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INTRODUCTORY LECTUR"£ 

ON 

n I V I N IT Y. 

_ )'" t' 

I· t is a very agreeable thing to tee a numher of YQung 
perfons determined to apply themfelves to the fiudy of 

~ivlnity. W:e muft ch~ritably hope that they are actuated 
b,l~ the nobleO: pr~nciples; that they 3.re rcfolved to de­
vote their life and talents to the fervice of Chrift in the 
gofpel. He is a good mafter; his fervice is liberty. They 
have not any flattering profpeCl: of au illufirious or opu­
lent flate; but .they m~y have in that office, the greatt::fl 
inward confolation, and very commonly ~ore ferenity and 
peace, and as much. of the real.and defirable enjoyment of 
this life, as any cIafs of men whatever. 

It is altogether agreeable to the defign of this infiitution, 
to have 'youn~~ men of piety and ability fitted for the pub­
lic fervices of the churches.. This was the very point in. 
view with the worthy fou~ders of this feminary, fame: of 
whom are yet ~ive; and as there. \\pas never, perhaps, 
any feminar)r, the fupport of which was more the eff~tt 
of faith and depeIH.hloCC:: upon God, fo it is to be hoped 
that he will honour many of the youth brought U fJ in it, 
with employment in hi') vineyard and i'u,cefs in hi:i r~r .. 

• 
~lce. 

\~Ol.., 1\:. 13 
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If I may be a~lowed to fay any thing perfonal, t inc i ne 
to add, that it is peculiarly agreeable to me. Nothing 
\vould S!ive me a higher pleafure, than being lnfirumental 
in ~umifhing the minds and improving the talents ofthofe 
\VllO may hereafter be the minifiers of the e\"~rlafling gor­
pel. The: hope of it is, indeed, the chief comfort in my 
prefent nation. Notwithfianding the many encourag-
111g circllmflances that Ilave happened fince nly arrival 
here, and tIle evident fmiles .ot Providence upon the col .. 
leS!e~ yet I confefs I have often regretted the want of a paf. 
toral charge. After having been for t\venty three years 
conftantly emplo}"ecl in preaching the gofpel to a nume· 
rous, obedient, and affeCtionate people, to be emplo)ged in 
a way of lite fo conftderably differen~, muft have created 
iome uneafinefs. Jufr figure to yourfe1ves, one that had 
been fo IOllg accufiomed to pre~tch to a crouded audience 
of from t\\·e}\te to fifteen hundred fouls ellery day'l and all 
fubjeCl: to my private overfight and difciplille; no\v to 
have fuch a thin and negligent affembly, and momy COrtl­

pofed of thofe who think themfdves under no obligation 
to attend, but when they pleafe. In fuch a fituation the 
fphere of ufefulnefs feerns to be J!reatly narrowed; but if 
I am n1ade infirllmental in fending out faithful labourers 
into the harvefi, it \vill be an anlple recompenct!; for as 
one of great zeal and difcernment expreffed himfelf to me 
in Britain: "YOll will be greatly mortified to fee die dif. 
ference bet\veen a fmall country fociety in America, and 
a large city congregatio~l in Scotland; but if you be in-
1trllmental in fending out lninifiers of the Ne\v Tefta­
ment, it will he a frill more important fiation, for every 
gownfman is a legion." . 

In this preliminary difcollrfe, lvhat I clliefly mean is 
to repeat, allcl endeavour to bring you to enter into, the 
great and leading view \~ch you ought to have in your 
1tudies, and which ! defire to have fiil! b~fore my eyes in 
teaching. 1'his may be expreffed in one fentence-to 
unite together piety and literat'.1re~to flle\V their relation 
to, anet their influence one U})Oll al10tller-and to guard -. againn any thing that may tend to feparate th~m, and ret 
them in oppofition one to anothcr~ This is of more con· 
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!equence, and i.neIeed, of more difficulty, than perhaps you 
will, as yet, be able to apprebendj-expt;rienct: however, 
bas taught r.le to view it in a mon important light. Some 
perfons truly, and perhaps eminently pious. from an in­
ward conviCtion that rdigion is better than aU tht: learning 
in the world; and perhaps obferving. that in. principled 
perfons, the more learning they have are tht: more dan­
gerous to the truth; have come to defpife learning itfelf, 
as "if the natllraI talent was to blame for the moral depra\'i­
ty. Of thofe who prof~fs religion, fome aHo, from a for. 
ward zeal, are impatient to !Jegin the minillry belore they 
are fitted for the charge: ruch perions are olten quite in .. 
fenfible to the hurt the}· do to tile intereR of religiolJ, and 
ho\v Inuch they injure the trllths of God, by their manner-' 
of handling them. On the other hand, there are feme, 
who promifed very well in early life, but appiying with 
,,-igor and fuccefs to their fiudies, became too much en. 
amoured \\9ith ht)rnan wifdom, and thought thcnlfel\1es 
fuch great fc.holars tllat they were too prout} to be Chrifiians. 
IntelleClual pride is perhaps as dangerous a difiemper as 
any we are liable to. I have often thought that great na­
tural abilities, and great acqllired knowledge, operatt· a~ 
a temptation, in a \\~ay fimilar to great wealth or external 
property ........ they are apt to intoxicate the mind-to pro­
duce felf-fufficiency and contempt vf others, and to take 
a\vay from that llumi!ity which is the greateft beauty, or 
if the expreffion be proper, the real glory of a Chri(lian. I 
would therefore begin, by earnefi1y befeeching you to keep 
clear views of the impor~ance both of piety and literature, 
and never fuffer them to be divided. Piety, without lite. 
rature, is but "little profitable; and learning, without pie. 
ty, is pernicious to others, and ruinous to the poffeffor. 
Religion is the grand concern to us all, as we are men;­
,vhatever be our callillg and profeffion, the falvation of 
our fouls is the one tIling needful. It is 110\\'ever, fllrther 
antI efft:ntially neCeffar}7 for a minifier. I do Ilot mean 
that it is neceIfary to the being of a minifter in the vifi. 
hIe church, or to the efficacy of the ordinances of the gof: 
pel to thofe who receive them. This is, properly fpeak­
ing, a popHh tenet, again~ which there is a quetlion in 
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~he {borter catechifm exprefsly leveHed. (C How do the 
iacraments become efl'e8ual to falvation? The facraments 
(and it mufi be equ~ny true of every other ordinance) be­
come effe8:ual to la),'ation, &c." Solne weak enthufiafts . . 

have gone into this miflake, and have faid it is as impof-
fjble for an unconverted minifier to convert s foul, as for 
a dea(l man to beget a lilting child. A fimilitude is no ar. 
gument ~t ~1l, properly fpe.king, but only an illuftratioD, 
if the thing itfelf be jult In this cafe it is who))y mifap­
rUed, for it is neither the converted nor the unconverted 
miniflcr that coqvens tIle ielll, but tIle po\ver of omnipo­
tent grace, by any means that the God of grace fees pro. 
per to em ploy. aut ~n the other hand, this takes nothing 
alVa}' from the neceffity of rf!ligiGll in a micifier, when 
properly underftood. It is certainly neceITary, in the moO: 
~rolute fC!l.fe, to the faithful difchar~ of a minifter's troll ; 
alld for tlle fitnle reafon, it is of the greaten imponance to 
his fllCC~fs. True religion feems to giv~ a man that know .. 
letl.!e whid~ is prop~r for a minifier to dired and tum in­
to its proper chatlnel, the ~no\vledge~ he may othenvife ac­
quire. It f~c:ms neceffary to make a mininer c:8ive and 
dil~~~t1t, upright atld ilnpartial, happy and iuccefsful. 

On this rubject, I mpil give you the following parti­
cuiar ad\rjces: 
.. I. Do not content yourrelves barely with found princi­
ples, nluch l~fs turn rdieion into cont~overfy, but feck ior 
jll\\-ard vital conlfort, to leoO\V in whom yeu have believed, 
~nd elldt:avour after the greaten frriClnefs and tendernefs 
Qf praCtice.. 'Vhell! delire you to look for inward vital 
~omfQrt, I do not mean that you fhould wholly fuf pend 
your preparations for the miniflry, or immediately lay af1de 
¢ougilts of it, ~caure you have not all that clearnets and 
iatisfclC\ion c9ncerning your o\vn {late, that }'OU fhould> 
b9til (Iefire aQd endeavour to attain. Ther~ is har()ly any 
principle fo good, or any fa clear, but it is within the 
reach of temptation~, an(} clpable .of being pen·erted. 
Some being deel>ly con\·inced tllat it is a dreadful thing to 
preach an unkl10wn Savioury and not feeing re-afon to be 
lVll011y fatisfied \\'ith thelnf~l\'est have been thro\\'n into 
40u~ts ~nd embarralTc:d with fcrupl~s, and have given up 
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~'bolly that facred office, to which they feemed both in. 
clined, and called; this feems to be taking a very unhap­
py, and a vt!ry blameable courfe. If fuch fears had ex­
cited them to give all diligence to make their calling and 
cleCtioll Cure, tlley ~~·"uld have been properly improved. 
But laying afide the tho:Jghts of the minifiry only on thi: 
account, teems to carry ,n it a fuppofitioo, that they either 
do not intend, 0.< (10 not hope, e~r to be better. It is cer. 
tainly to the public a much greater calamity, (hat there 
:Olould be a bad minifier, than a ha(l man oi fome otller pro­
femon, but to the perron hi111felf, if he die in all unrenew~ 
cu ilate, it will bring but little comfort. I would have you 
upon this fubjea to obferve, that real Chriftians have very 
different degrees of comfort, and th'"at if we examine the 
facred oracies with care and accuracy, we filall fitld that 
what is termed affurance, is ju(t,the grace of hope in lively 
exercife. It is c~lled the a(furance of hope, Heb. vi. 2. as 
well as elfewhere, and as every real believer has fome de­
gree of hope, which makes him reR: and rely on Chrift 
aione for falvation as h~ is offered in the gofpel, fo perhaps 
there are not very ~any who have ruch a degree of flea­
dy and firm. a(furance, as to exclude all doubting. I know 
there are rome that have taken it up as a principle, and 
make alfurance, even in tllis reflex fenfe, the e(fence of 
faith; but when it comes to experience, except the phra­
feology itfelf, I do not find they differ nluch from others. 

I mentioned to you particularly,.firianefs and tender. 
nefs of practice. This is of the utmoll moment,as the fruit 
a~d evidence of real religion. All principles are valua" 
ble, but as they produce praCtice. But to explain fina. 
ner.; and tendernefs of praCtice a little, obferve, that the 
.r:xpreffion of tendemefs, is borrowe<l from that paffage of 
fcripture, found in 2 King$ xxii. 19· 2 Chron. iii. 4. where 
of Jofiah it is raid, "becaufe thine heart was tender," &c. it 
lignifies a heart eafily fufceptible of conviaion, and obe. 
dient to reproof. \Vhen this is applied to the c;arriage of 
~ne devoted to the fervice of the miniUry, I think it im. 
plies, 1. the firiCteft watchfulnefs to difcover fin and duty, 
~nd a difpofition to obey the diCtates of confcience ,viti} 
r~fpe8 to both. ~. A c~ncern to avoid, not only what is 
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in itfelf direBly and certainly finful. but whatever is but 
douhtful acroT(iing to the apofio}ic {loC\rine, "he that (iOllbt­
eth," &.c. 3- ~-\ \Vimn~nefs to abfiain from lawful things, 
if liable to exception, or hkdy to be matter of offence. 

II. A recon(l 3livice I \,"ould gi\pe )'OU upon t)lis fubjeft 
is, that you f1}(~uJd remember the importance of the exeT­
cires of piety, and the duties of the clofet. As i"'ere are 
no forms of prayer with us, the habit of cloret devotion is 
ntCeffilry to gi\'e a minifler funnefs, propriety, and ferven­
cy in prayer. This for his own fake, alfo, he fhould at .. 
tend to, tor it is neceffary to the prefervation 811d im­
provement of the fpiritual life. Pray without ceafing, 
fays the apofiJe, intin,atin~ that the very fpirit ancl tell1J~r 
of a be!iever, fhonld be that of dependance upon God, and 
deriving b}' faith from him, e\!"ery nect·[ary ftjpply. In 
order to recommend it particularly to }7ou,I \\1t OlIJd obfer\7e, 
that it is -peculiar! y neceffary to be begun in early life ; 
perhaps there arc few, if any infiances of perfons cOr.ling 
to a greater degree of fer\7our in devotion, or 2ttentiotl to 
the duty of it, in adval1ced years, than they Ilad in }'outh. 
rrhere are many particulars, in which an ClJ!ecl, if a real 
Chriftian, will inlenfibly improve-: he will improve in 
meekntfs and humility, in prudence and judgment, in at­
tenti:>n to Providence, in purity of principle, in fubmiffion 
to the divine \viII; llut fervollr in devotion D1Ufi be begun 
early, while the paffions are firong, and continued by the 
power of rearoD and habit. Perhaps you rna:, think it of 
fmall monlent, yet fome very. jlldicious and experiencecl 
Chriftians have given it as a rule upon this fubjeCt:, to be 
ftriCtly Illlntlual and regular in point of time, and ev'en 
plate .. 

III. Early fix, and nudy under the influence of thore 
- principles, which fhould animate aJI your future labours, 

a COnCerl} for tile glor}? of God, allcl lo\-e for the fouls of 
111en. If tllefe are tIle prillciples of {tlld}'·, thty lviII-keep 
you frOtll Ini(lal~ing tIle way, and Ilavillg takell early ancl 
{leep root, they will bring fortil fruit more abuncla11tly ill 
after life. Living by fait~;, IS e}\tremely prol)er for Clllti. 
vating there principles. Keeping the whole fyflero of re­
vealed truth in view, will ihew its nloment; and par1icu~ 
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larly what is revealed concerning the eternal conditif'n of 
men, canllot fail to iill us with a concern for their \vel­
fare. 

IV. Be diligent to acquire every neceff3ry qualifica­
tion; 311tl yet Iludy ft!t:tlenial in the ufe oftb~m: this is 
one of the moll impcrtant, and at the fame time.,. one of 
the moll d·fficult attainments. It is comparatively e~fy 
to avoid-vain glory, ifat the fame time we induige in floth 
and ne~li~ence. But to meditate upon thefe thin~, to 
.give ourfdves wholly to them, for the glory of Ged and 
the gOO\I of fouls, withou~ having it in \'ie\Y to fef\:'~ CU!­

felves.. this is real excellence, and here lies the greaten: 
difti~ulty. Form yourfelves to a true tane and realjtnow­
ledge; let }~O\lr capacity want no inlprO\gell1ent that it 
may be .nore ufeful, but beware of ftudyin~ onI}" to fhioe. 

. V. Lalli),,, guard againfl the temptation that is mon in .. 
cident to you .. nate and fituation .. particu!arly, making the 
exercifes of piety and the ordinances of the gofpel mat­
ter offcience and criticifm, rather than the means N edi. 
fication. "'hen tludents begin to leam how things ought 
to be cione, they are apt at all times to be paGing their 
jud~ment of the m~nner, inftead of improving th~ matter 
of public inftruEtion; Rot that it is pofIible to be wholly 
inattentive to this, but :et it not carry you fo much away, 
as to hinder your teaching others a£ humble Chrifti~ns, as 
well as difcourfing to them as able mininers .. 

L· ET us now confider learning as an important quali­
fication of a mininer. On this fubjt'a, after lar· 

in~ a fe\v thin~s 011 its monlcllt.. 1 filalJ en(l~avollr to 
point out to you what branches of Rudy it will he yom" in. 
tt-rell to apply ~pourfeh'es tC') with greaten diligcnre. J\s tr. 
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the importance of learning, there being no reafon for b1 
in this age to expea immediate or fupematural tevela .. 
non, the acquiring a proper meafure of knowledge by 
ftudy and application, is abfolutely neceffary. No parts 
or capacity are fufficient without this; nay, fuch is the 
,,~ife order of Providence, that to impro\·e a talent is to 
poffefs and fecure it-to neg!eti it, is to lore it. There 
is fcarce any thing that a man could once-do ever fo well, 
but if he lay afille the praCtice, he \\·ill lofe the faculty. It 
is )amen~ab)e to think what a poor and contemptible figure 
rome perf OIlS make in advanced life, who had good ta­
lents from nature, but fuffered them to run ill floth, or to 
be blcnted by fenfuality and felf indulgence. Learning 
is nece1fary to keep the facred truths we are obliged t6 
llandle, from contempt. Great weaknefs and infufliciency 
expofe the minifiry to contenJpt, even anlongfi the mean­
eft of the people; but it is efpecially a ftumb1ing bluek 
to thofe who are themfelves perfons of literature and tane. 
It is exrreDlelv difficult for them to receive and reJilh 
things delivered in a mean, flovenly Dlanner. Suppofe9 

for example, one who is not fo much as fenfible of the 
groffeft improprieties of nile, fpeaking in the hearing of 
perfons of nmk, or of real knowledge: and as even a 
good man is not always wholly free from vanity and aft'ec­
tation-fuppofe too that the fpeaker fhould [well his dif. 
courfe w:th high and pompous phrafes, or hard, and out 
()f the \\'ay fcientific terms-only think how great would 
be the temptation, to ruch perfons as I have mentionrd, 
not to negleCt \yllat is good, from its being mixed with 
what they fo juftJy detpife. Learning is alfo neceffary 
to repel the attacks of adverfaries. The gofpel has ne. 
ver been witllout enemies from \vithout, and from witll­
in; atld as it is ufually by Ineans of human learning that 
they make the attack, it is neceffary that fome fiiould be 
ready to meet them, and able to unravel the fubtilty with 
\vhich they lie in \vait to receive. I have often thought 
that there \Vas fomething very ac;mirable in the choice our 
Saviour made of his firfl mininers, to affifl us in adjufling 
our views upon this fubjett. for the more immediate 
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rn~hift!nation of divine power, wh:!n the wife :md great in 
the \vorl(J \vere llt1!tc(1 agaillfi his truths, )le chof~ t\\'elve 
Illiterate fi fllernlen, Wllich fhOllld teach tiS not to over-rate 
tIle wifdom of the \vife ;. alld left in after ages \\'e filould 
be tempted to under.rate it, he chofe one aponle, able 
antI learne(l, alxi to llim he gave the moll figllal fuccefs; 
10 tllat lIe laboured more abun(lantlv thaIl them all, and 

~ 

'\Oas honoured to be the penman of a very confid~rable 
part of the code of the New Tdlament. 

But let me now proceed to confider \"lilt branclles of 
fiudy it ,viII lle )~o'Jr intereft to appl}1 to \\,itll the greateft 
diligence; and if I anl able to do this with propriety, I 
am perflladed you will find it of the mo!i fignal ler\"ice. 
A traveller Iofes time upon his journe}' by going Ollt of tIle 
road, as \vell as by fianding ilill; and if his diretlion is 
,'ery wrong, the time is more than lon, for his difiance is 
increafed, and his firength is exhaufled. On this fubjeCt 
be pleafed to attend to the following remarks. 1'here is 
no branch of literature withdut its ure. If it were poffible 
for a minifier to be acquainted with every branch of rci. 
ence, he would be more fit for public ufefulnefs. The un. 
derfianding which God hath given us, and every object 
tllat he hath prefentecl to it, may be improved to llis glo. 
t},.. A. truly good man does grow both jn IltJlinefs and 
ufefulnefs, by every new difcovery that is made to him; 
therefore learning in general is to be efleemed, acquired, 
and illlproved; and perhaps I may alfo fay, i~ were there. 
fore good if a minifter were a perfon of extenfhoe know. 
lec.lge. But our time "and capacity are both linliteeJ, an,) 
we cannot do an that we could willi. On the [ubjeCt of 
literature in general; obferve, that reading a fe\v books 
well choren, alld digefiing theln thoroughly, together \vith 
the frequent exercife of refleCtion, \viII make a kllO\ving 
alld intelligent man: but to "make what the world calls a 
learned mao, or a great fcllolar, requires a very general 
knowledge of authors, books and opinions of aJl kinds. A 
perfon of great difcernment may perhaps obferve a frill 
nicer difiinc\:ion, in the pJe of epithets in our owo language. 
The phrafe "a man of leafo.ing," according to its prefent 
acceptation in Europe, almofi: always fuppofes and in. 

\rOL• IV. C . 
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eludes, tane in the belles lettres. A great fcholar, or a 
man of erudition, always carries' in it the idea of mlJch 
reading: the firft a1ways fuppofes genius, the (lther may 
confill with very moderate tal\!nts. A pretty large (ircle 
of the fciences is tatlgllt ill our [choo1s an() colleges; and 
thougl1 many think it too extenfive, yet fometbing of the 
principles of the whole may he cnderfiood by a perfon of 
capacity and diligellce: 11is kllowledge may be true and 
jun, though not minute. A man may not be a mathe­
matician or all al1ronolner, an(l yet underfland fomething 
of the true fyflem of the ulliverfe. He may underfial)d 
many fciences fo far as to comprehend the reafoning of 
thofe more deeply fkilled, who freak an(l \vrite of thenl, 
ancl fo as to fpeak \\lith 1101itenefs alld confifiency within 
Ilis own line, in every thing be fa}:"s of them. Bllt to 
excel ~n any particular branch of fcience, and to knol" 
every thing 11lJOO that branch that may be known, is the 
~ork of a life-time. Grammar, mathematics, afironOtllYt 
oratory, hifiary , law, phyfic, poetr}', pai11ting, fiatuary, 
architeClure, D1Ufic ; nay, the fubordinate divifions of 
fome of thefe fciences, fnch as, anatomy, botany, chy­
millry, are all oftl1eln fufficietlt to emplo;' alire, to carry 
them to perfeetion. It is theref~re plainly. in itfelf impro­
bable, that alnlofi any man can attaill a high degree of 
perfeClion in all, or indeed in nlany of there branches of 
ftudy. There is even iometlling more to be obferved ; 
the perron \';110 addiCts himfelf to any- one of thofe fiudies, 
fo as to be an adept, or really a complete nlafier in it, 
cal1not be a man of exte11five knowledge; and it is but 
Jeldom tllat 11e can be a n1all of a liberal or noble turn of 
nlind, becaufe llis time is confulnecl l1Y the peculiarities, 
and llis mi11d narro\ved by attending to one particular 
art. He is likewife apt to etleem his favourite fludy fo 
much as to confine all excdJence, and even all capacity, 
to it. A profound botanill:, fmitten with the love of flow­
ers and herbs, if he Ineets with a man tllat does rlot kno\v 
one from al1otller, and d()es not value a ranunculllS or· 
anemone more than a pile of common f~:ar-grafs. 
has a fovereigrl contetnpt of fuch all Ullderflanding. 
Dean Swift takes notice of a curious expreffion this way, 
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of a dancing. maner, at \vhore fchool trlC J~mous JJarley, 
Earl of Oxfc)rd, had been ill his ;..-outh; when he \vas 
made fecreta1 4Y of flate, he iili(i. he wonderecl wh~~ tl"'~ 
~een could ft:e in that mao, fJr he wa:i one of the great­
efl (Iunces Ile ever tau~ht. 

Hence you nlay obferve, th It all who are devotetl to the 
particular Hurl)' of one fmall branch, are generaHy confi­
dered as pedants; alld indeed cOlnmonly are ruch as arc 
nncierflooci by tllat expreffion. rrheir thoughts have ta­
ken fuch a courfe, and their ideas themfelves taken ruch 
a tincture from their f~vourite 11udy, that they f~e every 
thing through that medillm, and are apt to introduce the 
exprefiions belonging to it, upon every fubjetl: and occa­
fion. Mrc> Addifon in one of his Sptaators obferves, that 
every man whore knowledge is confined to one particular 
fubjeC1: is a pedant, as a mere folclier, a mere aCtor, a 
mere merchant, &c. but that the learned pedant, though 
generally moil laughed at, is of all others the moR: tolera­
ble, becaufe he has generally fomething to communicate 
that is worth Ilearing. But I obf~rve, that the moO: rea. 
fonable pedants, and the leaft to be blamed, are thofe 
whore whole hearts are ret upon what is their bufinefs tor 
life. Therefore, though a fchcolmafier can fcarcely fpeak 
without citing Virgil or Horace, he is to be indulged; 
and though he may not make the moll difiingui1hed figure 
in public or polite lite, yet he is ufeful in his generation, 
and fit for the (lifcharge of his trufi-Therefore, a minifier 
that is a mere theologian, well acquailltecl with the fcrip­
tures, though with few other books, or books upon other 
fubjeCts, and is mailer of the controverfies that belong to . 
divinity, prop,erly fo called, is certainly much more to be 
pardoned, than one ever fo much fkilled in any other rei .. 
ence without t'his. But what {hall we fay of thofe, wh~ 
miftake tl'&~ir cluty fo ver}? rrluch, as to be chief1y (lifiin­
gaifhed for that: which they have leaR to do with.. I have 
known a phyfician, who was a much greater connoiJleur 
in mufic than in medicine; and a divine, much more fa­
mous for acco'unts arnl calculation, than for preaching. 
It is therefore, in my opinion, not any honor to a minit:. 
ttr to be very famous in any branch that ~ whCllly uDcon: 

. .-. -- - - . . .' -
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f}ct\nl \\1'-;1 tlleology; not that knowtcdhe of ar-y thin~, 
properly fpeaking, is either a difadvantage or ground of 
reproaeIl; l)ut for a man to fhow a (leep 1'110\vltdge of 
forne particul(lr fubjeCl, plainly difco\'ers that he hath be. 
flowed more time and pains npon it, them he h'1(l to Ij)ll'e 

from his neceffary cluty. It is alia llfual i'l all ruch cafes, 
tl1at tIle favourite ptlrfuit infufcs fuell a qllal1tity of phra­
fes allu allufions into 11is lallguage, as render it iliff and 
improper, and farnetimes ricliculous . 

.. J.\greeabl)· to there remarks I obf~rve, tllat the affiflant 
Rudie:; to tlleology, are chiefl}1 tIle foIJo\\1ing: I. Lan­
guages. 2. ~foral PlliJofol)h}'. 3. Iliilory, facred allci 
profane. 4. Eloquence, illcl~ding tIle ~eljt:s Iettres fiudy 
in general. . 

t L:inguages. Thefe indeed, nfed to be reckcned ef. 
fcntially neceffary tc ]e,~rnillg in geIleral. imlnecliatel}? af. 
ter the revival \)f .:earnin~ in Europe: rrhe Greek and 
Latin languages wt:re fiudied univerlal1y, and with great 
care. All authors \\'ho expeCted tlleir works fil0uld live 
any time, wrote in Latin; but fince the cultivc.tion of 
the languages of Europe, this has been gradually difcon. 
tinued, and except in rome tew fcientific \\,'ritings, have 
now whojlv ceafecl. However, as the renlains of tIle an-

" cients are ftiil the ftandard of tafie, all Ijterar)T l>erfons 
1hould make themfelves acquainted \vith tIle !ang~uages. 
It is to be lamented that many fpend a great part of tIle 
time of their education in learning Latin and Greel<, and 
yet few ever attain them to that perfeCtion, which alone 
can make th(: learning of a language of great. moment, fo 
that they can read the authors with plea-fure and pr:ofit; 
for the matter \vhich they contain. This might he: eafily 
attained by almofi any tiudent after his grammar fchool 
·and other e(lucation; ancl reading over tIle ,,1affics with 
iome of the l"left critics tIpon them, '.~tould be a ve.ry iln. 
proving fiudy. Books of hiflory and entertainment alfC\ 
in Greek aneJ Latin, WOllld 11ave a llappy effeCl: this way. 
Tl1e Hebrew language allo, is very prol)er at"}(} ufeful for 
a divine, being tlle language in whicll a great part of the 
fcriptures were originally written, and not difficult to ac. 
~uire, Qecaufe we have but fe~v writings in t,hat langutlgt 
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at an, 3!~d the language itfdf is not copious: to thefe I 
only aJd the fiudy of the French langu:lbe; it is both uf~. 
ful and ornamental. Tht:re is hardl), allY fuell tlllllg as a 
learn~(l education itl Brit"lin, ,Jlllere tile l·"rellcll language 
is oTT,itled. It \\'as tile fir(l poliflle(~ of all tile 1110Jern 
langtl~.::es of Europe, having been at leall fifty years be­
fore ttt! Englifh in this refpeCl; and though there are fome 
branches of writing in which there are Faglifn authors 
not inferior to any of the J:'rench tE:.~ I .Am acquainted 
with; yet in general, there is to be found d gre.t:er purity, 
ftmplicity and preciiion, in the :French authors, than in tbe 
Englifl!. But what indeed chiefly diipoics me to recom .. 
mend the F retlch language to (li vines is 011 account of tn\: 
.Jonnu, cal\'inifiic, reiorlnatioll di\Jinity: tllere are flJallY 

more able antI t:le:;ant \\-riters ill tl1at language, than in 
Englifh; tilere are alfo folne atlnlirable practical trt:ati!~s 
written lJy the popi1h divines in French, as well as by the 
Janfenifis of the Roman catholic tommunion: Janfenifls 
and l\101inifts in the church of Rome, are jun the 1ame as 
Califis and Arminians aOlong prote11ants~ 

II. l\'Ioral Philofophy.' rl"he connexion of this with 
divinity will be eafily fcen. It is a very pleafant and 
imi)roving fiudy in itfelt~ or a good handmaid to the ch.ril: 
tian morality; and the contro\'erfies upon tiJat 1ul)jeCl. 
,vhich are all modern, {land in imme(liate cOllnexion with 
the clei!tical controverfies, \\!hich ~t is neceIfal-Y for a di. 
:vine to make himfelf mafier of. Tllere are few of tIle an­
cient \vriters of much value upon t11at fubjeCt, exceptiIlg 
Plato among the Greeks, and Cicero amon~ the Latins, 
efpecially the latter. The remains of Socrates (to be col. 
1ec1:ec.l from tIle '\~riters of l~is countn'\ but cl1itftv from 

J ~ 

Xenophon,) ~he work:) of EpiCtetus, l\·lartus Antoninus, 
aIlel Seneca, i;ontain many nloral fentiments, but liltie or 
110tllil1g of tIle principles of tnorals. I think the n10fi beau. 
tiful nloral \\'riter of tIle anciellts, is tlie alltllor of the 
Tablature of Cebes. As to any thing contained in the an. 
cients, relative to the truth of Theology, it wiJI be found al. 
lnon. univerfally colleCted inCudworth's intelleaualfyHem. 

III. Hillory, facred and profane. This is a fludy, ea· 
~', pleafa~t aQd r~:cf.(~bl~, and by a peculiar happinefsof 

. - -



12 UctIlT~$ on Dit:inity. 

this a1e, fafhion3bJe. As a dc:'}.~·man fhoulrl be a man 
of liberdl kno\\"J~I;.!e, 2n(1 fit Jor the con\-eriitiO~l and foci. 
et\~ of m~n of rank anti )etters~ it is nec~ffarv that he be 
w~1l acquaintai with bifiory; if he is not.. he will be of. 
ten ~a~J}· to betray his ignorance before perlons "'"ho 
fhoukl he much his inferiors in point of fludy: ~fides 
you fee a great fA'rt nf the lacrtd \\·ritiJl~s, both of the Old 
T~ftament and the: Ke,., «:onfiais of hiflory; and few tbings 
~n: IOOrt! neceffary to the jufl and critical fiudy 1)1' the 
fcriptures than an acquaintance with hiftory, with the 
original fiate and gradual progrefs of hum3n fodety; it 
adds ~t)}· too, to a minaReT's kno~"lcdge of the human 
heart; in that refpca it m~y be {.,id to be the ,,-ay to 
L~at knowledge of the world,,,"hich may be obtained at 
lea!l expence and with perfetl rafely. 

1\7. Lafily, Eloqu~nce; that is to fay: compofition and 
criticifm~ including the who1e ~f \v!lat is comnlonly calied 
the belles lettres fllld}~. Nothing is more plain than the 
neceOity of this t~ience: public ipeaking is to be the chief, 
or one of the chief parts, of a miniftcr's bufineis {or life. 
I fball not enlarge 011 this, having occalion to fpeak on it 
at great length in another departmellt, which you have 
had, or may have~ allopportuility to hear. I filoulcl ha,"e 
made snore nlel1tioll of books, but as 1 ha~"e 'vri~ten, at the 
~rticlilar <kfire of lome of the Iall year's fchoJars, a lift of 
the principal ano moll ,-a)uable writers in every branch 
of fcienee, it \ViII be more complete, for any that defi.re itl 

to have copies of thcat lill. 

LEe l' U R E III. 

T HE fubjell on which we are no\\' to enter, is the truth 
of the Chriiiian religion, I am ieufible that every 

good man has a convifiion of the truth of the gofr-el from 
its power and dfi~acy upon hiS own heart, diflinfi from, 
and fup;;rior lO~ all fpecuiative reafoning. That deep and 
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Ileart.fe)t fcore o~ the corruption and \,geaknefs of our na-­
tllfe, allU of the po\\-er of in(l\\-elling tin, \,l~ich is infepa­
rable from the reality of rc:li~ion, and the perception of 
the admirable fitnefs of redemption by the crofs to abafc 
the pride of Inln, and to el:a)t the grace of God; to give 
coniol:ltion to the fintler, \yhile it challges !llt heart; is 
highly fatistyin~ to a confiderate, if at the fame time, a 
ferious perloll; fo th:\t for his 0\\-)) fake, he would pay 
bot little rcg~rd to all tile foo!ifh ca\'ils of Ineo of corrupt 
minds: nay, there is fo~ething more; the whole fyilenl 
of the gofpel, as depending upon, and having conftant re­
ference to the crofs, is fo contrary to the taUe of a earnal 
mind, and fo far from carr}ring in it any of the nlarks of 
human \vifilorn tll~l it IS impoffible to iuppofe it a cun· 
ningly (Ievifed fable, and therefore we may cordiaily em­
brace antI rely upon it, as the power of Gocl into falva­
tion. One thing more I would fay, by,vay of introduc­
tion; that the cunonl of fome minifiers, of cOllfiantly en· 
tertaining their hearers with a refutation of infidel objec­
tions upon every fubject, is not muell to be commended. 
This feems to proceed upon a fu ppofition, that a great 
part of their audienre is inclined to infidelity. There are 
tilnes and places \vhen that is prope! I a(lnlit; but there are 
many others in which it is either quite unnece{fary. or 
even hurtfui, as tending to bring people acquainted witll 
\"hat would perhaps never otllerwife ha\'e fallen in their 
\va}7. It is ho\,'ever certain, that fince in modern times 
efpeciaHy, this controverfy has been greatly agitated, and 
indeed onate almofi ~1l vther controverfies have been' drop-· 
ped on account of it, or loft in it; a Rudent of divinity 
1hould be well informed upon it. I win therefore: endea­
Vour to ilate it to you \\"ith as much diftinCtllefs as I am 
able, and as tnucll bre\Jit}, as its nature \\,ill admit. The 
fubjeU mull be taken up a little differently, as we Cuppore 
\\ye have to do \\Iith different advcrfaries-atllc:ifis allU tile. 
ills. 

Ffhe controverfy with the firft, perhaps'it is unnecelfary 
to treat with much length, becaute it is not difficult, and 
bec:lufe there are but tew that plead tl~e caufe of infidelity 
UpOIl thi~Jooting, yet fome of the latefi infidel writers, 
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particularly David I-Iume, has raift:d fuch ol~tCl;or.:;~ n!i 
ieem cfliefly to poillt t!l;S \va}p. r!'hc bOU11dlefs l"(:epticilin 
be has endca\~oured to itltroduce, \\'ou.ld \l;eakell the be­
lief we have in the Deity, as much as in the gofpel; and 
indeed, :lS he feldom attacks p~rticulars, (except in the 
cafe:: of miras;les) his fnmity feeills to be againfl religion 
in geneml, and not agninl1 the gofj)eI: the fame thing n'ay 
be [aid of \T oItaire, lIelvt:tius, and otller foreigt1er; ; 
t1lough " ... olt,lire deals ver)9 much ill l)articular cavils, and 
~f the mufl filly kin(l. 

In the deifiical controverfy, what commonly leads the 
way~ is the lleclffit), of re\:-elation in general. rl'his is to 
l'e pro\ped from the Jlate of tIle heathen \vorl(l, btfore the 
coming of Chrift. The chief circlllnfl~lnces to be takel1 
notice of, are, I. rrlleir grofs ignnrance. 2 Tlleir abfurd 
notiollS of God, as of hurnall fllape, \vith many paffions, 
and the \vorll of vices. 3. 1'heir impious and {hocking 
rites, par~icularJy htlman 1acrifices. 4. Their l)olytheifm; 
811d n1ultipiicity of go(ls. 5. 1'lleir great immorality. 
It is to be particularly obferved, that tllefe tllings were 
not confi11cd to the barbarous nation~, but ift!1ere \\'as 
nny difference, it was rather more eminently the cafe with 
thofe \VilO \\pere tllOllght tIle n10ft improved and civilized, 
the EgJ'ptialls, Greeks atl(l ROtllRllS. Fl'he firfi infidel 
lvriters in Europe, \,'ere cllietly enlployed in filewing the 
fufficiency of reaion as a guide to man in his conduti, of 
whom Lord Herbert, of Cherburg, was one of the moll: 
early, a!1d one of tIle 111011 elninent. rl'heir \vay of argu. 
iIlg is ver}7 fallacious; for they a\"ail tIlemfclves of that \Te· 

ry improvemel1t of reafon, \vhicll tlle}r owe to re\~elation, 
in order to ll1ew revelation to be unnecdfary. ~rhe fub. 
lime allu n~b]e conceptions of God, as tIle fatller of fpi .. 
rits, \vl1ich after tIley are difcovered, cal1 eafily be fhe\Vll 

to be rational, are boaned of as the productions of unbi. 
arret! reafon; but the fair way of deciding the queHion is 
to al1i11y to thole nations that \vanted re\'elatioI1, that is to 
iay, the Jt\vi111 and (~hriitian revelation, and tllere \\'e 
1hall fee what reaion, in the courre of many ages, was able 
to cio ill t:tC1:. rrhere is liI~ewife more here than is com· 
monly attended to; for there is the greateft probability 
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1hat the f&11311 meafure of trutll \\-},ich \vas mixeJ \\-ith tlle 
heathcll !al1Ies, \vas not the (lifco\·~ry of rc:af('n, 1)u\ h3nd. 
ed dC'sn by trddiiions. It is well known that the Egyptian 
tl~eololv, art,ilheir litera~llre, ,\ l)atC'\~er it \,-as, \V~~$ kept a 

~. 

feeret, an(1 \;;as han,letl dO\\-ll froln Olle to lllo,her by th~ir 
pridls, and it is as c~rti\~n tha.t the earlidl Grecian philo. 
fophers ne\'er expelled that they could, nor pretendN that 
they had, difcovertd any of their opinions by reafon, but 
they tra\'eUed to Egypt, and the Rafiem countries, and 
brought it home, as information which they had ~h'ed 
from the f."lges of thore countries. 1"his was ,he cafe of 
Thales in particular, and after him ofPytha~ons. Seve­
ral ingenious writers have endea\~oured to fhew th:.t the 
heathen m},tho)ogy contains, ir- many refpefis, a panial 
ancl a(lu]terated view of the fcripture hiftory: fee on tl!is 
fubjeit, Abbe Banier's mytholot!y of the ancients, with 
regard to the Greeks and Rom:lns, and Abbe Pluche~s 
ltillory of the hea\7ens, with re~rd to the E~pt!ans. . 

But witb regard to the neceffity of revelation in general.­
what feems particularly decifive i~ that by a fair esamina. 
tion of the matter, and the uni~erfal confent of all n1 .. 
tions, men in a nate of nature are chargeable \\·ith built. 
\Vhatever may be raid either of original fin, or inherent 
pollution, it Clnnot be <lenied tllat there is much mOr:tl 
evil in the world. So true is this, tllat the Iliflcry of the 
world is little eIre than the hillory of hlJman guilt. rrh~y 
that would evad~ this, by faying men are only imperfca. 
do not obfer\~e tllat tIler are gllilty of ruch crinles as are 
ftrongl}T con(lemne(t by theil' o\\-n reafon 8nd con!cien(;~. 
No~v, whether there is any forgh'enefs of fin and place 
for repentance; ~ll(! if ~~ all, upon \\,ll3.t lerl11s, can tle. 

,'er be deternlinc-1 but b}~ an exprefs rc\'elation. rlnis i l 
impliec1 in the nature !)f guilt. Guilt i!) aliablenefs to juft 
punifllment: now, whether God will remit a puninl. 
ment wllicn he may innict \vitll jafiice, rnufi reft lllti. 
rnately with himfdf, and no reafonin~ can decide upon 
it" l'ry it who will, every argument brought in favour of 
the remiliion, win militate a~in:t the juflice of the puniOt­
ment. This appears frem the ,eery lan~uage of perfons 
difpofed to fuch fentiments, for t!ley cannot help laying, 
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and indeed they have nothin~ eIre to fay, but that it is 
prtib:able, for it woold be hard to fUPP'>fe that every tranr.. 
grdIion fhould be punifhed with divine vengeance: but 
pray let us confider this w.y of t~aking; where is the 
hardlhip ? Is jullice hard? On the contrary i it is ghri .. 
OtlS ar.d arniable. I confefs it is difficult for us finful crea­
tures to conrer~ and fiill Olore dif6Cll1t fronl the heart to 
be)iev~, that eve~" fin deferves God's wrath and curf~, 
both in this life and that wbict~ is to come; it is however 
the neceffJ.ry conftquence, not of one, but of the whole 
f)-Rem of fcripture truths. There you have in every page, 
the higheft encomiums upon the mercy and compaffioll of 
God. ·fhefe a:-e all without Dleaning, and contrary to 
tru~ ifit wou)<l have been the leaft impeacholent of the 
righteoufnefs of God to have flltfered the penalty to take 
place. Pardon, if the \vord is underflood, mull be free. 
Benignity and goodraefs to the innocent~ is a part of the 
char..'tel' of the Deity in natural religion: but mercy to 
the guilty, bc:iOtlgs wholly to revelation. Accordingly, 
it is upon this point~ that all the heathen religions have 
tutned. Expialion feems to have been the great purpofe 
of all religion, whether true or falle. ,,\\Therewith filall 
I come before the Lord ?" !icc.. The neceffity of revela­
tion was acknowledged by olany of the heathens in their 
writin~w Of thefe, the faying of Socrate.s in Alcibiades 
was a remarkable example, that it was reafonable to ex­
pea God would fend one into the world to deliver men 
from ignorance and error, and bring thenl to the know­
ledge of himfdf. 



LECTURE IV. 

01, the Truth of tht Chrislian Religion. 

H AViNG endeavoured to efiablifh the truth of reve. 
lation in genera), we come to the truth of the 

ChriUian religion in particular. The proofs of this are 
to many, and laid down fu difterently, according as the 
adverfaries of the truth have fhifted their ground, that it 
is ~mpoffible to enumerate them, and indeed not eary to 
clafs them. There is ~e introduaory way of reafoning,­
which may be called comparative-t~ refteCl: on the infi. 
nite difference between the Chrifiian, and al1 other pre­
tended revelations. If the neceffity of revelation has been 
properly and ful1y eftablifhed, then companfons between 
the feveral pretences to it fcern to be juR, and even con· 
clufive. Now I think it does not adnlit of hefitation, that 
with refpeCl: to purity, confiftency, fublimity , dignity, and 
every excellence which a manifefiation of the true God 
muft be fuppofed to have, the Chrifiian religion is fuperi­
or to every other. 1'he heathen fuperflitions have not 
now fo much as an advocate. Infidels do not now plead for 
Jupiter, Juno, Mars, and Apolto, but for the fufliciency of 
human rearon: and indeed, an age or two·after-the publi­
cation of the gofpel, that whole corrupt fyftem which had 
been fUppofted- 10 long by ignorance and" credlllity, fell to 
the groulld. 

Paffing from this detached and prel1minary confide.. 
ration, the proofs of the Chrifiian religion are very com­
monly divided into evidence internal and external. By 
the firft of thefe we are tel underfland the excellenc}· of the 
doarine, as agreeable to the diCtates of reafon and con. 
fcience, and having a tendency to proouce the happiell: 
efFeCl:s. U ncler this head alfo comes tIle charaCter of the 
founder of the Chrifiian faith, and every thing conneCted 
witb this or the former particular. By the external ev~ 
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dence, we are to llnclerfland the miracles wrougllt ill at. 
tellation of the trtltll of the (loCl:rine ; tile nature clnd rub. 
jeCl: of thefe miracles, the credibility of the .witneffes, and 
every thil1g necfffary to fUllport this teflim(';lY" It is 
difficult however, to collett the evidence un(ler tllofe l1eads, 
witl'lcut often illtermixing the one \vith the other. I l1avc 
therefore thought the evidences of the truth of th(! CI~rif­
tian religioll, nlight be as \vell cliviued in a (lifferent \vay. 
Firlt, into t\VO Ileads under tIle f01lo\ving titles; I. Col. 
lateral, anc) 2. DireCt antI pofitive proof. An{1 again to 
divide t~le collateral into t\\'O parts, and take tIle one (If 
them before .. and the other a:ter the direCl: evidence, uncler 
the titles of presumpli'Ve and consequential. 

I. Let l1S confider the prefumptive eviclences of the 
truth of the Chrifiian rel;g190, or thofe circumfiances that 
recomll)eorl it to our efieem an<llove, an(} are of tIle na. 
ture of ilrol1g ll(ol),lbilities in its favour. rl~llefe \\'e may, 
£0,4 or(l~r fake, divi(le into fuel) as relate, 1. 'r 0 tl~e doc .. 
trim, taught. 1. Thf perfon who is the author and 1uhjeCt 
of it. 3. Th:! citcumfiances attending its publication.· 
and otl1er prohabilities. 

I. rrJle t\ocl.rille tat~ght~ \Vhen this is cO.nfi(lere(1 in 
the \vay of ~n argument for its aa~al truth, it rells upon 
this principle, tllat every doCtrine that comes fr{lm God 
~ufi be e~ceileQt; that therefore, if tIle doCtriile did not 
apptar ot itfelf to be excellent, it woul(l be rejetle(l with .. 
out further examination, becanfe not worthy of God; and 
on the contrary, tllat if it appears excellent, amial)le, ufe~ 
ful; it is [oole prefulnption t11at the cIal,ll of a divine ori. 
ginal, is jult It is a juft refleCtion on Chrill's doCtrine, 
never man fpake like this man, as- well as the foli[owing, 
no man can do the miracles tllat thou dofi, except GOll 

. be \vitll him. Under this great Ilea(l of e~ceIlence, or a 
doCtrine worthy of God, may be confidered feparately­
t. ltsSublimity. 2. Purity. 3. Efficacy. 4 Plainnef~. 
5- Confifiency ~ 
. I. Sublimity. The dotl:rines contained in fcripture 
concerning God, his works, and creatures, an,l his rela­
tion to them, is what muf1: neceffarily ha\~e the approbation 
()f unprejudic(.d reafOD, and indeed is the mon noble that 
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can be conceived. His fpiritual nature infinitely remov-
ed from inaBil'e nlatter, incapable of groffnefs, and of 
fenfual indulgence. The unity of God, fo contrary to 
the prevailing fentiments under heathenifh darknefs, yet 
how manifefily rational. Strange, indeed, that the whole 
world lhould have been in a mifiake on this fubjefl, and 
the Jews, a defpifed nation, in an obfcure comer of Pa­
Jefiine, fhould alone have difcovered and embraced it. 
The immenfity of God filling heaven and earth with his 
prefence. His omnipotence in creating all things by his 
word. His hoUnefs, jufiice, goodnefs and truth: to thefe 
we may adcl the tonnant influence of his providence, as 
the Lord of nature, tIle witners and the ju(lge of all. Ve-
ry beautifully the prophet fays, "can any of the vallities 
of the Gentiles caufe rain ;" fo the apofile Paul, "never. 
tllelefs 11e left not himfelf without a witnefst " &c. Tho 
moral government of God, as taught in fcripture, is ex­
ceedingly rational and fatisfying, reprefenting his great 
patience and long-fufFering, to be followed by a time of 
holy and righteous retribution. The mixture of good and 
evil that is plainly to be obferved, is by this means clearly 
explained, and ful1y accounted lor. On the fublimity of 
the fcri pture doB:rines, fome are fond of dwelling upon the 
majefiy cf God, and the fublimity of the fcriptures in ... 
fentiment and language, as well as matter. Upon this 
part of the fubjea, things have been raid, and the contro. 
verry taken up, on different footings. We have one ad. 
verfary to religion; Lord Shafdbury, who has been at 
much pains to vilify the fcriptures on the fubjeCl: of fiile 
and compofitioll, arld to pretend, thnt if it were tho 
work of i l1fpiretl \vriters, it \vould be e'vidently, in its 
manner, fuperio1r to every human produ8:ton. , In an. 
f wer to tIl i ~ . pretence, there \'laS a book written, Black. 
wall's Sacrccl (~I:lffics, comparing the fcriptures with t1'e 
ancient writers, anu fhewing that there is not any bl~. 
mifh in vniling to be found in the fcriptures, but may be 
juftified by fimilar expreffions in the moll approved claff. 
ics, and tllat t11ere is no beaut)· in the claffic a\lthors, in 
Wlltch they are llot outdone by fhe facred penmen. This 
\>~k 1 think i~ well worth reading by every fcholar or di . 
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Yine. Dr. 'Varhurton has been pJeafed to condemn this 
\Vay of juftlfyln~ the fcriptures, and even to affirm, that 
tafle is a thinti fo local and variable, that it was a thing 
impoffible to have any book (lefi~ed for all mankind, to 
anfwer fuch an idea as Lord Shaftlbury feems to have for­
med; nay, he 1eems to deny that there is any fuch thing 
in nature as a perOlanent flandard of tafle and propriety in 
writing; but that there is one matlner for the Oriental, 
and another for the '·Vefiern \\9riters, and that fuch have 
their excel)encie~, and no comparifon can take place be­
tween them. I would not clloofe to joiR wholly \\,ith ei­
ther of there. It is I tllink plaitl, that it was not the de­
fign of the fcriptures to be a fiandard for eloquence, nor 
does it appear any way conneCted with the end of reveal. 
ing divine truth; on the contrary, it feerns to be the pur­
pore of God, to bring us from glorying in hunlan e~ceI­
lence. On the other hand, as I am perfuaded there is 
a permanent ftandard of propriety and tane, 10 I am fully 
convillced there are many examples of fllblimity and rna­
jefiy in the fcriptures, fuperior to any uninfpired writings 
\vhatfoever. 

2. The next thing to be obferved of the doCl:rine, is its 
purity; that is to fay, having an evident tendency to pro­
Dl'ote holinefs if I all who believe and embrace it. That 
this is the defign and tendency of tIle Chrifiian doarine, 
is very plain. It is its exprefs purpofe, to fet fin ,lnd im­
morality in tIle mofi (){lious light, and not barely to re­
COlnO')erld, but to fhew tIle abfolute neceffity of holinefs, 
in all manner of converfation. It is pretended by fome in­
fidel writers, that gravity and apparent fantlity, is the ef.. 
fence ofimpofiors, and that all impoflors dodelivtr a fyf­
tern of good morals. But there is not only one exceHence 
in the ChrHlian morals, but a manifefi fuperiority in 
them, to tl:lofe \vhich are derived from an\~ other iource, 
and that in three refpeCls: I. That they are free from 
rn,ixture, not only man}~ things goo(l, btlt nothing of a 
contrary kind. 2. That there are precepts in the Chrif­
tian morality, i'nd thofe of the mof! excell~nt kind, very 
little, jf all}' thing refembling which, is to be found in un~ 
infpired moralifis. Ffhe love of God ...... humility of mind 
-the fcrgive~efs of injuries-and ~he lov~ of our enemies. 



The love of God may be inferred confequentially, from 
many of the heathen writers; but it is no where Rated 
with that propriety and fullnefs as the firft obli,?ation en 
the creature, as it is in the facred fcriptures. lIumiEty 
of lllind, as reprefente(l in the gOlilel, is \yholly peculiar to 
it. . It is obferved by [orne, that there is no ,,·ord l neither 
in the Greek nor Latin language!, to f~n;fy it. Humili. 
las in Latin, from \\,hellCe the Englifh is deriyeeJ, has ~ 
different mearling, an(1 fignifies low and bate. Ma"~/". 
do aninli in Latin, and Praot,~es in Greek, are the neare:t 
to itt btlt are far from being that; e,-en the forgiv~ne'9 
of injuries and the love of our enemies, 3re rather contra. 
ry to the heathen virtue; and modern infidels ha\·e ex­
prefsly pretended that the, Chriftian religion, by its pre­
cepts of humility and meeknefs and paffive fubmiffion to 
injury, has banifhed that heroifm and magnanimity which 
gives fuch an air of dignity to the binories of Greece dod 
Rome. The third particular, in \vhich tile Chrifiian mo­
ra1s exceed all others, is the excellence of the principle 
from which they ought to flow. wrhe law of God is not 

. contratle(l into governing the Olltward condua, but reach­
es to the very heart, and requires further that ou, obedience 
1hould flow) not principally fro01 a regard to our o\\rn hap. 
pinefs, far lefs to our own honour, but from a principle of 
fubjeCtion in the creature to the Creator, and a lingle eye 
to the glory of God. 

III. The excellence of the fcripture doClrine appears 
from its efficacy. By this I mean tile power it hath over 
the mind, and its aCtuai influence in producing tllat 110-
linefs it recolllmellds; there! are feveral thillgs that de .. 
ferve confi(leration on the efficacy of the fcripture doc .. 
trine. I. It contains the greatefi and moll powerful 
motives to (luty, and the fittefl to \\:ork all our llOpeS an(1 
fears. rrhefe, I confefs, are much the fame in gener-til that 
a)\vays llave been prQPofed as inducernellts to a moral 
conollcl, yet tlley a~e opened with a flliinefs an(l forte ill 
the fcripturc no \vhere eIre to be found. E:ternit}' tllere 
makes a very awful appearance. Particularly with rcfpeR 
to the gorpel and the Nt\v rrefiamellt (lifcoveries, we ar~ 
told that lite and immortality are brought to liZ-ht by them. 



2.. It carries d:e greateft :l.uthority with it; the principle! 
of dut}- are mor~ clearly :lnu fully ~nforctd by :he proper 
authority, than any ,,-here eJle; the rigllt of God, from 
c~ation~ to th~ obedience and tu~miffion of his creature9~ 
his 2tlditicnal ti~le from contintlal be~~e5rence, to \\'hich 
ou~ht to be a(ld~l~ ll}' Cllrifiians, tile right acquired by 
rtdemrlioll; to 311 'rhich is further to ~e added, the die 
vine x:'l!Ure itfrlf9 2.$ our pattern.. 3- il:e etiet\ualaffift. 
allC~, 'pro\~iJt!(l in the fcr:pture liot1rirle, to de!i\-er us 
from ti~e 11Cnc.!;1~ of ccrruptiOll and braT.g llS to the glori­
ous liberty of the children of God; thi·Ci : s of more confe. 
quence than is c\):nmr.nf}" apprehen~~C(l; defpair of fuct'efs 
bre;lks the po\\'ers of the mint!, ar.d t~lkes 3\\"tlY at once the 
\,"ill to attempt anti the po,,'er to perfoTlll, \\'hereas effec. 
tual aitl h:is juft the oppofite effeCt. l't e doCtrine of th~ 
HoI}· Spirit, taking it 6ngJ}~ in this Yi~\y, is nltlii Illppily 
calculated to aniolate Inen to di)igence~ lnd illiJlire them 
with courage and refolution, and jttnls l:~nerally to fh~\Y 
the efficacy of the Chrifiian d\lC1rine. 

IV. ,i\!lGfher excellence of tile Cor: iliaD doCtrine is 
plainncfs; it is le,,"el to all capacities, w~)i fitted for all 
ranks, rich anti poor~ ,vile aIm lln\\·ife~ ]t is gi\~en as one 
cfthe marks of the l\'IeffiiL~'s CODling, a~l(l is one of the 
~Iories ofthc: gofpel. that it is preached tc the poor. Rdi­
gion W,ts plainl~' de!ignctl for all m~nkind~ their interefi in 
it is the 1~me; therefore it mull be pllill and fimple; 
whate\"er is otherwite, whatever iyftem is built upon at>­
flraa reafollillg, and is evidentl)p above the comprehenfion 
of the vn:gar, is, for that very reaion, unfit for tlleir i~rvice, 
atld carries a m~lrk of falfehOOli upon itfelf: There is e\-en 
fomething more in the fimplicity of the gcfpel, than bare. 
)y the plainnds of its truths and duties. It is from fid! 
to Jafl foullded llpon faBs nill plailler. A great part of the 
infpirtJ wrilill~s is hiiiory; ~he Old T dhunent is found­
~<.l tlroll the fall of nlan, ;talll is fiiletl \11> \vith tIle iliilo­
ry of llro\riclerice, or GlXl"s COllUtlct t() his cllofell lle~ple; 
a 11 \.1 tJ~e Ne\v rl"efian1c:lt COlltaikls tile birtlJ, Jite, an(l 
(leath~ tile rctltrreclioll an(l a:ctllfion of (:!lriti. So mil:e. 
rial a part or the dotlril)e (to tllel~ tl)!ll~S cOlllprite t that 
the chara~l(;r of the apofUes IS juti that of ht!ing witHdr~·s 
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cf (:J,rifi's refllrrcaion. 5- Tile ]:tft excellence to tle 
t~lken not:c~ 0:' ;%1 : :~e Cilriiiian J()L'lrine, is its confin~11C)·. 
rrJlis ronfitlenr\' n13'· lle \':e\\·ed to 3d,!arlta~e ill t \\-0 oif. 
fc"r:'nt lights; 6ri:. its confilltncy with itfelt: 1 t is re· 
nlarkable that til~ Chrillian rt\~eJatiol1 is not a lingle f)lf. 
tem that W.1$. or mibhl be fuppof~d to be, the occafional 
proJuaion ot one Inan. It extends from the creation, 
do\vn\\·ards, to tile pref:=nt moment, or rather, taking in 
the prophe~ics, to the loft day and confummation of all 
tilings. It COllfiils of f~"eral diff~rent revelations, and par­
ticular�y' two ~ra:ld different d~fpenrations of providence 
and grac~. 'rne one of thef~ is perfealy confillent with, 
and toited to the other. It is nut eary to tuppofC! an ian-
poflor either \\-illillg to perform, or able to execute, ally 
thing of that killJ. Bot Wlle1} we cQnfiJ~r the creatiol1 • 
• llli the fa.ll of tile 0{,1 Teftalnent difpenfation, and tIle 
prophets of the different and diftant ages, confpiring to for .. 
ward one great deugo, aod the appearance of the long pro .. 
mired Saviour, at the fullnefs of time, fo exaaly corre· 
fpoudiog to it, it takes away the pofiibility of a concert, and 
therefore the fufpicions of an impofior. It is alfo con· 
fillent \vith the aaual11ate of the \\TQrld, in which we fio(l 
t\\ro things ,'ery remarkable. I. A great depravity, al1d 
wickednefs. Men Dlay fpeak and write what they pleafe, 
upon the beaut}·, excellence, and dignity of l1Uman na­
ture, taking their ideas from the diCtates of confcience, as 
to what ~·e ought to be. But it is beyond all controver­
fy, tllat if lye take mankilld from tbe faithful records of hit:. 
tory, alld exanllne what they have been, we fhall 11~ve no 
great reafon to adlnire tIle beallty of the piCl:ure. \Vhat 
is the farrle of the greaten heroes of antiquity? Is it not 
that either of conquerors or law-givers? Conquerors 
give cltar tel1inlony to tIle "rickeJllefs of n1an, by filling 
the earth with l)lood, all (1 fllewing us \\=-hat havock has 
been made in all ages, of man by nlan. And what i$ it 
that law-gl\'ers have done, bot dillinguifiled themfelves by 
the bdl means of repel1ing violertce and refiraining the 
ungoverned luns and appetites of men. No\v the Chrifi­
tian religion is the "only one that ~ives a clear and confif. 
tent account of hum:n depravil\\ and traces it to its very 
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ori.'!inal fonrce. This confificncy of the doarines of re. 
ligion ,,-it;} the attual flate of the \vorld, alld I)Ttfent con~ 
ditit'n of the nature of man, is very convincing in the 
way of collateral or prefumptive proot: rrhe other par. 
ticular remarkable in the ftate of the \\porJd, is, tile uni\"er. 
fai prevalence of the offering of facrifices, a thing found 
amol1g all nations, and \Vllich continued till the coming 
of Chrifi. 1'hefe flcrifices ,\~ere a confeffioll of guilt .. for 
they ,,-ere a]\\lays confidereu as an expiationt Bilt befides 
tllis, it does 110t appear how the}? cOllld have occurred. 
e\'en in that vie\\1, onlt:~s t)lev' had beell at firft a matter 
of revelation, and handed dO\~n to mankind by tradition, 
and carriee) "'ith tIlem ill their difperfion over the whole 
\vorld. It does not appear hOlY any body COllld have iOla. 
gined, that taking away the life of a beaft fhould be any 
atonement for the Jin of a man; much leis does it appear 
how every body fhould have agi ~ed in imagining that 
fame thing. But if you take it in conjunaion wi:h the 
truths of' the gofpel, its agreement apilears olanifefi.. and 
its univerfal prevalence is eafily accounted for. Thefe fa. 
crifices \\·ere illfiituted an(} orqained of God, as tJ-pical of 
the great propitiatory facrifice to be offered in the fullnefs 
of time, by Cbrift upon the crofs. 

• • 

LECTURE v. 

W E proceed now to the fecond branch of this 
2. head. to confider the prefumptive proof of 
the truth of tke ChriHian religion, arifing from the perfon 
\\1ho is the fouocler of it. He is in{leed not on1\1 the foullder 

, .I 

of it, but the fuhject of it: for the whole may be faid to 
relate to 11is perrotl and Ulldertaking. For order lake, let 
us here confider feparately, I. Ifis C!laraCter. 2. His 
fttuation and hopes. 3. l'he fpirit of his religion. 4. The 
Ineafures he took to promote it, 



3; 

I. IIi's char-cl8er,-This as plint~1 in the ~nij~is, ill 
dle:r fimple, unaffefiell, an..) ti}erdore prolXib!y ~enuille 
narratives, is truly allrllirallie-tile Inoll n.~k all\l )!ell .. 

tJe, the nloft tellder.heartetl, the Dl(lfi !r,ll}- benc:\·o~~ll!, 
and attive ,,-itnO\lt ollentation, 3,}(1 tIle \\'110ie clO\\"n:,~l 
and illufirated by tcrtitu(l~ allli patiellce, ant! :he mo!i Ull· 
conditional fubjedinn to (Ii\·ine Pro\"idf:n~e. It is llllOC­

cef[\rv to ~o throui!b, at len~th tl~e \"ariO\l~ e):cclie!lcic~ .' ~ 

that adorned tilt" man Chrin JdilS, T::.otc\\'ho.ne ;It'qu..tint-
eel \vith the gofl~1 hiflory, ". i; i J~~ ttle bealll}· anlillrOrric:. 
ty of the apofHt: John~s txprdfion, lit ~haph::r of his gofpd. 
and I4-tn \'er:e, ,-, A11(1 the "-Oft) \\'as nl~!e fll!l}, aJld 

,e dwelt amOi.~ us,'~ It is Ilot improper to 3.d(I~lce here, the 
evallgelifis" a'lt~loritit:s b~r-lllie tilc~' \\·~re his di!~!rles and 
rna}'- b~ itlppofed illterelletl parties. For t:1C}- are ihe on­
ly u"itnefTes frO'll \\'"nOlll we can expeCt a teftimoo)1t upon 
t:lis tubj~t; an~i confidering thefl} as emplo)-ecl ~n giving 
a full account of his charader ant! lite, ho~'ever they nlight 
be flJllpofecl to (liiguite or a(id, u'ley could not \,"holly COD­

ceal a chlra8:er f'lndamental1}~ wron5: and as there are 
nlore of them than one, it \\-Guld have been impoffibJe 
.for them to ha\:e avoided inconfinenci~s and clafhin .. T if 
tht:y had not kept tv the truth ill point of faa, at leafi, if 
not of charaCter; and indeed their whole hiflories are falli 
without any labouTe(l encomiums, which carry the mofl: 
internal marks of fincerity of any ~iliories extant alnong 
men. 

There ieems not onl}~ no Jefi~n to elnbellifh their mar. 
ter's character, but tlOne to conceal th~ tlclefts of their 
o\vn. It is frOnl tIlt! pclrti~'lS of ~lahonlet on)}·-, and 
\\,hat tlley ha\:e recited of his hillory, including his o,,-n 
writings, that we learn his avarice, pride, and lui~ .Add 
to this, that illdifit:rent \\rriters 3illong the: heat!1cilS llCi\·e 

.fpoken to the praile of Jcfus. I am t~l.fiblt! ho\\-e\-cr, alld 
think it beft to in:onn you, thlt f~\'era} of the writings 
taken notice of by fame ot the ancient la:hers" are pro­
babl.v fl)Urious, as the l~t,ers frolll .&\~b,\rllS Kill~ of l::llef-
1a ~o Cilriil, all(l ti)~ letter in alll\\·:::r to it frolll Chrifi to 

hi,n. Euiebius tt"Hs {i1~ liory o ... \~barus havinl! hearJ of 
Chrill's fame, anJ icnuing \0 hi,1l to come and cure hilT',! 
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F.~.!'~1:\J~ in tllis c1fe feems r~:\lly to h:l\·e gi,-cn creclit ttl 
it. otl the memorial~ prelented to h!m by the chllrch of 
E.Jcff.l-But the language given to Agbarus is too like that 
of a Chrilli~n, and the anl\ver of Jefus Chrill is mifquo. 
t't)~, as well as milillterl>reting fcripture. See Dupin's }:c­
c:eliaflicaIIIiftorv. The lett~rs ::\id to ~ frOll) the Vir • . 
g.n ~Ial}·, ,re e"j,lent forgeri~~ of a late (late. 1'he let. 
t~r fait) to he from l~ilate to "l'iberi~s, is 1lot fo lJni\-erfal. 
ly acknowlrdged to be falfe. Bifhop Pearfon has Jargely 
atkl Jtar.,etlly (lefended it, antI it is very poffil11e there 
m;ght be rome acccunt rent from 1~il3te !o Rome at the 
time of Chrifi's crucifixioll, e\·cn thO\lgh the l~tter no\y to 
be feen fhould not be genuine. 'rhere is 31f0 3 paffage 
of jGfephlls, and in all the manulcripts of that author, vee 
ry ta\~orab!e to the chald8er of Chri!l. Ho\\'evtr \\"ithout 

• 
going further into the!~, the \-el)· filence of Jofephus, \\-110 

is kno.-n to have been an enem\· to the Ch.~!tian f'3ith, is 
• 

an evidellce that he had notl1ing to cbje~l againfi the cha. 
nfler of Chrill, as he certainly would have done it wil. 
lingly, and in the hinory of the Jews had J'O fair an oppor­
tunit\?-The char~aer then of Urill ~as not onlv blame. 

~ . 
leis, but amiable. This is certainly a confiderable pre-
fumptioll in his favor. His credentials rleferve to be con. 
:fitlered with care, and his pretenfions to ~ weighed with 
impartiality; nor ought it to be forgotten Ilere, that his 
o\vn fincerit,; \\'as prO\!"ell ill the moft unouell~onable man-J • ~ 

ner. lIe fealed his tefiimollY \\'itll llis bloO<.I. rrhat he 
"'&S tried, con(lemned, and cr~cifie(l fer his pretellfiollS, 
is abro!ut~iy certaill. 111is is one of the moft impurtant 
faas ill the hifiory of tIle goljlel, and it <loes not adolit of 
any dOllbt, for (lis enemies reproacll him ,,-jth it, an(l his 
friends affirm alld glor)· in it. '\' e olay depend tlpOll it 
therefore that he \\·as fillcere. I-Ie \\-Olllli never forfeit all 
that could be dear on earth. and fufl~r an ignominious 
death, for \vhat he klle\V to be falle. 

II. Let us next COllfi(ler his fitllation and hopes. III any 
great and hazarnous undertakin~, eii~cially in an impof­
tor, there mull be fome poffible or probable way of ac­
counting for the tnotives of tIle (!t:cei\'~r. In this cafe 
there is nothing thlt can lead us to fuppofc) or that C'\!l 

• 
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well .,dm~t tIle fuppofition, of his contriving a cunningly 
<levifel: fable. He \VlS of that rank 111 lif~ \Vllich could 
nnt readily infpire that reiolution; he was of that fort of 
e(i,lca:ic!l that could not fit him for carr}1ing it into prac­
tice, or ;:!'"e the leaft problble hOlks of fucters, if he 
fhould a:tempt it. '\~hen his enemies, as they all diel at 
lidr. calied hir.l the carpenter and the clrpenter's font they 
dill not ohfer\?e the fcrc~ of that~ \\,llell illlpartially confi. 
(lere~1. O:lC of '10 higher capacity :l11d inllruBi(\ll, could 
neithet be fuppofe:l fit to concei':e or execute 1'0 noble a 
(Jefign. Coulti he, ftlppofing him a mer~ man, ill tllat 
fpllere of life, }l:lVe the Ie aft eXI>eCl:atioll of pr~vaijing o\-er 
the power ancl \vifdom of the ,vorld combined ~gainli him? 
'Vlloever \\?eiglls this \\'it!l ilnpartiality, \\·ill fin(l it \~ery 
fatisfying ~nd convincing to tIle milld. 

III. It receives, ho\vever, great a(lditional force from the 
next particular, viz. the fpirit of his religion, 3tld ~hat 
fchenle of doctrine and f},ftem of (lllty, \\lhich he promul­
gated and fupported. It was direCtly oppofed (in the firO: 
place) to the prejudices of the Jews. Could \ve even fup­
pofe, which is otherwife fo difficult, that all the prepantory 
difpenfa~ions, and the whole concordant fucceffion of J~u'­
inl Prophets, and the general perfuafion of the Jews and 
the Eaflern part of the world, (teiiified by the I~';athen 
Hifiorians) that a great prince was to come from that 
country and lay the foundation of a lafiing (lomi11ion, 
happened by chance.-Could we next fuppoie, that a 
cunning impofior, finding things ill tllis iitllation, "yas 
willing to take the ad\1antage of it, a!1l1 pals himi~lf llpon 
the world for the expeCted prince, he would no doubt h~\'e 
formed his plan upon the views which the Je\\'s had; and 
roufi have founded his hope of fuccefs entirely upon this 
circum fiance. They expeCled a temporal prince, and 
he came an humble teacher, and !i;Uering Sai.'iour. By 
this means he had not only the difpofition of the corrupt, 
hut the prejudices of the ben part of his countrymen, to 
oppofe. Vlhat a firange fcherne of hi.lman contri .U1C~! 
he had no reafon to think he could convince men, anu 
he taught that it was unhwful to for~e them! l'his rea. 
fouing is fupported by e~peri~nc~. III [~t'l:1 (l'l\"ini.: the 
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period from Chrifi's death to the dc:.flruCtion of Jeru,:·\.tl1, 
there were nlar))~ i=llpoflors WllO ma<Je their apIJ<:arallce, 
811d tlley e\·er}' Olle took tile meafurts I have defcribed 
above. Tbe Jews expeCled a mi~bty Conqueror, and 
tlley al\Va}lS appeared at tIle hea(l of a band vf figlltil~g 
men. Ever}· in1pofior \\10uld aCt the fame part ill a finli­
Jar cafe.--Again_ as his platl was oppoJed to the prejudices 
of tht: Jews, fo indeed it was oppofed to the prejudices of 
human llature. 'rile crofs of Chrifi \vas foolifhnefs to the 
Greeks, as ~\'el1 as a Ilumbling-block to the Jt;ws. 1""he 
humility and felf denial of the gorpel and the precepts of 
paffive fubmifficn, as well as the difiinCl: account our Sa~ 
viour gives to 11is (lil(;;I)!es of the oppofitioll and ft;fl'tring 
they rollfi e~ pea, hat! notllillg in them alluring to the 
\vorl(l in general, antI (liel 110t feenl at all calculated to 
draw a\vay <lifciples after him. \Vhen I fay this, I am 
VeT}' 1enfible that moral precepts, in forne degree, mull: 
fantlify even all impofillre it1elf: If any nlaIl were to 
pretend a divine miffion, and teach grofs immorality, he 
\vould be defpifed and difbelieved, even by immoral men. 
But a contrived religion; that the COlltriver \viflleS to 
proceed, mufl be accommodated to human tafie.-\Vhere. 
as, like tIle religion of C11rifl, lrLle religion llas been, is, 
aIle} al\,vaJ·s \viII be, COlltrary to tIle fpirit of the \vorl(l.-I 
fllall juil (1(1(1 tllat the foullder of tIle Cllrifiian faitl1 did 
Jl0t COlltrive his religion, fuppofing it e\~er fo fuccelsful, 
ill fucl) a \\Tay as to brirlg 110110r or profit to 11imfelf, or 
tl10fe \VI10 1110ul(ll)e arter~,'ards concer11ed in the acllllini. 
ilr,ltion cf it. Inne,~d of preaching up form and cere. 
mony, fiately temples, and cofily facrifices, he preached 
tlleln dO\Vll, aI1l} 111e\lTecl that tll(!Y \Jlere \Jain, \vhen 
confidered in themfelves, and only valuable as types and 
:fha(lo\vs; fo tl1at tiley \vere to cea1e after his appearance. 
Il1!lea(1 of exalting tllS 11ricils al1el rr~iniflers, 11e makes 
tllenl iervants of all: 1~111s rttlcC1ion U})011 l)ure religioll 
at1d llt1clefileci, ~1S c1clivert(l11Y our Sa\'iour 11illlfelf, \viII 
al)pear to I,ave grfat i()rce, if }~Oll COllfider, that it is from 
this ver}' quarter tllat all the corrllptiollS of Chrii!ianity 
ir~ the iollo\v ing ages tool\: tlleir riie; tIley proceeded il·om 
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that iove of pomp clnd power, and the influt"nce of that 
worldly fpirit which he took fo much pains to refirain. 

I\!. Let us confider \Vllat nleafures he f~ll upon to 
procure a fa\"curable receptio~ t? his doCtrine. H~ call­
ed and employed twelve ponr l!hterate fifhermen, no way 
qualified tor fuch an undertaking. 

On (his part of the fubjeCt it has been often fhewn with 
great force of reafon, that if the gofpel were a fable, the 
apofHes who bore fo great a part in its firfl pubiication, 
mutt have been impofiors or enthu1iafis, deceivers, or de­
ceived; both thefe points have been labored by feveral 
eminent writers, and it has beell fl1e,vn that they cou1d­
not be either tIle one or the other. Not deceivers, becaufe 
they had not the lean temptation to it. There was not 
onl}" Il0thing to gain by it, but they \\?ere obliged to fuf. 
fer the 10fs of all things fer their adherence to the Saviour. 
Poverty they muil: and did fuffer, during his life. time; 
and though, during a great part of his perfonal minifiry, 
tlle}1 hnd the favour of the people, )·et about the tinle, an(l 
ever after his crucifixion, when the apoftles came to ap­
pear upon the feene, continual reproach and univerfal 
feorn was their portion; the truth is, they feem to have 
been forced into the fervice, for a mixture of fear and u'n­
belief made them all forfake him and fly, \\'hen he came 
to his Iafi confliCt. Neither could they be enthufiafis, 
and themfelves under the power of delufion, for many rea­
fons. Their mailer \vas well kno\\'n to them, living \vith 
tlleln in a fiate of ttle mon intimate falniliarit,r. It \\ras 

not to a fingle faa that they bore tenimony , but-to a whole 
charaCter and life- His miracles alfo were all plain and 
Pllblic, and of fUC~l a nature" as that the deceit nll1ii: 
have been eafily perceive.d. But there is all0ther circum. 
fiance more powerful than any other, he profeffed to en· 
dow thefe his difciples with a power of working mira .. 
des themfelves. Now certainly in this they could not 
be de'ceived. A mZ.n may, by great flight 'Ilnd a,-klre1s, 
make me believe he ldoes a thing that he ca11not (1(.); l)ut 
to make me believe that I myfelf, through my \\ hole lite, 
and at a difiance from lliol, and even after 11is tleatll, 
can, and <.10 perform many things, which yet I llo fWt, 



is plainly mote tha.n improbible; it is literal1y impofii. 
ble. So jufi are tlu:fe remarks, that in fact. C\'tll the 
difciples of Chrifi themfeh-es, appear fo far from having 
Jaid any fcl~eme of dt:luilon, that they appear plainly, at 
firfl to ha\·c been under the fame prt-judices \\~ith the refl: 
of th~ Jews. They f~em e\-identIy to hz,ve expeCled him 
to appear as a tel) poral prince al1d c.onqueror; and pro­
bably their hope!; Df honor and offices in the kingd.)m 
wIlich Ile \~ as to e{labliill~ contributed. 3t firfi, in p&\rt" to 
their yiel(lillg to the evidence of his divine po\ver. This 
feems ttl llave llCeo tile import of the requefi of the mo­
ther of James and John, Co, Lord grant that thc1e my two 
"fons nlay fit," &c. as. alfc it feenls to have been the 
meaning of thi~ quellion, put to him by his dilciples in 
general. ACls. I. 6. l.ord wilt thou at this time TenOre 
, .. the kinhdonl to Ifrael ?', If this \\'as tl1e cafe, can any 
perIon believe the)~ \vere deceived? \\90uld not th~ difap­
Ilointmellt of their carllal expeClations ha\'e pro\'ol{ed 
them to forfake him. if they had not been brought under 
the po\\~er ot~ inwaal con\-ieion, fcom ,\~hat the}Y fa·-.- ~rJd 

beard? 
It is proper to rcrr:ark here upon the meafures; !. took 

to procllre reception to Ilis cloCtrine" that he fraw- .' .lis re· 
ligion totall}9 differ~nt in kind, and in principle" from all 
tIle lleathen religiol1S_ 

~rl)ey differed from one 4notller in tIle ol1jeCls of their 
\v-orfhip, alld in theil4 feveral rites, but they were a11 fup­
pofed to ~ confifient. There were, in different countries 
and even cities, different gods and different \vays of \vor­
ihip; l~erllaps alfo diifc!rent f"nlilies had various houle. 
hold ~oo~!s ill OIle citJ7; but the)~ ,\-'ere not fuppoftd to be 
deftruc1:i\7e of each others divillity; fo that it was eafy to 
intro~!!Jce the \vori!lip of a deity into an}'. place ill \vhtch 
it 11ad not beetl before. It ,,'as remarked of Athells by 
an aocient \vriter~ llecaufe of its readillefs to atlopt the 
worfhi? of every dh'inity ~ that it was hofpitable .ta the gods. 
But Chrifi on the contrary, in his religion equally oppofed 
tllem all, declaring tllat the go<!s 111ade \l·itll hanlis which 
tIle Gelltiles \voriliippe(J, \llere no gods. Tllis \vas lligll­
ly COllfonant to re3full, bccaufe 110 lie is of tIle truth j )·et 
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it would have been highiy impolitic in an imponor, anJ 
indeed WOl1U not readily h~~;e occurred to an impoRor. 
It is remarkable tillt I.ord Shaftibary has a:!lck~ll the 
(:hri!ti:lfl religic!l 0:1 this \~ery head: Ile c~mnlends the 
hea:hcl1 r~li~jon as of a foci:-~ble nature, whereas the Chrif. 
tiaJl is at'lhorrent from all others. Tllis fbe\\!ts how lnuch 
the great<!ll Inell may b~ made filly by prejudices; for 110-

tIling can be plainer, thart thlt whatever is a~cording to 
trllth, nlufl b~ oj)pofite to every falfehood.-'\Yhen \ve 
ptlt all tlleie tl1ings togetJler, ,\-itll t!le enJargements of 
whic!l tlley are Clp,\ble, ani} \vhie!1 will probably occur to 
moll of yon in hearing, they feem to take away all poili­
bility of fuppofingthe gofpel to be the produtt of an im. 
poftor. 

II I. The third genera! head of preiumptive evidence, 
contaitlS the CirCl.lmftances attending the ptlblication of 
the ~or~)el. lVlany of thefe are \\?orthy of oblervation) and 
we than find that, taking them fingly or coUetliveJy, they 
are- in general fuch as, fuppofing the gofpel to be true, 
greatly ilJuflrate the \vifdoOl of God in the choice of them; 
b!lt on the other fuppofition .. they were the mon unfavor­
able for procuring a reception, and caufing fuccefs to an 
impofior.-rrlle time of Chrift's apllearance is called ill 
fcripture the fulnefs of time.· This il1t.t~ed may be un­
derftood as only meaning the appointed time-that which 
had been fixed by the ancient prophecies. There are 
however many other refpeas, in which it mlY be calied 
the fulners of time. Tile ignorance and \\·ickellI1efs of 
the \\Torl(l l1ad come to a fulilleight. The remains of 
tr~dition for man}' ages continued to have fome effca, 
hut were by this time wholly obliterated by the inven. 
tiOilS of men. 

Tllere had alfo t,een full time to tT):- e~ery otl1er metllo··1 
of reformation; f~1 tllat tile inter\"ention of di\~ine pro\9i .. 
dence, accordinJ to the tdlimony of feveral ~eathen wri. 
tcrs, \vas btcotne llec~ fTary" \v"'hoc\"er viill look into the 
reafoning of (~\cero, "D~ nltura Deonlm," and llis other. 
moral, or theological difllutatlonSj ,viII have a \ger)" clear 
:In\l full COll\"il'lion, i10\\1 nlucll inen of the finetl: genius 
;md greatdl pen/;tratiot1, wert b!wildercd llpoa t!le n.lhjea 

\ T () 1.., I \~. T' 
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of rdigion. This very thioS! indml has been Ittomment"f. 
cd by rome judicious perfons for a m~n to Ja~isfy himSelf 
of the nectflity of Te,"elation in ~nenl, and if this is funy 
dOlle, the 3cceptallce of tbe Chrifti~ll religion 10110\\"s as a 
fpeed}" cOllftquenre. 

'Ve mily allo t..ike notice. that the world in g~neral at 
the time 01 C~irili"s appcarloce, w~s fitted in a mallner 
it never had been belon:, 'or fpRading the know'nJ~ of 
the truth with the greateR '~cility and fpeed. The Ro­
man EII)pire, which had riren RT'ldua))y, was t~n ~x­
tended in a m.flller Ol'er the \,"hole kl~O\\"ll world. Be­
fOte that tinle, t!le inlm~nf~ ntlmiler of fnl.lt, intkpen­
dent, and COlltmonJy hvtlil~ Ilat~s, rendereJ mutual ac­
cefs and intercourfe tar more difficult. It is tru~, before 
this, the Alr~~rlai) a!ld Pcrfian mO'l~rchits \\"~re of" roo-

• 

fidcrable extent, but neither tompar.ble to thi~ nor of allY 
lO!lg dUf'..ltivn. Bet now the nations being unitrd under 
Olle h~ad, it was ear, to carry the tidin~s of jal\~ation to 
the moll d:ftallt corner~ .... ~dd to th.s the iavcr.bJe cir ... 
~l.lll\{lance, that there \\'as peace over all the \\-oT)d ~t the 
time of Chriil's birth; a fit cnlbJenl of his ctllTaatr \~"ho 
was ti:~ Prince of Peace. It \~as alto ~}efiglled I'or an~'­
ther purpofe, that there .lli~ht be eafy leee:s and O)lpor­

tl)Jlit}~ to t~e .A~poft)es, to flilfil their conlnlijJion~ l\lark 
xvi. IS. " Gtl }'"e into ill the worl(J, " &c. ·fhe event 
fi)li~! corref;lOJ1(1c:<ll0 this prep~ration f'or it in pro\ridence; 
for it is illcretlible to tl!illk with \vl)at rapi(lit), the apo;'.;, .. -.s 
carri~{l tIle llalne of Chrifi throu~h the \\"or:d, a!ld hOlY 

earl)f tile ~oflki \'1 s preached to the 0101'i difiant nations. 
It is alto (lbi~rvable that \\'hen this pllrpoi"t: had been f~rved 
h)' it, the I)o\\~er 311d ~reatllefs of the Roman!; came to an 
el1(1. As {(lOll as the churcll ,,-as planted in different 
corners of the Roman Empire, that vall body, which had 
101lg l"\et:ra gro\\-ing to fllcll all enormous bulk, ,\t:ts nr1t 
rellt itlto t\\-O parts, anti thtll l)roken into inntlmerable 
fmaller divifiom.. 1'ake it therefore as a great defign of 
Pro\'idence-lhe time and circum fiances appear ~dmiTil­
bly to illullratc it. But on the other hand, \\·hat proba. 
btiit}, cOllld tlltre be, that a han(l~uJ of i!'i(er;~t(~ IneCh~tl1ics 
lhouid 1>: able to overthrow the whole fyRenl of Heath~n 
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t!leo1ogy~ that had continued fo long ~nd fp~ad fo wide i 
-:hat they fhou)(l think of doing this, in oppolition to the 
power of prin~c:s, the learning of philctophers, tlu: inter. 
elled policy of priells, and the ra~, and enthufiafm of a 
ddudal people! Strange indeed. that thele fuccefsful 
agents, fhouJd come e,·en from an obfcur~ corner~ and 
fron1 a n-ltion tt.~t was of all othe~ not merely l!efpifed, 
but execr-~ted and abhorml. That they flumE), notu-ith. 
fl~nding, fucceed by preaching the divinitj- of a crucified 
Imn, a I~a th~t carried in it the higheR idea of bafe:­
ne's .nd ignominy. Finally, th;at they fhould do this 
without the parade or form of worfhip to engage attenti. 
on; \\'ithout reerets or ml"fleties to excite veneration: 
bUi 0)- th: firnpJicity of that truth, \\9hich the \\'orldly man 
delpi!es, and the ftrianefs of that law which the flrlner 
hates. 

LEe T U R E \TI. 

, '11 E now come to the principal and direa evidences 
\' V fur the truth of the chriflian religion. This is of 

fuch a nature, as to be in itfelf full and conclufive; fa 
that if the faBs alluded to be true, the confequence is 
neceffdry and unavoidable. Prefumptive evidence is 
fometimes of ruch. nature, and carried fo far by the con­
currence of circ\im(lanc~~, as to produce even a clear and 
full conviction i yet it differs ia its lrind from the direB: 
conciufive proof.-A few cirCtllnfiances of probability rlo 
but little, they graduaHy rife in ftrenJ.!th by an addition 
to thl"ir number, but a direCt proof, though fin~le, if juft, 
fatisfic:s ,he mind In this view, the proof of the truth of 
the Chrifiian religion is the \\'orkin~ of miracles. A ru­
peroaturai power is the feal, or fanaion of a fuperllatural 
commiffion. Perhaps, however, as the Chriflian religion 
is the completion of one great fyftem, which began- te 



take place from the very fall of man, was I!r3.dually open. 
ed in fucceeding ages, and perfeCted by the incarnation 
of the Son of God, we may divide even this lingle proof 
into tYIO parts, the Olle cenfilling of the flllfiJling the pr~ 
phecies of the Old Tefiament. and the other of the mira.· 
cles performed by our Lord in the d3}'s of his t1cfh.­
Thele ultim,\tely refl UPOl1 the fame principle. for tile 
foreft:eing, alad the foretelling of events future and din.nt, 
is as reai a miracle, an(1 perhaps as fi.lly fatisf}-ing to the 
mint), as any other whatever. But before enterillg upon 
Ulefe t\\,.o feparate branches, it \\' ill he bell to begin \vith 
what is common t!) both, and coniider, I. '~nat is a 
miracle. 2. \yThat is its proper import in confiro13!ion 
of a (loCtrine, and the force of L'l~ proof. 

I. Then let us confider the queftion, ,\-hat is a nairacle ? 
Some' fay it is a re\-erfing, altering, or fi.fpen(lin~ the 
COllT!t: of nature, or its or(linary or general Ja\\-s. Sonle 
fay it is doing what is aoo\:e the power of a creature or a 
finite being-An(l {orne, that it is (loing ,,"hat is demon­
firabiy above the power of the immediate agent.-.~s to 
the firfi of thefe I would obfeT\·e~ that reverfing, aliering .. 
or fufpending the courfe of nature, is certainly a miracle; 
but tIle definition is not fufliciently conlprt!henfive, be­
caufe every miracle is not of that kind. Ffhe prediCting 
the recovery of a petfon in ficknefs \vith ': ecial circum. 
ftancts, as in the cafe ofHeztkiah,. or difcovering a know­
ledge of things difiant, as in the cafe of what our Saviour 
iai(l to Nathaniel, are as clearly ~nd evi(lentl~~ miracles, 
as any dODlinion over nature i befides it is not aJ\vays in 
our power to fay whether there is any controul or altera. 
tion of th~ laws of nature or not, as \~hen our Saviour 
fpoke to the winds and the fea~ and immediately there was 
Ilgreat calm; a fudden calm might have happened in the 
f;Otlrfe of things, and yet its following at that infiant car. 
rietl fu~h a conviCliotl with it, that the beholders inlmedi. 
ately ar.d juftJy laid, U Behold what nlaJlner of man is 
~, this," &c. -

ARainfi mifctt'Je&, under ttJis vie\\· of COn!rOllling tIle 
c:aurfe of ni\tur¢".-Lord Shaftfbury) with- his ufual vivacity, 
and at the fime lilllC,W.\~h his ufual'prejudice and partial. 
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itt has obje&d thus; u firall~," fays he~ CI to make the 
,; ;lteri.ag the courJ~ ot nature a mark of the Di\"init}· • 
•• \l·hen this is not to convincillS! anc fatisfying a proof tI 
" the bein~ and pertcttions of Gnd.. ,lS th~ t'rJcr and re· 
c, ~u:arity of the courfc of nature .. ~' BUl nothin~ em ~ 
more ~1uivocat and indeed difingenuou~ than this m~n­
ncr ot ipeaking; l~r;\s the firil con!1itution, anJ conft.ll!t 
prefcl"\-ation of the frame of nature) is 1 proof of the wjf­
d')m and power of its !\t~kcr, to an e~prefs ,-if:!ll:! intc.:r­
pofation in his own work, at his own lime,. and fOr his 
own great purpores~ is cerbinly a mon con\-incing proof 
or his power and prefence.. I lhew my power in my fami. 
ly .. by altering, as well as ~iving Illy commands; and 
my property in nl}: ground, b}- cuttin~ dO\\PJl a tree, ,,:hen 
1 have ufe for it in otber fervice, as wdl 3S hy rlanting it~ 
or pruning it. 

The fecond,definition of a m;ncle is, that it is doing 
",-bat is above the po\ver of an)~ finite being, and !he~tore 
ihews itfelf to be the finger of GOO. This, though very 
often adopted by writers, I th:rlk is Hable to great excep­
tions. 'Ve certaini.Y can hardly be thought capab!e of 
defining what is above the power of the finit~ creatnre,: 
and \vhat not. Creation is jufily reckonetl an incommu­
nicable po\\·er~ thOl~~h this is Olll}f a c()nrequenc~ from fe­

velatinn, and particularly from worfbip beingfounded upon 
creati~nt · and from this circumli~nce joined wi~h it, t:lat 
GOli \vill not give Ilis glory to anotller; bllt what 11O\\·ers 
God nlay Com!nllnicate to creatures, otller than this, \ve 
cannot fay, fuch as knowing the thoughts-perceiving 
things at a dinance-makin~ a man to do fo by private 
intimation or ex i)refIion-contrOtll!ll~ the elelnellts, and 
many otheis that ll1i~ht be mentioned ;-therdore I ap­
prehend it is the third ~ilat we rnurt rell upon as the true 
and genuine (lefiilitioIl of a miracle, ['c. \\1t)len it is evi­
den~ly abo\'e tIlt! natural po\\'er of tIle \:ifibJe agent, the 
perfon at \\·hole cOlnmand, at \\~hofe defire, or ill attefia. 
tion of whofe claim, it is wrou~ht. 1'his is tn. point up­
on \vhich \ve can moft eafil}· fatist:,~ (\urf~I,~es; and it is ~~ 
fure an evillence of divine authority, as if ,,·c could ccr­
~:\inly tell whether the thing r~·'.Xll~c'!d, cot!ld, C~· :.::.:!\.! n\.l~, 



be :ffi:aed br a finite po\\·er. It was from this that the . .. 
~\Ys conclud~d that our S~viour had the prcl~nce and ar-
itl30ce of God; " For no man can clo the miracles that 
a thou do!l, except God be ,,-jtll bim. J, 

,\~ c are no\\~ to confiiier what is the import of a mira. 
de, and of its eff~cl in confirmatioll of a doCtrine. Pro. 
digie~ and ~ionderful thin~s .. properly prove nothing at 
all~ e:tc:ept \\'h~n they are profdledly wrought in atteRati. 
00 of tome truth, or of fome claim of the perfonJwho does 
thc.-m.. 1~hey reft upon this fuppofition, that fuch a pow­
er ,-~ an evidence of a divine CO III m iffion, atld they are 
naturally expe8ed as the credentials of thofe who pretend 
a divine commiffion. The Jews, you fee, made the de­
mluu of Ollr Saviour, John~ vi .. 30. "'Vbat figo {hew. 
eft thou," &.c. and though !le fonletimes refufed to grati ... 
fy their malicious petulance or obflinate incredulity, yet 
ill general he appealed to his work5, as the jllft and proper 
tdiimonies ofhis divine commiffion, John x. 25 .. "l'he 
U works thCt.t I do," &:.c.. John xv. 14- u·1f I had not 
.~ done among them~" &c. l'here are fome who tell us 
tha.t a miracle in attell«tion of the trutll of a d08:rine, IlllJil: 

be confidered as a fanClion to it~ 0111y if tilis doCtrine is in 
itfelf ~redible, confonant to reafon, and worthy of belief. 
"rllote who reafon in tll!$ lnanl1er, fay, that fome doc~ 
trines are rocootf'ary or fo 1hocking to reafon, th:n no evi. 
tlence can be nlore piain, even \\~h~n a Dliracle is wrough~ 
thall t:1C evidel1ce of fuch d~rines being contrar)1t to the 
Illture and perfe8ions of God. But I look upon this man. 
ner of rea!oning to be very unjuft and inconclufive. It 
telllls in the reflilt to ret the rcafonings of men, indepen­
dent of rc\"elati~n, above t!le tellimony of God, and reve. 
lltion itfeU:-1'his fe~ms to be the dading theme, not 
only of infidels, but of pretended friends to revealed re­
l~gion, \\~ho are \vorie if pofllole tllail in6(~els thelnfel\:es .. 
It is eafy to fee that if this is the cafe, there can be no be· 
nefit received by revelation.-l\Iiracles are the only fane­
tion tllat can be given to a re\·elation.-Y C!t before there 
,,-i!l be a{ilnittecl, or fuffered to be hear(J, there reafoners 
t~ll us, thlt \\-e t!'ufl confi<ler th~ doCtrine itfelf, ,,-hether 
it is worthy ot God; and if they fhall be plea~ed to judge 
l!:a~ i~ is not) the miracles, and any other evidence that can 
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It will be raid by fome, that fometimes pretenfions not 
only to rc\'clation, but to miracles, are contradiCtory and 
defiruClive of each other. I admit t~ere may be fuch a 
fl!ppofition made, but I look upon it as a neceffary confe. 
quence of the wHilom of the divine government, that ho 
will not futler any of there things to be, without fufficient 
marks whereby an impartial enquirer may ditcover the 
diH'erellce. 1~llis was the cafe of Moles and" tIle magici­
ans in Egypt, they were fu{fered to perform many things 
fimilar to his nliracles, but flill the great .fuperiority was to 

be feen in his; and perhaps by the comparifons made be­
t\\'een them and the other, there ,vas the more evident de­
monflration of the finger of God. 'On this whole fuhject, 
and particularly the import of miracles as the proof of a 
doCtril1e, fee Bifhop Fleetwood's works.-Tliefe t\VO pre .. 
liminary points being difcufied, what remains may be 
flated· \\:ith the greater bre\rity, atld to the g:eater ativan­
t~ge. Tile mirdcles in behalf of the truth of the gofjlel 
Dla}' be divided, as h:nted al)()\'"e, into- two parts, the­
fulfillil1g the prophecies of tIle Old· Teflament, and the 
lniracles during Chrifl's perronal nlini(lry.~As to- the 
firft of there, nothing is more. plain than the faith of be­
lie\"ers being poin~ed from the earlieft age~ to a Saviour 
to come. From the firll promife that the fefu of the wo .. 
nlan fhou1d bruile the ferpeni's head, th'-ough an the after­
clifcoveries of the divine \viII, th~s ,vas manifefi, and in­
dee<.l nlore and more fnanifefi, as it dre\v nearLr to tile 
rulnefs of time. Their foreknowledge and foretelling of 
future e\'ents is one of tIle moft fatisfying kin(f of nlira. 
cles, and lean l;able to deceit.- Cllri!l \vas tl1ercfore tlle 
promiied feed-1"'he delire of all nations-The hope of 
Ifrael-1"lle })rophet tllat filOl.1ld conle in!o the \vorlc1. 
rrhat he dl111eare(1 at the tinle fixed in tIle ancient proplle. 
cies-t!Jat he arll\vere(l elll tIle cilaraaers or cleJeriI)tions 
of the ancient prophets, that he did this in a way fo pe .. 
~ul~ar tl,at he plaitll}" flllfilled tIlem, althotlgl1 not ill the 
way the mifiakes of the htler Jews made them expeCt 
froln flitl),' is clearly apparellt ; ail(l as I 11:l'.le fl(\.ted, tlll(ler 

the head of preflllllptive proof, their ha. :ng departed frofllt 
the genuine fp'rit of the promifes, and his appearing in a 
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\\'ay contrary to their ex pecbt inns, on1y reems to den: oy 
every fufpicion of fraud and imp~nure" Impoflure could 
not have been contiJ1UtJ an(1 h.)ndt:d llo\\"n through '0 nla ... 
ny ages. NothinR like this is to be feen, or has e\"er been 
beard of~ in the hiHory of mankind, and theretore Chrifl, 
as the l\fc:ffilS of the Jew:;, mufl give the mon fa'·oll!"a. 
ble recep~ion to Chri!l as the S:wiou;- of the world.· Here 
too W~ mi;;ht particul:u!y confidc:r the miracles Chrifl p~r. 
forln~,l ill the: dil}'s of }.is flt:lh. Them he appealed to as 
tIle evi(lt:nc~s of IltS (livine miffion. But after the renlarks 
that ha\'e been Inalle above, on the fubj!!Ct ablolutely con· 
fidered, it \\--ill not ~ nectffar)'" to extt!nd this part of it. 
1 only rem:lrk that his miracles were upon the plaineft fub. 
jec.ls-the winas---hea~in~ the fick-feeding the multitude 
..-...-raifillg the de~ld. The Phariiees foolifhly afked a fig!l 
fronl heaven. It had been much eafier to have rl~z~led 
their eyes \vith the appeardnce of fOlne extraordinary me· 
teor in the airy' regions, than to have given them the 
proofs \vhich he a~lual)y dicI.-1 do not flay to ilJufl'-'clto 
the tender and benevolent fubjeCt of many of his Dliracle • 

• 

LEe T U R E \TIt. 

• • 

'

X T E now proceed to the confequential prooFs of the 
I V truth of the Chrifiian religion, that is to fay, the 

circilmfiances that have ariren fince the coming of Chrill 
in the Sdh, afld his crucifixion on l\lount Calvary-. 
'I'hef.:! I fhall di\·ide into the following branches. I •. Its 
incredible progr~:s by the moIl unlikdy means-great ex. 

• S{'c Redder's demonnr~ltion of the ~i~ffiai. 
Vote 1\1. Q 



tent--4nd long continuance. 2. The ~at and valuable 
elfelts produced '-'y it. 3. rrhe vifible fulfilment of (crip­
ture prophecies. 

I . .Ltt us c.onfider its incredible progrefs. Immediate. 
Jy after Chrift's afcenfion his dHeiples Wtllt into diffc:rent 
parts of the world, and fpread the trutl} with a fuccefs ale 
together aftonifhillg. It is agreed, I believe, that in lefs 
than fifty y~ars the gOfpel was preacht'd and embraced 
tbroUL!hout the ,'aft extent of the R6uoan Empire.-This 
,rgument d~s not appedr in its full force, uilieis \\le con· 
fider by \Vb.lt means the effeCt was. proJuced. Ffhe appa­
rent inftruments were only a few fifhc:rmen of Gali!ee, 
without eitiler power or learning. Olle WOllkl think it 
quite incredible that any of them fhould ever th ;nk of form­
ing the dt:~gn~ Iiill more fo, that they fhouJd agrc:e in it ; 
for the}' wert: many and witllout a head; a!lcl that, though 
agreed, they fhould ca1TY it into execlltion. rrfiat l\'lillOS in 
Crete, and NUlna, at Rome, preft:fftd )aw~ivers and hea(ls 
of their peny inconfiderable tribes, Olould pretend inter. 
courfe witli the goJs, and procure reverence for their de. 
crees, or that they fhould fucceed in their littl~ dOl!linions 

" for a \-er1' fllort time, is not ,volld~rfu). But that fuch pC!r. 
fons as ~:!a~ :hew the Publican and his companions, . fhould 
form a defign of fllbvertin~ tIle \\~hole of tile oJ(l rtligion, 
and introducing tIle new ~ and fllCCee(1 ill ir, is altogether a· 
ftonifhing. The wonder incrcafes when we confider that 
there mell ,,1ere not united under any (vftem of gO\'trn. 
)nent among themfe1ves, furthc::r than t~eir principles of 
obedience to their M:lfler, who Ill() left the ~,'orld. Tilere 
was not any of them \\:110 claimed, or pofidftd fuperiori­
ty over the reft. They were feparated from one another 
~ithou.t any profpeCl: of ever nlt~etin~ a~ain on earth.­
Yet that they fhould agree in their doctrine, and propa­
gate one religion, and that their f(·parJte writings fllould 
be the )larll10nious all(} concor(lant fum 811(1 flaI1(!~r(1 ot' 
that reilgion, is not to be accounted for without the pow­
er and itlfluence of that ProvicleJ1Ct wllich is over all the 
earth .. It is not to be omitted here, that they obtained 
this fuccefs .by rreacl~jn~ the cli.vini,ty of a man \v.11o had 
been crucified, the Dloll <?ui:us and contemptible idea 
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that cou),) be prefc:nte 1 to th~ hl11D10 loin 1. One woul(l 
hav~ tllOll~bt tha~ lS fl)On as Cilrill was crllcilied, it ,,·oul<l 
at once Ila\'C plat an ell.] to all further reljlect 311d attellti. 
on to him. This it is moll likely his ene'nic:s, ,he higb­
prieils a:ld Pilarilec:s, thought themfelvts qUite certain of, 
Wllich matle tilenl fo illtent upan Ilis crucifixioll. I can. 
not hdp obterving, that fome judicious CO!Rtnentators 
ha\·e illlagine{1 thdt tilt! D~vilt ttl~ gr~,lt c:oe"l\' of Ill&1n. 

kind, fuppofed the fcllile thin~. He, tho 1~'1 acqinin!ed hI 
general \\'ith the end of the Sa.viour's miffioll, yet certain­
iy WdS not acquainted with every part of the defi~n of in. 
finite witCiotn, atld thought, ifhe prevailed to have CilriR 
rejeCted by the Jews, judged, condemned and crucifit.-d 
by the R')mans, he fhould entirely d~feat the defi~n. rChey 
fuppof~ this to be the mealling of his triumphing over 
princip.llities and powers, making a fu.:w of them on his 
crofs, anti by d~3tll cleilroying thenl that h~ci the power 
of d~ath .. tllat is the D.;vil. I Inuft further obfcrve, that the 
whole (loarin~ of Chrifl is moll direCl:!y oppofc:d to human 
prid~; fo mach fo injeed, that after it is embl"lced, and 
th~re is a general profdiioi1 of it ill any place, a worldly 
fpirit is never at e"fe en(l:!avoring to corrupt and alter it. 
1 thall add but one cirCtlmftance more. rrhe gofpel·waa 
thell fUCCf lsful, notwitllfianding the greatefl and mon via. 

. lent oppoittion Inacle to it from every quarter. ~rhe hea .. 
tIlell religions, as obferve(l formerly, were not fuppofeu to 
be nlutually repllgnlnt, and di(l not contend with one allO .. 

ther; but they all COlltelldeu with the gofpel, which vIas 
indeed their common t:nemy. rrhe molt violent p~rfe­
CUtiOflS were raif~{l again'} ttle Cilrifiialls tllroughotlt all 
the ROlnan empire. rl"le plliiofophers alld learntcl nlen~ 
\V~lO hacl never conten(I~J \vith tht! popular religion, all 
unite,i tlleir force agdillit tile Cllrilliall religion. Y ~t the 
divine wifi.lom defeated the counfel of the wife, and brought 
to nougllt the underl1an(liIlg of the: prudent; that no flc:lh 
nlight glory in his prelellce. I mull more particularly 
oblt!rve that Julian the .,\poltate, wh~ was not only tho 
motl inveterate, but alio the moll wit~ and able enemy 
that ever- fet hilnfclf in 0I)po(itioll to the Chriflian faitll, 
tried to a[oLult it ia ev\;ry way tbat coulJ be thouoht or. 
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he fouo(i that cruelty an~J violence \\'o\!Jd not do; then 
4 

he tried rt preach aad public fhame. He encouraged. the 
philo!ophers hy his killllnd~ and affificd them by his wri. 
tin~ I, an I; d~ed he carriet) on his ol>pofiiioll \\'i,h fo Dluch 
sea; that be even attemptc:<l the reforlnation of the pa~an 
re);g;on, by infilling 011 the heathen priells imitatin~ the 
Chriiiialls III their Inortified carriage, and the charitclble 
care of the poor. But aU would not do, and he himfelf 
by the circulnflances of his death, pro\1Ped one of th~ J!reat. 
eft Jne:lns of fpreading th:: triumphs of the gofpd. 'Vhen 
all thelC cir(:uolftances, with the enlNr~en1fnts of ,,'bich 
they are c~pable, are takell together, tile fllccefs of th~ 
gofpel is a very powerful evidence orits ,livine crigina1, fo 
that we may ,,'ell fay, as tile apofilc: did, " fo mil;htily grew 
the " 1tord of GOtl and prevailed." 

II. rrhe fecond thing to be conii<lered is the great and 
valuable eifeas produced b}' the gofi>eJ. 1'h ere is the 
greater reafcn to infift upon this part of the f i!bjt:fi that 
enemies have fhewed a great iodination to> deny or olif. 
reprefc:nt them. I anl however perfuaded that on- a fair 
at~d catldid examination, the effeCts of the gorp~l \\1t iJI ap­
pear to be truly great, and truly e~tenfh·e. rfhe effe8s 
of the gofpc:1 may be cpnfidered in t\\-O vit\\~s, as prodllcing 
kno\vJe(J~e and prcl8ice. No\\· (lid not the gofpe1 itltro­
duce rome kno\,)ecIge in religion? \VllOe\~~r \vi:l compare 
the fyflem of reli~ious belief whirh prt:vailed before, with 
that which took place after the publication of the gofpd, will 
fee the ~Teat excellellce and virtue of that clifpenfatioll. 
Such \\·"as the po\\·er of di\,· .! ligllt that it act!;aJly ill 

a {hort time hanifiled the ~bfi.lr~ poly the if in and idola­
try of the heathen nations. So compleat was the viCtory 
that it never has again dared to lift IIp its bead. The 
enemies of religion are not now to be iiripped of Veous 
and Bacchus and the whole catalogue of thofe fidious 
dt:itie~, the \\'OrOl~}J t:"f ;.l'nlll, \\~ hile it clainlecl to be re· 
ligion, was nothing (::~t .. ~~fcil)jine of ignorance, vice allo 
jill purity. t}'ne only kllo\\'le(lge of religioJl \vhich \\'as 
e>fvalue among the ancients was the remains of trlldition 
from the l)atriarchial age, and whate\'~r now deferves th;it 
• . 

\ . 
. 



name is borrowed from the ~orpel. It \\·~s an early re­
Ra:'\rk of the Chrifiiln ar,aJogifis, tflat the gofpel llau put 
to fii~!lCe the heatht!ll Or4(;)~S. 

On this head it is parlicll1arly remarkahle, that the 
kn\.l\\·I~d.:!e of religioll \\,ilich is the fruit of tIle gofllel, is 
the acqul!ltion of the multitude. There was fomething 
of tllis lnelltionec) fornl~rly in anoti.er \~iew. Jt (it!fer\-es 
howcvervept:cltt:d 1l00i,-e" that the gofpel was pre:tched to 
the poor and brou~ht ii~ht" not to particular men, but to 
manki,nd ill general. .-\ Ineci1anic or peafant, il1f!ruCled 
in the orades of truth, has now more jull and conflUent 
notiol1S of God, his perteaions, his )a\\·s~ his P~ovidence, 
than the moll renowIlell philofollhers !)f an('!ent tiIlles. 

It is oblerved b}1 fome \\'hen on th~~ fubj~a, that the 
gofpel has intrroHced the greatdl improvements of human 
as well as llivine kO<1\vJedge; not but t!1at thofe arts \vhich 
depend entirely upon the exertion of human talents and 
powers, were carried to as great perfefiion before, as fince 
the comiilg of CJlrifl, in the heathen as ill the Cllrifiian 
lvorlcl, fuch as poetry, pai!ltillg, fiatuary, &.c. But natural 
knowledge, or the kno\vledge of tIle conflitution and 
courfe of nature, began \'iith, and increafed by religious 
light; all the theories of the ancients" as to the formation 
an(i prefervatioll of tIle eartll and Ilea \'ens \\"ere chiJdilh 
and trifling. F rom revelation we learn the fimple account 
of the creatioll of all thillgS out of notllillg. by the omnipo. 
tetlce of God; and perhaps tllere are few tllings more 
deliglltful, than to obferve that the latefl dilcoveries in phi­
lofol)llY, Ila\le ne\ger flle\\~ll us any thing but \\'!llt is Iler. 
fetily confillent \vith the fcripture dot\:ritle al1(1 hiliory. 
There is OIle nlollc:rll clafs or fea of (iivines, \V}10 affirm 
t11at all hUlnan fcience is to be fOl!ncl ill the Bible-Ilatural 
phi:ofophy, aflroaomy, chronology.-This I am afraid is 
going too far: but 1 think it had not been romble for any 
writer or writers in the age of the I:"lcred penmen, to have 
wrote fo rouell on tlle creation of tl:.e \\·orll1, allcl its llif. 
tory fince that; \vithout 1)ciI1g. gtll 1 t}' of al):ll f(li lics a 11(1 

contradictions; unlefs they h~Hl bcc'n unt1cr the dirctlicll 
of an iufallible guide, 
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The next branch of this heal} is. to confider the efFc:as 
of the tofpel, as to praCtice. Ilere I think, the 6rU thing 
is to confider the manifefl tendency and profeffed aim of 
the gofpel itfc:JI~ ant) its effc:Bs on thore: who truly lklieve 
it, an (I live according to it. The temper anll charatler 
of ruclt will appear to be trn]y admir-dble, and the morc 
fo upon a very firitt and critical exanlination, if \\·e con· 
fid:r the nob!entfs of their principles, the firian:.:~s, regu­
larity t an~l univerfality t'f their pratlice, the uf~fulnefs and 
happy efft:tls of their con,ierf.tion .. --A Chrillian's heart is 
poficffC!d by the Jove of Goel, and his \\-ill ful)jeEted to the 
order of his pro\·idence. 1\ioc)t:ration anc} fc:Jf <lenia} is his 
rule! witll refpet\: to hinlf~lf: all(l unfeignell goatl-wi)), 
proved by aClive beneficence, with rega,d to ~thc:rs. Nor 
is tllis at all matter of nlere theory-it is certail,)Y nlattc:r 
of experience; nay, its influence hath beel), as it ought 
to be, powerful in gaining the affent of others to the truth 
of tIle dvClrine. Tile vifible and enlinent piety of the 
firft minillers of the Nt:\v Tefialnent. all(l the earlit!fl COI1-

verts, had the greaten effeCt in procuring reception to the 
principle that produced them. rrhe general integrity of 
their lives, aocl the eminent appearance ill fome of thtm 
of tile illufirious virtlleCl, charity, iortitulle allu p.ltience, 
was \vhat fulxlued alloppofition. 

The heathens fometimes reproached one anotl1er l)y 
the comparifon, faying~ fc:e how thefe Chrifiians love one 
"another; ho\v honorable \vas it, \\-hell Olle of tIle apologifls 
(Laaant~'Js) was able to fa}', give me a n13n \vhois wrath­
ful, n1alicious, revengeful, and witll a fe,,,· \\'ords of God 
I \\1ill Illake hinl calm as a laml.,: give me one tllat is a 
covetous, niggardly mifer, alld I w"ill ~ive you hinl again, 
lil1eral J bOUlltiful, arld dealing out of llis 111011e}' l1Y llands­
ful: give me one that is fearf~ll of pain and of delth. 
and immediately, he fhall defpife racks, and croITes, and 
the mon: dreadful })unifllments }'OU can Inverlt. 

If we \vere to nlak~ a cot'hparilon bet\\'een part;cullrs, 
I apprehend tIle a(l\'al1tage WQul<l appear very jull; but 
it is ufual to {late the COllll)arifon, not \vitI1 regard to tllofc 
that are truly religious, l)llt to take it from tIle general con­
duel of tho!':.: who pr:)it.:fs the gofpel. I am not lure that 

I 
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any compariron is jufi hut between ~al bdievers and 
otllcrs. IIo,,'c\'cr, we may make it both \,·a}"s, and f~e 
how it w:B turn out. Compare the piety, humility" cha­
rit\,9, an(i attive .:eal of a rea! Chri(lian~ ,,:itii the Inoll 
nriking charatlers of ancient t:~les" and the ~~at fupe. 
riority of lhe 6rft will appear. Not only fottifh idolatry. 
but luft, pride, ofientation" will appear to tarnifh many 
of the lall in a remarkable degree. But even with regard 
to mere proteffion t there is reafon to fay, tha:. the manners 
of men are grea~ly improvt\.i, even where they are not 
lanai lied. 

He \vho will confider with attention fhe manr:ers of 
ancient nations, will fee great reafon to abate of that ve· 
neration \vhich his reading their exploits, as r~corded by 
writers of emillence, nla}F fonletin1es lead him into. 
There are perfans to be found of fuch barbarity-in many 
inftances prevailing through a nation-the cufiom of ex. 
poling' their children-and in tIle cafe of fome, there \val 

Juch feroc;ty and cruelty, eitller 1)lundering their ene· 
mies, or ff!lling them for {laves-in racking cities-as 
\vouJd make a perion of any humanity, filudder ill rea(ling 
them. Rollin's chara :ter of the ancieRt Spartans, and 
Prdident Goguet's account of the m:lnllers in ~eneral of 
thl! ancient ages, may give fome conception of this mat 
t~r., 

LECTURE \TIlI. 

T IlE tl.ird branch of tl.is head, is tIle fulfilling of 
fcriptllre prophecies. r}'I)is is an ar~l1"lellt \~er}· 

fdtisfying to the mind, and which might be illufirated hy 
a great variety of exal11ples. rrhe Old 1~efiametlt pro­
phecies I have Ilad oceanoll to confiller in a former part 
of the fubjcCl, and {hall not now refume, further than by 
makillg tllis obfcrvatlon, that there are fOlne prophecies 
here, which not only had their completion in ChriH, but 
,ontinue to be fulfilled in the prefe,nt nate of the world. 
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Some entertaining peculiarities of this kind m:ty he feen 
in feveral \Vriters upon the partition of the earth1 and the 
manner of its being peopled. In Delany's R;.;vehtion 
examined with randor, there are fome thin~s \\'ell \\'or .. 
thy of the attention of a judicious and critical reader. 
Take one example, he mentions the prophecy of lfhmael .. 
" His hand fhall lle againfi ever}- man, ancl every man's 
" hand againfi hinl, and he thall d"~cll in the preit:nce of 
" all his brethren." He fays that this prophec}' is fulfill. 
ing at this time as well as "formerly; that the poHerity of 
IfhmaeJ. ~\Iho fettled in Arabia, are the ,,-ild l\rabs, a 
people that are in a fiate of oppofition to a11 the neigh. 
boring nati~ms; that they never were fubdued by any 
of the different princes dial obtained dominion in differ. 
ent ages in tl10fe countries, alld cOlltinue unconnetltd 
ancl unfubduf(! to this da}T. 

But one of th~ clliefefi infiances \\re have to take notice 
of, on the fubject of fcripture piophecits~ is the binory 
and prefent nate of the Jewith Nation. Ffhe defiruCtion 
of the city and temple of Jerufalem, was prophefied of 
by our Saviollr, in a nlanner fo difiillCl: and 10 particular, 
that it is not eafy to imagine any thing to exceed it. ,\Vith 
regard to the temple in particular, he faid that there 
fhou)(l not remain one ilone llpon another that filOllld not 
be thro\vn do\vn. He -rlefcrit1es the extreme rnifery of 
the people when Jerufalem fhould be compafftd about 
\\1ith arnJies .. al1d he fixes tIle time in the nloft precife 
manller, tllat tl1at generation fllOllld 110t pafs alva)"~ till all 
\vas fl.llfillt(l; an(l finally, 11e \varns his o\vn difciples, 
when certain figns al:peared" to fly for taftty. The reali. 
ty of thoft prophecies, from tb~ time in which they hap. 
pened ancl tllefacls \\?itll \\~hich they \vere conneCttd, is 
10 well ellablifi1ed, as net to be eafily capable of contra .. 
(iiCtion. Alld \Vllen \l:e conlpare tIle eve11t witll them it 
is truly aflonifhing; as the guilt of that ptople \\'3S very 
great, fo tIlt! jlldgmerltz 011 tl1cm \vere tIle moil figlla1, ter. 
"ribIe, and laiiing, that were ever infl th:d on any nation. 

Their own ~\ifiorian (Jofcphus) gives fuch an account 
of the miferies of the fitge, as is pa;nful and fhocking to 
read;, at tile fame tilne the COIlttntions \vitllill the walls, 
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and the unrelenting fury with which ~hey were animat~ 
one ag linn ano:h~r, makes it impol1ible to confider thenl 
in auy other light, than as a btinded and uefc:rted people. 
Another circumilance alfo well wortllY of attention is, 
that as they had crucified the Saviour, and were particu­
larly ddirous to have that punifhment, which was not a 
Jewifh but a Roman one, illfti8ed upon him; fo in the 
co~rre of that liege they were crucified round their own 
\\·31 Is, in ftlCh vaft numbers that they wanted wood to 
make cro{fes to hang them on; all this too was done lIn· 

der the command of Titus \r cfpafian, one of the mildeR: 
men that ever commanded an army-fo that the fupreme 
order of Providence feemed to be forcing into its own fcr. 
vice, every apparent inflrumcnt. It;, well kno\vn th.!t 
Titus, far from intending the deftru8ion of the temple. 
had the utlnofl folicitude to have preferved it, but all 
was to no purpofe, for God had raid it fhouJd be defiroy­
ed. To add no more upon this head, the Chrifiians in 
general, by attending to their maner's prediaions and 
following his advice, were preferved from the calamity. 

Befide the deftru8.ion of the polite city and temple of 
Jerufalem, the Jews themfelves, as a nation, continue 
a ftanding proof of the Scripture prophecies. Their con· 
tinuing a feparate people, notwithfianding their difperfion 
through "II the earth for above 1700 )'ear5, anc1 not mix­
illg with otller nations, is an event quite finp.ular, that 
never happened in any other caf~; fo that it appears quite 
.fupernatural, as if they were prepared by the providence 
of God to prove the truth of the Meffiah, and to wc\it till 
their converfion {hall crown tile work, and be, ~s the 
fcripture fays, U life from the dead." 

The other prophecies in the New Tefiament. in their 
accompJifllment in tIle courfe of Providence, do alfo af. 
ford muell entcrtainlnent and infirllclion to a r~rious mind. 
They are principally contained in the Revelations of St. 
John the Divine. Ifhall only now take ~otice of one, viz. 
anti.chrilt. or the man of fin, defcribed in :lei Thef. 2, 3-
" Who oppofeth and exalteth himfdf againfi all that is 
IS called God," ~c. The protefiant writers, very genc~ 

VOL. XV. H 
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rally fuppof~ that tl. ~ Pope and Roman Catholic fynem 
of fuperfiition are tht. ,\lti.chrjft proph~fied of, and indeed 
they feern very much h. quadrate with the defcription.­
The fetting in the temple Qf God, and fhewing himfelf 
that he is God, correfponds ft.:rprifingly \vith the extrava­
gant pretentions to infallibility in that church, and the ex­
ceffive fecular power and profit which it is illtended to 
bring to the prieft-hood. Ffhe account in the Revelation 
of kings and princes, giving their power and honor to f'r; 
Bean, and no man being allowed to buy and fell,but th',ie 
who had the mark of the BeaR, correfponds exaftly to file 
arrangements nlade by the Popifh fiates for many ages .. to 
the ufllrped dominioll, and to that tyranny over COD. 

fdence, which was every where exercifed. The defcrip:. 
tion of myfiical Babylon, in the 17th of the Revelations, 
fcems in all refpeCts to quadrate with the city of Rome .. 
The feven heads are faid to be feven mountains on \\,hich 
the woman fitteth, and in the clore of the chapter, it is faid 
"and the woman whom thou fawen, is that great. city, 
"" ~hat reigneth over the kings of the earth." To all this 
you may add that part of the defcription, that file was 
~drunken with the blood of the Saints, which was fo emi. 
nently flllfilled in the dreadful perfecutions for confcience 
fake, ,vhich were diCtated by the anti-chrifiian fpirit, and 
carried 00 in the anti.chrifiian flates. To fillifh this pa ... 
ral1el, the two witneffes who prophefied in"rack-clotb, are 
fuppofed to be thofe, who never received the Romifh rn­
perftitions, the \Valdenfes and the Albigenfes in the Pied. 
montefe vallies; by the hifiory of whom it appears, that 
their faith ancl ,,\rorfhip had been the fanle that it was from 
the lleginnillg, and the fame that was received and em­
braced at the reformation. This remarkable period is fup­
poCed to be painted in the deadly "wound given to the 
bean, notwithflanding whicll it did li,re, arid in the' ten 
Ilorns, \vhicl11l10ul(} hate the whore arId make her (lefolate, 
al1d eat her flefh, and burn her ·with fire. 

After this account, I n1l1fi obferve that tIlere are'rome 
proteflantwriters;who have not fallen in with the fcherne of 
makillg the Pope to be the anti.chrifi defcribed in the Netv 
Tefiament; and as the apofile fays, there are many anti .. 
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dlrifts, fo thefe perfons fay there is an anti-cbrillian fpi­
rit in every r:hurch, or the corrupt part confiantly in 
oppofition to the found-truth firiving with error, and 
pride with the meeknefs of the gof~l. If this is admitted, 
the Roman Catholif t:l-turch may flill be confidered as 
the fcene of anti-chrilm1o ufurpation, And it fhould I'llt 
4t1l others upon their guarJ, left they in any degree par­
take of the fin, ang fo expOl~~ themfdves to the judgment 
of the .great whore. I fhall only add, that there is a 
late opinion advanced by ],fre Glats and S , which, 
fo far as I know, was never thought of before the fe, viz~ 
that all efiablifhed church is anti-chrift, that whatever has 
the approbation and authority of the civil government 
in any flate interpofed in its behalf, not only may, but 
nluft be contrary to the gofpel. rrhis is certainly carry. 
ing matters to excefs, as is ufual with interefted perfons, 
incenf~d with what they fuppofe to be injurious treatment. 
lvlr. Glafs being caft out of the eftablifhed church of Scot. 
land, and perhaps by an unnece[ary firetch of power, 
fell into this refentful opinion; fo that I do not fee how this 
fentilnent c?n be fupporteJ, either from fcripture or rea. -
fon, as it would ieem to make it impoffihle for the king­
doms of this world to becom~ the kingdoms of our Lord 
and his Chrift: or for kings to become nurfing fathers, 
and queens nurfing mothers to the church; but fo far I 
fhall readily admit, that an intolerant eftablilhment, and 
all tyranny over the confcience, partakes of an anti.chriC- . 
tian fpirit. 

It will now be time to confider a little, the objeaion~ 
againft the Chriftian reli6ion. It is eafy to fee, that there 
mull: be in every infidel writer, particular cavils and ex­
ceptions, which are fo nllmerous, and fo various, that it 
would be in vain to attem~pt to mention them; but there 
are.fomegeneral exceptions, which are to be found in all . 
their writings, and on which they infill moft that it win be 
proper to take notice of. Two of thefe have indeed alrea­
dy been taken notice of, as they fell in the way, viz. That 
rearon.is a fufficient guide to truth and happinefs ar.d there­
fore.revelation.is.unneceflary i: anq thal· miracles are i~ . 
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poffihle, and incredible. Thofc I pars with what -has been 
faid on them ahov~. 

A 3d. Ol~t:aion which ufed to be very much infified 
upon. is the wdnt of univc:rfality. If the ChriUian reve· 
lation was nectffary, why was it not given in its full ex· 
tellt, fron) th~ begili.nill~ of the world, alld fprea(l throllgh 
all natiolls? why \vas tile world in genera), fo long left 
in dclrkllcls ? and at this time, why are there fuch vaft 
regiol)5, and ruch multitudes of people, that are with. 
cut the light of the gofpel? Many difr~rent anfwers have 
~en J!iven to this ohje8ion; fome fht"wing the extent 
~o Wl1ich the ~ofpel has been carried; fome fhe\ving that 
the mercy of God through Chrifi will extend to aU na .. 
t:OO$, in proportion to the improvement of the rneafure of 
ligllt afforded thenl: But I apprc:hend there is a mucb 
more: eafy and fcltisfying aniwer to be given to it~ which 
Is th is. that the ohjeCl~on proceeds from a groundlers pre. 
fumption that we are to judge of all the divine proceed. 
ings, and find fault with them. bt:caule they do not exaclly 
follow the rules which we fhould have prc;fcribed.-It mili. 
tates equally againfl natural and revealt:d reli~ion.~It 
may as well be aiked, why is not every reptile a -man j 

and every man all angel? why is not every creature as 
happy as he poffibJy could have been made? Nature and 
Providence is full of infiruCtive analogy upon this fubjeft. 
,","hy was not the earth peopled as early and as fully as 
poffihle? Why were the van tra8-s of fruitful land in 
AnltricClI fu1fered for fo Inany ages to be a wilr] forefi, ·'in. 
habited by wolves and tigers, and a tew m~n almoft as 
fierce as they ? Nay. we may go much further, and alk, why 
was Of)t the wor!(J, wl1ich appears to be only near 6000 

~ars old. created millions of years before that period ? 
The true and proper anfw~r to every ruch quefiion is, to 
rerolve it into tlle fovereignty of Go(l-he hath a right to 
beftow his mercles\ in the time, manner and meafllre~ that 
feem gQOO unto himftlt: With r~gard to the difficulty 
about creation, fonle have attempted to affume a necdfity, 
that overy thlllg is nectffary to tIle gOO() of the whole; and 
{o a worm in its place is as neceffary as an angel ; and one 
~riter baG attempted to prove2 that the world could not 
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have been ereated any (ooner; hecaufe, though it were 
now a million of years old, illflead of 6000, the queflion 
,,'ould fiill remain: but thi5 is only wdding be}·oll(1 our 
depth, and ufing words to which if we affix any precife, it 
mull be allowed~ we have 110t a complete or adequate idea. 
~7ith rc:fpefl to the time of the publication, and the extent 
of the progrefs of gofpel light, or even the numbers that 
are benefitted by it, I \yould fay, "t:ven fo Father, for fo it 
feemed good in thy fight;" and I would particularly ob. 
ferve, that Rclling this as an objt!c\ion againfl the truth of 
the g~rpe), is forgetting the great and fundamental doc. 
tr;ne of the gofpel, that all men arc: onder fin, and liable 
to the divine wrat~; and that fenclillg Chrift into the 
world, is an af\: of free an~t fovereign grace. If tht=re­
fore, it be really mercy to tl10ft: that are javed, no objc:c­
tion can be brought agail1fl it from the numlkr of circum­
fiances of thole that perilh. 

4th. Another great obje8ion againft Chrifiianity is, .• that 
it introduced into the world perfecutioll for confcience 
jake, which was before unknown~ This is an argumel~t 
on \vhich infidels delight to enlar~e. The fierce cOlltelis 
that have been upon the fubjea of religion. and the mauy 
who have died in the fidd, an.d been brought to a fcafl"old 
or flake, on religious accounts, have beet) fet fortll in all 
the force of language. There is no argument ufed by in­
fidels thclt I thillk may be more eafily refllted, or rather 
indeed, be efFc:8ua.lly turned againll themfelves than this. 
In the fjrn place it is a plain accc'nplifhtnent of our Sa­
viour's prediClioll, " think not I am conlC to ft:ll() peace 
" on the earth." Now if this never happened before IIp<'n 
a rdigious account, which the arguna~ut fuppofcs. ty 
what means fhould he forcfee it, but by a prctern,ttlll al 
kno\vledge ? But after \ve 1},lVe gOlle :11!IS tar, \\'e are 
ftill to obferve~ that the Chriflian religion in no ot:kr way 
introduced perfecution for confcic:nce fakt>, than by fuf· 
fering, not infliCting it. It was pertcc'Jtt:d by Je~s and 
-Gentiles with unrelentin~ fury, jor 300 years aitt:r the: 
comil.lg of Chrift in the fldh. J s tbCfe any body that 
opens the Bible, that does not fee tl1:1t perfc:cution =s not 
taug.ht there: It will be raid that in ailer ages~ Chri[ ... 



lians perfecuted ChriDians, with as much rage as tIle 
Heathen e\'er did. I anfwer if that matter be carefully 
looked into, it will be found, that it \?as the fpirit of the 
world that perfecuted the meek believers in ehrin, in 
every age. There is a remark of a certain writer that the 
perfecution carried on againft the Proteftants in } rance, 
was not by bigots and thore under the power of fuperfii­
tion; but by thole whv ~~ere low in their principles, and 
had no religion of any kind. But this is not fo great a 
rarity as he imagined, for it is but fddom that perfons 
\\1"ho are much in earneft about religion themielves, are 
concerned in oppofing others; at any rate, it is manifefl 
that none can ra{bly judge, much lefs perfecute others, 
if they attend to the dofuine of the gofpel. 

LEe T URE DC. 

Of tlte Doctrint of the :r Tinity. 

IT feerns highly necefi"ary, that Students' of Divinity, 
1hould give particular attention to this fubjea, as it 

relates to the very nature of the true God who is the objeCt 
of our worfhip and truft. Indeed, as it is fo nearly con­
neCted with the doflrine of redemption, its importance is 
apparent. 'Ve cannot form juft notions, and indeed hardly . 
any, of the fatisfaClion of Chrift, without being explicit 
upon this head. Let us firft endeavor to nate, briefly and 
dearly as poffible, what the fcriptures teach us 1.0 believe ; 
on the fubjea, as fummed up in the Protef1:ant confeffion. 
diflinguifhing it from oppofite errors, and afterwards . 
give a fuccinCt vicw of the proofs. The doCtrine may be · 
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brieOy rummed in two branches (I) lira the unity of the 
divine: nature (1) the trinity of perron in the divine er. 
fe11ce. 

Firft, The unity of the divine n:ature.---.·fhat there is 
but one God, infinite, eternal, unchangeable, indivifible. 
The unity of the God-head is greatly infifted on in rcrip­
ture. It feems to have been the capital article of revea!. 
ed truth unde!' the Old Tefiament Difpenfation, in op. 
pofition to the ,·anities of the gentiles. The lirft com .. 
Mlndnlent of the decalogue is, ,: Thou fhalt Illve no ott: 1-­

" go~Js before me.," and again Deut. vi. 4. "Hear 0 Ifraet 
" the Lord our God, is one Lord." The glory of G(xi 
is particularly atferterl upon this fuhjetl, that he will not 
give his glory to another nor his praife to graven images. 
The unity of God feems to be the gran(l article of natural 
religion, clearly fupported by rearon from the impofilbili ty 
of fuppofing infinite perfeClion to refide in more th::n 
one fubjeCt, as well as from tIle harmon}' and Ullity of tIle 
defign that appears in the univeriaJ fYfiem. This part uf 
the fubje8: ruffers no difficulty which arifes from the acd. 
lion of the other particular from revelation, viz. (2.) tl13t :~n 
this unity of the divine natur~, and in a perfea confifiency 
with it, there is a threefold difiinCtic)n. III other \vords, 
there i~ the mott perfea fimplicity and unity of nature, 
and yet in the mode of exiftence a plurality. \Ve call it 
in Englifh tllree, perfons in the Gcdhead. TIle ancient 
fathers ufecl to call it in greek treis upostaseis. It WOllld 

be wrong to contend tllat eitller of thefe gives a full an<l 
adequate idea of it, becaufe indeed it is incomprehenfible. 
For in the language of infpiration, it is faid to be the Fl­
ther, the 'Vord or the Son, and the Holy Ghofi or Spirit. 
As foon as men began to difpute upon the fubjeCt, and 
exercife their reafon, imagination, or inv'ention upon a 
matter of mere revelation (as was foon done, by the mix. 
ture of platonic philofophy with the fiudy ofthe fcripturcs) 
they fell into various oppofite errors, \vhich ho\ve\'er \vere 
all of them conftantly condemned and oppofed by the 
co~rent uf orthodox \\'riters. Some fai,) tllere \'ras n(' 
dillinction at all, in the divine being, only he was repre. 
ftnted in different lights, and made known by different 
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names, as Banding in different relations to tIs. Sabel .. 
Jius, I believe \vas the lirf! author of this (Iearine, and they 
were afterwards called from bim Sahellians, and fom~. 
times Patropaffians, from the confequence of that d08rine, 
that the }t'atoer as much as the Son, men have fuffc:red 
upon the crofs. Others went to the oppofite ~:ttreme, 
and fuppofed tllere are three wholl)' diftintl and indepen­
dent, but conconJant btill~S: neither of there have e\"er 
been the general fentiments ofChriftian divinES j nor do 
1 think any of them is at all agre{ able to fcripture or reafon. 
ur e find in fcripture moll dear and pofili\"e affertions of 
tJle tloit)7 of God on the one hand, and on the other, a 
Teal plurality, in fome ~pet..ls. There is a common, 
peculiar and reciprocal, but difiinfl agency. The Father 
is raid to beget the Son-to tefKl the Son--and the Son 
to pray to the }-'athCt"" to promiie and to fend the Spirit, 
which is faid to proceed from the Father---and the fo)emn 
benediCtion, is in the name and the grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chrifl, and the communion of the Holy Ghoft. 

SOtne time before the: council of Nice, Ariu!, ret on 
foot his notions of the illferiority of the Son and Spirit~ 
calling them, either properly or improperly, creatures. I 
nfe the \\'or() inlprDptrl}·, becallfe there were rome, efpe­
cially in latter times, called refilled Arians, who icfpe8cd 
the Son as dependant ill the Older of nature; but at the 
fame time, as an ctenlill effeCt, from an eternal caufee-' 
In oppofition to Arius, the council of Nice afi"c:rted the 
Son to be tru]y and properly God, of one fubfiance with 
tIle F~\tller, ielf-exiftent and. indepenllent. Lall of all 
came the Pclagians, and the Socinians, \\Tho denied the 
divitle Ilature of Chrift altogether, and afferted that he 
was only a mail. Thefe opinions, as doing the utmcft 
\·iolence to fcripttlre, and over .. throwing the whole doc. 
tritle of re<.lell1Iltion, delerved to be treated \vith the ute 
mofi abhorrence. Nor i!l(lec(f are Arians at bottom nluch 
better, becaufe the difference betu'een the rnoft exalted 
creature anc) the n1eanefi, \9anifhes alto~ether .. ~"hen 
compared with ~h~ difference between the mightietl order 
of crec\ted beings, and the true Gcd. 



The .hole ~~onomy of Ollr falvation teaches us the 
neceffity of attcuding to and believing this doctrine; but 
I fee neither Ilt:ceffity nor propriety in endeavoring to dip 
inlo the In(J(le of it, alld attempting to explain it. If it be 
a myfiery and above our comprehenfion, every attempt 
to explain it mufi be, if not criminal, yet unfuccefsfuL 
And indeed this is the cale with almoft every thing that 
rdeltcs to God, or is c.onnefied with the Divine perle8ion. 
The wilea \\.~ for us, ,,;ith regard to all revealed truth, is 
to rec~i\'e it as re\'ealed, not prefulning to be wife abo\-c 
what is \\·rittell. 

I do not mean by this to condemn the Council of 
Nice, for though there! nlay not be: a great Qeal in (olne of 
tbe expreflions ufed by them, their oilly meaning was to 
exprds their dil~pprobation of the opinion of .Atius, which 
was certainly fubverfive of the proper divinity of Chrift. 
But I apprehend we Ollght to condemll t'le making em. 
blems of this truth, iuch as a triallgle illfcribed in a cir. 
cle. 1'his at leall is of 110 ufe, or more probably it is al~ 
ways pernicious; and indeed I fhould think it a direlt 
breacll of the f~cond comolandolent: nay. I think at. 
ten-lpting to explain it by the pGwcrs of created intelli. 
gences is no way fafe or proper, although done by fome 
,~ery worthy men. For an esample, when the trinity is 
fuppofe<! to correfpond with power, intelleCt and will, in 
the human nature. 

It is not the ufual vny .. on moll fubje8s, to introduce 
or anfwer obje~iuns, before propofillg the proof; }get I 
believe it win be the moll proper nFthod, on the fubjea 
we are now treating. The difficulty here does not .vire 
from the weakuc:ts, uncertainty .. or obfcurity of the prOo(i 
but from the power of prejudice. In order therefore to 
prevent or deftroy prejudice, it will be beft to confider 
what objeCtiGns lie in the way of the dotlrine. The ra­
ther indeed, that all objeCtions to the doCtrine itre)f are 
reducible to ant: · that it is cc;ntrary to reafon, ibfurd, in. 
conceivable, or impoffible. It is furprifing to think with 
\Vllat infolence and triumph rome have pretetlded to treat 
this ft:ntimcnt, raying it is a contradiaiQn that God 1ltould 

, ... OL. I\T. I 
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be both one and three .. at the fame time. But notwith. 
ftanding the great confi,lence with wl1ich enemies to the 
truth talk upon this fubjeCt, I am fincere1y of opinion, 
that their confidence never COllld be nlore mifplaced. 
Let us examine the matter coolly arid impartially. lVhen 
men fpeak of a thing as againft rearon, and yet pretend 
to believe in Reve,lation, the meaning muft be; that it is fo 
Ihanifeftly abfurd and felt:contradiCtcry that no proof can 
fupport a reve1ation whkh contains it. But in order to 
this it rouft be a thing altogether within the compafs of 
our reafon and judgment; if otherwife, the lirfi unexpe .. 
tie need dictate of rearon, is nothing at all; neither for, 
nor againft it. The fiate of Ilature 311d ex perimental phi­
Ibfophy did fcarce1y ever ihew things to be what men ima. 
gined them before; neither is it at all wonderful that re ... 
ve!ation fhould infornl us of \vhat "Fe could not )lave ft.f. 
pe8.ed. The nfe of revelation indeed implies this. Ffhere .. 
fore the common difiinCtion of fYliematicai d,ivines1 is far 
~m being either oblcnre or improper. that things may be 
above rearon, and yet not contradiClory to it. 

By this expreffion abo\'e reafon, may be underfiood 
t\\'O things-beyond the power of reafon to diJcover, and 
abO\7e the reacll of reafon to conlprehencl. In the firft 
knfe, it \vould be abfurd to contro\-ert it, and e\?en in tIle 
ether, if it was' carefu]~y attended to, and prejuclice laid 
alide, there would be little difficulty. 1'he enemies of 
the trut~ always put more. in the idea than is intended, 
C)r o.ught tQ ~ 'contained in if. The jun ftaternent of it 

. is precifely t~is, we believe a faa 'which is funy proved 
" .' .{l~r ~uthentic~te.d, although the~ are fome rircumfian .. 

'. ce~ ~~ to its caufe . and confequences, that we do not 
un~ernafld. There. are 'many things in theological, 
,moral, ~nd natural kno\vledge in \\"Ilich the cafe is the 

.... Very. f~fQ~.. I believe th~t God is ·a·fpirit, and that there 
are aifo created' fptrits different from God, wholly un .. 
~;nbodied, and- -yet I, ba\te very obfcure and indifiina 
idea!;, if 8,11Y idea properly at all, of what a fpirit is, 
and the mallner of its operatioll. Cartefians believe that 
a 1pirit bas no extention, and" that a hundred thoufand or' 
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them may be in the fame place; which by the bye is an 
example of the abfurdilY with which men talk UP(\!l rub. 
jetls which tht:y do not underfiand; for according tQ 

tbem, place is a relation incompetent to a fpirit, an<J 
therefore it ,is as abJurd to fay thiLt a fllirit is in c', place, ~, 
that three are in the fame place. ~'he whole matter is 
above our comp,-ellenfion, and no man can make me un. 
derfland either how difiillCt fllbllances can occ~py t~ 
fame place, or even the Newtonian opinion, that a fu~ 
fiance, finlple and indi"ifibJe, can be i:l every pla~~ 
From which it is demonftrable that tllere may be ~any 
circumfiances relating to things of great moment and cer! 
tainty, (hat are to us totally incomprehenfible. In natu. .. 
ral things I believe that the feed totting in the ground, is 
the mean of procillcing tIle .blade of the future flalk; b~ 
if you afk me how this is done, or how the moift earth cao 
have any influence either on the mortification or ~h~ 
growth, I know nothing at all about it. 

Therefore though we fay that the trinity in unity is in­
~omprehenfi\:>le, ~Qr above reafon

" 
we fay notbing that iJ 

abfurcl or contrary to reafon; fo far from it, I may fay 
rather it··is confonant to.reafon .all(1 the a~alogy of n~ture 
that there fuould be many things in the divine nature th~ 
\ve cann~t fully cOfilprehend. There are .many fU~9 
things ill his providence, and furely much more in .his e(. 
fence •. 

But when our adverfaries are pre[eu upDn this. {ubjeCt., 
they fay fometimes it is not an incomprehenfible myfiery 
we find. fault with, but an apparent contradiCtion that · 
God fhould be three and one. We know verY' well wha:t 
numbeJ;s are, and we IC110\V perfectly, \Vllatever is three, 
cannot be one, or one three. But this is owing tOw.great 
inattention, or great obflinacy. 'Ve do nat fay there are 
three Gods and yet one God; three perfons and yet one 

· perrOrl; or tl)at the Diville Being is tllree in tIle fa~e 
fenfe and refpeCl that he is one; but only that there is a 
difiinttion, confinent with perfect unity of nature. I 
apprellend great referve and i~lf-denial is our duty on tllis 
fubjett. It· has fometimes been faid, why ihould we 
doubt w~etller tuere can be three perions in one nature~ 
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",l-en we ourrelve~ are an example oran iilcompr~benr.ble 
union of this nature in our perrOllS. If this be ufed mere· 
ly c: s an illullration, and to thew that the tiling is poflible 
an-j credible, I have no obje8ion to it; but if it be carri. 
ed farther, it is improper and dangerous. 

Upon the whole, we ollght to confider the objeClion 
againft this dotl.rine as altogether ill founded, and be rea .. 
dy to receive with all humility the Revelation of God up­
on this fubjecl: jun as he has been pleafed to communicate 
• It. 

The recond thing to be attended to is the proof of the 
dotlrine, as contained in the Holy Scriptures. 011 this I 
will juft, very fhortly, confider the fcripture proof of the 
Trinity in general, and then, at fome more length, point 
out the proofs of the proper Deity ofChrifi the Son; upon 
\vhich 1aft, as is natural to fuppofe, the controverfy bath 
1.l\Vays clliefly turned. 

'fhe p~-uofs of the Trinity in general may be taken (1) 
From the form of baptifm; we are commanded to bap~ 
tife in the name of the f'atller, and of the' Son, and of the 
Holy GilO!l. 
. As baptlfm is the initiating profeffion taken from all 
converts, it feerns evidently to point at the great object 
of worfllip -and obedience. Neither do I fee at all how 
it call be aCCOullted for, that the Son and Holy Ghoft 
fhould be clalfed and put upon the fame footing with the 
Fa.ther ....... but upon the fuppofition of this truth. Apcl in.­
deed their very defignation leads us to an eqllality of rank, 
it is not faid in the name of God, and the name of Jefus 
of Nazaretll, or his 11uman name, but in the nanle of 
the Father anti tIle Son. Thofe WllO will confider this 
matter attentively will nnel more in it tllan l1erhel)s at. 
firfl figllt al)pearecl. Baptifm is certainly the baclge of 
Chrifiianit}" tile feal of God's covel1ant. "'l"ith wJl0m tJ1en 
is a covenatlt Inacle? Doubtlefs with thore ill wllofe narne 
we were l'aptifed, al1d tllerefore our covenant God, is 
nlo(l fully defcribed by Father .. SOIl, allc} Holy Ghofl. To 
this you may add, that the Apofile Paul feemed plainly 
in the firtl: Epiflle to the Corinthians, to conlider baptiflll 
as pointing at fomething very different from any r~lation 
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that I miniRer could fuRain. I Cor. i, 13,!4, IS. "I. 
" Chrifl divided? was Paul crucified fllr you ?', &.c. 
: 2d. The proof of the Trinity in general may be taken 
from the form of folemn benediaion, the love of God the 
Je"ather, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and the com­
mUllion of the -Holy GhoR, be with you all. As in the 
former infiance, the three are taken in as tile objet\: of 
worfhip and obedience, here they are plainly conjoined 
.as the fOllrce of bleffednefs. 

3d. The proof of the Trinity in general may be taken 
from an exprefs pa[age offcripture, I John, v,7. "there 
:' are three that bear record in heaven," &c. 

LECTURE X. 
~ 

W E come now to preve the doClrine of the Trinity 
from the proofs of the proper Deity of the Son 

and Spirit. On this the cbntroverfy has chiefly turned, and 
efpecial1y the tirft, the divinity of the Son; becaufe if this 
was admitted, it would be. to very little purpofe to objeCl: 
againfi the other; for this reafon we find that ever fince 
the tirll flarting of the controverfy it has' been litigated 
with great zeal and warnlth on both fides; this was to be 
expected, as it mun evidently appear an article of the ut­
moll: moment t.o both. I muft obferve, ho\vever, that 
the controverfy has been chiefly managed by Arians till 
-of late years. Now it feerns to me there are but very 
fe\V l)r~per Arians, the gre~Lter number of the oppofers of 
-tile truth are Socillians. 

Y Oll are not to expeCl: that I fhould go through the 
whole of this controverf}" which has been carried to fo 
great a length; the pa[age~ of fcripture adduced on both 
fides are more numerous t:han we would fuppore; and 
the criticirms, objeCliolls and anf;.vers, are exceedingly 
vollllninous. You will fay then, the controverfy mull 
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needs be difficult and obfcure~ The confequerice is not 
jun. for w~enever there . .is a firong bias and inclination 
one way, it is eary for ingenious men to perplex and 
lengthen out a difj)llte. The· great matter is the objec~ 
tion I mentioned in the preceding difcourfe. J f men be· 
once fully fatisiied that this thing is not impoffible or in­
credible, and be· w'iJ1ing to alfent to the account of the 
nature of God without prejudice, as it Hands in his own 
word, I do not think there is an~' uncertainty in it at aU. 
I 1hall {late to you the chief heads of any iOlportance that 
have been ured. 

1. The naille of God, and his titles-the mon tranfcen • 
• 

dent and peculiar-are gi\='en to Chrifi. rfhrougb the Old 
Teftament, the name of J~hovah or Lord, but particularly 
the firft, is given to one who is ofren called an angel" and 
the angel of the covenant; and b)? this manller of fpeak­
ing ,in feveral palfages, muft be diHinguilhed from God 
the Father, as in .the Iloth pfalm1 t.heLord faiel unto my 
Lord.-This therefore mull be underfioorl of Chrifi. 1~he 
angel \vho appe? ·ed to Hagar, Gell. xvi, and that appear-
.ed to Jacob at Bethel, Gen. xiii, are both called Gode--In 
Exodus, chap. iii, an angel is laid to have appeared to 
l\1ofes, at the bulh, and yet this angel fays, I am the G04 
of your fatller, the God (jf Ifrael, \\lho delivered the la\v on 
mount Si1lai, and }'et Stepllen fa}7s, ACts vii. 38, that it 
\vas an al~gel that fpoke unto l\Iofes, llpon nlOullt Sinai, 
.and, was witll the fathers: but \Vllat f~rves to appl}' many 
.of there paffages in the man precife manner, is comparing 
Nllmb. ·xxi. 8. with I Cor. x. 9- in the firfi it is fa~d, ~hat 
the Ifraelites tempted God, and fjnke againft God, and that 
therefore he fent among them fiery 1erpents.-In the other 
,paIfage the apofiIe Paul affirmeth, that this was Chritl. 
" Let us not tempt Chrift, as fome of them alfo tempted, 
and were deflro)'ed of ferpellts." See farther, Pralm ii. 12. 

" TI}()u art my Son, this day have I begotten thee." Pfale 
xlv. 7. "TllY tllrone, 0 God, is for ever and ever," &.c. 
-which paffage the apollle Paul ap'plies to Chrifi. I Reb. i. 
:8. "But unto the Son he faith, thy throne 0 God, is for 
"ever anc} ever," &c.· Atlother proof olay be taken from 
I'rov. yiii. ~~. Th~defcril)tion of wifdom-:-ag~in) \Il ,If~. vi. 
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from the beginning, " In the year that king U z ziaJrdied, " 
!tc. This paffage is exprefsly applied to Chrin, by the 
apofile John xii. 41, when, having cited the pafI:"\ge, he 
fays, h theie things raid Ifaiah," &c. the truth is, there is 
hardly any writing in the Old ~refiament, but by com· 
pa!"ing it with the New, we may draw a proof of the die 
vinity of Chrill. 

2. The thing itfelf-the propofition that Jcfus Chrift is 
God, is contained in the D10fi: explicit terms, not in on~, 
but in many places of fcripture-not in figure, but in 
plain fimple language, John i. I. " In the beginning WitS 

" tIle word," Ike. Phil. ii. 6. " \Vho being in \he form of 
" God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God,"&c. 
John x. 30 • "I and my Father are one." I John v. 10. 

" this is the true Go~) and eternallife.J
, It would be 

encllefs to mention all fetches and imaginatioriS of men 
lmder the power of prejudice, to evade thefe texts: but Ion. 
lv call to vour mind \\!>hat \\:-as before mentioned-Clea\·e 
~ J , -

to either fide of the quefiion, and fay, Whether or not 'the 
fcriptures have plainly affirmed ehrin's divinity ?-It is 
not only the affixations, but the reafoning upon fome of 
them, thlt fixes the fenfe, as in the Philippians. And in 
that affirmation, I and my Father are one, it -is undeniable 
that the Jews underfiood him in that fenre, for it is added, 
" they immediately took up nones to ftone him," &c. It 
has been often faid by reafoners upon this fubjeCt, fuppo­
fing it was the delign of tile fcripture to affirm the divinity 
ofChrift, it does not appear what plainer or fironger words 
ould ha'/e been ufell. 

3d. The mofl ditlinguifhing and e{fent~alattrihute$ of the 
true Gcd are given to Chrill. I 1ball me'ltiol'l only his eter­
nit}" ir'.lmutability, omniicience, omnipretence and omni-­
potence. it is not eafy to conceh·e any attribute incommtl­
n~cable if there are not. Eternity feems plainly ;'0 be afcri. 
bed to tIm, Prove viii. 22. Rev. i. 8. !te. arid ;11 the famous 
pafiage, l\1ic. v. 2. " '\'}lOfe goings forth have been of old 
frorn (I) everlafiing." Indeed I reckon the frequent appel­
lation of Jehovah is a fufficient proof of this; the word is 
derived from what fignifies exifience-Exod. iii. 14-
John viii. 38. (2) Immutability, Heb. i. 10. H:b. xviii. 

." 



8. II Jefus Chri ft the fame yefterday, to day, and for ever." 
(3) Oannifcience. )nbn xvi. 30. ~, Now ,,-e are iure that 
~ thou knoweft aU things i" and again, John xxi. 17-
" Lord theu kno.eft aU thin~" &c. It is rem;.rkable, 
that \be knowledge of the heart is aiTeTt~d in fevf"ral p;ill"il­
ges, to diflinguifh the true God, 1 Kings, viii. 39-
4.& Therein thou oo)y knoweR the hearts of the children of 
~ men."-:md John xvii. 1':'. &, I the Lorn, fearth the 
., hearts, and try the Teins,'~ &c. yet this v~ry perfeai'>n 
our Lord claims t\) himf~lf .. R~v. ii. 23- and the apofiIe 
Joon teRifies :h.t he knew aU men, JOt'ln ii. 24--and 
blew what was in man .. John Ii. !lS.-this is furth:r con· 
imled, IV. 12, 13. "The w~rd ot God," &c. 

(4) Ornniprefenee. l\Iatth. xviii. 20. "'Vhere two or 
"three ~ gathered together in my name .. " Ike. ,M3.ub. 
uviii. 2C. u Lo, 1 !om with you always.-" &c. 

(5) Om.'lipotence.. Col. i.. 17 .. "By him all thin;~ cc-n· 
., fill .. " C~tion is aferibed to Chrin, John i .. 3 .. n An 
•• tllings we,-e made by him," &c. and in the fame chapter, 
v~rfe 10, " and th~ world was made by him,') Hel •. i. 2 • 

•• by whom aif~ he made the world," Cot. j, 15, 16, 17. 
c, who is the image of the invifible God," &f;, 1~h{! argu~ 

ment from creation, is very ftrong .. -I~ is the 6rft and 
~reat relation ,,·e ftand under to God, nor can Vie concei\-e 
any thin, that more properly, or in a more (liftingtifhing 
manner it charaB:erizes the true God, who pleads it fo ot: 
ten, to diftinkl' . bimfelf from the vanities of the Gen. 
tile~ Pial .. ~ix .. A. '~The heavens declare the glory of 
~, God, and the firmament fi~eweth his handy \\"ord," 

s .. The fifth olnd Ian proof of the divinity of ehrin, may 
be taken from divine worfilip being comman~led to be 
given to hin}, and being accepted by hinl ,,·jthout rtprcof, 
when it is exprefsly reje8ed by the interior minift:ers of 
Prcvidence. It is commanded to be Riven to him, John 
iii.. 22 .. ::3 .. "The Father himteIf judgeth no nlan .. 'l Phil. 
ii .. S. "\\Yherelore, God, hath highly exalted him,n &c. 
It is .aually given him by the wife men, 1.-fatth, ii. 
I I. By the rulers of the Synagogue, l\:Iattb. v. :!. By 
women of Canaan, ~fatth. xv .. lS. By the difciFles in 
:eo, .11, l\fatth .. xx .. S .. And you fee that worOlip is re­
jetted by!tn angel, Rev .. xxii .. 8, 4 .. 
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LEC TU R E XI. 

I PROCEED now fnortly to confider the proofs of the 
di\Tinity of the Hoiy Spirit. The firft thing necetrary 

here, is to eftahlifh the perfonality ofthe Spirit.-That he 
is properly a perfon 0:- fuhllance, and not merely a power, 
~Hi: or qualification. The name of fpirtt, in aU lanzuagel 
lignifies a wind or breath.-It is fuppofed this word is 
c!lof~n to reprefent divine things, or the di\yine nature, be. 
cauf~ it bears fome refelnblallce to what is unreen, and 
yet infinitely powerful. The wind ;s made ufe of to repre­
fent the Holy Gboft, arid to figr.ify an~eis and the fouls 
of mell, and alfo the gifts and graces of the Spirit.-That 
when t~e Holy Ghoft is fpoken of, a perfon or fubftance 
is meant, as diflinguifhed from any grace or qualification 
he may poffeis or beftow 9 may be eafily made to appear 
from many pa'Tages of fcripture, fohn xiv. 16. "And I 

." will pray the Father, and he fhall give you another Com. 
"forter, that he rna}· abide \vith you for e\ger; e\Ten the 
" Spirit of truth, whom the worid cannot receive." John 
xvi. 13- "\Vhen he the Spirit of truth is come," &c. 
I Cor. xii. 4. "There are diverfity of gifis, but the fame 
" Spirit," &c. The foro .. of baptifm alfo proves the fame 
thing, as wen as an thof~ pillages that fpeak of giving the 
-Spirit-refifting the Spirit, &c .. 

That the Holy Ghoft is truly and properly God, I think 
appe3.rs with great evidence from the form of baptilin, 
now tl1at ,\'e have fully proved the divinity of Chrift, 
whore perionality we cannot doubt. The Holy Ghofi: 
be:ng joined with the Father and the Son, carries the 
ftrongefl con\'iction \vith it that he is of the fame nature 
with both. TIle fame thing may be raid of the form of 
foleln11 benediction. ., 

\TOL, 1'1. K 
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Tile divinity of the IJo]y Ghofi feems to be eflablilhtd 
in Atl.s .. v. 3. where Pc:ter fars to Ananils and Sapphi. 
ra, "'Vhy hath Satan fiiled thine heart;' Ike. '\Ve might 
alfo from fever31 pa(fa~es fhew the divine attributes giv~n to 
the Spirit .. as omnipotence, Pfalm 119. &, "'Dither n.aU 
" I go from thy Spirit .. " &:c. Omnilcience, Cor. ii. 10. 
u rfhe Spirit ft:archc:th all things even the deep things of 
u God," nay" e~ation fc:erns to be afcribed to him as well 
as the Son. Gen. i. 2. It is faid "the Spirit of God mo. 
" ve.d upon the face of the water~" and Job xxxiii. ... 
at The fpirit of the Lord hath made me. and the bn-ath 
" of the Almi~llty h:lth give!) me life," 

There \\'ere in the at)cient churches conrlderabJ~ contro.­
ver~es abollt the expreffion of the articles of faith upon 

• this fubjett The very words of fcripture .. John xv. i6 .. are, 
that the Spirit proceedeth from tlk: Father. He is aUo caU. 
ed the Spiritof the Son, and theSpirit of Cbrift, Rom .. viii. 
9.. Gal. Xl\7. 6. Phil. i. 14.. 1 Pet. i. 11. botb the Fa .. 
ther and the Son are raid to-fend the Spirit, John xv. 26. 
J->hn xvi. 7· Gal. iv~ 6. Luke xxiv. 49. 

Therefore the llfual wa}F offpeaking, and that in all the 
ancient fymboIs and c011feffions is, that the S'lO is begotten 
nf the Father, nnd the Holy Ghoft proceedeth from the 
Father and the Son. If anyone fllould prefume to en. 
quire farther into the meaning, or aik the difference be. 
tween being begotten and proceeding~ I fhoukl willingly 
and chearfully cOJlfefs my ignorance, and that I bt:Jieve 
311 ethers are equally ignorant, and that every atteln pt to 
fay more than is adually COl1tained in fcriptllre is not 
only impoffible but hurtful. There was a very violent 
difpute between the Latin and Greek churches whether 
it was proper to fay the Holy Ghon proceeded from the 
Father and Son, or froJtl the f'ather onJy. 1"he \~(hole 
Cllrrent of an~jquity, and the y.rhole Ltin churches are 
for. the former, as wdl as the Pt'o!tfiants in general; but 
it is not a modern controverfy. 

I.proceed to confider fome of the ohjeflions againR the 
reafoning above, and unltfs I tnttr illto the criticifms or 
parflcular texts, they may be all reJuced to the reafon­
ing on the titles and att!wutes. rhey obje~ that rome 

. . 
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or the highdl tides were not ~i\·en to the Son, as the 
higb=ll or moll hi~h-the .Almighty or Supreme over all 
-one: God and Feather of all-one God of whom ilr~ all 
tbin~ BJt it is eary to ~nf\\"er that none of there title. 
are gre.tter or mor~ ~hllio~uilhing than, as has been fbewn, 
do ruily belong to Cbriil, and that fome of t~fe men. 
boned are aJfo .fcrib:d I» (;brill; fuch as the Almighty, 
and God over all. So lhat they are obliged to have re­
courfe to the mtanell qtlibbles, t~ interpret aWlY there 
texts. .A~S for the f!xl)reffion one GOO, alld the title one 
God, the Father, of \vhom are all things--the~ are plaillly 
nred in a d.flributioll of perfonal atis or I)rerogatives~ oOt! 

God the Father, of whom are all things, and onc Lord 
Jefus Chrin j.y whom are aU thil!gs. 

1'h~ other objeftio:l is~ that fuch titles are .rerilled to 
him in a lower tenfe than to the Father. Nuthing could 
fu~~ft foch an ohje8ion as this e~cept the power of pre­
judice. They mull fi.ft take for gt&oted their own fen­
timents~ before they can perceive any fuch thing; hefities 
many of them are fuch as do not admit of a proportion ill 
this way-futh as creation--omnifcience omaipotenc:e. -

• 

LEe T U R E XII. 

Of t~ D~crtts of Got!. 

"l X T E have this firor.g affertion in fcripture, U can any 
V V u by fearching finJ out the Alm:ght)·," &e. 

If die n:lture cf God has fomething in it altogether un. 
fearchabl~ to us, fo muft aHo his decrees. It is Ct:l tainty 
proper and necefttry for divillCS to kllO\V all that can be 
known on this fubjetl, and therdore :he tluciy of a 
whole life \\'Ollld be \\-ell lleftowed Otl it\ if i! were 
fure of tucCels. y c:t I apprehend a caution is not 
unneceiUry wl:il~ w: are eutering upon it.. Our 
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great wifdom cOl'lfi!is in receiving, admitting, rtmem .. 
bering and apply'!I;:!" whatever is clearly reveaied in fcrip­
ture, with regar!i both to t11e nature and go\'ernlllent of 
God; at the f:arne time, \\~e ought to refirain all impatient 
curiofity, and guard aga:nft unneceffary, inexplicable and 
hurtful queltiolls, on theft: fubjeBs. The fcriptures do not 
contlin any thing that is unfit for \)s to kndw. If it feem~ 
ed necdfary to Goo to reveal the univerfality of his pro. 
vid~nce and th~ certainty of his pm"pofe, \\'~ ought with. 
eut dotlbt to believe and inlprove it. 011 the other hand, 
let us not prefllmt: to J!O any farther than he hath pointed 
out to os the way. Wilatever he hath covered with a veil 
it \volud be both rafhnefs and impiety to attempt to pene. 
tnte. It is therefore my defign to {late this Dlatter to 
you in as precife and fcriptural a manner as I am able, al­
though I mull neceffarily ure leveral of the theological 
fyftematical phraft.'s" becaufe without them the various 
opinions could neither be fifted nor explained_ 

The e'\prdlioll itfdf " the decrees of God" is in a great 
meafure, if not wholly, technical. In the Old Teflament, 
indeed, there are feveral expreffions particularly re1ating 
to the frame and confiitutiotl of natlire, whicll are trallfia. 
ted ill the Englifh Bible decrees, as itl the Prove viii. 19. 
" \Vhen he gave to the rea his decree," &ac. and in the fe. 
cond PJ:tlol,t'peaking of the railing Meffiah to his tilrone--
" I will declare the (lecree." In all of there I beJie,,..e (for 
I ha;1e confulted mon of them) it is the fame word that is 
frequently or ufually tnnfiated-statute, and to be fure 
has a Dleaning fome\\·hat firnilar to that of the \vC?rd uJed 
in theology, that is, it fignifies the order or purpofe of 
God ill nature and providellce, In :lle Ne\v Tellanlent 
there is no expreffion on this fnbjeCl: tha~- has been tranf .. 
bted decre~, though fome of the pbrases nlight have been 
1'0 tranflated. The expreffions in the New rreilanlellt are . 
cou::cil, purpose, determinate cOllnci'~jorcknc.·"lf,'ledge; and 
when it relates to the fiate of man, cboosillg, ordaining, 
predestinating. I enter upon the criticifm of the Greek 
words, becaufe I think it is manitell tlley are not onI}· 
tranflatc:d well into Englifil, but that they are mo{lly, if 
~ot wholly, of the lame import that they are ufually un .. 
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derRood to poffers. I fhall now {hew you a fample of the 
Socinial~ criticifm on Atts xiii. 48• It is faid DSO; eSQII 

t~tt.1gtntnOi tis soeetJ aiomon, which they tranflilt~ "as 
many as were fet in order, or well prepared for eternal 
life, believed. ,J They oblerve that t~tag'llmoi melns, 
fet in order like a difciplined army. But it is manifell 
th,~,: the word here Ineans par/i'M/arly ap~inl~d and or· 
dained. By comparing· together the feveral exprcffionl 
ufed, the meaning that we muil afiign to the whole is. 
tl1at the plan of Providence and grace, as well as the ryr­
tem of natllre, toull be fuppofed to be fixed and deter. 

, mined, and" not loofe and uncertain, rill the evel'lt, or till 
one thillg be afcertained or determined by another ........ That 
things are not to Gpd as they are to us, to whom tl~ings 
future have no certainty or fiability, but that as far _~ck 
as \\'e can carry our ideas they \vere known, and tllerefore 
certainly ordained. Or as fome exprefs it, that eve"! 
thing that comes to have a tranfient exiftence in time; had 
as it were an original eternal pre-exifience, in the divine 
mind. Yet after all, you fee there is fomething in the 
expreffion decrees or purpos~s, which feems to take its rife 
only from our OW1~ fituations and imperfe,:iions. 

Men are obliged to meditate, concert and digefi: their 
plans of future COllduCt, before they begin to aCt, and then 
it is called their purpofe, refolution, or defign, as dif .. 
tinct from the aCtual exectlticn. From this \ve feem by 
analogy to borro\v the divine decrees. Yet every tiling 
tllat imillies, or arifes from ignorance, uncertainty, weak. 
nefs, or imperfeCtion, mufi be as nluch as is in our pow­
er, feparated and abtlratled, \vhen \ve fpeak of tile de­
crees of Goel. 

This leacls us to obferve, that it )~las often been remark­
ell by di vines, tllat \\'e are not to confider the (livine de­
crees, in fo far as they are atts of the divine will, as being 
any. ti:lillg diilerellt or difii118: from the clivine nature. 
There are fome who have nfed the expreffion immanent 
decrees, a phrale which I confefs I do not in the leaLl de. 
gTee und:rfiand the meaning of, and therefore I can nei-
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ther affirm nO!! contradia it; without doubt we are to repa~ 
rate every thing belonging to created weaknefs. • We are 
not to fuppofe that God needs forethought to difcover, or 
time to digefl his .plans, or that by any sa of his will he 
feeks information, C'r reeks or receives gratification from 
any thing without him-If by calling the decrees of God 
ilnmanent .as, it is meant to deny there, it is fo far jufi. 
But when it is affirmed that the af\s of the divine will, are 
the fame WitJl the eli vine nature, as if this ex plained the 
difference between divine and human volitions, this I 
c:onfefs is to me quite incomprehenfible. 

In what fhall be further offered on this fubje8, I 1hall 
follow this method : ...... 

1. Speak a little of the objeCt of the divine decrees. 
2. Of the order of the decrees. 
3. Of the charaCter, quality, or attributes of the decrees 

as given in fcripture. 
4- Of their ures. . 
I. Let us confider the object of the decrees, and or this 

but a little, becaufe it will occur again where it ·is of mo. 
ment to examine it; yet it will throw fome light upon 
fome parts of tIle doClrine, to obferve, 

(I.)That the objeas of the divine decrees, are firiClly and 
'properly univerfai; fo much fo indeed, as not to admit of 
allY exception, or fhadow of exception---all creatllres, and 
aH their aCtions, and all events. Let us vary it as we pleafe, 
fiill it relates to every aclion, and every mode of tIle aaion, 
and every qllality that can be attributed to it-whatfoever 
comes to pats. The reafoll of this is plain-whatever we 
fuall think fit to fay upon the connexion or influence of 
one crt:ature or thillg upon anotl1er, from \Vllich all the 
difficulty and confufion arifes, yet every fuch thing, and 
that connexion itfelf, as much as the things to which it 
relates, is the objeCt: to \vl1ich the diviI~e forekllowledge, and 
the divine purl)Ore extended. Qrle wQuld thitlk that mell 
1hould be agreed on this point; and probably they "re fo', 
if they underflood one another; all but thofe extravagant· 

" perfons, as they may well be called, who finding them­
felves hard preff(;!d by the arguments drawn from the di~ 
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,-ioe prefcience, have thought it ben to deny the foreknow. 
ledge of God alto)!ether, or affirm that nothing that is fu­
ture can pombly be certainly, or any more than conjec­
turally known, till it happens.-But this fentiment is fo 
repugnant to fcripture, and indeed to the common fenre 
and reafon of mankind, that few have Ilriftly and fincerely 
defended it, though fome l-ave occafionally and hypocri­
tically ad_anced it~ 

(~.) With refpeCl: to the objea of the divine decrees, it 
mull be admitted, that there is fome difference between 
the light in which fome events and atlions are to be con .. 
fidered, and others-rrhe great difficulty indeed, and that 
which will fpeedily fet bounds to our enquiry on the fub. 
jeCl, is to fhew wherein the difference confifis; yet it is 
equally certain, from revelation and reafQn, that natural 
good and evil, and moral good and evil, are to be confi. 
dered as not in the fame fenre, the object of divine appo:nt. 
mente Tilis leads us to the 

lId. General head, which was to ':.Jnfider the order of 
the decrees. Many things rnay be, and many things have 
been faid upon this fubjea-Divinet who have publifhed 
fyfiems, have generally exercifed their ingenuity in giving 
what they call an order of tIle decrees. rrhe chief thing 
fuch writers have in view, is to form a conception for 
themfelves and others, with regard to, and to account far, 
the divine purpofes, with regard to -the final flate of man. 
The orders whic.h have been laid down by different wri. 
ters, are fo very numerous, that they an feem to me to la~ 
bor under, and equally to labor under, this prodigious 
weaknefs, that they reprefent the Supreme Being as vary­
ing and marfualling his views, and comparing.as men do, 
which yet is ackno,vledged to be wrong.-They alfo feem 
to carry ill tllcm the fuppofition of fucceffive duration; 
yet fucceffive duration we have generally agreed not to 
afcribe to God, although, of :any other kind of C'xifie~ce, 
we have nc't the leafi concepti~m. It is impoffible for me to 
go lhrough ail the different arrangements that have been 
made by particular authors: I {han therefore only give 
\'cu a fucciIlct v~ew of the chief differences of divines of • 
different clatTes--Calvinifis, Arminians, Socinians. 



80 

Calvinifts are divided upon this fubjeCl: into two forts; 
commonly caned Supralapfarians nnd Sublapfarians. The 
~f\fOrl of the names are, from one being of opinioll that 
G~ in ordaining the eleEt and reprobate conftdered man 
as before the fall, and the other as faJIe.'i and in a nate of 
guilt. . 

Frhe 1irft fay that in laying down a plan, what isbfl in 
the exec~tiol1 is iirft in tIle itlteolion, that God purpofed 
to glorify his mercy nnd juflice in the everlallingfelicity 
of fome, called vei1els of nlercy ; and in the everlafiing 
perdition of others. cal1e(1 vt-fr~l.s of l\-rath. That te IC· 

cotnplinl this :1urpofe he refolved t-o create the wor)d~ to 
put !nan in a condition in which he would ~rtainty fall J 
to fend the Itedeenler in the fullnefs of time to carry on 
the whole plan of fal\'ation, as \\'l: no\\- find it in tne ora­
cles of trllth. 

The Sublapfarians fay, that the order -of pnrpofing 
fhould be the fame as the or(lcr of execution. rrtlat the (Ie. 
cr~s of God being et~~rnal, \'llere can no ofcler of time be 
applied to them, but that \\lb. ~Il takes plafe in the execu­
tion. Therefore they fay tl It God propofed to make 
m-all irlnocent aJld hol:/, with f o\~ters to prelerve llfS inr!o. 
cence, bllt liable to fall; tllat ~ ! forefaVv" tIle fall, and per­
mitted it, ancl frool the -corruI .. t ~d mafs freely chofe fonle 
as the ohjeCls of merc~y, atIlt lei, others to periOl ill the 
rllins of their apofiacy, and that l"\ accomplifh this pur. 
l)cfe 11e refolve(l to -fell(l the Savioul &c. 

It is ea~y to fay fom-ething very ~l'aufil)le on e:lch fide 
cf the qudlion betWet~ri the two: it felms very ~trong 
,,,hat Sublapfarians, 1a)' that the idea of time an(l order be-

. longs only to the execution: but why do they. alfo fpeak 
of order, when it is certain that as far as we can c1elrly 
fpeal~ of cleGgll or Purl)·ofe at all, tile means feem to be dt!­
fi~11e(1 for the end, ancl not tIle end for tIle DleallS. 

rl~he Supralapfarinns have 31fo this eVidellt advantage of aU 
the ren that they have the foverc:i~nty of God directly, for 
"~That ,~Ii tIle fefl: are ob!ig~d to COllle to at last. It n1lIft be 
(lbrcrved that the ftrongeH. Supralapf."'.rians do confiantly .af. 
{ert lht' holinefs and jufiice of the divine providence. If you 
alk them how they reconcile the divine jufiice with the ab.. 



{otute 1i1J certain e~ent th~y conf~fs the~' canno~ e~p'ain 
it ~ hut !~Je~' affirm that 311 th.lt the others (y '0 this is 
l)ed~dly trifling, and lefs reafon;abJe than their confcffion 
of i~'lor.'lce. 
Th~ Arminians (:tv that G~l decree'J to create man 
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inl1ocenl; and tllat aft~r he had fallen he rt,:::!v~ for fa. 
tisf~aion to jufiice, to appoint a Saviour; that he decreed 
to (\,.~ th"t~ that fnouJd beli::\re and repent; to give to 
aU i~:ffident grace t'O:, th3t purpoie ~ and finally to fi.ve and 
r~\\-JrJ thafi: \\'ho fhould endure to tIle ell:l. It is plain 
that wh:lte\ter reafon they may cH"er wi~h gre~t pbufible-

. ne!s for frven} thi~gs, u'hen t:lken in a k?T3te :a.~d de­
tached vie\v, nothing can be \\~eaker than the .~·rmini;ln 
fch~ole, confiJered 3S a fy"fiem of the di1;ine purpof~, be. 
caule they lea\-e oat or fuli~nd the parpofe at every ftase. 

As to the Sccinians they do generally d~ny the reality 
of the decrees alt0itethet. and fay that the event is \\-bony 
Ullcertain1 and filfpendcd llpoll the ,,-ill of the creature­
~s many of them as maintain or admit th~ foreknowledge 
of GoJ, do it contrary tt) their other princip!~s. 

I!- I wc!re to fay any thing upon this fubjetl (' mean the 
orner oi tIle (lecrees) I would fay nearl)~ as Pulit, in his 
f):fiem 3S cOll!ained in the notes upon Rul~t, has raid, 
\,phich is in fubftance this_ that God refolved from ail 
eternity to manife!l his o\vn glo1}p, antI iliufirate his moral 
excellence, wifdom, power, holinefs, jufiice, goodn~rs and 
truth, in the produaionolndgo\~emment of a created fytlcm. 
That tor this purpofe the whole fyfienl, and all the faas of 
\\lthich it confifis and tlleir dependance one upon another, 
and the order itfelf in which they were to take place, were 
ordained. If the whole, then certainly every p3rt;cular part 
2S fully 3~ the \\·hole, is the objea of ooe abfolute dec~=:. . . 
In this \"ie\\~ they are all 11fJOIl a iooting; at the fame time 
lve do not pretend to difpute th3t things are ordained 
\\~ith confider~ble difference; but this difference it is harJ 
or impoffibJe for us to explain. There is c~nainly a dif. 
ference htt\t,'een tile ordinat:on cfthings natura)~ md thofe 
which are finful or hol)1. The ,'ery finfu' difpofition, confi .. 
dere.d as be_comin~ a part of the general pbn,i$ certainly &$ 
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holy an ~rdinalion as any ot~r, }'~t tile fcripttlre t(3cb:s 
us to confider this as a thing quite different ffem God's 
detcrminin~ to fcnd his Son into the world to f~n'e finners. 
It feems to be a matt~r itlfilled on ill th~ f1ron~~fi Ill .. lnner 
in fcripture .. that th~ evil or guilt of c:v~ry creatur~ i~ to be 
afcribed to the creature, as to its proper ao\) edcqt!2te 
QUle; at the I~me time it r~n)s Jul:}~ as plain that "'hat­
ever conllexion there may ~ bet\\'een one e"il and ano-

~ 

th~r, the choice of Ifie l""effeis of mercy is free and Ullcon-
ditiona:, and that the rejc=t\ion of others is ;wnputed !O the 
fuverei~t} .. of God .. Luke x. 21. John Aii. 39. That 
tht! choice of th~ Y~ff~)s of mercy is (ree and foverci!!11, ap. 
~ars fronl the words of fcripture; irom their ulli':erfal 
fbte-d~ad in trefpaif~s and fins; (ron, their \';fib~e cha­
raa~r ~ ~nd fronl the nleans of their ~ ~co'1ten---I Jnean • 
the omnipotence of divine gnce. 

LECTURE XIII. 

I NOl\r proceed to the third thing upon this futje8, 
which was to confider the ~haraaer, qt,alities and at. 

tribu!~s of the dtcr~s of God, as they are given to them 
in fcripture in e~prcfs terms, or nlanifeftly founded up­
on fcripture truths, and particularly upon flith trlltt.s as 
relate to the decrees. Of this the chief are wilat fo)I()\\~. 

{I) Eternity. "~e have exprefs mention made, }:ph. 
iii. I I. of God's eternal purport:: anll belic\'ers are fiid to 
be chofen in Chrift before the foundation of the ,,-ofJd. 
The laft exprefiion is of the fame import \\-ith the tirfi ; 
for whate,er is bcfor;! the beginning of time is to be con· 
fidered as eternal. This indeed is eifential to the di,-ine 
j.urpofe., infeparable from th~ very meaning of the word 
decree; and if J am not mifiaken one of the cJlief tilislgS 
\\~e are to be tallght by it is, that \rhatfoe\·er conlCS to pals 
in revolving years, is not loofc,bllt was fixed in the diyine 



mind before time itfelf ~~an. It is exceeding difficult 
Jl0\\·~\·c:r, at once to r~ilrain an improa><:r curiofity, and 
to Ip..:ak with precifion on the fubjed, and with fatety.-. 
SOllle have raitt:ll a qtlcflion, \\=-ht:tiler tll(!re is not a nc:cef­
lit}" of luppofing the exiftence and the nature of God, as 
pre\>ious to his uecrees. To which it is co·nmonly raid, 
that there is a priority of order, thouAh not of ti me; a pri­
ority lik.! th:tt of the caufe to its in!t:parable eff~a; as the 
fun is tIlt! caufe of li~htt )get the creation of the fun \\'ould 
not be beft'lre or antecedent tothe light; they are infeparable 
and Ilec~[lrilv exiflent. Olle woulc) think there was no • 

.# 

thing amifs in this ~·ay of l'peaking, or of fa}ping in con. 
fequencc: of it, th:lt the decrees are to God's nature as an 
eterllai effeCt to an eternt\l caufe; and J~et I am afraid 
there is hert! what we find in many fubj~tls of theology, 
a mixture of repugnant ideas intricate alld difficult, eter. 
nity, and tinle-begillilillg, anu no beginning. 'Vhen 
we ip::ak of an efFc:tl: of a caure, we cannot do otherwife 
thall think of fOlllething produced, fome alteration, or 
fOlnethillg tnat was 110t before. This is tIle cafe with all 
the fitnilitudes brougllt to illuftrate it, as the creation of 
tt'le fun and the co exitlence of light, or allother Inade ufe 
of by lome of the refined Arians, who meant to fay the 
Son is proJuced b}' tht: Father, as an eterual efFetl of an 
cternai callf~-as the prillt of a olan's foot ill the falld is 
c&lured by his letting do\vn his foot, but tlot polierior in 
point oftime. But all this is truly abfurd when fpeaking 
of God, becaufe it inclu(les fOlne definite idea of what 
might and did begin to take plaee. I fhould be apt to 
think tllat one of the chief reafollc why any thill~ is re. 
vealt!u to us cOl1cerilill~ the d~\:rees of God, is to ~i'/e us 
an awful impreffion of his infinite majdly, his fupreme 
dOlnillioIl, alld the allfolute (lepen(iance of ever}· ere lture 
upon l,im; 10 that it is enough for us to fay, that llis pur. 
pore is before all worlds, alltecedent to all time Qr the idea 
of fuccelfion, being indeed entirely infeparable from the 
idea of his exifience. 

(1.) The next thing to be confidered is the liberty of 
God in his decrees. They are according to the council 
of his c\vn will. Almon all the f,ftems fay that God did 



moli wifely, mon jufil)", and moll freely, decree whalf.,. 
ev~r conles to flats. 

- -1"he chief ol~t:t.lion to this ar.fes from Ythat ukd to be 
called nuny years ago the Beltillian l'Cherne.. of \\'hidl, 
,\"hate\'er cJ1GIlce traces rna,- be feen in fornlcr a\)thcr~ 

• 
L~ bni!z is th~ proper Clut!'\.f. 01 tbis fcherne it is the 
leading part, or rather the foundation of the whole .. to I~y 
that God, infinitely wiJ'e antl ~ood. muil neceil~lTil~' ch«,!e 
the befl in t:very thing. That therefure of aU p(lfiibl~ frr. 
telns tJlis \vhich he nas cnofell, bec3ufe it has takel} place, 
mull neceffariJy b: the beft, and h.: cOllld not chooi~ any 
otller ; fo that from the unalterable refiitl),ie of his natllre, 
hets as in\'aric~bly determined b)- his nec:eflity as any orhis 
creatureS. Talis boafiell demonfiratiQn ,,~oul(l be delc:nfihle 
perhaps, were it not that its \'~ry foundations are "0()(1 fur 
nothing. Its ideas are nGt applicable to the divine lking; 
better and beft are definite terms, and aBual com.-rifons. 
We fay a thing is better when it is preferah:e to fome 
others, and beft when it is a thing abfolutely preferab:e to 
aU others. Now with what pMpridy can it be faid that 
in tIle plans that ,,~ere poOible to ir~fiW}ite \vitoom and po\V­

er there is one beft. Ha\'e \ve comprehenfion fuflicient to 
fee this, and therefore to fay it? It feems to me that a d~ .. 
monfiration might be given to the c<mtnry. The whole 
fyflenl of creation is either tillite and temporal, or infinite 
and eternal. If it be finite, it l-~enls abfuni to ia}· that it 
w~uld net ~ made better by being made larger and fimiJar; 
and if it WaS not from eternity it might ha\!":e beell Dlade 
many thoufands of )1tears fooner. If on the contrary it be 
infinite and eternal, the poffible conlbillatiotlS of an infi. 
nite fyflem arc truly infinite, and there c'anllot be a l~fl. 
The patrons of this fcheme when pren~d with lhefe dHfi .. 
cultits have recollrfe to \vhat tlley fllVi))(1 ha,'e be~un ,,·itll, 
the incomprehenfiblenefs of time and fpace, and I~y that 
we cantlot apply any of tIle ideas of looner or later to 
eternity, orlarger or lefft:r t~ fpace. The impoffibility of 
uniting infinite to definite qualities flloulcl have plt:\·~nt .. 
ed them from raying that :1f ail poffible fyfiems infinite 
wifdom muft choofe the beft; but when we fpeak of tiolc 



and rpact, nothing is more c~ !~r, t."an th2t if at any time 
a thing h~ c~ind ten ye~ I Col .. filppoie that it c:iiOed 
l\~c!nty ~·t;uS i anll th~t if ian)- tt.ln~ be of fini~e extent, I 
c:tn :U?po:~ it enl~rbed as u-e!l u dimini~.. So ~~~: is 
th~ ~mn3cy of pe:>p!e in adhering ~o t!leir t}·ftem~ t::~t 
Jr.- C! . .lfk redt:ces :In afit~)!Oniii to t~ abfurdity of ~fbrm. 
inb, th~t thou~ the univerk: were mo\-ttt ttn miilioN or 
)eabces in any direailm, it would nill be in t~ fanle 
pl~=:; and anot?ler writer of 19me not~ fay~ eit~r that 
t!le thillg is i'l)poffi~l~ th~t tiM: "'orld CQuid b.ve been ~,e~ 
at~J ioollcr tal..ln it wa~ or that if it h~ ~ created SOOO 
years l~lOner, yet it ,,"oiald :'4lve been created at the lame 
time. &liJes this fcheme l~nls to me to I~r untler two 
gra~ and Gbvious difficulties-that the infinite God thould 
let limit. tn :.imfelf, by the produtlion of a created (y!lem 
---I: brin~s creaiion a great ckal teo near the C~tor to 

f.1y it is the a:~em~tive of Omniputence. The other dit'i. 
culty is, th1t it j~cms to ml'..~e fo.~e:hing which I do not 
k!lOW hOlY to expre:s othef\\·lfe~ than by the ancient iloical 
~t~, afitecedent aJl(l,fuperiol' even to God hi Yllfrlf ; I 
WOUld therefure think it befl t~ f3\·, with the current of . .. 
orthodox divine~ th~t God 'ilas perfetlly free in h~s pur. 
pore and providence, and that th~ is no reafQIl to be: 
lought fur the one or tbe other bc:)"(\nd himfdf. 

Let U3 confider the wiftlom elnd (~\'creignty of his :le. 
crees; I put theie together, not that they are the fame, but 
that ,hey teem, though net oppofite, to hmit tach other in 
their e~ercift!, and the one of \\lthich is olten to ~ refol ,,·ed 
into the other.. \\-·itaom is atcribed to the d~~.-ees of God ; 
or father, wifdom indeed is particularly aicrilk~ to God 
himfdt: as ~ne of his effential perfetlions. and l!ler~fore 
b}" o.!cdfary confequence, it mull belong to his pro\·i. 
dtnce in time, and his purpofcs fronl ctc:rnity.-The 
meaning of this as far as we can conceive, \\ hen ufcd b)9 
us, is, tflat the bell and nubJ~!1 ~'lds are dt:fi~ne~l, alld :~ie 
ben :lnd moil fUlta.M~ mean~ in accomplithing t!lC:f~ t::a !s. 
And indeed aU the ,\'if(Jo:n that appears in the works :l!ld 

wa}-s of God \~hell c ... ri~(l into eff~a, mllfl ~ f~'i'll\~:~~J . , . " 
In. Ute original purpole. But how ih41i we join ti.\! ~>\'~-
re:&uty with this? Sovereignly ieems to re1oh'<: ,t.: ~\ l •. ~:~ 



into mere will, and therefore to Hand oppofed t<J the \tiC. 
dom of the proceeding; accordingiy there are fome who 
in fpeaking ofthe decrees, rell them entirely and totally on 
th~ fovereignty of God, and fay that not only the reafons 
are nct made known and utlfearchaille to us, but th3t there 
is nc reafon at all, the I)rc:feren~e of Olle thing to another, 
but the di,-ine ,,-ill There h~ve been foole \vriters \\·ho 
have founded tIle very nature of virtue and vice upon ttie 
di,·ine will. Thofe \\-110 think otherwife, ufuall}l fay, it is 
making the decre~s not abfolute on]y~ but arbitrary-not 
onl}" llJlfearchable, but unreafonable: and ind~ed tile foun. 
ding e\'ery L~ing upon mere \\rill, feenls to take a\vay the 
lnonl charaBer of the Deity, and to leave us no meaning 
wh~n W~ fay God is infinitely wife and holy" jufi and good. 
I am ho\vever inclilled to thillk that thofe \VllO ha\-e gOlle 

the furtheR upon the fover~ignty uf God, only meallt tllat 
we could llor, or ought not, to dive illto the realon of the 
Divine Providence, thelt his \\"ill ought to bound all Olir 

enquiries, and be a full and fatisfa80ry anfwer to an our 
difficulties; 311d if it be taken in tllis way, it will 110t be 
cary to overthrow it. 

If we look into the fcripture do\'~rine upon this fuhjea~ 
\\?e filaI), if I nlifiake not, lee both the \vifdom and love. 
reignty of God afferted in the firongetl terms, united to. 
g~lher allti founde(lllpOn one anotht:r, Job ix. 4, '~he is 
" \vife in heart,"..-he is raid to be God Ollly wife, Rev. xvi. 
27. I Tim. i. 1-5' Jude lS. Eph.iii. 10. and Rom. xi. 
38. fpeaking expreisly of the decrees, " 0 the depth," &c. 
at the fame time, the fovereignty of God is aift:rted, and 
events refolved into it, Luke x. 21. "In that hour Jefus 
" rejoiced in fpirit," &c. I would here call your attention 
to t\VO pa[ages, very reinarkable; one in tile Old Tt:fia­
ment, the other in the New. rrhe book of Job it is agreed 
by inlerpreters, was compored exprefsly upon the diffi. 
culty of Providence, arifing from the aflliclions of good 
men, and the profperity of the wicked; but in that book, 
after the reafoning of Jdb and his friends, when God him .. 
felf is t)rOllgllt in fpeaking out of the \vllirlwind, in the 
38t11 3ild 39th chapters, he rays not Olle word, either of 
the \virdonl or jufiicc of his proceedings; but in language 
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infinitely majeRic, djrpla~ s and dwells upon the greatnefs 
of his powe •. -It is true inoc:ed, the bc:autiful poetical diI: 
pIa\' of the order of creation, may be faid to ;mply in it 
wif~fom as well as power i but if fo, all that is there ad. 
\'anced, is to iIIufirate the power and wifdom of the Crea­
tor, and by that means to impofc: filc::nce ell the rafh chal-
lenges of the creature. · 

The other example is from the New Tenament~ where 
the ApotUe, after introducing an objc:aion againft the die 
"ine pllrpofe as to the nate of man, does not gfTer any 
otller rearon, bllt has recourfe to the fo\-ereignty of God, 
Rom. vii. 18, 19, 2.0. h Therefore it is not of him that 
"\v!lleth," &c. 

It \\,ill, be perhaps hard or itnpoffible for :"OU to enter 
into this at once, as I confers it \\'as 10 me in early life; 
hut 1 now fee more of the neceffity of fubjeding ourfelves 
to the Div~ne SO\7ereignt}F, and making lIfe of it to re· 
firain and reprefs our raOl and curious enquiries. It is 
finely im(!gined in Milton, that he makes a part of the 
damned in hell to tormetlt tllemfelves \vith llnfearch. 
able quefiions about fixed fate, foreknowledge abfolute. 
It is certain that we cannot now fathom thore fubjetls­
if \\'e ever thall to etern"ity. As I hinted formerly, it 
is of confiderahle ufe to obferve the analogy there is be. 
tween the courfe of nature, providence and grace. There 
are a vail number 'of things -fl which \\'e nlull needs re­
fohoe the Ian queflion, fo to fptak, into the fovereignty of 
God. Why did God fee it fit to people this ,,'orld 10 ve­
ry thinly? 'Vhy does the improvement of human arts 
proceed fo very imperfeCtly? \Vhy is the chief bleffing 
tllat God ever befio\ved }"et unknO\Vrl to a van nunlber of 
the human race? 'fhe flate of a favage tribe and of a cuI. 
tivated fociety, ho\v do they differ in the fame climate? 
'Vhy was' fo great a part of this vall continent for fo rna· 
ny ages a howling wildernefs-a dwelling for wild be~fis, 
and a few human creatures little lefs ravage than they ?­
'Vhy is one perfon born into the world a Have, and ano­
ther a monarch? l:ven with regard to morals, which 
are the fource of the higbefi dignity and the highefi hap­
pinefs-I could fuppofe one born in i:L great, but profligate 
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family, fupplicd with an the means of indulgence, folicited 
b}' the worfl examples, and beret by interefied flatterers; 
and I could fuppofe another born of pious parents, with' 
the moll amiabJe example, the moll: careful infiruCl:ion, 
the moll re~uJar government-\vhy are there fo vall ad. 
vantages ~iven to tlle one, and fo hard a trial impofed on 
the other? mull we not fa}", " t\'en fo Father," &.c. In 
tenlporal and fpiritual, llatural and perfonal circumfian. 
ces. there is every where to be feen much of the fovereign. 
ty of God. 

I'T. The next chara8er of Goers decrees is that they 
are jufi, and that they are holy. He is righteous in all 
his \va}7s, and holy ill all hjs works; 8Tld it is the union' 
of righteoufne·fs alld holinefs \\lith the mon unfearchable 
depth of wifdom that gives occafion to the adoration, Rev. 
~iii. 8. "Great and Inarve}Jous," &.c. Nothing can be 
Inore manifefi than that all the calamities \\'hich Gocl in 

, his Providerlce inflifls on earth, and the future juclgments 
which he \\rill infliCt on tIle ungodly, are reprefented as 
aCts of jufiice. The only diffic~lty or objeClion that iies 
in the way of this, arifes from th~ next particular, to which 
"re will therefore proceed, viz. 

V. That tIle decrees of God are fixed, abfolute an(1 un. 
changeable; that which he hath ordained {hall certainly 
come to pars, and notl1ing can oppofe it, fub\Tert it, or take 
its place. Here then the difficulty arifes full upon us, ho\v 
filall \ve reconciie tllis with the free agency of the creature, 
with the guilt of fin\ or the righteoufnefs of the punifhmellt 
of fin? yet this is affirmed by all found divines, as in the 
confefJion of faith, chap. iii. fef:t. I. " God from all eter. 
nity did by the mon holy and wife counfd of his own 
"'111 freely an(l unchangeably ordain 'whatever comes to 
pals; yet fo as thereby ~either is God the author of fin, 
nor is violen'ce offered to the \viII of the creature; nor is 
tIle libert}· or contirlgency of fecond caufes takerl away, 
but rather eibblifhed." This fubjeC1: has exercifed the 
rea ion of men in all ages, fo far as it has heen propofed to 
t}leln, out p"rticula,rly that of divines. rrlle fubjeCt is 
dark and intricate as any bouy may eafily perceive. 
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Ii is remarkable what weak t~irigs fometimes men of 
fenfe win fay upon ruch fuhjetls, \vhen it feems necd~ 
flry to the~ to .fay fomething in f~vor f?f their own. hyp~. 
thetis. One wnter propofes to htnifelf to reconcIle dlls 
diHerence, and fays .. God fore fees and predetermines Ie'; 
tions in different ways, and each according to its own 
nature; that he forefecs neceffar, aatOnS as necefTary, free 
aaions as free, and contingent eve~ts as contingent. 
This is jufi raying nothing at all, and it tiadbeen better 
to have fdid nothing than to"have faid it. Every body 
k·oows that as far as th.efe .different kinds of aaions and 
events take plac~ in the fyftem, mey are fa ordained of 
God; But itOehoved this aUthor to fl1ew how any aClioli 
cvuld be free~ or any event contingent~ upon the fuppofi. 
tion of the Divine Providence or decree; . . , . 

Others haVe attempted to fotve the difficulty by found •. 
jng the decrees upon foreknowledge; and this UpOR Goj's 
difiinCl: and perfett view of every perron's difpofition, cLnd 
-how men will detetmine in every circumf\ance in which 
-they tan be plated. . But this is liable .to two of:ijeCl:ions 
( I) that fOi"eknowI~dge makes no difference as to de­
crees, for whether God confidered the thing as a confe. 
quence of another o~ not; if he forefa\v the confequence, 
he admitted and ordaine~ that event as a part of the gene­
ral fyfte01- The other objection is, that it takes for grant.;. 
ed the fyfieni of what ill called moral neceffity, which 
bring~ back .the fame difficulty with re.douhled tbree. It 
is remarkable th1~ the ad\tocates for neceffity ha\1e adopted 
a difiinCtion made' ufe of for other purpdfes, and forced 
it into their ferVice; I mean moral and natural neceffi. 
ty-"-they fay naturalot phyficai neceillty takes away liber. 
ty, but mora.l neceffity does not-at the fame time they 
explain moral neceffity fa as to make it truly phyfical orna-
. tural. That is phyfical nec:effity which is the invincible ef. 
feB: of tIle law of nature, and it is neither lefs natura) nor 
lefs unfurmountable if it is frQm the laws of fpirit, than it 
\vould be if it \\·ere from the la\vs of matter. To fee 110w 
fome peop1e are 10ft upon the(e fubjeCts, 'you may ohferve 
that the great argument that men are determin~d by the 
firongeft motives, is a mere equivocation, and what logici-

\1' OL. 1-,·1". .1\1 .. . . . 



Lectures on Di'i:illilJ. 

anscallpetitio p,'incipii. Ttisimpoffibleeventoproduce any 
mt(lillln of proof that it is t!le flrotlgefl motive, except that 
it hclS prevailed, It is not the greaten in itfeJf. nor does 
it f~em to be in all rerpeCl.s firongdl to the agent; but you 
fay it appears firongeft in tht! mean time-why? Becaufc 
you ,vere deterlnined by it: alas you promifcd to prove 
that I \vas deterlnined by the strongest mOliYJe.. and you 
have only fhown that I had a mori'ile when I aCted. But 
.what has determinerl you then? can any effeCt be without 
a caufe? I anf'wer-fuppofing my lelt~determining power 
to exifl, it is as real a caufe of its proper an(l dining"ilb. 
ing efl~a, as }~our moral necc:ffity; fo that the IJ)atter 
jull comes to a Hand. and is but one and the fame thing 
on one ficie antI on the otl1er. 

But even fUPIJofe the f}~fiem of neceffity true, the dif. 
ficulty of r~onciling it with the guilt of fin, and the 
righteoufnefs of God's judgment, is as great as upon any 
fuppofition whatever, Otht!rs have made uf~ of a metaphi­
neaL argument to reconcile forekno\vlelige \\9ith liberty. 
They fay, when any thiug is done in time, it only fhews 
tile futurit)· of the action~ as tIle feflool men fay. It \vas 
a true prbpofitioll from all eternity that fuch a thing would· 
be done; and e';ef}' trutll being the objeCt of the divoine 
kllo\,vledge, God's foreleeillg it \vas 110 more the caufe of 
it, than a man'~ Jeeing anotller do a thing at a diflance is 
the caufe of its being dOlle. But even this does not fatif. 
fJ the mind, as the difficulty arifes from the certainty of 
the eVcl1t itfelf, as bt:ing inconfiftent with tIle freedool of 
the agent, tl0t the \vay in \\tl1ich it 'Comes to be known. 

It deferves particular notice that feveral able \vriters 
havt! fhtwn, that with refpetl to the mon ditIicult part of 
tht! decrees of Go(l, all the feveral feels of Cllrifiians at 
b~ttO~l fay tIlt hlnle thing, Except that clafs .of Socinians 
who deny the oinnifciencc and forckno\yledge of God alto­
getller, and they are fo direC1:ly oppofite to the letter of 
fcripture that they deferve no regard.-1'he Arminians 
la", that God. l1as decrec(\ tllat all that he forefa\v \vould 
W;lieve and rept!ot, 1hould be raved-for which purpofe 
all ha\1e fufficient grace gi\ten thern. But could not om­
nipotence have givel~ . the!U effeCtual grace to overcome 
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their o!lfiinac}" ? Yes \\tithout dOllllt; an,) ire there not 
fOll1e, tna~ ha<t as ot,flinate all(l profti~ate nattlres as thol~ 
that perifh. ovt:rccme hy fJivine powe .. ?-y~s it is not 
eafy lO deny this-that he did not gi\'e the: t:fft:tlual grac~ 
to Jonle 1 arid gave it to otllers. So that they mull at laft 
fay, u even fo Father," !te. 

It is more cary to 'hew that tht: Suprahpfari:tns and 
Sublapfarians are at bottom of the fame principle. AU 

. then have this llifficl,lt}- before them-to account for the 
divirle purport! confiflently witll the guilt of fin. 

But I would go a little farther and fay the difficulty is 
the fame in natural as it is in revealetl reli}!ioll, anti the 
faille in tile courfc: of natllre as ill lloth. TIle certaio!y 
of evel1ts makes as nll,ch a1!ainfi con111lon Jiligencc: in 
the affdirs of life, as a~ainfl dili~ence in Teli~ion. The 
fates which the fioics of old held, was called the ;gna~a 
ratio of the fioics. .. 

For my own part I freely own, that I could never fe~ 
any thing fatisfatlory in the attempts of diYin~s or l\feta. 
phyficians to reconcile there two things; but it does not 
appear diffi.;ult to me to believe preci.ely in the form of 
our cOllfeffjon of faith-to belie\1e both the certainty of 
God's purpofe and the free agency of the creatur~. N(,f 

does my being unable to exp!ain thefe doctrines form an 
ebjetlion againft one or the other. 

LEe T U R E XIV. 

OF the covenallt of works and the fall of man~ This 
feems to be the next thing in order.-That I may 

treat of it as concifely as poffible, I will make the follow­
ing obfc:rvations • 

. I. It is jullly and properly by divines, confidered as 
a eovel1ant. l"he \vorcl co:oenal1t is not indeed ma(ie ufe 
of by Mofes in giving the hinory of the fall, for which rna. 



ny ielfons may be ~ned. Tile fcripture does net fa 
nlurll iim:t tbe phralC as fi~ the thing itfclf. ,,·hich we ~­
c~prcis '~\' it.. 1'ile word COY~11atlt is ufcd with latituUe 
in fcrirt:lre.. 'Tnu" Jer. xuiii. ~Q~ 2.5- ... Thus t3.ilh the 
" Lor~ i!" \ 011 can bre.ak my cove_niHlL " &c.. 1t may l-e 
tlt~je: ~ ~:l th:\! there 11lull of nc~c:fbt~· be f\lane impropriety 
in t~.a!n~ any tnulatlion bet"-~Il God and mail a covc­
n~!n!, bc:c~u*c: it 111Uti d!fiCr confid~rabl}~ tTem ~n enga~l:­
tne:l\ 0' perlollS cqu~i illld free.. But as far as there ca:t 
b-~' a coveO:lI)t retallCll betwecil God and ma~ it eviden~ .. 
l}' tcoL pt~~c~ he~. TIle givi~ a a~~!al crmmand. with 
a th~3Iel)ing anl~xcd, d~s c'~idcntly ilfeply in it ruch a 
co~'enant. 

t 2. It fcerw~ juft anti propel! to flippek that merely ab­
fia:nillg fi"om the tree of know)~ at' gcorl' and evil ,,'as 
Jlot the Dll!y dllty preJcribed and denlClldeti by God, but 
that the den.and ~~te!lded to cni\~eriaJ obtdie8£e. 
" rrne Jt!wilh Rabbics fay, that Geld )!ave Ada& fi.1C pre~ 
c~ptS; (1) to worfhip God; {~} t~ do juAice; E3) 001 
~ fhtd human blood; (.4) nol to. lbake ufe oi idols Ol! 

inla~:~,; (5) Ilot to t:0I" nlit rapine cad tTaud; (6} ~ a· 
Tohl ineel!'. But all this is witha\lt' the ~an proof. 

3. \V"e .my confid~r Jhc £boice ~f th~ command foc 
trial~ not to ~at of the tree of know ledge ~f good anti ~YiL 
This may give occ.fion to ~an! £onjcClure~ and like­
w~Je to 0120Y folid rel1larks. It is c~lljeaured by marlY 
that the tree had in it a noifome quality that made the 
bod}· liable to cOTnlption, as G~ oftell orders his COD1-

mands fo that obedience to them is of itfelf happinef~t 
and difobedien~e is mifeIJ'". If ,,-e fuppofe the eatin~: 
~Lis tree ~ad nothing in iddf either ~~l or evil. and it 
15 aikccl \\·h}' Gocl thOllght fit to fllfpeQ(1 tile fat~ of the h u .. -
man race on a pofiti\'e precept ? .. -It rna)t be anfwered~~ 
urn "3S an act of tc)\'erei~nty, to which we have n& right te 
objt>ct (:l) It might alii> be mere proper tOr the trial of 
pbe(liellCe, as the mere autlroritv of God \VOllJd be the 
rantlion. (3) It was a juft a~d n~tural ~kn&wlt:dgment 
ihat the crt:ature held all created comforts of God. (4) 
"f!lcre \vere' thetl fo fe,,, :elatiollS that there eQuid: ~ nQ 

trial upon the precepts of the fecoo.~ t~~ , . ,. . . .. 
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4- It appears thlt Adam .. in the c:ovena1lts of worb, 
was to be confidered as the federal ~(l aRtl rcprefenta~ 
live of tIre lwman race, ti he was th!R the natural llead. 
By tbe manner in whi¢h tile hum3n raee was ttl dd'cend 
fiom ~ tk punilhment ina;aed upon bim" mull cf 
COtJftc defcend to them. Ii we fuppofe tint GOO n'i«,!ht 
julUy t:feale an orci:r of behg4 like to what man is.. to 
defcend from- one anatht:r. and to prop~ate ~e nature 
which he bad" the matter could not have fallell out other. 
wife, in cafe of flft, tban it did. 

s. Let us cor:ftder the import of the threatening. In 
Cl the day thQU eat:ft thereof~ thou fhtit fnreJ, die :" That 
tmlporal death W~ to be undr:rltocd by it, and all tha 
fd'aings· preparatory to death, InUit nc:cdfariiy be ad. 
mitted. That it fuppofes aJfo fpiritual deatb~ or tbe fee 
pantiOft of the foul frem ~ is- a neceffuy c~m­
lante in the whole of this- matter. The exprefiiCDn-. Ge~ 
iii. 21~ "EeholQ. the nan is become like one of us," &c~ 
is by no means to be taken aa if God was afraid they would 
eat of the tree of life" and thereby become immortal. ThAi 
greaten pan of interpreters con~.1f thefc wmds as fpo. 
keR by way oE derif .. n, aflel as it is affQ JlIiObaOk that thiS 
tree had muclt in- it of a hcakh-givillg quality, if; \.as· not 
proper tlmt men devoted. ttO fo many iufferin~ flmu~d be 
pet-mitt-ed the ure of it. And as a' fa~rament, it \\'as to' be 
refufed to thofe ,,110 h~ brokea the C8I1Cll6nlt,. aad', were 
JhttclOre onworthy of the fignlo . 

Be~ we fpeak farther of the fall of man hy the brea=cfi 
.,f the C .. lveoont of works, it may be ex petled that we 
thould cOilfider a little the introduction of fill or: Illoral evil 
in general. \VI1Y dict God permit. firo: and tJ~e rrdin of 
~\·ils that foHow it ? This has been a qllefiioil fhat has 
exerdfed enquirers from the beginning, and efpet:ial1y 
nn(ier rh-e gofpel. I have treated a ~ittJe upon rhls itl the 
rlifcourfe upon the :iecrees, and than only t\LTtlter drop a 
k\v hints. Some fay that it was a necetfary confequence 
~f creating free agents; but there are Dldny obj<:l~tions to 



· ... 

94 

this. It is neither certain that it was :a necefr~ry conf~. 
quence~ nor that then: is any fuch worth in the tree a~ncy 
of the creature as to deferve to be preferved, at the price 
of this evil and lts train. Some Il.ve iaid that the evil, na. 
tural and mora), was nece[ary to the pcrfcflton of the 
\\

1thole, 3S the fhade of a pi6ure to the beauty of !~ whole 
piece. 1"his is the fubfimce of the' Bcltiliian rchc=n.~" the 
fuundation of whi~h I mentioned ~fore with the c~eaions 
againU it. I ihaU now only acid, that upon this fyitem it 
is nece[ary to fuppofe that al! the g(WA.i~ nat'iral arnl mora), 
tllat the univer!e coul(1 poffibly adnlit, is to be fOllnd iiI ir. 
This is e~ceedin~ly difficult to believe from ap~ar~l~ces, 
and it is impoffible to illpport it u-ithout lilyin~ GGJ him .. 
felf under the chains of Ilt:Ct!iJi~V. It is certailliv ill6nite. 

~ ~ 

Iy preterat,le to take fcripture truths itlll as they :!al1d, that 
God is infinitel)· hol)1t-has teili6~d his abhorrence to fin 
-and therefore cannot be t!le author of it-that he has 
notwithfianding mofl jufily ptrmitted it---and thst he will 
iiluflrate his o\vn glory by it-but that the difpo6tion of 
his providence and grace is to us I~nfea..~chable. 

There is mention made in fcriptule of the angels that 
finned; from which it appears that fin was introduced 
among them. The fcriptures have not informed us of 
many circumftances on this fubjeEt, \Vhic~ as ufual, men 
of fertile inventions have endeavored to fupply by coo­
jeCtures, or to determine from very flender evidence. 
Some have even prefumed to determine the number of 
the fanen angels, or at lean their pr.oportion to thore that 
11(\0£1, from Rev. xii. 3, 4- U And there appeared another 
"\\"onder in heaven, and behold a S!reat red Dragon ha­
l' ving feven heads and ten horns, and feven crowns upon 
"his heads, and his tail drew the th:rd part of the fiars of 
" heavell, and did caft them to the earth.') But this is 
a mifapplication of the paffage in that prophecy, which be­
longs to the vifible cllllrch on eartl,. Some ha\re raid 
the fin of the ang~ls was envy-fome impiety or luft; 
but the greater number ]>rid~; and this lall feems to 
have the mon truth in it, not becaufe we know any thlng 
certain of the circumUances of their rebdlion, but b:. 
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~ure pn\!c <:' ,fclf-fufficienry fc:cms to be the ~[ence or 
rol.n.: il;,l~ t 0: .ul our fin. 

,\~ e ,10 ~.ot k.lO\l" the ttllle of th~ir r~ll, nor indetd with 
rnud! \.-ert.inh the ti.ne of thcir CtUtion.. 'Ve onl)" know 
th.l~ ~hc:ir f.l!l W.AS bcio~ that of mar. -antI th&t God ~ ... 
f~1 b," the £n~d~ that finnc:J-~n-' 1 hat they are re~n;cd 
:0 cb".ins under darkn.:ts to tht: judcment of th: gre:at 

t!1'''' 
So.ne hl\-e e~ercird themfelves in conjeaurinst how 

)on~ ~ur lirtl J»rents continu~ in the ftat~ of inn~ence .. 
S\) .. ,c tuppolc tiley fel! upon the: fi~·n dolY of their t~ltion 
-others th3.t they continu~ in inn~n~e fome y(~rs .. 
There is nothing raid in the: bouk of G:nefis th3.t an 
Jd~rmin~ this point with certainty, nor is i~ of much rno­
m~nt. couiJ it ~ dcternlined, 

Eve ~c: I~id to Rave been telnpted be the ff!rpent, and by 
m~ny p.liT~g~s of fcrirAure it is put beyond a doubt, that it 
was by the: Ik,,;( or Prince of the &.Uen an~cls. It ought 
not to be undcrft~ allegorically ~ Probably he made ufc of 
thls creature as the fitteft form in which be cO!.ild appear. 
Al.loy h:lve fuppofed it .-as one of the bf~~ht fiery lcrpents 
taolt ~ f~en in Arabi:t (~nd fom:: P3rts of the eatl) and that 
h~ 3pJkared to Eve as an ange~, which \\"ou~J the more ea­
iiI}' ace'lll:lt fur the df!cep~ion.. if :his opini:lo is enlbraced. 
we IDul1 however fuppof~ that the f:rpe8lt was nlore glo­
rious ilC~ore the f.lll than fillce, in his appe.ratlCe ; alld in­
deed it is pro~lb!e thalt lnoll, or all the r.reatllres, ,,gere 
Dlcrc exce)l~nt in their kind, before than after the fall. 
B~i 1A"llat \\"e are chiefl}- to attend to, is the cqnfc:quence 

of the fun upon Adam and his ponerity.. As to them .. 
fc:lves, they loll a great part of the image of God, in which 
they were t:re,\teJ. They became the objeas of divme 
clifple:afure; their eyes \\tere opened, and the}" felt fhalne 
for tlleir 11ake<lllefs; were flruck with the alarm of an e\'il 
confcience; were driven f.-om the terrellrial paradife; 
e~~i ofed to many fuff~rin~s \\·hich \\'ere to end ill death. 
~nd obliged to labor on the accurfe<l groullll. Some ft:\\­

of the ancients have bdieved that our firtl parents peri01ell 
eternall}·; but that has been f~r from the general belief: 
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",hich has been, that as the firfl: promife was mad-c t~ 
th~m they undc:rftood anJ improved it, and m:eived con. 
4'oIatien by it_ 

As to the etTea of Adam's fin upon hi!; poflerity, it 
feems very plaift that the {late of cOI'T'Uption and wicked­
~fs which men are now in, is nated in fcriptU1"e as being 
the etTea and Jlunifhment of Aliam's !irfi lin, upon \vhich 
it will be fufficient to reaci the epifile to the Romans; 
chapter 5, from the 12th verfe and onward. And indeed 
when v.-e confider tIle univerfality of theeffeas of the faJ), 
it is not to be aCCOllnted for any other way, than from 
Adam's being the federal bead of the human race, and 
they honing in Ilim, and falling with bim t in his firfi: 
-tranfgreffion. 

rrhe fjrn and chief of thele eneas is the corruption of 
our nature that man no\v c-omes into the \\'orld in :l nate 
of impurity or moral defilement.. 1Ve win firn confider 
the fcripture proof of -origin!') fin, and then fay, as far as 
,\\·e nav.e wafrant from fcripture, what it is and the man .. 
neT of its cOlnmunication. 

I 1I1.111firfi mention the foUowing pa[ages m fcripture; 
Gen. v. 0, and 11_ U And God faw.,~J &.c_ Pfalm xx:!a·ii. 5-
n Behold I ¥.'as fhapen in iniquity /' &e. John iii. 6. 
64 That which i8 born," &(:. Rom. viii. " 8. Eph. ii. 3. 
~. And "''"ere by nature the children of wrath, even as 
c; others. " 

After confJde-ring the above paffages, let me ob. 
ferve to }·O\l that in this, as in moft fubjeCts, the general 
ftrain of the fcripture is fully a! convincing as particular 
paffages. The univerfal command of making atone. 
ment-Children receiving the badge of the covenant-­
the tenor of the promifes, "I will take away the Hony 
heart out of your ,c1e{h"--the force (J'r the Pfalmift David's 
prayer, " createw\:ithin me a clean heart,"-and many 
others of the fame import; but above all this doEl:rine of 
our Saviour' John iii. 3- " Verily, verily," &c_ To all 
this you -may add tXl">t:rience, 1'·he univerfal and early 
corruption of men in praaice is a {tanding evidence of the: 
impurity of their ori,inal. 



'Vhat is the binory 'of the world but the hHlory of lin­
than guilt? and do not children from the firft dawn of 
.. eafon fhow that they are wife to do ev jl; but to do good 
they have no know ledge ! 

As to the nature of original fin and the tranfmifficn of 
it, i think a few words may fuffice. \\"'e cettdinly difca. 
ver in mankind, pot only a difpofition without refirair.t 
to commit errors of a grofs nature, but in general an at­
tachment to, and Idve of the creature, mote than the Cre­
ator. It may not be improper here to confider the quef. 
rion, whether the wh(Jle nature is corrupt, fo that what. 
~;,erwe dt> is fin. It will be, I think very eafy to fetUe 
this point, if thf! meaning qf the enquiry be clearly under. 
flood. If the fupreme defire bf the mind, and leading 
principle be wrong, then every. thing that is direfted by it 
mufi have the nature of fin. 

Thofe who teprefent it in this light, do by no means 
a[ert that every at\: in p,very part of it is evil. Such as 
to fpeak truth--lo do jt1ftice--1.o fuew mercy, which cere 
tainly an unholy man may do • .4 Nay I fuppofe even the 
greaten finrier that evet was, tpeaks twenty true words, , 
\yhere he fpeaks one that is falfe. But what is meant to 
be afferted is, that every aaion of an unregenerate man 
is effential1y defeClive as a moral duty, becaufe flowing 
front a wrong principle; and tending to a wrong end,­
Let us fllppofe a m1n inflexibly fober and temperate from 
a concern for his health, ot a covetous defire of fparing his 
inoney, and one fhould fay there is no true virtue in this.! 
It would be ridiculous to fay that we aftitmecl that fobrie. 
ty was not a virtue, or that the perfon concerned fintled 
in being fober. This wili appear ,by expremng the fen­
timent in ariothe~ fonn. Every body would underfland 
and approve it; if we fhould fay, there is no virtue at all 
In that mifet who fiartTes his belly, or clothes himfelf with 
tags, only to fill his purfe •. 

As to the tranfmiffion of original fin, the queflion ill . 
to be fute difficult; and we ought to be referve<! upon the 
fubjeCl:. St. Auguftine faid it was of more confequet'\ce ,0 know how we are delivered from fin by Chrift, th:tn 
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l.etturts on DifJinity; 

bow we derive it from Adam. Yet we {hall fay a few 
words on tllis topic. It feerns to be agreed by the great. 
eft part that the foul is not derived from pur parents by 
natural ~eneration. and yet it fcems not reafonable to fup­
pore ~hat the foul is created impure. Therefore it fhould 
follow that a general corruption is. communicated by the 
~Y'", and that ti.ere is fo clore a union between the foul 
tnd body tha~ the imp7effions conveyed to us through the 
bodily orJZan8~ do tend to attach the atft\.'l:ions of the foul 
to things earthly and fenfual. If it fhould be faid, that 
the foul, ot} this fuppofition. mull: be united to the body as 
~n .att ofpunilhment or feverity; I would anfwer, that 
~he foul is united to the body in confequence of an aCt of 
iovt'rnment, by which the Creator decreed, that men 
Ihould be propa~ated by way ofnatural generation. And 
mailV have fuppoted that the fouls of all men that ever 
~ll be~ were creafted 'at the beS!ioning of the world, -and 
grarJuaJly came to the exercife of their ,powers, as the .bo-· 
ales came into ~xinence,·to whichlhey.belong •. 

PI 

-L E t T U R.E XV. 

7)1 Sin ita general and its -demerit; and oj actual sin, 
and its se'Ocral· divisions. 

0; .}i tin in ~eneral, and moral evil, we may obferve, 
· that the fcripture uniformly reprtfents it to us in 
the moil od!ous light. Of God it is fa~d, "he is of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity." It is faid to be that which 
his foul hates. To grieve him--to difhonor hinl--and to 
rrovoke his wrath. And t110ugh we muft exclude from 
our minds, every thing, in there frequ~nt expreffions, 
that belong to human -pallions orweaknefs, the jun and 
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legitimate inre~nce to be· drawn from it is, the great and 
unfpeakable ev,l of fin. 

As the evil of fin appears from every pa~e or the facted 
oracles; fo it alfo app'~ars in the deareH mauner fiom 
its etTtds, and the mifery that follows it. All natural 
evils are the fruits of fin-all the fllfferin~s in the valley 
of terror fhoot from it. And if we lay down the ril!h~(". 
oufnefs uf Providence as a principle, Dr. Butler htiS fht:wn 
in his analogy, that the pllnifhrnent .. and therefore the 
guilt of fin is very great-d.lat fometimes very weat and 
lailing futrerings are the conft:quence of a8s, one would 
think not tIle anoft atrocious. The contagion of fin­
Tht: rage of violc:nt paffion-And the terror of eonfcience 
in fOIDe illilances, all tend to prove the evil of fin. 

Olle can fcarcel:; have a clearer idea of the evil of fin, 
than by comparing the effc:~s of piety and virtue, fo far 
as our own experience has enabled uS to fonn an idea of 
thenl, with the effects of univerfal corruption and depra­
vity in any fotiety. 

Here perhaps it may be prope~ jufl to mention the 
quefiion.. whether it is proper to fay there is an infinite 
eviljn fin ? I would anfwer it thus, there is not a fil1g1e 
argument againft it, only this.. tllat the aCtions done in 
time by a finite ~reature canliot have in them an infinite 
evil; but this is not the thing denit1:1: for all the fyfieml 
with one voice fay, tilat it is not iI1finite in all refpetl.s, 
otherwife all fins would be equal. which indeed it is raid 
that the floics anciently have held. But as far as there 
can be meaning to us in the expreffion, it mull be proper 
to fay the evil of fin is infinite: not only beeaufe when 
we conftdtr the feveral particulars that iUuftrate the evil 
of it.. we fee no end to them, but becaufe fin is properly 
an oppofition to the nature, and a tranlgrtffion of the law 
of God. Now his nature being infinitely ex.cellent, and 
the obligation 011 us arifing from llis infinite perfeCtions 
in hinlielf, his fllli property in, and abfolute domin~oB 
Over lIS bein~ inconceivably· great, I reckon t!lat tt1ere 
muft be the very fame juflit:e and propriety.~ i" 'laying 
that there is an infinite evil in fin, as an infimte &oocl~ 
n~fs in "od. 



Sin is explained in general in our Cattr.hifm, M be 
a want of conformity unto, t).. tr.lnt~rdfi~~ ~)f lhe law of 
God. In t:lis (Icfinition of fin it· is divided into fins of . 
olni'flion or of coolmiiflOo. 'fhe law of God is a peTfea 
rule, and every dt \-iation from it is fin, \\ hether in the 
matter of the dilty, O~· principle from ,,-hich it ought to 
flow. An aCtion to be truly good, mull be compleat in 
~lj refl)cC\s. Hence fon1e obferve that aCtions truly goocl 
~re equally good, ~caufe they are perfea, they compleat. 
ly fulfil -the law, and are performtd at the very time 
wIlen it Was req~ired. But fillS are not equally evil. 
fom~ ar~ very IDuch aggravated in comparifon of others 
f \lIn HI«:IY circumflaQces eafy to imagine-Let one juft 
c(Jllfi(le.r the ditlinCtion of fins, with a remark or two tlP. 
9n each. (l'~) Sins of omiffion and commiffion. \v'" e 
.re not to fupp,ofe that fins of omHlion are conftantly, . 
~nd by their. uclture, lefs heinous than fins .of commiffion. 
T.ht:r~ ~r~ fome duties fo important, and. the obligation 
to wpi(;h are fo flrong alld manifeft, that the omiffion of 
~hem is an offepce as much aggravated as any that can be 
named, and much more fo thatl fome fins of comrnjffion~ 
~ t~tal ancLhapitual pegle8 of God'$ worihip, is certainly 
much m()re criminal than fome rafh injurious exprdlions, 
\vhilh are fins of comPlHIion~ (2.) Sins voluntary and 
j,nvo'untary. ,l\ll fins may be faid to be in fome fenre vo­
luntary, as lying properly in the difpofition of the heart 
,.n~i wil1~ Some are of opinion that origina1 fin itfelf is 
voluntary, the cqrrupt bi"s from the corrupted frame 
pot talting away the libertY,lece[ary tG moral atlion, and 
the qll l}ling in the c011fent given to the folicitation. It is 
Jtowever certain that all aauCll fin filould be confiuered as 
voll)~tary, beipg fa in its nature. But rome fins are fa:d 
'0 be invoIQnt~ry, when they are from inattentioll, and 
fogtetime~ when they are the efl't8: of long habit, fo that 
they ar~ ~pne without deliberation and without refltCl:ion. 
'fhefe are npt aqy w~y e~cufe41ble on that account; be­
~aufe tllat waqt 9.f ~tt~ntion is a very great fin .. and the 
vow~r of habit has be~n conti aaed by aas of wickednefs. 

3. There ~re fome f\ns 9f igo9rance, fome againi 
ight.-.light in general is an ag~ravatiot ~ of fi!l. Igno.-
lance tot~l ~n~ ~~Vill~ible~ takes aw~y all fin-~ut is· 
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· r.or:met tnay often be ~afily prevented: 1M rometimes 
ignorance ~~,ay be fo circumtlanced as to 3g~ravate fin, 
as when it arires from an a"erfion and hatred to the li~ht. 
This is nearly conne6ed with the opinion of the inno. 
eence of error. There are great numbers who "'ill news 
have it, that error in judgment cannot be crintinal.. if the 
perron is fincerely of that opinion which hf' profc:rrc:s or 
avows. This is called by bifhop \Varburton.. the mailer 
prejudice of this age. But it is plain that error mult jufl 
he confide!'ed as ignorance. rfo fay that a perlon mit: 
takes his duty with perfett innocence.. is to fuppoJe God 
bas not given fuflicient means of clifcovering and difiin­
guHhing truth from falfehood. 

There are feveral other (livifions offins that may be in. 
troduced; fuch as fins in tllOUJ.!ht, ii' \vom, ancl in d~t7(I. 
Filthinefs of the flefh and of the fpirit; occafional and 
reigning fins: but as they have little difficulty in them, 
fo the explanation of them is no way necc:ffary to the el:­
plaining of evangelical truth; for which reafon I will not 
difcllfs them. 

There are fome maxims in ellimating the morality of 
aCtions, that, though ~enerally adnlitted, carry fome diffi. 
culty in them, when applied llni\7erl:l!!~'; as for example 
-that a fin is the more highly aggra\C~:e"d when it is com­
mitted with little temptation; an(l that it virtuous aBion 
is more laudal)Je, \vhen it evercomes th~ greateR teolpta­
tions. If we extend this to in\vard, as \':ell as outward 
temptation, which is commollly done, it teems to take 
much from the merit of true holinefs in eminent faints, 
and to annihilate altogether the excellenc)· of the D=vir'e 
holinefs~' The maxim mtln therefore, either be Ii miOa~:~~, 
or mifapphed. One of the contraries that flows from 1 t. is 
certaillly true, viz. that an ac\ioll is not praife-,,'ort'1~" 1!"! 

proportioll as the contrary is viriotls. It is O'1e (,:' !. 'e 
hi)!hefi degrees of vice to be without fl~ttlral aff.·t~!,~q. :1.1'0. 

to negleCl: the com mon care of fam i I Y and rt: I:.! t : ('. : s; b. c 
to take care of them, Ilas but very lilt}: .. th1t 1~ ~~;-~::!~~.\\.(' .... 

thy in it. \\tllenever we find d.ffi ... ~uhy ill the'~ t. ~:: l..~:: :s 
but :"t:afoning them up to the qtldtio:l f): I·!),·~·;'· :\.1..: 1Il. ... 

-celfity, the dependance and ~aivlty o~ ~ .. ;! C:·i.·.t"l;r~~ W!l;;:-':: 



· we fhould always flop fhort, as bc:ing above our com pre­
l1enfion. 

1nere is one thing very remarkable, that in the rcrip. 
tures, tIle fin of our nature is atwa~ s ad(Juretl c.s all age 
gravation of our ~uilt; btlt loofe pcrfons in principle alld 
in praCtice, are apt to prodtlCe it as an extenuation of tale 
aClual tranfgreflion which proceeds from it. Nor. I be. 
)~eve, is there any way by which men Can be taken offiiOI1) 
{ucb views. but by a thorou~h work ot conviction, and the 
power of divine grace. 1'herefore a Dlloiller of great piety 
and judgment once raid to me, U No man will cordially be. 

· lieve the doCtrine of 1itlvation by grace, contained in our 
Catccllifm arJcl confi:ffion, unJefs he is born of God. I can 
1hew by reafon tbat the fal! of mao, and tbe corruption 
of our natLJre is contained in the fcripture. I can thew 
tbat it is entirely correfpondent with the courfe of nature 
aud th~ fyfiem of Providence. But we need hardly ex. 
pea that it will be recei\"ed and approved till the pride 
of the beart is brought do\\pn, and the finner laid at tho 
foot.Ooo1 of divine mercy." 

Anotherremark I {hall make, and this alfo borrowed from 
a frielld, that every error or departure from the trutll might 
be traced back to a want of conviaion~ and not having_ 
due fenfe, of the evil of fin. Not\vitl1ftanding all tIle boan 
of concern for moral virtue, and the repeated objt:Ction 
tlIat the doClrine of falvation by grace leads to licentiouf. 
nefs and favors immorality, it is an unhurnbled fpirit that 
makes ruch perfons oppofe the truth. Self-righteoufnefs 
is eafiJy traced back to tllis-all tile merit of works may be 
reduced to it-had ruch perfons a proper fenfe of the ex~ 
tent and fpirituality of the law of God, they would never 
think of trufl:ing in themfel\les that they are righteous: and 
did th"!y feel the obligation upon every intelli~ent crea· 
ture, fupremely to hon()r the living and true God, they 
'v~uld fee the evil of ref\lfing it; but ,,'ould never think 
of pleading any merit from an imperfea performan~e of 
that which is fo ptrfeCtI.Y due. 

In the laft place, as to the inability of man to recover 
himfdf by his own powt:r, though I would never attempt 
to efiablilli a metaphylical fy£lem of neccflity, of which - -.. -
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in6dels avail themfelves in oppofition to all re1i~on nor 
prc:fumc to explain the influence of the Creator fln the 
creature; ret nothing is mo~ plain from f<riptun: or bet­
ter fupported hy daily experience, than that man by na· 
ture is in faa inrapahle of recovery without the power of 
GoJ fpccialJy interpofed. I .. ill not call it a neceRity ari. 
ling froan the im:fiUible laws of nature. I fee it is not a 
nc:cdlity of the fame kind as conflraint; Itut I fee it an 
impolfibility ruch as the finner never does overcome. A 
I.(c: a~thor in ScotIan(} thinks he has difco~e~d the great 
wheel that conneas the human fyRem with the univerfal 
kin~dom of God: tba! ~is race ofcrweatures were fuffered 
or ordained to come into exiflence, to be a ftanding mo­
nument to all other intelligences through the uni\'err~, that 
a rational creature once departing froID Ilis al)egian~e to 
his Creator, never could again recover it, but by his own 
Almighty power and JOvereign grace. 

LECTURE XVL 

Of the C(lfJenant ofqrace. 

WE come now to fpea~ of the CO\genant of Grace. 
This, taking it in a large fenfe, may be faid to 

comprehend the whole plan of falvation through Jefus 
Ch;ifl. I am not to mention every thing that belongs to 
this (ubjeCt; but before enterin~ direClly into the eonfiitu. 
tion of the s:ovenant of grace, it \vill be proper to fpea" a 
little of the doCtrine of fatisfaaion for the guilt of a crea .. 
ture. 

As to the firfi of there Was fatisfaaion or fome atone. 
mept neceffary? would .it have been inconfifient with die 
vine jufiice to have pardoned finners without it! might 
not the fOl'ereigntyand mercy of God hal'e difpenfed with 
the punifhment cf fin, both in the fanner and in the fure. 
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ty ? The agitation of this quefiicm, and the zeal that Ii 
fhc:wn by tome upon it, I cannot help faying, feems te 
arife front an inward averfion to the truth itfelf of the fa .. 
tiS atlion, and the conlc:ql1enc~s that follow from it. "?hat 
does it fignify, though anyone fhould admit that God by 
his iovereignty might have difpenf~d with demanding f~ .. 

, tis;"a8ion, if not\vithftandi,lg it appears in faa that he has 
dc:n130ded and cxacl~d it? "that without fheddillg of 
bi<Xx1 tjl~re is no remiffioll," and ,~ that there is no other 
Dalne," &c. \\'bether it has been fo ordained, becaufe to 
have: dOI,e uther\vife ,'.-ould have been inconfifient with 
the dit,ille perfeCl:ions, or becaufe fo it fecmed good unto 
God, feems at Jeafi an unneceffary if not an indecent 
quetiion. \Ve have an infinite concern in what God has 
done, but nOlle at all in \vhat he nlight have done. On 
what is really difficult upon this fubjeCt, we may howe .. 
ver tnake the few follo\ving remarks. , . 
- ( I ) From its atlual!y taking place as the will of God. 

we have good reafon to fay it was the wifefi and heft; 
the rather that we find many of the higheR encomiums on 
the Di\·ine perfeClions, as fhewing in this great difpenfa­
tion his power, wifClom, mercy and jufiice. His wifdom 
in a particular manner is often celebratt!d, Eph. iii. 10. 

Rom. xi. 33. At the fanle time jt' is proper to obferve 
the 11armOn}r of the divine attributes; that the jufiice of 
God appears more awful in the f ufferings of Chrill than if 
tIle Y/110le human race hall been devoted to perdition; and 
his mercy more aftonilhing and more aOliable in the gift 
-of his Son, than it 'could Ilave been in the total renliffian (if 

all fin without any fatisfaCtion, had it been poffible. 
(2.) rrhere is a particular proof of the neceffity of fatis..i 

fa8:ion that arifes from the death of Chrift, confidered as' 
intilllltely united with the Divine nature, which it has: 
been already prove<! that he poffeffed. Can we f~ppofe that 
luch a meafure \\~ould have bt:en taken, ifit had not been 
neceffary? Can' we fuppofe that the eternal Son of God 
would have' humBled himfelf thus, a"nd' been expofed to 
fnch a degree of temptation, and ruch alnllzing fufferings, 
if it had not been nece[ary l 
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3. AU the accounts given us in fcripture of the nature 
of God, his perieflions and government, confirm this flIp. 
po6tion. TI~ infini.le tui!ice and holinefs of his nature 
are often mentioned In Icrlpture; tnat he hates 6n, and 
cannot look lipan it lJut with abhorrenc~ and p.~rticular. 
11 that be will by no Ineans fplre the guilty. It is fome­
times ~bjeaed here, that jullice di&:ers from other attri. 
butes; alld that its clainls may be remitted, being due only 
to the periOD otfeo!led. But this which applies in part to 
man, callflot at .11 be applied !o God. I fay it applies 
in part to man, becaufe a matter of private right, inde­
pendent of the public good, he may cafdy pars by. But 
it is not fo with magifirates or public perfons, nor even 
with private perrons, when they ta.ke in the confideration 
or the whole. Beiides, \vhtn we confider the controverfy 
about the jtlftice of God and what it implies, we {hall fee­
the- grcatetl rearon to fuppofe what is called his vindi8:ive 
ju!licet yiz. -a difpofition to punifh fin becaure it truly me. 
rits it even independently of any con(equence of the pu.;, 
nifbmellt, either for the reformation of the perfon, or as an 
exa...rnple to _ others. The idea of juftice and guilt carries 
this in it, and if it did not there would be an apparent ini. 
quity in punlfhing any perfon for a purpofe different from 
his own good. 

II. The reCond queftion upon tbe fatisfaB:ion is, whe­
ther it was juft and proper to admit the fubftitution of ali 
inn9(:ent perion in the. room of the guilty.. _ This is what 
the Socinians combat with all their might. They fay it is 
contrary to jun~ce to punill. an innocent perron; -thit God 
mli~ always treat things as they. reali, are, and therefo~ 
cae never reckoil.it · any proeer atonement for fin to po­
nifh one that never. com mit ted any fiR. Before I nate the 
reafoning in fupport of -t!lis fundalnental-doarine of the 
gorpel, I will firn briefty point out the qualifications nee 
ce[ary in [lleh a fubftitution. (I) The fecurity underta .. 
king mull be willing; it would certainly be contrary to 
juftice to lay a punifhment upon a~ innocent ~rfon with. 
o~t his confent. (a) He mull be free and iildeptndent ha. 
ving a right over his o~n life, fo that he is not accoantable 
to allY other for the difpofal of it. (3) The perfon having 
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the d:mlnd mufi he fatis6ed an(t contented with the fu~ 
ftitution, inflead of perfonal punifhment.. (4) That the 
furety be truly able to make fatisfa8ion in full.. (5) That 
it be in aU n:fpeas as ufc:ful~ and that the f .. Werer be not 
loft tn the public. (6) fome sdd that he be related to and 
of the fame nature with the guilty. This il xencra11y ad .. 
ded from the cooilitution of Chrift's perron, ami in th.t 
inftance furely bas a great degree of iuitableneis, but docs 
Ilot feem to me to be fa neceffary as the other particulars 
for ellablithing the general principle. 

Now fuppoliog all there circumfiances, vicarious fatis­
Daion for fin feems to me eafily and perfe81y jutlifiable : 
to make this af>~ar, attend to the three following obferva.­
tions. ' 

( I) There is nothing in it at all contrary to jufiice. 11 
any innocent perron wete pnniined againft his will, or 
laid under a neceJlity of fuJferinR for t~e caufe of another, 
it would evidently be repu~nant to the idea of jllftice. 
But when, it is done, as by the fuppofition, willing)y and 
freely, iBjufiice is wholly excluded. .If \\?e could indC!Cd 
fuppofe ignorance and ralhnefs in the undertakjn~, fi) tbat 
he confented to what he did not ullderftand, there would 
l¥: injufiice, but this. alfo is ,~holly excluded in the cafe 
before ut. 

, (2) There is nothing in it contrary to. utijity, ·becaufe 
1\ .has precifely the fame effeCt in demonftrating the evil 
·of.W1 in the,Q~e c~fe:a8 in-the other. .In any human go­
vernment it certaillly forves as much to ratify the· law, and 
ill many cafes the exaCtil1g·the debt witb. rigor of a fure .. 
ty is .a Illore aw~l fan Ction' to,the )a'w, than even the 
fal¥a6lion of the offending . party • We have not in all 
h:ifipry.l think, an infialnce of., this kind fo ftriking a6 the 
l.wgiv~r of the, Lorrians, who had made a law that a­
d.ll1tery fhould be punifhed with t he lofs of both the eyes. 
His OWl} ron was fhortjy after convitled of the crim~ ; 
apel to fulfil the law1 he fuffered .. olle of his own ey~s to 
be .put out, and one of his Son's.' Every body mull per. 
teiv~ .that ruch an example waSI great~ .... terror to .ot.hers, 
than if the law had' been literally infliaed on the offen. 
~ After having m~ntioned thefe two particulars, I 



G\fc. R thAt the thing is in a moft precife and exaa man. 
ncr laid down in fcripture. It is impoOible to invent 
exprelflOos, that are eithet> more flrong or more de6nitt 
than are there to be found. It is an obfervation of rome 
of the Socinian \"riters that the word fatisfaaion is not 
to be found in fcriptul'f', and in this they often triumph: 
but nothing can be more ridiculous, for fatisfaaion is a 
modem termor art, and unknown in that fenfe to anti. 
quity. But can there be ~"Y thing mo~ plain, than that 
it is intended to e~ pTefs tbe very meaning fo fuJly and (0 
varioufiy exprefi"ed, both in the fcriptures and the_ heathen 
writers? The word in the Old Tc:Rament moft frequent­
ly ufed is. atonin~, making atonement for fin, or (or the 
foul. What could be more plain ~han not only !he great 
day of atonement, but the dail)' facrifice in wh:ch certain 
men were appointed to reprefent the people of I frae) , and 
Jay their hands on the head of the devoted beaR and con· 
fefs the fins of the people, which had not any other intel. 
ligible meaning than the transferring the guilt from the 
finner to the viaim. The fprinkling the bJood in the 
Old Teftanlent upon the 110rDs or the altar, whence by 
aUu6011 the blood of Chrifl is called the blood of (prink­
ling, carries this truth in it, in the plaineR: mmner. and 
the prophecies of I faiah, chap. Jiii~ 5, "he was wounded 
"for our tranfgn:flion" .. !te. "\\Then he fhall give his fool 
an offering for fin,"&c. Butwere tbere the leaft obfcurityin 
the type, the truth as Rated in the New Teftament, would 
put the matter out of all doubt. The exprellionc ate fo 
many tllat we canllot, and we need not enumerate them 
all-" redeemed-bought with a price-redeemed not 
\vith corruptible things, as filver or gold, but ,,'ith . the 
precious blood ofChrifi--This is my blood fhed for many, 
for the remifibn of fins-he gave himfelf a ramom for aU 
~unto him that loved U~, and- ,vallied us &om our fiDs 
in his own blood." 

I would juft add here, that as hy the confiitution of out 
nature, and our being made to defcend in a certain fue. 
ceffion by natural generation, th,-re is a communication 
of guilt and impurity from Adam; fo we have in human 
fociety, and indeed infeparable from it, the idea of com,. 
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~unica~l.~ by natural relation of honor and fhame, hap~ 
pinefs ~n(~ anifery, as well as the dearen notion of vol\1n~ 
tary fubftitutio!l. \Ve fee that the worth and eminent qua~ 
~ities of any perion, give lufire and dignity to his poneri~ 
·ty; and wickednefs or bafcn(:fs does jufi the contrary, 
:\Ve fee that men may eafily, and 09 necefi:'lrily, receiv~ 
.JIluch p]eafure from the happinefs of tlleir relations, and 
m.ifery. in fympathy with their fu~\!ring~. And as to \'0-

.luntary fubfiitution, it is ~s fan)iJiar to u~ as a~y tranfac~ 
tion in focial lif~. It is true there are not many jpfian~ 
~es of men's being bound in their life for one another; for 
which feveral good reafons may be affismed. Tllere are 
not many men of fuch exalted generofity as to be wining 
to forfeit life for life; it i$ rardy that this would be a prQ.. 
per or: adequate fatisfaaion to the law; and it would no,t 
\le the interefi of kuma~ fodety, commonly to receive it. 
Yet the thing i~ far from being inhuman or unpraCliftd­
TJlere are fQme infiances in anciellt t:mes, in which men . - . 

have procured JiQerty for their friends, by baing cC'lfined 
in tb!!ir rooffl.. ~nd both i~ a~ient and modern time~, 
bofiages <leliv~red hy natipns, or. public f~ieties, are obli •. 
ged to a~ide the punifhment due to their ~op.fiituents. . 

(3-) The third queJlion po tht: fubjeCt of ~atjsfaaion is, 
~rheth!!r it was -nece!fary that the redeelTler pr mediator 
. ~hou1d be ~ divi~e perron? It ~ay be aiked, w he~her an an­
gel of the highefi order, who was perfe¢.11y innocent, might 
not hare ma~e fatisfaBipn for the fins of men? Perhaps 
this !S !lne of \!Ie many q~eniplls ip theolo~y, tpat are un­
necdfary ~r improper. It is fufficient tp fay th~ .. it ap­
pears either t9 have be~n ne~e{f. y or pen, that one truly 
divine fhould make f~tisfaaion for fin? ~ince i~ ha~ peen 
ordained of Gad, w~o does ~lothing lmne<;dfary. . 

But btfidc::s this~ it fec.m~ to he confonant to other parts 
of n;veale~ reHgio~l, particu~~\Tfy the infinite ~vH of fin as 
committed againfi God, for which no finite b~ing ff~ms fuf­
ficient ~o atoll~. Tn ~llich w~ JTl~Y acl(J, th~t all finite, de­
penda~t, created peings are u!ld'!r fuch obligations them!' 
felves, that it is not ea(y to fee ",'hat ~hey can (10 in. obe~ 
~ience to tIle will of God, whic~ can have any Inerit in l~, 
gr which they would not b~ obliged to do for ~h~ fUfr9~q 
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Bfhis.gl~ry at any. tiu; neither does any created beinl 
fee In fo fruch his own :J afier, as to enter into any iucb. 
un.:le~aki11~. . 
~ There is an oujeClion made tc this doCl:rin~, fometimes 
to tbe following ~urJlOfe.-How could the fecond perf 011 

of thp. ever blefl"eQ Trinity be faid to make fatisfaaion t 
\Vasloe not equany offended with the other? Could h~ 
make fatisfaCtioll to himfc:lf? But this objeaion is \!afily 
folved, for not. to ment;on ttJat we cannot tr-lDsfer with 
fafety every thing human to God, the tiling in queft'~n is 
by no means unknown in human .affairs. Though for the 
payment of a debt on which the creditor infifis, it would 
be ridiculous to fay he might pay himfelf; yet in the 
cbiraaer of a magiflrate fitting to judge a criminal where 
he reprefents the public. it is no way unfuitable forbim 
to put off the pubEc perfon. and fatisfy the demands of 
juftice, and preferve the honor of the law. : 

Here I would conclu:1e by jun obferving, that ther~ is 
no necellity of a furety's doing juft the fame thing in kind 
~at the guilty perfon was bound to do.. The ch:naet­
and dignity of the furety may operate fo fat· as to produce 
the legal effett, and make the fatisfa8ion proper f"r giving 
its due honour to the law. Thus in the fufferings of Chrirt, 
the infinite value of the fufferer', perfon, makes the fuf. ' 
ferings to be confidered as a juft equiv~eQt to the eternal 
fulfering$ of a finit~ crealure. . 

m 

J., E C T U'R E XVII. ,. 

L ET us. proc~ed t~ the confiitution of the covenant·; 
and yuu nlay 9bferve that there is fome difference 

among ~rthodQx div~nes as to the way of fiatinp: the 
pa,tt:!es and tile terms of the covenant of grace. There 
feem~ t<.' be mention made in fcripture of a covenant or 
'ar~f!IJl~lnt ~~t.~~~n the rat~~r. an~ the SO!). This the g~. 

~ . 



nemity of CalYinift divine. confider as , r.parlte Gr fW8. 
paratory contratl. and cail it the covenant of ~emptien. 
Some however, c:fpecially tbore who have been termtf. 
Antinomian~ confider this as properly tbe covenant of 
pee, made with ChriR the fttond Adam as reprc:fentint 
his fpiritual feed, and tbe covenant laid to t.. made -ida 
believers to be only the execution or adminiflratiOil i 
that covenant, and therefore called a teRament, being the 
fruits of Cbrift's death, or ratified by the death nf the te(. 
tator. According to the different ways of viewing this 
matter, they exprefs themfc:lves difFerent:y. The firO far­
ing that the condition of the coven~nt of gra~e ~s faith in 
Jefus Chrill; and the other fa\-ing it is the righteoufners 
of C.hrift. I do not apprehend there need be any diffet. 
ence between thofe no\v mentioned, and I obfer\-e Mt. 
Willifoll in hi. catechifm takes it both ways. I fIlaU 
firn very fhortly fhew you from fcripture that there is 
plainly mention made of a covenant, or a tranfaflion be. 
tween the Father and the Son, which, if difiin~t from the 
cotenant of grace, Olay be propetly enough caUed the 
covenant of redemption. . 

There art many promifes ~ade dite81y to the medii • 
. tor refpe8ing this matter, Pf. ii.6. " I declare the de. 
C' cree," &c. Ifa. v. 3, io. "When he lhaH make his 
" foul,"~. &te.. Ifa_ xlii. I, 6, 7. 'c Behold R1Y fervant whom 
" I uphold; mine eletl: in whom my foul delighteth,1 
"have put my fpirit upon him, he fhall bring forth judge 
"ment to the Gentil~s. I the Lord have called thee in I 

'~righteoufnefs and will hold thine hand, and will keep 
" thee an(l give thee for acovenant of the people, for a light 
" of the Gentiles, Zech. vi. 13. "And the council of peace 
cc {hall be between tbem both." 1 only further mention 
Pf. xl. 6, 7, 8; "Sacrifice and offering thou didfi flot 
" (lefire," &.c. The truth is, that not only the Socinians 
who are enemies· to· the fatisfa8:ion tiC Chrift, but even the 
Arminian~ decline tIle admill'lOn· of thj~truth, and attempt 
to e~plain away the above texts; yet (omethiYlg e<}uivaleDt 
to it is fteceffarHy eonrequent upon Chrifi's· undertaking. 
\Vhen he was eonfiituted mediator by the Divine decr'e~t 
he muft have "affented to it, alld freely unClert~kerl~thC illl· 
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;ortl\lt charp. It is aUo evidmtly the (pirit ortfte New 
'''c:llament difpenfation that the hope and tbength .r be. 
lievers :lre in Chrift. H~ is faid to ba'l'e aK~ndcd 8p on 
high and received gib for IReR, and of. hit illnefs. WI 
are 'aid by the apoWc lobn. to receive ~raee for RRCe.. 

But the covenant of grace is raid to he mere iNqtJeftt-
Iy made with men. with the houk of IfreJ, .~h the ~he­
fen of God, with his people. It i~ a cownpatl or .~lfC" 
ment betWUD &xl and eJe& finners to gift r,eeIy anti ef 
mere mercy arift to die for them, and with him a per. 
don of fin and a right to everlafling lire, together with the 
Spirit of &n8dicatioo to make diem meet fOr it; aI· -hie ... 
the believer receives and ac:epts in the rnanaeJ! in .hidt 
it is offered and lefts his- eternal ftate upon it. This ~ 
aaiofl haa many diffeRDt titles Jt1ven it in fcriptun:. k is 
c.lled the COW1Ulflll tIf ~iJ«-, which IS properly the Theo­
logical phrafc II-WWIIIItI', beel-Ufff it is often called fo in 
the Old Teftament and in the New, and· of grw« beea,,", 
it iJ fo often repeated ia both that fa lvation is of gace, 
and particularly in order- to Rate the oppofition between it 
and th .. ~ovenant of "orb. It is aliC called a COftnan~ 

· of peace~ and that with a doubie yiew; tID difiinguifb if 
froln the covenant of "~rks, -and from the covenant 011 

Sinai at the gi.ing the law. It is. called like"ife an ever. 
lafting c~enant, to diftingoifh it from .oy t~mpo"ry ~ 
,enant-It i& aJfo can~ the;nH., and the- promifc 
made of GOD unto our father& 

In what I fbaU further offer upon it, it is my deGgn 
(I.) To confider- the ~OBflitution-ofthe cove~ntin its pro. 
~uifes and conditions. (s.) The various difpenfation. of 
it and their relations to one another. (3-1 In what m~A. 
ner the gofpel i&- to be preachEd agreeably to it, and whar 
views of things are contrary to it. 
. As to tlu: ~onnitution of the-co~~ 18u,iee the firft 

and leading idea of it is, free and unmerited· mercy-that 
fmners had defeIVed to perifh-that divine juflice pro­
nounced tbeir·coodMlloation. This muft lie at the foun. 
dation of die whok!.~It was for this reafon· that a medi­
ator was provided, and the.Saviour isofTered ·by God him. 
Jelf, as the fruit of his love, John· iii. l~ ~~.6ed- fo-lo.vcd· 



" the world:' !te. The freeners of falvation in the gog 
pel is largely infified on, and proved by L~e apofiJe in big 
epiftl~ to the RDmanst and piU'ticularJy chap. iv. 16. fpeak..; 
jog oi the c.o,-enant under the title of the law of faith, he 
fays, "therefore it is of faith.. that it might be of grace." 
This covenant is eRablifbed by a mediator, for every 
blemn, comes to believers through Chrift and for his 

, fake, who is made Ul)t~ us ~·ifdom and righteoufnefs. 
fanaification and redemption. The promifes of the co. 
venant of grace, may be taken in either view, more ge. 
nerally 01' Ir.Ne .. particularly.-In general, it pfC\tures de. 
Ji~erance ~qi dte wnth of God, and from eyery part of 
the c'lrfc of a broken law. Some alfo diftinguifh the prO., 
mifes generally, into ~race and glory,-peace with God. 
holincfs on eartb, and the enjoyment of God at Jaft. But 
that I may nate tbem in the way moll-proper for preaching 
the gofpel and carrying the meffage ~f peace, I fhall enu­
merate them ic the following order:~ 

(I) The covenant promifesChrift the mediator to make 
r.tisfaaion to. divine juftice by his fldFerings and death. 
He was the promife made of God llflto the fathers, and un.· 
tier the obfcurity of the ~ncient difpenfation be was the 
hope: of Jrrael, and the defire of all nations; and when he _ 
was. come into the world~ he was called the- Lord's Chrift, -: 
~nd the falvation of GOO. So Simeon expreffed himfe~ 
&& Lord nQw.l~tteft thou thy fervant depart in peace," &'c .. , 
And as the Redeemer appeared ,firit as the objeCt. of. 
fai~ to the ancient patriarchs, Co to convinced finners 
un4er the gofpel, a faviour is the firll ground of confo1a-
• tion. '. .. _ 

( :1) 1)e covenant promiCes the £on aBCI JRe pardon of 
aU fin .tbt:ough.Chrltl,. John i .. 16. Ita. )v.. .. ~:. T06 ,forgive. 
net$ of fins is the doCtrine which ChriO: commallded -his 
difciplcs to preach to all nations, beginning at· Jerufa]em, 
I T:m. i. IS .. "This is a faithful faying," &.c. The uni., 
Ycrfality of the offer ef mercy, i$ what particularly diftiQ. 
CUifhc~ it, M~tth. xi. 18. " Come unto me and him that 
"cometh, I wjll in no wife caR out." 8te. This. feems 
to be indeed the preliminary mercy, that opens the way to 
every other, jlld it was in th~s view that the gofpel·wu' 
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1lf~ached ~o tht hum?led and ne~y, Luke iv. 18. "The 
,. fpirit ot the Lord IS upon me,· !te. 

(3-) The covenant promifes the fpirit of fan8ificattoil 
to renew our nature, alld form us for t~e fervice of Gud, 
Jer. xxxi. 33, 34· Jer. xxxii. 40. "And I win make an 
"everJalling covenant . \\ ith them," &C, Eaek. XXXV!_ 

25, 26, 27. " "rhen will I fprinkle dean water upon you," 
,&c. Jt is witll a view to this, that we are told, Ads v. 31, 
"'fhat Chrift ",-as exalted," kc. I need Ilot multiply 
paffages to this pllrpofe. fur it is the conRant teftimony 
ofthe feriptures, that any gracious difpofition in belif:vers 
is the work of God's h.oly Spiri~ and th~efore are they 
called the fruit of the Spirit. It is not only the ~ringing 
finners again to God by repentance that is conGdlred as 
the \vork of God's Silitit; but the continuance and increafe 
of fal~ai6cation is attributed to their being an llabitation 
of God through the Spirit; " I \t\·illliv~ in them and walk 
" in them," &e. 

(4·) The covenant promifes the favor 01 God, and all 
its happy fruits, while in this life, a Cor. xvii. 18. uWher!!­
It fore come out from among them, and be ye feparate. 
" faith the Lord," &.c. I need not here mention the partie 
culars that fall under this head-deliverance from temp., 
tati,ons..-;..fupport under fuffetings-the fandified ufe of 
fufFtrings ; ~caure w¢ are in one word affured that " aU 
things fhall work together tor good to them that iove God,'· 
and 1 Cor. iii. ~l. :.~ For all things are yours, whether Paul 
or ApotJos,;J &e. 

(5.) In the laft place; the covenant promifes eternal 
lifu. VIe cannot fay what would have been the fuilnefa 
of that life which ~longed to the firil covenant I but it 
kems to be generally agreed, that the promife of a glori. 
ous immortality; c\)ntaicled in the gofpel, is much great. 
er and more valuable, than that which was loft by the 
fall. Life and immortality are faid to be brought to light 
by the gofpel J and Our Silviour is faid to have entered into 
the holieft of aU, as the firU fruits of them that llept, and 
to have gone to prepate a place for them, that where he is, 
there they may be aifo. 

p 
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Let us now fpeak of the conditions of the covenant ct 
grace. As I hinted before, thofe who make the covcnan~ 
of grace and covenant of redemption the lame thing, fay, 
the condition is Chrifl's perl~a m~rit and obtdience. Nei­
ther indeed is :here aAY thin~ eUe that can be caUm tbe 
meritorious conditiol}. ThQfe \\ ho ray that the covenant 
of grace was made with man, fa)- that the conditi~ns is Ia.th 
in our Lord Jefus Chrifl. And it is undoubtedly true, that 
faith intereRs u.s in Chrill, alld brings us real]y within tI~o 
bond of tl e covenant. F 3ith alone brings us to it; for any 
thin~ eIre that might he confidered as a condition, is only 
a promife of what (; NI will do tor his pt-ople. But to ftate 
this matter as clearly as I am able, ,,~ht:tiler there are con. 
ditions or not, or what are the conditions of the CO'~~11ant 
t)f grace, depends entirel}' on the fenfe in which 1\'e take 
tile \von! condition. If\\·e take it as inlpi)'ing proper me. 
rit, or the plea or claim in juflice for oblainin)! the promi. 
fes~ notlling can he plalner, than that there is not, and can­
not be of this kind: any condition, hut the, o1tmtary~ per .. 
ft:fl, meritorious obedience 01 the Lord Jefus Chrifl.. If we 
take it as fignitJ' ;n, any particular dlJt}" or performance, 
llS the teTn, on which the promife is fufpended, as in the 
firft covenant abHaining from the tree of knowledge of 
goOtl and f:vil, it can fcarcdy be faid \\:th propriety, that 
it has a cnndition ; for the tenor of the CO\~eJlant, in its 
promiling part, is fuch~ that every thing of this kind is pro­
roiled as the work of Go(L Therelore many divines have 
afferted, t~at ttie gofpel, flriClly fo called, has no condition, 
but confifis wholly i)f free and J!racious promifes. (See this 
matter wen fiated in Witfius' F~onomy of the Covenants.) 
-It is for this rea!oll, that it is often ca11ed a teftament, 
even wllere we have it tranflated covenant. 

But if condition is taken to lignify a charafler, qualifi­
cation, or wh~t is neceffary to fit us for everlafting life, 
then faith, repentance, new obedience, and final perre­
verance, are all conditions, but very improperly fo called. 
·I,!(h.:ed in this renfe the covenant of grace has as many 
cOllditions as the Jaw has duties, Yet f\'en in this view 
we are carefully to obft:r\'e, tllat there is a difference in 
the confiitution of the co\'enant of tr .lce, bet\Vcen faith 



UCluns on DitJ;ni". lIS 

in ta'1e blood of the J!.tonement, and its fruits, tile various 
gracc:s of the chri tlian lif~ • For 3S the pro~n !!t-s of th~ co. 
venant contain flot ol)ly the fr~ p.rdull of fin for Cllritl's 
fake, bllt alia tIle fpiril of falltl:ficalio'l, faith is tile im­
mediate ilillrumellt for re(;eivill~ or 1411ing 110)(1 of this 
mercy. If there is to man (properly rpe:lkin~) ~ condi. 
tioll of the covellallt. it mull ~ f..airh, bee.ure this, re­
nOllndn~ aJll~h' dependance, accepts anJ dofes with the 
pro nife: of recovery and falvation, jull in the manner in 
W'll~h it is ofFc:red freely, \~ithout money and \without 
price. It is phlinlv fi;.lted in this manner in the Epifile 
to the Rornaos. "Therefore it is by faith, that it may be 
by grace." "To him that \\~:>rketh is the rewanl not 
" reckoned of grac~, bllt of debt; but to him that worketll 
., not, but ~Iieveth in him that jufii6eth the uDt!odly, his 
U faith is counted to him for righteoufnefs." Faith in­
deed is highly proper for receiving the righteoufnefs of 
Chrill, becaufe it gives the glory only to God. To fup­
pore faith has any merit in it is jun as abfurd as to fup­
pore that a perf«.-n, being wholly needy and helplefs, his 
acceptin~ the bounty of anotller, is an evidence of'his ha­
ving abundance of his own. 

As to the fruits of faith, or works of righteoufnefs, no 
perron can deny that they are the proper evidence of our 
relation to God :-·rh.t they are the expreRicns of our 
love to hinl :~ Tilat they are n~cc:f[lry to form UI for his 
fervice an:! fit us tor his prc:fence: But being the work of 
his huly Spirit, anc} the clccomp,itb!llen: of his f~ithful pro­
mile, it is impoffible that they fboultl be in any n:fpetl: 
c!lnditions of the coV~ntlnt of grace. 

The I)romifcs of the COve'l~\!lt of ~cc are ran~ed in a 
certaill ori!er--they introduce an:) lead to one an:'lther, 
anli they are ta be recei\·~{! .lnJ appliecl precifely in the 
farne order-Coriil the ~viour-the free pardon of tin­
a new nature as the work of h~s fpirit-..illcreafe of Rrace 
---..a fclntli6ed Pr9viJ(!llce~vic\ory Over dcatil ..... tlld the 
po[dli:)11 of everlafling life.-prhde mull take pbce jon 
in the ord~r I have mcntion~(1 tbem. If the order is in. 
vcrted. the f,fiem is deftroyed. 
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2. The fecond thing to be confidert;~ is the various dil: 
penfations of the covenant, and their relation to one ano. 
ther. rrhe covenant of grace in every difpenfation differs 
from the CO\genant of works. The covenant of works re· 
quired perfeCt obedience, and one fin rendered it void. 
In the covenant of grace there is provifion made, not on· 
ly for reconciling the finner, but for daily pardon to the 
believer. In the covenallt of works every thing depends 
upon the petronal concluCt of the interefied party; in the 
covenant of grace ~here is a ~·ie(lia~or \1lho lays his hands 
~pon them botll. 

As to the (lifpenfations of-the covenant of grace we may 
confider them as appearillg before the la\v, under the law, 
~nd from the coming of Chrifi. . 

(t.) Before giving the law we fee the promife is made 
in the following terms~" The feed of the womatl fhall 
f' bruife the ferpant's head,"-And to Abraham-U In thy 
~, feed fbal} all the nation~ of the ear.th be bleffed." I think 
the promife, if not the covenant, was fubftantiaily made 
the fame then as now. The apofile to tlle Galatians, iii. 
17, thought tile fame tIling, that the promife to Abraham 
was the New Tefiament promife, and that whatever the 
law had Ileculiar to itfelf was poflerior to tIle promife, " and 
~~ this I fay that th~ covenallt which was cOllfirmed before 
f' of God in CQrifi,'~ &c. The promife at that time, as 
now. \vas eternal life i as the Apoflle to tIle Hebrews 
plainiy proves, Heb.· xi. I 3. ~, There all died in faith," 
&:c.-It is alfo plain I think, that as the promife to the 
fait~ of the ancient patriarchs was in fubfl~noe tIle fame 
with ours, fo their faith itfelf \\t9as alfo the fame. It was 
a reliance on the mercy of God. It \\~as that faith which 
is the ~vidence of things not feen, and th~ fubfianc~ of 
things hoped for. 

(:1.) Under. the 1aw the c~venant alro was the flme in 
fubftance, as appears by the· argument~ jufi now ~inted 
at. The only thing par.ticlllar, is to confider what wa~ 
the import of the Sinai covenant, pr the defign of giving 
the law of Mofes. Some, feeing that the ~vitjcal Jaw 
fC?nfiits chiefly of temporal promire~, are for fuppofmg tha~ 

.. .. . '" .,. 
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difpenration quite difiin8 from the covenant of ~ce. 
Thev have e\'tO called the ten commandments gi~en up­
on Mount Sinai, a repuhlication of th~ law of n.ture. and 
of the covenant of \vorks. A late celebra'~d writer, Dr. 
'Varburton, attempted to {hew tl)at ltloles did net in t~ 
Jaw give them any reafon to exptU eternal life, but con­
fined both the pro!~!res alld threatenin~s entirely to things 
temporal. Even to this author probably many have im­
puted more than he intended to affirm. Y d he certa~nJ1 
carries his arguments too far, in fuppofing that in none 
of the infpired writers of the Old Teftament is eternal 
life propofed as the objeft of faith. ·rhis may be eafily 
refuted; and indeed is in the book of Job fo tlrongly re. 
futed, that the atlthor is forced into the extraoT<linary [up­
pofition of that book being as late as the Bab} lonifh ('ap. 
tivity, in order to rid himfdf of it. However, I think 
that it m'Jft be admitted tJlat temporal promifes and threat. 
pings make the mon diftinguifhed appearance in the Le. 
vitical law. This took place becaufe it was (lefil!nec' as 
a t}'pical difpenfation, and to be a fhadow of gOOiJ thir.)!S to 
cOlne. It is plain however, that the law of ~Iofc:s did 
not provid~ an atonement for every crime, and fllPPO,~ 
many fins which cuulJ tlOL be ~A'piated by th~ bloocl of 
bulls or of goats, for which the ollly remedy u"as reli.ance 
on the mere mercy of God, in the exercife of true rept:n. 
lance, fee Ira .. i. 16. &c. the fame prophet, ch.:p. Iv. I. 

J\ Ho! every one that thirfieth," &tc. 
The New Teftament expreisly tells us, that the law 

was a fcllool.mafier to brinJ! us to Chrill, ancl the innu­
mt!rable perfons, and things, and orllillances, that were 
typical in it, need not be mel1tioned. The lan(i 01 Canaan 
itfelf, and aU the temporal promift:s p;-eparatory to it or 
in conrequence of the poffdlion of it .. had a reierence to 
the fpiritual promifes under the gorpet and doub;:it'fs the 
acceptance and l'alvation of them undc::r (he l.tw. eire up .. 
on the footing of the everlalHng covenant. which b~{!an to 
be delivered before the law was given, and will contu;ue 
till the final confummation of all tJ"ings. 

The moral law publifhed upon Mount Sinai murl not 
be cOIlfiJer~d as i republication of the COV~lla.1U. of works, 



LecturtS on Di'CinifJ~ 

but a pUbliCation or (ummary of that immutabJe law or 
righteoufnefs, which is the duty of creatures .. and mun 
acco"'pa:IY the adnlinifiration of c\·ery. covenant which 
God makes \\~ith mao. 

(3-) Sinre the coming of Chrift, the covenant of J!'race 
is adm:niftered in a manner nlore full, clear 4nd efficaci. 
OtlS than in a.ny of the £Criner Ilates. It \\~as formerly ad. 
mioifleretl in the name of" ~;lrl tty a prornlfe{! Saviollr i 
It is no\\' adminifiere(J in the name of, and by a riren Re. 
deemer, WilO once fuffer~d ancl no"· rc:igns' in iJor)". Tile 
harmol1Y of all the divine ptrfeflions in the great falvation, 
is more apparent now tllan formerly, and tile: pre;~ching of 
the glad ti(lings of pettee to filillcrs is Illore expJicit and 
more univerfJl. \Vilat f.\lls clllt fly to ~ confidered is, 
how far the former dirp~nratiQns.are fufpendoo or abroga­
ted by the coming of Chrifl in the ftt.fh.. The covenant 
ratified by the death of Chrill is c . .1It:(l a new covenant, in 
oppnfition to that which is old and ,-anifhed away_ Cer. 
tainly the covenant is called new, in oppofition to the co. 
venant of works, \\~hich as tIle way of falvation was abro­
gated from the date of tile firft promife, and both ill the 
EpitUes to th(: Romans, Galatians and Hebrews, efpecial. 
Jy the t\Vo former, the gofpel or Jaw of grace, is oppofed to 
the law of works, n'lealling the firfi covenant. And that I 
may fatisfy }-Oli of lilis without entering into the endleii 
criticifms upon parfcular patrages,obferve that thore who . 
would by the law, underftand the laVl of Mores, exc1ufive 
of the covenant of work;, may be eafily confuted, for the 
ApofUe fays, " that it is by faith, that it may be by lrace." 
-That if jufiification was by works, Abraham might 
)lave ",hereof to glory; and that the defign of this confii. 
tution was that no Belli might glory ir. God's pretence. 
-fhe ceremonialla\v is undOllbtedly abrogated both from 
the exprefs dec1a.ration of fcripture, ~nd from the nature 
al1cl reafOt1 of tlling~-Chrill is Il0W the end of the law 
for rignteoufnefs to ever)' one that believet),. And as th~ 
whole fyfiem of the Mofaic law was intended to typify the 
~orpel d{penfation when Chrifi wa$ aanally come in tho 
flefh, it Inuit fall of itfelf a~ unnecefi"ary or hu.rtful~ 
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There bas been much r.ontro\·er(v whet~r it w,.s pr0-
per to 1.L} that the nloral law was abrog~tc:d, or to apply 
to tha! Ja\Y '~\'hat is f.,i(J of bclit:\"crs not being und~r (he 
la\v but I~nder grace. Tliis. nlatter, one would think, 
mlglll be eatity reconciled, for doubtlefs the moral law as 
a COV~ila(lt ot works, carrying a fentence of condemnati­
on a.~aiuli every tr .. nf~rdfion, is abrogatt-d. But the moral 
law as the Ullcllterable ru)~ of duty to creatures is alltece­
dent to all l.ovenants, and cannot be aff~t\ed by them. 
The: moral law as it requires o~dience to the will, and 
confor;nity to the nature of God, was binding on tbe 
Angels lJefore the creation of the world; and will be the 
duty of holy angels and redc::emed finners after the refur­
rettioll. But there is alfo another view of thi~ fubjeCt-­
that the Dloral law is a part of the covenant of grace, in 
the hand of the Mediator. It is the 'promite of the cove­
nant that the law 1hall be written in our hearts, an un· 
feiglled faith implies the acceptance of this as WI:)) as otller 
promiies, fo that the believer not only remains under his 
original unchangeable obligation to keep the law, but 
comeS under a new and peculiar obligation which is to be 
difcharged in his Redeemer's firength: 10 that to take the 
thing properJy, there is more .()bedience in the cOVetlant 
of grace, than in the covenant of works. 'fIle covenant 
of grace requires unfeigned lubjeCtion to every part of the 
fame law, with this mortifying addition, that the believer 
receives it wholly as a condition of his acceptance, and 
afcribes it entire)}· to the riches of <liville grace. 

There is fometimes mention made of the political law 
of Mofes, atld it is demalldecl \\'hether this is of pepetu. 
al obligation? The anfwer teems to be eafy. It con· 
tains an excellent fyfiem of hlWS fuited to the fettlement 
~f the Jews in Canaan, and many principles of equity, 
that may be of great ufe to other legiflators; but as the 
civil laws ill general have only in view ternporal propert,Y 
and convenience, they certainly are not unalterable, be­
caufe they muLl: be fuited to the Lbte of fociety-and other 
circumliances which may be very various.-Sundry of 
the precepts alfo in the political law reelll to haye an a1k·· 
i oric:11 meaning, and to have been made either \r ith ~ 



l20 Lttturtl on DifJinity; 

_iew of fuggening or firengthening moral prindples~ ot 
to be t}'picaJ of gofpe! time&--as the precept, thou f))alt 
~I not mU'zzle the ox that treadeth out the corn," , .. thou 
~, fhcllt not f~ethe the kid in its mothrr's rnilk."-But we 
may oblerve that the principles laid do\vn in the crinlinal 
law are founded upon fo much wifdom, that it is a quef. 
tion whether tIle departure from thetn in puoifiling of 
~rimes has ever been attended with advantage. As fot 
exalnple, in regard to violence-the law of retaliation­
an eye for.an eye and a tooth for a tooth-in theft and 
fraud-reftitution-and the punifhmcmt of adaltery with 
.~eath. 
· '\That remains upon this fubjetl is only to point out in 
what mallner the gofpel is to be preached agreeably to it~ 
and what 'views of things are contrary to it. To let this 
matter before you with as much diftinCl:nefs and proprietj 
as I am able,obterve, that this gracious difpenfation mall 
be opened and preffed jufl as it is· fuited to the various 
conditions of thofe to wilom it is addreffed ........ thefe I {hatl 
divide into three ~Teat claffes. (1.) Secure or felf-righte. 
ous perfons. (2.) Convinced finners. (3.) Profefiing be. 
lievers. · . . 

I. SeCtlre or ielf.rigllteous perfol1s j who do not feem 
to have ever laid their eternal concerns to heart.1 or aro 
buiJ(ling on (owle falre foundation, as a form of godlinefs. 
or the merit of good works, or the COOl parative fm211nefs 
of th~ fins of which they are guilty. To there it is netef. 
iary to preach tile law in all its extent, anc} in all the force 
of its obligation. It is neceffary to point out the evil of 
fin tt the lofl {late of Inan b}T nature; and· the abrolute ne. 
ceffity of parcion through the blood of .Chrift an~ renova­
tion by his JI)irit. It may be very proper for' them and 
all others, to {hew thenl the guilt and folly of particular 
fins, ftlCh as f\\~earing, drunkennefs1 ullcleannefs. But if 
iOluething more is not done, the evil is not [earched to 
the bottom, for we ought to fhe\v tllem that thefe are but 
the fruits of an ullrene\\'ed natllre.--Th~t refiraining, 
moderating, or even reforming a particular fin is not 
enough, nor any evidence of a change from fin unto God. 
It is r)articularly proper. in ruch cafes to point out the 
exteht and fpirituality of the law, as reaching to the 



· 
Letl:Jres 011 Di'Vi:lity. 

tho~C'Yhts of the heart, fo as if poffible to flit!\\" the m that 
thev bare guilty and helplefs, and th3t there i~ no f31\"ati. 
on Jip any but in Chriil. rrhis lelds us to f.1Y, 

1. Th";lt with regatd to cOIl\'inceu finners, it is \"ery 
particH.larly nec~~.lr~ to fet before them the an.~uffici~t~cy 
of Chrlfi\ tile fulnels an(} freenefs o:f that f:1.I,"atlon n-lllCh 

be purchafeu upon the crof5, and offers in his word. To 
1he\v them that he l1a5 fillilliecillis \vork, and done every 
thing nec~ffary to rend.er it pert~tlly confiflent with the 
jutlice and holirl~fs of God to forgive even the chief of fin:. 
ners. Bltt this \vill be beft illuflrated b}' pointing out 
fome fcntiments l.nd views contrary to the freener:; of fal" 
\1atioi-l, arld tIle plan of the gofpel. . . 

(t) I t is contrary to the freeners of falvation and to the 
covenant of grace t~ extenuate fin, to have hani thoug}lta 
of God, of the ftritln~fs of his la\\·, or tIle feverity of its 
fanaion. This arifes from imperfect conviCtion of fiB 
which .fGm~tilnes Inakes the finller ufe fome eifortQ to ob-. 
tain falvatiol1; but Hill he is apt to think he would have 
very hlrd meafures if he was rejeCted. Imperfect convic~ 
tions leaq finners to feek their comfort from the extetlua~ 
tion 9f fin, but true faith incites the finner to give full 
forc.e to the accufation, and to plead the benefit of the re .. 
iniffioll. 

(2) It is contrary to the freeners of falvation and to the 
letlor of tIle co.venant of grace, to tIlink that tIle grcatnef~ 
or atrocioufilefs of fin lllould hinder our returnin~~ to God 
(or obtaillillg mercy. 1"lli~ is one of the firfl: refleClions of a 
finner under convidion, that he has finned more than any 
other, ,and that another can looner expeCl: forgivenefs than 
he. 'Vhile this on~y ferves to increafe humiliation, anu 
rare to tIle foun(l~,tion every' (legree of felf.confidence:, its 
operation is falutary.. Bllt fometimes tilis arifes from too 
rqoted all adlleretlCe to fome degree of human merit as ne. 
cefrary to find favor with God, and then infiead of com­
pelling the {inner ~o ren in the infinite compaffion of God, 
it makes him faU upon fome fcherne of pllrchafing falva­
tion tor himfdf; or if he finds ~his impraCl:icable, per. 
h~ps he. is plllng~d into the gulpb of defpair. In oppofi. 
tion to tllis, tIle -Ilt:\\' aIle} \\'ell orrfered cov~nant fends him 
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to the infinite ruIners of Chrilt for a r~ and compltte 
p .• ~\lon.. and lor deliverance from the power of Ilis cor • . 
ruptlollS. 

3, It is contrtlry to the fn:enefs of falv~tion and the 
covenant of ~ce, to have a.,y dr:pclllJence on Oll~'S hting 
CC-llp..u,.tlvdy ]cfs wicked than another, If the finnc:r's 
hope 5ril~s much from his ha.ving been free from this Of 

th~t fi!lt he is rclling on a lejr-ll foundation.. This was a 
rock of perJition to t~ Phariftts-Sec hoW' the Saviour 
b.,s oppofcd this chotrafier to the otter, Luk~ ~viii. 11. 

" The P~:uilees flood and prayed," &c. Not that God 
W~)lll(1 n:prc:fc:nt it as a l~rs fate nate to attend to the exer­
cite of religion thall to ~ an adultc~r. But when men 
rert their dcpelldance on their comparative ~oodntfs in 
th\"!mfclves, it only :~rves to lead them .,,-ay from an 
e'tem and aC!;ep~ilnce: of divine mercy_On this account 
OU r Saviour fays to the Phariftts, Afatth. xxi. 31 • "V e­
ril, I lay unto you, the Public.n~" &:c.. The fight of 
a ~at proftigate deadens th~ fcnre ci fin in the ntio()s of 
mallY ,,"oridl)' perrons~ b~lt in an hUOlhlc penitr:nt it 0111, 
excites him to ~ftea upon tb~ great principles of aU fin in 
his own heart, alltl \\Jth,\t be might ha~"e beell, had not S fe. 

Rraining Providc:nce and ~covcring grace been his prc:fer­
vation. 

4. It is contnJY to the £reeners of falvation and the co. 
venant of J!I'3CC:, to fuppore that we may not., or mull not, 
la}1t hold of divine mercy till we hav~ dOlle fonlething Ollf. 

iclves in the: way of dnty and ~rJormance; till our peni­
kntial tears or purpof~s of obedience, or begun reforma­
tion, Clltitlc: tIS to call it ours, No dQubt it: It: denial and 
experienc~ of the trc:~~chery of our 0\\-0 he!rts OlouJd fil) us 
with humility and jealoufy of ourfe!\'es; but :he true way 
to reconciJr: the heart to <Iu:}', 311<1 to break the power of 
fin is to rd. our hope upon !>ivine l\Ierc)' for pardon 4 and 
on the promiie in the l'OVenan' of the Holy Spirit to fane­
tify us wholly. l\Idtly retard their reformation as well 
as tlhllrut\ their comfort hy yielding to a fpirit of bondage 
anu U4vith fear. \Ve fhould rather pray in the: words of 
Zechariah, Lt:ke i. j 4. "1'h3t we being ddh'ered," &c. 
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5- It is contrary to the freenefs of falvation and the co­
venallt of ~race to boaft of our OYln rigllteoufllcfs. or in 
an\ dc=gree to (rull in our own Hrc:ngth. rfhe mott& of a 
Q)rifli .. 11 fllould he- ill the ~-ords of tile Proph«:t Ifa. x}\-. 

:.J. u Surdy fhclll one f.y~" £lc. It is not merely the 
p .• rdon of fin, but the lanai ficatioll of the nature and 
flr~ngth lor daily obedience that is promifc:rl in the co\·e· 
omt; llid both IDull be ~c~iVtd frolll the n{~diator's 
h.ltd dnd afcriikcl to III I" as th~ir pr('p~r fource. I t is an 
ad nirahle exprdliol\ of the ApoiHe Pilul, who fays, "I 
"obtilin~d Inercy to be fditilflll," aCCOlliltillg that a rub. 
jett of gratitude and a mercy received, which otht-rs would 
helVe! r~kolled an occafion of boaning. Notllillg is Illore 
CO!ltrary to the fplrit of the goti1t:l thaTl felf depen(iance, 
and indt:ed the who!:: fubllclllce of this difpen!'rttion ha~ 
bt:c:n ddiJ!ned to ~fe the pride of man, and to exalt the 
grace of God. 

To proft:ffing believers, the whole duties of the law of 
Ge<l are to be preached, for believers are Ilot \\pithout 1a\v 
to God~ but ullcler the Jaw to (~hrifi. The la\\'s of the 
gofpel are to be inculcated as tIle fruits of faith, and the 
e\'idc:nce of a Idving cJlange.. Thtre is a great difference 
brlween cOllficieri'lg dilties as J!oing belore~ and as foJlow­
in~ iaith and reconciliation; the' tirf} is Ic:gal, the lall 
evall:~t:!ical. You Ilee<1 110t be afraid but thilt duties may 
bt: prc:acned as flricHy in the Ian way as in the firtl, and it 
will certainly be done with much greater iafety. 
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AITER fo long a delay, I now ret m}'r~]fto f~161 my 
pronlife of writin~ te! you a few thoughts on the 

alucation of children .. - Though I cannot wholly purge 
myfelf of the crimes of lazinefs and procrailination, yet I 
do aff'ure you, what contributed not a little to its being hi. 
therto not done, \\~asJ that I confidered ~t not as aD ordi. 
nary It'tter, but what dderved tobe ~arefully nleditated on, 
and thoroughly digefted. The concern you fucw on this 
fubjetl:, is highly commendabie: {Qr there is no part of 
)"our duty, as a Chriftian, or. a citizen, ,,"hich \\·ill be of 
greater fervice to the public, or a fou~e of greater com. 
fort to yourielf: 

The confequence of my thinking fo !ong upon it, before 
committing my thoughts to pape., \\-iII probably be tile 
taking the thing in a greater compafs than either of 'IS at 
firll intended, and writing a feries of letters, inftead of on~, 
With this view I begin with a preliminary to the fuccdi. 
flll education of children, viz. that hu1band and lYilC! ou~ht 
lQ ~ enti~eiy one upon t!lis 1i!bjett, not only agreed ~:i to 

'" 
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the end, but as to the means to be ufed. and the plan ta 
be followed, in or<ier to attain it. It ought to eillourage 
you to plocc:ed in your dc:fi~n, that I am pc::rfuadtd you 
win not only meet with no oppofitiora to a rational and 
ferious educatitln of your children. but I!rtat afiillahce 
front Mrs. S • • .. .. .. • • ... .. 

The er"fecllinc-s contailled a complimellt, written with 
great fincerity: but recolletlin~ that tllc:re are 110 rults 
yet !ettled for diftiUKUi{hing true compliment from flatte­
ry, I have blotte(l them Ollt; on \vhich, perhaps~ you "'ill 
fay to yourfdf. U he is fulfiiling the charatler which his 
- enemies ~i\e hiln, who fRY. it is the nature of the:: man 
.1 to deal much Illore in f,ttire, tllan ill pal1egyric." How. 
ever, I c()ntcnt nlyfclf with re~ating, that certainly huf. 
band and wife: ought to confpire and co operdte in every 
thing relating to the education of their children; and if 
their opinions happen .. in any particular, to be: diff~rc:nt, 
they ought to examine and fettle tl-Ie mltter privately by 
themfelves, that not the leaf. oppofitioll may appear either 
to children or fervants. '~.rhl:n this is the cafe:, every 
thing is enforced by a double allthority, and reronlnl~lld .. 
etJ by a double example: bllt wll~n it is otll~rwife, the 
pains taken are commonly more than loft, not bt:in~ able 
to do any goocl, alld certainly producing very nluch tvil. 

Be pleafe(1 to rernember, that this is by 110 nleans. in. 
ten(l~d ai!aillfi, thofe un1131>PY cOllp)es~ "'110, being tfit:n. 
tially different in prillciplts and charaCter, live in a fldte 
of continual \var. It is of litt1e advalltage to fpeak either ~ 
to, or of ruch perfons. But evtn differences incompara­
bly fmaller. are of very bad confequenoe: when Ollt!, for 
example. thinks a chilcl may be carried out~ and the other" 
thinks it is wrOllS!; when one thinks a '-""a}' of flJeakilJg is 
dangerous, and the otht:r is pofitivt: there is nothin~ iT) it. 
The thin~s themft!ives may inlieed "be of little moment j 
but the want of con~urrenc~ in the parents, or the want of 
mutual efieem andd~ference, eafily obferved even by very 
young children, is .0£ the greatefl importance. 

As you al1d I have c-hit-fl}' in, view tl1e religious edllc~ 
tion of children, I take it'10 be an exc<:Jlent pr~lin}illary 
that parental affeCtion 1ho\lld:be pW"lfitd by . the prulciple·s 
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and ~ontroted or clirt-fled by the precepts of re1i~on. A 
parent ~()uld r~joice in his chi1d.~n~ Ct~ they are the Rift 
of a l!r.tC10!15 God; thon1d put hls truft In the care of an 
indubc:nt Providence for the prefc:rvation of his offspring, 
as wdlcls hi mte:lf; fh"llld be fupn:mely ddirous that they 
may be. ill dlle time, tile heirs of eternal life; alld, as he 

~ 

knows the abColute d~Jkndance 3f every creature upon the 
will of <.-;od. fhOtlld he reacly to rc:fi~n them at what time 
his Cl't'ator !hall te:e proper to demand them. This hap­
py qualification of parental tendernefs, will ha\-~ a pow­
erful intJu~nct: in preventin2 n)jflak~s in the COllduf\ of 
education. It will be the mon powerful of all incitements 
to duty and at the fame time a rc:flraint llpon that natllrai 
fondnefs and indulg~llce, which, by a fort of fafcination 

. of fatality, makes parents often do or permit what their 
judgment condemns. and then excufe themfc1ves by fay ... 
ing that no doubt it is wron~" but truly they cann()t help it. 

AI10ther preliminar}- to the proper education of chiJ~ 
dren, is a firm perfua60n of the bendit -of it" and the pro­
bable, at lealt. -if not rertain tll~CefS of it, when faithfully 
and prudently conduCted. This puts an edge upon the 
fpirit, and enables the chrifiian not only to make fome at. 
ten!pts, but to perrev~re with patience and di1igence. I 
know not a COlnlllOll fayin~ either more falfe or pernicious, 
than '\ tllat the children of ~ood men are as bad as others-" 
Tllis faying carries in it a fllppofition., that wheras the 
force cf education is confefft:d \\'ith refpe8 to evel)~ other 
human charat1er and accolllpliOlment, it is of no cOilfe­
qence at all as to religion. Thi~., I think, is contrary to 
daily experience. Where do we expe8 to find young 
perions pioun}' difpofed but in pious families? the excep.. 
tions, or rather apptardnces to the contrary, are eafil}~ ac­
counted for, in more ways than one. Many perlons ap­
pear to bt: religious, \vhile they are not fo in reality~ but 
are chidly governed by the applauie of men. Hence 
their vifible condufi may be fpecious, or their public per­
formances applauded, and yet their families be negltBed. 

It mull aBo he acknowledged that fome truly well dif­
pof~d perfons are extremely defeCtive or imprudent in 
this part of their duty, and therefore it is no wcnder that 
it 1h,mld not fucceed. This was plainly the cafe with 
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Eli. whore fons \ve are told, made themfelves vile, an(l h" 
rellrained them not. lio\\-ever~ I nlufi obferve, jf \ve al. 
low fuch to be truly good men, we mull at the fame time 
confc:fs tllat this \'ias a great dra\yback UpOll their charac:. 
fer; anti that the)· ()illerccl very much from the father of 
the faithfui, \vho llad this 110110rable tefiimony given hinl 
b)~ God, ! ~~tlO\V llinl, tllat Ile YliJl cOmnlan{) Ilis cl1ild'·ell 
and J}is 110llD10ld after hinl, tJlat they,lt:rve nle. To tllis 
we may acl:1, that the child of a good man, who is feen tq 
fo!lo\v diffolute courfes, (lra\\'s the attention of mankind 
more upon him. and is much mure talked of, than any 
other perfon of the fame charaCter. Upon the whole, it 
is certainly of monlent, th~t one who defires to e(lllcate 
his children in the fear of God, fl.10llld do it in a 11Ulllbl~ 
perfuafion, that if he \vas not defeCtive in 11is OW~ duty, he 
will not be denied the bleffillg of fllCCerS. I could te1} you 
rome remarkable inllances of parents who feemed to labo~ 
in vain for a ]011g tilne, and ye~ were fo happy as to fee a 
change at Ian; and of fome children in w hom even. after 
tIle death of the parents, the feed \vhith ,vas early fown, 
ant] feemed to have been entirely fnlothered, Ilas at Ian: 
produced' fruit. Al)d indeed no lefs feerns to follow from 

· the promife, annexed to tIle commal1d, train up a chiid in 
the way he fhould go, and when he is old he will not de.; 
part fronl it. 

Having laid clown thefe preliminaries, I 1hall fay ~ 
few things upon the prefervation of "the heaith of chi}'~ 
dren. Perhaps }iOU will think this belongs only to th~ 
llh}'fician: bllt tllOUgh a phyficiall ought to be eOlplo}'ed 
to apply remedies ill (langcrous cafes, any man, \\:ith a 
little refleB.ion, may be allnwed to form fome judgment 
as to the ordinary means of their prefervation; nay ~ t 
cannot Ilelp being of opinion, tl1an allY other man is 1~t. 
ter tllan a I)Il},ficiall for this purpofe. His thoughts are 
fo conllalllly taken ul> witll the rules 'of his art; that it is 
an Illln(lre(l to 011e 11e \viII l)refcribe ,1lore nletho(ls al1<.1 
~edicirle5 than can be ufed with fafet)'_ . 

1'he fundamental rules for preferving the health of 
children, are cleanlillefs, liberty, and free air. By clea11 .. 
lintfs, I do not nlean l~eel)ing ttle outfi(.le of their clotlle:l 
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iii i proper condition to be feen before company,. nor 
hindering them from foulh1g their hands and feet, \\ hen 
they are capable df going abroad, but keeping them dry 
in the night time, \:"hen youIi~, and frequently wafhing 
their bOdies with cold water, and other ~hings of the fanlC 
bat lire arid tendency. The fecond rule is liberty. All 
perfons young and dId, Jove liberty: and llS fal "s it does 
them no harm, it will cehainly do them good. Many a 
free born fubjeCl: ig kept a nave for the . firf} ten years of 
his life; allct ia f(j much handled and carried about by 
women in his infalicy, that t~e limbs an" other parts of 
his body; ate frequently mifhaperi, and the whole very 
much weakened; btfides, the fpirits. when under tori. 
:finement, are generally in a dull and languifhirtg nate; 
The bell exercife in the world for children, is to let them 
romp and jump about ,as foon as they ate able; according 
to tbeir own fancy. This in the country is beft done in 
the fidds ; in a city a weI! aired foom is better than being 
rent into the fireets under the cate of a feivatit, very few 

<' of whom are able fo fat to turb theit o\vn ihdinations, as 
to let the children follow theirs, even where they Insy do 
it \vith fafety. As. to free air, there j$ nothing more ef. 
(eotially neceffary to the firength and growth of animals 
knd plants. If a few plants of any kind are fown in it 
clore confined place; they commonly grow up tall; fmall, 
and very weak. I have ften _ bed of beans in a garden, 
under the made of a hedge cir tree, very long and {lender, 
which brought to my mind a young family of qualitYi 
trained up in a delicate marIner, WllO if they grow at all, 
gro\v to length, but never to thicknefs. So univerfal is 
this, that I Uelieve the body of a fiurdy.or well built nlake, 
is re.ckoned among them a coarfe and vulgar thing. 

Thete is one thing with regard to fervanta, that I would 
t.;articularly recommend to your attention. All children 
are Hable to a<:cide.nts; thefe may happen unavoidably; 
but do general! y arife from the careleffnefs of fervants, and 
,0 this they a: e atmoft always attributed by parents. This 
difpofes all {ervants, g()od or bad, to conceal them from 
the parents, when they can poffibly d~ it. By this means 
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children ~rten receive hurts in falls or othenvife, which 
if known in time, might be eamy remedied, hut not being 
kno,.n either prove fatal, or make them lame or deform. 
ed. A near relation of mine has a high fhoulder and a dif. 
torted waill, from this very C:lllfe. To prevent fuch ac. 
cidents, it is nece[ary to take all pains poflible to acquire 
the confidence of fervants, to convince them of the oecef. 
fity of eoncealing nothing. There are two difpofitions in 
parents, which binder the fervants from making dilcove. 
nes j the lirfl is when they are very paflionate, and apt 
to dorm and rage againft their ferYants, for every real or 
fuppofed neglect. Such perfoos can never expell a con­
feffion, whicll mua be followed by ruth terrihle vengeance. 
Th~ other is, when they are tender-bearted or timorous 
to excefs, which mak~s them fhow thetnft!lves deeply If .. 
{eaed or greatly terrified upon any little ac:ci<knt that 
befals their children. In this cafe, the very beft fervants 
~ue unwilling to teU them through fear of making them 
miferable_ In fllCh cafes, therefo~, I WOllld advife parents, 
whatever may be their ~al opinions, to difcover them as 
little as poffibl!: to their fervants. Let them Rill incul. 
cate ~s maxim, mat there fhcuId be 110 fecret~ concern· 
ing children, kept frl.)m thofe mon nearly interdled in 
thenl. .£~nd that there may be no temptation to I'i:ch 
conduCt, Jet them always appear as cool and compofed as 
pomble, when any difcove.ry is matle, and be ready to 
forgive _ real fault, in retum for a tandid atkncwledg­
ment. 

• 
LE T T E R II. 

I'F r miDake not, ~y laflletter was concluded by fome 
remarks on the means of trying fervants to be careful 

of the faf~ty of children, and ready to difcover ~:lrly and 
honeRly any accidents that might happen te heral them. 
I DlUfl make fo~e fa~~er remarks upon fervants. It is 
a fu:bjet'\ of great importance, and iOkparably connected 
with \,h~t I have undertaken. You wiU ficd it extre""ly 
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atf&cult to educate children properly, if the fernnts of 
the timily do not confpire in it; and impoffi;l!~, if they 
are inclined to hinder it. In fue!l a cafe, the ord~rs iKued. 
or the method laid down, will be n~g)eaed, .·h~re that is 
poBibJe and rafe; w¥re neglea is unrafe,. they will be 
unfuccefsfully or imrroperly executed, and many ti,~'~ 
in the hearing of the chill)ren, they ,,·ill be eith.. ... lau$:hed 
at, or complained of and difapproved. The certain C9n­
fcquence of this i~ that chiid~n will infen6bly come to 
look upon the direaions and cautions of their pa1"en~ l~ 
unneceffary or unrnfonable n:Jlraints. It is a k'hotm 
and very common way for r~tvants, to infinu~te them. 
£elves into the .-eaions of children, by gratlting them 
ruth indulgences IS would be ~fufed them by their p­
rer.t~ as well &$ concealing the faults which ought to be 
punithed by parent~ and they are often very fuccefsfill 
in training them up to a 180ft dangerous fidelity in k~p­
ing the fec.ret. 

Such is the ~vil to be ~. which ought to have been 
more largely ~rcribed: Jet us now come to the remedy. 
The foundation, to be fure, is to be very nice and careful 
in the choice of fcrvants. This is commonly thought to 
be an extremely difficult ~tter. and we ~ad ~uentiy 
in public papers the ~avieft complaints of bad fervants. 
I am, however, one ofthofe WI~O think the fault is ~t l~.aft: 
as often in the mallers. GGOd remnts may certainty be 
had, and do generaJly indine of !hemfelves to be in good 
families, mel when they find that they are Co, d~ often ct'1l­
tioue very long ill the fame, Without c.!efiring to remove. 
You ought, therefore, to be exceedingiy fcrupulous. ~nd 
not w:thout an evident lleceflity .. to hire any fervant bot 
who feems to be reber and pious.. Indeed, I &atter myfelf, 
that a pious family is fuch, as none but one who is either 
a faint or a hypocrite will be fuppokd to continuf' in. Ii 
any frmptoms of the Jaft cbantler appears, you neen dot 
be t:)ld what you ought to do. 

The next thing, after the choice of rervants~ is to make 
confc:ience of doing your duty to them, by ~xample, in­
ftruftion, admonition and prayer. Your fidelity to th~na 
\fill ~\uraUy product in them fidelity to you and )'OU~, 
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and that Dpon the very ~ft principl~s. It will excite in 
Llaem a ~p fenfe of gratitud~,! and at the 'dme time fill 
them with feJ}timent$ of the higbdl and moll untei~ned 
dlcem. I could teU you of inftantts (~'ou will however 
probably ~('o1Jea fom~ yourfdl)of lerv3nts " ho frona their 
living cc,m fon ably ,and receiving benefits in pious fami:-
li~ have p~(c:rnd fuch a feRartl and attachment to their 
maGers, ~s have be~D little fhort of idol.try. I ihan juft 
menti)O one a worthy woman in this place, former), 
feryant to one of my pftdecdfon... and malTied man, 
years tio<-e \0 a thriving tradefman, ('vntinues IQ have fuch 
an untliminifh~ ~rd to hermart'tr'~ memory .. that fhc 
cannot fpcak of him without ddight; k~~ps by her t~ thi$ 
hour de lle\\'fpaper which give~ ~n account of his death. 
and chlraCler, an<!, I belie~~, \\'"oul<.' pot ex~hange it for 
··abil! O! bond~ for a verv conliderab:,! fum • 

• 
Bot the third and ~nilhing dir~~ai()ll '\\-it!l re~ard lc fer~ 

vant~ is to ~nt:'vi~ce tilepl, in a (:00] and diiilaitionatc 
awlDtr, of the reafonablenefs of Y lur method pf pro­
ceeding, that as it is didated l1y ~onfciell(e, it is COIl· 

dutled with prudence. Thence it -is ~fy to reprefent to­
ftlem that it is .ti'.eir duty, infiead of ilindering its fuccefs 
b.y opp~ition or neglig~ilce, to c~cperate \\·ith it to the 
utmofl of their power. It i~ not below ~my tn .. ~ to rcafon 
in fome cafes Wil.b his fervallts. There is a lI/Ay of f'peak .. 
1ng to them ell futh fubje~ by ll'bich you will lofe: no­
thiilg ~f }'our dignit)-, but even corrt~ra!e }'~ur authc,­
ri~}~.. U.'Yhilc: you manifeft Y011f tir~ re(olution.. ne,·er to 
depart frOl11 ~tour right an!..l titk to ~omnland : }IOtl may, 
n~tw!lhf:anding~ at proper feafom, an~ by way of con· 
delcenUGn., gi\'e ruch geI)er~1 reafc.tls for }~our cpnduf}~ a~ 
to fJlOW ~at }"Ou are not aain~ b~1t mere capri~e ~r hlt­
m\)r. ~:ay, even \vhiJe you fomet~nlf.·s infall, tllat }'Ollt 

eomlPlnd -pf itfelf fbaJl be a Jaw, anJ that ron will no~ 
fuiFer it tp be difpllted, nor he obli~e(l to ~ive a r~aron f~ 
it., you may eafil y {how them that this al(o i~ re&ronabJ~ 
They m~y be tolrl that you have the ~reatt-n interdl in th~ 
welfare ~-f your children, the beil 0llilortunity of being 
~pptifcd 86 to the 'means of prorecuti~ it, apd that th~~ 
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.'Y be many reafons for your orders, which it is nnne· 
~ffary or improper for them to know. 

Do not think thelt all this is excefIi\ge refinem~nt, chi. 
mericalor impoflible. Servants are reafonable creature~ 
and are ben govenled by a mi~ture of autllorit}' and rea .. 
fon. They are generally delighted to find themfelves 
treated as rcafonable, and "'1Pill fOllletilnes difcover a pride 
in'thowing that they underfiand, as well as find a plea .. 
(&are in entering into YOllr views. When they find, as 
JMY will every day by ex perience, the fuccefs and benefit 
d a proper method of education, it win ,give them a high 
~pinion of, and confidence in your judgment; they will 
frequently confult yon in their own affairs, as well as 
implicity follow your direftions in the managem~nt of 
yours. After all, the very higheR infiance of true great. 
pefs of mind, and the heft fupport of your authority, when 
you fee neceffary to interpofe it, is not to be opiniona­
tive or obftioate, but willing to acknowledge or remit _ 
real mifialte, if it is difcreetly pointed out, even by thofe 
in the !owetl Rations. The application of there refte8:ionl 
Jrill occur in fevcnU Qf th~ ~llo\\·ing branches of this rub­
jetl. 
. The next thing t {hall mention as neceffary s in order 
to the education of children, is, to efiablifh as foon as 
poffible, an entire;. and abfolute authority over them, 
This is a part of the £Objet! which requires to be treated 
with gl~at judgment and delicacy. I wifh I may be able 
to do fo. Opinions, like modes ancl faihions, change 
£ontinually upon. every point; neither is it eary to keep 
the juft middle, without verging to one or other of the ex­
tremes. On this, in PJrti~ular, 'A'e have gone in this na. 
lion in general, from one ~xtreme to the very utmon li. 
mits of the other. ~n the former age, both public and pri­
vate, learsed and religious .education was carried on by 
mere dint of aQtbority. Thi~, to be fure. was a favage 
.and barbarous method, and was in many infiances terri­
ble and difguRing to the youth. Now, on the other hand, 
not only feverity, but authority, is often decried; perfua­
flOIl, and every foft and gentle method, is recommended. 
pn fuc~ terms as plainly lead to a relaxltion. I hope YClU 

. , 
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will be cQIlvinced that the middle way is beft, when yea 
find it is recommended by the fpint of God in his word. 
Prove 1iii. 24. xix. r8. xxii. IS- You win alfo find a 
caution againfi excefs in this matter .. Col. ii. 21. 

I have faid above, that you 1hould "eflabli1h as '-"ora 
as poffible an entire and abfolute authority." i woWel 
have it earJy, tha~ it may be abfolute, and abf~lute that it 
may not be fevere. If parents are too long in beginning 
to exert their authority t tbey will find the tafk very dJi. 
cult. Children, habituated to indulgence tor a few of their 
:lirft years, are exceedingly impatient of reflraint, and 
if they happen to be of ftifF or obftinate temJX~ caa 
hardly be brought to an entire, at leaft to a qui~t and pia.. 
cid fubmifiion; whereas, if they are taken in ti~~ there 
is hardly any temper but what may be made to yield, and 
by early habit the fubjeaion becomes quite eary to 
tbemfelves. 

The authority ought alfo to be abfolute, that it may not 
be fevere. The more complete and uniform a pRn~1 
authority is, the offencrs will be more rare, punifhment 
will be lefs needed~ anc the more gentle kind of correc. 
tion will be abundantiy fuffici~nt.. We fee every w~ 
.\lout us examples of t~ljs. A parent that bas once ob. 
tained, and knows how to preferve authorit)~, will do more 
by a look of difpleafure, than another by the moft pat:. 
fionate words and even blows. It holds univerfally ill 
families and fchools, and even the greater bodies of men, 
the arnlY and navy, that thofe who keep the Ilritleft difci. 
pline, give the fewell firokes. I have frequently remark .. 
ed that parents, e\'en of the foften tempers, and \\'bo are 
famed for the greaten indulgence to their children, do. 
nGtwithfianding, correa thenl more frequently, .nd even 
more feverely, though te· very little purpofe, than thok 
who keep up their authority. The reafon is plain. Chil. 
dren, by foolifh indulgence, become often fo fro\\·ard ind 
petulant in their tempers. that they provoke their eafy pa. 
rents paft aU endurance; fo that they are obliged, if not 
to firike, at leaft to fcold them, in a manner as little tQ 
tk~ir own credit, aj their children's profit. 
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'Theft is not a 1:\ore difguiling fj~t than the impotent 
rage of. ~nt who has no authority. Among the lower 
noks of people. who are under no reftraint from decency, 
you may lometi~ fee a r.tt.cr or mother r\lDlli~ out in .. 
to the t'reet after a child who is fkd from tMm. with look. 
Gf fury and words of execration; and they an: often fiu .. 
pid enough to imagine that ncighbors or paAen~rs will 
.pprowe ~m in this col'kioft, though in faa it fills cftl)' 
beholder with borlor. There is a degree 01' the fam~ fault 
to be fcen in perfons of better ran~ though e~pref6n~ jtleli 
IOmewbat differently_ )11 words and aI,ercations will often 
£til out between parents and children before company; a 
fure lign that there i~ dcfetl of government at home or in 
printe. The parent flung with fhamc at the mifbeha.~ 
cr indLlCretion of the child, <kiires to perfuade the obfervers 
that it is not his fault, and thereby effcauaUy co:lyinces 
emy perfon of rdltaion that it ir. 

I would tberd"ore recommend to every puent to begin 
th<: ellahlilhment of authority much men early than is 
commonly fuppof~ to be po8ible: that i~ to iay, from 
Ibout the age of eight or DlOC months. You will perhaps 
finile at this: but I do a[,,;-: 1= from experience, that 
Dr felting shout it with prucknce, deliberation, and atten­
tion, it may ~ in a manner completed by the age of 
twel'fe ~ fourteen months. Do not imagine I mean to 
bid you ufe the rod at that age; on the contrary, I mean 
to prevent ~ ure of it in a great meafure, and to point 
CMlt a way by which children of fweet and eary tempers 
may be brought to fuch a habit of compliance, as never to 
Deed r.~ioo ~t atl ; and wbate\·~r their t~mper may 
be, fo much leis of this is fufficient, than upon any other 
fuppofi~on. This is one of my favourite fchemes; let 
me tJ)1t to explain and recommend it, 

Habits in ;teneru may be very early formed in chil. 
dren. An affociation of ideas iS9 as it were, the parent 
of habit. If then, you can accuftom four children to per .. 
ceive that your .-ill mull always prevail over theirs, when 
iliey are oppofed .. the thing is done .. and they will fubolit 
to it "'ithout difficulty or regr-et. To bring this about, as 
foon as t~y begin to thow their inclination by defire or 
avertion, let finale inftanccs be cllofcn now and then (not 
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too frequently) to contradilt them. For example, it i 
child fhows a defire to have any thjn~ in his hand. that he 
fees, or has any thing in his hand with which he is delight .. 
ed, let the partnt take it from him, and when he dOeS fo~ 
let no confideration whatever make him reftore it at tllat 
time. Then at a confiderabJe interVal. perhaps a whole 
day is little enough, efpecially at firft, let the fame ;thin~ 
be repeated. In the mean time, it muft be cattful1y ob.. 
ferved, that no attempt fhould be mach: to tontradift the 
child in the intervals. N~t the leaR appearance of oppofi. 
tion, if poffible, fhould be found between the will of the! 
parent and thai' of the child, except in thofe chofeil cafei 
when the parent muft alw~ys prevail. . 

I think it nece[ary that thofe attempts fhould ahvays bf! 
made and repeated at proper intervals by the fame petfon. 
It is alfo better it fhould be by the father than the mothef 
or any felnale attel1dant, becaufe they wili be necefiarily 
obliged in nlan}' cafes to do things difpleafing to the child; 
as in dreffing, \vafh!ng, &.c. \\9hich fpoi! the operation J 
neither is it neceffar}p that they fhGuld interpofe~ for when 
once a full authorit} .. is ettablifht:d in one perrOll, it can­
eafii}' be comnlunicated to ot11ers, as far as is proper. Re­
l1lember, ho\\'ever, that mother or nllrfe fll0uld nt:ver pre­
fume to condole with the child, or fhow any fii!Ds of dire 
ple~ure at his bein~ croffc::d; but on the contrary, give 
every mark of approbation, and of their own fubmiffion~ 
to the fame pe rfoll. 

This experiment frequently repeated will in a little! 
time fo perft~c\)y habituate the Cil iJ<1 to yield to the parent 
whenever he interpofes, that he will make no oppofition. 
I con a[ure you from experience, having literally prafii .. 

, fed this method myfelf, that I never had a child of twelve 
months old, but who wou1d fuffer me to take any thing­
from 11iln or her, witllout the leaft mark of anger or dif: 
fatisfaaion; while they would not fuffcr any other to do' 
fo without the bittereft complaints. You will eafily per­
ceive ho\v this is to be extended gradually and univerfal1Yt 
from one thing to another, fronl contradiCling to com· 
marlciing them. But this, and feveral other remarl{s up­
on efiablifhing and prefcrving authority, mull be referred 
to another letter. ' 
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LETTER III. 
, 

DEAR SIR. 

THE theorv laid down in my Ian Jetter. for eRah]jlh .. 
ing an e~rly and abfolute authority over children, 

is of much ~reater mQlnent than, perhaps, you \vill imine. 
diately apprehend. 1"here is a great diverfity in the tem­
per and difpofition of children; and no lefs in the pene­
tration, prudence and ref(lJution of parents. From aU 
thefe circulnflaoces, difficulties arife, \vhich increafe \-e­
ry faft as the work-is delayed.. Some children have natu .. 
rally very Iliff and obfiioate tempers, alld fome: helve a cer­
tain pride, or if you pleaie, grea!nefs of mind, wh;ch 
nlakes them think it a meal} thing to yield. rrhis'difpo­
fition is often greatly ftrengthened in thole of high b;rth, 
by the ideas of their own dignity and importance. intlilled 
into them from their In!lther's ~ni!k. I have kno\vn a boy 
not fix years of age, who matie it a point of hOllor not ta 

cry \\'hen he weal" beat, even by his parents. Other chil. 
dren have fo ftront~ paffions, or fo great fenfibilitv, that if 
they receive correB:ion, they will cry imtnooerateJy, and 
either be, or feem to be, affeCted to ruch a degree, as to eo­
danger their healtll or life. Neither is it uncommOll for 
the parents in ruch a cafe to give up the point, and if they 
do not afk pardon, at lean they give very genuine marks 
of repentance and farrow for what they have done. 

I have raid this is not Ul'commoo, but I maT rather alIt 
~ 

}FOU \Vllether you kno\v anjF parents at ali, who have fo 
nluch pru(lence and firmnefs as not to be difcouragcd in 
the one cafe, or to relent in the other? At the fante tittle 
it mufi always be rememberl.!d, that the corretlion is whol. 
ly loll which does not produce abfo!ute fubmiffion. Per-
haps ( may fay it is more than loft, becaufe it will irritate 
inliead of reforming them, and will infirutl or perfeCt 
them in the art of overcoming their partnts, which they 
will not fail to manit~ll 011 a future opportunity. It is ,~ 

VOL.l\T. S 
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prifing to think how early childrep will 1ifcover the weak 
fide of their parents, and what ingenuity they willfhow in 
obtaining their fa\'or or avoiding their (1ifpleafure. I tll!llk 
I have obferved a child in treaty or expofiulation with I 

parent, difcover more confummate policy at feven years 
of a~e, tllan the parent himfelf, even when attemptitlg to 
cajole him with artful evafions and fpedous pro.nifts. 
On all there accounts, it mull: be a vall aU\lantage that a 
habit of fubnliffion ·fhould be brought 011 fo early, that even 
Jnemor~' itfelf iliall not be able to reach back to its begin- . 
Ilillg. U nlefs this is done, there are many cafes in \\lhich, 
aft('r the: beft man~\gementi the authority \viII be imper­
feCt ; and fome ill which any thing that deferves that name 
will be ilnpoffible. There are fome families, not contenlp­
tible either in flatioll or charaCler, in which the parents 
are literally and properly obedient to their children~ are 
forced to do things agaillfi their will, and chid()en if they 
difcover the lean back\\1ardnefs to comply. If you know 
Done fuch, I am fure I do. 

Let us now proceed to the ben means of preferving au­
thority, and the \vay in which it ought to be daily exer­
cifed. I \rill trace this to its very [ouree. What~ver au­
thority you exercife over either chil(iren or fervants, or as 
a m2.~ifirate over other citizens, it ought to be di8:ated by 
COJllCiellce, ttl1d direrlcd by a feIlfe of duty. Paffion or 
rt:fentment ought to l~ave as little -place as pvffible; or ra. 
ther, to fpeak properly, though few can boaU of having 
atrivt:d at flill perfetlion, it ought to llave no place at all. 
Reproof or correction given in a rage, is alwCi} s confider­
ed by him to \VhOlll it is admini(lered. as the effeCt of 
wepk11tfs in YOll, and therefore tIle denlerit of tIle offtnce 
\\"jjl b<! eltller wholly dellied or loon forgotten. I have 
hearli {orne parents often fay, that tIley cannot correct 
their childrtu unleis they are angry; to whom I have 
ufuaHy anfwered, then you ought not to cOirea them 
at all. Everyone would be fenfible, that for a magii: 
trate to dilcover an intemperate rage in pronouncing fen­
tence againfi a criminal, would be highly indecent. Ought 
!lot parents to plln~fh their childrela in the fame diJpaffi .. 
onate manner r Ought they not to be at leaR equally CQll~ 
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ccrned to dircharge their duty in the bell manner, one 
cale as 'J I the! otller ? 

He who woulcl prt!ferve Ills authority over his chiluren. 
fhould b~ particularly watchful of his own c.ondua. Y Oll 

mdyas welJ prt:tt:nd to force pt:ople to love what is not 
amiable, as to reverence what is Ilot refpc:Cl:able. A de­
ceucy of conduct, tht:refore, and dignity of dt:portment, is 
highly fervjc~ahJe tor tht: purpofe we have now in view. 
Lefl tllis, however, fhould be miflaken, I nlull put ill a 
cautilJn, that I do not mC!an to reconlmend keepillg Cllil­
d,·en at too great a difiallce by a unitor,n fternnefs and 
reverity of carriage.. This. I think, is not neceffary;, even 
when they are young; al1d it may, to childrell of fOlne 
tempers. be very hurtful when they are old. By and by 
you fhall receive from me a quite contrary dirt:Cl:ion. But 
by dignity of carriage, I mean parents fllowing themfeIves 
always cool and realonable in their own conduCt; pru .. 
dent ancl cautious in their converfation with regard to the 
ref} of mankind; not fretful or impatient, or paffionatdy 
rolld of their OWll peculiarities; and though gentle and 
afFetlionate to t~'eir .children, yet avoiding levity ill their 
prefence. This probably is the meanin~ of the precept 
of the ancients, lIzoxima debetur pueris recverentia. I 
would h:,ve them chearflll, yet ferene. In fhort, I ,,7ould 
have their fatlliliarity to be evidently an ael of condef~en­
non. BeJie-ve it, my dear fir, that which begets ~fic:em, 
will not fail to produce fubjection. 

That this may not be carried too far, I would recom. 
mend every expr~fiion of aifc::ction and kindnefs to chil. 
dren when i~ is fafe, that is to fay, when their behaviour 
is fuch as to deferve it. rrhere is no oppofition at all be. 
tween parental tendernefs and parental authority. They 
are the hdl fupports to each other. It is not only lawful, 
b~lt will be of fervice,tnat parents fhould difcover the great­
eft fondnefs for children in infancy, and make them per­
ceive diflinaly with how much pleafure they gratify all 
their innocent inclinations. This, J10\Ve\ler, mull ale 
ways be done when they are quiet, gentle, dnd fubmiffive 
in their carria~e. Some have found fault with giving 
them~ for doing well, little rewards of fweet-meats an~ 
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pl.ty.thin~s,as tendinx to nllke !hem mercena1)·~an(11ead. 
in ! thtlll to look u~)on thf il)cllJi~cnce of allpetitf as the 
ch!t:f good. TI)is I apprchtncl. is rati;~r refinin}! too nlilch: 
the ~r~at point is, that th~y be re\~'ar(j~ll tor ~()itlg ~ood, 
and not for doing t.vil. When they arc: croCi and froward, 

. I would never buy p~Cice, but torce- it. No~hing can be 
Dlore 'v~ak alll} f()olifil, or Illore ll~flrl1ai\"e of autporitJ~, 
thatl \Vhell cilildrt'n are Iloifvall(l ill an ill hUl11or, to give 

~ . . 
them 0r promife them lomething to appeafe them. 'Vllen 
tile ROfn:tll eml~rors began to give ~nfions and fllbfi(Jies 
to th~ Nortllerll natioll~ to keep them quiet, a Juan might 
have forefet:n without the fpirit of prophecy. who would 
be Illafi~r ill a little tinle. The cafe is exaCtly the fanle 
witll rllildr~n. They \\lill foon avail tllemfelves of thi~ 
eafillefs i'l their. parel1ts, cOlnlnand favors infiead of bt:g~ 
gillg theln. ~nd be infolC:Ilt when the}~ Iholll(i ~ gratefl~). 

1'il~ fdOte cOlldtatl Oll~ht to he 11niforn))y preferve() a~ 
eRil<.lr~n ae)vallce ill years atl~} Qoderilandillg. Let pa. 
rents try to ~Ollvince thenl ho\v nluch the}' bave their r: .. ~l 
int~rdl at heart. Sometimts children win filake a re~ 
queil~ and rec~i\l~ a hafiy Qr fro\vard denial: }'et tlpOn 

ft:fl,,-,t.tion the thing appear~ not to be ullreafonable, an~ 
fjJlttlJy it i$ granted; and whether It be right or wrong, 
fOlnetimes by tIle for-:e ~f inlportQnity, it i~ extortell. If 
pareilts exp~tl t:itller gratitude or fubilliffion for favors fo 
un~ra~iot.lfly befio~1e(), tlley wili find rllenlJelves egre~i­
ol!fiy Iniflakt'Q. It i~ their duty to Ilrofecute, an(l it Oll~ht 
to be their CGlllfort to fee, the happillefs of their children i 
and tllt:rdore they ought to lay it down as a rule, never to 
give a {lIdden or haHy refufal; but whell any tl'ing i~ 
propored to th~m, confider ddiber;tteJy and fully whether 
it is proper-and afttr that, either grant it chearfully, or 
dellY it firlnly. 

It is a n9i)le fllppert of authority, \\1hen it is really arid 
-vifibly dirtctr::d to the moll illlportant end. ~Iy me~ning 
in tllis, I h()lle, is not obfcure. ~l'he end I COl1fitler as 
mon important is. the ~lory of God ~n the eternal happi­
pets and t:\!,:ation of cllildrcll. \Vhoe\'er believes in a 
future fiate, whoe\'t:r hdS a jan fenfe of {he importance 
of et-'rnily to hiOlrdt~ cannot fail to have a like concern 
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{or his offspring. This fhould be his end h:>th in inilnJC. 
tioo- and J!o\"ernment; and \,-Jlen it \-ifih!y :lpp~.lrs th3t 
he is under the confiraint of confcienc~, an(l tJldt eitller 
reproof or ccrretl.icn are the fruit of faoaifiC:l.i IO\'e, it "'ill 
give them irrefifiible forct.. I will til you here, with all 
the fimpiicity necdf."lTy in fuch a fit latioo, \\,":I.,t I ha~e 
ctten lai(} in my courfe of palloral llifitation in fall~iljes, 
wheie there is in mallY cafes, thrO~lgh \\'ant of j41tl)!lllel1t. 

as well &.~ want of 1Jrinciple, a great negleCt of authoriiY. 
"ure your atlthority for God, an(1 he \\-ill fupport it.­
Ld it illways be teen that you are more difplt:aft:d at fin 
than at folly. \\~hat a fhame is it, tha~ if a ci}ild Illall, 
through tde inattention and levity of }'~outh, br~3k a d;fh 
or a pane of the \Vill(lolN-, by \vhich }"otl tnay Jo!e the ,,·ailJC 
of a f~\v pence, you filould floral all(l rage at him \\:ith tile 
utmoft fury, or perl.dps heat him \\~ith unmercift11 f~~erit~, ; 
bllt if he tells a Jie, or takes th~ 'lame of God ill ,-ain, or 
f.luarrels with his neighbors, he fhall eafily obtain pardon: 
or perhaps, . if he is reproved by others, you will jlltlify 
him, an(1 take his part. " 

You cannot eafily believe the weight that it gi,"es to fa­
mily authorit)r, when it appears vifihly to I)roceed from a 
fenfe of Otlty, and to be itfelf all acl of obedience to G<YJ. 
This wil) produce coolnefs and cornpofure in the manner, 
it will dirtB: and enable a parent to mix ever)' expreffion 
of heart felt tendernefs, \vith the moll fevere ;111(1 n~::,f~l:l 
reproofs. It will make it quitt: con fiilent to au.rm\ that 
the roci itfelf is an e\,idence of love, ancl that it is trlU: at' 
ever}' pious parent on eartil, \vhat is fa!{l of our Fathtr in 
heaverl: u~ \Vhom the Lor(1 lovetll, 11e challcllet}l, and. 
fcourgdh every fon who~ he receiveth. If yt e:-nJure 
challenirlg, Goc} (led~etil \rith }'OU as \vitll fOilS: for \\'Jlat 
fOIl is he \VhOl11 tIle Father cllailt:lletll Ilot? Bu! if ~.~ are .. 
withollt cilaflifecnerat, \vhcreoi all are pilrta~,:rs, t:~~n \'e 

are blfiards anci not fOIlS,," \\~itll this Illaxirn iTl ,o-ur ., 
e)'e, I' \\'ou)(1 reCOmtllend, that fO)t"mnity take t }.~ 1)~,~Ct ot~ 
ancl11e fubflituted for fcverity. "Tnel) ,\ child, f~)r ex­
aOlple, difco\?ers a \tery (leprJ\?e(1 difl)Ofit:O!), ill'[~\td of 
mnltiplyitl~ tlril)es in propor~ion t() th~ relit:rat'..:~t I)rO\90. 
caliol}s, e\'c;ry cir~llmliance fhouid be introJuct:J, ",he-



ther in reproor or punifhment. that can either di(covef the 
fcrioufll~~S of your mind, or make an imp' -ilion of awe 

• 
and r~\"eltnCe upon his. ·fhe time n~ay be fi: ed before 
h~nd-ai [orne dillanc~-The Lord's da,--his O\Vn binh. 

~ 

d;.;t-with many other circumfiauces tbat may be: fo fpe_ 
eial th~t it is impoffihle to enunleratc them.. I fhan juft 
repeat W l.:' yuu h3\"C heard often from me in coo\"erf,­
tion, that ~vcral pious perfons ola(le it an invariable cur. 
tom, as ((.'On as th:ir chi:dren could reat), never to cor. 
ntl them, but after tbey h:td ~old o\-er all the paffages of 
(cripttlfe \Jl!hich comlnan(l it, antI generally accompanied 
it with pr~re:- to God for his bJeffin~. I know well with 
\\p.h~\ ridiciJle tllis woul,i be treated by mal1y~ if publicly 
rnt:nti(mel~; but t~at does not fhake my judgment in the 
leaft, bc:ing fuliy {:t)(l\-inced it is a moil exc~l)ent Inethoo, 
and that it s imptlfiible to blot 'rom th~ minds of children, 
\vnile tile}: li\1te llpon earth, the ilnprtffions that are nlade 
by tll::fe (fl :ans, ~r to ab.te the \'enerat\on th~y will retain 
for the pan:nts \vho attecl fllCh a part. 

Sufl~r tT.e h~r~ to obfC:f\"e to you.. that ruch a plan as 
the above requires jlld~'11el1(1 rt:t1~alon, and great at. 
teJltion in Your \vhole cOndlIC{. T ctke heed that there 

, ~ 

be nothing adillitted ill tile illterv.lls, that counteract: it. 
Nothin~ is ~lore derirut1ive of a"thority, than fn:qnent 
difputes and chiding 1.pon fota]} rllatters. Tilis is often 
mor~ irkfome to chi!drell than parents are aw·are of. It 
weakens their influence illj~ll~hJ}p, and in time makes 
their opinion a;}d judgment of iiu)e weis:ht .. if not wholly 
contemptible. As heiore I recommended dignity in your 
general condtl8t Jo in a particular Il)anner, Jet the utn10ft 
care be taken n(\t tv render authoritl ~heap, hy too oftt!n 
interp~fing it. There is really to\) F!eat a ri1k to be run 
in every fu~h inflance. If parents \\~il! ~ deciding (Ii. 
realy, and cenfuring every moment, it is to be fuppofrd 
they will be fometimes wronl!, and when this e\"ide::ntly 
appears, it \VilI take away from the credit of their opinion, 
and weaken their influence, even where it ought to pre­
vaiL. 

Upon the whole, to encoura$!e you to choofe a wife plan, 
~~d to adhere to it with firmnefs, I can venture to anura 
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rou, that there is no doubt of your fuccers. To fubdue 
a youth alicr he has been long accufiomed to inliuJrence, 
I take to be in all cates difficult, and in many impoffihle ; 
but while the: bodv is tender, to bring tile mind to fub. 
miffion, to train up a child in the: ntlrture ~f'd adnlonition 
of the Lord, I kilOW is not i 111 poffible: and he \\f ho hath 
gii"en the conlmand, can fcartely fail to follow it with his 
blcffulg. 

LET T E R IV. 

DEAR SIR, 

HA VJNG now finifhed w~at I propofed to fay on the 
me4.flS of ellablifhing and prefcrving authority, I 

:f11aU proceed to another very im portant branch of the fub­
jett, and beg your very particular attention to ir, viz. ex­
ample. Do not, however, fuppore that I mean to enter on 
that mofi beaten of all topics, the influence of examp)~ 
in general, or to write a differtation on the common h,y­
iog, that " example teaches better than precept." An 
able \vriter, doubtlefs might fet e\?en this in fome new 
lights, and make it a: firong arguoent with every good 
man to pay the flritleft attention to his \ :fible condutl. 
\\That we fee ever}' day has a conflant and po\verfu( influ. 
ence on our temper and carriage. Hence arife national 
charatlers, and national manners, an,j every char"C\eriflic 
difHnCtion of age and place. But of this I have already 
raid enough~ 

Neither is it my purpore to put you in mind of the im­
portance of example to enforce itlfiruCtion, or of the lhame. 
fulJllefs of a man's preteociing to teach othe:s \\,hat he de. 
fpifes llinlfelf. Ti~is ought in the ftrongeft Dlanner ~o be 
laid before pallors and otller public perfons, who oftet} de­
feat habitually by tt:eir lives, what they attempt to do 0'­
rafionally in the execution of their office" If there r~. 
mains the lean fufpicion of your being of that charatler, 
thde letters WQuid have been quite in another firain. I 
bclie\'c therc ue l<;mc perrons of ,"cry irregular lives, 
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who )lave fo much natura) light in their confdences. thlf 
they wouM be grieved or perh~~ps ofl"cllrlc::d, if their ('btl. 
dretl fht>uid tread exad!y in their own Reps: but e,ren thefe. 
anti •• ltICh leis oth~rs, \\'!lO are more han!~ll~, can nevu 
bt: e, pcdo;d to undertake or carl)' on the I'}" ~tem of tdQ. 
c,ltion, We: arc now endC:.lvcring to iHutinte.. Suifer Dlt, 

h~\vt:\:t:r, b~fore I proc~(d .. to make Olle r~mark ~ "'~en 
1 h",';:: h~.tr\.l ~f p.!rems wr.o have: ~en watched by t~ir 
O~\·ll c:l:ttir::ll" \\ hen (lr~:lk.. a!lti t~keo care of: Jell th~ 

• 
fh laid iU::c::t wim injury or hurtful .c.ciJt:nts-or whofe 
in:~~np::·r,!t\! fahe anil herr;:l h13fi)he'11i~s, ha\-e~ \\'ith~t.~ 
fcrupl::<t b;.:eJl exp')I~J b~t:l :0 c!li!Jr-~Zl -t:ld Icr\"ants-or 
WilO, as h,iS iO~lte:inles bee~ tnc c:lf~~ ,,'ere k-lfCelJ at the 
p~li,)S to ,:o'lc~al tht"lr crimi:l.ll tllllOUrs, C!Ven frOll} their 
0'.Y11 o[spr!tl~-I h:\\-e often '-efl~a~1 on the (Ie)!ree of im. 
11idy of prinl:iple" 0:- ft:'J.rednefs of conlcience,. or OO!!a 
Ullitt:d" !l~,:eirar~~ to fUllport tlleln in fu~h c'.rcun,ft:tnces. 
Let us lea.\~t: all luch \,"ito a mi~!ure ~)f pity and d~:(l;ain. 

By m~ntionin~ ex;tmple, therefore .. OkS an important 
anJ llccei[lry branch of lh~ t:duc_tion of childrtll, I h~\"c: 
chietl)· in view a great Illlt1.~r of pclrticulars, \\-hich, fe~. 
rately taken, are, or at ~eafl are ft:PllGfc:d to he, of little 
JilOment; yet by theii union or frct}ae!lt repetition, pro. 
duce important and lafiing t:J~tls. I have alfo in ,'iew 
to illclude all tllat ciafs of acl~oIIS, in ,,-hieh there is, or 
may be, a coinci(lt:oce bet\\~!en the (luties of piel}· and 
p\.)litenefs.. flld by ln~ans of which, the one is incorp«>ra. 
ted with the other. Thefe are to b~ illlr~lltCed u!ldcr the 
heau of eXCllnple, becaufc tiley \~iiIl appear there to beft 
~r: \·an:a~e. alld becaufc n~la11\P (\f thelll call hardlv be 

'- .. .. 
taagllt or underftoOlI in all\' aliter \vav. 

~ J 

Tilis, I apprehend, }'"OU \\-,11 reallily appro\1Pe of~ be· 
caufe9 thO:'Ir.h YOll jUIHy confi\ler rdigion as the moll ef. 
fen6ally necdfary qualificalion~ you mean at the f~me 
time that your children fhould be fitted for an appearance 
becollling tileir IlJ.tion in the \\ror)(I. It is alro the more 
necdrary, as many are apt to disjoin wholly the ideas of 
piety and polit(!nels, and to fuppole them not only diJ: 
tina, l)ut il1compatible.. rl'llis is a d(\t,~erous fflare to 

DlallY partilts, \VllO tllillk there is no olerlium bet\\~eel\ 



~ 
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~he ~r:~!l n:fi:city, :lnd gtviot: way to ~n th'! '~n:tT ln~ 
el::n\~~nce of ;t diffi~tnlliie. Pc:rfons trul~' pious h.n·c 
~eG by their cundud J!lven counte-n~n,e to this mifl.k~. 
B\- I rert.li'l n1rrolt'nefs of r~ntiment atkl bell:l\'ior they 
h,~c: becOtll~ the'nj~IYe~ ~lld rcnJcred their C!li~Jrc:n un. 
fil tt,r a ~11enl illtercourie witll mankind, or the public 
dllt~s or 1'1 aflive )it~, 

'-Ot: know, Sir~ 3S much as ~ny m3n, how rontr-ry my 
Oplalioa an"l conduil have been upln t.'tis fubj~a. I ~~n. 
not help ,hinkin~ th~t trJe reli~on is not onl)- COllfifi~nt 
,-ith", bat ne~fr:lfY to t~ perf~8ion of true politenefs. 
T~re is ~ noble I~ntiment to this purpofe jllullr-tterl at 
tcnfi~lenble lellgth in the Pon .. royal efT.ys, ~iz. &~ That 
" \\-uri(liy politenefs is no more than an imitation 0:- im. 
" pert~l C!lpy of chriftian ch~rit}", being the pretence ~t 
,. 'ltat\vam a!)pearallc~" of that d~ference to the judgment, 
~ ~nd sttention t~ tbe inteRft of othe~ which a true 
" chriftian has as the rule of his )\~ and the difpofit,on 
" of his hean. ". I have at prefent in nly mind the id~a 
of ttrtain ~rrons, whom you "~i=1 eUly guels at, of the 
firft qullity; one or two of the nla1~, atld t;\-ice that num­
ber at :eaft of the female fex~ in whom piety and high Ba­
tion are united.. '''nat a fweetnefs and complacency of 
tountenance~ what a condt;fcenfion ancl gentl~ners of 
manners, arlfing from the hunlility of the gofpeJ being 
joined to the ~fined el~gance infeparabie froln their cir­
cumllances in lite ! 

Be p!elfed to folJo\v me tu the other extreme of human 
fociety ~ Let U$ go to the remoteR cottage of the wildeft 
country, and vifit the family that inhabits it. ) f they are 
pious, there i3 a certain humanity and good \vi]) attend­
ing their fimplicity, whi:h Dlakes it highly agreeable .. 
There is aUo a decency in their featiments, which, flow-

• The ~\,t!lor5 of l11efe elfays, commonly calied b!· \~ritels 
,,,!to make lTIt"ntion of tilenl, tIle gentlemen of Port-lto~·a), 
"~re a fvciety of Jallf~Il~fts in Fra~re, ~,;ho l1fcd to n1cct at 
that place; all of \'-}lon1 \\'~re eminent for literature, ARd n\:l­
ny of tht!nl of high rank, ;tS \fill be endent b}· mentioning the 
114n\CS of P "fcal" .\rll~\\J, ~Ild tIle prince of (:Ollti. The 1.&(\ 
was the atlthor cf the cffav from w-hich tIlt! abo,'"e remark is ~-
ken.· . 

\ WOOL. I\~. T 
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illg from the diCtates of confcieoce, is as plealing in aU 
refpefu, as the renraint irnpofed by the rules of good .. 
breeding, with which the pc:rfons here in view have little 
opportunity of being acquainted. On the contrary, un· 
bred country people, when without principle, have gene. 
rally a favagenefs and brutality in their carriaJ!e~ as con­
trary to good manners as to piety itfelf. No one has a 
better opportunity of making cbfervations of this Itind, 
than I have from my office and fituation, and I can affure 
you, that religion is the great polifher of the common peo­
ple. It even enlarges their underfianding as to other 
things, Ha\ling been accufiomed to exercife their judg .. 
meGt Ind refle8ion on religious fubjeCts, they are capa­
ble of talking more fenfibly on agriculture, politics, or a· 
ny common topic of indifferent con\lerft\tion. 

Let me not forget to fpeak of the middle ranks of life. 
Here, alfo, I fcroplc not to affirm, that whate,ger fphere a 
man has been bred in, or attained to, religion is not an in­
jury, but an addition to the politenefs of his carriage. They 
ieem indeed to confers tlleir relation to one aJlother, by 
their reciprocal influence.. J n promifcuous converfation, 
as true religion contriblltes to make men decent ur cour· 
teous, fo true politenefs guards them efftCtually from any 
outrage againfl piety or purity. If I were unhappily 
thro\vn into mixed or dangerous company, I fhould not 
apprehend any thing improper for me to hear from the 
moll: wicked man, but from the greaten clown. I have 
known gentlemen who were infidels in principle, and 
,,-hofe lives, I had reafon to believe, were privately \-ery , 
bad, yet in converfation they were guarded, decent aed 
improving; whereas if there come into company a rough, 
unpolifhed country gentleman, no man cau promife that 
be will not break out into tome profane exclamation or 
obfcene allufion, which it would be wrong to attribute to 
impiety, fo much as to rudellels an!l \\iant of rtfleClion. 

I have been already too long in the introduCtion, and 
in giving the reafons lor what I propote ihall make a part 
-of this branch of the fubje£t, and yet I mull make another 
:~reli~ina~ remar~ :. the~e is th~ greater neceffity for uni· 
~mg piety and pohteilefs m the Jyflcm of family example, 
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thst as piety is by th;t me3ns inculcated with the gteateft 
advant3{!e, fo po1it~nefs can fcaredy be attained in any 
other way. It is very rare that perfons reach a higller de­
gt'ee of ~litenefs.. than what they ha,-e been fonned to 
in the families of their parents and other near relations. 
True politenefs does not confift in (b'efs, or a few motions 
~f the bod)", bat in a habit of fentiment and con~erfation: 
the lirft may be learned fronl a maft~r, and in a little time; 

• 
the lail only by a long and c011!lant intercO'~rfe with tlJofe 
who poffefs, and are therefore able to impart it. As the 
difficulty is certainl)- greaten " .. jth tIle fem~le (ex, becaufe 
L~ey hlve fe,,-er opportunities of~ii)g abro&d in the world, 
I fhall take an exainple froDI 3.mong tI'.em. 

Suppofe a m.tn of low bi:~h, living in the country, by 
induftry and parfimony hiS become wealthy, and has i\ 

daughter to whom he defires to give a genteel education. 
He fends h~r to your city te a boarding fchool, for the 
other which is nearer me, you -are pleafed not to think 
fufficient for that purpok.. She will fpeedily Jearn to buy 
expenfive and fafhionable clothes, and moft probably be 
in tile veJ}? height and extravagance of the fafhion, one of 
the fureft figns of a vulgar tafl~. She may afro, if her ca· 
J.acity is tolerable, get rid of her ruftic air and calTiage ; 
and if it be b!!tter thaa ordinary, learn to difcourfe U~1l 
,vhatever topic is then in vogue, and comes in immedi~ 
ately after the weatlter, which is the be~~ilning of all con­
verf:ltion. But as her reiidence is onl· p for a time, fhe 

• 
returns home, where lhe can i'ee or hear nothing but as 
before. ~Iufl file not relapf~ tpeedily intG the f~me vul­
garity of .ootiment, and perhaps the fame provincial dia­
lea, to \vhich fhe hld been accuftomed frem her youth? 
Neither is it impoffibJe that fhe may jdl retain as much of 
the city ce(emo!lial, as by the incongruous mixture, will 
renJer her ridiculous. Pfhere is but one fingle way of 
efcape, which we have feen fome young women of merit 
and capacity, take, which is to contratl: an intimacy ~'ith 
perf OIlS of liberJl j~ntifllents ancl higher breeding, and be 
as littl'.! among their rela,ions as poffible. I have given 
this dcfcription to convince you that it is in their father's 
iwufe, and by the converfation and manners, to which 
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the}- are th~re accuftomed, that children m11ft be formed 
t~ politcneis, as ,,-ell as to virtllC. I carr}- tiJis matter to 
(31\ that I think it a difadvantage to be bred too high, as 
weli as too low. I do not ut!fire, and ha\·e al .. vays decli .. 
ned allY Ol}portunitie: given me of havillg m)· cllilclrt:n re .. 
fide long in f.amilies of high rank. I was afraid they \\' onld 
contratl an air antI ma011er ullfuitable to what was to be 
their condition for the remainder of their lives. I \\·oultl 

- . 

wifh to gi\'e my children as jun, as noble, ani} as e)egan~ 
fentiments as poffible, to fit them for rational cflnverfat;on, 
but a drefs an(1 carriage fuited to their nation, and not in. 
confiflent \vith the "tecknefs of the gofllel. 

TilOUgh the length of this digrt:ffion, or explanatory in. 
trodQclio~, has made it impoOible to fay much in this let­
ter on forming chiidren's charaCter an(l mallners by ex­
ample, before I conclude I will give one direCtion which 
is pretty comprehenfive. Gi\·e the utlnofi atte~tioll to the 
nlanller Qf receiving and entertaining firangers in your 
family, as well as to your fentiments and expreffions with 
regard to them when they are gon~. I am fully perfuaded 
tha~ tlle plaill~ll and fhorteft road to real politenef~ of car­
riage, and the moil amiable fort ofhorpit~lity, is to think 
of others ju[~ ~ a ~hrifiian ought, ~ll(i t9 exprefs tllelC 
thoughts with modelly and candor. This will keep you 
a: an equ~l difiance from a furly and morofe carriage on 
the one hand, and a fawning cringing obfequioufnefs, or 
unnecdfary ~ompliment and ceremony, on the other. As 
tl.ef~ are circunlfiances to which children in earl,:- life are 

- - . . - - .., 
yeT}' at!ellti,,-e, and whicl) OCCllr confialltly in th~ir pre. 
fence, it is of much moment what f<!ntiments tb~y imbi~e 
from the behavior of their rarentG. ~ d~ not mean only 
their learr~ing from them an eafe a~d dignity of carriage, 
~r tile c~ntr~ry; b~t allq, (olne morai or in1moral 11abits 
ef the [~ft cOI1(t:qucJ)~e. If they perceive you huppy and 
lifted ur with the vifit or count~tlance of perfons of high 
rank, roli~it~us to entertain them properly'- fubmiffive and 
fl,·ttering if) }70Ur nianner 9f fl)eakin~ to them, vain and 
apt to boafi of Y0Q.f connexion with them: and it: on the 
~pntrary, they per(;,"~ve you hardly civil to perfons of in. 
fer~~r ~~~ti()n~) or l~arrow ~ircumnances, imp~tient of 
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their company, and immediately feizing the opportunity 
of their departure to defpife or expofe them; will not this 
naturally lead the young mind to confider riches and high 
fiation as the great fources of earthly happinefs? "'ti!l it 
not gi\·e a firong bias to their whole defires an-I Hudies. as 
well as vifibly affea their behavior to others in focial life. 
Do not think lhat this is too nice and refilleu : the firli ilD­

preffions ppon young per1ons, though ir.~~nfiderable in 
loemfelves, have oftCll a great as \\·t:ll as lafiin~ effetl. 

I remember to have read many years ago, ill the arch. 
bifhop of Cambray's education of a daughter, an advice to 
parents to let their children perceive that they efteem 
others, r.9t according to their nation or outward fp]endor. 
but their virtue and real worth. It mull be acknowleclged 
that tllere are fome marks of refpet1 due to men, accord. 
ing to their place in civil life, \,-hich a good man \vould 
not fail to give thern, even for confcience fake. But it is 
~n tafy matter, in perrea confiftency with this, by more 
frequent voluntary intercourfe, as well as by our ufual 
manner of fpeaking, to pay that homa~e which is due to 
piety, to exprefs our contempt or indignation at vice, or 
meaollefi: of every kin{1. I thirlk. it no inconfiderahle ad • 
. dition to this remark, that we fhould be as cautious of ef­
timating happiness as 'Oirtue, by outward nation; and 
keep at tIle lame difiance froln envying as from flattering 
the great~ · 

But \\lhat I mull particularly recomtllend to }1CU, is to 
avoid that common bilt deteilable cllfiom of receiving per. 
fons with cOllrtefy, and all the marks of real friendfllip in 
ycur houfe; and the moment they are gone, faIling upon 
their charaCler and condut1 tvith unmerciful feverit},. I 
am fenfible there are fome cateS~ tholl~h they are not nu­
merous, ill \\'hicIl it may be la\\'ful to fay of oth.crs behind 
their back, what it woo),) be at leaft imprlldent or 11nfafe 
to fay in their own prefcDce. Neither would I exclude 
parellts from tIle ad\'alltage of pointing out to their chil. 
dren tIle Iniilakes and vices of others, as a warning or lei: 
fon of i!lflruttion to tllenlfelves. ). et as d~traaiol1 in gee 
neral is to be a\?oi(i~'d at all times; fo of all otllers tile 
molt improper featon to fpeak to any ma.n's prejudice, i~, 

-



after you bave jun received and treated him in an bofpi­
table manner, as a friend. There is fcmeth;ng mean in 
it, and fomething fo nearly allied to hypocrify and difin. 
genuity, that I would not ehoofe to atl rueh a part even 
to thore whom I \I.'ould take another opportunity of point .. 
ing out to my children, as perfons whofe converlation they 
fhould avoid, and whore conduCt they fhouJd abhor. 

In every Ration, and among ail rallks, this rule is often 
tranfgreffed ; but there is one point in which it is more fre. 
fluently and more univerfaUy tranfgrem:d than in any 
other, anc) that is by turning the abfent into ridicule, for 
any thing odd or aukward in their ~bavior. I am forry 
to fay that this is an indecorum that prevails in {everal 
families of high rank~ A man of inferior nation, for 
fome particular reafon, is admitted to their company. He 
is perhaps not well acquainted with the rules of polite. 
nefs, and the prefence of his fuperiors, to which he is u;t. 
accufiomed, increafes his embarraffment. Immediate)y 
on his departure, a petulant boy or giddy ~irl will fet about 
mimicking his motions, and repeating his phrafes, to the 
great entertainment of the company, \vho apparently de. 
rive much felf-fatisfaCl:ion from a circumft~nce in \\7hich· 
there is no merit at all. If any perfon renders himfelf 
jufily ridiculous, by affeCl:ing a charaCter which he is tID· 
abJe to fufiain, let him be treated with the contempt he 
defer\·es. Bet there is fometlling very ungenerous in 
people treating their inferiors with difdain, merely becaufe 
the fame Providence tllat m~de their ancefiors great, left 
the others in a low fi)here. 

It has often given m~ great indignation to fee a gentle. 
man or his wife, of real worth, good underftanding, but 
finlple manners, defpifed alld ridicll1ed for a defect which 
they could not remedy, and that often by perfons the molt 
illfignificant and frivolous, who never utter~d a fentence 
in their liyes that deferved to be remembered or repeated. 
But if this conduCl: is ungenerous in the great, how di. 
,'erting is it to fee the fame difpofition carried dowD 
throtlgh aU the inferior ranks, and thowing itfe1f in a filly 
triumph of every clafs over thofe who are fuppofed to b6 
~elQw the~; I have 1$.nown ma~y perfons, w~of~ nation 
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was not fuperior to mine, take great pJeafure in exprea: 
iog their contempt of 'fJulgar id~a$ and 1(Jtf) lift; and 
even a tradefman's wife in a city, glorying o~er the un. 
polifhed manners of her country acquaintance. 

Upon the whole, as there is no difpofition to which 
young perfons are more prone than derifion, or, &s the 
author I cited above,1\1r. Fenelon, expreffes it, un esprit 
t:locfJu£ur ~t malin-and few that parents are more apt to 

. cherifn-under' the idea of its being a fign of fprightlinefs 
and vivacity-there is none which a pious and prudent 
parent fhould take greater care to renrain by admonition, 
and dellroy by a contrary exam plee 

LETTER V. 

DEAR SIR, 

LET us now proceed to confider more fuUy what it 
is to form children to piety by example. This is 

a lubjeCt of great extent, and perhaps, of difficulty_ The 
difficulty, however, does not confil} either in the abfirufe­
nefs of the arguments, or uncertainty of the faCts upon 
which they are founded, but in the minutenefs or trifling 
flature of the circumfiances, taken feparately, \\Yhich makes 
lhem often either wholly unnoticeu or brreatly unjerva. 
lued. It is a fubjeCl:, which, if I mifiake not, is much 
more eafily concei\'ed than explained. If you have jt 

· confiantly in your lllind, that your whole vifible deport­
ment will powerfully, though infenfibly, influence the opi­
nions and future COllduCt of your children, it will give a 
form or colour, if I may fpeak fa, to every thing you fay 
or do. There are nllmberlefs and naolelefs inftances in 
which this reflection win make you f peak, or refrain fronl 
fpeaking, act, or abflain from fame circumfiances of aCtion, 
in what you are engaged in j nor will this be accompani­
ed with any reluCtance in the one cafe, or confiraill~ in 
the other, . · 
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But I mllfi not content myfe1f with this. My profet 
lion gives me many opportunities of oblerving~ that the 
imprdlion m3de by ~ene:rnl truths, however jun)y fiated 
or fully prot-ed, is fddom firong or Jafiing. Let me, 
therefore (lefccn<l to p.aair;e~ and ilJullrate what I ha\-e 
{aId by exampl~s. Here: again a difficulty occurs. H I 
give a particu)ar infiance, it will perhaps operate no farther 
than re(:omlnending a like conduct in circum fiances the 
fame, or perhars perlealy fimiJar.. For example, I might 
fdY, in fpc:akin~ to tne difadvanta~e of abfent perfons, I 
beieech }"ou never f:iiI to add the reafon why }"ou take fllCh 
)ibert~:, and indeed ne\-er take that liberty at all, but when 
it can be jllflified upon the pyainciples of prudence, Caild{\r 

and charity. A thing may be right in itfelf, but children 
1holll(l be made to fee why it is right. This is one in­
fiallce of e!<enlrlary caution, but if I ,were to add a dozen 
more to it, they would olliy be cletaclled precepts; \,-here .. 
as I am anxious to take in the whole extent of edifying 
example. In order to this, let me range or divide what 
I have to fay, under difiinCt heads. A parent who.wifbes 
that his example Oloul!l ~ a ipeaking leffon to his chil. 
dren, fhOllJd. ord-.:r it fo as to convince them, that he con. 
fiders religion as necelfary, refpetlable, amiable, profitable, 
aAd delightful. I am fenfible that fome of thefe charac­
ters may ieem fo Ilearly allied, as fcarcely to admit of a 
difiinClicn. lVIan}F parts of a virtuous conduCt fall under 
more than one of thefe denominations. Some aCtions 
perhaps defen'e all the epithets here mentioned, without 
exception and without prejudice one of another. But the 
difiinCtions feern to me very ufeful, for there is certainly 
a dafs of aCtions 1.vhich may be faid to belong peculiarly, 
or at leall eillillentl)', to each of there different heads. By 
taking them feparate1y, therefore, it will ferve to point oct 
more fully the extent of your duty, and to fuggefi: it when 
it \\·ouli.l not otllerwife occur, as well as to fet the obliga­
tion to it ill the flronger light. 

I. You fhould t in your general deportment, make your 
children perceive that you look upon religion as abfolute. 
ly neceffiuy. I place this Srll, becaufe it appears to me 
firft both in point of order and force.. I am far from beini 



againll taking an pains to fhow that religion i. rational •• 
honor.ble in itfelf, and vice the contrar) ~ but I dcrpir. 
the fooJilb refinement of thofe, who, tbro~~&h fear of ma­
king child~n mercenary. are for being very. fparing of the 
mention 01 heaven or hell. Such condt!a I' apt to make 
them conceive, that a neg!ea of their du!y i. only falling 
ihort of & degree of honor and advantage, which, for the 
gratification of their pilflions, they are very willing to re­
linquifh. Many patents are much more ready to tell their 
children ruch or ruch a thing is mean, and not like a gen. 
tIeman, th.lR to wam them dlat they will thereby incur 
the difpleafure of their Maker. Hut when the pratlices 
.,-e reali, and deeply criminal. II in fwearing and lying, 
it is quite improper to ren the m.ltter there. I admit that 
they are both mean, and that juilice ought to be done to 
them in this refpea. but I contend that it lhould only be 
a Cecondary cOllfideration. 

Ut not human reatonings be put in the balance with 
divine wifiJ9m. The care of our fouls is reprefdlted in 
Ccripture as the one thing needful. Ite makes ~ mifera­
ble bargain, who gains the whole world and lore. his own 
fouL It is not the native beauty of virtue, or the out­
ward credit of it, or the inward fatisfaaion arifing from it, 
or even all there combined together, that will be fuficient 
to change our natures and govern our conduct _ but & 

deep convi8ion, that unlefs we are re~onei1ed to God, we 
bll without doubt pe.rifh everlaftingIy. 

You will fay, this is very true and very tit, for a pulpit 
-but what is that clafs of aCtions that ihouid imprefa it 
hab:tuaHy on the minds of children? perhaps you wiD 
even fay t what one &elion will an, good man be guilt, 
of---much more habitual ccllduB: ...... that 'til tend to weak. 
en their belief of it! This is the very point which I mean 
to explain. It is certainly poffible that a man may at ftated 
times gi~'e out that he looks upon religion to be abfolutefy 
neceffary and yet his conduct in many particulars ma, 
have no tendency to imprefs this on the minds of his chil­
dren. If he fuffers particular religious duties to be eafi1, 
~lfplaced, to be {bortened, poftponed or omitted, upoq 
the mon triflio& acc:oWlts, depend upon it, thil Will .... 
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religion in general kern lefs nece[ary, to thofe who ob. 
-rene it. If an unpJea(ant day will keep a man fro. 
-public worihip, when perhaps a hurric~ne will not keep 
-him from an eleetion meeting-if he choofes to take phy .. 
fic, or giYe it to his children on the Lord's day, when it 
could be dono with equal eafe on the day before or after­
iC he will more readily allow his f~rvants to pay a vifit to 
.their friends on that day thin any other, though be bal 
'!'eafon to believe they will fpend it in junketing and idle­
nefs-it will not be eary to avoid fufpeCling that worldl, 
advantage is what determines his choice. 

Take an example or two more on this head. Suppo.; 
Lng a man ufual1y to worfhip God in his famHy; if he 
fometimes omits it----if he allow every little bufinefs to in. 
terfere \vith it--if company will make him difpenfe with, 
it, or fhlft it from its proper fearon-believe me, the idea 
of religion being every man's lirft and great concern, it ia 
hi a good meafure weakened, if not wholly loft. It is a 
very nice thing in religion to know the real connexion 
between, and the proper mixture of fpirit and form. The 
,form without the fpirit is good fOi nothing; but on the 
other hand, the {pirit \vithout the form, never yet exified. 
.1 am of opinion, that punCtual and even fcrupulous regu­
Jarity in al1 thofe duties that occur periodically, is the way 
to make them eafy and p]eafant to thofe who attend them. 
They alfo become, like all other habits, in fome degree 
neceffary; fo that thofe- who have been long accuflomed 
to them, feel an uneafinefs in families where they are gee: 
nerally or frequently negleCted'. I cannot help alfo meR. 
tioning to you, the great danger of paying and receiving 
vifits On the Lord's day, unlefs when it is abfolutely ne. 
ceffary .. " It is a matter not merely difficult, but wholly 
impraCticable.. in ruch cafes, to guard effeCtually againft 
improper Tubjecb of converf.ltion. -Nor is this al1~ for 
let the converfation be what" it \viII, I contend that the 
duties of "the family and the clofet are fully fufficient to. 
employ the ~hole time; which mu1ll: therefore be ,vaned 
or mifapplied by the intercourfe of fi:rangers. 

I only further obferve, that I know no circumftance 
~ which your opinign of the. nec~fiity of religion wi~l 
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.ppeaf .ith the greater cleamefs, or carry it in gi eater . 
force, than your behaviour towards and treatment of your 
children in time cf d:tngerous ficknefs. Certainly there 
is no tim~ in their whole: lives when the neceffaty appears 
more urgent, or the opportunity more favourable, for im­
pren&ng their minds with a ienfe of the things that belong. 
to th~ir peace. 'Vhat fhall we ray then ·of thoCe parents. 
who, through fear of alarming their minds, and augment. 
ing their diiorder, will not fuffer any mention to be made 
to them of the approach of death, or the importance of 
eternity? I will relate to you an example of this. A. 
yonni gentleman of eRate i.."l my parifh, was taken ill of 
a dangerous fever in a friend's houfe at a diftance. I 
went to fee him in his illnefs, and his mother, a widow 
lady, intreated me not to fay any thing alarming to him,' 
and not to pray with tJim, but to gc to prayer in another 
room, wherein 1he wifely obferved, it would have the fame 
eied. The young man himfelf foon found that I did not 
aa as he had expeCted, arid was fo impatient that it be­
came nece[ary to give him the true reafon. On this he 
infifted in the moll: pofitive manner, that aU refiriCtion 
fhould be taken off, which was done. What was the con. 
fequence ? He was exceedingly pleafed and compored ; 
and if thi$ circllmftance did not haften, it c;ertainly nei. 
ther hindered nor retarded his recovery. · . 

Be pleafed to remark, that the young gentleman here 
fpoken of, neither was at th3t time, nor is yet, fo far as I 
am able to judge, truly religious; and therefore I havo 
formed a fixed opinion, that in this, as in many other in­
fiances, the wifdom of man difappoints itfelf,. Pious ad-:­
vice and confolation, if but tolerably adminiftered in fick. 
nefs, are not only ufeful to the foul, but ferve particularly 
to calm an 'agitated mind, to bring the animal fpirits to an 
eafy flow, and -the whole frame into ruch a flate as a·ill beft. 
favor the operation of medicine, "Or the efFons of the con· 
tlitution, to throw off or conquer the difeafe • 

. Suffer me to wander a Uttle from my fubjeft, by oh fer ",.. 
iog to you, that as I do not think the great are to be much 
envied for any thing, fo they are truly and heartily to be 
piti~d f9{ t~e dcceptiQ9 that is ufuaUy put upon them by 



Satter)' and falre tenderner.. ~{any of them are htou~t 
IIp with fo much delicacy.; that they are never fQffc:red to 
lee IllY miferable or afBi8ing ohjet\, nor,.l6 far as can be 
hindered, to hear any affc:aing nory of ditlrefs. If the, 
tbemfe)vel are tick, how many ahfurd and palpable lies 
are told them by their (riends? and a$ for ph~'ficians I 
lIIay fafe)y fay, few of them are much confcience bound 
in Ihis matter. Now, let the fucct;fs of there oleafures lle 
what i~ will, dle only fruit to be reapc:d fro~ th~m is to 
make a poor dying finner miftake his or her condition, 
and vainly dream of earthly happi!lefs, while hafiening to 
th~ pit of perdition. But, a~ ~ (aid before, men are often 
taken in their OWQ craftinefs~ It oftentimes happens that 
ruch perfons, by an ignorant fervant, or ofScious nei~h. 
bor, or fome qnlucky ~~cident, make a fuddc:n difcovery 
C)f tbtit t~e fituation, and the fhock frequently proves fa. 
taJ ....... O! how much rnor~ dc:firable is it~how much 
mort! like the reafon of me~, ~s well a~ the faith of chrif .. 
tian:ii-tQ copfiqer and prepare for what mufi inevitably 
come! tQ pars? I cannot ~afily conc~ive any thing more 
truly nohle, than for a perron in health and vi~~r, in ho­
nor ~.nd -opulence, by voluntary reflection to fyn)patbiz~ 
wit~ others in diflrefs; and by ~ well foullded cpnfidence . 
in divine mer~y, to obtain th~ viCtory pv~r the fear Qf 
deathl. -

2. You ougl)t to live fo a8 to make religion appear re~ 
(peelable. Religion is a v~n;!rable thing ill itfelt~ and i~ 
{preads an air of dignity ov~r a perron's whole deporlment~ 
I haVt~ feen a COtnmon tralleflllao, rner~ly becaufe he wa_ 
~ marl of true piety and undeniable worth, treated by hi~ 
children, apprentic~s and fervar~t~, VJith ~ pluch greatet 
degree! of deference and fubmidion, ~han i~ -~ommonly 
given to men of fuperior f1.ation, with~u~ that charaaer~ 
Many of the fame me~nne[es ar~ aVOIded, by a gentle­
man ftom a principle of honor, and by a good man from 
a principle of confcience. The firfi keeps o~t of the 
conlpany of C9mmon people, becallfe they are below him 
~the Ian is cautious of mixi.lg with them, becaufe or 
that Ie vity an(} profanity that is to ~le expe~ted fronl them. 
If, then, religion is really venerable when fincere, are-
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tpelbble eonc:!ua ought to be maintained, as a proof of 
Jour own integrity, as well as to recommend it to your 
children. To this .dd, if you pleafe, that as reverence is 
Ihe peculiar duty of children to their parents, any thing 
that tenda to le[en it is more deeply felt by them tban by 
others who obferve it. When I .. ave feen a par~nt. in th" 
prefence of hi. child, meanly wran~linJl with his fervantt 
telling extravagant {lories, or otherwife expofing his va. 
nity, credulity 9r folly, I have felt jufl the fame propor. 
tion of fympathy and tendemefs for the one, that 1 did of 
contem pt or indignation at the other. 

What bas been iaid, will, in part, explain the errors 
wbicb a par~nt ought to {hun, and what circumftances he 
Dught to attend to, that relif;on may appear refpetlable. 
All me~nne[eSt whether of fc\ntiment, converfation, drefs, 
manners, or employment, are carefully to be avoided. 
YOll will apply this properly to yourfelf. I may, how. 
ever, juft mention, that there is a confiderable difference 
in all thefe particulars, according to men's .different Ha­
tions~ The f~me aClions are mean ill one nation, that 
_re not fo ill another. The thing itfelf, however, Rill re­
JIlains; a~ there is an order and clean1inefs at the table of 
tradefmen, that is different from the elegance of a gentle­
man's, Qr the fQmptuoufnefs of a prince's or nobleman's. 
But to make the matter Hill plainer by particular exam­
ples. llook upon talkativenefs and vanity to be among 
thegreateft enemies to dignity. It is needlefs to fay how 
much vani~y i, COtltr~ry to true religion; and as to tIle 
other, which may feem rather an infirmity than a fin, we 
are exprefsly cautioned againfi i~, and commanded to be 
fwiftto hear, and flow to fpeak. Sudden anger, too, a~d 
loud clamorous fcolding, are at once contrary to piety and 
dignity. Parents fhould, therefore, acquire as much as 
poffible, a compofure of fpirit, and mt!eknefs of language; 
nor are ~here m~ny circurJlfiances that will more recom­
mend religion to children, when they fee that this felf 
command is the eff~a of principle, and a fenfe of duty_ 

There is a weaknefs I have obferved in many parents, 
to fhow a partial fondnefs for fome of their children, to 
the neglect, and in many cafes approaching to a jealoufy 
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or hatred of others. Sometimes we fee a mother dirco,ef ~ 
an e~ ~eflive partiality to a handfome daughter, in compa.· 
rifon "~ thore that are more homely in their figure. This· 
is a bar:.~rity, which would be truly incredible, did not· 
experience prove that it really exifls. One would think­
they fhould r.:ther be excited by natural affeCtion, to give· 
sll poffible encouragement to thofe who labor under a dif­
advantage, and bellow every attainable accomplifhmenf. to 
balance the defeas of outward form. At other times we 
fee a partiality which cannot be accounted for at all, where 
the mon ugly, peevifh, froward child of the whole family, 
js the favorite of both parents. Reafon ought to counter • 
• 6l: there error3; but piety ought to extirpate them entire. 

- ]y.. I do not flay to mention the bad efl'eas that flow from. 
them, my purpofe being 081y to fhow the excellence of 
tbat ch.araaer which is exempted from them. 

The real dignity of religion will alfo appear in the con. 
dut! of a good nlan towards his fervants. It will point 
OJlt the true and proper difiinaion between condefcenfion 
and meannefs. Humility is the very fpirit of the gofpel. 
Therefore, hear your fervants with patience, examine 
their conduCt with candor, treat them with a11 the huma­
nity and gentlenefs that is confifient with unremitted au· 
tho-:-ity: when they are fick, vifit them in perfon, provide 
remedies for them, fympathize with them, and 1how 
them that you do fo; take care of their interefls; affifl 
them with your counfel and influence to obtain what is 
their right. But, on the other hand, never make your­
felf their proper companion: do not feem to tane their fo­
ciety; do not hear their jokes, or alk their news, or tell 
them yours. Believe me, this will never make you either 
beloved or efieemed by your fervants themfelves; and it 
will greatly derogate from the dignity of true religion in 
the eyes of your. children. Suffer me aIfo to caution you 
againH: that mofi unjuft and illiberal praCtice, ofexercifHlg 
your wit in humorous firokes upon yourfervants, before 
<:ompany, or while they wait at table& I do not know any 
f~ling fo evidently mean, that is at the fame time fo com­
Inon. It is 1 think, juft fGch a c\l\vardly thing as to beat 
~ Ulan \\'ho is bound; becaufe the ferv~nt, however happy 
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repartee might occur to him, is not a:t liberty to anfwer, 
bit at the rilk of having his bones broken. In this as in 
many other particulars, reafon, rdinement, and liberal 
rnan~ers, teach exaeU~· · he fame thing with religion, and 
I am hi' ppy in being able ~o add, that religion is general. 
ly the mott .,J~\Verful, as wen as the moR l nifonn princi. 
pie of decent conduct. 

Ifhallilave Lone with this particular, \vhen I have ob. 
ferved, that thole who are engages in public, or what I 
may call political life, . have an excellent opportunity of 
making religion appear truly refpeCl:able. '~lhat I mean 
is, by 1l1owing themfdves firm and incCDrruptible, in fup. 
porting th.ofe meafures that ~ppear beft calculated tor pro. 
moting the interefi of religion, and the good of mankind. 
In all there cafes, I admire that man who has principles. 
whofe principles are known, and \vhom every body clef­
pairs of being able to feduce, or bring o\-er to the oppo.. 
Jite interefi. I do not commelld furious and in~emperate 
zeal. Steadinefs is a much better, and quite a diffeTent 
thing. I would contend with any man \vho fhould fpeak 
mon calmly, but I would alfo contend with him who 
fhould act moll firmly. As for your placebo's yonr pru­
dent, courtly, compliant gentlemen, whofe vote in affem. 
bly will ten you where they dined the day before, I hold 
them very cheap indeed, as you very well know. I do 
not enter further into this argument, but conclude at this 
time, by obferving, that public meafures are a'ways em­
braced under pr.etence of principle; and therefore an uni. 
form uncorrupted public character is one of the beft evi. 
dences of real principle. The free thinking gentry tell 
us, upon this fubject, that " every man has his price." 
It lies out of my way to attempt refuting them at prefent, 
but it is to be hoped there are many whofe price is far 
above their reach. If fome of my near relations, \vho 
took fo mu~h pains to attach me to the interefi of e\range. 
1ical truth, had been governed by court influence in their 
political conduct, it had not been in my power to havo 
efieemed their character, or perhaps to have acUlered to 
their infiruCtions. But as things now {land, I have done 
both from the beginning, and I hope God will enable me 
by his grace, to cooti~uc to 9;0 fo to the end of lifc:. 
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I OFFER; with fonie hefitation; a few refleB:ions upon 
the married ftate. I exprefs myfelf thus, becaufe the 

fobject has been fo often and fo fully treated, and by wri .. 
ters of the fira tlafs, that it may be thought nothing now 
remains to be faid that can merit attention. My only 
apology is, that what I offer is the fruit of real obfervation 
and perfonal reflection. It is not a copy of any man's 
writing~, but of my own thoughts; and therefore if the 
fentiments fhould not be in themfelves wholly new, they 
may poffibly appear in a light not altogether .:ommon. 1 
1hall give you them in the way of aphorifms or obferva­
tions; and fubjoin to each a few thoughts by way of 
proof or illuftration. 

I. Nothing can be more contrary to reafon or public 
utility, than the converfation and writings of thofe who 
turn matrimony into ridicule; yet it is in many cafes, as 
weakly defended, as it is unjufUy attacked. 

Thofe who treat marriage with ridicule, at\ in direct 
and deliberate oppofition to the order of providcn;c, and 
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to the confiitution ·()f the fodety of which they are mem: 
hers. The true reafon why they are borne with fo pa .. 
tiently, is, that the .l\uthor of our nature has implanted in 
us inflinctive propenfities, 'which are by much too firong 
for their feeble attacks.-But if we are to efiimate the ma­
lignity of a man's c:ondutt or fentiments, not from their 
effeCl, but from their native tendency, and his inward dif. 
pofition, it is not eary to imagine any thing mQre crimi. 
nal, than an attempt to bring marriage into difefieem. It 
is plainly an effort not only to dellroy the happinefs, but 
to prevent the exifience of human nature. A man \vho 
continues through IiI': in a fingle Hate, ought, in jufiice to 
endeavor to fatisfy the public that his cafe is fingular., and 
that he has fome infJperabJe obftacle to plead in his ex­
cure. If, infiead of this, he reafons in defence of hi~ cwn 
conduCt, and takes llpon him to cOlidemn that of others, 
it is at once irlcredible and abfunl: That is to fa\~, he can .. . ' 

fcarcely be beliC!\1ted .:0 be fincere. And \?hether he be 
1incere or not, he deierves to be detefted. 

In fupport of the Iaft part of my remark, let it be oil­
ferved. that thofe who write in defence of marriage, ufually 
give fuch fublime anc. exalted defcriptions, as are nOt re." 
alized in' one cafe Of a thoufand; and therefore cannot be 
a juft motive to a cc:nfiderate man. Infiead of infifiing 
on the abfolute necefi:ty of marriage for the fervice of the 
Hate, a~d the folid ad~/antages that arife from it, in ordi. 
nary cafes; they give us a certain refined idea of felicity, 
which hardly exifls any where but in the writer's imagi-. 
nation. Even the Speaator, than whom there is hanl1y in 
our language a more jail and rational writer, after faying 
many ~xcellent things in defence of marriage, fcarcely 
ever fails to dra\v the charafter of a lady in fuch terms, 
that I may fafely fay not above one that ~nrwers the def. 
cription is to be: found in a parHh, or perhaps a country. 
Now, is it not much better to leal'e the matter to the force 
of nature, than to urge it by fuch arguments as there! Is­
the manner of thinking induced by fuch writings, likely 
to hallen or ~()llpone a man's entering into the marria&e-' 
1late? ' 
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There is a1fo a fault I think to be found in almon every 
writer who fpeaks in favor of the femaJe (ex, that they 
over-rat<: the charms of the outward Corm. This is the 
cafe in all romances-a c)afs of writings to which the 
world is very little indebted.-Tile fame thing may be 
raid of plays, where the heroine for cert.lin, and often all 
the ladies that are illtroduced, are reprefented as inimita­
blv beautiful. Even l\fr. Addifon himfelf in his admira. 

J , 

ble defcri ption of Martia, \vhich he puts in t~ mouth of 
Juba, though it begins with, 

'la not a set of flotures or complexion) &c. 
yet could not help inferting 
Trot she is/air; oh, how difJint/y fair! 

Now, I apprehend this is dir~aly cO[ltrary to what fhould 
be the defign of every moral writer ~ Men are naturally 
100 apt to be carried away with the admiration of a beaU. 
·tiful face. Mull it not, therefore, ~~nfirnl them in this 
error, when beauty is made an effential part of every ami­
able charatler? The preference {uch writers pretend to 
give to the mental qualities, goes but a little way to reme-
41y the evit If they are never feparated in the defcriptiol1', 
wherever men find the one, they will prefume upon the 
~ther. But is this according to truth, or agreeable to ex. 
perience? What vall numbers of the moR: valuable wo­
men are to be found, who are by no means "div~neJy fair?" 
Are there all to b~ negleaed then? Or is it not c~rtaint 
from experience, that there is not a lingle quality, on 
which matri~'onial happinefs depends fo little, as outward 
form ~ E.very other quality that is good, win go a certain -
length to. atone for what is bad; as, for example, if a wo­
man i~ aC\;ive and induftrious in her family, it will make 
a hufband bear wit!! .-nore patience a little anxiety of coun. 
tenance, or fretfulnef$. of temper, though in themfe!ves 
difagreeable. But (always fuppofing the honey.moon' to 
be over) I do not think that beauty atones in the lean de .. 
gree for any bad quality whatfoever.; it is, on the contrary, 
an aggravation of them, being confidered as a breach of 
f~ithJ or deception, by holding out a falfe fign.a,l, •. 

. .. .... 



2. In the married nate in general, there is ~ot fo mu~b 
happinefs as young lovers d~eam of; ~or is there by f;tr 
fo much unhappinefs, a~ loofe authors univerfally fuppor~. 

The fi~ part 'of '~hi~ apborifm wit probably t>e ~a(jly 
admitted. Before menti~ning, how~ver, the litt~e I m~an 
to fay upon it, I beg :ea\·e to obferve, tha~ it would ~ 
quite wr"ng to blame th~ tendernefs and fervency of af. 
ftt\ion~ by which"the fexes are drawn to ·:me ~nother, an~ 
that gene~us deyotednefs of hearts which is often to ~ 
feen on '('ne, arid fometimes on both fid.:!s... This is nature 
itfelf; and when under the ren'raint ~of reafon~ and gov'em­
ment of pruden~, may be gre_tly fubferyient 10 the future 
happinefs of life. 'But there is certainly an extrav~gance 
of fentiment al~ language on this fllbjef.t, tilat is ~t once 
ridiculous in itfelf __ and L;e 'proper cauie, in due time, of 
~r~tchednef~ and dir~ppointment. " " ' 

Let any ma~~ 'who has outlived there fenfation$ bill)­
fdf, a~d h~ lci(ure t9 be amufed, dip a rit~)e into the jove 
fong~ t~at h~ve ~~ c~mpofed and puillilhed from An~ 
creon to lile prefent day, and g.-hat a fund of enter. 
lainment will he' ~n~ provided for hinl! The heathen 
gods and gQd4efl;:~ ~ the ~andiQg a~d lawful mean~ 
of celt:~rati~g ~e" praifes' of a mifirefs before whom, 
po c~ubt, Venus fo~ beauty, and ~licerva for wifdom. 
Jnutt go fot nothing.. ' Every image in nature has been 
called u;, ~o Jteighten our idea of female charm~-th~ 
palen~f~ of ti!e lily, the 'frefhnefs of' the -tore, the blufh 
of !~ violet,' and ~he vermillioll·of the peach. 'This i~ 
eve~ fiill ~Gthing; . On~ of the mofi appro\1ted topics of a 
)ove-~ck writeriS1 that all nature fades and nlourns at the 
abfence of his fair\ and puts on' i ~ew b~oc)m . at her ap­
proa~h~ , AU ~his, we kno\v well, has p:a(:e only in his 
imagiQation; for nature proceeds quietly ~~ her coude, 
,,·ithout minding him alld his charmer ill tile lean, . But 
we are n~t yet done'. " The ~!\Jry of the heavenly orbs, 
the luRn:' of the fun himft>!f, and even the joys of heaven, 
are frequentlyand familiarly introduced, to exprefs a 10-
ver~s h«ppinefs or hopes. Flames, darts, arrows, anc\ 
tightni~g from a female eye, have been ex preffions as old 
~~ leaft as the art of writing, and a~e Ril2 ~n full v~gue. 
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Some ~ thefe we can find no other fault with than th~ 
they are a Ijttle outre as the French exprefs it ; but I con­
fefs I have fom~time$ been furprifed at th~ choice of light­
ning, be~aufe it is capable of ~ double application, and 
may put us in mind that lome wives have lightning in 
their eyes fufficient to terrify a hu~and, a$ well as th~ 
maids have to confume a lover. 
. DG~$ not aU this plainly {how, tQat young perfons are 
apt to indl,lge themfelves with rpmantic expeCtations of & 

delight, b('l~h extatic 2nd permanent, fuch as never did and 
never ~an exifi? And does it OQt at the falne time ex,. 
pofe matrimony to the fcoifs of libenines. who, knowing 
that thefe raptures mdl foon cpme to an encl.. think it 
fufDcient to difparage the flate itfelf, that lome inconfide. 
rate perions have n9t !net with i~ j~, w4~t it was never 
intended to' bellow ? 
, I procee~, therefore, tQ obferve that thfre is not by far. 
fo much unhappinefs in the married fiate in general, as 
loofe authors pniverially fuppore. I choo~e to {late the ar­
gument in this manner, becaufe it is much more fatisfy. 
~llg than dra\ving piaures of the extrenle~, on eitller hand. 
it fignifie.s \'ery little, on the poe hand, to defcribe tIle 
~ate of a few perfqps difiinguilbed tor utljt!rfianding, fuc­
~efsful in life, refpeCted QY the publi~, ilnd dear to one 
another; Qr on the Qther, thofe hateful brawls which by 
~nd by produce ~n aqvertifement in the news-papers, 
~'\Vhereas qarah the wife of the fubfcriber, has eloped 
~, from hr~ bed 'a~d bo~rq.," &~. If we \\·ould treat of tllis 
JIlatter with propriety, we mu~ confider how it {lands 
among the bulk Qf rqankind. Tile prop~fition, then, I 
Juean to efiablifb, is, that there is much lefs unhappinefs 
jn the matrimonial {late than is ofttn apprehended, and 
indeed as qlucl~ r~~~ c9mfort as there is any ground to ex-
pea. . 

To fupPQrt this truth, I obferve, that taking mankind 
throughout, \\"e find much mort: fatisfaclion and chearful. 
fiefs in the married than in the fin~?le. In proportion to 
their nunlhers. I think of thole that are grown up to rna. 
t~rer years, or paft the meridiatl of life,' tllere is a m~ch 
&reClter degree of peevifilnefs and difcontent, whi~Rta.I~ 
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• 
nefs and peculiarity, in \he Ian than in the lirit. The 
profpeli of c~ntinuing tingle to the end of life~ narro,,"s 
the nlind and clofes the heart. I knew an inftanee of I 
gentleman of good efiate, who lived fing~ rill he was paft 
forty, and he was efieemed by all his neighbors not only 
frug;tl, but mean in fome pans of his condufi. This farne 
perkin afterwards rna· ryicg and having children, every 
body obfervecl tbat he became liberal and open-hea:-ted on 
the change, when one would blve thougbt be had a firong. 
~r rnotive than before, to fave and hoard up. On this 
a neighbor of his made a remark, as ~ pbilofopher, that 
every ultimate pafflOn is ftronger than all intermediate 
one; that a lingle perfon ~'''''~~s wealth immediately, and 
on iu; o\Vn account; wi>'" '''s a parent can {carcel, belp 
preferring his children ileiore it, and valuing it only !or 
their fakes. 

This leads me to obferve, that marriage ml.la be tht 
fourc(: of happinefs, as being the immedi~te caufe of many 
other relations, the moll interefiing and deiightful. I 
cannot eafily figure to myfelf any man who dces not look 
upon it as the fir(l of earthly bleflings, to have ehildren. 
to be the objeas of attachment and care when they are 
youn~'~ and to inherit his name and fubllance, when he 
himfelf mull, in the courre of nature, go off the flage. 
Does not this very circumftance give unfpeakable dignity 
to eac.o parent in the other's eye, end ferve to increafe 
and c()nfirm that union, which Y.:luthful paffion, and Je{s 
durable motives, firfi oc~afioned to take place? I rather 
choofe to mention this argument, becaufe neither exalted 
underflandings, nor elegance of manners, are necefl3ry 
to giv(! it force. It is felt by the peafatlt as well as b}· the 
prince; and, if we believe fOl1!e obfervers on human life, 
its influence is not lefs, but greater in the lower than iq 
the higher ranks. 

Befc1re I proceeli to any further remarks, I mull fay a 
few \\·ords, to prevent or remove a deception, which very 
probable leads many into error on this 1ubject. It is no 
other than a man's fuppofing what would not gi\'e him 
happinc!fs. cann6t give it to another. Becaufe,. perhaps, 
there are few married women, whefe perfons) converfatio~l 
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manners, 3nd conduCt, are altogether to hi~ tane, he take. 
upon him to conclude, that the bufbands, in thefe nume­
rous infbnces, mull lead a oliferable life. Is it needful 
to fay any thing to 1hcw the fallacy of this? The tanes 
and difpofitions of men are as various as their faces; and 
therefore what is djfpleafing to one, may be, not barely 
tolerable, but agreeable to another. I have kno\\'n a huf­
bmd delighted with his ,~ife's fluency and poignsncy of 
fpeech in fcolding her fervants, and another who was not 
able to bear the leaft-noire of the kind \vith patience. 

Hlving obviated this miftake, it \\·ill be proper to ob. 
rene, that through all the lower and middle ranks of life, 
there is generaU}· a good me:lfure of Inatrimonial or dcr­
mdlic comfort, when their circumftances are ear}· , or tlleir 
efbte gr~w;lig. This is eafily accounted for, not only 
from their being fi-ee from one of the moll ufual caufes of 
pcevifhnefs aod difcontent, but becaufe the affairs of a 
&miJy are very feldom ill a tllriving nate, llnlefs both 
contribute their 1hare of diligence; fo that they have not 
only a common hcppinefs to t~lare.. but a joint merit in 
procuring it.. A-len may talk in raptures of youth and 
beauty, wit and fprightlinefs, and a hundred other {hining 
qu;.llties; but aft~r feven years cohabitation, not one of 
thenl is to be ~ompared to good family management, 
which is feen at every meal, and felt every hour in the 
hufbmd's purfe. To this, however, I muft apply the cau­
tion given above.-Such a wife may not appear quite 
killing to a ftranger on a vifit. There are a fe\\p diilin­
guithed examples of women of the firtl rate underfiand. 
ings, who have all the elegance of court breeding in the 
parlour, alle1 all the frugality and a8.ivity of a farmer's 
wife in the kitchen; but I have not found this to be the 
cafe in general. 1 learned from a certain author many 
~e~rs ago, that "a great care ofhoufhold affairs ~enerally 
fpolls the free, cardefs air of it fine l~dy •• , ancl I have 
feen no reaton to difbelieve it fince. 

Once more, fo far as I ha,"e been able to form a judg­
ment, wherever there is a great and confefl"t:u fuperiority 
of lInderftanding on one fide, with fome good nature on 
the other, there is do:nefiic peace. , It is of li:~le (onfe. 



quence whether the fuperiority be on the fide of the inatt 
or woman, provided the ground of it be manifefi. The 
fiercetl contentions are generally where the jufi title to 
command is not quite clear. I am fenfible I may bring 
a little ridicule upon myfelfhere. It will be aUedged that 
I have ~learly eflablifhed the right of female authority 
over tllat f pecies of hufbands, known by the name of hen. 
peckr. -But I beg that the nature of my pofition may be 
attentively confidered. I have faid, ",",neie\~er there is 
a great and confeffed fuperiority bf underfianding. Should 
not a man comply with reafon, when ofFered by his wife, 
as weJI as any body eIfe ? Or ought he to be againfi reafon, _ 
beCatlfe his wife is for it? I therefore take the liberty of 
refcuing from -the number of hen-peckt, thofe who afk the 
advice; al1d follo\v the direCtion of their wives in moft 
cafes, becclufe they are really better than any· they could 
give themfelves-referving thofe only under the old de­
nomination, wllo, through fear. are fubjeft, not to rea. 
fon, btlt te> paffion and ill-humor. I {hall conclude this 
obfervatioI\ wit~ raying, fO.r the honour of the female fex, 
that I have known a great number of infiances of jun and 
amiable ccnduCl:, in cafe of a great inequality of judgment, 
when the cLdvantage was on the fide of the woman, than 
when it WitS on the fide of the man. I have known many 
women of Judgment and prudence, who carried it \vith the 
highell: reff'ect and decency, to weak and capricious hur .. 
bands: Bl1~: not many men of difiinguifhed abilities, wh!> 
did not betray, if not contempt, at lean great indifference, 
towards weak or trifling wives. . 

Some other things I had intended to o[er upon this 
fubjeCl:, but as the Jetter bas been drawn out to a greater 
length than~ I~ eXf,eCted, and they \vill come in \vith at 
lean equal propriety under other maxims, I conclude at 
prefent. 
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,_ 17 is by far the faft:fi and mofi promiling way to 
~ marry with a perron n~~rly equal in rank, and per­
haps in age; but if there is to be a diifrrence, the r'fk is 
much greater \\ .. hen a man marries below his rallk, than 
whell a \\POlnan (lcfcends from hers. 

The firll pllTt of this ma}~iln )las been in fubflat~ce 3d­
vanced by nlc\l\y writers, at1U tllerefore little \\·ill need to 
be {aid UpOll it. I nlllfl, ho\vever, explain its Inl-aning, 
which is not always clC!arly comprehended. By equality 
in rallk, muil be undt!rflOod equality not in (ortune, but 
in. eJucation, taue and h:lbits of life. I do not call it ill­
equality, when a gentleman of eflate mar!ies a lady who 
has been from lhe beginning brol1ght up in the fame dafs 
Offociety with himfdt: and is in every rerpett as ele~ant 
in her fentiments and manners, but by' fome illcid:::nts, 
that perhaps have latd)' happened, is unequal to him in 
point of fortune. I know that from the corrupt and ieJfifh 
views which prevail fo generaily in the world, a marriage 
'of this kind is often confidered as unequal. and an a8 of 
great condefcenfion on the part of the man; but the fen­
timent is illiberal and unjuft. In the fame manner, when 
a lady Inarries a gentlemall of charat1er and capacity", and 
is in every refpeCt fuitahle to her, but tllat Ilis eJtate is 
not equal to what fhe might expeCt, I do not can it une. 
qual. It is true, parents too frequently prefrr circum­
fiances to cl13racter, and the female iriel}cls of a lady at Iler 
own difpofaI, may fay in fuch a cafe" that fne has made 
a poor bargain. But takin~ it Rill for granted that the 
fortune only is unequal, I affirm there is nothing in this 
circumfiance that forebo(les fllture diffenfion, but rathet' 
the contrary. An aC\: of generofity never produced a fret. 
ful difpofiiicn in the perron who did it, nor is it reafonable 
to {uppofe it will often have that efft:Cl on the one who 

• • recelves,lt. 
\ The importance, therefore, of equality, arifes fingly 

from this circumftance-that there is a great probability. 
VOL, I\T. Y 
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that the turn, t3fie, employments, amufements, and ge. 
neTul carriage of the perfons fo intimately joined, and fo 
frequently together will be mutually agreeable. 

rrhe occafion or motive of firfi entering into tIle mar· 
riage contraCt, is not of fo much confcquence to lhe ft. 
licity of. the patties, as what they find after they are fairly 
engaged, and cannot return back. ,Vhen I vifit a new 
country, my judgment of it may be influenced a litt1e, 
but 11eitber n\uch nor long, by tlltteril1g hopes or hide .. 
O!.lS apprehenfions, entertained before aflual triaL It has 
often been filicl that diffenfions between married people, 
gellera!ly take their rife from very inconfider~\ble circum. 
fiances; to which I \viII add, that tbis is moll comnlonly 
the care among perfons of fome fiation, fen fe, and breed .. 
ing. This may feem odd, but the difficulty is eafily fol .. 
vet). l'lerfons of this charaCter Ilave a delicicv on the fub. 

• 

jea of fo clofe an union, and expeCt a fweetnefs and com. 
l)liance in matters that \vou](} not be nlilli1ed by the vul. 
gar; fo that the finallnefs of the circumflance uI)pears ill 
their e}·e an aggravation of the cfience. I Ilave kno\vn 
a gentleman of rank and his Jady part for iife, hy 3 dif­
ference aritlng [roln a tIling raid at flIpper, that was not 
1"0 muell as obfer\t~d to be an improprietjl by three founhs 
of the company. 

This, then, is what I apprehend occafions the impor­
tance of equality in rank. 'Vithout this equality, they 
do not un(leriland one another fufliciently for contillual 
intercourfe.-lVIany caufes of difference will arife; n~ 
only fudllen and u!1expeCl:e(l, but impoffible to be fore­
feen, al1d thererore not provided againfl. I muft alfo 
obferve, tI1at an explication or expoftulation, in the c~fes 
l1ere ill vic\v, is more tedious and (lifficult than any other 

~ 

-perllaps nlore datlgerous alld uncertai!l in tIle i[ue. 
HO\\T filall the one attenlpt to convi11CC! the other of an in­
congrllity of l1ellavicu '., in "-hat all tht:ir former ideas 
have tatlght them to belie\7c as innocent or dccf-nt, [orne­
times even lauclable? The attempt is often c\)nfidered as 
an infult on their t;1rmer fiation, and infiead of producing 
cOllcord, lays tlle foundatiorl of conti~~llal folicitude, or 
increafing nverfion. A man may be guilty of fpeaking 



very UD3dvifedJy through intemperate raze, or nl;lY per. 
haps com~ home fluilekcl with liquor, and his wlie. jf 
prudent, mly find a feafon for mentioninJ them, w:1en 
the ~I:nonition \\·ill be recei\~ed \\"ith caJlllnefs, ant) f~­
lowed by reiormation; bat if fhe dilco\'ers her difplea. 
fure at rllllicity of carriage, or me311;lefs of 1entim~nt, I 
think there is little h0p'~ that it \\·ill Ila,,.e an}· effeft tllat is 
good. The habit caRnat be Dlended ; yet he may ha"e 
fagacity enough to fee that the witt! of his bofom has dc­
{pited him in her beart .. 

I am going to put a cafe. Suppofe that t~le late , 
who acquired fo van an ef~te, had nlarried a lady of the 
firft rank, education, and ta!le, and that fhe had learned 
a few anecliotes of his public f~echts-that Ile fpoke of 
this kr~ report of th,.; jl~rc com.nittee-or of a man's 
being clrott'1Il'd on the coa.ft oi the j.)!:lnt/ of Pennfylvania. 
Now, I defire to kno\~ how file could he:p pouting, an(l be­
ing a little out oihumor, efpecially iihe came home full of 
io\\-ard fatisfa8ion, and was hon.~fily of opinion that he 
ipake ~iJually as ~II as any other in the houfe ? That 
things may b: fairly balanced, I \\'ill put another cafe. 
Suppofe a gentleman :>f rank, literature, and tafte, has 
married a tradefman's daughter for the fake of fortune, or 
from defire, which be caUs love, kindled by an acciden­
tal glance of a frelli-colored youl16 woman: Suppofe her 
Dever to have had the opportunity of beillg in what tIle 
world calls good comp~lly, and in coniequence to be 
wholly ignorant of the modes that pre'tail there; Suppofe, 
at the fame time, that her underftanding has never been 
enlarged by read i n6, or converfation. In fuch a cafe, 
how foon mull paffi.an be fated, and what innumerable 
(.aufes of fb~nle and morti6catioll mull e\rery day pro­
duce ! I am not certain \vhetller the difficult}~ \viIi be 
greater, if file coctillues the manners of her forlner, or at­
tempts to put on thofe of her prefent fiation. If any man 
thinks that he can eafily preferve the efieem and atten. 
tion due to a \vife in fuell circumnances, he \viII proba~ 
bly be mHh.ken, and no leis fo if he expects to communi. 
cate refillelllent by a fe\v lefTons, or prevent mifoella\'ior 
by fretfulnefs, or peevifil a:ld fatirical remarks. 
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But Jet me come now to the l..tUer plrt of the maxim. 
wh:ch I do not r~membe:" to have ever olet with in any 
amhor-:!l.\~ t!1~re is a much gr~atc!r rilk when a man 
11larri~s l)=l~\v hii r,lnk, th~1l \,·hc:n a \\"o,nan n)lrri~s 
b~;o\v 11e,'·s. As to thr rl.tt:C:a of ,.,1, it depenlls entirt-l, 
on the juftnefs and ac\:uft,cy of my oofer~tions. (\f which 
every reader rnu~l be lelt to jlillge tor himlelt: I mull, 
h')\Ve1ter, take notice, t!llt \\ hen I fpe"k of a WOOlln 

- marrying below her naticn~ I have no ~ie\V ~t all to in­
clude wllat t:lere have be~n JOllle e~ampies of-a gelltlc. 
maIl's dau~llter runn~ng 1""t:lY l\ith her father"s footman, 
~ a lady of qllalit}~ with a p),lyer, this is, in every in .. 
fi,tnce, an ad of pure lafc:\-ioilfnefs, ant) is, "'itllO'Jt any 
exce})tion that ever I he~rd of followed hy imnledia:e 
ihame all(l flltllre ~g~r}" .-! t hlS not, ho\\"e\~er, any 
more cOllnexion \vit~ Ill:\rria~e~ than the tranfatlions of 

" a brothel, or the memoirs of 3. kept minrd~. The tnlth 
is, elopenlents in ge:leral are things of an eccentric Ill· 
ture : ... ~ll(1 \vhen I hear 0: Olle, I fe)(lom make any fur • 

• 
ther enquiry after the felicity of the p-'Tties. Bu~ when 
marriages are contraBed \\it3 an}~ degree of (1~libention, 
if there be a difference in point of rank) I ti.ink it i3 
Illucll better tile advantage fhculd be cn the \\-On1:111 's fi .. ie 
than en the man's: that i3 to £1.y,. marriages of the ErR 
kind are ufualJy mere hapf'}' than the other. 

Suppofing, tJlerefore, the f;\tl to be lS no\v fiate\l, "I!a: 
remains for me is, to inve:1igate a little the c3uie:s of it, 
and pointed out thofe circumfiances in human tt:mperi 
ancl cllara8ers, or in the ["ate of Ibciety, \,-hich gi,-e lIS 

reafon to txpeCt thlt it \vi~l, in Illufi cales tllrn Ollt fo. 
\Vhene\,er any efFeCl is p:neral. in the moral as wdl 
as llatural \\Jorl{i, there mIff: t'le rome permanellt C3u!e, 
or ranfes, filfncient to accou~t for it. Shall we affibn as 
Oi~~ rtalon for it, that there is, okinj:! them complt"xJ~', 
m"re cf rell \'irtuc :mll cur:m.mdln~ principie in the 
fenHI~ rex than iu the ::u!t', ::!!kh makes taem, upon tho:! 
'.'.'i1oIe, att a better part in the married relation ? I \,-ill 
not u:'"}dertake to prm'e this opinion to be true, and far 
lefs \v\ll I at~enlpt to rc:fute it, or filO\\· it to L'e falle. 
Many authors of great penetration ha\'e affirm.:d it; 
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and doubtlefs taking virtue to be the fame thing with found 
failh and good mora.Is, tnUCll may be faid in i~s fa\·or. 
But there rl~s not appear to me fo great a fuperiority in 
this refpetl, as fully to :lccount for the effeCt in quefiion. 
Hefid~s, the ~cl"·-lnta6es \\·hich men have in point ofkno\\p­
)ed~:, from the ufual conrfe of education, may perhaps 
blJJllCe the :uper!ority of \\·Olnen, in point of v~rtue i 
for non~ fl!r~!y' call (ic!ny, that matrimonial difcord may 
not ariit: from igtlOrallce al1~1 folly ~ as \vell as vicc:. AI­
Jo\~~ing, tl1erefore, 23 much illfluence to this caufe, as 
e,-ery one from his experience and obfervatioll may thillk 
its due, I beg leave to ruggen fome otller things \\·hich 
certainly do co-operate with it, and augment its torce. 

• I. It is mllch eafier, in lnofi cafes, for a Inan to im­
prove or li!~ after marriage to a more elegant tane in life 
than a ,,"oman. I (10 not attribute this ill the leafi to 
fu~rior natur~l talents, bllt to the more frequent oppor­
tunities )le has of feeing the \vorld, and con\'erfi~lg Willl 
perfons of diff~rent ranks. There is no infiance ill \vhicll 
the fphere of bufinefs an~ converfation ~s not more eAten­
five to the hufband than the \vife; and tllerefore if a man 
i~ married to one of tane ftlperior to his O\Vf., he may 
draw gradually nearer to her, though {he defccnd very lit­
tl~~ I think I can recolle8: more inUances than one of a 
man in buJinefs married at firfi to his equal, and, on a 
fecond marria.~e, to one of higher breeding, when not 
onl}9 tl1~ houfe an(l family, but the man 11ilnfelf, was 
tpedily in a very diff~ent UyIe. I can alfo recolh:Cl: in­
i1ances in u·hich married perfons rore together to an opu­
lent enate from almoll nothing, and the man im proved 
c:)nfiJel~bly in politenefs. or fitnefs for pub1ic life, but 
the woman not at all. The old goffips and the old con­
verfation continuetl to.tlle ver\r9 Jafi. It is not even , 
without example, that a plain woman, raife:l by the fuc-
cefs of her hufband, becomes impatient of the fociety 
fOiced upon her, takes refuge in the kitchen. and fpends. 

· nlofi of her a~reeab)e hours \\ritIl her fervants, from \vhom, 
indeed, Ihe differs nothing but in name. A certain Jlt:don 
in a tr;tding city in Gre3.t-Britaian, from being merely a 



mteh:mic, turnt:d dnI~r, and in a courfe of years acqui. 
red an immenie fortune. lIe h3d a flrong dc:fire that his 
family fhouJd make a figure,. and fpared au e~~nce in 
purcha6:1g velvets. fiik~ laces, &c.. but at l~ he found 
that it was loll 14lbor) and (,',! V~r:' truly, t~at all the mo­
ney in Great.Britain would not make his wile and his 
daughters I .. :dics. 

2. "Teen a \\·oman m~rries h!lo\v htr rm~, I t.ltink it 
is, generaUy fpeaking,. upon better nlOlive!: than when a. 
man marries below his, alld therefore no ,,"ol\(~er that it 
fhould be attended ,,-ith greater CODlfort. I find it affert~ 
in feveral pap-ers of the Spett3tor,. and I think it mull be 
admitted by eV4!ry implrtiaJ obferver, that women are not 
balf fo much g")vem~, in t!leir love attachments, by 
beauty, or outwar,·l form, as Blen. A man of a \"ery mem 
figure, if he has ~r~y talents, joinetl to a to)er~ble power of 
fpeech, will often 11l3ke hin) acceptable to a very lovely 
","\lman. It is alfo gelleraJJy thought that a ,,·oman rates I 
man pretty much acconling to the efteem he is hel(} in OJ 
his own fex: if this is the cafe~ it is to be prelumed that 
when a man fucc~Js in his addrdfes to a lady of higbtr 
breeding tIlan his own, he is not altogether ,"oid of merit, 
and therefore \ViII not in the iffuc; difgr3.ce her choic~.­
This ,\-iiI be confirmed lly reflefi:ng that many fuch mar· 
riages mull be \\"ith perfons of the learned proteftions, it is 
paft a (loubt that literature re6ne~ :li well as eniarges the 
nlind, atld generally rentiers a nlan cap:tble of appearing 
viith tolerable lli~nity, \vhatever have been the place or eir­
ctlnl!latlCes of his birtll. It is eafv to fee that the revcrfe 

..# 

of eJI this muft hapllen upon the other fuppofition : '\Then 
a mall marries belo\v his rank., the very heft motive to 
which it Cit:l b:! attributed, is an adnliration of her beaut}-.. 
Good fenre, and other more valuab1e qualities are not eafi 
]y f~en under the difguife of Jow breeding, and when they 
~re teen, ll~ve feldonl jufiice dorie them. No\v as beauty 
is olucll Illore falling tll~n life, all(l faues fooiler in a huf. 
band's eye than any other, in a little time nothing wiil 
remain but \vhat tends to create ulleafineis and (lifgull. 

3· 1'he poffeflion of the graces, or tane and elegance cf 
lnanncrs, is a much.nlorc important part of a fem~le thaa 
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a ma!e ~~arlaer. Natllre has given a roue11 greater de­
gree of bc:auty and fweetnefs to the outward form of wo­
men th:tn of Olen, anti has b}" that means pointed out 
'lherein their te\-era} exce))ellcies fhould confin. From 
this. in conjunfiion with tl:e former obfervation, it is rna .. 
nife!i, that the man who finds in his wife a remarkable 
ddefi in point of politenefs, or the art of pleating, will be 
much more difappointed than the "-Olnan \vho finds a like 
d~'ca in her hufband. l\:l:iny do n~t form any expeCla­
tif)n of re6nem~nt in ttieir hufbands, even before marri­
age: not a lew, if I am not much millaken, are rather 
pleifed than otherwife .. to think that any who enters the 
hOllfe, perceives the (liffc:rence bet\\-een the elegance of the 
wiie, and the plainnefs, not to fay the auk\vardnefs of tl:e 
hufhlnd. I have obferved this, even do\yn to the loweil: 
rank. ~-\ trade&-nan or country farmer's wife "rill fome­
times abufc and fcold her hufband for want of order cr 
deanlinefs, and there is no mark of in~"ar(l Inalice or ill­
humor in that rco:tiing, becaufe fhe is fenfibJe it is her pre .. 
per province to be accurate in that matter. I think aIfo, 
that the hufband in rueh caies is often gratified infiead of 
being offended, becaufe it pleafes him to think that he has 
a wife that does juft: as file ought to do. But take the 
.hing the other way, and there is no rank cf life, from the 
prince to the pea£lnt, in which the hufbaod can take plea­
fUTe ill a \\-ire more aukwar(l or Dl0re flovenlj'" than hinl­
f~l( 

To flim up the whole, if fome conforlility or fimilarity 
cf lnatlners is of the \ltnlofi confequence to matrimonial 
comfort-if tafie and e1eg~nce are of more confequence 
to the wife than the hllfband, according to their 1iation: 
-In(l,, if it is more difficllit for her to acqllire it afler mar­
riage, if (}le <loes Ilot pcfft:fs it before-l humbl}~ cunceive 
I have fuJly fupported my propofition, that there is a mticb 
greater rifk in a man's marrying below hi~ fiaticn, than 
l womln's defcending from her's. 
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LETTER III. 

I HAVE not yet done wjt~ the maxims on matriml}nial 
happinc!fs; therefore obferve, 

4. That :It is not by far of fo much confeqtlence, wbat 
are the talellts, temper, turn of 111ind, character, or cir .. 
cumfiances of botll or either of tIle parties, as that there 
be a certaill fuitablenefs or correfpondence of tllofe of the 
one to tl10fe of the other. 

rj'!1oft! ellay \\'riters, \\,ho have tal{en human nature and 
life as their ~!reat general fubjeCtJ have man}' remarks on 
tIle caufes of infelicity in the. nlarriage union, as \vell as 
many beautiful and firiking pietures of what would be juft, 
generous, prudent, and dlltiful conduCt, or their contraries. 
in particular circumflances. Great pains have been taken 
alfo to point out what cught to be the moti\1es of choice 
'to both parties, if they e:i:peCt happinefs. \Vithout en. 
tering into a. full detail'of what has been faid upon this 
fubjeCt, I think the two cl.lief competitors fer preference, 
11ave generally been-good nature and good fenfe. The 
advocates for the firfi fay, that as the harJpinefs of married 
people lnufl: arire from a continual illterchange of kind 
offices, allli from a number of frnall circumfiances, tIl at 
occur ever}7 hour, a gentle and eafy difpofition--a temper 
tl1at is 11apI)Y in itfelf-mull be the caufe of happinefs to 
a110ther. rrb:e a.dvocates for good renfe fay, that the fweet­
nefs of gooLl nature is onlY for the hOl1ey-010on; that it 
will either clla11ge its llature, and becoille four by long­
fianding, or l)e"come wholly infi·picl; fo tI1at if it do not 
gellerate hatre{l, it ''Iill at lean incur indifference or con;. 
tempt; whereas good fenfe is a fierling quality, which 
cannot fail to produce and pre!erve efieem-the true foun. 
dation of ratic)oallove. 

If I may, as I believe roofi people do, take the pre. 
vailing fc::ntiments within the compafs of my own read. 
ing and converfation, for the general opinion, I think it 
is in favour of good fenre. And if \\'e muil determine 
bet\veen tlleG: t\VO, antI decide \vhich of them is of th~ 
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moft impomnce when r~parated frooa the other, I haY!: 
very little to lay againft the publ:~ jut!hrment• But in 
this, as in nlany otller caf:s, it IS oniy Jmperfct\ and ~. 
nerl), and often ill undc:rnood and &Ir.:ly applied. There 
is hanlly a more noted (.lying than t!llt a man of reofe 
will never ufe a woman ill, wh:ch is true or £lIfe accord. 
ing to the meaning that is put upc1\l the phrafe, using a 
'Wo1lUl1J ill. If it be Incant, that !le will not fo prolubly 
beat his ,\~;fe, ~s 'l fool; tha! llC will not fcold or curfe 
her, or treat her with iil mal1ners before complOY, or in­
deed that he ,,,ill not fo probably keep a continual wrang­
ling, eiih~r in public or priv~te, I admit that it is true. 
Good fenre is the beft fc:curity againft indecorums of every 
kind. But if it be Dleant, that a man will not make his 
wife in any cafe truly mifer-clble, I utterly deny it. 00 
the contrary, there are many inftances in \vhich nlen 
make ufe of their fenfe iticlt~ their judgment, penetration.­
and know ledge of human life, to make their wives more 
exquifitely unhappy, \Vhat lhall we f.yof thofe, who 
can fling them with refl~aions Co artfully guarded that it 
is impoffible not to feel them, and yet ahnolt as impofJiblc 
with propriety hl complain of them ? 

) lnun alfo obferve, th3t a high degi ee of delicacy ill 
fentinient, although this is the prevailing ingredient when 
men attempt to paint refined felicity in the married flate, 
is one of the moll dangerous qualities that can be men~ 
boned. It is like certain medicin~s that are powerful in 
their oper!ltion, but at the fame time r~uire the utmo.'l 
caution and prudence, as to the time and manner i)f thc:ir 
being applied.-A man or \Voman of extreme delicacy is 
a deligbdul com pan ion for a Yifit or a day. But there 
are tnany charaCters which ( \\·Ollld greatly prefer in a 
partnet, or a child, or other near relation, in whore per. 
manent happinefs I felt myfelf deepl)· concerned. I hope 
DO-body will think me fo downifh as to exclude fentiment 
altogether. I have declared my opinion upon this fub. 
jetl:, and alfo my defire that the woman fhould be the more 
refined of the two. But I adhere to it, that carrying this 
matter to an extreme: is of the moll dangerous conle- I 

quence. Your high fentimentalifis iorm e~peaation$ 
VOL. IV. Z 
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" .. hich it is impoffible to gratify. 1'he g~llantry of Court. 
filip, and the bicllseallcc of general converlation in the 
lIeoIJ monde, fc:em to promife what lh~ downright rc;alily 
flf matrimony callnot atforil. 

I will here relate a cafe tllat fell \vitllin my obfervation. 
A perron of noble birth had been lome years married to 
a merchant~s daughter of immenfe fortune, by which his 
eftate hac} been iaved from ruin. Her educatioll had been 
as good as money could make it, from her infancy: fo 
that the knew every mode of high life as well as he. I'hey 
were upon a virat to a family of tqual rank, intimately 
cOlllletled with the author of this leltc!r. rl'he manner 
of the man was dillinguilhed and exemplary. His be. 
havior to his lady was with the moll: perfect delicacy. He 
fpoke to her as often as to any otller, and treat~d 11er not 
only with the fame c()mplacency, but with the lame de. 
cency and referve, that he did otller ladies. F"l .... o this he 
added the mon tender folicitude about her not taking cold:­
about her place in the chamber, and her covering when 
going abroad, &c. &.c. After their departure, the whole. 
family they had . left excepting one, were two ~r three 
days expatiating on the beauty of his behavior. One lady 
in particuiar laid at laft, "Oh! ho\v bappy a married 

· woman have I feen." The fingle di1f~nter, who was an. 
elderly woman, then faid, "Well; you may be right; 
but I am of a different opiniun, I do not like fo perfea 
and finifhed a cerelnonial bet\\reen perfons who have been 
Jllarried five or fix years at leafi. I obfervcd that he did 
everything that !le.oughlto have done,and likewife that file. 
received his civilities with much dignity and good man~ 
ners, l)ut \vitIl great gravity. I would rather have feen. 
him lefs punCtual and her more cheerful. If, therefore;, 
that 1ady is as happy in her heart, as you fuppofe I am 
mifiaken; that is all. But. if I wer~ to make a bet upon 
it, I would bet as much up ,.the tradefman ann his wife, 
a~cording to the common defcriptiOll., walking to church, 
the one three or four yards belore the other, and never 
looki11g back." 'N11at did till1~ llifcover? 1'hat noble­
~~n and his lady parted witbin two years, and never reo: 
Ulllted. -
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Let me now efiablifh my maxim, that it is not the fine 
qualites of both or either party that will infure happinefs, 
but that the one he fuitable to the other. By their being 
fuitable, is 110t to ~ ul)~ierfiood their being botil of the! 
fame turn; but tllar tIle defe8s of the one be fUI)p~ied or 
fubmitte<.l to by fome correfporlderlt quality of tile otller. 
I think I Ilave feen many lllfiallc(:s, in 'Vllich gravity, re­
verity, and even morofenefs in a hu{hand, where there has 
been virtue at bottom, has been 10 te.npered wit)} meek­
nefs, gentleneis all(1 COntl11iallc.:e ir) tIle wift:, as has pro­
duce(l real and JaIling comfort to both. I have alfo ften 
fome inflances~ ill \vhich fournefs, and want of iemale fof!­
ners in a \\"Olnan, has been fo happily compenfatetl by ea· 
liners and gnod humo'r in a 11ufband, tllat no appearance 
of lvrangling or hatred was to l'le feen in a who!c life. I 
have feen multitudes of infiances, in \\,hich vulgarity, and 
even liberal freedom, not far from brutality in a Ilufband. 
has been borne with perfeCt patieIlce alld ferenit}y by a 
wife, \vho, by long ~ufiom, had become, as it \vere, infen .. 
fibie of the ilnpropriety, and yet never inattentive to her 
own behavior. 

As a farther iIluf1:ration, I will relate t\\'O or three cafes 
from real life, which have appeared to me the mon finguI~ 
in my experience. 1 {pent fome time, many years ago, 
in the neighborhcod of, and frequent intercourfe with, 
a hufband and his \vife in the follo\\1ing ftate. She \vas 
not hanlifome, and at tIle . fame time \vas valetudinary, 
fretful and iJeevifh- confiantly talking of her ailments, 
dilfatiiified with every thing about her, and, what appeared 
mafi fllrprifing, file ventecl thefe complaints nlofi whellller 
hufband \vas prefent. He, on tIle other 11atld, was moll: 
affectionate and fympathifing, confiantly upon tl1e watch 
for any tiling that coulel gratify her clefirt::s, or al1e\~iate her 
diilre!fts. The appearance for a while furprized me, and 
I thougllt lle leet the life of a Have. But at Jaft I du­
(xqered that there ar~ two \\'ays of complaining, not fud. 
del11}? (liflin~uifhable to conlmOll obfervers: Tile one is 
aTi expreffion of confidence, and the ather of difcontente 
\Vhen a woman opeo~ all her complaints to her hu1band. 
in full confidence that he will fympathize with her, arad 
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feeking the relief which fuch fy~pathy affords, taking Clre 
to keep to the proportion which experience hath taught her 
will nQt be difagreeable to him, it frequently incre~es in. 
fleaQ of extinguifhing denion. 

Take anotber cafe as fo] !O\vs: Syrifca was a young "lO. 

lIlan the reverfe of beauty. She got her living in a tra. 
ding city, by keeping a {mall ihop. not of the miUinary 
Jcilld, which is nearly alliecl to elegance and high life, bilt 
~f common grocery goods, fo that the poor were her chief 
cllfiomers. 
. By, the death of a brother in the Eafi.l ndies, fhe came 
fuddenly an4 unex pe8edly to a fortune of many thoufand 
roun~s. The moment thi,s was known, a knight's lady 
~~ th~ ~eigpborhoo<\ (leftined Syrifca as a prize for Horatio, 
l1er own brother, of the military profeffion, on h~f pay, 
~nd rather p~fl the middle of life. For this pnrpofe lhe 
lnade her a vifit, ~arrie<.l her to her houfe, affifled, no doubt, 
~n bringing home and properly fecuring her fortune; and 
~n as fhort a tim~ as could \\lell be expeae~, cQmp!eted her 
l'urpGf~- They 'lived together on an efiate in the country, 
often vifited by the great relations of the hlifband. Syri~ 
~a was good natured and talkati\)e, and th~refor~ often 

\ l:>etray~(l tl1e meanl1ef~ of her birth and education, btlt wu 
~lot fellfible of it. Goud-will ftipplied the place of good 
breeding with her, and {he di~ not kno\v the dlfference~ 
~oratiQ had gellerofity ~nd good fen fe, trcat~d her wit~ 
tl1e' greaten ~endernefs, and ~aving a grea~ fund of face­
tioufnef~ and good humor~ acquired a happy talent of gi~ 
viog a lively or fprightly turn to every thing faid by hi~ 
wife, Qr qiverting the attention of the company to ether. 
fubjeas~ The reader will probably fay" he t90k the way 
that \vas pointed out b}' reaion and \'la~ nlofi: conduci\t·e to 
~is own comfort.· I fay fo too; but at the fame time af. 
~rnl, that ther~ are lnultitlldes \\'ho ,-o.u~d n9t, 9r v.'Quld 
pot have followeq his exan~ple. 

J gi~e one piec~ of hinory m()re, but with Come fear, 
tha~ ~ic~ readers ~ill qe offen~ed, and call i~ C\ caricature. 
~owever, let it go~ Agre~is w.~s a gentlema~ of an an· 
fient family, but the efiate was almofi go·ne; little more 

;f i~ r~m~~ ~gt W~~~ ~e f~fQl~4 {lit~lelf" ~nq ~n.<lec;d 
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his habitation did not differ from that of a fa: filet t but bt 
having an old tower and battlements.. He had either fe­

ceivoo no education, or bad been incapable of profiting 
by i~ for he was tbe moft illiterate perion I ever knew. 
who kept any company. His ·converfation did not rife 
even to politics.. for he found fuch infuperable dit6culty iQ 
pronouncing the names of genen.l~ admir~l~ countries. 
and cities, conRantly occuning in the ne,,-rpapers, that be 
was obJigecl to gl'fe ihem up altogether. or ploughs, wag­
gons, cow~ and horf~ be knf!W as much as moll men : 
What related to thefe, ,,"ith the prices of grain, and the 
news of births and marmges in the parifh and neighbor­
hood, completed the circle of his converf;llion. 

About the age of forty he manied Lenia. a young wo­
mm of a family equal to him in rank, but romewhat fupe­
rior in wealth. She knew a little more of tbe ftrain of 
&fhionable converfation, and not a whit more of any thing 
elfe.. She was a fbnem in het perfon, L1ld of conkquenco 
there \\"as neitbc:r c!eanlinefs nor order in the family. 
They had many children; fh~ bore him twins twice a 
clrcumftance of which be was very proud, and fmJuentl, 
bile<! of it in a Olanner not over ~licate to tho~ who 
had nOl been fo _ fortunate in that particular. They were 
both good natured and hnfpitable; if a ftRDger cI.me be 
was made heattily welcome, though fometimes a little in. 
c~mmoded by an uproar among the children and the dogs. 
when firi~ing about the fire in a cold day; the noire ~-as, 
however, little lefs diffonant Ih~1 the clamors of Agreftis 
himfelf, when rebuking the one, (lr chaftening the other. 
Gut of com pb.i fance to his guefls. The couple Jived many 
years in the moll perfed amity by their being perfeCtly 
euitable the one to the other, and I am confident not a wo­
man etlvied the wife, nor a man the hu1band, while the 
union laRed. 

It is very cafy to fee from thefe exam?les, the vall im­
portance of the te~nper and manner of l~Je one, being truly 
euitable to thofe of the other. If I had not giv~n hifiories 
enough already, I could mention forne in which each 
party I thillk could ha\·e made fome other nlan or woman 
~rfc;aly happy, and yet they never ~ould arrive at ~p-

. - -



pinefs, or indeed be at relce with one 3noth~r. Cerb~ 
If, therefore, this fhouid be an ohjed: p:trticuJlriy ~t~end. 
ed to in courtOlips, or whil: rnan-ilge is on the t .. :pis~ ~ 
politicians fay. 

If I look Oilt for; wife, , Oll~ht to confi~ler, not \'Vh~!~ 
a lady has fine qualities (or which fhe ought to l":: efic:~mcl 
cr admired .. or \~"hether fhe has ruch a d~portln~nt IS I 
will take p:!rticular ddisht in .. 3nd fuch a talle as gives ~. 
fon to think fhe \vill take de!ight in me; I m,l~· pitch ~ 
11igh, as well as too 10\\\ and the itTae may be cq~uny un­
fortunate~ Perhap~ I fhall be told there li~s tIle gmt 
difficult}·. Ho\v filall \ve nlake this difco\-ery? In time 
of youth and courtfhip, there is fo much fiudied:lttm. 
tion to pleafe, froln interefte{l vie\\9s, and fo much reftr~int 
from fathion and the obfer\'ation of others, that it is hw 
to judge hOlY tlley ,viii turn out afterwar()s, 

This I· conf~fs to be a con~iderab)e difficulty, and at the .. 
fame time greateR upon the man's fide. The m~n being 
generally the eldefi, his chara~er, temper and habits WI 
be more certainly known, ........ 'Vhereas there are fOlneiin~ 
great dirappointments on the other fide, and that happily 
both ways. lam. able jllft now to recoJletl: one or t\\" 
inftances of giddy and foolifii.. nay .. of idle, Jazy .. dro..r, 
girls, \VllO, after nlarriage, felt thenlfe},'es intereflecl, and 
became as fl)iriteJ ancl atlil~e heads of families, as lny 
\vhatever, ancl alto fome of the moil elegant an,) exem­
plary1,. \vho, after lnarriage, fell illto a languid tlllpidity, 
and contraaed habits of tl1(~ moll ocliollS al)(l dif~tl!!ful 
kiIld. Tlleft! itlfiances, however are rare, ancl1hofe who 
will take the pairls to examine, may in gel1er~1 obtain fl. 
tisfaCtioll. I t i~; alfo proper to obfer\7e, that if a Inatl finds 
it difficult to judge of the temper and charaaer of a wo­
mall-; he has a great aclvantagt' on his fide, that the right 
fir feleCtion belongs to him. He may alk any woman he 
pleafes, after the moll: mature deliberation, and need afk 
no other; \vhereas a woman mllft Inake the ben choice 
fhe can, of thore only who do or probably will afk her. 
But ",ith thefe! reflections in OtIr \'iew, \\'113t fuall \\'e fay 
of the inconceivable folly of tbore, who, in time of C\)urte 

fhip, are every no\v and then taking things in high dud~ 
gcon, and fometimes very grea,t fubmimons are necdfary 



to m3ke up the bre.lch~s: If fuch perfons marry, and do 
oot 3g!tt.. fh.,11 we pity th~m: 1 think not. .Af~er the 
moli tercne ::ourt!hip.. there melj· poffibJy be a roug!1 
tnouih pa[-1~ throubh liie; but atter a courtfhip of 
ft~s, to t:!tped a mlrriJ.~~ of calm weather, is certain­
lv more L'l3n common ~refu'nptiol1; tJ:~refore they ought 
to tlke the c(mf~quences. 

On t!.e \\-hole, I tllillk tha! the calamities of the married 
nlt~ 3te ;enerilUy to be imputed to the perfons them­
fcIres in the follo\\"illg proportion :-"rhree.fourtlls to tae 
11110, 't>r \\-i.nt of care and judgm{"nt in the choice~ and 
~.ftlurth to the woman cn the ;'..lme icore2 Suppcfe a 
IIWl h;ld bought a farm, and after a )·ear or two, filould, 
i~~on\"eriatiD'l \\-it!l his neighbor, make heavy complaints 
how much he had be~n difappoillted, I imagine llis frien(l 
mi~t liy to him, did you not fee this land before y~u 
bought it: 0 y~s, I J:tw it often. L10 you not unde!­
f-mJ 1'oil$? I think I do tolerably.. DiL you not examine 
it .it-lt care? Not fo much as I flloultillave done; fland­
ing at a certain place, it looked admirably well; the ft-nces 
too ""~re new ~ and look~d exceedingi}~ neat; the lloufe 
h.l ~n jufi painted a fione colour, with pannelling; 
the u-inJo\\ts were large and elegant; but I negleCted en­
t~e:f to C!:<anline tile fufficiencv of the materials, or the 
uifpoiilioll of the apartments.. -There were in the month 
of April two bc!autiful fprings, but fince I have lived here 
they ha~e ~n dry every ,ear before the nliddle of June._ 
~ you not inquire of thore who had lived on the place 
d tbe permanency of the fprings? No, indeed, I omit­
ted it. H;tll you the ("II mealure you were promif~d ? Yes" 
Cftry acre.-'\-as the right complete and valid? Yes. 
yes, perlfdly good: no man in America can take it from 
~e. \\""ere you obliged to take it up in part of a bad debt? 
No, no:hing like it.. I took ruch a fancy for it all at once, 
that 1 pdlered the man from \\ eek to week to let me have 
it. "-by really then, ftlys his friend, I think you had 
better kt'ep y\lur complain:s to yourfelf.. Curfing and 
frttfu!neis will never turn nones into earth, or fand into 
l{'llrn; bt:t I (:-'ll aifure you, that frugality, indufiry. and 
~ood culture, w ill make a b3.d farm very tolerable and ~n 
IndilItrent one truly gooJ~ 
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ADDRESS 

TO THE 

..... 

I' T is unneceff.&ry to begin this addh rs by a iabored eti~ 
comiuf1\ 00 learning in general. or the importance G£ 

public feminaries for the inilruaion of youth. Their ufe 
ill e\'eT)" country; tlleir ncceffit}, in a new or rifing coun. 
try; and, p.nticu)arfy the influence of ~cience, in giving 
a proper direcriOIl auo fuil Jili\:(; :u indufiry or enterprize, 
m ind~(1 fo maniiefl, that they are either admitted by all; 
or the esceptions are fo lew as to be wholly unworthy of 
::~rd. 

In a mort ~ri\·3te view, the importance of education is 
little lefs ~·"ident. Ii rfomotes virtue and happinefs, as 
well as arts alld illul:flry. 0.& this, as on the former, it 
is unnecelLry to eniarge; only fuffer me to make a re­
mark, not quite fo commo~ that, if there is any jun com­
p2rifon on this fubjed, the children of perfons in the high­
er ~nks ('I' life, ano, efpeciaHy, of thofe who by their own 
aa.vity and diligence rife to opulenc~ have of aU others 
the greateR need of all early) prudent, and well.conduCted 
tduc&tion. The wealth to which they are born becomes 
often a dangerous temptation, and the Ration in which 
they enter upon li~ requires fuch duties» as thofe of the 

YOLo l\T. A a 
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· finell hlents can fcarcely be fuppofec1 capable or, nnlelJ 
they have ~en illlpro\red and cultivated with the utmoft 
care. Experient:e fhews the ufe of a liheral education in 
both there views. It is ~tnerany a prefervative from vices 
of a certain clafs, by giving eaiy accefs to more refined 
pleafures, anci infpiring the mind with an abhorrence of 
]O\Y riot. a11cl cont,~nlpt for brutal converfation. It is a1fo 
of acknowled)!td nc:cdlity to thofc: who do not wifh to live 
for thc:nlielves aJolle, but would appiy their talents to the 
fc;rvice of the public and the good of mankind. Education 
is therefore of e<}L\al importance in ordtr either to enjoy 
life with dignity alild elegance~ or em ploy it to the benefit 
of IOciety in offiCelt of power or truft. 

But leaviug thete general topics, or rather, taking it ior 
granted that every thing of this ki'ld is hj- inte)li~ent per­
fons, efpecia11y parents. both believed anti felt; J proceed 
to inform the pubJi c that it is illtenc)ed to folicit bellcfac. 
tions from the wealthy and ~eJlerOUSl itl behalfof a College 
of confiderable fiarlding, founfl:;c) at N .-\ss.\ U.H~LI .. i!l 
Princeton, New.Jerstry. In order to this it is ntcdfary 
for me~I. To fhc:"v the great adv,lnta~e it will be to tbe 
inhabitants of the 'Vefi.Indies. to h;l\'e it in d~eir po"er 
to 'fend their cllildrt-n to appro\~ed places of edt:cat!on on 
the continent of Arrlerica, infie!(1 of bt:illg oblige() to fend 
them overt for the very elements of fcience~ to South or 
Notth Britain. 2: To point O!lt the fituation and advan. 
tages of the Conege of New -Jerfey in particular. And as 
) was nevc~ a lover either of flofid (ljf~cJrre, or ofienta­
tious promifes, i fhall endccwnr tc handle thefe two points 
with all poftible fimplicity, and with that referve and de­
cency which are fo nec~nary, where comparifon in fome 
refpe8s canno~ be a\'oided. 

On the fi:-41 of there IlOillts, let it be obferved, 
That places of edllcation on the continent of America 

are much nearer to tile \V~fl .. ll1dies tllan thofe in Grtat­
Britain ;- and yet fufliciently diftant to remO\'e the temp­
tation of running home and lurking in idlenefs. This is 
• circumftance, which, other things bcin~ fuppofed equal, 
" by no means inconfiderable. Parents may hear much 
oftener from and of ".heir children, and may even vilit 



them, IS is known to have ~n the cafe: here, with no 
grelt lots of tl.n~ for btJbllef •• a'1 .. 1 to the adyanta~ 
of their own h~altn. ~rnc:y O11y alio m~h more fpeedi. 
), and c~rtaiuly be informed, whether they are profiting 
and have jullice d->pe them or not. aocl rcnlove or conti. 
nue rhem at pleafure. The diila#lce indeed i~ if I mit 
uke not~ wdl proportion~ ill all refprt~s. It is (uch as' 
to allo" of the lt~vClnt .. ~s jull now mentioned, and yet (0 
Fat .1$ to f"vor the hehi¥iour and inftrutlion of the: youth. 
I hive oblcrved ill the courfc: of lour years experience~ ~hat 
thorc: who came from the ~reatell dillance haYe, in Rene­
R), ~h.iveJ with moil regulilrity. B-:in~ remov~ fro,. 
their n:liltions, it becotnes neceIT,,? for them tc (upport 
a cbar"aer, as they 6.1d the'1lr.:lv~s treat~ by their com. 
panions- teachers. and ind~ aU Olher perfon" according 
to their behavior. This is fc tnlC:, t~~t if parents are 
eblipl t\) place their children out of t~ir own f~nlilies, 
an hundred mil~ difl;toce is better than tw~nty, and Co 
of every other proponion till we come to the hurtful ex· 
treme. 

Let it be further obferved, that the climate of tbe con· 
ti~nt of North.America is certainly much more healthy 
in itfeJ( alld probably alfo mere fuit~ to the conliitutions 
of thole who have been bom in the W cfl.Indics, than that 
of Great-Britain. H~alth is the foundation of every 

eo 

urthly bldJing~ and II folutcly n~ceil'ary both to the re-
ccivin~ inftruaion in you,~ .. and being able: in riper years 
to apply it to its proper ufc. Parental tendc:mefs will 
m~e every one feel the inlportance of this (0 his own 
children. And whether the obfervation itfelf is jun or 
not, I leave to be decided by tbe judgment of all wh() 
have h..oaen in both countries, and the information the)' 
will readily give to thore who have not. 

H.n-irag touched on thefe circumftances, let UI try to 
make t~le conlparifon a~ to the fubfiance of the education 
itfelf. HCie, I am fenfible it behoves me to write with 
the utmoil circumfpetlion to avoid giving offence .. and 
that to fome this will appear, at 6:on 6ght, altogether im. 
poflible. I am however not without the greateR hopes. 
that 1 JbaU be able Cully to prove the propofition I bay. 
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laid down, without giving any juft ~rQund of offence tq 
perlons of refle8ion and caudor. No man, can have i 
hightr olJinioll elf, and not Inany 1,ave a more thorougp 

. acqutlintance witn, the means of Education, at p:-efent, in 
Great. Britain, than the author of tl1is adclrefs, who was 
born in the neighbollrhood of Edinburgh, e(lucate(l. in it, 
and fpent the greatdl part of his after.life in conflant in .. 
tercourfe and great intilnacy with the members of the 
U'liverfity of Glafgo\\r. • He therefore fa):s it, both with 
.pleafure and gratitude, that any young gentleman, who is 
Itri8:ly iaber in his hehavior, anti \\ ho applies with fieadi. 
nels alld diligence, has all poffible advantages, particu. 
Jarly in North Britaill, \vitll \Vl1ich he is b.C!fl acquainted, 
for illlprovil1g hinlfci( in claffie literature, in ever}" branch 
of fciellce, all(l c:fpecially ill the jufily valued kllowJedge 
of the force al1cl prop.riet}' of tile Englifll language, and in 
true talle, including all thlt is llfually compTt!hended un • 
.<ler the general expr~ffion of the Belles Lettres. . Nay~ 
further, he admits and affirms, tbat any gentleman. of for. 
tune, who would give the Iaft and highefi polifh to the eda .. 
catio11 of a young n)~n of pr9mifing parts, WOllld do \vel~ 
to fc::nd him, after his principles are fixed, and \lis judg. 
ment a little rnatured~ fo.r a year or two, to fome of the 
Univerfit\es pf Great.Britain. llut notwithfianding thefe 
conceffions, if they may be fo called, it is hoped it will 
appear, that it wOlild be much D1o.re to. tpe advantage of 
tIle gentlemen of the 'Vefl-I11dies to give their children 
their gramn1ar· fchool alld college ~ducatio.11, at leafl to their 
fidl degree in the arts, in an American feminary, if con. 
duCted b.y pe~fons of ~l)ility all{) integrity, than to fer.d 
them to Great·Britain ; alldthat for t\\70 important rel­
fons; firn~ the better to fecure their infiruCtion, and fe. 
condly, for the prefervation pI' their Illorals. 

I. For ~he greater f~~urity of their infiruClion. The 
col1ege~ ~rl B.ritain 11ave l1Y n9 meallS that forcible motive 
that we hav~, not Qtlly to te~ch thofe who are willing to. 
Jearn, but to fee that every o,ne be obiigeu to fiudy~ and 
~al1ally learQ, in praportioll to his capqcity. T'hefe old 
fpundations have Hood fo many ages, have h~d their cha-
J~~~r (0, l(mg eftabUlbeQ, and are inde~d, f'Q well. j.llOWq. . .... ,c ., 
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fo be fined with men of the greaten ability, that th~y de 
not 10 much as feel any injury, in point of n:putation, 
from one or more coming out of colle~e almofl as ignorant 
;s they went in. The truth is, I do not think they ou~ht 
to lole any charaCter by it. Every one knows, that it is 
owing to the idlenefs or profliJ.!3cy of the boy, and not 
the infufficiency of the mailer. \\rhen the numbers of one 
clafs art: irom an hUlldred to an hundrccl 311d tJlirly, or 
perhaps more, and when they do not live in cone~, how 
is it pofIible the mafier ca!l keep them to their private fiu­
dies, or even with any cortainty diJcern whether they nu­
dy dili~c;ntly or not. A good profdfor is ~a6!y and free­
dill dininguilhed by his own performances, by the dleem, 

, JttachmC:llt, and progrefs of the diligent, but \Jer}~ little, If 
at all, hurt by the ignorance of the negligellt. I writ~ thefe 
L'lings to vafl numbers \\lho know thell) as \\·ell as I (io ; 
~nd I coul() eafiJy pr{)(~uce gentlemen in America, \\-flO 

have freely and generoufly confeffed themfeJves to be ~.m. 
happy proofs of their truth. Let not any body fay I rcf.c.ct 
upon the teachers for not ufing difcipli.1e to obli~c them to 
apply. 1"'he numbers are fo great, that to try and jud;c 
every negleCt, would take Illore lime than the}- ha\·e lor 
their whole work. Tc tllis m3Y be Z!ddtd~ tila: it n1lV 
very often happen that the perfons to whore charge bo}~s 
in early life are lent from the \~·efi .. lndies, either are n(lt 
themfdves judges, or, irom their fituation and i'uiinefs, 
have f~w opportunities \)f knowing whether they proht or 
Dot. 

On tIle other hand, the young fenlinari~s in America 
have their character confiantly at fiak~ for t~leir dlli)!(1~Ce9 
as one or t\VO untaught coming out froln us. affetls us in 
the mon fellfible manner. ~\s to the Coil~ge of X~,~·­
Jerfey in particular, we have ft."en the importance of this 
~n fo firodg a light, that whereCls before we h::d lUll!, "e.1riy, 
we now have quarterly examinatiolls, carrie(l on \'. it:. !i:e 
utmon firiClllefs, when all WllO are fOUllll (1:~ficie11t ~:c ~e. 
graded tQ the inferior dais. So impartially h~n:: ~bt:e 
trials been c~ndut.led. that nothing is more t.f:a; U!,~1: tor 
thofe who fufpeB: themfdvt:s, efpecially, ii th~lr i;. ba:c,ns 
Ir~ n~ar, tp pr~tend ficknefs and avoid the examination. 
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that they may afrerW3rds fall back witbout the difhonor or 
a I~ntcnce. Further, all the fcholars witll us, 35 fOOt) as 
they put on the gown, &re obligee' to lod~e in co)lege, and 
mull or neccffit), be in their chanlbc:r in fludy .. hours : nor is 
it in the le.dl d:fii~ult to difcover whether they a .,ply cue. 
fully or not. 1'hc: teachers alfo live in coHege, fo that they 
have every poffible advantal!e; not orly for affifling the 
diligell( but fli:nulaiio~ th~ Oothftli. 

\. 

1. The reCOOl) reafon for prerefring an A'llerican edu-
cation is, that their morals may be more dfct\uaJly pre. 
fe rv cd. This, by all virtuous arjll judit.ious p:ir~nts, will 
be held a point of the Ian confdjuen;:e. The deln~ 
they run of r.olltrafiing v;cious habits b~' bein2 rent to Bri. 
tain, has been often complained of, and therefore. I fup. 
pore, is matter of experience.. If fo, it will not be diffi. 
cult io affign the caufes of it, which may be rafely men. 
tioned, becaufe they carry no imptlt!ltion llJX'ri the fchooJl 
or i:oJ!eges to which they are fent. They ~enerdl1y are, 
and are always fuppofc:d to be, cf gr~at wealth. The very 
n~me of a \Ven-Indian .. has come ~o imply in it great opu­
lence. Now it is well known that, in an the great towns 
in Britain, a let of pro6i~te boys, and fometimes artful 
perf~ns farther ad"anced in life, attach themfeh-es to ruch 
as are wen fupplied with monqr, impofe upon their youth 
and 6mplicity .. ~ti~v then, in eve'}' i~lllar defire, and 
le&il them ~h into idlenefs and vice, There are alfo in 
every confiderable place in Great Britain, but efpecially 
the principal citie~ where the colleges are fixed, a connan! 
jucccflion and variety of intoxicating div~rfious, fueb as 
balls, COiacerts, play·s, races .. and (lthers. The~, what~ver 
may be: pleadal r~r lome of them in a certain meafure for 
thofe further advanced, every body mun acknowledge, are 
biS{hly pernicious to youth in the firft ftages cf their ~u. 
cation. 1'i)e temp,~,ion ~comes fo much the flron~ert 
and indet'(l almoll irrefiflibJe" "'hen an acquaintance with 
there things is conlidc:retl as f3fhioilallJc life, and nl!celr~'1 
to the accompJifhment or a man of breeding. Is it to be 
fuppofed that young perfons of ~at fortune, when they 
tan be immediate plrtal;~rs, will wait with patience for the 
proper tinlc when they may be permitted to view wida 
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caution (ueh r~enes of diffipation? On the eontrary it 
may be ex petted, that they will give into them with all 
the illlpetuofity and rafhnefs of youth; and, when their 
parents expe8 them to return well flored with c1affie lear. 
nin~ and philofophy. they may find them only wdl 4t­
quainted with the laws of. th~ turf or gaming.table, and 
expert ill the ufe of the relgnlng phrafes of thore hOllora. 
bIt: arts. 

'Vhat provifion is made for preferving and improving 
the morals of tile fcholars \vith us, I leave till I come to 

{peak of the conftitution and fituatiOl. of the College of 
Nc:w.Jc:rfey. But before I difmifs this part of the fubjet\: 
I mufi jun repeat, that the two reafons I have given againft 
I Britifh education do, and were inteAded only to con. 
dude: againfi fendi.l1g boys in early life. At that tim'! 
they are incapable of reaping the advantages chiefly to be 
valued in a Britifh edueation. Thefe are not only he.ta­
jog and being able to judge of the public performances of 
mel} of letters, in the pulpit, at the bar, anti in parliament; 
but being introd'.iC~.d to the acquaintance and enjoying 
the converfatior'. of men of eminence. This is a favor 
ll)at would not be granted to bo}~s, and if grantee} could be 
of no fervice, but contributes in the highefi degree to the 
ddight and infiru8:ioil of thofe of riper years. .Experi­
ence feems great1y to confirm this, for, as many boys 
baitge left fome of the bell fchooJs in Britain with li~tJe 
claffic knowledge, though fupported at great expenee, fo 
thofe who received their firft education in this country, 
and went home to finiOI it, have felliom returneel witIlout 
great and real inlprovemellt. 

In addition to thefe arguments in behalf of American 
colleges, drawn froni the illfiruc\'iotl and morals of the 
youth who are fent to them, I cannot help mentioning 
one other which rotll} have great .. weight in a vie,,' forne­
what dilfc:rent. Thefe colleges mull neceffarily, in time, 
produce a number of young Inen proper to undertake the 
office of private tutors in gentlemen's families. I'here 
are fome \\'ho prefer a private t. a public education at any 
flte, elllec~ny in the very firft nages, and fome nnd it 
Decc[ary, as not being able to fuppnrt the cxpence of 
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fending their children fo earl}~, and keepin~ th~m fo long 
frOll) Ilume. Now all who know the fittJation of things in 
Britain, muft be fenfible how difficult it is to J!ct young 
men of capacity or expeCl.ation, to leave their native coun­
try in order to und~rtake the infiruction of ~entlemen's 
children. In tl}lS office there is little prorfk8: of inc~afe 
of fortune, ~o balance the rifk of gOillg to a l1e\V and d.ln. 
gerous, or fuppolt:d dangerou~" climate. But thole who 
are LlOr)} al1U educated in _I\lllt:rica \\-ill Ilot only ir:creafe 
the nunlb~r of fUC~l tt:acht!r!;, bllt they will have no fllth 
hidt:ou~ apprehenfions of ~oin~ to any part of the conti. 
nent or iflal)ds. \\rhatev~r is dOlle, therefore, to rairo 
and (upport I>roller fenlinarit:s in Alnerica, will; in time. 
be to~lowed by this great and general bc:ne6t, which I 
have been aifuft:d is very much needed in many Or m0l1 
of the 'Vell-lll(lia iflands. 

I win now proceed to fpeak a little of the Conftitutiod 
and Advalltag<=s of the College of New-Jerfey in pam. 
cular. 

About tlventy -four years ago, feveral gentlemen and 
minifi~rs in tbi~ province, h}" the friendfllip and patronage 
of Jonathan Belcher, Eli]. then Go\rernor; obtained I 

very anlple royal charter .. incorporating them under the 
title ofTruJlees of the College of New-Jerfey; and giving 
tllem the falne privile~es and rowers ttiat are given to the 
, two Eng1ifh U niverfities, or any Df.her U niverfity or 
'College in Great-Britain.' They, although on1y pof.; 
{effed of a naked charter, without any public encourage­
~ent, immediately began the inflruCtio'll; and very foon 
after~ by their own aCtivity and zeal, and the benevolence 
of others who had the hiRhetl opinion of their integrity, 
raifed a noble building, caned Nalfau-Ifall, at princeton; 
New-Jerfey. This they chofe to do, though it wafted 
their capital~ as t!leir great intention \\'as to make effec 
tllal provifioll, not olll.v for tile careful infiruCl.ion, but 
tor the regular ~overnment of the youth. There all thd 
fcholars are lodi!ed, and aHa boarded, t::xcepc when they 
have exprefs licenCe to board out, in the' prefident'! houfc 
or elfe\vhe~:e. 



Tht re~ul.r courre of infinl6,on is i~ fnur clafTe~ e~ • 
.aly after the m:.nncr .. ~'l\' ~.rin~ th«- nam~s of the dan: 
cs in the Ea~lifh univerfiti~s; F rdhman .. Soph"more. Ju­
hior and S:niot. In the tirtl y~ar, they read Lttin Ind 
Grec~ with the R!>man 3nd Greci~"l .ntiquiti~s. and rhe­
toric. In the fttontl conlinuin~ t~ fludv of'the lanj.!ua~es, 

. . 
they learn a complete fyaem of $!~phYl with the ufe of 
the gl~s. the lira priociples of philofophy. an~1 the de­
ments of mathem~tical knoy.·I~C!~. TIle third, tt19tl~h 
the langua~s are not whol)~1t omilktJ~ is chiefly etl,pJt)~·ed 
in mathematics and natural Philofophy. Anti the '~tlior 
year is employed in read;!1g the hj~her d.,ffics. proceeding 
in the mathematics and n3.tur~1 phi Ic) fophy , and going 
through a courfe of moral philofophy. In ad:lition to 
there, the Prefi dent gives )eftures to the juniors and fc:ni­
ors, which confequently every nud~ot hears twice over in 
IUs courfe, firn upon chronology and hiRory. and after­
wards upon cOlnpofition and criticifin. He has alro 
taught the French langtAage laft winter, and it v. ill conti. 
Doe to be taught to thofe who (l~lire to learn it. 

During the whole courfe of their ftudies, the three 
younger claffes,! two every evening formerly, and now 
th~, becaufe of their increafed number, pronounce an 
oration on a ftage ercCled for that pnrpof~ in the hall, im­
mediately after prayen; that they may learn, by. early 
habit, prcfence of mind and proper pronunc:iatio'l and 
gefture in public fpeaking. This excellent praaice, 
which has been kept up almoft from the firn foundat:on 
of the College, bas bad the moll admirable effcfls. Tho 
fenior fcholars, every five or fix weekc, pronounce oration. 
of their own compofilion, to which all perfons of any note 
in the neighborhood are invited or admitted. 

Tbe CoHe'le is now furnifhed with .n the mon impor­
tant helps to inftruaion. The library contains a very 
large collet-lion of valuable bOoks. The leilOns of aftro-
80my are given upon the orrery, lately invented a~d con­
ftruCled by David Rittenhoufe, ij"q. which is reckoned 
by the beft judges the mon excellent in its kind of any 
ever yet produced; and when· what is commiflioned ancl 
Dow upo~ Us way is adacd -to what tbI Collesc alread1 
V!JI.. Iv. B b · 



poffdres, the apparatus for mathematici and natorai ,a.t. 
lofophy will be equal, if not fuperior, to any on the COIla 

tinent. 
As we bay~ never yet been obJi~ to omit Gf alttt it 

for want of ft)lo)ars, there is a fixed annual Conlmerae:e­
ment on the Ian Wednefday of September, w~n, ~f'n I 
'Variety of public e~erc:ifes .. always attended by a vaR tOQ. 

courfe of the politeft company f1"om the diffcr~nt parts of 
this province and the cities of New-York and Philadel. 
phia, the ftudents wbofe fenior year is e!tpiring, are ad. 
mitted to the degree of Bachelors of Ans; the Bacbeloq 
of th!ee years Randing. to the degrees of 1\fatlers; and 
{ueh other biR;her dewees granted as are either regularl, 
claimed, or the Truftees think fit to beftow upon thole .,. 
bave difiinguifhed ~mfelves by their lilerary produtiiGDS; 
.r their appearances in j>ublic life. 

On the day preceding the Commencement Jail year, 
there was (and it will he continued every year hereafter) 
a public exhibition, and voluntary cOfJkntion for prize .. 
~pen for every member of College. Thefe were firl, 
lec~and third prizes, on each of the following fubjeas. 
2. Reading the Englifh langUage with propriety and 
Jtate; and befngableto anf.-era)) qudlions on its orthogra. 
phy and grammar. 1. Reading the Latin and Greek 
languages in the fame manner, with parti~ular attention 
to true quantity. 3. Speaking Latin. ... Latin verfions. 
s. Pronouncing Engliih orations. The prc:ference was 
determined by ballot, and aU prefent permitted to vote, 
who were graduates 'pf this or any other College. 

As to.the. govemmen~ of the ceUege, no cotrellion by . 
flrlpel. i. permitte<!~ ; .Such as cannot be governed b.'r rea· 
ton and the prinCipJes of honor and fhame, are r~ckoned 
unfit for'tefidence in a college. · The coUe&iate cenfures" 
arc, I. Private adm.onition by the prefidenr, profeffoT, or 
tutor. ~ .. Belote. th.c faculty~ 3. Before the whole claf • 

. ' to which the offender belongs. 4. And the IaR and high­
eft, before .aU the members of, college a1fembl~d in the 
ball. And, to preferve .th.e weight and dignity of there 
denfures. it has-been an e~abli1hed praCtice that the Jan 01~ 
highe4l cc¢.'urc, ~. ~ pUQlic ad'no~tjoll, lball ncv.cr be 



n:~ted Upon the fL'Ile perfon. If it haa been thoughC 
DCCetrary 10 in8itl it upon anyone. and if this does nOC 
piTterve bini floln falling into fuch grofs irregularities. 
fKond time, it is undc:rftood that expulfioD is immediate. 
J, fO follow. 
Throu~h the nanewnefs of the funda, the government 

and innrudi~ bas hitherto been carried on by a prefidc:nl 
and three tutMS. At Jail commencemen~ the truRetl 
chofe a profe[or of mathematics; and intend, as thei. 
mnds are raifed, to have a pater number of profeffor. 
fbips, and arry their plan t~ as great perfeCtion II pofIi. 
We. 

The above relates wbolly 1'0 what it properly the coI. 
lege; but there is alfo at the faole place, c:flablilhed under 
ibe particular direfiion and patronage of the pn:fldent, a 
pmmar fchool, where boys arc inilruacd in the Latin 
and Greek languages with the utmaR care, and on the 
plan of the moll approved teacher~ in Great-Britain. It 
is now fo large as to have two mallera for the languagel, 
and one for writing and arithmet~ j and u fome are rene 
witb a defign only to learn the Latin, Greek, and french 
languages, arithmetic, geography t and the praftical branch. 
es of the mathematics, withtllit going through a full col. 
lege ~ourfe, fuch fcholar~ arc permitted to attend the in. 
ftruB:ion of the cJa1fes in whatever coincides with their 
plan. I t is alfo now refolved, at the requctl of feveral 
gentlemen, to have al~ Eogli1h maHer after next vacation, 
(or teaching the Englitb language regularly and gramma. 
hcalIy, and for perfecting by Englifh exercifes thof. 
whore previous inftruaion lnay have been dcfeelive 01 
erroneous_ 

I have thus laid before the public a toncife account of 
the confiitution of the ea1lege of New·lerfey, and mult 
nowearnefily recommend it to the affiflance and patron. 
~ge of men of liberal and ingenuous minds. I am fenfi. 
ble that nothing i~ more difficult, than to write in "behalf 
of what the writer himfelf has fo great a part in condua. 

"ing, fo as neither to fail in doing juftice to the fubjet\, 
- Dar exceed in improper ot arrogant profdioo& And yet 

to employ othcr$ to write for us, who may have fome pre .. 



tence a!; inrlifferent ~rfcn~,. to embeHifh oor charaam, 
is hal'le: to hill greater fillpiclon. rrhe vcry ben Iccurity 
Oll~ call ~ive to the pu )11(' lor de-eeoc)· 3J1d truth~ is to 
write: Opelll)'" in l~~s 0\\ 1\ peltOll, ~I~at ht: Oli} be under a 
n(rt-ffi~ ,- to allj""~r for -t .. if it is li,tt,le to challcz')!e. -~ - rrhis is the method I have d~tt:rnlintd to 10110,,-; and 
that 1 .l.4lY licith~r Otl~ll(~ tile delicacy of m)1t triel1tls, n~ 
pro\'okc: tbe rtt~Jltnlt)lt ,)1 nl}' tnemics, 1 \\~i)) t:ndf:a\-or 
hUll)bly to rtl~ll)111C:lld this col1e~e to the at\Cllt;on and 
eliccnl of n'~ll ot pellet -ation &nd calldor, chicH)· [rom 
fUl:h ci"(;lJn,fiilllC~S as ha\ ~ little or no reJatioll to the per. 
fonal char •• tlcrs of ,hore n )\\'" enlp)o}:ed, hut are effential to 
its fituation and contiitulion, and thertfore mlltl be fup,­
potcd to have not only i ht: n~on 1X'~'t:rful, but the nlOi} 
lafiill~ tff~t.l. Th~ circu llfial1ces to which I \\ ot:ld in. 
treat the attention of im partial periollS, are the follow • 
• 
m~ . 

I. The con~ge of New. J~rf~y is altogether indepen. 
d~nt. It hath rt ccivt::d n(· favor from go\'c:mment but the 
chaner, by the particoJar fricndihip of a perron now de. 
cealed. It O\\CS nothing hut to the bendaClions of a pub­
lic 10 diBufi\'e tbat it cannot plcduce parti(ular dtptn. 
daH;e, or operate by parti;l} infhltnce. From this circum. 
fiance it mull be free from ttl:O great evils, and derive 
the: like nltmbc:r of foiid ad'vantages. There is no fear of 
bt:ing cbliged to chute t(al~·hers upon minHlt:rial reeom· 
Dlenoalion, or in c!Jrnpliam:e with the O\C:T· bearing weight 
of family interefi. Cn the contrary, the truHees are na· 
turally led, and in a manl1er f!)rctd to tOUI!d th~ir choice 
UpOli the:: t:haraBers ot the perions" and the hope of public 
approbation. At the fanle tinle t}1ofe cOllcerned ill the 
inUn..c.lion 3nd go\,c::rnmtnt of the: collq~e, are as far Te· 
rtaoved, as the ilate of hUlTlan nature will admit, from 
any. ttmptation to a ta~'ning, crinFl1)g ipirit, anti mean 
!ervility in the hope of court favor or promotion. 

In conftquence of thj~, it may naturally be expelled, 
and we find by ex perience that hitherto in faa the fpirit 
of libc::rty ha$ breathed high and {hong in all the members. 
1 would not be undtrfiocd to fay that a feminary of learn-
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ing C'Ogbt to enter deeply into political contention;· far 
lcfs would I l1leanly court favor by profeffillg nlyltlf &. 

viclent partifan in any prefent difputes. But furdy a 
col:iiitution which naturally ttne)s to produce a fpirit of 
liberty and independence, even though this fhould fome­
tiiDCS need to be reined ill by prudence and 11,oderatio~ 
is infinitely preferable to the de~td and vapid fiate of one 
whole veryexillence drpends upon the nod of thole in 
po."er.. Another great ad"vantage arifing from this is the 
obligation we are under to recommend ourfelvt!s, by dili. 
gence and fidelity. to the public. Having no panicular 
prop to lean to on one fide, we are obliged to Hand up­
right and firm by leaning equally on all. We are fo far 
from having our fund fo compie(e, as of itfdf to fupport 
the necefTary ex pence, that the greater part of our annual 
inconle arifes from the paynlents of the 1cholars, which 
we acknowledge with gratitude have been for thefe feve­
rai years continually increafing. 

II. This leads me to obferve, that it OUgl1t to be no 
inconfidtrabl\! recommendation of this college to thofe at 
a diflance, that it has the efteem and approbation of thofe 
who are neareft it and know it beft. The number of 
under graduates, or proper members of college, is near 
four times that of any college on the conti"~nt to the 
fouthward of New-England, and" probably greater than 
that of all the retl put together~ This we are at liberty to 
affirm has in nc degree arifen from pompous defcriptions, 
or repe~te(l r£conlmenoations in th\! public papers. We 
do not mean to blame the laudable attempts of olhers to 
do tnemfelves juflice. We have been often found fauit 
with, and perhaps are to blame for negletl in this parJ. 
(ular. It is only mentioned to give full force to the ar. 
gument juft now ufed, and the faa is certainly true. I 
do not remember that the name of the colll!ge of New. 
Jerfey has been above once or twice mentioned in die 
newfpapers for three years, except in a bare recital of the 
aas of the annual commentements. The prefent addrefa 
arifes from neceffity, not choice; for had not a more pri. 
vate appltcation been found impraCticable, the prefs ha4 
probably never been employed. 
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]11. It may not be amifs toobferve on this fubj«l" that 
the great utility of this feminary has been felt over an ex. 
tenfive country. Many of the clergy, ~pjfcopa! and pref. 
byterian. in the different colo'!:~s. received thei, educatioq 
here" whore exemplary behavior and other merit \l't: fuft"tt 
to fpeak for lhemlelves. We are aUo willing that the 
public fhould attend to the chara8ers .. nd appearance of 
thor~ gentlemen in the law and medical dt:partments, who 
.ere brought up at Nafi"au.Hall, and ~re notl in the citiel 
of New. York and Philadelphia, and in different pans 0( 
the continent or Hlands.. l'wo at Jeafi of the profeffors of 
the jaftly cel~brated Medical School )ately founded in 
YniladeJphia, and perhaps the greaten number of thtlt 
pupil~ received their innrud\~n here. \\T e are not 
afraid, but even wifh that our claim fhould he decided by 
the conduCt of thofe in &eneraJ who ha\Jre COlne out from 
liS, which is one of the motl c,",flciufive arJ.!ument~; for 
II tr« ;s b1OW11 hy ;1$ fruits. ]t is at the fame tiole an 
arpimeslt of the moft fair and generous killd; for it is left 
to be determined by mankind at their leifure; and if tho 
appeai be not in OUT filvtlr, it mull be un!peakab]y it'J~ 

• nous. 
N. The place where the coUege is built" iJ mon h*~ 

pily chofen for the health, the nudi~s and the morals G{ 
the: rcbolar$.. All there were patticularly att~nded to 
when the fpot was pitched upon. Princeton is on a rilin£ 
ground, from whence there is an eafy gradual defcent for 
many miles on ali quarters, except the north and north. 
weft, from whence It the diftance of one ITJi!e it is fbel· 
tered by a range of hills covered "'ith woods, It has a 
mon beautiful appearan~~, and in fad has been found n 
of the healthiefl place~ as it is fituated in the mid~.e ri 
Olle of the mofl healthful COlllltries, on the whole continent 
It is llpon the great pon roarl, almon e<jually diflant from 
New. York and Philadelphia, fo as to be a centre of intrl. 
ligenc~, and have an eafy conveyance of every thing nee 
ce[ary, and yet to be wholly free from the many tempta­
tions in every great tity, both to the neglea offiudy, and 
tht. pra8ice of vice. The truth is" it is to this happy eir-
tumllauce, fc wifely attended toby the firft tnUtcea, that 



we owe our being enabled to keep up the difcipJine of the 
college with fo great reguiarity and to little difficulty. \\·e 
do not willi to take any honor in this rcfpca to ourfelves. 
Doubtlefs the mailers of every college will do lkir beft in 
this refpetl. But it is not in the power of thofe w~o are 
jn great cities to keep the difcipline ,,-ith equal ftritlnefs, 
where boys have fo many telnptations to do evil, and can 
fo Q61y and effc:dually concetll it after it is done. 'Vith 
CSt tbey li\pe all in college, uooc:r the infpeaion of thc:ir 
mailers; and the village is to fmall that any irregularit1 
is immediately and certainly difc;overcd, L'ld therefore 
eafily correded. 

It has fOJllletim~s bappened, through rivalfhip or ma­
lice, that our difcipline ha~ been cenfured as too fe\'ere 
and rigorous. This r~pro~ch 1 always hear, not with pa­
tience only, but with plc:afute. In the mouth of an ad. 
,-erfary, it is a clear confeffion that the government is 
ftrifi Uld regll1ar. While we avail ourfclves of this, we 
)'rove that the accufation of opprdIive rigor is whoU, 
without foundation, from the flumber of fcholars, and the 
'infrequency of p'Jblic cenfures, but above all fronl the 
warm and almofl enthufiafiic attachment of thofe who 
have finilht~ their courfe. Could their efieem and friend. 
jhip be expeC\o.l in rett)m for an aufiere and rigorous 
confineillent, out of which the}? had efcaped as hirds out 
of the fllare of the fowler? \Ve admit that it is infup­
port&bl~ to the idle and profligate; for either they will not 
~ar \\~ith us, or \ve \\- ill not bear with theln; but from 
thofe who ha~e applied to their Hudies, and reached the 
honors of cQllege, we have!' almoft without exception, 
found the man fincere, ittive and ~ealous friendibip. 

V. This college was founded, 3\ld Ilath lleen conduCt. 
ed upon the moll catholic principles. The charter re. 
cites as one of its grounds, '~That every religious de no .• 
"mitlation nlay have free and equal libe. cy and advan. 
" tage \)f education in the raid college, any different fen. 
h timents in religion notwithilanding!' 'Accordingly 
there are now, and have been frOITl the: beginning, fcho­
lars of various denominations from the mojl difiant colo­
nies, l\$ well as \Veft-India iflandJ; a&t1 they mull ne .. 
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celfarily co,-,refs, that they never met with the lean uneaB. 
nefs or difrefpetl 011 this account. Our great advan,age 
em this fubj~a is the harmony of the hoard of trufiees, and 
the perfetl union in fentiment among all the tCllcherlt 
both with the truflces and \vith ont another. 011 this ac­
count, there is nc:ither irlclination nor occafion to rned. 
dle with any controverfy whatever. rfhe author of this 
addrefs cOllfeffes that he \\J"as l~ng accufionled to tile order 
and dignity of an efiablifhed church, but a church which 
hath no contempt or dc:tefiation of thofe whn are different .. 
ly organized. .And, as he hath ever ~n in that churcb 
an opporer of lordly domination and facerdotal tyranny, 
fo he is a pafJionate admirer of the equal and impartial 
fupport of ~very religious denomination which prevails in 
the northern colonies, and is perfea in Pennlyhlnia and 
the Jerfe}s, t{) the unfpeilkable advantage of thore happy 
and well con(lit~ted governlllents. 

With refpeC\: to the college of New-Jerfey, ~vel'}' quef. 
tion about forms of church ~overnment is fo entirely ex· 
eluded, that though I have feen one ret of fcholars begin 
and fillifil their courfe, if the}" know nothing nlC)re of reli. 
gious controverf}' than what they learned here, tIle}' have 
that fcience \vllolly to begin. This is altogether owing to 
the union of fentiment mentioned above: for, if you place 
as teachers in a college, perfons of reilUinant religious 
principles, they InuIt have l!lore \vifclom and felf-denial 
than ufually fall to the Jot of humanity, if the whole foci~ 
ety is not divided into parties, and marfhalled under 
names, if the changes are not fi"equent, and, when they 
take place they will be as well ~nown as any event that 
~an happen in fuch a fociety. 011 the contrary, there- is 
fo little occafion with lIS to canvafs this mat.ter at all, that, 
though no doubt accident mull difcover it as to the great­
eft number, yet fome have left the coilege, as to whom I 
am wholly uncertain at this hour to what clenolnination 
they belong. It has been and fhall be our care to ure eve· 
ry mean in our power to make them good men and good 
fcholars; and, if this is the t;dfe, I fhall hear of their fu­
ture charaaer and ufefulnefs with unfeigned fatisfa8ion, 
under every name by which a real proteftant can be di~~ 
,linguilhed. 



Having already e~perlenced the generolity of the pub­
lic in many parts of the conttn~nt of America, I cannot 
but hope that the gentlemen of the inands will not refufe 
their alullance, according to their abilities, in order to 
cirry this f~mina~ tc a far greater degree of perfetlion 
thaD any to which it has yet arrived. The expn:fs pur. 
pof~ to which the benefatlions now requefled will be ap­
plied, is the efiablifhment of new profdrorfhips, which 
will render the illflitution not only mi>re complete in it­
felf: but )~Is lllirthetlfotlle to thofe ,,·ho have undertaken 
the imllortallt trull. The whole branches of mathema­
tics and natural philofophy are now taught by one pi~fd: 
for; aud the prefidcnt is obliged to teach divinity and 
moral philoiopilY, u well as chronology, hifiory_ and .he. 
toric, befides the ftJP~rintendance and government of the: 
whole. The {hart lives of the former prefi<ients have 
bee::. by many attributed to their exc~ffive labors, which, 
it is hoped, \\'ill be an argument \\·ith the humane and 
generous to lend their help in promoting fo noble a defigo. 

I am, gentlemen, 
Your moll obedient, 

H!Jmble fervant, 
JOHN \VITHERSPOON. 

Ntl!sttll.Hall, . at Prin,~tor., 
NCiJJ-J:rsey, lrldrch :11, 177'1. 

Proper Forms of DONATIONS to the COLLEGE by W1Lt~ 

OF CRATTEtS PERSONAL. 

Item, I ./1. B, do hereby give and bequeath the fum 
of unto the TrUJle~s of the Co/lege of Net».Jtrsey, 
commonly call~d M!ssau.lla/l, the fame to be paid with. 
in months next after my deceafe; and to be ap­
plied to the uies and purpoies of the said Collegt. 

OF REAL EST A TES. 

I A. B. do gh'e and devile unto the Truf:lttS of tht 
Co//egc of New. J~rscy, commonly called MlSSou.Ha/l,. 
lind to their successors foreroer, all that cenain mc[uai~ 
~lld traa of lalld, 8tc. 

Vote IV. C c 
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AN 
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ON 

M o N E Y, • 

'As a medium tJj' commerce; 'With remarks on the ad. 
. vantages and disadvant~ges of paper admittcd into 

general circulation. 

JI ••• 

FROM every channel of pub!ic intelligence we learn, 
L~at there is a difpofition in many of the legiflatures 

of this country, to emit bills of credit by authority of 
government, and to make them in fome rneafure at leaR, 
or in fome cafes, a legal tender for debts already contraCt. 
ed. This is a matLer of great delicacy and danger. It 
has occafioned a controverfial difcuflion of the fubjeCl: in 
pam phIets and periodical publications. A few plaufible 
things, and but a fe\v that deferve that charatler, have 
been puhlifhed in defence of the meafure. Many fhrewd 
and fenfible things have been offered againfi it: but even 
thefe Iail have not ,been fo conneCled and fatisfying, as 
they might and ought to have been. Some of the pieces 
have been verbofe and declamatory, with many repeti. 
tions; others have been full of antithefes, quaint fayings, 
and witticifms, which have no great tendency to ~on. 



vince or perfuade; and fome have been min~led wi~ 
the local and party politics of particular flates. Per. 
haps thefe different ways of writing may be very proper 
for feveral claffes of readers, and have a good etfeEt; but 
there are certainly others \\,ho woul(l require a different 
treatment, becaufe their miftakes are owing not to de. 
ceitful intentions, but to erroneous judgment. This haa 
given me a firong defire to try what can be {lone upon 
the fubjeB: by difpaffionate reafoning. By this I mean. 
endeavoring to carry the matter back to its firft princi. 
pIes, to explain them in fo fimple a manner, as that the 
unlearned may underfiand them; an (1 then to deduco 
the pt'i&icaI (:opfequences wi~h the general theory full in . " View, 

It is impofible to reach my purpore, without raying 
tIla11Y things which in a feparate and detached manner 
kaye be~n. raid by cther~; but tbis 1l1ufi Ix: fOf-giv~1\. me i 
becaufe I 1Q~~n ~<> lay the whole fyfiem before tht: reader~ 
and every part in its proper order ~nd c~)(}n~x.jon~ Let 
us t~en beg1n by confidering what gave rife to mOlley, 
elnd what is its nature and ufe? If there were but one 
mar} ~PQn the eal1h, h~ WQ~ld be obliged to prepare a 
hut for his habitation, to dig roots fOf his fufienance, to 
provide ikins or fig-leaves for his covering, &c. in fhort, 
SO do every thing for himfelf. If but O(l~ or two Dlore 
were joined with him, it would foon be fo~nd tha~ cr~e of 
them would be more fkilful- in one fort 9f work, "a04 
;tnoth~r ~11 ~ qifferent; fa that common inte~fi wo~)d 
direC\ tQem, each to apply his indpfiry tQ what ~~ could 
~o belt and foonen; to communicat~ the f~rplus Qf what 
he ne~ded himfelf of that fort of wor~ ~o tlle other~J ancJ 

I receive of t~eir fuq~lus in return. This. directly p.oints 
out tQ us, tha~ a barter of comm09itie~, 9r r.omm~~ic_. 
lion of the fi·uits of induftry, is the firft principle, or ra. 
ther indeed confiitutes the effence of conllnerce. As foci. 
.... ~ 110 .. • 

ety increafes, the par~itio.n of employme~ts i~ g~·eatly di. 
verfifieq; but ftill the fruits of well direCted indufiry, or 
the things nece[ary ~nd ufefuI hI ~ife, ~re wha~ o~~ly cat:l 
Jle c~led wealth~ . 



In eRabliOling a muttJal exehange or there, the firft 
tbinn neceffary is 1\ ftandard of computation, or common 
mcarure, b}' which to efiimate the feveral co\nmodities 
that naybe oft'ered to fate, or may be defired by purchafers. 

. \\'ithout this it is eary to f~e that the barter of commo. 
ditie~: is liable to very great difficulties, and very great er· 
rors. This fiandard or conlnlon meafure mull be fome­
thing' that is well known to both parties, and of general 
or co'nmon ufe~ As the 6rfl e(fays in any thing are ge­
nerally rude and imperfeCl:; fo I- think it appears from 
the monuments of remote antiquity, that in the early ftagel 
af fociety, cattle were the firfl things made ufe of as a 
ftandard*.. But it would foon appear that this was a 
moft inaccurate meafure; becaufe one ox might be as 
good as twol from fize, fatnefs, Of other circumfianceL 
Therefore in place of this fucceeded meafures both of dry 
and liquid, that is, com, wine, and oil. The firft of thefe 
wa~ of aU others the moR proper flandard, becaufe unj. 
venaUy neceffary, and liable to little variation. Men, 
l1pon an average, would probably eat nearly the fame 
quantity in the mon dinant ages and countries. It teem. 
to ~e" that this circumnance of a fiandard of computa. 

- tion being neceffary in commerce" and the firft thing ne· 
ceJiary, has been in a great meafure overlooked by maR 
writers on money, or rather it has been confounded with 
the ftandard value of the fign, although effentially different 
from it:; and the equivocal nfe of the terms has occa­
!toned great confufioll. I rnufi however obferve, not only 
that this muft neceffarily be taken in, but that if we con. 
fine ourfelves to a fiandard of computation only, fome 
known commodity, as meafural grain, is better, and more 
intelligible and unalterable than any money whatever, 
that either has been or will be made. The great altera­
tion in the value of gold and filver is known to every per-

:t Servius TllllitlS, on~ of tIle Roman kings, is raid to haTe 
Ramped tome p:eces ,,-ith tIle figure of cattle ; an ox, or a 
fheep. This ,\"as as Dl\lCh as to fay, tl,is piece is of tIle ,-a)ue 

. of an ox or a iheep. Hence it is raid the Ronlan ,~orcl p~ctlnic. 
comes from IJCCUS, cattle. Others hal-e tllougllt it Vias from 
the ufe of leather for mont~· t quasi ptcudU111 coricJ. But the 
firft et~,molo~y feems to be the beft. See a fubfequent note. 
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fon who baa'but dipped into hiflory; and indeed is known 
to many, even by memory, in this country, fince its fidl 
{ett)ement-• 

Dut after a fiandard of computation had been agreed 
upon, in COOlmerce even of the moll moderate extent, 
fomething farther would be abfo)ute]y neceffary. Thp.~. 
tual and immediate b3rter of commodities could in a few 
infiances take place. A man might have the thing that I 
wanted to purchafe, but he might not need or defire what 

. J was willing to give for it. Another might want what 
I had to fp2re, but not have what I wanted to purchafe 
with it. Befides, bulky or perifhable commodities COllld 

not be carried about at an uncertainty, or with rafety. 
, Therefore, it became very early neceifary,that there fhould 

be fome fign or figns agreed uponj which :~lould rep'refent 
the ahfent commodities, or rather fhould reprefent the 
ftandard of computation, in a1l its divifions and multipIi. 
cations.. Thefe figns mull be ruch as could eafily be car. 
ried about, and therefore could be reaqily applied to every 
kind of tranfaaions~ which were conneCted with the 
commutation of property. 

Let us examine the nature and meaning of there figns 
more particularly. Th,ey are of the nature of a taUy, 
th"t is to fay, they are intended to mark and afcertain a 
faa. No\v the fact is, that the perfon who can thow thore 
1igns, having purchafed them by his goods or indufiry, is 
entitled to receive from fomebody, a certain valuet or to 

. . 

• There are t,YO eftates neal' one of the colleges in Scotland, 
which \\-ere originally taxed all equal nunlber of bolls of grain 
(a boll is about 6 bulhels) to tllat inftitution. In very ,·emote 
times, it pleafed the proprietor of one of the{e efiates, with 
confent of the college, to COllvert the paYlllcnt into money, 
according to the then current \'alue, Wllic.h was a groat or four 
pence frerling fer a boll. 4~t this prefent time~ the one ofthefe 

. farllls pays the i~\me nllDlber of bolls, tllat the other does of 
groats ; ,vhiell is abOtlt tllirty .. t,vo for one. l~here is alfo raid 
to be exining, an old leafe of a bllrrow acre llear a to'vn in 
Scotland, for ,vhich the tenant ""as to pay a 1.011 of whe.at, and 
a boll of barley, or if he did not brinr; the gl'ain between (~hrift· 
mars and (~undlemafs, the l)roprietor ,vas ~10t oblige(l to ac­
cept of it, b\lt Ile rouft pay a fllin Wllich is 110\V lO-12tllS of 
a penny nCl'lin~ for the bull of wheat) and 8·13th:a for the boll 
~b~* '. 
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• certain amount, which they fpeciry, of the flandard or 
COPlputation. They have always a refereli}Ce to the 
ftandard of com putation, and at laft, by that known re­
ference, the diflinClion between them and the flandard of 
computation is loft, and they become a fecondary flandard 
of comp:Jtation themfelves. Thus a piece is intended at 
firft to be of the vaiue of a me~fure of grain; but at Jail 
men come to make their bargain by the number of pieces 
inilead of the number of meafures.. ufing t~e fign for the 
thing lignified. Thus alfo, fometimes at lean, an ideal 
meafure, generated by the other two, comes to be the 
ftandard of computation; as in England, the pound fier .. 
ling is the lnoney unit, though there be no coin precifely 
correfponding to it. This is fufficient to ~xplain the re. 
lation of the fign to the fiandard of computation, and at 
laft, if I may fpeak fo, its confolidation with it. 

I have faid above, that th,e perron poffeffing the fign is 
entitled to receive a certain 'value from somebody. The 
reafon of this is, becaufe his debtor 5s not the fame in 
every nate of thing~. If we confider the fign as given 
frQm one individual to another, it is of the nature of a 
promiffory note, and is a coofeffion of having received fG 
much property. Probably there were often fuch figns or 
tokens given in the infancy of fociety; and it would then 
fignify, that if the fener were to come again, at a dillance . 
of time, and find the buyer in poffeffion of fuch goods as 
he wanted, hoe would be entitled to receive the amount of 
the fign or token that had been given him. But the con­
venience of ufiog figns is fo great, that it would immedi­
ately occafion their being made ufe of by general con. 
fent, exprefs or implied; and, at laft, the matter would 
be taken under the direction of the ruling part of the com­
munity. In both cafes, but efpecially in this Iaft, the fo­
dety becomes bound to the perfon who receives die fign! 
for his goods or indufiry, that they 1hall be to him of the 
value that they fpeeify. I will afterwards fllOW, that this 
Was oot the firft but the Ian fiep taken i~ the ure of figns, 
and give the reafons for it; but it is proper to mention i~ 
~ow, when we are confidering the nature and ufe of Signs 
m that fingle view, · 
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I..et it be ode!"Ved J-,ere'that as it was before laid, It .. 1I' 

aim at no more :han a ftandartl of computation. fome 
commodities are not only as good, hut bettet than any 
money, io if we cOllfine ourfelves to a fign oilly feparate 
from a fiandard, many things that might be named are 
not only as good, but far better than either the fiandard 
itfelf, or ",hat we call money, becaufe they are much 
Dlore eafily reckolled, tranfported and concealeds Thil 
appc:ars particularly from the fiate of figns in modern 
times, after fo much experience and inprovement has ta­
ken place. For if we can guard {ufficiently againft the 
dangers to which they 3J'e expofed, figns inconceivably 
facilitate commerce. We can put any value we: pleafe in 
an obligation written on a few im:hes of paper, and can 
fend it 9ver the world itfelf at very little expenfe, and 
conceal it fo eafil y that there fhall be no danger of its be. 
ing taken from us. 

But it muft have appeared, and did fpeedily appear. 
tbat all mere figns labor under an effential defeCt. They 
depend ultimately on the fait~ or cre<lit of the perfons 
ufing or anfwerable for them. Now, whether thefe be in. 
dividuals or the _multitude by g::neral cufiom and implied 
confent, or even the ruling part of the fodety, there is 
very great uncertainty. Therefore fomething farther is 
nece[ary to make a complete fymboI or medium of gene. 
ral commerce, and that is, a pledge or fiandard of value 
that may be a fecurity or equivalent for the thing given 
for it, and at all times be fufficient td purchafe a like value 
()f any thing that nlay he needed by him that holds it. 
An abient commodity well known, or even an idea well 
underllood, may be a ftandard of computation and com. 
mon meafure; .any thing i'.lmoft whatever may be a fignt 
though, fince the art of writing has been known, paper 
is .the beft, but both a~·e eIfentially defeCtive; there is want­
ing a value in the fign, that {hall give not only a promife 
or obligation, but aCtual poffeffion of property for pro .. 
perty. 

The mentioning ofthefe three diftinCl: ends to be ferved 
b}' the medium of cot:nmerce, and illuUrating them [epa. 
rate}}', was not to cORvey the itiea tha~t there were three 
Reps of this kind taken at a dillance of time· from each 



ather," or thl1! men nrll Ct)"'ltmb~tl II)n~ '0 cleal :" J!foft 
ba~ .. t~r; a!ld aflt[ l~iat illVCiltc:,(1 f: ::1"'9, antI w~r ~ f9fltt'nt 

wi~h then) fo.· atlot~lt=r perio( J; all{f at J,lfl, rert~:\~,l t}l~ 
phn, by getting figlt9 p()if~(f~d of real v.~f:l~. Oil the 
contrary, it was to ;ho'\' that .my thin~ ufed as a mt:(!i,Hll 
of llnivc!riaJ or general CO.·'ltl1~rce, mull l,e anle to ft.r\e 
all the three fore. mentin!lell purpofes; and t!lat if tht:re i~ 
any production of nature, or tabricat:on of art. thJt CJO 

unite the whole, at lean as far as they are capable of hClog 
united, this tnufl be the great defideratum. N{;\\' it haS 
been tOllnd ill exp~riellce, tllat the preciOllS metJls, tfp~­
cially t110ft: [10\\1 callc<1 by tllat nanle, gold' 3.11(1 filvtr, (I!) 

anl\ver all tIle three cn<.ls ill a great (Iegr~e. It CanliCJl I:! 
denied that they ha~'e tleell ufed for tl1is purpofe, in faCt, 
frOlll the earlief} tinJt:s, allel througll every nation ill the 
old world, and illdced alfo ill the new, with fuell excep, 
tion only as will cOl1firJn the princi pIes of the tI1t:or)'. If 
any m311 thinks that this has llapp~ned by acci<leI1t, or 
throllgh the whilti or caprice of mankilld, as one \vould 
fufpeCl fronl tIle language fomet.imes ufed in iptecll ~lld 
writing, he is greatly mifiaken. No effeCt of whi.ll or 
accillent .ever was fo uniform or fo lalling. Tile trritll is, 
that there nletals do poffefs in a great degree fuperior to 
every thing dfe; the qualities lleceffary for the purpofes 
mentiollecl above. 

This will appelr to any impartial perron wh~' will con. 
fidel', with a view to the preceding principles, what quali­
ties a m.edium of general commerce ought to po[cfs. It 
ought tben, to be (I.) valuable; (2.) rare; (3.) portable; 
(4·) divifible; . (5.) durable. 'Vhoevet will examine the' 
inatter with at~ention; mull perceive that anyone of thefe 
qualitit!s being wllolly or greatly wal1tin~, tIle f)'lterrl 
\vol,Iel be either elltirely ruine<l or reolarkd.bly illjured. 
Let us examine them feparately. . 

I, It nlufl be 'fJt1Iurthle; that is to fay, it mufl Ilave an 
intrillUC wo,eth in itlelf, in fubftal1ce di!tinCt frotl} ti1e (orill. 

By value or intrinfic worth here,· muii be unuerliood' .pre;; 
cifely the fame thing that gives to every other commoility 
~ts commercial value. Do you aa~ whit that is? I anfwei. 
Its being ~ither ftCCeffary or remal"''11b!y flft;'ful fQt tne'pui': 
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poCes or liCe in a focial flate, or at leaft fuppofed to be fo: 
and therefore the objea of hum&n ~efire. \Vithout this 
it could be no more than a bare fign; nor indeed fo urdu! 
in this view as many other figns. But we want fonlething 
that mull not be only a fiandard of computation, but a 
flandard cf value; and therefore capable of ht:ing a pledge 
and fecurity to the holder, tt)r the property that he has ex. 
changed for it. It is likely fome will fay, \Vhat is the in. 
trinfic value of gold and (dver? rrheyare not wealth; they 
are but the fign or reprefentative of commodities. Super. 
ficial pbjlofophers, and even fome men of good under. 
flanding not attending to the nature of :urrenc}·) have 
really {aid Co. What is; g01d, fay iome, the value is all 
in the fancy; you can neitller eat nor wear it; it wiU 
neither feed, clothe nor warm you. Gold, fay others, as 
to intrinfic value, is not fo good as iron" which can be ap­
plied to many more uft:ful purpofes. Thefe perfons havo 
not attended to the nature of commercial value, whicl} is 
in a compound ratio of'its ufe and fcarcen~fs. If iron 
were as rare as gold, it would probably be as valuable, per­
haps more fOe How many inftances _are there of things, 
which, though a certain proportion of them is not only 
valuable, but indifpenfibly nece{fary to life itfelf, yet which 
from their abundance Ilave no commercial \'alue at aiL 
Take far examples air and water. People do not bring 
thefe to market, becaufe-they are in fuperabundant plenty. 
But let any circumfiances take place that render them 
rare, and difficult to be obtained, and their value immedi. 
ately rifes above an computation. 'Vhat would one of 
thore \vho \\t"ere fiifted in the black hole at Calcutta, have 
given to get but. near a window fer a little air? And what 
will the crew of a 01ip Rt ft:a, wh<"fe water is nearly e~t· 
pended, give for a frefh fupply? 

Gold and £lIver ha\'e intrinfic value as metals, becaufe 
from their duamry, durability, and other Rualities, they 
are exceedingly fit for domeflis utenUls, and many pur­
pofes in IifC~. Thi$ circum fiance was the foundation of 
their ure as a mt:dium of commerce, and was infeparable 
from it. No clearer proof of this can be adduced, th3n 
~t in the ear!i~ t1mes.. even when ufed in commerce, 
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iller were wtighed before they were divided into fmaller 
pieces, ~nd paffed in tale. . They mull ~urdy the~ have 
had intrlnfic vallie; for their value Was 10 proponlon to 
their bulk or quantity. This circumllance as a fign made 
them worfe, but as a valuable metal made them better. 
The fame thing ap~ars as clearly from the pra8ice of 
modern tinles, Even when they are taken into the ma­
nagement of the rulers of fociety, and Ramped under va· 
rious denomitlations, there mull be an exatl regard had 
to their commercial value. The Ramp upon them is the 
sign. the intrinGe worth of the metal is the iJaJue. It is 
now fOUlld, anll ad~nitted by every nation, that they muil 
give to every piece that denomination and value in legal 
currency, that it bears in ballion; and if any do other. 
wife, there is tltit!1er authority nor force fuflicient to make 
it pars·. 
. The author referred to in the note has given ~s quota­
tions from three perfons of name in the literary world in 
fupport of a contrary opinion. The firft is Dr. Franklin, 
whom he ma~:es to fay, "Gold and fllver Ole not intrin. 
fically of equal value with iron; a metal or itfelr capable 
of many more beneficial ures to mankind. Their value· -tells ehiefl y on the eftinlation they happen to be in among 
the generality of nations, and the credit given to the opi­
nion that ellimation will continue; otherwife a pound of 
gold would not be a real equivalent {or a bufhel of wheat." 
The recond is Anderfon on National Induftry, who fays 
" Money confidered in itfelft is of no value; but in many 
civilized nations, who have fOUnd how convenient it is 

• An author on this fubjeCl in a pamphlet la~ely publifbed, 
tays, "The value of the precious metals is however enhanced 
by th~ir pec;uliar aptitUde to perform the office of an univerCai 
money beyond any real inherent valqe they poffeCs. This ex· 
trinfic value of gold and filver, whi£h beloags to th~m under' 
the modification of coin or bullion, is totally diftina: (rom their 
inherent valu. as a commodity." I do not very well com­
prehend wh~t this gentleman means by the intrinfic value or 
fold and filver. Perhaps it is the ftamp or nominal value af~ 

xed to tilerl} bv the nate; but whatever it is, I will ,·enturo . .. 
to a{f\ll'e him, that their value as coin is Co far from being to. 
\ .. 11y diftinC\. from, th~t it J1)\ll1 be precifely the fame with. 
Uleir vaJu.e as a commoditr~ 



for fJri!i:3tint! the harter or exrh;!n~e of one (ommcdi!r 
for ~I\~!;:lr, it 11,~s ft-rcl\"t:lJ all at tific;al \·:tIUf;; 10 that Ii. 
t}:rll, h l;:~ It::s in itf::h~ :t h s (ome: to N: acCt p~l'd an'rng 
a~l r -\ . ~ ;~~ it i,~tir.I~S, i\S 3 tO~~I) prO\"iI11! t!:at th~ ptrfon 
\~·~:o :s 1'· .~~ if, (! of it .. l~t\t! J:i\·tll fOI'lt .. thi:l~ of r~;,1 '·Ct~lte iQ' 
t!~\:lL, ~,,_.t' ~()r it, all() is (ll) that IIlCCOUllt acre})te(l of l'}' ~1lO­
ti;t&' ::! i.':,,, h~;.llt-:e !or !OI11t:!:.~l'J! tl~c\l is o~ rt"ill tattJit}" and 
fntri:.!!1. .: (', t:~.~' T~c: th:rd is Sir JUI't"S Stua! t. \\ ho fays.: 
u l~~ I: (~:!~ :', I un~kdt.lIId ;lny c:onl!:'od~ty \l :-'ich purdy 
in i~:~'t .s (~' l~\) ll'l:~rl..i) l:!~ ~c Illal), 11:'11 \\ h:l"h atq:lirt~ 
tlt[;l "~,I tl, i~l.a~!Ol! fro:ll il!S 0i1tll;OI1 ci' ;(" ;.$ to bt"f'omG 

tJl~· l.t:~\·crf:~1 nl, ~Jllre of \\":l~\t is t,;'lill·(l ,. ~llt:e, .lllli dll ilde. 
qit.ttt" (.qlli\·~dcnt :0; any ttaiul! ahetl3b;t:. ,- Ffhe name of 
~ll)" lila_I) Il(~~" ~r~,lt JO~\"tr, will not ha\"t: nlllCl} '''''tight 
U'itJl lllC, \~ J~l'll I p;:rrt:i"l. tl~dt !I'l rtl\~' 111t1.)&(<: he has mire 
,akt:ll :l:S f •. hi tl 'I'llis I ~lie\ e has ikel} the cale \rith 
~n lhe ~tUllt:-mt n juli mentionul. 1'herc: is a confider. 
ab~t: CO~lrllflOll iSl th~ ideas t ~I~rtrrt,,() b}' tile Jan t\\'O; but, 
iJIC thiu~ in \\ hidl th~y all a~r~e. and Jor- 1.l:hi( h they are 
~lll!t~~t(l h}' ttltS autilOf, is, tJlat the)" fc:~m to delly the in­
lTil,fil' ~"elltlt: of ~ol~l "Ii\-) til\"er, an{l:o in'il11tt: tJ:e ellima~ 
tiCll ill ~"hicil t:-lt\- ar~ IlelJ, to acciclciltal op;n;on. No~ 
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. !IUllli ~}!Iea\"e to ol)itfl.'t', as ,0 the con,n.trifOll of tho: 
, . . 
llltftilfic \\:orli) of )!olil ;tll(1 ir911, if it \\'t rc: )loffibJe to de-
tern:il1e \\ ilttht:r, OIl f111>pofilioll of irO!1 31111 goid lkinl 
in t.qt:d quantity ~ the one or the olhe:r ~ou!d be the moll 
\:alu~~it:"it \~oll!(lllot lle \\ Or-til a fin~Je liray.- in the J'ro. 
rent qudiion; fer if iron we:n: the: moll 'j~a)uahJe, it wouJd 
in that c~tfr l~~ tile nlOllt}', 311d the J!old ,,·cl.l(i be bllt in 

tl1e 11e:~t (Ie:.- fee. A( ~i(I~lllaJ CiJilliOll J!·~s Il(ltllillJ,! to do 
\vith i!.. It aril~'s frail' tJ'e rl,,!ltlf: of tilillJ!S. As to a 
pound of cold not ~in~, as to int"'infic ,"ail!e, eql~i"alen' 
i~ a loufl'd of wht ;It. It fl,ifht with (qual tn;th be "ffinned, 
that to.t Illall paifhillJ! with Iwnl!er, a mountain ot gold 
\vouJel lapt h~ t.qUI\·&'}Cllt to J.~)I a pourl(1 of brr.ad. But 
is this all" ar~lllllt;'lt C\~a!llli the intrillllC (:onll"ercial va· 
iue or J.:dd, as it hCiS taken p!ace fince the beginning of 
~he \,·orltl. 

As to the o~her two amhors. they fcem to iay, that rno- ~ 
pey is ill illtlf of 110 value, alld of 110 nlaterial ufe to qlan, 
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II by nUlflty tlley mean go1d and iilver, the propofition is 
dirc:aly faUt:; becauft: they are both of nlateria) u!e for 
thr! purpofe of focial life:.. But what h;ts Jed them into 
this error has ~en their abfiraain~ the idea, and taking 
money in the fingle light of a fign, without confidering 
~.as a fiandard. 1"hen no doubtt even gold, while it 
continues in tillS form, is of no other ufe th'an as·a fi~n 
of property, But how little is this to the purpoft- ? For 
it is equally true of every other commodity. A nail, 
,voile it continues a nai!,- is of no othtr u!~ bllt joilling 
bolrds together, or ftlme fimilar purpofe. and can Ileither 
be lock nor key; but a qU3ntit}, of nails. or the iron 
\\,hich the}' cOlltain, can be eafily conv<:rte(1 into either the 
one or the other. So a gllinea, \vhile it ('ontil)ues ~ gui. 
l1ca, is of no life whatever" bllt as an illtirllnlent of cOIn. 
merce; but the ~old of which a glJinea confifis. can eafily 
be converted into a ring, or any thillj! \vhich its quantity 
will rea:h. This is \\,-hat is called: ",ith perft:Et propri-. 
ety, its i1ltrinsic 'fJa/ue. ' 

2. That \\'hilJl is the medium of commerce muft be 
rare.. It will not ~ nectffary to hlY mucll ul)on this~ be. 
tatlf\! it has already receivecl forne illuftration from wllat 

- , has gOl1e before. It rna}· ho\vev~r be obfer\·e(l, that the 
mediulll of commerce mufl not only be [0 rare, as to bring 
it within commercial value in ordinary cafes, but it n'ufi: 
be mlll~h rnore rare, than 01011 other things, that its \la)ue 
may be! increafed, and a fmall quantity of it may reprefent 
goods of cOllfi(lerdble variety antI bulk, If go)(! alld fil. 
ver \vere Ollly t\\tetlty tilnes as 1,1t:ntiflll as they art. at 
prefent, they would flill have a prolJer value, rOlllJ be 
bcught and fold, and applied to lll.lIlY ufeful purPOrtS, 
but they would he quite unfit for genera) circulation. 

3. rl~he circulating me(lium mufi be portable. I t mull: 
be capable of being carried to a diflance with little trouble 
or expellee, arlU of paffing fron) 11and to hand \\ritl} eare 
an(l expedition. This is Olle of tIle reafons wll}T it n111ft 
be flre; but it delerves mention alfo by itfdf, becaufe 
it is poffible to conceive of things tlldt may be hoth va. 
luable and rare, and yet incapable of being carried about, 
and palling from one to another. Some prtcious drugs, 
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and fome curiofities, may be fo rare as to have a high 
value. and yet may be quite impro~r for circulation. 

4. The medium of commerce mull be di'fJisicle.. It 
ought to be capable of divifion into very fmall quantities.. 
·fhis is nece[<try in order to anfwer the divifion of many 
cO'llnlodities~ and ttle cORvenietlcy of perfons of differ. 
ent rdllks. It is of filch importance, that in the c.aleula­
tions of a com}llex alld divt:rfified commer~e, we find die 
l1ifions and fracl.ional parts even of the fmalleft coins or 
dt:nominations of money, that hive ever yet been brought 
into tlfe. 

5- Lamy. The medium of commerce ought to be du. 
rable. It ought to have this quality on two aCCOUDtJi 

firf}. that in perpetually paffing from hand to hand, it may 
not ty. llroken or wanecl j and~ fecondly, that if it is pre. 
ferved or laid uP.t as may be fOlnetimes neceifary', and 
often agreeable or profitable. it may not be liable to be 

. fpeedily corrupted or confumed~ . 
All thefe particulars are not of equal moment and they 

have an intilnate relation one to another; yet each of 
~hem is iingly and feparately ofimportance, perhaps more 
than will be at firn view apprehended. I think it is alfo 
plain that there is nothing yet known to mankind, in which 
they are all fo fully united, as -they are in gold and iilver ; 
which is the true reafon why there metals have been ap­
plied as the infirument of commerce, fince the beginning 
of the world, or a$ far back as hifiory enables us to penc­
trate· ~ 

• It has been fuggefted to me hy a friend, that gold and 
filverpoffefs another quality different from all the above, wllich, 
in an eminent degree, fits t.heln for circulation as a medium, 
~iz. that tlley are equahlt. 1'he meaDing of this cllpreffioil is, 
that the metal of each of there fpecies, when pure, is of the lame 
finellefs ancl worth, and perfeCtly fimilar, from whatever differ­
ent mine~, Qr from ,vhatever diftant parts it may have been 
procurecl; ,,~hich, it is raid, is not the cafe with any otller me­
tal. It is affirmed, that tile copper or lead that comes from 
one mine will be preferable to that which comes from another, 
~VCll after tllis laft has been refined to as high a degree as is 
pofiible ; but that all gold and filver completely refined are 
J-l.crfeElly alike, whether they come fropt Afia, Afri~a, or Am~ 
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It wit! probably throw rome light upon the above theo­
ry, if we: take a brief view of the matter, as it h:1s taken 
place in~a from the beginning of the world. 'This may 
be done now to the greater advantage, that the effc:8s of 
particuIa~ caufes, and the events that will take place in 
fociety i:l particular circumflanus, bal'e been fo funy 
afcertaintxl by the experience of ages, and the progrefs 
of fcienct, that we are able to make a better ufe ~f the 
few rem(lins of ancient hiftory, than could have been 
done by thore who lived nearer to the events which are 
recorded. It appears then, that the difcovery and \ife c{ 
metals W:lS one of the earliell attaitlments of mankind. 
This miJ~ht naturally be expettc:d if th~y were ,,·ithin 
reach at all, becaufe of their very great utility in all 
works of indufiry, and indeed for aU the.purpofc!s of con­
venience ;lnd luxury. "rherefo~, i fuppofe this faa win 
not be do abted: but it is a truth neither fo obvious nor 
Co much Itnown, that gold, ftiver, and brafs, or rather 
copper, ,,'ere the Inon ancient metals, and all of them 
antecedent to iron-. There metals being applied to all 
:he purpores of life, came of courfe to conftitute a great 
part of th(! wealth of the people of ancient times. I have 
mentioned brafs, becaufe it was one of the metals earlicft 
kno\vn, &lld upon the very principles above laid d~\\·n, 
was in the beginning made ure of for money by many 
ancient nations. I ts being now in a great meafure left 
out is an illuftration and proof of what has been already 

~.a. I do ~ot pretend to 3. certain kno,,·ledge of this; ~ut if 
it be true, it is ,~ell \vorth}· of being Dlc:ntioned in ! his diiqui-
tition. · 

• See upon this fubje~ Prcfitlent Goguet's Rife ant} Pro­
~refs of Laws, .&-\l'ts and Sciences. lIe has not on),- fllffici-. ~ 

ently pro¥ed the faa, but alfo affigned the moft probal,)c rC:l-

ron for it, that there ~tals ,,·ere foun(l in nla.rlY p!acc~ of !il~ 
earth al:noft pure, fo as to need \'"cr)· little art ill rcfinin~; 
whereas extracting iron from the ore is neithe~ fo C~(. nor Co 
ob,·ious. \Ve learll from Homer~ th~\t in the \t"ars of Tro)·, 
the weap'lns of war, otfcnfi~e and dcfenti,·e, \\crc of copper; 
~nd fome hiftorians tell us tllat ther ha{l a nletho(i of tt:nlpel"­
lng or hardening it 1'0 as to InaKe it tolcra~ly tit fer the pt::-· 
pore~ tho\ll~ ,ertainly J10t equal to iroll or ft\!e!. · 
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fait!. It is left out for no other reafon than its ha\1ing toft 
one \If the ncceff.lry qildlitic:s. - viz. rdrity. rrh~t it wal 
Dladf! ufe of for mOll~y d'llt}'l~il tile Ilt:bre\ys allpears from 
many circumllances. n:"c: reat! of gold. fi!\'er and brafs, 
brought as contributiollS to the: tcl~rnacle fervice 1n tho 
tiloe of l\fo:es~ ao(1 to tile! huiidillg of the teml)ie i!l Da. 
vid's. 'J~:lat bra's \vas Ill,t(l~ ute 1)1' as mOlle,," i~ the early 

• J 

tinles of tile Greeks alld Rll!11anS, appears botl. fronl the 
aff~rtions of hiliorialls, and fron} tilt! ,'ery languages of 
both nations, for there it is mad~ uJe of to lignify moneY' · 
in ~enc:raJ. - 1'hat it ceafed to f~rve t'lat purpofe after. 
wards CatlllOt be aCCOlll)t~(1 for ill any othet \vay than at 
above, efpecially as the neglect of it has been jufi as uni. 
yerfal as theure of it ,,'as former)". 

~ 

\Ve are aUo f\tUy fupported by hinory in affirming, 
that all thefe metals \v(!re at firrl efiimated allu paj1~ll in 
conllnerce by \veigllt. '\~e f~e tllat Abrallanl ga\?e to 
Ephron for the ca\·e of Machpelah. -four hundred lheke19 
of ftlver. t The Greek money was of different weights 
from the lower forts to the t:tl!'~J}t, \\~Jlich \\'dS the largefl. 
1'he 01(1 RGnlan \vord Pontio \ras, cIS it \vt:re, the flalldard, 
and the divifiollS of it rOll!titllttd tneir different (lenomi. 

'nations. Fronl this \ve !eem to Ilave ~Jerived the Englifh 
\vo((l pOUlld. Very loon 110\\'e\-er tht:}· caOle to have ei. 
ther COillS, or at Jeaf( fillJ.ll pieces reckoned hy nllmber, 
Abimeiech ga\'e to Abrahalll, as Sarah's brother, on' 

.. 1n tlle Ron1an lan~'la~~e, IS lignifies 110t only' br~fs, 1Jut 
money in general, and tl'O~l. it 111any other '~'or{ls arc (ltri'-td; 
as, (lr.:lri~-.n., the tl,(!".fuI'Y; IS (;l£tlu/n" debt; tr ... -~ Inllta:·e, to bUT 
or f~!l fur Illnn~y~ ~c. So ill the (~l'e~k ton~u~J thu:ti!JS 11~ni. 
fi b ·... '.- r' JI" b .. I cs l'".s, a.:i:J~.~~~; a:li. 14f.:":"'~"-:I:., to C '\'l~ ~out nl,)ne~", or po~r. 
""hen thl." Otllt.l' nl~t,ll" C~llllC to he iTI uft: as mone,"~ tIle ,yords -r~cc:i\'t'(l the t~\~ilc Illc:\ni:li; in the l:~ngu=.l~cl ~lS, .:i:gc."nli s£tis--
cr.r:" ~ .. :~":",; .. ,:.:;:;z..,s, the dclir'-! of I.loney. 'l'hi!l~s 1>l'ocecded, in a 
'r~\.'· p~l'fccl:\" tinlil:\f itl the three ancient n3i.ions of \\"!lOlll \\'C 

; . 
h~t"~ ~i'c diflillctcll accounts, the I-Ich~"c\\"s, (;,-ecl"s and l{o-

, • ~ t "'-h • "I I ' . . · I mans. ..\ ,;'IU~ A(:Sr."~ ~cli.c,;t:.', l~l . ~l)re\\·; f"{j.':~()S (;rg:lrO$ ant 
c,;,~ .. !,.! .. ~s ill (~!"\'!t·k; alld':$ ~:J·(:::clr,J and cur::ljl, i:l L~~till, arc all 
uf't:d It), rtl()ncy ill gt.l>ncr:~l. . 

t St:~, G~I)el,s xxiii. 16. :\.nrl .:\b!'aham "'l'ighc(l ~o Ephron, 
the nlO!lcy th~,t he llad r~icl~ in the pl'Cf~I\Ct: of the 1'u~lS of t-l~th) 
400 fil~kels (.\f lil'-tr, curl'cnt IDOllC:)" ,vith the Incrchant. 
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t~oufand kefeph; and Jofeph was fo!d for twenty kefeph, 
and he gave to his brother Benjamin three hundred kefeph. 
As the word kefc!ph figtlifit's filver, they mull have been 
reckoned by tale, and are probably very juflly tranfi'llted 
pieces. Agreeably to all this, the time when the Romans 
began to coin brlfs, and fome hundred years afterwards 
filver and gold, is diftinCl:ly mentiolled by the hiflotians· • 

It may be proper to or.{t:rve htre, t!:at fe1rerat anti­
quaries have mentiotled that fome barbarous nations made 
ufe ofbafer metals, fuch as J.:ad, tin, iron, and even lea­
ther, fhells an() l,ark of trees for mOl1ey. This is no way 
contrary to th~ above theory, for fame nations might in­
deed ute lead, iron and tin, as things of value, upon the 
fame principles as others ufed gold, filver and brafs. 1 
think it is faid, and indeed it is more than probable, that 
the nails gi ven by our voyagers to the inhabitants of the 
South.fea iflands, paffed from hand to hand as infiru­
Iilents of commerce. As to leather, fhe11s, &c. I fufpeB: 
fome part of this is fabulous; but if it did take place in 
tmy meafure, it has been a rude e[ay, ufing the fign fepa­
rately from the fiandard, Bll.d COll)d not be of any great 
extent or lOllg duration. \\T e know indeed of one nation, 
after fociety had been far advallced, tllat nla~le ufe of iron, 
even when very plentiful, ft)r money; Vi2. the Lacede ... 
monians. But this was not at all from rudenefs or igno­
ranee; it Was one of Lycurgus1s extraordinary infiitu­
tions, who intended by it (and did not conceal hi5 inten. 
tion) to banifh riches, or real and proper money from the 
fiate. He indeed banilhed inuullty at the fame time, for 
none of IllS citizens \\'ere allowed even to be hufbandmen, 
or to cultivate their 1~1n(ls. This was left to the Haves. 
I do not find, therefore, that there is any thing in binory 

. • \\Te have th~ exprcfs te!l:imony ofPlin)~ llpon this fubjeCl J 

!t\). 33. tap, 3. ,. SerYill~ rex I>ritllUS figlla,·it es. Al'itea rudi ufo~ 
Rom:e Tilnaus tradit. Sigllatum eft nota peClld\ltn \lnde et pee 
cunia appellanta. Sel·yius firn coined bl·aCs. "f'imaus fays they 
u~cd it Cornlerly rougll or ullcoined at Rome. It was lllarked 
with tIle figure of cattle, 'v hence alCo it \\·as called prcunia.'· 
The fame author tells us, that fil,~cr began to be coilled at 
ROlne ill the 4SStJ} year of tile city, and gold 72 year, after. 

Ee 
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deferving credit, that militates againft the theory abovo 
laid down. 

Having thus laid down the theory of money, and fup. 
ported it by hlfior}7 ancl ex perience~ I proceed to draw a 
few inferences from it, and apply them to fome opinions 
which have taken place, and lome meafurt:s which have 
been adopted or propofed \vitll refptB: to currency and 
commerce in this COulltry. In the firll place, the above 
theory wi1l enable every inteI1igtnt perron to fix in his 
lnind precilely \vhat is or ought to l'le tIle meaning of a 
circulatilig medhlm. This phrate is in every body's mouth, 
and we meet with it continually in the drays publifhtd in 
tIle newflJaperS, apd the fpeeches of fenators in pl}blic 
affemblics. \V e may fay of this as con troverfial divines 
nfed to fay lof\g ago, that a mifconceptio!l of this is the 
proton pselldos, the radical error. r\ot long fince a writer 
in one of the p~pers faid it ~~as agree(i on all 11ancls that 
tpere is at prefent a fcarcity of a circulating medium. 
1"10 this I anfwer, that it is not agreed upon on any hand, 
but among thole \\lho are "'holly igllorant of tIle tneaning 
of the expreffion. The circulating medium is not yours . 
nor mine; it is not the rich~s of Holland, nor the:: poverty 
of Sweden. It is that indefinite quantity of the ,precious 
metals tllat is ma(le ure of 'among tIle natit!1s cOllneCled 
in commerce. \Vhether any particular perron" city, or 
nation, is rich ot poor, has nJore or lefs comparatively of 
it, is nothing to the purpofe. E\rery one will receive of 
the circulating medium that quantity which he is entitled 
to by his property or indufiry. It has been {hown that 
rarity is one of the qualities of a circulating medium. If 
it were more rare than it is, a lefs quc.ntity ~'ouJd be fuf­
ficient t() teprefellt a Hated mtafureof property. If it 
were more plentiful tha.n it is, a greater quantity wou1d be 

. neceffary ; but the comparative riches or poverty of na­
tions or ptrl011S would l)e altogether the falne. 

Is any body ignorant that half a century ago in this 
country, a man might have bought a bllfhel of wheat for 
one quarter of a dollar. for which now he mufi pay a 
whole dollat. 'Vas not the quarter dollar then as good a 
ci(Culating mediu~ as the whole dollar js now? And wai 
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not the man jun as rich who had it in his pocket? Un. 
doubtedly. Nay, I mull further (dY, it was a better cir. 
culating Illediunl, becaufe it was of lefs fize and weight. 
Has not the quatltity of the prc::ciolJS metals increafed 
greatly fillce the difcovery of the mines of South Ame. 
ric~? Is not the quantity now neceffary for any confidera. 
hie pllrchafe io great as to ht' bllraenfome in the tranfpor. 
tatiorl? '"rhe price of a good horJe in filver \\"ould at preca 

rent be a great incumbrance on a long journey. How 
eafy \vere it to point out places and coutltries in \vhich 
there is a greater quantity of the circulating Inedium than 
an)' where elfe, and yet at the fame tifTle greater national 
ancl perfonal poverty, and proball1y for this ver}' reafon. 
,,\rnat would it figni(v to a laborer in the nlines of Peru, if 
he {lIQuId get half a johannes, or even two, for a day's 
work, if at the fame time he COllld hardly purchafe with 
bOt~l as mtlch provifion as to keep bod}1 antI jOlll togetller ? 
Are not thefe tllings true? Are they not known to -be fo ? 
'Vhat tIlen mull: \\'e fay of the extreme ignorance and in­
attention, to fa}T 110 worre, of thole perfons who are con­
tinually telling us that there is a want of circulating me­
dium? Are not gole} and filver a ci.'-culating mediutn, 
\vhofe currency is univerfal? .~~re thefe then too fcarce for 
that purpofe~ when tht!re is hardly a negro flave, male or 
female, without filver buckles in their {hoes, and many of 
thern \vith rings and other ornaments of gold, which five 
hundre:l years ago would have denoted a prince or prin~ 
ce[s? Perhaps I have infified longer on this than was ne­
eeffary, but I have been induced to it by the frequent com~ 
plaints upon this fubjetl, and the abfurd app1ication of thQ 
phrafe, a cirClllating medium. More refleCtions ,viII ()C~ 
cur, connetl:ed with tL1is fubjeCt, in the fubfequ,ent parts 
of my difcourfe. In the mean time l will clore by 
Llying to my reader, you and I may be flO'.'lr men, the. 
flate ill which we live may be (J. poor fia.te,· we may want 
property, rellts, refOllrCe$ at:ld c,redit, but a circulating 
medium we 'I~ant not. 

2. From the principles above laid down ~t will appear, 
t~at money having as one of its effential qualities, an in. 
trinfie, that is to fay, a commercial value, it mull be not 
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only a fign and fiandard or a medium of commerc~, but 
alfo itfelf a cOlnmodity, or a fllbjeCt of commerce. There 
are many tranfaCtiol1S refpeClillg nloney in a trading na. 
tion, in whicil it is conlld~retl fillgly ~n this- view. Thera 
it is unnecdrary for me to eO!Jrnera£e, but even where it is 
.pplied direaly or principally as a lIl~dium of alien~tion, 
its vallJe 8$ a flandard doth an(l mull a}\\'al-s fo!lo\v and 
accomlnooate itfelf to its value as a com(J)ooity. Hence 
it follow$ necdfarily that money mufi: be fubjeCt to every 
ru1e tllat other commodities are fuiljeCt to ill bllyillg and 
felling. One of the chief of thde is, that i~ mull rile and 
fall in pric~ according to the quantity that is brought to 
market, (;ompared wit!l tIle denlan(1 there is fer it. This 
is an unavoidable confequence, and as necdTary in the 
cafe of Dloney :IS in that of any' commodity wllatever. 
If a greater quantity of money than before is brought into 
any C01.l0try,· even though brought by the fairefi and moll 
hqllorable means, viz. increafing indufiry and profitable 
traqe, it will hilve the effeCt of raifing the price of othel 
~ommodities in g.eneral, and of indufiry, which is the. 
fourc.e of all conlmodities. Bllt we nlufi obferve, that 
m~n are apt to view t}lis in a wrong light. One com~ 
~llodinF may fife or fall by its own plenty or fcarcenefs; 
but when there is a great anp. general rite of prices, of all 
~Qmrnodi~ie~, it would be at leafi as proper, or rather 
mucQ mpre fo, to fay tha ~ money had fallena than that 
~ood~ ~aq rifeq.· . 

We h~d fo large experience of this during the war, by 
fhe exceffive ~mimon~ of paper money, tha~ it needs hard~ 
1y any illunration. It is true, fome perIons did then 
;lod do npw fuppofe, that the depreciation of the money 
\Va~ Q\ving a~ ~ucQ. to the difaffeCtion. of fome inhabi'! 
tants, 'lOP ~q~ ~~unt~rfeiting, and other artful \_:ndeavor~ 
of our enemie~ to ~ldlroy it, as to the increafed quantity~ 
But in thi: they were quite mifiaken. JealouLy Qr fufpi .. 
cion of the lJl9Jley w()ulq have hac! very different effea~ 
from. a gradu~l anq. ~ontin~al rif~ of price~. If I meet 
with ~ fQfpi~io~$ pi~ce Qf money, I de> not raife the price 
pf illY gOQtls, b~t "refufe to fell them. This was indeed 
tnv ~~r~ wWJ ~ll Ul9f~ who dcuptf!q the mopey of Con. 
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grefs in time of the war. B~(;~es it is. plain, ~hat the 
American caufc:: was molt dou.lttul, and ItS enemIes moll 
numerous in the years 17;6 and li77, and yet the cur­
rency of the money waS thf!n very general, and its de­
preciation flow; whereas in the three: following years, when 
in confequence of the French treaty and other European 
alliances, the confidc:nce of the public in the cauie was in­
creared, the depreciatioll was .. accelerated in an amazing 
degree. I mull: alfo here make a remark upon another 
opinion often exprefft:u during the war, that the;: dt~precia­
lion mull have been owing to other caufes than the quan. 
tity, becaufe it was greater than what they called the na­
tural depreciation, in confeqilence of the quantity. By 
this they meant, that it \vas not reg~lar; but \vhen the 
quantity had arifen, fuppofe to five tor one, the deprecia­
tion was as fiftc:en or twenty for one.. Thefe perions did 
not underfiand the depreciation of A commodity in conre. 
que nee of its quantity, for it is not regw.!!~!" elnd equable, 
as in arithmetical progreffion) but rapid and increafing, fo 
as foon to get beyond all computation. Ifthere is in any 
country but one tenth part more of any commodity than 
there is any demand for, the price will probably fall more 
than one half; and if there is double or treble the quantity 
needed, it will be what merchants call a drug, that canr,ot 
be fold at all, but if it ~ a perifhable commodity, mull 
fink in the hand of the poffeffor. 

Ihave faidabove that the increafe of money, even tbough 
in confequence of national profperity, thClt is to fay, in. 
ternal indullry and profitable trade, will yet neceffarily 
have the effeCt of raifing the price of induftry, and its 
fruits. This, however, rllUn evidently be in : far higher 
degree, and attended with much more pernicious effefl:s, 
when it is thrown into circulation without indufiry; as 
when filver is found in capacious mines, or paper is ilfued 
by the authority of a {late, without meafure and without 
elld. I verily believe that if as many millions of filver 
dollars had fallen from heavell and beell thrown into cir­
cuI ation as there were paper ones iffued by the IT nited 
States, the diforder would have been as great or greater 
than it wa~. At Jean it would have been 10 at fir!l, tho 
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diffe!"ence woul\l hav~ ~en. that fih,.er ~ing current O\"et 

all, It \\:OlIJd ha\·e fOOl) ~011C .hrC3\) an<1 fOllnd its level .. hl 
that the alter"Atioll ·,,'~ul(1 ha\"e been ultimatel}- 11~: in the 
Uni~ec.: S~:l!CS~ btlt il) the gel1eraJ circulating nleti!um O\-er 
the whole earth. Tiloie h("\\·e\"~r 3mon~ \\ hO!1~ it was 
firl! fO~ln(!, antl ,,"no recei\ .. ~d it \\-itllOllt iJldufil)·, ,,·ou!d 
ha,·e fllfferecl mo!l l\J" i:. .~:llong them it \,'o!!ld h~ve 
produced l:~~inefs antllu~u~-. (. lthcr n,\!joos u-ou!d hue 
drailletl it fro;l} thenl cn!y by fllperior in(lu1!!'~".. ·fhe 
ftCl~e of the Spanifh monarchy at pre!::ut ou~ht to he. and 
indeet'in a great nleafure h~s l~~n, a )eifon to the \\-hoie 
worl,-). A: the time \\-:len they got poffeflion of South. 
America tht:y wer~ the rno!l p-)wc:rt'l!l and wealthy nate 
in Europe. "-oul{l =tny mall at that till1e h;l\-e beer. 
reck(hY)ell louo(1 ill his jlJ(igment ~ho !h()ultl h3\~! :affirmed 
that they \\~ou!\.l h .. \v~ ~ro\\tn poor, by tile means oftbe 
gold and fiiver mines: Yet it has happened fo, and no~ 
there is hanUy any politician to 'hallow but he can affign 
the reafon of it. 1~hey thOllght tha~ gol,-1 and iilver \voul:i 
at once procure them every thin~ \vithout \\"orking; b~t 
forgot that the tnore they had of i~, they muf: pay fo much 
the more to tJlof~ \,'no \\"ere \\'iilit)~ to \\"ork. for thenl. 

3. The ~bove princip)~s \\'ill clearly fho\\·~ thilt \\~hat js 
commonly tallc\) plper mone}-, that is, bills be:lring that 
the perlan ho)(lillg them is etltitll-~I to recel,"e ~ certlin 
fUln fpecifiell in tilcm, is !lot~ prol1Crly fpeakill~, Inoner 
at all. It is barely a figll \vitllOllt bt:illg a ple(l~e or fian,i. 
afli of value, atl,l t~ereforc! is t:fTentt~\II~' ,:efeai\'e as a me· 
dium of uni,,·eri'3.1 commerce.. I will afterw~rds fpeak of 
the different ktnds ofit~ and point out their real and pro­
per ufe3; h:lt itl tile Illean tinle I obf~rve, that to arm 
It:ch bills \,-itll the 3t..tllcrity of the flare, 311(! make :hem a 

~ . 
legal tender in all paymenls~ is an abfurdity 10 ~rc=at, that 
is not eary to fpeak with propriety upon it.. Perhaps it 
would gi\'c ollence if I ihould fay, it is an abfurdity re­
fefved for American !egtfiatures; no fuch !hir.g having 
e,-er been attenlllte(l in the ol{l C'lllotries. It has been 
found, by the experience of ages, that mcney muft have a 
fiantlar(! of \lalue, an,-I if an)~ I)rince or {late debafe the' 
me~al belo\V the fiandard, it is utterly imp&ffible to mak~ 



il fueeeN. How then ean it be roffible to mal:e that fuc. 
ceet!. \\"ilicll Ilas flO value at a~1 ? In all fuell infiances, 
there may be ~reilt injufi~s don~ to particuhr perfons by 
"'ipin~ off llt:bts; but to give fuch money gt:neral cur. 
rency is wholly impoffihle. 1'he m~arure carries abfur. 
rlity in its very face. \Vhy will you make a law to 0-

blige men to tak;:: money when it is cifeft(l them? Are 
there any who refute it when it is good? If it is necefi"a. 
n" to force tllelll, (loes not tllis clen}ollfirate tllilt it is not 
iood ? 'Ve ha\'e feen indeed this fyfiem produce a moll 
ludicrous illverfion of the nature of thillgS. Far t\\·o or 
t~ree years we confiantly raw and were informed of cre­
diiors rUllnillg a\vay frOII) their debtors, and. the debtors 
porfuing thenl in triumph, and paying tt.em without 
merc\~. 

<I 

Let us examine this matter a litt1e more fuHy. Money 
is the D1edium of conlmeTcial tranfaclions. l\/foney is it. 
felf a cOlnnlodit}~. Therefore e\1ery trallfafli;on in \\I-llich 
mane}· is concerned, by being given or promifcd, is flritt. 
I}' and Froperl}~ jpeakillg, a bargain, or as it is well called 
in cornmon language, ~\ll agreement. To give~ therefore~ 
authorit): or norninal \?a]ue by Jaw to any money, is in. 
terpcli!lg by la\\~, in Culnmerce, all(] is precii'ely the fame 
thing \\-itll la\\rs regulatillg the prices of co(ntno~lities, of 
"'hich, in thdr full extent, we had fufficient experience 
coring the war. Now noth!og can he more radically 
unjllfl, or more etnine)1tl}~ abfurd, tilan la\vs of that nature. 
AOli>tlg all civilians, tIle tranfaClions of cornmerce are 
nnged under the Jlead of contraCts. "lithollt entering 
into the nicer difiinaions of \vriters upon this ful1jeCl, it is 
fufficient for me to fay, that commerce, or buying and fell. 
ing, is found upon that fpecies of contraCts tbat is n~."\n 
formal and complete. rrhey are called in the technical 
language, O/lerous contracts, where the proper and jufi: 
"ralue is fUPI}ofed to be givetl or l)romifed, 011 both ficles. 
That is to fay, the perron who offers any thing to (ale, 
docs it becaufe he has it to fpare, and he thinks it would 
be better for him to have the money, or fome other com-. 
mod·ty, tIlan wllat he parts \\7itll; and he "'h,) bu}'s, in 
like o.anner, think& it would be better for him to receive 

, 



224 Essay 011 illonry. 

the commodity, than to retain the money. Tnere mat 
be mifiakes or fraud in many tranfaCtions; but thefe do 
not affect the argument in the leaf}. A fair and jufi va: 
llle is always fuppofed or profdfed to be given on beth 
fides. 

'\T ell! is it a~reed that elll commerce is founded on a 
complete contraCt? Let th~n any perfon who \VB), open 
as many books as he pleaf~s written upon the fubjefi, 
and tel) me u,hether he does not alwa}Ys find there t.hat 
one of the effentiai conditions of a la\v!lll contract, lind 
indeed the firft of thein, is, that it be free an(l I1lUlz.'al. 
\Vithout tflis it rna}? be fon1ething eIre, and ha\'e fome 
other bind~ng force, but it is not a COlltrafl. To make 
la,vs therefore, regulating the prices of commoditi~s, or 
~iving nominal value to that which had no value before the 
law was made, is a)terillg the nature of tIle tranfaaion 
altogether. Perhaps a camparifon of this \\''"ith other 
tranfa8:ions of a different kind nlight fet this matter in 
a- clear light. Sllppofe a man were to fay, to one of our 
lawgivers upon this fubjeCt as fellows: "TJ1en }!OU make 
a law Ia}~ing on a tax, and telliilg me I mnft pay fo much 
to the pliblic an(l conlmon eX!1ences of the fiate, I under. 
nand thi!; very· we ~l. It faUs under the head of authfJriLJ' 
You may lay on an improper or injudicious tax that \Vil~ 
operate uneqllal1JT, or not be producli,re of what you el­
pea; but {till tllis is within your line, and if I have any 
complaint, I call only \vifh that at the next eleCtion ~·c 
may get wirer men. Again, a Jufiice of Peace in time 
of war may give (\ prefs-warrant, and take my horfes and 
waggons to tranfport prov:fions or baggage for an army. 
I underfiancl this al(o; \\1riters and reaioners tell me that 
it fans under the head of what they caU the rights of nt­
cessi~'Y. rrhe meaning of this is, that no civil conllitu­
tion can be fo perfea but that fome cafes \vill occur, ill 
which the property of individuals mtlfi gi\re \\1ay to the 
urgetlt call of com mOll utilit), or general (langer. 1'hus 
\\'e kno\\t, that in citie~, ill cafe of a fire, fomctinlCS;1 
htmfe, without the confent of its owner, will be defiroyelJ 
to pre\Tent the wllole from being cOllfunlecl. But if ,·011 
m-ake a law that I fhall be oblig~d to sell my grain, my 



ilJ 

~l!t1e, or an:, -:orilmod ity, at a cert .. :~ price, yem td 
~nly do what is unjuil and impolitic, :".ut wi:h aU refpecl 
be it fdid, yo 1 fpeak nonienfe; f(1f I do not sJ! them at 
.11: you take them fr9m rile. You are both buyer sod 

~ 

feller, antllcm the fl,tferer only, 
I cannot help obferving that Jaws of thi~ kisad hat-e lD 

inherent weakncfs in tbem; they are not oo]y unjuft and 
nnw-ife. but for the mon part impr~aic3ble. They are an 
attempt to apI,ly atii:.ority to that ,,·hich is not its proper 
objeCt; and tel c!ltend it b.:yond its natutul bounds; in 
both wbich W~ {hall be fure to fail. T~ produfiion of 
conlmodities mutt be the etrc:f'\ of inc1ufiry, inc1inati~ 
bJpe, And interefi. The firfl of thef~ is vt.ry imperfeaJy 
rtathed b)'" authority, and tlle ()\het thtee cannot be reach-.. ~ 

cd by it at all. Pel haps I ought rather to have faid, that 
they Cillnot be direCl:ed hy it, but they may be greatly 
counterttteci; as tJeople hav~ naturally a thong difpofitioG 
to reAR ~ce, an~ to efcapt from confiraitlt, Accord. 
ingly "'e fount'_ :n this country, and every other fociety 
\rho ever tried fuch nleafures foun(i, that they produced 
1ft eit!Ct direfUy contrary to what waS e~peaai from 
tltem. Inftead of producing ns(){leratton and p~entYl they 
unifOrmly prCC::uced dearn~fs and il::attity. It is worth 
while to obferve, that fome of our iegifliltores raw fo far 
into thefe matters as to perceive that tbey'Could Ddt regu­
late the price of commodities, without regulating tht price 
of the inounry :hat produced them. There!Ore they re­
gulated the prit~ of (la}'-laborers~ This howev~r, though 
bot one fpedes of induflry, was found to be- wheny out of 
their po\\~~r. 

There were t)me lnllances mentioned at the time when 
t!tefe ~eafures \\·~tc in vo~ne, \vhich fuperficial realo1\Crs 
fuppofed to be examples of regulating laws attt!ilded with 
~ effefts.. 1'hefc: were the rt"gul~tio" of the prices of 
~~~., hilckne1. -re~ches, and ticket porters-in citie~, pub. 
lic ferries, and f(~me t)lhers. . But this was qt~ite miftaking 
t~e na.ture ()f the thing. There infiances have not tho 
leaR connexion ~tith laws regulating prices in voluntary 
comn:e~ce. In dl t:lefe cafes the petfons who are employ­
~d foltc:t the pril ilegc, obta\n a lic,nco. and tome under 

V £.'L. I\T. F f 
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,·olur.tary en;~~emer~t~ to :lfl: 110 hi;.:her p!"ices; fo that 
tllere i~ as COllll))cte a r~e-e COlltr&~.tl: as i!l buyinJ.! ~n(l f~l!. 
ing in nperl fhullS. ] am ft) ruil~· C(lllVince(i of tile truti! 
an,,) jul:ice of the abo~'e I}rin~il)l~s~ t:lat ) tflink, \vtre it 
rr~)~r a! tl::s t~11l~, I (Oll:(1 1110\'·, tJlat even in tIle moll 
~nlig~tent-tl l1Cltio:1S of l·:~lroi·-; t:lere are iIi)) fonle la\':s 
fllilfi!iil1:! \\'hich \\·crk ill diit~t nflt'olitior~ to tile i!ltentioll 

~. . . 
of their makers. Of this ki11~1 in ger.eral are tIle Jaws a. , 
gainil foreflilllin~ alac1 regratill~. "l~he}9 are no\v indce(} 
1110f1 of lh\!nl "fleer, and \vh~!t t~!e 13\\t}-ers call in defue­
ttlJe; hut Itl Idr as they are e~ec~tetl, the)- Ila\·~ the moll 
fo\v~rfl)i ten~l~ncy to preve'lt, i"lic-at) of prOI!loti11g, full 
anti !'eatooab!e markets. As 3ll tXallll)ie -of Ollr o\\-n 1kill 

.ill that bra:lch, a JiW Vl3S I),lfi ill l-}cllnfylvall!a in tim~ 
of t!le ,,-ar precift:lJ~ tlPQ:l toat J)r;nciple- It or(laitle() thal 
in all in't'orte.:l arlicl~s ther\! fl.ou!,t lle t111t Olle itep be. 
t\\~cen the importer allt) cont'uITler, anil thereiore that none 
but tho!c \\'00 boil~ht fronl tIle filii) fhOllld be alla\ .. ·ed to 
tell a~ain, I c!~e this, iJl!l~llCe hy menlofY, but 311, cere 
talll t:lat tl~cll \\--.lS t!!C! fpiri~ of the la\,-. The makers of 
it confitlcreu that e,~ery h311~i :h:-ou::h ';~!li\.h a comlllO-.. . 

dity I)afi~~l "lUll h3\"e a profit UpOll it, ,~'b!(~h \\'olJI;) there. 
fore gre~t1y augmellt tile coIl to ti:::CCll;ta.i1er at Jail. 
Bllt (:\ltli,l an\a thin~ in the ~\"cr:d lle lnore- a!1!llr,e ? How 

~ .... 
could a fatnil;~ at Olte hllll\lrc{) Il)i!es <lifl'llace from the ., 

kaport be fUi1plie\.1 \vith \\'lla~ tl.cy \\~~111tt~1? III C))i)ufition 
to this }l,illC:i1!\! it InlY be fa!'~ly affirilltlJ, tilat the nlore 
merchants ~h>1 che~fKr g~v~!s, ~.:1d ·lht~t no carriat~e is 10 
che3r, 110r all}" rliilriilutictl f(.} ~~lual or fa 1~!~:i1tirul as tbat 
\ "111 ....... 11 l·~ ",-\,1 •• [)\- ,J}i'\'f- \1\ I'~ 1" .• ,,~ :In l·I'f>t .. ··!l I-n 1"~ n:'\ ... l 
•• '-" ....,.... " .. - .. ,.. \.J. _ , • \",I l. \, • '- "' & A , t ~ .. ... I • '" , Cll ~ u 

expett a l)lofit frvl11 it. 
I ha\'c: ~Ol~~ illto tb;s ,!t!~~il in or(~~r to [ilO~~ lllat ten • 

.. '-6 

(It!r Ja\rs.; J.f&llil1g I~ap~r, or allY rhi!lg not \"a:uable in 
.. f" 1" • I ,- 1 .. ~ 1 t fi ft II eli ,rlt:. (llltI1()"li\~ arc:: (llrtC~~·." <.'oiltrar\~ to tale ver~· r 

~ - .. J 

1)f:ildples or t.cmmcrce. l'his \\'~\S certa:':!Y the m()i~ 
llee~enal)~, lleCall1~ lllaJl)' of t :1: at! \10C3 tes' tor fuell Ja\\'s, 
and many of (hol~ who are id!rum:':l!t~.! in enatt:n~ them, 
(10 it frolll I)tlrc:= i,~110r3tlCe, \\ ;\t:Ol:t at!}· l1J{1 il1tel1tion. It 
may prob~tbl'y have fome dlc:d in opening their eyes to 
obl~r~e, tllat 110 I)'~J)~r \v!latc:vLr is a t~:ldtr in an}' rlarion 



ill Europ~. E,en the notes of the hank of England, 
\vhi.;h Jrt: as ~oo\.l ~\S go)el, an(l thofe of ttat: l'ank of 1101. 
J:lllti, \\-;llC)l are conllJ~rabl)' l"letter·, are not armed \vith 
any fuch f.lIltlion, an" ar~ not a Jegal tender in the proper 
fellfe of that word. 1'lldt is to fay, thong;l I fllrpof~ both 
of them, or any otller )laper cirClll,~till~ ill full credit may 
be :1 tender in equity, f~ f.\r as that the perron off~ring 
them without fufpicion of their being r~fllfc:d, could not be 
condemned in auy penllty or forfeiture; yet if the perfon 
\vho was to retei\'e the mOlley ihollJll fa}', I am going 
abrDJd, I \vant gold or filver; it would lie upon the dt!bt. 
or and not the creliitor to go 31l<1 get them excllanged. 
\\Te ffily perha})s evell fay more, viz. that the coinage of 
gold and filve!" in any country is nQi: fo much, if at all to 
oblige perfons to receive it at a \:ertain value, as to afcer. 
tain them that it is of the value flampt upon it. 'Vith~ 
out this ignorant perlons \vould be continually at a lofs 
to know the finenefs and the weight of a piece offered 
to thema rrhis \\'ill appear from the t\\'O followillg re­
marks. (1) If by any accident in the coinage, Of fra'ld 
in the officers of the mirlt, fonle of the pieces had not 
the full quantity, or \vere not of fufficient finenefs, !hough 
L~e flam}) were ever fo genuine, if I could difcover the 
defeat I fhould be jufiified in refufing it. (l) rfhere is 
10metinles a fluctuation in the comparative value of gold 
and filver, and in thefe cafes, thougll no doubt a debtor, 
till the error tllat has crept ill be reCtified by authority, 
has a right to pay ill allY la\vful money j yet if I \vere 
felling goods, and gold had fallen in its value, I might 
tafdy fay LO the cultorner, in what coin are you to pay 

• Ptrllaps it nlay be proper to inform fonle readers what 
this exprclfloll refel'S tOr I t refers to the agio of the bank of 
Hollanll. .1\ bill of that ballk generally goes for a little more 
1.1 llarn).eut ,vith a11}'" dealer thRn tile fun} it fpecifies, and this 
advance or difference is callell the Agio of the Bank, and rifes 
or falls like the rate of cxcllangu. r!"his probably arifes froln 

,jts perfect feCllrity, and tile "·CI-Y great adv:lntage ill point of 
eafc ~Ul(\ expeditions ill trallsfcrrillg" reckoning, and c')ncealing 
of palll!l' above :;01(1 alld flIver. It gives occailon to tile vuig~r 
faying in tha.t cour.tl'y, rI'hat Inon~y t;OCS i11!O th;; !>aak but 
ij~\ .. ~l' COln~~ out. 
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me? I wiH give you i:. yard of this filk for twenty.one f!~r. 
ling filver fnilJings, but if you give me a gtlinea I muft 
have ar.,Jther ihilling before I \viJI part witll it. The 
whole of this ferves to fl10W tllat notlling fllort of real mt). 
I)ey, which is of llandard value, ought to be enforced by 
law in a well regulated fociety. 

4. Th~ principle$ above laid down will enable us to 
perceiv~ clearly what is the nature of paper circulating as 
_ me<J.ium of CQmmerce, what is its real and proper ufe, 
and w hat are itJ dangers and defe8:s. As to its nature, it 
i~ a fign hJltnet a nandard. It is properly an Dbligation. 
or to ~fe· a IDodern commercial phrafe, it is a pr~mijfory 
~ote. It is flot money, as has heen 1hown above, but it 
is a promife of fome perfon or body of men to pay money 
~jth~r Qn demand or at ~ particp.lar time, or fome general 
lJlldefined future time. Obligations of this nature are of 
ntOre forts than one. Sometim~s they are given by par. 
Jicular perfons, or tr;u:ling companies, who are confidered 
a~ perfon$ ; aM freQuently in Arn~rir;a they have been 
given by the l~giflature of the nate. In the general de­
n.91tiQO I have iQc1uded all kinps of negotiab1e paper, but 
jt will. npt b~ ~e~{fary to iofifl upon rn9re than two of 
tl1em, vi~. the nQt~s pf banking companies, and fiate 
~mifflons. J3il1~ of exchange are not fllppofed to paf~ 
~hrough ma~y hands, but to proceed as fp~edily as may 
~ to tile plac~ 9f tneir payment~ Gov~rnment fecurities 
~re only bOl.lght alld fQld like other property, and fo any 
honds or ptiler priva~~ obligatioQ~, may pe transferred as 
pften as p~ople are willing to receive them; but the notes 
pf banl~ing cPIJlpa~iesJ ~nd ~he fiate 'emiffioQs pf this coun· 
try are iqtended to be, properiy fpeaking, a cirClllating 
medium! They are of variPJJ!) regular denomi~ations. 
;lnd intended t.o anfwer all the purpofes of money in the 
fnlaller trapfa~iQns qf fociety ~s well a~ the ]arg~r, and 
~ven go ~p mari~~; fQr pprcllafi1lg tIle neceffaries of life. 

As to value, fuch oQligations mull plainly depend upon 
tlle cre<.lit of the fubfcriber or obligor, and the opinion or 
~xpeaation of tl1e receiver. Tl~ere ~re nlutually necef. 
fary ~o their 4f~ ~n commerce. Let tqe refources or ~7calth 
Yftb~ fubrcribe~ pe what they m·~y, 'i~ is the public o pi'! 
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n~n that muft ultimately give them currency. This opi­
nion, however, may be in fome inflances better, ·and in 
fome worfe founded. That paper which Olay with moll: 
certainty and expedition be converted into gold and fil­
vcr, feems evidently to have the advantage on this ac­
count. 1'herefore the notes of banking ~ompanies, while 
they maint~in their credit, and continue to pay on de­
mano, appear to be the befl calculated for general ure. 
They feem alfo to have another advantage, that private 
perfons and companies are upon a footing with the holder 
of the bills. He can arreft them, and bring them to ac. 
c~)Unt and have jufiice done upon them; whereas he can­
not call the legiflature to .account, but mufi wholly de-
'pend upon their fidelity~aswell as refources.. Yet it muil 
be owned there have not been wanting infiances formerly 
in this country, in ,which I':-~r emiffions by the fiates 
have obtained full confidence, and met with no impedi­
ment in circulation. 
. Let us now confider what is the proper ufe of paper 
currency, or whether it be of any real ufe at aU. Many 
perfons in Europe haVt~ declared againft it altogether as 
perniciolls.' I will endeavor to fiate tllis ·matter with all 
the clearnefs I am capable of, and to give the reafons for 
what I {hall advance. Vl e have Ceen above that nothing 
can be nlore abfurd than to. fay that we now want a cireu­
latingmedium, and that paper is nece[ary for that purpofe. 
A circulating medium we have already, not in too fmall, 
but in too great quantity; fa that any perfon who under­
frands the fubject may perceive that gold and filver, efpe. 
dany the laft, is lofing at lean one of the qualities liecef­
~ary for that purpofe, and becoming too bulky and heavy 
lor ea~y and convenient tranfportation. Brafs, as has 
been ihown above, v'as onc~ as juft and proper a medium 
of commerce as gold and filver Rre now.. It has all the 
qualities neceffary for that purt,ofe fiill, except rarity ; 
fo tnat if it were not too plentiful and too cheap, it would 
be money to this day. It is probable that this circum­
fiance. of the abundance and weight or the precious me­
tals is what gives to many fuch an inclination for paper 
JQOlley. rhi$ will appear ~J.ange to fome, yet 1 belie\': 
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it is at bottom jun. The cry with many is, we mun hdve 
paper for :. circulating medium, as there is rueh a fc~rci!y 
of gold and fil\·er. Is this juH? No. 'fhey milla1.e their 
(»\YU po\o'erty, or the nation's poverty, f~r a fCarcity of gold 
and ~ilver; \vhereas in faa, gol(1 and 1ilver 'l\ie(l as a cir. 
culating medium are fo cheap, and the quantity of a mo. 
derate funt is luel} art illcumllrancc tllat ",ee want raper, 
whiCh can be much mor~ eafil)" carriec), anti mucil !llOre 

rfE·tluJlly concealed. So that, contrary to the vulgar 
itJea, \\-e are obiige(l to ha\~e reco\'!f1c tu paper in fe\'eral 
cafes, l .~)t for \vant of gold anel fiiver, but tfleir too great 
abuncld' ·,.e. 

This will appear to be a very uncoutl: illea to many 
perfons. ,\'P!llat, they \\"iii fay, to{\ great abul1\lance of 
gold and ftlve:r! when J go aboui trom. day to day~ and 
cannot colJeB. \\'")llt is (lue iu me; \\":lefl nlY creditors Me 

• 
calling upon me and I cannot fatisfy them. rrbere is I 
fcarcity of money -ever)' \\·here. '\~hat {hall be raid to 
filtisty there perfons? I n1uil tell them Flainly, It is their 
fOverty, or the nation's povert}-, ao<1 not a W311t of gold 
and falver, and if there ,,-ere al~ bUlldred tiDles as much 
gold and fil\-er in circu!atio!l as there is, their poverty and 
difficulties would be jtlft the i~lme. If there rerfons read 
the {crip~ures they :nay there learn, that in Solomon's 
time tlie fil~er \vas as pletltiful ,IS S/O,·I!S in ~1,"n;sa/~J.~ 
probably they will thir.k that :til the peopie in Jernfakm. 
at that time mnfi helve li~'ed like princes, but they mull 
be told, that it u'as auded as a necetTary conlequence, that 
it ~a3 n:.:;bi!({ oecou-Pl!ed oj' ill tl~ (jays oj- So/()mon. 

If paper is not then n~ed:d as a circulating rr.edium, 
\\:)l~t l~llefits lrif~s f{O!~l it? I anf\\?er1 the ufes of paper 
fllbfiituted for money may be fummed up under the two 
foHow!ng helds: (l.) It is cfcful fer bcilitating com­
Jri~rcc:. (:.) It is uf::ful for ant:cipating property or e~· 
tending~ crc:tlit. Firfl, it is u!efut for facilitating com­
nlerce. Nothing can be more ~~:h·i!nt.lgeous !or that pur. 
pol~ th3n bills of exchaage, which, without the attaal 
tranfporL~ticll of moner cr goels. cail transfer pr?perty 
e\'en to the mo!i di!bn~ phces with th~ moll perfect folei. 
lit,·. Fl'her: have ~tl Inlnv p:rlons \\·~o ha.\-e dou~tcJ 

~ . . 



wlletlJer an~' otl!er fort ()f plpcr CIJrrtt1lcy is nC't \1pon the 
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"·e fu~ll ar{er\\~ar(ls CO~l~!):lre the 3(1\·allra~s an(1 d.Jadvan. . ~ 

tlge3 of p:lpt"r mont:y; h~t at pre!t:nt Jet us lea\-e out the 
con!i<!eratioll of the c"ii th;~t it (!ll::" anti it;s mJnit~1l 
1~at there is t~ great a f~c;i!t,· stlll fli~t\~ in tile trll!fipor-

~ • # 

t3tio!1 of pliler ;ttl,)\~e lht~t or gl'itl al1(1 fi;\t~r, that it nluft 
gre:lt!}" cxp:Jitc ali merCciHi:lc tranfa~\ions, internal an,) 
exteril~l. Supjlule Oile htlll\ !rc-\l I ~10ll 1:\11,1 poumls \'-ere 

tt) be ~ranrport:.:d but t:ar~e ht_ndrrtl nl.lts~ if it "'cre to be 
carrie(l ill fiiver, ,r!!..:.t:in imra:t'nf~ !~ .. ~(i \~"ould it be? But 
hefKles tile ,\·ei~ilt, as it could nut ~ concealed, t~~re 
woul() be ,\ \~er)" grelt riik cf il"l\'itin~~ ro!-;bers 10 fh~re ill 
it. Lt it be carefully {\hrt:n-ed~ th.lt th:s ;.:ood c:ktl of 
rl~f i~ !lot Ii-om :he a,t.!itiO!lli q~!antit~·· thro~\~n il!~O cir. 
cuht;on, but from its pvfid1in~ lome a~h.·ant:~es furer-:or 
to g()ld anti fii \~er, prev i\.!~l t:l .. 1f tl~e cretl:t of it is tap­
ported. Nor mull it be f()rgottet1~ that it is in gre::t. and 
extenfive negoc!aticns only" that this ad~ant:l~e is pDf­
fefie<.l by patler; for ill iillliler t)lrgains and thd: inter. 
COUTle ~t\ve~~ Ina1' an~ n'latl that is carried on f!\-erv .-
hour, it poifrfi'es 110 3(iw':l11tage at all; on the contrnr}·, it 
is liabl~ t" wear :lnd ''''':1il~, and t!~~refore the fmallt:r COltlS 

ar~ in :111 r.ef~t1s to ~e preferretl. 
2. .~:lother tlfe (\1' paf>::r ill comrnerce is to e~tencl 

cr-~'Jit. 1'hOtl~h ill \·er,· Jartye tr3nf~~ticns tile! a(i\-allt3 p e 
\.. J '-." 1'\ 

of paper ml)" be grc~t, as it facilit~tes commt:rce; y:t 
"~ht:ll ~r~ cO:1fi\!~r p,lp~r 3~ g'::le~l))y circul~tillg, ;l!l(l do­
in~ the Ol!lce of gOld 3.cld fil~cr, it is t.y the extenfioll vi' 
credit onl~", or Cllicd~·, th:tt it C~I. l',e of allY atI\·al1t3l~~. 
It is Ul\llec<=!rlr~' for n1~, . :llld ~rh~rs n,}t ill O)Y fl\>\\-cr, 
to lllciltiufl all t!lt! \\"J)'S ill \\'!!tch crt:(lit !ll:l~· be ill,-:r~aff,l 
or !:t\.'ii~.i{~ll ll}~ 1)':!1~r. SO!l~e \\~iIi prc~lt)15~ L~~ 111t=11ti'.'1. 

~\.l aflt:r\\·~r(is; at pre!eot Itl:: b~f;r~cfs is to =110\\·, th~t 
g!\·intI cretlit is O!l~ of \~~ a(I\·;t!l(~\g~3, ~Ii~l int!cc!i.l ill n·.~· 
Opt fl:Oll i l is lilt: )1, i:\t:ii)!~ ad\"J!l!&l\!e, to ~ l!~ri \-~\I frt' 'll 
l',!~l~r cirt:l!l~\(~ or ~n~tr ki:!~f" There are m~n~- ~,.!~I~ 
"!1(\r~ il\~lui{r~· is (!alI1;~·~(1 \.~r li:llite{) b;· "-lnt of 11~l(k or 
frc:·~lit, \\'ho ir' (h~~· \\·~re IlrOperi}' affil!:,l ill t!l~::': r,-·ti~~l;i, 
Illi~~· il", ".Tn \1 ;:.~\.: '" " ~ "\ .1, .. ,'l1.1:..11...~.;as ~nJ t"~ "O""lll':tll"."-~ " ~ \, ,. ,-' "·0 ". ,,~, ,,_.. ~ I!J " " .. '-, • N '- • ~ 1 .... , , ,'- ~ • l , "" " • ~ 



of wJlich th~y :\te mem~rs,. It has been ~nenl'1 f.id, 
anti I believe ,,"ith trut!l~ that tile ;ntlitution of the bank! 
in Scotland has in'pro"\etl thl! c.ountr, in the courft of 
little 1no~ than half a ctntuty. to ~ d~ree t~at is hardly 
c~!ble. I, is alfu prOO6b:e,. that ~he mal1U:ia\jr~s and 
commcn:e cot Eng!and ~.:\\'e bttn grc.dy promfltcd by the 
eaf}- and regular mtth~!s of obtaining ~redit from the 
public and pri1'a!e ~nks. l:am lenfible that fome very 
intelligent perfons in Britain ha\"~ cond~mne'j the paper 
circu)~tion ~yel"' th~re, al~(l cffirnled that it does more 
harm th3n gO(J().. I t is not necelTary for me to enter into 
the argum~nts on tither fiJe of that qileftion. All that I 
am cr.,.cern~d to pt~\"e is~ th.t if it does good upon the 
"'holt, cr whatever good it due~ in any degree. atiles from 
the credit \l'hieh it is the ~t~3fion of ext~nding; and this 
I thillk ca..n hardly be deci~d.· . 

Let us ne~t confider the evil that is d~ne by paptr. 
This is what I .. 'ouid pii.ticularly rtquc:ft the reader to 
attt:i~d to, as it wa~ ""hat this ditccllrr~ ,,-as chiefly intend. 
ed to e1;ince. and wholt t:lt! public kerns btlt little aware 
of, The evil is this: _;\11 pa~r introduced into ci~ula. 
lion, ant! obtaining c~i\ as gold and f.lvef', adds to the 
quantit}, of the medium, anti ,lItre: b}-, as il3S been ~own 
~bo\'~, increaies the pr!\.:t: of induliry and its frGits. t This 

• ·I~hat I mav Ilate tl:e matter with [\i!'nefs anfl fnlnefs, I • 
"~il jan 'lbferY~, that the etltmics of p~ller i:!.y, the inlpreye-
me.lt \t ~~s on!v coe\'aJ ~"lth t!~~ banks, b\lt llot caur~d 0'" thenl, 

- . 
ill \\.j:~ ie, llG!' ill an~'" g~at \l~gree. "l")le banks I':appened to t·e 
l~"rly t.:t)\:\'al \"!th the ~,'cl\,ti\.)n, anll the llni~n of England 
~~ld ~Cc.t:~'ll(!; Ut'ill ,"l,i\.~:l ~lllI)()rtallt e"t~ll\S ate fllppoferl to 
Jl3.\-e bct'~\ (' .. l\lfes t'f ilJ,~!rO"t:l11cllt \0 Scot!l\!ld. Ho'ft'c,-er the 
~XPCI'~-Cl\c~ cf t~t: 1,:.:\ lhi ... t~ .. 0, forty ~"ears appears to \le con~i­
c:-:-.iliJ~· iu t:t.\ ur of !>:lnks ,\l1tl de4ll~rs in 1110Dt'Y' un(1 bills, '\-!lich 
I ('onti<Icr as (11t-nti~jl~ t)~(' !anlC • 

. t Thi:- ,,-m per~~:.p; h, mifapp~'d,el'.(lcd h~' f()r.~e readers. 
11,ey ',""Ill r;,~-, it hlg~l pr!t:'e fot' O\!J' in(!~.flry! 1'his is juft \\-hat 
'~-e "",iftt, ,lll(i 1\" h;~t ail (:cfirc. llllt the price I nlean here is 
nut the rrice \r~~:cll ~"O\l g\.'t ft\r '-our ind'..lftrv, b~\t tll~t ,,"llicn 
~u l}~l)· l~.)r it • .;\ lli~ll price~ t~·: a J!reat p~n~and (ron) foreign 
ll~ticns, is ) our I>foht; bu: t:!e coil \\"Jlil'll \"0\1 nay ior fer­
,any-, ~o~is\ rent of laud. &r. leff'ens that profit. a~ld it is this 
,,"Iud} 1S mei'C.fed hy ill(rC;~~lins the circulalin& meoiium, alld 



233 

(Onft"\]l'ence is u:ll\'oidable, anlI follows as cer:ainly from 
gooJ PlJl\:f as b.!d, or rather more certa:nly, ror the me­
dium is increaft:d Oi):Y by that which obt.tiu4 credit. At 
the iame time thia; confequenc.: is local, becauie the paper 
dOc!s not p~fs among othc:r nations, and therdpre it worla 
apinli the jaterell of the people w!.o uie it, anti neceff.l­
rily drcl\\'S off their gold anJ Giver, which mull h{: made 
uf;: of in aU foreign payments. AI~n may think what they 
p!::afe, but there is no contending with the nature of 
tbings. E~pericnce hilS ellery \vhere juflifit:u the remark, 
tbat \\"llC!rev~r papt.- is i11troduced ill larJ!e qualltities, the 
geld and filyer \'anilhes univerfcllJy. 1'he joint fum DC 
gold, filver, :inti paper current, \Y i!I exaCtiy reprefc!nt your 
whole commodities, and the prices \\'ill be accordingly. It 
is therefore as if you were to fill a vdfd brim full, making 
half the quantity water and the other oil, the; laR being 
fpecifically lighten, will b.! at the top, atld if !·ou add 
more water, the oiloilly \\lill rlln over, and continue rtln­
ning til! there is tlone I~ft. fJo\v ahlurJ and contemp~i .. 
ble then i. the reajoning \\'hicll \\'e llave of late feen fre. 
quently in pr;nr, viz, the gold and filver is going away 
from us, therefore we mull have Pdper to fupply its place. 
If the gold and filver is indeed going away frOlu us, tjat 
is to lay, if the balance of trade is much againfl U:;, the 
paper Ille(}ium 11!S a direcl tel!uency to increafe the evil" 
and fend it away by a quicker pac'!. . 

I have (aid, drat this conf'equence fo11ows from all pa. 
per! as fuch, good and bad, '0 tar as it enters into circula .. 
tiOfl; l~ut e\'ery one IllUfl percei\'e that there is a peculiar 
lild illd~~d a differellt evii to be feare~l from paper of a 
doubtful kind, and eillecialJy from that \vhich being doubt. 
fIJJ, is obliged to be fl.lpported by coercive laws. 1'his 
mull raife general fufpicion, and confequently bring on a 
ilagnation of conlll~erC\!, fronl ul1iverfal tind nlutual dif. 
tru!!. I"or tIle fame rc::alon it mufi anllihiliate credit, and-

not th~ Ot:1Cl". ~Iake ~~ much mancj· as y;ltl l)lcafc, this ,,-ill 
. not nl:lkc for~itin nat:C:15 call [01' any lllore of your g'1'ain, t~ili 
)~~mb~r~ t(~bacco, l-ice, ~:c. hl.!t it ,~·!ll jun as cert~il)ly ma~ 
thelll coil you more hcfGr~ yO\l can l)rin~ then! t:) ~h" maPkct, 
:is adding t\rQ tu three \vill tnuli,c five. 

\-OJ., IV. G g 



make ev~ry cautiollS perron lock IIp his real monty, t!t~t 
is, gold arid f:1,'er, as Ile cannot tell but he nlay be rhe3ted 
in th .. re-payment. 'fhis evil is \"ef)" extt:nfin: Indetd, for 
it makts people: fufpi:ious, not only of wha! is. but wh:i: 
rna}" be. 1~ll0l!gh tl1e illjUT} f}louJd be hut partial, or in­
conlidt:rable "t prdent, it may become whony ruinous by 
tOlll(: UIlkl10\rn future law. 

Hence it may be ieen, that the ref{J)ution of the quef. 
tion, \\'het!ler it is proper to J13ve paper motley at al: or 
Jlot, depcn<}s elltireJ}? upon an~ther .. ~·!z. l\"}lether the t\~il 
that is done l1Y augnlent!n;.! the circolatinJ! metlium,. is or 
!S not o\~t:r· baJalj~~d by the facii;ty· J~iven to commerce, ant! 
tile cre(lit givell to particular perfol1s, hy \,·ilich !heir ill­
dufiry and exerticns arc: aclded to the con1111on !lock. :\~ 
it is upon this that the quellion depends. we:: alan find .. 
that as the circunlilances of a natioll Ina}! l)e diirt~rent, it 
ma}~ be for or againft its interetl to uie: a paper Illetlium. 
If ally natiQll \\}'erc ill fuel} cirCtln1flallCCS as tl1at creJit .. 

. were either !10t lleCtffarv or ealilv obtiitlc(1 ; if the COtln· 
.. ott 

tf"y -were:: fully ft:lded alld the inhahitants funy empioyoi 
ill agticuiture, rr.anutaaures~ anc) i11terilal COlllo.erce, 
"lith Jitf le toreigtl tracIe, any atilt,rio;} to the trl!e Inonev, 

", '" ~ 

wlllsld be UI]11eCefrary or l"erI1iciQllS. rJ'll!s is I'robabiy 
. rl1e flate of Celina ,!t prefetlt .. perhai)s in f,):11e degree a:fo 

of Ii~rance. On the contrar\", if a 11atioll :l~(l all extenftre •. 
all(l COI1)I)licatc(1 COlllllle,'ce, arl(i much Jan(1 to fettle and 
i!llOrOVe, tIlt: fdCiiit3.tina of COnlll}tTCc" alld extentlini7 of . ~ " 
cre~lit, nligi.t l~ 11ig!ll}' belleficiai. I (10 'let ))retflld to fO 
tX:la a ktlo\vlt·\l~t of t!le {tate of this COuiltr~r, or the llitT~. 

\ . . 
reIlt v'arts cf it, as to ju{'~'e \\'"ith abroltlt~ certaillty of \\'hat 
is necefr..~rJ~ cr ,,~oul\.l be ufe:ful to it, but am iTlciin~d to 
~hink that there muli be fomethin~ in !hc Hate of things in 
..t\lnerica th~t lllakes it t:ther rnore 11ec~ff:lr}" or more e~· 
l,e(liet1t t{) lla~'~ pal)er ~.ete than ill tiit: }~llr6pean iiates. 
".Y' e ~\re a1fure(1 il~at in ftlrnler tlnlCS m~ln\· of the ftfttes, .. 
t}leil COlul1ics, t!1cu;ht it a l)ri\"iJege to t~e alic',,·ec.l to firike 
paptr' 11)Cnt~·; (\:1d \~'e are tolll l1~: pertollS ot" ~cc<l un~Jer. 
ilanding, tbl~ i~ ton~ributt.'ll to tht-ir ~ro\\"th ,ud impro\'e­
tilen~. Jf this WlS the cale, I am cOllfid~nt it W;lS chie~y 
btcaufe it was emitte:.d in the way of a loan-cHice, and by 

, 
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gtvin~ crtdit tf hU~l~~e_n~ ~cf~l~r~t:::d ~~:e fettl~m~nt 
3nJ il)l~ro\·cnle~t u: tne :011. T .• ~s ll~'~tllon I ,!\l not 
nkt! Ui'l\')O nle t\l \I~~i~le, .l'lJ th~l ~fan: in '\'~.lt f(ilio\,·s, 
defi~ I m-t~· be corlr)(it:~,1 a~ f!k\!kin~ OIli)' h\"pothetical .. 
Iy~ tn~ f3ther~ th It at prefent the !1)",iin.lt!On after p;aper of 
rome kill,l or anJtr)~~ fe~n)s to be iO firon~, trl~t it \t·ol:lJ 
be in v\\in to \\":~:l ft3nJ !L. 

If therefore p~ ,~er is to be emplo~"'e(l in circ!113tion~ W~ 
Jnl~· fee from \\·n~t :~~~S bee!l r:tid "bo\-e, '1th.t are t~ prin­
ciples on which it ou~h~ to b: conduacd, tbe ends th~t 
cught (0 be aim~i :\t~ ilod the t:\-ils that tlu~ht to be a{'oid. 
ed. ~rhe eflds t~) be ii.lled at are, t~e fa~ilitating of com­
mercia! tranfa~li('ns, :and e~tell(lin)! of credit to thole who 
are likeI}' to mal:e a proper ure of ;~. Tile pl~n fhou!d 
he :0 conceived~ as that the inc~afe of the \:irculating 
medium fhoulJ l-e as little 3S poffible, confil!entl~· with 
thde ends. It fhould be perfcaJy fc:cure .. to as t\) create 
an al)(olute confi(l:nce. £~Ild as it is of the nltllfe of an 
obIi~!ioI11 no t'llne whate9~r fhould be uf~l~ llut the re­
ception of it l~ft ~ntireJy to t.?- indin~tion and interetl of 
the receiver. It may be faCely affiroted, that allY devia­
tion from theJ~ Frinciple~ which are deduced from the 
the~!)· above laid ,lo\vn, will be an etfential dC!feCl in the 
fyfiem. If we in~uire what tort of paper will beft anfwer 
this deG;ri~tion, w·: find that t~re is n~ other fort ufed in 
Europe than that of bankin.~ com par ~ .~. Tbe govem­
meat ftampifag pal>er to p~fs current for coin is ul1kr.owll 
there. N'ot\vithftsndiog the imnlenfe rums ,,"hich have. 
been borro\\-ed by the Ellglifh goverllment, they alwa}9s 
prefer paying interefl for tlJem, to in~ing paper ~'ithout 
n}ue for mCiney. 1'he only thing refembling it in the 
Englifh hitlor}' is, James the lecond cC'ining bare metal. 
and affi~ing 3. price to it by proclam:ltion; a projetl: con· 
temptible in the contrivance, and abortive in the execu­
tion. This feems lo be a confiderable pre(Llmpticot that 
tbe meaftlre is upon the whole not digible." 

. • It feenls to nl~, th~'\: tllnf(" "-~lO cry O\lt r~r ~mittin~ paper 
1)\one~· hy tilt: !~~i{}:\t"r~s.. flloul<i t3kc fonlc paills t(\ llute 
c.leai'ly the ditl"crenc~ l)t'~\\'e~n this alld the ~:\lrol)tan countries. 
a.nd rOiI'~ out the rca-funs \, hy it 'f~ul(\ b~ f\!rlic~able hc~) 



The plper ofblnking companies has many a(hrat1tagu. 
It is confiJeretl as perfea 1}· fafe, becaufC! it can lle e~­
.chJ!lge(l for g~!ll 311(1 fi!\-er at any tinle lipon demand. 
Havill~ lJlis tec\Ari~~p at bot!om, it is perfetli}e cOIl ... ·enient 
for tranfportatio!l, ,,·hich in!lt'e() is common to it ,,-ith ali 
pap~r. In l(),iition to this, it is confi(lere(l as the princi. 
p:\1 bufinefs of all b3ilks to gi\·e cre(lit, \vhi~h, though (Ii. 
reClly on1}' ill favor of conllnerciaJ, is ultinlately llfeful 
to man}? (I:ffcrcr~t claffes o!' nltn. I n1ajP upon tl1is ob. 
ferv~, tl13t it i~ the duty of banking companies fo to con. 
LilJa thei:a orer1t ions as to exteo(1 their regular credit as 
far as is (lfe for themfel\1es. If infiead of this, as has been 
fuppofed at lean to have been done by fome banks in Bri. 
tain, t}ley circulate t!Jcir 110tes by agel1ts, m~king pur. 
chafc:s in different and (lil1ant places, tllat the fum iffued 
may \·ery far e~ceed the film necdfary to be kept fer 
prchable demands; they are in that carl! not ferving the 
public at an~ but ufing the money of other people to their 
own profit~. It is alfo to be obferved, that the denomina. 
tion of their notes fhouJd never be very fmali, it fllould 
indeed be ~~ high as is confillent \\~ith fuch a general ufe 
as will bring in a [efficient profit. Very fmal! denomi. 
nations of paper do tIle greaten injllry hJ7 entering into 
Ilniverfal c~rculation, and chiefly affecting the indufirious 
part of the COmnlU!litjP. It \vas a ver)~ great complaint 
againll forne b:!nks in Scotiand, \Vllat tIle)l brougllt down 
the lknomin:\tion~ of their notes as far as ten fhillings., 
anll fome of them even fi\7e fh~llings. If this was an evil. 
what !han we fay of p~per, as has -been feen in this coun. 
try, a:: !ow a:; Qlie fhiBing, fix pence, ~or even three pence 
value? It ia a rule tIlat will llardly admit of any excep­
tion, th~lt the higher tIle denominations of paper bills, the 
greater the benefit and the lefs the evil; and on the con· 
~rary, the fmall~r the denomillat;ons, the greater the evil 
Jnd the leis the benefit. High 1ums ill paper obligations 
fT\ay perhap~ change hands Ol)ce a \\1eek, bllt a {hilling or 
fix-penpy tic~et may be in fifty hands in one day~ 

arid hurtful there; pr eIre infi!l that it ,yould be a ,vife me?~ 
fure e\'erv \vher(!, anrl.-ccommencl the nrc of it to the fiates of , , . . 

England, Fratice, Hollanc}, &c. ,yho ,viiI be IDllCll ~lldcbtcd ~Q 
t~e~ fpr ~he d~fcove ry ~ .. . 

, 



Essa), on lWoncy. 

I murt: mentior1 here what has been often obje8ed 
againll blnl~s in America, which, if jun. would, from 
the reaioning in tIle prece(ling part of tllis dircourfe, tenlt 
to their conclemnation. It is, that they l1Rve defiroyed 
credit inllead of extending it, and have illtroduc~(1 or 
given occ3fion to exceiih-e ufury. I am not fufficiently 
infornled to fay ho~v 1:1r this is really the cafe, but cannot 
belp obferving, that treating the matter theoreticany~ as I 
have all a10ng clone, a I'} (1 confi(lering tile Tlatllre of the 
thing, this does not a ppear to be a nece[ary confequenc:e. 
One \vould rather think tllat the regular creciit \vhich is 
or ought to be given by banks fhould prevent ufury, by 
1upp1}7ing all thofe \vho c}eferve to be trufied. Agreeably 
to this it \\'~S found in faa, that the infiitution of banks 
in Scotland lo\\"erccl the intereft of mone}9, which indeed 
{eerns to be the nattlral effeCt of every fuc.h infiitut!on, 
from tIle increafed circulation. But if any inflances more 
than before have happened of this kind, it may be by per­
fens in ex treme n,!ceffity applying to others who have 
credit \vitll the bank, and \vho have fo littI,. confcientious 
fcruple as to take aclvantage of their neiishbor's poverty. 
If this is the cafe, £ is only a particular abufe, or oeca· 
fional bad confequence of a thing otherwife good and ufe­
ful. It is not a jnn objection againfi any thing.. that it 
may be or has been in fome infiances aoufed. Befidestt 

as it is the duty of every bankirJg company to guard 
agaitlft this evil as much as poffible4) even b}· perfonal re­
fentment, againfi th ofe who make this nfc of their confi­
dence, fo it is an evil tiot out of the reach of legal punifh­
ment or general infamy. Wife and well executed )a~"s 
againfi ufury, would at lean fo far refirain it, as to make 
it an evil of little confequence. 

But in examining the nature and operation of different 
kinds of paper, I mufi confider an objeCtion of much 
greater importance, UP0:l the principles of this difcourfe. 
againfi the paper of banks, or at leal.1, a defect in their (yf. 
lenl, that feems to call for other meafures in addition to it!l 
This is, that banking companies give credit only fo as to 
be fel"vieeable to merchants, and thofe immediately con· 
~~aeQ. with th~m) but do not extend it to huibandmen, or 



Lrs(1)' 0" Jlollty. 

thore Wll0 improve the foil, by taking mortgages for a Con .. 
fiderablt titlle; yet accordill~ to tile tlleOr}' above laid 
.down, this is not ('nly one of the advantages, but perhaps 
the chief advantage to be derived from a paper circulation 
.of dO}F killd~ No\v~·I all.nit, tilat tile fettlelnent an() cuI. 
tivation of the foil is the radical fource of the profperity 
.of this country. It is indeed the fource of the profpt:rity 
.of every country, but comparati\l~j}. more fo of that of 
this country than moil others. I alfo adnlit that credit, 
propt:rly extended, to indufirious perfons in this way 
would be exceedingly beneficial. For this rearon, and for 
this alone, Dr: Frankiin al1d others perhal)s jud~ed right 
when they raid, the country received great benefit from 
the loan office paper of former times. I am alro fenfibIe, 
lhat i~ is not praaicable nor proper fol' bal~king compa­
nies to give credit upon mortgages on <linant lAnds. They 
being bound to prmnpt p~yment, mull expea the fame; 
therefore they are not to ~ blamed for refufing it in this 
form". # For all thefe reafolls, I do not take upon me 
wh311y to condemn a ~aflire in America9 which would 
be unnecetTary or improper in Europe. 'Ve hear from 
_every quarter, that is to fay, from almon every fiate, a 
loud cry for paper money. Now \Vllen there is a great 
JDd univerfal complaint, it is ieldom without fome foun­
.datjon; anti though I have taken rouell pains in the pre­
.~eding difcourfe to lho\v that they millake theiro\vn \\~ants, 
tbat tlle~1 do not u,rant a circulating medium, but ufe that 
ph.afe without underfianding its meaning; yet they cer-
tainly do want fomething. They want particular cr:· 
tlil; and tlleY look back \vith defire to the fOflller times 
"hen tlley hac} paper money, \\1thich, b}· its natne itftl~ 
pointed out its nature and ufe, the notes being then caU. 
~I bills of creciit. 1 ,viII therefore proceed, keeping & 

Ileadyeye uppn the prin~ip,es ai>pve laid do\vn, to fiate 

• I rotlft Ilere o!)fer\-c, that tIle 1lunks uf Scotl~\.nd ne~er gave 
~re~lit lIpan mortgages, bllt pcrfonal ft :urity on1r, and yet ther 
wrre uni"c:rfalJy fuppore(l to }l\lt it!n the po\ycr of !antlcd 
~en to improve their l"f\ate~; fo that the nl()ne~ trnnf;l~ljons 
~ft ~~~e ~e~n,tho\lgh not dil'cCtly, }-et reluotely in their fayor. 
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in w!nt manner a Joan. office may be efilhlifhed· ,,·iih. 
in nl(h~er\lte bounus, that filall reo(leT a fer\-ice prohabJy 
greater tlun the evils nec~ndriJy confequent up<'n it. 

I \\·otl)cl t!lerefort: propolc:, tllat any tlate that thinks it 
necetTar}', thou!e} en1it d flln} ,,11' luppoJ~ one huo(lrc:d thou. 
find pounds, and that the followlIlg Tul(5 fholJld ~ laid 
down in the law, and inv3ri.~u)y adhered to. (I.) That 
not a fhiUi'lg of that monel' fhould iffue from the loan. 
office trc:afLiT;·, but upon mortga~e of land to the amount 
of double the fum in value. (2.) Pfhat it fhould not be a 
legal tenller for any debts contratled or to be contraCted, 
but receivable in all taxes \vithin the flate, an() payable 
for the \\-ages of COllncil 311(1 :\[enlbly, and the fees and 
pen.luifites of all public officers, after it has been Jo n> 
ceive<t (3.) That at the end of twelve calender months, 
a fum precifely equal to the illtereti that J~3d accrued or 
~conle due iIl that time, ibould be cOllfumed by fire, and 
pub:ic intima.tion given of its being done.. The fame 
tbing fhoul(l be done every fubfequent J'£ar. (4,) That 
at no tinle an)- part ef this mO:ley fuould be matle ufe of 
in the pa~~n1ent of the public debts, bllt that ,,-hich had 
been firfi levied ill taxes. It ,,-ould n('t be proper even 
to borrow from the Itock for this purpofe by anticipationt. 

If tller~ fults "'ere obfer~ed, credit \vould be gi\-en to 

~ I anl llot i~~nl)rar:t tllat !Jlere 'las been in O!lC of Ollr nates, 
I n'C':'l~ l')~n:lr .. lral)i~!, a \'ivlcnt cont:"O\t~rl\- for ~,nd ;!~ain11 the 
h .. l.u!", l\ct,~'et1o·n the politica! f~lctiol~s '\'~ii-C'h (Ii, ille i-hat ft"t~. 
()il this ~t'("'--lunt, I arn f0r,'~ I '\,,~lS O~)!:~.~;..'\! t() lll~'ntiol) h~)l ks ~t 
III ; hut i~ ',"as !nlp<Jillhle 101' l~lC to (~() jUi1i('c to the fuhjet1, 
\\ itnc\lt cO!ltide~.'·in~ theil" gener~l n:lturc :lnd t!n~~t1~ ; and I 
\\ iH nut 1'0 lllUC It ~\5 name allY of tht! argll,nents on ~ith\!r fid~ 
(-i this qtl\.·!l.;on, hut \rh:lt is IltCetTarilr cGnne(it"fl \rilh 1110nC\' 
in ~"·:lCl':\l ~~s a {~UrrCl}cy" ~nd it; ~ffecli lIP('I} tLl! n.. .. ~~,"ln:ll i::-~ 
t~r""ft. 

t ·l'he l)aYln~' of the p\ll~iiL (re~~t()rs ,~one oithe tlloil ("on1 .. 
:'1011 ~1r.(! I)OPlli~'_i& ar~ unlcn~s [Ot" l)al)t'l' elJlifi~{)ns, :,ut to j>ay 
th~:ln 'rith rn(tn~y l.\\~ )uan~d~ i5 n:)t p~::;n~'" t'u~ cOHtinuin~,,: 
(he dl.bt .. pan the t~:~lt!, alld cn1y naake it cllar,~~c hall~!~~- .\:1 
rUth blH~. i" r~,id mli[l he.· 4lC';,')\l11tcd fol" by th,,' pt:l.iic. It j, 
~"ttt'! .. ~ tht:ret~)i't: .. that b,' tl~c loans nlen 1U:,\" 'h.' cn~d .. J<. <I <:al~I\' 
10 P .. ly th\.'il' t~x~s ; and- then let the l)liblil' . cl',,·(:it(,l's he p~ti;l 
L! lUO!lc\- J~n1~Tl,,1~J e~"'\\L~~! \. f: \\u\ lh~ \'."hu!~" fer tltat i)\lrp\J~~·. . . . -
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rome perfons, who needed and dei'erved it. to the amOUf\! 

of the whol~ fum. The bills current would ~ dim!. 
nifhed in quantity every year fo as not to loau the cire ... 
lation, which would have a fcnfib!e dft'C\ uJlQn the pub.. 
lic opinion, and indeed, from the nature of the thing, 
,YQuld increafe their value., or rather confirol it from yeal­
to year· • At the end of fourteen or fifteen years they 
\vould l1e \\'holly taken out of cir.:ulatioll, and that not 
by any tax l:lid on tor the purpofe, but ll}' the hire or ufe 
of the tnoney itrt:lt~ a11:1 after all, the principal fun} \\'"ouIJ 
be fiill clue to the {late in gooli lnOlle}', \Vllich migJlt bear 
intereti tor e,,·er. It \\10ultl be! all illlport(\nt addition to 
this fc11eme, if no bills leis than t\VO dollars, or perhaps 
three~ or five, fhould be t;mitteq., as this would Hill keep 
filver at leafi in circulatiol1. On the above prtnciples, 
all the gooc} that can be produced by paper woulll be ef. 
fette(], \'i:!. faciiitating corn01erce, alld giving cred:t; 
and as little of tIle evil as paffible, llecaufe the quan. 
tity would be fixed and moderate at firft, and continually 
decreafing, fa as at laIl to vanifh altogether; and theil 
another emifiion of tlle faole killd migllt be o1ade, if th~ 
utiJity of the firfl fhould rr:comlnen(l it. 

Perhaps it will be faid, that this money not being a 
legal tellder, woultl not anf\ver the purpore of l)orro,\'ers 
hy IJaying their (lebts, [lOr get at all il1to circulation.. 1'0 
this I anfwer, that it would not anf\fer the purpofe of 
thofe who want to pay their debts with half nothing, and 
clleat their cre(litors; nor (10 I \vifll to fee any thing 
attelnl)t~<l tllat wOllltl .procluce that e:fFett. But I affirol, 
that it \\IOUt(i get better iilto cirClliation tllan by a ten. 
der law, which cr~atelli general and jult flifpicion. Ten. 
(ler la\\Ts, as has been alreaciy l)rGv~d, tnay be tnade ute 

• I C3.nnot l~cll) obft~·~ in~ hel'e, t11at the title8 of mort of 
the acts lot' en1itting 111011CY, llc, \llla.\v~\rcs c.onfef.~ the jl.lfiice 
of all that has be'~n f:-!id above; they run thllS, " .:·\n atl fer 
enlitting-. c tho'lfaud l}onnds in bills ofcr'cd~t; and clir(;ain~ 
the tIl :.llnel' of si .. !.~i~,; the sanle. ,. l)oe~ no~ ttli::; flu)\\' ,,·hilt 
fort' of a ci l'~U lati 11Q" 1 ncdi\\ tll t hey arc ? Do~s it not ad lllit, 

.~ ~ 

th~-\t ther ,,,,ill do c,"il if t')~y continllc to ciI"Cn!<ttl\? \\·hcn you 
coin 501(1 al'~ j iii \·cr, d i

) you lll'oyide f01- {lIlkillt; 1t ~ 



.. 

of by dec=:tful perf-'}ns to GO Plrtil:tlhr :laS ~f i!ljuf. 
tice, btlt are no! rUffi~:~:lt to I)r~~re ~en\!r~1 circulation, 
nor to exc.it~ a:ld rc:,van! in~i.I:1r~· ~ \\"itho~t the 0F~ ::ion 
and lpp:-oba~i;)n of the puh:;c. S~C!l l~l~:1e~· as I h3V: de. 
fcrib~~l ""Ollld excite 110 alarm, it nii;.!ht eafi!y be tri~. 
Jt would, in Iny Opilliotlt certain!)'" be tr;~J, for ali woul~ 
know that it \\:o1.,ld p.~j~ ever}' tax to go\"ernnlent', and 
evel) borro'A"ers of large fu IllS Jni)!Jlt nldke trial of it, 
"'"ithollt an~- rifK at all, becallie, if it wO!JJtl not allfwer 

~ 

their etld, they rnigilt, after a f~w montlls. repay it, and 
ta!"e up their mortgage. Bnt I cannot hdp thinking that 
the princi t,les of it are fo jun~ and tht! plan fo certain, th~~ 
all un1erfian~lillg perfons \~"oul(J perceive and app!\Jve it4 

I muil h:re -take the occafion and the liberty of fay;oJt 
that it \vere gteat!y to be wiilled that thofe. who have in 
their hands the adminifiration of affairs in the feveral 
ftates IJf America,. "roulll take no meafures, either on 
this, or any other fubjeCt, but what are founded upon jut: 
lice, fupported t.y rearon, and warrantt=d to be fate by 
the experieilce of former ages, and of other COulltries. 
The operation of politi~c.al cauies is a! uIliform ancl certain 
8S that of t:atural caufes. Alld any meafure which in 
itfelf has a bad tendency; though its effecls may not ~ 
inilitflt!y difcernable·~ and their progtefs m~y be budlow. 
}-et it will be infallible; and perhaps the danger \\rill 
then only appear when :l remedy is impoffibJe. This is 
the cafe, in fome degree, \\'ith all political meafures, 
without exception, yet I am mifiaken if it is not eminent. 
ly fo with reflleCl: to commercial. dealings. Commetce is 
excited, (Ii reeled, an(l carriecl on bJY interefi. Bllt do 
ilot miltake this, it is not carr~~(l on by general univerfal 
intercll, nor even by well informed national intereft, bu: 
hy immediate, apparent, and fenfible pt:rfonal intereft. 
I mufi: alfo obfervC!, that there is in mankind a fharp. 
fl1htednefs upon this fubjeCt: that is quite afionifhing. 

All Illen are not philofophers, but they are generaHy 
good judges of their own profit in what is immediately 
before them, and will uniformly adhere to it. It is not 
uncommon to fee a man who appears to be almoft us 

\T OLe I\T. H h 
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ficri.] ~~ :1 n~r.e. ~r:d:-~! he- @tall t~ lS adrc:t 30d der. 
trOl!S in m:lk!11~ a l'3"\:~~;11, or C,"(ll nll~~ e fo~ tfl~~n a Inln 
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n· ~~l~n, is je!s ~tttl~~ive to ~rit1in" .. (ir(\!11~fi:lnrts, lJ-:d . ~ 

lefs c!1\.icr the (\,\"fJ1f1lent of nlcall .1\\.1 :ctfifh ,"it\\"s. ~l,s 
"'-

to cur:ency .. \\ h:cn ~:iS l'(en our genera) :l.~t.tt if coins 
nf :my ~rticuttr f~ci~s ;';lpJXn.. 3S is fome,imts the 
cafe, to plfs at 3 rJt~, c,·er 10 litt!~ h,£.t:er, in Clle COl~n. 
tn-, ~r CO~J.er cf ~ c(\ur,!T\'" thsll 311o:1:er, thither the,- "'ill . . ~ ~ 

~:-:1mediatel, .. t1irc:a their COtlrie ; and if th~ In:tt~cr i~ n9t 
• 

atten<led to, nor the mifi3k~ rt~tificlJ~ tl:ev ,\~iil be III 
• 

th~re in 3 \·ery thort tinle~ ~nd the rlac~ \\ hieb rec~i, .. ts 
them mufl bear the lors. 

I "'lit reOl\" ium up, in fi(l~k pr~r<'fiti{\ns. the ftlhfilnc~ 
of what has been ;lift:rte .. J~ anli I htlp! fufficicntiy pr()n~, 
in the nrecedin~ diicollrfe. , 

(I,") It cu~~ht nvt to he: itnrtltCtl to 3cci:.!ent cr capric~ 
that ~o!d, tii\"er.. al~,l C()ri~t r~ fornleriJ~ ,\"ere, ~\11J the 
1\\·0 fir!1 fC':1:int:e to~, the 11~C(liun\ of ccn1ID:crce ; b!:t 
to t11e:r inl!ere!~t \ a!ue, jo~ne{l \l'ith cth~T I~rc·pert~(s, thit 
.c. h .' · 1" Th f "\...,' 1" lIt t lem lor C!TC\, ;!tlcn. llleTe.ore, :\ .. 1 t;:e 1 P<:C\l.,l!lr'":l~ 

furlnfG upon a CO:ltTlT}:' Juppofation, :ir~ incoI1Clufi\"e 111d 
abf~:rd. 

(~.) Go!{~ ~n(l fil,ger aTe f:r from, l~ein~ in teo fn1411 
qUantit}: at prcfetlt for ti~(: pl~rpo!e of ,1 cirClllating Ole· 
diun), in tr,e (Ollalnercldl naticns. TI1e 1all of thenl, 
viz, fiker, teems rather to be in too great quantity, fo as 
to r.e:ome i'~Ct~.1\-eI1ient for tran!i1ortation. 

(3-) the r:~ople of C':~ry nation will get the quantity of 
lhe:e prec:oLs nzetals, tllat tlley ure entitleli to ll~: their 
i~(luftr\9, ;r1(1 110 more. If b,,. an,· :lcci(lt:llt, as plunder J _ ~ 

in \\'ar, or l)[:-ro\,":ng fronl otl1er nati()I1S, or e\"lll filleling 
it in n1ints, tb~":· t.:ct more, they \\'il! not be allJe to keep 
it. It win in a fl:o:-t time, find its level. Laws againtl 
exporting th~ cein " .. in not prevent this. Laws of this 
killci, tll0u!!l~ the)- arc ililll11 force in fonle natiotlS, ft1rpo­
fed to be ,,"ife, ,·et are in themfel\!es r!(liculous. If ,·ou .. . 
inlport more lllan )9CU export, }90U mull: pa)~ tIle b;llaI1ce, 
or give up the trade. • 
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(oJ.) The quantitj' of gold and filver at any time in a 
nltioll, is no evidence of national \\-eaIt}l, uillefs }"OU take 
illtO cO%lliJeration the \\-ay in \\- 'lie!l it Cline there, allu 
tlJe probability of its continuing. 

(5.) No pap~r of any kind is, properly fpeaking, mo­
ney. It ought never to be made a lc:gal tender. It ought 
not ~o b;! forced upon ilny baJy, becaufe it cannot be for­
cerJ upon ~~r:)' bOt}}". 

(5.) GJIJ lnJ filver, fairly acquired, and likely to coo­
tin~l~, are real n,ltionaJ, as \\'ell as p~rfonal \vealth. If 
twice as much plper circulates with them, though in full 
credit, plrticular p~r1Gns may be rich"by poffdfing it, but 
the nltio!l in gelleral is Ilot. 

(1'} 1'ne cry of the fClrcity of money, is generally 
p~ltti:lg the effetl for the caufe. No bufiners can be done, 
il\" fa:ll\!, b~caufe mOlle)r is fcarce. It may be raid "titll 
more truth, money is fca~ce, b:::caufe little b~finefs is done. -\:-"et their int1uence, like that of many other caufes, and 
ttf~~ts, is reciprocal. 

(S.) l'il~ q!.!~ntity of current money, of whatever kind, 
will :lav~ all eif~~1: in railing tIle price of in~lu{lry, an(l 
bringing goods clearer to nlarket, therefore the increafe of 
the currency in any nation, by paper, \vhicb \\~iII not pars 
amO!lg ot~::r nations, makes the firfi coft of e\Ter}' tring 
they ~o gl .:ater, and of confequence, the profit leIs. 

(9.) It ~ 3 110\VeVer pollible, that paper obligations may· 
fo hlr flc~iitate commerce, and extelld credit, as by the: 
additional indllfirJ;, tllat the,! excite~ to over·balance the­
illjur}~ \vhich the:" (1c in other refpetts. Yet even the 
goocl itfelf may be over-done. Too much money Inay be 
emitt~J ev.:o upon loan, but to emit nl0nev allY other 
way, than UiJ011 loan, is to do all evii and no good. 

(10.) Th~ exceffive quantity of paper emitted by t~e 
diffC!rent fiates of America: will probably be a lois to the 
,\-hole. They call not however take a(lvantage of Olle 

iiiother in that \va}·. That Rate whirl, emits moll: \\:111 
lore mofi, atld 'Dice t;)~iJSL1.· 

(II.) lean feeno'\·~yin \vhich it can do good blJt 
one, \\~Ilich is to cleter other nations fronl trufiirlg lIS, ar.d 
thereby Idfen our importations j and I fincerely willi, th;lt 



in that way. it may prove in fome degree a relTh!rly for ita 
A)\vn tvils. 

(11.) Thore who refufe doubtful paper .. ar.d thereby 
difgrolce it, or pre\gent it$ circt:lation, are not t ~mits. 
but friends to their countrv. 

To draw to a conclufi~n, it is probable that thofe who 
perceive, ,,-hich it "-ill be eat); to do, that tIle author of 
this tra8 is not a merchant or trader, by proteffi,)n, wiD 
be read}~ to I:\y, \\-hat h;iS this gentleman to do \\-ith fuch a 
fubjetl? '\:hy {hollJd he ""rite upon \,-hat he h:1S ~10 prac. 
tical kno\vledge of, nlOne}- anti commerce? Iff,. thele I 
anf\\~er, tllat I ha\-e ,,"rilten, not as a merch:nt, bllt as a 
fcholar. I profds to deri\·e nly opinions from the beft 
civili,ln~ of this and the lall age, and from the hifiory of 
Jll ages, joined witn a pretty confiuerable ex perience and 
attel)lion to the efI'etls of l'olitical cautes, \\'ithin tile iP.'1ere 
.of my own f)b!~n·ation. ]1 is not en:n too much to jay, 
that one of the mercatltile proftffion, uillefs hi, views 
were very enlarged indeed, is not fo proper to handle a 
general fllhjt:a of this kind as fome others. His atten. 
tion is ufllally confined to the bufinef'S, anc, to the branch 
of that bufinefs in \\'llich he is en} plo}~ed. III that his 
difcemment will be clear, and he will find out, ir poffibl~ 
where he can bu}p cheapen. and fell dear~ft. But as to the 
theory of commerce, or the great objtds of national in. 
tereft or connexlon, he can ha\'e no ad\'antage at all over 
;1 perron given to fluel}: and refleCtion, who 'l~s fome ae· 
quaintance with public lite. 'Vith thefe remarks, by 
way of apolog}", and having no interefi in the lllaiter but 
what is common to every citizen, I freely commit th~ 
whoLe tp the judgJllent of th~ impartial rublic .. 
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IN TilE 

Sy"l10d of Glasgo,,'", 

/fb..71 I t;lQS f.lCtuud D./ h~i';g the At:thcl' I9r the E"/Ili. 
aslic .. li ~1;arc;ct~ristics • 

. ... 

IT cannot but give rm~ fome pain to think uilOn Diy be. 
ing ohlig~l to ftand at your bar, in rome fort as a 

paonel or accufe-J perf(~n. At the fame time, this ia 
greatly alleviated. by the confideration that I am now cal!. 
td t{) a regular defence of my charaCter, \\"hich has been · 
long abufed in the moll virulent manner, when I had no 
eppor~un!ty of fpeaking fJr myfelf. But Sir, before com .. 
ing to the particular ubjt!tlion \vhich has been pleaded be. 
fore you, it is nece[ary that I !hould endeavor to remove 
the great odium that has i:>een l by iome in tIle worlc, in. 
dufirioufly thrown upon me. Tilofe gentlemen at the 
bar, by whom I am now cont1rained to this apology, per. 
haps kno\v "'ho it \\·as that taugllt certain p~rfo·.I" who 
kn\!\V nothing of mc, to ;eprefent me as a firebrand, as 
violl~nt and contentious, unfit to be a lnember of any 
quiet focietv. 'fhis is a \~haraaer, Sir, \\-ilich I am moft 
!JnwiHing to bcarl and ,,-hich, if I am nQt greatly mifiakcn, 
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is mon unjuftly imputed to me, from any pan part of my 
conduCt. I call UJ'Oll all tllofe with \\'110m I ha\?e lived 
many }~cars in llrtfh):ter)', to f:1Y if the}: \vill lay tllis to 
Illy charge. The apo!He J:tmes tells us, that "if any 
" man oifcn(l not in \\-or(), tIle larrie is a perf~a man."--­
Perfetlioll I (10 tl0t ))I<::a(l; but allY ct>mparative ~uilt in 
this rerpett, I do abfolutely refufe. I call particularly up. 
on my neare:i neigJloor, a 11lilliflcr and co· prtfb},ter, \\"ho 
ought ~lrel}· to be an unfufj)eae(l \vitnefs, becau!e \Ve have 
hare}I}· e\~er agreecl in an}' 11rincil)le of thurch govern. 
ment; yet there hath not been the leafi jeaJoufy or dry. 
nefs bet\\geen -us as men, nor e\'en 3S Chriflians or nlinif­
tel's; anti }~et llitterence in Opillion 113S often caufed futh 
things between' very gl)od men. I have alro, Sir, been 
Rlany times a member of this S}·nod, fometinles when 
debates were pretty high, and may fafely ail)rm, that I 
have been as far trom inclifcretiofl an(i vioience as any of 
thofe \Vll0 accufe n1e. I \vas non!: of tllofe, in Apr;l 
1753, \\"hD, in the conl111ittee of overtures, fpun out the 
tinle purpofely \,tith I011g fi)eeches till the 1j;nocl's hour 
'vas COlne, antI tilet} \\lould not fuffcr tIle committee to 
COOle to any decilion; but llnlefs tIle, f}~no(l \vere imme. 
diately confiituted, threatened, with apparent paffion and 
1l1r}~, to withdra\\1, ,\nd confiitute a ieparatf! rYll()(1 altoge­
tl1er. Probably ~lr. P ~ and J\fr.l\1 , nla}- be able 
to inform }TOU \\~llQ the perfons \"Pt"re; aIlcl I allure }'OU 

from my own l~no\\'"lctlgc, that ruch conduCt in clerg}'"olen 
was vcr)t :l!lonifhing allc} offcnfi\.~e to JOlile of tIle Idit~' •. I 
have bee~l told tl1at ::it tIle adlniffioll of the Rev, l\Ir. Baine, 
in Paiiley, the perron \vho adnlitted him, alnong otller ad­
vices, tolll him to be\\tare of a party fpirit; and in this, ano­
ther member f:lili lle fi)ol~e tile f~llfe of tile \\·ilO!e preib),te. 
T}'. I am con\~inced tllere are lome perfons ,,-ho by a para 
ty fpirit Inean a perf 011 ba\7ing different pritlcilJl~s fro 0'. 

themfdves~ and that no meeknefs of temper, no purity of 
character, no hunnnity in his carriage, will in that cale~ 
Ewe au opponent from fuch an imputation. And ifby a 
})art)r fpirit l)e Ull(lerll('~d a regar(l to the perron as IDllCll as 
the caufe, and profecuting their OWI1 purpofcs in a violent 
and illesal x:n;\nner, without candor or charity to thele. who 
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djtT~r fronl tllCtn, I k110\V none \\: no hl\"C :\ jlln~r title to 
the charaClc:r than fOllle nlc;lllix; rs of th"lt r~\·t:~·t:(ld body. 
Several inHaJlces might be gi .. .-\!n in tht:~r paft conduft to 

juflify this obfervation; lome of which p.:rhaps I fbaH 
after\\·ar<.ls Inetltiotl; tIle rell are "'"ell ellougll kno\\·I), 
and indeed, it teems ~c be gelleraljy agreell b}- tIle \\"orld 
about rlleln, that they are llot o\·er patient of.nlixture. 

TJlis, Sir, very plai nl}~ ai}p\!ars frolll the calc 110W he­
fore j·OU. rrllis preib}"t.~r)" ha\te refuied lea\·e to grant e\t"en 
a call to Ine, upon a· i)retentatioll and Ullall:tllOllS al~pli­
cation from all concernecl; alld affig:l t)lis reafon for i~) 
tbat there is a report o.~ Illy being autllor of a book \Vilich 
the}' fay in their InJnlltcs is of G ver}· bac) tentJerlC}" to 
the ; .. lterefis of religion .. antI irltllriOllS to the cllaratlt:rs of 

. J 

!nany millifiers of this c:llurcil, 311(1 therefore tiley appoillt-
eel a comnlittee, &.c. l'.le injury ciol1e to tIle to;\~ll of Paif­
ley, it is the bufinefs of tl~e congregation to cOflll>lail) ot~ 
aud tlley have done it, and '\-lit for redrt:fs from you. 
TJe illjury done to me, I beg lea\?e, in a fe\\l \\'"of(ls, to 

repref~nt to tllis velleral)l~ S}'no-:l.-i\nd Jlere, Sir, 1 (10 

Ilot complain of their takii1g into conlideratioll any book 
"that they 1h~I1 be pleafed to think contrary to t;'c imcrefis 
of Religior., and fhould have beel. \,-ell fatisfieu to hear of 
a motion for cenfuring irrelig~olls hooks COlre from that. 
quarter.-I \villi if eVer it come frolll an)· quarter they 
Dla}' faithfully infpett it. But fir, I COlll{));}i.l t~at tJley 
have joined my name to a certain book \vith \vl!ich they 
are not pleafed, anti tll~n !"lave paffell a fs!ottnce con(lem­
ning it,- \Vllen I \vas not and could not regtllarly be b~t()re 
thefn. This is a cafe that may ha,,,,e importallt confequen. 
ces. All I defire is equity and" juflice, and that furely I 
have a right to claim. rrhe prefl)ytery of Painey. Sir, had 
a right to accufe rne if they pleated before the prdhytery 
of \\'hich I am a member. But they had no ri~!lt at aJl to 
condemn, or even (0 ju{tge n)t!, tllemfelves, and Inucil 
lefs when I was not hcard.-Perhaps it will be f.lid they 
have nut found me guilty. but propoted a peaceable nun· 
ner of tr}Ying ,v'nether I \\"as fa cr not; but Sir .. 11ar"e they 
not !ou!lti tl}' tileir ft!llte:1ce the rele'i:illc)r of t!le crilne, a. 
gainfl which, as wdi as the proof, any acc~fed p::rfon has 
a right to be lleard. 



Toe injury t!Jey ll:lve d~n~ mc. and the unjufl and h".: 
nnnicsl method of ~heir procttdin,s. appear in !he m~R 
evident manner from ihe fi~l)atioll in \\-hich I no\\- nand • and the mannerofthecaufe bei:1gpJearlell before J'ou--\·ou 
fee with what diflicllJt\· they \,-ere hindred, or rat~er th~t . . 
they could n\)t be hindered. from entering into the Ir.er:ts 
oi the caufe, and endr!3\!orin~ to ~rfu:l!}e the S)"n~ to 
eondenln this book to \\'hich they have joined n11 name, 
before they halle fo mllch as Jet me kno\\· the natt!t"e and 
form of the pr .Jeers 3~ainfl me, and \vhen I have had no 
opportllni~- :0 fee and anfwer their ,harge.-rrhis is .. 
gainft all rule. for by the iorm of procefs it Ollgllt to haTe 
begun at the prdbytery of Irvine; aiid whether it be tl. 
ken up upon the footing of a fi,miJ ciamosa't or a libel 
from a particular accuter.. there mull Rill be ,-irtualJya 
Jibel in the view of the court---But b:? bringing it in here1 

in the manner they have done, and pleading upon it, they 
are endeavoring to get a Jaw made, as it were ex pest 
facto, upon \~llich I may i'le c('tl(lemned hereafter; and 
they have r~duced me to the neceffity of pleading in de. 
fence of a book with which I do not, nor ever did pretend 
any connexion, unlet's I \votlld gi\~e a fanClion \0 a me. 
thocl of proceed;n~ pregnant \vith tyrann}' and injufiice. 
So that thou~h I rom~ to the SynOd for jufiice it is really 
hardly poffible fo; you ftllly to grant it, becaufe you can. 
not wholly uaderftand the bad efle8s of the Prefbytery'9 
wrong procedure. I am fenfibie Sir, that it would be gi~ing 
\"P the very point wh!ci~ I an} chiefly t~ plead, if I fhould 
enter into the merits of the Callie fo far as til confider the 
particulars contained in this book; whether they are juft 
or unjllfi, true or f~lre. Bllt 1 mllfi: beg leave to confider 
a little in general wlletIler the crime of wliich tIle}1 think 
proper to fufpeCt me was fo certainly and far-evidently re· 
levant that they nlight take it for gra11ted, and aut:rt it in 
their minutes, withrut fo much as having the book before 
them, or mentioning the offenfive paffa!!cs; which I fhould 
think \Jlere tlecefTary even it) tIle ,,'orfl book that C~11 be 
conceived-and to aU'1is join my name without fufftring 
nle to be heard. 



And here, fir, , fh'luld think that mod~lly and cam. 
moo deCetlC}· I'l,~llt Ilavc icJ theln to (Jcterlllille otller\vife, 
had th~y flot llefore ti)~lllfcl\'es tile unallilnous application 
of I Jarge and :lUtnerOl.:s Jkople to call nle to be their mi~ 
niller. Dill not thel~ (leOlllc: kl)U\~~ of the rumour of Iny 
tk:ing author of this bovk before they entered into this rc· 
iOlution, an() are thev all fo a~n\IO!led as to call an ene. 

... ." .. 

my to all rules to woltdl far their foals? Did not the prer. 
hytery know that thl! Ikrfon iil fufpc:ttc:d had been a mem. 
ber of a prdbyt~ry for lome years aftet the fufpicion be. 
gan? that he had been a member of thia Synod with 
tbcmfelvea, nay a nlenlber of th~ Sllpreme Court af this 
(herch, and no f)t)tice taken of it all? NaYt are they fo 
igncrant as 09t to ktlOW that a very great lnajority of this 
ililion find no fault with the book at alll -and any perfon 
protCffing himfelf the author would not thereby in the lea~ 
rlegree forfeit their efieem. Pray fir, was it, is it, could 
it be jufi in this caf:: t to conclude it criminai without dt:.. 
bate or examination? I mean not by this to jufiify the 
book in e\~ery particuJar j perhaps if it comes to be exa-a 
mined I may join in condemning it, at leaR. fome parts; 
but I infift that this fhows the precipiratenefs, the !Jartiali­
ty and injufiice of the Preibytery, in the fentence which 
they pa[ed. It looks as if they themfelves were firuck at 
in the performance and a8:ed as intetefled perfons; and 
indeed I would glaclly a(k them whether they thin·k them­
felves pointed at in the pamphlet; and if they think fO t 

and at the fame tiDle alcribe it to me, wllether it is jtlft 
and equitable that they Ibould be my judges who are fup­
pofed to be aggrieved? 

There is another general COL.Lderation that {hews how 
unjufi and precipitate this fent~nce was, and that there is 
really no belief of the thing being fo crim~nal as tlley 
have taken for grant(~d, amv,lg thofe who mull be mon un· 
prejudiced and impartial judges. It i$ read in England, 
and the prefbytery of PaHley do or may knoW', the fcnti· 
ments that are entertained of it there. I Ilave bet~n well 
informed that the prefent Bifhop of London, in conv~rfa­
tion with a Nobleman of our own country, gave it great 
commendation; and withal added, it teems I)n1, c1irv..lcd 

VOl., 1\'. I i 
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at a certain party in the! church of Scotland, bo~ ~~e lhnt 
not very many in tIle Church of Enbland, to whom the 
chara6ers are very app1icahle. And Sir, I have feen a 
Jetter from the Re1'. Mr. ","Tarburton to a minifter in Scot. 
Jand, and it has been fc:en by fe\-eral minifiers 11ere pre­
fent, in \vhich he commends the performance, and par. 
ticularly caBs it a fine piece of raillery againfi a )l!lrty, to 
which fa}-s he, \,"e are no firanJ!ers here--Is it to be fup­
pored fir, that ditlinguifhed perfol1s for worth and penetra­
tion, would commend and approve a fhing fo evidently 
criminal as the prefb~·tery of Pailley arc: pleafed to think ...... 
Are perfons of the cilarafter there reptefented to be f«mnd 
in the Church of Ellgland? Where tben is the Church of 
Scotland's charter of ft:curity that none Olall ever ante in 
her deferving fueh a reprimand? fhall rueh names (t.S thefe 
mentioned openly affirm that there are ruch in England? 
and mull the man be condemned ,\'ithout hearing and 
without mercy WllO is but fllfpeCled of Itinting that there 
'may be fueh in ber filler chllrch? I have oiten indeed tinct 
the commellcement of tIllS bufinefs refleCted on the <liffer. 
ent fituatioll 01 affairs in Scotland and England. I have 
feen, J know not how many books in England, printed 
with tIle atJthors names, \\'hich plainly alld \\-ithout am­
biguity affirm that th~re are fome of the clergy proud, 
ambitious, time- fervers, alld tools to thofe in power; fome , 
of thenl lazy and llothfu), )O\lers of eale anti pleafure; 
fome of them fcandalous and dijfo}ute in their manners; 
fome ignorant and infufficient. ~\nd thefe tllings they af. 
firm without the lean danger, or apprehenfion of it: but 
I believe, were I to publifh a book that had the tenth part 
of rueh feverity in it in Scotland, I ought at the fame time 
to have a fbi)) l1ired to flee to another country. I rnall not 
pretend to account for tllis difference, but only affirnl, 
and I am myfe1f a {landing evidence, that it doth really 
rublifl. And at the fame time it is attended by a very odd 
circumfiance, for reproaches are criminal when thrown 
-out by ~ne fet againfl the other, but not in the leafi fo, 
'when thrown out, or thrown baek, hy that other againft 
~)he firfi-l\1Any here prefent will remember what a fet of 
o\'ertures were brought into this Synod in April 1753, by 
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fomt of the very perfons \\-ho are now fiandin~ at the bar; 
one of them fet forth {he grievous crime of bringing our 
public differences with one another into the pu!pit: and 
yet, Rrange to think, the only fermon that ever I beam 
in DIy life in whicl) this \\'as (lone~ was by one of my pre. 
rent accufers, who, Sir, iell bloodily upon thofe minillers 
who ba\\-l out againfl the Jaw of the land as a grievance, 
inllead of giving it that obeJience Wllich becomes good 
{objeCts. It indt!ed was his ignorance to find fault with 
that expreffion, which i~ ufed even by the facred iniailiblc 
GeReral Affembly, in the annual irltlruEtions. to their 
commiffioners. Is it not alfo \Veil known, that a pam­
phlet \Vas publifhed. called " The Juft View of the Con­
ftitution," \vhich ct)mmon, uncontra(iitled fame, which 
is not my cafe, attributes to Mr. H , and pub­
lilhed many months before the one for which I alU no\y 
accufed. This pamphlet reprefents us aU in general as 
not acting upon coniCiellce, but from a Jove of popularity, 
or in the words of the ingenious Mr. T of Gowan~ 
c, not cO~lfcience, but a [pirit of faction and a love of do­
minion." And befides this, it tells a {lorv, which it calls .-

a fcene of iniquity, with the initial letters of the names of 
the perfons concerned. \Vas ever this pamphlet charged 
by thefe gentlemen. my opponents. as contrary to the in­
tereft of religion? At the fame time, I fJkouid be glad to 
know \\'hat i, is that makes tIle difcovery of a fcene of ini. 
quity, if committed by forne whom I mun not name, 
contrary to the interefi of religio!l; but the .difcovery of a 
fcene of iniquity, fuppofed to be committed by Mr. \Veb. 
fier, or foole others of us, nothing contrary to it at s11. I 
1m not able to difcover any reafon for this difference of 
judgment, but one that is not very honorable to them, viz. 
There fcenes of in!quity, fuppor~d to be committed by 
them, are more probable in themfelves, and aCtually ob-

, tain more credit, than thore which they throw out againft 
us. I do not affirm that that is the rearon, but I think, 
fi~ce they have been the aggre[ors, both in cenfuring us 
for fcrupling obedience to fome of their decifions and at­
tacking our charaCl:el's in print, if fome namelefs author 
has with great ~,,!ccefs ~eta~iated the injury o~ the 1aft kind, 
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they ought to lie as quieti)· under it as poffible~ ooth from 
.equity and pnldence from equity becaufe they have gi. 
ven the pro"ccaticn ; from prudence, becaufe it .-m bring 
many to fay, that charge muft have been juR, or it would 
bave been treated with contempt.-Surdy tha.t firoke 
mull have been w~Jl aimed-the woulld muft have been 
"ery deep, fince the fear continues fo long, and is never 
like to be either for)!otten or forgiv~n. 

But, Sir, I mull COllfefs i am amazed at the boldnefst 

as \\-ell as the violence of thofe ~ntiemen~ conGdering the 
land in ,,-nie)} we iive. ]~ it not~ an(! do we not glory in 
its being a land of hberry? Is it then a land of ciril Uber­
ty and }ret of ecclefiaflical tyranny? ~(I!Jn O(,! a man hive 
.t<}uity and juflice in the ~hurch" as we)) as the flate? Are 
there Dot eyery day publifhed in this nation_ as fe~ 
nay much feverer ctnfutes of the ~at~ft charaetrs in 
the kingdom, and (l()ffdiing the higheft offices? Arc: there 
not attack. upon our fovereign himfelf, and his auguR fA. 
mily, many times made in print,and yet patTed unh~~dedl 
And mou the lean attempt to fhow that there :irc eomlp. 
~ion. among the clergy be an unpardonabie crime? I have 
ken it infified on in print, that as foon as the libeft)' of 
the pters is taken a\\1ay t there is an end of e,·ery fhadow of 
Jibt:rty~ ~nd as oflate }'ears it hath been very frequent 
to borrow from wbat is cufiomary in the ti~il gQ\'emment. 
lnd apply i~ to t~ church, I filal} beJ( l~a\"e to borrow 
this mat]m, and to affirm, that fo C.'lOti as it is not pere 
In;tt~i i~ gel!~ra! to la{h tile charaaers of chtlrchment 

there is efiablifhed a facerdotai tyranny. which always 
was, and ~l\y.ays will be, of the In()fi: cruel, reJentJefs, and 
'illegal kind. But the worn of all is liiH behind, which I am 
afham~d to mention in the prefi:nce of (0 many of the 
laity, beca'ufe of the reproach which it brings upon our 
thurch~ Thert have heen publifhed among us, writings 
di~ttly tevelJed againft reli~drn iHelt: taking away the 
very fonndation of moraHty, bringing in doubt the being 
'~f G()d, and treating our Redeemer's name wlth contempt 
.nd d¢rifion. '\\itinp-s of this kind have been publicly 
,vowed, with the author's name prefixed.. \\:here hal 
'~n ~n. ~eal of tbe prefbytery of Paiiley againtl fuch 
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writings? Have they moved for the exerc~re or difciplice 
againft the authors? Have they rupport~d th~ motion 
when made by others? I am afrai(l, Sir, tIlls profecution 
will ~ive many jufi ground to fay, as was faid &0 age ago 
by )loliere in France, and by lome there upon occafion 
of his writings, thtlt a man may write againft God Almigh­
ty what he pleafes, in p~dett fecurj~y; but if he write 
againll the charaaers of the clergy in po\V~r, he is. ruined 
for ever. 

I aln f~nfibie, Sir that they have raid, even at this bar, 
as indeed they and their emnliuaries in converfation have .. 
oft~n anedged~ that the quarrel they have at the pamphlet .. 
is its hurtful tendency to the intc:refi of religion: nay, 
they ha\ge often raid that one who could write in that 
fiyie and manner againfl: his brethren, cannot poffibly be 
a good m3n; and that has been commonly faid even upon 
the fuppofition of the truth of the faas and charaBers con .. 
tained in the book. This, Sir, I would have had nothing 
to do wittl, but would have fuiFered the book to anfwer for 
itr~!f, fince its author does not think proper to appear in 
its de"en~, if they had not been pleafed to loa(l me with 
the fufpicion of it. For removing this odium. by which 
alone it is that tIle}· ha\·e macle a~ impreffion on fome 
good men, I obferve in general, that it is not conceivable 
that a thing fhould be a certain mark of a bad man, which 
is ai:proved by, and conveys no fu~h idea to, fo ~reat a 
number of unquefiionable charaHers. But befilles, let 
us confider a little tbe nature of tIle thing---I. It is u1rit­
ten ironicall},. 2, It is fuppofe(l to attack the charac­
ters and credit of a part af the clergy of the church of 
Scotland. As to tile firfl of t}lefe, far be it from me to 
ailert that ridicuie is the ten of truth; many here prefent 
krl0\V I10\V unil~1rmly, an(l how frrenlloufly I have main. 
tained tIle contrlry: it is 110wever nlany times' ufeful to 
(liigrace known fallell0()(!, allel fllCl1 praB:ices as to be def. 
piled need oniy to be expored; that it is a lawful thing 
to make fllCll an ufe of it, is eviclent from ~Ile 11igllefi: au­
thorit},. rrller~ are nlany in(lances of irony in the f:1crecl 
,,'rilings. In Gen. iii. :!l. we have an expreflion put 
into the mouth of God hi~itir. which many, pcr!l;lps mon 



interpreters. filppofe to be an irony; :lnd as it is of the 
moil revere: an(l Cllttillg ki!ld, ill a 11101i (lc:plorable cale, fo 
I do not fc:~ that allotilt:r interpret:)tion C311 be put upon the 
worus.-" AntI the LorJ God Jai(), belloi(l tile mall is be. 
I:. come as Olle of lIS, to kllO\V gootl alld evil." 1"'Jle con. 
uua of Elij.lh, and his trcatmtnt of the prophets of Bila), 
I Kln~s·xviii. ],-7. is atlother exainl11e of tile faole kind; 
", A~ld it came to p.ds at noon, th~t Elijah mocktd them, 
... an~l raitl, Crv aloud: for he is a god, t:ither he \s talking, 
" or he is pllrillitlg, or he is in a jourrley, or perad\~en. 
,~ tllre he flt:ep~th, and "luft be a\\'aked." There are a 
good many infiances of it in the prophets, 'Vhich I omit 
to tilve tim~, as tIle thillg i~ 1111deniable, and oilly ftlrther 
mellticll an eXllrefliotl of our Saviollf himjelt~ \vho though 
a n13n of forrows anti in a {iate of h!lnliliation, }'et in 
fome places lll~s a Jan~ua~e plainly ironical, 2S in John 
x. 31. u l\Itmy good works have I fhewed you from my 
,~ ji'dther, for which of tht!l~ works do ye fione me :" 
- Arl(l as the illfiatlces of fllCll \Vrilillg in tIle \vord of 
GOll fuffi~i~n!l~{ '"varrailts tile ufe of it, 10 it is tOllnde(1 

J 

upon the pJaincft reafon. There are two diflinCl quali-
ties of trutl1 atl<.l Iliet}' ; a divine l1etlllty, \Vllicll renders 
them amiable, al1u a 110ly nlajefl}', \vhi~ll renders theln ve­
nerable :-and there are aJfo two diHinB: qualities of er­
ror atl(l impi~t}J; a crirTJi11al gllilt, \vhirh renders them the 
ohj~a of horror, and a delu/ion and folly, which renders 
theln filly aml conteolptible-ilIlll it is fit a!l(l proper that 
tIle cllil(lren of Go(l {hollle} lla\le both of thefe fentilnellts 
of hatre(l antI COlltelllI)t \vith regar(l to them. Al1d tile lall 
is often necelfary, as \vell as the firfl, ill combating cor­
rUI)tiotlS. rrllere is for ordinary, a pride aile} felf-fuffici. 
ellCY ill \vickecl mell, \vhich makes them deaf to advice, 
all(i i:npregnable to fober aIlcl feriolls reafonitlg, nor is 
tllere allY gettirlg at thenl till tllere I)ridc is levelled a 
little \vitll this clif,naying \veapon. l\·lany of the ancient 
f~ltllers of tIle Crlriflian church, both ufed this marlner of 
\vriting, ancl afl~rteu its neceffity. There is one paffage 
of l'ertullian, \vJlich I filall trallflate, becau[e it .is very 
nHlch to the purpole. "There are many things which 
ollght to be treatt:u with contempt and mockery, through 



255 

kar of giving them ''''eight, and makinJ! them ~oo impor­
tant, by fc:rioufiy \lebilting them. ~otl~ins more is dll~ 
to vanity d:an dcrilion; .md it be!OIl{!S to the trG~h 10 

fmile ~caufe it is cilcarflll, al~d to (leii):f~ its tntll::t5 

becaufe it is affureJ of vidory. It is true tit.lt we ought 
~o be careful that the raillt r)~ be 110! )0\'- an(1 lin \\·orth)p of 
the truth; but if tllat is ta\:Cll c .. \r~ of .. an,} \\t~ carl make 
ufc: of it "-itll addrefs anci :It:licac}·, it is a (lut)· to (10 fo." 
To this I fhall add another paftlcit: from St. Augt.fiine­
~, \':'110 \\'ill dare to Ja\p tll~,t tIle trlltll Ou~llt ttl renla:n (Je-

~ ~ 

fencelefs againfi tIle attacl~s of falJehoo()? Tllat tile elle-
mies of religion filall l)e l~ernlitted to terri f)- tIle LlitJ)lul 
with firong words, and to e'[ltice and feduce them by agree­
al)le terlllS of \vit; but tl1,lt belie\!ers Ot,gllt Ilt\'er to 
,vrite, but \vith fuch a coli.Ilefs of fi)-le as to lull the rea(ler 
afieep t" 
, Enough fUTely has been faid in defence of the manner 
of \vritillg; al1d as to tIle 1ul1jet1 of it, att~1ckiJlg the clla­
rlCters of clergymell, I arfl altoget!ler at a lors to kll0\V 
what is that argument in rea~on, or thatpr~cept in fcriptuf~, 
which makes it criminal to cenfure them, when they d(­
ferve it. rrhat their ilatio[, like that of al1 other perfons 
of influence or ill public enlplo)"lncllt, fllould make Inen 
v~ry tender and clutious h:)w they take up an evil report 
againfi: them, and never to (10 it, except Ui)Oll goO<.lgroul)(l, 
I allo'AT; but \Vllen the CllUlC}l is real}\:r ba(), I holel it ~s a ., 

jutl principle. that as it is i'l them doubly criminal, and 
doubly pernicious, fo it oU)2ht to be cxpo!ed with double 
feverit}7. !Ailcl this is fo fIr f~·OJ11 bting COlltrary to tIle 
irlterefls of reli~ion, that nOllling call be 1110re 11onorat)le 
1(1 it, than to flle\V that there are fO!lle 10 l)o!(l ~1S to re­
prove, and fo faithful as to withHand. the corrupions of 
O\hers. Ho\v far iecret \\~icke(lnefs 1110ul(1 l)t! cOllCtalt'~lt 
arlel Ice11cs of irliquity not lai(l ol)en, aT1!.1 /olill turllccl in­
to fcandal in minillers, is a mZltter thut wOldd require it. 

very careful and accurate diiCuffion, and admit of Ill.my 
e}i:ccF/tions; but if ill all)' cafe errOlleous (loClrine, or (le. 
ge~neracy of lite, is plain al1(~~ \'ifil))e, to ret1tlcr tllerl) COll1. 

nl.etely o(lious, InuIt 11e a c.llrt~~; al1cl \Vllen it is l~ot C10llC, 

it makes men conclude we ,In:: all combined tOJethtr, l:kt; 
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Demetrius and the craftfmen, and more concerned foront 
own power and credit, thall the interefi and llenc:fit of 
tbore committed to our chargl!. Thore who think that no 
good man can attack the chara8er of the c)erso', I w\>uJd 
jun remind of the attack mlde upon the Jefuits in France, 
abollt one hundrecl }Jears ago, b}1 the gentlenlell of tile Port 
royal, a fociety of Janfenifis, of weat parts and eminent 
piety; particu!arly by Monfieur ~fcal. in his provincial 
Jetters, \\,hich are wr!!ten almofi: entirely in the \\-a}' of ri. 
dicule. And the very objeCtion was made a~ainfi them by 
the Jeruits at that time, that is now made againfi this piece. 
\ViII any man no\\' conclude from them, that Pafcal was 
a bad man, whom all hifiory tefiifies to have been as pious 
and unbiaffed to the world as any of his time? 

I hope, fir, what Ilath ~en f.i,l thus in general, on the 
fpecies of writing .. and the fubjeCl: of this book, \\"ill con. 
"inee every impartial member of this S)Ynod, that the 
Pretbytery of Painey bave aCted in a mon unjufi and iL 
legal manner, in paffing the fentence they have done up. 
on it in my abfence, and without any examination. It is 
necelfary that I fllould now a1fo fpeak a little to the me. 
tb~d of enquiry which they refolved upon, by appointing 
a committee of their number privately to interrogate me~ 
And indeed, fir, the metllou is fo filII of abfurdity and ty­
ranny, that I kno-\v not 1rvell \vhere to begin in fpeaking 
upon it. They 11a\'e no where illdee(l told what were to 
be the confequences, if their fufpicions were found to be 
jull. Perhaps the Prefbytery of Paifley would have pair. 
~d fentence of depofition againft me in my abfence, which 
"-·!..;uld have been but ending as they began, contrary to 
law and jufiice. BlJt, whatever were their particular in. 
tentions, by their violent and illegal firetche~ of power 
in falling upon it, they were plainly of the worfi kind ;-, 
anel it always put me ill mind of a Fryer of the Inquifi~ion, 
with an unhappy perJon before them, whom they want to 
corlviet, tllat tlley may burn 11im, flroking hinl, and faying 
to him in the fpirit or meeknels, Confers, my fon,confefs. 

Sir, if there gentlemen fuppofe:d me endued with the 
lean degree of COmmO!l llnclerflanrJing, this metbmd \vas 
excdlively abfurd; and whether they did or 11ot, it wa, 
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fun of injufiice. This committee being appointed by 
th~ court, al1l1 the appoil1t')1~Tlt ill~erted 011 the r( cor,'s of 
the Pre£bytery~ I jtlli alK. \\'er~ thty not to mi~ke a rc'port 
to the next meeting of the Pr~'fb!·t~r)·, of all thtir pri\' .. \te 

cOllverfation \\·ith me? \v· ould 110t this alfo he jl1~r(llrt:d 
in the minutes, and make a pclrt of the proct:fs lillller 

their cognizance? Could I be pr~ftnt at tht:ir ntxt 
, meeting, to t"e the J~afl check or controul tlPOI) their re­

port? or would they regard any of my corrtctions of their 
committee's report, if I c{)IJJd? In this fituation, no 
man of comOlon fenre \vould have had an,· cOllvc:rf .. ltion 

, ~ 

with them but bj'" writillg, [0 that he mi~ht he fure no-
tbing would be repe ~te~ but his own words. For I would 
Dot truLl the mon impartial perfon in the world to report 
any converfation with me, upon a matter in which he 
feemed to be keeniy il1terefied, or to have very different 
fentiments from me. The power of prejudice would 
give a tincture to the reprefentation; nay, the leaft for. 
getfulnefs would create fome variance. And if they fupe 
pored me fimple enough to converfe with them, what 
muft they have been, to take ruch advantage of my lim. 
plicity ? 

Further, fir, this method of enquiry was very' abfllrd, 
becaufe felf-contradictory. rI'hey load a man with the 
fufpicion of writing a book contrary to the interefi of re. 
ligion, and containing many fa.Ilhoads; and then they 
pretend to alk this man if he had done fo, faying that they 
will be well fatisfied if he 1hall deny it. Tht:fe fuppofi. 
lions deftroy one another. If h is veracity be f(j) entirely 
to be depended on, either he 111urt not be the author of 
the book, or it is impaffible it C,ln contain the fallhoods 
that are alleged! for if he will lit! in print to ,defame his 
brethren, he will furely never fcruple to lie in converfa. 
tion to fave himfelf from ruin., Therefore, fir, I do af. 
firm, that appointing a committee to confer with me, 
was highly abfllrd, or Jefuitically cunning. For if my 
word is fo much to be depended on, as they give out, it is 
a ~lear and cotnpleat vindication of me from their charge, 
and that out of their own mouths. But perhaps they 
Were more cunning ~ban abfurd, and intended firft to make 
VOL.~ IV. K k 
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me deny the ~hing formally, and then adduce it as a proof, 
,nd to aggravate the crime. 

But, fir, th:!y pretend that in this they are only in the 
fplait, and following the rules of the Gofpe1; particularly 
that ru!e of our Saviour, " If thy brother trefpafs againO: 
thee," &e. It is furprifing to )lear any fpeaking in the 
name of fuch a bod}T, make ute of this argument. I would 
not give my judgment for having a man to preach the 
Gofpel, who is capable of giving fuch an interpretation 
to that text. It evidently and undeniably relates only 
to private offence or perfona] injury. "If thy brother 
" trefpafs againfi thee, go and tell him his fault between 
"thee and him alone; if he hear thee, thou haft gain. 
" ed thy brotllt:r." Here, fir, -nobody has any thing to 
do with it but the perfon injured; if by confeffion or 
reparation, he is fatisfied, the matter is ended~ But will 
any man fay that this is to be applied to cafes public in 
their nature, and againft \vhich, if true, a procefs and 
public cellfure is intended? If any of the Prefbytery of 
Paifley, fuppofing themlelves pointed at in that bookt 
had previoufly come to me \\"11en the report rofe; or fup. 
pofe they had at any time, as private perfons, fpoke to 
me on the fubjeCt-they \\lOllld have found no man more 
ready to comnlune with them, and give them all fatisfac'. 
iion due from one Cbriflian to another. But, fir, after 
proceeding as a court in the manner above reprefented; 
after illegally finding it criminal, and making it the ground 
of flopping a fettlement; then to appoint a committee 
privately to interrogate me, as to the faCt-it is, in my 
humble opihion1 a violation of jufiice for them to attempt 
it, a perverfion of the word of God to btlild it upon that 
text; and it would be yielding up the natural rights of 
mankirld if I lhould be fo tame as to fllbnl it to it. 

Again, fir, they pretend that their conduCt is e·xaClly 
conformable to the form of procers and the praCtice 
founded upon it in the cafe of other fcandals, where the 
very firfi means of proof is dealing with the accufed per .. 
fon's confcience, to bring him to a confeffion. And here, 
:fir, I mull fay, before this Synod, that I am not only 
llumbly willing to frand or fall by this form of procefs; 
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but that I am refolved to affc:rt and maintain my rjg~t to 
be judged by it, and by it alone, and not by the arbitrary 
proceedings of L.me modern clergymen. A generJI obfer. 
~i .. ~l"n is nece1fary here, that this f('rm of procers doth uni­
verl.:liy proceed llpon icandaJs, th~ rel~-vancy of which is 
ackno\"ledged and cannot be denied. Now, this is by no 
means t:,e cafe here, as is evident from my continuing 
fa long in the minifterial character, after the rife of the re. 
port, as well as many other confiderations fuggefied above; 
and therefore,. at any rate, the relevancy mull be firft 
.proved, before there can be any propric~i of afkin6 for a 
confeffion and dealing with the confcicnce. It is true, 
they have in tlltir millutes found the relevancy; bilt whe­
ther this has been accordillg to the rules in the forml of 
procefs, I could almcfi allow even themfelves to be judg. 
es; for I dare fay they would hardly do it a iecond tisne. 

But 110W, after we have lc:ft tllis in its full force, let us 
fuppofe that the matter objected, were only of a fcanda.. 
lous nature, and let us ~o to the 7th chapter in the form 
of procefs concerning minifiers, and fee whether the me­
thod there prefcribed llas been obferved in this cafe. 
But, fir, as the whole aBair is full of irregularit}r, and in­
volved in darknefs and COnflJlfion by the precipitate or art­
ful conduC\: of the Prelhytery ; fo there is a particular diffi­
culty which arifes fro~ the Ilrange and ambiguous light 
in which they appear. Thofe who read the flile and direc­
tions of the forrn of proc:efs, will plainly fee that {uch a 
cafe as that now before you, was never contemplated by 
the compilers of it. It iii diflicult to fay whether they are 
to be confidered as private Chriftialls offended and accu. 
flng, or the occafion of thf~ acc:ufation, or as a church court 
taking the affair under their cognizance for judgment. 
'l'hey feern to have confidered themfelves as both. This 
I can never yield to; but: they 1hall b~ at l~berty to be ei. 
ther of them they think proper. And fo I fuall confider 
them firll: in the one light, Mild then in the other. 

1ft. If they be confidered as Chrifiiansoifended, and 
the accufers or occafion of tile accufation, the rule is to 
be found in the 4th part of the 7th chapter of the form of 
procers, "All ChrHlians,~" &c. Here then, fir, I tom. 
.' .. .. - . - .. 
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pt~in of them, t1ia~ they ha"e not done as ChriRians, not 
evel) \\-hat th~,· rc:toivcd to do as a COllrt, and 'Verv much 

# ~ 

out ot time. H..lve they b-:en \Vary in accufing me? H'lVe 
th~y abllain~d from publ~fhing Of fpreading the fcandal ? 
Have: th(!y thefe thr~e years fly-pan, converfed with me 
en th(! fllbj~tt ~ Ibve they not in the controverfy every · 
,,·!;ere c:,lIeJ it a heillOt)S crim~; though they knew that 
"':as far frolll be~ilg )!ent:ralJ,~ yiel()ed, and wou)(l not pro­
htbly be yielded hy me? Nay, now infiead of privately 
coolJ'"erfil1g with Il,e, cJllrinS! tIle fe\!'~n \veek. deJa}? of the 
afl'tir. \\'ithout "ffi~~llin~ a reaton, ha,·e the}' not record-
ed it in their reviiler? Ha\:e they not macle it a part of & 

proc~fs. (lifqllali~vin~ m::: for a call? I leave anyone to 
judle whetht:r this w as tollowin~ the rule laid down in the 
foro) of proceis. Befities, tlley aa not on Iy as private 
r.e~fUllS, but jll(l~es; or at leafl are making the enquiry 
thenllelt-t:s, that thc:y illd}l' kno\l.' wtether tiley may defire 
the Prt:fb)"tery of Irvine to do it after them. 

2-d. ut us cOl1fi<ler thell) as a church court, taking 
the attclir lind~r their cognizetnce for judgmellt. Here to 
be fure t there is a montlrous impropriety. For, fuppo. 
fill~ theR} to have taken ever fo jull fleps in other re. 
fIle t): s, I was never before tll~m, I calloot be before them, 
1 am not rul~etl to them. Yet, fir, as it cannot be be. 
fore the S}'nod in any other ,yay than they have been 
pleafed to take it up in; let us fee how agreeable it is to 

tile tarm of procefs, and w tlether tll~y are reatly to deal 
with Ille !()r a confeffion. rrhe fornl of procefs metltions 
tl1ree ways of taking IIp a fcarldal agJinfi a Ininifler. 1'he 
tYrO nrti none pretei1ds to il0!(1 in this cafe. The Iall is, 
part 3, ]all clau;e, '\ that the janlll c/tlmOsa," &:c. Now, 
can any ~r)an fay that this condition holcls in the prt:fent 
cafe, 1s this 10 fCandalolis in tbe eyes of the people. that 
a Preibytery would be reproached if they let it patS- If 
thc:re be any fuch·fama, it is very filent; for I never 
hear(l of an)" fatllt fOUlld \vith tile J)rCfb)ltery of Irvine, to 
wllOln it natUTal}" ftll to do it. On tIle contrary ~ I do 

J • 

aflirrn, herault: lam able to prove, that the Prefb} tt:!ry of 
Paifi~y's taking it up, with very many, brings n:pmach 
upon Ihem. Again, do they follow the rule prefcribed 
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even when that condition exifts) Have they enquired 
into the rife. ocr...afion, branches and grounds of thisfama 
.:Iamosa. Ttlis they were the more boUl1d to do, that it 
is far from being an uncontraditledfama; fo far from- if, 
that the ver}" prevailingfilnuz is Ilot that I a.n the authoa-, 
but [onle hOlY concerned in it. Tlle}~ thenlfelves exprefs 
it [onle fuell \vay in tJleir minutes. 1'his makes all the ar. 
guments about their paffing over the rel~vaRcy, every way 
liron)!; becaufe a "lan might have fome acceffion to the 
publifhing of a book in which fome very bad things were; 
and without examination or 1pecif}ling \"hat this acceffion 
\\'as, it would be very lIard to judge him guilty of the \\lorft~ 
or of the whole. 'fa fay the truth, forne of tlleir well-wi~. 
ers have made it a very difhonorable fama for me; fay­
ing that I helped to contr:ve the mifchief, to tolIeCt the ca­
lumnies, but had not fkiil enough to gi'le it its drefs and 
{ornl. Should not tlley have enquired then into the 
grounds of this lama? and have they ever done it ? 

Further, in tile 5th paragraph of that chapter of the 
form of procers, it is exprefsiy appointed, that even after 
a procers is begun upon a lama clamosa, the court mull 
give a liberal and competent tillle to allf\ver it. Ancl the 
acculed perron is to be heard upon tIle relevancy. TIlis 
is, fir, upon the relevancy in the way the fatl:s are laid, 
even concerning a thing confelfedly fcandalous; and aU 
this, before the COllrt are to enclea\'or to bring hilD to a 
confeffion. From this, then, it is clear and evident, .that 
ho\vever la\vful or prudent it might be for private I)erfons 
to conlmune ",,-ith a man himfelt: till tllis be done there is 
no \varrant from the form of procefs for a court to appoint 
any exao1ination and enquir}-; IJn the C011trar)", it is rna. 
king, inflead of mending a fca r 1~:\1. Alld if thIs is the 
rule in cafes confeife(11y of a lea, .. ~ious nature, it holds 
mllcl1 n10re ftrongly in '-:~111at is no\v before y.ou. 

The truth is.j this is not only the order -of proceeding 
eXl)refsly laid down \vith regard to nlinifiers, hut it is 
COfllt110n equity; and ill fubfiance the 1ame with the cafe 
of iCandal in aU other cafes, and with refpeCl: to all other 
pedons. For though when a particular accufer againlt a 
man appears, laying to his charge a grofs crim~, fuch as 
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unc1eannefs, it feems to be due to his own cbaraCler, " 
well as to the public, that he fhould profefs innocence; 
yet it often happens that when the accufation appears 
wanton and malicious, h~ puts the accufer upon the 
proof, and rerufes to give any other .atislilfiion. And 
whenever any perfon does ,fo, though the court may think 
it obftinacy and ftatelinefs, or that they cannot fully ap.­
prove his conrlua, yet they never condemn him on that ac. 
count, but difmifs the procefs for want of fufficient light. 
And I have foen feveral cales oi this fort, in which the court 
abfolutely refufecl to put a man to his oath, or even afk 
him if he lItas willing to fwear, unlt-fs there were fome 
more prefumption than the bare: acculi\tion. And ind~ed 
this is required in the form of procefs. This, however, is 
Rating the cafe too ftrongly. But if there be no particu­
lar accufer, but a vague and gelleral /amtl. \'iouJd it be 
tolerable, for a COllrt to call any gentleman \,'hom the}: fhaU 
be pleated to fufpetl, and put him upon an enquiry, whee 
ther be was ever guilt}, of the fin of uncleannefs ? I dare 
fay ruth a meafure would be detefted by every reaionabIe 
roan. 

But you win f.1y, here is a c!Jrpus J~"i!i. Thea"} Jet 
me fcppofe a cafe exaCUy paraiiei-. ... that a child were ex­
pofed in a gentleman's neighborhood, no mother appear­
ing or accufing, but an ible rumour arifes, tllat perhaps 
it may be his, or it May have been fomebody about his 
houfe: and he acceffary to the coolmifflOn of the crime; 
wonld it in that cafe be reafQnable and jun, would it be ac­
cording to the form of procefs, to call him, and interro­
gate him, whether he had ever, Q! for twelve months pre­
ce(ling, been guilty of the crinle of uncleannefs-without 
Dlaking any previous enquiry t as to the rife of the affair, 
or probability of the imputation? So, in this cafe, here 
is a child of the brain, expofed to the \\·orld: the mo. 
ther, that is to fay, the preis or the pulitliiher, accufes no­
body; nay, pretends that it is lawfully begotten. A 
vague rumor la}·s it to me. ·fhis hatll never been en­
quired into, though the firfi broacher of it might eafily be 
found; and yet I tnuft be interrogated by a c\)urt, to 
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whom I am not fubjeCt, with whom as yet, as a court, I 
have nothing to do. In fhort. fir, what I would do if I . 
were fo irregularly attacked, and chargt:(l witll a crime 
highly and conCdfedly fcandalous, I do not know, and 
hope I fhall never have occafion to deliberate upon it. 
But in this vague and ilJegal accufation of a doubtful 
crime, and a crime perhaps chiefly or only in the eyes 
of thofe who accufe me and tlleir adherents, I hope I will 
be approved by every impartial perron in fianding tip fot' 
the rights of mankind, and refufing to anfwer super ttl­
tjuirmdis. 

I could here put the Synod ill mind of a quefiion of 
this nature, which carne before the church of Scotland, 
in profeffor S 's procefs. He refufed to anfwer fome 
queries put to him by the Prefbytery of Glafgow, a) .. 
though they arofe from, and were founded upon, fome 
writings given in by himfelf. This was debated before 
the Affembly, and rejeCted by them, as they would give 
DO encouragement to inquifitorial proceedings. 

But, fir, nothing can demonftrate more clearly the ini .. 
quity of ruch pratlices, than what happened not long 
ago in this very Prefbytery, ,vhich is but little known, but 
lvhich I am able to bring to light. And after I have nar­
nlted it, I leave it to the judgment of the Synod, whe­
ther they wiii COllntenance \vith their authority any fiIbi. 
lar practice in another cafe. 'Vhen lVir. C was pre­
rented to the abbey church of Painey, there \Vere fome 
rumors raifed, I know not ho\v, as if he had been guilty • 
of fome practices tellding to difaffeClion. There, I 
may rafely fay, were not difcourag~d by the Prefbytery. 
but men!iOlled aJ!ail1 and again ill t)leir minutes; ~n(l 
thou~h tIle candidate infified muell upon a regul=l~ ju(lg­
ment upon -tIle re)e\~ancy, and an enquiry, tlley ft:-JI fllift­
ed both, and infiead tllereof aI)pointed a conferenc~ ,,,-itll 
him. And what think you were the queHions they p~lt 
to 111m to remove the fcanclal?- \Vhere (1~ you learl\ 
J'our En~lifll? All\.1 \\?hat n'~jnifier of tIle efiabliflle(l 
church did yOl~ hear? \Vhere did you learn your L:ttin ? 
and itl \vl10fe houfe did )'OU ftay? Dill }10U ever go nt\ar 
the epifcopal meeting- houle all the time you were a~ the 
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profeflion of divinity? Did ~fr. H or l\Ir. R-. 
epifcopal minillers, recommend you to C 's family? 
Did your father attend ordinlnces in the parifh church 

" , 
where he lived? Have you an}" near relatIons that are r~. 
lated to the minifiers of this church? \Ve alk this, fay they, 
that we may kno\v the difpofitions of your friends.-What 
couJd be the Intention of thefe qudlions ~ what could be. 
the effeCl: of their beillg anfwered, one \vay or the other? 
l\/light not the moft loyal man in Britain, be brougilt uo. 
der an odium in this lnanner. I flatter tnyfelf I am of 
as untainted, tlnfufpeaed 1oyalty, as an}' man in the PreJ: 
bytery of Painey; and yet I eQuId not affirm that I had 
never lodged in a difaff't:ded perfon's houfe, nor had the 
friendlliip of any fuch; nor thlt I never came near the 
epifcopal meeting-houfe ali the time I was at the profeJ: 
fion of divin1ty. And did not thefe gentlemen know that 
fuch things \vere perfectly fri\7olous and irrelevant ? Yes, 
fir, they knew it well; but frill they ferved their purpo~ 
of difobliging that people, and infufing jealoufies. And fo 
they myfterioufiy exprefs themfdves in their anfwer to 
the reafons of appea1, that there are fuch unhappy eir­
cumftances in the prefc!11ter's charaCl:er, as do not recom· 
mend hiln to the choice of this people. I will n(\t fay, 
fir, that all I have above reprefMlted is now to be found 
in their regifier; for they have a filutary art of expunging 
from their minutes any thing that is difhonorlble to them. 
felves: but this I will fay, it aCtually happened, and a . 

~ great deal more. And I dare fay, if there be any epifco­
paiian here prefent, he will infiantly add to his litany, 
From fuch SpaniOl prfiibyterians, good Lord deliver us. 

Thus, fir, I hope I have made it appear, that the Pref. 
byteryof Pai:(ley have been guilty of moil irregular pro­
cedure, and flagrant injufiice to me, in paffing a fentence 
upon my charaCter, where they had no title to judge l~le ; 

in finding a relevancy without examination of the fubjeCt, 
and when I could not be heard in my detence; and Jaft. 
ly, in appointing an inquifition for difcovering the faa, 
direBly in the face of law and equiry. 

I am forry I have detaint:d the Synod fo long, Sir, but 
~o\llcl not poffibJy fpeak to this involved, perple~ed accu. 
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(3ticn in fhorter time; and I 110pe t~e imJiOrtance of the 
c:lufe to me, will plead for fc.me in(lulge!'lc~, allll Ilrocuro 
your attention for a very few minutes 10Hger~ and then 
I have done. Let nle, Sir, rpeak plain1y out; \vhatever 
may be pretended about the :.nterelt of religion being con. 
cerned ill the fate of this pamphlet, there is flrong rea .. 
Con to fufJkCl: that it is the cre-dit of a party that is real I}· at 
flake. We all kilOW that tht!re ~re very ~rreat diff~rencel 
of fentilnent amollg us, I! to the govemmellt of the 
church; and it feerns to be my misfortune, to be of op­
pofite priociples from feveral members of this prdbytery, 
on that point. This is the caure of my being charged 
with ill-nature and unpeaceablenefs. They themfelve., 
Sir, will not pretend to giv~ any other inllance of tllis 
temper j an(ll confers th:i\ ae I reckon the Glory of God, 
and the edification ~f his church tD be de~pli concerned 
in the caufe, I anI refolved ~ n his firength, to lnaintain 
and fupport it to the utmon of Illy power~ fo long u I draw 
breath • and if I have been _ firebrand, as I have been 
lometimes called, I wifh I could anfwer the title, and burn 
~eir pernicious (chem~s even to allies. And, Sir, as in 
no other cafe have I ever difcc)vered any keennefa of tem­
per, fo I truR:, that even in th;s, I.have neither dilcovered 
an overbearing pride, or pqY(:rfenefs or temper, but ha vo 
fnpported what I efteemed to be truth, with refolution, 
but without vi~lence. I cannot pretend to the poilte and 
eourdy fiylet in the fame degt'ee with fome of my oPPO" 
rers; yet have I endeavored tt) preferve the meeknefS of 
a Chriftian .. believing dlat the wrath of man worketh not 
the rrghtenufnefs of God.-Nmv, Sir, I beg every wiie and 
honell man of the other fide of the queflion in our pubHc 
dift"erences, to determine feriouUy, whether he will approve 
of a prefoytery's making perfonal ilppofition, and becaufo 
a man is not in every refped of their way of thinking, . 
barring his feUlement to the uttllon of their power; and 
wheth~r it be decent, or tnlly moderate, Dot only to re­
buke,. f""fpend and deprive thofe who cannot go with them: 
but as the very Iaft eflOrt of tyranny, to attempt to can 
out any "rho are but fufpeBed of debating the pain' in 
wtitillg. 
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Farther, 1 beg every man in this houfe. to lay his band 
upon his heart, and lay this day, in his judgment, whether 
be will, in order to reach a mall of a difFe~ent party from 
himfelf, approve of going contrary to all form and jaw, 
and eftablithing'a precedent of inquHition. However fe­
cure fome may think themfelves' and their pearty at pre­
rent, there is rueh an inflability in all hUIIlan things, that 
the engines which they prepare againfl others, may be die 
reaed againft themfelves. I know a fear of this kind for 
the moll: part operates but weakly upon men's minds; 
becaufe the cafes that may afterwards caft up, cannot he 
dearly difcerned, being hidden in the darknefs of futuri. 
ty ; but, Sir, be is the wifeR Olao, that aas with UlOft 

prudence, and does not expore himfelf or his friends to 
the law of retaliation •. This I fpeak in perrea feturity, 
as to myfelf, for if the church fhall find tl1at in~errogation 
is a proper way of enquiring into faCts, irwill but open 
to me a larger field 'of information; and though it come to 
the real merits of this caufe, the trial of the relevancy of 
this crime objeCted to me will take up at lean feven years 
in procelfes of various kinds. 

"fo conclude, Sir, though I \vill never approve of, or 
give my confent for efiablifhing a praCtice which I think 
unjufi and tyrannical; yet as to my own cafe, I will even 
fubmit to be interrogated by this very party upon this juft, 
this fdf-evidently jufi condition, that the minifiers of that 
Prdbytery do fubmit themfe1ves to be interrogated by me 
in turn, on their doarine-tbeir diligence in pafioral duty 
-their care and governlnent of their families-...and their 
perrona1 truth. J f they win yield to this, I will anfwer 
upon oath, either infiantly, or upon a month's preparation, 
not 0111y as to tllis point, but all that they fuall think fit to 
.fk, as to my character, that can accufe me, from my birth 
this day. And if this condition be refufed, the equity of 
~heir conduCt I leave to the judgment of this venerable 
Synod. 
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HUMBLE SUPPLICATION 

To su,h o.l the Nobility and Gentry of Scotland as are 

Elders of the Church, and membtrJ of the General 

Assembly. 

-f. . 
HUCK HONORED, 

Y OU will furely be fenfible that it muO: have been a 
. very urgent neceffity that has compelled a man of 

my flation and profeffion to become an author; efpecially 
when I addrefs myfelf to you, whofe circumftances ret you 
at fo great a diflance from me. and may, without that 
candor cmd condefcenfion on your part, provoke you to 
~ontemn that advice which is offered voluntarily, and 
from fuch a hand. And indeed there is nothing of which 
J am more firmly perfuaded, than that the affairs of the 
cburch of Scot1and are drawing faft towards a crifis, and 
that a little time will determine whether the will fink or 
fwim. This view of things cannot fail to conftrain every 
one who hath any regard to her profperity and welfare, 
of which number I hope I thall always be, fo long as I 
draw breath, to exert himfelf to the utmofl for her fup­
port; and alfo to fpread the a!arm, and calIon others to 
affifl, who have more ability and opportunity to be ufeful. 

On this occafion, I am emboldened to addrefs myfelf to 
you, not only as by your quality and nation, you are able 



To tlJe NJ,fs 'ftf the -' ~ , 
to contribute much to a change ,of ,the.m.afQ~ that ha •• 
lately prevailed, but as your office'of elders in the churclr, 
nlay be prefumed to incline you to be re8:dy and active. 
for her profperity and fupport. I intended once to have 
ilvlecl "Oll brethren, becaufe I a1fo am an elder, but \Vas 

J J 

afraid ot giving offence by too forward. and afliuning an 
introdutlion; hpwever. I fUll hope.for fome regard in 
confequence of this relation, becaufe I have ever~obferv. 
ed that a l1kenefs of charaCter; a participation of the faole 
office, or indet:d a likenefs in allnoft allY cOllfiderable cir~ 
cum{lanc~. createS a killd of connexion, and produces a 
{y Ilpathy 01" fellow-feeling between the very highefi and 

I low~ll lila! fall under the fame denomination. 1'he ill. 
habi tallts of the tame cit}" though very different in their 
fiClt~O'1S. reckon themfelves interefied in one another4S 
Tljf_)i~ of t11e fa(11~ corporati(')n are fiill more c]ofely connec. 
ted. Ai1cl tl1ete is a certain fociety conlprehending per. 
10115 of very cii1tatlt charaCters in other refpeCls, \vho are 
faitl to have an extraordinary tendernefs for each -other'. 
(!Ollctrl18. Th'e fociety I me~n is that of free.m'afons; for 
l ani told a free-maion, t~ough a king, will 1how a ve"l 
~:r~at affetlion for a brother, although a beggar, or it leaft 
~:le n~xt thing to it, if there be no real beggar$ in that 
~omll1unity., . 

It. is not without a very import~nt,(lefign that I have 
Jnention~d this; for I have obferv¥. fome of late have en. 
deavored to flate a diHinClion, 0: perhaps I may call it, to 
fc,w fedition, between the great eIders of our church and 
the fmaller. Many who are not wanting in an humble, 
if not fervile tefpeCl to the elders that furround tile com .. 
m.illiotler's throne in the affembly-houfe, make it theJl" 
.bllfinels to throw all tIle blame of the confufion tha't at. 
tends the fettlement of any parHh, upon the elders of low'! 
er rank, whom I may call (in aHufi,}n to the fimilitude of 
frc:e-mafons) the operative tnembers of the fame fociety. 
It i~ time, therefore, for \lS to fpeak for ourfelves, and par. 
tidl1arly to thole from whom, becaufe ,of ou; relation ~~ 
th,!m, of which I again boan, we may confidently expeCt 
a fair and impartiaJ hearing. 

One other gro\lnd of encouragement lhave in my pre­
rent rtpr¢fentation, viz. that mallY or moil of our honorabl~ 



elders are .bred to the law. ~row, I God in the hiftory of 
the goipel, that it was a lawyer that took care of the bOOy 
of our blelfed Saviour, aftl~r it was crucified at the infiiga.­
tion of the prietis. This is ,1 paffage r~r.orded by all the 
four evangelifts; and I hope: one effect of its baving a 
place in the bible, will be: the ftirring up fuch of our law" 
yers as have a fhare hl the management of public afair .. 
to refeue the church, which is Chrifi's myRical body, from 
the tyrannical impofitions of churc.hmen in power. 

I have been confidering with myfelf, whether I ought 
flot to endeavor to raife my fiyle a little, when {peaking 
to your honors, above what was either nece1l"ary or proper 
when fpeaking to thofe of a lower rank and weeker capa­
~ity. But upon mature d~liberation, I am refolved to corl­
tinue in Iny old plain way, becaufe it is probable I fuall 
icquit mylelf better in that than in any other. I have of. 
ten obferved, that when a .countryman is called, upon bu. 
finers, to fpeak to thofe of high rank, if he beHaves in I 
quiet way, makes as few Inotions as poffible, and fpeaks 
with fimplicity,. he pa1res very well; but if he begins to 
icrape with his right foot, and to imitate the manners ·of 
hi~ betters, he expofes himfelf to their derifion. Should 
it happen that ruch a man, upon his going out, .hears a 
great loud laugh in the company he hath left, it is my 
opinion he ought to conclude they are making a jeLl: of his 
ridiculous bellavior; and if he were permitted to return 
back, it is probable h~ would find one or two in the mid. 
die of the roonl mi~ick-ing his gefiures for the entertai(}.­
me,fit of the teft: for there is not a more refined pleafure 
~o thore in high life (efpeciaUy the ladies) th.an aping and 
.deriding tht: manners of their inieriors. Nay, the fame 
difpofition is to be found in all ranks towards fuch as are 
~low theme Even we tradefmen and merchants have 
l~arned to fpeak with contf:mpt of a low.lived fellow, by 
whic!l we mean one in lo\\rer life than our own. This 
hath determined me (as I faid) to aim at nothing butlllain. 
nefs of fpeaking. And it is very poffible it may happeD 
in this, as in 01Y former tr,eatife, ~hat to fome I fhall be 
found more plain than pleafant. 



The firA point 1 8m to apply to you Ur"", to which J 
Immbly ir~treat your ferious attention, is the manner of 
snaking fettle~nts of minifiers in tt.e feveral patifhes 
throughout this church. It is not unknown to you, that 
this tbing hath caufed a gre&t deal of confufion in fevtPoI 
corners oftbe country; that a great part of the people have, 
en tha.t very accoun4 reparated from the eUablithed 
church; and many more have fallen into an indifference 
about religion, and g\ven over attendance upon public 
inftraClion altogether. Now there are rome things upon 
tbi$ fubjeB: that I mull needs take for granted: bEcaufe I 

,cannot find any thing more evidently true than they are 
in themfei~es by which I might prove them; fuch as that 
the inflruCiion of a nation in religion is a matter of very 
Ileat importance, and that you all believe it to be fo; that 
there is no ground to hope that people will receive bt:nefit 
by the inftrutl:ions of tbore whom they hate and abhor, 
and that it. is impoffible they can receive benefit trom 
thofe inftruaions which they will not hear. There is 
one thing more, which to me appears as evident as any . 
of them, that no compulfion ought to be ufed to c'lofirain 

. men's choice in matters of reliRion. From there I think 
it plainly follo\\~s, that violent fettlements, that is to fay, 
gi\'ing a man a ftipend, with a charge to inftruil: and go. 
:vern the people within a certain difiriCt, the whole of 
.hich people do abfolutely rerufe to fu!.ljetl: themfelves to 
his miniftry, are, to fay the leail, abfolutely unprofitable. 
and the money that is bellowed upon the perron fo fettled, 
is \tholly thrown away. . 

There are not a few in whore hearin~ if I fhouJd ex­
rrefs myft!lf as above, they would immediately reply, AU 
this is very true, and we are forry for it; but as the law 
now ftands with regard to patronages, how can it be help­
ed? Now, though I am far from being of thefe gentle­
men's opinions, that this matter might not be made much 
better, even as the law now fiatl(ls, if the church were fo 
difpofed as I hope Ihorily to OlOW, yet I will fuppofe it 
Mr a little, and make a few refleCtions upon the ccndutl 
of mlny in that fuppofed .fituatioQ. 

And firft, they mull torgive me if I fay that I can by 
no means believe the hardlhip of the la\v of patronage lies 
,'cry heavy upon their fpiritsj or at Ie aft if it does they fupport 
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themfelves under it with furprifing firmnefs, and difcover 
not the leaft outward fign of uneafinefs. Are t~:. y ever 
heard to complain of it, unlers in a conftrained manner, 
when others mention it before them? Do they not fhew 
all willingnefs to appoint fuch f:ttlements-to enforce 
them, to defend them? Do they in the leaR difcou nte­
nance foch probationers as accept of prefentures uncon­
ditionally, although it cannot be pretended that the Jaw 
obliges any man to this? On the contrary, are not the~ 
the men \\fhorn they love and delight in, whore charatlers 
they celebrate for knowledge and underfianding, and fGr 
difinterefied virtue ? 

I do confefs then I am apt to doubt the fincerity of thofe 
gentlemen, when they proters their (orro\y for the hard. 
fhips they are under by the patronage aCt; becaufe fome 
apparent tok~ns of their concern might have be~n expea. 
ed, and are no where to be feen. But alas! ,vhy am I 
expreffing my fufpicions what is our fituation? things 
are changing fo faft, that it is impoffible to write even fuch 
a book as this with propriety, and ftaited to the times; for 
even iinee I wrote the above paragraph I have receivtd 
information from Edinburgh, Yihich if it had come ~fore 
it ~as written, would have prevented the writing of it ~ 
alld even, if not fOr mangliilg my own book, I would yet 
expunge it. I am affured that lall May it was openly 
profe[ed by fome in the affembly, that prefeatures were 
of aU others, the beft way of fettling preachers; and 
that it was the proto ps~udon of men of my principles to 

imagine otherwife. This proto psrodon is a phrafe which 
I do not underfland, and therefore muft let it alone. It 
may be a phrafe of lome of the learned langua~s, and it 
may be of no language at aU. However I have recorded 
it with great fiddity, as 1 aln informed the gentleman 
pronounced it. And \vhatever is its particular lignifica­
tion, I fuppofe its general meaning is, that patronages 
are no grie,·ance, but a bleffing.. As therefore, it is pro­
bable that your Jorrl1hips and honors have this many time. 
affirmed to you, it is neceffary that I fhould firft attempt 
to prove what I thought had been felf-evident, that we 
are in a bad fituation, before I crave your affifiance for 
O!lr relief. - --- - ....... 
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SPEECH 

iN THE 

G ENE R A LAS S E M 11 L V, 

811 the Transportation of Dr. C 4. 

c ••• 

MODERATOR, 

~ 

As it is ufnal for people to differ atmoR: upon every 
fubjeCl, I am not furprifed that there fhould be fome 

in this A[embly, who ate for appointing, that this tranf­
poftation fhall ~ke place; but I apprehend it is really 
ground offurprife, to f~e the way in which they· urge theit" 
opinion; . they do not fpeak as if they were weighing and 
deliberating upon the caufe, that they might be able to givo 
a juft determination; they do flot fpeak as if clearly fatia. 
lied th~mfelves; or as if t~ey defired to convince others, 
and bring them over to their own opinion; but they 
fpeak in an overbearing manner, and prefs the :onclu. 

· fion with a vifibJe difpleafure at the time fpent upon it, 
and impatience that any 'body fhould differ from, or con. 
tradiCt them. Bllt as pofitivenefs is feJdom ~ny, flrong 
prefumption or a good caure, fo I think it is very much 
mifplaced here; and as the quiet and comfort of a large 
parifh immediately, and the whole country tide more re­
motely, de.pends upon our dedfion, I hope theaifembJy. 
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will not give it, till after mature deliberation and with naJ 
impartiality ~ 

The 6rn thing~ no doubt, to be con fJd e red , is, wh~thtr 
the commiffion have exceeded their po\\"e~ that we may 
fee whether \\-e ha\"e room at all iCr tile other qY~llion, 
about the exped:ency of this tnnfponation; and aft~r read. 
ing the words of the affemblfs remit, I cannot hdp ~. 
ing of opinion, with the ~at majority of the mem~rs 9f 
Prelbytery, that the commiflion had no power to deter. 
-mine this caure. Is it not pllin that this is not the cilife 
which was before the Jaft afTemblv? And is it not confelf~ . 
on all hands, tha! the commiflion bad no title to take in 
any caufe~ but iuch as w~re remlttet! !o them? Is it not 
plain, that tbe words in any after queRion ttlating to this 
fettlement, 2.re not to be found in it? It is slro proper to 
dlferve, from the almQfi conRant ule of there ,,"ords ill the 
relnits of the a[embly, that they (10 nut fuppofe that a 
quefiion relating tc the fttme Cettle~nt with another, 
nlakes it the fame caufe. trrllC anlwer made to this is, 
that it \\'as a miilake or on'liffioll in the clerk of the affenl­
bl}p. Admitting, Sir, that this had been the cafe, it would 
l~~ extremely \,'rong and (langerou~ to approve th.e C~­
miffiGn in paying no regard to that Jegal dd~, but taking 
in the Callie. For the atTeolbly itfelf to make free witb, 
~nd defpife efiablilhed forms of procedure, is of the very 
worft CORftqu~nce. I h3ve heard fome honorable mem. 
bers, -eminent!y lki!1ed in the law, affirm, that for a court 
t9 (lefllife even its 0\\"11 fornlS, is to make way for the ad. 
mitlion of many inftances of great and reai injunice. But 
for the comoliffion, \vhich is a delegatetl court, fo far to 
~me over fornl, as to ti\ke itl a caufe not remitted to \hem, 
is a bold tTat1fgreffion \~ith a witllefs: ind if allo\\'ed, D1Uft 
tie attended with confc:-quences, which it is impoffible to 
(orefee, but ca!l r~arce be imagined worCe, than they reillJy 
will be an eKe!\: 

But Sir, ~:hy Dlould any (,\Y this w~s either an omHfic.n 
in the clerks, or all o\'erfight i:l tile I.ft alft:!I.b)\-. I am 
ftire for my part, I think- they would h41ve d~ne wrong 
had they done it in any other way. lVhat is the rea· 
foft of this ciaufe, (or any after quefiion) when it is inferted. 
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It is after the (Qrt of the caure is decided, to prevent con. 
ttntious people to protraCl a fc:ttlell1ent, by foolifh and fri. 
,-o)ct!s appeals upon every litt'e iOlerloquilu,· 0. :efolution 
Cf· a prdbytery, in carrying it into execution. But in 
!lis c~e, neither all the parties, nor the principal p.1rt of 
tle caufe itfelf, was before the aikmbl, at all; and I dire . 
fly, we may all remember tt) have heard it gi\'en as the 
opinion of the moft judicious members of this chureh, that 
it 1S a very wrong ~afure to ~r any caure of moment 
to the commiffion~ that hath r.ot been in .. good meafur~ 
heard and underflood by the a~r~mbJy itfcJf. lwlodc:ratGr. 
I beg leave further to fay ~ that] hope thi:; .trembly will nO\ 
authorir~ the commiffion in mcking a long ann, to take in 
cacf~s without fuflicient powen~ bec:aufe the: commiftion is ~ 
certainly the moll unhappilyc~lftitutcd court of any in this 
thurch. I fay this without intending, and I hope without 
giving offence to any body i ref' tuppofing human nature 
in us to be jull what it i~ in other people, the mem~rs 
of the commitlion being fo nunterous, and fpread over aU 
Scotlmd, few of them attend vcduntarily, snd it is the ea. 
fieft thing in the w!»t'ld for inttrefted perfons to bring up 
a number uf a particular waY'of thinking, and they rnay 
carry any caufe whatever. 

Thus, Sir, it appears that t'>c: fentence ~f the cornmif­
fion has plainly exceeded their powers in rome meafu~, 
even by the confdlion of th4: ~ods of this tnnfjlOlUtion. 
Let us confider it a little in itfelt, and fee if it is like to be 
10 great a bene6t, or fo great art honor to this church, as 
that we fhould either forgive the commidion the encroach. 
ment they have been guilty of, or fhould now do ourfelvts~ 
whit they have formerly done ill a precipitate and irlegu~ 
Jar manner. Upon this branch of the fubjea, I ani 
yery much at a lors, not what te fay, ii every thing were 
to be brought out that might ~)e urged againfi i~ hutto 
bring the argument within fOOl"!; compafs, and chiefly in. 
deed to difcQver fome hope of f~tCcefa by reafoning from 
JOme common printiples, on 'JI hich we bll &eneraily 
agree. 

Moderator, I take this opportunity of declaring befOre 
thi:a alfemblYl that I hive ahvlys had the deepen fenCe of 
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the diCnonor and 10fs of authority which this 'churth hat 
fuffered, and what indeed is infinitely more, the injury 
which the fouls of men na\'e funert(], by nlany fettlementl 
in \vhich we have ordained a pallor without a people; at 
the fame time, lain ienfible that many worthy rnen and 
faithful minifiers, look upon themfelves as under a nee 
ceffity in fome fuch cafes from the law of patronage; and 
1 am afraid many from a habit of doing this where there 
is neceffitY5 are unwiHing to come out of the fame traa, 
;md continue to do it, when there is no neceffity at edt. 

l\lorlerator, I defire it may be obfer\'e(l that I do not be. 
lieve, and I know nobody fo foolifll as t& believe, what is 
commonly imputed to us, that any Cbrifiian as fuch, has 

- "right to call a minifier 011 an efiabli1hment; we know 
that nobody has any right to call a nliniiler on an efiab1ifh., 
D1eot, excepting thpf~ to whom the law gives it; neither 
would I contend· tllat every man ought to have a right, 
though we had it in our po\ver, to make laws llpon that 
fubjec'l, fince thi~ feeming equality would be a vile inequa­
lity. But, Sir, I would choofe to ferm my judgment 
tlp.on a few principles, in \\'hich' I ihotl!d thillk, hardly 
~ny ill tJl~S affemb1y \\'ou1d Qifagree, Has not every man 
a natural right, weU fecured to him in this happy j£land. 
to judge for bllTlfelf in. ti)atters of religion, and in faCt to 
,adhere to any nlini{ler he pleafes: ] s not tIle Jegal fiipend 
intended to provide a fufficient and ufefu} paHor to the 
~uple within the bounds of a certaill patifil ? can he be 
of much fervice to them,ifhe be upon ill terms with them? 
or c~n he do them any at all, jf they will not 11ear him? 
Poes any body defire to compel them by penal or ecde~ 
fiafii~allaws to bear him: or would fuch forced religion 
be of a,ny worth? Is not then the 1egal ~ncouragement 
~nhappily 10ft and mifapplied by fomebody's fault, -when 
, mini(l~r is feUled to whom nobody will adhere? :Now, 
Sir, the inference that I wou1d draw from thefe princi-: 
pIes is no more than this, that decency and our indifpen­
fable duty a$ ~ church court, requires us to make no futh 
fettlements but with regret, and never without a real ne..,. 
~eflitr; and the caufe \ve h~ve npw 'beforti qs, i~ ope iQ 
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which no ruch neceffity exifis. It is a tran(portation, Sir. 
the expediency of which we are to judge of and the perfon 
concerned is not oniy bound in duty, but can be catily 
compelJed by law, to fubmit to our decifion. Ffhe great 
argument that always has been ufed againft this or the 
like reafoning, 11as been brollght out in this caufe, that the 
people were unreafonable and prejudiced, and have been 
flirted up by evil:minded perfons. This argument, Sir, 
is fo old and fiale-, that I am furprifed people are not alba. 
med of it, and that the ingf:nuity of the lawyers has not 
been able to illvent another, that ilial1 have the advan­
tage of being new. How often have we heard from this 
bar, this parith \vould have been agreeably and peacea­
bly fettled, but very early a combination was forme:.l·­
This is aU in all, the" rell follows of courie. I am perl~ad. 
ed, Sir, from .the certai~ knowledge of many particular 
inllances, in which this was alleged, that in nine cafes of 
ten the aUegation is falfe. One perion" in a parifh or 
country fide may be aCtive, and it may be faid with planG. 
bility, that he is the main fpring of the oppofition. Sir, it 
is very eafy to lead a people according to ·tllf:ir own in­
clinations; but it is not fo eary as many feem to fuppofe~ 
to challge their irlclinations and dM-eCt tlleir choice. In 
the mean time, it is always forgotten that the argument is 

" founded not upon th.e cauft: or occafion, but upon the re­
ality of the averfion of the people to the minifter. 

Moderator, an argument that is made ufe of to perfuade 
us to order this tranfportation, is, that if it fhould be re ... 
fured, it would encourage the people to refill in other cafes. 
I am afraid, Sir, that the tame fubmiffion which indeed is 
faft approaching, and which many feern fo ardently to de­
fire, can never take place, till there is a total indifference 
about religion among all the members of the efiablifhed 
church; take our neighbor country of England, as an ex. 
ample of that defirable peace. But if this argument be 
laid as it ought to be, that people filould not be headllrong 
and unreafonable, it operates plainly the contrary way ; 
for there is nothing whatever that would give us fo much 
weight and influence with the people, as that we (how a 
proper tendernefs to them, as we have opportunity. If 
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lye do not opprefs them, when we have it in our power to 
relieve them, we may expeCt to have fome influence over 
them,~.wbeo \\"e are firaitened alld difirefi ourielves. 

Befides, Sir, on this fubjeCl: of the prejudices of the peo­
ple. this pretence is carried a moil unreafonable and ex. 
travagant length, and nothing but the prejudice in them. 
felves, could make men fpeak in fuch a fiile. Many wiU 
Deeds have it to be prejudice and groundlefs prejudice in 
a people, if they do not fall in with a man to be their mi. 
nHler, againfl whofe life and doCtrine they cannot bring 
any Jegal objeCtion. Alas, Sir, all fuch things are matters 
of elefiion and choic(~, and not of legal proof. In iliuftraft 
tion of the people's cafe, there is a very good example gi. 
vt:n, that a man would have· juft clufe of complaint if you 
fhould force a phyfician upon him of whofe {kill he had no 
opinion, though he could not prove him infufficient before 
1.1),: faculty. 

But, Sir, as it would be wrong to attribute oppofition to 
a lninifter's fettlement in all cafes to groundlefs prejudice, 
I ;!Lm forry to fay it, but I am obliged in jufiice to fay it, we 
ha·ve very little reafon to do fo in the prefent cafe. Even 
in the cafe of a probationer, \vhen he abfolute)y adheres 
,"0 a pre fen tation , notwithflanding the greateR: oppofition 
(rero L:le people, it is but a forry Inark of love to fouls, 
an{lof that felf.denial which every Cbrillian fhould con. 
tinually m~intain. Many things however may be faid in 
favor of a probationer; yet, Sir, for a fettled minifier not 
only to aa this part, but to excel all that ever \vere before 
him in a bold and infolent contempt of the people, as 
pla!oly appear$ to be Dr • .c. 's cafe, is fuch a con. 
duCt, that I fhall have a worfe opinion of this affembly 
than I have at prefent, if they do not openly exprefs their 
indignation at fuch-jndecency of behaviour. In the hif. 
tal)· of the church \ve find no charaCler more 'odious, or 
more unclerical, if I ma}~ fpeak fo, than ambition and open 
folicitation of ecclefiafiical preferment. Little changes ill 
forms, Sir, do often produce at lean great changes in man. 
ners and charatters. In former times in our cllurcl1~ tl1e 
probationer or lninifier himfelf, was never confiderf'd as a 
party, but was confide red as the fubjeet co~ce~~ing 'bich 
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that pracers was carried on by the callers or referrees; 
but now they have been for fom~ time pafi, confidereu as 
parties-they begin to allow the caufe to appear at the 
bar--to urge tlleir claim-to conficler the people who are 
to be their charge as their advt:rfaries, and to treat tllem 
with contempt and difdain. 

I confers, Sir, I am not abl1e to imagine what are the 
views of a minifier who aB:s in this manner. It is not I 
fear eafy to anfwer, that he refolves to change his fituation 
and take upon him that office, frlom fincere regard to the 
glory of God and love to fouls, which he mull profefs at 
his admiffion. But as we- nlufi be tender and cautious in 
judging of the inward motives of others, I {hall leave that 
to him who judgeth the fecrets of all hearts; but in the 
mean time, every one in this houfe is now called to judge 
-\vhether it would be for tIle glory of God, and the good of 
mankind, to fuffer him to execute his intention. Let it 
be confidered with ferioufnefs. Moderator, it is not only 
the people of the parifl:, or thor.~ oflower rank, but many 
of all nations whom we 1hall OiFf!nd, in the proper fenfe of 
the \vord, if we order this fettlement. They are led by 
fuch things to treat, and they often do treat with derifion, 
a minifter's concern for his ufefulnefs, and affirm that it is 
no more than a defire of a comfortable benefice and falary 
for life. I iliall be [orr}' to fee the dayp, "Then by refembling 
tbem in their praCtice, we 1halllearn from England to 
leave the people and the work ~l1together out of the aCt, 
and fo call- our charges no more .parisbes, but li:;;ings. 
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........ _-.•.. --..... 
I Al\f If!Tormed by my correrpondents in Scotland, that 

feveral letters have been publifhed in the newfpapers 
there, containing the moll virulent reftetlio.,s upon me) 
on account of an atlvertifement by J- P ., merch~nt 
of Glafgow, relating to the fetdement of a traa of land 

I in Nova Scotia, in which he mentions my being concern· 
ed. ;'One or two ofthefe papers have been rent me, anti 
contain fo many miihkes in point of faa, as well as ~..; 
tray ruch ignorance of the fubjetl they attempt to treat, 
thit it would be a difgracefor any man ttl enter int~ a fi,r. 
mal quarrel with iuch opptments. Were I in SCGtland 
P..t this time, 1 {bouB think it a very great d:p1rture hoom 
prudence, to take the leaft public notice of there inve~. 
tiv\~s. Few perfons have been lefs concerned than I have 
been, through life, to contradifl fa1fe accur,tions, from 
In opinion \v},ich I formed earJy, and \\phich bal been COR· 

firmed by experience, that there is fcarcely any thing 
more harmlefs than political or party mllice. It ia beft 
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to 19~ it to itfe~r; oppofition and contndi6ion ire tlte 
only means of giving it life ~nd duration. 

But .s I 3.n: now at fo ~at a din~nce, and the fuhjetl 
of tile lcandal is what pafTes in Americ~ fo that impartial 
perfons in generil19 may be leis aNe to judge of the pro. 
ballility of faa~ and cannot ha\'e proper oppo.~unities of 
making a cC)mplde enquiry. ! think it neceiT"ry to nate 
this ma~ter with .11 the l1erfpicoity and b~vity of which 
I am capable. The accufation. 1 think, may be redo. 
ttrl to the :oUowing ~TJmellt-l\ligr~tiollS from Britain 
to l\merica, are not only hllrtful, but tend to the ruin of 

'that kingdoDl; therefore, J -. ,\~. by illviting peol')e to 
Jaft Scotland, and fettle in America, is an ~nem}: to his 
countn' • 

.# 

It will not be improper to mention in the entry, that 
Illy having any £Oncem in foch M extenive undcrtakir.g, 
-as wholly accidental and unexpt!8ed. I .~as invited 
arlt! rre~ to it, fror:l a nlot!Ve that was not at all con .. 
Ctaled, ,llat it \\'ouiJ &i~e the peopff: who intended to come 
out, gttat~r confidence that they fhould meet with fair 
matment_ 1'his ven' reafon induced me to confellt; ar,d • 
that I might the more dfeduaDy anf,,'u that purpofe, one 
of the uprefs condition~ of In)' joining with the com~ 
ny '"~ the! no Im<l fiJoukl be fold dearer t~ any toming 
&om Scotland, than I fhould dirett. This was the more 
ll~eff&ry, that either tllrough miftake~ and the power of 
l:uropem ide~ or lbrou¢t l1l.ifguided avari~e, lome ad­
.erti!Cmentt had been publifhed in the Scots newfpapel'$, 
which would not appear furpriiing to perfons born and 
~ucated in ScG~land, but which are infinitely ridiculous to 
one acquainted with American affairs. In particular, 
,?ne I cut out of a Glafgow 1\e\\-fpapef, and fent home, 
rc!atio~ to Newfoundland, \\'here pcrfons were invited to 
go to make their fortunes., !ly renting each 6.mily thirty 
acres of land, at the eary rent of 6x.pence nerling at firft, 
and gradually rifmg till it came to two fbilliogs yearly for 
ever. Now how abrurd is this, when in many places 
}·OU can buy the lee finl()le of )~nd for the fame or lels mo­
ney than is here: aIked jor rellt? Be fides, how fball thirty 
acres N lind I!laintai!l any family, in a place where land 
is fo cheap, and libor fo l!ear ? · 
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] have heard it given as a re.fon fur there enfnanng 
propofals, that people in Britain will not believe that land 
ic good for any thing, if you offer it for a few fhillings per 
acre in fee fimple. Bllt the people in Britain fhould be 
told, that the value of land does not depend upon its qua­
lity, unlels in a v~ry fmall degree---It depends upon its 
tituation, difiance from other fettlements, and many eir­
(umftances that need not be mentioned. It is a matter 
now as. fully afcertained, as un~verfal uncontradiaed tef. 
timony can make it, th.lt the back land in America, is in 
general better than that along the 1hore, though very dif­
ferent in value; becaufe the one is full of trees and wild 
beaUs, and the other is full of houfes, fields and orchards. 
One would think that this matter might be well enough 
lInderftood by this time. When a ne\v fettiemellt is ma­
king, efpec\ally if one family or one company have a very 
larbre traa they will lell it very cheap; and ifthey are ur. 
gent to forward the fettlement, they will give it to one or 
two iamilies at firft for nothing at all; and their profit does 
not arife frou, the price paid by the irft purchafers, but 
from the profpetl of fpeedily raifing the value of what re· 
mains. Any man that can think, may underlland this 
from J-p 's advertifement. He propofes to fell to 
the nrll families, It fix- pence Rerling an acre.. What pro-
fit could he make of that fmall price? Suppofing he fhouId 
fell 20,000 acres, the whole produce would be but five 
hundred pounds, to be divided among twelve or fourteen · 
perfons. The pbin faa is, that the fum is not at all 
equivalent to the trouble and expenee of ferving out the 
patent; therefore the profit mull be future, and muil arife 
whcliy from the profperity of the fettlement. I believe it 
is a rule without any exception, that a man's duty is his 
interc:fi; but there is no~afe \\'hatever, in which the in­
terefi of both parties is more manifefUy the fame, than in 
felling and purchafing Dew lands to fettle upon; for the 
proprietors can receive no 1)enefit, but from the fuccefs 
and thriving of the fettlers. 
. New land lOay be bought in America at an price., from 
fix. pence fterling an acre, to forty Ihillings; and thore 
who would judge o! the qualily by the price, would do 



j~tllike one 91ho ihould judge tbat an acre r.,id for. hour. 
)n tbe city, mud be twenty ti.n~s better in Joil~ than the 
fields at two nliles rlillanc~" btt3ui~ it is ~\t"enty times the 
price. l'bc price of land in .~meri~. is riiing very j"~ 
an~ lometimes rif~s in pvtic!llar plac~s. far more np:!iiy 
thall could be toref~n. A gentleman ,,"h\l has a iarge 
tract in New-'York gOYtmment~ witb~n thefe th~ yeus, 
ofi\'.cd to gi\-e away tor nothing~ te,"ent Iho\ll;ilfxll(~ 
at the rate of two hundretl ac~, to ~:lch tamil,'" of afiuai ., 
ktt)c:r" and yet has given away none; but ti:lce that tilM 
~s fold • great deal 2t four iliinin~$ :md fl~-pence ier­
ling, and new will ~ ... rce leU any at that pri~ .. 

Having prcmifed tbe above, I ~»()uid inttat :~ ruder'. 
attention to tile following reollrks : 

I. There is very little gound fur heiot alarmed at the 
migratiollS from Britain to America. ~rhe numbers who 
come abroad, never h3ve been, and probabiy never will 
~ of any confequ~nce t~ the pcpulation of the country. 
Anyone who will read 1flentetquieu, will foon be fa!i$tied 
that .. ben the fpirit and princip~ :>f a contlitution an: 
good, occafiOl'lal migrations.. and even war, ~mine and 
peliii.:nce, are hanUy felt after a little time. The place 
cf thorc .-ho are removed is f'pttdiiy filled. Two or thm 
hundr~! fallliiies g~ing abroad, nlakes a ~at noik; bot 
it is nothing at all to the people ire Gn:at~Britain, and .m 
but make \\'ay for the fet:!ement and provifiOil ol thore who 
flay behind, 111(.i occasion them to marry and meltiply the 
failer.. It is probable" t~t the people in Britain im~ne 
that the Dew lett)~mel1ts in America, arc \\PilO)J\-" filied .. 
by thole who come frem Europe-It is far otherwite. 
They do flot make: the fortieth part in an~- ne\\- feulement. 
Such traas are peopled from the aijacent '~ttlemenl$ at 
Drll, with a few ftranger emigrants; but their chief in. 
~reafe is from natural ~neration.. If a tettlement is good, 
a few f:lmiJies "ill fpcedil~· n1ake a colony; but if oth~r. 
wife. you may fc:nd in fhips fun of peop!c ~~;ery year, ar.d 
yet it \\'ill come to notl'i!l~. If a tew (l4uengefs cuoling 
out from Britain, lhreaiell (It:firlJtiion to tllat popuious 
COU!ltry, what i:illant ruin muli come upon the I~uled 
parts ofNc\\·~Englaud)Ntw. Yo1it,New~je(fey, and Penn-



(~tnni~, from whence mlny times the number remove 
~\'ery ~'t:~r to the back countri~s. and l~t it has not 
Il-:r tCl1~illl~ eHed, either on the pri:e of !~nd or the nurD­
btf oi tbe peopi~ .. :c hkh c."O!l!inue to inCfeilk notwithftan4-
mg. A~erica is certainly c!~bl)iting 3, this t~ • 
i'(11e th3~ is fle\\- ill tbe biliOl)· of r1ankind. It illcrcafca 
in ~ pr~p;)ftion th:tt no poiitical calc ulations have yet ~n 
able to UI'ldcr!lmd or 13Y down ru!ts tor, wJ"'he reaiOn or 
:h~ I t~kc to be, !~t ""hen colonies were rent cot in an. 
c:~&lt time" the p!'6ple ~nd the toil were jo~.hat 6mb 
ar .. and improved hy f)~w degfc~s; but in America we 
fee a wi:":, but a n\)bie toil, tak~n )()!Tdlion tal by all the 
~\t-er.. wealth, anti ~eaming of EllIl.'pe, which llUfh~ on. 
its illlpro\tteDlcot, with ~ rapidity which !s inconceivable. 

4-\llother thing ought not to be onl:'lt~; there are gre2t 
numbers of peaple that go from America to Britain, fo tllat 
the migration is not all one~. The peopic in New 
L'lgland (m old fettlement) fey that they have rent twice 
as many p..-ople to EnglUl\J, as eyer came cut of it to them. 
But though upon the whole, wbile this coontry is but yet 
fetding,. tJ:e number coming out iht)uld be greater; yet 
tMt'e is tI:is diffc:rence, that th!y ,:ommon)y come out 
poor, and return rich.. '''his is vet}' much to the 3dvan. 
tlge of Britain, it' w~aitb and an i(l(reafcd Val!IC of' land 
be 1n advantage.. 1~he trJth is even as to numbers, though 
I do no~ t.1!nk fo many ~-opl~ go t rom America to Eo. 
ro~ ;lS come frem Eurolk to Am~rica.; yet I am apt to 
think, that ther: is little difference in :he number that goes 
to, or COtlles froln the i{land of Gre.lt Britail1. 

~. But tuppoling, (what I do not )elieve) that inviting 
people over from Scotland to Am~rl(-a, (~id tend in fome 
tko~ce to dcpollUiate that part of the \yorld, I ~annot 
fee why a man who docs fo thonkl fur that reafon, be call. 
td an enemy to his CQUlliry. \Vilat is it lor a mao to be 
a fri~nd to his country? Is it tQ \\~ilh \/e!: to tl!~ fiones ancl 
the earth. or the ~()ple that inhabil at ? Can he be an ene. 
my t~ tllem, by !'Ointiltg out to tl,~h of then} as are poor 
or (.lPI)re(fo.~, wilcre the~· may hav~ a hlppy and plentiful 
,rQvill(\n, ,UlJ their polleri iy be Ollllt: i)Jic:d as the tand of 
&he &i ? If he is their enemy by dect:iviog them, the elil: 
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(overy will roon be made, and the defign will be detefitd ; 
er rather indeed, the difcovery would have been made 
Jong ago, IS the intercourfe ~tween Great Britain and 
America Aas been of fo many years flanding~ ]s he then 
the enemy of thofe who flay behind ? Not furely of the 
multitude, or common people, for there will be but more 
room made for them, arId the more eafy accefs to a cam. 
{ortable fubfillence. It remains then, that he mllft be the 
enemy of the landholders, who may fun fome rilk of being 
obliged to lower their rents. But is this a liberal way of 
thinking, to fay a man is an enemy to his country, while 
be promotes the bappinefs of the great body of the people, 
with a fmall diminution of the intereft of an handful? 
AlIowing therefore this argument all the force that it can 
pretend to, the .c:cufation is bafe and fcandalous, arifing 
from a littlenefs of mind, incapable of cherifhing a gene. 
rous love of mankind. I cannot help thinking it is doing 
a real fervice to my country, when I fhew that thore of 
them who find it difficult to fubfifl: on the foil in which 
they were born, may eafiJy tranfport themfe1ves to a foil 
and climate vafily fuperiorto that. Sobriety and indufiry 
cannot fail to be attended by independance and .abun. 
dance; neither is this a Blatter that can be doullted by 
thofe who refleCl: a little on the nature of things.. A· coun­
try where land is cheap, provifion~ in plenty, and as a 
natural coatequence, labor is dear, mun be favourable to 
the illdufirious huiban(lman. His chief concert} ought to 
be, to guard againft the temptatioRs always attendant on 
{uch a nate, viz .. lazinefs and intemperance.. I will take 
this opportunity alfo to .obferve, that fuch as have a fmall 
independant fortune in Britain, if they have a taUe for ag­
riculture, might eafiIy in America1 live upon their efiates 
as well as thofe in Britain who have a yearly revenue 
equal to their whole flock. But this is only in cafe a man 
lives upon his land, and eats the fruit of it. If he expeCts 
that he may live idly and magnificently in a citYi and rent 
out his land at a high price, he will find himfelf miferably 
mifiaken. . It would be a firange country indeed, if land 
might be bought cheap, and rented dear. This is impoffi. 
bIe; for by what arguments could you perfuade a man t. 
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pay a high rent for Jand, when by going a little back, he 
'. may have the property te himfelf for a fmall matter. 

But after all, I can never admit th'lt the happinefs of 
O~ clafs of mel} depends upon the mifcry of another; or 
that it can be any way contrary to the intereft of the land. 
hoJders in Scotland, that a few who find themfc:lyes pinch­
ed in their circumflances, or who have an a8:ive and en­
terprifing difpofition, fhouJd remove to Americt. There 
are aI\vays ftrong motives to hinder a man's removal from 
his o\\'n country, and it cannot be fuppof~d that any con· 
fiderab]e number will thillk of {ueh a meafure, unlcf5 they 
are really in an oppre[ed Rate. If this is the cafe, from 
the natural courfe of things, their removal will' be no in­
jury to any body; but like a fwarm of bees coming off 
from a hive that is too full. If it is the cafe in particular 
places, froln the iron hand of tyranny,' I fee no reafon to 
offer any excufe for the meritorious act of aiifiing them to 
make their efcape. Let not people confine themfelves to 
narrow, f.16th views. No part of Europe has received, 
or does now receive a greater accefIion of wealth, from 
the American fettlements, than Great-Britain; and per­
haps there is no part of Great-Britain where the rent of 
land has rifen higher by the fame means, than Scotland. I 
fuppofe every gentleman in that part of tbe kingdom, is 
well pleafed to hear that feveral thoufand Palati!les, or peo­
ple from the .,orth of I reland go to Anle'rica every ycar-­
Gr that from t ·lle to time, fome one or other, whe went 
abroad with a lancet in his pocket, is coming back with an 
opulent eftate, to fettle ill his neighbourhood ........ or that no 
wealthy American is fatisned, till he h~s {ent his fon han: e, 
is they call it, to fpend from two or three hundreds, to as 
many tlloufands, in order to complete his (ducation by 
fiudy, or end his life by gambling. If [0, why fhould he 
grudge that rome of his poorer countrymen fhould acquire 
a comfortable fettlemellt there, though \\9itll little profpet\ 
of returning, efpecially as it is impoffible for them to do 
any tIling for tlle impro\'emen! of Alnerica, that will not 
in the end redound to the advantage of Great.Britain. 

3. I h:u'e only further to fay, that the outcry made upon 
this fubjeCt, is as impolitic, as it is unjuft. If I wanted 
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tb peop~e America from Scotland. I would not think of 
employing a more effc8:ual way, than exciting or hiring 
one or t\\'O atlthors, \,Vll0 ha'le nOlhil~g elfe. to do, to write 
againft it. 1'his would neceffarily make people pay at. 
tention to the fubjecl, allli reek after the information \VIlich 
they would otherwife h~ve neglected. At the fame time, 
as human IlltL1re in general, is not very fond of refiraint~ 
they would perhaps he the more rlifpofed to remove when 
they foun(l their landJor(ls al1Xl0tlS tllat thev filould flay. I 

4 J. 

defire it may ::,e pa.rticuiarly obferved, thht I have not faid 
in any llart of the above tlifcourfe, or do I b~lieve that 
tllere is any hard.henrtedllefs Oi- difpoiition to cpprefs in 
the landiords of Scotland, more than in any other country, 
nor more at this ti me than any former period. 'The rife 
of lands has been ~hc confequence of an increafe of trade 
alid wealth, and tIle difpofitioll to go abroad in tIle -com. 
mon people, -at preieot, is owing to the fame caufe that 
made clerks and flJpercargoes go OUt, for thefe fifty years 
pan .. viz. the :lope of bettering their circum!lances. It is 
both unjuft and impoffible to hinder them, if they be fo 
minded; and for the reafons given above, I am periuaded 
it will not be the lean injury to thofe of an}{ rank whom 
they lealrc behind. For my own part, my interefi in the 
matter is not great; but fince Pro\'idence has rent me tQ 

this part of the ~\'orld, and fince fo mtlch honor has been 
done me, as to Cuppofe that my charaCter might J-! fome 
fc:curity againll fraud and impofition, I fhall certainly look 
tlpon it as lny cluty, to (to every real fervice in my po\ver, 
to fuel, of my cOl~ntrynlen as {ball fall in n1Y Wi.ly, and 
llmil eitht:r dcure or ftern to need my affil1ance. 

J. w. 
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·IGNORANCE OJ THE BRITISH . . 

. WITIIJlESPECT TO 

AM·E~'lICA. 

r; ~ •• 

. . . . 

, .' To the Editor of the Scots' MagazIne. 
, I 

stR, 

I· : SAW in your ma~~i.ne (Appendix 1770) a tetter~ 
, figned E. R. cOl)tammg fome remarks upon, and a 
feve're c()nde~nation . of Dr. Lath:rop's (ermon at Bollon, 
entitled, u InnOCent Brood crying-for Vengeance," There 
remarks areirittodoced with obferving, that the frood of 
Ne\v-York and' Philadelphia had written a letter, and 
elaimec\ relation to the churell "f Scotland; and then 
fays the author, 'on reading of which, I could not help 
, ti)in.I~ing, if we may jJldgt: of the American church from 
• the fample her~ given, that our church derive$ no ~rea~ 
'honor, from ber wellern progeny; but I hope the fiock 
, is.oetter than the fam pIe.' . 
. N~w. fir" as to this author's. obfervations on Dr. La. 
throp's fermon, 1 fnall fay little; bec:aufe perhaps it can .. 
not be wholly jufiified-yet, if all drcumfianr.es are duly 
;1ttended tOt there is as little reafon. to infult or glory over 
the people of Bollon, as there was to exeite the public 
refentrnent againft captain P -. But what I hav~ 
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fgnor/lllct of the iJritish 

p'D.1y in yjew,' i~ .. fh«?rtly ,!O ~xp~f~ the .. 'exceffive a~furdity 
and ignorance 01 bringing in the lyuo<l of New- 'Y ork and 
Philadelphia on this occafion. \Vere the author of this 

, fermon ~\J.en • member of the fynod, ~r any ~ay con­
neCted \\'ith it, "the atte"ml1t wouJd.'be impertinent; becaufe 
no church can be fuppofed anf~,,'erable for the prudence of 
every particubr perfon conneCl:td with her, efpec~a))y 
the wifdom or 'propriety of did f' publications. Does the 
church of Scotland defire to be judged by this rule? I fup­
pofe not. Nor will I be guilty Gf fo much injufHce, as to 
judge of her by this her friend and advocate. ' I hope (as 
• he fays) the flock is better than the fample.' For, 

How afionifhinSl: mull be the ignorance of that gentle­
man cO'lcerning the- Britifh dominions ill Anlerica, when 
be fuppoCes the mininers of Bonon to be a part of the Cy­
nod of New. York and PhjJadc:lphi~! T )lid the fynod's 
letter faj anjr' {ueh thin~? Did 'it not enumerate the pro­
vincea in which tlleir members refide? Did it not inform 
the public, th~t'it is but i~vemy ye2rs {ince the firft pre~y. 
tery met in this country? But give me leave to inform 
your correfpoude.nt, that it is abo,ut onc.h,uppred .a.!ld f~ 
ty years finee the people of New-England -eftajlIi~ed;:a 
college at.. Cambridge near Bollon ~. dicit their chti,r.~hts 
~ upon the independf-nt plan, and are" in the four New~ 
England prMinces above five hundredio'nuinber; where­
as the whoie fynod of New. York and Phlradelpnia con­
tained, when their . letter was \vritten, bu"t on"e hundred" 
and twenty-feven niembers, and does not . ~ow amount 
to One hundred and fifty_ .. '. 

I do not mean by ihis to difc1aim eonne~ion with the 
churches ofNew.Englarid. They are a mon refpeClable 
part ofthe chlirch of enrill. Nor do I think that any part 
of the Britifh empire is at this day, equallo them for real 
religion and found morals. My fingle purpofe is to teach 
your correfpondent, and your readers in general, not to 
write upon American affairs, unJefs they· underfiand 
them. I tel! you nothmg but truth when I fay, that ~ing 
~Briton, I have often blufhed in company, to hear fio .. 
ries narrated of (he abfurd and ignorant manner in which 
perrona of no inconliderable !la.tions in Britain, have talk~ 



ed of things and places in Amenca. vte have h~ard of 
a gentleman in the honfe of commons, frequently making 
melltion of the islund of Pc:nnf~vlvania; alld of allother 
who in the privy counfd inflllt:d, after contradiclion, on 
his being right in his ddcripti:>n of the island of New-
Jerfey. · 

But what excels every thing is the following fiory. which 
I have been atfuft:d by perrons well acquainted with it, 
was a facL Some years ago, a frigate came from Eng­
land with difpatches for many, or mon of th~ 2overnOTS of 
provinces in North Amenca. The captain had orders to 
go firft to N~w. York, and from thellce to proceed to 
Gear ~ia, the Carolinas, Virginia, Ivlaryland, Pcnnfylva­
nia, and the Jerfeys. When !le arrived at :Ncw-York, 
h! deliv~red his difpatches there, and luentioned his or­
ders. The governor told him, if you will. give me the 
letters fi>r' the governors of New-Jerfey and Pc:nnlylvallia, 
1 will undertake to have :hem delivered in forty-eight 
hours; but jf you take the rout prefcribed to you, per­
haps they will not receive them in three months. To 
which the cal~tain replied, I do not care a farthing about 
the matter j I will flick to my inflruBions. 

I am, fir, your moIl obedient, 
humbie Itrvant, 

x. Y. 
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REFLECTIONS 

On the prtEmt State of PUBUC AFFAIRS, and D1J 

.. lhe Du'J and Interest of Amtrita in this :mportant 

Crisis. ....- . 

T HAT the prefent is an imporLdnt ;era to America. 
has been 10 often repeated, that I fu ppofe no man 

doubts it, and I hope few will forget it. Y <:t, however 
augoft the idea, it is capctble of being greatly enlarged. 
It will be an important ~ra in the hinary of mankind. 
The extent of this country is ruch, that a~ it is now, and 
prob.tbly will foon he fettled, it makes no inconfiderable 
part of the globe itfe1f. The European in general, hut 
particularly the Britifh fettlements in America, have for 
.ihele hundred years pafl, been ~xhibiting to the world a 
fcene differing in many refpeCts from what it ever be. 
held. I n all the ancient emigrations, or colonial fettle. 
Inents, the number was IOlall, the territary very lim~tedt 
and \vnich was nil) more, the people and the foil were al­
moll alike uncultivated; and therefore both proceeded to 
improvement by 'iery flow degrees. But in Aillerica 
we fee a country a1mufl without bounds, new and un· 
touched, taken poffdfion of at once by thl! power, the 
learning, and the wealth of Europe. 

Ht=nce it is that the cultivation and the population oC 
America have ad_vanced with a rapidity next to miracu· 
10us, and of which no political calculators have principles 
or data fuflicient to make a certain jud~ment.. I hold 
every tIling that has been raid on the numbers in Ameri. 
~ to be good for nothing, except ill certain places where 
they have proceeded on atlual numeration. 'Vhen writers 



late, tMt the lnhabiranrs in ~'~ric:a d(JUb)e ~mrmes 
in tWt"nty or t\\'~nty.5\'e y~a~ they (peak b~- ~rs,. and 
they f&y nothing. It m~y be untie, or o\-er the trutb in 
cert~in p.~ttS; but ,here ~n others in which t.~y be­
COtn~ tw-~l):\· tirn~s the n;lmher in !e\-en ve3rs.. I ~~ not • • 
kno\\· ~ and L'lere:ore wi!) not attempt t~ cNljt,~ltlre, ~. 
hIt man~illd lila)· tn'Jllipiy in a ccttn:ry that is in the 
motl f.a\·or"bl~ fi:1te pcfEbk,. both in itfdf, and for rttdy. 
in~ ~:, .c~f60n frop, O{I~rs lef. happily circumftanCt'd. 
"~~~t is nlore cert~n,. as .-cll as of nlOfe ~nlporta~ :0 
cb!erTe, i~ that the Bntiih Colollies in Ncr:n,Ame!i~ 
have: in this ~rpea exceeded every other count!}' upon 
the ~ce of the t:~nb. 

"~i~~t hJ$ Qubl t.'lis diflUence? Does the clima\e 0( 
Bri~ill natu.~)ly produce more \\~irJom,. ftrcngth ~r.d Ie .. 

tivitYt th~l th~t 0.- Fnnc~ S~in or Portu~? Surt17 
not, or \1"0 to A~rica itlelf; tOr tbe ~Ii of its colonies 
:Are in tbe climate of tbd~ Y~rv co:Jntries. It is tn~refore 

" 
,,-ithO'..lt doubt o~·il~~ to the !ibe~~ u-hich p:rY~dcs the 

• 

Rntitll COllliitution, and C:lRle ,,"ith the cruollifls to this 
put of t~e e:.rth. ~Iontetqaieu has,. with inifni~hlf: 
beauty. lhc:,,-n tn3t the naturai cauf~ of popuhttion or 
depopubtion, an: not h~f to po\\-erflAl as :he mon] cauks; 
by which btt h~ m~ns the n~te of fcclery, the form r1 
go\'emment, and. t~e m~nners of the: p~opJe.. \\~ ar, fa. 
mine and pefiilence are fc.lrcely feit. where there is lib-..r. 
ty and equall~ws. The wound made by thofe r~re judge 
mc:nts is lpe~ily clofed by the vigor of the conititution; 
whereas. in a more flCkif frame. a trifling Icratch \i-ill 
r2.nkle and produce long uii~aie. or perhaps terminate in 
de~th. . \\~.: Ileoo ~o no further than our o\vn countl)p to 
ha\Oe full proof of the force of !ih:: . ty • The fouth~rn co­
lonies, bldle:d as they are with a fuperior foil and more 
powerful fun, are yet greatly iuferior to PC!1nfylvanil 
and New-England, in nu~nberSt firength. and val~e of 
land in proportion to its quantity. The matter is eafUy 
folved. The COllfiitutiorls of thefe latter Colollies aro 
more favorable to univerfal indufiry. . 

But with all the differences bet\\'een one colony anQ 
another, America ill general, by its gradual impro\·c". 
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tfteDt, not long ago exhibited a fpellade. the moll delight. 
~) th~t c-~ be co.~ceiv~d, to • beneyolent and contem. 
pI.lti,-e mmd. A ~ntry, ~fO\\-iog ~v~ry y~ar in beauty 
and fc~ilitY1 the ~ople growing in numbers and ,,'ea)th. 
artS and fc~nces carefully cultivated and confiantly ad. 
nocing and potfetTing f«urity of pro~rty by liberty and 
equal laws" tvhich are the true and p~oper fource of aU 
the rell. '\~ile things \~re in this firuation, Great.Bri. 
tain reaped a. great, unenvi~, and Rill increa6!lg profit 
from the trade of th~ coloni~s. I am neither fo weak as 
to believe, D{]r (0 £ooliOl IS to affirm" as fome did in the 
beginning of this conteft .. that the colony tnd~ w~s the 
whole fuppor': of a m3jority of the people in Great-Britain. 
Bow could any perfon of· refte8ion flppofe that the fo­
reign trade of three millions of pc:ople, could tv.: the chief 
fupport of eig!lt millions, when the internal ~rade of thef~ 
tight mil1i\lns themfdves, is and mull :)I! the fupport of 
double the number that could be fuppor~ed by the trade of 
Americ~ betides their trade to every other part oi the 
world? But our trade was ftill of great importance and 
,alue. and yielded to Great-Britain yearly, a profit vamy 
fuperior to any thing t~y could reafollil.bly hope to -lraw 
from taxes and impofilions, although they had been tub .. 
mitted to w t~hout COOl plaint. 

This howev~r did not fatisfy the king, minifiry and 
parliament of Great-Britain. They formed golden, but 
mitlaken and delufive hopes of lightenir'~t their o\vn btlr­
dens by levying taxes from us. They formed various 
plans, and attempted various meafures, not the mon pru­
dent I ccnfefs, for carrying tlleir purpofe into effetl:. 1'llC 
ultimate purpofe itfelt was in fome degrt(! covered at tirft, 
and they hoped to bring it about by flow lnd impercepti. 
ble Reps. In f~me inUances the impofition was in itfdf 
of little confequence; as appointing the colonies to f~r. 
nifh faIt, pepper and vinegar to the troops. Hut the lau­
dable and jealous fpirit of liberty was alive and awake, 
and hardly fuffered any of them to pars uflobferved or un· 
refilled. Public fpirited writers took care that it fhould 
not fieep i and in particular the celebrated Pennfylvania 
Farmer's Lctten were of fignal fervice, by furnifhing the 



lttftecli(J1l$,· tic. 

lovers of their country ,,·jth faels, and ilJuRrating the tigbtl 
and privileges whicll it was their duty to defend. . 
. rrhe laft attempt made by the miniflry . in the ~ay or 
art ~nd addrtfs, was repealing the aft Jaying duties OIl 

paper, glafs, afld painter's (:olor~ and Ic:aving a fmaO 
duty on tea, attended with fuch circumftances. that the 
tea fhou}() come to llS no (Iearer, but perhaps' ~heaper~ than 
before. rrhii was evidently wit~ dc:fign that we might 
be indu~ed ~\) let it pars, and io the ~laim having once tie 
~en place, might be carried in other infiances to the great .. 
eft height. This nlan~lJ\'re, ho\v~\'er-l did not elude tbe 
.vigilance of a public fpirited people. The whole colonies 
declared their refolution nevtr to receive· it. .... -- -
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THOUGHTS 

0)1 

AJIERICAN LIBERTt. 

..... 

THE Congrers is, proner.y rp~king, the .I'tprtrenta. 
ti\'e of the great \lady of the people of North Ame. 

rica. Thrir eleaion is for a panic':llar purpofe, and • 
particular feafon only; it is quite difiint\ from the af. 
femblies of the r~veral provinces. What will be before 
them, is quite different t~om what was or could he in the 
vie\v of the ele8.ors, when the affembJies are chofen. 
Therefore thofe provinces are wrong, who committed it 
to the a[~lnb!y ~s fuch~ to rentl delc1ateSt though in fom~ 
provinces, ruch ;s &fi()n and Virginia, and fome others, 
tile unanilllity of fentiment i$ fuch, as to make it. the. 
falne thing in effeCt. 

It is at lean extremely uncertain, wf.:~.ther it tould be 
proper or fafe fQr the Congrefs to fend either amhaffador~, 
~etition or addrefs, direCtly to king or paTliaanent~ or botb. 
They may treat them as a difQrderly, unconfiituti~nal 
meeting-they may hold tlleir meeting itfelf to be crimi. 
nal-they may find fo many ohjections in point of legal 
form, tbat it is plainly in the power of thofe who willi to bo 
able to do it, to dt:aclt;n the zeal of the multitude in the; 
(olonies, by amliiguous, dilatory. frivolous anfwers. per. 
haps feverer nleafures. It is certain that this t-;ongrefs i_ 
tlifferellt from any . regula!: exertion, in thr: acc~nomed 
fQrms of a quiet, approv~d" fettled conllitptiQ;l. Jt i, ~ 
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Thcughls on 

intemlpt!On or fufpenfion of the ufual forms, and an ap. 
peal tb the great Jaw of reafon, the £ril print: pks of the 
fociaJ union, allcl the m\.)titlld~ coIJtaiv~I)~, for Wllofe 
bt:nefit all th~ p~rticular laws and cultoms of a confiiluttd 
flate. are fuppofed to havt! been originall) t'flclblifheci. 

There is not the leafi reafoTl as ~·~:t. to li.iflk that either 
the killg, the parliamellt, or even tIle people of Great. 
Britain, have been abi~ to ellttr into the great pr}llf"ipJes 
Ofll11iverf.llliherty, or art willit)g to hear tile (JilcufIion of 
the ~in~ of right, without prtjudice. They ha\"~ not on~ 
ly taken no pail)S to cnnvinct! us that fubmiffion to their 
claim is confiflent with liberty among us, but it is doubt. 
ful whether they c:xiJttl or ddire we fhould be convinced 
of it .. • It feems rather thal they mean to force us to be ab. 
folute ficlves, knowing ourfdvc=s to be fuch by the hard law 
of .neceffity. If this .is not their meaning.,andthe.y willi us 
tri believe that our properties and liv~s are quite fafe in 
the abfolute difpofal of the Britifh Pclrliamtnt, the late 
aas with refpetl to Bofton, to ruin their capital, denroy 
their charter, and grant the foldiers a licence to murder 
them, are. certainly arguments of a very fin~ular nature. 
~ Therefore it follows, that the great ohjt"B of the approach. 

ing Congrefs fhouJ(r he to unite ttle colonies, alld Illake 
them as one body, in any meafure of felf.defence, to offure 
the people of Gre~t.Britain that we wiH not fubmtt volun. 
taOrily, and convince them thdt it would be either im polli. 
ble or 1.1nprofitable for them to compe1 us by open violence. 

For this purpofe, the following refolutions and recom· 
mendations are funmitted to their confilleration :---
· I. To profefs as all the provincial and count)' 0 rulers 

hav·e done, our loyalty to the king, and our backwardnefs 
to break our conllexion· with Great-Britain, if \'le are not 
f<?rced by their unjufl impofitions. H~re it may not be 
improper to compare our pan conduct \vith that 'of Great­
Bri.tain itfdf, and perhaps explicitly to profefs our detdla­
tion of .the virulent and infolent abufe of his majd1l's 
perfonand family, which fo nlany have been guilty of in 
tilat ifland. 

1. To dec1are~ not only that we efleem the claim or 
the Britilh parliament to be illegal and unconfiitutional, 



but that we arc: firmly determined never to rubmit to it, 
anll do (lelib~rJtt:ly Ilfeter war with all its horrors, and 
evc::n t:XtC:TlI1!lldtioll itfdf to fi4vc::ry, rivc::tted 00 us and 
our poiterity. 

3. To refolve that we will adht!re to the interefi of the 
wtlole bocly, and thctt 110 col OIlY thall make its f~par41te 
~a~e, or from the hope of p irrial diflinClioo.leave others il 
the viai.ns of miniflerial ven~eallce, taut that we will con. 
tinue ullited, all(1 purfue the faIlle nrleafllres, till American· 
liberty is fettled on a iolid. h tfis. and in panicular till the 
no\v fufF::ring i:olony ot·-M dTClchufelts Bay tll"efior~d to­
aU t!Je rights of \v!lich it has b.::en, (,n t.bi~ occafion, unjull. 
1y deprived. 

4. Tilat a non-importation agreement, which has been 
too long delayed, fhould be entered into immediateJy~ and 
at the fltne time, a generd.l non-confumptive agreement, 
as to all Britifh goods ~t leaH, {houlel be circulated ulliver. 
fally thro~gh. the country, and take pJace immeciiately, 
that thofc:. who have retar(lt!d the non-importation a)!fee­
ment, may not make a profit to themfelves by thi.i injury 
to their country. 

s. ·rtllt fo n~ of the morl eff~au~l meafu!'es flrmld be 
ta~~en to pro!note, not Otlly indllftry in general, but D1a .. 

nllf~la:llres itl particular; fuch as ~~ranting premiums in 
diffl!rc::nt colonies tor mltlufat.lllres which can be produced 
in them; apl)()intin~ I)ublic Illarkets for all the materials 
of 1n~\nufaallre; inviting over and encoura~ing able rna .. 
nufacturers in every brarlch; aIm appointing focieties in 
every great city, efpt:cially in principal f!!a.ports, to receive 
fubfcriptions for diretlin~ and t!ncourlgin~ emigrants who 
fhall come over frorn Europe, ~hether manufaCtures or 
laborers, and Pllblifhing propofals for this purpofc:, in the 
Britilh newfpapers. 

6. Ttlat it be recomme.l·Jed to tIle leg1fiatilTe of e'very 
(01011)', to put their Il)ilitia UpOll tile befl footing; and ro 
all A."llericans to provi(Je thell)r~lyes with arlns,: in cate 
Qf a \var with the II1Cllans, French (Jf Roman CatlloJics, 
or in cafe they thould be reduced to the hard necefiity of' 
defending themfdves from murder and a[.u.nnatioll~ 

• 



7. That i committ·:e fhould be appointed to draw. up 
an earndl and affectionate addrds to the army and navy, 
puttillg tlleln in nlilltl of tht:ir cilaracter as BritollS, the 
l't:proacll \\'llich tht:}: will brinz UpOll tileillfc;lv~s, and tbe 
dat16tr to \\'llich they \viil be expofeu, if the}· allow them. 
felves to bt the inHrUffientS of eullclving th~ir country. 

8. l'tldt a I)Iatl of union fhould be laid dC)\Vll for all 
the COlOllits, to tllat. as forillerly, they may ,eorrc:fpond 
and afcertclin how they fhall effectually co.operate in ruch 
meaiures as {hall be llece[ary to their common defence. -- -- --
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ON THE 

CONTROVERSY 

ABOUT 

J N D E PEN DEN C Z . 

•• ••• • 

SIR, 

I BEG leave by your affillance, to puhlifh a few thought. 
llpon tile manner of condutlitlg, what I tll!llk is now 

called tile ind~pell(lt!(!t controver(y, in Wllich this COUI1-
tty in general is fo )!reatly interelled. Everyone knows 
that when the claims of the Britifh Parliament wt:re open. 
Iy nlade, antI violently enforcecl, tIle moll precile arId <Ie­
termined refo.tl:iO!~1) were entered into, and publifhed by 
every colony, every county, and almofl every towufhip or 
fmaIler diflrict, that they "-'ould not fublllit to tllem. 1'his 
was clearly ex pi~[c:d irl the grt:attfl pdrt of them, afld 
ou"ght to bt: underHood as the implied f~nrc: of them all, 
not only that they would not soon or e(lsi/y, but that they 
wouid nC'lJer on allJ C'liCllt, fubmit to them. For my own 
part, I COllters, I would never have figlled thefe refolves at 
lirll, nor taken up arms in confeqm:nce of thern afkr .. 
\\'arcls, if I had (lot been fully C011Villct<i, as lain iiill, th~t 
acquiefcence in thi~ ufurped powt:r, would be followt:d by 
the total ~ind abfolute ruiil of the COtOllits. They "'QuId 
have het!1l no better than tributary fia(t:s to a kingdom at a 
great dillancc fronl ulem. Ffhcy would have been there. 
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fore, IS h~s been the c~;e with all ficltes in a Gmilar Gtua. 
· tior1 fron} th~ b.:ginllin~ of the world, the f"~rv,\11!S of r~r. 

vants fro,n ~en~ratioil (0 ~eneratioll. F tlr rilis recltol} I 
declare it to have b:e.l sn}1 m~a!ljn~, an~l I know it WiS 

th\! :ueaning of thou lands more, that though we: earnefily 
w.fh:!d for recoflciliarion ,,·ith iiltt:t,· to Otlr li~rlles, \'et 

~ ~ 

we tl!ll de:i~rarely prefer, not oilly the h(lrrOrS of a civil 
war, not only the dan;!er of anarch}', and the u!lcert.timy 
of a Ilew f~tt)e'nent, b It ev~q exter!nillaiion itfelf to !la­
ver':, rivttt~J on us alld Ollf pollcrit},. 

rj"'jle olofi peaceabJe Glt:ans '\\'t're firfi ufed; Ollt no re. 
laxation CQuid lk o~t?ined: one arbitrarv and 0l>prdlive 
ad followed ~fter another; they- ddiro)ed the property of 
a wholt' capit.tl-fubverteu to its very foundation, the con. 
ftitution 3ild go\'erl}lnent of a whole colony, alld grallied 
the foidiers a Lb~rty of mllTtkril!g in all the colon!es. I t!1_­

preis it thus, becaufe tht!y were: not to be ~alled to act:ouat 
for it \\~here it was comnlitted, ~vhich e\/ery bod}" mull ale 
low was cl teillporary, and u:1l1oubtedl}" in ninety-nine ta. 
fc:s of an hundred, mutt have iffm:d in a total iIII pmlity. 
There is 011: circumflance ho\\~ever in m}- opinion, Illuch 
more curious thall all the refi. The reader \vill j"dv, \\7hat 

~ . 

call tIltS be? It is the follo\\:·illg, \vhich I beg nlay be partie 
cuiarly attended to :-Whil~ aU this was a doing. the King 
ill his fi>eeches, the parliament in their afis, and the peG­
pl~ of Great Britain in their addreffl"ss never fcliled \0 ex­
to! their own l~nity. I do not infer from this, that the King. 
P,~rliaI11etlt 311tl p\::ople of Great Brita!l} are all bir~trians 
and LV~l~f:S-the iaference is unnecdfary and unjufl ~ But 
1 inft!r the mifery of the people of America, if tht:y mull 
fu!Jm~t in all ((ISeS tuhll soe:VL~"\ to ti1e dtcifiollS of a body 
of i:le ft)tlS of i\lidlll, I:, (Iillanl from theIn, and \vho hare 
an lnkrdi in opprdull).! them. It h.1S been my opinion 
frotn tIle beginniJ1g, tilclt \\'c (lit} not carry our reafotlillg . 
flAIl}" Ilolne, \Vlleil \\'e cOlllpla:l~L'll of atl arbitrary prince, 
or of tIle illfolcilce, cr~ !~.'lt~· atll1 ob~i lIlac}' of Lor(} North, 
Lor<.l fiute, or I~or(l ]\Iaf~sfitld. ~Th"t \\'e 11ave to fear, 
all:l ,,:Ilat \\'e Ila\!"(! ll0W ~o grlpp!e \\tith, is tIle ignoral1cet 

prejt!dice, partiality and injtlll,iee of human .I:tature• . ~ei-. 
tiler king nor minillry, couid have dune, nor dUTH have" 
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atttmpted what we have (een~ if they had not had the na.­
lio!lOI) their fide. The frientls of Anlerica in England 
are fc:\v ill number, 111d contemptible in influenc~; nor 
mull I omit, that even of there fe\\', not one, till vtry late-. . 
1r. ever realoned the American cal'fe upon its proper 
principles, or view~d it in its proper light. 

Pc::itions on petitions ha\'e been 11refented to kin~ and 
Parliarnt:nt~ and an addrefs f~nt to the people of Great­
Britain, which have been not merely fruitleJs, but treate(l 
with the higheft degree of (iif<lain. ~rhe condlltt c.f the 
Britifh miniflry during the \Vholr: of tllis cOlltefi, as has 
be~n often obferved, has !:~C;ll fuch, :as to irritate tIle 
whole people of this C011linent to the higheR degree, at,d 
unite them 'together by tIle firm bond of nectffit)~ al1U com. 
man interefl. In this refpeCt the)· have fer\-ed us in the 
moll: effential manner. I am firml}' p~rfuad~(l, that had 
L~e wilefi heads in America met together to COlltri\-e \vhat 
meafures the miniflry fhould follow to ftrengthen the 
American oppofition and defeat their o\vn (It=figllS, they 
could not have fallen upon a plan fo elfe8ual, as that 
which h:?s been fieadi1y purfued. Ont: inftance I cannot 
help mentioning, becaufe it was both of mon: imp()rtance~ 
and lefs to b~ expected than any other. "'lhen 1 majo­
rity of the New-York Affembly, to their eternal infamy, 
atterUI)ted to break tile union of tlie colonies, by rtfufing 
to approve tht! proceedings of the Congrefs, a11({ apI1J)-ing 
to P .. diament by feparate petition-becaufethey prefumec.l 
to ulake mention of the principal grievallce of tax2tion, it 
Was treated \vitll ineffable Cotlte~npt. I d,fire it nlay bt: ob­
fervcd, that all thofe "rho are called tl-le friends of Anlerica 
in Parliament, pleadC'd flrongly for receiving the Ne\V­
York pdltion; which plainly 1hewed, that neither the 
one nor tIle oti1er un<lert1oo(1 tile llate of affairs in Anl~ri. 
ca. Hact the miniflry btell prll{lcllt, or the oppofitiotl 
fuccefsfuJ, we had been ruined; but with what tranfport 
diJ e~'ery friefld to American liberty hear. that thefe trai. 
tors to the cOlUmon clufe, had met with the reception 
Which they dtlerved. 

Nothin~· is mort! manifdl, than that the people of Great .. 
llritail1~ and even the king and minillry, have been hither. 
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to exceedingly ignorant of the nate of things in Ameri~ 
For this reaton, the:ir meafures have: been ridiculous in the 
highe:11 degree, and t!le itrue di:grdceful. There are tome 
wno will not believe that they are ignorant-they ttll Ut, 

how cat! ,his be? Have tlley not tl1U!titu(l~s in this coun. 
try, \\'ho gave them intelligence from the beginning? Yes 
the}' have; but the}~ would truit none but \vhat the}- called 
official intelligence, that !s to fay. from obltquiou&, inter~ 
efled tools of governi11t:nt; mr.ny of them knew little of 
tile true !late of things themleivest and when they did; 
would not tell it, len it fllouM be difagreeable. I have not 
a very high opinion of tIle integrity atld" candor of Dr. 
C -, Dr. C , and other mercenary writers in 
.N ~w -York; yet I firlr,ly bt:li~ve, that they thollght the 
frieil(is of Afa.~ricatl liberty Inucll more incoJ1fiderable, 
hotl) for weight and nu \l1bers, thall they were. 'l"hey con. 
verfell with few, but thofe of their own way of thinking, 
anc] accorclillg to the CO'nlll)On deception of 4'ittle Inillds, 
nlifiook the felltinlt!lts prevailing within the circle of 
their own acquaintance,: tor the judgment of the public. 
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SIR, 

I T AXE the liberty, by means of your free and unin~ 
fluenced preis, of cOlnmunicating to the p\lhlic a fe\v 

remarks lIpan the manner of condllf'£ing the American 
controverfy in general, and on fome of the.. \vriters tllat 
~ave aplleareJ in your paper in particular. That }·OU 

may not pals [entence UpOll (ne immedi~tely as an enemy 
to tl1e ro}'al authority, alld a fon of fedition, I declare that 
I erteem IllS n1ajeiiy king George the tllird to have tIle 
only rig11tful and la\vful title to the Britifll cro\\~n, whicll 
was Cettled upon his family in confequence of the glorious 
revolution. You will fay, this is nothing at all-; it is the 
creed of the faCtious BoH(mians.. I will then go a little 
further, alld fa}~ that I flot only re\pere him as tIle firlt 
magjllrate of the realm v but I lo\~e ancl llonor him as ;~ 
matl, an<l anl I)~rflladed that lle \\'iilles t!"le profperit}, antI 
happinefs of his people in every part of his dominions" 
Nay, I have Hill more to fay \ I do not think the BritiOl 
mini{lry then"lfelves have dekr\'eti all tbe abufe and foul 
natl1es that Il:tve b~c:n btfio\'lcd on them b)' political wri~ 

Vot.IV. Q..q 
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terse The fleps which the}' have taken with refpea to 
An.crican affairs, and \\"hi,h I efleem to be unjufi, irr.po. 
litic, and barbarous to the Iligh~fi degree, have bten 
chiefly owing to the t\\'o fol1owing caufes. I. Ignorance 
or mifiake, occafioned by tIle mifinfornlation of interetled 
and treacherous perf OIlS eOlplo}'ed in their fervice. 2~ The 
prt:judices common to them, with perions of all ranks in 
the ifland of Great.Britain. 

Of the firil of there, I filal} fa}' nothing at 11refent, be. 
cauie perhaps it may occur \\,ith as great propriety after. 
\\tards. Bllt as to the fecond, there is to be foun(l in the 
newfpapers enough to convince every nlan of refleCtion, 
that it \vas not the king and the nl~niflry only, but the 
wIlo]e nation that was enraged againft America. The 
tide is but jufi beginning to turn; an(l I anl in forrJe doubt 
whether it has fa:r)y turned yet, upon any larger princi­
ples than a regard to theiL- own interefl, which rna} be af. 
fected by our proceedings- It can hardly be expected, 
that the eyes of a wllole nation fhould be at once opel1ed 
upon the generous princip1es of univerfal liberty. It is 
natural for the mllltitude in Britain, lvho have been from 
their infancy taught to look upon an aCt of parliament a~ 
fupreme and irrefifiible, and to confider the liberty oftheir 
country itfelf as confining in the dOlninion of the houfe 
of commons, to be furprifed and aflonifhed at any fociety 
or body of men, calling in quefiion the authority of par .. 
liament, anq denying its power over them. It certain­
ly required time to make them fenfible t.hat things are in 
fuch a fituation in America, that for {he houfe of com· 
mons in Great Britain to a[ume the Uilcontrouled power 
of impofil1g taxes upon Alnerican property, WQu}cllle as 
inconCttletlt \\,ith the fpirit of the Britifll confiitution, as 
it appears at firfi fight agreeable to its form. It argues 
great ignorance of human nature to fuppofe, that becaufe 
\ve fee a thing clearly, \vhich we contemplate every day, 
and Wllich it is our intereJl to believe and maintain, there­
fore tlley are defiitute of honor and truth \vho do not ac­
knowledge it immediately, though all their former ideas 
and habit:; have led them to a contrary fuppofition. A man 
~ill become an Ame~ican by refiding in the ~ountry thf$C 
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months, with a profpeC\ of continuing, more eafily and 
ceruinl}" thln by readin~ or hearing of it for three years, 
amid!l t~le fop~inry of Jaily difputation. 

For th~rc! reaions, I Ila,,.e often been ~ieved to fee tllat 
th~ pJ~ad~rs for Arnerican libert}:-, have rnixed fo much of 
abufe ant! illvetl:ive againfl tIle nJinifiry in general, as 
weil as particular perfons, lvith tlleir reafonings in [up-' 
port of th~ir o\vn n~ofi righteous claim. I ha\ge often faid 
to friellJs of r\merica, OIl that fubjetl, it is not the king 
and miniftry, fo much as the prejudices of Britons, with 
whicil you have to conterd. Spare 110 pains to have them 
fully illformed. Add to the ilnmoveable firmnefs \1/ith 
which you julHy rapport your own rights, a continual fo­
licitude to convince the people of Britain, that it is not 
patulJu but rearon that infpirc's you. ,1'eU them it cannot 
be ambition, but neceffity, that makes J'OU run an evident 
rifk of the hc:avidl fufft!rings~ rather than forfeit for your. 
felv~s an(i your pofterity, the greatefl of all earthly blef. 
1in~s. 

Another circumfiance gave me flill more uneafinefs, viz. 
that many American patriots feemed to countenance, an~ 
to thinl{ thelnl'elves intereftcd in the profperity of that 
motl defpicable of all faC\iolls that ever exified in the Bri. 
tifh empire, headed by the celebrated John Wilkes) efq. 
That fhamelefs gang carried 011 their attacks \\rith fuch 
grofs, and indecent, and groundlefs abufe of the king and 
his family, that the}1 became odious to the nation, and 
indeed fo contemptible, that the miniftry fent at one time 
the lord mayor of L-Ondon to the tower, without exciting 
the Ieafi refentment in the perfoos of property in that 
great city, [0 as to be felt in the operations of the trea. 
fury. 

I am fenfible, and I mention it with pleafure, that no 
American ever proceeded to fuch offenfive extravagance 
on there fubjects, as the penple in Britain. Far greater 
infults were offered to the fovereign, within the city of 
London, and within the verge of the court, than ever were 
thought of, or would have been permitted, by the mob in 
any part of An!erica. Even the writings COl1taining illi. 
'beral abufe from England, were fcarcely fought after here, 
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and many of them never publifhed, although it could ha\"e 
b. ... en done without the leaR danger of a profctutio!1. y ~t, 
.thol1gh the people of America are as dutiful and refpeCl:ful 
fubjetls to the king as any in his dominions, there were 
forne things duilt:, and fome things publilhed, that ieem .. 
~(l to illtilnate that \ve had Olle and the fanle caufe with 
the author of the North-Britain, No. 45. The evil confe­
quence of this \vas, that it had a tetldency to 1ead the 
king and minifiry to think that the American claim was 
no better than the ~Tilkite clamor, and fo to oppofe it \vith 
the fame firmnels, and to treat it with the fame difdaill. · 
Nothing could be more injudicious than this conduCl in 
the Americans; and it arofe from the moll abfolute ig .. 
norance of political hiftory. The fiamp.taCl, that firft-bom 
of American oppreffions, was framed by the chief men of 
that very faCtion; and it is plain from tbeir language to 
~his hour, that the)F make no other ufe ,of American dif. 
turbances, but as engines of oppofition, and to ferve the 
Inean purpofes of party or of family intereft. 

I do not lnean by this to take any part with or againl1:. 
the prefent minifiry. I have feen many changes of the 
millifiry, \\'ithout allY fenfible cllange of the nate of pub­
lic affairs. Notlling is more comillon witll tllem than to 
raife a hideous outcry,~gainfi a meafure, when they are 
out, and yet, without 1hame or confcience, do the very 
fume, thing as foon as they get in. I look upon the caufe 
()f America at prefent to be a matter of truly inexpreffible 
moment. The {late of the hllman race through a great 
part of the glob~, for ages to com-e, depends II pon it. 
Arly o1iniiler or Inillillry, who is in or Gut of court favor, 
at a particula.: junCture, is fo little a matter, that it fhould 
110t be nanlecl with it. -- - ---

-
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SIR, 

I HAVE a few thoui!~ts to communicate, tidl to your­
felt~ and after tl1at, if you pleafe to t}le pub~ic, ~\1)011 '-Ile 

manner nf COilduCting wllat is no\v called the in(l~r/eJl~ 
dent COlltroverfy, in the nev/fpa!)ers. 1-'llere are to 11~ 
founJ i[} the traB:s upon one fide of this queflion, aimot1 
without exception, complaints of fame ren~ints, felt or 
feared, tlpOn tl1e freedorrl of tIle prefs. I l!lLllI be g1.1d to 
be inform~d, b~cauft! I atn yet ignorant, \vhat founclatioa 
there is for tllt:fe complaints. A pamphlet was plll11i-fhed 
fometime ago, calling itfelf CO;)) '11 on SenI~, whidl nohody 
was obliged to read, l1Ut thofc! \vho \vere \\l9 il1ing to pay fOf 

it, an(l that prett)' dearly ton. It was ho\\tever reacl very 
gerlerally, \~illicll I fUPI)oft! mllt1 l,a\'e arilen either- from 
th~ beauty a11d ele~ance of tIle coal110fition~ or fro:1J the 
tratIl and inl.portJ.nce of tIle 111,lttcr COlltaillecl ill it. rr'hat 
it diel not arife frorn tl\t~ nrfl of thefe Calltes, I fllall take for 
graTltecl, tllltil I meet \Vitrl fO~ller.)r.,(l)f 1,vilo is of a (Iifft!rent 
opinion; and when. tllis is a(ided to tIle circllm!lallce of 
its bein,~ fold ill tIle ma.nller abo\re mentioll~cl, it 13 {JIain 
that the fubjeB: matter of Common S::nfe '~'as propof~d 
~o the world ullder e\~ery difadvantage, but tIl at l)f its O\VC, 

manifefl: imiJJrtance atl(l applrellt trutll or prot)Jllility. 
Things being in this fituation, after time fufficient tC) 

ha.ve matured any pamphlet of an ordinary fize, out 
tomes an aaf~~r to Comr/1On Se1lse, under the title of 
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Plain Tnlth. This in one refpe8:, was perfe8.ly fair. for 
it Vlas pamphlet againfi pamphlet; and tile faiel PJ,in 
1'ruth alto was fold, as well as Common Senfe, at a very 
high price. For this laft circumfiance. there was no need 
of affigning a reafon, becaufe I apprehend it is the un. 
doubted right of every author, to fet what price he pleafes 
upon the produCtions of his genius, and of every printer 
upon the produCtions of !lis prefs, leaving it always to the 
public to determine whether they wiil purchafe thefe pro. 
dutl:ions at that price, or any other. A reafon ho\vever 
was aligned, which was as fingular as it was unneceffary. 
\Ve \vere told that only a fmaII number of copies was 
printed of the first ed:tion, I believe this is the only in. 
f!ance that Catl be proc.luced, of calling a book in its publi­
catiotl, the lirfi edition. ?he only reafon of making more 
eliitiol1S tllan 011e of any book, is the 1jleedy fale of that 
number of cOjJies, \vhich the modefiy of the author, or 
the prullence of the buokfeller, thought might be fufficient 
lor the public demand. In this cafe, there is \Vllat is fia .. 
ted by the printers a call for another euition. . But there 
are multitudes of publications, as to \vhich this call is 
never heard, and therefore none of them can, \vith pro­
priety of fpeech be fiiled the firU: edition. How would it 
fOllIld if I filould fa.y, that a man \\/ho came alone into my 
houfe, was the firfr: of tIle company that entered; or that 
my wife, who is fiiH alive and well, is my firft wife, when 
it is \Tery poiIible that fue may live till I am unfit for any 
other wife, or till fhe is at liberty to take a fecond hut: 
band? 

But further, fllppofing that the author and bookfeller 
had been rigllt in that expeB:atioll, which the ure of the 
phrafe plainly thews the vanity of the one and the mifft 
take of tile other llad raifed ill them, I d·~fir,~ to know how 
that \vas a reaion for printing few copies, an.d thus render­
ing them unconfcionably dear. You printers know befit 
bllt I take it for grallted from tIle nature of the thing, that 
you print fewdl: copies of a book, when you do not ex .. 
pea a general fale. If I were certain tllat this differtation 
of mine would cauie an unufual demand for the paper that 
contains it, I would moddUy fuggeft to you, to print three 
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or four hundred of tllat number more than COtTlmon. Ifl 

li!~e nlanner .. if it \\'as certain ~,t the appearance of tlli:t 
pamphlet, thal it would be lhe fidl of many editions, fol. 
lowing one allolher in rapid fucceffion, it feems the rno!l 
obvious thing in the world that the edition fhould have 
been as large as poffibJe. U pan the whole, this \\-as all 

unlucky Humble at the threfhold in the author of Phill 
Truth, as wdl as an unexpea~d lapsus of the great, ilIuf. 
trious, and exalted R. B. provi(lore, as he calls him!elf, 
to :he f~ntimentalii~s, for \\lhich I fincl no '.\'a}' of aCCOUfl!­

ing, but that they were inadvertently led by the fubjea 
t,hey had in hand to acl, as well as \\·rite, in direa oppo­
fition to Cornmoll Senie. 

'Vell~ the book comes out, of which I had a pr~rent of 
t\\·o copies, fronl different perfons, not\vithftanding tIle 
fmall11efs ~of the number printed. Bllt \~:hat fhall I fay~ 
either of the fiy Ie or reafoning of the performance~ The 
reading of three pages gave me the opinion of it, which 
all \vho read it afterwards coneurred ill, and \vhich all \\'110 

have not read it, eafily acquie1ced io- In execution it was 
fo contemptible, that it could not procure a reading on a 
fubjea, as to \vhich, the curiofity of the pllblic \vas raifed 
to the greaten height; it not only wanted good qUQlities 
in point Jf tafie and propriety, but ,i.·as eminently ponel: 
fed of every bad one. COillmon Sellfe fometillles faile(l 
in gramnlar, but never in perfl)icuit}F. Plain Truth \\'-as 
fo ridiculoufiy ornamenteu with vapid, fenfdefs phrafes 
'alld feeble epithets, that his meaning coulel hardl)· be! com­
prehended. He often put me in mind of the painted 
windows of fome old gothic buildings, \\,-hich keep out 
the light. If COmlTIOll Senfe in fome places 'Ji·antec po. 
lilli, Plain Trutll \vas coverecl over, from heau to foot, 
\vith a detefiable and !linking \7arnilh • 

. As to the argument itfelf, altbough nothing could be 
more clearly {latec} than it \\'as ill Comnlon Sen fe, }get in 
Plain Truth it was never touched upon in the le:!(t :tegree& 
The autll0r of COlnmon Senfe diel not \vrite his book to 
fhe\v tllat ~re OUgllt to refill the utlconfiitlltional cl iims of 
Great Britain, \vhicll '.ve had all deternlilled to do long 
before j he wrote it to fhew that we ought not to reek or 
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l~;~,in -l"r"ltn Oil til~ CO!l:r"'T}·, ne\'~r a::~tnp:s !o f:.e\r t!lat 
t :~ere is the Je,iii I~rol~lbiii!}· of O!):;l:ni::g reCOt~C ili.trioll on 
itae!) i~r:ltS a..i \~.::! i)r~.:·:::r\·e and !ecur~ c",r l~berties, but 
Jl~S C:Xt'r~~~~ :!il ;::s i~::!~ f\)iC~, t~ pro\'c, t!lat filch is the 
f' ,. ~ ,.,.... l.. ' 'II be · ..... 
!rt·t',·.~~:l (l: ureat l.)rl:~::l, !,~~: 1: \\'1. III \·4In lor us to 

fc:fi.: ,~t ~t;i. 1 \'. i;i r=='~r i~ to the in1partiaJ ju\.!gme!lt of 
a'lt ,,\ .. "0 : .,,~ r~~·l·l..·:- ·r~ ~.;,'a \,.I,oth .... r tl,~ '11'ft ~nd ,. ~!,. ,~ ... '- -.,," ,l .. ~ ~ ... '-..l, ... ~, "I\, '- l~~ ~ ... I ,'1 pro. 
per inf~n:w.·~ from i::.; :-C:i.:~:.in~ is not, tJ.~t we ought 
illln~~ui,lt~ly to !~:~~! an enlbatl)-9 \\'ith ropes abollt their 
11 -~ "ks to nl ~:.p ~ ': ... il ~n,l ~~ .. n""bJ~ fl'''r·-.n-1'''r of'" ourf:o.) .. ",(, I, _ .... '- ... ~.i ... ~ .... ~ l.~,.. t: a~. \.1 \.1_ e \cS 
~f" 1 a~: C"'''' ., ... "\:"'\....,.,-." •• to t~·.:ll (1'1:'.'0(-1 nf'·' t\..Q ~'l3r~nt r.:. t-~~ ',1 ,.- \,. .. , t·· ..... 1·-'" ' .. \ ,.-. 'l~ -" w ltv I- '-6o IlG~. 

rj"il:S t::\.:}lP i!.l\·~ tl,rn)~!!)1t ~nd eXFlicitJ)" deman(le(i of us, 
;tad ~;lis we h:1vt: wi!h f:q:.:::I dearnefs dctermined we will 
1'· titer ll·} ·1~(-"~ ('''~i''i;!''\l' t~en 1'~· ~~-11 "-e m"~·A refit' ~'- • \. , 4\'. _,\,.." ,\,;. ..._ ..> J ~1.4 1 ,.. ~ 'lK,- 1 • .. 
t,l!l~e \\'::rl t::e t;r~l~eil iorce, 3S r~bei 1ubje~ts of a go\:em. 
n}:arlt \' .. ~i:C!l \\"e aCkI10\\"]e(lge, or as il~{!ependent nates 
a6 ... i!t"'ilt all t!~,rp::d po\\-er \\~hich \'-e (letefi anci abhor • 

.t\.!~\.:r th!s r::~r0tatc~1 alit!lor \,':lS cfT the fiage, a new 
f~t of ar~!at;():}ii;S ai)i~3re",1 agaillfl Conlmon Senfe? but 
ill:=eJ~1 of l}ul,JiiJi:ng t:ie £ril editioll of pamph!e~s, they 
cho!~ to Clppear in the Ot:w(p,lpers, The propriety of this 
1 t~~ l~i~\"e to eXllllitle. ~!tlch h:lS beell faiel about the 

~ 

lillCfty of tht: preIs; luff~r Ine to f'a}! C& fc\v \\-CT,ls for the 
lib·e:-t}' t\f rt::!tlers. '\~h~~l a pan1 pillet is p~blifl1et! allli 

io!",,! .. llct1(\.ly· is \~·ror.;e(l. '\:-'11(0 the anf\\"er to it is pub. 
lifted =H~d !(i!d, the thing. is q.~ite fair. 1'he wrikrs and 
tl~t:ir cllife ,~·ill U[l,!e:-~o 3n ill1I)artia: trial; L)llt \vhen tIle 
a11i\\-eriI1g Olle p:llllr ',I:! l)}l allot!ler, has 10 fllanlefulJy 
1~:Ju.~l l'J ur.rlert·'k~ ri~'" fl~"l'\e ,1~:r"'T l"}~ ,7:;r:ous ,l;~t~ched '" .• "- ...... , · . u ". _ ,. ~ • '" l • "" • • • • ~ # _.. 4 U \,. ~ 

pit·ces ill ti:t: Ilt\\"!rarers, is cran'lol:11g tl1e fcnfe or 110n­
jt:Jlic l,i t!jti~ aut::ors t!(}\\"ll Ollr ti~roa!.-i, \',~het!~er \\'e \rill 
or nc\t. I l':ty' 10r )'C:lr I1C\~·fi):!I~er, and for t\\'0 nicr~, 
arl(l frt'<]t:e:l~i)' TC(\ll ()tl~ers i.'::~des. No\\r, if I pa)" for 
ne\rs, Il\llii Ill}~ I)ai)~r L'~ flui~~(i \\'iti1 t!in~r!lt~ons, atll1 
n111fi ( rc::\\.l ti~elrl t()lir or five tin1es o\ter? I (10 (lecl~re, 

that I han: p;iid, lnd am to p:!y, three times; for the moit 
l)(lrt of Ca.lu's lynt:rs~ ami. if they w:rc to be publilhe,l in 
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a ?::.~?h!~t, 1 \\'oultl not give a ru!ll for them all t('lge~'1er. 
B~! it \\'ii! t,~ ::ti:i, l!1= CU~iOll1 is o!~i all~1 Diliver!'.!}, ttl \rrite 

l' ..... .... I I' ... l ' J I · ......... ,. ~., ,~('" .. t ...,' t· . 1 ... • ~ ,-. . : , • l , d: •. '-o' , .. ,",0 ....... 1 11_ \\ at1 .. \.),-rs. al1~\\ er, l. a!\ )0,.1 0 \. , U.ll-

\'::rtlI a!~~l ute::lli, ". b~11 Ul1l1t:r propt:r (iir~aioll; \'t.t it 
In 1 y i1e a b u i C:~) • It is! i1 e r i .2 i J t 0 {' e \' e r Y r l~ i)! i 0 ~ c: r era 
n:=\~"ii),!p~r. to infeft in it upon his own jllJ.!lllellt alld 
c~\)~c~, \\'ne:l Ilt!\\'S are fcarce, \\. il~ltever he til: Ilks \rilI r~­
cO:llnletlli his I),' per to ili~ rea(ltrs. III th;s \"ie\\p, all ablt! 
~'."ri:er is a treafure to a puhlifller of ~tl}' per:oll:cal PJI)~r, 
:tl\.l Ollgnt cer~:\i:l!~· to l1e llail) liller~,ll~", t:th~r ill IllO!lt)" 

or t!1~nk5, or both; ailJ tllt:r~!ore, Sir, if }'OU ha\-:! I)~i~l 
fur. or even iolicited from the al1~hor, the papers yc:u ha\'e 
publifh~t.I. yml are wholly acquitted of blame, further than 
{oln~tililes a Ill!!i~\ktll Cll(~jCt:; but ifo!l the COlltrary, \\'~lic!l ., 
I iiro\l~I}'~ fuil~t"tl, ~-ou al1l1 otllcrs are 1.~3i~1 fc.'r illftr~iilg 
political pi~ces, I affirm, you take nloney to dc:cei re your 
r,a(l~rs . 

• -ts the ftlbjea is of f0!11e importance, efpecialJ)' at this 
tinl~, I thall take tIle libertj~ of iiatillg the 011jcctiollS I 
have againft the practice, as aho\'e ddcribed. leaving you 
to fI-lape )'ollr futllre courle as you thil1k proper, and de. 
t~rnlilling to llie my prero~ative of taking or gi\'ing IIp 
}-our parler as it feellls to defer\Te. In tlle firlt place, if 
}"ou a~ll1lit pieces into }'our paper for pa}~, I prcfurne from 
the !latllre of all m:lllkind, that t1101t: who pay bell, \vill 
}llve tIle prefe:rence_ rl"llen fIllIl \\re llave a ne\v flan(larcl 
of literary Illerit; a!ld a :11ln \1"nO is able anli YliIJi11e- to 
refute:! pernicious p:-irlcirJ!~s, or to detect the falfeJ100ti of 
impudent affettions, nuy ret be too poor to obtain a place, 
\\rhere oilly it call be dOl1e to any good purpofes. l'he 
mom~nt it is ill tIle IJo\\rtr of perfot)s llnkno\\'rl, to conduct 
or bias the Iltlblic Chtlflllels of irltelligence, bo~11 tIle people 
in general, and particular pt!dons, may be deceived and 
abu!ed ill tile gro!fcli: InallIler. It is fcaret! wortll \vhile, 
\rllen tllillgS of fo 1110.ch greater (J10lnent are to be addecl, 
yet I \vill juil Illentiotl, tllat }·OU force nOllfellfe UpOll us· 
whicll COlllel Ilot n"lake it~ al)~ea(lIallce in allY other- mod~ 
of publication. Pray Si(, ho\\" much copy money would, 
you 11a\TC gi\ren for a paln

i
:1hlct in whicll ~,.ou hall. found­

that ridiculous pun upon l"!ount Seir, which is to be f~ 
\ ~ 0 I" t I \.1", R r 



Aristidts. 

in one of C~to's letters, and the wretrhed parody upon 
Hamlet's foliloq:IY? P.~ro.Jy in J:!eneral. IS one of the lo\\"eft 
kind of "'riting tllat tlas yet fOUlld a t13ane; an!l that poor 
fpeech has been repeated, imitated and maohled to often, 
that it mull excite dif~u:i in every ptrfon who has any ae. 
quaintance with n~t\'rpapers and pa:l'phlets to fee it again. 
I could eafily mention twenty diff .. n:nt way s, in. which I 
have feen that fpeech parodied. To fjleak, or not to fpeak, 
that is the qlleHion-To fight, or n~t to fi~ht, that is the 
queflion-To wed, or not to "'ed, that IS the qudiion-To 
drillk, or not to drillk, that is the t1utfi~(J!1, ~(. &c. &c. 
Is this then a time for fillillg tilt! lle\\'fpaptrs \\·itll iuch 
egiegious trifling ? 

But this is ~ot all; I cou1d mentiQn a cafe tllat hap~n. 
ed a few }~ears ago in Ne\v-York. A gelltlemall hact pub­
lifhed a flnall piece l)y itfelf, and put his o\, .. n nanle and 
defcription on the title page; he \,\"as inlmediatel~" attack. 
ed in the .nofi virulent anti unmanneTly fiile, by anony. 
mOllS ,vriters in the n~\\)fpapers) aocl it was with the Ul­

moll difficult}" that e\Ten for pay itfe)t~ his friends could 
get a fe\y \vortls infertecl by \I~:ay of repiy". TillS praC}ice 
i.ndeed, is liable to the highdl degree of corruption. \\The. 
ther are \ve to fuppofe it '\Tas pa)' or profatlellejs, that in. 
troduce(i into the paper prillted b}' tht! jnfamol~s R , 
pieces containing the groffefl o~)fcenity .. and which Ollght 
to have peen puuillit!d by the magiflrdtt's of tht: pl:lce. as a 
public ntlifallce ? It is alfo generall)· believed of that prin­
ter, that he tncouraged or hired \\'ortll1tfs perfO)lS to pub­
lifh afperfions againfi a gentletnan in the l1eighbourhood, 
of good efiate, but of no great jud~ment. that he might 
fqueeze money out of him for the liberty of contr:ididing 
then-I. I do not fay that things are cornie this length \\·jth 
you; but the practice lea(is to it, and tlltrefore filould be 
early and vigoroufly oppofed. 

For the above reaions, calltion is to be ufed ill a(lmit .. 
ting effays into the newfpapers at any rate, or fuff;;r:ng a 
controverfy· in which people are greatly interefied, ~o be 
agitated there at all. l'he "",~riters are \7ery apt to becon"le 
~rfonal and abufive, and to forget the fubjetl: by rduting 
~ ~xpofirig every thing that has been thrown out by their 
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anbgonifls. Certainly however, ~h~r ought to confine 
th~mfel\·es to the pieces tnat ha,"e het'~ orit!illall}- ptahlifll­
cil ill tilt! ne\\ .. ti)~I~' s, all(l are ftJPI>ofC(I to have be~ll read 
by the I~'ne pc:rltJlls who read the: anf\n·rs. rro anfwer a 
whole bc:>k llv a t~ries of letters to tn~ n~\\·fp lperS, is like 
atl \\:k'll-! a :11111 o:!·li;)~ his bac~ a;ld fJk.akin~ to h!s pre. 
ju,t ce >e'on: perjC1aS x, 0 n~\'cr taw nor heard of him, nor 
a~~ c:\"~r II~el\· fo to dUe CO-llmOl) S~I)~C: h-ts ~~ .. Il r~3d . 
b}- m\\'l \. ~ ,"C!{ tale Il~\V~~~\r~rs are real: by man}" more; 
and ~;)-=reror~ I J.flirm. (h~lt p~rmitting his advc:ri3ries to 

atta(k-linl iiler~, IS ~i\-ill.! theil' all Ulldae adV:lllt3J!e o\-er 
binl, a:lll Icl~"i 'l~ tile public at the tllerc~" of thofe \\'ho 
y;iJl not ~ljck to air~rt -lIly ti1ing \\·h.te\"er, in fupport of a 
b~ld callfe~ 

J'..et 110 b~l\~ t~l\~ I am writin~ a~it111 the freedom of 
- "' .. 

t.~e prefs. I defire: that it fhoald be: ptrfeltly free from 
ever} bi~lS; b'lt I \VO~I:U h-lvt! alj wtitin~s of confequence 
upon rich a caufe ~~ this, publifh~d by themfelvc:s, that 
they lnay tltllld or tall by their 0\\"11 merit, and th~ jll~lg. 
men~ of the public. H\l\v do you think Sir, the: letter of 
the COnlll1eJn nlan publifh~d ill YOllr paper, lome tilne ago, 
woul(l cit) if )enJ!thC!l~d Ollt a littl~ and printed in a pam-
phl~t? U -lJ~r a th~ll ~lld fifiy pretence of imr.artiality, he 
takes Up:lll hi'll to tell us \Vnat a number of things mull 
be ail pr~viollflv lettled, before we proceed to 6~ upon a 
re~ular plan of governmellt; fuch as \Vha~ price we mufl 
expett for Ollr produce at this and tnt: other nation and 
p~rt. So,,1! '.ve call this reafollin~? ;L~re our underltaod. 
ill~S to l)t! lllfulted? If ,\11 or ~ny IliCh thinzs muft be pre­
ViOtlfl~ f~ltled, allY cn~n of CO:l1rnon inv·ention may enu­
merate fifty til01Jfallli perfectly fitllilcir, wIllen will never 
be fettled by previolls comput.ltion to the enJ af the world, 
but \vill fllee(liJy f<:ttle thelnfelves by COlllmon interefl) 
Wile') a trdJt! is open, and tht.: comnlOll mall fha~l llever 
kilOW ally thillg of tll~ mdtter .. 

But \Vllat I chiefly COlllplain of, is the tedious, trifling, 
itldecellt alt~rcatioll, occafiolleJ by Randiillg this fubjC!tl in 
the newfpapers. It cer(~\inJy requires a (peedy I.lecilion, 
as \vell as lllature (lelilleratioll ; }'et mull \\'e \\~ait till Cato 
and other \vriters have exhaufted their invention in the 
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newfp:tpers, from week to week. guefied at one another's 
perrons. and triumphantly expreffed their difch\in at each 
otl1er's fe(lt~lnerlts or fiile. If Cato's letters hac} beeJ~ a 
pamphlet, I could have read all that he h,;s faid in an hour, 
and all the r~dfonin;! part by itfdf. in the fourth part of 
tr.e t:me ; y~t after eigl1t letters. mufi we wait fome weeks 
mor~, for it \\'ouJd be illJecent to proceed to action before 
he h3S (tOIle fl)~akin~. But after all, the lvorll of it is, 
t11at ~n this \VCiY of letter and al1f\\'er, we never cOlne to 
the argomellt at all. If I mifiake not, the points to be 
dif~.:t:ff..:d are \ler}' plain a~lrll1ot nllmerOllS, an() )"et \vIlolly 
untouch~(~, at leafl -b}' (~~to, thoug}~ he has beel) relJeattd. 
ly caHtd upon hy his ad\-erfarics. For example-Is ~ere 
a prr;t1 .. lblt: profl)ecl of recoIlciliation 011 r.ol1fiitutl0nal 
principlts? \Vhlt are there confiitutional principles? 
'\;-.]} 11l}' ho(l}~ f11e\\~ that Great-Bri!ain can be fufficient. 
iy fure of our dependance, and yet we [ure of our liber. 
ties? 1\ treatlfe U}Jon this 1afl ful)ject woujd be highly 
acceptable to n}e, al)(l if \\:ell execllte(i, llfeful to a11. I 
1l1all aUl! but Ol)e queftion more. v\Yill the countr)~ be as 
orllerly a11(1 !1311PJ', al1d our efforts for refiliance as t:fiec. 
tlla), 11)· tIle prefellt loole and tenlpOrar}' proceeciings, as 
\,'"hell the \\thole are unitecl by a firm confederaC}l, and 
ti1~ir exertiollS COl1Cflltrated like the ftrengtll of a fingle 
fiate? I a!n greatl)1 Illiflakel1 if thefe POitltS Otlgllt not to 
be tl~e 11inge of th~ COlltroverf)?, and }'et if tlley have been 
eX;}tn;ll~d fully, or the greJtefl part of thelll e\·en tOllched 
UP~l) by C:~to or his coad jlltors, I ha\1e read their \vorks 
\\'ith very I:ttle attention. 

No\v, Sir, this p3I)cr goes to YOil, that if }'OU pleafe )'OU 

rna)' infert it, bllt 11eilher nlolley nor pronlife of gOO(} (leed 
to make \\"ay for it, fo that its fate is wllolly ll11l:~rtaill. 

I rC::lnail1 Sir, 
Yours, &c. 

ARISrrIDES. 
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5 PEE CHI NCO N G RES S, 

ON 1"11£ 

P.ROrO~ED BY LOR D H 0 "r E . 

....-+.-

1\·1r. PRESIDENT, . 

T IlE ful)jeCt \\le are no\v t1pOn, is felt and conferred 
l)y us ail to be of the utol\Jfl COtl ::·guerlce, alltl {Jer. 

haps I Ina)' allo fa}~, of (lc:l!c,lc,Y al)(l u:filcliit},. I have 
not been accuilomed in ruch fa res to 1Il;~ke folemn pro. 
feffiolls of irllpartialit)r; aricl fllall Il0t (10 it 110\·~', necClufe 

I \v i Ii 110t i'u ppofe thlt tllere are allY fllfr>!ciotlS to the c:or.. 
trarv ill the nli(lds of thuf~ '~VllC' 11ear llle. B. o(les" the 

./ 

\'ariety of opinions tllat h,l ve l)eer, fornl~(l a tl\l (l~l i verell 
upon it, teem to prove that we :~I(:' gi\'ing our own proper 
jilugmc:nt, without prejt,dice or influer,ce; willeh r hope! 
,viIJ le,\(l to the (lifcoverj7 of wllat is l110ft \\life allJ eXI1e. 
(lient II pon the ",ll():e. 

As the deliberation !trires from a meffage fent to us by 
lor (1 l10 \ve , a t J e a fl t1 y J"j i s r e rill i fli 011, I t hill kit i S 0 fin 1-

port (lllCe to a tte rld \\'i tIl greater exat1 ne fs to all tIlt c; ~.~" · .1'1. 

!lances of that Inefi'age, than ba~ been done hy i:l11: ;' ~:1-
tleman who has yet fpaken on the fubjt:a. L ~-om~s 
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from the commander in chief of the forces of the kin~ or 
Great.Britain, anti one \\~ho is (aid to carry a coolmifficm 
to give pt!ace to A!laerica. 

Fron) the cOlldlJcl. of tIle mininry9 at hOOle, from the aas 
of parlialntnt, and froo) !or<l HU\~;t:'s proclaOlation In 
conformity to both, it is plain, that ablolu~e unconditional 
fubillifiion is \\Ollat the}· rC'qlJire lIS to agree to, or Olean to 
force us to. An:l from th(! mon authentic private intelli. 
gence, the kinj bas nut laitl afid\! his p~rfon .1 r'1I1COr i it 
is rather increafing ever)- da}~. III tllt!fe circllnlflances, 
lord Ho\ve has evideJltly a great (lefire to engage U~ in a 
treaty; and yet he has corlftantl)" a\~oidl-d givillg up tIle 
leaH pundilio on his fide. He could neve;f be induced to 
giv"e general 'Vafhington his title. He plainly tells llS he 
callnot treat \vitil GonRTefs as ruch; but he has allowed a 
prifuner.c.r war to come atld tell us lle \\'Quld be glatt to 
iee l.S as l)rivate gentlemen. 

It l,as been faid that t11is is no infult or di(1!race to the 
Congrefs; tllat tIle point of bOllor is hard to be: got over, 
in nlakillg tl1e firfl 3(kV311ces. 1'his, fir, is naifiakillg the 
nlatttf w11011y. He has get o\'er this J)o~nt of hOllor; he 
has nla{le lht: firn o\~ertures; he has told general \\7 afh. 
ingtoll, hy co)olle! Ptltllam~ t11at 11e \vifhed that nlt[~ge to 
be cOllfiderecl as nlakirlg the fir!l fiep. H;s rellt\\'td at. 
telllpts by lo;(} Drummond. and 110\V by general Sullivan, 
point Olit to all tIle \\·orlcl that he has nlade the firti fiep. 
It ~riil doubtlefs be related at 1101ne, and I aln of Opil1ion 
it is alrtC\cl \1 \vritten and l)oafied of to the rninittrv at 

~ ~ 

hon1e, that lle h~s takell fuell a part. 1'heretore, an}· 
evil or coollelcenflon that can atttncl reeking lleace firfl, 
has l1een fubillitted t(l OJ1 hinl. Yet has he utlitormly 
8,,"oi(]ed all}? circur,.ftallce that can inlply that \\ie are any 
thlllg tIre bnt fubjeEts of the killg of Great.Britain, in ie­
bellioIl. Such a nlelTage as this, if in any def!ree il1ttod· 
ed as refpetlflll to us, ollght to have beel1 ft!crtt; }~et 
has it l1ten opell as the da)'. In {hart, ruch a nlcffttge \vas 
l\nnecefiary; for if il(! Pleant OIlly to COfilffiUllicate his 
mind to the Congrefs by pri \'ate gentlemen, he might 
ha\re (lotle that rna·o)' \va)~s, and it neede(l not to have been 
kao\rn either to the public. or the Congrefs, till there 
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private gentlemen came here on pnrpofe to ret'eal it.­
The!e, then, are the circUnlfl,\ncts \\,'!lich attcild this 
Rlt:[dgC! as it is 110\V befor~ lIS; an(1 the quefiioll is, fhall 
we: cOlnply with it in any degree, or not? Let l;S afk 
whItt b.:alc:fit wi!1 lle dc:ri\-e(1 froln it? Tllfre is nOlle 

yet fh,!Wll to be poffi:11e. It has heen admiut:d by every 
p::rfon without exception who has fpo~en, that we are not 
to ad.nit a ti10ugllt of giving up the ill(I~I)en(lellCe we have 
fo latt:ly declared; an() by the greatt:ll part, if not the 
whole, th,lt tllere is not the lean reafon to ex pea that any 
correfpon(lellCe we call have with flirTi \\'i)) tend to peace. 
Yet I tnillk, in tIle! bcginrl!ng of tile debate, fuch rt:afon­
in~s \\'~re ut~J as feemed to nle 0111y to conclude tllat we 
fhould graf p at it as a Ineans of pea~. '\7 e \\"ere told 
that it \\9as eafy for us to boafl or be valiant here'; but that 
cur armies were running a\vay bt:fore their enemies. I 
never love(l boaftirlg~ neitller Ilere nor any \\·here elfe. 
I look upon it as almofl a certaitl forerunner of (li!~race. I 
found my hope offuccefs ill this c3ufe, not in the valor of 
Alnericans, or tIle cowardice of Britons, but upon the 
jufiice of the caufe, and {iill more upon the llature or 
things. Britain has firfi injured and inflamed America te 
the highefl d~gree; and ilO\V atteml)ts, at the cliflallce of 
tllree thoufand miles, to carryon \var \\-ith this \\·hole 
countr}', and force it to abfolute fubmiffion. If \\'e take 
the wllole events of the \\'ar fince it commenced, \ve iliall 
rather \\'Ollder at the uniformity of o~:r fuccefs t than be 
furprifed at fome crofs events. \Ve have feen bravery 
as \lJell as co\vardice in this country; alld there are 110 

confeql!enCeS of either that are probable~ that can be worth 
melltionin!~\ as afcertainiIlg the event of the contefr. 

LorJ Howe fpeaks of a decifive blow not being yet 
ftruck; as if this caul~ depended upor~ one battle~ which 
could not ~le avoided. Sir, tllis is a l)rodigious nlillake. 
\Ve may fight no battle at all for a long time, or we may 
lore fome battles, as was tIle cafe \vith the Britifh thenlfclves 
in the Scotch rebellion of 1745, and the caufe notwithllaud. 
ing be the falne. I \vifll it were confidered, that nelliler lofs 
nor difgrace \vorth mentiollillg, has befallerl lIS ill the late 
engagement, nor comparable to what the Britilh troop&o 
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have often fuff::red. At the battle of Prefton, fir, they 
broke to pieces al!U Tan a\ray like 1heep, before a ft!\\· 

highla:lcJers. I '11~·felf fa\y tile11} do the faille thing at Fal. 
kirk, \\'ltll \·tr}: little diiTcrel1c~, a [mall part only of tile 
army mlkin:.! a Iland, aJl(1 i!l a fe\v hours the \\'hole retreat. 
ing ~Vii!l preci pitation before tht'ir enemie::s. Did that make 
any diff~rence in the caufe ? Not in the lc~afi-fo long as 
the bo~ly of the llltiotl \vere (leterlnillt!d, 011 prillCil)Ie, a. 

gainfi rhe rebels. N Jr would it hRve made any other differ. 
enCi>, b:Jt in time, though they had got pon~'ffion of Lon. 
don, \\·llich thev 111}ght tl,\\'e e~1fil~· dOlle if tlley lla{l uilder. 
flood their bufint:is; for the militia in Enp:land there ga. 
theretl togeth~r, 11e}laved fifty tilnes \\torfe than tllat of 
America has dOlle Iltel}". They generally difi1anded and 
ran off \\-hoil\t, as fOOl1 as the rebt:ls caIne within (en ,or 

" 
t\\'ellty nliies of them. III 1horr, fir, from all}~ thing that 
has happened, I iee not the:: lean reafon for out attending 
to this dc:lufi \le me[a~e. On tIle COfltrary, I thil1k it is 
tIle ver}' worfl time that cotlld b~ cl10fen for llS; as it \vill 
i1e looked UpOll as the enecl of fear, alld (liffufe the fame 
{pirit, in fome degree, through different ranks of men. . 

"fIle in11)robal)ilit}, of all~' tilillg arifing from this con­
ference, lea(lillg to a jufl allti honorall1e peace, might be 
fhe\\'n by argunletlts too nllmerous to be evel} fo much as 
nanleci. But what I fiia]) only tllention is, that we are 
abfolutelv certain .. frolll e\1(:r," circunlfiance, from all the 

~ ~ 

proceeclings at home, and iord Howe's own ex IJlicit de. 
claration in 11is letter to Dr. Franklin, tllat lle never 
will aCkrlO\\11etige tIle illdependence of the Alllerican 
S~ates. 

I ohferved that one or two members raid, in objeClion 
to tIle report of the boar() of war, that it \\'as like ·a (Jeggillg 
of tIle qlleilion, arl(llnakin~ a prelinlillary of tile whole rub. 
jeCt in debate. Alas, fir, this is a prodigious mitlake. It 
was not on!y not the whole, but it was properly no fubjea: 
of deba!~· at all, till withit1 t!1~fc three nlontlls. \\7 e were 
cont~nding for the rdlorati.:m of certain privileges under 
the gcvernn1ent of Great-Britain, and we \\rere praying 
for re- t-'lion \\,itll her. But ill tlle beginning of July·, 
with tllc univerfal approbation of aU the nates now uuited, 
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we tet1ol1nCe(1 this connexion, and declared ourfelves f~ 
and independent. Shall we bring this into quetHon 
again? Is it not a preliminary? has it not been ceclar~ 
• preliminary by many gentlemen, who havf: yet given 
their opmi9o lor a cop.ference, while they have faid they 
"ere dt:termined on no account, and on no conditiun, to 
give up our independence? It is then a nece[ary preli­
minary-and it il! quite a dHr~rent thing from any punc. 
tilios of ceremony. If France and England were at war. 
and they were both ddirous of peace, there might be rome 
little difficulty as to who fhould make the lidl propo fal I , 

but if one of them fhould claim the other, ilS they did long 
ago, as a vaff.tl or dep~ndant fubjeCl, and fhould fjgnify a 
defire to converfe with the other, or tome depllted by him, 
and propare him mallY privileges, fo as to make him even 
better than before, I defire to kllOW how fucil a propotu 
would be received! If we had been for ages an indep;f!e 
dent republic, we 1hould feel this argumellt with all it~ 
force. That We do not feel it, fhews that we have not yet 
acquired the whole ideal and habits of independence. 
from which I only infer, that every fiep taken in a cone. 
fpondence as now propofed, will be a virtual Of partial re~ 
nunciation of that dignity fo lately acquired. 

I beg you would obferve, fir, that lord Howe himfe~i 
was fully fenfible that the declaration of independ~nce 
precluded any treaty, in the charaCler in \\'hich he appear­
ed: as he i. [aid to have latnented L'tat he had not arrived 
ten days fooner, before that declaraticn was made. Hence 
it appears, that entering into any corre~Dondence with him 
in the manner now propofed, is actually gi ving up,. or at 
leaft fubjc:eting to a nc ...... confideration, the independence 
which we have declared. If I may be allowed to fay it 
without offence, it feems to me that fome members haves 
unawares a(ilnitted tllis, tl10Ugh they are not ferlfibie of it. 
for when they fay that it is refufing to treat, uniefs th~ 
Whole be granted U&, they m u fi Inean that fome part of tllat 
whole muil be left to be difcuffed and obtained, or yield. 
cd, by the \~reaty. 

But, firt many members of this houfe have either yield. 
ed, Qr at lean. fu ppof.cd,. that no dcfirablc peace, or no real 
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good. could be fina1iy ~x~aed from this correfpondenct, 
"'hich is wifhed to be !~t on foot; but they have confider. 
ed it as necdfary in tht~ eye of the public, to fatisfy them 
that we are always l'~ady to bear any thing tbat ",m re. 
Rore peace to the country. In this view it is confJdered 
as a fort of trial of fkill bet,,~en lord Ho\,"e and us, in the 
poiitical art. As I (10 tru)}~ believe.. that many memkrs 
of this houfe ilTe determined bv this circumftance, I finll 

.... 

confider it ,,-jtb tome attciltion. \'-ith this view it will 
be necefl"ary to diftinguifh the pub:ic in ~\meTica into 
three great cldcs. (1.) T!le tOiies, OUT fecret enemies. 
(2. ) The whigs, the friends of independence, our fineere 
and hearty fupporters. (3.) The: army, who lllUil fight 
for us. 

As to the firft of them, r readily adlnit that they are 
e&meit for our treating. They fire exulting in the prof. 
pea of it; they are fpreadillg innumerable 1ics to for • 

. ward it. ·fhey are tre&ting the \\'"higs alread}- \\"ith in. 
fult and inlolence llpon it. It has brollght them frotn 
their lurking holes; they have taken libert}' to fay things 
in conlequence of it, which Liley durn not ha\'e raid be. 
fore. 10 one \,"ord, if \\-e let this tle~ociation on foot, it 
will give ne\~ force anJ vigor to all their teditiollS m3chi. 
natiollS. But, tir, fillil their de\~ices have allY illtluence 
UPOll Ui at aU; if they have at all, it fhould be to make 
us iur~tl that ftJe of the quefiion \vhich they embrace. 
In caf~s where the expediency of a nlea1ure is doubtful, 
if I had an opportunit}· of k .• 10\\-in~ \\'hat my enemies 
,~"ifhed me to do, I \vould not be carlly inuuce<l to follo\~ 
their advice. 

As to the whigs anc friends nf independence, I am 
,\~el1 perfu3ded tllat multitud~s ~t' theln al e aJread}t clear 
in their Jllillds.~ \oat the con!erellce fi!OllJ(1 be utter1y re· 
jeCted; and to thore who arc in doubt about its ;lature, 
nothing more will be requifite, than a clear and full in. 
formation of the llate of the cale, which I hope will be 
grallte(l tll,enl, 

As tt: the army, I cannot help being of opinion, that 
nothing will more effectually deaden the operations of 
war, than ,what. is propofed. \r e do not curfdves ex: 
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pea any ~nefit from it, but they will. And they will 
poffib!y impute our condut1 to fear and jealoufy as to the 
ilTu: of the caufe; which will add to their prefent little dif­
couragement, and produce a timorous and defpondent 
fJ>irit. ---- .... ---- ---- ----
- -- - -
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5 PEE C H I-N CON G RES S, 

ON·THE 

'~ITH 

.... --
lvIR. PRESIDENT, 

I A1v1 fenfible, :$ every other gentleman in this houle 
feems to be, of the great importance of the preient 

queflion. I t is of much nloment, as to private perfoN, 
fo to ever}· incDrporated fociety, to preferve its faith and 
honor in folemn contraas: and it is efpecially fo to us, 
as reprefenting the United States of America, afiociated 
{o lately, and jnn beginning to appear upon the public 
ftage. I hope, therefore, we 1hall detefl the thoughts of 
embracing any meafure which fiu.ll but appear to be mean, 
captious, or infidiol!~, \vhate\?er advantage may feem to 
arire frcm it. Oll tIle other hand, as the interett of this 
continent is comm ~~ted to Otlr care, it is our duty, and it 
will be expeC\:ed of us, that we givte the utmoft attention 
th~t the p'Jolic fuffer 110 injury hy deception, or abufe and 
infult, on the llart of ouc enemies. 

·On the firftoftllefeprincil)les, itisclearlymyopinionthat 
we ought, agreeably to the r pirit of the firfl refolution report. 
edt to find, that the conven~ion is r )t fo broken, on the part 
of general Burgoyne, as to entitle os to refufe compliance 
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with it en (JUTS, aratI detain Ilim and his army as prifoners 
of \\'ar. I a~lill!t that there is fon)ething \lery fuspicious 
in the circunlfi.nce of the colours, \\'Jlen coolpared \vith 
his )ctt~r in th~ London Gaz~tte, \\'hich makes mention 
of the Britifll colours being feen flying upon the fort. I 
al!tec:, at the: I~U~l~ time, that the pretence of the cart:>uch 
bo!tes not beillt! mentioned in the cooventiC'n, is piainly 
an c:"alion. They ought, in fair confiru8:ion, to be com. 
prehendt:d under more expreflions of that capitulation 
than one-arms-ammuniti.:m-warlike fiores. They 
,,"ere fo underilood at the capitu1ation of St. John's. In 
this prefent inftance mal1~~ of them \vere deJi\"ered up, 
which certainiy ought to have been the cafe with all or 
nOlle. And once more, I admit that the detention of the 
bayonets in the inft-dIlces in which it was done, was un· 
deniably unjuft. 

As to the firfi of there particulars, I am unwilling to 
difirufi the honour of a gentleman folemnly given; and 
therefore as general Burgoyne has given his honor to 
general Gates, that the colours were left in Canada, I fup­
poie it is fubflantially true, whatever fmall exception thc:re 
might be toit. Thecoloursleenflyingat Tyconderoga, were 
perhaps cJd colours occafiooa]]y found there, or. perhaps 
taken from {orne of the veffels lying at the place, and left 

, there when the army procee(led further up the country. 
~"his is the rather probable, that if the regiments in gene. 
ral had had colours, they mull have been feen very Ere­
quer~tly b}~ our army in the battles, or upon the nlarch. 

As to the other circumftances, they are fo mean and 
little in their tlature, that I fuppofe them to have arifen 
from the indifcretion of individuals, quite unknown to 
the commander in chief, or ~ven to the officers in generat 

\Ve ought lBo to confider that it was fo unexpeCted, 
and muft have been fo humiliating a thing, for a whole 
Britifh army to furrender their arms, and deliver them-' 
felves u!> prifoners to thofe of whom they had been accur. 
tomed to (peak with [uch contempt and difdain-that it 
is not to be wondered at, if tile common foldiers did fome . 
things out of fpite and ill humor, not to be juftified. To 
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al1 there confiderations, I will only add, that though the 
want of the colours deprives us of foml: enfigns of triumph 
which it \vould ha\re been very gratc!ful to the different 
fiates to have dillributed anlong thenl, and to have pr~. 
ferved as nlonunlents of our viaor)~, the other things are 
fo trifling and uneffential, that it \\JouJd prpbably be con­
fidered as taking an nndue adv:mtage, if we fhoul", retain 
the whole army here on that account. I would therefore, 
fir, have it cle~rly afferted, that though we are not infenfi. 
ble of thofe irregularities, and th\~y In~y contribute to 
mike us attentive to what {hall hereafter pafs before the 
embarkation, \\·e do not confider them as fllch hreaches of 
the convention, as \viII authorize us ill jUltl~e to declare 
it void. 

On the other hand, fir, it is our tnd~ipenfable duty to 
ufe tIle greatefl vigilance, and to act with the greatefi firm­
nefs, in feeing that jullice be done to the .American States. 
Not only caution, but what I may call jealoufy and fllf. 
picion, is neither 1.1nreafonable nor indecent in fuch a cafe • 

. This will be jufiified by the know ledge of mankind. Hif. 
tory affords us many examples of evafiv(! and artful coo. 
duet in [orne of the greatefl men and mofl: refpetl;!ble na­
tions, \vhen hard preffed by their neceffities, or \vhen a 
great advantage \vas ill view. Ffhe beha"iour of the Ro. 
mans \vhen their army ·.vas tal{en at tIle Cau(line Forks 
may be prod'Jced as one. Tile conduct ()f the Samnites 
\vas llat over.\vife; but .tllat of the ItomarlS \vas difhonor .. 
able to tIle lafi: degree, though there are civilians who de­
fend it. Their conful, after his army had paffed througll 
the yoke, a fymbol at that time of the utmoft infam}', 
made a peace \\'ilh the Samnites. TIle fenate refufed to 
ratify it; but kept up a fhew of regard to th(! faith plighted, 
by deliv\~ring up the c011ful to the Samnites, to be nfed 
as they thougllt propere That people an(,vered, as \vas 
eafily fuggefied by plain COmlTIOn fente, tlltlt it \\·as 110 re­
paration at all to tilenl to torment or put one man to cleath ; 
but that if they difavowed the treaty, they ought to fend 
back the army to the fame fpot of ground in which they 
had been fUlTounded .. No fuch thing, however, was done. 
But the Romans, notwithfianding, immediat,,:ly broke tIle 
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kague; and with the fame army which had been ·let go. 
or a great part of it, brought the unhappy Samnites to 
deflrutlion.--Such intlallcc:s Illay be,brought from modtrn 
IS wen as ancient times. It is even the opinion of many 
perfons of the beft judgment, that tIle convention entered 
ioto by the lat:e duke of Cumberland, was by no means 
flricHy obLerved by the court of London. 

When I confider this, fir ,.1 confels I look upon the ex­
preffion in genei'al Burgoyne's letter to general Gates, of 
No\·elnber 14, a~ of the moR alarming nature. For no 
other or better reaion, even io much as pretended, than 
that his quarters were not fo comnlodious as he expected, 
he declares the public faith is broke, alld we ure tbe im. 
mediate su.iJ~erers. In tillS lle exprefsly declares and rub. 
kribes his opinion, that the con vention is broken on our 
part; and in the Jan expreffion, we are the immediate 
iit[crers, every perion muft pt!rceive a nlenacing inti. 
mation of who iliall Ix! the fufferc:rs \vhen he filall have it 
in his power. 

Being fufficiently rettl~d as to the principle on which I 
fhall found my ·opmion, it i.s unntceffary tor me to give 
ail account ot tIle Jaw of nature and nations, or to lleap 
up citations from the llUlllerouS \\1Titers on tllat fubjeet. 
But that what I thall jay may have Ole greater force, I 
beg it Inay be obfervt:d, tnat th~ law of nature and nations 
is nothing elfe but the law of general r~alon, or thofe 
obligations of duty from reafon and conicience, on one 
individual to another alltecedent to any particular law 
derived from the facial compaCt, or even atlual confent. 
On this account, it is called the law' of nature; and be­
caufe there are very rardy to be found any parties in fuch 
a free nate ¥:ith regaid to each Odk,', except indeptnd. 
ent nations, therefore it is alfo called the law of nations. 
One nation to another is juft as man to man in a Hate of 
nature. Keeping this in view, a perfon of integrity wm 
pafs as found a judgment on fubjeas of this kind~ by 
~onfulting his ow n heart, as by turning Gver bocks and 
iyfierns. The chief ufe of books and fy ftc:ms, is to appiy 
the p.r.incip~ to particular calts and fu!)pofitions diiferen,t. 
1y claIft"d, anc! to point out the practice of natiolli Ul 
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(event minute and fpedal particulars, which unlefs af. 
cert&ined by praai(;~, \"QuId be very unct:rtain and am­
biguous. 

But, fir, I mull beg your attention, and that of the 
houfe, to the llature of the cafe before us-at leaft as I 
think it ought to be flated. I am afraid that fome mem· 
hers may be Inifled, by confic)c:ring this declaration fA 
general Burgoyne as an irregularity of the fame f?ecies, 
if I may fpeak fo, with the other inclifcretions or even 
frallds, if you -pleale -to call them fo, of '#lithholding the 
cartouch boxes, or hiding or {iealing the bayonets. The 
queUion is not, whether this or the other thing done by the 
arn~y is a breach of the convention. I have ior my plrt 
given up all thc:fe particulars, and declared my willing .. 
nefs to ratify the convention, after I have heard them and 
belic.ve tllem to be true. But we ha·~e here the declared 
opinion of one of the parties, thlt the puhHc faith is, bro­
ken by tne other. Now, the fimplefl man in the world 
knows, that a mutual onerous contratl: is always condi. 
tional ; and that if the cond-ition fails on one fide, whether 
from neceffity or fraud, the other is free. Therefore we 
have reafon to conclude, that if Mr. Burgoyne is ·of opi. 
nion that the convelltion is broken on our part, he will 
not hold to it on his. He would as: the part of a fool if 
he did. It is of no confequence to fay his api,lion is in. 
founded or unjuft, as it manifefily is in the prefent cafe; 
for whether it is jufi or unjufi, if it is really his opinion 
(and we fhould wron~ his fincerity to doubt It) the confe­
quences are the fame with refpeCt to us, l\fen do often, 
perhaps generally, adhere with greater ot,tlinacy to opi­
nions that are iiI, than thofe tl1at are "yell founded, and 
avenge imaginary or triflin.g injuries with greater violence 
than t hole that ar~ rea i and great. Nay, we may draw 
an argument for our danger from the very injufiice of bia 
complaint. If he has conceived the convention to be 
broken on f<;> frivolous a pretence as that his lod~ing ~ 
not quite commodiolls, after the juft caution infertecl 
by gent:ral Gates in the preli minary articles, what have 
we to expect fro~ him as roon as he !hall recover his li­
berty, aad the power of doin~ mifchief1 It fhcws a dire 
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9Olil!on to find fault, and an impatience undtr his pre~ 
{cnt confinen~nt, the future effeCts of \"hien we have the 
greaten reafon to dread. 

The more I confider this matter, fir, the more it ftrike: 
me with its force. General Gates fays upon the fubjt:fi 
of accammocbtion .. granted as JOT os circumstances 'fIJill 
tUlm;t. Was not this proper and !u:reffary? It was v", 
na:unJ to fuppofe that ~enerai Bcrgoynt", 8ccuflomed to 
the fpieullor 01" the Britifh court, ancl pdrcffcd with ideas 
ofhi$ 0"-0 importance, would be but ill pleafed with the 
beft accommod.ttiol1S that (:ould be ~aintd for him, and 
his nUlnerous followers, in one of the frugaJ nates ofNew. 
England. )t ,,·as alto in th~ neighbourllood of a place not 
in the lean ex~ai~~ the honor of fuch guens, which had 
be~n long the leat of war-which had been exhaufled by 
our army, and plundtr~d by their's. One \~'ouJd have 
thought that the recollet\ion of the ruin of Chadefio\\"tl, 
the burning of ":hich~ if I n\iflake not, in a Jetter of his 
from Bofion t~ England, he ellis a glorious light, might 
have prc:ventt-d his (:omplaints, even thou~ he had lefs 
elbow room than he wifhed for. But as circumftances 
fiand, by what condua thall we be able to fatisfy him? 
l\~ben \\"'~Jl pretencrs ever be ~fanting to one feeking to 

• prove the (oo,"eorion broken, when it is b!s inclination 
or his in~refl to do [0. 

It has iken [aid, fir, that we Ollght not to take this de­
claraticn of his in fo ferious a manner; that it was writ. 
ten rafhiy, and in the heat of pafil!>n; and that h«: did not 
ll1ean that we fl:cu!rl dr~ .. d fuch ccnfequences from it • 
... -\11 this I belie\~e to be flritll~; true. It probably feJI from 
him in paffion-and very unad\,jfedly. But is he the firil 
JlCffon that bas rafhly betrayc:d his own mifchievous de­
ilgn, ? Or is thi$ a reafon for our not availing ourjel\ges 
.of the happy di:co\~e1)t? His tolly ill tllis infiance is our 
,i-lad forVlne. Ht: is a m.an~ fir, whom 1 ntver faw, though 
lilave beet) more than once ill EI1~land; but if 1 fhould 
fay 1 did not know him, after having read his lotty and 
fonorous proclamation, and fome other produCtions, I 

. fhould fay what \\'3S not trlle. He is evi(lently a man 
!lcwYt vain, impetuous and ldh. It is reported of gene: 
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ral Gates, &om whom I never heard that an, other words 
ofboafiing or ofientation fell, that he raid he knew Bur­
goyne, and that he could build a wall for him to run his 
head aga;nft. I do not by any means approve of boatl .. 
iog in genel'al. I think a man fhould not boaR of wllt 
he has done, much lefs of what he only means to do ; yet 
I cannot help r.ying, that thil was a moll accurate predic­
tion, which, wilh the event that followed it, plainly points 
out to us the charaCter of ger.ersl Burgoyne. Do you 
think that fuch a man would not take the advantage of 
this pretended breach of the convention on our part; and 
endeavor to wipe off the reproach of his late ignominious 
furrender by fome fignal or defperatc uodcttaking? -

-• 
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J.Ir. PRESIDENT, 

I ~rusT entreat the attention of the haufe, while I 
endeavor to Rate this fubjea with as much bre\,ity and 

perfp;cuity as I am maller ot: It is not eafy to forbear 
mentioning. ),.~t I 1hall but barely ment:on, the diflreiTed 
and unhappy fituation of many of the perronl concerned 
in the public loans. I ihall alfo pafsby their cnara8.ers, 
as Wlligs and friends to the American caufe. I lhall pafs 
by the fervices which many of them ha\l>c rendered, in 
t.lreir perfons, by their friends, by their purfes, and by their 
prayers. TJleie are affeaillg cOllfiderations, \\~hich ought 
not, and which I am confide11t \vill not fail, to have their 
weight with every member of this houfe. Let us then" 
leave thefe tOp!c$ altogether, and let us \:onfine ourfelves 
to the duty and intercfi ~f tll~ United States in tb~ir pre­
fent fituation, \\then the care of their affairs is committed 
to us \'iho are here affemblc:d. 

Public credit is of the utmofi moment to a flate which 
expeas to rapport itfeIf, at any time; but it is all in all in 
& time of war, Tile \vant of it defeats t.he ,,·ifefl mea· 

.- . 
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lures, and· renders every department torpid and InGtion. 
lefs. I t cannot be denied. that by many unhappy, if not 
unwife meafures, public credit among us has been r.:du.. 
ced to the lowell ebb, firft by a monftrous and unheard of 
emiftion of paper money i next by -an aft of l>&nkruptcy .. 
reducing it to fix. pence in the pound; then by a table ;J 
depreciation. There remai ned but one thing which pTe. 
ferved us rome degree of refpeB:.\bility, that the pronlifes 
made to lenders of mC'oey before a 'certain period, Ilad 
~en kept for three years; but bow, as the Jan and finUh .. 
ing ftroke, this alfo is broken to pieces, and given to the 
winds. 

Let not gentlemen cry out -as before, why difiinguifh 
thefe people from other public creditors? I de not dit: 
tinguifh ttem by afking payment for them alone; -but I 
difiinguifh them, bec~ufe their circum fiances and difap. 
pnintment give a new and difgneef1~l llroke to the credit 
of the U oited States. · I difiinguifh them, becaufe 1 bop' 
that their fufferings and complaints may induce _us t~ take 
fome Rep towards the payment of all. Stnnge ft: is te the 
Jaft_ degree, that this comparifon fhould feem to fet gen. 
tlemen's minds at e&fe~becaofe great injury has heeD 
dvae to one clafs, thefefore the fame -may and ought to be, 
done to another. In this way it would be very eafy to rid 
curfelves of both, and to fay, why all this noire about 
loan-office certificates? have not all the receivers of con· 
tinental bills fufFered as much or more than they, and had· 
the il"amenfe furn of two hundred millions funk in their 
bands ?-H this would be a good anfwer in one cafe, it 
certainly would in the othert; Now is it proper or fafe in­
our prefent fituation, to refufe all kind of payment to the 
public creditors in this country ~ fo numerous and fo va· 
rioufly circumfianced? Let us examine it a little. . 

We ar~ now endeavoring to borrow, and have the hope 
of borrowing money in Europe. Is this the way to fuc~eed? 
]s it not poffible, is it net highly probable, that our treat. 
ment of our creditoys here, will foon be known there r 
Nay, are not fome of our creditors interefled in this v.ry 
meafure, refiding there? Mull not this repeated infolven­
C)·, neglea and eve~ contempt of public creditors, pre .. 
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tent people from Jendinx us in £.urope? I .. fony te 
fay it, but in truth I do bctiev~ tn:t it is their ignorance 
of our fituation and pall condua tbat alone will make 
them truft us. I confef~ that if I were at A:nfterdam juft 
now, and had plenty of money, I WCMlId give what I 
thought proper to the U nite~ States, but would lend them 
none. 

It is to be hoped, that in time trdth and joliee will (0 
far prevail, th#lt our pofierity win fc:e the ~d1ity of doing 
their duty; but at prefent we feem but little difpoCed to 
it.-By making fome payment to the public creditors 
;mm~diately, and profecutiJlg the meafurcs alread}9 begtlD 
for further iecurity, we fhould obtaill a dignitt and weight 
abroad, that would procure money wbcr~ver it could be 
found. 

4t us neAt confider the effca upon our credit at home. 
It has ,ever bee--, my opinion, that if our f«urity were 
good, and our credit f"ntiR, fo that obligaticns by the pub. 
lic woulrl be turned into money at any time, at par or at 
little lefs, we lboilld find no inconUderable number of 
lende.... Every thing of this kind proceeds upon fuch 
ceruin principles as never to fail in any inllancc! of h .. 
ving their dfea From the general dijpofition that pre­
vails · in this new country, real eft2.te is lefs eftcem:d, 
and money at interdl more, that is to fay comparatively 
!peaking. tha.~ in the old. Now, whatever fuccefs ""c 
may have in Europe, I am perfuaded we fhould ruu need, 
or at lean be much the better of l~ns at home, .. -bich are 
in. their nature preferable ~o tbofe abroad; and ~hen:fore 
whatever leads utterly tv ceRroy our credit at hon:e, does 
an effential injury ~o ~he public caufe. Nay, though there 
were not allY proper loans to be expe8ed or attempted f't 
home, fome trulling to public credit would be neceifary, to 
,make thof~ to whom W~ 2re already indebted patient, or at 
lean filent for fome time. To tbis may be added that au· 
nihi!atillg public credit, or rather rendering it contemFti. 
bIe, has an unhap:>y influenc~ upon every particular inter. 
nal temporary operation. People will not reek your fer. 
vice) but fly from it. Hence it is well known, that fome. 
times ft9res and ammunition or other necelTaries for the 
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Army, have iiood Rill upon the road till they were half 10ft 
for 9i'ant of ready money, or people who would trun you, 
to carry thefll forward. 

We mull now go a little further, and fay that if this pro. 
pofition is inforced, it \vill be a great hindrance to the 
payment of taxes, and raifing the fupplies which mull he 
called for from the flates. I do not ll1fi!l upon \vhat has 
been already mentioned, that the payment propofed \\10l11d 

enable man," to pay tteir taxes; becaufe, though that is 
certainly true with refpea to thofe who fhan receive it, 
and tllOUgh it is admitted they are pretty numerous, .yet 
in my opini!)n it is but a tritle to the other effeCts of it, 
both in the pofitive'and negative way.. Jt would give dig. 
nity to the pllblic fpirit, and animation to the people in 
ge!leral. It \\Iollld give the people better thoughts of their 
rulers, anc! prevent nlurmurillg at public perfons and 
public meafures. I need not tell this houfe how much 
depends in a free flate, upon having the efleem and at. 
tachment of \he peopie. It is but a very general view 
that people at a {Iiltani:e Catl take of the lnanagement of 
roell ira public truft; but i:1 general it is well kn~wn, they 
are abundaritly jealolls, and as ready to believe evil as 
g,-1OO. I do not fpeak by ~uefs, but from faCts, when I 
tel~1 ~ .. ou ttlar they {dY, we are no\v pl}7iIlg prodigious taxes, 
but what becomes of all the money? The army, fay they, 
get none of it, being almon two years in· arrea.r. The 
pllblic creciitors fay they get none of it, not even interefl: 
for their lDoney. This was told me by the county col. 
JeClor of Somerfet county, New.Jerfey, who was not a 
contentious man, but with ~d to know what he ought to 
fay to the people. Now this fmall payment, as it would 
be very general, wou]d be much talked of; and I am per. 
fuad,~d, for i~ general ~ood i,nduence, would be worth a!l, 
and more than all the fum \\'e lhall bello\\'. I have heard 
it raid, in fome fimilar cafes, VOll mllft fometin1es thro\v a . 
little \vater into a pump, in order to bring a great deal 

r · out O~. It. 
Now, on the other hand, what will be the confequence 

of a rotal refufal? You have told the Pllblic crt(litors, 
lhatyou have no money in Europe to draw for~ They 
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will very fpeedily hear of this lOZln in Hulland. They are 
fufficiently exafperated alreall}'; tllis \viIi add to their ill. 
dignation. They really arc: already fore; their minds 
will b~ rankled more than ever. They are looking \V~th 
an evil eye upon fome new men coming into play, and 
thillking themfelves unjufily and ungratefully ul~d. I 
believe they are not fo Inuch without principle, as to tum 
their backs upon the p~·blic caufe; but a fpirit of f,~ction 
and general di1content, upon fuch plaufible grounds, may 
do it e[ential injury. They may combine to refufe their 
taxes; and if any ruch unhappy aifociation ihould ~ 
formed, it would fpread; and many from a bl;nd attach. 
ment to their own interetl, would pretend to be upon the 
fame footing, though they have no concern in the matter: 
and if this difpofition fhould become general, it would put 
an entire fiop to all our proceedings. This difcour~ging 
profpeCt is not merely founded on conjeCture. I have 
been told that there have already been meetings tor enter­
ing into concert for refufing to pay taxes. Is it pallible 
We cao, in our circumfiarlces, more profitably el-nploy 
the fum nientioned in the motion, tha.n ~n giving fatisfac­
tion to a de[erving body of men, and in preventing evils 
of fo alarming a nature. 

It is poffi!Jle, fir, that fome are comforting themfelves 
\\1 __ :h tllcir o\vn fillcerity and good intentions; that the}~ 
ultimately reioive to pay all honorably; that they ha\~e 
taken, and are tak.ing meafures to prepare for it.-A fum 
of money is called for on purpofe to pay the intereH: of the 
public debts; and the five per cent. impoft is appropria­
tecl to the fame purpofe. But, iir, it wilJ take a confider. 
able time before the moll fpeedy of thefe meafures can 
bring money into the treafury; and in the mean time the_ 
late itep of refufillg to dra\v bills, has givell fuch a 11roke 
to loan.oflice certificates, that their value is fallen to ,l very 
trifle-the fllirit$ of the people are broken-a gentl1eman 
told me tile other day, 1 f(:e the Ioall.office cerrificatt!S arc 
gone~ as well as all the refl of the oloney. 'fhe int:vita­
ble conlequence will be, that hard and trrefifiibl~ neceffity, 
or illcredu!ity and ill humor, willinake thern part \vith 
them tor a mere nothing; and then the greatefi part of 

VOl..IV. U u 
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them by far ,viII really he in the hands of fpeculators. 
lVhen this is notorioufly the cafe, I lhall not be at all fur. 
prifed to find that fomebody will propofe a new fcale of 
depreciation, and fay to the~ holders, }70l1 iliall have tllem 
for what they \vere worth and generall}' fold at, at fuch a 
time. Pail: experience jufiifies this exped:ation, and no de­
claration we can make to the contrary, will be fironger 
than that of Gongrefs in the year 1779, that they would 
redeem the money, and that it was a vile and flanderous 
affertion, that they would fuffer it to fink in people's hands. 
I koO\v particular perfons alio, who by believing this de. 
claration, loft their all. No:w, if this fhall be the cafe 
again, public faith \viII be uilce more trodden under foot; 
and the fe\v remaining origirjal holders of certificates will 
lore them entirely, being taken in connexion \vith thofe 
who purchafed them at an under value. 
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I HAVE little to fay againit the rerolutions, as they 
£land reported by the fuperintendant of finance. Per­

haps they are unavoidable in the circumfiances to which 
we are reduced. Yet the flep teems to be fo very impor­
tant, a!ld the confequences of it fo much to be dreacled, 
that I mult intreat the patience of the houfe, till I flate 
the danger in a fe\v \\'ords, and exanline w'hether any 
thing can poffibiy be added to it, which may in fome de-
-gree prevellt the evils which \\"e apprehend, or at lean ex­
culpc1te Congrefs, and convince the public that it is the ef. 
fea of abfolute n.:ceffity. 

Sir, if we enter into thefe refolves as they fiand, it will 
be a deliberate deviation from an exprefs and abrolute fii­
pulation, and therefore it wiU, as it was expreffed by an 
honorable gentleman the other day, give the laft flab to 
public credit. It will be in vain, in future, to atk the pub. 
lic to believe any prom.ife we filall make, even when the 
moil clear and explicit grounds of confidence are produced. 
Perhaps it will be raid that public credit is already gone; 
alld it hatll been faid that there i~ no more in this, than 
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in oeglf'Cling to pay the interefl of the lean. office ctrtifl. 
tates of later date; but though there ,,-ere no other differ-en. 
~es he!wetn them, this being 3!lother and frdhtr infiance 
of the f~tnle, \'iill ha,'e an additional evil ;n£uence upon 
l)uhlic c:-edit. BtJt in faa, there is fomething more in it 
~ 

tbm in the ether. 1'he folemn fhpulation ofCon~refs, fpe-
ci!}'in~ the manner in which the interefi \\ as to be paid, 
,vas confi.:ltre{l as an additional fecurity, and gave a '-2.1ue 
to theit cef\ificates, \vlJich the others never had. 1 beg that 
no gelltlcnlan Inay think that I hold it a light matter to 
\vithhold the interett froIl1 the other lenders; they .-ill be . 
convinctc..\ I hope, of the contrary before I have done; 
but I have made the comparilon merely to flu:w what will 
be the influence 01' this m~ar'.1re upon the public mind, 
and therc::fore upon tIle credit and efiimation of Con~~fs. 
Now it is plain, that the pdrtlcular promife of giving bills 
upon E~:rope, as it had an effeCt, and was intended to ha\'c 
it ill procllri11g credit, it nltlll, \\~htn broken or \vithdra\\rn, 
operate in t.1e JIlofi powerful manner to cur prejudice. I 
\vill give an example of this, in our melancholy pail ex­
perience. ~rhe old continental money was difgracc:d and 
funk, lirll by the aCt of l\.farch 18th, 17Po, (which tbe 
Duke de Vergennes ju1Uy called an act of bankruptcy,) 
telling }'OU \\'ould pay no Dlore of your debt tllan fix· pence 
in th~ pound. 1~his was afterward~ further impioved by 
ne\v eflimates of depreciation,' of [event) .... five alld one 
hundred and fifty, for new flate paper, which itfelf was 
ftlilk to two o:r three for OIle; and yet bad as there men's 
cafes were, the difgrace arifing fiom them was more than 
doubled, by peop1e's referring to, and repeating a pubhc 
declaratioll of Congrefs, in which \\re complained ()f the 
injuriolls flanders of thofe that faid we would fuffer the 
money to firlk in the hall(ls of the holders, and making 
the moil [olemn proteHations, that ultimiltely the money , 
1houlcl be redef'nled dollar for dollar; and to my know­
It:dge, fome tru fling to that very declaration, fold their ef.' 
tates at what they thought a high price, and brc,ught 
then1ftlvts to utter Tllin. 

I cannot help requefiing Congrefs to attend to the nate 
(}f thofe perfom, who held the toan Office certincate! 
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which drew inttrefr on F ranee; the,- are all 9 .. it~o!lt ex • 
• 

ception. the firmeft aOll {'.ifdi friends to the auf.: ot An\e. 
r:ca; they ~¥~re in gel)era} ~he mofi firm9 and aal\·~, and 
ge'lerous friends. !\Iany of t~m advanced large fums of 
hard money, to af1i1i ~'ou in carrying on the war in Ca. 
nada.. None of them at aU put a.-ay even the loan·office 
certificates on fpecuJa!ioll, but either from a generous in. 
tention of ferving the public, or from an entire confidence 
in the public credit. There is Olle clrcutnflance which 
Qu~ht to be attend~ to, viz. the promile of intereil-hills 
on Europe were not made till the loth of~ptember. 1777 .. 
It was faid a day or two ago, that thofe who rent in cdlt 
a little before l\:Iarch !tt, 17iS, had by the depreciated 
fiate of the mon~}-, received almoft tileir principal; but 
this nlakes but a fmall part of the money', for there "-ere 
but fix months for the reorJ)e to put in the money, after 
the promife was made; only the man apparent juftice 
obliged Congreis to exten{t the pri\~ile~e to thofe \\"ho had 
pllt in their money lkfore. Befides, no!hing can be nlore 
unequal and injurious than reckoning the money by the 
depreciation~ either before or after the 1ft of ~·fafCh. lii8, 
for a grp.at lA'lrt of the; money in aU the Loan offices was 
fuch as had been paid up in its nominal ,·alue, in confe­
quence of the Tt!nner la\\'s. 

This points you, Sir~ to another clafs of peCryIe, from 
whom money was taken, viz. widows and orphans. corpo­
ratiolls and public bodies. IIow many guardians \vere ac­
tually led, or indeed were ob1iged~ to put their deprecia. 
ted and depreciating money into the funds-I fpeak from 
good knowledge. The trullees of the college of New-Jer­
fey, in June, 1717, dire8ed a committee of their's to put 
~ll the money that fhOllld be paid up to them, in the loan­
office, fo that they have now nearly invefied all. Some 
put in before ]\iarch, 1778, and a ~eate .. part fubfequent 
to that date. Now it mufi be known to every body, that 
flnce the payment of the interefi bi11s gave a value to there 
ear1y loans~ many have continued their interefi in them. 
#ld relled in a manner who11y on them for fupport. Had 
they entertained the fligbteft fllf picion that tlley ,,-,ould be 
tut off, they could have fold them for remething, and 



~pp~ied themf~:\-es to ct!1er mC~!lS of fuhfifience; but u 
th;: C-lt~: n~\\· tl3n,}s, ~·Ol) are re,ltlcitl~ no: ~ln inconfilier.! .. 
b!e number of your ,-ery b::l! !riel~Js to 30fciute bc~cuy. 
l}.lrin~ th~ wnoI~ r110l1. and throu~h th~ whole J~nem of 
C\)ll~i'len!;ll !!lOne,·, '·O:.tf frietl(ls ila\:'e futl~re(' alo:ae-the ., . 
difaficclcd and lukr\\','flll !13\"C a]\\':.,'s e\ ;;i.!{'(! ,he burd~'l . ' 

--h"n: in mJny inltanct"s Hlrned the I~iffcr!n~s of the 
~ountry to :het; O\\'n aCCOullt-llave triunlpJ~e\.l over the 
Vi:li~s~·-a~~d if th~ \\'!~o'e fhall be cri)~"I.ed \~'ith this l:!it , 
ftrcke, it !eenls but Tt!l~011Jble t~!lt they fr.o~ild treat us 
"'i:h infult and d~ri!icn. _\nd \":~lt fait!} do )"OU expea 
the pub!h. creJ!t(\~s tho~}~d r!:tc~ ill )'our promiie of ever 
pa~'iIlg them at ~\~i? "-hat rea10n, aft~r l\~}lat is !)ait, }lave 
the}" to dre.d that you ,\'iil l~l\·ert ttie fUlld \\-hit'h is 110W 

mentioned as .! d~iiant :onTct" of payment? If a future 
C311grcls fuou!ll (10 t!1:s l it \,'oul\.} not be one \\'hit \\·orfe 
than \\·-ilat has bcc!n already· done. 

1 '\'Jlh, Sir, this hOlli~ ~'()uld ,\"ei~h a little, the public 
(:onfequen\:cs that will immediately t~lIow this refolu:ion. 
1~he griet~ difappo!l1tnlt:nt and fufl~rings of your beft 
rri~llds, has beell alrC:'i(l~~ mentione(l-t~~n prepare your. 
fel\"es to hear fronl )·our enen1ies the 111011 lnlultin~ abu!~. 
\70U will be accufeJ of the rnon oppn:l1i\-e tyranny": 
and the grolTdl fraud. If it ~ railible to poiion the 
rnillds of ihc I)ubiic, by n1akillg t~1is bexly ridiculous 
' .. contemptib!e, the)' \\:iil ha\-e the fairetl opportuni-

J( ~; • .)inb fa, tllat e\·cr \\"as I)ll! ill ,.1 -:r haI~ 1s. But 
1 l.~ ~ii rctunl l0 our plUlldtred, lOil

t 
... :~le\.1 friends; 

we cannot fay to what their rage lind dilappointment 
n1l}- brins theln; Vie know that nClthing on e4rth is 
fo dc:eply refc::ntful, as defpifed or rejected love-whether 
tbey may proceed to any violent or difQrderly me,\fures, 
it is impcilible to know. '\-e ha\'e an oM proverb, That 
the e)'es \viiI break t:~,ough ito:le ,,·ai!s, ancl for ID}' O\\'n 

part, I fnop ~.j very l11uch dread tIle furious and vic­
J~llt trrorts 0: defpair. \~TOUjli to Go(l~ that tlje indepen­
denrc:: of America was once dt~blithc::d by a treaty of peace 
in Europe::; for we know that in t\il great and fierce po. 
!:1!Ca: conr::utions, t~l<! df::d of pewer and circumfianccG 
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is \·e:,,~' great; anJ that ii the tide ha! run long witi great 
,iolence one \'iay, if it does not fully reach its p~rl)ofe, 
a~l~i is by~ any nleans brollgllt to a fl~ll(l, it is apt to take 
a dir~"t!o!l, and rettlrn \\·ith the falne or greater \,iolc=nce 
than i~ 3tlvance<l. ~Illfi this be riiked at a trifis .,htll the 
people bef.n to be fatigued with tht: war, to feelihe heavy 
elpenee of it~ b}? p:i!'~ng taxes; and when the en~my. 
conv:aceJ' of their folly in their former fe\-erities, are doil~g 
every tilillg the}~ call to in~atiate themfeJ\ .. ~s \vith the 
F'.lo!ic at large. But though our friends lhould not be in .. 
dnf:cd to take violent an,l feditious meafures all at once, l~ 
am almoll ce!'taill it will producp a particular hatred 311d 

conte:npt ofCongrefs, tIle repretentati\~e body ofth! union. 
and flill a greater hatred of the individuals \vho COIl) pote 
tf-:!~ boJy at this time:. ~Jne thing will undoubtedl} h:'iJ• 

pen; that it will greatly abate the refpetl whieh is due frolD 
the p~biic to this bodjP, and therefore \veaken their ~uth()l. 
rity in ail other parts of their proceedings. 

I beg leave to fay, Sir, that in all probabil:ty it \viII lay 
tie foundation for other greater and more fcandllous fieps 
of the fame kill<.l. Y ~u \viII fa}~ \\~hat greater can there ~ ? 
Look blCk a little to your hiftary_ The firfl great and de. 
liberate breach of public fait}l, \vas the aCt of l\larch I 8t~ 
1780) reducing the money to torty for one, which ,vas de. 
clJ.ring you ,\'-oultl pa}' YOllr debt at fix-pence in tIle pound 
-But did it not turn? No, b)F allc.l b)7 it \\"as fet in tllis 
ftate and otllers at fe\~enty-five, anti fill~lII}:- let one hundred 
acd fifty for one, in ne\v papt'r, ill ftate plper, \vhich in 
fix. mont!ls, rofe to four for one. N 0\\", Sir, \Vllat \viII L,c 
the cafe with there certificates! Before this propofal was 
ktlC\Vll, their 5xed price \vas about half a cro\vn for ~ dol. 
lar of tile eftimated depreciated ,·aIlle ; \\rhen this relolu­
tio~ is fa\r)y fixed, they \\~ili imI11t!diatel}' fall ill vallIe, 
pcrllaps to a 1hillitlg tIle d:Jl!ar, probably lefs. l\·Iuiti­
tUlles of llet)l)le in defpair, all(l abiJlut- , ncceffir}r, \\till fell 
t11em for next to 110t11ing, and '.t,-ilen tile holtlers COllie at 
Ian: to apply for thdr money, I think it highly protl.\ble, 
you \vili give tl1em a fC~lle of depreci~!!on, anci t~ll thelll, 
(he}' coil: [0 little that it \\'auld be all illjury' to tIle public 
tL' pay the full va!ue. Aaj in trtlth, Sir, fllrro!iog you 
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finally to pay the full value of the certificates to the hold~ 
ers, the original and moll meritorious proi'rietors will in 
many, perhaps in moll cafes, lole the \Vh~le. 

It will be very proper to confidt'r what effect this will 
have upon foreign nations; certainly it will tet ilS in a 
IDOft contemptible light. 'Ve are jult ~ginning to appear 
among the powers of tht earth, and it may be faid of na. 
tional, as of private characters, tho}' foon begin to form, 
and when difad\'antageous ideas are formed, they are not 
eafily altered or detlroyed. In the very infiance before US4 
many of thefe certificates are poffeffed by the (ubjects of 
foreign princes, and indeed are in foreign parts. 'Ve mufi 
not think that other fovereigns will fuffer their fubjeas to 
be plundered in fo wanton and extravagant a manner. 
You have on )·our files, letter; from the Count de ,rer. 
gennes, on the 1ubjetl of your former depreciation; in 
which he tells you, that whatever liberty you take \\·ith 
your own fubj~as, you muft not think of treating tho 
fubjeCts of France in the fame way; and it is not impotIi. ' 
hIe that you may hear upon this fubjeCl, what you little 
e~peft, whtn the terms of peace are to be fettled. I do 
not in the lean doubt that it may be demanded that you 
1hould pay to the full of its nominal value, aU the money 
as wei) as loan-office certificates, which !haII be found in 
tbe hands of the fubjecls of France, Spain or Holland, and 
it would be pertetlly jun. I have Dlentioned France, 8tc. 
but it is not only not impoffible, bIt highly probable, that 
by accident or danger. or both, many of thefe loan-office 
certificates may be in the hands of Englifh fubjeCts. Do 
you think tilt:}' wiHnot demand payment? Do you think 
they will make any difference between their being before 
or after ~farch lit, 1778? And will you prefent them 
with a feale of depreciation? Rt:member the affair of the 
Canada bilis, in the Iafi peace between England and 
France-I wilh we could take example from our enemies. 
l-Iow many fine di!fertations ha\'e we upon the merit of 
national trlltll all(lllOllor ill Great .. Britain. Can \\'e think 
without blufhing, upon our contrary condua in the mat. 
ter of finance? By their punftuality in fulfilling their en" 
ga&ements as to interetl, they have been able to fupport 
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I tOld of debt altogether eno~m~us. B~ ?!e~f-=j to cbfe"e\ 
Sir", that they are not wholly \';ithout c~q;::ritnce of depre­
ciation: navy dc:bentures and failors' tickets ha.ve bt-en 
frequentl)' fold at an hJ1t: and sometimes even at a thirJ of 
their value; by that means they feem to ,be held by that 
c:1afs of men called by us fpeculators. Did that govern­
ment e\ger thillk uf preienting ti:e ll~lders of them, y,"~~eri 
they came to, be paid, with ~ rcal~ of depreciatio\\: Th~ 
very idc:a of it would knock the whole fyftem (if public 
credi~ to pieces.. . . 

But the importance::-:f this matter will be felt befor«i 
the end of the war. \\T e are at this time earnefllv foli. . . 
citing foreign loans. \Vith 'What face can we expeCt to 
have ctedit in foreign parts, and in future loans, after we 
have fo notorioufiy broken every engageIl'~nt which we 
have hitherto made? A difpofition to pay, and vifible pro­
bable means of payment, are abfolutely necer.ary t~ ere .. 
dit; and where that is once eflablifhed, it is not difficult 
to bcrro\v. If it tnay be a mean of turning the attention 
of Congrefs to this fubjefi, I beg of them to obferve, that 
ii they could but lay down a foun<.!ation of credit, they 
would get money enough to borrow in this country, where 
we are. There is property enough here; and, compara­
tively fpeaking, there is a greater number of perfons here 
who would prefer money at intereft to purchafing and 
holding real eftates. The ideas of all old country peop!e 
are Iligh in favor of real efiate. Though tIle illterefi of 
money, even upon the \~ery beft fecurity there, is from 
four to fcur and a halt~ four and three quarters and [i\·e 
per centum; yet when any teal efia.te is to be fold, there 
will be ten purchafers ",-here one only ca~l obtain it, and 
it will coft fo much ~s not (0 bring more than tvY9 o, twa 
2nd a half, and at molt three per centum. 

It i:l quite otherwife in this country, and indeed it ought 
to bt~ c·thc:rwife. To pur:hafe an e'ltate in tIle cultivated 

• 
parucf the country, except what a man pOllelles himfeIf., 
\\till not be near fo Ilrofitable as the interefi of monel· ; 
and in mAny cttfes Vtl,ere it is rented out, it is fo wa~ed 
and \VClrll by tIle tenant, that it vrculd be a greater profit 
at thc~ c'nJ of feven y~ars, thill the land had been left to it-

Vt)L. I\i. X X 
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felf, to be2.f woods and bullies that fhould rot upon the 
ground, without any rent at all. Any body alfo mty fee, 
that it is il~nofi univerfal in th~s country, \\!"hen a man 
dies leaving ~nfant children, that the execlltors fell all his 
property to turn it into money, and put it in fecurities fur 
~afy and equal divifion. 

All thefe tbings, 1\1r. Prefident, proceed upon certain 
and indubita\)}e principl~s, \vhich never fail oftlleir effeCt. 
Therefore, yO\) have only to make }:our payments as fooo, 
as regular, and as profitable as other borrowers, and you. 
\viII get all th(: morley you want; and by a flnali advan-
tage over otht~rs, it \vill be poured in upon }70U, fo that 
you ihall not need to go to the lenders, for they will corn~ 
to you. 
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5 PEE CHI X COI'l G RES S, 

UPON THE 

C 0 'N FED ERA T ION. 

••• • 

T HE abfolute neceffity of union to the vigor and fue­
cefs of thofe mearures on which we are already 

entered, is feit and conferred by every one of us, without 
exception; fo far, indeed, that thore who have expreffed 
their fears or fufpicions of the exilLng cOT'£ederacy prov­
ing abortive, have yet agreed in faying that there rnufi: 
"and {ball be a confederacy for the purpofes of, and till the 
finiG~ing of this war. Sc. far is well; and fo far it is 
pleafing to hear them exprefs their fentiments. But I 
intreat gentlemen calmly to c0nfider how far the giving 
up all hopes of a latling confederacy among thefe fiates, 
for their future fecurity and improvement, will have an 
effect upon the fiability and efficacy of even the tempora­
ry confederacy, which aU acknow ledge to be nece1fary ? 
I am fully perfuaded, that when it ceafes to be generally 
known, that the delegates of the provinces confider a Ian .. 
iog union &.5 impraCticable, it will greatly derange the 
miqds of the people, and weaken their hands in defence 
of their country, which they have now undertaken with fo 
much alacrity and fpirit. I confefs it would to me great­
ly diminiih the glory and importance of th~ ilruggle, 
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whether confidered as for the rights of mankind in gene; 
ral, or for the prof perity and happir~crs of this continent 
in future tilnes. 

It would quite depreciate the objeCl: of bope. as we11at 
place it at a greater difi~!lce. For what would it fignify 
to rifk our poffeffions and ilied onT blood to fet ourfelves 
free frem the en~Toachmcnts a:1d oppreffion of Great ... 
Britain-with a certainty, ? s foon as peace was fettle4 
\vith them of a m,ore lafiinf, war, a more lJnnatural, more 
b]ood}~, and much more hopelefs \var, amol1g the colonies 
themfelves ?-Some of us confider ourfelves as aCling for 
pofterityat prefent, having little expe6!ation of living to 
1ee all things fuUy fettled, and the good confequeQces of 
liberty taking effect. But how much more uncertain the 
hope of fee:ng the internal contefis cf the colonies fettled 
upon a lafiing and equitable footing? 

One of the greaten danger$ I have always confidered 
the colonies as expofd to at prefent, is treachery amoi.o 
t}1emfelve§, ~ugrpent~d py bribery and corruption fr~ql 
~ur en~mie~. .aut \\Jlla~ force would be added to the at. 
gum~~~s ()f fe9ucers, if they cauld fay \vith tfllth, that it 
was Qf n~ ~onfequenc~ whether we fucceeded againft 
Gre~t.Hritaill. or 110t; fqr ,V~ nlufi, in the end, be fuajea. 
~d, t~e gr~at~ft part \?f US t to the pp\\rer of Qne or snore of 
!he firt'lngefi or largefi: of ~h~ American fiates? And here I 
would ap.ply the argument whith we have fo often nfed a­
Raina Great-~ri~ain-that in alJ hifiory we fee that the 
naves qf fr~emen, anq the fubjeB: ftates of republics, have 
bee~ of ail other~ the moft grievoufir oppreifed. I do not 
think tpe re~ord$ oftinl~ can produce an infiance of flave~ 
treated ,,"'ith fo l~lllCh barbarity as tile Helotes b}' the Lace. 
~emoni~I1s, \vQo \vere the 1110fi illuftrious champions for 
Jiberty in all Greece; or of provinces more plundered and 
{poiled ~han the fiates conquered by the RQmans, for on~ 
}.llndred year$ ~efore C~iar's diB:atorfhip. The reafo(l is 
pi;lin: tflere are mal1)' great m~n in free fiates. Tllere 
~·ere n1any confl!lar gentlemen in tllat great reputllic, \vho 
~1l confidered themfdves as greater than kings, a::1t! lllufi: 
have ~~ngly fQrtunes, whkh they had no odu~r way of 

~ . . . 
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acquiring but by governments ()f pro\-inces, which I.ned 
generally but one year, and feldoll more than two. 

In what I have already f.lid~ or may fay, or any cafes I 
may fiAte, I hope e\"ery gentleman will cio me the juftice 
to believe that I hale not !oe nloll di!lant view to panicular 
p~dons or focieties. and mean only to redon from the ufual 
courfe of things. and the preju\lices infeparable from men 
~s filch. And can \ve help fa~-in~, that there will be a much 
~reater degree. not only of the corrupt!on of particular per-
{on!:, but the defeClion of particular provinces from the pre­
fent confederacy, if the\~ confid~r our fucters itfclf as Oll)~ . - ~ 

a prelude to contefl of a more dreadful nature, and indeed 
• 

much more properl}r a ci\·il .\~~r than tilat \\~hich now often 
obtains the tl:lme : l\Iutl not fman colon::s in particular 
be in danger of iaying, we mull fecure nurfeh-es ? H the 
colonies are independent {lates, ieparate and difunited, 
'l~er this war, we rna}- be fure of coming oft" by the \vorfe. 
\\.1 e are in no condition to contend with feveral of them .. 
O~lr trade in general, and our trade \vith them, muft be 
lIpon fuch terms as they fhall be pleafed to prefcribe.­
\Vhat will be the confequence of thi~? \\fPUI they not be 
ready to prefer petting themfelves under th~ protetlion oi 
Grt;at .. Bri~ain, France or i-lolland, rather tllan" fubrrlit to 
the t}'ranny of their l-leigllbors, \\-ho \\-ere lately their 
equals? ~or would it be at all impoffihle, that they fhould 
entei into ruch raUl engagements as \\"oul~ prolle their uwn 
ddlrucHon, from a mixture of apprehendc:d neceffity and 
real re[(!ntment. 

Perhaps it may be thought that breaking off this confe­
derac}F, and leaving it lltlfinifIled after \ve ha\ye entered 
up::a ~t, will be only poOponing the duty to fome future 
period? Alas, nothing' can ~xceed the abfurdity of that 
:fuppofitio!l. v" . .:s not all hiltory cr}~ Ollt, that a common 
danger is the great and only effeCtual means of fettling 
difficulties, and cumpofinJ difl:~r~nces. Ha,"e we not ex .. 
perienced iL efficacy in producing furh a degree of union 
thtt)!lgll tllefe colonies, as 11011Ch1Y "loulcillave prol)heficd, 
anc} har(lly any \vQu1(i 11lve exp~a~(l ? 

If thtr~fore, at p;',:!!!nt, when the danger is yet immi. 
nent, \vhen it is fo far frpm lleinz orer, t1lat it is but 



coming to its he~~ht, we ill,,!! ~ad it lmpoBible to '~ce 
UpOll the terms of tllis c~nfe!!cracy, \\lflat madnefs is it to 
fUPllOfe that there ever \\~iil be a tiltle, or that ~ircunjfian_ 
ces will fo chan~e. as to make it even probable, t~at it 
wiH ~ done at an after [ea[on? \ViJI not the very fame 
'difficulties that are in our way, l'le in the \\'ay of thofe who 
fhlU come after as? Is it poffible that they fhould be ig. 
norant of them, or inattentive to theln? Win they not 
have the f:tOle jealouues of each other, the fame attach. 
ment to local prejudices, and particular interefi? SG cu. 
taill is this, tllat I look upon it as on tIle repentance ->f a 
finner-Every day's delay, though it adds to the ner~ffity, 
)'et augments the difficulty, anu takes froln tile inclina-
tion. 

"rhere is ooe tIl ing that has been thrown out, by which 
.fome feem to perfuade themfelves of, and oth~h tc be 
more indifferent about the fuccefs of a confederacy­
that from the nature of Inen, it is ta be expeBe(1 that a 
time mull come \Vllen it \viII be diffolved and broken in 
pieces. I am none of tllofe whQ either deny or ~~nceal 
the depravity of human n~ture, till it is purified by the 
li~ht of truth, and r~-:-=ewed by the Spirit of the living 
Gvd. Yet I apprehend there 1S no force in th~t rearon­
ing at ail. Shall \ve eflablifh nothing goO\!, becaufe \ve 
kno\v it cannot be e~ernal? Shall \'1e live \vithout go­
vernment. becaufe every confiituticn has its old age, ~nd 
its period? Becaufe we know that \ve filaII die, fila]l 
we take no pains to preferve or lengthen out life? Far 
from it, fir: it only requires the more watchful attention, 
to fettle government upon the beft princip!es, and in the 
wifefi manner, that it may Iall: as long as the nature or 
thillgS will aclnllt. 

But I beg leave to fay fomething more, though with 
fome rifk that it will be thought vifionary and romantic. 
I do expea~ l\fr. Prefident, a progrefs, as in every other 
human art, fo in the order and perfeCtion of human fo­
ciety, greater than we have yei feen: and why fhould 
we be wanting to ourfe1ves in urging it forward. It is 
certain" I thin!~, tJlat hUlnan fl:ience and religion have 
kept company together, and greatly affified each other'S 



progrefs in the world. I do not iJy that intelleaunl and 
moral qllllities are in the fame proportion in p3rticu)af 
perions; but they ha\'e a grea: and friendly influence 
upon one another, in focietie~ and larger bodies. 

There have been great imprO\'emel1ts, not o!lly in hu­
man kno\\"ledge, but in Ilunlan nature; the J .. ·rcgrefs of 
which can be eafily traced in hinory. Every hody is able 
to look back to the tilfle in Ellrope. when tIle liberal fen. 
timents that no\\· prevail UpOtl the rigllts of confcience, 
\\ould have been looked upon as abfurd. It is but little a­
bove two hundred years fince that enlarged !yftem c~Hed 
the balance of po\\'er, took place: an(} I nlaintaiJl, thlt ;~ 
is a greater Rep frenl the former difunitecl al1(} hofiile 
fituation of kingdoms and ftates$ to their prefeot candi. 
tion, than it would be from their prefc:nt cOlldition to a 
ftate of more perfea and Jailing union. It is not imp~ffi. 
bie, th~! in future times all the nates on one quarter of the 
globe, m~y fee it proper by fome plan of union., to perpe~ 
tuate fecurity and peace: and fure ! ~!1l: a well planned 
confederacy among the nates of America, may halld d~~"'n 
t~le bleffings of peace and public order to many genera­
tions. 1'he union nf the fe\'en pro\·inc~s of the Lo\v 
Countries, h,s llever )·et been broken; and they are of 
very different degrees of firength and wealth. Neither 
ha\re the Cantons of Switzt:rland e\'cr broken among 
themfe!'Tes, though there are fom:: of thenl protefiants, 
aild fome of tllem papifts, by public efiablithment. Not 
only fos but thefe confederacies are feldom engaged in a 
war with other nations. Vl ars are generally between mo­
narchs, or fingle 1lates that are .. arge. J.~ confederation of 
itfe!f keeps war at a difiance from the bodies of which it is 
cOlnpofed. 

For all tllefe reafons, fir, I hurnblJ1 apprehend tllat e\'e .. 
ry argument frc.)m honor. intereil, fafety and neceffit} .. , 
confpire !ll preffillg us to a cOllfederacy; an(l if it be feri .. 
oufly attempted, I hope, by the bleffing of God upon our 
endeavors, it will be: happily accom})iillic:d. -- ---
- - - -



, [ -I 
.J 

,JJ~"~~JJ"rIJ'~~'-,r~~I~r'J~~'f"'r"11 

.,.. J''''''''''''' ., .r .r ..r J J" .r ~ .. .,. J ..r .r .r J ..". .". J" .r .'- J' J .r r J .".. J'.,....r,. ." .,. ."; .... .,,. .r ,.r 

SPEECH COX G RES S, 

..... '" - .... 11 ~ A .. ~ ~ - '·1' ~ ~ 1': ,- r .) 1!' 
'- -' ~ ¥ r. '- ..l.' .... 4,;..' ~ .. 

P LEN I POT E N T I A R I E S. 

I Al\1 forry to obferve, that after going through the in': 
flruclions to be givell to Ollr plenipotentiary or pleni­

potentiaries, we fhouid have fo warm a debate, and in. 
4let:d feem to be 1'0 equa]jy divided upon the queftion, 
\\Whether th~re filouid be one or nlore, to \\:hom \v'e \vill 
elltTuft ~}le neriociation • 

.l\s tJ the praClice bf Eutopean nations, I be1ieve it is 
fo \'"aril)US as Ilot to afford an)' argumeilt on one fitle or 
tIle other: '\~e may appoint one or more--there \T~iil be 
nothing fil1guI~tr or renllrkable in it, 10 as to ma~;e Ollr 
condllCl look 1ike ignorallce ill ruch matters. I am in. . 
clined to thillk, 110\\~e\'er, that negcciatioos are generally 
conduc.ted near to their concIl,iion, by one cOllfidetltial 
perron, though after the !110re inlportallt preliminaries are 
icttlc(i, nlore nitl}r b~ iornetill1es api"oi11ted, to give greater 
folemnity' to tIle ccnclufio!l. \;Y~e are therefore at lil1erty 
to (' etermine ourfc::!\:-es \\'hoII}' by the general reafon and 
natLre of the tiling, an1 our o\vn particular t;ircurnfiances. 

As to the firt1 of rl1efe, on t}~e fide of Olle perron, it may 
be raid, thete \viII be mere precii1on~ more expeditioll, 
more uniform it)', and 1110re certaint}7 of agreement \vith 
Qtllers an(l cOlliillcncy \vitllilimfclf. A11Cl tbe Ferron \VllOm 
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we hat"e employed, is a man of fou:ld and clear under~ 
. flanding, and has had the ad\'anta~e of being a long time in 
Europe, and no doubt has beetl turning his thoughtJ, ancl 
making enqniries, upon the fubjea ever finee he went 
t~efe; fo that we may fuppofe him pretty ripely advifed .. 

On the other fide, it may be raid, that, if alone, h~ 
might be at a lofs; and that it would be of advantage to 
hinl to ha,fe t.le ad\"ice of others. It is even faid, that 
there is a nect!fiity of others better acquainted \vith parts 
of the country different from thore \\'ith which he has been 
chiefly conneaed.-... ~s to council, that does not firiJ~e 
me much-perhaps there is greater fafety in one than 
three; becaufe he is, full}· refponfible; \vhereas if a com­
mon council is taken, the bhlme is divided, and every 
one is lefs difficlllteJ to jufiify his conduCt: in the iffue. 
F~fides, is there no danger to the caufe itfelf, from an ob. 
ftinate di\9ifion cf fentiments in thofe who are entrufied 
~vith the condllCl: of it? This \\'Ollld expofe us, in the 
ppinion of thofe 'who obferl'ed it, and might perhaps give 
Ief. refpeCl: to what each or all of tllem might (ay or do. 
. As to the nec:effity of perfons from different parts of tI1e 
country,. it is not eary to conceive what circumfiances, 
in a negociation of this kind, can ~e peculiar to one part 
of the country IT.ore than another. If it \vere to make 
rules for t~e il1ternal government, taxation, ·or commerce 
of tIle flates t there \voul<l be fome force in the remark; 
but when i~ is only to make peace for the, liberty and pro .. 
teCtion of aI" there feems to be little weight in it. 

But now let uS conuller Ollr particular circumfiances. 
~Iention has been made of the differeIlce between J\fr. . . 
Adams and the count de \7 ergellnes. I 11ave given })arti. 
cu)ar attention to all that was faid in his letter upori that 
fubj~a, and an that has bet1n raid by the minifier of 
Fratlce here; and there 'vas llot 011<: ~jnt given that could 

.... lead us to think it \vas their defire or expeCtation that he 
1110uld be (lifnliffc,l or flpperfedecl, or eve11 bridled by tIle 
~dditiol1 of others in tile commiffion. "i e ha\"e full}' 
complied with their deare lJpon this fubjetl, in the in. 
flrtlftions. Tllere is ll-le greatell reafon to think that the~~ 
are well faLi:;fi~d upon it. But if we 1hould Hill go further~ 
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3l1d either difcharge him, or 00 \\-hat is in f'lbfilnce the 
fame, or Inight be fuppofi~d or conceived by him to be 
the fame, this \vould be rather an act of too great obie­
quioufnefs, and but an ill example for the future condua 
of our afiii:'-s. 'Vhat \ve do no\v, \vill be often mention­
ed in after times j and if the like praftice pre\'aiJ, it will 
difcourage public fervants from fidelity, and lcffen their 
dignity and firmnefs. There is alia fome rcafon to fear 
that ther(! rnay not be the mofi perfea agreement an10ng 
them ; and if.a jealoufy in point of affection between them 
1hould arire, it might be Rill mere fatal than a difference 
in opinion. You may obfer\re, that Dr. Franklin parti. 
cularly In(~ntions the ifTlprOpriety of ha\7il1g nl0re mini!: 
ters than Cine, at one court and in tile fame place. ":e 
have felt the bad confequences of that already in more in. 
fiances th'ln one. Congrefs were led into fucb fieps as 
ended in out parting with Mr. Lee, chiefly by the argu­
ment of hi:) being difagreeable to the Frenell court j anti 
though he '.vas in my opinion one of tIle moll able, faith. 
ful and aCtive fervants we ever had, and certainly one of 
the moft difinterefted-he was but barely able to go off, 
with a cold ceremonial adieu, that had \'ery little in ~t of 
a grateful ff~nfe of his fervices t or cordial approbation. It 
is not pleafant to refleCt, l\Ir. Prefident, tllat 10 earl}Y in the 
hifiory of tllis new Hate, perfons in public emplO}·rvellt. 
filould be fc) prone to enter in:o ambitious contelltion) 
and pufu one another into difgrace. 

I cannot help putting you in mind, upon this fubjea~ 
of what has juft now come to light. )7' ou are informed by 
the French court, in the moll authentic manner, and in·· 
deed if I am not mifiaken it is by implication at lean in 
tIle king's letter, that you had been ill fen'ed b}' the peo~ 
pIe }70U employed there, and cheated both in poillt Ofqt13. 

lity and price; and that on this account tIle}· intent) to gi \ge 
direCtions on that fubjetl themfd\Tes. l~OW, fir, perhaps it 
may be ne\vs to nlany members of th~s bo~i}"; that tllef~ 
\vere tIle very contraCts I'll~,je by ~-1r. Dean, \vitl10ut tl!~ 
knowledge or confellt of l\lr. Lee, of \yhicll 1\lr. Lee 
loudly complained. rfllefe were tIle very fer\'ants \\'llof~ 
accounts 1\'Ir. Lee objeacd to, and whofe conduct he cen· 



{ure(l. But \\. llat Jill he ~~t by it? :\ r ... n~:\ll \r l~ fuppvrt. 
cd bv his \'f'11erabJe (:-)ti li'iell~l, as he c~l:;?:) 1,1m: :\Ir. Lee 

~ 

was conlplaille{l of, as jealol15 an:l troul'l(I~'):ne~ and (lira-
greeable to tl1c! court of }~rance; antI nl,t olll}f> oppofed 
and flighted by many members of this houfe, hut I may 
fay attacked alld perfc~cllte{l in flIC)} a manl)~r, tJlat if he 
had not been fupported with a gencrons franknefs by 
others, nlight have en,jed in public 111faITI)', 

1 have jll!i further upon this fllbjea to obier\'e, that )~CU 
very lately fent a new n1itlifler t() the Frencll court, l\Ir. 
Laurens-a.lneafure n-luch difapprov~(l b~~ many; and it 
,vas then foretold, it ,,'cull! be a difgraceful thin~ to Dr. 
Franklin. Probably h:! has conceived it in that light; 
and as he has no defire at all to retllrn hOll1e, I am ~·ell 
convinced tllat tllis IS tl1'~ true callfe of the uefire expreffed 
in his laft letter to refigrA JJis cCi11nlifl'ion. 

Some have mentione:l the in1portallce of the matter, 
and that the chance is ~~~reater againfl corruption, where 
three are to be taken off, tllan one. It is very trlle, that 
celeries parib: . ., as is cClmmonly faid. there is a greater 
chance for one incOrrtlpti J!e perlon in tl1ree than in cn~ ; 
but there are tingle }Jerfo:ns in \vhom I \\?ould contide as 
much as in ten. And befides, the thillg may be taken tIle 
otl1er way; for there is a. greater chance of finliing one 
corruptible perron in three thall in one; and III a commif. 
:fion of that ~ature, one traitor is able to do much mif. 
chief, tlloUgh the otllers are perfeCtly uprigllt. He, beiIlg 
aclmitted into the reeret, n~lay not Ollly difclofe mearurest 

bllt perplex them, let the' al)ilities of his colleagues be 
wllat they \vill. I 11ave feen a tnan ill Congrers, \vno lli1• 

on the fUPIlofition of his being a traitor, I an1 Cure llaci ad­
drcfs enough to dra\v many" iIlto 11is l11eafures-Illal1)' not 
contenl ptible in underilanditle, alld fillcerely attached to 
their country's callfe. 

Before I conclude, I would fay a little upon our circum­
fiances in another refp::C1. The firft appearances we 
make U;"'IOO the public Hage, ,are of confequence. It is to 

. be wifnell therefore, tllat the cre(lit of the U nitecl Statl~~ 
\vere confultccl. If \ve \vere fure tl1at our cOlllnliffio11e;rs 
would be immediately admitted to public and cc.ordinatc 
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fenion with the other plenipotentiaries, perhaps a commif .. 
non of three would be augufi and honorable; but if, as I 
firongly fufpeCt \vill be the cafe, they are not at firfi pub­
licly adn1itted at a11, but obliged to negociate through the 
plenipotentiaries of France-if, as is not ilnpoffible, even 
in the fett lenient of the treaty, lve are not confidered as 
the fornlal contraCting parties at aJ1, but our interefi at­
tended to in articles as it \vere occafionalJy introduced­
if this is done, as a fal vo to the honor of England, and ta 
purchafe for us advantages fubflantial and durable, a 
pompous commiffion to a number of de1egates ""ill rather 
le[en our dignity, and Jetraa. from our wifdom and cau­
tion. 

Upon the w·hole, iir, I am of opinion that it would be 
much better to affign to one the conlmiffion already given. 
with the infir~aions w·hich have been cordially agr~ed 
upon" and feem to .be in every refJX=t:\: agreeable to the­
defires of the court of France, and the opinion of the 
king's minifier in this country. 
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ON TIlE 

-p R 0 P 0 SED MAR K E· T 

IN 

C EN ER AL WA SHING TON'S C41rIP • 

.. -
To his Excellcncy Gencral Washington, and the Officers 

of the Americ6n Army. 

SIR, 

A BOUT ten days ago, I was informed that you were 
. . confulting with the farmers in the neighbourhood, 
and laying a plan for holding a market at he camp. This 
was to me, the moft pleafing news 1 had heard from camp 
for a long time. I fuppofed that you had now difcovered 
the true and proper way of providing comforts and refrefh. 
ments to your foldiers, which, pardon me, I think has hi. 
therto, in God's mon holy will, been hid from yourrycs. 
Laft week's news .. paper brought us the plan, in which I 
have been fo much difappointed, that I have taken pen in 
hand, to make a few remarks upon it, and fubmit them to 
your view. Reft affured that they come from a firm frienei 
to American liberty, who has felt the tyranny of general 
HO\\Te, and therefore holds hiln and his caure in detefiation. 
You are not to expeCt from a plain country raimer, high 
founding language, and well turned p11rafes-It is poffible 
I may be held in derifion for this, by fome of your learned 
generals; for I am tt)ld~ 3l (JU have fome who can write full 
as ,veIl as they can fight, perhaps better; be that Ilowe,\er 
as it may, I mean to write only of wl1at I think I uI1(ler­
ftand, and fhall make ufe of the plainefl. words pomble, 
that I Inay be un(lerfioocl. 



, mufi be~!!n h" fJ',-'ir~~, tllat if }~Otl are under any dif. 
ficulty in fl!ppJyi;lg y'cur army" either with the necetfaries 
or con\eeniencies ()f life .. it is \vholfy O\\-il1g to miflaken 
principles, or unfaithful condua in the m~nner of pro. 
curing them. You are ill tile midH of a pLntiful COUntry 
-You commr.nd it by your fword, e:~cept a fmall fpot in 
\\,hirh tlle ent!:ll\l is COIlfiJlt(l; allcl I nl0!t !leartily \villi 

J • 

YOtl \\!0111tl petl tllelll in cloftr thaI1 )You do.-Y?ou hav:! 
alfo the hear ts of the country; for let peopie talk as they 
pleafe of the 11t~lnber of tories, tile)1 are a]~ogether incon. 
fiderable to tIle friends of lib!:rt)r, in every· iiate in tl)is con .. 
tillent. '\~hen the Engli1h armi1 lea\~es any place, \\'e do 
not nee(l )iour arnlY to c:ollquer it for us. _J.\ll that were 
frie1.1ds to them, fljT \vitll them~ or 1kul~ into corners, 
trenlbling for tl1eir lives. Let llS confi(ler then 110W the 
Illatter ilar;ds-Your arnlY confiits, I 1ball fuppore at pre .. 
fent, of 20\000 men; for tll0Ugll it \vas cOllfiderably lar .. 
ger lately, j recl~on froln the 11l1ulber gone 110me on re. 
cruiting parties, and for ether reafons, tllat 111ay be . about 
or near the truth. Sllppofe it ho\vever 25.,000; if thefe 
\\lere difiribu~cd OIle ill every houie, for tI-le t\venty-five 
tll0ufand 110uies that are nearetr to tIle camp, they would 
Ilot reacll fo far eafi as the Delaware, nor fo far \veft as 
Lancafler; an(1 t!10ugh 110 provifio11S \vere brought into 
that fpace OIl their aCCO\l11t, tl1ey could be \vell ted, and . 
tlle burden ne\'t:r felt. Tllis fll0\VS that the \vhole diffi. 
Ctlli}' arilt's froIT) tIle nectfiity of procurillg a11(1 tranfport­
ing pro\lifioos to fuch a 11Ul11Ljer of 1T1en c(.)Iietl:ed together 
in Olle place, a difficulty \Vllich one \\iQuld tllillk might be 
eafily furmounted. It is not my intention at prefent, til 
inake rell'Jarks on tIle comillilTar)"s depart111ent for [up­
plying the capital ntccffaries, though I \vant 1l0t inclina. 
{ion. Sllffit:e it to fav, tllat for r~rrefl1tl1erlts alld fmaller 
necenaries, you are n~w making an attem pt towards the 
()llly ttrt~tu\.tl \\yajT, \riz. a· n1arl{et, or in otller worus, in­
,'iting people to britlg theln to :YOtl of their O\vl1 accord. 

Now, Sir, I ha\"e read and confidtred your phI), the 
chief part of which is ft:ltling the prices of a v.:.-iety of ar­
!icles, whith it i.) e}; ptCled will be expoitd to iale. Fix­
ing I,he price of commodities, has betn atttmpteJ. by law 
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~n feveral nates among us, and it has increafed the evil it 
\\"as meant to reme(J)r, as the fame pradice e\·er Ilas (~one 
fince the beginning of the world. Such laws, ... hen they 
only fay men fhall be punifhed if they fell at any higher 
prices than the legal, and ,that if any \vill not fell at there 
prices, their g-Jods lhall be taken by force, have .fome 
meaning in them, though little wifdom: but to publilh a 
Jill of fixed prices, as an ellcouragement to a weekly nlar .. 
ket, is a new flraill of j)olicy indeed. If people bring 
their goods to market, and are wining to fell them at there, 
or IO\\7er prices, is not that enough? and if they are not 
willing to fell, how 1hail they be made ,\~:l)ing to come? 
Probably you were told there were reafonable prices; now 
I {hall be glad to know what you call a reafonable price. 
If it be that which is proportioned to the demand on the 
one fide, alld the plenty or fcarcity of goods on the other, 
I agree to it; bllt 1 afJirln that this will fix of itfelf, b)' the 
content of the buyer and fe!!er, better than it can be done 
by any politician upon earth. If you m~an any thing elfe, 
it ftgll~5es nothing at all! whether it be reasollable or not; 
for if it is not agreeable, as well as reafonabh:, you might 
have one market day, but not a fecond.. There are forne 
things which are not the objeCt of human laws, and filch 
are all thofe that effentially depend for their fuccefs upon 
inward inclination. Laws, force, or any kind of limita­
tion, are fo far from having any tendency of t!~emfelves, 
to perfuade or incline, that they have generally the con­
trary effeCl:. It \\'ould be Inuch to the advantage of nlany 
lawgivers and other perfons :n allthority, if they would 
carefully cliflingu;fh bet\veen what is to be effeCted by force, 
and what by perfuafion, and never prepofieroufly mix 
there oppofite principles, and defeat the operation of both. 
Laws and authority compel; but it is re-a(on and intereLt 
that mull perfuadt:. 

The fixing of prices by authority, is not onty impolitic, 
as I have ulewll above, but it is in itfelf unreafonable and 
abfurd. l'llt:re are fo nlany different circumflances to be -taken in to conftitute equality or juHice in fuch matters, 
that they cannot be all attended to, or even afcertained~ 
The plenty of one kind of provifion, and fcarcity of ano-

VOL, 1\1. Z z 



ther-Th·· a>lenty in one corner of the country, anu fcar. 
city in anvther-the dittance of one place, and nearners 
of allotller-·rl~e changes of cirCtlmliallCtS ill tl!e COUTre 

of a few w::eks or days- Good or b.ld roads, Ot' good or 
ball \\·eather-Tile conlparatj~·<. qllllit)- of the goods­
TJlefe, and an hlln,Jrec) other circlimfl,lnces \,"hich can ne­
,ger be tore~een.. aaualI~l gO\9crn the prices of go{)(ls at 
market, and ought to gO\'enl them. If a 'price is jun to 
one \vho brings his goods fifteen Iniles, it is certainly tC<J 
much for one \vho brings them onl}·· one. If ten pence 
per pound is a jufi price for veoll at 1',etent, I am cc:rtain 
it DlUn Qe toe Illucll a mO!lth hence~ \\-hc:D veal ,,-iIi be 
mllch more plentiful. I f one fhilling and four pelice per 
pound is reafonable for a fat turkey ~ ought not I to have 
more fur a fatter, \\-hich is both better ill j~s quality and 
weigh,--being lighter to its bulk, becau!e fa! is llot to hea .. 
VjP as either lean tlefh or bt)lles. If it is reafonab1e to pay 
IDe one Jhilli.lg ller POUtl!} for all}? me3t in a good day, I 
fIlal} expea Dlore if I f!o out in a florm; if not, I \';ill 
itay at home on a bad day, and ffi) you muil l1arve one 
\\geek, and paolper the 11ext. 

All tl1efc circuolftances \-OU mun allo\~ to reftrain and 
limit OIle another. He \vho is neaTefi, and has goods in 
plent~·, \vil! by felling cheap, moderate the demands of 
hinl \\'ho comes far. If ~~~U pa}~ ver~~ dear for anJ" art!cle 
one (la~·, tlie ne\\"s of tllat fpre~dillg abrold, brillgs in Ilro­
digious qualltities, all(l the price falls, and fo it haJ)pens in 
every other cafe. rrhus it appears that it is out of your 
po\vtr to tell \\-llat is a rea:olJable price, and by at~empt­
ing to do it, YOll not only refufe to gratif} the expeaa~ 
tions of the people~ b~t you treat them with unjufiice. 

I have one more remark to make upon this fubjeti; 
that to fix the prices of govi.ls, efpecially provifions in a 
nlarket, is as i i11 praCtical1!e as it is unreafonable. The 
\rhc1e p.:!rions concerned, bu}'ers and leIlers, will ufe eve­
ry art LO ddeat it, and will certail1ly fucceed.- -..... 
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i\DDRESS 

TO 

G ENE R A L '\7 ASH I N G l' 0 N. 

T HE Prefident and Faculty of the College of New' 
Jerfey, beg lea\e to embrace this opportunity of 

~on~ratulating your Excellency on the prefent happy and 
promifin~ nate of public affairs; and of fincerely wifhing 
you flrofperity and fuccefs in tIle enfuing campaign, an(l 
in \Vllat (llay )ret reillaill of tIle illlpartant confliCt in \vhich 
tIle Ullited States are engaged, 

As this College .. devoted to the interefis of religion and 
learning, \\'as among the firfi places of America, that [uf­
fere(} frolu the ravages of the enenl)9-fo, happily, this 
place a!ld neighbourl10ocl \\~as the fcene of one of the mofi: 
important and feafonable cllecks \,·11;ch they received in 
the;i progreis. The fllrprife of tlle Heffians at Trenton, 
and the fubfequent viCtory at Princeton. redounded much 
to tIle honor of tl1e comnlander who planned, and the 
hanllful of trool)S \\,hich executen the meafures; yet 
\vere they even of greater rnOiilent to the caufe of Arne .. 
rica, than they were briUiant as pc:rticular military ex­
ploits, 

\\7·e contemplate ancI adore the \vifdom and goodnefs of 
divint! Providence, as difplayed in favor of the United 
States\itl!11anyinfianc~s during the courfe oft!le '\var; butin 
none more t11an in the unanimousappoil1tmentof your Ex~ 
cellency to the command. of the army. \Vhen we confider 



Address, (s'&. 

the continuance of your life and health-the difcemment. 
prud~nct:, fortitude and patience of your conduCt, by 
\\"hich )·ou 11ave not only fdcrificcd, as others have don.) 
ptrfoni,l eafe and property, but irtquelltIy e,'en rt:putalion 
itl~lf, ill the public cauie, chufing rather to rifque }'our 
O"~n naille tllan ex poli: tIle nakedlle!S of }"our countl)"-­
,vl1ell \Vc COJlfiller tile great and grow'illg attachment ot the 
arnl}?, an(l the (~ordial ~fieenl of all ranks of mell~ .nd of 
evt::ry 1late itl the Union, \\tllich you 11a\'e fo iOllg enjQ}"ed 
-\re cannot llelp lking of OpilllOO, t}1at God hinlfelf has 
raifecl }fOU up as a fit and proper inllrument for efi~bliih. 
ing and fecur:ng the 11berty and happinels of theft: States. 

'Ve pray t!lat the .L-\)lni~ht}J may COlltinue to protefi 
and blefs you-that the late fignal fucce!s of tIle Anleri. 
can arms, ma.y pave the way to a fpeedy and lailing 
peace; and that, lla,ling furviv~d [0 much fatigue, and fo 
m.any dangers, }fOU may elljO)· marlY years of honorable 
repofe in the bofom of your grateful country. 

JOHN \VITHERSPOON. 
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Memorial and .1lfar/'ifel~to 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

OF 

lV 0 R T H - .If .AV E RIC A, 

To tk M~Jiating Po'f»trs in the Con.fnt!nt~s for Pt!n(~ .. 
to th~ o:~r PiYCJ~n in Euro~.. ana m g~ral to all 
who shtJI1 stC the S,lnJt_ 

p - ..... -.-

T HE United States of North-Americ~ having been 
made acquainted, by their illutlrious ally the!;. king 

of r'rallce~ that there is a propofal tor holding a congrefs 
ullder the mediation of the cDlprels of Rl!ffia atld the:: enl· 
peror of Germany, to treat of terms of acromn.odarion 
wit~l Great.Britain have thought proper to plIbJifh, for 
the inforlnation of all coorertled, toe follo\\·in~ nlc:nlorial, 
\vhicn filall cOlltaill a t'rit!f detaii of the fit; IlS by' \\-hich 
they have been brought into their prefcnt interdling and 
critit:al fitllation. 

The United States (I~rmerly Britifil colonies) wt're 
tirf\: planted and fettled l)Y emigrants from that CouBt~r. 
'fhefe fetders came out a' diiferent times, and with d;iftr .. 
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ent views. Scrree were aCtuated by the fpirit of curiofity 
and enterprife, which .. ~,~s fo prevalent in Europe in the 
fixteenth and feventeenth cehturies; fome were chiefly 
inducecl by the hope of riches; and fOti.e \VfTe dri,'en from 
their native country by the iron rod of facerdol~! tyranny. 
They folicited their charters, and fettleci their govern. 
ments on diffc::rent principles, fuch as bell pleafed thofe 
\vho \vere chiefly cOllcerl1ed ill t:!Bch undertaking. In one 
thillg, ho\ve\7er, the}7 all agreed, that they cOllfidered them. 
{elves as bringing tlleir 1!berty v"itll them, anti as entitled 
to ail the rigllts alld privileges of freemell under the Bri. 
tith con fiitution. 

Purfuant to there fentiments, 1~hey looked upon it as the 
foundation {lone of Britifh libert ", that the freehol(iers or 

.' 
proprietors of the foil, fhould 11a~ve the exclufive right of 
granting money for public ufes, and therefore invariably 
proceedecl llpon tllis plan,. 'Vitll refpeCt, incleed, to the 
\\Thole of their internal gO\lernn1en t, they confidered them. 
felves 3!-l not direCtly ful)jeC\: to th~~ Brltifll parliarrlent, but 
as {~pcirate independe1lt dominions under the fame fove­
reign, and \vith fimilar co.ordinate j'-urifdiClion. It appears 
frOI11 fc:;\~eral events, that h~i ppened~ in the ccurfe of their 
hifior}1, a11d fr.onl public aCts of fOlll'~ of their governn1ents, 
tllat this \\'as their opinion nlany }~(:ars llefore the late UIl· 

jufi: claims and oppreffive aCts, which gave birth to the 
bloody conflict not yet fil1ifi1ed. 

Froln the firn: fettlement of tile c\~lonies, they willing .. 
ly fubnlitted to Britaill 's enjoying ,all exclllfive right to 
their COIDrllerce; thoug}l feveral of the acts of the Britifh 
parliament UpOll tllisful1jeCt, tIley al'~va}~s looked upon as 
partial antI unjuil:. SOllle of tllefe ar'pear, at firll vie\v, to 
be fuch badges of fervttude, that it is furprifing that a free 
peoille fhould e'ver have been patient llnder them. The 
trutll is, tiley \vould not probably hav\:~ been fllbmitted to, 
but tllat the rigid execution of them at: tllis diftance \\'as 
in its nature impoffible. 

It was always the opinion of the inhabitants of there 
flates, tllat the benefits which arore t(~ Britain from the 
~xcllifive commerce of AtTlerica, and the taxes \vhich ~t 
enabltd her to raife on her own fubjecJ.s, was more than 
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their proportion of the common treafure nccefiary to the 
defellce of the empire. At t!le fame tinle, great ~tS it \\~as, 
the lofs to thenl, by being cOllfined in tileir tralle, \vas 
greater than the benefit to her; as' it obliged them to pur .. 
chafe any thing they had occafion for from her, and at her 
own price, which neceffarily retarded their growth and 
improvement. All this notwithlhmding~ when any ex­
traordini!ry emergency reemed to render it neceffary, and 
when application was regularly made to the alfemblies of 
the colonits, they cOID})iied in ever}' inftance \vit}l the re· 
quifitions, and nlade advances of rums which, in ('fie or 
t\VO inllances, Britain il:!rfclf conficlered as abo\'e their 
abiE:y, and therefore made ret1itution or compenfation for 
thenl. 

1'he true reafon of this long and patient acquiefcence, 
was the Ilatural and warnl attacllment \\9hicI1 the inhabi. 
tants of America had to Great-Britain, as th~ir parent 
country. They gloried ill their relation to her; they 
\vere zealous for her honor and inttref!: imbibed her prill .. 
cil)les and prejudices \vith refpeCl to other nations; en. 
tered into her quarrels, and were profufe of their blood for 
the purpofe of fecuring or extending her dominion. Al­
moil e\?ery city and county in Great Britain hacl its coun­
ter l)art, \vhich bore its natne in the ne\\' \vorld; and tllofe 
\vhofe progenitors for tllree generations had been l)orn in 
America, \Vllen they [poke of going to Britain, called it 
going home. 

Silerl \~/as tIle nate ()f tllings, \\,11ell [orne un;\:-ife COlln· 
fe110rs to the Britifh king, thought of raifing a revenue 
without the confent of the American legiflatures, to be 
r.;arried direCtly to the .Englifh treafury, The firfi: effay 
on this fubjeCt was tnt! famous ftamp aCt, of which \\'e 
il1all at prefent fay nothing, but that the Ulll\'el fal fer .. 
ment raiied on occafil)n of it was a clear proof of ttle juil­
nets and truth of the PJocceding reprefent~tion. So odious 
was it over the w hole country, and fo dangerous to thore 
who ntten1pted to carry it into execution, t.hClL in a tllort 
time it was repealed by themfeh.cs. Parliament, howe .. 
ver, by their declaratory aCt, which pafTed in the fame fd~ 
110n ihewed that they intendtd to maintain the rig!lt, 
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though they defined in this infiance from the exerciJe ofit 
The Americar.s, olgerjoyed at the immediate deliverance' 
returned to their affeCtion and attachment, hoping that th~ 
claim would again become dormalli and tllat no occafion 
would be given for the future difcufiion of it. 

,But it was not long before the Englifh minifiry propo. 
fed and carriell all aCt of parliametlt, impofing duties on 
tea, g13f5, &c. which by the fmallnefs of the:duties them­
felves, and feveral other circumflances, was plainly de­
figned to fteal upon us gradually, and if poffible imper. 
ceptibly, the exercife of their pretended right. It was 
not, however, ill their po\ver to ll}ind th.e colonies, \\~ho 
rofe up againft the execution of ,his act, with a zeal pro­
portioned to the importance of the (ubjeCt, and with an 
unanilnity not to be expeCted but \vhere a great Hncl com. 
mon danger keeps evelJf CallIe of jealoufy and difTention 
out of vie\v~ Not only every colany, by its reprerenta. 
tive bod}-, but every" county, and almoll every corpora. 
tion or other fubordinate divifion, publii:ly deC)4red that 
they \\?ould defend their liberty at the rifk of their efiates 
and li\?es. III the mean whlle the Englifh gO\7ernn1ent 
profeffed a determination equally firm to enforce the ex .. 
ecution of ~his ae bjY military power, and bring us to un. 
conditional fubmiffion, 

Thus did the rupture take place; and as to the jufiice 
of our caufe, we muft fay, that if any impartial rerfons 
\viII read th~ declaratory aCt, that the lords and common~ 
of Great.Britain in parliament, haVe a right to make la\\·s 
binding upon the culonies in all C{UiCS 'It!hatsONJcr, and 
\\lhlCh \vas no\v producing its proper fruit, he Intlfi be con. 
vinced tl1at had \\'C fubmitted to it, \ve fhould have been 
in no rerpett different from a fet of conquered, tributary 
fiates, fubject to a foreign country; anti the colol1ial af. 
femblies \vould have become both llfelefs allC} conteillpti­
ble. The \vriting~: in England UpOll tllis fubjeCl:, I)roving 
that \ve \vere reprefetlted in Midd/es:~x, al.d Ufillg n"tallY 
other equally forcible arguments, ~i'':' and will remain a 
difgrace to rearon, as \vell as an infult on Alnerican un· 
derflamling. 



oj [be [illit:d States. 

At this perioll of time not only the people of En~1and 
~n general, but tile king of England in hlS fptCches, and 
ills par!iail1cllt in tht.:ir atldrtifes, afl~aed to rt: !)re1ent the 
cOlllmotions iti ... \merica as raiitll by a f~\v feditions l~er. 
10:1S, and the con1~quence of a pre. concerted fCheme to 
thro\v ofr' the ,'loi11iit!OI1 of Great-Britain, allc.i fet l11) an 
i11JepellCle!lt eml)i~e. 'I'j1is llnjuIl alld indee(l abfurd ac­
CUiatitl!l Ill:!} t~e r~futed b)" a thoufalld arhtllnellts. 'fhe 
jtro:l~ l)rt:~ileaion of tIle ptoplt! of Alneric. fl)T the peo. 
})1\!, til£: fafiliollS, alld tile go\·ernnlellt of Britain, proves 
its f'Jlfhoo(l. 'rh~re \\'as 110 perron, nor allY 1111nlber of 
)>erfOl)S iTI an)~ nate of America, \\·ho 11ad fuch influence 
~lS to be at)le to tii~a this, or e\·en vie\v it as a probable 
object ()f anll)ltioll. But \\J·hat "mutt demOllfirate the ab .. 
fur(lity of t11is fuppofition, is the ftate in which America 
\vas found \\,ilen file t)t;~~a!l to grapple \\rith the pO'''Jer of 
Britain. No Hep had been taken to open the '~dy for ob­
taining fo;·eigll aiJ. Nf) provifioll hall been mlclc: of arITIS, 
ammUl1itioG, or ,~"arlil~e ilores of any kind; fo that the 

J 

COulltr}~ feemetl to be expoie(l, naked and helplefs: to the 
dominio!l of her enenl\~. 

Agreeably to this, · addre!Tcs and petitions we:~ the 
n1eall~ to \ri1ich \\<te 11ad recollrJe. Recol1ciliation to Bri­
talil, \\-itll tht! fecurity· a~1(J })reicr\·ation of our ri~hts, \'·as 
the w:fh .of every Ioul. ~rhe mort explicit proidlions of 
lo~·a)t}- to tile prince, ant1 tlie nloll expref~ afTurances of 
et1eal~~l f\~1)i)0rt i!l 11is g')VernlneI1t, if \re \vere called on 
il1 a COri:: i iutiorlal \ra~~" lllc!(ie tile fubfiance of OlJr decla­
r~ti0n5. .r.v~r)" rll~ct:{;Ji!1g l)c:tition, ho\\·e\rer, \\'as treat­
er} \vii:! nt\\· ail(l greater il1tlllt, 811d \vas anf\\"ered by 
ai:!S of r)ar~ialn~nt, \Vil~~:l for t~leir cruelty \viII be a flain 
u~()n t~le (\illl~ls of :he killg(lol11, alltl brin~ the character 
of tlie natioll i~r~lt' ii1:0 ili::. f f,1ce. 

'-' 

SitlpJ~~ a(ts of il)I.l.inlar.lt.y tllay be accc'.lnted for frarn 
~J'e \.!~rr,l\~it}~ of all i~,(!iv~(luJi; but \Vllat filall \\"e fa}' of 
~ra.v~ ar1tl r:~ln)l rOt!S afleil10lies, enacti11g fuel1 la\\'s as the 
B:.'!lon p8rt b!li, \vhicl1 reduced at once fa many people to. 
ile~gar}p, "~11(1 t;le i r proi)erty itftlf to nothiIlg- tIle aCt 
pernl!t~itl~ tb0fe charge(l \vitll n1ur(!ering Alnerica:1S, to 
b~ tent to Ef:.~)'lan\.l to be triell, that is to f3l', either not to 

~ -
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be tried at a11, or certainiy abfolved-the aC\ appointing 
Americans taken at fe~ to be turned before the man in 
Englifh fhips.. and obliged either to kill their own rela­
tions, or be killed by them and the aft appointing Ame­
rican prifoners to be fent to the Ean.indies as naves. 
But \\'hat is of all mof} .fiollifbing is, that they never 
failed to extol tht-ir own lenity, when paRing ruch aas as 
filled this whole continent "lith refentmel1t arad horror. 
To crown the whole, the laft petition fent by cvngrefs to 
the king, which befecched him to appoint some mock by 
.bieb our complaints might ~ remedied, and a way be 
paved for reconciliation, was tn:ated with abfolute con­
tempt, and no anfwel' given to it of a~y kind. Thus was 
aU intercourfe bro~n up. . t'le were declared rebels; ~nd 
they themfeh-es mufi confers, that no alternative was left 
us, but either to go with ropes about our necks, and fuh­
mit ourfelves, not to the king. but to the kingdom of En. 
gland. to be trampled under tOet, or rifk all the conre. 
quences of open and vigorous refiftance.. 

The latl part of the alternative we chore without hefita~ 
tion ~ and as it was impoftible to pref~rve civil order any 
longer under thf' name :.00 form of a govemOlent \vhich 
we had taken arms to oppofe, we fOtllld it abfoll!tely nee 
edTary to deciare ourfelves independent of that prince who 
had thrown u; out of his proteCtion. This great Rep was 
taken with the full approbation, and indeed at the ardent 
defire of the public at large. The extent and growth of 
the colonies feemed, in the nature of things, to call for 
luch a feparation long before; yet it would not probably 
have happened for many years, if it had not been forced 
upon us by the condutl of our unkind parent he!fel£­
The thing indeed feems to have been the purpofe of God 
Almighty; for every meafure of the court of Great-Bri. 
tain had the mon direCt tendency to haften, and render it 
unavoidable. 

\\7 e mufi take notice, that before the declaration of in­
dependence, there was fomething like an attempt to re. 
concile os, commonly called lord North's conciliatory 
motion; bu.t it was {o trilling in its nature, and in1idiou~ 
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in its (orm, that probably no rueeers was expeCled from 
it, even by thofe who contrived it.. Who does net per. 
ceive in it an artful attempt to divide us? and that while 
every thing elfe is left in the greaten uncert!Linty, the 
Dlain point for which lye contended is clearly decided 
againfi us? 

After the declaration of independence, lor(1 and general 
Howe brought out a c:ommiJIion for gitJing ptuct to Ame .. 
,.;,a. But as they had not liberty 10 much as to acknow­
ledge us by an open treaty, fo the fubfianee of what they 
offered was pardon upon fubmifIion ; that the parliament 
would revife the aas they had paffed, and if any of them 
were found improper, they would amend them: whith, in 
one word, amounted to this, that they would do for us 
what they thtmst["es thought good. Thefe offers, howe­
ver, poor as they were, came too late. So important a 
ftep as the declaration of independence, could not be re­
called; and the formidable armament fent out againft us 
in the year 1776, rendered it more nece[ary than e,·er. 

We are forry to be obliged to take notice of the manner 
()f conduaing the war. It would be for tIle honor of hu­
manity, that it could be buried in oblivion. Many were 
the infiances of perf OilS, after they had fubmitted and 
begged mercy on their knees, being murdered in cold 
blood. The treatment of prifoners was from the begin­
ning, and Ilas continued through the war, ~'jth fome ex­
ceptions, favage and barbarous to the lail degree. Multi­
tudes, before any exchange took place, died by famine 
and Rench. Many were, by threatening and ill ufage~ con. 
ftrained to enlin in their enemy's fervice ; . and many were 
forced· on board their 1hi ps of ,var ~ or lent to Britain to 
rot in prifoR, at a difiance from their friends. without 
bope of relief. It is not eafy to. enumerate the houfcs and 
even towns which have been wantonly burnt, or to (Ie. 
{cribe the devaLlation of the country, and robbery of the 
inhabitants, wherever the army pafTed. To this may be 
added, hiring the favages to eome uiXlD the back fettle­
ments~ There is the gtea.ter fbal'ge in this expedient, 
that they are Ilot formidable either for their number o~ 
their valor, but for the {hocking manner in which they 
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tc~:~-.!~e their pri:(ln~rs, at~\1 n\t_i!"tier \~orr.en and inf:~:~ 
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that Cl,"il "'"':'TS are cJrrlctl 011 C(l111!"!l0!11:" \"i:h a TJnc~::! 
~~~~! 3:1~ll'lO!i!\· r-C\lttr thi!l ~l~ott- b-~:\\"~:."n irlt1!p'~!ld~-nt Jl1. .. . 
tions~ bUi h," the ~~prtbl'11S of harre,,! an~J cO:lte111~t \"h:~h 
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h~\·e IJt~cn ll!i,1 \\'~~h lefrett to th~ .:\n1t'r:c~!lS .. b)" ~111~o~1 
e'~eT\ ji~..1~ef a11,1 \\~ritt:r in EI1~J~n(1. '\-~fl.t efr...:tl coulJ . . .. 
{uch langulge n,n-e en the m:nds vf t:-:e il1fd!ery. but t:J 
il~~ 1 ti1ctn ;l~ailltl ali iln!~r~ffi0ns of P!!Y ~!t1,1 tellJer:lcfs, 
as ,\'c find \\',\S rt:Jl1)" t~~ c~:f~, till t!!e~; \\"tr~ r~t!~!nt\l ill 
f(~ill~ llt~et:, i')- the J~ar of r~i.ali;ltion Ui~Oll ,I~eir P:':0i1!~ 
ill Ollr h;, Ilds. 

~\t 1,\11, alter fOllr ,'ears of ·~~1. antl n~3r t\\"O ,"ears of . . .. 
profdlt:t1 J.!lll d~ci3r~d ind~p"..:ndfnce~ it p~eafed God to 
jn~~iile tl1c heat-t of the ki'l\.! of France to gi\-e reiit:1 tQ - , ~ 

the opprdrcd~ by tntering into a treaty with the U uited 
States" on tIle ffi{)fi l!benl antI llifinterefied rrinciples~ 
No eXClllfi\Jte privileges are there riip~l':lt~~l for the: f~r(nch 
noit;on. but the lc:cure~ (\pen and {qn~~J intercourfe to 
,\')lich a;l .)th~r nations are in\1tjtt~l.. rJ"'n:s 3ckllC\'''ieJg­
rnent and fUpp3rt f:OID on~ of the moil ptl\\'er!~ll n10-
narchs in Europe, it n)~y eafily he fuppvfc:d gave a new 
turn to our ail~lirs, allu a ne~v di~l::!y to Ollr c~ufe. l'he 
terlllS of this tr(at'~, fo fa,"orabJe to i..JS't ~tS \\"ell as honora-

~ 

bIe: to o~r all}·, ca~cot faii to a~:l the 1'011() of ~ratitIH.Je to 
that of jufrice, a)ld 111~ke o~.r 4(~11ertnCe to it Ill\7iolablc. 

Kat long after this tre',i}, was fign~d, i!;e court and 
par!iaillent of Grelt-Britcl!ll tel1t out comn1ifilo!1ers :0 
make an ClOer of rerlllS~ \,·hicfl \ve rea(iiI\- COil!efs \\'ere 

J 

not onl}" as gooJ, but better, t!lan \\'Jl~t tllree }pe~\rs before 
\~ .. oul(l ha\:e been cll~artllll~" acct"ptt(i. Bllt the groulld 
',·as no\\~ ""holiv CI)aI1~e(). ,,\7e \.\·"~re alTered ireecionl 
from taxt's~ an~1 e\"CIl:l fpeci~~ of indc:peHd~nce it!~lt~ 
upon th~ ~(;S)' t~rniS of l)reakil1g Olir t,\itll Jo late1)" J)ledg­
ed, and uilltin),! our terce \\;itll that of Gre:1t Brit,.iiIl ; 

anti hoth \\"()\~Jli dot!bt!~fs Il:l,-e heel! jll)ll,tlll~lrcl\· elll-

ployed in t4king Vt;n3e~nce on l: rath:e for the affifilllc~ 
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file 11~(1 ~ent to 11S ill OllT (lifirer~. \. et e'·~!1 here, t! .. ~ 
\\" 1101 ~ \\".l S tot)C f u I )j~ (t t II t f 1 e r t: \ -i Ii 0 n 0 f par 1 ! J ~l: ~! 1 ~; t ~~ ..!t 
is to tay, any p .. lft of the :!~re~:\11~'I1t tllib!~~ ~-:: :tt~l)ro~;c"l )f 

.. 0.' , ..... , t· 1 ~'1"'1 {} '1" 
r~JfL~~~! as to talC \\1'11(.JOl11 0 tl}~~t 31h':111l)}- 10~ h.; ~,,'em n".e~t. 

Theft: lall propofals from Great-Britain. d:.:ftn·~ yery 
partiCtlt!r Ilotice. 'l"!~e~" are ~ cleJr tlercliaic~l of the [1 ~ 
£~.uf~ of quarreL and an ample confeffion tl~:lt the de. 
lllat1tlS of .~n'~rlca "."ere jufi; \~·hilc tl1c tirnc all(~ c:rcuol-
11ances of their b~illg n1a~le, fil~\V tlllt the}' coul(l lILt l~~ 
acct:pte(l \vith aJl}~ reg~rd ei~h~r to j:1frice, grltitlhJe\ or 
1101ic)-.. l:Otlld \\-l! be ~!.lilt)? of a (lirett 1~r~~~!1 of faitlJ, 
\rIleIl the iIlk \';as l~~rdl\'" (lrv" b\~ \,-11icl1 our r~tificatio~l (:f . . ~ 

the trelt~' ,\~as markecl? COlll(} \':e illfiall:l}~ forget tl~o!;.! 
i~i\'CrS \\'11!~'11 h:!:111een fo earlletl1}' foJicitccl, ~~:; \·.-(;~l as 
generoufl}~ beftO\\'el}? COI1!(1 ,~~e, \V)10 11ad not entereJ 
into a le:1gue otlenfi\'e and de!'cnfire with France, excep: 
for tIle nrefent flru;!~l~ ill Ol!r o\\-n behalt~ b~c~~!~ \re 

~ ~', 

JiJ not \\'ifll to lle iIl\To]\re(1 111 the ;vars of Euro;;c, t1~r~'.:-
ourlc!\·es into the arms of ~ll 110fiile Ilatian, allu promife 
to m3ke peace or '''IT \\~itll her, againfi our bel1efaEtors ? 

Upon tIle \vhole. fince the American coloi1ies \,'"ere,; 
from their extcl1t 3Ilil filuation, ripe for a feparation from 
Great .. Britain, and tIle nature oftl1ings feelned to demand 
it; fi:lce tlleir gro\ving pO\\l"er, aclde(l to tllat of Great­
Britaill, \\"ould give her fucll a dominioIl of tIle iea, as 
lnutl be dangerous to tile liberty and commerce of other 
natiollS; fi11ce, by 11er o\vn aCts of oPI)reffioll, file has 
alienated the mi'1~ls of tIle Americalls, and compelled 
thenl to eflablifll illdependent gO\Ternments, lvl1ich have 
110\V taken place; and fiilce tl1efe governl11cnts, \vhich 
are dillintl: though confederated, wholly fettled upon re­
])ul1jicaIl priIlciples all(l fit only for agricl11ture al1d conl­
merce, cannot be an object of jealou(y to other powers, 
but by free allu open intercQurfe \vitll t11eln a general be­
II e fi t to all; it is to be h 0 1)C t' .. hat tIl e re \7 0 III tiD 11 \\' hie h 
they have effeHed, will meet with univerfal aFprobation. 
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Pbiladtlphia, &pttmHr 3, Ijj8. 

DEAR SIll, 

~ YOUR very acceptable l:!tter of the 21ft of ~rarch, 
I re~eived about the Dliddle of June, and would 

have anfwercd it long ago, if there had been any encou­
raging profpeCl: of conveying it fafely. As to writing you 
a mort letter that mufi have gone open through the (ne· 
my's pons, I did not think it worth while. I have how­
ever now COtlle to a re4oltltion (~f writing you prctt.y full}", 
and trying to convey it by France or Holland; and if it 
fhould tall Into their hands, and "never get to your's, there 
will be no other lofs than my time in writing; for 3S to 
any other coniequences, either t~ the public or to myfelf, 
I have not tIle Jeaft apprehenfiof.t. 

1'" our let~er came to me feal(~d, and apparently never 
opened, tn a Jncket from the Britifh commiffioners, which 
arrived at York-town while the congrefs was fc::tting; and 
confequently it, as well as one from Mr. F t was de,. 
livered to me in prefence of the whole members. As 



3;6 0,1 :ht COntest bttween 

h - ., r.' h hI· f'" • t e lanle p:\c~~et, O!: .!~!~S t e pll Ie, me :.age, contaIned 
fOllle pri\"atc: )t:tttr3 al!drcn~t! to particular 1l1etnbers, fOl11e 

of t=lem from governor }J]milollc, one of the cornmiffion­
ers. a propot:\l was made by a member, W:lO read public­
ly one rccei\-c:\! b}- Ilimf~If~ tlliit e\·er}' gentl •. ~nlall \\'ho flat! 
reel"i,-ed priclte letters from any perron with tile enemy, 
1l1culJ (J~li\ler thenl to cOI1gre!s~ th~lt they flligl.lt ~ read. 
1'i1is \\'c:!h.l11J\-e been 3ttcndeci \vith no (liiEcult)! as to nle; 
e:-:c:pt t!.>me family ~fl:lirs in :\!r. F '5 ktter "cry im. 
11f{\ilCr to be J)ubiicl)· read, an{} foole exprefl.ions ill 11is let. 
ter a. l!t:!~ offei1fi\--t! fpeaking llf congrefs. Ho\\·e\:-er, it ,vas 
not done at that tim~; alld afterwards, in 4 diet at many 
(l~}'s Jitlallce, e\'ery melllbt!f \\'"110 had recei'vec.l an)' fuch 
l~tters~ \~"as calle(llll)OI\ tt1 reall frolll tllenl \v'11at relatec.i to 

b' .. i"r'. ... 1.... I ! p!l ~iC a.i~lr~, \\":.lC 1 \\-;\S lIOllt!. 

I all1 a:ld h2.\~e been greatl}- !.:oncerl1etl, as j10U feenl to 
b\!~ for tl:e cOl1tt·fl bet\Veell Gr~at .. Britail1 arlll An1ertCa; 
2:~~! ~~r:ailll~", from n1~~ o\vn irit~rtfl, lla\'e t)y far tIle· 
gre~teft re~ioll of the t\\"O; anti as I fllppof~~ it \vi!l be 
4;re~::.l)Ie to ~"~~~l, fh:ll1 olake a t~\v obfer\'·atior:~s\ I. u})on 
t:l~ pt:~}!ic C,1:'lfe, ,ll~~l ~. Oil III ~l 0\\:11 conclutl, \v!licll I 
t~'l·~t.r!bp.d from many di:!er~nt quarters, to be highly 
b:a!11eJ III 111'- l1ati\'e C(lllntr\7. . -

_'\..:; to ~hc pi.~blic cluf~\ I look up6ln the kvaration of 
.~llleri(\l. frl'lnl Britaill to l1e th.e \!ifl~)lt! illtentioll of Provi. 
dence; alll~ lx'Iic\~~ tllat ill tile if1ue it· -ill be to the benefit 
of tll!S ~v,!~1~r}r~ \\·ithout ar.}~ injury- to tIle otller--perI1lps 
to t:l~ a{I\·~~.lltage of bo~il. It f~ellls to n1e tIle intention 

'"-
cf I)ro\'ji.i\.!11Cc for Jnall\' reaiolls, which I ca llnot 110\\" ... . . 

ell~1!11eratc" l1Ut ill a I)articular Illal1ner for tIle fo]Io\vin~­
t.i)at I callIlot recol!~tt an~y' illilallce in 11ifiory, ill whic!1 
a perfml or people han! to tctally and uniiormly Inifiaken 
the Ille~I1S for :ltt:lil1irlg t!leir 0\\·11 ends, as the king and 
l~lrlianler~l of Bri~aill ha\~e ill tIllS contell. I do ferio\lfly 
~ll\.i potiti\"dy aiiirn~ to ~'ou, my dear fit\ that it is my opini. 
Oll,~!llt CO!1~reiS i~!~lf, ifthev ill(ll)t!ell todircatlle itl1eafure5 
., -

() f t!: l! 13 r i ~ i tIl III i I ~ i f1 r y" co tIl (I not 0 r \V 0 u I (1 110 t 11 a \" e d i-
T~t1e~i tilCfll to m~afurts 10 tfletlual to fOf\var(l (\.n(1 et1a­
bJifh the indepcnJcnce or~\.merica, as thLfe which they chofe 
of tht:ir cwn accord. l'bey have had a mitlaken opinioll 
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of the nate (If things in America, from I.Le beginning to 
this hour, and have founded their whole concilla: upon 
their mifiakes. They fuppofed fometimes, that the peo. 
pIe cll\merica in general were feditious and faCl:ious-=­
defirous of a feparation froln Great-Britain, ant) that their 
conduct on occafion of tile ftamp .. aCl: was the effeCt of this 
difpofiticn. ~~thil1g CQulcl be more untrue. I am a' wit. 
nefs that the peol)le of tllis cO'Jntr}' ilad an efieem of, and· 
attachment to the people of Great.Britain, exceedingly 
flrong. They \vere prolld of them, and of their own de­
fcent from them. BritHh fafhions, B!"itHh goods, and 
even BritiOJ perf OilS, ~ere io. tl1e hlgh~fi efieem. A per­
fon educated in the old countries had a degree of rank a11d 
credit from that circurnfiance, independ~nt of ever}' othtr. 
1 t11illk tiley \vere e\'en partial in rl,is refpeCt. I believe, 
had I myfelf beel1 born and educat-ec .. in AOlerica, I fhOtlld 
have Illet with a (legree of acceptance and fuccefs in my 
Ration, far inferior to \\,hat aCtually happened. ,\Tl1en A~i 
American [poke of going to Ellgland, he al\\~ays called it 
going honle; and wherever you are ill t11is country, }~OU 
meet with almofl nothillg but COuI1ties, to'\vnfllips and 
houfes, called by Englifrj tlames. I live at Princeton in 
l\1iddlefex comity; and on the oppofite fide of the fireet 
is :Sotnerfet county, anc! indeed I t)elieve all tIle counties 
in New-Jerfey, are called by Englifh names. 

Froln this I deiire tl1at you Il1ay infer, that tIle oppofi­
tion made to the claims of parliafhent, arore from a deep 
anii univerfal convictioll in ~he people} that they \vere in­
confillellt ,vith their own fecurit}T and peace. In tl1is I am 
fati~;fied that they judged right; for had the claim fet up 
been acquiefc.ed in, the provincial afi~mblies would hav~ 
become contemptibl(;'.and urelers, and the whole c01onip.s 
no better than a parcel of tributary frates, which, placed 
at fo great a difiance, would have been, from error, igno. 
ranee arYJ felf-interefi, loaded in the mea infupportable 
man,ner. 

Anotller mifl:ake, into \\·11ich the minifiry and parlia­
menlt of Englancl fell, \vas that this \vas a deep.laici [cherne 
of a few artful and defigning men, who £lirred up the 
multlitude for their Q\vn ends; that tIle fentimerlts in fa 

Vote IV. 3 B 
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vor of America, were by no means general; but that the 
artful leaders impofed upon them. This I have feen af. 
ferted from the beginlling to the end of the quarrel; and 
to complete the abfurdity, the very commiffioners now 
here from Britain, c\Jntinue to reafon in the fame man. 
ner-impeach the congrefs with ambitious and defigning 
views, and feem difpofed to appeal to the people. Alas! 
they know nothing of the matter. The congrefs is a 
changeable body: members are going from it, and com· 
ing to it every monu~, nay every week. -- -

- -- --
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T usculum, near PrincetDTl, Mar,h ~O, 178 •• 

DEAR SIR) 

I HA \TE received a letter from you, dated June II,' 
17,3, a few days after I had written to you a long 

letter of the date September 21, that year. The.defign of 
it was to defire me to enquire after, and endea\lor to pro-
.cure the enlargement of one Alexander Muirhead, fuppa. 
fed to be carried into Bollon, I immediately wrote to 
B!>fton myfelf, and caufed one of the delegates of thatllate 
alfo to write; but we could hear nothing of him, 10 that 
prvbably he was not carried into tha~ pI,ace. 

Yoar favor of March 19, 1779, ackn'owledging the re· 
ceipt of mine of the 1 I fi of September preceding, Ire. 
ceived in the nlonth of Augufi laft year. I . .am to blame 
in not anfwering it fooner; but I had no inclination to 
fend an open letter through the EngIifh ponst and any 
proper opportunity of fending it another way feldom oc­
curs. 1'11is goes by a gentleman who means to get to 
Europ~ upon bufinef~, and ha~ promifed to take p~icular 
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care of it; r~ t~!! I n'~~!1 to el11!lrJCe t:"e 0rportunit\· of 
\\,rtttn:! t~ YC':l and tome (':~~!" C'f m~' fr:Cnl;S. f am 
O"'\~..,~"l ·0 ~.,,-, ."".,. \.~" .. f'\ 1 .. ,;.", .. 11" r .. ;··""l· .... ' .. "n)~ n \"s at t ' it.,-.,. \ ." v" ."," . \.-.... .' ~ .. ,\... ....... .~., ... \~'. t ,." '- .c" ~l: 

Gi~t~o\", al1~1 \\ ('~i\1 l'C ~l .. i(' l'f l!l~ CC-!1:!llllal1ce l)f filch 
• · " .. 1 ~ - · ~.. " ,. .. p" " !n~::tl:gellc~, al~~ tn~ 1110fe to,11 }"OU ,\ 011.(1 tat:~ In aillCY 

alto. 
I t.ave ~~n .. !'ince 1 WT"~~ you hri. in general in ~ood 

hea~h, and ~tldt:~! ~n1 at rrei~ tlt in h~t\er llcalth than I 
have been fince I had t:!e hit fit. Exceptin~ thefe fits, 
and iile \vt'akn~l~ that fol!o\'i'~J upon th~m, nl~" healtl) has 
been ~oxl elier 11n~~~ I C3ll'\e tt' ~\nlerir~; all(l that \l~eak. ,. 
nefs hJS been chifrlV~ ~ f\,,'j!11I:)~n~ i:1 m~· ~r~(t. aJld fear . . . 

.l .. • T 1 1 1'" .. c" an~l unc~rtllnt~:- \\"~ell .1 \\-ent tc :ll:lhe a eng. lllicoar.e In 
}"lUblic. It \\tlS the op:nion d- Dr. Rdl1) that !he{e: r.ts 
\\~eTe fonlething of t!:e apoplectic kind. It is remorkal)le 
tnot i'tlr thei~ t\\·t!]\'~ nl011tl~s palt 1 h:i\'e l!~~l :lln"lotl cOlt. 
fiantly a it!ccei1i0o of pi'l1pies, or ra~Jler iilla11 hi!es or 
blot~~~c;, about the ten'lples, \\·ithi!1 t11C hair, Cll1d fonletimes 
on the fcrt:ht:ad; imce which time I bave been fenfibly 
better and freer from the other COl11plaint. 

I ha\1'e no\\~ )~ft cn!}~erS, not beillg ahle ~o ftlpport the 
expellfe of att~nji:ls il, \'. .. jth the tfcqllent jOllrne)~S to 
Prillc~ton~ ant! beillg determil1ed to give particular atten. 
tion to the re,~ival of the college. Profeffor Ilol1!lon'~ 
ho\\'ever, our profeiTor of mlthemat!cs, is a dt!legate this 
year; but he teH~ me he will certainly leave it next No. 
veililier. I nlentiol1 this circumfiarlce to r~r~firnl \,,'hat I 
beiieve I \,'rotc \~OU former},?" that tIle nlembers of con· 

- -grcf~ in g~neral, not enly receive no profit from that of. 
fice, but I believe fi\~e O\'lt of fix of them~ if 110t more, are 
great looters in th~ir private affairs. This c~nnot be other­
,vife; for as non~ of the d~!egates are al!o\11ed to have any 
lucrati\re office \VI1ate\ler, eittler in their O\\"n flate or for tbe 
United Statts, thou~h their expenfes iheuld be funy borne, 
their tilne is takel} llP, al1d th~ir o\\'n private eftates are 
negleCled. At the end ofrht year 1170, I gave notice to 
our legiflature that they n',uft either not chufe me at all, or 
leave me at full liberty to attend only when I could con. 
venien tl y • They ch ore me however, and I made a good 
de41 of ufe of that liberty in th'! year 1779; and this year 
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~l! the delegates ~?ere rharlge(l but ene, \\,ho had only 
been in one }'ear, antl \V}lO has not a 11{)~lre to go hoole tt', 
his efiatt: being in the neighborllood of Ne\v-York. 

l\Iy famil)' are \\'ell 1'0 far as I kno\v. rrhe trufie,=s 
of the college have Ian Septemher ch~fe my lon-ir.--law, 
~Ir. Smith, profeffor of 1110ral philofophy. I-I~ came to 
Princeton \vith his faillily in Decelnber. T ~ him I gave 
up my houle at college, and devolved ur~n him the whole 
bufinefs of boarding j'oung gelltielDell, and retired to my 
houfe in !he co~ntry, at the diHance of one mile, and in 
full fight of Princeton. This I have had in ,-iew for 
fome }1tcars, and inteild to [pend the remairlder of my 
life, !f poffible, in olio cum di~!itate. You know I WIS 

al\vays fonrl of heing a icientific farmer. That difpofit;on 
has not loft out gathered 11rength, fince my being in An1e­
Fica. In this refpeCl: I got a dreadful firoke indeed from 
the Englifh \\then they were here, they having feized and 
monly defiroyed my \vllole flock, and \ committed ruch 
ravages that \ve are not yet fully recovered from it. My 
(now) eldefl fon failed in Oaober laft for France, with 
Mr. Girard and Afr. Jay, late prefident of coogrefs. He 
is to pllrchafe a fe\v medicines and infiruments in Eu. 
rope, and return to profecute his bufinefs as a phyfician. 
lfy other fon \vas fiud}1ing law; btlt for the mean while, 
is private ftcretary to the prefent prefident of Congrefs, 
and my youllgefi daughter is at home6 

... ~s to ,public affairs, it feems to be yet uncertain whe. 
ther 'Ate iliall ha\re peace foon. Greatly do I and many 
others in Anlerica defire it; and yet, were our condition 
ten times worfe tllan it is, nothillg fhort of the clear inde. 
pendence of this country would be accepted. Iobferve. 
by your letter of the 19th of l\farch Iaft year, that you had 
a high opinion of your fucce[es at St. Lucia, in Georgia, 
and againfi tile Frenc!l trade. I believe before the end of 
the campaign, there was little reafon to boaU (if your fue. 
cefs upon the whole. I mentioned to you in nly iaft how 
obfHnately the court of England continued in erroneous 
opinio(lS refpeClitlg An'lerica; and no\v I think that ob. 
ftinacy has become incurabl~. It is plain that they fUll 

, 



IllrP upon the r..,me fir:ng! that a f~w le3ding fnen in 
co~g~Js flir up the pet)pie, and peri,;adc thenl to conti­
nue the cooteJr. Allow m~ to anure }90U that t~is is one 
of the moll abfuni If}(i groundleis opinions that ever was 
fOrmed. The ccn~fs is changing e\"ery day. There is 
no inftance in the whole conteft, in which the public opi­
nion tli\) flGt ~o ~fure their refolutions. To go back to 
the 1geIJ' l~gillning--the declaration of" independence was 
~ upon d~ majority of the then congrer~ by the 
reople in ~neral; and, in confequence of fubfequent 
ci~~lion5, every AX months L~at I have beell in cor.grefs 
has wtakenetl the party that was fufpelted of \:oldnefs 
l1pon that fubjeft, and now ~rhap$ I may fay it is an .. 
nihilated. 

I have read lately your pariiamenury enquiry into the 
caulcs of \'our \vant of fuccels ill _~Jnerica.. The ex_mi • .. 
nation of Galloway in ~rticular is a curiofity.. I knew 
that he, and (ueh as he, are blinded 4nd ftupi6cd to an 
almofl incredible degree, by their prejudices: and }'et it 
is hard to fuppoJe that he thought as he faid in all IlOints. 
For examp)~ "'hen he endeavors to make it belie,'"ed that 
the difficulty of fupplying general 'Valhington's army 
arore from the difatTe\:1ion of the COUlltry to his cawe. I 
a(lmit that he "-as in the lvinter 17;7" in a part of the 
country wher~ there are more people either coo) or di[~. 
ft\.cted to the caute of .~meric3, than in any other on the 

wi 

ccntillent; and yet his want of iupplies did not arife from 
that in the l~tlft rlegi ce. It arofe from the ftate of Ollr m~ 
ne,9, If he and his commiifaries had had as much hard .. 
Inoney as gene.4! Hi)\\~e~ he \\~ould have had all th~ pro. 
,~ifioJ1S in the COUtltPl I;lid oo\\'n at hlS teftt door. -I am not only fully iellfib!e, by a gener-.11 knowledge of 
the country in this and other ilates. that the public mind 
is entirely on the fide of liberty, and for the independence 
{)f Amer;ca-but I co~ld mention a great many faas and 
cirCllOlflances as evidences of it, firC'nger than cO\lid ,rell 
l~ inlagined) allO itldeed \\~hicn ta\·e turned aut flronger 
tItan evell my expetlatiotls, One circumfiance is alone 
decifi\~e upon this Jubjefi, \\"hich is \\·eil kllO\\·n to )·our. 
1eI\'es, that the moment your army leaves any part of the 



country, it is not only loft to you, but returns fo firongIy 
to the interetl of congrefs. that ~IJ the perrons known t~ 
have been attached to you are obliged to fly with te'--:or 
;nd confufion.. But there is another firong circumfiance. 
the univcrfal attachment of the people to the French alIi. 
ance. In vain have ~"our partifans endeavored to alarm 
the people witll the fears of popery and arbitrary po\ver. 
It makes not the lean impreffion even upon the common 
people. 

Pleafe to attend to the mrcumfiallce I am going to 
mention; becaufe it furprifed myfelf when I obferved it. 
There are always, you know, little feuds and contentions. 
jealoufy and emuli&tion, in every fociety and in every af­
fociation. Hoth in congrefs and in the country, I have 
obferved that \vhen Olle fet or faCtion \vants to make the 
other odious, they charge them \vith being cold to the 
French alliance, and ungrateful to then} for their fervices. 

- This, to my knowledge, has been the fubjeCt of mutual re· 
proad.es. when I do not believe there was any truth ill it 
on eitber fide. 'Vot.!Id you think it-fome have ferioufly 
attempted to pcrfuade me that the New.England dele­
gates \vere coid to the' French, and inclined to the En .. 
glifh; to which I ap.f\vered, tllat I \\1eIl kne\v tIle contralY, 
but that they were of an independant fpirit, and would 
not eailly fubmit to un,,"arrantable infiueIlce, either from 
the French or the Englifh. I fllention all this fingly with 
this \1tie\\9) to fitew )~OU the bent and inclination of the put). 
lie millC}. .. 

I han! been lately reading over governor Johnfion's 
fpeech after his returll, ill \\-hich to my amazemerlt he po .. 
fitive!y and publicly denies his having fent any meffage 
by a lady to ~1r. Reed. rfhe thing is now publicly known 
and confeffed. lIe fa}'s they \\'ould have named the lad}' 
if there h:id been an}' fuch thing, lVIr. Reed forbor\! 
naming the lady out of tendernefs to her; but it llas no\v 
come cut. It \\'as l\Irs. F - , daugllter of the late 
Dr .. G • married to l\.fr. F , fon of R. F ., 
of - .. \Vhat fhould people think of perfons 
of his charaCter fo boldly and folelllnly to deny a certain 
f' C\. 
a\.~, 



On the ~1fftZir$, 'i;;~. 

I will mention allother circuDlfiance to }you. The dif. 
trefs of this country by t!le depreciation of the money. 
has been very great. J\Iany have fufFered great loffes ~ 
not a few have been tltterly ruined. Yet I ne\'er could 
perceive that this altered the inclination of the people as 
to the public caufe, in the lean. Nay, notwithfianding 
the dreadful complaints ma(ie again!l particular claffes of 
men, fuch as foreflalJers and engroffers, com:ni[ari~s and· 
CJuartermafiers, }fet I am perfuaded tllat allY body who­
:fhouId but propofe to return to fubmiffion to England for 
relief from their depredations, would be tom in pieces. 

- --- ..... 
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N· ORTH ... \:\IERICA is at prefent from tne nat~lr:J 
courre of things, in a gTowin~ nate. It wiH there~ 

lore of itJelt: for a icries of years, gradu%11y imprO\"e. There 
are 110\\'e,~e~ nlany tbing5 l)~~ \vhich that i!npro,"ement 
rna}Y be t:lciiitat:.{l or rct;lrut(l; and it is the lal.:laL'!e ?ur­
pof~ of tllis faciet)~, to attenli to tllefc: cirCtitTI itai1ces \\·ith 
care, alitl ufe t11eir !Jtnlofl entlea\!ors to Cl1cou:-age t~:e one .... 
and to re!nv\~e the etl1er. Ha\~ing 113tl tIle Ilorl0r of beillg 
. ~(Jlllittelll Inel11ber of tllis fociet}l, a11tl tl0t l~a\:irig it nlllcll 

ill 111}7 PO\VtT aTl~· o~Iler\"ile to prl't11cte .-\n-:eriran iln­

proven~cnts9 I <.;oulll n9t ft'fifi the inclination I t'::-h to l~i. 
gefl a I1d j1l1t ill "-riti!l.~, a i~\\' reflefti {lilS 11 i'on t~ ~e 1)(.' r~c~ 
Of "O·Ir\tl··I~S 1-11 (T""1~r~1 ti'p (Treat 1)"~111'1"1~S cn \plll't l , tl.~ 
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propote iCnle 11articula.r rcguia~ioI1S. 
I Tl'''~ 1~10r" 1 ca" r.... ,... f ~ l..,~ p'" f ",,<,~e f-,. at' a -o··"nt-n· ., ... 

• ..'-.. (4~. " .. .l.'-S .... h ....... ~ ~l O!I;~ .. l\'.t \.. ... &,' -', &.~, ". 

!lImoft infi!litely mo;~ poY.-errul th:tn tho~e thl: ar~ ~!y 
occafio11al. 1~his obi~:-\~~t:Oll is tak.::n froi11 :\ IC.:1t~ ~('p;~ ~~, 
!)'- \\,f'rlnl let :s ·'dm-l·-"lb1 .- :11"(~r"'t-~*l a·",l -I" ",-·.,.l-t <C"lr:'x. .. t'." ~, .1\ .. , I ,,\'" I", \ 1 l l& " l ~ ~ _ U, \. ~ H .. ~ l \.; \... :....... • '. ,~ , C, \....., - . , 
h f' - · I I r' ,..~ 'i e out c Vi~\\', \';It,. t )o.e ,\~:~O \\·i~i.l t() pr(,n)~te ; 11e ~~r1e-

I 1 11" I ,....... 1 .. t fa gOO(l. ne nlOfa1 caufes arl!c frOill ti.e Ilatt ,'~~ t)t t~:e 
\- · 1 J · , ,." " - r· {' .. . gOy c r il111 e l ~ t ~ 111 C l!' 1I) g ttl e a (1 n) ! t 11 ~ ~ rat Ion C J t •• t let, ~ tt "1:- r -

ty of ccniciencc!: the partit!011 ~{ pmp<:rty. The rife ci.l 
t)artic~Iar to·,'/ll, tIle culti\·~~t~on a,~J b~a!J~\' of a o~rticuIu . - ~ 
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~~!:trter of 3 CCtll)t!\ .. ~ rna,- rcmet!m~s l'e illf:)\· 3fcrihcd tel .. .... .. .. 
t!~e tl)rrrifill~ ~n~c15 cf a ii:"! ~!e t~=r~c.r~ \rho ft-t tl~e exam-
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'-. ,'-, '- -- \- •• , .. 4", V'" .............. - t ., ,"un ,,~ 1 .... . 
t!!~ \ i;orous ~xer:lcn. Th~ ~V:':~tlG~l~C~S rou:u Ilt;\"t:r 

~ te:lt'~~1 or tlf!:,,~ .. if there \\"~!S net ~ <.!:fl)ofitiOtl to it in 
t i~e Cr"11 "1'1"'" 'le'l " .... ,~~ COl""'t .-,- Ti"l ~rof'nr~ a r~c·"·(l re 

4l .. ~ '. ... l. ... .. \... l , , .. '- • ~.... • .. - ,- .. v '- , J " ,'\. " • .. 
rw-arJ ii'll. ,,,I'llV' h·" : h\'" 4i:l\ ..... r\ .. l,,~ .. ~~ cf ~11-T'k;I,·1 to· ·np. P"~ll ~ I I . ~") ". l. " • ~1 "'. ".. "" "- .. • '-..... \,.. ~ ,,1.... " , .. t. " ,.. '- ~ 1 1 -

cip'es o~ ... c:qtli!)' a:'!d !i~r!~-" that the)-'" Illa~:- ne\ cr h~ \~io­
bttJ ~y any pt;b;ic prccc:e,En;s. Pcnnf~ h-ania is 10 hlp­
py ire this p.lrticuLt:~ t;1at its con!1itutioa neet! not be :m­
r:o\·etl~ l):i! prtf~r\'~d antl def~:ncl~.J. 

~. It is cxtr~me!y (iifl1~ult, :-~t~t'r you d~Fart from ge­
lleraJ princip!cs, to (lif~"{\\"C'r "'!1at rart!Ct;},lr re~lfl~ltio11S 
\\-:!l be for the !llkrdl of a country. It rt:'luires a very 
cQ!nrr~henfi\"'e In!11t!, an!i a th0rollg!1 kt10\\'!~(.!~e of the 
cour!e of tra~!e 2Il:} po!ice ill gellerat. Befi\.ltS~ it is Ilot 
coiy diffiCl:lt. bt:t impcffible to E-'reiee wi1lt circumfhlnces 
Dl:l)'" a!~er,\"aTds occur. l\I,1.11Y tf1illgS are tlft:fu) ant) ex .. 
pt'(ii~~t ~t Olle t:nlll~ '\~!lich in a f~\\" )"ears ~~coi'!1e unlle. 
c!:!~lr\" or hurt=t:l. Nl\'", ~13n\'" !elfitl1 Ja,-,'s ha,"~ oneratecl 

0# ... I 

from the he;ianln~. in a lTlanner d:n:diy ccntr<try to what 
.:\ J FI's .. _.. J .. h ... 

''t''~1~ expt.'Cte:~:;.. .It: 11,CC:·ror3.t;C:l l~t tra(j~S In t e cItIes .. n -... .. ..~ .. l.. ..... f' 1 I {~ 
;,1 fl:~ill., 1$ ~n In;i .. ~11Ct.? ot t •• e tr t: ~!1l a nl0 { e\-ery 
i.lW m~dc to the prcjuJit:e of lreland, is an example of the 
1 
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OF 

To his Excellency Hemy Laure11s, Esquire, President; 
Gild otbe-. t~e J!t.',·:!bers of the Honorable, the Amcri. 
CLm COT/gress, &~c. 8?c. &c. 

The humble "-epr,.'sen/alion alld carnest sllpplicatio1l of J. 
R- . printer a1ld boo.ksel!er in New-lork, 

RESPECTFtYLL Y SHE\VE TH, 

T HAT a great part of the Britifh forces has already 
left tllis city, and [rOITI many fymptoms there is 

reafon to fufpeB:, tIl at the rer11ainder \viII fpeedily follow 
them. ,,7here tlle}f are gone or going, is perhaps known 
to themfel\Tes, perllaps not; cert . .tinly ho\vever, it is un· 
kno\\'n to lIS, tile IOj9 al inhabitants of tlle place, and other 
friends of go\'ernnlent v~'ho 11a\ye taken refuge in it, aI1d 
\vI1o are therefore filled \\'it11 difirefs and terror on the un­
happy occafiOll. 

'Tllat as foon as tIle e\·acuat!on is completed, it is more 
than I1robal1Ie, the city \viII be taken polfeffion of by the 
forces of }70Ur 111gh nltghtilleffes, followtd b}7 vaft crpuds 
of o~her ptrfons-whigs by nature and profdIion-friends 
to tIle liberties, and foes to tl1e ellernies of America • 
. Above all; it ,,;ill undoubtedly be fiIlt:1 with fhoals c:~ 
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~ .. ankies, that is to f.1Y, the nati"es and inhabitants (or ~$ 
a great ilid}T i11 this Illetro!101is gtl't"r'll!)~ e~llreflt.:s it, tile 
~vre!ches) of Ne\v .. }-:llg1all(l. 

TtMt (rom feveral L ircumilances, t11ere is reafon to fear 
t!lat tile b~·~1a\·ior of tl'IC \VTctC}lt"S afortt:,itl, llla\' not be al-., 

tot!tther gcrltle to rueh of tIle frit:11(]~ of r~overnlllellt as 
fl1aii fla}~ h~Ilind. ,.\tl1at tl~e governing po\vcrs of tI1e flate 
of New- York may do :lIfo, it is impoiftl)!e to foreteL N3Y, 
who knows but we may foon fee, in propria persr.ma, as 
w\: llii\"e Orrell he~r(I of HortelltiilS, tilt: gO\>erlloi orNew­
Jedey, a gentleman remark"b!e for feverdy handling 
tho1e \\l110n1 he C~tlls traiturs, antl intlted \Vl10 11as e~alted 
forne of them (quanquam animus meminilfe horrtt I<:ctu­
que refugil) to a high, thou~h dependent nation. and 
brougllt AI?lericll IJllder their jeet, ill a i~nle very (iifierellt 
fronl \Vilat Lor(l ~orlh Illt!ant wile11 11e &rfl llieu ~ll,,-t ce!~­
brated exprdIion. 

That your petilioner in particular, is at the greatefi 10rs 
\\ .. Ilat to reioiv<: Ul)Cll, or ho\v to fllape his cO!lrit;. Ht! has' 
110 clefire at all, citl1er to be ro~flc:d iil Floritla, or froze~ 
to death irl C?11ada or Nova St:otia Bcillg a great ]o\'er 
of frefh cod, 11e ha~ had tllOUghts of r~jfil1g 'a fet'tlenlellt in 
Newfoundhmd, but recol1ttling that the N"ew-England 
111e11 ha'~t: alIllofl all the fa!lle ap~)etite, he \\7as obliged to 

. .relinquifh thlt projta entirely. V he fl10uld go to Great­
Britain, d,lngers no lei's formidable prefent themfelves. 
lIaving been a ba"!1krupt in London, it is not impofiible 
that he might be accommocb.ted with a lodging in New~ 
gate, Rlld tllat the crdinar)7 ~ll~r~~ ~light oblige him to fay 

" his prayers, a practice from which he hath had an infupe­
~·ablt; ~vLrfion alillis life long. 

11'1 tl1is dreacltlll dilenln1a, 11e hath at lean cletermined to 
(l[1p1,:: to your high mightindres, and by this memorial to 
/d), Limscl.lat yourjecl" which he aITures you, is the true 
1l1od:th phrafe for rcfpetlful fubmiffion, according to the 
l)rd~nt etiquette of the court. Being informed however, 
that !ollle of }70tl nrc PreflJyterialls and F.eligiollifis, he 
1I"s b~en alfo at fome pain~ to find out a fcripture war. 
r~:llt or exan-il}le for 11is prefe11~ conduCt, and has lla))i)ily 
f:.~!)lJ it, ir the advice giveo by the iervants of Benhadad, 
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kin~ of Syria, to their maner, I KiJl~S XX. 31. And h.:s 
s(r·':)lln's sail/ U!llo hill1, b( bold 't')W 'lVt"' ht:cvc heard that 
the kings of Israd art mercl}ltl killlIs: Lei us 'li,'t' Pf ay 
thee. put sac: cloth UPOIl our loills. and rapt's "P(ill our 
he.:ds, aild go alit ta the killg of l'Tad. peradf)e1l:lIre he 
mrz.Y SLl'l.'e zlry it.le. So tllt:y girded sackdvth IIPOIl lh"ir 
leins, and Pilt ropes IIpon tbeir beads, alld ctlme 10 ,-Iy,: 
I.:n...:: of /srad t£lId said, Tby ser'L'ant B(llbudad suitb, 1 
pra} tbu let tnt" live. In like manner, 0 HlOn mibhty 
and vener'-able Congrefs. mell, your f~rvant J. R • 
fa it 11, I pra}? }' C U 1 e t '11 t 1 i \' e. 

Havillg tllUS preferr~d nl}' petition, I mllfi no\v intie~t 
tel\'e to lay" before )"our hi~i) 11)!~t1tillC:;[C:S\ fU'lJr)? 'reafons, 
\\~l}icll I hope \v(11 lt1clil)e )'OU tc ~f:'Il(1 a fa\"ordble ear to it, 
in (loill~ \\~hicll, I fila)) tlre ,tlll}ofl~ble plainllefs and candor. 

I. In the nrH place, thc:rc canr ot pcffihly he any danger 
to the U flltt:(] States, ill fuff~rill~ II)e to Jive. I kllOW 

many of you think and fay, that a tory heart acquires ruch 
a d~gree of fOtJrllefs all<i illale\~ol\tlce, in addition to its 
native fiock, and fuch a hahit of treachery, by break1ng 
throu~h the moll elldearing tits of nature, tllat no ~ood 
can be expeCled from it, nor any dependance placed upon 
it, let prctencts or apl)earallces bt! ,,,,hat they \"i!). Ire. 
mernber alfo, abolit ftv~n J·ears ago a CeTtaill perJ~i:\ }lear­
in~ accic.lentl}~ one or t\Vl") para~rapl1s rt.ad fro'l} t11t: \rri. 
tings of an eminent controvt:rfial di\'ine in this coun~rr, 
[aid, Ttl~t {ello\\! Inull be a turn coat; it is in11)cffib!e tllat 
he could ha\'e been eclllcate\.] ifl lht! profcflio:! t:vhich 11e 
110\\' defel1c.ls. "Tilat is ;.~our reafon for that Ollill ;t;n ? 
faid another gentlemail who \\--as prefent-Bt:caule, fays 
he, l1e difco\'ers a rancor of fl)irit arlO rottell!lefs of heart, 
unattainable l1Y ai1Y O!~ler clars of 111~11. But I cOlltend 
that thefe reI11~rks rel:ate 0111y to the natives of this coun­
try, who like parricides took up arms for her defiruDiQIl ; 
and to apofiate~ in religion; Iltlther of \\l}1icll, I am certain, 
can be applied to me. I was born, as is wt:ll known, in 
old England; and as for the accufation of apoHacy, I fet 
it at defiance, unlefs a man can be {aid to JailoR' from 
\Vllat he \vas nev~r on, or to depart from a place \Vllich he 
l-lever raw. 
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nat " .. lut I b;!g of yon par ticubr1y to obfen·e is, t;l:lt let 
.La ,1~f"f"'\Or.l":""1 to In~f "L ·l~'" !"'\~ a~ IT''''a( #15 ,·Oll pl o - i··~ \,.: ... I n ~ u t • 1.1 • \. l V • I ~ :d \..: V "'" ~ f ~ , \,.. ( , . . \ ... l . t "! 'at ere 
the :It)i!i~}· is \\·ln~irl!, t:ler ~ call l.,~ 110 <.l,\:l~cr, I h,l,~e 
cfrei1 f~t:11 the linns ii. the to\\-er of L·Jnllo.l \':ithout fear , 
becluie t:ler\! \\-3S :!tl ir(J!l grate ['let \Veen Il)~ an(1 thein. 
No':.~ it i~ cerl~ill that ~he t,1ri~s ~n gener31, \'rould (Iv ~!ly 
tl1itl\1 fuoll!'!r thtln u·Thl. ~:I,l!1Y' cf tlleOl tlc~~nle tories tor 

,~ () -
nl) otller rea!orl, thai} tllat they nl~g:~~ a\~o:\.l fib!l~~r~g. "file 
p~or c!licI~=!)-hc3.rted crcaturc3 cr!~d Otll ~o ill\! p0tent 
Ki!l~ of l~ilglalll), to tdke the III un~!cr IllS \\'iIl~S for pro .. 
tettion. whidl he endeayorcd lo do, but they \'-ere too {hort 
to cover them.. ]~\·en the late ))ctition for arll,S ill \vhich 
they' promife\i to g-o \vitllollt the li!les, ancl f\veep }'GU all 
a\1~;a}" \\-i:il the t1~futn of (le!trtl~l:ivn, \vas l'Jut ,ltl idle ri' J. 

dcmon~~de-!t \YJS fO:lV:!~hing like a poor boy {hou~ing 
all~l fi!lgil1g ill tile dark, to J~eep hiJllfelf froin b~i(lg ~.iraiJ. 
At tll1t \~erir ti!lle, to m)7 ce· ... tnin !~Ilo\rle(lge t!1~y \\·ould 
ba\re gi\len the ,,,"orld for a place to fly to, out of tl1e reach 
of \v· a{hin~ton and G~tes. But 1 rtturn tc n~}"tett: fgO. 

met sum proximus mi!.J~, I can affure your higt mighti. 
ne{f~~, that no d~r1~t:r can arif~ frem me" for I an) as 
great a coward as King James the ,rIth of Sco~tmd, who 
c~uld ne'ler fee a naketi f\\~ord \\·'ithout tremtJling; ha\~illg 
bee!l, as it is i3~(!, 1!-igllteI1ed in his filothcr's bell}Y, \vhe~. 
the l1erGe barron3 of til~~t coun-try came in, and killed Da­
vid Rizz~o in his prefellce, I \'tas once feverely car1cd 
by a Scots office." nmr (if employed) in ycur fervice. 
Though the gerltlenlen of tllat choleric nallcll llave been 
,rery muell our frienrls in t11e p:-efent contro\!erfy. I find. 
it is dal1gerous to ofielld tt1em. Buc11anaIl tlleir Q\\rn 11if. 
tori an fa}'S1 perfer\·i(lunl eli Scotortlffi ill genium.. 1"'here­
fo:~ by the by, or en pa:Tani, for I fuppofe you are at 
prcl~nt ben pleated with French phrales, I \vould advif~ 
every n~a!1 ~V!1n rcglrds his 0\\'11 peace, 110\Vever fillooth 
and gentle a Scotchma;l may appear, not to take him 
0l?<zill",t fOt: flair, as the faying is in their own country, 
but to renlen)t)~r the motto that fur o-oullJs tIle tlli!lle, Ne .. 
1110 me imlJWle llcfs;:'at. I AHa very narrowly tfcaped a 
fOtl!l~l !1~atill~ fran. a Ne\lIt .. England parfon, \VllO \\'as 
nr0n~ ~~!1o~loh, \ritho~lt eithercaneor cudgel, to have pound,. 
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e i rn e t \J a Tll ~l m m }" . i\ lit !1 ! s, ~ n ~ 1 n 1 t: c !) (71 c:-e 0 f t t: e 
1:1'~le k!Jl~), I t,ore \\~itll the me!l eX~111!ll~lr~· iJ·~::~::,- c; and 

.. 1- .. fl- Ph·' U b r' l' 1 ~ 1 1u~!n!L!Oil. tr ~l?S 1t ',"1 ~ &-.4Il., t:ll! l.~O:!~ .• 110 (~a'l-

ger is to be 3ppreh~nd~d frC:!l :my dee~!s, y~t I may do 
hum eno~gh by words and wr!tiag. rro t~:s I anf.\'t:r, 
thlt J have expended a!ld exhat;!1ed my '.d:o!:! faculty of 
that I.;.ind in t!le fer\':ce of !11e E:lg!:fh. I ha~·e tried fa!fe .. 
hoed and mifrepr~f~nt~tiGn in en:ry fl13rJe that eQuId be 
tl1011ght ot~ fo t!lat it is like a coa~ thricr! turljell tl~.at \rill 
not hold a fingle flitch. !'oJy f;-iend, Gen. Ro n, 
to}(i Ine [o:11e time ago i11 lOY o\;·n filOP1 tilat I !~:.~! carried 
tl1ill~S ·10 far that peoI)le coulti not be~it\l~ Oll"! \Y~r~l I i:t~~, 
eVen though i~ wen! as tnl':' as t!le golpd. Fr~m all this I 
hope it plainly appe;irs th:tt there cc!..;:J ~)e no ~hn.;;::r f:-cm 
me; anti therelo"e as )?OU ca~not !':.irtly thn}!( of bt:ing 
cruel for cruelty's fake, thlt you will fl.l;~~r me ~o liv~. 

n. Any further puni!11:nent upon m~, or any other of 
the unhappy refugees who fhall remain in N. York, win 
be altogether ullnecdf.lry, for they do funcr ant! wiH fuf­
f~r fron) tlle l1ature of the tillilg, as tDlICll as 3. m~rcirul 

n1an could \vilIl to lml)o!~ tl110n Ilis greateil tilCmj'. By 
tlllS I 01eal) th~ dreaclful J110rtific3tio11 (after Otlr l):!fi IJtJif. 
illg a11<.1 vatlntillg)ofceill~ ul1clt:r t~1e(lonliIl!t~n of t:~e C0n­
greis, feting and hearing the c@ndud an,l di!(;o:.:r!~ of t!:~ 
frit:l~ds of Anl-erica, aTl<.1 perh~ps t·eillg ptlt 111 n1irld of ctr 
o\\'n, ill fr.lrnle r t! !11es. \", OLI have probal)l!· lt~ll III ;111 Y c,f 
the Engli111 l1e\vlpJI)ers, aI1d alia ion-Ie of ll=~:-:e, :.1\1(1 ~.~.:.l 
1"1'7'''~ 'lTnl 011·" ,JOt' ilhe /'":-:,, 1'·-;1~'O'1r-l·S \,01t,0 !).;oo a ~I·~r·', .. lf..' ~··i·l·-·· 

J L "'" ~~, ~ (,) ~ .4 .. ".J ~ ~"" , '. & -- ~ ~)" , j.. -~ ~ l'" '-. , - -

Peel de~til ill our lla11l:s. B\' all LIltie nlC~~ns \'OU lrla\·· It~arll 
- * ~ 

\\,itrl \V!1:!t i!1ti!lire ~o11telr~1~t, \ritll \vhat pro\lckil1~ illfult, 
and \\'ith v;Ilat t!neXa01!)!eJ barbarit)T, )·our P~'oI)Ie Ila\~e, 
from tIle b~gi:ln :11g to tl:e (~ll1, beerl treattJ i)}· tl~e Dritifll 
offine"'s e'"'·''''·'rt~''''''':-yo '-1 ,""'}··,r ('tll1~ll nYl'll!"pr J'lut 1') !"-",,oe ":l'1 by J. \.,0 , ., ..... '- ~ • ~ l La.::.," ,," ~ ". • .." ~ ~ ,\. (., l'v • " 1 

".I " 

h · 1" I 1" , eli' fi 1 t ~e torteS a:~(l re!ugees, V,' 10 I~ot l1a v 111g t!1e 1\:C~, ~}T cr Agn~. 

ing, \\-Tere obligccl to la)T out tIleir ,\~1101e 'l~·r~t}! 'lr:rj 1~1~-

l ' · 1 • I .. f' 1·' I '1 ... Ire 111 t,,~ atatlc ~ ot "'e'· -1'"(''' ~~11\'~·1'\"~r \'·n~n en .. , ,- .. '"" l j \" , '- i ' ~ .. '\. ~ I.,) • 1 \,.. 1 \.. 1 ! \ .. / '- • ., ,.. • .... ~ • '- \.i .. 

.. -f" U ("', L 7· ~ r ' --t l'e l)r' Ol1,c..,·s t~ "ell ·.ltf~I· lPe ()(~II,~.,'t (~,'},--•• ",,,p. 0' ~."" ..• 
• .. '-I v \. ~t.,,- ... 6~'."u .• ,,'-''''-.''w''' "_Vl\. 

,·\t afllinglO!l I~a(1 recei\1ecl fe\~er~il kicks f~·r not beillg 
ill his rank, he fail!, is t!lis l 'I~~~y' of t~'eati~g ~ gC11:1en1(\n f 
The llAfwer was) geutbmc:a: G- u-· n your blood 
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t«' the En~)iih p3~ties who wer~ going out to rurprize and 
butcher you. :\Iy brothe: of trade, G- is fo much "fJ'et.t. 
ed, tn.t I'Ome j~}. he has lofl, or will fooo loie. his reaion. 
Fer my 0"'-0 part I do ~fjt think I run any riOt in that re .. 
(pea. All the w&!om thaI I was ever poifc:ffed of ~s in me 
tiili, prcli!eJ be God, and likely to be fo. A man that has 
nln the ~lliltlet of crc:ditors, duns, and bailiffs, for years 
in En~l~nJ, and h .. s been cudgelled, kicked, and p---d 
upon in America,. is in no d~nber of lofing his reaion by 
an~- circumtlance whate\"cr. fo long u there is the lean 
p!'cf~tl of laving his life. I have heard fome people fay 
that diJh9110r was "'·0.1"(: than death, but with the great 
Sancho P-lnch~ I \vas a)\\t"a}-s of a diiferent Opillion. I 
hope,. therefore. your honors will confider my fufferings 
2S fufficient to atone for my offences, and allow tpe to 
continue in pea.ce and quiet. and according til the North­
Britilh proyc:rb. sl~~p ill a whJ~ slti". 

III. I l~g leti\"e to Ill)!gell, that upon being received 
into flvor, I tl-;nk it W~Ulll be in my po\ver to rerve the 
United States ill feveral importan~ reflk8s. I belie,-e 
many of your officers want politenefs. Tiey are like old 
C!!lcinnJtlls, taken Iroln the plow; and tllereforc muft 
nill hlve a litde rcughnefs in their manners and deport. 
ment. Nuw, ( mylelf am the pink oicounefy, agenteeJ, 
p~rti)·, \\"ell-Jookio~ feilow, as you will fee ill a [ummer's 
<hr. I unJ~rfl .. nd and poiTds the bimscanc~ .. the manlltr, 
the grace, 10 largely infilit=d 011 by Ivrd Chdlerfield; and 
ml}~ \\'ithout vallit}~ fay, I could teach it better than his 
iorJihip, who in that article has remarkabiy failed. I 
hear \vith pleaiure, that )·our p~ople are pretty gilod fcho­
jars, a:l~! h~v; nlad~ particllla.rly \!er}: happy advances ill 
th~ art 0(' fwearin~, io effenti;lHv neccJfary to a gentleman. 
-ret I due f~l\' the), wiil thc::mreh'es confefs, that they are 
fiill iil tl1is refp\;ct f;ir inferior to tile Engl~fll army. There 
is, hy all ,lccounts, a coarf~tlefs and famenefs in tfleir ex­
prdfion; wherc2s thC!r~ is ~laric!\', fpri~htlinefs and figure, 
In the oaths of gentl~men wdl educated. Dean Swift 
fays very jniily, ~ a fOIJ~man may {';'vear, but he cannot 
fwear like a lord.' l;OW we h.we mlny lorlls in the Eng .. 
lith army, all of whom, when here, were pleafed to honor 

,T OL, 1\T", 3 D 
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me with their friendfili p and intimacy; fo that I hope my 
qualifications can hardly be difputed. I have imported 
nlany of the moll neceftlT}F artic)ea for appearar.c~ in 
genteel Hfe. I can give them LavClrnitti's foap-baUs, to 
,vafh their bro\vn hands clean, pc.:rfumed gloves, paint, 
powder, and pomatum. I can alfo fumifb the Nc:\ .. -.En­
gland men with rings, feals, fwords, canes, fouff boxes, 
t\veezer-cafes, and many other ruch notions, to carry hon1e 
to their willes and mifireffes, who will be nation-glad to 
fee them. You are alfo to kno\v that I import a great rna. 
ny l)atent nledicines, \vhich ma}~ be of ure to )"our arm}·. 
It is [aid that fome of thenl are exceedingly liable to a dil: 
orcler calle(l by phyficians the rancoml11:ia, \vhich is fre­
quently fonowed by the two twin difea!es of plumbopho­
bia and fideropll0bia. If the}? will but fubmit to a ftria: 
regimen, allli take the tintture drops and pills which I 
prepare, I am confident the cure in moil cafes would be 
illfallibJe. 

I have been informed, that a certai:l perron, well kno\vn 
to your al!gufl: body) has clear]}' denlonflrated that virtue 
and fe\7erity of nlanners are necefTary to tllofe who ,vould 
pull all old goverllment do\\·n, which fete is no\v happily 
accompliibed; but that luxury, diffipation, and a ta(!e for 
plearures, are equally neceuary to keep up a government 
alreatly jettled. As I fuppote you are flIlly cOllvinced of 
this n)ofi falutary trutll, I take it for granted, no~~ that }~OU 
have iettled governnlents in all the ftates, }-OU are !ookillg 
Otlt for proper perfons to [often the rigid virtue of tIle 
Americans, and lay them afleep in the lap of fdf-indul­
gence. Now, I am proud to fay, that there is not a man 
Oil thlS COlltiI1t!llt more able to fer\ye you in this rcfpeCt, 
than m}:-:elf. I llave fer\red man}' of the Britifll officers 
in a 1110!l honorable fiatioll and charaaer, of \Vllicrl tIle 
great Pandarus of Troy wa~ the moll ancient example. 
If I am happy enough to make my own conver!;lt:on and 
manners the t1atlclaro of the mo(~e, I believe ~90U \viII fee 
,'ery powerful errctb of it in a fhort time. nut if, after 
recovering your friendthip myfelf, I am able aHa to bring 
l)~lCk alld rtcoI1clie ta his cOuil~ry the ltev. J)r. A----, 
I beHe\'e the 1).-ll~m \""ill be perit:c1. That gentleman, by 



his robufi forlll, :s \,-el l fitted to ~ In ecclcfi:\f: tC411l'r:uf~r. 
if fuch an offi,er IhOtllJ L'e needed; and .. \, it~ ;.:J d~!4! 
d~fc:re!lce to th~ cffi'':er~ of the .~rn~ri~:lJl :trm't', I ~~t."\uiJ 

• 
think th~t, a bca~r w.y of termina:ing c1:if!r::!.:(s lonug 
them in the I~ft retort than f\,-ord or p!ft'11_ for nl~\I~)- ~~ 
~ious rea:oI1s. fie !llS airo ditlin~~iih~j hiE11:':-:f t,\ !h~ 

~ 4 

]l:.JbHcation of I~me poems~ en :u~eas C:X!reCl:-~.'" weB 
1uiteti to th~ ch~,r .l~l:!r 0:" a C~rif:i1n rl=r~)·lll;&n~ all~~ v~ry 
proper for initi.lins the tt:i~der mln\.! in the tofte:: J.nj 
mofl delicious of all arts~ viz. the at"! of !\)\ .. ~ .. 

Finally, I hope I may be offC:f\-i~e to the: UniteJ S~~t-!i" 
as a \\-riter, pubJifher, coliet.'lor, ar.J n~tlker of ne~"s_ I 
melltion this \,"iiil rome JitliJence; b:~&uf~ perilars ~-~)\l 
,\"ill think I h~ve fcreclofed nl}'iclf from fllch a claim, !~y 
con!effing (as abo\-e) that my credit a~ a newf"\\'rit~r is b .. ~ 
ken by ov~r.ftretching, But it is (OmmOl} ~nou~h :01" ~ 
Dian in bufineJ$, \\·hen h:s credit is \ltholl);· gGi)~ in or,e 
place, by {hifting his grcund~ and t*inti a ne\v de?J.~­
ture, t\l tlourifll a\1l4}", and nlake as g:eat or gr~ater figure 
tIla11 before. Ho\\' long that fpierldor "":il l~tl is another 
matter, and belongs t~ a.n ~er ~on{i:ie r~tion. I mi;ht 
thcret~rc!, though my credit is ~one in X-:w .. York, fet up 
ag3in ill tIle place \\'hich is hOllored 9.\·ith )"our refiden:e. 
Befilies, I might \,,'"rite thofe things onl}~ or chiefly 1 \\-h:ch 
}90U with t(l be difhelieved. and tlltlS relldcr ~~ou tile fllOft 

en-ential fervice. This woultJ be aiming and arrilJ'ing at 
the fame point, by man:Zt.~ring r~t!"t~<t.li.!e. Once mort', 
as I Ilave been the o!lenfibJe printer of otilef peopi~'s lies 
in New- York, \vhat is to hinder me from k~eping inca,~. 
and iO\genting or polifhin~ lies, to be ifiued from th~ pre[s 
of another printer in PhiIadelphi~? In one, or more, C'f 

all of theft: \\'a}fs, I hope to Jl1errit }~our aPI)rubat!Oll. It 
,"ould be endlefs to mentioll all my (lev ices ; and tllere­
fore I will only fay further, that I C.Ul take a trut!" anJ 
fo puff and fwell and adorn It, fiill kc~;)inb the proportioll 
oi its parts, but enhrgins their dimeniions, that yo~ coutli 
hardly ditcoy-er where the falfchcJ-j by, in C~{~ of a firid 
in,,~aigation~ 



Supplication of J. R--...,l--. 

Thlt I may not weary you, I conclude with recom~ 
mending m)"felfto your killd countenance and prott:aion ; 
and in the mearl time, \\-aiting for a fa\Jorable atlf\ver, 
Jour petitioner, as in duty bound, ~I ever pray, &c. 
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RECANTA1~ION 

OF 

Benjamin TOW'Ile. 

The following 'Was pr;ntt~ in Loudon' $ Nt'W- rork Paei. 
et, puIJ/ished al Fuhkill, OClolJer 1st, 1 , 78• 

= 

tiTHE foltowin~ faas are well known. Ill. That I 
Benjamin Towne ufed to print the Pennfylvania 

!~vening POnt under the proteCtion of Congrefs, and did 
frequently, and earnefUy folicit fundry members of the 
li;~id Congrefs for di1fertations and articles of intelligence, 
jl:rofeffing myfelf to be a very firm and zealous friend to 
.American liberty. ld. That on the Englifh taking pof. 
feffion of PhiJadelphia, I turned fairly round, and print. 
ed my Evening pon under the protection of General 
H'owe and his army, calling the Congrefs and all their 
adherents, relle1s, rafcals, and ra~gamuffitls, an(l feveral 
()tl~ler unfavory names, with whif.'h the hUmaJle and po. 
litt~ Englifh are pleafed to honor them. Neither did I 
ev(!r refufe to infert any differtation however fCllrriloUSt 

or any artiole of intel1i~ence fent to me, althouJ:!h many 
of them I well knew t() be, as a certain gellt]eman ele. 
gantly expreffes it, facts that ne'D~r happened. 3d. That 
I aID cow willing and defi rous to turn once mure, t~ 



unfay all that I have Iall faid, and to p:-int and puhlifn 
for the U oited States of America, which are likely to be 
uppermoft, again!! the Britifh tyrant; nClr ,,",tUl be blCk. 
ward in calling h~m, after the example of the ~re3t and 
enlinent author of Common Senfe, TJx RGyal Brli!~, or . 
giving him any other appellation lliH more appfobrious, 
if ruch can be fOUIIll. 

The fatts being thus fi;lted, (I will piefume to fay ~l­
together fairly alld fully) I proceed to obicrve, that I am 
not 0111y profcribed by tlie Prefitlent anrJ Supreme execu­
tive council of Pennfyh~ania, but that feveral other per. 
fons are for reprobating ID}' PJper, and illleuge that in. 
Head of being fuffered to print, I ought to be bangeJ as a 
traitor to my country. On this account I have t!lougllt 
proper to publifil the fonowin~ humble confdfion, deda­
t'ation, recantation and apology, hoping thlt it h!ll af. 
fuage the \\'rath of nl}7 enemies, anti in fome degree re· 
flore me to the favor and indulgence of the public. In 
the firtl place tllen, I dc;fire it fllay be obfc=rved, tllat I ne .. 
\~~r \vas, nor ever pretelldecl to be a man of charatter, 
repute or (lignit}~. I \\pas origin:llly an ullderfirapper to 

the famous GJI/owoy in his infamous fqnabble with 
Golla.arci, cln(1 did in that fervice contr,lCt fuell a habit 
of meannefs in thiilking, and fcurrility in \vritillg, that 
nothing eXillJ~, as brother Bell provedore t9 the fen. 
timentalifis, would fay, could ever be expeCted from me .. 
Now, changing fides i6 not any way furprifing in a per. 
Jotl anf\vering the al)ove defcriFtion. I re .. ,ember to Ilave 
read ill th~ Roman hitlory, that \VllCn Cato of Utica bad 
put himfeIf to death, being un~hle to furvive the ciiifolu. 
tion of the republic, and the ~:\t:naion of libert}F; ano­
tIler ierlator of inferior tlote, \vhofe nitne I ~atlnot recal. 
lea, did the faille thillg. But \vhat thanks did he re­
ceive for this? The men of refleaion only laughed at 
his ab[uru imitation of fo great a perfonag~, and faid-he 
migllt h,lve livetl tllOUgll tIlt! rep!lblic l\acl come to its pe­
riod. ffad a Hancock or an Adams chan.~ed fides, I 
grant you they would have ue[=rved no quarter, and I 
believe would have received none; but to pais the fal'l~ 
juugment: on th<; cond~Et of an obfcur~ printer is mit-



enble reak>:ling indeed. i\ftcr all, \\-h)' fo much noire 
abOtlt a tritle? "'~ha~ occafion is there for the public to 
pour (mt ail its wrath upon poor Towne; are turncoats 
fo tare? Do they not walk on c,-ery fide? llave we nt't 
feen Dr - S ) J A , T C • and 
many ethers who '.n_re lirn champions for liberty; then 
frientls to go\'"ernment,-am) no\v (lifco\~er a laudable 
incIinatioll to fall into tlleir ranks as quiet and order 11 
fubje~s of the commonwealth of Pennf)-ivania. The 
ration31 moralifis of li1e lafl Cige ur~d to tel! us that there 
\\9as an e{f~ntial difierence bet "teen virtue and v ice, be. 
Callie there was all effential difference to bt obfelTed in 
the nl\.cre and reafon of things. No\\y, ,,"ith all due de­
ference to there great men, I think I ant as much of a 
philofu?her as to know that there are no circumnance~ of 
attion, mere important than thofe t'[ time and piace. 
Therefore if a 1nan pay no regard to tlle changes that 
may h2~pen in thele ci~cum{hnces, there wiil be very 
little virtue, and tliU lets prud .. '7lcc in his behaviour. 
Perh~ps I have got rather too deep for comnlon reade~s~ 
and therefcre (hall ;ilk any plain quaker in tbis city what 
he \\"ould fay to a man \\~ho fuouitl \re1r tile fanle coat in 
rammer as in \vinter in this cl.in1ate? lIe ,\·o~I(1 certain­
Iv (,,\r', " Fricllti, thv \~"i{()om is llot ~reat." N(\w \~"he ... , . . ~ 

ther I ha\~e not hatt as good re~foll to chlnge my conduct 
as nly coat, fince hft January, I le~ve to every impar­
ti.ll pedon to d'!termine. ::. r do hereby declare ar.d 
con!ef~, thlt \vl~en I pr- :-'ted for Con~re!s) or~d on the 
fide of liberty it was not by any me~!:1S from principle. or 
a u\?iire th~t tile callfe of li~rty illOU!d pre\'ail, but 
purely and ilmply from the lo\:~ of gain. I Gould ha\'e 
made nJ:hi:-:.g b:lt tar and feathers by printing ag:iinli 
them as things then fiood. I make this candid ackno's ~ 
tet!~:uent not 'only as a penitent to obtain p:s.rdon, bll~ 
to l!lO'_~· r1'at tllere \vas more confiltericy in my conduct 
, _. , I- 1 a 'J' 1 • tnan nl!~ en~ln:es are \VIl 109 to aIIO\\t-. tie,· are plear~\l 

to chlT~;! me w;th h\"roai~v in pretenc1ing to be a \\'hi~~ 
\\,!le~"' I \vas 110i1e. rfhis chargt: is fdlie; I \vas neitilele 

\\ ~)ig nor tory, but:J. prir~ter. I dddi and abhor hypo­
cri[y. I had no more regard fer C~ilcral lIv,rt! or 
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General Clinton, or even Mrs. Lowring or aily other 
of the: chaste nymphs that attended the Fete Champetre" 
alias Mifchianza when I printed in their behalf, than for 
the Congr~fs on ~he day of their retreat. It is pretended 
that I certainly did in my heart incline to the Englifh; 
becaufe I printed much bigger lies :inti in greater nnmber 
for them, than for the Congrefs. This is a moft falfe and 
-l1ojufi infinuation. It was entirely the fault of the Con­
grefs themfelves, who thought fit (being but a new po. 
tentate in the earth) to be much morc modefi .. and keep 
nearer the truth than their advcrfaries. Had a~y of 
them brought me in a lie as big as a mountain it fhould 
have i{fued from my prefs. This gives me an opportu­
nity of 1l1owing the folly as well al malignity of thofe 
who ar~ aCtuated by party fpirit; many of t~em have 
affirmed tbat I printed monftrous Gnd incre.1i~/e lies for 
General Howe. Now pray what harm could incredible 
lies do? The only hurt, I conceive, that any lie can do~ 
is by obtaitling belief, as a truth ~ but an incredible lie can 
~btain no belief, and therefore at leaR mull be perfeCtly 
harmlefs. \\That will thofe cavillers- think,_ if I D-,oul~ 
turn this argument againfi them, and fay that the D10ft 

effeClual way to dilgrace any eaufe is t~ publifh monflrous 
and iilc-redible lies in its favor. In this vi~1\', I have 
not only innocence, but fome degree of merit to plead. ' 

-Ifo\vever, take it which wa}~ you will; there never was ~ 
lie publillied in Philadelphia that c\Juld bear the leaft 
eomparifon with tll0fe publifhed by J · R in 
New-York. This· in my opinion is to be imputed to tbe 
fuperiority not of .the printer, but of the prompter or 
proffii>ters. I reckon Mr .. T to have excelled in 
that br~nch; and probably he h.ad many coadjutors. 
'!v'ljat do you think of 40,000 R=.Jffians, and 20,000 

Moors, which Moors too were faid by Mr. R- . - to 
be dreadful among the \VOrnell? As alfo of the boats bllild. 
ing at the fo:-ks of Monongahela to carry the Congrefs 
down the Ohio to New-Orleans? Thefe were fwingers.­
~A,.s to myfelf and friend H , we cOl1tente(1 our. 
felves with publifhing affidavits to prove that the king of 
F ranee was determined to preferve the fliendfllip that fub-



filled between hi:n and h;s good brl)ther the king of En. 
gJan(J, of whi~h Jl~ has gi\·ell a II,,"',\) jJro:if. h~" entering 
into and communicating his treaty with the Unitul Stat~s 
of A.llerica. UjlOll the , .. -hole I hope the publ: ~ 'villl:~­
tribute my condutl: t not to difaffetlion, but to attlchment 
to my own interefl and defire of gain in my plofeffion; 
a principle, if I mitlake not, pretty general and pretty 
powerful in the prefent day. 

3d1y. I hope the public will confider that I hate beeJ'l :; 
timorOllS man, or, if }1t OU will, a cOlvard, from my 
youth, fo thlt I caflnot fight,---my belly is fo big that I 
cannot run,-and I am fa great a lover of eating and 
diinking that I cantlot ftarve. \Vhen thore three things 
are confidered I hope they ,vi11 fully account for my paft 
conduCt, and procure me the liberty of going on in the 
fame uniform tenor for the future. No juft judgment 
can be fornled of a man's chara8er and condutl unlefs 
e\~ery cirCtlmflance is taken in and fairly attended to; 
I therefore hope that this juflice \vill ~ done in my cafe. 
laIn alfo verily perfuaded that if all thofe who are CO\V­

Rr{ls a~ \\'el1 as myfelf, bllt who are better off in other 
tefpects, and. therefore can and do "m whenever danger 
is near them, \\~ould befriend n~e, I fhould have nco in·con. 
fi(leiable body on nly fide. Peace be \vith the Cong:efs 
an(} the army; I nleatl no refleaions; but tile \~.forld is 
a \\,i<Ie field, a11d I ,villi every body \vould do as they 
wOtlld be done by. Fina1ly, I do hereby recant, dra\v 
back, eat in, and f~v·ali()\v dO,·/n, every \vor(l that i ba\re 
ever fpaken, \\rritten or printed to the prejudice of the 
United States of America, hoping it will not only fa:is. 
fy tIle good ·people in general, but alfo all thote fcatter. 
brained fellows, who call one another out to {hoot pinols 
in tIle air, \vhile they tremble fo much that they cannot 
Ilit tIle .nark. In the mean tilne I will return to labor 
with afliduity in my lawful calling, and drays and intel­
ligence as before fhall be gratefully accepted by the pub .. 
lic's moll obedient humble fcrvant, \ 

BENJAl\lIN TO'VNE~ 

\' Ol .• IV. 
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D E g C RIP T I u N OF TIlE S T ... 1\ T E 

• 

OF 

1.1r E IV -J E R S E 1: 

----_ .• --
AllSWcrs in Part to Mr. Marhois's ~IlStiOllS respecting 

N~v. Jersey. 

I. N ElV. JERSEY is hounded on the north by a line 1 drawn from the North or Hudton's river to the 
bOU11Uar}T of Pellnfylvatlla, fixell about ten }~ears ago 'by 
comn1iffioners appointed from New. York and New. Jerfey, 
and nlarked ill all there late nlal)s. Tl1is litle runs l1ear­
ly wen, and pa{fes about thirty mi!es north uf l\lorris.town 
in Ne\v-Jerfey. 

It is bounded on the ean hy Hudfon's river, from the 
lil1e jtlfi 110W meIltioned to the [ea. 

It is bounded on the fouth by the Atlantic Ocean, froln 
the mouth of lIud[on's river to Cape May, at the month 
of Dela\vare B~.,jY. Arl(l on the \veil by tIle De!a,\9are, to 
tIle l)lace \vllere the firfl: n1entioned line firikes it, bet\\geen 
t\VO and tI1ree }lullclred nliles fronl tIle {ca. 

II. Smith's lIifiory of New. Jerfey is the only publica­
\ion that can ani\'ver the defign of this query. 



.if Des(ription of 

III. Ne\\·.Jerfey confifis of thirteen counties, which, 
be~inning at Cape ~lay on the Dclaw:me Bay, lie in the 
foJI~)-''iin\! orcler: C~ti>C ~ .. Ia\·~ Sa)eln. CUIJlherldtld. G!ou. 
ct:fler, Bllrlitl~tcn, Hut1terd()n. S uffr:x. 1\Iorris, Bergen, 
Ef:l"X. SOll.erf~t" 1\litllilefex. l\·[OI111)Outh.. ·fhe!e coun ... 
Les are fu~u:\·idt:~i lilto to\~llfhips or preci,cl.s. 

Thc:fc! an.: 110 citic:s if} New. Jerre~· .. but Burlin~ton and 
p,arth .. -\tllbo,·, \\-h:ch \\"ere t~\·era))\Jt tile capitals of F~ft . . 
~n,i \\:-dl J=rfey .. as wili be teen by the patents and hiftory 
of the f~tt)~nlent. ' 

The chief ,-iJl3.(!es, or confiderahle pla.ces in New. Jet. 
fev, are Ha(Jdonfic!!(}. i\'lountholl}-, Burdento;\"n, Trenton, 
Pi incetol), BrUllf\\,ick, l\iorrifl()\\'11 .. Sprill~6t:l(1, ,\~ 000. 
brid&!e .. Elizalkth~to\\·n, Ne\\"ark. ll\tckellfack, Pittfio\\~n. 
Cr'\nl~rr~J, Shre\\'lbury, AI)ento\vo, PCl111ington, tUlu 

fOllle ctht:rs of lei's llote. 
Tilt" only ... i\'er of ~ontlderab]e extent in New-Jeffey, 

is the: R,lritall; the t~.\'O branches of l.\,hich paffin~ throllgh 
the Ilorth .. ea!iern "arts of the nate, utlite near t\\1tenty 
miles al10ve Hi unf\vick, and receiving the ~!i)flone and 
fotne otller fnl~ller tlreams, it becomes lla\'tigable about -
t\\PO mlJes abo\"e Brunfwick, and irom thence to Amboy 
bay ~ ttbout t\vent}1t mil~s by \vater, is navigated by {baI. 
lops an(i fnlall ve[eis of Olle hundred or one hundred alld 
tift}1 tons. 

South ri\,t:r paffes through Cranberry, in ~Iiddlefex 
cO~lnt~', and empties itfelf into the Raritan before it reach. 
es ~\'llboy .. 

Black river is a confiderable ftream, paffing through 
1\101 ris county eallward, and empties itfdf into Hudl()l}'s 

• fIver. 
Pdffaic ri\'er pa(fes through Bergen county, and enters 

into tlle ba}~ O))I)ofite to Ne\vark. 1'here are falls 11retty 
ramarkablt: on itlis ri\-er, at the head of the bay, which 
many peoplt: ~o to r~e as a curiofity. 

rrh~rC! arc: nlln~ :J: ~~er fm~\ll rivu~ets, not co~fiderable, 
and man)-" cret:ks (111CI irllcts U))Oll the lea ccafi, atld par .. 
tic'ttdrly ~n the l)a! ailci riv~r of Dela\\:are, IlOl1e of them 
natigable far into th~ country. 

As to mountains, there is a ridge not very high, but 



tommor.1y caUed Ror~y IIit1, which croffes the great ro~d 
from Philadelphia to Nt;\v- \7> ork, al)out five lniles eafi\\"ard 
of Princeton and n)ns from t)!e Ic,uth .. eafl to the north­
\,'efi~ continuin~ abollt tell nliles ~ll length, paffing about 
one mile and a half to the Y~orth of Princeton. T~ough 
there "re no hi!:s pror~r)y fpeakillg, there is a COTltilllled 
ill() gr.~ul)al arcellt Iron. tfJe Dela\\-are to Princ;eton, and 
• gr.d-Ial ucfcent frOll} thence to the ean\v:\rd. There is 
a great ri(lge of ",ountains Ilear and on the hon!lc13.ry be­
tween New-Jerfey and New-York, running chidly from 
eafl to "toefl. 

'fhe treeS are verv variOtlS. .."-s to foreH trees, there are ... 

oaks of '-'lriOtlS kin(ls, 3fh, maple, birch, chefnut. walnut, 
pirle~ locufl. The nlidtlJe and upper parts of the coun­
try rUI, muetl into ti.e fe,\teral kinds of oak, 81\d in the 
)o\\"er parts are tel be found great quantities of pine and 
cedar. 1'he mtliberry tree thrives in moll parts of the 
ftate; an(l it fet!ms remarkably favora~le to fruit trees, 
particularly apples, pears, cherries and peaches, of all 
which there is great abundance. ·fhe viae grows [pon­
taneoufly in many parts, and bears a large blue grape, 
not lillpleafant to eat. 

The produce of the improved farms, is wheat, rye, 
barley, Indian corn, buckwlleat, flax, and hemp. It is 
ufual for farmers to have a fmall piece of land in tobacco; 
but it is oni}' for tlleir o\vn ufe, or that of their fervants ; 
it is not raifed in N'¥l-Jerfey for fale. All the garden 
herbs raifed in France and England, thri\'e ,veIl in New. 
Jerfey; fo probably would vines, if cultivated by perfons 
,\,ho un(ierfiood the bllfinefs. 

Black cattle arF. raifed in New-Jerfey to great advan. 
tage-alfo horfes. There is a particular turtl in the in .. 
habital1ts for raifin~ fine horfes, from the breed imported 
from I~ng)and. There. is alfo a large breed of heavy 
drallght horfes, in thofe parts of the Rate clliefly inhabited 
bv the lo\v Dutch~ 

.I -

IV. The number af inhabitants in New-Jerfey at 
prefellt, is certainly not lefs than two hundred t11oufand. 
Ffhere was all exaU lift of them taken about ten years 
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ago, which win be procured in a fhort time. Th~re are 
n~groes, bllt they are certainly not above one fe,-ellth or 
one tenth part of tIle \,·hole. The negroes are exceed. 
in~l/ well :Jfed, b.!ing fed and clothed as well as any free 
P~"~O(lS who li\·c by daiJy labor. 

,". There is no profdJion of religion which has an ex. 
clufive lera1 dhblilhment.. Some particular churches 
ha\-e charters of illcorporaticn; and probabl}' the)- \\-ould 
not be refurea to a bedy of any dcno:nination. All pro­
feffivns are tot~rated, and aU protefiants are r.aplbJe of 
eleCting and lleing elefied, and in(l~ed ha\'e eve~· pri,~i. 
lege belon~ing to citizens.-l"h~re are in Ne\V.j~rrey, 
Englifh prefb}lterians, Lo\\~ Dutcil prefu} .. terians, epifco­
palian~, baptifls, quakers. The two firft, except the differ­
ence of the national connexion of the one \\·-ith the cllurch 
of ScotJancl, and the other with the church of Holland, 
and the language, are of tIle fame pr:tlcipJes as to doc­
trine. They have the fame \\Porfhip and government, 
and they are by far tbe moil numerous. There is a great 
D1ajorit}· of the prefent legiflature of tllefe t\\'O denomina. 
tions. Formerly the quakers, thou8h Ilot the Illajorit}·, 
had confiderable influence; but fince the late conteil "~ith 
Great-Britain, tIle}' are fewer in nunlber, alld altogeti1er 
witliollt po\ver. 1'the epifcopalians are few. The baptifis 
are prefbyterians in all other refpeC1s, only (liffering ill 

the point of infant baptifm; tlleir political \veight goes the 
fame way Ciq the prdbyterians; their number is finaU. 

VI. There is at Prillceton a college, . \\'hich lla() ori. 
ginallya royal charter, begun in 1748. It is now con .. 
nrrned ill its, privileges, witll fome a!terations al1d inl­
provements, by act of affembly. The charter name of it 
is, the College of New-Jerfey; the name of the building, 
Naf'fau.l-Iall. It \vas ill a flour:filint~ {late before tile war, 
having about one hundred and fifty under ~radllates an~ 
other fcholars; but was entirely defolated, and the houft! 
made a wreck, by the confu1icn of the times-firft by the 
Englilh army, which entirely fcattt:red the fchc1ars, and 
to.ok poffdIion of the hQufe; and aherwards) by the Arne .. 
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rican army making it a barrack and hofpitll. It now be. 
gins to recover, having of under graduates and fcholars 
about fixty.-A print~d account of the college has been 
given to Mr. 1tJarbois before. 

There is C\lfo in N~\\"-Jerfey a college, whore charter 
name is ~een's College, fet t:p by the low Dutch, with 
a particular view to pre1erve their language, and all the 
peculiar cufioms of the chun:h of HoHand. They have 
no building as }:et, but ha\~e carried on their inflrutlion 
fometimes at Brllni\vick, fom·etimes ellc\vhere. 

The College of New-Jerfey is the heft building in the 
nate. Neither ChllTches nor t~urt-houfes are any \\-here 
iumptuous. There is no publlc hcfpital in the flate. 

There are few men of ietters in the nate of New-Jerfey, 
except thofe who belong to Jaw, phyfic, or theolo6}'; and 
many of there profeffions are often taken l1p without a 
liberal education. 1-'he nate confifis almoft wholly of rub­
ftantial farmers. There has been formerly known, efpe­
cially when the quakers had fome power, a pr\:judice 
againft leaming-That prejudice be~ins to wear off. 

There are no turnpike roads. rrhere are natutes for 
the widenefs of the pubiic roads; alfo for repairing, though 
it is generally poorly done-yet from the climate and the 
level pofition of t11e country, the r03ds are exce~lent in 
fummer. The accommodations in taverns are in general 
as good as in an}' {late in America. The great roau fronl 
Philadelphia to Ne\v-York, lies throllgh the Middle of 
New-Jerfey, by Trenton? Princeton, Brunfwick, '\Toed­
bridge, Elizabeth-town, and Newark. 

VII. I cannot at prefent recollett any cufioms pecu­
liar to the flate, or thRt from their Jingularity defen'e notice. 
New-Jerfey was firil peopled by the Low Dutch, at ieaft 
the eallern part of it. Their language is continued there 
as yet, though wearing out. l'hey cire a remarkably 
cleanly people, and frugal. They ufe th~:r Haves and 
other fervants with great humanity, often n('t fcrupling 
white and black to eat together. People from all the other 
Hates are continually moving into ~nd out of this nate, fo 
that there is little peculiarity of manners. 
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VIII. The present state of manufactures, commtrCt'4 
arId extcri';i trade. . 

New-Jerfey being in general fett1ed by farmers, with a 
great equality of rank and even poffeflions, no confidera. 
bIe manufaC\ures are efiablilhc:d in it. There 81 e, ho\y .. 
ever, tradefmen difperfed tlirough it, of allnofl eVtr}~ kind. 
The farmers being frugal and plain in tllt:ir nlanl1ers, al. 
ways made both· Jinen and woolen cloth for tlleir own fa­
milies and their fervants. They have given grt!ater at ... 
telltion to this matter within thefe five Qr fix years that 
the differences with Great.Britain llave ful.l{illed. I be­
lieve it may be depetlded upon, that there is Ilot one in ten 
of the members of the Jegifi.lture of New-Jerfey, who is 
not· clothed in the nlanufaCture of his o\vn family fot the 
greaten part, and many of them have no otl1er clothing of 
any kind. At this time a great quantity of very good 
.cloth is made in the families. SOlne tradefnlen in differ. 
ent places make for fale, but not much. There are forne 
very con-fiderabie _ (lealers in leatller~ and fiil! a greater 
nunlber ill hats. All iron tools are well made lle-re, but 
not for exportation out of the {late. · 

From the fituation of New. Jerfey, there is hardly any 
foreign trade ~arried on direCtly from it. The merchants 
in Trenton, Brunfwick, Burdentown, and feveral other 
places, have boats, fhallops, and other iman veffe1s, with 
which they trade to Phiiadelphia 'Jr New. York. In for. 
mer times lhips might be entered both at Bllrlington and 
Amboy, for any part of the world: but few are fellt 
abroatl-fuch of our mercllants as are concerned in foreign 
trade, being almoft alw{'_ys joined in company with fom~ 
of tIle large cities above mentioned .. 

IX. A notice of the best sea-ports in the statc, and 
ho-w big are the roessels they can receirve. 
\ The beft fea-port in the flate of New. Jerfey is Amboy, 

whicll can receive velfeIs of as great l,urden as Ne\\1- \.,. ork. 
There has never been as }Tet any grc::at forei~11 trade at 
Amboy. The vicinity of New. York has probably been 
a hindtance to it. There are harbors at little Egg-harbor 
and great Egg-harbor, on the coafi of the Atlantic, which 



;be Stille of llt:':iJ. Jersey. 

plivateers and traders r. lYe mad~ a confiderable ur~ of 
. tince the \,; :tr. They cannot receive veffels of great bur. 
dC:ll; bllt t~.: 5 r!!atefi. part of ~hp. trading ve Tels can go in 
there. rfiie f.me is the cafe with the cre«ks on tbe Jer .. 
iey {hore, in the river Delaware. 

. X. A not;'~ of tbe commercial produeti()IJS p~,uliar to 
tbat stak, and !if th(}se objtcts 'Which the inhabitant: 
(Ire oIIligtd 10 draw from Europ~ andJrom other r":rts tU 
the world. 

The proouftions of New. Jerfey; and the fou!"tes of its 
wealth, are grain of every kind, as mention~d under quef .. 
tion third-horfes; cattle, falled beef ~nd pork, and poul. 
try. In times of peace, great quantities of all thefe are 
are fent to the \Vell.Indies, and flax.feed td Europe, 
fhipped however m~re commonly in Philadelphia or New. 
York than any port in New-Jerfey. The city of Phila:. 
delphia reeei \~es a great proportion of its provifions; in~ 
eluding vegetables of every kind, from New-Jerky. The 
foil of that part of New. Jerfey which is oppofite to Phila. 
delphia, is exct.~iingly proper for gardening; and derives 
Illuch of its value (~·om, its proximity to that city. 

The fiatc of New.Jerfey is obliged to draw.from Eu­
rope and other parts, tea, fugar. wine, fpirits. Before the 
·war they purchafed confiderable quantities of Englilh 
cloth, both linen and \vooll!ni becaufe cheaper than they 
,could manufatl:llre it in many inflances, and becaufe ma­
. ny tradefmen -and others had n9t the materials of manU4 
faCture. All articles of finery they mufi: purcbafe if they 
ufc: them--lawns, gauzes, .filks and velvet. . 

XL. The weigbts, me~re',~~ and th~ tDrrency ¥ bard 
mOlley-Some details r~J(jting to th~ exchange 'UJith E". 
rope. 
. 'fhe wtights and tTi~arures now ured in New-Jerfey, 
at¢ the fame as in England, of every kiocl ........ meafures of 
length, folidity, fuperficies, dry and liquid. The moll 
tommon for grain is the bu{hel, which contains eight 
\\t'inchefier gallons, and each gallon two hundred and 
feventy.two and a quarter folid inches. 
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The exchange between New-Jerrey and Europe, is 
carried on almoft l\:holl)· through Philadelphi~ and New. 
York. 

The fiatute currency of money in New-Jerfey is in the 
fame proportion to flerling :is that of Pennfylvania, that 
is, as five to three. A Spanilh milled dollar is, of New­
Jerfey proc1amation money, feven lhillings and fix penee. 
r:rhere was twenty years ago, a curr~ncy or way of reckon­
ing in New.JerJey, co~nlon]y called light money, accor .. 
ding to wllich a dollar \vas eight ihil1ings and eight pence, 
but this feems :!10W to be wholly difufed, or confined only 
to the north-eaftem part of the fiate. The other way of 
reckoning is called proclamation money, which prevails. 

xu. Tht puhlic intomt and expenses. 
The public income of New~Jerfey confitls, fo far as 

is known to me, of taxes annually laid by the aifem­
blies; aI?d is ~reat Or [mall, as they fhall thinl( the exi. 
gencies of tee flate requite. There is in general a great 
difpofition to fave the public money; -indelJ fuch as ill 
many inftances to make inadequate provifion. The fala .. 
ry of the governor was by the aa of fupply, 080ber 1775, 
before the change from a colony to a free ftate, twelve 
hundred pounds, proclamation money; th~ judges of the 
fupreme court, three in nun)ber, had each of· them 01le 

huridred and' fifty the fanle year; all o~her expenfes for 
clerks, &c. were filiall; and the members gf council and 
aifembJy had each eigllt fhillings fot every day's attend.-
anee. T-he delegates in congrefs had at firll t\ven~y fbil. 
lings per day; and dllring the depreciation of the money, 
;[ they made any allowance at the beginning of the year 
becaufe of its h~ flate then, they never made any amends 
for the inefeafed depreciation before the year expired.-!. 
As to this and aU fuch matters, they may be feen mote 
.fully frOtll the printed la\vs, \\lhich I believe may be pur­
chafed of Ifaac Coilins, printer to the fiate, in Trenton. 
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XJll. The measurts taken with regard 10 tbt tstatn 
and possessions oJ'tbe rtbcis, commonly called tories. 

1'hey 11a\1e been all foid off j'l perpetuum, and are now 
in poJTeffion of the new proprie~ois; the debts upon them 
to fait:lful fubjeCts, having been firfi difcharged. 

XI\T. The marine and na'Dlgati01l. 
There are flO veffels ~·hatever belonging to the ftate of 

New-Jerfey. There are privateers \Vh,? have commiffions, 
which fail from the ports on the coaft, af on the enemy's 
lines. There is an admiralty court eftablifhed for the 
~ondemnation of prizes.-As to merchant alips, fee the 
anfwer to queftion eighth. ' 

K\T. .11 notice,!! the mir.cs, and other srdJterranealS 
riches. 

There are fome very \'aluable iron mines in Ne\v. 
Jerfey, in Morris and Suffex counties. Some companies 
in England were cancerned in working fome of thefe 
mines before the war. It was fufpe8ed fome years ago, 
that there were cQPper mines in New-Jt:rfey: but no trial 
hitherto made has fully fucceeded-fome gentlemell loft 
their fortunes in the attempt. 

It is not known whether there are any coal mines or 
not, as people every where burn wood. 

XVI. . Some tamples of the mines, 11IZd of the extra. 
ordinary stones; in short, a notice of all that can illcreas~ 
the progress 0)(" human knowledge. 

Iron ore is fo very common, that it cannot be fuppofed 
to be an objet! of curiofity. I have heard of and feen 
Conle pieces of black matter, that was raid, when (\ilfolv. 
ed ill water, to be exceedingly good ink. If this or any 
other curiofity can be obtained by enquiry, they filall be 
forwarded.-There is very good mlrl in fome parts of 
New-Jerfey, to the ealhvard.-1'here is no limeftone in 
the parts of New. Jerfey' where I have been, but probably 
there is fome in Su[ex.-1'here are ill feveral places of 
New-Jerfey, fugar-maple trees, whence the country peo. 
pIe draw fugar for their own nfe, as in the back parts of 
New .Ham pfhire anc T.T ennont. 
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XVD. A «scription of lIN lndians tSlslJlishtd in 
the staleS, "ifort the Eur()~nn stUI:mtnIS, and of thost! 
'Who art still Tmlaining. An indicatitm 0./' Ik huiian 
1MIIUmmls tliSC(lf}cr~ in tbat slale. 

The Indians and their manner of life, are defcribei in 
foveral books, much better than I can do i!, who was ne­
ver among them. And ind~ by comparing together aU 
that I have ever heard or rEad, it appears that the ch!lrac­
teriftic features of the Indians of North-Ameri~a, are the 
fame which have diftinguifhed ravages in all parts of the 
world, and wherever difcovemi--gravity and fullennefs 
of deportment, love. of hunting and war-that is teS fay, 
depredation; ferocity t6 their captives, lazinefs and aver .. 
fion to ha~itual ~abor~ tyranny over the female fe~, par. 
five courage, and, if it may be called fo, aah~e cowardice, 
and ftrong paffions both of laLling gratitude and unextin-
guifhable refentment. . 

The chief..thing that a philofopher can learn from the 
Indians in New-Jerfey is, that perhaps the mofi compltte 
experiment bas lleen made here bow they would agree 
with cultivated life. At the time when the Indians fold 
and ~onJirmed the lands to -the fettlers, at their own re. 
qu~n, a traa of land was purchafed for them to live in 
the heart of the colony, in Burlington county, of three 
lhoufand acres and more, which was fecured to them by 
law. They had a village built, and a hoU'fe of worfhip 
and a minifief~ an~ every peffible encouragement given 
them to cultivate the land, and carry on trades; yet, af. 
ter all, they were fo far frOln inc-reafing ill numbers Of 

improving in induftry., that at different times feveral of 
them went back into the woods, and the remainder d\vin­
died away, fo that there are few of them now left. On 
the whole it does not appear, that either by our people 
going among them, or by their being brought among us, 
that it is poffible to give them a relifh of ~ivilized lite. 
There have been fome of them educated at this college, 
as well as in New.England; but feldom or never did they 
prove either good or ufeful. - - --

- -
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A FEW 

REF It E C T ION S 

Humbly submitted to the Consideration of the Public in 

general, and in particlliar to the Congress of the Uni .. 

ud St{Jtt~. 

• ••• 

T HOUGH the following refleaions come from aQ 
individuaJ citizen, no way conne8:ed with public 

bufinefs, I hope they Will be read with candor and atten. 
tion. All good cond'lCl: proceeds from certain radical 
principles i and retired theoretical perfons certainly Inay 
judge as well, perhaps they often judge better, of thofet 

than ruch as are engaged in the bufile and hurry of an ac­
tive life, or occupied ill the management of particular af. 
fairs. Another circumfiance which encourages me in 
this hope is, that I intend to offer nothing but what fhaH 
be even beyond the imputation of proceeding, either from 
party attachment or mercenary views. 

When'the Federal conftitution was agreed on t it was 
the fervent defire, and I may fay the earneft prayer of rna .. 
ny, ~hat it might take place, and get into operation with 
quietnefs, and under the acquiefcence and approbation of 
the public. 1'his I think we may fay~, has llapl)il}, been tile 
cafe fo far as we have yet proce"eded. The perfons chofen 
to fill the houfes of Congrefs,' have been genc~rally ap­
proved. Perhaps tome fiates, in a few infianct~s, might 
have made a better choice; but upon the whole, there is 
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little reafon to comp~ain. I remember ~o have heard a 
gentleman well acquainted with the ru~.jea, fay ~r the for. 
mer Congrefs which condufie(l the war, that he had ne'-er 
known a tinle ill \vhich it (ljd not contain a grrat pluralitv 
of men ofintegrity, and of thofe a very refpe8abJe num­
ber of difiingu;filed abilitits. I hope and belie,-e that 
this is the cafe at pref~nt i and may it alw dl"S continue to 
be fo. 

The meafures taken by Congrefs in their JaR remon, 
b:\Ve in general given fatisfaa:on. I am not ignorant 
that there hive beell rome revere, and in 011 opiniOtl ~. 
tulant and infolent remarks made upon the falaries fixed 
for public officers, and the compenfation 3.liowed lor the 
attelldance of' members of CongrefS, e~oeciall}· tIle laft. 
I am of opinion, howe,·er, that they are both reafonable, 
and the laft at lean as reafollabJe, if 110t more i~, than the 
firll. I J10pe few ~rfons \\pill e\-~r be in t:Otlgrefs, \\'bo, 
de\·oting their timo to the pllhlic fervice, may not well 
deferve the compenfalion fixe\.l for them, iron} tlleir cha .. 
rsC\:er and talents. And if tlley h3ve lucrative prl\f~f­
lions, or valuable private fortunes, thtle mun be deferted 
for a time, and probably a lofs inCllrretl greater than the 
whole wages. I fhOll}d alfo be rOrr}' to llear of any nlem· 
ber of Congrefs \vho became rich by the ravings abo\·e his 
~xpenre. I know very \vell, that there have beell Con .. 
grels Olen and affembly men too, who have carried h?me 
confiderable rums from lefs \vages; bat they were ftlCh 
generall}r as did more good to their fanlilies by their penu­
TJT, than to their COUlltry by tht:ir poliiical \\-ifdoOl. 

I come now to what I ~hie6y intended by this lhort 
dray. l\Iuch time of the laft feffion was fpent in debates 
tlpon fixing a place for the permanent refi,Jence of Con­
grers, and building a federal city, rrilat nl:ltter was un· 
der the confideration of the former Congref~, and \\:as fix­
ed and unfixecl I believe more tllan once. It al\\1ta\-s oc· 

• 
cafiolled great altercation; nor \\"lS it poffible to tell \\ .. hen 
it was fealed; for whenever Congrefs changed its mem­
bers, or tIle nlem~rs cllallge(l tht-ir opinlOllS, evet~~ t:lillg 
that hac} been dnlle \\",lS lln\lo,lc~ Iil tIle JaIl mt'cltllg of 
the federal Congrefss it feems to have been finally deci. 
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ded; but, either bv accident or the adllrefs of iome \V~o 
~ 

were oppofed tn the decifion, it was thrown open again, 
alld is no,,, left as unlcttled as ever. I have llot met with 
any body who was forry, but with many who were happy 
at this circumtlance i anli I fince~ly wit1! that it may be 
fufferec:l to Deep in its prdent li!uation at lean for a confi. 
dc:r-.lble time1 and till fome otiler b\Jfinefs of greater alld 
nlore confeffed importance fhaU be completdy fininl~d. 
I am no\\' to give n1y reafolls for this opinion • .-

1. _\ determin~tion upon that fubjetl is not ~c~ssary. 
'\~hen I fay it is not nece[31J~, I mean that \\"e are not 
urged to it by any preffing inconveniencies or injuries 
which we have fufren:d or are fuffering for want of it. 
Every body mull own that it would be very expeniilte ; 
anc} indeecl I am 011e m}'[c:lf, who, if it \vere to be done at 
all) and there were buil\iings to be erefied Wllich fllould 
not belong to any flate, but to t!le union, wou)tl ,villi· that 
they fbould be not barel}' elegant, bllt magnificel1t, that 
they lnight not derogate from the dignity of the empire. 
rrhis is not even contraqw to the general rrinciple of eco­
no:ny; for it has been obferved that [onle of' the mofl: fru­
gal nations llave been moll fumptuous in their public edi. 
fices1 of \vhich the ftadthouie at .. '\mUerdam :s an example. 
Therefure, if the neceflity were great, if the public bufincfs 
could not be carried on, nor tile public authority main­
tained \\.lithQut 1t, I fholll<l be for iubtnitting to every in­
convenience-I \vould llot be deterred even by the expenfe 
itfelf. But is this really the cafe? Does it appear to be 
nece{fary from the nature of the: thing? No. 1"he weight 
and influence of any deliberative or legifiative body, de­
pend much more on the: wifdllm of their lneafures. than 
the fplendid ap:trtments in which they are afl'embled. 
Does it appear to be neceifary from experience or the e!o.­
ample of other nltions? I think not. I C311 hardly re· 
celieCt above one or two of the kingrloms or flates of Ell­
rOlle, in which the capital is celltral; and as to confede­
ratc:d republics, {olne of tllenl Ilave no COl11111011 capital 
at all. The S\\!>ils CantOt1S Ilave 110 federal city.rl'he 
diff:rent flares of \vhich t!lis Iafl confills, Ila\·e for ages, 
\~then the~· had occafion to meet for ~omnlO:l COllfultation, -
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held their Diets in different places. But we need go no 
further than our own experience. Did not the former 
Congrefscarry on the. war with Great.Britain, defend and 
fecure the liberties of the United States, without a federal 
city ? Was the want of it greatly or deeply felt as an in­
convenience? I do llot recolleCt a fingle complaint made 
in fpeech or writing upon the fubjeCt. 

1. It can be but little profitable. The truth is, when 
l.attempt to recolleCt and enumerate the advantages to bet 
derived from a federal city, in a central place, yet thinly 
inhabited, I find them very few and very fmall. If the 
American empire come to be one conrolidated govern", 
ment, I grant it would be of fome confequence that the· 
feat of that government and fource of authority fhould not 
be too diftant from the extremities, for reafons which I 
need not here mention. But if the particulr..r flates are tc; 
be preferved and fupported in their conftitutional govern .. 
ment, it feems of very little confequence where the Con­
grefs, confining of reprefentatives from thefe fiates, fhall 
hold their feffions. There is not only little profit in their 
being fixed and centra), but perhaps fonle advantages 
might arife fronl their being unfixed and ambulatory. This 
laft feerns to be more fuitable to the equality of rights of 
the feveral {lates. It is far from being an impoffible fup .. 
polition, that the {late on which Congrefs fhould be fixed~ 
would think itfelf entitled to a leading, if not a domineer­
ing influence over the other {lates. As to eafinefsof accefs, 
fuch is the nate of this country , lying along the fea eoall, 
ana having fo many navigable rivers, that any city what­
ever on the coaft or great rivers is eafily aeceffible; and the 
difference of diftance, efpecially when the payment is tQ 
be in proportion to,the difiance, is not \vorth mentioning. 
It is farther to be oblerved, that though buildings may be 
immediately raifed for the accommodation of Congrcis, 
yet a great city, or a city of opulence and commerce, 
could not be raifed for a long tra~ of time-. It is even 
uncertain whether the bare refidence of Congrefs during 
t~eir annual feffions (which it is to be hoped in a few years 
will be but iliort) independent of other cireumtlances, 
will ever raife a great commercial city at all. The Hague, 
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though the refidence of the nadtholder, is. far from being 
the lar~fl, moll populous, or mofi wealthy city in Hol­
iC1nd. Now I !lumbly conceive~ that if not refidence in~ 
vet nearnefs to {orne important co!nm:rcial city or cities, 
will be found to be abfolutely necefiary for tranfatlions re .. 
lating to money or finance: fo that, if the advantages and 
difadvantages of a federal city on the propofed plan arc 
fairly weighed, the latter ~'ould preponderate. 

3. There is reafon to fear t~t it may be very burtfu]. 
Nothing is of f~ much confequence to us at prefent as 
union; and nothing is fu much the defire of aU unpreju­
diced, public-fpirited and virtuous men. The federal coo­
ftitution is but ne\v. 'It is, we hope, taking place; bllt 
cannot yet be faid to have taken root. It will, from the 
nature of things, take fome time before it can acquire the 
refpeCl: and veneration necelfar, in eve!)' government from 
the body of the people, who are alwa}1ts guided by feeling 
and habit, more .than by a train of reafoning, however 
conclufive, Now, is there no reafon to fear that the dif. 
putes upon this fubjeCl may produce warmth and violence, 
and perhaps an alienation of mind in fome fiates againft 
others, very prejudicial to public order? The moil trifting 
fubjeB:s of difpute have fometimes created dh·ifions both 
in larger and fmaIler political bodiea, which have ended 
in common ruin. If I am rightly infornled, the difpute. 
\vhich have already taken place in Cotlgrefs upon this rub. 
jeCt, ha\"e been carried on \vith greater virulence of tern. 
per and acrimony of expreffion, than upon any other that 
has been under their deliberation. This is not to be won. 
dered at; for it iiindeed of ruch a nature, that it has a 
llearer relation to nate -attachments and local prejudices 
than any other that can be named. Perhaps in ruch a 
queftioll it is l;;wful, c!ecent, and even neceffary, to plead 
the local interefi of particular nates; and therefore it is 
to be expeCted that every delegate will contend \\' ith ear· 
nefinels for that of his own. At any rate, whatever often- . 
fible public reafons may be devifcd by a fertile invention, 
all unprejudiced hearers will believe that it is local at­
tachment that guides their judgment, and inflames thei~ 
'VOL~ IV. 3 G 
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aal. The on]y ure that it is neceifary for me to make 
of ruch a remark, is to ihew that the contention and ani. 
mofity railed by this difpute will probably ex.tend itfelf to 
every other, and that it will not be confined to the conten­
ding members in C~ngrefs, but wiJl fpread itfelf through 
a11 the Rates, whore caufe they plead, and whofe intereft 
they ftem to efpoufe. This is one of thofe quefiions that 
had m'och better be decided wrong by general confent, 
than decided right by a fman majority, without convinc· 
ing or fatisfying the opponents. 

4- In the Ian place, it is certainly at lean unscasona· 
hie. Though it were poffible juRly to anfwer all the ob. 
je8ions I have fiated above, I mull fiill fay, there is a 
time for every thing under the fun. ..11 meafure may be 
good in itfelf, and even neceffary in a qualified fenfe, 
yet if there be another duty incumbent upon the fame 
body, that is better and more nece[ary, this furely ought 
to have the precedence ill point of time. Now, I think 
it cannot be denied, and all intelligent perfons in the 
U oited States feem to be of opinion, that bringing order 
into our finances, refioring and efiablifhing public credit, 
is the mon important builnefs whic~ the Congrefs has 
to do" I~ is alfu the moil: urgent in point of time; be .. 
elure ill the interval, many public creditors are in a fitu­
ation truly deplorable, whereas I can think '1£ nobody 
that is fuffering much for want of a federal city. rrhe 
t\VO defigns are alfo ,,:onneCted together as caufe and effeCt ; 
and I need not tell any body which of thefe ought to go 
foremofi. ~"'hat a romanti~ projeCt will it be to fix on 
a fituation, ancl to form plans for building a number of 
palaces, before we provide money to build them with, 
or even before we pay thofe debts which we have already 
contraCted? This is a matter in which not only all the 
titizens of America, thofe who are, and thofe who are 
not, publ~c cre\.iitors, are deeply concerl1ed, but on which 
will depend our future fecurity, our intereft and influ­
ence among foreign nations, and even the opinion' that 
filaU be fornied of us by pofterity itfelf. · 

Thefe few refleCtions, not enlarged upon as they 
~ight eafily have been, nor fwelled or exaggerated by 
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pompous declamation, but fimp1y and nakedly pro~ 
fed,-I leave to the judgment of the impartial public; 
and remain, . 

Their moft obedient, 

Humble fervant t 

x. Y. 
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ON THE 

GEORGIA 

CONsrITUTION. 

---•• £ 

SIR, 

IN your paper of Saturday laft, you have given u~ the 
new Conflitution of Georgia, in which I find the fol. 

lowing refolution, "No clergyman of any denomination 
fhall be a member of the General Affembly." I would 
be very well fatisfied tl:at fome of the gentlemen who 
have made that an effential article of this conftitution, or ' 
\\-ho have inferted and approve it in other conftit"oltions, 
\vould be pleaftd ttl explain a little the principles, as well 
as to afcertain the meaning of it. 

Perhaps we underftand pretty generally, what is meant 
oy a clergyman, viz. a perfon regularly called and fet 
apart to the miniftry of the gofpel, and authorifed to preach 
and adminifier the facraments of the Chriftian religion. 
Now fulfer me to aSk this quefiion; Before any man 
among us was ordained a minifier, \vas he not a citizen of 
the United States, and if being in Ceorgia, a citizen of the 
nate of Gecrgia? Had he not then a right to be elefled a 
member of the aIrembly, if qualified in point of proper: 
ty? Ho\v then has he loll, or \\·hy is he depri\·ed of tllis 
right? J s it by offence or dill1ualification ? Is it a fin againfi 
ths pulllic to become a minifier? Does it merit that the 
perron who is guilty of it fhould be immediatc:)y depriveq 



ef one of his mon important right3 as 1 citizen? Is not 
this inftitling a penal:y which always fuppofcs an offence? 
Is a mininer then difquali6ed for the office of a fenator or 
l"eprefentative? Does this calling and profeffion render 
him ftupid or ignorant? I am inclined to form a very high 
opinion of the natural underfianding of the freemen and 
freeholders of the nate of Georgia, as \vell as of their im­
provement and culture by education, and yet I am not 
able to conceive, but that fome of thofe equally qualified, 
may enter illto the clerical order: and then it mull not 
be unfitnefs, bot fonle other reafon that produces the ex­
elufion. Perbaps it may be thought that they are excluded 
from civil authority, that they may be more fuHy and con· 
fiant1y employed in theW- fpiritucU funtlions. If this had 
been the ground of it, hOlY much more proper~y would it 
bave appeared, as an orJer of an ecclefiaflical.bcxly with 
l'efpetl. to their own members. In that cafe I fhQuld not 
only h~ve forgiven, but approved and jufiified it; but in 
~he way in whicl) it now flands, it is evidently a punifh­
ment by lors of privilege, inflicted on thoie who go into 
~he oftice oftbe miniftry; for which, perhaps, the gentle­
men of Georgia may have good reafons, though 1 h~ve not 
been able to difcover them. 

But befides the uncertainty of tee princip1e on which 
this refolution is founded, there feems to me muc~ uncer­
tainty as to the meaning of it. How are we to determine 
who is .or is not a cJergyman: Is he only a clergyman 
who bas re.ceiTed oreJipatioll from thore who ba\'e derived 
the right by an uninterrupted focceffion from the apolUes ? 
Or is he alfo a clergyman, ~ho is fet apart by the impo. 
fition of hands of a body 9£ oth~r clerg},mao, by joint au. 
thority? Or is he aIfo a clergyman \vho is ret apart by the 
church members of his own fo~iety ~ without any impofi­
ti.on of hands at all? Or is he alfo a clergyman who has 
exhorted in a methodift f9ci~ty, or fpoken in a quaker 
meeting, or any other religious a!fembly met for public 
worfhip? There are ftill greater difficulties behind :-ls 
the clerical charaCler indelible? There are fome \vh!> have 
been ordained who occafionally perform fome clerical 
f 1.!1,lions, but have no panoral charge at all. There arc . . 
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rome who finding pub1ic fpeaking injurious to health, or 
from other reafons eafily conceived, Ilave refigned their 
panoral charge, and wholly difcontinued all aas and exer­
cifes oftl:at kind; and there are jome, particu1arJy in New­
England, who having exercifed the clerical office fome 
time, and finding it lefs fuitable to their talents than 
they apprehend, have voluntarily relinquifhc:d it, and 
taken to fome other profe ffion , as law, phyfic, or mer­
cllandize-Do there all continue c]er~ymen, or do tiler 
ceafe to be clergymen, and by that ceffation return to, or 
recover the honoral)le privileges of laymen? 

I cannot help thinking that thefe difficulties are very 
confiderabie, and may occafioo. much litigation, ii the ar­
ticle of the confiitution fiands in the loofe, ambiguous 
fornl in which it now appears; and therefore I would re­
commend the following alterations, which I think will 
make every thing definite and unexceptionable. 

U No clergyman, of any denomination, {hall be capable 
of being eleCted a member of the Sellate or Houfe of Re­
pre1entatives, becaufe [here infert the grounds of offenfive 
d~fqualification, which I have not been able to tlifcover J 
Provided always, and it is the true intent and meaning of 
this part of tIle conflitlltion, that if at any time 11C iliall 
be cumpletely deprived of tIle clerical Cllarac.ter by thofe b}1 
whom he \\'as invefled \vith it, as b}' dtpofition fur ~llrfing 
an<l fwearing, druIlkennefs or uncleannefs, he fhall tllen bt: 
fully refiored to all the privilrges of a free citizen; llis 
offi!!lce alall no nlore be remetllbere{i againll l!in1; but 
he may be chofen either to the Senate or Houfe of Repre­
fentatives, and ilIa1} lJe treate<l ,vith all the refI1eEl due [0 

his !;1·~!lJre'f:) the other nlt:nlbers of AtTembl;·. 
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.. te 

SIR, 
, 

IT is nly intention, by your p~rfQiffio:l and affifhn:e 
to atte:nllt the in!lru8:ion an,i entertainment of the 

public GI1Ce 3 month, on nliiceJ!atleOus fubjet1s. This 
letter fhlll i~r\"~ as the firll plper, and fhall be an intra­
duct:ioll to thole that are to follo\v, b~p pointi!lg out the 
fpirii .lnJ ddi~n of the und~rtJ.kiiig, and the plan upon 
\w-hich it is to be COl1duttfli. 

'file title \t~llicll 1 11~\·e aiTume(l, \vas not illtended to 
carry anj· \vir in it~ and indeeJ not mllch ineallin~, fur­
ther tllan \\phat is coo'mon to all n~lll~S, the diit:n{:lion 
of one thing or perl~n from another. It proved a mat­
ter of no little clifiiculty to fix upon a titlet af,er 10 great 
a \?t3riety as the \\-orJd has feen, tinct:! the pratlice of ~. 
riodical eff.lYs was firll introduced. ...-\lier a gooJ dc!al 
of ddiherati0n on a matt~r of \'ery little moment, the 
above was fug;efied, by the place which is now, and IS 
likely to be, my rdidence, while I continue on ear!h. 

·VOL. IV~ 3 H 
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It is a imaU but neat haufe, in 3. plet!.fant, retired fituati .. 
on, furrounded with woods, in all the fimple majefiy or 
their uncultivated fiate. Neither was it unfuitable to my 
time of life, the age of fifty, a cool and contenlplative fea­
fon, when men of education or bufinefs have generally feen 
as mIlch of the worid as fatisfies their curiofity, and ena­
bles them to underfland well enough what is paffing in it; 
fo that they have neither ntceffity nor indination to mix 
again in its a8ive rcenes, 

J was born and educate1 in Great.Britain, and bad all 
the advan tage I could recei\le from a long rcJidence in 
one of the moil celebrated feats of It:arning in that happy 
kingdom. The prime al1d vigor of life I ipent in the 
midft of public bufillefs, and ha(l a thorough kno\vledge 
of the greatefi par~, and perrona1 intimacy \vith not a 
few, of the perfons mofi diftinguifhed in rank, politics, 
or literature, for the lilfi thirt}' years. From wllat cir. 
cumJlances, or \vith \vhat vie\\'s, I came into this coun. 
try, it is of no confequence for the r~ader to kno\v; fuf. 
fice it therefore to fay, tllat I was not tranfported by Sir 
John Fiel(li"g, but came of IUY 0\\'11 prop~r nlotion and 
free choic~; alld in(leed have never met \vith any thing 
in palling !hrough lite, that COtl1d be fuppofed either to 
four the temper, or break the vigor of the mind. There 
are net a few who, towards the clofe of life, acquire a 
fettled hatred or contempt of mankind, and feern difpo .. 
ted ~o avenge their own real or fuppofed calamities on 
the world in general, by tIle acrimony of their converfa· 
tion, and the virulent latire of their writings. Produc­
tions diaated by illCh a fi)irit, have of tell, it mull: be 
('wl'1ed) ruch a poigrlant fevt!rity, as deeply wounds the 
object of their rert:ntment, and yet, I think, feldom adds 
to the relifh of thole for whom the entertainment is pro­
vided. 

It has been generally fuppofed, that ratire and invec­
tive is the \vay of ,,'riting, of all otllers, Inofi agreeable to 
the public; anti the reafon giver, for it is very little to the 
credit of human nature, viz. The prevalence of envy 
and malignity in the bulk of mankind. Had I been or 
this opinion, I would have tautioufly avoided introducing 
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tIle fer..timent, at lean fo foon, as .. it would have been but a 
lloor compliment to that very public, whole attention I 
mean to folicit, and vihote iln provement I \vifh tv I)Tl)mote. 
I cc)nfefs that a thorough kno\vlt!dge of the world, !111d ex­
teafive reading in hiflory, have often produced mean 
thoughts of human nature. \Ve fee fometimes old hack. 
neyed politicians dircover a jealoufy of the charaCters, 
antI an indifference to the fufferings of others, \\·hich fur­
prifes and offends men of lets experience, who are there­
fore often laughed at for their weaknefs. This, in fome 
inftances is the miilake of the obferver, while the coolnelS 
and compofure of fpirit, the del iberate and fdf-collected 
carriage, which is the etfea of time, is faifely called a cal. 
lous or unfeeling difpofition. But where the remark is 
jnft, and a real and general hatred of others has obtained 
full dominion, it would not be fo decent to infer from it, 
that mankind are univerfally \vorthlefs or incorrigible, as 
to impute it to the felfilh meannefs of that heart in which 
it had taken place. 

It is very common for authors to go to in extreme · 
on tIle one hand or on the other, in fpeaking of hurnan 
llature. Thofe philofophers who fpeak. of it in fuch 
exalted ~erms as to contradict the truths of religion, have 
prefent experience and the hinory of pafi ages direCtly 
againfi: them. The moft inufir~ous perfons in the re· 
cords of time, ha\ye derived the greatefi part of tlleir 
lufire itfelf, either from the fingularity of their character,. 
or, which is nearly the fame thing, from the depravity of 
others, who needed their affifiallce for intlruaion or cor. 
reCtion. It was fmartly, at leaft, if not juftly raid, by an 
author not many }'ears ago, that the wifClom oflegiflators, 
and tile admirable policy of nates, and even the purity 
moral precepts, are jufl: fuch arguments for the dignity 
of human nature as gibbets are. There, is, doubtlefs, no 
fmall degree of error, ignorance, p.redjudice and corrupti­
on to be found among men ; but thefe, when properly 
viewed, ferve rather to denlonfirate the importan~e and nee 
ceffity of information and illfiruc.1:ion~ There are not 
ollly' particular infiallces in ~·hich the human nlind has 
9.ifc.o'(ere~ the moft exalted virtue ~s well as amazing pOW ~ 



ers, but the humln race in general, with all its defetls, 
is certainl}' the noblefi anti moO: valuabJe in this ]o\\?er 
\vorld, an(! tllerefore the moO: \\~orthv of cultivation. To 
this may be added, that there is no circumQance in which 
there is a more manifefi dillinclion bet\\!een man and the 
inferior creatures, than that the individual is more helplefs 
as \\7el! as the kind more nol)le; ar}(1 therefore the inter­
courfe of fociety and Jl1utual affifiance is abfolutely necef. 
far}' to his iI11provement and perfeaion. 

But tllis is perhAps treating tile fllbjecl: in too abfiraCl: 
and philofophicai a manner, whicll I \\lel1 kno\v is not 
much to the tafie of the prefent age. The importance 
()f kno\vledge, and the po\ver of intellectual light, \\till 
be readily confdfed. The quefiions to be ferioufly de. 
bated with himfelf by an author, at his firfl: fetting out, 
are, 'Vhat encouragement he has to devote hil11felf to 
the public fervice? and, what reafon to think he hath 
any thiilg to communicate that is \vorthy of the public 
attention? Now, as to thefirst ofthefe, it is my opinion, 
that though error, prejudice, and l)artiality, are very uni. 
verfal, that is to fay,- they have place in fonle degree in 
many perfons of every ral1k, age, and country; yet tlleir 
influence in each has, properly fpeaking, but a fJarro\v 
{phere. Truth is much fironger than them all. They 
fhew themfelves chiefly in the fmaner interefis of particu. 
lars; but there is a candor and impartialit}T in a diffiufi\yc 
public, which may be in a great meafure depended I1pon, 
and \vhich will poth hear trutll a11d obey it. l"here is not 
perhaps a man in that public, bllt l1as nlal1Y prejudices and 
prepoffeffions; but tllefeare confined \vithin certain bounds, 
like the fphere of attraCtion of particular bodies, round 
himfe1f: when you go beyond that fphere, they are not 
felt, or they are felt very \veakly. "fhere is an oblerva­
tion I have fometimes ma(le, which I do not remember 
to have read in ally atlt11or, btlt \vhich, if jufi, fil0l11d 
teach every man to re,'ere the pul,lic judgment. TIle 
remark is, that I can fcarcely recolleCt any perfon well 
and intimately known to me, whore performances, either 
in fpeaking or writing, had oeen exhibited to the world 
~r any time, of whofe talents and erudition tpe great plu. 
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rality did not judge exa8:1y in the fame manner" that I 
did myfelf. If they do janice to t!\'ery other perron, why 
fhoultl I dOllbt their doing it to me? Ignorance, preju­
dice, malice, or accident~ nlay Ilave fOlne influence at 
.jirfi; but their efft:8:s are merely temporar)', and are 
fpecdily effaced. :rime is a diligent enquirer, and a jult 
judge. I could almoft fay the fame thing of a man's moral 
chara8:er, under t\VO exceptiorlS ~ If }'OU go beyond the 
bounds of local politics, and abfira8: entirely from religi­
ous differences, every nlan is fIJoken of prelt}? nearly as 
he de~erves. I am 1ufficiently a\\lare that there are par­
ticula~ exceptions to this general theory, but I have not 
now time to enter upon them; and therefore thall leave 
them till they fall in my way !n the diicu1fion of fuch rub. 
jeCts as fhall be undertaken in my future papers. 

As to the second point, whether I have any thing to 
communicate that is wortc! y of t~e public attention? It is 
plain from the appearance t,f this paper, that I l1ave a!­
ready juclged of it fo far as tl' mal{e the attempt; it is 
therefore too late for me, and too early for tIle reader, 
to take that matter into cOl1fideration. I filall, ho\vever, 
mention briefly the plan \vhich I mean to f~llo\v. The 
general fubje8: of thefe papers Thall be the philofophy of 
human nature and of human ii "e; I would willingly join 
fciellce and refleCtion to experience ancI obfervatioil. I~i­
tctattlre ;l.11d morals, arts and indufiry, fl)all be my chief 
themes; and llnder one or otller of tJlefe, every tllirlg 
may be introiiuced, that can in tIle leafi contribute to the 
llappillefs of focial or l1rivate life. ! n1ufi beg the reader 
to obCerve, that in handling all there fubjetls, I 1ha~1 have 
a particular view to the nate and interell of this rifing 
country- As in )lout~·~ tIle l1unlan frame \vears its lcveliefi 

. fornl ; as tIle [pring is the mon charming ieafon of the re .. 
VOIV!l~g ;lear : fo, a COu~ltry new1y plallted, and every day 
aCiVa[lCillg to a maturer fiate, affords tIle higheO (leI~ght to 
a COl1tell!plative philo{opher~ ancl is, at tJle fame time, tIle 
ilrOljgefl illvitatioll to activit}, and 11fefulnefs. 

I ali] fet~fible tllat fome w ill think the prelent an j.npro. 
r1er fear on for beginning 0'11 fo extenfive a !11an. They \viII 
4ily the tiDle calls not for f ~e'~llation but atlion. Our itl-4 _ 
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acquiring but by governments ()f pro\-inces, which I.ned 
generally but one year, and feldoll more than two. 

In what I have already f.lid~ or may fay, or any cafes I 
may fiAte, I hope e\"ery gentleman will cio me the juftice 
to believe that I hale not !oe nloll di!lant view to panicular 
p~dons or focieties. and mean only to redon from the ufual 
courfe of things. and the preju\lices infeparable from men 
~s filch. And can \ve help fa~-in~, that there will be a much 
~reater degree. not only of the corrupt!on of particular per-
{on!:, but the defeClion of particular provinces from the pre­
fent confederacy, if the\~ confid~r our fucters itfclf as Oll)~ . - ~ 

a prelude to contefl of a more dreadful nature, and indeed 
• 

much more properl}r a ci\·il .\~~r than tilat \\~hich now often 
obtains the tl:lme : l\Iutl not fman colon::s in particular 
be in danger of iaying, we mull fecure nurfeh-es ? H the 
colonies are independent {lates, ieparate and difunited, 
'l~er this war, we rna}- be fure of coming oft" by the \vorfe. 
\\.1 e are in no condition to contend with feveral of them .. 
O~lr trade in general, and our trade \vith them, muft be 
lIpon fuch terms as they fhall be pleafed to prefcribe.­
\Vhat will be the confequence of thi~? \\fPUI they not be 
ready to prefer petting themfelves under th~ protetlion oi 
Grt;at .. Bri~ain, France or i-lolland, rather tllan" fubrrlit to 
the t}'ranny of their l-leigllbors, \\-ho \\-ere lately their 
equals? ~or would it be at all impoffihle, that they fhould 
entei into ruch raUl engagements as \\"oul~ prolle their uwn 
ddlrucHon, from a mixture of apprehendc:d neceffity and 
real re[(!ntment. 

Perhaps it may be thought that breaking off this confe­
derac}F, and leaving it lltlfinifIled after \ve ha\ye entered 
up::a ~t, will be only poOponing the duty to fome future 
period? Alas, nothing' can ~xceed the abfurdity of that 
:fuppofitio!l. v" . .:s not all hiltory cr}~ Ollt, that a common 
danger is the great and only effeCtual means of fettling 
difficulties, and cumpofinJ difl:~r~nces. Ha,"e we not ex .. 
perienced iL efficacy in producing furh a degree of union 
thtt)!lgll tllefe colonies, as 11011Ch1Y "loulcillave prol)heficd, 
anc} har(lly any \vQu1(i 11lve exp~a~(l ? 

If thtr~fore, at p;',:!!!nt, when the danger is yet immi. 
nent, \vhen it is fo far frpm lleinz orer, t1lat it is but 



coming to its he~~ht, we ill,,!! ~ad it lmpoBible to '~ce 
UpOll the terms of tllis c~nfe!!cracy, \\lflat madnefs is it to 
fUPllOfe that there ever \\~iil be a tiltle, or that ~ircunjfian_ 
ces will fo chan~e. as to make it even probable, t~at it 
wiH ~ done at an after [ea[on? \ViJI not the very fame 
'difficulties that are in our way, l'le in the \\'ay of thofe who 
fhlU come after as? Is it poffible that they fhould be ig. 
norant of them, or inattentive to theln? Win they not 
have the f:tOle jealouues of each other, the fame attach. 
ment to local prejudices, and particular interefi? SG cu. 
taill is this, tllat I look upon it as on tIle repentance ->f a 
finner-Every day's delay, though it adds to the ner~ffity, 
)'et augments the difficulty, anu takes froln tile inclina-
tion. 

"rhere is ooe tIl ing that has been thrown out, by which 
.fome feem to perfuade themfelves of, and oth~h tc be 
more indifferent about the fuccefs of a confederacy­
that from the nature of Inen, it is ta be expeBe(1 that a 
time mull come \Vllen it \viII be diffolved and broken in 
pieces. I am none of tllofe whQ either deny or ~~nceal 
the depravity of human n~ture, till it is purified by the 
li~ht of truth, and r~-:-=ewed by the Spirit of the living 
Gvd. Yet I apprehend there 1S no force in th~t rearon­
ing at ail. Shall \ve eflablifh nothing goO\!, becaufe \ve 
kno\v it cannot be e~ernal? Shall \'1e live \vithout go­
vernment. becaufe every confiituticn has its old age, ~nd 
its period? Becaufe we know that \ve filaII die, fila]l 
we take no pains to preferve or lengthen out life? Far 
from it, fir: it only requires the more watchful attention, 
to fettle government upon the beft princip!es, and in the 
wifefi manner, that it may Iall: as long as the nature or 
thillgS will aclnllt. 

But I beg leave to fay fomething more, though with 
fome rifk that it will be thought vifionary and romantic. 
I do expea~ l\fr. Prefident, a progrefs, as in every other 
human art, fo in the order and perfeCtion of human fo­
ciety, greater than we have yei feen: and why fhould 
we be wanting to ourfe1ves in urging it forward. It is 
certain" I thin!~, tJlat hUlnan fl:ience and religion have 
kept company together, and greatly affified each other'S 



progrefs in the world. I do not iJy that intelleaunl and 
moral qllllities are in the fame proportion in p3rticu)af 
perions; but they ha\'e a grea: and friendly influence 
upon one another, in focietie~ and larger bodies. 

There have been great imprO\'emel1ts, not o!lly in hu­
man kno\\"ledge, but in Ilunlan nature; the J .. ·rcgrefs of 
which can be eafily traced in hinory. Every hody is able 
to look back to the tilfle in Ellrope. when tIle liberal fen. 
timents that no\\· prevail UpOtl the rigllts of confcience, 
\\ould have been looked upon as abfurd. It is but little a­
bove two hundred years fince that enlarged !yftem c~Hed 
the balance of po\\'er, took place: an(} I nlaintaiJl, thlt ;~ 
is a greater Rep frenl the former difunitecl al1(} hofiile 
fituation of kingdoms and ftates$ to their prefeot candi. 
tion, than it would be from their prefc:nt cOlldition to a 
ftate of more perfea and Jailing union. It is not imp~ffi. 
bie, th~! in future times all the nates on one quarter of the 
globe, m~y fee it proper by fome plan of union., to perpe~ 
tuate fecurity and peace: and fure ! ~!1l: a well planned 
confederacy among the nates of America, may halld d~~"'n 
t~le bleffings of peace and public order to many genera­
tions. 1'he union nf the fe\'en pro\·inc~s of the Lo\v 
Countries, h,s llever )·et been broken; and they are of 
very different degrees of firength and wealth. Neither 
ha\re the Cantons of Switzt:rland e\'cr broken among 
themfe!'Tes, though there are fom:: of thenl protefiants, 
aild fome of tllem papifts, by public efiablithment. Not 
only fos but thefe confederacies are feldom engaged in a 
war with other nations. Vl ars are generally between mo­
narchs, or fingle 1lates that are .. arge. J.~ confederation of 
itfe!f keeps war at a difiance from the bodies of which it is 
cOlnpofed. 

For all tllefe reafons, fir, I hurnblJ1 apprehend tllat e\'e .. 
ry argument frc.)m honor. intereil, fafety and neceffit} .. , 
confpire !ll preffillg us to a cOllfederacy; an(l if it be feri .. 
oufly attempted, I hope, by the bleffing of God upon our 
endeavors, it will be: happily accom})iillic:d. -- ---
- - - -
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P LEN I POT E N T I A R I E S. 

I Al\1 forry to obferve, that after going through the in': 
flruclions to be givell to Ollr plenipotentiary or pleni­

potentiaries, we fhouid have fo warm a debate, and in. 
4let:d feem to be 1'0 equa]jy divided upon the queftion, 
\\Whether th~re filouid be one or nlore, to \\:hom \v'e \vill 
elltTuft ~}le neriociation • 

.l\s tJ the praClice bf Eutopean nations, I be1ieve it is 
fo \'"aril)US as Ilot to afford an)' argumeilt on one fitle or 
tIle other: '\~e may appoint one or more--there \T~iil be 
nothing fil1guI~tr or renllrkable in it, 10 as to ma~;e Ollr 
condllCl look 1ike ignorallce ill ruch matters. I am in. . 
clined to thillk, 110\\~e\'er, that negcciatioos are generally 
conduc.ted near to their concIl,iion, by one cOllfidetltial 
perron, though after the !110re inlportallt preliminaries are 
icttlc(i, nlore nitl}r b~ iornetill1es api"oi11ted, to give greater 
folemnity' to tIle ccnclufio!l. \;Y~e are therefore at lil1erty 
to (' etermine ourfc::!\:-es \\'hoII}' by the general reafon and 
natLre of the tiling, an1 our o\vn particular t;ircurnfiances. 

As to the firt1 of rl1efe, on t}~e fide of Olle perron, it may 
be raid, thete \viII be mere precii1on~ more expeditioll, 
more uniform it)', and 1110re certaint}7 of agreement \vith 
Qtllers an(l cOlliillcncy \vitllilimfclf. A11Cl tbe Ferron \VllOm 

\! OLe 1\7. -l~ v .. 
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we hat"e employed, is a man of fou:ld and clear under~ 
. flanding, and has had the ad\'anta~e of being a long time in 
Europe, and no doubt has beetl turning his thoughtJ, ancl 
making enqniries, upon the fubjea ever finee he went 
t~efe; fo that we may fuppofe him pretty ripely advifed .. 

On the other fide, it may be raid, that, if alone, h~ 
might be at a lofs; and that it would be of advantage to 
hinl to ha,fe t.le ad\"ice of others. It is even faid, that 
there is a nect!fiity of others better acquainted \vith parts 
of the country different from thore \\'ith which he has been 
chiefly conneaed.-... ~s to council, that does not firiJ~e 
me much-perhaps there is greater fafety in one than 
three; becaufe he is, full}· refponfible; \vhereas if a com­
mon council is taken, the bhlme is divided, and every 
one is lefs difficlllteJ to jufiify his conduCt: in the iffue. 
F~fides, is there no danger to the caufe itfelf, from an ob. 
ftinate di\9ifion cf fentiments in thofe who are entrufied 
~vith the condllCl: of it? This \\'Ollld expofe us, in the 
ppinion of thofe 'who obferl'ed it, and might perhaps give 
Ief. refpeCl: to what each or all of tllem might (ay or do. 
. As to the nec:effity of perfons from different parts of tI1e 
country,. it is not eary to conceive what circumfiances, 
in a negociation of this kind, can ~e peculiar to one part 
of the country IT.ore than another. If it \vere to make 
rules for t~e il1ternal government, taxation, ·or commerce 
of tIle flates t there \voul<l be fome force in the remark; 
but when i~ is only to make peace for the, liberty and pro .. 
teCtion of aI" there feems to be little weight in it. 

But now let uS conuller Ollr particular circumfiances. 
~Iention has been made of the differeIlce between J\fr. . . 
Adams and the count de \7 ergellnes. I 11ave given })arti. 
cu)ar attention to all that was faid in his letter upori that 
fubj~a, and an that has bet1n raid by the minifier of 
Fratlce here; and there 'vas llot 011<: ~jnt given that could 

.... lead us to think it \vas their defire or expeCtation that he 
1110uld be (lifnliffc,l or flpperfedecl, or eve11 bridled by tIle 
~dditiol1 of others in tile commiffion. "i e ha\"e full}' 
complied with their deare lJpon this fubjetl, in the in. 
flrtlftions. Tllere is ll-le greatell reafon to think that the~~ 
are well faLi:;fi~d upon it. But if we 1hould Hill go further~ 



of Pltnipoltluiaric. 

3l1d either difcharge him, or 00 \\-hat is in f'lbfilnce the 
fame, or Inight be fuppofi~d or conceived by him to be 
the fame, this \vould be rather an act of too great obie­
quioufnefs, and but an ill example for the future condua 
of our afiii:'-s. 'Vhat \ve do no\v, \vill be often mention­
ed in after times j and if the like praftice pre\'aiJ, it will 
difcourage public fervants from fidelity, and lcffen their 
dignity and firmnefs. There is alia fome rcafon to fear 
that ther(! rnay not be the mofi perfea agreement an10ng 
them ; and if.a jealoufy in point of affection between them 
1hould arire, it might be Rill mere fatal than a difference 
in opinion. You may obfer\re, that Dr. Franklin parti. 
cularly In(~ntions the ifTlprOpriety of ha\7il1g nl0re mini!: 
ters than Cine, at one court and in tile fame place. ":e 
have felt the bad confequences of that already in more in. 
fiances th'ln one. Congrefs were led into fucb fieps as 
ended in out parting with Mr. Lee, chiefly by the argu­
ment of hi:) being difagreeable to the Frenell court j anti 
though he '.vas in my opinion one of tIle moll able, faith. 
ful and aCtive fervants we ever had, and certainly one of 
the moft difinterefted-he was but barely able to go off, 
with a cold ceremonial adieu, that had \'ery little in ~t of 
a grateful ff~nfe of his fervices t or cordial approbation. It 
is not pleafant to refleCt, l\Ir. Prefident, tllat 10 earl}Y in the 
hifiory of tllis new Hate, perfons in public emplO}·rvellt. 
filould be fc) prone to enter in:o ambitious contelltion) 
and pufu one another into difgrace. 

I cannot help putting you in mind, upon this fubjea~ 
of what has juft now come to light. )7' ou are informed by 
the French court, in the moll authentic manner, and in·· 
deed if I am not mifiaken it is by implication at lean in 
tIle king's letter, that you had been ill fen'ed b}' the peo~ 
pIe }70U employed there, and cheated both in poillt Ofqt13. 

lity and price; and that on this account tIle}· intent) to gi \ge 
direCtions on that fubjetl themfd\Tes. l~OW, fir, perhaps it 
may be ne\vs to nlany members of th~s bo~i}"; that tllef~ 
\vere tIle very contraCts I'll~,je by ~-1r. Dean, \vitl10ut tl!~ 
knowledge or confellt of l\lr. Lee, of \yhicll 1\lr. Lee 
loudly complained. rfllefe were tIle very fer\'ants \\'llof~ 
accounts 1\'Ir. Lee objeacd to, and whofe conduct he cen· 



{ure(l. But \\. llat Jill he ~~t by it? :\ r ... n~:\ll \r l~ fuppvrt. 
cd bv his \'f'11erabJe (:-)ti li'iell~l, as he c~l:;?:) 1,1m: :\Ir. Lee 

~ 

was conlplaille{l of, as jealol15 an:l troul'l(I~'):ne~ and (lira-
greeable to tl1c! court of }~rance; antI nl,t olll}f> oppofed 
and flighted by many members of this houfe, hut I may 
fay attacked alld perfc~cllte{l in flIC)} a manl)~r, tJlat if he 
had not been fupported with a gencrons franknefs by 
others, nlight have en,jed in public 111faITI)', 

1 have jll!i further upon this fllbjea to obier\'e, that )~CU 
very lately fent a new n1itlifler t() the Frencll court, l\Ir. 
Laurens-a.lneafure n-luch difapprov~(l b~~ many; and it 
,vas then foretold, it ,,'cull! be a difgraceful thin~ to Dr. 
Franklin. Probably h:! has conceived it in that light; 
and as he has no defire at all to retllrn hOll1e, I am ~·ell 
convinced tllat tllis IS tl1'~ true callfe of the uefire expreffed 
in his laft letter to refigrA JJis cCi11nlifl'ion. 

Some have mentione:l the in1portallce of the matter, 
and that the chance is ~~~reater againfl corruption, where 
three are to be taken off, tllan one. It is very trlle, that 
celeries parib: . ., as is cClmmonly faid. there is a greater 
chance for one incOrrtlpti J!e perlon in tl1ree than in cn~ ; 
but there are tingle }Jerfo:ns in \vhom I \\?ould contide as 
much as in ten. And befides, the thillg may be taken tIle 
otl1er way; for there is a. greater chance of finliing one 
corruptible perron in three thall in one; and III a commif. 
:fion of that ~ature, one traitor is able to do much mif. 
chief, tlloUgh the otllers are perfeCtly uprigllt. He, beiIlg 
aclmitted into the reeret, n~lay not Ollly difclofe mearurest 

bllt perplex them, let the' al)ilities of his colleagues be 
wllat they \vill. I 11ave feen a tnan ill Congrers, \vno lli1• 

on the fUPIlofition of his being a traitor, I an1 Cure llaci ad­
drcfs enough to dra\v many" iIlto 11is l11eafures-Illal1)' not 
contenl ptible in underilanditle, alld fillcerely attached to 
their country's callfe. 

Before I conclude, I would fay a little upon our circum­
fiances in another refp::C1. The firft appearances we 
make U;"'IOO the public Hage, ,are of confequence. It is to 

. be wifnell therefore, tllat the cre(lit of the U nitecl Statl~~ 
\vere confultccl. If \ve \vere fure tl1at our cOlllnliffio11e;rs 
would be immediately admitted to public and cc.ordinatc 
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fenion with the other plenipotentiaries, perhaps a commif .. 
non of three would be augufi and honorable; but if, as I 
firongly fufpeCt \vill be the cafe, they are not at firfi pub­
licly adn1itted at a11, but obliged to negociate through the 
plenipotentiaries of France-if, as is not ilnpoffible, even 
in the fett lenient of the treaty, lve are not confidered as 
the fornlal contraCting parties at aJ1, but our interefi at­
tended to in articles as it \vere occafionalJy introduced­
if this is done, as a fal vo to the honor of England, and ta 
purchafe for us advantages fubflantial and durable, a 
pompous commiffion to a number of de1egates ""ill rather 
le[en our dignity, and Jetraa. from our wifdom and cau­
tion. 

Upon the w·hole, iir, I am of opinion that it would be 
much better to affign to one the conlmiffion already given. 
with the infir~aions w·hich have been cordially agr~ed 
upon" and feem to .be in every refJX=t:\: agreeable to the­
defires of the court of France, and the opinion of the 
king's minifier in this country. 
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ON TIlE 

-p R 0 P 0 SED MAR K E· T 

IN 

C EN ER AL WA SHING TON'S C41rIP • 

.. -
To his Excellcncy Gencral Washington, and the Officers 

of the Americ6n Army. 

SIR, 

A BOUT ten days ago, I was informed that you were 
. . confulting with the farmers in the neighbourhood, 
and laying a plan for holding a market at he camp. This 
was to me, the moft pleafing news 1 had heard from camp 
for a long time. I fuppofed that you had now difcovered 
the true and proper way of providing comforts and refrefh. 
ments to your foldiers, which, pardon me, I think has hi. 
therto, in God's mon holy will, been hid from yourrycs. 
Laft week's news .. paper brought us the plan, in which I 
have been fo much difappointed, that I have taken pen in 
hand, to make a few remarks upon it, and fubmit them to 
your view. Reft affured that they come from a firm frienei 
to American liberty, who has felt the tyranny of general 
HO\\Te, and therefore holds hiln and his caure in detefiation. 
You are not to expeCt from a plain country raimer, high 
founding language, and well turned p11rafes-It is poffible 
I may be held in derifion for this, by fome of your learned 
generals; for I am tt)ld~ 3l (JU have fome who can write full 
as ,veIl as they can fight, perhaps better; be that Ilowe,\er 
as it may, I mean to write only of wl1at I think I uI1(ler­
ftand, and fhall make ufe of the plainefl. words pomble, 
that I Inay be un(lerfioocl. 



, mufi be~!!n h" fJ',-'ir~~, tllat if }~Otl are under any dif. 
ficulty in fl!ppJyi;lg y'cur army" either with the necetfaries 
or con\eeniencies ()f life .. it is \vholfy O\\-il1g to miflaken 
principles, or unfaithful condua in the m~nner of pro. 
curing them. You are ill tile midH of a pLntiful COUntry 
-You commr.nd it by your fword, e:~cept a fmall fpot in 
\\,hirh tlle ent!:ll\l is COIlfiJlt(l; allcl I nl0!t !leartily \villi 

J • 

YOtl \\!0111tl petl tllelll in cloftr thaI1 )You do.-Y?ou hav:! 
alfo the hear ts of the country; for let peopie talk as they 
pleafe of the 11t~lnber of tories, tile)1 are a]~ogether incon. 
fiderable to tIle friends of lib!:rt)r, in every· iiate in tl)is con .. 
tillent. '\~hen the Engli1h armi1 lea\~es any place, \\'e do 
not nee(l )iour arnlY to c:ollquer it for us. _J.\ll that were 
frie1.1ds to them, fljT \vitll them~ or 1kul~ into corners, 
trenlbling for tl1eir lives. Let llS confi(ler then 110W the 
Illatter ilar;ds-Your arnlY confiits, I 1ball fuppore at pre .. 
fent, of 20\000 men; for tll0Ugll it \vas cOllfiderably lar .. 
ger lately, j recl~on froln the 11l1ulber gone 110me on re. 
cruiting parties, and for ether reafons, tllat 111ay be . about 
or near the truth. Sllppofe it ho\vever 25.,000; if thefe 
\\lere difiribu~cd OIle ill every houie, for tI-le t\venty-five 
tll0ufand 110uies that are nearetr to tIle camp, they would 
Ilot reacll fo far eafi as the Delaware, nor fo far \veft as 
Lancafler; an(1 t!10ugh 110 provifio11S \vere brought into 
that fpace OIl their aCCO\l11t, tl1ey could be \vell ted, and . 
tlle burden ne\'t:r felt. Tllis fll0\VS that the \vhole diffi. 
Ctlli}' arilt's froIT) tIle nectfiity of procurillg a11(1 tranfport­
ing pro\lifioos to fuch a 11Ul11Ljer of 1T1en c(.)Iietl:ed together 
in Olle place, a difficulty \Vllich one \\iQuld tllillk might be 
eafily furmounted. It is not my intention at prefent, til 
inake rell'Jarks on tIle comillilTar)"s depart111ent for [up­
plying the capital ntccffaries, though I \vant 1l0t inclina. 
{ion. Sllffit:e it to fav, tllat for r~rrefl1tl1erlts alld fmaller 
necenaries, you are n~w making an attem pt towards the 
()llly ttrt~tu\.tl \\yajT, \riz. a· n1arl{et, or in otller worus, in­
,'iting people to britlg theln to :YOtl of their O\vl1 accord. 

Now, Sir, I ha\"e read and confidtred your phI), the 
chief part of which is ft:ltling the prices of a v.:.-iety of ar­
!icles, whith it i.) e}; ptCled will be expoitd to iale. Fix­
ing I,he price of commodities, has betn atttmpteJ. by law 
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~n feveral nates among us, and it has increafed the evil it 
\\"as meant to reme(J)r, as the fame pradice e\·er Ilas (~one 
fince the beginning of the world. Such laws, ... hen they 
only fay men fhall be punifhed if they fell at any higher 
prices than the legal, and ,that if any \vill not fell at there 
prices, their g-Jods lhall be taken by force, have .fome 
meaning in them, though little wifdom: but to publilh a 
Jill of fixed prices, as an ellcouragement to a weekly nlar .. 
ket, is a new flraill of j)olicy indeed. If people bring 
their goods to market, and are wining to fell them at there, 
or IO\\7er prices, is not that enough? and if they are not 
willing to fell, how 1hail they be made ,\~:l)ing to come? 
Probably you were told there were reafonable prices; now 
I {hall be glad to know what you call a reafonable price. 
If it be that which is proportioned to the demand on the 
one fide, alld the plenty or fcarcity of goods on the other, 
I agree to it; bllt 1 afJirln that this will fix of itfelf, b)' the 
content of the buyer and fe!!er, better than it can be done 
by any politician upon earth. If you m~an any thing elfe, 
it ftgll~5es nothing at all! whether it be reasollable or not; 
for if it is not agreeable, as well as reafonabh:, you might 
have one market day, but not a fecond.. There are forne 
things which are not the objeCt of human laws, and filch 
are all thofe that effentially depend for their fuccefs upon 
inward inclination. Laws, force, or any kind of limita­
tion, are fo far from having any tendency of t!~emfelves, 
to perfuade or incline, that they have generally the con­
trary effeCl:. It \\'ould be Inuch to the advantage of nlany 
lawgivers and other perfons :n allthority, if they would 
carefully cliflingu;fh bet\veen what is to be effeCted by force, 
and what by perfuafion, and never prepofieroufly mix 
there oppofite principles, and defeat the operation of both. 
Laws and authority compel; but it is re-a(on and intereLt 
that mull perfuadt:. 

The fixing of prices by authority, is not onty impolitic, 
as I have ulewll above, but it is in itfelf unreafonable and 
abfurd. l'llt:re are fo nlany different circumflances to be -taken in to conftitute equality or juHice in fuch matters, 
that they cannot be all attended to, or even afcertained~ 
The plenty of one kind of provifion, and fcarcity of ano-
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ther-Th·· a>lenty in one corner of the country, anu fcar. 
city in anvther-the dittance of one place, and nearners 
of allotller-·rl~e changes of cirCtlmliallCtS ill tl!e COUTre 

of a few w::eks or days- Good or b.ld roads, Ot' good or 
ball \\·eather-Tile conlparatj~·<. qllllit)- of the goods­
TJlefe, and an hlln,Jrec) other circlimfl,lnces \,"hich can ne­
,ger be tore~een.. aaualI~l gO\9crn the prices of go{)(ls at 
market, and ought to gO\'enl them. If a 'price is jun to 
one \vho brings his goods fifteen Iniles, it is certainly tC<J 
much for one \vho brings them onl}·· one. If ten pence 
per pound is a jufi price for veoll at 1',etent, I am cc:rtain 
it DlUn Qe toe Illucll a mO!lth hence~ \\-hc:D veal ,,-iIi be 
mllch more plentiful. I f one fhilling and four pelice per 
pound is reafonable for a fat turkey ~ ought not I to have 
more fur a fatter, \\-hich is both better ill j~s quality and 
weigh,--being lighter to its bulk, becau!e fa! is llot to hea .. 
VjP as either lean tlefh or bt)lles. If it is reafonab1e to pay 
IDe one Jhilli.lg ller POUtl!} for all}? me3t in a good day, I 
fIlal} expea Dlore if I f!o out in a florm; if not, I \';ill 
itay at home on a bad day, and ffi) you muil l1arve one 
\\geek, and paolper the 11ext. 

All tl1efc circuolftances \-OU mun allo\~ to reftrain and 
limit OIle another. He \vho is neaTefi, and has goods in 
plent~·, \vil! by felling cheap, moderate the demands of 
hinl \\'ho comes far. If ~~~U pa}~ ver~~ dear for anJ" art!cle 
one (la~·, tlie ne\\"s of tllat fpre~dillg abrold, brillgs in Ilro­
digious qualltities, all(l the price falls, and fo it haJ)pens in 
every other cafe. rrhus it appears that it is out of your 
po\vtr to tell \\-llat is a rea:olJable price, and by at~empt­
ing to do it, YOll not only refufe to gratif} the expeaa~ 
tions of the people~ b~t you treat them with unjufiice. 

I have one more remark to make upon this fubjeti; 
that to fix the prices of govi.ls, efpecially provifions in a 
nlarket, is as i i11 praCtical1!e as it is unreafonable. The 
\rhc1e p.:!rions concerned, bu}'ers and leIlers, will ufe eve­
ry art LO ddeat it, and will certail1ly fucceed.- -..... 
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i\DDRESS 

TO 

G ENE R A L '\7 ASH I N G l' 0 N. 

T HE Prefident and Faculty of the College of New' 
Jerfey, beg lea\e to embrace this opportunity of 

~on~ratulating your Excellency on the prefent happy and 
promifin~ nate of public affairs; and of fincerely wifhing 
you flrofperity and fuccefs in tIle enfuing campaign, an(l 
in \Vllat (llay )ret reillaill of tIle illlpartant confliCt in \vhich 
tIle Ullited States are engaged, 

As this College .. devoted to the interefis of religion and 
learning, \\'as among the firfi places of America, that [uf­
fere(} frolu the ravages of the enenl)9-fo, happily, this 
place a!ld neighbourl10ocl \\~as the fcene of one of the mofi: 
important and feafonable cllecks \,·11;ch they received in 
the;i progreis. The fllrprife of tlle Heffians at Trenton, 
and the fubfequent viCtory at Princeton. redounded much 
to tIle honor of tl1e comnlander who planned, and the 
hanllful of trool)S \\,hich executen the meafures; yet 
\vere they even of greater rnOiilent to the caufe of Arne .. 
rica, than they were briUiant as pc:rticular military ex­
ploits, 

\\7·e contemplate ancI adore the \vifdom and goodnefs of 
divint! Providence, as difplayed in favor of the United 
States\itl!11anyinfianc~s during the courfe oft!le '\var; butin 
none more t11an in the unanimousappoil1tmentof your Ex~ 
cellency to the command. of the army. \Vhen we confider 
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the continuance of your life and health-the difcemment. 
prud~nct:, fortitude and patience of your conduCt, by 
\\"hich )·ou 11ave not only fdcrificcd, as others have don.) 
ptrfoni,l eafe and property, but irtquelltIy e,'en rt:putalion 
itl~lf, ill the public cauie, chufing rather to rifque }'our 
O"~n naille tllan ex poli: tIle nakedlle!S of }"our countl)"-­
,vl1ell \Vc COJlfiller tile great and grow'illg attachment ot the 
arnl}?, an(l the (~ordial ~fieenl of all ranks of mell~ .nd of 
evt::ry 1late itl the Union, \\tllich you 11a\'e fo iOllg enjQ}"ed 
-\re cannot llelp lking of OpilllOO, t}1at God hinlfelf has 
raifecl }fOU up as a fit and proper inllrument for efi~bliih. 
ing and fecur:ng the 11berty and happinels of theft: States. 

'Ve pray t!lat the .L-\)lni~ht}J may COlltinue to protefi 
and blefs you-that the late fignal fucce!s of tIle Anleri. 
can arms, ma.y pave the way to a fpeedy and lailing 
peace; and that, lla,ling furviv~d [0 much fatigue, and fo 
m.any dangers, }fOU may elljO)· marlY years of honorable 
repofe in the bofom of your grateful country. 

JOHN \VITHERSPOON. 
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Memorial and .1lfar/'ifel~to 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES 

OF 

lV 0 R T H - .If .AV E RIC A, 

To tk M~Jiating Po'f»trs in the Con.fnt!nt~s for Pt!n(~ .. 
to th~ o:~r PiYCJ~n in Euro~.. ana m g~ral to all 
who shtJI1 stC the S,lnJt_ 

p - ..... -.-

T HE United States of North-Americ~ having been 
made acquainted, by their illutlrious ally the!;. king 

of r'rallce~ that there is a propofal tor holding a congrefs 
ullder the mediation of the cDlprels of Rl!ffia atld the:: enl· 
peror of Germany, to treat of terms of acromn.odarion 
wit~l Great.Britain have thought proper to plIbJifh, for 
the inforlnation of all coorertled, toe follo\\·in~ nlc:nlorial, 
\vhicn filall cOlltaill a t'rit!f detaii of the fit; IlS by' \\-hich 
they have been brought into their prefcnt interdling and 
critit:al fitllation. 

The United States (I~rmerly Britifil colonies) wt're 
tirf\: planted and fettled l)Y emigrants from that CouBt~r. 
'fhefe fetders came out a' diiferent times, and with d;iftr .. 
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ent views. Scrree were aCtuated by the fpirit of curiofity 
and enterprife, which .. ~,~s fo prevalent in Europe in the 
fixteenth and feventeenth cehturies; fome were chiefly 
inducecl by the hope of riches; and fOti.e \VfTe dri,'en from 
their native country by the iron rod of facerdol~! tyranny. 
They folicited their charters, and fettleci their govern. 
ments on diffc::rent principles, fuch as bell pleafed thofe 
\vho \vere chiefly cOllcerl1ed ill t:!Bch undertaking. In one 
thillg, ho\ve\7er, the}7 all agreed, that they cOllfidered them. 
{elves as bringing tlleir 1!berty v"itll them, anti as entitled 
to ail the rigllts alld privileges of freemell under the Bri. 
tith con fiitution. 

Purfuant to there fentiments, 1~hey looked upon it as the 
foundation {lone of Britifh libert ", that the freehol(iers or 

.' 
proprietors of the foil, fhould 11a~ve the exclufive right of 
granting money for public ufes, and therefore invariably 
proceedecl llpon tllis plan,. 'Vitll refpeCt, incleed, to the 
\\Thole of their internal gO\lernn1en t, they confidered them. 
felves 3!-l not direCtly ful)jeC\: to th~~ Brltifll parliarrlent, but 
as {~pcirate independe1lt dominions under the fame fove­
reign, and \vith fimilar co.ordinate j'-urifdiClion. It appears 
frOI11 fc:;\~eral events, that h~i ppened~ in the ccurfe of their 
hifior}1, a11d fr.onl public aCts of fOlll'~ of their governn1ents, 
tllat this \\'as their opinion nlany }~(:ars llefore the late UIl· 

jufi: claims and oppreffive aCts, which gave birth to the 
bloody conflict not yet fil1ifi1ed. 

Froln the firn: fettlement of tile c\~lonies, they willing .. 
ly fubnlitted to Britaill 's enjoying ,all exclllfive right to 
their COIDrllerce; thoug}l feveral of the acts of the Britifh 
parliament UpOll tllisful1jeCt, tIley al'~va}~s looked upon as 
partial antI unjuil:. SOllle of tllefe ar'pear, at firll vie\v, to 
be fuch badges of fervttude, that it is furprifing that a free 
peoille fhould e'ver have been patient llnder them. The 
trutll is, tiley \vould not probably hav\:~ been fllbmitted to, 
but tllat the rigid execution of them at: tllis diftance \\'as 
in its nature impoffible. 

It was always the opinion of the inhabitants of there 
flates, tllat the benefits which arore t(~ Britain from the 
~xcllifive commerce of AtTlerica, and the taxes \vhich ~t 
enabltd her to raife on her own fubjecJ.s, was more than 
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their proportion of the common treafure nccefiary to the 
defellce of the empire. At t!le fame tinle, great ~tS it \\~as, 
the lofs to thenl, by being cOllfined in tileir tralle, \vas 
greater than the benefit to her; as' it obliged them to pur .. 
chafe any thing they had occafion for from her, and at her 
own price, which neceffarily retarded their growth and 
improvement. All this notwithlhmding~ when any ex­
traordini!ry emergency reemed to render it neceffary, and 
when application was regularly made to the alfemblies of 
the colonits, they cOID})iied in ever}' inftance \vit}l the re· 
quifitions, and nlade advances of rums which, in ('fie or 
t\VO inllances, Britain il:!rfclf conficlered as abo\'e their 
abiE:y, and therefore made ret1itution or compenfation for 
thenl. 

1'he true reafon of this long and patient acquiefcence, 
was the Ilatural and warnl attacllment \\9hicI1 the inhabi. 
tants of America had to Great-Britain, as th~ir parent 
country. They gloried ill their relation to her; they 
\vere zealous for her honor and inttref!: imbibed her prill .. 
cil)les and prejudices \vith refpeCl to other nations; en. 
tered into her quarrels, and were profufe of their blood for 
the purpofe of fecuring or extending her dominion. Al­
moil e\?ery city and county in Great Britain hacl its coun­
ter l)art, \vhich bore its natne in the ne\\' \vorld; and tllofe 
\vhofe progenitors for tllree generations had been l)orn in 
America, \Vllen they [poke of going to Britain, called it 
going home. 

Silerl \~/as tIle nate ()f tllings, \\,11ell [orne un;\:-ife COlln· 
fe110rs to the Britifh king, thought of raifing a revenue 
without the confent of the American legiflatures, to be 
r.;arried direCtly to the .Englifh treafury, The firfi: effay 
on this fubjeCt was tnt! famous ftamp aCt, of which \\'e 
il1all at prefent fay nothing, but that the Ulll\'el fal fer .. 
ment raiied on occafil)n of it was a clear proof of ttle juil­
nets and truth of the PJocceding reprefent~tion. So odious 
was it over the w hole country, and fo dangerous to thore 
who ntten1pted to carry it into execution, t.hClL in a tllort 
time it was repealed by themfeh.cs. Parliament, howe .. 
ver, by their declaratory aCt, which pafTed in the fame fd~ 
110n ihewed that they intendtd to maintain the rig!lt, 
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though they defined in this infiance from the exerciJe ofit 
The Americar.s, olgerjoyed at the immediate deliverance' 
returned to their affeCtion and attachment, hoping that th~ 
claim would again become dormalli and tllat no occafion 
would be given for the future difcufiion of it. 

,But it was not long before the Englifh minifiry propo. 
fed and carriell all aCt of parliametlt, impofing duties on 
tea, g13f5, &c. which by the fmallnefs of the:duties them­
felves, and feveral other circumflances, was plainly de­
figned to fteal upon us gradually, and if poffible imper. 
ceptibly, the exercife of their pretended right. It was 
not, however, ill their po\ver to ll}ind th.e colonies, \\~ho 
rofe up againft the execution of ,his act, with a zeal pro­
portioned to the importance of the (ubjeCt, and with an 
unanilnity not to be expeCted but \vhere a great Hncl com. 
mon danger keeps evelJf CallIe of jealoufy and difTention 
out of vie\v~ Not only every colany, by its reprerenta. 
tive bod}-, but every" county, and almoll every corpora. 
tion or other fubordinate divifion, publii:ly deC)4red that 
they \\?ould defend their liberty at the rifk of their efiates 
and li\?es. III the mean whlle the Englifh gO\7ernn1ent 
profeffed a determination equally firm to enforce the ex .. 
ecution of ~his ae bjY military power, and bring us to un. 
conditional fubmiffion, 

Thus did the rupture take place; and as to the jufiice 
of our caufe, we muft fay, that if any impartial rerfons 
\viII read th~ declaratory aCt, that the lords and common~ 
of Great.Britain in parliament, haVe a right to make la\\·s 
binding upon the culonies in all C{UiCS 'It!hatsONJcr, and 
\\lhlCh \vas no\v producing its proper fruit, he Intlfi be con. 
vinced tl1at had \\'C fubmitted to it, \ve fhould have been 
in no rerpett different from a fet of conquered, tributary 
fiates, fubject to a foreign country; anti the colol1ial af. 
femblies \vould have become both llfelefs allC} conteillpti­
ble. The \vriting~: in England UpOll tllis fubjeCl:, I)roving 
that \ve \vere reprefetlted in Midd/es:~x, al.d Ufillg n"tallY 
other equally forcible arguments, ~i'':' and will remain a 
difgrace to rearon, as \vell as an infult on Alnerican un· 
derflamling. 
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At this perioll of time not only the people of En~1and 
~n general, but tile king of England in hlS fptCches, and 
ills par!iail1cllt in tht.:ir atldrtifes, afl~aed to rt: !)re1ent the 
cOlllmotions iti ... \merica as raiitll by a f~\v feditions l~er. 
10:1S, and the con1~quence of a pre. concerted fCheme to 
thro\v ofr' the ,'loi11iit!OI1 of Great-Britain, allc.i fet l11) an 
i11JepellCle!lt eml)i~e. 'I'j1is llnjuIl alld indee(l abfurd ac­
CUiatitl!l Ill:!} t~e r~futed b)" a thoufalld arhtllnellts. 'fhe 
jtro:l~ l)rt:~ileaion of tIle ptoplt! of Alneric. fl)T the peo. 
})1\!, til£: fafiliollS, alld tile go\·ernnlellt of Britain, proves 
its f'Jlfhoo(l. 'rh~re \\'as 110 perron, nor allY 1111nlber of 
)>erfOl)S iTI an)~ nate of America, \\·ho 11ad fuch influence 
~lS to be at)le to tii~a this, or e\·en vie\v it as a probable 
object ()f anll)ltioll. But \\J·hat "mutt demOllfirate the ab .. 
fur(lity of t11is fuppofition, is the ftate in which America 
\vas found \\,ilen file t)t;~~a!l to grapple \\rith the pO'''Jer of 
Britain. No Hep had been taken to open the '~dy for ob­
taining fo;·eigll aiJ. Nf) provifioll hall been mlclc: of arITIS, 
ammUl1itioG, or ,~"arlil~e ilores of any kind; fo that the 

J 

COulltr}~ feemetl to be expoie(l, naked and helplefs: to the 
dominio!l of her enenl\~. 

Agreeably to this, · addre!Tcs and petitions we:~ the 
n1eall~ to \ri1ich \\<te 11ad recollrJe. Recol1ciliation to Bri­
talil, \\-itll tht! fecurity· a~1(J })reicr\·ation of our ri~hts, \'·as 
the w:fh .of every Ioul. ~rhe mort explicit proidlions of 
lo~·a)t}- to tile prince, ant1 tlie nloll expref~ afTurances of 
et1eal~~l f\~1)i)0rt i!l 11is g')VernlneI1t, if \re \vere called on 
il1 a COri:: i iutiorlal \ra~~" lllc!(ie tile fubfiance of OlJr decla­
r~ti0n5. .r.v~r)" rll~ct:{;Ji!1g l)c:tition, ho\\·e\rer, \\'as treat­
er} \vii:! nt\\· ail(l greater il1tlllt, 811d \vas anf\\"ered by 
ai:!S of r)ar~ialn~nt, \Vil~~:l for t~leir cruelty \viII be a flain 
u~()n t~le (\illl~ls of :he killg(lol11, alltl brin~ the character 
of tlie natioll i~r~lt' ii1:0 ili::. f f,1ce. 

'-' 

SitlpJ~~ a(ts of il)I.l.inlar.lt.y tllay be accc'.lnted for frarn 
~J'e \.!~rr,l\~it}~ of all i~,(!iv~(luJi; but \Vllat filall \\"e fa}' of 
~ra.v~ ar1tl r:~ln)l rOt!S afleil10lies, enacti11g fuel1 la\\'s as the 
B:.'!lon p8rt b!li, \vhicl1 reduced at once fa many people to. 
ile~gar}p, "~11(1 t;le i r proi)erty itftlf to nothiIlg- tIle aCt 
pernl!t~itl~ tb0fe charge(l \vitll n1ur(!ering Alnerica:1S, to 
b~ tent to Ef:.~)'lan\.l to be triell, that is to f3l', either not to 

~ -
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be tried at a11, or certainiy abfolved-the aC\ appointing 
Americans taken at fe~ to be turned before the man in 
Englifh fhips.. and obliged either to kill their own rela­
tions, or be killed by them and the aft appointing Ame­
rican prifoners to be fent to the Ean.indies as naves. 
But \\'hat is of all mof} .fiollifbing is, that they never 
failed to extol tht-ir own lenity, when paRing ruch aas as 
filled this whole continent "lith refentmel1t arad horror. 
To crown the whole, the laft petition fent by cvngrefs to 
the king, which befecched him to appoint some mock by 
.bieb our complaints might ~ remedied, and a way be 
paved for reconciliation, was tn:ated with abfolute con­
tempt, and no anfwel' given to it of a~y kind. Thus was 
aU intercourfe bro~n up. . t'le were declared rebels; ~nd 
they themfeh-es mufi confers, that no alternative was left 
us, but either to go with ropes about our necks, and fuh­
mit ourfelves, not to the king. but to the kingdom of En. 
gland. to be trampled under tOet, or rifk all the conre. 
quences of open and vigorous refiftance.. 

The latl part of the alternative we chore without hefita~ 
tion ~ and as it was impoftible to pref~rve civil order any 
longer under thf' name :.00 form of a govemOlent \vhich 
we had taken arms to oppofe, we fOtllld it abfoll!tely nee 
edTary to deciare ourfelves independent of that prince who 
had thrown u; out of his proteCtion. This great Rep was 
taken with the full approbation, and indeed at the ardent 
defire of the public at large. The extent and growth of 
the colonies feemed, in the nature of things, to call for 
luch a feparation long before; yet it would not probably 
have happened for many years, if it had not been forced 
upon us by the condutl of our unkind parent he!fel£­
The thing indeed feems to have been the purpofe of God 
Almighty; for every meafure of the court of Great-Bri. 
tain had the mon direCt tendency to haften, and render it 
unavoidable. 

\\7 e mufi take notice, that before the declaration of in­
dependence, there was fomething like an attempt to re. 
concile os, commonly called lord North's conciliatory 
motion; bu.t it was {o trilling in its nature, and in1idiou~ 
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in its (orm, that probably no rueeers was expeCled from 
it, even by thofe who contrived it.. Who does net per. 
ceive in it an artful attempt to divide us? and that while 
every thing elfe is left in the greaten uncert!Linty, the 
Dlain point for which lye contended is clearly decided 
againfi us? 

After the declaration of independence, lor(1 and general 
Howe brought out a c:ommiJIion for gitJing ptuct to Ame .. 
,.;,a. But as they had not liberty 10 much as to acknow­
ledge us by an open treaty, fo the fubfianee of what they 
offered was pardon upon fubmifIion ; that the parliament 
would revife the aas they had paffed, and if any of them 
were found improper, they would amend them: whith, in 
one word, amounted to this, that they would do for us 
what they thtmst["es thought good. Thefe offers, howe­
ver, poor as they were, came too late. So important a 
ftep as the declaration of independence, could not be re­
called; and the formidable armament fent out againft us 
in the year 1776, rendered it more nece[ary than e,·er. 

We are forry to be obliged to take notice of the manner 
()f conduaing the war. It would be for tIle honor of hu­
manity, that it could be buried in oblivion. Many were 
the infiances of perf OilS, after they had fubmitted and 
begged mercy on their knees, being murdered in cold 
blood. The treatment of prifoners was from the begin­
ning, and Ilas continued through the war, ~'jth fome ex­
ceptions, favage and barbarous to the lail degree. Multi­
tudes, before any exchange took place, died by famine 
and Rench. Many were, by threatening and ill ufage~ con. 
ftrained to enlin in their enemy's fervice ; . and many were 
forced· on board their 1hi ps of ,var ~ or lent to Britain to 
rot in prifoR, at a difiance from their friends. without 
bope of relief. It is not eafy to. enumerate the houfcs and 
even towns which have been wantonly burnt, or to (Ie. 
{cribe the devaLlation of the country, and robbery of the 
inhabitants, wherever the army pafTed. To this may be 
added, hiring the favages to eome uiXlD the back fettle­
ments~ There is the gtea.ter fbal'ge in this expedient, 
that they are Ilot formidable either for their number o~ 
their valor, but for the {hocking manner in which they 
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h~\·e IJt~cn ll!i,1 \\'~~h lefrett to th~ .:\n1t'r:c~!lS .. b)" ~111~o~1 
e'~eT\ ji~..1~ef a11,1 \\~ritt:r in EI1~J~n(1. '\-~fl.t efr...:tl coulJ . . .. 
{uch langulge n,n-e en the m:nds vf t:-:e il1fd!ery. but t:J 
il~~ 1 ti1ctn ;l~ailltl ali iln!~r~ffi0ns of P!!Y ~!t1,1 tellJer:lcfs, 
as ,\'c find \\',\S rt:Jl1)" t~~ c~:f~, till t!!e~; \\"tr~ r~t!~!nt\l ill 
f(~ill~ llt~et:, i')- the J~ar of r~i.ali;ltion Ui~Oll ,I~eir P:':0i1!~ 
ill Ollr h;, Ilds. 

~\t 1,\11, alter fOllr ,'ears of ·~~1. antl n~3r t\\"O ,"ears of . . .. 
profdlt:t1 J.!lll d~ci3r~d ind~p"..:ndfnce~ it p~eafed God to 
jn~~iile tl1c heat-t of the ki'l\.! of France to gi\-e reiit:1 tQ - , ~ 

the opprdrcd~ by tntering into a treaty with the U uited 
States" on tIle ffi{)fi l!benl antI llifinterefied rrinciples~ 
No eXClllfi\Jte privileges are there riip~l':lt~~l for the: f~r(nch 
noit;on. but the lc:cure~ (\pen and {qn~~J intercourfe to 
,\')lich a;l .)th~r nations are in\1tjtt~l.. rJ"'n:s 3ckllC\'''ieJg­
rnent and fUpp3rt f:OID on~ of the moil ptl\\'er!~ll n10-
narchs in Europe, it n)~y eafily he fuppvfc:d gave a new 
turn to our ail~lirs, allu a ne~v di~l::!y to Ollr c~ufe. l'he 
terlllS of this tr(at'~, fo fa,"orabJe to i..JS't ~tS \\"ell as honora-

~ 

bIe: to o~r all}·, ca~cot faii to a~:l the 1'011() of ~ratitIH.Je to 
that of jufrice, a)ld 111~ke o~.r 4(~11ertnCe to it Ill\7iolablc. 

Kat long after this tre',i}, was fign~d, i!;e court and 
par!iaillent of Grelt-Britcl!ll tel1t out comn1ifilo!1ers :0 
make an ClOer of rerlllS~ \,·hicfl \ve rea(iiI\- COil!efs \\'ere 

J 

not onl}" as gooJ, but better, t!lan \\'Jl~t tllree }pe~\rs before 
\~ .. oul(l ha\:e been cll~artllll~" acct"ptt(i. Bllt the groulld 
',·as no\\~ ""holiv CI)aI1~e(). ,,\7e \.\·"~re alTered ireecionl 
from taxt's~ an~1 e\"CIl:l fpeci~~ of indc:peHd~nce it!~lt~ 
upon th~ ~(;S)' t~rniS of l)reakil1g Olir t,\itll Jo late1)" J)ledg­
ed, and uilltin),! our terce \\;itll that of Gre:1t Brit,.iiIl ; 

anti hoth \\"()\~Jli dot!bt!~fs Il:l,-e heel! jll)ll,tlll~lrcl\· elll-

ployed in t4king Vt;n3e~nce on l: rath:e for the affifilllc~ 
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file 11~(1 ~ent to 11S ill OllT (lifirer~. \. et e'·~!1 here, t! .. ~ 
\\" 1101 ~ \\".l S tot)C f u I )j~ (t t II t f 1 e r t: \ -i Ii 0 n 0 f par 1 ! J ~l: ~! 1 ~; t ~~ ..!t 
is to tay, any p .. lft of the :!~re~:\11~'I1t tllib!~~ ~-:: :tt~l)ro~;c"l )f 

.. 0.' , ..... , t· 1 ~'1"'1 {} '1" 
r~JfL~~~! as to talC \\1'11(.JOl11 0 tl}~~t 31h':111l)}- 10~ h.; ~,,'em n".e~t. 

Theft: lall propofals from Great-Britain. d:.:ftn·~ yery 
partiCtlt!r Ilotice. 'l"!~e~" are ~ cleJr tlercliaic~l of the [1 ~ 
£~.uf~ of quarreL and an ample confeffion tl~:lt the de. 
lllat1tlS of .~n'~rlca "."ere jufi; \~·hilc tl1c tirnc all(~ c:rcuol-
11ances of their b~illg n1a~le, fil~\V tlllt the}' coul(l lILt l~~ 
acct:pte(l \vith aJl}~ reg~rd ei~h~r to j:1frice, grltitlhJe\ or 
1101ic)-.. l:Otlld \\-l! be ~!.lilt)? of a (lirett 1~r~~~!1 of faitlJ, 
\rIleIl the iIlk \';as l~~rdl\'" (lrv" b\~ \,-11icl1 our r~tificatio~l (:f . . ~ 

the trelt~' ,\~as markecl? COlll(} \':e illfiall:l}~ forget tl~o!;.! 
i~i\'CrS \\'11!~'11 h:!:111een fo earlletl1}' foJicitccl, ~~:; \·.-(;~l as 
generoufl}~ beftO\\'el}? COI1!(1 ,~~e, \V)10 11ad not entereJ 
into a le:1gue otlenfi\'e and de!'cnfire with France, excep: 
for tIle nrefent flru;!~l~ ill Ol!r o\\-n behalt~ b~c~~!~ \re 

~ ~', 

JiJ not \\'ifll to lle iIl\To]\re(1 111 the ;vars of Euro;;c, t1~r~'.:-
ourlc!\·es into the arms of ~ll 110fiile Ilatian, allu promife 
to m3ke peace or '''IT \\~itll her, againfi our bel1efaEtors ? 

Upon tIle \vhole. fince the American coloi1ies \,'"ere,; 
from their extcl1t 3Ilil filuation, ripe for a feparation from 
Great .. Britain, and tIle nature oftl1ings feelned to demand 
it; fi:lce tlleir gro\ving pO\\l"er, aclde(l to tllat of Great­
Britaill, \\"ould give her fucll a dominioIl of tIle iea, as 
lnutl be dangerous to tile liberty and commerce of other 
natiollS; fi11ce, by 11er o\vn aCts of oPI)reffioll, file has 
alienated the mi'1~ls of tIle Americalls, and compelled 
thenl to eflablifll illdependent gO\Ternments, lvl1ich have 
110\V taken place; and fiilce tl1efe governl11cnts, \vhich 
are dillintl: though confederated, wholly fettled upon re­
])ul1jicaIl priIlciples all(l fit only for agricl11ture al1d conl­
merce, cannot be an object of jealou(y to other powers, 
but by free allu open intercQurfe \vitll t11eln a general be­
II e fi t to all; it is to be h 0 1)C t' .. hat tIl e re \7 0 III tiD 11 \\' hie h 
they have effeHed, will meet with univerfal aFprobation. 
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BETWEBH 

GRE4T.BRITAIN AND AMERICA; 

0 .... 

Pbiladtlphia, &pttmHr 3, Ijj8. 

DEAR SIll, 

~ YOUR very acceptable l:!tter of the 21ft of ~rarch, 
I re~eived about the Dliddle of June, and would 

have anfwercd it long ago, if there had been any encou­
raging profpeCl: of conveying it fafely. As to writing you 
a mort letter that mufi have gone open through the (ne· 
my's pons, I did not think it worth while. I have how­
ever now COtlle to a re4oltltion (~f writing you prctt.y full}", 
and trying to convey it by France or Holland; and if it 
fhould tall Into their hands, and "never get to your's, there 
will be no other lofs than my time in writing; for 3S to 
any other coniequences, either t~ the public or to myfelf, 
I have not tIle Jeaft apprehenfiof.t. 

1'" our let~er came to me feal(~d, and apparently never 
opened, tn a Jncket from the Britifh commiffioners, which 
arrived at York-town while the congrefs was fc::tting; and 
confequently it, as well as one from Mr. F t was de,. 
livered to me in prefence of the whole members. As 



3;6 0,1 :ht COntest bttween 

h - ., r.' h hI· f'" • t e lanle p:\c~~et, O!: .!~!~S t e pll Ie, me :.age, contaIned 
fOllle pri\"atc: )t:tttr3 al!drcn~t! to particular 1l1etnbers, fOl11e 

of t=lem from governor }J]milollc, one of the cornmiffion­
ers. a propot:\l was made by a member, W:lO read public­
ly one rccei\-c:\! b}- Ilimf~If~ tlliit e\·er}' gentl •. ~nlall \\'ho flat! 
reel"i,-ed priclte letters from any perron with tile enemy, 
1l1culJ (J~li\ler thenl to cOI1gre!s~ th~lt they flligl.lt ~ read. 
1'i1is \\'c:!h.l11J\-e been 3ttcndeci \vith no (liiEcult)! as to nle; 
e:-:c:pt t!.>me family ~fl:lirs in :\!r. F '5 ktter "cry im. 
11f{\ilCr to be J)ubiicl)· read, an{} foole exprefl.ions ill 11is let. 
ter a. l!t:!~ offei1fi\--t! fpeaking llf congrefs. Ho\\·e\:-er, it ,vas 
not done at that tim~; alld afterwards, in 4 diet at many 
(l~}'s Jitlallce, e\'ery melllbt!f \\'"110 had recei'vec.l an)' fuch 
l~tters~ \~"as calle(llll)OI\ tt1 reall frolll tllenl \v'11at relatec.i to 

b' .. i"r'. ... 1.... I ! p!l ~iC a.i~lr~, \\":.lC 1 \\-;\S lIOllt!. 

I all1 a:ld h2.\~e been greatl}- !.:oncerl1etl, as j10U feenl to 
b\!~ for tl:e cOl1tt·fl bet\Veell Gr~at .. Britail1 arlll An1ertCa; 
2:~~! ~~r:ailll~", from n1~~ o\vn irit~rtfl, lla\'e t)y far tIle· 
gre~teft re~ioll of the t\\"O; anti as I fllppof~~ it \vi!l be 
4;re~::.l)Ie to ~"~~~l, fh:ll1 olake a t~\v obfer\'·atior:~s\ I. u})on 
t:l~ pt:~}!ic C,1:'lfe, ,ll~~l ~. Oil III ~l 0\\:11 conclutl, \v!licll I 
t~'l·~t.r!bp.d from many di:!er~nt quarters, to be highly 
b:a!11eJ III 111'- l1ati\'e C(lllntr\7. . -

_'\..:; to ~hc pi.~blic cluf~\ I look up6ln the kvaration of 
.~llleri(\l. frl'lnl Britaill to l1e th.e \!ifl~)lt! illtentioll of Provi. 
dence; alll~ lx'Iic\~~ tllat ill tile if1ue it· -ill be to the benefit 
of tll!S ~v,!~1~r}r~ \\·ithout ar.}~ injury- to tIle otller--perI1lps 
to t:l~ a{I\·~~.lltage of bo~il. It f~ellls to n1e tIle intention 

'"-
cf I)ro\'ji.i\.!11Cc for Jnall\' reaiolls, which I ca llnot 110\\" ... . . 

ell~1!11eratc" l1Ut ill a I)articular Illal1ner for tIle fo]Io\vin~­
t.i)at I callIlot recol!~tt an~y' illilallce in 11ifiory, ill whic!1 
a perfml or people han! to tctally and uniiormly Inifiaken 
the Ille~I1S for :ltt:lil1irlg t!leir 0\\·11 ends, as the king and 
l~lrlianler~l of Bri~aill ha\~e ill tIllS contell. I do ferio\lfly 
~ll\.i potiti\"dy aiiirn~ to ~'ou, my dear fit\ that it is my opini. 
Oll,~!llt CO!1~reiS i~!~lf, ifthev ill(ll)t!ell todircatlle itl1eafure5 
., -

() f t!: l! 13 r i ~ i tIl III i I ~ i f1 r y" co tIl (I not 0 r \V 0 u I (1 110 t 11 a \" e d i-
T~t1e~i tilCfll to m~afurts 10 tfletlual to fOf\var(l (\.n(1 et1a­
bJifh the indepcnJcnce or~\.merica, as thLfe which they chofe 
of tht:ir cwn accord. l'bey have had a mitlaken opinioll 



deRry is now all turned into one ('hlnnd, the "i~orcus 
exerti(\n of the fiiiri( of defence. 'V'hen libert~· .. property 
atld life are at ttake, ,\-e nlu~t Ilot t)lillk of tleing ,chi .. !ars~ 
but foldiers. \V}-l~n happy peace returns we fba)) be able 
to appi}' witt. l)r(l[Jtr atte~ltio:l 311d \·igor to the improve­
m:at "f our nli'l<.ls\ as \\·el! as to lile cult:\"atian of th: 
foil: iiI) th~n '.ve ha,,"e o,her \\·or!~ llpon our h3nils., 1 mutt 
inforrn ihl reader tJ-.at thefe are miflaken ;·~Beftjons. 
There il) ruch a cQnne'\ion among all the ,,;-ts that imprm"~ 
or embel1ifh hunlan nature) that tile~· are befll'ronlote~t in 
conjunCtion, and generally J:o in a body. ,As 1 look with. 
out ioli::itude, or r,lthcr \\"ith l)l)1hdken confiilence of rue. 
cefs, on the prefent glorious all(} impo,-t&l!lt ilruggie fur th~ 
liberties of olankind; fo I confider it as a proper fe,ifon 
for the moft ardent applicaticn to the improvement of this 
countr}' ill all refpeBs. In times of Fub~;i~ ::~!1!motion 
the: human mine} is TOllfeei, and fhakes off the incum. 
brances of floth and felf-indulgence. Y,fhofe ,\"h~ put on 
the harnef'S and go into the fielli, rolla be encounl~ed, at: 
filled, and eve!} fllpported~ by the acli'~it} .. and indllfir)· of 
thor~ who remain at horr,e. B:fides, I anI mllcll miila­
ken if the time is not jufi. c~t hallet, \\~h~n there fball be 
greater need than ever irA America, for the mon ~ccurate 
difcuffion of the principles ~f focie!)", the righ~s of nations, 
~nd the policy of flates; all \\1thich filall ha\te a place in 
the fubfeqtlent numbers of this paper. Btlt above all, ~an 
it ever be unfeafonable tc lay beforl! the public what 
tenels tc improve the temper anti n10rals of the reader, 
which fll~n he the ultimate objetl: of all my difqu~fitions : 
He who tTllkes a people lJirlUOlls, makes them irI~il,{itlt~. 

The Jeacier will no\v~ in foole {legree, underf1211c} the 
defign ::Ild extent of ~"is undertaking. As to \\~it and 
humor, I choofe tl) make no prolllifcs upon that head, 
left I fhould break them. 1\10[1 people. perhaps, differ 
froin me; but I corlfefs I \'-Qtl)cl father real~. a tedi. 
ous argunlent tilall a dull joke. \"" et tlle fa\'ors of the 
ingenious, as the faying is (rofl paid) may perhaps. 
~nable me fometimes to gratify a read.:r of tafie; only I 
ra~un take the liilerty of being pleale:d myrtlf fir~l, other. 
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wife thty {halt fletp" ith me, or return to the :uthors. 
&'me, pcT~JP~ wi!. \\ onder that I h .. \'e !'.id nc:hing of 
the ddib~tillJ thenit'S 01 h\-,: ",nd gallantr}, ef~ci~llly as 
it is t'O ctli)", to cll.blith a cOllnexiotl bet\\·cel, th= tender 
pAffi\ln and milit~ry ~lol1'. Tl~:: youn~er dais of 011 

~atlers may rcft tatisneJ th4t th~)· j!~all nOi \"ant good ad­
vice cnou~h, ,,"hiet. Illa}" be ~pp!iet! to that and to e'~"ery 
other fubj~; bw: 1 do not take m~ !elf (0 be qualified to 
paiht the anlors of a glowing flame. I ha\'e not feen any 
killing e)'es thel~ fevent ~'ear:;. It was but yefierday, 
th:lt I iilliled in,·oIWltarily on readin~ a poem in your laft 
magazine, fetting forth" that both Beauty :md 'Vifilom 
h:ld taken up their refillence \\·ith a c~Ttlin n}·mph, the 
~tle in her cheek, the other il) h:r tongl!~, an,-! th:it they 
,,"ere refolw"ed never to (lep~rt; \\"nich I thoutht \\·~s a 
little unfortunate for all the relt of the res. I \\~ifll eve­
ry Str~Fhon and Daphne heartily \\"~IJ, and that the e.{­
aited all~l rapturous phnfes of Arcadia rna}' be foon brought 
down to the cl'mpoled difcourfe of a quiet Inan and "'i'e 
in Philadelphia; in "'hieh chara.t\er, perhaps they may 
iOmetimes hear from me~ I hope, to their great benefit. 

1 am, Sir, 
\~our lnOa ollt!dicnt fer\"ant, 

THE DR U I D . 

••• 

N U 1'1 B E R i I. 

SIR, 

W If E N I firft c~me into this cour.try\ nothing 
was fanher from my expedation th:tn the con­

tell tllat l,as GO\V taketl place ~t \\ cell Great· Iirit~in at'lJ 
the Colonies. rrhe reader. I tl~l)r<'t~, \\·i!l al:o reajilv 
believe me wh~n I affirm, 't!::lt ~\~~lt relates to this im-



TllC Dr/lid. 

portant nrt1~glc, made but a fmall part of the matter 1 
had meditated and digeHed for the fubjeCt of there differ. 
lations. Bllt, from fome letters \vhicl~ I ha\"e received. 
alld mucll con\rerfatioll that I l)~\le hear~], it appears 
plain, that lomething of this kind is expetted from me, 
a11(1 that if it is ]Ollg \vitllheltl, it ,viII be difficult to avoili 
jufpicion from ti1e \\'"arnler tons of libert)"e It is not eaiy 
to deternlille ,,-hat brallches of this gr~at arguillent it 
"lou}{l be llell to take lip, as nl0fi fuitable to a lj-.eculative 
philofopher, and ~t the fame time moil necelTary or ufe. 
flll to the bulk of m,' rea(lers.. The Ilatllral rigllts of . 
mankind, and the cauie of liberty in general, have been 
explail1ed al1d defended i11 illtlun'~r:lble treatifes, ancient 
and mooern. The application of thefe principles to the 
American COlltrO\'erf}', h~s been made b}1 fl1anj· \vri!ers 
among us, with the greatefi c1earnefs and precifion. The 
nature of government, anll method of balancing a civil 
conl1itution, I cannot f.'iy has been handled either with fo 
much tu)!"){;fs Oi propriety as the other topics; yet on this 
alio man\' excelJellt obiervatloilS llave been nlaUe. If it 
has not l;een much reai"oned 011, it feems r.everthelefs to 
he b::>th felt and und-:rfiood, in almoft every comer of this 
continent. 

Le(\'iing, tllerefore, tllei~ fulljeC\s for the prefent, as we 
are }"et engaged ill a \l:-ar fo~ne\vJlat finglllar in its 11aturej 
important in its corafequenct's, and uncertain in its dura. 
tl()11, I fuu.U-beg lea\"e to make fome renlark~ as a fe!lo .. 
llr, and as a citi,en of tIle \vorl<l, 011 tbe 111t.l111ler of car .. 
r)-iJ~~ 011 '\~'dl·. By tllis is not n1eant, to Jay (lo\vn :1 

p!~n or <li:ciplille. or tatlics for an arm)', or of flratagems 
ar~(l mallO!u\'"res for a gelleral or i:1t't!rior ieatler; but to 
conficler b}~ ,,;11~t IneallS \\~ar5 of rliffereilt kin(ls may be 
carric(i on, corl (ifte:ltl}' \\-itll rellorl, cotltciel1ce, or com­
luon tltl1itr·. E\'"er,·- boJv~ n.t,fi 113\!e obferved ho\\r fre .. 

- J. 

quelltl~' t!!e 11e\\'"fl~aI)crs ha,~e been filletl '\-'ith conlplaiI1ts 
of our enemies, as a~lin.i.{ i:,vagc1y and barharouily-as 
being rtlilty of mln~tuLd crudry-as carrying on a feIo-
llio~s a;l~l r~:'\ltical \\-ar-as attill" COl1trarv to tile Ja\\'S ,.. " ,-",... 1 
ot \\-ar. I h~~,'e, ho\rc\~cr, takell T1ctice, that atnong al 
tllefe Jin~:rtltiu!.s li~tle or Ilotilin<T llas beell faill to 111e\V 

.0 
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~\'l:v they ha,·e aBed barhar~uflr, further than ,hat they 
h:we aaed unjufiJy in being our enemies at an. No one 
lIas told us \Vh3t are ~ht.: Ja\l,·s of ',-ar., or en()ea\·orell to 
Illake us underfiaoll \VIJ~11 enemies may be raid to a~l: a 
f.tir an(l honollrable, and wllt:n a dafiardly and cru!:l part. 

Ti11s fllbjeft I iliall nO\lJ' t~.1ert!fore enter upon; antI will 
endearor to handle it with as much fimplicity as poffible, 
that it nlay b\! Ur~flll to perfons of the lowell rank, and 
nlofl CDilllnon lltl(ler:lalll1~I)g. Let me trace it to its 
fouree. \\'·ht:ft:ver Jociety exills founded upon clear efta. 
blithec} la\\'s, this ol11iges tiS to filrm an idea of a nate 
previous to the formation of fociety, or before ruch, or any 
la\vs, \\·ere Ina(le an(} ackn{l\vledged to be in force. Tliis 
is called a {late of nat~re. I do not enter into the innu­
merable queflions upon this fubjetl; 13, how long- it 
could conrillue, \\'hell m:rl il1creafed in number? "The. 
ther it is a {late of \\'ar or ),eace? "Thether inclination 
prompted~ or nec.e11ity compelled, men to enter into fo­
ciety? It is fbfficietlt for nly purpofe, to obferve, that 
independent nations are in a {late of natural1ibert}' \vith 
tefpetl to one another, or as .nan to man previous tu the 
focial compaCl. '\'rhen tht,y (lifagree, the)J have no cem­
man umpire or jll(lge to r'eiort to, but muft decide their 
quarrels hy the fword. T'he 1uefiions then to be reiol. 
ved are tbree: I. Are ther~: an)' la"~ at all by which they 
are bound? Of, are all kinds of force or violence equally 
j uft? 2. If not~ \\"~ 11~t is t~le 13\\' ? \V hat is it tflat nlakes 
tlt~ di(lirlCtion ? and, 3'- \\'hat is the fanCliol1 of tIle la\v ? 
To \.\lhOln 01all \\.'e complain \\'hen it is broken? 

If tI~ere is al-:~T [Gel, law, it is certainly ,'ery jufily dena­
mina~~d, b}' ci\~i!!tirlS, the iil~U ~r nalul-C and nari!Jl1s. 
Of natl~n:~ bccaufe its principles are to be deri\7ed from 
tile ftate of 11atural or Ilni\1erfal libertJ', and" perfonll in­
(iepeo(leoce; antI cf 11ations, becaufe there is no perron 
in rUell a f~ate Cit IJrefent., t::':ce}Jtillg nations or larg,~ bodies, 
\\?ho COI1!ici<:r themfelt'es ~s irldepen:le11t of each otller~ 
No"~, that tlJ~re is fuch a la\v, I think is evid.ent, not 
ollly' frorn tIle univcff:'ll ackno\\' leJgl11ent of men, and 
the practice of nations from the earlien ages, but from 

v-OI~, IV. 3 I 
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the nstUYe of the thing. If there are any dut~s binding 
upon men to ("arh ot~r, In a fi3h! of natural liberty ~ t~ 
fame are dl!e from nation to natlen. Bodits politic do 
not in this circllnlfiance, tlitTer from individuals. The 
fame ani\\'er mull be m~de !o the feco.~ qu~llion. It is 
impoffible to nlentic:n any right that an indi,-idual may 
juiUy claim, either as ,0 perlon or pro~rt~·) from his fel. 
low men~ bllt a IOciety has the like claim upon any other 
fociety.. Their perioDs muft not be alfaulted, nor t~it 
prilpcrty in,-aded. Tbe tingle purpofe of fodety, indeed. 
is to protea the individual, and to give him the flrength 
of the public 3rm~ in defence of his jull and natunl right. 

But it win be orlked" in the: third p!a~ "1.at is the 
fanttion of this Jaw? Illd who is to call t~e offender to 
acCOl:nt ? To this I anf\\"er .. 1'hat the fatlt~ion of th~ Jaw 
of n-ttllre is nothing el!e btlt a lenfe of (ltlty, and accOI.Jnt· 
ablentfs to the fupreme Judge; to whicb may be add~d, 
ruch a fenfe of general utility, as m3k~s men fear, that if 
they 11(\torioufly lTalnple llpon it, reproach and infamy 
among aU nations wiil be the effetl, and probahly refent­
ment atld illdi~lation by conlillon confent. .&\greeabJy 
to thi~ h.Aving recoul fe to force is often caned .n appeal 
to IIeaven, and it is, at the fame time, generally accom. 
pal~i~ \~~tll an attenlpt, r:' iODle public tkclaration, to 
con~ince other n~tions of the jutlicf! of tbe caufe. 

Omitting m~nJ' things that are not conne6ed ""ita 
the pain! 1 ha\ge in \"i~\\·~ p3rticul~rl}JI \'·ith~ut enumera­
tillg the legitimate callfes of \\"~r, bllt tuppofin~ nations 
engaged it) a \\ar \\")lich the}- belie,'e 011 both fides to be 
jufi, let us alk) ,rhat are the means by which this war is 
to be carried on ? Th~ firfi and nloft ob\"ious anf\ver is, 'Bv 

• 
all manner of force or Opell ,'iolence; and the nlofl able 
warrior is prefumed to be the clle that can invent weapons 
the moll deadl,- and de!iructi~e. It is adRlitted aJfo, on all . 
hands, that force nlaY be u!ed, not only againfi the per-
fons and goods of r\llers, but of every member of the hoi: 
tile fiate. This may teem hard, that innocent fubjefls of 
a nate fhoold fuffer fer the! folly and indifcretion of the ru­
lers. or of otller nleolbers of tIle fame {late. But it is often 
~navoidable. The whole individuals that tompofe a fiate. 
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are confadtred but I!; one hody. It wocl-d be impoflihle 
for an enemy to difting'.Jifh the guilty frvm the innocent. 
'\\-nen men fubmit to a gov~nlnl~llt, tl'~y rilk their own 
perfons and poudnons in the fil!ne boU\)tn with the: whule, 
in return for the b!n~6ts of IOcict,- • 

<I , 

Upon this princi?le, open ';Iio!ence mar he i.lid to h~ve 
no bollnJS, and ~\"ery'" method thlt can ~ invent~l to J~nd 
def!r.:fiicn and Inifef)" to an)'· part of the hofiile !late, &lay 
be thought to be JXrll\itt~. B~t upon th~ prinriplt:s of 
genenl ~uity, ~nd t1le confe!lt and pnaice of m<'d~rn 
time~ aCts of cru~lty ~lld inhtlmanit}-, are to be b13mN~ 
.00 to be C(h~fidertd as a violatIon of ,he Jaw of nations. 
1\1~ny of them might ~ e:a6ly enumer~ted, fuch as re­
futing qu~rte:r to thole who fubmit~ killing prifoners when 
they might be kept without any dL~ger, killing \\"omcn &00 
children, inventing methods of . torture, bunling and Je. 
flrnyin~ e~~ry t.iing that might be of ure in life.. The ufe 
of poifoned weapons .1ro has ~n generally i:ondemoed, 
as ~ell as the poifoning of fprings and pr :,vifions. 

The celebrated Dr. Robertfon of Edinbu~h~ in a fer­
men before the fociety for propagating Chrillian know. 
ledge, has made an obfervation to this purplfe, " tbat to 
tl the honor of mcdem times, and (as he ,hinks) partieu­
" larly to the honor of Chriffianity itfelf, there is much 
" more gentlenefs and humanity in the manner cf C3r­

" rying on war th"11 formerly." If \\~e look into an~ient 
hioory we {ball lee fuch inftances of ferocity and cruelty 
in many cafes, as are too {hocking to be related. -rhere 
is no raa, ho\\~'!ver, in the records of illltiquity on this fub. 
j~.tt, that ever firuck me fo much as tht: account given of 
Sefofiris, becaufe it fhews, not the barbarity of a particu. 
lar monfter~ but the fpirit ofthe time:s. He is extolled by 
many ancient authors for his dem~ncy, becaufi: he did 
not put to death the: princes whom he unjuftly attacked 
and conquered. Y d he ordered them te wait upon him, 
"with a vearlv iribute, anll 011 tllefe occatioos ufed to ,-oke 

• • • 
b'lem in his charriot, an<l nlake thc!n Jraw hill}, ill place 
of horres, to the temple. How much worle than death 
would this appear at pr:f~nt to a "ptive prince? 



But however j .. ftJy praife 1ll3Y he dne to modern timts 
for comp,.\rati\-e Ilumanity. \\-llat \\~~ J~a\-c faid al)o'~e is ell-

1y gener~1 antI undefined. Let us f~ek fQr tl~e trl!e prin. 
ciple that ou~ht to ~vern the COllllua cf rt:fin~\.l ancl en­
)i~htenetJ natiollS. 1"'his, if I mifiakc nor, is~ 7bt.'!t all nc!s 
of (rut!;)" u·bich btl't'r? n!) l~lIdr:":CJ !~. :c.·l·C;:'~ !I'L' n·sis!ir.g 

... I ...... » , 
J()r(~, ';T~ conlr..:r..,)· /0 Tt'dSC!1 tllli. r,JI; _'t}ll, 1~·'ft1 I!}:,arr:/urr: 

Ii) tk l\.j~ ,y' l:tlll;r~ an::.i I!(::i(l"S. 1"}!e enll cf \\~ar is to 
ob:ain jufiice, ami rdlore peace:, therefore whatever tends 
to Jeifen or d~firoy the force of th~ eneln}-. mufi be per­
mitted. It is in this vie~v alone! that tIle capture of pri\Jate 
pro~rty is aUo\\~ed and jufiifit:d. But to take lives with. 
out necefIiry, and e,"en to treat prifcllcrs with opprt:ffion 
or inful:, above all to dillrefs or torture tile weaker j~x, or 
the hdpiels infant.. ought to be detefied by every nation 
proleffing the gofpel. 

The principle which I have laid down, roBY be applied 
uni\'e rfall)" , and wiil fcrv~ to poillt out \\-llel1 any meafure 
is ~o be juHified or condemned9 between perJons profdi!ng 
oFen hofiility againfi each other. I will take the liberty 
to ipply it to lome thing. that Ilave be~n done or at· 
tempted in the prefent W!lr, carried on by Great.Britain 
againfi America. It is no\\~ undeniable that endeavors 
ha\'e been ufed to bring the In(liall. tribes upon the back 
fettlenlen!s. Tllis I call an aCt of" extrenle and unjufiifi. 
able barbarity, becaufe thei:a marlner of 11'laking \\~ar is ,,~lI 
kno\vn. Tht!y are neither fornlidable for their nUtllber . 
nor their firengtO, but for making inroads upon toe dwell-
ings orthe~renemie$, and putting to cleatll women andchiI. 
dren, "'jth circumflances of horrid crueltyw This is fo far' 
frOID \'.'eakening the force of the people agalllfi: \\·hom it 
is praBifed, that it tep-ds to infpire them with a revenge 
alld fcr}r not to be refifted. rj'ile \\tell kno\\-n hiflory" of tIle 
late war, will ~th explain and fi.pport what I have Jaid. 
The cruelty of the Indians produced fuch a fpirit in the 
back fetders, which not only repellt-d their attacks, but in 
fome infiances retaliated their injuries, in a manner that I 
will not take U,pon me either to_ defend or excufe,. There ... 
fore, \\hen we blame the Britifh minitlry for flirring up 
the lndiaus againft us, we do not blame them for atkinr; 
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affiflance from other nations, \vllicl1 is common in a11 
wars, Yt·hen allY part)' apprehtl1C]S itfclf \veak, but for a 
method of attack, the cruelty of ",·hich bears no propor. 
tion to any ad·,,.anta~e that can be d~rived from it. 

The fame thin!! ~ fay of proclaiming liberty to naves, 
and Hirring them up to rebe1 againfi their mailers. There 
is, ho\\.~ever, fome little differen~e in the application of 
the principle to this and the preceding infiance. It is 
proIH.ble that the people in Great-Britain reckoned upon 
a degree of advantage from this meafure, \?afily fllperior 
not only to what it produced in effeCt, but to what they 
themfelves expeCted from the incnrfions of the Indians. 
I gather this from an ex preffion in a treatife publifhed in 
England 011 the American controverf)p, to this purpo[e, 
that 'if England dec!are freedom to the flaves: they (the 
Americans) have not fix weeks to be a people.' Thefe 
apprehenfions may be thought to jufiify them in the at. 
tempt, as they muil have taken it to be fo fpeedyand ef .. 
feClual a melflS of prodllcing abfoll1te fubmiffion. But 
I mufi obferve, in addition to what I have raid above, that 
tllere are fome things f~ bare and treacherolls ill their na­
ture, and fo pernicious in the example to human fociety 
in general, that whatever effeCt they might be fuppofed to 
}lave in a particular cafe, all rnen of liberal mincls have 
concurred in TejeCling tL_ 'me For example, though it is 
generally agreed tllat aiming particularly at the life of a 
leader in battle, is not only lawful but prudent, as it is of 
more confequence than fifty others, yet to {uhorn his fer­
vants to affa1finate him private1y, though it migllt have the 
fame effeet upon the military operations, is univerfally 
condelnned. All inltance ill hifiory occurs to me, in 
\vhich a meafure, though likely to ha\~e a grec-.t influence 
in \veakening the enenly, yet, for its extreme cruelty, 
deferves to be {poken of with horror. It was that of king 
James VII's genera! at the fiege of Londonderry, 1689, 
,.vho, \vhen the garrifon was reduced to extrernity for want 
of provifions, (lrove all the proteflants \\,ithin tI1irt)' miles, 
chiefly old men, women and infatlts, under the ,valls of 
the city, to he either taken in, or fuffered· to perilh with 
hunger under the eyes of their friends. Had this meafure 
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been fuccefsful, it would have been, notwithflanding, 
condemned as unjufl; but I am happy in being able to 
obferve, that aes of extreme cruelty do very feIdom pro. 
duce the effeCts intended by them. \Vhen a certain point 
is exceeded, fear itfelf is converte(l into -rage, and pro. 
duces the unexpeCted and incredible efforts of defpair. 

The principle I have above laid down., will alfo enable 
liS to judge what opinion we fhould form of aCl:s of vio. 
lence and depredation. \Vhen an arnlY can avail itfelf 
of the goods and property of tIle members of a 110flile 
Hate, or probably reduce them to the neceffity of making 
peace, not only the feizure but the redudion of both may 
be juftified, upon the principles of reaion. But when men 
can" only dellroy and not poffefs, and that deftruCtion can 
"()rlly fall upon an illconfiderable nUlnber of helplefs peo­
ple, it is at once inconfinent with greatnefs of mind, and 
for the mofl part againft the intereft of tbe deflroyer. It ' 
operates as an inflammatory principle, and calls up every 
inan, from the firongefl to the feebleR, to affifl: in repel­
ling or punifhing the ravage invader. For lois reafon I 
give it as my opinion, that burning and (lefiroying houfes~ 
where there is no fortrefs, as 11as been in [orne infiaIlces 
done, deferve'3 all tIle epithets of barbarous, favage and 
inhu,nan, that have been befiowed upon it, either by thofe 
'\Tho have fufiered, or thole \Nho have felt in their behalf • 

... ~ few more refleCtions fhould have been added, upon 
wars differently circumftanced, and particularly upon ci. 
\'it wars; but they mull be referred to the next, or fome 
.future paper. 
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N U ~i B E RIll. 

SIR, 

M y lafl paper was employed in examining what is 
the radical prillciple, according to the Jaw of na­

ture and nations, for determining the just and la~vful 
mea11S of carr};ing 011 \var. Ha\'ing left the fuhjeCt un­
finifhed, I will now add what fterns further neCt~clry up­
on it. Ffhe chief and moll remarkable difiinCtion of wars, 
to be found in civilians, is into what they call fore(ffll and 
ciYJi/ \v'ars. By the firfl: are to be llnderfiood, \vars be. 
t\veen nations conferred on both tilles to be feparate and 
independent.. By tIle fecond, \\'ars bet\veen different 
parts of the fame {late. The firfi are fuppofed to arife 
from fome occafiollal injury or partial encroachment, and 
to have fo~· their end the reparation of the wrong. and the 
refioration of fecurity and peace. The fecond, in which 
one part of the fubjeC1s of a ftate Tifes againft another, are 
much more various, both in their caufes and ends, al­
though the rulers of every fiate generally affect to confi. 
der them all as of the fame nature, and belonging to tIle 
fame cIafs. The light in which -they willi them to be 
viewed is, as an infurreCtion of diforderly citizens ngainft 
law and order in general, and therefore as including the 
greaten crime that can he committed againfl f'Jciety, and 
deferving tIle feverefi PUllifllnlent. This is the true and 
proper import of the laws againfi treafon in any country, 
and if the objeCt on Wllich they take holel is really ruch as 
they defcribe, no fauit can be found with their feverity .. 
lIe \vho breaKS the publ~c peact:, atld attempts to fub\'ert 
the order o~- the fociety of which he is a member, is t ui1-
ty of the greateft crime againfi: ever] other member, by 
robbing him of a bleffing of the greaten va1ue in itfelf, as 
well as elfentially neceffary to the poffdton of every 
otller. 

For this reafon it is that in ci\;iI wars one party takes 
upon itfelf to be on the fide of order and good govern­
ment, and confiders every perion of the oppofinl band" 
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not as a citizen contending fer the fuppofec1 rights of his 
OWIl ftate, but as a ft!lon, an(i a crilninaJ breaking t}le 
la\v of God antI nlall, a11(1 if fubdued alld taken, (lefiined 
to public, ignominious, legal puniflunent. But let us 
c011fider a littl~ the caufcs al1d circunlll:ances of ci\7il 
wars~ as they have appeared in hif1:ory. Some have 
dOllbllefs been of the kin(l abo\!te defr: ri bed , and \vhil h 
the la\v in general prefu,nes; but if they ha\'e been nu. 
merous, they have h~rdlj· ever been forlnidable. I:1fur. 
reclions of profligate or even miflakell c~tizens have ge­
nerally been local, aild oc£afioned by 1om~ Cir\;ull1flallces 
that do not eJTea the \vhole body of an enlpire, and thtre­
fore have been eafily fupprefied. l\fany of the civil war~ 
v..'hleh Ila\~e torI} and difiraCled great empires, have arifen 
from the ambition an(l turbulence of particular mell, con· 
tending for PQ\\.rer and influence in the adminiftration ot 
'.{o\?ernment. Such \vere the wars of Sj·l1a and l\'Iarius, 
C:elar and Pompey, in the ROlnan republic; in \\,hich, 
though the partifallS on both fides were certainly crinli. 
nal, }Tet at, the fame tin!e, they VJere equally fo. ", e 
rna}? place ill the faille ratlk, the civil wars ill England 
~nJ };'ra,1ce, Wllich were fo long in the one country]", and 
fo bJo\'ldy' in both __ al)Ol~t the fucceffion to the crO\~~ll, In 
!hef~ \var,), the principle on \vhich the}' were waged, was 
fU!ldaln~ll~llly wrong, viz .. tllat there was a claim of right 
in one laolily or perron, \\'hich entitled thenl to authGri­
ty dillil1Cl: from CO,llITIOll confent, or the general gootl. 
But trlis prillciple \vas the [dOle to both parties; nlany 
,,'erfons of ellu 11 hOl1or al1d truth enlbraced tIle oppofite 
fides of the ql~el1ion; and \'!e can perceive no difference 
at all ~t\Veell tllem, 111 l~oirlt of mer~t or (lelnerit to\\!arJs 
the fcciet)~. If Olle conterlds for the uncle, and i}1e other 
f(lr the Ilephe~\r, to be I{lng, or the l)o!lerit), of each nlany 
gellerltions (iiflant, all(] a' b:oo~ly \var mllfl decj\l~ tIle 
quell ion. little other refleaion can occur to a conhderale 
man, tllan to pity tIle \Veaklltfs of hunlan nature. 

'"rl1ere retlla~llS anotl1er clafs of civil \vars, ill \,'ll!ch a 
part or the great body of a monarchy or republic rdi!l 
the atithority of their rtilers, all l)retence th~\t the)' are 
futTtrillc unJ.:r opprelIicn. rrh~y do this fometimes with 
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i view to redrefs their grieVan~ and fotnetimes to rub .. 
\:ert their govenament altogether as infupponable, and 
ie.fettle it upon a new foundation. It alfo f~uently 
happens that they begin with the firft or theft, and in C:e 
Coutfe of the quarrel find or think it neeeflary to end with 
the laft. Then: are many wars of this kiDt! upon tecord~ 
fome of which have been iuccefsful, and others not. I( 
they have been fuctefsful, hiftory digriifies them with the 
name of Revolution; and if othenrife, t~ moft bear 
that cf rebe!lion. Their fuceefs, howeyer, is 00 certain 
criterion of their jutlice. The civil war in England of 
the Iaft century, which bears the name of the grand rea 
bellion, and the !ate vigorous canteR of the Corfitahs 
againft the republic of Genoa, though they were fold into 
Bavery .. were aoi honorable in the prinCipld, 1$ the {uccefs. 
fbI refinance of the Seven United Pnmnces to the king 
of Spain, or the efforts of the EngJifh nation at ~ 
which we have now agreed to call the g/otitIIU r, , •• 

Let us app!y th~fe remark}; to the fubjea of <1m' prefene 
enquiry, the means and ma:lner of ctrrying em war. 
In taCt, it has always been fbund thai ciVJ1 \fats 'ave 
been tarried on with a rage and animofity mach greater 
than thofe of independant nations. ACb of cruelty have 
been much mbtt frequent while they lailed: and after 
peace has ta~n place, the alienation of mind a.9Jd inward 
reletltmeht lias l1eeri rtuith gteatet add of I,anger continu­
ance. The batbarity of the Sylllll and l'darian fatlions 
te each other in Rome, a3 well as the profcripti~ri of the 
two fubfe<1iicilt triumvirate! of th~, fiate, were fa horrible 
that it is difficult tb co:iceive l~o.\t burtlan nature could be 
brought to fuch an ~fteUng and hardened tel1lper~ as 
to give or execute the bldodyorders. As foon at a war 
h~tween independent nati<ms ceafcs, the wound is per .. 
fealy healed, and partkular perfon~ of tbtfe n8tidns da 
llot retain the Jeaft degree of tefentment .. infi eaeh 
other. It is quite ctherwife in civil wars. They ofttu 
give a name alld charaacr to the different fciaions, which 
is not obliterated for ~nany generation,. ,\\rhig and Tory 
are Dalnes by \~·hith perfbll~ and families are nill diftiG­
g~ii~ed in !-ngland. . altbough they arc both of great anti~ 
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quity, and the firfl of them more th~n a h!lndred years 
old. 

lVhenc:ver . .4;~j' err~<\ is general and c~nnant,. there mull 
be rome fuit4ble allJ. permanent caure -or caufes for it. It 
rna}- not therer~w-e be amifs, either in a philofol>hical or a 
moral view, to examine the caures of this phenomenon in 
political life:. One caufe may be afEgned for it which is 
very generaI~ ~ut wh;ch win perfeCtly apply to lhis, as well 
as to ·~yery other kind of firiJe. The greater the injury 
that j~ done, a'l~ ~e firotlge~ the Gbligations to friendfilip 
that are broken through, the deeper-the refentmcnt that is 
felt by a. fcnfible mind. Now,. it is certain that to dit1urb 
the inttrnal peace of ~ ftate by a civil war, i~ a much 
more dreadfui e\Jil, and touches the people more Ulliver. 
fally, than war with a ioreign kingdom. Befides, injuries 
done, or fuppofed to be done, by thofe with whom we arc 
nearly conneCled, and from w hom we expeCted every act 
of friendfhip, wound more deeply than thofe done by 
flraoJ!ers or perfoos unknown. This is fo generally true, 
that differences between l)\!ar relations, if they come tc a 
certain ht:i~ht, and are ptlblicly knOll-OJ are fcarcely ever 
thoroughly reconciled. They may be apparently or im. 
perfeCtly taken away, the fore may be {kinned over, hut 
it flill rankles at llOttom, anu upon the llightefi touch is 
ready to break out anew. 

Another caufe which may be affigned for the barbarity 
exerciJ't:d in civil \\:ars, is tIle hattfcl or contemptible idea 
\vhich tIle one fide, at~Jeaft, ofrcn entertains of tIle other-. 
It IS a fine obfervation of a moral writer of the laft age, 
l' If you want to be \\I8011y free from the ~uilt of injury, 
oppreffion or llander, you mull take care what you thillk 
of others, for it is certain th,\t }' ~urlreatment of them will 
be accorcling to the Opillion yeu have forme<l of tlleir cha­
raaer and merit." This remark is perfeBly jufi: for if 
once a man aUow himfdf to hate ;mOlhe.r heartily, there is 
no anfwering for \v~,at he \\,iII <.10 to him, nor is the natu­
ral humanity. of his difpofition the leafi fecurity againft his 
going to excefs. Perfons of the gentleft nature and the 
fafteLl [ex, when completely enraged, have been guilty of 
the OlOn horrid cruelty. This is commonly accounted 
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fot' b" the mixtllre of fear and hatred. But if a~other in. 
t 

gredi:nt is ~ded to the compofition, it will be yet more 
J)owf'rf\~l; I mean contempt. Some may think that tear 
and contempt are inconfiflent, but this is a lnifiake. You 
cannot fear the firength of an enenlY and .dcfpl.fe it, at the 
fame ~ime; but you may eafiJy fear Ilis firength and ma­
lice, and de1llife Ilis character. If t11erefore )·ou join all 
there together, fear, llatre(l and contempt, to\;lar{ls an ene. 
my, it will not be wonderful if the treatment he receh'es 
is unmerciful or unjuft. This is often the cafe in civil 
wars. l"hofe who are on the fide of gO\'ernment are apt 
to form the Dloft unjufi, as \vell as dc:rpicabl~ ideas, of their 
opponents, and never to f peak of them but in the nlofi op­
probrious terms~ By this they are naturally led to be­
have towards them with inhumanity, and 10metimes in 
their correfpondence tIley \vill fcarce confider thenlf~l\'es 
as upon an equality, or be bound by the la'vs of fincerity 
and truth. 

I could illuftrate-the influence of charaCler, and the opi­
nion we entertain of others, on our COl1dufi toward them, 
by many inflances in hifiory. It is the true and genuine 
fource of the Roman Catholics not keeping faith with he. 
retics. This th~ir enenlies charge them \vith as an avo\\'"­
ed principle; which they deny. But that they have acted 
agreeably to it is fact. rrhe example of John Huts of Bohe­
mi~ and feveral others, . put it beyond all queflion. ~t is 
alfo the true caufe of the cruelty of the inquifition, com· 
monly called the bloody 1"ribunal. Nothing is more 
common than to cOtlfider the miniflers of this COtlrt as 
nloniters divefied Qf every ft!eling of hlllnarlit}1, and 10 to 
lay three fourtlls of the blame UpOll tile perfonal character, 
whereas in truth, it ought to be wllolly ilnpute(l to the 
pO\\ger of bigotry and falfe zeal. WIlen once a perron is 
belie~'~d to be an enemy to God, alld Ineritillg his utmoft 
vengeance, it is ll0t wonderft:l t!llt tnen filould co-oIlerate 
with Ilim, al1d i,)flitl that little part of it tllat is ill their 
power. It is not fo properly fuffering in itfelf, as the inno­
cence ofthe fufferer, or the difproportion of the: fuffc:ring 
to the crime, that excites Ollr com.paffion. When crilnes 
are very atrocious, \\~e fometimes feel, and in Come qcgrec 
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rag. et, the weaknefs of human "er.geance. which ~ann« 
fOffibly gh~ them their due. I can recollell feveral in. 
fiances of ctimilws, on whore condemllation~ not one but 
many would fay, " he defel'fts, if it were poflible, a thou. 
~nd deaths. 

But now let me draw thIS diffcrtation to a coricJ\l~en, 
or as divines would fay, to the application. it is eary to 
£.--e. from the above prin6pks, what are the dillates of 
truth and juftice 1$ to the manne: of carrying on ci..,il wars. 
There is but one clara of tbem in which tb~ behaviM 
1bould be dil'erent from the praftice that prevails in wars 
with independent ftates; I mean when tumultuous and 
d:forderly citizens attempt to fubvert law and order alto­
gether. But when the grounds of the quarrel .re plaufible 
on both fide~ and when it is demonftrable that ~rfons of 
tfle ftritlelt honor and integrity may be found acJhering to 
the oppofitc parti~ they are bound lly every tie to can­
dor in judgment, and to humanity and mercy in their con~ 
dua towards each Qt~r. JlappiJy we often fee the parties 
~n ruch Wars CQmpelled to humanity through f~lf.intereft, 
~nd reflrained ~ fear of one of the jufleft of all Jaw~ that 
of retaliation. I could wifh, however, that a fenfe of du­
ty fhould be added to this obii~tion; for neither neceBity. 
nor even inclination, is fo Itable and powerfui a principle 
of aBion, as reafon and truth imprdfed on the confcience. 
Neceflity does not always feetp equally firong, and the im. 
pulfe of natural affeaion is tranfi~nt and changeable; l>ut 
tba( which we confider as eifential to our duty t we 1ball 
~dhere to without the aflifiance of either, and ought to do 
it even in QPpofitiofl to both. 

I do truly think myfelf, in n1y prefent retirement (beg­
zing the reader's ~rdon) not ill qu~ined. in PQint of im. 
partiality, fQr handling thi$ fubjec~, .pd applying it to the 
prefent ~onten between Great·~rit~in and {\merica. I am 
paft the age of bearing arms, apd whatever I have done 
before. fbal1 proha\bly neveragain wiel~ any o~h~rweapons, 
1ban thofe impr~perly fo called, the tong~e an~ the pen. 
l' do clearly fee the perfeCt jufiice and great importance of 
the claim on the one hand, and eafily conceive the pOlVe~ 
C)f rrejuqic{: o.n tl1~ ot~er. 9n the p~rt of Amerita, ther~ 



W3C not the mofi diflant tboogbt of (ub\~rting the govern­
ment, or burting the inteteft of the people of G~3t-Bri. 
tain~ but of dtfending their own priYi~s &om unjufl 
encroachment; there was not the Jean dcfi~ of witb­
drawing their allegiance from the common rOft~~ till 
it became abfolutely nece~ .. and indeed was his 0\\'0 

choice: On the ether hand, I OlD eaftly conceive that 
!oofe who have been 1001 accunomed to fubje8ion~ and 
from whom it is really doe, fhould not (oddenly enter into 
the reafons of exempting a people, otherwifc'tuateet from 
the fame burden. 11ley are therefore or coorfe ea6ly de­
ceived by falre or imperfe8: accounts of a diflant country. 
and in~nfibly bided by the pbrattol~ contlantly ufed, 
particalarly the t~rms rebels and rebellion. Upon the 
whole, as I am now to difmifs this rubj~ and profccute 
the plan laid down in my tirft number, I fhall conclude 
with faying, That humanity is the nobleR attendant on 
true valor; and that he will probably fight men bravely. 
""ito never fights till it is necefiary, and ewes to fight as 
foon as the necel1ity i$ over-
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O
~l}: of the great~n difficulties that oCCurs to writers 
of mifcellaneous efi:l\'"s, and which has been often 

complained of, is the fixi~g upon proper fuhjecb. \Ve 
are cOllfine,l, as a ceftaill writer obferves, to ' humln 
nature and life,' and y~t there have been fo completely 
ranfacked, and almofi ~tery charaCl:er and occurrence has 
~n pJacecl in luch a variety of lights, that it is hardly 
poffible to find a corner that is whoUy untouched. At 
the fame time, as to the manner of writing, the reaGer 
generally expe8s two things that feem to be inc:ompati .. 
hIe alld mutually deilrlltttVe of each other. The one is, 
that it be nriking and original; and the other; that it be 
iimple, ftatural and obvious. If we fay what any bOliy 
might fa}~, tten it is a trite, beater), COOlmon· place, hack. 
neyeu t('pic; and if we fay what '1~ould not rea<.iily occur 
to others, then it is a forced, unnatural, out of t.be 'Wiry 

nlanller of thinkillg atld writing~ than which there cannot 
be a greater (lifparaget'nent of either writer or frJeaker, nor 
any that will more fpeediIy.or effeCtually prevent his fuc­
cefs. But notwithfianding this apparent hardlhip, there 
is a real jufiice in the exp~aation of the public in both ree 
(peets, when rightly underfiood. A writer's felltimeI1ts 
ihould be properly his own, and yet they fhould not be 
too mucll repugnant to other people's. ,And as-one man~s 
i:1ce is eafiJy diLl.illguilheJ rrom that of every ottler, thougll 
the general features are the fame in all, he nlay preferve 
his genlline charaC1t'Y \\,ithout going far I)llt of the way, or 
aiming at any thing odd or particular tor this purpore. 
I kno\v not 110"' it is \vith otllers, but for n1y o\vn part, I 
would rather write on a fubjett that has been often han. 
(lIed, or a charafter that has been often defcribed, than 
one·of a contrary kind; becaufe, in fucll cafes, I can form 
111Y own fentimerlts \vith greater precifioll, and exprefs 
them with greater peffpicuity and force. 
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The reader may confider the abo\·e as an illtroUuCiion, 
. preface, or, if he pleaft!s, apology for the following diner. 
tatiors, which fhall have for its fubjecl a certain llum~ll 
character or quality, generaUy called plain common Sc:ns~. 
I Clull, in the tirf} place, fettle the meaning of the expref. 
fion. There are in every )ang\lag~, certain fille or nice 
diflinaions in the ufe boll) of phrafes and l1ngle terlllS, 
which, though introduced alld fina:ly ftttied by general 
pra8ice. are not al\\~ays attended to or fully underfiood. 

. III the cafe! before us, I think, the term is ured very nif. 
ft:rentiy in the negative, from ~'llat it is in the pofitive 
forol. \Vhen we fay of a man, ,hat he 'iVtlnts common 
sense, we mean that he is a very great fool, and fome­
times that he is the next thing to a changeling or ideoto 
But when, in the pofith'e form, we fay of a man, that he 
is a man ofplain common seme, we give him a good cha. 
raCter, and are underflood by it as affirming that lhere 
~re not man} fuperior or equal to him in that particular, 
as alfo that he pofieifes a quality of no inconfiderable va-
lue. It is plaill, that in there t\VO ways of fi>eaking, the 
term common fenre Rands for different th-illgS, III the 
:firft of them it figfiifies, that fenfe that is really common 
to all lnen, or at leafl nearly univerfal : ill the feccnd it 
fignifies either fomething totany different, or at lean a de­
gree of that fp.nfe which is not po[dfc:d by the plurality, 
b.ut perhaps is called common, becaufe it may be found 
in rome perfons of every ranl{. 

Let me now enquire a little into the charaClers of cnm­
mon fenfe. It is t~e gift of nature. and may be clearly 
difiinguillied fronl what is acquired by fiudy or applica. 
tiOJ1. III ~lje r'('houghts on \1arious SubjeCts, by S\\'ift and 
Pope, we have one to this purpofe, that' fine fenfe is no:: 
h3lf [0 uieful as comnlon fenie, for he that 11as tIle one 
\v'itllout tIle ot11er, is like Olle that carries nothing about 
him but go}cl coin, WllO mllfi be often at a Jofs for \\~ant 
of change.' In another ofthefe thoughts we are informed, 
, that to attempt to move the multitude with fine fenfe, is 
like attempting to hew a blvck with a razor.' With all 
refpeCl to tllefe great Inen, I mult fay, that lllOUgh tllere 
is. fomething fm~rt and lively .in the abo.ve rcciteJ {,od. 
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ments, yet they are more brilliant than jun; they teem 
to fuppofe. that refinement is a thing of th.e fame kind 
with cornman retlfe, and only higher in degree) and yet 
at the fan~e time that a man may poifefs genuine refine. 
lOent anc·i be without common fenre, neither of which, in 
D)y opinton, is true, at leaR in fuch a fenre as to malte 
their fimilitudes juft or their reafoning conc1ufive. Re. 
finemellt is as different fronl common fenfe as the culture 
is from the foil, or the climate from either; but as their 
joint influence is necefi"ary to the produtlion of the crop, fa 
fine fenie, without conlmon fenre as its ground-work and 
foundation, very ill deferves the name. If 1 raw a man 
attelnpting to hew a block with a razor, or heard him 
fpeaking in metaphyfical. abfiraa, unintelligible terms, to 
a multitude of common people, I 1hould heartily agree 
that he wanted common fenfe; but that he pofre[ed fine 
ienfe, I fhould not be eafily brought to confefs. 

'l"'he ure of ft;ientific terms and fentiment!, brought 
from what is known only to fcholars and improperly in. 
troduceds' has been long treated with the contempt it de­
ferves; but it is confidered as belonging only to ttle learn. 
ed profeffions. I was well acquainted with ~ divine many 
years ago, who began a prayer in his .congtegati,'n with 
there words, ' 0 Lord, thou art the fimpJefi of all beings/ 
which incenfed his hearers againfi him to fuch a degree; 
that'they accufed him of having fpoken blafphemy i where. 
as the poor man only meant to fay, that God was philofo. 
phically fimple and uncompounded, altogether different 
from the ~roffnefs, divifibility, or, as it is fometimes more 
learnedly called, the difcerptibility of matter. I was alfo 
acquaiated with a phyfician .. who, fitting with a lady in 
her own houfe, and being aiked by her, 'DoCl:or; are ar· 
tichokes good for children?' atlfwered, 'Madam~ the}?' 
are tile leart flatulent of all the efculen t tribe,' indeed, doc­
tor, . fays the lady, I do not underfiand a word of ,-"hat you 
have {aid. Now, I think, fe\v would have much adnli· 
red either the fine or common fenfe of there gentlemen, 
tflOUgh certainly the divine would have been confidered a!; 
the greater fool of the two, for phyficians, as a body 1 have 

. aiferted and maintained their right to the ufc of hard 
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f:Jhraies beyond any other dafs of fcholars. }Jut there ie 
n certain fpecies of this fault~ which, I thillk, has not lken 
much taken notice of; and that is, \vhen mel), either of 
high fiation or real 1enfe and literature. are fil)t,'(} with 
felf.fufficiency, and cannot think of defcending to tho 
level of thofe with whom they converfe, either in fenti. 
,IDems or phrafeology. 1 fufpetl there were a few grains 
of this failing it:' the illuftrlous perfon. hot long ago men· 
-tionc:d; and th"t their fentiments, above related, are 
an evidence of it. In this infianc:t their fine fcnre waS 
an over match for their common fen.fe, and this was an 
evident proof of the imperfeaion of both. 

If thtn fine fenfe does not differ effentiatly from tom. 
hlOll fenre. and the .firft is nothing mote than a certain 
-brigbtnefs ot polifh given to the lan, it ~ould feem as if 
by common reore we ought to undetiland the rational 
power. in general, and the capacity of improvement. But 
here we meet with a dHlicu]ty which feerna tG need a re. 
{olution. If common fenfe is nothing eIre but the ftrtngth 
Df the intelletlual powers taken complex1y, then muft it 
be in every perfon in pr(jportion to thofe powerS; and 
fdence, if it does not improve, certainly cannot diminifil 
it. Yet there is no brallcl1 of fcience whatever but we 
find fome perfons cap3ble of learning it, and frequently 
even of fh;:-.ing in it, +.rho are notwithfianding very de. 
fective in common fenre, and after their learned aC(luifi .. 
-tions, the defeCt is either greater in itfe)f, or at lean Inlore 
"ifible t!lan lkfore. ~.,. e find many who learn the dead 
languages to great perfeClion, who learn arithmeti~ geo­
metry, natural philofophy, rhetoric, politics. who even 
become eminent in tome of them, and tolerably 1kilJed in 
all, whom yet we reckon greatly inferior to more igno .. 
rant perions, in clear, found, comlT.~'l ~enfe. 

Perhaps it may be thought that there ignorant perrons 
only \!anted the (JIJportullity of improvement, and WDul!i 
have excelled the others alfo in Jite"""'lture had they a,pplied 
to it. rrhis I cIa not find to be the cafe, from the irliian. 
ces in which a trial has been n,ade. Doubtlefis there 
are'Tome t'xamples of perfons eminently pofl~ffed elf judg~ 
rnent or common fenfe: itS well as capable of aC"luirinc 

VOL. IV. 3 L ' 
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fKiJ) in the fciences; but there talents are by no means 
the fame, or in direa proportion to Olle another. I have 
ktl0V~"11 perfons \\-ho ieeoled capable of learning any thing, 
and \\-ho did kllO\V a great deal l1pon many fubjetls, \vho 
·)-et ht\d ruch a cOlni~al ca-I} ill their general bellavior, 
-that it \\'as not eafy to avoid fmHing at their fpeecll and 
·condu£\:. I ha\?e even knO\\,ll perfons, male and female, 
·with wllom you could find no fault~ but that their carriage 
ancl converiation \\"ere too complete a.nd perfea at all 
times, and yet we fufpeCled them of foll}' .. merely becaufe 
they were free from the follies and irregularities of others. 
I remember an intlance, in early life, of my being in 
·company, for the fir.!! ti1ne, with a certain }tOllng lad}:-, 
·and after a few nlinutes, fhe afked me a very judicious 
. quefiion upon the cnara8er and hifiory of Auguflus (:re­
far, which made me immediately fufpeCt that {he was not 
qllite found; whereas, if file had onl}1P raid it was a fille 
day after the rain, or uttered any other ruch wife and. 
_ pertinent refleCtion, I fhould have concluded nothing to 
_ her prejudice. On the other hand, there are man)· in­
fiances of perfons who have made trial of ftudy and fdeuce 
with very little fuccefs, a!ld \vho, giving them up, have 

· appiieu to atlive life, and have defervedly acquired the 
'ct1aracter. of cJear-heade<l, fenfible, judicious rnen. The 
,trllth is, the diflin8ion bet\veen literature and common 
-ienfe, feemsto be\\'ellkno\\ln and generally ackno\\"le(lged. 
There are {orne who evidently give way to, or even cUfeCl: 

. all abfence of min(l, from forgetfuIllefs and inattention to 
\\,hat they are !lbout, and expect \ve fhould confider it as 
an il1dication of profolll1d ftudy and deep learning. l"his 
i~ ·one of tile mof~ ridiculous pieces of affeClation imagi­
nable.. Such gentlemen; if they be logicians, fll0uld. be 
told thatll particular; ad tJ:li'iJ(;'rsalc tklh 'CJoict cOllsequclltia. 

: \\i e know very well lti(it Jbnle gr~~t: icholars are fools, 
bllt ll1is \\'ill never prove tl1at all fools ate great fcllolars • 
. U I)on the \\1110Ie, it fceills. tllat iciellce, or a ci11acity for 
· it, is not commQn fenle. 

Since then cOIn mOIl fenfe is a gift of nature, clitTerent 
. froln a capacity for fcience in genera), {hall \ve fay that it 
:-.is ~~ius) incluuing particularly th,,)fe exalted and'ldmircrl 

, 
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talfots which have been, by fome -of the laten writers, 
called the powers of imagination. Here we are further" 
irom the point than ever, for great \,·it 211d a li\'el}, im3. 
gination are rather confidercd as oppot!d to jud~ment and 
prudence, and other happy fruits of common te:nJe. So 
much is this the cafe, that the poet has been often cited 
with "approbation, who fays, 

" Great wit to m:tdnefs fure is near allied, 
And thin partitions do their bouncls divide." 

It is common to h'V, that ruch a nlan l1as more fail thatl 
balian, meaning th~t his imagination, fire and fprightlinefs 
are an o\;ermatch for his prudence, and clearj}, carrying 
tIle 1llppofitiol1, that tllis laft qt~alit}, is as 0Pi-lOfite to tile 
others, as fail is to ballaft, or even motion to rene To aU 
this may be added, that fonle \VllO really \vere, and many 
who defired to be thought, metl of great genius, have ac-' 
tually claimed it as their r;ght, llot to be confined to com~ 
mon fornls, and indeed have generall}7 aCted accordingly .. 

'\7 e nave feen then that refinement, fcience, genius, are 
not comOlon fenfe, thall we I}O\V go ally further? ]s there 
not a ;haraCl:er in which there is knowledge of the moft 
liberal kind, clearnefs 'of underftanding,. penetration of 
Inilld upon e\7ery fubjeCl:, and )"'et a \\~eaknefs or want of 
common fenfe, in cont1uCl: and behavior? Are tllere not 
fome who feem to Ilave, not 'only all other fellfes, bu~ conl. 
mon fenfe too, for every body but ther.lfelves '? They caLl 
inlillediately and fc!adily difcover tl1e millakes of others, 
they Call _give the beft and foundeft ~dvice upon e"'ery 
{ubjeCt, and yet nev«!r could aCt a wife-part themielves on 
any fubjeCl. Some ",ho are even conll0ifrc~rs in Q!cono­
nly, never ,c,an keep their 0\\111 affairs in tolerable order. I 
11ave kno~n ~ gentleman V~tho re(luced himfelf tQ beggary 
by fooliili projeas, yet, after having fold his paternal in. 
heritance, he employed himltlf in thinking and writing 
on that fubjeCt on which he had atted wrong, and pub. 
lilhed drays on ag .. icDiture, modefUy pointing out to gen. 
tlemen and farmers by how fmall a por.tion ~f land, well 
impruved, they might fpeedily acquire a plentiful eflatc. 



.' 
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Up.,n comparing all there obfervations t~ether, I be~ 
Jeave to lay oO\\1n a few propofitions which appear to he 
neareR the truth in the way of theory or fyfiem, and on 
them to ~ound a few prafiical advices. There feern to 
be three: feparate qualities of the human mind very well 
ex prefTed in the old philofophy, by the three kno,,-n terms 
of m:-mory .. ima(!ination and judgnlent. Thefe are truly 
diili,lt! one from another; for an}" one of them may not 
onl}- ex ill, bllt he ill hiJ!h perfe8ion, itl the abfellce of both 
the others. 1'his wi)) not, 1 thillk, be doubted as to the 
t\\'O firtl, and e\'en as to tile I,lfi, I hav~ kllown lonle per. 
fOns not only \\'ithoat imagination as a talent, but with 
vefi' little tafle for works of ililagillalion, afl(1 whore me. 
mary \\'as 110 ,,'ays remarkable, who have pa[~ through 
life: with weat dignity and credit, who, with or without 
It:ttroiug, hOiVt conduClaJ their own affairs with prudence 
and dilcretion, anj dilcovered the higheft fenfe of pro­
priety alld decorum in all their intercourfe with otherst 

.. n~er the happy guidance of plain coo}mon fenfe. 
In the nestt place, though there qualities are diftina. 

th~}' are b}: no means inconlpatibJe. There have been 
inftances of perfons who poffclft:d lU the t~ree in higb per .. 
fecl :00; and there mull be a collfiderable proportion oT 
each to form a charaaer truly illuflrious. Some, in whom 
intagination has been vtry ftrong, have a1fo been remark .. 
able for c1earnt:fs of judgment in their works, ~ood fenro 
and prudence in their whole deportment. The fame tbing 
I fay of memory. Some prodigies of memory have been 
d~fetlive in jucigmellt, but many great men have alfo C.x­
ccllt:d in thiS refJXtt. anti no fn1alJ meafure of it is neter. 
fary both in works of genius and the funtlions of public 
nf: A· Ie. gaIn, 

Of thefe three qualitie., juu~ent is by far the moil 
v:tlu.tble and important. Of itfeJf it is amiable and re. 
ipt ct.thie, whi~e the otherst without it, are contemptible, 
ufeleis or hurtful. A man of memory without judgment, 
is d fool; and a man of imaRination, without judgment, 
is mad. bot when this gre~t quality takes the government 
Gf both, they acquire luftre, and c;ommaoo univerfal cr. 
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teeM. No humin if!("om!>lifhment, un1ers it has this as 
its found~ticn and grO!ltld." orl~~ cali reach perfeaion~ even 
in its own kind. M~rr .. ory will make a lillguifi~ imagina­
tion ,,·iJI make a poet, penetration will make a phiJofo. 
pher, public life wili make a politician, and court breed. 
ing will make a n)an of falbion; yet all of them are ef. 
fen:ially defeCtive, if common I~nfe is weak or wanting. 
There is fomething in the appiication and direaion of aU 
thtfe accomplifhments which judJ!ment mull fupp1y, and 
\\thicb neither ;nftruClion, cxaolpJe, nor even experience 
will bellow. 

It is probable that many would readily grant me (what 
yet I do not a1k~ being hardly of the fame opinion) that of 
~II the charaaers jullllow mentioned, that i)f a milD or 
fafhion or politene:s is the mon fuperficial. and what may 
be "lOft eafily attailled by imitation and habit. Yet even 
here, nothing is more eafy than to fee the donlinion of 
judgment and good fenfe, or the p~ya1ence of foUy and 
indifcretion. That want of prefence of mind or embar. 
raffinent, which is often the effetl of modellv or bafhful. 

~ 

nefs, nay, even the errors and blunders which vifibly pro-
ceed fronl ignorance and mifiake of the reigning DIode, 
are not half fo abfurd and ridiculous, as the affe8ed airs 
and mifplaced ceremonies of a fop, of which the ladies are 
always moO: attentive obfervers, and to give them their • 
due, generally not incompetent judges. 

Once more, judgment is an original and radical qua. 
lity, that is of aU others leall capable of being communi. 
cated by -infiruction, or even irnproved or augnlented b}tt 
culture. Memory and imagination are alfo gifts of na. 
ture; but they may be greatly increafed, the one by ex­
ercife, and the other by iuduJgence. You may teach a 
man any thing in the world but prudence, which is the 
genuine offspring of (OmOlOn fenfe. It is generally faid 
that experience teaches fools, but the meaning of the pro­
verb is often Illifiakeo, for it does not fignify that experi. 
ence makes them wife: it lignifies that the3' never are 
wife at all, but perlin in {pite of hlfiruaion, warning and 
example, till they feel the effeCts of their own folly. If a 
man is born with a fuud of good fcnfe and natural duccm. 
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ment, it will appear in the 'Very firft fiagts of his educa~ 
lion. He who outllrips his fellows in a grammar fchool, 
will not al\\'ays be the greatefl fcholar in. advanced lif~ ; 
but he \,·ho does not difcover difcernment and fagacity 
when a boy .. will never be dit1inguifhed for it fo long as 
he'lives. It is often jaid, !o a certain country, that a fool 
of forty will never be wife i which is fometimes under­
flood as if a man m3.(le as r~g(jiar a progrefs to the fum. 
Dlit of his ,,-ifdom, till the age offorty, as he does to that 
of his fiature till tweot}1t ; which is a very. great miftake. 
I t.ll~e it to be in tllis c3fe, as in the other, that a lllan 
of forty has fufficiently proved to aU the world that he is 
not, and therefore that he .never \vas, and nC\-er \\1till be 
"lite. 

Shall \\!e fay then that this moil valuable of all human 
qualities receives no benefit at aU from a well conduCted 
educatioa. from lludy, or !Tom an acquaintance with the 
world. I anfwtr, that I do not think it is capable of any 
change ill its nature, or a(lllition to its vigor" but it may 
be joined to other talents of more or lefs \'alue, and it may 
be applied to purpotes more or leis ufeful and important, 
and thellce acquire a luftre a11d polifh, of \\'hieb it \vould 
other\\tife be dc:llitute, rj"he fame good ie~fe and pru~ 
dence, whic!l alone would make a fenfible, judici&us far­
mer, would, if united to memory and im~gination, and 
el1riched ,,~'itil fkill in the liberal arts, make an eminent 
fcholar, and brillg in large contributions to the treafury of 
human fdence, Ffhe flme foundnefs ofjudgment).which~ 
in a country life or c\)ntraaed neighbonlood, would let an 
example of frugaiity, be an enemy to diforder, and point 
out the! poilC!H'or as a proper umpire in unhappy diIIeu­
t ions; \\~ou;ll, ill a nlorC! eillarge(l fpilere) make an accom­
lllillied fenator or a politician, to manage the afi'airs of a 
large comr.lullit)~, or ie:ttle the Jiilerences of cOlltending 
natltlns. 

I come 110\V to offer ffi): readers fome ad\rices, a prac~ 
tiee to wh~ch I am by nature anti habit exceedingly prono.. 
11 ciifficult)" it InuIt l):! cO!lfeil~(I, i~ems to occur i~·l this 
nlattc~. If the ahO\"c theory be jufi, there feems to l"l« 
1 ; .. t 1 e r"" n 1 I ~ ,f. 1 ... ·' ~ ", u -1 ~ ~~ n (" .. he (Yr--eat tale fit r.o 1 a rgp 11 
•• ,,-- .... ~w ~ .\-" '- 6· ~_"\ .. v:, (,,, \..1 D • , " .. -. ," 
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'8r \Villiam S. Stephens Ol'Thomas \\:" clliamfon, Spur. 
Dr Edward D. Snlith t~r county 
~Iorton "iaring, Efq l:ol llugll ~lcans, Fair f'(.rcR 
~lr5 Mary \\"aring ~-fr Samllell\rcllibald 

Stlfanna PoRe 11 Henry Story 
Ann Faiffoux Jatnes l\laycrs, jun 
l\largarct Young ~\1oft!s ,\~ 11ite 
l\lar)· Ann Shre,vlliury lIugll DickfoJl, J\. B. Pendle .. 

Jofiah 5mith, Efq, Cafhier of ton cOllnty 
National Branch bank ~lr San1ucl Otterfon, t:l1ioD 

Rev. Dr. M'Calla, Chrifi.'s c()'~nty 
church Rev Robert '''·ilfon, .l:.bbevillc 

Rev James Adams, Dorchefier :1\lrs Sufannah Ogier 
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Henry 1\1. Evans, Efq l\lary Colcock 
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l\lary 'l'urpin Gracia R~yers, Efq 
Sarah Parker l\lr \\Tilliam Rivers, fell 

Ifaac Perr}7, Efq Dorchefter Jonall Rivers, fen 
~Irs Mary E. Droze l\Irs Stlfallnall River5 
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John Rore Anne Bal'lle,,·ell 
John Carr 1\1' lr\tofil 
'Viiliam Fl~ck, St Pauls Ivlary Lambcil 
""Villiam Patterfon \\Tilliam Roach, Efq 
Charles Steed, \Vadmela,v lVII's Ann 'Varing 

Iflalld Mr PattI ,\t alers 
Thomas Fickling Jacob "-alter 
Fl'ancis Fickling Richarfl Singleton 
Henry Hanlla, ""'"illiamlb. l\ttrs I\lary Barnc,vell 

~lrs E Ii .Hatter, Charleilon Dr J R \\'itllerfpoon 
l\Ir \Villiam Paille Re,· John l\'I'Roberts 

Hllg;h Sill1pfon Mr \Villiam Champlin 
Alexander Robertfon I William H Caper!), Efq . 
John l.\tl'Do\\rel,Charlefion Paul Fripp 

Jolin Johnhfln, Efq Jolln Jellkins, fell 
:\lr Jofeph Hoger, jun JollB Jenkins, jUtl 

"rillialn l.eecll J 01111 \Vardla \V 

Jeremiah Rafe Benjamin Montgonler}-
J eire Eilnore J'ofeph Pope 
Ed,Yard B Morgan Jof~pll Edings 
Daniel Crukfhanks Benjanlin C~lamplin 

Dr John Noble Rev Jof(:!ph (:ook 
l\fr Jofeph l\1ecolnb 1 D.r Archibald C:alnpbell 

'Villiam Pulley I ~lr Stephen Lawr:.:n,c 
'Villiam Lane ,James Scar. 11. a.-

\ 



:\r~lj J H Cuthbert 1 
('01 Th(~m3S l'ho)113~ l'~.l:~irU 

J..)~n ~1-Do\Tell 

... , ndrt .. "" ~1"l'3Jla 
JOhl~ (':ll,t,,-ell D,' J .. ml's Stuart I 

~ Ir ·J'homas I: "lIe r I J:t!n~s "·e!nl 
Jt'nlc~ ('ra\, ford John Sere\ l·ll 

JOhll ~ho(!e! 
Rc!)ert " .. it ht"rt1:(\o!~ 

i~c\· ;uhll I-I:1T,:>hill .. . 
('I!ar!cs ·l't"'~'" ~: ttt l : c0pil·S) 
1! ,-',- JOhR ~~o\llilr 
\,"\"'iil!alll G RotborO\1~11 
, r..) '(' l' \~ ll~ 0"1:-" .a &,' ",. .... ~ • •• ! 1& 

;, l~, ,- I' .\rl1"'~ " ... \..-~ ~, ,-, 

~lrs !.:t:~itia '\.j~g 
S~lr:!!l (~iy·,~t'\~ 

~ I,' '\. i 11 i 3 n 1 lIlt l t on 
,~ohn Gl'ay 
,

\ - : : ... ; H " I .• ' .. - E I"';") • • t .... l .. ' 1 - '-- i1 \..- ~, # t I 

R (.~t·l~ :\1 -( ~Il r·- )-' i~l 
\1 r _-\ l~\lrC'\' \ \. cell 

I I\l~a 'r·al"dl~\,\" 
!--: ~~:l~ 11t"l It 0.)f(.'J11011(1 

! ,"''Y'' , .. S ~.,- J.tt s 
, ....... 1 ..... ' \ .. 

~ :~:~!!l!l!· i ~ ~ i"a! ~l 
' ..... 3. ~'" ..'.... • 

f~ L 1 C II ~\ ~, .. .) ~ .. l\. ~ C 

] - 1 n D ~ ,-- ~)ll 
~ ,),. ! .,-" , 

J (\hn Ilcll 

Y ,.... D n" J ~me5 ~ .c~\ ~lil 

i 
I 
I 
• 

I 

I 
f 
I 
I 
• l 
J 
I 
I 

J 

I 
f 

J:tC'oL Fifllb:lc)~, Clark co. 
S~!.m.R~n!lt:~s.~Bc;'ur~on t" u. 
j S_l~\C ""111 
Ral"tG!) \,-. Stone 
J,.fcoll P. Ilo,'''e, ~Iont~ .. 

~ '. 

m (' r~· .~o t;:"l t y 
J. J10p~..il1S, ~"~\lrbon ('0. 

Sall"l'.:1 Shamnon, \,~ {)()\l .. 
r 0 " ~ t (' () , i 1 ~ t ,-

"-li1 l~(lbif(}n, IIarl'iioll 
:\1 ~J\."()lnl ,,90rle," ,"', . '. '" 
J .1' 1101nr.~n, B{~llrl'on--te 

R \.·bt·rt Stce~e, I;:':tY'ctte . 
j'):11. l.~"!e .. (',ark ... , ("o\!nt);' 

l!~:il::' ll:.rr, l:;t~' c:tc county 
\ \·"jlli~lll ,-\~ y:ic, ~,"lltt"S «:0 

Sam Robt:l'tfull, lIarrifu,l 
Janl\!S ~Ioorl ~ Lc 2\.:11~~UI~ 

--
T~n11essre . 

· (r ~)n "-illianl ':;()(' k 
! ~t l' C !de()n lllackl)\l rn 
, l~~hl. .. ,t lIl'll(lerfull. 
I --
! G er: r..r;-i t7. 
I l"{ e \' }< I) be r t (' llll n i n t! h ;'llll I "j hG!1l~ <; N cwt~n 
~ Bl'~jul~li!l 1"'humpfon 
! \\ iUia1n l\lonlgomc!"y 

~{~V .i'\.!ex:lndcr Porter 
!t~~; Franc;s CUlnlnills, ,.\ :,\1 I Cc i Salnltt·l -,~l<:xander 

.. 0... :\-[ a j 13 <:: n j u nl j 11 B a 1(1 ,\" i r, 

11) ... : '. ~: -i 1 i ~ a I,ll , '.7' . S t 1" ~ i.~ I{ ~ .'1 i Z: C I~)' • -- . ~ I : \ ;} !,j". m .1" Ph I1il?s, Ehl 
Eo!} J()2:n Bnn\'n j .\11' ~':lurlm i\hrtm 
"~ion Humphrey :'Ylarih"J I .E d\yard Phan' 
:o~ :':.\,. J a!TICS l~lylhe ~ ,,\" illi~tlll \\" all a c·'! 

~\::. I) c l>attcrion I 
..:\lcx:':.llfler -felfor(l 1 1 

"\ 'I ' II J 0 i / l .. 011 • 
1 \ u bel' t ~ y a r f 11 a ~ r l' 1 \ \' , " l' ~ . '\ 

1 1"' k I· '10 111 ~ S 11 1 a n 1 S \:.: ~'.:. (" ( ) I \ , ~ ~ j 
.'\ eX. oar pt:r ... CXlngton I 
"~llthcny I~o~an. i 


