T H E

Nature, Caufes, and D'eﬁgns

O F

GOD’s JUDGMENTS.

Set forth in a

S E R M O N

PREACHED AT

WARE, n HERTFORDSHIRE,

On FripAy, I'EBRUARY 6, 17506,

BEING THE

F AST DA Y.

By W. WEBSTER, D.D.
V 1 C A R.

L, O N D O N

Printed for J. BRoTHERTON, at the Bibl, at
the Royal-Exchange. 1756,

[Price Six Pence.]



T O

Wirriam PLuMER, Efg;

Of BrLaxeswaRrE,

A N D

CaarRLES GORE, Efq;_
Of TrIN G,

Knights of - the Shire fof the County

of HEeErTFORD.

GENTLEMEN,

Know not how fuch a Cuftom
could ever-obtain among Perfons

of any Judgment, but it has been
ufual, when a Writer intends to Dedi-
cate his Work to any One, to fhew
his Patron, betore-hand, what hand-
fomie Things he has faid of Him, and
to afk his Leave for publifbizzg ‘Them.
Tho’. this Method has had the Sanc-
tion of long Practice, it never was

authorized by Common Senfe. For, it
A 2 - the




D EDICATIOUWN.

the #riter intends to do any Sort of
Tuftice to the Chara&er of his Pazron,
one of the moeft amiable Parts of any
Gentleman’s Charaé&er 1s, Modefty
and the larger Share he has of that
Quality, the more he will be difin-
clin’d to acknowledge, even in pri-
vare, His Title to any other Perfe&ion.
But, when any Gentleman’s Conduct
is propos’d as a Pattern for the reft to
Copy after, it carries too much of the
Appearance of a Reproach, tor a Per-
fon of good Breeding and good IVa-
fure to countenance, by giving his
Confent to it. This, Gentlemen, is
one of my principal Reaifcns for not
acquainting. you with my Defign. I
do intend to propofe your Examples to
publick Imitation 3 and I heartily wifh,
that you were true Repmﬁ'ﬂmx:’z}es of

all the Gentlernerz in the County. That
’ 18,



D EDICATIOC W,

is, I wifh that, at a Time when Re-
ligion and Firtue {tand {o much in
Need of the Infiuence of Perfons of
your Fortunes, all the Rich Men in the
County would be as -regular and or-
derly in their Fawmilies ; as conftantly
attend the pubdlick Worfhip, and be-
have there with the famme Decency and
Reverence ; that all of them were as
fober and virtuous ; as benevolent in
their Difpofition, and as aftable in
their Deportment. I mean to caft no
Reflections upon azy Gentleman ; but
noze of them can take it as any Reflec-
tion, if I obferve, that this is not the
general Stare of our ¢ws, or of any
other County in the Kingdom. ™ If it
were, we fhould not have {fo much
Occafion for a Publick Faf?, to depre-
cate the Anger of the Alnighty for
our National Wickednefs. But this,

how-
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however {feafonable, 1is a Subjed too
difagreeable to you for me to dwell any
Jonger upon.

But, Gentlemen, you muft bear with
me, while I juft mention another Thing
that relates to mylelf only. As I have
this publick Opportunity, I cannot be
{o Self-denying, as not to do myfelf
the Honour of letting the World know,
that T'wo Gentlemen of yoz» Charac-
ters, and {o well acquainted with wine,
are Two of the kindeft Friends that I
have, or ever had (except the late excel-
lent and amiable: Mr. Hzle); and to
oive my{elf the Pleafure publickly to ex-
prefs the great Efteem and Gratitude
with which I am, and ever thall be,
while I retain my Senfes,

GENTLEMEN,

Your moft Obedient,
Humble Servarnt,

W. WEBSTER.
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Matke 7o Apology for the Publica-

tion of this Serzzo7:.  QOur coiizz2072

Danger is a f[ufficient Excufe for ar
Attempt zo do Somrething towards our
cornizore Safety. If I befpeak the Carn-

dour of the Publick, iz fhall be only for
the many Defelts of the Performance.
Lz has pleafed the Divine Goodnefls /Jzze-
ly ro vific me with a Fit of the Pally
and the [evere Difcipline, necellary oz
fuch an Occaforn, bas inpaired the [inall
Remzins of Strengeh and Fivacity,
which a long Life of Fatigue and Vex-
ation bed left me.  Bur if, for this
Reaforn, my Performance be defeflive in

orher
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other Refpefts, I bope it bas received
Jorne Advantage in refpett to Piety, and
Sinceriry, which is the natural Effeét of
Allli&Gion. As zo the “fuftnefs and Sea-
Jonablenefs of the Sentimnents and Obfer-
vations, I venture to anfwer for thenr.
Such as :he Sermmon is, I recommend it

zo the kirsd Acceptance and attentive
Perufal of the Reader, and to the Di-

vine Beucedidtion for Swuccefs. 1t can-
0ty I ane fure, do fo much Good as I
fercerely could wifb, bur if it does any,
I fhall be more than Recomnpernced for
771y Trouble in Writing if.

IsAIAH



Isaran xxvi. Q.

When  thy Judgments are in the
Earth, the Inbabitants of the ¥ orid
will learn Righteoufxefs.

T 1s 1mplied in the Nature of fudoments,

E that they are Calamitzes. And that the
Prophet here {peaks of publick Calami-

ties, 1s evident from the Expreffions which he
makes Ufe of; he fays, when God’s Judg-
ments are in the World, the Inhabitants of
the Earth will learn Righteoufnefs. If ever
God’s Judgments awvere in the Hurld, if ever
the Inbab:itants of the FEarth had Reafon to
learn Righteoufnefs, they have now R.eafons
as ftrong and cogent as can well-be imagined.
The Call upon Mankind to repent, 1s loud
and ftrong. God grant that our Repentance
may be as {incere and hearty. ‘The Piety of
his Majefty has appointed a General Fuf, on
Occafion of as publick and fevere Vifitations
as ever his Anger inflic¢ted upon a finful #0+/d.
Calamities infli¢ted, not upon a particular
Nezghlourbood, nor upon a partzcular INation
B only,
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only, but upon almoft a// Parts of the World;

Calamities of wvarious Kznds; and fome of
them of fo thocking a Nature, that Human:ity
cannot read the Accounts of them without
Tears of Compaflion for our fuffering Fellow-
Creatures ; {o very awakening, that no ferious
Chriftian can read it without trembling for
his own . Safety; f{o exceedingly awjul, that
none but an hardened [Znfide/ can be unaf-
fected by it. Nay, I will fuppofe a Man to
be as hardened in Infide/ity as pofiible ; if you
do but fuppofe him to retain any Share of
rational I hought, he cannot avold having fome
Concern for lzmfelf; for, let the Caule of
thefe various Calamities be what it will, the
{fame Caufe which has produced them in fo
many Parts of the World, and in Neighbour-
ing Countries, may produce them in ox7 own
Country, and amongft ourfelves *.

That

* For the Truth of this Obfervation, I appealto tbhem/felves
and their own Condult a few Years ago, when a {light Earth-
quake was felt at London. A private Swifs Centinel pretended
to foretel, that at fuch a Time there would be another, and
that a dreadful one ; which put them all into fuch a Paxict,
that they fled from the City in the utmoft Confufion. Now,they
certainly were in the Rightin thinking that pofzé/y fuch an Bvent
might happen, but they were not quite {fo confiftent with them-
felves in belicving that it awonl/d happen, upon the Prophecy of
an obfcure Man of no Charatter or Credit, when they refufe
to believe the Prophecies of Mofes and the Prophets, of Chriff
and his Apofiles, upon the Credit of Miracles. Neither was
{uch a Pawick, upon fo f{light an Occafion, worthy of the
boaficd Courage of an Jnfdcl Philofopker and Hero. But, this

, Inconfiftency

L R R
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'That I may the better anfwer his Majé‘ﬁy’s‘
pious Intention in calling us together, I fhall

fhew,

1. That all thefe publick Calamitics are God’s
Fudgments. |

I1. That God’s Intention in infli¢ting them is,
that the Inbabitants of the Earth may learn

Rzgbteoufnefs.

III. I fhall bring thefe general Arguments
home to ourfelves, and give fome Inftruc-
tions how we are to humble ourfelves be-
fore God, {o as to avert thofe Judgments
which "have befallen other Parts of the
World, and are likely to befal us.

I. I am to thew that all publick Calamities
are God's fudgments, not inflicted by his Per-
miffion only, but by his Agency, Direétion or
Commiffion. 'T'his feems to be a needlefs Un-
dertaking, becaufe it has been the received
Senfe of all Nations and Communities, 1n all

Ages, and Countries of the World. This

Inconfiftency of Behaviour fhews, that a well grounded Belief
of Religion 1s the only Foundation for true Magnanimity and
Greatnefs of Mind ; and that nothing clie can bear up a2 Man’s
Spirits in Times of great Danger. This was what lately gave
the FEuglith Proteftants at Lifbon {uch Prefence of Mind
and Compofure, when every Thing {eemed to threaten them

with the near Approach of the Day of Judgment.
B 2 has
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has been the Foundation of their Addrefies
to the Deity in Times of publick Diflrefs.
'This has been the Practice, not only in the
Cafes of wnational/ Calamities, but of every
leffer Community. When they have been
vifited with Calamities of any Sort, that have
fpread themfclves, or were hl«.ely to {pread
themfelves, thro’ a Neighbourhood, the
People have immediately looked up to God as
the original Author of them. DBut, as 1 ap-
p1ehend a great many ufeful Obfervations
may be made upon the Subject of God’s fudo-
sircnts, and his Manner of 777 jizﬁ;ﬁg them, and
thercfore I thall crave your patient Atten-
tion while I ecnlarge a little upon it.

The omnipoient God, the  Origin of all
Power, if he hqs a Mind to aeftroy, or dif-
trefs any Body of TVIen, could as eafily do it
by «wi/l:ng it to be done, as at firft He fpoke
the World into Being, without the Ufe of any
Means at all. But, this has not been His
Mecthod of Governing the World. He has
created every Thing for his own Glory and
Ufe. All the Elements have been employed
as his Inftruments in punithing Mankind for
their Wickednefs. If we believe the Scrip-
tures, they are exprefs as to every Particular.
The Plalin:/f aflures us,.that W 1mds and Storms
obey bis Word. That He {ends feafonable
Showers to make the Earth fruizfi/, and that,
by withholding them, He maketh a Land
barren for the w zc‘lzedmﬁ of them that dwell

thereiin.
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therein. By the Infeétion.of the Air the
Peftilence awalketh in Darknefs, and the Sicke
nefs defiroyets at Noon Day. 'That lofty Writer,
“ob, gives fuch a magnificent Account of
God’s Power in the Direction of the Elements,
that every attentive Reader muft be in the
Condition of the affe¢ting Writer; Ch. xxxvii,
1. lays he, af this alfo my Heart trembleth, and
25 moved . outof bis Place. 1 fhall tranfcribe
a few out of a great Variety of Paflages,
Ver. 2. ¢ Hear attentively the Noife of his
““ Voice, and the Sound. that goeth out of
‘“ his Mouth. Ver. 3. He direteth it under
“ the whole Heaven, and his Lightning unto
“« the Ends of the Earth. Ver. 4. After it
¢ a Voice roareth: He thundereth with the
“ Voice of his Excellency; and, Ver. g.
‘“ (God thundereth marvelouily with his Voice ;
““ great Things doth IHe which we cannot
¢ comprehend. Ver. 6. For, He {aith to
‘“ the Snow, be thou on the Earth, likewife
¢ to the fmall Rain, and to the great Ram
«“ of his Strength.

- ¢« Again, Ver 9. Out of the South
¢« cometh the Whirlwind ; and Cold out of
«“ the North. Ver. 10. By the Breath of
““ God Froft is given; and the Breadth of
«“ the Waters 1s {traitened. And at the 12th
«« Ver. Hetells us, that, 2 75 furned round a-
““ bour by His Counfels; that they may do what
«“ {oever He commandeth them upon the Face
< of the World in the Earth. "Ver. 13. He
¢ caufeth
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£ caufeth it to come, whether for CORRECTION
““ of His Land, or for MERCY.”

- Thus far, to a {ober Believer, the Account
muit needs be fatisfaCtory. But, if we mean
to do Jnftice to this Argument, it muft be car-
ried ftill farther. We muft not confider thefe
Inflruments as Agents, whole Agency 1s over-
- ruled and dire¢ted by God ; for, properly
{peaking, they have no more to do in the Ope-
rations which are the Means of ' inflicting Ca-
lamities upon Mankind, than the Rod in the
‘Hainds of a Parent can be faid to correé? the
Child. The Rod is only a paffive Inflrument
of  CorreCtion, the -Hund of - the Parent,
which ufes it, 1s the only Agent in the Calfe.
All the Elements are as incapable of . A4f7z0n as
the .znnocent Rod: 'They can no more give
Motion to themfelves, or ¢é upon any Thing
elfe, than they coulid at firft have given Ex-
2ftence to themfelves. Pbhilofopbers have intro-
duced an improper Language, which is grown
into fuch an eftablithed Fafhion, that many
well meaning Perfons have received it for
Dirvinity. They have talked of the Laws of
Nature, and the Laws of Matter and Motson,
as if they were {ome aéfive Principle {eparate
from the God of Nature; and into thefethe
- Infidels would fain refolve the dreadful Appear-
ances, which have lately laid wafte fo many
opulent Cities, and done fo much Mifchief in
“many Parts of the Earth. Now, in the firft
Place, -1 might. fafely defy the whole Herd of
SR Infidels
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Tnfidels to account for a// thefe Appearances, by
what they call the Laws of Nature, any more
than they can account for Attraction, Gravi-
tation, Vegetation, or Nutrition, even fuppofing
Matter to have any f{uch zzberent Principle of
Action as they would fain give 1t, In order to
avoid the Acknowledgement of a God who
ogoverns the World. But, it happens unfor-
tunately for their Scheme, that all their Opera-
tions direCtly prove a God in the fame Manner
that Miracles do, becaufe they could not poi-
fibly be produced witbout Him. INature, in
their Mouths, is a mere Canf Word, and, 1s
no more capable of performing any Operatzon
than Chance was able to create the World. All
the Flements are material Subftances; and a//
Matter, as {uch, is a dead, wunaclive Thing,
abfolutely incapable of doing any Thing. I
would fpeak of the Power of the De:zzy with
the utmoft Reverence, bur there can be no
Irreverence in faying that Osnipotence, itielf,
cannot make Matter capable of Atfwn, be-
caufec He has already made 1t wnalfzve 1n its
Nature, and no Power 1s capable of making
Contradiétions to be irue. The effabl:ffed Laws
of Nature, ufually fo called, are nothing
more than God’s ufual Method of acting upon
Muatter. At fuch a Time of the Year, In
fuch a Part of the World, He «fually pro-
duces thofe Effets which are attributed to
Heat 5 in another Part He #fually produces all
thofe Effe&ts which are attributeg to Co/d;

but
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but g/l thefe are the Effe&s of God’s Power

operating upon the Elements ; and, whenever
it becomes neceflary to the Purpofes of hig
Providence, He can alter the Climates, and
Seafons. That is, He can produce thofe
Effe&s at oze Time of the Year, or in orne Part
of the World, which in the ordinary Courfe
of his Providence He has produced in another.
'This has lately been exemplified, 1n too con-
vincing a Manner. For God has produced

thofe dreadful Eftefts in the coldeff Climates
which have »fually been effeCted in bof Ones;
and from under the #aters have i{fiued thefame
Emotions which have #fually been generated
in the Bowels of the Earth. This brings to
my Mind the Obfervation of a very fenfible
pious Perfon upon this Occafion, viz. that if
we could fee into the Caverns of the Deep, or the
Bowels of the Earth, we fbould [ee fomething
very extraordinary ; meaning, no Doubt, fome-
thing that produced thefe extraordinary Effeéts;
No, nothing. T'here s fomctbing very extraor-
dinary, indeed, but it is {fomething that no
Eye can {ee, no finzte Underftanding can com-
prehend. He would fee nothing but dead,
inactive Matter ; but there, and every wbhere
elfey is the invifible, ever active, all powerful
Creator, who putsin Motion every Particle of
all the Elements, wbhern, and in what Manner
He pleafes, and thus makes them the Zz/fru-
ments of his Vengance. The fame Reafon-

ing holds with Regard to Comets, and all other
S Badies
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Bodies whatfoever. In Support of my.Senti-
ments I fhall quote the Authority of a moft
eminent Chrzftran Philofopher, and one of the
beft Writers of the Age *. ¢ His (God Al-
mighty’s) Power is always working near us,
“ round wus, witlbin us, in every Part of us,
<« And this we may be aflured of, if Denosn-
<« [tration 1s to be relied on. In thofe fright-
<« ful Things, Storms and Tempefts, thofe
«« which look likeft the #ant of Government
«« 1in the World, Earthgquakes, Volcano's, &c.
<« This Truth lets us {ee the God of Nature,
«« wifely, knowingly, for the beft Purpofes,
<< pufbing, ordering every Particle and every
«« Atom. Wifdom and Knowledge perfide
«« even there ; and all will b= well, He hath
« not given.the Reins of the World out of
<« his Hands ; nor planted the Laws by which
<« it is to be governed, in Brute Matter. Yo
« {fay, He hath lodged 1in AMarter certain
«« Powers, whereby Events are to be effected
<« and direted, is but one Degree removed
<« from Epicurean Neceffity ; and, to {ay, He
“« only fuperintends the Execution of thefe,
¢« tho' it may feem more pious, 1s {carce bet-
‘« ter Phliofophy. For, befides the Impof-
«« fibility of planting Powers 1n Matter in-
«« confiftent with' the Nature and Effcuce of
< it, a Being who, by the Excellency of his
¢« Nature is -neceflarily every where prefent,

* An Enquiry into the Nature of the Human Soul. Prin-

ted for A. Miliar 1N the Strand. \rOl. I. P. 99.
C << Al
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¢ Alf-kncwwing abd Almighty, doth not want
¢« to be relieved of any Part of the Tafk. Such
¢ Philofophy {uits only ZLucian’s Deities.”
There i1s another Paffage at P. 140, fo much to
my Purpofe, that I muft take Leave to trant-
cribe‘it. ¢ We ought not to afcribe the Ope-
<< rations of his Power and Wi{dom to any
«« Caufe befides himfelf, which we do when
¢« we afcribe to Matter, Virtues and A&tivities
““ which we know not how it got. This
<« tends to leflen our Refpet to Him, or
“ make us imagine that He may be abfent
¢« while this Ficegerent of his Power per-
«« forms all: till we incline to think that
¢ thefe Activities may be proper, and ef-
'« fential to Maiter ; which hath been a grea-
‘¢ ter Hindrance to-our Dependence on the
< Dezty, and Regard for Him, than any other
¢« Notion that ever prevailed in the World,
<« &c. QOur Error 1mn this Cafe {feems to be a
¢« Fear of opprefling the Deity with the
«“ Multiplic:ty, or Diverfity of Things to be
< done; or that thefe Things are too mean for
<« Him to be concerned in; but true Philo-
«“ {fophy acquaints us better with the Nature
< of an infinitely perfect Being.” 1 have
been the longer upon this Head, i1n order to
obviate the Cavils of induftrious Infide/ity, and
to correct the Miftakes of honeft Minds, who
may not have had the Opportunity of
thoroughly confidering this Matter. I mufil
now mention the other known Means which

the
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the Great Governor of the World has made
ufe of when He has thought fit to inflict
temporal Calamities upon finfz/ Nations, tho’
I fhall have neither Time, nor Occafion, to
inlarge {o much upon them.

I11. From dead, unaétive Matter, we rife, in
the Gradation, to Animal Life, to the nume-
rous Tribes of Infects which God has em-
ployed in the Execution of his Wrath., Thefe
have fpontaneous Morzon, and may be confidered
as Agents ; but they are as ignorant of the
Mifchief which they do when they confume
the Fruits of the Earth, as the zzanimated
Rod 1s ignorant of the Pain which it is made
the Juftrument of giving. I'or Want of Jfu-
telleblual Faculties they are incapable of any
Intention to hurt any particizlar INation. They
run to and fro in the Eurth, and wherever they
come, they devour and deftroy, in Confequence
of their Nature; but, they no more come by
Accident, than by any concerted Scheme of
thf:u own. Their 1gnorant Agcncy 1s directed

y the Wifdom of the over- ruling Governor
of the World. For which Reafon they arc
ftiled in Scripture God's Hofts, and God's Ar-
mies 3 and God is faid tc fend them, to com-
mand them to go; to chaftife a wicked and
rebellious People. The Scripture Hiftory
gives fuch frequent and particular Accounts
of this Method of God’s Procedure in the

Punifhment of Nations, that it would be te-
C 2 | diou
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dious Impertinence to take up your Time with

Quotations. 1 fhall therefore go on to the
11]. Sort of Inftruments, which are Men.
Thefe Inflruments, are not only Agents, but,
having Intelleélual Faculties, they aét by De-
fizu. They both 4now and zafend the Mif-
chiefs they do. But, cne main 'Thing they
are altogether ignorant of, wrz. that they
are ¢verfed and direéted by God; and, while
they are gratifying their own vicious Paffions,
they are at the fame Time carrying on the
Purpofes of his Providence. God has the
fecarts of all Men at bis Difpofal, and, as
our excellent Liturgy exprefles it, Turus then:
as i1t feemeth beft to his beavenly Wifdom. Thus
1n prrvate Life God makes Ufe of the Wick-
ednefs of Men in the Punifhment of one a-
nother ; and fo with regard to wicked Princes
we are affured, from Fadcts recorded 1n Scrip-
ture, that He ferves Himielf of thewr Amb:-
tioi7 and Cruely to chaftife other Nations.
But, as they are only Inffruments of Punith-
ment in the Hands of God, when they have
anfwered his Purpofes, he has ufually deftroy’d
themi. ‘Thus the Egyprians were made the
inftraments of punithing the Ifraelites, and
we know 7bes» Fate. They were deftroyed
themfelves for their Cruelty. God was pleafed
to make the fame Ufe of the Babylnions ;
and, afterwards, for the fame Reafons, made
Ule of the Aedes to bring about #ber De-
{truction. As thefe are two very remarkable
Cales,
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Cafes, it may be proper to turn to them.
The Prophely of the Deftruction of the
Egyptians by the Babylonians is written in the
4.6th Chapter of Feremiab, and is extremely
well worth your Reading; but, it is written
in a Style {o ferrioly Majeftick, that it is im-
poffible for you to read it without trembling,
But the 1oth and 25th Verfes inform us,
that their Deftruc&ion was from the Lord
God Almighty. Ver. 1o. This 7s the Day of
the Lord God of Hofts, a Day of Vengeance,
that He wmay avenge Him of bis Adverfaries.
And at Verle 25. The Lord God of Hofis, the
God of IsrRAEL, faith, Behold f wiLL punifb
the Multitude of No, and Pharaok, and Egypr,
and 1 w07// deliver them into the Hands of thofe
who feek their Lives. With the fame Dignity
and Majefty of Style Ifaiab {ets forth the
Deftruction of Babylon by God, in the 47th
Chapter ; and affigns the Reafon why the
Feaws were delivered into their Hands as Cap-
tives, and why the Babylonians were punifhed.
Ver. 4. As for our Redeemer, the Lord of
Hofls is bis Name, the Holy One of Irael. 3.
Set thou filent, and get thee i1nto Darknefs, O
Daugbter of the Chaldeans, for thou fhalt no
more be called the Lady of Kingdoms. 6. T
was Wrath with my People; 1 bave polluted
my Inberitance, and given them into thine
Hand ; thou didft [bew them no Mercy, &c.
Ver. 11. Therefore fhall Evil come upon thee.

On this Occafion we may juftly take up the
rapturous
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rapturous Exclamation of the Apoftle; How
unfearchable are the Methods of Divine Provi-
deszce, and bis Ways paft finding out !

1V. All the Inftruments of the Dzvine Ven-
geance, which I have hitherto mentioned, are
upon Earth ; the laff are in Heaven ; where
theyv conftantly attend before the Throne of
God, ready to execute his Orders: Thefe
are as much more powerful, asthey are more
excellent in their Nature; and aét, not as
Mesz do, from themfelves, but by a [fpecial
Commzffienz from God. 'They know awbhy the
Fudements which they infli¢t are fent. That
the /loly Angels have been employed 1n the
Punifhment of finful Men, is as certain, as
that the Word of God 1s true ; and we have
abundant Reafon to believe, that they are
f12/l employed for the fame angry Purpofes,
as well as to prote¢t and comfort good Men.
But, asthey are 7nv7/10le in their Nature, their
Operations are {o too. If God wanted Inftru-
ments, and thought fit to employ them, He
has likewife all the Powers of Darknefs at his
Command. It is 77y Opinion, that wherever
Chriftianity prevails, they have no Power over
buman Bodies, or over any of the Elements, and
that God never gives them any Commi/ffion to af-
fli& Chriflzans in the Manner thatHe corzmiffion-
ed the Devil to afflict 70b. The Argument lies
in a little Compafs, and is unan{werable. All
material Bodies being unaélive in their Nature,
whenever we f{ee them in Motion, we are

o certain
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certain that they are attuated by fome 7zw22-
terial Being. 'This muft be either God, or a
Creature. But it is the higheft Abfurdity to
{uppofe that the Créator would grant any
Power to a Creature, independent of Himfelf,
It is impoflible that He fhould do it. For,
that would be making the Crearure to be
God. But whatever the natural Powers of good
. or bad Spirits may be ; this, however, we
- know moft afluredly, that neither of them are
-~ ever {uffered to inflkt Calamities upon Man-=
 kind without a Commzffiorr from God. |

- Here it-may not be improper to paufe a

little, and refle¢t upon the amazing Perfec-
- tions of -the Desty. If SFob’s Heart moved oué
- of its Place when he confidered God’s Power
; over the Elements, how muft ours fa:/ us for
|
E

 Fear when we confider him as direing and
. governing, not only all the Elements, and
. every Creature upon our Earth, but all the
heavenly Bodies, all the heavenly Hoft, all the
evil Spirits, all the Creatures of more Worlds
than our Imaginations can conceive ; when
we confider Him as prefent with them all at all
E Times ; preferving them In Being ;5 fuflaining
 them in the Ufe of all their feveral Powers
and Faculties ; co-operating with them ; and
iover—ruling them whenever, and in what
Manner, he pleafes. And yet, {fuch an- 272
comprebenfible, fuch an amazing Being there
‘muft be, or elfe nothing, no not any -of
our Infidels ever could have exified, or could

St
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Jubfift one Moment. What a folid Foundation
is this of Comfort to a good Man, and of
Confufion to the #icked, in a Time of Dif-
trefs or of Danger ! But to proceed.

From the whole of what has been faid, I
think, it appears very plainly that we of this
Nation can have no Security again{t the Fudo-
ments of God, either from the Situation of
our Country, or the INature of our Climate,
but that our only Security muft lie in making
a Friend of the Almfgblfj- We are an {ﬂcmd !
it is true, which has a #arura/ Advantage in it,
in Refpe& to foreign Livafions 5 our Clhimate 1s
temperate ; our Country produces -more of
the Neceflaries of Life than any other Coun-
try in the known World ; and thefe, proper-
ly improved, are the Rzches of a Nation, as our
F'leets are our great Bulwark ; but, what are all
thefe, what are all other Advantages, againit
sncenfed Omnipotence 2 God's infinite Knowledge
andWifdom can find out proper Ways of punz/fi-
ing us, and His infinite Holinefs makes Him
{o jealous of the Honour of his Laws, that He
will not {uffer any. zafional Violation of them
to go unpunifbed, even in this World. -Would
we, thérefore, be fafe from the Dangers that
threaten us? We muft, from God’s Judg-
~ments that are in the World, /learn Righteou/~
zefs. This naturally leads me to_the fecond
Head of my Difcourfe. I have laid before you

the feveral 4nown Methods of God’s infli¢ting
- -f publick
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pezélz'bé'Cdlmn_z}‘z'eJ; We are next to confider
the Defign of them.

II. The Defign of° God’s "Judgments is
| Twofold.

 The firft Defign of publick Calamities s, the
Punifbment of publick Vices, and thereby the
publick Vindication of the -Honour of God’s
Laws. The next World will be the proper.
Time and Place for an exa& Diftribution of
Rewards and Punithments, to every parti-
cular Perlon according to his Works ; but
in the mean while God w:// thew, that He
cgoverns the World, and that He is a Rzghte-
ous Governor, by making a Diftinétion be-~-
tween wicked, and pzous and wvirtuous Nations ;
which can only be done in their »ational
Capacity. ‘This has always been the Senfe of
all Mankind who believed a God. This is a-
greeable to the whole Tenor of Scripture, and
to the Hiftory of God’s publick Difpenfations,
as we find it in the Bzdle. Infomuch, that
I do not recolle&t, that there is upon that
facred Record a fingle Inftance of a wicked
People who have not been vifited with fome
publick Calamity, as a Punifbment of their Wick-
ednefs, tho’ the wickedeff. Nations may be long
{pared, either as the greateft Punithment that
God can infli¢t upon them by fuffering them
to fill up the Meafure of their Iniquity, and
{o become ripe for fotal Deflruéiion ; or, be-

caufe God intends to make ufe of them as
D Scourges
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Scourges to correct other Nations. Both thefe
Cafes, we are affured from God’s Word, have
beenverified in'Varietyof Inftances; and,Iverily
believe, w:z// be once more verified 1n a certain
ambitious, fubtle, deceitful, and powerful Prince
now living, and living a good deal too near us for
our Quiet and Security. It is the fame with
Regardto pious and virtuous Nations. God does
not {uffer them to be zoza/ly deftroyed, asa Na-
tion, by any wicked Prince, tho’ He may in-
fli Fudgments upon them by way of Cor-
#vection, in order to reform them. It 1s with
Refpect to Natwns, as 1t 1s in the Cafe of
private Perfons. A Child, for Inftance, may
ftand in Need of Correlfion, and it may be
confiftent with the frueft paternal Indulgence to
chattife it, when 1t would be an A& of the
moft unnatural Cruelty to abandon it while
there are reafonable Hopes of reclaiming it by
proper Difcipline. Thus it may be with Re-
{pect to any wicked Nation; it may be an
A& of great Mercy in God to vifit it with pub-
lick. Calamities, and very {evere ones too, when
gentler Methods will not do; but, He never
vifits them like hardened, abandoned Redels,
with utter Ru:z, till they have totally forfaken
Him. The Cafe of Jfudah under the Reign of
good fofiab may feem to difprove the Truth
of my Obf{ervation ; but, when confidered, it
confirms it. He did, indeed, a great dea! to-
- ywvards the Reformation of a moft wicked Peo-
ple. By his Regal Authority He deftroyed the
| 1dolatrous
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idolatrous Przefts and Ailtars ; by his abfolute
Power He caufed the Paffover to be obferved
and made the People outwardly zo renew the
Covenant 3 but the M:inds and Morals of the
Nation in general were {o thoroughly debauch-
. ed by his Predeceflfor, Manaffeb, that he could
not cure them of their inward Pronenefs to
Idolatry, and of their habitual vicious Incli-
nations. They rather complied with him in
his Reformation out of Fear, than from any
AffeCtion to it; and the innocent Blood fhed
by the idolatrous Father, of which the Bzl
of the Poeple probably approved, was unpar-
donable ; and fo they fell under an 1rreverfible
Sentence of Deftruétion : Yet to fhew how

acceptable #ational Piety is to God, this Af-
temnpr to bring about a Reformation induced the
Almighty to defer the Execution of the Sen-
tence during all Yofie’s Time. But to return
to the Pofition which I laid down at the Be-
ginning of this Head, wsz. that all publick
Calamities are fudgments inflicted by God as a
Punifbment for publick Wickednefs, and intended
as publick Tokens of His .Anger, tho’ in all’
Communitiesinnocent Members {uffer with the
Guilty ; and my Text is a diret Proof of

the Truth of my Pofition. For, if Fudgments,
like the common Difpeniations of Providence, fell
equally upon «// Nations, without any Dzfcrz-
mination, how fhould they carry any Leflon of
Infiruétion to the Inbabitants of the Earth, from

avhence to learn Righteoufnefs ; but, when they
D2 are
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are confidered as Tokens of the divine Difplea-
fure they are a Warning to others, and a Call to
Repentance. 'This is the -other Intention of
God’s Judgments.

Secondly, They are not only infli¢ted as
szw?mefzz‘s upon thofe who fuffer them, but
- that other Nations may read their own Fate, "if

they publickly incur the Difpleafure of the Al-
mighty, or having publickly oftended Him, do
not make Hafte to reconcile themfelvesto Him,
by a publick Reformation. It dees not follow
from hence, that thofe Nations who feel the
heavy Wrath of God in his Fudgments, are
Sinners above all Neotions, becaufe they have
Juffered fuch Things ; God only knows upon
whom to fend his Judgments, fo as may beft
an{wer the Ends of his Providence ; and our
blefied Saviour has taken Care to prevent any
{uch uncharitable Conftruction; but, at the
fame Time He has taught us the true Ufe
that ought to be made of fuch publick Fude-
ments, by afluring us, that zm[.sﬁ we repent we
SfFall all likewife be vifited. ‘This brings me to my
third Head, by way of Conclufion, which is,

iIl. To brmg the Doctrine, and the pre-
fent affliCted State of - other Nations, home to
ourfelves, and give you fome Inftrucions
concerning the Ufe we ought to make of it
in this melancholy Jun&ure. In cze Refpelt
the Nation has acted a mo(t Chriffzan Part, by
fbewing {o feafonable a Compafiion to ous
quermg Ne'ngéozm; and Friends. It was {:;

Imno
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moft noble Example, worthy the Generofity
of the Briti/h' Nation; fuch as muft excite
the Admiration of our Enemies, the LLove of
thofe who feel the Benefit of it, and, we
humbly hope, difpofe the Almighty to thew
Mercy fo the Merciful. But, having fhewn
our Chriftian Charity to others, let us not for-
oect to Thew our Pzety, by taking Warning from
the dreadful Ffudgments that are 1n the World,
and endeavour to avert them from ourfelves,
by a timely and fincere Repentance. They
have not only reached our Neighbours, but,
as his Maje/ty obferves in his Proclamation,

They bave been felt in fome Degree (and I may
add, in various Shapes) in _feveral Parts of thefe
Dominzons. Without taking upon us to en-
quire into the finful Condition of thofe who
have felt the Weight of the divine Ven-
geance, it 'is enough for zs to know, that all
national Calamities are divine Vifitations ; that
all national Vices, {ooner or later, will be pub-
lickly vifited by God; and that what his Mz
7efty fays of this Nation 1s true, vzz. That
our manifold Sins and Wickednefs bave moft
Juftly  deferved beavy and fevere Puniffbments
from the Hand of Heaven ; are not then all
thefe Confiderations fufficient to awaken our
Fears, and make us bethink ourielves how
we may appeale the Dzvzne Wrath? 1If, as
his Majefty goes on to obferve, the Almzighty,
out of his great Mercy, hath not only been our

Defence in Times of  Danger, but bath pro-
. tecled
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tected and preferved wus from imminent De-
fruction at this Time ; unlefs we make the
right Ufe of his Forbearance and long Suf-
fering, our Vifitation, when it comes, will
come with the greater Severity. *We have,
befides the Profeélion and Defence of Heaven
in Times of Danger, enjoyed a long Series
of the greateft Bleflings, of all Sorts; and
if we go on to add Ingratitude, the legiti-
mate Offspring of Pride, to our other Sins,
the Load of our Guilt, and the Weight of
our Punifbment, will be the heavier. We
feem to have been, like the fews of old, the
chofenn, the fawvourite People of God ; and, if
we follow their Example, in the Abufe of
fuch uncommon Favours, we may read the
Confequence in the Deftruction of that un-
oratefully rebellious People. Ler Favour be
fh:avn to the WickeD (faith the Prophet in
the Words following my Text) yef a:zll be
not learn Righteoufnefs. But, hear the {olemn
Declaration that follows; Lord, wbhen thy
Hand s lifted up, they will not fee, but they
SHALL fee, and be afhamed.

By this Time, I prefume, you are difpofed
to hear a Word of Advice concerning the
right Manner of obferving this Time of Fa/i-
2ng and Humzliation. We are under the Dif-
pleafure of the A/mighty ; we have abundant
Reafon to expe& fome publick 'Tokens of it;
and can we entertain {uch unworthy and blaf-
phemous Thoughts of the Deity, as to hope

to
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to appeafe his Anger with Abftinence from a
Meal’s Meat, or with any Thing lefs than an
Amendment of thofe Vices which have pro-
voked Him to fbreatern ust Any Man of com-
mon Senfe would think it an Indignity offered
to his Underflanding to have fuch Folly and
Weaknefs aicribed to him, as to imagine him
capable of forgiving the greateft Affronts and
Injuries, only for one formal Acknowledg-
ment. of our Faults, without ftudying to
make Satisfadtion by a better Behaviour ? To
expect his Friendfhip upon one cold Applica-
tion to Him, when we take no Care to ren-
der ourfelves worthy of his Kindnefs, by the
Tenor of our Behaviour to him? If, upon
this Occafion you come to Church, out of
Curiofity to hear what the Preacher has to
{ay, or in the Hurry of your Fright upon the
Profpe& of an impending Danger, and im-
mediately afterwards return to your Vices,
and live as it were without God in the World,
by never, or feldom, making any Application
to him by private Prayer, and an Attendance
upon pubkck Worfhip, this occafional Appear-
ance will be a mere Mockery, and an Infult
upon Providence. 1f we mean in good Earneft
to make our Peace with God, and contribute
our Share towards averting thefe Fudgments,
which we deferve and fear ; which we fear,
‘becaufe we are confcious that we deferve
them; we muft all go Home and fearch
our Hearts, and examine our Lives with

Sincerity,
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Sincerity, that we may have -a thorough
Knowledge of the Number, the Nature, and
Heinoufnefs of our Sins; and then: labour
with the utmoft Induftry to reltify our vi-
cious Inclinations, and to fubdue our fubborn
bad Habits. This 1s-our Duty. as private
Chriffians ; this the Nation expells from us
as Members of the Community, - National
Wickednefs is made up of perfonal Sins; {pread
throughout the Kingdom, till-they become
General ; {o- that every private Member of
the Community, by his Vices, helps to .make
us a wicked People, and to bring down:God’s
Judgments upon us; and every Member that
is a good Chriftian helps to. avert them.
Let every one of us humble our proud and
wicked Hearts before our offended God, and
provide for our own and the Nations Safety,
by contributing whatever we can towards a
national Reformation. L

Upon the laft- publick Faft 1 drew out, from
the Scriptures, a fair Account of the Sins for
which God vifited, other Nation’s of old, and
by comparing them with the then State of
this Nation, fhewed what Reafon we had.to
expect the like Vifitations. . I fhall not re-
peat the (ame black Catalogue. 1. fhall only
obferve, that if other privaze Parts of the
Kingdom be no better than this, the prefent
State of it is worfe than it was.. But, tho’, as
I have obferved, private, perfonal Sins, when

{pread throughout the Nation {o as to become
general,
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general, may conftitute national Wickednefs,
yet Sins of a more publick Nature do more par-
ticularly coutribute towards it. Some of thefe,
therefore, demand particular Notice on this
Occafion.

Firft, I fhall mention Perjury, of f{everal
i  Kinds. Swbornation of Perjury is a very grow-
| zng Vice, infomuch that no Man’s Property, or
Lzberty, or even Life, can be faid to be fafe
from the pernicious Effets of it. And itisa
Vice as provoking to the Deity, as it 1s de-

ftructive of foczal/ Happinefs.
Secondly, An Oathupon great Occafions 1s

abfolutely neceflary; but, where they are
multiplied to fuch a Degree as they are at pre-
fent, it muft unavoidably bring in a Flood of
Perjury; for, when Men {wear to do any
thing which they do not Z7ow whether they
fhall be able to perform, or without confider-
ing the Nature of the Oath, they are as much
perjured, as if they intended to break it, or ne-
glected afterwards to perform it. 1 need not
fay what Sort of Oaths I mean. I hope thofe
who 7Zmpofe them, as well as thofe who zate
them, will confider, that thus publickly trifling
with God as a Witnefs, and an _Avenger, of
Falfehood, is a publick Indign:fy that muil
oreatly {well the Account of our natzonal Wick-
ednefs.. Befides, if this Multiplication of unnece/-
Jary Oaths, were not an almoft neceflary Intro-

ducion to much Peryury, it is taking the Name
of
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of God in vain by pullick Author:ty, which all
Perfons, efpecially all Legzflators, ought ftudi-
oully to prevent.

There 1s another Sort of Perjury, not unfre-
quently practifed, which very few dare to own,
and I wifh none dared to commit ; I mean,they
who take the Oaths to the Government againft
their Inclination and their Confcicnce.

The Neglect of publick Worfrip, and the
Breach of the Sabbath, efpecially by Perfons
of Fafhion, are become geniee/ Vices. People
of any Confequence in civil Life would be
afhamed to be feen at Church, efpecially at the
Sacraments; and, if they want to go a “four-
726y, no Day {o convenient and agreeable as
the Swunday. ‘Thele are publick Vices in a
double Senfe ; as they are of a publick Nature,
and committed by Perfons of the moft confp:-
crous Charaéler *. If the Honour of God’s
Authority, asthe Creator and Governor of the
World, be not nearly concerned in the Vzola-
tion of {uch public Ordinances as thefe, it will
be an idle Thing ever to mention the Authority
of God, orthe Honour of his Laws; or, in-
deed, to {ay any Thing about God, as the Cre-
ator and Governor of the World.

Voluptuoufnefs is another publick Vice. 1If

any Vice can be zafional, this is; becaufe it

* If any one hasaMind to fee the Nature and IHeinouf-
nefs of thefe Vices fet forth at large, they may pleafe to perufe

my Scripture Hiftory of the Saébath, and my Book upon
Prayer and the Sacrament.
has
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has {pread itfelf thro” @/l Ranks. Pleafire is
become the grear Bufinefs of Life. If any
Vice can be of pernicious Confequence to the
Welfare of a trading Nation, this is zbe Vice.
If any Vice can be offenfive to the Almighsy,
no Vice can be more {o than this Spirit of Zo-
[uptuoufnefs, becaufe it is utterly inconfiftent
with anv Re/igions Frame and Difpofition of
Mind. Tt is no lefsa Vice than Idolatry; and
a worfe Sort of Idolatry than was ever prac-
ticed by the ews, or the Papifts: Together
with their Ido/s, the Former paid divine Honour
to the frue God ; together with the Idolatrous
Objects of their Worfhip, the /latfer do not
- forget to worfhip God. But our FVoluptuaries
- worfhip nothing but their Pleafures. ‘They
- worfhip their Pleafures, as we are com-
- manded to worthip God only, with all their
. Souls, and with all their Strength. ‘Their
. whole Heart, with all its Affections, are en-
. caged to this Idol. And can we think that
. the fealoufy of God’s Wrath "will pafs over
. fuch a publick Departure from Him without

. doing Himf{elf publick “fuftice.
. If the Goddefs of Pleafure has any confi-
derable Rival/ in this Nation, it is Mammon.
'This God has his Numbers of FPotaries 3 and
“they are all true to the Intereft of their Maf-
ter. 'The great Bent of their Minds, and the
main Drift of all their Schemes, {eems to be,
to get as much of zbzs World for zhemfelves
and Families, as pofiibly they can. If they
- E 2 can

{.
|
:
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can ferve their Maker and Redeemer, by pro-
moting the Intereft of Chrifizanity, confift-
ently with their Duty to their fupreme God,
Mammon, 1t is all very well; but, if the
true God and the Idol be Competitors for their
Service, 1 can pretty well tell which of the
Candidates will have their Pofe and Intereft.
'T'o be very {erious (for 1t 1s a very {erious and
a very melancholy Affair) fuffer me to atka few
thort Queftions ; we have been fupplicating
the Affiftance of Heaven in our Diftrefs, but
what Reafon have we to expect it? What
Reafon have we to expect that God will con-
cern Himf{elf about our Safety, when we have
concerned ourfelves f{o little about his Ho-
nour, and the Intereft of his Religion? Or
how can we be faid to have had his Honour,
and the Intereft of his Religion at Heart, when
proper Encouragement and Affiftance have not
been given to thofe who were able and willing
to promote them? Let the Great and the
Wealthy lay their Hand upon their Heart, and,
1i they can fay that in general proper Encou-
ragement and Afliftance bave been given to
fuch Perfons, I will with Shame lay my Hand
npon my Mouth, and never offer to complain:
any more of the Times. And now, upon the
moft impartial View of the State of the Na-
tion, I am fully confirmed in the Truth of
his Mdjefty’s Oblervation, viz. That we deferve
the Vengeance of Heaven ; and feel it we moft
undoubtedly fhall, unlefs we prevent it by

a national
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a national Reformation; which, 1 think, is
morally impoffible to be effeCted without the
Affiftance of a very fbarp and lefling Vifita-
Z2072. - . '
1 I fhall conclude with a Confideration. re-
- commended to us from the Throne, and rhere-
fore worthy our Attention, but of fuch Im-
portance in.its Nazure, that it muft needs re-
commend: 77fe/f to the Attention of every fe-
rious Perfon; upon the Succefs of his Ma~-
jefty’s Councils, his Fleets and Arnzes, depends.
the Prefervation of our Religion, our Freedom,
our Trade, our every Thing that is dear to
us. By the Sincerity. of our Repentance for
our paft Sins, by the Piety and Virtue of our
future Bebaviour, and by the Ardency of our
Prayers, we may do.{omething (and this is
all that we can do) towards averting the
Fudgments of. God ; the Eartbquakes, the In-
undations, the Storms and Tempefts, that are
in the World ; but there are other Dangers as
imminent; there are other Jfudgments no lefs
dreadful in. their Confequences, towards a-
verting of which we may, and muff (it we
mean to do our Duty) do fomething wwre.
We are.in Danger from a zear, from a reff--
lefs, from.a pofent and determined FEnemy ;. and
therefore if we fincerely defire to be- fuccefs--
ful againft his unwearied Attempts-to ruin us,
to our Piety and Virtue we muft add our united.
Zeal to firengtben the Hands of his Majeily,
inftlead of fomenting private Animofities, and’

party



[ 30 ]
party Divifions, which cannot but weaken
them.

As to thofe who have taken Ouarhs to
the Government, and yet endeavour all. they
can privately to obftruét the Meafures taken
for our Safety, by propagating Dizfcontent ;
I ‘know that there are fuch Monfters, or elfe
I could not believe it; however, they act
confiftently with zbesr political Scheme, tho’
they a&t the moft z7religious and knavifh Part
that can be conceived ; the moft zrreligious,
becaufe they are Guilty of the moftt deliberate
and babitual Perjury; the moit Znavifb, be-
caufe they live in Hypocrify and a Breach of
Truft, by [feeming and promifing, in the moft
folemn Manner, to be Friends, while they
are determined Enemies ; and, if they wifh
well to the Church of England, and their
Civil Liberties (as they would be thought to
do) they act a moff weak Part too; for, a Po-
ptfb Prince and a Proteftant Conftitution are
an aofolute Inconfifferrcy. But, as for thofe who
do nof mean to overturn the Government, and
yet refufe to aid the Meafures of his Mayefty,
I muft look upon them as dowwuright I1diots,
or Madmen : 1 am willing, therefore, to hope
that every one of us in our private Station
will act at this critical Juncture, with-a Zeal
and Unanimity becoming a Caufe f{o juft, fo
honourable, and important to us as Chriffzans,
as Proteflants, as frecborn Englifbmen. Amen.
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