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AR RAE RO INIAOR 1

2 Tim. III 16.

Al Scripture is given by Infpiration
- of GOD----.

pigedipis BOVE thirty Yearsago I confi-
MEbaodihe dered thefe Words in more than
o#3 A @035 thirty Difcourfes on them ; and
REoEhINEe yet, perhaps, it will not be amifs
K@M to difcourfe on them once more,
with a particular View to one or two Quettions,
v;rlhich Ihad no fpecial Occafion to confider
then.

They are the Scriptures of the O/d Teftament
¢fpecially, concerning which the Apoftle here
Affirms, that they were all given by Infpiration
of GOD ; for thefe were the only Holy Scrip-
tures, which Timothy could have known from a
Child, as the Apottle, in the Verfe before my
Text, fays He did the Scriptures, concerning
which He fpeaks. |

The Queftions therefore which I propofe to
confider (by the help of GOD) at this Time fhall
be, Whether aChriftian,who believes the divine In-
Jpiration of the Scriptures of the New Teflament,

needs




& On the Infpiration of the Scriptures
needs to make a. Difficulty about the dicine Inftira-
tion of the Scriptures of the Old Teflement ¢ And
whether be can bave eny juff Reafor: 1o [ufpedt, thot
any Book or Beoks have been admiticd into the Can-
non of the Old Tefloment, wlich swere of mere Lu-
man Cempofition? Or that any Books aritien by In-

[piration of GOD have been kept out of the Cancn ¢
Thefe are very interefting Enquiries. And
whether you are fenfible, or not, of “any fpecial
Reafon for my now making them, yet I hope
you will -give a very clefe Attention to what may
be faid upon them; that you may not be /rke
Children toffed to.and fro, and carried about with
every Wind of \Dorine. | o
Now I think- youavill all:be -able to anfwer
tire Enquiries for yeurfelves, If:I prove from
the Teftimony of our Saviour Jzsus Crrisy
and hisAposTLEs in-theNew Teftament,that the
Scriptures of the*Old Teftament were all given
by Infpiration of GOD ; and if 1 prove, itom
fome other Confiderations, that fuch other Books,
a8 fome have thought to deferve a Place in the
Old Teftament Canon, were mere human Com-
pofitions, that the Wifdom appearing in ‘them
was not from above by imme.iiate Infpiration.
My firft Bufinefs then wi'l be~t0'Er0\Z‘e, Jrom
the Teftimony of cur Scviour Jesus CHRIST and
his AvosTLES 111 the Nesw Tefloment,that theScrip-
tures of the Ol Teflament « ere all given by Infpi-
ratien-of GOD, 'Tistru, there are many other
Arguments by which the Divine Miffion and
Authority of the Authors of thofe Books, which
conftitute the Canon of the O/Md Teffament, might
' ) PR




“ofthe Old Teftament’ %

be evinced, ‘The Signs and-Wosders wrought
by Mofes in Egygt at the red” Sea and in the
Wildernefs prove that GOD was with bim of a
Jruth~---=The Fulfilment of the Predictions of
the Prophets thew, that the Infpiration of the
Almighty gave them Underflanding. And as for
thofe Books ef the O/d Teflament, which are not
faid to have Been written by Mofes, or the Pro-
phets firiétly fo called, it is no light Argument
to us, that the Few, certainly knew them to
have been’ given by Infpiration of GOD, (who-
cver were the the Penman of them,) becaufe
they ¢ ufed fuch Care and Integrity, in compil-
‘ ing their Canon, that they would not take into
¢ it all the Writings even of the Prophets them-
¢ felves, (fuch as the Book of Shemaiah the Pro-
“ phet, and of 1ddo the Seer concerming Genea--
“ logies) but only fuch as they knew to be writ-:
‘ ten by them as Propbets, that is, by Divisie In-
¢ {piration : For we are not to fuppofe, that the:
‘ Prophets were infpired in every Thing they
¢ wrote, any more than in all they fpake. - And
‘ the Prophets themfelves (no doubt) made a
“ Diftinction between what they had written by’
“ the Spirit of GOD, and that in which they had
‘ not his immed:ate and infallible Direion and
‘ Affiftance.’ | - L
Now, fince the Writings of the Prophets,
which were received by the Fews into the Canon -
of the Scriptures, are (for the' moft Part) taken
up in Upbraiding and (harply Rebuking them :
for their Sins, and denouncing the Judgtnents
of GOD againft them ; no Rcafn can be ima-
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8 On the Infpiration of the Seriptures

gined, why they thould refufe to admit other
Writings of the Prophets (in which it was hardly
poffible thcrg fhould beany Thing more ungrate-
ful to them) into the Scripture Canon, butonly
becaufe they knew thofe Books were not writ-
ten by Divine. Infpiration ; and this exa¢t and
religious Care of the Fews not to admit any
Thing into the Number of infpired Writings,but
what was unqueftionably of Divine Original, is a
very confiderable Argument that they knew cer-
tainly, that tbofe Books of the Old Teftament,which
are not faid to have been written by Prophets,
w e neverthelels given by Infpiration of GOD.”
. But I fhall (according to my firft Propofal)
wholly wave thefe Things, and whatever elfe
of the like Nature might be urged, and confine
myfelf only to 20e Teftimony of Jesus. CHRIsT
and his AposTLLs in the New Teflament ; becaufe

- this may be reduced o a narrower Compafs than

.ment

any other Argument I can pitch upon ; and will
be no lefs Convincing and Satisfactory than the
beft that can be oftered to Chriftians, for whom
alone, and not for Infidels, this Difcourfe is
defigned. |

- Now in ordet to prove the Divine Authority
and Ir;ﬁbimtion of the Scriptures of the Old Tefi-

rom the Teffimony of Jesus CHRIST and
bis AprosTLEs, recorded in the New, I fhall
charge my felf with two Things.

1. To thow,that Jesus CHRIST and bis Apo-
STLES bave affured us, that thofe Books, which in
thesr Days were called the Scriptures, by Way of
Eminence, were given by Infpiration of God.

And,




Of the Old Teftament. ¢

And, o R
2. To prove, that the Books of the Old Tefta:
ment, as we new bave them, are the (ame with
thofe which awere commonly called the Scriptures
inthe Days of Jesus CHRIST and his APOSTLES;

And that they bave not undergone any material

Corrupticn or Alieration fince. | ,
1. T an to fhow, that Jesus CHrisT and bis
APosTLES bave affured us, that thole Books,which
in their Days were called the Scriptures, by Way
of Eminence, were given by Infpiration of GOD:
And bere I may fav. |
v 1. That we are affured of this by JEsus
CHRisT bimfelf, whofe Sayings every fincere Chri-
ftian believes to be all faithful and true ; worthy
of all Cyedit and idcceptation. 1 thall mention
only three Paflages in which CurisT gave his
Approbation and téftified the divine Authority
of thofe Books, which in ‘his Day were diftin-
guifhed among the Fews by the Name of the
Scriptures. ‘'The firftis Luk. xxiwv. 2. in his
Conference with the two Difciples going to Exs-
maus, when, beginning at Mefes and all the .Fro-
phets, He expounded unto them in @/ the Scrip-
tures, the Things concerning Himfelf.--- Upon
which I would obferve.

1. That in the Judgment of CxRIsT, to whom
GOD gave the Spirit without Meafure, therc
were fome Thidgs in o/l thefe Books, which the
Jews then called theScriptures, that cither Pro-
phetically, or Typically, or fome Way or other,
concerned Mimfelf----From whence it will fairly
follow. | |

g B 2. Tha

i

|

|



10 On the Infpiration of the Scriptures

2. That He thought all thofe Dooks to Lave
been avritten by Divine Infpiraticn----For lince
the lateft of them was written four Iundred
Years before He aflumed human Nature, it was
impofiible they fhould any of them have a Re-
ference to Him, unlefs the Infpiration of the Al-

~mighty (whofe Prerogative it is to flew tle
Things which are to ccme bereaftcr) had guided
the Authors of them.,

- The fecond Paflage is in the fame Chapter
-Ver. 44, 45, 46. When, thewing himfelf unto the
Eleven, who were gathered together, He faid
unto them, thefe ave the Words which I {pake
unto you, while I was yet with you, that all
Things muft be fulfilled which were written 72
the Law of Mufes and in the Preghets, and in

- the Pfalms concerning Me.  Then opened He
their Underftandings, that they might under-

- ftand the Scriptures ; and faid unto them, thus

-t 15 written and thus it dchoved CurisT to Suf-
fer, and to rife from the Dead on the third
Day ; &c.--- Upon thefe Words I would ob-
ferve. |

1. That our Lurd exprefly Affirms, That

~ the Writings of Moufes, of the Prophets, and
the Pfa/ms, ( which was the celebrated Divifion
of the facred Books at that Day among the
Jews Y all of them contained Things which mu/?
be fulfilled.--- I'or which Neceffity, no Reafon
can be given, but only, that thele Thing were
the determinate Counfels of the Lorp, who
changeth not, and who had revealed them to
his Servants, the Writers of thee Books.«--

And
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And if any fhould imagine, that 4/ the Books
of the O/d-Teflament are . not included in. this
Divifion it is added----Then opened He their
Underftanding that they might underftand the
Scriptures 3 and faid unto them, thus 1t is writ-
tei and thus it beboved, &c. Upon which you
may oblerve. | | | |

2. That our Saviour here does in effe&t Affirm
the fume Thing concerning what was written
in the Scriptures in general, which He had be-
fore, Matth. v. 18. Affirmed of the Law in
particular, Viz ; Thatone ot or Tittle flonld

in no wife pafs from it, till all was fulfilled. ---

Thus it 15 written, and thus it beboved, what
was written in the Scriptures muft neceffarily
be accomplifhed ; Whicg certainly infers their
Dicine Infpiration.  For who bhath known
the Mind of the Lord at any Time 2 . Or who
can foretel the Purpoies of the Governour of
the World, but they to whom He is pleafed
Himfelf to Reveal them ? o

Ifit fhould be objected here, that our Saviour,
in the two Paflages which have been menti-
oned, only confirmed the Authority of thofe
Things in the Scriptures of the Old-Teftament
which Prophcticalgr or Typically refpected Him-

Jeif s And that though every Thing of this

- Nature in thofe Books, might be written &y Ii- -
Jpiration; yet there might be a Mixture in them
of other Things of a very different Original;

(If this I fay fhould be objected ) yet it is to be
obferved. N

That
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That CHRIST exprefly affirms, that there
were Things concerning Himfelf and therefore
Things given by Infpiration in all the Scriptures.
So that thus much at leaft is'both fuppofed in
the Objection; and will certainly follow from
the Texts which have been cited, that in
Curist's Account, all the Books of the O/d
Teflament, were written at leaft iz Part, by
Divine Infpiration.----

But there is a third Paffage of our Saviour,
which plainly extends, not only to a// the Bouks
then received by the ews for Infpired Writings,
but alfo to @/l Things contarned in therr.---For
He gives the Fews this Advice, oh. v. 39.

~ Search the Scriptires, jfor in them ye think ye

bave eternal Life, and thefe are they which teflify
of Me.---- When ‘He bids them fearch the
criftures, He refers them to the facred Canon
which was in their Hands :'And when he adds,
that they thought zbey bad in them eternal Life,
Ie in cﬁcé't gives them to undeérftand that in fo
‘Thinking they were i1 the Riols#, or otherwife he
wouid have ‘undeceived them.--- Nor did our
Lorp here refer them to forze Poriions of the
Scripture exclufively of others ; but takes in all.
And who can fuppofe, that lf he had found

" them wrctchedly miftaken 1n this Fundamental

mec'ple, in taking a Sett of Books for divi m'{y
Frefpired, which were nsz o5 or were fo but in

- Part ; He who was {o much dxfpk’x(ed at their

much there Permciovs y and {uffered them to

z‘mc/amg for 1Xsétrines the Commandments cf Men,
would have lof them alone i a Miftake, fo

run
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run on Deceiving, and being deceived ! And
“much lefs can we fuppofe it confiftent with his
Office as the great Prophet of the Church, not i
only to fuffer them to continue in {0 dangerous |
 a Miftake without undeceiving them ; * butalfo
% to take fo vifible and dire® a Method to
¢ Countenance and Conftirm them init. For
“ tho' what we call an Argument ad Hom:nem,
““ may fometimes be ufed on Occafion of 2 fpe-
* culative Error; without applying our felves
““ directly to confute it ; yet to advife the Prac-
t tice of Men ( as our Saviour does here ) in
*“ Confequence of an Error, is what no Rules
£ of Reafon or Piety can juftify on any Occafi-
“ on.” And therefore we ought in Con{cience,
and in Juftice to our Saviour to fuppofe, he
thought the ‘fews were not miftaken, in tak-
ing the Scriptures committed to them to be Oracles
of GOD. Andif He thoughtthis was no Mif-
take, then we may reft aflured that it was not ;
for GOD gave not the Spirit by Meafure to Him.

And now having thewn, that Jesus CHRIST

H.nfelf fufficiently approved and confirmed the Au-
thority of thofe Books, which in bis Time were
commonly called the Scriptures, there is no need
that 1 fhould go on to obferve,

2. How full and exprefs bis APoSTLES are alfo
fo the fame Purpofe. --- However I fhall juft
mention a few Paflages from zbem.

The firlt Rom. iii. 12, What Advantage then
hath the few ? much every Way 5 chiefly, becaufe
that unto them were committed the Oracles of
GOD.--- Now if the Fews had been unfaithful
~ | ‘, in




14 On the I q/pz'ra)?oh of the Scri ﬁtun: |

in this Important facred Truft, and had either
" fupprefled or corrupted any Part of the Oracles
ofp GOD committed to them, or had inferted
uninfpired Writings among them, they would
have deprived themfelves of a great Part of that
Advantage the Apoftle fpeaks of ; and it is im-
poflible to fuppofe, that a Perfon animated with
- the Apoftles Zeal would have neglected fo great
- an Occafion, to rebuke and expofe an Inftance of
Perfidioufnefs, in its own Nature fo abominable,
and of fuch fatal Confequence to Religion.
A fecond Paflage, which in exprefs Terms, and
- not merely by rational Deduétions, fhews that
- the Canon of the Fews was approved by the
- Spirit of GOD in the Apoftles, are the Words
- of my Text, all Scripture is given by Infpiration
- gf GOD ; which Words ( as hath already been
. obferved ) have a fpecial Reference to the Books
~ which were then commonly known among the
Fews by that Name, Thefe, and thcfe only,
being the Holy Scriptures, which the Apoftle
tells Tsmothy, in the preceeding Verfe, He had
known from a Child. Now concerning thefe he
affirms, that they were all given by Infpiration of
GOD.;--Nay, fo fully was the Apoftle Pau/
- poflefled of this, that fpeaking of what came
almoft direCtly from the Mouth of GOD Him-
~ {elf, he cries out, Gal. iv. 30. What faith the
Scripture 2 Caft .out the gond Woman and ber
Sen. And again, Gal, iii. 8, The Scripture fore-
Jeeing that GOD would juftify the Heatben thro
" Faitb, preached before the Gofpel unto Abraham,
Jaying, in thee flall all Nations be bleffed. hSo
) that
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that according to him the Scripture fasth thus,
' or GOD [pake thus, areallone. The Voice of
GOD, and of the Scripture, in the Apoftle’s
Language, fignify the fame Thing.

I might proceed to obferve, how that moft of
the Books of the O/d Teffament are one where
or other alluded to, or cited in the New, as Books
of Divine Authority. But I have faid more than
enough already to make it app-ar, that if the
New Teftament was given by Infpsration of GOD,
(as évery Chriftian profefles to believe) then zhofe
Books, which were known to the fews in our
Saviour's and his Apoftle’s Times, by the Name
of the Scriptures, were o too. ¢ Nay, in onc
¢ Thing (as a Learned Man obferves) thofe Books .
‘ have an Advantage above zbe Books of the New
“ Teftament itfelf ; that the Canon of them was
‘ confirmed by our Saviour and ‘his Apoftles,
¢ which is a Confideration that oughtto giveus
¢ abundant Satisfaction. ’ o |

But perhaps it will be objected, that how well -
{oever we may be fatisfied, that thofe Books
were given by Infpiration of GOD, which were -
commonly called the Scriptures, in the Days of
Jesus CurisT and His APosTLES ; yet this can
be no Security to s, that the Books of the Old
Teftament, a5 we now bave them, are the fame ;
or if they be the fame in Subftance, yet that they
have not fuffered Corruptions and Alterations of
the laft Importance. And unlefs we could be
fecure of this, we can never know what to truft
to in them. In anfwer to this therefore, I pro-
ceed to the fecond Thing, which was,

S e

2. To




16 On the Infpiration of the Scriptures
.. 2. To prove, that the Books of the Old Tefta-

ment, as we now bave them, are the f[ame with
thofe, which were commonly called the Scriptures,
1n the Daysof JesusCurist and bis APOSTLES ;
And that they bave not undergone any material
Corruption or Alteration fince. |

~ The ' ruth of thefe Things is fo very obvious,
to one who hath well confidered all Circumftan-
ces, that they hardly need any Argument to fup-
port them. ~
~ For the firft Profelytes tb Chriftranity . were
from among the Fews themfelves to the Num-
ber of many Thoufands. Thefe were as famili-
arly acquained with the Books then called the
Holy Scriptures, as the otber fews were, who
ftill continued zealous of the Law of Mofes.
And fince thefe Books were owned and acknow-
ledged, quoted and referred to, and all People ex-
horted and encouraged to fearch and ftudy them
“asthe Word of GOD, both by Jesus CHriIsT,
and alfo by His ArosTLEs ; and efpecially fince
much Ufe was made of them to prove againt the
unbelieving Fews, that Jesus was the Meffiab pro-
mifed unto the Fathers by the Prophets,and that
no other was to be expeéted, we muft needs from
hence conclude, that the Do&rines of thofe
Books, as they were then extant, were efteemed
by the Chriflsan fews as Part of the Doltrine of
Jesus ; and that thofe Laws and Commands
which were there found, were kept and obfer-
ved by all Chriftians, the Followers of JEsus,
except where it appeared that Jesus had freed

themn from the Obligation of them ; and thhat
the
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of sb¢ OUd Telameat. ~ 37

the Chrifiéan muft be as felicitous; as the unchris
 fianized Sfews could be, to préfervé thofe Books -
uncerrupt and pure, from whence they fetcht a
greit Part of the Arguments, by which they
endeavoured to defend their own Principles, and
to perfwade their wnbelieving Brethren to em-
brace them alfo. -
Now thefe Books being at once in the Hands
of the unchriftianized and of the chriftian fews;
( I might add Gentiles alfo ) being reverenced
and efteemed by both, as Oracles of GOD;
and by both appealed to on all Occafions to de-
fend and juftify the Points in which they differ-
ed ; and the Difference in thofe Points, on the
fide of the unbelieving Fews,being carried to great
Outrage and Extremity, to furious Perfecutiony .
‘and frequent fhedding of Blood ; it became
( through the Providence of GOD, who often |
brings Good out of Evil ) an effectual fecurity
againft any future material Corruption, or alte-
ration of the Books then called the Holy Scrip-
tures, rendering it in the very Nature of the |
Thing Impoffible. o
- For if any of thofe Books had then, or 4t any:
Time fince, been fupprefled, or any new unin~
{pired Béok had been added to their Number ;
if any Addition, or Detraction, or material Al-
teration, had been made in dny Paffages of any
of them ; it uft have been done, either by the
joint Confent both of Fews and Chriflians, or by
one or other of the Parties alone.
~ Now I think no Body can be fo weak and
foolith, as to dream it pofiible, that a/l of both
. C

Partie;
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18 On the Infpiration of the Scriptures

Parties fhould combine in fuch a deteftable Un-

dertaking ; fince the Yaws were filled with fuch

Rage and Malice againft their cbriflian Bre-
thren, as, on all Occafions, and in all Places, to

ftir up the Rulersand the People againft them ;
- to profecute them to Bonds, Imprifonment, and
- Death itfelf.--- Or fuppofing éozh Parties had
- been fo void of the Fear of GOD, as to be dif-
- pofed to fuch an hellith Enterprize, and the
Fews could have laid afide their Animofity, till
a more proper Seafon of exprefling it; yet,
what Corruptions could poffibly kave teen agreed
ugon between them € -

The Cbriflians, upon fuch a Suppofition, muft
have been for corrupting thofe Paflages, from
which the Fews argued, that their Mefias was
to appear in worldly Pornp and Splendor, to
fight their Battels, and fubdue their Enemies for
- them, and to raife their State to an higher Pitch
~ of Glory and Renown, than it had ever been
- advanced to before.--- Again, on the other Hand,
- the Fews muft have been for expunging or al-
- tering all thofc Paflages, from which the grim:-

trve Chriflians argued, that the Meffas was to be
- a Man of Sorrcws and acquainted with Grief,
\ and to endure all that Contradittion of Sinners,
. which their Mafter Jesus underwent : So that
it was utterly impoflible, that the two contend-
- 1 oParties fhould be at any Agreement between
ti. afelves, what to corrupt or alter. |

Again, it was no lefs impoffible for either of
the Parties féparately to make any material Al-

- teration in thoic Books, which both appealed to,
- to

P— g
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of theVId Teftament, 19

1o decide’ the Controverly, without being dif-
covered and - expofed by their Adverfaries.--—
For befure the bitter Zeal of -the unbelieving |
Fews would prompt them to keep a {tri¢t Eye
upon the Chriflians.---And again, the Wicked-
nefs and Violence of their Adverfaries was a
fufficient Warning to the Chriflians, to be no
lefs watchful over them. | |
Moreover, as it appears impofiible in the Na-
ture of the Thing, {o it is evident sn Falt, that .
no material Alteration hath been made by either
Party ; becaufe the Paffages, which either of
the Parties would have been under the moft
Temptation to alter, all of them remain exatly
the fame to this very Day, both in the Fewifb
and the C.riffian Copies. - o
And now,having proved from the Teftimony
of Jesus CHRIST and his ArosTLEs in the
New Teltament, that thofe Books which were
called the Holy Scriptures, in the Days of our
Saviour and his Apoftles, were all given by In- *
@iration of GOD: And having from other
onfiderations fhown, that the Books of the
Old Teftament, as we now have them, are the
fame, which were then called the Holy Scrip-
tures, having fuffered no material Alteration or
Corruption fince :. I perfwade my felf you will
all agree, that a Chriftian who believes the Di-
vine Infpiration of the Scriptures of the New
Teftament, need not make any Demur or Dif-
ficulty about the Divine Infpiration of the Scrip-
tures of the Old Teftament ; And that he can
have no juft Reafon to fufpet, that any Book or

Books




30 On the Infpiratson of the Scriprures

Books have been admitted into the Canon of
the Old “eftament, which were of meer hu-
mang Compofition. | |
But may it not flill be feared,that fome ancient
Books which deferve, and ought to bave had a
Place, in the Canon of the Old Teflament, have
been kept out of it.---- Certain it is, that the Ro-
- manifts have added fome Apocrypsal Books to
the Scripture Canon. And perhaps a few Pro-
- teflant Diwines, who arc as far from being go-
~ ptfbly affeéled, as any of their Brethren, may have
- entertained too high an Opinion of fome of thofc
- Books. And therefore I ‘hall proceed to fay,--
 That thefewere not given by Injjgz'mtion of GOD,

 but were mere bumane Compofures 3 and liable
2o the fame Defeéts and Miftakes with other Writ-
sngs of buman Original. For the clearing of
- this Point, I fhall endeavour two Things.
1. To prove that the Books, commonly cal-
- led the Apocrypha, were not given by Infprration
~of GOD. And g |

2. To fhew the Vanily ¢f the Pretences, by
which the Romanifls would perfwade us to think
nwore bighly of them, than we ought to think.

1. I am to prove,that the Books, commonly cal-
led the Apocrypha, were not given by Infpiration
of GOD. o |

And indeed the very Name by which they

- are called intimates,that they arc to /e bid, when
Proof is to be made of any Thing in Religion ;
ecaufe that,not being written under the infalli-
ple Guidance of the Spirit of GOD, thuy are
not of fufficient Authority to put an Erud vs T 0t-
troverfies, | o
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" For the Proof of which I thall mention only

two Arguments among ‘the many which ‘have
been ufed.--- viz. }' - | o

1. Becaufe they were never received, nor ac- |

knowledged, by the fews, as Infpired Writings~-
nd, . «
2. Becaufé cvery Book of them hath Falfboods,

either in Doétrine or Hiftory.

1. It appears that the Books,commonly called
the Apochrypha,were not given by Infpiration.of
GOD, becaufe they were never received, nor ac-
knowledged, by the Jews, as infpi-ed Writings.
That thefe Books were not received as Infpited
Writings by the Yews, we have the Teftimony
of their Countryman Jofephus, * who tells us,
“that it was only thofe Books which we com-
monly call the Scriptures of the O/d Teflament,
which the Yews thought themfelves bound to
believe. And that though they had a Venera-
tion for the .Apocryphal Writings, yet it was in-

~ comparably thort of what they afcribed to the
ather, for want of the Succeffional Lire and De-

{cent of the Prophets, to make them as Authcs-
tiz’k and Sacred as the other were ; to which
they gave as much Credit as to their own Eyes:
And never durft make any Attempt upon them,
either to add, or to diminifh, or fo much as but
to traisform or difguife them.---- In like Man-
ner all the reft of the fews ftill do, and always
did, unanimoufly reject thefe Apocryphal Books
as no Part of their Holy Scriptures. And I

“think

* Adv. Api. Lib, 1,
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think the Romanfis themfelves don’t prefumeto -
fay, that thef Books were ever received.as Cg-
nonscal by the Yews. RN S

Now we know,that 7o the Fews were commit-
ted the Oracles of GOD. And we are well
~ affured alfo, that they were faithful to the Truft

repofed in them : that, according to the Tefti-
mony of Jofephus above-mentioned, they durft
~ not add, diminifh, or fo much asin the leaft
- transform or difguife any of thefc Oracles. 1
~ fay we are well affured of this, becaufe (as I
- have fhown in the former Part of this Difcourfe)
~ our Saviour and his Apoftles abundantly ap-
~ proved and confirmed the Canon of the Old-
- Teftament as it was received by the i}'e'ws in
thesr Time. Now if the Jews faithfully pre- -
. ferved the Oracles of GOD, down to the Time
i of our Saviour, and yet received not the Apocry-
~ pha into their Canon ; it thence plainly follows,
that the Apocrypbal Writings were not Oracles
of GOD, nor given by Divine Infpiration.
| Again, S o !

2. The Jame Thing is further evident, becaufe
all the Apocryphal Books contain fome Falfloods,
either in Dottrine, or in Hiflory. :

'Thus for Inftance, the Book of Tob:# brings in
the Angel Rapbael with a Lye in his Mouth,
Tob. v. 12. faying that he was Azariab the Son
of Ananias, which is far from the Spirit of GOD,
or the Nature of Holy Angels, who cannot fin.
He prefcribes alfo the MagicalFoolery, chap. vi.
ver. 16, 17. of chafing away the Devil with the
Heart and Liver of a Fith. And he affumes that

unto
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unto himfelf and fix other Angels, chap. xii,
ver. 16. which is the peculiar Work of CurisT,
to prefent the Prayers of the Saints. |

The Book of fudith, Jud. ix. 2, 3, 4. highly
extols that barbarous inhuman Action of Simeon
and Levs, which their Father facod, in his Pro-
phetic dying Words to his Sons, condemns and
curfes. Gen. xlix. 7. It reprefents her praying
to GOD for a Blefling on her Lyes ; and {peaks
of a City and a Faét, neither of them commeme-
rated by any other Writer of the Jewith Affairs,
and therefore at leaft of very doubtful Credit.

Baruch faith he wrote his Book in Babylon,
--Bar. i. 1, 2. at a Time when it appears from
the Prophecy of feremiah, that he was with
“the Prophet in ferufalem ; and that he was
- afterwards carried with him by fobanan into
Egypt. chap. vi, ver. 3. This Book alfo makes
Jeremiab prophefy, that the fews thould conti-
nue in Babylon for feven Generations ; whereas
in Truth he prophefied only of feventy Years
Captivity, an§ no more was fulfilled. *

But I thould weary both myfelf and you, if I
thould go through all the Apocrypbal Booss,
with fuch particular Remarks upon them. I
{hall conclude this Head therefore with an Ob-
{ervation or two upon the Book of Wifdon:, which
hath perhaps as little exceptiongble, and as many
valuable Things in it, as any among thein,

The Author of this Book pretends himfelf to
~be Soloman, chap. ix. ver. 7, 8. whereas he al-
ludes (as is generally fuppofed) chap. iv. ver. 2.
to the Grecian Games, which were not inftituted

| till
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till afier the Days of Solomsn. However, we
need ho other Evidence that he was not an In-
fpired Writer, but his unjuf? and cruel Sentence
againf? Baflards,in the End of his third Chapter;
a Sentence at leaft as thocking as any Duamna-
tory Article inthe Athanafian Grecd.

- Inthort, there are fo many, and fuch grofs Er-
rors and Falfthoodsin thefe Books (as I could eafily
go on to thew,if the Time would permit,) that 1t
1s impoflible any Aigument whatever fhould
give us juft Reaforn to think them of Divine
Original. For no Argument can ever drive us
into any greater Abfurdity to efcape its Force,
than it would be to afcribe fuch notorious In-
ftances of Frailty and Fallibility, as moft of thefe
Books abound with, to the IHo!y and Infallible
Spirit of GOD.

But we have no Reafon to be folicitous on
this Head, for (fo far as T can conjeture from
what I have ever yet feen) we are not likely to
be purfued and prefled with fuch Arguments
for the Divine Infpiration of thefe Books, as can
much affect any but thofe, who are pre-difpofed
by fuine other Confiderations to receive them
kindly, and to think the beft of them.--—For
what though it be true, as the Papsfls urge, that
the Apocrypbal Writings are fometimes quoted
by the Cgrijh'an Fathers 2 {o alfo Paffages are
taken from Menander and Epimenides by the
Apoftle Paul; and the latter is called a Propbet
too ; And yet no Body ever thought the Writ-
iigs of thefe Heathen Poets Canonized by fuch
Quoiations.---

And.
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~ And what though the Fatbers fome times
call the Apocryphal Books Canenical? fince they
often called every Thing elfe {o, which in their
Day was wont to be read in Churches ; as were

{
|

the Sufferings of the Martyrs and divers.

other Things, which neither they, nor any

Body elfe ever thought to be of Divine Autho-

rity or Infpriration.--- And what though thefe
Books were brought into the Scripture Canon,
and confirmed by the Popes Authority, in the
beginning of the fifth Century ? We {hall hard-
ly pay any great Deference to that, till we find
his Infallibility better proved, than we have
ever feen 1t yet.

But fo much may futhice for the Vanity of
the Pretences by which the Romanifls would
obtrude upon us a Sett of wninfpired Beoks
for Divine Oracles ; which was the lalt Thing
I propofed to confider.

And now let us turn from difputing fo adsring

and praifing GOD, fcr his Witdom Power 2ad

Grace difplayed in bringing the greateft Good

out of onec of the wortt of Evils; in making
the bitter Zeal with Which,contending Parties

about Religion are fo generally inflamed, a moft

effeCtual Security againft any dangerous Corrup-
tion or Alteration of the Holy Scriptures.  And
let us blefs his Name for affording us {uflicient
Lights to determine what was given by Infpira-
tion of GOD, and what not, at fo vaft a diftance

of Time from us, as the laft of the Books of the
Old Teftament were written.

D Thefs
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Thefe Things are the Lorp’s Dosngs, and
they may. well be Marvellous in our Eyes ;
Great and Marvellous,-are thy Works, Lorp
GOD Almsghty :. _“r'uf? and true are thy Ways,
thou King of Saints, Who [hallnot fear thee, O
LoRrp, and glrify thy Name ¢ -

F I N I &

& & & & %
& & & &
RO,

OB




o FoigecEb o Mo !

Fuft Publifbed,

And to be Sold by D. Hexcuman, at his. Shop over againft the
Old Brick Meeting- Houfe in Cornbill.

Discourses on the whole LV**: Chap. of Ifaiah.
Preparatory to Communion at the Lord s-Table.
To which isadded the Aathor’s /27 Sermon.

By that pious, judicious and learned Divine,

The Rev. Mr. Neuemian WALTER.
Late Paftor of the firft Church in Roxbury.

With & PrEFACE,

Giving fome Account of his Lire and CHARACTER.

N. B. Subfcribers to the above, are hereby notified, that the
Books are ready to be deliver'd to them.
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