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TO THE

1-‘ i

InuaBPTANTS of WARER

N

DeaArR BRETHREN,

YN HAVE lately put into your Hands a Sermon
which 1 bave Reaforn to think, bas done
fome Good among you, tho® not fo much as I conld
wifh. Its not producing a greater Influence, this
only fhews bow much it was wanted 5 but the Fruit,
which it b&s apparently brought forth encourages
me to fow again in bopes that my [econd Harveft
will be a more Plentiful one.” & he twp Sermons,
which I bere recommend to your {erious and re-
peated Perufal, were made for you, and priached
2o you s but Difcourfes\from the Pulpit, tho’
beard with Attention, and received with Appro-
bation, will foon flip the Memery, unlefs People
would imme8iately rake more care, than they ge-
nervally do, to recollel? them, and confider them.
The Subjelt of thefe Diftourfes being of very great
Confequence to your Improyement in Religion and
Virtue, as our faithful Moniter and Friend, I
earngflly defire you. to weigh them well ;s and,
theny, by God’s .Blaﬁﬂg, I will anfwer for your
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being the betier for them 5 but if yoru only beffoy
#pon t/:fmz one flight and b:y}_y Reading,. they may
give you an Hour’s Ainufement, but do you very
little lafting Good. 1 will on other Occafions,
which fhall feem to require ity take i1his Methid

of bringing Inflruition home to your Houfes that
you may bave Time to think of it at your Leifure,

The furtherance of your Eternal Happinefs is
what I bave really at Heart, Indeed, the Plea-
Jure of endeavouring io promote the Welfare of
others is almoft the only -Pleafure that a Life of
Fatigue end Difappointment and Trouble bas
afforded, or is ever likely to afford io,

Your Faithful,
And Affe@ionate

Friend and Servant,

-‘\MLLT ‘r/ .

- . ;;-.1 *
:; A LA iui

\{;"l‘ L™ - AT et

wrioy e

W. WEBSTER.
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P A R T 1L

ILLUKE xvi. 8.

The Children of this World are in
their Generation wifer than the

Children of Light.

a Perfon the Soz or Child of any thing

when he partakes much of its Nazure
and DQualiiies. Such as have acquirsd oir-
tuous Habits and divine Difpofitions are ftiled,
Childven of Go p, while thofe who partake
of a diabolical Temper take their Name from
him whom they imitate and refemble, and
are called, the Children of the DEviL. The

earthly-minded, who make the Things of #bis
-~ B T T T World

- e

IT is an ufual Phrafe in the Bible to call
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World their chief aim and fiudy, are called, the
CHILDREN OF THIS WoRrRLD; and thofe
who, being enlightened with the Knowledge
of an immortal Happinefs in another Life,
and profefs themielves to be only in a State
of Probation here, are diftinguithed by the
T'itle of the CHILDREN OF LiicuT, becaufe
they are, or ought to be, partakers of that
heavenly Frame of mind which is the genuine
Produét of fuch a Belief, and in Scripzure is
expreflfed by Light.

The Childven of this World, who mind
earthly Things, are faid to be wifer than the
Children of Light, who are fuppofed by their
Profeffion to have their Hopes full of Immor-
tality, to have their greateft Treafure in re-
ver{ion. Wifer! But in what Senfe? Not
@wbfolutely wifer. For it cannot be confiftent
with true Wifdom, which always chufes That
which 1s beff upon the whole, to place our
chief Happinefsin TH1s Life, when we have
fuch clear and ftrong Proofs of a Future State
of more perfet and more lafting Felicity
than any thing that is zemporal and earthly
cAN be., —— But they are wifer in their
GenErAaTION 3 Wifer for TH1s World, than
the Children of Light are for the mex: Life.
“They ac&t more confiftently with their Princi-
ples, and are more provident to {ecure, or
obtain the pofieflion of thofe Things where-
in they place their chief Happinefs, than
Chriftians are to make their beavenly Calling
and Eleftion fure 1n that eundlefs State of per-

fe2 Blifs which they declare their belief of.
| But
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But I do not intend in my following Dif-
courfe to draw the Comparifon between the
Conduét of two different forts of Men, but
between the Conduét of the fame Men alting
differently, and inconfiffently with themfelves s
wherein I fhall make it appear that in re-
fpet to the Concerns of Religion their Be-
haviour is diretly oppofite to all the Rules
of Prudence, that they themfelves obferve in
the Management of their Zemporal Aftairs,
And, this I apprehend to have been our Sa-
viour’s main Drift, tho’ the Paraéble, which
introduces the Remark, reprefents the Chil-
dren of this World, and the Children of Light
under diffiné? Characliers.

The Obfervation 1s ftill as true and fea-
fonable as it was In our Saviour’s Time, Au-
man Nature and buman Condufl continuing
much the fame that they then were. Tho’
- the World be grown fo much older, Man-
kind, I fear, are not much wifer than they
were, The enquiry, therefore, i3 not like-
ly to prove to our Credit and Satisfaétion,
_ but by the Grace of God, concurring with
~our honeft Application of it, it may turn
greatl, to our future Advantage. When we
- are made {enfible how inconfiffently, how ab-
furdly we have conduéted ourfelves, we can-
not help being concerned and afbamed; but
if our Sorrow and Shame produce their na-
tural Effets in making us refolve to act
more wifely and confiftently for the future, I
may fay with the Apoftle, 7 fball not re-
pent that I made you forry.

B 2 ¥
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If I intended to carry the Comparifon thro*
every Inftance of worldly Wifdom, it would
be neceflary to ennumerate all the feveral
Maxims by which Men of the beft Under-
ftandings conduét themielves in the profecus-
tion of their {everal Schemes of Life; but
my Defign is /Zimited to the grand Article of
all y the primary and fundamental Point of
fecular Wifdom. Upon this only I purpofe
to inlarge ; and when I fhall have executed
my intended Plan, you will fee that it is,
by itfelf, an entire one; and, 1 hope, you
will fee/ that it is an ufeful one,

In whatcver Circumftances of Life we con-
fider Men, let thcir Trade, or Profeffion be
what 1t will, it is the Jeading Principle of all,
to be careful to underfland the wature of their
particular Bufinefs., For this Purpofe People
are put out Apprentices, in order to be in-
{tru¢ted in the proper Methods of carrying
it'on to Advantage ; and when they become
Mafters, themfelves, they are ftudious to im-
prove their Knowledge in their Trade by Ob-
fervation and Converfation; and the more di-
ligent and acute they are in getting an Infight
into the beft Manner of making, of buying,
or {elling Goods to the greateft Profit, and
with the greateft Safety ; and the more artful
they are in fifting others of known Skill in
the fame Trade, the more fhrewd and notable
they are always reckon’d, and the more fuc-
cefsful they generally are in Bufinefs. Take
any of thofe Men, who are intent upon thriv-
jng in the World, and obferve whether th;y
- | 5
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do not rhake it their particular Care to affo-
ciate with others of the fame Occupation,
who have the Reputation of being the great-
‘eft Proficients in it, in order to try whether
they cannot learn fomething from them. If
there be any Perfon who is reckon’d to have
a particular Secret, by the Means of which
he excels others, fee how affiduous the reft,
who have any Share of Prudence, are to get
acquainted with him ; how officious to oblige
him ; how watchful to take the moft favoura-
- ble Opportunity to perfuade him to commu-
nicate his Skill. — Or, if there were any Book
that treated largely and mofl accurately of the
Methods of 1mproving any kind of Bufinefs,
would not every difcreet Man, in that Way of
Bufinefs, procure the Book, if poflible, and
ftudy it thoroughly, till he was fure he could
put the Rules in Practice ; and if there were
any Part which he apprchended to be of
Confequence that he did not underftand, would
he not be careful to get fome Inftruction from
others of more Knowledge and Judgment ?
It 1s the fame as to any Profeflion by which
Men hope to rife to Wealth or Honour. Is
- not tais the Conduct of all that have any
. tolerable Share of worldly Wifdom? And a
very commendable Conduét, no doubt, it is.
For, a Man that does mo¢ underftand his
Trade or Profeflion can never expe&t much
Succefs in it, and the &ezrer he underftands it
the more fuccefsful he may reafonably expet
to be; but no Knowledge can be acquird
without ufing the proper Means; a Princi-
pal of which is the Experience of others who
. have gone before us.— Now, let us view thefe

2 Men



( 10)

Men in another Light. Let us examine thetr
Behaviour 1n refpeét to the great Bufinefs
of Religion, their Chriftian Profeffion, and {ee
whether they conduct themfelves by the fame
Rules of Prudence and good Senfe. 1 prefume,
it will be granted me, that a Man’s Profi-
ciency in Religion and Chrifiian Perfeltion will
be in Proportion to his Knowledge 1n Religion,
and the neceflary Means of Improvement 1n
it. It 1s impoffible for us to do our Duty any
farther than we wnderftand it; tor Praliice ym-
plies Knowledge, and every End has its par-
ticular Means adapted to i1t, without which
it cannot naturally be attain®d.—What 1s Re-
ligion but the Conformity of our Wills to the
Will of God? And how are we to come at
the Knowledge of God’s #7Z/l, but from his
Nature, and from his written Word, explain’d
by thofe who have had the beft Opportuni-
ties of underftanding 1t, and whofe proper
Bufinefs 1t is to inftruét others. Men of Lez-
tevs, who have had Leifure and Ability to
make themfelves acquainted with Beooks, and
have been accuftom’d to an argumentative Way
of Thinking, may know a good deal of the
.yatural and smoral Ateributes of God from his
Works, and of the Courfe of his Providence
from the Hjftories of the feveral Kingdoms
of the World; and by enquiring into our
own Natures, and feeing the Relation that we
ftand in to our Maker and Governour and
to one another, they may difcover a natural
Fitnefs or Propriety in {ome Thoughts and
Actions, and an Unfitnefls or Impropriety 1n
others. This is one Method which Philo-
Jopbers, Divines, and AMdoralifis have takendm
Oracy
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order to find out the Will of God and our
Duty to him, becaufe whatever we can thew,
from the Nature of Things, to be fir and
reafonable in itfelf, we may, from its naty-
ral Fitnefs and Req@mélmq/}, Infer that it
is agreeable to the Mind of an infinitely wife
and good Being — But, as many of thofe
who hear me have neither the Opportunity
of reading fuch Authors, nor the Capacity of
making the proper Ufe of fuch fpeculative
Writings, I fhall only infift upon thofe Means
of Information which are in cevery one’s
Power, and examine whether Mankind in
oeneral be as careful to make a due Ufe of
them, as they are to inform themfelves of
fuch Matters as relate to their wor/dly In-
tereft. '

The Scriptures are the firff and great Means
of Information in the Knowledge of God and.

our Duty — In thofe facred Writings we

have conveyed to us the Knowledge of the
Divine Nature and Wil ; what he 1s in bim-

felf s what he 1s to #s; and what it is that

he requires from us; and all this, not in any
uncertain or difficult Method of abftrufe Ar+

gumentation, but by an exprefs and plain
Revelation of himielf, as to what we are to

believe and pratiice. There his Attributes are

difplayed, his Difpenfations to Mankind

fet forth, his Precepts laid down for the Rule
of our Afions, his Terrors denounced, and
his Promifes proclaimed, in order to per-
fuade us to Obedience, Moreover, zbere we
have both for our Dire&tion and Encourage-
ment, both to ipftru€t and animate us, the

7 o kxamples
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Examples of holy Men and Womei in all
Ages of the World; bur, above all, we have
the unerring Pattern of the fpotlefs Fefus; the
Blefled Author of our Religion ; his Meek-
nefs under Indignities 3 his Patience under
Sufferings 3 his Charity in forgiving Injuries 3
his unwearied Benevolence in doing Good.
‘What an inexhauftable,” what an ineftima-
ble Treafure of Knowledge muft be con-
tain’d in a Book that was dictated by the in-
fallible Spirit of God, for fuch noble Pur-
pofes as the InftruCtion of all Mankind, in
every Thing that is neceflary to their Eternal
Salvation! How full of Wonders and De-
light! How muft it raife the .Attention, a-
waken the Curiofity; and improve the Difpo«
fition of every thoughtful Mind !

Is it poflible to be €onverfant with the
Hiftory of God’s Difpenfations without being;
affe¢ted by them ? The many Declarations
and Inftances of his Anger againft finful
Nations and f{inful Men, but, efpecially, his
dreadful Denunciations of Vengeance to be
executed in the World to come, will be the
ftrongeft Difluafive from Vice. The general
Promifes of Favour to.good Men and the
many Inftances of his Goodnefs to particu-
Jar Saints will animate your Obedience, and
raife an- holy Confidence in God under the
greateft Dangers and Diftrefs. But a clofe
and frequent Attention to the Promife of that
exceeding great Reward which awaits good
Men in Heaven, will fire your Minds with the
moft vigorous Refolutions and the warmeft

Tranfports of joyful Hope, With St. Paul
| you
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you will boldly fight the good Fight of
Faith, and with him, too, defire to be dif-
folv’d, that you may enter into Glory. The
Accounts of God’s Mercy will raife the droop-
ing Spirits of a defponding Penitent, while
his Purity will convince the Prefumptuous
that Impurity can never dwell in his Pre-
fence. The Declarations of his Tmmutabilizy
and VPeracity are a Security to good Men
that his Promifes fhall never fail, and an
unanfwerable Proof to the Wicked that
his Threatnings will moft afluredly be exe-

cuted.

But there is one Part of thefe Sacred Books
which I would recommend to every {erious
Chriftian for his mofft familiar Acquaintance.
The Book of Pfalms has fomething 1n it
adapted to every one’s Condition ; and e-
very Thing in it 1s as moving and affelt-
ing as it is poflible. If he celebrates the
Praifes of God, he does it in fuch joyful,
fuch exalted, and fuch rapturous Strains, as
muft elevate the Heart of every Reader that
has any Paflions. If he makes Confeflion of
bis Sins, he does it 1n fuch a tender Manner
as muit melt the moft Obdurate into Tears
of Repentance and Refolutions of Amend-
ment. In his Thankfgivings you may per-
ceive how his Heart glows with Gratitude,
how he /labours to exprefs the firong Senfe
which he feels of the Divine Goodnefs.
When he pours forth his Complaints in
his Diftrefs, and begs the Proteltion of
God, he expreffes fuch a perfeét Refigna-

tion and frm Reliance on him for Deli-
C VCTrance,
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verance as 1s apt to make the Reader, if he
has any good Difpofitions, afbamed to har-
bour in his Thoughts the leaft Difcontent,
or Defpondency. When you hear him Jong-
ing and panting after God, like as the Hart
defireth the Water-Brooks, how can you for-
bear taking up his impatient Wifh for an
Opportunity of attending publick MW orfbip,
and faying, with himyy When fhall I come to
appear before the Prefence of God ? There is
in every Picture, which this pious Painter
has drawn, a peculiar Softnefs, even in thofe
Parts which have the greateft Strength and
Force of Sentiment, or Expreflion; which
I afcribe partly to his natural Difpofition
and partly to his T7roubles, which have a
oreat Tendency towards calming and foften-
ing the Mind.—When I confider thefe and
many more Excellencies in this inefiimable
Trealure of Piety and Dewotion, I am not
furpriz’d at what I have heard, of one of
the mofit learned Men of his Time 1n France,
who, on his Death-Bed, with’d for one 2ear
sizore, that be might [pend 1t in reading the
Plalms of David. My Bretbren, we are all,
at prefent, 1n Pofieflion of the Opportumt)r
which this unhappy great Man too long
flighted, and at laft in vain wifh’d for. Let
us A/ {ublcribe to his Opinion of their
Value, but let none of us copy after his
Neglect of them. Yor my own Part, 1 have
them bound up by themielves, I carry them
always in my Pocket, and refolve never to
live a Day, while 1 am capable of reading,
without reading fome Part of them,

And
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And we, 1n thefe Kingdoms, God be
praifed ! enjoy a Blefling which is deny’d
to the greateft Part of Chriffendom, the free
Ufe of the Scriptures in our native Lan-
guage 3 and, as to all effential Points of
Faith, or Praliice, faithfuliy tranflated from
the Original —I would afk, then, what might
naturally be expected from Mankind in this
Cafe, {fuppofing them to follow the fame
Maxims of Wifdem and Prudence, which all
wife and prudent People oblerve in refpect
to their worldly and fenfual Affairs?

In the firft place, would not every fuch
Perfon, if capable of reading and buying
the Bible, be as converfant in it as pofiible,
and attentive to mark, particularly, thofe
Paflfages that are of moft Importance, to
lay them up in his Memory, and to im-
print them the moft ftrongly upon his
Mind, that they may always lie uppermoft
in his Thoughts for common Ufe upon
every Occafion? To make them, as holy
* David did, his conftant Study ? To medi-
. tate upon them Day and Night.—1 do not
- mean that he would do nothing elfe but read
his Bible ; but, that he would be careful and
glad to take all convenient Opportunitics
of contracting the greatelt Intimacy with the
moft ufeful and entertaining Book that ever
was publifh’d in the World ; and, according-
ly, if his Situation in Life allow’d him but
little Leifure for rcading, would Le not be
the more careful to employ that litrle in
reading what is infinitely better worth read-

C 2 ing
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ing than any other Book whatfoever ? If he
were as wife and prudent 1n his (piritual
Affairs, as wife Men are generally in their
temporal ones, he would be as diligent to
inform himfelf of religious Truths, and the
Methods of Improvement in Chrifiian Per-
feétion, as they are to underftand and im-
prove their Trade, or Profeffion ; and, the
Bible being infinitely the Best Means of
Information, as to religious Truths and Du-
ties, he would be fure not to fail fludying
it with the urmoff Care and Attention.

You fee, I endeavcur to {peak to your Uz-
derflandings, to your common Senfe, upon your
own allowed Maxims of Conduct; and to
thew you how inconfiftently you a&t with
your {elves: How wifely and prudently in
Things, comparatively, of o Moment ; how
foolithly and abfurdly in the Bufinefs of
FEternal Life and Death. For, my Bre-
thren, 1 appeal to your felves. Have you
been as carctul to read and underftand your
Bible, to acquire Spiritual Knowledge, and
inform your f{elves of your Duty, as to un:
derftand the Nature of your fecular Bufi-
nefs, and fenfua/ Schemes? — Have you
ever read it over regularly -as you read over
other Books ? Have you read it with a de-
grec of Artention and awful Regard fuita-
bk to the Dignity of the Author and the
oreat Importance of the fubjeét Matter of
it? — On the contrary, are there not ma-
ny of you who f{carce ever look into it, at
all, with any f{ferious Purpole; fome, whe
have not thought it worth their while per-

' haps
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haps ever to get one. — And I atk you
to tell me fairly and honeftly. — 1Is this
Conduét of a Piece with your Behaviour
in common Life? Is it not altogether ab-
furd and fenfelefs? I am now fpeaking to
every one who 1s capable of reading, even
tho® they be employed all the Week in
getting their daily Bread ; for every one is,
or ought to be, at letfure to fpend fome
part of his Time 1n reading 1it. And if
Men had a juft Notion of the great Value
and Excellency of their Bible, they would
Sical all pofiible Opportunities of reading
{mall Portions of it. They would not on-
ly be convinced that it is their Duty and
Intereft to do 1t, but the Pleafire which
they would take 1n reading it, (if they
could but perfuade themfelves to read it
habitually and frequently) would be a fuf.
ficient Inducement. Infomuch that the P{al-
mift makes a Tafte and Relith for the Aoy
Scriptures, a fure Token by which we may
know a good Man. The Words of a learn-
ed Prelate, (Bifhop 4tterbury) of our Church
-on this Subject are fo very apt and fine, I
dhall give you them — fays he, ¢ Another
¢ Token of our Simcerity in Religion is,
.%¢ when we delight to read and have a
¢ relith of the Scriptures; when we find
% {omewhat more in them than in mere
““ bumarn Writings, and are apt to fettle
‘“ 1nto a pious Compofure of Mind while
‘““ we are perufing them; when we come
¢ to them with Satisfattion and Eagernefs,
““ and are uneafy under any long difcon-
¢ tnuance of our Converfation with thern.

¢ e *Tis
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¢« — *Tis true, 1t may fometimes happen
¢ that a Perfon of a found and fincere Piery
¢« fhall read the Holy Scripture without
‘¢ being much warmed, or affeCted by them.
¢« He may be under an Indifpofition and
¢« Languor of Mind ; the Bufinefs, or Plea-
« fures of Life and worldly Objects may
‘“ now and then take Poffefflion of his
¢« Heart, and fhut the Door againft Scrip-
¢ tural Impreﬁions, but then this is not a
<« common Cale; he i1s for the moft part well
¢« difpofed rtowards this divine Employ-
“ ment.  But, 1f a Man can frequently pe-
““ rufe the Scriptures without any Degree
¢ of fenfible Emotion and Concern, with-
<« out being touch’d by the Matter of them,
«“ or awca by the Majeftick Manner of
«« Expreflion, which diftinguifhes them from
““ gll other Writings, this 1s as fure an In-
<« dication of a fick Soul, as a Palate which
¢ does not relifh the moft favoury Meats,
¢ 15 of a difeufed Body.” — Thus far this
pious and learned Preacher.) Wherefore,
if you really have any Honour and Ve-
neration for your Maker you will pay a

due Regard to his holy Word; as much
more Regard to 1tr, than to any other Wri-
tings, as it 1s of greater Authority, being
the Word of infinite Wifdom, {poken to us
by the Creator and Governour and Judge of
the whole World ; as containing Matters not
only excellent in themiclves, like many fine
Compofitions of Human Invention, but of the
Jaft Moment to our Happinels ; to our Hap-
pinefs, not only bere, but bercafier ; to end-

lefs Ages. 1f all thefe Circumftances do not
claim
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claim the higheft Veneration and the clofeft
Attention from us, nothing can. And, {ince
jﬁou do believe the Divine Infpiration of the
Scriptures, do not act fo abturd and fupid
a Part as to {light them ; and flight them
you do, if you neglect to read them and
meditate upon them. If you have a fincere
Defire of growing in Grace, and making a
Progrefs in Chriftian Perfection, be ftudious
to ufe this great Means of Improvement;
which is fo neceffary a one that if you wil-
fully omit to ufe it, you cannot expeét that
you fhall make any confiderable Advances
in Piety and Virtue; and fo efficacious a
one that whoever makes himfelf intimately
acquainted with the Word of God will in
Proportion to the Degree of his Intimacy
with it, grow every Day a better Man. If
at the Day of Judgment you would enter in-
to Life, the Bible is the Charter which muft
give you a 7itle to it : The Bible is the in-
fallible Guide that muft direct you into the
richt Way that Jeadeth thither : The B/éle is
the fweet Companion that will make your Jour-
pey comfortable and agreeable, You profefs
-0 believe thefe Things, and let your Conduét
‘be agreeablc to your Profeflions. Imitate the
Wifdom of the Children of this World, and
be as induftrious to draw IHeavenly Know-
ledge out of this Divine Fountain, as zbey
arc to acquire a thorough Infight into the na-
ture of worldly Affairs, and the right Method
of carrying them on.

But <withons conlidering the Bible as the
Rule of our Faith and Praftice, but only
85 & Compolfition containing Matters of

1 . P
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Improvement and Entertainment, it might
recommend itfelf to the Attention and Ad-
miration of Perfons of the moft accurate
Judgment and the moft elegant Tafte. It
1s the moft ancient Book in the World.
No other Book contains fuch a ZVariety of
Matter. There are the nobleft Sentiments,
the mcft elevated Thoughts, the moft ad-
mirable Maxims of buman Prudence, and the
beft Directions for the making our {elves hap.
Py in this Life. Its Beanties are equal to its
Ufefulnefs. 'The Manner,as well as the Matter,
{peaks it to be above buman Invention. There
is, throughout the whole, fuch an inimitable
Szmp[:cz{y, that let a Perfon read 1t ever fo
often, the oftener he reads it the more he will
admire it, and read 1t with the more Plea.
fure: There are the moft oglowing poetical I-
mages, the moft lively Defcriptions, the mof
apt and delicate Similies, the moft affecting
Strokes of Oratory, every thing that is ad-
mired in other Writings, and in much
greater Perfection. A Man muft carry the
ftrongeft Prepofleffions, as well as Jufidelity
with hlm, if he can read over the Books
of Fob, ot David, of Ifaiab, or St. Paul,
without Admiration and Delight ;3 without
~having his Heart warmed, hlS Pafﬁons en-
ﬂamed his Mind raifed above idelf. I
will venture to fay, if the Bible were the
Work of any Perfon but their AMaker, and
related to any thing elfe than Religion,
would be read and admired by the {cora-
fulleft Wits as the moft excellent and beau-
tiful Compofition in the Univerfe. Bu

what, my Brethren, can I fay to #hofe (and
many
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many fuch there are) who profefs their Be-
lief of its Divine Infpiration, and its Infinit¢
Importance to their Happinefs, and yet
negleét the reading 1t with a fuitable At-
tention and Frequency ¢ The Iufidels only
fhew great want of Tafte in this Inftance,
arifing from their Prejudices 3 but fuch Be-
lievers act with as little Senfe as the People
in Bedlam. In the Name of Common Senfe
let them ecither difown their Faith, or alt
more confiftently with it, It is a fufficient
Reproach to the Infidels that their Infidelity
fhould fo far blind the Underftandings of
Men, pretending to a fuperior Degree of
Impartiality and Freedem of Thought, that
they cannot difcern the greateft Beautics;
but a Believer without a Relifh, without the
greateft Admiration, without the bighefp Vene-
yation for his Bible, by which he expedls to be
faved 5 a Believer, who does not eagerly defire,
who does not greedily enjoy {o great a Bleffing
and Comfort, o neceflary a Means of Happi-
nefs 5 he is — {o aftonithing a Monfter of Folly
and Madnefs, that I can only exprefs my A4-
miration s and beg of God, by his Grace, to
cure all fuch difordered Minds. What I have
to fay farther muft be deferred to the next
Opportunity. o God the Father, &c.

P.S. As this Sermon may chance to fall in-
to the Hands of fome Perfons of Learning, 1
take the Liberty to fuggeft an Obfervation
that refpes them. The Generality of Mankind
have neither Leifure, nor Capacity f{or the Pe-
rulal of Comm-nmtators and eth.» Studies that

may be fubfervicnt to the Knowledge of the
| D Scriptures,
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Scriptures. Deep and critical Points are not
their Concern, becaufe they lie out of their
reach. Matters more obvious to common Ap-
prehenfions, and of general ufe, are the Things,
and the only Things which it 1s their Duty fo
underftand. Not that ] mean to lay it down
for a Maxim that none but Scholars fhould ever
look 1nto Comsments, or Parapbrafes. No body
can underftand the Bible too well, becaufe
the better Men. underftand it, the more they
may improve by it, and receive the more Plea-
fure from it ; and there are many Books upon
the Bible which Perfons of good natural Senfe
may make a good Ufe of without the help of
a libeval Education. Such as have been bred
up to Letters, if they have a religious Turn of
"Mind, will out of Inclination be inquifitive
— and as to thofe whofe particular Employ-
ment 1t 1s to explain 1t to others, there can
be no doubt about their Obligation to {tudy
it critically, and to {earch as far as they can
into thofe Parts which are of the mofit diffi-
cult Interpretation, and the hardefl to be un-
derftood. — But (with great Deference and
Refpe&t I make the Obfervation) a Man may
beftow much Time and Pains in the {tudy of
the Scriptures, as a Scholar, with an Intent to
underftand the Meaning of the Text, and to
find out the Mattcer contained therein; yet un-
lefs he ufes himfelf to read it daily as a pri-
vate Chriftian, with a View to thofe ordinery
prailical Ufcs, which belong to them in com-
mon with the reft of the World, he may fill
his Head with inzelleéfizal Knowledge, without
improving his Fleaif, or becoming a belter

Adain. 1 hope, I thall be excufed the Freedom

if
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if I take Notice that this Remark more parti-
cularly concerns young Clergymen, who by this
Method would acquire a greater Readinefs and
Facility in preaching, and be furnithed with pro-
per Matter. By this Habit the Scripture
ILanguage, which is the moft affecting, would
become natural to them ; and their Difcourfes
would breathe an air of Piezy that would help
more towards the Spiritual Improvement of
their Hearers than the greateft Embellithments
of Compofition. A famihar Acquaintance
with the Bible not only makes the moft prous
Chriftians, but the moft infiruiZive and edifying
Preachers. And if they were to make a
Common Place for themielves, 1t would be of
much more Service to them than the moft ac-
curate one already made to their Hands. Nay,
if every one were to try to make Extrals,
ranged under proper Heads, they would find
their Account 1n 1t. They would read with
more Attention ; their Knowledge would be
more diftin¢t; every thing would be imprinted

the more {trongly on the Mind, and be more
-ready for Ulfe.

D 2 PART
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jfbe Children of this World are 7
their Generation wifer than the

Children of Light.

N my former Difcourfe I obferv’d to you,
I that the Zeading Maxim among wife and
. prudent Men in every Profeffion and Bufinefs
of Life is, to be careful, in the firlt Place, tho-
roughly to underftand their particular Calling
and the Methods of carrying it on to the beft
Advantage ; and, confequently, that if Men
were as wife and prudent in relpelt to Religion
and anotver World, they would be as careful to
ule all the Means, which Providence has put

e
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into their Power, of informing themfelves of
the Nature of their Chriftian Profeffion, and the
Methods of Improvement in Chriftian Perfec-
#7om, 1n order to fecure and encreafe their fyture
Happinefs—And the holy Scriptures being the
great Fountain of Divine Knowledge, the Rule
both of our Fazith and Praéiice, I told you,
(and common Sen{e tells you the fame Thing)
that the firft Point of Heavenly Wifdom is, to
/ be as converfant as we can with the Bib/e, and
to read 1t always with the utmoft Regard and
Attention, as 1t 1s the Word of our God, and
~ the molt excellent and ufeful Book that ever
was publifhd 5 but that fhameful Experience
fhews a moft ftrange Contempt for 1t amongft
fome People and Neglect of it 1n others, who

profefs themfelves Chriffians and Believers of

1ts Divine Infpiration 3 the latter, {eldom look-
g into it ; and the former, reading 1t only

in order to raife Objeétions, and turn it into

Ridicule. The Abufe of fo .ineflimable a Blef-
fing gives us too much Reafon to apprehend
that God, in juift Punifhment of our Ingrati-
tude and Folly, may remove our Candleftick

again from us ; and the prefent State of Europe
looks as if he intended foon to do {o, by {ub- .
jeCting us to the Power of thofe who will lock

up the Scriptures, and not fuffer the Laity to
have the Ufe of them.

But, tho® the Bible be the Rule both of
Faith and Prattice, yet God’s Providence hath
provided other fubordinate Means of Infor-
mation In Chriftian Knowledge. A Rule may
be a very {ufficient one, and yet fome Inftruc-

tion’ may be required in order to know how .

to apply 1t rightly. In the Scripture are con-
“ | rained



-"hl- :.E,
B LY
[ Y

' r

‘ (27 )

tained all the religious Truths which we are
required to believe; but then in order to under-
ftand the true and full Meaning of them fome

- Affiftance may be neceffary, as well as to un-
. derftand the Senfe of any other Author. In-

.deed, as the Scriptures are intended for the
‘Ufe of all Sorts of Capacities, it is reafonable

“:to fuppofe that the Wifldom and Goodnefs of

.+ God has fo adapted it that it fhall be in the
- Power of every Chriftian of common Under-

“ftanding to inform himfielf of every thing that

is neceffary for him to know as a Condition of

- Salvation. But this Point I think has been,

even by the moft able Advocates on the Pro-
teftant {ide, carried too far. For, 1t 1s not
neceflary that all eflential Truths fhould be fo
very plain and obvious to every Capacity as
that every one fhall be able to {ee them

without any Affiflance from others. A Truth
1s {ufficiently plain when it is capable of

~being made fo by any Means that are in

+ ik L]
- - - " -
- - 19 -
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our Power to get; and if God’s Provi-
dence has provided Helps for that Purpofe,
he may as well require us to make ufe of them,
as he can oblige us to the Ufe of our own Un-

* derftandings ; and we may be equally liable to

~ Punifhment for the Neglet of the one, as for
 the Negle€t of the other. — Befides, it is not
. poffible to {ettle a Meafure of Knowledge that
i fhall {uit every one, for different Degrees of

2

5

:

- Chriftian Knowledge are requir’d of different
¢ Perfons according to their different Abilities
. and Opportunities. Though God will not re-

quire any one to know more than he is able to

- attain the Knowledge of, yet he may require

L
b
3

of him as much Chriftian Knowledge as lies
within
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within the Reach of his Capacity 5 and there
is good Reafon why God fbewld require thus
much. When God made a Revelation of his
Nature and Will, 1t was with an Intent that
Men fhould underftand it, becaufe it is no far.
ther a Revelation than it is underffood 5 and, as
the Scriptures were intended for the Ufe of 4/
Mankind, 4// Mankind are oblig’d to under-
ftand them as well as their Condition will per-
mit them to do.

But, there 1s a farther Reafon why it ngﬂl
be the Will of God that arLL Chriftians thould

ftudy the Scriptures as much as they can, con.
fiftently with their Circumftances; and this
Reafon 1s taken from the Ewnd and Defign of
publithing them. They are intended for the
Good of Mankind; and can that Intention be
anfwered any other way than by enlightening
our Minds with the Knowledge of fuch things
as are therein contained ? From whence it fol-
lows undeniably and obvioufly that the more

our Minds are enlightened by them —, 7. &

the more we know of them, the more effec-
tually 1s the Intention of their Publication an-
fwered, becaufe Mankind are thereby the

more edificd and improved — As for Inftance, .
take any dofirinal Point, any Article of our

Faith, the more fully any one underftands 1t -

and the more clearly he fces the Meaning of

thofe Texts which prove the Truth of it and .

the more comprehenfive View he has of the.

practical Ufes that may be drawn from it, the
more firmly he will believe it, and his Belief .
of it will the better anfwer the Ends of his ™

Faith ~ Thus, as to praflical Matters. Can

you deny that every one will be the better cna: E
F ble _ L
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Bled to difcharge his Duty punctually and faiths
zll the better he underftands the Nature
Extent of the feveral Precepts in the Bible
which contains them? And 1if you admit This
‘fo be true, which it is impoffible for you to
Feject, is not the Coni'equcnce as clear as the
un 3 viz. That every one is as much oblig’d
o ufe all poffible Means rightly and fully to
derftand thofe praffical Parts of Scripture,
he is oblig’d to do his Duty ? — So, like-
%1&:, it is with Regard to the Motives which
God in his holy Word offers to Mankind for
the Inforcement of his Commands, the Re-
wards and Punifhments annex’d to the Obfer-
vance or Non-Obfervance of them, their In-
fluence upon our Praétice will be in Propor-
tion to the Clearnefs and Fulnefs of our Con-
ception of their Nature; and the better we
underftand thofe Paflages of Scripture where
they are reveal’d to us, the clearer and fuller
Conception we fhall have of them; and the
- oftener we read them, and meditate on them,
.the more ftrongly we fhall imprint them on
gbour Minds.
4*

“‘:’ I hope I have convinc®’d you that Ary

bnﬁzam are oblig’d to ftudy the Scriptures
d.? much, and to underftand them as wel/, as
éthelr feveral Capacities and Opportunities will
,.Ladmlt of. But it is impoflible to determine
CX’I&ly how much Time every one 1s oblig’d
;to {fpend in this divine Search, and ‘what De-
*‘gree of Knowledge of this Kind evVEry one is
%oblig’d to acqulre, becaufe the feveral Capaci-
Sties and Opportunities of Information cannot
ﬁbe {o minutely fettled. However, I thall give

§ E. you
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you fome general Rules, that, by God’s Grace
concurring with an honeft Attention, may be 2

Direction to your Conicience in this weighty
Affair.

1. Firft of all, then, I think it the Duty of
every one who profeffes to believe the Scrzp-
tures to be the Word of God, attentively to
to read fome Portion of them every Sunday at
leaft, becaufe fecular Bufinefs being abfolutely
forbid on that Day, no Man can plead his
Employment, or common Diverfions in Ex-
cufe for not attending upon God and the Bu-
finefs of Religion, at a Time which is by God
himfelf devoted to thofe Purpofes. And it
the Sunday ¢ fet apart for the Honour of God,
and religious Ufes, furely fome Part of it ought
to be employ’d in confulting his boly IWerd,
which contains his #7// to his Creatures, 7. e.
every Thing that is neceflary for us to know
and practice in order to obtain his Favour and
fecure to our {elves Eternal Life. Thisis Part
of the Homage which is due to God, and a
areat Means of forwarding thofe rcllgtous Con-
cerns for which the Sunday was feparated from
ordinary. Ulfes ; and therefore no Man who pre-
tends to any Religion, and believes the Dzvine
Authority of his Bible, can, confiftently with
fuch Beitef, {pend that whole Day without
reading fome Part of the Bible, the reading of
which naturally makes up a Part of the Duty

of the Day.

2. But, as the frequent reading the holy - *

Scriptures 1s {o neceffary a Means of Improve- i

ment in Chriflian Knowledge and Chriftion
Per- .-
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Perfetion, T would recommend it as a general
Rule, to every one who can find Time to do
it, to read fome Portion of them every Day of
their Lives, if it were only one fingle Chapter
-and I will venture to fay, there are very few
but might find Time, when they are at bome,
~%mc—: than enough for the reading fo fmall a
Partc. Do but recolleét your felves, and I
im futisfied, moft of you may remember ma-
4y litele Intervals of Leifure from neceffary
Bufinefs, either in the Morning, or at Noon,
or in the Evening, which you might and would
have employ’d in the Search after Divine
Knowledge, if you had been as Intent upon
underftanding your Refigion and knowing your
Dty to God, as you are to underftand and im-
prove your Trade, or to enjoy your Diverfions.
And, believe me, you cannot, withour Expe-
rience, concesve what an Effedt this regular
Habit of converfing with the Word of God
would have towards keeping up an babitual
Benfe of God in your Thoughts; for, how
tan we poflibly forges him while we are fo con-
lil'tantly hearing hin {peak to us ? This great
7Advantage you would certainly reap from i,
befides the many others which I have men-
f;:ticm’d already.

= Before I quit this Head I fhall take Notice
3;5:bf a moft fhameful Praltice which 1s in Ulfe
An this Place. Shopkeepers fend out Goods in
“Pieces of an old Bible. What an infamoufly
L_;gprophane Ufe 1s this of the moft Sacred Thing
4n the World ! What a daring Indignity to
gbthe Divine Author of it! Would any ferious
?Cbriﬂz'aﬂ walh his Hands in the Water confe-

It 2 crated
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crated for Baptifm 2 Haw then can he think"
his Bible, the Word of God, the Word of Eter-
nal Life, a proper Vehicle for Coffee and 7o-
bacco ¢ Whenever a Bible becomes too imper-
fect for its proper Ule, it thould be decently
deftroy’d ; as the Water, us’d in Bapzifn, is
direfted to be thrown away that it may not be
put to any common Ule. Since 1 preack’d my
Sermon 1 have been inform’d that {onie, who
are guilty of this monftrous Piece of Impiety,
have made a Jeit of 1t. Of zbefe I can only
fay, that they are as deftitute of comman Senfe
and Modefty, as they are of Religion. To them
I can fay. nothing that will avail any thing.
But, I hope, their Cuflomers will ufe a more
fuccefsful Argument, by not dealing with them
while they openly affront their AMaker, and
prophane his Sacred #prd. 1 am credibly in-
form’d that the Tarks pay fo religious a Re-
gard to the Alcoran, as believing it to be the
Word of God, that if any one finds a Piece
of it, the Government will not {fuffer him fo
much as to dgffroy ir, but obliges him to pafte
it up in fome Part of his Houfe; where by
being read it may be of Ufe. But if any one
were deteCted there in putting it to fuch com-
mon and vulgar Ufes as are made of the Bible in
thefe Kingdoms, we may be {ure, he would be
punifh’d 1n the fevere? manner. But bere the
vileft Abufe and Prophanation of it not only
woes unpuniff’d, but unobferv’d; not only with- - -
out railing the bigheft Indigration, but with-
out giving the leaf Offence. But let us be
fhamed into an external (for there is no fuch
Thing in reality as feparating them) as weli
as an nternal Efteem for God’s Word, by the

* Practice
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Practice of thefe Turks; and let every one of us,
in our private Capacities, difcountenance every
kindof Indignity offered to it,by all the Difplea-
fure that we can exprefs,or fhew by our Bebaviur.
f 3. Well but, there 1s fomething more than
all this required of you, in order to the Know-
.-jedge. and Practice of your Duty You muit
)iuot only be conftant and frequent in reading
ghe Scriptures, which moft undoubtedly con-
tain in them every thing relating to Religion
‘that is neceflury for you to know, but you mift
pfe all pofiible Helps towards a beiter under-
fanding them, and a more thorough Kiow-
ledge of the Doltrines and Duties that are
t_thcrcin contained 3 and, therefore, I fhall now
proceed to confider what Helps and Affiftances
the Providence of God has provided for you.
s As there 1s an Order of Men fet apart for
thele Purpofes; to inftruét, to exhort, to ad-
monifh and to reprove you; it is both your
Duty and Intereft to attend to their Inftruc-
itions and Exhortations from the Pulpit ; to
f%hearken to therr Admonitions and Reproofs ;

-jand privately to advife with them in Cafes of
“sDoubt and Difficulty,

i 1fay, firft, it is the indifpenfable Duty of eve-
sy Chriftian conftantly to attend upon thofe
“.Sermons which, by the Appointment of God,
- ¢are dehivered from the Pulpit 5 for no body, that
72 thinks at all, can imagine that God has provid-
“‘ ed an Order of Men to read Le&ures in Divi-
2 nity and Morality to the #alls and Seats. If

.
% 1t be the Duty of the Clesgy conftantly to preach,

it
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it muft be the Duty of the People to go as
conftantly to bear them; unleis you will fup.
pole that infinite Wifdom has done fo weak
and idle a Thing as to provide fuch publick
Lectures to no manner of Purpofe ; and of
what Ulfe can they be if they are not atrend-
ed 2 The wery Appointment, therefore, of this
Method of publick Inftruétion implies an #wi-
verfal Obligation upon Cbhrifizans to give
their Attendance, there being no Exception
made in favour of any that may be conceited
enough to fancy that they ftand in no need
of Inftruction, or becaufe they can read a
Sermon at home. Neither was 1t confiftent
with the Defign of fuch an Appointment to
exempt any from the general Obligation, be-
caufe that would naturally have made it ufe-
lefs, unlefs to thofe illiterate People who can-
not read; and it 1s a great Chance but many
of them, too, thro® I[gnorance, the Mother of
Jelf-conceit, would be as forward, as the moft
knowing, to defpife Inftrution. But, as I
faid, the Providence of God has thoughr fit
to appoint publick Preaching, and, I pre-
fume, it will be allowed that he is a much
better Judge what Mecthod of Inftrution s
fitteft for you; and as he is a better Fudge of * -
the fittet Means, fo he has Authority to pre- "+
{cribe .to you fuch Means as his unlimited
Wifdom tbinks fitteft for you. As we are
authorized by a Divine Commiffion to teach
you in the beft manner that we can, 1t is
the Duty of all thofe who are committed to

our Care to come and hearus. FIor, tho’l '

am very f{enfible that the People might often

read a- much more elaborate Difcourfe in pri-
vale, -
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vate, yet That will not juftify the Neglect of
a- publick and pofitive Inftitution 5 neither have
you reafon to expe&t fo much real Benefit, in
the way of true Chriflian Edification, (tho’
you may receive more erleriainment ) from the
moft admirable Difcourfe that ever was com-
poled, if you read it at a ‘Time when God has
commanded your Attendance at Church, as
you may realonably hope for when you bear
gut an ordinary Sermon with an honeft Mind
and in Obedience to his Direttions. For,
however we may be pleafed, oraffected with
a fine Compolfition, 1t 1s an undeniable Doc-
trine of Chriftianity that the Grace of God is
neceflary to a profitable reading or hearing ;
and pray, now, who has the moft Reafon to
expect God’s Grace to give a Blefling to what
he reads, or hears ? The humble modeft Man
who is willing to be inftruéted in the man-
ner which God has appointed, or the felf-
conceited and refratory who think them-
{elves wifer than their Maker, and refufe to
be governed by his Laws ?

.. But, bgfides that we have Reafon to believe
that God by his Grace will give an extraor-
:dinary Bleffing to thofe publick Inftructions
“which you attend at Ais Comunand, and in bis
}?{ouﬁ’, the Place where bis Honour dwelleth
Wl fay, befides this great Advantage, arifing in
a fuper-natural way, if we confider them only
An their ordinary Operations they may be made
‘more profitable to the Hearers than much
;;;bettcr Difcourfes rezd in the Clofer; and that
for thefe plain Reafons.

|
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I. When People read Difcourfes in their
Clofet they take care to read fuch as are moit
agrecallle to their fuclinations and Tafte, rather
than what are beft fuited to their Spiritual
Wants; fuch as pleafe them moft, rather than
fuch as will do them moff Good. — In the firft
Place, Men are generally ignorant of their
Spiritual State and Condition thro® felf-love,
and for want of having attended to 1t; and
are not proper Judges what Doétrines are
moft proper for their Cafe, what Sins they
are moft guilty of, what Errors are moft pre-
dominant among them ; and, confequently,
in the Choice of thofe Subjects which they
read upon in private, they may mifs thofe

which are fizteft for them.

II. Or, if they were better Judges, than Peo-
ple generally are, of themfelves, they would
not be likely to be fond of fuch Difcourfes as
upbraid them with their Errors and Vices,
put them out of Love with themfelves, and fet
them upon the painful Tafk of parting with
favourite Oyiinions, and darling Habits. Pro-
pbecy unto us finooth Things, prophecy Deceits,
This 1s the fort of Preaching that is moft ac-
ceptable in oxr Days, as 1t was in former
Times; and when Men are to chufe their
own Dollrine, the Palate, and not the Conufli-
tution, will be ofteneft confultred.

II1. But,if we fuppofc Men ever fo juft to
themielves in the Choice of their Subjel?s, it
1s next to impoflibic that Difcourfes, -1ntended

for gencral Ufe, fhould in aLL Refpects be fo
well
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well fitted to the Condition of a particular
Congregation, as Sermons from the Pulpit
may be. For, if the Preacher be a Perfon
of Experience and Sagacity, he will find
out the ZErrors, the Faults, the Tempers
and Difpofitions of his Congregation; and
will ftudy how to adapt his Master and
Manner to them ; and by {fo doing he will
often preach Sermons that will be more
ufeful to themr than many others would
be, that are written with more Accuracy
and Elegancy by a better Compofer.

IV. Then, again, Sermons delivered have
this particular and confiderable Advantage
over Sermons 1n print, that if the Preacher
underftands any thing of Elocution, he will
make his Hearers more attentive than com-
mon Readers are, and point out to them
the Strefs and Force of the Argument by a
proper Emphafis 3 and 1f he has any Inergy
in his Conftitution, any f{incere Concern In
his Heart for the Honour of Religion and
the Welfare of his People, he will {peak,
where the Cafe requires it, with an affec-
tionate Warmth and Tendernefs that will
inforce what he {ays upon the Pqffions of his
‘Audience,

V. The laft Circumftance which I fhall
mention on this Head, 1s, the Effet which
perfonal Knowledge and Efteem will have
in giving a particular Influence to Inftruc-
tions from the Pulpit; and 1 fhall efteem
it as a fingular Happinefs to myfelf, if

‘my fincere Affection for you and Intention
b b to
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to promote your eternal Welfare can give
my Inftruétions any Advantage in your Opi-
nion to make amends for their own De-

felts.

There is one Particular more under this
Head which I fhall mention, tho’ in itfelf,
it be too trifling to deferve Notice. Some
think themf{elves quite excufeable if they go
to Church one part of the Day, obferving,
that one Sermon in @ Day is as much as they

can carry away. But let me afk them one
" Queftion. — Will they carry away a Sylla-
ble the lefs of one Sermon by the Means
of hearing another, Not a jot, I dare fay.
And if {fo, then I muft tell them, that they
may hear {everal Things 1n the fecond Ser-
mon that may be of Service to them.

But granting the Objeétion to have {ome-
thing 1n it. What can they {ay to the
Neglelt of publick Prayer 2 Surely they do
not think that #zwice 1n a Day is tco often
tor the publick worfhipping of that God who
1s every Moment of our Lives our Support,
to whom we owe every thing that we enjoy,
and from whom alone we muft receive every
Thing that we hope for.

I thought it might be of Ufe to fhew
you the particular Ufefulnefs of thefe pui-
lick Inftruttions, 1n order to remove an Ob-
jection that is. often made againft the Ne-
ceflity of going to Church, and ta induce
you to attend them with the more Cheerful-
nefs and Candour 3 but the pofitive Inftitution,

with
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with the Grace of God attending it, is, z-
lone, a {ufficient An{wer to all Pretences
whatfoever refpe€ting the Capacities either
of the Hearer, or the Preacher.

But the Clergy may be farther ufeful to the
People by private, as well as publick Inftruction,
and it is the Duty of the People to apply to
them for it. It i1s impofiible for a Sermon to
defcend to the particular and minute Circum-
ftances of every particular Perfon, though it
may be adapted to the Congregation in ge-
neral. Sincerely confcientious Perfons will
often be 1in doubt concerning Points of Du-
ty ; and where Men are fo conftantly at per-
fect Eafe in their Mind about the Difcharge
of 1t, never diftruftful of their own Judg-
ment, never advifing with fome difcreet
Friend in order to have their own Opinion
confirm’d, or confuted, this is a certain Sign
of great Ignorance, or Infenfibility and Uncons _
cernednefs about Religion. I fhall inftance, ~
particularly, in one Cafe, becaufe it 1s a
common one. Men who frequent all the
other Parts of Chriftian Worfhip, fhall live
for Years together, 1t not for their whole Lives,
without ever partaking of the Lord’s Supper,
or ever advifing with any body about it.
Now, can there be a more flagrant Fact, than
this, to thew how much the Children ‘of this
World are in their Generation wifer than the
Children of Light? The former, if they be
Perfons of any Share of Diftretion, are for-
ward enough to confult Phyficians and Law-
yers, and will give monflrous Fees to retatn
one of fingular Eminence 1n Cafes that

I 2 | Afleét
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Affeét their Life and Property, while the Zas-
zer, in a Matter of much more Importance,
never concern themfelves to take any Ad-
vice at all, though they might have it with-

out any Expence.

Perhaps they will reply, that they want
no Advice, becaufe they {ufficiently under-
ftand their Duty in this Cafe.

If it were {o, it would be fo much the
worfe, becaufe tbhe Servamt who knows bis
Mafter’s Will, and does it not, fhall be beaten
with many Stripes.—But, they are as ignorant
of their own Hearts, as they are of the Na-
ture of this Duty. Their Cafe, indeed, is
bad enough, becaufe they live habitually in
a criminal Ignorance, as every one does who
habitually negleéts the Means of better In-
formation 3 but Charity and common Senfe
oblige me to think that they do not live in
the Habit of {uch a prefumptuous Offcnce as
that of Awowingly and wilfully neglelting an
indifpenfable Command of God.— No Man
can be fo ignorant of the Chriftian Terins of
Salvation as not to know that fuch a one !
lives in a State of Damnation.— This is a !
dreadful Word, but it 1s'a true one.—Burt the
People of whom I am now fpeaking fhew
(by the Regard which they pay to other Parts
of their Duty,) that they are not in fuch a
bardened Condition. And, therefore, what-
ever they think of themfelves, I can affuse
them that they entertain fome miftaken No-
tions concerning the Duty of receiving the
Sacrament, the Qualifications for a duz Re-

ception
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ception of it, or the particular Obligations
which they 1magine that the receiving it
will lay them under ; and it highly concerns
them to refify their miftuken Opinions s
for, an obftinate Perfeverance in the Neglect
‘of acquiring proper Information, after {uffi-
cient Warning given, will bring them into

the defperate Condition of prefuinptuous Sin-
ners.

)
There are various Cafes, even in the rela-

‘tive Duties, where private Advice may be
‘wanting in order to diret the Confcience
aright 3 and the Reafon why it i1s not oftener
afked mu/t be, the want of a tender and quick
Senfe of Duty, which would naturally make
Men more difident and inquifitive. You
know, by Experience, that an anxious Con-
cern for your worldly Intereft produces that
Effet, and {o 1t would in Religion, if you

were equally {ollicitous about your Eternal
Salvation.

The Providence of God has been graci-
oufly pleafed to blefs thefe Nations to
which we belong with ftill farther Means
of Information, befides the Inflruéions
which they may (if they be wife) receive
publickly at Church, and privately at Fome
from the Clergy ; and as every Man is in-
difpenfably required to ufe all pofiible
Helps towards the Knowledge of God and
his Duty, you are all obliged, a5 far as
your Capacities and Conditions in Life will

permit, to make ufe of thofe which I am
going to mention.

It
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It cannot be made a Queftion, whether
written Difcourfes may not be of {ome Ufe
towards a better and more profitable read-
ing the Scriptures, a more thorough Know-
ledge of the Chriffian Doltrines, and a more
faithful Difcharge of your Duty, i. e. for
the better informing the Judgment, direc-
tion of the Conduét, and influencing the Wall.
Now, as you not only crjoy the Blefling of
having the free Ufe of the Scriptures, which
in Popifh Countries the Lasty are deprived
of, fo there is no Nation in the Chriftian
‘World that abounds with fuch Variety of
excellent Comments and Paraphbrafes upon the
Scriptures, admirable Sermons, and Difcourfes
upon all Points of Doétrine and Duty, and"
lefler Treatifes calculated for the lower Sort
of Pcople, at fuch an eafly Price that moft
of you may be able to purchafe them ; and,
whoever has a fincere Defire after Chriffian
Knowledge, and a fincere Intention of im:
proving in Chriftian Perfe&tion, (as every
good Chriftian muft have) if he can afford
1t, he will moft certainly furnith himfeli
with fome Books of that Kind, fuch as are
fuited to his Capacity ; and will read them -
as often as he can find Leifure from the
other Duties of Life. I only afk any one,
. whether, 1f thefe Books were written for
. the Direltion of Mankind in the Profecu-
' tion of their Trades and getting Money, ot
" any other worldly or fernfital Good, you would
not ftrive- hard, abridge your felves of ma-
ny other Expences, rather than not purchafe

fome
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fome of them ;3 and whether you would not
be curious to inform your felves which of
them would beft fuit your Purpofes; and if
you did not, whether you would be allowed
‘to have any tolerable Share of Wifdom in
your Way. This, I fay, is the Conduét of
all worldly wife People, and but of very
few in comparifon, 1n their Religions Af-
fairs.

"1 believe the Clergy are but rarely, I am
fure, I {carce ever was, confulted on this Oc-
‘cafion. Yet, fuch Directions might often be
of great Ufe and would frequently be de-

ﬁred if Men were as religioufly, as they are
warln’fy wife.

As to thofe who are not able to purchafe
any Books, tho’ of the loweft Price, I am
forry that 1t 1s not as much in my Power,
‘asitis in my Inclination, to fupply them ac
‘my own Lxpence. Itisa very greac Mif-
“fortune that, in large Towns, all over the
“’f*Kmo*dom, the Great Tythe being alicnated,
thc Vicar's Income from  his meg will not
ienable him to do thofe Things, for the In-
“tereft of Religion and the Salvation of his
r:trPet:)ple, Wthh are more wanted 1n thofe

%populous Places than in {maller Villages
swhere the Minifter’s Revenue is larger.

But this Subjeét I intend foon to take a
much properer Occafion to inlarge upon.
JAL prefent, 1 mention 1t only by way of
]Zxcufe for my {elf, and as a reafonable Pre-
gtence for applying to fuch of you as canf af;l
A or
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ford fomething towards a Fund for pions and
charitable Purpofes. Tho’ I cannot do all,
I will do as much as any one, in propor-
tion to my Ability. What I propofe is, that
we may gradually fupply the poorer Fami-
lies, where there 1s any one that can read,
with Bidles and Cominon Prayer Books ; with
litcle Treatifes upon the Catechifin, the Sa-
crament, or any other Subject that the Place
may be thought more particularly to require.
I {aid, gmduaily I would not difcourage
you by propofing to do too much at a time.
The Bible 1s the moft neceflary Thing, and
ought to take Place of all others in our Re-
gard, as much as it does 1 1ts Ufes. And, if

every one, who pays to the Rates, would give *

the {malleft matter towards 1t, In proportion

to his Station and Circumftances ; or, if only
thofe of the middle, and upper Rank would
contribute ; it could not be long before this
Part of my Scheme might be accomplifhed.
And, give me Leave to > tell you, that if you

confider your immenfe Obligations to Gop, .

for all the Bleflings that you either enjoy,

or expect, here, or hereafter, you will glad-
ly do any thing, in your Power, to pro- .

mote his Honour. Or, 1if you have any -

compaffionate Senfe of the Xants of your

Fellow Chriftians, you will think the Supp]y

1

of their Spiritual Wants the greateft In-
{ftance of 1t, that can be fhewn towards .'

them. And, tho® I am very unwilling to .
{uppofe tha.l: any Confiderations refpe&mg
your Zemporal Intereft fhould weigh with ;

you when the other more momentous ones

JE
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prove light in the Balance, 1 cannot for-
ar making another plain Obfervation. ‘—
he proper Behaviour of thele lower Sert
-of People in their mean Station 1s of great
“Confequence to the good Order, Peace,
“and Comfort of the Society where they in-
“habit. And, therefore, by inftilling Princi-
ples of Religion into them, and giving them
a Senfe of Duty, you are providing for
your own Quiet and Securily.

That I may give you all manner of En-
couragement to come into my Propofal, I
muit inform you of one Circumitance which
makes it the more eafly to be put in Exe-
cution. There is an iucorporated Society, for
propagating Chriftian Knowledge, which {ells,
to their Members, fuch Books as are proper
to be circulated 1 Parifhes at half Price;
and, as I have the Honour of being one
~of that Body, by that Means whatever you
contribute to the Purpofes above mentioned,
will go twice as far as, otherwife, ‘it would
#do — and this Advantage the Vicar of any
‘other Market Town, by getting himfelf re-
-tommendéd to a Place in that Society, might
;obtain for the Good of his Parifthioners —
~and, farther, I muft obferve, that round ZLon-
Cdon, efpecially, they might apply to fome of
the neighbouring Gentlemen for their Af-
~fiftance, — If fuch Methods as thefe were
#nade ufe of, (and what fhould prevent it,
%g‘ut'want of true Chriftian Zeal, and true
:Chriftian Charity 2) there would foon be a
¥aft Change made in the Morals of the Na-
4011,
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~ That the Defigns of the Society ‘may be the
better known, and anfwered, I fhall {ubjoin

to my Sermon their printed Account of it.

Now to God the Father, &c. Amen,
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H E Society for Promoting Chriftianr
Knowledge having been many Years
engaged in carrying on fuch Defigns as they
judged might promote the Interefts of true
Religion, and the Honour of Almighty
G O D, and which by his Blefling have 1n z
great Meafure an{wer’d thofe Ends; but
finding that fuch their Defigns are not fo
generally known as they could wifh, and
confequently not {o much encouraged as they
prefume they would be when further known ;
they therefore publifth this Account of them :
and have alfo refolved to communicate to
the Publick, from year to year, their Pro-
ceedings, and the State of their Affairs.
¢ The Society confift partly of Subferibing
or Refiding, and partly of Correfponding Mem-
bers. The former give their Advice and At-
tendance, with fuch certain Annual Contri-
butions as every one thinks proper: The
latter are fuch Perfons in Great Britain and
Ireland, and other Proteftant Countries, as

are chofen to correfpond with the Society,
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¢ on purpofe to acquaint them, from time to

tlme, with the State of Religion in. their
Ne:ghbourhood to {uggeft fuch Methods
° of doing Good as occur to them ; to diftri-
° bute Bibles, with fuch Rellglous as well as

“ ufeful Bobks, as are from time to' time ap-

prov’d of, - and réconiménded by the Society,
and to remit occafional Benefaéhons, which
they themfelves are pleafed to contribute, or
colleﬂ: froh well-difpofed Chriftiahs.

¢ But for the better underftanding the Na-
ture and Defigns of this Sociery, it is thought
. Eonveniiéht £0 premife a fhort Narrative of
its Rife and Progrefs. — It was about the
latter End of the Year 1698,that a few Géi -
tlemen form’d themfielves into a Poluntary
Socicty, under the Title above-mention’d :
and as fuch they, with Unanimity and Zeal,

went on together in promoting the real and
practical Knowledge of tfue Religion, by
{uch Methods as appear’d to them, from time
to time, to be moit conducive to that End,
till towards the Conclufion of the Year 15013
when, at their Inftance; a Charter was ob-

tained from King WirrLram III. whereby

all the then Subfcribing Members of this So-
ciety, with other Perfons of Diftinction in
Church and State, were Incorporated for thé
better carrying on that Branch of their De:-
figns which related to the Planiations, Colo-
nies, and Facdlories beyond the Seas, belonging

¢ to the Kingdom of England; from which time

that. excellent Work 1 has, by the Divine Blef:

{ing been very fuccefsfully conducted by tmr
Corporation. -

¢ But theit Charter being -limited to foreigs

Pnrt.r, and. the BUﬁneﬁ of that: Corporatmn
¢ being
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* peing hitherto confin’d to the Britith Planta- The Incorpo-
¢ tions in America ; moft of the Original qu-—.-.g:tii ?:Ef;ﬁ
‘. bers of our Poluntary Society, {’ciﬁ continued ¢ the Britifb
‘o carry on, in that Capacity, their more Plansations,
‘textenfive Defigns for advancing the Honour thé Original -

“wof GOD,; and the Good of Mankind by. f{,‘ﬂ;"’;’f%
‘“promoting Chriftian Knowledge, both - at funtarySocicsy.
¢.Home and in other Parts of the World, by.

¢.the beft Methods that fhould offer. They
‘..are-therefore a Society diftinét from the Cor-

¢ poration, and known by the Name of zbe So-

‘vtiety for Promoting Chrifiian Knowledge. |

. ¢ Their Principal Methods were the fame

.as they had been before. The FirsT, to

¢ procure and encourage the ereting of CHA- Charity-
¢ RITY-ScHooLs, in all Parts of the King- Schools
¢ dom; and that thofe Schools might anfwer crected.
¢ the true Purpofes for which they were erect-

¢ ed, the Society has not been wanting in theis “
¢ .Correfpondernice with fuch of their Members,

¢ i(as have been concern’d 1n their Support and

¢» Management) to recommend at all Times,
%ithat, together with Relgious and Ulfeful
¢Inftructions, Care fhould be taken, and all
¢yproper Means ufed to inure the Children of

$cthe Poor to Indufiry and Labour, {o that
$ythey may become good Chriftians and good
%:Subjects : and be willing, as well as fit to be
‘*jemployed, not only in Trades or Services,

¢ but alfo in Hufbandry or any other Bufinefs,

S that fhall be thought of moft Ufe and Bene-

& fit to the Publick. With thefe Views the

# Socicty printed and difperfed fuch a Set of

1% Ruleg for the good Order and Government

‘% of thefe Schools, as had been approv’d of

% by the Archbifhops and Bifhops, who direé:ti:-

h"'i . ! ¢ ed,

(§
+
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(50
ed, that the fame (hould be obferved within
thelr refpe&we Diocefes.
¢ Another Method was to difperfe, 'both a
Home and Abroad, -Bibles, Prayer-Books,
and -divers forts of Religious Tralts; and
accordingly they have, by the Affiftance of
their Members, dlfpers’d feveral Hundred
Thoufands of them, in fuch manner and in
fuch Places, as they-have reafon to hope has
tended to the great Increafe of the Know.
ledge and Praétice of our Holy Religion.
‘Thefe Books and Traéts, are to be had by
their own Mémbers on' the following Terms:
Such as are Bound, at the prime Coft in
Sheets ; what are no't ‘Bound, at half the
primé Coft ; the Sociery defraying the Ekx-
pence of the other Half, as alfo that of
Binding, in the former Afrticle, out of their
own Fund.
¢ Thefe are the General Defigns of thIS So-
ciety : and tho’ their certain Income towards
fupporting them be but {mall, yet they hawe
hitherto been enabled by'their own Annual
Subfcriptions, and the Legacies or other ca-
fual Benefations of well< -difpofed Perfons,
to raife a Fund fufficient to carry them onl
fuccefsfuily from year to year, at a very con-
fiderable Expence : and they ftill truft to the
Bleffing of GOD, and the Zeal of their Mem-
bers, that fuch good Works fhall never fail
to profptr in their Hands, for want of Li-
beral Supplies from Charitable Chriltians. -
¢ Befide thele General Defigns, the Sociely,
undertook in the Year 1710, the Manage-

“ment of fuch Charities as were, or fthould be!

put into their Hands, for the Support and
¢ En
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? ‘Enlargement of the ProTEsTANT Mis-
¢.s1oN, then maintained by the King of Den-
‘;,—mar!e at Tranquebar 1n the EAST-INDI'ES,
¢. for the Converfion of the Heathen in thofe
Parts. Accordingly they, from time to time,
# affifted the Miffionaries there with Money, a
& Printing-Prefs, Paper, and other Neceffa-
5 ries (as they were enabled) till the Year
$; 1928, when, upon a Propofal made by the
& Reverend Mr. Schulize, one of the Danifb
£ Miflionaries, to remove to Fort St. George,
‘g and there begin a new Miffion, for the Con-
$ verfion of the Heathen at Madras, the So-
5 ciety engaged for the Support of the fame,
% tho? at an ]:,xpence that did then far exceed
¢ their Ability, trufting to the Goodnefs and
¢ Blefling of Almighty GOD: which Ex-
* pence has been fince greatly increafed by
& the Addition of two Miflionaries 3 and will
* be more by fuch extraordinary Charges, as
H muft neceffarily attend the Enlargement of
# the Miffion to Cudulore near Fort St. David,
(another Englifb Settlement) which has been
. fince made by the Society. However the So-
# ciety chearfully rely upon the fame Wife and
# Gracious Providence, which has hithertowon-
# derfully profperedthis, andall other their Un-
# dertakings, to raife up fuch a true Chriftian
# Spirit, as willabundantly fupply whatever Mo-
# ney fhall be wanting to carry on {o Pious and
# Glorious a Deﬁgn, as thatof enlarging the
® Kingdom of Fefus Chrift upon Earth.
4 ¢ In the Year 1720, the Society extended
% their Regard to the Greek Church in Pa-
o lefline, Syria, Mefopotamia, Arabia, and E-
% ypt.  To this End they publithed Plopoi;fds
or

Proteftant
Miflion to
Eafl- India,
atlranquebar.

At Mm-’rm.

At Cudulosre,
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for Printing here, with a new Set of TypcS
the New Teftament, and Plalter, in Arabick :
and were enabled, by the Blefling of God,
on the Recommendation of the Bithops,
jotned to the Charity and Zeal of their own
Members, to procure an Edition of above
6000 Pfalters, and 10000 - New Teflaments,
as al{o of 5000 Catechetical Infiruttions, with
an Abridgment of the Hiffory of the Bible an-
nexed ;3 at fo large an Expence as the Sum
of 2956 /. 1 5. 64d. %. to which His late Ma.
jefty was a bountiful Contributor, by a gra.

“irabics. ¢ cious Benefatien of Fivé Hundred Pownds,

. &
y 4
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172z,
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cd.
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5638 Phlters, 2652 New Teftaments, and
2190 Cuatechetical Inftrutiions, with the A4
bridgment aforefaid, have been already fent
to thofe Parts ; or into Perfiz, by means of
their Correfpondents in Ruftla, which were
moft thankfully received ; and the reft are
referved to be fent as Occafion fhall offer.
¢ The Society having had the Pleafure to
fee the Succefs of the Kndeavours afed m
many Towns and Villages, for employing
the Poor and-their Children, by fetting up
WorKHOUSES; they (that nothing might
be wanting to encourage the Profecution of fo
ufeful 2 -Defign) did in the Year 142 5, caufe
a Colle&ion of the beft Accounts of {fuch
Work-boufes to be publithed s which was re-
printed,  with very large Additions, 1n 1733,
and is now difperfed upon the ufual Terms
of the Society, in order to recommend fo
good a Defign throughout the Kingdom : and
that in them particular Regard thotild be had
to fuch an Education of Children, asmight,
by making them goeod- Chriftians, be thE
¢ mo
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. xhoﬂ: effe@tual Means to make them ufeful to

¢ ‘their Country, truly happy in the Life that

¢ flow is, and in that which is to come.

Jj In the Beginning of the Year 1732. the 1732

oc1ety, when they heard the melancholy Ac-

@ount of the Sufferings of the Proteftants in [

altzbzzrg, (having firft obtained His Ma- Exﬂﬁsn;f_,

jefty’s Leave) refolved upon doing all that lay lieved.

i their Power to raife Colletions for their

“perfecuted Brethren, To this End, in Fune

e fame Year, theypublithed, 4 Account of

e Sufferings of the perfecuted Proteftantsin the

“Wrchbifboprickof Saltzburg, &c.and afterwards

“publifthed A farther Account of their Sufferings,

c. with an ExizraéZ of the Fournals of M. Von

eck, thé Commiffary of the firft Tranfport of ..-
Saltzburgers to Georga ; and of the Minifters

“’é tbat accompanied them tbz:ber, 1733. Thefe -

;,@unm being enforced by the generous Exam-

‘E"T e of many Noble and Honourable Perfons,

€5 alfo by liberal Contributions, and eatnefk

Exhortations from the Right Reverend the

- 1ﬂ10ps, and their Clergy ; had, thro’ Gop’s

Blefling, fo goodan Effect upon the Mindsof

7o aritableand well- -difpofed Chriftians ofevery

w"l‘-" ank and Denomination, that the Society (be-

2fldes making many large Remittances to Ger-

f* wany) bave been enabled to fend over to the

ngl{//: Colony in Georgia, in the Years 1733,

%724, and 1735, three Tranfports, confifting

v{. f more than one hundredand fifty Protéftant
;"? migrants from Saltzburg ; whq withtwo Mii-

et fonaries and a School-Mafter, are fettled by

Sshcmiclves at Ebenezér where Lands are af-

gned to them by the Truftees for eftablifh-

g the faid Colony.

H. ¢ The
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¢.'The great Expenceof thefe Tranfports, a
¢ the many extraordinary Charges that have be
neceffary for the Support and Encourageme
of this infant Settlement ; together with 10c
a Year as a Salary for their two Miffionar:
and Schoolmatfter, have fo far reduced theCt
rities belonging to this Branch of the Societ;
Defigns, that they have riot now remaining:
their Hands above the Sum of 50/ gs.3:
excepting 2500 /. New South-Sea Annuiti
which have been purchafed as a ftanding FU:E
for paying the aforefaid annual Salary to
Miflionaries and Schoolmafter, till fome c
tain and fettled Provifion can be made f
¢ them in Georgia. But for Particulars the§
¢« ciety refer themfielves to their Books of RL
< ceipts and Difburfements on this Accou
¢ which may be infpefted gratis by any Perl
¢ calling on their Secretary, at their Houle
¢ Bartlet’s Buildingss; London 5 of which, two kt
¢ tralts have been already publithed, and !
¢ perfed among the Benefactors to this excelld
¢ Charity, with the Thanks of the Society,
¢ their Prayers that Gop would eternally rcwa'i
¢ fo greatand feafonable an Inftance of Chrift:
¢« Beneficence, as has been miniftred on this 0
< cafion to perfecuted Protefiants, when d
¢ out of their native Country, under the nx
< pitiable Circumftances of Diftrefs.

¢ Thefe are the feveral Defigns, wherein
¢ Society are at prefent engaged ; the partic!
¢ State whereof being publifhed every Year, n
¢ thing more need be added to this general 4
¢ count of them, than what has been alrcx
¢ fuid upon each Branch of them ; exceptingt
¢ mention of two very confiderable and ftand:

¢ Benefactions, :

&N - &AM AR
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Sk ¢ 1.The one is 4 moft generous Legacy of Fonr ]I\,{m Palm?'?
' * v hi egacy o
s houfand Pounds, which was left to them by 495:::{ o

& Mrs, Elizabeth Palmer in 1728, and is ftill pre- ;-5
{erved entire in the Publick Funds 5 the Interefl
#¢ of it only being from year to year applied to

g

% fuch Branches of their Defigns as moft need it.

ai¥

% < 2, The other is a free Gift by a Gentleman The Gifts of
® of Kent, now living, bur defiring to be unknown, 2 Gentleman

¥ who did, in the Year 1734, in Confideration ot of I‘i‘”; .
2. the Zeal and good Defigns of this Society, con- 7

i .

% vey to Five Members of 1t, their Heirs and

1“ Affigns for ever, by Leafe and Releafe, Ten

AR
1‘{':‘ 1

it Acres of Land in Romney-Marfb in Kent,and al-
(o transferr’d to the fame Perfons 1050 /. New
¥ Souih-Seadnnuities,to be vefted, as foon as may
"¢ be,in a Purchafe of Freehold Land, the better

¢ to perpetuate the Trufts declared by another

¢ Deed, executed by the faid Benefator, which
¢ are to defray the Expence of diftributing Bi-
%% bles, New Teftaments, and other'Religious
73 Books, as the Society fthall direct, and to pay
%% him an Apnuity of Forty Pounds during his
#¢ [ife : and after his Death, likewife an Annui-
@ 'y of Fifteen Pounds for Life, on certain
#* Conditions, to one of his Relations.
¢ < The fame Gentleman did alfo, in the Year
™ 1737, execute another Deed to the Five Mem- 7.4
I# bers abovementioned, for conveying to them,
& their Heirsand Afligns for ever, Eighty Pounds
B New South-Sea Annuities the Dividends where-
& of are to be laid out from time to time (at the
& Direction of the Society) 1n Books for propa-
B gating the Chriftian Religion in the Egfi-Tndies,
¥ or other Parts of theWorlds which Aunuizy Stock
g is al(o to be vefted, as foon as may be, in a Pur-

chafe of Freebold Land, the better to perpetuate
e the Truft, The
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The proper For M, by which any Benefa&ton
may be given to the Def igns of the Society, to
prevent any Doubt or Miftake, is as follows:

TEM, 7 A.B. d@bereb)v give and bequeath

unto C. D. oﬁ;
and H. F. Gf \ Tr s hi s
the Sum of . NPT
upon Trift, and to the Tiseit that z‘be_y, or ezz‘/?aer of
them, do pay the [ame to the Treafurer or Lreafurers
for the Time being, of a Voluntary Society, commaon-
by called, or known by the Name of, The Society for
Promoting Chriftian Knowledge, which firft met
about the latter end of the Xear 1698, and now do,
or lately did hold their Weekly Meetings at their
Houfe in Bartlett’s Buildings, Holborn Which
Jaid Sum of

- I defire may be applied towards carrying
on the charitable Defigns of the faid Society.
_.N. B. If the Benefactor is pleafed to reftrain
his Charity to any particular Branch of the
Society’s Defigns, he may add, either in
Great-Britain, Pzzlqﬂme, or the £ aft Indzes.

The TREASURERS of this Society.

The Reverend Dr. Denne, Archdeacon of Ro-
chefter, and Retor of St. Mary Lambeth, 1s
Treafurer for all Benefactions to the Defigns
of the Society in general, and to the Aradick
Impreffions of the New Teftament and Pfalter.

. zllzam Tillard, E{q; in Spital Square, is Trea-
{urer for all Quarterly Subﬁ*r:p;zam, and alfo
for all Remittances for Packets of Books fent
- to any Members.

Benjamin Hoare, E{q; i1n Fleetftreet, 1s Trea-
furer for all Benctations to the Proteftant
Miffion in the Eaft-Indies.

Letters may be diveéied to H. Newman, their
Secietary, in Bartlet’s Buildings, Holborn.
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