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Math.vii. 20, Wercfore by their f ;‘uita;
jﬁ’ﬂ)d” kzm'w f/;)emi

with the writings of infidels, muft know,
that, there is"no topic on which they
ifift at greater length, or with more plaufibi-
jity, than the innumerable {etts and parties into
which the Chriftian world is divided. 'With what
upparent triumph do they enlarge, on the con-
tradi®tory tenets, which different perfons profels
to found upon the fame feriptures, their violent
oppofition one to another, and the ‘great dif-
ficulty, or rather impoflibility of difcovering
wruth, among fo many, who pretend each to
have the entire and exclufive poffeflion of it.
Having gone thus far, it is ealy and natural
to proceed one {tep farther and affirm, that the
great plurality of every denomination, do not
embrace religion in general, or the tenets of
their own fect in particular, from rational or
perfonal convition, but from a blind imitation

of others, or an attachment to one or a few di-
ftinguithed leaders, whofe authority is ftronger
than all other evidence whatever, Thus is religi-

A2 on,

EVERY one who hath any acquaintance
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on, at once, fuppofed true and yet deftroyey.
that is tofay, itis at one ftroke, asit Were, &nnii
hilated, in almoft all who profefs it, theis opia
ons, whatever they are in themfe]ves, being g
more than implicit faith and party prejudice iy

thofe who embrace them.

The fame vilible ftate of the world, whig
gives occalion of triumph to the enemies of I¢.
ligion, gives, often, no {mall uneafinefs and 5
xiety to its friends, particularly to the beft s
moft difpaflionate of every party. Seriousan
confcientious perfons, when they reflect up,
the divifions that prevail, when they are i,
nefles to the contention and mutual accufation
of different parties, are ready to be overwhel.
ed with melancholy upon the profned, as wt
as involved in donht and perplexity, as to wha
courfe they themfelves thould hold, It is not
uncommon to find perfons of every rank in this
fituation, not only thofe of better education,
who are able to take an extenfive view of the
flate of things, in this and in preceeding ages;
but alfo thofe of lefs knowlege and comprehen.
fion, when any violent debates happen to fil
within the fphere of their own obfervation.

Thele realons have induced me to make choice
of the paflage now regd as the fubjedt of dif
courfe at this time. It contains the rule to which
our Saviour appeals in his controverfy with the
Pharifeés, and by which he, once and again, de
{ires that their pretenfions may ‘be judged. I ap-

prchend
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prehend from the the context, that it is equal.
ly applicable to their charalters and their princi-
ples, thetr integrity before God in their offices
ceachers of others, and the foundnels of their
Jolirine as to its effects upon thofe who {hould
eceive it.  Thefe two things are, indeed, in a
great meafure conneted together, or rather they
. mutually involved in one another, though it
is poffible, and, in fome few cales, profitable, to
make 2 diftinétion between them.

What is further propoled, through the affift-
ance of divine grace, in the profecuiion of this

fubject, 15,

I To fhow, that the rule here given by our Sa-
viour is the befl that could have been given,

and that it is fufhicient to diftinguifh truth
from error,

I, That thisisin fact the rule by which all good
men, and, indeed, mankind in gener-l, fo far
as they are fincere, do judge, of religious prin-
ciples and pretenfions.

I, To conclude with fome refleftions on the
fubject for the benefit both of minifters and
people.

- In the firft place then it is propofed to thow,
that the rule here given by our Saviour is the
beft that could have been given, and that it is
futficient to diftinguith truth from error. To
. A3 lay
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fay a foundation for this, it will be neceffary
begin by fettling, in as precife a manner 4 pof
ble, the meaning of the rule, and to what cafe
can be juftly applied. Ye fhall know them by gy,
fruits, faith our Saviour—That 1s to fay, yhe
any perfon aflumes the charalter of a divige

teacher, and propofes any thing to your befi
as from God, fee whether its fruits be really fuit.

able to its pretenfions: particularly, youarey
lay down this asa principle, that, as he is holy
in his nature, every thing that proceeds frop
him muft be holy in its tendency, and produc
holinefs as its fruit. In proportion as you fee this
cffeét in him who teaches it, and thofe who e
brace it, fo, reccive it astrue, or rejelt it as falfe.
By laying down the rule in thefe terms I dg
not mean to deny, that, when a revelation is firf
propofed as from God, or when the credit of
fuch revelation in general is cxamined, miracles
are a diftin¢t and conclufive proof of a divine
- commiflion. I am perfuaded that nothing is more
vague and indeterminate, and, at the fame time,2
more manifeft inverting the natural order of
things, than to fay with fome, We muft judge
of the truth of a miracle by the nature of the
doctrine in fupport of which it Is wrought ; and
if this lalt is worthy of God, we may then admit
the honorary teflimony of the mighty work in
its behalf. They do not attend to the great ig.
norance of man in all {piritual and divine things
without revelation, and to the boldnels of hu-

man
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man pride, who fpeak in this manner. I would
ather include this as one of the proper fruits
of 2 divine commiflion to teach any new doc-
(rine, that figns be given of a {uperior power ac-
companying the prophet. Thus we fee the °ws
made this demand of our Saviour, #What fign
freweft thou then, that we may fee and beliene
thee ? What doft thou work*? It is true, in fome
‘nftances, when, after many miracles, they per-
Sfted in afking new figns of their own devifing,
he condemns their obftinacy and refufes to gratify
ir. Notwithftanding this, we find him often ap-
pealing to his works asan arteftation of the truth
of his miffion : thus he fays, Believe me that I
am in the Father and the Father n me, or elfe
believe me for the very works faket. And elfe-
where, If I had not done among them the weorks
that none other man did, they had not had fin : but
new they have both feen, and hated both me and
my Father 1. Agreeably to this, we find Nicode-
musdrawing the conclufion, Rabbi we know thou
art a teacher come from God, for no man can do
the miracles that thou doft except God be with
him §. |

There is no doubt, however, that this muft
be infeparably joined with a purity of charaéter,
and fanlity of purpofe. When thele are want-
ing, it gives the jufteft ground of fulpicion,
leads to the ftricteft examination of miraculous

¥ Jbnvi. 30, t fohn xive 1%, 1 Fobnxv. 24.
§ Fohn i, 2,

pretén-
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pretenfions, and will certainly end in the g,
very of fuch as are falfe. For this is the very o,
cellence of the rule Jaid down by our Saviour,hy,
tho’ reafon may bevery unfit to pafsan indepen
dent judgment upon truth and error, conftien
may, with little danger of miftake, rejedt why
is evil, and yield its approbation to what is oy
. Bur what [ have chiefly in view is, that fu
pofing the truth of the gofpel in general, p.
ricular opinions and pratices muft be iried js
this manner, As the gofpel is allowed on]
hands to be a dodtrine according to godlinet;,
when differences arife, and each oppofite fige
_ pretends to have the letter of the law in its f;
vour, the great rule of decifion is, which doih
moft immediately, and moft certainly, promote
piety and holinefs in all manner of converfation,
In this way every doftrinal opinion, every form
of government, and every rite and praflice is
worlhip may be brought to the teft and tried by
is fruits,

As opinions, fo charalters muft be tried inthe
fame manner. The truth is, this, tho’ deflerving
particular mention, is included in, or is but a par
and branch of the other, To. pals a judgment
on particular charalters is of very fmall moment,
or rather, a peremptory decifion of this kind is
both unneceflary, and improper, unlefs whenit
is of weight in a caufe. It is only prophets and
teachers that fall to be fingly, or perfonally tried,
becaufe they are fuppofed to exhibit, in th i

owg
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own practice, an example of the force and in-
quence of their principles. If on them they have
10 effect that is good, there is not the leaft pre-
woce for infifting that others fhould embrace
them.

Nothing farther feems neceffary by way of ex-
plication of this rule, fave to obferve from the
context, that fair and plaufible pretences, either
of opinions or charadters, muft be examined with
particular care, as being moft' ready to dective;
and the trial muft be more by falts than by rea-
foning, as is implied in the very langnage ufed
in the text, by their fruits ye fhall know them,

The excellency of this rule may be compre-
hended under the two following particulars,
ff, lts certainty. 2dly, Its perlpicuity.

The firft of thele will admit of little difpute. As
Godisinfinitely holy in his own nature, every dif-
covery that he has made to any of his creatures,
muft carry this impreflion upon it, and have a
iendency to promote holinels in them, And, as
this is manifeftly the defign of the facred oracles,
and that {yftem of divine truth which they con-
uin, every thing by way of opinion, or pratice,
that pretends to derive its authority from them,
may lawfully be tried by this rule, Will it make
us more holy than before ? |

It is of moment here to ‘obferve, that this
rule hath a deep and folid foundation.” It pro-
ceeds upon the {uppofition, that all natural are

inferior to moral qualities; that even the no-
bleft
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bleft intelleftual abilities are-only fo far .

able, as they are {ubfervient to moral perfeftigy,
or in other words, that truth is in order to ood.

nefs. It is not (as bas been often faid) in his AL
mighty power, his infinite wifdom, or the iy,
menfity of his Being, that the glory of God chigt
ly confifts, but in his immaculate holinefs ap

fpotlefs purity. Each part of the divine chary,
ter, indeed, derives a luftre from the other. i

is the union of greatnefs and goodnefs that make
him truly God. His moral excellence bécomes
infinite in value and efficacy by refiding ina
infinite: fubje®. But if it were poffible to fe
parate his natural perfetions from his moral ex.
cellence, or could we fuppofe them joined t
malignity of difpofition, he would be the pre

per-object, (let us fpeak it with reverence), not
of .fupreme love, but of infinite deteftation.

- This is more than fufficient to fupport the o
der in which things are reprefented above, snd
fhow,that its moral influence is the proper touch
ftone and trial of religious. truth. Thele doc
trines only come from God which tend-to form
us after the divine image. Thus far, perhaps, il
will allow it to be true; at leaft the affertionis
common. But be pleafed to obferve, that thisne
ceffarily fuppofes the fure and infallibly efficscy
of real truth in promoting holinefs, and the in
fufficiency of error and falthood for this pur
pofe. If thefe were not both alike certain, the

sule would be equivocal and abfurd. If men ]
be-
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elieving lics could attain to unfeigneﬂ goodnefs
,pd true holinefs, then their moral effet could
qotin the leaft ferve to diftinguifh between truth

od error. It is no lefs plain that if o abfurd a
appolition. is admitted but for a moment, the
alue of truth is wholly deftroyed, and no wife -
an will employ his time and pains in endea-
wouring to difcover, to communicate, or to de-
fend 1t |

The other particular comprehended under the
excellence of this rule, is its perfpicuity . That,
it is not only fure.and infallible in itfelf, but ca-
pble of an eafy application by thofe who have
occafion to ufe it. Here, if any where, there is
room for doubt and difputation. Here, it may
be alledged, all the confufion and uncertainty
returns, which was before complained of, and
for which a remedy ‘was required. Men will ftill
differ in their opinions as to what is true good-
nefs. Befides, they will fiill debate the fincerity
of many pretenfions, and the reality of many ap-
pearances 3 and, -as art.and hypocrify will always
be ufed on the one hand, delufion muft be the
unavoidable confequence on the other.

This bowever is no more than the neceffary
confequence of human imperfe&tion. It cannot
be denied, and it may, without any hefitation,
be confefled, that men are liable to err, and that
many have erred in the application of this rule.
But, who can from thence juftly infer, that it is

not of fufficient clearnefs, to direct thofe who
will
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will honeftly make ufe of it, and to lay the,
ror of thofe who are mifled entirely at their oyy
door ? :

It pleafed God to write hislaw upon the heyt
of man at firft. . And the great lines of duy,
however obfcured by our original apoftacy, ye
ftill fo vifible, as to afford an opportunity of
judging, what conduét and pradtice is, or isng
agreeable to its diftates, It will be found fron
experience; that ‘men are able to determine oy

this point, with far greater certainty, than ons.
ny other fubjet of religion : that is to fay, they
can percewe the excellency of the end, when they
are in much doubt about the means, in thep-
felves, or {eparately confidered.

Such authority hath natural confcience, #il,
in man, that'it renders thofe wha, in their own
condudt, defpife its reproofs, inexcufable in the
fight of God*. "B, it is of importance in the
prefent argument to obferve, that every one is

able to pafs a far furer judgment on the mor
charatter of another, than his own. 'The pol-

lution of the heart brmgs a corrupt biafs on the
judgment, in a man’s own cafe, and makes
him pailiate and defend thofe fins, to whichhe
is ftrongly inclined, or of which he hath been
already guilty : whereas in determining the dis-
racters of others,this biafs is lefs fenfibly felt.

This is perhaps the true and only reafon why

* See RG}?:, L 20, 1, 14
any
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any deference is paid to virtue as praife-wor-

thy, by thofe who are enemies to it in their

tearts, OF any public honour and refpet given

o the fervice of God, in the world, where fo
great 2 majority are evidently*in the interefts of
nother malter. :

One fingular-excellence of this rule is, its be-
ing the moft univerfally intelligible. 1t is level
o the capacity of men of all degrees of under-
fanding. There is little difference, if any, in this
efpet, between the wife and the unwife, the
earned and the ignorant.  Perhaps this circums
dance alone ought to give it, in juflice, the
meference, to every other teft of religious
ruth.  Religion is the concern of all alike, and
thercfore, what relates to it {hould be open to
Jl. It was the charafter, and the glory of the
sofpel, at its firft publication, that it was preach-
ed to the poor. And, by this it is flill ditinguith.
ed, not only from many or moft falfe religions,
but, efpecially, from thofe philofophical {pecula-
tions, in which the enemies of all religion place
their chief (trength. 'When we perufe a fyftem
or theory of moral virtue, the principles of
which are very refined, or the reafoning upon
itabltratted and above the comprehenfion of the
vulgar, it may be ingenious, but it carries in jt-
[elf a demonftration, that, becaufe it is unfit, it
ould never be intended for general ufe.

Here, then, lies the great advantage of the rule
iid down by our Saviour, The bulk of man-

" B kiﬂd,
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kind, thole of lower rank, and even thofe ay,
them of weakefl or leaft cultivated underfypy,
jng, are able to judge of the effelts of Principle;
or to fee the beauty of an excellent charafter
when they are not able to examine a do&nne
or apprchend the reafoning upon which iti
founded. The diftates of c_onfmencc are ofte
immediate and clear, when the dedutionsf
reafon are long and involved. To makein;
cate refearches in theory, requires great natup
abilities, which are the portion of very few: by
to judge of a vifible charalter requires only 2y
impartial {enfe of right and wrong. Of this the
plain man is as {ufceptible as the moft acute by
nature, or the moft enlightened by education,
. In Ged Almighty, infinite knowlege and infisite
holinefs are united, and, we have reafon to think,
that,” in their perfection, they are infeparable
But we know, by experience, that they do not
bear an exalt proportion to one another in in
ferior natures, at leafl, among finful creatures
'There may be, and there often is, great virtue
and goodnefs in a mean capacity, and great de
pravity in perfons of eminent ability.

From tkele confiderations it is plain that this
rule of trying a doftrine by its effels, as a tree
by its fruits, may be applied by the meaneft %
well as the greateft, and with as fittle danger of
miftake. Perhaps it might have been fafely of

firmed with lels danger of miftake. Greatin-
- telleftual



elletual abilities, and great natuwal advantages
of every kind are very ready to fwell the mind
with pride and felf-conceit, than which no dil-
pofition is, In _itfelf more odious in the fight of
God, or more unfavourable to the difcovery of
ruth.  This feems to be confirmed by experi-
ence, and it is plagnly the view given us of our
prefent ftate in the holy feriptures. Thus the a-
roflle Paul fays, Ye fee your calling brethren, how
that not many wife men after the flefb, not many
miohty, not many noble are called. But God hath
chofen the foolifl things of the world, to confound
the wife ; and God hath chofen the weak things of
the warld to confound the things which are migh-
ty, and bafe things of the world, and things which
are defpifed hath God chofen, yea, and things
which are noty to bring 1o nought things that are .
that no flefb fhould glory in his prefence +. For
the very fame thing we find our blefled Redeemer
«doring the depth and fovereignty of divine pro-
vidence, in the following terms, In that hour Fe-
fus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, I thank thee, O
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that ticu haf¥
hid thefe things from the wife and prudent, and
haft revealed them unto babes: even fo Father
for fo it feemed good in thy fightt,
Miftakes, however, after all there will be, and
fome differences even among the beft ; but, from

t 10, 1., 26.—29. 1 Lukex, 21.

B2 this
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this very circumftance, I derive another great ¢,
cellence of the rule above laid down, that, it
not only the teft of truth for a man’s felf, py
the meafure of forbearance with regard to other,
By carefully examining their fruits, men may g
only be direfted what to embrace, and what .
pital and fundamental errors wholly to rejed,
but alfo in what particulars to exercile motu;]
forbearance, and, tho’ fmaller differcnces ftill fup.
fift, to reccive one another to the glory of GoJ.
If in any perfon or perfons, of whatever pany,
you perceive the {pirit of true and nndefiled re.
ligion, they are accepted of God, and (hould not
be condeinned by you. This ought, not in ju
flice, to induce you to approve or embrace evc.
ry one of their principles, or cvery part of their
praflice, of which perhaps you have feen or felt
the bad tendency; yet thould it engage youto
love them with unfeigned affection, as fincere,
~ though, in fome meafure, miftaken fervants of
our common Lord.

I hope it appears from the preceeding obfe:
vations, that this rule, of trying every principle
or profeflion by its fruits, is the beft that could
have been given. It is certain and infallible in

itfelf, and we are lefs liable to miftake in the vfe

of it, than of any other. There feems, indeed to
be an exadt analogy between this rule in religi
ous matters, and reafon in our common and civil
concerns. Reafon is the beft guide and direttor

of human life. There is, ccrtainly, an eflentil
diffce
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difference between wifdom and folly, in the na-
wre of things.  They are alfo fenfibly oppofite
(o one anothér in their extremes. Innumerable
2&tions, however, there are, or modes of a&tion,
of 2 more doubtful and difputable nature, as to
the wifdom or weaknels of which, hardly any

two men would be entirely of the fame opinion.
Let the enemy of religion make the application,
who denies its reality, becaufe all good men are
not of the fame mind ; or becaufe there are dif-
ferent parties and profeflions who oppofe one a-
nother in fome opinions and praices. He alls
jult the fame part, as he, who fecing the differen-
cesof judgment among men, upon almoft every
fubject that falls under their deliberation, fhould
renounce the ufe of realon, or deny that there
is, in nature, any fuch thing.

We now proceed to the fecond thing propof-
¢d, to thow, that the rule above explained and
defended, is that by which, in fact, all ferious
verfons, and, indeed, mankind in general, fo far
as they are {incere, do judge of religious princi-
ples and pretenfions.

By ferious perfons, I underftand all thofe who
are truly religious, in oppolition to thofe who
have-only 2 nominal and cuftomary profeffion.
If we would {peak with precifion, or reafon in a
jult and conclulive manner, we muft keep this
dilinction conftantly in view. Nothing does
more harm to any caufe than a treacherous friend
of bofom enemy :; and nothing does more hurt

B 3 to
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to the interefl of religion, than irs being loaded

w.th a great number, who, for many obvious re;.

fons, affume the form, while they are ftrangers

to the power of it. The fallacy of almoft 4

the reafonings of infidels lies here.  They con.

{ider religion as anfwerable for all the hypocri-

{y of thofe who profefs it, and all the wicked.

nefs of thofe who have not renounced the pro.

feflion ; as if in order to its being true, it muft
be impoflible for any to counterfeit it. If tht
were the cale, no thanks would be due t0 im..
partial enquiry. All colour of objection being
taken away, the aflent would not be yielded, byt
compelled. This, doubtlefs, the prefumptuous
wifdom of man ordinarily dictates,but according
to the fuperior wifdom of God offences muft
come——and herefies alfo, that they that are at-
proved may be made manifcft,

Suppofing, thercfore, the important diftincti
on between real and nominal Chiiftians, all of
~ the firft character, of every age, and of every
party, are fo far from being under the influcnce
of implicit faith, that they try the truth by its
fruits, and adhere to it for its ¢ffects. There is
fomething more in the cafe of every good man,
than barely a rational perfuafion of the truth of
religion in general, from the arguments adduced
to fupport it. The truths of the gofpel give him
fuch a view of himfelf, and his own flate, as ex:
perience fhews him to be true. In the gofpel he
finds a remedy [ropoled for bis guilt and mife-

1Y)
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y, which, befides all the other evidences of its
.ine original, is exactly fuited to his felt condi-
.on. Add to both thele, that he immediately ex-
rences its happy effet, not only in laying the
ot foundation for his peace, but in operating
torough change in his heart and life, Thus
th every real Chriftian, an-inward and expe-
imental proof of the truth of the gofpel, not
ontrary, but fuperior to, flronger and more .

sble than any fpeculative reafoning. In this
enfe we are to underftand the words of the a-

ofle John, He that believeth on the Son of God
Fath the witnefs in himfelf ¥, This is common
10 all real believers of whatever denomination,
who not only are perfetly agreed in the effen-
tials of religion, but much more agreed in eve-
iy thing material, than they themfelves either
de.rly apprehend, or are willing to confefs.

So far every good man mulft be acquitted from
he charge of implicit faith; we may adopt con-
cerning all fuch the words of our Saviour to Pe-
ttr, Blefjed art thou Simon Barjona: For flefh
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Futher which is in heaven+t. It is no lefs plain,
that, in every thing that is fuppofed to make a
part of, or that hath any connexion with reli-
gion, they judge by the fame rule. In all thefe
modes of opinion in lefler matters, in all thefe
crcumftances, which ferve to diftinguifh one {eét

T ﬂ/m 7. Q. | r\- Matth, xvi. 17 |
‘ from



[ 20 ]

“from another, tha’ they may determine iy g,
rent, nay, in oppofite ways, yet they ;| D1
ceed upon the fame general rule, viz, the i,
ence which fuch difputed point has, a5, meap,
upon the fubfiance and end of all religion, Ty
appears from the reafoning on each fide, iny
religious difputes. This principle as commg,
to both is often exprefsly mentioned, and aliway,
manifeftly implied ; that thofe doctrines or iy
way of exprefling doctrines, and thofe praciice;,
which are in fact moft conducive to holinef, ate,
arid, for that very reafon muft be, mof} agrecat)s
to the will of God.

But what I have chiefly in view is, to fhoy,
that this appears, from the very faét ufualy
brought to prove, that the religion of almoft 4|
mankind is no bettgr than implicit faith. The
fact, I mean is, that the bulk of mankind is grea
ly fwayed, in the choice of opinion, by the autho.
rity and example of others. This, indeed, doss
not hold fo generally as is commonly fuppofed,
'We have feen above, that it doth not hold, with
regard to the {ubftance of religion, in any good
man ; for in this he will call no man mafter on
earth, But even when it does hold, it is, per
haps,not 1o blameable as many aré apt toimagine,
Let it be admitted then, that, in many inftances,
it is the authority and example of men, more
than any other reafon that determines the judg
ment. Let it be admitted, that this is the cale

with the bulk of mankind, and, even, in fome
meae
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meafure with the beft. T muft be allowed to afk,
what is it that procures thefe perfons fuch autho-.
;rity? What is it that firft begins, eftablifhes, or
perpetuates their influence? Nothing elfe, but the
real or apparent fanltity of their charalter, 1In
win will a profligate, or one manifeftly deftitute
of perfonal worth, fet himfelf at the head of a
party,or attempt to draw away difciples after him.
itisthe {uppofed piety and probity of the perfon
that gives weight to his example, and force to his
precepts,  This weighs more with the fober fe-
rious part of mankind, and, indeed, with man-
kind in general, than the greateft intelleCtual abi-
lities, and otherwife moft admired talents: Who-
ever has acquired a great reputation for piety and
incerity, will, with little art, or rather no arv at
all, nay, without fo much asintending it, bring his
minciplesand practice into repute. At-the fame
fime, one of a contrary charafter with all the
powers of eloquence, and every other outward
udvantage, fhall fail in attempting to perfuade.
Now,what is this but that mankind proceed main-
lyin their judgment, upon the very rule which I
have endeavoured to thow is the belt they could
have chofen. They try principles by their effelts,
s a tree by its fruits, 'Wherever they fee the
belt man, they conclude that he muft be afted
by the moft excellent, as well as the moft power-
ful principles. The multitude or lower clafs of
mankind, are ufually the fcorn of half-thinkers,
and {uperficial reafoners, for this attachment to
* per-
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perfds. But were a comparifon faithfully mge
between the feveral motives of choice in differep
clafles, there would be no great caufe of triumph,
At any rate when we confider how unfit the ply.
rafity of mankind are to judge in an intricate ds.
bate, darkened, perhaps, by the art and fubiily
of thofe who handle it, we fhall find they are .
tle, if at all, to blame. In one vicw, no douby,
they may be faid to be afted by implicit faith,
but in truth, and at bottom, they are followiny
the wifeft and moft falutary of all moral maxim,

* A furvey of the hiftory, either of religion in
general, or of the Chriftian religion in- partienkr,
would fet this matter in the cleareft light. But
little of this kind can come within the limits of
a fingle difcourfe. I fhall not therefore ftay to
mention the retired manner of life, and pre-
‘tended fandlity, of the inventors of the heathen
idolatry, tho’ it might be applied to this [ubjett;
- and would ferve to thew: the univerfal fenfe, and
general expeCtation of mankind. Thereisa fay-
ing of an eminent and violent enemy of the Chi-
ftian faith, ¢ That gravity is of the very effenceof
¢ impofture.’ This is nothing elfe but a pervertd
view, and malicious reprefentation of the generl
truth, that apparent fan&ity is neceflary-toefla-
blith any facred authority. But is there any thing
more unqueftionable, or that hath been more
frequently obferved,than that the vi¢tory of truth
over error in the firft ages of Chriftianty, was
much more owing to the fhining piety of the

- primi-
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primitive Chriftiansin general, together with the
tience and conftancy of the martyrs, than to
any other mean. Reafon may convince the un-
Jerflanding, but example feizes, and keeps pof-
fefion of the heart. It was the eminent piety
.nd ufefulnefs of the faints in former ages, which
atracted fuch veneration, and love, from the
multitude, as foon proceeded to a criminal ex-
«efs. Not content with imitating the amiable ex-
mple of thofe whom they held in{uch efteem, by
anatural affociation they affixed a fanctity to re-
Jiets, and this produced a variety of fuperflitious
practices, I cannot alfo, help being of opinion,
that it was the fevere and mortified lives of many
of the retired devotees in the Romifh church, that
kept that corrupt body in credit, for fome ages
longer than it could have*otherwife continued.

On the other hand, who does not know, that
the moft formidable and fuccefsful attacks made
by the reformers on that mother of abominati-
ons, were their expofing the corrupt and diflo-
lute lives of her priefts and members. This they
were at no fmall pains to do, both in a grave
and in an ironical {train. As the covetoufnefs
and ambition of many, and the licentious de-
bauchery of others of the clergy, firft brought
the doctrines into fufpicion, fo, thole examples
when held up to light, made a far greater num-
ber of converts, than any abfurdities in belief,
how grofs and palpable foever. The truth is, we

find all parties greedily lay hold of this weapon
' when-
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whenever it is prefented to them, and ufejtyj;
great confidence againft their adverfaries, o,
in fo doing they difcover a conviction, that py;
ciples are never fo powerfully fupported by
the good, nor fo effectually difparaged 4 by the
bad characters of thole who profefs them,

- If we leave the hiftory of former ages, and ey,
amine the ftate of the prefent, the fame truth ]
ftill be the refult of our enquiry, and appearwit
increafing evidence. Different parties and depo.
minations prevail in different places: and wher.

ever any party or denomination greatly previ
the effect may be eafily traced up to its caufe:

and will-appear, by no very diftant tradition, to
have been owing to the eminent piety of fome
one or more of that profeffion, in a former pe.
riod, or, which is much the fame, to the comp::
ratively odious and vitious charalters of thofe
who oppoled them *. | |

I

#* Our own country will afford us fome fenfible and
ftriking proofs of the juftice of this obfervation, There
had been a ftruggle, from the very firft dawn of the re.
formation, between. Prefbytery and Epifcopacy in Scots
land. This contelt however came to its greateflt height
about 100 years ago, when the Prefbyterians were ejed-
ed, and Epifcopacy was eftablithed by a tyrannical cl
government ; and ‘continued by a {evere and cruel perfe.
cution. We had by this means a trial of both : and R
is very obfervable, that sthe odium which juftly fell apon
Epifcopacy, from the rage and inhumanity of thofe who
had' the chief dirc&tion, was the circumftance that de-

' ters
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(1is no juft objection to the accourt Lere giv-
en, that we find inftances, in which principles
em to give a fanction to characters, inflead of
weving fupport from them. There are, no
joubt, cafes in which a man’s being known te
obrace certain principles will be alone-fufficient
omake him odious, however blamelefs, or even
praife-wonhy his conduct be, in every other re-
fpect, A the fame time, perhaps, -the failings
 another fhall be either wholly pardoned, or
greatly extenuated if he elpoufe, but efpecial-
jy, if he is active in vindicating the principles
which arc held facred. But this is no more than
T G the

ermined the body of the nation to endeavour its fubver-
fon. Yet, wherever there happened to be a few mini-
fors of that perfuafion pious in their hives, and diligent
n the duties of their office, there were many perlons
and familics who joined with them in communion, and
their polterity adhere to that opinton even to this day. This
was the cafe in fome places of the eaft and north country,
But in the weftern parts of Scotland where the Epifco-
il clergy were, almolt to a man, ignozant, flothful or
sitious, they were univerfally deferted, and hardly a fin-'
gle adherent to that per{uafion is now to be feund,——
| anno: omit mentioning here what was faid by a lady
of quality, at that time, to Dr Burnet when he came tg
vt the weft country, It was to the following pur-
ple, ¢ We of the laity cannot judge upon controver-
'fial points, but we {ee thefe men whom you perfecute,
‘grave in their deportment, {tri¢tly holy in their conver-
‘fation, and very Jaborious in their functions, while ma-
‘oyof your clergy are ignorant, {lothful and vitious,’
This 15 what détermines the judgment of the people.
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the natural and neceffary confequence of Iy
fet of principles being once firmly eftablitheq
They acquire their credit at, firft, in the way[I
have already mentioned ; but when that regy
1s high, it will bring a fufpicion upon every thingﬁ
that oppofes it, however {pecious and promiﬁng:
in outward appearance, ‘There is nothing (.
prifing here, nor, indeed, any thing but why
is perfectly’ natural, for as one or a foy iy
ftances commonly do not, fo in reafon, <hey
ought ‘not, to fhake the reputation of truths
which have been eftablithed by long exper
ence of their worth and efficacy. Neither mu
it be forgotten, that when examples feem 1o
ftand in oppofition one to another, and to Jexd
to different conclufions, it is not from oneor
two that a judgment can be pafled, but from
many, and thefe compared and examined with
great diligence and care. 1

[ conclude the illuftration of this head with
~ remarking, that the principle above laid down
will explain, in a clear and fatisfying manner
two_appearances in the moral world, which fen
dire@tly to contradit one another. By wht
happens fometimes in religion, we fhall be apt
to conclude, that there is in human natures
pronenefs to change, or a love of novelty pure:
Iy on its own account. Accordingly we find
this laid to the charge of mankind by feveralau-
thors, And it cannot be denied, that fome men,

or fets, often introduce new praflices, which
_ é 00
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yequire great reputation, and almoft univerfal
jcceptances By other examples, however, we
¢ taught to afcribe to human nature a ftrong
qrachment to old opinions, and hatred of all in-
wovation.  What is remarkable is, that both
hefe take place chiefly in little circumftances,

nd things of fmall moment; new inventions
ing fometimes” gone into with a zeal, and old
aftoms adhered to with an obftinacy, which
he intrinfic value of the things contended for
does not feem to merit on either fide. 'To a-
fibe this to the different difpofitions of in-
jividuals will not be a fatistaltory folution,
for we fce fometimes examples of both in the
ime perfons. But, by fearching a little deeper,
vethall unravel this difficulty, and difcover, that
though the love of novelty, or a veneration for
antiquity may be fometimes the immediate prin-
inle of action, there is another ultimate prin-

dple which is the caufe of both, and, in diffe-
ent circam{tances, produrces either the one or
the other. This principle is no other than that
admiration of real or fuppoled worth, which hag
been illuftrated above. Whoever hath acquir-
ed a great reputation for piety and holinefs, may
erfily introduce any indifferent prallice, though
not common before, efpeciad‘r, if it be confider-
ed as an evidence or expreflion of his piety. On
this fuppofition, his differing from, or doing
more than others, will be taken notice of to his

C2 praile 1.
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praife +. But he may much more eafily iy
duce a new than depart from an old cyfjqy,

The reafon is plain ; for, ancient cuftoms, ha‘,:i
ing been eftablithed on the ground already affgns
ed, men are ultally very tenacious of them gy,
it requires no fmall degree of credit and charae.
ter, eisher to change or to abolith them,

We now proceed to make fome praftics] i
provement of what has been faid,

In the firit place, from what has been faj¢ ap
o this fubjet we may derive one of the plip.
eft and moft fatisfying proofs of the trirth of e
golpel. A proof, level to the meaneft capiciyy,
and, therefore, proper to preferve ordinary Chi.
ftians from being thaken by the bold and infolent
attacks now made on religion by fome of the

Jowell rank. A proof, at the fame time, not only
deferving the attention of the moft intelligent,

but which of all othgrs, is ¢ertainly the moft 2.
cifive. Let us try it by its fruits. Let us compare
the temper and charalter of real Chriftians, with

thofe of infidels, and fee which of them belt me-

4 There is great reafon to think that it was io thi
very way that many different rites were brought into the
Chriftian church, which in a long courfe of time prew
into a mafs of abominable fuperftition, They were &t
fielt, perhaps, but the modes or circumftances of the
worfhip, or practice of pious perfons, but from being
voluntary and purely circumftantial, they came by de-
grees to be confidered as parts of religious worthip ; and
therefore finful in the performers, but much more finful
in the impof¢rs, |

[HS
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s the approbation of an honeft and impartial
judge. Let us take in every circumitance that
+ill contribute to make the comparifon juft and
fir, and fee what will be the refult. I fay this,
wecaufe Tcan by no means allow, that great mul-
audes, though born in a country where Chri-
tanity is profefled, ought to be confidered as
chrftians, when they are open and violent ene-
mies to the gofpel in all its parts. They ought
ather to be thrown into the fcale of infidelity.
But, fince moft of them have formed no fixed
pinciples at all, becaufe they have never thoughe
won the fubjelt, we (hall leave them entirely
out of the queftion.

Is, then, the charater and practice of infidels
in general once to be compared with that of fuch
Chriftians as befieve upon perfonal conviction ?
However much the natural fenfe of right and
wong may be obfcured and perverted in fome, I
hould think there are very few,who will not ma-
nifeltly perceive to whom the preference is due.
0 which of the two do you find the molt regu-
lar and fervent piety towards God ! Here, pet-
hps, it will be faid, This is what no man €X-
pects to find in unbelievers, it is no part of
their plan, and therefore ought not to be in-,
duded in the comparifon. But as the general
enle of mankind does not require it, fol can
never fuffer that our duty. to God fhould be e-
aled out of the moral law, Befides, the gene-

Al pretence now, is not Atheifm but Theifm,
C3 The




"Thke queftion is therefore altogether pertinent,
and perfons of this character are felf- condemnfd
who, by their total neglect of all religious vy,
fhip, are as much chargeable with impiety as,.
fidelity.—In which of the two is to be fouy
the greateft integrity and uprightnefs in the
commerce between man and man, the moft up.
fcigned good-will, and moft active beneficence
10 others? Is it the unbeliever, or the Chriffiap,
who clothes the naked and deals his bread to the
" hungry? Afk the many noble and ancient fry.
tures raifed for the relief of the difeafed and the
poor, to whom they owe their eftablifhment and
fupport !——Which of thefe two clafles of mep
are moft remarkablé for felf-government? Hoy
often is the unexperienced youth initiated inde.
bauchery of all kinds, by thefe very friends of
mankind, who charitably declaim againft prieft
craft and delufion, and happily eradicate the
prejudices of education, by treating religion and
and all religious perfons with derifion and feorn?
With what fatal fuccefs has the infide} often fe.

duced the unwary virgin into the deftrutiye
path of luft, by firft loofening the obligation of
religion, and then jultifying the indulgence of
évery naturzl defire.  'We fhall carry the com.
parifon no further in this place; but I muft beg
of every one who hath had the happinefs to be
acquainted with an eminently pious, humbl,
active, ufeful Chriflian, to fay, whether he can
admit it as pofiible, undcr the adminiftration :}f

a Wi¢
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s wife and good God, that fuch a perfon is go-
rerned by a fable invented by defligning villians,
| «hile the infidel alone is in poffeflion of the
ruth, which is pure in its nature, and muft be
proven by its fruits .

In the 24 place, fince not only religion in ge-
neral, but every particular dottrine of religion
ought to be tried by its fruits, let neither mi.
sifters, nor people, ever lofe view of this great

+ I am fenfible it is often pretended, that feveral in-
t4cls, have been men of unblemifhed morals, Collins was
2 good man, fay fome, and Shaftefbury was yet a better
man. Perhaps, thefe individuals might not be chargeable
with the moft open diffolution, and grofleft fenfuality,
which would have been inconfiltent with their giving
themfelves to clofe ftudy and application. Befides, they
who affaulted with fo much boldnefs cftablithed opinions,
mult have been vnder a confiderable reftraint, from a
tegard 10 their character and caufe.  This ought, not
to be rejected as an improbable fuppofition, or uncharira-
bz legation againft them, who fo liberally reproach
others, with infincere, hypocritical, and faint-like ‘pre-
wnces. But, after all, making even the largeft allowan.

s, there is one piece of conduct, of which bath the
bove named perfons were habitually guilty, which it is
mpoffible for me to reconcile with good morals, cven
spon the laxelt principles that have ever yct been avow-
ed. What I mean was, their folemnly recciving the
holy facrament, to qualify themfelves for bearing office
in their country, though they believed 1t to be altoge-
ther impofture and deccit.  This was fuch a piece of
profs and aggrevated diffimulation, as it is impoflible ei-
ther to defend in itfelf, or to fuppofe cnofiftent with in-
tegrity upon the whole,

rule
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rule in the doctrines which they teach on
one hand, or embrace on the other, Lgj
allo particularly remember, that no credjt
to be given to any high profeflions or bold pre.
tences, but, in fo far, as they are confirme by
the falt. I oblerve here, with much pleafure
what advantage the fundamental feripture do.
trines, which have been long the glory and hyp.
pinefs of this church, will derive from a fair apg
full enquiry, into their influence and effefy;
The dotrines I mean are, The loft flate of my
by nature ; Salvation by the free grace of God,
juftification by the imputed righteoufnefs of
Chrift ; and fanttification by the effetual oper.
tion of the holy Spirit. Thefe were the do.
trines of the Reformation, when their excellenge
was put beyond all doubt or queftion, by their
powerful and valuable effeCts. Many adverfaries
indeed; foon rofe up to contradiét or to corrupt
them ; and it is much to be lamented that they
are, at prefent, by many, fo boldly, and fo vie-
lently oppofed in this once happy ifland, But
we'may venture to affirm, that, when the doc-
trine of the crofs retained its purity and fimpli
city, then was true religion, including every mo-
ral virtue, feen to grow from it as its fruit, On
the other hand, when and wherever it has been
run down, and a pretended mgral dottrine ha
~been introduced, to the prejudice and fubverfion
of the grace of God, it hath been always follow-
ed by a deluge of profanity and immorality in
: prac.

¥
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praftice. It 18 ealy and common, 10 difguife the
uth by mifreprefentation, or to vilify it by op-
probrious titles.  It"is eafy to pretend a warin
.l for the great doctrines of morality, and fre-
q.wmly to repeat, in a pulpit, the neceflity of
noinefs in general 3 but all impartial perfons
oupht, and the world in general will judge more
by works than by words. Let us fuppofe, for
example, the old objection revived againft a mi-
sifier who preaches the doctrine of grace, that
itloofens the obligations to holinefs of life. The
biection is, of all others, the moft fpecious:
yet, if that minifter difcharges his duty with zea]
and diligence, watches over his people’s {ouls, re-
proving, rebuking, exhorting witkwll long-fufter-
s and doctrine ; is firict 2nd holy in his own
converfation, abborring and flying from the fo-
dety of the ungodly ; and if the effect of his mi-
ey be to turn many finners from the error of
their ways, and to make an intélligent, ferious
epular people, the accufation will not be receiv-
¢l: and who will fay that it ought? On the o-
ter hand, is any minifter more covetous of the
fece, than diligent for the welfare of the flock;
coldand heartlefs in his facred work, but loud
and noify in promifcuous and foolith converfa-
tion; czrelefs or partial in the exercife of difci-
pline; covering, or palliating the fins of the great,
becaufe they may promote him ; making friends
nd companions of profane perfons; tho’ this

man's zeal thould burn like a flame againft An.
tinomi-
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tinomianifm, and tho’ his own unvaried fy,
fhould be the neceflity of holinefs, I woulq
ver take him to be any of it’s real friends,

Let us not, my brethren, degeive our lelves,
or attempt to deceive others by plaufible preye;,
ces. Let usall be zealous for good works: : ot the
name, but the thing. Let us not expect to pq.
_mote them by a little cold reafoning, or affeqg
flowery declamation ; but by the implicity of the
gofpel ; by the doctrine of the crofs, which yi
not only tell men that they ought to be holy
- but effectually bring them to that happy flate,
‘The leading principle of true holinels, according
to the gofpel, is a deep and grateful fenfe of re.
- deeming love. For the love of Chrift conftrain.
eth us, becaufe we thus judpe, that if one died
Jor all then were all dead, and that be died fu
all, that they which live, fhould n:t hencefirth
live unto tbemjélve.r, but unto him whichdied fr
them, and rofe again *.

. In the 34 place, from what has been faid on
this fubject you may fee, in a very {trong hght
how neceffary it is, that minifters (hould be, not
only really but vifibly and eminently holy; and
with how much care they are bound to avoide
- yery appearance of evil. There are fome misi
fters who ftrongly plead for liberty and freedom,
and loudly complain of the malice, uncharitable
nels, and cenlorioufnefs of the world, Thej

* o Cor. v. 14
feem
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vem 26 if they defired, nay, which is ftill more
folifh, expected, that no part of their conduct
mould be attended to, or any inference drawn
tom it, with refpect to their character, This
ol never be the cafe till they are invifible. It
sppears, from what hath been faid in the preceed-
ing difcourfe, that it is the right and the duty of
every man to try a minifter by his fruits. Igno.
rnce indeed, may fometimes be guilty of mi-
flakes to our prejudice, and malice or envy may
sotoo far 3 yet this is only what we ought to
jay our account with, and it fhould excite us,
rotto a contempt of the judgment of others, but
to greater ftrictnefs and circumfpection, that t4ey
may be afbamed who falfly accufe ourgood con-
verfation in Chrift.

It is very hurtful in this as in many other
cafes, when a man views thing®orly on one fide.
Some are apt to impute {o much to the malice
and uncharitablenefs of -the world, that they {el-
dom or never think themfelves as truly guilty
of any offence or milcarriage. I am perfuaded
many are in a manner blinded to the errors of
their own conduct, by this very circumitance.
Or, if they cannot but be fenfible, that they have
been guilty of fomething that was wrong, when
the fault is aggravated by report, they feem to
think that this atones for any thing really blame-
worthy, and fo are hardened both againft con-
felfion and repentance. To fpeak without pre-
judice, it is more than probable, that we are as

much
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much chargeable with unguarded and offen,,
conduct, on the one hand, as the world yiy,
precipitate or partial judgment on the other, |
bath been fometimes obferved, that the multityl,
or common people are but poor judges of a map
ability or learning, but they are very good judg
of his life. There is a great deal of truth in thi
obfervation ; and to fupport it I add, that evey
a hypocritical pretence is extremely hard to main.
tain, and fo often betrays itfelf by little circum.
{tances that there are very few whole real dh.
racter, 15 not better underftood by the world
than themfelves. The chief exception I know
to this is the cale of violent party difputes. The
injuftice done to characters on each fide, there, is
very great, If you take a man’s character from
one'to whom he ftands in party oppofition, you
muft conceive him not a man but a monfter.
But, (fetting this‘afide, which does not fall with-
in the compafs of our prefent fubject) in genera
it is furely much more becoming, and it isin
finitely more fafe for s to fufpect ourfelves, than
to complain of hard meafure from the world
Let us therefore, by doubling our diligence in
every perfonal and minifterial doty endeavourto
make cur light to fhine befoxe men, that they my
fee our gosd works, and glorify cur Fath:r whic
is in heaven*,

* Matth, v, 16,
f
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1q the 44 placc I muft now take liberty, in
tdelity to the truft committed to me, to be a
lintle more particular in the application of this
fubject, and to enquire, whether minifters are
a0t in 3 good meaf ure, chargeable with the low
tate to which religion is, at prefent, reduced.
Mzy I not fay without offence, that an eminent,

holy, diligent, and fuccefsful gofpel miniftry was.
once the glory and blefling of this part of the u-

iied kingdom ¢ But how are we fince fallen a-
leep! How is the gold become dim! How is the
mft fine gold changed! That there is a difference
s plain ; and that this difference does not lie in
ferior abilities or a lefs proportion of léarning
is equally certain. Tam fenfible, that this is a
art of my fubject which would require to be
rouched with a very tender and delicate hand,
nd that, perhaps, I run as great a hazard to in-

fame and exafperate the fore, as to bring any
feftual cure. This is, indeed, itlelf, one ftrong

fymptom of our difeafe, that we cannot endure
tliin dealing ; and there is not a fingle circum-
fance, in which there is a greater difference
between this and the preceeding age. Whart,
' former times, waunld have been reckoned (to
fpeak in their languﬁe) no more than plainnefs
and minifterial freedom, would now be called
themoft landerous invective and unpardonable
hufe, Inftead, therefore, of taking upon me to

fay who are chiefly to be blamed as the criminal |

aufes of ir, I fhall only affirm and lament the -
® D melan-
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melancholly effect, that we have in many plye,
of this church a defpifed, forfaken, ufelefs yiy:
firy; that many of the people have gone fryp
mountain to mountain, and forgotten their ref,
ing place, while a ftill greater number is fa .
{leep in ignorance fecurity and floth, Wiera
is that union, that mutual efteem and affectioy
which once fubfifted between minifters and hej
people. It muft be acknowledged, that theirip.
fluence and guthority is, now, in a great meafure
loft, and, therefore, I may fafely conclude that
their ufefullnefs is gone, That the fault s o
on one fide, is neicher 2 modeft nor a probabie
fuppofition. Should we throw the blame off our-
felves, what 2 terrible load muft we, thereby,
lay. upon others? We muft fuppofe and fay,
that under a blamelefs miniftry, under the beft
and purelt of inftruction one part of the nation
is funk in brutality and floth, and the other rent
in pieces by-divifion, and religion loft in the fury
of contending parties. L
We may fay {o, my brethren, and fome do
fay what amounts to the fame thing; butitis
not credible, I do, therefore, in the moft earnef
manner befeech every minifter in this audience,
ferioufly to think, how far he hath given jul
caufe to his people to defpife his perfon, or e
fert his miniftrations. Let us not fo infift upon
the ignorance, prejudices, and weaknefs of tie
giddy multitude, as if a failure on our part was

impoflible. .'We may be fometimes blamed,én
' toe
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he wrong place; but we have, perhaps, as much
refpedt in general, as we really deferve. Do not
hink it is fufficient that you are free from grofs
rimes, fuch as blafphemy, riot, and unclean luft,
pleffed be God, nothing of this kind would yet
he fuffered among us without cenfure. But there
wremany other things, which, ‘either fparately
or together, render a minifter juftly contemp-
iible, on which no law, either civil or ecclefiaftic
an lay hold. If one fet apart to the fervice of
Chrift in the gofpel, manifeftly fhows his duty
to be 2 burden, and does no more work than
is barely fufficient to {creen him from cenfure ;
if he reckons it a piece of improvement how
eldom or how fhort he can preach, and makes
his boaft how many omiffions he has brought a
patient, and an injuried people to endure with-
out complaint ; while, at the fame time, he can-
not fpeak with temper, of thofe who are willing
to do more than himfelf however impofhible it
may be to afcertain his faults by a libel, he juflly
merits the deteftation of every faithful minifter,
and every real Chriltian,

The things here in view, tho’ they are eafily
feen, are difficult to defcribe; and, therefore, I
fhall not attempt to be more particular. But I
cannot forbear warning you againft, and point-
ing out the evil of two pieces of difhonefty,
which may poffibly be found united to gravity
and decency in other refpe&ts. One of them is
tommon in our neighbour kingdom, and may

Dz poflibly
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poflibly have taken place among us, tho' { ¢y,
not affirm it. The other, I.am certain, hyy
many times taken place in the church of Sy,
land. The firft is a minifter’s fubfcribing artig
of doftrine, which he does not believe. Thisis
fo direct a violation of fincerity, that it is affe.
nithing so think, how men can {et their minds
eafe in the profpect, or keep them in peace after
the deliberate commiflion of it. The very ex.
cufes and evaflions, that are offered in defence of
it, are a difgrace to reafon as well as a fcandal to
religion. 'What fuccefs can be expected from
that man’s m:mﬂry, who begins it with an af
of fuch complicated guilt. How can he take
upon him to reprove others for fin, or to traiy
them up in virtue and true goodnefs, while him:
felf is chargeable with direct, premeditated, and
perpetual perjury. I know nothing fo nearly
rcfembling it, as thofe cafes in trade, in which
men make falfe entries, and, at once fcreen, and
aggravate their fraud, by [wearing, or caufing
others fwear contrary to.truth, This is jultly
reputed fcandalous even in the world, and yet
I know no circumflance in which they differ,
that does not tend to fhow it to be lefs criminal
than the other, We are not yet fo much hard-
ned in this fin as many in our neighbour church,
for I'have never found any among us fo bold,
as to profefs and defend it. . But, if no fuch thing
is at all admitted among us, Why is there fo

heavy a fufpicion of it? Why do fo mapy com-
pTa!n,
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plain, that the great and operative doctrines of
the gofpel are withdrawn, and an unfubftantial

theory of virtue fubftitured in their place ? Or

why are not fuch complaints put to filence fince
it may be fo ealily done? Appearances are cer-
uinly fuch as will warrant me in mentioning it
upon this occafion : and I have particularly cho-
fen to introduce it upon this fubject, that I may
attack it not as an error, but as a fraud, not as a
miftake in judgment, but an inflance of grofs
Gihonefty, and infincerity of heart. Suppofing,
trerefore, that there may poflibly be truth in the
charge againft fome of us, I muft beg every mi-
nifter, but efpecially thofe young perfons who
have an eye to that facred office to remember,
mat God will not be mocked, tho’ the world
may be deceived. In his {ight, no gravity of de-
portment, 1o pretence to freedom of inquiry,
2 thing excellent in itfelf, no regular exercife of
the right of -private judgment will warrant or
cxule fucha lie for gain, as folemnly to fubferibe
what they do not believe,

The other particular I propofed to mention
isthefolemn atteftation of men’s characters, not
only in general, but for particular qualities,
without any fatisfying knowledge whether the
thing affirmed s true or falfe. This hath been
often done in the church of Scotland, nnt by
particular perfons,with whom we might renounce
relation, but by confent of many, gravely and
deliberately in conftituted Courts. Can we avoid

D3 making
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niaking the following obvious but melancholy

refleCtion, How great is the blindnefs of meq ¢

thofe fins which are introduced by degrees ap

countenanced by prevailing fathion ? Should ye

be told by an hiltorian of credit, that, in one of
the dark and corruptages of Popery, it wascon.

mon for a body of minifters, when deﬁred: to give

afigned atteftation to particular perfons,that they
were ftrict obfervers of the Sabbath, and wor.
{bipped God regularly in their families, while the
perfons attcfling knew nothing of the matter,
and, in fact, with regard to fome of them, it
was abfolutely falle, Would there be a diffent.
ing voice, in affirming, that fuch men muft haye
been loft to all fenfe of integrity, and utterly un.
worthy of regard. What thall we fay, if the fame
thing is done among us every day, and defend.
ed by no better argument, than the judgment of
charity, which believeth all things. Charity teach-
es us to believe no ill of another without fais.
fying evidence, and forbids us to fpread it, al-
though it be true, without apparent neceflity;
but will charity either juftify or excufe us, in
folemnly affirming a pofitive fact, the exiftence
of which is uncertain in itlelf, and to us un:
known. I do not take upon me to fay, that all are
bad men who are guilty, by act or corfent, of
this practice, becaufe I do not know how far the
plea of ignorance or miftake may go; but this
may be fafely faid that they do in a public capa-

city, what, if they were to do in a private ca
pacity
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pacity between man and man,would render them
contemptible, or infamous, or both,

Thefe two particulars have often brought re-
proach upon the church of Scotland, to which it
i very difficult to make a proper reply. Weould
1o God the occafion given for it were wholly
uken away. In the mean time, every one who
hisa juft regard to the glory of God, or the fuc-
cefs of his own work, will endeavour to main-
izin fuch an uniformity of character, as will bear
that examination, to which, it ought in juftice,
and muft of neceffity be expofed. .
~In the Iaft place, I muft beg leave to fpeak a
few words to the people in general, on the fub-
ject of this difcourfe.  You may learn, my bre.
thren, from the preceeding difcourfe, by what
rule you ought to judge, in all religious contro.
verfies, where a determination is necellary., Try
all principles by their efte(ts, and every perfon’s
pretences by his conduct. Examine, as far ag
you have proper evidence, who have real and vi-
til religion moft at ‘heart, and what means do
effectually promote it, Believe not every profef-
fion; but fee which is moft confiftent in all jts
narts,  Have patience, in difficule cafes, till the
tree have time to bring its fruits to maturity,
Time will often write a clear and legible charac-
ter, on what was very dark and dubious at firft,

It is probable fome will be ready to fay,
there is no fmall doubtfulnefs in this rule itfelf,
There may be found good men of many diffe-

rent
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- rent parties; how then fhall we judge betye,
them ? I anfwer, wherever there is true religion,
thefe: perfons are to be confidered as the feryay
of God, and his grace in them is to be confelfy
. withoutreluctance,and adored with thankfulnef;
There will, neverthelefs, be ftill fufficient meanst
- diftingui(h between one profeflton and another,
which hath the greateft influence’in making men
truly good. Theremay be, here and there, a goog
- man under very great diladvantages. This may
ferve to keep us from a bigotted narrownels of
mind, and uncharitable condemnation of others
. But it:will never occafion, in any prudent per
fon, a departure from thefe principles, and that
- difpenfation of ordinances, which he fees to be
-~ beft for building him up in holinefs and comfort,
. through faith unto falyation. The truth is, one
great defign of this difcourfe was to teach men to

- diftinguith between the upright and the worth
* Jefs of all fects,- Turn your zeal from partiesto

-perfons. Do not reproach or oppofe men mere-
. ly becaufe they are of this or-the other perfuafi-

‘on. But, wherever there 1s a wicked or a world-

Jy.man in'the office of a minifter, avoid the wolf
* 'in-fheep’s clothing for your own fake, and, if
poflible, drag off his difguife, that others may not
be his prey. - What doth it fignify what party
a man is of, if the foundations are deftroyed, and
truth and holinefs, thefe infeparable companions,
are trampled under foot, When fhall the time

come, when the fincefe lovers of Chrift of every
. de-
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Jenomination, fhall join together in oppofition
1o his open enemies and treacherous friends.
There is 2 wonderful, though a natural union,
;mong all worldly men, againft the fpirit and
power of true religion wherever it appears. Iam
forry to add, that this is one of the inftances in
which the children of this world are wifer in their
generation than the children of light. Many
will not meet together on earth for the wor.
hip of God, who fhall have but one temple at
laft, where all from the eaft and from the weft,
from the north and from the fouth, fhall meet,
and join in their Creator and Redeemer’s praife,
The terms of admiffion into, and of exclufion

from this happy dwelling are recorded in the fol-
lowing remarkable terms, with which I (hall con-

cude this difcourfe, as, indeed they are the fum
of all that has been faid in it, 4nd there fhall in

w wife enter into ity any thing that defileth,

neither whatfoever worketh abomsnation, or mak-
ih a lie, but they which are written in the
Laib's book of life .

t Rev. xx1. 27.
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