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A 

P4-\STORi\L LETTER 

Tt,/ht ('ollgregaliollS under tOOr Cart; to he rtad from 
the Pulpits Gl' Thursday, Jrtnt 19, 1775, hi"8 tbe 
D'lJ of lbt ~nertll Fast • 

. ,. 

T· HE Synod of New-York and Philadelphia, being 
mt!t at a time when public atrairs wear fo threat

ning an ati)ea, and when (unlers God in his fovereign 
Providence fpeedily prevent it) all the horrors of a civil 
\var tllrOl!ghollt tllis great continent are to be apprehend
ed, wert! of opinion, that they could not difcharge their 
duty to the l1'..Hnerous conwegations under their care, with. 
out addreffing them a~ this important crifis. As the firm 
hdiet~ and habitual recolleCtion of the power and prefence 
of the li\'lllg GOti, ought at all tilnes to po[efs the minds 
of real Chrifli~ns, fo in feafons of public calamity, when 
I~'~' Lord is Imo::"t'll by Ih~ judgment which he execuleth. 
it \';oald be an ignor~mce or indifference highly criminal 
Ilot to ~vo~ lii) to llin} \Vit:l reverence, to implore llis mercy 
hy humble anJ fen'cnt p!'3yer, and, if poffible, to pre
vent his \,'en!!eatlCe ll\' ii:\I~i2r.t(t rc"entan'f. 

~ J ~~ ~ 

\7 CL• Ill. E 
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We do, therefore, brethren, befeech you in the moll 
earneR manner, to look beyond the immediate allthors 
either of your fufferings or fears, and to ackno\\' ledge the 
holinefs and Jufiice of the Almighty in the prefent vifita
tion. He;s righteous in all hi$ w.:zys, and hs/y ;ll ali his 
-works.-AJIl;ction springeth not out of the dust.-He doth 
not oJllict willingly, nor gr;CYJt the children of men,. and 
therefore, it becomes every perfon, fami])" city, and pro
vince, to humble themfelves before llis throne, to confers 
their fins, by which they have provoked his indignation, 
and intreat him to pour out upon all ranks a fpirit of re
pentance and of prayer. Fly alfo for forgivenefs to the 
atoning blood of the great Redeemer, the blood of sprink
ling "Which speoketh better things than that of Abel. Re
member and confers not only your fins in gt:nera], but 
thofe prevalent national offences which may be jufily con· 
fidered as the procuring caufes of puillic judgments; par
ticularly profanenefs and contempt of God, his nanle, 
fabbaths and fanCtuary ;-prid~, luxury, uncleannefs, and 
negleCt of f~mily religion and governnlent, with tIle de
plorable ignorance and fecurity -~vhich certainly ought to 
be imputed to this as their prinCIpal catlfe. All thefe are, 
among us, highly aggravated by the illeftirnable privileges, 
'vhic~ we h~~ehitllerto enjoyed without interruption fince 
"the fjrn fettlement of this country. If in the prefent day 
of difirefs- \ve expeCt that God will hear our fupplications, 
and interpL'fe for our prot€Ction or deliverance, let us re· 
lTlember what he himfelf requi-:es of us is, that our pra}: ,. 
ers fhould be attended with a til1cere purpofe, and thorough 
endeavor after perfo~al and family reformation: If tholl 
prepare thi11e heart, a1ld stretch out thy hand towards him; 
!f iniquity be in thille hand, pllt it Jar a~vay, and let flot 
f(L,ickedness d'l:.'el/ ill thy tabernacles, Job xi. 13, 14. 

~ The S}tnod canllot help thlllkil1g, tha.t tllis is a proper 
time for preffing all of every rank, ferlo~ny to confider the 
things that belong to theil" eternal peace. Hottilities, 
long feared, ha\'e n()\,r taken place,-tlle [,vOT(l has beell 
dra\vn in one province,-arld the \\'hole COl1tinent, \vith 
harclly any exception, fee~ cleterrnined to detclld their 
Ti~hts by force of arms. If, at the fame time, the Britilh 
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minlfiry fhalI continue to enforce their claims by vio.
lence, a Jailing and bloody contell mull be r=xpecled: 
Surely then it becomes thofe who have taken up arms, 
and profefs a willingnefs to hazard their lives in the caure 
of liberty, to be prepared for death, which to many muO: 
be the certain, and to every one is a poflible or probable 
event. 

\V e have long feen with concem t the circumftances 
which occafioned, and the gradual increafe of this uo
happy difference. As minifters of the gofpel of peace, 
we have ardently wHited that it could, and often hoped 
that it would have been more early accommodated. It is 
well known to you (Qtherwife it would be imprudent "in
deed thus publicly to profefs) that we have not been in
ftrumental in inflaming the minds of the people, or urg
ing them to atl:s of violence and diforder :-Perhaps no 
inH:ance can be given on.fo interefting a fubjeCt, in which 
political fentiments have been fo long and fo fully kept 
from the pulpit, and even malice itfelf has not charged 
us with laboring from the prefs; but things are now come 
to fuch a {tate, that as we do not willi to conceal our opi
nions as men and citizens, fo the relation we ftatld in to 
you feemed to make the prefent imp~ovement of it to 
your fpiritual benefit an indifpenfible duty. Suffer us 
then to lay hold of your prefent temper of mind, and to 
exhort, efpecially the young and vigorous, by affuring 
them, that there is no f01dier fo undaunted as the pious 
man, no army fo formidable as thofe who are fuperior to 
the fear of death. There is nothing Olore awful to think 
of, than that thofe whore trade is war fhould be defpifers 
of tlle name of the Lord of 110ftS, and that they fhould ex
pore themfeIves to the imminent danger, of being imme-
diately fent from curfing and crue1ty on earth, to the blaf
l)llenling rage and defpairing horror of the infernal pit. 

- I~et therefore everyone, who from generolity of fpirit, or 
benevolence of heart, offers himfelf as a champion in his 
country's callfe, be perfuaded to reverence the name, and 
walk in the fear of the Pri1lce of the kings of the earth" 
an,l tllen he may, \vitll the nlofi: unfhaken firmnefs, e~~ 
pea the ilfue ,either in victory or death. 
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Let it not be forgotten, that though for the w·ire ends .of 
bi.s Providence: it may pleafeGod, for a feafon, to fufl'er 
his people to lie under unmerited oppreffion,. yet i.n gene
ral we may expeCt, that thore who fear and ierve him in 
fincerity and truth, will be favoured with his countenance 
and firength. It i~ both the charatl:er a~d the privilege of 
the children of God, that they call upon him in tl'e day of 
trouble, and ,be, '\vho. keepeth co'Oenant and truth jorc'Ocr, 
has faid, ~hat his ears are always open to their ely. ,V e 
need' not mention' t!.l von in how many inRances the event .. .. . - . 

~n battles, and fuecefs in w~r, have turne.d up.on circum-
fiances which were incoilfiderable in themfelves, a.s well 
as out df the po:we.r of human prudence to fOferee or direR, 
becanfe ,we ,1Uppofe you firmly believe, that after all the 
.c.~liiifcls· of men, and the moO: probable and promifing 
mea'ns, the Lord will ~o that wzvhich seem.eth him good; 
nor hath his prdmife ever failed 'of its full accorn plifhment; 
" the Llrd'is 1\,ith you while ye ~e with him, . and if ye 
~' :r~ek' himf he will befouhd ofy,?u; ~ut ifye (orfake him, 
." he will forfake you," "~Chro;n. xv. 2.' . 

After this exhortation; which 'we thought .ourfe1ves cal. 
Jed upon to give you' at this' time, on your great interefi, 
the one thing tieedful. we"1hall take the liberty to offer a 
few advices to the foCieties under ~ur charge, as to thei~ 
public and general conduCl:; and 
. Firft,' I~ carrying' en this important ~ruggle, let every 
opporturii~y be take.n to exprefs your atta~hment and re
{pea to out fovereign king George, arid to the revolution 
prinCiples, by which his auguR family was feated on the 
Eriti1h throne. Y/ e recommend, indee~, npt ~nly alle~ 
giance to him from duty and principle, as the firfi magif .. 
trate of the empire, but efieeni and'reverence for the per. 
fon of the prince, who has rilerit~d ~en of his fubjeCl:s on 
many accounts, arid ~ho has probably been mifl~d into 
the late and prefent meafuresby thofe about him;' neither 
have we any ~oubt, that they themfelves have been in a 
great degree deceived by falfe ihformati6n 'from "interefied 
perfons refiding in Ameri~a." It gives us the greateR plea~ 
Cure to fay, from our own certain know ledge of all belong
ing to our communion, 'and from" the beft means of ~.nfor. 

~ • ~. ': : 1 " it . ~~ I," , ~ ~', '.. • 
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J!"tion, of the far greaten part of all del10r\1illations in 
.thi~ C0untry, that the ;>refent oPF )fitiC'n to the meafures 
of adn·~illifl:ration (loes not in the I~aft arite froln difaflec
tion to the king, or a uefire of feparation from the paretlt 
fiate. \\T e are happy in being ab1e with truth to affirm, 
that no part of America would either have approved or 
permitted ruch infults as have been ott\!red to the fove. 
reign in Great.Britain. \Ve exhort yo'" therefore, to 
continue in the fame difpofition, and not to fulfer oppref. 
fion or injoury itfe1f eafily to provoke you to any thing 
which may feern to betray contrary fentiments: Jet it 
ever appear, that you only defire the prefervation and fe
enrity of thare rights which belong to you as freemen and 
:Britons, and that reconciliation upon thefe terms is your 
mofi ardent defire. 
: Secondlv, Be careful to maintain the union Wllitll at 

J . 

. prefents fubfifls through all the colonies; nothing can be 
~ore manifefl than that the fuccefs of every meafllre (Ie
pencl~ on its being inviolably preferve(l, and therefore, we 
,hope, that you will leave nothing undone which can pro
mote that end. In particular as the Continental Congrefs, 
,now fItting at Philadel phia, confifl of delegates choren in 
the moit ffee and unbiaffed manner, by the body of the 
peop1e; let them not o~ly be treated with refrett. and en
.couraged in their difficult fervice-not only let your pray
ers be offered tlP to God ·for his diretl:ion in their proceed
ing~-but adhere firnl1y to their refolutions; and let it t~e 
feen that they are able to bring out the whole flrength 0f 
~llis vall: co~ntry to carry them into execution. \Ve 
would a1fo' a{Jvife for the fame purpole, that a fpirit of 
.candor, charity and mutual efieem be prtferved, and pro-
motecl towards thofe of different religi.ous denomil1ations. 
Perfons of probity and principle of every profeffion, fhould 
be united together as fervaIlts of the lame maller, at1d the 
experience ·of our 11appy concord hitherto i~ a {late of liber
ty fhould engage all to unite in fupport of the common in-' 
~erea; for tllere is no example in hinary, in which civil 
liherty was defiroyed, an~ the ~ights of confcience prefer-
ved el1tire. : . 
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Thirdly, lVe do earnemy exhort and befeech the f(lde. 
ties ulluer our care to be flriCl. and vigilant in tlleir prI
vate gO\'ernment, and to watch over the morals of their 
kveral members. I t is witll tIle utmofl l>leafure \ve re
nlind you, that the iaft Continental Congrefs determined 
to difcourage luxury in living, public diverfions, and ga
Dlillg of all kin(ls, \\'hich Ilave fo fatal al} illfluence on the 
morals o.f the people. If it is undeniable, that univerf.'ll 
profligacy D.nkes a nation ripe for divine judgments, an~ 
is tile natllral meall of brillging thenl to rllin, r~formation 
of manners is of the utmoft neceffity in our prefent c!ifirefs. 
At the fame time, as it lIas been obferved by many emi
nent writers, that the centorial power, which bad for its 
objeCt the Inanners of the public in t~ ancient free flates, 
was abfolutely necefiary to their continuance, we cannot 
he1p being of opinion, that the on!y thing which we have 
now to fupply the place of this is the religious difcipline 
of the feveral feCts \vith· Terpett to their own nlernbetS; 
fo that the denomination or profeffion which fhall take 
tile. moll: effeCtual care of the infirlJCtiol1 of its members. 
3tld maintain its difcipline in the fullefi vigor, will do th~ 
moll effential fervice to the whole body. For the very 
fame reafon the great~ft fervice which magiftrates or per. 
fon in authority can do with refpeCl: to the religion or mo." 
rals of the people, is to defend and fecure the rights of COD

fcience in the mofi equal and impartial manner. 
Fourthly, We cannot but recommend, and urge in the 

warmeft manner, a regard to order and the public peace; 
and as in many places, during the confufions that prevail, 
legal proceedings have become difficult, it is hoped, that 
all perfons will confcientioufiy pay their jufi debts, and to 
the utmofi of tlleir power ferve one another, fo that the 
evils infeparable from a civil war may not be augmented 
by wantonnefs and irregularity. 

Fifthly, We think it of importance, at this time, to re
commend to all of every rank, but efpecially to thofe \vho 
Jnay be caUed to aCtion, a fpirit of humanity and mercy. 
E'Very battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and 
garme1lts rolled in blood. It is impoffible to appeal to the 
fwonl without bdng expolcd to many fcenes of cruelty 
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and {laughter; but it is often obferved that civil wars are 
carried on ,vith a rancor and fpirit of revenge much ~rt:at. 
er than thore between inllepen(Jel1t flates. The illjuries 
received or fuppofed ill civil wars \\90unu nlore llct!l~ly 
than thore of foreign enemies; it is t!1erefore tIle n.ore 
Ilfceffary to gllard againll this abufe, antI recommend that 
rneeknefs and gentlenefs of fpirit, which is the nobleR at
tendant on true valor. That man "'ill fight mofll)ra\·t:l~·, 
who nt\'er fights till it is neceffa'1·, and who ceafcs to 
fight as foon as the neceffity is over. 

Lafily, Vle would recommend to all the focieties un
der our care, not to content themfelves with atlenlling de
vOlltly on general fall, but to contillue habitually in tIlt' 
exe'Tcife of prayer, ancl to have frfqllel1t occafiotlal '.0-
Illntary 111eetillgs for folen1n illterceffioll \\-ith GOli 011 tIle 
important trial. Thofe \vho are immediatdy ex pored to 

dang~r need your fympathy; and we learn from the fcrip
tur(e~,~ that fervency and inlportllnity are the ,'el}· charac. 
ters of that prayer of the righteollss ma" which oiJail,·th 
mIlch. 

'~V e conclu(le \virh our earnefi pra}'er, that the Goel of 
hea.ven may blefs you ill your telnporal and fpiritual con. 
cerns, and that the prefent unnatural (Hfpute may be 
fpe.edily terminated by an equitabie and Jarting fdt!emellt 
on COllflitutiollal principles. 
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TIlE DO~fINION OF PROVIDENCE O\·ER TO!: 

PASSIONS of l\IEN. 

SERMON 44. 

Prearhc(l at Princeton, on th e 17th of 1\lay, t 776, being the 
(;cner,ll Fan appointed h}9 the Congrefs through the Uni
tell Colonies. Dedicated to the Hon. John Hancock, 
Efq. Prefident of tile COllgrefs of the United States of 
.. \.merica. To \yllich is added, an Addrefs to the nati\Pca 
of Scotland refiding in America~ 

.. -
PSALM lxxvi. 10. 

Stlrtly til~ IJrralh of .i.l/an shclil plaise thee j the rCl11aindtr 
oj JJ,rrath s/~alt tl,OU restraill. 

T IIERE is not a greater evidence either of the reality 
or the po\ver of religion, than a firm belief of God's 

univerJ;ll pretence, and a confi,lnt attention to tIle influ
CI1ce an(~ operation of his pro\7ii.!ence. It is by this means 
that the Chritlian may be laid, in the emphatical fcripture 
language, "to walk with God, and to endure as feeing 
" Ilirn \\'110 is invifible." 
Th~ dotl:rine ofdivine providence is very full and com

plete in the bcn:d oracles. It extends not only to things 
which we may think of great moment, and lherefore wore 

\.T OLe III. C 
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thy of notice, but to thinrs the mofi indiffc:rent and inccr.fi~ 
derabJe; "~4..re not (\\-0 frarro\\-s folll !l'T ,l t:,rt!ling, ,- Ja}-:; 
Our Lord, " and 011: or t11en! f~11e!h 11,\: to tIle! ~rOtlJl(\ 
h without your h..:avcnly Father j'~ nay,;' th~ "cry hair!; of 
" ,~our ht:,~tl are a~l 11l!111t)~rt.J. It tXiflllls l'lO! Olll\' to 

J . • 

tllin~s bell~il~i~l ~l!~l !~,!tit3np, -!)r to l!~e (i:rcdioJl a!~(1 al: - . 
fi:l~lnce of tll(~~c! \\'llO are tilt! lervants l)f the li\'in~ GG,!; 

t. 

but to thing:s feemin~ly mon hurtful a~ld deftruc1in~, allJ 
to perfcns the n10fl refratlory anti t!i!obe:.lient. lh: o\"t.r~ 
rults all his creatl!reS, a11li ail thtir a~tiorls. "1"Jlus \~."e 
are lold, tl~~t ,~ fire, !lai!, fil0\\J, ,~al)()l!r, all,,1 iioflll)- \\'i!!tJ, 

" J ulfil Ilis \rord,:' ill t11e cour!~ Df Jl~,tlirc; :lll~l t\"ell 10 
the moll impduous and ditordc:rly p;:lliuns of men. that 
are Ilnder 110 reflraillt frotll tllem!e!vc:s, ~re }'et I1t:rfc:ctl}~ 
ft::bjt:ct to the dominion of JdlO\-ah. 'Thc)' carry his com~ 
million, tl1ey Obe}1 his orllers, tIle}· are linlit~ an(l re
firainecl l)t.~ his :l,t!lorir,·, and riley COflfpire \,·ith e\~en9 J ~ _ ~ 

thing elfe ill prOllloting Jlis glory. Pl'll~Te is t!~e gre~:t.r 
netc\ to tll~e 110tice cf tllis, that Inen arc Ilot ge11era!i~: f~f. 
ficiclltl y• a\,:-are of tIle difiil1C1io:1 bet\\·e~ll the !~,\\: cf God -
and his purpo!e; they are apt to fupp~le, that as the tem-
per of the filliler is contrary to the Otle, fo the Glltrages of 
tIle fillllcr ar~ able to defeat the other; than ,\"hicllllothing 
can be more fille. The truth is plainly afferted, and 
nobly exprdfed by the pfalmift in the text, " Surely the 
" "~rath of Illln thall praiie thee; tIle relllilinuer of \\"rath 
" fualt tllOtl reitrain." 

. This pi:'lirn \VlS evident1y compofcd as a fong of praiie 
for [oille fi6nal ,:iCtory obtaill~(i, \\'!licll \\"as :It tl1e fa'11e 
tilne a relllark:1t~!e (l~li\·er3.nc~ frolal threatelling c!anger. 
'J'he atlthor \':as Olle or otller of tile later l)TO})lletS., atl(l 

the occafion probably the unfuccefsfui affault of Jeru!:Jem, 
h}' tile ar~1y of Sennacllerib killg of ... ~fT)·ria, in the da~"s of 
Hezekiah. Great \vas tIle itl!olcllce allcl l1oa(lil~g of his 
generals and fervants agaillil tIle cit), of the li\~illg Gt}(l., 
as n1a)' be feen it1 the thirty-fixtl1 Ci1al)ter of Ifaiall, \"ct 
it pleaflcl God to cleflroy their cnenlies, al\d, l))9 his 0\\-11 
iml11t:cliate illterpofltioll, to grallt tlletll (l~li\'erallCt'. 
~l'iltrcfore t!.e P;~~llr~ift 1:\,"'5 in tile fifth anti fixtl! \·L! !cs cl' • 



19 

this pf;llm, U The flout·hearted are fl~cilcd, they ha,\'e 
h il-:pt their Oeep. Kone of the m~n of might h:l\'~ fOU:1J 
" t:l~ir han~!:;. ~-\t th}- rebuke, 0 Gocl of Jacob! both tl.e 
., ci13riot all\1 t!le hor!e are cali illto a (ieep fleep." After 
a ie\\- nlore r~tl1lrks to the !:\!ne purpof~, he (l.-3\\-s t!:e in
f~rellt:e, or mlkes the re8e~li(\n in the te~t, " Surely t:le 
&~ '\'f,l:ll of nl~ln fl1.111 praiie thee; the remainder of \\-rath 
" fl:~\it tilOU rtfir .1ill: \'-)lith olay be para ph raf£{l thus, 
1"he fury and injufiice of opp.efiors fhall bring in a tft. 
butt: of praife to thee; the intluence of thy righteotls ;>:"0-

villellce lhall b-~ clearly (ii!cerlleu; tl~e CQUntenal1ce anti 
fapport thou wilt gi\'e to thine own people fhal' be ~lori. 
o~ny iHullrat(!d; thou Jill.!t l~t the bounds which the boB. 
eil canllot p3fs. 

I am tenuble, lny bretllren, thdt the time antl occaGon 
of this pfalm, may feem to be in one refpe8: ill fuited to 
tll~ itlt~refiing circumftallces of this country at prefent. 
It \\-as cOlnpoie(1 after tile vi80ry \vas obtained; \\,hereas 
we are now but pt!tting on the h:lmels and entering upon 
an ilnilOrt~lnt COlltefi, the length of' \vhich it is impoffihle 
to forei~e, and the iaue of \\"hich it \viJ) perhaps be thought 
prefumption t!l foretell. But as the truth, ,\~ith refpeCt to 
GO\I's moral go\·ernmer.~, is the fame and unchangeable!; 
uS tIl: i[ue, ill t~~ cafe of Sennacherib's invafion, die} but 
ll!a~l tIlt! prop!let to acl~~1~\vle(!ge it; our duty al1(1 intereil 
confi)ire ill callills upon us to improve it. AntI I have 
ChOtell to i_1ftil up3n it CIl this d3}J" of folenln hllmiliation, 
as it \v ill prohabl)1P help lIS to a clear anlI explicit vie\v of 
\\-ilat thOlll,-l be tIle chief fubje8: of our pra}-ers allc} en(lea
vors, as well :is ~h:! great objeCt of our hope and trufi, in 
our prelent litu~ltioil. 

1'he truth, then, a!E:rt~tl in this text, which I propofc 
to iiltlltrate :lll(l inlpr0\-e, is,_rrilat all tile diforlierly 
p:lffions of men, whether expofing the innocent to pri. 
\-~~te illjur}·, or \\"l:~~il~r t:~~!- are the ~rro\vs of (livine 
jll-J~"l~tlt itl p:l!1!ic call.n~\J·" 111::11, in tl~e enJ, be to tl~: 
I )rail~ of Go·- t : ()r, tn ~~-~-1~·; it n~cre particlllarlv to the} 

• .. • <I r: f' ..., \ .. ( "'\ 1" . I I I l're.C:llt :t:!t~ ot t ;le ..:"meTICa,) IOlo"le~, anu t ~e p a~llc 
l'1' \\--)r -" Tl'A ~n"l'''l·:n~l O~"'ll'\~:'t·al···'l ~'r-lllcAS tl'8 Cll-ln-ln"" .. ~, .1. ,.~,' t\..' la"" t a.- _,~,..&.I ~~, t'-" I I ~ 
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even the inhumanity of brutal foldiers, however dread~ 
ful, {hall finally promote the glory of God, and in the 
mean time, \vhile the norm continues, llis mercy and 
kindnefs 1hall appear in prefcribing bounds to their rage 
and fury. 

In difcourfing on this fubjeCl, it is my intention, 
througll the affiflance of divine grace, 

I. To point out to you in fome particulars, how the 
wrath of man praifes God. 

II. To app1y thefe principles to our prefent fituation, 
by inferences Qf truth for your inflruCl:ion and comfort, 
and by fuitable exhortations to duty in the important 
crifis. 

In the first place, I am to point out to you in fome 
particulars, ho\v the \vrath of man praifes God. I fay in 
some inftances, becaufe it is far from being in my power, 
either to mention or explain tIle \vhole. Tllere is an un
fearchable depth in the divine counfe1s, which it is impof
fIble for us to penetrate. It is the duty of every good man 
to place the mott unlimited confidence in divine wifdom~ 
and to believe that thofe meafures of pro\1ielence tllat are 
roon unintelligible to him, are yet planned \\:'ith the fame 
fkill, and directe(l to the fanle great l)urpofes as otl1ers, tIle 
reaion and tendency of wllich he can explain ill tIle clear
eft manner. But \vhere revelatioll aile} experiel1ce ena· 
bles us to difcover the \vifdom, eqllity, or 111ercy of divine 
providence, nothing can be more deligl1tful or profitable 
to a feriolls milld, and tllerefore I beg your attention to the 
fol}n\\7ing remarks. 

In the firfi place, the wrath of man praifes God, as it 
is an exatnple ancI iIlllflratioll of eli ville truth, and clearly 
points out the corruption of our nature, which is the foun
dation !lonc of the cloCtrine of redenll)tion. Nothing can 
be more abfolutely necefTary to trlle religion, tllall a clear 
anc} full COllvit1ion of t!le finfulrlefs of Ollr natllre and 
nate. '''~ithot\t tllis there call l)e neitller rC11enta11ce in 
the fillner, nor Ilun1ility in tIle belie\7er. \VitllOllt thi~ 
all that is [aid in fcripture of t11e \viftlom a11cl nlercy of 
God in proviciillg a Sa\-·iour, is withollt force antI \vitll
gut meaning. Jufily does our Saviour fay, " The whole 



o'ter the I'assiolls of ilfen. 

C( have no need of a phyfician, but thofe that are fick. I 
" came not to call the righteOtls, bllt finners to repen
" tance." Tll0fe \\'110 are not fenfible that tRe,~ are fill11ers, 

J 

will treat every exhortation to repentance, and every offer 
of mercy, with (lifciain or (lefiance. 

But "'here can \\'e have a more affeCting \'"jew of the 
corrllption of Ollr nature, tllan in tIle \vrath of nlan, \\" Ilell 

exerting itfelf in oppreflion, cnlelty and blood? It mull 
be o\vned, incleed, tllat this trutil is abuo<lantJj9 manifcfi in 
times of the greatefi tranquility. O~hers may, if they 
pleafe, treat the corrul)tion of our nattlre as a chinlera: 
for my part, I fee it every \vhere, and I feel it every clay. 
All the (liforders in human fociety, and the greateil p~~ 
even of tIle unhappinefs \ve are expofed to, arifcs from tIle 
en\!vCJ lnalice, covetoufnefs, and other lulls of man. If 

J 

we alld all about us \\tere jun: \vhat we Ollght to be ill all 
refpetls, we fhould not need to go any further for heaven, 
for it "'Quld be upon earth. Bllt \\'ar and \,iolence pre .. 
lent a fpe8:acle iii)l more a\\?flll. Ho\v affeCl:ing is it t() 

think, that the luu of (lamination fhOllld be fo violent and 
univerfal? That men 1110u1cl f{J rarelv be fatisfi~d witll 

J 

their own poffdlions and acquifitions, or even with the 
benefit that \\1ould ariie from mutllal fervice, but. fil0ul,1 
look upon the happinefs and tranquility of others, as all 
obflruClioll to tlleir O\Vn ? rrhat, as if the great la\v of na
ture, were Ilot enough, "Dllll tllOU art, ancl to dull: thou 
" fllalt retllrn," they fIl0ulci be fo furioufly ret for tile de .. 
firuCtion of each otl1er ? It is filocking to tllil1k, fince the 
firfi murder of Abel by his brother Caill, what havock has 
been maue of man l1Y Ina!l ill every age. 'Vllat is it that 
fills the pages of 11iftory, but tIle \vars and contel1tiollS or 
princes alld empires? ,\That \?afi ntlmbers llas la\vlefs am
bition brought into the field, and del ivered as a prey to the 
defiruCtive {,\lorei? 

If\\7e (I\vell a little tlpOn the circumfiances, they become 
deeply affeCting. rrhe mother bears a child with pain, 
rears llinl by the lal)orioL!s attenClatlCe of many years; )'et 
in the prillle of life, ill tIle vigor of health, an(l t)loom of 
beaut)7, in a n10mellt he is cut OO\Vll by the (lreaclful ill

firuments of death. H Every battle of the warrior is with 
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U confufcd noire, and garments rolled in blood;" but the 
horror of the feene is not confine<.l to the field of :£laughter. 
I,'e\v go tllere 1.1nrelated, or fall unlamente(l; ill every 
hoflile enCOllnter, \vhat mllfi be the impreffion UrOl1 the 
relations ohhe ueceafed? rrhe bodies of thedead can only 
be teen; or the cries of the dying heard for a fingle da)', 
but many days {hall not put an end to the mourning of 
a parent for a belovell fOIl, tIle joy and fupport of 11is 
age, or of the \vi(io\Val1d l1elplefs offspiing, for a father· 
taken a\vay in the fuJ]nefs of llealth all(i vigor. 

But if this may be ju{Hy faid of all wars between man 
and man, wllat fhall we be able to fay that is fuit1ble to the 
abhorred fcene of civil \\far bet\\teen citizen and citi~ell ? 
How deeply affeCting is it, that thofe who are the fame in 
complexion, the fame in blood, in language, and in religi. 
on, fhould, notwithfianding, btltcIler 011e nnother \vith un. 
relenting rage, and glory in the deed? That men filould 
lay walle the fields of their fdlow fubjeCts, with whore pro
vifion :hey themfelves l1atl been often fecI, ane} confume 
with devouring fire thofe houfes in which they had often 
fountl ~ hofpitable fhelter. 

Tlleie things are apt to overcome a \veal{ mind \vith 
fear, or overwhelm it with forrow, and in the greatefl: 
nu !nl)er are apt to excite the lligI1efi illdignation, and kill
(lIe tIl) a fpirit of revenge. If this lail has 110 otl1er tell

clencjY tllun to (lirea and invigorate tIle nleai'ures of felf
(lefence, I do not take lIpan me to blame it, 011 the con
trary, I call it neceffary and lallc.lai)le. 

But what I mean at this time to prove by the preceding 
refleCtions, a11tl 'rif11 to il1111refs on }TOtlr mi11ds, is the 
(}epra\·ity of Otlr 11ature. J2a.ll1es iv. I. " Fronl \\"he11ce come 
" \vars alld ftg11tltl~ a!llol1g }'OU ? COllle tlley not hence eveIl 
" frOtl1 }70ur lllils tl1J.t \.~rar irl )your n1el11ters ?', J\len of 
lax and corrupt principles, take. great delight in fpeaking 
to the praife of human nature, and extolling its dignity, 
\v ithollt di {liIl:~ll i III i I 1~{ \v h at it \V~S, at i t9 fi I'll: creati 011, 

from what it is in it~ prcfent falIen !late. rrhefe fine fpe
culations are \ycry gra.teflll to a \vorl~lly· ll)irl(l. rrlley are al. 
fo much more pernicious to uncautious and unthinking 
youth, than even tbe temptations to a diffolute anel fenru-
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al life, againfi which they are fortified by the diCtates of 
natural confcience, al1u a fenfe of public filame. Bllt I 
appeal from thefe vifionary reafonings to the hinory of all 
ages, !11d the inflexible teftimollY of daily experience. 
Tl1efe will tell us \\,Ilat men l1ave beell in their practice, 
and from thence you may judge what they are by nature, 
\\t-Ilile unrene\\'etl. If I am not nlifiaken, a cool and can
did attention, either to the pan hifiory, or prefent flate of 
tIle \\torld, but above all, to the ravages of la\\'lefs l)o\\'er, 
ought to humble us in the duff:. It fhould at once lead us 
to acknowlege the jun view given us in fcripture of our 
loft flate; to defire the happy influence of renewing grace 
each for ourfelves; and to long for the dominion of rigllte
oufnefs an(l l1eace, \vhen " men fila1l beat tlleir f\\rords 
H into plow-fhares, and their fpears into pruning hooks; 
" \\tllen 11ation fllalillot lift up f\\7ortl againfi nation, nti .. 
H ther fhall they learn war any Dlore."" l\1ic iv. 3. 

* I cannot l1elp elnbracing this opporttlllit)? of making a re
l11ark or t\~·o ll})On a virulent reflection tllrO,yn out againft this 
(loctl ine, ill a ,veIl knO\Vl1 panlpiliet, ComnlOll Sens~. 1"he au· 
thor of that ,york cxprelfes llinlfelf thus: " If tIle fir!\: killg of 
,,- any COllntry ,vas 1~)" elcttion, that like,vife eftablift.cs a pre
~, cedent for th~ ne~'"t; for to fay, that tIle right of all future 
" g(:n~rations is takt'n a,yay, by the at\: of tIle firf\: eleCtors, 
" i11 their chcice not only of a killg, but of a family of killgS 
" fUJ-ever, llatl1 no ptlrallel in or out of fcripure, but the rloc
" trine of ori~il1al iill, ,y liich fHI)pofes the fr~e ,,,,ill of all Incn 
" lofl in .I.-\datll; and from [\.tell comparifon, and it 'rill adl11it 
" of no other, !1creditary· fucceffion c~n derive 110 gIOl'Y. l~'or 
" as ill .r\(lanl ~ll iinl1cd, and as ill the fil'ft eleCtors all lllell 

" ob~ye(l; as ill the Olle all lnan\{il1d ,vere fl!bjcc1cd to Satan, 
" a.ncl il! the other to fovcrei g-llty ; as Ollr i 1l1lOCtnCe ". as loft 
,~ in the firH., and cur atltllority in the lafl; ~nd a)j both difablc 
,. us fl~lll re-aITlll1)inr~ ionle fOrlTICr {tate and l)rivilege, it lln

" anf\ycrably fol!o\vs that ori~~illal iill and hereditary fuccefflon 
~, are l)al'~dleis. DifilCnC!'~ble ralll~! In~loriolls conllcxion! 
'I. \: ~t the Ino{l. fulJtle fOl)1iifl cannot l1roduce a jl\P ... er fllllilc."· 
'\"it!~O:lt the tliado,v of rCJ.fol1ing, lie i~ l)l~afcd to rt'llreft:nt 
the dO(:Lrine of ol'i~;in~ll f~n as arl o!)j~t1 of contempt or abhor
rence. I bet; leave to (~Cl11ltr a little to tIle. candor, tIle jJrll.d:"l:C:(, 
~l 11 d t ~: c j:! s t i <' (M 0 f t his I' i' 0 C C e dill g • 

1. '\\'. as it 111'J(!est or cClndi(1 for a perron \\"itll0Ut. l1atne or. 
(llara~ler~ tu talk in tllis fuperclliulls 111~t!lnLr of ~ (lOClriIlc tllat 

'* (',;],'j;"::, ·\··,., .... c' J;(,r!,p 11 B,·"ril't)"'d'<" E"{l't;Il'~ 
.... ", • - .• 10.1.. I... , .i W' • ~ . J \of • -4 • \11- • • • 
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::. The wrath of man praifeth God, as it is the infiru .. 
ment ill his h~11(1 for L1rillging fillilers to repentance, and 
for tIle r.orre8:ion ancl imprO\-Cmellt of his.o\vll cllildrell. 
Whatever b~ tIle natllre of the affiittiGn with ~·hich he 
vifits either perfons, families, or nations; whatever be the 
difpofition or intt-ntion ofthofe whofe malice he employs 
as a fcourge; tIle defigll on ilis part is, to rt:buke mell for 
iniqllit}l, to britlg tllem to repel1tance, al1d to promote 
tJlrir holinefs aile ))eace. 1'lle fallltary llature ancl fanc
ti(yil1g illfillence of affliCtion in general, is often taken 110-

tice of in fcripture, both as making a\part of the purpofe of 

has been efpfll1fed and defended by many' of the greateft and beft 
men that the ,\·orld ever fa.,v, and makes an eirential part of the 
C!flablilbed (:rceds and (~otlfeflions of all the Proteftant churches 
,{ithout exceptioll? I thought the gran(I Dlcdern plea llad 
been free(tom of fClltiment, and charitable thoughts of one 
another. ~o\re fo many of lIS, then, beyond the reach of this 
gentlen1an"s charity? I do aiTure hinl that fuch prefumption 
and felf-confidence are no recolnmendation to m~~ either of 
his charaaer or fentiments. 

~. "tas it prud~llt, ,yhen he ,,'"as pleacling a public. callfe, to 
fpeak ill fuch appl"obious tcrll1S of a doctrine, v.hich he kne\\'", 
or ot!ght to have kno,vn, ,',as believed and profeifed by, I fup'" 
pofe, a great majority of Ve:l'}T different denomillations. Is 
this gentlelllan igllorant of Iltlll1an nature, as \vell as an enemy 
to tIle Cllrifi.ian faith? .&~re 111en fo little tenaciolls of their 
religious fentilnents, ,vhether true or falre? TIle prophet 
thought other,vife, ."\\?ho faid, Hath tl nation changed their gods 
,:,11£,11 )'Pt are no gods.2 " .. as it the 'Va}T to obtain the favor of 
tIle public, to (lefpife "9hat they 110ld facred? Or iliall 'Vt! fup- . 
llofc this author to aficniihingly ignorant, as to tllinl~ tllat all 
lll{n 110)\1', \yilofe favor is ,\YOrtll afkillg, }lave given up tIle (loc~ 
trine of the Nc\v 'l'cilalllellt? If IlC does, lle is greatly wif
t:lkcn. 

3. In fi!1e, I afk, 'l here '\~as tIle. just ire of tl1is proceeding? 
Is there fo little to be faid fo)' the doClrine of origillal fill, tl1at 
it is llot to be refuted, but defpifcd? Is tIle fiate of the ,,~orld 
fuch, as to render tllis dotlrille not only faIfe, but illcredible? 
lias the fruit been of fnell a quality as to ex.::lll(le all (loubts of 
the goodncfs of the tree? ()11 the cOfjtrary, I callnot lielp be
inti of e\)inion, that fuch has bectl the vilible 11 ate of the ,vorlrl 
in eycry ::\B'c, as cannot he aCCOlll1tc<l [01' on any ot}lcr pi'inci .. 
))it"s than \vhat '"C Jearn fl'Olll t.he ,vord of GO(\, that the inza .. 
.. ~'i::l.!:"::l oj"the hCt~rt nf n:an is 01lLl' t.'~~11 j'ronz his J'o!lth, and that 
" :, }l: :0,,; :l t.1 i i r. G en. \ i . 5. - vii i . 2 1 • ... 



God, and tile e:-cperience of his f.1ints. Heh. xii. II. 
,to Now, no afilitlion fllt the Ilrefent feerrleth to be jO}·ous, 
H but grievotls: NevertheJefs, afterwards it yieldt:th the 
" peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them which are C~
,~ ercifccl tllerel)y." But ,,'Ilat \ve are particu)arly Jed to 
oblerve by the fubje8 of this difcourfe is, that the wrath 
of man, or the violellce of the op'Preffor that praifetll God in 
tllis refj)ett, it has a peculiar tell(!ency to alarm tIle 
Jecure cOllfcience, to convince and Iltlmllle tIle obflinate 
finner. rthis is plain from the nature of the thing, :lnd 
from the teflimony of experience. Public calamities, 
particularly the defiro)/ing f\\90rcl, is fo a\vful that it cannot 
but have a powerful influence in leading men to confider 
the prefence and the po\\?er of Go<.1. It threatens tllcm 
not Oilly in tllemfelves, but touches them in all that is 
dear to tile In, \Vllether relatiolls or po{feffions. The pfo
phet Ifaiah fays, If. xxvi. 8, 9. " Yea, in the way of thy 
"judgments, 0 Lord, l1ave \ve waited for tllee,-for 
itt when tllY judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of 
" the \\~orld \villlearn righteoufnefs.". He confiders it as 
the moO: powerful mean of alarming tIle fecure ancl lubdll
ing the obUinate. If. xx\,i. 11. " Lord when thy hand is 
" liftecl up, they \\'ill not fee, but they thall fee and be 
U afhamed for their envy at the people, yea the fire of 
t.' thine enemies fllall clevour tllem." It is aJfo fometimes 
reprefented as a fymptom of a hopelefs and irrecoverable 
Hate, when public judgments have no efiect. Thus fays 
th:: prophet Jeremiah, Jer. v. 3. " 0 Lord, are not thine 
" eJ!es upon tIle truth? tJl0U haft fi~icken them, but they 
" l"lave not grieved; thou 11all confun1ed them, but they have 
" reru[~d to receive corret1ion: they ha\'e made tlleir fa· 
,~ ces 11arder than a rocl{, they ha\Te refufecl to return." 
\,\re can eafily fee ir. the hifiory of the children of Ifrael, 
how f~vere firokes brought them to fubmiffion and peni
tence. Pf. Ixxviii. 34, 35. ~"Vhen he flew them, then 
H they fought him, and they returned and inquired early 
~, after Go~l, all(i they relllembere(l tllat God \\'as tllCir 

" 
" rocl~, and the 11igh God their re,lremer." 

Both nations in general. and pri\'ate perfons; are apt to 
grow remifs and lax in a tjm~ of p;cfperity and feeming 

-, ... OL. III. 1) 
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fecuritv; b!lt "'hen their earthl\- comforts are encangere(l . ~ , 

~r withdrawn, it la,·s them under a kind of neccffitv to 
• • 

fcek for fomething bett~r in their pla(~e. J.Jen mull haye 
comfort from one quarter or another. "-hen ~rthly 
things are in , pleafing al1tl pronlifing condition, too rna· 
ny are apt to find their rell, and be fatisfied with t"em 
as their on1y portion.. Bot "'hen the vanity an() Jlaffing 
nature of all created comfort is diJcov~red, they are com
pelled to look for f~mething nlore durable as \\~)J as \"alu
abJ~. 'Vhat the~tore, can be more to the praik of God, 
than that ,vhen a \,'hole people h3~e furgottell their rellillg 
place, WhfO tlley have abllt~l their pri'''ileges, 311d defri
fed their mercies, the}· frlou)(l by dillrefs :lll() fllffering be 
made to hearken to the rod, alld return to their dUI)- ? 

Th~re is :In inexprcffible depth and variety in th~ judg
ments of G()(I, as in all his other \\"orks; but ,,-e nlay lay 
down this as a certain principle, that if there were no fin. 
there could be no fufl'ering.. 'TherelOre they are certainly 
for the correaon of 1in~ or for the tria), illuftration, and 
perfeCting of the grace alld virtue of his o\\·n people. '\-e 
are not to fuppote, tllat thofe \vho fuffer Inoii, or \\"ho ftlf .. 
fer fooneR, are therefore more cri'llinal than others. Ot~r 
Saviour himfdfthoughtitnecetllry togi\-e a caution ag;linft 
this nih conclu"on, as \\·e are illlOrnle(1 oJ" the ~vall~elifl 
Luke, Luke xiii. I. ,,- 1'here \\·ere prefelat at that !fafon 
&, fome that told hinl of tIlt: GalileallS, ,\··hofe bloo() Pilate 
~, had mingled with thei ... facrifices.. And Jefus anfwering 
" fai(l unto tilelll, Suppoie }"e tllat there Gtllile3)ls ""ere 
" finners abo\"e all the Gaiileans, becaufe they fufft:red 
" loch things? I tell you nay, but except ye repent, ye 
" thal) aillike\\:jje periih." I fllppole \\'e may fay \\'ith 
ftlfficient ,\~arran~, th~t it of tell ha)lpens, tllat thole for 
\VhOOl God Ilatil (lefigns of the greatefi mercy, are firf! 
l)rOtlght to the trial, that tIle}' nlay enjoy in dlle time the 
j:tlutar}' efi~a of the ll!i!)3Iatlble Ille{iicille. 

I nlull alia take lea\"e to ol)fcr\'c, antI I hope no p:ous 
hUlnbJe fufferer \vill be lI11\\·illill~ to make the 3}ll))icatioll, 
that tllt:rc: is ortell ~l (li!cernible lllixture of fovereigllt}' all(l 

rig!lteOtlfllefs in IlrO\·jJelltill tli:j)etliatiolls. It is the I)re .. 
rogative of God to do \rllat ile \'-ill \\~itil llis 0\\'11, but ll~ 
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often difplays his jufiice itft:lf, hy throwing into the furnace 
thofe, \\"10 thougll they III a}' not be ,-ifibly \\·orfe: than 
otl1ers, l11ay }'et Il,\\l'e more to allf,ver [Oi, as ha\-illg been 
t:worc:u with mort: diftinguifhed privileges, both civil and 
facred. It is impolfible for us to make a jufl and full com· 
p-lriioll of the cll~raaer either of perfons or natiolls .. alld 
it would be extremely foolifh for any to attempt it, either 
for increafing their own iecurity, or impeaching the juflice 
of the Supreme Ruler. Let us therefore neither forget the 
truth, nor go be}'ond it. "His mercy fills the earth." 
He is alf'O 'l known by the juclgillent which he executeth. " 
The wrath of nlan in its moll tempefiuous rage, fulfills his 
will, and filIally prOolfltes the good of his cllofen. 

3. The \Vratll of Dian praiieth God, as he fets bounds 
to it, or retlrains it by his providenc.e, and fometimes 
makes it evidently a mean of promoting and illufirating 
h- 1 IS glory. 

l"here is no part of divine providence in which a great. 
er beauty and majefiyappears, than when the Almighty 
Ruler turns tIle counfels of \\Iicked nlen into confufion, 
and makes them militate againft themfelves. If the 
pfalnlifl may be thought to have had a view in this text to 
the trlltl1s ilillflrat~d ill the t\\ .. o former obferv.ations, there 
is 110 dO,lbt at all that Ile had a particular view to this, as he 
Jays in the latter part ofthe verfe, u the remainder of wrath 
, .. tll:ilt tllOll refiraifl." TIlt! fcripture abounds with illfian. 
l:es, in which the defigns of oppre[ors were either wholly 
di!al)pointe(), or ill execlllioll fell far 1110rt of tIle malice of 
their illtelltion, and ill lome they turlled out to tbe llonor 
and llal~l)incfs of the perLons or the people, \vhom tIley 
\vere il1teI1:J~ to (Ie!lro)~. \\'r e Ilave all illJlance of the 
fir!l of thele ill tIle hill~r}' to \Vllich Iny teAt r 'ltes." 
'\-e hlVe allo an initance in Enller, in wnich tIle nloll: 
nlilc}lievous llcfigllS of I-Iaman, tIle Son of Hammedatha 
tIle! Agagite.agail1{ll\'lordecai the Je\v t alld tIle nation from 
\vhicll lle fl)rung, turlled Ollt at lail to llis O\\Yll defiruClion, 
tIle Ilvll0r of l\·IorJecai, alld tIle falvation and peace of his 
l)eople. 

W '1'" i , e nl ~ t t f !" i" r \ \ 11 Y nat c rl a n II 1" C a fo 11 C d \ 1 po 11 by t 11 ~ prop 11 e ~ 
l!' .. ~i\~h \."h. x. fron~ t!::, 5t11 to the 1 Vtil ,"crrt.:. 
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From tl~e Ne\v Tttlan1ent I ,vi1} rnak~ choice of thlt 
menlorable e\gellt on \\'hicI1 tIle ial\-a!;on of l't:lit\'lrs:n 
every age rells as its foundation, the death ;tIlll fl:t:t.rings 
of t11~ Son of God. 1"his the gre:lt atl\"crfary an,) ;tIl Ilis . 
a~e~lts and infirumen~s profecutetl with unrcienti~lg n~e. 
'\~llen they 118(1 blackel1C!(! Ilim \\-ith fial1(fc:r, \\'I~<:n ti:e)9 

fcourged him with {harne, when they hOld ccr~Jtn\)1ed him
itl ju(l~n1ent, al1d nailell }llill to the cro:s, J:O\\~ l·c~!tl tl~e}~ 
help efleeming their vittory complete? But oh '~.l· \;n· 

fearchab1e wifdnm of Gou! t;:ey Were hut rt-rft8ing dIe 
~reat defign .1a~ll for the fal\-ation of fi!~11::rs. Ol!r l}!cut:ti 
Redeemer b\" h;s (It:atil fiilifl~e(l hi~ \\'0. k, o\~~'rC~~',le -prillCir'alities (\11\1 po\verS 1 ~tl(i m~l!C &1 11!c\\- rf tJ~em 
openly, triumplling over them ill llis crr·~5. \\-:th I~u\\· 
rnue1) jufiice (Ie !11e apofi!es all!.] tlleir (:{l:l'l~ail}· Oller this 
doxology to Goo, , .. rl"he}· lift up tllC!r \'oil't' ,,,'itl} Cl~C ~c
~, cord, ~ntl f~lid, Lor(} tll0l1 art Gexl \\·hilll i:ilfl11'~l~le lle~
" yen ao(1 eart}l, ar~~l the f~a, al}(l all tll~!t ill ti~t:I!l is; 
" 'v"rho by tIle IllOllth of tIl}' J~r\1tailt Da\1t illllail (;,i\l, \\-hy 
~, did the Heatllell rage, all~i tr.e F~oP!t: i!11,!~i!1!! '-:!!!l 

f' tllings ? rj'he kings of the eartll flco(l up, al!(l the Tl:lers 
~, were gathered tog~ther "lgainfi the Lord, and a~aini1 his 
" Chrift. For of a truth, as,!ainil thy holy ChillI Jdus, 
(' whom thou hail anointetl, both HerO<.l ill)(} Pontius Pi
" late, \vith the Gentiles, ant} the P~O!)!t! of Ifrl~) \\pere 
" gathered toget!ler, for to do \\-113tft1l,\-t:r t!!}? hal1{1 ancl tG}: 
" counfel (leterlllined before to be dOllt:." A~ts iv. 24. :!8~ 

In all after ages, in conformity to this, the dee])efl laid 
COlltrival1ces of tile prince of (larknefs, ha\"e turned Ol~t to 
the confufion of tlleir allthor; antI I KIIO\'- no!, but con. 
fiderillg his malice and pri(le, tilis perpetual difaplloillt-

.. nlent, and tlle fuperiority of (liville \\'if(!Olll, Ola}' be Oile 
great fOllfce of his fufferillg utld tC)rnlent. 'l'lle crols 
hatll {till been the l)anner of trutll, llll{lcr \,-Ilich ;t Ilath 
been carried t11rougll tile \\~orI(I. }lerfc:clltion },;1S beel1 
but as the furnace to the go](l, to I)urg~ it of its drofs, to 
Dlanilefi its purity, and increail- its JuUre. It W:lS tlken 
notice of \'ery early, that the blood of the martyrs was the 
feed of chrinianity; the more abundantly it \\ as {hell, th~ 
nlore plentifully diu the harve:l grow. 
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So certlin h.ls th:s 3ppeare\1, lll~t tIle nloll \·~\)l~nt in-_ 
f!J~J;.i, t'oth 0:" earl~· 3n,1l.ltcr ~~es, Il~\·e e1R!~3\~~'r~,! to ac
CO\~r.t f,-lr it, an" I~:,\'~ ~ ~!c:-\·(",l t!.at tl'ac!rt' is 3 fpirit of ob.. 
ftin;t~\· :11 mln \\- hich lllcJill~S hi!ll to ~fill \'i~!enc~, and 
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thlt JC\'er:t}· ao,h b~t ill~rea'~ oppof:t :011, l~ tte C3t~!e 
wh.lt it \Val. 1'i!ey fuppc!e that r~rl~l~lti(\n is (\.1\.13I1y 
prol-:er to rropagate truth :mJ error. 1'ilis thou~h in 
p.1rt true.. win by no r.l::l!lS gen~raHy hel,l Such an :&p
r:-~hcn!:c-il, h(\w~\·cr, ~~\'e occa';on to a g!orious triumpb 
t)f tli\'in~ pro\iden~e of an cppcli!e kind, which I mu!l 
~hvrtly rc bte to you. One (\f the Roman em perors, Ju
li~ll, fUfllaoled th~ :ll)()llate, percei,~ing llt\~\" iI111){\llllllc: it 
l.~·as to :upprds t~!: ~!!~l b~· vio!~n('e" en"Ie'3,'oft,,1 to e~
t:llguilll i: b\·l)t:~Il!~t 3!!J Jc~r:l.. lIe lc:~ th( l:llri:~i~\11S Ull .. 

~ ...... 
nlo!::ll~;.l !or jO:l1~tinl~ '\ baJt b31:~ 311 Ill:ltll1er of ~11COl..f3ge .. 
Jllt;:lt to thc!~ of 0Pl~~:i~e pril1cipits, an(i ~"lrticuI3r)y to 

t!~e I~\\'s, cu t of I!~ltr\.ll to tIle t:!lriiii31)S; ;tlld thaI )le .. 
nl!~ht brin~ public J~lgr.lCt! upon the G~\lil~3ns, 3S he 31'-
t~.:.lcJ to li.i;~ them~ h~ ellcollragrd the! J~\\·s to t~builli the 
ktnr#le of }:ruhleOl, and vifib!)' n:fut~ the rropheC}~ of 
(:~rili~ th~\t it (bouM :ie, und~r pCfp-=t oat c.idulltion. But 
tillS l)rQt:~lle atte.llpt \\':tS fo f'i~ll-ll)y frllflrateti, that it 
f~r\"~J. as mllch .. s a!l)" vllt: l::rt:Utl\fl~l11ce, to iilfc:ad tIle 
glur)- of (lar Re,!eell;e~, :llld eti~lhlifh tIle faitl} of ilis laillts. 
It is atlirmcd by l~ml;! ancient authors, p~rtjcularJy by 
~\:11n.; ... tt!t!S ~ I~~rc~ !i;ll t:.S, a heathell Jli!ioriatl, th~lt fire 
C~llle (jut of t!!e e~lrt;~ al!tl (~Iltllmell ,he \\~Ot kll'lell \\ hc.:ll 
]~l}~illb ti~~ f~ll~:tl-:~:otl. Hut ill \\'t1atC\'er \'Il:\y it \\"as I}re~ 
\-clltl(ll it is tk)"Ct~~J all contro\"er-f~", from tl!~ c:ol1cllrrir~g 
t:::ii:!~C:l)P of iltatl!~l,s ar~d l~llrilti~11S, t!lat little or no 
l)ro~rcfs \\~3S e\-er 111ll~~Y ill it, all~l that ill a 1)10:'t tillle, it 
\r,~s t:~l~irei\~ (lcfc:lttll . . 

It is i'lr0i1er ~1~!"~' t~ ol)fer\·e, that at tlle tillle of tIle re· 
fvflll,\tic',1, \\ lit:t) rc!i~iollllt'gatl to re\-j\pe 1 Ilotilillg COlltri .. 

l1~::~\.! Il~ore !O til~!I:!~!!e its rercjltioll ;'ll{l illcrt:~!c its i~ro. 
p'<.:;:; ~: ,~~ n t L~ \ iu:~!lce of i ~ s pcr!~cutors. 'fhtir cruelty 
~:'t! til~ i~,~t;;:ll\:~ or tIle f~:ll::rcrs, natur~~jl)J lliil)o(~ ! Il)ell 

to t:x"m;lle all(l \\·ei~h tIle CJllfe to \\-Ilich tlle\" ;i(lhered 
~- ~ 

\\-ii:l f~ Illite}} COllfl~\\lCy 3tl(1 rtf~)l.tivn. -:\t tIle faIlle 
t 'I ,Ii · , .,: t ~ , , . ~" .... " t ~ \ .... \! ,\ ... wa,.. l' .. ~ r I: I' " t ... 1 I'" 11 C • 1- C 'I t ,- 11, ~ v '- "~'.Vl , ........ ~l.~ _ ~ ... '- -'-_ .,,-~&,~,. • \. ~ .. ~ - - . . 
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fled to another, ancl carl it:il tIle (lifco\'eries ofPopifil fraud 
to ert.:r\' I)~"rt of tile \vorid. It \\ras bv forne of tJl0ft \\'110 

J # 

were per1t:c~tcd in Germany, tbat tilt: light of the refor-
nlatioll \\'as brou~llt [0 t~~rl)! illto Brita:n. 

l'h\! pO\1,:er oi divine provitien{:e appears with the moll 
difiinguiil}~(l luflre, \\/}letl fillall allc.l i11Collficlerable cit
CUlllltances, alld 1011ietinl=s, the \\'cather al1l1 :~afons, have 
detcated tl~e nloft Jorll1it!al~le arlllanlel1ts, all!.l fruftrateu 
th~ bell corlcertt(} cXl>t(litions. l~car t\\90 11untlred )7CarS 

a;;o, tlie IllollarcilY of Spain was ir} the 11eigllt of -its pO\\~t!r 
31111 glor}~, arId ll~termined to crufh the i11terefl of the re
formation. They lent out a powerful armament againfi: 
Britain, giving it oflentatiollfiy, alld in my opinion 11fo
fallcJv, the name of the In\rincible Armada. But it 

• 

plea!ed God fo entirely to difcomfit it by tempefis, that a 
iillall part of it returned home, though no Britifh force had 
beel) ol)poied to it at all. , 

\\te have a remarkable inflance of the influence of 
fmall circumfiances in providence in the Englifh hifiory. 
TIle t\\?O moli renlarkable perfons in the civil \vars, llad 
eanlefil}F (lefired to \\"itlldra\\~ tllemfelves frool the conten
tions of the tilnes, l\ir. I-Ianlpden and Oli\'er Croffi,\'ell. 
l~ht!y had aaually taken their paffage in a 1bip for New. 
I~:llgJand, \,-hen by all arbitrarj7 order of council tiley were 
compelled to remain at home. The confequence of this 
\va~, tllat one of thelll \vas tlle rOlll of tIle republican op .. 
])oiition to 1110Ilarcilical ufurI)<l.tio11 clllring the civil \vars, 
alld tile Qtl1er in the cOllrfe of tliat contell, \vas the great 
illflrlllllellt ir} l)ringillg tIle t)'rallt to tIle block. 

"l'lle onl}1 other hiflorical renlark I Uln to n"lake, is, tI1at 
tIle viOletlt l)erfeclltioll \\'11icll mal1Y cnlilleQt Chrifiians 
t!lCt \vitll ill Ellglalld from tl1eir bretllren, \\'110 called 
tlleillfelves llrotefiants, (lrove tlleln ill great Illllllt)erS to a 
(lillant part of tile worl(l, wllere the light of tIle garpel 
atld true religioll \\'ere utl1~110\"n. SOlne of tile All1eri
C(itl fettlelnents, particularl)' tllofe ill Ne\v-Englal1(1, \vere 
c11iefl}' nltllle t)y them; allcl as tIle)' carrie(l tIle kll0'V

ledge of Chrifl to the dark places of the earth, It) they 
COi1tit1llC tJ1tnlfelv'cs ill as great a (1egree of l)urjt}~, of 
f..lith, aau Hridnei's {)f practice, or rather a greater, than is 
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to be found in allY prot~f1ant cl1urch no\v in tIle ,rort". 
Does Ilot the wrath of nian in tllis infla!1ce l)r~lilt: (;0(1 ? 
\\'"as not tIle accllicr of tile bret)llCo, \\'110 {firs \'1) th~ir 
ellelnies, tllUS take11 ill IllS 0\\'11 craJtillefs, and 11is killb-
dom fhaken by the very means which he employeJ to 
eflablilll it.· 

II. proceed now to ~he fecond gener.ll head, which 
was to apply the princip!t's illuUrated above to our pre
lent fituation, by inferences of truth for your inftru8ion 
ancl conlfort, al1(1 1)j' ii.litLlble exll0rtatiollS to dut)~ ill ~ llis 
im J)Ortal1t cri fis. A n<l, 

III the firfl place, I "totllci take tIle opportunity on tllis 
occafioo .. and ii'om tllis fui1jeCt, to l)r~fs every hearer to a 
fitlCere COllcerl1 for 11is 0\\,11 fOllI's ialvation. "'fllere are 
tllnes \\'hen tIle mind 111ay be expeCted to be Inore a\vake 
to (li\Tille truth, .and the confciellce more o)Jen to the ar
ro\vs of cOllviCl:ion, than at others. A feafon of public 
judgment is of this kind, as appears from what has been 
alrea(lj· tlid. Tllat curiofity an(} attention ,It leafi are 
raife(i in fOlne degree, is plain from tIle tll1ufual throl1g of 
this aifembly. Call J'OU lla\le a clearer v.ie\v of the finftlI
nefs of your nature, tljan \Vlletl tIle ro(l of the ol)preffor is 
liftec} up, ancl \Vllen }90U fee mell plltting on the habit of' 
the \varrior, ancl collecting on ever)~ l1al1(1 tIle \VeapOlls of 
hoflility al1d illl1ru01ents of (leath? I do not blame }your 
ardor in preparing for the refolute (letence of your tenl
l)oral rights. But confi(ler I befeecll J'Otl, tIle truly infi. 
nite itnportance of the falvatioll of YOllr iouls. Is it of 
mllcll moment \vhetlier YOlI and }YOllr cllilclren fhall be 
riell or poor, at lil)erty or ill bOtlUS ? Is it of (nue}l n101nel1t 

\Vlletller tllis beautiful country {hall illcreafe in fruitflllllefs 
from year to year, being cultivated by aCtive induilry, and 

* I~c{l this fl10ul(1 be tllouglit a temporiiing C0111plim~nt to 
tIle peol)le of ~-c\r-li:ngland, \,"ho have bl~en the 111'11 f'utrt·rcrs 
in the l)l't:fcnt conte-fl, and h,lve fet fo nobl~ all CY, .. '1i)Ie of ir,
yincihle fortitude, in \vithftandillg the violence of Lt'~ lJrcfiion, I 
I think it ,})l'ol)cr to ohfcrvc tIlat the \vllolc l):'\l'a~~rapll is COpil'"(\ 
frolll a. fCl'lnOll 011 ['fal. lxxiv. 22. I)rcp,ar~J a~·H.l l)r~"(h""d ill 
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poITdfed by independent freemen, or the fcanty produce 
of the Ilegltcl:ed fielcls ilia11 be eaten tIp b}· hUllgry pub .. 
licans, \vhile tIlt! tilni(l O\Vl1er trelnbles at the tax gatl1er
ers a I)I)foacll? And is it of lefs mOlllellt my brethren, 
whether you fhall be the heirs of glory of the heirs of hell ? 
Is your {late on earth for a few fleeting years of fo much 
JnOnlcllt? And is it of lefs Illonlent, \\,hat 1hall be your 
flate through endlefs ages? Have you aficmbled together 
\villillgl}7 to hear ",hat filall be raid on public affairs, and 
to join in imploring the bleHing of God on the counfels 
an(l arll1S of the tlJlited Colollies, an,l call YOll be uncon
Cerlle(}, \vhat {halJ become of }'Oll for' ever, \Vllen all tile 

nlonuments of hunlarl greatnefs filall be laid in alhes, for 
" the earth itself and all the works that are tlv;:rein 111all 
" be burnt tll)." 

'\Therefore by beloved hearers~ as tIle nlinifiry of re
conciliation is commilted to me, I befeech you in the moll 
earnefi: manner, to atteIld to " the thillgS tIlat belong to 
" YOilr peace, hefore they are hid from your eyes. " How 
footl ~lnd in what manner a feal1hall be fet upon the cha
raCter and {late of every perfon here prefent, it is impoffi
bIe to kllO\\T; for Ile \vho only can kno,v (loes not think 
proper to reveal it. But you l11ay refl affured that tllere 
is no time more fi1itable, and there is 110ne fo fafe, as that 
\\Thiell is prefent, fince it is \vholly uncertain \vhetller any 
otller iliall be your's. rl'hofe \1lIl0 filall firfi fall ill battle, 
have not mal1Y more \varnings to receive. There are 
fome few daring and hardened finners who defpife eter
nity itfelf, and let their 1vlaker at defiance, but the far 
greater Ilumber llY Ila\rillg off tl1eir convictions to a Inore 
convel1ient ieafoI1, ha\Te 1Jeel} tal,en 1111prel)ared, alld thus 
eternally loft. I \\ioul(l tllerefore earl1efily })refs tIle a})of
tIc.) exhortation, 2 Cor .. 1li. I, 2. "We then, as \\;orkers 
" together \v itll 11inl, beieech you alfo, tllat )1e receive not 
" tIle grace of Goel in vaill: For he faitll, I ha\te 11earcl 
" thee in a time accepted, and i~ the day of falvation have 
" I fucconred thee: Behold, now is the accepted time; 
" behold, 110\V is the clay of falvatioIl." 

Suffer me to beCeech you, or rather to give you warning, 
not to relt fatisficrl with a form of godlinefs, deny!og th~ 
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}1m",;er thercGi. There r.an be no true religion, tiH there 
be a tlifcovery of }90l1r ]oft fiate by nature and praCtice, 
and an unfeigned acceptance of ChriH Jefus, as he is offer. 
ed in the gofpeJ. Unhappy they who either dcfpife his 
mercy, or are afh3med ofllis crors! Believe it," there is no 
" falvation in any other. 1"here is no other name under 
U heaven given amongft men by which we mull be faved." 
Unh:fs you an: unikd to him by a lively faith, not the re· 
fetlt:l1cnt of a hallgtlty··monarch, but the f\~~ord of (livinc 
jul1ice hangs over YOll, and the fulnefs of divine ven
geance fhall fpeediiy overtake you. I do not fpeak this 
only to the heaven, daring profligate, or grovelling fen
fualifi, but to every infenfible fecure finner; to all thofe, 
110\\~e\7er decent an(l or(lerly in their civil deportnlent, 
\\'110 live to tllenlfelves and have their part and portioll 
iil t11i!l life; in fine :v all \vho are yet in a nate of nature, 
lor " except a man be born again, 11e cannot fee the 
" kingdom of God." The fear of man may make you 
hicle }7our profanity: prudence and experience m?y mal~e 
)'Oll abl10r intemperance al1d riot; as YOll aclval1ce ill 

life, one vice may fll})plant another and hold its I,lace ; 
bat nothing Iefs than the fovereign grace of God can pro. 
duce a raving change of heart and temper, or fit you for 
llis imll1elljate prefence. 

],. From what has been faid upon this fubjefl, you may 
fee what ground there is to give praife to God for his fa. 
vors already befio\vecl on US~ refpeCting tIle public cauie. 
It \vou}cl be a criminal inattention not to obferve the fin
gular interpofition of Providence hitherto, in behalf of the 
... t\tllerican Colollies. It is however inlpoffible for me, in a 
finglr difcourfe, as ' ... ·ell as improper at this time, to go 
thro'.lgh every ftep of our pail: tranfaCl:ions, I mull there .. 
fore content myfelf with a few remarks. How many dif
co\-eries ha\-e been ma(1e of tIle defigns of enemies in B .. i .. 
Llin and among our1~lves, in a manner as unexpected to 
llS as to t11em, an(l in fuel) feafon as to preverlt their effeEl: ~ 
,\

IT

11tlt fllrl)rifing fllcce1s has attencled our encounters ill 
almoft every inHance? Has flot the boafied difcipline of' 
re~Ytll1r alle\ Vtteral1 fc)}cliers been turned into conf,,!fion anti 
dil'may, before the new and maiden courage of freemen, in 
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defence of their property and right? In what great mercy 
has blood been fpared 011 tIle fide of this itljt:red country ? 
Some important viaorics in the fouth have been gained 
\vith fo little lors, that enemies \\'ill probably think it hus 
been diffemble(l; as matlY, el'en of ourfelves thought, till 
time rendered it undeniable. But there \\"ere compara
tively of fmall moment. 1'he fignal advantage we have 
gained by the evacuation of Bollon, and the fhameful 
flight of the army and navy of Britain, was bro~ght about 
\vithout the lors of a man. To all this \ve may add, tllat 
the counfels of our enemies have been \7iiibIy confounded, 
fo that I believe I may fay \vith truth, that there is hard
ly allY fiep \vhich they have taken, but it Ilas operated 
flrongly againfi themfelves, and been more ill our favor, . 
than if the}· had followe() a contrary cOllrfe. 

\Vh~le we give praife to God the fupreme difpofer of 
all events~ for his interpofitilln in Ollr behalf, let 11S guard 
againft the dangerous error of trulling in, or boafting of 
an arm of Beth. I cou1d earnefi1y Winl, that \vhile our 
arms are cro\\'ned with fuccefs, \ve might content our· 
fel\res witll a modeft afcription of it to the po\ver of the 
Highefl. I t has gi\Jen nle great uneafinefs to read [ollle 
oflentatious, vaunting e~preffions in our news-papers, 
though happily I think, much reilraintd of late. Let us 
not return to them again, If I am not mifiaken, not only 
the holy fcriptures in general, and the truths of the glori
ous gofpel in particular, but tIle \vhole courfe of providence, 
feern inteIlded to ,1bafe the pride of nlal1, and lay the 
"Vain-glorious in the dufi~ How n1any inflances does hir .. 
tory fl1rnilli us \vith, of thofe \vho after exulting over. ancI 
defpifing their enemies, were fignally and fhamefully de
fe.ated. >l T'he truth is, I believe, the remark may be ap
plied llniverfally, and we may fay, that through tIle \vhole 
franle of nature, allc} the \\,hoIe (vllem of hlltllan life, that 
\vhich promifes 1notl, l1erforll1s tht leafi, Tl1e fIo\vers of 
findl colour feldom have the iweetdi: fragrance. The 

• Tllere is no fiory better kno,vn in Bl'itiOl llifiory', tl.ln 
that the offictrs of tIle f'rencll army the llit~ht precc(lillg the 
battle of .L~giI1court., l)laye(l at dic{; for ]~:11glinl prifoners l)c
fore they to ole;, tIl cln, anel the Ilext day \vere tak '.:n l>y lilem. 
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trees of quicken groweth or fairell form, are rdJom of 
the greateft value or duration. Deep waters move with 
jeafi noife. l\len \\"ho tllink moll are feldom ral~ati\1c. 
~'\nd I think it holds as much in \\·ar as ill any thing, that 
f\-erv boafier is a co\\'ard. 

~ 

Pardon me, my brethren, for infifting fo much upon 
this, \\~hich may feenl but an immaterial circumfiance. 
It is in my opinicn of very great moment. I look upon 
ofientation and confidence to be a fort of outrage upon 
Providence, and when it becomes general, and infufes it. 
{elf into the fpirit of a people, it is a forerunner of dellruc. 
tion. I-Io\v does Goliall the champion armeti in a mon 
formidable manner, exprefs his difd.in of D~vid the firip
ling with his fling and his Rone, I Sam. xvii.41,43.44-,4; .. 
" And \vhen the Philifiine looked about and fa\v Da\"j(l, 
~, he difa.ained him: for he was but a youth, and ruddy, 
" and of a fair countenance. And the Philifiine faid unto 
" David t Am I a dog, that thou cornell to me with Raves' 
" And the Philifiine curfed David by his gods, and the 
" Philifiine faid to David, come to me, and I will give 
" thy flefh lloto tlle fowls of the air, al1(1 to the beans of 
" the field. " But how jull and mooefi the reply? Then 
" raid David to the Philifiille, thotl conlefi to me with ~ 
" fword and with a fpear, and with a fhield, but I come 
" unto tllee in the name of the Lord of 110fis, the God of 
" t~e armies of Ifrael, whom thou haft defied." I was 
well pleated with a remark of this kind thirty years ago 
ill a panlphlet," in which it \vas obferved, that there was 
a great deal of protane ollenta~ion in the nanles given to 
111ips of war, as the ViCtory, the Valient, the Thunderer, 
tIle Drea(lnougllt, the Terrible, the F'irebrand, the Fur .. 
nace, the Lightning, the Infernal, and many more of the 
lame kind. This the author confidered as a fymptOln of 
tIle natiollal cI1~~raaer alld mallners \1ery unfaverable, alld 
not likely to obtain the blefiing of the God of Heaven. t 

• Britain '5 Remembrancer. 

t I am fCl1fll)~e that one or t,"o of thek Were fhips taken front 
C1e l'''l'encll, '\'lli~ll bro\\ght their nanlC5 \,·itll tht:l11. H\1t the 
Sl'tateft Iltll11ber llad tlleil' nanl~S iI11l)oft(1 in l~ngianc1, alld I 
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for his a:i'ftancc: in the pr.::cnt impori.lnt conflict. H: 
is th~ Lord of hofi~ t:1eat in m:c!~t~ 3t!ll firon; in hallie. 
'\~Jloe\"er hath hi~ COllJltell~nce all,l api)ro!).4tiol1, 1h,,!1 
ha'ic t.'le belt at latl. I tlo not n'=1\n to r)~~k l)r(\:)!lt:~!. 
c:Uly, but .. gr~eabl}" t\l the :li13!0'6Y of t~i:h, ::.raJ tIle Ilrill
dries of God"s tnoral go .... e1110lent. Som:: h:.l\'~ oo:e:-H: ... l 
that true re!i~ion, an,l ill her tr~in, do:nil1io~, ri~:4~s,. 
Ii terat lire, antI 3r~$,. h:l\-e !akel1 their (Ot)r!~ ill :1 flo\\- 3Il(l 

gratlual m~nl1er~ fro'll c:ltl to \\-efi~ fil~CC the ~~,rt!l \\'as !~t
tlell aler th~ f!~1~i, &lll\) froll1 tr~t:l\CC Il'l'~·~lc tile Illture 
t1or)- of _\nl;rii:;l. I )~:l,~e lhis as a 111~!::~r '-t:!1~r cf COIl· 

jeaure thall t.cftaillty, bllt obler'''e, t~~~t if )·our cali:~ is 
jt;:i~-if your principles an: pare,.-and ii ) {'~!r (.omlua 
is prudcl~!, }"ou lle~d not %c:~r ,~c Illll:!ltu,!(; of opP')iiilg 
h~fis. 

If your c:mfc is jufi-ycu nuy knk with (on!i~t:nce to 
tIle LorJ 311U illt~,lt hill) to ill~a~l it ;.is his 0\\'%1. \"cu are 
all 111," \\·it!leff~s" that this is the: jir!i till)(! of Ill\- i:~trtx!u-." ~ 

cing any political fubjeft into the pu!pit. l\t this iea!on 
howe,'er, it is nct only lawful but n~cdr."l1)\ ant! I wil. 
lngly ~mbrace the opportunity of d::cbr:n~ my opinion 
\\"ithol.lt all}- hefit3tion, that the callfe ifl \VhlCh .A~merica 
i s no,,~ in arnlS, is the C;lute of lutlice, of libert", and of 

~ . 
hamar! natllre. So far as \,'e have hitherto l'Jroceede(l, I -anl jatisfi~\.! that the cont~der~c}· of :he colon!~~s, 113S not 
beel} the effeCt of pride, rcfelltnlent, or feditloll, but of 
a deep and general COllvittioll, that our civil ~Illl religious 
liberties. and confequently in a great nleafure the tempo-

C3nnot hel, ,'")bf~rying, that tIle '-i~lury, often celebr:ttcc) as 
the fine!l Il~il) e,"er t)llilt in llr,it .. t:tl, '\\-:'lS lo!!. in the nigl~t "~oath: 
out a flornl, b~' tOt~l~ ll!l!inO\'''ll ~tCC!t!l·llt, ~\1\(1 ab()tll t\\'t.'I\'c hlll\

dred perions, nl~n~" of tht.'111 of the 6 ... ,\ faJlli);l"S in th(· ll~ltion, 
"'en! b\lri~d ,,-ith it in tIle {l"ep. I (10 'let Int·:ll1 to inter allY 
t}lin~ li'"Oll\ this, ~l\lt, that \\' ... -- o\l~ht \() li\'l" \llld,,·." the 1}l'a~lical 
ll(·rfuaiion ()f \\'h;\t Ilt) 1':1:"%1 ,,-ill (~{)~~ll'in~\I}y denYl th:\t t)~erc is 
no ,\"al'ril\~ \\'ith t!\~ \."It:nll"l\t~, (\t' hint \\ 1\0 (ii:'ccts tllt"lr f\.lr,,"'c ; 
that h~ is alll\." to WI i!(" (li(~ PI.ointnlcnt lH1 tht." ,,"ir~n h'ln\~:.l\ 
t't"hl"nles, ~~'1(1 lly thl" \,',)r,I ()f hi, l~()'\-cr to fruill'atc tile c.:Hort~ 
of lh~ srcatclt Il\On~~ f,h ufo., "",\l"lil. 
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ral and eternal happinefs of us and onr pofierity, tlepended 
(\11 tile iiflle. TIle kno\\-leclge of Go<l and Jlis trtlths have 
from the beglnni!1b of the \\-or]{l l~~tn cIlief])', if not en
tirelv, confined to thofe parts of tIle earth, \\-here fome clc
gr~e· ::>f libc.:rty ~md political juflice were to be feen, and 
,::r~J.t were the dit1icultics with which they had to firuggle 
from t!1e iillperfeClion of humall fociety, and the llnjuft 
<}t:cifions of uftlrpecl autllority. Tlltre is J10t a fingle in
ft~lnce in Ilifiol1' in \\-hich civil liberty \vas loll, anti re
ligious iiberty prcferved entire. If therefore we yield up 
our temporal property, we at the fame time: tleliver the 
confciel1ce il1to bondage. 

You fhall not, my brethren, hear from me in the pul
p:t, what you have never heard from me in converfa
lion, I nlearl railii1g nt the kiJlg perf Of lally, or even ))lS 
n}i)lillers and tIle pJ.rli.lnlent~ and l)eollle of Britaill, as 
io Inany barbarous l:~\1ages. ]\fany of their aCtions 11a\9C 

))rob~~bly been worie than their intentions. Thlt they 
ihoulJ liefire unlirriited domillion\ if they can obtaillor 
)lreft!rve it, is lleither ne\\' nor \\?OIlderful. i (10 not refufe 
fubmifiion k> their unjufl claims, becaufe they are cor. 
Tt!l)t or profligate, although probably many of them are 
1'0, llllt l)ecaufe they are mell, and therefore lial)le to all 
tile f~IIi!ll bias i!1ieparable frool 11umall nature. I call 
this ch:.im unjuH, of making laws to bind us in all cafes 
whali0t;Ver, becaule they are feparated fronl us, indepen
(ICllt of us, and 11a\"e an intereIl ill OPI)ofing us. \\l" uuld 
allY nl~n WllO could prevent it, gi\'e up his efiate, perfon, 
atltl fall\ily, to tIle difpofal of llis neigllbour, although he 
h~lJ lib~rty to chuie tIle \vifefi ant! tll~ l~efl: nlafler ? Sure
!y Hot. 'fhis is the true and proper hinge of the contro. 
\lerf), between Grt;at-Britain allcl Alncrica. I t is however 
to b~ ~~ll{.IC!(l, tll:lt lucll is their (Ii llal1ce froln us, tllat a 
wit~ and pruJ~nt aJminiftration of our affairs is as impof. 
iiL)le as tile claim of allthority is llnjufl. Sue}} is alld 
nlu:i btj tllcir igllorallce of tIle flate of tllillgS Ilere, fo 
lllucil tillle IllUtl elapie l1efore an error can be teen and 
rcmedietl, and 10 much injuflice and partiality mull: be ex
l)~cle(l fraln the art.s ancl mifrepreientation of illterefied 
p~r1011S, that tor thde co!ouit:s to d\!pt!nd wholly upon the 
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legil1ature of Great.Britain, ,,·ould be like many otJJ~ 
()PP,-dTt';e connexions, injury to the mafter.. anJ ruin to 
the ,nave. 

1'he managen1ent of the ,,"ar itfelf on tlleir part, \'''PllJd 

fumifh new proof of this, ,f any ""ere needful. Is it i:ot 
manifefi \\'ith \\'Ilat 3bfurdit)p alltl improprief)" theJ~ ha,·e 
conduCted their own d(.;figns? '\"c hali nothing fo much 
to fear as ditTenlion, :llld the)- h:t\·e b}· ,,"anton and un
necefi:"lry cnlelty forced us into union. At the t~me time 
to iet us fee what \\'"e h:l\1te to ex pea, anti \,-hat \\"Oll)() he 
the fatai confequence of unlimited. filbmiffion, they have 
uniformly callt:d thare aCts L~ll;!)" ",hiefl filled this whole 
continent with refentlnent and horror. rfhe ine1F.tbJe dif
dain expreffed by our fellow fubjea, in faying, 'That 
'he lvouJd not harken to America, till 1he ','"as at his 
4 feet,' has armed more men, and infpired more deadly 
rage, than could h~ve been done by laying \vaJle a \\'hole 
province with fire and f\vord. Again we W'anted not 
numbers, but time, and they jent over handful after hand
ful tili we were ready to oppofe a multitude greater th3~ 
they hav-e to fend. In fine, if there \\-as one place ftr:lng
er than the reft, and more able and \villing to refifl, there 
they made the attac~~, and left the others till they \vere du
ly informed, comp1etely incenfed, and flllJy fumiihed with 
every inHrument of war. 

I tnention there things, my brethren, not only as 
grounds of confidence in God, who can eafily overthrow 
the \vifdom of the \vile, but as decifive proofs of the impol: 
fibility of thefe great and gro\ving fiates, being fafe and 
happy when every part of their internal polity is depen
dant on Great Britian. If, 011 account of tlleir difllnce, 
and ignorance of our fituation, they could not condua their 
o\vn quarrel with propriety for Olle year, how can they 
give direCtion and vigor to every department of our civil 
confiitutiollS froan age to age? There are fixed bounds to 
every hunlall thing. '''Then' the branches of a tree gro\~ 
very large and \\~eighty, they faJI off from the tiunk. rJ'I.e 
1harpetl fwonl will not pierce when it cannot reach. And 
tllere is a certaill (lifiance from the feat af go\ternment, 
\\~here an attempt to rule \viII eitller produce t)-ranllY 



tmu hdp!efs filhj~~ion. or provoke rdifiance anJ eff~d 
a Jep3r.1t ion. 

I na\': !:lid, if ~'om' pr~ndple$ arC! pure The m~:lning 
C'f tf:;$ is.. if your pKf~llt oppoljtiotl to the cJ~nls of t!le 
Bri~ifh nlillilil)· dots not arite f~m a ICditious an\:l turbu
len! I!)i~i!. or a ,vant"'l COlltempt of J~b'al authority; from 
a b!itlil allt.i fit1ious 3tt~t:hnlent to ~rticuJar pcrfolls or 
~lrti~s ; or from a felfinl rapacious difpoliilon, and :1 de
fire to turn public confution to private profit-but frcr.l. 
a CC&ll.:efll lor tIle illtere!l of ~·our country~ afl{) the faJ~ry 
cf yc~rreh'es and your polierity. On this rubjt\.~ I C:ln
not Ilell) obfer\'ing, that thou~h it \\'oult.l be a miracle if 
ther~ wen: not many fdfilh ~rfons among u~and difco\"c
Ties no\\- al1d thell m~{le of me.ln and interefl~ tranl;lC
tioll~ )-et the)- have beell cOlllparati,-ely inconfideribJe 
both ill tlUll1il:r alld ~ffca In ~eral, there has ~n fo 
great a degree ofpuhlic fpirit. t:.1t we n:wc m~d~ ll\ore 
Raton to be thankful for its vigor and pre\-a)cnce, than to 
,,"onder:lt the iew appearances of difhoneRy or diidece 
tion. !t ~·ouJu ~ v~ry ll.'lC3:1dii.} to ~cribe the uni,"'~ri~l 
anlor that h:ls }lrevaiJetl amollg 311 ranks of men, and the 
!pirited exertions in the moft dirlant colonies, to any thing 
eIre than public fpirit, Nor was there e\'er perhaps in 
hiliary 10 gener-oll a comnlction from which religious dif
ferences have been fo entirely exclm!eJ. Nothing ofthis 
kine} has 3S )"et beel) h~3rd, ~xcept of late in the abfurd~ 
but n~alicious 311d detefiable ;tttenlpts of our fe\\· renl.in. 
:ng eneillies to itltroduce them. i\t the fame time I mull 
aHo, tor the honor of this country (\bteT\~c ~ that though &0-
\PCrnnlent in the ancient lorms has been fo I011g unhinged9 

311d in !ome coJonies not fufficiellt rare taken to fubfiitllte 
another in its place; yet illS there been.. by common 
tonfent, a m!lch grelter degn-e of oruer alld pubiic peace, 
than men of refledion and experience foretoM or expe8:. 
cd. From tlH ihd~ cin:u'lln~lGCeS I conclude favo ... ablyof 
the principles of !he fricl1,-!s of !i~rtr, 3nu do e3.rne~ly 
exhort you to adopt and aa upon thClfe which h3xe been 
defc:-il~(t, ao(l refill tile illflucnce of e\·eT\~ other. 

, J 

Once more, if to the juHire of your C3!1!e. and the puri. 
ty cf your princiFl~s. }'OU JJd prudence in your cvnt.l~a, 
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there wi~. De the greaten rea~on to hope, by the b!cffing of 
G<xt, for profperit}- antI fuccefs. By l)rlldellce ill C011-

dll[l in~ t!lis import;\11t fiillgglt-, I have chitfl}' ill \"le\v 
union. firmnefs. and patience. E\'ery body mufi per
cei'ic the ahfolute neceffity of union. It is indeed in e\~e
ry t){)ll)·"s Dlouth, and tl.erefore infleall of attempting to 
C()ll''"i!lCe }rou of its im))oftance, I \rill only calic:ion YOll 

agaiilfi the ufual Cal.reS of (livifion. 1 f perfOJ1S of every 
rnllk, infieatl of ilnplicitly COlllpl}7ing \\·ith the of{iers of 
thofe \vr.om !h~v tlleillfel\tes 11a\'C cllofc:n to (lirecl, \viII 
needs jud~e every meafuie over again, when it comes to 
be JlUt ill t!xeCt:tioll; if Jifierent c)a[es of nlen intermix. 
their little pri\~ate vie\\:s, or clafhing interefi \vitll pul)]ic 
afiairs, antl marillal into parties, the merchant againll the 
landho~i.l~r, an~l the lalldholcler agaillfl tile Inerchant; if 
local provincial pride and jealoufy afife, and you allow 
)'ol~rfcl\"es to fpeak \vitIl contempt of the COtlrage, charac. 
ter, 111~n11eTS, or c\·en langtlage of particular l)laces, }TOU 

ar~ (loing a greater illjur}· to the COn11TIOn caure, than )70U 

3\·: •. "ill.re of. If 1uch praCtices are admitted among us, 
l11iaillook upon it as one of the molt dangerous fym p
tonlS, ant} if the}- b:comc gelleral, a prefage of apI)roach .. . . 
111g rllln. 

E}F firmnefs ancl patiel1ce, I mean a refolute auherence 
to }'our duty, al!U lajrirl~ J"our account \Vit!l man)~ (liffi .. 
culties, as ,\"ell as occafional (iifappoitltll1ents. In a for
nlcr part of tIllS difcollrfe, I 11al'e catltiotled }'OU againft 
oflent3tion and vain glory. Be pleafed farther to obferve 
tl!~t e:~:~(!:11es Orrell l1eget 011e anot11cr, tile fame perlons 
W!iO t:'lli~ extra\·a~a:lti}J' 011 f!..lccefs, are generall), Inofi 
lii!t~i~ to tl~fl~O!ltlellt til,lillity 011 c\"er}' little iIlconiltleral)Je 
(let~'~t. l\fcn of ttl!S cl1aracter are tIle balle and corrllptioll 
oL:\'el"Y f~)cic:ty or p;;ny to which they belong, but they 
are ~i'I)ecially the rui~l of :111 arlny, if [uffereel to contintlc 
irl it. Remen1t1er the ,~ic!ftitll(le of lluman tllil1gS, allcl 
tb.:: u:ual cOUi-ic of providence. Ticw often has a jun 
c~tl~le l)::en rL~1\lCl"'(1 to tb~ lo\vefl t t)b, alld yet ~"ilttl 
ti:":1d~; ,:JI1erc(1 tC), Jl~S t)::come fil1al1), trillm}Jhant. I 
1i~·eal, t11is 110\\· \"\" !~1 ft~ tl:~ afli\ir~ of tIle ColoI1ies are ill fo 
l)ro!i~crOll:i ~ tLt·,,: l~lt thi3 propriety itfc.:lf fhould render 
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you lefs ahle to bear unexpeeted misfortunes-The fum 
bf !he \\~llOIt! is, t!lat the bitffing of G<xl is oilly to l~ 
looked for by thofi: who are not wanting in the dilcharge 
of tJltir 0\\'11 dll()~. I ,,·ould 11either have }'0U tll truf! ill 

~Il arlll of fie:- (Jl, nor fit \\9itll foldeel 11l11ds an(i ex fteet tllat 
Illiracles fllollJll be \"rollght ill ,'our defence--l'llis is a 

L;' ~ 

fin ,\~llicll is ill Srril)ttJre iiiJed telTIpting Goel. In op-
pof'tioll to it, I \vou),t exilort )'OU as Joab diet the holl of 
Hi·ad, who, thouih he does not appear to h:i\'e had a fpot
leis charaaer throughout, certainly in this intlance fpoke 
like a prlldent general at1cl a piOlJS man. 2 Saln. X. 12. 

~it B\! of goo(l COllrage, and let us behave ourfelves valiant. 
" I), for Otl ... peol)Je a11d for the cities of our GOtl, and )~t 
" the Lord t10 th3.t \"ilich is good in Ilis fight." 

I 1hlll 110\V conclu(le tllis difcourJe by fome exhorta
tions to (lllt}', foun(lecl upon the ttuths whicl1 llave been 
illuHrated above, and fuited to the interefting nate of this 
COlllltry at tIle prefent time; anll, 

I. StIffer me to recommend to' you an attention to the 
public int~refi of religiOll, or in other \vordsJ zeal for tIle 
glory of God and the good of others. I have already en. 
dea,,·ored to exhort finllers to repentance; w11at I ha\ge 
Jlere in view is to' POillt out to )'OU the concern \vhicll 
every good man OUgllt to t:.ke in the national charaCler 
and lllanners, ani:l the means \vhicll he ought to uie for 
prOllloting plll~lic "irtue, allcl bearing do\vn ilnpiety an(! 
vice.' rrllis is a matter o'f the utolofi n10ment, an(! \vhicll 
ought to be well underfiood, both in it~ nature and prin. 
ciples. N.othing is more certain than that a general pro
fligacy and corruption of manners make a people ri pe 
for (Ie{lrllaioll~ A good fornl of goverllment Inay hold 
the rotten materials togetller for fonle time, but be}'OIld a 
certain p"itcn, even the bell confiitutiorl \villtbe ineffectual, 
and flavcry lTIUft etlfuc. On the otl1er han(l, \\9 hen tIle 
marlners oJ" a nation are p'ure, "'hell true religion antI ill

ternal prillciples maintain their vigour, the attempts of the 
moll powerfu1 enemil!s to opprefs them are common1y 
bam~d and difappointed. 'fhis will be found equaJlJ' 
certain, \vhcthcr ·,vc confider th= grea.t princi;plel of God'~ 

\/ () J • I I I. F' 
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moral governmen t, or the operation and influence of na· 
tura1 catlfes. 

\\"'hat follo,ys from this? That -he is the beft friend to 
American ljberty, who is moll fincere anti active in i1ro
motirlg true anti undefiled religion, an(} \\~ho lets himtelf 
with the greatefi, firmnefs to bear do"tn profanityaild im
morality of every kind. \Vhoever is all avo\\led enemy 
to God, I fcruille not to call him an enenlY to llis countr)T. 
Do not fuppofe, m)' brethren, that I mean to recomnlell(l 
a furious and angry zeal for tIle circumfiantials of religion, 
or the contentiolls of one feB: with another about t11eir pe
culiar difiinCtions. I do not with you to oPI)ofe any bo. 
dy's religjon,~ut e\7ery body's \vickednefs. Perhaps there 
are fe\v furer marks of the reality of religion, than \vhen a 
man feels himfdf more joined in fpirit to a true holy perfo~ 
of a (Jifferent denomination, tllan to all irregular liver of 
his O\\Tn. It is therefore your (lut), in tllis important and 
critical fearon to exert yourfelves, everyone in his proper 

~ fpllere, to item the tide of l)revaiiillg vice, to promote the 
kno\v ledge of God, the reverence of llis name and worfhi p, 
and obeclience to his la\vs. ' 

Perhaps you wiI! aik, what it is that you are called to 
do for tllis IJllrpote farther than }Tour OWll perfol1al dilty ? 
I anf"Ter this itfelf \\,hen taken ifl its proper extent is not 
a little. The nature anel obligation of vifible religioIl is, 
I am afraicl, little ut1tlerfioocl allclleis attencled to. 

l\'Iany from a real or pretendecl fear of the imputation 
of hYIJocrif}·, banilb from tlleir cOllverfation a11d carriage 
every ~ppearance of refpea and fubmifiion to the livil1g 
God. What a \veal<nefs and mea11nef~ of fpirit does it, 
difcover, for a man to be afhan)e(l in the preience of his 
fello\v fintlers, to profefs tllat reverence to almighty Go(l 
\'vhich he il1\Vardly feels: rrhe truth is, he makes him
felftruly liable to the accufation \vl1icll he means to avoid. 
It is as gelll1iJle and I)erllaps a lTIOre cl11I)able hypocrify to 
appear to.11ave leis religioll than }TOU really l1ave, than to 
appear to have more. 'rhis fane 1hame is a more exten
five evil tllall is cOlnmollly apI)reheIltled. We COl1tribute 
confiantly, though inienfibly, to form each others charac
ter alld m·anners; and therefore, tIle llfeflilnefs of a firicl1y 
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ltol,r and confcienticus dc:portment is not cOnfille{l to tIle 
poifdfor, but fpreads its happy influence to all that arc 
\vithin iiS reach. I Ileed fcarcely adtl, that in 1)r()portiol1 
as mell are difiinguifhed b};' underfianding, 1iter~tllre, age, 
rank, office, wealth, or allY ot!ler circumflance, their ex
ample will be ufdul on the one hand, or pernicious on the 
otl1er. 

But I canllot content m.}lfelf \vith barely recommetl(ling 
a filent exalnple. There is a digllit}T ill virtue \vhich is 
elltitlecl to authority, and otlght to claim it. III nlatlY 
cafes it is the duty of a goo(l Inao, by Ol)en reproof and 
oppofition, to wage war with profaneneis. rrhere is a 
fcripture precept delivered in very fingu1ar terms, to 
\vhich I beg your attention; "Thou (halt not h~te thy 
" brother ill thy heart, but fhalt ill any \vife rebuke him, . 
" ~nd not fuffer fin upon him.'~ Ho\\' prone are Inany 
to relJrefellt reproof as fio\ving from ill nature alld furli. 
nel's of temljer? The Spirit of God, on the contrar)', con· 
fiders it as the effeCt of inward hatred, or want of genuine 
love, to forbear reproof, when it is neceffary or may be 
ufeful. lain fellfible there may ill fOfl1e cafes be a re
firaitlt from prudence, agrc;eably to that caution of our 
Saviour, "Cafi not your pearls before [\vine, left tIley 
" tralnple them under tlleir feet, ancl turn again and rent 
" you. " Of this every mall nlufi juc.lge as \\'ell as he can 
for hinlfelf; but certailllJ7, eitller bJ" open reproof, or ex
preffive fil~nce, or fpeedy departure from fuch fociety, 
we a'ught to guard againH being partakers of other men's 
fins. 

To this let me add, that jf all men are botll1(1 in fome 
degree, certain claffes of ml'n are under peculiar obliga
tions, to the c1ifcharge of this duty. l\Iaginrate~, miniflers, 
parents, 11eacls of fatllilies, and thofe whom a~e has rene 
dered venerable, are called to nfe their authority and in. 
fluence for the glory of God and the good of others. Bad 
mell thetllfclves c.lifcover all illward conviCtion of tl1is, for 
they are often liberal in their reproaches of perfons of 
grave char~lC1ers or religious profeHion, if they bear with 
patience the profanity of others. InHcacl of enlarging 
011 the duty of men in authority in general, I mull: l)~lfti· 
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maJld of fo}tlitrs inlifletl for the <lefcnce of tl1tir CQW11tr,·. -The ca!lfe is facTed, and the Ch3~lpions for it ougbt to be 
holy. Nothjng is more grieving to the heart of a good 
~nan, thall to hear from thofe who are gcing tp the fidd, 
~he horricl fOllnd of curfillg ao<l blafphetny9; it C0015 tIle 
Clrdor of his prayers, as \\lteil as al'latt:s })is .C()llfitlellce ~,11(1 

~ope in God. l\Iany more circumflanccs affect me in 
ruch a caie, than I.cail enlarge npon, or indeed etlfi!y enu
merate at preftnt; Jhe g!ory of God, the intc"~n of the 
d~luded linner, going like a dc\"otcd v:t1im, and impreca
ting \Jcngeance 0.11 Ilis 0\\-"11 hea(l, as \,"ell as the Callie itfelf 
comn1itted to his care. "ge 11ave fO!llttillles takell the li
berty to forebode the downfall of the Brititb em i1Ire-, from 
the corruptioll anti (legelleraC)' of the ptOl)le. U nlJapl)i)~;
the BritiOl foldiers ha\'e been difiinguiflit:d among aU the 
nation~ in Et1ro}le, for tIle nlofi ihockin~ I'rotJ.tlit)? S11alJ 
,\'e- t:lcn pretell{l to emllilte til~lll ill thi~ ill!trr~al (lifiillC ... 
~ion, or ~pb them of the horrid privilege? God forbi~. 
Let the officers of the army in every degree remember, 
that as ~lilitary fubjeCtion, while it lafis, is the moli com
plete of any, it is in their po-.ver great]}" to refirain, if Ilot 
wholly to banifil, thi~ flagrant enormity. 

2. I exhort all \\"ho are 110t called to go into the field, 
~o apply themfelves \vith the lltmofi tliligetlCe to \\lorks of 
induflry. It is in i~our po\\'er by this Illean Ilot only to 
fupply the neceffities, Pllt to add to th~ firength of }~Ollf 
~ountry. Habits of induflry prevailing in a fociety, n(lt 
only increak its wealth, as their imnlediJte eH~a, but 
they l!revent the introdufiion of many ,,.ices, and are in
timatel}F co~neacd \\-ith fobriet)· and good nlora)s. Idle. 
nels is the motller ur nllrfe oi almofl e\ter~~ vice; ana \\·ant, . 
~\!hicll i~ its infepardble cOlllpanion, urges nlen on to tile 
moll abandoned and deflruai\'e courft:s. lndufiry, ihere
fore is a moral duty of the greaten moment, ahfolute!y 
neceff.lT), to n~i:ional profperity, and the fure way of ob
taining l11e bJeffillg of GO(]. 1 \\~ouJ(1 alIa obfcr\~e, that in 
this, as in c:\"ery other part of God's govf:'"nment, obedi. 
enCe to his \vi)l is as 111tlCh a natllral Illean, as a nleri,o
rious caule, of the advantage we Winl to reap froln it. In .. 
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duftry brings up a firm and hlrdy race. lIe wbo is in
\ ... ~'-l to the labor of tile fir!ld, is prt:paretl for the f~ti,!l'~S 
of a camp,\i)!n. 'fhe adive farmer who rifes with the 
(1-.1\\-n iliid follo\\'s !ii~ tean, or p)O\V, mull in tIle enll be an 
O\:erillatch for thofe effeminate and delicate fO)lliers, who 
arc! nurle:d in the Jap of felf-indulgence, and whore great
til e~ertioil is ill the in11)ort311t prellaration for, and tedi
OtiS attelltlancc on, a maiqtlerade, or olidnibllt ball. 

3- III the lall place. fuffer me to recommend t~ you 
frug,lIity in. your families, and every other article of ex
pen~e. 'rhis the flate of -thinbs 3mon~ us renders abfo
lutely neceffary, ~!!:l it fiands in the nloft immelliate con
llexioll t10tl1 \\-itll \-~irtuous illuuflry, and ~ai\"e public 
fpirit. 'femperance in meals, moderation and decency 
in drers, furniture and equipage, hav~ I think. geilerally 
lleell charac.leriftics of a difiinglliflled patriot. And ,,"I.ell 
t~le faille lpirit perva<les a people in general, they are fit 
for c\"er}~ 4ut}~, and able to encounter the Inofi formida
ble enemy. rrhe general fubjeCi of the preceding dif .. 
i:otlrfc has beell the \\~rath pf man praifing God. It' the 
unjufi: opprdl100 of your enemies, which withholds frcm 
}'OU :nal~}' of the ufual articles of luxury antI magnificence, 
iliaII COlltr!~l\te to "lake } .. {)U clothe )·ollTfelves and your 
chil{iren \\·ith tht! \vcrks of } our 0\\·11 hal1cls, and cover 
}-Ollr tables \vitl} tilt: falutary prociuCliotlS of )"our o,,·n 
ioil, it \\pill be a ne\\~ i!luflration of the faille truth, alld a 
real Ilappine!s to }"ourfelve~ and }~our country. 

I could \\~inl to ha\?e every ~ood thing dOl1e from the 
)1l1reti pritlciples alld the noblefi \,ie\rs. CO:ltller, there
fore, that the ChriHian charatler, particularly the !elf-de
n!~l of the gO!llel, fhoulu extend to your whole deport
JllCllt. III the earl\'" titlles of ChrifiiaI1it,·, \\-11en allult .. . 
(:t.ll\;crts \\:ere alilnittc(l to l)alltifm, tllCY \\'erc afl~ed among 
(J:iler qll~lliollS, Do ) ou renOU!lCe tile \\·orl~l, its fllt!\\"S, 
i~s POllli1 l an~l its \·allities? I do. 1'he form of tllis is fiill 
i~r~iervt:ll ill tIle allillilliflration of b3ptilill, \rllere \\·e re
ilnlltlce the <le\'ii, the \\-orlJ, antI the Benl. Tllis certain. 
1)" illl»lies 110t Oll~-}~ allilaiilillg from aCts of grots intenl
))~ra!lCe :ltl(l exreis .. t)ut a llUlniiit}!' of carril~e, a reflraitlt 
i!lJ 1:10~eralic~1 1~1 ~II ;'(")ur Jefire~. Tile 1:\i,.e tllitl<Y. as 

J (). 



it is fuitah!e to your Chrifiian rrofdli~n~ is alfo nccetr.uy 
t6 m3k~ ~-ou tru)~- indepen~!:::nt in ~;0l:r!~'h'':S9 an,,} io fet'd 
the fourr~ of ]ihtT31;\~- 111(i charii'- to C~h~TS, or to tl~e 
public. The riotous ~and w:.tficfu!- !i,-er .. wh():~ cr.l,-ing 
appetitts ma~e oiln (onthutiy need~', is ~nd mufi l'e rub. 
jet1: !o m:my malters .. ~ccordin~ tt) th~ J:tyiu . .! of Solomon, 
~ The ~~rro\\'~r is i~r,·ant to t!le iell"l::r.'~ Btlt the frll~l 

\. 

:And moderate perfon. who g:.:i"les his ;ill:lirs with di!crc-
lion, is ~bl:: to anit! ill public: CO\I!lf~ls b}' a free anJ ~i.l. 
biaife-J ja\.l~~lellt, to JUI1i»}" the ,,'ants of t_~s poor bre
thren, al1d lonletime~ by his eftate anJ jubilance to gi\~e 
important aid to a fillkiilg COulltl)~. 

Upon the whole, I befeech you to make a wife im
provement of the prefent thre;;ltening afpet\ of public af
&.irs, :inti to renlember tilat ~"Otlr (luly to God, to )'Ollr 
countT}-, to }'our fanlilies, an(l to }"ot!rfel,'e~ is the f;iDle. 

True religioIl is llothing cIte bllt ail in\\-ard teOlper allll 

(\ut\\~rJ condua fuited to your fi:lte 3nd circumfiallt:es in 
providence at any time. .i\nd as peace \\'ith God ~\n(l 
confornlit,,- to hiln, adds to the f\\-eetnefs of created com-.-

forts \\'llile \\'e pofi~is thein, fo ill tinles of (lilliculty an{1 
trial, it is ill the nlan of piet}~ and in\\-ar(l principle, that 
,,"e nlay e~llea to finJ the ullcorrupted patriot, tIle "urt.~ful 
citizell, and tIle in\'incible foidier.-GcJ grant tkat in 
America true reiihloIl antI ci\"illibert},. tna)- be illfcparable, 
antI that the Ulljufl attem11ts to ut:firoy the Olle\ In:t}· ill tll~ 
iGllC tend to the fupport and ellabliflullent of both. 



[ 47 ] 

.L\I)DRESS 
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As foon as I had confented to the publication of the 
ioregO!11g fernlon, I felt an irrefiliible defire to ac· 

company it with a few \\·ords at!dreffed to you in particu
l~r. lAin certalll I feel the attachmel1t of country as far 
as it is a \,irtuous or laud3ble principle, ~rhaps it \\"ould 
be nearer the truth to fay, as far as it is a natural and par
donable prejudice. He who is fo pleafed may attribute it 
to this 11it \,'hen I fa\·, that I have never f~en clllie to be 

~ 

a,lbanled. of the plaC'e of m}? birth; tllat fince the revival 
of arts anJ letters in Europe in the c10ie of the fourteenth 
and beginnillJ of the fifteenth CClltur}lt, the natives of 
Scotlan(llla,"e not beell inferior to thote of any other coun
try-, for genills, eruciition, lnilitaT)' pro\\Jefs, or an}" ofthofe 
accolnplifllnlellts \\~hicI1 ilnprove or embellitb hUlllall na
ture:. \\~hen to this it is added, that fince my conling to 
Alnerica at a.l aU\9arlced periocl of lite, the friendfhip of 
nl~' COlllltT)·nlell llas been as nluch ab0\ge nl}· expeaation 
as (lef~rt, I hOlle ever~· reader \\·ill cOllfiJer \\,hat is no\v to 
be offered as the di'cd not only of unfeigneJ gc J will, but 
cf the nlofi arllellt afle~lion. 

It h,\s gi \gell me 110 litt!e uneafi,1efs to 11e~r the \\90rd 

Sc::Juh ul~d as:l term of rcpioach in the American contro
\"eriy, which cou!J only be llpon the fuppofttion thlt finn
gers of that country are more uni·:~:·t:llly oppofcd to tbe 
libertie~ of ~\lllerica th~ll tllO!~ \\,:10 \rCIC born ill Soutll .. 
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Britain, or in Ireland. I am fellfil,Je th3t this hlS lletn 
done in fonle ne\\"s-p3pers anci contemptibie anOll)-rnCUs 
publications, in a nlanller tll:tt \,'as neith~r \\"3mntt(1 by 
trllth~ nor (liClate<1 b~'" pr!ldCllce. There are 11l3nj- nati''"t:s 
of Scotland in this country .. wbofe Oppofilion :~ the unjufl 
claillls of Great-Britain has been as early alld tlnilornl, 
fountled llporl as rational ant} liberal prillcipIes~ aocl tJ:ere ... 
fore Jik~ly to be as J~!iillg, as th3t of any ret of men \\"hat ... 
c\~er. 1\S to Great-Britain itfelf, time has no\v fully dii
covered, that the real frielllJs of,\n1erica in al1~" part of th;! 
kingdom were very fen-, and thofe Wilde friendfhip \\'33 

rlitiilterefled, and in no tlegree o\ving to th~ir O\\'n politi
cal la~liullS) fiill fe\\·er. ~rhe ,\"il~ anti ,·alual)}c: part of 
the nation ,\~ere, an{) as }'et are, in a great rneafure igno
rallt of the ftate of things in th:s CO!!l~try; lleither is it 
eat'}: for the bulk of a people to fhake ofr their prejud;("t;s, 
antI open their eyes llpon the great principles of' univerfal 
liberlY. It is therefore at leafi \:ery difpllt:lb!e, \vhether 
there is any jllfi ground for the diflinCtion bet\Veell Scots 
anLI vlglifh on this fubjefi at all. 

"fhis dlfpute, however, I do not mean to enter Gpon, 
bccaule it is of too -little moment to find a place her~f 
but fuppofing th~t, in fome pro\'inces efpecialJy, the na
tives of Scotland have been too much inclined to fup
port tIle ufurpatiolls of the parent flate, I \\"ill firfl ell
deavour to accorant for it, by atUgn:ng fome of its proba
ble caufes; allt! the)l oller a ft\\" cotlfiderations \,"hich 
fhould induce theln to wipe off the: afperfion entirely, by 
a COlltrary con(juCt. 

As to the firfi: of there .. I will mention what I fuppofe 
to have been the firft and radical caufe, and which gave 
birtll to every otller~ of tIle difaffeclion of JanIe of the 11a-., . 
ti\'es of Scotland ~o the jllfi pri\'ile~es of America. '\~hat 
I have in view was the friends of-libertr in many places of 
.l\(llerica, takiilg tIle part ot~ and feen1ing to confider 
tilelllfcives as in a great Illeafure ellgage(1 ill the fame cau Ie 
with, that very diitinguilhed perron, John \\·tlkes F.itl. 
of I ... ()l'ltlon. "I~:lis \\"as dOlle not 0111" in t'1an,· \\'riling!: 

." - "-

and lle\\'s'plper (l!ilertatioll~, l)llt olle Of :'..~.t; tolol1ies, in 
Jome of their mcii r~fpeaable meetings, maniJdleu their 
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~::J.r.h~~n! :0 him, :t~j ~:: _"l.~\l ,~ ~vnfi~J(r h~ln :as their 
! ...... I ,- ..... , -h ,~- fi 
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Il·.t,l: '...:r 0. :l \\"O~.:l~'~ i~l!l~r~ \, .. .i.S r':j~"te\.i -li~( C\:t.~"''-I, 
· 1 f -, 1')' I ,. r 'r. h Il\'" !~)~ nl,)f .1:1" .. '!l~. r:\..:~u ODS -l1_~1 .. IOI1S to It, t~!rOt ~ eve-

rj. p.,:'"t of the ~o:::!:ry·, ~nJ :l}' nl;;&ny who cc~lJ ilot tdl 
\\";l .. \i \\"~S li":llilic~l h\ :!l~ tt.'rill. , .. 

I~ '·";'1 nf"r ~ I·- ... ,. ... • .. 'T~r'· to ':1'· m";, .. ··" en t~- p ..... ·.l .... 'c· , '''' . " ,,~ . -\,.. \. .... " . . ... -.. .,.. -. ... .. ..... ~ ". ,. ~ . .. ,.. . .. 
of ft:c~ canJud. he~.H.t:: I fuppole tho~e who ~I()('ded 

'\~;~l. 's'$ I'loh ..... ,~tl.., n-l11 .. Io\\'n the p""lrl;~'~f"'l" h"·"I':. cr ........ ,- .:.. ,. v ........ ,,' !.;.. ... \.. ... , , __ ,'~_. , ...... ,--,,,4 '-, 

t!l .. it ~:,~r~ \\'i?-l:J\.1 b: ill!~.rr,-.. tt;ollS all o\·cr the kiJ1g(!om in 
b:;~:.t!t o( .\!ner~cJ, ar~ h~" this ti'11t! full)' Jatisfie~1 of th~ir 
nli:l:~~, It a;)~Jr~ l)C\\· in lh~ cleareR mann~r .. that, t:!l . ... ~ 

,·er:" J .. t~~·~~·~ t!!o~~ ,,'h~ l~einf!~J to t,tke the p3rt ~f _-\mer:::a 
in the Britith P~r!:~meat" nc\"er did it on ..Ameri~;ul prin. 
ci:)J~:;- ·r!~e\" ei!!lL'r ,Ii"i ilat ullll~rll~nd, or \,"ere not \,~iJI
ing to atlmi~: the extent of our claim. E'ien the great 
L~rJ (:!l~ltll~nl 's b~)1 for recollciliation \,'"ou}"l not ha,-e 
been acc~pted her~:l and did not materially diJl' ~ .. from 
\\"h~lt th~ 'nltll~lry \\-ollill h:t\~e conrentC!cl to. Tn: truth 
i~, th~ far gr~at~:t 113rt of the COulltenance g~\"en in Bn· 
t;ltn to the complaint~ of th~s country, \Vas by thole who 
hld no other intention in it than to u!e thenl as an engine 
Dr opp~!i~iQn to the miniUry for the time being. It is 
true, IOal\! of t!lem have nm\~ learned to reafon \~ery jufi. 
Iy, and upon the mon liberal princip!es; but their num. 
h~r is not great, and it was not the caf, ::-:::1 ~ny one 
fl)~aker or writer, whof~ works I ha\"'e hld the oppor .. 
tunit\r of perufing, tiU th= \pery Ian fiage of the quarrel. 

\\:--nat efl~a this ""'ilkifm (if I may 1peak fo) of many 
A!llericJI1S, Ina}' be lurpofed to Ila\'C flat} upon the minds 
of gel1!l~m~n from Sc~tland, it is at" ~ difficult to explain. 
T!l:lt ~cntlemln an~! his :lfflXiates thOllght proper to found 
the whol(! of their oppoliuGil to the then miniJiry, upon a 
CJtltellll~t ~Il(l hatre(l of the S~('ts naticl1; and O}" the molt 
iII:~crJl lnetll~ls, an,! tIle moil fcan(lalous falJelloo<ts, to 
air Pp a nation~\l jca)ouly b .. tween the northern and fout~ 
e:-:l ~l!"ts l1f t!!e i11311,1. FI'11ere \\·as not a \~ile term or hate .. 

• 
f':l illea, ,\"hi~!l ~111ciellt \9illg4r al1it11ofity had e\~er ufed, 
tho~!;I ... long un:01l hJd m:ltie them fcarcely intelligible. 
l~"h;ch h~ .li\.l n(l: rake Hp and attempt to bring into ere .. 

\ - 1·' (~ <'1.. ~i, J 
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dit, by writing and converiation. The confequence or 
this is \vell known. 'Vilkes and rome others were burnt 
in effigy in Scoti.lnd, and it produced fo general an at
tachment to tbe king and miniftiy, as haS not yet fpent 
its force. III thefe circunlflances is it to be \\-oI1dered at, 
that mallY \\~'lO left Scotland \\~ithill the Iaft fifteen )·ears, 
\~·hen they helfli \"-iikes ao<l thofe "who ~dhered to hilT1, 

~ 

extolled and celebrated by the tons of libert}T, ihou1d be 
apt to confiller it as all evidence of the fame fpirit, and 
that they were engaged in fupport of the fame caufe. 
Perhaps we may go a little higher with this remark in tra
cing political appearances to tht:ir fouree. It is general. 
ly raid tllat tIle Killg himielf has (lifcovered a violent ran
corous perianal hatrecl ag:tinfi ttle ,Anlericalls. 1 f tllis be 
true, and I know nothing to the contrary, it may be eafi1y 
accounted jor upon tIle very' fame principles. 

I anl far fronl iuppofing t!lat this was a ~ood r~afon 
for any mall's l'fil1g cooi to the American caufe~ \\"hich 
was as different from that of 'Vilkes, as light is from 
darknefs. It was indeed doing great difllOHor to the no
ble ftruggle, to fuppofe it to h~ve any connexion with 
WllO fholll<.1 be in or out of COlIrt-favor at London; and 
therefore it \vas al\vays nlY opinion, that tllofe who railed 
againft the king and miniflry only, did not carry the argu
nlent home, nor full] u11derflan~1 the nature of their own 
plea. In order to jufiify the American oppofition, it is 
not necelfal)' to !hew that tile perfulls in po\ver have inva. 
ded liberty in Britain; it is fufficient to fay th~t they, 
with the concurrellce of the \\'hole nation, Ilave refufed to 
iufler it to COiltillue ill the Colollies.-TI1is lea()s me to 
the fecvnd part of my defign .. which was to lay before you 
the reafons which, I think, fuould induce every lover of 
juilice al1(1 of tnankin<l, not on!y to be a \\-ell-\\lifher, but 
a firm a.nd fiedfat1 frie~d to ... ~mei"ica, in this important 
contefi. 

It hlS been otten raid, that the prefent is likely to be an 
important a!ra to America. I think we may fay much 
more; it is likely to be an important cera in the hinory oi 
Inankind. In the ancient migrations, a new country was 
generally rettled by a fmallullcoaneCted, and often an ig-
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nOTant band. The people and the foil were alike uncut. 
tivated, and therefore they proceeded to improvement by 
very flo\\' degrees; nay, many of them fell back and de
generated into a fiate vafily more favage than the people 
fi·onl \VllenCe tlley came. In America ,ve: fee a rich and 
,'aluable foil and an extenfiv~ country, taken polieffion of 
by the power, the learning, and the wealth of Europe. 
For this reafon it is now exhibiting to the \vorld a fcene 
,,,hich was never ft:en before. It has had a progrefs in 
improvement and population fo rapid as no political cal. 
culators have been able tn afcertain. I look upon every 
thing that has been faid upon this fubjea to be mere con. 
jeCture, except in fuch places as there has been an aCtual 
numeration. '\Then men fay that AOlerica doubles its -number in fifteen, twenty, or twenty-five years, lhey 
fpeak by gue1s~ and they fay nothing. In l'Ome phces 
tnat may be under or over the truth; but there are vaR: 
traCts of land that fill every year with inhabitants, and yet 
the old fettled places nill continue to increafe. 

It is proper to obferve that the Britifh fettlements have 
been improved in a proportioll far beyoIld the fettlements 
of other Eurol)ean nations. To what call this be afcri. 
bed? Not to tIle climate; for they are of all climates: 
Not to the people; for they are a mixture of all nations. 
It muft therefGre be refolvc::d fingly in~o the degree ofBri. 
tifh libert}· whicll tht:y brollght froin home, and which 
per\7aded more or lefs their It:veral cor .. fiitutions. It has 
beell repeated to liS, I k:'10W not ho\v often, by the merce. 
Jlary fhort-fighte<.l writers in fa\'or of t'ubmiffioll to, or re .. 
union with, Great-Britain, that we have thriven very 
illuch in pall: time~ by Ollr depel1(1allCe 011 the lnother 
COllotr}', alld therefore \ve filouIll be lotll to part. Theie 
\vriters forget that the very complaint is, tl1at (he will not 
fufler us to enjoy our ancient rights. Can any pan ex. 
IJerience fhe\v tl1at \ve iliall thrive llnder new in1pofitions ? 
I fhould be glad any fuch rea[oners would attempt to pro\~e 
that we have thriven by our dependance, and not by the 
degree of independence which we have hitherto enjoyed. 
If we have thriven by our dependance, I concehoe it is a 
Jtecdfary confequence that thofe provinct~ mull hal'G 



thri"en moll which h~.\'e heen moil dependant. But the 
contrary is felf-evident. 'I'hoie ,..-hich han: hitherto en
jo}'ed the freefi form of go\rernment, t)lougll greatl)' infe
ric·r in toil and climate, ha\'e J·et out- firipI)etl tIle oli1crs 
in nunlber of peop1e and \"aluc of land, Illt:rel)? becaufe 
the Jaft \\"ere more: un~ler the influenc\.! of 'lPI)ointnleI1t~ 
and atltll0ritv from home. 

~ 

1\l"llen tllis is tIle llncleniable nate of tl1illgS, can any 
perfcn of a liberal mill,l '\'iih that tlleft.: great atl·j gro\\r .. 
ing COul1tries fllonI(] be brollg11t 11ac~ to a tlatt~ of ftll1jec
tion to a (iiftatlt PO\'ltf ? ~~f1tl call an)· maTI (leIl}:', tllat 
if they Ila(l yieJele{l to tl1e cI~!iJl}S of t},e Britilll parlian1ent; 
tlley \\~ould }la\le beell no better tllall a I)arct;] of tril1l1tary 
fiates, ruled 11)' lor(ll~' t):ratlts, utld exl1atlflt(ll1Y tlnfc:tlillg 
pellfiollers, lln(ler the COl11Illi;-IlC'11 of one teo !liital1t to 
hear tl1e cry of oppreflion, ar.d furrounde(l l)}:" tllofe \\~h3 
had an interet1 in decei,ying i,illl. Jt Ollg!lt tllerefore, in 
~}~ opinion, to me~t \vitl) tIle corc.lial approbation of e'ie .. 
Tj" illll)artial perioll, as I all, confidellt it ,rill of pofierity, 
that they ha\1e uniterl for COinnlon clelellce, allcl refolvecl 
that they will be both free anti indepeildtnt, becaufe they 
cannot be the Olle ,\~ithout tIle otl1er • 

.t\s this meafure, long furefeell, 11as no\,,· taken place, l 
fuall beg leave to fay a few things upon it; in which I 
mean to fho,\~, I. rl~hat it ,,'as necefrarv. 2. Tllat it will . ~ 

be hOll0rable apcl profitable. .l\11CI 3. rrllat, in all proba-
bility, it will be no injury, but a real advantage, to the 
ifiancl of Great-Britain. 

I. It hacl become abfollltely l1eceIfary. All reconcilia. 
tiOll, but tlpOn tIle footillg of abJollltc l111COl)(litional fub. 
miffiotl, hacl been l)ofitively refllfed b}7 Great-BritaiIl; 
l.lnlefs, therefore, the colonies 11ad reiolvell to COllti!lUe in 
a Ioofc an(l broken fta:e~ \vit!1 tIle Ilall)e of a goverllnlent 
which they had taken arms to oppore, the fiep which they 
have no\\' taken coulel 110t 11:l\re beell av()icletl. Bt:fi(les, 
tIlings had procec(lell fo far, all<.l fuell 111Caftlrcs hall been 
taken on hoth fides, that it h'H1 become impofIible to lay 
{IO\Vtl a fchenle l)v ~,vhicl1 Ii.'e'v 111~1l1(1 t)e ft.lre of Ollr (leo, ell-

.I ."" 

(lance, all{] ~ve, at tl1e 1~\111e tinl~\, tecurccl in our lil")ertie~. 
\VhiIe things continued in their ancit'nt n~\te) there was 
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perhlps a p~\\'er on the part,o! each, of w!1i~h tb-cy were 
hardl\' confclOus, or were atraHl aad Ul1\nlhn~ to exert. 
But ~iter the encro~ci1 tnt'Hts had been made and refined, 
to exped any thing dfe than a continual attempt to ex
tend authority on the one han(1. a!!u to guard againfi it on 
the other, is to diicovcr very little kno\\'led~e of human 
n, .. ture. In fuch a fituation, th(\ll~h ever\' claim of Ame. 
rica IhOllld be vidtled, {he would' foon b~ either in a ftate 

J 

of cO!ltillual cO!1fufio!1" or :tl1folute ftl\)n11fiion. TIle king 
o:'England, living in his Englifh dominions. would not. 
and illtleed (lurfi 110tc; afrent to any" act of an .l\nlerican le
~ifbture. that was. or was fuppofed to be, hurtful to his 
EngEfh fubjetls. This is not founded on conje8ure, but 
experience. There is not (at leaH (~e~n Swift affirms it) 
auy d~pendance of Irdanll upon England, e:,cept an 
aa of the Irifh parliament, that the king cf England fl1aU 
be king of lrc::land. Tllis 1aft 113S a fe11arate inilepe!1tlent 
]egiflatuf(!, and in every thing elle but t he above circum
!lance teems to be perfealy free; yet if any man fhould 
a{fert, that the one kingdom is not truly fuhjea to the 
otller, l1e \tloultl it) m}7 Opillion kllO\\? \'er)' little of tIle 
flate at1d hiflor}Y of eitller. 

2. A [tate of independenc)T \\,.jll be both 11onoral)]e an(} 
profitable to this country. I pars over many 3dvanta~'es 
ill tIle \\Tay of commerce, -as \vell as in other refpefts, 
tllat mu[t necc:[aril:f aCCflle fron1 it, tllat I rna}' d,\"ell a 
little on the great al1(\ leadillg l1e11efit, \vhicll is tIle foun
(lation of all tllt~ refi. "r e iliall Ilave the opportunit!r of 
forillillg plal1s of governnlent lIpan tIle Inofi rational, jult, 
and equal principles. I confers I have a1ways looked up-
011 this \vitll a kil1(1 of p.ntlllliiaflic fatisfaB:ion. The cafe 
l1eVer 11a})})tl1ecl before illlce tIle ,\:-orld 11egan. All the 
goverllnle11ts \\'e IlJve rea(] of i!l [orlner ages \vcre fettle(1 
l)y· cal)rice or ace illetlt . by tIle infl neIlce of prc\'ail i Ilg I)art iest 
or partic~!lar perfons, or prefcribed by a conqueror. 1m .. 
l)ortan~ iln!)rOVemellts incieecl 11ave been forced upon [orr,e 
confiitutiollS by the fpirit of daring men, fllpported by 
rllCC~isf~11 iIli'urretti()11S. Bllt to fee goverl1nlellt in large 
all\.l i)011tl10l1S COUl1t! ies fettle(l from its fOllll(lation, 11,' (le .. 
lilx:rate counfd, and direCted immediately to the public 
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good of the prefent and future generations, while the pe"" 
pIe ar~ waiting for the decifion with full confidence in the 
wifdom and ilnpartiaJity ofthofe to whom they have com
Illitted the jtllportallt trull, is certainl}' altogether new. 
We learn indeed from hifiory~ that fmall tribes and feeble 
new fettlenlents, did iOlnetimes employ one man of emi
nent wii(lom~ to prepare a ~vtiem oflaws for thenl. Even 
this was a \vife; me~\rure, and attended \vitll happ}· efl'ecls. 
But how vall tile difference .. \\'Ilen \ve have the e:~peri
ence of all pail: ages .. the hinory of hUlnatl fociety, alld 
the \vell known cauJes of profperity and mifery in other 
governments, to affifl us in the choice. 

The profpeCl: of this happy circumfiance, and the pot 
fibility of lofing it, and fuffering the feafon to pafs over, 
has iiJJed me with an.xiety for fome time. So far as we 
have hitherto proceeded, there has been great unallimity 
and public fpirit. The inhabitants of every province, 
and perfons of all dellominations, ha\-e vied with each 
other in zeal for the cOlnrnon illterefi. But \\~as it not to 
be feared that fome men would acquire over-bearing influ
ence? that htlman weaknefs and human paffions \\?ould 
difcover themfelves, and prevent the finiflling of what 
had been fo happily begun. In the time of the civil wars 
in England, had they fettled a regular form of gover~
ment as foon as the parliament had obtailled an evident 
fuperiority, their liberties would never have been ihaken, 
and the revolution would have been unneceffary. But by 
delaying the thing too long, they were broken into parties, 
and bewi1uered in their vie\\:s, al1d at lail tamely fubmit. 
ted \vithout rertfial1ce to tllat very tyranny againft which 
they had fougllt witll fo nluc}l glory llld fuccers. For 
this reafon I think that every candicl atld liberal mind 
ought to rejoice in the meafures lately takell through the 
States of America, and particularly the late declaration 
of in(lepenclence, as It will not only ~ive union and force 
to the meafures of defence while they are neceffary, but 
lay a foundation for tIle birtll cf millions, a11(1 the future 
improvt..;ment of a great part or tIle globe. 

I have only further to obfcrve, 3. l'hat I am confident 
the iqdependen~e of America W 111, in tpe end, be to the 
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real advantage of the illand of Great Britain. 'Vere this 
evell other\\·ile, it \\!"ould be a \\~eak arg!.lrncnt againfl the 
claim of jutlice. 'Vhy OlouM the ie:curity or profpc:rity 
of this v3it country be jacrificed to the fllppoft:d illtert:ll 
of an inconfiJerable fpo~? But I callilot bt:li~vc: that tile 
mifery and iubjetlion ot any country 011 earth, is necer. 
fary to the happinefs of another. Blind partiality and 
feU:intereU may reprefeut it in this light hut the opinion 
is. delllfive, the fuppofition is falre. T·"le fuccets all(} in. 
creafe of one nation is, or may he, a benefit to e"'ery other. 
It is fdd(\m, indeed, that a people in general can receh'e 
and adopt there generous fen~iments, they are neverthe. 
lefs pcrtetl:ly jufi. It is indufiry only, and not JXiffeffions., 
tllat n~akes the flrength and \\'e~llth of a nation; alld this 
is not llinclered bllt encouraged, provoked, alld rewarded 
by the intiutlry of others. 4' 

But to leave the general principle, or rather to apply it 
to the cafe of Great Britain and America: \Vhat profit 
Ilas tIle former hitherto received from the latter? and 
what can it reafonably expeCt for the future? Only its 
trade, and fuch part of that trade as tends to encourage 
t.~e induftry and i11creafe the number of the illhabitants 
of that ifland. It will be raid, they intend to raife " large, 
clear, net revenue upon us, by taxatioll. It has been 
fhewn by .nany, that all the taxes which they could raife 
\\iould OIlly ferve to feed the infatiable (lefire of \vealth in 
placeInen and penfioners, to increafe the influence of tIle 
crown, and the corruption of the people. It y"as by tIle 
acquijition of nUlnerous provinces that Rome haflened to 
its ruin. But even fuppofing it otherwife, and that with. 
out any bad confequence anl0ng themfelves, they were to 
acquire t'. great a(l(lition to their yearly revenue, for every 
fuiiling they gained by taxes, they would 10le ten in the 
\vay of ~ra(le. For a trifling addition to the fums of pub
lic money to be applied 01' wafted by miniflers of flate, 
they ,voulrl lo[~ ten times tIle quantity diftributed among 
ufeful manufaCturers, the firength and glory of a fiate. I 
think this has been fometimes compared to the difference 

'. iee David IluD1C'S Etfa}- on th~ jcaloufy of tr'lde. 



bet\\-een draughts of fpiritlAol1s liquors to in!oxicate th~ 
heat) or ,ve"kell tile floillach, antI cool rc:frc:!lling fOolI to 
give iOlludnt:!s, hc:alth and vieor to en;ry memt::r of the 
hexl" • -rl'lle tralie, tJle!l, of .£\ meric:!" as fCOtl 35 re:~ce is fett!t~l, 
will b:! :lS 0r~:!11 to t:l\!nl ,1S e\~er. But it \;·iil be fa:,!, tlley 
have now an c:xcluli\-c: trade, they wiH then but flure it 
with other Ilatiol1s. I al1f\r~r, an c~~cJi;fi\"e trad~ is no, 
eafily l)ret~r\·e~l, allel \\ Ilell it is pT~-!erve(l, the Tefl ritlion is 
cOlllmoll)\" Illore ;lurtflll tflall uiefuI. 1'ra(1c: is of a nice and 
delicate n"utnre ; ii: is founded upon intereft. It will force 
its \va}" \"hert\'er interefi 1f:;t(ls, ~lnd can h;!r(l!~~ b!- an}- art 
be malIc to bO ill 311ot:ler tliretliol1. The Sp~niar\:ls h:l\"e all 

eXC)llfi\"e tratlc, as f:lr as t!1t!}" plt:afe to cOllilne it, to the:r 
own pl,ultat:~'l!s .. Do they reap much benefit frvm it? I 
belie\-e not. Has it mc:.ue their own people more indufiri
ous at hOi11e? Jtl!l t!le contrary. Does it, i!l the natl1f31 
~ourt~ oftllings, nl~!ke a people It:!s car'-!ful to \\"ork as \\~el!, 
ancl as clle~~i) a:; others, to Ilfocllre VO]l!ll~ar}~ l)tlrchai~rs, 
\Vller~ the)- kll0\V tl1ey call 1elld their ~c(){ls to thore \rho 
are obli6ed to take th~nl ? Doe's it not both tempt and en
able great merchants in the capital, to import from other 
nations \\~hat tl!e}? C:1n eXI~ort tn fuch a for~ed market, to 
Rclvalltage? B}r tllis meallS a conficlerable profit rna}" come 
into tb: coffers of a few plrt:culars, while no effential fer
vice is (lone tb the people, iln(l tl1e llitilllate profit is car· 
rie(} to tllat COutl!r):- ,\'here tl:e goods are procillced or £~-
br:c~ted. It has bec!~ rep~atedly faid by political writers 
in Eng:~nd, that the balance oftrade is againfl that coun· 
try t.) c,~er)' !)~tiorl, except!ng Portu~a1 ~I"!(l their O\\Pll 

pl~ntatinr1~. I \\':il ri~t all!\\'Cr for tIle trllt!l or llni\·>er. 
falit~ .. fer this aiT~rt!on, btlt if it is trllC ill lfl\r meafllre, I 

• J 

win venture to ~~mrm upon the principles of general rea-
ton, th:!t the clai~ which produces it, is no other than the 
exdlllive trade they h~n~e hilh..xto enjoytu to th\! Ameri
can f~~tlt!nlr;lltS. 

But th<! circnmfbnce ,~·hich I apprehend will contri ... 
bllte Inoll to tile i!'lter~it of Great Britaitl in .:\.mer;C,'!11 In
d~·p~n:.lcnce is, i~:; inflJence in peoplin~ and enrichillg 
tlli:; ~r.=i\t cont;nent.. It \';:il c~rt:l:nJy t~nd to rnlk~ the 
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American States numerous, powtrful, and opuler;t) to. 
degree not eafily (oneeh-ed. rrhe gr:at and pen~tratinl 
l\lootefquieu, in his Spirit of Laws, baa fhewn in the 
deatell manner, that nothing contributes fo much to the 
profperity of a people, as the ,late of fociety among them, 
and the iorm of their government. A free govem.ment 
overcomes every obllacle, makes a defart a fruitful field, 
and fills a bleak and barren country with all the conveni. 
encies of life. If fo, what mufr be the operation of this 
powerful caure upon countries enjoying in the higheR de
gree every advantage that can be derived from fituation, 
climate, and foil? H the trade of America has hitherto 
been of Co great benefit to England, how much more va
luable may it be when there countries {hall be frill more 
highly improved, if fhe fhan continue to enjoy it ? This 
argument is liable to no objeaion but what o:ay ariie from 
\he l.)fs of an exclufive trade, which I have already con
fidered. It may be added, however, that there is not no\y 
nor ever has beell, any averfion in the Americans to the 
people of Great Britain, fo that the} may be fure of our 
trade if they treat us as \vell as others, and if otherwif~, 
they do not (leferve iti 

i might il!uilrate the argument bl fiating the probable 
confequences of a contrary fuppofition. If Great Britain 
fhould prevaii, or overcome the Anle;~;c~n States, and 
eflablifh viceroys with abfolute authority j n every province; 
all me~ of fpirit and lovers of freedom would certainly 
withdraw themfc:lves to a comer, if fuch could be found, 
ont of the reach of tyranny and oppreffion. The numbers 
of the people at any rate would fenfibly decreafe. their 
wealth \"ould be fpeedily exhaufted, and there would re
main only a nominal authority over a defolate country, in 
return for a vall expenee laid out in the conquefl, and in 
place of a great anti profitable trade, by which both nations 
were made happy. One of the argoments, if they may be 
t~llc,.l ia, m~(le ufe of agail1fi: this country, and on which 
all obligation tQ obe~lience has been fOllllded, is taken from 
the expence tiley llave been at in blood an(l treafure for 
our proteaioo in former wars.. This argument has been 
often ~.nfwcred in the fullefi manner, but if they 1hall 

\ · 01. I i I. J-I 
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continue to urge it, how fea,-ful to tllink' of the obligations 
we fhall be under, after this \\·ar is finiflled? Pfhen fhall 
"e o\\"e them all the fUJ11S \\·hich they iliall ha\ge laid out in 
rUbdlting us, and all that \\'e llavc i'peot in attempting to 
prevent it; all the blood which tht:y {hall have {hed in at
tatking us, and ~11 that \\'e iliall ha\'e fpilt in our own de
fence. rfhere is unqueftionably a lors to Great Britain 
by the one tide of the account as wdl as the other; and 
jt tel1tlS to 111ow, ill tIle cleareR Inanner, the unfpeakabJe 
folly, as well as gr~at injufiice of the promoters of this 
war. 

Th us I Ilave tlated to you, thOLlgh very briefly, the pri n
dples on which I think the American caufe ought to be 
pleaded, and on which 3t ought to be cfpoufed and fupport
~d, by every lover of juflice and of mankind. But though 
~he general plea in jufiice \\·ere lefs clear than it is, there is 
a light in which the condutlof the opporers of it has al
ways appeared -to me llnreafonable and -ungenerous to the 
higheR degree. That refinance to Great Britain has been 
determined on, in the moft refolute manner, through all 
the colonies, by ~ vafl majority, is not only certain, but un. 
deniable. In the beginning of the conlroverfy, fome wri
ters, witll all implldence bardl}1 to be paralleled, called the 
faa in queltion, at:tempted to deceive the people in this 
countr)T, atld t:ffeftuall)' deceive(l tIle people of En
gland, by making them .believe that it was only a few fac
tiOllS all<.l violen~ Illen tllat had engaged ill the contefi. It 
is Ilot very long fillce a writer 11,\d the courage to affert, 
-that" nit!e tenthsof the peopleofPennfylvania were againft 
independence." The falfllood of fuch mifreprefentations is 
no\v manifcfi, and incleed was probabl}1 kllOWfi froln the 
begiIll1ing by thole \\tho (lefirecl to have them believed. 
Tal{il1g tllis for grallteu, theIl, for an incollfiderable Inino
rity, \Vlletl1er na.tives or !lrangers, to ret tllelnfel~?es ill O})

pofition to tIle Plll)lic cOtlncils is COlltrary to reafon and juf. 
tice, u11l1 e\'ell to the very firfi l)ritlci})les of tIle fociallife. 

If tl1t!re is any l)riI1Clple thclt \vas 11ever controverted 
UpOll the l()cialllllion, it is, tl1at as a l10dy, every fociety 
~lllln he determined by the plurality. 'fhere was a time 
when it was not only Jufi and confillent, but neceiTary, 
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that every one fhooJd fpeak his mind freely and fully of 
the: neceffity or expetliency of refilling the authority of 
Great Britain. Rllt that time is over long ago. The 
meafure3 being refolved llpon, Clod the conftiB: begun, one 
who is barely neuter can tcarce be forgiven; afc:cret plod .. 
ding enemy mufl: be confidered as a traitor. Every per
ron \yho continued among us after the decifi\7e refolutions 
formed by all the colonies, ought to be confidered as 
pledging h:s faith and honor to affift in the common caufe. 
Let me u'y to illun rate it by a fimilar cafe. Suppofe that 
a fhip at fea fprings a leak, which expofes the whole com
pany to the mofi imminent danger of perilhing. Suppofe 
a council is calle(l of all the r-aeifons on board, to determine 
what port th~y fhall endeavor to gain. Then it is not 
0111y the right bllt the duty of every one to fpeak his own 
judgment, and to prefs it upon others by every argument 
in his po\ver. Suppofe a great majority determines to 
pufh for a certain place, and to go to the pump by turns 
every quarter of an hour; but that two, or three, or one, 
if you pleafe, is of opinion that they 1hould have gone 
another courfe, becaufe of the \Vitld, current, or any other 
circumfiance, and that it would be beft to change hands 
at the pump' only every halfhour. All this is well. But 
if after the lletermination, this fame gentleman, becaufe 
his advice waS not follo\ved, 1hould refufe to pUlnp at ail, 
fhould fli!y alter the filip's courfe, or deaden her' way by 
every means in his power, or even 1houid only by coo
tinual compiaints and defpondent fears, difcourage others, 
on \1Jhofe activity the common fafety depended, I defire to 
knovi \\1hat treatillent lle woulcl receive or deferve ? With. 
out cloubt he \\lould be tllrO\Vn over board in lefs time 
thatl I have takerl to fl:ate the cafe. I am not able to 
perceive the leafl: difference bet\veen this fUP1)ofition and 
what ~akes place in Aillerica at the l)refent time. 

If this argument is jufl with refpeCt to every inhabitant 
of the country, it ought to have fome additional weight 
\vith thore \Vll0 are not natives, and \Vllo!e refi<.lence is not 
certain or has not l1eell long. Ffhere is a great (legree ot
indecency in fpch taking any part againfl what the rna. 
jority of the inhabitants think to be their interell: aud that 
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of their country. Were they even wrong, their millake 
fhouid be lamented, not refilled ; on the contrary, it would 
be the part both of generofity and juftice to fupport them 
efFe8.ually in a conteR which wifdom wouJd have de· 
elined. We fee indeed, every day, melancholy infiances 
()f a bafe and feHifh temper operating diJferent ways. 
};Iany when they do not obtain that rank and honor which 
their pride and partiality think their due, or if their ad. 
vice is not followed, immediately renounce the fervice of 
their country" and it may go to defirutlion for them. In 
oppofition .to this, let me recommend the example of the 
illufirious Fabius of Rome. He had given firia orders to 
all his officers not to engage the enemy, btlt to keep at a 
diflance. Unluckily his lieutenant-general, by his own 
rafhnefs, got entangled with a part of the army under his 
command, and \vas engaged. Fabius, preferring his coun. 
try's good to fame, rivalfhip, and fafety, came imrnedi
ately to his fupport with all expedition, and thereby 
gained a glorious anq complete victory. 

I hope you will take ill good part the above reflec. 
tions, which I think contain nothing that is "lrulent or 
indecent againft any ~an OF body of men. l'hey are 
the effects of judgment and conviCl:ion. The author, as 
is probably known to many of you, has been perfonalIy 
abufed in news-papers at home, for the part he was fup. 
pofed to have taken in the American ca1.-le, which was 
In fome degree irldeed the motive to thi.s adclrefs. ·He 
hopes that ail honefi and faitllful fupport of liberty and 
equal government in this part of the world, wi1l be no 
juft reproach to his charaCter, either as a fcholar, a mini. 
fier, or a Chriftian; and. that it is perfeflly confifient 
with an undiminillied regard for the ~ountry which gave 
him birth. 

The abQve is fubmitted. to your candid perpfal, by, 
Gentlemen, 

Y·our fincere friend, and 
Obedient humble fervant, 

The -!\~TTHO~. 
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DEI~I\:-ERED AT A PUBLIC THAN~SGIVING 

AFTER PEACE. 
-

SERMON 45 • 

••• 

PSALM iii. 8. 

Sal",ation belongtth unto the Lord. 

My BRETHREN, 

W E are met together in obedience to public authori. 
ty, to keep a day of folemn thankfgiving to God, 

for the gcodnefs of his providence to the United States of 
America, in the courfe ofa war \vhich has DO\V laRed feven 
years, with a powerful and formidable nation. · We are 
particularly called upon to give thanks for the fignal fue. 
ce[es with which it hath pleafed him to bIers our arms and 
thofe of our allie-s, in the courfe of the laft year" and the 
campaign whirh is now drawing to a clofe. I need fay 
nothing of tqe importance of the great contefi: in wh;ch 
we have been fo long engaged or the interefiing alternative 
which depends upon the iifue, as there feem to have been 
felt in the fullefr nlanner by all ranks in this country 
from the beginning. The language even of the common 
people will convince every man of refleCtion that they are 
univerfally fenfible how much is at flake. My proper 
bufinefs therefore is to engage every pious hearer to adore 
the providence of God in general, to offer with fincerity 



ana gratitude the facrifice of praife for his many mercies, 
and to make ~ wife and juft improvement of the prefeu$= 
prOtni1ing fituation of public anairs. 

IVlany who DC- v he:tr me are witnefius, that it has never 
been nly praCtic, for realons which appear to me to be 
good, to ifltcrmix IJ~ ~;tics with the ordinary fen'ice of the 
fanEtuary, on the week!y returns of the chrifiian fabbath, 
further than fervent fupp1ications to the Throne of Grace 
for divine direCtion to the public couniels, and affifiance to 
thofe who are employed in the public fervice. But on 
days of this kind it becomes part of a minifier's duty to di. 
rea the attention of the hearers to events of a public na.· 
ture. This you know I did \vith great concern and at 
confiderable length fix years ago on a public Fan Day. I 

. would therefore willingly in this more advanced period, 
take a \?iew of what is paft, anc.1 ~udeavor to diree\: you in 
what remains, of your duty to God, to your country, and 
to yourfe1ves. 

For this purpofe I have chofen the words of the Pfal
min David now read; which are part of a pfalm generally 
thougllt to llave been compared by the royal author before 
the war ,\lith Abfalom his Ullnatura! fon, was wllolly fillifh
ed, but \vhen he had fuch pre[,iges of fuccefs as made him 
fpeak ~the language of faitIl and confidence. "I laid 
" me (}O\Vl1 and flept: I a\vaked, for the Lor<.l fufiained 
"me. I will not be afrai<.i of ten thosfands of people that 
" have fet themfelves agaillfl me round about. Arire 0 
" Lord, rave me, 0 my God; for thou haft fmitten all 
.' mine enemies upon the cheek-bone: thou haft broken 
" tIle teeth of tIle ullgodly. Salvation belongeth unto the 
" Lord; thy bleIling is upon thy people. Selah." 

In difcourfing upon this fubjeet, I propofe, through the 
. affifiance of divine grace, 

I. To explain and nate the proper meaning of this ex· 
preffion or 1entiment of the infpired pfalmifi, " falvation 
'w belongeth tlnto the Lord." 

II. To lay before you a fuccinCl: view of what the 
U111ted States of Aillerica o\ve to Divine Providence in the 
courfc of the preient war, 



Thanksgi~jng St:rmD;:' " ........ , 
III. To make a praaical iml~ro\"ement of the ful'jc:tt 

for \"our ~llilruaion and direction. 
Firf! then, I am to e~plain and nate the proper meaning 

of tili:: ·#~~prcffion or ientiment of the infpirt:d p131milt1 

,~ falvatlo11 ~longeth unto the Lord." 1'his I Inean to 
do by adhering ftriCtly to w~~·t appears to be the mind of 
the fpirit of G.xJ~ in the pa{fage before us, as wen as in a 
manller a.greeabJ ; ,~ the analogy cf f~th. As r !ligion is 
the fame in fubllanc~ in e\'ery age, the refietl~ons of pIOUS 

perfons in the courfe of providence arife from the fame 
examples, and lead to the fame end. The words may 
juftly be fuppofed to contain the Pfalmift's thankful ac
knowledgment of the paft mercies of God, as wen as the 
foundation l)f his future fecurity. The)' carry ill them -: 
general conteffion of the influence of divine providence 
upon every event, and in particular with refpetl to sa/f)tt
lion, or deliverance from impending danger. In this 
view \\l"hen he fays, " falvation belo11getll tlnto the Lord,'· 
it [eerns to imply the three follo\ving tllings. 

I. That" falvation belengeth unto the Lord," as diflin4 
guifhed from human or created 11elp, and therefore all con
fidence in man Hands oppoft:d to the fentiment exprdleJ 
by the holy Pfalrniil in the text. It is not oppoioo to the 

.. ute or application of, but to an exce!Iive or undue reliance 
on human means, or fecond caufes of any kind. It ian
plies, that fuccefs in any attempt is to be ultimately at~ 
tributed to God. That it is he who by his providence pro
vides outward means, who railes up friends to his people, 
or caufes their e1lemies to be at peace with them. 1'hat 
it is he who in cates of difficulty and danger, diretls their 
hands to war and their fingers to fight, and finaIJy crowns 
their endta\~ors \vitfl fucce!s. \\'llether therefore the Ollt

ward advantages are great or fman, whether the expeCta .. 
tiQl1 or the probability of fuccefs has been firong or weak, 
}le \\'ho confefres t!lat fal·.,atioll belongeth unto Goel, \\--ill 
finalljP give the glor}r to hiln. COIlfidence before, and 
boaliing after the event, arc alike contrary to this difrCi. 
fition. If any perron ddires to have his faith in this 
truth, confirmed or improved, let him n:ad the hifiory of 
nlanl..:ind, in a cool "~11(1 conij,ierate Inal1nt!r, and \vith a 
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fcrious fr~me of fpirit. He will then perceive ttlat every 
page will add to his conviaion. He will find that the 
mon important events have feemed to turn upon circum
flances the D10ft trjvial and the mon out of the reach of 
human direCtion. A blaft of wind, a 1hower of rain, a 
random fhot, a private quarrel, the neglect of a fervant, a 
motion \vithout intention, or a word fpoken by accident 
and rnifunderftood, has heen the caufe of a viCtory or de
feat which has decided the fate of empires. \\rboever with 
there faCls in his view, believes the conllant influence 
and over-ruling power of Divine Providence, will know' 
what the Pfalmifl means \vhen he fays, " Salvation be .. 
'" longeth unto the Lord. U 

:1. In thii fentiment, the Pfalmifi: feems to have had 
in view the omnipotellce of Providence; that nothing is 
impoffihle with God;· that there is no flate fa dangerous, 
llo enemy fo formidable, but he is ab1e to work deliver
ance. He has not ollly the direCtion and governlnent of 
nleans and fecond cauies, but is himfe1f fuperior to all 
means. The word sal'lJotion, when it is applied in fcrip
t-ure to tenJporal danger, generally fignifies a great and . 
diftinguifhed de1iverance. Thus it is ufed by Mofes, Exo. 
dllS xiv. 13. "Stand 11ilI-and fee the faI\:atiQn of God ;" 
and in the fame manner, I Sam. xiv. 45. "ShaH Jona ... 
• , than die, who hath \vrought this great falvatinn in 
Ifrael ?" When, therefore, a perfon or people are threat. 
ened with evils of the molt dreadful kind; when they are 
engaged in a conflict very unequal i when they are driven 
to extremitv, and have no relource left as nleans of de. 

~ 

fence: then if the caufe in which they are engaged is 
righteous and juft, they may cry to God for relief. The 
fentiment expreffed by the Pfalmift ought to bear them 
up againfi defpair; and tlley may fay as the angel to the 
father of the faithful, U Is there any thing too hard for the 
I..ord?" There are many infiances in fcripture of iignal 
deli\·era11ce granted to the fervants of Go(l, 10me of them 
even wholly miraculous, \\1hich teacIl us to fet our hope 
in his mercy, and not to fuffer his mighty works to flip 
Otlt of our Illill(ls. This is the exerciie of faitll ill an un
changeable God-u the fame yefierday, to.day, and for. 
¢\'er. " 



.1. This fentiment has refpetl to the mercy and good. 
nels of God, or his readinefs to hear the cry of the op
pretTed, and fend delivera~ce to his people. This circum. 
fiance is neceftary to be taken in, to make him the pro~ 
obj,!t.l of faith and trull:; an~ it muO: be combined with 
the other., to give us a c;omp~ete view of the influence of 
Providence. Power and wifdom alone, give an imperfea: 
difp1ay ~f the divine charaCter. It would give little fup
port under the pre[ure of aBliaion, to have a general or 
theoretical perfuafion. that all things are poffible with God: 
but if we believe his readinefs to intcrpofe, and fee our 
title clear to implore his help, \ve have that hope which i~ 
juftly called, '.' the anchor of the foul, fure.and ftedfaft." 
In this fenfe, falvation beiongeth unto God;. it is ~ls pre~ 
rogative; it is his glory. The pr~mife fo often re~;ated 
in tJle fame or fimilar terms, is addrefTed both to nations 
and particuiar perfons. "He thall cail upon me, and i 
" will anfwer him. I will be with him in trouble, to deli. 
" ver ~im, .and to honor him. The righteous cry, and 
" the Lord .heareth, and delivereth him out of all his trou. 
"hIes. Many are the afiliCtions of the righteous ~ but the 
c, Lord de 1 ivereth' him out of them all." 

Having briefiy flated there known and general trut~s, i 
proceed to the. fecond and principal thing propofed, which 
~as to lay' before you a fuccinCl view of what the United 
States of America o\\"e .to Divine Providence~ in the eourfe 
~f the prefent war. 9n con~dering this part of the fub. 
ject, a difficulty prefents itfelf as to the manner of hand. 
ling it. I am defirous of doing it fome ~eafure of julHce; 
atld at tIle fame tin~e of avoiding exceffive prolixity, or a 
'tedious enumeration of part~cular faa~. rro unite there: 
two purpofes 3S much i!S raffible, ~ will divide what I have 
to fay into diflinCl: brancht:~; and after a few words of il. 
Iufiration on each of them, leave it to every hearer to add 
fuch further exa,mpJes as may have fallen within his own 
ol,fervatioTl. Tile brallches I WOlll(1 fellarately confider,. 
nre tIle following: I. Signal fllcceifcs or particular and 
proviclential favors to us in the courle of the \\'ar. 1. Pre. 
fervation from difficulties and evils \Vllich fcemcd to be ia. 

\:{){,. III. I 



(Jur fittlation unavoidable, and at the fame time ne~t t'l it1-

furmountablc. 3. Confounding the counfe]s of our ene
mies, and making them haften on the change which they 
defired to prevent. 

I. Signal fucceBes or providential favor~ to us in the 
courfe of the W3r. Here I mull mention what happened 
at the beginning of the conteft, and prevented us from 
being crufhed in the very out-fet, although it is 'now in 3 

manner wholly fOrgotten. Let us remember our tnlC 

fituation, after we had made the moll public and ~remp· 
tory declarations !)f our determination to defend our Jiber. 
ties. There was a willing fpirit~ but uraanned hands. 
Our enemies have al) along charged us ,,·itb a deliberat~ 
~oncerted purpofe of breaking with them, and fetting up 
an independent empire. The' faUhood of this 2ccGfation 
might be made to appear from many circumfiallces; as 
there bei.Jg no pre-contraft among the flates themfe]ves, 
nor any attempt to engage aUies or affiftance in Europe, 
and feverat others. But though there were no other :argu
ment at aU, it is fufficientIy proved by the tetal \ll~ant of 
anns and ammunition to fupply us even during the 6rft 
ftages of refiftance. The nakednefs of the country in this 
refpe8: is well known; and our enemies enueavored to 
avail themfelves of it by taking every meafllre to prevent 
their being brought to us. This difficu;ty was got over by 
many pro\-idential fupplies, without the €are or forefight 
of thofe who were at the head of affairs, and particularly 
by many unexpecled captures from our enelnies them
feIveS: 

How contrary to human appearance &nd human con· 
jeClures have many circllmflances ulmed out? It \vas, 
univerfaliy fuppofed l! tirfi that we fhould be able to do
nothing at all at rea, becaufe of the great naval power of 
the enemy; }'et the fuccers of our private veffels has beel1 
one of the'moil powerful means of difireffing them, un"i 
fupporting us, I cannot help in particular taking n():ic~, 
that the eaflern flates which were the firfiohjeflsoftht:in'en. 
geance, were attually in their poffdl1on, and fcemed to be 
devoted to pillage and defiruCtion; J~et in a fhort time 
they '~'"f:re delivered, and. have ill tIle cOllr(c of tl~e \V,\r 



acquired a ~ater acceffion of wealth and power than it 
is probable they could bave done in the fame perioJ of lee 
curity and peace. 

It falls to be takeR notice of under this branch of the 
fuhjec1, that oar moll ligna! fucce[es have generally 
bee'l ""hen we had the weakeft hopes or the greaten fears. 
"l1at could be more difcouraging than our fituation at the 
clore of the year 17,6? when, after genel'al Howe'S arri. 
val with fo powerful and well appointed all armament, 
our army enlifled but for a few months, was almoll en· 
tirely difperfed? Yet then did the furprife of the Her .. 
fians at Trent-on, and the fubfequent viflory at Princeton, 
raile the drooping fpirits of the country, and give a new 
turn to our affairs. There advantages redounded greatly 
to the honor of the commander in chief who planned, and 
the handful of troops with hilll, who executed the mea. 
fures, as is confeffed by all; yet were they of Rill gleater 
moment to the caufe of America in general, than they 
were brilliant a~ military exploits. This place and neigh .. 
borhood haviRg beeR the fcene of there aaions, cannot 
but make them and their .confequences hefh in the memo. 
ry of every one who now hears me. 

The great viCtory over genera) Burgo}'I\e and his ar. 
nly, (weakened at Bennington, and taken prifoners at Sa
ratoga,) which opened the eyes of Europe in general. 
and in tome degree even of Britain, happened at a time 
~'ht"n many were difcouraged. It happened when after 
the loffes of Brandy-Wine and Germalltown, t~ Britilh 
were in polfeffion of Philadelphia, and th~ Congrefs of 
the United States we~e 'obliged to fly to a difiant part of 
the country. It happened not long after our llifgraceful 
flight from rricondcroga, and the fcandalous lors of that poft, 
which was every where raid and thought to be the key of the 
continent, and the poffdlion of it effential to our fecurity. 
\Ve mutl not omit to obferve that this vietory Qver 2. nume. 
rous army of . Britifh regulars, was obtained by an army 
compofed in a great mealure of militia fuddenly colletl. 
ed, al\d freemen of tIle country WilO turned Ollt as \fO-
1 Ul'(eers. 
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In the fame manner our late afionifhip.g fuccefs in the 
fouth begatl ",hen our affairs in that part of t)-.e CO)ltinellt 

wore a mon difc,ouraging afpe8. The year 1781, which 
began with mutiny in the northern army, and weaknefs 
in the fouthem, produced more innanc~s of gallantry and 
Dlilitary prowefs' than all tht: formtr, and was dofed with 
a viBory more glorious to us, and more humiliating to 
the enemy, than any thing that had before happened du
ring ~he courfe of the war. 

~t was furdy a great favor of Providence to raife up for 
tlS fo gT~at and illufirious an ally in Europe. This 
Prince has affifled us, as you a]l know, in a very powerful 
and efleCtual m,!-nner, and has granted that affJflance upon 
a footing fo gener~us as well as jun, that our enemies 
\\'iJI not yet beJieve, but there nluti be fome feeret and 
partial ~ipulations in favor of himfelf and his fubjeCts, 
a]though rio fuch thing exifis. 
, Let me add to all the~e the providing for us a perfon 
who was fo eminently qualified for the arduous talk of 
commander in thief of the armies of the United States. 
I mull: make fome apology here. None who know me, 
I tllin~ wiII charge me with a difpofition to adulation or 
grofs flattery of living charaCters. I a.m of opinion and 
have often expreIred it, that tll~ time for fixing a nlan's 
charaCter is after death ha~ fet his feal upon it, and fa
vor, fear antI friendfhip are at an en(l. For tllis reafon I 
do not mean to give a general or full ch:lraaer of the 
perion here in view. But in fpeaking of the kindne1~ 
9f Providence to tll~ United Stites, it \,'ollld be a cul
pable negle& not to mention that feveral of his charac. 
terHtic qualities feem fo perfettly fuited to our wants, 
that we . ~nl~ft confider his appointmc::nt to the fc::rvice, 
cl11c.1 tlle'~ontitlUe(l health \\'ith \\'hich he has been bleffetl, 
as a favor fl on~ t~le God of hea\'en. COllfi(}er his cool. 
nefs and prudence, his fort;tude and perfeverance, his 
happy talent of engaging the affetlion of all ranks, fo that 
h~ is eqtlally acct!11table to tIle citizen, al1d to the foldier 
-'-to the {late in which he was barn, and to every other 
on the COlltillent. rl'o be a brave lnan, or Ikiltltl com. 
~nander, is common to hil~ with many others; but this 
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~Juntry fiooJ in need of a comprehenfive an~\ penetra .. 
tit):r nlilltl, \\'}lich tlnderlloo(l the eff~a of plrticular mea
fur~s ill bringing the general caufe to an iffue. "·h~n we 
contrali Ilis character and COlldllCl \vith thofe of the va
rious leatlers that have been oppofed to him, whell we 
l'Ollrl,t~r theii atteml1ts to bllft eacll others r~l)lltation, ltld 

t:1t! fl:ort duration of their conlmand, \\~e mutl fay that 
Ilrovi(!c:nce has fitlell him for the charge, and called him 
to !11e fC:r\~ice. 

rl'llis llea(l can 11arcll}9 be better clofed than ""ith the 
e~traor(lillar}' illterpofitioll of di\~ine Providellce for the 
l~iJ~overy of tile bl,lck trcacher\" of Arnold, \\'ho intendell . -to put one of the moll important fortreffes, and the ge. 
11eral Jlilllr~lf, illto the enemies halllls4f This defign was 
ripe for execution, all() the time of e~ecution ,,'as at 
hallll., As rl1ere \\-:\s J10 fufpicion of the traitor, no mea
furcs \\~ere, or COtll(1 be taken for preventing it. Th~ 
meetiJlg of tIle ti>y \\»jth t\\ .. o frienlls of America, \\lhich 
\,"as elltirely cafual, the unaccountable em~'rraffment of 
that artful perron, when with a little addrefs, he might 
eafil}; ha\le cxtricate(} himielf; ancI in(leed, the ",:hi)le cir-
eum!lal1ces of that affair, clearly fAlint out the finger of 
GOlI. 

I might have added many nlore itifiances of the favor of 
];rovicience in p;tnicul~\r e\'t:nts, bllt what have been men. 
tioned, I think are fully fufficient for the purpofe, for 
\Vllich they are adtluce(l, and \,,'ill lead the hearers to [he 
r~colle~1ioll of others of a fimilar kil1d. 

l'he fecond part of my ohfervations, mull he on t~ 
difficulties and dangers, which fcemed to be in our fitU3. 
tiOtl, lltlaVoi(Jal)Je, an(l, at the fame tinle, next to infllr
Illountable. Tile 6rfl (If tIllS kind, \~·llic!l I 1]1all melltion, 
is diffcnfion, or the oppofition of one colony to another. 
On this our enemies reckoned very much, from the be. 
gillnitl~. Even before tIle \var broke out, rcafoners feem. 
t:d to buil(l tl1eir hopes, of the colonies not breaking ofF 
from the mother country for ages, upon the impoffibility 
of their uniting their Ilrength, and forming one compatl 
body, either for offence or refinance. To fay the truth, 
the danger w~ great and re~l. It was on lhis account, 



forefeen and llreaueeJ, and all true patriots ,,·ere 31txious 
to guard againll it. Great tBanks, doubtlefs, are due to 

IDany citizens in every flate, for their virtuous efforts to 
prol'AOte the general union. Thefe efforts have not been 
without ·effeCl:; but I am of opinion, that union has heen 
hitherto preferved and pron,oteu, to a degree that no man 
'Ventured to predia, and very few hau the courage to hope 
for. I confers myfelf, from the bcginnin~, to ha\·e appre. 
hencled more clanger from this, tlla11 fronl allY otlJer 
quarter, and rntlfi now declare, that my fc:ars have bc:cn 
wholly diJappoiuted, and my hopes have been greatly ex
ceeded. In the public councils, no mark of di!fenfion, in 
matters of importance, has ever appeared; and I take up. 
on me further to fay, that every year has obliterated col().. 
nial difiinCtions, and worn away locd prejudices, fo that 
mutual affeCtion, is at prefent nlore cordial, and the views 
atld \\~orks of tIle whole more uniform, than t\7er they 
were at any preceding perio<l. 

Having 'mentioned the union and harmony of the U ni-
-ted States, it Will be very proper to ad(l, that the harmon}1, 
that has prevailed in the allied army, is another fignai 
mere}', lOr which we OUgJlt to be thankful to Go(l. It is 
exceedingly common for diff'enG"On to take place, between 
troops of different nations, when aaing together. In the 
Englifll hillory, we meet with few examples of conjunCt 
expeditions, with tea and land forces, in which the har. 
Dlony hiS been complete. Our etlelnies (li(l not fail to 
make nre of every topic, whi4:h they apprehended, would 
be inBamm1tory and popular, to pr()(luce jealoufies be .. 
tween us and our allies. Yet it has been wh3Uy in vain. 
Not only, !lave tile officers arid foldiers of the Anlerican 

. and French armies, acted together, with perfetl cordiality, 
but the trool)s of our allies have met \vitll a hearty \vel
come wherever they have been, from the people of tIle 
country; and indeed, jufl fuch a reception as fhows they 
were elleenled to be of the utmoft importance and utility 
to the Anlerican aufe. 

AOQther difficulty \ve had to encounter, was tIle '''ant -
of money and reiources for carryillg on the \\'ar. To re-
medy this evil an expedient was fallen upon which I do· 
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not look upon myfdf as ohligcd either to jnflify or approve. 
It \vas, ho\ve\ger enlbrace(l lly the plurality as 11tC~fla'1'. 
and upon the whole, lefs hazardolls than any other, wbkh 
in our fituation was pra8icable. 1'he difficulty of railinb9 
clothing, paying and fupporting an army with a depre
ciated cllrrenC)', \\"hicl1 its o\\yn nattlre, the arts of" inter. 
died perfons, and the unwearied attempts of our enemies 
were pufhing on to annihilation, may be eafily perceivoo~ 
Yet the \var has not only been fllpported, but we oa\'c 
feen the fall and ruin of the money itfelf without the (eaa 
injury to the public caufe. 'Vithout ~njury did I lay, it 
\\'as to the unfpeakable benefit of the public caufe. 1\lany 
private perfons indeed, have fuffered fuch injury as not 
only merits pity, but cans for redrefs, and I hope the 
time ,vilt come~ \v}len all the rearers- fuall be given that 
the nature o·f the thing and the flate of the country t ,,-till 
admit. In the mean time, when we reflect upon what j~ 
pan, we have a proof of the general attachment of the 
country to the caufe of liberty, the firongeft perhaps tha!! 
can ,veIl be conceived, and \ve fee a circt:mfian€e fronl 
which we feared the greateft ~vil, adding its force to ma
nyothers, in blinding our enemies" lui1leading their nle~ 
fures, and difappoiruing their expeCtations. 

Another difficulty we had before us wa~ the being obIi .. 
gee} to enCOullter the whole force ef the Britifh nation,. 
with an army compofed· of ra\v foldiers, unacquainte(l 
with rr:litary difcipline. The difficulty was incrcafed by 
flllr own condut1:, viz. filling our army with foldiers en
lifted for {hort periods. The views·ofthofe who' preferred 
thi:; method was certainly very honorable, though the 
wiklcm of it is at lealt very difputable. They hoped iu 
\vollld n1ake every man ill Anlerica a foldier ill a {hort : 
time. 1"his effect inde~d, it has ill a good 'degree pro
dl!Ced.by the fr~q,uent c~lls of the militia, wherever the 
enemy appeared. rrhey alfo apprehended danger from 
a Handing army, unconneCted with cil'il life, who af
ter they had conquered their enemies might give caufe of 
i~~al()ul\' to tlleir friellus. The llillorv of otJler c()untries , . -
in general, and in plrticnlar that of the civil wars in 
En~laucl againll CharIe3 the firft: ieemed to give plaufi-
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bility to this reafon, though from feveral r.ircumfianc('~ 
tl1ere ,vas lefs caufe (yf fear in AtllCrica, than ~lOllld ha\le 
been in one of the European flate-s. However the mea· 
lure \vas refalved lllJon by the plur:llity at firfi, al1d \\'t: 
felt the inconvenience of it very feverely; but it pleated 
God to preferve us from utter defirutlion, to fet bounds 
to the progrefs of our enelnies, and to give ~inle to the: 
flates to make better and more effeCtual provifion for tllt:ir 
final overtllrO\v. 

rrhe only other danger I {hall ~entic.n, was that of an· 
arch}' and confllfion, \l~hen governnlent lln(ler the 01,1 
form WitS at an end, and every nate was obliged to efiablifh 
civil conHitutions for preferving inte~·nal. ortIer, at the 
very falne tirlle tllat they had too refill tI-te efforts of a 
powerful enemy from without. This, d.lnger appearecl 
fo cOllfiderable ,that fome of the king of Great I1ritairl's go. 
vernors raIn off ea~ly, as they tllelnfelves profeffed, in orcler 
to augment it. They hoped that univedal di'forder would" 
prevail in e\'ery CO}OJ1Y, alld not DIlly deofeat t}1e .meafures 
of tI1e friencls of liberty, but be fa in·fupportable to tl?e 
peo})le in general,. as to oblige them to. return to t~leir fubo. 
jeCtion, for their own fakes, and to be rid of a fiill greater 
evil. To:s danger, through the divine blefling, we hap.; 
pily anc] inuee(l entirelyefcapecl. ,The gover11ors b}7 their 
iligllt ri})enecl e\'ery meafure, all(lll~nen.e(l on· tIle cllang~e, 
by rendering it viiihly nece{faTY. P"rovincial conventions 
\vere held, c·ity and COllnty conlnlittees were ever}' ,II here' 
c110feIl, anti fuch \\1as tIle zeal fCT libert}r, tllat tIle jllclg
me~lts of tllefe COlllnlittees \vas (lS pt!rfeCtlj' ful)!Onitte(1 to, 
and their orders more cheerfully and comlileteIr execu· 
ted, than thole: of any reglllar magiflrates, either und:;:r 
tIle old goverllment, or fil1ce ,tIle cllClIlge. At the fanle 
tilne, every fiate prel)ared ancllettleo tlleir civil connitll
tions which have now all ta~en place, and except in very 
f~\v in'ftallces, \vitllout the leafl difcortl or tlillati!)faclioll. 
Hal)i1ily for us ill tllis il,lte, Ott!"' conflittltioll has 110,,·" flit,· 
fIlled near feven years, and we have not fa much as heant 
the voice of clilcolltel1t. I fileal, on tl1is l1eacl, of \~'bat is 
kllOWll to every 11earel·, and ill(le~(l to the \vllole \~!orl,) ;, 
and yet I am perruad~d that to thole who rdkd upon it, 
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it ~'ilI appear next to miraculuus. Although fo much 
was to b-~ done, in \\9hich ever}- nlan \\'as illtt-refled, al. 
thou~h the cQ}oni~s were fo various and eXknfi vet and 
the parliament of Great Britian was threatening, .\nd its 
army eX\!Clltin~ vellgeallce againft us, J'et tIle whole was 
com-p!etul in little more than a year, with as much quiet
nets and compofure, as a private perron would m:ove his 
family and furniture from one houfe, and fettle them in 
anoth'er. 

The third branch of my obfervatiorts than conlifl of it 
few inflances-, in whicll the counfels 0'[ our enemies have 
beetl. cO'nfounde(l, and th'eir meafure~ have been fuch a~ 
to hallell on tI1e chan:ge, which they defired to prevent. 
As t~ the firfi of thefe, nothing can- be Olore remarkable, 
than the ign-orance anod error in which, th'ey h'ave continu. 
ed from the fiill: rife of the controvet(y, to the prefent 
time; as to the .fiate of things, and the difpofitions of men 
in America~ Even tho-fe at the head of affairs in Greai 
Britain, have not oniy confiantly gi'Ven out, but in my 
opinion have fincerely believed, that the great body or 
the people were upon their fide, and were only Inifled 
into rebellion by a few faCtious leaders. At the fame 
time, the ~ery fame perfons, without being fenfible of the 
abfurdity; huv·e affirmed, that this' country was g'roaning 
under the opP'reffion of its rulers, and long.ed to be ddiver ... 
ed, from~ it. No\v there things couleI' not both be true. If 
the 6rll had been tf'ue, there leaders mull have been popu..; 
lar ansd ac:cer)tab1e in: a h-igh degree, and have 11ad tIle In:oft 
extelltive in'flue-llce.- If the-Ia-ft I)-ad- been true, they mult 
have been inwardly a:nd univerLlly detefted·. But how 
lllany circunl41ances- might lla'\?oe convinced them of tIle 
falf~h·ood of both tllefe affertions? TIle van extent of the 
ftates,~ and the concurrence of all ra-tlks and claiTes of men, 
which was fo early, fo' uniform antl fo notorious, plainly 
tlrove, tllat no fuch thillg COlllll llave happene(l, \vitllOut 
a {hang and rooted inclination in the people thelTlfelves, 
and· ruch as no' addt'e!s or management of interefted per. 
10ns could have produced. Befides, thofe who know how 
iluctuating a body the Congrels is, and what continual 
changes take place in it, as to meo, muil perceive the ill. 

\r OJ~. III. 1< . . 
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furdity of their making or fucceeding in any ruch attempt. 
The .truth is, the American Congrefs owes its exifience 
and its influence, to the people at large. I might eafi1y 
ihow, that there has hardly any great ot important Rep 
been taken, but the public opinion has gone before the 
refolutions of that body; and I willi I could not fay, that 
they have been fometimes very flow, in hearing and obey
ing it. 

As to the other affertion, it ~·as nil! more mani. 
feftly falfe, and they had greater opportunities of per
ceiving it to be fOe If Congrefs, or thofe in public truft, 
in any fiate, had tyrannized over the people, or wantonly 
oppreffed them, the ufurpation would, in the nature of 
things, have come to a fpeedy period. But what if I 
1hould fay, that this pretence of our enemies, in an equi. 
vocal fenfe, is indeed true; and yet this truth, doth but 
the mQre clearly demonfirate their error and delufion. It 
is true, that Congrefs has, in many inftances, been obliged 
10 have recourfe to meafures, in themfelves hard and op
preffive, and confeffed to be fo; which yet, have been 
patielltly fubmitted to, becaufe of the important purpofc 
that \vas to be ferved by them. Of this kind, was the 
emiffion of paper money; the palling of tender laws; 
c<?mpelling all into the militia; draughting the militia 
to fill the regular army; preffing provifions and carriages; 
and Inany otl1ers of the like nature. T\\,o things are re
lnarkable in this whole matter: one, that every impofi. 
tion, for the public fervice, feU heavieft upon thofe who 
were the friends of America; the luke\varm or contrary 
minded, always finding fome way, of fhifting the load 
from their own fhoulders: The other that from the free
dom of the prefs in this country, there never were want
ing, the holdeft and mon infiam matory publications, both 
agairllt men alld meafures. Yet neither the one nor the 
other, nor both united, had any perceptible influence in 
weakelling tht! attachment of the people. If tllis account 
is jufl, alld I anl confiJeIlt it is kllown to he fo, by allnofi 
all \VI10 110,V llear me, wllat lefs tllall judicial blindnefs, 
could have made our tllemies fo obflinate, in the contI ary 
Ientiments? ~uch however we know hai been the cafe, 
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and as the whole of their procecding~ have been ground. 
eel on mitlakes, it is no wonder that they have been both 
!ojudicious and unfuccefsful. 

This matter may be e!'tplained in the following man· 
nero They fuppofed that they had only a few difcontent
eel particula:os to apprehend and punitb, and an army to 
conqaer, in no refpeCis comparable to their own; but in 
addition to this t!1ey had the loft afTeaion~ of a whole pe0-
ple to recover. The tirft, which was almoft of no conre
quence at all, they bent their whole forc~ to efFeB: in coun· 
cil and in the field. The other they iuppofed was alrea
dy done, or not worth the doing; and therefore every 
meafure they took had a quite different intention, and a 
quite oppofite effeCt. In aU this they were fortified 
and confirme(l by the fentiments, difcourfe and COD

dua of the difaffa.9:ed in America. Thefe unhappy ~ 
pIe, from the joint influence of prejudice, refentment and 
interefi, were un\vearied in their endeavors to miflead their 
friends. Their prejudice deferves to be mentioned firll. 
This was great indeed. They had gerlerally ruch Lwt exalt. 
ed idea of the power of Britain, that they really conftder::-d 
it as madnefs to refifr. I could mention many fentiments 
attereu b}' them, \vhich could hardly fail of making the 
hearers to fmile at their grofs ignorance, aGel more than 
ehildifh timidity. Refentment alfo joined its force. They 
were fometimes rOllghly handled by the multitude at the 
beginning of the controverfy. This led them ta with for 
revenge, and as they coule} not illftiCt it themfelves, to 
call for it from their friends in England. To there two 
.circulnftances \\'e may add that the road to favorwas plain. 
1}1 thclt of flattery; and therefore their opinions and intel
ligence were generally fuch as they fuppofed \yould bet 
nloil acceptable to thole who had it in tlleir power to pro
vide for them, or promote them. Sue}l was the effect or 
thefe circumfiances united, that time will conftrain every 
body to confers, that the partizans and friends of the Eng
lifh in America, have done more effential injury to their 
call fe, than tIle ~reatp.f1 ancllioldefi: of their enemies. 

The above di"ilinCtion between overcoming the armed 
{()fCt! of the flates, an~ regaining the people's hearts, is 



~~ true key to ex plain the proceedings, and account for 
the events of the waf. Every meafure ta~en by Great. 
n .. it"in, from the be~inning, infiea(l 01' having th~ leaR: 
tendenc}" to gain Lie affcaio!ls ol' tile people of tllis coun
trv, had, ancl 0!lC wOllld thillk nlull have been feen tQ 

• 
ha,-e, the mof} po,verfllJ influence in producing the coo-
tr.try effetl. '\~ithout mentioning every fepar.ite parti
Ch)tlf, I win only con6der a little the cn~dty and fe\"erity 
with v,-hich the ,,'Oar h3~ been carri~ on; beauie 1 am 
firlllly of opi.,ion, that the fpitit and tenlper of our ene
mies ill ~Ilis conteR, has ~n the principal caufe of the 
~ltappoilltmellt of their attempts. In tilis the cabinet 
allel (ounfeJJors in Great-Briblill, alld the officers an«l 
foldiers of ~'teir armies in America,. ha\"e nothing to fe

pro.lCh each other with. If the barbarity of the army has 
ever ~Uallad1 certainl}" it has ne,-er exceetle(l the CTllelty 
of ieveral of the afu of PlrJiament. I \vil) not eOllmerate 
$hefe aa~which are (0 well knOv.'D, and \\"hich fome J-ears 
ago were fo of:en nlcntioned in e\"ery p.ublication; but 
{han only tell you with what view I dcfi~ you to recol
Jeel them. Every one of there a8s, OIl their being 
~Ilo\\t'n in America, ferved to increafe the Ullion of the 
flat~s, to fijI the heart of the citizens with refentlnent, 
and (0 add vigor to the foJdier's arnl. 

Mter the example ~f their employers at home, the com
manders of the Britifh armies, their officers allu foldiers, 
and ~deed aU their adherents, feemed to have been' ani. 
mated ,,-ith a fpirit of implacable rancor, Illillg1ed \vith 
~ontem pt towards the Americans. This is to be under ~ 
flood of th~ gener.J run Of greateft number of every 
d.uS, always admitting that there were particular excep
~!on$, whofe hOOCir and principle controuled or overcalne 

- the Ilational prejil(lice. Neitller perhaps is it in any of 
them to be afcribed fa inuch to the national charaaer, as 

" to the natllre and flll)j~a of the tlUarre). It has been long 
. ~ 

obferved, that ci\,il \\-afS are carric{i otl \\-irllilluch greater 
fury, alid attell(l~(l \vitll atls of greater barbarity, than 
'\·ar~ b::t\\-een illclcpendent natiollS. rl'ile fac1, h9\\re\'er, 
of their barbarity is certain; and no lefs.10 is the powerful 
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intinence which this conuu8 has had in defeating their ex
p:dations, either of recon~iliati?n or fubmi~on. . 

The b .. trbarolls treatmetlt ot the Am~rlcall prlfollers 
through the whole war, but efpecially at the ~~inning, 
""hen their enemies \,-ere cO~lfiJtl}t of fuccefs, is a me. 
lanchofy fuhjefi indteJ, and will be a tlain uPC'} the Bri. 
tiOl naJne to' future ages. No part of America can be ig. 
norant of this, havin~ witcdfes in every Hate, in the few 
that returlled ali,-e out of their hands. But \\-e in this 
{tate, through \,,'h:ch the)F paned to their homes, can never 
fOfS!et the api~earat1Ce of tbe errlaciated fpeClres \\'ho elca
perl or were exch~nged from Britilh dungeons or prifon
ibips. Nei:her was it poffihJe for the people in general 
not to be Itruck \\-ith tl1e cOtltrafi \vhen exchangt-s took 
plac~, and they faw companies of Britifh prifoners going 
hOlce hale and heart}p .. bearing every mark of their h~ving 
been fupplied with comfOrtable provifions, and treated 
with hunlanity in every other refpett. I am IlOt to en. 
large upon thc:fe known and fertile fub~as. The only 
rea ton of their being introduced is to 1l1ew the eUecl which 
Jpeaac)es of this kind mutl ha\'e had upon the public 
IJiin(J, c,nd their illftllence in ren(lering the returll of :he 
~ople of this country to fubmiffion to the parent {late al. 
togetller i III poffi ble. 

'I'he inhuman treatment of the American prifoners by 
tIle Britilll, \\'as not more relllarkabJe th:lll their info
Jellee and rapacity to\Varl}S the people of the country 
\vhere\'er tlleir power extell(led. rrhe abufe and contempt 
poure<l upon tll~ inhabitants in difcourfe, an,} the indiicri. 
ruinate plunder oftheij property, could not but in the mon 
powerful manner alienate their affections. l\:Iany who 
hear me at prefenl, have had fo fi.liI conviaion of this 
truth il1 tlleir OWl} experience, tilat it is Ullilete[ary to 
oH~r any proof of it. It is of importance however to ob ... 
ferve, that this impolitic opprdlion was the true and pr~ 
pe!' caufe of the general concourfe of the inhabitants ot 
this Hate to the American llandard, in the beginning of 
the year 1,77, and their vigorolls exertions ever fince 
againn the incurfions of the enemy from New-York. I 
cOllltfs I was llOt 10 much furprifcd at ruch conduct when 



they poffeffed this paft of the country; becaufe they were 
then fluflled with viaorv, and had fcarcel)· an idea that 
they would fail of final "fuecefs. But when we c~nfidet' 
that their concluC\: has been the fame, or even worfe, in 
the fouthern Hates. we ean hardly help wondering at their 
infatuation. Surely there was time enough betore the 
year) 780, to have convinced them that infolence antI 
crl,clt}r \vere not the meal1S of bril1~ing back a re,'olted 
people; and yet by all accounts their treatment of the 
inhabitants in Georgia, South and North Carolin~ in that 
}pear, ,,-as even more barbarous than had ~n experienced 
hy the 1)~opIe here three }lfears before. 

I fhall onl}' further mention, that it feems plainly to have 
been not by accident, but in confequence of general orders 
or a prevailing di fpofition , that they treated wherever 
they went, places of public \vorlh!P (except thofe of the 
epitcopal del1onlination,) with all poflible contempt and 
infult. The}' were in generaillfed not only for hofpita)~ 
but ftore-houfes, barracks, ri(ling fcllOOis and prifons, and 
in many places they wert torn to pieces \\"anton)y and 
without any pllrpofe to be I~r\-e{l by it, but wreaking their 
vengeance on the former pofTc:fTors. \\!hat influence 
mull this have had upon the minds of the people? ,"Vhat 
inlpreffion muft llave been made upon tIle few "tho re. 
mained, all<l were witnelles to there aas of profanation, 
when ill thofe places where the}~ had been accuftolned 
to hear nothillg but the ","ord and tIle \\lorfhip cf God, their 
ears were fiUllned \vith the horrid found of cllrfing and 
blafphenlY. 1~his \vas (lone very early in Bollon, and 
repealed in every part of the cOlltinent with increafing 
rage. 

I have chofen on this part of the fubjeCt to infift only 
en \vhat was general, and therefor~ mull be fuppofe(l to 
have had an extenfive influence. It ,,-'ould have beetl ea· 
fy to have colleaed many particular aas of barbarity, 
'hut as thefe might be accounted for from the degeneracy 
and favage difpofition of the perfons who were feverally 
~uilt},. of them, the)1 \\"ou}(l not have been fa conclufive for 
the purpofe for ",hiell they \\:ere aJduced. I fhall there. 
fure omit every thing of this kind, except one of th8 earli .. 
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en inRances of their ~rbari~~, ~auac it happtned in on: 
of the tlrecti of this pJac:, \·i~ m~tT~creing ill cold bl~, 
a miniller of the gofpel, who \\.,~s not, nor eY~r haJ b..~t' 
in arms, and received his death wounJ, " bile OIl hii 
knees begging mercy. 

Upon the whole nothillg appears to me more manifdl 
than that the kpantion of tbis country from Britaill, has 
been of God; for e\~ry tlep the Britifh took to pr<!vent. 
Jervcd to acccJente it, which has generaliy been the alC, 
whc~ IMD have undertaken to go in oppofition to the 
toUrfe of Providencc, and to make war with tIh: nature of 
things. 

I proc~ to make rome praaica1 improvement of the 
rubja.~ for your inftruCtion and direaion. And, 

In the firft place, it is our dllty to gi\re pRife to God 
b th~ prefent bapp)1t and promifing (late of public affairs. 
This is what weare caUed to, andm~ing profdlion of, by 
our m~ting together at the prefc:nt ti~. Let it then be 
more than a form. Let the dilpofition of Y()IV hearts be 
\:orrefpondent to the expreflions of your lips. '\ni!e we 
who are here alive before God tbis d4iY, recollett "'"ith ten
demels and fympathy with furviving relations, the many 
,,~aluabJe lives tll:lt have been loft ill tile courfc of the war, 
let us give thanks to God who hath fpared us as monu
ments of his mercy~ who hath given us the fatisfaaion 01' 
feeing our complete deliverance approaching, and thole 
1ibertics civii anti r~ligiou~ for \\"hich we have been co.~
tendillg, efiabli1hed ullOn a lalling fuuDllation. It will be 
remembered by mailY, that I ha,"e early and conUandy 
~xpreffed my diJallPTOhatioll of ielf.confi(lc:nce, and vaill
glorious boafiillg. rro many Anlerican foldiers I havo 
faid, feldom boalt of wha.t you Ilave Jone, but nc\'erof\\'llat 
you only mean to do. This was not occafioncd by any 
doubt or hefitation I ever bad as to the probable i(fue of the 
\liar, from the apparellt fl~te of things, an<l the courfe or 
human events, but by a deep cOllviCtion cf the finfulncli 
of this praaice, either in a nation or perlan. Now there
fore that we have come fo far in oppolition to a tormida .. 
hIe enemy, it is certainly our duty to fay that n !i.lvati .. 
u on bt:lon&~th unto the Lord." This indeed is not 
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only the duty of e~ry perron with ~fpea to wnat it 
pall, but is the ""y to fupport and animate us in what re
illains of the warfare, anti t!ifpofe liS to nlake a fuitatlle im
proYenlent of lhe fettlemtnt which we ilope is not very 
dillant. 

2. We ot.ght to tefli~y our gratitude to ~l for the Bla

fly li~1 intcrpofitions of his providence cn onr behalf, by 
living in his' ~ar, and by a conv~rfation fnch as ~cometll 
the gofpeJ. This i$ not only a tTiootco: we oee to him tOr 
every ~n:r, and therefore 'or tbore of .t public: Datu~, 
but it is the onl}" \\~y by which public profperity can be
come a real nlercy to us. Eterllit}- is of yet greater 
molnent than any earthly bletling. :fh~ir nate is little 
to be envied ,,~ho are free as citizens, but ftavei 35" finn~rs. 
All temponJ comforts derive their yalue from their being 
the fruits of di.ine goodnefs, the ~vidence of co\'enant 
]oYe, ~ the earneR of~verlafiil)g mercy. It is tikerefore 
cn... indifpeufable duty to endeav~7 to obtain the fan8ified 
improvenlent of every bit-Bing, whether public or perfon
at. There is the greater lk.'Ceffity of infilling on this at 
prefem, that though a time of Diltiooal fuffering or jeopar.; 
(\y has fo~ advantilges for alarming !he cOllfciences of the 
JCc~, it hath aUa feme ·difadvan~~s, and frequently 
octalions fuch tliftratlion of mind as is little favourAble to~ 
the prat1iee of piety. 'V e know by lad e!t~1ience tllar 
the regular adminiiiratwn of divine ordinances, the obfer
ntion of the Sabbath, and the good order of the eGu:ltry in 
general, have been much difturbed by the war. lOne pub
lic fervie: feemed many times to jllttify what \\rOlllc! othcr
wife h:lve heen highly inlpropcr. l~his contributed to 
introduce a licentioufnels of prattice, and to proteCt thofe 
fronl rell~aint or reproot: whc I am afraid in mallY cafes, 
t'Clther yielded to illclination than lyblllitted to nece1Iity. 
Now therefore, \~hell by the bleffillg of God our ditlre[e~ 
are- removed, we ought to' return to punauality as to pub
He order, as well as corrlcientious flrielnefs in every part 
of our practice. 

3. In the third place it is our (i!.1'ty to tefiify our gra
titude to God, by ufefulnefs ill our Je\'eral fiations, Ot" 

in other words by a co::~ern tor lhe Glory of Goo, the 
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pUbiic interdl of religion, and t~e good of others. Th:s 
is the duty of e\·cry perton, even of the lowell llfltion, at 
all tinl~s. Even tIle !lle3nell and moll Ullconnctled hatil 
fiill fome fmall bounds, within which his inftuenee and 
oX.lmple may be uftful. But it is efpecially the duty of 
thole wh9 are diflill~uifhe(J from Others by their taICrl!~ 
by their nation, or by olBce and authority. I fh.lU at 
prefent confider it chieny as the duty of two Jorts of 
pcd'.Jns, millillers and magifirates, thore wco hl\"e the 
direction of religious focieties, alld thore \\~llO ar~ vetl. 
ed \\"it~ ~ivil authority. As to the firll of thele. they 
are un~ler the ftrongell obligations to holinefs and uie~ 
ruIners in their own li~cs, anti diligel'lce in doing good 
to others. 1"-he \worlt! expe8s it fraln thein, and ele. 
malltls it of them. J\.Ia.11Y of this clafs of men, h3ve been 
~uliarly the objetls of the hatred and deteflation of the 
enemy, i'~ the courfe of this war. Such therefore as 
!-a1'1e been fpared to fee the return of peace and fceurity ~ 
are bounet by tIle ftrongell ties) to inlprove their time and 
talents, in their maner's lervice. But \\' hat I have pe
culiarly in vie., is firitlnefs in religious diiCipJine, or 
the infpetlion of the morals of their feveral 'Ocieties. 
By mlr excenent .cpnilitution, they m well fecured iil 
their religious liberty. The return ~hich is expected 
from them to the cOlnlDunity, is that by the int1uence of 
their religious governlnent, their people may be the more. 
rtgular citizens, and the more lAreful members of fociety. 
I l\ope none here will deny that tbe lnanners of the 
pe~ple in gelleral, are of the utmaR mi>ment to the fia .. 
bility df any civil fotiety. \\Then the body of I. people 
are altog~ther corrupt in their loanllers, the Ro\'ernlnent 
is ripe for diifolutioIi. Good la\\'s rna}' 110ld the rottell 
bark lome longer together, but in a little time aU laws 
lnu!l ~ive way to the tide of popular epillion, antI llC l!id 
prollrate under uniyerfal praCtice. Hence it cJe~rly fol .. 
Jo" .. s, that the teachers and rlllers of every religious (Ie. 
nomination, are bound mutually to each otller, and to 

the whole fodety, to watch over th~ nlann~rs of their 1~. 
veral melnber~. 

V fL. Ill. L 
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(1) Thofe who are yelled with civil authority, ough 
aU\) with much care, to promote religion and good morals 
among all under theil government. If we give credit to 
the holy fcriptures, he that ru)eth mufi be juft, ruling in 
the tear of God. It is a truth of no little importance to 
u's in our prefent fituation, not only that the manners of 
a people are -of confequence to the ftability of every cil'il 
fociety; but that they are of -much more confequence to 
free Hates, than to thofe of a different kind. In many 
of thefe laft, a principle of honor and the fubordination 
of ranks, with the vigor of tlefpotic authority, fupply the 
place of virtue, by refiraining irregularities and produ
cilJg public order. But in free nates, where the body of 
the people have the fupreme power properly in their 
own hands, and muft be ultimately refor~ed to on all great 
m&tters.. if there be a general corruption of manners .. there 
oan be nothing but coilfufion~ . So true is this, that civil 
liberty cannot be long preferved without virtue. A mo
narchy may fubfift for ages, and be better or worfe un(ler 
a· gQod or b~d prince; but a r~public once equally poifed, 
mufi either preferve its virtue or lofe its liberty, and by 
fame tumultuous revolution, either return to its tirR prin-
ciples, or affume a more unhappy form. . 

From this refults a double duty, that of the people 
themfe)ves, who have the appointment of rulers, an(~ that 
of their reprelentativ.es, \vho are intrufied with the ex-' 
ercife of this delegated authority. Thole who willi well 
to the {late ought to chufe to places of truft,· men of in
ward principle, jllfHfied by exemplary converfation. - Is 
it reaiQnable to ex pea w Boom from the ignorant, fidelity 
from the profligate, afliduity and application to public 
bufinefs from men of a difiipated life? Is it reafonable to 
commit the mannagement of public reVentle, to cne who 
hath wafiedhis own patrimony? Thofe therefore who 
pay no regard to religion and fobriety ~ in. the perfons 
whom they fend to the legiflature of any flate, are guile 
ty of the greaten abfurdity, and will 100n pay dear for 
theil' folly. Let a man's' zeal, profeffion, or -even prin
ciples as to political meafures, be what they wiIJ, if he 
is without perfonal integrity and priv~te virtue as a 
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man, he is not to be trufied. I think we have had fome 
inftances of men who hav"e roared for liberty in taverns, 
and were ,motl noi(y in public meetings, who yet have 
turned traitors in a liltie time. Suirer me on this fubjcc\ 
to make another remark.. I have not yet heard of any 
Chriflian ftate in which there were not laws againfi im
morality. But with what judgment will they be made, 
or with what vigor .will they be. executed, by thole who 
are profane and immoral in their own praaic.e? Let me 
fuppofe a 'magiflrate on the bench of judice, adminiftring 
an oath to a witnefs, or pafIing fentence of death Ln a 
criminal, and putting him . in mind of a judgment to 
come. With what propriety, dignity, or force can any of 
there be- done by one who is known to be a blafphemer 
or an infidel, by whom in his convivial hours every thing 
that is ferious and facred is treated with reom ? 

But if the people in general ought to have regard to 
the moral charaCter of thofe whom they inveft with au
thority, .either in the Iegifiative, executive or judicial 
branches, fuch as are fo promoted may percei,te what i$ 
and will. be expeCted from -them. They are under the 
firongefi obligations to do their utmoft to promote religion, 
fobriety, induflry, and every focial virtue, among thofe 
who are ~ommitted to their care. If YO'l alk me what 
are the means which civil rulers are bound to ufe for at
taining thefe ends, further than the impartial fupport and 
faithful guardianfhip uf the rights of confcience; I anfwer 
that example itfelf is 110ne of the ]eafi~ Thole who are in 
high ftation and authority, are expofed to continua] obfer .. 
vation; and therefore their example is both better feen 
and hath greater influence than that of perfona of inferior 
rank. I hopei! will be no offence in fpeaking to a Chrif. 
tian affembly, if I fay that reverence for the name of God, 
a punaual attendance on the pubHc and private duties of 
religion, as well as fobriety and purity of converf~tion, 
are efpecially incumbent on thore who are h~mored with 
l>iaces of power and trufi. 

But I cannot content myfelf with this. It is certainly 
the official duty of rnagiilrates to be " a terror to evil doers 
" and a praife to them that do \Vel1.~' That fociety will 
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fuffer greatly, in which there is no care taken to reftrai~ 
ppen yice by exemplary pUllifhment. It is often to be 
remarked, in {o,m~ of the c,orrupt govemme.lts of Europe, 
that whatc:yer firja1ltf~ may ~ ufc:d. or eveo' impcirtialitj 
~n rendering jufiiCe bd~~en Dlan and man, yet there i$ 
~ total and· abfowt~ rdaxation as to' what i~ chiefly and 
ip1medi~tely' a' d)n~empt of God. Perhaps a fmall tref. 
pafs of a ppor l1)a~ qn property, fhall be pur(ued by a vin
diClive pa~y; ~r punifbed by a tyrcUlnic:al judge, wi~ the 
utmofl t~y~rj,ty -; when ail tJte' law~ againfi fwearing, fa~ 
bath-breaki.rig~ l,ewdntr~, drunkennef$ and riQt~, fuaU be a 
~ead 'l~ttert ~nd more trampled UpOll ~y the judges them
{elves, tban by tht: . people who are to be judged. Thofe 
inagi'flr~tes \\lJ10 ",ould have thEir auth9ritJ7 both refpeCled 
and ufeful, filould' begin at the fouree, and r~form or re· 
nrain 'that implety towards God, which is the true and 
proper caufe of every di[order among men. ~ 0 the 1hort. 
fjghtedriefs of human lvifdom, to hope _tl: prevent the ef. 
~.:;a, a~d yet I)ourifil the ~aufe ! '\"~heDc~ ~~e ~i1bo
pdly 'an~ petty thefts? I fay, from idlenefs, fabbatb. 
~rea~ing~ and uninftruCled' families. \Vhence come de.. 
ceits 'of greater 'magnitude, , and debts un paid ? From 
noth, · iu~'ury,' and extravagance. vVhence com.e via
~enee~ hatre~l.~ and firife ? From drunkennefs, rioting, 
lew4n~fit and bJafphemy. It is common to fay of a di{fo. 
l\ute 'liver, th~t he does liarm to J10ne but himfelf; than 
~hieh I thilik ~here is not 'a greater faUhood that ever ob~ 
t~ined ~redit in a rlec;eivc:d world. Drunkards.. ,fwearers, 
profane flrid lafcivipus jefters, and the whole tribe of thofe 
who <19 harm t~!lqne ~ut themfelves, are the pens of fo. 
~iety, ' t,he cor~uptors of the youth, and in my opinion, for 
~he' riU:c ~f infetlion, thieye~ a~d robbers are leTs dange-. . . ." . ,. 

r~u~ c~~l}anloll~. , 
, U p~ri ~he ,¥ho~e, my bret~ren, a~er we h3V~ ~o..l1tend.' 
ed 'ill arnls for .liberty from foreign dom~nation, let us 
guard again(! ~fing our ~ibtrtjr a~ a ~loak for licentiouf. 
neis '; a~l(t ~hus pOi~olling tIle l)leffing after \\'e have at
tained it.' Let' us endeavor 'to bring into, and keep in 
~redit and reputation, every thing'that may ferve to give 
vigor to a~ equ~l repuulical) conlHtuti~n. Ltt ~s cheriCo 

" \. . " , 



• 
~ 1n\"e of piety, order, indufiry, frugality. Let us check 
every difpofition to luxury, effeminacy, and the plQ(urel 
of a diffipated life. Let us in public meatun:s put honor 
upon moddly and felf-denial, which is the index of real 
m~rit. And in our families let us do the beft by religious 
infiruaion, to row the feeds which may bear fruit in the 
next generation. We are one of the body of confederated 
frates. for many reafons, I fhaU avoid nlaking any com. 
pariions at prefent, but may venture to predia, that what. 
foever fiate among ),IS fhan continue to make piety and vir
tue the fiandard of public honor, will enjoy the greateft 
inward peace, the gn:atefi national happinefs, and in every 
outward cQnflifi will difco\'er the greateft couftitutional 
ftrength. 
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CHRISTIAN MAGNANIMITY. 

SERMON 46. 

Preached at Princeton, September, 1715, the Sabbath pre
ceding the ANNUAL COMMENCEXENT; and again with Ad. 
ditions, Septenlher 23, t 787. To which is added, AM AD
DIlESS to the SENIOR CJ .. AIS, who were to receive the 
degree of BACHELOR of AATS • 

••• 
• 

1 THESI. ii. i2. 

That you wDllld wall WDrthy of God, who "atA colled you 
o into his Ilingdoln and glory. 

T HE prefent nate was intended to be, and I think 
mufit by every perron of refleaion, be admitted to 

be a continual trial of the faith and conflancy of a Chrifii. 
an. It is therefore a duty we owe to others in general, 
but in a fpecial manner, the elder to the youngert to give 
them faithful warning of the temptations and dangers, to 
.hich they mllfi, of neceffity, be expofed, if they mean to 

I walk in the paths of piety and virtue. It hath often occur .. 
I red to [;le, in meditating on this fubjea, that as falfe mo
! ney is moll dangerous, \vhen it is likefi: to the true, fo 

thofe principles, and that charaCter, which approach the 
, nearen to true religion, if notwithftanding they are effen· 

tially dHferent from it, will be moll: ready to impofe on 
an uncautious and unfufpeC\ing mind. Thercfor~, if there 
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is ruch a thing IS a 'flJorldly 'Cirlu~, a fyflem of principle~ 
and duty, diftated by the fpirit of the world, and the ft~lld· 
ard of apptobation ot b1ame with the men of t!le wotld, 
and if this is at bottom, elfentia)))" (Jilf~rent from, 31111 

fometimes dire81y oppofed to the fpirit of the go!ix;I,I 
it OlUft Ix of an othe~ the moll dangerous temptatioll, 
to perfons of a liberal education and an illgenious tum of 
mind. 

This, if I am not minak~n, is really the cafe. There 
are fome branches of true religion which a,"e unin:rf11iy 
appro~'ed, and which impiety itfdf cannot fpeak Olhainfi; 
fuch as truth and integrity in f~ch, h~neHy in dealin~, 
humanity and compa1Jion to ~rfons in tWln::,s.. But 
L'ten: are other particular~ in which the worldly \-irtue, 
LIld tbe Chriftian virtue, fcern to be different tll~ngs. Of 
there I1haU felea one, as an example, viz. Spirit, dig. 
nity, or greatnefs of milld. This feems to be entirel)- of 
the world!y can: I t holds a ,"ery high pJace in the eflcem 
of all worldly men: The holden pretenfions are often 
made to it, by thofe \\-ho treat religion with neglc:tl, and 
religious perfons with difdain or defiance. J t is a)(o a 
virtue of a very dazzling appearance; ready to captivate 
the mind, and particularly to make a d~ep impreffion 
en young perfoos, ,,-hen they fira enter into liJe. At the 
fame time, the gofpel feems to nand direaly oppofed to it. 
7he hum'lity of the creature, the abafcment and contriti. 
on of the: finnet, tht de.,-tndance and fdf-tknial of tile be. 
liever, and ~bove aU, the 1ha.me and reproach of the crois 
itielf. feem td cOllfpite' in obliging us to renounce it. 

What thall 1Ve fay then, nl y brethren? ShetH we fay 
that magnanimity is no virtue at all, and that no fuch ex
eellence Oelongs to human nature? Or thall we admit 
that there is beauty and e~cellence in it-confdling at tho 
fame time, tbat it dOCS9 not belong to religion, and onl1 
fay, that though we want this, we h."e many other ancl 
better qualities in its place? To this I can never agree ; 
for eyor}" real t!xctllenc;e is confiftent with e~ery other ;' 
Day evtry real exceJlonte is adorned &Od illuflratcd by 
tvery Other. V~ce9 may be inconfitlcnt with each other .. 
ht virtues never can. And, therofore, as rnagnanimi. 
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tv is In lm::lh1e 31},) 1loo1~ qt'31i:~· --(\tle of ~ ~a~!l or. 
N;;l;::~t$ 0: oor n .• tm-e, Ie I .ui""" that it belon~s onl~ to 
tr,}~ ~:~,~ 'll-.i~t.it\.! ''-'t~iNl, :',"1 th.lt ~\~r)· .r~arln~ 
o::~ "l~, "'ithout ~ ~r. is not on!y d~~\i\'t, but 
. , ... 
t •• :~. 

'l';a~ li\)l~· ScTipt\l~S, it is tnl~~ do thi~Ay infift upnn 
l:t"h3: :s rr'~il(r to huolbie ~,r I'rkl~, .tlll tu brin\! us to a 
j:1~i a~~rrt'hCI\t:\Hl of our ci\3r.lt\~r 1,1(1 ft~te_ l'llis was .. , 
\\,;:.:- :l11~1 ,1\.11, het'3ul'(. <'I' titat l'Orrtipti011 31ld nli!(.ry ",to 
l\"!1!~:1 \\ ~ ~rc t~liel1, the l'olltral)' ""Gtlkl h.l,'e llc~l\ ~nj,.'t. 
)t is ~"I,it:tl~I~· lllOfC tlettlr~r~", '11 tbe ~!C.llt Il.t~ of h\l

!llln 113ture, to rellr.li!l pri\!~, t:~n to k'.ld!c all1b~tiOil. 
Bllt 3S the Icr:ptl1re !"~il'tS 0,11 Oll! origin~1 lli~11ity ~ 11xl 
the true: ~l{)r}· llf UIJf 11,ltUrt', t~ C\-(ry tnic fCI1't~n~ is 
there tallgilt to a1llire 31ter tile llobl~ll charat\~r~ alld to 
entert31il the nll}ll ex .. !tc.-tl hOlleS_ In t~ J"llr~~ ,,-hleh 
I hl,-e chclell as tll~ fll~ct\ 01' nl}9 difcOllrie, you fee the 
Ap""l,Ue es.horts the ~rhdr~onians to \\'aik iuit:lbly ,0 the 
lli~llit}· of tlleir charatlcr~ and the importance \lftMir pri
\·ile~t:s, which is • ibort but juil defcription of true alld 
~nuine greatnd:' of mind. 

1\ly tingle purpofe, from there word~ at this time, is to 
e~pla\n and recommend m.lgnanimity as a chrillian yir
tue; al1t.\ 1 with to do it in fllCh a manner, as neither to 
\\·e~kC:ll its I\,i~re, nor &tlnlit any degiec of that t:)rrtlpt 

lllixtu~, hy which it is often countcrfdtcd. and stead, 
debakll. SOOle infi~lels have ill ternlS atlirn"-.-tl, that 
Chritii,lnilY has hanifhal magnanimity, and by its pre
repts of nac!aknds, humility, and paffivc fubmiffion to in
jury, has llefiroyed that noh','aels of fer-timent, which 
rendered the au,-ients fo iHu11 rioas, and givts fo much 
majdly and llignity to the hillories cf Greece and Rome. 
In Oppofilion to this, I hope to be able to fh~w th::lt real 
greatnefs is infeparable from fincere piety ; and that any 
,Iefet\ in the Olle, liltlll ~l"cenari)y l~ a dif(''ernible blemilla 
in tile other. '''·it!l this view, i will, firO, give yOll the 
prillciples of nla~tlanill\it): in ~ncral. as a Ilatllr~l quill
~y; ft:colldly, I will {hcw what is neceffa?r to give it rcal 
"aIUl\ as a moral virtue ; thirdly. fhew that it (hin~s 
Wlih lhe mon ptr:~t\ !1ri~htncfs as a Chril\iaD Slate; 

\."\~. Ill. ~[ 



and dtemards inprove the fubjdl .. by a praffiaJ .. applica
tion of what may be (aid, tor your infiru8ion and di~t!on. 

Firft .. tbm, Jet me flate the principles of m2gDanimity. 
in general, as a oatun) quality.. 1 think it mba be ad. 
mitted~ Ihat as theR is a reai difier~nce betw~n bodi~ as 
to fize and balk, ;s .. ell as other fenfible quaJiti~s .. fo there 
is a real chara8er of RlUlnei, or mean~(~ applic:ible 
to the miRd, diftintl from its other qualities cr powers. 
It is, however .. I apprehend, a fimple impreliont which 
QIlnot be ~splainal .. or further anaJyf~~ but may e~fil1 
~ felt, and is bell iHuftratal by its circa,. Thde may 
tie fummed up io the following ~rticu)ars: "0 mag"". 
nimity it belongeth to attempt, 1 .. Great and dimcult 
thirigs: 2. To afpire aneT great and va!uable poffdlions ; 
3. To en~oOlltel'dangers with refolution;. 4. To Rr!lggie 
agaioft difl!cu)ties with perfevermce; and, s. 1'0 beat 
mfferings with fOrtita<le and P'ltiefli::e.. 

t. It belongs te magnanimity to att'!mpt great and diF. 
ficult things. Thofe who, Crom a lo\-e of tloth a'Ad eal~, 
negle8 the exercife or improvement of their po.·ers~ and 
thofe who' apply them with ~ver Co gttat aliduity and at
tention .. to things meaD or of {mall confequence, are piain. 
1y deftitute of this qtl:tlity. '\~e perceive a 016nnefs and 
want of fpirit in thht refpea, when parti~ular perfons tal! 
~low their rank in life; or when, as is too t'lb]ucndy 
the cafe in any rank, they 1:\11 belo\v human nature itfeli: 
\\1ben a Frinc.e, or other penon of the firft order and im
portance in human life, bufies himtelf in n~thing but the 
moll trilling amu[ements, or arts of little value, \\~e call it 
.lean; and ""hen any mao, endo\\·ed \vith rational PO\\1t. 

ers, lofes. them through neg1e~, or deflroys them by the 
moll grovelling fentuality, ~'e f(!y he is a8ing belQW him
feif. The contrary of this, therefore, or the vigorous ex
ertion of all our power~, and particularly the application 
of thern to things '}f moment and difficulty, is real magna .. 
Dimity. 

~. It be]on~s to ma~nimit)p to afpire after great 311d 

valuable poifdlions. It is more difficult properly to ilIut: 
1tate this as a branch of m3gnanimity, becaufe of it£ fN-
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,:uent perveriion~ which \\"ill he NtennrJs e~plained. 
It I~ms howe\"~r, to be neceLrily included in the gent
ral ch~rac.'\er. A great mind has great capacities of eo. 
joym~n~ as well as ailion. And as there is a diifcren(;e 
kt,,"een ihe bJeBings in our \'"iew, both in pqint of dignity 
and extent, ruch a man will not be ea61y fatis6ed, or put 
up with wh.t is either m~n or (canty, whiLe he can ac
quire and poffefs a better and more extenfh'c portion. The 
1a~ and increating dc:lires of the human mind, have of
ten been made an argument for the dignity of !aur nature, 
and our having been made lor {omethillg that is great and 
ucellent. • 

3. It belongs to magnanimity to encounter dangers 
with refolution. This is infeparable from~ and confli
tutes a leading part of the charaacr. Even the moll 
excellent and valuable fcrvices to mankind, if they arc 
attended with no difficulty at all, or meet with no opper
fition, though they retain the charaB:er of utility, yet, for 
want of this circumfiance, they lofe that of greatnefs.~ 
Courage is always confidered as a grc&t quality; it has 
had tf.e adnliration, or rather adontion, 01' mankind in 
every age. 1\lany when they fpeak of .magn4nimity, 
mean nothingelfe but courage, and when they fpeak of 
me:lnnef~ ha'le little other idea but that of timidity.
Neither is there, I think, any human weaknefs that is 
more the oojet\: of contempt and difdain, than cowardice~ 
which when applied -to life in general, is commonly called 
pufil!animit}~ . 
~ It belongs to greatn~rs, to firuggle againft difficul. 

ties with fiearlinefs and perfeverance. Perfeverance is 
notllillg e1re but continued and in6exible courage. 'V c 
iee fome perfons, who thew the greaten atlivity and 
boldnefs. for a feafon, but time and oppofition weakens 
the;r force, and ieems, if I may fpeak fo, to exhaufi their 
courage, as if they ,,·atled the power b}' the exertiOJ1. 
Perfeverance, ther{'fore, is necetTary to greatnefs.F'e\'1 
things are more contrary to this charaCter, than 6cklenef~ 
and unfleadinefs. \Ve commonly join together the cha. 
railers of weak and changeablc:. 
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5- In the laft place, it belongs to !!reatnefs to bear fuf. 
ferings with fortitude and patience. This is a kindred 
quality to the former, and is neceffary to complete the 
charaaer of magnaninlitv. Such is th\! {late of human . ~ 

things, that fuffering is in one way or an(\ther, whony 
unavoidable. It often happens, that difficulties cannot 
be removed, or enemies cannot be conquered; and then 
it is the lall effort of greatnefs of mind, to bear the weight 
of the one, or the cruelty of the other, with firmnefs and 

. patience. This virtue has always been of the greateR 
reputation. It is a well .known faying of a heathen phi
lolopher, that a great man, fufFering with invincible pa~ 
lienee, under a \veight of misfortunes, is a fight, which 
even the gods mufl behold witll admiration. 

Having thus _)'Ointed out the principles, or rather enu
merated the chief effeCts of magnanimity, as a natural 
quality, Jet us now, in the fecond place, confider what is 
necefi'ary to give it real value, as a rnoral virtue. This 

· is of the utnlofl importance, and muft appear fo to all 
· who will confider the fubjet.1: with attention. That I may 

ret the matter ill as clear a light as poffible, obferve, that to 
render olagnanimiry a valuable quality, it nillfi furtllec 
have the following charaCters. 

I. Th~ obj.:Ct of our defires mufi be jun: as weB as great. 
· Some of the nobJefi powers of the human mind, have 
often been exerted in lTlvading the rights, il1tlead of l)ro. 
moting the illterefl and happinefs of nlankind. As the 
llitlory of the world is little eIre tl1an the hifiory of hp.
man "guilt 0; fo, many of the "mon illllfirious 11ames, trallf
mitted do\vn to us, have been thofe of the moO: aCtive and~ 
fuccefsful deftroyers of their fdlow-creatures. There may 
be, and there have been in fuch perfons, many or mon 
of the ingredients of natura1 greatnefs of mind f but thefe 
have only ferved to make the charaCters, in the eye of rea-

. fo"n, nlore hicjeOtlS and deteflable. 
2.. Our detires ought to be governed by wif(1om and 

prudence, as well as jufiice. If any perfon either forms 
difficult proje.Cls, or afpires after great pofTeffions, and 
ill profecution of his purpofes, exerts ever fo much cou. 
rage, fortitude and patience; yet, if there defigns are lefs 
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ufeful, or thefe poir.:fiions lefs n.1uahle. thL'l others to 
lrhich he m:rLt have applied the lame talent$, it cannot 

~ , 

d~fen"e the name of true ma.gnanimity. If any rerton, 
fer examrle, :;)rms l refolution of exerting his 'kill, in 
fuch feats or pertormances as have nothing f.)r ,'cry little 
valuable in thetn, bllt that the)· are difficult ~tlJ Ullconl

mon, I think no man \\ ill pretend that he has any title 
. to the charaBer of greatllefs of nlind, other,,-i!e a rope
Cancer mi;!ht be a hero: or, if any perlon fhould fpend 
a whole life, in the mon unwe:nied app1ication to the 1111-
gle pm"pofe of accumulating wealth~ however \"an his de .. 
fires, or ho\\Ye\~er afiolliiliillg tiis fllCCerS, his nlerit \\·OlIIJ 

be very fmall. Nay, we lUull he fenfible that he has loll 
man~· ol)portllnities of (loing figllal fer\,ice to n)ankind. 
anJ of acq~lirins Inore ,·:t~tl~~b\e anti durable erljO)·ments, 
while in purfuit of this, which after all will diiappoint bis 
hopes. 

3. The principle of aCtion m'UE be honorahle as well 
as the achieveillellts illullriolls. If a perrOll (ioes tllillgs 
e\'cr fo extraor(linary ill tlleir nature, O'JerCOnles tIle 
greatefi difficulties, or braves the moll formill"l)le llallgers. 
merely to nlake his natlle famous, we nlufl at Ollce per
ceive ho\\' much it detraCts evetl froln his name itlelf. 
This is not the language of rtligion only t it is the Ian. 
gu~ge of rea(on, and the (liCtate of tlie hUIllan heart. All 

infatiable thiril for praife, is to far from being amiable, 
that it is hateful or contemptible. I am fenfible that a 
thirfi for fame, is not only apparent in, but feems to have 
been confefi'ed by many of the moll diflinguifhed heroes 
of antiquity; but as it certainly does abate in a good 
degree, the luflre of their good aClions, fo the indulgence 
that is given them, upon this head, is wholly owing to 
the difad vantages they lay under, in a nate of heathenifm, 
and their ignorance of a better and nobler principle.
" Nothing," fays an eminent author, "can be great, the 
" contem !)t of w hiell is great;" and therefore, if a con
tempt of riches, a negleCt of fame, and a readinefs t~ 
facrifice both to duty and ufefulnefs, is one of the moR: 
glorious charaCters we can conceive, it is plain, that not 
the cleeds, but .the principk is the eviuence, and not the 
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beat} nor the hands of man, but the heart is the feat of 
genuine greatnefs. 

4. In the laflplace, in order to rea! greatnefs, every 
attempt mua be poffible and rational, perhaps probabJe. 
'Nothing is more common than to find perfons, under the 
pretence of great and iJiufirions "defigns. profecuting what 
is not of any value when obtained, and at the fame time 
fcarcely poffible, and no way probable to be obtained at 
all. IJfhis is declining altogether from -the line of great. 
nefs, and going into the path of extravagance. Again, 
ihoulcl an}:" man undertake what he \vas altogether unallie 
to perform, no\\'cver excflllent the defign were in itf~lf, 
lve would not dignify it even with the natne of an)bition; 
he would acquire and deferve the charaCter, not of great
nefs, but of folly ot matInefs. 

On the whole, it is plain that there moral principles, 
mull enter intu tlle coolpofition of true greatnefs, and that, 
when they are wanting, the natural charaaers mentioned 
~fore, degenerate into vice, and alfume the names of pride, 
atnbition, -temerity, ferocity and obftinacy. 

This leads me, in the third place, to {hew, not only 
that there is nothing in real religion contrary to magna. 

"nimity, but that there, and tht:re only it appears in its 
beauty and ·perfeCtion. Let me briefly run Ol'er, and 
~pply to religion, the above-nlentioned ingre<.lients of 
magnanimity. 

I. It is to attempt great and difficult things. Religion 
calls us to -the greatefi and moil noble attempts, whether 
in a prhyate or a public view. In a private view, it calls 
us to refifi and futxille every corrupt and finful paBion, 

'however fironglj" tIle indlligence is folicited by the tempt. 
iug object, or rec~mmended by the artful feducer. The 
importance and uifficulty of this firuggle, appears not 
only from the holy fcriptures, but from the experience 
and tefiimony of nlankillc.l in ever}" age. '\,That cautions 
are given by Solomon upon this fubJecl ~ "He that is 
". flo\v to a!lger, is better than thl~ nligl~t}" and he that 
,~ ruleth his fpirit, than he that taketh a city." ~rhe wif~fi: 
-Hea.thens have il1ctllcate(1 the neceffity of felf.govern
nlent, and tile danger of furrounding temptation, by many 

.... 



inflru8ive ima~es. But wh~' lbouM I extend this'part of 
the fub,;«l? ~Icw f~w arc fuccdsful in dais attcmp\? 
This alone is a fufficient proof, that it is great and diS • 
• :ult, and every fJerfon ~x~rcifcd to gOtllillCls, \\'iil be 
ibundantly fenfible of it, from the n,te of his own he3rt. 

In a public view, every good man is called to live and 
na for the glory of God, and the good of others. Here 
:le has as extenfiye a f;ene of aCtivity as he can poffib1y 
tlefire. He is not indeed permitted to glory or to build 
;lO altar to his 0"]0 vanity; but he is both permitted and 
.~liged to exert his talents, to improve his tilne, to em· 
:ploy his fubllance, and to hazard his life in his l\faker', 
;~rvice, 0\- his country's caufe. Nor am I able to con· 
(eive any character more truly great, than that of one, 
whatever be his Ration or profeffion, w 110 is devoted to 
the public good under the immediate order of Proviciencec 
He does not feek the bubble reputation in the deadly 
breach, b;}t he complains of no difficulty, and refufes no 
fervice, ifhe thinks he carries the commiBionofthe Kin, 
of k~ngs. 

2. The truly pious man afpires after the greateft and 
moR vaJuable poffeffions. He def pifc:s, indeed, the un .. 
certain and the un(atisfying enjoyments of time. IIis de. 
fires after prefent enjoyments are fubjetied to the will of 
God. He has given them up without referye, yet his hea .. 
venly Father knoweth that he hath need of there things, 
and therefore he both atks and hopes to receive what i:i 
fuitable and nece1fary, and bcli~ves that a little that a juft. 
rnan hath, is better t~an the riches of n~q,ny wicked- Huc 
the glori~us objea of the Chrifiian 's ambition~ is the in .. 
heritance incorruptible and undefiled, "and that fadeth not 
a\vay. The honorable relation he flands in to Ged, as hi. 
adopted child in Chrill Jefus, !ndines and authorifes him 
to hope for this purchafed poffdlion, and enables him to 
]o?k down with becoming indifference, on an the glory of 
thIS tranfitory world. Let the rick man glory in his rich. 
e~, ~nd the wife man glory in his wiiClom; he only glo.. 
r!es in this, that he knoweth the Lord, and filall be witlt 
him for c\"er. 



3. True piet~· encom~t~rs the gn-atefi d~n~n widl re. 
lolution. "fhe fe~r of ~i is the onl,' effc8ual me3n to 
dc:iivcr us from the fear \)f man. Ex JXrience has abun. 
llant)y {he\\-n, that the fen-all!S of C!1riti !!a~,..e stihered to 

his caule, and nla(t~ profcffion of his name, i:l oppofition 
to all the terrors \,-hich intern31 polic~" C{)llid preiellt to 
thenl, awl all the fllfferin~s with ,,·hich the Illofl lavage 
inhunlaJlity cOl)lc.l atBi~l tht:m. Btlt 3S this belongs to the 
ate of perJecu~,on tor couicience take, which, by the pe .. 
culiar killlillels nf Provi{!c: ,~is exceedingly rare anlong 
us, it is proper to ohlerve, that every Chrifiian has frequent 
opportunities of manitdtin)! a holy fefo)u~ion in enCOllO· 

!t!ring the reproach and lJerifion of "'"ilrldly men, for ad. 
hering to his (Iut)-. And \,'ht!n we confider ho\v hard it is 
to bear reproa('n and (com" called\ in fcriptllTe, the trial 
of cruti m~,j;,'6S, there: wiil appear to be no fmaU mea .. 
fur~ ~f {llgntty and heroif,n in hint, \,'bo C3n calnlly flIb.. 
tIl:i to it from every quaner, rather thln depart fronl his 
duty- There are not a few} who are apt to boafl of their 
fpirit and retolution, \\-ho a~e yet unable to be3r reproach, 
anil meal11y make the fetltin,ents of others, and the ca .. 
price of faihioll, the rule of duty ~ in place of the clear die .. 
tates of COllfciellce and tilt: ,~·ord of God. Ho\v conteillp
tib~e is this, coolpare\i to tIle condtlcl of that nl3n, \\-ho 
ft!eks 110 taln~, but b}I hone'! nleans, nll(! fears 110 re)lroach 
fer hOllcfi attions, bllt contents hinlfcli with a filent and 
believing reg:lr,-! !\> 11im who feeth ill feeret, and \vho 1ll:}l 
at lail bring e\?er~t ~vork into jUllgment. 

4. rrrue piety perfeveres with confbncy in oppofition 
to contilltial trial. rl'llis is in,lee(l \\·l1at difiillglJiflleS the 
(_~hrifljarl \varfare from tha~ of even' other. It cotltilltlCS 

- . 
tllrollgh life, ~tl(l the Ian eneln}· to be overcolne is tleatll .. 
In all ti1e COtlHi('1s bet\\~een nlen on e,lTtll, tile ifrue ina,-
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be fpee<lil}T expeCted, an(} t}1e re\\"ar(l illlln~diate)y be- . 
tlo\\'cc\!' hut ill religioll l it is Ol11y lle \\:110 fIiall eJlc1l1re tE) 

the! end. that thall be ta\·ed. This adds greatly to the diffi. 
C 111 t }7 , all d It: e n1 S to III e l.V , 11 (} ton 1 } - til e ex rei 1 ~ 11 C e all d 
beauty, but the real dignity and magnanimity of lilt! Cbri1: 
t',"l chara~1.cr. 
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5. In t~le laft place, true p:~ty endures fufFering with 
patience and fortitude. If \:'e re~ea upon the number of 
fuffering martyrs, whofe tefhmonles are upon reconl, we 
!hlJI fee \,·ith \vhat c~lmnefs and ~ompofure, with what 
undaunted firmners~ and fumetimes with what e~ll)tation 
.nd triumph they have gone to a fcaffoIJ, or been tied to 
:\ flake. Can allY pcrfrJn, thillk you, who hath gone.to 
the field of battle in quell of glory, or whQ hath braval 
the danger of the feas in queft of wealth or power, be 
once conlpared \vith thofe \vho have chearfully given up 
the precious life, or fubmitted their bodies to the torture, 
to keep their confciences undefiled? But, my brethren, 
Chrillian patience is much more frequently tried in ano
ther n1anner. TIle belie\'er has made an unreferved fur
render oi"Ilimfelf and his all, to the difpofal of Providence : 
His faithfulnefs to this promife, is brought almo.l every day 
to tIle trial. For the Chrifiian then to fuffer reproacb. 
\\"ithout rendering evil for e--/il, \')r railing for railing, tQ 
be fubmiffive under the lofs of fubfianc;e, and fay with 
Job, Job i. 21. " Naked came lout of my mother', womb. 
"and nlked ihall I return thither: the I.ord gave, and 
" the Lord hath taken away; bleffed be the name of tha 
" Lord."-to yield up relatiqns, and to fa~{ with David, 
~ Sam. xii. 23. ~, J iliall go to him but he thall not return 
U to me.'~ 1'0 lo!>k forward to approathing death, and 

. fay with the apoftle Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 6. "I am now rea .. 
" ely to be offered, and the,time of my departure is a~ 
"hand." This is magnanimity indeed; this is the moft 
fnlid glory to which any child of Adan} can poffibly attain. 
I proceed in the laft plar.e, to make fome praCtical im
I)TOVelnent of \vhat hath been faid. 

I. You may learn, from what bath been faid, that: 
,vhenever honor differs from confcience, it is a treacherous 
guide; wherever fpirit and dignity of mind, as a worldly 
virtue, differs from true religi~n, and even from the fim
plicity of the gofpel, it is f~lfe and fpurious. The gofpel, 
it is true, will not fuffer nlen to feek reveoge, or to de-
1ight in it. It will humble them in the fight of God, and 
make them felf·denied in the prefence of men, yet it WAil 

(onllrain them not to reCur: any duty tQ the ene, or any 
':01. lIT. K -



ufeful fervice to th~ other. It wi!) not fufFer th~m ta be 
ambitious of higher places of honor and trun, but it wiD 
make them .tiiye and zealous in the d\lti~s of ,hat pJ:l~ 
in which they already are. It wiU not tutTer th~m to n-. 
fent injuri~s and gratifY rev~nge; b:lt it will make them 
withfiand a king upon his rhrone, if he pT1!fum~ to inter. 
fere in the matters of their God. '\~b3t is L~re here thaI 
is not noble ? 

Aiter all, the teftimony in favor of true piety, is univer. 
fal, if carefully attended to. El·~ry one mull acknowledge, 
that oftentation, and love of pnife, and whatever is con. 
trary to the klf:deniaI of tIle gofpeJ, tarnifiles the beauty 
of the greateR aaions. Courage and modeHy, merit ~nd 
humility, maj.:fty and condelcenfion, appear with ten.fold 
gl~ry, when they are unite-J; it is inlpoflible to fcparate 
them; to divide, is to dellroy them. They are like light 
and fhade in a pif\ure, which are neceffuy to each Olher, 
and which, by their union, conftitute the beauty and aug .. 
tnent the loire of the pifCe. St, true is this, that the 
higheft polilh that any perron Cat. receive in commerce 
with the world, is to have an apparent diipofition to pre
fer the intereR of others to his ~wn, to guard againfi every 
degree of offence, and to be alway~ ready to oblige. I 
have often been pleafed wiL.'l that obiervation of a foreign
er of high rank,. that \\?orldly politeneis is only an inl
perfeCl: imitation of Chriftian charity; it is nothing die 
but a ftudied appearance of that deference to the judgment, , 
and attention to the intereft of others, \\-hich a true Cllrit: 
tian hath, as the rule of his duty, and Lhe difpotition of his 
heart . 

. :1. SllfFer me to obferve, that as Chriiliall magnaninli
ty is more excellent than that of the \t]orld, it is aiio more 
praCtica91e, and, in faa, mere l111i\?erlal. ,\~ orldly mag
nanimity is what always requires [uch talents, as do not 
fall to the lot of many, an(l ruch opportlillities for its exer. 
eife, as felclom occur. The road to heroiiin is not open 
to every man. But that magnanimity, \\;hicll is the fruit 
of true religion, beillg in(lee(l tIle prodlltl of ,li\'ille grace, 
ia a virtue of the heart, and may be attained by perfons of 

~ 1"he prince ()f Con~i. 



~n talents and narrow poffcflions, and in the ftry low. 
e,l flatl(\;)s of hUm&n life. In faa, t.'lere h.\~ ~n, and 
are d~lly e~ample.i of it in ~very nnk.. "r e fee the heroic 
fo;:ituJc: of the marty~ ~s manifefl in tbofc o( e3rly ye;}rs. 
3Ilj the \\""e~ler fex, as in any ?~; and \\'hoever ,,·ill 
"i:it the foliu..'Y w~ks of hf~.. may 6nd, in the 'o"·efi fla. 
ti.)n~ humi:ity, thankfulnef~ patience under aJlli8ion, 
and fubnliBion to Prc,"idence, fuch as would do honor to 
the mon approved virtue, and the Inoft enlightened mind. 
·ro defpiie ~s, •• ld reflnin the ulotions of envy and 
iml-'-'tienc~ in a needy fta~ is perhaps as truly nobie as 
to improve them wifely in a higher. 

Thus the Donor which is chiefly defirab1e, is equaUy 
open to the rich and to the puor, to the learned and to the 
unlearned. to the wife and to the unwife, u it come til 
from GOO, who is no refpc&:r of ~rfOR$. One of the 
ben and happieR effeCts of fc:riQus refteaion is, to bring 
us, in a great lnafilrt, a1l upon a level; as, indeed, in 
one moll impona.~t rei~l .. the magiftratc with his robes. 
the fcholar with his learning, and the day-!aborer that 
Rands unnoticed, are aU upon the fame footing-for ,,·c 
muft all appear betore the judgment-feat of Chrift. 
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STUDENrrs OF THE SENIOR CLASS, 

On the Lord's Day precedil1g CCJ1nI11eli::elncl1t, 

Septelnber 23, 1 iiS. 

GENTLllfEN, 

As you have now finifhed the ufual courfe of fiudy in 
~ this place, and are to enter upon public life in a. 
variety of ways, as each fhall be determined by inclina
tion or other circumfiances, I willingly embrace the op ... 
portunity of addreffing an exhortation to you, at this im" 
portart and interefiing period of YOl1r lives. I do not 
mean to fay much, if any thing, tllat }'OU have never 
heard before, but to lay hold of your prefent fituation, 
witll [orne hOlle, tllat \Vllat. may be [aid now, will remain 
~llpon your memory, and have an illfluence up0n }~our 
future cor,dllct. rl'hat: I may flJCak \vith the greater clear. 
ners and preciiion, ] \\'ill <li\"ide \vhat 1 ha\'e to fay, into 
three brallches. I. Your dut}', to God, and the interefi of 
your fouls. 2. The proiecution of your fiudies, or the 
improvement of your talents, as members of fodety. 
3. Prudence in your commerce with the world in gene .. 
ral, YOUl' outward provHion, and other circumfiallces in 
life. 
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I. As to the tirf: of there, it is to aU men of the greateR 
moment. Some of you, I know, and more, I hope, are 
intended for the fervic~ of Chrift in tIle millifiry, To 
this we have the univerfal fuffrage, that true religion is abe 
folutely neceffary, with which I heartily agree. But I 
willi thofe. who are defiined for other employments, may 
not fometimes make a comparifoll here, unjufi: in itfelt~ 
and dangerous, perhaps even ruinous, to their own fou1s. 
Becaufe true religion is nece[ary to a minilter, and they 
are COllfcious to themfelves, or at 1eall: fufpecl t that they 
are \vithout religion; infiead of laying to 11eart the thillgS 
that belong to their peace, they only determine tllat they 
,viII foJ}o\v fome other calling. But alas! though the 
difference to the p~blic is very great, the difference to the 
perfons themfelves, feems to me but very fman. A cler
g}?lllan without religion, to be fllre is a clreadful character, 
and, when vlfible, adetefiabIe one; but truly, one would 
thillk, at the clofe of life, it will be but little comfort to a . 
man, that he nlufi go to the place of torlnent, not as a mi. 
nifier, but as a lawyer, phytician, foldier, or merchant. 
Therefore fufler me to fay to you, and to all who now hear 
me, that the care of your fouls is the one thillg needful. 
All mankind, of every rank, denomination and profeffion, 
are finners by nature. The minifiers of tile Ne\v 1'ell~
Dlent have received a commiffion to preach the gofpel to 
every creature: "He that believeth lIlall be fa\led, and 
, .. IJe that believeth not iliall be danlned." 

While I fay this, I beg of you to confider that the. advan. 
tages which you have enjoyed, will be an aggravatioll of 
your guilt, if they are unimproved. There is an equity 
as \vell as wii<'loln often to be obfervecl in the provicience 
of God. Unids rearons of fovereignty, that is, reafons 
unknown to us, prevent it, judgment will be infliCted, 
when a perfon or people is ripe for the ftroke. There
fore, as tome plants and feeds, both from their own na
ture, alld from the foil and fituatlon in Wllich tl1ev are -placed, ripen !ooner than others, fo fome perions, b'y the 
early pains taken upon them, and the privileges they have 
enjoyed, fill up the rneafure of their iniquities {ooner 
than others, and are more fp~edily overtakeu with clcierv. 
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od vengeance. There are many common fayings that 
are the effeels of error and prejudice; for exampk, that 
which YOll will be told by many, that the chi1dren of gotxl 
men a1"'~ as bad as any. If this is intended to infinuate 
that a regular and pious education affords no ground to 
hope for good behaviour in after life, it is at once contrary 
to reafon and experience. But if we fhould ~ay that when 
young perfons pioufiy educated, burn reUraining bonds 
afunder, and are {educed illto vicious courres, they com
monly run failer and farther than others, it is a certain 
faa, which may be eafily accounted for, and affords all 
importam: inftruCtion to all. 

After intreating you to lay religion to heart, I mull be .. 
feech }90U to guard againfi being too eafily iatisfied in a 
matter of infinite moment. Do not tllillk it enough to 
be prudent, cautious, or decent in your condut1, or to 
attain a cllaracter formed 11pon \vorldly pril1ciples, and 
governed by worldly motives. 1 am not againil (as you 
all know) introducing every argument againft fin, and 
fllewillg you tllat loofe pratlices are ruinous to name, body 
ar.c, ellate. Neither is it wrong that you fhould fortify 
every piolls reiolutivll by the addition of thefe Inoti\'es. 
But alas! the evil lies deeper. "Except a man be born 
" again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. " rl'rue 
religion mufi arife from a clear an(} (Jeep conviCtion of 
your loft nate by nature and praCtice, and an unteigned 
reliance on the pardoning mercy and falltiit)'ing grace ()f 

Goel. 
Suffer me, upon this fubjetl, earneftly to recommencl 

to all that fear God, to appl}' thernfel\'c:s fronl their earlieft 
youth, to the exerciies of piety, a life of prayer and com· 
munlon \\rith Go(l. 1'11is is the [ouree fi-om whicll a real 
Chriftian nlu{l derive the fecret COlllfort of his heart, and 
which alone will give beauty, confifiency, and uniformity, 
to an eX~lnl)lar}7 life. "l'he rcaion \\'hy I ha\'e nlentioned 
it on this occafion is, that youth, when the fpirit;i are lived 
1y and the affections vigorous an\., thong, is the feafon 
when this habit mult be formed. There: are advantag<:3 
and cliliulvantages attending every fiage of life. An agc·J 
Chriftian will naturally grow all prudence. vigilance, ule-
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rulnefs, attention to the courfe of providence, and rub .. 
jeClion to the diville \~·ill, but wil11eldoln attain to great. 
er fervor of affeCtion, allu life in diville \\·orfhip, than he 
bad been accufiOOltJ to fro In his early years. On the 
contrar}~, he \vill generally fee it necefiary inflead of trufl: .. 
ing to occafional i 'Ii pulfi;s, to guar(l aIld ftrengtllen t!lC 
habit by order and form. 

Be conlpanio11s of thenl that fear God.. Efieem them 
al\va}l~ moit highl}T, al1d {hun, as a COlltagious )kfiilence, 
the locitt}" llot OIl]}' of loo[e perions, but of thofe efpe
cialJy W:lonl }70U ptrceive to be illfecled \\~ith the princi
ples of infi,lt:lity, or ellclnies to the pou"er of religion.---
Many of theft; are much more dangerous to pious perfons 
than open profligates. As tor thefe laii1 decency is againft 
them; the world itfelf condemns them; reafgn defpifes 
them, and prudence 111On5 them. He muil: have a very 
lnean tatle incieed, who is capable of finding pleafure in 
dilorder and riot. If I had no higher pleafure on earth 
than in eating and drinking, 1 would not choofe to eat and 
drink with the drunken. Order, neatnels, elegance, and 
e\len moderation itfelf, are neceffa.ry to exalt and refine the 
l~leafures of a fenfual life. Therefore I will not allo\v 
Jl1yfelf to fuppofe, that I fhall afterwards hear of any of you 
roaril1g and [wearing in taverns, or 'vafiing your bodies 
and efiates by lewdnefs and debauchery, or that you take 
plearure in thofe who do fOe But be eipecially careful to 
avoid thofe who are enemies to vital piety, who do not 
prettlld to fpeak dire8ly againlt religion, but give every 
-vi!e l1ame tlle~'f call tllillk of to all \V}-10 fcenl to be in ear-.' 
nell on that fubjea, and Vilify the exercifes of religion, 
ulldcr the natnes of \vhini!lg J cant, grinAlace, and llypocri-
1)7. There are otten llnl"ial)pily fllcceisful in making forne 
ui1callti.otlS 1)trlo11S afllanleu of their Redeemer's l1ame, 
11is trllths , his la\\ys, 11is 1)eop1e, al1d 11is crofs. 
. I tleed har(}l}, ol)ferve, tllat tllis is not to be unclerfiooo 
;\~ recOmtl1tl1<.lit1g l)llarifaical pricle at1d fupercilioufnefs; 
far fefs, a rafh and prefumptuous judging of the fiate of 
{)thers. It 1S not onl\' la\vful, btlt Ollr dllt,T, to llave a free . ~ 

r'()n-llnlltlication \vitll Olir fel1o\v .. cil!ZeI1S, for tIle I)Urpofes 
nf facial life: it is not only Iawfu!, but our duty to bcs 
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conrteotls, an~l to give every proper evidence of refpe8: 
and attention to ottlers, accor(ling to their rank and place 
in Jociety. \.\T:iat I mean to caution }-Oll againil is. an 
unnecetTary, voluntary intercourle, fuch as has inclination 
for its motive, amI plel.fure for i!s o:~ea. '\'ith r.::fpetl: 
to this, \\'e need not hefitate to t:~)', \\~ith thl! infi)i reel 11ro-
p!let, " He that walketh with wife men {hall be wife, but 
,. a com panion of fools lhall be ddlroyed." 

. II. I come now to fpeak a little upon the proft!cution of 
your fiudies, and the improvement of your talents. Your 
education in a icminary of learning, is only intc:ndetl to 
give you the elements and firfi: principles offdence .. \,thich 
filould whet }'our apl)etite for more, an(} '4lhich \\pill ena
ble you to proceed with an affured hope of fuccels. It hath 
been generally a favorite point with mc, to recommend 
the UIlion of piety allc} literature, and to guartJ yOlltlg per
fons againfi the 'oppofite extremes. ,~,. e fee fometifTl~S 
the pride of unfanaified knowledge do great injury to re
ligion; and 011 the other hand, \\'e find fome perf 0115 of 
teal piety, defpifing human learning, and difgracing the 
mofl: gioriotlS truths, b}T a meannefs and indecenc}~ llard. 
ly fufferable in their manner of handling them. On thi! 
account, indufiry anel application toftudy, is of the utnlofl: 
inl}lortance to thofe who are intended for the office of the 
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But I have it furthe,· in view, to recommend to you aU, 
without exception, a life of diligence and appiication. 
Avoid floth, as a dangerous enemy . Fear it, hate it, and 
defpife it. It is a common faying, that men do not know 
their o\vn \veaknefs; but it is as true, and a trutll nlore 
important, that they do not know their own firength. I 
defire that yOJ will recei\7e the following information fronl 
me, whieh I dare fay, every perron of judgment and ex
perience will confirm, that multitudes of mouerMe capa
city have been ufeful in their generation, refpetled by the 
public, and fuccefsful in life, while thofe of fuperior ta
l~nts from nature; by mere flothfulnefs and idle habits, or 
ie1f.indulgence, have lived ufdefs, and died contemptible. 
Th~re is aBo a difpofitian in young people, which you 
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know I have often let myfelf to oppofe, to think that 100ro, 
irregular (allies, and fometimes even viciolls liberties, are 
a fign of fpirit and capacity. The very contrary is the 
truth. It requires no genius at aU to do mifchief. Perfons 
of the greaten ability have generally been lovers of order. 
Neither is tbere any inflance to be found, of a man's kf· 

riving at great reputation or ufefulnefs, be his capacity 
wllat it might, ,~ithout 1.ndufir}' and application. 

Sutter me! here, in a particular Dlanner, to recommend 
to you a firmneJs of mind, and fieady perfc:verance, as of 
the utmon moment to your progrefs and fuccefs. \Vhat
e\·er a man's talents fro!n nature nla}7 be, if Jle apply him
felfta\vhat is not clltoget!ler unfuital)le tothem, and holds on 
with fleadinefs and uniformity, hewiUbe ufefuland bappy; 
but if he be loc!e and volatiie, impatient of the flownefs of 
things in their ufual courie, and !hifting from projeCl to 
proje8, he will probably be neither the one nor the other. 

I am fomewhat "t a 10Cs what to fay, as to charaCter 
and reputation; yet it is fo important a point, that it muO: 
not be omitted. rrrue reli;;on fhould furni1h you with a 
higher.and i)!>bler principle to gO\'c:rn your condutl:, than 
the defire of applaufe from Dlen. \.,.. et, ill fubordination 
to what ought to be the great purpofe of life, the approba. 
lion of the fupreme Judge, there is a jufl and laudable am· 
bition to do what is praife. wonh}? among mel\. This ought 
not to be extinguillted in tIle IlliIl(is of }90uth; being a 
powerful fpur and incitement to virtuous or mufirious ac
tions. A truly good man will ieek no praife but by ho
neft means, and will be fuperior even to difgrace itfelf, if 
brought upon him by adherellce to his dut},- Yet he will 
alfo be tender and cart:ful, not to give jun C1Ure to any to 
impeach his conduCt. It I might be permitted to direCt 
your views upon this fubjeCt, I would fay, (l)nfider that 
your charaaer is already beginning to form. Every fiep 
you take fllrther in lite, will both afcertain anti fpread it. 
VOlI ought alfo to be illformed, that not\vithftatlding all 
the hackneyed complaints of the partiality and cenfcriouf. 
11efs of the \varl(l, a nlall's real cilaracter, ill l)oint of abili
ty, is ll(,~er miftaken, and but seldom in pi>int of morals. 
-rhat there are many malicious and cenforious perrons, I 

I 
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&glee: but lies are not hilf fo durable as truth. There is 
an impartiality in a dufFufi,·e public .. which will fht"w itfelf 
",-here means of information are afforded to it. Therefore 
re\'erence the j\ld~ment of nunkind without idoli:l;n~ it. 
Be as cautious as poffible to do nothin~ tbat deferves ctn .. 
(ure, and as little concerned as poftible what reproaches 
1I1ay fall upon yon unddt:f\-ed. It is not a contradittion. 
but perfe81y cOllfiflent to fay, a man fhould be tt:nder and 
even jealous of his chanaei, and yet not greedy of praife. 
There is an arni.tblenc:fs and dignity in the firfi, but a 
!Deannels and littJellc:f'S in the laft. 

Another advice, near a .. i~in to the lan, is, do as much 
as you ~an to deferve praife .. and yet avoid as much as 
poflible the: hearin~ of it. This is hut another view of the 
fame fuhjet!; and that it may be the more ufeful, :lnd my 
intentioll in it the more manitefi, I will exten(l it both to 
pnife and difpraife. \Vnen you come into public life. 
and become the objeCl:s of general attention, not only guard 
againfl filhi!lg for applaufe, and being inquifitive after 
what people thiftk or fay of. you, but avo:d knowing it as 
much as you decently cau. ~fy reafon for this is, that 
whether you will or not, you will bear 3$ much of the flan
ders of your enemies as you will bear with patience, and 
as much of the flattery of your friends, or interefied per
fons, as you will beal" with humility. Therefore, prepare 
yourfelf for both, but reek r.)r neither. Several eminent 
authors~ as YOll doubtlefs know, have given it as an ad .. 
vice to young c1erm:men, and other public fpe;:kers, to 
get a friend who is a good jud~, and intreat him to iHake 
remarks upon their compofition, carriage, delivery, 8te. 
with fid.elity. I have nothing to fay againft the goodnefs 
of the atlvice in itfelf, bllt ilt the fame time, I have no 
great conviCtion of the nece!li~}' or even the lltility of it. 
It is very feldom that advice is aiked in th\s manner, but 
with a view to obtain a compliment; and {lill feldomer 
that it is given widl fufficient freedom and impartiality. If 
any ,nan has humility and felf-denial enough to wifh to 
know his own faults, there will be little difficulty in clif .. 
covering them. Or if we couM fuppof(", there were dif. 
'-:ulty to himfelf, his enemies Of rivals, or ta1i,ath·e peo. 
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ple, though they be neither the one nor the o!her, win 
fUiJply· tilt! deica. Pt'rha!)s }'OU \\' ill think, that ill the 
firitlures of Illalice and env}?, tllere is geJlerally an acri
nlon~: that has no great tenc!etlC}' to refornl; like a rully 
knife, \\'Ilich makes a ~·er}F painful "poun(l, tl10l1gh not ve
ry deep. J agree to this fully, and yet affirm, that there 
fo much tIle nlore virtue, fa much the more \rif(!om, and 
jkrhl}Js I nlay add, fo much the more pleafure in making 
this ufe of them. 

I conclude this part of my fubjea, with aclvifing you to 
maintaill a friendfhip \\~ith Olle allother, and to carry the 

, iIltimacies of early life througl) the "rhole of it. To tllis 
I ad(l, that }90tl Ollgllt to defire alld culti\Fate the cOirefe 
pondence of men of piety and learning. ]\ian made for 
fociety, derives his chief advantages of every kind, from 
the united efforts of many COllfpiring to the fame end.
As to piety, nothing is mor... ~ffenti:tl to it, than focial 
communication. It FToperly confifis in the fllpreme love 
of God, and fervent charity to all men. The Chrifiian 
;11fo hath need of the affiftance of others in his paJfage 
tllrough this \\'orld, \l'here Ile )las fo nluch oppofition to 
enCoNnter. Thofe \\'ho deferve tllis charaCter, are faitl to 
he pilgrims and firangers in the earth. Therefore they 
ought to keep together, left they lofe their way. They 
comfort each other in d (firers, they allifi each other in 
doubts and difficulty .. the" embolden each other by their 
exanlple, and tiley affill t!ach other by tlieir pra}"ers. 

1'his is no lefs the cafe in refpeEt to literature. It has 
been obfen·ed, that great and eminent men have gene. 
rally, in every nation, appeared in c1ufiers. The reafon 
of this probably is .. -that their fociety and mutual inter
courfe greatly adds to their improvement, and gives force 
an{) \'igor to tIle talents \\·hich they nla}' feveraily poirefs. 
Nothing is fo powerful an incitement to diligence, or fo 
killclles tIle befl fort of am',bition, as tIle friell(lfllip, a(lvice, 
and affillance of Olen of learning and worth. 1'he appro
bation of 01le fuell, is of Inore value to, a no111e nlillll, thaIl 
])eals of applauic from all ll11difcerlling mlJltitude. lle. 
fides: the affifia nee \\' hich men of letters gi \-e to each othe r, 
is really neceffary in the execution of particular works of 
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~at compafs and utility. If it is by the labors of prece
ding ages, that it is now poffible in one lite to attain to fucft 
a degree of knowledge as we have fometimes teen, fo it 
is by the concurrence of many fric=nds lending their affil: 
tance, tllat one man has been fometillles able to l)refent to 
the public, a fytlem of fcic:nce, which, without that aid, 
he alor~e \rould ha\·e ill \'aill attempted to l>rillg to perfec
tion. There is no circumfiance \vhicll tllTO\VS tJlis 
ile\v countr}' fo far back in }loillt of fciellce, as the \\·ant 
ef public libr:uies, where thorough refearches might be 
nlade, alld tIle fillall nllmher of learned Inen to aflill in 
making refcarches praaicable, eafy or complete. 

III. The Ian head on which I promifed to give you my 
advice, was pru(lt:nr;e in }:Otlr conlnlunication \\~ith the 
\\1orld in general, }your outward provifion and other cir
cunlflances tllat concluce to the hal)pi~lefs and conlfort of 
life. On this lubjeCt, I begin with what 1 have often re
comtne!lue(l to )"ou, frllgalit}, in tIle management of )·our 
a[iirs, order and exaClnefs in }7our drefs, furniture, books, 
and keeping of accompts. Nothing could be further from 
nly milld tllan to reConlmend the teml}er or condutt of 
avaricioilS anen, \\1Phofe fordid fouls llav~ no higher ambi
tion, and indeecl, llardly any other (lefire than that of get
ting pelf. rrl1is is 110t only unbecoming a gentlenlan and 
a fcholar, but, in my opinion, wholly inconfifient with 
the charaCter. I l1ever kne\v an infiance of a perioIl in 
whom this difpofition took place in early life, that f.ould 
~p?ly to flu(~y, or t}lat became eminent in ally thing that 
\ras good. 1'he oppofite vice is the COl11111on fault of J~outh, 
and it =s againil this I would caution you. The frugality 
I would recommer~d, is that of an independent mind, 
that fears and fcorns fubjt!ftion til others, and remembers 
the jt::l faying of SOlOn"lOll, that l.!>e borl·0w~r is SCrVl.1nt to 
tbe lender. That frugality which arifes from on.1er and 
reconomy, is not only cOllfifient \Villl, but it is the paretlt 
of liberality of fentiment and generofity of condua. It 
is indeed the fource of beneficerlce, for no man can beftow 
out of an empty purfe. On the other hand, covetoufnefs 
and profufion are by no rncans repugnant to each other; 
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and indeed they are reore frequently joined than many 
apprehend. The firi8ure of SaIJufi: in the ch:uaCler of 
CatfIine, al;mi (JP~ttns, sui profusus, has been often ci. 
teO, and may ~ef}eralJy be applied to loofe and profligate 
Jivers. I hope theretore you will learn lktimes to ditiin. 
guifh between the virtue and the vice, and to adhere to 
the one as muc~ as you defllife the other. 

I \vill make an oblervati~n here, \\rhich may be applied 
not only to the difiinClion of charaCler in this lnfiance, but 
in almofi every nther that has been, or 1haH be mentioned. 
It \\,ill be much }'our intereft, if you Jearn betirrJes to 
make not a hally but a cleliberate an(1 C:llldid judgment, 
when you infer charatler from appearances. The habits 
.of life '\lllicll men contratl:, give a bias to their opinion~ 
ancl {:ven a tinCl:urc to their converfation and phrafeology. 
Perfons inclined to levity and diffipati:n, will often aicribe 
to covetoufnefs, what arifes irom ~'ery different caules. I 
ha\'e known, even in youth, a perfon declitling to en· 
~age in a party ofpleafure, accufed by his companions as 
l1lear. and fneaking, and afraid of his purfe, \vhen, in rea .. 
lity, it was not that he !oved money more, but pleafure 
leis. It may fometim~s ~~~pen, that a perron of principle 
will fee it proper to decline meetings of fdiivity, though 
not direCtly finful, as an uuneceffary wafie of time, or 
from rome other circunlfiance to him dangerous and en· 
foaring. I llave alfo ft'en perfons more advanceti in years, 
who from a habit, perhaps a neceffary habit of firia tern. 
perance, and ,retired manner of life, were very fparing of 
perfonal expence, ane) even not much (lifpofed to focial 
intercourfe, and therefore calle,] clore or co\:etous, and 
yet \\Then applied to, for pious or char:table purpofes, 
would be much more liberal than others of an oppofite turn 
of mind. Obfervatinns perteCtly fimilar might be made 
llpon the oppofite charaCter of liberality. It is not every 
kind of opennefs of heart that indicates prolufion. Vv'e 
are told by Solomon, Provo xi. 25. "rrhat the liberal 
" fl)ul {hall be made fat," and by the prophet Ifaiah, }fa. 
xxxii. 8. " That the liberal defireth liberal things, and 
," b}T liberal things he fIlall be efiabliilie(l." Froll1 thefe 
(,..ontrafted remarks, I i.nfer, that as it i~ feIdf>m ntceffar,. 
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to judge Fere.mptOTily of others, fo forbearance and the 
moll charitable allo\vance, is botl, our duty and intereft. 

In the next place, I recommend to you, humility of 
heart and meekllefs of carriage. I cOllfiJer in this place, 
the grace of humility as a \"irtu~ efpecially ferviceabJe to 
your earthly comfort. I confider and mean to treat it as 
a maxim of worldly prudence. The fcripture feems to 
point it out as peculiarly neceffary for this purpofe, and 
to annex the promife of earthly happinefs to the pra8ice 
of it: l\Iatth. v. 5. "Bleffecl are the meek," fays our Sa .. 
\'iour, r.' for tiley {hall inherit the earth. " I \vould lID

clerftand him as faying, every good lnan lhall inherit the 
kingdom of heaven, but thofe who ex~d in meeknefs, filall 
of all others have comfilrt on earth. III many different 
vie\vs, we may fee the propriet}7 of this connexion. No. 
thin6 i3 more offenfive to others, than a proud, affuming 
manner. It not only magnifies every fault, but vitiates 
even good conduct. It is not only odious to virtuous per
fons, but it is equally, if not more fo, to thole Wh.l arc 
wiLhout principle. Some vices recommend a .nan to the 
vicious in the fame line, as one drunkard is pleafed with 
the fight of another; but nothing is fo hateful to a proud 
man, as another of the fame charaCter, nor is off(:ncc 
fooner given or taken than between thofe, who in this re
fpeet, perfeCtly refemble one another. This vice is not 
only odious to perfons of underfianding and refleCtion, 
but to the moli. ignorant, being as eafily pel'cdved as it is 
univerfally hated. 

The moral virtue of rneeknefs and condefcenfion, is-• 
the beft ground work even of worldly politen6is, and 
prepares a man to receive that polifh, "'hiell makes his 
behaviour generally agreeable, and fits him for intercourfe 
with perfons in the higher ranks of life. The fame vir. 
tue, by the compc[ure and ielf-r.ommand that aCCOlllpa. 

nies it, enables a mau to manage his affairs to ad vantage, 
in whatever cClllling he may be engaged, or in whatever 
nation he may be placed. A good fhopkecper is com
monly remarkable for this quality. People love to go 
where they meet with good words and gentle treatment; 
whc:reas the peevifll and petulant may be i~\!d to have a 
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n~pening quality about them, that will not fufi"er any bo .. 
dy t:o approach thenl. 

To complete the whole, meeknefs of fpirit is as ufeful 
to a man's felt~ as meeknefs of carriage is acceptable to 
otllers. The nleek fuffer much lefs frOln tIle unavoillable 
eviJs of Jife, ~han tllOft: of a COlltrary (lifpofition. l\iany 
crofs accidents of tIle lefs importa,.t kind, are in a Dlanner 
annihilated when they are borne with calmnefs. The 
injtlry they do us, is not owing half fo mu.cll to their 
weight G:" f,=,vp.rity, as to the irritability of t~1f.'own minds. 
It is evitlent tllat the fame difpofition mull !;. _at]y allevi
ate ca)alnit_es of a heavier kind; and from analogy you 
nlay perceive, that as it mitigates the farrows, it multiplies 
and ad(ls to the fweetnefs of the COillforts of life. A mo:. 
derate portion, gives greater fatisfaClion to the 11umble and 
thank; ul, than the moft am pIe poffeffions to the proud 
and illlpatient. 

Nearly allied to the above virtue, is the government 
of your pafiions, and therefore of this I {hall fay but little. 
Everyone muil be fenfible how important it is, both for 
the fuccefs of your worldly callings, and you~ ufefulnefs 
in public life, to have your paffions in due fubjeaion. 
l\;len of furious and ungoverned tempers, prone to excefs 
in attachment and refentment, either as to perfons or 
things, are feldolll fllccefsful in their purfuits, or refpeCted 
and u/eful in their nations. Perfons of ungoverned pz.f. 
fio~s, are almo!l alwaY'1; fickle a-nd changeable "in their 
meai'ures, which is of all things the moil fatal to important 
undertakings. Thefe generally require time and patience 
to bring them to perfection. As to public and political 
life in particular, the neceffity of felf government is fa 
great, an(l fo llniverfally ackll0wle(lgecl, tllat it is ufual to 
impute it in eminent men, not to principle, but to ad. 
dreis and l)olicy. It is commollly faiel, t11at politicians 
11ave no puffions. \Vithout inquiring into this, I fhall 
only fay, that whatever truth may be in it, is frill in favor 
of my argument. rfhe hypocrify does honor to the vir
tue. If the appearance be to nece[ary or fo ufeful, what 
mull be the value of the reality? 



i \vili h~:-~ take ~n Orl)ortu:lit)· of confuting, or :It lelft 
~()rrt:ain~ a C<.' .tmon !Jyil'~ or pro\>erbial {~ntiment, 
many of which lIldced thlt obt~· n bdicf in a biinl!::d 
\~ ').-1\.1, ar~ tlntflillg t'llt f,tlit cololtritlg allu (leception. It 
is u~i.lal to fay, in (kfence of fllddcl! and vioient pamon, 
that ii: is better to fl)cak fret:ly and OIJellly, tha'l to Ilarbor 
alltl co~"er iecrct 11~art nlalice. Perhaps I nligllt ad. 
mit tl1at t!lis \\-ouILI be trlle, if the in\\'ard rage \vere to be 
as violent, and cotltinlle as long, a!.\l returll as often, as 
indulgetl l)afIion. E\-er}· perlcn mull agree, tllat \V11er:e
"t!.r there is a l1=ep and !afiing hatre(l, that never forgets 
nor forgives, but \vaits for tIle opportunity of \~engeance, 
it (1elerves to be conficlerell as a temper trul}Y infernal. 
Hut in moll illfiances of offence bet\\'een man ancl man, 
to rearalll the tongue is the ,vay to govcrll the heart. If 
you do not make mention of an iajury, you 'will tI uly and 
fpeedily forgive it, and perhaps literally forget ~t. rage 
is ill this refpeCl: like a fire, ~f a vent is given to it, it \viII 
lt1Create and fpread, \vl1ile there is fllel to confutne, but 
if YOtl can confille aIlcl fiifle it, YOli ,w~1ill COl11pletel)' ex
til1gtlifh i:-. . 

To the government of ~he paffions fucceeds ~he govern
rnel1t of tile tOllglle. Tllis illdeed ,viII in a great meafure, 
be tIle effeCt of the former, a11d therefore is recoJnmended 
11Y all the fame argulnents, }yet it deferves very particu
Jar attellt~on, [eparatel}' as a maxim of prudence. There 
are great inclifcretions in fpeech, that do not arire frOln 
raffion, but from illattention and want of judgm~nt as to 
the I)ro11riety of time al1(1 place, antI indeed many otller 
fourees. I would therefore carnefily recommend to you, 
to habituate yourfdvcs to refiraint in this refpect, efpeci. 
ally in the early part of life. "B\; fwift to hear," fays 
St. J'l~~es, H and How to fpeak." Forwardnefs in fpeech 
is ahrays thought an affuming thing in youth, and in pro
mifcuoas companions, is often confidercd as an infult, as 
·~\'el1 as an inclifcretio11. It is very coml110n for t11e world 
in geneitd, antI fiiH more fo for men of judgmen~ and 
penetra~ion, to form an opinion of a ch~raa~r on the 
\vhole, fr()n1 [olne one clrcllmfiance, an~l I thin!.;: there 
".re le\v t1'itlgS 111"1-e t1r)!')··""·"h1p ~n .l ... ~~ .. 'V,.,v t'1"n ~ t"l'~"'· t 1 . ... • ~, •••• , , ,.I. ,. ...,. \. .. j • v ~.... ," to .. "" t\4 
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tive difpofition. If the firfi time I am in company, efpe. 
cially witll a YOtlng man, he talks ir~ceffantl}7 arld take~ 
tIle whole converfation to llimfe]t~ I thaI] harc.l)}~ b\! brought 
to ha\'e a gOO({ Opillion of Ilinl, \\-hether what lle h'lyS be 
good or evil, rente or nonfenfe. 1'11ere art! fom~ perf OIlS, 

who, one might fay, give a\\'ay fo mllell \vifdlJffi ill their 
fpeech, that they leave none behind to govern their ac· 
tions. 

But the chief daflG'er of an ungoverned tongue, is, that 
it killdlts tile fire "f contentioll alllol1g ot)lers, and makes 
enemies to a ulan's felf. Solonl0n fa)iS, 'l \\Tllere no tale
" bearer is, tIle firife ceafeth." A little ex l)erience \viII 
fhew you, how unfafe it is to tlfe much tj-eedom in fpeech 
with abfent perfons. In that cafe you put YOllrfelf whol .. 
1y in the pO\ver of thore that hear you, and are in danger, 
not only from their treachery or malice, but from their 
mifiakes, ignorance and imprudence. Perhaps it would 
be too rigid to fay, that you ought never to fpeak to a 
man's prejudice in his abrerlce, \\1hat }'OU would be Utl

willing to fay in his prefence. Some exceptions to this 
rule, might eafily be conceived. But both prudence and 
candor require that you fhouJd be very referved in this re
fpeCl, and either adhere ftriCtly to th~ rule, or be fure 
that good reafons wi!l jufiify a departure fram it . 

. This win be a very proper place to give you fome di
]'eC1ions, as to the mon proper condua, when YOll fuIrer 
from the tongues of others. rvlany aDd grievous are the 
cOin plaillts of ~vhat n1el1 furrer frolll the en\'el10nled flJafts 
of envy and malice. And there certainly is a {hong dif. 
polition in {olne to invent, and in many to believe flan. 
derous falfehoods. The prevalence of party, in religion 
or p01itics, never fails to produce a plentiful crop of this 
poi!onous weed. One of the molt important rules upon 
this fubjeCl: is, that \\'~en an accufation is in any degree 
well- founded, or fl.lfpicious appearances have given any 
occafion for it, the firH duty iz to reform what is really 
,vrong, and keep &t a cliflance from the difputecllimit. 

'This will bring good out of evil, and turn an injury 
into a benefit. But in cafes, as it may often happen, 
when the Hamler is perkCtly grouuole[s, I hold it to be 
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j(l general the beft way wholly to uefpife it. Time and 
the power of truth, will of themfelves do jufiice in almoll 
every cafe of this kind; but if you fhewan impatiellct: un· 
der it, a difpofition to refent it, or a folicitude to refute it, 
the far greaten part of mankind will beli~ve it not the lef:a, 
but the more. If fl.tnder were a plant or an animal, I 
.vould fay ~t was of d vt:ry ftrange nature, for that it would 
very eafily die, but could not eafily be killed. It diJco~ 
vers a greatnefs of mind, and a confcious dignity, to de~ 
{pife flanders. which of itfdf commands refptt1 j whereas 
to be tither ofiended or difireffed by them, fhews Ii weak
nefs not amiiil)le, \vhether the acctlfation be trlle or falr~. 

rrhis rule I (10 not fay is wholly \vithout exceptioll. 
There nlay be cafes where vindic~lions may be necefiary 
and eff~aual, but tiley are not many. And I tllink lIla ve 
feen in tIle courfe of Iny life, reafon to make the follo\ving 
diftinCtion. If the accufation or flander be fpeciaJ, and re
late to a particular faa, fixed by time, place and other 
circumfiances, and if it be eitller \\1holly falre, or effential. 
1y mifiaken ill its nature ancl tendency, the matter may
be explain~d, and juftice may be done. But if it be a ge
neral cllaraCl:er, that happens to be imputed to a man, he 
ought to attem pt no refutation of it, but by conduCt: the 
JllOre lle cOlnplaills of it, tIle more 11e ~peaks of it, tI1e more 
he denies it, it will be the more believed. }'or example~ 
ifit be affirmed that a man fpoke protanely in a certain 
COnl[Jln)', at a certain place aild tinle, when l)e was not 
prefent at all, it may be eafiiy and completely refuted; 
but if he is accuiecl of being proud, contentious, covetous, 
or deceitful, although there accufations are pretended to be 
fupported by a train of faCts, it is better to let them wholly 
alone, and fuffer his conslutl to fpeak for itfelf. There 
are infiallces in hillory, of accufation$ brought with much 
~)iautibility, and urged with great vehemence, which yet 
have been either from the beginnin~ difbelieved, or by 
time confuted; which occafioned the Latin proverb, Mag~ 
lW est veri/as et prcevalt'bit. 

All the above-mentioned particuhrs may be faid to be 
the happy effects of wifc.lom and benevolence united; o\' 
r,~ther, perhaps, ir~ the light ill which they have been fia.-



ted to you, tl1{,Y :!ore d:icfly th~ p:"op~r fr~:::!: cf :~~t u'it: 
dom which is" profitabI:: to dir:tt." But I mdi add 
another 3llvice, \\"lith is :~l~ imlne~li~t~ e1f,tt of bcne,·o .. 
lence and good,\,-ill; tn:lt is, b~ r-~J(!:-. to :lfllii c!i~ers_ ;lnd 
do good as you have opportunit)9. ..~s e,'"ery thing is !ia
ble to be abllfe(l, fonletitll~stl~e ma:x:ims of prudence take 
a wrong diretlion, and dole the heart a~~inli impreffions 
of fymI):lth}:'" and tentlerneis to\\'art1s otllcrs in difiTefs. 
Sometioles indeed, the coo]lleJs 3ncl cOlnpc:ure of fp!rir, 
and that Jelt:comman(), \\·h~ch is the ~f:ccl of rcectlicn 
and e3perience, is nliiiaken fer a c31!c~lS a::d u::!ee!ing 
heart, though it is a ''"ery'" u~E~re:lt tjlin~. '1'0 t::\-e \,-ay 
to the agitation of paffiOl).,. e\"en un(l~r the fir~efl teelillgs, 
is the way to prevent, inftead of rrmnot:n~ uf~fulnds. ..:\ 
parent o\"er,,-helmed \\'"ith itlrpri!e a~l,l :t11xiet) .. , ::t :\ :::t
lamitollS accident tIlat has l)~t~,llen ~ cni)(1.. iilaIl 11e :!lCa

pable eitiler of refleCtion Oa- :lai\"it:l~ aT:\} {hall fcn:e!:r-1cs 
even need the i.lffirlance which he ot!~ht to gin:. Hut in
dependently of this. thCiC are ccr:'linly fome perions \~'ho 
contraCt a }~3bit of in~!iITercnce as to t;.e \\"ants or (lefircs 
of ('!hers, anc} are not '\~iIJin~ to ptlt then1j~)\·Cs to dily 

inconvenience, unld's their own p;:trticula.r C(i.ucerns InJ}" 

be promote(l at the lame t;m~. 
In oppofition to tllis, 1 Olea,l to reC(.mnltiltl to }"vll a 

difpofition to oblige, not merely by ci\'il t:~prdTtchs) and 
an aifJble deportment, but by t~~king a real intcrcft in the 
affairs of othc!TS. Be llot un\\'il1ill~ to lelltl \-v~:r :-,{l\"ic~~, 

~ .. 

YOllr afllfiallc~, )"our illteret!, to tllof~ tll~t 11e~~! th~m~ 
1" r h t" ..~ ... f~ 1 llOle \" 0 Clnnot par~ pC(,tltl::ir~· atJllt~lnce .. i11:l~~ l.Q :11:1-

n v a~l..s of \·~lu~l\le fr' '1""1" ,) f~\: l' L~t e\-en" I' '" ·I~l... '"''''- r. .'l.~ _' \..l ., .,~. "- ~tl &1-1-. '- • -\. b'.""'-,h I h -'-
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!Hl pertin~ciouflr en triHes; ~:;1d if yetI liH! to cL:~in c;-~-
dit and influence .. let them be employed to ~ffii1 t~c :.::-:
ierving of en:ry cI.!:s. If you unJ~rt~ke tc de the: ! ... ~f:r.\:::: 
of otllers attellJ to it \, .. ;t}" t~'h~ rl"'p fi·l~'l;·'- ~I"'·~ it' t,,,f;i. , ~ .. .. ... ~ ~..... " ..... '" .. ,.. -' .. " " .~. , .' , .. , 
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But in my cpini('In, the!~ ccmp!~:n~~ ~:~.:: C0:~:r~:-y y) 
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perfvns bvth u;1~~tt'ful ~:ll1 unj·)!l; h:l~ i~ ~~~ world in 
~ner.ll, there w!ll be found a cJ~~rne~~ 0: (!:~~'~rnn~~ n:. 
3nd an c~:aallcis of retriolltio". Our ~~t\·!f'l!r t::!!:; l:~. 
with n:fpeCl to one Lmh, t!l,lt of l~\fh ju~L~:n;-~ what j:; 

equaHy true as to injuries of e\"ery kin:.!, .. \\i~h what nlt:J
" fure ,"e mete, it 11)~!1 lle tneaftlrctl to }·OU l~aill; ~ood 

• 
"mc~,rure, rr~irC:lI (l()\\'"!l, 311tl 111ak~il to~e:!:fr, aI1'! rlll1-

C\ nin:r O\-t4~. i~lalllnell ~i\"~ iiltO '\'"our OO:'0111.,J L~~~c \"j. 38. 
('\ # •• ) .,. 

rl'his, ill nl)' O!lill!O;), ln~y· a :1(1 Otl~!:t to b~ ul1derllo(){1 
both \\'"a:'s • .i\s tl1e c!lurliil1 Kab~~l gCllt;r~!!)· n1~C!S ,\-ith Jlis 
m:.tch, fo perfOtlS of a Jlllnit\11~ all{] friell\lly~ difpofition 
fhall re:ip tl!c frllits of it to thenl or theirs. The truth is, 
tl.e tli!llOiltion itfelf is not ill its perfeCtion, l1l1t ",11ell there 
is nl) r~g:lrcl to ali illll11eJiltf: re:t-:JfJl. If )"011 gi\-c, )ookirlg 
ior a fpeell)· reCOlllptnft:., it is l1ct ~!\~!:1.:~ !)t!t feliillg. \'P 0\1 

may, however, ftl.ldy trufi to the proll,ii~ of God: "Call 
u thy bread upon the! wattrs, for thou fiuit find it after ma
l' n\." t!a,·s. " Ecc]. xi. I. . .. 

I ila,"c kno\\-n nlallY il!il:lnces of ki!ld11~ifes tI1at \,-ere 
~otJl reI11en.l1ere(1 :ltld reqllitetl, :lfter t!~e~· IlJ.d been long 
forgcaen by him who bctiowed. th~m. Nay, fometimcs 
t~~e}· nl~~J be rep3ill ifl another geJ1eratil'n. It is no in
(0l1!i~!era~)!~ Iegac)' for 3 n1an to t~a\re to his children, that 
1~~! 11:h.l ~tl\\·a)"s beetl a friend to others, al1(1 ne\·er refuteu 
IllS affiii;lllce to tho1e \\-ho fiocel in 11e~ll of it. 

I~ \\·:11 nut be an in1prcper l)]~.ce J!crc to introdllce a 
ie,,:" words upon a fuhjett, which Jus been often handled by 
\rTiters of tile firfl cl,\is: I lIlea'1 pri\~:tte friell(l!llip. Some 
\rri:ers a~~i:)n religion, have t:audi~.9 m~J~ it an objetlion 
:t~~~a:llf! (.:t1riilianit}", tllJt ': l!0eS llf'! r~CGlnnletl(1 IJri \'ate 
fr:el!\.i:il i 1), or tIle lo\'e of Olir c O~lnt!'"y·. If tllis \\-cre true, 
it \rouIll lle 110 fault, l)ec~ui~ f!le U11!\'erlj! l)cnevolence 
r~c(\qlmen(led l1}' tIle go!I)el., il~C!lll!tS all l)ri\9;tte afTec
tio:~s., \rilel} tIle)' are cOlliiIle!it \\' :lJl it, arlll is far {llpe. 

r~\)r to tilerll \\·11~11 t!lc\' are COlltra:i
",' to it. But in fact, 

~ . 
t~e i~nances of pri'iJ.tt! friendO!i!) r~t"ntioJl[·d :mJ alluded 
to ill !(ri}ltllrc, are ~l rUffiC!e-Ilt r(-,:0tnnlCllllltioll of it; 
;~:lll e\·Cil Ollr l)Ien~(l S .. t\liour l}i!11fc~lr is f~jJ to have (lif-
::!':lliihed the ycungeft of his diiCirJ!s with particular af
k\.~i(n. I will thcrefvre (\t'.:~lTC: \rith luett authors, 



that there is no true friendfhip, but what is roun&~d upon 
virtuous principles, and direCted to virtuous purpoles. 
To love a perfon who is not worthy of love, is not a vir. 
tue, but an error. Neither is there any llepenllance to be 
placed in trying cafes, Up311 perfons unprincipled at bot. 
tom. There never \V,lS a true frienc.l, \\'110 \\'as not ·an 
honeft man. But befides this important truth, it is fur. 
ther to be obt~rved, that there is a fpecies of fric:nllfilip 
lvhich is n~ither tOllnded 011 virtue nor vice, but nl~re 
weaknefs of mind. Some pe:"fons, having no refources in 
themfelves, are ob1iged to nave recourf~ to fome other, 
upon whom they may lean, and without whom· they feem 
as if the}' coultllleither t11ink, act, 'lor even exifi. Tllis 
fort of friendfuip is to be feen particularly in princes and 
perions of high rank, and is generally called favoritifm ; 
but the fame thin~ may be obferved in aH ranks, though, 
in the bwer, it is not fa confpicuous. \Ve may fay of it, 
that it is like fome of thofe plants that arc f::'~i!: :!dJ 1'puri. 
ous in their kitld, \vhich ha,.re fome of tIle appearallces, 
but want the mon valuable and effential qualities of thoLe 
that are geOQine. Such friendihips are commoniy con
traCted by caprice or acciderlt, ailC} uncertaill in tlleir 
duration, being liable to be diffolved by the fame me~ns~ 
)l alua.bl~ friendlhip is the refult of judgment as well as 
afft!tl:ioll; it is one of the greatefi comforts of life as well 
flS one of the greaten ornaments to human nature, and 
jts genuinenefs may be difcerned by the foHowing mark: 
that though it is particular, it is not exclufi,,·e. \Vhe!) 
there is ~ great, Lltlt virtuous attachlnent to a l)erfon \\,'}10 

tlercrves it, it \viII make a man llot lefs, but more friellclly 
~o all others, as opportunity or circumilances null call 
llim to ferve tl1Cln. 

You will perhaps be furprifed that as I have fo often 
txpreileJ a defire of your being accomplifhec.l in every re· 
ji1eCt, that I 114 \'e lieretofore f~li{l notlling or but. little 011 

that politene!s and giace in behaviour, which is fo much 
talke{l ot: atl(l \vhicll t ill fOlne late \vritillgs, 11as beell fa 
highly extolled. \Vhat has bt~e.1 already eX plained to 
you, I hope will l~ the foundation for the 1ll0rl: l()lid, 
vaJuable ai}d durable polit~nt:[s. rrilink of o~llers as re~ .. 
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fon and religion require you, and treat them as it is your 
duty to do, and you \~'ill not be far from a wel1~polifhtd be
haviour. As to any thing fllrther, that is external i1l m()(lc 
and propri~ty of c3rri~ge, it can never be learned but by 
illterCQUrte \\"ith the beft company. As to the ,,"ritillgs 
above referrecl to, tile cllief of \Vllicll are Roch~follcault~s 
Maxims, al1(1 <'~heflcrfitlll'ts Letters. I think of thenl as 
of n1al1Y otrJer free \l/ritillgs, tllat \vhen \,ie\\"ed proper1}', 
that mar he as ufeful, as by being viewed otherwife, they 
are generally pernicions. They contain a digefled lj;flem 
of hypocrify, and betray fuch pride and fe1f-rufficienc~'y 
and fuell hatre(l or contempt of Inankill(l, as may well 
be an antidote againfi tIle poiforl ",hich they mean to con
vey. Nay, one would think the publication of iuch fen· 
timents is ridiculous, becllife it is tellil1g)10l1 that tIley de
fire to be polite, and at tIle fame time that this politenefs 
confifls in taking you by the weak fide, and difplaying 
their o\vn addrefs b}7 over.·reaching yours. 

I muft alfo obferve, that fuch writers give in general. 
a very unjufi as well as difllonorable view of nature and 
mankind. I remember, indeed, Dean Swift fays, 

" As Rochefoucault 11is maxims dre\v 
(' F'rom nature, I belie\Te them true." 

What mull I fay to this t Shall I fay that he did fJot 
dra\v his maxims from nature? I \viII not, bccaufe I think 
he {litl. .f\m I obligee} then to adtnit them to be trlle? 
By no means. It is nature, but it is jun ruch a view of 
nature, as a nlan \vithout principle mufl: take. It is 
in himfdf, that aU the error and exaggeration is to be 
fou 11(1. 

Thofe who difcover an nniverfaljealoufy, and indifcri
minate contempt for mankind in general, give very lit
tle reaJon to think well of themfelves. Probably men are 
neither fo good as they pretend, nor fo bad as they are of. 
ten thought to be. At any rate, candour in ft.'ntiment as 
well as conduCt, as it is an important duty of religion, 10 
it is a \vife maxil11 for the r.orl{lu~ of life; ancl I l1elie\re 
t heie t\\'() tIl ill ITS are ver\F ic Iclo:n if ever fou l1U. eit}1<.:r j~-b ., 

pal.Hc from, or oppo(cd to each o~her. 
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The Ian a(lvice that I Illail offer you, is to p~erel've a 
f:lcre(l antI ill\:iuJdole rel"artl to fillceritv all<.l truth. Thofe o J 

,,·11011ave receivt(l tI1t·ir t:tlllC,ttioll 11ere, or at leafi \\"ho 
have completed it, Illu(l know how much pains have been 
taken to eflab;ifll tIle lllliverlal al1d tlllalterAl)le obligatioI} 
of truth. rr:lis is not 110\VeVer Inelltio!led no\v to illtro
duce the general ft,l~eC1:, or to fhew the guilt, folly and 
(lall(Ter of (lelii1erate illtere1~e:l fal!hootl, 11l1t to war11 J ou 

~ 

nrraillil tIle flll:ll!er breaches of trlltll no\v 10 ver" C{Jn1mOll, 
~ ~ 

fllCh as ,vallt of pl1ncrllality in al)poil1tmellts~ l)reach of 
promil~ in fmail matters, officious lalfhoods, that is, de
ceiving children, lit:k perions or others for their good; jo
cular (leceptiollS, \vl1icll are llot intencled to continue 
lOllg, or l)e 11)(lterially I-JUrtflll to others. Not one of t11cfe 
is \vitllout fill bt10re Gocl, antI tIley are mllch more hurt. 
ful than is commonly lilppofed. So very [acred a thing 
ill(ieetl is trt~th, that the very fllado\v of departure from it 
is to b~ avoided. Suppofe a man only to exprefs his pre
fellt IJUfl)ofc as to futurity, for examl)le, to fay Ile ,viII go 
to file:l a l)Jace to-lllOrrO\V, tl10tlgl1 tllere is no proper obli
gation gi\7ell, 110r allY ri.c:ht to require perforrnance, yet 
if he Joes fo [often, he will acquire the charaCter of levity 
ancl ullfieaclillefs, \v11icIl \vill ol)erare mucll to his difad
vantage. Let me therefore recommend to you a firia, 
tmiverfal and icrupalous regard to truth-It will give dig
nity' to YOlI!' cI1araB:er· -it \viII put orcler into your affairs; 

'it \vi]l excite the moit untlol1nded confidence, fo that 
~"lletIler your vie'\t be YOllr o\vn interefi, or tIle fervice of 
otllers, it l)rOlniies YOlI tIle mofl a[ured fuccefs. I an) al
j:) perCuaded, that there is no virtue that has a more pow
~rrlll ill11uellce IlfJOll every otIler, all(l C€rtai111y, tIlere is 
11l111e l)y \'ll-!lcll YOll catl dra\v l1e.lrer to Gael hinlfelf, \v110(e 
(ii~lin~niJl1jilg charafter is, tllat 11e ,\,rill n<rt", a11l1 11e c'an .. 
1 j t, t. J j ~~ • 
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s A G 
Being an attl'lnpl to ehoTt', that C()11trihlllil1g t~ the support oj 

(I pllOlic theatre, is illconsistcJzt u'it,'" the charaCler if a 
ffl • . 
\filrlstlul1. 

T HE reaclet will probably conjeClure, and therefore 
I do readily ackllowledge, that \vhat gave occafion 

both to the writing, and publifhing the enfuing treatife, 
\vas the new tragedy of Douglas, lately aCted in the 
tileatre at Edinburgh. This, univerfal uncontradiaed 
fame fays, is the work of a mininer of the church of 
Scotland. One of that charaCler and office employing 
his time in writing for the Uage, everyone will allow, 
is a very new and extraordinary event. In one refpecl 
neither author nor actors have fuffered any thing from 
this circunlfiance: (Qr docbtlefs, it contributed its fhare 
in procuring that run upon the reprefentation, which 
continued for feveral days. Natural curiofity prompted 
11.1al1Y to make trial, \\·!1elher tllere \vas 3n}p (lifference 

V Of .• III. Q. 
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between a play written by a clergyman, and one of ano. 
ther author. AntI a concern of the fate of fuch a perron 
excited the zeal and diligence of friel1dst to (10 all in their 
po\ver to procure a full lloufe, tllat tile bold adventurer 
might be treate(l "lith refpeCl: and !10nor. 

Some refolutions of the preIhytery of ]~dinburgh feem 
to tllreaten, that public notice will be taken of this autll0r 
alld his affociates by their fuperiors in the church. 
'''-hether this \vil) be carried on, and if it be, \Vllether 
they ",ill be approve(l or cenfured; and if the la1l, to 
\vhat (legree, I pretend 110t to forete1. Bllt one th~.ng 
is certain, that it hath b,~tn, and \viII be, tIle fubjeCt of 
much thought and converfation among the laity of all 
ranks, and that it mull: have a very great influence upon 
the fiate of religion among us, in this part of the nation. 
rrhat this influ~nce will be for the better, thougll I refolve 
to examine the fubjea with aU impartiality, I confefs, I 
lee little ground to 110pe. rrhere is no cloubt tllat 
it \viII be condemned by the great J)lurality of thofe who 
go by the appellation of the flriCler fort. With tl1eln, it 
will bring a great reproacll \lpon the c11urch of Scotlantl, 
as containing one mininer who writes for the fiage, and 
lllany \vho think it no crilne to atten(l tIle reprefentation. 
It is true, no other confequences are to be apprehended 
from their difpleafure, than the weaken of them being 
provoked to unchrifiian refentment, or tempted to draw 
rafh and general conclufions from tIle concluCl: of a few to 
the charaCter of the whole, or perhaps fome of them fepa. 
rating from the efiablifhed church, none of which effeCts 
of late have been mucll either feared or fhunned. I-Io,,\ye
ver, even 011 this account, it ,\'ere to be wiflled, eitller 
that it had i1e\rer happel1e(l;or t.:]lt it COllld be fhewn, to 
the conviction of unprejudiced minds, that it was a jun 
and commenclable action .• 

But, to be fure, the cI1ief dal1ger is, that in cafe it 
be really a bad thing, it muO: give very great offence, 
in the Scripture fenfe of that word, to thofe who are 
mon apt to take it, l"iz. fuch as have leaft. religion, or 
none at all. An offence is a fiumbling-block over which 
the weak and unfiedfall are in dan&er of falling; that·i$ 
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to filV, it emboldens them to cnmmit, and harc.lens them 
in tJ{e praCtice of fin. Now, if the fiage is unlawful or 
dangerous to a Chriilian, thofe who are by inclination fo 
aclcliaerl to it that it is already difficult to cot1vince them 
of their error, mnfi be greatly confirmed in this error, by 
the exantple and countenance of fuch as call themfelves 
minifiers of Chrifi. It has accordingly alrea(ly occafi. 
oned more difcourfe among the gay part of tIle wor)(), in 
defence or commendation of the fiage, than pafi perhaps 
for fome years preceding this evel1t. 

Nothing therefore can be more feafonable at this time, 
or nece{f~ry for the public good, than a careful and accu
rate difcuffion of tllis quefiion, whether fupporting alld 
encouraging fiage-plays, by writing, acting, or :tt(-.~nding 
them, is confifient, or inconfiftent, with tile charaCter of 
a Chriftian? It is to no purpofe to confine the inquiry to 
this. '\Vhether a mininer is not appea,~ing in an improper 
light, and mifapplying his time and hlents when he de. 
dicates them to tile fervice of the fiage? That point would 
probably be given up by mofi, and thore who would deny 
it do not olerit a con~tltation. But if tIle matter is reftcd 
here, it \vill be confidere(l only as a fmailer lnifdemea
nor, and thOtlgh treated, or even conclemned as fuch, it 
will fiill have the bJ~l effect (upon fuppofition of theatri
cal amufements being wrong and finful) of greatly pro
moting them, though we feem to be already as much gi. 
ven to them as evell worlcliy conficlerations \viII alIo"" .. 

Tile felt:denyi11g apologies common with allthors, of 
their being fenfible of their unfitnefs for the tafk they un
dertake, their doing it to Hir up a better hand, and 10 on, 
I wholly pals, having never read any of-them with appro
bation. Prudence is good, and I would not willingly 
lore fi~I1t of it, but zeal ancl concern for the glory of God, 
and faithfulnels to the fouls of others, are duties equal1y 
neceffary in their place, but much more rare. JIow far 
I am fenfible of my own unfitnefs for treating this fubjeCl, 
and of the reputation that is riiked by attempting it, the 
world is not obliged to believe upon my own teHimony ; 
but in whatever degree it be, it is greatly overbalanced at 
preienr, by a view of the declining Hate of rdigion a. 
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mong us, the prevalence of n.ltional fins, and the dallber 
of deiolating judgments. 

It is fome difcollragement in this attempt, that it is \'e. 
ry uncertain whether many of thore, for whole fakes it is 
chiefly intended, and who nand mon in need of informa
tion uporl the fllbjet!, ,\"ill. take the pains to 100k into it. 
Stich a levity of fpirit pre,·a~js in this age, that very fe\v 
perfons offafhion will read or confider any thing that is 
\VritteIl in a grave or ferious fiJ11e. 'Vhoe\yer \rililock in
to the monthly catalogues of books, pub1i1hed in Britain 
for fome years pan, may be convinced of this at one 
glance. \Vhat all immenfe pr()portion do rornances, un. 
cler the titles of lives, ad\7entures, memoir~, l1ifiories, &c. 
bear to any other fort of produCtion in this :l';c? Perhaps 
therefore it nlay be thought tllat it "?Quld l1a,"c l)tel1 more 
proper to have gratified the public tafie, by r~ifing up fome 
aliegorical firuCture, anc.I haIldiil1g this ful~ta in t!~~ \vay 
of \vit. ,t11d htlmOr; efpecialI}7 as it feerrJs to be a ITlcderrl 
11rillci;>le, that ridicule is the teii of truth, and as there 
ieems to be fo large a fund for mirtl}, in the charaCter of 
a fiage-phiying prien. But, though J deny not the law
fuinefs of ufing ridicule in fome cafes, or even its propri
ety here, yet 1 am far from thinking it is the ten of truth. 
It feerns to be more proper for correCtion tIlal1 for i11firuc
tiOil ; and thougll it nla}l be fit el10ugll to \vhi}) an offen. 
der, it is not unufual, nor Ullfuitable, firfi to eXIJofiulate a 
little \vitll hinl, alld flle\V llim that 11e (lefer\o"es it. Be
fides, evei~l mall's talent is not equally fit for it, anti ill
deed, now the matter 1eel1is to have been carried beyond 
a jell, and to require a very ferjolls ccnfideriltion. 

"l"'here is allo, 11efi{les forne difcollrageilitrit, a rell (lif .. 
ficulty" III fIltering Ollotllis dilqtlillrio11. It \rill be llarl: to 
kno\v irl \Vll'Lt nlal1ner to reaion, or 011 \\;'}-lat priI1Cil)!es to 
build. It were ealy to 1how the uniawflllllds of fiage
pla)1S, l)y l'uell argllo1e11ts as \VOllld a})IJear COl1clufive to 
thole \\1110 already hate botI-l tIle111 al)(i thtir fU1)porters : 
but it is Dot [0 eary to n1al~e it ar)}Jear to tlloie \,,110 cl1itfly 
frequent tliem, becauft: they will both 2pph:ud "n<1 jufl;!'), 
[olne of tIle \'cry tl1ings t11at ot11crs loo!, U 1)011 as the \rcrl! 
cflcCts cfthe praCtice, anJ \\'ill deny the \'~ry princiFles 
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un which they are condemned. 1"the truth i:;, it is our 
ha\-ing different views of the nature of rdi~:ion, th;lt 

.:auits diff~rcilt Opilllons llpOll t:lis fU~1j~a. For m:l1~· 
ages there was no deb3te upon it at all. The .. ~ were 
')Iayers, but they did not pretend to he Chr;!tial~s them
idves, anll they had neither countenance nor fllpport 
fronl an}' \vI1o di{l. ,\911ere:lS !10'\-. there are ai)lln(lallCe 
(If allvocates for tIle 1~\\YfuineJs, jonle filr t!le l,!~fulllCis, 
of plays; not that the fiage is l)c!come more pure, ht:t 
that Chrifiians are becotne lefs Jo, antI Jla''"c Jo\\-erc(l the 
ftanua.rd or nleafure requifite to altain ao(l prcler\·e thlt 
charatler. 

But there is frill another difficult,·, th~t ,,-lloe\'er tlllder-
~ 

takes to \vrite agaillft pla)rs, t110Ug!1 the pro~'"ocation is gi\'. 
eJl by wllat tl1ey ar~, is )~et al\\~a)·s c]lle(ll!l,on to at~acl~ 
tl1enl, Ilot as tiley are, bllt as thc}~ mi~!-:t be. _~ \\·riter 
011 tllis fllbjecl: is a8:ually redllcecl to the !lcceffity of figllt
in:6 \vitil a fbado\v, of o1ailltai!1ing a cOl11bat ,\~ith atl 

ideal or itnagitlary fort of dratna, \\·ll!ch never yet ex
i!led, but \Vllic11 tIle defellders of the caufe fornl by \\·a!l 

(jf fUl)Pofition, and \\'11ich fila}] appear, in faa, ill thlt 
happy future age, which fhail fee, wh~t thefe gentlemen 
an! pleafed to ily!e, a well re~ulated fiagc. Hcwe"er lit. 
t]e i"uI)I)ort may ieem to be gi\?en l1y this to a \'icious 
al1i-} corrul)tecl Itage tllere is no dtte11der of pla}9s but, \\~llerl 
he 11ears this cililllera {leten(lecl, imagines it is his o\\-n 
catlfe tllat is tfpouJell, alld \\~itll great conl pof,lre allcl feif. 
1:1tisfaClion, COlltil1ues 11is pra~tice. J\ COtldtlct not le!s 
abr~rcl, thall if Olle \vho \vas e}~ prefs:); afrure(l a certaill 
dinl of nleat before llilll \VlS l)oifo11e(l, fllould allJ\\··cr tIllIS, 

~\.!,l meat i3 not poifuned, and therefore I m3Y eat this with 
i~~tety . 

It is very plain. that were men but f~rioufly difpofed. 
and without prejud~ce ddi:-ing the knowledge of thtir 
d.ny, it woulJ not be necdfary, in onlt:r to fhow the 
tH1L:\\' (UlllerS of the f1~ge, as it J10\\P is, to cotnbat it in 
its inuginary reformed Hate. Such a n:formation, \n:re 
llot 111ell Ll)' the prevalence of vic iOllS arlcl corru i)t ~fle(:
tio!"'!s, in lore with it, even in iiS prd~llt condition, 
~rc.luld hlye been long ago gi\'(~n tip ~~s a hopdd~ and \'i-



Aonar)9 pnje8, and the \,-hole trade or emplo~"ment (le. 
tclleJ, O~l account of ti~e 3btl!~S that h3\.1 aJ\\'J.\ s atlhtTcl . 
to it. But finee :tIl aJv0\:3tes for the: Ilage ha\-~ all(l t!o 
ftill dei~l~d it in this m:ulner, b~" lormillg an id~a of it 
fepante fTilm its evil q!.1ai:ties; finee th~y defend it fo 
far with f!lceds, that m~lny • .-ho wourJ ~heT"'ire abti&in. 
do, upon this vel)- .C~OUI1:, ClJlow thcllllel\'es in attend
illg the theatre lonletimc~ to their O'\~ll hurt allli that 
of others; a1ld, as I 41n CCil\~illCet.l 011 the nloft nlature 
dclibc:ratioll~ that the reaJQo \\"hy ti.cre Ilcver U'as ~ \~eU 
~eh'U)atc:tl ii .. se, ia fat:l, is becat,t~ it callilot be, the na· 
ture of tile thillg not adillit,in~ of it; I will ell~leavor 

~ ~ 

to flle\v, that Pt-BI.IC -1')1£,\ TRIC .. \L RIPRES~XT .\l'IOSS, 

either tra~eJ~" or conle\.l~", aTc 1 in tlleir general nat lin! or 
ill their lleii l'Ofiillle fia~e~ unl~\\\"tul, ct)lltrary to the pllri
ty of oar religion; anti th:it w.iting:, ading ar attt;nding 
tllenl, is ii'COllli~ient \,"ith the Ch:tf:tc!er of a Chrilliall. If 
this be (lone \\'ith Jllccels~ it \\"1!1 gi\~e great \,"cight to the 
reflections \\'illCn fh,,11 t'f! ~{:Jcll llf"'11 the aggravation 
of the cri;lle, COll!iJerlll~ tile CirCtiill1tailces that at pre. 
l~nt attcI1J til~ l)r~l(lict:. 

But, thv~gh I han! t:ms fur complied with the un
rea!i.lnal,le ttrlllS illlPOi~~1 b)~ the tl\.!\"ocatts !or tllis alllllit:

nlent, they muli not proct!eJ to ilny higher dCillauti l nor 
eXI~~t, bccall!~ tll~)~ ha\"~ pr\?"v;\il~ll to have pl~)'s COI1-
illl~r\!ll ill t:le \~;'~1}" tn:!! the}" thelnfelves llelirc, tllat tll\!r~
Jore the faIlle tIlill~ il!i.lfl be lione l),~ r~;i~ivll, 311J tllat 

- .. ;"..: 

i~ muit be lower\!d down tc the ddcriptions they are 
1()nletilll~S pie~l.fe\l to give of it. I ,,-ill ~~. 110 IlleallS 

a:t~Kk plays upon .the:: prineiplc:s of mcdern rcbxc:..i ma
ldiit}... III t:lclt ca:e, to lk lure" it "·Oll!cl t~e:l In:i caut~. 
It tome late wrikrs Oil the fuhjtd of mc~ds b..: per
nlitt~(l to (l~ternlille \,'lllt are tt!~ itl;!re(!ie!.:s t£lat nluil 

,-

t;:'!t~r in:o t!l\! cOlnpofitioll of a g~c,"l n1:tfl, th..:t ~o()(l nlall~ 
it is a~rec(l, Illay Illucll lllore nrct~~lt):\· te fou!ltl ill tilC 

o .. • .. 

I L • I· 1 ~ 1) ... t t I) a~ ·liCU:.\! ttlall III all~: ot.:~r l}l~lce. Dt~: \r~:!t i.)(~l()ll~S :0 

the ct13ra~tcr of a t:i:ri!ii~11 111U~l l1C t~lken fr01:) ,lie 1:0-
l~~ SCri})tl,res, tIl\! \ror~i cf tile j:\:irl~ (;~l. ~~u:\\-it~l-
1 ~ I' . .. • .. .. l - \ ,_J' 
tall(.'llg ti!c!-;;fore, tt~ .. ~t l:~'-()::~:l t,lC ~r~at ltc;\..·l't~r,tr~· U( 
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:l few continl!e to be cal1:.-tl Chrifiians. wh{\ are Q repro3ch 
to the 113me, :l11(1 f~lp!lOrt ared countenal1ce one an<'tller ill 
n1l0V pndicc5 centrary to the purity of ti~e Chrifiian 
rn)~~fI"'on, I j!lall b~? lea';e mil to Tecur to the unerring 
it-.ll1lian.!, al1\.i to cOl1ficter, not ,~·h;lt nl~ln}" nOmitlal Chrif
l:~\llS are.. but what every re:il ChriHi:m ol1~ht to be. 

III to doing I think I !hall Teafun jufii}-; an~l It the 
flme tim~ it is my refolution, not Goly to fpeak the fc:nfe, 
but, as often 3S poffib!e, the ,'ery laJlgu:\ge aoU phr3fes of 
the Scripture. and of our P!OUS fathers. T'hefe are either 
becQme ,"enerab:e to me for their anti'luity ~ or they are 
much fitter forexprelllng the truths of ti'e gofpel, and de
linel~ing tl:e charafier and duty of a tlifciple of Chriit, 
than an, that ha\-e ~en il)vented in later times. ...\s 

.-

the growth or llec~y of ,·egetable nature 1S often fo grJ.-
dual as to be illfenfible; fo in the moral world, verbal 
alt~ntions, \\"hich ~re counted as nothin~~. (io ortell illtro
duce real chan~es~ lvhich are firmly fltal)lifhe'J before 
their 3ppro3ch is fo much as fufpeaed. 'V"ere the fly!e, 
not oUi)" of fome mooel"n en'ays~ but of iome mc.jcm 
ferlill~ns~ to be illtroduced upon this fllbjetl:, it \~'oul(l 
~~atly \,eakell t!!e argument, thO\lgll no oUler alteration 
fuOt~i\.1 t'C! inade. Shoulll \\"e every \\~her~ pilt virtlle fer 
holinets~ honor~ or e,"en Dloral ienfc for COllfcietlCe~ im-

Pro\'emellt of the heart for fatlaifi~ationl the oooofitiol\ • • 
~t\\"teil illCh tllin~s al1(1 theatrical enttTtainme11ts \\"ou)ti 

net .ppear half 1"3 j~llfi~)Je. 
By taking up th~ argument in the light now propofc.~\l, 

I :un [a\-e;.l .. in a gre~lt meafufe, from the repetition of 
wha: has been written hy other authors en the fuL~~.cl:. 
But let it be rememhered, that th~y h:n-e ·:le:- "'y and (0. 

pi(\\~C.y fl.ewn t;le corruption and impuri:y of the fiag~ 
~nd its aciherellts, iill-ce i!s firfi inflitlltion, all{l that ~1tl: 
in t!le healilen al1u Cilrifiian \\·crld. Tilev Il:lVe made it ., 
undeniably appear, ,hat it w:ts oppofed ard condemned 
bi- the beft d:1d "~ireflln::n, bv:h heathens antI Chriflians . 
m every abe·. Its \-ery defenders do all pretenJ to 

• Part;c\,t~,r!y at _·\thel"' .. '''':~e~''C' it nril h~d ~ts l)irth, ~~n~ \ 
~r~gt'd~· an(\ (0!~ed~· \rCl'C !~"'~il a!~(\i!lh ... ~\.t h:' ptl:1!ic ~\ltho,'ir,· ; 
.. ::d ;In,c,::s ~ht: i!o111~,n., tjlO'..i~h ,his ~lnd (,:h~ r pu~Jic 1ho~'£ 
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blame the abufe of it. They do indeed alledgc that thi! 
abufe is not, ellential to it, but rna:' be feparated from it i 
llo\vever, all of t1lem, fo far as lIla ve feen, reprcfent this 
icparation as olli}' pol1ibie or future; the}' never atten~pt 
to affigll allY rera ill \vhich it cOlll(1 tle der~nde(l as it then 
,.'·as, or could be al1irnlecl to be il.ore profitable than hurt
ful. SOllle writers (10 lllcntioll a fi!\v particular pla~·s of 
which they give their approbation. But theft: have never 
yet, in any age or place, amounted to futh a numh~r, as 
to keep one fodcty of players in (onnant employment, 
without a mixture of many more that are confeffedly 
pernicious. 'fhe only rea[on of hringing this in view at 
preient \Vllen it is not to be illfifiecl all, is, that it ought 
to proc,ure a fair aJld can(lid hearin,g to this attempt to 
prove, 1'hat the fiage, after the greateft improvenlent of 
,\~hicil it is cal)able, is flill i11confillent ,vitIl the purity of 
the Chriflian profeffion. It is a {hong prefumptive evi. 
dence ill favor of tl1is affertion, that!' after fo man}' }'ears 
trial, fucll ilnpro~lemeIlt has llever aEtuall}7 taken place. 

'''ere p!!rmittc~l in a ~ertai!1 de~ree, yet fo calltiollS '\~~~re tllat 
,\'ifc people of ftlficring t!lel11 to be freqllc:nt, tllat tlley (lid not 
l)crnlit ~11y pul)iic tlleatr'e, ,,,,,hell ocealio!lally erected, to C·Oll

tinllC above ~l c~rt~i!l Il\ln~b~r of <lays. l~yen tllat erected by 
j\~I. Sralll'llS, \\' hiell is f,ti(l to llavc cOll {;} illl111cnfc a fum as a 
rr.i!!ion ft~:"Ii!1~., 'v~s fpcet!iiy takell dO'Yli. POll1pey the Great 
,,·as the. ii I'\r_ \\:h(l llu(l !)o,\ger an(\ crellit t~n(lugh to get a thca
tIC !: 011 tIn lll~ d • 

"l'i~c {'pin;()ll of Sc,lcca lllay l.le fc.cn in tIle follo'ving paffage ! 
-~, ~i!~!i tit t:'\.tll (h\lnnoiunl. bOllis lnoribus, (}\lilIU in aliqlHl 
,~ rpt~~l:.1Clliv dci:d~i'\:. 'I'Ull\:. Cl&~111 l)cr ,·o}uptatcIll f~cilius vitia 
~~ lurre!J unt. " 

A 

.l\s tp the prir;'!itiyc C,ht·iaiaIi5~ fc~ Confiit. i\pnn. lill. 8. 
c~p. S~. \\"j1L·rt: ~!.f:tors and il~'..~c-l)layers al"C Cilulllerate<l al110ng 
t!)ute: "i!lO ilt'c 110t 1:0 be adnlltt~(t tu b~ll)tifln. :\Iany <lifl'erent 
coulH.:ils ~~ppOillt that th~r illail rel)Otlllce theil' arts before they 
'be 'a~lilittcu) and if ther A~tarn to tl"el11 {11:l11 h~ cxcon,nluni .. 
c'lttd. Fl'crtuiiiall de Spe~iac!llis, ,~ap. 2'~. OUfCl'YCS, Ffhat the 
l'c~\th<.115 th\..:~1rC!\·<..s nl~rl~c(\ ~llCi:l \vitil illfan1Y, antl excludc:cl 
tltt:lll 1-1'0111 ali J1CHL'rs c.tll(l dignity. 1'0 1 he {alne purpofe fee 
AUt)- de Ciy. l.)~i. lib. 2. cap. 1-1. ,,' ... \tlc·r·e:i poeticarum faoll'" 
,,- i~~ U 11\ l'C!:lO\''Clit (\ fo~ it.~tale C l vi tatis-ab 110ilOl"ibus Olllilibui 

" r~ p~ il un t 110 nli~lcs le'-'i} i cos." 
·1' lit! oFinioil of II10d<:I'HS is \\~ell kno\vn, f~,\' (:hril1l;}11 'vrl~eri 

of ~lly t'll\iil~\\Ce ll\'l\-iag faiit:J to pi"OilO\'ll~~\! fel1t~1\Le agalnn 
'\'~". 1""-'~ . ~ ~ "":' ~ . 
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no exprds prohihition of it to be found in fcriptilre. I 
thillk ;\ COJIltr)"ll1Jll of otlr O\t"n" Ilas gi\,-en good re~l:o:1S 
to bcli~re, tLat tLc ~poHIe P~\UI, in his cpirtIc to th.: Ei;nc
fjalls, cl1aI). \'. "cr . ..f. by';, filtllillcfs, !oolifh taJkill~ anti 
" jt:!iiIl6," inten(k~l to prohibit the plays that were then 
in lde. lIe alfo th!!1ks it probable, that the word A-omois 
ultJ il) nlore places tllall one, and t.°clnflattd " revellillg," 
points at the fame thing. \Vhether his conjeClures are 
jull or not, it is v~ry certain that thefe, and many other 
pa!Tages, forbid the abufes of the fiage; and if thdC! abufes 
be illfel)arable from it, as there is reafon to believe, there 
needed no other prohihitie!1 of them to every Chrifii:ln. 
Nay, if tht:y never had been fepatated from it till that 
time, it \\7as iufficitllt: atll1 it \\'ould t)e ilile to exptCl: 
that tIle fcril)tllre fhoul(l determine this problematical 
point, vVhcther they would ever be fo in any after age. 
To aik that there ihould be produced a prohibition of the 
nage, as a fiage, univerfally, is to prefcribe to the Holy 
Ghofr, and to require that the fcripture fhould not only 
forbid fin, but every form in which the realers and change
able diipofitions of men thall think fit to be guilty of it, 
and e\'ery nan1e bit \Vllicll tlle}1 iliall think proper to call it. 
I do not find in lcripture any exprefs prohibition of maf. 
querades, rOllts at1a drul11s; aild }'et I have not the leafl: 
{lOtlbt, tllat tIle al1elllblies called by thefe names, are con
tr~ry to the will of God, anc} as bl(l, ifnot \vorfe, than the 
COlnmon anti orc.li11ar), el1tertainnlellts of the frage. 

In order to make this inquiry as exaCt and accurate as 
pofiible, and that the Ilrength or weaknefs of the argu. 
111ents on citllcr fide, rnl}T be c!earI}~ perceive(l, it \viII be 
proper to Hate difiinC1ly, what we underftand by the flage, 
or ttag~-pla)7s, \\·llCll it is aifirnlecl, that ill tlleir moll im
proved and ben regulated flate, they are unlawful to Chrif. 
t;ans. rrllis is the tllOre necelfarjr, tl'1Jt tllere is a grelt ill .. 
dillin .. 1.neIs and ambiguity in the language u:··d by thofe 

[{ 
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. who, in writing or converfation, undertake to defend it .. 
They analyz.e and divide it into parts, and take fometime3 
one pa.rt, fometlmes another, as will befi fuit their pur. 
pofe. Theyafk, 'Vhat there can be unlawful in the fiage 
abfiraCtedly confidered? Comedy is expofing the folly of 
vice, and pointing out the ridiculous part of every charac
ter. And is not this commen(lable? Is not ridicule i\ 

noble means of difcountenancing \~ice? And is not th(! 
ure of it warranted by the fatire and irony that is to be 
found in the holy fcriptures? Tragedy, they fay, is pro
moting the fame end in a way more grave and foleron. It: 
is a moral leClure, or a moral piCture, in \vhich \'irtue ap
pears to great advantage. 'Vhat is hinory itfelf, but re· 
prefenting the charaCters of rnen as they atlualiy were, 
and plays reprefent them as they may be. In their per
feCtion, plays are as like hinary ancl nature, as the poet's 
art and aCl:or's fkill can make tllenl. Is it tIlen the cir
c:umfiance of their being \vritten in dialogue, tJlat render9 
thenl criminal? \Vho will pretend tllat? Is it tllat the}r 
are publicly repeated or aCted over? 'Vi)l anyone pre
tend, that it is a crio1e to llerfol1ate 3. character in allY 
cafe, even where no deceit is- illtelldecl ? Then fare\\'eI 
parables, figures of fpeech, and the whcle aratorial art. Is 
it a fin to look upon the reprefentation t rfhen it mull be 
a fin to Iool{ upon the \vorld,. which is the original, of 
which plays are the copy. 

This is the way which thofe who appear in defence of 
the ftage ordinarily take, and it is little better than if on~ 
1]10uld fay, \VIlat is a fiage .. pIa}!? It is nothing elfe al)
ilraCtedly confKlered but a company of men and women 
talking together; Wl1ere is the harnl in tllat? "Tl1at 11in
ders tl1em from talking piOllfly' clnd profital11y, as \~eII as 
wickedly or hurtfully? But, rejeCting this method of 
reaforling as tlnj~ll and inconcll1five,- Jet it be obferyed, 
that thofe who plead for the lawfulnefs of the fiage in any 
country, ho\vever ,veIl regulated, plead for what im
plies, not by acciclent, but eITel1tiallY and of neceffity tIle 
following things. (1.) Such a number of plays as will 
furnifu an habitual courfe of reprefentations, with fuch 
'hanges as the love of variety in h~lm,.n nature netefi'arily 
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require~. (2.) Thefe plays of fuch a kind, as to procure 
all alldience of vo1untary fpeCtators, ,,-ho are able dnd 
willing to pay for being fo entertained. (3.) A company 
of hired players, who have this as their only bufinefs and 
occupation, that they may give themfe1ves wholly to it, 
and be expert in the performance. (4.) The repreft:nta
tion mull be 10 frequent as that the profits may defray the 
e,xpenfe of the apparatus, and maintain thofe who follow 
this bufinefs. They mun a1fo be maintailled in that mea
fure of luxury, or elegance, if you pleafe, which their 
way of life, and the thoughts to which they are accufiom
ed muft make them defire and require. It is a thl11g im
praEticable to maintain :a player at the fame expenle as 
you may maintain a peafant. 

Now all there things do, and mull enter into tIle idea 
()f a \vell regulated fiage; and, if any defend it without 
fuppofing this, he hath no adverfary that I know of. 
Without thefe there may be poets, or there may be plays, 
but there cannot be a pla)1.hollfe. It is in vain then to 
go about to {how, that there have been an infiance or two, 
or may be, of treatifes wrote in the form of plays, that 
are unexceptionable. It were eary to fhew very grea~ 
faults in fome of thofe moll univerfally applauded, but 
this is unnecefiar}T.. I believe it is very poffible to write a 
treatife in the form of a dialogue, in which the general 
rules of the drama are obferved, which fhall be as holy and 
feriolls, as any fermo~ that ever was preached or printed~ 
Neither is there any apparent impoffibility in getting 
different perfons to allume the different charafiers, and 
rehearfe it in f0ciety. But it may be fafely affirmed, that 
if all plays were of that kind, and human nature to con
tintle ill its pre1erlt t1ate, the (lo.ors of the pla)?-houfe would 
fhut of their own accord, becauie nobody would demand 
accefs ; ~ UllIt[s there \vere an aCt. of l-,arlianlent to force 
attendance, and even ill that cafe, as tnuch pains \vould 

• This fUl'11iOles an eafy al1f,a;er to ,,·l~at is remarl~cd bv fome 
in f~~Ylj!' of p!ay~, that fcycral erllinent Chriftians have "cndca
v?re.d to fnpplaat baJ 111ays b~r ,vr'it!ng gooj onC5; as (;rc:g-ory 
:N aztenzen, n falhcr of the CilUl'ch, all(l a l)crCJn of great pi
¢!>", 'lnd our cOijntrYlnan l1u~11an~411. But (iitl eyer tllcfc l)lay. 
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protla\:lly be taken to e\~a(le tIle la,,' obiiging to atten(l, as 
are now taken to evade thofe tilat conln1ancl tlS to al\ftain. 
rrlle fa.ii an(l plain {late of this qlleition then is, '\7 hetller 
it is poffible or praCticable in the prefent Hate of human 
nature'l to hav"e tIle abo\'l! f)!ftem oi thillgS utl(ler 10 good 
a regulation, as to nlake the ereCting aTld C{lUl1tcl1ancil1g 

the flage agreeable to the will of God, and confinent with 
tIle pllrity of the Chrifiian profcffion. 

AllCl here let us conficler a little \\?hat is tIle prinlary, 
an(} imn1ediate l11telltion of the fiage, "~hether it be for 
aIllufelllent and recreatioll. or for illfiruEtio11 to n1ake men , 

"rife and good. Perllaps, in(leed, the greaten: lJart "'ill 
cl100ie to conlpOtlncl thefe t\\ro l)url)oie.s to~~ether, a11d I~ly 
it is for both: for amufenlerlt i111me(liatel)" ancl for im
provement ultimately, that .. it inflruCts by pleafing, and 
reforms by frealtb. TIle 1)atrons of a \vell reglllatecl ftage . 
ha\"e it no dOllbt ill their pO\\ger to profefs al)}' of tlle!e elltls 
in it the)T pleafe, if it is equally callal)le of theln all; a11d 
therefore in one part or ot11er of this clilcourfe, it muft be 
confi(l~red in every 011e of tl1efe lights. Bllt as it is of 
D10flltIlt, becatlfe of [{)nle of tIle argulllellts to be after\var(1s 
prOdtlCed, let the rea(ler be pleafell to COllfitler, hot\' f~!r 
recreation ancl amtliell1ellt ellter into tIle Ilature of tl1e 
fiage~ and are, not Ollly irnlnecliatelyal1d prin1aril}1, but 
chietly arId ultimatel)T, intel1dccl b}' it. 

I f the general natllre of it, or tIle e!1l1 propofed from it 
\Vhel1 well reglllateu, call be all)~ \va)' deterrrlinC:'cl from 
its firft illfiitlltion, allc1 tIle iiIl)re(1l1el1t l1raftice, it ftem~ 
11lainly- to POillt at a111Ultlllent. 1~11e earliefl 1)roclt1Clions 
of tl1at killd tl1at are no\v extant, are e\71l1tt1tl)1 illCaI)3blc 
of any.other ute, and hardly even of that to :1 perron cf 
any taile or judgment. ~ I'bey dually accompanied tL: 

come into ·l'Cl)~lt.C? '\T ere tl1cy' fnl'111c:'Iy, or are they l1C,\V 

~ ct cd u pO.1 the i l ~. g c? the fa t ~~ () f the i l' ,\r G r I·~ ~ P r n \ l'S t 11 a t tIt e t ~ 
good nlell jndg'~ti ""t'on~; in attc!~ll)tiilh to rl'i~Jr111 thl.' n·~~··, 
and that tht,; p;rc~~.t l11ajority of (~hrifli~,llS :t~lc\l !110!'C \vif\;ly 
vrllo 'f(;l·(: rot, Iayil1g' it "'holly afidc. 

~ rrhis is C011fcffccl hy a defender of t.he f1~~~el\ ,\'))/) f~~~, ~~, 
(' Such of the fOl11Cdi~s bci'orc his (tllat l~~ ~1t u~'.lld~·!\·~) 1 ill!C, 

~~ as 11a;-~ bC~ll r~r~fcryclI to its, ~~rc ~cn('l·~.j:: '·[,·i~· ruur r!·,'l',:~, 
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feafis of the ancients in the l1011f(,5 of the rich and opulent*, 
and were particularly l1r~d in tinH:s of pllblic rl.:joicing. 
They have indeed generally been confidered, ill all ages, 
as i!lttllCled for enttrtainnlent. 1\ nlo{lerIl autllor of lligh 
rank allc] re!)tltationt, \\1110 v;oultl not \vi)iiilg')~ llurt tile 
Callre, confitlers tl1enl in tl1is Ji~~ht, aI1U tllis alol1e, allu 
reprtlents their impro\'enent, not as lying ill their having 
a greater nloral tel)clenc)', bllt ill tile pericctit)11 of tile 1)0-
tt's art, alld tIle rcfinel11ellt of tIle tatle of t11t! au{lience. 
It is only of late that men hare begun to dignit)1 them witb 
a higher title. }t'orrI1erl)7 tl1ey \\gere ever cO!lfidered as an 
illclulgellce of pleafure, aI1C! ~ltl article of luxury, but 
Jl0\l; they? are exal!e({ iIlto 1<:1100]s of \1irllle, a11U repre. 
felltecl as l)ul\\Tarks agaillfi: vice. It is probal)le, n10fl rea
ders \vill be al)t to fnlile \vhen they hear tiltll) fo called, 

. and to L1Y to tI1~:r defeI1(lers, Tllis is but o\7tr(loillg, pre
ferve theln to tlS as illll0cent amulelnents, and \ve thall 
not muell COlltend for t11eir ufefuincfs, It is indeed but 
an evi(lence of the cliflrefs of the caufe for their ad\~o. 
cates on1), take IIp tllis plea \\,Ilen the}T are unable to ao
[wer the arguments againfi them upon any other footing~ 
It may ulfo appear that they are deugned for amufement~ 
if we confider who have been the pedons in aU ages who 
have attended them, vi.. the rich, the young, and the 
gay, thore who live in pleafllre, and the very bufinefs of 
,\'ho~e Ii ves is arnilieil1e11t. 

But 110t to infill 011 tl1efe circllrnfianccs, I thil1k it is 
plain from the nature of the thing, that the immediate 
intention of plays is ~~ pleafe, whatever dfetl:s may be 
pretended to flow aftea\vards, or by accidt:nt, from this 

h not fo muel} ]\.ldicrons as ridiculotlS, eYCll a 1110\.!ntcbanl~'s 
~i. li1Crry ~:Udl'l"'V 'vouJd be ~ljn:~d, IlO\V a day~.;, for' fuch pucri
" litJe~ as ,ye fee abOl.l!lding- ill .l\riHol)11~~11es.n ReI11. on :\n
d~~l\~vn 's llc..;iiti0!lS c{Jllccrn~~lg" the Ulll~l\rfull)t:fs of ftag-c-lllays, 
l)a '.)'" () III .'.) \... u 4 • 

* l1Iut. de (~·lor • .:\thctt. E~ SY111110f. lib. 7. quell. 8. " A. 
" for the nc\v' COl-rlCdy, it ;s Co IlcceH'ary arl lnt;I"~dicllt of all 
" 1"'" ,. l t· .. 1 f t t- k . II I .. . ,Itt I ~lh:. en er ,U In 1:1t: n ts, t 1 at 0 () I)Cr..· \ one ll:~y as 'rc Ina~" 

• l\.: .. l~t \ri:ho'J.t \rille, "s \vithout lVlcnandcr." 
t ~!l,\fllbtlry It 
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pleafure. They confifi in an exaCt imitation of n~ture, 
alld the cOl1formit}! of tIle ))erfon:"ted \0 real claaraCtcrs. 
This is the gre;lt ailn, atld the great perfeCtion, both of 
the poet and of the atlors. N()\V this imitation, of itfdf, 
gives great pleafure to the fpe8:ator, wbetnl?r the aCtions 
reprefented are good or bad. And, in it!df confidered, 
it givos Olliy pJe,lfure; for the beauty of tIle imitation, 
as fuel1, JJa'.h no nloral influellce, llor allY conne}:ioll 
"ti:ll moralit)-, but \\-hat it may (leri ve ill a <.liJlallt ".vay 
frolll the llrtture of lhe attions \Vllich the poet or aBors 
c!lOole to rtprefent, or the fpcCtatoTs are willing to fee. 
}:n:ry pedan who thinks impartially, may be from this 
convinc::d, that to plca:~, or attempt to do fo, is effentiaI 
to th~ fl,l~e, a:ltl its firlt, or rather its main defign; ho\\· 

. far i: poilut~s or ptrrifies:s ac~i:lental, and nmH d~pend 
UpOll the ikill atld llonetly of its regul~tors and malla· 
g~rs. 

IIJ.ving thus prep=-lred the way.. the following argu .. 
ments are llUll1bl~" ofl~rcd to the conficlcration of e\'ery 
f~rious ~rfon, to Hlew, that a public th~atre is inc.vnfit: 
tent wi:h the p,:ri~y of t:l~ ChriHiall protdllon: which if 
L'1~\" do nGt to all :!.nl~lt)ear to b~ eacll of them fin~l\l' C011Clu-

~ ~ c 

five .. willI hope, whell t;ik~n together, fufficiently c\'ince 
tht! trut:} of t!1~ prOflOrtioll. 

111 t~e fir!l pI'lee. If it be confidcred ,1S an amufement, 
it is improp~r, tllld not Jllcn as all}~ CI1rifliall may la\v
fuHy u:c. Hcr~ We mull begin by laying it down as a 
furl,lanlelltJ.1 l)riI1cl!)ic, tllat all illell are bound fupreme
l~" t~ l~\"e, anJ :lll)ituall~p to ferve Gl1(1; tllat is to f:1Y, 
tu tdk~ :li~ la\\'" !is the rulc~ and his gloT}t as tl~e f:ncl, not 
l)f onc, but of all tileir aaiO!lS. Ko lllall, at all'- tillle .' 
or p!lt:e is, nvr call lle, at)!oI\"cd fronl this obligation. 
I':\?er'{ r~~\1 (:~lri(iiatl 1:\-e3 un·l~r all llal'\ituai lellfe of it. 
1 kllt)\\" trlis ~xi)r~i1ioll, aill.ill~!, at tIle ~lor)~ of GG~I, is 
~'a.iled ~\ C~l{lt l)llr~\fe\ al~tl is (lct~)ii~d all~lll!:ri(le(l h)· \,,~orltl-
] - tllen. It \r~r'~ el(\· IIO\\-~\1>er, t,) \·i!l,,!!Ca.t~ it fro:ll rel-

• 
i~ 11; bllt it \rii! rtlfli~e, to 3!1 t::o!~ for \\-ilO!~ llt~ tl::s ~it: 
C( llr'~ is iilt"~!l~!~\.!\ to [t~~, it is :t irut!l tlt;~11t ~~ntl rel)~~,~t:{l 
• ,,' , , 1 'J t.. l .' 1 
11\ t,l~ L~cr~l,.t (,r,lc'es, t&l~tt at t:l~I!-'=S \\'ere 1*~a{iC ior, tl!:.t , 

" , ,.. r'" -' , I 1 l' - - '\ .. , i" 
., • , ~"f l T'" • \ • ...... , .... "... ,.." , " -...., 1>" .- • ~" t ---' • " ~ ... • 
.1 t I" ...... 0 ) !.1 ~ 11 tlll.\l Y ''-'' ~ '" \.;) , ~ ~ • ~ t .. 1 t • ~ • '- r _) \. .. ! l," ... ~.a. 1.". .. '- ... 1· 
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gent creatures fhould fuprenlely am} uniforrr.ly ~im at the 
glory o~ God. 

No'.\-·, \\'e glorif)~ God by culti\~ating r.ol}~ difl)()fitions, 
and doitlg piOllS and ufeful aclior.s. Recre~ticn is ~tl 
interlniJlion of dtlty, a!lcl is only neceffar}' b~c3.ufe of 
our \\·ea.kllefs; it Inufi be forne Ilaion indif.'erent in its 
nature, \rhicll becomes ia\\-ful and ufeftjj from its tel1den. 
cy to refrefh the· mind, and invigorate it for duties of 
more importance. The ufe of recreation is precifdy the 
fame as the ufe of fleep; though they differ in this, that 
here is but one 'v~ay in \vllicl1 fleep becomes finful, \·iz. 

by excefs, \\!hereas tl1ere are ten tll0ufand \,·a~·s in \\-hich 
recreations become finful. It is needJefs to produce paf: 
rages of Scriptllre to verif}F tIle abo\?e affertlon COllcerlling 
our obligation to glorify God. It is the language of the 
,,·hole, and is particularly applied to indifferent aCtiollS 
by the apofile Paul, I Cor. x. 13. "'\t~hether therefore 
., ye eat or drink, or \\·hatfoe\~er ye do, do all to the glory 
It of God." 

If there were on the minds of men in gener31, a jun 
knfe of this their obligation, ftage. plays, nay. and a 
thoufantl otller amufements now in ute, \\~ould ne\#er 
ha\'e beell hearu of. ~rhe truth is, the need of amufe. 
ment is much lets than people commonly appreheI)d. 
and, where it is not necdTary, it muJl be finful. Thofe 
who H:Uld in need of recreation may be divided into t",·() 
forts, fuch as :!re employed in bodily labor, anu fuch 
as have their 11)irits often exhal1fie(1 b}' fluuy al1d ap
plicatioTl of mii.ld. As tG the fira of thefe, a mere lef ... 
fation from labor is fufficient for refrefllment, atl<.l in
aeed of itfelf gives great pleafure, unlefs \\'hen tlle appe
tites are inflamed and irritated by frequent fenfual gr3~i
fication!:; a:1J then they are importunately cr~l\'ed, and 
beco~ne nec(:[ar}' to till tIle illtervals of v:orlt. Of thi.· 
10rt n~ry fe\\' are able to afford 10 expenfh·c a recreation 
'" .0:\ d 1 h · h f" h·" 2S tn~ It3;e. ~n eVetl as to t!1e at er, VIZ. t. 0 e \\1t

a ole 
fpiri!s are eX:l~t!ilt:d by application of mind, only a very 
fnlall narr,bt:r of tllem \\·ill Chllf~ the Ji\:eriioll of the 
na~e, for this very good reafon, that foc::!l conn:rfe anu 
bcrJiiy e:\~n;i~~, will anfwer the pt~rpaf:: Inuch b~tter. 
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nJl but that fome, howe,-er few, mly attend in a proper 
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lllelllbt:re{~, tIlat I ~lt~a~~ 110t ~l pl~~)~ fillg1y as a l)la)-, nor 
Oflt! l)erlo11 for l)~iI1~ a. \ritl1efs to :1 tl1illg of t}1at n~tllre, 
hut the flage as a i}'iiem cont ... ining al1 the hr .. ukhes I h.n-e 
ell11111era~~\I ~t)o\Ye. rl"'~lis Ca11!lot fui)!ifi ,,'itllo~lt a full 
audience, and frcq::t'!1t :lttcndancc; antl therdore is, by 
its corl!llt'-~tl()ll, ~t cO~ltiaIlt ~nll po\,-erful il1\"it~tio!1 to fill t 
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I~' ,: f~r:i.,r, th~ it.l,..:t! ~s an inl~n"\~r, thlt is to fa~·, an 
t!:lL~\\ !~&: r~cx"tioll !~ a.1 '\'itnl)llt cxc:~rtior, bec:lafe !t 
COt)fUI1}~S !CO Illllcn tillle. ·J'his is a CifCUallil.mce \\'hi~tl! 
hc,\'C!\'cr little ;'l.!~~'!fi(\ll it m~}" nlake llpon th()~ \\'ho 
blltl their till~e O~\t. fl a l'urJ~!lt "'ill 3i)reelr of th~ ~:lte(l 
nl~)il}t:llt ttl c"er }' J~r!\)l!~ Chriit!Jn. 1:1 propottioll as allY 
nl~tl il"rruv~s ill llt.\i:llei"S of heMt, t.e i!lCreaft:s in u:~ful. 
!lc:~ of lift:~ and ~K\.luin:s ~ d~per autl firon~-er ferne of 
the wonh and \'lia~ of tim~. 1·0 fpend :an hour unpro
iitlb!y, appe~!"s to rad~ a f::!rion :a gre3ter crim~, th3n to 
nuny the commif:'.>:1 o! f..:TO!s tan. .-\ nd~ jucie!tl it o!.4ght 
to arp::!~r ,-ery h;::inOllS tn ~he eyes of thole '" ho ~Ee\-e 
t.~: r:prdent;ation gin:.) ~~- OUf LorJ Jdus Ch-iil, of his 
ow~ procedure at the thy :If juugment .. ,. C..li'i ye the t-~
.i. fROFIT .\BL~ It~vant into utter J~rkll:!s~ \\ .... lere there 
" iliall be ,\·~-epillg anti ~\"3iiillg, 3!lJ gnar:l}ill~ of !ec:~h.'· 
~ratt. xxv. ,,\0.' )!ark tli!~ }·e lo\'ers ofpl~~uute, }"e rons 
of gaiety all\.) mirth, \\'ho !m:l~ir.~ ) .. ou are ten;: unto the 
worlJ for 110 higll~r etld t!lan :"Qur O\\'n entertainment» 
311U \\~ho, if }'"QU are free from~ cr ~b!~ :itl)" h\)W" ' .. 0 p~!li;lte 
your i!fo[cr tins, never once refletl {\O the he~\-y account 
agaillfi: }"ou of ,~afie~l time. 

Though there were ~lO other objection agaiilli the fiage 
as a recreatiO!l~ bllt this one, it is ftlreiy fal~Jly. If recre~ 
ations are onI}- la\\ .. tul becalll~ !lecelfary, the)~ mull ceafe 
to be lawful when the~1t ai'~ ;)\) longer n~ce[3r.r. The 
length and lbntion of regular come-Jy and tr~gedy is 
a1ready fixed an,] fC!ttl~d by rul~s of long ilanlir.g; and. 
I rurpo:~, ",hlte\'er other circumflance lnlY be (:onfeff~d 
to need r~fQrinatioll) all Plen of tafie \\'"ill agree, that ther: 
iliall CClltinlle as tlle\fO are. ?\o\\- I leave to all \v}:o kno\v 

J. 

how nl!.lch time the prep!fation f'Or rucb a public appear-
:!once, anJ the n~cdr.lfY att~nJJ.nce, lnuft take up, to 
j~ld:.:e, whether it is nct too much to b~ ~i\-en to lnere re· . 
cre,ltlon. 

Th:s t:'lkb p~i·ticular!y in the cafe of n!cre~tion of mind. 
b;:tw~~n which and buJily exercife there is a \'cry great 
{Hi~re!lrc_ For c::.J!ly eXt:rcilC: in i0me Giles, fJf ex-

\:-();,. f I I. ~ 
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ample, when the health fe(luires it may be continued (or 
a long time, on1y for tJlis rt:afon, that it m,:y ~a\'e effeCts 

. JaRing in proportion to the time fpent in it. But giving 
I the nlind to plealllre by way of recreation mull be fhort, 

or it is certaillly hurtful; it gives lllc!n a Jlallit of idJenefs 
and trifling, and Inakes them avcrJe fronl retllrnitlg to any 
thing that requires ferious application. So tnJe is this, 
anti fo applicable to the prel~l1t cafe, that I could almon 
refl the "'hole argument UPOll it, tllat no lT~an, \vho has 
made the trial, can deliberately an(l "ritll a good confci
ence affirm, that attetlc.!ing pl~l~"s has ~t: 1de(1 flrtngtll to 
his faind, and \'-armth to his affe8ions, in the duties of 
de\'otion; that it has made hinl more able al~d \\·jJ}ing to 
exert his intelleCtual po\\"ers in the gr:,,-er arld more im
portant offices of the Chrifliau life; nay, cr even made 
hiln more diligent antI aaive in the bufillefs of civi! life. 
On the contrary, it is commonly of fuch lenJ~th as to pro
du~e a fatiety and wearinefs of itfdf, a.nd. tv require relt 
and refreflunent to recruit the exhaufied t'p:rits, a thing 
quite 3.hfurd and felf.contradi8ory in waat is called are;. 
creatioll. 

But the t:,~ge is not merely an unprofitable confump
tion oftillle, it is ftlrther inlproper as a recreat::on, becaufe 
it agitates the paffiOtlS too \-iolentl)', and interefts too 
deeplY', fo as, in lome cafes, to bring people into a real, 
l\l"hile they l-ehold an imaginary (l~flrC!fs. Keepirlg in 
vie\Y tIle ellli of recreation, \vill etlable us to judge right
I}' of t:lis... It is to refrefh and in\·igorate t~le Inin(~.--
Therefore when, infiead of reU, '~'hkh is properly called 
relaxatiol! of nlind, recreations are u!cd, tile:ir excellellce 
c~nfi~ls in their beillg, not Olll}" a pleaf:1nt, but an eary 
exercifc of tile intelltallal po\\"crs. \\;-Ila~evt:r is (lifficulr, 
and e!ther requires or caul~s a :;:on:: ~pplicaticn of mind, 
is contrlry to the!r intention. K-ow it is plain, that 
dral'I'atic repreicnt~~ti!)ns fix the att('Htion 1~) vcry deeply, 
an,,1 illtere!! tht: aff~~tiollS to \~ery Ilrollgl~·, that, in a little 
time, they fatigue tht! mind themftlves, and however ea
cerly are they ddin:d and followed, there are rna:1Y ferious 
and lliefuI OCC\11~:ltlOllS) in \'.'hich tlle!l \\·ill CCr..ti11tle 101. 



J.Yilturt mId Effects oJ tht S!agf. 139 

ger, without exhaufiing the fpirits, than in attending the 
theatre. 

Ind~ed, in this refl>eCl: they are wholly contrary to what 
1l1oul(l be the view of every Chrifiian. He ought to fet 
bounds to, and endeavor to moderate his pafflOns as much 
as poffible, infiead of voluntarily and unneceffarily exci
ting them.. The human paffions, !ince the fall, are all of 
them but ~ ftrong; and are not finful on account of 
their weaknefs, but their excefs and mifapplication. This 
is fo generally true, that it hardly admits of an exception; 
unlet:' it might be counted an exception, that fome vicious 
paffions, when they gain an afcendancy, extinguifh others 
which oppofe their gratifi.cation. For, though reIjgion 
is confinent througl10ut, there are many vices, Wllich are 
mutually repugnant to, and defiruCl:ive of, each other. 
But this exception has little or no effect upon the prefent 
argument. 

No\v the great care of every Chrifiian, is to keep his 
paffions and affections within due bounds, and to direCl: 
them to their proper objects. \Vith refpeCl: to the firft of 
tllefe, the chief influence of theatrical reprefentations up .. 
on the IpeCl:ator, is to firengtllen the paffions by indul. 
gence; for there they are all exhibited ill a lively man .. 
ner, and fuch as is moft fit to communicate the impref .. 
lion. As to direCl:ing them to their proper objeCts, it will 
be afterwarcl~ fllown, that the ftage has rather the contra
ry effc::Ct; ill tIle nlean tilne, it is fufficient to obferve, that 
it may be done much more effeCtually, ani much more 
rardy another way~ 

This tendency of plays to intereft the affeCl:ions, fhows 
their impropriety as a recreation on another accoutU. It 
1hows that they mu!l be exceeding liable to abufe by ex
ccis, eve!1 fuppofing them in a certain degree to be inno. 
cent. It is certain tllere is no life more unwort!lY of a 
man, hardly any more criminal in a Chrifiian, than a life 
of perpetual amufeOlent, a life where no valuable purpofe 
~s purfued, but the intelleCtual faculties wholly employed 
In purchafing an:l indulging fenfual gratifications. It is 
alfo certain, that all of llS are by nature too much in .. 
clined thus to live to ourfdves, 6lnd ,not to God. Therc~ 
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fore, where recreations are neceffary, a ,\'atchful Cllrilli. 
an will particularly beware of thoft: that are infllaring, 
and, by bein~ too grateflll and delicious, rea~l}'~ to lea(l to 
excefs. This difcriminating care and caution, is jufi as 
much the duty of a Chriftiall, as any th~ can be named. 
1'hough it is immediately converfant only about the 
temptations and incitemellts to fin, and 110t the aCtual 
cOlnmiffion of it, it becomes a duty direB:ly u!nding, both 
from the command of God, and the neceffity of the thing 
itfelf. "\\Tatch and pray, that ye enter not into tel)lpta
" tion," 1\iat. xxvi. 41. fays our Saviour to all his difci
pIes; and elfewhere, "'Vhat I fay unto you, I fay unto 

. " all, 'Vatch," Mark xiii. 37. And the apoflle Paul 
to the fanle purpote,· "See then that }'e walk circllm
" fpeal}', not as tools, but as wile, redeenling the time 
" bt:caufe the days are evil," Epn. v. IS. . 

If we confider the light in which the Scripture fefs 
our prefent fituation, and the aCCOul1t there given of tIle 
wec\kne{s of hUrna!l refolution, tIle fan1e tIling will evi
dt!ntly appear to be our duty. It is impoffible that we 
can refifl: the fiighteU temptation, but by the affiHance 
6f diville grace. No\v 110\v can this be expeCted, if ·\ve 
put Otlr conftancy to unnec«[ary tri~ls, Ilot only contra
ry to reafoIl, and a prudent regarcl to our o\\?n hlfet}1, 
but in the face of at1 exprefs commanll of GO{} to b= 
watchful. "LOTtI, leucl us not into temptation," is a 
petition which we are taught to offcr up, by him who 
kne\v \vhat \vas in man. Bilt ho\v nluch do tl10fe aCt in 
oppofition to tllis, and e\'en ill COl1tenl1)t of it, \\pho lnake 
temptatiolls to thenlfelves. Ancl are 110t flage-pla}"s 
temptatWlls of the ftl·ongelt ki11Cl, ill ,\,·llich the naiI1{} is 
iOftellt:cl with pleafure, atll1 the afl'etlio11S 11o\\·erful)y ex
€itecl? Ho\v little reafon is tllere to 110pe that Illell it) the 
ufe of tIle In will keep \vithill ti1e bOlln(ls of Inotleration ? 
If any expeCt, in ruch circumflances, to be preferved by 
divine po\ver, they are guilty of tIle fill, \Vllich is in Scril)
ture calle:l 44 tern l)ting Gocl." 

It is this very circllluflance, a liat)lenefs to abllfe by 
excefs, that renders n1any otller amufemel1ts alfo ortl:na
fUy unlawful to Chrifiians2 though, perhapsl in the:r ge-
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neral nature, they cannot be 010\\'0 to be criminal. 
Thus it is Ilot ea(v to refute the! reatonings, h}' \\'·hich in
gt:nit;us men endeavor to fllOW that games of hazaru 
are not in tlle:nfe)\ges fi:lfl!l; but b}' tlleir ellticing, 
infnaring nature, and the excefs which aln:oft inft:pa
:-;bly accompanies them~ there can be no difficulty in 
pronouncing them highly ~angcrous, la\v!ul to very fc\v 
perfons, and in very few caf~s. Alld, if they were as 
public in their natnre as plays, if they required the coo
currence of as ffi;\11Y o!)er~tors, al1d as great a ntlrnl1ef 

of perfons to join in them, I could ha\'e Ji!~Je lcn.:p!e . 
in affirllling, tllat, ill e\·ery pofJible c~!e) t!~ejr \\90uld be 
fillful. 

Th:? preceding ccnfidera.tic-ns arc grea:ly confirmed by 
the (olIo\ving, ;That \Vllell pla~'s are chol~11 as a recreatioIl, 
for \\'}lich they aie fo excc:eclillgl)r improp~r, it i9t al\\9a}'"s 
in oppofition to otl~cr n1et)1ods of TeCTt3tioll, \,·Ilich are 
~rtetl!y fit for the purpofe, and not li:lnie to any of 
there ot~t:aiOtlS. '\~here recreat:ons are IleCtUaT)·, if 
there \vere olllv one fort to be had, lO:lle illCOllVt:lliell. 

J 

ties could not be fo ftrong an argument ag~linli the t:te 
of them. But \\-llere tJ.ere ~re (t;fl~rent killlls, to pre. 
fer thofe ,\-11ich arc lefs, to thole \vI-tiell are lllore fit, 
mllfl Iltetls be fillflll. Such a tendernefs alld circum. 
fi)·~:tioll is ill(lee(), in tl;is age, f'O rare al1l1 unufual, that 
I a:u afr.lid, it will be almoft impoHiblc to fi~ a lenle of 
its i:n~)ortance tlpOll the Illil10 of lIlt: reader: or, if it 
be llone, in any me~!ure for a time, the example of a 
corrui1t ,\·or}{l} \\'}lO 3.r~ altogetller void of it, \\·ill inlme. 

d;:-.~~!y eff..ce the ir:lprdlion. But, however few may 
(. have ears to he~r it," the thing is certain, that as the 
progrc~~ of his f:lnctiflcaticn is th~ fupreme ddire and 
Clre of e\'er\· Chri~i ian, fo i1e is cOlltin,,;4!lv )i~ble to be 
,~ . 
It:duced by ttmptation, and inteaed by example; and 
therefore, from a diHruil of his (jwn re~olution, will nut 
~o.luntari:y an~l unnecelT.lrily prefer a dangerous to a 
i,.i: l · ?u:ufement. ~ro prefer a vcry difficult and dount
bl. means of attainin~ any worldly end. to one fure and 
eafy,; to prefer a clumfy improper innrumcn~. to one 
r:;r:c~!y lit for any piece of wcrk, would be rt:ckoucd ne 
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fmall e\,id·!nce of [(lll\1 in the a~airs of cl\:il life. If one 
.; 

in ficknefs II1ou](1 chute a medicine of & ver}- quefiiona. . 
hIe 11atllre of very dangerous ancl utlcertain operation, 
when he h ld equal accels to one intire!y fafe, of ap.
proved repltation and fu perior efficacy, it would be ef. 
teemed ne:tt to Jnadllcfs. Is tll~re Ilot tllen a real con .. 
formity between the cJJes? Is not a like c~re to be taken 
of Ollr foul~; as of our bodies? Na)~, is llot the obligation 
fo much tb·: ilronger, by haw much the one is of greater 
value than the other? r!'ile dinere!llt COllC)uct of men, and 
their different fate in this refpeCl, is wen defcribed by the 
\Vife m:m, u Happy is the man that feareth a!~ays, but 
'l he that ~:lrdelleth his heart fuall fall into mitchief.'· 
Prov. xx\~iii_ 14-

It OUgllt not to be omitted in 1l1ewing the impropriety 
cf tIle tklge as a Tt!creaiioll al1d amufenlent for Chrilli. 
ans, that it is comy and expenfi\"e, and that this coft is 0 

a1togethe~ unlleCeffar}·, lilll:C! the end might be obtained, 
not only as well, bllt touch better, at a far che~per nte; 
perhaps, is} moil car~s, at no expenee at aU.. 1 know 
this argunlellt \vill be treated \vith great contempt by 
tllofe \\~llo live in amllence, and knc\\- 110 ctl~er ute of 
riches but to t'c't!cl tlleir appetites, anti make all the retl 
of nlankind ll.lbfervient to the gratification of their viC).. 
lerlt antI ullgo\'ernable (l~fires_ Bet thOllgh none ill tllis 
\\~orl(l h~~\"e an)~ title to IlinCer them from difpofiilg of their 
,\~e:Uth as tlley plea!c, t!l'~}? r.11lfi b\! c~l!e(l to COil1iuer, 
lIlat the}· J11\'e a IIla!ler ill ile~l\-ell. To hilll ttlC}r !llufl 
rel1l1er all aCCOllllt at the jatl (i~\\~, atl"l, ill tllis account, 

~ 

the uj~ tI1a! thev n!;,ke of tlleir rtClles is Ilot to L1e ex-
<I 

ccptcci. ·!"lle grt!at lla\"e, 110 ll{)lltlt, the uillingllilhetl ho-
nQr, if tlley I)leat~ to e".l"'r'lce it, of COlltril)Ul jllg to the 
haJ1pilleis of nl~lltitllllcs l!ll\.!er ~l!elll, and dirp~il!illg, lIn· 

(l~r God, a grelt "3rit!l}~ of tile CO'llforl~ of this lite. But 
it \,"oul<.l ~lllatc tIle en\·\~ a,.tt imolt!CnCe of tile l,)\\'er part .. , 
(\( the world, and lll()(h:r .ite their ap~tite afler riches, if 
t:le)- \\·t)lll~l r.unll(l~r, tJl~lt t!le £:l()re tllat is .colllmit!ed to 
tilenl, tile 1110rt! tll~\' Ilavc to aCCOuIlt for. ·l'Jl~ greate:t 
;md richclt m~~:1 on 'earth hath not :tny licence in the worJ 
(>f GoJ, lur an unn~~dl:'ry wane of hOls fllbliance, or cou-



fuming it in unprofitable and hurtful pleafur~s; and, un· 
d(-T the one or both of thefe charaCters, that mull fall, tllat 
is laid out upon the flage. 

Let not any reader, who cannot find a fatis~ving an· 
fwer to thefe objeCtions againfl the flctge as an unchriHian 
amuiement, from the \VOrl) of Goo, take the practice of 
the world as a refuge or fanal13ry~ and fay, This is car
rying matters to an extreme; If thefe maxims are rigidly 
aJ~ereti to, you "'ill exclulle fronl the ntlm~~r of ChriJ: -tians, not only the f~r greater part of mankind, but many 
otherwife of excellent and ami:tble characters. Th~ugh 
this is the weakeft of an arguments, it i~~ perhaps, th:it 
which hath of all others th~ lIrongeft effeCt, and moll 
powerfully contributes to iet people's minds at eafe in a 
doubtful or dangerous praCtice.. Ho\v hard is it to make 
Dlen fenfible of the evil of fllCl} fins as cutloln authoriies, 
and hlbion juflifies? There is no making them a1hamed 
of them, becaufc they are common and reputal'lk, alld 
the~ is no making them afraid of what ~hey fee done, 
without fufpicion by nmubers on e\'ery hand. But is 
there any rearon to ~lie\·e, that the example of otllcrs 
will prove a jufl and valid excufe for any praUice at the 
judgment leat of Chrifl? 'V'ill the greatneJs or the num .. 
ber of offenders fcreen them from his pol\'er? Or can 
that man expeCl: a gracious acceptance with!!i!!J, ~vho has 
fuffered his commands to be qualified by prevailing opi
nion, and \\'"(\uld not follo\v him farther thall the bulk of 
m.mkind would be;\r !.irv company. 
, I ihaH clofe the refledions upon this part of the fub
Jea by obferving, that there are two general charaCters 
of the dilCiples QfChrifl:~ which will appear, if we coniult 
the jeri ptures t to be e1Ientiai to them, and which feem 
altogc:tllcr itlCOnfiilent \vith theatrical anlufcmellts. The 
firli is It:U~denial ano mortification. 1'hough we fhould 
nut infill upon the particular ol~eaions againll the llage, 
the~ is fomc:thing of pomp and gaiety in it, on the:: bdl: 
pofhb!e fuppontion, that is incontinent with the charac
ter vf a Chriaian. rrhe gofpd is the re1!gion of finntrs. 
\\-ho are f;i\'ed from wrath bv the rich mercy and free 

~ w 

grilce ()f GoJ. 1'ilC life of fuch th\!o) mutt be a lif~ of 



pt:nitence, l'um;]!ty .~n\l mortili~.ition. The fo;)o1\'eT! 
of a cru~illc:(l ~ali\~t:r Il~\lji (\C;\T tile (rof~, an~ :reJ(1 iil 
the fame path of fut:::rip;! .-:nl.l I'dI' :J~Ji;.l), in which be 
hath gone ~fore t!leill. 1.1 ti.eir o.::)tiiiJlal CO\'ell,lllt they 
renOllJ1Ce tile ,,"orill. b)~ \,'Jlich is Ilot nlettnt fl!Cfi ~ro!s 
crimes as are a \·io~~~ticll of llatlJfal ji~:.t, as \,'e!1 J.S a 
tranfgreffion of the )a\\- cf GOlJ, but tilat exctilive at· 
t:\.!1111ent to pr~fent ill\luj.~e:iCt~, l\"hicil is Clore I>To?;:r!y 
e~prd:txl by the pomp ard \'an!ty of the world". It is 
true tllere are man~9 l)r~~~~i)!S ill Scripture, \\'b:ch reqi.lire 
11S to i11aintain an 11abit:Ja) ~rn~itutle an!l t!l311kfui franle 

L-

of fpirit, nay, to rejoice in the Lord alway. But there is 
a great {lifl~\rel1Ce bet\\"t:e11 t:~i~ j(l~-~ allG ti13t of \\'orIJJy 
men; as t}ley do not ril~ froln the iame ft1urce, to t11~y 
cannot poi1~b!y txpre!s the!llid\'cs in the fame way. 

• It is not improper here to confi{lcr the ancient forn1 ofbap
lifnl, and '\: hat ,,'as ft!ppoi'<:d by the fathers to be iOlplie(! in it, 
.t\pofi. Confl. ~ib. i. cap- ~!. al)JtassDm~£ tJ S~!Jr.':t &e. "I rc
., n\)un~e fatan and his ,,-ol'ks, and his pomps, al1~1 his f~r,"icef 
C( and his angels, and his i11YCntions, and all tl1ings that belong 
" to him, or are fubjcct to Illnl." .-\mbrof. de Illitiati3. 1n
g:'cITus es rcgcn('ratio!1~s ib.crarium, &.c.-" Theu h~ft cnt~r
" ed into the holy plrlcf' of regencrstior.; repeat ,,-hat you 
" ,\vcrc there ail~cd, all(l recolleCt \Yt1at you anf,\~cred. You re ... 
" llounced the (ieyil, and llis ,\-orl"s, :ind llis ,,-orl(l, alld Jlis 
" lll ... ·tl .. ·'". ""r' ~l t,l.,., f'tll"CS)' I- T;Cl'Ol.... Con) l'~l l\1~tt ,.,- .:\.; R _~ ~1, ,,~1U Il\.."ll ~. _.. 1.·,... I 1 c.r • _~ • - '-'. \.c..; .. 
ntlntlo til}i (~~aholc, t:c. "I rCnt)ltnce thee. f"ltan, ailt! thy 
" pO'n1p, and thy ,"ires) &t~d thy ,,,orl(l, \vhic}; lieth iOn ,,-jcked·
c~"llef.~." .l\nd that ,,1'e n1~y kno\\~ ,Yh~t thc~· tlad partic\llarly 
in vit:!\·,· l}y the porn ps of the 'VOl'}<\ ,\' hiell they renounccll~ the)p 
are fometin!cs c:~l;rcfsly raid to be t.Ile ptlblic {bu,ys. 'j'hus 
Salyian (Ie r['ovid~llt. lih. 6. page 197. Qll~ t·ll: cllinl in bap .. 
tifl110, f~c. '\ For -,\" h~lt !~ the fil'fl profeffion of a l~hrifiian in 
(, b:~l)tiinl? \,"hat. but tllat the\' l)l"oftfs to renounce the d~-

~ ~ 

'~.lil~ and Ilis pOlla ps" his fllO\\"S, al1d his ,\·orl:s. rl'J!t rcfor~ 
c, fho\\·s and pOlnps~ by 0:'11" O\\~t~ cOllfe Gion, are the \\"orks (Jf 
" the deril. lIo\,,-, () C}:rifi~~n, 'riit thotl follo,v the publil~ 
,~ fi,0\\-S after baplii'nl, ,vhicl1 tllutl conf\!lfefi: to be tIle ,vurks of 
" the de,·!l!" 

'}"hel'e are rome \\. ho I)i'etend, that (~hrillialls ~'ere only kept 
fro 111 the il!c\l,-~, b ,acut~fc tl~l''','' ,","ere 111ixed ,~i~h idclatl"oUS 

~ 

l':tes; but it is to ~J~' Ih)tl.'cl, th~~, il) the tjlnc ()f' Sal\"i~!fl, i«lo1a\r~· 
~·lS .'~~l;l\'~,l "'r.(' · .. h" it'O"l'~ \\. •• .. n no l on (""'·l' C,,·J.::l ~ .. ~.-l 1~ 1'0-II ,,\. ~·".Jva.&l .. l ... '"~, ... ~,. "'.~ 11&. H... • t a ~. .. .. ~,",. .~ll .. J"t{1 .A&. AI .. 

not' of i{~ol r;orls. Cyril of Jt.,t'ur:lleu\ alf(), aflcl' i(it,!\~try '1{a~ 
A.~~l\·o"·:"'d CO-lt:n"f-!l.....:.· ·'/~ I,ll" .. n·~ "n-"l·n.~ t"l(& ihO\\-G \.L,""~l~ ': \., ! 11 ~.~J ~.A~ ,-a h .. ~ ~ ~.,.,,~ ul' ~ • 
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.. ~!lo:hcr br:lnch of t!le Chriflian temper.. lletu-etfl 
lf~ic:h :&0\.1 th~.ltric.tI amufemc:nts~ there ap~ars a \'~ry 
grt"~t oppolit,or ~ is fpiri~~uiity and heaveuJiue(s of mind. 
Ai! ~ll C,lritiilieS are, 3tl~1 aCCOGnt tllemfclvcs piJ~T'I'!lS 
arkl Ilr;.}ngers O!l the e:irth, jet their aH~110ns nn thin~ 
abJ\·e, aild hav! their cO!1\-er:~!iOI1 in I,eaven. '\~hate\'er 
t:nt1s to weakt~n thde difpofitions. they win carefully 
a\·oi~i~ as CO:ltr~l r~· to tflc:ir l!l:t}- atlei ti1e'r interetl. Is not 
this the ca~e \\"i~h tbeatricai anlufeillents? Are they not 
very ddicbus tu a fenfual and c:lrn~ mind? Do tht~· not 
excite, gratil}· .. and riren~then theie alfcaions, w!tich it is 
moil llle bllfioc s of a C!lritlian to reiirain ? oA-\re not t11e 
io,lll16ence of \\",)rJllly ple=tftlre .. ~n(! hea,-eniinefs of nlind, 
mutually deitrll~live of ea~ll other? This is fo plaill, 
that ancient~y thore who gave themfdves up to a lac! of 
emitlent holinels and piety, ufet.l til retire \vholly from 
the conlmerce of the \\~orit! antI the fJCiet}~ of" men. 
1"hollgh this ,,-as \''"rong ill itfelf, antI [('on found to 
l1e \JeT)~ liable to f:'lperfiitiollS :lbufe, it plainly fhows how 
much they err llpvn tIle OPI)oiite fide, \vho being call~ to 
\Yean the affections from the world .. do· yet voluntarily 
and UI1!leCeffarily in(llllge thenlJe)\-es in the nlofi: delicious 
and intoxicating p)cafuTcs. 

\Vhat is ofTered ahove, I hope, will fuffice to 1how that 
the fiage, confidered limply as an entertainment, cannot 
bt! IawfuUy ufed by a ChritHan. But we mllfi: now pro
ceed in the fecond place, 1'0 confider the modem pre
tence, tl1at it is ufeful allli inflrutl:ive ; or, to fpeak in the 
ian~uage of one of its defenders, lI, A warm incentive to 
" \7irtue, and po\verful prefervative agr.infl vice.". rrhe 
tune author gives us this account of tragedy: "Tnle tra-
4' ge(I}F is a ferious leaure upon Ollf duty, lilorter than an 
" epic poem, and longer than a fable, otherwile differing 
" from both only in the method, which is dialogue infiead 
" of narration; its province is to bring u:; in love with 
" tile Inor'! exalted virtues, and to create a deteitation of 
"the blacker and (humanly fpeaking) more enormous 

• Rt'lllarks on .. ~ il(~et"iQl\·S PofitioI1S (OIlCernini tIle un!l~W !uJ, 
nefs 0.' lla~_;c-I)ld.y~. 
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" crimes." On comedy he fays, " an in:inuating mirth 
" laughs us out of our frailties by nl~king us afilamed of 
"them. Thus, when they are well intended, tragedy 
., and comedy work to one purpofe, the one manages us 
'( as children, tIle other CQIlvinces us 3S nlen." 

· In order to treat this part of the fuhjeCl: with preciiion, 
I mun beg the reader to recal to mind the account former. 
Iy given of wh~t is implied in the flage, even under the 
beft roffible regulation; becau!e, unlefs this be allowed 
me, I confefs the argument to be defeClive. It is not tlelli. 
ed., that mere may be, "and are to be fO!.lll(l, i!l fOllle um-. .. 
nl3.tic performances, noble anJ excellent fentiments. 
Thc:fe indeed are much fe\ver tllall is comlnonly fup))oft!t1, 
as might be {hewn by an examination of lome of the moft 
celebrated pla}~s. There is a great (lifierence bet\\"ee11 the 
1hining thoughts that are applaudeti in the \\~orld b}l' nlen 
of taUe, an(l the folitl antI profitable truths of religion. 
lfo\\"ever, it is a1lo\\~e(l, tll~\t tllere are fome things to be 
found in plays, againfi ,\'hich no juft objeCtion can be 
111ade; alld it is eaty to forol an idea of them fiil} Inore 
pure than any that do yet exitl; but the quefHon is, 'Vhe· 
ther it is poffible nO\ll to find, or re~fonable to hope to 
find~ fl)ch a llulllber of pieces, in their prevailillg tell
{lenc}Y~ agreeable to the holinefs aI1<.] purit}, of the Chril: 
tian charaaer, as are necefTary to il1l)port a public theatre? 
Till this is accomplifhed, all that is done to fupport the 
theatre ill the mean tinle, is <.]\)lle to i'upport the intereft of 
vice al1d \\·ickeclnefs; \V;latever it Illayo be in itfeit~ arId 
fiIlglj· confiderecl. Atl<.l if fuell a!1 ~ntire retorn1atioa l1e 
impoffibJe, a partial reformation, or nlixing a few good 
lllings \\rith it, is not only inejl~aual, bllt llurtful~ . It 
makes a hall caul~ a little lllore l}laufible, alld therefore 
tIle teillpt~\tiull Jo nlUC:l tIle Clore fornli(lal)l~. 

There is a difcourle of a foreigller of 10nle note, in 
which he exert:") all his eloquence in commend.ltion of 
plays, \\'h~n ui"t!d in the public fchooJs, for the im prove:. 
nlellt of }-Ollth ill :tG,tiOIl :llld tJoclltion, ulltler ti1e direc .. 
tiorlof their nlailers. l\S tllis gentlenlall ,,-as a clt=rg)'. 
Jl1all, l!is aut}lority is of tell II jell 011 tllis flll1jetl. l~ut it 
m;ght to be obfcrreJ, that as ht! was a young man wilen 



he empl<~}'eJ his eloq:lcnce in this caufe, fo, wh~t he fays, 
firongly fupports the proJlriety of the di:lint1ion I ha"e 
bid down. He exprefsly confines the at"gum~nt to fuch 
phys as were reprefented by youths !n the tchoo~, an,,1 
Tt'j.:Cls with great ab~or"ence the puhhc nageo and fuch as 
\fere aCled by mercenary players. Of the bll tort he hath 
the :ollo\ving firong \,·ords. "i\t hie vereor .. ~. ne qt.i lint 
" inter \'os qui ex me qurerant : ~id agis adoletCe71S ? 
" l'lloe conlredos, Hiflriones, mimos, ex e1Otltlenti:e nu
"diofis facere par:ts ? Egone? Hiflriones? ~)OS? All 
" \?iles ilJos qlli in {cenanl prodeunt mercede con<Ju£ti ? 
(4 ~i qureftus caufa quamlibet perfonam induant ? (~Ii 
" p:if1im per urbe:; vagantes artem fuam venalem haocnt? 
"~Ii" mento, Romano jure, infamia notantur ? Ab. 
"fit, a me abfit, llt in hac impleta!is lchola telleros a(lolef
" centiuln aninlts eloquentia imb'li velim. Q!lal1tic~n. 
" que earn facio, tanti tamen non etl. Satius eiTet ball:u. 
cC tire, imo fatius mutunl effe, qnam non fine fummo :lui. 
"mi periculo elnquentiam difcere·" "l1i\:h paffa&e 
rnlV be tranfl~ted thllS; "Bllt here I am afraid rome of 
.' }:ou will be ready to ~hallenge me, and to fay, what is 
" th;:i you aim At) young man? Do you intend to make 
" all \;-110 fiu{iy eloqll~nce comeciians, pla}Yers, buffoons? 
" Do I indeed? \Vhat fort of players? Thofe contempti
"b!e \\-retc)lcs, \vho are hired to COllle upon the fiagt~, 
" antI \\·ho for gain \viII perfonate any cllaraaer \\·hatever? 
" ,\rho go about through (lifferent cities making merchan
" dizt! of their art? 'Vho are julHy marked with infamy 
" in the Roman law? Far, far b~ it from me to pro
u pore, that the tender minus of youth fhould be taught 
"eioq~ience in thi;. fchool of impiety. However much 
't I vaiue it, I ,,·alue it llot at tl}!s rate. Better it "-ere 
"they fhould {lammer in Ipeech, nay, better that they 
" were dumb and incapable of fpt..:ch, than that they 
" flloul<.l learn the art of elOt1uetlce, b}1 puttillg their f{~uls 
'e ill t11e nloii ilnminent (latlger." Now, \vhether t}1is au .. 
thor's icheme was right or not, I have no occafiol1 at pre .. 
kIlt to deblte with him as an adverfary, lor h. rejeCts with 
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abhorrence the imputa:.ion of favoring the cauft! againf! 
,,-hich I plelt). 

'vnen a pabiic the~tre is defc:nlic:d as a means 0: inflruc
tion~ I cannot IleJp tilil1ki11g it is of in1IlO"tal1ce tc obl~r\"e~ 
th~t it is a IlletilCX! a)t'!).~~!I!cr uncomm~iJdcll aI1(illl13ll,!lO

riz'!d in the \,·on! of G:)\.!. ~l'his ","ill r\f!.ll)aL)iy l)l))Car a 
very \veak argunlent to Inany, but it \\,.:1 net apl-ear Jo to 
thole \\·ho ha\-e a irm lklief of, &llltl a j~,ll eil~el11 tor that 
boo~ oClite, Suell v.-iii 110t e:~iJea, tll~\t any· mcil()(l \\-iJl 
pro,1"c effeall.aji)~ to Inak~ me.l 'l ";il~ llilto tal 'lation,", 
~itJ}Otl! tile bJeffi.ll~ of (-;(X), ant} tIle}" \vill harll!y l)~ in~lu
ced to look for tllis bit:fiillg upon tIle r!age. ~\tlJ let it be 
renleolberetl, tllat it is no\v p)ea(l~(l for in a higher ji~!lt~ 
all(l OIl a Illore illlportant accour~t, than Iner~!:: :lS an 
anlul~ment, viz .. as prop:::r to fuppon the inler~fi of rdi. 
giOll; it jhoulJ therc!or~ have a politi\"e ,\'arraI1t lJefore it 
~ elnplcy~tl in tll!S cauJe, left it 1holild 111eet "'itil tl~e 
laole receptioll tllat all other hunlal} devil~cs \\'ill meet , , 

~ith, " 'A:ho hath rellllired thc:fc t}lings at }'our 11anJs ?It 
.And that none lllay ufe a delufory fort of reaioning, and 

1hift frol~ one l)retecce to another, l:l)?ing, it becorlles a 
lawful anlUf~ment by its tenllency to inilruc1, and an ef. 
~aual innrutlion by its power tv plea1e at the fame: time; 
i~ IllUli be obl~r'te(l, that a fillt'l} alllllienlerlt is 110t to be 
i,ndulgell on allY pretellce \,wh3tfoe\?er; tar \\pe 111Uii llot 
,~, do ~'.:i!, that go ... ltl may come." Nay~ caU it only a 
~ngeroHs anlufel11tnt, even. ill that cafe, no pretellce of 
pombJe or prob.\ble inflruaion (though fucp a thing were 
l}ot COIltrary to the fl1llpofitiol1) is fllfficicnt to \~?arrallt it. 
Nothil1g ]els than its beillg Ilecefl:~ry, coul(} authorile the 
praaice, alltl tIlat I ilolJe nOlle l\·ill be 10 hard)? as to af. 
ro 

nrlTl. 
It can never be affirmed to ~e nece!hry, Wilhout a bIaf. 

pllemous in11)eacllJl,ent of the divillt! \vifilon1. If tIle holy 
fcrillture-s, atld tile lllethods there authorifell all(} appoillt
ell, are filII an(i fui1i\.~iellt for Ollr fl1irituaJ !lllprO\'Clllel1t, 

all others mull be wholly unneCtfi~lry. .And if thl.'Y are 
tIle 01011: po\\·erfu} and tIle IllOfl efiec.tual 111etlllS, n{l otl:ers 
Illufi be f~frered to come into ri\'lHhip an,1 c(Hnpctitioll 
~ritll tl,em; 011 tI,e COI1trlr)'", t11c)9 n~l,i! bt: <':Ollt1~111!1etl ~s 
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"'ron~, or laid afiJe c!s complTltively weak. The truth 
is, the na~~ can never be uefc:1ded on a more untenable 
footing~ tl1an \Vllen It is reprefcntc(l as 11 .. 1\-ing a tnoral or 
VjrtU~ilS .. that is to fay, a pious cr rc!;l!ious tendency. 
,\7na! Chriiii !n can hear fuel} a p)C~l \\·ilIl I)atiellct: : Is 
the " l:\\v of tIle Lord perftCt, COll\"c:rting the foul? Is it 
" able to olake tIle man of Gexl perfeCt, thorougllly furllifll-
" ed to every gool \york ?" ,\Tl1at the!l are its ~~~feas 
\\'hich mllfi be fllllp1ied by the theatre: Ha\-e the faints of 
God, for fo lilall)~ ages, l)ftn carrie(l filfcl}~ throu~h all the 
dark and diflicult fteps of tneir earthly pilgrima~e9 with 
his ia\v as a " iigllt to ~:leir ft:ct, :l11d a lanlj) to their path," 
311d ~·et is it no\\· neCtfi:lrJ-, that they fhoulll have adlli. 
tiollal illllOlillatioll froln a ,\"ell regulated I}age? Have 
th~re beell for f\.l lot1! a tl nle pJ.fiors en} ploy'(:cl, bearin~ a 
divine comm~flion ? ordinances adminjn~reu according' 
(livitle in:litlltiOtl? Ifave there beell Ilitherto enc:t:tu-
al ior " perfeCling the faints, for the work of the miuiUry. 
-, antI for e{lifvin~ the bo(}y of Chriil ?', AllU lh411 \ve !lot . ~ . 
count l!~em among the iCoffers that were to come in the 
Ian days, who pretend to open a new commiffion for the 
pl~lJ'ers to affilt? If allY Lltall 1a}·, there needs no die 
\'ine illIlitl!ti311, all lllen are called to iIlfiru~l one allo. 
thtr~ u the lips of the righteous fhoulJ feed many," 
an~l tllis \\-ay of the drama is but a mo(Ie uf tl)e infiruc. 
tion ,\~e all O\\ge to one another. I anf\\'er. it is as a 
mo~le I attack it. 1'his \~erv mode ha!: b~el1 fl:o\vn to be 

J 

llangerolls, nay finfu!, as an an1ufement; ,\~ho then can 
fuQ\V its necdlity, in the tame mode, for iniiru::t.ion or . , 
lffiprovelTle11t ! 

If the thge be a proper nleti10d of promoting the in
ter~l1s of religion, then is Satan's kingJom divided 
againii itielf, which llc! is more cunning than to fuffer 
it to be. For ,\-hatever debate there be, whether good 
meI~ }J.\ Y attend the theatre, there can be no queflioll 
at all, that no openly vicious man, is an tnemy to it .. 
an"l that the far grca~e;' p~,rt of (hem do paflionately 
love it. 1 fay no OPEXT.Y vicious man; for cloubtlefs 
th~re may b;! lorne hypocrites wearing the habit of the 
C!lrifiiaa pil~rim) who are the \"cry worn of men, and 



yet mly fhe\\' abundance of zeal a~ainn the fbg'!'. But 
notlliilt; is IllOr(! certaill thln, t!lat takin~ the \\·or!tl ac .. 
corll:l}~~ to its apr~aral1ce~ it is tl1c \,'orJi rart of it that 
f:10\VS (110ft F·~Ir.Oll for this ciltertaillmellt, all~l the beii 
tl1at 3,-()!:ls lin,-l fears it, than' \\-ilicll there can hardly 
be a ,\~orl~ fi~n of it, ~s ~l nleans of (loill~ ~()(".J. ',"'no.. 
ever bdievt's the fo)jQwin~ words of our b!di~d ReJe~mer~ 
\\;ill 11t,-cr b~ l)~rfua(lcd tl}at poets alltl aaors jQr tl:e 
fiage )]avc Tcct:i\-e\.l all~- co:n:n:i::oll to ti~::;ik in Ilis name. 
" 1\1 Y fJ}t:cp Ilt\·.r ll!)" '" ('ice, a~\.l I kno\\' t:lenl~ alIt.) thty 
" rullo\,- 111e, .T\.':~!l x. ::;- .--.-\. I!r,\11gt!r \,'i!1 the)" not to! .. 
" 10\':, b·:: \l·ii: ilee f~\.~t'l i1inl" fer t!l~'p kilO\\- 11,)t We 
c, ,'oice: 0. : l t ~~ '1 ~t!rs, J ,~', "'! x. ~ ... . ~ 

1"'I.i5 ;" alls us to Oi)l~rV~, ti:;1t t!!e f:,:~e is l10t oni~· an , . 
iill!)fol)tr 111("t::\),: of illii:l~~tioll, l1tlt t:~,l: :lit, (.lr tIlt! far 
grc\tieli I1tl'li!~r of pit:c~s i.!le!"'~ repr~!~'1~~\I~ n.ufl ha,"e~ 
\ \pOl1 l~"e \\ !'n~~ a l'~rlli t';."''''- t~T',.l-,..,. •. ,.. rl'~:~ J' ~ ~t~l ... "'_ •. - ;l· ,! If\., ... \,. .. __ .'-"~.~ ,- •• \,.,\"1,,,-"... ••••• ~ '-w 

, (lerlt, l'~~C~~tli~ tEltl~. n1Pii l)~ tl) t::t: ~~tle ar,,,! r~lilh of !he 
I "' 1 • ... 1 f" ) ...... r r~ , I' 'I: I ... .. )Ul~ O! t!jO.~ \," .0 ... at~cnt1 !r. .. 11e (.. ~~&4Cll ty of gettIng 

good :H~:ilOrs i~)r the thea~r~. I fh,JI not in!:!i upon, but 
\"I'!a:~~"'~' i til':: atlt~lors ilrc ~~t· j~ cr ;~. i :iit1~ to ,!o~ it is cere . , :. '~~... . .... " ... 
t ~'ll t ~ ...... t· .... -')'" l"'()(JI" t .. )~\~ III 1"'~-""!'" ''''11 r"· · ,,2 ') ~H\.l ,!t"l .. ~ ..... t\.. .'\..;1 .......... ~ .. "-, l ... , ,~t: 

POii1t of Ptlri: '-, tilall the: autiit:liCC fl1~11 .. .. 
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receive. Their attendance is not confirained, but vo
luntary; nay they pay dearly for their entertainment: 
and therefore they nluft, and ""ill have it to their tane. 
rl~his is a part of the [ubjeCt that ~erits the particular 
attention of all \vho are inclined to judge impartially, 
and it proves, in the firongell manner, the abfurdity of 
forming chimericalll1ppofitions of a Hage io regulated, as, 
infiead of being hurtful, to promote the interell of piety 
and virtue. 

Here let fome truths be caned to mind which are fre
quently mentioned in the holy Scriptures, but feldom 
recollected, and their confequences very little attended 
to. There is a difiinEtion often flated, both in the old 
and new Teftament, between the children of God and 
the men of the \vorld. rl~hefe are mixed together in the 
prefent Hate, and cannot, in many cafes, be certainly 
difiinguifhed by their out\vard appearance; yet is there 
at bottom, not only a reai difiinCtion of charaCler, but a 
perfeCt oppofition between them., as to the commanding 
principle of all their aCtions. And as thero is an oppo
fition of charaC1:er between them, fo there nlufl: be an 
oppofition of interefis and views. Our bleffed Redeem
er, when he came into the \vorld, was "defpife(l and 
" rejected of men;" and he every where tells his dir
ci pIes, that they mnft expect no better treatment. 
Matt. v. I I, 12. "Bleffed are ye when men fuall revile 
" you, and perfecute you, and fhall fa}' all manner of 
., evil againft: you falfely, for my fake. Rejoice and be 
" exceedin.g glad: for great is your reward in heaven; 
"for fo perfecuted they the prophets that \\"ere before 
"you." And on the other hand, Luke vi. 26. u '''TO 
" unto you when all men fila11 fpeak vlell of "OU, for fo 
" did their fathers to the falre prophets." Again, John 
Xv. 19. "If ye \vere of the \vorld. the \vorld would Jove 
" his own; but becaufe ye are not of the \vorld, but I 
" have chofen you out of the world, therefore the world 
" hateth you." His apofiles fp' ~k al\vays in the fame 
language: thus the apofile Pau'. 'Rom. xii. 2. " ... 1nd 
" be not contornled to this world. :-~.~ ,r, he lavs it do\vn 
as an uni verfal pofition, 1 1'iln. iii. !.... 'i Yea, and all 
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., that ,,"HI lh'e godly in Chrin Jefus fllall fu!fer perre
" cUlioll, " N O~\· I alk, "·Jletller tilO!~ \\'I~o have it 

flrong and roo!cd aVt"rfion to tn.e holinefs, which is not 
the ch:ar..Ctc.:r of the fincere Chrifiian. will ,'ohmtariiy 
(foud to the theltre, to hear and fee. fuch perform:mct'3 
as breathe nothiJ'.g but what is as!ree::bJe to the pure 
and uncorrupted \fonl of God? 'Yill thote ":}1O reviit, 
injure, and periecute the faints themfeh'es, delight in the 
fla~e~ if honer is there put upon true re1ig:on, and p!eafed 
,\'Itll that charatler ill the re))refcI1tation \\'11icll t!le)' hate 
in the original? rrhis would be to e}.:pett impofilbilities. 
Alltl tllerefore, \\~liJe the great majoril}l" of tlll1!e ,,-110 at
tt:l1(llhe flage are unholJt, it is certain, tll,lt tIle I~!a)'s 
"-)licIl the\- lkho)(l \\tith pleafure, C311110t, upon the ,,-hole, 
but h:lve a criminal tendency. 

If ,\ny alledge, tJl~t the poet's art ma)~ be a means to 
make religion an1iable to them, I anf\\"er, that Ile call1lot 
nlake it amiable, but b}' (\(lulteration, b}, nlixing it \'Ji:h 
jomething agreeable to tl1eir O\'ln tafie; allll tl1en it is not 
religion that they aclmire t but the errOl1eOllS, <lcbafe(l, alltl 

falfc! refemblance of it. Or even fllppofing, t!lat, in a 
iingle infiance or t~:o, not11ing ill fubflallce fllOll!cl be fet 
before them but true religion, and this dreffed to the \"ery 
}Jlg11efl arl\"tantage h}1 the ))oet's gel1ius all(l aCtor's fl\:iIJ, 
tllere \\~Olll(l be little ~aiIled: becaufe there hllnlan arts 
onl}' \vou}cl be tile objetl of their aC!lniratioll, all,-l tiley 
\vGlll(l a]\\iays I)refer, al1c.1 fpectlily prOCtlre, a uifpla}1 of the 
fan1e arts, l11)011 a fuL)jecl more agreeable to tlleir corrupt 
Illincls. Tllis ill(lef;(J, \\te are llot left to gat}1er l1)' ,\~a)" of 
inttrenc~ and deduClion from other truths, but are ex [,refs. 
l}! taught it in tIle \~90r(1 of Goel. }'or~' the nattlraI Inan 
-. recei\yetll 110t tIle tllings cf the S})irit of God: for the}' 
" are foolifllnefs ll!lto lliol, 11either can 11e ],110\\' them, 
., becaufe tIle}T are fl)!ritllall)' clifcernetl." I (~or. ii. \" 14. 
':Exper:ence is a Hr~ng proof of this. For if any man 
tvill take the p~ins of making up a i)'fiem of the morality 
of the flage, I do not mean the horrid proiJnity~ ano ICan. 
dalolls oblCenity, that is to be found in the worn, but <.0:' 

tbat which IS called virtue in the befl of the pieces Wfot(;! 

ttir th~ theatre." L' will find it e:~ceeding diff'c:rent from 
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Ct.riflian nlOrf\~S; an{l, tJlat a~ a<lllerence to it \\'o\lld he, 
in moll inilances, a wilful uepartur6 from the rules of a 
holy life. 

However plainly this is founded upon the word of God~ 
ancl Joulld r~afon, tJlere are fOfne very lll .. willing to t.Q~~ 
rhlt e\~er tlleir (Jut}1 as Chriflia~ls lhou)(l cOllfirain mum- te 
be at odtls \vith the ~t:!icacit:s of ).ife, or the polite and fa
lliionabJe pleafures of the age. And, as the miJ.ll:i of maa 
is very ingenious in the detence of that poHutiOll \thiGh' it 
loves, rJ1e}F fometimes bri11g in criticifln to theil' aid • 

. The}" alle(l~e, that by the " world~' is' ul1uerllood, gen«. 
rally th:-ough the New rrdlament, thofe who were hea..; 
ther.s by prefei1ion; and that rile fame oppofition to tru¢ 
r~li~ion, in judgmetlt and lleart, is not to be afcribed t& 
thore \\-ho are nlembers of the viiibIe cRurch. It is an. 
f\\rerecl, the wore} cli(l illdee(l lignify a·s they fay, for this 
plain reafon, tllat in tIle early days of Chrift·ianity, when 
it \vas tlncler l)erfecution, few or none \\Tould make pro-. 
feilion of it, unJefs they did· realI}F believe it. But is Rol 

· the meaning frill the fame? Can we fuppofe that the Ra.. 
tree} of tile then \vorld, was at the name of religion only. 
and not at the fublhfl<:e ? '~as the devil " the prince of 
H this world," then? and has he not now equal dominion 
over, antI is he not equ~\lly ferv'ed by thofe \\rho are pro
fane in their lives, though they were once baptifed? \Vas 
he the fpirit that" then worked," and is he not the fpirit 
that "no\v \vorks," in the children of difobedience? 
The truth theretore remains !liIl the fame, thofe who are 
in a natural and unregenerate flate, who hate true reli4 
gion in their hearts, muft have fomething v~ry different 
betore they can be p~~:lr·d with· feeing it on the {lage.1: 

•. There is an excellent paifage to this purpore in an eifar 
agalllft plays, to be fOllnd in Olle of tIle vol lImes pllblilhed 
about a hllndrc(l }·\..'1.1'S ago, by tIle gelltlemen of the Port
P..()~al in France, a fociety of Janfeniils, of great parts and 
~nllnent pict)~. This Cfi'U}T in particular·, is by fome raid to 
hp.ve heen \V l'lttcll by tl1e urince of Conti. Seaion 15th of that 

~' 1 

f:h~ly, h~~ 1~lY~, " It is fo trtle that le)lays are almoft al\\"ays a 
~'l'cpiecrentation of vicious paffions, that the lnon part of. 
.. , ~~hl'iflian yirtllcS ~r~ ineu11ablc of appearing upon the fiage. 
t. "I I \ · d·· "I " c nc,c .. pat\ellC"~, n'lO (' ration, V,'ll" om, po;-erty. repentance~ 

, T \", I l T, \ T ' 
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That this argument may have its proper force, w~ 
ought to confiJer, how great a proportion of perfons under 
the dominion of ,·icc allci \vicketlnefs there nlull a}\\'a}'s 
be among thore who attend the theatre. The far greaten 
number of the world in general are ungodly. l'his is a 
faa which could hardly be denied, even though the fol. 
lowing paffage had not flood in the oracles of truth. 
" Enter }"e in at tIle 11rait gate; for w)(le is the gate, and 
"broad is tIle \,-ay that ]eadet)l to deflruCtion, 811d nlany 
" there be ,,:-llich go in thereat: Becaufe firait is the gate, 
,e and narro\v is tile \\-ay that leadeth llnto life, 311d few 
'e there be that find it." ~fatt~ vii. 13, 14. An() as none 
can attend the fiage, but thofe in higher life, and more af. 
fluent circumfiances than the blllk of mlnkind, there is 
nill a greater p'·oportion of them who are el1emies to pure 
and undefiled religion. '!'htlS, fays Ollr Saviour to his 
difciples, "\! erily I fay UlltO }Jou, that a rich matl fhall 
" har(lly enter into tIle kingcloln of l1eaven. J.~lld again 
'e I fay unto y"Cll, it is eafier for a canlel to go through 
" the e}'e of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into 
"the killgdoln of God." I\:Iatt. xix. 23, 24. 1"'0 the 
fame purpofe the apoflle P£1.ul fays, "Ye iee your calling, 
"brethren, ho\v tllat not many \\rile m\?ll after tIle aelh, 
" not Illany migllty, not nlallY 110l)le are called.'~ I Cor. 
i. 26. rl'his (loes not at all fllppole, that tllofe ill 11igh life 
are original]}? more corrtlI)t in their nature t11an others, 
bllt it arifes [ronl tlleir btillg eXI)ofe(1 to nluch greater 
and fironger temptations. Now, if from the {mall num· 

" are 110 virtllc3, the r~preren-:.atintl of ,,9hic]1 call divert the 
" fpcclatol's; all(l ,:bove all, ,ve nt'\'cr Ileal' IlUI'lility fpokell ot~ 
" and t!le llca:'inr.; of injuries. It ,vould be ftrang'c to fee a 
" Dlollcll ~n{l iilcnt rcligiolts l)crfull rl'l)l'cfentcd. rl'hci'c n1ufl 
" be fOnl(.'thing great alld rcno\,·ncd according to D1CI1, 01' at 
" lean. fOlnetlling liYcly anti allilllat~c.l, ,yhich is 110t l11ct ,vithal 
" ill (:hriftiall gravity anci ,,,ifdom; alld ther~forc thofe \"ho 
" 11ayC l)CCll dclll'UllS to introdllce I10ly ]11Cn allel 'VOl11cn upon 
" the fiagc, lluve beel} fOl"ce(1 to l11ake thell) apI)CC11· l)l'oud, 
" and to Inakc thClll lItter difcOll rres ll10l'C l)l'Ol)l!1' 101' the an~ 
" cicnt I{0111~Ul herol's, thall fOl- faints an<l l11art.y I'S. rr'ht ii' 

t ~.devoti()n llpOl1 the flag'\.~ ()'.!;~.ht alfo to u\,; al\yay~ a litll~ ex· 
;l'aoJ'dillal'\9, '7 

# 



btr of real Chrillians in the upper ranks of life, we again 
fub~raa ruch as COUllt the flage llllJa\vful or t)lllgerous, 
or have no i:lclillatioll to it, there will vei}9 fe\y remain of 
thofe "lil0 are ,.; the JiJt of tIle earth," to fc:afoil tile ul1llal
lO~\'ed afiemhlya 'Vh.;t fort ofproduaions then mull they. 
be, whicll1hclll have tIle approbation of fuch jUlJ~es? Ho\y 
Dluch more proper to f,clJllte than to reiorm, to lx>iion than 
to cure? If fueh ill fae: the great bulk of pla}?s !la\'e al\\·a}'s 
hitherto beel1, from \V:lat has been laid, it Otlgllt not to be 
\vondered at, becauf~ it Catlnot be other\\9ife. 

It is "ery poffible, that fome may be all this while 
holding the argument 1ery clleap, and fa}Ying \vith lord 
Shafteibllr}", "The trlle genius is of a nobJer nature 
" than fervileI}7 to fub:nit to the corrupt or vitiated tafie 
" of any age or place ;-he \\'orks not for gain, but lIe
" fpifes it ;-he knows, and will not f\Verve from the 
" trutll of art; he \vill produce \\11lat is noble and excel
" lent in its kind ;-hf~ \viII refiile tIle pllblic ear, and 
"teacll tllelu to adlnire in tIle rigllt place." ·rhefe, 
though I do not cite aay particular paffage, are all of 
thenl fentimel1ts, antI ulofl of tlleffi expreffions, of that 
autllor fo much a(lillire.l among 1110(lerll philofophers.-
But the objet1ioll is ealily folve{l. rl~lle obfervation is 
allo\vee) to be jult, all(} tID 1101(1 \vitll reJpea to tIle poetic, 
cratorial, or all" Iltl!llall art, becallfe \ve kno\v of no 

~ . 

hig)ler fia11clar(1 ill allY .of tllefe, tllan \Vllat lluman nature 
in its l)relellt flate, \vill Inoll adnlire, \Vllen it is exhil)ited 
to view. Accor{lillgly, tIle great poet aI1C} tIle great ora
tor, thougll, througll tIle pre\7alence of a bad tafte, they 
may lind it difficult at firIl: to procure attention, yet they 
\viII procure it at Iafi: ancl \\TI1en they are heard, they 
carry the prize fronl all illferior prete11(lers: atld indeed, 
~heir doing fo is the very touchl1one and trial of their art 
it[elf. In this caie there lies no appeal ii'om the judg
ment of tI1e IJublic or tile 111ultitllde (as .David Hllme has 
raid for once according to truth) to the judgment of a 
wiler fe\.v. 

But there cannot be any thing more abfurd than to 
fuppole, that (he fame thing will hold in lTIOrlls Jncl rea 
ligion. The dramatic poets in Athens, wh;,;re the ftage 
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was firfi efiablifhed, improved upon one another, and 
refined ther own tail~, and tllat of their a\)(liel1Ce, as to 
the elegance oftheircompofitions. Nay, they foon brought 
tragedy, as a great critic· jhferves, to as great ~rft;aion 

· as the nature of:tbe thing ·teems to admit ot: But \\"hoe. 
ver will ·from t.his infer, that they improved in tlleir nl~ 
rals in the fame .proportion, or by that n1e·\GS, ,,-ill fall 
into a very grQfs '\1liilake. 1"his in(leed feenls to be the 
great error 9.£ Rlodern infidels, to fuppore that there is no 
more in mora.ls than a certain tafie and fenfe of beauty 
and e.}egance. Natural talents in tIle ·hUlllan nlind are 
,quite Gli-ilina from .DlQra.l d ~fpofiti'ms, and the excellence 
of the ·Qne ·is ·llQ 0viclen£e -at all of the pre\'"alence of tl1e 
other. .On the contrary,.the4irlt ~re man)· tilnes fOllnd 
in the higheft pe-t'feCtion, ·where tllere is a total abfence 
,Qf the laft. And theretore, that true genius is the objeCl: 
of,uQiverfal approbation, hinders not ·but that true gOQd. 
Jilefs is the objett of general averfion. The Scripture at: 
{uresus, that all men are by nature under the power of 
SiR, ." tha.t every imagillation 9f tIle tlloughts of mall is 
." .only ev,il froln his }'outh, amI tliat COl1tillUall}, .. " Gen. 
v·i. 5· .( That the carnal mind is enmity againft God. 
~ an~~~ till.it be r.enewed by liivine grace, "is not fllb
" jeCl: to ,tIle la\v of God, neither indeed ~al1 be." Rom • ... 
Vl}.). 7. 

Now .it is utterly impoffible and felf.contradiCtory, 
that men filOul.d appreve and delight in that which is 
.contrary to the habitua;l prevailing temper of their hearts; 
-and ·to bringaboot a c:bange ·ia them is not in the power 
of af.1y h.uman art, but with the E:OfiCUrrence of the Spirit 
and grace of God. In this he ·has given no authority to 
the players to aCl: under him, nay~ he has exprefsly told 
~s, that he will not <>rdinarily, in any way whatever, 
make ufe of the perfetlion of human art, but of the plain
eft and weakeft outward means. l'l111s the apoflIe Paul 
~lls us his M,fter fent him, " to preach the gofpel, not 
." witil wifdom of words, left the crofs of C11rifl fllOll1d be 
It ~~ Q{ none effetl." 1 COf. i. 11. And," after tha~ 

, Al'iaotleo . .. . \" .. 
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" in the " .. ifdom of God, The \vorlcl by \vifdom kne\\· not 
"God, it pleated Gud by the foolifhnefs of pr~aching to 
" fave thenl that believe." ! Cor. i. 2.1. He aBc profe[~s 
that his praClice had always been conformed to this rule, 
" And I brethren, when I came to you, came not with 
" excellency of fpeecll or of \vl!!'om, declaring unto }-OU 

"the tellimony of God." I Cor. ii. 1. "And my ipeecll 
"allcl my preacl1ing \vas llot with ellticiilg words of 
" nlan'~ \viliJonl, but in (leffionflration of tIle Spirit and 
u of power. 'I'hat yeur faith 1hould not iland in the wif
'~dOln of fileo, but in the power of God· ." I Cor. 
ii.. 4, 5· 

It may be nece[aiY here to obviate an objeCtion, that 
in the holy Scriptures thel!lfelves \\·e tintl feveral paffages 
\\1hicll feern to fignif}7 that true religion, tllOUg(l it is not 
the choice of all men, is yet t!le objt:a of univerfal ap
probation. Thus we are told, that "the righteous {hall 
., be in everlafting remembrance, but the memory of the 
" \vickec! fhall rot." Nay, \\7e are exhorted by the apor
de Paul to the pratiice of our duty in fuch terms as thefe, 
"\:Vhatioever things are true, whatfoe\yer things are 

fl Ferllaps rome "1ill afk here, Is then human art, and are 
natural talents, ,,,,hiell are tIle gifts of God, ,,-holly t:.xclllded 
frolll !lis fer"ice? I allf-\\~l~r, they are not. _A\nd yet the in
itances of tlleir being elllillel1tly uicful are exceedillg rarc. 
Such is the ilnl)crft:ction of tIle 11lllnan min~, that it cail hard
ly at the faIlle tillle, giye great :tttention alld application to 
t\VO <liilillct f\\lljects; alld therefore, when Inell gi,-e that in
tcnie al)plicc...~i'-'11 to lll.lnlan art, 'Vllicll is neceiTar}' to brillg it 
to its pcrfeCtioll, tlley· are ailt to oyerlook the po,\·er alld grace 
of God, ,villl0Ut \vhicll all ~rt is ,"aill all(\ ineffect\'lal. i\gl'ee
ablv to this, ,vIlell Inell of elllillent talents llaye been of fervi€c 
in i'eligion, it has been commonly by the excl'cifc of fclf-deni
(ll, by lllakillg a v~ry fpal'ing aIld 1110(\crat.e ufe of tlleln, alld 
~lc'ring thelUfelycs fo det:ply penetratc(l ,\,ith a fellft! of tIle 
llnpol't,lnt truths of tIle evel'lafting gofpcl, as to defpifc the 
bt!'luties an(l etnbeliilimellts of hUl1lall ikill, too great all attell
tion to ,vhicll is eyiclentlj- i11collliftcnt \vith the other. '''''" ell, 
~~\y refilled obfervel's, this is tlle very pei··feclioIl of art to we 
it ,,"ith great reteI've, alld to keep it out of ,·ic,v as nluch aJi 
l)of1ible. .l\n(\ it is indeed tile pcrfc\~liol1 of art to Ilave the ~p
]lcal'ance of tllis, but tt is pecll1~;tr t9 a ·rene'Yt!d l}ca-rt to )laYe 
~t ill l'C~llity. 
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"lovely, \\,llatfoe'lcr tllin~s are of gOJJ r("I)l~rt, 11 t ·~er'! 
" be all}' \'irtlJC, if there be allY I)rail~~, tllillk 011 tilcfe 
~' tllings." l~ut thefe nlllfi 1lJrt!Jy llC! t:xl~laille(l in ~ ucll 
a manner .. as to be conflUent with the d~ar anJ Ihong 
pa[ages menlioned above; which it is Hut dilIicult to do. 
~rlle Dlattc::r of lnany good at~iollS, 1)~\rliclll(lrly facial l'ir
tues, tIle dilties of the fecon(l table of t:1C 1 a ,,1" , \\"ic.'ietl 
Dlen do often apl)ro\:e, nJ}~, tIley' nl,lJ' not onI}- fee fcnl= 
beauty, but feel ttllne pleaftlre in them, from nat~ll aI, 
tll0l1gil 11nfanaifie~1 afietli(Jns leading to tllclfl. J\ut 
truly gootl atliollS, infiallces of i10i}7 obe(lit:llce to Gt)~!, 
in tlleir 111anner, and in tIle prillCil)lc:s li'onl \Y]licll tbty 
OUgllt to flO\'l, the.!' lleitller cal1 apj)fo\Te nor perforln. 
. :Nothing can be <lone agreeable to the will of Gcd, 
but what hath the following properties.' It muft be done 
from a [ellie, 110t Olll)1 of the unalterable obligatioll, lJut 
the 11trfea excellel1ce of the la,,' of God, Ronl. ~ vii. 12. 

renouncing all pretel1ce of n1erit in the aaor, Gal. ii. 20. 
Phil. iii. 8.; depending for aHlftance entirely on divine 
fu'el1gtll, JOI111 -:S\7. 5.; 311(1 \V itll a fitlgle e)ge to tIle die 
ville glor)~~ I C:or.x. 3!. I Pet. iv. II. It is 110t tIle 
matter of an actioll tilat renclers it trlllJ~ llolj:r, bllt the 
prey,llence of tllele l)rillcil)lt!s ill the 11eart of tile })er. 
tormer. Al1(1 tIle)1 are fo far fron) l)eitlg gellerall}r al)~ 
prove(l, tllat tIle).' are llated allll (le'i)if~(I, arlcl tIle ,·er}!" 
profefli()[l of IllOil of tllell1 at Ieafl, rillicllle(l i)}, t\;ery' 
worllllv n1all. 1'lle trlltll is, it is lI0t eary to (iifi'orer 

- . thefe prillci )les otl1er\viie tllall l))l 11~rratioll. rl"hey lie 
deep in tIle lleart, tIle}T <.10 110t feek to tlifco\~tr tllCI1}le!ves, 
.and tl-le file\villg tllell) 011 tIle 1taGe \VOllllJ. be a iurt of 
contradidioll to tlleir llatllrc. I believe it '/voul(l exctled 
tile art of 11I0ll I)oets or actors; to fxllil)it 11Y Ollt \\;artl 

1igns, trt.le f~lf:(leIlial, \vitll011t jOillillg t() it illC.ll oflell
tatioll, as ,v(luI,-l (leflrov its efl~~t. 0;- if it (itlh.! be 

J 

dOlle, it \\;ouIJ be fa far frOrtl l1eillg (leligl1tflll to l110f~ 
· ,vho ~, through tbe pride of their heart wi!! not fctk after 
"Gael," tl.at it \\·ou1(! fill t!1enl. \\·itll (li(;l;~t ()r dil(lail~ • 
. 50 tllat all friellcls of tIle Jtage Olll')1t t.) l()irl \ri~ll.1 )4lViJ 

~~ ,-. ~ 

Hume, \\,,110 11atll cxcll14(;(11cl!:ll~11;~~I, 11~li1!ilit}r, arl<.l 1110r· 

tihc,~t~011, frolll the 11,.tllbcr ()f lile \9irtll('\S, ~~rld rarll).elt 
them amon.g the \·ic('s. 



From this it ~ppears, tlllt \\·or1tlly men will llear a 
form of godlinels, but the fpirit and power of it they 
canllot ell(lure. '\·llt:3 tllerefore, tIle SCT1l)tures Te

prt:fc:nt religion, or any part of it, as amiat)le in the 
eves of nlankind in gelleral, it is 0111), gi\·ing one view 
of its excellence in idelf or in its matter: Jut this can 
never be intellt)cll to make the jtl(l~nlct~t of bl(l Inen its 
fiandarll or oleafure. .I.;\n(l \\-llen t!le approbation of men 
is propoft:d as an argum~nt to duty, it cannot be COD

fitlered ill an}' otller ligllt, tIl an as all aflifiant fubor(lillate 
mvti\'e to I)rel~rve us from its violation ; for tIle Scrip.: 
tures \\,ilillever ,\~arral1t tIS t~ ailll at the praife of men, 
as tl1e re\\~ar(l of our C.Ollll)lialicc. 

If tllere be allY more t}lan \Vllat i~ fai(l above in the 
tefiitnony \vhicll ,vicked n1en give in favor of religion, 
it is btit the voice of natural confcience, that is, the ,,~oice 
of God ill tllC01, a11d not tlleir 0\\"'11; and as it is ex
torted froln them againfl tlleir \\"ill, tlley do all in tlleir 
power to detlroy the force of the evidence. rrhis we 
may be fellfible of, if \ve \vill recolleCt, that it is al\\'a}!s 
gelleral, allu tl1at many fpc~k \\TeIJ of fomething ,,·hich 
they call religioll in general, \\,hen )7et tllere' is Ilardly 
an}' of the ier\ll11ts of God, in \vhoft! chara(J:er and con
duCt tl1ey \viII not endeavor either to find or make a 
fla\v. The trutll is, thougll fome few heroes in profani
ty vilify religioll i!l itfelf directly, aIlcl in all its parts, 
the plurality of fcoffers only tell you, this and the other 
thing is not religion, but fuperfiition, precifenefs, fancy 
or wh~m, and 10 on. But at the [arne time, if you take 
a,vay all t11at by" fonle or otller is refleB:ed on lInder tllefe 
appellations, yon will leave little behind. \f"hich p1ain~ 
ly teaches us this truth, that no man will cordially ap
prO\7e of fuell a fcheme of religion ~s 11e (lo(Js not believe 
and embrace, 01' inwardly and without diflimulation ap
plaud a charaCter that is better than in his 0\",11: at teaH, 
than his own either is, or he falieIy prefumes it to be~. 
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For this reafon, the apofiIe John gives it as a mark or 
evidence of regeneration, "\V e know that we have pan: 
" eel from death to lite, becaufe we Io~·e the brethren i" 

that'is to fay, a iincere and prevalent love to a faint 
&5 fnch, can dwell in no heart but that which is fanai. 
tied. 

It will be pro~r here to take p.otice, becaufe it has fome 
relation to this fubjeCt of what the: advoc~tes of the fiage! 
often make their boaft, that before a pol i fhed audience 
things grofsly criminal are not fu!fc:red t() be aCted; and 
that it is (\ne of the rules of the drama, that, if fllth thin~ 
be fuppofed, they muft be kept behind the fcenes. \Ve 
are often put in mind of the pure tane of an Ath~n!an 
audience, who, upon one of the anors expreffing :1 pro
fane thought, all rore up and left the theatre. 1'. famous 
French tragedian, Cornei11e, alfo takes notice of it as an 
evidence of the improvement of the llage in his time, th3t 
one of his heft written pieces had not futceeded, U Becaufe 
" it ftruck the fpeCtators with the horrid idea of a pTofti~ 

nefa.lly ill comparifons between man and man. 1\leo common~ 
ly extcJld their charity to thofe ,\:,ho ha,"e leis, and not to thofe 
\tho haYE! more poodnefs tllan tlle-~nfelves. Tllev are '~erv fe,Y, 

., 4 • 

'trho, ,~hcn the~- fee others 1110re ftriC\: alld re~ular in their con-
(IlIa than they arc 'villitlg to be, (10 not afcril!e it either to 
wickcdnefs or hypocrify. Per!laps indeed) the realbn of this 
may b~:, that ,l gracillal difference as to tIle atlions don~, is con
fiderc( as COllfiitllting a fpecific (lifference ill the moral charac.
tel'; alld mell condemn others not for beillg better thall tileDl
fel,?es, \lpOn their o\vn notion of goodnefs, but for placillg reli
gion in the e~:tremes, ,,,hich tIle}· appre11ell(\ o\lgl1t to be ayoid~ 
cd. rl~his COIl firms tile remark lnade abo,'c, that cycry In an '5 
()wn cllal'aaer is the fianrlard of llis approbation, al\(l filO\VS at 
the fanlc tilne its iIlconiifiency ,vith that Iltlmilit}?' ,yhich is er. 
~ntial to cver)T chriftian. '\··here,·er tl=lere is a real allprot>a
t'l()n, and fincere cOllfefiioll of fuuei"'iol~ ,,"ol,tll, tllere is alfo an 

, . 
l!uteiglled illlitatiull of it. "fhe cl1riftian 110t only 1"nO\V5 11\\n-
lclf to be infinitely (\iila:lt froln God, ,,-llenl yet l~e fUllrt!llleIy 
lo,·es, bllt tllilll{s hilnfclf lefs than tIle leaft of all faints; but 
lie CQul(l lleither love the one- r~or t!~c othCl', if he l\ad not a 
l'l"al, hO\V~';el' dirtallt iil~cnefs ; if IlC lla(l nol tile f~eds ofcycrr 
i~;ood difpoiitiotl implante(l in hiln, the p;rO\, .. tll of \vhicll is his 
tL.prenlt~ ete-fire, an{l the illlpro",·ctucnt of \\"laich is the cOllilant 
~Uil'ct of his care und dili~cnco, 
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I: ticn, to \\-hich a 1101)· \,~otnan llau bt~en condemned." 
.:\.i to tile cafe of tl!c ... ~tllenialls, it \\'ere c:afy to tllOW 

ffl'll1 the Ilature allu circuI11fial1ces of t:te faa., tllat tl1is 
reielltl11cIlt at tIle profanit}, of the poet, tllOUgh it 'vas 
ex ')rc:ii~ll ill tIle tlleatre, \\'JS by no o')eans learlle<.l tllere • 

.01 

But it is ncedl.:fs to enter into any nice tiijtluifilion upon 
this fllt~~d.. for all tlllt foJIows from any fuch infianct:s, 
is, tLlt tj~ere are fonlt! thitlgS fa very grots all(l fhocl~illg, 
that, a~ but a fe\\' of the moll abandolled \\'ill comnlit 
them, i~ the rtft of th~ \vorld call ha\'e no d~ligil! in be. 
hoUil1;; them. rrhac is, no doubt, a great variety of 
chJraa;;r~ diifering cne from another in the degree of 
their dcgt:ne racy » and yet aU of them elftntially dHlinCl: 
fronl true l)l~t}l. 

To fd this matter in 3. jill! light, we murt remember~ 
thlt, as has been cOllfe[cd above, the matter of many 
good aaion~~ or a defettive imperfeCt form of vir ue is 
approved by the generality of the world; and, that they 
are very n1uch [\,'ayed in their attions b}l a vie\v to public 
praife. Therefore, they are mutually checks to one 
another, al1d vice is not feen on a tlleatre in a grofs, but 
commonly in a more <hngerous, becaufe an engaging -
and i!lfinuating form. TIle prefence of fo many wit. 
ndfes does refirain and difguife fin, but cannot change its 
llature, or rentler it innocent. The purity of tile tlleatre 
call ne\'er be carried farther by the tafie of the audience, 
than what is required in couverfation with the polite and 
fafhionable \\rori(i. There vlce is in {orne Inea[ure re. 
firainecl; men may be wicked, but they muft not be rude. 
Ho\\~ mllcll this atnOullts to is but too \vell kno\vn; it is 
no more tliail that \ve nltlfi: llot difgutl thoft! \,,"ith whom 
\\"e converfe, and \'''aries with tlleir charatler. This is 
io far from being agreeable to tile rules of the gofpel, that 
a ferious Chriftian is often obliged, from a lenft! of duty, 
in be geiIty of a breach of good manners, by adminifiring 
unaCCtl)table reproof. 

Thus it appears that, in the na~e, the at;dience gives 
hw to the POtt, which is much the fame thing as the [cho
hr chnfing hi!) own ldfon; and \vhether this be a fafe or 
pro~tlble mt:t~od of infirutlion, is eaty to judge. Every 

\ ale Ill. _ :{ 
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one who knows human nature, ef pecially who belie ~'es tIle 
reprefflntation given 0:: it in fcripture, mull conclude, 
that the young will be feduced into the commiffion, and 

. the ol<.ler confirlned and hardenecl in the fraCtice of fin ; 
becallfe cllaraCters, fllndarnentally \\1roIlg, \viII be tllere 
painted out in an amiable light, and diveHed of what is 
moft fhanlefu1 ancl fll0ckillg. By tllis means confcience, 
inllead of being alarmed, and giving faithful teflimon}" is 
deceived and made a party in the caufe. In fhort, "ice 
ill tIle theatre mull wear the garb, a[ulne tIle name, and 
claim the re\vard of virtlle. 

How tlrong a confirmation of this have we from expe. 
rit.:l~e? Have not pla}7s ill fact commonI), turned tlpon 
tIle cllaraCters nloll grateflll, ai1d tIle (; ~ ~nts Inofl interefi
ing to COrrll1)t nature? I)ride, Ull(ler the nalne of great
Ilefs of milll1, anlbitioll atld revenge, under tl10fe of valor 
and ]leroifill, ha\Jc l1een, t11eir conflallt fubjeCts. But 
chiefly love: this, which is the firongeH: paflion, an~ the 
mort dangerous ill tIle l1ulllall frame, and frOIll \Vllich the 
greateft nunlber of crimes, and crimes tIle lTIofl atrocious, 
have fprung, \vas al\vay·s encouraged upon tIle fiage. 
There, "'OOlell are [,ve}lt(l \vitll vanitjT, by feeing tlleir 
fex deifie<.i alld adored; tllt:re lllell learll t11e la11guage, as 
\v,ell as feel by fympatllY, t.Ile tranfports of tllat paffioll ; 
an:d tllere tIle hearts of botll are open alld unguarded to 
re.:eive tIle itllIJreflioIl, becaufe it is covered ,ltJitIl a rnaf1{ 
ofhol1or. I-lath tllis tIler} been only the cafe at particlllar 
tinles of occafiollal corru!)tion, or for want of a proper re
glllation of tlle fiage ? No, it is illfeparable froln its COf)

ititlltion. StIch 11atIl beetl tile nature and tenderlcy of 
plays in all former ages, and fuch, from the tafie and dif. 
pOfJ~ti(jll of tl10fe \VI10 attencl tl1en1, it is certain tlley \viII 
iorc'ver COlltinue to uc. * 

.. l)c i h~~l)S it ,,-ill be alled~~ccl, that the ,y hole force of' t ~ is 
l'cai()nillg' l~lay h~ CY~~tlcd, by fuppollnr; a {tag'e (lirccte(l by tile 

lllagiilr,ttc, ,~nd 1\11'lH)1t.cd at the public ch:trg'c. III tllis C~1re 
I ," \11' .•• t lC IlC1·!Ol'lll'-.'1':; ~.;·OUa~l ,J\.! Uilder no t~n)l)tatlol" lor' gaIn, to ~:l'a .. 

tify the tat1e of tile audiellc!.~, and the 111allaf~et'S ,vould ha\·,~ 
(Iuite ~t di~rcl'c!1t iutention. It is confetrcd, th'lt t!\l~; t'tq)poiitioa 
fccln'~ conlidcrc.lL 1 r tu 'VC;;l ken till! uro~ull ~n ts ,\:)or~ ur~, d" 
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Another argument, which fhows the Ilage to be an im. 
llrn ler method of illfirnaion, or rather tlut it is ptrniciou:i 
ali~ hurtful, may be dr,\\Vll from its o\vn Ilature. III its 
111011 improved fiate, it is a piCture of human life, anJ 
nltlfl re}lrtfent charaCl ~rs (., they really are. An alltJl0r fJr 

the fiage is not permitted to feign, but to pa:llt and ((li J)". 

thongll perllaps more il\ thcor)· than it 'vo\ll~l UO in l)r~\aicc. 
Dut I ,volllci afk any ,,~110 lllake fnell n fUPl)ofitifJll, 'rhy _hi~ 
in,-iolabIe attacllnlcnt to the flagc? '\"hy mllft 1'0 111any t·f
forts be lna(le to llrefcrve it ill fOIlle fl}(l})C or otller! ""llal ar.! 
its luigh ty benefits j fllat it nl·_~ ... ·l be forced as i t 'rL~rc, on t u~ .. 
its o\vn natl.lral courfl! ill ol'(ler to lllakc it la\vful, ratIle .... tball 
've \v:ll giye it tIP as pernicious ?-It is alio to be obfcr,·cd that, 
ho\vc,-er llfefuI an ordinance of (~od, 111agifi:rt~cy be for p1.lblic 
order, there is very little fecu.rity ill the C}i1;ccl:0Il of l11ag-if .. 
trates, f01" found alld 'VI1()lefolllc il1ftl'ullion in religion or 1110-

rals. 'Ve can never clcl)el1d tlpOll thC111 for t!1is, unlel's they 
arc themfelyes perf OIlS of true piety, antI ilot ul\vays c,·el1 ,,,l1l'11 
that is the cafe, becullfe tIler l11ay be gtl!Ity of lllany errors ill 

judgnlellt. No\v it is }lot reafonahlc to 110I)C, tll3.t nlagiflr~tes 
In any country, ,vill be al,\~ars, or eve11 gC&lcraIJ:, l)cl'follS ()f 

true piety. Sue]), y{itll the otllcr (}ualiiicatiol)S lltCetral'Y to 

nlagiftrates, are llot al\\~ays to ue fOllntl. Neither is there allY' 
necefflty for it; bec~tlfe, tll0Ugll doubtlcfs, thof~ ,vho feal
Goel ,,:rill be the lno[\: faitllful Inagiftrates, aIlcl tIle nloft dutl·,· 
ful ftlbjects, yet tIle greateft l)al't of tIle (luties of botIl lllay be 
perfOl'111ed ,vithout tiiis, in a 111~t1111er in ,vllicll tIle I)ublic ,viII 
i~c and feel very little differcllcc. :Vlagill:racy 11as only th\.! 
out\val'd carriage, a11cl 110t tIle 11cart for its ohj~a ; and it is 
the feniible effect 'v 11ic.ll tIle pu 1)1 ic looks for, al1(1110t tIle I)rj H

eiple froln ,vhicll allY tiling is dOllC. 'I"llcrefore, as 0Il the one ' 
lland, if a fubject obeys tIle la,vs, and ollt\Vardly fulfils the du
ties of llis fiatio11~ t~le 111agiflrate Ilatl1 llotlling fartllcr to de
~11and, thougl1 it be OIlly for " ,vrath," and 11\1t ~, for confcicnr.e 
take;" fo on tIle othe r', if a tna.giftr'a tc l)e (liligcn tin l)rL·rcr,r
ing orclcr, ancl pl'onl0ting the gClleral gooc!, thOtlgh th~ IllO

tive of his aetiolls be 110 better thall vanitv, alllbitioJ), or the 
r~ar of 11Iall ,veIl concealed, tIle l)ublic l'c:ti)s tIle be:l~fit, and 
has no groul}ll of COll1i)Iaint. even ,vllilft llis charadel" is de
tefiable in the light of (;od. BaL tllis nlagiflratc call lac\\~r he 
fafely intrllflcd \vith the direction. of ,vhat rc~ard~ Ollt' nlol'ai 

and fI)i l'i tual j 1111)l'OYCIIICH t, and he ,vould ue goi llg out or hi ~ 
o'vn fpllcre lhoultl he attel1111t it. -l\fter all, it lllakt's little 
(~in'Cl'cncc ,,,Jlcthel' tllC il1agiilratc 01' any l.lody eIre directs the 
flag-c, ,\r hi Ie the attel1dan c cis \'0111n ta ry ; f{) [" in that caf~', i l 
111 u it e it h ~ r be fu i ted lot 11 C t ~l it cor t Ii ~ ,l U ti i l' n ( i.', 0 r it, v i II be 
'\Jr'!! 011 Y d l: f~ l' lc el. . 
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Though he lhould introduce things or perfons ever 1'0 ~X4 
cellent, if there \vere not defcerllt:(l a rcfenlblallce l)e
t\veen thenl and real life, they \rollid be fo far from beilltJ 

• 0 

app'aud~d, that they would not be fuffered, 1: ~lt ",ould be 
condelnl1cd, as a tranfgreffion of the fundalnental fllles of 
tIle art. No\v, are 110t the great Inajor!t}' of cl1araCl:trs ill 
real life bad? l\lufi: not the greatc::fi part of tllofe repre. 
fented 011 the fiage be ba{}? Ar·j tllerefore nlull not the 
firong impreffion which they m'lke upon the fpea.lto:·s be 
hurtful in the falne proportion? 

It is a kno\vn trutll, eflabliflled by tIle e.perience of all 
ages, that bad example has a powerful and unhappy influ
ence UpOll 11un1~,n cllaraCl:ers. Sin is of a contagious and 
ipreading nature, and the human heart is but too futCepti
ble of the infeB:iorl. This rna}' be aicribed to ievcral 
caufes, and to one in particular which is applicable to the 
l)refent cafe, that the feeing of fin frequently committed, 
mull gradllally abate that horror \vhich \ve Ollght to have 
of it upon Otlr mill(ls, ancl \Vllich ferves to keep us from 
yielding to its folicitations. Frequently feeing the men 
terrible objeCts renders them fal11ili:lr to our vie\v, anp 
nlakes us bell0ld thenl \vith leis emotion. Ancl froln 
feeill~ fill \\lithout reluctance, tIle tranfition is eafy, to a 
cCinpFance with its repeated importunity, efpecially as 
there are latent remail1ing difpofitions to fill11illg in every 
heart that is but iml)erfeCl:l}' fanaified. It \viII be difficult 
to affign allY otller reafon, \\rhy \vickednefs is always car· 
riecl to a far greater height in large an:l poptllous cities, 
tIla.l} in the COuI1try. Do net mllltitUc.les, in places of 
great refort, come to ]1erpetrate, callnly and fedately, 
without any remorfe, fuch crimes as would furprife a icfs 
knowing finl1er fo n1uch as to 11ear of? Call it then be 
fafe, to l1e prefent at the exl1ibition (If fo nlany vir.ioilS 
cllaraCters as al\va}1s ulufi al)pear UpOIl tIle fiage? l\lull 
it 110t, like other exaluples, have a firollg, thougll ill
fenliblc infll~ence, and indeed tIle lllore iirollg, becaufe 
unperceived. 

Perhaps fome will fay, rrl-lis argunlent dra\\-~s very 
deep, it is a reproachi11g of Proviclence, al1(1 fil1(lill~ 
fault with the order which God hath itppointeu, at led! 
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permitted, t~ tak~ ~lace:n the worl.d, where. the very 
i~lme proporlton 01 wicked char~ch:rs IS to be feen. But 
is there 110t a \vi(le tlifferellce llet\Veen the l)ermillion ()f 

allV tlli!lg by .1 ,,'iie, 1101.)'\ alld jufl Go(l, or its ma
kil;~ part of the plan of providence, and otlr prefuming 
to do tIle Jaille tIling, \vithout 3t.1tJlorit}", atl{l "iJlC:ll ,\'e 
tall neitller l'eflraitl it \vitllill prol)er bOU11tls, nor (lireCl 
it to its proper el1~1? Thert! are nlan}· tllings \\111icll are 
propt:r and compc::tent t.o God, which it would be the 
Inuli atrocious \vicke(1:1~fs ,n man to inlitate. Beclufe 
it is both good and jun in Go:! to vifit us with fi.:knds .. 
or to take us aw~y by dt:ath when he fees it proper, 
\roultl it tl1erefore be Ja\vful in 11S, to brillg aI1)~ of th~'nl 
upon ourldves at our 0\,"0 pleafure? I fhould nther be 
inclillell to tllil1k, that tllel~! fl)ortive re})rClclltatiollS 011 
the ifiage, illfiead of being \\ilrrante(l l)}1 tileir counter
part ill tIle \vo~)\.l, are a (l,\ring profallatioll, an<l as it 
\\'ere, a mockery of diville Pro\-"illellce, 211d 10 to be CO:1. 

fidcre(l in ii light. }yet lTIOre dreadfllJ, than any ill \\"llich 
they" lla\:e beell hitllerto vie\\geli. B~fides, it Ollgllt to be 
remembert'\l that, thougll evil aaiOl1S, as pt:rmitted, 
mal~e a p~~rt of the will of God, )'ct llitherto, all \\'110 

d~!er\"e the 11ame of Chrifiians ha\'e affirnled, tllat \\?h~t 
is fillflll in any atlion is to l~ afcribed to the \\-ill of ti1e 
cre<!ture as its adequate caure; and theretore, exhibiting 
human aClioos and charaCters upon the f:lge, is not only 
repreltntillg tIle \vorks of God, but l'\?l)e~l~ing tile ~ins clf 
mell. 

The crim IIla1 ~r:(l dan"erol~s llature of fcch a COlldua ... 
wil! farther appear from this. that it is by jufi and 11<!-

cefiary confequt:nce forbid~len in the worJ ot G.:xl. 
There we fino, t!:at tbOl'~h j a his !~wt:rcign providt:nce 
he permits the comm!!li~.m of Ln, fuHcrs his own people 
to cO!lti11ue lllixed \\,ith iinner~) in this ll~te, alld nlakcs 
their COlll1t!X.iOI1 \\'itll t!lel11 i11 iJlne mea!:"rc Utll\'oid~b!e9 
~s a part of their trial, yet he hlth exprefsly prohibited 
tllt:1Il from having any more commun;\:ation with fuch, 
tIlaIl he Ililll1clf llatll m~\.le 11,_'c~li:lr \7. \ \ .. care \\-arlleJ 
in Scripture, that l. evil commllnicatil1!l5 corrurt good 
n1~il~lcrs," alitl tllerci'cre, t!!at .,\ e 11)~illi~" tll~ lcci~:)' of 
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the ungod1y. The PI:.imifi klls us, H RidfeJ is the man 
c. tllat ,\JaJketll 110t ill tIle connft:1 of tIle llllgotl I.v, nor 
" Jial1Jeth in the \,-a,,· of finllers, Ilor filleti) ill tIle feat 
" of the fCOfllfu),," ]l};lJ. 1. I. A~reeal):\· to tllis tlie ella. . u ~ 

raClcrs of )!oo.1 men in SLripture afC :.Jw3YS rt"pref~·nted. 
rrhtlS tile l)falillifi Da\!i(l recorlls llis o\\-n rcfoJutiol1, (L I 
,; will let 110 wicked thing belc.1re mine cy~:s, ! hate the 
" \\"01 k of thelll that tllrn ~)!;~:e, it fllUij Jlot cJea\~e to nle. 
" ~-\ fro,,-arll heart I1l,lI) {)er~art frotn Ille, I \~ill Jlot kllO\V 

• 
cc a \vickc:l p~rloll," PJa~. ci. ~~\ 4. ~j"'ile ::ilne J:\)-5 elj~-
""here, ,. I atll a con11'anion (~f a:l l!lt!lll tllat 1~.Aar t}jet\ 
" and of them ttmt kcc:p thy pn:c~p~s:' Pi:11. c-: ix. 63-
" D~I),lr: frOII) Ille ~"e e,'"ii llo~rs, for I \viII keel) tiJC CC'II} ... 

" nlal1(lnlellts of nlV Go~l. " ,"er. II -). 
- , But there is 110 l!eell of Cilill.! l~tl!i:l:,TCS of Sc ri i)t{Jre to 

(,~ • , 1 

t11is I)url)~(e; it is \,-ell kllO'''I}, tllat good IllCll, tilOIl~;h 
tlley \\"ill be very Ci-li!tlOtlS of rallll)~ (leternaillillg cilarac. 
t~rs tllat are <.lOlli)tftll, al1(1 \\'iII f~\r lets difco\'er a )1rouJ 

ant] pharif:!ic31 (~Ollt~tllI)t of aTI}' \\~llo n13J· J"et llC \'tflels 
of 111erC)J, ,,-ill 110\\:"e\~er __ c:~rcfull)' a\~o!ll all ll1111ecefl:lry 
COlllluunicatioll \\'itil Jillllcrs. rl"'ilt:)l' \rill 11citiler folio\v 
til~ir peilol1s frOll} illclillatiull, llor \'ie\\' tlleir \:Jll(luct 
,~"ith llleaftire. 011 tIle COlltr,tr)r, \\'llell tIle}' call1l0t 

"~'}101Iy fly from tJleir fociet},., it becolnes a hea\1t}l bur .. 
t:1e~1, alld ill iO!lle cafes itltolerable.. aI1d~' ~lS to require 

~ 

the interpoii~;Cll of tile f~!lle killli Pro\'i{lence tllat " (Ie. 
&, )iver~{l ju!l l .. ot, ,"exc<.l \\·itll tIle filthy COll\?erfatioll of 
" tile \\'iCke~l. " Is t!lere aI1)~ COlluflency bet,reel1 filch 
a cl1aratter, .n1(1 attellJing tIle fllge \\"ith (leligIlt? "Till 
tll0f~ \\'110 " t~hO'll tra.ll:ireilors, alltl are gric\:etl," croll(l 
with eagern\!:s to the th~~tre, where the fame perfons 
ar.{l ac1ions are l)ro~!gllt tlllJer rc\pie\,~? '\'''ill \vhat ~f· 
fe(lcll t ileal} \r i tIl forro\\" i 1\ tile C<)lllll\ iflioll) be \!oI U i ltari
ly chof~n, Ul1<.1 111~lJt! illl)it:r\-iellt to tileir l)lea!ure ill the 
repetitioll. 

i Clllllct l~elij llere ca11!llg to t11illcl tlle an~!()r S COil· 

ccr11 \\"!1 !C!l \r i!e a ll(i piot!S I)~ reI) t~ II CU all~' 111L \V I~lr thci r 
c!lil~lrcll, (ll} aCC,)tlllt of lil~~ l~lar~s to \\'hicll l;l~\" ar(; Ut1-

.I 

.. 1 11 .'" · .. "1 1 1 I' '",,' :t \~ 0 I (I J ) ~.. e ~ r~ ~ ; ! L "I i 11 all l' r it \ \ '" \) r 1,,« • i d \ V <: a I c I u J 1)' (: t) 

tlle\' l'l''"l'lt C'l:~ '11111\.,\~. 1',\1""·.11'" ,1.) l"(\v l"-" ~"" t~\"tll . ." 1 . • '~, u \. '''v \ '\..lC_~l '.,.- ~,,- 11 J l~h· Ulw .d ... ~ 



l\~lture a:ld Eff('cts of the Stagt. 

to {hun the paths in ,\'hich defiroyers go. They ufe this 
caution \vith refpeEt to the ,,·orld, even as undtr the 
governnlent of God; and in fo doing they foJlow the tX-

. ample of their Saviour, \\yho, in the pr~lpea of leavi~g 
his difciples, after many excellent advlces, puts up jar 
them this interce[ory prayer; " .i\nd no\v I am no more 
" in this \vorld, but thele are in the world, and I am COllie, 

" to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own nanae 
"thole \vhom thou hail given Ine, that they may be one 
"as \\:-e are.-I pray not that thou lhouJdfl take them 
II out of the world, but that thou filouldft keep them 
"from the evil," John xvii. II, 15. Can any expett 
that this prayer \vill be heard in their behalf, ,\'ho are not 
content with feeing the \vorld as it is ordered by a wife 
and holy God, but mull fee it over again, in a vile imita
tion, by a finful mao. 

It will probably be raid, that this firikes as much againft 
hinory, at leafi the writing and reading of human, COITI. 

mon1y called, profane hifiory, as againn the \Vriling and 
feeing of dramatic reprefentations. But the cafes are by 
no Rleans the fame; the kno\vledge of hifiory is, in nlany. 
refpe8s, neceffary for the great purpofes of religion.
Were not this the cafe, there would be little difficulty in 
adlnitting the confequence. Perhaps, even as it is, it 
had been better for the world that feveral ancient faCts 
and charaCl:ers, which now ftand upon record, had been 
buried in oblivion-. At any rate it Dlay be fafely af. 

* Perhaps fome ,,~in he furprized at "Yi-llat is here raid on the 
fubjecl of hiUory, ":ho lun·c not ufu~lly yic\ycd it in this light • 
.. ~nd indeed this is the gTeat dil1'"lculty in the whole of the pre .. 
lent arfjument, to overcome firol1!; prcpo1fcfiions, and to fhc\v 
nlen the tin and danger of a pracrice ,,-hich they kno,y to ue 
c.on-unon, and haye been long uccnfioDled to look upon as hn\F
iul and rafl'. l;'or this rearon, it is probable, that the hen \vay 
of pro\'in~ that the ahoye affert!:Ju on the fubjccl of hifiary, is a
greeable to Scriptut"e and reafon, ,,-ill be by a cafe pCl'feclly fimilar, 
but 1110re frequently handled. 1)0 not all ChriHian "Titers, 'rith
(;ut exception, ,vilo treat of th~ ~o\"crnnlcnt of the tongue. la)· 
down this a-:, a rHle, th:.tt \\ e ni'~' n~)t to rcp(~rt the fins ofo!llt!r~, 
though 've kno,,' the truth (;1' the f~\.~:i.), t!nl~'fs "\vhcl'C it is I1C

((,;r,I.l'Y to fonl\:~ good l'lId ? ~ow wll\' JhOHid tilcr\.' be ~tHV l:itfel'
(.llt 111h; in "Titin:-;, thun in r()n\"\:ri':~tion ? "Th::-.t ;::; ~'J[!·e t'ithl~r 
"l'y~ is tilt· rl.t}!\;., i;i fH:"~Lt!i _\.~~ \ iz. <":t)il.lU~d:~('\tliu:.: ~tl~(Jl'hl~tioll; 
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firn~e{l, tl1at romances al1u fabulous narrations are a 
fJlecies of COnl)){1fition, from \VllicJl tilt: \\'or}tlilatll receiv. 
ell as little benefit, atl(} as milch 11urt, as any that can be 
named, exceptin~ plays themfelves, to which they are fo 
nearly allied. 1'he fi.-n are only exceeded by the laft as 
to their capacity of doing mifchief, by tne circllmfiantes 
of aCtion, and the prefence at once of fo many pertons, 
anlong \\"J10ID 1,y mutllal f}~mpath}r, the fpiritual poifon 
fpreac]s ["fier an() llenetrates (leeper. 

Left it fnould be pretended that fuch a turn is given to 
things in the repre1~ntation, as that, though the greatefi 
part of the a~ions reprefented are ill in themie!vts, yet 
"ice is reprolclleJ or ridiculed, \'irtue ret UpOIl a throne, 
re\\-3rdeti :t!ld hOllOretl: let it be caIle(l to mil)!.l that, as 
has been 1hcwn above, the author is not left at liberty 
to do in this as he pi(!afes. lIe mull gratify the public 
taite, al1c.1 the Tllles lle is obliged to obfcr\-e, ha,-e ! dther 
tile COlltr~lr)- efiett. For he mull cliveft Ilis bad c!l:lraaers 
of \\:·~lat is nloit harrill Rl1d fhockillg, ;n(l pre~ent them 
leis deformed t!1~\n the}' reall}r are. Betlues.. t!lOllgh he 
may concell a part, he muft not alter natur~ fo far as he 
go~s, but take it as l1e filllls it. .t1ccoTciingly lome of 
n:..:r modern critics tell us., that there ought to be no par
ticular n10ral in a ural11atic perfornlance~ becauie tilat is 
a (lel)arttlre from Ilature, al1(1 fo 110t ill tafi·e. 

It Ollgllt not to be forgotten, that attelld~ng dramati~ 
reprefentations is not only feeing a great plurality of bad 
charaCters without necdllty, and leeing them with patience, 
but it is feeing tilem \\-itll pleafure. \\~11ether or not en· . 

:lnd ,,,,riting, ,\-hirh nlay l,e -::111c(1 \ i!ible fpeccll, is mue)} roOf\: 

failil1g iti its natul'e f:.ntl cxtentl,·c ill its enects. If any afk, 
lIo,,·~ or \,'hy the kno\\'led~e of hirror~" is nec~nary to the pur
l)oi~·s flf rl'iigioa ? I ani\\-~I'" it is neceffary f{)r prtl,-illg the 
tl"l~ths of 11at\lr~! :4n~! \.~t.~ni~rinin~ thof~ of rcycal~d religion; for 
r~~I~~lIil1~ tIle attat~k5 cf 3(1\"('l'rari~s, and gi\'ing lIS fuch a ~ie"- of 
thtJ. r·1an of pro'-idcl\CC, a~ lll~t~' c~:i~t' \lS to the l"X~"'l:ire of the 
(1l.1til~s of adoration, th~~nkfulncfs, lr'lfl" ~ll,(l fubnlitllcn t<.) th~ ru
prelllc i1ifpol~1" ()f ~,ll e\"~nt~. !\(~ll',lcls only url.- Ilr()per f\.1r 
thi~\ 11t~ri~G!c, ~nrl not fci~n~d !~Ol"!CS, it\ tll~ choice aftd (!r~nln~ 

t' ,. , • , t .1'" b 
(' ~ \\- ,\, ... ll, C '\ p\·llC n'" c le;.\c l\~S H~, talC gi"~·a t ~llu IS, t:aal lllan ~ 
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t~l \;linnlent l!e ,- :'" !~ ie() to 11e the only or ult imlte efrt!/:\ 
of pllys, Elfdy it cannot h~ d~nied to be one clIett fought 
an.! ~x p~aed from them, and from every part of them. 
;\11 acter is as 111uch 3jlj)laueJecl, anti gives :lS much plea
rilr~ to tIle f~}~altors, \\~~.en )le reprcfents a llall cllaracter 
to the lift:, ~s a go()(l. Is tllere 110 (langer then, that a 
lleart loitenc(~ 11Y (leligIlt l fllollJ(j be more lial)le to infec
tiOll :!'C~11 e\,il ~:lall at otller times? Is tilere no (langer 
that 3n aflociatio!l lhotlJti be Jt1rll1ed in tIle mind, between 
th~ f~llt~ of plearllre all(l tIlt! COffill1ilfion of fin? ,\rill any 
perron 'lflirm, that in fuch circumliances he feels that 
hvJv ili~ii~Jl~ttio)l againft fill) ,\·hich e\·ery Chrifiian ought 
to ~onct!ive upon fC:t!iilg it committed? Or, that he is 
ilbl~ to prcf~rve tllat a\\-e antI fear, \,'Ilicl, Ile OUgiit to Ilave 
()f tht: j'.:ii judgment of God, wh~n he fees the crimes that 
111er~~ it boltliy re-aCttd, allt) fillel}' nlilnickecl in a perro
nltc{l cilara~lcr. 

So f:tr is this from being the cafe, that every perfon 
lttelluillg the repr~lel1tation of a 1)1 a}' l enters ill fame 
n1eafure 11illlfelf, as ,\~e!J as tile aRors, into the fpirit ot' 
earll charaCter, al1(1 the tnore 10 ~he l"letter t11e attioll is 
ner!orn1ed. IIis attentioll is firollg)\,- fixe(}, IllS aflcc.liollS 
I L • 

are 1eiz~u and carried :twa)", and a total forgetfulnefs of 
e\-ery thing takes place, except \vl!at is imnlediately be~ 
fore I!inl. Can the \'ariot)s paJfiOllS be 10 ilrollgly ex~ite(l 
as the}' are fometimes k110\\"n to be, and no effeCt relnain ? 
"~ill not the p:tffion of lo\'e, for example, after it has been 

. ftrongly felt by the fpetlator in (vrnpathy with the actort 
be a little more Teatl)? to recur, e1peciall)F as nature 
prompts, all(} V3riO~lS foliciting objeas are daily pr~fented 
to Ilis c}re! The authQr terlnill:ites his plot as he fees 
heft, and draws what conc1u!ions he thinks proper fronl 
his charaaers, l)ut }le has no rea~on to think th:lt he can . 
controlll the paflions \\-hich he raites in tIle fpeCtators in 
the tame manner, an(l nct fllffc!r tllem to .exceed the 
qounds of his dd'cription. 'Vill not the ~\ffion of re
venge, that r~~ht 11l'tld of falre greatnefs ·of n1ioel, after. 
it has been ftrongly excited in the theatre, be apt to rife 
again upon every rea) or fuppofed provocation? Some 
learneJ obfervers of nature tell us, that ~very paffion we 

\~Cl. lII. \~ 
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feel caufes a new modification of the bJooc1 an(1 fpirits; 
if there is any truth in this, then every pallion excited in 
the theatre takes polfeffion for a time of the very animal 
frame, makes a feat to itfelf, and prepares for a fpeedy 
-ret'lrrl. 

Having thus endeavored to {how, that the flage, whe. 
ther amulement or infiruCtion be aime(l at in it, cannot 
be attended by any Chrifiian without fin; there is a third 
general argument againft it, which 'merits confideration. 
It is, that no perfon can contribute to the encouragement 
of the fiage, without being partaker of the fins of others. 
1'his is proper to be attended to, as it is againfi: a public 
theatre that the arguments in this euay are thiefly level. 
led; fo that, if it be criminal at all, every perfon :lttending 
it, is not only faulty b}· his own proper conduCt, but is 
fartller chargeable \vith the guilt of fedtlCing others. Be. 
:fides, \vithout this tl1e argunlent, to 'fonj~, would not be 
altogether complete, for after all that has been advanced, 
there may be a fe\v, who in a good meafure yield it to be 
true, and yet have another fubterfuge remaining. They 
ackno\vledge, perha})s, tllat it is a moft hazardous amufe. 
Jllent, to \vhicll others ought ordinarily to be preferred: . 
That the bulk of plays \vill, much more probably, pollute 
.than improve tIle far greateft part of thofe who attend 
them" Yet fiill they are apt to figllre to themfelves par. 
ticlIlar cafes as exceptions from the general rule, and to 
fuppoie, tI1ere are sOlne plays \vhich may be attended, or 
at leafl, tllat tllere are sOlne perfo~ls, wI10 have fo much 
clearllefs of juclgment, and fo tnUell cOl1fiallty in virtue, . 
as to feparate the corn from the chaff. At a particular 
tilne, tl~ey fuppofe, a perron of tllis kind nlay, \vitll0Ut 
recei\Jillg any 11urt, be improver1 by tile fine icrltiment9 
C011tained ill plays: an(i alfo learn fometili11g to be apl)lied 
to other purpoies, of that force and jufinefs of aCtion, 
that gtace anti beallty of beha\Tiour, whi£ll is no wllere 
feen in fo greatperteftion as on the fiage. 

Upon this fubjeCt in general, it may be aflirmed, that 
thofe -who have this confidence in the ftrength of their 
cwn virtue, are far from being the perfons who may be 
moft fafely truHec.l in a place of danger. On the con-



{rary', thore; will probably be moll tru1y neuran, when 
expofcd to temptation, who are mon diffi~lent of them. 
fdves, and do not wantonly run in:o it. Yet, floce 
fome may take encouragement from fuch apprehenfions, 
it is proper to obferve that, though there WEre truth in 
their pretence, yet \V~uld it not therefore be b wful fcr 
them to attend the tlleatre. The}' could not do fo ,,·ith. 
out contributing to the fins of otllers, a tllin~ expreJsly 
prohibited in the holy Scriptures, and indeed diametri
cally oppofite to the two principal branches of true reli
gion, concern for the glory of God, and compaffion to the 
fonis of men. 

There are two ways in which the occafional attending 
of plays, by tho!e who are: of good charaCter, even fup
pofing it not hurtful to themfelves, contributes to the fins 
of otllers. (1.) By fupporting the pla}'ers in that un
chriilian occupation. (2.) Enc~uraging, by their exam
ple, thofe to atte:1d all 1)lays indilcriminately, who are in 
mafi danger of illfeaioll. 

Firfr, It contributes to fupport the p]a}~ers in an un· 
chrifiian occupation. After what has been faid above, 
and which I now take for gran!ed, on the impropriety or 
plays as an amufcment, and the impoffibility:>f furnifh. 
ing a Rage with nothing but found and wholefome produc
tions, little doubt can remain, that the occupation of play
ers is inconfitl:ent \\'itll the characler of a Chrifiian" '\1flat. 
ever occafional prefence may be to rome fJleClators, conti. 
nual performing call never l)e Ja\vful to tIle actors. 0!1 

the verJT befl fuppofition, it is a life of perpetual amufe
ment, \l/llieIl is eqllally contrary to reatoll and religion. 
It i~ a mean profiitution of the rational powers, to have 
no higher end in view, than contributing to the pleafure 
and entertainment of tIle idle part of mallkind, and in. 
Head of taking amufement with the moderation of a Chrif
tiatl, to make it tIle very bufillefs and employment of life. 
How firange a charaCter does it make for one to live, in 
a manner, perpetually ill a mafk:, to be. mucll of teller ill 
a perfonated than in a real charaCler? And yet this is the 
cafe with all players, if to the t~me fpent in the reprefcn
talion, yon add that which is neceifary to prepare for their 
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public appearances. 'Vhat fO!ll polluted minds mufi there 
be, \\-bich are fuch a rece})tacle of foreign vanities, be. 
fides their O\\'n natural corrllptlon, and \"here one fyf. 
tern or plan of folly is obliterated onl}~ to make \\'ay for 
another. 

lillt tile life of pJa)~ers is not only idle an,} \~ain, and 
therefore inconfifient \,-ith the charaCter of a Chrifiian, 
but it is ftill more direaly and grofsJy criminal. 'V e have 
feen abo\:e, thlt not onl}~ from the lane of the 3lJdience, 
the pre'1(l.iling tendency of all fllccefsful plays mufi be 
bad, bu;: that in the very nature of the thing, the greateft 
part of the chanClers reprefented mull be vicious. 'Vhat 
then js the Jife: of a p)a}~er? It is ,,"110))Y fpent in endea. 
voring to exprefs the language, and exhibit a perieB: 
piCllJre of the paffions of vicious men. For this purpofe 
they ml:fi firi\·~ to ellter into the fnirit, ant} feel the fenti. 

~ ~ 

ments proper to filCh characters. U IlJeis they (10 fo~ the 
perfornl;lnce ,viII be qliite faillt and \veak, if not \\,holly 
faulty and unnaturaL And can they dG this fo frequent. 
ly without retaining much of the impreffion, and at lail 
beconling ill trllth ,,-hat they' are 10 o!rell in appearance? 
Do not the c!l'araCl:ers of all mell take a tincture- from 
their emjllo}1tnleI1t antI ,\pay of life? l!o\v much Dlorc 
mull theirs be illfeCted, \V}10 are c:>nverfall t ~ r~ot in out· 
\\-ard occ'Jpatio11S, but in characters !!lelnielvesJ tIle aCti. 
ons, pauiol!s, and aff~ftions of Jllell? If their perfornl
ances touch tIle au(!ience fo 1enfibl~" atlU IlfOlluce in them 
fo Jailing all efft!Ct, ho\\' mllcll nlor: mllfl tl1e lame efieCts 
take p},lce in themfe!\Ies, \\~llo!e \\~110le til11e is fpellt ill 
I · . . ~ t liS mallner. 

'I'his is 10 certain, and at the fame time fo a\:know. 
lesged a truth, that even tllofe ",h() are fOlldefi of thea
trical anlufemcllts, do )yet not\,ritllflatld~ng efleem the 
en1}1Io}·ment of l))a):-ers a me~ln ilncl iordi(l I)roteffion. 
Their charaCl:er has been infamous in all ages, jun a Ji. 
ving- copy of that vatlity, ol)fcenit~y, al1l1 impiety \vhich 
is to be found in the pieces which th e.y reprefe:lll. As the 
\vorld lla!; beell pollllted by the fiag,~, fo tiley have al\vays 
been more eminently io, as it is natural to fuppofe, being 
the very citlerns in which this polludon is colleCted, and 
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from \\·11icI1 it is (lifiri11ute(1 to otllers. Itmakes no (liffer
ence in the argument, ;hat we mufi herefuppofe the fiage 
to be reguhteu and i in proved, for as it lath bten· {hewn, 
thlt it call Ile'ler be fo reglllate{l as to b faf~ for the fl)ee. 
tators, it nlufi be al\va}9s \\Torfe for te aCtors, bet~·een 
whom amI the audience the fame proprtion will ftill re
main. Can it then b\:! lawfui in any p contribute, in the 
leall degree, to JUI)p()rt men in tIllS Inllallowed employ
ment? J s not the theatre truly and ei~ntially, what it has 
beell often calle~1 rllttorically, the 1(;11>0) of impiet}7, where 
it is their very bufinds to iearn wi;kednefs? and will a 
Chriliian, upon any pretended ad\lntag-e to himfelf, join 
in this confc:deracy againfi Goel, !od affii! in endo\ving 
an(} upllolcling tIle (lrtallflll femirl;ry ? 

SeCOlldlj9, men of good cllarader going occafionally to 
tll!~ theatre, contribllte to tIle fim of others, by embole! .. 
en:ng thofe to attend all plays ildifcriminate1y, who are 
in mott danger of infetlion. l~· there be any at all, efpe
ciall)· if tllere be a great lluni1er, to ~.V)10m the fiage is 
noxitius and finfuI, everyone without exception is bound 
to ab!hin~ "file apollle P.,u: exprefsJy commands the 
<':o.rllltilians to ab!iaill fronl la\\~ful tllillgS, when their 
1!~illg tIleln ,\~ou!c.l lllake :lleir brotl1er to ofiend, that is to 
flY wuukl h:aJ him into fin. "But take heed, leO: by 
" any mEans, this iiberty of yours become a fiumbling. 
,- b!cc!~ to t~enl tllat are \\peak. For if any nlan fee thee 
" which haH knowleJ~e, lit at meat in the idols temple, 
" fllallllot tIle COl1!(;i~11Ce of hilll tllat is \\geak, be embol
" dened to eat thafe things which are offered to idols? 
" .. 1nd through thy knvwl~d~e fhall the wertk brother pe
"riill, for whom Chriil died. But when y~ fin fo againft 
.( tIle br~tllren, an(i \\'Oil11d their \veak confcience, ye fin 
c, a:~aillfi (:llrifi. '\~i)erefore if me3.t inake my brother to 
"OfleilCl, I \vill eat 110 tlc111 while tlle \vorld flalldeth, left 
,~ I make my brother to oflend," 1. Cor. viii. 9-1 3-

There are many who fecm to have entirely forgot that 
this precept is to be found in the word of God, and dif. 
Cover net tIle leall1ellfe of tlleir obligatiotl to comply with 
it. If by auy plalllible pretences they imagine they can 
\'inJicate ((leir conduct with regard to themlClves, or pal. 



Ij4 1 Serious 11lfJuirJ ir:to tbe 

liate it w:th e~c{es, they are quit! unmind~l11 of t!le in. 
jury which th~y co to others. 1 :i1eak not h~re uf Off\!IKl
ing, in t!le !enie i Wllich tilat \vord is comnlonly, thougll 
unjuftly taken, ~slirpleafing others. Such as are difplea
f~d with the con(lul of thole \\-110 attend the theatre, be. 
caufe they etteem i to h! finful, are not thereby offended 
in the Scripture fen: of the wort}, e~cept fo far :LS fome 
few of them are prtVokeJ to unc!lritliln relcntment, or 
induced to draw rafa and general condu!ion~, from th;! 
indifcrelio!l of p,utiaJlar perfons, to the prejudice cf 
\vho]e orders of men. But ,'all nlllltitu!l~s are trtlly of. 
fended, or malle t,(\ ofi!nll, as tile}' are leu illto a praclict!, 
which, \yhate,"er it be to tllol~ \\-ho ret tIle exanlple~ is 
undoubtedly pernicious til them. Is it poffib!e to deny, 
that under the beft regtlation of the theatre that can rel .. 
fonably be hoped fer, to ~eat numbers it mull be hurtful, 
efpecially as it is ellticinl to all? ~~nd, if that be but ale 
lowed, pcrfons of char3cl(r an(l rellutation CaJlnot attellJ 
\vithout contributing to t~Jc nliicnief lilat is lloIie. 

Perhaps it will be ohje:tt!d to this application of the 
paff..lge of fcripture ci~e(l (l)o\"e, t:lat t~le particular dallgef 
there pointell out l1Y tIle aporlle, is illJucing Illen to \~e!l .. 
ture gpO:l a praaice \vitI} a doubticg COllfciellce. I tllink 
it highly prcb.lble, that t:l!S very precife caft: happens with 
man}·, \\~ho go to the theatrt' fo:io·,\Jin~ the exatnple cf 
others. They are not entirely fa.tisfied of its b.wfulnefs, 
the}' ftill have jonle i!l\\-ai <.1 rc:lu«anc:! of uli!l(i, but :t1-
v~nture to grltify a carnal illClil13!io!1, being emboldel1ed 
b}" the e~ample of tho!e \\"l~o are efieemed men of ul1d~r. 
ftanding and worth. But e\-en where their imp!icit truft 
is fo llrong as fully to fat:s:}" them, and let their minus Cit 

eafe, the apoflle"s argument !~oids with equai force, if 
therel,v tl1ev are Ulla\'oi(},lt))\· led illto fin. 

... ...t .. 

~rh!s will probably be looked upon ~~ a very har\llaw, 
al1d it \\~ ill be a!kell, Is ~l ll13n tllell never to flo ::lJl}' t hillg 
that he bas reafon to bdie\'e will be mifinterprett:d, or 
abufed by others to their CW!l hurt? l'ht: hardllds of the 
la\v \viII \\1ilolly Vililifil, if \':e relllenlber, that it is cot1fil1-
c{l to t11iIlgS il1difl~rellt ill t!lcir Il~ture. III dutie~ bill{lillg 
fl· 0& t~~:lr OWll llaturc, \\\~ ar~ Ul1Jtf no ct:lig3t:Oll to pay 



Iny regard to the opinions of cthe-rs, 0:- the con~c:\ptnces 
cf our con~llJa upon them. Bt:t ill thillgS or:~il!aity io
<liKertI1t, which !kcome duties, or not, precii"eJ)- on ac
count of their cOllkqueilces, ther·: \\-e are to be'\'.ire of 
J1l3.kin~ cur brother to ctTcnu. The fcripture rUle is thi~ 
\\:-"c nluli Ilot cOllllnit the !ead fill ulltler pretence of tIle 
mon import3nt end, though it w~re to fa\'e multitudes 
from fins incomparably more he!1l011S. But in matters of 
illdificrellce, ,,-e are Ilot to ,·alue the m~ft ~lo~ed ~njoy. 
ment fo highly't as to enJ:lnger the f~iy~tiiln of one fo:.!1 by 
itllna:ing it into fin. Alld can 3 real believer Inve the 
finlUetl oojc:fiion, the lean rjfill~ thouhht, 3~llil this 
tquitab!e law? Shall we ,"alue ::.ny prefent gnti5ca!ion 
tqu3.liy, nar 1 thall we once put it in the bal~nce with tiM: 
fpiritual intereft of an immort~l foul? Now, who "'ili be 
1'0 fhamelefs as to atTert, that a!tendillg a public n~-re is to 
him 1 neceffary duty? Or what dtfender of the llage will 
be fo fan~uine as to affirnl~ that it is~ or that lle hopes to 
fee it regulated fo as to b~ fare or profitable to every mind? 
amI yet till this is the Car\!, .;t evidently {lands condemned 
by the aJ~fiolic rule. 

Since writing the aoo\pe, I have met with a pamphlet jun 
'publifhed, entitled, The morality or Stlge-plays ferioufly 
confidered. This author con\~inces me, that I hav~ \viilio~ 
fufficient ground fllPFofed~ that nobody would affirm at· 
tendinJ plays to be a necefTary duty; for he has either 
done it, or gone fo very near it, that ?robably the next au. 
thor upon the fanle fide ~\:iJl do it in plain terms, anJ af
i~rt, that all above the Ration of trad,:fmen who do not go 
to the play .. houfe, are li,,-ing in the ha!litual negleCt of t!leir 
duty, and finning grievoully againft GoJ. If this lo)ks 
ridicu:oils it is none of my bult, for I fpeak it ieriouJ1y : 
ancl it is a much more natural confcctuenr..e from liis rea .. 
foning, th~n any he has drawn fronlit himfdf. 

He confiders the pafl:'\ge of the apofile Paul, and fays 
(\vhich is true) that it 110ius onl); ill tile cafe of indiIf~rent 
ldions, but that we are to " dl> good :n the face of preju
"dice." 1'lle \\ra)~ ill \\·}licll he fhe\\-s it to t1e UOitlg good, 
is pre~ty fill~ubr, bll~ I plfs it by for a EttIe, and obferve, 
lh~t p· .. :)b~t·ly h~ 13 tl\)t m~ch accu~orr..ed tQ commentinz 



en fuch pafrages of fcripture; for even ~ranting his un.! 
teafonablc fuppofition, doing good indefinitely is not OP4 
pofed to indifferent aC\:ions in tllis, or allY fimilar cafe. 
An aCtion that is goo(1 in itfelf, ;~ ill{lin~rellt \\then it may 
be exchangetl for another; \\r)lfll Olle as goO(], or better, 
may b~· pat in its place. Nothing is oppofed to indiffer. 
e-nt at\ions here, but what is indifpenfiblr neceiT-try, and 
abfolutely binding, both in itfdf: and in its circumtlances. 
And ind~ed, though he is afraid at tidl to fay fo, he feems 
to carry the matter that length at lall, nlaking his conellle 
non a !ittle broader thall the prcolifes, and faying ifl t!lC 
clofe of the paragrap!l upon that {ubject, " 'Vhat they do 
" to this purpofe, either in oppofing the l1ll1, or promoting 
" the good, is MATTER OF DU1'\·, and their conduCt in it 
" is not to be regulated by the opinion of any p~r[on who 
" is pleafed to take offtnce. ,~~ 

But ho\v fhall \\'e reftlte this ne\v ancl \,90nderful doc. 
trine, of its being neceffary that good men fhould attend 
tIle tlleatre? I cannat tllink of a better \\lay of cloing it .. 
than tearing off fome of the drapery of words, with which 
it is. auorne<l and difgllifed, all<.l letting his o\\'n afTcrtions 
togetller in the fornl of a f)yllogifm. "Tile nlanager of 
" every tlleatre mufi ftlit his elltertaillments to the conJpa
" ny, ancl if lle is not flll1porte<.i h}? the grave antI rober, 
., he rllufi fuit himfelf to tIle licentious ancl profane. "---
" \Ve 1"I10\V tllat ill every natioll there mull: be amufe. 
" ments and public el1tertainlnents, and tl1e flage has aI. 
" \va}'s made one in e\rer)1 civilized ar.(i l)olillied nation. 
" Vole cannot hope to abolilh it." Ergo, According to 
this author, it is tIle dUt)7 of goo(lrnen to attet1cl the fiage. 
But I leave the reader to judge, \Vhether, from the firft of 
h~s propofitions, \\'hich is a certain trlltll, it is not more 
jun to infer, that till the majority of thofe who attend the 
fiage are goud, its entertaillment cannot be fit for the 
Chrifiian ear; an,} becaufe that \\iill J1e\7er b,~, no Chrif. 
tian OUgllt to go tl1ere. 

ABd what a fhameful begging of the q:H:!flion is his fe. 
(ond propofition, "That we cannot hope to abolilh it." 

'II 1)!lo"C 2.~ 
~ .. " .>. 
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1t i:~ hJ:·J to tell ,,,-jlat \ve Ina)1 hOlJe for in this a.'.!e, ~\lt \re 
i.:uil tiut it uught to be ab()lil1~t:ll. Nay, \';C do hope to 
31'<..liilll it jllll as latUcJl as ot}1<:r vil"t:s. \ \.r c callnot ilOpe 
l~ !:~~ tile tiltle '\.·!l~ll tilere filall l~ no galning4t che"tiI15, 
~r ))Oill~; l1Ut \\:e n1t111 flill prea{;h agailltt all fuch vices, 
am.i will n-:;ver exhort go()(l men to go to ~ming.t2blest to 

p~rfu:t'lc: them to piay f:.ir, and Jdien the wickednefs of 
till! pracrice. In fnort, it is a full refutation of the ex
travaga.ut ttfferti06 of good men being ohliged, as matter 
o~ .. Ji!ty, to go to the tlleatrc, t;!:~t no fllClj tIling is com
nll!l(led in the \\7ort} of God, an(} tllerefore it is not, and 
caU:1Qr bt! nece!fary to any." And lince it is evidently 
p~rn!ci{)us to gre:lt numb~rs, it C:ln be lawful to none. 

It \\'ou1d give Chriflians a 'much more juR, as well as 
more extenfive view of their duty, than they commonly 
ha~'e, if the}' \vou1\.1 confi(ler their relation to, and ne-... 
ceilary itlfluence 011 one anotller. All their \fifible ac
tions l1ave an effcB: UpOll others -as \\'el! as themfe!ves. 
Every thing we fee or hear makes rome impreiiion on us, 
though for the moft part unpercelved, and we contribtae 
e\'en' moment, to forlll eaCLl otllcr~s cllaraCtcr. ,.\Tl1at 

.; 

a melallCll01)1 vie\\~ tl1en does it give lIS of the nate' of 
religion among us at preF~nt, thlt when piety towards 

, Geel has been exclu(led i'roln man}' lnoral iJ1flenls, and the 
\vllole of virtlle confinecl to the duties of focial lite, the 
b~tter llalf of thefe alio fllou1<.1 be cut off, an(l all re
gard to the fouls of others forgotten or derided? Nothing 
intleed is left but a fe\v eXIJreffions of conlpliment, a fe\v 
infignificant offices of l)reient con\geniency; for that \\'"hich 
fonle tl1ol1~rll re fi Ilers ha ,Fe (ligll ifiecl \\:j tIl tlle nanle of vir
we, is pothing eHe but polifiled It!xury, a flattering of 
caell otIler in tlleir \1iccs, a l)ro\?Gcation of eacll ()tl1er tcJ 
t:~nEml irdulgence~ and that "fi-ierK; "lip of the world,", 
which " is t:nmity with God." 

• It i~ pi'~':Jel' b.e!'~ to ~"~T11ark, 110\\7 Tl~ltu l'al it \\-a5 to fuppofc, 
~~~:~~ tht~ ar~' \~nl\·~jt ""'~hJ(~ b.:, ca!'I'i~d tllis !encr,,\th, ,,,he!l tIle 'la'Y~ . ) .,... 
c'anle to be n!(~l~!('d ~"cr ~s tlfefu! ill prol11otini~ the intercfis of' 

o A ,; 

~1t':\.!~'. :\ ~Hi \ h~rcfol'~~ 1 have ~hnye tak~n notice, that the1e 
":i'(\~)~\ets I Hii l!n~:",;~, tl\e p:oapriety of ":hie i } t~('l\lal'~ \'"ill 110\' 
... ~ . ' -, n I \. e· .. , r ,., .. _. 

• \ ~. t 0 ~. l # ....... ,.. 

,... '''' ,..., 
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I would noW' afk the reader, after perufing the Prtt~. 
ing arguments againft the na~, ',"nether he is convin~> 
ed that it is incontinent with the charall:::r of a Chriftia!l, 
or not? If ile flaall anf,\-er in tIle 11e~ti\l'c, if he h::~ J!ill 
fome rem~inin~ arf!llmcllt in its dc:lence~ or fom~ me. 
thocl, \\"hich llas ncat occurred to nle~ to take on the iOrce 
of the reaioning, I would next afk~ "nether it does not 
at lean ren(ler it a dOllbtful pOilit? '\llctheT., joined with 
the conCUfknt tenimony of the ben and wilen men in aU 
ages againft it, as it appeared among them~ and the im. 
purity and corruption that fiill attends it, there is not 
at leaR 10tne ground of hefitation? L\OO, if fo much 
be but allo\\'ed~ i! becomes on this \1ter," accOtlnt unlaw .. .. 
ful to every Chrillian, \\ .. ho takes tlle word oi Gotl for 
the 11l1e of his conduCt. 1~here clear evil!ence and fuli 
perfuafion is required before an atlion can be lawful. and 
",.here doubt antes, we are commanded to abfl3.in. "Hap
" py is he that condemm:th not himfclf in that thing 
" \\phich he allo"'i"eth: ~nd he that doubteth is danlned, 
'i if he eat; becaufe Ile eateth not of faith, for \\"hatfOe\~er 
" is not of faith is fin,') Ronl. Xi'i .. ~~, 23-

Hitllerto \ve have reaiollcd againli ""hat is called I 
c; well.regulated fiage." rrhat is to fay, inllead of at. 
tackioR the corrllptions \vhich 110\Va(lhere to it, we have 
endeavore(l to ihow, that from the purpofe intend~d by 
it, frO!ll tIle prefent fiate, and general tafle of nlallkilld, 
and tile Ilatllre of the tj,ing itfelf, a public theatre is not 
capab!e of ruth a regulation, as to make it confifient It"ith 
the purity of the Chritliln profdJion to attend or fuppcrt 
it. If all)· coolplain, that llart of the abo\lte reafoning is 
too abllratled, and not quite level to the apprehenfion 9f 
ever}? rea(ler, let it l"\e rcnlenlber~J, that it is 1ire8ed 
again~l an idea 10 ahflrafted, th~t it never yet did, and 
fro:n \,"hat \\-C oa,'e l~~ll, there is reaion to believe it nee 
\"er can exi{l. It is l11tl':-::ll aito~cther inlagirlary, and is 
dreltl'l) l,y ever}- C\utl.0r \\-I.\) (ieletlt::: it, ill the nlallner 
anti forln t:lat beft I)!e~fes hi(lli~lf; h) tllat it is illflnitely 
l~i~ lliffi~ult to refute or ihc\\- t!.e l!llia\\~fu!I1C!S of a \vell. 
TctiulOlteu fbge, than to ki \(~\\" \\ h~.~ it is. 
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If t!lC authors on this fubjeCl \\·oultl ~11ter into par. 
ticulars, :ltld ~i\·e tiS a litl of the tlreful al)d illfirlifti\-c: 
pll,'S "'ith which our llage is to ~ fervetl; by llcwn a 
P10 of flria difcipJinC", for introducing and pref::,\-iIl6 
purity among the attors; and fhew us by w hom the ma.
nagers ~ to be chofen, and their fidelity tried, with fome 
general rules for their condufi, it migtlt foon be deter
mined by plain and fimple arguments, 'Vhcther f"H_h au 
entert3inmeot could be Jafel}· permitted to a Chriflian, 
or not. ·But, \\'hen they gi\~e \I~ )}O farther acc.ount of it, 
thm by calling it a flage properly regulated, they in. 
,"o!ve tt.eln!elves at once in obfcurity~ as to the \~el}· fub
jed of their difcourfe. It is no wonder then, that lbey 
:an make a parade \\-ith a few glittering phrafes, as pic
:ure of nature~ mon: leaure~ :loliable charafier, com .. 
~~n for virtue in ditlrefs, decency of the drama, and 
leien) others. 'Ve are put to a nand what to fay to fucb 
things, for if we i~ak of the impure fentiments of au
t.lOrs, or the wan!.on gefikulations of aaors, an thefe are 
illmediate1y given u'p, and yet the fort remains as entire 
a~ e\~er. Therefore, the nletn<Ai taken in this treatife~ 
"'!ih all the dilau\"antages that attend it, \\"as iookecl upon 
tc~ ~ the beil anti the cleareft that coulll be chof~n; to 
flo\, .... that thofe fronl \VhOln a reformation of the fiage 
mn!! come', aTe neither able nor \\"illing to make it; that 
th·! \~:!ry materi:-l!S of \vhich tIllS fin~ f}'lielll is to confin: 
:If! naught, ail"l tllerelore, fo Diult th~ l)rOOUa be al\\"a}"s 
to~:nd upon tri~J. · 

It ma)- in(lcet! lle nlatter of \\'ollder, th:lt anlong tIle ma
ny tch:!mes and projc:t1s daily offered to the conliJerltion 
oft:1e public, there has never been any attempt to point 
out a pl,\ufible \vay, ilO\V the fiage 111:lY be broilght iIlto, 
~!l{: kept in fuch a !ll~e of f~glliat ion as to l)t! COllfif:c!nt 
witilthc Chrillian charJ.aer, l'hcrt! h~\,t! been attempts 
to lhow how money may b~ in a nunm:r crcatt:d, aoJ l!le 
nl:::)nal debt paicL or the ~nnual il)!'plits rai(~\.!, withot.t 
burdcn!ng ti~e !ubjea. Some, W!10 h~\'~ no~hing of their 
O'S!\, h:we endea\'orcd to pcrfuade the re!l ot llI~n!~in~!, 
t~~~ !~ is the e~!ien thing imaginab!c t~ gr\l\\- rich ia a fc\v 
~~lr~) with lit~!e labor, ~y the improvement oi 11lOOf, 
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mo~, or bees. But none, fo far :lS I have heard or feen, 
11a\/~ been to ba!\l as to lay do\vn a c.lifiillCl: plall for the in~. 
proven1ent of tIle flage. \\·'l1en t!lis is adde(l to the COllfi .. , 
d~ratiollS cllreacly Inelltiollecl, in \\-ill confirm e\l'ery im. 
partial perfon in the belief, that fuch improvement is not 
to be eXI)eClt(l. 

I hope thcrefure, there may now be fome profpecr of 
{ucrels, in warning e\7ery one who wifhes to be efleemed 
a difcillie of (;hrifl again~l tIle fiage, as it hitherto has l1een, 
and now is. Experience is of a!1 others the furefi ten of 
the telldency of any praCtice. It is ftill Illore to be de. 
pended on than the m.;i1 plaufible and apparently conciu
five reafolling. U!10n \\-hat llatJl never }7(t been trie(l. Let 
us thell cO!lfiller, \\·llat 11atll b;::e:l the fpirit ancl ttI1denc}· 
of allnofl the \vhole pla)'s \\yhicll lla\'e been refr~fentedt 
froi11 time to tillle, U'1)011 the ilage. 11ave not lo\!e and 
~ntrigue been tlleir l1erpetual tl1eJne, an~l that not in a 
common and orderly way, but with refiliance and impe
~limc:nts, fuch as rivaHhip and jealoufy, the oppolition of 
paretlts, ai1tl otller thil1g~ of a fiinilar l1attlre, that the 
p<llIions may be ilrc!1.s1y excited, and rhat the ton~e oflove, 
allu its trillil)ph over c\"er)~ obit~cle, m,,".1· be let before the 
audience as a IdEm? Is not i.Le polite weU-bred man the 
~ero of Iuch p:ays, a charaCter formed upon the maxims 
of tIle \vorI(l, alltl chieflv fur:ll of them as are n10il contra-., 
ry to tIle gOil)e~: J\.re 110t un~11ri{liaTl refelltnlellt a!lU 
falfe 110{lQI"" tbe charaEterillics of e\~ery f"ucll 'perrO!l : 

"That is tIle ~haraaer or a ~Ierg}~l11an \\;hen it is taketl 
from tI.e iiage! If the perfen introduced is fuppoled to 
]Jouefs any d;::gree ~,{ ability, hypocrify is the leading part 
of the charat1~r. But for the matt part, awkwardnds, 
ignorance, dt.Illei~ and peda'ntry are reprefented as infe
parable from mell of tnat funCl:ioIl.· This is not done to 
~orreC't thefe faults when appe~ring in fome of that pro
feffian, by cOllll)ari!lg tlleln ,vitb otllers free fronl fLICll r~
l)roachful defects, but it is the charaCter of the ciergyman 
ill general, ,vIle) i~ comll10nl)' ill~rocluce(l fillg1e~ alld com
pared with the men acqnainted with th~ v"o rI'd , vcry lit~ 
tIe to his ac]vaI1tag'e. rI'he truth is, "it ft~eil1S to l)e a 
p'~~Xilll wilh drama~ic authors, to ihip men of c.:vcry ~rc.· 
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ftfilJn of tlleir fet-era} exctilel1cics, ti1lt tl~e rake rna}· be 
auorr.ecl \VitJ1 tIle froils : c\"en Icarlling is cOll.monl)' af
cribecl to 11 i m ; 110\V Cvllii :let1 t I y \v it!l trutl1 or n:l~ur~, ~t.llJ 
cOlll~qu~ntly with tane it:df, I leave the reader to deter. 
nl!ne • 

.lind \~;llcre can the play's l)e foune], at leafl comedies, 
that are free i'rotn illlI)urit}" either (lirettJy or tl\· allufioll 
a!ld (lo~ll)lc-nle~11!11g: It is alnasil1g to tllink, tllat \\'"0-

l11ell \\:110 l)retell.:l to <leCtilCY arAd replltation, \V)lote 

briJhteft ornament Oll,,~ht to be modefiy, fhaulJ continue 
to allet, t)}''' tileir l)rel~llce\ {o -nlucI1 UI1C!13flity", as is to 
l1e futlllJ ill tIle tileatre. Ho\'v" f~\v pla}'s are acted \~·hich 
a lllC(l..;tl \\-01)lal1 call fee, con rillclltJy \v:·h ueCtllCY ill 

ever~~ p~"rt? .1\.11(1 t\'eIl \,'llell tIle plaj!s arl.l {narc i~fen·ed 
thenl!~l\'es, tIle}' are furc to be iea[olled ,,-'itll fomerI1illg 
of tillS I~i11tl ill tbe pro}o6ue or epilogue, tIle nlufic be~ 
t\veel1 tIle aas, or ill fOllle fcandalous farce \vii!l \\·llich 
the t!i\~crf!Oll is ccn~!utle(!. rI'lle po\ver cf cufiom and 
fa111ioIl is t'er}? gre:lt, in mJl~ing people blil1d to tIle nlofi: 
mll1ile!t qllalitics and tellde11cies of tI1:n~s. 1'}lere are 
la\.li~s \\"110 frequc:1tly a~tell(l the fiage, \\"ho if they \vere 
h,-lt. 011ce entertaliled \\'ith t!1e fame images in a private 
f:l!llily, wi~h which they are often preiented there, would 
ril~ \~"itll indigllatio!1, allel reckon their reputation Tuinecl 
if eVer t!ley nlOuld i.;;turll. I pretend to no know!edge 
or thcl~ tllings, but from i)rillted aCCOtlnts, and the pllb
lie bil!~ ()i' \VIlat pla:Ts are to be attc(l, ionletimes by tl1c 
particular ddire of ladies of quality, and yet may late
ly afiirm, t!!~t no woman of reputation (as it is called 
il1 the \vorI~) J!ltlCll lef!:i of l)iet}r, \V}lO 11as beerl ten times 
in a play-houfe, duril repeat in companY:ill that lhe has 
ne:m.l there. \Vith what confiflency they gravely return 
to the 1.nne fchoo!s of lewdnefs, they themldves bell 
l~:lO\\~ • 

It OUg!1t to tle cOt1fiderecl, p:trticllYarly '~litll regard to 
the J'o~lllger of botfl lexes, tllat, in the thtatre, their 
mlI1(ls Inu~l il}iel1fibl v aC(lllire an il1clillatiol1 to romallce 

'" to 

(H1(1 extravagance, aIl~ll)e tlnfittecl for tIle faber and feri. 
OllS affairs of common life: Common or little things 
gi\':.: no I.:l1tertainl11Cllt UpOll the !bge, except when they 
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are ridicu1ed. There mull always be fomething grand, 
furprifing an(l flrikin~. In ccn~edies, \\~hen all obtlacles 
are removed, and the marriage is agreed on, the play 
is done. l'his gives the mind fuch a turn, that it is apt 
to defpife ordinary bufinefs as mean, or deride it as ridi. 
culous. Afk a merchant whether he cllU~ j that his ap
prelltices filoull go to learn exaEtnefs atld frugality from 
the fiage. Or, whetht.r he expet\s the morl punt-lual 
paJ'mellts fron, thol~ ",hore gencrofit]1 is flreng!ht!ned 
there, by wt:eping over virtue in diflrefs. Suppofe a 
matron coming home from the theatre fil1ed with the ideas 
that are there irllprefTt!d tll)Oll the ilnagination. -ho\v low 
2nrl contemptib1e {lo all tIle affitirs of her famiJy appear, 
~nd hO\'l mucl1 nlufl: fhe be (l;fl)ofed, (bt:fides tIle time al .. 
read}" confu!lle(l) to forget or Illiiguilie tt:~em ? 

The attors tl:ell~relves are a figl1al pro()f of this. How 
feldom does it h l}}[len\ if ever, tllat allY of them live fober 
and re~ular li\1es, paj7 their (lel)ts \vith llorlefty, or manage 
their afiairs \vitil (lifcretioll? 1'11ey are originally men of 
the fame compofItion witl1 otllers, but tht:ir employment . 
wholly incapacitates tl1ef11 for prlldence and regtllarity, 
~ives thetn a difIillation of Inillu ancl unfiai(inels of fpirit, 
fo that they cannot attend to the affairs of lite. Nay, if I 
am rightly inforlned, that variety of cllarallers \\?hich they 
put on in the theatre, deprives them of COlllmon fen fe, 
alld lea\Tes t11em in a manner no chlr~ae:r at all of t~eir 
o\vn. It is confidently [aid, by tll0fe \\'110 have thougllt 
it wOltll \vl1ile to make the trial, tllat nothillg can be nlore 
infipi(l thall tIle c()nverfation of a I)la}7er 0[1 any other fub. 
jtCl: than that of his profdfion. I cannot indeed anlwcr 
jor tllis remark, l\uving it 0111y by report, anci l1cver 11a. 
\-Tillg excllanged :1 \\lord \\lith Olle of tllat enlplo} lnel1t in 
nly lile. I-Io\vever, if it hol(ls, a (legree ()f tIle f?ine tf. 
fca mufi 11eCeff,\rlly be wl-ought uI)on tllofe WllO attend tIle 
flage. 

But foIl)' or bat} managen-lellt is not all t':hat is tt) [)e lai(i 
to tJle CI1Jrge of l)lay~rs : they are allnoit llJliverfalI}T \'i .. 
cious, and of [neh abandoned charaCters, cIS might juflly 
lllake tI10fe \VllO defellct tIle llage, afl1arl1e:,i to fpeal" of 
learning virtue under !ilch mailers. Caa m~n learn pie. 



ty from t~e profane, mortjficatio~ from the fenfua1~ (]I' 

tnojefiy trom harlots? And w,ll any deny that hIred 
fta('le.players have ah,·ays, and that defervedly, borne thefe 
ch:raCters? Na~', though it could be fuppoftt'tl, that the 

· fpeaators received no hurt thcmfelves, how is it pomble 
that the performances of fuch perlons can be attended, \)t 

their trade encouraged, without fin ? ' 
This fhows aHo, that attending a good play, even fup

pofing there were a few unexceptionable, cannot be vin. 
dicated upon Chrifiian principles. It is pleaded ior the 
ne\v tragedy· lately introuuced into our theatre, that it is 
an attempt to reform the ftage, and n13ke it more innocent 
or more ufdu}. 'Vhat this piece is in itfelf, nobody can 
fa.y with certainty till it be publifhed, though the account 
given of it by report is not exceeding favorable. But let 
it be ever fa excellent in itfelf, the brillging of one good 
play upon the Rage is ahogether infufDcient, nay, is a 
method quite improper for reforming it. .&~n author of a 
truly good piece would rather bury it in oblivion, than 
lend his o\vn credit and that of his \\'ork, for the fupport 
of thofe that ~.re bad. A Chrifiian tan never attend tIle 
ftage, confifiently with his charaCter, ";n the fcherne ia 
genera) be made innocent or ufeful. He mull not fill 
himfelf, nor contribute to the fins of otl1crs, ill a certaill 
degree, becaufe, unlefs he do fo, they \vill fin \vithout 'linl 
ill a higher clegree. In fhort, fuell an attemllt can l)e con· 
" fide red in no other light, than kS encouraging a pernicious 
praCtice, and fupporting a criminal affociation. The bet
ter the play is, or the better the charaC1:ers of tllofe \\'110 

attend it are, the greater the mifchief, becaufc the ttronger 
the tetTIptation to otllers \vho obferve it. 

There is one inducement to attendance on the fiage, 
which hath mOiC influence than an the arguments with 
whicll its advocates endeavor to color ov~r tIle praCtice; 
that i\. is become a part of fafhionable education. \Vithout 
it, young perfons of rank think they cannot have that 
knowledge of the world \vhieh is neceffary to their accom
plifhment; that they wiJl be kept in rufiicity of carriage) 

.. l)O\'lgl~, r~. 



or D.arrownefs of mind, than which nothing is more can. 
temptible in the eyes of the rell of mankind; that they 
wi)) acquire the chara8:er of ftifF and precife, and be inca. 
pable of joining in polite converfation, being ignorant of 
the topics upon which it chie:fly turns. No better than 
thefe, it is to he feared: are the reafons that many parents 
fuffer their children to' attend this ~nd othc:r falhionable 
dlverfions. . How then {hall ·ve remove this difficulty? 
Why truly, by laying with the a.poRle John, to fuch as 
will receive it; " All that is in the \yorJd, the Juft of the 
" fleth, and the lull of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
" is not of the father, but is of the world." I John. ii. 16. 
It is certainly the greaten Inadnefs to reek -the. knowledge 
of the world .by partaking \vith bad m'en in their fins. 
'Vhatever kno\\tledge cannot otherwife be acquired, is · 
fhameful, and not honorable. How cruel then are thorc 
parents, who, infiead of endeavoring to infpire their 
children with a holy and manly refolutionf of daring to 
appear fingular in an adherence to their duty, fuff'er them 
to be plunged in fin, that they may not be .defeaive in 
politenefs. Why fhouId the world, or any thing eIre, 
-be known, but in order to OU~ fpiritual iOlprovement ?-: 

* -Chis is not meant to condemn all human accomplilhment!a, 
which ha'-e not an immediate reference to our religious ~'m
pr~ovemeut, but to affirm, that they ought to be kept in a juft 
fubordination and fubferviency, to the great and thief en~ of 
tnan. There are, no doubt, a great number rif arts, both ufe. 
ful and ornamental, ,vhich have other immediate effeas, than 
to Dlake men holy ; and becallfe they are, by the greaten part 
of the ,Yorld, abuted to the worn of purpofes, they are conti
dcred a'::; having no connexioll with religion at all. But this 
is a D1iftake ; for a good n1aIi will be di.reEl:cd ill the choice 
and application of all fuch arts, by the general and leading pur.; 
l>ote of his !ife. And as he who ~ats for no other or higher 
~lu.l than pleali B~; his palate, is jufUy condemned Zl41 a lnean and 
gro,·eEng fenfualiil, fo, whoever has no farther view in his edu· 
~~iilioll and aecoluplillilucnt. than to filine and make a figure 
tn the ra!hio:1abl~ ,Yorld, docs l~ot in th'lt rclpca at\ the part 
of ~ Chrinian. In fhort, tl)f:r(~ arts are al110ng the nun,be.' of 
indi!fercnt th!rags, .... :h:ch ihould he fupl'elnely and ultimately 
t1trCL.l~d to the gjory of God. \ViU:ll they are not capable of 
til:;;, either inllncdi~tclj" or remotely, Dluch mOl'C \,"hen they 
'Are (ontr~\l') to it, th('y lllUfl be condetuned .. 
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fal":\~~~:tiO!l" i~ it!:l,:\.' ~il~!\" l~,irtl~J, ,lll~l to ~~r \\'i~h a , . 
n\'!)!~ tlil~I .. \;ll ~::e :~\.~!J~ of nlor~ ~xi"~ri:!tl~ed fi:lll~ri is the 
J; .. \!.\t~lt ~:vr\·" 
~ ...... 

I..~:,~ ,f' tht: l~'~\"~ :s anot',{'r 3~~11~,:nt in t~\'or of the 
li,t).Yt:, t~ia! ll\~n 111~J!t fl~\'e 301~tfcnlc"~ >" ;tllJ that t~e :la~e 

~ , 
is Ill:~('l t')-;tter t:13~1 n\~ll~· c.l!hers. \\' ~l t:1. ""OiIIJ rro~bly 

.., I I .. ..', I ~ ...., ''''.. r. i'e pi~t III its pa~\C~~. t IS 141l, t'lat o. a,a t,.e tlnle lper.t 
b~' the faihionah!e p.lft of the \\'oTM~ It prdent, in di,,-ef
!it}:l~, that \\'h~rh tll~;" al!lli to tfle IICl~e is nlofl innOCcllt)'-, . , ~ 

or )("tt hurtft:II:.- e'l1i;.:o~'t:~I. Is there any more in this~ 
th\iil ,\ ,t~cl~~r"tiv'l of tl,t! !hlr.lt:ful Jl)XU!~ ,lnJ ,legene!'3cy 
of tht prd~nt O1;C, ;m ;t).uming toktn of 3pprruchin~ 
jml;meJ1t? D-> I.Q:' fnch perfon~ kn,)\\,., thlt all ferious 
(:;~ri:1~ar.s CC!1~!~mn e\"e~" Olle of thtle crimlllal plea"4 

f~!r~s), :!.!lii \,-iil ne\~er a}!o\\- it as an~" :!tl\-a:ltage t\) ex~ 

ch;m;e one of them for ano!her. Butt is kfs Iluprifing 
to hear !lich n3)li~ti\·~~ ar~unlen!s u!~~l in cOllverfatioll : " ': ~ 

an auth~r abo\-e referretl to has been bo~d enough~ in 
print, tG reaton in the i:'me ~1.:3y. Ht! tays, ,~'rhat no 
u aht.fc: was e .. er :dmittetl on :l.""l~' fbge. but might p3f! 
,-. for I}~rt~tl (l~Ct:llC~·, , .. ~!!en CO!l111lfCd to \\'hat nl:l~· ha,-c 
&. bct:n of len r.:::lrd ot~ at a goilippin~, .:. merry olaking. 
,~ or :t Ineetil1g of )l'Ollll; tel:o\t"'s·." l\blin~ after \ell
;:1; us tn:tt \\'e Cit~~~ot h,~pe to :1t101;!}1 tre lia&e, Ile !a}-s. 
" .. -\11(1 if \\'e COllld, \\-e 1ho~t .. l cill~~ m,tke \vay for the . . 
,~ Tcturll af (!runk~i1n~t~, ~lning "lid ru:le cabals, \,~hic!t 

.. -
" the :l"~ore d~cent COll\-erlatl{)11311d n1an ners of ci,"iJi2ed 
" titlles na\"c in a gr(;tt ma1111er allOlitr.e:I." I la}1t hold 
ofthis ~entleman 's rcaf(min~, \\ 110 p~edds for civilizing 
the \\~Jrl(l, atltl 'lot f:tll~lifrillg it, :!s a fonfeffioll of th6 
wcaknds of his C"UI~C:~ and a c(lnfirmatiol. of all the argu-
111~llts IlrOtlllCe(i in t~lis trel\tite agaillii t!lt flage. l""'or, if 
!le tneallt to fi10\V, tllat fl3(Te-Qld.\~S \rere ~~!!reeab!c to the 

~ • .I '-I 

purity of the ~(\~';:;d) that drunkennefi is \'.ode (?f indeed, 
,t tle 1:)) CQ~ll~l tle 110 ~vi\.lencl~ of it at a!!. lIe 111l1!i there-
.... .. .. 1 " ,.". 

lJ .. re, It ,.e freaks to any pur~'olc" 1)lc~\\.l tc~r tIle t)leratloll 
r.t finrul l~in:r!ions) bec;lufe t~ey ~tre cornpM'a!irdj' !e!s 
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{inful th:m ctLcr~ ; and if tilJt is the cafe, I Jc~:;ft his prin
(;ipl~s, 311J fo \rii: C"·t:f\'" (:ilri::~~ll. 

Ha'rin~ mentioned i~is au~hor, perhaps it m:ly be ex
)'e8ell, tilJ! I ,rllu)tl !~:~!: {(.Ille J10t!Ce ~)f tJ:e other ,~rgu
)ll~tl ts bro:Jgill l~)· Jlilll il} llt!fcl:cc of tj~e fi36e. It is not 
caJ)· eitiler it' l-llt:llll'rate or CO!l)l;re!~eIld tr.em, they are 
ti.ro',-n t t~~t:tllcr ill 1':'1«:11 COl) ftl EOll, and (:~: ))rc!ie(l in f uch 
'-ague and general terms. lIe fJ)'s {p~;::e 3.) " The peo
'l Ille of ti!is ifllild :tre llot illlcrior to t:1oie of aJl}~ otlier 
,. age or coun!r)~ \\-hate\rer. rI'!li~ ,:·iIll1e a l)erfunll'tion, 
,~ thlt if ))j:.~)·s are ~ 1)()ifon, it is ~t le&fl l~ut 110\\'· in its 
,~ 0Jleratioll." :\11U, I>. Ii. "1'-e 111~)r ,"eillure to afk; 
I. '\-'letll~r kno\\-ledge, \\~hether ir~(ll;ftr~" alld COlnmercc 
'. ha\"e cl~clineJ in this city (EJinhurgh) fincc the play
,- )loul~ \\~as fir'l opelletl ilere? 1 t \r ill be O\V Ile(l, tl)~t 
c. ti}c'~ Ilav~ rather il1crea!~{1-" 1 ,,:,ollltl \:ellt ure to af1\:, 

~ 

'\·hat Jort of all argulIlellt tllis is, Ul1(1 \\'llat fo}1o\\"s fronl 
, i~, thollgil botll Ilis allertions \\-ere allo\ve\.! to be true, '''.:11:c11 
)'et Il}3}- l:afiJ}~ l'e ill Inan)' rcfpc:8s controvertcll ? If the 
jlage, as he \\'oultl illfinllate, be tIle CallIe pf Olli- illl1)~·ove. 
)Ilellt, tllt'!l is llis argtlnJ~llt ftlf-coI1tradiEtory, for ,\'e 
(\t!~i1t to l~ grt!tltiy il~il"rior ill ))urit}J to tIle l)eol)]e of 
oti!er coulltries, \\'110 hi!.\'e elljOj:~ll the! reiOftllillg fta~e 
111~(tl lo:1~t:r .. \ville!l is COlltrary to 11is fll])pofitioll. Wj'he 

truth ,is, tht! itage is not tIle C,!llfc~ but tl'!~ confequellce of 
\rea!:!l; :lllli it is 11eitller tl1e cauf~ 110r conftquellce 01' 
~cOll11e!5 or i~llG'\'iedbe) c~·.ceI~t !v far ~s it certaillly il11-

r~lies mr.re knowi~dge l!!all !.inr.ulti\·~!ted f.l,'ages poffei~, 
tll1~1 is VIIl)) to be fOt!l1cl i:i \\'f:at this author calls Cil'i!i. 
~~\.l 11~ltiC!lS. Hc\\- (~:.~iv \\·~re it for me to n~.lne fe\"era! 
,-jetS t;ukno .... ;n tn !;arb.~r;a.ns, which prev;lii in places cf 
t~fl~ arltl rul;fll~~! nl~I~llcrs. Sl1ol11l1 I at the fanlc tilT.e 
i fa ! ; 11 t~ at::, 1 ~ ! tl ~ t ! 1 C 1 ~: \. i c t: S 11 a \,. ceo J 1 t rib II t e ( ! to in 111 r 0 \. e 
LS i~! :':'t!\~·jc\.:~~ ;lll:! t:t!t=, it \rOllld l)e jull fllCil all argu .. 
rr.t:it as ~~ h~!-\.! tl!tl,J i!l t~l. \'Ct of tIle {tage, all() tl1e })laill 

:ntanin,; Ct ~(~h is, tlh: a~~~l1~ 0;: knowledge is the cauie 
~.' ;. ~. a l. 



be aJlo\vc\l, tillt t!lere is 110;'; in tl1e \\·orl<l a ~t')f.(l {!e~l 
of k:lo\Vled.~c fOf different kinds, but it is pbin we O~\':! it 
to the lll)ors of our pre{lcceffors, and Ilot 0.,;; 0\';11. ~\ n,! 
therefore, it is to be teare(l, \\·c rna;· impro\·c i~ 110 bC\~l'r 
than many young men lIo, who come to the ea!~~· pofie:: 
fion of \vealtll oi their fathers' getting. 9r!!C}9 11eithcr 
know the worth nor the ute of it, but 11lll~nlk:r it id:~· 
away, in the mon unprofitable or hurtful p .. ::-ll!its. It I:: 
doubtlef:;, an eary thing at prefent, to acquii.;! a fupcrfici.-;.l 
kno\viedge, from n1agazitles, re\·ie,\-s, (l:tlionlries, al1\1 
other helps to the fi0thful fiuclcnt. lIe is 11m,,· able, dt 
a very fman expence, to join the beau and the fchoJar, 
aIle1 triull11ll1S in t)le tafle of tilis enJigJltene<.1 age, of 
wh!~il l1e tlatil tIle comfort to rellea, tl!at Jle JliJnft:)i' 
makes a part. Bllt for our nlortific·ation,. let U3 recel. 
lea, that as feveral '.vriters have ohfen'ed, human things 
never conti11ue long at a fiall(l. There is comnloll)Y a 
revolution of kno\\-leclge ancl learning, as of riche-i anll 
power. For as flates grow up from poverty to indufirYt 
wealth and power; fo, from thete they proceed to luxury 
an() vice; an(l b}: tllem are brougl1t back to poverty antI 
fubjeEtion. In the fame manner, with refpett to learn
ing, men ri!e from ignoran£e to application; from appli
catioll to kno\vle<.lge; tl1is ril)ens in~otafte an(ljudglnenr; 
thel1, fronl a (lefire of <.liilinguifi1il1g tllelnJel,:es, tIle}' fu
pera{l\.l affeCl:etl orilalnellts, become 1110re fallciful tIla11 
folil.l; their taHc corrupts with their manners, and they 
fail back into the gu1ph of ignorance. The feveral fteps 
of thefe gra(latiollS commonly correfi)otlll; anti if \\'e de
ure to k110",V in \Vllat l)erio{1 of eacll, \\1!! of this nation are 
at I)refellt, it is 11rol1able, \\'\! are ill tl~e age of IUXtlr)~, a3 

to th~ nr!r, allel ir, tIle C\?C at leaft of a falfe allcl frotilV tat1c 
." 

as to IcarniI17; all~l ma\1 tilcrcfurc fear, th3.t as a late \9crv 
L) - ~ 

elegant writer exprefles it, 'Vc thJll rela2fc faft into 
b · · ( arl1arl, til. 

Anot!1er argument proJucc(l hy this author, is, that the 
apolH(! Pall), in prc:~chillg 3~ Ath':!1s, lrW~S a 1~llteace 
fronl Oll:' of th~ Gr~e:, 1)oet3, :1:1{1, ill \vritin~ to the Co-. ~ 

rlJ1thial15, 1115 ill:::rte<.l iI1~() tlae l:\~r~(l t~xt a lil1C frC:l1 a 
( " 1 1 ,. , ' , ., 1 ' I"'· . \ " \. 
J r c::! e ., t) ! a V" \ r ~) 1 (' 11 11 I) -,'. - 1 t l t ) j 11 3 , --( ~ ..., ;, ; ( de ! ~ 1 \ .. ,;,' ~ S ! l. r • 
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" 6cient to conn~tt the tldt:nce of p!:l~-S with ~~e hon(.\f (\( 
'a fcriptun: itfclt:'· ·]'ile tJtl is 11vt (~~ll'~i,. thO~:;:l ~~ J,:tS 

gi\'en btll ~ poor fre~inlell of tile kn~\\'I«ll!e of this a~e, 
by nliliaking in t~t" firli 0'- tl~efe remilrk~ tile eXi~rttEvn 
quotetl h)' the apotlte: for this i~llt~n~~~ '. ill hi1n \l~ i~\'e, 
" and mo\"e~ alltl h~\"e our ~in~,'~ \\'hich, h: f-1\'5, is a - . 
",'ery flib!'Ille eXi)n:IIi~il, alll1 beautit~.ll}· appliet! h~~ the 
apome~ was not cit~l from the pc):"l, but the following~ 
" For we are alft' his onSi)r!11~.t~ But fllpporin~ he hali (as 
he e:lfily !ni~ht) have hit Ur)()fl the tru~ Cit3ticI1J \\"}l~t fo: .. 
lo\\'s trOll1 it? D:(l ev~r ~Il}· lA~~" affirnl~ :Ilat no P')(lt cO:.IIJ 
,,-rite, or 110 pia)'er could t~:tk :ln~" thill~ that \\'as trile ? 
And wh:lt is to hinder au infpin:d writer from judging 
them Oilt l~f their o,'''n mOllths: "lhat CO!lCertl h:ls tbi! 
\\'ith the,fiage ? If it in1pJic:s ao}- (letel1ce of the fil~e in 
genera), it muD in11))}" a firQ.l~~r (ic::eJ1Ce of the JlaTt;CU!~ 
play and llOem., frolll \\'hirh the cit.tions arc! taken. Ko, .. , 
1 dare f."\y~ neitht'r this ;mthor, nor :lny other \\'m ~IT(rt) 
that there are in aU rdlkds 3gre~able to the Chriliian ch~
Rcler. ·Thefe citations do no other \\":tv COJllltcl th~ d~ .. 

.I' 

knee of the ib~e with the h(lnor of kriph!Tt-\ than a mi. 
D!fier's citin~, in writing or ditt:Qurf~ .. a IMn~ge trom Hi). 
nce or jll\"ella), ""Ol!;j con~.ctt the (l~f~nce of all tIle ob. 
lcenit}, that is to be found in U1e reil of ti!eir \\'llr"s, \\'ith 
the honor of preaching. 

The on)~' ~(lin~ ftlnher in this t~!fav not ob\·iate~l in 
the precctli;~g di!~·ourfe,. is what he t:.ys on the tl:bj~d 
of the poor. h l'hat the expenr~ b~d cut on the lia~~ 
u d0es ni\t hinder the ch?ritable t~lprly of the pcor.. anJ 
~, tllat the~~ fltj~~r no lofs ~!' it, lor it conles at Jail ir.to 
~.~ the hands of the POOf, and is paid ~\S tht' price of their 
'" lahor.-Every pbyer mull be ma:nt.lined, dc~hul 
"311(} 1001gell.,J It l!C~S 110! fuil \\'ith nl}" rrc~ellt rur• 
poft: to enter into' contro\-erfial atkrclt!t'll, or to treat 
this tlllt:10r y;i::l that je\~er'\\· he {le!e:r\-es; allcl t;~~r~tcre 
I nJalJ only '3Y, that his r~.\,onin~ upon th:s flJj~d 1~ 
the ,·cr,~ 1:\llle I~~'cnl \\. i11("11 Dct1('r :\Ial}(l(:\"ii!e {lr.\\\'s tll!S 
abfunl ~nd hattd (onf~qt:(.:nce, ., I'ri\,;it~ \"icc:s are pub. 
• , .. 9 ~ " 

,'" llC l~t It* _, !S .. 



T!~e trll!?l :$, 3 I~ riotls per!on tan fc:trc e ha \'e a 
f-"'(\n~r e\'idenc~ of the iml1lnrnlit~· of t!H~ tlage, than 
t::! :It!ru:~i 0:- t:lc:fe :i:tl~ p~eces ot I~tire, w!:ich ha\'e been 
rd1Uh\.-J. in f~) ~n:at .1 ;-;;.r:dY.. a~ainli th~ prdh~-tery of 
r"~!:Il!l,.r ~h .. \~-ithin !~~-=:c few w~ks .. ~cau!e of their pub
)!C J\ln.olliii(j~l 3g:till!t ~t.. T:-:~)· off~r no O:!1~r defence, 
lt~~ d~ri"linJ t!le pre~~c:lin.: of tr.e gofpd.. bJafphemoufly 
C:}~!l:l.t.r~n~ the p~,:p~t with the th~~.. and recrimina!ion 
n~m t~mle wh\l ~!r~ luppo:~"! to :in! inc~lIlfiilently with 
th,~r ch:lr;a·:\er. It is Iltlt ,\'ortll \\'hilc tn fpenel t:lree 

,.. 1 ..... - '- I 1 "I" I \'\'O:"\'li III (,,"tcrilliillll~ \\"t'~".tr (rrln~ellne.s, (ecelt all( , 

h: ~~ri!)' are w(lr!"{o than tht: ~1age or not; but if that is 
t~t~ ttron~t"n a"~ument tlut (".au be offered in its fupport, 
,\"0:0 :iIi tno:e \\')10 3ttel1~i it.. "I~he ne\\- reformed trage
(1\" :!:s :il\.:eeti l~ell \"er~· t!tllllCk," in its tll1,"ocates. There 
i~ Jtl 0\1 !:\yin~, that 3. tnln is- known by his cOlnpaoy. 
)i"t!l~s he true lIfo of a l)la~", \vhich one \,"ould thillk it 
fuQ~~~\l .. as it n"}il!~ :,~ c:li::H~" ~o the tafle of cOIlgenial minds, 
l-~- t~\Ot~ who ha\-e ~PFeareJ in defeac ~ of Douglafs, it is 
~ \\'ork of \--en- littie merit. 

It may be ~xpe~t'(L that, havin~ brought this perror
J1'~\!lCe 011 t!le 6tlll, I thOllll} a(I(1 rome fllrther reflections, 
UPt\ll tIle aggn\ ate<i t~n of 1\linifiers \vr:ting pla}·s, or 
at~enJillg the fiage.. But tllOllgh it is a very plain point, 
and ,nll~{l beca~le it is 1'0 :t \vou)ll dra\v Otlt this treatife 
to .in immoJerate leu!!t:l. If any man makC!s a quefiion of 
th:s .. ~1~ nlu!l he ,\'JlolJ}~ i~!10r,111t of t!~e nature all(] ilnpor
tl:1C~ of tIlt! 111itlilteri:!ll:l~:\~aaer allC} ofiice. There there
;\lre it \\"o~lld be necefl3.r)- to opell (liflillal}y, al1d to confi
tier t~~! f~}!elllll cil~lrgc ~i\"etl to miniilers in Scriptu:e, tG 
\\'(itch o\"er ::1e fOllls of t11eir peo?!e, as tl10fe ,. \\'ho m1~ft 
" £i'tC ail aCCOtlllt llnto Go(l ;" to gi\'~ thell~fel\·es \\·1::011y 
to li~ei:- (ltlt,~, fince ;ollle of tliofe cOlnnlittcd to ther'l arc .. 
frol11 (tty to tl,l!', ellterill~ OIl an unchallgeat)le {late, \\··11C)1e 
bIe:>.), when they die unconverted, fhal! he required ~~ 
tile hlt~~l of the Ullf~titLflll ))aflor. None call elltertaitl tIle 
)e~H dc;.:bt !Ipon tnis fubj~-a. who believe the teliinlony of 
:\roi~s and the pruph{t~, of Chriil and his apoflles, and, if 
i:,ty hc!ie\'e no: t:J~ir \rrit:ng~, neither will they believe 
1 .• ): \ro,··J~. 



Infiead therefore of endeavoring to prove, I will make 
bol(1 to affirlll, t11at writing play,~ is an emplo}'ment \vhol .. 
]y foreign to tIle office, an(} atten(ling theatrical reprefeIl
tations an elltertainnlent unbecoming tIle charaCter of a 
minifie.e of Cllrill: An(] mull not botll, or either of thenl, 
be a farrilegious al)firaClion of tllat time 311(1 I)ains, Wllich 
ought to have been laid out for the benefit of his people? 
Is it not alfo fl}ling ill tile face of a clear anc} late act of 
parliament, agreeably to \\?hich the lOT(ls of council anti 
feffian not 10116 ago found the fiage contrary to 1a\v in 
this countrj'? r\.n(l though the la\v is elucied, ancl the 
penalty e\~a(le(l, L1Y advertifing a C011cert, after \\'hic~l \viII 
be fJerformccl, grutis, a tragt:(ly, &c. Yet furel}', the 
,\,'orl(l in-jllugillg of charaaers, or a c)lurch court in judg-
111g of tIle COn(illa of its 111elnbers, ,viII l)ay riO regar(l to 
tIle poor antI fll~meftll e\'afion. Can \lle then tl1illk of 
tIlis atluaciollS attel11pt at tile l)ref~llt jU11Clure, ,vitll0ut 
applyi11g to ourfelves tl1e \\'"ort15 of Ifaiah, "AI1(l in tl1at 
" (lay (1~(1 tl1c Lt)r(l Go\.l of l10li5 call to \VeepiIlg, all(l to 
,. nlcurl1il16, an(i to baltl11cis, a~1{l to girdillg \vith fack .. 
,( c1oth~ and beho1d joy and gbdners, flaying oxen and 
" killing fhcep, l:!ating Bellt and drinking wine; let us eat 
" JJld (lrinI~, for to-morro\v \ve (lie. Ancl il: \vas re\~e3Ie(1 
" in mine ears by the Lord of hans, furcIy this iniquity 
H fhall not hi.! purged from yon t~ll yon die, faith the Lord 
" of hof1:s, " I t:l. xxi i. 12, 13, I-t. 
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T HERE appeared in the ~~tion~~ Gazette of the 
- of l\Iarclllafi, a paiiag~ talt! to be taken 

j!om a 11'rencl1 publication, \':}licll 110 l!oubt the editor of 
the Gazette thought worthy of the public eye. It was to 
t.~e following purpole:-It nlull appear very furprifing that 
even down to the expiration of the French ~Ionarchy~ 
there \'laS a charac.ter of difgrace ~rllixe(.l to the proftffion 
of a pla~/er, efl)eciaily ,,!hen conlpared to the kiI1dr~(1 pro~ 
feffiolls of I)reacher or pleader. _J.\lthoug:l the talents ne
cefiary to tllefe occupatiollS are as nluch il1f~~·ior to tllofe ot' 
1 good comedian, as the talents of a l1rllg-Iloullding apo
!heL~r}1 to t110fe of a reglllar bred pll}-ficiall. ant! that it is 
tope(l tl~~t the reco\lery (.1' tll~ t:Ilarlcrer due to theatrical 
merit, will contribute not a little to the in:lprovement of 
future Inanners. 

I have long expeaed to tee fome remarks puhlifhed on 
this lingular fi~ntimcllt, but, either nobody h~~ thought it 
\vorthy of tJleir attentioll, or tI1e llriclures ha\1te not talien 
in my way; therefore as this fuhjea is not one of thole 
that 10lt! tl.c:ir im?or~anCt~ or proptiety by a fhor~ laple of 
time; and as) on ,,!H; contrary, the prdeat con·roverfY in 
Pili;3dtlphia, Oil the app!ica~ion to the Icgil1ature agclinft 
tlie nag~, f~'en)3 t.) relltler it p~c111i3rly f~~3~011,·.O!C, I beg 
the L:ror ui' you to pt,b!:ih :1,e follo· .... ing cb!' : ... atiol.s; 
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The author oftht" paragraph pubJifhed hy ]VIr. Freneau, 
thougll a \\'arm advocate for ti1f: thtatre~ vouches for me as 
to the faa that there h as bCC11 a c}laraCl:er of difgrc.f"'e for 
InarlY ages, ilnprtfft'd upon the lhe~.ltricaJ l)rofeffion. 
rrhough he had not affirmed it, the face is undoubtedly 
certaira, tllat th~ theatrical l)rottffioll has hacl a difgrace 
affixe(} to it frorn tIle earliefi tilnes, and in all the coun. 
tries \vhere tJleatres ~la\~e been in ufe. 

Pt~blic atlors on the Habe were count-eel infamous by 
tIle l{oo1an l~\\v, they \\rere C!XCOITIITItlllicatecl by tIle church 
from tIle t:me of tile introtll1Ctioll of cllriflial1ity into the 
ROll1an eill11ire, evell to tIle time mentioneell1}· the author 
of the above paragraph, the expiration Qf the French mo. 
narchy. 

If this had been only occafionJ.l, local anrl. temporary, 
It nlight 11ave been COllfi(]erc(l as O\Vi11g to fnlne of thofe 
accidental, btlt trallficnt cau!es, ,,'llicll fOlnetimes produce 
remarkable effecls for a little time, allel then ~hol]}' ceafe. 
But fo unilorln and fo gelleral all effeCl: 111Ufi have forne 
adequate ancl l)ermallent cr'lfe or cauies to produce it-
\\I-Jlich is to be the fui"ljeCl: of the l)refent inquiry .. 

I ha\·e on ly to a(lcl as to the fatt, that e\~en the prefent 
living, warmdl and moll zealous advocates for the flage 
ha\"c not been able to effilce this impreffion from t!leir 
own minds. trhere does not exift in Philadelphia, or any 
where elfe, any perron of rank or charaEter, "tho ",rould 
be pleafed ,\~it}l (in alliance \vith the tlage, either by their 
fOtl'S marriage ,vith an attrefs, or by tlleir dallghters be. 
illg nlarrie(l to aCtors. 

Before el1terillg into tile l)rincipal part of tI1e flll)jeD, it 
\vill be nect!1:~r}7 lllat tIle reacler flloulcl give particular at
tention to tile foJJ{)\villg remark. "!'he infanlY \Vllicll has 
attell(le<.l tIle ))roi'e-lioll of 1)la)7ers belallgs \vholly to the 
profeflioll itfelf, allll not to tl1e perfons, or rather circllm· 
1lances l1)' \\'!licI1 tI1e)' may be {i:.iti11gui£11e(1. Players· 
'Vh~ll ttlev are ft'en 011 tl1e flage, are tlrtfiecl in tIle fille(C 
habits, affume the manners, and fpeak _the language of 
killgS atltl queells., l)rillCes an(1 l)rillCeire~;, heroes ancl he
railles, \"llicil is a \ger}' (lil1crent fituatioll fron} tl~ore \\'bo 
belono to \'.'hat ,~rc fometimes called the lower claffes of 
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life. T~hore \vhn folI0\\' tIle mecllallic art~ alee fomctirnes 
COl1fi(ierell as iII a flate of (1 i f~ t ace, bu t it is \v hoi I J. O\V illg 

not to tht:ir prof~ffioll, but to tIle IXjvert y 31111 ;'-ailt of 
education of a gr~at nl~jorit!: of tht:ni. FJ'he l)foie:llioll is 
la\\Iful, lall(IJule, ufeful ant! l1eCtll.lr)F. Let Ille fu ppole 
a bJacki'"1I1ito., a \\"ea,leT, a flloemaker, a carllelltt~r, or 
any other of the wt!chanic profdlions, and fuppoit: that, 
by at1ivity and in:luHry he becomes wealthy, anti inHt!atl 
of a ,vork- {hop, fets l!1) a fatlor}F ; if 11e L1ccoll1es rich ear-
]y enough in life, to g~ve his chjIJren a good education 
a11d a llarlclfo!ne fortllne, tell Ille "iJl0 is the perfon; " ... 110 

\vot1ld refufe h:s allia~ce or be allianlec.l of Ilis COIlllexiol!? 
Is it not qtlite otllCr\\:iJe as to players, \\~ith \Vll0m tJlougn 
emilleIlt ill tht!ir profeJlion, as 1'.Ioliere ant! l\Ia(l~\nloifelle 
ClairOll ill Fratlce, Garrick, l\·Irs. Si(ldollS and l\lrs. Bel
lanl)T in El161anll, I belie\re tllere is Ilarlily allY exaillple 
of an}' perf 011 of dec€nt llation, or of midtlliIlg fortune 
who would l}e arnbitiollS of a fanlily connexiOl1. l"here
fore, I repeat it, antI defire it may be kept ill vie\v in tIle 
lvhole of tllis reafollil1g, that tl1e dilgrace impreffed UpOtl 

the cilaraaer of pla}1ers belongs to the profeffion, and 
not to tIle perron. Nay, til0Ugll accorcling to the 01(1 fay
ing exceptio firlnat regulanl, tI~ere filould be nn i11ftance 
or two picked lJP ir! difiant ages, in \vhicll fuperlative nle
rit, overcame tile gel1erc.ll prepofreffion, fllCll as Rofcius 
in Rome, lVloliere in France, and Shakefpeare in Eng. 
land, this \v·ould not hiIlder the certainty" or importance of 
the retnark in general, of tIle oPI)robium tl1at [0110\\'s tIle 
profcffion. I 110\V' proceecl to the reafons on \vhich tIle 
faa is founded. Firft, all powers and talents whatever, . 
though excellent in themfelves, when they are G'.pplied to 
the fingle purpofe of anf\\-ering the idle, vain, or vicious 
part of laciet}', l1ecome C011tern !)tible. 

There is not upon record among the fa.yings of bold 
men, one 1110re remarkal)le thall tllat of Sobriu", tl1e tri
bune, to Nero the 'Roman emperor, when aikt'u by the 
elnperor, \vhy lle \VI10 \vas ()T1e of 111s l)erfonal guarcls, had 
confpired againil him? lIt! anfwered, I loved you as 
llluch as any Inl'.n, as l~)rlg as }YOtl cleferved to be loved, 
hilt I b'~;1~1 to ha:e yo:.!. \'.'b~n after the murder of your 

\i 0;.. 1~ I.. l~ b 
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wife and mottler, you become a charioteer, a comrdill1l 
and a buf1oon. I am fenfible that in this rcafoning 1 
confider theatrital pieces properly freaking t)s intended 
tor alnuiement. I am 110t r..o\\tever igllOratlt tllat fome 
have dignifitd them with the ~haratter of reheols or lef
lOBS of morality. 

But as tl1ey have l)ten generally cal!ell j and are flill 
called hy the writers in tht: Philadelphia News-papers~ 
anl1lSC111Cl1ts, 1'0 I alll confident ever}' bocly lnllfi perceive 
that this \vas thei r original purpofe, and \\-iIJ be tlleir ca
pita! and their principal effect. It ieems to me of con~ 
feque!lCe in this argument to obfc:rve, that \vhat is true 
of tr!eatr!cal exhibitions is true of every other eHea of 
hl!man genills or tirt, wllell appiie{l to the purpofes of 
amufelnent antI foll}:-, thty become contemptible. Of 
all external accomplifhments, there is non~ that has been 
for many ages llelcl in greater e!1etn1 thatl good harfe. 
manfhip. It has been raid that the hun1an fornl llever 
appears with greater dignity than when a handfome man 
appears 011 110rfeback, \vitll proper an(l elegant manage. 
ment of tIl at 11ol)le crcat~lre. Yet \Vhell flJell enlploy them. 
1elves ill firlgular ancl \\:}lilnfical feats, 11anding in1lead of 
ridillg upon a horl~ at full gallop, or llpon t\" .. o horles at 
Ollee, or other feats of the like nature, in order to amufe 
tIle vail1, arIel gatller nl0ne}' fronl the foolilh, it ilnilledi .. 
ately app~ars cOllteml)tible. .l\.!l(l for lny OWll part, I 
\\ioul(l no more I.o!J COlntllUllicatioll \\'itll a Inaller of the 
circus than a mallager of tIle tl1eatre. Allli I 1110uJd be 
forry to be thought to ila\'e any intimacy with eithtr the 
Olle or tIle otller. 

The gen~r~ll obfervation which I h:n·e made, applies to 
all 11U111~t1 arts, of t\7er)' killU ~11(1 clafs. lvlufic has al
,~·a}'s beet1 efiecrll~·~~l 011e of ti1~ nJ1:fl arts, a!1(1 \vas ori. 
gin~1iy llLJ in the '.'.'orfhip c~'Glld, and the praife of he
roes. Yet \"'hen m:.l::c 1S applied to the pm-pates of 
am~{cment o:11y. it ~~o,:~G;~:cs \':llOHy contemptible. And 
I believe the ru~)lic pcr!ormers. frCt~l the men-fingers and 
women-linsers Cot :So:omol1, to the tl:~bers in tb<: prdtont 
tilcatres, ~r:.! CCil!;(icrc(1 as ill. a {lii:l"raceful calliI1')". I alll 

( , ,,,, 
II&tl'PY to hi\n~ ~\"dl lord Ch~ncrljdt.l (.'"~ ro!itcnds, fer my 



anifiant in this caufe: for though he acknoulcJbes m!lf:c 
to be one of tl1e fine arts, )-c:t fle thinks to b! too great a 
con.loiffeur, and to be always fiddling and playing, is not 
conliftent with the charaCter of a gentleman. 

In ~he fecon(1 place, as p!ay~rs have beell r'Ci1crally per. 
fons of loofe morals, fo their emp1o)-ment Jlreal~~ )~aJs 
to the corruption of the heart. It is an a11o"\'~li Ilrillci. 
pIe, among critics, that no human paflion or charader, 
can be \vell reprefented, unlefs it be felt: tt is t!lc!Y call 
entering into the fpirit of the part. Now, 1 fuppo!e the 
fonowing philofophical remark is equally certain, that 
every human paffion, efpecially when flrongly "dr, gi\~es 
a certain modification to tIle blood alld fpirits, and makes 
tlte \vhole frame more fufceptible of its return. Tllere. 
fore, whoever has jllfily and ftrongly aCted hunlara paffiolls, 
that are \9icious, \viII be more prone to thefe fal)le llaf. 
nons; ,and incleed, with refj>eCt to the \Vllo!e cllarJcter, 
they will foon be in reality, what they ha\'e fo often feem. 
cd to be. 

This aPI)lies to the whole extent of theatrical repreferl
tation. ,v·hoever has aCted the part of a proud or re
\~engeful perfon, I ihould not like to fali ill his w'aYi \Vllen 
offended: and if any man has often aCted the part of a 
rogue or deceiver, I fhould not be \villing to {tuft him 
\vitll my money. It may either be added, as anotller re .. 
nlark, or confidered as a furt11cr illufiration cf tIle one Ian 
made, that players, by fo frequently appearing in an a[u
med character, lofe all charaCter of thei7" own. N orhing, 
fays an eminent and learned writer, " i~ more awkward 
" and infipid, than a player, out of the line of his own 
"profeffion." And indeed what mull that memory and 
brain be, where the con{!ant bufinds of its pofielfor is to 
obliterate one fctne or 1yaem of folly, only to nlake way 
for another? 

In the third place, I cannot help thinking, it is of fome 
moment to obfervc, that players. in cOllfequence of their 
profeffion, appearing continually in an affumed charaaer, 
or ~ein~ employed in preparing to a[llme it, :l1ufllol,~ all 
{enfe of tiilcerity aad truth. Truth ic; fo t:lcre(! a ti):n;;. 
that even the lean viobtion of it, is not without its uegree 



of ~l~!t anll (I,ln~er. It ,\-as far froln being fo ahfurd ~. 
it oftcil has llt:ell laitl to l~, "i~rtt tl.e 0),,1 Sllt\rtan allf\\·er. 
cd 10 an _~itleniall, \\'ho fi)oke to Ililal (,I' tile fine )tflona 
fOUI1J ill tllrir tra)!cllies: • I tl):rik I COlli,1 Itarn ,tirtlae 
, milch better irolll Oilf 0"-11 rules of trulil all<.l jufiice, than 
, [l\~ Ilt!arill~ '~O\)r lies.' 

• • 4 

I \\'ill ilt:re (ll)i~r\'e, tha! fl'me \~en" al)!e antl ill(.l!ci~us . -
perlons Ila\-e ~iven it ;!S ~ I~ri(lt~s u,d inlportallt a<l,-ice to 
}JtOllll~ perto!!s, to gllarJ agaillii Dlilllickillg antI takillg off 

otl"lers, as it is call~li, il\ lal1gl13~~, ,·oice, 311(1 gefi UTe; 
becau!e it tdh.iS to dellroy the limplicity and digniry of 
pt'r:l\ll~l) Cl~\ll:lers 3Jlll beha\'!Ollr. ' Illl)lJeli~ ill earl)' 1ife, 
].~Ilt:\\''' ~l }·Ollll:!' Ill"!11 ofgoOll t~!lellts, ""110 al}folutel}l llnfitted 
hjr;~fc!f for I)libiic fj>eaking) I))' tJli!; I'radice .. He \,,-as edu. 
cat{:1 itlr tIle IlliJliilr}~" antI \\'as ill e,·efY· refi)ect \re IJ qua
lified for the oflice; but h.iving without flifj>icioll, fre. 
llutnt1y ~mufed himJelf and others, by imitt!i:ing the to!les 
all{l geltllres of tnt! nlofi en.il1~llt preaC!lcrs of' t:lt: city 
\\,~l:. re lle li\-cll, \,·llel1 i~e b~bal1 tn preach hin1felt~ he could 
l~vt a"(\i(l f;!llill!! iJlto (llle or other of thole tones ant) man-

t:. 

ll~r~ 'V:~:C!l :le flatl 10 ortell nli:llicke(l. 1'llis, as fOOl1 as 
it \vas p~rc~i,~~(l~ t!lre\\~ tile alltlic}}ce into a bllrfl of iaugll
t~r, and he '\"~iS foon ohliged to quit the profeflion altoge
t.her .. for no ot~ler reaf()ll, tIla11 11e lllll tlll1S fpoile(l 11imielf 
1:)7 the talellt of ilnitatioll.-1111a)1 ra)~ fllT!her, ill fl11)port 
of this remark" that I 11av'e ~~ll~J\Vll no illflance of Oile emi. 
nent fur !11imickiI1tT, \\-110 (li(l not iil tinlt make 11ilTlieif 

\",) -, , 
Cu11te!11 I;tl c: =. 

But the 11~~r.1a:l !)a[!:on t;i:lt 111Jkes tIle mnn ron!j)!CllOUS 
ii,~llre ill t11e t:leatre, is lo\"e. _i\. i)L.l)l \vitllOt!t i11trj~l1e 
J.ll(l ~~allai1try', \\~oLll~l t~c il0 i;la~· at all. rl~11is })afi!Oll is, 

, , l' , 1 - .. ., 1.... f' 1 

ot .~ 1 0,".-'1-- '. ,.,f- '''''-In:ll'''~s l"rO'lle,-O(l t"e (l'-"'ate l ('e(""'~e (d d ! """ ~, l .. J H ~ " ! • l· t I "L ~ \. ..... 'J ~ , ""' , .-... · \. 
! (. ... .... 

of guilt ar!lll11i!~ry·, ill t11c Il!ficr)l of l11al11~ill(!. NO\l~~ is 
it, or call il t)~ \.!~:1i~,1, thar ac,rol Sill t!1C tbe:ltre ~rc trair~ .. 
eo lip in the kliCH\ ~t:\~~e and exerciic of tli:s p.dlion, in all 
• t" J' '1 ". '1-'- 1 It s () r I'll 5 • . ttL \~ r 1 } S t 0 j 1 a \. e ... ) t.: l: 11 a 1 t: 11 t 1111 ~oll ( 0 t t, ~ ~ S i\. 1I1 ~ t ~ 

that led a certain :'Hlf.bor to i:ty, thJt to fend young peopk~ 
tot I) e tIl e ~ ~ t ret 0 1'0 r : i 1 t b l: i r In a 1 \ 11 e:; r s , i s toe xi' c t t , \ .. ! h ~ ~ 
"t1'e,r \\"'1'1 1··.\·'~·11 ,:~,f.·flU'~ j ... ··OI1·1 1)1·0 P1·'.,·'\ .... ll·s 'In{l .~"""'.r:.ofl\'· ,j J .. '- ~. . '-', I. J U ( ~. , L, 4 4 '. L , 1 • '- ~t ",.. • 

! Lt· ... }· r 11'1 i" ·l'·le'! ('" .q • \...: Jz, ~ '\,'. 



Letter respecting Plo.y-A.:tors. 

There remarks feern to we full}' fulUcient:o account 
for the cli1grdce tllat has fo gtllerally follo\veu tl1t: prott:f
lion of all atlor., I ilia)) onl}7 add a fe\,~ "porlls upon an 
opinion to be found in \Verenfels and tome other eminent 
autllGrs. They con(.iemn pUlllic tlleat:es, and defl)ife hi", 
red players: but they recommend aCting pieces by young 
peri~)1'lS, in fchools or in private families, as a mean of 
obtaining grace alill propriety in pronUl1ciation. 011 this 
I fhall jail obferve\ that though this praCtice is much lefs 
dangerous than a public theatre, let it uoes not feenl to 
Dle to be of Inucil Ilecellity fOi obta~11ing the end propofe(l. 
Alld I uare fa)~, tl1at if tl1is praCtice \\'"ere of tell repeale(l, 
the fame tllat Inay be aC(luired at fuch exhibiti611S, \,-ou!d 
upon the w hole, be vf very little to the honor or benefit of 
thofe \,~llO aC(luirt J it. 

I "li!i COIlc)ude this effay b}' an obfervation on the 
cOlnpariioll, nlaae by tIle French \\lriter., rneillioned ill tile 
b~gillilillg, bet\\"een tIle talents IleCeffar}7 to a goos preach
er or pleai.ier, and thofe neceffary to a goocl play-attor. I 
\\'il11 he h:lcl fllentionp.d tl1e talents and qllalifications, th:it 
\ve mlgllt lla\Te l1ee11 able to examille his reafonil1g. As 
for Iny o\'''n part, I call recollea but t\\'O \\;11!cil ~re effen. 
tiilily requifite to a player, nlemOr}' and n1imickr}T; and 
] have kll0\Vn botll there talents poffefi'c:(l in great perfec. 
tiOll, by men \vho \\'ere not in unllerllanciiJlg nlany (Iegrees 
above fools; ancl on the COlltrar)', fOllle of tIle fira rr.en 
\rhOnl hiilory recorcls, that were 110 \\··ay renlarkablc ill 

point of memory, and totally ddlitute of c,e other quality. 
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HU~IBLE ATTEMPT 

TO OPEN THlt 

:\-fYS TERY OF MODERATION. 

plain and eafy 'Vay of attaining to the CIlAR~CTEa 
of a MODl!:R.-\ TE MAN, as at prefent in repute in the 
CIIl!!tCII at' SCOT i..~\XD. 
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TO THE 

DE PAR TED G H 0 S T, 

OR 

SUR V I V I N G S P I R I T, 

or THE I.ATE 

Reverend Mr. ---, Minifier in --_ .• 

WORTHY SIR, 

n" UR.ING agreat part of the tinze I spellt in conlJ 
posillg thefol/oiving treatise, I 'lvasfully resol~ 

~ed to ha'lJc sent it abroad b./v itself, and not ta hatlt! 
dedicated it to any person in the ~'orld; and indeed 
in a confined se1lse of the 'Word ,,,,arId, you see I haevc 
still kept 111y resolut iOll. The reaS01l of l.bi:; 7JlY in .. 
tended purpose 'lvas, that I find the r(s'ht honorable 
the earl of Shaftsbury, ill ail tJ.l1r:r}ertiscnzent, or tick .. 
et, prefixed to his ,vorks, hath cXl'Jres~-,?d a contempt 
{[Il{! disdain of all de{/ielltiolls, prefaces, or other 
discourses, by 'It'ay oj-- foreru1l11ers to a book. This 
he seems to thillk a nlt")a'll and cowar{lly way in all au
thor, of creepi1lg i11to the ttvorld, and begging the re
ception which he da7·es not clai nl. 
- Being satisfi ed, tberefore, oj' tlJC justness of this 

obsercz.tation., OU{/ being also s01Jze~vhat confident (a.\ 
lJis lorllsJJip SCCll1S to have been) of the intrinsic 
C'd'orth of 1ny pe}fo"'Jl~~nCe, 1" illtelll/ed to ha1Je C01Jlt 

forth i I! this ]lzas ter£v nlGllller. 

But, "l)Oll 1110re 1nature (/eliberatio1i, I discovered, 
tbat ,be ollly objeftiollS against d .. Otlications 'it'ere tbe 
st~lj:diJlidellce just -:101U Jllflltioned, Gild the slispicion 
of j1attery for se(fish (Jlla~s, r,.~lhich is so c01!!rar)' to 
dis i ntcrestcd bellf}~'olellce; .so that ij" I ,ol:1d ji"tll1l(1 
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tz Jellicotioll r;.vhich shoul(lbe ljllite beyon{/ the imputa .. 
ti01l of any oJ"these.:1.vo p!lrpOSes, 1 should then u-bo/ .. 
ly escape. his /o"t/~hip' s ce1lsure. '. 

,([lis allll, I thzllk, I ha::vefallen nothIng short of, 
when I hafJc dedit{lted this hooR ta YOIl, l1zost illustri. 
ous SHADE! as nzy most malignant enemies cannot 
but grall~, that I c~llid barve no .expectation 9f your 
Cllcourarrzllg me .. either by bUying my booR, reconl-
7Ilcllf/ing it to others, or giiJillg it away to the poor: 
nay, or c"cn so nlilch as for Illy translation to a bet
ter benefite ill assembly ot comnlission. 

It startled me a little, that this conduct 1ilight per
haps, hy etoil disposed persons, he represented as an 
approach "to popery, and res~'llhling their wo~ship
ping of saznts: hut I hopr! this can scarcely be Impu
ted to me, itl the jJresent case, since )'011 ne'fJer 'Were 
esteemed a saint 'While you li'lJcd, nor efJcr tbirsted 
after that title. . 

.ll'lfJther more material objection occurred to me, 
That a dedication to a dealt mall, is either almost or 
altogether unprecedented. But I am not milch concer
ned, though this nlcthod of proceeding should bf! 
thought hold and ne~u, hecause this is the character 
'Which t.be illCOnlparable Mr. giroes of his own 
essays upon the prillciples of morality and natural 
religion. Besides; 1 dIll not altogether destitute of 
authority: for the me1110rable deail S~uift has used 
the frecdam to cledic{;te his Talc of a Tub to Prince 
Posterit)t. I haYJc a/so seelJ a satirical poem, called 
Jure Dievtllo, tledicated, 'lvitb great solemnit'V, to 
Prince (or rather, I be/ictJc, to King) Re~son. 
lJ, therefore, one of these authors nlight dedicate a 
book to a fiJCU/lY of the human milld, anti the ozhcr 
to an abstract ;llea, I bope it ;s no great presump
tion in nlC to dedicate tlli'1C to Y0lt, thou.~h " in statue 
nlorluorll171 ;" e)pel~ially as there is llot a lit1ing man 
-who hath so good a clailll to the cO!llplimenl of a trea· .. 
lise upon nly subject. 

But a nzorc gravellillg difficulty! ban any of thes~, 
eel)! Ille SOllIe time in slispellse, t,jz. b()'l~ to get tb, 

\T 01.. Ill. C c 



hook presented 10 )tOIl. as I did 1Iot jhld ill myself an] 
i"c/illatioll to t/ejJt..,-t tbis /ij(~ in. OrdtT Iv tra.1s/Jort 
it. .1//(r ~lllf;' Ilou611.:. 1 'was at It'llg!b rt'lier;u'd, 
b.y rl'://e(/il'(.,[, ,bal JJl··. Pope has assured us, tba! 
/be c.r;bos/s oj' de IUII'leo' ladies afri.vc.ys haulll Iht' pla
f('S i." 'il!bicb Ibe~Y Ih·/iglJ/ed 'while they Jwer,: alive; 
n'ld !b(:rcjore, jrom (lIHdogy, il is 10 be supl~osed, 
tl.h't l.be saine lbiilg bolds 'llJilb ngard tf) departed 
mi,,;stt:rs. I)'ibis is the cast:, 1 look "fJOIl it as cer
I"ill, tbdt J':mr chief residt'JlCe is ill the assembly
he. 1St: "t Edillburg, c;,~·herr )'OU ha:ve, in your lift'
tim-:, Ih'ib gi'i:'.'" alld ret::i:ved so much pleasure. 
1'or il:Ul/~""b j'iVillllot Ihull YOIl, ill )'our ullembodied 
Sl.lIc, fnh'l makillg chcuits through the coulltry, 
il11l1 )J;r;ilil1cS' sYIJods, or p res by terit>s, particular!;· ill 
tbe 11/- Sf; and G -y, 'i.vh!..,-e then? are so mallY 
,.'u.n afl.:.?r)tOu.~ 6wn ht'a;-t J" yet., 1 dare say,- y.;u will 
not be l:bscllt . .from the assemb(y, llor any of tbe 
fjuarter(y meeth'[{s 0/ the commissioll, 'which hatb 
Sf) of tell S!lVJeti tJ.,,: church from impending dangers. 

It is th::i-'"efon: li'Y purpose to go to Edinburgh in 
ilIay 1lC::\~!, wbcn tiJ~ assembly meets, of wbifh 1 am 
II member, lind then, to lay before )'Oll my pt'rfor
malice, bopi!lc.!; it wih' prove most delicious alld sa-
1Joury to ell )'our sense;;, to the 1lames of ·which,. G1ld 

the manller of their pn,\~ellt operatiort, 1 am c;.vholly 
II s t rl111gt} J-. 

It is probable .yo'U ha1Je not been accustomed, these 
/100 iiI" three yt'ars past, III hear ,.,"Jour Oilll1 praises 
ceicbrated; and therefore I sballllU' j~lrther laullcb 
Ollt illto them thall to say, tba! there is not olle branch 
oj' the character ,-ccommc?tded in the jollo"lvillg' pa
pes, ilz whicb '}lOll, 'It'Cl-e ?lot ern-ilIC1!t; a11d t,bat t!J(}re 

(.) ti' 

never was one stone by you left untunzed, for .pr01iW-· 

tiu ... i[ tbe good cause. ·'Tbat )'OU may still .fiit upon 
the tbronc, and, by your .t()1.:'lt)r.lul~ though invisible 
ilu9uellce, make the interest oj- moderation p rc;'<;'1(l ii, 
is the ardent c;.vish, and .'be /)iolls prayer of, 

(""'f '. 

~ ')' ,4, 
1v!'(," 1110st o!;c{liclzt 

and admiring Scr';)(wt. 
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,~ RA TITUDE obligeth me to acknowledge the kind 
~ J reception , .... ·hich the world hath given to the follow. 
ing generolls effort, for the honor of our church. This 
fhows, either that Fanegyric is by no means fo unaccept
~,ble to mankinll in general! a3 fome ill-natured authors 
·jn.fil1l1!te; or that th~s of mine hath lleen executed ,vitll 
'i.7t:ry uncommon ikili. If this Iaft fuould be tLe true fo. 
It,tion, it would give m~ a double fatisfacbon. How. 
ever, as the Jove of detraCtion, in fome perron:;, is in
cur.lble, and as nlanJ' llave fuch lllcera.ted ITt inds, that 
there is no, poffibiJity of applying to them, even in the 
foftefl and moll friellt1ly rnanner, \vithout offending them j 

to prevent the fpreading of any fuch baleful infl'lence, I 
think it proper to add a few things upon the firuCture of 
this perforlDance; part of which fhould have acccmpani
ed the firft edition, if it had not pleafed the publifner to 
print it \vithout any conlffiunication \vith the author. 

From the b~ginllin5 I forefaw it ''''Oll]d occur as an 
"-

objection, that I have not properly denominated that par-
ty in the Chl- ~r;h VJl~ich I have chofen to celebrate by the 
\vords 1]lol/eratioll and tlloe/crate men. It is alledged 
that, fOi tr "fe two or three years paft, they have made 
little uf~ of there worcls, and having chofen rather to 
reprefent tllenlfe1\Tes as fupporters of the COIlfiitution, as 
aCting- 'Ipon confiitutional principles, as lovers of order, 
and enemies to confufion, &:c. while at the very fame 
time, the oppofite party have taken up the title of mode
nztiun and prett!nd to be aCting upon moderate p;·illciple~~. 
It is 'lIfo hinted, that the ju(l: ieverities which the times 
render nece[f:.lry) requirt! a different phrafeoJogy. 
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In anfwer to this I obfer\pe, that my, treatife has 
• 

really been a work of tinle (as, I hope, ar'pears from its 
maturity) the moll part of it lla\"ing been c;)lnpofed above 
two years ago, and b.::fore this chan~e of language was 
introduced. It \lIas originally il1tended c,nly to exhibit 
a general view of the (li{f:!rent parties in religion and 
learning aanong us; thougll it hath no\v admitte(1 a very 
particular account of the latefi and mon recent difft:rences 
in the church, chiefly becaufe th: present feems likely 
to be an ~ra of fome confequence, and to be big with 
fame very great events, as well as perfons. : BdiJes, I 
confider, that . tllis name of moderate l1lC1Z- was much 
longer ~Ile defign~tion of my frit:nds, than thore lately 
inveilt~d; alld as they do not e\'en at prefent allo\\' the 
claim of their f;nemies to that charaCter, it. is probable 
they inten(l to take it up again, a~ foon as tIle defigns 
nO\V upon tIle allvil fhall be compl_~tel}" exec'lted. As to 
~he name of t1lotkration being inconfiHent with a proper 
vigor, in fupPQrt of.their own meafurcs,. and wholefome 
feveritie~ againft their ~nernies, it is an objeClion altoge
ther frivolou~, as appears frpm the folio,\;illg' examples: 
A certain minifier being aiked the charaCtell of a .friend 
of hi~, who had come up to the affembly. and particularly 
lvll~t)ler cr not Ile was a 1n(Jderaa,e 1JZan? a,nf\\'ered, 0 
)CS, fierce for 17~oderatioll ! . 

I think it proper to inform the r~ader, that one great 
reafon of t"1e uncommon choice of a patron to this work 
lvas, an Opillion I had long entertaiJl~d, and in fupport 
of which I could alledge very {hong argu rrents, from 
the fayings of fome gteat men and philofophers l as well 
as the praCtice of a famous ancient nati~n, with regard 
to their kings; tllat tIle true and proper tiln~ of afcertain~ 
iog and fixillg ~ man's character is whet"} ht! has done 
his \\'llole \\'orl~; anc! tl1at poilerit}T h~tll as gc,o(l a right 
to tb~ po{feflion and ufe of his fame after death, as his 
~onteml)oraries to his. abiliti~~ uurillg his life, At the 
fame time, though the autl~r. had a particular hero in 
view, }yet he Cll0f~ to publifll it without ~entiol1ing ·hi$ 
pame, or place of aboc.le, ~r intleed any circnmfiance fo .. 
reign to ~he charaat;r. which might dHlinguilh the per. 
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fon. The ddign of afling in this manner was, that in 
cafe the world lhould univc:rfaUy agree to afcribe it to the 
fame perfon he had in his eye" it m:ght be fuch a jufli6ca
lion of the trllth of the charaCter, as very few nlodern de
dications can boafi of. 

This invention I challenge as wholly my o\\·n; and 
do hereby allow and recommend the ufe of it "to all future 
authors, hoping it will change the falbion among \vriters 
of charaCler and felf-efieem.. from ufing no dedications at 
all, to forming them upon a plan entirely new. Let 
them each keep his pat.fon in IllS eye, draw his charaCter 
as exaCtly and graphically as poffible, and pub1ilh it ,.,ith
out a name, or with this infcription De/tlr dignusimo: 
then if the \\'·orl<.l do uni\:erfal1y afcribe it to the perrO!! 

· intende(l, let his name be prefixed to the fecond edition; 
and It will be more true, and Herling, and acceptable 
praife, than any hitherto found in that clafs of panegy
rics. 'But if, on tile contrary, the world {hall afcribe it 
to a differe~t perron, let the author acquiefce in that de
termination, rejo:ce info goocl all expedient for prevent
ing a blunder, and nluke his court to his new patron, 
who \viII harcllv refufe ~o admit hilll after fo refined and 

01 

delicate a conlpliment. I dare not recommend any thing 
like this method, with'refpetl: to the books already print-

oed, becaufe it would occalion fo violent a controverfy 
about the propriety of nlany dedications, as could not 
be ended but by the f word; they being moll of them ad
dreffed to great .nlen, who having agreed upon this me. 
thad of revenging grofs affronts, and terminating, in the 
Iaft refort, all important difputes. 0 Should anyalk, why 
I luwe not foJlowed my own rule, by now prefixing the 
name of my 'patron? rrlley are to underllancl, tllat, for 
reanms known to myfe1f, I intend to defer it till the nine
teelltll ~r t\\1entieth eel ition. 

If any {hall think fit to blame me, for writing in fo bold 
and affuming a way, through the whole of my book, I an. 
{\ver, I have chofc:n it on purpofe, as being the latefl a.nd 
matt modern way of writin~; and the fuecefs it has al. 
ready met with, is a demonfiration of its propriety' and 
beauty. The fame thing alfo, to my great fatisfaetion, is 
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n proof of the juRice of a late author's fcheme of 1\lcnI 
Phil ofo phy, who has expelled mortijic6lion, s~lf-(lm;ol, 
humility, and $ilmc~, from among the number of the vir. 
tues, and transf~~d them, as he (.xpre[eth himfelf, to 
th~ oppofite column; that is to fay .. the column of VICIS. 

This fcheme, I dare fay. will Hand its ground; and, as a 
critic, I obferve, that it was probably the firlgle circum. 
fiance juft now mentioned, that brought upOn the author 
an adverfary who, though poffe1fed of many truly good 
qualities, bad the misfortune to be always eminent for 
modefiv, ant) other ballard virttleS of the fame clafs. 

The~c are fome, J find, of opinion, that it was neither 
neceffary nor uterul for me, to give fo many exampl~ 
of the condua of tIle m()(lerate, in the iJ)ufiration of the 
feveral rnaxiols; and there eminent perfons themfe}\'es 
kem to feel fome pain, from the expofing of their virtues 
to the public vie\v. But is it not an ellablifiled truth. 
that esanlple teaclles better than precept? Is there aoy 
thing more ufual in moral writings, than to illufirate 
them by extraCls from the lives of the philofopbers, and 
otber heroes, of anCiel]t times? and {inee the advantage 
of exaolple is eonlmonl}' faid to be, that it is a living 
law .. or that it plks life into the precept, furely the heft of 
all examples mufi: be thofe. of perfon~ really and literally 
alive: neither .1hould fuch perfons themfelves ~ ottend· 
eel \\9ith this conduCt; fince, as has been hillted :tbove, 
1flfJrlincLI!ic)1l and self-denial, are no more to be reckoned 
among the virlllCs, but the 'lJic~s. 

Ho\\-"evcr, I have the comfort to refiea, tllat from the 
oppofiteopinions ofthofe ","ho have paired their judgment 
on this performance, I am in the m:ddle .. ,and confequent. 
Iy in the right: for there llave been tranflnittecl to me ma· 
ny noble inflances of moderation, in cxpetlation, DO 

dou!lt, that they 1hould be added to my colleCtion. I 
thankfully acknowledge n1y obligations to thefe kind 
contributors, but cannot make allY ufe of their con· 
tributions at prefent; fo," it would, at lean, double the 
bulk of the treatife, and therel1v render it Itss commodio:l$ 
.lor pt1cl~t.carriagc. Further: I do affure them, it was 
not through \\"ant of nlaterials that a greater number of 
exam,i1!es was ;~c~ produced, but from having duly weigh. 
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tel the proper proportion for a work of this exttnt; and 
to what hath been affixed with fo much deliberation, I anl 
rcfolved ftedfafily to .adhere. 

It were indeed to be wiflled, that every man was left 
to himfelt~ and al!owet..l, in peace and quietnefs to finifh 
his O\\-{l work his own way: for I have feldom cbfen-ed 
lbefe things called hi,lls and sllgg~stioru, to have any 
other effeCt than to perplex and miflead. An author"s 
fltDation, when per:ecuted with them, feerns to nle tl) fe. 

femble tbat of a gentleman building a houfe, or planning 
out a garden, who, if he hearkens to the advice, or at
tempts to gratify the tafle, of every vifitor, will, in a1l 
probability, produce, upon the whole, a colleCtion of in
coniillencies, a fyiiem of defornlity. 

I am very forry to be obliged thus to fpeak in obfcuri
ty, by returning a public anf\ver to private obfervations ; 
but cannot omit taking notice, that it has been much \von
clued at, that a certaill \gery eminent perron 11as been loft 
in the cro\vd of heroes) \\?ithout any particular or difiill
guifhing compliment paid to himfelf. N ow, this did nut 
by any means flow from a ~-ant of refpett and erreem, 
but from a diflruft of my own abilities, and a defpair of 
being able to do juftice to fo illufirious a character. Nei. 
ther indeed was there any great neceffity (excepting n'lf.re 
compliment) of fpre~ding his fame, which hath a!rcldy 
gone both far a11(1 \vide. Befides, that his mal1Y an~ re
markable exploits, however firong and j)regnallt proofs 
they ffily be of benevolence atld facial affc:8:ion, hl\'C: 

wme circulllltances attending them, which render them 
more proper fubjeCts of difcourfe than writing. The glare 
lrou!d be ratIler too great for everl tIle firong e}1e-figI1t of 
this generation to endure, when brought very near thenl. 
The i:'n is the moll gloriol1s of all ol:.~jeas in the firma
nlent; "nd yet, tl10l1gh it \vere in tile po\ver of a plil1t~ 
~:- ~o (li-aw him in all his luilre, there would hardly he 
. ':d a proper place for him in the largefi palace in 
f • , .. ~ I " .. • 

\.. J • :. , ~ - . J.' it :\1 11. 

1 ;l~ o!! ~)' otl1er objeEtion I thall take notice of, is, tIll: 
in one refpea, I may be raid to have dr:nvn the piCture 
l.lrger tlk1n the lite, in as much as I [cern to rllppol~, tklt 
.. 11 motl~r"t..: men do, in f~u~t, po~~rs e\'ery one of til..: Yir. 
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hles wllich I have m3{le to enter into the perfettion of the 
dlaraflc:r. This objeCtion, though the one man infified 
upon, is eviclently hoth fa)fe and fooiifu. No reader, of 
true difcerllmellt can ima~jlle any fuch' thillg. Ifit were 
fo, there \vould be no occafion for m)' book at all; on 
the COlltrar}-, the variollS n13xims inrerte~1 in it, and the 
various e~amples pro<lliced in illllflration of them, do Ole\. 
that the!"~ are different degrees of p~rfeaion, ev~n amongil 
t!le mod~rate the!nf~lves. The}- are a bo~IY1 every mem. 
ber of \\-hich ilas Il~itl1er the fame abilities, nor tile falne 
office. ·l"ll~y are nllo a hotly nloft firlnly uilited, for mu .. 
tllal (lefcl1ce all~l fllj)port: fo lllllCh, I contt:ts, I intended 
to iI1tima~e; alld tllat,OI} ttlis 3CCOtlnt, they are intitled 
to a it)rt of CO:lln1Ul1iry of ~oQ{ls, and nllitual p~1rticipltion 
()f C~\Cll Clther's c~~cellellcle3. A !leau n)a}~ \'er}~ \\tell boaft 
of the b~aut)7~ elegance and a8.ivity of the Ilal~ds, or the 
cornel}' proportioll al1d tlrel1gt!1 of tl1e litl1bs btlOllgillg to 
it: antI ,'\!t, t}lollgh they" are Olle bo~l\~, it wotlld be ridicu • 

.,. _....- 4 

lOllS to fuppof~, that the head or halltls ~re a1\va}'s in the 
dirt, \vhen tlley nlve the feet to carry tllenl tllrollgh it. 

Tllis metaphor of a b()(iy, however COlnnlOO, is one of 
tl1ejuilefi anti mon: fi~nificative imaginable, out of\\thich 
a \'ery 1~I)g allegor}, might be forolt:(l; but I fhall profe. 
cute it no fartller at tllis tilne, except to ackno\vledgef 

that it con\'ir'ces nle of on-e real olllifJion in Illy plan, viz. 
that \vhat hath beell jllfi 110\V hintell, I ougllt to have in
ferted as a t,birtcentb 11la.);;iln, and illufirated it at large.· 
It \vot:}(111ave been ear)~ to {hO\\', that tIle nlo<lerate are 
rem~lrkable for the moli perfeCt union and harmony, and 
for a firm and fledfafi adherence to each other,· in the pro. 
Jecutioll of their {leit~tls. NeitIler is there any infiance 
ill \Vllicll there is a ftronger contrafi or OPI)ofition between 
them, and the ortho~lox; as manifetlIy appeared from the 
con(luCt of both 11arties ill tIle General .AffeJllbly 1753. 
A friend of ours called the enemy, upon that occafion, a 
J1an-:d of con.,·ciclltious.foo/s: had he then r~ad the follow
ill~ 111aXttn3, \\?!lich pro\ye, t11at tIley 11ave as little C01l· ' 

Jcic?llrt: as 1visdvm, it is proh:lhle he would h:lVe bellowed 
ttll tl1e~11 tl1eir [r!lt ancll)roi;~r chara.t\:er. 

:,-. rrhis \.·as {IOlle ill the third e{li tiOl,.. 
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I ~ T ROD U C l' ION. 

--
THE reader will doubtlefs agree with me, that mode. 

ration is an excellent thing, and particularly the 
noblefl charatler of a church.man. It is ~ffo we111mo"'D, 
that as aU churches have ufuaUy in them a moderatet 

and a 'zealous, high-flying, wild party; fo our church 
hath at prefent a certain party, who glory in, and fight 
for moderation; and who (it is to be hoped jufUy) appro
priate to themfelves wholly the charaCter of moderate 
men: neither is it a fmall prefage of a glorious and bleffed 
fiate of the church, in its approaching periods, that fo'ma-

. l1y of our yOUQg men are fmitten with the love of mode
ration, and generally bum with defire to appear in that 
noble and divine cllaraCter. 

This hath infpired me with the ambition and expefla
tion of being helpful in tra.ining up as many as are defi
rous of it, in this moll: uf~fill of all fciences. For how. 
e\'er perfeCtly it is known, and however fteadily pr.!B:ifed 
by many who are adeptc:; and notwithftanding there are 
fome young men, of pregnant parts, who make a fudden 
a~d furprifing proficiency, without much affifiance; yet 
I nave often obferved, that there are feveral perfons, who 
err, in many infi~r~ces, from the right path, boggle at fun-
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~ry partit~lar flep!t of their leaders, and take a long tim, 
before ~hey a~ th~roughly confirmed i~ their princirle~ 
and p1'3aice. The fame perfons alfo. by an lJnflable 
condu~ or by an imprudent or unfeafonable difcoverJ 
of their defigns, ~aye brought a reproac~ upon tJleir par. 
ty, and been an obfirlJfiion to \\-hatever \\·ork they had 
then in hand. 

Thefe bad effe~s, I ~umbly conceive, flow chiefly, if 
noton]y, from the want of a complete fyftem of madera. 
lion, containing aU the principles of it. and giving a dif
tina yiew of their mutuaJ influ~nce one upon another, as 

. wen as proying their rea.fonablenef$, and fhowing, by ex
;amples, hQw they ought to be put in'pra~jce. 
· There is no work of this kind, to my knowIed~e, yet 
extant, which renders my prefent undertaking of it the 
more lauqible, and will, I hope, render it the ~ore a~
r;~ptable. 

I rona inform the reader, that after I was fun} con~ 
l1inc~ of the neceffity of fome fu~h piece as what fol. 
~ow~, ~ut ~ore I entered upo~ i~ my fe1 f, ~ earnefily 
intreated feweral of the moll erpinent men of the mode~ 
rate ~n~p ~inong us, thofe burning "and lhinin~ lights of 
our chur~h, whQ are, and are efieemed to be, Jur leaders, 
ihat fome of t~emwoul~ . ret about it; I~ )we\'er, they 
all devolve4 it upo~ me; and made t~is fatlsfying excufe 
for themfelve§, ~hClt they ~ere fo bufied in aCting mode
ratil)n, that they cpul4 nqt ~ave time to \\'rite UpOIl it. 
This foo~ ~ed me to thir~k, what would become of many 
~ob)~ defigns, and w~at advantage ,?p.r difcontenteq zea~ 
lots might take, if any ofthe expert fteerfmen of this eC7 
clefiafiical verrel of ours fhQuld retire from the he)m; 
~ut (0 l~~g' tiine as would be neceffary t9 bring a w()rk of 
(uch a n~ture, to the pe!'feCtion in·llrength, fymmetry, an4 
~legance. tha~ ~~e re~der \yilI perc~ive ~vep tpis of min~ 
JS arrived at. . , 
. I fhap now proceed to the principal part 9f the work, 
~fter I have info~med the reader of the plan of it; whic~ 
~s briefly this, tQ enumerate difiinCtIy and in their pro~ 
{ler !lrder and connexion, all the ieveral maxims upo~ 
l·vhich moderate men conduCl themfelves: anq foraf. 
t •. 1. '.. .... '.' .. .,.,. •••• " .. " •• ' , .f 
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inueh as the jufiice of many of them, being refined pie
ces of p:>licy, is not very evident at fidlfight. I fhall fub
join to each an illuuration and confirmation of it, from 
reafon or experience, or both. N. B. I filalJ makc~ but 
very little ufe of Scripture, becaufe that is contrary to 
fome of tIle maxims themfelves; as will be feeo in. tile 

4 fequel. 
-

1\·1 A X I M I. 

All cccie6afiicai perfons, of whatever rank, whether 
principals of colleges, profeffors of divinity, mininers; 
or even probationers, tiiat are fufpetted of herefy, arc 
to be efieemed men of great genius. vall learning, 
arid uncommon worth; and are, by all means; to be 
fupported and prote8ed. 

• 

ALL moderate men have.a kind of fellow-feeling with 
herefy, and as foon as they hear of anyone fufpeaed, or 
in danger of being profecllted fM it, zealoufiy and unani. 
mouDy- tife up in his defence. This faa is unquefii
onable. ,I never knew a moderate man in my life, that 
did not love and honor a heretic, or that had not an im
placable hatred at the peifons and charaCters of herefy
~unters; a name \vith whi~h we have thought proper to 
fiigmatiie thefe. fons of Belial, who begin and carry 
on profecutions againll men for herefy in church .. 
courts. . 

It is reiated "of the apollie Johri, a.nd au ugly fiory it: 
is, that upon. going into a public bath, and obferving 
t"he heretic Cerinthus there before him, he retired with 
the utmofl: precipitation, lell: the edifice fhould fall; and 
crufh him, when in company witl1 fuch an enemy of 
the truth. If the fiory be true, the apoiUe's condua 
'va" ridiclllous arid. \\9:Id; but Dr. l\liddltton has fuown 
that the nory is not true; and indeed, the known bt
nevolence and charity of John'S writings make it highly 
probable. However, not to enter into that controverfy, 
whether it be true or not, the conduCt of all moderate 
men is direCtly oppofile. 
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As to the jufiice 'this maxim, many folid rearonl 
may be given for it. ,·Compaffion itfe1f, which. is one 
of the finen and moll: belte~:-olent feeling~ of the human 
heart, mover: theln to the relief of their diJlre[ed bro
ther. Another very plain reafon may be given for it : 
moderate ruen are, by their very name and confiitution, 
the reverfe, in all refpeCls, of bigotted zealats. Now, 
it is \vell known, that many of this laft fort, both cler
gy and common people,. when they hear of a man fuf. 
petted of herefy, conceive an averfion at him, even be4 
fore they know any thing of the cafe; nor after he is ac
quitted (as they are aU of them commonly in our 
church-courts) can ·they ever come to enter~ain a favor. 
able opinion of him. The reverfe of this then iS1 to be 
as early and as vigorous in his defence, as they are in b is 
profecution, and as implicit in ou~ belief of his orthodoxy, 
as tlley are in !heir belief of his error. 

I remember, when I was difcourfing once to this pur
pofe, a certain raw unexperienced perfon faid., he had 
alwa}~s thought, tllat not moderation, but luke\\7armnefs 
and inclifference to trotll, was the reverfe of exceffive 
zeal; ·and tllat moderation was fituared in the midclle 
bet\vixt the two .. To \vllom I anfwcrc{l, Young man 
you do not refleCt, that no \, fierce man can be refifled but 
by one as fierce, nOlO overcome but by one fiercer than 
himfelf; if, therefore, nd body would oppofe the zealots, 
but fllch calm midfmeri as you mention, in every fuch 
infiance the balance of power muft lean to their ilje, and 
the poor heretic muft fall a facrifice, t(> the no fmall de
triment of t!1e caufe of moderation; \vhich by the bye, 
is commonly fUI)ported b}· tIle heretics in their fiations, 
and therefore tlley deferve a grateful return. 

TI1is brings to my mitle1 anotller reafcn for the maxim, 
viz. That Ileretics being [0 nearly -related to tIle mode
rate men, havt" a right to claim their proteCtion out of 
r.·iendfbip and perfonal regard. This ferves a very no .. 
ble end; for it vindicates the ChriHian religion from the 
objection of fome infidels, who affirm that it does not 
recommend private fricndfhip; no,v n'lode'rate men Il.a
vini all a very ~reat re~ard to private friendfhip, and . 
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perfonal conney;ons, do, by their prat\ice, wh~~h is the 
moll falit! way, confute this flander. 

I may add to thefe 3-:lother argumen .. fl)r the great cha
ratter of heretics, as :~!~ ... ted in the maxim, which J 
picked up from the preaching of a receding mininer. 
He told his hearers, that ,,'he~ the devil looks out for an 
inftrument to proplgate ~!T01', he never makes choice 
of a weak filly man, but one abi~ and learned; a! well 
knowing, I fuppofe, that though God can fupport his caure 
by any inftrument whatever, yet he needs always the heft 
:nd moR fufficient he can get. Now, though I hope no 
man wi1l reckon me of this fanatic's principles, fo far as 
t!' think the devil the foure: of error j yet the citation 
ferves my purpofe, as it fhews that he himfelf was con
vinced of the ability and learning of heretics; and all tl~e 
world knows, that the tefiimony of an enemy is the ftrong
eft of 'all evidences upon a man's fide. 

I thall conclude this maxim with obferving, that ruch 
tendernefs for heretics, however due from fome, is yet, 
in many of the moderate charaCter, an infiance of the 
moft heroic and generous friendfhip. It is quite difinter
etled, as they themfel\7es run not the fmalleft hazard of 
ever being in the like circumflances. Heretics are com
monly an honeft fort of people, but \vith all their book 
learning, of no great flock of prudence or policy. They 
publHh and affert whatever they believe upon all points, 
without confidering the reception it is like to meet \\titll, 
from thofe of oppofite principles. They affi-ont the pub
lic to its face, wlfich Lord Shaftfbury teUs us ought not to 
be done. On the other hand, men-thorough-plced in 
~oderation, (lifcov-er their principles only at fuch times, 
and to fuch perfoos, as are able to bear them. By this 
means- they preferve themtelves from llerefy; and indeed 
they cannot poffibly fall into it, unlefs by mifiake; in 
which caf~, as foon as they are challenged, (if it is like to 
?e attended with any temporal inconveniency) they deny 
~t, explain it away, or repen.t, and all~ pardon. 

In all this they follow the noble example of l\'Yr.--
,who, in the affembly debates, upon Profeffor Simfon's 

affair, happcn:ng to fly fomething that was challenged 
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by one prefent as herefy,: immediately replied, "J\i~e. 
" rator, if that be herel)r, I renounce it.'; 

M A X I M D. 

'When any man is charged with iOC?fe praaices, or ten. 
dencies to immorality, he is to be fcreened and pro.. 
teaetl as much as poffible jefpecia:Uy .if the faults laid 
to his charge be, as they are incomparably well termed 
in a fermon, pre(\ched by a hopeful youth that made 
fome noife lately, "good humored' vices." 

. . 
THE reafon upon wbicn thi's maxim IS founded", may be 

taken from the reafons of the forll1er, "mutatis mutan· 
" dis ;" there heing fcarcely any of them that does not 
hold equaily In both cafes. A libertine is a kind ~f prac
tical heretic, and is to be treated as fuch. Dr. Tili()tfon 
obferves, ill Olle of Jlis fermons, that the werft, of all here. 
nes is a bad life; now, if inllead of worn, which i~i an 
uncomely expreffion, you would read greateft, ~n that par.. 
rage, thep a libertine is the greaten of all heretic~, and to 
be honored in proportion. Even the apofile Paul (who 
is very feldom of any ufe to us in our reafonings} fe,:ms 
to fuppofe, that they are men of moO: knowiedge, who are 
moil free and bold in their praCtice; and th~t th~y are on .. 
ly weak brethren, who are filled with fcruples. The weak 
man is reftrained and confirmed by his narrow confd
~nce; but the {lrong man believeth that he may EAT,and, 
bv parity ofreafon, DRINE: all things • 

.. In OJder to underfiand . th~ natu~e of " good'-humoloed 
., vices," t!le rea.der nlay pleafe to take notice, t~at it is an 
obfervation of Lord Shaftfuuty, that " the beft time for 
" thinking upon religious fubjects, IS when a man is m,~r-

· u ry, and in good humor :" and fo far is this obfervation 
drawn from nature, that it is the time commonly chof~n 
for that purpofu, by many who neVfr heard of his lordlh:P1 
(jr his writings. 'Vhatever, therefore, ferves to promote 
meg-iment, and heighten good humor, mun fo far ferve tor 
the difcovery of religious truth. But as there are mant 
ways of making a perfon merry, which narrow.mi~~d 
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piopte win call vice; from thence, in compli&nce with 
common language, arir~s the new compound U good. 
"humored vices." It is not, however, fo to be under. 
Rood, as if either the inventor of it, or thofe who !ove and 
patronize him, mean any thing by it but what is, "in 
" their apprehenfion," both innocent and laudable. 

L~t it alfo be obferved, that as gravity is almvP.- 3 necer. 
fary confequence 'of folitude, u good-humored vices" are 
certainly ~, focial pleafures," and fucn as flow from, and 
fhow benevolence; and this is an affeCtion for which our 
whole fraternity have the higheft regard, infomuch that 
JlO furer mark can be taken of a nlan's being ONE OF us, 
than the frequent retum~ of this expreflion in his difcour
fe~ or writings. 

It will ferve further for the fupport of this maxim, that 
accor<Jing to modem difcoveries, there is a great ~nalogy 
between the " moral yirtlles," or, if you wiil, the " rei. 
"ence of morals," and the " fine arts :" and it is on ac· 
count of this analogy, that mon of the prefent reigning 
exprefljons upon the fubjeCt of morals, are borrowed froil1 
the ;Lrts, as "beauty, order, proportion, harmony, de. 
" cency ,': &c~ It is alfo efiablifhed IQng fince, and well 
~nown as a principle in the fine arts, that a certain free. 
dom and boldnefs of mallner is what chiefly conftitutes 

'. • .# 

grace and beauty ~ 'Vhy then fhould not approbation be 
founde4 upon the fame grounds in both cafes 1 Why 
1hould not a bold pratl:ice be as beautiful in real, as a bold 
hand is in imitated life? efpeciaUy as aU great geniufes 
have aCtually laid claim to this as their peculiar privilege. . 
not to be confined to common forms; and that in oppofi~ 
tion to the bulk of mankind, who through want of tafte, 
are not able to reIifh th~ fi~efi performances in any of tho 
kinds., · 

I mun not; however, omit taking notice, to prevent 
millakes, of one exception that mull: be made from this 
maxim ; that is that when the perfon to whofe charge any 
faults are laid, is reputed orthodox in his principles, in 
the common acceptation of that word, or comes in by 
orthodox influence, in that cafe they are aU to be taken 
~r ~anted as true, and the evil of them ret forth in thQ 
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),yelieft c\>lout'S. In coricquence ofdlis, he is to be pro. 
f~C1)ted aoo torn to ~~S c-n accoullt of there crimes
But if it fo bap~n, that he W\not be convi£led upon a 
trial, then it is beli to olike ofe of things as they really 
are; that is, to exprefs fufpicions, til give ingenious ilDd 
dubious hints., and, if pofIible, ru;n him without ~ny tri. 
al at aiL There was a noble example of this given a few 
years ago. in the cafe of a kulement in the bounds or 
a prefbytery, ftry many of whom are eo.inent in tnGtie. 
otion: In that caf~ there \\ttere fcveral faults laid to the 
charge of the candidate; and y~t, though he: himfeJf very 
much intiRed upon an inquiry int~ their truth, and a judg. 
ment upon their relevancy, the prdbytery \Vifely rerufcd 
to do either the one or the t>thet, but lefl th~m to have 
their own naturalll-eight in time, mmour, and tonvu .. 
f~lion. 

The necef6ty of this exception is very evident: for, in 
the fuppafed cafe, all the reafons for protellion to the 
}'ouog Olan fail; to fatisfy binlfelf of Wllich: let the reader 
'View thete reafons., as they are Ui!\CXed to the fira mu. 
ian, and faye my book frOlll the defQrmity of repetition. 

~I ... -\ X 1],1 III. 

It is a neceffary part of the -charaS:er of a moderate man, 
never to fpeak of dlC Confdlioll of Faith but with a 
fneer; to give fly hints, that he does not thoroughly be. 
lieve it; and to make the word OrthodOAY a term of 
cantero pt aIld reproach. 

Tlle Confeffion of Faith, which we are now all laid un
der a dilagreeable necdlity to fubfcribe, was framed in 
times of hot religious zeal; and therefore it em hard~ 
ly be fuppofed to cOiltain any thing agreeable to our feDti. 
menta in there cool and refrelhing days of mode rat i ou. 
So true is this, tn-t I do not remember to have heard any 
nwQerate man fpeak well cf it, or recom!nend it, in a 
fer~, or private difcourfe, in lny time. And, indeed, 
not!tinl c'" be more ridiculous, than to. make a. fixed 
fiandan! iPr opinions, which change jun as the fafniclls 0( 
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dothes anJ llrefs. No complete fyftem can be rettJed for 
aU ages, except thp. nlaxims I am now compiling and il. 
lu:tr~l:ing, and their grt!at perfetlion iies in their being am. 
bulatory, to that they may be applied differently, with 
th~ challgc of times . 
• Upon this head iOniC may be ready to obj.ea, That if 

the ConfdIion of Faith be built upon the facred Scriptures, 
then, ch3nge \\-hat \vi)), it cannot, as the foundation 
upon which it reOs, remains always finn and the fame. 
In aof\\"er to tllis, I beg ieave to make a \-ery new, and 
therefore 1lriking comparifon : \\~hen a lady looks at a 
mirror, file fees l)erj~lr in a certain attitude and drefs, 
but in her native beauty and colour; fhould her eye, on 
a ludden, be tinaured with the jaundice, file fees herfelf 
all yellow and fpotted; yet the mirror remains the fame 
faithful mirror nil), and the alteration arifes not from it; 
but irom the objeCl that looks at it. I beg leave to make 
another comparifon: 'Vhen an old philofopher looked at 
the evening.flar, he: beheld nothing but a 1ittl~ twinkling 
orb, round and regular like the refl:; but when a modem 
views it with a telefcope, he L'\lks of phafes, and horns, 
alld mOul1taillS, and \\·hat not; now this ~rifes not from 
any alteration in the fiar, but from his fuperior affiftance 
in looking at it. The application of both thefe fimilitudes 
I lea\"e to the reacler. 

But befides the1e general reafons, there is one very 
firong plrticular reafon why moderate men cannot love 
tb.e·(iQnfeffion of Faith; moderation evidently implies a 
large {hare of charity, and confequently a good and fa .. 
vorable opinioll of thofe that differ from our church; 
hut a rigid adherence to the Confeffioti of F~aith, and high 
dieem of it, nearly borders upon, or gives great fufpici
en of hulb ol>inions of thofe that differ from us: and 
does fiot exper~ence rife up and ratify this obfervation? 
\~·ho are the narrow.minded, bigotted, unchatitable per. 
fOilS among us? 'Vho are the fevere cenfurers of thofe 
thlt differ in judgment? \Vho are t~e damners of the ador • 
.t~)!e II~~\then3, Socrates, Plato, Marcus Antonius, &c. ? 
In fine, who are the pfrfecutcTs of the inimitable here
'.ics among ourfehes? 'Vho but the ad,nirers of this an. 

\.,\).. JI~. E c 



-~iquated compofition, who pin their faith to other men·s 
:Oee\1eS, and will not endure one jot lefs or different be. 
lief from \Y)lat their father3 had before them! It is there. 
fore plain, tllat the moderate man, who clefires to inclofe 
~!11 intelligeJlt beings in one betlevolent enlbrace, mull 
have an utler abhorrence at that vile hel1ge of uifiinCti1ln, 
the Confeffion of Faith. 

I fllal} briefl)" melltion a trifling objeCtion to this part 
of Qur charaaer.-That by our fllbfcription \ve facrifice 
fincerity, the qlleen of virtues, to private gain and ad. 
vantage. To whic)l I anf\\1Per, ill tIle firfi place, 'l'hat the 
o!~etl:ion proves too -much, and therefore mull be falfe, 
~tld can prove llothing : for, allo\\ting the jufiice of the 
ol:~eaion, it would follow, that a ftll number, perhaps a 
majority t of the clergy of the church of England are viI. 
lains; their pri11ted fermons being, nlany of them, dia
)n'~trically OPllOiite to the articles \vhicll they fubfcribe. 
Ne)\v, as tllis fU}'lpofitiotl can never be adnlittecl by any 
clllritable man, the objection from whence it flows, as a 
~}e:e{fary confequence, mull fall to the groilnd .. 

. But furtller, \vhat is there more illlillcere in our rub
fcr:ptions, thall in thore expreffiolls of co,nrJliment an(1 
civility, \vhich all ackno\vleuge Ja\\'ful, altllougl1 they rare
ly exprefs the meaning of -the heart! The defign is fum. 
dentl}' underfiood in both cafes; and our fubfcriptioos 
Ilave this advantage above forms of complimeut, in point 
of I:.onefiy, that \ve are at a great cleal of paills 1.1fually 
to 11~rfuade tIle \vorld that \ve (io not llelieve what \ve fign; 
'Vllt reas tIle com plaifant gentleillan is \'ery fcl{lom at any 
l>airls ab~tlt tIle nlatter. 

\)~rllat is faid rnig:ht fllffice in fo clear a cafe; but lain 
11ere able to give a l)roof of tIle improvelnent of tIle age, 
by c,)mmunicating to the reader a new way of fubfcribing 
the Confellion of Faith. in a perfett confiftency with jin
cerit:" iftllat l)e tll()llgllt of arl)' cOllrequence : .it is taken 
ff·om the llletlloCl of atte Ili 11r~ fOllle (1f Oll r gentlemen elder5 
t()tllt~general ailernl)))r. ~lany irlfilt, tllat tIley Ougllt to 
be attdled, and do aHen them, as qualified in all re
rr)ecl~;, if tIle atteflors are w!lo11y ignorallt at'.out the mat· 
ter; l)eCallfe, ill tllJt cafe, tll~r~ is n~ evidell' .. e to the con-
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traTV, and tlle prefumption ought to lie on the favor.lbte 
rKJc~ Now, as e\'ery neW difcovery fhoultl be applied to 
311 the purpof~s for which it may be ufefuJ, let this methed 
be adopted by the intrants into the minilli}"" and appli
ed to their fubfcriptioli of the Confeffion of Faith. Ko
tbing is more eary than for them to keep themfelves whole 
lv ignorant of what it contains; and then they t:l:ly, with 
i. good confcience, fubfcribe it as tru~, becauf:: it ought 
to be fo. 

1'1 A X I M IV. 

A good preacher mull not only have aU the above and 
fubft:quent principles of nuxleration in him, as the 
fouree: of every thillg that is gooo; but muft, over and 
abo\·e~ ha\:e tIle follo\ving f'pecial marks antI figns of a 
talent for preaching. I. His fubjetls mull be con. 
filled to focial duties •• 2.. He mull recommend them 
only from rational confiderations, viz. the beauty and 
conlely proportions of \Firtue, and its advantages ill 

the prefent lite" without any regard to a future flate of 
more extended felf:intereft. 3. His autllorities mutl 
be drawn froln heathen "triters, n01l~, or as few as pof. 
fible, from Scripture. 4. He lnuil be very unaccept
al)le to the Ct)nlffiOn people. 
rl'I-Il~SE fOllr marks of a good preacller, or rules for 

preaching wen (fOf they fe:fve equllly fOf both purpofes) 
I fhall encleavor <.lifiinclly to illuitrate and confirnl, that 
this important branch of my fubjea may be fially under
ftood. 

As to the firfi of there rules, That a preacher's fuhjefu 
mull be confined to " focial duties," it is quite neceffary 
ill a tnoclerate man, becallie his moderation teaches him 
to avoid all the high flig~lts of evangelic enthufiafnl, and 
the myftcries of grace, which the common people are fo 
fond ot: It may be obferved, nay, it is obferved, that all 
of our fiamp, avoid the word grace as much as poffible, 
111(1 llave agree(} to fllbflitute tile " moral virtues" in the 
rooln of tile ,. graces of tIle i'llirit,') \Vllich is the orthodox 
expreffion. And indeed it is not in this only, but in all 
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other cafes, that we endeavor to improve the phrafeology, 
and fhow, that helides fentiment, even in language itfelf, 
we are far fuperior to, and \\fifer tllan our fathers lltfore 
us. I could fhow this by a great many examples, but 
~hat it \vould he too tt:(lious; and therefore only &\<ld, to 
lhe one r.lentioned above~ that where an ancient ortllodox 
man, or even an oi(l fafhioned m()(lem, tllat thinks reli. 
gio:l can never be amencled, either in nlatter or I'!)anner, 
woulJ have faid " a great degree of fanaiflc:ltion J" a man 
of moderation and politenefs will fay, U a high pitch of 
~-, virtue." No \\9, as this is the cafe, it is plain a mode
rc.'te preacher nluft confine his fubje8s to focial duties 
ch:eBy, and not infift on fuch paffages of Scripture as will 
J>y the very repetitioll of them, contamillate his flyle, 
and may perhaps ~iffufe a rank fmell of orthodoxy through 
the w hole of his difcourfe. 

Aftl'r all, I cannot refufe, that it is Rill a more excel. 
lent .way, for thofe who bave talents equal to the under. 
taking, to feize an orthodox. text, explain it quite a~'"3y 
from its ordinary fenfe, a~(l ~onflrail1 it to freak the main 
1larts of our own fchenle. rrh~s a noble champion "of 
~urs chore once for his fllbie~, R 001. viii~ 2. "For the 
" law oftbe Spirii of life;in Chrin JefDs, ha~h made me 
" fre-: from the I~w of fin and, death:" which he explain. 
~ in t11is manner; "the la\v of th~ Spirit of life," that 
is, the moral fenfe-; U in Chrift Jefus-," which is the 
fum of the Chrifiian reljgion, ac. 1"'he advantage of 
this way is, that it is tearIng the \Veapons out of the hands 
~f the orthodox, and turning them againa themfdves. 
And it may perhaps, in time, ha\-e the eu::t1 to make our 
hearers affix our fl!ofe to their beloved Scriptures; or at 
iean, which is the next thing, pre\'ent them frool being 
able to find all}' other ....... llo\vev~r, I mllfl ackno\\~ltllge, 
that this way of doing is not for every man's manage. 
inent; and th~refore I continue my advice to the gene· 
rality, fiill ~o adhere to the ru1e a~ firft delivered. 

l~he fecond -rule will be eafily ~onfirmed. rrhat duties 
are to be reconlmended only from "rational ~onfidefa . 
.: .. ttons." '\That can be imagined more foolifll than to 
contradict tllis? If tllere be an" tllilltT ill a it:rlnOll dif· 
\. • tI ~ • 
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(erent from rational confiderations, it mull be irrational, 
that is to fay, ahfurd. It is in this part of our fcheme 
that we· mOlJerate men obtaill a glorious triump)l over 
our adverfaries and defpift:IS. 'Vho but muft fmile, when 
they bear the contemptible, "ulgar, ignorant, hot.headed 
country elders, or finy women, led capth'e by them at 
their \~il1, iaying, they do not love this rational way of 
going to heaven! 

But to explain this met)lod a little fllrther, the rational 
way of l>reaching is fometimes ret in oppofition to the 
pathetic way of railing the paffions. This 1aft is what we 
greatly difapprove of; there is fomething immoderate in 
the very idea of railing the paffions; and therefore it is 
contrary to our charaaer: nor \vas it ever known that a 
~ruly moderate man raifed or moved any affeCtion in his 
bearers, unlefs perhaps the affeCtion of anger againfi him
felf_ '\.T e leave that to your vehement ~awlers, or your 
whining lamenters, that are continually telling, "they 
" will fpend and be fpent" for the falvation of their hear
ers, which Lord Shafdbury elegantly derides, by calling 
it " the heroic paffion of faving fouls." And let any un
prejudiced perron judge, whether there is not fomething 
l'aftly great, fomething like an heroic fortitude in that 
man, that can talk of future judgment, hea\"en and 11eiJ, 
with as mllch coolnefs and indifference as if it were a 
commOll matter. To fay the truth, indeecl. \\·e do not 
otten meddle \\:ith there a'farming themes. IIowever, as 
lobferved upon the lira mark of a good preacher, that 
it is glorious to rob the orthodox of a text, and make it 
bend to our plan; fo it is alfo an uncommon excelJenc~ 
to tre~t there fubjcas with calmne{s, anli to prove that we 
ought to do 1'0. Thus a great proficient in our way, lately 
pre~ching upon ACts xxiv. 25- where Paul made Felix: 
to tremble by his difcourfe, proved from it, that minifters 
ought not to raife the paffions of their hearers. An igno .. 
rant oblerver would have thought that the paffion of ter
ror was raifed in Felix to a great degree, and that he was 
litt]e better than a Cambuflang conviCt. But mark the 
~ucky exprefiion our hero got hold of: "As he reafoned 
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" of righteoufnefs," &c. as he reafonc;d, that i::, argued, 
an<l l)roved by rational confideratio11s. 

rrhis example gives me a fine opportunity of making 
a kind of contrail, and fbe\ving from faCt, the difference 
between an orthodox and a moderate preacher. 1 myfelf 
heard one of the firfi l~ind, upon the text jutl now lnen. 
rioTled; and his firft obfervation was, 1'hat the apoille 
Pdul WJS a faithful" rerrover;" fpeaking home to Felix, 
:I. Of" ri:::neoufnefs ;" to convince him of any iniquity 
he had been guilty of in his government. 2. Of " tempe
" rallce ;:" \Vl1lcll he [ai(l fhould be tral1flated "conti. 
" nence," alld was probably illtende(l as a reproof to him 
811U Drufilla, Wll0 we,re living in adultery. His next, and 
maill obfervation ,,'as, l'hat Felix was " con\tiCte(I," but 
C,' fiifled" his conviCtions, and delayecl llis repentance, 
fayillg, " Go thy way for this time; when I have a con. 
" venient fealon, I will call for thee." rrhen follo\ved a 
great deal of {luff, which I do llot incline to tranfcribe; 
but it was jufl what the vtllgar call experilnental preach. 
ing, i fuppofe to dil1illgl~!nl it from ratiorlal. 

But how COlltrary to ttlis diel our moderate frien(l? He 
firft obferved, that St. Paul was a "moral,') or a "legal 
" preacher ;" difcourfing of '~righteoufnefs'~ antl" tern. 
"perance,:' without a word of " faith :" and then, that 
lle ~pas a " reafoning preach·er," tllat cli(l not ftrive t(l raife 
people's paffions, but informed their judgment~I was 
mcleed a little difappointecl UrOl1 coni'ulting tIle original, 
to find that the word ufed, which is dialegomellou, fignifies 
OIlly " contilluing his dilcourie," an(l 10 migl1t be either 
in· the " reaioning" or " pathetic" way; but I was fatis. 
fiedby reflet.ling, ~hat the \1vF or(1 eviclerltly includes both; 
and fo " realoning" being the ben, it is to be fllppofed the 
a})o{l1e preferred it. 

Agre.~ably to this rule, Lord Shafdbory, and after him 
a brigbt Iumillary in our O\Vll cllurch, gives an advice to 
alll110clerate clergymell, not to affeCt tllat iclle title of 
" ambaffadors," or H plenipot~ntiaries from heaven," fo 
fondly claimed by zealots; and I take the liberty to fup
pore, tllat tIle reaioll of tl1e ?,clvlce \vas tl1e fame in l10th., 
viz. H That under this character zealots put on an air of 



" authority, and deliver their rneffage with 3. pathos, to 
" which tIley \you}(l other\\1ife have been firangers." Ilis 
lordfhip indeed explodes the conceit fufficiently; he afks, 
" Gentlemen, \vhere is YOllr commiffion ? 110W has it been 
" conveyed? where are the letters patent? where the 
lL credentials ?" with many more queftions, eafier for his 
lordfl1ip t8 afk, than for SOME PERSONS to anfwer. 

The third rule, viz. recommending" virtue," from 
the authority and examples of the Heathens, is not only 
highly proper, becaufe they were very virtuous, but hath 
this maniteft advantage attending it, that it is a proper 
way of reafoning to two quite oppofite kinds of perlons. 
One is, ruch as are real Chrifiians, who \viIl be afilamed 
by the fuperior excellence of mere Heathens, as they call 
them, ancl whom they fo much defpife. The other is, our 
prefent living heathens, who pay no regard to the Chrif
tian religion at all; and therefore will only be moved by 
the authority of the perfons they efieem. It is well known, 

. there are multitudes in our ifland, \vho reckon Socrates 
and Plato to have been much greater men than any of the 
apoftIes, although, as the moderate preacher I Inentioned 
lately told his hearers) the apofile Paul had an univerfity. 
education, and was infiruCted in. logic b}' profeffor Gama .. 
liel. Therefore let religion be confiantly and uniformly 
calle<l "virtue,'" and let the Ileathen philofopllers be let 
up as the great patterns and promoters of it. Upon this 
head, I mull particularly recommend M. Antoninus by 
llalne, becaufe an elninent perron of the moclerate charac
ter fays, his meflitations is tIle BEST book tllat ever \\·as 
written for forming the heart. 

But perhaps the Iafi part of this third rule will be 
thought to need nlofl illllfiratioll anc:l defence, \J·iz. Tilat 
none at all, " or very little ufe is to be made of Scripture.n 

And really, to deal plainly, the great reafon of this is, that 
very few of the Scripture motives and arguments are of 
\,ht moderate fiamp; the mofi: part of them are drawn 
from orthodo~ principles: for example, the apofile Paul 
Clnnot even fay, " IIu!bands, love your wives," but his 
arg111nel1t a11d example COllles irl tllefe \vords, ,. as Chrilt 
" aifo l,ov~d the church." 1'he apoHIe John aUo fpeaks 
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in a very myfierious way, of union with Chrift, and abi. 
ding in him, in order to bring forth fruit, which is his way 
offpeak:ng for 3. virtuous lite. Now, let any indifterent 
perlon judge, how this kind of expreffion, and others of a 
like nature, {uch as mortifying the deeds of the boeIy 
through the Spirit, woulJ a~ree with the other parts of our 
difcourft's: the, would be like oppofite kinds of fluids 
which will not compound; they would be quite heteiOge. 
neous, which is againft all the rules of fine writing, and 
hinders it from being an uniform, beautiful, and cQIIlely 
\\'Ilole. Horace, in Ilis Art of Poetry, gives this as his 
very firn obfervation, 

" Hum.~no capiti cervicem piClor equinam 
" Jungere Ii velit"-------

'V'h;ch my ,lea:ned reader Ca}lnot fail both to remember 
tlltl ull:!erItalld, and \vhich I defire him to app)}' to this 
1ubjcd we art! no\v upon. If it be raid. that fermollS are 
Ilot poenls, a11u therefore not to be compored by tile rules 
of poetry: I anf\verJ it is a mifiake; many of our fer
lnons, efpecially thofe compored by the younger fort 
among us, are poems» at lean: they are full of poetical 
flights, \Vllicll conles much to the fame thing: not to 
mention that the rule agrees equally to profe and poetry. 
Ho\\' oftetl 11ave I heard parts of l\:lr. l~dliifoll'S Cata, 
\T OUllg'S ~ ight- rrl1oughts, and divers other poenls, in f~r. 
fl10!13? a11(1, to Jay tIle trutll, tI1ey \vere none of tIle \\9crft 
pa!"ts cf tllenl. IIo\ve\1er, I \voulJ offer my advice, as tllat 
ofa perron of [onl~ experience, to all }'oung preachers, 
not to do Vr. Yeung the honor of borrowin~ any thing 
ffOlll IJinl again, t)ecClufc 11e is a flla.-lillg, fullen, gloon1)'t 
fllc!allcI10!Y rnortal, cites a great deal of fcripture ; allc.l par
~~cil!arl}'., bcca:lie he has gi'lell a vile fneer at tIle prattic.c 
l am jut! now recommending, in the following two lints 
(.~" ,,,: ,'" r T -1: f9" '-1':11 r) ~ ffion 
.J ! ,~, -.) '-'.. 4. ~ .. , ,. ..L _ ,.. • 

V\~hen doCtors Saipture for the cbffics quit, 
Polite &pcfiates from God's grace to wit. 

I have only another advice to give upon this heau, and 
th\tt i!» Th~!': ';':heu cur yc~ng preachers think proper to 



i:-;;m>W from modem printtd poems, they would be pJtaf. 
ed to tranrpofe them a little, fo to fpeak, that they may 
not be to'> eafily difcerned by young gentlemen who ~I(t 
t;i! ma~zines. However, I am in great hopes "'e fhall 
fhortly ~ quite above the neceflity of borrowi~g from :\!ly 

body, in order to make our fermons llOetty: there are 
fome perfons of genius among os, that can make \~ry 
,,000 poetf}~ of their own; of which f could produce fome 
~ceTitinftances; but I do not th:nk it a.t prefeci expt4 

~enL . ' 
The fourth and Ian rule for a pre:.tthet, is, that he muft 

be " very unacceptlble to the people. tt The Specbnor; 
I remember, fome \l.,hete fay~, that mon o~ the critics iii 
Great.Britain feem to aa as if the lirft rille Qf d~tnatici 
'\'ritin~ were U not to pleafe." Nowt what they mak~ 
the firft rule of writing plays, I make the lall rule for com.;. 
pofmg fermons; not as bdng th~ lelfi, hut the moll im
portant. It is indetd t~e grand criterion, the nloftindi{:. 
penfable rule of ~ll- fhough one fhould pretend to ad4 
here to all the former rules, and be \\!anting in this alone. 
he would be no more than " a founding brafs, or a tink.;. 
., ling cymbal;" pardon the ex pre ffio n , the importance 
of the matter requireth it. "I fhall put a cafe: fuppofe & 
mail fhould have the approbation of the very beft judges .. 
viz. 1;hofe whofe ta!le we ourft:1ves allow to be go~, it 
at the fame time he happens to be acceptable to the com
mort people, it is a fign that he mun have fome fubtile re-; 
fined fault, which has efC'3 ped the ob~~rvltion of the good 
JHelges aforefaitl; for -there is no man e\'en of our owri 
fi-aternity, fo perfc!Ct and lln iform in jOUgillg right, as the 
common people are in j!ldg!n~ wfnng. 

I hope there is little need of affi~!ling rcarons for this 
grelt ch~rlaerifiic or the ~rt of preaching; I fuppofe it 
~'m be allowed to be, if not altogether, at lean ne~t to 
felt:evident: all the f~\"cad reafons that have been ghpen 
f~r the particular maxims of moderation, concur in eftab
tithing this; for the people are all decl:\red enemies of 
moderation, in its principles and pr~aice; and there
fore if moderaticn b::: rihhr, th::!y mun be wrong. There 
is a known flnTy of., llelthen orator, who, when the com .. 

\" OLe III. I;' f 
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moo people ga\-e 3 lhout of applaufe9 during his pJ'G. 
nouncing an ontion, inamediatdy turned about to a friend, 
and afked him, what mifiake he had coolmittro. Now 
if an audience.,f vulgar He3:bens ,,~as allowed to be fo 
in&llibly wrong in their judgment, the fam~ thing rouft 
hold, ~, a fortiori," in an dudience of vulgar Chriftians. 

From this it evidently follo\~s, that a popular preach. 
er ctienriaUy fignities a bad pRachcr; and it is always 
10 underftood by u .. \ whenever we ufe the ex preflion .. 
If we but hear it reponed cf anyone, that he is very 
popular among the lower fort, we ve tinder no diEeuJ. 
ty of giving his charaaer, without having heard hilll 
preach ourfdves. In this cafe, fame is a certain guide 
to lruth, by bein~ in\·erted; for we detefl and defpife 
him, precifely in the fam~ proportion that the people ad
mire hinl. ()n the other hand, the truly moderate man 
is nol only abov~ the applaufe of the mu)titm)e, but be 
glories in their hatred, and rejoices in himfdt~ in pro. 
portion as he has been fo happy as to pro\Pcke and dif. 
oblige them. Of this I could give feveral notable ex
amples, were it not that it mull certainly oJFend their 
m ode fiy , not only to praife them in prlnt, but even to 
pub!ifh their higheft \~irtues. . 

Bet now, upon the whole, as a great critic obferves, 
t~.at there is fometimes more beauty {bown in a compofi
lion, by receding from the rules !)f art, when an impor
tant point is t? be gained, than by ftriaty adhering to 
them; to, all thefe rules notwithfianding, it fhan be ai
lowable for al1Y moderate man, UPOll an extraordinary 
emergency, to break thenl tor a good end: as for il}' 

nance, h~ may fpeak even in \\1hitefield's fiyle, when 
his fettlement has the misfortune to depend upon the peo
pIe; which I ha,-e kilOWIl done with g\..'Od fuccers. ,Ve 
are &lro well fatisfie<I, that AIr. T r of NOiwich, and 
ruch like lirR-rate writers, fhouJd make PQ;}!pnus collec
tions cf Scripture. texts, as their truly laudable intention 
is, by altering Chriftianity, to reconcile it to modera~ion 
and common I~nfe; and to find out a meaning to words, 
which the wrIters of !hem, as Jiving in the infancy of the 
dlurch, bad not difcernmellt enough to intend. 
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To conclude this maxim, it would be too formal for 
me, and too tedious to the reader, to enumerate all the 
objeClions that are, by fome, raifed againft our way of 
preaching: I {hall therefore mention but one, and thow 
it is fa:fe; hoping that the reader wiD fuppofc there is 
no more foundatibn for any of the reft. It is alledged, 
there is no method in our diicourfes, but that they con. 
fift in random flights. and ~neral declamations. No
thing more untrue. The polite reader, or hearer, knows 
that there may be an excellent and regular method, where 
there are no formal diRinaions of firaly, fecondly, and 
thirdly; but, to cut off all cccafion of cavil, let the world 
hereby know, that one of our moli: famed preachers chofe 
once fer his text, John xi. 29. and of that verfc the 
following words, " He flinketh." He obferved.. we had 
there (or thereabouts) a defcription of the threefold flate 
of a bad man: fira, he fickened; fecondly he died ; 
thirdly t he fiallk. This I take to have been an accuracy 
in point of method, to which it will not be eafr to find • 
parallel. . 

M A X I M V. 

A mininer mufi endeavor to acquire as great a deglee 
of politenefs: i~ his carriage ancl behavior, and to 
catch as much of the air anc1 manner of " fine ~ntICl.' 
man, as poffibly he can~ -

THIS is ufuaUy a difihlguifhing mark between the mo. 
derate and the orthodox i and how much we have the ad. 
vantage in it is extremely obvious. Good manners il 
undoubtedly the moll excellent of all accompli1hments, 
and in fOttle me~fure fupplies the place of them all when 
they are wanting. And furely nothing can be more ne. 
ceff.'\ry to, or more ornamental and becoming in a mi. 
uifler: it gains him eafy accefs into the world, and frees 
him from that rigid feverity which render. many of them 
fo odious and deteflable to the polite part of it. In for.' 
mer times, minifiers w~re fo monk,ifh and reclufe, for 
ordinary, aud fo formal when they did happen to appear~ 
that aU the JOVial part of mankind, partic~larly rakes and 
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lil)f~ines, fhunned and fled fronl them; or, \rhen una. 
voidably thrown into their ~ompany, ,:ere cO~lilralned, 
and hatl nc' kitld of confidence to repore In tllem: \\'here. 
as now, let: a mo~rate, modern, l\'ell-bied ~ini~er gQ 
into promifcuous COlnpany, they nand in no Inanner of 
3:we, and wil, e;'''(n fwear with all imat;inable ·libert.y. 
This gives the miqifier an cppor~unity of umkrfianding 
their c11araHer, and of perhaps fometimes reafor.ing in an 
~ary and genteel manner againft fwearing. rrhis, Ih()!~h 
illdeeu it felclom refornls them, }'et it is as ft!(wm taken 
,mBs; which !hows the couniel to have been auminifiered. 
with pruc)erlce. 

llow i!i it pofiible that a minifter can underfiand wick .. 
¢nefs, lJnlel~ he either praaifes it himfdf (but ulUch of 
,hal wil! not yet plfs in t11e \vorltl) or allo\vs the \\ticktd._ to 
\le boJq. in h:s prtfence ? pro do otherwife, would btl to do 
in praaice ~,llat I l~,,?e known narrO\\T~111inded bigotted 
flij~nt~ (10 as to fl?eculatioll, viz. avoid rea(ling their Cl(l. 
ver.~ies books becaufe the}l \vere erroneolls; \\~h.e~~s it 
js evident no error can be refute(l till it be llnller~ood. 
· Tile fettin,~ the different cllaraaers of nliniflers in im
n1euiate Ol)pcfitioll, ~viJI pllt this matter pall all doubt, as 
th.e fun of tr,uth riling upon the ilars of error, darkens 
.~ld make.~ thf:ill to difappear. Some there are, who IlPY 
"be ea(ily known to be minifiers, by their very drers, their 
grave (letllUre looks, and tl"1eir cOI)filled precift: converh1-
.tion. Ho\v c()ntenlptible is this! and flO'\' like to [onle 
:~f the meaneJl employments among us; as failors, whQ 
~re krunvn by th . .eir rolling walk, and taylors, by the thi: 
v~ring {br~g (If t~ir lhc'.dders ! But ocr trulyaccmn
plilhed ~ltr~y put onfo entirely every thing th;tt is pec:uli~ 
~r to .their pro!:dIion, that were you to fe.e them in tl1e 
~reets.. me.et with them at a·vifit, or fpen~ an: evening with 
tb.em in a tavern, you would not once fufpeB: tpem for 
~.en of that ch;;.raCter. Agreeably to this, I ren1em~r 
CJD ,e~cell.em thing fa.i~l by' a gel1tlem~11, ill cQml1)en~1~~. 
~r aminifiei\ that ,~ he had nothing at all of the clergy-:-
~' marl about llira." # , -

Y t}lall h4.ve qOlle with this maxim, wl~n I have given my 
~yice as to the rnethocl of attaini ng to it ; w hid) iS l r~~ w·'· . . . 



f!utlents, proh:!t:oners, and young derg)-men, ,.·llile their 
bodies and nl!nds are }'tt flexiblt, Olould coo,-erfc, and 
keep comp:-:lly, as much as In?}' be, with officers of Ihe 
~rmy unuer fi\Oe awl twent:~~ of whom there are no {maD 
number ill tile 11i!tio!1~ allll \\'ilh young getltlcmen of fJr. 
tune, particubrly rueh as, by the early and happ}· de~ih 
of th~ir parents. h:lve come to their eflates before they ar. 
rived at the ye:!rs of majority. Scarce one of there but 
is a noble patterll to [orin upon; for tiley ha\'e had the 
opportunity of follo\\ing nature~ which is the all compre. 
henfive rule of the ancients, and of acquiring a free man· 
ner of thillkillg, fpeaki11g, :lIlll ,taing, \\·itllout either the 
pedantry oflearning, or the fiifTners contratled by a llriU 
adh.erence to tIle nlaxitns of \\~orl(IJy prudellcc!. 

Afler all, I believe I might have fpared myfdf the trou. 
ble of inferting this maxim, the prefent riling generation 
being of themfdves fufficiently difpofell to obferve it. 
This I reckon they have, either confiitutiona1ly, or per. 
haps have learned it fronl the inimitable Lord Shaft1bury, 
\\'ho, in fo lively a manner lets forth the evil of univerfi .. 
ties, and recommencls con\7erfation \vitll tIle polite Peri. 
patetics, a$ the only way of arriving at tr~e knowledge • . 

XvI A -X I 1\1 VI. 

J~ i$ n(lt only unne~e[ary for a moderate man to have much 
learning, but he ougllt to be filled \\:ith a contempt of 
all kind$ of learning but one; which is to unrlerflaO<). 
Leibnitz's {cheme well; the chief parts of which are 
fo beautifully painted, and fo harmonioufly fung by Lonl 
ShafHbury, and \ynich has been fo well Hcked'into form 
and method by the late imm9rtal Mr. H 11 • 

• 
. THIS maxim is neceffary, becaufe without it the former 

c.ould not be attained to. }.IIuch fiuely is a great enemy 
to politenefs in men, jull: as a great care of houfhold af
fairs fpoils the free cardef:: air of a fine bdy : and whether 
po~tenefs is to be facrificed to learning, let the impartial 
world judge. Befides the fcheme which I have permit. 
leg the mod~rilte man to lludy, doth aaually fuperfede th~ 



230 Eccltslast;cal Characttr;stics. 
. ~ 

ore of aU other Jeaming, bttaure it contains a kno\1'ted~ 
of the whole, and the good of the whole; more than 
which, i hope, will be aUowed to be not only nttdlefs, but 
impoflibJe4t 

-rbis fcheme e'SceJs in brevity; for it may be under. 
load in a very fhort time; which, I (uppofe, prompttd 
a certain clergyman to fa)-, that any fludent might get as 
much divinity as he would ever have occafion for in fix 
weeks.. It is .lfo quite agreeable to the impro~ements 
that have been Inlde in 3rts and rcience~ of bte yean; . 
for every thing is now Dlore compeodioufly taught, and 
more (uperficially underliood, than iormerl~' ~ ane! y~t u 
well and better to all the purpor~s of life.. In the veri 
mechanic arts, laborious diligence gives \\"ay to d~gance 
md e~e; as the lumpifb, firong, old Gothic buildings, 
to more genteel, u'lough f)jghter, modem ones. '"inert 
have been {chemes publilh~ for teaching child~n to read 
hy way of diverfion.. Every year gives us a fhorter I!le. 

tbod of learning fome branch ofk ... owledge. In fhort, in 
there fait days jhe quinteffence of e~ery thing has been 
e:tt!.aed~ and is p.~fented us, as it \\~ere, in little phi
als; fo that we .nay come to aU learning by one ae of in. 
tuiti6o- A.glee~bly to ail this, have \\~e not feen ill faa, 
many Rudents of divinity brought up in hot-bc:ds, who 
have becom~ f peakers in generai 3fiemblies, and firenu
ous fupporters of a falling chure!l, before their ~eards 
\vere gro\\ln, to the perret! afionillinleJlt of an obfer~;ng 
worlt! ? 

I mull alfo obrerve, that there is a providential fitnefs 
of that {cherne, in anoth~r refpe8, fer the prefent a~e and 
time. 'Vhen the fees of colleges, and expence of boanl· 
iog is ratfed; when the rate of living is quite altered, 2nd 
when a fpiteful landed intereft, and a heed~efs parlla
m~nt, h~ve refufed to grant any augmentation to our fii. 
pends; there is no other way remains for us, but to cheap
en our education, by taking leis time to it, atld arriving .t the point defigned by a nearer cut. Then there will 
be no need at all for the critical fiudy of the Scriptures, 
for reacting iaTge bo<ties of di\·illi'~·, for an acquaintance 
with church.hillorys or the wrilings of thole poor erea· 
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\ete$ the Chriftian fJ!hers: but all i, abforbed into the 
good of the whole: of which I may fay, ferioutly and fo
berly, what Dr. Tillotfon fays ironically of tranfubftantia
tion, thlt it is not only tnle, but it is all truth, and ,viii 
net fuKer any thing to be true but itfdf. 

\Ve find that moderate men have mOltly, by confiitu. 
tion, too much fpirit ta fubmit to the drudgery of the 
kinds of learning above.mentioned, and defpife all who 
do fOe There is no contro\-er(, now about Arian, Armi. 
niw .. Pelagian, or Socinian tenets, but only whether this 
good of.me.whole fcheme halds. This fhews, by the by, 
the injufiice and malignity of thofe poor beings the Sece. 
ders, u·ho cry out of erroneous doCtrines in the church. 
and affert, that Arminianifm is publicly taught by nuny. 
It is kllo,,-n, that theY,mean by the moderate men, ,,-hen 
they SPeak fo; aGd yet I will venture to affirm, that there 
are not a few young men of that charatl:er, who, if they 
.-ere afke~ cOtlld not teil what the five .I.'\rminian anicles 
are, fo little do they regard Arminianifm. I myfelf, the: 
reader win perceive, know the number of them; but whe. 
mer I know any more about them or not, I {ball pre fen".: 
as a fc~ret in my own mind. It will perhaps be obje~ 
againft this maxim, That the nlooerate party commonly 
fet up on a pretence of being more leanled than their ad. 
verfari~s; and are, in faa, thought to be very learned in 
their fermons by the vulgar, \vho, for that reaion hate 
them. Now, as to their pretendil1g to be more learned 
than their adverfaries, it is man jun; for they have, as 
has ~-c:n fhown, got hold Qf the fum.total of learning, al
though tltey did not calculate it themfelves. And as to 
their being thought learned in their fermons by the vulgar, 
it is fuflicient for that purpofe that they be unintelligible. 
Scattering a fe\v phrafes in their fermons, as harmony, 
order, proportion, talle, fente of beauty, balance of the 
affefiions, &c. will eafily perfuade the people that they 
are learnt.-d: anu this perfuafion is, to all intents and pur. 
pores, the fame thing as if it were true. It is one of 
thofc deceitful feelings which l\fr. H-, in his ElTa)·s. 
has fbc:wn to be fo beautiful and ufeful. Thef~ phrafes 
thc}· may cafily get in books not above the fize of an oUa-
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vo; and if they incline to be very deep, they may get 
abundlnce of citatiolls from the anc:ent Heathen autllors 
in Cudw( nh's iuteil:::tlual Syfiem, and nlOfily tranllated 
to their llantl. 

I {hali now fubjoin a thort catalogue of the mofi necef. 
fary and ufeful bonks, the thorough underfiamling of 
which \vili make a truI}' !earlled . nJoderate man: Leib .. 
nitz's Theodicee, and 11is letters, Shaftfbur}"s Charae.; 
terifiics, Collins's Inquiry into Hlh~an Liberty, all1\'1r. 
H Ii's pieces, ChrHlianity as ~ld as the Creation, 
D-n's Befl Sclleme, and H-'s l\·foral Eff.1)·S'-'. The 
(\~O lafi are Scots authors: al1(1 it is \vith pleafure I can 
r.ffure my countrymen, they are by far the mon perfea: 
{'IF them all, carrying the confequence of the fcheme to 
the,Oldt ravifiling height. As to poetry, it will be fuffi. 
cient to rea(1 "tIle Pleafures of the Imagitlation,". and 
'" the 1'rJge\.ty of Agis," if it be publifhed; becaufe in it 
dralnatic pdetry is carrietl to the fummit of perfeftioll: 
aocI it is believed, by tIle autJlor's friends, that there ne\·er 
~'il1 be a \ragedy publifil~d after it, unlefs by fomebody 

. . 
• It hath been ftiggeneci t~ nte, that another author of our-

own country' ought to ha\ge been added to the above catalogue; 
but I judged it ilnprop~r, for t'vo reafons. One is, that I do 
not finet that autllor in 1'0 hign ~fteem among the Inoder!lte, as 
to defe!,?e a place in fo very nice and chofen a colleetion. But 
the othel', and p:,incipal reafon \~, that the a.uthor here intend·' 
ed, profeffeth himfelf a fceptic; the meaning of which, if I 
\lllderftanli it right, is, eitller that lIe does not believe there is 
any fuell thi11g ~s truth, or tllat he himfelf is but feekillg after 
trlltfi, alld llas not }·et fOUl1(1 it. Now this is by no ineans the 
tare ,\~ith the moderate, '\yilO are already in poffeffion bf the 
" ne pillS tlltr~" of hun1all kno\vledge. For thougll fon"ke of 
their doctrines are cllangeable, by reafon of the efielltial dif
ference of perfons, t11illgs :11)(l til11CS; }?et, during tIle pel'iod. 
of allY doctrine, I !lave no ,vhere kno\YQ ftronger, or feyerer 
riognlati!!s; as apI)ears fronl their neglect of farther inqlliry; 
and fovereign contemllt of all appafers ........ !ll a cr.rtaClll univer ... 
lity, ahout fcven real'S a~o (ho,v it is J10\V, I Call1lQt fo eert.1.inly 
tell) if a 111an ha{t fpokell llonorably of Dr. Salnut~l Clarke, it 
calillot he conceivell \vitll 'Vh,lt (\eriiioll I.e ,vas treated l)y e\'e
ry boy of iixtccn, \,'110 ,vas ,vifer tItan to l)lY any regard to "ruch 
a numlcul, all cncnlY to tile (16C\rille of tlcce(lity, ~lld w 11611,· 
~llt)l"allt of tll~ D1Ul'al fCllic. 
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that is deliiiotlS. l~ut \..,·!lether the knowledge of this 
eWea. and the compaffion thence arifing to future authors, 
mav not, in a perfon of fa much humility and {elf.denial, 
and of fo confummate and d~finterened benevolence, as 
that theatrical divine, wh01ly .)revent the publication, I 
cannot tell; and therefore mull leave it to be brought 
forth by the midwife Occafion, from the womb of Time·. 

But to give a fiill higher proof of my deep concern for 
the im!lrovement and edification of ingenuous youth, I 
have taken the pains to extract very faithfully the fum and 
fubfiance of the above library, and do here prefent it to 
the vlorld, un(ler a name \\'hich is not without a meaning, 
though not intelligible to all, viz. 

I believe in the beauty and comely proportions of 
Dame Nature, and in almighty Fate, her July parent and 
guardian ~ for it hath been moLl: gracioufly obliged (bIer. 
~ed be its name) to make us all very good. , 

I believe that the univerfe is a huge machine, wound 
up from everlafting by neceffity, and confining of an infi. 
nite number of links and chains. eath in a progreffive 
motion towards the zenith of perfection, and meridian of 
glory; that I myfelf am a liitle glorious piece of clock. 
work, a wheel within a wheel, or rather a pendalum in 
this grand machine, fwinging hither and thither by the 
different impulfes of fate and deftiny; that my foul (if I 
have any) is an imperceptible bundle of exceeding mi. 
nute corptlrcles, much fmaller than the fineO: Holland rand; 
anci that certaill perf OIlS in a very eminent fiation, are 
nothing elfe. but a huge collection of necefI:lry agents, who 
call do not}ling at all. 

I believe that there is no ill in the univerfe, nor any 
fuch thing as 'virtue abfolute1y confidered; that thofe 
things vulgariy called fin~, are only errors in th: judg
ment t and foils to fet off the beauty of Nature, or patches 
to ,~~iorll l.er face ; that tIle \vhole race of intelligent be-
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ings, even the devils themfe1ves (if there are any) {hall 
finaHy be happy, fo that Judas Jica:riot is by this time a 
glorified fairlt J and it is good for llinl that l~e l1atll betn 
born. 

In fine, I believe in the divinity of L. S , the faint. 
{hip of Marcus Antoninus, the perfpicuity and fublimity 
of A -e, and the perpetual duration of l\~r. H--n's 
works, notwithfianding their prefc:nt tendency to obli\-iQn. 
Amen. 

J.'\ moderate man mull: endea,~or, as much as he hand
fomely ~an, to put off any appearances of devotion, 
and avoid all unnece[ary exerclJes of religiolls wor1hip, 
\Vlletller public or private. 

I FULLY intended, llI}Qn this part of my fubjetl, to have 
beell at rome pains in fhewiIlg t11e great indecency of a 
grave and apparently feriaus c.arriage, or of introducing 
any religious fubjeCl: of converfaticn into promifcuous 
compan}·: but \vhen I cOllfitler ho,v fuccefsfully all \iifible 
religion was attacked, both by \~its and preachers, imme. 
di:ateiy after the reftoration of King Charles 11. how con· 
fiantly any difpofition of this' fort hath been borne clown 
b}9 all men of taRe ever fi11ce that tilDe, ,';hicll is no\\: ncar 
a whole century; as a1fo how fddom any religious dif. 
courfe is to be tnet \\~ith at this day., either an10ng clergy 
or laity, 1 111all only rejoice in myfelf, and congratulate 
Illy reader, upon the purity of the times, and proceed to 
tIle otJler IJart of the 111axiln. 
Now~ as to the public exercife of religious wodbip; 

:llthough a certaill n1eafure of tllenl is reafonal11e enough, 
ano thr.ugh the office by which we have our bread, obliges 
us to be oft~11 tll~a~ed ill tl)t:ln; ,~et a tru1,,· 1110c.lerate 

....,; (. .,." 
man, \vitllout rcnouncl11g ilis c~lling, Ilas it ill llis )10\,er 
to pare off a great man}' fUF(;rflultics \vith \\Y}licll tIle or
tliotlox cler~y are apt to oVt:'rloatl reli~!011, allU relluer it 
1-ill palatable to the polite ''" or Ill. 

Being m~mbers of church-judicatures, and, we hope 
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the majority in moil ofthem, the moderate party can di.: 
courcige and Hiile an motions for extr.tordinary iaRs or 
thankfgivin6s; which experience has taught us 'en'e only 
to l)rOmote idlellefs, and difcourage indufiry. U 11011 the 
:lilY that l-Icnry V. fought at Agincourt, a folemn fan was 
.iept in England for his faccefs; and fome hillorians are 
pJeafoo to Jay, that the prayers of the nation had tome 
ihare in procuring the via~ry; but later hiRories ba,"! 
difproved this; and now i( can he demonnrated upon pa
p~r, that a faft day in Scotland lofes 50,0001. to the n3-
tion, \\·hile no b(){ly can make any calculation \\·il~t it 
wins. For this reafon, it \\-as vel}- refrefhing to h'3r, as 
\re did latel y, that even in the moll diftant and nothenllj· 
c,)rners of this count'1~, there is a ret of clergy of an heroic 
fpirit, who are refolved to reform their people, and beat 
them out of that unpolite alld barba~lJS inclination, which 

'matlV of them ftill retain, of hearing fennons • .. 
\Vitll a vie\v to tile fame good end, \\~e can curtail our 

bdinefs at home, both as to the number and length of our 
pdpit performances. In our own famiJies, though it 
wc,uld not perllaps }'et be conv~nient to imitate the beau 
monde fo vety quickly, in difcarding the worlhip of God 
altlgether; yet \ve inay, by degt'ees, fometimes omit it, 
through hurry of bufinefs, at other times be dropping, 
now and then at lean, fome plrts of it; and in gentle. 
Dlen's families, take care to give difcreet intimations that 
we do not incline to put them out of their ordinary way., 
or occafion the leaf! interruption to the Dlirtll of the com .. 
1)aI1Y· 

Sometimes indeed it may happen, by a concurrence 
of circurnftances, that one'of us may, at bed.time, be un. 
equ:llly yoked with an orthodox brother, -who may propofe 
a lir:le llnfeafonable de\'otion bet\\·eell ourf~lves, before 
we lie down to flecp; but there are twenty ways of 
throwing cold water upon fuch a motion; or, if it IhouJd 
be il1fified upon, I could recommend a moderate wall of 
com.?lying with it, from the exnmple of one of our friends, 
who, on a like occafion, yielded fo far, that he flood itr at 
t:le back of a cllair, arId [aiel, "0 I~ord, \\'e tllank thee 
'~for l\lr. Dayle's Dictionary. .Amen.'~ This was fa 



far frem fpoiling good company.. that it contribute.] 
\\'onder:taUy to promote tOcial mirth, anti fweetened the 
young nlen in a moft a~eabJe: rn3nner for-their rtft.-
'\na!e,'"er is forced i5 unn~t!lra), ant) \)t!~ht to be :\\-oid. 

~ 

cd; and therefore, what the l>uritan J. ... itl of fquare cars, 
we lnay apply to m;.ny modes of devotion.. l~ 'Th:lt he 
" \\'O\.1d not \\'"ear them, ~caur~ his head \\"-lS roulld .. " 

The neceflity -of fuch a condufi cannot be den!cd, 
when it is confidered what efletl the ien~th and frequency 
of public &,·otion has had !n driving moll of the faJhion. 
able ~ntry from our churches aJt(\~ther; and that even 
fuch of them as niU voucht~fe their company ii>mctimes, 
are: yet driven &\l'ay fronl the: facrnmeut of the Loni's fup. 
per, where the fen·ice is expn~ed to b: more tedious :md 
tirefome. Nc\\'",. the nul, way to regain them to the 
church, is to :accommodate the worfhip, as much as m;.y 
he, to their tafte: the Dl:mner of UOillg ,,"hich is fo \yeJI 
kno\\'n, that, I will not fpend tin1C ill ex plainillg it. 

I confc:rs there h:as been fometimt!s an ugly C'bj~aion 
thrown up againli th;s ~rt of my argument, viz. That 
this defertion of public wi>rfhip hy thof~ in high life .. feems. 
in &t~to be contemporary with, and to inert .J~, in a pret .. 
ty exaCl proportion) to the 3tteml)!~ tllat have bee:l, anc 
are made to fuit it to their tafie. It is aHedged. that they 
are led to ftach a conduct, not b)" the diCtates of their rea· 
fon" but by the depra vation of their hearts; and therefore 
make ufe of th~ beha1iiour of the clert!V, as an excllfe and 

c~ 

jufiification of their conoua. In anfwer to this ohj~flion, 
I fll:\)1 not pretend t~ J:~}. \vhat ufe gentlemen may fonle
tioles make of our conul:a, for I h~\·e kno\yn thenl Orl~11 
'.:~~. prepofterous in their judgment, condemn:ng others 
for \\h3! they fr~ely indulj!e in thern:e:lves, and no 1("[s 
~"Itil,\tlkful) rendering e\~il lor g<'.0(!.. l~llt liil) I fay, tll~re 
Tel11~lins no flrength in the ohjctlio:l to a 111al1 of nlll(lerate 
principles'; for it plainly c()m~s much to the f~me thing 
at 1a!1, \\·hcther the mountai:l ('on.es to the olo! .. fe, or tIle 
n)o~f\! to the nlountuin. 11' I i11ol11{1 meet a [riel)(} half. 
\,.~:: .. , tr1:tt hall got at Q (i::lan(:e fronl Ine, tll0llgh 11e fhould 
not n~r.\'e a foot, I am iure \\'e fl1ou],1 l1e l'learer one tlno· 
ther, than if I had kep~ my pl,u::e as wdl :s he. 
, 
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Bllt whatever be in this, I mufi acknowledge, that to 
be confiantly whining and praying, looks fo extremely 
ort~odox .. ljke, that 1 cannot help conceiving a prejudice 
at it, for tJlis ,reI)· reafon; al1d I doubt not but e\'er}' mo. 
derate nlan, \\·ill Ilave the ,rer}' fanle f!!11o\v-feelillg. In 
truth, a great ablmuance of devotion has fuch a tendency 
to inS.me Olle ,vjth zca1, tllat allY man \\·ho \\"Ol11d main .. . 
taill his mOtleration, had t)efi keel) Otlt of th ~ reach of fuch 
infnar i!lg il1fluence. Beuctes, it has been all old remark, 
and I ~gin to fufpea there is fome ground ror it, that Jet 
one emLlrace \\~11at f):fiem of divinity he "'ill, it is impof
fible to prl}" hut according to the orthoJ.ox fyfiem. .And 
\\"hatever laud~lble pains had been taken, by fome of our 
friends, to a\!oi(l tll!S inconvelliellce; }"ct. from \\'hat I 
have ot)f~r\"e(l) jn the moIl: fuccefsfol of them, I nlufl 
Gwn, I cal) at prefent fee ~lO other reIned}, but to deal as 
little tllat way as paffible. 

1\,1 .. I\. X I M \TIII. 

In church .. fettlements, \\?hich are the principal taufc:s 
that come before mininers for judgment, the only thing 
to be regarclecl is, \\·ho tIle patron and the great and 
noble heritors are for; the inclinations of the common 
people are to be utterly defpifed. . 

THAT this maxim is invariably obferved by all mode. 
rate men is certain, anu may he attefled by all that ever 
\\~ere prefent at a General .l\fiembly of this national 
church. T'he cafe is not now as formerly, when pre
fentations were heid a gri.!vance; for a prefcntation is 
" all in all" to a n)oderate man: and when there is no 
prefentation, the greatuefs and nobility of the beritors are 
upon one fide. I was witneis once to a caufe (which in
deed unhappily mifc~rried) ~)ut there was a noble fiand 
made for it by the moderate party, becaufe there was a 
lord upon the fide of the nlinority, although he had nc 
interel1 at an in the parifh, but a fmall bit of ground 
which he had got from a neig~bour, il~ order to run a dil~e 
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firaight. This appearance greatly rejoiced me, as being 
a token to what perfeCtion the fpirit of moderation Was 
arrive(l. 

1'here are ma.ny reafons upon which this maxim is 
founut:(l; as tile i In placable Ilatrccl \ve bear to the elders 
and common people, and their conllant wrong judgment, 
\\'~ich has been iIIun~at~d a~ove. .As this is 10 very 
e\')th:nt, I cannot pals It Wllhout exprcffing my grief 
anc} afiolliililllent, tJlat fo clear .. figlltecl an allthor, and in 
all reirec\s fo agreeable to Otlr fel1timetlts, as Lord 
S3afdbury .. fhould have laid, in his Efiay on the freedolll 
of \\·it aYlll Humc)r, tllat, "it llelongs to IlleJl of fla\1ifb 
u principles to afii:Cl: a fuperiority over tLe vulgar, and 
" to defpife the n131tittlCle. " rl'hls hatl) nlade nle lloubt 
the truth of an afft!rtion of l\ir. G. L. one of our 0\\'0 

difciples, it that perfeCtion is attaill~ble in this life ; " for, 
if e\'er al1Y one attaillell to perfection, furely Lor() Shafif. 
bury was the man. But, to ldlen the difficulty a little, 
it is probable he had iomething in his view, quite dif. 
it,rent from fett]in~ (If kirks, \vhen he \vrote in tllis nlan. 
ner; for had he livell to our tillleS1 alIa been an 11critor 
in ScotIanc}, I can 11ardly aJlo\v n1ylelf to thillk, that 
e\7er he \vould ha\7e apl)eared 011 tIle tide of tIle Chriflian 
1lfople; though, \Vit\lout all quefiioll, he \votl}cl ha\le been 
cl10ien an elder, alll:. lellt 'up, "duly attefied," to the Ge. 
lleral .;\flenlbl)? 

But to' return: The natural ref pca we owe to thofe in 
great and high fiations, claims from us thetefHmony of it 
required in the maxi:n. rfhere is an original and effen. 
tial difference bet\Veell gentrY'" an(l CO~nl11Q11 I)eoj)1e, \vhich 
OUgllt to be llartirularly kept tIp here. For tllis, \\'e have 
tIle allthoritj"t of a certaiJl \VortllY laircl ill tIle COul1tr}', 

\\r}10 alwaJ7s mailltai11ed UpOll Ilis olind a fenre of his dig
)lity, not as a man, but as a gentleman. Of this dif: 
pofition he gave the foHowing laudable inftance: being 
a nl~ml)er of· tIle kir}{-leffion in his parifil, tlle excife
officer 11a})1)ened to COelle before tllelll for forllicatioIl: 
an(l l)efil!es tile ecclefiaflical cellfure, it \vas thougllt pro
per to apply to the civil maginr~te to get him fined ac· 
corJing to jaw: but a:~ the law appoiuts <lif-1::rcllt fille~ 



2'~ J • 

for men in different fbtions, when fome p!'opoi.:d he 
fhou)(l be fined ~t the rate of a gentlen13n, the \rOrIJl'l'
fuJ member abo\'e-ment:cned, though known to be ,'cry 
zealous againfl vice, firenuoufly npp(lJed his having;o 
much honor, and J!~ve the follo\,·ill~ excellellt reaJon for 
it: "Since God Almighty has been pleated to ma!-\.e a dil: 
"tintlion between gentlemen and ether men, why ihould 
" not \\'e keep up tl11s cliflinClioll in ~l cafes :" ~~nd [" 
he \\·as fined only as a commoner. -Another thing ftrongly pleads for gentlemen havin~ 
the chief hand in tfttling kirks, that now-a-days very few 
of our ])rincipal gentry attend ordinances, or receive 
lny benefit by a minifter after he is fettled, unJefs per
haps talking of the news at a private vifit" or pla}'ing a 
game at back-ganlmon: and therefore it is but fair, th~t 
in lieu of tIle edification of the common people. the~1 
Jhou]tl ha\~e tIle honor or profit of cOllferring the betlefice. 
1 {hall 0111y fllrther alld, that ha\'ing no view of attend. 
ing upon him for ordinary, they muft be the beft judges 
of h;s preaching gifts, as being moll difinterefted: tor 
which rearon, non-refiding heritors, inftead of deferving 
to be cut Otlt altogether, as the fiupill antI un(lifcernin~ 
orthodox l\~Ollld have it, are by much to be preferred ti) 
thare tllat refic.ie. 

The reader wi1l eafily ~rceive, that I have here gil-en 
much better reafons fer this conduCt: than L'tofe comnlon
Iyafiigned, viz. the law, in the cnre of patrons; and the 
payment of the fiipcnrl, in tht cafe of heritors. For, as 
to the urll of thef~, it is quite from the purpole; fur the 
]a~v lllailltaillS its o\vn gronnll as far :is it goes~ an~J is ir
refifiible: the only qudlion is, lIow we {haIl aa 3S to 
\\'hat is left to us to lleterrnitle? If the la\v llitltiere(l us to 
determine on any fide we plea fed.. fueh caufc:s never 
":ould l1e pleaded before us. As to the otller, aoout tIle 
11eritors paying ~h:; HipenJ, it is not jufl; tor tht! w!wle 
lJat:on paj?s it: the lleritor gets his lantls \\'ith that bllr. 
(!en l!pOn them at firil; and \\ hen one buys lanll .from 
~noll er, he never pays for the fiip:nd: to that re:lUy an 
herilc r, is never a penny the poorer of the f.ipend, c:x
c!,,,t tl;-~t h'ipp~n:ng coml:.on1y to fee the mont"y firfi, i:e 
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In:\y perbJPS be tOfry that any body fhc~!J ~! it but him. 
felt: However, than~h thete n!3fons ~ not fuffici~nt 3t 
boa~m, I llc:ny not but it may be "cry proper to aflign 
t".em to flIC)>> as are i~norant ellC!!b:1 to )':C'ld to them l tt 

"'to have to !\luc;.tmiOl liomac1ls as I!~t t!) ~ ~:",1-.: t:l cit
geft the tntlll n!3fons upon which I h~l\'e ~roUl:c=J In, 
mL,illl. It is \vit!l t:1C minJ ~s ""::il t!~~ i~\A!}', it muti 
be fetJ \\'liD fuch th!n~s as it is ~~h!e to be~r, ;tnt! ~ lrill 
bel, ........ 1·' , " 

t ""\t'l ...... C '''-''''''C I"S tr\n~" 4\n· C")'·" ·~"·'~·l "b~ - --~, ~ , ..... _v .... ~ v •• ,.~,l ........ • 

\Vhile a ft'uJemt'nt is c:\fryin~ on, the c:tnd!t!:!te :tg:irJ 
whorn there!s a firong OPPQfilion from the ~Optt1 
lnUn be looked upon, 3ud e\'ery where declared to b; 
~ .- ~rfOtl of brt~t \\-C,~!l, an\.l rcnlarkable ahilities, 
pro":dc:d _lw~ys,. th~it if ever the fame r.erfon, afttr 
h.: is t~nled, be r.t pJins, ant! fllCCeec.l in gainin~ the 
~tlple"s an~aion, he nlall then ran as nluch bdow tne 
or~linary ftallc)atll ill h:~ charaaer, as before he \m 

nif~ above it. 

BOTH p!rts of this maxinl will appear very reafoDlhie 
to all that fee wilh our tyes. The peQple being againft 
It man" is a certain fign of his ~inga good preacher,.as has 
been furmerly pr()~ed : it is aHo a pretty fu:-e fign of his be. 
ing ofmooerate principies, "which nlake the comers there. . 
" unto perfetl~" and th~re two things are fufficient to 
jdii:}' us in raifing his charatler. It is indeed often ab .. 
IClute:y necdiarY1 wh~n a procds !s in :lgitltion, that i: 
nla:" ::~!p h~t'l Otlt \\-'itll a :C~\llt)' CO!lCUrrel~ce, ~nd have an 
l"-'ltl":'~n\' ..lI lit).;)n tll-~ ."'Ilrc;\ I'''.''r~r ,~-I';I'l-- "~P comtlofc-J ci ~- .\". ." ,.- \".".,... ,. '-~.,..:, ,-..:, -, .~.'-.. ~,- . 
;l n1~xt:ll n~\l!\:tu\!e. No: is it eai\" to cOllcei\-e, ho\\" ex-
u~'!~nt and weE inYt"nt~d a \',,'CdPotl this is, the giving a 
man an ~xtr:lOn!!n3TV ~:~d ~;ibh char;th:r. It necdfari!y 
imrr~n:s ~ khd cf "~'fitrati()n of ~.;m on t:le minds of his 
.. , 1 I I I" l' 1 I h .. , •• , ~, ,. ~ .. •• • , _. \. ,. ~ ~ ~ -, • ., • ) 11'\ '\ ~ 0 J .• \_~{~ 1 , .. 11\, ... ", ... " l,~ ll~\._,l,lar c.\ \ diltlge, t .,,,t t .ere IS Il, 

I':\rry:nf{ of i:; ':lr \'. h~J{-\ cr ftlHle iew of d~!f;::rcnt prinCio 
pit S lHdY tL:u:':, tht'}' d~l!'~ not phin!y contr~ditt it.-
"L~\·"'I·\· m-~llll~'lS ;r in l' '1'· .... 'I)C'" ~1" t-) 1' .. \0 .... ,- \. __ ~~1 0' "n° "nother. ~ '\. ,..., ..... "l ... ' 1 " \,. ,\.:. ~,-,\h. ,\.:.. I v\." • .' . 



bu~ no!.~)Jy mu~ tak~ the li~rt)· to fpeal ill of a man in 
• public court, u!liels he can aHb \'enture to gl\·e him a 
);~I. :\1,li')- a till}:: have I bean} }·cllng tllel1 Ili~l.!~· eKe 

t~iiClI ill CllllfCil COllrt~, ""hell tlleir fe:ttleolent \r~s ill de. 
Jk"lKbnc~, wi.o,:o iiritl truth, were but middlillg kind of 
men, and IOille of them very h~avy, \\·ho afler\,"ar(ls llro,". 
eJ 110 fillall incumllrance UPOll the Illoderate bOO)· • 

.As to the other p~lrt of the Juuim, taking away their 
tl'l~ra.tler for abiiity when they apofiatize to orthodox)", 
this ",ill be eafily accounted for, if it be remembered how 
they tame by it. I t was freely given them ; and therefore 
it m:ly ~ ta.ken away at ph:ature: It was gi\'en to bring 
them in as an atltlitiol13! liren~h to tIle mexlerate intereft; 
ami therefore, ,,"hen tIler jorj~ke that inter~!l, it is but 
iuft to depri\'e them of it. If any Ib~l objeft, that this 
is not agreeable to the aria rules of _·erae ity , I defire it 
may be remembered .. that the prefent fafhionable fcherne 
of moral philofophy b much impro"yed in comparifon of 
that whic);. prevailed (oole tillle ago. Virtlle ,loes not 
no\v confHl in u aCting ~greeably to the nature of things," 
as Ik Clarke affirms; nor in " aCting according to truth," 
\\'hith an oJ() fchool ... mafier, one ,\ioollafion, once \vrote 
a book to p~ovc; b!lt in "the good of the whole;" and 
therelore an illuilrious and lioble entl fallaifies the means 
of attaining it. Our fentiments, in this refpeCt, are de. 
fcribetl by :',n anonymous poet, \\9ho, I believe meant no 
good to us; ho\Vever, it points out the charaCter pretty 
plainl)'" tilUS : 

" To fecond him rore furly Peter, 
" ~~ll angry bigot fer good-nature: 
h Th:tt truth fhould valued be by meafure, 

" And \veight, he thought; 
" That inch of truth, in courtery, 
" To fpan of intereft fhould give way? 
" .. I\n(] pound of gail}, for Ollnce of lie, 

" I s cheaply bought." 

I~ it be further objeCted. That ftill this only fatisfies 
ourl~l"es, whereas in the cafe in hand it is neceflary t(J 

\: OL. III. II h 
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fatis~v the \vorld. As to this, ,,"e can freel}- fa)·, tllat the: 
man was gooc.l, llut now he is bad; al1d that is no contra~ 
diCtion: for though the Confeffion of Faith nlaintains the 
infalHbIe perfeverance of the faint3 in grace, yet we never 
affirmc(l the neceffary perfever~nce of men ill modera. 
tion, tll~fe t\\'O things c.~ing entirely difi:nct the one from 
the other. Some of our friends do fall a\vay no\v and 
then: our flrength, for ordinary, confifis in young men; 
for there are feveral who, in old age, through the decay of 
their faculties, begin to incline a little to orthexloxy, and 
then we term them, not" old mell," but " old wives." 
However, there are alfo rome, WllO not only perfeveref 

but glorioufly improve in moderation to the latefi old age, 
alld to their U}1illg day; of \\~hich number was tIle late 
Rev. l\:fr. J. R. in K. whofe name I have thought pr().. 
per to record in this immortal \\!ork, that it ma)~ be had 
in everlaftiD& remembrance. 

M A X I ~I x. 
\VHENEVER we l1ave got a fettJement decided over the 

.... 

belly petllaps of the whole peolJle in the parifh, by a ma
jority in the General Affembly, the viCtory 1hould be 
improved, by appointing fome of the orthodox oppofers 
of the fettlemellt to execu!~ it, efrleciali}' tll0fe of them 
that pretend to have a fcruple of confCience at having 
an at1ive hand in any fueh !ettlement: 

. 1'HEY do not deferve a victor}·, \vho l{no\v not ho\v to 
pufh it, or · to improve the advanlage they have gained. 
A {entence of tlle General .l~ffen}l)lv, even as of arlV· other 

• • oJ 

court, fignifies notlJillg; if it be 110£ executec}. '!'o refl: 
{atisfied \vith tll~ \liclor)7 lve have galnetJ, l1Y the t1are (Ie. 
(~ifiol1, \vQulcl ill(l~ed be )lieltling it back agi1111, ar'cl Iofing 
itl f~~9:, \vhat \\re gai tlell in al)l)earal!ce. FI'llis is ftli~ 
c\7icle11t. nut tile next fJO!llt is, \'~ilO fila!l l)e etl-.!)!c)'ell 
in executin~ it; th'of~ \\'110 aI)I)ointecl, or tl10ie \\.'110 l)re. 
tCl1d a fcrllple of COI1rC~el1ce ~tt (loill~· \\'llat al11)ears to 
thei\' difordered intelle~s to be \rlJ~t they call linfol ?-, 
:WQW, as to this) allOw me only to aik a itw plAin qud1ions~ 
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Is not every fociety divided into the &overning and the 
governed, the mailers and the feJ'vants? \Vhat i5 the 1ub. 
jet\: of allY dp.bate in the Alfembly that elHis in a vOle, 
bUl tD deternliile who is ~he one, and WllO is tIle otller ? 
\~·hell once a vote has made us mailers, does not the fame 
vote make the minority fervants? And dp I need to alk 
furtller, if there is any piece of drudgery to be perfornl
ed, who it belongs to, the maflers or th~ fen-ants! Apply 
this then to the cafe in hand: \Vho \vould hazard lli:; O\Vll 

life in fording a river, if he had a fervant to try the depth 
of it before him ? \Vho would chufe to go to a pulpit un. 
der a fhower of ftones from an enraged populace, if he 
had others under his authority, whom he could fend upon 
the fam~ ungracious errand! 

Now, the ufefulnefs of this conduCl: is very evillent : 
fDr it is plain, they will either obey or difobey. If the 
firft is the cafe, then we {han have the honor of bringing 
them, and they themfelves the profit and advantage of be. 
ing brought, into the hatred and abhorrence of the com .. 
mon people; in commendation of which flate, enough 
has been faid already. If they difobey, they muf! be de. 
pored, and call out as incorrigible, to make way for thofe 
that are better than thernfelves. This will be to the ad. 
vantage of the church: for young men, "creteris pari .. 
" bus," are nlucll better than (lId. 

As this methQd of purging the church of corrupt Itlem. 
bers is like to be a prevailing meafure in our days, I :(hall 
endeavor to fupport it by a few, but thefe demonfirative 
argume~ts; in nlon: of which., illdeed, I fhall have little 
nlore than the hooo~ of recorcling tIle fClltiments and rea .. 
foning of fome eminent men that were menibers of the 
t\VO lafi General AITenlt,lies. 

111 tIle fir!l place it is certain, that tIle comn1and e,f a 
pl'oper authority is fHffid,~nt to make any action not only 
inlloceO'c and lawful, but perfeclly right, and Hri~tly obli. 
gatory; infol11ucll that if all executioner filOtl1,l be C{)ffi .. 

manded to hang his father or fan, for praying to God, or 
reading his Bible; nay, if one of Jefus Chrift's dilCiples 
hld happened to have been a Roman foldier, and fhouJd 
have been commanded to crucify his maHer, he iliOI~w. 



have betrayed the mon egregious ignorance of the Chrifli. 
an religion, had he mad~ the lean clifficll~ty in executing 
fuch orders. 

It is to no purport: here to objeCt the immutability of 
moral laws, and the fiipreme authority of God: for if 
obedience to huhlan authority be Olle of his Jaws, as it 
plainly is, then all his other laws muff be fubmitted to 
inch alteration:; and fufpenfions as our fuperiors think pro. 
per. The apofiles do indeed fometimes fpeak of "obey • 
• , ing Gnd rather than nlan ;" but \\'e can explain this as 
eafi}}~ as ,,"e do another text, in tIle thiru chapter of the 
Romans, \vhich feems to tea!:)}, that " we filould not do 
" evil that good may come :" for as, in the CJe cafe, \vhat. 
ever pron)otes good cannot be evil; fo,:n the other, if 
human autharity be once duly interpofed, it is obeying 
God to comply with whatever is injoined thereby j and 
therefore it is impoffible that ever tllere can an interference 
happen. :J3efides, fome allow~nce mlli!, no doubt, be 
made for the difference of times, and difadvantages which 
all the ancient writers Jay under, the late fine improve. 
ments ill tIle fcience of morals not llaving tllen been ex
cogitated. ~ut I can a1fure the reader, the principle 
\llhicil I have laid do\v"n, is rlO\\l the doCtrine of this church, 
:\yherein both divines and la.wyers \\'110 are melnbers of 
Ollr Affemblies, are entirely ~greed, and ,vill not fuffer 
any body to call it in quefiion. And what an obvious 

_ b~auty ha~ flloral virttle gained from tIle del:cate alld lkil. 
ful 11ands tllat have lately beetl emplo}~ed in dreffing her 
bdyfhip ! She was on~e fiiff and rigid, like ice or cold 
iron; no\v 111e IS yieldillg as \\~atcr, an(], lil~e iron hot 
from tIle furnace, call eafil~9 lle l)caten into \\~}lat thane 

.. • a 

)·ou ~)leafe. ..1\11(1 here I Inllfi raJ', I tllitlk it fome pity 
tl1at j~ fine a gcnills as Grotills (!iel 110t fiollrifh fome\\,11at 
later, or tllat the 11)Ora1 ftJ)fe \ras not flarl(:(l a little earli
er, and fo that great l1i;ln preitn'Cd fmOl falling inlo 10 
great a l)llln(~er as the Inaillt:~illitlg, tllat "e\l'ell TIlilitary 
-" atltilorit)l lllav l'e r\.:fi!~\.:(l ; ant1 tllat 3 cafe rna,' l~ ~i\~eJl, 

., .", l. • 

~' ,vIlell a loldier OltgLt to t!iil)be)' orllers ."" for 110\V it is 
a re~led poin!, tJ-.at eren ~ccler:.:f:.ical authority (which, 
·f' h '-('!' T ., 1 I · 1. t ere ,\1ere ~11" ti:l!;. r~il~\:. _ ~lJ:O'\· CUg It rat ll:r to DC: 

• ' J 
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tbe nlilder of the t\vo) is fufficient t~ bear dO~\Fn before it 
what were once caned the" eternal,' no leis, and h inl
" mutable Jaws of morality;" and, by divine authority, 
" is paralnount to di\yine authority itfelf." 

I 1hall only ohferve t",,'o \'cry plain and clear advanta
ges in this principle, \vhereby it will appear, how happy 
it is that the church hath fallen fo entirely in with it, and 
proceeds to uniformly upon it. 

The f.rfi is, that in caft: of neceffity, an aClion which 
no body would chufe perhaps to take the weight of upon 
them, may yet be done "-ithout the lean hazard of any 
body's being calJed to account for it in the other \vorJd. 
If the doer of all attion were to be the judge of its lawful. 
nefs, he . might be damned perhaps for dcing it, in cafe 
it \vere found to be \vrong; but upon this principle of im
plicit obedience to his fupericrs, there is no repelling his 
defence: it \\'as not his province to judge \\'hether it 
,",:as hnvful or unla,,?ful; and the Affeolbly or Commiffion 
\vho gave the order, beinti bodies politic, are, by that 
time, all di[ol\"ed, and appear only in the caparity of in
dividuals. 

The other adv:lntage is this, that if the fupreme court 
of any kind, v:ere allo\ved to be the only proper judge of 
the l:n-j,9 fu!nefs of its o\vn appointments, it \vould be im
poffi~le, in the n~tnre of things, that ever there could be a 
iep:tration in the church, or a rebellion in the flate. 'fhe 
ju!tnefs of this confequence is fo evident, that I fhall Ilot 
fpend any time in illnfirating it, but heartily with the 
principle.fronl \vhich it flo\vs, were univerfaUyembraced. 

In the fccond place, the difobedient brethren have but 
one pretence for their conuuCl:, . which is groundlefs, viz. 
a ... lcruple of confcience :" as to \,.,hich, hear Dr. Good. 
nlan, a noble }-:nglitll ,,'riter: u A tender confcience is 
.. nothing elft! but an ignorant and uninfiruCled mind; 
U or a fickly, melancholy, and fuperfiitious underHand
~~ ing." j could eafily fhow, that there is no ruch thing 
as a real f~rl1ple of conJcience: the Ja\\Tyers in the Gene. 
~al.t\{fclnbly, \vho are nlen of as Rreat penetration as any 
ll1 the land, have Inoll of them plainly declared, that they 
~o nc~ ':oRCc!\'e it PQfiible. i\ certa!!l le~rned gentlelr.an 



·r this COtlrt l'3th afr.l~1 \)S~ th~t ,~king &\\":y minifitrs 
ftipenJs woul.! enl;ghter. their con!ci~ncc!.. The n:nolr1\. 
N aU!ilot of Ht.dibras is kllO"ll to be oftbe faille opinion: 
from " .. hich t\\'O authorities I ~\'i:! en,lea,·cr to al11~nd 
Dr. GooJlnln~s defillitiori: lor a "tellder con!cience is 
e;. not :l!l ignonnt m!nJ,"~ but a ,~ iun fiom~ch." Thi$ 
aCCOUJ1ts lOa appeannces bett~r .. an'..} particular!)"" (or the 
cp:ti:et of tell{~::r .. commona)- given to it, as all ph)'fiti;ms 
are agl :.eJ.. that a wound !Jpon a fuli ft.omach is ,"ery d;tn .. 
gerous. lla."illg thus f:x>tal 'lil the ,"er}~ f·QUI1J~tion or 
this pretence. it is needl~rs to go through the icvc:ral pu. 
ticuJa:s illfifi~ti t:ron b}~ the dirobCtli~nt as 11raitelling to 
them: and therefore I th.ul but in a "'oro nlelltion one 
of lilem. rfhe)- pretttnd it is a prolane farce to confer, in 
a tolenm mallnCT, the care- of tile fuuls of a certain people, 
\\"hen nothin~ is really c{'nler~l bllt a l~g;d title to a be. 

~ ~ , 

llefi~e: a~ altO, tllat tIle c,\lldidate cannot confcientiouily 
anfwcr le\-er~l of the queftions commonly put on thok oc· 
cafiolls- B\'lt is it not e~treJr.el}~ fiTm~, that any body 
~3n be to dun 3S not to reganl thefe quefiions in their ooly 
trlle and pror)c!r ligllt, as a neceilary" piece of formali~, 
u .. jihout "~:lit:h ,\ c!large of horning for the tlipell(ls COll)J 
nC't be r;.::hl -: .t\lld :ts to tIle ot!ler part of the cbjeclio~ 
\\'he:her it be not Gluch more a mock ceremOD)I', to or .. 
dain a nl~n to a COl1breg;\tioll, ,vhell a ti~!e to the bene ... 
fice cannot be co!,:'t:rrc\l, I fb~\ll :~a\ge the re~ler to deter .. 
nline, as if tIl\! c.\lc "-ere his O\l'll. 

~l'ile tllin.i Il!'illCil)ie UPOll \\'hie}l Ot'r COlll!UC\ is found .. 
ej~ is of rUt'il llnl!Jltl,te(\ \terit}p, that tIle bare mention
illg (\f it is fll:Jl~ic:tlt to COll'''i!lCe ~ll the \\'orld i:o\v Jitl!; 
it Hands in need of any proof; accC\nilngly n~ mcclefilte 
man vie\\'s it in all)' otllt:r )~g:1t than as an axionl, or 
felt:e\:!ide!lt trllt:l; lian1cl,-, rfillt if anv excu!~ fer dif. 

• • 
"beJ:ence were once admitted, or any indulgence grant-
t\.l te tllefe tender,Callf(~iellceJ illf~riors, t!1ere \\'ou),,1 he 
~tl end ~f ail gO\'"crllllleIlt ill an infia!lt; Ileith::r CO!ll

rnands 110r olledience cOlliJ pro~eed O!le flep further, 
but e,-err indivitbal inlirmncnt of power, in li:~t talll 
fodety, al!onithcd at the m:>nHrous ph<C;lomCnO!~, "iou:d 
flare a~ olle another; all the w!l:els ot tl:: political m.i-



thine "."ou~d flop at once; nay, ,,'ould fi~lit into ten 
tboufwd pieces; every relation allJ connexion of their 
parts would be intlantly di[o)ved, and the beautiful 
."holt; \\~ouJd rufh into a \\':ld chaos of anarchy and con
fufion. rfhe reader wi!! eafily believe, I am too wife to 
otTer a proof of an axiom or felf-evident truth-; how
eYer, I think it but fair to inform him, that fllch is the 
nature gf paper an<l ink, that they Ilave not the po\\·er 
of doing it all the jufiice even in narration, ~f which it 
is c3~b)e clfe\\'hcre. '\~hoever has heard the demon
hive tone, or beht1d the illfallible air, and gefllire of 
cert.in:y, \Vith which it has been afferted by an Affembl)'~ 
ontor, \,"ould be alhamed that he ever flood in need to 
be Pl)t in mind of it: fo:- o.y o\vn part, I anl fo entire
ly influenced by it, that if the moft faithful, diiigent, and 
uteI'u} iervant fhould" in the humbleft manner repretent 
~o m~" that he had a fcruple about executing any of my 
oniero.. and beg to be e~cui~l, fuppoie: from fuaving me 
on Sunday morning, and I fhouhl unfortunately be to 
hr off my guanl, as for once to indulge him, I would irn
mediat~)y dilfolvc my ,,·hole family 1 and ne\ter mor.t 
think oflodgiug with a living fQul under the fame unhap
py roof: 

Againft this principle, however, {orne have: prefllmed 
~ objed particular inflances in Scripture.hiftory, of fucb 
txcui~s being lctllally adnlitted, withOltt any apparetlt 
diji~lution of the conflitution: fuch as Gide~n's palling 
f·rom his order to llis fO!l to kill the t,'o princes of lIi-

• 
dian" and uaying them him!elf; and that of Saul, who 
when his guanls n:futCxi to fall upon the priefis, commit .. 
ted that affair to another, without any t~rthcr noile. 
Nu\\·, not to mt:ntion ~he difficulty of ar~uin6 from f:lfu 
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Gf an al1\:i~!:lt date, citeu ~niy h)9 one :l!lt!:o~, :1ntl that 
very curtly, I humbly con:e~\·e ~~~:e ini:~n~~s produced, 
make diretlly againll the 0 :ljeftin:l ; tor it appears to Ine 

very evident, tnlt the ktn~dcm W&lS taken from Saul, and 
gi\~ell to Da\-id, for tllis v:!ry re:l!on, he being \1116t to 
gcvern, by thus aHowing lis author:ty to be trampltu 
upon. Nor will it be ~~fy to afllgn any d,!terent r.:aJoo, 
\\"hy none! of the pollerit}9 <If Gide~n \\ltere e'-tr p~rlilit. 
tell to rll!e ifraeJ. -rhere :\1~ fon1e later infiallces of init 
f.1rt, n~arer Ilome, thrO\Vil \1\1 by ul&tl1o\v polit tCi3J1S; as 
t!lat of th(~ Ilangman at A }"I·, \,·ho refufed :0 execute the 
\\ri)igs in Killg C}larles tile lId's time; 3n\~ that \"hien 
llappene<.) a fe\v years ago at,long oRrJeJ\-es, \\'hcn th: ti. 
,-il gO\~t!rl~lllent overlooke:.l the (!ifobe(lieJ1Ce of a jet of 
refradory derg~l'men who ref lfed to read the aCt of par
lianlellt againfi: the mUfl!erers of Captsill Porteous. III the 
firfi of thele caies, the judge$ lttcd in a laud.lbie mllmer ; 
for they deprived t~e man of his benefice: ~nJ for the 
crinle of rlis difolleliit!llce, I am perfuad~d he died cllildlefs. 
for I have ne~er beanl of any of his pofierity in th~t p3rt 
of tIle COIII.try. 111 the other catc, I confc:ls the go\'em. 
lllel1t ·,\·as nlucil to lle blamed j and h,\ve Jong been or' 
op~!lioll, tllat tl~~ir lletcllable lenity, at tllat tiI11e, \\pas the 
Cdllte of ti1e late rellCllioi1, \\'hicll follo\\-etl 10 loon :tete, 
it. It is to be 110llC(1 the)9 ,viII tak~ \\·amillg for the tinle 
to COtile; for I :tIll perfultle(J, Olle otller illftallce of the 
Jame kind would effetluaUy It:t the Prdender upon t;~.:: 
tllrOlle of Britalfl. 

rrhc h.n principle which I fllall mention~ antI w!.ich. 
\\·itll ttl:: refl, I am ftlre is abu n(lantl}~ ftlfficielll to itlP
port t:1~ nll:,inl l~iJ ()u\\"11 for our concluCt., is., Ffhat the 
b~fl nl!:tl!c~l of cO:l\·i~lioll~ allli of all others tIle nlni1 
·'-0-"'·" "01' --. C'lllll.-C}' ("0'-.'" l·~ tll-"'· ""-·}'lthO''''lt,r i;.n"'''r~·''\·l·l'l l~. -1' .... '· ., ',a .... ,l " ~ 1 .. \\.Vll~ ... ' ~ '_' J".;':-v.\.\.\ • 

its higl~ctt rig~r 1,:-9 cellt~lrC3, \\"ll:ch Ola}· be t~lt l)}~ nlell of 
tile \.lu!lcJi c3paciti,"~s" :15 ll~I!)~fitio'l, arl{l f111i)ellfioll fronl 
1 t' 11 ,'l' I' I 1'· O~llell\~~ ~l$ \\'~. "~'~~!l'l.(..~. t: ',C g:lCttlle!s vt all lrgu-
lll~tlt, ()r l:le t:X(c:I:'Cil~)· l)f a Illl t!lo\.l , i~ tv lle Ineafllrc.:~l 
b}: ! ile tr~tlt,e"(i' ()l' rl6 CCllr!C ti~t\t i~ il:~tl to it, I tilillK 
l':.):~~ Ca!l (!iii'!!~:: r~r~re(!~llC)" ~':i~Jl ti!lS.. It n1llfi !1C ll· 
l ,,\,,··,' t"\ ;h_ I\f' -,i ••. , :,..... \ :"" .,~-"\(" (~"r:(t;al1 11'''~''hc I· i" _ \...., • \J,. _ , '- • .. , ~ ...' _ ..... • , l ~ '.... • I.. _ 1 l t ~ I _ \ 6 , _ ~ i -, : .... 



.. 1 1 ~]' '" .. 1 r reit'll:' O\"tr t ~e '\'Jll' c ('I~!~rl.!l \, .!:.out 3 TI\"~ , lor J"laZI\· o 
ages; and thou.~il rro~di:.!llt~ Jor a \;"!ll:e p~t~nJ~,: ::"\ 
filld flU!t \,~i(h it ill tilt: iJal),,!s of t!lt:ir CI!~JJli~s: , .. :'t, 

• 
u-hit.:ll (\1' t)lt:ll' all, \~·Jlen ti~e\· ~c3nle at'l:: :0 m:tkc t:i~ 

• 
of if, h.l~"e not trieJ it ill tl!rir turn: ~\nJ ,,'he,ilcr \\ c 
con!i-.lt:r t;l~ nl,~iorit)·, 1")- '\'ho!~ Ilands t!lis ~'c3pon is t~ 
be wid ... k\l, {\r the: miU,)r!£r up~n whom th~ weight of it 
mun ':tH, it wiil plai'lly ap~:lr to b~ admii~h!y 1i::rcd to 
the Jlrd~nt timt!s. .As to the: b~afls of burd~n, who (.II! 
to l~ t.1ri\·~li ~). this tnetboc]l t!Je}- :tr~ kllO\\"n to l1e tuch 
dun andlif'eleJs J.n:tn?lis (:~s they are moll of dlem pail 
the \'i~or of yo~th) lhlt no other argument tan make nny 
itnprdlion upon 6em~ H\)\\t!'er a horre might be n101, 

nage\!, \\~ho is a gellerolls creatllre, no lxxly «:Olild think' 
of another mettoJ to make an :Us mo\-e, but confiantJy 
to ~)abollr its fides, There canllot be a cledrer e\'"idence 
of the dulnefs and ftupidity of there obfiinate beings we 
have to do \vith, than the e~pellce of r!letoric that has 
ken thro\\"n a\\~y UpOll t!~tm, to perfu~(le them of & 

thing as clear as the fun, viz. that ;r they had any con ... 
fcience they would depofc them feh>e s, and yield their 
place to more pliable fuc~dTors. They even pretend con ... 
fcieuce here again; and tell us they are placed in a flati4 
on which they dare nct detErt, unlers they be thrufi out of 
it. Xow, let the T:"der judge ho\~ incapable of perfua
lion one mufi be, to fin,-l difficult}~ in fo plain a cafe ; and 
therefore hO\\· necefiary it i~ that a more eifeaual method 
ihould l)e tried. 

• • 
On the other hand, the nlajority in Aifemblies and 

CdmmifflOns feems, at prefent, to be pec~li3.rly adapte:.I 
to fuch a DlethO\.i of conviaion' as I ha,~e mentioned. 
One part of our firength :ies in the laity who attend ~ur 
judicatures; thefc!, as th-ey po!fds no benefice in the 
church, they are out of the reach of tllis fOlt of cenfur~, 
an"l therefore are 0111\, cJ.pallJe of infliclillg, but not of-
tattering it; and as · they arc not much accuftcmed to 
fo!ving cafes of confcien.:e, what other method Cln oc--ur 
to them, when things of this nature are thrown in their 
,,·a}~, than tIle Il\Ore ~elltleman-like 111etllod, for \\'hicll 
.A!exand~r the Gre:l~ is [0 juflly celtbrated, ,·i:6. cutting , - ~ .. c I ' 

~ ()1.. 11 • , 



thr t1WbIefome knot, which the}p ,,·ouid lintl tedious and 
diticult to unt~e ~ The reft of :lur fide confifis in clergy of 
the youngeR IOrt ; who, as they are imitators of the man. 
neTS of gentlemen .. may be fuppofal to a'~ with the fame 
fpint in puhJ:.: jud~ment. Thou~h they can give Bon. 
fifhes ('f'rhetoric enotlgh; nay, though of Olle of them in 
particular, I nlay literally Jay 1 

--.---He C3nnot ope 
His mouth, but out there 6ies a trope ,; 

yet as for logic, it is wen kneown this -part of edut'ltiQo is 
taIlen into great contempt; and it is not to be expe6td

t 

that fum brifk and li\~ely fpirit~!l \\ .. ho have al\\~a}"s hated 
e\'ery thing that looked fcholafiic-like, can bear to be tied 
down to u1e firitl methods of argtlmentation. But though 
we were greater mafters in this metbod of convillion, yet 
our blood may be eafily fuppofed too warm for any thing 
that is fo no,," 1 and at. bell 10 uncertain in its fuccefs. No; 
we are now the majority ~ and our power as a late acquifi
tion, is the more agreeable for being Ile,,,; we muG tafie 
the [\veets of authority 1 which can only be by compeUing 
our itlferiors to obey us. If our fenteIlces are executed, 
it is the fame thing to the new incumbent, the iame thing 
to the church in' general, and the fame thing to us, wbe
,llcr the executors are ~"j)ling or ufl\,·.:il1ing; for, as to 
that w~ole matter of confcicnce, about \vhich fo much 
noire is made, I have alreadv related our fentiments; 

<# 

from whence it is evident, that fuch nOllfenfe, as laying a 
violent temptation in men's way to aCt a~ainft the light of 
their o,,'n mind, is Ilothing but \\~ords '~9itllotlt a meaning. 
And as to tile e~l)ref1ion oftJle apofl1e Paul, abct!t cburch. 
power, which he uks o\:er and G.'er as~in, tha.t it is i' for 
~, Cd·l!~C~~ion, and Ilot for deflrt,tti~t1 ;') it is 110 feerer, th3t 
there is a \-aricus readin~; and if otlce \ve had, " ior de
" ftr~aion and Ilot for e(lification," ellabliflled as tIle true 
reading, which, if we \\'ere de~Iers in criticilm, might per. 
haps he e~\fiIy done, we {heuld not only get rid of thil 
troublefome te..~t, but make an acquifition of it en o~r fide 
uf the queUion, to the confufion of cur greateft enemies. 
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The chara8er which moderate men give tiltir adver. 
firie$, of the olthodox party, mull always be that of 
" knaves" or 'c fools ;" and, as occafio·,} ferves, the fame 
perfon (ifit will pafs) may be reprefented as a c., knave~ 
at one time, and as a " fool" at another • 

THE jufinefs of this proceeding may be eafily made ap
pear. The principles of moderation being fo very evident 
to rearun, it is a demonfiration, that none but unreafonable 
men can refift their influence: and therefore \\ge cannot 
fu!,pofe, that fuch as are ag3inll us can be fo from con· 
fcience. Befides, fetting afide the fuperior intrinfic ex
cellellce of the one fet of princi pIes above the other, there 
are muth Ilronger cam'll motives, to fpeak in their own 
ftyle, to aa in their way, than in ours; and therefore 
there is great ground to conclltde, tJlat they aCt from hy
potrify, but not fo of us. Ffhey pleaie the people; W~ 
p1eafe, at lean endeavor to pleafe, thofe of high rank. 
Now there are many remarkable advantages they gain by 
»leafing the people; " .. hereas it is evident, " ex poR fae .. 
,. to," that we gain nothing by pleafing the gentry; for 
they never tratnpled u~~f)n us fo much as of late; and 
have entirely (lefeated-our application to parliament f~r 
augmentatiCln of fl:ipend. So far are we from being in 
any refpeCl: the hetter of the gentry, that Wc;l have really 
greatreafon to conlplain of them; for when we have en
deavored to ingratiate ourfelves with them, by foftners 
and complaifance, ancJ by going confldenble lengths 
\fith them in their freedom, they oftentimesmoft unge
neroufly defpife us but the more : nay, many of them 
have firft taught us to livt: at a high rate, and then refufe 
to give llS any thing to ke~p it up. No\v, as we men of 
reafon could not but forefee this, it is plain nothing but 
the moll ditinterefie(l virtue could lead us to aa as \ve 
llave done. \\7hereas, on the otller hand, the ortllodolC 
have gaineJ, and do pollefs the eileenl of the common 
people; and fo, it is plain they could ha\'e 110 other vie\v 

, in their condua but to attain it. Ho"tvtr, to 1hcw our 
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charitj·, we allo\v there are fome on their fi(le \vho are 
inditTer~llJy honeft; but thele are men of very weak 
inrelleCluals, as i~ evident from their not thillking as we 
d~ . 

1~he other part of the Dlaxim is abundantly reafonable, 
but not fo eafily put ill practice, viz. reprefenting the 
fame individual perron fometimes as a knave, and fom~. 
times as a fool. This. affil.ir is fometimes unluckily ma
naged, \vhen it is incautioufly attempted. In ofcier to its 
being done fuccefsfully, therefore let the following rule~ 
be obffrved. 

1ft. Let a man be reprefented as a knave and a hypo. 
crite to one fort of people in the \\1orld; and jtt h~m be 
repreJented· as a fool, not to the fame, but to anottJer fort: 
let the firfi ~e clliefly your better fort of people" particu
la-rly tho[e alnong tilem that hate much prot~ffion of reli
gion, and are apt to call. all firiCtnefs h}~pocri(y: tIle otller 
it is I)laill, mull be the fioll)le and cre(iulollS. '. 

1'11e fecon(l rule is, tllat, if poiiiDle, there fhOll1d be 
(ljfferent perf OIlS ernployed in iprea(liJlg thefe different 
calulnlues of tIle falne man. By tIllS apparent confifi
ency in every one~s opinion with itfelt~ the)· \vill be the 
JllOre eafily maint~ined, and be the lefs liable to difcove
ry: and thus, ~s the leveral wheels of a watch, by oppO
:lite nlOtions) prOlllote the fame end; fo the feveral rneql
hers of tlle nloderate body, by fee!ningly different and op .. 
pofite means, confpire in promoting the good of the \v llole. 
'fIle principle upon which there- t\VO rllles are fOllnd~d, 
is, 1""'11.at probability ought to be fiudied in every fal11100d 
we \,,90uld llave belie\Ted; \\-hicll pritlciple is Jaid dO\VD, 

and finely illeftrated, in the Art of Political I.ying, faid to 
be wrote by one Dr. Arbuthnot. 

It will not, I hope, be reckoned wandering from my 
fubjeCl:, when I oblerve, that the very fame principle of 
fiudying probability is to be applied to the celebration of 

- tIle cllaratlers of our friends, as \\'~Il as tile dt:fanlCltion of 
o[r enemies.. There t,\,O (lefi~lls incleed have a very 
firong connexion, and do mutually fupport and p:o:110te 
one another. Prailing one charach:r is, by neceffary and 
.ll;\nit~n confequence, a dtf~mation of it~ oppofite; and, 
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in fome cafes, which may eafily be conceived, it is the 
Ploil eligible, and the mon effeCtual way cf doing it. I 
have been prefent at a converfation, where the chief in
tention of one of the fl)eakers, ano what he had moll at 
heart, "l'as to ruin tile charaCter and reputation of a cer
tain perlon who bappened to be mentioned, with his 

· hearers; but l1e cou1d not \veli know, \\·hether they were 
able to bear a large (luantity of ul1mixed reproach, he 
chofe the \vifer an(l fafer Inetllocl, of celebrating another 
charaCter, an(} clra,\J·ing it with all his art, in fllCh a man. 
ner, as the firongell oppofitivn poffible might ~ppear, in 
fome of its circunlfiallces, to that of the perfon intended· 
to be wounded by refleCtion. · 

But in this, as ill the fornler tare, great judgment and 
prudence mull be ufed ; nothing muli be faid, the con
tr:lr}p of ,vhich is, or may be eafily kno\vn to be true; 
and particularly all the antiquateu orthodox phrafes, in 
gi\·ing a minifler's charaCter, are to be religioufl)- avoid. 
ed. The neceffity of this (lireaion wiil beft appear from 
an example: Suppofe I {honJd fay of 1\lomus, he was a 
youth of early, antI continues to be a man of eminent 
pie~}~, \\"alking ·\\~ith God, aIld fpending many llours 
every day in fecrct devotion; has a deep and -firong 
fenre tlPO!1 IllS nlind, of the \Vort}l. and vallIe of time, and 
lays it Otlt \vll0II}7 in fittin~' others and llitnfelf for eter
nity; bas fo facred a regarcl for truth, that he never tells 
a lie, e\7en in je(l; llas a nloft humble deportment, and 
is perft!Ctly free from tllat ~revailing fault of triumpl1ing 
over the \veak or lllame.facell by raillery or impudence; 
has be~n frequentiy heard to exprefs his difpleafure at 
allleDity of carri\lge., arld frothy ll11profitable difcourfe, 
ill perfons of the facred charaCters; and as he was always 
himfdf remarkable for a purity of (;o!1verfation, fo bv can
not allo\v the n10ft (lifial1t allllfion to obfcerlity to pafs 
\vithout a rellroaf; in fl10rt\ 11is who!e behavior commands 

a 

both the reverence and lo'.c'e or- all who have i..te happi-
nds of his acquaintance. I fay, if I fuould dra\v the 
characler of :\Ionl1l3 1tl tllis mallner, as fome authors do 
!h~le of the Puritan c;er~y -~bout a hundred years ago, 
Jt IS 1)robabh: hI; \\'cuLl gi \'e me no thanks: and indeed, 



lle would owe 'me none; for it would have much more 
the air of a fatire than of a panegyric. 

. 

It is, however, poffihle to draw a charaaer of the fame 
pe?fon, which fhall have fome truth, and much probabil\. t, in it; and which, as being the charaCter of Ii modern, 
ihall be much more in the modern commendatory Ryle. 
He is a man of a Inon fprightly and Jively falley, of an in. 
exh21uilibJe fund of wit and humour, \vhere he pleafes to 
difp)ay itt though the iniquity of the times has, in fome 
meafure, checked its indulgence. He is, notwithfiand
ing the grimnefs of his COulltenance, entirely free from 
any fournefs or morofenefs of temper, fo tllat in Ilis con. 
verfation a man may enjoy all manner of eafe and free
dom. He is "\ moft genteel and elegant preacher and poet ; 
and, to my know ledge, a man of a warm and good heart •• 

, 

1\1 A X I II XII. 

As to the world in generai, a moclerate man is to have 
great charity for Atheifis ancl Deifts in principle, ~and 
for perfons that are loofe alld vicious in their pratlice ; 
but none at all for thofe that llave a high profeffion of· 
religion, ancl a great pret~nce to ftriClncfs in their walk 
and converfation~ 

7HIS maxim fe@ffis to be pretty firongly laid; and yet, 
UpOll a firiCl: inqtliry, it will be found that we follow it 
very exaCtly. That \ve have· cllarity for tbe firil-nlen
tioned fort of perfons, is evident;, for we endeavor to ac
commodate ourfelves to tllem, a.nd draw as near tllem as 
poffibly we can, infifiing upon nothing in l'ur fermons 
but what may be faid to be a pan ... or an improvement, of 
the law of nature. , And as to our having no charity for 
the otller fort, it is as evidellt; witnefs the odious idea 
\ve have affixed to the name of a profcffor (unlefs when it 

* This cxprefilon, " a man of a good h~art," is mllch in' fafu
iQn anl0ng the nloclel'ate, alld of great iignificancy and heauty ; 
l)\lt it is oniy to l)c \li~<.l ill ft.>caktHg to l)cl'fons of fOlllC degrc(~ 
of taftc , for I knc,v a l)articular inflancc in ,r llicll it tlifohli~cd 
th~ llerfon it was inten(lell to guin. 
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is meant of a proleffot in a college ;} and witnefs OUt iron
ical way of fpeaking, when we fay of a m311, he has a 
"grave fantlified air." Nay, even holinefs and godli
nefs a~ feldom t2ken by -us in a very good fenfe: \\phen 
we ilV, 'i One of the hoI}' bretllren, " or, "A good godly 

~ 

"lady," they would miflake us very much that would 
think \ve had a high opinion of any of there ~rfons. 

'fhis our condutt a certain young man of the Qrthodox
tide, refletled very fevere!] upon, as he thought, in a 
fermon, which he! after\varus printed, in worns to tllis 
purpofe: "They can indeed talk very fluently of uni .. 
t& verfal benevolence, and-a charitab!e candid difpofition-
" but their charity is confined to thore who favor their 
t( opinions, or per;laps are indifferent about religion alto
"gether; while the lean appearance of ferious devotion. 
., or fervent zeal fo~ God, is ellough to forfeit it. Indeed 
" this charity is as myfterious as the faith of the moR hi. 
"gotted Catholic; it is equally full of contradiCtions; 
" and feems refolved to found itielf, not upon evidence, 
"but upon the want of it. \Vhere every thing has the 
"worft appearance, there they will believe well; but 
" where the outward conduCt is blame leis, they candidly 
" fufpeB: that nothing but hypocrify lies at the bottom." 
But, \~ith the ieave of this fmart youth, what he fays of 

. llS is very true, and we maintain it to be rigllt: for tIle 
very meaning of charity is to believe without evidence; 
it is no charity at all to believe good of a man \vhen we 
fee it, but when we do not fee it. It is with charity in 
fentiment, as with (!harity ill fupplying the \Vflots of the 
neceffitOUs; ~"e do Ilot give alms to the riell but to the 
poor. In like lllanner, \vhen there are all out\vard .p
pearances of goodnt!fs, it requires no charity to believe 
,,,ell of the periol1s: l)ut \911tl1 tl1ere are none at all, or per. 
haps very nlany to tIle contrary, tl1en I \vili mailltain it 
is charit)" and cllarity ill its perteCtion, to believe well 
of them. SOllIe objt!Cl: tCJ tIl is, \Vtll, fince it is your will, 
have charity fo~· tlleOl; btlt have charity alfo for rueh as 
are apparently good. Oh! the fiupid world! and flow 
of heart to conceive! is it llot evide[lt to a denlotlilration, 
that if the appe:lrance of wic.kednefs b~ the foundation of 



ch,rity, the appearance of goodnefs, which is i~s opilout!, 
m'Jfi be the foundation of a quite co .. ~trary judgment, viz. 
fmpetling, or rather belie\'ing ill of them? If any nill in. 
fill, That if not charity, yet jullice fhouJd illciine us to 
believe \vell of thenl? as I llave feemillgly cOllft:rr~(l; I 
anf\ver, That \V~ have no occafioll for juJlice, if \\'e !la\'e 
charity; for ch.·uity is more than ju:iil..i"', eVtn as ~he 
whole is more than a part: but though I have fuppcfcd, 
" argumentandi gratia," that jufiice requires th,S~ y~t it is 
not my fentiment; for the perron meant being uL.:l1y . 
great enemies to us, are thereby cut off from any claim 
i:t jufiice to our good opinion; anfl being alfo, .as has been 
proved, improper objeCts of charity, it remains that we 
fhould hate them with perfea hatred, as in faa we do. 

:\1 A X I}I XIII. 

Au.. moderat€; men are joined together in the ftriaeft 
bond of anion) and do never tail to fupport and defend 
one another to the utmofi, be the caufe they are enga
ged in what it \vill. 

THIS maxim I do not infert fo mIlch for the inftruaion 
of the ignorant, as for the perfeaion of my own plan, 
and the ,honor of the w~ole body; for I have hardly ever 
kno\\-n it fail in allY infiance \vhatever. And as this cha
raCter belongs, \vithout cot)tro\'erfy, to all the llloderate, 
fo it belongs to thenl by an exclufive privilege; for they 
do mon loudly complain of, and load with moR opprobri. 
OllS epitllets, an)' of tile ortho(lox, \vho attenlpt to imitate 
tllenl ill it, as has beell ionletinles knv\vn. NotlliIlg in
(leecl call be 1110re jllfi and reafOI1(lt)~l! tIlan tllefe com
p1aints j for fuch COl!tiUct in the orthoo0X is a plain de
fertioll of their O\vn princip!es, a robbery and invafion of 
t11e propert)p of 0t!iers. COil f~~iellce, !J I}Oll \\-hicll they 
prete!lll to ac.l', iSi of ~!l thii1~S, tIle nlofi ftiff atlu illflexi
bJe; a[}cl caTlnot tly a11y- art, t'e Inolilded into another 
1hlpe, thJ.n. that whic. it n.c.!raHy hears: whereas the 
\vll0le principles or nlodt;r~\tl')ll are lilOfl gentle ancl duc
tile, and may ue applied to almoft ~1l purpofes imasinable• 
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If anJ', throug)J all ellviollS il)6J~lit}·, elltertaii) a llOtl1)t 

oit!:e lrl!!h affcrleJ ill tile nl:lxim, tllt:y are ret~:re(), for 
fatistlB ~onl t') tJlt.~ hiilory of the proccetlillgs of lll~S t:1!UfCll 

fur tht~C: t\r~llt}' }'e~rs Ilafi, \"hie)l 1 take to have betr} l!lt: 

true rc:forlning Ileriod; alld are llereby llelictl to prex}uce 
atl illfiancc ill \\~llicll any mo(lcrate man, \\-ife or unwif~, 
oM or young .. gr~ve or iprightly, failed to concur in fup
porting one of his o\\:n fide, whateTer was his caufe, ac: 
thge or paffive, a proJetl. for advancement, or the danget 
of a profecution. Let but one of us fiart a fclleme, in 
which he may find his account, or become candidate for 
an office, the whole, upon the firft impulfe, as the concor .. 
dant fir!ngs of a mufical infirument anfwer to the touch, 
return and reverberate the found. If Momus unwarily 
makes a fally into the territories of " good-humoured 
"vice," and is u11happily betrayed by thofe ,vho ought 
not to have been trulled; how powerfully is he uphel(l 
by the graven of the )larty, and the uncharitable malevo
lent enemy flung and defiroyed, like the bear in the fa
ble, for difiurbing the hive of indufirious bees? Nay, as a 
yet ftronger in fiance, (being more againft nature) I could 
fbe\V, in the reconIs of a certain prelbytery, declarations 
figned by the InOn moderate hands, and yet containing as 
high and ranting expreffions in favor of the rights of the 
Chriftian people, as ever were ufed by the moft orthodox 
writer; bec~ufe, lly a -,vonderful concurrence of circum
fiances, they ferved, at thlt tif!le, to promote the fetttle
ment of a moderate man. 

E\·ery eye nluit iInmediateIy perceive the beauty and 
excellence of this part of our charaCter. '\That more 
amiable than union? or what more neceffary to the fup
port of any fociety? and what more hateful ana horrid 
than difcord and divifion? Is it not alfo, by this very 
means, that \Ve have obtained the viCtory, and do Uill pre
{erve our fuperiority over the orthodox party? rrheyare 
l\'holly ignorant of the laws of fociety, as they have been 
lately well ex plained by fome of our brethren in print ; 
anJ know not that all who enter into it, gi\re up their 
rights as individuals, and are bound" to follow what they 
" di~ap~rove;" to fee with the eyes, and aa for U1e in~ 
tereft ct the \'·!~ol~ bodv. 

\~·n'_.. 1 J r_ "K k 
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It muft be no fmall commendatbn of ruch condufl, 
that in fo doing we either follow, or are followed, by ths 
moll eminent and illufirious charaCters in this nation. 
It is probabJe there may be fe\~eral controverted elections 
tried bc:fore: the: parliament in a fhort time; and I dare 
fay .. · any wife man will foretel their iffue in each cafe, 
much more certainly from the chara8er of the perfon. 
than froln the merits of the caufe. And it is ,yith rome 
pleafure I obferve, that whoever began this praCtice firft, 
we have carried it to the: greaten perteCtion: for amongft 
us, the charatlers of men ha \re been openly pleaded in 
defence t)f tlleir caufe, whicll, if I am not miilaken, hath 
hardly eyer l)fen done in any civil court. 

How admirabJ}' does this principle fall in with the 
fcherne of philolophy upon which the prefent generation 
is formed! It illuflrates the truth of Mr. H n's doc
trine, That virtue is founded upon iniliptl: and affeCtion, 
and not upon reafon: that benevolence is its iource, fup. 
port, and perfeCtion; And that all the particular rules of 
conduCt are to be fufpended, when the}~ feem to interfere 
with the general good. In fhort, it fhews that the mode. 
rate are a tranfcript in miniature, and do mon difiinCtly 
exhibit "the order, proportion, and unit}- of defign in tile 
Ulliverfal 1Yflem. 

1'ime WOllld fail me, if I filould go through all the ex
cellencies of this crowning maxim; and therefore I fhall 
only further obferve, that it excels all the known princi. 
pIes of aCtion for clearnefs and perf picuity. I n order to 
determine which fide to chufe in a difputed queftion, it 
requires no long difcuffions of rearon, nt) critical inquiry 
into tIle truth of controverted faCts, but only fome know. 
ledge of the charaCters of men; Zl fiuely much more agree
able, as \vell as more comlnOll, than that of books. To 
fpeak mere properly, it requires no fiuely at all of any 
kind; for, as to the grofs, or general tendency of a cha
raCter, common fame communicates the impreffion, and 
feldom or never deceives us. This is probably the rea .. 
fon tllat tile maxilll, as llas been obfer\'ed at the begill11ing 
(If the i11uilration. is ccnflantly and unerringly followed 
l)y the moderate of every aie and contlit.ion:· on which 
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sccount I give it as my opinion, that it be adtled to the 
number of the feelings, which are at prefcnt fa much up
on the growing hand. 

Thus I have lai(l dow1l antI iJ)llfirated there excellent 
maxims, not \vithout labour and expence of thought; 
atld I think, carried them fo far as to make a complete 
(ynem for the education and accomplilhment of a. mode
rate clergyman, for his guidance in public judgment. and 
his direCtion as to private praCtice. And 110\V, courteous 
reader, 2.S a traveller, after having gone throu~l) the dif .. 
ferent parts of a country, afcends fome eminence to re· 
view t~e whole, let us nand (liH auJ rejoice O\'er the 
happy fiate of our mother.church of Scotland, in which 
moderation fo greatly prevails; and let us rejoice inhope 
of what improvements {he may yet arrive at, by aclher. 
ing to thefe maxims, now digdled into fuch admirable 
form and order. 0 what noble, fublilTle, allJ impene
trable fermons fha!l now be preiched! l\,That viCtories 
and triumphs fhall be obtained over the fiupil! populace, 
by forced fc:ttlemt*ots, which never have ruch a beautiful 
and orderly form, as when finifhed by fold:ers, nlarching 
in comely array, witll fhilling arms: a perfeCt ilnage of 
the church. militant ! And what perrealy virtuous and 
finlefs lives fhall be led by thefe clergy, who with neady 
eye, regard the good of this vall whole, which never yet 
went \VTong! Ttlere is notlling in(lee(i that any ,yay tar
nifhes the beauty of this profpect, but the milcarriage of 
the augmentation-fcheme; over \vhich I could 110\V la. 
ment in eiegiac firains, but that my hope is not yet quite 
extinCt; for \vIlO can tell \vhetller, \Vhell \\"e fuJll have 
brought moderation to pertt:Clion, when we Hlall have 
driven away the whole common people to the Seceders, 
who alone are fit for them, and captivated the hearts of 

. the gentry to a love of our folitary temples, they may not 
be pleafed to allow us more nip~ns, becaufe we fhall have 
nothing to do but to fper.\l them? 

I woukl now propole, that the next enfuing General 
AUembly would appoint (what indeed I mi~ht not with. 
out fome realon expeCt, whether tbey appoint it or not) 
that all the proteiiors of divinity in the nation ihall kc .. 
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ture one day every ,,·eek upon this fyfiem of moder:ltion. 
th't our youth may be trained up from their infancy in a 
t~fie for it. This, I am fure, will he much more pro. 
fitable than any of the at\tiquated fyfiems of divinity, as 
PiClet or Turretine; na}-, I am perfuadecl, it is more ex
aeuy calculated for the prefent times, than e\7en the more 
mo~cm author~ EpiCtetus and 1.tlarcus Antoninuss which 
lail, in l\fr. Fotl1is's tranflation hath, h}· many }"oung die 
vines, in their firfi year, been miftaken for .Afarkii M~. 
dulla Theologi(C. · 

If this mv treatife ihall meet \\9ith tIle fuccers "nd ac-- . 

cepta.nce that it jufUy deferves, it is my intention te, offer 
to the public a niH more minute and particular rleline. 
;1ticn of the moderate character, either in another book 
of 3. different form froDl thi!;, or perhaps in a fecond 
editiollof the fame ; ,\~h!ch fi1l1I ill that cafe, be tl~e text, 
and to \\1hich I ,viII adtllar~e explanator}? notes, contain~ 
ing much private hifiory, and referring to many particu~ 
lar faCts, i!l oT(ler to rencler it tIle Illpre grdttfu), as well 
as the 1110re itlfirt!Cti!1g to tile realler. I Jla,ie allo by me 
the h fiamina vitre" of many ufeful ~m<.l edifying treatifes, 
\\"Ilich {hall be proclucecl in dll~ tillle, as the Ultlfes filal1 
gi,"'e affifiance; flIel] as, The art of making a flouriflled 
fermotl \\lith '}cr}~ little matter, by a proper Inixture of 
fimilies, and by repeating every paragraph over again in 
tIle form of a foliloqllY: One reiolution of all cafes of 
confcience, frol1) the good of the whole fcherne: A di. 
reCtory for pray~", upon the .I'ame fcherne: l'he horrid fin 
.nd danger ofminillers fpending too }.nllch time in ca
techifing and vifiting in COUlltry. parifhes; I do not make 
a11Y n)eIltiun of to\\911S, to a\~oi(l gi\;ing offellce; as allo, 
leU it fhould prove true what I ha\'c beard, tha~ the prac
tice is fcarcely known in any of our great towns, in 
which cafe, my reaf..'lnings would look like beating the 
air. Thefe, with many ot~ers, l am with affiduolls care 
purchafing materials for completing, by obfervation and 
converfation, that our church may go on in a progreffive 
motion toward the zenith of pt:r:ection and meridian 'pf 
~l~ry. 
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1 rnan now fllUt up this work, by acquaintinti the 
readtr with a fecret, which perhaps he would not other
wi)\! ad\?ert to, viz. that I enjoy the pleafure of baving 
done a thing feemingly quite impratlicabJe. I have giv
en the moderate, and thofe \vho defire to be infirlJCied in 
t~!t fdence, a complete view of the maxims and princi
pIts of moderation, without, at the fame tinle, profiitu
ling or giving them up to the poffeffion of ~very common 
reader. Perhaps fome will alk, how I imagine I Ilave 
effeCted tllis? I anfwer, that I have 10 franled the whole 
of my book, that it is really intelligible only to pcrfon$ 
duly qualified; and to every fuc!) perron it is tranfparent 
as the Ipring-water. ! have given only moderate reafons 
for moderate principles, fo that however firongly they 
may convince fome, viz. thofe of our kidney, others 
they will be fa far from convincing, that they will be 
thought to operate a quite contrary way. I have managed 
this fa carefully, that I could venture to lay a wager of 
all that I am worth, that th is treatife fhan be taken, by 
very mallY, to be the \vork of an orthodox pen, and to 
be intendecl as a ballter upon 1110clerate men and t!leir 
way. FrIley \~iill be te~pted to laugh at us, \\·hom they 
'rill imagille to be expofed l)y tllis revelation of our m},t: 
teries: l)ut 110\v ing~nioufly are they deceived? For, by 
that very means, every properly prejudiced micd is fur .. 
nifhed \vith a complete fyflem, ll}10n \\,hich to form his 
fcntiments, and ri,;gulate his conduct. 
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TO THE 

NOB I L I 'f Y AND G E N TRY 

O~ 

S COT LAN D, 

• PAB.-TIClJLA&LY 

uthojlhemas are ELDERS of tbe CHURCH, ond frt
Ijuent/y 111empcrs of the GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

Right Honorable, and Right WorfhipfuI, 

THERE was pre6J~ed to the Ecclefiafiical CharaCter. 
iftics a ludicrous lledication; there feerns therefore 

(ome propriety in prefixing a ferious dtdication to this 
Apology. To whom it ought to be addrdfed, could fcarce 
adtnit of a momellt's llefitatioll. It profeffes to aim at 
promoting the interell of religion in the Church of Scot. 
land; and certainly ,none have it fo much in their power 
to preferve or improve the confiitlltion, both in churcb 
and fiate, as your Lordfhips and Worfhips. 

I am not to flatter YOlJ with an entire approbation of 
your pafi: condllct as cllurch-members. Tile defiJn of 
this addrefs is rather to befeech you, in the mon r~f pea:. 
ful manner, ferioufly to confider, whether you ought any 
longer to give countenance to the meafures which have for 
fome time generally prcv.~iled. I am encouraged to this, 
by refte8ing, that it is to you, indeed, we are obliged for 
fetting fome bounds to the attempts of the high-flying cler. 
gy. I could give feveral inflances of this; but fhall onty 
me~tion one, becaufe it is very.recent. In the Affembly 
1761, it was evidently o\ving to tlle honorable members, 
that a fanClion was not given to a refohltion, of infliCting 
cenfures upon mininers, merely for preaching to their 
own people at their defire: a thing [0 odious in its ap-
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pearance, and fo dan~ero~s as an examp!e, that no cir. 
cumllantes or ends \0 be fen'ed by it, cotJld poflibly jufti. 
fy it. _ 

I have already hinted, that you are mon U abJe" to 
J>rO~llote faJutary meafures in the church-courts; gi\-e me 

• leave to a(ld. that I firlnly belie\-e }'OU "'ill ~ firft "\\'jJI. 
" ing" to make any chan)!e for the ~tter. Indi,-it!u:l1s 
may, but, in the prefect ftate of human nature, it ought 
not to be expetled, that the majority of any body of men 
will give up private benefit in wealth, power, or e~e, for 
public good. Therefore, when once the c1ergy are cor. 
rupted, their reformation can be looked for from the: laity 
on!y, and not from the!Jlfdves. There is an obft:rvat:on 
to this purpoft: in the Rev. Dr. Robertfon's hillory,· whicb 
deferves to be written in letters of geld: "rrheyn {:. c. 
the Proteflants) " applied to another affemhJy, to a con. 
~' vocation of the Popif), -clergy; but ,,-jth the fame ill 
" (uccefs which ~ath ahvays attended every propo~il for 
" reformation addreffed to that order of men. 1'0 abm. 
," don ufurped power, ~o renounce ,lucrative error, is a 
"~~cri~ce, which tll~ ,-irtue of iJ1divitluals has, on rome 
" occaGons, offered t«:> tr~th; but from any fOtiety of men, 
U no fuch effort can be ,expeaed. The corruptions of a 
.. fodety, recommended by common utility, 'and jufti6ccl 
" by ullive'rlil prattice, are \·ie\\~e(i by its llleillbers lvith. 
" out f!tame or horror; and reformation never proceeds 
u fr9m themfdves, but is always forced upon thein by 
" fo'me foreign hand~" I anl fo nluch of that eminent 
writer's opinion, that I lock upon e\-ery attempt for re· 
,yiving the interefl of religion as quite hopelefs, unlefs you 
be pleafed to fupport it; alKl, at the fame time, am not 
withollt the flrongefi expeClation, t)13t the period is fall 
approaching, when you will fee it necdfary to interpofe~ 

"Till you indulge Ine in adllillg a fallciful reafoo tOr my 
hope. ~I:my of you have been bred to the fludy of the 
la\\~. No\v, I have ~bfer\1tell ill reading tile Nt:w -refla. 
ment" that it was a lawyer who took care of the body of 
our Sa\·iollT, after it !laU l'leell crllcifie\) at'tlle illn-glt;OIl 
of die priefls. His name was Jof(!ph of ...-\rimathea, "an 
"honol=abrc m-an, 'and a cOllnlelJor," and th= tact is fe· 

\ .. nl. I. p. l",~. 



co:-ded by all the four e,-ange1ifls. \Vho knows therefore 
but the gen~Jemen of the fame proftffion among us may ~ 
the infirumentt of delivering the ChufCh, which is Chrin'$ 
mIfiicoat body .. fro,m the tyr.lnnica~ impofilion~ of churth~ 
men in rJO\ver ? 

Look into the hiflory of this and every other church, and 
you will fee, that the laity never lent their influence t9 
promote the ambition and fecular greatnefs of ecclffiailics, 
but they received their reward !,n in~ratitude and con· 
tempt. I have heard many of you praif~d as great friend. 
to the church. By this is meant, that you have a frie,nd-
1hip for, and are ready to increafe the revenues and world .. 
1y convenience of thofe whc;> bear .the facred office, who 
an! ~L called Clergy. I heR leave to obft:rve, that the 
wiiefi Of!nallki!ld are fometilnes deceived by \vords, and 
p:.tiently fubmit to gr:1dual and infenfible ufurpations. 
Both the words Clergy and Church are an incroachment 
0: the teachers upon you, and alJ the other hearers of the 
gofpel. Th~ firit of them comes from kl~tOSt which fig
raities inheritance, and when appropriated to minifiers, 
feems to intimate that they a10tle are God's illheritance, 
while furely fome Qf the I>tople are as much his inheri. 
,anee 3S tiler. rrhe \\"ortl Church is a Scrilltllre phrafe, 
an(1 is ufe(l about one Ilun{lred tinles in the New rl'efia_ 
nlent. Bllt of all there., ill 110t above one or t\\'O at moll 
can it be pretend~d to fignify the milliilers, exclufive of 
the people. rrher~fore if you be friends to the church, 
take tile \,~ord ill its Ilroper and genllille fenfe, and adlllit 
the people to a due proportion of your favor. 

Far be it from me to blame thole who fhew a friendfllip 
and attachnlel1t to IJlillifiers, al1U \vifll to fet: tllen} cOIn. 
fortably and decently P!ovidt'd for. 1"'his is highly ne
ceffdry to free toem from that anxiety and folicitud~ which 
iii iOfeparable from a poor and depen.lant {late. But why 
are theJ~ to be pro\'id~d for at all! or \vh}- is it an amia. 
ble ch'lracter to b.: 3. friend to the church? Surely that 
th~ great ends o~ their facn:d funfLioil may be prorlloted j 

that, fre~d from the H\:'cdlity of attending 10 it:cular pur. 
fuits, they may have lib::rty to bdio\\' their time and pains 
for the fpiritual benefit of tl~Qfe coul1aittcd to th~ir care. 



Dedication. 

For this rearon, I humbly intreat you, who, by your 
exalted fiations, only can do it with fuccefs, to frown up. 
on the luxurious Rlld afpiring, to encourage the humble 
and diligent c1erl!yman. The jnter~n of religion in this 
nation, is an objt:Cl of the highefi value in itfelf, and in
reparable from our temporal profperity. On both ac
counts I hope it will be the objeCt of your moll tender 
care; and, in return, may it p!eafe God to make you 
know to your happy experience the truth .of his own word, 
" Them that honor me, I wi]) honor; but they that de • 
. " fpife me, iliaD be lightly efieemed." 

I am, &c. 
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T~ Ecc1efiafiical Chara~erimc~ is evidently a I~ .. 
tire upon clergymen of a certain tharaBer. It II 

a ("tire too, which every body mun fee was intended to 
carry in it no fmall m~afure of keennefs and feventy. 
This was to be expe8.ed from the nature and defign of 
the performance. A ratire that does not bite is good for 
nothing. Hence it necdfarily follows, that it is eifential 
to this manner of \vritirlg, to provoke and give offence. 
The greatefi fatirifls" in aU ages, have made jun as many 
enemit:s to themfdvts, as they expofe<l obje8s ~f fcom 
and derifion to the public.· It was certain!y, on this ac
count, eafy to forefee what would be the ef£et\ of the r.ubr 
licat~on of fuch a piece, jf it was executed in a tolerable 
manner; and therefore I hope every impartial perfon will 
not only acquit me of blame, but confefs I aBed very pru. 
dentJy in not fetting my name to the work. 

The event jufiified this precaution. The rage and 
fury of many minifiers in Scotland when this panlphlet 
Was firfi publillic(i, is knOYln almo!l to all its readers. 

• Iliftory informs l15, that Horace, for his admired fatires. 
had many pri\"ate enemies in Ronlc; and it has been (..ud, 
that our COllntr}"mall 1\11'. Pope, t.\urft hardly walk the {\l'eets 
of London, rome years before his d~ath, tllrOtlgh fear of being 
att~cked or pitloled, ~yen when he DIet witl. the higheft cn
toul~a&emcnt fronl the llublic. 
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The mon opprobrious names were befiowed upon the Con •. 
cealed author.. and the moR dreadful threatenings ut. 
tered. in cafe they fhould be fo fortunate as to difcover and 
con\-ict lliol. One gentleman in partlclllar, \VllO fell un. 
(Ier the imputation of being concern~d in it, l':as e\'er fince 
heen the obj::fi of their detefiation and refC!ntment; a1. 
thougl1 I think it renlains }'et ,'ery uncertaill, wilat hand 
he had. or whdher he had any hand at all, in its compo.. 
fiLion; a quefiion which I hope the prefent prouuClion, 
h)? a conlparifon with his other works, \viil ellablt! the 
fh3rppfi,~I.t~ti pllblic to ,determine. 

Blit thou~h I had by good management provided my. 
felf a Jilelter froin tile florIn, it is not to be fuppofc:d but 
I heartl it \\~C!il enotlgh rattling over my heact. The truth 
is, 1 h.we liHt!ned \rith an poffible attention to the objec. 
tiOllS raired a~ailln th,is performal1ce; ana found with 
nrucll CO;lcC!rn, that the great endea\'or of its enemies has 
h:en ~o i.: 1)rC!fent the genC!r:l1 defihn of it as contrary to 
the int<::reli of reli~:on; and the fpirit and manner of it, 
_as-illcotlfi~l~nt \\~'lll tIle GI1riflian tenlper. TIle common 
cry I)(\s l1een, "TIle alltllor mnfi be a man of a bad heart 
" - .... No goo{l 111311 coule} ~"rite fuell a piece." This has 
gi\~ell Ine an irrt:fifiil))c illclillation, ulJon notice that a 
new c:dilioll of it is inteI1(1~lJ, to felld illtO 'lhe \\lorld, at 
the fame tim~, a fc:rious apology for it, not only for my 
own Villllication, llut that if it hati} any capacity of doing 
good, this happy purpofe may flot be defeated by the im~ 
plicit crt:d,t given to fo heavy an accufation. . 

In entering upon this talk, I take the liberty to affirm, 
that what firft induced me to write, was a deep concern 
for tIle d~clining interefi of religion in tIle church of 
Scotland, mixed with fome indignation at what appe~red 
to ~le a flranbe abufe of church-authority in the ye:lrs 
.751 and 1752.. rrhe re~fons of its particular firuEture 

It Tliis refers to tJ1e reu\lking and ciepofl:lg n1illifiers ,vho 
did not th:!lk the!11felyes at liberty to join in the ordjna~ion o~ 
3 pailor \\·ithout a peollie. rl"hc fir-Ii ,,-as <lone in the cafe or 
'~1 ••• \clal11 and t!~c llt'~fbyteir of l.in!ithgo,";, 'VI10 declined 
being llrefent at the ft·ttlt!l\lent f)f rrorf)llicllen; tIle ft!cond, iR 
lae cafe of l\!i:'. G:llt11,ic, in tile fcttlcn\~11t of Ill,·er!~e!th!!lo· 
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wiH be given afterwards; in the mean time, the reader 
may rell affured, that this defence fhan be whony ferious, 
and thall not contain a fingle l)ropofition which, in its 
plain and literal meaning, the au:hor does not believe to 
be true. Not fo much as attempting to borrow any amr. 
tance from wit and ridicule, he fubmits his caufe. to be 
tried by caIrn difpaffionate reafoning, and only begs the 
impartial attention of the reader. 

To free the queftion froDl ambiguity, it will be necef ... 
fary to confider the performance difiinEtly, under the three 
fOllowing heads. I. The fubjeCt of it in general; which j 

is confdfed to be an attack upon the principles, mann~rs.. 
and political conduCt of certain clergymen. ~. '\Thy it 
is written in an affumed charaaer and ironical fiyJe. 3-
Vlhat oceafion was given for it by thore to whom it W"j 

evidently applie(l, viz. the minifiers of our own church. 
I. Let us confider the fubjeCt in general, viz. attacking 

and ~poling the charaaers of clergymen. 'Vhtle I am 
fpeakirlg upon this head, I muft take it for granted, that 
the faults are real; that the fatire and reproofs are juft. 
An- obje8:ioo-againft the performance has been often 
made to this pUTpofe: " Suppofing the things cenfurecl 
.' to be true, what end does it ferve to publifh them ?
l' If tenderneis for the reputation of the offenders could 
•• not prevent fuch cruel treatment, OU~llt not a regard 
" for the edification of otllers, and the fuc~ers of the gOf4 
" pel ill their hane!, to have difpofed a good man to throw 
U a \"eil over tl1eir infirmities? Is not religion ·\vounded 
" thri>ugh their fides, and occafion given to infidels to tri. 
" umph ?" 

In anfwer to this, I confefs myfdfto have very differ. 
ent views of things from thofc who fpeak in this manner. 
Nay, I believe, that though there are fome who fpeak as 
they think, yet it is much more frtquently the language 
of thofe who with nothing fo much as the undiUurbed 
indulgence of themfelves in floth, luxury, or groffer 
crinles. I am altogetller at a )ols to kno\v what is the 
argument ill reafon, or the precept ill Scripture, which 
makes it criminal to cenfure miniliers when thc:y defc:rve 
it. That their nation, like that of all other p~rrons of 
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influence, or in public employment~ fhould make· mea 
very tender and cautious how they take up an evil report 
againfl: them, and cart:ful nevt:r to do it but on good 
grounds, I readily allow; hut where the character is really 
~ad, 1 hold it as a firfi prillciple, tllat as ~t is in thern 
doubly criminal and doubly pernicious, fo it ought to be 
expof~d with double feverity. This is io far from being 
contrary to the interefi of religion, even when done by a 
clergyman, that nothin~ can be more honorable to it, than 
to fhey.' that there are fome fo bold as to reprove, and fo 
faithful as to withfiand the corruptions of others. How 
~ 

far fecret w ickednefs fhotlld be conct:aled, or fcenes of 
iniquity not laic1 o~~n, an(} fo fin ttlrnea into fcandal in 
~ini~ers, is a" ,matter that would require a very careful and 
aCCllrate difcuffion, and a{lmits of nlany exceptions: but 
if. ~n any cafe, erroneous doCtrine, or degeneracy of life, 
is plain and viii-ble ; to rellder tllem completely ~ious, 
muil certainly be a duty. When it is not done, it pro
vokes ,men to conclude the clergy all combined together, 
like " Demetrius and the craftfillen," and more conce~ned 
for their own power and credit, than for the intereft and 
benefit of thofl! committed to their charge. 

That irreligion andinfiddity has made a rapid progrers 
among us for fome time pan, is a certain, alld a melan. 
choly truth. Well! perhaps I fhall be told, That I have 
contributed to ilrengthen the caufe of infidelity among 
the quality and gentry, by giving them fuch a reprefenta
tion ofthe clergy. 1 anfwer, That gentlemen's forming 
a bad opinion of clergymen contributes to promote in
fidelity, I will by no means deny; fo far from it, I affirm 
that without tIl is, all ot11er Callies l)lJt togetl1er, would not 
be able to produce it in any great degree. The great, a$ 
well as the vu~gar, are always more influence(l in thei~ 
regard for, or contempt of religion. by what they fee in 
the c~araaers and behavior of men, than by any fpecu~ 
lative reafonings whatever. This is what they them~ 
felves make no fcruple, on many occafions, to confefse 
'Bilbo}) Burnet, in his Difcourfe of tIle PaO:oral Care, 
acquaints us, that, " having had much free converfation 
" with many that have been. fatally corrupted that way, 
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., they have very often o\\rned, tllat nothing r:-Jmctecl 

." this fo much in them as the bad opinion which thet 
"took up of clergymen. 1'hey did not fee in them," 
fays he, u that f1 riclnefs of life, that conte11l pt of the 
"\vorlel, that zeal, t)1at meeknef3, 11UI1Iilit}, and cllarit)'t 
"that diHgence and earneilnefs, with n:},ltion to the 
"great truths of the Chriftian religion, which they rec" 
"koned they woultl moll certail11y hl\'e, if tIley tliem. 
" f~l\'es firmly belie\'ecl it; therefore they conclu~t:(l, tilat 
ti .thoft: whofe bufinefs it was more flritlly to inquire ill~o 
t4 the truth of their religion, knew t}lat it \vas )lot fo cer. 
" tain as they themfelves, for othet ends cll(.leavored to 
"make the ~;o .. ld believe it was." 

. But the great, Of rather the only quefiion yet remains: 
Did the publication of the charaCl:erifiics give the firll: 
occafion to fllCh refleCl:ions in Scotland? 'Vas tile firfl: 
information gentlemen had of the charaCl.!fs of the clergy 
drawn from that performance? This, which mull be 
the very foundation of the objeCtion we are confidering, 
is not true: and indeed it is not poffible in tIle nature "r 
things, that it fhould be true. If there he any fuch thing 
as corruption among the clergy, by negleCt of duty, )ux
ur)' in drefs or table, laxnefs in pri11ciple, or licentiouf. 
nels of praCtice, it can be no fee ret to people of figure 
and fafhion. I t is comlncloly in their fociety that the 
Inoll free converfation and unclerical carriage is fOUl1d 

among gentlemen of the facred order. And though fome 
of the laity who regret ruch indecencies, may have fa 
much good manners as to forbear upbraiding them open
ly, and others may l)erl1aps not be difpleafed at the re. 
moval of all reflrail1ts, either from the dj.fcipline or ex
ampie of minifl:ers yet it is well known 110\V little to their 
advantage perfons of both forts have talked, long before 
the CharaCteriftics hau a being. So that, infiead of any 
public rebuke being the occa:fion of gentlemen's formin~ 
a bld opinion of the clergy, the lafi, on the contrary, 
p:ave a marlifeft occafion for the" firfi, if it di<.l flot malce 
fomething of that kind indifpenfibly neceffary. 

Many wrong opinions arife from confounding things 
that have fome relation to one another, but are notwith-' 
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ftanding effentiaUy difiinCt. Thus what ooght reatly to·~ 
imputed to the crime, is frequently imputed to the pu. 
nifhment. Becaufe a bact opinion of the .clergy leads mea 
to infidehty, therefore, fay fomef cover their failings, anfl 
pal1iate their crimes; to expofe them is doing hurt to re. 
ligion. On the contrary. I reckon it is far mere CODI 

c:lufive to fay, Becaufe the bad charaaer~ of the clergy 
are extremely hurtful to reli~jon, Jet them be told, that 
tile greateft firitlnefs and purity of manners is expetted 
from them; and if any will not comply, let the guilty 
perfclns be chamfed, that the honor of the cruer may be 
preferved. I was never better pleafed with a fiory than 
one I have read of the late Duke of Orleans, regent of 
France. It happened, that during his regellcy, one of 
the French princes of the blood was convi8ed of com. 
mitting robbery on the highwa.y. Great interceffion wa; 
made with the regent, to fave him from the ignominy of 
a public execution, which, it was alledged, would be an 
indelible {lain upon the royal blood. To this the Duke 
replied, The royal blood is indeed deeply fiained, but it 
was fiained by the cotnmiffion of the crime; the punifh. 
ment will only ferve to waLh out the fiain as far as that is 
now poffibIe. 

Chrifiians may, if they pleafe, learn what ought to bt 
their own conduCl:, by obferving the contrary condua of 
infidels, who generally Ull(lerfiand what is tlie real in· 
terefi of that unhappy caufe. I t is of no confequence to 
an infidel to make it appear that tllere are rome minificrs 
bad meo. His great bufinefs ii, to transfer the faults of 
particula·rs to the whole order, 1T'.d to infinuate, tIl at, 
" priefts of all religions are the iarne." This appears 
from tIle general flrain of their \\'riting~ and cOllverfatioll. 
Neither is it uncomOlon to fee infidtls, who 011 all oc
cafions difcover the moll rancorous malice againft minif.. 
ters of the gofpel in general, mailltain the greatefi inti· 
macy with tome particulars of that denomination. 'Vhe
ther their frieo(lfhip is all honor or difgrace to tIle per
fons fo difiinguiflled, I think. is not difficult to (Ieter
lnitle. However, in oppofitioll to tllis COT1CluCl, every 
r~al Chrifiian, w~ile he maintaills upon llis Initld the 
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deepeR (enre of the importance and ufefulnefs of the 
[acre() office, fhouJd, at the fame time, hold in detefiati. 
0." thole who, by an unworthy behaviour, cxpofe it to 
contempt. 

1'hat I am not fingular in this opinion, appears from 
the hifiory of the Chrifiian church in every ~~e. 'Vere 
it not that it might be confwp.red as an unnecdfary often
tation oflearning, I could eafily fhew, from almofl every 
writer renowned for piety and worth, with \\'hat bold. 
nefs and feverity they treated the corrupt clergy of their 
own tinles. And what is remarkable, though their cha
ratters have now received a faqCtion from their antiquity, 
and indeed a luRre fram this very zeal and fidelity; yet 
while they lived, their in\reClives were conflantly COIn. 

plamed of by the indolent or vicious of their contempo .. 
laries, as injurious to the intere:fls of religion. That this 
was the cafe at the reformation, may be eafily feen by 
any \vho will look but a little into the writings of that 
age. ..In our neighbor country, .when Mr. Richard 
Baxter \vrcte his Gildas Salviarlus, or, Reformed Pallor, 
which contained a very plain and very fc!vere reprehen
iOIl of his brethren the clergy, the fame objeCtion was 
made again'l the publication of it, at lean in the Englifh 
language, by forne prudent fofteners. To this he an· 
fwers, among other things, as follows. "\Vhen the fin 
" is open ill tIle fight of the v7orld, it is in vain to at. 
,I. telnpt tQ hitle it; and ruch attempts will but aggravate 
f' it, and increafe Ollr fhame. If the nliniflers of En~ 
J' glall(l had finlled ollly in Latin, I would have made 
.~ filtft to have admonilhed them in Latin; but if they 
" will fill in Englifh, they mull hear it in Etlglilh. Ull
~, par{ioned fill will. never j~t us rell, though \ve be at ever 
~, fo much care and con to cover it. Our fin wiiI rurely 
" find us out, though we find not it. A nd if he that con· 
~, feffcth and f(lrfaketh be the man that !hall have Illerl;Y, 
" no \voncler then if he that cov,:retll it profper not. If 
~l \\?e l1e fo tellcler of ollrlelves, 'ltl{l loth to COllierS, God 
" will be lefs tender of us, an,l inclite our Cotli~Jl1~)ns lor 

. t' llS.-'I'oo tnany that Jlave fet their llancl to (llis lacrctl 
~' work, ~o fo obiHnatdy proceed in felf.leekiug) neg]!. 
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Cl ~tnce, and priJe, «c. that it is her-ome our r.~CtU~ry 
" (lcty to adillonilh them. If \~ .. :: ro~l~l f~e t!13t ruch 
" \\'ou!d reform ,,-itho\lt rtrr~ot~ \\'~ CCllld gJ:dly forbear 
&t t'l~ Ill,ll!iOling of tllt'ir f~t:J:s; ~~U: , .. 'h~!l r::prcofs tilem .. 
" fel\-es do pro¥e J~ illell::tt,~~!I, thlt t!~-=)· ~re nlo~e of. 
" lend~d at the repronl, ,:.31\ tlt t~~~ E!l, at!J h.1ti "tlltr 
" lilal we fllOu)tl Cr!~re r~llrO\"il1g, than th::nltei\"es O!oultl 
" ceaf~ fillOillg, I tlliilk it is tilllf! to i)!~rp::n the renlt'11y.n 

I !luB produce but O:le example mO:'"t:.. to which I beg 
the ~ttenlion of tbol, who ha,'e been inldn~rt::ntly taught 
to think tJ!at Oll~ ,,"110 clll!~al ors to expot~ t~!~ f:h3raa~rs 
of the d~rgy cannot be a ~ood mall. DVc:s not aU hiUory 
bear teflinlon~- to the learl)itlg, piety 1 an,-} \\"orth of the 
s:enll.:men of the Port,rors1.. a focidy of j.,nlenifis.. \\-ho, 
a litlk nlOfC! till'l a Il\\nUrCt1 }'ears 3~\), IDlJc a molt \'io. 
knt attack Ullon the J~'"it' in Fr-anc~; particulJ.rI)' ~I. 
Pafeal, ill his PrO\'ill~i,\: Leit~rs, \~hicll are \\~rilt~ll allnoit 
entirely ill the \\It~y of \\-it "11\1 hllnlor. ·l'hefe pieces are 
nill lli\i\~errally 3d'11ireU; llor are thev at tllis tillle count. . ~ 

ed ~{ly objetlion to his charaaer for F:~t}· and illtCgrity. 
At the time of public~tion, hOl~'ever" the \'crr fume 01>
je8.ions which are now In~.J.e to the Cha;;.:..:t~ritiics, were 
made to Ilis \\'"ritillgS." 

The. reader may poffibJy recolleCt, that 1 hinted above., 
a fufpicion, that many are not iincere i~ oflt:ring this ob. 
jeCtion. One reafon for this fufpicion I am almoft afhamed 
to melltioll, for the repro~cll \';%lich it hrings, in my ap
prehenfiol1, \11)011 man}- meln~rs of tile CilllfCh of Scot. 
land; bllt as it is \\"ell kl10\\"n, it is ullnt:ct:ir~~r}~ to con
ceal it, alld in Illy 0\·,11 (lef~nce I :tIn intillc(l to repeat it. 
There have been, wiihin lhd~ few ycars~ writings p'Gb. 
lilhed in Scotland diredly levelled :It;ainfi rdigion il:~a~ 
taking: a\\·a)' the \~er}p foup.t!atiol15 of moral:ty ~ treatill~ our 
Redeemer's name w:th c:.)l}temr' and derifion, and brin~. 
ing in doubt the very b~'!ng cf :i God. 'Vritiogs. of this 
kill"l 11ave heell pu~iicl\" a\·o\\"~~l, all(! t~le Ilatnt:S of the . .." 

authors prefixed. Now., where has bt:c=n the zeal cf the 

• T!tis any 11l~n ll\:\~' r\.~e. ,,-ho ,,-:11 io~!;_ at IllS ~!~vf:nlil )",t

tcr, anti fonlc cf the 1~~!'I~:q\\l·nt ('!l~~, ;~s \\"('!1 ,--.s th~ t~et~" ('1\ 

thenl, ,~hi(h arc Sl ~~r,\l!y "f(rit~{! to ~I r. :\rn~\H~,l. 
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tn~~!es of t~~ C:laratlerifiics ~~aillfl ruch writings? Have 
t~~.· 1110Ve{1 for the ex!!rciie: of tliJciplille agaillfl the \\'ri. 
t~~? H~\"~ ~h~y fupported the motion when made by 
cth~rs? Are not books ill op!)ofition to the gofilel, and 
3~:l!il!ri aii c!~r~yn1en, as fuell, -lnore contrar}' to the in
t::--;:ii of rcli~!on, tilall Ollt! \\~~licll oilly ilnpeaches the fide-
1it:-· of ~ p:lrt of thlt order, from at ball a profdfcd concern 
f:l:" the :~OI10r of the \\'hole? Does not t!lis ternl)t men to 
f1)\ as was faid an age a;!o by A-lulic:re in France, or hy 
f:>me there .. on occafion of a play of his called the Tartllff~, 
~l~h::t a mlll ffi")l' \\·rit~ \Vlllt he pl~areth againfl GO!} AI. 
nli,{h~}" in p~r!~tl: fecurity ; but if he , .... rite againft tIle ella. 
nc~:;rs of th~ cl:::rgy in power, he is ruined for ever. 

Allother reafon \'lhy I fuflletl tIle fincerit}· of the ene
nlies of tIle C!lar2tlerillics, ,\"hen tl1ey pretelltl a regard 
j~r the interefi of rt!li~ion as tIle groulld of tlleir difplea
fure, i~~ thlt it 11:!tl1 often happelled, tllat both fl1eakers 
;nd \\'ri~ers hat"e cllarged atlother 1)3rt)' of tIle lniniflers 
of the c!ltlr-:h of Scot1311d \\·ith ll}'pocrify an(1 (leceit, the 
man viH.linoG5 of a.n dllr~aers '; and yet it never occur
red to t!leJe gelltJemen, th:lt fuch a cllarge \vas llurtflll to 
t~e in:crefl of religion. I am now to It:t the reader into 
a :~crd. 'Vhat very much contributed or rather indeed 
w!l.lt chiefly brou~ht me to a refolution of publifhing the 
Ciuracteriliics, was a pamphlet publifiled a few months 
~fore it, caBed, A jill! vie\v of the confiitution of the 
churetl ofScotlatl{l. rl'ilis ul1iverfaI uncontradiCl:e(l falne 
atlribute(l to tilt! late Dr. II n: and tl1e e~prtfs pur. 
p-J!c of it is, to rel)rt:'~llt a certaill ret of n1illiflers .. as agi. 
tltcrs of t:le people, ancl ill general, as not aCting upon 
cot!f:i~!1ce, e\·c=l where they pretend it, but fr ·11 a love 
of i}Oi)tllJr~t)r. B~{i\.i~s tllis I)e tells a !lor}", \vhich he 
t.111.i a H rCi:;~e of illiq:.~ity.n with the initial ktters of the 
Jl.\lHeS of the pedoas fuppofed to he guilty. 'Va!; ever 
~his tHm p:~.Jet char.::!ecl by my enemies as contrary to the:. 
lIlterdi or rl-"ligion? It will net be pretended. Now, I 
1houki be ~lad to know, what it is that m~!kes the difcovery 
of a {cene of in!quity) when committed by fome \\:hom I 
lnllfl not name, C011trar)' to tile itlt(!reft of r~li~ion, but the 
(Ucove:-y of a l~cn~ of in!1Itlt}' committed by certain 
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Olliers, no \va}· contrary to it at all? I am not al)le to find 
any realon for tllis llifl'erenre of jlltlgment but one, \\'hich 
is not \'ery honorab!e to them. vi::. That perhaps fcen~~ 
ofiniquity fuppofed to be commit,ed by them. are more 
probable in themfel\'es~ and atlual!y obtain nl0re credit, 
than thofc: \Vllic!l they alleclge agaillil otllers. I do not af .. 
firm that this is the reafon: llut I think, finee they had 
been the agi!Tdfors, both in cenfuring mininers for- feru
pliu~ o~dience to their unconfiituticnal dedi'ous.. and 
attacking their charatlers in print i if iome Illfllelefs au. 
thor thought fit to retaliate the injury in the Ian kind, an~l 
d~d it witll fa grt!3t fuccc:fs, llle}' ol!ght to ha,·c !:lin as qui. 
et und~r it as poffible, both from equity and pi"ud~ncc: i 
from equity, becau!e the}' !lad gi\7ell the pro\1tocation ; and . 
from llrUUeJ1Ce, becaule lJl t:lcl their condlltl teml)ted rna .. 
ny to r:i}~, rfhe charge nlufi Jlave lleen jul}, or it would 
have been treilted with contempt; the Uroke mull have 
lk~ll ,,"ell ailned, tile \\1tOllnd l)aUfl have been \?e.ry detp, 
Bllce the fC3r continues 10 IOllg, and is ne\"er like to be 
~ II er forgotten or forgiverl. 

rl~his, 110\ ... -e\'er, is in itft:lf l1l1t of fmall moment. It 
would be of little! confequt:nce whether their con(bU had 
been reafonable ant! confinent or nct, if the objetlion it. 
kIf were juft. B:Jt I hope it appt"ars very clearly, from 
what I hu\'e offered above. that !uppofing the conclua of 
the clergy to be unhecolTI!ng their protdlJon. a regard to 
ffligioll not (tIlly perITJ!ts .. bllt lou(lly calls for a revere 
reprci1eniloll of it. 1"his is agreeable to the fcntinlellts 
~n(.! i)r~clice of the \V l!etl anc.1 bell nleo ill e\·er)~ a~e. 
Tllere lla ve beell in~lee(l 3 ft:\v excel>ti(10S: btlt tile lenity 
\Vllich iQllie exceIlellt perf OIlS l~ave flle\Vll to the \1tjces of 
t!le clerg~·", h~1S beell gellerall}' reckol1ed anl01)g their 
weaknefi'es allu Ilot tileir virtues. I 111elltion this, lefl i~ 
fhoukl come into any perfon's mind, what is related of 
(:oI11ial1tille the! Great, via. t!lat \\,hell he recei\!ed a llun. 
(lIe of papers, \vhicll Ile \\:as tolu' conta~11fd acrufat;ollS 
agail1fi the vicious part of tIle clerg)', he lllll)licly l'UTllt 

thenl, after Jlavillg tak~li ~Il 0:\tl1 tflat !1t! (li(i Ilot ~.llO\\· 
'vh:it they contained; and addtd, that thouhh I:e O~oukl 
fee A bifllOl) ill ~lle ver}· ad of a crillle that fi~~ll be .1alllt· 



kfs in Englifh,· I.e would cov~r him with his purpl~. 
Ii the accGtt11t be true, all,l this be the chlr:t}· "-!lich lome 
plead for wi~h 10 great eam~nn~rs, one can h~rJ:)' help 
tn'ing out, 0 Emperor, ~3.t was thy ch~ri:y ! 

"II. Acconli ng t(\ the din ribution I m2d~ of my fuhjC\.'t. 
the next point is, 'To account for the Chana~ri~ics l~· 
iog ll'ritten in an affumed chsr-at"ler and ironi(~l nyJe. 
,. Ifcol)C~nl ior th~ inte~ft of r~ligion prompted ~'~!I," 
fl)" fome, Ii to att~ck the charaflers of the de'1}", ,,-hy 
c- \\'15 it not done in a fcriol~S "'IV: '\~oul(l it Ilot Jla,"c • 
.. bten beuer, grav~ly to have con"i8ed th~m of their fin, 
e- and ".rlle\l them of their dsnger, th:ln to ret then in a 
" ridiculous pt'illt of light, and e~pof~ them t:l the ru~ 
" lie JCGrtl :~~ rfhis objet~lioll, I an) fenfibJe~ made all 

impreffion on fome well,meaning ~rrQns; and theref()('e 
it will be nec~[ary to confider it with care. A very gOOll 
man, when he firit read the: Charaaerifiics, e~pretTc:d 
bimfelf tllUS: "~\13s! if there \\~S occafion gi,1ten for it, 
" wt\uld it not ba\1te been better to have had recourfe to 
,. prayer tha!} to fatir~? In general, I humbly appre. 
hel1d, there is no oppolition bet\~"een thefe t,,·o means; 
lild th:refore, ill ma.ny cales, it is llroper to employ both. 
Let me thet-efore intreat the attention of the reader, while 
I brie6y confider, firtt, the Jawfulnefs of ~mpJcying ridi. 
cule in fuch a caufe; and JC!condly, what panicular cir, 
cumllances concurred to render it the moll propr-:- me. 
thod, if not in a manner necdf,lfY, in the inftancc: be:ore 
\as. 

"lnat it is a lawful thing to employ ridicule i!l fuch a 
caure, is evident from the very bigheli authority. There 
are many inllances of irony in the f3cred writings. In 
the third chapter of Gcndis, vet', 2~. we b:n'e an e..\ rrd~ 
fion ufed by God himf~lf, 'A·b~.:h interpreters do generally 
fuppole to be in !rony: and as it is of the mall fe\-ere 
and penetrating kind, in a mofl deplorable calamity, fo 
I cannot well imagine what other ratienal meaning can 
be put upon the word,: U And the Lord Go~ [.lid, Ik
"hold, the man is become as one of us, to know good 
" and evil. " It mull be reloclnber:d, that .. ~Janl llad 

... \lienUln \(.\rum labefaaan!~31. 



brcke his ~laker'ts comm~nd .. from a foolifil e~pec1!tiOfi 
upon the dev;1'~ prcm!fe, of becoming like G-xi. On thi$t 
an ancient interpreter f..l}"s, "Auam deferl:ed :0 he den: 
"<!ed in this manner; and he was made more d~pJ, 
Cl fenfible of his foUy by this ironical expreffion, thall by 
u any other that could have been u{ctl:' The condua 
of Elijah, and bis treatment of the prophe:s of Ba~~i, is 
another known eXlmple of me fame kind. 1t is record. 
ed, I Kings 'S.viii. 27. "And it C:lme t~ pais at noon, 
" that Elijah mocked them, and f~iu, Cry aloud: for he 
., is a God, either he is talkin~, or he is purfuing, or he is 
" on a journey, or peradventure he ileepeth, and muft be 
~, awaked." 

There are fever:] infiances of the fame manner of 
fpeaking in the prophetical books; p:u-ticu)ar]y, the prG
phet Hai~h, in an admirable manner, and at great length, 
expofes the fottifh foUy of idolaters. 1'he paffitgcs are 
weil known; as are alio f.,me in the apofiolic writings; 
:llld therefore I omit them for the lake of brevity : and 00 .. 

• 

1y mcntioli an expreffion of Ollf Saviour himJel~ who, 
though a man of fOlTOWS, and in a {late of humiliation, 
}'et in fome places ufes a language plainly ircnical; 3S in 
John x. 32 • U l\Iany good works have I fhewed YOll from 
,~ m,- Father; for Wllich of thele \\"orks do ,-e none me ?', 

~ . 
It \\1tas certainly making them very ridiculollS, to a1k 
them, for \v!lich of l~is goo<.l \vorks they propoled to {lone 
him, as "rell as it \vas the firongefl wily of lignitying that 
he had never done an)· \vorks aanong them bllt luch as 
were tood. ,,-

Afterthefe examples~ none win be furpiifed when I fay, 
that the motl grave and \~enerable of the fathers na\'e not 
only wrote in this manner themielves, but afTerted its Ile

ceffirl-- ao<l lll~. rro be convinced of this, let an\p man 
enly -read St. Jerom, in his letters., and his writings igainft 
JO\tiln and the Pelagians; Tertullian" in his apology 
af:!ainn the foUy of idolaters; Agulline, lrena::us, and 
Berllard, and n1any otl.ers of the molt approved charace 
ters. It is ill(leed foun(lt:(l llpon tIle plainefi reafcn.-
There is common!y a pride and fell:fufficiency in men 
llll<!er tIle (10111illion of ~rror, \" 11 iell mal~t;s tlle111 deaf to 



3d~ice, an,l impregnable: to gnve and ferious reafoning : 
neither is the-,e any g~tting at them till their pride: is 
levd:etl a link by this dilinaying weapon. But Jdl the 
re.tJc:r fhould be Ids willing to yield to my realoning than. 
t:> t!lit ofgrcatt.:r men, I IImll beg leave to tranflatc: three 
p.1ffilges from rhr,'e ,liBerent writers in difiilat ages, 1\'hich 
co~:d not b.! more :tppHcablc: to the ~imcs in which thtj 
liv.:J, th:lil they arc: to my prelcnt purpofc:. 

'fhc: tirtl is f."om "rertullian: "'fJlat \Y)lich I ha\-c 
I; done, is no~hing dfe but a play before ~he real cnmoot. 
" I hiie r.!other pointed out the wounds which might be 
" gl\>c:n you, dun gi\'en them in eifc:Ct. If there ar~ 
u pl.l~C:s which oblige people to laugh, it is bec.l.\.fe the 
" fuhjcds themj~h'es are ridiculous. There are many 
&4 things which ought -to be treated with contempt and 
" mockery, through f~ar of giving them weight, and 
cC making them important by feriou1ly debating them. 
" Nothing is more jufily due to vanity than (:erifion ; and 
,. it belongs to tile truth to fmile, becaufe it is c'Jearful. 
~c and to d~fpife it~ enemies, becaufe it is affureJ of viao- . 
"ry. It is trlle, \\"e ought to be careful that the raillery 
'C ~ not Jow, an"l Ull\VortllY of the trllih; but if that be 
,~ at!e~lded to, and one can ute it \vith addrefs and deli .. 
Ie cacy, it is a duty to do fo." 

The Sc:conci paifage is fronl St. Augufiine, in the fol
lo\rillg \\~or~ls: ~, \ \Tho witl dare to fay t that the truth 
" ought to remain uefencelefs ag~inil tile attacks of faIr .. 
" hocxl ? That the enemies of religion 1hall be permitted 
" ~o terrify the faithful with firong words, and to entice 
" or feduce them by agreeable turns of wit; but that be
'" !ievers ought never to write but with fuch a coldnefs of 
,~ fiyleils to lull the reader afieep ?" . 

The third paifag~ is from Patcal, in the eleventh of 
his Provincial Letters: u As the truths of the gofpefare 
" th;:: proper objeCts bo~h of love and refpett, fo the errors 
" which are oppolhe to them are the objeCts both of hatred 
'~and contempt. l"li~re are two diUintt qualities in 
H the firll, a divine beality which fenders theln amiable, 
"and a facred majeny .. "hich renders them venerable j 

.. there are alfo ill t4e Jan, a built and impiety which 
\T 01.. III. N J1 
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"renders them horrible, and a de111fion and folly whicb 
" renders t..11e!ll filly and contemptible. Wherefore, as 
I. the faints have always. for truth, the united affections 
" of love and fear; fo, for error, they have alfo tile cor. 
" refpondent fentiments of hatred and contempt. Their 
" zeal equally difpofes them to refift the malice of bad 
c, men with boldnefs and courage, and to difcredit their 
" fony by derifion and fcom.f' 

That it is lawful in fome cafes to ufe ridicule, I hope 
is now fufficiently proved.. The truth is, though it is 
common and natural for IDeD to cry out, 'fhat tllis is an 
unbecoming manner ot handling the fubjeCt, whetl their 
own mifiakes are expofed; yet I have met with very few 
contrf)verfial \\"riters, who do not, in proportion to their 
1kill, elldeavor to elllifi ridicule in the feTvice of reafan. 
It is often indeed a ron1' and motley mixture of grave 
and comic; but it fufficiently {hews the natural fenfe 
n1en have of the propriety, not only of contradiCl:ing what 
is falfe, but fmiling at what is abfurd: I might therefore 
very juftly reft my defence here. It was, in the firft 
place my bufinefs to judge, whether there was fufficient . 
occafion given for ruch an attempt, as well as, \vhetber 
I was endo\ved \vith proper talents for tIle execHtion. 
After this, it fell of courfe to the readers to determine, 
110w far I had judged right in either, or both of thefe par-
ticulars~ , ' 

But as, in faa, it was not merely the lawfulnefs of the 
thing in general, nor any confidence of Iny o"n u11tried 
ability il1 that way of\vriting, that determined me to make 
choice of it, but fon1e particular circumfiances that feem. 
ed to render it nece[ary. I filall no\v take the liberty 
of laying them before tIle reauer. The fir!! of them is 
the reigning tafle of the age. Nothing is more plain, 
than that a certain levity of mind prevails at prefenr 
an10ng all ranks; \vhich nlakes it very hard to fix their 
attention on any thing "that is ferious. The very title o~~ 
a- grave difcourfe is ful1icient to dilgufl: many, and to pre
vent them froln ever inquiring wl1at it contains: fo that 
thougl1 I r-efolve· to aclhere to my proo)ife at fi rfl itttiJl~ 
out, I am this moment writing with but littie hope, th~t 
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above one. twentieth part of the readers of the former 
treatife wiIJ vouchfafe it a perufaJ. Nay, it:s ten to one 
that many \vill deny this to be the work of the former 
author; and affirm. that it is great]y illferior in point of 
ftyle; that is to fay, no fiyle appears to them juft or 
pure, but that whieh is humorous and poignant. 

Betides levity, or an averfion to what is ferious, there 
is another charaClerifiic of the prefent age, which is per
haps the child of the former; I mean :fLtb, or an unwil
lingnefs to bellow great or long application of mind upon 
any fubjeCt, be it what it will. This difpofition has been 
wondeifuHy gratified, and wonderfully increafed by the 
generality of writers among us for fome time pall. The 
authors of periodical publications, fuch as reviews, maga
zines, and even common ne\V1papers, for their own in
tereft, have long vied with one an'other in the variety and 
livelinefs of the pieces which make up their feveral cot
lections. From perufing there, it is fa eafy to get a little 
fllperficial knowltdg.e of every fubjea, that few look any 
further for the means of forming thejc opini~& in reli
gion, government, or learning. Another (pecies of com. 
pofition, proceeding upon the fame principlest is novel. 
\vriting. What an inun{lation of there we have had there 
twenty yedrs pan in Great.Britain, is fuiiciently known. 
It would eVel) be an entertail1ment to enumerate them 
by their titles, and fee what proportion they make of the 
whole n.ew books in any given period of tilne. 

From there circumfiaooes, ~t is eafy to fee what an in
tending author mull: have before his eye.s. Thofe who 
have long had their appetites quickened by variety or 
<1i(hes, and the moll pleafing fauces, are not able to re
lifh plainer, though, to ihofe who .can ufe it, far better 
.and tn.ore folid food. Tllis made it nece{f~y for me to 
fall upon a method .. of compofition which Inight have 
fome chance to procure the attentioll .of the public; and 
I could think of none more proper than irony i which, 
\vh~n well executed, is almofillniverfall}' pleafing. Be
fides, I mull acknowledge, that the conduct of the pre,. 
llaiiing party did often appear to nle in a very ricliculous 
Jl~h.t; and never ·mQre fo, tban when tht: Cl1aracteriLiics 
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were publifutd. l\'Yoderation had been long a falh:cnabJe 
or cant phrale among them; and yet tlley were run .. 
nin~ headlong into the moft violent and tyrannical lTIea. 
rures. They made great pretences to charity, and a large 
lnanner ofthinking; and as a teflimony of it, \Oery mo. 
defily fuppofed, that 111 who did not form the fame opini. 
ons in religion ancl ~overnment with themfe1,'es, \\:ere 
,,,·eak fill)~ fools, \-xcept t\\ .. o or three kna\~es "Iho had the 
direCtion of the refl. 1'his, I do affirm, was r.ot barely 
hinted, but openly and confidently afierted; fo that 1 ne. 
ver kne\\' greater bigots, in the prO}ler and ~enujne fenfe 
of tllat \vord. I-Jow far my attempt '\10uld be fllccefsfuJ, 
could onI}' be gueffed at; but I inlagined, that jf I could 
exhibit them to the public in the fame light in which they 
appeared to myfelt~ they \vollld make a pret!),. comical 
figure: and fa it happened in faa. l\I}~ firfl intention 
"ras only to have publiflled, in l\ia}' 1753, a haJf iheer, 
containing the maxims themfeJves, under the title of, "A 
" lin of felf-evident truths:" but that having been neg .. 
leCted, upon the provocation hinted at abo\le, the illufira. 
tions were added, and rent abroad a fe\\7 montlls after~rards, 
in the form they no\v [lear. 

Another circumftance which feemed to render this way 
of writing neceffary, was the little regard that had been 
paid to feveral well written treatifes of a feriuus kind. The 
perfons chiefly pointed at in the Characterifiics had greatly 
relaxed difcipline in point of morals; had, by a courie 
of decifions, planted the country \vitll ulelefs Ininillers; 
and though the whoL.! office of ordination procet'ds upon 

. the fllppofition of a call from the people, gravely admit
ted them withollt an)' call a.t all. 1"his, \vhen (IOlle as 
a part of the public worfhip of God, as it always is, mull be 
confidered by e\Oery impartial ptr!on, not only as a piece 
of grofs abfurdity, and mocking of the people, but a pi~ce 
of fiagrafll impiety, allcl lllocking of Goel. COllfciel1ti. 
ons minifiers abfented themfelves from there prdended 
ordinations, till at lail it came illto tIle 11ealls of tlleir tne
mies to force them to l1e I)refent uncler pail} of tIle higll
eft cerlful"cs of tIle church, rj·bey had the harclillels all 
the while to affirm, that this was abfolutdy nccdfary to 
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!uppo~ the c~nfiitution ; although ~\"ery man muft agr('(', 
that it any 01 our fathers, who Il\-t-'<l allotlt fifty years 
ago, were to riie up out of his J!T3.ve" he would fay, it 
".~s the conflilution turned uplide do,,"n. l\Iany at
tempts had been mad~ to reafon with them" and clear ap
peals to the hilii"lry and Ilandini! aas (If the: church; but 
all \rere trodd~n \)nd~r foot b}- the decifions of the anlluai 
aifembiies, in tht-ir judicati'f'e capacity. Kay" they at 
1all became fo confi(lellt of their own p!)\\er, and Jo deaf 
to all rcatoning on the fubjeCt. that tht!Y refufed even to 
leatl \vhat \vas "lfitten by thofe of dit1erent f~ntiments ; 
!lnd \;'hen they (litl read it, diftiained t) nlake any antwer 
.0 it, or attempt to convirlce thenl ;\11Y other "·.Y tllaR 
by the unanfwerabie argUlnent of depofition. This in
ducell n1e to ,,"rite in a m3.tlner that Ilas ollliged theln to 
hear \\'"hcther they \vill or not; all(l th\lugh it has not be~n 
fo hlppy as to bring them to con\"itlion, I am fUle it was 
no more than well nleritcd correEtiol1. 

l)lle ot!ler reafon I il!ail mention for making choice of 
this "~pal'" of \vriting, "las dra\\-n from the m()(!em DO

tions of pll:1oiollh}p, \\"hi€h had fo greatly contributed to 
the CCrrlij)tiol1 of the clerg}". rrhe gre:lt patron an<l ad .. 
Voc3te for tlleie ~~as Lord Shaftlburv 1 O:le of \\"hofe lead .. 

• 
ing pri11ciples it is, tllat ,; Riciicule is the teft of trlltb." 
rI~his i)ril}ciple of his llad been adopte(l by many of the 
c!cr~y; :llld tllere is haruly an}~ nlan con\·erf~llt in the 
liter,lry \vorld, \\'110 lIas Ilot heard it a thollfarld times 
defeillleJ in converl:ltion. I ,\:as thertfore \\'illing !o try 
how :hey them(~lves could fland lhe edge of this weapon; 
hopi11ll tllat if it dill not COllvillce them of the toll}tt of 
the other parts of their COlldl!C.t., it nli~llt at leall put them 
OJt of cOllceit \\litll this particular Opillioll. The Ian of 
theft: I do really think the publication \)l' the Charatler
itiics has, in a great meafure effetlfd; at lean within my 
l1arro\v i'l):lere of COll\yer!:ition. It is lltlt fc:,lonl \\-e now 
h~ar it pretended, that ridicule is the tdl of truth. If 
they have liO~ renounced this opinion, they at Jean keep 
it lUore to thelrlfdves, and are h:fs infolellt upon it in 
their treatllleJ1t of otilers. 



· I ho~ ~ ~3d~r "'ill not im3~ine~ tbat, ~Y, ~inc 
this prlilClpJe out of the 113n,)s 01 my ad\'"erjarlt:S, I in. 
tend to adopt it myfeU: l'here may be: truth in it in 
an equivocal lcnfe; for to be fure nothin~ that is true 
an be rea!ly ridiculous: but there are few Li}in,';s more 
~riliciOtiS thall this prillciple, as it is commonly Ulltitt .. 
flood ~nd applied.. It is moft cerrain, that many things 
both true and ~xce:lent m:l~·, by a perlon po[~ffed of 
the talent of humor, ~ n~ade apfklrently ri\.iicuJolll: and 
this \\"ill have its fu!l elTe-.:l upon the b,llk of mankind, 
,,-ho are Ilot abJ~ to dilcovcr "'here the f;l!J3CY lies. Dr. 
Brown, in his Elfays on the Ch.lr.ltleriJtics.. lays with 
~~t propriety ~ IrInal ri{iieuJe is not ft:etl tor the difco. 
very of truth; for, io 'ar as it is diilinguifhed from rea. 
j~nin~, it "is only putting imagination in the plate af 
., felton .. '~ th~n which fe,," things ~re more rea£ly to &tad 
U$ aflr-lJt.. But ~ al!o\v~ that it is ,"try· proper to " dif
,. gnce kno\~n i311110()(1 :'l and as t!le :lpplication of it to 
this purpoje is warnnted by the ju~TtIlent and example 
({the bell and w!left men in aU 3.~eSt there was nothing 
to hinder me trom mlking llt~ :)f the f..-une privi!!:ge. In 
the m9n tillle, ii' there 113S beerl any chara8er of re1I 
,,-onh, or allY nleafure truly comln::!ldab)e~ ridiculctl in , . 
t!le treatife 110\V Ul1(ier COtlfilleratit)n, Jet tbis be fhown by 
delr ~ntl plain dedlldiolls of n:afon, and I arn ready to 
repent ofit~ and reooul'ce it. 

HI. l'h1s leads me to the third and ]afl part of my de. 
fence, viz. 1~(\ fhow \\-ilat occafion \vas give!} for ruch i 
tre4til~ among us. -fhis I confef!: to be ablolutdy necer. 
£iry, as it is p!ainly applied, in the title-page, to the 
church of Scotlallcl. It wi!1 be in vain to Jlave li10\YD, 

th~\t there is Ilothing finful or hllitrlll itl attc..ckillg (he cha
r~aers of cl~rg}"me~, \\~her~ tIle)' atl in a 111all~er rn .. 
worthy of their office. or that this may bwfully be (lcae 
e\"~n in the way of ri,)icule. "Ole qlleltion will mn be, 
I-I~ve the In:tliflers of the tillircil of Scotland rea!IJt de
ferved it? Very gf\~at difficulties, however, pref~nt them
feh?fS in this h~anch of the fuhjett. 1'here are mtllny 
thin~!\ d~monnr~lhr'y ~rl!e, whkh it is dangerous to affirm, 
~t leafr in hlmc p!~\ces. \.Ipon the [uppo!i:ion, that the 



prevailing party in this church is of the fpint and difpoli. 
lien painted in the Chllracleriflics, one .'ould think, a 
l1l~n who fhould uf'braiti thenl with their faults in a di. 
Jt!t manner, W- did be in a ('-'Try fituation if ever thf.y 
!lould be his judges. "rhe "ve(itas convitii" would do 
ilim very little lervice, or rather would only ferve to en
{:nom their refentme"'t" Have they been already fo en· 
ragell againll me for a little pleafant raillery ? and am I 
Co mad as to hope to defend myfelf, by bringing againft 
the fame perfons a ferious and deliberate accufatiQu? 
Howeyer fOrmidable this difli~ulty may appear, I am not 
Y!ithout hopes, that fuch of them as have any meafure of 
impartiality and candor, after weighing what is now to 
be oFered, may be more inclined to forgive the attack al. 
ready made; and, by breaking tlleir attac)lnlent to the 
moll corrupt me1T\bers, recover the merit and dignity of 
the general body. 

\\tlth this view let me make a preliminary remark.
}fany from the beginning eitIler really did, or at leafl: 
deaed to fuppofe, that all who joined in the Ineafures 
carried on by the majority in our general alfemblies, were 
reprefented in the CharaClerifiics, as infeCl:ed with e\Tery 
bad prillciple or praCtice fatirized tllrough the \\,llole. No .. 
thillg was farther from tHe \\·riter's tnind. An an[\\rer to 
that obje8:ion, fuch as the nature of the performance would 
admit, \vas inferred in the preface to the fecond edition of 
the book itfelf; and I fhall now deliver my judgment up
on the point, without the lean ambiguity. 1'he political 
meafures which have been carrying on for thefe thirty years
pan in Ll:le church of Scotland, appear to me -to be ruinous 
to the illterefts of religion. !~t the faIlle time I anl itn
fib1t!, that there are many worthy and good men who join 
in mon of thole meafures; and one great end of the Gila. 
raCleri:lics was, to open the eyes of fuch perions, both or!. 
their employment and company. 

A tiain of circumHances, not ahvays in our own po\\r. 
er, fometimes leads good n1en themielves to fupport the 
moll corrup~ part of a chur.:h in their public meafures. 
The boundaries of prudence and zeal ~~e not cafily fixed. 
Union of opinion in po:itics, often c:fiablithc!s a connex· 
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ion between men of '-("T)' oppofi~e pr:nc:F!es in rdigioo 
an\.l Illor~ts: alld tbcr·~ ~re i\!~\" t!rc~:er llli' .. lll-':C$ ~t :be 
,,-e:lkncJs of IJllDlall Il~t:llre't ti~~n t;lt: rc .. 1Ji!1~:~ 01' Il~:n to 
give proteHion and CouutcHanLC: to ~:~ote w:~o 1fc woi: 
t..~an tllenlfe)ves, be~all:c t!le~· 3re ::,it:l~C~ fri~~lJs tQ !ik!;~" 
pOirty \'iews. Such C0Hlp!at:cncy (~() l~,m~ t~:: i:. this, u 
an exertion of ChriJiian ch,uity and 1cnuernds, t:-::..1 it is 
WOlllic:ri'lll to tl!:!lk \\-)13t ~;lt:'· \\".11 do, aliJ IllUt:h DlO:~ .. 
wond.:rfui that they :lfe not illliam~J of it, b~: operu!·. 
antI to ~l!l C!ppearallc:: hOlleiiJ)", delel!\-l it. 

,\ ·hatt:\·er U! lites t; ~~Ill \\·ith one part) .. , alienates tr~ir 
:tffedion frolll, and i:lh:rrupts their L,)rrctll-:mucuce "'ith 
the oppofite : Ilt:llce el.tremes are ~lroJ~:cttl 011 OOlh halltk 
P~r!oi~s of fierc~ and violent ten1lk7s, in their ZC-l!~ throw 
Ollt inllif~ri!lli:l~:.te refletl.iolls; a~l,l thole ~n~;e-J in allO
tll~r interctl1 tllrll a tleaf ear to e\"en" ~ccula!icn, as the 

• 
ll\c:re etft:d. of p.uty-malice and rdcntmcnt. Nay, it bas 
b~Cil obf~rv~u, lIlat it is iOnl~\vhat natufi,l for c1ersynleo, 
to .be Illore e:lulv irriti,l'ie at luch of tlleir brethr~ll as rir~ 

J 

above them in apparent cancern for rdigion, and ~eal for 
pronloting it, l.~an at thofe \\·110 fa) I bclo\y them. The 
fir:~ ~r~ a reproach to tbeir O\\~ll cOl1tlaCt antl cn3raBer, 
tile c:her ,~re a ;oiJ to it. So that e~"cr~~ Olle \\-ho e:poutes 
an)" 001(1 or \-igorou.s n1eafure~ nlay ia}~ his aCCOuilt with a 
icniil11e cG!tlrlcls, e\-cn tro,D fuch of his brethn:ll as are ill 
the llcxt irfIOe\!:!iate 3egree hcio\\J" !lim. 

Another very contiderahle uiffi~u!ty lies in Dly \vj.y. 

The more t!jC complaint of degeneracy in the church oi 
Scotlailll is jll:l, t:·,e lllorc difncillt, in one ~fpea) it ""ill 
be to carry a COll\-i~1iOI1 of it to the n.illtls, eitller of thc:e 
\\,ho are guilty of it~ or lllOI~ \\-110 obler\"c: it. ~l'l~e c~r .. 
rU 1,)tioll o~" a ch~!rch al\\~avs imnlies" ~\ )i~ht I~nf\.: o:"~he (!\~il - ~ .~ 

of iill; ai!~i l!lercfore" l~,)\¥e\·er 11lainlv I n:a~~ nlake i~ ai>-
I • • 

l,car, t!l:!!. f~cl) a!ld fu;;h iic1s art! (lOile, it \viII be IlarJ!a 
ell!, ·,,·lllt,;\; 111111)F t:~(\t tll~)· arc \\:rOllg" at leafi i!l atlY great 
(L~.J\.c:. l\Iany a d~rgYlllan will not yidll the one b3.lf 
of ti1vf~ t:l'11,~~ to be iillS that \v~rt: aJlllilt~l to be 10 a cell .. 
ltlr}' a~~o; 110r (10 th\!\9 !~e tIle OtiC! Il~lr of t~1e e\'il of lill, 
('iti;~r· in clc:rj.~y or laity, that was once taken for granted. 
~l"'lOi~ \'.'110 l1a \'e llot tll~ faille ij~as of nloralit)9, elll nc\9tr 
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c:"" of tIlt! ::",.~ ,I~ .. .!r\.'~ 01' it. ·1'!1\:t~ ,,-ho look u('On 
f..nl I," \\~\)~,jl~I\. f(~r i;lliallC(\ as 3" UIIOtcetT.lry pi~ce ct' 
cic\'l~·i€m. \\"~il Ilt-\"t'r h: bro:.;ht to im3 . .:il~, th;lt an aiT~m
b:\" ~ l)~l~ \~ il;t \'~vrte lor C:~)i.'iliiJ}~ of ,0 Illa'l'''· In~lllbers 

~ .. J' 

\\'~).) il,t~)~:~4~1;.~~ 11~~tt:~l tll~lt tl~t) .. , if I Il',ly be r:rlllitte\l 
I~~ u e f.) ol,I,I:a:l);()I)=~J a p~ir_'ie. 0,1 t!}~ oth::r I1-1n,l, 
t;lv\.t~::l I ih\,)uM proJtlce th.: nam::s .\n .. llinl~'ll~S l)f thoac 
ck~~·t who, IllO\111t~\1 Ul)()ll t!l:''"ir cOl.riers at tIle ptlblic ra· 
c~~ j ):n th~ g~n!l.:men 01 the turf,. and are ,,.-ell ni:iU~d i~ 
a!: th! ter:llS of tn;lt hOllo!':.l~=e art; tllOUgll I fho!:JJ naane 
thor~ \\"ho :tre to be :ounil at routs anti drU:llS~ al1d other 
pelite ~[~mbi;-.:~ nfthe f.lIne n3.tur~,:tnd c~n cJefcant with 
~ltcr clearllefs on th--: )3\\'"S of the ~i'ning-t .. b)e th:an the 
B~b::~ infte~d of being com'l'''ll\ied to prodllce a proof of 
t~: t:,~ls, 11h~ll)J ex~l to flnJ ffiilly \\-ho c.l\:nial the 
rel~v~oc)- of the crinl~3. 

For this reaion, before we g( (~rth~r, perbap! it \,"ill not 
be im ~roper to il\tr~iuce a general obler\"ation. If \\JtC 
collfiJrr tile circ~inltl~llces of the C)lUfc:h of Scotia.'ld~ \"C 

Dll)-, frOlll :l kl)c\\'Je=,)ge of h\lm~ll nature, and tile ex
~rl~nt~¢ of tuft a~s, i~i~iy affirm,. Ih~ is iil a las. and 
d~~e:ler~lte fi~tc:. It' it \\'el'e not til, it ,,-ouIJ be a 111i

nd\!. Nay" I wiil \~e'lture to go furth~r, and to fay, 
it wou:tl ~ fach a Olinde as ncv~r hlppened before. 
\~-~ in this church have enjoyc:d munterrupteti outwarl~ 
prvi~r~ty for iUor~ th:Ul ';:venty ye:lf~; and dliring all 
t •• ..lt ticl~et ha\·e not o:lly b~ell free froln per:ecu~ioll, but 
~lve enjoyed the: f:t\"or anti protetlion of the civil power. 
)f this long cour:~ of tempora: profperity ha. h;".l no 
tif.::d in bringing on a d~p!"avation of our lnanne~ it 
mutt nc!ds be a miracle; becauie it is contrary tv tb.2 
11~\tur,\1 ~ourre of tillI1~S; alld he that ,,·.11 )lretend to !Jll(l 
a p~riod. wIlen allY luch ttling h:tppenoo before, will, I 
am cOl\ldc:nt, be unfuccelsful. The primitive church 
\\·lS n:v~r IOllg \vitholit pcrif!cution dllring tile three !irft 
c~nturies; yet they had a trial how they could bear prof
llc:rity, in the \tlterval b-:t\\geen tIle llinth atld tenth perte. 
cutlon, i mmediatdy betor~ that dreadful one which they 
fuif.:r\!d Jndc:r the Emperor Dioddian. And. hiilory 
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informs us, that thOl~~h the~· had not then any ci"j) ella. 
blifhmen(, yet th~ t"3fe anti profperity which they enjoyed 
had a moli f.lta} influence upon their n~anners. .. 

So len~ as 3. minifter is oa!y in tI:e pon of greateft (}an.. 
geT', there will be lefs hazard of worldly men cndea\'oring 
te pufh themfeh'es into that fituaticn: but as foon as that 
office be~ins to be cOl'lidered 3S a quiet and fafe fettJement 
for this I:fe, how can it be but many, from no higher end 
than workUy intereft, wi n get and keep poffdlion of it ~ 
Therefore, though I were Jiving in J"pan, and knew no
thing eUc: of the church of Scotland, but that .he hdd en. 
joyed ruth a courfe of outward profperity, I would as cer. 
tain)~~ conclude, tJlat a corruptioll of manners was affefi. 
ing e\'en the clergy, as I would that iron which had been 
lQllg out of the furnace, and had not been rubbed or 
koured, would be growing rully_ 

.. ~fter all, it is fome\\"llat firange t that this ilerformance 
fbould {land in need of an apolog}', or tllat tIle accufarion 
againft it !hould be fo often repeated, That the author 
mutt be a bad n130 ; an{) that it is hurtfllI to the intereft 
of religion. This is certainly the clamor of the guilty, 
ancl not the judgillerit ()f the calldiu. rrhtre is no rueh 
apprehenfion of the t11illg beir.~ Crinl!llal alnong thofe 
'9;ho are tht! moll unprejudiced and impart~al judges; 1 
mean tIle laity. It is \\'cll kll0\\'n, ,,:ith how nluch ap
probati<ln it W~S read by them, wh~n nrfl plIblifhed; and 
11ot\vitillla!lUi11g tIle Jove of (leianlltion, ~.·hich is natural 
to mankill(l, I all} perfll3tlt"d its arlIllirers would ha\le been 
of quite a dift~l cnt clafs than they generally were, if it had 

'beel' againfl tlie interefl of religion; and that it \vould 
have had l1Q adillirers at all, if it had beell a fatire \vithout 
an objeCt. 

Let us fi.~rpf)f~ any perfon had tJl~en il1tO l1is hea(l to 
,vrire a· fatire ~ain(l tll~ lr.inifiets of tIle churell of Scot
land, and had thought proper to repre!ent them in an 
oppofitc light; fuppofe he had :"eprefented them as having 
arrived to fuch a degree of bigotry. as to be1it:ve, that 
no perfon CQuld be laved who had the Jean doubt of any 
thing contained in the large fyfiems of Piaet and Tur. 
1.otinG; att fo (cvere difd plinarians, that they were CGnt~ 
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nually harrafin~ gentlemen and noblemen, ao:1 fll mrr. on
inz them b::fofe their fdE~ns, fer but walkin~ out in their 
gn~Jens a littie ~fter ft:rmo? on the Lord'~ d;LY, or fitting 
half an hour too long at theIr bcttle after dln ner on otllt:r 
d:.ys; as fo r:~id aud mortified in their own lives, that 
they were in danger of bringing blCk the monkifh aune
ntv of the church of ROlne. 'VJlethe.r \\·0111J the autllor 
o(fuch a plrnphlet have b::en reckoned 'found in hi; 
judgment? \Vould any body ha\'e been fo idle as to 
featl it? or, if the}' did, \vould they not Il:l\-e ul1\.)erflood 
it back\vards? \Vhereas, in the prc:fent cafe, tllere was a 
tefiimony given to the truth and jutlice of the charat1ers 
drawn, by the arrent anel approba.tion of almoft every 
realier. 

The laity were nat the only witneffes of its propriety: 
many of tbe moll: eminent and refpeaable of the c1t!rgy of 
our lleighbor-countr)1, ga\'e eviclence in fa~·or of the Cha
raCl:eriftics. I haye been \\yell informc(l, that the BifllOP 
of L JOen, in cODverfation \vith a nobleman of our o\,,-n 
country, gave it a high -c.ornmelldation.; and added withal: 
" !t teems only directed againfi a .certain party of the 
" chllrch of Scotland; bUt' we have many in EIlgland ta 
" whom the characters are :very applicable." It is aleC) 
faid by thofe \vho (lefer\1e .creclit, that the Bifhop of 
o d [poke much in the fame way; and {aid, He willi
ed their 0\\,11 clergy ·\vould react it for their in-(lruaion and 
.correttion. Anci feveral llave feen a letter from the pre
i{~r.t Bif.l·lQP of G r, tllen Dr. 'v'" - :1, ,OIle of tIle 
100ft emil)ent authors of this age, to a mininer in Scotland, 
in which he commends t.he performance, and, particularly 
u:es thefe w-ords: "A fine piece of raillery againfi , 
" party to'."" il1Cll we are 110 flranger.s llere." 

Is it to be fuppoied, that fuch perions, emin\..lI[1t for 
worth and penetration, would have approved a thing fo 
evidently criminal as fome are pleafed to think this tract? 
Or are there indeed perfons of the charat'ters there repre
fented in the church of England, and none in the church 
.of Scotland? ShaH the perfons above-named op.:nly 
affirm, there are many fuch in En .;land; and mull the 
~;Un be condemned, without hea··~ :'g, ~nd without mercy, 
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""ho is fufpeC\ed of hinting there are fome fU,ch in he, 
flfier-churcll? I ha\~e often indeed refleCted, \~'l'th fome 
furprife, on the different fituation of affairs i!l Scotland 
and in England. '. I ~ave feen many books printed ill 
England, with the name~ of th~ authors, which plainly 
and without ambiguity affirm, that the~e are fome : of the 
Clergy proud, ambitious, tinle.fervers, and tools of thore 
in power; fome of them lazy and flothful, lovers of eafe 
and pleafuie; fome of them fcar.dalous and diOolute in 
their mariners; . rome of tllem ~lho]l}~ igllora~t a11(1 infuffi
dent; and that all are tolerated by thofe who prefide. 
Thefe things they affirm, without the lean danger,orap
preh:!nfion of it. But were any man to puhlilh a book 
tllat 11ad tile tenth part of fllCh feverit}~ in it, ill Scotland, 
r.e ought, at t~e fame time, to have a j)lip hired to fly to 
another country. '.'. . · <. .' , 

. But the llr'ongeft of all general proofs of the jufiice of 
tIle fatire in' the CharaCterifiics, 'is the behavio'r of thofe 
who are' fuppofed 'to be aimed at. ' T'he lamentable out· 
cry they made' at 'tirft, the malice and refentment they 
'have ever finc~ difcove'red againfi the author, prove to ~ 
clemonfiration, that his reproofs are \veIl founded. We 
fhall reduce the argument to this ibort form: Either 
there was' gr~lind for this [atire, or there was fJOoe. If 
~here w'as none, neithe~ Curely 'could there befor one half 
bf the complaints that have been ma(le againft it, 'for it 
woul(lllavc 'beell pej-feCtly harmIefs.· l\fariy 1 e\'en of the 
prefent clt~gy of the church of Scotland, do . not find 
themfeJves touched by it in the leaft degree.' If the cha .. 
rafters of the Tefl lay no more open' to . the {trokes of 
raillery, why fhould thei have been fo much dirconcerte~ 
by it ? If they ,rere not hit, it is impoffible they c~uld be 
h~lrt.·· . '-" '. .. . . .. . 

· l'hefe gen~ral arguments, of themft':1 ves, might fatisfy 
any ;.mpartial p::rfOlf; but let us now go a little further, 
and confider particularly (he prefent ftate of the church of 
Scotland, and h~w far it might give occafion to the fatire. 
It would be tedious to menti~n every iingle firoke of 
raillery' cOlltained in that T)'errortl1~nce; but fo far as it 
t.arric~ a cenfure of principles or ch.traCters genert~ny 
\ . 
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prevai1in~, they may be reduct'd to the three following 
claffes, Doctrine, Dilcipline, and Government. \Ve {hall 
c:xamine each of there: dillinEUy at,d feparately. 

1. Let us confi~ler our preft'nt flate in point of Dotlrine. 
It is certai111}' 11illtt(1, that tllere are rrlany \\'110 have de. 
p~rted from the old protefiant principle~ contained in 
our Confdfion of Faith and Catechifms. And is it poffi
ble to (len}1 this faa? Is it not tIle general complaint 
of the people through the whole kingdom, that from many 
pulpits there is little to be heard of the peculiar d08.rines 
Df the gofrJel? or, if tlley be mentioned at all, it is no more 
than an 3\vkward all(l col.J cOlnpliment to fclve appear
ances, while fomething very different is chiefly infified 
011. If I alll 110t mifiaken, the leading (ioClrincs, both in 
the holy Scri ptures, and tn the confeffions of all the pro
ttflant Chllfclles, are, " Tl:~ lo!t and fallen {tate of man 
" by nature ;-The abfolute neceffity of f.llvation through 
'" Jt:fus Chrifi ;_rrhe pardon of fin by the riches or di. 
U ville grace, through the im})uted righteoufnefs of the 
" Sav;onr ;-SanC1ification and comfort by the Holy 
" Ghofi.~' There (loCtrines are of fo great monlent, and 
l~ave fo extenfive an influence on the whole of praEl:ical 
religion, that where they nr~ firmly believed, they win 
not oIlly be often brought clireEtty irl vie\v, bllt the mln
ner of fpeakillg t1l)on e\~ery other fubjetl: will be fuch, as 
to leave no jealou(y of an intended omiffion; yet certain 
it is, that marl)' are the complaints upon this fllbjeB: from 
eyery quarter; a~c.!. the~elore I am warranted t? infe~, 
flther tilat the c.ioCtr!!1e IS corrllpted, and fomethtng elfe 
i.l~ter1tionall)7 t'lllgllt, or tllat tIle perions complained of 
are uttetl)T i.ncarJable of expreffing themft:lves in fuel) a 
nla!1 ner as to b~ u oclerfio()(l. 

I fllalJ 110\\t f)ut tl1c argument in another form. There 
is unqucflionably a great difference in point of doCtrine 
1)~t\\'etl1 fome nliniflers ancl otlltrs. If the Olle fort there. 
Jore preach the dcCtrine contained in the Confeffion of 
Faith, undoubtedly the others either contradiCt or omit it. 
I am perfuaded there are feme who would be alhamed ':0 

l~t've it thought, that they preached this dctlrine; and 
nothing is more plain, th410 that thofe who ar.e knon"n to 
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.do fo in the mofi clear and e~plicit manner, are ufuaUy 
the objeCts of their jealoufy or hatred. It is probable I 
fhai! be to]cl here, \\ih}Y do you (flake tI1~f~ gt:lleral com. 
plaints? name the particn lar perfons, produce your evi. 
dence, and prove the charge: they ~·ill, in tllat cafe, be 
immediate])! laid afi(ie. To tllis I allf\ver, tllat it is a 
very eaf}· thing for a man to preacJl erroneOllS (lOCtrine 
in filch a marlller, that it fila)} be impoffible to con\~ia 
him by a lega: profecution in a free country. Every day 
1hO\\tS, that men m,l}? print fediliol1, treafon, anc] even 
blafphem)9, ill futh a \vay, that no hunlal1 law can take 
hold of it. 'Vhat then flloulcl hinder mtn to preach he. 
refy under the fame prudent clifgllifts? Befi(les, \\'hat 
would a profecution fignify, if it mun come belare a ~ourt, 
of which, between c1ergy and laity, perhaps a plurality 
of members differ little in opinion from the panneJ. 

l\~y fubjeB: does not oblige me to fay any thing upon 
~he e~cellence ancl iml)ortance of the neglet1e(1 tru(hs, 
}ret I will take tbis opportunity of delivering m}F opinion 
in a few ~'ords. Tllefe dotl:rines I am perflla(le<.l are not 
only tr~ il) themfdves, but the great toundation of all 
praCtical religion. ''''''here\?er the}' are maintainecl aJlcl 
jnculcated, firiClnefs ancl purit}9 of lif~ ancl nlanllcrs \\~iIl 
be their natur~l effect. ()n the contrary, where they are 
llegleaed, an(} a pretended t11eory of n)oral virtue fublli. 
ttlt~d in their room, it \\,ill inlmediately and ·certainl}' ill

trocluce a deluge of l)rufanitj· ap.d iJllmOraliry ill practice. 
Of thi~ the prefent ftate of our o\vn churcll all<.l l1ation, 
~orn pared ~lith that of former peri()(ls~ is a flrong antI me· 
lancholy proot: 

But t~ere is no oC~afiO[l for enterillg fllrther ~nto this 
fubjeCl:; the ridkule in the Charafteri'aics turus not fo 
~UC11 on the trutl1 or importance of there doCtrines, as the 
grQfs abfllrdityof men's fublcribing wh%'>t they do not be· 
lieve. Ho\ve\Ter firrn a perfllafion I m~:}7 lla\'e of any 
(yHem of opinioIl$, the right of private jurl~ment and free. 
dom of inquiry, ) "'oule} \villl to remain facred and ill\~i
olable. Thole who ufe this liberty, with courage, and 
with candor, ought to l~e 11eI(1 ill t11e 11igbefr eiteenl l",y 
everyone who diirer~ from then1. ~3t!t fer n~C;1, at 11~eif 
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entrance on the facl'ed office, folc:mnly to fubfcribe to the 
troth of ,,·Ilat all their lives '\lt~r tlley en(leavt'r to uo\l:r
mine ao() dtllrcy, is at Ollce fo criminal aOll [0 abfunl, tilat 
JlO reproof gi\'en to it can poffibly exceed in point of feve
rity. I take the liberty here of tranfcl"ibing a pai(l~e from 
a printed ferJnon, preacl1e(] at the oJ:ellin~ of a f}'n()lJ in 
S~otland: where, fp~aking of thefe fubfCriptioflS, the au
thor fa},s, "This is fo direCt a \'iolation of fint:erity, that 
" it is allollilliing to tllillk 110\V men can ret their tllin~ts 
" at eafe in tIle l)rofjleCt, or keep tJlem in pea.ce after the 
"ddiberate commilfi'Jn of it. l'he very excufes and 
" evafions that are offered in defence of it, are a difgrace 
,. tl) reafon, as well as a fc:mdal to religion. '''hat fuc
" cefs can be expected fronl that lllan's 111illifiry, \\·110 11e. 
" gillS it \\~ilh an aCt of fo complicated guilt? Ho\y call 
" he take upon him to reprove others for fin, or to train 
'e thtm up ill virtue and true goodnefs, \vhile himfelf is 
&, chargeable \vith direCt, premeditated, and perpetual per
u jury? I know nothing fo nearly refembling it, as thofe 
" cafes ill trade, in Wllicll 111en make falfe entries, antI at 
"OIlee {creen and aggra\Tate their fraud, b}~ [\vearing, or 
"callfing otl1ers to f\vear, contrary to truth. This is 
"jufUy reputed fcandalous, even in the world; and yet 
" I knO\v no circumflance in which they differ, that 
"does not tend to fho\v it to be lefs crilninal than t~le 
" other."· 

1'here nlay be fome of the laity \\1ho ha\"e themfe1\"es 
an i11\Vard averfioTl to the fyflem of doCtrine contained ill 
our Cont~"!ffion ancl CatechiflJ1S, and \\1110, for tllat reafon 
are pleafe(l witll fuch of tIle clergy as preach in a different 
{lrain: but [lire I am, \VllOeVer \vill refleCt uI)on the cir. 
cumftat1ce of tl1eir 11avjl\~ all fubfcribetl to it, call tleVer 
have a high opinion of their conduCt upon the whole, but 
mult COlllielnn the: il1flncerity, Jet tIle I)ropofitions fubfcri
beel, be in tileillftlves either true or falfe. 

'Vhat is above; may fuflice as to doctrine in general. 
The pa~ticular Hrittures in the CharaCl:erifiics againfi a 
falfe taUe in compofition, may well enough anfwer for 

• :'.lr. \Vitherfpoon'~ Synod.fermoll. 



tl:emfd~c5 W!t:1oet anr lld~ nee. ·rhat t:ltre h:we ~iI 
mall)- ill!!-t!lCeS !)f fir,tll~ illco:lgrlaiiY in ,I.is par,icu!u, 
is b::ycnd aU qudlion. .A cOki~ heartlcls, ilh.E!f~T~lat 

fila f f~l·~'l'" ~n 'h,':~ I'u:'\;~'l~ i,,, t»h~ ~ ~.~ mann,-r C &r---':-".' ~ , ••• ~ •• ,." .• - '-J~'-'-' .,. ... , .... t! ~VU. 

fpeakc:r an..! hcm:r h.ln: 1'0 gre:lt! n.,y n3 Ids than a.l in6. 
nite cone~rn ; an ollent.ltious f\\'dl of wor\.ls, or a pointed 
ornamented tQPpery of !iy Ie, Jo in fuiteJ ttl the gr.l\-ity of 
the p~!pit; a:'1 :abnractaJ, ~6nal. or philo!ophieill Ji~ 
quifi:;~n, ""hie!.,. if it has .lIlY lne3nin~ at all, perh:aps ni\t 
three in the au\,!ience can pcm~)ly undcrH.uld; are th~r'C 
im3ginary~ or ;!re they real ch;tr.tdc:rs? If they are chi . 
• ~a~rs ~lr~l\\-tl fr,)m r~:ll likl where is the fill or dall~er of 
~xpo6n{! th~m? J.or In}- 0\\'11 part, lain grit!\lted to fee fa 
liltI~ It!arnin~ among the gen\!rality of the nl!ui!tcrs oi 
this church, \\."Ili~ll is prohlbly O-'\'i!'g to t!:eir po'tert}\ 
But I am ill a good meafure comforted \\"ith t!.is retieBion, 
tl11t the \\·eakeil common)}' d~ as mue}} lefv!cc as the 
lvife!}; b~c3ufe, thOllgh th~y \V::;'~ e~~er to wiliing, they 
are not able to fiil the audience \~ith ao}Y 3dlnir,~ticn of 
themfelves, and therefore their a~tentioa mufi be fixed up. 
()n the trut~ls lleli\'ered, anti not the parts atld Dlanner of 
the f peaker . 

~. Let us confi(ler a little the fiate of the chllrch of 
Scotland with refpett to Difcipline; that is to fay, dlt 
illfpe8:ion of the lllora]s of miniflers a~d people. Upon 
the olofi deliberate revie\v, all I can tnd intln13ted in 
i.he charatleriflics tlpOn tllis 1l11~ea, is, tllat there lS far 
lefs firiEtnefs and tenderl1efs of converfation, leIS uf tile 

appearance of pitly and devo!ion, in perfons of the fpi. 
TituaI funaiflll, tlll0 forn1eriy; 311U lc::fs feverity, ill the 
exercife of <.lifcipline, Ullon tllofe \~·llO Offelld. 
. 'tVI;at fhall I fay in cletellce of tl~is, bllt that ti1e thing 
appears to me to be manifdUy true? There are no parti. 
cular crinles cllarged, but in general, levity and \vorldly 
converfation, with a negleCt of the duties of the (\crec.l office. 
And would to God there were not the g.reaten caufe of 
charging, not merdy fome few diforderly perfons, net 
l)",erely tIle j"oullgell fort in geileral, but all \vithollt excep
tion) 3S in lome meafure guilty~ If there is a remarkable 
increale of (;orru ption among th~ worn, there will aHo be 
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I tifib!e llct:l~!lfio'l in zeal and piety among the be Ii. 
'f.iis is \\-Ilat tilt: 113tural courJe of tllillgS teaclles us to ex
p:ct. It is ;tHo what our S,wiour himJdfhath forewarned 
us .if; ,l Bt'{'al!J~ iniquity 1ha1l abound, the love of many 
, •• han wax. collI," l\htt. xxi\·. 12. The prefent ~ge is:I 
mu~irtg esample of this, both with refpeft to the clergy 
an\.113it~·. 4-\S tllere is an alaro1ing degree of infidelity 
Ilh.limpidy among many of e,,"c:ry rank, fo even thofe 
~':lO prefente lome regard for religion, fall very far fhort 
ot that eminellt :tll(} exetT!plary piety \vhicll rome ali\"e 
blve teen in Chrifiians of the Iafi age, anu of whict our 
ta:~~ers have toI~J itS. 

I ~ln vel}· fenfible, that the (legeneracy of their O\VI1 

ti:nes has been tIle conflant and ullifurm complaint of 
Tc!igious antI moral writers in e\ler}" age, an(l that they 
may be liabi:: to lonle (lecelJtion in tllis particular: but 
It the fanle tin1e, the recor<ls of hifiory 1Jut it beyond all 
q~eftion~ that there have been Dlauy in:lances, among all 
Illtiol1S1 of local ancl temporary reformation, of local and 
occafional depiavation. Perhaps (though I fee no reafon 
for affirming it) the qU3ntity of human ii'irtue, through the 
whole earth, may be nearly the fllme in every age; yet 
tertaillly it often chlnges its rerKle-nce, and l~aves one na
tiOIl, t(l fettle in another. Nay, it fcems very reafonable 
to belie\?e,. that as human thillgS are never at a fial1d, a' 
ChUiCh and nation, in a quiet and peaceable fla~e, is al. 
'nys growing infenfibly \Vorfe, till it be either fo corrupt 
as to cleferve and procure extermillating. judgments, or ira 
tIle infi:lite mere}' of Gccl~ by fOIlle great fhock or revolu
tion, is brought back to iimplicity and purity, and reduc
ed,:ls it were, to liS firfi princil)les. 

rrl1ey are m u(::h to be blamed therefore, \vho, becaufc .. 
the complaint~ of fome moral writers are exaggerated. 
an,,} tllcir conlparifolls not always \vell fOt)nded, treat 
every thing of this nature as foolifh and \'ifionary, re. 
fnfing fo much as to examine whether the charge brought 
3gai~(t themfelves is juft or groundlefs. On the conL'ary, 
I cannot help being of opinion, that it is every man's 
duty to do all in his power to retard the progrefs of cor
ruption, by firiCtnefs lnd tenderncfs in his own perfonal 
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"':ilk, fidelity md vigilanc~ in toe du,i~s of;.} puNic t'~. 
tion, and a bold and open telHmooy a~inll ~very thing 
contrary to the illterefl of true ~n(1 und~filCtl reli6ion. 

But becaufe we have new chiefly to tlo with the d~, 
let us return to them. If it were proper, I C{louid ~3fi!y 
produce examples- of indet:cnty and impiety in d~rgy. 
men, fufficien\. to fill every lerious perfon \\·ith the dttpeft 
concern; anti which the moft relaxed moraEft ,!vuld n~ 
be able to detend; but as I w('I".lid fain believe, that th:np 
very ~ofs are yet but feldom comm:tted aJllcng us, and 
are not comolonly known, I than confine myfelf only to 
things more open1y practiCed by 01 any , anti too ealify to. 
Ierated by all. This is the more proper, that the book I 
am defending can fcarcely be char~etl with difdofing hid. 
den fcenes, but dwells on iliCh ~eviations from dctv, as 
are epiden.ic and genera], and ratber fmiles at the ridicu
lou~, than expofes the guilty part of every charalter .. 

There i~ one circumftaoce whicll I am afraid betravs 
many into a mifiake. The world in general ex~a$" a 
great " comparative" fanaity in thore who be&r the facrt8 
effice; tllerefore, \vhen miiliflers take a little libertY, others 
think themfelves warranted to take a great deal more .. 
Thefe fentilnents, which are univerfal, contribute tc. keep 
the proportion between the clergy antI Jai~y alwa}-s nearly 
the f31ne. 'Vhen therefare clergymen fee the (liflance 
Rill remaining between thenl allu ()(llerS, they are ready 
to forget ho\v far they are both trom tIle place \,-here they 
ought to have been. 

Many things are faults in a mininer, which, if not in. 
nocent, are certainly far lefs, criminal in other nlen. 
rrhere is alfo a fpeci~s of faults which I apprehend do 
render a minifier jufUy contemptibk, upon which no 
law, either cl\til or ecclC!fiailic, can 13}J holll; and \vhich, 
for that reafon, are the proper cbjects beth of fc:rious and 
iatirical f{proot~ If one ret apart t~ the ftfvice of Chrift 
in the gofpctl, manifefHy f)~ows his duty to be a burden, 
and does no more work thap. is barely fufncient to fcreen 
him from cenfllre; if he! reckons it a piece of improve
~nt, how fdJorn, or how fhort, he can preach; and 
make his boail how many omillions lle has brought a pa· 



rient and :la injl1~ p.~~ple to endure 1Ilithout complaint; 
T. ~:Ie at the r~me time,. he cannot f~u with temper of 
t.~o~e \Tho a~ \\-illillg to do more than himfdf; however 
imp0f5!>le it m;}y !le to :.If,em;n his uults by a libel, he 
jut})y meri~:; the deldlation of e\'ery faithf.al :ninifter, and 
e~1')' re;ai C!-!rit'iian .. 

That rud: is th~ (,:1r~ "'i:h not a fe,,, :1!1longfi us, there 
ut~e ~u:tt reatOn tobelien. The hea\"y and general 
coolpiaints rf the people from feme quarters, and their 
gr~!s ignor3:,ce in ot~rs, prove it beyond contraditlion. 
Thole \\"hof~ condutt is not ti.lbJe to this imputation~ will 
Rot find, that they bave ful'eretl the fmaUeft injury, ia 
point of~"arlaer, by the publication of the Chanaerii: 
tics, e~ceptir'g fuch as feel the wounds given to their 
friends as fer.fibly as thore gi'l~n io themfelves. In this 
clfe, howevf r, they ha~e an ea(v remedy: Let them 
b have no fdlowJhip v.tith the unfruitful works of darknef:s, 
" b!lt rJ!!lef reprove tllem. " 

I am un\y, "ling to enter farther int~ the d .. lraaere of 
minili,!"S; and therefore shaH only add, let the impartial 
hut confider 'what happened a few years ago, and theft 
fay, \\1thether \ve are not greatly rela.,=ed in point of difci
piine. Did r!ot fevent miniJlers think themfelves at Ii .. 
berty to atten(! the entertainments of the itage ? I am fen
fible, many \\'-: II imnlediatel}~ pars fentence upon me as a 
p~rf()ll of very narrow principles, for illtr~ucing this as 
Ii nlirk of our,}epra'lity. I Inufi however infifl: upon it, 
front tIle Ullit:d teflimon\· of tIle heft and \\9ifeft of the 
Heathen write:-s, the unifllrm fentiments and pratiice of 
the primitive churcll~ and the pieces \\"ritten for the flage 
ill modern tiln~s, which any mi.n ma}~ perllfe, that the 
performances cf hired players have never yet been cou
JtH~ted \\ .. ith to much decency as to deferve tIle counte
nallce an(111reft~nce of a minit1er of Chrifl. The Gene. 
fal AJfemtlfy did indeed judiciaily difapprove of that liber. 
t'.~ taker} h,T minifiers; but the Cetlture infiiCte(1 on tile 
~!~nc,lers i; fo gt'nt!~, ~hat it was then t~ ~ opinion of rna. 
n~1. it ,9,"OllL.l ilave a 6r~ater tendencj;" to encourage, than 
tC' l)re\·crlt t~i~ repetitiun of the otte!lce. It no\v appears 
tbe'yr lth.1;!·~(l ri~:1t; for, if I ail1 :lot ~'·reatl\· nlifillfOflneu, 

4 wI~· ~, w, 



A Serious Apology for tbe 

tile ofTt:nce has been r~peated fince that time with abroJt!t~ 
~Ilpllnit}· • 

If the morals of the clergy themfd\'es . are corruptetl, 
there is all the reafon ill t)1e \\'orl~l to expeCl, that tIle reins 
of difcipline \vill be 11ackcne(1 as to the (iifoT(lers of otllers. 
trfllis indecli is fo notorious, tllat it \\"ould be i<lle and un~ 
neceffary to attempt a proof of it; and therefore 1 fhall 
only make a refleCtion or 1 \\-0 upon tIle TeCC1)t iO.l given, 
not long ago, to a propofal fpr ctnfuring thefe writers 
who had pubJifl1ed and avo\\-ei.l jrr~ligio~~s aI!d ilnn10ral 
fentinlerit~. It is "re11 kno\vn \v)lat vi9Ient o})))ofition thi~ 
prol)ofal met \vitll ; nor will it 1'0011 be forgot, \Vllat fort 
of reafonin~ was preu againfi it; and nothing can fliow, 
in a clearer ligl1t, L~i\t 10\" al1~1Iangui(1 flate to \\'llicll OU~ 
difciplille i$ 110W reducf(l. It \\"as generally reprtfente~ 
as a fpecie~ of perfecution, and as floWing from a perfe
~uting fpirit. Upon tl~is J fhalllay befor~ th~ read~r one 
or t\VO very {hort refleCtions. 

Ift ,\Vhat is ecc1efiafiical cenfure ? Is it any more than 
~ judicialdeclaration, that flICh and fuch .things are con~ 
~rary to the fpirit of tlle gofi)el, and inconfifient \vith th~ 
eharaCtcr of a Chrifiian? No civil penal~ies follow upon 
jt among us, anclllO civil penalties Qught to fol}o\v Upo!l it 
in any natiqn. Froll~ this it is very l)laill, that fuch cen· 
fures, as they are in their ,nature j.un an~1 necdlary, fo 
they carry the evi~ence pf their juflice in themfdves. If 
~n any cafe they are nlifar)l)lie~l, ~n~i a perfon is con<.1enln". 
ed for wllat i~ laudable, fucll cOllrlenlnatipil ca~ refle~ nf) 
difilonor l)tl~ llpOIl tllole \\'ho pronOll11ce it. 

2dly. 'Vh~tller filOUJJ \\'C be o10tl read}1 to l)e provoked 
, at tile impuc.lellce of l)rofefiea unbeli~'T~r~, dtfiring to re· 

tain th~ n~me of Cllri11ian~, or to ftllile at tIle abfllrdit}7 
of calling it perfecution to deprive them of it ? If infideli· 
ty \Vp.re::l principle, properly fl)e~lkillg, or implied a fyf. 
tern of real and pofitive opin;ons, ali of that perflJaficQ 
}Voul,i reckon tllenlfelves boun(l ~s 11011~!l nle~l, to r<:
:pouQ~:e their baI1tifln, an(l every apl)arent relation to t.he 
gelud,ed believers. Inneau of .defiring &.dmiiIion to"what 
~hrifiians call their privileges, they would confider the 
i~PQf.i~ion ~[ fuch ~hings a~ a gfeat·ha~·dfhip, and beg th~t 
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they might have nothing to do with them; and in (uch 
a cafe, certailll)' dlle regard \\'-IJuld be pa!ll to their tcnder 
confciel1ces. As to tIle cllarge of perJecutiol1, it is the 
moit riJicll1ol1S illlagillaule.' rl"ll~}· tllelllielves are the 
aggreGors; anu though they are our open enemies, think 
proper to be greatly offcntkd, when we fly they are not 
our ti·iends. 

3tHy. \Vhat can be the meaning of thole profdling 
Chri:lians ,,;110 (Iefire to ret,till ill t}!t:ir {;OllJmUlllOll the 
enemies or tIle gofpel? t:all tIle}:, or \\'ill tile}' (10 lIS atlY 
fcrvice? Is it p(\flibJe that tlle~' carl brillg us an)' OOllor? 
Call it l)e of allY bell~fit to tI1el~!felves? Kone of all 
thefC!. But it tllllft ,~!riI)l\' len~11 the [a.llcrit\, of the Cllril: 

• J 

tian ch~ratler in tilt: '-1.!)I)reilelllJOll of Inatlkilltl ill g~:1eralt 
anti give the IlllhJl)I)Y l)erio11s tllelUftlves more reafDn 
than any other circumllance whatever, to fay, the whole 
is Ilotlling at bottonl t)ut ueceit an~1 impofition. 

3- It now remains only to confider the prefent nate of 
tl1e chllrch of ScotIa.llll lvith refpett to its govemnlent. 
Th!s, fo far as it is different from the forlner, or at leaR: 
fo far as it is touched uI)on ill tIle CllaraCleriftics, relates 
chiefly to the ac.lmiilion of minitlers, with a few hints upon 
the qua!ifiGations and atteftation Qf elders who fit as mem
bers ill tIle fuoreme court. . a . . 

The admiffion of minifters into vacant congregations 
is indeed a matter of the higbdl moment, and the oppo
fition of lentiments among us upon !his fubjeCl, probably 
lies at t~le l)ottom of all Ollr other clifferences. I am alia 
or OpiIlioll, tl-\~t tIle COI1tinuanr:e of "'hat 11a\!e beell com
nl0111)' cal led ~'violent f~ttlel!lents," \vill llave the moll: 
certain and powerful infl'Jence in bani filing religion and 
(leCellC)', an{} bringillg llS i:lto a fituatioll of \V Ilich I ella
ritably believe many w"hc 1)lo!ecute theft! mearures have 
not the lean: fufl)lcioI1. \\7"i!lingl}T t~lerefore, \vere it in 
my power, would I contribute to open the eyes of fome 
of my brethren, en the pernici:)llS confequences of their 
O\Vll C01!tlucr. But I lla\'e tIle (li[coura~eme~lt to refiet't, 

c 

that the to:"Ct:! ofcuflom, and the power of prejudice, will 
prob.\oly HiUl their,ears againfi any thing 1 have to ofl""cr. 



A Serious Apology for the 

In order, if poffible, to procure fome attention, let me 
intreat tlle reauer not to imagitle, that I hav·e embraced 
Dr am about to plead in favor of ruch ridiculous and ab~ 
furcl notiol1S, as tllrougll ignorance or malice are com. 
monly imputed to me and others of the fame fentiments, 
fuch as, That every Cbrifiian, as fuch, has a right to can 
a nlillifier Dpon an eflablifhment; atld that Chrift hath 
purchafed this right for them by his death; and therefore 
that they OUgllt to auert this right, though in the moll 
feditious and diforderly m,anner. "\Ve know perfettly 
,veIl, that it is a quefiion, not of right but of tatt, '\iho 
has a title to caU a mininer to enj')Y the public mainte. 
nance? and that none have any title to it at all, excepting 
thore to \VllOnl the law gives it. Neitller would lye con., 
tend, that everj man ought to have fuch a right, though 
\ve have it in Ollr pO\\Ter to make ne\v laws upon that 
fubject. Such a feeming equality would be a real ine. 
quality. The fum of my belief in this matter is contained 
in the follo\ving propofitions. Every mall llatll a natural 
right. well fecured to him in this happy ifland, to judge 
for hitnfelf ill ~ver)1 thing that regartls r~ljgion, and:n 
~dhere to an}! minifler he plea!es, 0.11 the eflablifhnlent, 
or in oppofition to it. The legal fiipend, levied originally 
from the l)llblic, \vas certainly intended tQ provi(le a fulli. 
cient and Ilfeflll pallor to the people witllin tIle buunds 
of a certaill parifh. He cannot be of tTluch ftrvice to 
them, .if tlley be t1l)on ill ternlS with hilU; he call be of 
none at all, if tlle}Y \\·il1 not hear 11im. No rna:l oueht 
to be compelled, by ecclefiatlical or civil penalties, to 
1ubnlit in fnell a cafe; atl(l though 11e \vere, fllCh forced 
religion ,':oeld be worfe than none. 'fhe only inference 
I (lra\\-~ frc:ll there princil)les, is, tl1at decency, al1(lOUr 

indifpenfab!c duty as clllwch-courts, requires us to make 
110 fucll f~tt)cn1et1ts, wi~l)ol\t tlie deepeft regret, anl1 never 
without a rell necefIity. Perha pt; I might go a little far. 
ther, and tl)'" tllat notlli11g can excu!e us front l11al~ing 
tllem at all, \vllile our o~ce of of(iin,\tioll contli1ues in 
its i11'efent ferm. 

'fhe queition then rens precifdy on this lingle point,: 
])ocs the h \\, as jt nqw n~nu~) com pel us tQ make all t:lele 
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fettlements without exception, anel without e~ponulation ~ 
If it does, wIllt is the:: benefit, and what is the meaning of 
the feparate independent jurilaiClion of our courts, to 
which the decifion of ruch c~.tdes is committed by law, 
and iecured by the treaty of union? It is in vain to dif. 
femble it, we have brought a great part Qf the hardfllips 
upon ourfe1~cs; and. thole who in thtir hearts are averfe 
from parochIal electIons, only pretend the law as a color 
for their condua. Were fettlements refufed when high
ly inexpedient, and patrons treated with decency, we 
fuould have little trouble from them, At any rate, as 
the perfons prefented, whethctr probationers or miniflers7 

are entirely in our power, by authority exerted here, eve
ry remaining difficulty would be removed. 

I believe thi.s is the fid\: infiance that ever bappened, 
of churcllolen furrendering the po\ver and influence \vllich 
the law gave them, into other bands, without refifiance, 
anel without complaint: l1ay, many of them zealoufly 
conterding for it, and ellablifhing it by their own repeated 
.Jecifions. It would be no' hard matter to point out t..lte 
real caufe or caufes of this condutl:; but at pre::fent I for
bear, and leave it to every man to affign them for himfelf: 
only I cannot help lamenting, that Ollr noble, venerable~ 
republican conHitution, leems to be 19 near its period. 
V/hether it is likely to undergo any outward change is of 
little moment: \Vl1en the fpirit is gone, the remaining 
name atld fOfln is not \\Torth being COl1tend(;d fer. 

Bm. that I may not wholly yield to defpondency, flnce 
~ T\ alteration of mtafures is yet poffible, I {hall now lay 
'betore the reader a few of the certain confequences of 
our continuing in the fame. \Vhen it comes to be a fet. 
tled point, thdt a prt:l~lltation, alOlle and llnfupported, in. 
fallibly lecures a icttlement, they will be openly and Lcan. 
daluufly bought and 101d. 1'his is the t:! fe in England, 
notwittlHanding the ilronge!1 law5 againfi: fimony, and a 
trem~ndous oath, \vhich the in~umbel1t llimfelf mull take 
b(;for~ ilis inuuttll)ll. A11<.i it \\9ill al\va,·s be the cafe in 
every country, in the preie::l1t nate of human na~ur~. Our 
own experience lllay teach us this. \Vithin thele k~v 
years, tD~re have b-!t.>fl tever.11 comp~aints of !imony in 



this church, an(l ,rery great zeal has been fhown to make 
Jaws for prc\'ent ;n:: it, 1'h.lt zeal is h:ghir commtllda_ 
ble ~ but, alas! it \·;ilI be ql1ite ineffeCtual. 1'0 tiRngtnen 

. the power of preft:otatiolls, and yet prevent fimony, is 
ju!l 3S hopeful' an attempt, as to open the windows, and 
keep out the li~ht. The art and invention of interefied 
perions, to find a way of evading 1aws after they are rna~e, 
is always far fuperior to the foreiight ~f the wifdl men, 
in'l)ro\yi(ling againfl cafes \\-hich l1a\"e llot )~et happened. 

rrhere is one diflrdling circumfiance in this proJix:fr, 
that fimoniacal paaions among us will be hurtful and re. 
proachtlll in an uncommon degree. The fettlenlents in 
Scotla-nd are generally fmall; they \vill lle every }'ear of 
fiilllers va1ue by the improvements of the country, and 
increafinb 'wealth of other claffes of men. I n what a beg. 
garl}' conliition then \viII thofe be \\~ho llave been obliged 
to pay dear for fo [canty a provifion? Perhaps the reader 
will fay ~ Happily, few of the purchafer~ have any money 
to give. I b(!lic:ve fo: but this \\-pill not Inentfthe mat~ 
ter; for the moO: mean and .fordid, perhaps fcancialous, 
conlpliances mull corne in tIle place of nloney. I am 
afhamed e\'en to mention fome of the \vays by \vhich it is 
~rldoubte(lly certain prefe11tations ,vill be, beCalJfe they 
h,ave been I)rocured. Can allY min.ifter tllillk of this 
without ~he deepen concern? . 

SUC]l a Jniniflry nlllfi fall into the lo\vefi and mofi con. 
temptible frate, through poverty and ignorance. \Vc 
differ Inllch from the churcll of Englalld. In tllat church, 
thougIl tllere are many of the inferior clerp:y in the molt 
abjeCt conclition, tllere are alio ITlany (lignified perfons, as 
tlle}· are calle(}, \Vll0 enj3Y ample revenues and great eafe. 
1'hefe have lloble opportullities for fiu(l}', ancl are ena· 
ble(l to difiillguilh themfelves by wort,s of liter.ature. By 
~his llleans the cl1urcll of Etlgland (lerives a luftre fi·oln 
the -characters and \vritirlgs of particular nlenlbers, \vhich 
111e does not deferve for tile gelleral frlnle of ller conflitu
tion. But \Vllat mllfl be tIle cai~~ in ScotIall(l? Shall \\~e 
vcntl1Te to look a little fllrther i11to futurit\7 ? IJa\~e our 
countrymen fo little fpirit as to fuomit to ia much mifery 
and fcorn ? No; it is more th(,.!1 prob~\ble fame of them, 



a~ once ftimulated by ambition, and compdled by neecf
fit}" will gradually alter the tOllfiitution. They will in
troduce filleCllres al1d pluralities, til,lt they tllenafel\·es 
may li,'e in fplendor and dignity, while the remaining 
part {hall he thrufi down to a flate more defpicable than 
ever. I( is in vain to thillk, tllut the equality of "·otes ill a 
General l\iTembly will hinder this: for &s po\\·er follo\\·s 
property, a very few perfons enriched by additional fala
ries, \\-"itll the faitIlfll1 affiflance of tl1oft! \\·110 are (l,lzzlecl 
with the fame expeClations, will cafiJy govern the refl. 
The truth is, many of them, defpairing of fuccefs, and ill 
able to bear the expenc:e of travelling, wiil fiay al home, 
and let them do jufi as th.:!y pleafe. 

~1'lle abOlte is 110 dOllbt a very melancholy profpeCt, and 
will in tim.e have a mofi malig~ant influence upon the 
Dlorals of tIle clergy__ But tIle truth is, the fettlement of 
parilhes by prefentations, is direCtly and immediately 
hurtful to the charaCters of thofe who are training up for 
tJle iacred office. 'Vhen they kno\V that their future fet
dement does not depend upon the apofiolic qualification, 
their being " of goocl report," but upon intereft with the 
great, it mufi llecefi~lrily introduce, in many cafes, li
centiOlJS :lllll irregll1ar practices, as \vell a$ habituate them 
t{) fawning and fervility. There is more danger in this 
tllan many apprehend. On confulting the hifiory of the 
church~ \ve {hall find few characters more odious in clergy
men, tllan alllbitio{l, and open folicitation of ecclefiaftical 
preferment. I am forry that fo much way has been gi
l'Cll to this alreall}F, \\,itll<.'Ut lla\?illg been ol)fer\Fed. Sinall 
changes in forms and language, do often introduce great 
changes in nlanpers ant! cllaratl:ers. I Q ancient times 
InCl) coul{l har(lly be perfuaded tc take on tllem tIle \\"eigll .. 
ty and important ofIice of a bifnop. In times not ,'ery 
dinant, in our own church, the millifier or probationer 
called, \vas never cOtltiderccl 3S a party, bllt as tIle rub-
jett concerning which the prccefs was 'carried on by the 
clIiers or ref uicrs. But they ha.ve been for iOlne time 
pan decbrcd to be partits: they begin to attend the 
c:a.ufe, to ~ppe~r ~lt the b:i.r, to ur~c tl:eir ~laiill, to confide.· 
t~~ people who arc to be t.mde r thdr (hal':~~ a ~ th~ir aJ: 

'-OL. III. (-!.. ,) 



.Ji &rious Apology jor Itt 

verfaries, and too often to treat them with contempt and 
difdain. -

I kno\V fome treat with great neg)eCl the danger of a 
]a~ and immoral miniftry, from the prefent method of 
fettling vacaIlcies. So long as they are 01* this milld, it 
is no wonder the}lt cOlltinue in the praCtice; for it can be 
.of very little confequence how men are choftn, if they are 
fit for the oHice. IPfhev tell us, all e<li.:l is fer\ged btfore 

~ . 

adm;ffion, where every m.an ha~ accefs to objea a~ainfi the 
life or doClrine of the prefentee. 1'he eifc:tl of this lViJI 
be very fma.ll. Judicial procdfcs of that kind are always 
~xpen~ve and invidi.ous, often .di~cu1t, and fometimes 
dangerous. How few t~en win tie fo public fpirit~d as to 
undert~.e ~hem ? 1'he example of ~ngla.nd may iatisfy 
us of this. It is ~& competent t~ p~Ore~\lte a man ior ere 
ror or immorality' in 'E~lg1and as in Scotland: yet what 
perron or parifil ever thinks of ma~ing the experiment? 

Others tell us, "It is all in your ~wn power: why do 
~;, you licenfe improper mep? i~ is irnpoffible to pre • 
•. , rent any man who has not a regular litenfe." How 
Jurprifing is it, tha~ perftlos !Jf ever fo little refletlion 
ihould make ufe of thi~ argument? It proceeds tlpon a 
luppofition. which the leaR kn~wl~dge of human nature 
rnull ihow to be unreafonabJe, yiz. "rhat ever}' prefbyte. 
TY, threugh the whole kingdom, wiil be unalteraLly faith. 
£\11 and vigilant. If there be but a cprrupt or negligent 
Dlajority in anyone of them, the licenCe will operate over 
a·:l. Nay, let them be fuppofeu e\yer fo faithful, they may 
~= deceived by an hypocrite, or not etple to find fuch proofs 
of what they fircngly fufpeCt, as to found and fupport a 
fentence of refufal. Tl1e Inore ",te confider ~ Ile n1atter ill . . 

every poffible view, we fhall fin~, that a parochial elec. 
ti()n of minifiers \\'QU]C} be a better f~~urity for r~g~llarity 
arid decency in the clergy, than all t~le la~vs that ever 
wc:re framed on the fubjeCl. frequently men cannot, 
and fometirnes tlley wi!! not, execllt~ tIle )a\\~s; but this 
rule would operate ~niformly (Jnel IJO\v~rfuliy, and would 
execute itfelf. 
· I add only one other unhappy cvnfequence of continu. 
ing the prefent method of fllpplying \·acancits. If a pre., 
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fentation m"n fupercede an judgment of the church. courts, 
as to the proprit:ty of an ordinacion, and even the cxpc .. 
(]:ellcy ora trallfialion, we mayexpetl: to fee Come oi'the 
,,'eakell, and mofl contemptible miniflers, jettled in the 
mo!1 conlj)icuous:tOO important charges. Perfans of this 
chlraCtt!r are not a)y;a)"s free from '/allity an(l ambition, 
nor al\vJ\'s (lettitute of intere~ bv m~'Je or feillale connex-

.. 4 

iOI1S. '\7 e have ha~l fome inttances of tllis killd already ; 
but much greater and morc fhameful may be expcaed, 
fo roon as rrefent:t~ions have acquired an irrefifHbJe pow
er. It will be faid, perhaps, l"hey have had all the force 
in Ja\\\ for above forty years, that it is likely they ever 
,viII ha,,-e. I anf\ver, that is \~ery true; but everyone 
knows their very differen~ effeCt in prafiice at the begin
ning and at tIle err] of thlt periOtl. Patrons continue(!' 
10ng to pay a regard to the opinion of the heritors, ac
cord·illgto r~11k all(1 characler in the congregatioll concern
ed. As they found their own ftrength increafing, howe
ver) they paid gradually lefs and,lefs-; they no\y pay ve· 
ry little; and the time feems juG at hand, \Vlren they will 
pl!~ nOlle ~t all. 

TillS argument \vilJ, I hope, ha,Fe the greater weight, 
tlllt I have kno\\yn itlflallces of difrerellt perfoAs, b~th a
mong the clergy dnd the laity, who had concurred in fup
porting prefentations' ill other cafes, but y:ho were both 
alarmed and provoked when they themfelves came to be 
treated in a tyrannical manner. The heritors in genenl 
indeed have been long made infirumental in bearing down 
the common- people; and this being finilhed, they them
felves, as is almofl c011flantly the eafe in political firug
glesJ IllUfi feel the ,veigbt uf that authority \\'hich they 
have eftablifhed. The evil hath taker fo deep root, that 
it is fOT1'k\\111at uI1certain \\~hether a remedy be no\v pof. 
fii)le; lla)', it is fiill more uncertain, \vhether any refinance 
will be ferioilfly attempted. 'rhe confeq.uences however 
are like to be fo terrib!e; that they may wen jufiify com· 
plaint, anll, in particular, be my excufe for endeavoring 
to expofe tIle COntltlct of thofe ,,~Ilom I confidered as bt:
lra)7i11!; the liberties of t}1e !)llblic. 



A Serious Apolo6)1 for 1« 
As to the ~enfures infliCted on nllnifiers \vho refufftl 

to be prefent at the ordination of miniilers to no body, I 
fhall fay but little, becaufe that ie\'erity feems to have 
ceafed. Se\'era1 minifiers llave abfentt~(l themfelv(s, iIi 

like cafes fince the depofition of 1\-1r. Gil1cfpie, and yet 
have efcaped with impunity. The reafon probably is, the 
thing is nt>w fo common, that the odium attending it is 
become in!onfiderabJe, and not \vorth the pains of all en. 
d~avor to di\~ide it. Bllt as that n)Cafllre \\~as Ollce like 
to becolne univerfal, may I not obferve, that it renlains in 
the hifiof;- of our church an exampie of what, alas! ap
l>ears but too plainly in the hiftory of ellery ChllTCh, rrhat, 
-in proportion as authority is rela:<ed in inforcing the laws 
of Gexl, it is cOlnmonl}~ ilretclled and carrie(l to excefs in 
fupport of the ullneceffary, ddubtfol, or pernicious com
mandments of men. Let allY man prodllce a period ~tl 
which there \vas lefs rigour in PllOifhillg miniflers for .le .. 
gleCt of parochial duties, or irregularity in private prac. 
tice, than when the}7 \vere tllreatened \\:ith tlepofition if 
they refufed to join in there not very honorable fettlements, 
Na}r, thOllgh \\:"e ihou}{l look upon the prefervation of 
cllurch.allthority as a matter of great tl10ment, it \\'as not 
obedience to the flanding Ia\\·s, on ~·llicjl the \velfare of 
the \\'hole, depencls, that was fo flriCtly required, but 
compliance with or approbation of the decil10ns of the an
llual AtTeOli)lies in t~Jeir jll(licati\'e caj}acity. It hatll often 
fllrpriJe(1 me to 11ear the l)lea of c()nil:ic:nce, in f1lch cafes, 
treatecl as a mere pretence. "'Ilat felltiments mlll} thofe 
perfons ha,,"e, who look ul10n it as a thi:lg increclible, that 
a man fhould fcruple being preit:ut at an ordina~ion where 
lome of the anfwers to the queUions put to the candidate, 
though joined with in a part of di vine worfhip, are either 
diretl:ly falfe, or \\lhoJJ}r abfur~l ? 

This part of the Apology has been fo much lengthened 
out, tl1at I \rholl)T Ol11it the attefiing ullqllalified and ali. 
nlitting 1111atteited elders illto tIle churell courts. 1"'here 
is inlleed fo manifefi a l)reach of trlltll in the Ol1e Carl" at)(l 

cf la\v allc\ or(ler in the otller, tllat if nlell (10 tlot fee it 
themfelves, it mull be owing to fuch invincib1e l}rejlldic~ 
a~ it is ill \rail~ to COlltend \rith. 



Thus I have laid Lef~re the rea(ler, in a ferious allcJ 
candid manner, what I hope wiJI appear a fufficient apo
Ir~v for this oflenfive perfornlance. Ncthing cou]tlllave 

\,;<1 

induced me to the attempt, bllt the Ull\\·cariecl. ell(leavor$ 
of many to reprefe!lt it 3S an e\'idence of l\ bad temper 
and unchrillian tlifpofition, \\-hich the p:lrticular ttrutlurc 
of the book nlaue fOtlle lltl(lifcerning perfons rafllly arrent 
(0. I llavc not the fmallefl reafoll to rerel1t of it 011 ac
(OUllt l)f its nature, its der.~n, or its efl(a8s llpon tIle pub
l!c. If tllere ,~·as all}· n.ifl'ikt:, it ,,-as in point of prl~
dC:lce, \\-llicll filOll)clllave llireclccl me to avoid bringing 
ruch a )oa\.l of n.alice and fc-f'tfitnlel1t llpon nl}9felt: rrhis 
has afforded me one obter-.:::i~~vn not very honorable to hu
man 113ttlre, \'iz. 1'}llt tile rage ofellemies is al\\·ays nlore 
aCli,:e and IIJore la.fiillg tllan the affetlion of frienlls. It 
ofren hapFens~ tllat 1clne \\-110 (\re ~·ery much pleafed to 
f~nd one fian(l forth as a champion for their political Ollie 
nions, and ready to go, as it were, to the front of the 
battle; \\"Ilell tlleir ellemies fillarting \vith the \\'otln(ls Ile 
bis given them, traduce and viJify his charaaer, thefe 
eft:emcd friends often, in a great mcafure, give it up, 
and clifco\?er much fatisf~\aiOll \,~ith themfel\"cs, that tIley 
ha(i atte(l in a. \vifer anti more cautious mal111er. 

I conclude the wholc~ with btfeeching all who are con· 
\'ince(l, that tIle I>refent nate of the churcll of Scotlanc} is 
luch as I have reprefentell, to exert themlt:lves with zeal 
and aCtivity for her prefervation and recovery. T'here is 
~ \\-ollderftll, tl10l1g11 a natural UIlioll, among ali \vorl(lly 
JUeil agaillfl tIle 11~jrit and llO\ver of true reJigioll, \v11ere
"er it appears. I am forry to add, that this is one of 
the inflallces in \\-llicll tIle c.:ilil<lren of this \\·or)(l art! \vifer 
in their generation, than the children of light. Tht!re are 
nlallV \\.-llole COn(illct fllO\\·S tilem to 11e aCtuatell b" all 

J J 

equal mixture of {loth and defi>air. rrbey are unwilling 
to act \vitil vigor, and (lefen~l thenlfel\ies, bv alle(lging, ,...... ~ 

t:~dt 110tllil1g ca~l be (lone ,vitll flIccefs. I-Io\\-- much better 
would the old Roman ma~im be, u Nunqu~m deiperan. 
U dum eli de republica?" and how much better reafon 
h~\·c we to adopt it ? Nothing is imp0:!lble to the power 
(\! Go(l. I ~,-l\.l, tllat tIle Inoll r~(narkat.!c t: mes of tl1C 
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revival of religion, in this part of the uniteJ kingdorn 
immediately fucceeded times of the greaten a rOnac" , 
when "truth" ieemed to be "fallen in the fireet, a~d 
U equity couH not enter." rrhis was the cafe immedi. 
ately hefore the year 1638. Corruption in doCtrine, 
loofenefs in pritl:cc, and llavifh fubtniffion in politics, 
had overfpread the church of Scotland: and yet, in a lit. 
t1e time, 1he appeared in greater purity and in greater 
dignity th:\I1 ever fhc had done before, or perhaps than 
ever fhe hath done finee that period. Let no Chrifiian, 
therefore, give way to defpQndilig thoughts. We plead 
the eal!1~ that fbal! at 1aft prevaiJ. Religion JhaU rife 
from its ruins; and its opprdreu flate at prefent fhouid 
not only excite us to pray, but encourage us to hope for 
its fl)eeGj'" rcvi\~al. 
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.It D ,;- E I~ ~l' I S 1:: ~·1 E l~ '1'. 

TIlE Reader 'lvill find himself obliged /0 the Alithor of 

tbt?joll(}wing .A.qistory, Jor the pai1ls be hath tallen to rell. 

der it as entertaining, and sentim:rz:al as possible. lriib 

.tbis 'lJielv be hath entirely a'i.'oid::d tbe use OJ'., oreign 

tlames, often hard to prol?aunce, and ~wbcn pro1lounced 

tCJhol/y withollt meaning. lllstead v..f this, 'l.t'hell he had 

.occasion to mention jJarlicillar ranks ~r men, oJJices, or 

customs, hecbose to eXjJress them by .... vhat did most ex. 

actly corresJ.bond ?vith them in Olir O'i.Vll COUllt1y. By tbis 

1(leans tbe narrative, di.sencumbered of (lpnitiolls or cir~ 

~lImlocutiol1s) is re1ldered quite easy alld intelligiblc:. 
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I N T ROD U C T ION • 

. ....... 

T-HE ikiU of an author, like that or a merchant, lies 
chiefly in judging with readinefs and certaintYf 

what kind of commodities, and in what quantity, any 
particnlar age or place is able and willing to receive. 
This I have, oflate, made very much my fiudy, with re
gard to our awn age and country, and the refult of my 
inquiry is as follows. There are two forts of fubjeCts for 
which there is a general demand in Great Britatn at this 
time, viz. (I.) Biography, if any thing may be fo called 
that gives an account of the lives of perfons that never 
exiHed, but in the imagination of the authors. This is 
indeed, a mon fruitful fubject, and under the various tides 
of Hifiories, Lives, Adventures, Memoirs-, &.c. teaches 
people how to live after any imaginable plan. (1.) The: 
nther is the formation of fchemes and projeas, to be car
tlO!d on by fubfcription, for the gOQd of mankind, whil;h 
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neve .. \vere fo fa\"orah1y recf"ivc!d as :!~ prefent, the abor. 
tion or mifmanagcmc:nt of nine. in ten of. them ~ot h3\'inR 
in the leaf! abated tIle arJor 01 tJ!e 11l!bIIC. It any be of 
opinion" that new dir~nver!es in t!!~ !cience of moraJ~ 
for the fupport of infidt..i~y, are as i3.\t"orablv received as 
any oi theie, Eu.:h lUU!! be told, that they are but fuper6. 
cia! ohfen-ers, cr under the prejudice of religious entbo. 
iilfm. trfhe diJco'ler:es here l)ointed at.. have beeil of 
late '''ears f'O variolls, fo contradi8on" and to fhort .. liv~d J ., 

that they really raife \"ery Iittie curiofity. .As.m infiance 
cf this, the reacler is deflftt} to recol1eCt if Ile can, the mott 
extraordinary thing of the kind that ever was attempted .. 
A great lh-ing author, David Hume, Efq. not long ago, 
made h~a1th, c1eanlinefs, and broad fhoulders capital vir. 
tues, and a running fore an unpardonable crime; yet 
was it but little taken notice of \v~en firft publilhed, and 
is no\v almoft wholly forgotten. 

Therefore, an author is undoubted1y bappy who bath 
hit upon, or happens to be fm''Oifhed with a fubjeCt foited 
to the tafie of the age. This I humbly prefume to be my 
o\vn cafe. I have had the good fortllne, lately, to obtain 
,lifiina informat:on of a mofl extraorllinary hillory, which 
alto lnay perhaps Jay a foundation for lome new (cherne, 
or, at leafl, for mending anri cobbli11g thole \\,hich are 
r~\v cracked and old. l"he only DlisfoTtune tllat it labors 
ullder is, that it is true; for I remember the lofty ancl. fono
rous earl of Shafttbury, whofe memory I greatly revere, 
tells us there is much more truth in fiCtioll than in faa. 
The meaning of this is, that ;\tlthors of tallc: and genius 
like bim!t:lf, employing their fancy in delineating feigned 
cllaraCl:ers, give ordillaril}' a jufier view of nature than 
tedious rtlatt:rs of \vhat reall): llappenecl. 

l'llis lor~ 110\\'e\1er, I truflJ wiill1e abtlnclantly macle tlP 

by the extraordinary and wonderful nature of the paffages 
I am to rdate, which, it is to be hoped, will have the et: 
fea of fiClioa in tnlivening the imagination of the writer, 
and, il1deccl, ,,rer}F poffibly , rna)' l)e miftaken for fitlion 
by many readers. The truth is, I hope there is a fingular 
felicity in my fuhjett in c\.-cry refrett. If the excellency 
of hiilory, according to lord Shafdbury, lies -in its bein~ 



like fiCli\1n, an~l tIle excellency of 68ion in its ~'in~ lil~e 
to real J:,c\s, accolllillg to all ot}lt-r rn~n, tl,e ful,j:.:tt in 
hallllll1l1ii neetls ex<:e), as it part lkes of hath thel~ cha
ratlers. It \\"ill !l! l:ke truth, be,:atll~ it is tr~e; and it 
",ill ~ like fitlioll, beClllfc: t!le Jatne traill of e,'ents, [Jer. 
haps, never happened in any other place or nltion. 

To introouce myfelf to my fJhje~l, and inform tl~. 
rrader how I came by the knowledge of it, he. may be 
pleafcd to recollea, That in !!le rear Ij41, when com· 
modo .. e (aftenvards lord) Anfon m!tle a ~'oy3rie round the 
world, one of the fhips of his fquat:rml, caned the 'Vager, 
was caft away upou a dd't:rt iflandn the So~th S~·3S. 1"he 
gre3teft part of the crew who wer! faved length~n.:J the 
lons ... b~lt, and nla~l\! a long ond uaragerulls vOJ'age l:lTOUgll 
the !lreigllts of l\tagellal1, to Brazil. As they \\-ere Ofltll 

oblige(1 to f\'li'.l afl1or~ for provi{i~lllS and \vater, it hal~" 
pen~ll tllat, at Olle tiole, tJlere \\pere to the nUlllber oifour
teen of them afliore upon a part of ':he coaft very far fouth, 
near the mouth of the ftreights. Ilaving Rayed all night, 
unfortunately next morning the wind blew 10 hard in 
1bore, thlt only fix of the fourteen were able to get aboard. 
and the \~efrd was obliged to go away and leave the othel' 
~ight. 

It is needlefs here to infift upor. the various accidents 
they met with in this perilous fituatio&l. The difficulty 
.of obtaining food, without which they mutl very foon 
have died: the mean and fcanty provifinn with which 
nature will be fuflained, wIlen tller~ is no more or better 
.to be had: the inventive facl!~ty of man for fi.lpplying hi; 
\\'allts when -reduced to abfolute extremity, and a hUl1<.lred 
other things which have been repreft!nted in all poffible 
lights by otller \vrirers of adventllres. Let it fuffice, there
fore to fay that, in procers of time, four of t]lem were kil
le(l by the inhabitants of the country, and the remai'ling 
jour taken prifoners. After {;hanging their maftc:rs feve
ral tinles, they caIne at Iafi into .tIle Il.anus of Oil~ \vho car
ried them a great way off to the ~lpital of an empire, and 
the court of a powerful prince. There they liv\::d many 
l~a.rs, le~rned the language, and had occafion to iee the 



Inanners of t.lte country. Two of them, at 1aft, acquired 
{uch a degree of favor, that, in compliance with their earn. 
~n requeft they were fent to the Portugueze fettlements, 
arid came from thcllce to Great Britaill, 

One ofthefe per1ons~ who was a man of tolerable edu. 
cation, as well as good renfe and comprehenfion, coming 
to live in my neighborhood, conlmllnicated to me ,,,hat 
folio\\1ts of this hinory. In general .1e tolll me the COllUUCl: 

and characters of men, bating fome little (iifierellces of 
falbien and modes of adorers, which are ever changing in 
every country \ were much like what they are among our. 
felves.. COllrt fa\'or was precariolls and challgeable. In
terefi: and ambition prevailed more in obtaining places of 
power and profit, than mOOdl and peaceable merit. Cold 
and fober men gatllered wealth, and crept IIp, by flow 
but fure fteps, to nation and dignity; while the lively 
fprightly fellows threw away all that they had, and foon 
became contemptible to others, and ufe1efs to themfelves. 
The knowledge of the world was of very little benefit; 
for though every c1afs of men could dearly diicem the 
errors that adhered to thofe cf a different rank, they could 
fcarcely obferve, and never \\'ould imitate their com. 
mendable qualities. For ex~mple, fays he, a profu1e, 
rlifeafed, needy lord, would fpeak with infinite contempt 
of the meanners of foul, and hardnefs of heart frequently 
to be found in traders and men of bufinefs, but never 
once thought of following their example in fobriety, ap
plication, and regularity in the diftributio:l of their time1 

to which they rnanifefilJ7 o\\'ed all their fuecefs. So that 
upon the whole, he concluded that human natur~ in all 
ages and in all places was the fame. A rage remark, the 
reader will fay, but I can eafily remember to have heard it 
before. 

rrhere was ho\\ye\1ter one clafs of men itl tllat Ilation, 
whofe confiitution as a body, and many of whofe charac
ters an4 praCtices were of the moll: extraordinary kind, 
viz. tIle SEltV ANTS. 1'heir nate and conclua, at the tirne 
which fell under his own obfervation, were fo fingular 
th~t they excited his curiofity; and in~luced him to in .. 
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quire with great care into the'.r ~ondition, as far back as 
hiiiory could trace them. Th!s tS what I am no\v to com. 
nlunicate to t~le ptlblic, beillg \villing that m}? book 
flloald be buried ill obli\'ion, or burned with difgrace, if 
a ftory can be proJuced equal, or even fimilar to it, an ~ny 
other age or (;ountry. 
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C HAP. I. 

Of the original Stau o.l th~ &nan!;, and tOOT trtct;tm 
illto ti l.crt)OI',Jlion • ... 

IN very early times, <!of which th~re are fiiU rome ac· 
counts hantltcl t!o\\"n ll}r tradition, the ier\-ants \'''ere in 

a fiate 11Ct nltlCi) liiff~rellt frotl} \\-Jlat tllt!}r are at prefcnt 
among us. It (Icles Ilot appear that ever they \vere helves, 
or \rere treatc~1 \vith exct:ffive rigor or fe,-erity. 1'they 
\vere trai:lc(! lill ill IOlne acqllailltance \\~ith, ancl appliell 
themf~lv{'s to fuch \\"ork as they feemed to be fitted for by 
the tUTll of t:leir :11in(ls, :l11d the firength or agilit~· of their 
bodies. They wcr~ choien or hired by every family a~ 
they pleated, Inade a \"O!ullt~ry agreenlent, and \,·ere em .. 
plo}"eli in doil1g \\'llat \\'as lleCtO:\ry of e\1tery kind. tr}'he}· 
\vere I)aid ~\S they ill1U tIle taillily COulll agree, eating of 
tlleir 0\'·11 labours, allll \v~re cileriflled and caretTed in pro- _ 
portion as the}~ defcrved it. In cales of relnarkable neg
lea, difobeclience or n' !ibella~'icr they lvere turnetl a\\ray. 
This, inclced, happened h!lt [eluom, for they ~vere in ge
neral bondi, fober and indullrious. l'hey had the inte. 
refi of their mlfiers at b:art, nay, 10 remarkab!e were fome 
of them in thefe times fOI fidelity, that (it is reported) they 
ieemed to have as much or more pl~afure in doing their 
\\'ork, ;as in receivil1g their \~·ages. 

But it happened, fome ages a~o, that _ one of their 
princes was !~lVed from a formidable confpiracy a:;ainft 
his life and crown, juft upon the poil1t of execution, by 
the fidelity alld courage of a fervant. Ffhc prince \vas 
a m~n of a \\;arlll lleart, an(l an unconlmonly generous 
difpotition. Not content with bountifully rewarding his 
benefat1.or by kindnds to himfdf ::tnd family, he concei\·· 
cd a defign of perpetuating the memory of the faCt, amI 
1howing his gratitude by doing lomethine; in fa~'or of 



the whole order or body of men. l'or this purpof\!, be. 
ing poffdl of abrolut~ power, a:ter confulting upcn it fer 
jome time, he eRabl.fhed tlte fGllo9iing regulations, not 
doubting that they would be highly beneficial to hi~ rub
p:1s in genera), as well as the fc:r\"ants in panicular. 

I. It was onlered that the \vage~ of fen·ants fllould be 
confitlerably augmented, and JiAcd to a ceTtain Rte in all 
the kin~s dominions. This "' ... IS eviltendy difi.rted bf 
comp3ffion. He ohferved that it was very hanI and un
cqu:ll, th3t thofe who were conflantly t!mp!oyed in labor, 
It'ho pron1:>ttd the intereft of their mafiers fo nluth, fhould 
notwithflanding live fo poorly; tha: they Olould have 
nothillg but the coarfefi :!:\:t, and OG nlore money than 
was b~\rdy neceffary to purcllaf'e "he nleaneft clothing. 
He llic(l, when the matter was un(ler jeliberation, to rea
fon thus, "For my part, I think a king ought to have 
" tile heart of a mall; I confider the fen.-ants as mv fel. 

e 

"'!O\V creatures, antI am c!efirous that they fuould tane 
"fome of thore pleafures and delicacies of life, which 
" they contribute: fo largely to procure for the accommo
" dation of otllers. " 

He ~ifo obferved~ that intereft, a.s well as compaftion, 
dicbted the fame thing; that keeping them poor would 
entirely difpirit them, and illake tllem do their duty in 
the DIOft cart:)efs and flothful manl1er, by \\'"hich their 
m:l.fierr; mull receive Dlanitefi ~judice. On the other 
hand, 3. good and fecure provifion would give them great 
vigor and alacrity. H~ \~elltured to foretel, tllat a third 
part !ncre:\f~ of tbeir f3lary would increafe thc:ir work in 
a tar greatt!r propo"(tion, fo that the public would be gain
ers by th:s feeming burden. Befldes that fuch a fixed 
pro\-ilioll \':Otlld fre:: them from all tenlptation to piller
ing and fieaIing, anJ fo be an improvement UPQ!1 t~eir 
hQllefty as well as aEthrity . 

.Ano!~ler advantage he propofed to reap by this meafure 
\ras illcre;lfillg tIle Illlllll)(!r (\f Ser\·ants. It \\l'AS well 
enOU~!l renleilltlered that, l't 110 very (liflant l}eriod, the 
ki!1.,:~lo:11 ilad rl}fl~red not a little froln the fcarcit\r of fer--\'ants; ~o tlllt t!l~ ]l11l1 ~a}' Ullcu:tivatc!(l, all{l nllny 
b~'.!uchcs (.\!' bu!!n:~~ n~~ 1:.; Etr.-d. Now it was impcffible 
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to avoid feeing that this meafure mull increafe the num. 
ber of lervant~, by inducing them to come into the king. 
dom from the moll difiant p]aces, as well as encouraging 
them to marry and propasate, and biers their country 
\vith a multitude ef uieful hands. 

Nay, he even called in the aid of luxury to enforce 
his argu~ent, aHedging, that keeping the fervants poor, 
nlufl make them fordill and nally, fo that it \vouJd be: 
odious to people of tane and elegance to have them about 
their perfC'!}st or even to fee them in their houies. But 
by carrying the propvfeu defign into execution, he faid, 
he hoped to fee the fervants in general genteel, \¥ell drdr. 
ed, well behaved~ and r.onverfable men. 1'hat tllis mull: 
be an advantage in particular to families in the country, 
who were confiderably diftant from one another, and, in 
certain feafons of the year, could have very li~tle inter. 
coude : nay, even that in cities and places of greater re: •. 
10rt, it would be better, in many refpeB:s to have oppor. 
tunities of converfation within doors, than to be always 
obliged to ieek fociety abroad. 

In ihort, he fuppofed thnt the regulation now eftablifh .. 
ed would put an entire period to all the murmurings and 
complaints of fervants, and their clefires of fhiftillg from 
one family to another, \vhich was a [ouree of daily incon. 
veaiencies. 1'hey mufi be touched, fays he, with a fenfe 
of gratitude for fo unexpeCted and to happy a change in 
their fituation, and \\7ill therefore be thol oughl>~ content, 
alld tle'Vcr askJor rr~OJ·e. ~ 

2.. lIaving the public good ail along at heart, as much 
as the advantage of the fervants, l1e ordered fchools and 
places of exeTcii~s to be built, and mailers appointeel to 
train up fervants and fit them for their feveral truils.-
1~1)ere were (litl'erent tracts of e(lucation chalked out for 
all difft:rcnt. torts of employments. It was particularly 
expeae(l ot the directors of tllefe academies, tllat tIley 
would idea the fervants fit for every branch, and both 
educate and diil)ofe of them according as their genius 
ihould intimate they were mon capable. As for example, 
tor cool,s, waiting-men, and other domefiic icrvants, and 
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grO(lms, glrueners, and Jaboring men of all forts without 
doors. 

The advantage of this regulation, in both its parts, 
feenled very evident. Educatioll, it was raid, is all in all. 
Education m~lkes the man, and mlkes the fervant. It 
will theref~re prepare them for their work. They will 
enter upon it expert and proven, very much to the pub. 
lie .emolument; infiead of being aukward and unhandy 
for fome time, till ~xperience has given them facility. or, 
perhaps, retaining fome meafure of runicity and inaetivi. 
ty through their whole lives. 

It feemed a1[0 a matter of great moment, that no man 
1hould be fuffered to profeta \Vllat he could not ()o, but 
that he 1houl(1 be confilled to that only \\·hich he could 
beft do. Neither was it proper that this fbould be left to 
the caprice of families, or the am-bition and prefumption 
of the lervants themfelves. And it was never once ima. 
gined the mallers of academies would be defeCtive in judg .. 
men! and impt.rliality on their part. 

3' 1'he third -and Iaft regulation he tnablillied, was 
~r(lering the ferVatlts to be ereaed by charter into a large 
corporation, cOtltaining many [maIler boclies and focieties 
within it. Ffo this corporation he gave authority over 
the feveral members of which it was compofed, and efta
blifhed a complete fllbordination. This was thought a 
piece of admirable wifdom and. policy. They were to be 
flrictly watchful over one another, and it was fuppofed 
they would get all the advantage in this fhape, which men 
\lnited in fociety have over thore in a flate of nature.-
The feveral claires and divifions of the corporation were 
to try the fufficiency of all fervants before they were ad
mitted, anu had po\ver to turn them off \vhen they milbe
bayed or negleCted their work. That this might proceed 
with the greater regularity, they were everyone fecured 
by law in their employments. Ffhey were not left in a 
vagu~ dependant flate ; a fervant oni:e hired by any family 
could not be turned away but by au order of his fellow .. 
iervat:1,ts, to whom all complaints of his conduCt were to 
be mad~, and by whQm they were tQ.be jud,~d • 
. VOL. 111. S s 



The lliSlory oj' a 

The \\'ht)te was founded upon the moll: txcellent rea. 
ions. '\'Pho fo proper to judge of the capacity and dili. 
gence of rervants as thofe \Vho are fervants themfelves? 
who can be fuppofed fo attentive to their condli8, "r fo 
jealous of their behaviour, fiuce the characler of particu
lar3 mull: evidently reflc:Ct either difgrace or credit on the 
whole colleCtive body? 

C HAP. II. 

Of the Effects pr,duced ily these RegulatiMlS, 

A T firft, and indeed for a confiderable time after there 
regulations Were eftablHhed, ~x perience feemed to 

confirm the \\'ifdom as ,,·ell as geneTofity of the prince, 
and to difcover their happy confequenccs every daY'- Ser
vants were trained up and infiFuC\ed in every branch of 
bufin~fs, and were very expert in their work. 1'hey un .. 
derfiood the caufe, the reafon and the end of every thing, 
an(1 could talk upon it, in a mon intelligent and confif. 
rent manner. rfhey did every thing with much exaa
ners, and had plainly a far greater air of neatnefs and ele
gance than formerly. The fields were dreffed and trim. 
DIed to great perfeCtion; the utellfils of the houfes were 
all brightened ao(l put in order; the outfides of the- houfes 
and avellues to tllem were all adorned in a very pretty 
and fanciful manner. They were ~ot content witll what 
was barely profitable to their maRers. but P!lid alfo a due 
regard to fhow and appearance. Perfons who traveJled 
were exceedingly delighted, and the proprietors were not 
a little proud of the change; for every houft: was like a 
little palace, and every country-feat like a little paradife. 
rrhus far the fervants feemed to be much upon their ho
nor, and, from a fenfe of gratitude to the emperor, en .. 
deavored to behave themfelves with great care and dili
gence; fo that every body, as weJl as themfelves, fi1'!cere
ly rejoiced in the change of their nate. 

But alas! how ihort~fighted are human creatures? this 
univerfal fatisf:~a:t9n did not laft long. .It was quickly 
feen, notwithfiaudini fo i Ood a beginning, that the regu-
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lations Jaid down would but ill anfwer the end propofed. 
The change to the worn took its rife from the enlarge
mt:ot of their wages, which yet feemed, at Iirft, to be the 
chief and moil: reafonable article of the reglllations : for, 
after they had obtained good wages, and the heft of food, 
and accommodation, fome of them began to grow fat,and 
confequently, lazy. \Vhen they were fuddenly called, 
fometimes by dozing and fleeping they did not hear at 
all ; -and when they did hear, were very flow in their mo
tions, and always ready furnilbed with an excufe for their 
negleCl: ; or, perhaps, raifed fome ':ery firong objeaions 
to what they were defired to do. When they were rent 
of an errand, they took a IDng time before they returned ; 
and yet would pofitively fiand to it, that it was impoffi
hIe to return' fooner. If this was not fatisfying., they 
would, in a great rage, before they delivered their me[age, 
return and meafure the ground they had traverfed, in 
order to determine the difpute. .. 

Having now more to eat and drink than formerly, they 
behoved ~o take more time to it; and fo the hours of their 
wc,rk were very much diminifhed. This feemed to them 
not only reafonable, but nece[ary; and great difpute!; 
arare upon it with the families in which they ferved. The 
families in genera), gave them to underftand, that they 
expeCted greater diligence and aaivity, as they were now 
better paid than before, whereas the f~rvants counted that 
highly ridiculoUJs j for with them it was a fixed point, that 
the more liberally they were paid, they ought" to do the 
lefs for it. It is needlefs to enlarge upon this part of the 
fubjea; let it fuffice to fay, that, in general, having now 
got fo good provifion made fer them, they began not to 
ferve, but to liv'e. The delicacies of the world began to 
captivate their hearts, and infiead of fatisfying themfelves 
with neceffaries, and being ufeful in their generation, they 
bethought themfdves of enjoying what had thus fa luckily 
fallen to their fuare. . 

Changes in all refpeCls came on infenfibly. It was 
before' obferved, that one advantage propof\!d by the regu
lations, was the illcreafe of the number of lervanls. This 
eilect in(leed did follow with a witllCfs. \\!llercas betore •. . 
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the country was n~t overfiocked with fervants, and fami. 
lies were at great pains in looking out for proper enes, 
now they increafed to an almofi incredible numlkr. Not 
only was there a great confluence of flrangers from tiif. 
tant places, but many ('[the inhabitants, not inconf.dt:ra .. 
ble in point of nation found it their interdl to become 
fervants. Now you would every where fee them going 
about and {oliciting employment, and very wonderful 
\\'eie the arts the}' fOIllt-tinltS ufe(t to obtain it. Of tllefe 
I fhall fay nothing in this preliminary part of the hifiory, 
becaufe I thall p~obably have afterwanb a b~tter oppor. 
nity to introduce them. 

As the fiate of thill~S and the way or tIiinking betan to 
alter, the language and manner of lpeaking altered 31fo at 
tile faole tilne. In former times they ufed to 1jJeak of 
getting a maller, or being hired, or getting an employ
~nent, now they fp3.ke of getting into bread, of betting a 
[ll~~ry, a it:ftlement, or a living. I kno\v nothing that re. 
1enlbles this diff~rence fo nluch, as the ditTerence bet\veen 
our way of fpeaking in Scotland, and what is ufua} in our 
neighbor country of England about ftrvants~ Here we 
iile~k of a fervant's getting into fervice : in England they 
call it ~ettillg a I)Jac~, allu a footmell turned awa}7, they 
tern) \\' ith tll~ 111bllell propriety, a footnlall out of place. 

ThillgS llavillg Olice come into this fituation, it happen. 
e4 \\'·it~ tl1eie fcrvallts as it happens \vith all men \\'Ilen 
once tIley begin to gratify their uefires: they bec,?me in~ 
ordinat~, excdfive ~nd infatiable. Infiead of being con,. 
tel1t \\:-itll wilat tll~y ll(lcl obtai11ed, tl:ey llegall to fall u})on 
all inlagiJ~a~)le 11\etliO(ls of illcreafil1g ti1eir reventles. They 
COiltrived an infinite number of perquifites befides their 
ordinary wages. 'Vhen a family had of their own free 
n10~ion beflo\ve(l at1Y ~llark of favor Ul)Otl a goocl fer\7ant, 
the thing was inllntd;~1tdy fpread abroad, ?Jld all other fa
Inilies were harran~d with COll\plainls~ und teazed to death 
by their fervants till the fame was bdio\\'nl upon them. 
rrhey would often, in a chltlddiine· ·llIaIlner, Jay hold of 
fOil Ie of tht! goo(ls ()f t 11e f:Ull i i)7, a 11{1 ai' 1')1'0 I)ri ate t 11t III to 
Jhcir O\Vll life; atlll, \rIlell it C3!11e at },ttt to l)~ <.liJCo\'ere{l, 
they WQq)d tali:C the i.idvant~ge of their own ,cn.louhlds, 
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and prove clearly, that by immemorial cuRom it belonged 
to them as their due. \\There families \\·ere ignorant, 
they would affirm with the ~reateft boldners, that fuch and 
fucll \\'ere tIle privileges of fer\'ants in all other places, 
and by that m~ans procure their confent. '\Yhen they 
\vere not onl}' ignorant, but timid and co\vardly, they 
"'QuId go a fhort \\'ay to \vork, and threaten to bum their 
houfes to tIle ground if tIley did not comply \vith every 
demand. 

But" what they excelled mon in were the arts of Batte
ry and deceit in rich families. Such as got near great 
nlen, would nand as it wertl in perpetual admiration of the 
b~allty of tlleir perfons, the gracefulnefs of their manners, 
an(1 the eAce}lence of tlleir underflandings. Ffhe fervants 
of {olne perfons of great ratlk, llad a cutionl of making up 
a long lifl every day, of tile \'irtues \\,hich f..1ch perfO:1S 
lla{l that d~1}1 put in pratlice, and reading it over .to tllem 
next fllorning before they got out of bed, which was ob-
1erved to render them quite facile and traclable for a long 
tinle after. 

They perfuatled the credulous, that the public good was 
infeparably COI1!le8:ed with their tllriving and opulence. 
, Indullry,' faid theYt ' is the fouree of wealth to a ca .. 
'ti011. St:rvants, every body mull: ackno\vle(lge! are the 
, means of in<.lufir}': thence it follows un<.leniabJy, that 
~ the more f~rvants the better.' By the help of this are 
gllnlent they obtlined, tI1at many new ellablilllmcnts 
\vere rna(le for ferVJIlts. And fuch ,vas the fafcination 
that prevailetl, that frequently there \\"ere fettlelnenrs ma{le 
for tilt: IlfOyifit;>ll of menial fervants in a \~·ildernefs, whc:re 
fhere \.vas Jlarqly a. fillgle creature to ferve; and of hllf ... 
b~l11(ln)ell J.lpon ~ rea filore, \vhere there was not an inch 
of grqui)(l to Cllltivate. rrney aifo got abOtlt tick and dy
iJlg l)erlolls, an(l by their officiollS fervices, by tending 
thc:ll with apparent care, aod by frequently and readily 
~iving them cordials, they pre\'ailed, that many left great 
]~'gacies to tIltl)} in tlleir \\'ilIs. 
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C HAP. DI. 

Continues tht samt Subject. And particularly gieots tm . 
fleetnlllt tif a wry remarkablt step taken by the Seroants. 

W"HEN their poifeffions, privileges and immunities 
were thus enlarged, they begun to claim greater 

refpeCt than formerly, and to aifume additional titles and 
defignations. Some of them would be no loeger fervants 
properly fpeaking, but o,·erfeers. They affirmed that it 
was effential to the nature of fervants, that fome of them 
fuou1d be overfc:ers, and that there could be neither order 
nor (Economy in a family without fome ruch. To this 
they added fub.overfeers, and feveral other officers for 
their affi (lance. They then proceeded to arch-overfeers. 
who llad all the other overfeers, as well as fervants, under 
therr jurifdiCtion. At a great meeting of the whole cor. 
potation, this was determined and decreed to be, and to 
have beel), a part of the original infiitution of fervitude, 
\\?ithout ,\?hich it could not poffibly fublin. 

There erlcroachments were vel)' patiently fubmitte1 tOt 

and, one \voul(l think, 113(i bet:n carried as far as the na· 
ture of th.: thillg \vould aJmit. Yet there remained OIIC 

Rep more which exceeded every thing that had been for
merly feen, and happened as follows. An overfeer of the 
capital cit}r gathere(l a great matlY of his cotem poraries 
abollt Ilim, and after begging their moll ferious attetltion to 
a propofal lie had to lay before them, made a fpeech to the 
fcllowing purpofe.. 'Honored and very dear Brethren, 
, You know that the life of fociety is order, and the fvul 
, of order is fubordination. The greaten fervice, there. 
, fore, that we can do to our corporatioll, is to keep IIp 
, the fubordination of officers among us with as much 
, firiCtnefs:, a~ld to make it as compleat and extenfive as 
'poffible. There are no fiructures which fiand fo fecure. 
( Iy, as t110re that are l)uilt in tIle form of a cone or a py
, ramid, bt:caufe they have a broad bafe, and gradually 
, leITen towards the top. Neither of thefe, ho\vever, is 
~ compleatl but maimed or im perfett, unlefs it be carried 
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c on till it. terminate in a point. Therefore, the fubordi
, nation of our fociety can never be elltire alld perfett, 
I till it end in a fingle perfon, who may unite the whole, 
• and enjoy ablolute uncontrolable dominion. And, as 
, the perron who is on the top of a pyramid, mull neceffa
, rily fee farther than thofe who fiand upon any of the 
, lower fteps of it, fo the perfon who is at the head of the 
• whole fociety of fervants muil, in virtue of his office, fur. 
• pars them all in wifdom and fagacity. Nay, as this Of

, der is of the inftitution of nature, and as alaR refort or 
• fupreme judge is neceffary to determine tontro\'"erfj~s in 
• any fociety, fo I do think it may be proved, that nalure, 
, to be uniform and confinent in her operations, mufi im-
• mediately infpire the perron fo exalted, with infalliLIe 
• knowledge, and a fort of infinite mind. Now, I hope 
• it is very plain, that I myfelf anl the perfon to whom f 

, and to my fueee[ors in office, this power and authority 
• do of right belong.' 

One -of the ~eJllbJy then rifes up and fays, , I greatly 
• fufpeB this will be attended with no good effeas upon 
, the interefi of the _ fervants in general, not to mention 
• the intereft of the families, which, from a fenfe of duty 
, to the corporation, I entirely give up. At any rate, it 
, ought not to be gone' into precipitately; for it is a pro
, digious inno~ation.' , ~ite otherwire,' fays the former 
fpeaker; 'for though I have condefcended to reafon with 
l YOll, and fhow you, that in the nature of things, there 
~ muil be one who, like the top Hone of a pyramid, is in
, cumbent on the whole body; as alfo, that this can be no 
~ other than myfelf, who dwell in the centre of this val 
, empire; yet I can give undeniable evidence, thid it hath 
, been always fo in faa, finee there was an empire here-. 

, , and fince there were {ervants.' The objeCtor then 1hook 
hi., head, as who fhould ray fhat is far from being a clear 
point, antI feeme(l to wonder froln whence this evidence 
\\'as to proceecl. 1'he other immediately goes on, .. It is 
, as ci~ar as tile flln; for though all the records that con. 
, tained this regulation are Joft, yet I very wen remember, 
, that my nurfe told me before I was two YC3rs of age, 
e that her grandmother'S liller's couHn-german a[ured her 
, it \vas fi\~t.~' 



However unwilling, one \\'ou!d think, men fhonld be 
to give up their natural ri~hts, and fubmit to ufurptd au. 
thority, yet fo it was that tbey foon agreed to tbis fcheme I 
and, indeed, it appeared io have been nCrt ill pri)jetled 
for their own ends. It is not to be concei~ed at how 'peed, 
a pace they advanced, in acquiring and extending their 
dominion. They quite inverted the ure nf language; (i)f 

· when they fpoke of ~he family they always meant t~ fer. 
"ants ; or, if they faid any thing would tend to the good 
of the family, it was to be undernVO\.l~ that it would pro. 
Dlote tile illcreafe of the lvages" privile~es lnd immunities 
of the fervants. In many places the fen-ants grew upon 
the families, and turned them out altogether. In fome of 
the moft delicious fP'>ts of the country, you would have 
feen fine feats a.~d inclofures whoUy poffdfcd by tenants; 
who ab(olutely refufed to do any work, but ~ve them. 
felves up to lazy contemplation. If any body had 1ft .. 
turned to afk them the meaning of thi~ the)· {aid they we~ 
employed in ftudying the tMory of fervice, and WiOI. 
ing that all Jervants might be good, and all familiea well 
fupplied. 

It has been cbferved above, that they began their fcheme 
by- flattering the riell and great men, and endeavoring to 
infinuatt themfelves into their favor. But as foon as their 
power was fufficiently efiabiifbed, they changed their note, 
and treated the mofi confiderable men of the country witb 
great haughtinefs and contempt. They affirmed it tG 
be abfolute!y necdfary for the public good, that they fhould 
have much honor and rcfpeCt paid them. That, as they 
were undeniably the '110ft llfcfuI r3nk of mell, b}· cllofe. 
quence they \\'ere tile 1110fi honorable. Infiead of being 
humble and fubmiffive, they infiUed, that all the people, 
(rom the higbefi to the lowen, filOUJd pay a profound Te· 

(pea to the overfecrs, arch.overfeers, and other dignita. 
ries, WhOle names I have forgot, becaufe they had neither 
fenre nor meaning. Nay, the emperor of the fen'ants ar
rived in time at ruch po\\-er, tllat lIe made the riche!i men 
in tbe country, even the governors of provinces to tremb!r. 
He ordered them fometimes to wipe his fhoes; andl' when 
they mifbehaved or Ulowed the Je41ft backwardneis, com
nu\nded lhefu to be whi pt. 



'\n~n nly illformer mentiO!led lbis circu1l\flance~ I 
rOdU not help d~icoycring much am:lzemtnt at the pufil. 
Ilnimity of theh: ~op:e, and even m.xkRly hinted fome 
rufpi.:ion as to 'hf truth of the taa. He infilled, however, 
in the moll ~r.'i\:e mannel\ on the ~nlth of his account, 
and adlled~ that he h~ll many things tiiH nlO~ wonderful 
to COlDlllUllicate; as an inft_lnce of which he affirmed, 
thtlt it was no: only ufu.l1 tor the emperor to order great 
meG to lle "'hipt, b"t even to comana:lcl them to .hip 
thcmt~l~cs. .~n this t:ley ""ere obliged to fubmit t~ for he 
~ the lo'.\"er fen-ants, and the whole kiftgrlom abfolu!e
ly \luJ~r his in9a~nce. If any perfon or tam:ly Ind di{:. 
poted his will in the I~"lft :lrtide, they woold dtller, with
out more :ldo, bunl the h~ufe and them in it, or they 
.o~I!! woolly give o\-er work, alld neither provide them 
with food nor iud, i~ th::.t they bdloved imlllediateiy to 
r~·e, , 

'Vilat contributed not a little to eflablifh t~is ofurpiti. 
Oft, ,,·u a vel)' fingular fchenle which th~y fell UPOll wbile 
they were Battering ~t men, and perfu~ing therp to 
make ne\y ellablifhmeots for len-ants.. This wu, that 
families fhO".Jld not be perntittec! to chock fenants for: 
tbemfeh-es, but th:lt a lord .. or any other great man, fhould 
ha\Oe the power cf n~minating the fervallts withi~ a certaill 
~mria. They never failed to invent plaufible re.uons 
tor aU their fchemes. In fupport of this i, was alledRed. 
!hlt fanlilies were often whiolfical in their choice. 'That 
fome would prefer a feT\~a"t httaufe he was ta11, ana 
ethers becaufe he \\-as- !110ft; f01lle bec:luie his hair was 
reJ, others becaufe it \\'':is black. That the\' did not know 

• 
\\"~en they \vere well ferved-, and when they wen: not. 
That they were apt to!:>e impaled on by fuch as h,.J 
fmooth ton~es a.nd tould flatter them. That, if families 
at"ld ferv:lots were in a good underimding, they would 
nire ted~tion and fubvert the conftitution, 

On the other hand it was thought exceeding c;~ar, that 
great men .'00)(1 underlllnd the intereft of the country,. 
and the capacity of fervionts, much ~tt~t.t~n lhe ~ulgar. 
As alfo, that they were above all fufpicion of partiality. 
and would be Cure always to fend it and accompllihcd 

\P Q1.. Ill. T t 
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fervants to every houfe. But alas, the contrary or aU 
this WtlS foon found by experience. Th~y learned fpee. 
dily to fell every place to the higheR bitJ4er. unlefs when 
they had a favorite or dependant to I!ratify, which indt:ed, 
at bottom, was the fanae thing. However, they wert 
foon made dupes to the fervants, for when the profit of 
this (aJe was found Ollt, the overfeers and arch-overferrs 
~dlJally uiarpc=d 'the nornination to t~lnfdves, and at 
Jafl, it canl~ to be made an addition to the great and over
grown po.·er of the c:mp.:ror. 

It may eafiiy be fuppofed. £hin~s were now in a fad fitu. 
ation, and tiler cootillUt:d ro, as tradition and written re
cords atTure u~ fOr many age~ The lands tay unculti. 
vated; the pt:ople ""ere reduced to the greateR mifery 
imaginable; they were forrily clothed, and worre fed. 
No body profpered but the (ervants, or rather, only the 
upper iaoks of them, the noble and honorable fervants, 
the overfeers and arch overfeers." To th~fe indeed may 
be added the idle and fpeculative fort, who were rettled in 
hives, in the moft pleafant alld fruitful vallies, in every 
proVince. As for the poorer or 16weft dafs of fervants. 
who aaually (lid any work for the families, they were as: 
much opprefToo, by this time, as their mafiers.. Their 
wages were moRly taken up by lazy overfeers, or exhaufl. 
at by hea.vy taxes which they Were obliged to pay to th~ 
~mperor, and his court. 

. ' C HAP. IV . 

.A tn'riM~ IJ/OV1J giwn to the Domination of the Sercawts; 
rmd parucularly to the PO'Wer oj"the Emperor. . 

IT appears to be a faa, though not very well accounted 
for by philofopher~ that, when men have been long 

accuftomed to Savery, they hug their chain~ and become 
fo blinded, as to pride themfelvt:s in their mifery itfdf. A 
poor ~afatlt, in a nei,ghboring country, whore face is 
yale with hun~r, and .. his fam'ily lcarce covered with rags, 
~h. the oppreflion of his prince, yet will be: very ready 
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to venture his life in vindication of the tyrant'~ honor, and 
count himfelf extremely happ}7 to lay it down in (terence 
9f hi$ perfon. So it happened with the people under con· 
fider"tion. They "-ere:: fo dc:luded by thefe fc:rvants. that, 
:is their condition, {o their reafon itfclf was turned upfade 
down. They gloried in the ufurpation of the [crvants over 
them, worfhipped them IJfteD as they paiTed, and flout:y 
defendecl all their ri6hts and privileges. 

If by chance it happened, (as there were always rom~ 
in every age) that one thought fit to complain of the Both, 
debauchery t avarice and tyranny of the fer:vant8, his bre
thren immediately raifed a hideous accufation againfl him, 
and the ftupid people generally joined in the cry. They 
immediately affifled hi~ fello, •• fervants to feize him, to 
imprifon him, and, according to the degree of his offence. 
to punifh bim. They lira, indeed, took the mofi"caari. 
table pains to convince him of his error. If, upon this, 
he was willing to recant, and folemnly to declare that the 
conduct of the fervants was admir~ble, and the charatler
of them all unblameable, he was difmiffed only with .. 
good beating. IJut, if he was obflinate, and infified OIl 

telling the truth, he was carried to a dreadful fubterrane
ous pbce, and there put to the mon horrid and Ihock. 
ing tortures, \\,hich at length ended in tleath. 

HOWe\1er, at lafl, this rnyftery of iniquity got a terrilA1e 
b!ow. One of the lower fervants, of an hondl heart. 
and a determined refolute temper, being filled witljl indig
nation at the opprdlion which the rell were guilty of, fet 
himfelf to open the eyes of the public, and expofe their 
wickednefs. He made a full difcoverv of all the frauds 
he had any how been acquainted with, ~nd fpared not the 
corruption of the emperor's court. Laying down only 
this plain principle. that fervants were obliged to promote~ 
at all times, the real intere{l of their mailers, Ile let the 

. abominabk conduCt of th~ covetous blood.fuckers in the 
moll odious light. Whenever he went to a fair, or other 
place of public concourfe, be WQuld get upon an eminence, 
and, in a long difcourfe, endeavor to roule the people 
from their lethargy, and inflame thtm with refentment 
apinfr their oppreffors. 
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This fumifhed his brethoren with an opportunity of re. 
prefenting him as a ~ifluTber of the peace, and loading 
l}im with i~numerabJe ,r.aJullJ(Jies. Ma,ny .tumults \vere 
!aired againfl him, and he W20S often in ~mmjnent danger 
~f his life. 'VIlen he had narro"-ly efcaped being floned 
~n public, they would often hire d~fperadoes to affaffinate 
him' in pri\!ate; and, fometimes, attempted to hribe his 
}ntimoa.te' frlend.~ tq take him offby poifon. Howe\rer, by 
a mixture of br'avery ~n(J caution in Jlimfelf, together 
with the affifiance of fcm.~ faithful friencl~, WllO fa,v ho\v 
inuch he was promoting thc;i~ intereft, or rather, hy a 
mQfi ftngular provi(iellCe, he \~·a~ ~l\\~a}'s I'll·ought off ~afe. 
At lail, 'a fe~ qf the other fervants joined him, and they 
together .ope~eq t\e eyes of fe\'eral prpvincf=S of the em. 
pire. There c;:am~ to '!- formal refoll1tion of calling off tile 
yoke ofth,e emperor, and fet~ling the fen'ants upon a quite 
pew, or father l?rin.ging thel~ pack to the old, reafonabI~ 
and natural foundatton. . 
'. This was not broug~t aJ10ut ~itp~l:lt a moll violen t an4 
Jl:rtinaci~us 0pi><?fitiQn. The ~mpel:or jmr:ediately founq. 
eq the alalem, and fet t~e fery~n~3 l~ nl0~lpn t)1rollghout 
~1l his dominions. He could ript be fuppofe4, indeeu, to 
look upon fuch a fcherne with indiffc:rence; for it ! lainly 
tended to Hrip him of a great part ofhi~' reyenue an~ ~()w. 
er: nor was it eary to fee where it ,VQlJld fipp. Hf; 

, ." -... 

tJte~~fore ~t i~~ opt ~gai~fi °it with all his migh~. lIe fent 
put a proClamation, j~~hich h~ affirmed, that it firuc~ 
againfl t~~ yery being ~f ~erval1t~, ~nd that the defign wa~ 
no lefs tllan to exterminate them from tIle face of tIle 
• . • . . t 

earth. He reprefented ~t as the mo~ unnatural thing th~t 
~ver 'was heard of. 'fhat tl1cre hac! beell fO:l1ctitnes con~ 
fpiracies C?f ft:rvan~5 againft their ~afiers. but a joint con· 
fpiracy of man~rso againU their own 1ervams, a~d of fer~ 
vants agairift theOir fellow~f~rvants, was abfollltely without 
rrecederi!. ~e conc1u~leq with a ~o!emn execration, tle7 
votillg 311 \vho fllOllld COI1t!11~e ill t~:s rtbelliOll to COln .. 
p~ete and irretrit,'aple ruin. 0' 0 

1 '1'hc: cOl)ftqlltnce of this ,vas a ci\~il \'''Jr in trlc kirlg .. 
dOln.· l\'ia11)7 blttles \vej-e fougl1t, if! Wl1ich tl1ere "'~lS a 
dreadfuf £laughter on both fi·J~s, and multitudes ta;~tn 
. , 
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prifoners, who were none of them ufed very well. The 
emperor indeed, and his court had a manifell advantage, 
by long praClice, i.n deviling the moll e~quifite methods 
.of revenge and (:ruelty. But, to {horten my narrative, 
after ma1)Y yiolent and bloody difpute~t as well as ufelefs 
conferences, at I\fi fome provinces agreed to keep the 
old way, and fome efiablifhed the new. Particularly, in 
one Northern province th~re was at the ti me of the change, 
a moll e:;cellellt methocl and order efiablifhed with regard · 
to the fervants. TIley not only rellounced the authority 
of the ell1per9r; but all overfeers, arch.overfeers, auditors, 
controller$, accountants, keepers of records, and other 
unnecetTary officers were banifhed at once: and none 

. fufFered t.O continue but ufeful working fervants. 'The 
fpeculative drones were expelled, and their lands given 
to perfons ~f rank and worth in the province. That 
regulation was ~bolifhed, as extremely pernicious, which 
permit~ed Iqrd~ or great men to name fervants ,to others, 
fo that every family chofe ruch as beft pleafed themfelves, 
and fuch a$ were well qualified for the bufinefs for whicb 
they were hired. The exorbitant increafe of their wages 
\vas reduced, as \\reII as all extra\1agant perquifites, and 
pnly a mo~~rate pro\·ifion continued and fettled. 

C-H A P. V. 
.. . 

§(Jme aqount oj thc Reformed Establishment, in a North. 
ern PrO'lJiTlce; and the happy effects that follocwed 
upon it for q tim~. II beg'ins h,:)w~cr agaill to liege. 
1lera/c. 

THE people pf this province were now fo fuHy con
vi~ce(l of the terrible confequences of the late 

llfurpation, that they reCeIved to tlfe all poffible precau
tions, to prevent the return of corruption for the future. 
In this the fervants themfelves feemed to concur very 
~eartily, and ,.\rere, apparently, animated with a warm 
zeal againft the worthlefs part of their own order •. Many 
excellent rul~s were laid down in the meetings of the 
corporatipn. ~rhey wer~ vrden:q under the leverell pc-
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nalties to apply themfdves diligently to their bufinefs; t. 
live rober, gra\'e and mortified lives; to forbear all rant. 
ing, junketing and ~~n'ing. They were forbid aIJ travel. 
ling abroad, or wandering from their famiiies, but upon 
'lrger.t occa6ons, and with le~ve afkec.l and given. If any 
Were convicl~d of difhondly, lazinefs. or difobedience. 
they were not only difmilfed, but ftript of their clothes, 
branded in their foreheads.. and declared utterly incapa. 
ble oi ever btill)! again el11plo}7ed. 

1'he ~reaten flriClnefs ima$!inable was ured in trying 
tllem, as to tlleir fufficiency ill every bf311Ch of bufinefs for 
which they \\;"ere hirtcl; and very diliS!ent inquilJ' nJade 
into -their (.·harat~er for honefty and fincerity. \-\Then they 
were inlroou(."Cd to any l~lD)ily, they were folemo]y 
bound by ill tremehdous OJth, to t.a~e the ~ood of the fami. 
ly al\\'a~ s at heart .. and th~tt they ihould ne'ler do any thing. 
diretlJy or indirt:dly, th.t lTIlght tend to its prejudice. 
But above all, there ,,"a5 a (lria law nlade, alltl dtclarcd 
to be unalterable, tilit no fc:rvilnt ·fhould be forced UPOil 

• aTay tanliJ)· agaillti their ,ville II', Ordt:'T to fecure, in the 
moll eftectua) !llanlitrr, tIle! execution of tlttre la\\'s, it \\·u 
refolved, that, in the govt:rnmt-ut of the corporation, there 
1hould ~ join("d with the fervants certain perfons of the 
mofl pru(lel)t fort Ii-om the fanliiies. Theft: \\'ere called 
helpers, tlley had 110 JaJaries, bllt bein~ naturally a iort of 
.reprefentatj\,~s of the people, it was expetl:ed they would 
univcrfally fllPI)Ort their Intert:fi. 

For a long time this province was exceeding happy in 
their rerorm~d conllitution. 1'he n~n perfeCt harmony 
fubfified bet\\'een mafl<:rs and fervants. The "-ork of the 
fervants it:emed to be a pl~-af'.lre to them, and, on the 
otner hand, the members of every family feemed to vie 
\vith one anctller ,\'ho fhOllitl tr~at tlleir fervants \\7ith -the 
greate(llendernefs al~~ 11umanit\,. Olice or t\\aice there 
was all atlempt mJde to introduce o\-erfeers and arch. 
o\'erJeers an.on~tll(:m, from a neighbourin~provil;cC which 
bad retain~d theft! otJicers, though they would not fil1rer 
them to be fubjctl: to th~ ~mperor. lIO\\'~v~r, the pc:ople 
il!O\\it~g a p;':~p~r fp;":~., t!~~y were HiH thrown out. All 
this time ma:~~ .. s w:..:.t en excc~diI1£!y \~'ell) th:: fidd:: \n:re 
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aflidnouOy cultivated, and brought every year immente 
trops; and plenty as well as harmoay was c:very where 
to be feen. 

But alas, after a long fearOD of peace and quiet, things 
began to alter for the worfe. Ambition, avarice and lux. 
ury, would not be kept out by the banilhment of the old 
titles. They found a way of introducing thenlfc:)ves, un. 
der cover of the form that then prevailed. without any 
apparent change. The moll important fiep towards 
bringing this about, was re.cllablifhing the Jaw which em. 
powered great men to nominate fervants ta inferior fami. 
lies. This was fui>mitte(l to the more eafily, b-..ocaufe 
they ollly nOmitlated them to tIle r,\lary, prO\1j()e{} that the 
corporation filOllld think proper to introduce tllcm to the 
family. For this purpofe, the moil facred laws required 
an invitation froln the family itfelf. But the young fer
flnts foon began to find, that it was far eafier lor many 
of them to play the parafite or fycophant abourgreat men's 
honfes, that they tdight pr<A.~rc a writ of nomination, than 
to acql.!ire a good reputation for diligence in th:~ir \vork. 
That was the road, therefore, i>l which the greaten part 
of them travelled to preferment. 

Many and fierce were the firuggle~iJ fer fe\"eral years, 
in the meetings of the corporation about introducing fer. 
Vatlts to families. i\S all the la\vs reqllire.] an invitation 
tram the family, when any perfon was nominated, a 
neighbouring court would fend a deputation to the family, 
to a1k them whether they would take focb a one for !heir 
fervant or not. . Sometimes they wheedled and flatteredy 
ind fornetimes thre.ttened them, if they would not complyo 
If any con fen ted, tht:ir names were i~t down three or four 
!imes, to fwell the numbt!r; if any were angry and fpoke 
lmperlinent1y~ they were fuppafed to be out of their fen. 
fes, ~nd incapable of judging. Alter thefe arts were ufed 
tbey would fit down gravel v to determine the matter, and 
find, that there was in this "intlance a mol1 agreeabl; and 
har!noniollS i!lvitatioll. 

It is impoflible to help imiling. when one refleas upon 
the v~trious methods ufed in cOllductin~ tllis bulillcis.
SoUl~times th~y coulu not ~et a ilngle P';:r1l111 in a houfe 
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to accef.t of the fervant who had been nominated .. ~Phen 
'his haprlened, they ufed to fell(l for all the relatiollS oftht 
family. c:ven the mon difiant coufins, and a(k their con. 
knt, which wat e2fil~~ obtained, becaufe it was nothing 
to then) ,,:hc~i,.:r the ianll1y were well ferved or ill . ......; 
When they had obtained it, if a complaint. was made, 
they endeavored to prove, by \'ery ingenious reafonin&S1 
that there- difiant relat:ons had as I!ood a title to illvite a 
fervant as ~ln>~ perron \\'hatever. 1\/latters ho\vever drove 
on very heavily for a whi1e; but iI' ortl~r to facilitate 
them, nle.O}' gelltleolen of eftates, who knew not much 
either about fc:rvic\! or ferVall!S, pro~·urecl themfel,~es to 
be choft!n to the office of helpers. Not that they helped 
to do any thing: but, getting ill to be members- of the 
courts of tlle corporation, tlley contributed to provide fer
vants ill lllaces. By this n1eal1S many were provided 
'With a l)ic,:c of bread, \\:110 118<1 beetl poor fneaking fellows,. 
and had follewed them in their youth, in hunting, tifhing, 
an() other (liverfioT1S. 

Sue}l \vas the iitllation of affairs \'lhen my informer 
went into the country, and, as tllC cafe \vas ver}' ullgular, 
the rea(ler 1nay eafiIy gllefs ho\v n1ut:h it engaged his at· 
tention. lIe rdrded chiefly in this Nothern provinte, 
atld i therefclre, his relnarks were mofll}? confined to what 
hap)lellee] alllollg tllem. It WOlllel be etlcllefs to mention· 
all that Ile tol(lllle, bllt tl1e principal obJervations fhall be 
l:ommunicated to the world ill the following chapters-

C 1-1 A P VI. 

o.l the great impr8priety ojiCll seen in the ofpoilltmtnt of 
Ser7JalJtJ; allll the se1ltil11Cllts of the inhllbitants on thai 

. fJ 

subject. 

T HERE is commonly, in every fod~ty, ~cme radical 
principl(! which goverr~s and mochfies t!1e refi~ and 

gives a tinCture to all the meafures that are f:arried on, 
whatever he lheir particular fubjea~ or feeming intention. 
In. tI,e caf~ tlefore llS, tIle fun(lamen.tal error ,lppears to··· 
have been tilt: power of nOlninaticn which was given tu 
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rrC3t m~n. . The conft'quence of this was, an e~c~fihre 
iOlp .. opnety In the arpomtment of fervants to dlH~rent 

. falniJies. If a poor orJ!naT)' family \vanted a 11oufllO)(1 
fen'ant, fometimes a lord would fend them a foreign cook 
out of his own kitchen. Ffhis fellow would fpeak fuch 
minct:d broken language, t!!at tlll!Y coul(l not underfland 
him; and the meat he dreffeJ lor them they could not 
endure to look upon. \Vhen they defired him to pro\'ide 
plaiil foiid food~ fnch as they had been in 11le to eat, antI 
in futJicient qU3ntity to fill their bellies, he would lerve 
them up a conde of £limfy dillies, finely garnifued, but 
entirely dilguifed, fo that the poor people could not ima
gine what they contained. If at any time they made 
complaint of this, he triumphed over their clowniih igno
rance al1d unrefined tafie, and would offer to prove to the 
fatisfafrion of all men of fenre, that he perfealy und.er .. 
Rood his art. 

In innumerable rnch infiances they went entirely in 
the face of common fenfe, in the choice and appointnlent 
of fervants. Sometimes, if a family wanted a plowman 
or a gardiner, they WOllld fen(l them a hllntflnall, or a run. 
ning footman. If" a confiderable merchant \vantecl a book~ 
keeper, tiley \vould find hinl a fiupid ignorarlt fello\v \vho 
coulll neither \vrite nor react. For this prepofierous con~ 
dutl tIlere 'vas no relne(ly. The great nlen counted th~ 
right of nomination as a precious jewel, Wllich no confi~ 
(leration could indtlCe them to part \vith. And as the 
po\ver of determination, in all difputed cafes, lay in COllrtS' 

cotnpofcd of f~n~ants, they firentlOllfi}F fllpported the moit 
l!nreafonable appointments. 1'his was natllra~ly to be ex~ 
peae(l~ becallfe a contrary conduCt \\'ollld ha\:-e been a ft. 

· lent impeachment of nlany ofthemfdves, as unfit for their 
~ . 

pre{ent {lations. 
Befides, it happened in this cafe, as I obfel'\~(;d had hap

pened in a former age, many loved to ha\"e i~ to. TIle 
people of better rank, and tll0fe who woul<ll1e thought to 

be of better rank, bv an unaCCOllntable fafcination, not 
only approved, but· admired thefe meafures. "fo alIo .. v 
families, they faid, to choofe fervants for themfelves, would 
be a fouree of enc!lefs confufion, but that the prefent was 

\:0I.. III. U u 
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plainly a fimp'~. rational, uniform and pelt'~abte method 
cf procc:ediaJ.!.. It \\".,s a common :And a fafbionah:e topic 
of cony rlation, to (t~Jpire the lolly and impu<I~ll("e of the 
common people .. who h3d alw3~ s a thong indination to 
cl)o~'e their o\\-n fer\~al1t~ all,1 lookt:d with a \'~r}· ~Yil ~ 
upon thote who were thu~ hlnde,l upon th~m ttg.inli t~ir 
,,.-iils. If ~11~· pefton, in a con'p-'ny, had but fi;?l~!6td 
t.l}at he thOUi::lt this conduct inconfillel1t ""it)} rnl.ity or 

~ -~ ~ 

gooJ po!ic~·, he W..lS not thought fit to he reaSoned witb. 
hut a gt'l:.t and loud liU~) ,,'as immediately raif~ againll 
him, fo that he " .... s not oilly Pllt to file=,ce~ but to confu. 
fion.. N~y, there were not wOinting many who ~f!irmcd, 
that no bocl}' cOllld be iillcen:ly of t.lat opinionl but thlt it 
,,·as 0!lly pret~ndec.ll from bait'! and finiUer ,'ie,,'s. 

) mull9bl~rve lM!re, that wh~n mv informer ,,-as en 
~ 

this part of the fuhjea, which indeed be often refumc!d. 
as \\'hat hacl In.de a great inlprtffion u~n his own m~nd, 
I c~u)d not hdp a~in difc!),~ering marks of anonlfhn~ent. 
I to! ... ! him, I \'ery well knew the abfurtiities of ,,'hic~ the 
hun1an mind is cap.,bl~~ ) .. t!t ihis feemed to be the mo.'l 
incredib:c of any thillg that I had ever r~ad or heard of; 
that it JllGulll ~ )augh~d do\\'n as a rit}iculous noti~n, that 
lanlilit:s OUgllt !o he at lillert~ .. tt' choofe their o\vn fervants. 
On l~lis ile \'''2S not a little offendetl, all(l fpeaking with 
lome a.;rimony. fay~ , it ,,-as to gratiiy your curio6t}\ 
, Sir., that, ill this and Iormet CO:l \"erJ'atiQcs, I h:l\"e given 
, an aCCOllnt of :11}- oll!~r\~3.tions ~n forei)!l} COulltries. If 
, you deiire to hear no mcre~ I fhall be \vho!I)- :ilfnt; but 
, gl\-e me lea\-e to fa~·~ that tile tre:ttnl~nt \~hich u"e tn· 
~ \"elt~rs Ulcet wi!ll \, .. hen \\"e return home, is at Ollce un .. 
c reafoIlal11c! 3i~i! un~r;\teflll. If \\"e tell ,·0;'1 thines that 

\;.. .." 
& are COllln~on, }-oa leok !)!lOn thclu as inti))iJ an~l trifling; 
, and, if we teU you thiil~~ dut are quite new and furpri
, fin~, you !et us kno\v with great good manners, that you 
, d~ Ilut l'-eit~\-e lIS .. ' 

'''hen after a linie paufC', ' PrlY Sir~'l i:\~'s he, ' how mil
'ny n3tio:~s are th~re in Europe, Afi.t or Africa, who 
, !hink t:1:' mft'h-es at iiberty to choo~e their own prince, 
, vf to bring him to an account t~r 0fprd1:cn or had ~a. 
'\'~rnniCnt.) rfru!y, fOlid I) 1 bdic\'e uot above five 
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_ 6x. • W dl the",· f.l}"s he, • ir~ ~rha~ 6"1 to one or 
• IRlokioo, mve tho'l~j.t it ~ fill or lOlly tOr them ttl ch{lOre 
• their 0\\-0 nllfiers. is"" moodl 'n}ou to rU(l~a nly Tt"

, neil)-. "hen I tdl you of one nation. whch: it l~c3me 
• t:tfhionlble to tllillk th.t tlley ought not to ("I){)Ore ltlCir 
• O\lt-n fc:rv.nts. 9 

, But to come a li:t1e c1or~r to lbe point,: r~~·s he.' an: 
• you not a mem~r of tb~ fdcd (ocie!)' in E -h !' 
I am, _lld glory in it as a nlol1 h~n:lr .!b!e dillillttioo, 
, H-,'·e )"ou 110t taken ilgricl:lture ucder }'Oilr p3tr\)na~e :1 
U~tJouhtt:dly; and b~" ,,"Ilat Illeans can we b~tlc:r jlivnlote 
t~ illteretl of the pllblic? ' By none, I adillit. Btlt fuf~ 
• fer me to proc~ with r"'y interrogatories. II,Hoe yQIl 

& bought any land \\-ith the profits of your inlpri)'lelllt:lltS?' 
Not Joet. They aTe but ill !heir inlancy, anll J13ve colt 
me a great de,,1 of ex pen~. 'Are tIle ~rops of i n~ pr"
, \'ers gener;illy better than thor... of other people ?' I can. 
net fay ,hey are.. "You ought,' f3YS he. ' to have confer. 
'kd t;lat they are tommonly worfe; for, "ccOtdin~ to my 
, obfc:rvatioll, the nlark of :In imJlrover is not to have ~ 
, good crop, bot to be able to give a ratiQllal and pbilofo. 
• phical account ho\v hf! canle to Illve a bad one. But 
• have you llot alto ellcouraged a Olitl to \vrite boQks, and 
, readlc:dures upon agriculture, \\·ho Inade hilnft:lf a beg
, gar by putting it in praflice ?' PerhJPs it may be fo, but 
he underfiood the theol}". & How came you to believ~ 
'thlt he underftoexl the theQry? J\Jas! alas! fir, abrur~ 
• dities coming into fafhion is not fo r~ue a thing at hom~. 
C as to entitle you to dou~t tile truth of Iny narrltive, 
, when I told you of the Dlitlakes and ddufioas of a cer~ 
, tain people abroad.' 

I cOllfet's I was Ilev~r 1i1ore nettleu at any tllin~, than 
at tIllS ullexpetled attack llpOll ll1e l.lll(labk attelllilts 
among us, of late, ~o illlprove our Ilative COulltr)~. To 
.compare: thenl \vith the mO!lflrQus conduct of the tlnpolilh
eJ American people (krcr~bed in this book, \\ .. :s unfuifc.:ra,. 
hie. I could not~ therdore, let the matter drop, but told 
him, all tll.it you ha\'t; faid. fir, llli'~ht eafily be anf"rered ; 
ho\vever, not to fpen(~ time upon it at prefent, what do you 
think of, or what ha\'e you to li,y agdi.lil tilt: txcdicnt "1\4 
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rational traC\:s which have been puhlilhed by private gen. 
tlc:men of fortune among us, upon agriculture? Do they 
not COntaill the clearefi arithmetical calculations, of the 
proSt to arife from the method laid down? 'I fay,' an
fwered he, ' tlley arc: all what the lawyers call fela de se, 
, and totally inadmimble.' Your reafon, pray. ']\'Iy 
, reafon! \yhy, trl11y, I have more reafol1s thaI} or.e. In 
, the firft place, they always put me in mind of a qU(l.ck 
, doCtor with his L'otholifol1. They have but one remedy 
, for all difeafes. A gentleman happens to be firuck with 
c fo~e new theoretical principle, 3nd immediately fans to 
, \\"~rk, runs do\\-yn every tIling eIfe, and applies this ,\100" 

, derful difcovery to all purpofes, all foils, and all feafons. 
« You know what enthufiafls the horfe hoers and puI\'eri. 
C fers are. Many of them are dearly of opinion, that 
, dung is prejudicial to ground, as ferving only to engen
C der weeds. I was once quite of. this opinio~ myfdf, 
, and found no !ltller clifficulty ill it, than ho\v genll~men 
C and farmers would get quit of their dung, which, not 
'being returned to tIle grouncl in the \\'a)r of manure, 
, mufi roon gro\v up to all enornl0llS, an(l at tIle fame time, 
C nloft naufeous anc} offenfi~"e heap. "rIlerl llncler tllele 
, apprehenfions, I remember to have projected a fcheme 
, to be carried 011 b}1 fl~bfcriI1tioIl, 'vj1i~!1 \VOllld ha\re pro
, ved an effeCtual remed,y. The I!~et!10(1 \\'3S to ha\'e 
C plan:; taken of every c~untry, in which the Ic:vel fhould 
& be marked, then canals to be carried througll all the 10\\' 

, grouIlds, and [maIler ~(laS dra\,rn fronl e\~erJ' gentlen1an 
, and farmer'~ houfe, terminating in ti1efe c~nal~, \\rI1ich, 
C by 'the help of a collection of rain water at e\'ery houfe, 
, \vould, at certain ieafons of tIle )'ear, carry a\va}Y the 
~ whole dung; and at Iaft empty it into the [ea. The ex-
4 pence of this [cherne would, indeed, have been \'ery 
~ confiderable; bllt the great a(lvantages to be reaped from 
~ it, I apprehended, would fqoo convince every body of 
, its utilit)r. Now, 110\\'C\·er ri(liculous fucll a fchenle 
~ may be, I ~m fully convinced it would have been put in 
, praaice in a certain county, if it had not been for th.e 
~ incorrigible ol)!litlacy of the COmlTIOn peol)le. I anl alio 
.! of opinion, that it would have [uccced~d) and that dung 
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I \\,ould have been wholly banirhed in a fhort time. This 
, \\·ould llave happened, not oilly IJY the help of the canals, 
, but tIle crops would have beell fo thin and fpirituaJ, 
, tha': the cattle who fed upon them would have pa[~d ve· 
, ry little of a grofs or excremental nature. 

, I thall not trouble you, contillueu lle, at tl1is time, 
'\vith any more of my reafo:ls but one. It feerns 
, highly incredible that, if the new fchemes of agriculture 
f \'iere fo profitable as their" autll0rs give out, they \\'ouid 
, be fo generolls as to difcover them gratis to the public, 
, and even prefs the raid public to accept of them. It is 
~ more probable tlley \votlld keep them as a fecret in their 
, own families, till their excellence were difcovered by 
"' their vifible effects. I kno\v a nlallufaCturing to\vn, 
, \\-llere, if any man falls upon a method of working, or a 
, fabric of goods, that is likely to bring a good profit, he 
, is la far from preffing it upon his neighbours, that he ufes 
, ever}? poffible precaution to keep it to himfelf. On the 
, other hand, his neighbours are as inquifitive as he is fe
, cret; and commonly both difcover and imitate It in a 
, very little time. There is a dilpofition in mankind to 
, refiil \\7hat is forced upon them, and to Iea\'e no method 
, uneffayed to come at what is indufirioufly placed out of 
, their Teac11. . 

, I would, therefore, humbly recommend it to all im
'provers, to give over talking upon the fubjett, and to 
'fililleartily abollt plltting their rules in praCtice; and, I 
I call promife. them, tl1at, if they be fuccefsful, it \vill 
, not be long before they will be quite common. Or, let 
, every perlol1 wllO di[:overs a nofirum in agriculture, ap
, pl}l to the government for a patent that no bod,Y may be 
, fuftered to ufe it except himfelf, and thofe who fhall pay 
, hinl ftlfliciently for the ingentlity of his illvention. I 
, can alfure you, fir, that if I had fa\u to the people whom 
'I left a few years ago, that I knew a nation, where it 
, \vas COll1mOll for benevolent per[ons to point out t9 them 
'plain, eaf}r, cheap and certain methods of growing rich, 
, but tiley \vo111(111ot be perfulded to ufe them, I \\"ould 
, have had the fame compliment paid me which you were 
~ pleafed to p~y me lome time ago, that I wa:) taking the 
( p r i \' i 1 e g e 0 fat ra \" e 11 e r 1\ ' 
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) fhaU not trouble the reader with raying how fa~ I was 
convillct:(t by tlli~ reafolling, 01j~y it Illade nle refolvc to 
be entirely fileut. as to any furtbei puticulars 1 fhould 
!earn conrernill~ the corporation of fervants. how firang: 
and uO.lccoalltah!e fo:!\"er they might he. Having there. 
fore, brC)U~jlt tllis llllavoiJaole tl.(;rc:fiioll to a clofc:, \\'0 
proceed with the biliory~ 

C II A P. VII. 

Creat partiality in tIM tritJ tif &r'iJQ1US, and unttrtai,,'J 
III ll.)e ,bara"~Tsgi'iJt'lj of ,llfnl. 

I F the reJd~r ~t:cdleas \\'~Iat "",as raid .. in t~~ .preceding 
ctlalltt:r, It IS J;rob4ble ht: \\'111 be Jurprlfcd, that the 

corporation, \vith the po\v~rs )!iven ,hem, did not, for 
their 0\\'11 credit, look better into the qu~lifications of fer. 
vants. Sillf~ it \\~tiS ill tl\eir po\\·er to licenfe them or 
Jlot, it rna}' be fIIPI)()r~{1 they would ta.ke eil~ctual care, 
that 110 illfltfficiellt ~rJon fllOlJld be adnlittetJ. But it is 
to be obft:rn:d, th;\t fo foon as the method of 6xing fer. 
vants, tlPOfl tll~ nOllllllatioll of lor()s or great men, came 
to be again in ur~, the trial of their futnciency turned to a 
lDere farce. Til~re migi't be fotne degree of integrity 
found in one COtlrt; but, i!l fuei} a cafe, the candidate had 
nothing to do but appl}1t to another, 'WileR he \vo.uld find, 
perhaps, a fet of raically f~lIo\\'s who were alliamed of 
nothing. 1"0 whitt a degree of boldnefs they ventured to 
proceed, may be feeD from the following account of what 
literally 11:lp~11ed. 

A certilin court was going Upoal the examin.tion of a 
}poung nlan, who ddired to ha\'e a cer:ificate that he was 
fully acc<h'1lplillit."d as a lervant, and particularly well 
fkilled ill t,~t: cultivation of land. ~\ grave alld ancient 
Inember afk~cl him, Pray, fir, what is the bdl \vay of 
plowing hard iliff land? A'IS. By runnin~ a wheel.bar. 
Z"OW o\·er it. rrhe examinCitor was hi~hly offended with 
the abfurd,ty of the anfwer, anll Olowt:d plainly in his 
~unlen"nce a mixture of furprize ".nd indignation. But' 
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another men)ber of court, being of a meek an:1 gent1e !em. 
per, and a great enC!my to ft:verity" thought proper ~o in. 
terpofe. He fays to his brother" l\fy d~zr fir, the young 
man is m~it:fi and bafllful, ·~hich ill itrtIf is a mofi amia. 
bly difpofition.. though it hinders him from anfwering fo 
diflinflly, as were to be wifhed. 1'hcn, turning to the 
canc1iJate, he fays, I darl! fay, fir1 yQU know well enough 
tbat a \\~heel-blrrow cannot p)ollgll land, becaufe it will not 
enter into the foil, nor open it ful1icientJy. l\1ufl not 
hanl fiift' land be broken and pulverifed, in oT{ler to make 
it fruilful? 41'1$. iT es, fir. 

Then the firfi refumetl his examinat:on. NO~/, pray 
'r, Can you tell me hOlY deep I::md ought to be ploughed 
when it is well done? He, though quite ignorant of the 
fubje8:, being naturally :l lnan of mettle and acutenefs, 
imagined) frOfl'l what he ha(l hear,1, that the deeper the 
better, an(l immediately anf\vered, fix yar(]s. On this 
his ~xaminator fell into a violent paffion, and faid~ Ho\v 
ave you the impudence, fir" to aik us to inRal you as a 
pioughman \vhcn YOll kr,ow nothing of the matter? V-,T as 
there ever fuch a thing heard or feen, fince the beginning 
of the world, as ploughing land fix yards deep? or what 
conception cotll(l }"ou have, in your o\\·n millel, of the 
poffibilhy of the th~ng? \"'" ou ought to have a fentence 
paffc:d againft you, wholly incapacitating you for any 
place in this country. 

The noble and generous fpirit of the candidate was 
roufed by this ievere tr~atment; fo, he replied, Pray fir, 
uo you imagine that, in this improved age, the fervants 
of the eftablifhed corporation are bro\l~ht lip to a thorougn 
knowledge of the feveral branches of bufinefs, for whkh 
the faJaries are appointed? For my own particular part, 
}tou ough"t not to be furprife{l thlt I cot:l(l nor teJI you how 
J~~d fhould be ploughed, fer I never faw a plou~h in my 
Me. How, when, where and by WhOOl wt:re you edu
cated tllen? fa}'s the other in an13ze. Ans. I ier\·t:d an 
apprenticefhip in a toy.!hop. \7 ery-well, fays the exaOli .. 
nator, blen~d, pr(~ciOl1f., IlapPJ', inlpro\·e(l times? I llave 
no more to add, I give up the examill.ltion to any body 
, I I' tt!lt P ea!'!~. 
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"'nen this dircont~n~ed =~31ot 113d tJropt th: ci!~o~rf(l 
fome other moderate OlJn :liked him ~ t~,.-., r.c!ite ant: fI: 
fhioalahic: !Jucnion~ fuch as~ what is th~ ;~nteddl iining 
(0; a iCdd co~t: in what mann~r fhould } t)u pre,cut a ~}l& 
of \Vl~le to a lof{J~ and h·J\\· to a filrnler? \\' het}~t:r is hunt .. 
iog or fiihing' L~e pleatJ.nteft dh-erficn? whether fhould 
the tcn"ant's or the rhiHren of a family h3\'r- the beft lodg
ing, diet, &c.? After a fell· filinlltes 113tl been fptnt in 
tIllS Inanner, it \\'as carried by a great majorit}~ that he 
had allf\\'ereu extren1{ly \\-ell, and \\"as, in every refp«t, 
a filOii accompJifhe{) l~n"an~. 

It lvas ul'Gal for the jervants to carry ceni6c~les 
\"ith them, from the inferior courts of the corporation, 
\\,herever they ,vent; but if an}· man had trufied to there 
c~rtificates, he \vould ha,"e fOt~nd hiolttlf miferablv mif .. 

• 
taken. They had t~ken up a prin~iple, that a man 
might atteft any thing to be true, which he did not know 
to b-; falie .. On tllis principle, for a proper confideration, 
a vagrant fello\\r, of \\'llom tht:y kne\\" little or nothing, 
would eafily obtain a certificate, declaring hiln to be a 
compleat fervant for every branch of bllfinefs, an(I in 
particular, all admirable cook, gardiner, or \\"hatever elf~ 
he himTelf clefired to be fpecified. If, UpOl1 trial, he was 
fOUIlCl totally (leficient in any of the branches mentioTled, 
2nd com plaint was made to the court who certified for 
hilTIi they thought they \\~cre full)~ excufed if the}' could 
fay that, upon their ilonor t11ey knew flotlling abOtlt him, 
and \\'ere wholly ignorant \\'hether he was a good fervant 
or a t)Rcl. On all f\!cll occafions tlley ufed to lallnch out 
ill praile of c}larit}" and alledge, that every ~11an had a 
right to another's good word, as far as it would go, un1efs 
he had forfeited it by tome p:Mticn!ar and known mif<le. 
111eanor" 



J~S 

S!r--;:r.,ts t1'dL~r("1I cb.-:r.uttrs. .f skc-ub of tIN ,-~e«l 
lm.! la".!. -r.i.~ j"1Xlt'r •• IC l"15r~(! ().IILrc /;.:,/ 6Cal!l$t 

tl-:"g«.d. 

HO'VEVE.R g~n~rl1lh~ corruption W3S, t~ rt3Jet 
is not to inlagille that all f~n·~nts "-ere of the Jime 

ch~,racter, or bell~VfJ in the fl!lle ffi:\nner. There \\·~re 
Rill JOllle, here and there, \~,!:o a«ed in a manOt;t fuita
ble to their t11t:ion, \\'GO nt,nded th~ir b~lfinefs, \\'no 10\'00 
their maIlers, antI ,,-ert: be!oved bv th,em. "fllef't: malic . 
as gret\~ a firuggle as th~y couhl to k~ep matters right in 
the meetings of the corporation, thougll!, cummonly, \,"itll 
very indifterent fuccefs. The oppo:ite principles and con· 
dua 6f the two forts may be learned from the fonowing 
particllldrs. 

They cl:ff"ered tOM calo, in their very profdIion and 
mmrler of 1pcakillg. The modern fafilion,ll':e party at:' 
firined, that cOllrage and fe!f .. fufficiency GUtJ:t to be the 
leading chara8:er of a l~rvant. l'hat he ought al\\~a}"s tQ 

l.~ fpeaking in praife of llis o\\"n tleeds. 1'hat he oU6ht 
never to al!o\v of any error or mifiake ~n his beha\"ior; 
but, on the contrar)~, to infift tllat he (leferved the higheft 
approbation. 'Vho is obliged, raid they, to fpeak well 
of a man \vho fpeaks ill of' hiolfelf? can there be any thing 
more pufilanimous, than fOT a fervallt to be always (on ... 
ielling that he can do very HttJe to any purpofe. 

On the otller hall(l, the 110nefler fort of [erv·ants (lecla
re,l, that they tllOllght prille alld confidellcc \\'ere ill them. 
felves hateful, and quit" intolerable in fervants. That 
tlley fhould not make lligh preter~fions, left the)' fhould be 
brought but to the greater fhame; that they fhould ac
k08wledge the great imperfeCtion of every thing they did, 
and expeCt to be re\varded, not for the \\·orth or value or 
their fervice, but from the goodnefs and icduJgence .f 
their mafiers.. · 

v~ OLe III. X x 
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It was curious to obferve t~ ()ifFerent efrclls of there 
priOC!p:es. l"hofe who fpoke in the higheft terms of their 
own qUllification~. were alw3~'s !he nloft ne~ligent and 
~ motl un:aithfcl. "rhey ~rnd~ed et"ery thi!l~ they did, 
.and l~id ho'd of inntHllt'nhle pretences tar fh{)rtenin~ 
u\eir hours of labor, and prOCtlril)g da}'s of relaxation .. 
If, at an)!" tinle~ one of tleeRl had dOl1e a piece of work 
in a t~lcrab)c malloer, he c~lll(l hanlly be brought to do 
any nlOre for two days; but \\'as wllol1y taken IIp in ad. 
nlirillg his 0"-0 itlgenuity, and comnlen1i"g it to all who 
would take the pains to lif1~ll to him. On the contrary, 
the humble anu fdf.denied were always buty.. applied 
themlelves to lhdr dUly wit~ the utmon care and affidui .. 
ty, and thought they could never do enough. They ne. 
ver once can~l in quetlion the hours of bbor, but conn. 
dered the neceflity of the family,: or the importance of the 
work they were ~ngaged in. "~hen any body i'.appened 
to commend ont~ of them for his diligence, he intreated 
them to forbear fuch difcourfe, for he \~as ve1}' jenfibJe 
be had not done the thoufanclth part of what he <mght to 
have done. 

}':Ien came to be fo ienfible ef the different efl'eCls of 
there principles, that aimoft c\·ery family earnefily \vifn. 
ed to have fervants of the felt:den)-ing charaCter, a!lQ per. 
ieaIy liated t..l-te o:iler. If they entered into converfation 
with an unknown ferv.nt, they were particularly atten. 
tive to the Jlrain of his difcourfe, an(l, though he were 
upon hi;; guard, wou1d with great fagacity penetrate his 
kntiments. But. alas! this ferved very little purpofe; 
for, if he hall illtt:reil to Ilfocure a \\-rit of non1 ination, they 
\vere obliged to receive Iliol, antI then being fixed in the 
laddIe, he made a full dilco\'ery both of his principles and 
practice. 

Notllillg was more remarkable tIlan the rancorous ha
tred \\·llich the felt~ fufficient bore to the humble fervants ; 
efpecialiy ruth ~s 1ho\\'ed t11e moa remarkable (liligence 
in their- \vork. 1',~c:,. fpread flaTl<t:~rs agail1tl them \vith. 
~ut number. They uied to go :\bout with indefatigahle 
d!li~nce, alnon~ tile gre~t 11:ell, alld nonlinators to the 
t;fiabiifued falaric;s, to ex~\fperat~ their minds againfi them. 
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and pre\-ent their fettlement or promotion. They te· 
p~fentcu them as a fe:t of poor, filly, fneaking, fp:ridefs 
fcllo\vs, \,-ho, for no other ~n{! thall to thro\y an odiulll 
on the more fl-ee 3nd getlerO~ls Ii ve~ w(Juld work longer 
toao uimJ. For the fame reafon, it was pretendet.l, that, 
when the rell were it: their paliime, running jumpitlg, 
or cudgel playing, then to be fure, thefe hypocrite~ would 
be drivi:lg a fl-lke, or pruning a tree aoout a farln, or pick. 
ing \\"~eds from a ganten or field of corn. They repre. 
fented t~em, alfo, (which was indeed partly true) as ac· 
quiring a fliif fuflic air, by often ftooping, and habitual 
application to their work .. 

Neither wef~ they wanting in executing their revenge 
agatnil their ~nemies themfelvt"s, whenever an opportu. 
nity offered. If two or th~ Gf the loofer fort met, by 
ch:lnce, ·)ne of the illduftrious in a f~litary place, or going 
of au erralld, they cUl1ningly fv!iclted him to join with 
them in lome diverfion., for example, bliAd-man's,buff, 
or any other. If he complied, they all confpired &g1inft 
him, and drubbed him heartily: and. after they had done 
fo, one was immediately difpatched ta inform againft him., 
and iet tile tamil>, be beionged to k80W h~w he had beell 
fpentlillg his tinle, [0 that he \vas no better tll~n his nt:igh. 
oors. 'Vilellever the}~ difcovered a fervant in a field at:. 
ter tIle Uftlal tiine of 13bor, they would get behind the 
hedges and pelt him unmercifully with nones, fo that he 
returlled hOlne,llot onltlP fatigued with his work, but fc~ 
verely fnlarting with the wounds he ha(l received .. 

Such \\~as 110t onl}' the conduct of individuals, but the 
very !a~r~e fpirit prevailed in the meetings of the corpora
tion, from the lowell to the highefi. None met with fo 
fevere treatlnent froln them as hone!l indufirious fc:rvants. 
who were b~lo\~ed in the fimilies \vhere they \vere placed; 
neither ",,-as tllcre any r '.Ile fo heinous as Qe;!lg Incre die 
lig<!ot than the generJli~y of otller fervants. If aTl}' fanli. 
I}· ace'lltu a terv.'llt of pilfering, n~gligence, drunken
nefs, or wantonllefs among the mai\.is, there \vere all hu
mall infirnlities, 110 \\lOay atrocious in tileir llature. They 
\\'ere alia har(l to be af(~ert~\ill~{l; fo' that it \\~as almofl im
pofIi()le to bring a proof of the: fa~ts to the fatisiit\iou of 

- _. - - ~ -



d:e cnurt. Bl:t. ii one h:lppenC\l to he 3ccuft"d (\f tloill~ 
an,,· ll11conlnl l1n ier\":cc t-> t!-e 1:.lnii\- ~: their defire, c.r • • 
'Working w~~n ~UlefS Wt":"'C' .,:!,:wcd ttl pla~:~ this was h~~h 
trcalol1 ~~-Y,,_;!ltt the cb\~!;it\lticil ; al1~1 !l(; ,\"as condemnt:d 

" \\-itho~t mer.:)", and fO~~1etimes without he.ring. 
Rut. of all the crinles of l!l:S t'Ort, the nloll unp-1rdona .. 

bie ,,-as u"hatever te'l(i~~! to impeach the \'''ifi!om, or weak .. 
en the :mtnoritJ of the annu:tl meeiings of the corponti
on. V.-hen an infe~ior court ,,·as orcler~d to intf<xillce , 
fer\~t into 3. fam;)~~ \,no h~\.i refuf~d to receiv~ him, 
iOlne!illlcS a menlber or t\\ .. o \'''Oll)t) hUn1i)i.\· repref~!lt, 
that the terms of the oath appei\reci to the'l) abfurd and 
profane, in that inftanct, ~nd beg to be excu:~lL-'\-hen
ever this hQPpened, tiler \,'ere dragged as delitlqllents to 
the bar, 11lted antI al'llfell, fiript and brallUetl, declared 
inlalnolls, anti incapable e,"en of repentance-. It ""as rila· 
ny times affirnlo." in the genera! meeting.. that no man 
could be gllilty of a crime \\·hich,. fo nluch as, approached 
in guilt to that of difparaging the authority of the corpo. 
ration of fervants. 

I- "lull take this opportunity of acqulintin~ the reader 
\vith a 1rory that happened a {elv years before m}~ iniorm
er left the country. One of the fervants .. \l"OO "las a great 
oppoler of the prevailing meatures. finding his brethren 
to be deaf to ferious realollillg, fell \lpOn a iinguJar de
vice. Being pofieft of a vein of hun10r, ~ln{1 kno\ying a 
little of t.lte art of painting, he clre\'l a piaure of the droll 
or iudicfOUS !iin(l~ in \""hich, by rellign1atic=l1 charaCters, 
:he rt=prcfented the \"ar~0l13 impofitions of the fervants in 
general. He alto took off the likenelTes cf the principal 
and moft aCth-e leaders of the corporation. ~nd put them 
in the moil comical po:iures imaginable. Here was to be 
feen a fellow capering and dancing in a ~lrden all full of 
weeds~ and his inllruments Iyin~ hefide him, quite grown 
over \\~ith rufi.-.&\nother carr}'in~ a bafket over his arm, 
\\·ith the figll of a pille aPl)le ill his halld, and a-pafTenger, 
on exallliniIlg tIle contt!llts, finds Ilothing bllt ilillking 
fifh, and nops his nofe.-A great bleated fellow, fwelled 
like a tlln, chaJJengillg tIle \VllOle country to run a race 
with him_-.Anoth~r hurrying away a S!rl into a COl'llefa 
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and covering her with his frock.-There, and maDY 
otbers. he drew in (uch a manner, as clearly to expofc 
their knavery' and oflentatioll. 

TillS piBure was Ruck up, in the night-time, near a 
puhlic ro:ld leading to a great t.Jwn. As the perf ODS were 
all verJ· \\·ell knO\'ln, it is not to be imaeine(l \,-hat en. 
tertainment it afforded to the people. No body could 
look U)10n it \\~ithout laughin~: anti \vhen e\IPer any of the 
ftrv.tnts, honoree! with a place in it, \\'ere feen upon the 
ftrtets, tht! OO)·s gatllert:(l abollt them in cro\\-ds. and, to 
their l~nil)e'lkable mortification, minl!cketl the pofiures in 
which the~r hatl been reprefented. Copies ill miniature 
,,,ere t~lke'l of tJlis l)erfornlal1ce, anti kellt in many fami. 
jics i fc) tilat, ,\~ I)elle\~er tile fer\'ants \\~ere in ill humor, 
they,roll}(} plll1 cut tIle (]raug}lt, ariel hold it in their eye. 

rrhe ill'1:- ant} reientllle!lt of tIle fervallts, on the pub
lication of this piece, is not to be conceived. ·fhe au
thor had done it \\"ith 10 muetl caution and iecrecy, that 
they coul-} not get him legaJJy conviCted. However, 
they either Ql!co\·ered .. or at lean !hought they had difcO
'"ered who he was, and employed themfdves night and 
(-tay, in deviling methods of re\l'cnge~ Above all, that 
unlllCk}· fello\\1", "'ho hac} been reprefented following the 
girl~ was fo tranfported with rage, that he fcarce ever re
turned to his rigilt fellfes. He hat} been {oolething of a 
draughtfinan hirofelt: 10 he let about nlaking a p:Cture in 
ridittlle of tIle indufiriollS fervants; but, either the thing 
itleif WlS fo difficult, or he proceeded with fo much rage 
and trepi(!ation, tllat it ,vas a IlerfeE\: caricature, and his 
friends prevailed with him to fnpprefs it. 

Tl1c poor author, in the mean ~ime, was obliged to 
b.! confhntly upon his gnard, as ther!! was always a fet 
of ddi)er~ldoes lying in walt lor him, armed with clubs, 
;md fuBy determined to beat his brains \)ut, if they could 
catch him in a proper place. In the mean time" they all 
agree(l in telling lies upon him \vithout ceafing. They 
affirmed, that no bod} but d complete Taltal could be ca
pable of fuch a perfor:n~nc~ ~ that to betray fervants t" 
their mafiers w~s, at any rate, a nlalicious trick: but, 
that for a ferv~nt to laugQ at his fellow fervants, and fd 
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other people a ]augh~ng at them too, U'as the deareft de. 
moniiration of a depra\"ed hear!. It was ten }"ears after 
the fatt \\'3S conlmitted, that n1y informer Jef~ the COUR. 

try ; and he declared that their retentment had not abated 
in the lean degree: a circumfian("e which, I oble rv cd, 
had made a clc:ep imprdIion upon his mind; fo tblt he 
woultJ often fay, From the fury of an enraged ferY3n:, 

-good Lord deliver me. He allo told me, that he was coo. 
"ince(l by this example, tJlat "'it a1l,l humor was a talent 
unfl)(:a!,abJy prejudicial to the pon~iror: and therefo~~ if 
ever he ilau a cililJ, antl obft:r~ed in hinl tht: leall tum 
that way, he would apply himfdf with the utmoll afDduity 
t~ efa(licate it as a ~"icc" 

C II A P. IX. 

The cf.7rrl~~ss of &1Vt:nls in t,/Xir wtJr}. ..1 curia 
Jebau il,J ,; .:t:rlllin J .. ullily, u'bich i~'U£d ill ,J;lfhu:g. 

I T will be eafily perceive~l, from what has been laid 
above, that tIle: greate!! p,lrt of the fcr\~ants ,,'ere tl:. 

J,:effi\-ely n~glige!):. ~rhe}'" Jeemed to have t\\~O great ob. 
j~tl.s cOlliiatltly in view: arid to carry thenl on halld in 
hanu; the incre~\le !)f tlleir \"ages, and the dilllinution 

~. 

of their labor. rrht! truth is, hawever ftrange it may feem 
~l}efe al\\~ d}"S bore all t:xatt proportion to one another. 
'\-ilenever a fer\:"allt got nlore \\~,\ges lettletl Upol) hin), be 
looked upon it as a COHI~l}lIenCe, that he filOUJd be more 
Dothful thatl before. In tile Inean linle, it \vas renlarka
ble what ill~el1iol!S and pl;\ufible reaioniogs the}~ al\\"i}~s 
fell tlpOn to jllfijt~v th~ir conduCt. On thIS ftibjed parti
cllllr)J' the}' \\-·ould fa}', '\~ilat is \\rell {IOlle is fOOll (lone, 
A fmail piece of \,-ork, execut~d as it ought to be, is bet
ter tilan Inarring a great dec;!J, \vhich is \\'orfe tllan idle
nefs. 

l!lfic3cl of all}' other general renlar!~s, 1 iliall entertain 
the reader with a curbus example of their ingenuity, in 
dev!fing excufes for their own negletl:. This happened 
in the famil y of a great man, about three years after the 
publication of the renigmatical picture, and plainly ttowed 
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dut, thcu~h the reproof had enra~ them, it had contri
buted nothills to retorm them. ()Ile monling, almofi the 
,,·hoJe Jervants of this family ,,,"ere ~tllered t~ther in a 
luge h~lt to confider what work it would be proper for 
them to fall about !hat day. ..~ fer,?ant \~·ho, in,leetl~ "·dS 

not very well looked upon.. a~ indining a little t~, tbe fo
~r indutlriotlS kind, ~omplclined~ that tllere ilad ~en for .. 
alocg time an intoler~ble negHgence in keeping the fen. 
~ alld excJudjn~ nf3yin~ I)r Ilrange cattle c.·om their 
reaftc:rs grounds. He therefore propoled~ that they fhould 
immtJiately go in a bOOf, clrive out all tile 11range cattle • 
• ithout exception, that \,"ere in the inclofures, and mend 
lip thf: fences, which were now in fc forry a condition. 
He fold them that there were many nran~ csttle par
turin~ where they ought not to be; particularl~·, that he 
himfclf, not an hour before, il;ttlleetl a large bull, \\-ith a 
lhick neck, and dull heavy eyes1 but brMi.l sboliidcrs; 
firm joints .. tmd a ie!:k kil)o, 'which maue him fit fm' 
jumping. On this a rlifpute arofe, of which the reader 
may take the followirlg jllft aod laithful account. 

One obfer\?e.J, that he cotl1d not agree to the motion, 
which proceeded from a perl on fln \'lay remarkable for a 
~ tenlper. c If our !lrother WOllld look, a little nlore at 
• home., fays he, perhapshe woukl find Ids reafon for thefe 
, fouling com plaints of the negligence of others. Tne pro
, poiii is unkind and unbenevo!ent. There fhoald be great 
, fort>earance ufed in every famil}t to\vard their neighbors. 
, No doubt there have beell, aIld there \vill be trefp~{fcs 
, llpon both f;(l~s; and therefore, I am humbl)· of opinion 
, that no notic~ filOui(i be taken of it at all,' 

A fecond then riles up, and fpeaks to the following ef. 
rea. 'If I thought that any good \\,\,uld follow UpOfl 

, what is no w propofecl, I 1110tJld rt~adi:y 2.gree to it. I 
, am perllaps as Inuch attacllcd to my; nl;:lller·~ illterefi, as 
, the perfon who made this motion, not\vithfianding all his 
, fine profeffions; but I am perfuadetl it wouid be altoge
, ther in \~aill. rfhere is a flrange difl~o{itiO!l, ill beans of 
, all kintls, to break into thore places from u~hicll there is 
, any attel~pt to keep therrf out; it \\'ould therefore only 
, increafe the evil it pietends to romedy. Ali p«lc:cution 



• we know, helps the cante of the perfecuted; fo that, iup. 
• poling on~ h,lS m.de an encrvad:mtnt at :ilis t:me~ if 
• he \vere driven 0\;1, \\"c m::t)" (i~J'f'lld llpon it, he \,Iouid 
• ilnmediate!v returll \\' ~ti) {\\"t:llt"· ffi(\re at his hc:a1~' 

• • 
A thirll Ina(Je a ,-er)' f:lge al1J )eanl~d ohfer\!ation. 

• T.lke Ilotice .. f~~"s he, \\'"11at )-~Oll are ahout to do. rI~here 
• is more <iiffiLUtty ill it theall you ap!lrellelld. I s there 
• not a \"ery great tlmiJarity in colort 1hap::: and tize, be. 
• tween Ollr Inaller's cattle Cll1(1 his 11eigilt1or's? It \fould 
e tlblige us to a very flritI and particular examination, be. 
I fore \\-e cOl!ld deternline the point. 1'his \\ou)(l create 
• fuch dilfc:rence of Opi11ion, luch ~eal al1u keennefs in 
& everyone to fuppert his own fentiments, that we might 
~ fpend the whole time of our f~rvke before we could 
• come to an}!> ccnc]llficil. I ackno,,-ledge it is a fixed 
• principle. that every bean fhould be kept only on his 
I O\Vtl Illaller's grcllllds j put, 1 hope YOll will be fenfible, it 
• is only a fpeculative point l\l}lich beafi belongs to one 
• Dlafier, ancl \\-hich to anC'ther. On this fubjeCl, \vife and 
, good fervants have diffi:red in all ages, and will differ 
C to the end of the \\·oTk'l.' 

A fourth delivered the following opinion. 'I cannot 
( help being againfl the motion, for a reafon that nobody 
~ has yet taken notice ot: I can affure you from my 
'certain knowledge, it would give great pleafure to the 
• firange cattle themfelves, and, in particular to the bull, 
, \vho feems to have given occafioll to the prefent clebate. 
, He has a van fatisfatlion in being gazed upon and won~ 
, dered at, ,~hich would be the certain conftqllence of 
C this atteJlll)t. Befides, lle is infeCted witll an inveterate 

• 
& itch, which gives him an infinite pleafure in being dri· 
• ven through the gaps of hed~es, and being fcrubbed 
, at1(1 cla\\'ecl hy the thorns in ti.:e palfage.' 

1\ fiftl1 [aiel, , I ar:l furprifed to fee 10 much time fpent 
, upon this ridiculous propofal. rrhe author of it feerns 
, to have forgot a fundamental law of the corporation, that 
, no fervant fhould nleddlp, witl1 the affairs of allotller fa
, n1ily, or pretrnd to take the infpetlion or goverllillent 
~ of any beaflst IJut fuch as belong to his own maner. 
~ Now, tays he, this is manifetlly the cale in t.he prefcnt 
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C innanee; llay, it is even irrtpTied in the propofal itfclf, 
, which is, therefore, qnite irregular and incompetent. It 
, that bull does not belong to us, let Jlis own maRer fend 
'f~r him wh~n he pJeafes: we have nothing to do with 
I him. Let us mind our own affairs.' 

Then rofe a fervant of ancient Handing, feverat or his 
teeth bavinl bee~ ,loll by old age, who bore a particular 
mark of his maller's favor. He was remarkable for rna. 
king long fpeeches, of which it was di~cult to compre
hend tho meaning. After fpeaking about .half an hour, 
qoite unintelligibly, he concluded tbus. '. Bre~ren, I do 
'not deny that fueh ~ propofal as thi& might have done 
, ,cry. wen in former times, when the fences were aimoft 
, ~ntire, and the offending ftran~rs very fe~; but, at pre
, fent, it is quite r~inantic and impoflible. Will any maQ 
'{eriouny pretend, at this time of dayy when the hedges 
'are almon wholly broke do~n, and to many encroach
, ments on every hand, to affirm;. that none. ought to con
, tinue in the incl~ures but f~ch -as tr.uly belong to our 
C maller. I aQl afraid his fields ':V0u1d make a very ~cf~ 
, late appearanee, for there would be few left behind.' 

Laft of all,. one tells them in a few words-, that the dc." 
bate ,.as altogether idle; that there was a miflake at th$' 
very bottom of the .affair: for, .by the beft info~mation he 
oould.procure1 the beaft in queftion was not a bull but aD 
ox. 

To fum up the matter, one oi' other of there \'anons and 
contradiClory reafons prevailed upon a grea~ majority, to 
come to this refolution,. That it was not p'rude~t or expe--. 
~ient, at this time, to agree to the propnfal ~ and, therefore, 
the intruders . in general fhould be w"inked .at, and that 
bean in particular, wla~i'.:r he were bull or ox, . wouW 
('~ntinuc where he was. 

Yy. 



354 

C HAP. X. 

Of tht amlliti", and cotJntlUltleSS of tbt SmJllnts, mul,. 
ffJoricus methotk they foil upon t. gratifj tbeir tlesirt$~ 

I HAVE obferved before, that the conftitution in this 
province was framed with great care, and feemed par

ticularly calculated to prevent ambition and love of pre
-eminence. For this reafon, they eflahli1hcd a parity among 
the fervants, and took every meafure they could think ~ 
to prevent the introdutlion of overfeers and arch.overfeers. 
By this time, however, the fervants had not only degene
rated in point ~f fidelity and diligence, but had made gi eat 
encroachments upon the 'conftitution itielf. They had 
a prodigious hankering after the high~founding titles, and 
imrnenfe revenues, which were given to fervants in the 
neighboring province. It grieved them to hear, and 
fometimes; when fent upon bufiners to that country, to fee, 
mat .fome of the overleers lived in fr1endid palaces, and 
were carried about in chariots, while they themfelves were 
Rill obliged to wear the drefs of fervants, and generally 
to walk a-foot • 
. Gladly would they have introduced thde offices in 

their own province; but the grea~ Olen, who had hitherto 
afIified th~m, dre~ed th~ expence, and would not agree 
to it. They were, therefore, obliged to proceed cautioully 
and gradually. In fome few inflances, they made it ap
pear, that one fervant might be introduced to two differ. 
ent families, and enjoy both the falaries. As to. the wark, 
they' might be fometimes in the one, and fometimes in 
the other; Of; if one of them was a family of fmall conre-

, quence, they might do well enough without any fervant 
at all. They begged, in the moll: abject manner, of the 
governor of the province, that a fmall number of falaries 
might be appointed, without any office annexed to them, 
by way of gratuities, for the encouragement of good fer
vants" 1"his \vas done; and there follo\ved a terrible 
tom petition for obtainin& them, which produced a molt 
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aWignaDt hatr«l between thofe who were r&K:ccrsful and 
more who were DOt. 

The reader rna)" perhaps imagine, that the hope of 
meriting there f.laries would excite them to vie with one 
another, in doing the bulinefs of the amilies "'here tMy 
irved. It was quite the cootrary. They tried eve? 
method of advancement but that only; or, if auy did try 
it in ~t way, they were Cure to be difappointed. Some 
of them ufed the old way of flattery, which had alwaY$ a 
very great efl"eB:. Some became political t(JOls, fpies. 
and informers to the prevailing party at court. Some 
were not afhamed to become pimps and panders to great 
men, and even fometimes to attend them itl their ncX~ur. 
naI expeditions. Some endeavored to w,ake themfelvea 
remarkable for feats and achievements quite out of the 
way of their own bOOnefs. One of them, for example, 
"ould make a winO-mill, of curious Rruaure, and put it 
upon the top of the houfe where he lived. The conre
quence of this was, . that pafTeQgcl'B going that way , after. 
flanding flill and admiring it a little, would afk any_per
fon they raw near, who had done it. The anfwer im
mediately followed, The seroont 'fVbo Iiws bere, be is tJ 

tno~t ;Ilgenious jel/mv, os nJn" !Was &em. Tbus was hi. 
fame fpread abroad, and fometimes caDle to the ears of the 
people above. 

I cannot help particularly mentioning o~ who was 
the moll fuccefsful of aU that had gone before him, who 
was ~live when my informer left the country, and pro
bably may be alive at this very time. l"he method be 
tell upon, was telling wonderful nories of the heroic ac· 
tions of tbat people's predece[ors, a fubjetl of which they 
were enthufiaftically fond. He had acquired a very great 
knack of fiory -telling, and could defcribe things fo to tb~ 
life, both by word and genure, that every body was de
lighted to hear him. He immediately gave over all wot\ 
in the family to which he belonged; and wIlen they civil. 
ly put hinl in mind of his neglect, he told them they 
might go about their bufinefs, f<Jr they were ,\ pack of 
fe~itious fcoundrels, altogether below his notice. He was 
I tcUO\V of uncommon ability; and no lefs l~mlr!~lb;~: 



~ HlSttJry oJ tI 

.. 

for enterprife and ~ro1ution. He camed on his f'cbemea • 
p~cur~d fQr ~im.relf one fillary after another ; and did 
!l~t fa~l to laugh a~ the fimpJicity of thote who beftow~ 
~he1!l, faying among his intimate cqmpanions, H~ bkss~d 
(;oJ that ,,!onltind "lV~re so ~asily dec~iwd, by t~ fcrmal 
countoulnce tif d s~r"4nt. . . 
'- 'The fupemumerary falaries, however, were fo few. 
that they were foon e~ha~fled, and did little eIre, indeed, 
iban exc:te ~ hungering anel thirsting aft~r more. To 
remedy this, tbey fen upon a method of gntifying the '-a. 
pity of thoff! whofe' pockets they could not fill. A title 
was invented, which, (like the honorary r~wards ~fthe an~ 
~ients' in this part of the world) they' raid, would ferve to 
~iftinguifh iUuflrious Inerit, and raire a hap,y emulation: 
The title wa~ Mafter of S~rvice j and'the direaors of the 
fch~)s ~r 'pla~s of .exer~ife were appoi!1ted to" beftow it~ 
according to ~e !kill · and "pro~ciency of the can~idates: 
immediately ~pp1ications came in from all qu~rters, and 
It was dea~t ~~ut very )i~rally,and, if poflible, even" D'ote 
abfurdly than the falant& h~a be~n before. . There "as 
hardly an inna~ce of its being ~fiowea for real ~ knO\1-
ledge or ufeful indufiry;' but fOr fome whimficul q\1alifica~ 
lion of· a difFerent~ kind. If a nlan bad illvented a new 
dance or fang, or colleBed a wnole barrel of falted butter~ 
fiies i~ one f~mmer, or made a goid chain for binding a 
~e~ to a poR, h~ ~~ in~~n~lr creat~ a ~I~ft~r ~f ~~i~~~ . ' . 

~ ~ A P. XI. 

fJf ~he st:.Jtinu1JIs tf th~ Ptople ~onc~rning the Ser:Jants, 
. and Jhelr manner of trCt1t1ng them. 

, III.. .... '" .. 

T· HE read~r ~ay probably be wondering. in himfelf, 
'how the people behaved in thefe circillilfh\nces~ an4 

~hat became' of their affairs.' He may be ready to think 
that their patience muflbe by this tiole nearly exhaufiedJ 
atld fonle terribie revolution at hand. . rrhe truth is, tIle 
patience ?f many of th~m ha~ been . at an end for ~an~ 
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yean; but, being divided among themfelves, their inftu
ence WAS not fufficient to produ<:e a general change. It 
is impoflihle to mention ~n the c:ffet\s which t.~ conduS: 
uf!he fervants bad upon the people; but it will be werth 
.hile to take particular notice of two daffes of men, and 
their behaviour upon tile fubjetl, 

One tet of peOple rof~ among them, whore fc:ntiments 
and condua were IS fingular and extraordinu:v, as any 

. thing recorded in this book. They were men who made 
high pretenfions to reafon and penetration, and gave them. 
felves much to abflraCl reflefiions upon the nature of 
things. They were of opinion. that all the wifdom of 
lite natiDn centred in themfelves; and that all the reft 
were downright fools or m:dmen. However, entering 
Ilpon their fpeculations with ruch an o\'erweening conceit 
of themrelves, their boafied reatolls firfi led them into ma
ny millakes, and at lafl fairly- turned their heads.. 
- It was their cufiom to fearch into hiflory, and.partieu-. 
larly into the biliory of the fervants. There they found, 
that in every age, there had been a great deal of knavery 
among the fc:rvants. All the infiances of this .fort they 
lifed to colleCl, publifb, and compare witl. the coridu8 of · 
the fervants in their own times; which they eXpdfed 
with tbe greatefi ieverity. At laft, by long dwelling upon 
this fubjefi, they ~ail1C to be of opinion, that there ought. 
to be no fuell thing iQ n~ture as a fervant; that they 
never llad done any thing but llarm; ~nd tllat the \\90rld 
would be much better with9Ut them. Sometimes fober .. 
millded peoI»)e attempted to fet ~hem to rigllts, and al. 
ledged, that ~hocgh the difhonefi had always been too 
numerOll~ as well as noify, yet ilill there were fome of 
great WQrth and ufefulnefs; nay, that fociety, in the nature 

· of thi~gs could not fubfift withQut perfons in lower {la
tions, to fervc and accommoda~e thofe in higher. This 
was fo far from having an eift!Cl: upon them, that they 
ltecame always Inore pofitive upon contradiaion t and 
featce ever failed to advance opinions fiill more wild and 
r.omantic than before. Infiead of yielding that fervants 
were neceffary in fociety, they affirmed, that it was not 
~nly ~efirable, but extremely IJo~ble, to ha\?c a whole 
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Dation of lords, witlM>ut one perfon amODg them or 'me. 
rior degree. 

TheY af6rmOO. tb,t excepting fervantl, all cther mea 
were by nature wife,. hondi, and aai ve; fully fufticient 
tor their own bappinefs i and tha.t they would have beaa 
.quite virtltOUS and happy,. without any excepti~ if theJ 
J.I not been blind.folded and deceiv~ b}- the fervantJ. 
To this race, whom they ured often in a fit ofravi~, te 
£urfe in a moll dreadful maDner~ they imputed all the 
envy t mal~e. oppreftion, covetoufner~ fraud. rapine, and 
bl00dfhed that ever had happened Ince the ·beginning of 
the world. In fapport of their fcherne, they made learn. 
ed difqui6tions on natu1'e,· and the firfl caure of all thin~ 
They Ihcwed that nature was, and mufl be wife and good 
i.., all her produaions; and, therefore, that man muft 
peeds be free &om every thing that is evil" and his on. 
ginal conftitution perfetlly jail and found. All the difor. 

. ders that were to be feen in fociety were eaily accounted 
for, from .the he11ifh machinations of the {ervant$-..
In the mean time, it was obvious, that the (ervants were 
iIle prOdufl of nature too; and according to the rame 
reafoning, mull have been of as gentle and traClable dif. 
pofition~,· and in all refpeCts as faultlers as their mafien. . 
This manifefl difficulty in their own fcheme, however 
nnacc:ountable it may appear, they never once refleacd 
llpon, !lor by confeqoence attempted to ·refolve .. 

Sometimes they were prelfed with the neceflity of fer. 
wants to cultivate the ground, which, if negleaed, it wal 
plain! would grow over with briers and thoms, and every 
Jloxious . weed.. Here they immediately recurred to their 
old argument, the excellency of nature's produtiions; 
and upon the ftrength of it, prefumed ablOlutely to deny 
,the faa. They raid, were the earth only left to it. · 
fe1f~ it would produce nothing but what was ufeful and 
Calutary, and that in great abundance, for the fupport of 
its inhabitants; that all the pretended cultivation of it by 
the fervants was but fpoiling it; ancl that they themfelves 
bad fowed the feeds of every hurtful or unneceirary plant. 
Jt was to no purpofe to mention to them, either the vaft 
tr.t\& of uncultiv ... t~d groand, or the defolate condition or 
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a negle8ed 6cld; aU this, they Ftended, aroCe from • 
certain fympatby in the feven! parts of the eanh one with 
~~her, and from poitonous vapoon ea6ly carried by tbI 
wind. Croal the places where fervants had belen at work. 
In fhort, they fometimea projeaed a fcheme for a new 
fcttlement where Dtl remota fhould be admitted; ancl 
where they hoped, in a little- time, every man would be 
u wife as a philofopher, IS rich II a merdlUlt, and u 
magnificent as a king. 

After all, the perfeaion of their abfurdity appeared in 
the following eircumfbnce. Though it was plain, te any 
penon of refleCtion, that their delirium took its rife from 
the tricks and mifbehavior of bad fervants, yet they had 
the moll rooted and inveterate antillathy at thofe that were 
good. The reafon, probably was, th at the diligence and 
ufefulnefs of this tan fort fiood diretlly in the way ofthcit 
{cherne, and prevented the rell of the nation from being 
of their opinion.. All feemingly good fervants they af. 
firmed to be at bottom arrant knaves; arid in one refpef}, 
unfpeakably wone than any of the reft, beeanfe theyap
peared to be better. The idle, llothful, worthlefs fer .. 
"ants, were frequently their companions; and it was one 
of their highefi entertainments to lead fueh fellows into 
frolicks, mifchief, or debauchery, and then point them 
out to their fellow citizens, and ofe words to this purpofe, 
, You poor hood-winked fools, do you fee theie rafcals l 
,. why will you any longer harbor them in your houfes ? 
• tIley are all of one ccmplexion, and will infallibly briog 
'you to mifery and fpeedy. defirudioa.' . 

C HAP. XII. 

Omtinuation of the fame subject. The sentimtllts mul 
((Jnduct of olhers, in conscfum&c of the IJ4bll'fJ'''' tJj • 
Seroants. 

WE are not to fuppofe that the whole nation loft 
their fenfes. No; by far the greater number 

afled as prudently and rationally as men could do in their 
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circumfiances. According to plain common fe-ore, in 
proportion as corruption and degeneracy increafctl among 
the fervant&. 'hey fet the higher yaJue on fuch as were 
lumeft and faithful. They ufm every mcan in their pow
er to procure ruch fo.. their own families, agreeably t-o the 
Jaws of the corporation. \Vhen this could not be brought 
about, or when a good-for nothing-fellow was buckled to 
the' falary; they put themfelvea to the additional cxpenco 
of hiring one according to their own mind; paid the for .. 
mer hi:; wages duly, and onlydefired thc favor of him to 
give thcm no trouble, but fpend his time according to hit 
O\vn fancy. 

It was ·pleaic;.nt enough t(\ obfcrVe the' diffcrent coridu& 
of the tftablifhed fervants, according to their different 
tempers, when they fell under this predicament. Some 
of them were greatly enraged to fee the fervice of another
preferred to theirs, ukd many artfol methods to prevent 
it where they could, and took every opportunity of vcnt
ing their malice, or gtlltting their revenge when tllor eeuld 
not. '"There they could get any llOdy to believe them, 
they afferted that all Jkill and power of doing good was 
confined to the corporation; that it was inhe~nt in them, 
and defcended in tlleir blood from one ~neration to ano· 
tiler, like courage in the race of game cocki. The othel'$, 
they pretended, were a f purious brood, and that it was 
impoffible to train them fo as to make them fit for fer. 
vice. 

If this did not gain credtt, all pCJffible pains were ta1ren 
to difparage tIle condua of tho -additional fervant&. Their 
work was examined with the greateft flri8:nefs, every 
flaw in it pointed out, and many faults imputed to it 
merely through envy. .If any piece of work appeared to 
be fubflantial, they pretended it wanted neatnefs, and 
was altogether inelegat.t. Tllis chargs. however, made 
little impreffion upon the people. They had been fo long 
plagued with fervants who mi oded nothing but ,omament, 
both in their perrons and their work, that they were ra.· 
ther pleafed than difgtifted \yith one Qf a more homely tar- . 

• nage. 
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"Then notl1ing elfe \·f)ult.1 do, the gro(ft:fi lies an(l ca
tumnies \vere fpread, botl~ of the new fervants and thare 
\VllO enlplo}'ed thenl. It was pretended. that they fo\\'ed 
the fee(ls of [edition and (~!firlt:aion, in the families where 
they got admittance. Some::imes this accufation, thon~h 
utterly groundlefs, obtained JjJch cred~t with the governors, 
thlt, if they had a complaint to make, or a callfe to try, 
they could fcarcely expett juijire. It was allo alledged, 
that they terrified the children out of their \\'its, by telling 
frightful fiories in the winter evenings. You might meet 
Yt'ith many of the efladifhed fei'vants who afferted, and 
evell feenlecl to believe, th~t all lvho employed any other 
than tllenlfel 1les, \\"ere idiots or crack-brained, and ·:lelli. 
tute of COmmOI} fenfe. 

Oil the other hanel, not a fe\v of the efiablifllecl fervants 
were altogetller indifferent ho\v man}' others \vere llired, 
and how little work was left to themfelves. They kn~w 
that tlleir wages \vere \vell fecured to them, \yhiell was the 
llllin chance; al1d tilev found rather more tilne and liber
ty to follow the bent ~(their inclinations. Perhaps they 
\\-ould have been better fatisfied if the people had been 
content '.ritll ;\~hat kind an~ quality of \\'ork they thought 
proper to do. But, as tilis was not to be expeCted, the 
hi;-ing of others rendered all nlatters perfeCtly eafy, and 
their lives were one contimred {cene of indolence or plea
fure. 

In the mean time, it was highly diverting to hear how 
they expreffed themfdves upon this fubjeet i and with 
how much art and cunning they made a virtue of neceffity. 
They ufed to extol their own candor and benevolence. 
i Gentlemen,'one of them would fay, , you fee with what 
, difcretiCln I ufe you. I am always glad to fee liberty 
, prevJ.il, and every man fufTered to do .what feems pro
, per to himlelf. I am well p1eaftd, that you fhou!d hire 
, as n1allY fervants as }!OU incline. I alk no more, than 
, that I Illay Ilave a cleall neat becI-cllamber, in a conve
r nicnt part of the houle, my wages well and regularly 
, paid, and a fmall bit of ground in the garden, to bring 
, UI) a fe\v' !lelicious Ilerbs al1d frllits for Iny o\vn ufe. If 
, there thi~gs are properly attended to, you 1hall find me 
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· 3 good :nan to live with; I 1hall never interfere with 
, YO!lr work in the lean, or give you any manner of ttou~ 
C ble, even by making remarks upon it! In fuch a cafe, 
it won1il happt!n now and then, that one of the family, 
touched a little with the abfurdity of this phlegmatick 
fpeech, would anfwc:r, ' That very well he might make 
, hilllft:lf eafy, fince, all tile while, he was well fed and 
, cloti'led at their expence.' This lle \vould reCei\le \vith 
filent contempt, and difplay the greateft fatisfaClion in his 
own compofure of fpirit, and meeknefs of temper. 

As for tIle rellJaining part of the nation, tllev refleCled 
very little upon their condition, but took ruch ielvants as 
were fent to thein, and' rubbed 011 as well as they could. 
Such qtliet and paffive people were highly extolled by 
the fervants, who took all opportunities. of declaring, that 
they were the only folid and rational perfons in the whole .. 
kingdom. There praifes delighted. them greatly; fo that 
they lived as poor and as merry as beggars,.who have no
Mling to hope, and nothing to fear.· 

CON C L U S ION. 

T HUS I have given the reader an account of this ex· 
traordinary clafs of men; and, I alll certain, he 

D1Ufi CrJnfefs, tllere is fOlnetllitlg .in their charaCl:ers and 
condutt, proper to excite a mixture of laughter and in
dignation. It is alfo probable, that he feels a confidera
ble degree of (ympatby with the deluded and oppreffecl 
people, and is anxious to know whether there appeared 
any profpeCl of deliverance. This was a quefiion 1 otten 
afked at my informer, who affured me that, from what he 
had l1earcl and [cen, tllcre 1'/as not the moll dill ant prof
pea of reformltion by the fervants themfelves. The 
11011cfier fort \vere al\\~a}'s l10rlle dO\\~11, traduced and {lan
ci'er.ed; and thor~ of an oppofite character, had fo long 
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kept the managc:nent of the corporation in their h.lntls, 
tt,~ _ ~hey reckolle~d thenlftlves fe~ure in tlleir authority, 
and openly fet at defiance both the people in gc:ntral, 
and th,~ir lellow fervaTlts. 

Ther\? remained ju{l a gli.mpfe ofhofe from on"':' quar. 
ter, viz. the gentlellleR who ha(l beell choft:n to the 
office of helpers. rrhey 11ad at firfl contrilluted as mucll 
as any to the introduction of wrong ,tneai"ures; but, not 
'being ullder the tenlptatioll of intt!rell, t:.t:y l)ega~l ,to opel) 
their e)Tes at IJJl:. Fe',- {orne years they had been aeon .. 
:fiderable refirairtt upon tile violence -of .tl1e fcrv.an~s, a11c.l 
had prevented them in feveral infiances from degrading, 
ftripping, and branding thofe who had incurred their dif. 
plealure! by-doing bufinef..<; at unfeafonable hours. They 
11ac! alfo contributed to the difgrate and difnliffion of {orne 
(lrunl{en fots, alld lafcivious \vretches, whom feveral of 
tIre leacling fervants had a firong inclination to fpar;-. 
]~ronl the!e -circulnilances, fome flattered t11emfelves that 
,L Chatlge migllt be brought about.; and that, though the 
{ervants \voulel never think of any refornlation themfelves, 
it would foon be forced up(Jn them by a foreign band. 

After all, it was llUt very uncertain whether any mate
-rial change \vould fOOIl take .place; and tllerefore, while 
\ve can only fend tllat u11happy people our good withes;, 
vie 11lve reaf,)11 to rejoice in our OWIl good fortune, tllat 
we are perfettly tree from impofitions of the fanlc or al)1 
fllnilar kind. 
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I}{ JlTSrICE to tb~ m~mor",v oj Dr. TYi,htT. 
tl/JDon, il ollght 10 b~ st(ll~d that l..t: did net inttnd 
lh~s~ I~ctllr~sf()r the pr~s~ .. tl~d Ibol he onc~ comptl. 
J~d a prinur 'U.,ho, tvitho:H L,is k.~(1'a:I::dgt'" had un. 
Jt:,-tallt:n 10 plIbfish tb: 111, fo dt*sist jF-em Ib~ dtsigu, 
by th;~Olnillg (1 pros~crltion as thc CiJJ!scfjurncc ojprr. 
usting in it. rh~ DOflar's l~c::Jrt:s 0:: mortlls, "(;1-

'fV;th~/allJing tht:y dSS!lm~ the form of n:,-~:l1i.1T dis. 
~OllrS':$, 'Wt'r~ ill "U/, 'r'iCU'Cd by J'im:cl.l flS little 
7iwrt rbtu, a syll,.,""u.s or compnld, 0." "G,'bich ht.migbt 
~niclrgt bc:/ort- a c/{.ss df tbe- timc-s iJ)" .-ti!atitm; tina 
1/01 illttlu/ing tb,u tb:'J s!;(Jl:!d c.:;oJ j;lrtbt:r? .or b: 
DthtT,,:;:st consiJ~r~tI, h~ IOOR j;'f'('(v allu' 'It'ilbollt (u. 
Ilno-..-:;ltii'6nunt from wr;ltTS (!icb~lr(lCtcr Sllcb id ... t?s, 
Dnd pt'rhaps t""prcssit'us, tiS h~ jOlllld slli:~t.IIO hi; 
purpose. Bill thougb i [.,·s(' (dUSt'S iJ.:ould 110t permit 
the Dr. bimselj' to gi::.!i' 10 Ib,: }"blic th~s~ sk~ubts 
tJ...f mOTal l~hilcs:Jpl:.,!., i! is o(:li~'iJctl Iha! th('] ought 
TiO; 10 ope;,;t, .. ~c.! ::l.~~ erl'r .. !/\r Ollll!!)sc i'lt:.) ~l)Qs~ hands 

- 1...",.' 

his pOlcrs h,,~(' j~.iiCll silln: b;s d('(ub. ..~ia/~r oj bis 
pupils -.:.:hose c-.. uinnife in Jiltratllr~ Q)'it-! distinr!ion 
in s(}ciety gi'Ce 'ii.'C'igbl to their opi:z;ons, hat:~ Iho::gbt 
that these IcctllTes, "{{,ilb tIl! tbc:ir impcrJt:cti01zs., con
tain one of the best L!llti most persficuollS exbihitions 
oj- the r.1(4'ic .. :/ prindJ:/c.·. :if fbc: sd,,'lut: on ~~bicb thtJ 
tri':(1t th,u has ~i:r pa'll m,"!de, and tbt"y hcl'f:c 'ttT"y 

i til bDrtlltJ;.l / t.I'v (/~ lilt. nl!c'fl the;,· Pli:.:·/i f11.~ iOil in this ... '., 
.cdi!iolJ '!f l,;,,: ~t'o,.·ks fI- .i'~{)!. is it c(}n,','"i~:.'(! fi)(I! t: com· 

,. .. 1 l·' J ,.... , · .. 1 
li'lan(~ '..;"'ito t )1$ ll,-11.';,:llt., l!J~:t"r :!..>e e"\'-JIJ.'(,II:II/Oil tire 
gii:cn C,1I1 do lll~Y illjUIJ' til tbe Dr"~. rt1:ilLiiitm . 
.And to the l::ri Ur ilJ (Lis ::::It.. ,=: dO:3 :lOt st:em (/ siif
fi(itllt rc"llSlJl1 tlll!: (I ;::..~r·v ~i;:';:'(;,~!e ~rnl"k sl~()flli~' i\t 

. I :-.. ,'" .... ... 
r 6.,ns'rt-· .. .Io·f to ","'.~'-',' "'.'" ~.,~~ • .a I'"' ..... "~}1?·~ 1~" 1 ... ·-9 .. ~ 
,"V '"6.''-... (I., ... "-" •• " ....... t.,.: .... L.. ..) 411 ~t} •• c.. "tt ~1I1 &; 
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ON 

~I 0 R ~\ L PHI LOS 0 P H Y.· 

lVrfORAL Philofophy is tllat branch of Science which
.£ 1. treats of the Frinciples and laws of Duty or Mo
raJs. It is called Philosophy, becaufe it is an inquiry into 
the nature and grounds of Dloral obligation by reafon, as 
diftinCt from revelation. 

Hence arifes a quefticn, is it lawful, and is it fare "r 
llfC!ful to feI)arate moral philofopJlY from religion? It 
will be raid, it is either the fame or different from reveal
ed trlJth; if the fame, unneceffary-if different, falre 
1.'1(1 dangerous. 

An author of New-England, fays, moral philofophy i!: 
juft reducing infidelity to a fyflem. But however fpecious 
the objeCli0l1s, tlley \'"-,ill be found at bottom not folid.
If the Scripture is true, the dilcoveries of reafon cannot 
be contrary to it; and therefore, it has nothing to fear 
fron} tJlclt quarter. Arid as \ve are certain it can do flO evil. 
fo there is a probability that it may do much good. There 
may be an illullration 3nd confirmation of the infpired 
writings, from reafon and obfervation, which will greatly 
add to their beauty and force. 

The noble and eminent improvements in natural phi
lcfcphy, wh~r!l ha\'e heen made finee the end of the laft 
centllry, h~~\~c ~een far frOln llurtillg tIle interefl of reli. 
f!it:n; en t he contrary, thty ha\'~ greatlv promoted it. 
\Vhy fholJld it not be the hme with nlOral philofophy~ 
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which is indeed nothing eIre but the knowledge of hum'n 
nature? It is true, that infidds do commonly proc~ 
llpon pretended principles of rearon. But as it is impoJJi .. 
ble to hinder them from reafoning on this fubje8', the 
beft way is to meet them upon their own ground, and to 
fhow from teafon itfelf, the fallacy of their princi pIes. I 
do not know any thing that ferves more (or the fupport of 
religion thln to fee from the different and oppofite f)-f
terns of philofophers, that there is nOlhing certa,n in 
their fchemes, but wtJat is COillcident ,,-jih the ,,~ord of 
Goo. . 

Some there are, and perhaps more in the prefent than 
any former age, who deny the law of nature, and fay,. tblt 
all ruch fentinlents as ha1le been ufually afcribed to the 
)a\\' of natllre, are from revelation antI tradition. 

\V e muft diftinguith here between the light cf nature 
and the la\v of nature: by tile firft is to be underflood 
what \\7e can or (10 llifco\ler by our O\\-li po\\'"ers, \\'"ithout 
revelation or tra(lition: by tIle fecon~l, t)lat \\-hich, \\"hen 
difcovered, can be Illade appear to be agreeable to reafol~ 
and nature. 

There ha"e lleen fome ,·erv fhre\v(l and able \\·riters -of late, viz. Dr. "iillion, of New Cafile, all(l ~·Ir. Ric. 
ealton of Scotland, who have written againfi the light of 
nature, fhewing that the firfi prinrip1es of knowiedge 
are taken fronl information. 1'11at nothing C;in be fuppo .. 
fed more rude and ignorant, than man without inUrue
tion. 'That when men h~i\'e been brought u.p fo .. they 
have fcarcely been fupericr to brutes. It is very difficult 
to be precHe upon this fubjeCl, and to dillin~l\ifh the <lit 
coveries of reafo:l fronl the exercife of it. l"'et I think, 
~dmitting all, or the greatefi part .. of \\'hat fuch contend for, 
we may, notwithfranding, confider how [u any thing j, 

confonant to rearon, or mar be proven by reaion; though 
p~rllaps realo11, if left to itf~lf, ,,~oul(l l1e\?er have ditto
vered it. 

Dr. Clark was one uf the greaten champions fur the 
. la \V of t1atllre; but it is 0111 \~ fillce i1 is ti nle t~lat the 111re\rd 

J 

oppolers of it have appeared. The Hutchinfonians (fo 
~allt:d trom Hutchinfon of England) infiil that not oul1 
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all moral, but a1fo all natural kno\vle(lge cOln~s rro~n re
velation, the true fylletll of tIle \~-erj(l, true CJlfO.iui._\.!)" a:1 
hUl11an arts, &c. III tJ1is, as is ufual \,-itll IllO!i nth ,
c!~\[es of mel~1 tile}.· carr}' their 110firll!n to c \ ir;! \- ! ~~\11C::. 
I am of opinion, that the whole Scripture: is p::rft:fi:\, 
agn:eable to found philo!ophy ; yet certainly it W.!s Ile,'er 
inttnded to teach us every thing~ The politic:!1 Jaw of th~ 
J:ws contains many noble principles of equity, and ex
cellellt examples to future la\vgi\·ers; )'et it \\tas io local 
and peculiar, that certlinly it \\~as llever inte!1~!~ll to t1e 
imlnutable a11tlllniverf~l. 

It would be moore jull and ufeful to fay that all limple 
and original (lifcoveries lla\~e been the pro<Jl)ct~otl of Pro
vidence~ anq not the in\'ention of nlan. On the whole, 
it feems reafonable to make nloral philoiollll}7, ill the fenfe 
ahove explained, a fubjetl of fludy. Anti in(ieed let nletl 

~hink \\"hat they wi!l of it, they ought to acquaint tllenl
felves with it. Tiley nltlfi know wllat it is, if they meal! 
even to fhow that it is fclJfe. 

Tbe Di~isioll !~f tbe Subject. 

l\foral 'philofopllY is (li\ritletl into t\VO great brancl1es, 
Ethics anti Politics, to this f{'me ad..l }lrifprudcnce, 
tilotigil this may l~ confi:l::retl as a plrt of' ))o!itics. 

Ethic~ r~hte to r-erfonal d~lties. Politics to the conni
t,on~ ~ovC!rnment, and rights of focieties, and jurifpru
dence, to the adminiftration of juflice. in conHituku nates. 

It feenls a POillt agree(l updn, that the principles of 
,d!lty and obligation muil be drawn from the n:lture cf 
Illln. Tilat is' to fay, if \ve can (lifcover ho\v Ilis 1\Iaker 
formed him, or for w;lat he intended him', that certainly 
is \vhat he Oll~Jlt to be. 

'fJ.e kllO\vle(l~c of llllman nattlre, J10\,"e'v'er, is eit!1e!4 
perplt:xed ancl (lifficllJt of itjell~ or llath l)eetl n1alle fo, l~~t 
the manner in which writers in all ages have treated i~. 
Perhaps this circUillllance itfdf, is =t {hong prefumF
tion of the truth of the ~cripture dotlri:le of the depr~\,:·~.r 
;md corrllpti<'n of our nltilre. Sl.!pl>ofing th~s depr~"i~y. 
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it muf!: be one great caufe of difficulty and confunon in 
giving an account of human nature as the work of God. 

This I take to be indc::~d the cafe with the greaten part 
of our moral alld theological knowledge. ' 

Tllofe who deny this depravity, will be apt to plead for 
every thing, or for many things as diaates of nature, 
which are in reality propenfities or nature in its prefent 
flate, but at tIle f~llle ti ITIe tIle frtlit and evidence of its 
departure from its original purity. It is hy the remaining 
power of naturai confcience that we Inuil endeavor to de. 
teCt and oppofe there errors. 

( I ) We may confider man very generally in his fpedes as 
diflinCl: frODl and fuperior to the other creatures, and what 
it is, in which the difference truly confifis. (2:) As an 
individual, wllat are the parts whicll conflitute his nature. 

:I. Philofophers have generally attempted to affign the 
precife difiinClion between men and the other animals ; 
but wIlen enlleavoring to bring it to one peculiar incom. 
municable cllaraB:erifiic, tIley have generally contradicted 
one another and 10nletimes difputed with violence, and 
rendered tIle thing more llTlcertain. 

The difficulty of fixing upon a precife criterion, only 
ferves to ihow that in man we have an example of what 
we fee alfo every \vhere eIre, viz. a beautiful and infen • ., 

fible gradation from one thing to another, fa that the high-
eft of the illferior is, as it were, conneCted and blended 
\vith tIle lo\vell of,the fuperior clafs. Bircls and beaUs are 
conneCte(! by fon1e fpecies, fo that you will filld it hard to 
fay whether they belong- to the one or the other-So in ... 
deed it is in tIle \v1101e vegetable as \vell as animal kingdom. 
(I) Some fay men are difiinguifhed from brutes by reafon,· 
and certainly this, either in kind or degree, is the molt 
honorable of ollr clifiinctions. (2) Ochers fay that many 
brutes give flrong figtlS of reafoll, as dogs, hor[es and ele
phants. But that man is difiinguifhed by memory and 
forefight: but I apprehend that there are upon the fame 
footing with reafon, if there are fame glimmerings of rea-. 
t111 in the brute creation, there are alfo manifefi proofs of 
ll1C11101-Y ancl fo~ne of forefigl1t. (3) Some 11ave thOUg}ll it 
propel'to diHinguifh man from the inferior creatures by 
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the ufe of fpeech, no other creatures having an articulate 
'language. Hc:re again we ~re obliged to .tcknowledge that 
our dillinaion is chiefly the excelleoct: ;In<1 ftllnet'S of ar
ticulate difcourfe; for brutes have certainly tilt: art of ma
king one another underlland many things by found.
(4) Some have faid that man ~ not completely difiin .. 
guifheu by any of there, but by a renfe of religion. And 
I think it mull be admitted that of piet}· or a fenfe of a Su
preme Being, there is not any trace to be feen in the in
terior creatures. The florie~ handed about by \Veak .. Olind
ed pcrfons, or retailed b}' credulous authors, of refpeCt in 
them to churches, or facred perfons, are to be tJifdained 
1S wholly fabulous and vifiontuy. (S) There have llc;en 

fome WllO have raid tliat nlan is difiinguilhed from the 
brutes by a fenCe of ridiCllle. 

rrlle \\1}lole creation (fa}~s :l certain author) is grave ex
cept man, no one laughs but himfelf. 1'here is fomething 
whimfical ill fixing upon this as the crit~rion, and it does 
not feem to fet us in a very refpeftable light. Perhaps' it 
is not improper to fmile upon the occafion, ,!nd to fay. 
that if this fentiment is embraced, we fh~n be obliged to 
confers kindred with the apes, who are certainly thetn .. 
felves po{fe{fed of a. rifibte faculty, ~ wen as qualified to 
excite lallgl1ter in us. 011 the whole there feenls no ne
ceffity of fixing UpOll fome one criterion to the exclufion 
of others. 

There is a great and apparent: diftinClion hetween man 
and the inferior animals, not only in the beauty of his 
form, wl1ich tIle poet takes Ilotice of, Os honlini fublime 
<ledit~ &:c. but ailo in reafoll, memory1 refleCtion, and tIle 
knowledge of God and a future nate. · 

A g~neral diflintlion, which deferves particularly.to be 
taken notice of in nloral (lifqllifiti()llS" is, t~~ .. lt 1,1an is evi .. 
clently ma(le to be guided, and I):-crec.led ~'rOI11 d,\ngers, 
and fupplied with what is ufefui more by reafon, and 
brutes more by inflinCl:. 

It is not \'ery eafy and perhaps not necdfary to explain 
inflinCt. It is fOIllething previolls to reafvl1 all(1 choice. 
When we filY the birds build their nefls by inflintt, and 
Ulan b\lilds his habitat~on by refleCtion, experience I)t 



innrutlion, we underfiand the thing wen enough, but if 
we attempt to ~ive a logical definition ofc::ither the one or 
tIle other, it wlII imme(liatel}~ be aifaulte(l l,y a tlloufand 
argllnlcnts. 

1'hough man is evidently governed by fomething eIre 
than inflintl, he alfo has feveral inflintlive propenfities, 
(ollie of them in(Jependent ot: ancl fome of them intermix. 
ed with his moral difpofitio:ls. Of the firfi kind are hun. 
ger, tnirfi, and forne others; of the laft is the starge or pa.
rel1tal ten(lernefs to\\'ards offspring. 

On illfiina \,~e fila1) only !:l}' farther, tl1at it leads more 
jmlllediately to the appointment of tIle Creator, anc} wlle
~her in man, or in other creatures, operates more ~arly 
all<.l anore uniformly tllan reafon. 
, . -

:'f 5 

LEC TU RE II. 

d CONSIDERING man as an individual, \\ye dif~ , 
2 • cover the: moil obvious and remarkabie dr. 

~umfiances of his nature, that he is a cOlnpound of body 
and tjlirit. I take this for granted here, becaufe we arc 
Oni)1 ~xplaining the nature of man.. \\lllcn \\·e come to 
his fcntiments and principks of aCtion, it will be more 
propt;r, to take notice of the fpirituality and immortality 
of the fo\.!1, a11d ho\v they are pro\retl. 

The body and fpirit have a great reciprocal ipfluence 
~ne' upon allother. The bod}Y 011 tIle tenlper and difpo~ 
fitioll of the fou 1, anti tile. fOtll 011 tIle fiate and habit of 
the body. The body is properly 6e minifter of the foul, 
the means of conveying perceptions to it, but nothing 
witllout it .. 

It is need1f:fs to enlarge upon the flruaure of the body; 
tllis is fufIieie11tly kI10\\111 to ali, e~cel)t \,re (lefcend to al1a
tonlicll ex~~cl11e{s, arlcl then, like all tile other parts of na· 
ture, it fho\\~s the itlfinite \\'ifdom of tlle Creator. 'v"'ith .re
gard to morals, the influence of the body in a certain 
yiew may be very great in enfla\'ing men to appetite, 
and yet there does not feem any fuch connexion wit~ . . 



ltloral Philosoph),. 3'3 

morals as to require a particular d~fcription. I think' 
there is little reafon to cloubt that tllere are great anti ef. 
fential (lif}crences lY~t\Veell mall allC} tnan, as to the fpirit 
and its proper pewers; but it feems phin that fuch are the 
)a\vs c.f ltnion between the body arId fpirit, tllat many fa
cu!tics are weakened allcl fOllle rctlclt:ree) altogether incapa
ble ofexerc.:ife, merely by an alteration of the fiateofthe bo
dy. l\Iemnry 1S frequently 10ft and judgment weakened by 
oltl age anc} (lifeafe. SOlnetitl1es, by a confufion of the brain 
in ~ fall, the judgment is wholly difordered. 'I'he infiinc
tire appetites of hunger, and thirfi, feem to refide ~irecUy 
in tIle bo(ly, ancl tl1t: foul to Ilave litt)e more than a paffi\1e 
perception. Some paffions, particularly ft~ar and rage, 
itenl alto to 11ave tIleir feat in the l'lo(ly, il11tnediatel}F pro. 
ducillg' a certaiIl mo(lificatiol1 of tllCt bloo~l Ul1d fpirits.--
This indeed is perhaps the cafe in fome degree with all 
11afuons \vllene\:-er tJl~y are indulged, tlley give a nlodi. 
ficatiorl to tIle l)l\)o(l and fpirits, \\,hich mal~e them eafil}" 
rel~il1{I~e{1, but there are none \vhich 00 fo in!lantaneoufly 
:liife from the body, and prevent ddiberation, will and 
choice, as t11efe Il0\V natnecl. To confider the c\~il paf
£lans to whiah \ve are liable, .. ve n.lay fay thofe that de
pen(l tnoflllpon the body, are fear, anger, VOltlptuoufnefs; 
and thole that depend leaft upcn it, are 'ambition, envy, 
covetoll filers. II' 

The faculties of the mind are commonly divided into 
there three kincis, the underftanding, the ,,,,,ill, an~ the 
affeCtions; though perhaps it is proper to obferve, that 
thefe are not three qualities wholly difiinC1, as if they·were 
three different beings, but different ways of exerting the 
fame fimple principle. It is the foul or mind that un
derflands, wills, or is aff'tt!:.:d with pleafure anti pain. The 
underfiar.din.g ieems to have truth for its object, the dif· 
co\'erirl~ thillgs as they really are in then1fel\'fs, and in 
their relations one to another. It has been dirputed whe
ther good be in any degree the object of the undcrflanding. 
On the one hand it feems as if truth and that only be
Jon;;ed tc the underfianding; becaufe we can eafiJy fup. 
pofe pedans of equal intellectual powers and oppofite mo· 
l'al charadcr:;. Nay, we can fllppofe malignity joined 
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t~ a high degree of underftanding, and virtue or true good. 
nefs, to a much lower. 011 tile other lland, the choice 
made by the will feems to have the judgment or delibe. 
r.ation of the ullderflanding as its ,'ery fOUlldation. How 
can this be, it will b~ faid, if the undcrflanding has nothing 
to do with good or evil. A confiderable oppofition of 
fentimc:nts among philofophers, has arifen from this quef. 
tion. Dr. Ctark, and fome othc:rs make underfianding 
or reafon the immediate principle of virtue. Shaftfbury, 
Hutchinfon., and others, nlake anc:C\ion t11e princip)~ of it. 
Perha))s Ileither tIle one nor the otller is wholly right. Pro
llabl}1 both are neceffary. 

The connexion bet\\'een truth and go()(lnefs, between 
the und~r,flandillg and tile heart, is a fllbjeCt of great mo
mellt, but alfo of grt:at difficulty. I think we rna}' fay with 
(ertaint}', that infinite TJerfetlion, intelleB:ua1 and mora), 
are llniltll allcl inft:parable in the Sllpreme Being" rrhere 
is not ho\vever in ir~fcrior natures an exaCt proportion be. 
t\veen tile one a11(1 tilt! other; yet I apprehend that truth 
naturally and lleCtffariJy promotes goodnefs, and falfe-
11{)()(1 tIle contrary; bllt as the illfluellce is reciprocal, ma
lignity of difllofition, even \vith the greaten natural »ow
crs, blinds the underilanding, and prevents the perception 
of truth itfclf. 

Of the \vil1 it is ufual to enumerate four afls; defire, 
a\gerfion, joy and [orro\\T. 1'he t\VO lail, Hutchinfon 
fa}Ys are fllperftllous, in" Wllich he feerns to be right. All 
the acts of the wiliinay lle reduced to the two .great heads 
of defire an{l averfion, or in otller words, cllufing and 
r.efllfing. 

The afI"eEtions are called alfo paffions, becaufe often 
excited by external ohjects. In as far as they differ 
from a calm deliberate decifion of the judgment, or de. 
termination of the will, they may be called flrong pro
penfities, impianted in our nature, which of tht:mfelves 
contribute not a little to bias the judgment, or incline 
t.he \viII. 

rri1e affi~aions cannot be better llTlclerfioocl t}lan by 
obferving the difference between a calm deliberate gene
t,al inclination, whether of the 1cHiUl or benevolent 
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)iilJd, and particular violent inclinations. F.very man 
deliberately willies his o\vn Ilappinefs, but tllis din~rs 
c:oI1Jidc::rably from a paffionate attachmellt to particular 
gralifications, as a love of riches, honors, pleafures. .A. 
good man will h3ve a deliberate fixed ddire of the welfare 
Of mankind; but this differs from the love of children, 
re1atiollS, friellds, country. 

The paffions are very numerous and may be grecally 
diverfified, becaufe every thing, hi>wever modifitd, that 
is the object of defire or averfion, may grow by accident 
or indulgence, to rueh a fize as to be called, al1d deler\-e 
to be called, a paffion. Accordingly we exprefs our .. 
felves thus in the Englifh language. A paffion for hodes, 
dogs, play, &c. 

However all the pafi'lons may be ranged under the 
two great heads of lo'lJ~ and hatred. To the 6.-11 belong 
efteem, admiration, good.¥"ill, and every fpedes of ap
probation, delight, and defire; to the other, all kinds of 
averfion, and ways of expre{fing it, en"y, malice, rt7ge. 
rf'Denge, to whatever objects they may be direCled. 

Hope and fear, joy and Corrow, though frequently rank .. 
ed among the paffions, feem rather to be flates or modifi .. 
cations of the l11ind, atten(.iing tile exercifC! of every pal
(Jon, according as its objet\: is probable or huprobable, 
po[ell: or jail. . 

Jealoufy feerns to be a pallion of a mi<klie nature, "'hicb 
it is not eafy to fay whether it fhould be ranked under the 
head of love or hatred. It is often raid ofjealoufy bttwc:en 
the [exes, that it fprings from love; yet, it feems plainly 
impoffible, that it can have place without forming an ill 
oFinion of its object, at lcatl in fome (legree. Tile falne 
thing may be faid of jealoufy and fufpicion in friendfilip. 

The paffions may be ranged in two claffes in a diff~rent 
\vay, viz. as they are 1elfifll or bene\'olent, pllblic or pri
vate. There will be great oc:cafion to confider this dif
tint1:on afterwards, in explaining the nature of virtue, 
and tIle motives that lellu to i~. \\ihat is obfcrved no\\.', 
is only to illufirate our nature as it really is. rrhere i:i a 
.great and real diftitlCtion betweell paffiolls, felfin, anu be
ne\'ol~nt. The; firll point direttly, and inunedii.\t:!;t at 



our own intercn in the gr.ltific~tion; the oth~rs point im. 
mediately at t!'le happinds of oth~rs. Of t;"c: firft kind, 
is the Jove of '~me, po\ver, pro Frt}-, ple-tf~re. -And of 
the Jec~nd, is family :lnd domdtic afl'\:cli\lo, frienrHhip and 
patriotifm. It j~ to no p~rpofe to IlY, tha~ ultmt,~ 'd~, it 
is to pl~afe ourJt-lve~ 0. ~~;.aufe tn: f~eI a fatis: .diG;l in 
f~ekil1g the gOfX! of o:hers; for it is c~rtaiil, tl~,\t tL~ dirdt 
ohjeCl in view in n13nr c:lfes, is to pro;po~e the h~ppiners 
of others; anll io~ t!iis Olan!r-It have been \\"il:illg to rio-i. 
fi~e e,'"ery th!n~~ even lif~ it!el:: - , 

.&~i1er this bri~f !ur,"ev of hlJman natlJTe, in one li~ht . .- , 
or in one point cf ¥ic\\'o, wh:ch may be cclJkd its cap3city. 
it ,\till b~ IleceU:l:t t~ TerUr;l back, all() take a fllr\'"~f of • • 

t.'le \\":l~', ~n which W.: b::c\lme acquainted with th~ objtds 
about u'hicil \ve aYe to be con.1tcrl;\nl, OT upon \\·hich the 
above filcultie~ 3re to be ~xerclt~). 

0.1 this it is p~~r to ob:en'e in general, that th~re aT!! 
htlt two \"3}1tS in \vhich \\1te come to the knowledg~ of 
.tbings, "iz, 1ft, Stnf~tion, :l(.J~ Refleaicn. 

The firft of thefe mull be divided again into two parts, 
e:t!ernaJ ancl internal. 

External ar~:c;s f.orll the immediate impreffion of ob. 
jects from without.. l~he external ft!l1~s in number a."e 

'6,-e; feeing, hearing, f~ding, tarrin~ and fmelling. 
In theft: are·obfer\'able the ~mprei1ion itfclf, or the fen

ration we feel, and the fuppofition ink:par.io!e from it, that 
it is produced by an external cbjeCl:. That our fenres are 
to he trulled !n t~ information they give us, [ferns to me 
a firfl principle, bec3.uf~ they are the foundation Qf an our 
after re:lfonings. T!~c few exce~tions of acci(ierltal irre
gubrity in th~ fenfes .. can found no jun objedion to !hi~ 
as there are [0 many plain and obv:ous ways of c.lifl:overing 
all(} cor:eCling it. 

Ffhe rC:llit\9 of the material f\-fiem I thil1k, rna,- be fl· 
• .,.; J 

lil~l' efiab!ifheJ, except UPOil illC}l prillciples as are fub\-er-
five of aU cerlain'Y~ and lead to uni .. ;erf:tl (cepticiim; ant! 
perfons who would maintain fuch principles, do !lot de· 
i"er\-e to be re~lfi}llc(1 \\·ith, b~cautc t:le~' <10 tlot preteolJ to 

communicate kno\Vlc:d~e, but to take all knowledge from 
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TIle Immaterialins tl\r, th:\t \ve are cOllfcious of no-., 
thing bat the imprel1ion or teeling of our own mind; but 
they (10 not obter\1te tll:tt the inlpreffion itJe)t~ inlp:it·s at1() 

" fuppoles fi)mething ",xt!:nlal that communicates it, and 
tlllllot be lep-lratt(l from tllat fllppofition. Sometimes 
filch reafoners te)1 us, that \ge canllot fhe\v tho fubfiance 
fepara~ from its fenfible qualitil!s ; no more can any man 
Jbew me a fenfible quali:y feparate from a particular fub. 
jttt. If any man will fl-~e\V me whiteners, without fhew
in& me any thing that is white, or roundnefs withoHt any 
thin,:; thlt is round, I win Jlle\V him the fubllance without 
eitiler color or fhape. 

Immaterialifm takes a'va,~ the (l~ftinaion between truth 
J 

and fallh()()(l. I have an idea of a houle or tree in a cere 
tain place, and I call this true, that is, I am of opinion, 
there is really a houfe or tree in tllat place. Again, I 
form an idea of' a houfe or tree, as what may be in that 
pla\:e; I !He what is the difference, if after aU, you tell 
me, there is neither tree, houfe nor place any where ex~ 
itling. An ad:locate for that fyUeln fays, that truth con .. 
fills in the li\·elinefs of the i(lea, than \vhith nothing can 
be nlore mallifefil}7 falfe. I can form as difiinCt an itleL\ 
of any tllillg that is not, as allY tIling that is, wIlen it is ab
fent from m}~ fight. I lll\re a much nlore li\rely idea of 
Jupiter and Juno, and many oftheir aaions, frOin lIomer 
and Virgil, though I do not beHeve that any of them ever 
cxilled, than I have of mlny things that I know happened 
witllin there fe\v months. 

The truth is, the immaterial fyfiem" is a wild and ridi. 
«:lilous attempt to unfettle the principles of commOll fenfe 
by metaphyficai reafoning, which can hardly produce any 
thing but contempt in tht! generality of perfOtlS 110 hear 
it, and \vhich I \~~ril}· believe, llever produced conviCtion 
c,"en on the: perfons who pretend to efpoufe it. · 

, 1 n .. 
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LEe T U R E III. 

I NTERNAL fenfation is \\,hat 1\'Tr. I-Iutchinfon calls the 
finer po\vers of perception. It takes it rife fr~m ex

ternal ol~~Cts, hut by abilraCtion. confiders fomething far. 
ther than Dlcrely the fellfibJe qualities-

1. 1'hus witll refJ>eCl: to njan}- objetls, there is a fenfe 
of beatlty in the appear~\nce~ ftructure or compofi~ion, 
which is altogether difiinCt from mere color~ fhafe and 
extenfion. flow thel1 is tllis beautY!lerceived ? It enters 
by the eye, but it is perceived and relifhed by what may 
be well enough called an internal fenie, quality or capa
city of the mind. 

2. 1'here is a fenfe of pleafure in imitation .. whence the 
arts of painting, fculptllre, poetry, are often called the 
imitative arts. It is eary to fee that the imitation itfelf 
gives the pleafure, for \ve recei\'e much pleafure from a 
lively defcripdbn of what \\'ould be painful to behold. 

3. A fenfe ofllarmony. 
4. A fenfe of order or proportion. 
Perhaps after aIls the whole of thefe renres may be con .. 

fiuered as belonging to one clafs, and tn be the particulars 
\vllicll either fillgl}1, or by the ullion of feveral of thenl, or 
of the wllo1e, produce \,'hat is called tIle pleafures of the 
imagination. If fo, \\'e Ola}1 extel1d tllefe lenies to every 
thing that enters itltO the princil)les of beauty and grace
illlllefs.-Order, proportion, fimplicity, intricacy, unifor
nlity, variety-eipeclally as thefe principles have any 
thing in common that is equal1y appl:cable to all the fine 
arts, painting, fiatuary, arclliteclure, mufic, poetry', oratory. 

1."'11e \·ariOtlS theories ullon the principlts of beauty, or 
lvhat it is that properl}' cOllfiitutes it, are of nluch impor
tance on the fubjeCt of tafie and criticirm, but of very little 
in point of marl/s. \Vhether it be a fimple percep
tion that cannot be analyfed, or a je ne lcai quoi. as the 
}'rencll call it, that call1lllt Lle (lilcov,-=recl, it is tIle fame 
thing to our pretcnt purpole, fince it cannot be oeuitd, 
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that there is a perceptio., of be~ut~·, 31l<1 that this is '-try 
diff~rent from the men: cu)or or (hmenfions of the ohjt\.<t. 
This beauty extellds to til~ illrnl 3n(1 th:lpe of \ ifibfe, or to 
t.~e grace -and motion of Ih'ing objc:t1s; ind~ed, to All 
works of art, all(1 prociu8ions t~f ~enius. 

There are caiJa) the r~fiex fenfes Jonletioles. and it is of 
moment to obfer,-e both tbat they reall}- lle'on~ to our na
ture. and that they 3re very diff~rent from the gro[er per
cep:ions of extenlal fente. 

It mtln allo be obferve(l, that feveral oifiillguilhell \\an· 
ters f13ve 3t!d~ as ttn illtemal fenfe l that of morality, a 
ftnfc: and perception of moral excellence .. and our obliga. 
lion to C011loTIU ourfel\-es to it in !)ur ~ondlla. 

Though there is no O("caiival to join ~Ir. Hutcbinfon or 
any other, in their oppofition to fuch as make reafon the 
principle of virtuous condua~ yet I think it rouft be ad
mitted, that 3 f~nfe of Inora~ good and evil, is as really a 
principle of our natur~ .. as either the grots external or rc· 
jk~ jenles, and as truly diftintt from both, as they are 
from each other. 

·rhls mor-al fenfe is predfely the fame thing with what, 
in icripture and common language, we caU confcience. 
It is the law which our llaker has written upon our hearts. 
and both ;iltilnates and entorces duty, pre\~iO\lS to all rea
foning. The oppoiers of innate ideas, and of the law of 
nature, are unwilling to admit the reality of a moral fenie, 
yet their \')bjeaions are wholly frivolous. The neceffity of 
education a11(1 infornlation to the produCtion at~d exercife 
of the retles: fenfes or powers of the imagin:llion, is e,-ery 
whit as great as to the application of the moral fenre_ If 
therefore anyone {hould fay, ~~ is often done by l\Ir. 
Locke, if there are any innate principles what are they? 
ellumerate t!1cm to nle, if tl1ev are effential to man thev 

~ ~ 

lllUfi be ill e\"er\F 11!al1; let Ole ~ake an~· artleis CIO\\~ll and . . 
cxamille him, all') f~e if he Catl tc:II nle \\·nat tilCY are.--
I would fay, if the principl~s of t~fie are na~ural they mufl 
be uni\'erial. Let lne try tl.e c!o\\'n ~~.en, and f~\. '\"!lctiler 
he will agree with us, cith~r in dit~c\'~ri:~s the b:::atav of 

'- . 
a.poem or pi~lllr~, or b~in~ .\ol~ to :u\;n ~~~ reJions of 
lus ~pprobation. 
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There are two ienfcs which are not eafily reducible to 
any of the two k~nds of internal fC!nf~s, and yet certainly 
beJOJ1g t() our Ilature. Tiley are allit:u to one another __ 
A 1(:!11~ of ri(ll~l)lt:, and a felife of .11oI)or and fllame. A 
fenfl! 0:' the ridiculous is fomething peculiar; f'ir though 
,it b~ acl,nitted that every thing that is ridicll]Ol.lS is at the 
f~llie tillie ullreafonai ... le al1U aprlifU; )·et it is as certain 
the terms are not convertible, for any- thing that is ab: 
furd is not ridiculous. There are an hllndred falflloods 
in mathematics and other fciences, that do not tempt any 
bcxJy to laugh. . 

Shaftfbury hlS, through his whole writings, endea. 
vored to ellablifh this prineiple, that ridicule is the te~ 
of truth,; but the fallhood of that <>pinion appears from 
~he above: remarl{, for there is fOlnething reall}T difiinCl: 
from reafoning in ridicule. It feems to be putting ima
gination in the place of reafon.-See Brown's Effays on 
L'le C~araaeriftics. . . 

L\ len!e of honor and fhame feems, ill a certain vie\v, to 
fubjet! us to the opinions of others, as they depend upon 
the felltiments of our felJow-creatllres. 17 et, perllaps \ve 
lTI.ly confider this fentinlent as inte.nd~d to be all allifiant 
or gliar(i to virtile, by making us apl)rel1etld reproach from 
others for \vhat is ill itfelf worthy of l~lanle. 1"'his fenfc 
is very ftrong and powerful in its dft:Cts, whether it be 
gu;~lc(i by true or falfe principles. 

After this lurvey of human nature, let us confider how 
\\"e (lerive either ~Ile nature ~r oblibatioIl of duty froin it. 

One way is to con~ider what indications we have from 
~ur nature, of the way th~t l~ad~ to the truefi happiuefs. 
rl'his mtl:t be dOlle bv a careful attentioll to tIle feveral 

J 

claffes of perceptions and affeaions, to fee which of them 
are motl excellent, <leJiglltful, or deliral~le. 

They will then Icon appear to be of three great c1aifes, 
as mentiolle(l abo,'e, e:.lfilY di{li11gl1inlapl~ frOll} Olle ano~ 
ther, and gradually riling above one another. 

I. 1~he gratification of the external fe~fcs. This af~ 
fords fome pleafure. We are Jeu to defire what is pIe,.' 
~ng) and to a\'o:d ~rhat is difguHful to tht;lll~ 
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:!. The finer powers of perception give a delight 
whjch is evidently more excellent, and which we mull: 
necetfarily pronounce more noble. Poetry, painting, 
mufic, 8tc. the exertion of genius, and exercif~ of the 
mental powers in general, give a pleafure, though not fo 
tumultuous, much more refined, and which does not fo 
foon iatiate. 

3. Superior to both thefe, is a fenre of moral excel
lence, and a p1eafure arifing from doing what is diCtated 
by the moral fenfe. . 

Il mull doubtlefs be admitted that this reprefep.(3tion 
is agreeable to truth) and that to thofe who would calmly 
~nd fairly ~'eigI1 the delight of moral aCtion, it mull appear 
fuperior to any other gratification, being mon noble, pure 
and durable. 1'herefore we might conclude, that it is to be 
pre/erred before all other iources of pleafure-that they 
are to ~ive way to it when oppoflte, and to be no other. 
wife em Jraced than in fubferviency to it. 

But though we cannot fay there is any thing falrc in 
tllis theory, there are certainly very effential defecl.s.
As for example, it whol1y confounds, or leaves entirely 
undifiinguitbed, aCting virtuQufly from feeking happinefs : 
[0 that r-romoting our own happinefs will in that cafe be 
the efTellct! or definition of virtue, and a vie\v to our own 
interetl ",HI be the fole and complete obligation to vir. 
tue. Now there is good ground to believe not only that 
reafon teac}l\.;S us, but that the moral fenfe diCtates to us, 
fomething more on both heads, viz. that there are difin
terefied affeCtions that pJint direCtly at the good of others, 
and that thefe are fo far from meriting to be excluded 
from the notion of virtue altogether, that they rather feem 
to claim a preference to the felfifh affeCtions. I know 
the friends of the fcheme of felf-intereU have a way of 
coloring or folving this. They fay, men only approve 
and delight in benevolent affeCtions, as pleafing and de
lightfu! to themfelves. But this is not fatisfying, for it 
feerns to \'leaken the fcrce of public affeCtion very much, 
to refer it all to felf interefi, antI \,,'hen nature feerns to 
be carrying you out of yourfe1f, by fhong infiinClive pro
penfities or implanted drc~ions) to turn the current and 
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dire8ion of there into the flream of feif.interefi, in whith 
experience tells us we are m{'fi apt tc run to a vicious 
el:ccfs. 

Betides it is affirmed, and I think with good rearon, that 
the moral feni~ carries a goocl deal Olore in it than mere
ly an approbation of a certa.in clafs of aclions as beautiful, 
praife-worthy or delightful, and therefore finding our 
intereft in them as the moft noble gratification. The 
moral feute implies alfo a fenfe of cbligation, that ruch and 
fu-:h things are right and others \vrong; that we are 
bOllll(l in duty to do tIle one, and that our conduct is 
hateful, bLuueable, ~nrl deferving of punifillnent, if we 
do the contran'; and there is alfCJ in the moral fenfe or 

<# 

confcience, an apprehenfion or belief that reward and 
punifhment will lanow, according as W~ 1hall act in the 
one wa\F, or ill the other . . 

It is fo far from b~;ng true, that there is no more in 
virtuous aCl:ion thall a fuperior degree of beauty, or a. 
more noble pleafure, that indeed the beauty and fweetnefs 
of virtuous at1:ion arifes from this ver}~ circumfiance
that it is a compliance with duty or fuppofed obligation. 
Take away this, and the beauty vanilhes as well as the 
pleafure. 'Vhy is it more pleafant to do a jun or chari. 
table aaion .. than to fat 1 sf)r my palate with delightful 
meat, or to \\palk in a bealltiful g,1nlen. or read an exqui
fIte poem? only becaufe 1 feel myfc1f under an obligation 
to do it, as a thin~ ufeful anJ important in itfelf. It is not 
duty becaufe pleafing-, but pleafing becaufe duty.-The 
fame thing mav be faid of beauty and approbation. I do 
not approve of the conduCt of a plain" hondt, indufirious, 
pious man, becaufe it is more beautiful than that of an idle 
profligate, but I fay it is more beautifu! and amiable.. De. 
caufe he keeps within the bounds of duty. I fee a higher 
fpecies of beauty in moral aCtion: but it arifes from a 
knfe of obli~ation. It may he faid. that mr interefi amI 
duty are the fame, bccaufe they are inieparabie, ami the 
one arifes from tIle otl1er; btlt tl1ere is a real (liliintlion 
and priority of order. A tRin~ is not my duty, becau[e 
it is my interelt, hut it is a wife appointment of nature, 
that I fllall for1~it my int~reft) if I ne~l~d my duty. 



Several other remarks might be made to confirm this. 
"'hen any perron has by ex perience found thlt in feek- · 
ing ple:lfure he embraced a lefs pleafing tnjoynlent, in 
place of one more delightful, he ffily be fenfIble of mire 
take or misforttlne, but he has nothing at all of tile feeling 
of blame or felf.condemnation; but ,vllen he 11atll (lone 
an immoral aCtion, he has an in,vard remorie, and j~eIs 
that he.has broken a la\v, and that he ought to llave (IOlle 

other\vife. -. 

LEe T U R E I\T. 
• 

T HIS therefore lays us under the neceffity of fearch .. 
illg a little furt~~r for tIle principle of moral aaion. 

In order to do this with the greater accuracy, and give 
you a view of the chief controveriics on this fubjeCt,' ob. 
ferve, that there are really three quefiions upon it, which 
mull be inquired into, and diftinguHhed. I an) fenfible, 
t'ley are 10 int~mately conneCted, that they are fometimes 
neceffarily intermixed; but at others, not ditlinguifhing, 
leads into error. The qudlions relate to 

I. The llature of virtlle. . 
2. The loundltioll of \7irtue. 
3. The obligation of virtue. 
\Vhen we inquire into the nature of virtue, we do 

enough, \vhen \'le POillt out \vl1at it is, or 1hO\V how W~ 
may come to the l~'lO\V le(l~e of every particular duty, 
and be able to diiliaguifh it from the oppoiite vice. Vvhen 
\ve fpeaI~ of the touI1(1~ition of virlue, \\'e afi~ or allfwer the 
quefiion, Vlhy is it fo? vVhy is this courle of aCtion pre. 
ferable to th(;! contrary? \\That is its excellence? When 
We fpeak of t.he obligation of virtue, we ark by what law 
'\'e are bOlln(i, or from \vhat principles \ve <>ught to be 
obedient to the precepts which it contains or prefcribet>. 

After fpeaking fomething to each of thde-to the con .. 
troveriies that lla\re lleen raifed U~'Oll the!11-and the pro
priet}7 or i nl r,urtallce of el1terll1g t~lr illto there corltrover· 
firs, or a particular tl{'~i1ion of t;:em, I {hall proceed to 



a detail of the mor.allaws or the feveraI brl!lche:; of duty 
according to the diviiiolJ fir!! IJ!!i (lo\\·n. 

I. As to the Ililturc of ,,·irt!lC, or \'..:-llat it is; or t i:l 
otller words, \Vllat is tile rule by \Vllich I nll11i try \:\'"erv 
diti1uteu praaice-that I may keep cJe.!r of lh.; nt>x, qUf!i~ 
tion, you may obit:rve, thlt upon all the f)·fl.ems they mult 
have recour~e to Olle or 111or: of the fo!!o\liing, viz. L:cnlci. 
etice~ reafoll, experience. .-:\,11 \'.·ho iClln(1 virtile tlpon ai: 
ft!ttioll, Jlarticular!y HU::!l!ll!bll, Shaftfulirj" and ti1eir fvl. 
lowers, make th~ meral !c:~~e :he ruI.! of duty, anJ vfry 
often attempt to excluGe the u:~ of rea:on on this fl:l)j\:a. 
"j'hefe autllors feern alfo to mal~e b~ne\·cl~nc~ ao(1 p'ti.~ic 
affection the Ilanuard of virme, in diflinction from ,aU pri. 
vate and fdfilh pa!fions. 

DoCtor Clark and moft Ecgiifll ,,-riters of the Ian .~, 
make reafon the fiandan! of virtue, particularly as Dp
poled to in\vard fentiment or affcttion. l~hey ha\-e this 
to fay particularl}' in fupport of their opinion, that rea· 
Ion do~s in faa often controul and alter fentilnent; 
whereas fentiment cannot alter the clear deci60ns oi rea .. 
fon. Suppofe Ill}' 11e~:-t ~!:c1::~~~ ~D me any thing to be 
mj" (lut}1', as for ex,llllFl~, tu :: .. ~~.~ cOillpaffion on ~ per
fon lietecte(l ill the cOlllmiffion of Crill)ll~; ~,~ if, llpon 
cool refletlion, I percei\1tc that fuffcril1g hi~ll to ~o llOpU .. 

nillied will be h~rtrul to the community, I cwuteraa · 
the fentinleI1t from the clecluCtiolls of rcaloll • . 
Aba~n: Some tJ.!;:e in the aid or experience, and chiefly 

aCt upon it. AU particularly who are upon the idfifh 
fcheme, find it nece!Tary to make experic:nce the guide, 
to fhow them what things are really contluci\'e to hafpi
nefs and wllat not. 
. 'V c HuB proceed to conf:~er the opinions upon the nl
tllrc u1' virtue, tIle chief of ,\~11ich are ~s follo\v : 

I. Son1e fay tllat virtue c011fifls in aclill~ a~reeably to 
l'l 0 

t11e 11(\tllrt! alld reafon of tl1in~s. J-\n(l that \ve are to 
~. 

abllraa from all ailection, public anu pri yak, in deter-
minin,s any quetllon Upufi it. Clark. 

2. Some iay that benevolence or public .tilE·t~ion is 
\'irtne, and that a regard to the good of the whole is ~he 
11dnll"r(1 of virtue. '~.;:lat is lTlo!l r~markable in this 



· 
rch~me is, thlt it n"lakc-s tJle renl~ of obli~.&tio:l ~Il parti. 
cular in:lances give: way to a fuppof\!J greater ;;ccJ. 
Hutchinfun. 

3- One ant:lOr <" .. t)Hfion R!'l. of l\.lt. d~lin~l!t'~) 
nlakes truth the loun\.latioil of virtt:~, anJ !~e redtlCes !:r= 
g~l or evil of any aflior. to the truth or f~!!hocJ of a 
pro1lOfition. rr~is opinba difft:rs :lot in ft:!·'hnce, but 
in \,·ortis Ollly fr~nl Dr, CI3rk~s. 

4-. Others" place virtue in felt:lc~ve. and mak:! 3 \\"~!l 
rtglilatt:tl fcJt:lo\"e the fllndar(l anti fOlIJ1(1"tion of it. ,.. .. 
This ichca.e is bd1 de~nded by Dr. C-lmpbdl, of St •. An-
dre\\~s~ 

5. Some of late have maJe fympathy the fiantlard of 
"irtue, particularly Smith in his 1'heory of ~Ioral ~n. 
timents. lIe fa}·s ,,"e ha,"e a certain feeling, by \\'hich \\'e 

fympathize, and as he cans it, go along with what 3(>
pears to be right. rrhis is but a nell· phrafc;oloSJ for the 
moral fenle~ 

6. D.lvid Hume has a fcheme of morals that is pecu
liar to himfe!f. He makes every thing that;s (zgrc~il"lt 
allJ llS~'iI/ virtll\),iS, and \~ic~ \'erfa, b,..- \\"hich, he entirely 

~ . 
annihilates the (liff~rence llt!t\veen llat!Jm and mor;:.l 
qua!iti:!s, making health, Urength, cleanlinefs) as reaHy 
virtues as integrity 311d truth. 
- 7. 'Ve have an opinion publiflled in this cOUlltry, that 

l'irtue confill~ in tIle:! love of beillg as luch~ 
Several of thefe! authors do eafily and naturaUy incor. 

pora!e piety \vith their (l,nem, partjcularly Clark, Hut
chinfon, Campbell and Edwards. 

And there are falne whQ be~!ll by efiablifhing natural 
religion, and then found virtue upon piety. 1-'his amounts 
to the lame thing in fubfiance; for reaioners upon the 
nature of virtue only mean to {how what the .>\uthor of 
nature has poillteti out ~s dtlty. .~nd after natura) reli
gion is eflablifhe:l on ~eneral proof!;, it will remain to 
point out what are its l~\ .. ·s, which, not taking in reveJ3-
tion, mull bring us back to confider our own nature, and 
the rational (leduaions from it. 

2. rrhe opinions on the foundat:on of virtue may be 
fu.:nmed u!1 in the f~~!.lr f~no· .. :in~ : 

\·0T .• III. ., 3 C 



I • .rfhe will of G~!. ~. The leafon and nature ~ 
things. 3. 1"!'&e puh!ic imcrefi. 4- Pri\·~te int~rdi. 

I. ·fhe ,,-ill or G()(I. Bv t!!is is net Inc3nt ,,·hat -'as .. 
mentionrd tlho\"e, that the intim3t:ons ot' the (li\"in~ ,,-ill 
point out Wh3t is our dut~-; but that the reafon cf the dif. 
fc:rencc be!\,"t:t':l ,"irttiC and ~"ice is to be tought no ""here 

\.: .. 

eile than in the ~ood ple3fure of Gcd. rfh;At :Lc:re is no 
intrillfic ~XCC1;C!llce in all}- tiling bat as he commands or 
IOrbitis it. 1" h t»" pret~fld that if it \"ere o:.hen,-ife, there 
,,"ould be fomething above the Sllpren~c lkin~, fomething 
in th~ nature of things thlt ,,"ouid hy him under the 1&. 
ot necdli~y or felte. But notwithtlanding the difficulty 
of our torming dear eonceptions on this fubjetl, it fcems 
very barth and unreaf\lnabte to lay :hat th~ difference be. 
t\\-een virttle all(l vice is 110 other than the di\-ille \\"ill. 
Tnis wouid be taking au-a.y the m~ral ch:uaaer e\'en of 
GUll bimleU: It would not have any meaning tben to fay 
he is infinitely holy and infinitely perrett. But prcba. 
bI), thore \\'ho ha\pe afferted this, dill not mean any more 
than tbat tIle (liville \vill is fo perlea and excellent, L'lat 
all vinue is reduced to confornlity to it and that we 
ought 110t to jUllge of goccl ailli evil lly any other r~le. 
~l~his is as !rlle as that the divine cOlldu~l is the flandard 
of l.\",.:IOfi1. 

::. Some fJund it in the reaion and n:tture of things. 
'Tn is our be i:l:d to be true~ but not fufficiently preciie 
all,-I eX!llicit. ·fho!e \\'"ho embr~ce this prillcillle flatCeed 
beft ill t;leir Teaionillg lrhcl1 et1(le3\"orillg to 1hO\\~ that 
there is an e(l~lltial (lifl~rence b~t\\"eell ~:irtlle and "ice. 
BtJt \\'11<:11 the~" attC:TI!pt to fho\\- \rhereill tIllS difierence 
doth or can conlin, otht:r than public or private happinefs. 
they fP~~lk \,-itl} \"er}- little Illealling. 

3- P!~bljc h:\ppin~Js. This opinion is that the founda
tiOll 0:' virtu~, or tn:lt \\-h!ch Inlk~s tile (liiiin8ion be
t\\-een it at1d \-ice, is its {ent"lenc}" to promote the ~e!lerai 
gO(ld; 1'0 t!~~t utillt~· at hOttOl11 is ttle ?rinciple of \"irtt!e~ 
e\~'en \\"ith tIle ~rt:'ll r\at~otlS (\1' (li:il\ter~iiell aile8ion . 

..:.. Pri\':!!~ J!~::,,)il1,-fs. rr!~oi~ \\'1:0 choaie to 111ace tIlc 
[C~, ~ :~~u:iOll l.'{ \·i:·~:.;e lrere, \rouill iltl\'C us to COllfilitr 110 



esther excellence ~n it tllan '\'~~at inlm~di:ltel\· conduces to 
~ 

our O\\'"n gratificati('n. 
Upon thefe opinlOn~ I woulll obferve~ that there i~ 

fomething true in every on.! of them, but that they Dlay be 
e4l,:ily pulli:!d to an error b}'" excel's. 

rrhe IHture and will of God is fo perfeCl as to be the 
true ftandarti of all exceliellce, Ilaiural ancl Illoral: anti if 
we are Jure of \V!}lt Ile is ,~r comman(ls, it \\'ollill be pre. 
fumption and. foily to r~:;.!:!n againli it, or put our views 
of fitne!s in ~he room of his pleafure ; but to fay that God~ 
by his will, might na"-e made the fame temper and con
dUtl virtiloas an(l exceilcnt, \\:}lkh we no\1.:" call vicious, 
feems to unhinge all our notions of the fUllreme ex~el
lellce evell of God J1imle!t: 

Aga;n, there feenls tv 'je in the nature of things aft 
intrilll!c exceilence ill n10rci ,,"orth, and an indelible i01-

preflion of it upon the confcience, diftinCt from producing 
or receiving hnppineJs, and yet we cannot eafily illufirate 
its excellence but by comraring one kind of happlnefs 
"tim another. 

A~ain, promoting the public aT general good feems to 
be 10 nearly connetl:ed with virtue, that \ve mllft ne
ceffarily iuppoie that univerfal virtue could be of nni. 
verl~1 uti!it},. y"'et there are t\\'O ex-ceffes to which this 
has fotnetimes led.-One tlle fatalifl and neceffitarian 
fchemes, to which there are fo many oojetlions, and the 
other, the making the general good the ultimate practi
cal rll1e to ever}' particular r)erfon to tllat he may violate 
particular o~igations with a vie\v to A more general be
nefit. 

011ce more, it is ~ertain tllat virtue is as really c~nnea
ed with private as with public happinefs, and yet to make 
the interdl of the: agent the only foundation of it, feems 
fo to narro\v tile min(i, a!ld to be fo defiructiv~ to the pub
lic and generous aifetlions, as to prvduce the moll hurtful 
efl~as. _ 

It I were to lay d~\Vn a few propofitions on the founda..
tion of virtue, as a philofoph(:r, they fhould be the follow
ing .? 



I. From rearon, contemplation .. f~ntiment and traditi. 
on, tIle Bt:ill~ and infinite p~rfeaion 3nd excel!ence of 
Gcx.ll11a}' be ~!educed; aJ~d lhe!"c!ore \'.-liat he is, and com. 
mands, is \'irtuc: and dutJ·. \\nate~"cr he has implatlted 
in llncorrupted nature as a principle, is to be recei\·~d as 

----..-:::- his wiH. '~ropenfitit:s refifted and contradi8ed by the 
inward principle of confcic:pce, are to be confidered as in. 
llerent or contraCted \9ice. 

2. True virtue certainly promotes the general good, 
and this may be made ufe of i!S an ar~un1ent in clcubtful 
cafes, to determine whether a particular principle is right 
or wrong, b~t to lnake the good of the \vhoie our imme. 
(liate principle of aCtion, is puttin~ ourl't:h-es in GoG's 
placel- and aCl:ually fuperfeding the necentlY and ufe of 
ti,e particular prini:iples of dut)- \\~hjch lle hath impreffed 
upon tIle confciellce. As to tIle \\·hole, I belie\'e the uni. 
verfe is fauitlefs and perft:8, but I am unwilling to fay 
it is tile best poffihle fyflf!Ol, becauf~ I am not able to un
derHand ruch atl argllnlent, and l~cat)fe it f~enis to me ab. 
furd th~t infinite perfeCtion fhould el:l!aufl or Jilnit itfelf 
JJy a created pr(}:.lllaion~ 

3. There is in the natllre of things a (1ifference be. 
tween virtue ~nd vice, and ho\ .. -e\'er nluch ~rirtue and hap
pinefs are cllnneaed by the di\'ine la,v, ancl in the e,gellt 
of things~ we are made fo as to feel to\vards them, and 
C011Cei\7e of then1, as difiinCl. ,\\7e ha\ge the filnple per
ceptions of -duty and interefi. 

4. Private and public interefl may be promoted by the 
fame means, but they ,are diflinCl views; they ftould be 
made to affill, anclllot utflro\? ~acll otiler • 

." 

rrhe refult of the vW'hole is, that we ought to take the 
ru!e of duty from confcience enlighteneu by rea~cn, ex
perience, and every way by which we can be fuppoled 
to learn the \\~ill of our l\faker, antI his illtent!Oll ill crea· 
ting us fuch as we arc. Anu we ou;ht to believe that it 
is as deeply fCtln,]cd as tIle l1ature of Go(l tlilllf~lf, l;cil1g 
a tranfcript 01 11;s nloral excellence, ~nd that it is l)rcd~~· 
li ve of the g;rcatdl go<Y4.' . -.. '. ~ ".. . 
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IT remains only that we fpeak of the ohlig-A6on of 
j- virtue, or ""hat is the law tJ.at bintls us to the ~r. 
fornlance, and from "ihat oloti\'es or principles \\"e ought 
to f\)iiow its dit\,ltc:S. 

"rhe fentiments upon this fuii~cl differ, as men h~~e 
dia~rent vie\\'"s of the n3iure alltl foundation of virtue, 
,-et the\~ may be r~Jl.cetl \\'itllin narrower bound~. 
• Th~ obliiation of virtue ml}' he eafily ~duc~j to two 
reneral kinds, (lutv antI i!lterefr, The firtl, if r\!al. im
plies th3t we are u~tler iome la\\'\ or fui~ca to !ome Jupe. 
nor, to \vhom \"e are 3CCOll!ltable. The: other only iUl. 

r~ies that nature points it out to us as our own greaten 
hlppinefs, anJ that th~re is no other Fearon why we ought 
to olle\·. 

t# 

~O\\ .. I t!link it is vel)· plaill that there is more in the 
ob~ig-tltion of virtue, than meiely our greatefi happinefs. 
The moral !:ntiment itfdf implies that it is duty .. inde
penlkot of happinefs. Thi3 prOlluces remorfe and 
(li:ap!lrOllation, as ha\~ing done \,'hat is blameable alld of 
ill (lcf~rt. '\~e ha,-e t,,·o ideas very u:fiintl, when we 
fee a man Inifiaking his own interell and not otnining 
to nlucil happinefs as 11e might, and \\'hen \\'e fee him 
bre~\killg throu;h e\~ery nloral obligation. In the firft 
ca!~ \\1te COl1fil!er hinl as on)}- aCCOllntab!e to himfelf1 in 
the t~cond we confider hi:n as accountOlb!e to fGme fuperi
or. a.ud to the public. This fcnre ~ duty is the: prilnary 
nc~inl1 o~ .. l:i\\- and of ri~hts, taken in their moft extenfi\1tc 

"l .. 

fi';niiicat;oll, as inc:u,\ing ev-el]- thing \\-e tllink \\~e are 
e:l!itJ~~1 to e~pet1 trOn) others, anti ihe negle8: or ,-iota
lrO:1 of \\-hich \ve cOllfiJer 3S \~"roI1g, unjuft, ~i~ious, and 
therefore blameable. It is .Iro affirmed with great appa
rent rC:lfon hy m3ny~ par~icularly Butler in his Ana
lo~~' anJ h:s fermons, that we have a natural feeling of 
ill d::!ert, anJ merited punifilment in \'ice. T'lle patrons 
of the id5fll id.:as alone, are tl!o!e who confine the ohliga.. 
t:!lO C?f \'ir:ue to happine:!$. 

;.. t _ ' 
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Bat of tho!e who are, or would b~ thought of the 0ppo. 
lite ientiment, there are fome who differ v~ry confiderably 
from others. Some WllO profefs great oppofition to the 
lelfifh fcheme, declare alfo great a\·erfion to foun(ling the 
obligation of virtue in any degree on the will of a fuperior, 
or looking for any fanCtion of punifhment, t:> corroborate 
the moral la\\·s. 1'llis they efpecially treat with coo. 
tempt, when it is fuppCJfed to be from the deity. Sh~ttf
bury fpeaks with great bitternefs againfi taking into' view 
a future {late of wilat he calls more extended felf.intertll. 
He lays men fhould love virtue for its o\\·n fake, \\.'itll
out regard to reward or punifhment. In this be has been 
followed by many reafollers, as far as their regard to reli. 
gion would permit them. 

If however, we attend to the diCtates of confcience, we 
fhaU find evidently, a fenfe of duty, of felf-approbation 
and remorfe, which plainly fhow us to be under a law, and 
that law to have a fanaion: \\1hat elfe is the meaning of 
the fear and terror, and apprehenfion of guilty perfons? 
~orum melltes fi reGl~dantur, &c. fa}1S Cicero. 

Nor is this all, but we have all certainly a natural renre 
of dependance. FI'he belief of :l (livine being is cert~inl}' 
eitller innate and 11eceff4lry, or has been hatlded dO\\'R 
trom the tirfl man, and can no\v be ,veIl fupported by the 
clearefl reafon. And our reldtion to him not only lays 
the fOundation of many nloral fentiments and duties, but 
completes the idea of morality and Jaw, by fubjeCting us 
to him, antI teaclling us to conceive of hinl, not only as 
Ollr l\faker, preferver and l)etlefatlor, but as our righte
ous governor and fupreme judge. As the being and per
feCtions of God are irrefragat11y efiabliflled, the obligatioll 
uf duty lnuU ultimately rell here. 

It ougllt not to be forgotten tllat the 11eiief or appre
henfion of a future flate of rewan.ls and punifhments, has 
been :ts ulliverfal as the belief of a deity, and feems infepa. 
ra.ble frolll it, and therefore t11uft be COllfi(lered as tIle, fane
tion of the moral law. Shafdbury inveighs ft!verally 
_gaint!: this, as making man virtuous from a mercenary 
~:je\\' ; but there are t\~·o \rays in which we may confldtr 
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this matter, and in either light his objt:aions have liu!e 
force. (1.) "Ye may confider the primary obligations of 
virtue ~lS foutl(lecl upon a fellfe of its O\Yll e:<cellcnce, 
joined with a fenfe of uuty and dependance on the Su
preme being, and rewarus and punifhments as a feconda
rv motive, \vhich is found in faCti to be abfolutely necer-
" fary to :eflrain or reclaim men fronl vice and impiety. Or 

(1.) ~\T e may confider that by the light of nature, as wdl 
as by revelation, the future reward of virtue is confidered 
as a flate of perfeCt virtue, an:! the happinefs is reprefented 
as arifing from this circum fiance. Here th~re is nothing 
at all of a mercenary principle, but only an expeCtation 
that true goodnefs, which is here in a fiate of imperfeCtion 
and liable to much oppofition, fhall then be ~mproved to 
the higheft degr~e, and put beyond any pollibility of 
change. 

\\T e may add to thefe obligations the manifeft tendency 
of a virtuous conduCt to pronlote even our prefent happi
nefs: this, in ordinary cafes, it does, and \vhen joined 
with the fready hope of futurity, does in al1 cafes produce 
a happinefs fuperior to what can be elljoyed in tile prac:
tice of \'ice. Yet perllaps, the fioics of old, ",ho denied 
pain to be any evil, and made the wife man fuperior to 
all the \'iciffitudes of fortune, carried things to a romantic 
and extravagant height. And fo do lome perfons in rna .. 
dern tilnes, vlll0 felting afide tIle confideration of a future 
flate, teach'that drtue is its own reward. There are ma
ny fituatioIls in \\"llicll, if you deprive a good Olan of the 
hope of future happinefs, his'fiate items very undefirable. 
On the contrary, fomctimes the wodi of men enjoy prof
perity alld fuccefs to a great degree, nor do they ieem 
to llave all}' fuell remorie, as to be an a(lequate pUllinl
ment of their crilnes. If an)' fhould illfift, that a good 
Inan Ilas a]\\'a}'s lome con1fort from \vitllin, and a bad 
man a felf .. dilapprobatioll all{l in\\?ard difqlliet, fuite(l to 
their characters, I would fay that th!s arifes from the ex
pettation of a future {late, alld a hope on the one ficle, anu 
iear on tile ctller', of their conditioll tIle! :. 

Thofe who declaim fa highly of vihue being its own 
Te,\rar(l ill this lite, take a\vav one of tIle mofi confillerable . 



arguments, which from the. d?wn of philofopllY, has at. 
ways heen made ufe of, as a pro~f of a future fiate, viz. 
the unequa: diflribution of r,ood and evil in this life. 
Defttlt's they do not ft=em to \'ie\v the fiate of bad men 
properly_ When they talk Ot" remorfe of confcience, as 
a fllfficient pllnifhment, the}~ forget that tllis is fe1dom to 
a high degree, but in the cafe of fome grois enm(.s. 
Cruelty and murder, frequent aas of grofs injuflice, are 
fonletimes fc!lo\vctl \\-jth (leep 11orror of contcience; anJ a 
courfe ofintempcral1ce or ll1tt is ofrell attended with fllcl) 
difmal effects llpOll the body, fame and fortune, that thofc: 
\vho 1urvive it a fe\v }!'ears, are! a nleJanchol}- flltclac)e

1 

and a bllrden to themfc:l\~es an(l others. Bllt it WOllld be 
very loofe morality, to fuppore none to be bad men, bue 
thofe who \vere under the hab~tual c~ndemnation uf con. 
fcience~ On the cent ra r:," , tIle far greater part are 
blinded in their under!landiilgs, as well as corrupt in their 
praC1:ice-They deceive themfe1ves, and are at peace. 
Ignoran~e and inattention keep the nlllltitllde at p«:ace. 
And falfe principles often produce fdfjufiification and 
ill. founded peace, even in atrocious crilnes. E\'ell com· 
mon robbers are fOilletimes fOl1nd to jullify ttlen1felves, 
antI fay-I nlufi: live-I have a ri~ht to Iny {hare rf provi. 
fion, ~s \\.-ell as tllat proud feiio"r tt1at roils in his chariot. 

The ret~lt of the \VllOle ~s, th!lt tile obligation to virtue 
ought to take in ail the fol!owin~ particulars: 1.\ fenfe of 
its own illtrinfic exceile!1c!-of its happy confequences in 
th~ prefent life-a fenfe of duty and fubjeCtion to the Su. 
prtme Being-:md a hOj)e cf f:!ture happinefs, and fear 
of fllture mi!erl,.:r from llis decifion. 

lilving con!id~red the reafonirlg5 on the 11ature, roun. 
clltlOll and obli:;at!on of \~irtlle, I tlO\V procee(l to a 11lore 
p:trticular (l:;tail of tIle moral la\'ls, 3tld filall take thenl 
under the three heads formerly mentioned, :Ethics, Poii· 
tics and Jurifprudencc. 
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A S to the fidl we mufi hegin with what is ufually call-
1-"1 ed the flates of nun, or the fevcrallights or rela
tiOTJS ill \\: Ilich lIe nla}~ b~ \:D!l fi(iered, as Ja)"ing a fOllnda
lion for duty. 1'hefC! nates may be divided into two 
killds-(I.) Natural. (2.) Adventitious. 

Tile natural flates rna}' be enumerited t}Jus: (I.) His 
nate \\·ith regard to Goel, or natural relation to him. 
(1.) To his ieHow-creatures. (3') Solitude or fociety, 
(4.) Pc:ace or war. Perhaps \\'e may add to thefe (5,) His 
outward pro\'ifion, plenty or want. . 

Thefe are called natural (tates, becauf\! they are necer .. 
farv and univerfal. All mel1 atlcl at all times are related 
to God. They were n1ade by him, and live by his pro
vi(lence. '\?e mtlft alfo neceffarily know our fellow-crea. 
tures, and their nate to be fimilar to ours in this relpea 
and many others. A man muft at all times be independ
ent or conneCted with fociety-at peace w itll others, or at 
\var-\vell pro\lided, or in \\~ant. 

rrhe other nates are calied adventitious, becaufe they 
are the effect of c!loice and the frllit of indllfiry, as mar
riage-tamily-maller and fervant-particnlar vdluntary 
focieties-caUings or profeffions-charaCters or abilities 
natural and acquired-offices in a confiituted fociety
propert)', alld many particl11ar luodifications of each of 
tJlefe. 

In profecuting the fubjeet farther, and giving an analy. 
fis of the moral duties founded upon thele fiates, I {han 
firn take notice of our relation to God, with the proofs of 
his being and perfct1ions, and then confider the moral 
laws under three heads; opr duty to God, to our neigh. 
bor, and to ourfelves. 

I. OUf duty to God. To tliis place I have referved . 
what was to be faid upon tl)e proof of the being of God, 
the great foundation of all natural religion; without which 
the moral fCllfe \vouIe} be \veal~ ancl infufficierlt. 
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The proofs of the being of God are generally divided 
into two kinds. (I.) A priori. \ 2.) A pofieriori. The 
firft is, prop~rly fpeaking, metaphyfical reafcning down. 
ward from the firfl principles of fdence or truth, and in. 
ferring by juft confequence the being and perfeaions of 
God. Clark's Demonfiration, &c. (if there be any thing 
that fhould be called a priori, and if this is a conclufive 
n.~thod of reafoning) is as complete as any thing ever 
publillied, perhaps he has carried the principle as far as 
it will go. 

This way of arguing begins by efiablifhing our 0\\7n ex
ifience from confcioufnefs. That we are not neceffarily 
exifient, therefore mull have a caufe; that fomething 
muft ha \"e exilled fronl all eterni ty, or nothing ever could 
have exified; that this being muft exift by an internal ne. 
ceflity of nature; that what exifts neceffarily muft exift 
alike every where; muft be perfea; aa every Where i 
Do! independent, omnipotent, omnifcient, infinitely good, 
juft, true-Becaufe as all thefe are evidently perfeClions 
or excellencies, that which exifis by a neceffity of nature 
muft be poneffed of every perfeCtion. And the contrary 
of thefe virtues implying weaknefs or infutliciency, can-
110t be found in the infinite being. 

The other medium of proof, commonly caUed a pof. 
teriori, begins with contemplating the univerfe in all its 
parts; obferving that it contains many irrefiftible proofs 
that it could not be eterrlal, could not be without a caufe ; 
that this caufe muft be intelligent; and from the afionifh. 
ing greatnefs, the wonderful adjuftment and complication 
of things~ concludes that we can fet no bounds to the per
feClion of the l\1aker, becatlie lve can never exhauft the 
po\\yer, intelligence and benignity tllat we fee in his \\t90rks. 
In this \vay of arguing we dedtJce the moral perfeCtions 
of tile deity from the faint refen)~)Jances of tllem that we 

• 
fee in ourfd ves. As we necefIarily conceive juftice, 
goodnefs, truth, &.c. to be perfections or excellencies, we 
are warranted by the plaineft reafon to afcribe tllem to the 
div;l~e being in an infinite degree. 

There is perhaps at bottom no difference between there 
\~'ays of re;t1oning, becaufe they mull :n feme degree, 
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ren upon a cc.mm"n principle, \'iz, that every thing that 
ex;fis muil llave a ClUre. This is equally neceffary to 
both the chains of reafoning, and mufi itfelf be taken for 
an original fentiment of nature, or an impreffion necef
rarily made upon us from aU that we fee and are con~er. 
fant with. About this and fome other ideas great fiir Ilas 
been made by fome infidel writers, particularly David 
Hume, who feems to helve incluftrioufiy endea\?ored to 
1hake the certainty of our belief upon caufe and efFeCl, 
upon perfonal identity and the idea of power. It is eafy 
to raife metaphyfical fllbtleties, and confound the under
Randing on fuch fubjeCts. In oppofition to this, fome late 
writers have advanced with great apparent reafon, that 
there are certainfirft principles ordi8:ates of commonferafe, 
which are either fifliple perceptions, or feen with intuitive 
evidence. Thefe are the foundation of all reaioning, and 
without them, to reafon is a word without a Ille!lning. 
They can 110 more be proved than you can prove an ax
iom in mathematical fcience. There authors of Scotland 
have lately produced and fupported this opinion, to re· 
folve at once all the refinements and filetaphyfical objec
tions of fome infidel writers. 

rrhere is a different fort of argument often made ufe 
of, or brought in aid of the othert for the being of God, 
viz. the confent of all naticns, and the univerfal preva
lence of that belief. I know not whether we D1Ufi fay 
that this argument reft alfo upon the principle that no
thing can exifi without a caufe, or upon the plan jun: now 
mentioned. If it ·is an univerfal diCtate of our natllre, 
we mull take it as tr.ue immediately, without further exa· 
mination. 

An author I formerly mentioned has ret this argument 
in a peculiar light (Dr. \Vilfon of Newcafi.1e). He fays 
that we receive all our knowledge, as philofophers admit, 
by fenfation and refletlion. Now, from all that we fee, 
and all the reflection anJ abflraf.tion upon it we are ca
pable of, he affirms it is impoffible we could ever form the 
idea of a fpirit or a future Hate. They have, however, 
been early and univerfal, and therefcre mufi have been 
tommunicated at firfi, and handed down by information 



1 - -- .n .. #fa ~'1 .-an~ 111!tr~Ulon tr~m :.~~ ~~ 1_'::.'- ,-0 ·=~l! era e:s upon the 
fuppofi~i\)n of th~ cx;:!:nc~ oi Go:.t :nu! his imparting the 
kn9wkclge of him:'df to m~n~ it is impoffib!e thlt :lny idea 
of him CO~i;J C\·~r have en!ere\.l ir..!~ the hllm3n mina:!, 
There is fomething in&enious and 3. bood dC31 of proba. 
b:~itv in this \\':1\. of re,l:onil)~. 

4 • ~ . 

.I\s to tlle nl!ure of G~~J, the firfi ~hinci to be obferved 
is the uni:y of God. This is fu:1iciently cfiablifued 
upon the reaJonin~s both ~ priori and poUericri. If there 
reafcnings are jufi for the ~ing of God, they are firi8Jy 
conclufi\-e for the tlnity of G«xl. Th !r~ is a n~c~f!it~· for 
the e~iftence of one fuprenle being, the firft c;1ufe, but no 
neceffity for more; nay, one fupreme indepcnde:lt being 
\loe~ not atlmit an\? m!>rc. .:\ntl \\-h!!n \ye \"ie,\~ tIle har .. ., 
nl0ny, onkr and ur~ity of defign in the created fyfkm, we 
mull be led to tll(; belief of the unit,~ elf GOlI. 
, Perhaps it ma} be thought an objeaion to thi~ (efptti
al1y if we by any firefs on the unin:rlal fentiments of man· 
kinl],) theit all nations ha\:e been fo pr()lle to the belief and , 
worfl.ip of;1 plurality of gods. But this argument is ra
ther 1i>cciotlS th~n [oli() ; as il0\,·e\~er l)rone men \,'"ere to 
\\'"orlhip local inferior cleities, t11e:~ feenl to ha,~e confidered 
them only as internlediate ~ivillities cllld il1terccffors be-., 
t\\"een them an(l the fllpreme Go(i. 

The perl~aions of God. ma}1r be- c1i\"ideu into t",o 
killds, A1flllll-,ll and J.l1'or(:/. • 

I. The natura! perfedions of God ~tre fpirituaiity, im. 
nlenfity, \rifcloln und po\\~er. 

,V e call there natural perfeCtions, bcc~u[t: they can be 
cafily diftinguilhcd, and in idea at leaft feparated, from 
goodnefs of difj)ofition. I t is high1y probable indeed that 
lunretlle excel~ence, natural antI moral, n1l1fi al\,ra,'s re· . ~ 

ti~le in the fame fubjeB:, and are truly infepara~le ~ yet we 
cliflillf;uifh tllem not DIlly becallfe tIle i(leas are (lifiintt, 
but hec3ufe they are by no means in l~roportion to one 
d,10ther i'tl illferior nattlres. Great l)o\rers of luil)(l and 
perrc'clion of hoc}}; are o[terl joinc<l to f.laligIlity of difpo
filiol1. It is 110t fc) Ilo\vtver in (-;otl; f'or as 11is ilatural 
pcrr~\~t.ioOs are fOUl1Jtd 011 re~toll, 10 lii~. I11vral cxcel1ci1cc 
-- . 



is c,-idtntiy founded in tJ~e m,)ral fenfe or confdence 
which he hath implanted in tIS. 

Spirituality is \rhat W~ mly call the recry n(:/urt of 
GCA'i. It mllfll1e a~1nlitte~1 tl1lt \\·e Clllnot at prej~nt forln 
any complete or adequate i,!ea of a fpirit. l\nd fomt:', 
as \·Oll have heard forll1erl}~, illfi! l tlllt \\·ithout revelatioJl -we coule} never ha\ge acquireJ tile itlea of it that \-\'e Jla\t>e. 
Yet there are many who ha\'e r~3fonetl in a very firong 
lnd feemingly conclufive manner, to thow that mind or 
inteaigence D1Uft be a fubftance 3.lto;cther diflinCl: from 
matter.. ~rhat all the known properties of matter are in
capable of producing thought, as being wholly of a dif
ferent kind-that tnaUer as fuch !ind univerfally, is inert 
and divifible; thougllt or il1telligence, active antI Unr0i11-

po~nded. See the beft reafonin: on this fubjea in Bax
ter's InllTlateriality of the SOlll. 

Immenfity in the Divine Beiilg is that b}7 \vhicJl he is 
every where, au{l equally prefent. 1\1etapll}~ficians, 
h\»wever, differ greatly upon this [ubjeCt. The Cartefi
ans \vill not admit that place is at all applicable to fpirits. 
They' fay it is an idea wholly arifing from extenfion, 
which is one of the peculiar a:ld elfential qualities of 
matter." ~r!le Ne\vtonians, ho\\·e\rer, \\·hc,lnake fo Illucll 
nfe of the idea of infinite {pace, confider place as efi'tn
tial to all fubflance, fpirit as wen as matter. l'he diffi
culties are great on beth fides. It is 11arcl to C011Cei\7e of 
fpirit at al1~ feparating from it the qualities of matter, 
and after ,ve have attempted to do [0, it feems to be llring .. 
ing them back to talk of place. And yet it feems not 
only hard but iOlpoffible to concei\;e of any real being 
without fuppofing it in fome place, and particularly upon 
the immenfity of the Deity, it fi:ems to be putting cre
atecl fpirits too much on a level lvitI1 the il1fillite flJirit to 
deny his immenfity. It is I think certain they are either 
confined to a place, or fo limited in th.:ir oper:1t iC!lS as is 
no way fo will exprelfed as by flying we 3re here and 
no \\111ere eIre. And in this fe11f,: bot'!l parties rrltlfl ad. 

a 

mit the divine immenfity-that his agency is equal, lIni. 
verfal and irrefifiible. 
. vVifdom is another natural attribute of God, impty-
111g infinite kno~ledg~-that a:J ~:hins;s in all th~ir rda-



tions, aU things exifting, and ~1l things pofiible, are the 
obje8s of the divine knowledge. 'Vifdom is ufually con. 
fidered as refpeHing fome end to be attained, and it irn. 
plies the clear difcovery of the beft and moR ~ual 
Dleans of attaining it. 

Po\ver is the being able tt) (io all things without limit 
or rellraint. 1"'ne omnipotence of God is always conti. 
deretl as an effential perfeCtion, and feems to &rite imme .. 
'diatelJ' from creation and providence. It is common to 
fay that God can do aU things e~ept ruch as imply a 
contradiClion--fllch as to make a thing to be and not to 
be at the fame tilne; but this is unneceffary and foolifh in 
the ,yay of an exception, for futh things are not the ob. 
jees of power at a1l. They ate mere abfurdities in OUt 

conce!ltion, and indeed \pe may fay, of our own creation. 
All things are PC?ffible with God-nothing can witbftmd 
his power~ 

LEe T U R EVIl. 

ld. THE moral perfections of God are boli~ers, jut: 
tice, truth, goodnefs anc} merc}p. 

Holillefs is fometimes taken in a gener-~ and compre. 
henfi\'e fenfe, as being the aggregate, impl}·ing the pre
fence of all moral excell~nce; yet it is fometimes ufed and 
that both ill the fcripture revelatiotl and b}F heathen ,,-ri. 
ters as a peculiar attribute. In this limited renle it is e."t. 
tremely difficult to define or explain. Holinefs is tha: 
charaCter of God to \1lhicll veneration, or the moll: pro
found re\'erence in us, is the correfpondent affeCtion. It 
is fometimes alfo expreffed by purity, and when we go to 
form an i(lea of it, perhaps \\-e can fcarce fay any thing 
better than that it is his being removed at an infinite dif. 
tance frolll the groffnefs of material indulgence • 

.lufiice is an invariable determination to render to all 
their dl!C. • Jufiice feerns to be founded on the {hong and 
unalterable perception we have of right and wrong, good 
and evil, and particularly that the one deft:rve; reward, 
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and the ether punithment.. The intemll fmaion, or 
the t!ttemll and providential fantlion of natuni l~w~ .. 
~int out to us the Jufiice of God.. Toe chief thing that 
meri!s attention upon this fub,i«\ is th~ contrO\-err, 
about what k cl.lled the vindi~ll\'e juflice of God. Th~t 
is to fay, is there in God,. or ha\'"e 'I.e a n~tu~l fente n' 
~ propriety t'f,. a ~irpofitioo to infiid punifbment, in. 
dependently of the confequences.. ,'i::. the refOrnu.bon of 
the ofiender, or the aanlple of ~~~rs. This ]oofe mo. 
nlitts often declaim againft. 'Yet it f~ms pl;ain, thlt 
the fenfe in our minds of" good and ill defcrt, mak~ 
guilt tJ'le proper objell of punifhOiellt limply in itfdf
This may have a relation to general order and the good 
of the "'"ho!e, which however :S Ollt of our reach. 

The tr\lth of God is one of his perfedion~. greatly 
infifted upon in Seripture, and :m effenti;al p~rt of na .. 
tural religion.. It is infeparable froc i.lfinite perfefiion; 
for any departure from truth mutt be confidered as ~\"ifing 
from ,,'"eaknefs or neceflitv. '\~hat end coul(l be ferved 
to a fdf..futh\:ient and all luflicient being by hlfehood or 
dtteption? 

Goodnefs in God is a difpofition to communicate hap-. 
pinefs to others. This is emly underfiood. The crea
tion is a proof of it-Natural and moral evil no juft ob
ja.ttion to it, becaufe of the preponderancy of happinefs. 

~Iercy, as diftinguifhed from ~oodnefs or bc:n;b11ity, is 
his being of a placable nature-Ready to forgive the guil
ty, or to reolit deferved punifhment.. It has been (lif. 
puted hOlY far mere}' or placability is (!if~o\1terable by rca
{on.. It is not D1ercy or forgivenc:fs, unlefs it would have 
been juil at the fame lime to ha\'e pUHifhed.. Ffhere are 
but two ways by which me!l from rea.:on may infer the 
attribute of mercy to belong to the Deity. (1) Becaufe we 
curiel\"es are fenfible of this (lifpot"ition, alll1 fee in it a 
peculiar beauty .. (2) From the torbearance of Providence, 
that finners are not immediately overtaken with punifh
men~, but ha,pe {pace tiivcn them to repent.-\? et as all 
the conduuons drawn fror.1 there principles mull be 
\"ague and general, tIle expeCtations of tIle guilt}' found. 
ed upon them, rnufi be very uncertain. ,yo-e nlufi con. 



elude therefore, that however fiable a foundation there is 
for the other attrillutes of God in nature and reafon, the 
way in which, and the terms 011 which, he will fhew mer. 
cy, can be learned from Revelation only. 

Having confidered the being and perfections of God 
we proceed to our duty to him. ' 

1"his may be confidered in two views, as general. and 
fpedal. [. By the firtl I underftand OUT duty to obey 
h!m and fub!nit to hioi ill all things. This you fee in
cludes every branch of moral duty to our neighbor and 
ourrelves, ~s well as to God, and fo the particular parts 
of it wilrbe confiuered afterwards. But in this place, 
confidering every good aCl.ion as an r.Ct of ol:eaience to 
God, we w ill a little attend to the- divine fovereignty and 
the foundation of it. . 

III fpeakillg of the foun(lation of '\~irtue, I took in a 
fente of dependance and fubjection to God.-But as men 
are not to be deterred from bold inquiries, a further quef.. 
tion is raiffd by fOnle-\vllat- is properly tIle foundation 
of the (livillC don1inion? (1) Some found it direCtly llpon 
Omnipotence. It is impoffible to refifi: his power. This 
(eerns to lay us under a neceffity ~ rather than to COil

"illce us of dut}T. ,,,T e ought ho\\rever) to tI1ink and fpeak 
of this fut)jech \vith reverence, and certainly Omnipo
tence f~eros to oblige us to actual, if it fhould not bring 
us to v-!illing obedience. It is fome\vhat renlarkable, 
tllat in tIle book of Job, COl11pofed on purpofe to refolve 
fome difficulties in pro\7idence, where God is brought 
iIl as fpeaking Ililnie]f Olit of tIle \\1hirl\vincl, he makes 
ufe of no other argument thlll his tremendous majef
t}7 aIld irreliflible l)o\ver. r? et to refl: the matter \\·11011y 
upon tJlis, feems much tIle fame as founding \'irtue 011 
mere \\·ill ;-tllerefore (2) fOIlle fOUlld the divine domi
nion on his infinite excellence, they fay it is the law 
of rea-Ion that the \\t?ifell fllould rule, and therefore tl1at 
infinite perfeetion is entitled to univerfal fway. Even 
tl1is, taken lel)ar(l,te ancl alot1e, does not feem \v 11011y to 
fatis(y the mind. If one perfon is wirer than another, it 
feems reafonable tllat tIle otIler fhou1cl Jearn of 11iill and 
imitate lliol; but it icarc,:!)y [\.:elns a fufIicicl1t rea.iol1 that 
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the firfi fhould have abfolute authority. But perhaps the 
weaknefs of tIle argument, t!,ken in this view, may.rif. 
from the inconfiderable difference bet\\'eeJI man and man, 
when compared to the fuperiority of univerfal and un. 
changeable perfeCtion. (3) Some found it upon creation. 
They fay, that God has an abfolute pro~rty in all his 
creat ures, he may therefore QO \V hat be ~·ill with his 

-own. This no doubt, goes a good way, ~nd carries con
fiderable force with it to the mind, the rather that, as you 
will after\vards fee, it is fomething fil!lilar to this in us, 
that llys the fOllndation of our moll perfeCt rights, viz. 
That the prrxluEt of our own indufiry is properly at our 
o~~n difpofal. 

As upon the foundation of virtue I thought it neceffary 
to unite the principles of different -writers, fo upon this 
fubjeB:, I tt'link that all the three particulars mentioned, 
ought to be admitted, as the grounds of the divine domi
nion. Omnipotence, infinite excellence, and the origi. 
naI produCtion and continual prefervation of all crea
tures. 

2. Our duty to God may be confidered more fpecllUy~ 
as it points out the duties we owe immediately to himfeJf. 

Thefe may be. divided illto internal anti external.-
1ft. The internal are all included under the three follow. 

\ ing, love, fear, and trull. 
The love of God, which is the ~rl1: and great duty 

ooth of natural and revealed religion, may be explained 
in a larger and Inore popular, or.in a more p.ife and 
~riaer way. ~ 

In the firfi, love may be refolved into the four .follow. · 
ing acts, (I) efieem, (2) gratitude, (3) benevolence, (4) 

. defire. 
. Thefe four will be found infeparable from true love; 
and it is pretty much in the farne order, that the aas 
fucceed one another. Love is foundc!d on efieem, on the 
real or fuppofed good qualities of the object You can 
no more love that which you defpife, than that which you 
hate. Gratitude is alfo infeparable from . it, to have a 
livel v fenfe of favors recei\'ed, and to efieem them for 
the fake of the perron from w hom they came. l3enevo .. 
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Jence or rej~icing in the bappinefs and wifhing well to the. 
objea Alld lailly, a deftre of a place in hls eileem. 
,~o.ttver we love. we de6re to pofrcfs, as far as it is fnit. 
ed to our faculties. 

The antler, and more predfe method of conftdering 
t;.e love of God, is to clivide it into two bra!lches, bene. 
vl\lcnce and d~fire~ Anci ioc .. .:ed Ollr affeCtions to God 
kern to be c3pable of the fain:: divifion as our affetlion to 
our idlow.cre~tures. ben!a;?OleJlt and feJ6fh. I think it 
\lritleniable, that there is a difin!erefied J~ve of God, which 
tea minates diretlly \Jpon himfelf, without any immediate 
view to our own happinefs-as well as a difcovery of our 
treat interefl in his favor. 

The fecond ~at duty to God, is fear; but here we 
mull carefu~ly diftinguifh this affeCtion from one \vhich 
~~rs the name, and is different from it-at leall in a mo
ral vicw it is altogether oppofite.-Dutiful fear is what 
snay be otherwife Called veneration, and hath for its ~ 
jefi tht. infinity of the divine perfeaion in general, but 
particulady his majeUy and greatnefs. The other is 
merely a fear of evil or gunifhment from him: there are 
calle<! fometim~s a filial and a ferviJe fear. 'fhe firfi: in. 
~reafes, as men improve in moral excellence, and the 
o!ber is deRroyed. Perfefl love cafteth out fear. Per. 
htlps however oppofite, as they have the fame name, they 
may be faid to be the fame natural affection, only as it 
takes place in innocent or holy, and in guilty creatures. 
Th~ fame majefty of God, which produces veneration in 
the upright, produces horror and apprehenfion of punifh. 
ment it} the guilty. 

-The third great duty is trull. Thi.s is a continual de. 
pendance on God for every thing we need, together with 
an approbation of, and abfolutc Tefignation -to his provi" 
dence. 

~. The ~xternal uuties to God, I lhall briefly pars over, 
being only, all proper and natural ex prcffions of the in. 
temal fentiments. 

It may be proper however, to take notice in general of 
the worfhip due ~~ GOlf, that \\lhetller we confider the na· 
ture of tl.ings, or the univerfal praCtice ~f mankind, in 
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aU ages) worfhip, and that not only private, but public 
and fbcial \\'orlhip is a duty of natural religion. 

Some of tIle enemies of revealed religiOfl, have fpoken 
with great virulence againfl this, as unreafonable, and even 
diihonorable to the Divine Being. Ffhe fublta11ce of what
they fay, is thiG, that as it would be no part of the chane. 
ter of an eminent and good man, to defire and take" plea
fure in others praifing him and recounting his good qua. 
lilies, fo it is abfurd to fuppofe, that the Supreme Being is 
pleafed with incenfe, facrifices and praifes. But it ought 
to be obterved, that he does not require there afts and 
txercifes as any gratification to himfelf, but as in thenl .. , 
felves juft and neceffary and fuited' to the relation we {ianli 
in to him, and ufeful for forming our temper and univer. 
fal prailice. We ought aIfo to remember, that we muft 
not immediately and without difcrimination, rearon from 
what would be praife and blame.worthyamong men, to 
what ~ould be jun or unjuft in (jod, becaufe the cir
cumtlances are very different. Befides, though for any . 
DIan to defire the applaufe of his fellow-ereatures, or be 
pleafed with adulation) would be a mean and contempti
bie charaaer, becaufe indeed there is ruch unfpeakabJe 
imperfetl:ion in the beft of men. yet when any duty or 
fentiment is fully and manifeftIy due from man to man, . 
there is nothing improper or difuonorable in requir.ing or 
expecting it. Thus a parent r-equires refpeCl: and fubmiifi. 
on from his children, a mafier from his fervants; allci 
though the injury is merely perfonal, he thinks himfelf en· 
titled to punifh every expreffion of contempt or difregard. 
Again, every man who has bellowed fignal favours upon 
another, expeCts to fee eV~;Jence of a grateful and fenfibl~ 
mind, and feverely condemns every fentiment or aClion 
that indicates a contrary difpofition. 

On the whole then, we fee that if the worlhip of Gpel 
be what is due from us to him, in confequence of the re~ 
lation we fiand in to him, it is propel" and neceffary that 
he fhould require it. rro honor God is to honor fupreme: 
excellence; for him not to expeCt and demand it, would 
be to deny himfelf. ' , 

" 
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One other difficulty I thall touch upon a little. It re .. 
fpeets the duty of prayer; and the objections lie equally 
againft it on the footing of natural religion and revealed. 
The objeCl:ions are two. (I.) 'Vhy does God who. perletlly 
knows all our wants, require and expect prayer before he 
will fupply them? To this. I would anfwe. that he fup_ 
plies great multitudes of our wants without our aiking it ; 
and as to his requiring the duty of prayer, I fay the fame 
thing as of worfhip in general; it is reafonable and necer. 
fary fo exprefs, and to increafe upon our minds, a fenfe of 
dependance, and thereby lay us under an obligation of 
properly improving what we receive. (2.) The other 
()bligation is with regard to the force or efficacy of prayer. 
Why, it is Caiel, Ihould we pray, when the whole fynem of 
divine provi~ence is fixed and unalterable? Can we por. 
fibly fuppofe that God will change his purpofes, from a 
:regard to our cries or tears? To this fome anfwer n.o 
otherwif~ than flS before, that without having any effeB: 
upon the event, it has only an effeB: upon our minds, in 
bringing tiS to a right temper. Dr. Leechn.an of Glafgows 

in hi~ clifcourfe on prayer, makes no other anfwer to this 
difficulty. ~Pt I think to reft it here, and admit that it 
has- nQ jnftU~Qc~ in the way of caufality upon the event, 
would ill a great me!lfure break the force and fervency of 
prayer! I would ther~fore fay further, that prayer has a 
JeJl efficacy Qn th~ ~vent, and jufi as much as any other 
fecond ~aufe. The ohjeCtiQn ariles from going beyond our 
depth, and reafoning from the unchangeable purpofe of 
God to human aCliQos, which is always unjuft and Calla .. 
c:ious.~However unable we may be to explain it, not
withfianding the 6xeq plan of Providence, there is a real 
infJuen~~ of fecond cauJe~ bpth natural alld moral, and I 
~pprehend theconnexionbetween caufe and effeCt is filnilar 
in ooth cafes. If it is fixed from eternity that there fhallbe a 
plentiful crop upon a certain field, I know that nothing what
f~ver can prevent i~, if otberwife, the efforts of the whole 
c:rea.tion cannot produce it; yet I knQw as cenainly that, 
)lypoth~tically, if it is not ploughed and fown, there will be 
110 grain upon it, and that if it be properly manured a~d 
drdred1 it will prQ'>ably be f~uitful~ Thus in moral mat-

• 
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ten, prayer bas as real an influence i., procuring the 
bleffing, as ploughing and fowing has in procuring the 
crop; and it is as confifient with the eftablifhed order of 
Dature and the certainty of events in the one cafe, as in 
the other : for this reafon the fioical fate of old, was called 
the igna'Oa ratio of the fioics. as they fometim:s made ufe 
of the above fallacious reafonillg. 

LEe T U REVIll. 

W E come now to our duty to man. This may 
2. be reduced to a 1hort fum, by afcending to its 
principle. Love to others, fincere and aCtive, is the fum 
of our duty. . 

Benevolence, I fonnerly obferved: ought not to be con
fidered as the whole of virtue, but it certainly is the prin
ciple and fum of that branch of duty which regards 
others. 

We may difiinguifb between (I) particular kind affec
tion, and (1) a calm and de1iberate good-will to all.-The 
particular kind affeCtions, as to family, frienifs, country, 
feem to be implanted by nature, to firengthen the general 
principle, for it is only or chiefly lly doing good to thofe 
we are particularly related to, that we can l)romote the 
general happine(s. 

Particular kind aifeClions fhould be refirained and (lirec
ted by a calm good-will to all. Wherever our attacll
roents to private perfonsprevents a greater good, they be
conle irregular an(l exceffive. 

Some thinl{ that a calm and fettled gooc1. \vill to others, 
is an improvement of the particular affections, and arifes 
from the more narro\v to the more extenfive; from fami .. 
ly, friends, country, to ail Ollr fellow-creatures. But it 
leems tnore reafonable to fay, that the general affeClion is 
a diClate of·our confcience of a fuperior kind. If it \vere 
only an increafe and extenfion of the private affeCtion, it 
. would grow more \veak, as the dillance from ourfe!ves in
ereafed, whereas in faCt the m::>re enlarged affectiolls arc 
intended ~o be more powerful than the confi ned. 
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" 'Vhen we are fpeaking of kind afFe£lions, it will not 
be improper to obferve that fome unbelievers have cb.. 
jeaed agatnR the gilfpel, that it does not recoml1lend 
private friendO;ip and the love of our country. But if 
fairly confidered, as the Scripture, both by example and 
precept, recommends all particular affeCtions, fo it is to 
its honor that it rets the love of mankind above them 
every on~, and by fo much inlining on the forgive&:1S 
of injuries and the love of enemies, it has carried bene. 
volence to its greaten perfeaion. The parable of the 
Samaritan in anfwer to the queftion, who is my n~ighbor? 
is one of the greaten beauties in mo~l painting any 
where to be feen~ 

The love of our country to be iure, is a noble and 
enlarged affe8ion ; and thofe who have facrificed priva!e 
cafe and family relations to it, have become illuflrious; 
yet the love of mankind is Rill greatly fuperior. Some. 
times attachment to country appears in a littleneCs of 
mind, tbinking all other nations inferior, and foolifhly 
believing that know led gel! virtue and valor are all confined 
to themfelves.. As the Romans long ago made the PuniCIJ 
fides to mean deceit, fo there are not wanting among us 
thot~ who think that all the French are interefted, trea· 
cherous and cowardly. 

On the great b\V of love to others, I iban ouly fay fur. 
ther that it ought to have for its objea their greateR and 
beft interetl, and therefore implies wHhing and doing 
them good in foul and body.. " ," 

It is neceffary now to defcend to the application of this 
principle to particular duties, and to examine wbat are 
the rights or claims that one man has upon another. 
Rights and obligations are correlative terms. 'Vhatever 
others have a juft right or title to claim fron1 me, that is 
my duty, or what I am obliged to do to them .. 

Right in general may be reduced, as to its fource, to the 
fupreme law of moral duty; for whatever men are in 
duty obliged to do, th~t they have a claim to, and other 
men are confide red as under an obligation to permit them. 
Again, as our own happinefs is a lawful obje8: or end, 
we are fuppofed to have each a right to profecute this; 
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lilt as OUt" profeeutions may inttliere, we limit each 
.rs rights, and a man is faid :0 have a right or po\Yer' 

to promote his own happinefs only by thofe means wbic!h. 
are not in themfelves criminal or injuricos to others. 

Rights may be divided or clafTed in fevenl different 
ways; an attention to all of which is of ufe on this fub
jeft. . Rights may be (1) natural or acquired. Natural .15 are foch as are effential to man, and univerfal
Kqqiml an thofe that are the fruits of induftry, the er. 
frtls of accident or conqueft. A man has a natural right 
to aa fur bis own prelervatinn, and to defend himfelf 
&om injury, but not a natural right to domineer" to riches 
(com~tivelY (peaking) or to any particular office in a 
conftitoted Rate. 

(3.) Rights are confldered as per~ct and imperfeCl:. 
100fe are called perfefi rights which can be clearly af. 
ccrtained in their circumftancc-s, and which we ,nay make 
are offorce to obtain wben they are denied us. 1m per. 
Wt rights are ruch as we may demand, and others ought 
_give u~ yet we have no title to compel them. Self. pre • 
. ~tion is a perfea right, but to have a gt .. \teful return 
fara favor is not a perfeCt right. 

AU the duties of jufiice are founded on the perrea: 
rights; thofe of me~y generally on the imperfeCl: rights. 

The violation of an imperfeC\: right is often as great 
an att of immorality as that of a perfeCt rigilt. It is of. 
ten as immoral, or more fo, to refule to fupply the necem. 
tous, or to do it too fparingly, as to cOlnmit a fma11 in. 
jury againft a man·s perfon or fortune. Yet the laft is 
the breach of a perfett right, and the other of an imper. 
rea. 

Human laws reach only, in ordinary cafes, to the per
rca rights. Somatimes imperfeCt: rights by being carried 
far become perfeCt, as humanity and gentlenefs in a pa. 
rent to a child may be fo grofsly violated as to warrant the 
interpofition of human authority. 

(3·) Rights are alienable and unalienable. The firll 
we may, according to juliice and prudence, furrender or 
give up by our own aCt ; the others we may not. A man 
may give away his own goods, lands, money.' 'fhere 
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are feveral things which h~ cannot give away, IS a ti&hc 
over his own knowledge, thoughts, &c. Others, which he 
ought not, as a right to judge for- himfelf in all matters df 
religion, his right to felf-prefervation, provifion, &c. ~Some 
fay that liberty is unalienable, and. that thore who have 
even given it away may lawfully refume it. 

The ditlinClion between rights as alienable and unllie .. 
nable is very different from that of natural and acquired. 
Many of the rights which are ftriftly natural and unive;. 
fal, may be alienated in a flate of 10ciety for the good Ii 
the whole, as well as of private perfons; as for example. 

, the right of felf ... defen.;e ; this is in a gre~t meafure giftn 
up in a flate of civil government into the hands of thO 
public and the right of doing junic~ to ourielves or to 
otbers in matters of property, is wholly given up-

(4.) Rigbts may be confidered as they differ with re. 
gard to their ohjeCt. I. Rights we have over our own 
perfons and aCtions. This clafs is called liberty. ~. Rights 
over things or goods which belong to us. ·rhis is called 
property. 3. Rights over the perfons and aaions of 
other men. rrhis is caiJed al1thority. 4- Rights in the 
things which are the property of others, which are of feve. 
ral forts. 
. 'Vhen we come to the fecQnd great divifion of moral 

philofophy, politics, the above diflinaions will be more 
fully exphined-at prefent it is fofficient to point at !hem 
in order to fho\V what are the great lines of duty from 
man tOfllan. 

Our duty to others, therefore, may be aU comprehended 
in the!e two particulars, juftice and mercy. 

Jullice coufifls in giving or permitting others to enjoy 
whatever they have a peTrea right to-and making futh 
an ufe of our own rights as not to encroa~h upOn the 
rights of others. l'here is one \\-riter, David Hume, 
who has derid~d the duty of juftice, refolving it whoUy 
into power and con\?enit:llcy, and has affirmed that pro
perty is common, than which nothing can be more con
trary to rearon ; for if there is any thing clear as a diCtate 
of rearon, it is, that there are many rights which lnen 
fe\'erally poUefs, which otters ought not to violate. Tile 
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fGuooation of property in goods, I will afterwards thow 
y'ou, is plainly laid in the focialllate. 
• Another virtue which this author ridicules is chafi:ty. 
This however \vill be found to be included in juflice, 
and to be f('un(] in the fentiments of all nations, and to 
have the c1earen foundation both in nature and publi~ 
utility. 

~iercy is the other great branch of our duty to man, 
and is the exercife of the benevolent principle in gene .. 
nl, and of the feveral particular kind afFeCl:ions. Its aas, 
generally fpe~king, belong to the clafs of imperfeCt rights, 
which are firongly binding upon the confcience, and af>.. 
folutely neceffary to the fubfifience of human fociety ; yet 
ruch as cannot be enforced with rigor and precifion by hu
man la\\Ps. 

Mercy may be generally explained by a readinefs to 
do all the good offices to others that they fiand in need of, 
and are in our power, unlefs they are oppofed to fomo 
perreB: right, or an imperfeCt one of greater moment. 

LECTURE LX. , 

j. T HE third c1afs of moral duties is what contains 
our duty to ourlelves. 

This branch of duty is as real and as much founded in 
the moral principle, as any of the former-Confcience as 
clearly tenities the evil of negleaing it and viciom; con .. 
dua in this refpeEt does generally lead us direaly not on
I)' to mifery, but to fhame. 

'Ve li.3}', I tllink, divide our duties to ourfelves into ... 

two hea~s, which will be both diflin8: and comprehenfivc, 
(I.) Self.govemnlent. ( l..) Self intereft. 

The firft of thefe is to keep our thoughts, defires and 
affeCl:iolls, in due moderation. If it be a1ked v.~hat is due 
n.oderation, I anfwer it may be difcovered three ways. 
(I.) When the indulgence interferes with our duty to God, 
(1.) To ourfclves; and, (3-) to our neighbor. 
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,\Yhen our thoughts or defires are fuch as to be contra. 
ry to ~"'e 10\ge, fear, or truft we owe to God, then they are 
to be rl !lrained and brought into fubjeClion-Thus are 
generated. the virtues of humility contentment, patitnct 
and fuch a~ are allied to them. ' 

When our thoughts and itlWard temper are fueh as to 
be any way iI~urious to others, they mull: be governed 
and rellrained ; he.oce arifes the obligation to guard againft 
all the immorai paffions, which will produce meeknefs and 
compofure of fpirit. 

And when we have got but a little experience, \ve {hall 
fpeedily find that an exccffive indulgence of any paffion, 
/o'De, hatred, anger, fear, difcompofes us exceedingly, 
and is an evil inllead of a blefIing. \V e iliall therefore 
perceive the neceffity of continence, felf-denial, fortitude, 
refiraint, and moderation in ever~r thing how good foever. 
( 2.) The other general branch of duty to ourfelves may 
be called lelf.intereft. This, taking in natural religion, 
includes our relation to the Divine Being, and attending 
particularly to that of procuring his favor. Therefore it 
is a prime part of our duty to ourfelves, to guard againft 
any thing that may be hurtful to our moral charaCter, or 
religious hopes. 

2. We ought to be aCtive and diligent in acquiring 
every thing nece[ary for life and comfort. 1vIofl of {\!ll' 

(Iuties to ourfelves, refemble the duties of ~ ·.lft!~e and 
mercy to others. If there are certain offices due to them, 
and if they have rights and claims' in confequence of 
their Rate and relations, the falne is the cafe with our· 
{elves. We are therefore ·to take all proper methods 
to preferve and acquire the goods both of mind and body. 
To acquire knowledge, to preferve health, reputation, por
feffiorts. 

The whole mun be kept within fome limits; chiefly 
we muil guard againft interfering with the rights of 
others. 

It will be proper before concluding this part of the fub. 
jeCl, to take notice of the opinions of the ancients, par. 
ticularly their enumeration of what are called the cardinal 
virtues. 
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Their cardinal virtues were jllstic~. tempcranc~, pru
Jmce and fortitude. Jufiice included the whole of our 
duty to our neighbor. Humanity or benevolence you 
fee is kept out of vi~w, though a virtue of the firft c1afs ; 
but all its exercifes are \\'ith them ranked und~r the heads 
of jufiice ; temperance was by them confidered as much 
more extenfive than being moderate in the ufe of meats 
and drink, to which the Englifh word is chiefly confined. 
The Egkrattia of the Greek.~, fignified not only abftinence 
in meats and drink, but continence or purity, and a mode. 
ration of all our defires of \vhatever kind, of fame anci 
riches, as well as pleafures. Prudence, even in the way 
they generally explain it, feems fcarcely to be a moral, or 
fo much as a natural quality. Prudence they fay is taking 
the wifeft courfe to obtain fome good end. The placing 
this among the cardinal virtues will ihow how matters 
flood among them. Great parts or talents were in high 
efieem. They did not very fully diftinguifh between 
a good man and a great man. Prudence feems rather 
an embellilhment of an illufirious charatler, than a mo
ral virtue. Another reafon why Pn.~ence feems to 
have held ruch a place among the ancients was, that 
their cllief fOllndation for virtue was intereft, or \vhat \vill 
produce happinefs. The inquiry upon this fabjea was, 
what is the fummum bonum. Now to this, prudence is 
very neceffary. · Agreeably to all this, they commonly 
called the virtuous man, the wise man, and he was always 
an hero. 

Fortitude is eafily underfiood, and may be confidered 
in two lights, as aCtive and paffive, which gives the two 
great virtues of patience and valor. 

One of the moil: remarkable qualities in morals among 
the ancients, was the debate upon the Stoical pofition, 
that pain is no evil, nor pleafure any good. Ffhis arifes 
from comparing external things with the temper of the 
mind, when it appears without doubt that the latter is of 
much more coniequence to happinefs than the former. 
They ufed to reafon thus,-Outward poffdIions when be. 
flowed upon a bad man, make him no better but worfe, \ 
and finaH.y nlore. miferable~ How then can thefe bo 
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goods in themfelves, which become good or evil, accord .. 
ing to the fiate of him that ures them. They \V'ere there .. 
fore caUed the things indifferent. The~e was fomething 
ftrained and extravagant in fame of "their writings, and 
perhaps cfientatious, yet a great deal of true and jun rea. 
foning. The moll beautiful piece of antiquity in the mo. 
ral way, is the Tablature of Cebes. 

Let us now recapitulate what we have gone through, 
and then add fome obfervations or corollaries Of) t!" ... mo. 
rality of afiions. \V e have confidered, 

I. The nature of mao. 
2. The nature, foundation, and obligation of virtue. 
3. Have given a fort of general analytis of the moral 

Jaws as pointing out our duty to God, to our neighbor, 
and ourfelves. ~, 

'. 
We D1U'n now confider all moralit}F in genera] as con. " 

formity to a law. '\Ie have feen abo\7e whence this law 
is colleCted, and defives its authority. Men may differ, 
not only as to tile foundation but as to the impclrt or mean
ing of the law in fome particulars, but it is always fup
pofed that the law exifls •. 

The morality of actions may be confidered in two dif. 
ferent lights, but there very nearly related to each other. 
(1) As they are ranked and difpofed of by the law itfelf. 
( 2) in the conformity or oppofition of the actions to the 
la\v. 

Under the firfi vie\v an aRion is either commanded, 
forbidllen or perillitted. 

Cotnmanded duti~s oblige abfolutely, and as cafuiils 
ufed to fay, srmpL"r ncm 'fJC70 at! semper, that is to fay, 
they are obligatory upon all perJons, at the feafons that 
are proper for them, but not upon every perron at every 
time; becaufe tllen there could be but one n10ral duty, 
all (lien are obliged to \vorfhip God, but this 01111 at cer
tain times, other duties have alfo their place and feafon. 

Prohibitions oblige semp~r el ad semper, all perfons at 
aU times.-We mull not lie-this obliges every man at 
every monlent, becaufe no time or circumfiances can 
make it la\vful~ 
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On pe1".~,;Gion we may obferve feveral things. 
I. There ~s (as fome fay,) a two-told .lerID1,ffion, the 

one full and. abfolute, ,yhich net only gives us a right to 
certa!n things w:tll impunity, but implies a pofitive ap
probation of the le£,iflator, and the other implies only that 
the aCtion is left at large, being neither commandtd nor 
forbidden. 

2. Permifiion in natural1aws always implie~ ~he ap
probation of the legiflator, and whatever is done in con
fequence of it, is innocently done, for God and con ... 
fdence do not permit or pais uncondemned, any bad 
aCtion. 

3. It is otherwife in human laws, if they leave any 
atlion open, it may be done with impunity, and yet by 
no means with approbation. I may have a right by 
human laws to fay th~ngs in a covered or couch~d· man. 
ner, which yet may carry in them the highdl degree of 
malignity. . 

4. 'fhe truth is, when we confider the morality of ac
tion in a firiCt or proper manner, the whole clafs of per
mitted aCtions vanHhes. They become by their intention 
and application either good or bad. 

Confidering aCtions in their confornlity to the laws, a 
diftinCtion arifes fir;nilar to the former, into good or juft, 
bad ancI indiffereIlt. 

A good aaion mull be wholly conformable to the law 
in it~ fU[lfiance, and in all its circulnfiances. . It is 110t 
enough that it. be materially good, the time rn un be pro-
per, a11d the intelltion latulable. > .. 

A bad aCtion is that which, either in fubflance or in 
any circumfrance, is contrary to the law. 

In confequence of this, HriCtly and properly fpeaking, 
all truly good or jufi aCtions are equally 10, arifing ii'om 
a perfeCt conformity to the law, as all £lraight lines are 
equally {haight, but all bad aCtions are not equally bad, 
as lines may be bent in a different degree frOOl the Hraight 
direCtion. 

IndiiferentaCtions, if thet"e are any truly fuch) are 
thofe that are permitted, and neither con1manded nOl" for. 
bidden by the ~aw, but when we confider ~he fpirit and 
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llrinciples of true morality, we fhaI} find no a8ion! 
wholly indifferent, becaufe we are under a:l obligation 
to promote the bappinefs of ourfelves and others, to 
which every aftion may be applied immediately or re. 
motdy; and fubjeaion to the Divine wiil may make a 
part of our defign, in dQing or forbearing any thing what. 
c,"er. 

In eflimating the morality of atliMS fevetal ciJ't.Qm
fiances murt be confKlered, (I) the good done (2) the 
principle from which it flows,-fdf-interell of the con. 
traacd kind, benc\'olence or hope of reward. (3) The 
hindrances or oppofition that mull be furmounted, as 
intereft, inclination, difficulty. An objefiion fcems to 
:lrife from this, not eafily fol~ed. If an .a;t>D is the more 
virtuous, the more oppofition, internal and external, that 
is overcome, then the longer a man has bad the ~it of 
virtue, and the mote completely it is formed; the lefs 
merit in bis aCtions. It feems alfo to tu.e away all mo
ral excel1ence from the Deity, who catmot be fuppofed 
to have the leaft oppofition to encounter, either from 
within or without. This objeffion cannot be eafily re. 
moved, but by faying, that the oppofition is in no other 
refpeCt an evidence of the good moral temper, but as it 
1hows tIle ftrength of that inclination that overcomes it, 
and therefore. when a moral habit is fa llrong as to over .. 
come and an~iI!ilate all oppofition; it is fo much ~e mOle 
fxcellent. 

An action good in itfelf, may be made criminai by an 
evil intention. 

But no aCtion, in itfelf evil, can be made lawful or 
laudable by a good intention. I 

A man is obliged to fonow the diCtates of confcience ; I 
yet a miftaken confcience does not wholly abfolve from 
guilt, ~caufe he ought to have been at more pains to oJ>. 
tain information. 

An atl:ion is not virtuous in proportion to its oppoftte 
being vicious. It is no high degree of virtue to love OU1' 

offspring or provide for a family j but to negleCt either is 
exceedingly vicious. 
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One phenomenon in human nature, nearly connefled 
with the mora) feeling~, has been particularly confidered 
by fome writers, viz. that there is fuch a difpofition in 
the gen~rality of Inen to croud to fee objefu of difirefs, 
IS an extraonlinary public execution. What is the de-
fire that prompts to it? Is the fight.of mifc:ry a pleafant 
feeling? Some refolve it merely ilto curiofity, which 
tbey confider as a natural and origilial irnpreffion. But 
there feerns to be fomelhing in it different from no\-elty. 
Others fay it arifes from b:nevolence, and is an exer· 
eife of compaflion, and that we have a flrong natural im
puUe to the affetlion of pity, and reaHy feel a pleafure in 
indulging it.. But t!l\)ugh every wdl difpofed mind is 
highly fuiceptihle of pity, at lean of all the benevolence 
and help that pity fuggefts when the objc:B: prefents itfel£. 
ll-e cm fcareely fay that the feeling is pleafant, or that we 
have a defire after fuch objeas, in order to tte gratifica
tion. 

·rhey who reafon on the fclfifh fcheme, as ufual, refolve 
all into prh'ate intereft; they fay wedeJight to fee objefu of 
diftTefs, becau~e it gi!1es us a fecret fatisfaftion in refleCt
ing upon our own different fituation. I believe there is 
ruch a fatis!aaiof. in Ilarrow and eontraCted minds; but 
to thore tolerably difpofed it has an oppofite effect; it 
makes them rather cc ... fider the calamities which (hey 
tbemfelvcs are fubjea to, than thofe from which they arc 
free. 

P'!rhaps it would be heft to take nlore than one princi
ple '(0 account for this cffeCl-curiofity mull make a part, 
and probably humanity and compaffion, alfo contribute to 
itt It feems10 be th')llght rome little aileviatioll to the ruE:. 
rerer's mifery when others pity hi In-Y et prudent per .. 
fons knowing how °Jnavailing this pity is often choofe to 
be abfent. 

Sympathy is a p.uticlllar affeaion in aid of benevo
lence-Yet like all other private affeCtions, when it is not 
moderated, it prevents its own effeCt-One deeplJ' am:c
ted with the view of an objeCt of diftrefs, is often thereby 
incapacitated to affift him. 

Another quefiion is fometimes fubjoineu to the above, 
_ why men have l)leafure in feein~ Tfilgedy. which is a Uri. 



king repr~rent.~tion of a n'\elanc:boly ca~rophe. As Fu 
as the 111bjett diff~rs froln comedy ~ it may be accounttd 
for on the fame principles with the defire to fee ob~~ or 
difirefs-But one po,,"erful principle leads both to Come .. 
dy and Tragedy-a pleafure in the imitative arts, an ex. 
at\: portrait of any objea whate"cr, gives the higheft plea. 
(ure, even though the objea iuelf were originally temble 
or difgufling. 

\Ve fee plainly, that an indulgence of the pleafure 
given by a fine performanct, is what CTilWds the thea~ 
UllllappiI)~, to gi\pe greater pleafure to a corrupt mind, 
the}' otten invent fuch !celles, and COlldua the lI'.atter Co, 
as to make the Rage the greateR enemy to virtue and good 
morals. 

LECTURE X. 

OF POLITICS. 

POLITICS contain tbe principles of facial union, 
and the rules of duty in a tlate of fociety.-This 

is but another and more complete view of the fame 
things, dra\\"n out Dlore tully, anti applied to particular 
!:afes. Poiiticallaw is the authority of any fociety ftampt 
upon moral duty. 

"rile firfi thing to be confidered, in onler to fee upon 
\\'hat principles iociety is formed, is the flate immetliately 
previous to the focial nate. This is called the fiate of na· 
ture-Violent and unnece[ary controverfies have been 
made on that fcbjetl:. Some have denied that any fucb 
thing ever c:xificd, that fince there \rere Ineo, they have 
always been in a focial fiate. And to be fure, this is fo 
far true, that in no exam pie or faa, could it ever ;aft long. 
Yet it is impoffibJe to confider taciety as a voluntary uni. 
on of 11articular perfons, without fuppofing thole perfon~ 
in.a fiate fomewhat different,before this union took pJace
There are rights therefore be!ongin~ to a nate of nature, 
different froln thofe of a facial fiate. 
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An,) (lifiintl focieties or flates in(lepen(lent, are at thiS 
nlO!nent in a flate of nature, or natural liberty, witll R

~lrd to e~\ch other. 
Another farnom: quefiion has been, Is the flate of nature 

a filte of \\';\r or p~ace ? Hobb~s., an author of confidera. 
b1e liote, but of \'e,·y i1liberal fentiments in politics, is a 
ftreiluollS all vocate for a {late of nature being a Rate of 
war. Hutchinfon and Shaftfbury plead firongly, that a 
nate of nature is a flate of fociety. However oPllOfite 
and hofiile their opinions feems to be with rf-gard to each 
other, it feems no hard matter to reconcile them. That 
the principles of our nature lead to fociety~that (Jur hap
pinefs and the improvement of our powers are only to be 
had in fociet}~, is of the moll undoubtecl certainty-and 
that in our natllre, as it is the ,york of God, there is a real 
good .. ,vill and benevolence to ottlers: but on the other 
hand, that otlr nature as it is nOYl, when free and inde
pendent, is proile to injury, and confequently to war, is 
equaJly manifeft, and that in a flate of natural liberty, 
there is no other way but force, for preferving fecurity and 
repel!ing injury. The inconveniences of the natural 
flate are very mao}·. 

One dais of the above. mentioned writers fay, that na
ture prompts to fociety, and the other, that neceffity and 
-interell obliges to it---,both are equally true. 

Soppofing then the flate fif natural liberty antecedent 
to Cociety to be a reality, let u ~ confider the petrea and 
imperfea rights belonging to that fiate, that we may fee 
more difiintlly how, and why they differ in a facial nate. 

The perrea rights in a flate of natural liberty, are. 
(I.) a righ~ to life. (2.) A ri:~ht to employ his faculties 
and induflry for his own ufe. (3.) A right to things that 
are common and neceffary, as air, water, earth. (4.) It. 
right to perfonal liberty. (5.) A power over his own life, 
not to tllrow it a\\'ay unnecelfarily .. but for a good reafon. 
(6.) A right of private judgment in matters of opiniori. 
(7·) A right to affocia!e, if h: fo incline, with any perron 
or perfons, whom he can perfuade (not force)--Under 
this is contained the right to marriage. (8.) A right to 
~haracter, tllat is to fay, inn,)cence (not fame)-It is eafy 
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to perceive that ·aU thefe rights belong to a Rate of natun) 
liberty, and that it would be unjuft anti unequal for any 
individual to hinder or abridge another in anyone of them, 
without confent, or unlet's it be in jun rttaliation for in
jury received. 

The imperfea natural rights are very numerous-: but 
they are nearly the fame in a fiate of nature as in ~ nate 
of fociety, as !;Tatitude, compaffion, mutual good oftices-if 
they will be no injury to the perlon perfomling them-In. 
deetl they mull be the fame in a natural and in a focial 
Hate, becaofe the very defillition of an inlperf~ right is 
rucb as you C&a"lnct ufe force to obtain.. Now, what you 
ought not to nie force to obtain in a flate of natural iiberty, 
human laws in a well connituted nate .. ill not give you. 

Society I would define to be an affociation or compafi 
-of any number of perfons, to deliver up or abridge rome 
part of their natural rights, in order to have the flrength 
~f the Uilited body, to proteCt the remaining, and to be. 
Row others. 

~obbes and rome other \vriters or the fGt Rler age, tttat 
with great contempt, this which is generally called the fo
cia) compaCl:.-He infifls that monarchy is the Jaw of na. 
ture. Few are of his felltilnents now ~ at Ie all in Britain, 
yet ~t is proper to trace them to the fOl!odation. 

1 t is to be admitted, that fociety began fjrn infenfibly 
by families, and almGft neceffarily. Hence parental au
thority was the fira law, and perhaps it extended for hV9 

or three generations in the early -ages. Though the pa .. 
trons of mOllarchy ore this as an argument, it does not fa. 
vor their fcheme-This which they call the pAtriarchal 
government, could not extend far; or fuppo6ng it could, 
there would be but one rightful king in all the earth, tl'.e 
lineal defcendant of A{lam's eldeft fon, not to mention 
that the very order of f ueceffion in hereditary right, has 
never been llniform, and is but of :ate, fettled in the~Eu· 
ropean nations. 

The truth is, though man for wife reafons, afteJ'\\>-aros 
-to be noticed, continues longer in a family {!ependance, 
than other animals, yet in time he becomes fui juris, and 
when their numbers are increafed, when they either con-
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tlnlle togt:ll}er, or remove and form diftil'll.Ci fodeties, it is 
pIlin that there mull be fuppofcd an e~prdfcd or implied 
contraa. 

Seme fay there is no tnce or record of any {ueh con~ 
tna in the beginning of any faciety. But this is no ar
gument at all, for things infeparable &om, and effential to 
any flate, commonly take place fa infenfibJy, ,hat their be
ginning is not obferved. 

'Vben perfons believe !hemfelves upon the wh~!e, ra
ther oppreffed than prot~ed in any fociety, they think 
they are at liberty, either to rebel againft it, or fly from it ; 
which plainly implies that their being (ubjea to it, .. -ore 
from a tacit contect. 

Belides in Inigrations and planting of colonies, in all 
ages, we fee evident traces of an original cGntraa and 
confent taken to the principles of union. 

Fronl this view of fociety as a voluntary comI-a, re· 
fults this prindple, that men are originally and by na· 
ture equal, and confequently fltt. 

Libeny either cannot, or ought not to be given up in 
the facial ftate-The end of the union fhould be the pr0-
teCtion of liberty, as far as it is a bleflirlg. Tne definition 
of liberty ill a conllitut~ government, will be afterwards 
e:tplained. 

Some obferve, that few nations or focieties in the world 
have had their conftitutions formed on the principles of 
liberty: perhaps not one twentieth of the flates that have 
been eftablifhed nnee the beginning of the world have 
been fettletl upon principles altogether favorable to libeny. 
This is no juit arguDlent againft natural liberty and the 
rights of mankind; for it is ce:tain, that the public good 
has always been the real aim of the people in general, iu 
forming and entering in!o any fOciety. It hts alfo can
ftantly been at leaft the profeffed aim of legifiators. There. 
fore the principle feems to have bc:en admitted, only they 
have failed or been difappointed in pradice, by miflake. or 
deceit. Though perhaps not one twentieth part of ro.an. 
kind have any tolerable fkill in the fine ans, it does not 
f(lllow that there are no fuch arts, or th:Lt the principks of 
them are not founded in nature. 
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Reafon teaches natural liberty, and common utility re. 
(:ommends it. Some nations have f~en this more clearly 
than others~ or have mor. happily fOUI1,d tIle means of efla. 
blifhing it. 

Here perhaps we fhould confider a little the quefiion, 
whether it is Jawful to make men or to keep them flaves, 
witl10ut tlleir confellt ? rrhis will fall after\\1ards to be con. 
ftdered more fully: in the mean time, obfer\ge that in eve. 
ry fiate there mull he fome fuperior ano olhers inferior,and 
it is harQ to fix the degr~e of [ubjection that rna}? fall to the 
lot of particular perfons. l\'len may become Haves, or their 
perfons anq labor he put whoUy in the power. of others 
by confent. They may alfo fometimes in a confiitute~ 
ilate, be maue Uaves b}' force, as a pllnifhment for the com. 
tniffion of crimes. But it is certaiflly unla\\lful to mak~ 
inroa(ls upon others, unprovoked, and. take aw~y tlleir li~ 
berty by no better right than fuperior power! 

It ll~s f9metimes ~en doubted, \vhether it is 1~wfll1 tQ 
take away the liberty of others for life, even.on account of 
~rimes (;omt)litt~d. Tllere can be no firong reafol) giyen 
flgainfl this, e~cept that which is fuppofcd to operate in 
Oreat ~rit~in againfi m~king nlalefaftors fla\yes, tlla~ it 
'\Voulp be ~nfJlvorabl~ to rational liberty to fee any rank of 
men in chains. But .fetting this afiele, it feems plaill that 
if nlen may forfeit thtir lives tp the fociet}?, they may al. 
fd forfeit their liberty, which is a lefs precious bleffing. It 
feems alfo more agreeable both to equity and public uti. 
lity to PllQifh fqm~ fort 9£ crinles, \vitl1 l1ard labor, tl1an 
~eath. Imprifonment for lif~, has heell admitted anq 
praaifed by all natioQs-:-Some have ple~ded for making 
~aves of the barbarous nations, th~t they ar(! aCtually 
1:>rought into a mc;re eligible flate, and ~li\Ve more of the; 
~o~forts 9f lif~, than tIley \\,90uld 11alic ll~q i_l tlleir O\Vn 
~ountry. This argumept may alleviate, but does not jut: 
lify the praCtice. It cannot be caUed ~ rpore eligible nate, 
~flefs agree~ble to themfelves. 

Upon the whole. there are many unlawful ways of ma~ 
~ing naves, but al.fo fome that are lawful-And the prac
lice feenl~ to ~e COul~teIlanced in the la\v of 1\101<::s, \vhere 
TPles are laid down for tI1~ir tr~~tment) and an eiUmation 

. .. 
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of injuries done to them, different from that of free men. 
I do not think tllere lies an}' 11ece1fity on thofe Wll0 found
men in a nate of fiavery, to make them free to their 
own ruin. But it is very doubtful whether any original 
caufe of fervitude can be defended, but legal punifbment 
fDr the commiffioll of crime~. Humanity in the man
ner of treating then) is manifefiJy a dietate of reafon and 
nature, and i think alfo of l)ri\"ate and public utility, as 
much as of eitller. 

The ne~t ftep in opening the principles of the focial 
nate, is to confider the foundation, ellablifhnlent and 
extent of Property. Some begin this by confldering the 
property of man in general, in the inferior creatures. 
JIas he any right to Ule the lower irrational animals for 
la~our, or food, or both? 

I t is needlels to refine too much upon this fubjeCt 
To ure them for lahor feems evidently lawful, as they 
are inferiQr, with ftrength fitted for it, and firengtb which 
they could not employ for the improvement and cultiva
tion of th~ earth without the direCtion of man. 1'hey 
feem to be to man, forne how as the body to the mind. 
They help to produce food for themfelves and 10 increafe 
their number and receive mllch more fenfual pleafure, 
fhariog in all refpeCls with their mafiers the fruit of their 
toil. . 

To ure them for food is thus argued to be lawful.-If 
fuffered all to live, they would become teo numerous, and 
could not be fufiained, fo that death to nlany of tllem in 
;l much worre way mull: be the certain confeq'lence. 
Fllrther, rlature feems to diCtate tIle ufe of tllem tor food 
~n the plainefi manner, for they are feod for one another 
in a regular gradation, the infect to the birds :lnd fithes, 
many pf tllem to the beafts, and the flnaller to tIle great
er, or the tamer to the more rapacious of every order. 

If we take tradition or Revelation for our guide, the 
matter is plain, that God made man lord of tIle ~ works of 
;lis hands, and put under him all the other creatures. On .. 
1y it appears that the grant of animal food was made no 
ea.rlier than to No~h after the flood. 

-- .... 
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Let us next conft\ler the ellablifhment of private pro. 

perty. Private property is every particular perfon'3 
baving a confelfed and exclufive right to a certain portion 
of the goods which lerve for the fupport and conveniencv 
of life. • 

In a very imperfc!8 fiate of fociety community of 
goods may fubfift in a great degree, and indeed its fub. 
filling is one of the furen figns of an imperfea fiate uf 
focit:ty. Some attempts have been made in civilized 
ftates to introduce it, but without any confiderable effeCt, 
except in Sjl3rta, the cOflftitution of which \vas very fin
gular. ) n fmall voluntary focieties, efpeciaUy of the 
religious kind, it mCi}? be efi:,tJlifhed, and \V~]) contiolle fo 
lang as the morals of the fociety are pure. Hut in civil 
fociety fully formed, efpecially if the fiate is at all ex
tenfive or intended to be fo, private property is efl'en. 
tially neceffary, and founded upon the l"eafon of things 
and public utility. 'The rcaions of it are (1) without pri
vate property no laws ,votlld be fuflicient to co~pel' uni .. 
verfal itld~firy. There never W3S fuch a purity of man
n~rs aD<1: £eal ior the public, in the indivitlllals of a gre3t 
body, bllt that Inany \voull1 be i<.lle and flothfuD) and main. 
tain themtelves upon tIle labor of otht.rs. 

~. There is no reafon to expeft in the prefent fiate ofhu .. 
Inan nature, that there would be a jun and equal diftribu. 
tion to every one according to his neceffity, nor any room 
for difiinfiion according to merit. 

3. There would be no place for the exercife of fome of 
the nobleU affeCl:ions of the human mind, as charity, 
compaffion, beneficence, &c. 

4.. Little or no illcitelnellt to tIle aCl:ive virtues, labor, 
ingenuity, bravery, I)atience, &c. 

Some have laid down {chemes lor making property com
mon, as Sir rrhonus l\foore in his Utopia; but in general 
they are chimerical and impratlkable. There is no in .. 
fiance in faCt where any flate that made a figure in the fa .. 
ciallife, had their goods wholly in common. Sparta had 
the mon of it~ but it was a very fmall nate, and limited in 
its \'ie\\'s; bdides there was fomething fo fingular in the 
whole cOlltiituticu of the Spartan government, that its fub .. 



!lforal Philosopby. 

fifting fo long, remains a phenomenon for politicians and 
reafoners yet to account for. 

Suppofing private property to be effential, or at lean ure
fut in the facial flate, the next queflion is, how does this 
property take its rife, or by what ways is it acquirell. 

rrhe original ways of acquiring property may be redu
ced to there two (I) Prior occupation (2) our own indufiry. 

As to the firfi of thefe, it may be allal}7fe{1 tllUS. Of the 
things that lay in common for the ufe of man, I have a 
right to take what is convenient for me, and after I have 
taken it, no body can have a better right, nor conf.;quent
ly any title to take it from me. 

But many quefiions difficult to be refoIved arire from 
the application of this principle. llow far does this 
right extend? Mun I take only what is fufficient for the 
nrefent moment, or may I provide for future neceffities 
~nd enjoyment. In vacant lands mun I take only what 
1 and n1y prefent followers can fufficiently occupy, or 
may I touch a continent and call it mi'ne, though I thaH 
not be able to fill it in man)' ages. I allfwer COllllnOl~ 
utility mull be the rule in all there cafes, and any thing 
more particular, mull be referved till we come to the law 
~of nations. 

Some; fay that the water in large bays and rivers, ought 
to he cOlnmon to all, becallfe it is inexhaufiible, ancl one~s 
ufing it cannot wane or fpoil it for the ufe of others. But 
the fecurity of focieties WIll point out the meafure of pro
perty that mull be in all thofe things. 

l'he extent or oL~ea of property contains three par
ticulars (I) a right to the flillefi ufe. \\711atever is a 
l>erlon's property, he has a right to do with it as he pleafes, 
with this fingle exception, if it may be called fo, that he 
may not ufe it to the injury of others. Full property has 
no other exception, unlefs you call this an exception, 
that if any man would wantonly dellroy the frnits of the 
eArth, or his habitatioll; in t11at cafe though tIle}' "~ere 
his own, people would hinder him, as fuppofing him to 
be mad, and deprive him nr,t only of that liberty, but of 
all otllers. 
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2. Property implies a right of exc1l1fion. 'Ve may hitt. 
der others from allY way internleddling with \\'hat is our 
property. 1'his feerns effential to the idea. Giving a full 
right to one, implies that others have none. 

3. It implies a power to alienate. rrhat is to fay, a 
right of alteration, commutation, donation, during life, 
and dilpofal at death. Thus property is faid to be perpe_ 
tual. 

There are certain thillgS called by Ci\'ilians Res nul. 
lius, ruch as temples, rublic edifices, gates and walls of 
cities, &.c. Temples ufed to be faid to be given to God, 
and in the la\vs of civilized tlates, attention is paid to this 
circumfiance. ' But as to the property or ufe, the cafe of 
them and of all the other things mentioned, is very clear. 
·rhey are under the infpettion of the magiftrate, or fuch 
per Ions as reprerent the community, and are by them kept 
for cOlnmon ufe. 

LECTURE XI. 

IN the focial life in general we may confider, (1) d(). 
. mellie, (2) civil fociety. 

l'he firft of thefe we muft confider as implying and 
made up of feveral relations, the chief of which are (1) • 
the relation of marriage, (2) That of parents and children, 
(3) that of marrer and fervant. 

III marriage we ought to obferve that though all crea· 
tures may be faid to be propagated in a way in a great 
degree fimilar, yet there is fomething peculiarly difiin. 
Ruifhed, dignified and folemn, in marriage among men. 
This difiinttioll is nece[ary, and founded in reafon and 
natllre. 

Human creatures at their birth are in a {late weaker 
and more helplefs than any other animals. They alfo 
arrive much more fiowly at maturity, and need by far 
mon affinance and cultivati(\n. Therefore a particular 
union of the parents is abfolutely neceHary, and that 
upon.fuch powerful principles as will !ecure their com-



mon care. l\1arriage is a relation e~prer501y fctmded up. 
on this neceffity, and mtl'l be fo condlicte,) as to ~lt~e!"tlill 
the property of the offsprin~, and to promife th~ moft ~fli· 
duous, prudent and t'xtenfi\-e care. 

rl'his is the foun<lation of nlarriage dra,,-n from the 
public good. But we ought a)fo ttl obr~f\"c! that man is 
mallifeflly foperior in dignity to the other animals, and 
!t ,vas intendt!(l tllat all his erljoyments, antI even his in
dulgence of inftin8ive prcpenfities, fhould be of a more 
exalted and rational kind than theirs. TherefOre the pro
penfity of the fexes to one another, is not on]y reined ill 

by modefty, bllt is [0 orJered as to require that reafon and 
friendlhip, and fome of the nobleR d~aions, f).ould have 
place. And it is certain that they have~ if not a more 
violent, at leaft a more !afiillg and uniform inftuenf;e, in 
the married flate, than fenfuJI (l~fire. 

It is further obfer/ed by mo!"al writers, that though 
~auty and perronal attra8ion may be confidered as the 
firft Inotives, yet thefe are always fuppofed to be indica
tions of fomething excellent in the temper within. So 
that even love of beauty, in man, is an attachment to mo
ral excellence. Let a perron attend \vith ferioufilefs and 
he wiIi find that the utmoft perfeCtion of form in an idiot, 
or one tlloroughly known to be of a very bacl temper, is 
really no objeCt of deGree Th?ugh in thofe who are little 
known, it is apt to prejudit.:e the ignorant and unwary to 
judge favorably of the perfon. 

rrhe particulars which reiifon and nature point out, re
lating to the marriage contraCt, are as foUO\v : 

I. That it be between one man and one woman. Poly
gamy is condemnecl by nature; for it is fOllnd that the 
males born, are to the females as 13 to 12, or a!) fome fa}', 
as 20 to 19, the overplus being to fuppl}Y t!le greater \valle 
of the male p,\rt of the fpecies by war and dangerous oc ... 
cupations, hard labor. and travelling by land and rea. 

1. The fundanlental ancl effentia! part of tile contraft 
is fidelity and chafiity. This mull immediately appear 
to be eITential to the Purl)ofe of the union. Some \\!riters 
fay that this is efpecially hind\ng upon the woman, in 
crder to afcertain the offspring; but every body mull fcc 
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the abfurdity QC &.ny difiina:p\n, beeaure the eontral\ 
wou~J neither be equal, nor likely to be fie~i)y ehfen-eel 
if it \\-ere Ilot mutual. Befkl~s, as a !:kte :lc-lhor bas "'ell 
obfcrvt(), ii chaftitv be a female Yirtu~, how can Dlen be ., 
u~chane \\'ithout infrir-ging upon it? 

3. ·fhe contna fhould be for lifc-otberwife it woul,-, 
be mort, uncertain, and mutual love 3.nd indufiry greatly 
\\"e:L~ened. 

... If fuperiority :lOO authority be gi~en to the man, it 
fhocld be ufctl ,,"ith Co nluch gentlenefs and lo\"e as to 
make it a hte of as great equality as poffible. Hutcbinfon 
and tome othf:r writers fay there 1hould he no Ibpe~iority~ 
and that their property being common, fhould not be ali. 
enated by the one .-ithout the ether.. Others think that 
perfo:'1 equality of power in two per!c,ns is not confifitnt 
\\~ith oNer, and the common intel-efi, and therefore gi\'t 

aothorit}- to tt~e man, and the I~,,'s ~ moO: nations 
give the m:lli the difpofal of property., with the ref~f\-ation 
of particuhr rights to tbe \\'011\3n. 

Some heath~n writers ga",e the mln power of life and 
death over the \\"cman, a thing evidently barl?arous ant! 
unjuft. 

5. l\Iarriage~ are fomelimes di[olve(} by divorces, 
which our law permits only or three account~-adultery, 
wilful and obfiinate defenion. and incapacity. The tirft 
t\VO of thefe touo(led on the New Tefiament, and the l.f£ 
on re3fon~ being not fo properly a diffol!ltion of a marriage,_ 
as :1 dedaration that it WI$ voirl from the beginning, and 
and never took place .. 

Some writers of moral philofophy add as caufes of di
Torce, contrariety of temper, incurable difeaf!S, and 
futh as would infeCt the oftspring. But Ilone of them 
teem of fufficiellt moment. The Erft \\~ou)d be an e\-i
d~nt temptation to caufdeis aed wanton fep~r~tions
and aU the three may be gu;rded againft by Frc,'!ou~ 
caution. 

Hutchink1n obfentes that in all nations.. marrying in 
near degrees of confanguinit}'" or affinity has been a\'oided 
and abhorred; and he adds~ that the natural and general 
abhorrence of it has been greater than rc.:afon ftems t. 
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di«ate. Hence it has lx-en conjectured to Ilave been 
early tradition or revelation-and men hav(! exercife:d 
their invention in finding out the true reafon or ground of 
the prohi bition. 

One reafon affigned is. lY.!caufe if marriage were lawrul 
to near relations, their frequent intercourfe would be a 
firong tern ptation to uncleannefs • 

. Another; that if permitted, it would frequently confound 
or if;.\~ert the duties of rela,ions, by fetting fome above 
oth=rs whom they formerly ufed to obey. 

A third reafon, and perhaps the beft is, that abfiaining 
from bli>od relations in this ~Yoluntary contraCl: extends the -
focial ties, and produces a I!reater nuolber of family rela-
tions. 

,\Thatever be the moral reafons, it feems to have a 
ftrung fanaion in l)atllre; for it is obferved that marriage 
between near relations, efpeciaHy if repeated, greatly 
,,~eakens tIle human race. 

As to the extent of this prohibitioll, it has been vari. 
ocs in differelit nations, but the moll prevailing has been 
to forbid ail \\·itllin three degrees. The degrees are rec
koned by the Reps of defcent between the parties and the 
common parent. Parent and child is the firll-child and 
child, tile fecond-child and grand-child, the third-and 
two grand-children or frft coufins the fourth-when it be
tomes la\vful. 

Relation of P~lrents and Chi/,iren. 

The firll thing to be oblerved is, that this relation is 
diftinguiflled by the firongeft infiinCt of parental affec1:i<ln •. 
This feellls necefrary~ :is the education of children is a 
duty requiring fo much time, care and expenee, WH\ch 
nothing bllt tIle tnoil: rooted affeCtion \vould jubmit to. 

The rights of the parent may be fummec! up in thefe 
two: I. Authority, which require5 fubjeCtion in the chil. 
dren. 2. A. right to a grateful return in dlle time from 
the children. 'fhe firil is a perfect right, as far ns it ex
tends, but mull be limite,l. 
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Some nations have given par~nts the power of nre snO 
death over their clli)(lren, and Hobbes infi!ls that chi!l!~n 
are the goods and ablolute property of their parents, and 
that they may alienate them and lelt them either for a time 
or for life. But both thefe feem ill founded, becCiufe they 
are contrary to the end of this right, viz. infiru8ion and 
proteClion. Parental right teems in mon cafes t~ be Ii. 
mitte(l by the advantage of the chiJdren. 

ChiJ(ll~n are no doubt to judge for themfel\·~s in mat. 
ters of religion when they come to }-ears ; though the pa
rents are under the firongeft obligation to illftruf\ them 
carefully to the bell of their judgolent. rl~hofe who in6t~ 
that to leave them their judgnleot free they Ollght not to 
be taught any principles, otlght to confider that their 
fcheme is impraClicable and abfurd. If the pa~nts ,do 
not infirlltl them, they \\:ill imbibe prf'jll{lices and C~ 
tratl habits, pe!haps of the \,"oTf} kind, from others. 

Children tn moit nations are con6dered as having a 
right exclu{i\'e of their parents! to property given them 
by others. 

~lany nations have given the parents a right t(\ difpofe 
of their chii(iren in marria~e; but tllis feems to be carry
illg- parental authority too f~r, if it be made abfolute, be. 
catlfe it Ptlts in the power of the parent to difpole of \\'"hat 
is moll etrcnrial to their happillefs thrOtlgh the whole of 
their future lite. Yet it feems very contrary to reafon 
alld nature, that children in early life filOU}cl difilofe of 
thelllfel\:,e~ in marriage \\!ithout C011fulting their parents. 

Since we have denied the po\\~er of life all(} deatil to 
parents, it will be all~ed \,'"hat is the fallCtion of their au
tllority? I anf\ver, moderate correCtion ill earl}' life, alld 
as tIle very highefl punifhmellt, expulfion from their fami
ly, or a forfeiture of tile privileges which they defpife. 

As to tile rigllt to a grateful return, it is an imperfeCt 
right, bllt of tile flrongefl kind-fometimes the civil au· 
thority illterpofes, a:1d obliges children to Dlaintain their 
aged p~rents. 

To tIle (lifgrace of ilurnall natllre it is often obferved, 
that parental affe8.ion is nll1cll flronger tllan filial duty. 
\V e roufi indeed acknowledge the wifdonl of Providence 



in mlkio\t the ioftin~i,"e impuU~ fi:-on~r in Jnrents to· 
nnls their children .. than in childr~n to\\-anh th:ir P:l
ren:s; becaufc the 6rft is more necdf.uy tllan the other 
to the p:1blic gc.od ; y~t when we conl:Jer both as improv
td into a virtuous llifPo6tioot by rearen and a fc:nfe of tlu
tr, there feems to ~ every whit as much W~nds in filial 
iDo~titud:) ~ in wJ.nt of n;}tur~ aff~ion. 

This rebtlon is firft generated by the difference which 
God ha~h p!rmitted to take place between man and man. 
S~me are luperiGr to others in mental po\\'ers and illtel
Jeaual improvement-fom~ by th~ great increafe of their 
property tbrough their oWtl,or thdr predtceffors indutlry .. 
L-xI fGme m:L~e it their choice, finding they cannot live 
otherwife: better, tc let out their labor to others ftlr hire. 

Let us ihortly c\)nfid~r (I.) How f.lr this fubjefiion ex
tends. (2.) "rhe duties on each fide. 

As to the firR it f~ms to be on)· th.t the mafter has a 
right to the labors and ingenuity Cof the ferv;1nt, for a limit· 
til time, or ilt moll ior lile. He ca.n have no right either 
to take away life, or to make it infupportabJe by exceffi~ 
bbor. The fer'tant therefure retains all his other nttural 
rights. 

The praaice of ancient nations, of making their prj. 
toners of war fbves. was alto~ether unjuft ana baa-barous ; 
for though \ve could fuppole that thofe \\-hc ,,-ere the cau
tes of an unjuft \Var deferved to be mlde {laves; yet thi~ 
coulll not tle tile c:lle of all \vhQ foaght 011 their fide ; be
fides l the doing fo in one inftance, WO:l:J authorife th!: do
ing it in lUY other; and thole who fought in defence of 
their c~untry, whe~l llnju!Uy invac.bd, might be taken as 
\\IPell as others. The pr~c1ice \vas alto impolitic, as Raves 
ne"er are 10 good or faithful ,;':-vants, as thore who become 
fo for a limited time by cQlllent. 
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LEe rr U R E XI(. 

OF CIVIL SOCIE~Y. 

Cn,tIL SOCIETY is diftinguiflled from domeftic, in 
the ullion of a number of families in one Rate, for 

Ulcsr Illutual benefit. 
\V C! have before affirmed, that fociety always fuppores 

:\11 exprelft!d or implied contraCl: or agreement. Let us 
no .. ~" fee \\·llat thi~ agreement neceffilrily implies. 

(I.) The confcnt of every individual to live in, and be a 
member of that fcciety. ( 2 .) A confent to fome particu. 
1ar plan of gOl'ern ment. (3.) A mutual agreement be .. 
t\\:eell tIle fllbjects and rulers; of fubjedion on tIle one 
h~lnll, of proteCtion 011 tlle other-1'lleie are al: implied in 
tile utlion of ever}' fociety, and tIley comp1eat the ,',hole • 

... :\O}: ot"jeClions that rna)' be raiied ~gainfl tllis, are ea· 
lily {ol\'eu. Ex. Gr. 1"11ough every individual has not 
given an aCtual COnfe!lt, yet his determillation to live \\'itll 
any" fociety ilnillies it. .l\gain, if it be afked how chil. 
dren come to be me!nbers of a fociety; it is anfwered, 
t!1t:)~ recei\"e tile bCllcfits arlcl partake 01 the rights of the 
fociety (illring tIle \vItole tiJne of their education, and as 
they come to the u!~ of reaion, they both claim the privi. 
lege, arlcl acqtliefce in tIle cluty of citizens--And if they 
fi;}tl allY t!1ing inflJpportable ill their condition, tlley may 
alter it at their pleafure. 

Have th~n all fubje~ts a right when th~y fee fit, to re~ 
move from the fociety in which they are! I anfwer that 
in all ordinary clfes they ought to have, at lean in time of 
peace. P(!rhaps it nlay be ailirmed withjufiice, that they 
W:10 have enjoyed the privileges of any fociety in time of 
peace, if war or danger to the public fhould arile, they may 
be hinu.~red from emigrating at that time, and compelled 
to COl1!ribute th~ir lhare in what is lleceifary to the com· 
111011 dt!fc!lce. 
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\Vhatever is tbe form of government in :lny fociety, the 
mel:lbers may be divided into two cbff.:s, t:le r!Jl:.~rs and 
the ruled, the magillrates and fubjeCls. 

The rights of rulers may be divided into eU:;nt:;!l al~~l 
accidental: tIle effential, fuch as ill general muil be vefted 
in rulers of every fociety; the accidental, futh as m:1y be; 
given to the rulers in fome foeieties, but not in others. 

rrhe effential rights of rulers, are \\'hat require Ino!l to be 
enumerated, arl!l there again by fome gootl \\'riters are 
divided into greater and leffcr dfentials. 

Of the firft kind are, (I.) Legifbtion.. (2.) Taxation 
for the public expenee. (3.) jurif<liB:ion, or the :ulminit. 
tration of juftice. (4.) Reprefentation, or appearing and 
aCting in nanle of tIle wllole, in all traI1f~aiollS, , ... ·ith ad
jacent independent ilates, chiefly for the p;Jrpoles cf Ir.:!.· 
killg \\?ar or peace. 

The lefs effential rights of rulers are man),", and they 
are called lefs effential, becaufe tlley may be Illore \Plri~d 
than the o~llers; fuch as, coining of mOllej9-pofie:ffing 
or managing public edifices-conferring hOllors 011 offi~ 
cers, &c. 

The rights of fubjeCls in a fodal flate, cannot be enu
merated, but they may be an fummed up in pro/celio1l, 
that is to lay, tllofe who have furrelldered l)art of their na. 
tura} rigllts, expeCt the firengtll of tlle public arm to de
ft!flU and il11prove \vhat remaills. 

It has been of tell faiel, tllat governmel1t is carrieu on l1\'" 
rewards and punifhments; hut it ought to he obft:rved, 
that the only reward that a !late can be fuppofed to beHow 
upon good fubjeCls in general, is proteCl:ioll al1d d~fence. • 
Some fe\v who have diflinguifhed themfth'e~ in the public 
fervice, . may be dimngui!hed by p~rticular re\\'ards; but 
to re\\rard t!1e \vll0le is im.pofiible, becaufe the re\\~ar(l 
muit be levied from thore very perfons to whem it is to be . 
gl~Jen. 

After what has been faiel on the foundation of fociety, 
viz. confent, perhaps it may be neceffary to mention two 
exceptions. 

I. It is faid by fome with apparent rearon, that a few 
perfons if accidentally armed with power) may conitrain 



431 Ul!UrtS till 

a large igr.orant rabble to fi.bmit to laws whicb \\1m be! 
for tlleir go<xl. 1'his I \\-Ol))(l a(lm;t in lome cafes, \\-hen 

there is all e\-iJent olafinels and diforder in the mule 
titude, and when there is a mora) certainty tlut they will 
after\van]s be pJeaft(1 "titll tile violence d9ne them. But 
in general ~ t is but a bad !ll:lX i m that we may force peo
ple for their good. Ail lo\-ers of power will be diipo. 
fed to think that even a violent ure of it is for the public 
gOO(). 

~. l'hough people ha\"e aCtually confented to any 
form oi gu"emment, if they h'l\-e bec!n effentiaily deceiv. . 
ed in tile nature and orv:ration of the Jaws, if they are 
found to be pernicious and deliruEtive of the ends of 
the union, they may certainly break up the fOciety, re. 
c~ll their obligation, anli rele:ttie the \vhole cpon a better 
footing. 

Of tM Jijformt fo~ms of gO'C~Tnmml • 
.&~s foon as men began to confider and compare forms 

of government, they divided them into three general and 
fimple kinds, (I) m(\narchy, (~) ariftocracy, (3) demo
cracy. There are ca!!ed finlpie, becallfe tIley are clear
ly dillinguinlable from each other in tlleir nature and 
eifcas. rl"he allciellts gellerally divided the forans of 
government in this manner, becauie n~on of their govern .. 
Inents were of one or other of thel"e kinds \\-ith very little .. 
m!xture. 

l\1onarchy is ""hen tl1e fllpreme power is ,·efled in a fin
gle perfon. l\'Ir. Hutchinfoll fa}·s, nlofllfcl1Y Inay be ei. 
tller al)iG!~1te or linlited; btlt this is an inaccuracy, for Ii. 

• n~ited mC~1archy is one of the mixed kinds of gQ-:~m-
• 

Dlellt. 

But mon;irchy may be either temporary or for life. The 
Roman (liaator~ \~1tere abfolute for a tinle, and fa IO!lg as 
the}.' COlltinued, tIle g~vernnlent \vas pure!}· monarthical, 
all other pc\~:ers beillg dorlllat1t. 

l\Ion~rchy may ~lio be either heredit;lfY or eleai~:e. 
Aritiocracy is that form of government in which the 

fUI)[clne po\,-er is lodge(l \\'itll a [ntall lluml1c; of 11oLles. 
rI"his is cal}a~le of the faille \"ariatio~5 as nlo11arcli~Y, and 
it may be etther temporary or perpetua~, hert'uitrlry or 
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tle8.ive, \vith this di!ference, that a temporary or elec
tive ariflocracy al\\~ays I~uts fome po\ver in tile hanus of 
the people. 1"he moil complete ariilocracy is when the 
ruling party have the po\\-er of cooptatinn \vithill tllem. 
{elves, and can fiH up as they pleafc=, the vacanci~s fllade 
by deaths or refignation. 

Democracy is when the fupreme power is left in the 
mll)titllde. Bllt as in · large goverllnlellts the people in 
a colleCtive boci}T cannot \\rell meet together, nor could 
they traI11aCt bllfin~fs ·\,,"ith any convenience if they (tid, 
tlley ml}1" meet by reprefentatives chofen either by the 
\\'llOle, or by particular (]iflricls. 

From thofe fimpIe forms are generated many complex 
forms; t\yO of them may be compounded together, either 
in equal or in different proportions, or aU thefe may be 
united, as in tile Britifh gov~rnn)ent. 

After pointing out the fim pJe forms of government, it 
will be proper to make fome general obfervations upon 
government, and apply them to the various forols, to 
fhow \\,hether any of tllem is preferable to the other, alld 
the advai1tages and defeCl:s of each in particular •. 

I. There are four things that feem to be requifite in a 
fyfiem of government, and every form is good in pro
portion as it poffeffes or attains them, ( I) wifdom to 
plan proper meafures for the public good. ( 2) Fidelity to 
have nothing but the public interefl in view. (3) Secre. 
cy, expedition, and difpatch in carrying meafures into 
e:iecution, and (4) Unity ancl concord, or that one branch 
of the government may not impede, or be a hindrance to 
another. 

l\.fonarchy has plainly the advantage in unity, fecrecy. 
and ex pedition. Many cannot fo eafily nor fo fpeedily 
.gree upon proper meafures, nor can they expeCt to keep 
their defigns fecret; therefore fay fome, if a man could 
be tound wife enough, and jun enough for the charge, 
monarchy would be the bell form of government. Ac
corJingly we find that in the command of a fhip, fleet or 
~rmy, one perfon is commonly intrufted with fupreme 
1)ower; b\lt this does not apply to fiates, for many rea .. 
fon~. No mln eatl be found \V}lO has ~ither !kill f~liIici. 
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ent, or if he had, could give attention to the whole de
partments of a great empire. Befides, in hereditary 
tnonarchies there is no fecurity at an for either wifdom 
or goodnefs, and an elective monarchy, though it may feem 
to promife ability, has been always found in experience 
worfe than d!e other, becaufe there is no reafon to expect 
that an ejected monarch , .. :ill 11ave tIle public good at 
heart, he will probably mind only private or family in. 
terefi. 

Ariftocracy has the advantage of all the others for wis
tiOliZ in (leliberations, tllat is to fa}', a number of perJons 
of the firft rank muft be fllppolecl by their confultations to 
be able to difcover the public interefi. But it has very lit. 
t1e, or no profpea or fidelity or union. The moll ambi. 
tious projeCts, and the -moft violent and implacable fac
tions often prevail in flICh fiates. 

Democracy has the advantage of both the others for 6. 
delfty; the multitude colleCtively always are true in in
tention to the interefi of the public, becaufe it is their own. 
rrhey are the public. But at the fame time it has very 
little advantage for \vifdonl, or union, ancl none at all 
for fecrec}F, an(l expedition. Befides, the mllltitllde are 
exceeclillg apt to be deceived by demagogues an~l ambi • 

. tious perions. They are very apt to trufi a man who 
ferves theln ,veIl, \\,ith ruch po\ver as that he is able to 
make tllem ferve him. 

If the true notion of liberty is the prevalence of law 
and order, and the fecurity ~f individuals, none of the 
filnple forms are favorable to it. . 

l\fonar~hy e\1Pery one k110WS is but anotller name for 
tyranny, where the arbitrary will of one capricious man 
difpofes of the lives and properties of all ranks. 

Arifiocracy always makes valfals of the inferior ranks, 
\vl1o have no hancl in government, alld the great com· 
manly rule \vith greater fe\'erity than abfolllte monarchs .. 
A monarch is at fuch a difiance from lnotl of his ful)jeC\s, 
that he does them little injury; but the lord of a petty 
feignory is a rigorous taik-maller to his unhappy depen
dants. The jcaloufy with which the members of an arif. 
tocratical nate defend their own privileges is no fecurity 
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at aU for humanity and eafy treatment l\l their infc:riors. 
E.~ample-the Spartans; their treatment of the HeJots
and tile barons ill all the feudal go\'cmlTlellts, iu ulcir 
treatlnent of their vaffals. 

Pure democracy cannot fllbfift long, nor be carried 
far into the departments of flate-it is very fubjefl to 
caprice and the madners of popular rage. 1'hey are alto 
very apt to chufe a faverite, and veil hinl with fuch power 
as overthrows their own liberty,-examples, Athens and 
Rome. 

Hence it appears that every good fornl of government 
muft be complex) fo tIl at tIle one principle nla}- check the 
other. It is of confequence to ha\'e as much virtue among 
the particular members of a communit}· as poffible; 
but it is follj7 to expeCt that a Rate fhou)ll lle upheJd by 
integrity in all who have a {hare in managing it. They 
mull be fo balanced, that when every cne draws to hili 
own intereft or inclination, there may be an over poire 
upon the lvhole. 

II. The fecond obfervation upon the forms of govern
ment is, th~t where there is a balance of different b0-
dies, as in all mixed forms, there mull be always fume 
tlC xus il1~perii, fomething to make one of them neceffary 
to the otller. If this is not the ca~e, they will net only 
draw different ways, but will often feparate altogether 
from e~ch other. In order to produce this tlfXUS, fome 
of the great effential rights of rulers muft be divided and 
diftributed among the different branches of the legiflature .. 
Example in the Britifh government, the king has the 
power of Inaking ,var and peace,-but the ptlrliament 
have the Ie\'ying and difiributioll of nloney, which is a 
fufficient reftraint. 

III. The third obfervation is that the ruling part of any 
fi~t~ mu.!i: always have confiderable propert~,., chiefly of 
lands. The reafon is, property has ruch an invariable 
influence~ tilat \\'!lOC\·cr poil'cffes property moll )la,-e 
power. Property in a Hate is aHo lome fecurity for 
fidelity, becaufe intcrcfi then is concerned in the public 
~'elfare. 



For this tel:on, did men in e~ry nate live entirely by 
agri· u"ure, an agr!lriln b\\" WQult) be nece[ary to libertYt 
becaule if a vaft proportion of pro~rty came into a few 
hands, tlle~p ,,'ow,1 tOOl} take all po','er to themfel\·cs. 
But trade and commerce fuper!C:de the ne~dlity of this.. 
bc:c.m!¢ the great and lodden foatune~ accumulated by 
tr~~~~ ~lufe:t rQ~tion of property. . 

IV. In a wdl farmed fhte the fubjef\s fhould not be 
teo numeroust nor too fe\v. If very numerous, the 
princip!es of ~~vemmcnt C:lnnot exert their furce ever 
the whole. The Romiln empire fell by its own ,,'eight. 
Jf the fut~et.C}s are too few, they are not fufficient to fup.. 
prets internal inrurreaion~ or ~pel attacks from with. 
Qut. 

\:-. It is frequently obfetved, th:lt in every go,-emmtnt 
there is a fupreme irrefiftible p()\~er lodbed fome where, 
in king, 'enate, or people. To this po,,-er is the final 
appeal in aU queiiions. Beyond this we cmn!'t go. 
How &r does this authority e~tend ~ 'Ve anfwer as far 
as authority in :\ foci:t} fiate can extend, it is not atGount· 
:kbJe to :any other uibun:ai,. and it is fuppofed in the focial 
COtnpaa that we have agreed to fubmit to its decifion. 
There is however an e~ception, if the fupreme pou-er 
where,-er lodged, come to be exercifed in a manifeftly 
tyrannical manner, the fubjet:ts may ccrtainly if in 
their power, refill and o'~nhro\v it. But this is only 
when it becomes manil"efHy more ad,antagecus to uniet· 
tle the government Bltogether, than to fublnit to t}1t ranny. 
This refiftance to the fupreme power however, is fubvert· 
ing the (Ociety altogether, and :s :lot t9 be atteml)ted till 
the government is fo corrupt as th~t anlfchy and the un· 
cert~inty of a new fettiement is preferable to the continu. 

.. . 
:mce as It IS. 

rfhis doctrine of refinance even to the fupreme po,,"er, 
is e[entiall,r conneCted \\"ith \,·hat has heetl raid on the 

." 

iocial contrat\, :md the conJent nt:cdfary to political 
union. !fit be ailed who muft judge when the go~em. 
menl may be refilled, I anfwer the fuhjeas in genera), 
e"cry one for h!mfeit: "rhis may 1eeOl to be making 
them both judge and party, but there is no remedy. It 
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would be denying the privilege altogether, to make the 
opprefJive ruler the judge. 

It is eafy to fee that the meaning orthis is not, that any 
little miftake of the rulers of any fuciery will jullify refit: 
tance. \\'e mu!lobey and fubrA1it to them alwa}9s, till the 
corruption becomes intolerable,: for to fay that we might 
refitl Jegal authority every time \ve judged it to be wrong, 
would be inconfillent with a fiate of fociety, and to the ve
ry firft idea of fubjeaion. 

The on::e famous controverfy on paffive obedience and 
nun-refiftance, [eerns now in our country to be pretty 
much over; what the advocates for fubmi!fion ufed to fay 
was, that to teach the lawfulnefs of refifiing a government 
in any infiance, and to make the rebel tile judge, is rub
verfive of all oT(h:r, and lnuil fubjett a fiate to perpetual 
fedition; to which I anfwer, to refufe this inherent right 
in every nun, is to eftablifh injuftice and tyranny, and 
leave e\'ery good fubjea without help, as a tame prey to 
the ambition a!ld rapacity of others. No doubt men may 
abufe the privilege, }-et this does not make it void. Be: 
fides it is not till a \vhole people rife, that refinance has 
any effetl:, and it is not eary to fuppofe that a whole peo
ple would rife againft their governors, unlefs when they 
have reaUy rec~il.·ed very great provocation. ,\\Jherea~ 
on the other hanel, nothing is more natural than for ru
l~rs to grafp at power, and their fituation enables them to 
do it fuccefsfully by flow and infenfible encroachment~. 
In experience there are many inilances of rulers ~com. 
log tyrants, but comparatively, very lew of caufelefs and 
premature rebellions. There are occafi~nal and partial 
infurreCli()ns ill every government. Tllefe are eafiJy rai. 
fed by interefted perfons, but tho great majority continues 
to fupport order. 

VI. Dominion, it is plain from an that has been raid, 
can be acquired julUy only cne way, viz. by confent~ 
There are two other ways commonly mentioned, both 
of \"'hich are defective, inheritance and conquett. He. 
reditary power which originally rofe from content, and i~ 
f~ppofed to be founded upon the continuance of confent, 
(as that of the hereditary POWC! in a liPlited mouar .. 
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chr) is as lawful as any, but when thty pret~nd fuch a rig~t 
from natur~" is inJ::pefitlent of the peopl~, it is abfunt 

'fh;!t which is call.:,] the right of conqueR ought to he 
cxploJed altogether. \\"'e fhan fee by and by what is the 
right of a conqueror in a jufi war. It was his right before. 
and he obtains poffdfioo of it by conqueR. But to 
iound any claim merely on conqudl is not a right, but 
robbefJ·· 

Upon the whole, I win conclude with a few renurk~ 
upon the fpirit and te!"\Jenc}" of dilI.:rcnt forms of go~ern.. 
Dlent. 

I. ~Ionarchical goverr~m~nt has a tenden~~" to poiite .. 
nefs and eIeganc~ of manner~ and genewUy to !U:iuty. 
The fuh;niffion and obietllJiouiiu:!s praCliieJ :It tile cou-'1 
of a n!onarch, diffufes itfclf tllrongn ~he \vhoie nate. 

~. Ariftocracy narrows the olind exceeding!y~ and in. 
l!eed C:l.&~not long fut)fifi ill a le&rge nate. j\ lillall arino. 
erac}", ho\\"ever, may fllbfift as a form of government, as 
long ~s :my other method, or longer. 

3. Dem!)crJ.cy tends to plainnefs and freedom oi fpetth, 
and fometimes t!> a favage and iildece~t 1erocity. Ik. 
mocrac}T is the Ilurf:: of rlcq~~:r:c~, becauf'e \\·t~!1 the mul
tituue have the pol =r, peri'i.:.m:la is the only way to go. 
,·c fl1 tllenl. 

Let us no'.'1 elf!: this fhart quefiion, what is tbe \'.luc 
al'lll a(l\~alltage of civil libert}·? 

Is it nece!I:uy to virtue ? 1'h~s cannot be fuppofed. 
L\ virtuous mind :lnd virtuous conduct is poffihl~, anti per· 
haps eq1JalIy pofiibie, in el"ery form of gm;crnment. 

Is it llecdrary t~ perfonal pri\Oate happinefs -: It may 
feem 10. ,V" e fee the fubjeCis cf :trbitrary governments 
howe\-er not only hap~y, but "ery ofkU they h:l\"e a 
grc:ater ,ittacllment to tht:ir form of t;0\'ernment th;.n thofe 
of free Itates lla\?t: (0 tlleir's. l\tlU if COlltentm~nt ~ ne· 
c~Hary to IIJppinds, thc:re is commonly nlore impatience 
and difcOi1lcllt i!1 a free fiate tilall ill allV other. The t\-· 

~ -
ralltl}' C\·el1 of all ~\b!oiute 111011ar~11 (lo~s nut effect with 
p::r!olul injury any of his fubjeds but a few, an~l chiefly 
t '" r' ,. \ · 1· 1 .. I · P 1 -. .. "J,~ \"~110 nlahC It ~il~lr C4JO!C~ to L~ lle~r 1:111. .. cr~~al'.S 
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in f~ goveil.mrnt, tite ]3.\\- aOtl the m~b (10 mo~ 1l1if .. 
cllief to pri\-ate propen)·, tl~an is l!Qlle ill an~' ;\blo~u,\! 
monarc}},-. 

4 

'~nat tllen is th: :ltlv:tnta~e t\f cil il li~rty ? I fil rJ'O~~ it 
chiefly confifis in its tend~ncy t(\ put in m()tion aU the 
hurnan POWf'lS. TI~refQre it promotes imluHry, :-,1\\& in 
this refp:8 h~ppinc=f~-pr~luces e\'ery btent qUI:it~·~ and 
impro\"es the burnall minti .. -LiL"erty is the nurle of ri(~cS, 
litenture ant! neroifnl. 

LEe T U R E XIII. 

T i-iE ne~t thing in or~!~r, is to tred~ of ,,"hdt is c:lll. 
ed the law of "'ll'lT~ 3nd n,;!irms. It Ills L)ten ~. 

fon: cbferved" that feparate :\n(l illdereoo-!ot fi:\tes are 
wi!h Rgard to one allot her .11 a (late of' n3tural Jibtrt~~\ or 
IS man to man before the conlnlenc~ment t'f ci,-illOci~tv. 

<II 

On th~s i~ver.tl quefiions ari!~. ( 1) Is th~n any fLt:h , 
bw? (~) 'Vnlt is the law? (.)} '\"h~\t is i:s lJ.nC:icn .. ~t 
how :s it to ~ enforcetl ? 

That there is fuch l bw is plain ironl th~ reafuns t!~lt 
ihow the obli~tion which one mlU iies under ti) an(lt~::r. 
If t~ere arc n3h~ral rights of men, there are nlturai righ~i 
of nations. B..xlies politic :n this vi~W', do not tiilfC!f in 
~'.e leaf} irom inili"i(lul.l~.. Pfherefore as bef(\~, reaf~n~ 
c:oa!cience and cammon utiE~r, BlOW that there is a k~\\' 
of nature an{l n3.tiGI1S. 

The qUdiion wlut it is -: l\lufi be confitlered in the 
fame manner. I ;un not ahle to recolka 3ny peri-eH (\r 
imperfea right th~t can bdong to one man, as rli:t!o
guifhe .. l from another, but wh:it bclon~s to nations, f.n'e 
that th~re is UfulHy Ids occlfi,lll f.)r the imperfect ri~h!s. 
If \\·c read OVer t~e Jk:rf~Et ri~hts, in a fiate of n~t\lral 
liberty, (page 417) \";ethaH f~e th~y all apply to ndt!
ons. 
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It will alro appear that the imperfeCl rights apl>Ty ; hut 
tliC occafions, of exerting them are mtlch more rare. };or 
example, it is more rare to fee a nation in a flate of 
general indigence, fo as to require a fupply. Yet this 
fometimes happens. It did fo in the cafe of Portugal, at 
the time ~f the great earthquake at Lilbon. And the 
other natiollS of ElJrope lent tilenl affifiance. It is alfo 
froln this principle that fhips of different nations, meeting 
at fc~, \\"ili (10 acts of humanity to onc another. Son16-a 
tioles alto there are national favors that deferve national 
gratitulJe. But this is feidom merited, and I believe, fiill 
r. 1 , ·d Je,\:.omer p31 • , 

.As to the f.,nCtion of the law of nature and nations, it 
is no other than a general fenfe of duty, and fuch a fenre 
of com mOll utiiity, as makes men fear that if they lloto. 
riou!ly break thefe Jaws, reproach and infamy among all 
nations will be the effeCt, and probably refentment and 
indignation by common confent. 

The violation of the natural rights of mankind being a 
tranfgreffion of the la\v of nature, and bet\\~een nations as 
ill a flate of nattlral liberty, there beillg no metllod of Te. 
()r-cfs bu~ force, the ]a~" of nature and nations llas as its 
chief or only obje::a the mallner of makillg war aild pea,e~ 

In \v~r it is proper to confider c!ifiitlCtly, (1) rrlle cau. 
f~s for \vI1ic}1 a ..ill!l 'val" Ina)' be carried on. (2) The time 
of commencing. (3) 'fhe duration. (4) rrhe means by 
v.~hich i: Ina\' be c~~rrie(l on . 

.As to the firtt, the caufes of commencing W3:r are ac .. 
f:O:J~!1b to t!le pril1cil)ltS above laid dO\\1t n, the violation 
of any pcrt~a right-as taking away the property of the 
c:!~::r nat.:!, or the li\'es of its fubjeCts, or refiraining them 
ii\ t~leir ir,~ln41rjl. or i1illdering t11etn in the ufe of things 
CHnmOll, t,c. There is only one perfeCt right, the viola
tiOll of \v!licIl (Ioes flot fecm to be a caufe of 'A'ar; I mean' 
lllat by \\~hicll \ve l~a\Te a rigllt to charaCter. National ca
ItllllIl\1 is icarct:lv a caufe of \\-tar, l)ecaufe it cannot be fre-

." ., 
quent or of great effeCt. The viola~ion of imperfect rights 
cannot ufl,aHy be a clufe of war between nations; yet a 
cafe m3.Y b:! fuppofcd, in which even thefe would be a juft 
~;tllf~ of '\\' .ir. Suppo[e a {hip of any nation fhould go 
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into a port of another, in the greaten difirefs, and not on. 
ly the people in gencrat but the governing part of the 
fociety fhould deny them all affiHance--l'his would be an 
atl of filch notorious illaumanit}'t ancl of ruch evil exam
ple, that it may juilify national refentment ; and yet even 
here, I tllink there fhould firfl be a demand of juflice up
on the offending perfons, before vengeance 1hould be ta
ken lIPOI} t.he flate. 

Thefe are the jull and legitimate cauCes of making war. 
Somt! au{l to theIn, that wIlell a natioll is feen to put it. 
felf in ruch a fituation as to defence, or as to the means of 
annoying others, that it feems to threaten hoftilities, then 
we are not obligee} to wait till it hath committed aCtual 
injury, but mily put it in a fiate of incapacity: but there 
is no other trlltll in this, but lvIlat is founded upon the 
otIler; for tIle prefervation of our property implies, that 
if others take fuell meafures as are not to be accounted for 
but UpOl1 the fllppofition of an intention of wronging met 
it is often eafier and fafer to prevent and difarm the robber, 
than to fufFer Ilinl to commit the violence, and then to 
ftrip him and rob him of his prey. 
. One thing nlore is to be added, that.every nation has a 
right to join which it pleaies of two contending parties, 
This is eatily refolveu into the general principles; for the 
injured party rriay be fuppoied to go to war in defence of 
fome perfea: right; and the caufe being juft, the imper
feCt right of humanity, as well as general and common 
utility, calls for affiflance to the opprdfed. So that if we 
have a right to aLfociate with any nation, we may be enti
tled to proteCt tlleir property and rights. 

2. As to the time of commencing war, it feems to be 
no \vay COlltrary to nattlralla\v to fay it is at any time the 
,injured party pleafes, after haVIng received an injury; but 
accident or utility, or a deiire in each party to manifeft 
the equity of their caure, has introduced univerially the 
cufiom. of declaring war. This. begun very early, and 
though not of abfolute right, having been generally intro
duced, mull be continued, though there is often more of 
form than of fubliance in it; for nations do otien begin 
both attack and defenco before declaration, as well as make 

V QI .• III. 3 K 



all the neceffary preparations for flriking the mol effec. 
tual blow. The meUling of a dec13ration of '\~r feems 
to be, to call upon the injurerl pirty to prevent it by re.. ' 
paration-Likewife to manifeft to all other fiates, the juf
lice of the caufe. 

3. The duration of a \\-ar fhould be according to natu
ral equity, tiJI the injury be completely Rdrelfed, and rea .. 
fonable fecurity given againfi future attacks: Ule~fore the 
praftice, too common, of continuing a war for the acquifl
tion of empire, is -to be cond~mned. Becaute one tl:ltc 
has dane fome injury to another, it feemsquite unreafon .. 
able that they ihould not only repair the injllty, ~-lt fub
vert and ruin t..l}e offending fiate altogether-:his would 
be unreafonat,le between man and man, if one had 
",tonged another, not only to repair the \Yr~ng, but to 
take all the rell that be had, and reduce his tamily to 
beggary. It is even more unreafonable in nates, became 
the offenders in nales are not to be iuppofed to be the 
whole people, bot 001y the rulers, or perhaps only rome 
individuals. . 

Perhaps it may be liked what is reQStJlfQlIle fecuhtJ a· 
gainfl future injury. I anfwer, between equal independent 
nations, folemn tr~aties ought to be contidered as fecurity~ 
but if falth has been often broken, perhaps fomething 
more may be required. The mutual complaints cf na· 
tions againft each other for breach of faith, makes conque
rors otten demand fuch a degree of fecurity, as puts the 
conquered altogether in their power. 

4. As to the legitimate means of carrying on the \\'"ar, 
in geJleral, it n~ay be faid in one word, by lorce or O~-ll 
violence. It is admitted on all hallds, that this force may 
be nfed againft the perSon and goods, not only of the ro-

. lers, but of every menlber of tIle hofiile fiate. This may 
feern hard, that innocent fubjetb of the flate fhould fuKer 
ior the folly and jntlifcretion of the rulers, or of other 
members of the fame {late, but it \s una\'{)idlole. The 
whole individuals that cempofe a fi:!te" 3re confidered but 
as one body; it would be impoffible for an enemy to difiin
guifh the guilty from the innocent; and when men fubmit 
to a governnlent, they rilk their own polfeffions all the fame 
~ttOfQ with the \\~holc in retunl for the benefits of fociety • 
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Open violence may be {aid to have no bounds, and 
therefore every method that can be invented, and the moll: 
deadly weapons of annoyance may feem to be permit
ted-But ft'om what has been faid abo\~e, and upon the 
principles of general equity, all afts of cruelty and inhu
manit yare to be blamed,-and aU feverity that has not an 
immediate effect in weakening the national firength of the 
enemy is certainly inhuma!lity-Such as killing prifoners 
whom you can keep rafely-killing women and children 
-burning and d~ftroying every thing that could be of 
llfe in life. 

The ufe of poifoned weapons has been alfo generally 
condemned-the poifoning of fprings or provifions. 

1'0 the honor of modern times, and very probably, I 
think, to the honor of chriftianity, there is much more hu. 
manity in the way of carrying on war than formerly. 

1'0 aim particularly at the life of a leader or perfon of 
clUef note, feems to have nothing in it unjuft or impro
per, becaufe the more important the life, it does more to
ward the fi:lifhing of the war; but \,?hat many feem to ad
mit, the brihing of his own people to affaffinate him pri
vatelv, I cannot think honorable or fair. 

~ 

A queftion is often oloved in morals, how far it is law-
fllI to deceive an enemy, efpecially if we hold the general 
and univerfal obligation of truth. To this it may be an· 
f\\'ered, in the firft place that we may certainly with great 
jullice conceal our own defigns from an enemy-as in. 
deed we may generall)r from frieIlds, by filence and guard
ing againft every circmnftance that may betray them. 
Neither do I think there is any thing at all blame-worthy 
in a general of an army uung ambiguous figns, as feigned 
Dlarches of a part or the whole, putting up lights or {uch 
things, becaufe after a declarati, ~11 of \,Plr he does not pre
tend to give information to his enemy of his motions, nay 
it is expetted on both fides that they will do the bt!it they 
can to ever·reach one another in point of prud~nce. Yet 
I can [carce think it right to employ people to go t~ the 
eneluy af.d protC:!ffi!lg to be fincere, tetl direct falft:lluods, 
and deceive them by that falfe intelligence. 
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It is the cullom of aU to fenrl fpies to diico\ger the ene. 
my's defigns, and alfo to bribe fome of the enemies thetn
felves to difcover the defigns of their leaders-The Ian of 
which is, I think, at leaft of a (lotlbtful n~ture, or rather 
unjufi-Though fending fpies is by all approved, yet 
(what may feem a litt1e unaccountable) fuch fpies are al~ 
ways punifhed with infiant de~th by the oppofite fide when 
detected. The ~afon probably is, that pretending friend. 
1hip they ha~e a right to cenfider them as traitors-Or as 
they are in an afl ofhofiilitYl they kill them, as.they would 
do an enemy in battle \Vhell in tllt:ir po\\-·~r. 

There circumfiances app1y to all \\'ar in generai : r.ut 
there is a diftincrion of \\~ars by civilians into t\VO kinds, 
so/~mn and ci'Oil. The lirfi incll.:des all \V3rs llCt\\-eCll 

flates formerly independent, the other. intenlal infurre8i
ODS of a part or one government againft another. 

There has generally been a greltt diHereuC'e in the be. 
havior of the oppofite parties in there dHlerent wars. In 
folemn wars there is a prefumption of integrity in the 
plurality on both fides, each belie,~es his OWl} caure to be 
juft. On this ac~ount they are to be treated with the 
more humanity. In civil \\fars tile infurgellts are con
fmeTed as making unjuft refinance to the ruling part of 
the faciety, and therefore guilty of the greaten cri mesagainl 
fociety. Therefore they are often tre3tetl \\·itll great ri .. 
gor, and \~hen taken in battle, referveu to fo!t:llln trial 
:md public execution. There is feme reafon for this in 
mwy cAfes, \vhen it is indeed an unrea!onable or !In· 
provoked infun'eClion of diforllerly citizens; but th::re 
are m:.ny cafes in \vhich the pretences on both fides are 
fo plaufible, that the war fhould be in all refpctls confider", 
ed as folemn. 

It {bould be obfc=rved" notwithf1andin~ the hofiile difpo
fition" there are occafions. buth in a tre:;~· fer peace and 
during the continuance of the \\'"3:-, \\·hen e;teillies are un
der the tlrongefi oblig.ations to fincent::.; in their behavior 
to eaC(l olher.-\\~hell propoJ:l}S are nla<le for aCCi>lnmo
dating the diflerences, for 3. fufpenfion of arms, for an ~, 
,hange of prifonersJ Cf any thing fimiltlft 



1110ral Phi/tJs('b.l,.,. . ... 

It is \v!)rth w!li~e to inqtlire, \,-nether the greateR ho. 
nor and candor ill \\-ar, \vith a tlritl 3liherence to all the 
laws above laid doY-'n, \vould gi,-e any p~rty a ~at ad. 
vantage who fhoul(l take the Jil>erty of tranf~JJing them 
~as for example, \vho fhoul(l ufe poifonecl weapons
fhould ienu people to tell falfe tlor~es-iho\l)d bribe rub., 
jeds to afi:"lffinate a hoUile prince-I an[wer, that they 
\~t(lu!d have no advantage at all~ but probably the contrary. 
There i~ fo~ething powerful in magnanimity, which fub
due5 the hearts of enemies; nay, fometime~ terrifies them, 
tnd particularly infpires a general's anny with invincible 
COllrage.. Befilles thefe, finifler arts are not fo terrible it·; 

IDay be imagined-telling taUe news is as ealily difcovt.
cd 3S any trick \vhatiOever. 

Prudt:llce and integrity h~,~e no need of an}~ affifiance 
from fraud-acts even of generofity, from enemy to ene. 
my, are often as ufeful as anyatls cf hofiility.. There 
was fcmething very hanjfome in the Roman general, who 
refufed to avaH himfe1f of the treachery of a fchool!matler. 
as well as whimfical in the \Vay in which he punifhed the 
traitor. 

• 

As already hinted, all propofals tending to this purpofc 
ought to be made with the utmon fincerity.. Of all de
ceits in war the moll infamous is that of nlaking a treaty, 
or feckin~ a conference! only to take ad\~311tage of the 
fccurity of one party to defiroy him-by afflffin3(ion~ or 
b)- breaking a truce to figllt \\'"ith adVatlt:lge. 

wI'he terms of peace ought to l~ agreeable to the end 
of nlaking war. Damages fhould be rep.tired, and tecu
rity gl\-en againft future injury .. 

\\-e lla'te often taid that nation to nation is as man to 
man in a iiate of natural liberty; therefore treaties of 
peace bet\\'een nations lhouJd in b~neraJ proceed upon the 
tame principles as private contr.lBs between m:.Hl and 
man. 'I'here is however an exception, that, contracts be
t\\~een indivi\.luals are (at lean b} .. la\,') 31\\·a~·s void \,-hen 
tbey are the dl~a of confiraint UllOn one fide. Now this 



ml~fi not bt\!ti in trtat~s bctwttn nations, becaufe it wonk} 
ah\'"~y$ iumilb a pret~:tt for brnkin~ them. On t~ fide 
0'- the: conquered, a trel.!Y is always ill il great ~"IfCe the 
cffed of necc8itv. 

It is ~(n~nJ!)\ hoW~Vei,. laid down in mofi authors as 
a rriildpl~~ that the terms impt~I~J and fubmitttd to may 
~ fometimes (0 rigorous .lnd ~pp~8iv~, as to julliiy the 
injul(,l p:i.rty in re"olting \\"h~n !hey are abl~. This feems 
to me: to be very b~ in point of morals. It ,,-ould be bet. 
leT I think to lay.. th~t the penple \\·.10 olaJe the treat, 
ihOllJd Ilot rtt~c h\)m it. l~heir pofterity, ho,,·ever, at 
ft>nl~ uiihu~CC', c;annet be fuppo~cd oound to unjuft f~ni. 
tud~ b)~ the denls of t~ir fath~~ 

Let us corxlwe: this fubjeet by a few remarks on the 
fituation ~f lleutru nates. 

I. Every nate h3S a ri~ht, when others are contending, 
to remain neuter. and .flill neither party. 

~. -rhey h~ve a right to all their former prhpileges with 
both the contending parties-may ~;my on their tra&c 
with both, ~nu tnay fl...)",11 the ufual Dlarts of friend. 
fLip to both-only it h~lS been ~neraU~t :lgle~d upon th:at 
the)p are llot to tr'-tt!e ,,"ith atl'- ~f u~em in certain articles - . 
fuppv:ec.l to be cf confC:-quence in carrying on war, parti-
culari}~ l)ro\"i!it>r~::: an,,} arms. 

3. Neutral powers mould keep their harbours alike open 
t, eel}. fer commOll refreinment~ and d:i all aJvlum to fly 

• 
\0. ..-\nd it is held neceffary that the conknding J>O",,-en 
lndl not car:yon their quarrel, nor ex~rcite any homli
li~s, \\'it!lin :he territl)ri~s ora Iletltn.l !tate. 

4. Kc:ulfal fi.tts may purch::.le n~o\'e~b!e goods from 
all}1t of t11~ contending parties, ,,~hic}1 ha,-e ~en taken 
!roln the (\t}.er. But not 10 \\'ith refa1eit to lallds or fo:1$, 

-becaufe if the other party are able, they wiil re·take their 
pofft.~ffioJ1S. 

5- Dctds oi a violent po[dTor are held to be valid, that 
is to fay, if a conqueror pr~\"aiis tor a time, and levies 
tribute from any coantr~r, iiUJ ~fterw3rJs th~ rightful por. 
ie!icr prt:\";ails, it woukl he unjun. to d~m:!.nd the tribute 
a;;i:1, l~ca\!ie tile trlie o\\-ner ,\·~s llot able to give pro. 
tc~l:ion to the fubjeas) and whlt was l'J.iJ was loft through 
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his \~eaknefs. The fame thing may be fakl of:l depen
dant nate; if it owes ::'0)9 money and fervice to a fupreme 
ftate, and ao enenlY exact ;t bj9 force, the prop~r creJitor 
cannot jufily demand it again. · 

On the whole, thofe: things that have been generally re
cei\~ed as the law of nature and nations, are foun,)ed on 
the principles of equity, and when wen obferv~, do great. 
11 promote general utility. 

c 

Jt!RISPlt~DENCE. 

JURISPRUDENCE is the methcxl of enaCling arId ad .. 
minHlering civilla\Vs in any conftitution. 

\\~e cannot propare to go through a fyftem of dvillaws, 
and therefore \vhat I ha\~e in vie,,' is tc make fome preli. 
minary remarks, and then to point out the Dbj~cl of civil 
Jaws, aD:.l the manner of their operation. 

I. The firft prelitqinary remark is, that a confiitution 
is esceUc:nt when the fpirit of the civil laws is fuch as to 
}t.3.\"e a tendency to prevent offences and made men good. 
IS much as to punial them when they do evil. 

This is neceffary in fome meafllre; for when the gee 
neral difpofnion of a people is againft the la\\?s, they call
not long fubfiil, even by a ftria and rigorous execntion on 
the part of the rulers. There is however more of this 
i..~ fome conflitutions than in others~ Solon and Xeno
phDn, as well as LYCUrgilS, feern to have formed their 
plan very much \\pith this vie\v, to (!ire8: the manners of 
the people in the firft place, which will 301 ways make the 
obfervi.tion of particular laws eafy. 

But how thall the magiftrate manage this matter, -r 
what can be done by law to make the peeple of a:ly (late 
~irtuous? If, as We have feen above, virtue and piety are 
inf.!parab!y connected, then to promote true religion is 
the bell and mon efJe1~ual way of lnaking a \'irtuous and 
regular pe~ple. 1..0\"( to God, and love to man, is the 
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Ii.bfiance of religion; when there pre\-aiJ, ch'il talt"s .. m 
h:lve little to llc. 

But ti!is iea()') to a \·er)~ important (l~~~it~ifiticn,. how ~ 
the magi!irate ough: to inter!ere iit m.1He:s of :-digioo. 
Religious fentiments IT\! \'(1 Y ,-ariouS-:Ult: ~~ .. e h.,'e ~:. 
ven it as one of' the perJe~l ri~i~is ill Ili:lln) l:~rt,·,.:tOO 

~ . 
which ought not to be alienat~d e\'en in fOci::t)- .. th;.tt e\-t. 

ry one fhould judj:!e for himfdf in matters of re!igicn .. 
\Vhat the magiflrate may do Oil this l~br-d :~ems to be 

cOllfined to the three iolJo\villg particlIJars. 
(1,) The magifirate (or rul:n.: P~r:t of any fociery) oui-tt 

to encollrage piety by tlis o\\-n examp1e,. :tlld b)- endeavor .. 
ing to make it an objet\: of llUblic eileem.. \ \nenever 
the general opinion is in f~vor of an}~ thing, it will hl.e 
many followefs.. ~lagifirates 1&31 promote and encnu· 
rage men of piety and virtlle, and tiley Dla}- (iifcounte. 
nance ulofe WllOll} it wou](l be improper to punifb. 

(2,) or-be magiiirate OUtht to def'Cnd the rights of con. 
fciellce, and tolerate a11 in their religious ienbDlents that 
are not injurious to their neighbors. In the ancient hea
t!~n fiates there ,'.-as lefs occaf,vo for this, ~caufe in the 
',}-fiem \)f polytheifm the difTc!rent gods and rites were Mt 
fuppof~ to be oppofite, but co-ordinate and confillent ; but 
""hen there is believed to be but 011e G<xl, the tentiments 
about his nature alld \vorf)lip \\'i11 oftl 1 be confidertd as 
effentially repugnant one to another. 

rrlle pretellce of infidels, that perfecution only belongs 
to the Cllriftian T(!ligion, is abiurd, for the Chriiiian \\~as 
the lirft religion !I,at \vas peri"ec II tee, and it \vas tIle ne· 
ce[ary coniequence of faying., that the gods vf the heathens 
,\~ere no gods • 

.. ~t l)ref~llt as tflings are fituatell, one o!' the mofi inlpor. 
t~nt duties of the lUlgiiiracy is to protefi tile rights of 
COllfci~nce. 

It is cummQnly faid, ho\\-e'..'er, th~t in c~re any fea 
I.olds ten~ts fl:ll\·erfi\'~ of loc:~,t\~ :tllli illCOllfitlent \\~ith the ., 
f!ghts of others, triat they ou~ht not to be toleratec.. On 
t;}!S f~ot:ng Popery is not t~!erated in Grc:=at Britain; 
i~C3.l~i~ th~y prote!s t'n~ir~ i~lbj xli on to " loreign power, 
~~~!.: it!.' (lfRcmc; ~!ld !h::-et~: e Gl:lfl be in oppofi~ion to 



!h~ pmpt'r int~rcll of !heir own fiate; and btt3ufe ,";0-
Jcnce or perr~cu~on tor rdiiioa is a part of l"~ir religion, 
,,"hieb nl:lkes tbt.'ir prof(lC'r!~· threaten ruin t~ ot~n-.s 
,,-ell .IS the principle imput~l to them, which they d~ny. 
that !:&i,h IS no-: :0 be k~pt \\-i,h ~n:tics. _ Hut ho\\-~\-~r 
j.11l this may be in ~ WAy of re~Jooin~,. \\-e ought in gene:-
TtlJ to guanl a~~inti pert«u:ion on a reli~ious account as 
much;ts IlOfJible.. beaute iuch as hoM abSurd t~nets are 
fcfJom dangerous .. Jler+.aps t~y :ire I_ever (Iangerou~ bt!t 
,,-hen the~" are oPFr~iTett Papitis ~~ tolerated in Holland 
wi!bout d.ln~r to lib::rty. ..~Ild thOtlgh not pf('~rJy lolt. 
rated, thev are now cOl\ni.e-.i at in Britain . . 

In ancient times,. in great thtes the ~nrorial po,,-er was 
found nect:fr,uy to their conlinu3nce, which infpefled the 
manners of men. It teems prob.lble, thlt fupporting the 
religious fcas in mc;d~m times anlwers this ~nd, tor the 
particll)~r difcipline of each f~, is intended lor the cor· 
--.n- r n:u.IOO i). manners. 

(3-) The magiRr.lte may enaCt Ja\vs for the puniOl
tncnt of atts of prololnity and impiety. The diffc:rent fen. 
ti.nents of mell in religion, otlght not by any OleaDS to 
encourage or give a fanaion to fuch a8s as any of them 
CQunt profane. 

Alan}- are of opinion that befides all t.ltis, the magif .. 
trate ought to make public prfJvifion for th~ worfhip of 
God, in fuch manner 3S is agreeable to the great body of 
the fOciety; though at the fame time all who dilient frolla 
it, are fully tolerat~d.. And indeed there feems to be a 
good deal of reafon for it, that f~ infirutt\on may be pro
vi(led for the bulk of comnlon people, \\11 ho would, many 
of them, neither fupport nor employ teachers, unlefs tiley 
were obligeJ- Ffhe magiltrate ~ S right in this cafe, feems to 
be fometJlillg like lllat of the parent, they have a right to 
inftrud:, bllt not to confirain. 

2. T'he Icconc.! preliminary remark is, that laws fhou1c.l 
be fo framed as to promote fuch principles in general, as 
are favorable to good goverr.~nenl, and particular1y that 
principle, if there be one, that gave rife to th~ connit\ition~ 
and is coo\!enil\l to it. '". 

\! OLe DJ. 
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Such a princiFle as I have in view, i$ generally the 
point of honor in a country, snd this lawgivers and ad. 
minifirators oi law fhould endeavor to r;referve in its full 
Yigor, for whenever it is undermined,' the confiitution 
goes to ruin. 

Ofthefe principles, fobriety, induftry~ and public fpi
nt are the chief.. Some nates are formed to fubfift by Co. 
briely and parlimon y, as the Lacedemonians. 
. Induftry is the prevailing principle in others, as in 
Holland. Public fpint in others, as in Greece, ancient 
Rome, and Britain. Only p~blic fpirit may be diver. 
fified, fometimes it is a paffioG for acquiring glory and do
minion, as in Rome, and fometimes for'preferving liberty, 
as in Greece and Britain. 

"When I ray that in the management of a frate, the 
utrnoft attention fhould be given to the principle of the 
conilitution, to preferve it in its vigor, I mean that 
though aJ{ other .:rilnes are bad, and in part t~nd to the 
ruin of a fiate, yet this is much more the cafe with crimes 
againft that principle than any other. Any act of im. 
morality Vlas bad at Spana, but to make poverty and 
parfimony reproachfu.l, and to introduee fine houles and 
furniture, and delicate ent:rtainmen~s, would have been 
infiant ruin. 

Any aCt of iOlmorality would be hllrtfu! in Holland, 
but to make fraudulent bankruptcy lefs infamous. than it 
is, would immcdiatel}~ dellroy theln. 

Sobriety, indufiry, and public fpirit are nearly allied, 
and have a reciprocal influence upon one another. Yet 
there may be a great degree of rome of them, in the al>
renee of the others. In Sparta there \vas much fobriety 
and public fpirit, but little imJufiry. In Athens, indue. 
try and public fpirit, with very little parfimony. 

In 0Pl~ofition to tile \\' llole of this, Mandeville wrote a 
book called Tbe filblc of t.be Bt~s, \Vllich feems to be 
levelled againfi fobricty, induftry and public fpirit~ all 
at once; his pofition is, thai pri~ale 'Oices are public iJ,m(. 
fits, and th~~ the walle and lu·xury of one man fup .. 
plies the \\'ants of anothe~; t'ut it is eafy to overthro\\- his 
realoning, for thouC;h fobcr and indufirious perfons fpend.. 
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each lefs than a profllfe perfon, yet fobriety and induftry 
tend much more to population, and by that means they are 
mutually ferviceable to each other. Luxury and vice on ... 
ly wane and de ft roy , they add nothing to the common 
flock of property or of happinefs. Experience fully julli ... 
fies this, for though from the luxury of one man another 
may reap fome gain, the lUxury of a nation alrfays tends 
to the ruin of that nation. 

3. A third preliminary remark is, that lawl may be 
of two kinds, either written, or in the breafls of magi
ftrate~. I n every conftitution of note, there is fomething 
of each of there kinds. It is uncertain whether it is bet. 
ter to have many or few fpec:~ laws. On the one band 
it feems to be the very fpirit of a free conftitution, to haye 
el ery thing as ftrialy defined as poffible, and to leave 
little in the power of ~e judge. But on the other hand~ 
a multiplicity of laws is fo apt to lead to litigation and to 
end in ambiguity, that perhaps judges of equity t chofen 
by the diftrift in whiCh they live and are to at\, and cho
fen but for a time, would be a more juft and equitable 
method of ending diiferences. But the difficulty of fet. 
tlin~ a conftitution fo as always to fecure the eleCtion of 
impartial judges, has made modern flates where there is 
liberty, prefer a multiplicity of written laws. 

4- The laft preliminary remark is, U!!t no human 
conllitution :an be fo formed, but that the~ mull be ex
ceptions to every law. So that there may be in every 
nation oppreffion under form or law, according to tha 
old maxim, fummum JOs fumma injuria. This fur. 
ther fhews the nece1lity of forming the manners of a 
people. 

After h;lving laid ~own thefe preliminaries, we may 
obferve that the objet} of civil laws may be divided into 
the three following particularsJ 

I. To ratify the moral !aws by the fanClion of the fo
dety. The tranfgreffion of fuch laws are called (rim~$, 
as profanity, adultery, murder, calumny, &c. And they 
are profecuted and punHhed by order of the public, ac. 
cording to the fpirit of e,·ery conflitution. 

l. To Jay down a plan for all contraCb in the com, 



merce or intercuurfe ~t,,"eC'n man 30\1 man. To fhow 
\\-llell a coll\r~~l is v31iJ, anil ho,," to be provedt The 
tran'grcffions of fu~h laws are caUed frauds. l"hey 
chiefly regard the acquifition, tnnfmillion, or alienaticm 
of pror~rty. ' 

3. To lim:t and dire(} perfons in the exercife of 
their OlVO right~ and oblige them to fhow refpetl to the 
interfering rigl-.ts of others. This contains the whole of 
what is called the police of a C01.1otry .---~\nd the trent: 
greffion of fuco laws are called trtSpl!$sts. A number of 
things in this view may become iilepl \vhich before \vere 

.. I Ilot lDlmora •• 

Of tl~ Sanction tif tk llloral Laws. 

In all polifh~d nations, there are pllniOlments annex~ 
to the tranfgretlion of the monl Iaws~ whether againft 
GOll, our nei~hbor, or ourfel\'es; ill tile (Ioing of ,,"hich, 
the three foHowinJ.! things are chiefly necefi'~lfY, 

(10) rro determine what crimes and what degree of 
the iaole crime, are to be inquired illto by the civil rna· . 
J!iflrate. It is of neceffity tll~t ill a free fiate crilnes 
fhould be preciiely defined, that men may not be igno. 
rantly or ralbly drawn into ~hemo There are degrees 
of every crime-prof3nity, impurity, violence, Dander, 
that are blameah!e in point of nlorals, nay, even fuch as 
may fall under the <lifcipline of a religious fociety-tllat 
if they were made cogllifabl~ by the civil magifirate, \\'ouJd 
lllultiply la\\'s al1d trials beyond meafure. 

(2.) 1'0 appoint the methods of afcertaining the com· 
million of crimes. l"his is ufually by tefiimony in 
which \\-e are to COllfider tIle nunlber aI1d charaCler of 
the witneffc::s. Generally through chriftendom, and in. 
deed moll othtr p<lrrs of the world, tWO witneffes have 
been efieeme(l 11eceffary to fix crilnes lIpOll an accufell 
perJon; not but that the I)ofitive e\-idence of one perion 

, of judg!llelit ancl ul1taintecl charaCter is, in many cafes, 
fufiicient to gain belief and often firnnger than two of 
Unk[lO\\~n or (loubtful credit, Ullt it \V~S nece1f~ry 
to lay down fOlue rule, and t "'0 are requin:d to guard 
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apinn the danger of hired evidence, and to give an op
portunity oftrying how they agree together. ~ro have 
required more would have marie a proof difficult or iDl
poffible in many cafes. 

It feems to be a maxim in la\v, and founded on reafon, 
that in the cafe of \vhat are called occult crimes, fuell as 
murder, adllitery, forgery, and fOllle others, \\'here the 
nature of the thing ihows that there mull be a penury of 
evidence, they fometinles content tllemlelv:s \vith fe\ver 
\\:itneffes, if there are corroborating circumfianaes to 
ftreQgthen their tefiimony. 

It feems to be a matter not eafily decided, \\=-hether it 
be agreeable to reafon and juHice, in the cafe of very atro
tious crimes, that 0(1 aCCOllot of the atrocity, less evidellce ., 

fhould be fufficiellt for conviCtion, or that i1l01
a

C filoUJd be 
required, On the one hand, the more'atrocious the crime, 
the greater the hurt to fociety, and the more need of Pllb
lie vengeance. On the other Iland, the more atrociOllS 
the crime, and the heavier the punilhmellt, it feems agree
able to jullice that the conv~l:!:ion !hculd be Upi>11 the more 
unqueftioneu evidence. Lawyers are feen to take their 
common places, fometimes the one \vay, fOloetioles tIle 
other. It is often thought that in praCtice, lefs evidence 
is fufficient to conviCl: a man of murder, forger}', rape, 
and other crimes of a deep (lye. But I am perfuaded 
that the appearance is o\ving to the greater and more ge
neral eagerneis to difcover tIle perpetrators of fuel1 crimesa 
Others are fuft"ered to efcape more eafily, not tllat 'more 
evidence is necefrary, but that it is more difficult to get at 
the evidence. 

Evidence may be difiinguilhed into two kinos, direct 
al1d cil·cllnzstantial. DireCt evidence is \Vllen tIle \rit
neUes fwear to their fight or :.dowledge of the acd&!d 

. comrnittiilg the crime. CircllmflantiaJ, \vhen tlley 0111y 
fwear to certain faCts which cannot be fupporeo to have 
exiileu unlefs the crime had been committed. As a mail 
found, dead-another found near the place-with a weapon 
bloody,-or clothes bloody, &c. Some have affirmed that 
circ\,lmtlalltial evidence is firanger than ciireCl, but it nluJl 
be taken with very great caution and judgment. 
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(3.) The law is to proportion and appoint the puniib. 
ment due to every crime when proven. 

Punifhment in all regular flates, is taken wholly (lut of 
the hands of the injured perfons, and committed to the 
rnagifirate, though in many or moil cafes the injured par. 
ty is fuffc::red to join the magifirate in the profecution, and 
to have :t. c~rtaiQ claim, by way of reparation, as ·far as that 
is prafticable. ' . 

Therefore the punifhment in general mnil confin of two 
parts, (1) reparation to the filflerer, (2) the ~indiaa pub
lica, \\'hich has fooletinles two ends in view, to be aq;ex. 
am pie to others, and to reclaim and reform the offender, 
as in corporal punifhment lefs than death. Sometimes 
but one, the good of others in the example, as in capital 
punHhments, and banifhment. 

The kind of punifhmeot and the degree, is left whoJly 
to different lawgivers, and the fpirit of different confiitu. 
lions. Public utiiity is the rule. Punifument is not al. 
ways proportioned · to "(he atrocioufnefs of the crime in 
point of morals, but to the frequency of it, and the dan. 
ger of its prevailillg. 

Some nations require, and fome will bear greater reve. 
rity in puniibments than others. 

The fame or fimilar candua often produces nppofite 
effeCl:s. Severe laws and fevere punifhments, fometimes I 

banifh crimes, but very ofterl the contrary.. Whell 1a"s 
a.re very fanguinary, it often makes the fubjeCls hate the 
law more tllan they fear itt and the tranfition is very ea
(y, from hating the law to hating thofe who are entrufied 
\vitll the execution of it. StIch a Rate of things threatens 
infurr-etliolls and convulfions, if not the diffolution of a 
government. 

. Another ufuai effeCl: of exceffive feverity in laws is, that 
they are not put in execution. The public is oot willing 
to lend its aid to the difcovery and conviCtion of offen. 
ders; fo that ill time the law itfelf becomes a mere bru· 
tum fulmen, and lafes its authority. 

I may make one particular remark, that though many 
things are copied from the law of Mofes into the Jaws of 
the modern nations, yet [0 far as I know, none of them 
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haYe introduced the lex talionis in the cafe ofinjuri~s, an 
eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, 8tc. and yet per
haps there are many inflances in which it would be very 
proper. The equity of the punifhment would be quite 
manifefi, and probably it would be as efl"efiual a l'eftraint 
from the commiffion of injury, as any that could be chofen. 

The concluding remark fuall be, that it is but fcldom 
that very revere and fanguinary laws are of fervice to the 
good order of a ftate; but after laws have been fixed with 
as much equity and moderatio::l as poffible.. the execution 
of them lbould be Rria and rigorous. Let the laws be 

just and the magiftrate injleJeible. 

LECTURE xv. 

T HE recond objea of civil laws being to regulate tilt: 
making of contraits, and the whole intercourfc 

between man and man relating to the acquHition, porer. 
!ion and alienation of propeny, we mull conJider carefully 
lhe nature of 

Contracts. 

A c:>ntraa is a fiipulation between tW(\ parties, befere 
at libel ty, to make fome alteration of property, or to bind 
one or both parties to the performance of rome fervice. 

ContraCts are abfolutely neceffary in fociallife. E~y 
tranfaClion almofi: may be confidtred as a contraCt, ei. 
ther more or lefs explicit. 

rrhe principle thing which confiitutes a contra8 i5, 
consent. But in fome kinds of contraCts, viz. the gratu. 
itous, the content of the receiver is prefumed. In the 
tranfmiffion of eftates by donation or tefiament this is pre
Lur'led-and thofe who are incapable of giving their con. 
fent through infancy, may notwithfianding acquire pro
perty ~nd rights. When a man comes into a fettled 
country and purchafes property, he is fuppofed, bcfides 
every other part of the- bargain, to purchafe it under fuch 
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conditions, and fubjea himfelf to rucb Jaws as are in forca 
in that CouDtr}r. 

COlltratls are faid to be of three deg~~es in point of 
fub!efs and precifion-( I.) 1\ fimple affirmation of a de
fign as to futurity-as when I fay to anyone that I fhaU 
go to li.lc~ a plsre to·!norro\v: this is nl)t properly l1ind. 
jllg~ and it is i!llllooft!d that many tililigS lilaV OCC\tT to . . ~ . 
nlake me alter n1Y rtfolution-yet a freqiit:llt alt~ration of 
profeffed purpofes gives the charatler of levity; thc:refore 
a pru()ent man \\rill be cautious of declaring his purpofes 
till he is well (}etermined. (1.) A gratuitous promife of 
doing fome favor to me. 1'his is not made billding in 
]:1\\., nor (~oes it tlfuall)' convey a perfea rjght~ beclufe it 
fllppofes that the perfOtl \vho ,,'as the object of good.\\~il!, 
lnay, .by altering his beha\yiour, furfeit his :itle to it, or 
that the perron promifing may find it much more inconve
nient, conty or hurtful to himfelf, than he fllppoled ; or, 
lanIy, that \vhat was intended as a fervice if performed, 
appears plainly to be an injury. In the laft eafe every one 
mull fee, that it cannot be bind:ng; but in the two for. 
mer, I apprehend that in all ordinary cafes a diftant pro.. 
mire is bint!ing ill confcience, though it may not be n~cef. 
fary to make it bincling in la\v. I fay all ordinary caf~s, 
becaufe it is ear}, to figure a cafe ill \vhich I may tllake a 
prolnife to another, antI ruch circunlfiances may afterwards 
occur as I am quite confident, if the perron knew, he 
wou 1 d not hold me'to my promife. 

3. The third degree is a complete contra8, with con· 
fent o~ both fides, and obligation upon one or both. 

TIle eifentials of a contratl ,\r11ich render it valid, and 
all)' of \vIl!ch l)eil1g \,,·antillg, it is "aid, are as follo\\1" : 

'fhat it be, (1.) F.ce. (2.) l\futua.l. (3.) Pollible. 
(4·) Careful. (5') 'Vith a capable perron. (6.) Fot
J'llal. 

Firfi. It muft be free. ContraCts made by unjufi force 
are void always in )a\\\ and fometimes in confcience. It 
Intlll however be unju:t force, becaufe en treaties of peace 
oet\vetn llatj"ns, as \ve ha\:e feen llefore, force does not 
void the CU61traCt; anti even in private life fonletinles 
men are forced to enter into ,ontra(\s by the orde, of a 
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ma&iftrate, fometimes by the threatening of lega! prof\!cu. 
r.OIl, which does not mak~ them void. 

2. Thev mull be mutual, that is, the confent of the 
one as weil as that of the other mua be had. Contraas in 
this view become void either by fraud on one fide, or by 
etrential error. If any man contrives a contraa fo as to 
bind the otller party, and keep himfelf free, this fraud 
certainly nullifies the agreelilent-or if there is an efJ'en
ti!! ~rrur in the perfon or the thing, as if a perfon 1hould 
oblige himfelf to one man, fuppoling him to be another.-

·3. Contraas fhould be of things evidently pofIibIe, and 
probably in our power. Contra8s by which men oblige 
themfelves to do things impoOible, are no doubt void from 
the beginning; but if the impoftibiiity was known to the 
contraaing party, it mull have been either abfurd or 
fraudulenL When things engaged rm- become impoftibJe 
by the operation of Providence, without a man's OWll fault. 
the contraa is void, and he is guildefs-as if a man 
fhould covenant to deliver at a certain place and time a 
number of cattl~ and when be is almoft at the place of 
deftination they fhould be- kill:d by thunder, or any other 
accident, out of his power. · 

4. Contraas muO: be of things lawful. All engage.: 
ments to do things unlawful, are from the beginning 
void; hut by unlawful muil be underftood the violation 
of perfef\ rights. If a man oblige himfelf for a reward 
to commit murder, or ~ "1y ktnd of fralld, the engagement 
is void; but it was criminal in the tranfaaing, and the 
reward ought to be returned, or given to public ufes. 
There are many contra8:s, however, which are very 
blameable in making, that muft, notwithftanding, be 
kept9 and mull not be made void in law-as rafh and 
foolifh bargains, where there was no fraud on the other 
fide. If ruch were to be voided, great confufion \vould 
be introduced. ·rhe cafes of this kind are numerous, and 
may be greatly diverfi6ed. 

5 • Contrafts muO: be made with a capable perron" that 
isto fay, of age, underfianding, at liberty, &.c. It is part of 
the civil law, or rather municipal law, of every country, 
to fix the time of life when perf ODS are fuppofc:d capable 
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of tr.lnr~aing their own afF.lirs. Some ti'!lc ~uR be fix. 
ed, othtrwift: it would occafion numberlcfs di~putes, dim 
cult to be decided. A man at the i-ge o. founeen. and a 
woman at twelve, n1ay choofe guardians.' who can alie. 
nate their property, and at the age of twenty-one. they 
bave their efiat~s whony in their own hand. 

6. Contrat~s mtlll be formal. 
TIle Jaws of every country limit a great many circum. 

fiances of the nature, obligation: extent and duration df 
contracls 

Having pointed out fomething of the e[ential charac. 
ters 0 a111awful COlltrads; I ohlervc: tlle\- ma'l be divi. 

. ~ ~ 

ded two difierent ways, (I) contrafls are either abfolute 
or condjt~onal& The abfolute are ruch as are fufllended 
upon no condition, but fuch :lS are dr~ntiai to et'ery con· 
trael, Wllich have been mentioned above. Such as v:hcn 
a perron rna-Itts a fettlement upon another, without re. 
ferve, then whether he behave well or ill, ,,'llcther it be 
convenient or inconvenient, it mufi be fulfilled. Con
ditional contraf\s are thofe that are fufpended on any 
uncertain future contingency, or fome performance by 
the oppofite party. Of this laft fort are almon all tranf. 
aCtions in the way of cORlinerce,-wbich leads to the (1) 
way of dividing contracls, into beneficent and onerous. 
The firfi is when one freely brings hinlfelf under an obli.' 
gation to befiow any favor ~r do any fervice, as donations 
or legacies, and undertaking th~ office of guardian of ano. 
ther perron's efiate. . 

The onerous contract is when an equal value is fup
pored to be given on both fides, as is the cafe for ~he moft 
part in the alienation of property-and the tranfatlions 
between man and man, and between fociety and fociety. 

To this place belongs the queRion about the lawfulnefs 
of lendillg money upon illterefi. If we confider money 
as an infirument of commerce and giving an opportunity 
of making profit, there feems plainly to be nothing unjuft, 
that the lender fhould fhare in the advantage arifing from 
his own property. 
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The cbierth~ng necerr .. ry i~ that tl-!e fiate or ~overn. 
iog part of the f~ie:y, fho:.:1J fettle the rate of intefefi, and 
not fuKer it to dep::nd ll~n the" neceffi!y of tbe poor or 
the COl etoufnefs of the rich. If it. is not fettlc:d by law, 
urur\' W":I! be the certain conft"quence. 

The law of l\lufc:s dot!s not f~enl to have admitted tbe 
taking of interdl at all from an IfraeJite. It is thought 
howe\'er, that the main rea(on of this mllfl have been 
drawn from fomething in their "conflitution as a nato 
th.lt rendered it improper, fvr if it had been ill ilfdf im
moral) they would 'not have been permitted to take it of 
iirangcrs. ' 

Of the Maris or Signs of Contracts. 

,All,know.'l and intelligent marks of confent, are the fi~s 
and means of com pleating coiltraCts. The chief of there 
however are words arid writing, as being found the moR: 
ear, and ufeful., "V"ords are of all others the mofi na
tural and' proper for giving immediate confent, and wri
ting to perpet~ite the memory of the tranfaftion. There 
are however many other figns that may be made ufe of. 
and \vherever ¢ere is a real purpofe of fignif},ing our in
tention by which other~ are, brought to d~pend upon it, 
the engagement is real, and we are Pound in confcience, 
though the law'in every country muft of neceffity be more 
limited. The whole refts ultimately on the obligation to 
fincerit}· in the focial life. 

This obligation arifes from the tefiimony of confcience, 
and from the manifefi utiUty and even neceffity of fince
rity to facial intercourfe. 

Signs are divided into natural, ;1lStituted and custo
mary.' Natural figns are thore which have either,. real 
likenefs to the thing fignified, or ruch a known and uni
'U'erfal relation" to it, that aU men mull: naturally be led 
from the one to the other-As a pitture is a natural fign 
becaufe a reprefentation of the thing painted. An in: 
flamed fuilen countenance and fiery eyes, are natural 
figns of anger, becaufc they arc the univerfal efFefu of that 
Pafiion. 
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Innituted figns. are thore that have no other connexion 
with the thing lignified. than \Vhat bas been made by 
agreement, as if two perfons {hall agree between them
felves, that if the one wants to fignify to the other at 
a dinanee, that he wifhes him to come to his amnance 
be win kindle a fire upon a certain hill, or hang out ~ 
flag upon a certain pinnacle of his houfe, or fome part of 
his fhip. \Vords and writing are properly inllituted 
figns, for they have no relation to the thing fignified 
but what original agreement and long cullom bas given 
them. . 

Cuftomary figns are no other than infiituted ligns 
which have long prevailed, and whore inftitutino bas ei
ther been accidental or has been forgotten. It is a]fo ufual 
to apply the word cuftomary to ruch figns as depend upon 
the mode and fafhion ~r particular countries. There are 
fome ligns and pollures, which though they may feern per~ 
fe8Jy arbitrary, -have obtained very generally, perhaps 
llniverfally, as bending down the body, or prearation, as a 
lign of refpea and re~erence ; kneeling and lifting up'the 
llands, as a fign of fubroiffion and fupplication.-Perhaps 
both there are natural, as they put the perfor. into the litua-
tion leaft capable of refifiance~ -

. Sometimes there is a mixture of natural and infiittifed 
figns, as if a man fends a pair of wings, or the figure or 
them, to a friend, to intimate his danger and the neceffity 
of flying. . . 

In the ufe of figns, the great rule -, of fincerity is" that 
· wherever we are bound. and wherever \\Te profefs to com

municate our intention, we ought to ure theJigns in the 
leaft ambiguous manner poffible. When we have no in
tention, and are ~lnder no obligation to communicate any 
thing to others, it is of fmall momel1t what a'ppearances 
are; it is their bufinefs not to make any unneceffary or 
uncertain inferences. A light in a houfe, in the middle 
.rthe night, will perhaps fuggen moll probably, to a tra
veller accidently paffing, that there is fomebody fick in 
. that houfe; yet perhaps it is extraordinary fiudy or bufi
tiefs that ke~ps fome perron awake. 

,Nay when there is no obligation to give, nor any rea· 
fgo f~r the party to cxpea true information it is held 



FneraUy. no crime at all, to ufe fuch figns IS we have 
rearon to fuppore will be miftaken; as when one who 
does not defire to be difturbed, keeps his chamber clore 
fhut, that people may conclude he is not there. '\~hen, 
genera! of an army puts a fire in the camp, to conceal hit 
march or retreat. And probably none would a:hink it 
faulty when there was an apprehenfion of thieves, to keep 
a light burning in a chamber, to lead them to fllppofe th.e 
whole famiiy is not at reft. 

There are rome who place in the fame rank, evafive 
phrafes, when there is an apparent intention to fpeak our 
mind, but no right in the other to obtain it. Such ex
preffions may be firialy true, and yet there is all proba
bility that the hearer will mirunderftand them. As if one 
fhould 3fk if a perfon was in any houfe, and fhould re· 
ceive for anfwer, he went a,vay yefterday morning; \\·hen 
p~rhaps he returned the fame evening. I look upon there 
evafions, however, as very doubtful, and indeed, rather 
not to be chofen, becaufe they feern to contain a profeffion 
of telling our real mind. 

Some mention ironical fpeech as as exception to 
the obligation to fincerity. But it is properly no objeCti. 
on at all, becaufe there is no deception. 1"ruth lies not 
in the words themfelves, but in the ufe of them as figns. 
Therefore if a man fpeak his \vords ill ruch a tone and 
manner as the hearer immediately conceives they· are to 
be taken in· an oppofite fenre, and does really take them 
in the renfe the fpeaker means them, there is no falfehood 
at all. 

Mr. Hlltchinfon and fome Qthers, allow a voluntary 
intended departure from trutll, on ocrafion of fome great 
neceffity for a good end. This I apprehend is wrong, for we 
cannot but confider d,eception as in itfelf bare and unwor
thy, a.nd therefore a good end cannot jllfiify it. Befides, 
to fuppofe it \Ve~ in men's powl'!r on a fufficient occafion 
to violate truth, would greatly deftroy its force in general, 
and its ure in the focial life. 

Tllere are t\VO forts of falfehood, which becaufe no 
doubt they are lefs aggravated than malicious interefied 
lies, many admit of; but I think witho1.l.t fufficient reafon. 
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(1) Jocular lies, when tht;re is a rea1 deception inten~. 
ed, but not in any thil!g materia), nor inten<led to c()fiti~ 
nue long. I-Iowever hannlefs thefe may feem, I reckon 
they are- te, ':le blamed, b~caufe it is ufing too much free. 
dom Ylitll ~v facred a thing as truth. A'lli vcr)' (;iten furh 
pedons, (15 a .·~ghteous punifhment in Providence, are left 
to proceed further, and either to carry their toll}~ to fl:ch 
excels. itS to become contemptible, or to go ~yond folly 
into Illalice. . 

(2) Officious lies, telling falfel100ds to chi1dren or lick 
perions, for the:r good. Th~fe very leldom anfwer the 
erld tllat is prol)ofed. They leffen the reverence for 
trutll; and particularly \,"ith regard to chilclren, are ex .. 
ceedi11g1y pt:rJ::cious, for as tiley n1ufi foon be difcover., 
ed, tlley lore their force, and teach tllem· to deceive. 
Truth and authority are methcds infinitely preferable, in 
dealing with children, as well as with perrons of riper 
Years. 

E , . 

LEe T U R E XVI. 

'A MONG the figns and appendages of contraeis, are 
oatlls an(} VO\vs. . 

, Af.l oath is an appeal to God, tile fearcher of heart$, for 
the truth of what we fay, and always expreffes or fup· 
pores an imprecation of his judgment upon .s, if we pre. . . 
Varlcate. 

An oath therefore implies a belief in God, and his 
Providence, and indeed is an aCt of worfhip, and fo 
accounted in Scri pture, as in that expreffion"Thou shalt 
jear the Lord thj' God, alld shalt swear by hi& name. Its 
ufe in human afl~lirs is very great, when managed with 
judgment. It may be applied, and indeed has been com· 
monty ufed (I) in the contracts of independent Hates, 
who llave no common earthly fuperior. In ~ncient times 
·it was ufual always to clofe natlonal treaties by:mutual 
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oathsc This form 1S not fo common in modem times, yet 
the fubfiance remains; for an appeal is alwa)·s fuppofed to 
be made to God, againfi the breach of public faith. 

(2.) It has been adopted by all nations, in their admi. 
niftration of jutlice, in order to difcover truth. The mon 
common and univerfal apy;',-atioll of it has been to add 
w-eater foleml~it: to the tt:tlimony of witneffes. It is alfo 
10metimes made u~e (if with the patties themfelve- , for con. 
"IClion or purgation. The laws of every country point 
out the cafes in whici~ oaths are required or admitted in 
puuiit judgment. It is, however, 1awful and in common 
pratlice, tor private perfons, voluntarily, on folemn occa. 
fions, to confirm what they fay, by oath. Perfons enter
ing on public cffices, are alfo often obliged to make oat':, 
that they will faithfully execute their trull. 

Oaths are commonly divided into two. kinds, Qsstrtory 
and promissory-Thofe called purgatory fall under the 
firfl of there divifions. There is perhaps little neceffity for 
a divifion of oaths, for they do not properly Hand by them. 
felves; they are confirmations and appendages of contraCts; 
and intended as an addition~l fecurity for fincerity, in the 
commerce bet\\'een man alld man~ 

Therefore oaths are fubjeCt to all the fame regulations as 
contraCts ,; .or rather oaths are only la\vful, when they are 
in aid or confirmation of a lawful contratt. What there- , 
fore v~ids the one. will void the other, and nothing eIfe. 
A contraCl: otherwife unlawful, cannot be made binding 
by an oath: but there mull be a very great caution nfed 
not to make any unla\\,ful contraCt, much lefs to confirm 

.' it by an oath. 
It is eafy to fee the extreme abfurdity of our being 

obliged to fulfil a criminal engagement by oath, for it 
would imply, that out of'reverence to God we ought to 
break his commands; bat nothing can be more abomi. 
nable, than the principle of thore who think they m Iy 
rafely take an unlawful oath, becaufe;; it is not binding: 
this is aggravating grofs injuflice by deliberate profanity. 

I have faid that oaths are appendages to an lawful con. 
traCl:s; but in a{fertory oaths which are only confirma. 
tions of our general obligation to fincerity, it is necc:ffi\ry 

- _. . 



- Lttturts (JQ 

not only that wh:!t we fay be true, but that the occaGon 
be of fufticient moment to require or jufiify a folemn ap
peal to God. Swearing on common occ~fions is unnecef
fary, rafh, profane, and deftruaive of the folemnity of an 
oath and its real ure. 

I"rom the general rule 1aid down, that oaths are lawful 
\vhen applied to lawful .:ontra8s, it will follow that they 
become unlawful only when the fulfilling of them would 
be violating a pt:rfeB: right; but perhaps an additional ob
fervation is nece[ary here. Contratl:s mull be fulfil)~dt 
",hen they violate an imperfetl: right; whereas fome oaths 
may be found criminal and void, though they are only 
contrary to imperfeCl: rights: as for example, fome per
fODS bind themfelves rafll]Y by oath, that they will never 
fpeak)o or forgive their children, who have offended them. 
This is fo evidently criminal, that nobody ,viII plead for 

~ its being obligator}', and yet it is. but the violation of an 
imperfect right. The fame perfons however, mig~t in 
manY' ways ~lienate their property to the prejudice of 
their children, by contrclCl:s which the la\v would oblige 
them to fulfil. 

In vows there is no party but God and Ihe perfon 
himfe!fwho makes tile vow: for this rearon, Mr. Hutch. 
infon relaxes their obligation very much-Suppofing 
any perron had folemnly vowed to give a certain part of 
his fubfiance to public or pious ures, he fays if he finds it 
a great inconvenience to himfelf or family, he is not 
bound; this I appre11en(1 is too lax. Men ought to be 
cautiolls in making fuch engagements; but I apprehend 
that when m;lde, if not direCtly criminal, they ought to 
be kelit. 

Of the use of Symbols ill Contracts. 

Befides prom ires and oath:!, there is fometimes in con. 
traCts a ufe of other vifible figns called fymbols; the moa: 
common among us are figning and fealing a writt~n deed, 
rrhere is alfo, in fome places, the delivery of earth and 
Rone in making over land-and fundry others. In an
cient times it was u!uaJ to have folemn fymbols in all trea .. 



ti~s-mutual gifts-facrifices-fe~lls-fetting uppillilrs
'flle intention of all ruch thillgS, \Vhellever and \vherever 
they have been praCtifed, is the fame. It is to afcertain 
and keep up the 1l1emory of the tranfaCtion. They were 
more frequent and folemn in ancient times than now, be .. 
caufe before tIle wlventioll of \vriting they \vere more nee 
eeffary. 

OJ the Ya/ue of Pro]lcrtj. 

Before we finifh the fubject of contraCts, it may De pro. 
per to fay a little of the nature and value of property; 
which is the fubjeCl: of them. Nothing has any real va. 
lue unlefs it be of fome ute in human life, or perhaps 
we may fay, unlers it is fuppofed to he of ufe, and fo be.: 
comes the object of hUffi,ln defire-betaufe at particular 
times, and in particular places, things of \"ery little real 
importance acquire a value, which is commonly tempora~ 
ry and changeable. Shells 3nd baubles are of great value 
in fome places; perhaps there are fome more baubles 
highly valued in every place~ 

But though it is their tlfe in life that gives things their 
value in general, it rloes not follo\1/ that thore things that 
are of moll ofe and nect:ffity, are therefore of greaten va
lue as property, or in commerce. Air alld water, per~ 
haps we may add fire, are of tIle greatefi uJe and neceffi
ty; but they are alfo ~ri greateft plenty, and therefore are 
of little value as a puffdlion or property. Value is in pro~ 
portion to the plenty of any commodity, and the dema~l 
for it. The one taken in the il1verfe, and tIle other in 
the (iireCt prop'ortion. . .' 

Hellce it follows that money is of no real value. It is 
llot \\'ealth properly. but the flgn of it, and in a fixed 
nate of fudety the certain means of procuring it. In 
tiarly times, traffic w~s cal'ried on by exchange of goods
but being large, not eafily divided or tranfported. they be .. 
came verv troublefonle. Therefore it foon became ne
ceffary to· fix upon fome fig~ of wealth, to be a fiandarJ 
l)y \vhicJl to rate different commodities. 
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Any thing that is fit to anfwer the purpofc of a cdln. 
moo fign of wealth, mull have the following propen~s: 
It muB be (1) valuable, that i~ ba\'ean intrinfic commer. 
cial value, and rare, otberwife it could have no compara. 
tive value at all. ( :1.) Durable, otherwife it could not pats 
from hand to hand. (l') Dh'i6ble, fo that it miJ!ht be 
in larger or fmaner quah tities as are required. ( 4.) Port. 
able, it muB not be of great ftze, otherwife it would be ex. 
tremely inconvenient. 

Gold and fi!ver were foon found to have all thefe pTO
pertie~ and therefore are fixed upon as the fign ofwealth. 
But befides beingtheftgn of theva1ue of other commodities, 
they themfelves are alfo matters of conlmerc:e, and the.-ee 
fore increafe or decreafe in their value by their plenty or 
fcarcenefs. 

It may fcem to belong to the ruling part of any fociety 
to fix the value of gold and filver, as figns of the value 
of commodities-and no doubt they do fix it DominalJy 
in their dom;nions. But in this they are obliged to be 
flrlWy attentive to the value of tllefe metals as a commo
dity from their plenty or fcarcenefs, otherwife their regu. 
lations will be of little force---other nations \,-ill pay no re· 
gan! to the nominal value of any particular country, aild 
even in internal commerce, the fubjeCt would fi~ a value 
upon the iigns according to their plenty. 

It is as prejudicial to commerce to make the nominal 
value of the coin of any country too {mall as too great. 

We fhaU clore this pan of the fubjeti by fpeaking a li~
tIe of the 

Rights of l{~c~s~il)'.. and common Righ/~ • 
. 

Thefe are certain powers affumed both by private per-
fons and commtloities, Wllich are fuppofeJ to be autllori
fed by the neceffity of the cafe, and fu pportee,J by the great 
law of reafoll. 

There will remain a great number of cafes in which 
tbore rights of neceffity are to be ufcd, even in the beft rea 
gulated civil focicty. and after the meft mature dtlibcra-
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lion and fore fight of probable events, aDd provi&on for 
them hy fpecifir. laws. 

'Vere a mm perifhing with hunger, and denied food 
by a perfon ~ho could eafilyaffordit him, here the riRhtsof 
neceffity would juftify him in taking it by violence. ", 
Were a city on fire, aoo the blowing up of an hour. 
would fave the far greater part, though the owner wu 
unwilling, men would think tbemfelves juftified in de
ing it \yhether he would or not. Much more would men, 
in cafes of urgent neceBity, "nake free with the property 
of others without afking their confent, but prefumi,ng up. 
on it. 

In our own government, where, by the love of liberty 
general among the people, and the nature of the conllitu. 
tions, as many particulars have been determ\ned by fpe
cial, laws as in any government in the world-..-yet in. 
Ranees of the rights of neceffity occur every day. If I 
fee one man rob another upon the highway, or am in. 
formed of it, if I ha,·e courage and ability I purfue the 
robber, and apprehend him without any warrant, and 
carri him before a magifirate, to get a warrant for what I 
have already done. Nothing is more common in Bri. 
tain than to f?fce people to fell their inheritance or a part 
of it, to make a road or ftreet firaight or commodious. 
In this inllance it is not fo much neeeffity as great utility. 

The quefiion of the greateft moment here is, whether 
the eftabiilliing thefe rights of neceffity does not derogato 
from the perfeCl:iQn and imnlutability of the moral laws. 
If it be true, that we may break in upon the laws of jut. 
rice fo,~ the fake of utility, is not this admitting the ex
plodeci. maxim, that we may do evil that good may come. 
I anf\\-er, that thele rights ofneceffity have in general pro. 
perty 1S their obje8:, or at moil the Hfe of particular per
fons-and it feems to be infeparable from the eftablifhment 
of property in the focial fiate, that our property is to be 
held only in fuch manner, and to fuch a degree, as to be 
both confifient with, and fubfcrvient to, the good of othen. 
And therefore thefe extraordinary cafes are agreeable to 
the· tacit or implied conditions of the facial contraCt" 
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In rights of neceffity we are to confider not only the pre~ 
rent good or evil, but for all time to come, and particular .. 
If the fafety \)r danger of the example. "llere the repeti. 
tion of the; thing in fimiiar circumfiances would hav\! a 
fatal effeCt, it ought not to be done. If a city were un. 
der all the miferies of famine, and a {hip or two flloUJd 
arri~~ with grain, the owner of which would not feU it 
but at a moll exhorbitallt price, perhaps equity might ad ... 
~it that they fbould be compelled; but if any fueh thing 
were (lone, it would prevellt others from going near that 
place again. . · 

I t would be of n6 ccnfequence to determine there rights 
of neceffity by law. If the law defcribed circumftantia!ly 
IN"hat might be done, it would be "no long~r a right of ne
c:effity, but a legal right. l l o forbid them by law would 
be either ineffeCtual or it \\?ould aboliih them altogether, 
~nd deprive the fociety of the benefit of them when the 
cafes 1hould occur. Things done by the rights of neceffi .. 
1y are by fuppofition illegal, and if the neceffity does not 
excufe, the perfon who pretends them olay be punifhed. 
] f I am aiding in pulling down a man's houfe on pretence 
Dr flopping a fife, if he afterwards makes it appear that 
there was not the leaft occafion for it, or that I, being 11is 
~nemy, took tCte opportunity of this pretence to injure 
.him, he will obtain reparation. · 

As property, or at moR life, is concerned in the rights 
f)f neceffity-flill the moral laws continue in force •. \Vhat
ever expreffes an evil difpofition of mit1d d~es not fall un .. 
der the rule, becaufe it can never be neceffary to the do. 
ing of any good. The pretence of its being nece[ary in 
fome cafes is generally chimerical, and even were it real, 
the neceffity .could not jullify the crime-as iuppofe a rob
ber very profane fhould threaten a man \vith death unlefs 
he WQuld blafpheme God or curfe his parents, &c. 

There are certain tl1ings called common rights, \\,hich 
the p.ublic i~·fupPQftd to have ov.:r every member: the 
chief of them are (1) diligence. As a man mun eat, 
the community have c& ri~ht to compel him to be ufeful-:o 
~nd have a right to make laws againft fuicide. (1.) 1'hey 
have a rj~ht to the ditCovery of ufeful inventions, pro.-
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~iJed an adequate price be paid to the difcoverer. (3) 
They have a right to infift upon ruch thinJ.!s as belong to 
the dignity of human nature. Thus all nations pay refpctl: 
to dead bodies, though there is no other reafon for it but 
that we cannot help affociating with the body, even dead. 
the ideas which arire from it, and belonged to the whole 
perfon when alive. 

3. The third and lall objetl: of civil laws is, limiting 
citizens in the exercife of their rigllts, fo that the}~ may 
not be injutious to one another, but that the public good 
may be prODloted. 

l'his includes the giving direCtions in what way arts and 
commerce may be camed on, and in fome flates extends 
as far as the poffeffions of private perfons. 

It includes the whole of what is called the police of a 
community-the Dlanner of travelling, building, market. 
ling. time and manner of holding aU forts of alfemblies
In arts and commerce, particularly, the police fhows its 
power. 

It wi)) only be neceffary here to make a few remarks 
on the nature and fpirit of more laws. 

I. Thofe things in themfe1ves are arbitrary, and me· 
table, ior there is no morality in them but \ybat arifes 
from common utility. 'Ve may fometimes do things in 
a way better than that appointed by law, and yet it is not 
allowed. 

2. ~Ien in general have but a very light fenre of the 
malignity of tranfgreffing there laws, ruch as rullning of 
goods, breakitlg over a fence, &c. 

3. In the ben confiitutions fome fantlions are appointed 
for. the breach of there la ws. ~'berever a nate is founded 
upon the principles of liberty, fuch laws are made with 
feverity and executed with flridnefs. 

Finally, a man of real probity and virtue adopts there 
Jaws as a part of his duty to God and the fociety, and is 
fubject not only for wrath, but alfo for confcience fake. 
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. RECAPITULATION. 

Having Jrone through the three gelleral divifions of this 
fubjetl, Ethics, Politics, and Jurifprudence, I fhall con. 
cllide with a few remarks upon the whole, and mention to 
you the chief writers ""ho have difiinguifhed themfelves 
in this branch of fcience. 

I. You may plainly perceive both how extenfive and 
how important moral philofophy is. l\S to extent, each 
of the divifions we have gone through, migllt have been 
treated .It far greater length. Nor would it be unprofita. 
ble to enter into a fuller difquifition of many points j but 
this mun be left to every fcholar's indination and oppor. 
tunities in future life. Its importance is mal1ifeft from 
this circumfiance, that it not only points out perfonal dUe 
ty, but is related to the \vhole bufinefs of atlive life. The 
languages, and even mathematical and natural kncwledge, 
are but hard words to this fuperior fcience. 

2. 1'he evidence which attends moral difquifitions is 
of a d!fFerent kind from that u'hich attends Inathematics 
and natura) philofopby; but it remains as a point to be 
difcuffed, whether it is more Ul1certain or not. At lira 
fi~ht it appears that authors difFel- much more, and Inore 
effentially, on the prillciples of moral than natural philo. 
fophy. Yet perhaps a time may come when men, treat· 
ing moral philofophy as Newton and his fuccefiors have 
done natural, rna}' an'ive at greater preci{ion. It is ale 
\\·ays fafer in our reatonings to trace faCts upwards, than 
to rearon downwards- upon metaphyfical principles. An 
attempt has been lately made by Beatty .. in his Effay on 
Truth, to efiablifh certain impreffions of common renfe. 
as axioms and firft principles of all our reafonings on 
meral fubje8s. 

3. l'he different;es about the nature of virtue are not in 
faa fo great as they appear: they amount to nearly the 
f~me thillg in the ifiue, \vhen the particulars of a virluous 
life come to be enumerated. 

4- rrhe different foundations of virtue are many of 
them, not oppofite or repugnant to eat;h other, but parts 
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of one great plan-as benevolence and fe1f.lov~, &c. 
They all confpire to found real virtue: the authnrity of 
God-the di8ates of confcience-public happinefs and 
prh'ate interefl, all coincide. 

s. There is nothing certain or valuable in moral philo. 
fophy, but what is perfea,ly coincident with the fcripture, 
where the glory' (If God is the firft: principle of aClion, ari
flog from the fubje8ion of the creature-where the good 
of others is the great obje8: of dut)" and our own interefl 
the Oece[ary confequence. 

In the firft dawn of philofoph}', men began to ,,,rite 
and difpute about virtue. The great inquiry among the 
ancients \\pas, \vhat was the Sllmmum bOllum ! by whic~i it 
feems they took it for granted~ that virtue and happillefs 
were the fame thing. l"'lle chief combatants here, \vere 
the fioics and epicureans. rrhe fjrft: infified that vir .. 
ttle \vas the fummum bonum, that pleafllre \vas no good, 
and pain no evil: the other raid that tIle fummllm bonum 
confified in pleafure, or rather that pleafure was virtue : 
the academics and P!atonifts went a middle way between 
there. 

I am not fenfible that there is any thing among the an
cients, that wholly correfponds with the modern difpute 
upon tIle fe undation 9f virtue. 

Since the difputes arore in the ilxteenth and feventeenth 
centuries, fome of the mon confiderable authors, cllietly 
Britilh are, Leibnitz, his Theoclicee ancl his letters. 
ClarI{'s delnonflration ancl his letters. Hutchinfon's in
quiries into the ideas of beauty and virtue, and his fyfiem. 
\VoIlafion's religion of nature delineatecJ. Collins on htl
man liberty. Nettleton on virtue and happinefs. David 
Hume's drays. Lord Kaims's etfays. Smith's theory of 
Jnoral felltiments. Reed's inquiry. Balfour's delinea
tion of morality. Butler's analogy and fermons. Ba)guy's 
traCl:s. Ffheory of agreeable 1enfations from the French. 
Beatty on Truth. Effay on virtue and harmony. 

To there may be addecl the whole deifiical writers, and 
the anf\vers written to each of them in particular, " brief 
account of which may be fr~ea in Leland's view of the de-
ifl:ical \\rri ters. . 
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Some of the chief writers upon government and poli.; 
tics, are, Grotius, Puffendorf, Barberac, ,Cumberland, Sel. 
den, Burlamaqui, Hobbes, Mathiavel, HalTington, Locke, 
Sydney, and fome late books, Montelquieu's fpirit of 
laws; }tergufon's 11iilory of civil lociety; Lord 1{.aims's 
political eJra}1s; Grandeur antI decay of the Roman enl. 
pire; l\1ontague's. rife and fall of ancient tepublicz; Go~ 
guet's rife and progrefs oflaws) arts and fciellces. 
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LECTURES 

ON 

E L 0 QUE N C E~ 

GENTLEMEN, 

WE are now to enter on the ftudy of eloquence, or 
as perhaps it ought to be called, from the man· 

ner in which YDU will find it treated, Compolition, TaRe 
and Criticifm. 

Eloquence is undoubtedly a very noble art, and when 
po[e[ed in a high degree, has been, I think, in all ages. 
one of the moft admired and envied talents. I t has 110t 

o~ly been admired in all ages, but, if I am not mifiaken, 
among all ranks. Its power is univerfally felt, and there. 
fore probably the talent mote univerfally efieemed, than 
either genius Oi improvement in fevera} other kinds of 
human excellence. I~ilitary fkill and political wifdom, 
have their admirers, but far inferior in number to thofe 
who admire, envy, or would wifh to imitate, him that has 
the power of perfuafion. 

Plato in his republic, or idea cf a well regulated ft3te, 
has banifhed oratr,rs, under pretence that their pow~r over 
the minds of men is dangerous and liable to abufe. Some 
moderns have adopted the fame feutiments. 

Sir rrhDmas More in his Utopia, I believe, (though I 
am not certain) has embraced it. But this is a manner 



of thinkin~ and reafonin1 altogether fuper6cial. It would 
milit.lte eqnaU}" 3~inft all cultivation of the mind~ and 
indeed againft every human excellence, natural and ac
quired. Th;:y are, and have bcen~ and may be ahufed, 
by men of vicious difpofitions. But how than this be pre. 
vented? It is iOlpoffible. Ho\\- fha11 it be cQuntera6ed? 
Only by affilling the gooJ in the cultivation of their pow. 
e~ and then the fame .. ·eapolls will be \lfeJ in delente of 
truth and virtue, with much grt'akr ac.!vantage~ than. they 
can be in fupport of tahehQod aml vice. .Learning in ge .. 
nera), poffeffed by 3. b:tJ man, is unfpeakably pernicious, 
and tb&~ very thing has fometimes made weak people 
fpeak a~inii learning; but it is juft :lS abrurd as if in the 
confines of a country expofed to hoflile inroads, the in
habitants Ihould fay~ we will build no forts for protection, 
becaufe if the enemy get into poffdlion of tbem they will 
become; the means of annoyance; we will ufe no arms for 
def~nc~ for if the enen:y ta.l~e them from us) they will be 
turned againft us. 

Perhaps it may be proper to take notice of what the 
apofUe Paul fays, in his lirfi epHUe to the Corinthians, in 
fevera! place~ particularly fro:n the beginning of the ld 
chapter, "and I brethren," &c" and in the 4th chap. 
:x I verre, " And my fpeecb, and my preaching was not," 
~ I have mentioned this to pre\'ent any of YOll mif. 
taking or being prejudicm againft the fubjetl, and {hall 
obferve upon it, ,hat the meaning of the apofile in this 
and other fimilar paffages, is fuHy ccmprehended in one 
or more of the fonowing particulars «() That he came 
not to the Corinthians with an artful delufive e!oquence, 
fuch &$ the fophifts cf thefe days made ufe of to var· 
nifh ,Q;rer their foolifn fentiments. (:1) ~rhat he came 
not to 1ho\Y his lkiU in fpeaking for and againft any 
thing, as many of them did, not to difcover or com· 
municate truth, but to difplay their own talents. (3) 
That the trutllS he had to conlmunicate neede(i no orna· 
ments to fet them oli, and \vere not by any means adapt. 
ed to the proud ftJlrit of the '-;orld: and, (4) that he 
would ufe the greateft jelf.derHal, an:} not by any means 
attempt to recommend himfdf as .1 ma.n of abi!ity aai.l 



I , 

·ElolJuen'~. 477 

)earning, but content himfelf with the humble and fim. 
pIe doctrine of the crofs. And tl}e truth is, after the 
higheft improvement in the art of fpeaking, there mull 
be the greateft referve and felf denial in the ure of it, 
oth erwife it will defeat its o'Vn purpofe. Rhetorician:; 
do ufually give it among the very precepts of tIle art, to 
appear tn be in eanletl, and to have the fubjeCt or the in
tereft of the audience at heart, and not their OWll fame; 
and this can never be attained to fo great perfe8ion as 
when there is the humility of:1 true difciple, and the dif. 
interefied zeal of a faithful minifier of Cllrift. That this 
is not contrary to the moll: (liligent apillication for the im
provement of our powers is manitefi in itfelt~ and appears 
frOID the many exhortations of the fame apofile to his 
young difciples, Timothy and Titus, I rrim. iv. 13-
,~ till I come, give attendance," &c. and v. 15. " medi
tate," &.c. 

I know not whether any apology is neceffilfY for my 
undertaking to fpeak on this iubje8:, ~r tIle manner of 
treating it. Some may expe8: that difcourfes on elo
quence fhould be difiinguifhed examples of the art of 
whic~ tney treat. Such lnay jufi: be pleafed to obferve, 
that a cool, plain, and fimple manner of fpeaking, is ne
ceffary in teaching thi~, as wen as every other art. No 
doubt, a juftnefs and precifion of expreffion, will be of 
gre~t benefit in thefe difcourfes) but there \vill be no need 
of that high and complete polifh, that might be expeCted 
in what is prepared for publication. Nor would the 
fame brevity and concifenefs be any advantage to dil: 
courfes once delivered, that \V'ou III be reckoned a beauty 
in what is in every body's hands, and therefore may be 
often read. 

Before entering on the firia: and methodical difcuflion 
of the fubjeCl, I have commonly begun tbe courfe by two 
or three preliminary dif:ourf~s,contailling fuch general ob. 
fervations as may be moll intelligible, and may ferve to 
l)repare the way for what iliall be afterwards illtrouuced. ~ 

l'he fubjeCl: of the firft preliminary difcourfe fhall be 
the foHowing quefiion; whether doe:i art ur nature, con· 
tribute moll to the produCtion of a complete orator: 
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rrnis is a quefiion often afkeQ~ and many things have 
been faiu upon it; yet to difcufs it as a matter of contro.. 
verf~· ~ and adcluce the arguments on ea~h fide, in order to 
a d:!~ifion in favor ofthe one, and prejudice of the other, 
I take to he (If very little confequence, or rather impro
per and ~lbfurd. It feems to be jun as if ~ne fhouJd pro. 
pore an inquiry, whether the foil, the climate, or the 
culture, c.ontrib:Jtes moll to the produ8ion of the crop? 
Therefore, inftead of treating the queftion as if one fide 
of it were true, and the other falfe, I {hall make , few 
obfervations on the nlutual influence of nature and Mt, 
in order to your forming juft appreheniions of the fub. 
ject, and to dirtd: you in your future condufi md flu. 
dies. 

I. Some degree of natural capacity is evidently Detef

fary to the intlrucuon or fiudy of this all, in order to 
produce any effeCt. A fkilful laborer may fubdue ave. 
ry fiubborn, or meliorate a very poor foil; but when there 
is no foil at all, as on a bare and folid rock, his labor 
would be impoftihle or fruitlefs. There mun therefore 
doubtlefs be fome capacity, in general, and even fome 

. tum for this very branch of knowledge. In this fenfe it 
is true of every other att, as well as oratory ~ a man mull 
be born to it. 

There are fome fo defiitute of oratorical powers, that 
nothing can poffibly be made of them. It will be firange 
however, if this is not eafdy difcovered by themfelves, 
and if it does not make the flndy as unpleafallt as it is 
difficult, fo that they will fpeedily give it over. I have 
known fome examples, but very few, of minifters, whofe 
principal dcfea was mere barrennefs of invention. 
This is exceedingly -rare, becaufe the far greateft num· 
ber of bar) fpeakers have enough to fay, ruch as it is, and 
generally the more abfurd and incoherent, the greater the 
abundatlce. 

\Vhen fpeaking on this obfervation, I muft make one 
remark, that a total want of capacity for one branch of 
fdence, is not inconfillent even with a great capacity for 
another. \Ve fometimes fee great mathematicians who 
nlake Dliferable orators. Nay it is reckoned by fome of 
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the beft judges that this floor is unfriendly to or~torr. 
The definite preti60:1 of mathematical ideas~ which may 
all be ultimately reiened to menruntion~ feems to be 
contrary to the freedom and boIdnefs of im:tgination, in 
which the ftrengtb of oratory lies.. There ar:, howev~ t 
c~ceptions to this in faa Dr. Clark and Dr. Bafl'OW, two 
of the moll eminent mathematidans of the Jaft age, were 
alfo eminent orators i tbat is to fay, the firfl was a \'ery 

aClunte writer, the other a very fervent preacher. 
I have only further to obfene, that many bave thought 

academic3l teaching not to be favorable to oratory; tb"t is 
to ray, thore who are accunomed to the cool difpafficnate 
manner of fpeaking, ufual and neceffary in the inunlc
tion of youth, frequently lofe a goocl riea! of th3.t fire 
and impetuofity which they might naturally poffefs, and 
which is of fo muc:. importance in {peaking to a large and 
promifcuous affembly. 

2. To mal:e what is called a eompltte orator, very 
great natural powers .~ nect:fiary, and great cultivation 
too. Pfhe truth is, when we fpeak of a complete orator, 
W~ generally fonn an idea of perfeaion fuperior to any 
thing that ever exifted, by affembiing t~ther aU the c!t
cellencies of every kind that have beetl feell in different 
perlons, or that \ve are able from what we have feen to 
to form an imagination of: 'Ve can e3.fHy enumerate 
many of there, for example, great penetration of mind
great literature and e:ttenfive knowledge-: ftrong and 
lively imagination reined in by a co~aners of judg
ment, a rich invention, and retenti,'e memory, tender
nefs and fenfibility of afiefiion, an acquaintance with 
the world, and a tborou~h knowledge Gf the human 
heart. 'To thefe we mull add all ext~mal perfe8i()ns, 
an o~n countenance, a graceful carriage, a clear articu
late ilrong melodious voice. There is not one of there 
but is capab;e of great improvement by appiic~tion and 
fiudy, as well as by nluch pratlice. In all the great ora
tors .of whom we read, there appea\'S to have been an 
union of n~~ural talents and acquired fklll, Pericles, 
Demcfihenes, Cicero, Hortentius. To there you nlay add 
aU the fpeakers mentioned by Cicero and ~intilian, 
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taking their talents al1() performances to have been as re. 
lated by tllc:~ 3l1tnors. 

3. Per!lllps the moll extraordinary appearances in this. 
as \\-cll as ir~ oiher branclles, h~ve been froln nature 
wholly, vr but with littl~ fiwJy. rrhefe fpontaneous pro
dut1ioos are as fo many prodigies. It is commonly be. 
lieved t;lat the or,ltors allli (ages at the firtl fOflnation Gf 
fociet.v, ,,'ere more pu\\'erful ill t:leir elocution than in 
more polirnetl tim~s. Thi~ ho\n:ver, I aos apt to !hinkt 
is in fome d~~e founded on a nlii1.ke. rrhere might 
be ntore extraordinary eH'etls of eloquence, becaufe thtt 
ignoralit or fl!perfiitious henl \\'er~ tliell nlore eafily mov
ed, but this \vas as much o\~"ing to the nate of tIle audience 
as the po\ver of the fpeakeiS. The i'alne fire that would 
hum a heap of dry bruHl, \~oulJ not Dlake an}' inlpre!: 
lion upon a heap of gH.en logs. It might alfo be owing 
to :tDother circulnfiancc, \vhich I Rlall have occafion i!: 
terwards to explain more fully, the narro\i''fiefs of Ian. 
g~2.ge and the ute of figures, \\"bieh llave fo great an effect 
upon the imagination. 

But 31h~wing very great furce to tlntulti.\'ated prodigies 
of genius in every kind, I am apt t\l think it is leis pow. 
erful~ comparati\'dy illeaking, In orotory than in poetry. 
It has been an olll Ja}·illg, Poeta nalcitur &: nOll fit. There 
are two reafons why the poetry of nature, without art, 
feems to be fo much admired. I.' That in ruch a poet a 
ftrong unboundt:J fancy ml.:ft be the prevailing charafil:!r, 
and tllis is ,\'"hat chiefly cal)ti\·ates the mind. It mull be 
a very firollg ill\\-ani i01Pl)lic tilat inllllces a DIan to l~. 
conle a poet \vithout exa.mllle, al1d \rith"ui i'lllruaioll. 
~. It is tour:a in faa that the knowledge of the rules of 
art fome hO\\" cramps and deters the mind, and reftrains 
that boldnefs, cr happy ~xtravagance, that gives (Jeh ge
neral delight. It is 311 obfcr\-:tiorl of all illgenious au
thor, that in no polilhed nation .. ,fter the rules of criticifm 
Were fully fetth:d and generally underllood.. was there 
e\'er any great work of genius produ\:ed. rrhis, howe
\ter, llltlfl. be llnUt;rflood chiell\-- of .\vhat are called the 
higher Jl)ecie~ of poetry, epic ~\ry and lr:lgedy, and for 
the relfoll:i jnll now gi\'en, it muft be fo in them. 110. 



~8I 

tn~r is the great poet of nature, and it is generally thou~ht 
that there is greater fire in him than in Virgil, jufl be. 
ClUre he live(l at a time when the rules of \writing ,,:ere 
UnkllO\Vn. The fame thing is raid of Shakefpear, of 
our own country, and perhaps the late difcovered poems. 
ofOllian ma.y be confidered as another example. After 
all, perhaps the comparifon made between the effeCts of 

, ' nature and art, is at bottom \vrong, and that they pr<KJuce 
beautie~ of different kinds-A wild uncllltivated Coreft, a 
vall precipicf:, or fleep cataraCt or waterfaU, is fuppofed to 
be an (lbj~'l more augufl and ftriking, than any ornaments 
produced by human !kill. The order and fymmetry 
however, of archite8cre and gardening arc highly plea .. 
ling, and ought not properly to ~compared with the other, 
as pleating the imagination in a diJferent degree, fo 
Illuch as in a different killd. 

The efiecls of the poetry of nature, therefore in one 
view are very great, and continue to be fo in all ages, 
becaufe they touch t~ foul in one way, which c(\ntinues 
to be univerfaUy fe!t: but I doubt much ,ybether eloquence 
ever arrived at much excellence, \\"ithotlt confKlerable 
Rudy, or at leill previous patterns, 01' which to form. 
l'he firU great poets were before all criticifm~ and before 
even the poliOling of human manners; but the 6rft great 
orators appeare(l in imprcved, civilized ftates, and were 
the conf~nence of the knowledge of mankind; and tho 
fludyof the human heart. 

4- 'Vhen perfons are meanly qualified in point of na .. 
. tural capacity for any art, it is not very proper to attempt 
to infirua them in it. It is not only_ difficult .to inftrua 
thofe who have a radical incapacity for any fiudy, but 
fometimes they are much tho worfe for application) juft 
as nne clothes :lnd a courtly drefs upon a clown, renders 
hilll unfpeakably ridiculous. SOlne who are utter)}" v9 0id 
of tane for fpea..~ing, after long ftudy, and lometimes even 
by great literature, become more obfcure, more tedious, 
:,00 more given to [\velling and botllbafl than the moll un
cl.titivated perlon in the worl{l. ~rhe want of a fund of 
good fenfe and genuine tane, makes. ignorant perfons 
fools, and fchobrs pedants. A pl~in man will tell you Qf 
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taking a purge or a dore of phyfic, and yC\u neither millake 
him nor laugh at him. A quack of a phyfician will tell 
you of a mucilaginous decoCtion, to fmooth the acid par. 
ticles, and carry off the acrimonious matter that corrodes 
and irritates the internal coats of the ftoRlach. 

5- In the middle regions ~f genius, there are often to 
be found thofe who reap the: greateR benefit from educa .. 
tion and Rudy. They improve their powers by ~xercire. 
and it is furprifing to think what advances are to be made 
by· the force of refolution and application. I might give 
you many examples of this in the annals of literature; 
but the one moft iuited to our purpofe is, that DOTilofthenes 
himfelf is raid at firO: to have labored untler almoft infu
perable difficulties: it is faid he could not even pronounce 
at firft, all the letters of the Greek alphabet, particularly 
the letter R, the firft letter of his art, as the critics have 
called it. 

Perrons of the middle degrees of capacity, do alfo, per. 
haps generally, fill the moR ufeful and important Rations 
in human life. A very great genius, is often like a very 
fine flower, to be wondered at, but of little fervice either 
for food or medicine. A very· great genius is alfo often 
accompanied with certain irregularities, fo that we only 
confider with regret, \vhat he might have been, if the 
lively rallies of his imagination had been reined in a little, 
and kept under the direCtion of fober judgment. 

On the whole, you:may plainly perceive what great en. 
couragement there is for diligence in your fiudies, and 
be perfuaded to attend to tile inUruClions to be given you 
on this fubjeCt in particular, with affiduity and care .. 

: 

L 1~ C T U R Ell. 

I N ~his, which a.~ the former. I co~fider as a preliminary 
. dlfcourfe, I Will endeavor to glVG you fome general 

rules, which as tlley belong equally to all forts of writing, 
would not come in [,) properly under the divifions of the 
fubjea~ , . . 



t. Study and imitate the greaten examples. Get the 
moll: approved authors for compofition, read them often 
and \vith care. Imitation is what common1y give us our 
firll: ideas upon any fubjeCt. It is by example that am· 
bition is kindled, snd youth prompted to excel. It is by 
remarks upon aCtual produCtions, that criticifm itfelf is 
formed. Men were not firft taught by maRers to fpeak, 
either in oratory or pocfy; but they firft felt the impulfe, 
and did as they could, and their refleCtion and obfervation, 
by making the comparifon, found out wbat was heft. 
And after the exifience of precepts, it is by examples 
that precepts are made plain and intelligible. An ac
quaintance with authors, will alfo be the heft mean of de. 
termining what is your own turn and capacity, for you 
will probably moR reli1h thofe writers and that manner, 
that you are beft able to imitate. 

For this purpofe, let the heft authors ()( chofen, ancient 
and modern. A controverCy has onen riCen among cri
tics and men of letters, upon the prefer:ence being due to 
ancient or modern writers. 1l.~s <iueftion was debated 
ex profe[o, in the laft age, and fome very great men en. 
gaged in it. The famous M. Fenelon, arch.bilhop of 
Cambray, has written a treatife ~pon it, called the Wars 
of the Poets; and Dean Swift wrote his account of the 
battle of the books in St. J ~mes's library, on the fame fub
jeCl:. I reckon it is wrong to be opinionative in fuch a 
controverfy, and very eaiy to pufh it to excefs on both 
fides- No doubt the few remains of remote antiquity, 
have furvived the wrecks of time, in a· great meaCure by 
their exceUence itCelf, and therefore will always be con. 
fidered a$ fiandards. And as they are chiefly works of 
imagination that have been fo preferved, and true tane is 
the fame in all ages, they muft deferve real efieem, and 
this will be fomew hat augmented, by the veneration felt 
for their antiquity itfelf. Homer is the firft and great pat .. 
tern of writirlg, to whom the highell commelldations have 
been given in every age. Horace fays, Vos exemplaria 
Greca (mea.ning chiefly Homer) notturlla verfate manu, 
\-erfate diurna i and Mr. Pope fays, 
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" Be Homer's ,yorks your fiudy and delight, 
" Read him by day, and m8ditate by night." 

Now the beauties of Homer we are eamy capable of 
perceiving, though perhaps not his faults. The beacty 
of a defcriptioo, the force of a fim\litude, we can plainly 
fee; but whether he alway!\ adhered to trutll and nature, 
we cannot tel), becaufe, we have no other way of know
iog the manners and cufivms of his tinles but from what 
he has \vritten. 

rfhe powers of mankind, h\lwever, are certainly the 
faine in all ages, but change of circumfiances olay create 
diverfity in the appearance and produCtions of genius. 
-rnefe circumfiances tend to produce exceJ)el1ce of (!iffer ... 
ent kinds. The boldnefs, and almofi exceffive flights of 
imagill~tion in unCllltivated times, give \\:ay to beauties 
of a different nature, to order, judgment and precifion. 
A mailerly judgnlent will endeavor to undedland the rea· 
fans on both fides. It is certain, ho\ve\~er, that tllere are 
great and excellent patterns to form upon buth ancient 
and modem. And it is very proper for young perfons 

-10 read authors, after they have heard criticiiins and re
marks nlade upon them. There criticifms you may take 
at firll either from books or converfation. Try if you can 
cbferve the genius, or peculiar and charaCterifiic turn of 
an author, not Olll}Y his excellencies, but \\-herein they are 
peculiar to him, and different from thofe of others. Cice
ro is flo\ving, fervent, ornate-Somewh:lt vain and often
tatious, but mafierly in his way. Demofthenes is fimple, 
clore, nervous, rapid and irrefiflible._ Livy has a llewitch
ing knack of telling a fiory ~ he -is [0 ex preffi\1e and defcrip
live, that one cannot help being pleafed with it, even .at: 
t~r feveral times reading. 

Salluft excels in giving ch~raaers, which he firikes off 
in fingle epithets, or ver}9 conciJe remarks. ~racitlls is 
chiefly remarkable for judicious and fagacious obfervatioos 
on human life; and Xenophon is fuperior to almofi every 
author in dignity, elegance, and hveetllefs in the narra. 
tion, 
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or modem authors in our O\\-n Jang'Jage, J\{r. At)tli. 
fon is a noble pattern of elegance, di~nity and fimplicity. 
Swift in his political pi«es, writes "'ith gre~t ftrengtla 
and foree, ant! is perh6!ps a pattern of fiil~ which has 
fcarcely been exceeded fince his time. Hervey in hi~ 
meditations bas a great deal of very lively and animated 
defcriptioo, but it is fo highly ornamented .. that it is {ome
what dangerous in the imitation. Dr. Robertfon in his 
hifiory, has as juft a mixture of flrength and elegance, 1S 

any other author I know in the Englilli langua~.. I c~n
not help here cautioning you againft one modern author 
of fame eminence, J ohnfGn, the auth\lr of the Rambler. He 
is fo ftiff and abfiratled in his Inanner,and fncb a lo\~~r of 
hard words, that h~ is tbe worft pattern for yGung perrons 
that can be naoled. 

It has been given fometimes a~ a rule, to form one's 
felf upon a particular .uthor, who 111ay be moft agle~able 
to a ftudent's lane, and perhaps congenial (if I may 
fpeak fo) to his capacity. It is pretty COlnmon to tall 
illto this without d~fign, by a natural propenfilJ-.. It iI 
faid that Demof1henes wrote o\·er the hiilofY of Thucy
dides eight time~, that he might tIle nlore effetlually 
i'lrm him~elf to his fiyle and manner. I cannot fay I 
would recommenu this. it feems to be too Inuch hOllor to . 
give to anyone perron. I would not be guilty of idolatry 
of any kind. A comprehenfive kn9wledge of nlany 
authors, or at lean a coniiderable nunlber of' the beft~ is 
certainly far pre ferahl e.. If there be any advantage in 
panicttlar imitation it is that it is the eafieft way of coming 
le a fixed or formed {lyle. One will foon run into an 

• 
imitation of an author with ""hom Ile is much converfant, 
and of \"hom he is a great adolirer, and in th;~ view, 
to fome perfons of moderate capacity, it may not be an 
improper method. But perlons of n!al and original ge
nius, fhould be rather above fuch a pea.aice, 3S it will cer. 
tainly make them fall fhort of what they would otherwife 
attain. 

To this we may add, that particular imitation is liable 
t.) feveral very great dangers. (I) It leads to fen'ility of 
imitation.. Such perron often anay be raid to hofrc\\' the 
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p:~e,. inRtad or imitating the pattern. Whe.wt a (enile 
imitation is perceived, "'hich it al,,-ays will ~, it is cer. 
lain to be d~f~ifed. Even a manner ever fo excellent, if 
ICerdya copy, bri~gs no credit to a fpc-aker. And if a 
,,-riter ret&il the very f~ntiments and I~nguage of another, 
it is conbden:d as an abfurdity. (~) Servile imitation 
lc3ds to copying deret1s. 1'bere nietber i~ nor ever 
l\-.s an,- fpeaker or ,,·riter free from defew or blemifbes 

.# • 

of rome kind. 'Yet fen-He imitators never fail to copy 
the defe8s as well as ~auties. I fnculd fuppofe that any 
one \l-ho made Cicero his pa:ticuJar mode!, would "ery 
probably tnnsfule a proportion of his vanity and oftcnta. 
lion, and probably more of that t.~an of his fire. 

But of all forts of imitation the mofl dangerous is the 
iluitatio!l of Il,-ing fpeake~ and yet to this young fcho
lars are moil prone, fometimes by defign, and (9me
times q:!ite infenfibly. It is attended in the higheR de
".ee wi~h the difad\-antage of copying deCeas. In liv.ng 
Jpeakers, there are nOt onl)" peculiarities of fiyJe and 
blemifhes ~n conlpofition to COP}·, but in looks, tone and 
~eflure. It is a matter of conftant 6perience, that imi
tators catch the b:emifl-.<:s eafierl, and retain them Icngeft. 
~~11d it is to be ~b:~r\"ed~ thilt defta~ when they are natUa 
ral and undefigned, appear very inconfiderable ; but when 
they are copit:d and ooopted voluntarily, \ve cannot belp 
Gefpifing the folly and abfunlity of one that judges fo ill. 
}'urtber, when defe8s are occiJional and undefigned, they 
are generally inconficlerabJe; but \vhen the}· are copied, 
they are ccrnmonlyaggravated md over-chaorged, and fo 
appe3.r quite lnonllrous. 1"'his muft be fo; for even the 
,reTY ben manner looks filly in the imitator, alt;lQugh juft 
and graceful ill the origin:tl. 

~. An excellent generai rale is to accufiom yourfelves 
early and much to com politi on, and exercife in prenunc}.· 
allon. PraCtice is necdfary in order to learn any thing 
to p~rft:Clion. There is fomeli~ing . to be learned frOGl 

prac::ce, which no infirua!cn C:ln impart. It is fo in eve
ry other art as well as this-mathematics, geometry and 
in na\-igat;on; ane:- you h:a-e learned the theory in the moR: 
l)erk~t luanner, there is niH a nanlelels fomething, which 
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nothing but experience can befiow • You mufi not wait 
till you are mailers of the rnles of art before you begin ~o 
put them in pratlice. Exercife mull go hand in hand 
with inftruaion, that the one may give meaning, force 
and direfiion to the other. I do not mean that you fhould 
be fond of entering very foon upon real life, but that }?OU 

fhouJd be affiduous ia preparatory exercifes. This is a rule 
given by Cicero in his book De Oratore, which he rec
kons of great importanc~-Scr;btr.dum guam plrlrimu11l, 
and he declares it to have been his o\vn praaice~ 

Since w\! are upon private exercifes of compofition; it 
may perhaps give you a clearer vie\v of tile nlatter to 
mention fome of the various ways in which it may be 
feparately tried. It may be tried in tranflation, perhaps 
it 111ay be bell: t) try it firll here. rrranflation will accuf
tom you to attend to the various idioms of language, and 
to underftand the genius of your own .Ianguage : for when 
tranflatingyou will f~edily find that to render out of any 
one language into ar~otller, ad verbum, would be very 
forry compofition. It may be tried alfo in narration. 
This I think fhould be the ne~t Rep to tranRation, to learn 
to give a naked account of faCts \vith finlp1icity and pre
cilion. This, alfo, though certainly in itfdf more ob\ri
OUS and eafier than fome other kinds, yet it is by no 
means fo eafy as fome imagine. Imitation of a particu
lar paiTage, or compofition of fome author, by writing 
upon fomething quite fimilar, may perhaps be the next in 
order. To underfiancl what this is, you need only look in
to an admirable example of it in poetry, l\·fr. Pope's imita. 
tion of a fatire iii Horace,beginning ~lre virtus & quanta, 
&c, After tIlis comes defcription, painting fcenes, or 
drawing charaCters. wrhen argumentation: Ant), Janl}', 
perfuafion. I believe it would be a great iml)rovement 
of the laudable praCtice in t!lis college of daily orations, if 
they were cholen with more judgment, and better fuited 
to the performers. Almon all the pieces \ve hl\~C (lcliver
ed to us are of the Iaft or higheft kind, warm paffionatc de
Clamations. It is no wonder that tome fhould perform 
thefe ill, who have never tried the plain.r manner of fim
Ill: narrr,tion. Suppofing a flL!dent to have tritd all thtfe 



wa)·s of cOlnpofition rur his c,-~·n improt-enlent, ,,-o\llJ be 
not be b}" that means icnf;ble in \\"h.t ,'-a}- he is moll able 
to excel? as a]fo having matte trial of them feparately! 
he i3 more .ole to \-ar~· his dillion, and give compafs to 
his clifcourfe upon a J:cneraJ lutjcl.t. FfheSe :lr~ Jaie ~1l 
allaJ}"fis or filnp!~ tli,":lion of com pofi I io-, ; and as perlons 
fCau l'Cll \\"ho h..l\"e i~~n firll taught to refol,-e ,,"o,,1s into 
f}'llables, and I)·llab!es 1;1:0 letters, fo the ea6elt and com· 
pleteft way of any to comJ>l\fitioil, is to begin it in this or. 

, der. 
In ruch exe~~ires let me by all m~ans recommend te 

you~ early to acquire~ and always to preferve a certain 
patieilce anc! refoltltiOll of mind, ,,'hich ""ill enabl(! you 
to apply \vlth '\"igor~ not only for a tim~, hot to review 
and correa your piece:, and bring them to lome det;u:e of 
perfeltion, and your tane to fome degree of _ceuracy. 
1'0 explain this a linle, there are three thin~ equally con· 
trary to it, and perhlps equaUy prejudicial. (1-) l-Iere 
weakneis and want of courolge, which finding one attempt 
tlnfuccefsful, will h3TdJy be brought t\) ma.\e another. 
'Vilen a young perf'tln 6rft goes t(\ exercife hin~relfin com.. 
pofirion, he finds the lhinf. fa uncouth and difficult, that 
lle is apt tn conf¥ler it as altogether- impoffible.. (3.-) There 
is a fault contrary to thi:;, a vanity of mind, "'hicll is fo 
pleated wilh any thing it doe~ as neither to fee its own 
iaultss nor ~ willing to t-.ear them. There are tOlne who, 
from the be5inning of life, thi~k 1t a great pity that any 
of their pro\.\lltllollS {bouJ,! oe bJottetj or erafed. It is not 
to be fuppoi«l that they win IDlke gleat progn:fs in know. 
ledge or t:l.ie, (3-) rrhere is another fort, perhaps d!l: 
title1 from borh, \\il10 arc! of a Joof~ defulto1}~ difpofition. 
fo unflaid that they cannot fpend long enough time upon 
any tiliflg to llo it \\·~ll, or fO:l1etimes even to bring it to a 
ccncluiion. ·fh._~y will ~gin an eflay upon a fubjet\:. but 
arc prel~llti~· out OfC(~'lceit \\-itl-l it, al1d therefore \vill do it 
\!ery [ar~l~lsJ)', or before It is fin~tne{l, nlufi. aWl}" to allO· 

tiler, \rilich (truck tllcir t~llC}· more Iltel},. 
1'h3t iic:ady appiicalion w'nich I h;l\'e recommended 

rome: of th~ ~H\ci;ms were \"ery remarkable for. Some of 
them inde~\4 f~emed to carry it to an eX\7-efs. rrhey would 
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r~metiO\es fJl('&...l as much time in polifhin;! an t l"i~:'J:n, 
or Jit\le tl'ilii.,·y I):l.l'l'~\·rir, ;\S I.)i~bt have ~ell I,~tlil"ie,ll .. ..,.~.. 0 

for the pro...lut\iC>1l of a Wo!-" of t-xtefllin: uli:it~·. Hvw. 
el·cr~ tJlis is Il~l tile mot} COlllanOll error ~ rul.nill~ O\·~r 
~ gn:-at deal in ~ ;~l~lt:r;ici31 way is thl~ ~ne cf compofitlnu. 
Hur~ce, with Ills "Iu~ c:1~)!.lllC~l ridicules tllis (lijPOlitit}ll, 
.-hen he t~y~ lJ.:tIlT ,ltlbis It~lIS't &c. and tome,,- n~rc 
eH~ he hrin~ in a vain-glorious poet, Oo.'\fting how luauy 
vcr!t:s he had m:~de) or could m3te, while ftanding up<.':l 
~ne foot. 

I. E C T t: R E III. 

I N thi~ difcourfe I ir~tel1d to fillith \Vlllt I begln in ~!le 
taft, ,-iz.. laying down fome gc!neral rules to form tL: 

taile anJ direCt the cO:ldua of a fitl(l~nt. 
3~ Be careful to aCt1uaillt }~ourjel\"e5 \,"ell, and to be :is 

perte{\ as pof1ible in the. branches that are fuoordinate !o 
the fludy oi eloquence. Thd~ bccaufe they ought to be 
learneu in the carlieft fi:tges" if they are th."'l neglected. 
fODle ~re un\\"iiling or afhame(l to go back to thenl. \\-'l:tt 
) ha\"e here ill vie\v chielly, are the grammar, ortho~ra
pa'ly, and punauation of ~he Engli:h language" It is not 
WltOnltr.on to find orators of confiderab!e name, both i'l 
th~ pulpit ancl at the tw-" far front being aCCUf'..lte in point 
of gralnlnar. This is e'iic!elltly a very great hle\llifh. Pc'r
haps it may ~ occa.fioned in tome meafure !>\" the Engli.ll 
Jeldom or ne,;er being taught grammati~ally· to children. 
But tho[~ who have le,!(lled the principles of grammar, in 
the Greek atd I t:in !anguages.. fhO~lld be Dlorc n!ady to 
attend to it. I am tenfiblc that the granlmar of every lal)
g~age is l!itimltely fixed by cuilom; \\'"ith regard to 
which, Horace rays, ~:em penes arbitrium en, &C'. But 
evell here \\"e mu!! attend to the !neatling ()f the jcntinlellt. 
It is not the c~ii"m of the vuigar that ethblifhes t'ither (b: 
granlolar or pro!lunci:~ion ... 01' allY langtlage, but t'14~ 
whi~h is recei,·ed and et!ablifi~:d by the ben writ~rs. lO:t 
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wiU fay, how do there writ~n dt.imnine tt.emr~h·~s? Art 
not they alfo guided by praaice ? They are in a gTeat mea. 
rure, and it is generally raid, that the pntlite of the capi. 
tal rl a nation,. Qf 01" the court in that c.pital~ fettles t}le 

pmmar. TIis muft in fubftance be ag. ccd to, ret judge 
ment and analogy will frequently fuggefl improye~nts.. 
and introduce a goorl .. or 2bol~fh an ill c:uflom. You mull 
not fup~ that all the phnfes of the vulgar in Lontio~ 
are thetefore agreeable to the gramma. ({ the Englilh, or 
~~"en that at court, all the nobility, male and female, fpak 
with perfea propi.ety. I t is in the laft refort, the men 
oiliterature,. particularly the aut~ whi) taking cuftom 
as a ~nc:ral rule, give it aU the diretlion they c~ by 
their reafoning and exampJ~. . 

To make you underltand this by flime inbnceSt you fee 
J-tr. AdJif~n .. Dem Swi:-t, and l\lr. Pope, luve end~yo~ 
to a.ttend to the genius of the EngIifh Iaeguage, to thow 
where it was h~rih and unpclifhed.. and where improprie
tics might be C0l'n!6e:d, and thcy have fucceeded in a gl eat 
mwure. It \vas obferved by all thofe great men, that 
the Englifh) and aU the northern languages are harfh, by 
the numbers of confonacts meeting without intervellinl 
vowel~ therefore, that it is a gleat barbarifm to ftrike out 
the \·o\\~ls that we ha,-e, !lS in there words, d'ln't, can't. 
d.idn~ wouJdn't, fhouidn't, tebuk'd~ drudg'tl, fledg'd. 
Several of there \Vords may yet be hcard in fome places, 
and I have even feen them in print in .America; but ~ 
~ood fpeaker or tolerable writer would ure them in Great 
Britain. I give another example when the fc:nfe tnd ana· 
199Y of the wont fuggetls the improvement. Averfe Dnd 
averfioo, were often formerly ufed with to or a/: he is 
very a\·crfc to it; h.: hls a great a~erfion at it. But as 
aveTle properl}- figni6es turnet.i a,,·a}~, it feems an evident 
improvemcnt, to fay averfe from. 'Vhat I mean by this 
oblervation, is to tum your attention to fuch remarks, 
when you mcet with them in reading or converfation. 

I will make an obfervalion or t\\'O more. It is of fome 
importance to a~tend to the ufe of words, nearly related, 
or in rome deme f}:nonymolls. It is not llncomnlon to 
ht-ar ~plc fay a Juan is incident to ruch or ruch a thing--
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-r.,e ~\'il is incident to the perron-the penon liable to the 
evil, or fubjea to it: this may be ft-en by the original 
meaning of the wurd, of Latin derivation, an<! fignifies to 
fall upon. Irfhe .word nOiify, is often ufed wrong, parti
cululy in America: they fpeak of notifying the public i 
tbat is to fay, making known the public-Illftead of this, 
we fhould fAY notiry any thing, (or make it known) to the 
public. You advertite a pe~ fOIl, or inform him of a lhing..-
acquaint him with it. 1ne v~rb c9nsist, in Englifh. bit!; 
two diftins' meanings, and two conftru8ions: when it 
fignifies to agree or correfpond, it is joined to .ilb. It 
confitls with my kno~leJge. When it 6gni6es to com
pore or make up a total, it is conftrulted either with in ot 
of; as his eftate confifls of, or ;" houfes, la.-tds, &c:. This 
and w.:lt, and!btse and those, when together in a fen
tence, are ufed with diftinaion i tbis and the$~ for the 
nearell, and that and tbose, for the moll remote antece
dent; but otherwife, tl=t and those are ufed indifcrimi
nately, but ~ more frequently as those aulhors who 
are of dijfirou opi1lion:. 

In all matters doubtful, you ought to obferve how the 
current of good authors go. So far as I have been able to 
obferve, coileai ve words in Englilh, are indifferently con
ftrutted either with a verb fingular or plural, as number, 
multitude, part a great number were prefent, or was pre
rent, though I fuould prefer the laft.-

As to orthography, it is of the utman moment, not but 
that a man may be fuppofed to fpeak, though he <:annot 
fpell; but becaur~ a public fpea-\er mun be always in fome 
degree, converfant in public life, and tllen bad fpelling is 
exceedingly reproal'hful. It is not only nece[ary to un • 

• dertland in -tIl ordinary cafes, the orthography of our own 
language, but a fcholar and critic, I think, fhould be able 
to obfer\·e tIle \·~riations that have been olade in fpelling 
from time to time. Bet\veen thirt}' and forty years ago~ 
an attempt was made lO alter the fpelling of the Englifh 
lallguage very confider~bly, by bringing it nearer to the 
way of pronouncing, but it did not fllcceed, being oppo
fed by Come of tIM. greaten eminence, as likely to deUroy 
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~r hille the etymology of words. 1'here have fome fmall 
alterations obtained a good deal in my remembrance, ruch 
as taking a\vJ}' tIl\! fillal kill I)ublic, ~cclefiaflic, &.c. 
There is alio jtlll no\v, an attelllpt 111akillg to cllange the 
[pelling of fc:veral word:-I have teen an example of it in 

- a very late edition of Middleton's life of Cicero; fuch as 
reveie, repete, explane-honor, favor, candor, &:.c. this 
feems upon the principle of bringing words nearer to their 
Latin derivation. 

Punauatiol1 is a thing that a fcholar fhould flri\Te to 
un(lerftand a little; thOllgh there are fe\v gentlemen or 
fcholars \\'ho ufe it much, either in letters or ill tlleir com. 
pofition. 1'he reafon of this is, that it is looked upon as too 
forma], and unnecefl'ar}' to uft it in \\~ritin61ttters; except 
a ftlll flop. It is aJ\Va}1S tIle bell 1angllage that has leaR 
nee{l of points to bellnderfio('(l. Points are, I believe, a n10-

dern invention, fubfequent to .the invention of printing; 
very ufeful 110\ve\1rer, ill teaching young IJerfons to read 
with proper paules. Another rcafon why points are little 
ufed in private \\~riting, is, th,~t fuch paJlers as are fent to 
tIle prefs, (itl Britaill) do not netu then1, the prillters therri
ft:l\?es ulld~rltanding tllat matter at lea!l as \vcll, if not 
better than any \\'Titer • 

• 
4. It is a good· rule, to obferve early. and fiudy to 

guard againfi tome of tIle n10!1 remarl{able blemifhes irl 
\\lriting ancl fl)eakiIlg, \\rhicIl are fa11en I11to by defign or 
ac-cidetlt, and contirlued b,~ 11at)it. It is not difficult for ., 
~lny perlo11, as foon as he begills to obfer\'e alld refleCt, to 
difcover thefe in others, and as he will perceive the abfur- . 
llit}? clearly ill tlleln, let 11im be ver}" careful to find out 
',~llether t}lere is not foo)etl1illg of tIle iallle kind itl him
felt: Tllat you rna)' under!land \vhat I mean, I \viII nlen· 
tion [onle particlll·~rs. 

I. Pc:culiar jJ orascs.-Such as have nothing in them 
but \\~llat is juft ancl Clecent a11(1 IJrol)er, \Vllen llfed once, 
cr now and then; but wh~n a fpeakeT falls fo into any of 
them, tlllt the praCtice is known for .. his own, and be is 
kllovln by it, tl1ey bt!COllle unfl)eakal)Iy riciiclllol1S. It is 
very diiIl·;;ult to lrc.id fomething of this kind; there are 
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few, if any, but in common difcourfe, ure fome. phrafcs 
more than others. A cautious perron, as foon as he per
ceives a habit of ufing anyone coming upon him, \vill en
deavor to alter or a\'oid it. Even the greatell: men are 
not wholly free"from this defeCt. It is obferved of Cice-

~ 

ro, tllat esse cvideatur occurs in almofl: every three or four 
fentences, be the fubjetl wh"t it wiil. I knew a pr~acher 
that ufed the \\·ord sedate, 10 very freqllent)y, that IJe was 
called generally where he was known, by the name of 
the sedate preacher. I fay the fame thing of particular 
motions and geflllres, Wllic~l if they be in any degree out 
of the way,.are a great blemilh in a fpeaker: both- the 
one and the other of there, are commollly at firl~, taken 
up as graces, and retained fo long in that vie\v, that they 
acquire an irrefifiible power from habit. 

2. Another blen1i11.l of this kind, is ufing improper 
epithets. 7fhis is very common: fome, ef pecially young 
perfons, are apt to think a diicourfe lean all(} poor, unlefs 
tllere be a great ntl:nber of epithets ; and as they will let 
no fubfiantive go wlthout an adjeCl:ive1 it is a great chance 
tIlat forne of them ale improIJer : 'they cannot fay tlie ikYt 
\vitIlout the azure fl~y, or tIle lofty fl~y, or tIle \vide ex
panded fky; and though all there epithets may belong to 
tIle fk)r, tiley may not be equally proper ill tIle place 
\\r!lere they are introduced. A certain gentleman of no 
mean raIlk in Great Britai~, in dra\ving an t'_ddrefs from 
a borough to his majeUr, on the pt:ace,tc1d him, that the 
terror of his aims had fpread to the moll difiant parts of 
tIle terr{lqueous globe: no\v, thotlgll it be certain] y trlle 
tllat tIle glotle is terraqlleous, it \vas exceeclingly ri(liculous 
to tell the kirlg fo; it looked as if his majefiy \vere a bOl', 
ancl tIle borougll magil1rates \vere teaching 11im; or tlley 
themfelves "'ere bo}'s, \vho llacl jul1: 1earne(l tIle firll lefion 
in geography, that the globe confifis of land and water, 
alld therefore \vere <.iefirolls of letting it be knO\Vll tllat 
tIley \\,·ere fa far advancecl. 

3. Another vifible blemiLh i5 a multitude of unnecelfary 
words of any kind, particularly the vain repetition of lYno. 
J1ymous l)llrafes. Some do 110t thinl~ tlleir fentellces full 
and round enough, without J. number of there phrales. But 
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though it be true, that tl'e~ is a fulners of a fentence an«! 
the ciaufes of a fentence which is neceffary to pleafe the 
ear, yet it is but an ill way to make up the iliape \vith wllat 
is without fente or force. The moft COlnmon of this kind 
are the double epithets, which men are led into by the in .. 
troe)llCtiotl of words derived from the Latin or Greek into 
the Englifil langua~e. There words differing in found, 
are often coupled togeth~r, as if different in meaning al .. 
fo-As happinefs and felicity,-fruition and enjoyment,-
·greatn~ls and magnificenee,-e-afe and facility,-way and 
Dlaoller,-end and conclufioo,-fmall and minute,~ 
bountiful and liberal, Ne. Sometimes from your lofty 
fpeakers, we hear a whoIf! firing of words, of fo little dif
krence in meaning, that it is aimoft impoffible to perceive 

, it. Thus I have lately heard, " rrhis grand, capital, im
" portant, and fundamental truth."-All proper epithets, 
and though anyone of tllem wou1cl have Inade the dire 
courff! nervous, as well as juft, by the addition of them all, 
it becon1es fwelled anel filiy.· , 
. . - . 

,. List of synonymous terms frequently to be met with. 

Speakers anti \vriters, 
Nlotives and arguments, 
Benefit and ad\'antage, 
SOlall and minute, 
Bountiful and liberal, 
Rigl1t allc} title, 
Order arid metho<l, 
Sll~rp and acute, 
Pain and anguii]l, 
lVlomellt and importance, 
Deligllt and fati3faCtion, 
Joy and plearure, 
Profit anti aclvantage5 

Refolution and purpore, 
Jufiice and equity, 
r!'rutll ancl !incerity, 
'Vealtll and riclles, 
Penury anc.l want, 

\\T orth and value, 
Lan ing and abiding, 
Command and otder, 
Ortier and appoint, 
Sin and Guilt, 
Clleerfli]nefs alld alacrity, 
Greattlefs and magnificence, 
Joy ~:id delight, 
F~,·uition and enjoynient, 
.}ull: and righteous, 
End and defign, 
Open and explain, 
Lafiing and durable, 
Clear and manifeil, 
l\'larks and figns, 
Plain and perfpiclIOUSJ 

Eafe and facility, 
End and conclufiorl, 
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4. Vulgarirms.. ] have been furprifeJ to fee (orne 
perfons of education and chir-aaer, iniroduce the mere 
vulgarifms of dirc~urfe in the pulpitl or at the 1l3r, fuch 
as I an't I can't~ I than't. An author \\-ho entit~cs h:s 
book Lex.iphanes, anll h~ very fuccefsfuHy e~pofc:d John
fon's long and hanI \vords, let flip a VUJgarifill into his 
own difcourfe, for which he ,va3 feverely hatldle-l by the 
reviewers. lktw~m ')'OU and 1 1 there is a govemcll 
cafe, and if it were to be ured, it nloulJ be, between you 
and Ole. But the truth is~ the pJlraie is altogetht'r a \·ul. 
garifm, and therefore not to be ufed, except in particular 
circumftan~es) defcribing familiar chat. There are alfo 
certain c&nt phrafes which come into repu~e or ufe in the 
courfe and the changes of fafhion. 

Thefe have been fufficiently expof~d by Swift and Ad. 
difon, and therefore I fhal1 fay nothill~ at all further on 
them, at prefent, as an cpportunity will afterwards occur 
of mentioning them to advan~age. 

s. The fifth and laLl g!:fleral rule I nlall jun mention 
is, to follow nature. This is a rule often gi\'en, 
and greatl}F infified on by the ancients. Every body has 

~.~----------~~--~--,--------.--~----.--

Odious and hateful 
Poor and indigent, 
Order and regularity 
Rules and regulations, 
Caufes and reafons, 
Dfeful and profitable, 
Amiable and lovely 
\Vife and prudent, 

A fillal inue~ 
1\loti\Wes and reafons, 
Diolinifile(l anll lefi'ene(l, 
Excellence and (JC!"feCiion, 
Benevolence and goodwill, 
Demonfirate and prove, 
Cover and conceal, 
Foolifh and un\\:ife. 

Terms and Phrases to be noud for remarks. 

Ha ppifyi ng, - r ufcepti ve, -fe 11 ow · country -man-fe li .. 
citos-to be fOllnd in tIle nionitor. 

" Unfexed thy mind" 'in a poem, 
"Senfibilities,'~ Aikin's Magazine, oa. vo1. 1. 468-9. 
" Thefe commendations will not I am perfuaded make 

\~OU vain atld coxcolnical . 
• 

Knkkknackic~lly) fimplify, dQm~nicate7 pultpitically. 



. 
heart) of i:, n3\·~ rometimt~ t~(\ie who h~\·~ not htard of 

• 
it, will [peak ;as if6ey had~ ~IlJ .~y~ u 1~his ,,'3-. quite lla-

tural. ·r:lis W:lS ~ho:.~th~r unnaturaL" Bu, it h lome
wbat difficult to llllllerlhnJ.. Na!ure l~ms ill :his rule 
to be oppoiai to :art. )s foUo\Yin~ n,i.tu~, then" to do 3S 

.unt:mght perioos genenlly do: '\-iU the moii i~norant 
~rfOns make t~ m!lll plain :And the bell conne~1ed dif. 
courte: ""ill they tell a fiory \\~iih the n.ofl genuine: lim. 
piicity, and at the fame time with perfpict:ity ! 'V'e bod it 
is quite otherwif~. Pcrh3.r~ it \t'GuiJ be ben to fflY it is 
f~UQ\fing truth" or fol!owing that which is 9fidl and 
plai~n~ acd prob.!biy wouid be fulIo\\-ed ~y all, but jOr 
.:Tea.tion .. 

em this fuhjeft I can think of nothing fo good as to 
f3}\ reali::e and fuppoJe you fa\v tbe thing you would 
defcribe, ~nd put yourfdf in the very {hte of him whole 
Jentiments you would fpe~k. Clelr conceptions make 
(lifiinB: expreffions, al1d reality is a great aflillant to in. 
vention. If you wen: hid to Ih .. 't1y a fubjeCt abnraaly~ 
it would be w:th great difficulty that things proper and 
fuitable to it ,,"ouIt! come into ~~our mind. But if YOl!, 

}"curf~:f \\"ere in the fituation that is to be fUppor~1 
the fentiments pertinent to it would croud upon you im
Inetliltel)·. Let me tr)~ to make tllis fanliliar by all ex
ample, fuppofe I were to ~Ik any of you jun now, what 
are, tlle circumfiances that aggravate fin, or make it more 
11eitlOuS, anu delerving of ie1lere punifhment: it is highly 
probahle l!e ,,·o!lle} either be at a lois altogether, or at le,ft 
\,"oultl Oillit Inan}- of the!n. But if any of you hld re
ceilre(l all injt.ry frolll another, in eXlllailling of it, he 
\\-oul(l 110~ f~\il to CC!lle O\":r thelu e\!tery one. lIe \vou!ll 
l:.t}~ it \vas u'11)r\)vol~etl.-If he had tlOlle him fer\·ice, he 
,\"o~~I(lll at f'lil to l: !)!1!""aid 11im \\-ith it, anti nothing \vould 
be fordotten between thc;., two, thlt could. aggravate the 

• 

SuppofinJ the reality of every thing, all~l, ferves par
t:calarl)p to (l\!li\rer a flJe3ker frOlU atfc3:e(l orl1aOlel1ts, 
and ~very thin5 in lal~6uage or clrriage that is impro
per. Ir you were pleading the caule of one accufed of 
a capit.lI c;-ime~ it would be b~n to fllppolc thal you your-
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{elf were the 3ccur~J perfon, and that you were f peaking 
lor your own life. rrhis would give an eameflnefs of 
fpirit, and a jufinefs and corretlnefs to the manner, infi. 
nitely difiant froln that the.atrical pomp, which is fo 
properly faid to be a departure from the fimplicity of na
ture. 

d 

LECTURE IV. 

H AVING given you fome preliminary difcourres on 
_ fuch points as I thought would ferve to prepare you 
for what might be afterwards raid, I proceed to treat the 
fubjea more methodically and more fuHy. There are 
various ways of div!ding the fuiijeCl, -which yet may each 
of them be faid to take in the whole, in one way or other. 
S~vmll of there mull be combined together; as it is not 
fufticient to view a building only from one Ration. If 
you would underfland it thoroughly, you mull view it 
fronl difFerent fiations, and even take it in profile, and 
,Jearn not only its out\vard appearance, but its inward 
firu8:ure. The metllod I have refolved to fcllo\v, and 
which feems tt' me as complete as any I could fall upon, 
is this--
· I. To treat of language in general, its qualities, and 

powers--eloquent fpeech and its hiliory and praCtice 
as an art. 

II. To confider oratory as divic!ed into its three gre:it 
kinds, the fublime'-:fim'ple-and mixed,-their charac· 
ters-their difiinaions--:their beauties-and their ufc:s. 

III. To confider it as divicled into its conflituent parts, 
invention, difpoiition, fiile, pronunciation and gefiure. 

IV. To confide~ it as its objeCt is different information, 
denlon flratioll, perf uafioll, entertain mente 

V". As its fubjetl is different. 1 i he pulpit, the bar, and 
the fenate, or any deliberative alfembly. 

VI. To confidfr the firucture and parts of a particular 
rlifcollrfe, their or(ler, connexion, ~roportion and ends.. 

\.7'01.. IIf. :~ R 



'"'II. Retapitul~tion. and an inquiry-into the principle;s 
of taRe, or of beatity and gr.icefulnet~ as applic~ble not 
only to omory, but to aU the other (commonly ailed) the 
fine anS. 

In the 6rft place t~n,. I am to treat of language in ge. 
nerai, its 'qualities md powers eloquent fpetth-and &1$ 
hiftory and praaice as an art. 

Language is what in a great tnf!afure d~ffingui~ 
man from the inferior creatures. Not but that almoi 
all animals have certain founds by which they can COfQ. 

municate fom~thingto one another. But thd'e foundsare 
evidently only fimple, and fometimes liogle aertions, 
diif~ring in one creature from another, according to the 
diffi:rent conformation of their organs. Articulate fpeech 
has a far greater compafs, and is able to e.,preIs not 
only a nil multitude of complex, as well as fimple ideas; 
'perhaps we may even fay that articulate fpeech is li'de 
lefs extenfive than thought itielf, there ~:n~ !lardly ~'l~ 
idea that can be formed but it may be .:xp·.y.[cd, ap.~ by 
that nleans communicated. In this there is a ... ~ ide and 
minifeft ditlinClion between the rational and irrational 
creattlres. 

Articulate lioguage is intended to communicate our 
fentiments oce to another. 1"his may be confidercd as 
fully explained, by faying it includ~s infor:ilatiOl~ and 
perfuafion. A cobception in my mind, when fpoken, its 
excellence confifts in Dlaking another perceive "hat I 
perceive~, 'lIld f~ towarrls it as I feel. They may be at 
terwa~·ds amplified and extended; but thefe two particu
Jars lhew the true original purpofe of fpeech. Eloquence 
is commonly called the art of perfuafion, but the other 
JDt~ft be taken in. '\T e mun inform ~fore \\'e can per
fuade, or if there be any fuch thing as perfuafi~n without 
information, it is only a blind impulfe. 

Articulate fpeech is reprefenting our ideas by arbitrary 
founds. That is to fay, there is no real or natural con. 
nc~ion between the found and fignification, but what is the 
effea of compaa and nfe. In this articulate fpeech is 
di{tn~uifhed from figns or natural founds, as alph~betical 
tn'iting (of which more .4lfterwards) is difiinguifhed from 
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hieroglypbical. Kltural founds may ligni;' joy, fc:ar, a..fl.. 

ger, but language in general Jus no (nch mtural tonne~
'o.~ with its meaning. The..-ords ion and moon might 
have had diJl'erent meani~-rs. and fened t~ fune pur
pofe. T.~e word kitb in Helnw, o:~ in G~k, 
do.us if. Latin,1IlaifSllJ in F~ and ~ ill Englifh, 
though all of there !!iffc:rent, are equaily pro~r for fig. 
nifying the f3!me tting, .hen once they 3re 'xed by the 
cunom of til ~ fevc!nl nati~ns. Som~ have attempted to 
J'e'Juce the r~iginal _~l\.Js of a rdPpor~ originll Imguage 
~nd even the letters of" the alphabet, to a natural Jerem
blmce of the ulings to be fignifi~; but their attempt! 
hav~ bc:en fruitlefs and ridiculous. It was in Ulcient ti~ 
a pretty general imaginatioil, that t~re wa: a certain lin. 
gu4~ that wu original and noltunl to m~n i t.h&t this 
was the fi:ft language in uk i and Ulat if men were not 
taught l.noth:r language by ~xample, they would all fpeat 
this l~.gu~. But experience, after trial bad been marle 
by fe~nl curious perfons, thowed this imagination to be 
nin; £Or thole who were brought "P wilhont any com
munication wit~ men, were always dumb, and (poke 
nOlle at all, except fometimes imitating the natural rounds 
of fome bea.Us or birds which they might occafionally 
hear. Herodotus's fiory is either a fllb1e, or it proves no
thing, of a king of Egypt having two children nourifb,.A 
by &oat~ and pronoundn~ the word -Bee, or &ecos, 
which they raid lignified bread in the Phrygi,.o :anguage. 
This was a thing Dlerely accidental, if true; yet at any 
rate of very doubtful authority. 

The words in articulate fpeech therefore are arbitrary, 
nor is there any pofJibility of t.~eir being otherwife; for 
words are only founds, and though it is pomble in fome 
few pa.rticulars to fix upon ,,·ords with a natural relation, 
as for example, perhaps the names of animals might fome. 
tinles be gi\len them with {om~ refelnbJance of found to 
the natural founds which 4hefe animals utter, yet even 
thi~ with diradv~l.(ages, ~s any bedy may perceive, by try
ing to make a word that filan relemble 'the neighing of 
a 11orfe, the lowing of a bull, &.c. But as to all inani. 
mate vifib!~ obj~as, it is impoffiblc to reprefent them 
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by foand; light and found, t!te eye and the ear, being to
tally diffe~nt in kind. I can n:coHt-a nGthin~ that makes 
a:-'r d~fficult~ in this matter, un)c!~ that fome may fay, 
how then do yc. ::nd place for that p.1TticuJar beauty of 
poe!')' and Oth:!f d ... i.;;iptions. in making the found an echo 
to (ile i~nfe? BUl tllis is eai-:~i· refoJve~l. In fome cafes 
the panions give a modulation to found, and in th~ quan
tity of the fyllable::s, and eafe Of diffic~~ty of pronounc;
ing them, the~·e U13Y he! a ref~mblance to ilownefs and la
bor .. or their oppofltes or both. As in the famous p~ffage 
of lIomer Ton 11:';11 Tiuipbo!!; \)r in ];1:r. Pope, who ex
emplifies the rule in giving it. 

U 'Tis not ~nough .. no harihnefs gives offence," &'e. 
If words are arbitrary, it may be afked how language 

came brfi into uie? in \'lhich the Opillions af~ various, 
but the controverfy i~ not of any great moment. Scme 
think it was in tbe fame way as other creatures exert 
their natural po\,rers, that mall by praCtice, gra(lually 
came to the ufe of fpeech, and fettled the meaning of 
\\-ords by cilfiom. Ochers think that this ,\~otlld either 
lle\PCr have hal)pened, or lla\,pe taken a very long time,ar1d 
fuppofe that tileir ~faker taught tht-m at leafi forne de. 
gree of praCtice, which fhould open the way to a more 
extentive ule of the faclllty. And the confideration that 
founds in language are arbitrarYt in fome degree favors 
this fuppofition, beeaufe it may be obferved that as man
kind are capable by infiruClion of the greateft and moft 
rnultiii\fious improvement, fo without infiruCl:iou they 
are capable of doing lean. A human infant when firfi 
brought forth, is more he1plefs and longer hdplefs than 
ally otller animal that \ve kno\v. It does not feem to be of 
lnuch impartance to form ~ determinate. opinion of this 
queflion. ~ It occurs in the very fame way again, and 
Inay be reafaned upon the fame principles, whether al. 
pha0etical writing was an invention and difcovery of 
man, or revealed by God. Thofe \VllO holtl the Ian Ol)i. 
nion obferve that hieroglyphic writing, or writing by figns 
or piCtures) \\?as before alp!labetical, and tbat tile improve
ment of hieroglyphics does not lead to, but from alpha
~etical writing. 1'hat the one confins of natural c:m .. 
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blems, and vifible figns of fentiments, and the other ~f 
arbitrary or artificial figns for fimple founds, fo that the 
more complex you make the tlieroglyphic, }'OU differ the 
more from the alphabet. It feem:i problble that this, and 
indeed the rad:cal principles of all great difcoveries, \\gere 
brought out by accident, that is to fay, by Providence: 
therefore it is probable that God gave to our firfi: parents 
who were fOUIld ill a nate of full gro\\9th. all the i!lfiruc
lion neceffary for proceecling u])on, and exercifing the 
faculty of fpeech, the length that was necefTary for the 
purpcfes of human life. It is alfo probable from the ana
logy of Providence, that he left as mtlch to the exerc ife of 
the human po\vers as experience and application cou1(i 
conveniently fuppl}~. 

I ~till not enter much into the fornlation and C011firuc
tion of language in general. It is foroled by a certain 
nunlber of fimple founds which \\?hen varioufly combined. 
l)roduce that variety of \\'or(ls \vhich though certainly 
not firi8ly infinite, yet have been hithet10 ine~haufted 
by all the lan~uages in the \vorld. The letters are divid
ed into vowels and confonants, the firfl having a found of 
themfelves, and the other giving only a fOit of modifi
cation to that found. Some great philologiUs are of opi
nion, that in the Hebre\v and ieveral other ancient Jan
guages, their vlhole letters are confonants, ten(iing to 
mark the different configurations of the organs of found 
at the beginning of pronunciation, and the vo\vels are the 
fOllnds themfe~ves, \\'hich they fay men \\'ere taught t(\ 
adopt by habit, firO: in fpeaking, and then in writing, 
and afterwards YJere diftinguifhed by marks or figns for 
the fake of readers. HeIlce tl1e contrC'''.?c;rf:/ about ihe 
IIebrew points, and incleed reading the deac) ]~ngua£es 
in general, \vhich is attended \vith great uncertaiIlty, par
ticulnrl}, from the follo\ving circumfiances. Vowels 
11ave in general been but five or fix in ntlmber, \vhiell 
fhould exprefs all the finlplc founds, atl~i J1tt they (10 not, 
and perhaps there is not a langt;~ge in \vhich there is great
er confufion ill this matter, thallour o\vn, \vhich makes 
the Englifh fo exceedingly difficult for a foreignerto attain. 

· Several Englifh V01\'eJs have three or four different founds, 
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and as Sher·~·an fays, fame of them the length of five; I 
has thret: in one word, viz. infinit~. There things not 
being necdfary to my main purpofe, I only point at them 
without enlarging. 

It is plaitl that in whatever mallner languages were firO: 
formed, we can eafily fee that they came flow ly and by 
degrees to perfeCtion. An eminent French author, father 
La my , f.lYs the Hebrew language was perfeCt in its origi. 
Ilal; but he advances no proof of this, but 1l1o\ving in
deed by very jufi hifiorical remarks and criticifms, that 
the Hebrew was anterior in point of time to the Greek, 
and that in \vriting, the letters were taken from the He
brew and employed in tIle Greek. Hifiory fays that Cad. 
mus \Vas a Phenician, ancl he has generally among the 
Greeks the honor of introducing letters. It is aIfo obfer. 
ved that as the letters of tile alphabet were ufetI in eXFref. 
flng numbers, ttJe G r~eks after they hatl in procers of 
tinle altered or left out tile Jetter 'Dau in Hebrew, which 
ilands fixt)l in order, tlley put a new mark ,'\ for fix, that 
the ren might retain their powers, which plainly fuews 
tllat tlie Hebrew alphabet \vas older than the Greek, as it 
DO\V fiands. 

But for my part, I do not underfiand the meaning 
of faying that the Hebrew language was perfeCt at firfi; 
it might be fitted for all the purpofes of them that nfed it 
brft, and is probably at this day as good as any other 
languagei fo far as it goes, but it is plain that this and 
all tIle other languages of the firft ages were narrow, 1hort 
an(! fimp]e. They muft have been fo from tile nature 
of the thing, mon probably they confined chiefly of mo
nofyllablt:s reprefenting iimple ideas_ \Vhat occafion 
had they for complex or compound words, when they 
11a(1 fe\v if any complex e)r compourlded ideas? 1'his ap
pears very plaill1y from t~1~ fiate of the Hebre\v language, 
iome of the other orientals, and the language of all un· 
c'Jltivated peopl~. It holels like\\'ife in tIle cafe of the 
Chineie language, which though the people are not un· 
cultivated properly fpeaking, is yet in an unimproved 
fiate, f'·om their 11avil1g had little intercourfe with other 
nations. All ruch languages have few adjeCtivesl and 
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when they do ure words as adjetlives t they arc common· 
ly figurative. There is an ingenious and probable de. 
dut\ion how a fcanty narro\v language might be firfi ufed 
in Shuckford's con nex ions. l~hey might exprefs quali. 
lies by the name of fome animal retnarkable for them
as a lion-man, for a valiant or fierce man. This is whol. 
ly agreeable to the genius of the Hebrew language. The 
Hebrews defcribe every thing that is very great, by adding 
the name of God to it, a~ the trees of God-the river of 
God. It follo\vs that in all uncultivated languages the fi. 
gures are frequent and very ftrong. The Indians in Ame
rica have a language full of metaphors. They take up the 
hatchet, for going to war 'J ~lld they brighten tile chain, 
when they confirm a peace. 

Hence it appears that in the earlieR: times, if they ufed 
figures, it was the effea of neceffily rather than choice. 
But .what men did at firft out of neceffit},., orators after
wards returned to from choice, in order to increafe the 
beauty or force of their diCtion, or both. In faa figures 
do lnake the greateft impreffion on men's minds~ They 
are ftmiible, and therefore level to every perfon's capacity: 
for the fame rearo!} they make a {hong impreffion on the 
imagination. rrhey like\vife leave a great deal of rOOln 

for the creative power of fancy to make additions. A fign 
or fymbol feen by a multitude, on a fubjeCt that is under
flood, carries the contagion of enthufiafm or rage exceed
ingly far. In the 19th of Judges you fee the Levite took 
his concllbine, and cut her into t\veJve parts, and relIt 
them to all the tribes of Ifrael. 'I'he Roman alfo holding 
up the frump of his hand which he had loft in the fervice 
of the public, pleaded for his brother with a power vaflJy 
fuperior to any language whatever. 
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H· -A "\.-iNG given you a 1hort view of )an~uage in gee 
. Ileral, if it were Jl0t too long, I wou1d confider the 
firuC\:ure of particular languages; infiead of which, take 
the fell' following fhort remarks-, 

i. The natur~ of things neceffariJy fuggefis many of 
'the ways of fpeaking which confiitute the grammar of a 
language, and .ill every language there is nearly the Canle 
number of parts of fpeecb, as they are enumerated in the 
~Latin grammar; nOlIn, pronoun, verb, particillle, adverb, 
prepcfitio~ interjection, conjunBion. 

2. In the ufe of there, there is a very great variety. 
Nouns to be fure, are declin~d· nearly the fame way in all 
by cafes and numbers, though the Greeks in this differ a 
little, ufing three numbers- inftead of two, having a parti-

~ eular inBetlion of the word~ when there are but two per
fons meant; and another for the plural or mOI~: but in 
the verbs, there is a very great divedity; in !he aaiv~ and 
paffi\Te lignification they generally agree, -but fome ex-
'prefs the perfous by·termi~ations, and fome by pronouns 
. and nominatives expreffed. Some have moods which 
others have not. The Greeks have an optative mood; 

"the Latins have gerunds; the Hebrews with fewer differ
: cnces of moods, have conjllgations that carry fome variet}' 
. of fignification to the fame word. In one word maser, 
he delivered, there is not only this and its paffive, but ano-
.ther,he delh'ered diligently, and the paffive; a~~ther, he 
made to deli\'er; ano~her, 11e (ielivered himfelf. The 
Greeks, befides the aCtive and paffive, have a m.cdia 'Vox, 
of which perhaps the ufe is not now fully underftood; 
fince lome of the bell grammarians fay it fignifies doing 
a thing to one's fdf; Tupsomai I thall firike myfelf. Moll: 
of the mode:-n languages decline their verbs, not by inflec
tion of the termillatioll, as the Greek and Latin, but by 
auxiliary verbs, as the Englifil and French. The Chinefe 
b.n~uage is perhaps the reaft improved of any language 



EIOfJue'I(~. so.> 

that has fubfined for any.time; this probably is owing to 

their want of alpllabetical \\'riting: e\'ery \yord arnong 
them ha:l a character peculiar to it, fo that letters ancl 
words Ylere tIle fame in number in their language; tJlit 
rendered it of immenfe (liflir.ulty to underfi~nd their ,,'r). 
ting among themfelves, and quite impoffible to foreigners: 
but they were vaftly furprifed to find, that the Jefuits from 
Etlrope, tll2.t came among them, could eafily write their 
Janguage by our alphabet: and as they ufe the fame word 
in diff~rent tones, for (lifl'erent meanings, there fathers alfo 
foon fOUlld a \vay of (Iiflinguifhing there in writing by cer
tain marks and accents placed over the word, differing as 
it was to be uifft!reJltly tal~en. 
, 3- Some Jlave amufed thenlrelves, with inventing a Ian. 
guage, with fllCh a regular gramlnar as might be eafily uo. 
derfiood, and having this Janguage brought illto general 
ufe. We have a relnark of this kind! in Father Lami·s 
rhetorique, in French, and he fays the grammar of the 
Tartar language come nearefi to· it. ,Ve have alfo had 
fome fchemes and propofit~ns of this k~nd iIi Englifh, tfut 
it: feenls \vholly chimerical. I ilia:: only obferve further, 
that fome few have imagined that the Hebrew language 
ItiHf was originally, and when compleat, a perfect Ian .. 
guage, and that we now have it only maimed, and but a 
fmall part of it. Thefe fuppofe the Janguage to be gene
rated' thus, by taking the letters of the alphabet, and firO! 
going through them regularly by t\\'O, and then by three, 
ab, ag, ad, &c. aba, abb, &c. All thefe fchemes are idle, 
becaufe no perfon can poffibly lay do",n rules beforehand, 
for every thing that may here:lfter be thought and fpoken, 
and therefore, when they are brought out, they wi Ii be ex
pre[ed as tll0fe to \vhom tlley firfi occur thall incline, ancl 
cullom will finally fix them, and give them their authority. 

Leaving thefe things therefore, as matters of more 
curiofity than ufe, I proceed to fpeak of eloquent fpeech, 
and its hifiory as an art. It is plain, that in the progrefs of 
fociety and the commerce of human life, it would foon 
appear that rome fpol~e \vith more grace and lleauty, and 
fo as more to incline, tIle hearers to their fentiments, than 
others; neither is it hard to perceive that it would be: early 
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in reput:!. In the firl1 affociations of mankind, they 
mull ha,re b~ell c:li~t]y govtrllt:tl l,}, thore who had the 
power of perrucd~on. In uncultivated focieties, it is fo 
Rill: In all Illuiall tribe, tIle iacllem or \vife man direCts 
their councils. rJ~he l>rog-reJs of orater}' to\\'aras pel:~~ 
tion, muil have been evith:ntly in fact, iike the progrefs 
of ali other hllmall arts, gracual, and ill proportion to the 
encouragenlent given to its exercife. It prevailed, \vhere 
the flate of things and cOllfiitution of government favored 
it, but not otller\v·ife. 

It is to be obferved here, tllat by the confcnt of all, and 
11Y the inemorials of antiquity that are left, poetry \vas 
Jnore allciet1t tllan oratory; or perhaps \\~e may rather 
fay, that the firft exertions of genius in eloquent e~preffion 
were in poetry, not in profe. It has frequently been made 
matter of critical inquiry, why poetry was prior to ora
tory, and \\'hy 100ner brougllt to p~rfeaion? I do not 
percei\?e very clt~arly, \Vllat great cdvantage there is in (Ie. 
~ermining this quefiion, fuppofing we fhould hit upon the 
true reafons: Olle reafon I take to be, that the circum
~ance ill poetry tllat gives generally th~ higheft pleafure, 
\1iz. a firong and vigorous fancy, is Jeall: indebted to appli. 
cation, inflruai(~n or time for its perfeCtion : therefore 
poetical procluClions in general, ~nd that fpedes of thenl 
in particular which have moll of that quality, mull be as 
eafily produced in UIlcultivated times, as any ctller; anti 
for fome reafons given in a former difcourfe, mull appear 
then \\~itll tIle ~~rtaten: effect. '\'hereas, to fuccers in 
t>ratory, fome knowledge of the human heart, and even 
fome ex perience in the \""a}'s of men, is nece{fary. Ano
ther difference is plaill; poetical pr9uuCtiollS having ge
nerally l)leafure ~:Jr imnlC(iiate entertainlnent as their de
ngn, may protiuce that elTt:a in any age; whereas the 
circun1fiances tllat reI1UtreU tl~e orator's difcourfe intcrefi. 
ing, are all gone. 

Perhaps to this Vle may add, that tIle incitements to 
poetry are nlorc general. A poet pleafes and obtains 
fame from every fii1g1e perfon who re,!ds or hears his pro. 
duCtiollSj but ara affeillbly, bufillefs, and an occafion are ne
ceffary to the orator. 1'his Ian is likewife limited in point 
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, of place and fituation. Oratory could not thri\'e in a fiat;:: 
,yhere arbitrary power prevails, hecaufe tlr,'n there is no
thing left for iarge afiemblies and a difiuf'i,'e public to de
termine; whereas poetry is pleafing to pcrfons under any 
form of government \\~hatever. 

Thore who have given the hiftory of oratory hl\'e 
rather given us the hinory of the teachers of t ~at art than 
its pi"ogrefs and efletts. It mufi be obfervetl, howe\1er, 
that in this as well as in' poetry, criticifm is the child and 
not the father of genius. It is tile frllit Qf experience 
and judgment, by refleclion 11pon the Ipontaneous pro
duCl:ions of genius. Criticifm inquires what was the 
caufe of thin~s being agreeable, after the effect: has 
been feen. 'Vard britlgs a citatioil from Cicero, to fllO\\' 

that the orator's art Was older than the Trojan war. The 
purport of this is, that Ifomer attributes force to Uly[es' 
1jleeches, and f\veetnefs to N eflor's; per)laps alfo he has 
charaCterifed Menelaus' manner as fimple, fhort and Ul1-

adorned. There is not, howe\'er, any certainty in this 
art being much fiudied or explained in there early times 
from this citation; for though Homer is an excellent poet, 
of inimitable fire and great ftrength of natural judgment, 
it is not certain that he kept fo perfeCtly to propriety, as 
to defcribe only the! manner and fiyle of things at the time 
of the Trojan war, which was 150 years before his o\\·n. 
I fbould be Inore apt to conclude that he had defcribed 
manners, characters and fpeakers as they were in his own 
time, with a little air of allt iq tlit~'. 

'Ve are, llowever, tol(l by Pal!fanilS, that the firfi rehool 
of oratoty in Greece \\',.s opened ;.11 the fchool of Tht!feu~, 
the age preceding that war. If there be any c\!rtainty in 
this, its being taught in Greece has been very.ancie'nt 
indeed; but there bein~ fabulous tllnes, it is fcarc\;)v t8 

." 

be depended upon. llowever, it is certain thlt oratorv . . . 
fiourifhed early, and was imprm'ed grc~tly in Greece. 
Many circumftances concurred to produce this effecl:. 
The .pirit and capacity of the people-the early intro
duction of letters--but chiefly their political f:~ua
tion-the freedom of their fiates-the frequency of puh. 
lie affemblies-and the importance of their uec:f:on:a. 
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There is much raid of the fpirit and capacity of the 
Greeks for all tIle arts, an(\ to be fllre their climate, fo 
f~rene an<l temperate, might have all the efieCt that a eli. 
lllate call have: but I reckon the two other c8ufes much 
more confi(lerable. rrhe introduction of letters is necefp 
Cary to the improvement and perfeaion of a language, and 
as they were tarly bleffed with that atlvantage, they had 
the beft opportunity of imJlroving. HO\\IPe\'er, tl1e laft 
~allfe of all is much more powerful than both the former, 
though perhaps literature is neceffary to be joined with it 
to produce any great effect. As to fome of the other arts, 
particularly painting and fiatuary, an eminent modern 
~ritic fays, the Greeks coul~ not but excel, becaufe they, 
pf all others, had the beft images from nature to copy. 
He fay's that the games in Greece, inwhiGIl the beft fQrm~ 
~d b04ies for agility "nd flrength in the whole COUlltry 

were feen nakeq, and firiving and e;certing tbemfelves to 
the very utmofi, mult have prefented to perfons of genius 
origiQals to dra\v from, ruch a~ ~n mofi other nations ne· 
ver are to be feen. If tllis remark is jun in the other arts, 
the influence of eloquence in the public affemblies ofthefe 
free nates lllUfi: h'\ve had a filllilar effea in the art 'of .. . ""... . ~ . . 

~peaking. 
The Cirt of fpeaking in Greece, however, does not feem 

to h~v~ r~f~(l high till the time of Pericles, and he is faid 
to have been fo powerful an orator that he kept up hisin.,. 

.' flu~qc~ in th.~ city as, much by his eloquence as tyrants 
~li(l by their power. There is a paffage of Cicer(), whica 
:ieems to fay that he was the firfl who prepart!d his dif
(:ourfes iQ .writing, and fome have been fhnple enough 
to believe that he read them; but nothing can be a more 
manifefi n)ifi~ke, becaufe aCtion or pronunciation was 
\Jy aU the aQcients con fidertd as the great point in ora
tory~ Ther(! were to be feen in Cicero and ~intiJian's 
tinles, ora~iolls faiel to be of Pericles ; bu~ both there great 
orators i~em to be of Qpinion that they were not his, be
(;auie. they did not at all feem to come up to the great fame 
~f his eloquence. l\Ir. Bay Ie, a very eminent critic·, 
fays julily, that theft: great mtn might be mifiaken in 
tll~t par~icu~ar; f91" a very indifi~r~nt compofitiol~ may . '-
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be the work of a very ~reat orator.. The gnce of eJo
cution and the power of aC\ioo might not ooly acquire a 
man fame in fpeaking, but keep up his influence in pub
lic affemblies. Of this \\'e have t\VO very great Britifh 
e.~ample8, l\fr .. 'Vhitefield in the pulpit, and Mr. Pitt in 
the fenate. 

After Pericl~s there \vere many great orators in Greece9 

and indeed all their fiatefmen were orators till the time 
of Demofihenes-; when the Grecian eloquence {cerns to 
have attained its perfecl:ion. The praifes of this great 
fpeaker are to be fo generally met with, that I lhall not in
fill upon them at all, funher than remillding you, th~J: 
though no doubt eminentlY qualified by nature, he needed 
and received great improvement fronl art. 
· The Roman eloquence was of much fhorter duration. 

It is true that the ROllHln flate being free, and the af
iemblies of the people having nluch in their power, it 
feems, according to the principles we have gone upon, 
that public {peaking mull have been in efieem; but there 
is fomething peculiar. The Romans were for many ages 
a plain, rough, unpolifhed people. \7 alor in war was their 
idol, and therefore though to be fure from the earlieR times 
the affemblies muft have been managed in their delibera
tions by their fpeakeis, yet they were concife and una
dorned, and probably COllfified more of tellillg tkem their 
Hory, and lhowing their wounds which was of frequent 
praCtice among them, than any artful or paffionate ha
rangues. The firfi fpeakers of any eminence we 
read of in the Roman hillary, \vere the Gracchi. Cicero 
I believe makes little mention even of them. AnthollY 
and Cra[us \vere the firfi celebrated orators among the 
Romans, and they were but in the age immediately be
fore Cicero himfelt~ and from llis time it rather ftll into 
decay. 

I llave raid above that genius and excellence \\ras before 
criticifm. This is very plain; for though \\te read of fchools 
and rhetoricians at different times and places, tl1cfe are 
confidered by the great matters as perfons quite contemp
tible. Of this kind there is a remarkable palfage in Ci
~ero in l!is BTl/illS. At hune (fpeaking of Pericles) non 



decJamator, &.c. The firf: jufl: and truly eminellt ~!'~ti~ 
in Greece \\'as .I\rifi(\tie, \\-ho flourifhed as late as the time 
of Demofthenes. Anti Cicero himfelf \vas the lira emi· 
nent critic amo~g the Romans. Ariflotle has laid open 
the princip1es of eloquence and perfuafton as a logician 
and phiiofopher~ and Cicero has don~ it in a Rill more 
mafierly manner, as a phiiofopher, {cbolar, or:!tor and 
tlatefolan; and I confers unlefs he has hatl many authors -
to conrult that we kno\v nothing of, his judgment and 
penetration are quite admirable,and his books de Oratore, 
&c. more finifhed in their kind, than any of his. orations 
thcmfel ves. 

As to the effeas of oratory, they have been and are 
fureJy very gTeat, but as tllings feen through a miH, or at 
-a great difiance, are apt to be miftaken in their faze, I am 
apt to think rnan}~ fay things'incredible, and make fup~ 
titions quite contrary to nature and reafon, and therefore 
to probabiiity. Some fpeak and write ~s if all the anci. 
ent orators had a genius more than lluman, an(l indeed 
by their wll01e firain feeln rather to extinguiOl than ex. 
cite an ardor to excel. Some 21fo feeDl to me to go upon 
a fuppofition as if all tIle peoille in the atlcient republics 
had been rages, as well as their fiatefnlen orators.--
1'here is a remark to be found in many critics upon a 
fiory of 1'heophraftus the philofopher~ from which they 
infer the delicacy of lrlC Atllcnians. rrhat pllilofopher 
it feeols went to bu}' fon1ething of an llerb.\vOnlan, ;~t a 
flail, and {he in her anfwer tb !lim it feems called him 
flranger. This they fay lbows that {he knew him by his 
accent not to be a llative of Athens, althougll !le had 
li\'ed thef"e tllirtv years. But \,,-e are not even certain 
that her calling him ftrariger implied any more than that 
he '\~ilS ll11k110\Vn to ll~r: Befides, tll0Ugh it \vcre true, 
that file difco\<terell hill\ not to be an Atheniall torn) t11is 
is no more than what happens ii! every populous country 
that ther.e is fOolething ill tIle accent \\,hiell \\yill deter. 
mine a Inan to be of one count:ey or province, rather 
than another, and I am fomcwhat of opinion that this 
,vould be nl0re (lifcernib!e in Greece tIlan an" wliere 

~ 
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eh~. l'he .Jiir~rent dialects of the Greek tongue were 
not reckonell repro3chful, as nlallY local (!ifferences are 
in Britain, which therefore people will endeavor to rid 
tbemlelves of as \vell as the}r can. In fhOit I take it for 
gran too , that an affc:mbiy of the vulgar in Athens was 
juft like an a[embly of common people among us, 
1I1d a fenate at Athens ii, ~n(l~ftantling and tafie was not 
fuperior !:: the fenate of Grt1t-Britain, and that tome of 
them were but mere mobs; al1d tllat they were very (Iii: 
orderly is plain from what we read of Plato being pulJed 
,10\vn from tile defk, \vhen he \vent up to defelld Socra .. 
tes· 

1'he moll remarkable {lorv of the effeCt of ontorv is that . ~ 

told of Cicero's power over Crelilf in his oration for C. 
I.igarius. This is very porn pouDy told by fome critics, 
Ullt C::e!ar tame to the juugment feat determined to con
demn him, and even took the pen in his lland to fign his 
cond~mnation, but that he \vas illtercfleu by Cicero's el~ 
quence, and at laft fo moved that he dropped the pen an(l 
granted the orator's ~equell. But fuppofing the fafts to 
have hal1pened, I am very dottbtful of the ju!inefs of the 
remark. Crerar \vas a great politician, allu as \ve know he 
dill attenlpt to efit,blifu llis authorit}7 b}F olercy, it is not 
lllllikely both th~t ~e deterlnine~l to p;\rdon 14i~Tius, and 
to flltter Cicero's vanity by giving Ilim tIle bOIlor of ob. 
taining it. In lliort, orator}' Ilas its chief po\\~er in pro. 
mifcuous affemblies, and there it reigned of old, and reigns 
fiill, by its \~ifible effeCt. 

W E now proceed to conCder eloquence as divided 
into its three great killlls-the tllblime, t11e fim

pIt't and the mixed. 1'his is very unhappily expreffecl 
by \rm-J, who divides fiyle into the low, the middle, 
alld the fllblime. Lo\v is a \rof(l \Vllich, ill its firft ~nd 
literal fellie, fignifies fituation. and , .. -hen :l11plle() meta .. 
phorically, n;\·er is, in any inftance, ufed in Ii gco~l 
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fenfe, ~'.~ always lignifies what is either unhappy, or bare 
and conL,"~'flptib)e, as we fay a maIl's or a nate's finances 
are low. '.,~.~ fay a nlan is in a low fiate of health. We 
fay he is guilty cflow, mean praCtices.-Has a low, mean, 
paltry Ryle. It was therefore conveying a very wrong 
idea to make /O'W one of the different kinds of {lyle. Yon 
olay obferve that I have introduced this diflinCtion in a 
manner forne\vhat different from him, and fome other au. 
thors. They confider it as a divifion of fiyle. I choofe 
rather to fay there are tllree different great kinds, into 
which eloquence and compofition may be divided. The 
reafon is I believe, the word style, which was ufed both 
by the Greeks and Romans, but efpecially the latter, h~ 
like many others gradually changed its meaning. At firft 
it lignified the manner of \vriting in general, a.nd is even. 
fometimes ufed 10 ftill, but more commonly now ill En. 
glifh it is confined t~ the diCtion. Nothing is more com. 
mon than to fay fublimity in fentiments and fly Ie, fo as 
to difiinguifh the one from the other. i am fenfible that 
even in this confined fenfe there is a fublimity, fimplicity, 
and mediocrity in language itfelf, which will naturally 
enollgh fall to be explained, but it is better upon the whole 
to confider them as different kinds of eloquence for feveral 
reafons.. . 

Sublimity in writing confifis with all fiyles, and parti. 
cularly many of the highefi and moll admired examples 
of fublimity are in the utmoft fimplicity of fiYle. .Some. 
times they are fo far from lofing by it, that they owe a 
great part of their beauty and their iorce to it. rrhat re· 
markable example of fublimity in the Scripture, is \vhol •. 
ly in the fimple fiyle. "," Let there be light, and there 
" was light. 1'here art. aHo many others in Scripture, 

. " TIle gods of the Gentiles ar~ vanity and lies,"-'t. I am 
" tllat I am." 

Some of the other kinds alfo, even the fimpleft, do 
fometimes admit great force of exprc:ffion, though more 
rarely, and there is a great danger in the fimple manner of 
\vriting, by admitting lofty expreilions to [well into born
baft. The mixed kind frequently admits of fublimity of 
{lyle, and i.ndeed is called mi.'Ced, as confining, as it were, 
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~\!!rrn:\tc1y of the one and the other, or being made up of 
a proportion of each. 

'fhe f.'~lime killd of W1 i!;ng chiefly belongs to the fol. 
lo\v;ng futj\;P.'!: epic Iloetry, tragedy, ora·ions on great 
fubjeCts, and lhen particularly the peroratiLn. Nothing 
can be too grea~ for there fubjeds, and unlefs they are 
treated \\'ith fublilality, tlley are not treated fuitabl). The 
1imple kind of writing belongs to fcientific writing, epif.. 
tolary writing, effay and dialogue, and to the whole in. 
ferior fpecies of poetry, pailorals, epigrams, epitaphs, &c • 
. 1'he mixed kind belollgs to hifiory, fyfiem, and ,-ontro. 
verfy. The 6rft fort mull be always fublime in fenti-
.ment or language, or both. Tile fecond may be often 
fublime in fentilnent: fometinles, but very rarely, in lan
guage. The mixed admits of both {orts with full propri
ety, and may be often fublime both in fentimellt and 
language~ 

, Let us now confider there three great kinds oi compo
fition, feparately, in the order in which I have named 
them. 

I. Of the fublime manner oi \yriting-This is very 
difficult to defcribe or treat of, in a critical manner. It is 
very remarkable, that all writers on this fubjeCt, not ex
cepting thofe of the greaten judgment, accuracy and pre
cifion, when they come to explain it, have ufed nothing 
but metaphorical expreffions. ' It is however certain in 
general, . that metaphor fuould be kept as much as poffible 
out of definition or explication. There all agreeing there. 
fore in this circumfiallce, feenls to fhow that fubJimity is 
a fingle or fimple idea, that cannot be refolved, divided or 
analyfed, and that a tafie for it, is in a good ~eafure, a 
feelirig of nature. The critics tell us, that fublimity is 
that which furprifes, ravifhes, tranfports: thefe are words 
frequently applied to its efl'eCls upon . the he are. r::i, and 
greatnefs, loftinefs, majefiy, are afcribed to the fentiments, 
to the charaCl:er, to the perron. An oration, or the fub. 
lime parts of a poem, have been compared to the voice 
of thunder, or penetration of lightning, to .the impetuofi. 
ty of a torre~t; tllis lair, is one of the beft metaphorical 
expreffiolls for ful>1imity in eloquence, becaufe it carries 
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in it, not only the idea of great force, but of carrying away 
every thing with it that oppofes or lies in its way. That 
may be raid to be fublime, that has a~ irrefifiible influ
ence on the hearers, and 9lhen examined', carries in it the 
idea of great power and abilities in the fpeaker: yet even 
.this is not fufficient, it has the charaaer of gre8tnefs, as 
diflinB: from that of beauty, fweetnefs or ufe. Burke, on 
the fublime, has endeavored to fhow that fublimity and 
beauty, though generally united in our apprehenfions, are 
difiinCl: qualities, and to be traced to a different fource. 
·Of fublimity in particular, he faYfl it is always allied to 
fueh tllings as raife the paffion of ten-or: but of this I 
will fpeak more fU'ny epon a head I have referved for that 
·purpofe; in which I ptopofe to inquire into the firft prin
ciples of tafie OJ' approbation, common to tllis alld all other 

• .arto. . -, 
Longinus mentions no lefs than five diif"?!ent fources 

of the fublime. (I) Greatnefs or elevation of m!nd. (1) 
Pathos or pallion. (3) Figure. (4) Noblenefs of language. 
(5) Compofition or arrangement of words. But though 
the laft t~ 0 of thef: are of confiderable nloment, and 
greatly contribute to augtnent tile force as \vell as beauty 
of a difcourfe, I do not think they are of that nature, as 
-to be confidered upon the fame footing with the other three. 
Tllerefore leaving \\"hat is to be faid upon them to the next 
bead, when it \vili properly occur, I fhall confider the 
others in their order. 

I. Greatnefs or elevation of Dlind-This is the firft 
and radical fource of fublimity indeed. I t is quite im. 
poffible for a man to attain to fublimity of compofition, 

· unlefs his foul is great, and his conceptions noble: and, 
on the other hand~ he that poffdr~$ thefe, can hardly ex
prefs himfelf meanly. Longinus gives it as an advice, 
:that a man fhould ac~uftom his mind to great thought. 
)3ut if you afk me what are great thoughts, I coniefs my· 
felf unable to explain it, and unlefs the feeling is. natural, 
I am afraid it is impoffible to impart it; yet it feerns to be 
pretty generally underfiood. It is common to fay fuch a 
man llas a great foul, or fuch anotller has a mean or little 
foul.. A great f.oul afpires in its hopes; ~s not eafily tcr~ 
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rified by enemies or difcouraged by difficulties, It is 
worth while to confider a little the effeCt of a man's out
ward circumfiances. rfhe mind to be fure, cannot be 
wholly made by any drcumftances. Sentiments and nate 
are different things. Many a great mind has been in 
narrow circumflances, and many a little rafcal has ~en a 
king; yet education and manner have a fenfible effea 
upon men in general. I imagine I have obrerved, that 
when perfons of great rank, have been at the fame time, 
men of real geni 11s, they llave generally excelled in rna· 
jelly and dignity of fentiments and language. This was 
an advantage generally enjoyed by the ancients whofe 
writings remain to us; having but their 0\1ln language to 
liudy, and being early introduced into public life, and 
even into the conduCt of the greaten affairs, they \\·ere led 
into noblenefs of fentiment. Xenophon, Domofthene~ 
Cicero, Crefar, were all of them great ftatefmen, and two 
of them great generals, as well as writers. In modem 
times, there is a m'ore compleat partition of employments, 
fo that the aaterman, general and fcholar, arefeldom found 
united in the fame perron; J~et I think it appears in faa, 
that when fiatefmen are alfo fcholars, they make upon the 
whole, greater orators and nobler l1I"riters, than thofe who 
are fcholars merely, though of the greaten capacity. In 
every ftation however, this remark has place, that it is of 
importance to fublimity in writing, to endeavor to acquire 
a large and liberal manner of thinking. Whilft I am 
making ure of this language, I would caution you againll 
thinkirlg thlt pride alld vanity of mind, are at all alJied to 
greatnefs, in this ref pea. There is a ret of men called 
free. thinkers, who are p1eafed to arrogate to themfelves, a 
large and liberal manner of thinking, and the generality 
of them, are as !~~tle creatures, as any on the face of the 
earth. Mr. Addifon compares them to a fly, which light
ing upon a great building, and perceiving the fmall inter
fiices bet\veen tIle {lones, cries out of vaIl: charms aJld irre
gularities, which is wholly owing to tIle extreme littlenefs 
orhis fight, that is.notable to fee the dignity and grandeur 
of the w hole building. 



"nell I am upon tilis {u".j,.a of greatners and eleva. 
tion of thought, as one fouf(.~ f)f the {uhJime, you wiU 
naturally expea th:l.t I fhould give rome examples to it. 
luftrate it. I filall begin with tome Ot t of the fcriptures, 
where indeed there is the greaten number, and there the 
110blefi t!lat can \veJI be cOllceived, &, I am God alQne, and 
llefides Ole there is no faviour--"Tflo is this tll:tt darkeneth 
counfel by words without knowledge :-"~ho will fet the 
briars and thorns againiline in battle :" &.c. See alfo t",o 
pa[ages inimitably grand-Ifa. 40. Il-and \:. 11, and 
on\\~ards. 

To mention fome of the fayings in heathen antiquity
Alexander's faying to Pamlenio is certainly of the gre.t 
kind, yet perhaps with a coniider3hle Dlixture of pri<!e as 
well as greatnefs. Parmenio told him if he were Alexan. 
der he \\:"ould a~1: in a certain manner. Anf\\l"er. So 
would I, if I were Parmenio. That ofPonls, tlte Indim 
king, to Alexander howev~r, was much greater. '\~hen 
he was Alexander's prifoner, and \Vas afked by that prince 
how he e':qlefled to be treated: He anfwered, like a king. 
Ca:far's falnolls Jaying of \~ell!, vidi, vici, has often been 
quoted as a condfe and noble defcription of the rapidity 
of his conqueRs; yet I Cunfefs I think it very dubious; it 
has not only an air:>f iOlproper vanit}~, but looks like an 
intended alld filly pIa}' upon the \\'ord:;, and \\~hat we call 
alliteration. They are three words of th~ fame length, 
the fame tenfe., and the fanle beginning and ending. 
Cicero, in one of his oratiollS, I believe ill that for ~Iar
cell~s, has a yery noble compli31ent to Cre!~r, \,,.hen he 
f3YS the goos had gh'en nothing to lnen 10 ~at 3S a dif
pofition to filew mercy. But of all great fayings on re· 
cord, there is n()n~ that ever nlade foch ~n impreffion 
upon me as that of ... \yliff~ to king James the IUd. He 
had been qeteCtecl ill fonle of the plots, &c. 1'11e king 
faid to him, l\fr. Ay!ilfe, don't you know 'tis in my power 
to pardon you ? Yes (fays he) I know it is in your power, 
but it is not in your 11ature ! - . 

It is ntceff.lry to put you in mind in reading books of 
criticifln, tllat \,-ilell examl)les of greatnefs of lentinlellt 
ire produced fronl IIomc;;r ,\UU the other ancient writers, 



111at all circumnances mull be taken ill, in order to form 
a juft opinion concerning them. '\1' e mull remember 
his times, and the general belief of his countrymen with 
reg-.mt to theology, and many other fubje8s. 1"llere mull: 
be a probability to make a thing natural, otherwife it is 
not great or noble, but extravagant. Homer in defcrib. 
jng the goddeis Difcord, fays, her feet were upon the 
eart.~, and her head \\"as coverecl with the clouds. He 
mtlkes Pluto look up and affirm, that Neptune would 
open heU ittelf, and make the light to Ihjne into that dark 
abode. Tl:ere are fome of ther~ that appear to me fuf .. 
pidous even in Homer himfelf; fuch as when he makes 
Jupiter brag that if all the other gods were to hang at the 
bottom of a chain, atid earth and rea, and all a1~ng ,,-jth 
them, he would tofs them all up as eafily as a hall. 
How~vei it was with regard to bim\ who was taught to 
believe in Jupiter fitting upon Alount 0Iympu[, or qual' .. 
fing Nefur in the council of the gods, modern and Chrif
tian writers and fpeakers lliould be careful to avoid any 
thine that i~ extravagant and ridiculolis, or even fuch al
fufions to the heathen theQlogy as could only be proper to 
thofe who believed in it~ 

There is the more reafon to infift upon this, that as 
gra.ndeur and fublimity is commonly a great objea of 
ambition, particularly with young perfons, they are very 
ready to degenerate into bombaft. Y-ou OUgllt al\vays to 
remember that the language ou~ht to be no Iligher than the 
fubje8:, or the part of the fubjeCt !hat is then imlnediately 
handled. See an example of the differeut ways of a fim-
1l1e and a turgid writer, upon the very fame ientiment, 
where the Roman empire was extended to the weftem 
coaft of Spain, Sextus Rufus fhnply tells it thus-Hifpa
ni~s per Decimum Brutum obtinuimus et ufque ad Ga
des et oceanum perven!mus. Flortls, taking a more lofty 
flig!lt, fays-Decimus Brutus aliquanto tottUS, &.c. 

I have only further to oblerve, that in fublime defcrip
tions great care fhould be taken, that they be ali of a piece', 
and notiling unfuitable brOtlght into vie\,". Longinus 
julHy blamed the poet Hefiod, that after he had raid every 
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thing he could, to render the goddefs of darknefs terrible, 
he adds, that a llinking humor ran from her nofe-a cir. 
cun~ftance highly difgufting, but no way terrible. 

L E C T U R EVIl. 

I COME now to the fecond fource of the fublime, 
which is patlloS, Dlore commonly called in Englifh 

the pathetic, that is, the power of moving the paffions. 
This is a very important part of the fubjeCt: a power 
over the paffions is of the utmon confequence to a poet, and 
it is all in all to an orator. This every one \vill perceive 
if he only recollecb what influence pallion or fentiment 
has upon reafon, or, in othe!' words, inclination upo~ the 
praCtical judgment. He that poffeffes this power in a 
high degree has tI1e 11igheft capacity of ufeflllnefs, and is 
likewife able to do the greaten mifchief. Sublime fenti. 
ments and hl.nguage may be formed upnn any fubjeCl:, 
and they touch the heart with a fenre of fympathy or ap.
probation; but to move the paffions .of others fo as to in. 
cline their choice, or to ~lter their purpofe, is particularly 
the defign of eloquence. 

The chief paffions eloquence is intended to work upon 
are, rage, terror, pity,and perhaps defire ill gelleral, though 
occafionalIy he may have occafion to introduce every af. 
feaion. In a heroic poem every affeaion may be laid to 
take its turn;. but the difFc!rent fpecies of oratory, Qt,the 
different objects and fubjeCl:s of it, nlay be faid to divide 
the paffions. A fpeaker in political or deliberati ve affem
blies may be faid to have it in view to excite the paffion 
of rage: ,he may naturally defire to illcenfe his' hearers 
againfi their en~lrlies, foreign and domefiic~ reprefenting 
the firft as terrible and dangerous, to excite averfion alld 
hatred, and. the other as \veal~ or \\rorthlefs, to excite coo
tempt. An example of this you have in the great fub
je8: of Demofihenes's orations, Philip, king of Macedon
anoth'!r in Cicero's di{courf~s againfi Cataline and An
thony. Pity is the chief paffion attempted to be raired at 
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the bar, unlefs in criminal cafes, ",here inclignation againft 
villainy of every kind is the part of the accu1er. Terror 
and its attendants belong very much to a fpeaker in the 
pulpit; rage he has nothing to do with but in ~n impro
per fenfe t to raife a {hong and Heady, but uniform indig
nation, againft evil. But even this a fpeaker from the 
pulpit fhould endeavor to convert into compaffion for the 
folly and wretchednefs of the guilty perron. Pity feems to 
be the tingle ol~ec.l: in tragedy. 

One talent of great moment towards railing the paffions 
is a firong and clear imagination, and a defcriptive man
ner.of fpeaking, to paint fcenes and objeCls ftrongly, and 
ret them before the eyes of the hearers. To felect fllCll 

circumfiances as will have tIle moft po\verful effeCt, anti 
to dwell only upon th~fe. We have not any where in En
glifh a finer example of the pathetic, and the choice and 
nfe of circumfiances, than the fpeech which Shakefpeare 
has made for Anthony in the tragedy ofCrefar. It appears 
from the hillory, that- Anthony did fuccefsfully raife the 
fury of tht; l{omalls againfi thofe \vho killed Crefar, and I 
think he could hardly felect better images and Janguage 
than thofe we have itl the Englilh poet. 

But yefierday, 8tc, 

I. To railing the paffions with fuccefs, much penetration 
and know ledge of human nature is neceffary. Without 
this every attempt mufi fail. In confirmation of this re. 
mark, tbOllgh there are perfons much better fitted for it 
by nature than others, the moil: powerful in raifing the 
paffions have generally been thofe \vho have had much 
acqilaintance with mankind, and praCtice in life. Re
clute fiudents and profefTed fcholars \viII be able to diCeo. 
ver truth, and to defend it, 01" to write moral precepts 
with clearnefs and beauty; but they are feJdom equal for 
the tender"and pathetic. to thofe who have been much in 
what is called the 'luorld-b}' a \vell known ufe of that \vord 
though almoft peculiar to the Englifh language. There 
is perhaps a double reafon for perions \\·ell verfed in the 
,vays of men having tIle greaten power llpon tile pat: 
fions. ~rhey I).?t only kno~ ~thers better, and therefore 
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how to touch them, but their own hearts, it is likely, have 
been agitated by more paffions thao tbofe whofe lives have 
been more calm and even. 

2. To railing the p.lffions of others, iris necdfary the 
oratof or writer fhOllld feei what lle would communicate. 
Ffhis i~ fo lvell knowll a rule, that I am almofl afhamed to 
mention it, or the trite quotation commonl}' atten(lin~ it ; 
" Si vis me flere dolenduln ell primum ipfi tibi." r'" Oll 

may as well kindle a fire with a piece of ice, as raife the 
paffions of others \,;;hile your own are niH. I fuppofe the 
]·eafOll of this, if \\ge \\yould critically examine it, is, that \ve 
believe the thing to be a pretence or impofition altogether, 
if we fee that he \vho \vilhes us to be moved by what he 
fays, is not\vithfianding hinlfelf unmoved. The offence 
is even fom.ething more than barely negative in fome ca
fes. If we hear a hlan fpeaking \vith coldnefs and indif
ference, \vhere we think lle ought to be deeply interefied, 
we feel a certain difappointment, and are filled \vith (lif. 
pleafure; a.s if an advocate was pleacling for a perron ac· 
cured of a capital CriITle, if- he fllould appear \vith an air 
of illdilference and unconcern, let llis Iat1guage and com. 
pofition be \vhat they will, it is al\vays fault}~ or dilguft. 
ing: or let a miniHer when fpeaking 00 the weighty 
fubjeB: of eternity, fho\v any levity ill his carriage, it 
rotl!l \\yeaken the force of the l110ft moving trutl1S; where
as, \vhen \ve fee the fpeaker \vho!ly engaged atld p01Teffed 
by his fubjeCt, feeling every paffioIl he wifiles to commu
nicate, \ve give ourfelves up to him \vithout referve, and 
are forlned after llis very temper by receiving his inftruc
tions. 

J. It is a direCtion nearl}" allied to tllis, thata man filould 
never attempt to raife the paHionsofhis hearers higher than 
the fubjeet plainly merits it. There are fome fubjeCts, 
tllat if \ve are abIes are of [liCIl moment as to deferve all 
t11e zeal and fire \ve can pollibly befiow on tllem, of \yhiell 
we may fay, as Dr. Young," Paffion is reafon, tranfport, 
" tenlp~r llere." A lawyer for his client, \VllOm he be
lieves to be innocellt; a patriot for Ilis country, \vhicll he 
believes to be in danger: but above all, a minifier for his 
peopl~'s everlafting welfare, may fpeak with as much 
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force antI vehemence, as his temper and f"rame are fur
ceptible of; hut in many oth~r cales it is eary to tranf
cend the bounds of rearon, and make the language more 
lorty than the theme. 'Ve meet often for exampie, with 
raired and laboured encomiu'11s in dedicatior ., a fpccies of 
writing the nlOft difficult to fucceed int of ant almoft, that 
can be named. The perfon honored by tll is mark of the 
author's en~m, is very fddom placed in the f:une rank hy 
the public, that he is hy him. Befides, though he were 
reaHy meritonous,lt fddom comes fairly up to the repre
fentation: the truth is, to correrpond to the piCture, he 
1hould be a!:nofl the only meritorious perfon of the age or 
phce in which he lives. Now, confidering how cold • 
compliment this is to all the rell, and varticularlv to thore 
who read it, there is little wonder that rucb rbapfodies are 
treated with contempt. I ba\·e often thought the fame 
thing of funeral panegyrics: when a man dies, whore 
name perhaps wa~ hardly ever heard of before, we have 
a fplenclid charaCter of him in the newt-papers, w~ere the 
prejudice of relations or the partiality of friendfhip do jull: 
wllat they pleafe. I remember at the declth !)f a perfon 
whom I 1hall not nanle, who \\-as it mull: he confe1fed, 
not incorlficlerable for literature, but otherwifc had not 
much that was either great or amiable about him, an ele .. 
giac pt'eln was publifhed, which began with this line, 
" \Vhente this aftonifhment in everY lace?" If ad the .-
thing been really true~ and the public had been deeply af .. 
teCted with the lors, the introduCtion hacl been not inele
gant; but on fueh a pompous expreffion, when the reader 
recolleCted that he had feen no marks of public afionifh. 
ment, it cou}(l not but tempt llim to fOlile. 

4. An.other important remark to be made here, is, that 
a writer or fpeaker in attempting the pathetic, fhould con
fider his own natural turn, as well as the fuhjea. Some 
are naturally of a lefs warm and glowing imagination, and 
in themfelves fufceptible of a lefs degree of paffion than 
others; thefe fhould take care not to attempt a flight that 
they cannot finiih t or enter upon fueh fentiments and Jan. 
guage as they will probably fink as it wel'e, and fall away 
from in a little time. Such fhoule! fubfiitute gravity aAd 
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folemnity, infiead of fire, and only attempt to make 
their difcourfe clear to the underfianding, and convincing 
to the confcience: perhaps, this is in general the beft way 
in ferious difcourfes and moral writings: becaufe, though 
it may not produce fo firong or ardent emotions, it often 
leaves a deeper and more laRing imprcffion. 

Of FiguratiTJ~ Sptt,h. 

It is common to meet with this expreffion; (C Th. 
tropes and figures of rhetoric." This expreffion is not 
juft; the terms are neither fynonymous, nor are they two 
rliftinfl fpedes of one genus-Figure is the general ex. 
preftion; a trope is one of the figures~ but there are many 
morc. Every trope is a figure, but every figure is not a 
trope: perhaps we may fay a trope is an expedient to 
render language more extenfive and copious, and may . 
be ufed in tranquility; whereas, a figure is !he effeCt of 
pamon. This diftinaion however, cannot be univerfally 
maintained; for tropes are oftentimes the effea of paffion 
as well as of the narrownefs of language. Figures may be 
defined any departure from the plain dire8 manner of ex
pre1fion, and particularly fuch as are fuggefted by the paf
fions, and differ on that account, from the way in which 
we would have fpoken, if in a fiate of perfect tranquility. 
Tropes are a fpecies of figures, in which a wo, j or phrafe 
is 1'Dade ufe of in a fenfe different from its firft and 1Jroper 
lignification, as " The Lord ~s a fun and filield ; " where 
tJte words " fun and fhield," are ufed tropically. There 
are feveral diJferent tropes. 

I. Metonymy-This is a very general kind of trope, 
comprehending under it feveral others; the meaning of 
it is a change of name, or one name for anotller: this 
may be done feveral ways: (I) ·!fhe caure may be put 
for the eifea, or the effetl for the caufe: as when we fay, 
cold death; becaufe death makes cold: Old .age kept 
him behind, that is, made him weak, &c. (1) The author 
for his works. (3) The thing containing, for the thing 
contained: as drink the cup, that is, the liquor in the CQP. 

(4) A part is taken for the whole, or the wh ole for a patt ; 



as my roor for my houfe; my houfe is on ~re~ when only 
a fmall part (if it burns-This is called fynecdoche. (5) 
A general term for a particular; a hundred reafons may 
be given, that is, many rcafons may be given. (6) A pro
per name for a charaCteriftic name, as he is a Nero for a 
cruel mao, or a Sardanapalus for a vo]uptt,ous monarch. 
All there and many mQre are metonymies. 

':1. Metaphor-this might as well have been the g~ne
rat term, as trope; for it a1fo fignifies change of expref
fion: it is a fpecies of trope, by which any term is appli
ed in a fenfe different from its natural import, as when 
,ve fay a tide of pleafure, to exprefs the impetuofity of 
pleafure: when the heavens are raid to be over our heads 
as brafs, and the earth Qnder our feet as iron. 

3. Allegory-This is ~ontinuing the metaphor, and ex
tending it by a variety 6f expreffions of the fame kind, as 
the Lord is my fu~pherd, he maketh me to lie down in 
green paftures--he maketh me to ~ed befide the ftill wa.
terSe 

4" IrGoy--In ufing words direaly contrary to their 
meaning; as, " No doubt you are the people aud wifdom 
~' 1hall die with YOu." 

5. H yperb()le-When thing$ are carried beyond their 
truth, to exprefs our fentimeats more firongly, as " Swift
" er than the wind, whiter than fnow. 

6. Catachrefis-is the firn: trope of all, when words aT~ 
ufed in an oppofite, and fometime·s in an impoffible fenfe, 
as when cl1ains and 1hackles are called bracelets \')f iron. 

Figures. 

Figures c~nnot be fully enumerated, becaufe th~y are 
without number; and eac~, figure may be ufed feveral 
different ways. (t) Exc'iamation-This is nothing eIre 
than a way of expreffing admiration or lam~ntation, as 
Oh! Alas! Heavens! &c. ufed by perfons much moved. 
(l ) Doubt-This is frequently the expreffion of a doubt. 
ful mind, in fufpenfe what to do. This is defcribed bJ 
Virgil, in the difirefs of Dido, when Eneas left her. 
~' Shall I go to the neighbQ~ing kings wlljm I have fo of~ 
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" ten defpiftu?" S(lmetimes it is a beautiful figure, and 
(.bliges perfons to take notice of it, and fometimes of what 
they would otherwife have olnitted: " 'Vho is this that 
" coml!th from Edom?" (3) Epanorthofis-1'his is a cor .. 
reCtion or im provement of what has been faid: " You are 
" not truly the fon of a goddefs, nay you muil h;tve fucked 
" a tygrefs. I' ( 4) Pleonafm-This is a redundancy, as 
c, I have lleard it with my ears, he fpake it with his moutll." 
(5) Similitude-This is comparing one thing with ano. 
ther, as " be {ball be like a tree planted, &.c. (6) Diftri. 
bution-This canfifis of a particular enumeration of fe-
veral correfpondent images ~ " Their throat is an open 

" (epulchre, their tongues hav\! nfed deceit." (7) Proro. 
Fpeia-'~nen, perfons dead or abfent, or differ~nt from 
the fpeaker, are brought in fpeaking, as Cicero fuppofes 
his country or Italy, and all the public ra}Yin~ to him, 
" l\law-cus Tullius what are you doing?" (8) Apoftrophe
'Vhen perfons dead or abfent, or any inanimate things are 
fpoken to, as Cicero fays, " O! vos, or hear 0 ! Heavens, 
~, and gi\?e ear 0 earth !" (9) Commun~ation ....... 'Vhen 
a fpeaker calls upon,his hearers to fay what advice they 
would give, or what they would have done different from 
what he or the perion whom he defends has .done; \Vhat 
~ould you have done in this cafe? What fhould I do now? 
(Iu) Interrogation-Putting a thing home to the readers, 
~s " What fruit had you then in thofe things of which 
~, yQu are IlOW aQlamed?" 

± 

L E C T U REVIll. 

I HA \7E now gone through the account given in the fyr. 
terns, of the trop~s and figures of rhetoric, by which 

vou \vill fufficiently underfiand the meaning of both. The 
proper applications however of them is a· matter of much 
greater moment, and of much greater difficulty. I will 
nlakc a few remarks before 1 elofe the fubject, in addition 
to what hath been already illterfperfed tnrough the cliffe
~'ent parts of it. 



IlfJljlltllCt. 

I~ Perhaps it will not be impro~r to confider wh:lt 
is the purpofe intended by figures. I have intrcduced 
them here as a means of giving fublimity to a difcourfe. 
but may there not be tome little analyfis and rt"folution 
of that pm"pore, lDay we not inquire what are the parti
cular effects of figures? Are the effefls of figures in g:!ne
ral, and of all figures, the fame? It is certain that figura
tive fpeech is very powerful in raifing the.p~\fiions. .And 
probably uHferent figures are proper to e~prefs or e~cite 
ditf\!rent paffions; admiration, defir<:, pity, hatred, rage, 
or difdain. This appears frOlll the explication of figures 
formerly given. But befides this, we may obfen·e that 
there are fome effetls of figures that feern to be wholly un
conneCted with pafiion, of thde I !hall mention l!.ree; or· 
nament, explication, conviCtion. Sometimes figure is 
made ufe of merely for ornaqlent. Of this Ronin gives 
us an example in which an author fays, " The: king, to 
" give an eternal mark of the efieenl and friendlliip with 
i' Wllich he honored a great general, ga\'e an illuiirious 
" place to his glorious allies amidll thofe mallers of the 
" earth, \vho preferve on tlle magnificence of their tombs 
" an image of the lufire of their thrones." Under this 
head may be reckoned all the examples of the ufe of fi. 
gures, to raife tllings that are mean and 10\\9 in themfelves 
to fome degree of dignity by the ph rafeology , or to give a 
greater dignity to any thing than the fimpJe idea or the 
proper' name would con "rey, as if one fhouill fay, looking 
round the fcene and obfenring the bounteous gifts of Pro
vidence for the fupport of innumerable creatures, inflead 
of the grafs. and corn every where growing in abundance. 
Perhaps alfo under the fame head may be reckoned, the 
clothillg in other terrns any tiling tllat Inigllt be fllPI)ofc.:d 
difagreeable or difgufling, as \\'llen Cicero confcff~s tIlat 
the fervants of l\:IiIo killed Clodius t he doei not fay in. 
terfecerunt but he fays, " rfhey aid that which every 
" ~ood matl \vould \\'ilh his fervants to (10 ill like circuIll. 
"fiances." I ihall only obfen,.e, that the greaten de1i~ 
cacy and judgment imaginable is neceffary in the uCe;: of 
figures with this view, becaufe they are verr apt to ell!
g~nerate into b~mbaft. 'Young perfons in t!1eir fir!l con)-
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pofition~ and eJpecia11y when they have a good d~ of an. 
cient literature frefh in their heads, are very apt to be 
taulty in this particular. A common word or fentiment 
which any bcdy might ufe, and every body wouid nn. 
derfland, they think mean and below them, and there. 
fore they have recoune to nnnecdfary figu~s, and hard 
01" learned phrafes. Inflead of \valking about the fields 
they perambulate them~ they do not difcover a thing, 
but recognife it. Jobnfon the author of the Rambler is 
the moll faulty this way, of any write? of charaCter. A 
little play of wit, or a lew ftrokes of raillery, he calls tJ 

r~cipTtJtQtitm of S11UITlIttU. 

Aooth~r ufe of figures is for explication, to make a 
thiqg more dearly coocehred. This in general may he 
raid to be tbe ute of the iimilitude) only I think wben fie 
gures are ufed for illuftration, it is as much to ~flift the 
imaginatio.... as tbe judgment, and to nIne the impreffion 
,,'bieb was before real and juft~ very ftrong. For a
ample when Sol9mon fays, &to Let a bear robbed of her 
- whelps meet a nlan, rather than a fool in his fuUy," 
" If y'ou bray a fool in a mortar, be will return to his 
U folly. " "The fooliih man .-alketh by the way, and 
" he faith to e,-ery one that he is a fool." 

A third ure of figures may be raid, altbO\lgh improperly, 
to be for cODvittion, or to Dlake us more readily or more 

• 

fully yield to the truth, as when to fupport what we have 
faid, th&t perfons cf found judgment are referved ill 
j'peech~ we add, deep waters move without noire or 
that Olen in eminent {lations are expofed to obfervation 
and cenfure. ., 4.~ city that is fet on a hill CL.Oot be 
hid," In all ruch cafes therefore it is certain that a fimi. 
litude is not an argumetlt~ yet the analogy of nature 
feems to _ carry in it a good deal of evidence, L'ld adds to 
the im prellion made upon the mind. 

2. A fecond remark i~ that figures of every kind 
:fhould come naturally, and never be fought for. The 
d~iign of ex plaining the fevenl kinds of figures is not to 
teacll you to make them, but to correa them. Arg\l. 
1l1ents and illuftrations \\OC muft endeavor to invent, but 

\ 



Dgures never. If they do not flow rponuneou~, they are 
always lorced.. If a man having proceeded too far in a 

_ fubjea, bethinks himfelf, that he ""ill here introduce a 
limilituc!e. or an alJ~gory, or 3 profopopcia, &c. be will 
eithet mifs of it altogether. or he will produce fomething 
vanly mQre jejune and infipid, than it is poffible fot'an,. 
mm to make without figures. It puts me in mind of 
the ridiculous charms that fome perfons bring tJlemfel\-es 
to in con\·erfation, when they offer to bring a fimilitude 
,,-hich hloS not yet occurred to them. They .till fay "lIe 
" raged. and raved. and roared juft like-I don't know 
" what. 's Figures fhauld be the native expreffion of pat: 
fions Of conceptions already felt, as they are the means of 
raiting paffions in thore to whom you fpeak. 1'hey fhoukl 
therefore be poi!erior in point of time, to the feelings of 
the fpeaker, although prior to thore of the hearers. 1"hc 
great purpofe therefore of eri:icifm en this part of the fub
jeCt, is to prune the luxuriancics of nature, add fee that 
the figures be juft and natural. 

3. I bA~e already in fpeaking upon the tropes, had oc· 
cation to give rome rules as to the ufe of them, particular
ly as to the propriety and confiftency of them. But 
there are fome things to be obferved further for explaining
them. There are two chara8:ers frequently given to 
tropes, efpecifLUy to metaphors, which deferve to be con
fiden:d. The one is ftrength, the other is boldnefs. 
Thefe are by no means the fame. That is a ftrong me
taphor or image,: that gives us a very lively impreffion of 
the thing reprefellted. As tbat of the wife man, " A 
" 1ion¢ is heavy, and the rind is weighty, but a fooPs 
" wrath is heavier than them both." A bold image or 
metaphor is that which upon the whole is juft and firo",!, 
but is confiderably removed from common obfc:rvati{illt 

anti would not ~afil}~ or readily ha\ye o~curred to another. 
It is alIo called a bold image when the refemblance is but 
in one fingle point. There is not any where to be feen 
a col!etlion of bolder imagt's, than in the book of Job, 
particularly in the defcription of the war-horle, among 
which in particular the following feems to excel, t, Ilaft 
" thou clothed hi~ neck \\-ith thWl(ler." 1"0 liken tht; --



mane or a horfe to thull,ier, would not Jla\pe occurred to 
every one; neither in idea does the refemblance hold 
but in one particular, that the flowing and \V~ving 
of the mane is like the iheets and forked flakes of light • 

• 
nlll~. 
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LEe T U RE IX. 

I NO\V come to confider the fimple manner of writing. 
If I could explain this fully, fo as to make every one 

clearly to underlland it, and at the fame time incline you 
to admire and iludy it, I fhould think a very difficult and 
important .point \Vas gained. It is exceedingly difficu·lt 
to bring young perfons efpecially, to a taile for the fim. 
p~ way of writing. They are apt to think it of little mo
ment, not fo much the object of ambition as an exercife 
of felf denial, to fay a thing plainly, when they might 
have £'\id it nobly. I "'ouJd obferve therefore, in the ve
ry beginning, that it is a mHlake to confider fimpiicity 
and fublimity as univerfally oppofite, for on the cbntrary 
there is not only a great excellence in fome performances, 
which we may call wholly of the fimple kind; fuch as a 
ftary told, or an epifile written, with all the beauty of 
fimplicity, but in the mofi: fubiime and animated compo. 
iitiollS, fome of the greatefi: fentiments derive their I 
heauty from being clothed in fimple language. Simpli. 
cit}, is even as nectffary to forne parts of all oration, as 
it is to the \,,}lole of iOlne kincls of compofition. Let 
the fubjeCl be evt:r fo great and interefting, it is prudent, 
~)eCetlt, lle{:e[ary, to begin the difcourfe in a cool and 
difpaffionate manner. rrbat man who lliould begin an 
nration with the fame boldnefs of figure and the fame 
I:igll pitch or voice tllat WOll1tl be proper towards the clore 
of it, would commit one of the greaten faults againfi pro
priety, and I think wo_ukI wholly prevent its effeCl: upon 
lne hearers. 

SlIt ho\v fllal1 \ve explain the fiml11e manner of lvrit .. 
ing? It is, fay m,my authors, that which is liken to and 



lea!l: removed from the language of commQn life. It mull 
lle thertfore eafy and obviollS, fe\\~ or no figures in tIle 
exprdfion, nothing uofcure in the fentiments, or in. 
volved in the method. Long fentences are contrary to 
it, \vords either difficult or llncommon are inc.nfillellt 
\yirh it. Cicero and Horace Ilave both faid, and 2.11 critics 

. have faid after them, it is thelt which when men hear, they 
think that they themfdves could only have fail! the felme-, 
or that it: is jllfi a kin,d of expreffion of their o\\·n thouglllS .. 
rrhey generally remark further, that it is what feems to 
be eafy, but yet is not; as Horace fays, ut fibi quivis 
fperet i<lem, &.c. 'v'P t: may further obfer\?e, that ,,,hat is 
truly fim)lle al\vays carries in it the idea of beillg eafy in 
its produCtion, as \vell as in inlitation, alld :n(leal the 
one of there fcenls l1eceffarily to fuppofe the other. Wllat
ever feems to be the effed of fiudy . and much inventien, 
cannot be fimple. It is finely exemplified in the intro. 
duClion of Anlhon}p's fpeech in Shak\!fpeare: I am no ora .. 
tor as Brutus is, ~c. RoUin has given us an admirable ex
ample of a nory told \vith a beautifulfImplicity, from Cice
ro's otlices. There is an example alfo in Livl's account 
of the battle of the Horatii and Curiatii, ollly \vith a little 
more force of expreffion~ as the importance and folemni .. 
ty of the fubjeCl feemed to require it.. But it requires a 
very mafi:e:-Iy knowledge of the Latin language, to per. 
ceive the beauties fully, that are pointed at by Rollin in 
the firft inftance. or might eafily be mentioned in the Iaft. 
rrhere is no author in our language \VllO e~cels more in 
ntnplicity than Addifon-The SpctCtator in general indeed, 
but efpecially the papers written by him,' excel in this 
quality. Eafe and elegance are happily joined in them, 
and nature itfelf, as it were, feems to [peak in them. If 
fome of the later periodical writers ha\'e equalled, or even 
excelled tllem in force or elegance, not one 11as ever co.mc 
up to t:lem in fimplicity. 

rrhe fubjeas or the fpedes of writing in which Jimpr.: 
city chietly Glines, are narration, di~logue, epifiola., wri .. 
ing, effay writing,anJ all the lighter fpecies of poetry, as 
oies, fongs, epigrams, eligies and fuch like. The ar .. 
cients \\rere remarkable for a love antI admiration of filn. 
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plicity, and fome of them remain to us a$ eminent ex
amples of its exceUente. Xenophon in his infiitution of 
Cyrus, is partit"u)ar)y rem&lrkahle 'or a fweet and dig
nified fimplicity. He ules neither Janguage nor ideas that 
are difficult al1(1 far.fetrJled." In tIle fillal1er compofitions 
of tIle ancients, as ()(l<:s, epigrams, &c. they were at 
prodigious pains to po1ifh them .. and make them quite ea
fy and natural. 'fhey placed their great glory in bello\\,
ing tnu&h art, and at the fame time making it to appear 
quite eafy and artlefs, according to the faying now grown 
into a proverb, attis est celare a,.rem. The beauty of fim. 
plicity may not appear at firfi fil;ht, or be at aU perceiv-

, ed by perfons of a vitiated tafle, but all llerfons of' good 
judgment immediate]y, and the bulk of mankind in time, 
arc! charmed with what is quite «:3fy, and yet truly accu .. 
rate and elegant. ~ 

It ought to be carefuny obferved that fimplicity is quite 
a different thing from lo\\:nefs and nlealloefs, and the 
great art of a \\'riter is to prefeTve the Olle without dege
nerating into the other. It is the eafiefi thing in tIle 
world to fpeak or write vuJgnrifr:ns, but a perron of true 
tane win careh.llly a\"oid every thing of that kind: Fer 
examp~e, one 'VilO \\PQulcl \vrite filnpl}· t and ~lS near t!le 
language of plain people in ordinary difcourfe as poffible, 
would yet a\:oid every abfurllity or barbarifm that obtains 
a place in comnl0n converfc1tion, as to fay, " This here 
" table, and that there candle." It is alfo quite contra
ry to fimplicity to adopt the quaint e~preffions or cant 
pllrafes tllat are the Cilii()rell of fafllion, 3n(1 ohtain for a 
little, or in fome particular places and ilot in others. 
The SpeCtator attacked with great fpirit and pfopriety fe
vera} of thole that were introollced into cOllverfation and 
'Writing in his time .. fuch as mob, rep, pos, l'ite, bam
l'oes/e, allU ft:verai otllers. Moll of thenl he fairiv uefeat-

• 
ed, but one or two of the'm got the better of him, and are 
now fredy introduced into the langua~e.. ruch as moho 
Johnibn alfo has put bamboofle in his niClionary, which 
lIe calls indeed a lo\v woru. Arbuthnot is his authoritv, -hut it was plainly uled by him in the way of ridicuie, and ' 
tllcrcfore it fhouid eitller not ha\'c been in the Ditlionar\', 

. -



at ClU, or ruch Cln authority Ihould not h:lve hetn given for 
-t 
1~. 

It is exceedin~Jy difficult, and requires an e!(ceUent 
judgment to be able tn derc~nd to grelt fimplidty, and 
yet to keep out every lo\\'" expreffion or id(l. I do nOl 

think it is ea~v to be a thorough jUdb~ of pure ditlioil in 
any language but our elm, and not even in that without 
a good deal of the knowledge of heman life.. a.nd a th0-
rough acquaintance wi:h the bell autho~ \V riters and 
{peakers oflittle judgmt·nt are apt at limes to go into ex
t~!mes~ to fwell too much on th.e 011e Iland, and to fAll 
into what IS vulgar and offenfive on the other. 

'~nen fpeaking on fimplicity, ~ I oh!en,'e that there is 
a fimplicity in the bite and compofition of 3 whole dif. 
courfe, different from fimplicity of f~ntiment and lan
guag~ in the particular par~.i. This \\"ill incline a m~n 
to a¥oid all unnece[3ry ornat'lent~ particubrly the orna
ments of falbion, and the pel:uliar drefs or mod;! of the 
times. 'Ve fay in an:hitelture that a building is in a 
fimple ftyle~ when it has not a great multiplicity o! 
crnaments, or is not load:d \vith beauties, fo to f~ak. 
It is very remarkable that books \\-ritten in the fame age 
will differ very much one from another in tbis refpeCt; 
and thofe which have le~ft of the omanlen!S then in vogue, 
continue in reputation when the others are grown ridi
culous. I will give yau an inftance of this. A fmall 
religious treatife, Scouga)'s Life {)f Got! in the foul of 
man, which is written \vith gieat fimplicity, and yet dig
nit}~, and may now be \eae} with pleafllre and approbation 
by perfaos of the be!l tane; while mon of the other writers 
of his age and country, are ridiculous, or llardly illtelli
gible. 

Perhaps it may help us to form right notions of fimpli
city, to confider \vhat are the OPllOfites, or the greaten 
enemies to it. (1) One is abftraClion of fentiment, or too 
great refinement of any kind: of this the greateR exam
ple in an autllor of merit, is th~ \\'riter of the Ralnbler; 
~hnoft every page of his writings, furnifues us with ill~ 
nances of departure from fimplicitr) p:utiy in th~ fen~i.. . 
luem. and partly in the dittion. 
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(~) Another, is allegory, and efpecially far.fttched al" 
lufions, a~ in the example which the SpeCtator gives of a 
poet, who fpeaks of Bacchus' caft coat: this is little bf!tter 
thall a riddle, and even thofe \\'ho difcern it, lvi1) take a . 
little.tilne to reflea~ that accoruir.g to the heathen nlytbo. 
logy, Bacchus was the God of wine; wine is kept in calks, 
and therefore an empty cafk, or at leaR an ufel\!fs one, 
may be cal1~ Bacchus' caft coat. 

(3) L\ third enemy to fimplicity, is an afI"etlation of 
learning: This fpoils fimplicity man}'" ways; it introduces 
terms of art, which cannot be underfioo(l, but by thofe 
who are adepts in a particular branch. SUCll perfons 
have been long expofed to ridicule under the name of 
pedants. Sometimes indeed, the word pedantry has beell 
in a In:lnner cotlfined to thofe aclditleu to claffie literature, 
~n(l \vho intermix every thing they fay, with fcraps taken 
from the learned languages; but this is quite improper, 
for lawyers, Ilhyfic;ians, dunces, or fchoolmafiers are e .. 
quall1 ridiculous, \Vhen they fi 11 their qifcQurfe with word~ 
pra\\1n from t1teir particular art. 

(4) The only other enemy to fimplicity I fhall men
tion, is an atnbit,ion to excel. This perhaps, filould not 
}la\le been fo much'divided from the rell, as made the great 
principle froDl which the reft proceed. :Nothing more 
s;ertainl}' renders a man ric.liculous, than an over forward .. 
nefs to tlir play his excellence; he is not content ,vitIl 
plain things, and particularly with fuch things as ~very 
body might fay, becaufe thefe would not difiinguilh him. 

On the whole, as I obferved on fublimity, that one of 
tIle heft and furefi \va}'s to attaill it \\'flS to' tllink nobly, 
fo the ben way to write fimply, is tp think fimply, to avoid 
all affeetation, to attempt to form your manner of think.. 
illg to a noble felf.(lenial. A mall little folicitOllS abotlt 
what peeple think of him, or rather having his attention 
fixed upon quite another purpofe, viz. giving infornlation, 
or }1ro(lucing COllvi~lion, will onl}l attain to ~ filnple man-
l1er of \\Triti11g, allc1 in(lecclile will \\'rite bt:fi in all refl)eCls. 

As to the mixed fly le or manner of writing, as it con
vfis of tIle nlixtl.lre of tIle ctl1cr t\\'o, I filall not l1eed to 
t1Y any thing by way of c;\ plainillg it, but only malie 
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a remark or t\\'O, of tl1e llfe and application of it. The 
mixed kind of writing chiefly confills of binory and con. 
troverfy. rrhe great quality neceffary to execute it pro. 
perly, is foundnefs of judgment, to determine on \\'hat 
fubjeCts, and on what parts of fuhjeas it is pr(\~r to write 

, with fimplicity, and on what with force-One would willi 
not to go beyond, but juft to gratify a reader's inclination 
in this4re~pea:. 

There are many cafes in binory, where the greaten 
fublimity both of fc:ntimf!nts and lang~age, is both ad. 
n1itted and required, particularly all the beauty and all 
the force that can be a<lmitterl into "iefcription, is of im
portance in. hinory. Thofe Wll0 \vill read in Robertfon's 
hinory cfScotland, the account he giv.es of the aftonifh. 
roent, terror and indignation that appeared in the Eo.. 
glifh court, when news was br.ought of the ma[acre at 
Paris, or in the fame author, tIle account of the execution 
of Mary queen of Scots, will .fee the force and fublimity 
of defcription. . The difference between fllblimity of fell
tim~n~ and lal1gl1age in an hiftorian, and in a poet or ora· 
tor, feems to IDe to refemble the difference bet\veen tIle 
fire of a managed horre, when reined in by the rider, and 
marching with a firm and fiately pace, and the fame when 
firaining every nerve, in the eager contention in a race. 
We {llall enter a little into tllis matter, if. we confider the 
different images that are made ufe of in the different arts. 
In poetry we fay a beautiful, {hiking, fhining metaphor, 
fervent, glowing imageryo In oratory we fay warm, ani. 
mated, irrefifiible. In hinory we nre the words force, 
lloblenefs, dignity and majefiy, particul'\rly thofe Ian attri. 
butes, of dignity and majeUy. Herodotus has been of. 
ten called the father of Ililtory, t110ugh 1 confers I appre
hend he has obtained this title, chiefly becaufe l:f his an· 
liquity, and his heing the firft that ever gave any thieg of 
a regular hinory; but though he has fome things au~uti 
enougll, yet he 11as aclnlittetl fo many increllible fiories. 
a!1(l even peculiarities into l1is \vork, as \'ery much t!e. 
tracts from its dignity; we mufi indeed impute a good 
deal of this to the age in \vhich he lived, and the impoffi
bility of their difiinguiOlirlg truth from falfchood, fo well 
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as thofe of Jater ages, W~10 have· had the advantage of all 
pall experience. . 

Hillory indeed, is not only of the mixed kind of writing, 
fo l1s to admit fometimes fubli sllity, and fOlTletimes fim. 
plicity, but thofe fiyles fhould be really blended together, 
in every part of it. The mon noble and an;~ni.ted fenti. 
ments, charaClers or defcriptions in hiliary, fhould yet be 
clothed with fuch a gravity and det:ency of garb, fo to 
{peak, as to give an air of fimplicity to the whole. It is 
an advantage to a poem~ that tIle author ra)'S but litt]e in 
l1is O~71 perron, but· makes the charaCters fpeak and f~} 
all; and in an orator it !s an advantage, wIlen he c~n car
ry the he~rers off from himfelfto his filbjeCt; but above aU, 
an hiflorian fhould not fo much as willi to fhine, but witll 
the coolne~ of a philofopher, and the impartiality of a judge 
1hould fet the aCtors anc} tranfa8iolls before the reader. 

Contro\?erfy is another fubjeCl: of the mixed kind, \vhich 
ought to be in" general written with fimplicity, yet will 
fometimes admit of the ornaments"of eloquence: of this 
I 1hall fpeak a Jittle more aftcr\vards, and therefore f1la11 
no\v only add, that controverfy, differs from liifiory, in 
that it fometimes admits of paffion and \Va~mthl when 
there feems to be a fufficient fOllodation laid for it; a con
troverfial ,\vriter will etlcleavot to intereft his reader, and 
e~cite either contempt or indignation againft his adverfary. 

After having given you this view Gf the three great 
kinds of writing, or as i:ey ar~ fometimes called, different 
11yles, it may Ilot be amifs to obrerve, that there are dif
tinEtions of fly Ie, which it is proper tllat an able writer 
]hou]e} obferve, that cIo not range tllemfelves, at leaft not 
fully af1cl proper}}', under tllefe three heads, but may be 
1aid to run through all the kinds -of eloquence. 

Many en1il1ent atlt110rs Ilave faid~ that the climates . ~ 

Jlave rome effect tlpotl tIle it}, t~; t}lat in the warmer coun-
tries the {lyle is more animated, and the figures more bold 
and glowing: and nothing is more common~ than to af. 
Icribe a peculiarity of (lyle, and that particularly elevated 
and full of metal>11or, to tlle oriel1tals, as if it belonged to 
111at l)art of tIle glol>e; but if I am 110t miflake"n, both tllis 
and other things, fuch as courage, that have be-en attributed 
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to tIle climate, belong eit)lcr not to tIle clilllate at al), or in 
a [mall 111eafure, an(l are rather o\\'ing to the fiate of foci. 
tty and manners of mIn. ";" e ha"e before bad occafion 
to fee that all narrow languages are figured. In a Jlat~, 
\\'here there are fe\v or no abfiraCt ideas, how Olouid there 
be abflra8: terms. If any bo(ly ,viII read the poem of 
Fingal, \\,hich al}pears to IJave been compo!ed on the 
bleak hiils of the north of Scotland, he \\-ill fin(l as mallY 
figures and as bold, as i!1 any thing compofed in Arabia 
or Perfia. The Hate of focitty tllen, is \\-llat gi\-es a par. 
ticular color to the fiyle, and by this the fiyles of differeut 
ages and countries are difiinguillled--that the climate does 
but little, may be feen jufi by ~omparing ancient and 
modern Italy; what difference between tbe ft:ength and 
force of the ancient Latil1 tongue, and the prefent Italian 
language, in the expreffion of lentiments? it muil thelle. 

· fore vary with it!Dtiments and manners; and what dif
ference bet\\'cen the fiero and inflexible bravery of a free 
ancient Roman, and the eifeillillate foftnefs of a modem 
Italian? yet th6f breatbeu the fame air, and were nurfed 
by the fame foil. I wiH juft go a little off from the fub
jea to fay, that a very late author, (Lord Kaimes) teems 
to tl1illk that- the courage of mankind i. gO\~erl1ed by the 
clilllates; he Ja}7S that t:le llortbern clinlates produce 
llarc.lened confiitutions, and bold and firol minds; that ill
vafions have been !nacle fron} llorth to fouth: but I appre-
11end, he may be mifiaken here botj) in llis faCts, allc} tIle 
reafol1s of them-In\'afions ha\~e not al\\·a}'s L1een IDade 
from north to fouth: for the Roman arms penetrated very 
far to the north of their territory; the firlt: great conqllt::
fQrs of the eafi: in Egypi: and Babylon, carried their arms 
to the north: and \Vllere the cOllquefi ran the other \\'a)·, 
it was owing to, other drcumtlances; snd Dean Swif!: 
£ly5 ~-.uch nearer the truth, it was from po\'erty . to 
]11enty. 

The defign of this ~igrdlion is to {how, that not onlY 
the circumflances that appear in a language, but f~\'eral 
others tllat llave alfo been attribllte~ to cl imate, o\\'e \·er}p 
little to it, but to the !tate of mankind and the pr0i!rels 
of fociety. rrht maxim of th~t great mod~.·n ,,;ritc:r, 



1 ,,-· .. ,.··r.".· .. ~ .. ..... 1 •• < .¥ w .... 

J.fontefiluieu, which te :applits ~;) pop!!b.tion, is :l1(0 true 
cf language That natu!" ... l caui\.~ are not by hr to pow
erful as moral cau:cs- .'\)Jo,~ing, thtrcfo~, as (onle 
ba,"e affirmed th3~ the northern c linl~tes m~y give a 
TOughr.efs and harfhnds to the accent ant! pronnnci3tion9 

I· ~lieve if is all that we can expea from climate; the 
diftintlion of firks anti compofition mutt come from an
ether original. 

• 

HA V'ING in a g'Te3.t m9fu:e rejetled the fuppofition 
of the nyle in writing being aflietted by the climate, 

*nd 1hown that it nther takes its colour from tIle ft~te of 
.oci~ty, and b~ fentiments and mann~rs of nlen, it fonow~ 
tbtl all the great diftiniticns that take place in man~rs 
will have 2. correfpondent dretl upon langu~ge (poken or 
written. "llen the manr.ers of a people are little po.. 
lifbed, there is a pJainnefs or a roughnefs in the ftyle. 
Abfolute monarchies, and the obfequious fubje-8ion iil

troduced at the courts of princes., occaficns a 11Ompous 
JweUing and compliment to be in rctludl,. different from 
the bolduefs ani rometimes ferocity of republican nates. 

Selleca in remarkillg upon the Romln Jang~lage, fa}~s, 
Genus dicendi mutatur per publicos D10reS,. &.c. This he 
exemplifies in the Roman language, which was {bort and 
dry ill tile earlieft ages, after\\~a~s becoille elegant and 
ornate, anti at laft looie and diffuf~. 

rrhe ilyle of all age :t1fo is fometimes f~rmed by feme 
Olle or Dlore eminellt perfons, \vho, having Obtailled repu
tation, e'tery thillg pecllliar to thenl is adnlired anti copied, 
alld carried much into excels. Seneca has renlarked this 
allo, ttlat comnlonl}· Olle 3l1thor olltains the {hllnl, 2nd 
becomes the mGJeI, and all copy him. Ha:c vitia unus 
aliquis inallcit. .:\nd he ~i\"es a very ~ example of 
it, of which we may now juJb~ ;!l ~hllun. lIe aHo ,"ery 
l)roperl~' obler\-es, that all the faults tllat arife fronl i!l:i. 
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htion bei:ome ,,"orfe in the imitator tban in the eXimple .. 
Thus repro\·ing t};e !anIt jun now mentioned in our an. 
ceilors. 

It ~s remarkable that Seneca bimfeli \\1a~ another aam. 
ple of the f.lme tnino. His manner of writing. which is 
peculitlt ~ C3.ue to be the fb.ndard of the age. His lOan. 
ner h:as been called by critics, point and antitbe6s. A 
Ihort fen!c:nce cont3inin~ a firong fentiment, or.& beauti. 
fulone, as it \\"Cre 1!ke a maxim by itfdf. For an example 
or two of this; to exprefs the dcftruUion of Lyons he fays; 
Lngdunum quod oftend~batur, &.c. That Lyons, which 
was fornlerly fhown, is now fought. And on the fame 
fubjeCt-Uaa nox, &c. There was but one night be· 
tween a gre:lt city and none. ~id eft eques Rommusl 
&.c.. 'Vhat! is a Roman knight.. a freed mm or LYe • 
names g-enerated by ambition or oppr-Bion.. . 

The fault of this fenten!ious manner of writing does not 
lie in the particulars being blameable, bllt i:l the n:petition 
md uniformity becoming tedious-when every pangraph 
is ftuffed with feut~nces and bright fayings, generally ha. 
";n~ the fame tune, it wearies the car. The moll remark
able book in the Englifh language for putting continual 
fillartnefs, tentence and antithefis for elegance, ia the Gen. 
\!eman infinlCted. I ihall read you one paragraph-The 
1;lisfortune of one breathes vigor into the others: They 
carry on manfully the attack-Their beads run round 
wiL't the S!laffcs. Their tongues ride poft. ~rheir wits are 
jaded. 'T~neir reafon is diflanced. Bnltes could not talk: 
better, nor men worfe. Like fkippers in a norm, they 
rather haliowed than fpoke. Scarce one heard his neigb
bor, a :ld not one !lnderftood him; fo that noire flood for 
fenre, and everyone paffed fOr a virtuofo, becaute all 
pla}~ed the fool to extravagallce. 

I than not enlarge much farther upon the difFertnce of 
ftyl~ ariling from the chlratter of an age9 as in the ages 
before the reformation9 called the times of chivalry, when 
military pro\Vefs was the great thing in fe<!ueft-their gal
lantry and heroifm were to be feen in every writer.-At 
the time Qf the reformation and the te\"int of JeamiDf. 

VOL. III. S Y -
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their citations of the ancient writers. and al1l1fions to the 
elafJic phrafes diftinguifhed every author. In the age of 
the civil wars in EngJand, of which religion was fo much 
the caure, allufions to fingular expreffions, and theological 
6pinion~~ are every where to be met with, of which the 
great Milton is an example.. . 

But there is anathet diftinCl:ion or fiyles, which is 
~ie6, perfonal, and will difiinguifh one aut~or from 
another, in the fame age, and perhaps of the fame or 
nearly the fame abilities. There are' feveral different 
epithets given to ftyle in our language. which I lhalJ 
mention in a certain ordet, which I fuppofe \vill contri. 
bute fomething to explain the meaning of them. 'Ve 
call a ayle, timple or plain, fmooth, fweet, ccncife, ele. 
gant, ornate, jufl,nervDus·, chane, fevere. Thefe are 
aU different epithets which will e.ach of them convey to 
a nice critical ear, 'fomething different, though I confers 
"it is' not eafy to define them clearly, or explain thenl ful. 
ly. Plainnefs and fimplicity is \,then the author does 
not feem to have had any thing in vie\v, but to be under. 
flood, and that by perfons of the weakeft underfianding. 
That ought to be in view in many writings, and indeed 
perfpiculty will be found to be a charaCler of many fiyles, 
when thete are other great qualities, but \ve call that 
plain and fimple, when there is no difcovery of litera: 
ture, and no "4ttempt at the pathetic. Scougalts Life of 
Gnd In the foul of man, and nl\ Evans·s Sermons, are 
admirable pattetns of this manner. (2)· I would cali 
that a fmooth livle, when the utolofi care had been taken 

• 
to meafure tIle ptriocls, and to confult the eat on the 
firuCture of tIle fentence; for this I kno\v no alltll0r 
more remarkable than IIervey, in his MtdItations. (3) 
Sweetnefs feerns to me to differ frOln the former only iIi 
tllat the fubjeCls and the inlages are generally of a pleaf
ing or foothlng nature, fu~h as may particularly be feen 
in Mrs. Rowe's Letters; perh~ps al~b in a more modern 
compofition by a lady, Lady l\1aty W. lVlontague's Let. 
ters. And indeed when female authors have excelled, 
they aenerally do excel in fweetnefs..(4) The next is 

~ 
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concifeners. This is eafily underftood, it is juG u much 
brevity as is confiftent with perfpicuity. It is a beauty 
in every writing when other qualities are not hurt by :r. 
But it is pecu1iarly proper for critical or fcienti6s 
writing, becaufe there \.'C: do not fc much expea or 
want to kno\v tIle author's fentiments, but as foon u 
poffible to learn the faCts, to anderlland them fully, and 
range theln methodically. There are many more au
thors who excel in this refpea in the French, tban in the 
Englifh language. Not only the fcientific writings, but 
even political and moral writings are drawn up by them 
\Vith great concifenefs. Tbere cannot be greater toncife
nefs than in Montefquieu~s Spirit of Laws. Brown's 
Efiimate of the manners atld principles of the times, 
{eerns to be an imitation of that author in his manner. 
In e[~y writing, David Hume feems to have as bappily 
joined concifenefs and perfpicuity as Iroft of our Englilh 
writers. Some pious writers have been as fuccefsful this 
w~y as mofi: of our nation; ruth as ?flafon's Sayings, 
and Mafon on Self-kAowledge. (5) A ftyJ~ is called 
el~gant when it is formed by the principles of true tane, 
and much pains is taken to ofe the beft and {luren: 
expreffions that the language will afford. It is very com
mon to join together eafe and elegance. The great 
patterns we have of there are Addifon and Tillotfon. 
Seed's Sermons too may be mentioned here, as very 
much excelling in both thefe qualities; to alfo does Da. 
vid Hurne. ·fhe other Hume, author of the Elelnents of 
Criticifm, though a very good judge of writing. feelns in 
point of ftyle to be very deieclive himfelf. If he has any 
talent, it is concifenefs and plainnefs; but he is at the 
fame time often abrupt 2.!ld harfh. (6) An ornate fiyle 
may be faid to be fomething more than eleS{ant, intro
ducing into a compofition all the beauties uf language. 
where they can find a place with propriety. I mention. 
ed before, that Hervey's (lyle in his ]\tleditations, was ~.x. 
ceedingly fmooth and flowing. I may add it has allo tho 
qualities of elegant and ornate. Tbal ftyle is elegant 
which is correa ancl free from faults; that is ornate 
which abounas with beauties.' (i) The next cbaraaet 



.of fly Ie is, that it is jun. By this I ~r.derfland, a par
ticlllat attention to the truth and meaning of every ex
pre8iun. JuRnefa is frequently joined with, or other. 
__ ife exprefTed by precifion; fo that (if I may fpeak fo) 
together with a taRe which will relifh and produce an ele. 
gance of )an~~ there is 2 judgment and accuracy 
which will abide the ferutiny of pbilofopby and criticifm. 
Manr well turned periods and lhowy exprdlions will 
be found ckfeaive here. This jufttkfs Gf fly Ie is farce. 
ly ever fOund withO\,t clbmefs of uOOerfianding, fo that 
it appeaR in &tCuncy of method, in the whole difcourfc; 
JS well 1$ in til, ftyle of particU4r parts. Dr. Samuel 
Clark was a gleat example of thi~ He was one ofthoiC: 
few mathemati(:ianl who were good write~ and while he 
did ilot lore lhe life and fervor of the orat9f, preferved the 
p~ifion of the natural ph il of OF her. (8) Nervous or 
firong is the next charaaer offty1e. aQd tbis implies that 
in which the author d~~ not wholly neglrt\ elegance and 
p~ifion.. But he i~ much more attentive to dip~ty and . 
force. A Oyle ~ IS very ftrong and nervous, mlght 0f
ten receive a little additional poIifh by a £e\y more epithets 
cr copulatives, but cannot defcend tt' {ucb minutmefs. · 
It is a fine expref60n of Richard Baxter, npon flyle, -
at ~fay I f~ .plainly and pertinently ~ and fomewhat 
u ~ryoolly, I have my pUrpi)fe." Baxter WlS a great 
example of a nervous {lyle, with ~at negleB: of ele •. 
gtlnce, and Dean Swift is an iUuftrious exam pIe of the 
fame fort of diaion, with a very confidenbJe Qttention 
to elet!ance. ,Both the one and the other feem to write in 

~ 

the fu!lnefs of their he.uts, and to me without icruple more 
terms are commonly beft, that firft prefent themfelves to 
a ~rtile it\vention and W3ml inlagination, without wait .. 
inS! to choofe in their room thof~ that might be Olore fmooth 
or fonQrous~ but lefs emphatic. (9) Chafiity offiyle I think 
fl~nd$ particularly oppofoo to any embellifhments that arc 
not natural; and nece[ary- Nay, we generally mean 
by a VeYY c.hafie writer, one ~'ho doe, not admit even all · 
lhe ornaments that he might, and what ornaments he 
poes admit are always of the moll decent kind~ and the 
P.l9fi properl~' executed.. (10) Se\erit~· of il,le -h3: this 
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tide only, by way of comparifon. That is a revere flyJo 
\\-hich has propriety, eJepnce and force, but feems rather 
to be above and to difdain the om.&ments wb~ch ('Very b0-
dy eUe would approve, and the ~atcft part of readers 
\i-ould dc1i~. 

, 

LECTURE XI. 

WYE come now to the third general head, which was 
to (peak of oratory as it is divided into the feveral 

parts which conftitute the: art.. There ha\"c been general. 
If the following, invention, difpofition, flyle or compoli
boo, pronunciation~ including gefture. 

I. Inventioo. This is n~thing elfe but finding out 
the fentiments by which a fpeiker or writer would ex
pJai,n what he has to propofe, and the agqments by which 
he would enforce it. This fubjetl is treated of very 
largely, in moll oftbe books of oratory, in which I ta'link 
they jud~ '1ery wrong. In by far the greateft number 
of caf~ tltere is no necefJity \)f teaching it, and where 
it is QeCdfary, I believe it exceeds the power of man 
to teach it with efFea The very tirf} time indeed, that 
a young perfon begins to compafe, the thing is fo new to 
him, that it is apt to appear dark and difficult, and in a 
manner impoflible. But as roan as he becomes a little 
accufiomed t~ it, he finds muth more diflicu]tt in {elea .. 
ing what is proper, than in inventing. fomething that 
feems to be tolerable. There are fome perfons I confefsJ 

whom th~ir own fiupidity, or that of their relations, 
forces to attempt public fpeaking, who are entirely barren, 
and not able to bring out any thing either good or bad, 
but this is exceedingly rare, and when it does happen, it 
will be fo burdenfome to the man himfelf, that he mull: 
fpeedily give over the attempt. 1'here are infinitely lDore 
who have plenty of matter, ruch as it is, but neither 
ve:y valuable in itfelf. nor clothed in proper language. 
I f.link it happens very generally that thofe . ··ho are lean 
~cncife and accu~teJ are rno!l 1~~~1 and voluminous1 
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I wJll therefore not fpend much time UpC!l invention,' 
leaving it to the fpohtatleous produB:ion of capacity and 
experience; only obferve that it is called a common place. 
from wIle nee you dra\v your argument. That principle 
of law, nature, tane, experience, from which you fete:l 
your topic, and apply it to your particular cafe, is a com· 
Inon place; as for example, if I want to prove that a firiCt 
difcipline in a fociety is heft, I fay that difcipli~e which 
\vill, in the 11l.Pll: efTetluaI lnanner refirain offences is cere 
tajnly the beft; this is the topic or comOlon place. 

It would be needlefs to point out the fQurces of inven
tion, or fhow from whence arJuments may be drawn, for 
they may be drawn from aU the characters and qualities 
of an aCtion or perron, and from all the circumflances that 
accompany it. If I mean to aggravate a r.rime or inju~Yt 
I fay it was done deliberately, obfiinate1y, repeatedly, 
without temptation, againft many warnings, and mQch 
kindnefs, that its efreCls are very bad tb amari's felf,'.to 
others, to the charaCter, th~ perfon, the efiate, &.c· . H I 
want to fpeak in praife of a free government, Imentio~ 
its happy e{feCls in giving fecurity and bappincfs~ pro. 
mpting indufiry, enc.ouraging genius, producing 'value; 
and then I apply to experience, and 1how the happinefs. 
pf free fiates, and the mifery of thofe that have been kept 
in {b. very ; but I repeat the remark, that invention need 
not be taught, unlefs it be to one that never yet comp"fed 
a ff;ntence. 1·here have been books of common placc~, 
pqblifh~d, containing arguments and topics for illufiration . 
and even fimiIitudeq-fayings of the ancients, &c. but 
they are of very little ufe, unlefs to a perfon that has 
no fund of his own, and then one that makes nfe of' 
. th~m is like a man walking on fiilts; they make him 
look very big, but he walks very feebly. 

~. The next divifion of the oratorial art; is difpofition or 
diftribution. This is a matter of the utnlofi moment, and 
upon which infiruaion is both neceffary and ufeful. By 
difpofition as a part of the oratorial art I mean order in 
general, in ~he whole of a difcourfe or any kind of compo. 
fttipn, be it what it will. As to the parts of which a lingle 
f1>eecb or oration confifis, ther. will be a~e~wards co~fider. 
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ed. Before I proceed to explain or point out the way to 
attain good order, I would jult mention a Jew of its ex
cellencies. 

(I) Good order in ~ difcourfe gives light, and makes it 
eafily undcrfiood. If thiligS are thrown together without 
method, each of them wiii be lefs underfioOd, and their 
joint influence in leading to a conclufion, will not be per. 
ceived. It is a noble expreffion of Horace, who calls it 
lucidos ordo, clear order. It is common to fay, when we 
hear a confufed difcourfe, "It had lleitller head nor tail, I 
could not underftand .. what he would be at." (2.) Order is 
Jlece[ary to force, as well as light; this indeed is a necer~ 
fary confequence of the other, for we tball never ~ per. 
fuaded by what we do not underfiand. \T ery often the 
force of reafoningdepends upon the united influence of fc:
vera] difiina propofitions. If they are ranged in a juft Of

der, they wi;] all have t~eir effect, and fupport one another; 
if otherwife, it will be like a number of men attempting 
to I"aife a weight, and one pulling at one timet and ano
ther at anothl~r, which will do juft Iloliling, but if all exert 
their po\ver at once, it will be eafily overcome. 

(3) Order is alfo ufeful for affifling memory. Order 
is nece[ary even in a difcourfe that is to have a tranfient 
effeCt, but if any thing is intended to produce a. lafiing 
conviaion~ and to have a daily infillence, it is frill more ne. 
ce[ary. \Vhen thiugs are difpofed ~n a proper order, the 
fame concatenation that is in the diicourfe, takes place in 
the memory, fo that when one thing is remembered,it im .. 
mediate1y brings to remembrance what has an eafyand 
obvious connexion with it. The affociation of ide~s 
linked together by any tie is very remarkable in our con
ftitution, and is furipofed to take place from fome im .. 
preffion made upon the brain. If we ha\'e feen two per. 
fons but once, and feca them both at the fame time only, 
or at the fame place only, the remembrance of the one 
can hardly be feparated from the othere I may alfo il .. 
lufirate the fubjeCt by another plain infiance. Suppofe I 
defire a perfon going to a city, to do three or four things 
for me that are wholly unconneCl:ed, as to deliver a letter 
to one perion-to vifit a friend of uline, and to bring me 
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notice how he is-to buy" certain book for me if he carl 
. find it--and to fee whether any fhip be to fail for Britain 
foon, it is I/ery poffible be may remember fome of them, 
and forget the other~; but if I defire him to buy me a 
dozen offilver fpooDS, to carry them to an engraver to put 
my name upon them, and get a cafe to plJt them iO t if he 
remembers one article, it is likely he will remember an of 
them. It is one of the bell: evidences that a difcourfe has 
heen compofed with difiinltoefs and accuracy, if after you 
go away you can remenlber a good deal of it ; but there are 
fometimes difcourfes which are pompous and declamatory, 
and which you hear with pleafure, and fome fort of ap
probation, but ii }'OU atte'mpt to recolleCt the truths 3d .. 
vaneed, or the arguments in fupport of them, there is not 
a trace of them to be found. 

(4) Order conduces alfo very much to beauty. Order 
is never omitted when men give tile principles of beauty,. 
and confufron is difguftful jun on its own account, what. 
ever the nature of the confufed thipgs may be~ If you 
were to fee a V:1ft heap of fine furniture ot different kinds, 
lying in confufion, you could neither perceive half fo di£.. 
tillCily what was there, nor could it at all have ruch an 
effect, as if every thing was difpofed in a jull order, and 
placed where it ought to nand; oay, a mllch fmalle!quan .. 
tity elegantiy difpofed, would exceed in grandeur of ap
pearance a heap cf the moll colUy things in nature. 

(S) Order is alfo necellary to brevity. A confufed 
difcourfe is almoft ne\ger ihc.rt, and is always fiUed with 
repetitions. It is with thought in this refpetl" as with 
things viftble, for to return to the former fimilitude, A 
confufed heap of goods or furniture fills nluch more room 
than when it is ranged and daffed in its proper oruer, and 
every tIling carried to its proper place. 

Having fhown tht: c~ceiience of preciLon -and method, 
let us next try to explain w hat it is .. and that I may have 
fome re~rd to nlethod while I am fpeaking of the very 
fubjet1, I fhlU take it in three lights, (I) l"'here" mull be 
em attention to order in the difpoiitioll of the whQle piece. 
\Vhate\'er the parts be in themfdves, they have alfo 
a rela!!on m c·ne another, and to the wbClle body, (if I 
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nlay fileal~ fo) that they are to tompofe. E\"Cl)' ,':crk. 
l)e it \\·jlat it \\'111, Ililiory, epic poem, llramatic l:oen), 
oratio·I"}, epillJe, or eOa}-, is to be conftllere(l as a \\'}lo)e, 

and a clearnefs of jucgnlent in point of method, will de A 

cicle the place and proportion of the feveral p~rts oi 
which they are cOlupofed. 1'the loofdl efTay, or where 
form is leafi profdft:d or Iludied, ought yet to have 
lome fhape as a whol!": and we may fay of it~ that it be. 
gins abrllptly or enL~s abruptl}" or [ollle of t}1e I)arts are 
Ji1ifl)lacetl. Tilere are often to be fcen pieces in \\~}lich 
good things are raid" and \\-ell raid, and have only this 
fault that they are unfeafonab1e and out of place. 110-
race fays in his art of poetry, what is equally applicable 
to every fort of compofition, ., Denique fit quod ,"is lim
e, plex duntaxat ct ullum," and f}10rt]y after " In feliA: 
" operis fumma, quia ponere totum Ilefciet." 

This judgment in planning the whole, win particllJarly 
enable a perJon to determine botll as to tIle place and 
proportion of the particular parts, \\'heth~r rhe.y l:e not 
only good in themfel\'fS, but fit !o be introdu·ced in fu,h 
a work, and it win aifo (If I may fpeak fo) give ~ ~olour 
to the \vllole comlofition. The neceffit}~ of order :11 the 
whole 11.·uC\ure of a piece~ 1h~ws that the Iule is good 
,vhich is gi\~en by fan1e, that an orrtor before he begin 
his difcourJe, 1hould concentrate the fubjeCt as it were, 
and reduce it to one fingle propofition, either exprtffed 
or at lean concei\'ed in his mind. Every thing filould 
grow out of this as its root, if it be in another principle to 
be explained, or refer to ihis as its end it it be a point 
to be gained by periuafion. Having thus frited the point 
clearly to be handle(), it wili ", '-~ord a fort of criterion 
\vl.ether any tIling adduced is proper nr illlproper. it 
win fuggen the topics that are jun anti fuita)le~ as well 
as enable us to rejett whate\'er is in fubfiance improper, 
or in fize difproportionate to the d~fign. Agre~ably to 

this principle, I think that not --nly the fu' ;!"fi of a fing~t! 
difcourfe fhoutd be reduceahle to one propoi~(ion, !:ut tr.~ 
general di\-ifions or principal ht:aus lhould not be m~ny in 
number. .\ great nunlbcr of gelleral heads both bur, 
dens the memory) and breaks the unity of the fubj~a) 
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and carrie~ the ida of fevent little difcourfcs jOin:d toge
ther, or to follow aft~r one another. 

2. Order is necelT..lry in the tubdil-ificns of :1 fubjea, 
or the way of ftaling and marih;aliing of the fever.l por
tions of any genera! head. This is applic~ble to aU 
kinds of compolition, and 311 kind~ of oratory, ier~non~ 
law pla.ding~ fpeeches. There is 3l\\,i:ys a divilion of 
the pans, as well as of the whole, either exprenc:d ((\r. 
mally and nomericaUy, or foppofet,!, though fupprdr~ 
And it is as much here as any where, that the confufion 
of inaccurate writers and f~akers appears. It is alwa.ys 
nece[ary to have foole notion of the whol~ of a piece~ 
and the larger diviiions being more bulky .. to fo fpeak", dif.. 
pofi~:~n in them is more eafiiy perceived .. but in the fmall. 
er~ both their crder apd fize is in danger of be~ng leis 
attended to. Obferve, tllerefo~ that to be accurate and 
juil, the fubdivitions of any compofiti\)n, fuch I mean as 
are (for example) introduced in a numerical feries~ 1, :l, 3, 
&c .. fhouJd have the following propenies: (I.) They 
ihould be ~Iear anti plain. Every tbin~ indeed fhould be 
clear as fur as he can make it, but precifion and diliina .. 
nefs ihould efpeciaUy appear in the 'fubdivifions.. juil as 
the boull<ling )in~s ofcountries ill a tllap. Fort~lis rearOD 
the firf} part of a iubdil;;fion filOUJd be a like a ibott defi
nition, and when it can be (l:>ne, it i~ beft exprefred in a 
lingle term; for exampie, in ~iving the charaaer of a 
man of learning, I may propofe to fpeak of his genius, his 
erudition__ his illdnfiry or application. 

(::.) rfhey fhould be trely difiin8; that is, every body 
fho~ld perceive that they are really different from one an· 
other, not in phrafe or word only, but in fentiment.. If 
you praife a man lirft for his judgment, and then for hi3 
nndcrftanding; they are t::!her altogether or fo near1y the 
fame, or Ie nearly aUted, :ts not to require diflintlicn. I 
ha~e heard a minifier "n Jchn xvii. 11. Holy Father, &.c. 
In ihowing how Goc.l keeps his people, fays, ( I) He keeps 
their (eet.. He fhall keep thy feet ir~tn falling. (~.) He 
keeps their way. Thou filalt keep him in all his ways. 
No\v, it is plaill that there are not two different thi(igs~ 
but two metaphors for the (IDle thing. This indeed was 

.... 
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r~ulty alfo i1\ another refpea; for a metaphor ought not 
tt' make a divific!l at all. 

(J-) Suh.divifions fh:>ulJ b~ nece{f~ry; that is to fay 
taking the word in the loofe and popular fente, the fubjet~ 
mould feem to demlod tlleill. ·r~ multiply divifions. 
eyen ,,-here they may be made realty diftinft, is tedious, 
anJ dit'guftful" unld's where they are of ufe and impor
tani:C tQ our clearly comprehendin~ the Rleming, t'r fed. 
ingthe force of what is raid. If a p'!rion in the m3? of ~ 
country fhould gi~e a uitr~n:nt coiuur to every t!lree 
miles, thouf:!h the equ~lity of the proportion wouid make 
the divitit}n clear enou~h, yet it woukl appear dit'guftingly 
fupert)uo:Js. In ",Tiling the hiilory of a..W} eminent per
fon's life, to divide it into fp3ces of to ye:lrs, perhaps 
l,-oulJ m.lke the v~ew of the \\'hole more exaa: but to 
divide it int\) fin~le ye~rs or months, wuuld be finical and 
ditagree3.blc:. The increafe of di\'ifitlDS lwls almoft Un&

\~oid3b!y into tediou!!lefs. 
(4--) Sub..divifions Olculd be co-ordinate; that is to r~,·, 

tbofe that Ii) on in a feries, I, 2,), &:C. fhould be u :~_ -':' 
as poPible fimilar, or of the fame kind. This ntle is 
tr~nfgreif~ when either the things mentioned are wholly 
diff~l~nt in kind~ or when they include Ollf: another. 
This \viII be well perceived if \\'e confider how a man 
would defcribe a fenlib!e fubjett, a country for enmple; 
N~w-Jeriey contains (1) ~Iidd)efe%:. ~'1) Sem~rfct coun
ty. (3) rrhe townnlips of Princeton ~ .. ) Morris ccunty. 
So, if one in defcribioJ the charatler of a real Chril~ian, 
fhculJ f~y, f.lith, holinefs, charity, jufiice, tempel'3fiCe, 
patience, this \\·ould not do, becaute holinefs includes 
jufti<:,e, &c. 'Vhen, therefore, it f:ems necdfary to men
lion diif~rent p3rticulars th:l.~ C3nnot be nlade co.orJinlte. 
they {houlJ be made ju~:,r~iillate. ~ 

(5-) Sub-divifioas fhould be comple~e, aad exhauft the 
fubjeEt. This indeed is common to aU di\'~fions, hat i:i 
of moft importance here, where it is moli negle8ed. It 
m:l}'" be [.lid, perhaps, how can W~ propofe to exhaufl any 
fubj~a: By lnlkin~ the lli\'ilions fuitable, p.uticularly in 
point of comprehenfion, to the nalUre of tht lul~ed; as an 
e~amp!e, aaJ ~o mlk~ uf~ of ~~e ::nage b,fore introJ~,e I 



()f ~i\'ing an account of a country-I may jay, the 
vro\"ince of Kc:w-Jcrfey confifls of two parts, Eall and 
lrefl Jc:rfey. If I (.'y it confifis of the counties of So
m~r!et, &t. I rnuft (Ontil4ue till I have enunle.ated all 
tilt: counties, othent.-ife the divifion is not cOJl'plet~. In 
t!le lanle O:~l1111c:r in public f~Rking, or ally oliler com. 
POfilioll, \\-hat~\·er di\-iuOl1 is nlade, it is not It:~itin1ate if 
it dcx:s :lot indulle or exhaufl the whde f~bjetl, whi~h 
J1l3)~ be (lone, let it be eve)' fo great. For exal!lple: true 
religion may be divided \-arious ways, fo as to includ~ the 
\\·hoJe, I nuy fay, that it ccmfifis of our duty to Goct ollr 
Jleighl)Ollr and ourfel\~es-or I ma}~ Dlake but t\\ .. o, Clll 
duty to Gcd and man, and divide the laft into t\\~O Jubor. 
dinate heads, our neighbour .. and ourfdves-or I may fay, 
it confills of faith aIld praEtice--or that it confitis of t\\'O 

PlrtS.. a right frame and temper of mintl, alld a g(T.:xi life 
:uld converlation. 

(6_) Laftly, the fub..dh-ifions of a!ly fubject fhould be 
connetled, or lhould be taken in a feries or order if they 
,,-ill poffibJy admit of it. III fome moral and intellectual 
1ubjeCls it may not be eary to find any ieries or natural 
order, ai in an etlumeration cf virtues .. jllfiice, temper
ance and fortitude. Patience perhaps might as \\~ell be enu
merated in any other order; yet there is often an order 
that \vill appear nat'lral, and the inverfion of it llnnatllral 
-as "Ie may fily, injuries are oone man}~ \va}'"s to a man's 
perion, charatler and potTt-ffions- Love to others in
clcdes the T~13tion of famiJ}-, kindred, citizens, COWltl)'

lnen, fe llo\y ... creature~. 
(3-) In tile Iafi pllce there is alfo an order to be cbferv .. 

ed i:1 the fentinlents, \\·hich nlakes the illuflration 0. an1 ... 
pl~ficatioll of th~ divifions of a (lifcourie. 'l~his order is 
)lever exprdfed by numerical di\'ifions, yet it is or great 
importance, antI its beau~y ~lld force \\'"ill be particul~rly 
felt. It is, if I nla)- fpeak f{), of a finer an,,1 lnore deli
(\~:e i:llure than any of tIle others, more ,-arious, and 
1~~rll~r io explain. I Ollce lla\'e fai(l, that all r~afoning 
is \J~' !~1e nl!ur\.: of ,\ l)'llogifrn, "'llich Ja}"s do\\-n princi-
t'\~. Ilukt-S ccmp.uifons, and draws the ccnch:fiou, But 
we m:A!! raniculariy guard ab~inn kt~in& the l~n::crmily 



an(I forli1,llit}, of a fyl!ogi:ffi al)i)~lr. In gel1er~1, \\·113t .. 

e\per e!tablifhes allY cOllnt!ftion" it> tlllt it makes tll~ len .. 
# 

timents give riie to one aJ'lo:her, is the OtCdlio~l of orll~r-
fometilnes necellit}9 ~11tl \)tilit~· IlOl11t Ollt tile order as a 
good oleafllre---As ill telling a fior}", gra\·e or hU!110rOUS, 

you rnun begin by defcnbing the perfous concerned, 
mentioning juil :s many cir!'umftances of their ~harath:r 
arid fituation as are n~cerr:lrv to r:l3ke \IS uotlerliand the 

• 
·faCts to b~ after\\"ar(}s r:!!,\tcd. Son~t.times the tt:l1fible ideas 
of time and place fu~gell an ordc:r, not only in hiliori
cal narrations and in Jaw pleadings, which rdllte to faas, 
but in drawing of charaaers~ ddcrib ng the rrogrds and 
effeCls of \"irtue alld vice, and eVen in other fubjeas. 
,,-here the connexiOll bet,,-eell thofe ideas all<i the t)illg 

fpoken of, is not very firong.-Sometimes.. and indeed 
generally, there is ~n onler which proceeds from things 
pl:tin to thin6s obfcure. rfhe begillning of a paragraph 
fhould be like the fhllrp point of a wedge, which gains 
admitt~\nce to.the bulky plr~ bt-hind. It firft affi:-ms wh~t 
e\"eT)~ l)()(l}- feels or muft con!efs, ant'! proceet!s to \vhi\t 
(01l0\\-S as a nece!f:lfY conf~q!lence: In fine, there is an 
on!cr i:l perftl3.fion to :l ~~rtiCtllar choice, \\1th:ch n)a)~ be 
taken two ways with ~qual ach·ant:lge, pr()(~ing from 
the ,\·e~k.er to the fironger, or frem the fironger to th~ 
'~eaker. As in recomrne:lding a pi~us anti \~irtlloUS 
life, we may firli fay i: is amiable, hcncr'l~)le, plea
[lnt, pro6table~ e\'en in the prefc:nt life!; and, to crown 
all, olakes d\!at:l itf~if a frielld~ 3n(1 le3ds to a glori!lu: 
immortality; or, \\'"e Dla)JO begin the otll~r \\"aJ', and ja~· 
it is the one thing needful, that eternity is the gr~at anJ 
decifi\~e argllnl~:lt tilat fhOtllJ detc!lfnine our choice, 
thOtlgll e,"er)· ti!ill~ elie ',-ere iii fa,"or of \pice, an,l the.~ 
~dd, that e\~en in the prefent )'!e l it is a gre~t lnifbke to 
think that b3(llnen are gainers, &.c. 1"llis is ca~!e\.l :ome
tillles tIle al~Cll(lin~ all{} liefreil~lin~ ciilll~\X. Elcn of 
theln IllS its bt!al!t~· allel u!~. It mt}ll h! left to tilt! O;-cl
tor'~ jtld_~lncn~ to llctermine \\"ll!cil of tl:c t~ .. ,o i:i eit!ler fit-

n'" l-" .' ,.. ! I fi l t" r"" tetl tor tale prt-:cnt I),-lr!,~:f' _ or \\ .llf,l ~e 10',:S ~'lr;l~t"'it ~\; 

th'lt time a!>l: to (;xecme to d:e gl ~a~en a,: ':':ln t 1:.'·. 
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T ItE next branch of this di\-ifion is llyle or compOe 
filion. 1"his~ which is :0 great a part of the fubjeet, 

has a!reatly l~en confidered ill one view, ullder the tl~ree 
great kin,Is ofwriting~ and \\'ill again be mentioned un(!er 
the t" .. o follo\ving heads, as \v~)1 as the rt~n:'arks at tb1! 
clore: )·et I \vill (Irop a fe\v thillgS upon it in this place. 
I. It is necefT~r}~ that a \vriter or fpeaker filOUJd be well 
acq~ainted with L'le ]an~llage in \vhicll he f~aks, its cha
ncters, properties ana defect, its idioms ~r pecuiiar terms 
and phf'c\tes, al}{llike\vife \\"ith as mao}" other J30guages as 
poffible, particularly fuch as are called the learned langua
ge~, the L"ltin and Greek-Our own language is the En. 
glilh~ 11 thorough acquaintance with it, roufi be acquired 
by extenlh"c reading in the bell authors, giving great at· 
t~ntion to the remarks ma:!e bl' critics of -juclgment and 
erudition, and trying it otirlelves in praClice. Our l~~n .. 
J;!:lage, like motl of the northern lan~uages, is rough, \vith a 
trequent meeting of confonant~, difficult of pronunciation; 
it aOOutlJs in monofYIJabl~s. }-OU Ina}C' write a \vholc: 
pl~e, and !c:lrce nfe one word that bas more than one 
j\~Jl:\bfe; this is a defea, and to be avciJed \vhen it can .. 
be done confiUently with other properties, particularly 
iimplicity and perfpicuity. Our langu:lge is faid to have 
all O\'er pror-"'lr~ion of tI.e Jetter S, and therfore called a 
l:iffit)~ la(lg:Ja~e. 1'his a \~~riter of jlldgmetlt \vill endea
vor ti) :lvoiJ, wherc\"er he can do it with propriety and 
elegance. .~ tilorougil acquaintance \vith the genius and 
lliioms of our o\\·n larlguage, call fcarcciy be attained with. 
out rome a~quai~tance with oth~rs, beL~ufe it is compari
ton of 011e \\'ith another \vbiell illufirates all. Tilcre are not 
only fmaHer differences between one language and ano
ther, b:l! th:!t'c are fome ~eneral dill~rences in the arrange
In~t1t of \\:ords, in the ancient allel modern languages: 
in the Greek and L1tin, the governed words ~re pretty 
\!encr~l!v b:fcr~ tIl: \':rh. It is a nlifiake for us to fay 
~ . 
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that tl.e Englifh order is the natu ral order, as fome h3ve 
done-It is certain that they are either both alike natural 
and equally obvious, when once cufiorn has fixed them, 
or tilat the ancient order is tIle more natural of the t'\\-o. 
'l'here are t\\ro things, the a8ion ancl the objetl, to be con
joined, and it is fully as proper to tum your attention 
iirn to the obje8~ before you tdl what you are to fay of it, 
or what YOt, would have done with it, as afterc lltu(1 feal. 
pellum quod in manu habe~, commoda mihi p.iulifper, fi 
placet: and in longer and more in\>olved lentences, the 
fufpending the fentiment for fome time till ic be compleat
ed, is both more pleafing and more forcible. Our own 
language admits of a litt)£ tranfpofition, and becomes grand
er and more fono1'ous by it, both in poetry and pro!e. 

~. '\Te may attend to the al :-angemcnt of the dauies of 
a fentence" and their proportion and found. Every fen
te,}ce may be confidered as ha\!.illg fo many claufes or mem· 
bers, which have, each of them, rome meaning, but which 
is not complete till it is dored. Every fentence is tapable 
of receiving foole degree of harmony, by a proper {huc
ture; this it receives when the Ill0R important ideas, and 
the molt fonorous expreffions occupy the chief places; 
but what, you wi}! fay .. are the chief places? \~le natu
rally, fays an eminent French author on this fubjeCt, Jove 
tc prefent our moll: intereftin~ ideas lira; but this order 
which is diaated by felf-kwe, is contrary to what we are 
direCted to by the art of pleafing-The caF: ~31 Jaw of this 
art, is to prefer others to ourielves, and the·"efore the moft 
ftriking and interefiing ideas come \\9ith the greaten be:Lll
tlp as well as force, in the clore. \'v"here the difference -does ilot lie in the ideas, the words or phrafe-s that are mon 
long and fonorous ought to be fo dillinguifbed; this rule 
hc\\·ever, will admit fome exception, when we are to per
{uade or inftcc8:, for lye mull never feem to have f\\-eet. 
nelS and cadence chiefly in view. 

The rule of placing in a fentence the mon important 
ideas and expieffions laft, was taken notice of by ancient 
\II,rriters. In verbis obfervandum eft, fays one of them, 
ut a rnajoribus ad minus defcendat oratio, mel ius enim 
dicetur, \~ir eft optimus, quam yir optimu~ eft. Some-



times fe\'eral mcmyfyllables terminate a ftntence well 
ellollgll, becaufe ill l>ronullciatiCll they run into on~, and 
feen! to the hearers little different frOnl a fingJc word. It 
is an ot1fer,7ation, that the ear itfelf often directs to the 
rule "lpon this fubject. Some French critics obferve that 
fome 1)·11all1es it) their language which are llfua11y thort, 
are produced in the end of a fentence, for infiance, Je fuis 
votre fervitellr monfieur, je fuis Ie votre; \Vllere 'tolre is 
fhort in the firfi fentence, and long in tIle fecotlc1; and I 
believe the fame thing would ha}1pen in tranflating that 
ientence iiteraily into Englifll. 

The harmony of fen~ences is preferved either by a 
nleafured proportion, or reRular gradatiol1 of the claufes: 
Cicero fays upon this fubjeCt, Si menibra, &c. In every 
'fentence confillillg of t\\'O members only, evety bouy's ear 
will make them fenfib1e, that the Jafi clallfe after the paufe 
of the voice ought to be longefi; as in Shakefpear, But 
yefierday, &c. In longer fentences there rnllil be a great. 
er varie!y, and feveral cuufes muft contribute to determine 
the length of the claufes; but it is plain, the JaIl muft be 
longer than the prece(ling; and fornetitnes a regular gra
(lation of more than t\VO claufes, 11as a very happy effi:Ct; 
fuch as thefe of (~icero, ~loruln l]l:(Cfior flleram, &c. 
Again h~ fays in the fame oration, Habet honorem, &c. 
There is another order in which there are. two equa], and 
one unequal member, and in that cafe when the unequal 
melnber is {hortefi, it on.gIlt to be place(l firll:; ,vhen it is 
lonr-ell, it ought to be placed lall:, as in the two following 
examples; 1'dlis en .Africa, &c. and Eripite nos ex mi. 
jeri~, &c. rrllere is anotller firuaure of the 111enlbC:fs of 
a fel1tence, ill \Vllich lilis rule is departed from, alld yet it 
pleafes, becaufe of a certain exaCt l)roportion, as tllat of 
l\;Iollfieur FeIleloll, Dans iit dou]euT, &.c. rrhe firl1 and 
Jafi members are eqllaJ, atl(i that \\,llicJl is in tIle Dliddle 
is jull: double to each of them. 

Perhaps it will be afkcd, l\Iufl: an author then' give at. 
tel1tion to tllis ]Jrecifc rnea!llre? I\1ufi Ile lake a pair of 
fcales or com})affes to nlc~lfure eVer}T I)eriocllle compefes? 
By no means. Nothing would be more frigid and unfuc. 
cefsful, but. it was proper tr-'lS to analyfe the fubjcCt, aud 

. . 
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lho\y in what manner the ear is pie a fed ; at tile fame time 
there is fa gre~t a variety and tompus in the meafuI'Cs of 
profe; that it is eafy to vary the. firuaur~ and cadenc~~ 
and make every thing, appear quite 6tnple. and natural. 
This leads me to the:: third. rt:Rlark upon (lyle... , 

3. 1"hat variety is t~ be pa~ticularlylludied. lf a 
writer thinks any particular fttu8ure necefTary, and forces 
every thing he has to fay jufl into that form, it will be 
highly difagreeable, or if he is much enamoured with one 
particular kind o~ ornament, and br~llgs it, in too frequent
ly, it will immediately difguft. There is a mixtUre in 
~e principies of t~fiet a defire of ~nir~rmity and v~riety. 
fimplicity and i~tricacy, and it is by the happy, uni~~ of 
all there, that delight is molt effectually produced. What 
~lfe is ~ece[~y upon Uyle, will faU very properly under 
fome of the following heads. . , · 

The laft part of. th.e oratorial art is pronunciati.on., 
Including gefiure". This is of the n.tmon, . and indeed o~ 
~niverfally confe[ed importance. rhe effe& of the dif. 
ferent ~anner ~f delivering th!! f~~}e thing are verj 
great. It is a famous fubjeec; larg~ly treat«l of by all 
critical writers. It feems to have been nicely findied 
by the ancients, a~.if w~ m~y judg~ from fome eir
GumUances, their aai~ has been often very violent. 
We a(e told of Cicero, that when he firft went to the bar; 
the violence of his aaion, and wilat is called contentitJ 
laterum, was luch as endangered his £onfi.tution, fo 
that be took a journey for, his health, and on his return 
t~ok to a more cool and managed way of fpeaking.' 
rrhere is a1fo fomewhere in his \lVritings, an expreffion to 
this pur(1of~, nec fnit etiam, quod minimu.m. eil j fupplofio 
pedis. As if fiamping \'Iith ti)e foot .. had been one of the 
lean violent motion~ then in 'ufe. We ca~not judge of 
this tllatter very well at ruch a diftance. There is a dif. 
ference ~n t~e turn of different nationa upon this fub .. 
jeCt. The Fr~nch and Italians have much ~orc= warmth 
and fire in their manner tb~n the Britifil. I rf!menlber 
once to have heen told that no man could perceive the 
beauty of Raphael'S piaure of Paul preaching at Athens, 
unlefs he had feeD a FrcnchlllfUl or Italian ill the pull-'it, 

\'ot. III. 4 .l\ 
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Leaving you to 1"e!d and digefi: all the criticifms a!ld re
marks upon this fubjefl to be met with in different au
thors, I fttall only gi~e a few diretlions that I efieem 
moil ufeful for avoiding improprieties and' attaining fome 
degree of excellence in this refpea. 

!. Study great fincerity j tTy to forget e\'ery purpofe 
b~t the very end of fpeaking, information and perfuafion. 
Labor after that fort of prefenre of mind which arifes 
from felf-denial, rather than from courage. Nothing pro
duces more aukwardnefs than confufion and embanafr. 
mente Bring a clown into a magnificent palace, and Jet 
hi~ have to appear in the pre fence of perfons of high 
rank, and the fear and folicitude he has aoollt hi's o\\'n 
caniage and (lifcourfe, makes bith the one and the otiler 
Dluch mo~ abfurd and aul~\'~Jrd than it \vould ha,"e other
wife: been. 

2. Learn (lifiina articulation, and attend to all the 
common rules of rea(ling, \,,.hicb are tau~ht in th~ En. 
glinl grammars. Articulation is giving their full force 
and powers to tlle confonants as \l"ell as the vO\\7t:is. 1~lle 
difference bet\Veell a well articulated difcourfe and one 
defeCtive in this reipecr, is, that the firft you will hear 
difiinClly as far' as you can hear the voice; the other you 
will hear found enough, yet not underfiand almofl any 
thing that is faid. PraCl:ice in company is a good way to 
Jearn this atld feveral other excellencies in (lifcourfe. 

3. Another rule is to keel) to the tone and key of dia
logue, or common coo\7erfation, as much as poffible. III 

c;ommon difcourle \\,llere there is 110 affeCtation, nlell 

freak properly. At lean .. thougll even here there are dif. 
ferences from nature-fome fJ)eakillg \vith more f\\reetnefs 
and grace than others, }'et tllere is none that £,\Ils intc 
Jllly of thole unnatural rallts or ridiculollS geflure~, t!1at 
are fometimes to be feen in public fpeakers. 

4- It is of confiderabJe corJequence to be accufiomed 
to decency of manners in the bdt company. This gives 
an eare of carriage and a fenfe of delicacy, which is of 
great lIfe in fornlillg the ueportn1ent of an orator. 

5. In the Ian place, everyone fhould confider not only 
what is -the manner, beft in itfelf, or even bell fuited t&' 
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the fubjetl, but \vhat is a1[0 beft fuited to'his own capaci
ty. One of a q, ... ick animated fpirit by nature, may a1-
lo\v hinlfelf a mllch greater violence of aCl:ion, than one 
of a colder difpolition. If this Ian lvorks hinlfelf up to 
violence, or filldics to exprefs much paflion, he will not 
probably be able to carry it through, bot lvill relapfe into 
his own natural manner, and by the fenfible difference 
bet\veen one part of his difcourfe and another, render 
himfelf ridiculous. Solemnity of manner fhould be fub
fi:tuted by all ruch perfons in the room of fire. 

LECTURE XIII. 

WE come now to the fourth general divifion or 
. this fubjea, which is, that its objeft or end is 

different. rrhe ends a \vriter or fpeaker may be raid to 
aim at, are information, demonftration, perfuafion and 
entertainment. I need fcarce tell you that there are not 
fo wholly difiinCt, but that they arc frequently intermixed, 
and that more than one of them may be in view at the 

. fame time. Perfuafion is alfo ufc:d in a fenre that includes 
them all. The intention of all fpeech, or writing, which 
is but recorded fpeech, is to perfuade, taking the word 
with latitude. Yet ·1 think you will eafily perceive that 
there are very different fOfts of compofitioo, in fome of 
which one of the above mentioned purpofcs, and in others 
a diffc:rent one, takes the lead, and gives the colour to the
whole performance. Great benefit \vill arire from keep
ing a clear view of what is the end propofed. It will pre
ferve the writer from a vitious and miftaken taRe. The 
fame thoughts, the fame pbrafeology, the fame fpirit in 
general running through a writing, is highly proper in 
one cafe, and abfurd in another. There is a beauty itl 
every kind of writing \vhen it is well done, and impro
priety or bad tane will fometimes lhow themfelves in 
pieces very inconfiderable-If it were but inditing a 
Dleffage card, penning an article in a ne\ys.paper, or 
drawing up an advertire~n-:~ ~t, Llerfon~ accuftomed to 
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each of there, will be able to keep to the common form, or 
beaten track: bpt if any thing different is to be f1\id, good 
Itnf~, I nd prppriety ~ Qr their contrarie$, wiJl fOOD' 1how 
tbemfelves. 
· The wri~Pgs which have information as their ('.bief 

purpofe, ~ Jliftory, fabJ~, epiflolary writing, the com· 
moa intercourfe of bu6nefs 0," friendfhip, and aU the 
]~~'er Ji.i~ The properties which fhould re:~~ in 
them,' are the fellowing, (I) Plainnefs. (2) Fulners, 
(3) Precifi~rl, and (4) Order. Plai:lnefs it is evident 
they ought ~ have; and indee~ not barely perfpicuity, fo 
~ to be intelligible, but an unaffeaed fimplicity, fo as not 
to feem to have aQY thing high~r in view than to he under. 
!lood. (2) '\\'hen we ray that foInefs is a property of 
writings which have ipforma~ion a~ their purpofc;, it is 
~ot meant tp re~oJllmen~ a )oPg or difFuf~ narration, but 
to intima~ !h~t npthi~g fho~ld be omitt~~ in givin~ an ac~ 
(ount of ~ny thipg, ,..hi~h is of import_n~e to its being 
truly . and cpmplet~ly ul1derflood! ~t a writer be as 
large as h~ pleafe~ in what fte fay~ if he omits ~in:um. 
fiances as effential as thore he nle~tions, arid whiclt the 
ieader ~Quld natur~lJy de~re t9 ~now ~ he is DQt fuji. 
Many ~ v~ry t{:diou~, apd yet not fuJI! The excelience 
~f a narrative is to ccntai~ as many ide~s as poflibJe~ 
pr~vic:led th~y are in~er~fting, Jnd to convey them in as 
few worns as po~ble, c~nfiil~nt1y Wi~h perfpicuity. (3) 
frecifio~ a~ a quality pf ~arration helongs ~iefJy to lan
guage. W prds fhould ~ ch9f~n that are truly expreftive 
of the ta'ling ip yiew, all0 ~n ambiguou~ as well as ruper. 
~uou~ phrafe~ carefully ~void~d.· The reader is im
patient to get to ~e ~nd Qf a qory, a~d thereft>re he . 
~u(l llot ~~ fipppe« by any thing but what you are fure 
l1e w9uld be glad to know bef~re he proceeds further. 
(4) T~e laft particular is prd~r, which j~ neceffary in a1l 
writings, but efpecially in {larrati9n. There it lies chief~ 
1y i~ ti~~ an~ place, and ~ ~!each of order in thefe re· 
fpeC\s i; 1ll0fC eafi}J .difcerne~ and more univerfallyoffen. 
1ivc: than il. any 9ther. Common hearers do not always 
~o.\y w~e~ ycm ~iolate orde~ i~ ranging th~ argument~ 
p~ ~ ~ora)' tubj~~ i b~t if you bring i~ a fiory ape 
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",pdy, or tel1it conrufedly, either in a tetter Gr a dircGU~, 
it will be inilantly perceived, and thore will laugh at you 
who could nst t~11 it a whit better themfelves. 

Imagination is not to be much ufed in writings of the 
narrative kind. Its chief ure in rueh writings is tn de. 
fcription. A man of a "'arm fancy will paint Drong1y, 
and _ mall of a fentimental tum wil) interefl the afFeB:ionl 
even by a mere r~cital of fafts. But both the one and the 
(Jtber fhould be kept in great modera~ion ~ for a warm fan
ey is often joined to credulity, and the fentimental perfon 
is give" to invention: fo that he will tum a n:al hiflory 
into half a romance. )0 hiftory a certain cool and difpaf: 
Ii on ate dignity is the leading beauty. The writer fhould 
appear to have no interefl in charaCters or events, but 
deliver them as he finds t~m. 1'he chara8er which an 
itlllftrious hiflerian acquires fr~m this felf-denial, and be
ing, as it were, fuperior to all the perfonsges, ho\\· great 
foever, of whom he treats,' has fomething awful and vene· 
:rable 1n it. ]t is diftinguifhed by this circumftance, frllm 
the applaufe given to the poet or oratGr. 

Demonftratioll is the end in view in all fcientific ,,·ri
tings, whether effays, fyRems, or controverfy. -The ex
cellencies of this kind of writing may be reduced to the 
three foHowing: Perfpicuity, crder, and firength. The 
two firft are nece[ary here as every where eIre, and -the 
compofition fhould be ftrong and nervous to produce a 
lafting conviaion; more force of language is to be ad
nlitted, at lean more generally in this kind than in the 
former; but a great "deal lefs of imaginatioll and fan(!}7 

than even there. Whenever a fcientific writer begins to 
paint and adorn, he is forgetting nimfelf and difgufling 
his reader. This will be fenfibly felt if you apply it 
to the mathematics. 'fhe mathematician is cOllverJallt 
only with fenfible ideas, anll therefore the more naked antI 
unadorned every tiling that he r.'ys is, fo lnllch tIle better. 
How \vould it look if a mathematician fllt)llld (,\.~, do '~Oll 
fee this beautiful, fm all , taper, acute anRle? It al\\·ays·ap. 
proaches to this abfurdity, when in fearching after ab
firaa: truth, writers introduce imagination and fanty. 
I am fenfwle that, bavi'Jg mentioned controverfy as be· 



JonginJ! to this clars, many m:ty ~ furprifed that I h~ye 
excludtd imagination altogether, fince commonly stU con
troycrfial writers do, to the utmoft of their ability, enliil 
imagination in the fervice of Rearon. There is nothing 
they are fo fond of as expofing the \veaknefs of tlleir ad. 
verfaries by flrokes of raillery and humor. This I did 
on purpofc that I may fiate this matter to you clearly. 
Controverfy filould mean, and very generally luch wri. 
ters pretend to mean, \veighiog the arguments on each 
{ide of a conteRed quefiion, in order to difcO'\,·er the . 
truth. \\'hat Ilrong profeffions of impartialit}, have \ve 
fometimes from the very champions of Cl party quarrel? 
while )"et it is piain tllat fearchillg after trutll is what tlley 
never think of, but maintaining, by e\"ery art, tIle caufe 
\Vllich tIley have aireacly efpoufed. 

I do not deny that there are fometilnes good reafons for 
making ure of fatire anti ridicule, in controverfies of the 
political kind, and fometimes it is neceffary in felf-defence. 
If any writer in behalf of a party, attempts to expofe his 
advt{~rfclries to public fcor11, he ought Il0t to be furprife<i 
if tIle meafure ile metes to otllers, is meafured out to hinl 

• again. 'Vnat is unlawful in the aggrdlor, becomes juftifia-
bIt, if not laudable, in the defender. Sometimes it is ne. 
ctffary to expofe tyrants or perfons in power, who do not 
feafon, but punifh, and fometimes it is necelfary to bring 
(lo\vn felf.fufficient perf OIlS, witll \\9hom there is ~o deal. 
ing till there pride is levelled a little with this difmayitlg 
\Veapotl. Dr. Bro\vn ha5 fet this matter in a very clear 
light in his Eff.lyS on the CharaCl:erifiics, where he fays, 
that ridicule is not the teft: of truth, but it may be\ very ufe .. 
ful to eXl)o{~ alld (lilgrace kno\vn falfhood. 

But \Vllen COlltrovert:,v is really an impartial fearcll after 
trIltll) it is the fartllell diflant inlaginable, either froln par .. 
fiOllate dec)al1~ation on tIle one han(), or fallie~ of wit and 
hunlor {)n tIle other. rrllere is one inftance of a controver
~v carried on between Dr. Butler amI Dr. Clark, upon the 
ful)ject of f pace anti perfol1al i(ientity, in Wllich there (lid 
not feem to be any Jdign upon either fide, but to difcover 
tIle trutil. It etllle(l in the elltire con.viClion and fatisfac
tion of one of them, which he. readily and openly ac
knO'l'.'leclgeJ: and I think in ruch an infiance there is 
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much J.!Tcatcr glo)'y to be had in yielding, th::m ,,~ conquer. 
ing. Ffhere is great honor in C311didly atknO\\)Cl:ring :1 

miflake, but not much in o~taining a viflory in fU!lport of 
truth. It is worth while jlift to mention, that this was 1:,r 
from being the cafe ill .mother controvel fy (vfnTe two, 
who wcrc a]fo ,eery ~Teat mtn, AIr. I~od~e :md ])r. Stil
lingfteet, upon innate ideas. They nut ouly fUPI,)OTt('d 
each his fentiments, with \\rarmtll "nd keCntlefs, lltlt de. 
fcended to all the malice of perfonal re))foach, and aU tIle 
littlenefs of \"erbal criticifm. 

rrhe next great end thest may be in ,-iew is perfuafion. 
rrhis being the great and general fubjeB: of oratory, has 
had mon faid upon it in ~"ery abe. That you may uo· 
tlerfiand what I Olean by diftinguifhing it from inf~im~. 
lion, demonfiration, and enterlainmellt, obfen'e, that 
perfuafton is when we would bring the ~eader or hearer to 
u determinate choice, either immediately upon the fpot" 
for a parrir ular dtdfion, as in an affembly or court of 
jufiicc:~:" in a more flow and bRing way, as in religious 
and lr.:::'Cil writings. But particularly perfuafion is un· 
derficoo to be in view, as the effeCt of a fingJe difcourfe. 
1Yhen this is the purpore, there are opportunities for "11 
the ways of fpeaking within the compafs of the oratoria! 
,1rt: Tllere are times \\,hen all ora!or mllil narrate fim}'lly 
-there are times when he mull reafon flrongly-and 
there are times when he may wound fatirica1Jy. It muft 
be remenabered, llowever, that too great 211 infllfion of 
\vit takes a\vay both from tIle digllit}, and force of an ora
tion. \\: e thaII fee lln(ler the next head that it canl10t be 
admitted in religious infiruB:ion, but when you are fpeak
ing againft an ali\1erfary tllat is prolld and conceited; or 
\\'llen }?OU \\'atlt to tnake your llearers defpife any r-CrrOll 
ur tIling, as \vell as hate them, . wit anti fatire nla}J be of 
ufe. A minUter of fiate is very often attacked in this way 
\\·ith propriety, and fuccers. I t is fometimes alio\\'t!(l to 
relieve the fpirits of the audience when they begin to 
flag. In this vie\v· Cicero recofllmends the tlrbal1itas, 
a-nd praClifes it himfelf; but at the faIne time lle illti· 
mates that it fhould be done f paringly, and with caution 
--2.£10 tanfJ!l.am sa!!' c~msperg(:II:r (,rtlth,. \ Vit, t!1cr.,;.. 
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fore, is to be abfolute1y excluded from fcientific writings, 
and very rarely to be ufed in ferious perfuafion. 

The laft end of fpeaking and writing I lhaU mention, 
is entertainment. ''fhis includes aU {uch writings as 
have the aOlufenlcllt or entertainment of the hearers or 
teaders as the only, the chiet: or at lean one great end of 
the «:ompofition. This is the cafe \\-ith all poetical com. 
pofitioos. They may pretend to write for the infiruc. 
tiOll of others, but to pleafe them and obtain their favor 
is proBably more their purpofe. At any rate they mun 
content th~mfdves with taking in both, and (ay with 
Horace, Et prCHkssc w/Ullt & delectare poetle. Sw~t. 
nefs, t~ndernefs, and elegance of fiyle, ought to charac
terize theft: forts of compofition. Here is the greatdl 
room for imagination and fancy. Here is the dominion 
of wit ancl humor. It is aTl obfervation of fome, that 
the word humor is peculiar to the Englifh language; that 
the eutrapelia in Greek; sale: f5 uriJanitos, in Latin, 
have aU the fame meaning with our general term "ll1it; 
but that !'tumor denotes a particular kind of wit confift .. 
ing chiefly of irOl~y~ But if the word is peculiar to the 
Englifll lan~uage, it is certain that the th~n~ itfc:lf is far 
tYom being peculiar to the Englifh nation. Perhaps Ho. 
mer's Batrychomachia may be faid to be the mon ancient 
example of it upon record. Lccian;s nialogues have it 
in high perfection, though it IDull be owned that it feeols 
particuhllrly to have flourifhed in modern times. Fonte. 
nelle's Dialogues of the Dead, and !soileau's Satires, are 
fanlous examples of it; but llClle ever exceeded Cervan. 
tes, the celebrated authgr of Don Q,yixotte. That piece 
is highly elltertaining to an E:nglifh reader under t\\'O 
great difadvantages. One is, its being trallflated into 
another language. Now, wit is more difficult to tranflate 
than any other fubjea of compofition. It is eafier to tranf .. 
late undiminifhed . the force of eloquence, than the poig
nancy of wit. 1'he other difad vantage is; its being writ
ten in ridicule of a charaCter that now no more exifis ; 
fo that we have not the 0pPQrtunity of tompating the 
copy with the original. 
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We muf!: alfo obferve that wit in general, and tMs fpe .. 
des of it in p:trticular, has often appeared in the higheR 
})erfeBion in Britain, both in profe and poetry; Shakef. 
pear's dramatic pieces &boun 1 with it, and Dr. Donnes' 
Satires. It is in high perfefiion in MarvePs Rehearfal 
tranfprofed; Alfop's Melius Inquirendum; but above all. 
in S,vift's \vritings, profe and verfe,. 

It is obfened fometimes, that the talent 'Df humor is 
often pofi'dfc:d in a very high de~.ree, by perfons of the 
meaneft rank. who are themfelvc& ignorant of it; in them 
it appear'S chiefly in converiation, and in a manner that 
cannot be eamy put upon paper. But as to thofe who 
think fit to try this manner from the prefs, they fhould be! 
well affured before hand, that they really po[efs the ta
l:nt. In many other particulars, a real taRe for it, and a 
high admiration of any thing, is a confiderable fign of 
fome degree of the talent itfelf; but it is far from being 
fo in wit and humour. Mr. Pope tells us that" Gentle 
dullnefs ever loves a joke;" and we fee e.ery day peo
ple aiming at wit, who produce the mon miferable and 
fhocking performances: fometimes they do- not excite 
laughter, but loathing or indignation; fometimes they do 
excit~ laughter, but it is that of contempt. 'There is a 
diftin8:ion which every one fhouJd endeavour to under .. 
Rand and remember, between a wit and a droll; the firft 
makes you laugh at what he fays, and the objetl: of his fa- . 
tire, and the fecond makes you laugh at his own expenfe, 
from his abfurdity -and meanners. 

. l 

LEe T U R E XIV. 

W E come now to the fifth general divilion of eJo.· 
quence, as its fubjeCt is different, under which we 

may confider -the three great divifions of the pulpit, the 
bar, and promifcuous affemblies; aU the general princi. 
pies of compofition are common to thefe three kinds, nor 
can any man make a truly diftinguifhed figure in anyone 
of them, without being wdl acquainted with literature and 
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taRe.' Some peculiarities in different ways of writing J 

have been already touched at, all which I fuppofe you gave 
attention to j but there are flill fome differences, as the 
(cene in which a man is to Inove in life 'is different, 
which are highly worthy of obfervation. I will therefore 
,onfider each ofthefe feparately, and try to point out the 
qualities for which it ought to be diftinguifueEl; or deline. 
ate the charaaer of an accomplifhed minifier, lawyer and 
fenator • 
.' . I begin with the pulpit. Preaching the gofpel ofChrift 
ia a truly noble etnployolent, and the care of fouls a very 
important trull. 'fhe qualitic.s of moft importance, I 
·think are as follow. 
- I. Piety __ l'fo hav.e a firm belief of that gofpel he is tall. 
edto pre~ch, at:Jd a lively fenfe of religion upon his own 
heart. Duty, interefi and utility all confpire in requiring 
this qualification; it is of the utmoft moment in itfelf, 
and what men will the lean difpenfe with, in one of that 
proremon. All men good and,bad, agree in defpifing a 
loofe or profane minitler. It difcovers a terrible degree of 
depravity of heart, and thore that begin fo, feJdom alter for 
the better. The very familiar acquaiRtance which they ac
quire with ferious thoughts and fpirituaI fubjetls, ferves to 
llarden them againfi: the arrov/s of conviCtion, and it is 
little wander that" for fuch daring wickednefs, God fhOl.tld 
le'avethem to themfelves, or fentence them to perpetual 
barre~nefs; but whilfi I thin~ it my (luty thus to warn 
you, I muft beg leave to guard it againfi abufe, left while 
we are aggravating the fin of profane minifiers, otllers 
filould think tllenlfelves at liberty, \vho have no view to 
that iacred office._ .. 'Ye.have even feen perfons decline the 
:tacred office becaufe they did not think they had true re
ligion, and then with feeming eafe and quietnefs fet them. 
felves to fome ot}ler bufinefs, as if in that there was no 
need of religion at aU. Alas! after aU that cali be raid 
of the gUilt and danger of an irreligious minUler, there is 
an "infinite danger to everyone who {hall go out of this 
life, an irreligious man. Will it not be poor confolatio{l 
think you, in the hour 6f "ficknefs or death, that thongh 
you mull perith tverJafiingly, you go to hell not as a ani-,.. . 



niner, but ~ lawyer or a . phrfician: I do truly tllink 
this has been a pillow of fecurity to many poor "~·,\)ught. 
lefs fouls, and that they have aCtually rid themfelves of 
conviction, by this miftaken comfort, as if tbere WIS 

much merit in it, that they would not.be minifters, bc:
caufe they wanted religion. Remember this then, in a 
fingle word, that there is neither profeflion nor flation, from 
the king on the throne to the beggar on the dunghill, to 
whom a concern for eternity, is not the one thing needfid 

But let me juft take notice of the great advantage of 
true religion to one deRined for the work Qf the rniniftry. 
( I.) It gives a man the knowledge that is of mon fervice to 
a minifl:er. Experimental knowledge is fuperior to all 
,other, and neceffary to the perfeCtion of every other kinde 
It is indeed the very poffeffion or daily exercife of that 
\vhich it is the bufinefs of his life, and the duty of his of. 
fice, to explain and recommend. Experimental knoWlo 
ledge is the bell fort in every branch, but it is necefTary in 
divinity, becaufe religion is what cannot be truly under. 
Hood t tinlers it is felt. . 

(2) True piety will direa a man in the choice of his 
ftudies. The objeCt of human knowledge is fo extenfive, 

. that nobody can go through the whole, but religion will 
direa: the Rudent to what may be moll profitable to him, 
and will alfo ferve to turn into its proper charln/e) all the 
knowledge he may otherwife acquire. . 

(3.) It win be a powerful motive to diligence in his 
fiudies. Nothing fo forcible as that in which eternity 
has a pa.rt. The duty to a good man is fo prefling, and 
the ohjeCl: fo important, that he w~ll fpare no pains to ob. 
tain fuccefs. 
- (4.) True religion will give unfpeakable force to what 
a mininer fays. There is a piercing and a penetrating 
heat -in that which flows from the heart, which diftinguilh .. 
IS it botll from the coldnefs of indifferenc'e, and the faltO 
fire of'enthufiafm and vain-glory" We fee that a man 
truly-pious, has often efieem, influence and fuccefs, though 
his parts Inay be much inferior tD others, who are more· 
capable, b~t lefs eonfcientious. If then, piety -~akel 
even the weaken, venerable, what muon it do wlL :-: ,,"4· 
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to the fineR natural talents, and the beft acquired endow .. 
ments? 

(5.) It adds to a minifter's infiruc\ion, the weight of his 
example. It is a trite remark, that example teaches bet. 
ter than precept. It is often a more eifeclual reprimand 
to vice, · and a more inciting argulnent to the praCtice of 
virtue, than the beft of reaf~ning. Example is more in
telligible than precept-Precepts are often involved in 
obfcurity, or warped by controverfy; but a holy life im
mediately reaches, and takes poffeffion of the heart. 

If I have lengthened out this particular beyol1d the pro
portion of the refi, I hope you will forgive it for its im
port(\oce, and obferve as the conclufion of the whole, that 
one devoted to the fervice of the gofpel, 1hould be really, 
fJisibly, and ~minently holy. 

2. Another charaCl:er which 1hould difiinguifil pulpit 
eloquence, . .,is £Implicity. Simplicity is beautiful every 
where; it is of inlportance that young perfons fi-Jould be \ 
formed to a taRe for it, and more dif pofed to exceed here 
than in the oppofite extreme, but if I am not mifiaken, 
it is more beautiful, and the tranfgreffions of it more of. 
fenfive, in the pulpit, than any where elfe. If I heard a 
)aw}'er pleading in fuch a {lyle and manner, as \\vas more 
adapted to difplay his own talents than to carry his cli. 
ent's caufe, it would coniiderably lerren him in my efieem, 
but if I heard a minifter aCting the faole part, I fhould 
not b~ fati~fied with contempt, but hOld him in detefia. 
tion. . 

There are feveral ohvious reafans why fimpIicity is 
more efpeciaI1y neceffary to a minifter than any other. 
( I) Many of his audience are poor ignorant creatures •. 
If he meall to do the.m ally fervice, he nl!lfi keep to 
what they underfiand, and that requires more fimplicity 
than perfons withQut experience can eafily imagine. It 
is remarkable that at the firft publication it was a cha. 
latter of the gofpel th&t it was preached to the poor. In 
this our bleffed mailer was ditlinguilhed both from the 
heathen philofophers and Jewifh teachers, who confined 
~heir infiruCtions in a great manller to their fchJols, anc} 
imparted what they efieemed their lllOn impo.rtant dif .. 
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courres to only a few chofen difcip1es. (1) Simplicity is 
.neceffary to preferve the fpeaker's charaCter for fincerity. 
You heard before how neceffary piety is, which is the pro
per parent of fincerity in the pulpit. Now it is not eafy 
to preferve the opinion of p!ety and fincerity in the 
pulpit, when there is much ornament. Befides the dan
ger of much affeCted pomp or foppery of ftyle., a difcourfe 
very highly polifhed, even in the trueft tatle, is apt to 
fuggeft to the audience. that a man is preaching himfelf 
and not the crofs of Chrifi. So nice a m:ttter is this in all 
public fpeaking, that fome critics (-.y, that Demoilhenes 
put on purpofe fome errors in grammar in his difcourfes. 
that the hearers might be induced to take them for the im
mediate effufiollS of the heart, \vithout art, and "~ith little 
premeditation. I (loubt much the folidity of tllis remar~ 
or the certainty of the faCt, but ho\vever it be, tllere is no 
occafion for it in the cafe of a nlinifier, becaufe prepara
tion and premeditation are expeCted from l1im, and in that 
cafe he may make his difc~tlrfes abunclantly plain and 
fimpJe without any affeeted blunders. (3) Simplicity is 
alfo neceffary 1 as fuited to the gofpel itrelt~ the fubjeCt of 
a mini!ler's difcourfes. Nothing lnore hUlnbling to the 
pride of Ulao, than the doCtrine of tIle crofs; nothi~g 
more unbecoming that doCtrine, than too much finery of 
language. 1~he apoftle Paul chofe to preach U not with 
the \vords which man's wifdom teacheth"-and again, 
"not with ·excellenc), of fpeech or wHuom," which though 
I admit that it does not condemn fiu(ly ancl fOl.lnU kno\\~ • 

. ledge, yet it certainly 1hows that the fiylc of the pulpit 
:lhould be the moll fimple and felf.denied of any other. 

3. Another qualification for a mininer, is accuracy, 
from the utmoft diligence in his important \vorl,_ I place 
this immediately after the other, to guard it againfi abufe 
byexcefs.. To avoid vain affetled ornaments is a very 
different thing from negligence in preparation. The 
very fame apofile who fpeaks with fo much contempt of 
human wifdolnt yet greatly infifis in writing to rrimothy 
and Titus~ on their giving themfelves to flu(iy, to exllor. 
tation, to doCtrine, " Meditate npon thofc thing:.," i:1}"S 
"he, &;c. 
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Study 'and accuracy indeed is neceffary, that a miniRer 
may procllre and keep up the attention of his hearers. 
1~hat he Ola}9 inform ~he judgment as wtll as convince 
the confcience. The ancient fathers have generally in. 
filled upon this, as of much IOOment. And in our own 
times I obferve that it is neceffary to avoid offending 
perfons of finer t:ttl~, who are too much attached to the 
out fide of things, and are immediately di(~lled with every 
error againfl propriety.. and are apt to reproach religion 
i tiel f, for the weakneJs or ~bfurdity of thofe who (peak in 
its behalf. l.et no 1Th1n reek to avoid that reproach, which 
may be his lot, for preaching th~ truths of the everlaft
ing gofpel, but let him 31ways avoid the juft reproach of 
handling them in a nlean, jJovc!IlI, and indecent 'man. 
ner. 

4- Another quality of a mininer's eloquence fhould 
be force and vehemence. I ha\-e in fODle fOrmer parts of 
the general fubjeCl, fhown you how and when this is to 
be moll exerted. The defign of the prefent remark is to 
let you kn'lwJ that there is no ijlCaker who has a greater 
right to exert himfeJf to the utmofl, or who may properly 
interefi his hearers more, than a rninifter of the gofpel. 
1: J fpe3ker 113S fubjefls or arguments more proper for 
prroucing this efietl. 1'0 conlider the fubjefu which a 
3'peaker from the pulpit has to hand:e, one \\·ould think 
th'a~ it Inufi be the ealiell thing imaginable to fpeak from 
them ill a powerful and interefiing manner. The eter. 
nal God-the greatnefs of his works-the univerfality of 
his Providence-his awful juftice-his irrefifiible pcwe: 
-his il1fillite lnercy-alld tIle \vifdom nf Gcxt in the myf. 
t~ry of redeeming grace-the condition of faints and fin. 
ners \\-hilt! 011 earth-ancl the fillal decifion of their eternal 
!late in the (lay of jutlgnlent. Ffhe truth is, tile fubjeCts 
are fo ,"ery great in themfc:lves, that it is not poflible to 
equal them by the manner of handling them. Probably 
for this "-ery re~fon many fall {hort. Difcouraged by the 
immenfity of the theme, they faU be!ow what they 
lnight have done on fubjeas lefs awful. This how .. 
ever fllO\VS, \\'itll \vhat 3 hoJy ambition thofe \\rho 
are employed in the fervice of Chrifl in the gofpelJ 



filoulJ endeavor tf) exert \hemf~ )ves in the ~}Ofio\l!: r3Ur~. 
Provided tll~y are themfdves in carndl, anu take truth 
and nature as t~ir gllide, they can fcarcel}Y exceed in 
zea] and ardor f"Or the glory of God, and the good of pre
cious fouls. 

5. Another excellent quality of pulpit eloquence i~, to 
be ullder the refiraint of .. iudgment and propr:ct}r. I place 
tlli$ after the former, as its countC!rparl, and Ilertffary to 
give it proper effelt.. And it may be obfc:n'ed, that ~s re· 
ligious and moral fubjeCts give the flireft and the fullen 
ft\)pe to zeal and fervor, fo they need as much as any, the 
tlria government of prudence and experience. I do not 
mean only by this to guard minillers from tbe irregular 
fervors of enthufiafm, but to gi\~e, if poffible, a de~ree of 
folidity and real truth to their infiruaioGs. They ought 
to avoid all turgid declanlation, to keep to e:tperience, anu 
take things as they really ~re. Let fome people, for ex
ampl~, fpeak of riches, and what fhall you hear fronl 
thelll ? Gold and filver, \vhat are they but fuirlirlg drofs, 
fparkling metals, a thing of no real vaiue? That in the f}"C 

of reafon and philofophy they are of 110 extenfive ufe and 
altogetller contemptible. l\nd indeed to take thillgS ill a 
certain philofophical abfiraClion, they are good for nothing. 
---l\lere gclcl or filver you call neitller eat nor \vear-
Theirvalue~yoll will fay, depends aI! upon opinion, the 
(:hangeable fancy of olen-But tbis manner of fpeaking. 
and all that is related to it, feeming to be philofophy alld 
reaJon~ is really abfurdity and 11oniel1ie. For though it 
be ~rue that gold, abliraCled from the opiraion of man!~iJ1d, 
is not a \vhit lnore val!l:\bIe tllall {lones, ilnd that if I \\'as 
in the mitlll: of a fOrt-n. furrounded \vitll \\'?il(l bcafls, a 
whole bag fllli of gold \vould (Ii) me no Jer\lice; }!et it is 
as certain that in our prefellt fit\latioll it is of lIlat real 
\'"alue as to procure al} the conveniences of life. 'l"'llt! 
way then to treat fuch fubjeCls is not to nfe theft; rhetoric:ll 
phrafes in contempt of riches, but to 1110\V frum ex peri. 
cnte that the}' art~ good or evil accor(lil1g to tIle tranl per of 
hiln that u!~s them, ariel thlt \Ve fee difcontent al\~l tlll{10-u 

verned Ih'\ffion find as eafy accefs to the anti-cL,ln.b~r of 
L~e prince as d:e (ott~'ge of the pcor. 'fhe tame th:r.g I 
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\\'ou]«.1 fay (if fame, that it is eafy t.o fay faille is no mdr~ 
but idle breath, &.c. but the great matter is to vie\v thofe 
things in a faber an(1 rational light, to give to ever)~ out. 
l\·ard Inercy its proper value, and only fho\v ho\v much 
they are counter·balanced by things of infinitely greater 
nloment. 

But what I have often obferved with moll reRret upon 
this fubjetl: is, young perfons carrying the thin~s that are 
really true anrl excellent, to a certain excefs or high pitch, 
tllat is beyond natllre, and dc.es not tentl in tIle lean to 
prOolote conviCtion, but rather hinders it. l\'ben men 
Jpeak of \'i.-tue or true sroodners~ they are apt to raife the 
defcription beyond the life in any real infiance, and when 
they fpeak of vite and its conlequences they are apt to 
draw the charaCter fo as it will apply only to a few of the 
moll: defperate profligates, an(l the miferable fiate to \"hich 
lhey reduce tl1emfelves. This rather feems to fonify the 
generality of perions, to \\,110m there defcriptions do not 
apply, in their carelefs and fecure flate. 

Once Inore I have often obfervcd young perfons fre
quently cboofe as their fubjea affliCtions, of which probably 
they have had very little experience, and fpeak in fuch a 
higll fiyle as if every good man \vere, as the heroes of nld t 

above the reacll of ever}' accident. Alld it is true that 
all emillent faint is fometimes nlade fuperior to all his fuf
terillgs; l)llt gerlerally fpeakirlg, we OUgllt to be very ten. 
(ler of fllff~rers, till \ve ourfelves have been ill tIle furnace 
of amiaion; alld after that \l'e 111all not nee"d be told fOe 
On the whole, a firiCt adherence to truth and nature, and 
tal{illg tIle \\-rorltl jull a3 it is, will be an excellellt mean 
to direct us in ever)' part of our Pllblic fer\"ice. 

6. L:tflly, a lllillifier Ollgllt to have extenfive know. 
ledge. Every thing whatever that is the ohjf!ct of hu. 
Illa!l kllO\vlellge, Illay be malle fubfervient to theology. 
l\ncl cOIluJeril1g that a mitliller is in pllblic life, and has 
to (io \vitli friell<.ls ancl enemies of all ranks, 11e ought to 
11e \vell furllifllecl \vith literature of e\"ery l{ind. At the 
f~llne tillle I \vonl(lllave this \vell un(lerilood, it is not ne
ceffar\r, anli I tllillk it is llot defirable, that a nlinifler 

J 

fhould be quite an adept in particular branches of know .. 
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)ed~e, except thofc= that :~re clordy ielated to his proper 
work. The rcafon of this is, it takes more time to be a 
perfea mafier of fome of the particular fciences, than he 
has to fpare from his duty, and therefore with a talle of 
the feveral fciellces, general kno\vledge is mefi: fuited to 
his circumftances, alld moll nece[ary to his ufefulnefs • 

• 

LEe T U R E X\T. 

I PROCEED now to the eloquence of the bar. The 
profeffion of the la\v is of great importance in the Bri

tifh dominions. There is, therefore t great room for this 
fort of eloquence. This, indeed, may be faid to be the 
country of la\\", not only on account of its lleing, a f~ 
flate, the character of which is, that not man, but the laws, 
have dominion, which is our glory, but becaufe by the 
great multiplicit}? of our flatutes it l"lecomes an important 
8tld d:fficult fcience.. For both tJlefe rea[ons there are 
great hopes propofed to perfons of ability in this depart
C".ent. They have not onl}' the reafonable profpect, if of 
tolerable abilities with diligence, to provide all honorable 
fubfiftence to themfelve$, but it is, the direCt: road to pro
motion, and the way of obtaining the higheft offices in the 
Rate. 

Here as in the former particular, we mufi confider 
every thing as 3lready faid, that belongs to the fubjetl in 
generai; and indeed by far the greateft number of vaillable 
books on the fubjeCt of eloquence baving been drawn up 
by pleaders at the bar, they mull be at leaft as much or 
perhaps more direCtly applicable to this fpedes as any 
other. I cannot help however, taking notice of a prepofter
ous practice ill this countl1', of fome \vho take their cllildrell 
frokn literature, tlefore they ha'7~ finifhed there courfe, be. 
caufe they intend to put thenl to the la\\'. This mull be 
voluntarily cl)nfining them to the very !o\vefl fort of 
practice in tllat profeffion, for if any whate\'er nand ill, 
need of literature, it mull be the lawyers. Suppofing there. 
fore all that has been raid of compofiti~n, i.nd fpeaking in 
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general, there are a few particular charatlers of mon im. 
portance in men of that clafs. 

I. Probity or real untainted integrity. There can 
be no doubt that integrity is the firft alld moll importans 
charaCter of a man, be his proftffion \\-hat it will; but t 
bi\"e mentioned it here becaufe there are many not fv 
fenfible of tIle importance of it in -the profeflion of tl1C 
Jaw, and think it is neceffary to make a good man, but 
not a good lawye:-. On the contrary, I am perfuade<l not 
only that a Inan lofes nothing in any capacit}~ by his in
tegrity, but that a lawyt:r lhould in general fiudy by probi
ty and real worth to obtain refpeCt from the public, and to 
give weight to every thing. he fays. This integrity ihould 
1110\"· itfelf in unliertakillg caufes. 1'here are Illany that 
think there is no ground of fcruple in this refreCt, and 
fometimes they are found to boan with what addrers they 
conduaed, and with what fuccers tlley carried through 
• very weak caufe. I apprehend this is truly diibonor
able, and as there are plenty of caufes in ,vhicll tIle equi. 
ty is doubtful, e\~ery one \vho ihould make it a point of 
honor not to undertake a caufe \vhich they l<.nf\V not to be 
jun, . it would give unfpeakable influence to his manage.-
ment and pleadings. 1'he fame probity fhould ap. 
-pear in the manner of conduCting caufes. No finifier 
arts, no eqllivocatioll or cOllcealment of the truth. Per
haps feme rna}' thillk tllat thofe who fhould be confcien~e 
bound ill this malloer, ",'ould give roguilh perfons an 
evident advantage over them, but it is a great mifiake. 
Let them ute bllt prudence and firnltleis joined \,tith in. 
tegrity, and they are an over match for all the villains up
on earth. The common proverh is certainly jufi, " Ho. 
" neily is the beft policy." l'he arts of chicanery can 
011)Y fucceed once or t\vice. As foon as a man gets 
the reputation of cunning, its effeB: is O\"er, for nobody 
will trufi 11im, and every body counter .. \vorks hi .\!. 

2. Another excellent quality for a lawyer is affidoity 
and method in bufinefs. This is of great advantage to 
the very bell gel1ius. I tIle rat11er infil1 upon it, that 
there prevails often a fuppo.fition that it is not the quality 
cf a great man. Becaufe there ~re fome perfons of very 



rnidJling abilities, who give great application, and are 
Jo\-ers of order, therefore fome are plC:3f~d to call thofc: 
dull plodding fellows, and think it is a mark of fire and 
1:ivacity to be irregular both in thelr bufinefs and in their 
lives. There are alfo feme feu· men of real and great 
capacity, who are negligent and even loofe in their 
pradice, who rife by the mere force of lingulat parts. 
Thefe are an unhappy example to thofe fuperficial crea· 
tures, who think by imitating them in their foUy, that 
they will Decon\c as great geniufes as they. But fuffer 
me to obierve to you, that the greateR geniufes here have 
been remarkable for the moll vigorOtlG application, and 
the greau:ft men have been and are remarkable for order 
and method in every thing they do. There is a certain 
dignity which ariks from a man's word being facred, even 
ill keeping an ;appointment, or the moll triBing circum. 
fiance; and rOle people ofbufinefs, order and punEluality 
~ives fo much eafe to themfclves, and pleafure to all who 
have to do \vith them, that it is a '~-.,'.nder th~re fhoulJ-be 
tny body that does not ftudy it. 1 ~ there any genius, 
think you, in throwing down a tL·.g fo un:.hinkingly, 

- that you do not know how to take ~' up again? The 
gre1t archbifhop of Cambray looks upon it as one of the 
nloft important things to teach young perfons, to put 
every thing in its proper place. A~ e, ery thing that ~ 
longs to furniture, drefs, books, and iG--~lements, 8luft be 
in fOAle place, they are always beft difpofed when each 
is in its own place. They w!!! ~i,,~ leaft difturbance 
there when they dre not ufed, and they will be D10fi rea. 
dily found, when they ought to be ufed. 

But when \ve come to loofe and vicious pratlices, it is 
truly enterta!!lin-g to meet with riotous diforderly fellows. 
who are pleafed to fpeak with contempt of thore who love 
form and good order, as if they thenlfel yes \vere men 
of great acutenefs. Now I almoft never knew an exam .. 
p1e of your n,ifchief-workers, but they were thick fculls. 
I have known fome, ,--ho could neither write :l jell 
nor fpeak a jeft in all their lift, but had tricks enough 
they could play, to diflurb a fober neighbourhood. I 
have thus b~en led back to the irregularities of yOU!~~ 
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from fpeak;n~ of method in bufiners, as of importance to 
lawyers. I {hall conclude the cbfervation with faying, 
that there lS no great profpeCt of a man's ever being lord 
chancellor, who fpends his time ill fcouring the flreets 
and beating the watch, \vhen he is at the inns of court. 

3. Another quality ufeful to a lawyer is addrefs, and 
delicacy in his manners and deportment in general, and 
the conducl: of his bufinefs in particular, and above all 
in pleading and public fpeaking. The addrefs and deli .. 
cacy I mean, are fuch as are acquired by the knowledge 
of human nature, and forne acquaintance with human 
life. They are ufeful I admit, for every ?!lblic fpeaker, 
but if I am not mifiaken, nluch more needful to the law. 
yer than the clergyman. rrhe clergyman proceeds upon 
things of ackno\vledged moment, a certain dignity of 
charaCter is allo\\'ed him, and expeCted from him. A 
pretended delicacy is fometimes offellfive in him. A 
certain firmnefs, not to call it boldnefs, and impartiality 
in adminifi~ring infiruClion and reproof, are ornaments 
in him. But a la\\'yer mull al\vays confider the propriety 
cf time and place-'Vhat belongs to him that fpeaks, or 
to him or them that are fpoken to, or that are fpoken of. 
There are fome fine examples of addrefs and delicacy ill 
Cicero, particularly in his oration pro Rofcio,-pro lVli .. 
lone-et de lege agraria. 

4. A fourth quality necetrary for a lawyer, is exttnfive 
kllowledge in the arts and fciences, in hill~r}' and in the 
la\vs. A perron that means to rife, or attain to rome of 
the highefi degrees of this proieffion, mull flrive to accon1. 
plifh himfelf by knowledge in the arts and fciences. His 
bufinefs is of a public kind, the caufes he may have QC

cafion to treat, are exceedingly various. Wllat adverfaries 
he may meet with he is altogether uncertain. I do not 
tnean that G la\vyer need to be an aclept in particular 
branches of ~cience, but the principles of knowledge in 
general are very neceffarYt otherwife he will frequently 
expofe himfelf. Grofs igrlorance ill the fciences will 
lay him open to blunders irl language, which he could 
not otherwife avoid. Hillory alfo is a branch of litera. 
ture that a lawyer fhould make his'favorite fiudy, as his 
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bufinefs lies in canvaffing tIle variot~~. relations of men in 
focial life, he \vill be befl able to rtalon on the meanillg 
and propriety of laws and their application, if he be 
wen acquainted with hinory, which points out the {late 
of fociety, and human affairs in every age. As to 
knowledge of tile laws, tllis is what la\\l}'ers cannot do 
without, an(1 \vhat therefore tiley do nece[arily fiudy, but 
it WOllld be mue11 to tlleir advanta~e if they woulcl add to 
the knowledge of the municipal laws of their own country, 
a knowledge of the great principles of equit}" and of natu
ral and political law, as appliecl in general. 

s. The laft quality I fhall mention as of ure to a law
yer, is quicknefs and vivacity. It is of ufe to him to have 
an acutenefs and penetration to obferve the turns of a 
caufe. To deteCt the plots and fallacy of adverfaries, as 
well as to anfwer upon the fpot, whatever may be thrown 
up. laIn fenfible that this of quicknefs is entirely a na
tural quality, and cannot be learned; but I thought it beft 
to oblerve it, becaufe it is of more tlfe to a la\vyer tJ1an to 
nlofi other men. A nlinitler is only called to fpeak \vhat 
be has deliberately prepared, and fully digefied, but a law
yer quite incapable of extemporary produCtions, would 
not do fo well. It is alfo certain, tllat wit, which is in
tolerable in the pulpit, is often not barely pardonable in a 
lawyer, but very ufeful. There is however, fuch a diffe
rence in the capacity of men, . that one may be eminent in 
one branch, and defeCl:ive in anotller. A man of cool
nefs, penetration and application is often eminent in 
chamber councils, and one of vivacity, paffion and elocu
tion, eminent in plet~ding caufes, efpecially in criminal 
courts. 

The third and lan divifwn of this c1ars, is the eloquence 
of promifcuous deliberative aifemblies. I fhall not he 
very long upon this fubject, but as it is far from being im
probable that fome here prefent may in future life have 
occafion to aCt in that f phere, a11cl to be nJembers of the 
provincial affemblies, I 1ha11 make a few remarks upon 
it to that purpofe. In large deliberative affemblies of 
the political kind, there is nearly as much (lpportunit)~ 
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for fervor and paffion, as there is to the divine. and more 
fcope for wit and humor. than to the lawyer. For though 
no matters of a merely temporal kind, are of equal mo
ment in themfel\res, \vith the thillS!S a minifier has to treat 
of, yet men's paffions are almofi as much, and in many 
cafes' more excited and interefled by them. The fate of 
nations, tIle \velfare of our COllntry, liberty or lervitllde, 
may often [eern to \vant as violent an exertion of tIle pat: 
1ionate kind of elOtll1ence, as any fubjecl: \\,hatever. 

It is worth wlliie to obferve, that ieveral \vriters, in 
fpeaking of tIle ancient and modern eloquence, ha\le taken 
it for granted, that tIle circum fiances of things are changed ; 
that the violent paffionate eloquence that prevailed ill 
Greece and Rome, \VOtl1d not do in nlodern time~. They 
,viII tell you, that in a n10dern fenate, ()T otller deliberati\.ye 
aIfembly, people come all prepared tlY l)rivate interefi, and 
\\rill vote jufi as the)' are engaged, \\lithollt regard to eitller 
eloquence or truth; but fome ,'ery able writers have de. 
livered a contrary opinion, particulady Davi(i Hume, \\rho . 
though an inficlel in cpinioll, is of great reaC!l and aCCll

racy of judgment in matters of criticifm. He has faid 
tllat lluman nature is al\Vl}?S the fame, and tllat the elo. 
quence which kindles and governs the paffions, will al. 
\\~a}Ys llave great intluellce in large affemblies, let them be 
of what nation or rank foever. I apprehend, tbat expe. 
rience, fince his writing the above, has fuHy jufiified"it by 
t\VO fignal examples ~ one in the nate, alld the other in 
the church. l\lr. Pitt, ~ow Earl of Chatham, from being 
a colonel ~f (lragQotlS, role to the highefi fiation in the 
Brit:fh Empire, merely by the pvWet of a warm and par. 
iionate eloquence; there was never any thing in his dif. 
courfes, tllat are remarkable either for firength of reafon
ing, or purity and elegance of {lyle; but a very great im. 
petuofity and fire. that carried his point in the Britifh houfe 
of commons. The otller inflance is tIle late l\lr. \Vhit .. 
fielc), \vho acquired and preferved a degree of popularity, 
to w11icll, tIle IJrefent age never faw any thing that cOtlld 
be compared; the happy ends that were promoted by 
this in providence, I omit, as a fubjeCl of a different na
ture j hut the immediate and fecond caufes that produced 



L/~,?I'Cl1':t. .. 5 .. • i) 

it '\'ere a power of elocution, and natural t&11elts for rut ,
lie fpeaking, fupericr by far to any, that t\ ~r I f.i\V pur .. 
ieffc<l l.,y allY man no eartll. 

rfo fucceed in fpelking in public deliberui\"e alfem .. 
blies, the following are the moll important qualities: (1) 
])ignity of charaCter and difinterefieclnefs. In public dc. 
liberations, it is not eafy to procure attention, unlds there 
is fome degree of cbara~er prden"cd; and inlleed, where. 
,7er there is a high opini0n of the candor ami Iincerity of 
the fpt!lker, it will give: an inconceh'aeIe weight to his 

. J"Cntinlents in debate. 
(2) l'here is a neceffity of knowledge of the moR libe. 

ral kind, that is, the knowledge of men and m~nnersJ of 
hinory, and of human nature. Pfhe moll fcccdsful fpeak .. 
ers. in fenates, are generally thole who know mankind 
l'.eft; and if a man \\'otl!d uniforml}: preferve his c)larac
ter and influence in this light, he lnufi adtliCl: 11illlf~lf to 
the fiurly of biftory,' and the exercife of refle8ion .. 

(3) To this fort of eloquence is particularly neceffary, 
a power over the paffions. 1'his is one of the moll impor
tallt charaCters of eloquellce in gener3.l; }~et it is more 
peculiarly necelfary, and more elninently powerful in pro
Jnifcuous (leliberative alfemblies than in all}' other. In 
religious difcourfes, the effeCt is expetted to be coo!, deep 
and )Jermanent. Even preachers in fingle (!i!co~rfes, 
ratller chooie lo fpeak as ,,,"riters, tllan as pleaders; a:1tl 
]a\v}'ers, except ill fonle fe\v infiances, may exr.ecl: to Ila\1te 
their afft:rtions taken to pieces, canvalfeu and tried one 
after atlother; but in meetings of tIle political kitl(l, tIle 
decifion is to be by a vote, before the ditfolution of the ar:. 
1~mbly, and cannot be altered afterwards though the ma .. 
jori~y fuould change their ientiments. In thefe ;iDem. 
blies therefore, to be fure, a power over the pdfiions mull 
be of tIle utlllOfl moment. 

I fhall conclude this particular by two fuoordinlte re· 
marks on the fame fubjett. (I) That to fuccec-J in 'peat. 
ing in fellates or largt! atTt!lllblies, there is mllcll J)t:ell 01' 

great difcernment, both to proportionate men:'~ aUemp::: 
to tlleir capacity, and to clloofe tIle I)ruper tinlC fer e:,-~· 
ertin.~ it. \.\The11 informlti{'n is JeI11:lnd~J, :\:1'· l'~ri~.:l 

~ . .,. 
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\Vbo can gi,te it. will be heard with po1tience upon it: bot 
on fubjeUs ~I high po)l~ical importance, u-ht:re there are 
Dlany eOlinent chaolpions 01) earh fide, ev~n perrons of 
Dloderate abilities ,,'o,l!d run a rilk cf being aff~ollted. 
(:1) rrhe other direaion is, that all wno intend :0 be fpeak
ers in political afreolblies, 111Ull beg~!l earl}': if they de. 
lay beginning till }·~ars flilli add matllrit}t to their judg
ment, and \,'eight to !h~ir authoi·it~·, t:1C cCl11~uence will 
be, that years will add 10 much to their cautioll and dif1i. 

<# 

dence, that they ,,-ill ne,~r he~ill at :111. 
'\-e come now to cOl~f:J:::r the fhu8ure of a llarticular 

difcourfe-the onler. proportion and mutual rd.ttion of 
the feven) parts. Orators, ~r critics on oratory very 
early learlled to anal}'"fe a (lilcourt~) and to enumerate 
the p3rts of \\'hieh it is c()mpo!e~l. Pfhey a:-e a little 
differently tlated by different authors; fome reckon fo:.tr, 
introduaion, propofition, confinnation and c!>nclafion; 
oth~rs, five, adding narl1ltlon; others, fix, &(iding refut:l. 
tion; and there are rome lliicQurfes in \\'hich YOlt nlay 
eafiJy have each of thefe dijf~rent things; but confjdering 
that \\~e nlull take this ma!ter to ~nerllly~ as to inciude 
all kiilds of comp'~fition, it ,,,"ould be I thillk as \,~ell to 
adopt the divifion in poeti~al criticirm, :uul Jay that every 
regular (lifcourf~ or compoiition of every kind, mufi have 
a begitllling, a oliddle, alld an end. E~"cry performallce, 
)10\VeVer fhort, nlufi be capailic of fonle ruch divifion, 
othenvife it is called abrur't anil irregtJlar. The reafoll 
\vhv I \yould make the divifion in tltis In:lnner is, that the . . 
begiolling is properly the il1tTOlluaion; the oliddle ill-

eludes every thing ho\\"e\per \~ar;ous, that is take!l into 
tIle body of a difcourft!; no\v the!~ ma)~ be ver}~ man}·, 
llropofition, narratio'l, explication, confirmatioll, illunra
tion and refutation; hut thde are not ali requifite in e,·ery 
difcourl'e, and are to be introduced in propofitions varia
ble and acci(lental, accordillg to tIle Ilature of e\~ery plr. 
liclilar tu~jett. 

Let us fi1eak firfi of the inlroduCtion-l'his is the more 
neceffary \ that it is of \'er}p conliderab!c importance, efpe
cially to all orator; it is alio lliilicuJt, at leaft fpeakers 
have generaHy f.liel fOe \,,"c find it faid in fome of the 
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books or oratory, that th~ introdutlion thOll~h firn pro .. 
nounced, ought to be laft compofed-that it comes to be 
confiJe~ after the difcourfc: is finifhcd; bllt this (Ioes 
not appear to me to be either natural or Iletefiary, except 
in a qualified ienfe; the introduflion is commonly fettted 
after the: fubjefi is pitched upon, the diftribution planne(' 
and di~iled, and fuch refteaion upon the whole as prt · 
cedes \~riting. 

The ends in an introdu8ion, are raid by Cicero to h 
there, RedJere auditorem attentum, bene\lolum et doc 
Jem; to make the reader attclltive to the difcoutfe, favo 
able to the: fpeake:r, and wUling to receive inftrutlion upo 
the fubjc:a.. Thefe: different views may not only be alter
ed in their orde:r., at the judgment of the orator) but any of 
them may be left out when it is unnece[ary; if, for ex
ample, I ha~ no reafon to fufpeCt difaffeftion in any of 
my hearers, long apologies, efpedal1y if any way perfo
nal, are rather diJgufiing. 

The \Vays of procuring eith~r attention, a favor, 01' 

making tr..e hearers teachable, are fo various, L'tat the: 
can neither be enumerated nor claffed. In this, the orato ' 
muft exercife his invention, jud~ment and good tafie. 
The moll ufual manner of intr<KiuBion, is a commo 
place upon the importance of the fubjeCt; the introdw . 
tions drawn from the circumfiances of time, place aT 
~rfon, are generally the mon ftriking; fllDletimes a 
untafual ftroke is happy in an introduaion. as alfo 
weighty refteaion or bold fentiment on the fubjeCl: itfel . 
A funeral fermon was happily beRun by Mr. Baxter, h 
this manner; "Death is the octilfion of our prefent meet 
" iog, and death fhall be the fuhjeB: of the following dil. 
" courfe; I am to fpeak of that which fhaU fhortJy filen~ 
" me, and you are to hear of that which fhall fpeedUy 
" flop your ears.'; Dr. Evans begins a fcrmon on 
F.cc]ef. xii. 10. "Rejoice 0 young man," !te. by telling 
a fiory of a foJdier whofe life was faved by a bible in his 
pocket, and his converfion produced by the accident; the 
.bIe raved him from being fhot through with a bullet, and 
when he examined, it had jun pierced the lean-s throu~bt 
till it fioi>ped at that palfage, which no doubt he read 
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with particular emotions. A difcourfe of a !a\\·yer in a 
law.fuit. is generally bell begun by a narrative of the oc· 
cafton. of the quarrel. and the introducing of any common· 
place topics would be reckoned dfeCtation. A clergy
man may often have an introduction to his fubjeU with 
advantage, and Inay alfo often begin, by a concife view 
of the coptext, or the occafion of the \yords he has cllofen 
to difcourfe U pOll. 

Perhaps what will be of mon nfe here, will be to point 
out (everal ways by which an intr~uchon may be fault), ; 
of there I 1hall mention the following. 

I. An introdutlion may be faulty, by being too pom
pous and extravagant. This is one of the moft common 
faults in the prefaces or introduCl:ions to books. "{hen an 
author is to write upon any fubjetl, he thinks it neceffa
ry to fhow, not only that his fubjeCt it) worth the handling~ 
but that it is better- than all other fubjeCts. Weak and 
pedanti: writers are often guilty of this to a degree that is 
ridiculous. A treatife on aritlimetic, fometimes is intro
duced by a pompous proof that the knowledge of numbers 
is either fuperior to, or the bans of all other klio\\-ledge ; 
the fame thillg is done with granlmar; alld tllere is often 
a general trutll or plaufibility from "lilicn the ridic'Jle to 
which they expofe themfelves, takes its rife; for to be Cure, 
llu,mber is every where; every thing that ever \\1"as or can 
be, mull be either one or more. As to grammar, all good 
fenfe mull certainly be grammar j yet there are fometimes 
~rfons who would be thought to u~derfiand both thefe fub
Jects very well, who could not fpeak five fentences, or 
write a letter without beillg defervedly laughed at. 
. 2. An inttoduCtion may be faulty,_ by being J!eneral. 
We fee often reflt:Ctions in the introduCtion to a diicourfe, 
that would be jun as proper for one fubj~a:, as for another. 
Such fentiments may be laid to go before, but they can· 
riot be faid to introduce their fubjea. Sometimes you 
will hear the jntrorluClion almoft out, before you can con .. 
je8ure what is to be the fubjet1 and fome are 10 unhap-
py in the choice of introduclory fentiments, t11at you 
would think thc:y intend fomething that is very difterc:nt 
from what really appears in the piece itfelf. 
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3. It is a fault in an introdu8ion, to be 61!ed \\'itb re
marks quite belt~n and h:1ckneycd, if I may fpeak fo. 
·Thefe may bave been very &ood remarks or f~ntiments 
when firft conceived and uttered; but by perpetual repe
tition have loft their force, and from the ur}- commonn~rs 
appe.r llleln ~nd d~fpicable. They are many of them 
founded upon f3yings in the daffic authors, and in the 
paft age were common!y produced ~~ quot~tions, with 
their p3r&phnfe, fnch as " orone tulit punfium qui mif
cuit utile dulci. n u Ingt'.ltum fi di~cris, omnia dixeris." 

4. An introduaion may be force(l and unnatural; L'lat 
is to fay, fnch remarks may be trladc: a~ it requires a great 
lkai of paills tt' fhow any relation between them and the 
fubjeCt to be hUted. 

5. It ma.y be fanciful or whimfical. ThtTe was an 
age when thefe fort of introdutlions were to the t-tlle of 
the public. 1nis fancy or whim, or as I may call it, 
a finical \\'31 of entering upen a fubjo..'l publicly, may 
be beft illuflrated bv an example. An author of the lall: 
age begir..s a difcourfe upon cb. viii, of the Epillie to the 
Romans, v. ~8, to this purpofe: The Scripturc:s may 
be can(i(lered as a large and rich g~rden.--The Nt!w Tef
tament is the moll valu3b1e divifion of that garden-The 
EpifUe to the Romans is the richdl compartment of that 
divifioD; the 8th chap. is the moll delightf'" border of that 
compartment, and the 28th vtrfe the fined Hower of that 
border. 

6. An intt'Odutlion may be faulty by being tedious. 
An introduClion is ddigned to whc:t the auent.(,;n, ~nd 
excite impatience for what is to follow_ But ~)hen it is 
very long, it not only difguils by the difappointment, but 
\'\Fafles th:lt attention which fhould be prelerved in full vi
gor, or raifes a high cxpeaation, which is probably for 
that reafon difappointed. 

Lis .. 0 the middle or body of a difcourf~, the chief thin~ 
to be attended to ill this place is~ to mak~ }·ou fenfible of 
",hat it confifls. ~l~he former diicollrfes ha\?e all been ir •• 
tende{l to teach you the Ylay of conl pofit ion, both as to ma
terials and firnCture; yet as to the method of condutling " 
particular difcourfc!. 1 would make the three following re
mark:;: (I .) Be carer ul of the order of the fever-ell parti .. 
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culars mentioned. You may not fee it proper to intro. 
duce all in the compafs of a fingle difcourfe, but fo far as 
'hey are introduced, they fhouid be in the following or. 
der : Propofition, narration. il1ufiration, confirmation, 
refutation. You will fpeedily perceive this to be the or. 
der of nature, to lay aOlVn tIle method, narrate the faCls, 
lllufirate them by \\·hatever '11ay have that effeCt, adduce 
the prfJOfs, refolve objeBions. A perron of a clear head 
will range his fentimellts in thi.:: nrder-yet there are Come 
exceptions to be atllnitted. Sometimes it is ufeful in a 
t:aufe to refc:rve a part of the nory itfelf, to apply or iUur. 
trate an argument-and in fome few infiances it is beft to 
Jlnfwer objc:tl:ions, or remove prejudices, before you ad. 
duce your proofs. 

(2.) It is a moft ufeful direCtion to the greaten part of 
writers and fpeakers, to guard againft introducing every 
thing that they might fay, or being fo formal that they will 
fay fomething in the way of form in everyone of thelt di. 
'\lifioos. ·"his analyfas of a difcourfe is good for making 
the judgment clear; but if it be applied merely to make 
the invention copious, it will probably produce an unne· 
ceffary load. Some peopl~ will needs anfwer objeCtii>ns 
Otl all}· fubj~a, and frequently teach their hearers to make 
obj~·aiQllS which they ne\'er would have thought of. 

(3') Learn to keep clofe to a fubjeCt, and bring in no
tbing b"t what is truly of force, to the point to be proved. 
I the rather mention this as a rule for tIle middle or body ot' 
a difcourfe, ~caufe the m~n are there apt to tranfgrefs it. 
III the illtroJu8ioll and the c.:Qnclufion, eve1}? one but tllofe 
WllO are perf~tlJy fiupiu, keep their fubjeCt direCtly in 
their e)?f!; where~s ill the body, when they are entered 
upon argull,cnt and amplification, they are apt to be led 
~flra~', Clild either to fall illta \\'hat 1T1ay be called abfolute 
digrdlions, or ~t leaft to lengthen fome parts more than 
tru,-" propo~tio.n requires. 

As to ~he COllclufton or peraration, to this may be ap
plied r~trtic~! !rly f\ll that was faid upon pathos, or raifing 
ihe paffiolls, to which I add the following 1hort obferva· 
tions: 

( 1.) 1-'111.' ~onclufiQn fhould be by far the warmefi and 
mQL\ aru~~tc:d part of the difco\ll'fe. It is not, 1 think, 



defircable to atteMpt to nife the paflions or an audience 
high, till towanls the clofe of a difcourfe, becaufe, if it be 
begun fooner, there is an evident hazard of not being 
able to preferve them in the fame pitch till the eAd. 

(2.) The conclufion fhould conea into one point of 
view, by fome wen chofen expreOions, the force of what 
has gone before, and the greateR fkill in the fpeaker is 
fhown by concentrating the whole in this manner. Be
fore the illuftration it could not be raid Co briefty; but by 
the help of what went before, it may be recalled to me
mory in lefs room. 

(3-) Towards the conclufion the {entences fhould be 
ftudied, the tone of voice higher, and the pronunciation 
more rapid than towards the beginning. 

(4.) LaRly, great care fhould be t1ken in moral die. 
courfes to have no far-fetched inferences. 

, . 
LECTURE XVI. 

I AM now to conclude the difcourfes upon this fubje£l: 
by an inquiry into the gen~ra1 principles of. taRe and 

criticifm. In the former difcourfes we have kept cloCe 
to the arts of writing and fpeaking, and have attempted 
to defcribe the various kinds of compofition, their cha. 
raaers, difiin8ions, beauties, blemillies, the Dleans of 
attaining fkill in them, and the ufes to which they fhould 
be applied. But is it not proper to confider the alliance. 
if there be any ruch, between this and other arts? This 
will ferve greatly to improve and perfea our judgment 
and tafie. It was very early obferved, that there was a 
relation between the different arts, and fome common 
principles that determine their excellence. Cicero men
tions this in the introdlJaion of his oration for Archias 
. the poet. Etenim omnes artes qllre ad humanitatem per. 
tinent, habent quoddam commune vinculum, et quali cog
natione quadam inter fe continentur. 
. There arts, which Cicero fays, Ad humanitatem per
tinent~ are called by the moderns the fine arts. This is 
to difiinguifh th~m from thofe commonly called the rne· 
chanic. arts, making the uteJlfils and conveniences of com· 
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mon life. And yet even there may be included, as taUe 
and elegance, or tile \-/ant of it may plail'}}' be difcerned 
in e\lery produ8io'l of human firm. However, thofe 
called the fine arts are the foHowing: Poetry .. oratory, 
mufic, painting, fcuJpt'lre, architeClure. It muft be al. 
)o\\·ed that, though thele arts have fome comnlon princi. 
pIes of excellence, there are fome perions who have a 
tlrong inclination after, anu ever! a capacity oj perform. 
ing in fome of them, and not in others. There are good 
orators ,vho are no muficians, or perhaps who have very 
little tane for tIle beauties of architeCture. Yet commonly 
complete critics, and thore \vho have a well forlned taile, 
arc able to perceive the beauty of the whole, and the rela. 
tion of one to another. It is remarkable tllat the eXI)ref;.. 
lions in com pofition are frequently borrowed from ·one art 
and applied to another. \Ve fay it fmooth, polifhcd fiyl~ 
as \vell as a poliflled furface; and we fay a building is f\veet 
or elegant, as well as an oration. We fay the notes in 
mufic are l"lolll alld fwelling, or warm and animated. 

One of our moderll authors on eloquence, has 
thought fit to take exception at the nfe of the word 
taste, 'as being of late. inventl1n, and as implying 
nothing but \vhat is carried in ju(lgment and genius. 
l3ut I apprehend that the application of it, though it 
fuoultl be admitted to be modern, is perfeCtly jun. It 
came to us from the French. The bon gout among them 
was applied firfi to claffie elegance, and from thence to 
all the otller arts. And as a fenfe of the beauty of the 
arts is certainly a thing often diftinCt from judgment, as 
well as from erudition; the term teems not only to be al
lo\\'al11e, but well chofen. 'Ve find perfons who can 
reafol1 very firongly upon many fubjeCls, who yet are in
capable of elegance in compofition, and indeed of receiv
ing much delight from the other fine arts. Nay, we find 
perfons of uncommon acutenefs in mathematics and naa 
tural philoLophy, who yet are incapable of attaining tc a 
.nne tafie. 

It llas hee:l fo'metimes raid, that tan~ i~ arbitrary ....... 
Some will have it, that there is no ruch thing as a fiand. 
ard of tafte, or any metllod of inlproviIlg it. It is a kind 
pf cprnmpn proverb with many, that there is no difputing 



ElfNJuetlce. 

about lafle. Tllat it is of this intelJeft:llll 3S of natural 
tafie, according as the palate or organs are difierently 
formed, what gives an agreeable relifh to one, gin:s a dif. 
agreeable one to another. They fay that the modes of 
tatle are temporary and variable-that different nations, 
climates, go\'ernments, and ages, have different ways of 
{peaking and writing, and a different turn in all the arts 
-tbat chance or particular perfons will be able to give a 
turn to tIle mode in all there. E\-en fo great a man as 
Dr. ",... arburton has embrace~ this fentilnent, and to tllofe 
\\'ho attack the Scriptures as not being a complete model 
of eloquence he anfwers there is no fixed flandaru of eJo
quence. That eloquence is one thing in Arabia, another 
in Greece, and another in England, for tIllS reafon he COI1-

demns thofe who after the exalnple of :Nlr. Blackwal1 in 
his facred c1affics, vindicates the Scriptures from objeClions 
of this kind, or produce inftances of their fublimity and 
beauty. But though I have fho\yn you in fome of the 
former difcourfes, that the !lyle and manner in vogue will 
receive fome tincture, atle} be liable to fome variation, 
from all the particulars mentioned, yet there is certainly a 
real beauty or deformity in nature, indepe~dent of tllefe 
partial changes, whic~, when properly exp]ained and ex
amples of it exhibited, will obtain more univerfal appro. 
b3tion, and retain it longer than the others. The poetry 
and oratory of the ;lncients and their painting and fiatuary, 
art! infiances and proofs of this. It may alfo appear from 
what I mentioned to you formerly, that thofe compoiitions 
which have moll fimplicity and fuch excellencies as are' 
roofi: folid, with feweft of the cafual ornaments of falhion, 
and the peculiarities of their own age will pleafe, when 
their contemporaries are 10ft in oblivion. The fame 
thing holds with pieces of furniture that are elegant but 
plain. Such have the beauties of nature, which belong 
to every age. But to fuo\V this more fully, even the re· 
marks upon natural tafie are not true in fuch a fenre as to 
,veaken what has been fai(l. For though it is certain that 
perfons uied to the coarfeft kind of food which they have 
often eaten with relifh, may fhow at lira an averfion to 
the delicacies of cookery, yet after a perron has heen a lit. 
tIe accufiomed to that kind of preparation of viCtuals in 



which regard is had to the mixtures that are moR pro. 
per to gratify the palate, he will not eafily return to his flo. 
venly provifion. But though there wert! lefs in this re. 
mark, it feerns plain that there is a taRe in the fine arts, 
and a real foundation for it in nature. 

But fuppofing that there is a foundation in nature for 
taile and criticifm, there is another quefiion that arifest 

viz. Can we tell what it is? Can we reach the original 
principles which govern this mat!er? Can we fay not only 
that fuch and ruch things pleafe us, but why they do fo ? 
Can we go any further than we have already done, as to 
compofition? Some have refufed that we can with cer
tainty reacn the fource of this fubjea. When the caure 
is a1ked, why one perfon, one thing, or one compotition is 
more exce]lent than aovther, they fay it is an immediate 
and fimple perception, a je ne fcais quoi, as the French 
fay, which phrafe feerns to have taken its rife from the 
circumfiance which often occurs, that in a houfe, a gar. 
den, a fiatue or painting, or even in a perfon's counte. 
nallce and carriage, you perceive fomething agreeable 
upon the whole, and yet cannot fuddenly tell wherein it 
lies, the parts are not better proportioned perhaps, nor 
the features better formed than in another, and vet there 

• 
is fomething in the compofition of the whole that gives 
the mon exquifite delight. 

Others however, and the far greaten nUlllber, ha\ge 
thought it proper to go a great deal furthef'~ and to in. 
quire into human nature, its llerceptions al'ld powers, 
Qnd endeavor to trace out the principles of tane, which 
apply in general to all the nne arts, l)r in greater or lefs 
proportion to each of them, for fome apply more to one 
than to others. As for example, if the fenre of harmony 
is an original perception, it applies chiefly to rnufic, and . 
remotely to the pronunciation of an oratot', and nill 
more remotely to the compofition of an orator. There 
powers or perceptions in human nature have been gene
rally called the powers of imagination. Mr. Hutchinfon 
calls them reflex fenfes, finer internal .feniations; and 
l1pon exanlinatioll we filall find that befides the internal 
ientes, there are certain finer perceptions, which we are 
tapable of, which may ~~ raid to take their rife from out,,: 
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'.rard objeCts, anJ to furpofe the e~temal ftnf3tioo, but 
yet to be additions to, ant! truly dillinl\ from it. _-\s for 
~xample, I r~e a beautiful perfon. )Jy e,'e : mmediJtdy 
perceives colour, :tnJ Dupe varioufiy difpcfctl; but I have 
furtller a ft:nfe of lkaut\' in the \,aho'c:. I heIr the tOllnd 

.# 

of muficai illfiruments; nlV ear rcc~i~;~s the I toile : e\"'CfY 
bod v 's ear who is not deal: does the fame. If I have a 

oJ 

renie of harmOll}1t I take a ple.tfure ill the co npo5tion of 
the t-ouncls. erhe way to exanline the principlc:s of taRe 
is to COllfi,)er \\-hicil of there perceptions are !imple, inl. 
mc(iiate, al1d original; \"ilich of th~nl are dep!ll(iant upon 
9tners, anti ho\\~ theJ~ lila}'" be conlbilleci and clmpoundcd, 
and afford llc:ligl1t by f~lC!t compofition. . 

This is an extr!llfi,·e ful)i~a, a~l(1 it is d:ffi,'ll)t to treat 
--it concift:ly, and )"et plain!y; anti indeed after all the 

pains I can take, there will be reafon te appr~hend fome 
ohfcurity will rem3.1n to perfons not ufed to f~~h kind of 
difquifitions. The way I filall takft is to fi~te te yell cri
tically or hiflorically the way in \vhich this matter h.th 
been treated by fome of the mon ce!~bratc-J writers. ~rhe 
SpeCtator, written by Mr. Addiioo, on the p)eafures or 
the imaginaticn, reduces the fources of delight or appro
bation to three great c)aff~s, nOVell}· ~ greatnrfs~ and be3U

ty. He fays, that ruch is our defire .. fter nQvelty .. that 
illl things that \vere before unknown, are from tt~is cir~ 
~llnlfiallce recolnmended to us, and that \ve rec~iYe a de .. 
li~ht in the di(covery and contemphtion of \\"h~t we ne. 
v~r faw before, except fuch objeas as are painful to the or .. 
gans of fight.. That children run from one play thing £0 

another, not becaufe it is better, llut new; that it is the 
fame cafe with men, and that authors in particular are at 
great pains to have fomething new and flriking in their 
manner, which is the more difficult to be attained that 
they mull make lIfe of kno\\:n word~" ap.d that their ideas 
too mull: be ruch as are eafily intelligib~e. Theie is f(lme.a 
thing here that ,\'QuIll require a goo:l de,,! of explication. 
I do not think that any objca is, properly fpeaking, pain
ful to the organs of fight~ except too much light; but we 
do not confider this as a fault in the objea, b:lt feel it as 
a \veaknefs in ourfc:lves. And further, if tt'lerc be iuoh il ,r or~. III. 4 E 
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thing:$ ~lUty, one \\"oulJ :h~nk til.: ift-'(;l\::} t"e ~frc~;. 
hIe it mull have a C~:1tran·, \\"hi~h is u~!:nef~, an,) thtl: . - ,. 

muflile dir~~ree.ll))c!. .:\s to (!fe3tr.r:s, th~s ~.as h::!:l =t!-
\.. '-

way! confltl~~1 3S a ft1urce ofs(lnlir:~icn. 11~e n~~:l i:;· .. 
cient critics ~!erv~~ t:lat \\'e (Il) ntlt il:nlire a ril\.~1 ri\'~:-
I~t, but the i).~nutlf:) t;~e ~il~, the ccean. IP1':,;5 I ,,'i:: 
af,~","arJs conli,lcr. i\S:il ~3\:t\·, it o..-s. ~en cOllfi,!~r~~~ . 
as of ~l ot!ler t~;llgS motl illcol1cei,"a~i~, a,.J t:.~rcfore 
D13de a fir:l an,! imlneUi;at~ perct'ptiO!l. 

Ot~CI'$ hav~ !~k~n be~lU!y and ~f;l':C ;.lS the gentr~! ~erms. 
intlullin~ e¥ery tll:ll~ tll.ll pl~al~s us. IPfhtls \\'e f~y ~\ 
a l'~al.tif\Jll)oenl~ flatlle, )Ctlltl!c~re. "r~li' ;il~o \~"e :~~' ;1 

ru!~. ;.ne ail\.ll~autiful rcl\ti'J:~nt, Tnt.s the~ ha,·e t.~tJl 
• 

ill :~~:Jer it no\·~lt}· antI J.!!~atne!s, al1(1 c\~tr~~ ctht"r f:~r((a-
bl~ qll~!it}1t_ 1\I.11Y elnill.!ot cr;llfS ba\'e 3~lt d in t!lis 
nlann~!\ plrticuldTJ}- t:~e 3n~it"ll·S. 1 .. (\'1~il1\~Sl on l:le Sl.t:. 
liln~, illtroJuc~s fcv~ral tilill\'S ~\'I~~!:h de nt·t ~lon~ to it ~ 

(:) u · 
as \.lillill~uiit,ctl fronl \le~uty. 1'akill~ beauty as tIle ge. 
n~r:!.l ol .. j~a of ap:lrooltlol1 cr rour~e oftleiirilt, al~\l .~S :r· 
l)li\:ab~~ to :t!! t he I! ll~ ar:s, it h;lS l~,'~n ,·ariot,fl}~ drl':l!~ l'itl. 

A French \\'r;:er, (:rouf~~, ·l'l"it~ Ul. Be:lU, atll~\ !~~ .. 
..... "" -" - .., \--. .. L~.:~~)t~ .. un\.ier t,.e i\'~'~()\Yill~ prioc!I'ltS: ftrict~'~ unit~·\ 

r~~\!!arlt}~, onler, pro~rtioll. '·~ril·!~' is tht~ fillt. -l'ili; 
f~t ~~15 to be n:1~1't!,1 to, or perh3ps tIl [Ollie re!Pt~ls !l.~~ 
fan1e \\,!th no\-~it~~, ,,·hie:l \'~as lorll:(rl}· n1en~i('ntcl. J\ 
is certain that:l ut~ll unir(\rmi~y cannot proouce t'c3.11ty 
in any fort of performance, prem, or.ll:oll, tiatlAe) p~c
lure, bllildill~, U'lit}, is, as it ~"ere) tIle bound an (1 rea 
flnillt of vant:l\1t. rI11i!l;S Ollifi be ccnne~t-d as \\~el) a:i 

• 4t_ 

\-aricus, an~! if the,· ar~ net C011!le8c:ll, tJ!e ,'3riet\' is no-
• J 

thing hl!t cOnftlfioll. R~:!ularit}- is !h~ filnil~r!!)~ of the 
correfponllellt par:s; order is the e:--(\· ~datio!l frC"l QllC 

to anQther, a!:u I)ropcniort is tIle fuit~blenefs of taCil r3r~ 
to the \\·hole, an(\ to e\aer~' oth~r p.lrt. I tllillk it C:t11110t 

be denirtl, t:lat :ill thele Il:lVe the~r il!fluenc: ill rrc~l!!c:ll'; . .. .. oeaul),t. 
One of ti:e mo!l ce1ebrat~d p:eces tl ron this fuhJl a is 

the famo:\~ painter Ho~trth's Ana!yfis of Beauty. II\! 
firO produced his ~\~11C:ln in a fort (\1' enigtlla, drJ\\"ing one 
Cllrtred li{le, \\·ith tIle title of tIle lille of bealitv, an(l allO· .-
tller with a double wal"e, whidl he caU(\lthe line of &Tacc. 



JI~ :l~ler\\·.lfJ~ paa:'Ole,! !li~ Anatyfis of Be3U~y, w!1ich he 
reC~~\·.:~ ia:o t!!! fo!i\) .. \-in~ prin~iplt:s: Fitnefs, "ariety, 
'..I:l~:Jr.nit}·~ fi;nplicity, in~ric~lcy an .. :) quantity. The firJl 
p;in:i_)~.: is f::.ld~, ~nd~r wn:ch h! fhows that we always 
t'~:l~:;:; \\! of 1 thiil~ a~ i.,t~ll~e:l for fonle ur~, and ther!
::.,:-! t!ler: m,lfi h: a cQrrefp~:ldellce or fuitab!elle!s to tIle 
l{~~ i.l-:h:nv;f.: woate\-er be its appearance, we rejeCt it as 
Il~t b: lutiflll. II ~ il,nlnctS in fcliiors, \.;ho \\·hen~ver there 
is ~ rn~il t:lat f.iis w~IJ, th~)' call her a beaut}·. The fame 
t:1iilg \vill appl}· p!rtecl!y to all kinds of writing: for 
\\':l~:e\'er fia ... ~ J~n:im~nt~ loll n()bl~ exprdlion be in any 
c\)~np~~~=o:l, if t:~e)· are IO~ fllitetl to the fc:afon and rub
j\!~l, \,~ [ay \\~ith IIor-lc:. Se:i Il:Jt1C 110n erlt his locus. 

eo • 

\-.lri~ty an~1 uniformity mu!l be co:np~uI1l1e(1 to~ether, 
~:lJ a~ h! hlS ffild~ no Ine'.ltion of orJ~r and proportion, 
i! is t~ i)! f:JpP:lled tllat by variet)· Ile Ineallt thlt \vhich 
Ch,':l.~~S in a gndl131 and inft:lllible manner; for \·ariety 
,\·ith~~lt orJ~r is undiliingllifhable, and a Ileap of confufion. 
S.-uiidty m!ans tint \Vhi~h is ea(v, anJ which the eye 
tr,lvc:is over allJ ~xltnines \\rithpllt difficult}~; and illtrica
c)" is that whieh reqllires Come exercife and attention to 
fo~lo\v it; th=l~ t\VO murllilllit one atlother. In repre
f~ll~i:1J b!1uty as a vifitllt! 0riure, Jle obferves, that a 
iir..lig)t lill~ has tIle ;eaft beauty; that \vhicll J13S a W:i\"e 

or eaty (l:clin:l!ioll one \V 1y begins to b~ beautiful j ~hat 
\\·=l!C;l i13S a (louble \vave ilas nill greater grace. T:le 
t!'u:h is't if thel~ t\\~O tilillgS (10 not (lcftroy the one tIle 
o~~=r, fi:llplicity al11 intricacy inlprove all(l llCdUtify one 
~~o:!l:r. l\lr. If~zartll o~fer\'es, t:lat rillglt~S of llair 
\\'''l\·i:l~ in t!le \Villd have been an cxprelIiun of grace ,and 
e!t!J:l!lCe in every age, natiun and lallJuage; \\-Ilicll is jufi 
a cOlltrallcll ftltave, firfl, t:lat of tIle curls, an(l tl1is a~ain 

'--

ren~iert!d a lit\l~ Clore illtricate lly tIle .nvtio,l of the breeze. 
If O~le "fu!l:~l :lave a view of tllis pritlciple as (;xhi!)ite(l in 
.\ firlgle killl:I, let Ili!u look at tIle f)ouriflles \vith \Vllicll tIle 
nl.lac!rs of the pen adorn their pieces, and he will f~e that 
if t'le~· ar~ eal)" arid gra(Jllal if: tlleir flexiolls, and jufi as 
jntri~ate as ttle eJ~e ~al1 ful!o\v \\-ithollt COllfufioll, an}' thing 
1~1~ t~lan tllat is Jels l~llltifuJ, anti any t!lillg more (le
flro}'5 t~le 11eaut}· b}~ (:;:orl!fr. I n)i~!lt fllO~V ~ .. ou i~o\v thi; 
.'.":'1"'-1,,1 0 a')pl·l·~S to ~111 l"~ ~rt~ l"U t 1l1all onl,,· I·'·'lntl·cn 1·', .' ~ , • t ~. , .. '- "', • , ~ ,... l..) a v '" 11 •• J II \00 
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comp,fition, where the fimpJicily mufi be combined with 
rt:finement, al1l1 \vhen the combil1ation is jun, there refults 
the moll perrea ele~ance. l\-fr. Hogarth adlls quantity; 
that a thing having the other qualiti .. ~s, pleafes in proportion 
as it is great; as \\'e fay, a magni fiCe!lt bl!i1(lillg, \\~here 
tbe proportions are truly obferved. but e\'ery part is large. 

I have only to oblerve, th~t 1\lr. Hogarth has very wen 
tUuHrltt'd the principles of beauty, but at the lame time 
he teems to have introdllced t"'"o, \\'"Ilich belong to other 
fources of delight, viz. fitnefs and quant~ty, as will be 
1)10\\"n after¥.rards. 

It is to be obler\'ed, that in the ent.1meration of , the prin
ciples of beauty, there are:: to be round in fome authors 
~llings not only different but OPI)ofite. A Frenell author, 
not many years ago, to the principles mentioned by others, 
adds firength\ which he illuflratc r in this manner.. lIe 
confitlers it as a principle of grace and beallty in motion, 
and fays that every thing that we do with great difficu1ty, 
and that feenls to require our utmofl t:Ho~t. is feen \\~ith -
uneafillefs, and Ilot \\'ith pleafure. For this rearoD he fays 
tile Illotions of } -ourlg people in general are more graceful 
tllall thofe or 91(1, aIld agreeabl}~ to this ,v~e join the wortl 
~ase to gractfulllefs as expllcat0l]'-a graceful, ear}, car
riage. \Vith this explication it feems abundantly proper 
to admit the remark. On the other hallll, there are fome 
who have made comparative weaknefs a principle of beau
ty, and fay that the more light and {lender any thing is; 
unlefs it be remarkably weak, it is tile nlore beautiflll, and 
that things remarkably firong rather be lOIlg to atlother 
clafs. Thus we fay, a fine, teJlder, deiica!e fhape-:llld 
01") the contrary \ve fay. a firong, coarfe, robufi rnakt!--
Ii firong, courie, mafcu];ne woman. Perhaps we may 
reconcile:: thefe t\\-O, and fay they are both principles. be
caufe there flloulcl be jllfl as much of each as is fuitable to 
the thing in qlltfl-Oll, tllat a perrOI} nla}' llave either too 
ilrollg or too weak a fraine, for beillg efieen1ed beautiful 
~tllat a piilar or dome may be too delicate to be durable, 
or too ilroIlg anci bulky to be elegat1t. 

Agaill; nlall}' \\,i"iters as }~OU ha\1e teen, make greatnefs 
a prine 1 pIe of bt:al,ty; yet tllere are otIlers who nlake litW' 
tlt;u<:{s one of the cOllllituents of beauty. 1~hole who do 



(0, teU US that lill/~ is a term of enc.ic3rment. in enry 
nation and l.luguage yd known; th~t it is the language 
of the vul)!ar, &lld therefore the undc6~n~d cxprcflion ol' 
nature. They inllance the diminutive 3ppdlations which 
are always uletl in lonllling-filiolus.. 6iiola, h:n'l! more 
aff~aion, than fililAS and filia-mv de~r liltie creature-it 
is a pretty little thing. To enumerat~ there different ap
pearclnce~. fome.. particul~rly Burke on the Sublim~ at: 
firms that the ideas of fublinlity anJ beauty are id~u of a 
c1afs radicaUy different; that the 6rfl. fuhlimity. ultimately 
ari(c:~ from the paffion oftefTt\r. and the other !ro.n that or 
loY~ anlillelight; he \\~ith a good deal of ingenuit)· refolves 
all the fO!Jrces of the fublime, into what is either terrible. 
or allied to this raffian. e~citing it either immediately in 
1om~ degree. or by a1fociation. I t is however uncertain. 
whether \\·e fhould reduce what we rtt~i\»e fo much de. 
l!~ht from, to a palnon, which in ideIf, or in its purity, 
[0 to fpeak~ is painful: this objefiion he endeavors to Te

mtwe, by fhewing that the exercife of all our paffiolls in a 
moderate degree~ is 3. foun:e of pleafure; but perhap~ we 
may ilifiinguifh ti1e ideas of fublilllC and beautiful, ,,'ithout 
having recourie to the paflion of terror at all. by tlying 
that there is an affettion fuited to the greatnefs of obje8s. 
without corafidering them as terrible, ancl that is~ veneta
tion: nay~ perhaps we ma}1r go a little further, and fay, t.'lat 
vener.ltion is the affet.l!on truly correfpondent to great
nefs, in innl)cent creatures, \vhich becomes terror in th~ 
guilty. I cannot go through the particuiars of Burke"s 
theory. He feetns rightl}· to divide the ideas of rulllime 
and beautiful; by the union of \vhich, fome h~\~e made 
one thing, others Jiretlly its contrary to belon~ to beau
ty. One thing remarkable in Burke's Effily is, that he 
lIenies proportion to be any of the caufes of beauty. which 
yet almoft every other writer, has enumerated among 
them; and what he fays of the infinitely various propor
tion in plants and animals, teems to be much in '.upport 
of Ilis opinion: }~et in \,'orks of art, 11roportioll fee.lis ot
muell moment, alld it is difficult to fav to \\9hat fOllrce to" 

~ 

refer it. I vie\v a builtlillg, allJ if the parts are not in a 
reglllar proportiO!l, it oifc.:tl(ls nl}t e}1te, e\-ell thOU~!l I could 
fuppof~ that the difproportion was vQluntlry, in on!c:r !~ 
Ol,ta-ln r"mo f'r o '2t cnn··~n; .... '\r~ w ~ ! ~ \to 0 "-" .. ." ~ ,'- ••• ~ - .. ~ 



J IhU\1i.] t~ ill,lilled to l!lillk, t~lat there are a cOllfidera .. 
I Je nt'nl:~r or fl.l\))le l)r;ncirJ~s or internal f~nr3tions, that 

'b ' .. ",' - ,1 ~l (cntr. 'ute C;\\~tl 1:5 pat1, an ,C)rll.lng our ta\"e, 311u are ca. 
r;lb!c: 0:- !~:'ill~ \;ari()tifl~"' cnn.t~inc(l, 3tl(! Il)- ti;is (;l'inb:na. 
lien ;tr~ 311: to tc confOllll,)C(! O:le \\·i~h another. O:le of 
t:l~ Inott (!ifiill~l311\1 comi)ltte C:lUl1l~ra:iolls" \\.~ llil\·e in 
G.:ranrs F.ii.l~' ~n l'.lfit\ :md is as lollow:»; .A i"tnf.: of no
'~cllv\ fUl):!lllit,,\ lle3tlt'·, i!liit:!tion. Ila'-lnOn\?, rid;cule and .. ." - .,. 
\'inlie. I ('IIlllot go thrl.l~gh all t!lcfe ill orcler, bllt fhall 
tUiil~e a few rc::marLs. and OlOW whc:re the rhvifion is jufl 
or (kL~1i\·e. H:s d;ilingltilhing aU tht:ie from one ano· 
!!lc;r, is ce:-t..lil11~- j;J!l; but tht!re ai·e falne thin6s tllat he 
ill!roc.!!lCes u!lticr \\'fong lleatl:;; fitnt:fs, fvT e~am pIe, lle 
ill~rO'J~ces lln:.lcr t!!e I.c3c) of beaut\~; alld thi: feelns r~-. 
ther:1 [\lurce of apilrobaticn di!tintl in itfc!t: as a1fo pro-
rorti~!1l if th:!t is 110t included ill fitrlefs. Perhaps a mo:-e 
comp)c:te ellumer:!t;on tllar~ a!ly of thenl, lIla}' be gi\?en 
ttlllS, 110VC: It)·, fllt~liIJ.itj~, bealltJ'.. proportio:l, i:ni!ation, 
J!arlnollY \ ritlactlle) uti1ity and-w irtue. 

\'-e ula}i 110"· proceed to thore \\'e have not fpoken of 
llefore; inlitation certainly gives great pleafure to the mind, 
alltl tnlt of itfelf, e\~en ind(!pendent of the objeCt. imitated • 
. An exceedingly well imitatc:d rt:fco-lblance of any objetl, 
of tll:l~ \rllich is indifferent or eve1l difagreeable in itft:lf, 
~i\'es the higheR pleafure, either from the att of com pari
fon as fO!l'ie fay, or from its fuggefiing the idea of fkjil and 
ill~~nuit} .. in tIle ilnitator. The arts of pltinting and fta
t~lary, aefive their e~cellence from the perfetlion of imi. 
t.ltion, a!lll it is even tllOUgll! tllat poetry and oratol)~ may 
1lt: l:O:lfi\J~rc:d in tIle JanIe light, Oilly tllat the firfi inlitates 
f)fm, :1;1d p.illions hy the means of form, and the other imi. 
tatt's a~1~cI1S ao ... l ~lfi:;ttions h}: I a llg!.l age, as tIle inflrument. 

J I.umony is the moll dillina and feparate of all the in. 
ltfllal f~ll!~~S t:lat h~\"e r~ell mentione(); it is COllcerned 
0(11)'" ill f\.)t~n{l, 311{! t!lerefore mull l~ but renlotely appli
('lt~:e to t:le \\"ri~cr :tll(' rpea!~er. ,\Tl1at is remarkal)Je, llJiit . 

:L!t!l-lugh h.lr,nony may be- raid to he of much importa'1~e 
i!l fyeJkin~, ,here are m~lly exampl~s of the moll excel. 
l~:lt fi}C .. lkers, t!lat ,·et lla\~e no 111ufical ear at all, and I . ~ 

:!~i,: k t~1C iilfiJ,1CeS of tllofe \\·110 lla\'e a renlarkably deli .. 
c!:e mu:!\~,ll t'ar, and It ~he fame time are flgreeable fl)eak~ 
(;~ ... ,1!-c! 11 ~t r.l,l '1"'\·. 

• J 



EIOfJUlI1tt. 

'the fenre of ridicule is not very eafily ~~ptained, but it 
t; ~ali1y underfiood when fpoken of, becaufe it is unver. 
fally felt. It differs in this from man other of our conni. 
tutiond powers, that there is fcaree1y any man, who is 
flot fenfible of the ridiculollS, or may be matte eafily fenfi. 
ble of it, and yet the number of good performers in the 
art of ridiculilig otllers. or in \vit ancl humor, is but very 
fmall. The mll1titllde who cannot fol1o\v fl>ecu)ati\·e rea· 
joni:1g, and are hard to be moved by eloquence, are all 
flruck with works of humor. ~fofl people are apt to thin1; 
they can do fomething in the way of humor; ancl yet w\! 

have many who rencler themlelves ridiculous by the attempt. 
As to a fenfe of virtue, by mentionirlg it, is by n() 

ineans from my joining with thore who would place m ~,il 
approbation entirely on the iame footing with the internal 
fenfes, that are tlie foundation of tafle. HlJtcl1infon and 
Silaftfbury inclil.le very muell this W3}·; on the contrary 
I think \\'e are evidently ienfible tllat the nl0rality of ac .. 
tions is a thing of a different fpedes, and arifes from the 
fCllfe of a la\v, anu obligation of a fllperior natllre: yet [ 
IJa\'Pe n1entio11ed it here, becaufe there is certi:linJv a relJ. 

~ 

tion or connetling tie betwettl the fetltinlent:, of t!1e one 
kltl(l~ an(l of tIle' tiler. 'fhe lleallties of nat"ure, we are 
fel1fil)le, are great1y heiglltelle(l, by a<.lcling to t~leir delight
ful ar)pearance, ~ refieclloll on tJleir lltilit}F, an,] the belle .. 
voltnt intention of their author. In perfons capable of 
n10rality, as in hlllnan nature, we COllfi(ler fille featllres 
and an elegant carriage, as indications of the moral difpo .. 
fitioll or the mental powers; ~nd as the ~ll101eofthe fources 
of delight mentiollecl above, nlay be combined ill a greater 
or-Ieffer degree, as nuvelty, fublimity, beau_j, &c. f~ the 
governing principle which ought to direCt the application 
of the \vhole, is \vhat gives tllem tlleir higlleft excellence, 
and indeed only is their true perfeclion. 'rhe gratific,lticn 
even of our internal fenfes, is highly improved, when 
united ,~/ith tafle antI elegance. As tIle m<:t11 ,Ieliciotls 
food when ferved up with neatnefs and order, 3<:companied 
with politenefs of manners, and feafoned \\' ith 'i)ri~;ht1y 
c-onverfatioll: in the falne manner, the fille arts thenl
ft:ives acquir(! a double beauty and higher relilh,. when they 
are infelJarably connetled \vith, UI1J maue rul)ftrvitllt to 
purity of manners. An admirable poem, or an elcq'Jent 
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difcour(e, or a fine piClure, would be fiitl more e~ceneT1t1 
if the fubject of them were interefiing arid valuabJe, and 
when any of them are pc:rverted to impious or wicked 
purpofes, they are jon objects of detefiation. 

After having thus attempted the analyfis of the princi .. 
pIes of tane and elegance, 1 would obferve, that as nature 
feems to delight in producing Inany great and differenl 
cfi"eas from fimple caufes, perhaps we may find an ulti. 
mate principle that governs all there. A French ~uthor 
has written a treatife called the Theory of agreeable Sen .. 
fa60ns, in w~ich he fays that the great principle is, what .. 
ever exertifes our faculties, without fatiguing them, gi'V€s 
pleafure; and that this principle may be applied to out 
bodily form, and. to tIle conflitution of our mind, to aD. 
jeCls of external fenfation, to objects of taUe, and even to 
our tnoral conduct It may no di>ubt be carried through 
the whole of criticifm, and we may· fay this fiates the 
bounds between variety and uniformity, fimplicity and 
intricac}', order, proportion and harmony. 

Neither would it be difficult to filOW tJlat this principle 
may be applied to morality, and that an infinitely wife 
and gracious God had fo ordered Inatters, that the mode. 
rate exercife of all our powers, 1hould produce at once. 
yirtue and happinefs, and that the leaft tranfgreffiotl of the 
one mufi prove of neceffity an injury to the other. 

yT ou may fee from the preceding remarks, that the foun. 
dation is laid for tafte in our natures; yet is. there great 
room for improvement and cultivation; by invefiigating 
the grounds of approbation; by corilparing one thing with 
anot11er i b}? fiudying the beft exanaples; and by rtflettioll 
and judgment, men may correa and refine their tafre upon 
the whole, or upon particular confined fubje"El:s. 

Carrying taile to a finical nicety in anyone branch, is 
a thing not only undefirable, but contemptib!e; the rea
fon of which may be eafily feen: when a perlon applies 
his attention fa much to a matter of 110 gre,~t mOlnellt, it 
occafions a nece(fary negleCt of other things .Df much great .. 
er value. After you pafs a certain point, attachment to a 
particular purfuit is ufeIefs, and then it proceeds to be hurt. 
ful, and at Iaft contemptible. 

END OF VOLU~IE III. . 




