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INTRODUCTION.

EIN G naturally led to confider the uni-

verfal confent of mankind, as the fureft
criterion of truth, it muft be acknowleged that
the doggmas of philofophers, as they are re-
markable chiefly for their fingularity, come to
us in a very {ufpicious form ; and we might
be apt to think that the profecution of any
fubject upon fuch principles, inftead of pro-
ducing convition, can terminate in nothing
but the difgrace of the undertaker, And yet
fuch a defpotifm has been erected upon them,
that we have been obliged to beg hard for the
prefervation of the beft principles of our na-
ture, fuch as the love of our country, natural
affetion, and all the fineft and tendereft feel-
ings of the heart, which have been difcarded
under the odious name of prejudices: and
when we have ventured to expoftulate with
thefe /piritual tyrants, and tell them that in
endeavouring to extirpate harmlefs prejudices
they do much mifchief, for that in many in-
ftances even thefe ought to be carefully che-
rithed, as being the means appointed by pro-
vidence to conneét thofe together who may be
incapable of aéting upon jufter or more rational
motives, it has been without effect.

They
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They are indeed like the unjuft judge, in
fome refpects, f{eeing they neither fear God
nor regard man ; but our conftant importunity
has had no other confequence than to footh
their vanity, and, as the world believe that
they are dangerous men, to determine them

to do all the michief in their power.

In the following pages I have given hints
which if profecuted muft convince every one,
that the odious name of prejudices will fit the
conceits of freethinkers much better, than thofe
principles which by operating univerfally and
confiftently in all ages and in all circumftances,

prove that they come¢ from God.



CHAP L

A N i1s brought into the world in a very

helplefs condition compared with the other

animals, and yet by being endued with a
rational and immortal foul, he poilefleth faculties,
which enable him to afpire to heaven, while they are
left grovelling upon this earth: and that thefe facul-
ties, may have their full exertion, we find that what-
ever can be effeted by natural means 1s always left to
be brought about in a natural manner; for, if we
may ufe the expreflion, the Supreme Being feems to
be as it were {paring in the introduétion of {upernatu-
ral agents, and has rather chofen to leave mankind to
the full exercife of their own abilities, which have
been able to accomplifh more than could have been

imagined.

A proceeding, different from the ordinary difpen-
{ations of his providence, muft have been attended

with a great inconvenience in another refpect, as it
would of neceffity have a tendency to deftroy our con-

fidence in experience, the only {ure ground to go upon
when left to ourfelves : for, if the fame caufes did not

conftantly produce the fame effets, experience would
rather bewilder than guide us.

This ftability obfervable in the laws by which God
governs the world, added to our necefiities, engaged
men to pay attention to natural appearances, reducing
them to claffes, and thus laying the firft foundations
of philofophy.

L rl
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We are conneéted with the inanimate parts of the
creation by our bodies, which in many refpets are
fubjeét to the fame laws, and we apply the feveral
fenfes as the moft obvious means of acquiring know-
Iedge; and to make us fenfible that they are but in-
ftruments for the mind to employ as occalion requires,
the Supreme Being has given us a power of difcovering
their imperfetions; for by furnithing us with a va-
riety of them, the mind is enabled to f{it like a judge
in determining a controverfy, and crofs examines
them :till they are made to produce a rational and
confiftent teftimony. But this is not all; when the
foul finds a want of evidence, 1t can as it were leave
the body, and from the models which God has given
us, we have been enabled to invent new fenfes, to cor-
reCt the imperfection of thofe beftowed upon us origi-
nally, and likewife to extend our views and enjoyments
far beyond the fphere feemingly allotted us, upon the
niceft furvey of our bodily organs.

This is a convincing proof that the foul is totally
diftiné& from the body, which it ufes only as an in-
ftrument, and this is an eflential diftinttion between
us and the beafts, who have certainly no fuch faculry,
and cannot make ufe of their bodies in the fame man-
ner, but exift entirely in their fenfes, having their
thoughts, if we may call them fo, confined entirely
to the prefent fenfation: but we can in fome meafure
lay afide our {enfes like an inftrument when we have
no longer occalion to ufe it,

From the moment we lay any firefs upon expe-
rience, we a&t upon a {uppofition that the.laws of
nature are unalterable. But the man who proved
that a ftone refts upon the {urface of the earth, and
the moon moves round it by the fame law; and like-
wife that the ebbing and flowing of the fea, and the

motion of the planets round the fun, were all recil;f-
. cible
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cible to the fame principle, was a4 real ornament to
human nature, fuch conclufions being far removed
from vulgar apprehenfion. Thefe difcoveries thew us
in a more efpecial manner, that the univerfe is go-
verned by fixed laws, and create in us a firm belief,
thdat we are not under the government of a capricious

being.

‘The material and immaterial, the rational and ir-
rational parts of the creation are governed by fixed
laws; but man alone has the faculty of improving by
experience, and colleting general rules from particular
inftances, and confequently is the only being upon
this earth capable of profiting by fuch a difpenfation;

. for.to the beafts fixed or unfixed laws as fuch, could
make no material alteration; but to man who has the
faculty of improving by experience, and of colleting
general rules from particular inftances, fuch laws are
abfolutely necefiary. An attentive obfervation of them
leads him direétly to their author, whom he difcovers
to be infinitely wife and powerful, and that if pofiible,
particularly with regard to himfelf, his goodnefs ex-
ceeds his other attributes. We acquire a confidence
in this being, upon the ftrongeft reafon, that of an
uniform experience, and are perfuaded that he will
continue to govern the univerfe by the fame laws; and
in this confidence we venture to apply them to our
conveniencies, and make ufe of his laws to fence
againft the neceflities of nature; and the feeling from
which this confidence fprings, I call a fenfe of natural
liberty which cannot exift without an idea of God.
Fools may wrangle about liberty as long as they pleafe,
but as foon as I arrive at the belief of a Deity, I feel
myfelf free, and inftead of depending upon every ac-
cident, become fenfible of my dependence, upon one
being alone, of whofe infinite goodnefs and power
and wifdom I am fo fully perfuaded,.that I reft in the
greateit {ecurity, and this is the higheft i1dea of liberty

, B 2 I
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Y can form. We have a certain {phere ailotted to us,
within which there is the greateft liberty, and a cer-
tain talent affligned us which we are free to improve or
lay up in a napkin.

The univerfal agreement of all nations, in the be-
lief of a God, fhews that in every country the fame
fenfations have produced the fame conviction, and have
led to the fame conclufion, which is the {trongeft con-
firmation of this doétrine, and is what our belief
feems to reft upon in almoft every cafe, Even the
having unworthy notions of God is no objeétion to

this univerfality: thus when I obferve the effects of

the laws of England, by that circumftance alone, 1
may be led to form. an idea of the legiflature, perhaps
an imperfe€t or abfurd one, and yet I may have a
firm belief in its exiftence. Nor is it certain that the
ideas of nations, concerning this great truth, have
been {o abfurd as we are apt to imagine; for whoever
obferves the abfurdities which may be found, even in
attempts to exprefs very common conceptions by figu-
rative language, will not be furprized to find many
abfurdities, when we try to convey to others an idea
that is really incomprehenfible.

CHAP IL

HUS far I have endeavoured to trace, from their
proper fource, thofe notions concerning the
Deity, which naturally follow from that ufe of our
faculties, which our circumftances in this world 1n an
efpecial manner require. But in doing this it {feemed
unneceflary to defcend to particulars, as a furvey of the
difcoveries in natural philofophy, and the different
contrivances for the eafe and convenience of man, will

{ufficiently anfwer the purpole.

But

- e
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But every one who intends to acquire proper no-
tions of the dignity of human nature, or even wifhes
to be perfectly acquainted with the rank he holds in
the creation, ought to fet his mind to work upon {uch
fubje@s, and confine himfelf to that fphere of in-
quiry where we are furnifthed with proper inftruments
for the acquifition of knowledge; whenever we ftray
beyond thefe limits we never fail to produce mortify-
ing proofs of our weaknefs; for in proportion as we
negleét the improvement of our faculties, and over-
look the advantages we pofiefs, the mind being na-
turally ative, we engage in frivolous purfuits, and
make attempts after an imaginary knowledge, which
having no real foundation, leads naturally to this con-
clufion, that we are upon a level with the beafts that
perifh, and that like them we cannot fafely venture
beyond our immediate fenfations, and that we ought
to make the gratification of them the chief objets of
our purfuit, and confider this as the great end of

our being.

This is a comfortlefs fituation indeed, very different
from that fecurity and ferenity which a firm belief in
God infpires ; and may very well juftify the zeal of in-
fidels in their endeavours to procure converts to their
opinions, as- nothing, except being in a croud, can
poflibly keep the mind from defpair, in the midit of
that blacknefs of darknefs into which they have
plunged themfelves.

The whole plan of our education tho’ perhaps the
propereft that could be thought of, has a ftrong ten-
dency to pervert our underftanding, when we come to
form a judgment concerning the evidence produced to
prove a matter of fat. Even demonftration, tho’ the
pride and glory of the mathematician, has neverthe-
lefs proved an ignis fatuus to the philofopher, and
(ftrange to tell) a great enemy to truth, and a ftrong

obftacle to rational conviction.
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No perfon can be at a lofs to determine, whether he
would r-uft his property in the hands of a judge, who
paid no regard to teftimony, but made up opinions, all
the parts of which were confiftent, and which he was
pleafed to call demonftrations; and not rather in his,
who gave the f{triéteft attention to the teftimonies pro-
duced, and tho’ he might be forry to find them con-
tradi€tory, yet not fo far, as to make him defpair of
difcovering the truth, by propofing his interrogato-
ries in fuch a judicious manner, that by crofs-examin-
ing the witnefles, he might be juftified in fetting fome
of them afide, and in confidering the remainder as
confiftent.

The children of this world are wife in their genera~
tion; we know better than to fuffer ourfelves to be
deluded out of our poperty, by thofe arts which phi-
lofophers have employed fo fuccefsfully to impofe
upon us in matters of much greater importance. -

We find it eafier to form a confiftent theory out of
our own imaginations, than to be at the trouble to
attend to experience, and reconcile contradiCtory ap-
pearances. We are apt to think that the mind has in
itfelf a power of doing every thing, even without
making ufe of the proper inftruments ; and this Bacon
mentions as the caufe of all our errors in Icience.
Caufa vero & radix (fays he) fere omnium malorum
in {cientiis ea una eft, quod dum mentis humanz vires
falfo miramur & extollimus, vera ejus auxilia non
quaramus. Let us examine particularly the progrels
of the mind in carrying on this delufion. If we fet out
with confiftent principles and deduce conclufions fairly
from them, we fhall form a fyftem, the whole of
which may be confidered as true. But it is carefully
to be obferved that all thefe reafonings, allowing them
to be the faireft poflible, are merely hypothetical, and

the moft that can be faid for the conclufions 1s -t}f:at
| they
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they are certain fuch principles being taken for gran-
ted. Nor are we reftricted in forming our principles,
be they never fo far out of the way of common ex-
perience and common conception, any farther than
this, that they be fimple and confiftent with each
other. Such a latitude furnithes ample fcope for mul-
tiplying fyftems ; at the fame time that the mind finds
fufficient employment for its acutenefs in examining
the principles, to fee that none of them be inconfiftent
with another, and in tracing the conneltion between
the principles and the conclufions deduced from them;
this employment indeed fo totally engages our
thoughts, as to draw away our attention from a very
material defeét, namely, that this fine building has
its foundation in the fand. -

What has been juft obferved may ferve, in fome
meafure, to account for the variety of philofophical
fyftems -which are to be met with in the world, the
many {chemes of government, and that multiplicity of
religious opinions which have diftraéted the minds of
men ; the fineft of which, if properly examined, will
be found to be creatures of the imagination, and that
before any attempts fhould be made to put them in
practice, there ought to be a new world and new
inhabitants fhaped and formed for every particular

fyftem.

Thofe who begin their enquiries with definitions,
not only take zbem for granted but all their confe-
quences, and yet very modeftly produce thefe reveries
as rules of conduét and judgment, even when they
have a tendency to overturn every thing facred and
refpetable among men, and by way of excufe tell you,
that they only follow truth and are determined to go
:vherever-it may lead them. Thus he who miftakes an
ignis fatuus for a fixed light proceeding from fome
houfe, and travels on upon this fuppofition, reafoms
" very
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very fairly, and yet after the lofs of a great many lives;

an honeft man could not be blamed for warning the
country around of their danger.

‘W hoever makes the difcovery of fats the object of
his inquiry, ought to take care never to fet out with
definitions, for things really exifting can never be
acurately defined, becaufe a true definition includes
all the properties of the thing defined. Thus the defi-
nition of a Circle includes all its properties, nor is any
thing allowed to be a property of a Circle, but what
may be fhewn to follow from the definition, and every
confequence which may be fairly deduced from it,
however remote from common apprehenfion, muft
be efteemed as fuch. But if we claim fuch an abfolute
dominion over falts, we put ourfelves in the place of
God ; for when we take the liberty of forming defini-
tions at pleafure, the properties are created and owe
their very exiftence to this formation: the mind in
fuch contemplations as thefe, never looks for real ex-
i{tences but only confiftent and pofiible conclufions.
Here the philofopher, as he is employed upon objeéts
of his own creating, reigns abfolute, and performs
fuch wonders as no romance can equal. His truths are
only confined to poflibilities, and his conclufions are,
‘Which is not inconfiftent with my principles, which is
abfurd according to my principles, or contradi¢ts them.

Were we not connefted with the prefent {yitem of
things, which obliges us to pay attention to experience,
how pleafant and imooth might our days pafs. Then
every club might be taken meafure of, for a fuit of
opinions as for a fuit of cloaths, and the feveral
might fit their cuftomers to a hair, without the mor-
tification of being f{tared at for their fingularity, or
the danger of unavoidable ruin by alting upon their
own principles. For thofe who put their truft in fuch

fyftem builders, have one very confiderable advantage,
becaufe
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becaufe if they will but fhut their eyes to what pafies
if the world, they are more hikely to agree among
themf{elves, than thofe who colle¢t their opinions from
experience, and are obliged to take up with them
clouded with all the difficulty which conftantly attends
matter-of-fact evidence. Seeing the conclufions de-
duced from principles taken for granted are {ufficient
for gaining affent, as Bacon juftly oblerves, Anticipa-
tiones fatis firm= {unt ad confenfum, quandoquidem,
fi homines etiam infanirent ad unum modum & con-
formiter, illi fatis bene inter fe congruere poffint.

The mind employed in the regions of pofiibilities
conceives it’s powers to be very great, and thinks it
can do every thing ; but when confined to the invef-
tigation of the properties of things really exifting,
experiment and obfervation make us fenfible that all
thefe fine fpeculations are but airy vifions and deluding
dreams.

If thefe things are {o abfurd as I pretend, it may
feem difficult to account for the reception they meet
with in the world. To pafs by a great many reafons
which may be given, I fhall only infift on the preju-
dice of education, which to me feems in a great mea-
fure to account for 1t. -

We ought carefully to obferve, that demonftration

1s not concerned about faéts or truth, its objeét is

nothing but confiftency: it is an inftrument contrived

to remedy a defect, which would foon be found among

mankind, namely, a confufion arifing from a multi-

plicity of perceptions and not for the difcovery of
“truth. When we acquire our knowledge immediately
by the fenfes, the opinions of mankind are found in

the greateft harmony ; but upon the invention of fuch

-a complicated arbitrary inftrument as language, the
-variety of conclufions they were led into, made them

B begin
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begin to doubt whether there might not be a difference
in the very perceptions of men. This gave rife to the
various methods of inftruction, for fixing the atten-
tion upon the fame fubject, and that the thoughts of
different people might follow each other in the fame
order. But the habits acquired in going through this
piece of difcipline have a wonderful effect upon the
mind, which fhews itfelf very vifibly when men firft
come into the world, for they find they muit enlarge
their notions, and draw convition from a variety of
fources, very different from what they had been ac-
cuftomed to.

Thus the labours of many ingenious men tho’ ufe-
ful to fociety, have a firong tendency to pervert our
underftanding, and this happens when they treat of
things that are not only ufeful, but appear very inno-
cent : for, with regard to arbitrary things, you may
mould them into whatever fhape you pleafe, and
make their parts confiftent, and give them excellencies
-according to imaginary ftandards of tafte. Thus, for
inftance, in grammar, we may form a regular fyftem,
and we are bunglers if all the parts. are not confiftent.
A fentence is propofed to be examined by certain rules,
we find 1t bears the teft required, we are charmed
with the dilcovery; we call the operation of the mind
when thus employed, reafoning; and this difcovery,
triuth : by frequent exercife upon things of the fame
kind, this notion becomes fo fixed, that hardly any
time or experience is fufficient to eradicate 1t entirely;
nor can we entirely get the better of this prejudice
until we have acquired the dilfcernment to perceive,
that things really fixed cannot be made to affume any
fhape we pleafe, but muft be tried by other rules not
lefs certain though lefs familiar. In fhort, the whole
courfe of our education in our younger years may be
conftdered as preparing the mind for {uch fyftems.

And even-when we come to the ftudy of philofopfg,
. c
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the true and falfe refemble each other in fo many cir-
cumftances, that it is not eafy for a fuperficial perfon
to undeceive himfelf. The method of argumentation
is the fame in both. True philofophy is employed
about real exiftences and their properties ; falfe philo-
fophy about the properties of imaginary ones. The
argumentative part may be the fame in both, only the
principles in the one are taken for granted, while
thofe of the other are proved from experiment. The
conclufions from the hypothetical principles may be
true, that is, pofiible truths, the error is in putting
them upon us for faéts. The true philofopher, (1
underitand by this term one who applies himfelf to
explain the appearances of nature) after examining
the appearances, and fetling his principles upon ex-
perience, though he deduce his conclufions according
to the ftriéteft rules of reafoning, yet he never elteems
them for truths, if they contradit appearances, and
is hardly fatisfied until appearances are found to con-
firm them. But this is a proceeding of great pains
and labour, and very little calculated for the general
difpofition of mankind, who are commonly found to
have a ftrong inclination to procure things in the eafi-
eft way, unlefs driven to a different practice by very
particular circumftances. This lazy humour 1s won-
derfully gratified by having a {yftem ready made,
which in a very {imple manner fhall folve all difficul-
ties, without going that round-about way to work
which nature prefcribes. Hence the race of philofo-
phers, and hence the philofophic fyftems which abound

{o much in the world, and which enter {o much into

all ferious inftruction, whether acquired from books
or fchools, which fo corrupt our minds that it is with
the greateft difficulty we can fee the truth even 1n the
plainett cafes.  Our judgments being formed upon
thefe plaufible fyftems, and a fallacious kind of rea-
foning which enters into almoft every part of our eduy-
cation, we are made to look for a kind of evidence

B 2 which
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which the nature of things will not admit of. Habit
has a remarkable influence upon our thoughts and
reafonings ; and this proves a fruitful fource of error
among ipeculative men, when preluming upon our
1kill in one cience, we are o rafh as to give judgment
upon other ﬁlb_]e&s of which we may be totally igno-
rant. We ought to be cautious in doing this for fear
of expofling our weaknefs ; but more eipec:ally ought
we to be {o, when the thmcrs are of importance.

mathematician, for mﬂ:ance, has his mind fo conftant-
1y employed about the properties of extenfion, that
he can hardly allow himfelf to think any thing elfe has
properties ; and muft be perpetually endeavouring to
reduce the opinions of other men to the fame length,
and breadth and height with his own. Hence the
fools as they are called in the language of God, but
free-thinkers among mortals, continue as formcrly,
with fuch fuccefs to f{catter firebrands, arrows and

death, and fay, Are we not in {port ?

CHAUP Il

HOEVER 1s defirous of fixing his epinions

upon a firm foundation, muft deduce his
knowledge of mankind from his own experience and
from hiftory, and altho’ after fuch an enquiry he may
find man reducible to no philofophic fyftem, but too
various to be accurately defcribed, yet enough will
be found to enable us to judge with great accuracy,
what can be performed by man in a natural ftate, fuf-
ficient to diftinguith him from. the beafts on the one
hand, and from thofe who have had {upernatural af-
fiftance on the other. This view of the fubject will
lerve admirably to fhew the dignity of human nature,
at the fame time that it will difcover to us fuch a load

of imperfections, as'muft appear almoft intolerable,
while,

‘-"' B T e ey et
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while little or no provifion was made for many of the
moft important defires of the huiman foul.

It is a known fact, that men pofiefs different kinds
of abilities, and thefe in different degrees, whether
arifing from the particular circumftances in which
they are placed, or occafioned by an effential difference
in the human mind.  Hence the {trong endeavour to
keep the weak in {ubjection, the fubtil to over-reach
the fimple, and the wife to govern the foolifh. In
this ftruggle, the generality of mankind fhelter them-
felves under different leaders, aceording to their in-
clinations or their fears. In which ftate the faculties
of the many are fo benumbed either by oppreflion or
want of exercife, that in fome meafure we partake of
the nature of vegetables, and if {uffered to remain
long on the fame {pot, without inftruction, or circum-
ftances to call forth an exertion of our faculties, we
never could entertain - the moft diftant notions of
fhaking off eur dependence, but become fixed to the
foil like trees in a foreft. - We acquire a kind of ve-
neration for -our Liord, and look upon ourfelves and
our pofterity happy in being his flaves, and lofe fo
totally all notions of the rights of human nature, that
we not only bear opprefifion ‘patiently ourfelves, but
become theinfatuated inftruments for oppreflfing others.

It is impofiible with fuch difpofitions and in fuch cir-

cumitances, for the generality of mankind ever to
vindicate their liberty, and lay claim to their natural
rank in the creation: efpecially if we add to this, that
we come from the hands of our Creator with a ftrong

{enfe of our weaknefs, which makes us fly to fociety
for prote&ion; and with a load of imperfe&ions and

miferies, for which nothing but a future ftate offers
any thing like"an adequate remedy. Thefe create in

us appetites equally craving as the calls of hunger and
‘thirft.. "Hence we find that in every fituation, man-
‘kind-muft have fome religion and fome -government;

and
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and however abfurd the one or tyrannical the other,

they are fubmitted to and received for want of
better.

Is it to be fuppofed in fuch a ftate and difpofition
of things, that the rich and powerful would be dif-
pofed to confider the meaner fort as brethren, or to
look upon them in any other light, than merely as in-
ftruments for promoting their different purfuits ?

Suppofe, therefore, that our Saviour had been only
a mere man, who had the wifdom to contrive, and the
courage to fet about overturning this kingdom of
darknefs, and in oppofition, to a ftock of pridec and
prejudices, which had been four thoufand years in col-
le€ting, to declare publicly to the world that we are
all brethren, and equal in every effential circumitance;
and moreover, by his fortitude in maintaining this doc-
trine, to infpire his followers with fuch a fpirit as ena-
bled them, at the hazard of their lives, to {fpread thofe
glad tidings thro’ the whole world; where, even upon
free-thinking principles, fhall we find fo proper an oh

ject of adoration ¢ |

But let us attend to this difpenfation not with hearts
contratted and hardened by fyftems and the preju-
dices of this world, but foftened by the feelings of
humanity, and with minds prepared for that compre-
henfive view which nature exhibits; and we fhall find
the fame Beneficent Being, who has fo fully {upplied
our natural wants, with a more than fatherly -care,
fupplying thofe which the mind. finds in itfelf, and
providing the means of gratification for every rational

defire.

For while the principles which we may call natural
ones, were taking their courfe, a fcheme of quite a

difterent fort, and from the remoteft- antiquity. was
| carrying
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éarrying on, the Deity immediately interpofing in all
tranfadions, producing effe@ts not according to his
ufual difpenfations, nor according to thofe fixed laws
by which he governs the univerfe: foretelling future
events, not to gratify the inquifitive humour of par-
ticular perfons, but to form a chain of connected pro-
phecies, all fitly adapted to a certain Icheme, as parts
to a whole. Who that attends to thefe proceedings,
can help crying out, Marvellous are thy works, Lord

God Almighty !

Thefe difpenfations of Providence are fo wonderful,
one might umagine, as to engage men to admire them,
were we no farther concerned than to regard them
merely as a {ubje&t of {peculation. But when it is
pofitively aflerted, that our eternal happinefs or mi-
fery depends upon our forming proper notions con-
cerning them, our inattention furely then muft be
confidered as wholly without excufe: efpecially when
we obferve that imagnation cannot conceive ftronger
evidence than we have been favoured with, in proof
of the truth of our religion. And indeed, nothing
lefs than madnefs, could account for our indifference;
if we did not take into confideration the corruptions of
philofophy, and that the whole courfe of our educa-
tion, fills us with fuch prejudices that we leave the
fountain of living waters, and are perpetually hewing
out to ourfelves broken cifterns that can hold no
water.

That the evidence is as ftrong as I pretend, may be
collected from an attentive perufal of the fcriptures:
and a comparifon of them with the fats recorded in
profane hiftory, will prove beyond a doubt, the fuper-
- natural interpofition of the Supreme Being. The
facts are coeval with the world, which very sircum-
ftance ought to have great weight, and the hiftory

which records them is undoubtedly of great antiquity,
at
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at Ieaft as antient as any profane hiftory whatfoever, and
as well authenticated. Whoever imagines that an 1m-
pofition could be carried on thro’ fuch a fucceffion of
ages, without the leaft difcovery being made, muft
have {trange notions of mankind, and what hiitory is
far from countenancing. IL.et a perfon who has got
over the prejudices of education, confider the cha-
racter of our faviour, his miracles, with all the cir-
cumftances of his life and death; and then take a
view of the things recorded in the Old Teftament, he
will foon be convinced of the full completion of the
prophecies, and that to this remarkable period, all
its forms and ceremonies, have an immediate re-
lation.

Our faviour makes fuch ftrong appeals to his mira-
cles, as a proof of his divine commiffion, that they
require our moft ferious attention : and whoever con-
fiders them impartially, will find no reafon to imagine
that their evidence is in any degree weakened by the
refemblance they may feem to bear to the impofitions
of the church of Rome, or other pretended miracles.
We know the villany of mankind to be {o great, that
a fufficient number may be got to join in any fraud,
provided their be but the leaft pofiibility .of fuccefs;
and it was very natural in this cafe, to make our Sa-
viour’s miracles the models after which they were to
frame their impofitions. But our pawers of decelving
are more limited than our inclinations; and generally
the means we ufe to prevent detection, give a {uffici-
ent handle even to an ordinary critical fagacity, for
difcovering the impofition. It would indeed be fome-
thing to the purpofe, if before our Saviour’s time,
they could prove that people had been impofed upon
by pretended miracles, exactly of the fame kind with
thofe contained in the gofpel, performed in the {fame
public manner, and attended with the fame circum-
ftances. .

The
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" 'T'he Bible contains the hiftory of a people, the fin-
gularity of whofe government and religion prove that
they came immediately from God. In this hiftory we
fee a nation, not as ufual deriving their origin from
the gods, and inftead of alcribing to themfielves vir-
tues which they did not pofiefs, telling the naked
truth, in things which obvioufly tend to their difho-
nour. Surely every unprejudiced perfon, even upon
< this view of the fubjeét, will be ready to conclude,
- that this hiftory was dictated by a ipirit very different

from that which commonly prevails among mankind.
At the fame time this hiftory 1s unqueftionably of the
remotefl antiquity ; and the people are conftantly de-
fcribed, as 1n an unnatural fituation, and under fuch
conftant reftraint, as human nature never could put
itfelf. INo wonder that they frequently rebelled, when
they were made, if I may fo exprels myfelf, to aét
not from fufficient motives, or upon fuch principles
as according to the common courfe of nature, ought
to gratify themfelves, but merely to be as it were the
fhadows of things to come. No views of aggrandizing
their pofterity, nor of alting according to thofe prin-
ciples which all hiftory and every one’s experience con-
firm to be the prevailing principles in the human
breaft. Not only natural affetion and the defire of
aggrandizing their pofterity, but even pity feems upon
fo many occafions to have forfaken them, that they
have not the leaft appearance of being left to their
own fenfations, but under the immediate influence of
a fuperior power, ufing them only as inftruments for
carrying on his wonderful purpofes. Undoubtedly it
required the conftant interpofition of God to keep a
geOPIe in fuch circumitances, by any means to their

uty.

That we might be impofed upon in a few fingle
detached faéts, may be eafily granted; and that a

few extraordinary appearances would be no good
- C grounds
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grounds for believing that there was any extraordina-
ry interpofition of providence; but furely a feries
of extraordinary appearances carried on in fucceffion
from the earlieft ages, all tending to the fame purpofe,
is fuch a foundation for belief as no man can lay : and
muft produce a full conviction in every unprejudiced
mind, that the Bible is, what it profefles to be, a reve-
lation from God.

Qur Saviour has hinted to us, that we have the
fame evidence for revelation, which we find in fubjefts
of natural philofophy. This I infer from his addrefs
to the Jews, where he tells them they could difcern
the face of the fky, but did not perceive that the pro-
phecies were fulfilling in him. This led me to an ex-
amination of the fubjeét, in order to fatisfy myfelf if
this were true; and from a great variety of inftances,
fufficient to fatisfy any one who is a judge of the fub-
je€t, it appears that the evidence is the fame in both
{yftems, and attended with the fame difficulties. I was
fully fatisfied in rhe courfe of this examination, that
it is only our own conceits which admit of what we
call demonftration; and that the difficulties to be found
both in revelation and natural philofophy, are a proof
that they come from God; for it is the prerogative of
his works to be unfearchable: whereas in human con-
trivances, any beauty they have, ftrikes us at firft fight,
and a particular examination never fails to cure us of
our admiration., But his goodnefs, in both cafes, 1s
abundantly fhewn in this, that we may certainly know
as much of either, as is neceffary for our purpofe.
‘We may take a large and comprehenfive view of both
fyftems, but whenever we defcend to minutenels 1in
either, we never fail to bewilder ourfelves. Thus
when we confider the great fyftem of the univerfe, the
laws of motion are very clear and intelligible, ferving
gdmirably to manifeft the power and wildom of God.
But it would be in vain to attempt even to qqmputtl:c

. tnc
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the forces by which the particles of matter aét upon
each other, in the folution of metals and other chy-
mical procefles, much more to try to reduce them to
what are called general laws of motion. Thele can
only be recorded as falts, not reducible to any fyftem.
In the fame manner, we may have from the Bible, o
very clear and comprehenfive view of the fcheme of
Providence for the redemption of mankind, tho’ we
may perplex ourfelves in attempting to explain parti-
cular pafiages, {fo as to make them fall in with our ge-
neral view of the fubjeét.

The moft obvious cenclufion from what I have juft
now mentioned is, that a man who fets about exam-
ining the doltrines of fcripture, ought to confider the
Bible 1n the fame light, as a natural philofopher does
the appearances of nature; and as Newton, in his
rules of philofophizing, declares againit every thing
which may be advanced againft his conclufions from
experience, from hypothefes, in the fame manner the
divine, thould declare againft any thing which may be
advanced from preconceived notions of the Deity, and
his manner of dealing with mankind, whenever it
contradicts confequences fairly deduced from {cripture.
The doltrine of the Trinity therefore, and the other
myf{teries of our holy religion, are not to be examined
by vain human conceits, but are to be colle¢ted from
paflages of fcripture, explained and compared accord-
ing to the rules of found criticifm. And as in natu-
ral philofophy, tho’ the appearances are open to every
one, yet it is only thofe who have applied themf{elves
to the learning neceflary for fuch inveftigations, who
can be fuppofed capable of judging concerning the de-
cifion of any philofophical queftion; fo in divinity, it
1s only thofe who have applied themfelves to the learn-
ing neceffary for that purpofe, who can be fuppofed
capable of determining upon any point, whether it be

the doctrine of fcripture, But the abfurdity of every
C 2 one’s
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one’s fuppofing himfelf a judge in religious matters,
becaufe religion was intended for the benefit of all,
and the appeals neceflarily made to the people, upon
the reformation of religion, has introduced fuch a
medley of abfurd and ridiculous opinions, as made it
abfolutely neceflary to compofe creeds and articles of
faith, both for the peace of civil fociety, and to pre-
ferve true and orthodox notions. The generality of
mankind were intended neither for divines nor philo-
fophers, tho’ divinity and philofophy may be made
beneficial to every one. What we are to believe con-
cerning God, and what duty he requires of us, may be
explained to the meaneft capacity ; as the loweft me-
chanic may be taught to apply the rules of philofophy

to practice,

Let us therefore lay afide our prejudices, and carry
our minds beyond thofe little contraéted fyftems, by
which they have been fettered; and learn, from a com-
parifon of the Bible with profane hiftory, the goodnefs
of God in affording us fuch a clear proof of his fu-
pernatural interpofition, by feparating the Jews from
the other nations ; by whcich we not only difcover his
wonderful dealings with mankind in the redemption
of the world, but alfo his remarkable condefcenfion
in treating us fo much like rational creatures, by af-
fording us fuch a wonderful chain of evidence, reach-
ing from the very creation of the world, to this day.
‘Which is analogous to his proceedings in the natural
world, where he has given us the brutes, with even
quicker fenfations than ours, totally without any of
thofe faculties, by which we certainly perceive, that
{trictly Ipeaking, the body can hardly be, confidered
as a part of us; but only an inftrument which when
we lay alide, God will furnifh us with another, bet-
ter fitted for the condition in which it may pleafe him

to place us.

CHAP.
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CH AP IV.

H E.fame providence which hath ordained a

areater abundance of iron than of gold, has
formed more men qualified for action than {peculation;
and as all nations advance regularly from rudenefs to
civilization, we find in the bulk of mankind a ftrong
difpofition to improvement and reformation ; which
are circumftances that- feem peculiarly fitted for over-
coming fuch difficulties as are to be met with in a fo-
litary and rude ftate; and fuch principles as {pring
from them ought to be encouraged in the infancy of
a fociety, and fuffered to exert themfelves without
controul, though they require to be checked when
once it has made confiderable progrefs.

For it appears from hiftory, that, whenever the
neceffities of mankind "have demanded any great exer-
tion abilities for the attainment of a particular purpofe,
provided circumfitances have rendered the profecution
of the plan feafonable, by a gradual preparation of
the people for it, the fame perfons who fet about the
work have generally been fo fuccefsful in their endea-
vours as to bring it in a great meafure to perfection s
or if any thing remained to be done, it rather regar-
ded elegance than ufe, which could not be expected

from the clumfy hand of every fchemer.

This has created very great trouble to politicians,
who have found themfelves very much at a lofs to
furnifh employment for that redundancy, both of
inventive and executive genius, which is commonly
left in motion after the accomplifhment of any great
fcheme of improvement. For the firm ground being
occupied by the firft adventurers, they who came after

had nothing left but either to build caftles in the air,
- or



( 22 )
or attempt to demolifh what had been already built;

in both which projects, we have the woeful experience
that they have been often but too fuccefsful.

This has made it neceffary to.oppofe policy to
ftrength, in order to fecure the advantages already
gained, which has often made ufe both of arts and
inftruments, very little confiftent with the rights of

humanity.

But of all the attacks which have ever been made
upon the privileges of mankind, the proceedings of
the church of Rome were both the moft cruel and
unnatural ; for they enflaved both body and foul, and
by the ftrangeft perverfion of Chriftianity made the
gofpel of peace the occafion of difcord, and converted
its glorious fpirit of liberty into an inftrument of op-
preflion, and had even the impudence to deprive men
of their fenfes which of courfe opened a door for every
fpecies of impofition. -

However, God be thanked, we are now compleatly
freed from this yoke, which deliverance was accom-

plifhed upon the principles of the foundeft philofophy,
but with too much deference to vulgar opinion. It was
found neceffary at the time of the reformation, in order
to give the people proper notions of the impofitions
of the church of Rome, to tranflate the Bible into the
vulgar tongue, upon the publication of which, appeals
were made (I think very injudicioufly) to the loweft of
the people as judges of the controverfy; for I have
fometimes been led to confider this proceeding like the
fowing of the dragon’s teeth, which {prung up into'a
race of men, who were to be extirpated before the
enterprize could be atchieved. |

It was found a practicable thing, to give the gene-
rality of the nation as much learning as might 'qtiialﬁ‘fy
them
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¢hem to read the fcriptures and profit by them, but
by no means to enable them to judge of controverfiess
for there were many things proper to be retained,
and others that wanted only to be reformed, of which
they could not be proper judges; {o that the light
indulged them had no other effet, than to thew how
much they had been impofed upon, and to give them
terrible apprehenfions of every thing which came in
their way ; for they became jealous even of attempts
to improve them, and render them happier, becaule
they were fet on foot by authority: they liltened toevery
clamour, and became perfeltly outrageous ; they took
meafures rather from refentment, than with any view
of adopting fuch a plan, as might be the means of
preventing the fame evils for the future, and rofe {o
high in their demands as not to be fatisfied with what
was {uitable to their rank in fociety.

The fillieft fellow in the world, when it has once
been difcovered to him that he has been cheated,
{thall think highly of himfelf from that very circum-
ftance, and probably put himfelf into the hands of
a fharper, and then boaft that he is out of the reach
of impofition : which was exaltly the cafe with our
people in the lait century.

Qur reformers feem to have trufted too much to
the goodnefs of their caufe, and forgot that the ge-
nerality of mankind are fo liable to be deluded, that
they might feem created for the convenience of
quacks of all denominations; and that in religious
matters the mob have always been more ready to thew
themfelves the difciples of Barabas than of Jefus.

But as we have the happinefs in this country to be
treated as rational creatures, and governed by fixed
laws; fo likewife during our greateft troubles there
were always to be found men of cool heads andhwarm

carts,
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‘hedrts, who run all hazards, even of life itfelf, for
the good of their country: thefe men being able to
forfee, that with prudent management the madnefs of
the people muft have an end, thought the beft fer-
vice they could perform, would be to take meafures
for the conftitution both with regard to civil and reli-
gious matters, and never to lofe fight of their great
obje&t, the fettling both upon true principles of chrif-
tian liberty.

Some fhallow politicians have taken up a notion,
that the church of England is but one of thofe religi-
ous {eéts into which the nation is divided, and do her
the honour to confider her in no other light, than
merely as the prevailing one. They might juft as
well fay that the prefent government is only the pre-
vailing fation compared with the rump-agitators,
committee men, &c. and then zbe good old cayfe in-
ftead of being a reproach, ought to be treated with
civility like a gentleman in diftrefs, expecting better
times, when, if he pleafes, he may have an oppor-
tunity of returning the civility. -

But we truft that both our religion and govern-
ment have a firmer foundation, as they reft upon
fixed rules, which are the eflence of liberty; for
the very notion of being fubjet to the will of a
capricious being fuch as man, is totally inconfiftent
with it. For upon what grounds could we attempt to
make improvement if there were not fixed rules for
fecuring our property : and fhould thefe laws appear
even fevere, yet we might fet heartily to work ; be-
caule difficulties may be furmounted if we can be cer-
tain where they lie; and, in the civil as well as in
the natural world, they may fometimes turn out
very different from our expeltation; as the fea,
which at firft view feems intended to keep nations

afunder, has, by the ingenuity of men, been made
the
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the very means of uniting them. From which I would
infer that fixed laws confticute the very fpirit of li~
berty, operating upon all the members of the ftate
according to their circumitances,

It is neceflfary, no doubt, that thefe laws be rea-
fonable, and furely it will be allowed reafcnable, that
every {tate require its members to be honeft ; but in-
conveniences would arife if fome rule was not formed
by which to judge of this honefty: the law muit
know that a man is a knave before he can be con-
demned. In thefame manner I conceive, when people
were in earneflt about a reformation of religion, it
could be confidered as no great hardfhip, if every
member of the ftate were required to be a Chriftian.
A rule was as neceffary in this cafe as the other, and
fuch an one as might be liable to no experimented in-
conveniences; {ufficient to guard us again(t fuperftiti-
on on the one hand and enthufiafin on the other, both
equally enemies to {ociety, -the one lulling mankind
to {leep, and the other rouling them to madnefs ; which
may be performed by mean and paliry inftruments, as
the humming of a nurfe will lull to fleep, and the
noife of a drum, tho’ occafioned by its very emptinefs,

roufes the {; pirits,

But our civil and religious liberty could never be
made confiftent as long as we were under the domini-
on of Rome, for we are told, by very great authority,
that a houfe divided againft itfelf cannot ftand; and
as we cannot ferve two mafters, 1t was neceflary that
all authority fhould proceed from one. This rendered
the divifion of the people into church and ftat¢ merely
nommal; and made the Archbithop of Canterbury
and the Lord chief " Juftice of England equally the
fervants of the public, every individual of which con-
fidered themfelves, and were to be confidered as ho-

nell men and Chriftians, according to the laws of the
| D land
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fand ; and defirous to fee thofe who were not, reftraits
ed from difturbing the peace of fociety, by admonitiors
and correction; yet not in a capricious manner, bug
according to fixed rules.

Nothing ¢an be thore contrary to matter of fact,
than to confider the eftablifhed church as the religiors
of the magiftrate, or of the clergy; itis the religiors
of the Bible confirntied to be fuch by the united wif-
dom of a nation, at that time the wifeft and mofk
philofophical ; the articles of faith being fairly deduced
from fcripture; in the fame manner as any things
found in philofophy has been inferred from naturak
appearances ; and the difcipline and ceremonies fromy
the pureft practice of primitive times.

However, 45 a great many prejudices were to be
removed, and the arts of defigning men to be coun-
teracted, rhat thefe laws might be the readier receiv-
ed; accerding to the fpirit of our conftitution, it wag
neceflary to give a {ufficient reafon for every change
which was iriade, and likewife to fhew that thofe laws
were likely to anfwer the purpofes intended by them.
This furnifhed work for the ingenuity of writers; and
of courfe when the articles were eftablifhed, it was
reafonable to expect all thefe inconveniences which
are mentioned in the beginning of this chapter: it
had the fame effet as the invention of an ingenious
machine, which throws a number of hands out of em-
ployment, and was attended with the fame confe-
quences ; nothing but riots, aflemblings, combinati~
ons againft every one who had a hand in the con-
trivance.

Thus, happily for us, our civil and religious liber-
ties are upon the fame foundation; not depending upors
the capricious fancies and humours of men; but upom

fixed and approved rules formed upon the trueft phi-
fophicak
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lofophical notions, acquired in the only way which
truth feems to be attainable. It would be abfurd for
Roman catholics to have articles, for where they have
an infallible judge to appeal to, it would be ridiculous
to fuppofe any other rule neceflary. And whoever is
againft the having a fixed rule by which we are to
determine who is a Chriftian, a¢ts upon popifh prin-
ciples, which, if left to take their effet, will undoubt-
edly end in the fame confequences.

It is 2 fhame to fee a people who value themfelves
upon their liberty, confifting entirely in being go-
verned by fixed laws, which have for their object the
removal of former grievances or the experimental
proof of future advantages; it is a fhame, I fay, to
fee this people fufpe& prieftcraft in the very laws in-
tended to remove it for ever. Such a people may be
compared to a horfe, who if he has once been bemired,
will ftart and fthun the place, and if urged on, throw

his rider in the dirt, even after it has been repaired
and rendered quite fafe.

THE E N D.



