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THE OBJECT OF A CHRISTIAN's DESIRE I~ 
. RELIGIOlJS \VORSHIP. 

SERMON 17 • 

••• 

EXODUS xxxiii. 18 . 

.And he said, I heseech thee, shew me tlly Glory. 

T HESE are the \vords of an Old Tefiament Saint; of 
that Mores, who, as a fervant, was faithful over all 

the houfe of God. True piety is the fame in fubfiance in 
all ages, and points at one thing as its centre and its rell, 
~h~ knowledge and enjoyment of God. In the preceding 
verfes, Mores had been employed in earneft prayer and 
interceffion for the people of Ifrael. He had met with 
fuccefs and acceptance in thefe requefis; for it is faid, in 
the 14th verfe, " My prefence {hall go with thee, and I 
" will give thee refl." And in the 17th, " And the Lord 
" faid unto lVlofes, I will do this thing alfo that thou haft 
" fpoken; for thou haft" ;:')l!fI.J . grace in my fight, and I 
" know thee by name." 'rhe condefcenfion of a gracious 
God, though it fatisfies, does not extinguifh the ddires 
of his faints, but rather makes them more ardent and im
portunate; for he immediately adds, in the words of the 
text, 1 beseech thee, shew me thy glory. It is highly pro
bable, from \vhat follows, tllat this defire includecl more 
than was proper for the prefent flate; yet fuch a difcove
ry as was poffible, or could be ufeful to him, is gracioufly 

\Tt)L. II. B 
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promifed, " 4a\nd be faid, , win make aU my goodneIs pars 
~, before thee; ar j I will proclaim the name of the Lord 
'e before thee; and will be gracious to whom ~ ",ill be 
" gracious, and will 1hew m~rcy on whom I will fhew 
" mercy." 

Iv1y dear brethren, it is our diftinguilhed privilege, that 
\\·e have daily unmolefted accefs to the houfe and ordinan
ces of God. We ought to rejoice, that we have fo many 
clear and exprefs promifes of the divine prefence, in New 
Teftament worfhi p. But what caufe have we to be a .. 
fhamed, t:lat we are fo exceeding prone tQ flop fhort in 
the therefilold, to content ourfelves with the mere form, in. 
fiead of earnefily breathing after real, inward, and fenfible 
eommunion with God? I have therefore chofen this fub-
jea, in the view of that foIemn ordinance, The Lord's 
Supper, where we have a fenfible reprefentation of Chrift 
erucified, the great mean of Ollr accefs to God, that \ve 
may ferve him on that occafionparticularly, and the re .. 
maining part of our lives habitually, in fpirit and in truth. 
And, Ob, that we may have daily more experience of the 
fweetnefs and benefit of his fervice on earth! and may 
daily long more for that time, \vhen ,,'e {hall ferve him in 
a manner infinitely more perfett and joyful in his temple
al'love! 

In difcourfing on this fubjeet, I propofe, in dependance _ 
Cln divine firength. 

I. rroexplain what is the objeCt of a faint's defi.re, when 
Ile faith in tile \vords of Mores, I bestech tbee, shn» m~ 
thy glory. 

II. To improve the fubjeCt-particularly by pointing 
out what is the moll proper preparation for fuch a difco
very. 

I. Then, I am to explain what is the objeCl of a faint's 
de lire, when he faith, in the words of M"ores, I beseech 
thee, shroJ me thy glory. It is very probable, from the 
paffage following the text, \vhich I have read, that Mores 
had fome regard to the fenfible appearance, which, in that 
difpenfa~ion, did often accompany or notify the imme. 
diate prefcnce of the angel of the covenant. He defired, 



in Religious ll'uTship. II 

probably, to be ftrengtbened for beholding Redfaftly the 
Shechinach, or bright aocl' luminous cloud whieh fome. 
times appeared over the tabernacle, and, hy its glorious 
luftre, tended to afFea the mind with a fenfe of the power 
and fovereignty of the Lord Jehovah. But this, furely, 
was not all; for this, in itfelf, was only a fubfidiary mean 
which ferved to cany their views to the real and fpiritual 
glory of God. To the laft therefore, we fhall confine our 
attention, as to what the gofpel particularly opens to us, 
ana what believers are enabled, by faith, to apprehend. 

'Vhen Chriftians then, defire to fee the glory of God, it 
feems chiefly to imply the following things: I, They de. 
fire to fee the glory of an eternal independent God; tbey 
defire to fee the only living and true God in his O\vn in. 
herent excell~nce and infinite perfeCl:ion. Gcd is the 
{ouree and fum of all excellence; or, in the language of 
the Pfalmift, " the perfedion of beauty .. " }:very thing 
noble or beautiful in the creature, is only a faint ray from 
the fulnefs of the Creator's glory. Therefore he is the 
proper objeet of the higbeft efteem, and moft p~ofound ve
nerati\)n, of every reafonable creature. The vifion and 
fruition of God conftitute the employment and happinefs 
of heaven: and even here, while they are in preparatio:l 
for the higher houfe, the faints defire fuch a difcovery of 
the divine glory as their condition will admit of, and take 
pleafure in contemplating his nature, as re~ealed to them 
both in his word and in his works. They (lwel1 with 
adoring wonder, on all his attributes, which are boundlefs 
and unfearehable: the irnrnenfity of his being .. who fills 
heaven and earth with bis prefence, who feeth in feeret. 
and from whom the thickeft darknefs cannot cover lIS ; 

his irrefiflible power,'" who fpake, and it \Vas done l who 
,. commanded, and it flood faft ;"-who called this grc:!t 
univerfe out of nothing into being, "who doth ~n the army 
" of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth what. 
cc ever feerns good unto him :" his infinite boUners anti 
purity, " with whom evil cannot (l,vell, nor fiJ10erS Rantl 
" in his prefence; who lookcth to the moon, and it Rlineth 
c, not, to the fiars, and they are not pure in his fight:" 
his infinite wifdom, ~'who worketh all things ;tccording 
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" to ::~ will, who bringeth the counfel of the hnthen to 
" nought, and makes the devices of the people of none 
" effea :" his bound)efs goodnefs, which fins the earth, 
and flows in plenteous ftreams to all the creatures of his 
po\yer. 

But, ptrblPS, fome are raying, what is there extraordi. 
nary or peculiar in all this? is it not clearly revealed in 
the won! of God? cia any Chriflian be ignorant of it ? 
]f Mofes, in that early difpenfation, defired a difcovery of 
the divine perfeaions, nothing of that kind is wanting to 
us, who, fince the fulnefs of time, have fo comp!ete a reve
lation in the New Teftament. But, my brethren, I muft 
beg of you to obferve there two things : 

I. That there is in the fulners of the #Oodhead an in
finite and endlefs variety even for the em ploynlent of OU1' 

intellefiual powers. Well might Zophat', in the book of 
Job, fay, Job xi. 7, 8, 9, " Canft thou, by fearching, find 
h out God? eanft thou find out the Almighty unto perfec:. 
" tion? It is as high as heaven, what eanll thou do ? 
cr deeper than hell, what emft thou know? the meafure 
" thereof is longer than the earth, and broader thm the 
" lea." 

2. That the real and proper knowledge of the glory of 
God is by inward and fpiritnal illumination. 'The holy 
Scriptures themfeh·es, however clear a difcovery they con
tain of the nature of God, are no better than a fealecl book 
to many even of the greaten comprehenfion of mind. It 
is one thing to think, and fpeak, and reafon on the perfec. 
tions of God, as an objea of icience, and another to glori
fy him as God, or to have a deep and awful impreffion of 
him ltpon our hearts. Real believers will know this by 
experience. A difcovery of tIle glory of Gotl, is not to 
inform them of a truth which they never heard before, but 
to gh'e lively penetrating views of the meaning and im
portance of thore truths of which they had, perhaps, hean} 
and fpoken times without nllmber. Sometioles one \\'ord 
fpoken of the Eternal, the Almighty, the Holy One, will 
be carried home upon the confcience and heart \yith fnch 
irrefillible force, as to il1e\V them more of God than e\·er 
tiley had feell before. 0 \\,11at a diBerence is tllere betweeu 
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the way in which we ufe the fame ,,'ords in prayer cr 
praife" at one tilne" and at another! None but do,,"nrigi!l 
atheifis will deny the omnifcience and omniprefcllce of 
God; but how far is th~s ~neral a~kno\\·)edgment fronl 
that ov~nvhelming fenfe of his prefence which bdieveTl 
have -(oDletimes in his \\-Orfllip in public or in f~·cret. 
What a new fen(e oi God's prefence had Jacob at Bethel9 

,,·hen Ile raid, Gell. xxviii. 16, 1" "SureJy tIle Lord is 
" in this place, and 1 knew it not: and be was afraid. 
« and raid, how dreadful is this place? this is none other 
., but tIle houfe of God, alld this is the gate of heaven !" 
\\That a fenre of God's prefence had Hagar, Gen. xvi. 13, 
",hen " fhe called the name of the Lord that fpake 11010 

~, her, thou, God feeft me; for, DIe laid, have I alfo here 
., looked after him that feeth me:" or Job when he ex .. 
pn:ffes himfelf tllUs.. Job xlii. 5, 6, "I have heard of th~e 
" by the hearing of the ear; but now mine e)'e feeth thee." 
" \Vherefore I abhor olyfelf, al1d repent in <lufl alld aflles:" 

I fhall only funher obferve, that it plainly appears that 
this difcovery of the glory of God, belongs only to his own 
~ople. '\Ticked men are raid, in fcripture, to be fuch 
as know not God.. rrhey are alfo defcribed a little differ .. 
ently, as not having God in all their thoughts; not but 
that wicked men may have a general or cuflomary belic:~ 
in the being and perfe8ions of God, hut becaute they 
have not that intiolate fenfe of his prefence, tllat difcove
ry of the glory and amiablenefs of his perfeaions, which 
is peculiar to his own children. Even the natural per
feCtions of God, his po\\rer antI ",ifdom, caoQot be bellelcl 
with fuch veneration by any, as by thofe who are" fenfible 
of their obligations to fenre him. But above all, the glo
ry of his infinite holinefs and juftice can never be feen. 
but by thofe who defire to fuhmit to it; nor the J{Jory of 
his il16nite mere)', but by thofe WllO fee themfelvcs ill

debted to it. This leads me to obferve, 
1. That the believer clcfires to fee the glory of a graci

ous ancl reconciled God, 110t only illfillitely glorious in 
himfelf, llut infinite!}' 111erciflll to hirn. This \'ie\v ous~ht 
never to b~ feparated from the former. 1'ake a\\tay tIle 
divine mercy, and the lufire of his other perfeCtions is too 



14 The Object of a Christian's Desire 

flrong for us to behold. The power, wifdom, holinefs and 
juftice of God, feparated from his mercy, fpeak nothing 
but unmixed terror to the guilty. It is very p~bable, that 
there was fomething in the defire of Mofes, in the text, 
according to his own view, ignorant and unadvifed; but 
God granted his requeft only in fuch a way as could be 
ufeful to him. \Vhen he fays, I beseech thee sbn» me thy 
glory, the anfwer is in the following terms, "I will make all 
40' my goodnefs pals before thee; and I will proclaim the 
cc name of the Lord before thee. And I will be gracious 
(c to whom I \vill be gracious, and will 1he\v Dlercy on 
" whom I will fhew mercy .. " And again, it is faid in the
following chapter, 6, 7, ,'erfes, " And the Lord paffed by 
" before him, and proclaimed, the Lord, the Lord God, 
" merciflll a11d gracious, long-ftUfering and abundant in 
"goodnefs and truth. Keeping mercy for thoufands, 
" forgiving iniqllity, and tranfgreffion, and fin: and that 
" will by no means clear the guilty, vifiting the iniquity of 
" the fathers upon the children, and upon the childrens 

-" children, unto the third and fourth generation." 
'Ve may alfo fee, that in the whole difpenfation of di. 

vine grace to men, God is reprefented as coming under a 
peculiar relation to them; and they are called not only to 
ferve him as God, but to truft in him as their God. Eve
ry hearer mull be fenfible, howeffential this is to a be. 
lie\ler's defire, of feeing the glory of God. He cannot . 
confider him as God over-all, without, at the fame time, 
remembering, that be is one with whom he hath to do. 
rfhere is alfo a neceffity here peculiar to ourfelves. The 
holy angels confider him as their Maker and their happi .. 
nefs: but the children of Adam muft confider, not only 
his goodnefs to the innocent, but his mercy to the guilty. 
This glory of God lhines brightly, and fhines only in the 
fac~ of Jefus Chrift. God we are told, " dwelleth in light 
" which no man can approach unto. No man hath feen 
" God at any time; but the only begotten of the Father, 
" he hath declared him." In this wonderful difpenfation, 
indee~~, all the perfeCl:ions of God are found united; but 
above all, " Grace and mercy fhine and reign through 
• ' righteoulhers, by Jefus Chrifi our Lord. 

• 
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Here I muft add, that the believer not only defires to 
lee the glory of God's mercy. in general, as difplayed in 
the gofpel, in which he may ha\~e a fhare, but to take an ap
propriating yiew of it, as what he hath a clear right and 
title to call his own. Doubtlefs the mercy of God is pub
lifhed, offering falvation to the cbief of finners. It is their 
duty to accept of it; it is their intereft to c1ea,"e to it. 
But they &re many times deterred by what they fee in 
God, they are many times difcouraged by what they ftel 
in themfelves, and are afraid to dert their title to fo great 
a blefling. But when, by the Holy Spirit, they are ena
bled to fee the infinite price paid for their redemption, in 
the crofs of Chrill; when they fee the riches of divine 
grace, in the crofs Chrift; when they hear the urgent in
vitations to them to believe in the crofs of Chrift; when 
they are enabled freely to renounce and quit hold of every 
other claim; when their hearts are fweedy confiraincd 
by the bonds of their Redeemer's love; they can then 
look upon God as their reconciled Father, through him 
who hath made peace, by the blood of his crofs, and fay 
unto him, My Lord! and my God! What an endearing 
view is this of the divine glory, and what ineffable fatis
lafiion fprings from it, to the foul? 'Vhat an unfpeakable 
confolation to thofe who have been wounded in their fpi
rits, and grieved in their minds, when they are enabled 
to apply the encouraging promifes of the holy fcriptures ? 
Ira. i. 18. " Come, now, and let us reafon together, faith 
" the Lord j though your fins be as fcarlet, they 1ball be 
" as white as fnow; though they be red like crimfon, 
" they {hall be as wool. Ifa. xliii. 25 .. I, even I, am he 
" that blotteth out thy tranfgreffions, for mine own fake ; 
" and will not remem~r thy fins, xliv. 22. I have blot
" ted out as a thick cloud, thy tranfgreflions, and as a 
(' cloud thy fms. Return unto me, for I have redeeme8 
" thee." 

3· The believer defires to fee the glory of God, as an all
fufficient God. This is a neceffary view of God, as the 
fupport and happinefs of the creature, as well as the 
tlrength and confolation of the finner. 
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My bn:thren, man was made for living upon God i for. 
gt!tting this, he firft went afiray from him. Self.fufticien. 
cy, and a delulive fenfe of independence, is infeparable 
from a finful nate. Convi8ion levels a blow at 'the foun. 
dation of this miftake. Serious confideration thews us 
how intuific~nt we are for our own happine's.. Daily ex
perience dif~ovc:rs the inherent vanity of aU created com· 
forts in theolfclves, and as feparated from God. '''nen 
the penitent returns to C~, he not only returns from the 
kn-ice of other mailers, to him, as his rightful Lord; but 
tOrfakes all forbitlJcn joys, and d~aves to God as his hap
pinefs, and rells in him as his portion. Does Hot this ap
pear from the uniform language of fcripture, with regard 
to both parts of the covenant? what belongs to God, and 
what belongs to nlln. See the tenor of an eady promife 
to the father of the faithful, Gen. xv. I. "Fear not 
,~ AbralD; I am thy f11i~ld, and thy exceeding great le· 

"ward." ~Iulrit\ldes of others are of the fanle import. 
The power and providence of God, in behalf of his peo

ple, are largely aml be-autifuUy defcribed in the ninety.firft 
Pi~dm, U He that dwdJeth in the feeret place of the MoB: 
, .. High, fhall abide under the fhadow of the Almighty. I 
u will fay of the Lord, be is my refuge and my fortrefs; 
" my God, in him will I truft. Surely he fball deliver 
" thee from the fnare of the CO\\I ler, and from the noifome 
'S pellitence. He fhall cover thee with his feathers, and . 
.. , under his wings fhalt thou truft. His truth lhall be thy 
" fhield and buckler," &:c. ~ Cor. vi. 17. "Wherefore 
" come out from among them, and be ye fepante, faith 
" the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing, and 1 will re
u ceive you, and will be a father nnto you, and ye {hall be 
.. , my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty." On 
the other hand, the invitatioll, or exhortation to return, is 
ordinarily pre[ed from the l)rofit of the change, Ifa. Iv. I. 
H Ho, every one that thirfieth! come ye to the waters; 
" and he that hath no money, come ye, buy and eat; yea 
" come, buy wine and milk, without money, and without 
" price." And, to name no more paifages, when God 
came to eflabJifb the faith of Abrahanl in his promife, he 
fays, Gen. xvii. I, "I atn the .Almighty,'· or as it ought 
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to be tranflated, Ie the all.fuficient God: walk before me, 
,l and be thou perfect" Now, believers defirc to fee ~'le · 
gloty of God, as all.fuf&cient; and all difcoveries of this 
nature are attended with unfpeakable complacence and 
fatisfaaion. ·rney fee the glory of an infinite God as 
theirs, and rejoice in the richnefs of their portion. \Vea. 
ned with rep-...ated difappointments, and deeply ~onvinced 
of the vanity of the creature, they reft in him, as abie to 
give them complete happinefs; happinefs that wi!l never 
change! happinefs that will never be exhaufted: He that 
hath chofeo God as his portion, hath, as our Saviour beau
tifully expreffeth it, made " choice of that good part, which 
" cannot be taken away from him." 

My brethren, we are now come to the v~ry fubftance 
of praftical religion. The glory of an all.fufficient God, 
appe~rs as more than a balance to all that pretends to rival 
him in our afFeaions; to all that we are called to give up 
for his fake. When the belic\rer fees the fulnefs of God, 
then his anxiety,: and din~ffing fears, of every kind, 
are at an end. Does he ~ant proviion? "The earth is 
" the Lordls, and the fulnefs thereof. The young lions 
" do lack and Cufer hunger. but they that reek the Lord, 
" lhall not want any good thing." Does he want friends ? 
God is able to make his enemies to be at peace with him. 
})O:S he want any dutwanl comfort? God is able to pro
cure it, or make him happy without it. Not to mention 
particulars; the triumph oi faith, in this vie~l, is to attain 
an abfolute and unconditional refignation to the will of 
God, with a finn perfuafioo, that he is able to make all 
things work together for our good, and willing to befio\V 
every thing that is for our real intereft. It is to fay with 
the prophet, Hab. iii. 17, "Although the fig tree fhall 
" not blo[illn, neither fhall fruit ,be in the vines, the labor 
Cl of the olive fhall fail, and the fields {hall yield no meat; 
" the flock {hall be cut off froin the fold, and there {hall 
" be no herd in the ftalls: yet I will rejoice in the Lord; 
" I will joy in the God of my falvation. t, 

I fhan only add, that the divine all.fufiiciency is to be 
confide~, as regarding our Canaification as well ;is com. 
Cort. What wftrefs does not the Chrifiian often 1WfGi 
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from the treachery of his own heart, and from the power 
ot furrounding tenlptations? CO\7ered with fhame for his 
paft unfteadfafinefs;-convinced, by experience, of his own 
weaknefs, he hath no other refuge bu i: in God. And what 
courage does he derive from the fulners of divine perfeCti
on, the greatnefs of divine power, and the faithfulnefs of 

. the diviqe promife? " My grace 1haU be fufficient for 
" thee, and my ftrength lhall be made perfeCt in weak
" nefs. " He then fays, with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ix xi. 16, 
" I will go in the ftrength of the Lord God: I will make 
" mention of thy righteoufnefs, even of thine only." 

II. I proceed now, in the laft place, to make fome 
practical improvement of what hath been faid. And, 1ft, 
Let us admire the divine condefcenfion, in admitting his 
faints to a difcovery of his glory. Solomon fays, with very 
great propriety, in the language of aftonifhment: "But 
" will God in very deed dwell with men on the earth ?', 
The fame ought to be, nay, the fame certainly are, the 
fentiments of every real believ~r •. But .let us remember 
what has l: '!en hillted at above, that our accefs to God, 
and our f.Or'lmllnion with him, is, and only can be, 
through tIle r.lediator of the new covenant, ill \,,·hODl \\·e 
have accefs, by faith, unto God. 

2dl:, Let me befeech you to try yourfelves, whether 
this ever hatll been your attainment, and \vhether it i~ 
your fincere defire? Do you know, in any rneafure, what 
it is to fee the glory of the true God? Hath he appeared 
before you in terrible majeUy? Have your very fouls 
been made to bo\v· down before hin1, and to give him tIle 
glory that is jufUy due to his name? Have you feen the 
glory of a reconciled God? H.ave you chofen him, in 
Chrift, as your portion? Have you devoted yourfelves, 
without reR:rve, to his difpofal? Again, have you feen 
the glory of an all-fufficient God? Surely I fpeak to rna· 
Dy who have feen the vanity of the creature. Probably 
you have tafted a little of the fufferings of a finful ftate. 
Where did you feek your confolatioll? where do you find 
your fuppmt? Ifave you learned the holy and happy art 
of . pouring out your fouls to God? Have you felt the 
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fweetnefs of it? And have you faid, with the PfalmHl, 
" Return unto thy refl, 0 my foul! for the Lord hath 
"dealt b,,~ntifully with thee? Is it your earnefi defire 
to fee the glory of God? Can you fay with the PfaJmifl~ 
Pial. )xiii. I, 1., "0 God! thou art my God, early will 
" I feek thee : my foul thirfieth for thee ; my fle1h longeth 
" for thee in a dry and thirfiy land where no water is, to 
" fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have feen thee in 
" the fanCl:uary." 

3d1y, I will now proceed to exhort you, in the mofi: 
earneil manlIer, to diligence in. reeking after real com. 
munion with God in his infHtuted wor1hip. How highly 
are ~·e favored with ligllt and liberty? how little are tnany 
fenfible of their privileges? I have often, on fuch occa· 
fions, put you in mind of the fatal effeCts of a heartlefs, 
cuitomary, formal worfhip; it is provoking to God, per
nicious to others, hardening to the heart, and ruining ta 
the foul. Were but a fociety of thofe Protefiants abroad, 
who are lying under perfecution, to enjoy the feafon which 
we now enjoy, what an edge would be upon their fpirits? 
what a fenfe of gratitude in their hearts? what fire and 
zeal in their affeCtions? Strange, indeed, that public 
profper~ty 1hould be fo fiupifying, and the approach of 
~tcrnity to every individual 1hould not be awakening; 
while the young and firong are hurried off the Rage, while 
every day is hringillg us nearer to our laft, while every 
ordinance is adding to our charge, that we :lhould not de
fire to fee the glory of God in his fanCl:uary here, that it 
may be the earneft of our future inheritance, and prepare 
us for his immediate prefence hereafter. 

Suffer me to fpeak a few words to thofe that are young. 
God is tny witnefs, that their welfare is at my heart. Per
haps you will think, what hath been faid hardly applicable 
to you. 1"'he defire of Mofes, the man of God, intimate 
communion and felJowlhip with God, the attainment of 
ripe and experienced Chrifiians, all this you will fay, is 
unfuitable to me: nay, perhaps, by a bafiard humility, 
you will fay, to expeCt it, would be prefumption in me. 
But you are greatly deceived: there are none who have 
more gracious invitations to come unto God than young 
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finners: there ate none who have greater rearon. to ex. 
pea: neamers to God than young faints. Do you not 
T.~ad, that God revealed hin.felf to Samuel, the child, when 
he negle8ed Eli, the old prophet? Befides, • would re
commend eameftnefs and aft'etlion to you; not only for 
your greater profit, but to prevent your apoRafy. A little 
religion is very hard to hold; it is like a lamp which is 
bardly lighted, which -the 16aft breath of wind will extin. 
guifh, or a tree that is but newly pl.-nted, which a rude 
thruft will overturn. U nlers you make God and his fer
vice, your hearty choice, y<,u· wiU not carry it long as your 
burden, but will be foon tempted to throw it down. Be 
concerned, therefore, I befeech you, to attend on his infti. 
tuted worfhip, not in a careleis and formal manner, but 
let the " defire of your fouls be to his name, and the re ... 
" membrance of him.,J 

I thaIl now conclude the {ubjeCt, by offering to thore, 
who would fee the glory of God, a few direfiions, as to the 
heft preparation for luch a difccvery. Ift, H you would 
fee the glory of God in his fanauary, be fmous in felf
examination, and. jn the renunciation of all known fin. 
Holinefs is an e[ential attribute of the divine nature; and, 
therefore, he Inuft be woriliippetl in the beauty of holi. 
nefs. Thus the Pfalmift refolved with himfelf, Pfal. xxvi. 
6. ., I :vill wafu mine hands in innocence, fo will I com
" pars thine alLar, 0 Lord !" It is true, none, who have 
an}' l~nowledge of the corruption of their o\vn hearts, can 
reafonably hope to be perfe8ly free from fin in the prefent 
life: yet a real Chriflian will have it, as the objea of his 
daily itudy, to " c1eanfe bimfelf from all filthinefs of the 
" flefh and fpirit, tllat he may perfeCt holinefs in the fear 
" of God." It ,vas fil1 ttlat firft rendered us unfit for com
munion with God; and therefore, our recovery of this 
happy privilege will be but in proportion to our fanain
cation. To bring finful difpofitions, indulged, and frill 
fuffered in the heart, to the worfhip of God, and to ex
pea acceptance in fuch a fiate, is implied blafphemy, and 
the greaten difhonor we can poffibly do to him. 

2. In order to fee the glory of God, you mull be cloth. 
ed with humility. No difpofition more effentially neceffa .. 

, 
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ry to a Chrifiian at :dl times, but more efpecially ... ben 
he makes an immediate approach to God in his worlliir: 
Ifa. L~Yi. :1. k For all thofe things hath mi.~e hand made: 
" aDli all thoCe things have been, f.itb the L:.d: bllt to 
" this man will I l~ even to him that is poor ~ and of 
U a contrite fpint, and tr:mbleth at my .-ord." And. in
deed, how can we confider the nature of that God .hem 
we worfhi~ and O'..Ir OW11 finful aud mileBbie elate. 
without being ftruck with a fenfe of the neuf6ty of deep 
lwmility and felf-alatement in our in~c with him ~ 
It is particularly to be noticed. that iC:lf-aWement. and 
even felf-abhorrencet is the immediate efFea of a fenfe cf 
the divine prefence. See to this PJrpofe,lfa. n. 1,-5. 
&1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I raw alfo the Lord 
" fitting upon a throne. high and lifted up, and his train 
"dlled the temple: above it flood the ferapbims: ~ach 
U Ode had Jix wings: with twain he ~vered his face. and 
" with twain he covered his feet, and with twain be did 
"fly. And one cried unto another, and IUd Holy. holy. 
" holy is the L.ord of h~ the whole earth is full "r his 
" glory! And the poRs of the door moved at the voice 
" of him Itat cried, and the hoWe was fill~ with fnloke, 
~, Then faid I, Wo is me i for I am undone, btcaufc I 
" am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midft of 
s, a people of unclean lips; for mine eyes have feen the 
U King, the Lord of hoils r' See alfo Job xlii. s. 6. u I 
" have h~ of thee by the hearing of the ear; bat now 
" mine eye feeth thee: wherefore I abbor nlyfelf, and fe

" pent in duft and afhes." Let us endea\~or, therefo~. 
to be tnaly and inwardly humble. Let us remember the 
grace of redemption, what guilty criminals we were, be. 
fore unmerited mercy and fovereign love found out a way 
for OUf recovery. Happy they, where humility arites 
from a real exercifc of foul! How dimculf, how rare a 
thing, is true humility? How eafy is it to ufe modeft ;lild 
fubmiffive expreffions, compared to attaining a truly hum
ble and mortified fiate of mintl? l\fay almighty God, br 
his power, make us humble; and do thou, 0 blefi"ed Je-
-{us! "caft down every high thought, and lofty imagina- • 
" tion, that exalteth itfelf againft th=.'~ 



.. 

2~ The OlJj«I of" Chrutia's lJcir~, £ic. 

3 .. In t'he Jaft place; if}'!JU defire t9 fee the glory of 
God~ ~ fervent in prepuatoty pnyer: if there is any 
bieJiillg that requires impcrrunity and ,.-n:fUing \\~ith God, 
iurely this higb and happy privi!ege of comnlunion ,,~ith 
him in his howe ml!ft be (i that kind. And I think, \\1Pe 
are warranttd to fay, that, in the divine government, there 
are fOlM bIeflings that Rquire more importunity than 
Qthers. See a ftmark~e paifage, Mark is. 2g, 29-

.. '~.~nd when he was come into the houf~ his difciples 
"aiked him privately! why cookl not we call him out ? 

, ~~ and he raid unto them, this kind can come forth bv no-.. 
U thing, but by pra}~er and 'falling. U If foole devils \vere 
fo obftina.te in their pofieffion, that the fame degw ee of faith 
and fervor which prevailed over others, could not call 
them out, muft not the faDle thing hold, from analogy, 
with refpelt to other mercies? And how juftly are indif. 
terent, luke-\\"U1Il worfhippers denied that bldling which 
they 10 lightly c:fteem? Let me therefore, eam~ft)y, be. 
feech every kriou~ perfon not to renrain prajer before 
God, but to repeat and urge the plea, that he would be 
gradoufly prefent with us; that he wculd poor down his 
Spirit from on bigh, and make us to know, to our hap
py experience, " that a day in his courts is better than a 
k thouf:tntl; and that it is better to be door-keepers in the 
" boufe of God, than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs, U 
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SERl\10N 18 • 

. ,. 
Ifaiah lxiii. I. fecond claufe. 

~-Tllis t!alll is glrJriol18 in his ap..tJar~/, trrratUing ;'1 th.~ 
g,"~at~ss of his str~ngth 1 

M
'~ brethren, all the works of God- are great and 

_ marvellous, \VQrthy of the attention and admira
tion of his rational creatures. The contemplation of \\-hat 
i~ now revealed of him, is the nohlefl employment of 
which we are cal?able in this world: and the Illore c!ear 
and enlarged contenlplation of him {hall be our employ
ment atld happinefs ill the \vorld above. Bllt of all the 
works of God, there is none in which llis perfeCtions are 
fo fignally difplayed, as in the redemption of an ejeCt 
world through Jefus Chrift All other views of his glory 
are faint and fading in conlparifon of this. Ho\\'ever 
much \ve are called to adore the power and ~·ifdom of 
Creation, or the goodnefs and bounty of Providence, our 
praifes are extremely (lefeCtive, if \ve omit that new fong 
whicll he hath put into our Inouths, even praile to our God 
for his unf'pe~kable gift. 

Redeeming love, my brethren, is the immediate ohjeCl 
of our attention in the holy ordinance of the Lord's fupper. 
Here is a fymbolical reprefentation of it" that faith may 
be ftrengthened by the aid of fenfe. I hope, therefore, 
it \\·il1 not be ilYlproper, by ,yay of preparation for it, . 
to take a \?iew of the glory of our Recleemer'& cllaraCler, ~ 
whore fulferings we are now to cOmmtlUOrate. As fal. 
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vatton is an agreeable found, fo the name of a SavioUT 
is a delightful name to every believer. I may therefore 
fafely prefume upon the att"!ntion of all fuch at lean, while 
I endeavor to fet him before you, as he is reprefented in 
the ftrong and forcible language of the text, Who is this 
that cometh from Edom, 'lDith dyed garments from Boz
rah? this that is glorious in his apparel: tra"e/ling in the 
greatness of his strmgth? Such a theme win be the moft 
proper introduClion to the work of this day; that, as we 
are to commemorate Chrift's fufferings as an extraor-dinary 
event, he is here fpoken of, and his appearance inquired 
into, in \\'ords of afionifhment and admiration: Who;s 
this that cometh from Edom, 'lDith dyed garments from 
Bozrah! this that is glorious ill his apparel, tra'lJelling 
in the greatness oj" his strength! I {hall not fpend time 
in affigning the reafo.tlS why interpreters generally apply 
there words t~ Chrift, but only obferve, that, on this fup
pofition, they contain a mixed reprefentation of glory and 
fu ffe ring, of firength and abafement, which is the very 
fubllance and meaning of a Saviour on the crofs • 

. Agreeably to this, the tingle point I have in view, in 
the prefeot difcourfe, is, through Divine affifiance, to point 
out to you, in what refpeCl:s the glory of our Redeemer 
\vas apparent even in llis fufFerings, and 1hone through 
even the dark cloud that covered hiln in his humiliation, 
or in the language of the text, ho\v he might be faitt, to 
tratJc/,in the greatness oj his strength: and then I 1haU 
make fome praaical improvement of what may be faid. 

I. I am to point out to you, in what refpetls the glory 
of out Redeemer was apparent even in his fufferings, and 
fhone through even the dark cloud that covered him in his 
humiliation. A,S the love of God to man, in providing 
redemption for him, was inconceivable, fo the mean which 
he employed, in accomplifhing this great work, was equal
ly aflonifhing. That his eternal and well-beloved Son 
fhould veil his divine glory, clothe himfelf with human 
flefh, fubject himfelf to a life of pain and fuffering, and 
at laO: make his foul an offering for fin upon a crors
rrllis, as it \\'as not after the manner of men, nor bore 
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upon it any of the marks of human wifdom, as it was de
figned and doth tend, to abale the pride of man, and e~alt 
the grace of God; fo it is with difficulty that man can be 
brought to an approbation of it. "The crofs of Chrift 
" was to the Jews a ftumbling.block, and to the Greeks 
"fC'Olifhnefs." . It is therefore proper, that when l,'e are 
t~ commemorate the incarnation and (Jeath of our Re
deemer, we ihould attend to thefe evidences of his divine 
glory that flill appeared even in his lowen abafement. By 
this means, while we grieve for the fufferings that fin 
brought upon him, we may Rill triumph in his power; for 
he is glorious even in his red apparel, and travels in the 
greatnefs of his ftrengtlt. 
.. I mufi: here obferve that I do not mainly intend, in 
difcourfing on this fubject, to eftablifh the truth of our 
Saviour's divine miffion, againft thofe who deny it on the 
above or any other account: this would be too cold and 
~bftraaed an argument for our prefent pllrpofe. What 
I propofe, is chiefly and direCtly defigned for heightening 
the devotion, for quickening the lo\'e, and increafing the 
faith alld comfort of believers. Howe\?er, at the fame 
time, confideqng the humiliation of Chrift in the light of 
an objeflion againft his divine cornmiffion from the fug
geftions of human \vifdom, what {hall be- raid may alfo be 
confidered as an anfwer to this objeCtion, and ferving to 
remove the offence of the crofs. 

I. Upon this fubject, therefore, obferve firft, the glory
of our Redeemer, in his fofFerings, appears from his ready 
and chearful undertaking of the work of our redemption. 
There can be little honor to any man in fubmitting to 
what he cannot avoid, or doing \vhat he dare not refl1fe; 
but the humiliation of Chrift was perfeCtly voluntary, as 
no confil»aint could be put upon him. Therefore his ori
ginal dignity and greatnefs, is not Qnly, if I may fpeak fo, 
preferved unhurt, but improved and heightened by the 
grace of infinite condefcenfion. This circumftance of 
Chrift's readinefs to undertake the work of our redemp
tion, is often taken notice of in fcripture. pral. xl. 6, 7, 8. 
" Sacrifice and offering thou didll not defir~, mine ears 
" haft thou opened; burnt.offering and fin.offering han 
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"thou not ftCIuiml.. Then raid I. IA I come i in the 
" volume of the book it is written of me ~ I delight to do 
" thy will, 0 my God !"'-It is certain, that ~ptioo 
could not be the work of .. creature; and it is alfo proba
ble, that no created ~ing WCJUld have been willing to dray 
it. Nay, it is thought by many to be the import of the 
remarkable paffage jun now cited, which is applied by the 
apoftJe Paul to our Savioor', that in the councils of heavm 
it was a8ually propofed to thofe glorious fpirits that fur
round the throne of GOO, and their flrength and inclina
tion both were found inlufficient. Neit~r i. there any 
thing improbable in the fuppofition, that God might difco
ver to them his purpofe of mere}\ upon a proper media
tor interpofing, and that none was found willing to fub
jeCt bimfelf to divine wrath, incw,ed by rebellious mm. 
If fo, then it is oot only in one fenfe, but in all fenfes true, 
what Chrifl is ~prefented as laying in the sth ~ of the 
chapter where my text lies, "And I looked, and there 
" was none to help; and I wond~rcd that then: was none 
" to uphold; therefore mine own arm brought (alvation 
" unto m~ and my fury it upheld me.~ 1-his interpre
tation may be confirmed by fomething ramilar to it, re. 
corded, John, vi. S' 6. "When Jefus then lift up his 
" eyes, and faw a great company come unto him! he faith 
U unto Phillip, \\"hence fhall we buy bread that thek may 
" eat? And this he {aid to prove him i for he himfelf 
"knew what he would do.~' There is another paffage 
,vhich gi\?es us near]}· the fame idea, viz. of Chrift·s being 
only capable of taking tile charge of the redeemed and 
their interell in Providence, R:v .. v. 2, 3, 4t s- "And I 
c., faw a ftrong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who 
" is worthy to open the book, and to loofe the feals there. 
" of? ~\nd no man in heaven, nor in earth, lleither under 
" the earth, was able to o~n the book, neither to look 
"thereon. And I wept mucb becaufe no man was fo~nd 
" worthy to open, and to read the book, neither to Jook 
"thereon. And one of the elders faith unto me, Weep 
" not; behold the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the root of 
., David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loofe the 
" feven feals thereof. n How glorious then \Vas the conl· 
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J)aflioo of our Baa1eemet', .ho Co willingly and chearfully 
lUbjeBm himielf to that abaJe~ and fuffenng, to which 
none CO'Jld conftrain him? Thus he fays to himlClf, John 
x. 17, t8, "Therefore death my Father love me, becaufe I 
" lay down my life, that I might take it again.. No man 
C& taketh it £rom me, but I lay it ·lown of myfelf: I have 
" power to lay it do1m, and I ha,'e powu to tHe it again_ 
"nis commandment have I receim of' my Father." 
He is not reprefented as merely contenting~ becaufC none 
cUe could or would perform the lVork.. aod fo baving it as 
it were devolftd upon him by necd6ty; not as yielding 
with relu8ance, ulel overcome by gi eat eameftnefs and 
importunity, but raying with readinefs and chearfuJnefs, 
" Lo, I come; in the v~lume of the ~ it is written of 
"me. I delight to do thy will, 0 my God; yea thy law 
~ is within my heart.'1 

There is one circumtlanc:e which dcferves particulsr 
noti~ when we are. cao&dering the dignity of our He. 
dcemds undertaking; that he did well and thoroughly 
underOand the diliculty of it, and the weight of t~t wrath 
which be fubmitted to endure. It is not fGCh an evidence 
of gn:atnefs of mind, when a perfon involves himfelf in 
diiSculties, and expofes himfclf to dangers., if he only 
runs an uQCertain rifk of meeting with th~ or has but a 
confufed and indiftina apprebenfion of their nature; but 
i~ difcovers a peculiar fortitude of fpint to have a clear 
view of fufleri~ and yet compofedly and !lemily to 
fubmit to them for a good end. So true is this maxim, 
that it feems to be the only thing that renders human life 
fupportab1e, that all future fuf£erings are uncertain even 
in the event, and, at any rate, in th~ir nature but imper
fealy known. Now~ how does it fen·e to illuflrate the 
glory of our Redeemer's undertaking, that he had a clear 
and perfea foreknowledge of every event that was to be. 
fal him? He knew the number and malice of the enenlies 
he had to encoonter; ~~ the bittemefs of that Clip, tIle 
dregs of which he was to drink ofF : Yet fteady to his pur. 
pole, and confcious of his own power, he went out to the 
combat as one affured of viaory. As he began fo he 
carried on his work, with the fAme undaunted refo!ution ; 
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witnefs wnat he fays, Luke xii. 50. "But I have a bap. 
" tifm to be baptized with, and how am I flraitened till 
" it be accolnplifhed !" All this, my brethren, is further 
confirmed, by {orne paffages which are recorded toward 
the clore of his life, wilen he drew near to the contluding 
fc~ne of his fufFerings, Matt. xvi. 21. "From that time 
" forth began Jefus to fhew unto his difciples, how that 
" he mull: go unto Jerufalem, and foffer many thin~s of 
" the elders, and chief priefis, and Scribes" and be killed, 
" and be raifed again the third day." xx. 17, 18, 19. 
c, And Jefus going up to Jerufalem, took the twel~e difd. 
" p]es apart in the \vay, and raid unto them, Behold we 
c. go up to Jerufalem, and the Son of man ihali be betray
(, ed unto the chief priefts, and unto the fcribes, and they 
" 1ha11 condemn him to death. And ihall deliver him to 
" the Gentiles, to mock and to fcourge, and to crucify 
•• him: "nd the third day he fhaU rife again." Luke ix. 5 I. 

" And it came to pafs, when the time was come that he 
'c fh.ou1d be received up, he ftedfaftly fet his face to go to 
c, Jerufalem." · To there I 1hall only add, John xviii: II. 
c, Then faid Jefus unto Peter, Put up thy {word into the 
" fh.eath: the cup which my Father hath given: me, ihall 
" I not drink it ?n Thus did there appear a glory even 
in his humiliation, a majefty even in his fuffering; and 
thus did he come forth and travel in the greatnefs of his 
firength. 

In the fecond place, the glory of our Redeemer, in his 
humiliation, appears from the greatnefs of thofe fufFerings 
which he endured. Though, to the eye of fenfe, a fiate 
of fuifering is apt to appear contemptible; to thofe who 
juroy view the fufferings of ehrin, there will be found fur 
greater evidences of his power. A weak perron is crufu. 
ed by a fmall weigl1t; but he who is able to endure UI1-

common fuiferings, fhows hiolfelf to be poIfeffe(} of tIn· 
common firength. Now, our bleffed Lord and Saviour 
(li(l, ifl his life, 111 this world, endllre the greateR and 
nlofi dreaclful fufferings. Ifis \vIlole life \vas one conti. 
nued track of the heavieft fufferings of which human na· 
ture is capable. Ira. liii. 3. "He is defpifed and rejeaed 
f< of men~ a man of farrows, and aCCJuainted with grief ~ 
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cc and we hid, as it were, our faces from hiln; he \Va$ de. 
" fpifed, and we efteemed him not!" This, my brethren, . 
is a known fubjeB:, yet it is the fubjea which we ought, 
by faith, to dwell upon this day; and, indeed, the bene
fit and comfort of be1ievers does not depend on things 
new and engaging to the fancy, but on tbe Spirit of God 
fetting home known truths with force and efficacy on the 
heart. Let me therefore beg your attention to two or 
three obvious remarks on the fufFerings of Chrin. ( I. ) 
His afBiCl:ions began ear]y, with his firtl: entrance into the 
world. No fooner did the man Chrift Jefus fee the light of 
this world, but prefendy did afBitlion falute him. 1m
m~diately after his contemptible birth, did Herod, that 
bloody tyrant, feek to dellroy him; fo that we may"allude 
to that expreflion, Rev. xii. 4. "-And the dragon flood 
" before the woman which was ready to be delivered, to 
" devour her child as foon as it was born." 

(2.) His afBittions were conftant and perpetual, with
out interruption. It is recorded, not only by Chrifiians, 
but even by heathens, who had heard' of his life,- that he 
was never obferved to laugh, but frequently feen weeping; 
fo that he well accompIifhed that prophefy, "A man of 
"forrows, and acquainted with grief. n It is probable, 
froOl feveral paffages in the prophetical writings, that he 
was of a very tender and fenfible frame; and therefore 
his affiiaions had a great and powerful effect upon him. 
They fo deeply touched him, that· his body was wafted. 
and his firength melted and decayed, which is the ufual 
effect of lalling and continued forrow. Ifa. Iii. 14. "As 
" many were aflonied at thee; his vifage was fo marred 
" nlore than any man, and his form more than ttae fons of 
"men." Pf. xxii. 14, IS. "I am poured out like water, 
" and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax, 
h it is melted in the midft of my bowels: my ftrength is 
" dried up like a potfherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my 
" jaws: and thou haft brought me into the duft of d~ath." 
So that we may alfo apply to him what Job fays of him
felf, Job. xvi. 8. "And thou haft fined me ,vith wrinkles, 
" which is a witnefs againft me: and my leannefs rifing 
U up in me, beareth witnefs to my face. " 
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(,to) His aftlitlions were of the fevereft kind. This I 
might lhow you, at large, from the hinory, by particular
izing them aU: I only mention four, poverty, reproach, 
temptation, and fympatby with others. He was fo poor, 
as to depend upon the charity of others for his fubftance; 
and could fay, Luke ix. 58. "Foxes have holes, and birds 
" of the air have nefis, but tee Son of man bath not where 
" to lay his head." Reproach was thrown upon him 
without meafure, and of the worft kind. He was. called 
a glutton and a wine-bihber, a deceiver, a blafphemer, a 
Samaritan, and one that had a devil. Now, my brethren, 
all that know any thing of human nature, knf)w that re· 
proach and contempt are perhaps the hardeft to bear of 
any fufFerings to which we are expofed; and the authors 
of there calumnies \vere ruch whore circumfiances render
ed them moll ibarp and fevere; for they were the Scribes 
and Pharifees, or the milliners of thore times, who ferved 
in the temple, as the \vhole hiftory ihows, and his OWll 

natural relations, as appears from Mark iii. 21. John vii. 
3, 4, s.-Another remarkable aiBiaion our Lord endured, 
was temptation, and that of the grolfeft kind, as is. plain 
from Matth. iv. 3, ...... 11. We are told, "he was in all 
" points t~mpted like as we are, yet without fin." What 
was the precife nature and influence of fuch temptations 
on him~ we cannot know; only it deferves notice on this 
particular, that whereas fome of the other afiliaions he 
endured, were rueh as his perfeCt purity could not but 
render mote tolerable than otherwife they would llavc 
been, this on the other hand, was fuch, that by how much 
the more pure and hGly he was, fo much the more dillrefs 
would he feel on being affaulted with the vile temptations 
of the devil, and having llis horrid and abominable fug
geftions prefented to the fancy. I only further mend. 
on his fufferings, from fympathy with others. The moll: 
excellent and worthy of the human kind are ruch as have· 
the tendereft feelings of the fufferings of others. Now, 
fince he was a perfea man, fitlCe tendemefs feems to 
llave been his ruling charaCter, and his errand into the 
world a meffage of love flowing from infinite compaffion as 
its cauie) we mull fuppofe him liable to the fevcreft fur. 
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ferings or this kind. I know the hard-~arttd, felfifh 
wor~ will find it di5cuk to conceive this as a (Garee ,I 
revere rdering. efpttiaHy fuch as haft no regard to any 
thing beyond this world.. But this is not the we witla 
aU; for I am certain tt.ere are fome whore fhU'peft pangs 
have been occafioned by the fufferillg$ of others, efpeclaUy 
When of a fpiritual kind. To mtln (ome conception or 
this, let us imagine, what mull be the anguifh of a pious 
and affeaionate parent, on the death of a wicked child. 
who apparently trod in the path of the deftroycr, and of 
whom he hath the gl eateft reafon to fear, that he no fooner 
clofed his eyes on the light of this world, than he lifted 
them up in the torments of hell. Now, as compaf600 
was ftronger in none than in the man ChriA Jefu~ fo noDe 
eould have fo clear a view of the mifery of thofe who were 
the objeas of it; and therefore, no doubt, this was a fource 
of the deepeR aJBiffion to his foul. 

(4-) In the laft plac~: the afiliaions of our Lord not only 
ccntinued but increafed, through his life, fiJI they, at )afi~ 
urued in an extnordinary con8itt with the powers of 
darknefs, and an immediate fubjection to the wrath of a 
fin avenging God. Let it be obferved, that though I 
here.. mention particularly his enduring the wrath of God, 
as the laR and finubing part of his fufferirigs, I do not 
mear to confine his fufferings from the haud of God to 
this feafon. Without all queftioD, every part of his hu
miliation was fatisfa&ry to the divine juftice, and con. 
tributed to appeafe the wrath of God. This cup was put 
to his mouth fo foon as he affumed our nature; he conti
nued to drink of it daily, and was therefore jufily ftiled a 
man of forrows; but, in the clore of life, he came to drink 
off' the very bittereft dregs of it. The waves of divine 
\vrath went over him; and lIe waded Hill deeper and 
d~~per in tIlis troubled ocean, till he was well nigh over. 
whellned. That Chrift fllfFered under the \\'rath of God 
in an eminent degree, is manifeft both from ihe proplle. 
cies of the Old Teftan.ent, and the relation given of the 
event in the New. Ifa.liii. 5-10. " But he was wounded 
" for our tranfgreffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities: 
" the chaftifement of our peace was upon him. and with 



" his ftri~ we are healed. All we, like fheep. Mft 
- gone ailray; we have tamed aery aae to his own ny, 
.. and the ltri hath laid OIl him the iDiquity of us all. 
• He .IS oppded, and he was afIIiaaI, yet- he opened 
• IlGt his mouth: he is lnught as a Jamb to the Aaoghter 
• and as a theep before her fhearers is damb, Ie he o~ 
• edt not his 1D03th. He was tahn from prifon and &om 
&I judge ... : aad who flWl declare his generation? for 
u. he was cot. ont • the laod cf the living: for the 
.. tr.Ulfgrdlion of my people .. he ftricken. And he 
• made his grave .ith the wicked, and with the rich in 
" his death, becaufC: he had done no violence, neither was 
tt any deceit ; •• his mouth. Yet it pIeafed the I..d to 
,. bruile him: he bath put him to grief: when thou fhak 
" make his foul an offering for fi~ he fhall fee his feecL he 
., ilWl prolong his days, and the pleafure cl the Lord IhalI 
" profpet' in his band." See the Jelation of his fofferings 
in the garden, M~tth. xxvi. 38, 39. "Then faith he un .. 
"to the~ my foul is cxc~ng forrowful, even unto 
l' clcatb: tarry ye ~ and .atch with me. And he 
~ lrCnt a little furthera a..W}() feU on his face: and payed, 
" faring, 0, my Father! if it be pofJi~ let this cup ,a& 
" from me! Devertbelefs, not as J wi)!, but as thou wilt!;t 
AiaTlt xiv. 33, 34. 35, 36. "And he bketh with him 
&c Peter, and Ja~ and John, and began to be (ore ama· 
" zed, and to be very heavy .. and faith untl) them, my foul 
" is 6ceeding fOliowCuI unto death! tarry ye here, and 
" watch: and be went forward & littl~ and fell en the 
" ground, and prayed, that if it were poffible the hour 
" might pafs from hi.-n! And he faid, A~ Father .. all 
'e things are pofIible unto thee: take away this cup from 
" me! nevenh~lers, not wbat I lviII, but what thou wilt !" 
Luke %sii. 43., 44- "And there appeared an angel uoto 
U him from beayen, flren~ing him; and, being in 
" an agony, he prayed more eameflly! and bis fweat 
u w~ as it were, great drops of blood falling down to the 
" ground !" 

That the lame deep di~rs of fOlll continu~d upon the 
cror~ is plain from this lamen~ble excJam~tion, l\{atth_ 
x~n·ii. 46. h And, about the ninth 110\:.1") J~rus cried with 
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CC ;& loud voice, faying, Eli. Eli, lamafab;A~ht1)ani! that 
" is to fay, my God, my God, ,,,by haft :hou forfakc:n mt:!" 
In what Inannet', precifdy, Chrifl fufft:red the wrath of 
G~l on this cccaf:.on, it W011Jd be too bold for us to de
termine j wheth<:r it was only God's \\:-itlldra\\'ing froln 
his human foul the conlforts of his fenfible prefence-his 

• being affauhed and diflreffc::d with the infernal fuggellions 
of tbe dt:vil-his ha\'ing a lively piCture prefented to his 
imagination of the nliferies of mankind here, and hereat:' 
ler, cn account of fiu, and fuffering with them by com· 
paflion and fympathy-or, finally, God's pcfiti\rely in
Billing upon him, for a fearon, the fame punifhment in 
kind,:lt leaR, if not in degree, that fliould ha\ge bt!fallen 
thore for \\~hOnl he fuffered, and ,\rhich the illlpenitent fiill 
fhall for ever endure~ Tllis Jan is by fome fUPl)oted iln
poffible alld contradiCtory, as much of tlleil"' mire!)' ariles 
froln an evil confcience~ from \Vhich he was abfolutely 
free; a.ad from defpair of mercy, which none win affirnl 
that even God's defertion of him at that a\vful fcafoll (lid 
impJ)·. It is probabie, there was a lllixture of all thefe 
pJJticulars in his Iningled cup. And .. as to the lall, 11hall 
ouly fay, that the pain and anguifh t~at follows any re
Beaion of a rational foul is only conneCted with it by the 
determination of Goo. the Creator of our fpirits: therefore 
it was certainly ill the power of the Alillighty to itlfliCl: a 
fenfe: of pain in any kind, or in any degree, on the holy 
created foul of the man, Chriil Jefus. And I fee no other 
ccntrariety to the divine perfeCtions .. in infliCting that very 
anguifh on the holy and innocent Saviour, thall in fubfli. 
tilting hinl in our room at all, and bruifing him for our 
iniquities. One thing is certain, that, in his life, ancl at 
his death, he futtered what was a full reparation of the dil: 
honor don~ to G!Xl; a fufficient vindication of the purity 
of his nature and the authority of his broken law, and wh:lt 
purchafed pardon and peace, fanCtificatiorl, and eternal 
glory, to a wJlole \\~orld of eleCl: fiollers. 

A:ld no\v, my brethren, from this vie\v, did not our 
Redeemer travel in the greatnefs of his firength? \" as it 
a fmall firength that could go through all this track of fu': 
tering, without finking in the way? Yet th:s d!J he with 
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unfbaken conftancy; and, as his giving up his life wa s 
the Iaft part of it, fo he expired not, before he could fay, 
IT IS FINISHED! 'Vell, then, might the anfwer he given 
to the quefiion in my text, Who is this that cometh from 
EJom, 'With dyed garments from Bozrah? this tbat is 
glorious in his apparel, IrOtJ~lIilzg in tk greatness of his . 
$lrenglh? in the words that follow, " I that fpeak in righte-
" oufaefs, mighty to fave, " 
~r e proceed to obferve in the third place, that the glory 

of our Recileemer in his fufferings, appears from the purity 
of his carriage, and the perfe8ion of his patience under 
them. The fOflner confideration 1hows his natural 
firength, (fo to fpeak) and this his moral excellence. Af. 

- fli8ion is the touchftone of virtue, tries its fincerity, and 
illufirates its beauty. Therefore we are told, Heb. ii. 10. 

,.. That it became him, for \\' hom are all things, and by 
" whom are all things, in bringing many rons unto glory, 
" to make the captain of their faJvation perfect through 
" fofferings." Nothing could give a greater value to the 
facrifice he offered up, than the meeknefs and patience 
with \\7hich he refigned that life which was not forfeited, 
but voluntarily fUPTendered. Ifa. liii. 7. "He \Vas op
u preffed and he was affliCted, yet he opened not his 
" mouth: he is ~rought as a lamb to the !laughter, and as 
" a fheep before her fhearers is dmnb, fa he opened not 
" his tnouth. " It is worth wllile to refleCt, on tllat conti
nued and invincible patience \\'ith \\yhicll he \\7ent through 
the feveral Reps of his fufferil'lgs: that reproach and ca· 
lumny, that contempt and abufe, which he met with from 
thofe in wllofe intereft he Was fo deeply engaged, did not 
excite his indignation, but his companion. Luke xix. 41. 
,'- Alld \\1hen he YlaS come near, he hebeIcl the city and 
" wept over it, faying, if thou hadft known, even thou, at 
" lean in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 
" peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes." 'Vhen 
his ignorant difcip]es would have defended him from the 
atraults of his enemies, he fays, Johri xviii. 11.-" The 
" cup which my Father bath given me, {hall I not drink 
" it?" When he entered upon the Ian and heavieR part of 
his fuiferings, . and began to feel their anguHh, he fays, 
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Jobn xii. 27, "Now is my foul troubled, and what fhall 
., I fay? Father, fave me from this hour! but for this 
"caufe came I unto this }lour." And in that dreadful 
feafon, when in the midfi: of his harden con8ift, this is 
the forln ~f his prayer, l\fatth. xxvi. 39. "0 my Father! 
" if it be poffible let this cup pafs from me: neverthelefs, 
" not as I will, but as thou wilt." And a little after, 
verfe 42. "0 my Father! if this cup may not pafs away 
" from me, except I drink it, thy will be done." 'Vas 
not this divine glory fhining through the dark cloud that 
encompaffed him? Was not this the patience of a God 1 
And, in fpite of the fhame of the crofs on which he hung, 
did it not confirain the centurion that attended his cruci
fixion to fay, 4' Certain!y this was a righteous man! Tru. 
" ly this was the Son of God !" 

In the laft place, The glory of ~ fuffering Saviour ap
pears from the end he had in view in his fufFerings, and 
which he fo effeCtually obtained. This was none other 
than the glory of the great God, and the everlafling {alva. 
tion of deB: finners. It was to do the will of his heavenly 
Father that he came into the world, and in doing this he 
delighted. To\vards the clofe of his life he thus addreffcs 
his Father, John xvii. 4, "I have glorified thee on the' 
" ea~"th; I have finiihed the work which thou gaveft me 
" to do." He not only exhibited a fair and bright image 
of the divine glory in his perfonal charaCter, while he 
dwelt anlong us, full of grace atld truth, but in his \90rk 
as Mediator, illuftrated all the perfeaions of God; and in 
particular, glorified his jufticc and magnified his mercy. 
If therefore a worthy end beautifies and ennobles an}' dif .. 
ficult undertaking, this excellent purpofe mull: give digni
ty to a crucified Saviour. 

But ought we not to add, the end fo clorely connetled 
with this, the falvation of perifhing finners. Is not this 
a defign, of the beauty of which we ought to he particu. 
larly fenfible? Had not our compaffionate Redeemer fiept 
in between us and the ftroke of divine jufiice, we had · 
for ever lain under the wrath of the Almighty. And, 
Oh, how unable had we been to bear that vengeance which 
was to heavy te him! How glorious does he appear to 
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the convinced finner in his red apparel! :md It"l:at reafon 
~as he to fay, &C 'Vorthy is the lAmb that was lIain, to 
" receive power, and riche~ and wifaom, and ftrcngth, 
" aJlli honor, and glory, and bJefling !') 

l1haU no,~ conclude this head with obfen-ing.. that I 
h2.ve all alon~ confidered Chrift as God and man, in one 
perlon .. our AIediator. I am fenfible, however, he could 
on~y fllfrer in his hum~n nature, and indeed ~ame man 
that he might be capable of Cuffering. But it was the in. 
conceivable union of the human mture with the divin~ 
from which he derived :l1S glory, which g&,-e him ftrength 
for fufferinlt, and made his fufferings of value fufticient for 
tile pllrchafe of O\lr redemption. 

I come, no\v, in the lall place, to make fome pl'daiCal 
impro,·ement of what hath ~n faid. And, 

Ill, ,V e art!, he~, called to admire and ado~ th~ un
fearcllabl:: wifdom, and unfpeakable love of God. 1nen! 
is a boundlefs depth in aU the works and ways of God, 
and particulaT ly hen:. Upon a flight view, ,.·e may be 
apt to take offence at the CrofCi; to hide our faces from 
him; to he difgufted at an incarnate God .. t~ Lord of glo
ry, defpifed and tramplc:d. (.I'n by a proud Ph;\ritee; the 
Creator of the ends of the earth nandiu~ at the judgment
it:at of a weak mort:J ; and the .i\uthor ot'life ti\·ing up the 
ghoft. B~,t, upon a nearer infpeffion, mull we not ad
mire the harmony of the rli,·ine attributes, in our redemp
tion, llpon this plan? th~t there perf~aions ,,"hich fee,n 
to limit each other in their exerciie, thou!d ~, in con
juu8ion, l!!Ore illuftrioufly dif11b~-ed: that God"s i!lfinite 
holinefs, and abhorrence of fin, nay, his impartial jufiice, 
fholll(l be nlore (lifplayed in the Jh"lrdOll than the condelll
nation. of the linner: that fo fignal a deieat fhoi.~ltl be given 
to tht: ellenlV of fOllls, e,-en \\'"hen he feemed e!\tl~ting ill 
the fll~cerS of his defigns: that our Innl, by death, lhnufd 
eleRroy hiJn that had the )'o\\·er of death, tilat is the <levi) ; 
and, by being lifted up from the earth, as unworthy of a 
place on it, lIe 1houM draw all men unto him, joining tlws 
the extrelnities of glory and ba!c.:'Ut'fs, power and hUlnilia
tion, and tra,reUing in tbe greatnds of his nren~th. 'This, 
without doubt,. fhaU afford fuhj~a lor the adorill~ inquiry 
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of glorified faints to etem31 3~S: :tnd "oe on~!'t !n ~rln 
it here, raying ,,·ith the Pftllmift, Pfal. hndi. 17.. " Hil 
" nalne thall cn(lu~ fore'·~r; his n30ae fil:1;) be continu~ 
" as IOf!2 as the fuo; alld ~n fhall be bicf:'ed in llim; 3~1 
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II natiolls thall c~1 him bleffed !" 
2dl~·, S.d&:r me to impr~)\'e the fubje...'\, hy fhewin~ tlle 

guilt 3nd dan~r of all who are not reconcile,l to -God1l 

efpecial1r tbok, who, by continuing in uubdief and im
penitence, fhall die in that c(\\ldition. There is nothing 
we can nlore jufily infer fro,n what bath be-en raid, than 
the holillefs of GOO, and his detefbtion of fin. Such is 
the hanln~fs of ~art of nlanv linneTS, and fllch their par
tia1ity to thenlfc:1ves .. that it ls a matter of the utmofl dim
culty to convince them either of their g'uilt or (!anger. 
But,. if you ha\~ any belief in the truths of the ~orpel, if 
you helie\"e the certainty of that tranfa8ion ,,-hien we are 
this day to comnlemorate, y,;th what fear and tremhling 
ought JOu to re8ea upon the juftice of God? If he punithed 
fin fo k\-erely in the perron (If his own Son, hOlY fhaU he 
punifh it in the perfons of the finally impenitent? If a 
tenlporuy fuftering of the wrath of God was fo terrible to 
hiol, \,~ho travelled through it in the g' eatnefs of his 
flrengtll, what fhall it be to thofe WJ10 fhall lie under it to 
eternity, without th~ lean ray of hope or confelation ~ 
,,-hat fhall it be to thofe who fhall have nothing to fupport 
them in their unchangeable abode, but all accufiog con. 
fcience, and def~,ir of mercy? ' 

I cannot help obferving, hear it, 0 finners, and mm
hIe! that a defpifed gofpel fhall be an aggl1wation of the 
guilt, ancl an addition to the mifery, of all to WhOlll it was 
offered, Heh. ii.~. u For, if the word fpoken by angels 
"was Redraft., and every tranfgrefiion and difohedience 
'.' receiv~ a jun recompence of reward, how than we et: 
" c:ape if we neglect fo great falvation :"-Heb. x. :l8, ~9. 
-" He that defpifed l\!o!es' law died, without mercy, un· 
,~ dt"r two or three witnefs: of how nluch forer puniOl- . 
" Dlent, fuppofe ye, fhall he be thought worthy" who hath 
" trOlldell llllder foot the Son of God, arid Ilath count(l 
" tIle bl()()(l of the covellant, wherewith he was fanai6ed~ 
" an unholy thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit 
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" of grace ?" The feverity of the punilhment of finners 
~jeaing the gorrel, Ihall bear a jufl proportion to the love 
and mercy of God manifelled in that difpenfation. If 
there are juRly called unfpeakably great, the other mull be 
inconceivably dreadful. Every drop of that blood, which 
was fpilt in behalf of finners, 1hall be as oil to the flames 
that confume the impeni!ent, and make them bum \vith 
greater fiercenefs, to all the ages of eternity. Remember, 
I befeech you, that our Saviour thall continue in the cha
raeler of adminiftrator of the covenant of grace, till the 
final doom of finners be ordained. The fame perron, 
whore foul was made an offering for fin, and who groaned 
on Calvary, fhall, one day, come in his OWl) and in his 
Father's glory, attended with his angels, as the mininers 
of his juftice; then "ellery eye 1hall fee him, and thofe 
" alfo that pierced him, and all kindreds of the earth iliall 
" wail becaufe of him.,J Then how 1hall his enemies 
ftand before him, "rhen thofe \vho came to apprellend Ilim 
fell to the grouD<i, at his \vord, even in his humiliation ? 
Thofe who obftinate)y refufe to be the trophies of his 
grace, {hall then be the monuments of his 'Vengeance. It 
is very remarkable~ that as the nation of the Jews were a 
people uncommonly favored of God, particularly by the 
enjoyment of the perfonal minifiry of Chrifi:, and hearing 
the gracious words that prO\;eeded out of his mouth; f~ 
when they had iilled up the meafure of their iniquities, by 
rejecting him, the judgment that fell upon thenl was the 
moil fignal, and terrible, and laning, that ever was inflia· 
!d on any people. In this they were an example of the 
fate of a \vhole world of finners; and, indeed, the de. 
flru8ion of Jerufalem is defcribed in fuch terms as do na. 
:uraJIy fuggeft: to us the final judgment of the world, and 
teach us what to expeCt, "when the Lord Jefus fhall be 
, revea.Ied from heaven, in flalning fire, taking vengeance 
, on them that know not God, and that obey not the gof
, · pel of our Lord Jefus Chrift." 

" He that hath e2Lrs to hear, let hinl hear." No\v the 
~ :aviour is in the pofiure of a humble fupplicant, fianding 
a t the door of many hard hearts, and k.nocking, and alk .. 
ing admitlion. Now does .he earnefily befeech YO\1, by 
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l1is mercies, to be reconciled to God; but then filall he 
put on the frowns and terrors of a judge; and how fhall 
they be able to lift up their eyes towards him, who now 
trample upon his love? See a repre fentationof this nlat
ter, Rev. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17. "And the heaven departt'd 
" as a fcroll when it is rolJed together; aqd cve'1' Inoun
c. tain and illani were moved out of their places: and the 
" kings of the earth, and the great men, alld the rich men, 
" and the chief c,lptains, and the mighty men, and every 
"bondman, and every freeman, hid themfeh'es in the 
" dens, and in the rocks of the mOllntains; atld faid to 
" the mountains and rocks, fallon us, and hide us from 
" the face of him that fitteth on the throne, and fron1 the 
" \vrath of the Lamb; for tIle great day of his wrath is 
" come; and who ilial) be able to Rand !" It is remark
able, that the wrath here fpoken of, is called the wratb of 
the Lamb. Strange expreffion indeed! but firongly lig
nifying, that his prefent meeknefs, and patience, and fut: 
fering 1hall inflame and exafperate his future vengeance. 
Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, 1 would befeech 
every finner in this affembly, to confider the things that 
belong to his peace-that the fame firength· and power of 
our Redeemer, that was evident in his fuffering in our 
Read, that is evident in working out the falvation of his 
Own people., fhal! alfo be evident in the judgment of his 
enenlies. Pfal. ii. II, 12. "Serve the Lord with fear, 
" and rejoice with trembling. Kifs the Son, left he be 
" angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his wrath is 
" kindled but a little: Bleffed are all they that put their 
" trufi in him. " 

In the 3d place, I wo'lld improve this fubjett, for the 
encouragement of finners to return to God through Chrifi. 
It was for this very end, that God laid- help upon One that 
is mighty, and raifed up a chofen One out of the peop'~. 
Is there, then, among you, an awakened finner, who 
trembles at the profpect of Divine wrath, upon whofe 
heart God, in his mercy, has carried home a conviaion of 
his loft flate, and who is' crying out, JYhat shalll do to 
be saved! Behold, here, the peace-fpeaking blood of tlJe 
Lamb of God! Behold, here, not only your ranfolll paid, 
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and juft;ce fully f:ltisfied, but a powerful, an Almighty Sa. 
viour, ahle to fave to the uttermoll, all tl:at come unto God 
by him! He h3s ROlle through his wor~ in the ~atnefs 
of his fi~ngth! He hath wiled Jour fpiritual enemie~ and 
Dlade a the\\' of tlw:m openl~·, triump.~ing over them in his 
crofs! 1\1 y brethren there is toe g: eater need earneRly to 
L'ltre:».t your 3t~ntion to this.. that a flothful defpolxkncy, 
sntl difSJcnce of fuccefs.. is what keeps Blany finnen 
f:-Oln a he3rty return to GOO. lneTe is more of this in 
the: h~uts of (f"'sny than they themfeh't's are aware of: I 
do not mean 1.:fpair of mercy alone, but defpair of rec0-

very front a fiat~ of fin, of deli,-erance &09\ the bondage 
of corrupt:on, uld att~illing to the difpolition and chanc
ter of GIXi"s chiJ(lren. ~e\re there not many of } .. ou~ ray 
~thren", \\'ho, though 10'.1, in fome mcafure, fee the ~~
cdlt:llce and happinefs of :& flate of gY\)f with God and 
holy cQuformity to his will, yet fiw.ling how lirongly YOll 

are 'vetl~led to the \vorlit and its fi.lful enjoynlents, and 
kncwing, by e~perience, the unfuccefs.'hlnefs of former te
tOluti:ms taken in your own llr.!ngth~. you have no hope 
of fucceis, and fa, in a fullen obflinacy, refufe to attempt 
what you ~hink yeu C3nnot accomplifh? Do you not fee, 
from \vhat hath been faid, both your former error, and 
what is no\Y the proper cure? "roo can do nothing of 
yourfdves; but thl'Ou~h Chrift ftrengthening you, you 
may do all things. He is an Almighty Saviour: he is 
ftronger than the ftrong man who <letains yoo in bondage: 
he is able to knock off the ftrongeft fetters, and Jet the 
prifuners go free. '\!Jlc:refore, I befeech you, my dear 
friends1 as you value your everlafting intereft, that you do 
tlot fit !iiU and llerilli. but arire and be doing, and the L.om 
will be \vith }'ou. 

III the 4th place~ the falne inftruaion, \vith little dif
ference" ma}~ be given to the people of God. As felf. 
rightcoafilcis and felf-confidence, are the ruling charac. 
ters of tIle unregenerate: fo they ~'.re difeafes never en
tirel}- curecl ill this w\)rld, e\ltetl ill the beft, ancll3lnellta
hly prevalent in many of God's own chiidren. lis their 
work is to obtain a ""aory over their corruptions and gro\V 

in the c xc.:rdfe of cw~ry Chriilian srace, tbt=y Oflt:ll at-
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tempt both there. too much in their own flTength. As the 
naturd and unavoidable confeqaence of this, they meet 
with frequent difappoiDtmeDts; thefe make them ready to 
fit down in ftotbful care1dnefs, and decline the ftroggJe 
to which they find lhemfClYes unequal. nay, too often not 
without fceret murmurings and complaints apinfl God, 
_ a hud maRer, Rquiring bricks, and giving no ftraw. 
in..flead of concluding, from their unfuccefsfuloefa. that 
they muft have takeD their meaf'ores wrong, they conclude 
the attempt itfelf to be vain, and the work impratticable. 
But, my brethren. here is. truth, which not ooly the 
wor.! of God evcry when: teaches, but which almoft ~Y«J 
part of his Pro.icknce towanls us is intended to ratify, 
tbtu ill us tIfI1I:II~lh ". good tbmg. that we can hudly 
have too low an opimon of oor own worth, .. oor owo 
ftrmgth; bat, at the fune time) that God is able and 
willing to pc:rrea ftmlgth in our .eakneIS. Be is able to 
upholcl the weakeft fi:If-deoic:d Olriftian in the midA of 
the mol cIangereus temptationa, though be often fut£crs the 
feJf.fuf&ci~t to &II before bi3 enemies. 'Vberefore, my 
dear fiieods. believe in the Almighty power of)"OUr Be
deemer; and I hope you will know to yoar aperieace, 
that d he giveth power to the faint, and te them dat have 
" DO might, he inaeafetla flrength." 

In the Sth ~ faiFer me to impnwe this fabjea, far 
the comfort and RfrefhDlellt of every ctif~ and 
mourning foul. As W&ly ~ heavy laden finoers are 
the perfoo.s to whom the tall «the gofpel is ~ Co 
Corely it &lfo (peaks peace to weary and heavy IIden faints. 
This world was plainly de&gued G a place «trial and 
difcipline, md ROt u complete reft to the drildn:n of God. 
It often ple&fes him, in his fovereign and holy P'Ovidence, 
not only to afBia them with outward trials, bot to hide 
his face from them, &lad vi6t them with diflrcfs of fool. 
May not aU foch f~, hill what has been faid, that they 
are but conformed to their Redeemer i that ~ are but 
treading in the path 1'Ihich he hath fan&i&ed: and is it 
n~ " enouaJt for the difciple, that he be IS his I.fafter ~ 
~, and for the fervant, that he be ~ his Lord?,' It would 
be a great point gained, if we could but be conrinc:cd. that 
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aIliaions are what we muft look tor, and ro Id haftil, 
and Whl, conclud~ that he is .. rebuking us in his wrath. 
h and chaftening as in his hot ctifp1eafu~. n Is it not com
fortable, and is it not true, that Quift hath taken away 
the fting of death, and of :very rulfering from his people, 
and left nothing but that correffion which is IaIthful and 
nece~? Above ill, ought yoo not to look to the POWtf 

of your Redeemer, and his almighty ftren~ as fuf&tient 
to fupport yon now, and at 1aft work your complete de1i
verance? Banifh every thought that tends to repretent 
your cafe. either as tinguJar to abate your fenfc of the eli. 
vine goodnefs, or as defperate to .. eden your hands in 
reeking relief; and make your requeft to God. "with 
" ftrong trying and tears, that he. as the God of hope, 
" would fin p~ with aU joy .. and peate in believing, tIat 
" you may Rjoice with joy unfpeabble, and run of glory .. n 

6th. I WI now conclmle all, uith an cuneft invitati. 
on to all intending communicants, to come to tbe table of 
the Lord, and, by faith, to feed upon the rith enkrtUn
ment that is there provided for them. ~ here the prite 
of your redemption; the evidence and recurity of your 
p.udoo i the feal of God's love to yoo; and the certain 
pledge of every necetrary bldfing. "It pleafed the Fa
"ther, that in Cbrift fhowd all Moers dweD, and of his 
" fulners you may all receiVe, and ~ for p. t, His 
body, broke~ is the bread of life, that mull: nourifh your 
touls to their everlafting ftate,.- His blood, 1hcd, is a De\-er 
failing cordial to a broken fpirit, and a moll excellent Ie. 
frefhment to the foul that pants in a parched wildemefs. 
~hy the Lord himfdf meet with us and biers us, viGt us 
with his gracious prefence, and make us joyful in his houfe 
of prayer. Amen. 
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.. --------.---:~ .. ----------.. __ .. __ .. -..... _-:-_ ... __ ..... __ ... _--
THE DECEITFULNESS OF SIN. 

SERMON 19 . 

••• 

But ~~A.r''''' tmOtMr tIoiIy, .",JUk it ;$ tttHttl:, day; li~t 
tety of you - ""'."N tAr~ tAr tla'titjllllu:s$ of Silt. 

W E fee many myfterious things in the frame of 1Ui

. ture, and the courfe of Providence. But nothing 
em be more myflerious and wonderful than what we may 
often fee in the &ate of our own hearts. When there is 
no prefent foliciting temptation, and when we confider, 
in a cool and deliberate manner, theconfequences of vice 
and wickednefs, even barely from the diflates of natural 
confcience, it feems furprizing, that, in any inft~ .. e 
fhould yield to it; that we fhould be induced to break the 
peace of our own minds, and pn)\-oke the vengeance of 
an Almighty Judge; nay, t~ do fo for a trifling, momen
tary, and uncertain fatisfaaion. But if it be unreafona
hIe to offend God at ~Il, and to take but a fe\V Reps in the 
paths of fin, how much more above Ineafure aftonifhing is 
it, tb~t men OlOliid adhere to their fomler miftakes, alld 
fbouJd not open their eyes after repeated admonitions of 
their danger, and daily experience of ilieir own foUy ! 

I believe every body will be fClllible, that many finners. 
~ven fetting afide the confideration of fome of the moft im-



44 

portant ~ligious truths, aa in a manner (0 dire8ly oppo
fite to their own prefent intereft as is nGt to be accounted 
for, without fuppofing thenl under an amazing degi ee of 
blindnefs and infatGation. This is to be refolved into the 
d«ntfiJlIn$ of sin, a circumftance on this gt eat fubjea 
well worthy 01- our moll ferious attention. 

In entering on the deceitfulnefs of fin.. let us re&.-a a 
littie on the meaning of the exptdlion. \Vho is it that is 
deceived; It is the finnet himfelf. Does be neetl to be 
deceived? Is there not in us all a ftrong e!lough dire& 
inclination to that which is e\»iJ, ready to burR .runder 

" every reflraining tie? There is fo; aJld yet there is I)~ore 
in our dmger than merely a propenfity to fin.. There is 
alfoa deceit and impofition which over.reaches u~ and in. 
rnares us into the commiflion of what, but tOf tbat mit 
take, we would have avoided or abborml.. There is very 
frequent mention made of this in fcripture; many cau
tions againft being deceiv~ i and indeed all Gn is repre
fented as error and delufion, in whick a deceived h~ 
hath ttlmed us afKle. 

Again, if the finner is deceived, who is it, or what is 
it that decei\-es him? He~ we mull obferve, that when 
we fpeak of lin's being deceitful, it is not fo much any 
thing without us, taking :he advantage of our weaknefs~ 
but it is the effefl and evidence of the IllUlgth of corrupti
on within us, ",hich makes us fee things in a wrong light 
and dr~w unjufl and pernicious confequences from them. 
Let us always remember. that the whole frame of nature, 
although it be the fcene of temptation, and even the fuel 
of concupifcence, is faultlefs in itfelf; nay it ~fents us. 
every where with le[ons of piety and obedience te its Au
thor. The miftake here arifes wholly from ourfelves. 
There is a ~markable differellce between the deceitfulnefs 
of fin and deceit of any other kind; in worldly trane.c
tions, the perfon deceived is Dever fuppofcd urRith. 
ful to himfelf, but is impofcd on by the fuperiOl' art and 
cunning of the deceiver.. But it is otherwife in fpiritual 
matters, where the deceitfulnefs of fin is but anotbet fonn 
of fpeech for the corruption and treachery of our own 
hearts, It is true, in rome inflances of delufion, there is 



an a&ivity or outward agents, if I may rpea rOt tJ-.e devU 
.. ~ wicked me~ wh~ We no little induftry to fedac:e 
others, and lie in wait to deceive; but this. if I miftake 
not, does not belong properly to the ~eitfulners or tin. 
which lies in the difpofition of our own tarts. and is .bat 
Jays os open to their roues. 

I fhall only further obferv~ by way of introdoaion. 
that this fubjea is equally applicable to good men and bid. 
Both ought to dread, and both ought to be warned of the 
deceitfulod's of fin; it betrays good men into diftms, as 
,,,ell as bad OleD into ruin. 

In further d!fc:outfing on this rll~ I thall, 
I. Endeavorto open a little the chief branches of ,he 

i«ntfolnm of m.. 
D. Confider ~ dUlJ founded. upon it, of ~"hortmg ow 

tIIIOIber daily. 
m. Make rome praCtical improvement of the fubjea. 

Fi~ then, 1 JhaU endeavor to open a little the chief 
branches of the deceitfulnefs of fin: And I think the de. 
ceitfulnefs of fin may be divided into thefe tbree genenl 
bnnches. I. Its difguifing itfelf, and wholly concealing 
its nature. 2.. Its fomling excufes for itfelf, and thereby 
extenuating its guilt. 3. Its infinuating itfeif by deglees, 
and leading men on from the voluntary commiflion of fo~ 
fins to the neceility of committing more. 

1fl, then, ·The deceitfulMfs of fin appears from its dif. 
guifing itfdf, and wholly concealing its na.ture. ~rhough 
the great lines cf the law of God are written upon the con. 
fcience in Co flrong a."'ld legible cbarafters, that it is diffi. 
cult whoUy to eJrace them, yet it is plain that Olen have 
often brougbt this about to a furprifing d~bi ee. The 
Pf.tlmift David, fen6ble how often fin is concealed from 
our own view, exclaims, Plal. xix. 12, ., \\1110 can under. 
"Band his errors! cleanf~ thou me (ronl fecret faults. " 
What ingenious ri2follings do men often ufe with their 
own minds to prove the lawfuln~fs of what inclination 
leads them to, either with refpea to profit or pleafure? 
When the heart pk,ds the caufc9 the underftanding is a 
\·ery f&lv~rable judge. Every one may find a gre:\t num. 



ber of examples of this in his own experience, and m~y 
daily fee the unhappy efFeas of it in others. 

For the ~tter illuftrating of this truth, tbat lin is often 
wholly rcncealed, even &om tbe man in whom it dwells, 
be pleafed to attend to the following obfervatiolls : 

(I.) Sometimes it fhows itCclfin the prevalence ofJooCe 
principles. I am Corry to fay, that we live in an ~ in 
lYruch infidelity of the gro[eft kind, is fpreading its pollon 
among aU tanks and degrees of men. But why is it fo 
readily entertained? Hecaufe it either fete men at liberty 
from the ties of confcience and a future reckoning al. 
together; or greatly' DMrOWS the extent, and weakens the 
Qbligations of the law of God. How (weet and palatable 
to the corrupt Inind is every thing that removes reftraints, 
and CofFers the &nner to walk in the ways of his own heart, 
and the fight of his own eyes? It is not reafop, but incli. 
nation, that inakes .profelytes to there defh-u£\ive doc· 
trines.. The truth is, would you reafon impartially, you 
would conclude that the principl~-s nluft be faUe which 
tend to ret men at eafe in their crimes. 'Vhen therefore 
th~ arguments in their favor are Co eafaIy admitted, we 
havejuft ground to affirm that it is owing-to the lleceitful. 
llefs of lin. 

(2.) H we proceed from principles to praaice, and from 
generals to particulars, we {hall find how fin difguifes it. 
fel£, and bides its deformity from our view. It never ap. 
pears in its own proper and genuine drefs, nor loves to be 
called by its proper name. Thus excefs and intemperance 
is called, and unhappily thought by many, a facial difpofi. 
tion and good feUo\V1hip. Pride and unchriftian refent. 
ment, is called honor, Cpint, and dignity of mind. Vain 
pomp, luxury, and extravagance, a.--e ftyled tane, ele. 
g~ .. nce, and refinement. Sordid avarice and love of mOe 
ney, calls itf~lf prud~!lce, frugality, and good manage. 
ment.. I~vity, fony, ard even obfcenity, is often called 
innocent liberty, chearfulnefs, and good humor. So 
great is tIle (leceit, an<l [0 fecure does the fin lie under its 
difguire, that a minifler nlclY preach wi~h the utmoft fe. 
Yet ity agaiall there fev ~ral V! ·.:es, and the guilty perfons 
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hear with patience or approbation, and ne\"e1' once think 
of applying it to themfelves. 

rrhia deceit difcovers itfelf alfo by its counterpart. How 
common is it to fiigmatize and difparage true piety and 
goodnefs by the moft opprobrious titles. Tendemefs of 
confcience, is, by many, reproached under the charalkr 
of precifenefs and narrownefs of mind. Zeal againft fin, 
and fidelity to the fouls .of others, is called foumefs, roo. 
rofencfs, and ill nature. There was never yet a faithful 
reprover, from Lot in Sodom to the prefent day, but he 
fufFered under the reproach and fland\!r of thofe who would 
not be reclaimed. I might eafily run over many more 
inftances in both there kinds j for, to fay the tr\lth, the 
whole ftrain of fafhionable converfation is often nothing 
elfe but an illufion put upon the mind, that it may lore 
its horror of vice; and it is greatly to be lamented, that 
this is done with fo much fuccers. In many cafe~ young 
perfons efpecially, L'"C infpired with a hatred and averfion 
Pot true and undefiled religion, and that under the molt 
plaufible pretences. Many, my brethren, there are who 
are far from thinking it themrelves, and yet fall under the 
denunciation of the Prophet Ifaiah, v. ~O-~4- "'\70 un
U to them that call evil good, and good evil; that put 
" darknefs for light, and light for darknefs; that put bitter 
" for fweet, and fweet for bitter. '\\;-0 unto them that are 
" wife in their own eyes, and prudent in their own fight. 
q Wo unto thenl that are mighty to drink \\'ine~ and men 
" of ftrength to mingle firong drink: which juftify the 
CL wicked for reward, and take away the righteoufilefs of 
" the righteous from him. "'bereiore, as the fire devour
" eth the Rubble, and the ~alne confumeth the chaff: fo 
c, their root fhall be as rottennefs, and their bloffom ihall go 
" up as dun; becaufe they have caft away the Ja\V of the 
U Lord of Hofts, and defpifed the word of the l-1oly One 
" of Ifrael, J, 

(3-) But the bigheft dt!gie.e of this branch of the deceit
fulners of fin, is, when it not only puts on a decent and 
lawful appearance, but affumes tlle garb of eminent piety 
aOlI worth. There is nothing impoflible in this. As 
Satan fometimes transforms himfdf into an angel of Ji&h!s 
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Co fome of the greatell fins wil) take the name, arid arfO. 
gate the honor, of the moO: diflinguifhed virtues. I do 
not here IDeaD the cafe of grofs bypocrify; th~t is foreign 
from the prefent fubjeCl. Hypocrites know their own in .. 
fincerity well enough, and only put on an appearance of 
piety to deceive others. But even when there is no 
known or deliberate hypocrify, fin may infinuate itfelf un
der the appearance of the mon important duties. Men 
may indulge the mofl hateful paffions with the greater Ii. 
berty, when they tbink they are doing what is acceptable 
to God. 

The crofs of our blefred :fi;Iafiet is full fraught with in
ftruaion of every kind. It gives· us, particularly. a ftriking. 
example of what I have now raid. His enemies, \vho per
{ecuted him with unrelenting malice through his life, and 
at laft prevailed to have him hanged on a tree, did it, fome, 
no doubt, from a pretended, but many of them from a 
mifguided zeal for religion. He was crucified as a de
ceiver and a blafphemer; and that in this they were mit: 
led, appears from the language of his prayer for them on 
the crofs. '~Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
&ta they clo.,t \Vhat a conviaion 1hould this give us of 
the deceitfulnefs of fin; that the greaten fin that ever was 
committed on earth, was yet confidered, by the guilty, as 
a duty! 

Let us alfo confider our Saviour's remarkable predic. 
tion on the fame fubjet\, and how often it hath been ful. 
fiiled: J obo xvi. 2. , .. They fhall put you out of the fyna
.. ~ gogues! yea, the time cometh, that whofoevcr killeth 
" you, will think that he doth God fervice." My bre. 
thren, think a little on the mauy dreadful perfecutions 
which good men have endured for confcience fake;· the 
terrible tortures -.hey have been expofed to., in. which the 
uttnoft ill\'ention of the human mind has been employed 
to aggravate their diftrefs. Think, in particular, of the 
horribie tribunal of inquifition, which is, to this day, in 
full authority in countries not very diftant; and does it 
110t iufpire you with the higheft detefiation of the bloody 
l vrants? BlAt there is another refteaioll not Co frequently 
~ . 

made, yd at lc:aft c:t]ually proper. How great is the decelt~ 
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fulnefs of fin in the human heart, that can make nlen fup
pofe that ruch atrocious crimes are acceptable to GD\l? 
Yet they certainly do fOe Neither would it be poflibI: 
for them, fo entirely to diveR themfelves of every lenti. 
ment of humanity, if they \vere not inflamecl by the rage 
of bigotry and fdlte zeal. Let not any ima.gine, that thete 
are dreadful crimes, but \\'hich they are 110t in tile leall 
danger of. \Ve. ought to maintain the r.reateft watchful. 
nef$ and jealoufy over our own fpirits. It may very eali· 
1y, and does very frequently happen, that an apparent zeal 
for religion is more than half compofed of pride, malice, 
envy, or revenge. . 

Nor is this all. In the above cafes, by the trelchery 
of the beman heart, fins are changed into duties, alld, in 
many othc;rs, every day, duties are changed into fins, by 
the perverfion of the principle from which they ought to 
flow. Many a fober, temperate perfon, oWi!th his regu
larity nlore to a luft of gold, than tJ any fenfe of duty 
and obedience to God. The defire of praife, or the· fear of 
reproach, is many tinles a reftraint more po\\·erflll tllall 
the apprehenfion of etenlal judgment. lVlen may put one 
duty alfo in the place of another, and by that DleallS COtl

vert it into fin. Nay, with regard to all our duties, 'we 
may be tenlpted to place that trufi: and depen(lance OQ 

them which is only due to ollr Redeemer's perfect righte. 
oufnefs; and, infiead of aCts of obedience, make tllem 
idols of jealoufy before God. 

How great then the deceitfulnefs of fin, which is capa
ble of putting on fo many and fuch artful difguifcs, and 
even to counterfeit true piety, \'lhich {lands in the nloll 
immediate and direa oppofition to it! There are more 
ways than I can pofIibly enumerate, by which men de
ceive thelnf{ ~vp<;, and become obftinate and incorrigible in 
what is evil, by miftaking it fOI' what is good. Jufily does 
the ApolHe, in this paffage, warn Chriflians againfi be
ing hardepP(}; for if tin can hardly be refirained, even by 
the moll confiant vigilance, and the moll fteady refifiance, 
what progrefs will it not make, what flrength mufi it not 
acquire, when it is approvedaod cherifiled, nay, ,,;hen i~ 
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is profecuted with aU that care and attention which ought 
to ha\7e beell emolo,"ed fer its utter (leftrt18ion ? 

a • 

2. In the ft:cond place, Ffhe deceitfulnefs of fin, ap-
pears fro:n its forming excufes for itfelt~ and thereby ex
te~uating its guilt. That it is natural for finners to tor~ 
efcufc:s for thenllelves, and endeavor to extelluate their 
guilt, daily experience is a fufficient proof. Nay, it is 
ufual to obferve, how able, and ingenious, perfons, other. 
wife of no great capacity, are in this art; even children 
difcover the greatefl.q~ickners and !,~(.~Iity in it, and are 
no fooner challenged:ror an}' thing that !~ ~~ifs, than tIler 
are ready to produce an apology. rfhe difpofltion, in
deed, feenls to be hereditalJ·, and to ha\re been hancled 
down to us from the firft plrents of the htlOlan race. On 
their being cllallenged for their difobedience, each of thenl 
confeffes the faa, but immediately adcls an excufe, Gen. 
ii i. 1 I, 12, 13. "Haft thou eaten of the tree, \v Ilereof 
" I comnlande(l thee, tllat thou fhouldeft not eat; And 
" tile man faid, tIle \VOOllI1 ",hom thotl gave!l to be \vith 
" me, 1he gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the 
" Lord God raid unto the \VOrnaIl, \Vllat is tllis tl1at thou 
" llaft done? And the ,\loman raid, the feTl)e11t beguiled 
" me, and I did eat." You \vill eafily be fellfible, tllat it is 
impoffible for me to enumerate the feveral excufes, or dir
tinCt alle\,iating circllmfiances, that o1ay be pleaded in fa. 
'Tor cf particular fins, becaufe tllefe are infillitel}· various. 
I intend, therefore, only to mention fome of the chief 
confiderations that are offered by pretenued reafoners, or 
,,:,hich have a fecret infltlence upon the n1ind of the fin
ner; and which leffen the impreffion of the evil of fin in , 
general. ': .... 

(1.) One excufe, which, however weak, has no fmall 
influence in fetting men's minds at eafe in the commif
fion of fin, is no otller than the commonnefs of it; and 
that there are multitlldes of others in the like cOr'dition. 
It is wondt.rful to tIl ink \vhat boltlI1efs finners often de
rive from this circumfiance, and how hard it is to perfuade 
them of the danger of what is common and generally prac. 
tifed. Even good men are often carried away with pre. 
vailing and epidemical fins. 'V e may take the illufira-
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lion of tbis from any particular fin. lIow ready are men 
to think, and e\'en to f(X'ilk, ill the follo\\-ing InaOller? 
If this be a fin, I anl fure I anl not ftll~u)ar in it; there 
are many others guilty as well as I. They feern to look 
upon the praCtice of others, as a fort of fllpport and juflifi
cation of tht:ir 0\\·0 concluct. 

But, my bretllren, I befeech you to confider 110\'1 delufi,~e 
and dangerolls ti1efe tllougllts are to }"our immortal fouls. 
If any credit is to be given to the fcripture reprefentation, 
the hUlnan race, in general, is under gtliJt: and therefore, 
the commonnefs, nay, the univerfality of any praCtice, is 
not fufficient to give it a iantlion, as lawful and fafe. 
'ViII the Jaw of an unchangeable, God be altered or aba
ted in favor of his apoftate creatures, becaufe of tl1eir num
ber? Is tllere {tach a nutnber of offen~lers, as to be able to 
ITlake head againfl tlleir alnligllty Creator? Sometimes, 
indeed, the tranjgreffors of humall la\\'s are fo numerQt1S, 
as to be formidable to their very judges; but no fuch thing 
can take place here. Or will it, in truth, be any.confola
tion to the fufferers in hell, tl1at they have fociet}1 ill tlleir 
torlnent? \Vere a great nun1ber of malefaCtors to be exe
cuted together, would this alleviate the punifhment to any 
one of tllem? I apprehend it woulr} rather increafe it, 
fince they would, in a good meafure, feel each otllers fuf
ferings; as it certainly would add greater horror to the 
fight. \Vherefore, my dear brethren, I befeech· everyone 
of you, to confider the neceffity of reconciliation and peace 
with God, and that it is not lefs important and neceffary 
to you, on account of the multitudes you fee around you 
fo fafl afleep in fccurity and floth. 
. (2.) Anot!ler excufe that nlen often make for their fins, 
is, tllat tiley are cornparati\7ely fillall. ''''''llen they fee, 
think, or hear of the Inonfirolls anci atrocious crilTles of 
others, they are ready to bIers thcmfelves in their fecurity, 
and to recl"on tlpon their lefs clegree of guilt, as a fpecics 
of innocence.. Believe it, my brethren, I have fOlllld, 

with concern, perfons in a dangerous ficknefs, or the pro[~ 
pea of <It!atll, taking COlllfort to tllemfelves, anc} nlention
ing, \~.,'ith lnucll fatisfJC1.ioI1, that they were 110t fo l1acl as 
fome others; that they had never committed this or the 
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other heinous crime; that they had never done as this or 
the other defperate profligate had done, with whom they 
were acquainted. To aU (uch we may jufUy apply the 
words of the apoftle, 2 Cor. X. 12. "For we dare no~ make 
&C ourfelves of the number, or compare ourfelves with fome 
'I that commend themfelves: but they, meafuring them
" felves b)" themfelves,.and comparing themfelves amongft 
" themfelves, are not wife. " 

There is a wooderful propeDlity in the proud fpint of 
man, to gratify itfclf by cOlnparifon ,,~ith others. Com. 
parifon, indeed, is the very fuel of pride; for of what are 
we proud, but of fomething in which it is fuppofed \Ve ex
cel. Is tllere any thing m:':','- conlmon in con\~erfation, 
"'hen any illfiance of the f~i ..;f folly of others is narrated, 
than for the hearers, every one, to take the benefit of it 
to hi m felf, an(l to fay, I am fure I fhould never have (lone 
fo and 10, had I been in his cafe. Scarce any man finds 
fault \vitli another for his conduCl in his Ration, withollt 
blazoning and difplaying his own real or imagined excel
lenc~. I do not fay, that good men are wholly free from 
this fault; yet, as the principles of fin and grace are di. 
reB-ly oppofite, in general, the fame views that make a 
had man proud, tend to make a good man humble.
The grofs fins of others, which incline cardefs periODS to 
glory, that tiley are free from the charge, often tend to 
difco\'er to the Chrifiian the finfulnefs of his n~ture, 
\Vllich is capable of fuch impiety. They fill him with 
humble adoration, and thankfulnefs to that gracious God, 
\vho only maketh him to differ. He kno\\'s, that had he 
been left to himfelf, he might have exceeded the moll 
abandoned profligate within the compafs of his knowledge. 

Let me therefore, my brethren, caution you and myfelf 
againft all excufes drawn from comparifon in any form. 
F'Ol-, not to mention how ready we are to miftake and be 
partial to ourfelves in making the comparifon: not to 
nlention that, though we \\rere ever fo impartial, as the 
hearts of others are not open to us, nor the nlotives of 
their condu8, we cannot make it with certainty: I only 
infift, that all comparifons, whether they he jun or unjuft. 
are unfpeakably pernicious, It is not your being better 
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or worfe than Cithers, that wi!! juflify you he-fore Goo. or 
be the matter of inquiry at the laft day. You will not 
then be atk~. whether you were as profane a blafphemd 
as fuch a per:-.>n t as great a liar as :> ••• other? as great a 
drunkard as another? as g~t a whoremonger as anoth~r ! 
No. You muil be weighed in the balance of the fanitua
ry, and all that are there found wanting, O!Sll be ce.n in
to the lake of fire. You may lea,·e it to a wife ancl righte
ous God to proportion the fevenly of his judgment to the 
atrocioufnefs of the iil:ner's guilt. "But except a man 
" be bom again, he cannot fee the kingdom of Go.::l." A 
man may be drowned in five fathom water, as well as in 
five thoufand; and, therefore~ let none foolifillv flatter -themfelves \vith the hope of feCl1rity, even t)lOUg}l they 
really fee many (to fpeak in the language of fcripturt) 
" tenfold Dlore the children of hell than thelnfcl\"es. " 

(3.) Sinners are apt to look for another fource of e~
cufes for their fins in themfelves. ·rhey are firongly in
clined to make a merit of any aCtions they have done that 
are materially good, and think that fome indulgence is 
due to their fault! atld mifcarriages on tl1at accollnt~ 
They fet their good. works and their faults, as it were, in 
oppofite columns, as if they intended, in that manneT~ 
to ftrike the balance. There is very much of this difpo
fition in the natural unenlightened mind. We find ma
ny fentiments fimilar to this in the heathen world. 'Eve
C ry man,' fays a certain author, 'has fome \7irtues, and 
, rome faults; lle that )lath IDore virtues than faults, is a 
, good man; and he that hath more faults than virtues, is a 
, bad mao. ~ I am fenfibIe there might be fome jufiice ill 
fuch a comparifon, after a perfon has really been brougbt 
to the fervice of God upon genuine principles_ It nlight" 
then ferve to fhew whether God or the ,vorlct hath moft 
of our prevailing love, and our habitual fervice. But this 
rule is highly pernicit)us, when an ignorant or viciolls 
man endeavors to apply it: for, firft of an, thefe very 
aaions, which they fuppole to be good, not flowing from 
a real principle of obedience to God, are falfely reckon~d 
virtues in them. 0 that felf-righteous perJons would bll~ 
faithfully exanline the motives from which man~ t)f their 
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boafie(l "irtlles fll)W! Th~ more tlley kne~· of themfeives, 
antI tlleir o\\-n r~al Cllar_\aer~ the lefs ,,-ouJd they be in. 
clined to glory in its excellence and perfeaion. It is 
cCTt,\in, that even in tIle \\-orI(I, tile more a matl prcfumes 
to c.:olllnlel,(l hi:lllell~ the lefs &t:lers are difpofc(l to efieem 
him; alltl is it not f!range, that the lelf-juliification, 
l,"hich is illf '1'erable to OlJr fe}Jo\\" creatures, flioll](1 be the 
ft)Und3tion of our hope before a holy and heart.fearching 
God? 

Butt belides, I befeech your attention to the foUowing 
circ-' )n~ance : even the fdlfe fuppofitio!l, jun now men
tioned, proceeds upon an abfolute luiflake of the nature of 
moral oblig:ttion. "fhere is no proper merit in the obe
dience of a creature, neither hatll it, in the leal} degree, 
any title or tendency to extillguifh the guilt of crimes. If 
efieem, lo,~e, alltl obedience, all in the Iligllefi (legree, be 
truly and properly due unto G~, no r~\\'ard can be plead
ed for cn account of the performance, much leis can it 
bave the effect of procuring pardon where duty hath been 
negleaed. Let Ole beg of you tc refleCt upon a nlatter of 
experience, which is but feldom attended to. Does the 
genert\l goodnefs of a man's ch~\raaer illcline evell the 
\t~orl(l to il1dulge hinl ill Dlore bad aCtions than another? 
It (Ioes jtlfl tI~e COlltrary. A mall, \\'ho hath beel") enli. 
nent in piety during a long courfe of years, if he goes 
aJ1ray in anyone inflance, will be more deeply reproach
ed, antI Ilis cllaratler wi)) fuffer lnore b}' it, Inlay e,"ell 
fa}·, it \\~ill fuffer an lluo(lred .. told more for the falDe aai
on, thall tIle charaCter of anotller \vhole C011(lu<:t has beel} 
Dlore inlpcrfeCl anti uneq1.1al. 

I look tlpOll it as tIle (luty of a 1T1inifier to 11en(1 his 
\\"11oie force agJ.inll: a llifpofitioIl to felf-rigllteoufllefs. Anll, 
illtlt'e(l, \Vlletller \\'e t:lke it from fcripture or rearon, \\ge 

fhall fee that the hope of a finner mull: arife not from ex
tetluation, but COllfctlioll; not from hunlall merit, but 
from the di,'ine mercy. This is fo plain, that had men 
b:lt any real and jull convitiions of t~eir obligations and 
(luty to God, 1ucll a })lea \\'ould Ile\1er come illto their 
ntinds. Suppofe any perrQn were challenged for a debt 
which he really owed, and he Ihou1d allfwer in this man· 
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n~r, It'is very true, I ~a\'e not paid tbis; h~t I p:l:d a 
debt to ,'011 at ruch a time, and ano!htr at fucll a time~ 
and a th-ird at fuch a time; would it not be nltura) for the 
other to reply, True indeed; but were not all thefe dth~~ 
fep~ulte)y due? will your paying one dHcharbe you frem 
another? is llot this ~s nluch due no\v as an}~ of t!,f: ~'ef1 
were before? If therefore you will ghpe the fame juHice tu 
your l\Iaker that yon expef\ from another, }'ou mult con· 
f(!fs that a whole life of perrea and fpotlrfs obeJit:nc.:: 
would do juft nothing at all to e~tinguifh the guilt ()f tb: 
Je3.ft fin. Be not therefore fo 100lifb as to rdl your hope 
on that felf-rightec'lfilefs, which, in truth, is no bettt'r 
than filthy rags, and 110\VeVcr excellent ;lOll perft:a it 
were, could ha,,-e no effect in piocurillg the: forgi\·en~Js of 
fill. 

(4-) There are fome to be found, who entlea,"or to e~· 
cufe their aaual tranfgrdlions, as bdng no more than the 
necefiary effe8s of original fin. This we find fi'eq:l~ntJy 
clone by thofe who are no friends to rc:ligi(\n in general, 
and, perhaps, believe as little of the realit}~ of original a~ 
the guil t of aaual 6n.. In fucb, therefore, it is no more 
than a pretence, that they nlay rid themfelves of th:! ap
prehenfion of both.. But there are alfo fome who do not 
feeln to be enemies in prillciple to the trllths of the goli)~). 
who yet are very ready to excufe themfd\'es for parti~t:la.r 
fins, by laying the blame upon their nature in general. It 
is my nature, they will fay; I bave fo fit'ong a difpol~tic:l 
to it, that I cannot help it. 1'hus they feem to fit qaite 
eaty under the dominion of fin, and, by giving up ,,11 
hope of overcoming it, are led to forbear all endeavors to 
refift it, 

On this I cannot help ohfer\·ing, again, how oppofite 
the principles of fin and holinefs are. Ffhe fin of Ot.Jr na
ture, which, in true penitents, is matter of humiliatioll 
and forrow, is cften produced by others, as an ~xtenllati
on of their crimes.. See how the Pfalmifl David exprdfes 
himfelf, Pfal. Ii. 5- "Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity; 
"and in fin did my mother conceive me." rrhefe words 
were not fpoken by 1\'ay of alleviation, but confdfion and 
aggra\·ation. In the fame fpirit does the apoft1: Pc!uJ fpelt!;. 
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in a great part of the feventh chapter of the EpifUe to the 
Romans, particularly verfes I~ 2~ "For we knoW' 
'" that the law is fpirilual; but I am carnal, fold under 
&& fin. For that which I do, I allow not: for what I would, 
U that do I not; but what I hate, that do I. If then ,I do 
,~ that which I would not, I confent unto the law, that it 
U is good. Now, then, it is no more I that do it, but lin 
" that dwelleth in me. For I know that in me (that is, 
" in my ftefh) dweUeth no good thing: for to will is pre. 
" fent with me; but how to perform that which is good, 
.. ~ I find not. For the good that I would, I do nGt; but 
" the evil which I would not, that I do. No\v, jf I do 
u that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but fin that 
U dwelleth in me. I find then a law, that \vhen I would 
U do good, evil is prefent with me: for I ddight in the 
~, law of God after the inward man. But I fee another 
u 1~\V in my members, warring againft the law of my 
,: mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of fin, 
• which is in my members. 0 wretched man that I am ! 
" who {hall deliver me from the body of this death? 

·rhat there is fomething myfterious in the firfl occafion 
and conveyance of original fin .. on which captious perfons 
tuay nife cavils, to perplex themfelves antI others, I rea
rlily allow. But, after all they can fay, it is certain, both 
frOD1 fcripture and experience, that all aCtual fin is not 
only perfonal but voluntary. Is there any perfon. who 
will dare to maintain) in the face of his Supreme Judge, 
that he is laitl under compu1fion, or an irrefillible neceffi. 
ty .. to think, fpeak, or do what is wrong? Does any man 
commit fill, but from his own choice? Or is he Ilindered 
irom the performance of any duty to which he is fincerely 
and heartily illclined? ]f this were indeed the cafe, it 
WQul(1 not be true, what we are told in the 1acred oracles, 
that God will be "jull when he fpeaketh, and clear wheq 
~ he judgeth." 

1 mull alfo obferve, that, upon the plan of the go fpel , 
the force of this excufe is entire1y taken away; becaufe 
the reOl1ovation of our natures is there afcribed to the 
power and energy of divine grace. Though W(t are not 
~ble to reform our natures, God is able to renew thenl. 
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Thotlcyh \ve cannot refifl: corruption, God is able to rub. 
('1 

due it. OUl" weak and helplefs fiate by nature, is fo far 
from being a proper excufe for fin, that a jufl and hum
bling fenCe of it is the very firU Hep to\\~ards a recovery. 
h Of ourlelves, \ve are not able to do any good thing, but 
" through Chriil Hrengthening us \ve may do all th ings." 
,\Ve are exhorted to pray for the influences of the Spirit, 
in the [ure hope of acceptance: "Afk, and ye fhall re
" ceive; feek, and ye fhall find; knock, and it fhall be 
" opened unto you." So that, on the prevailing of fin, 
\ve have juf1 reafon to take the whole blanle upon our
fel\~es, and to fay, "We are not firaitened in God, but 
" ftrai~ened in our own bowels." 

(S.) 1 n the laft place, forne are bold enough to excufe 
their iins, as being only the effeCts of the irrefiUible \vill of 
G-od, who hath decreed whatfoever conles to pals; ionle 
in a more artful and covered way; and fome more openly 
and ex plicitly Inake ufe of God's abfolute pre-determinati
on of every event, as taking away the guilt of their volun. 
taryactions. This hath been a very old excufe. It ,vas 
the fpirit of that language you find, Ezek. xxxiii. 10. 

" 1"herefore, 0 thou fon of man, fpea.k unto the houfe of 
" Ifrael, thus ye fpeak, faying, if our tranfgreffions and 
" Ollr tins be upon us, and we pine away in them, how 
" fhould \ve then live ?" r-rhe falne thing is mentioned by 
the apofile Paul, Rom. ix. 19. "Thou wiit lay then unto 
" me, \v hy doth he yet find fault? for who hath refilled 
" his \viIl!" This infamous and blafphemous excufe is 
not only often made for particular fins~ but is made a pil. 
low of floth in general, and finners lay thcmftlves afleep 
upon it in fecurity, faying, if it be the will of God, they 
fhould be faved, the event is infallible, let them take evel· 
fo defperate a courfe; and if otherwife, it is ilnpoffible for 
them to oppofe his irrefifiible decree. 

In order to oppofe this profane perverfion of divine 
truth, let me put you in mind, what fin and folly it nlufi: 
be in us, to fet the nature of God at variance with his re
vealed \vill, or one declaration of his in oppofition to ano
ther. It is fronl the fcriptures alone, that you learn 
GO(l's fupreme dominion and appointm~ut of every event. 

\70L• II. H 



"he Dcctitfuiness oj Sin. 

And is it nct certain, that the fame fcriptures do lay the 
guilt or finfulnefs of every aflion to the finner's charge? 
Does not God abfolutc1y refufe, nay, in infinite conde
fcenfion~ he folemnly protefis abrainft having it imputed to 
bimfeIf. Let the guilty hear and tremlI.-, Ezek. xxx~ii. 
I I. "As I live, faith the lord God, I nave no pleafure in 
., the death of the wicked, but that the ''licked tUTtl from 
" his way and live. Tum ye, tum ye, front }~our evii 
"ways; for why '~ill ye die, 0 houfe of Ifrae1 !,J And 
again, James i. 13 .... Let no man fay, when he is tempt
" ed, I am telilpted of GoL Ir for God cannot be tempted 
" with evil, neither te~lpteth he any man." Perhaps, 
fome will fay, we cannot reconcile the certainty of ever.ti 
with the freedonl of aCtions, or the imputation of guilt, 
Bu· what is this, but t"lying W(; &ire not able to fathom or 
cor:' ,~rehend the perfeCtions of an infinite God ? And is 
this -a.~··.V caure of wonder? It wou1d not be the true God, 
if you could fearch him 01.1t; -it \vould not be the Almigh
ty, if you could find him to perfe8:ion. "It is higher 
, .. than heaven, what canft thou do? Deeper than hell, 
&C \v)lat canft thou kno\v? 1'he Dleaftlre. thereof is longer 
" tllan the earth, and broader than the rea." 

Surely, my brethren, it is rnanifeft, tllat the fame Go(l, 
to ,vhorn all his \vorks are known from the beginning of 
the world, and who rules by his power for ever, hath 
eflablifhed a neceffary connexion between the means and 
tIle end, bet\\·een the caufe and effeCt. Anti, as it WOllld 

be altogether madnefs iTI common life, to fit frill and for. 
bear aCl:ivity and diligence, under pretence of its being 
impoffible to hinder or alter the will of God; fo it is 
equall}· mad and impious, to lay the blame of our finful 
hearts and inclinations on the appointment of God. He 
can and dotll control and over-rule, by his fovereign pro
vidence, allllis creattlres and all their actions, in a fub. 
ferviency to his own glory; but, as to the finfulnefs of 
every deed, the finner alone is chargeable with it, and in 
the day of judgment, the finner alone muft anfwer for it. 

Before I proceed to the third bral1cll of the deceitful. 
nefs of fin, I mull beg your attention to a few obfervati. 
ons on what hath been already faid. And, 
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1ft, You may obferve ho\\' various anu invol\yeJ, and 
how deep-laid the excufes for fin are. The ways of the 
,vorld, the general prevalence of fin, and many of thofe 
very circumftances which OU~11t .. ') make us dread its in
fluence, and fill us \vith abhorrence of it, are frequently 
n1ade ufe of to extenuate its guilt. The corrupt inclina
t\on of our hearts, which is the fouree of all fin, and may 
be raid to be the etfence of fin, is often made ufe of to ex
cufe or palliate its effeCts, as the badnefs of the tree for the 
lournefs of the grapes. How ill qualified are we to judge 
fairly on fuch a fubjeCl:? We are partial in our own caufe, 
and give an unjufr decifiol1 from our relation to the pan
neJ. Down then \vith the reafonings of the carnal mind. 
SufoeCt them, dread them, fhut your ears againfl: them. 
"\l'hat reafon is there to fit do\vn in filence, and humbly 
acquiefce in the account given us of our charaCter, and 
frate, by a Gad of infinite holinefs? There is no error to 
blind his judgment, no interefi: to bias his inclination, and 
there is no equal who may contend or enter into judglnent 
lvith him. 

2.dly, You may fee that the excufes for fin, are not on. 
ly infufficient, but deeply criminal. In the fornl they 
aifume, they may appear plaufible; but, when they are 
ftripped of their difguife, '~hey will appear to be horrible. 
The immediate pretence may appear to have nothing very 
atrocious in it; but when they are traced to their [ource, 
they will be found to take their rife froln the moil malig
nant infidelity or atheifm in the heart. You fee, front 
what has been raid, that many excufes for fin, at lail, land 
in laying the blame upon God himfelf. All the encou .. 
ragement we taKe in fin from the divine p3tience, all our 
abufe or perverfion of the gifts of nature, or the courfe of 
providence, lands ultimately here. Let us therefore pray, 
;hat it may pleafe God to open our eyes on the wonders of 
his law, on the riches of his grace, and the greatnefs of 
his po\ver. Let us cOIlfefs, that "to us belongeth fhame 
" and confufion of face; but to our God belongeth mercy." 
Let us adopt the words of the I1falmifi, Pfalm xix. 12. 

" Who can underfiand his errors? Cleanfe thou me from 
" fecret fau\ts. n 
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3. I proceed, now, to the third and Ian branch of tile 
(leceitfulnefs of fin, viz. Its infinuating nature, by wllicn 
it leads men on, in an infenfihle manner, from one clegree 
of wickednefs to a higher, and, after the voluntary com
miffion of fome fins, lays them under a fort of neceffity !,\f 
committing more. i think it is probable that the apotlle 
had this particularly in his view in the text, where he fays1 

Exhort 011: another daily1 while it is called to-do); lest 
tl1lJ cif JOIl ht: harde~d through the deceitJulne.ts cif sin. 
And certain it is, my brethren, that wicked men (10 not 
fee the whole cOlJrfe they are to TUB at Olle vielA', but are 

• 
drawn in bv little and little.. Take the moll: abandoned 

01 

£Inner in this guilty ,,·orld, and there ,vas a tinle of his 
life when be would have trembled to tllink of the crimes 
which he afterwards comlllitted. Thus Hazael, King of 
Syri~ when he was told by the prophet Elifha, of the un· 
natural barbarity and cruelty he would be guilty of an10ng 
the children of Ifrael, be cOlild not believe fo ill of himfelf, 
but anfwered, with a kind of abhorrence, "\\:nat, is tllY 
" fervant a dog, that he fhould do this great thing ?" But 
ruch is the nature of fin, that it carri~s men aw a}' , if they 
yield to it, itlfinit~ly farther tllan they themfelves intendell. 
'Ve fintl this taken notice of by nloral writers in every 
age and country. Many of the ancients ufed to reprefent 
it by a very expreffive fimilitude, viz. that the way of vice 
lies do\vn hill; fo that if YOll take but a fe\v fieps, the mo
tion is loon accelerated, and becomes fo violent allcl inl
petuous, that it is impoffible for you to refill: it. 

This is certainly a circumftance, \\~ith refpett to the na
ture of fin, which lies at the foundation of praaical religi
on, and to which I would particularly intreat the attention 
of the younger part of my auciience. Neither is it un· 
fuitable to perfons of any charaCter, as it will contribute to 
enforce upon their mincls, a fenfe of tIle neceffity of con
ftant vigiJance, and of conHant prayer. In order to re
prefent the matter to you in the fironger light, I fhall en
deavor to lay before }·OU «)Ole of the chief fiells and grada
tions by which a finner is brought into a hardened flate; 
and {how how naturally, and in a manner necefiariJy, they 
lead Ilim for\vard from one to another. 
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((.) l\Ien enter and initiate themfdves in a \,ic,oU& 
practice by fmaUer fins. 'rhou~h e\'ery fin hath that ma
lignity in it that it defen'es God's wrath and curfe hoth 
ill this life and that \\-hich is to COllle, ,'et tllere arc JOllie 

J 

fins, \\1hie)), in tlleillfel,'es, as well as from fe\~t:r~.l cir-
cumfiances which atten(l tlleln, are far more heinous in 
tIle fight of Go<l than otllers. TJlefe are too alarlllillg tn 
tile COllfcience of a }~oung filliler; alld, ther~fore, he OIl)}' 

,~entures upon ruch as ~re [maIler at firll. I hope }'Oll 

\vill not think it too minute or trifling, if I rnel1tion that 
every particular kind of vice creeps in, in this gradual 
manner. Many ha\'e begGll to fleal~ \vilil takil1g away 
things without their parents kno\v1edge from tlleir 0\"-11 

hOllfe, thinking there could be little fault in tIltS; a11c1 tIleR 
picked up fmall things, perhaps, from people of better 
rank, faying to themfeves, they will never be the worte of 
it, they can eafily fpare it; but time has perfeB:ed them ill 
their trade, till they ended their days upon a fcaft"old. 
Some have begun with little arts of e<.luivocation, and con
cealing tIle truth, who, in time, oaDle to boldllefs alld ob
ftinacy in grofs faUehood. And many have begun wi~ 
levity of carriage, anti vanity of drefs, who have ended in 
lull, whoredom, and open profiitution. 1\1y brethren. 
though we are all born in fin, and powerfully inclined to 
that \\1hich is evil, from our firll entrance il1to the \vor1d; 
yet we ha\7e alfo a witnefs for God in our O\\'n confci
ences. Tllere feelns to be fome reluClance in tIle firll 
commiffion of fin; fome forrow and regret for departing 
innocence. It is a faying of one of the heathens, " No 
" man becomes all of a fudden very wickC!d!" or, if I 
nlay ufe the expreffion, is nlade perfeCt in fin. It ufually 
takes fome time, and is carried on by progrefs and illl, 
provement, though fome, alas! make wonderful 'proficien~ 
cy in it, and advance at a very great pace. Thefe Jdfcr 
fins, then, are the introduction and preparation for what 
afterwards fhall follow; they begin the attack upon COI1-

iciellce, whicl1, at laft, en(ls in a total overthro\v arld de. 
feat. 

(2.) I~t us no\v fol1o'N tIle fillner to tIle Ilcxt fia~~e Qf 
IllS unhappy courfe. Having once begun in the ways (if 



iin, h~ tentures upon fomething grfater and more daring; 
his courage g:-ows with his experience; and he gh-es him
tell' more liberty to walk in the ways of his own heart, arl(l 
the fight of his own eyes- No\,., lins of a deeper dye do 
not look fo frightful as before. Itf!le reafon of this is plain, 
or ratber there are many reafons ,,-hich concur in produ
cing this dfeC\:. CuRom makes every thing faoliliar, even 
to defpifing the authority of God, and counteraaing the 
ftrongeft obligations. Sinners, after fome apprenticefhip 
to this infamous trade, commit fuch fins as lay walle the 
confdence, and offer the greateft violence to tDel(' 0\\"0 

mind~ j there ftiil lead for~"ard to others, and to e\~cry new 
trallfgreflion, if I may fpeak 10, they are driven by a Ilrong. 
cr inclination, anei with-held by a \veaker refiftance. No 
fin comes by itfelf aJone, but Rands in clofe connexion 
"ith many others. Son-Ie fins teach us how to commit 
others, as welJ as afford an opportunity to do it. I have 
heani of a fervant who went into an apartment with no 
other intention than to gratify appetite, by making free 
with fome fweet-meats; but happening to fee fomeihing 
very valuable lying open, which might be euly conceal
ed, could not refill the telnptaticn, but commenCClI thief~ 
and, came, at Jail, to a milerable end. Many fins alfo 
bring others after them, as excufes to cover thenl. So 
that no perfon, who OIlce breaks Oyer the limits of dear 
and unqueflionable duty, knows how far he may be carri .. 
ed before lle returns back, or rather whether he may not 
be (0 deeply involved, as never to return at all. This leads 
llle to obferve, 

(3-) That open fins foon throw a man into the hands 
of ungodly companions. 'rhis effect is necdfary, becaufe 
they determine his charaCter; and according to the old 
obfervation, thofe of like difpofition, by a natural and pow
erful :nftinCt, are led to affociate together. No fooner do 
men begin to take liberties in their conduCt, than they be
gin to {hun the fociety of good men; the prefence of fuch 
is a refiraint upon them; their example is a reproof to 
them, and aw:lkens any principle of confcience, which 
yet remains unfubdued, to reproach and fling them ; 
whereas, in fociety like themfel\'es, they are greatly em .. 
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boldened, by f~eing vice praaifed~ and by hearing it jufli .. 
fietl. Bellold the finner, then, \vitll corrupt conlll1u:iic~. 
tion as well as corrupt inclination! rthe danger of this 
we are warned of by the apofUe Paul, I Cor. xv. 33-
"Be not decei\'ecl; evil COlllffiunications corrupt good 
It mal lne rs. " As united fires burn the fiercer and tl-.e . 
ftronger; fo a fiuful fociety impro\·es and grows in im. 
piety, and every nlember joins hb brother's poUution to 
his own. It is not e-:U}' to jay, how much profane com· 
panions are intlrumental in reciprocally undoing one ano.
ther.. But furely if thofe, otherwife virtuous, are often 
in danger of beil1g led awa}? ,vith the error of tIle \\lickecl, 
much nlore milll they who are themfel\'es fo difpofed, and 
and are every whit as ready to follo\v a bad advice or exam. 
pIe, as others are to give it. 

I cannot forbear adding upon this fubjea, that feriour. 
]y difpofed perfons are as much afraid of the fodety of 
loofe perfons, as they are impatient of theirs. 'This makes 
the reparation Rill more complete.. And e\'en ". hen they 
are occafionally joined, the fear of caning their pearls be
fore f\vine, who may ttample them under their feet, and 
tum again and rend them, oftel1 fhuts their moutlls. It 
prevents them from giving that falutary inftruction, and 
nfeful admonition, which their heart might dictate, or the 
neceffity of the cafe might require. I confefs, my bre. 
thren, when I confider the unfpeakable advantages for true 
piety, which arife from the re!ation, the company, or the 
friendfhip of e~inent Chriftians, it fills me with the deep
eft concern for thofe unhappy perfons, who, by their con. 
dua: and circumftances, are necefiarily deprived of every 
thing of this kind, nay, are daily expofed to all the con· 
trary fnares. I dare fay, not a few in this affembly will 
bear witnefs. as I defire to do with inward gratitude to 
God, \vhat infinite berlefit arifes from the fociety of tIle 
excellent ones of the earth; to lla\'e been infliuCl:ed alld 
trained up by piOllS parents in the fear of God; to ha\'e 
had your lot caft in a family whic!l was a houfe of pra}'er ; 
to have the faithful admonitions of a truly confcientious 
friend; and to have the daily edifying, reHraining, com·· 
forting, animating example of an eminent Chritiian, a.s 
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~ell as a fhare in his fervent prclyers. Nay, 1 will fay 
more, the very precious remembrance of fuch, after they 
ha\'e elltere(l into refl, \\-hether parents, chilllren, friends, 
or neighbors, has the nohlen and happieR effeCt in re· 
proving our floth, and flirring ns up to be 6' followers of 
U them, who, through faith and patience, do now inherit 
,~ the promifes. " Ho\y miferable th9fe who arc: \vho)Jy 
ignorant of every fuch privilege! How deceitful is Jin .. 
which dail)· atlOlillifier tile n1011 (lea(lly poi ion , alIt), at 
the very fame time, dores up the way cn e\>ery ~de, and 
debars the infetled vittim froln eve!}" meal} that nlight 
contribute to his cure ! 

(4.) In the next fiage, the finner begins to feel the 
force of habit and inveterate cuRam. The frequent re
petition of aCts of fin confiitlltes a habit. How po\\-erful 
this is, and hard to be overcome, experience is a daily 
:ftanding proof. 'Ve are \\"arned of the danger of habitu
al wickednefs in many paffages of fcripture, particularly 
Jer. xii.· 5. "If thou hail run with the !ootmen, and they 
.. , have \vearied thee, then ho\v canfl: thou contend witll 
" horfes? and if, in the land of peace, wherein thoutrufi .. 
,~ edft, they wearied thee, then ho\v wilt thou do in the 
U fwelling of Jordan?" Chap, xiii. 23. U Can the Ethi. 
" opian change his {kin, or tile JeoparJ his fpOlS? then 
" may ye alfo do good, that are accuflomed to do evil." 
Nature: itfeIf, in this, as in many other inftances, is full 
of fpiritual inflru8:ion. Habits of any indifferent kil1d, 
\vhen once efiablifhetl, can hardly be overcome even by 
tIle greatell: eflort of reloJution; even any motioll of the 
body, or any particular won! or phrafe in difcourfe, if 
once they have taken place by cullom, are hardly ever 
laitl ClOWI1. But, it lUllfi be obferved, that habits of fin 
are not oilly infinitely more hurtful than habits of a com
mon ki11d, but they are alfa nlucll lnore obftillate. Fl'hey 
£·111 ill \11ith the bellt and difpofition ()f corrupt nature; and, 
tl1crefore, are like a llouble cord, not eatily broken. 

Behold then the finner rooted and fettled in an evil way! 
Bdore, it lni~ht have been expeckd, thcit, an awful dif. 
penlation of Providellce, or tIle con,rincing clenlOllfiration 
of the word of God, might cave had' an efitd upon him; 
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bat DOW', though it is Rill poBibJe, it becomes lefs an(1 
Je{s probable. A tree, "'ben it is neu-)y planted, mal· be 
~afil1 removed, or may lle o\1tertumet) by a blan of \~ioo; 
but, whell once it has fpre~l its roots in the ground, anll 
long kept its po[effion, the 1noft violent tempeR may ben,1 
its top a little, but cannot nlake its firm foundations.. So 
the finner, that has been long habituated to wickednefs, 
and i:onfirmetl bj9 a long courfe of time, \vill Rand even 
the ftorms of aflii8ion, and, if they do bend his haughty 
fpirit, yet they wiJl not break his flubborn heart. I do not 
Dlcan to fet bounds to the almighty power and fovereign 
grac~ of God. He, no doubt , may, and, in fome inftan .. 
ces. ilas pluckt the moll advanced fimlers 3S bran(ls out 
of tile fi~.. Bllt there: inftances are few and uncomlllon~ 
for rome of the gieat ends of Ilis government. It is not 
the ordinary ,,·ay of his dealing with us; am} be hath fllfli
ciently warned llS againll trufting to it. He hath threat
ened to make the fanner feel the natural confequence of 
obfHnacy, by ceafing to nri~e with him, and giving him 
up to the lutls of his own heart. 

It is an awful, but!' ufcful lelfon which young perf"os 
may Jearn from what they fee in tIle world about thenl. 
Thote who have been long habituated to idlenefs, wh:lt:t 
hopelefs thing is it t~ attempt to bring them to apply? 
prhofe who have been long habituated to drunkennefs an,l 
intemperance, or fenfuality of any kind, ,,-e ought not tn 
fay they are inclined to it, but they are compelled to it by 
the irrefiUible calls of thefe appetites which they are no 
longer able to control. All who obferve them, are fo fc:n
fible of it, that they confider it, as in vain to f~ak to them, 
~d think they may jull as well fpeak to the wind or the 
norm: nay, we 0131 often perceive the poor unhappy 
wretehes themfelves fenfible in fome meafure, of their 
captivity, thOllgll unable to break the chains that bind 
them. Some tlrunkards ha\pe been known to be fille(l 
with the deepeft ve~a!ion, and ready to tear their own . 
Belli, on refteaion of their heaRly condition, and yet 
drawn, by an irrefiftible force, to the next temptation-
Nothing can ret in a dearer light the q~ceitfuJn~fs of fin, 
th:lll comp:uing \he ftrength of habits, with the flo\\' and 
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filent manner in which they fleal on. One lingle a8 of 
6n Jeems nothing; but one alter another imperceptibly 
ftrengthens the difpofition, and enflaves the unhappy cri. 
minal beyond hope of recovery. 

(5-) The next fta~e in a finners courfe, is, to lore the 
fenle of fhame, and tin openly and boldly. Sin IS, in it. 
felf, a difhonordble thing, which bath, in many inflances, 
tbe teHimony of mankind againn it, though their pra8ice 
be on its fid~. Hence comes ·1te \9~il and covering of 
hypocrify. Moll part of fins are the works of darknefs, 
becaufe they Ihun the light. But, \",hen once a finner has 
come to a certain deg. ee, he throws off e,-ery malk or 
covering, anel fins in the face of the fUll. He no more 
feeks darknefs for his evil deecls, b\~t \\~alks as " defiru8i-' 
" on that waileth at noon.tlay . U The obferving eyes, and 
cenfilring tongues of men, are, now, no bar in his way; 
fince the n~nJ!th of inclination antI habit is fuch, that' he 
muD indu1ge himfelf, he takes courage, and refi:fes to be 
reftrained. 

The prophet Jeremiah mentions it as an evidence of a 
high degree of der-neracy in the children of Ifnel, that 
many of them had loll all fenfe of fhame, Jeremiah vi. 15- · 
U Were they afbamed when they had committed abomi
~, a'tion ? nay, they \\~ere not at all afhamec:l, neit.~er 
" could they blufh: therefore they fhall tan among them 
" that fall: at the tiole that I vifit them they fhall be call 
'~down, faith the Lord." And, without all queftion, it 
is an evidence on an uncommon height of impiety, wl:en 
even na.tural fhame is gone; and whoever are in that con
dition, have Ion a very powerful knee to virtue. So 
long as 'lhame remains.. it is a great draw-back upon thenl 
in their Ikentious praCtices; but, when it is no more, 
they are without curb or renraint. they dratv inifuity 
'«'llh CO.Tc/s of "oniry, alit! sin, (l$ it 'Were, tv;th a COTI
,.O~_ And that men are naturally carried to this bold and 
fhamdt:fs impiety, is evident from the ,gery nature of the 
thing. Repeated aas of fin, which ronft be knowll, of. 
fend natural modefty fo frequently, and accuflom a man 
fo Inuch to fharne, that Ile lofc:s the fenfe of it in tilne alto
gether. Of this we have but too many ex~nlples. 
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(6.) Another Rage in the finner's progrefs, is, to har
den hinlf~lf 10 far, as to fin \\·ithout remorfe of cOlltcic!nce. 
Tile COllfcience of a filliler, for a ]on~ tillley l)e~\rs its tef. 
timony againfi him, and every outward indulgence cofts 
him fome ill\Vanl uneafirleJs; but, after he 11ath g:iven 
himfdf over to abandoned wickednefs, it frequently c·eafes 
its reproof. This vi«ory he may obtain two different 
ways: I. 'The eafieft and fpeedietl way is by hearkening 
to loofe principles. Thefe, at once, fet the mind at eafe, 
and blunt the reproofs of conrci~l)ce. B\lt of lllis I have 
fpok~n on a former head. 2. ~lte ~her way is praCtical. 
"The frequent repetition of atrfCioas crimes ftupifies the 
confcience. l'bey, as it \vere, w~1}· it out, at)cl uri've it 
to defpair. It is much the fanle lfith tIle nlOllitor in our 
own breaU, and an)- friend whooas a concern for another; 
if he finds that inflruai(l~, ~m~nition, reproach, are all 
in vain, he, at lall, loofens the reins, and fufiers hiln to 
take his courfe. Now, \vllat muil be the condition of a 
man, who has out~tlilned even his confcience itft:lf? he 
mull furely be kept within no bounds, but triumph in his 
nliferabJe conquefl. The apofile Paul t~lIs us, I 1~im. 
iv. 2, of fome who are guilty of" fpeaking lies in hypo. 
c, crify, having their conicietlCe feared witll a hot iron." 
And thus defcribes the condition of fome finners, Eph. iv. 
19- ",\Tho being paft feeling, have given thetnfelves over 
" unto lafcivioufnefs, to work all llncleannefs with greedi. 
"nefs." Perhaps, it may be thought fome degree of com
fort to a finner to have overcome his confcience, fo that he 
is no nlore harraffed with its reproofs. But confider, I 
pra}F yon, that all that he hereby gains, is only to be a lit
tle farther out of the way of recovery, a little nearertode· 
firuaion. What avails it, that he has rendered Ilimfelf 
infenfible of his danger? This will neither fcreen hinl 
from it, nor make it lighter when it falls. There is fome. 
thing, on the contrary, extretnely terrible in the con(iiti .. 
on of that man who is infenfible of the judgment awaiting 
bim, and Hill going on, till he lift up his eyes in torments 
that fllall never have an end. But, before tJlis, he has 
frequently fome further fieps to go. Having finifhed his 
charaa:e~, lle proceeds to fillifil llis ,,'orl~; alld, therefore, 
ill the 
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(7.) Place, Improved fanners often come to boaft and 
~lory of their wickednefs. It is 10mething to be above 
fhame j but it is more Hill to glory in \vickednefs, an(l 
efieem it honorable. Hear what the apofile Paul fays of 
inch, Phil. iii. 18, 19. "For many walk, ofwhonl1 have 
" told you often, and now tell }·ou even \\1eeping, that 
" they are the enemies of the crofs of ehrifi:, whofe end is 
~, deilruction, whore God is their belly, and whofe glory 
4' is in their fhame, \\·ho mind earthly things." ~ow 
Jnao}" are theretwho havtfitudied to excel each other in the 
~1orious art of debanchclly and riot, and then proclaim 
their own praifes upat'l thl {ubject ! How dreadful and 
ho\v pernicious a charaCter-! for it is never feparated 
from itf. counterpart, c1t!fpifing and reproaching true reli
gion, and a Redfaft adh~re'nce to its la\vs. It gives me 
great concern to fay, that there is'ro much pains taken 
aOlongft us, to give countel1al1ce to profanity; fo that it 
requires 110 fmall meafure of courage and refolution not to 
be afhamed of our Maner's c-rofs. Fro what height of 
\vicke(lnels are thofe arrived, WI10 have tl-luS inverted. the 
n:ltural order of things, have 111afiered their own judg-
11 lent, and turned their reafon upfide down~ Glorious 
ambitioll indeed! to have made fuch a progrefs do\vo\vard 
toward the brute creation, both as-to their bodily appetites 
and the fentimellts of their tniIlds. There relnainetll but 
one fiep more for tI1em to take, viz. " 

(8~) Not to be content with being wicked themfelves, 
but to ufe all tlleir art and infi uence to make others [0 too. 
This is to be zealcms in £Inning, and indufirioufly to pro
mote the interefi of the infernal Catl[e. How often <.10 WQ 

fro ; thofe who have no fear of God before their own eyes, 
nit: their utmofl endeavors to extingllifll it ifl otllers, to 
laugh down the quallns of their- confciences, \ and break 
any reluCtance they may feem to have at running to the 
fame excefs of riot with tllemfelves? Some are fo emi
l1ent this \vay tllat the}' refenlble the Ph-arifees \vho " com· 
" paffed fea and land to make one profelyte," and when 
tiley had made hilT), tht y 111ac.le hinl "two.folcl more tIle 
" child of hell thatl t ~lemfelves." So \viII zealots ill vice, 
compafs feaand lando-to make a proleJyte to the devil. It 
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is 11ard to tell to "rhat we fhould attribute this extraordina
ry condua. Is it that they are really· perfuaded they have 
lnade a \vife choice, alld out of their great generofity and 
alIeCtion to their brethren are \villil1g to "1ake tllem part
ners of their joy? l"'his I am afr:lid will hardly be bdiev
c:d by any reaionable man. It is more probable, that as 
they refemble in many other refpeBs their father the devil, 
to they refemble him alfo in malice, '" going about like 
" roaring lions, reeking whom they nlay devour." l~hey 
already begin to feel their mifery by fin, and defire to bring 
as many as poffible into the fame condition, ,\S a wretched 
(and indeed millakenj fouree of cOllfolation in their fu. 
ture \\'0. 

And now to clore the fcene, thofe \\'}10 l1a\?e thus far 
harderled themfelves fhall be given Ul) of God to judicial 
blindnefs of Dlind, and hardnefs of heart. \\Then this 
fentence takes place, they are incapable of mercy.. and 
marked out as veffels of wrath, fitted to deflruClion. 'fhat 
God fometimes, in his righteous judgmellt, lays the linner 
uncler this awful fentence, is evident from the follo\ving 
pa[ages of fcripture, Ifa. vi. 10. " l\1ake the heart of this 
" people fat, and tnake their ear:; heavy, and {hut their 
" eyes: left they fee \'1ith their eyes, and hear witll their 
" ears, and underHand \vith their heart, and coo\Yert, and 
" be healed. John xii. 39, 40. "'fllerefore they could 
" not believe, becaufe that Efaias raid again, he hatll blinu
" ed their eyes, and hardened tlleir heart; th,lt the}' fhould 
" not .fee \vith their eyes, nor underfiand witll their heart, 
" alld be con\~erte(i, and I fhould heal them." Rom. i. 28. 
"And e\7en as they did not like to retain (~od ill tI1eir 
,. lcno\vledge, God gave them over to a repr(\bate nlind, 
" to do thofe tllings which are not conveniellt. " 2 1'hefi: 
ii. 11, 12. "Ancl for this caufe GOt} 111a11 ~re11(1 thenl 
" thong delufions, that they fhall believe a lie; that they 
" all might be damned, \V}lO believed not the truth, but 
"had pleafure in unrighteoufhefs." l'his is; always a 
confequence of their former obfiinacy. As they defpile 
and trample upon his mercy, he gives them over to them. 
felves and the mallers they have chofen; he finilhes the 
day of his patience and long.fuffering, and devotes them 
to the judgment they defcrve. 



And no\v, my brethren, view (and view it with terror!) 
the dreadful conf~quence of the deceitfulnefs of fin, and 
by \Vllat fatal fiejlS it leatls on to that hardnefs of heart 
which is a fure prelude of eternal mifery. 'Vho that 
ventures upon the pra8.ice of fin, ever intends to go fo 
tlr? rJ'hey mean only to take a fhort trial of the plea
fures of vice; hut it gains upon them infenfibly, and fixes 
its hold nill fafler and faller, till they are its abfolute flaveso 
I fnall conclude tllis illliftratioll of the deceitfulnefs of fin 
with obferving, that there is an exaCt: ccrrefpondence be
l\\·een the progrefs of a faint in holinefs alld meetnefs for 
tleaven, alld the progrefs of a \vicked lnan !o fin, and his 
gro\\:ing fitllefs and preparation for hell. A new con
vert fillds it hard at firll to ieparate himfelf from his fins, 
and confine himfelf \vithin the bountls of duty; he has 
fome relenting thought towards his lulls, as old compani
ons from which he is to part forever. Juft fo a young 
alld 1111experienced fiLlner fincls fOlne reluaance at fin, 
fOIDe uneafinefs from the challenges of confcience, and 
painful forebodings of his unknow!l future fate. A goQ<l 
man after \valking fome time in tIle paths of virtue finds 
tIle way become fmootller and eaiier, and ierves God \vith 
greater conRancy, and with greater pleafure. Juft fo the 
finlle.f finds it more eafy, through tinle, to vio1ate his COD
fcience, does it more frequently, and with lefs remorfe.
A good man foon afiociates himielf with the excellent ones 
of the earth, he is inflruaed by their con verfation, enl
boldened by their example, and affified by their prayers. 
Juil fo the finner fooll finds, or is found aut by thofe who 
ar~ like llim in inclil1ation; they join in confederacy, 
adopt each others principles, and follow each others prac
tice. A good man in titne is thorollghly confirmed, 
becomes poffcll of a prevailing love to God and holinefs; 
10 tllat it is his very nature, his delight, as y;ell as duty. 
Jull io the finner, in procefs of tilne, is governed by his 
Iufis: they acquire that at~thority over him that they do 
llot folicit but detnancl indulgellce. -A gooll lnan is 
fortifiecl in his choice, and (lefpifes tIle fmiles and fro\vns 
of a corrupt world. JuR fo the finner lays afide fharne, 
,mu f~1.r5, nay but I will do that which hath proceeded out. 
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of my mouth. A good man is filled with c(\ncern fer 
the intereft of religion. Jull fo the (inner efjlOufes the 
caufe of prolanity, will plead it in his converfation, and 
firengthen it with his fubflallce.-Ill litle, a gO<xl 1)lall is 
at Ian raifed abo\ye the world, his heart is ill hea\~er), and 
he longs to be carried there. Juft 10 the finner fiUs up the 
Dleafure of his iniquity; the internal pailions take polldli. 
on of the "'110le Ulan, he becomes weary of the ear.:l) tor 
the fe\v good men that are in it, and is flllly prC:l}arell toe 
the language of blafphemy and defpair. ' 

II. I proceed now to the fc:cond general head, which 
,,,·as to confider the duty \vhiell is fOlllldt:d by the apofile 
on the (ler.eitfulnefs of fin. viz. mutual exhortation, hx
hprt one allother daily, 'While it is calied, to-day. l'his I 
than do by fome refleCtions on the three foUowing particu
lars. Ill, 1'he perfons who are obliged to exhort others. 
2dly, The feafon in which this duty is to be pertormed. 
And, 3d1y, The manner in which it is to be perioroled. 
if we hope to do it with fuccefs. 

I. As to the perfons who are obliged to exhort others. 
It feems in this paffage to be laid upon Chrillians in gene. 
ral, without any exception, exhort Olle allother; and there 
is little doubt, that it may and ought to be underilood in 
th.! greaten latitude. This is perfectly confonant to the 
fpirit of true religion, to our relation one to another, and 
to the conRant language both of the Old and New.rrefia_ 
mente The two great branches of praCtical religion, the 
heads of the t\VO tables of the moral Ja \v, ar~ Jove to God 
and love to. nlan ~ and as our Jove to man ought to take 
its rife from our Jove to God, fo there can be no expreffion 

. of it more natural, or more nece{fary, than an endeavor to 
warn them of the deoeitful nature and dangerous confe
quences of fin. rrhis is a duty which is founded with the 
higheft propriety on the deceitfulnefs of fin. For as it de. 
ludes the finner himfelf, often in an infenfible manner, 
others may be fuppofed to obferve his condition, and to 
fee the impofition more clearly, and are therefore obliged. 
by the! diC1:ates both of humanity and piety, to awaken 
him as it were fronl his lethargy, and admonifh him of 
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his danger. Oh.. my brethren! confider how clear and 
unquePionable this duty appears in comm~n matters. 
SuppoJe any man were to obferve ;:.n apartment on fire, 
ilnd know of feveraJ perfons flecping o\·er it, or near it, in 
fecurity, when a few moments delay would wrap them in 
the Bames.. what a monfter of ipjuftice and barbarity woulJ 
he be reckonetl, if he did not gi,"e them iOlmediate noti(:e, 
that they might flee frOlu the danger. ]s the danger of fin 
lefs real? Is it lefs terrible? Juft the contrary.. loe lofs 
u{ fubfiance, or tIle 10fs of life, by fire in our d\vellings, is 
tlot once to he comllared \vith having foul anlI body for
ever tornlented in the fire of helJ. 

Agreeably to thi~ we find frequent mention of this 
duty both in the Old and New-Teflament. It is a pre
cept in the Le\'ilic~\ll;t\v, t.ev. xix. 17. "Thou fhalt not 
U hate thy brother in thine heart; thou fhalt in any wife 
" rebuke thy neighbor, and not fufl~r fin upon him." Pro\:-. 
i!l. 8. "--Rebllke a \vife man, and he will love thee." 
Phil. ii. 4. "Look not every man on his own things, 
" but e\·ery man a110 on the th;ngs of others." Heb. x. 
~4. "And let us confi(ler one another to pro\"oke unto 
,-. lo\"e, and to goccl \,·orks." 

There is no t!Ollbt, ::t the fame time, that this clut)·, 
however genera), lies with peculiar and heavier obligations 
on fome than on others, :llld varies a little according to 
the different relatiollS \\"e fiantl in to one another. Yo:! 
will eafily be fenfible how much it is the duty of thofe who 
Ila\~e the minifiry of reconciliation comnlitte(l to them, 
\\'ho are entrufled \\1t ith the charge of precious fouls, to be 
llrgent alld earneft ill their exllortations, to all \\~itllout 
exception; to be at all proper pains to fit themfeh·es for 
awakening the attention, enlightening the underfianding, 
an(l cotlvincing the COl1fciellces of their hearers. It is 
their dllty to do \vhat in them lies, to trace the fubtil 
\vorkings and \\·iI1(lillgS of the hllmall heart, and to kno\v 
the depths of &1tan, as the fcripture e~preffcs it, to de
clare the whole counfd of God, an(l keep back nothing 
tll?lt is profital~!e f{)r tlleir hearers. J t is not to t'le (lenie(l 
that }90a ought to Ilear thelu with patience C\n(t attelltiol1; 
tJ?at ihey hav~ a right to fpeak with freeuom ~nu bo!unefs 
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to perfons of every rank and charal:\er; and t}.at there 
ought to be a particular fire and ed6e in their e~hortati. 
ons, fiDce they watch tor your fouls as thofe who mull give 
an account unto God. 

There is alfo a particular oblig·.ltion upon fllptriors of 
all forts, whether in office, as m~,giflrates; in flation~ as 
perfons of wealth and opulence; in years .. as lhofe whom 
time and experience fhould hav.! enriched witil foJid wif
dom j in relation, as parent$ and mailers of Jamilies, to 
be frequent in exhorting other~, and warning them of the 
deceitfulnefs of fin. It is laic_ upon them, and expected 
of tIl em, t)lat they 1hould not live to themfelves, that they 
lliOIJld not fatisf}r themfelves '\'ith exaCting an(llooking for 
the refpeCt and deference \\l}lich is their due; but that they 
ought to exert themfelves, in giving ufeful infiruClion or 
falutary adlnOllition to all \\'110 are withill their fphere. 
Is fin fo deceitful? Are tlle unwary and ignorant fo ea
fily mifled, and fo hardly reco\-ered? rrhen fure1y thofe 
lvho ought to excel others in kno\vledge, 1hould be care
ful to impart it for the bt;nefi t of th~ weak. U ndoubtedl y , 
my brethren, it is not tlnly a Cllrifiian, but a noble anti 
anliabJe character, for tllofe who are exalted abo\'"e others, 
to be full of compaff!on to their inferiors, and in tll<:ir 

. whole converfation h;eathing a defire after their fpiritual 
good. 

But it is alfo plahlly a part of Chrifiian friendfhip, even 
for equals to exhorc one another, and kindly to commu
nicate their nlutual experience in the fpiritual Jife. "1'he 
" lips of the rightf.OUS (we are told by Solomon) feed ma
" ny." 0 how rare and difficult a duty! But wherefore 
lho1.1lcl it be eithf:r difficult or rare? 1'lle Lo\"e of God 
leads to it. The fiate of your brethren requires it. And 
furely it is neither unpleafant nor hurtful to him that per
forms it. I a'.n fenfible where the difficulty lies. \\r e 
fuppofe there ~_re few who will hear it with patience, or 
receive it wid-, profit. Alas! my brethren, it is too true, 
we hear 011 all hands, complaints, that people will not 
take advice; that they are but offended, inllead of being 
reformed. Perhaps, indeed, this is as much o,,-iog to 
the manner of giving, as to the backwardnefs of receiving 
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counCel. However, we fhall allow the ol~eaion; and 
fince the duty is mutual, I hope it will not be reckoned 
wandering from the fubjea, if 1 befeech you to fubmit to 
one an others ex hortation. \V e all nand in need of it i 
we may aU b: the better for it. What though it be ad ... 
miniftered imprudently or harfhly for the manner; nay, 
~hough it may Bow from envy, pride, or malice, as the 
principle; you will lore nothing by hearkelling to the 
counfeJ. I do not remember any thing recorded more 
truly glorious for a monarcb, than what ,,·e are told of 
Philip of Macedon, that he heard reproofs not only with 
patience, but with pleafure: and I am fure, there is !lO
thing more like a Chriflian, than to profit, not only by 
the admonitions of friends, but by the reproaches of ene ... 
mies. 1 f they are juft, reform wbat is amifs; if they are 
probable, abfiain from the appearance of evil: if they are 
neither the one nor the other, fubmit to them Witll pati
ence, as a part of the \vil} of God .. 

2. I come now to confider the fearon in which the duty 
of mutual exhortation is to be performed, Exhort tm~ 
allother daily, while;t ;s calkd, to-day. By which we 
are to underftand, that it is to be done frequently, and 
without delay. This, my brethren, will perfe81y ac ... 
commodate the fubjea of this difcourfe to our prefent fitu ... 
ation, when entering on another year. We have many 
admonitions of the quick paffage of time; and aJl there 
ferve to enforce the exhortation of the ,vife man, Ecclef. 
ix. 10. "Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
,~ thy might; for there is.no work, nor device, nor kno\v
"ledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou goefi:." 
If any hearer has received a conviCtion of the deceitful
nefs of fin, or the duty of mutual exhortation, be ought 
ferioufly to contiders that the prefent time only is his; 
that he knO\veth not what a day or a night may bring 
forth ; and that delaying 01' pofiponing what he may do 
at prefent, is at the pomble or probable baz1rd of its be ... 
ing left undone for ever. I befeech you, my brethren, to 
make tllis ufe of tIle cOlnmencement of another }'ear. 
1'here is no difference, in one fenfe, between on~ day 
and another, as much of life is fpent, and as much of our 



dJing OW: is wafted in one day as in another; hut our 
computation and reckoning of revolving years, by It.e 
principal fearons, only helps u~ to mark the conlant, 
thou~ filent pabgc of time, which, like a &wing riftr, 
is bearing us all dowD into the GCe4ln of ~temity. B~ 
any of us then a relation, friend, or child, to '" bore eter. 
nal intereR he de6res, or fees it to be his dUlY to contri. 
bute? Jet him be fpredyand diligent, whet~; by inAnI(. 
tiont admoniti~ example» or even prayer: you know not 
how fhort a time the oppomlnity maylaft. By and by 
~l thefe relations fha]J be diftOlved. Ho,Y many who 
were with us Ian year .. ~ now Beeping in the doft. their 
flatt irrevocably fixed for eternity, either entered into refi, 
and happy in their Redeemer"s ptdcnee, or refcn-ro in 
chains of darlmefs, and looking forwaro, with defpair a.nd 
terror, to the general judgment. No .·arning of the de· 
ceitfuloefs of tin there; they know it, and kel it, in in. 
ward reproach, and everlafting ielf-conJemnati~l. 1\0 
'preaching of the gofpe1 there; no hope of recovery.. ot' 

place for repentance there: fo that we may juflly addRls 
every hearer, of the gofpel, in the wonls of tbe apofUc: 
Pau) , ~ Cor. vi. 1, 2. 1& We then, :s workers tObwether 
"with him.. befeech you alfo, that you teceive not the 
" grace of God in vain. For be faith, I have beanl tt~ee 
as in a time accepted, and in the day of &lvation ha~e I 
" fuccored thee: behold, now is the accepted time i be· 
., hold, now is the day of faIntion." 

I fhall only add, that the deceitfulnefs of tir.) and the 
precarioufnefs of time, are eonfaderations ,,-hieh fenwe 
greatly to ftrengthen one another. As time \Vanes, the 
finner harden~; not only is tbe fearon paOing away, but 
the work is becoming flill nlOn: diOicult, and, at laft.. as I 
have fhown before, in the coune of nature, and by the ap.
pointment of God, totally impoffible. It is the danger of 
a hardened flate, that tile apofilC! u,,~s; particularly in thi5 
paffage, as the argument to diligence. BIll ~xhorl Dll~ (;-

1l01~r daily, while;t is call,-d tlJ.da.y: Its' 011)' tJ/ ;'Oll"~ 
hardened through tht dtxntjill"css 0..( sin. _~nd, indeed. 
elfewhere, we are cautionoo againft dela}p, for the fame 
reafoD. 1"'hus, in Pfal. XC,". 7, 8~ -r:hich is ci:ed a fe\\.-
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verfes after the te:tt, u_ To-day, if ye will hear his voitt, 
" harden not YOtlf heart, as in the pro1:ocation, and as in 
u the tl:.y of temptation in the wildemefs." 

3. let us conlitkr the manner in which this e3:hortati
on mull be given, if \\'e hope to do it witb fnccefs, And, 
here, I DlUff acknowledge, there is fo R1Ut a variety of 
Cart'S, that it would be extremely diflicul~ or almon im
poffibl.; diliintUy. to enumerate them aU, and give the 
tliff\!Tent dil taions that are Cuited to each; there muft be 
a gre~t difte~nce in the manner, according to the end pro
pored. SU'leriors of all 'Orts, magifirates, minillers, and 
h~ads of !anlilles, may, 3nd ought to reprove, both ,,,itb 
~uthority a:ld fe\'erity, becaufe the end is not lingly the 
Tefonnation of an individ:lal, but the prefervation of others, 
and the ge:leral good: nay, even private Chrift ians may 
often be called to reprove, in much the fame manner as a 
public teiiimony of their abhorrence of fin: they may 
have it .. chi~dy, in view; to fave or edify the by-flanders, 
by refuting the calumnies of an enemy, bearing (!own tri
umphant wickednefs, or difgracing an open fan or for the 
(levii .. 

But as I reckon the paJrage of fcripture, which is the 
fubjetlof my diJcourfe, bas an eye, chieOy, to brotherly 
admonition, for the benefit of the perron concerne\l., I 
1hJ.l! juft mention fome of the moll important diretl:i<:ns 
for doing it with fuccefs. Thefe thaIl be both ncgati ve 
and pofitive. 

lit You ought not to reprove at all uncertainty, upon 
bare rumor and fufpicion. This is what many people 
}l3ve done, and thereby have, ill a great meafure, )011 all 
tile paillS they have b~tto\ve(l. "'here nlen are reprov~d 
in the \vrong place, or for \vhat they either aie not guilty 
of, or are much lef.e; guilty than is ftlppofed, it often puts 
them upon felf-jullification, and hardens them againft all 
repr(A)f for the time to cOlne. 

2dly. !t oaght not to be done wben the blending per. 
jO!l is in :-,n ill temper to receh~e it, Though no time 
o~,~t to be loft in doing what good we ~an to our neigh-
1''),\ efpecially to the precious foul; yet it is worfe than 
k·:i:l~ time to attempt it~ when he is in a difpofition to rc-
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jetl it: for example, it is ufually improper prefent1y after 
the fin is committ~, becaufe tllen the Ileat is not over, 
nor the uproar of the pa1lions and affeCtions appeared. 
Aiany a domeftic reproof is thro\\Oo away in this manner. 
Perhaps, a hufband comes home difordered in liquor" and 
his ,,-ik meets hinl with a furl}F CQuntenance, alld re
proachful language; the offence is too recently taken by 
her to fpeak with meekners, and the provocation too re .. 
cently given by him to hear \\·ith patience: hence (lif
fenfions and quarrels arife; and, perhaps, he is hardened 
in his fin, by thinking he hath greater caufe to be difplea
fed with his wife for the frowardnefs of her temp:r, than 
fbe has to be difpleafed with him for his intemI~rance. 
011 tile other hand, it is not improbable, tllat, by \vaitin~ 
till the return of calmnefs and refteaion, the fin rna}' L'C 
jet ill ruch a light, as to carry convifiion to the COllfci
ellce, and, by the bleffing of God, prove the mcarls of re
formation. 1\fany are the a(lmirable remarks of ~()lom(,:: 
on this and the like fubjefis; particularly, Prove X\7. 23-
" A ,vord fpoken in due fearon, h6W good is it !" 

3d1y, 'Ve are not to reprove thofe whom \Ve have rea· 
ron to believe to be ruch defperate wretches, th.at the)' 
\vo\lld be but the more exafperateu, and fin in the more: 
daring mannt!r, on account of the reproof. "fo thefe it 
would be no aCt of love and charity, as it would provoke 
them to difhonor God niH more highly, and fo heap niH 
heavier loads of wrath al1d vengeance on their own Ileads. 
It is a raying of Auguftine, one of the fathers: ' If \ve there
, fore abftain from admonifhing wicked men, becaufe the 
, feafon does not fufFer it, or, we fear, they may become 
, ,vorfe by it, tllat feems to be the counfel of charitJ',,' 
And alas! 110\V olany are there, who, whell they are re
provecl for their fins, thollgh ,'ery jllfll}~, are prefentl); 
kindled into a rage, fall a b)afphemin~ and railing ilt piet}'1 
an<l all that profefs it, and feem nlore confirln~!d than 
ever in their hatred and oppofition to it. 1'heretorc \VC 

are exprefsly warned of the danger of this by SCl1omon. 
Provo ix. 7. "He that proveth a korner, gette!h to him .. 
" [elf fhamc; and he that rebul(.eth a \'vicked OlaJl, gc:. 
,~ teth himfelf a blot." And, to the fame purpcf~, CI'.!r ~!:.:~'. 
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fcd Saviour, l\'latt. vii. 6. ,e Give not that which is holy 
" unto the dogs, neither caft ye your pearls before fwine, 
" left they trample them under their feet, and. tum again 
., 300(1 rellcl YOlI." On the other hand, pofitively, when 
reproof or exhortation are adrninifiered, 

Ifl, It fhould be made appear, as much as poffible, to 
flow from love and affoction as its principle. It is plain 
that this ought to be its principle, in order to its being a 
duty acceptable to God; and there will be little hope of 
its ruecefs with men, unlefs this appear to their conviCti
on. It would, indeed, be greater perfeaion to profit by 
the malicious inveCtives of enemies; but every body will 
allow, tllat is not ordinarily to be expeCted; for this rea
fon, all oftentation antI vaill glory is carefully to be avoid. 
ed, and every thing that may look like only affeCting iu
periority; for the fame reafon, it 1hould, in all ordinary 
cafes, be dOlle in as fecret a manner as circumfiances 
'.viII permit it. The cafe )f public offences, to be fure, 
D1Ufi be excepted; concerning which \ve are told, ,( Them 
,'- that nn, rebuke before all, that others alto may fear." 
But, in other cafes, not only of private injury, but of pri
vate fins, the rule of our Sa viollr is to be obferved, Matth. 
:xviii. 15. "-If thy brother fuall trefpafs a-gainft thee, go 
" and tell him his fau1t between thee and him alone; if 
" he fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy brother." I can
not fay all that might be faid on this fubjeCt; but nothing 
can be of greater im portance, than, if poffible, to fllOW 

tllat it flo\vs from love: for, \vhere tIle oftender is truly 
convinced of tIlis, even though he fhould not be reformed, 
it is very fe1dolD that he is difpleafed. Therefore, 

2(Uy, _.tis it ought to flow from love as the principle, fo 
it otlght to be con.duCted witll meeknefs in the fame man· 
nero No railing or reviling expreffions, which will look 
1ike the wounds of an enemy, to dellroy, and not the balm 
of a phyficlan, to cure. Therefore the Aponle gives us ad· 
vice, in the following terms, Gal. vi. I. " Brethren, if a 
" man be overtaken in a fatllt, }'e \"llich are fpiritutll, re .. 
" Hore fuch an one in the fpirit of meeknefs: confidering 
u thyfelf, len thou alfo be tempted." ''fhis laft exprdlion 
gi\'<:s an inimitable beauty to the apofiolic counfel. Our 
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own fins fhould fill us with compaffion as much as refc:nt
ment againft finners, and iliould make us t'-ike the fame 
gentle methods with others that we wOllld willi to be taken 
with ourfelves, if v.'e were in their condition. 'V e are of 
the fame nature, liable to the fame temptations, and, if 
left of God, may eafily fall into the fame mifcarriages. 
Befides, as it is moll fuitable to our flate and charaaer, 10 
it is moft likely to have a proper effeCt. l\leek and gentle 
admonitions will penetrate the heart, when rough and 
clamorous reproofs will be rejeaed ~nd defpifed. Thus 
Solomon fays, Provo xxv. 15,. " By long forbearing is a 
" prince perfuaded, and a foft tongue breaketh the bone." 
And, Chap. xv. I, "A 10ft anfwer turneth away wrath, 
" but grievous words flir up anger." 

3dly, Reproof lliould be given with fome degree orzea1 
as well as meeknefs; we fhould avoid the extreme of re
mi1fnefs as weU as feverity. A flight care1efs reproof is 
often worle than none; for it is ready to make the offen
der think lightly of his own offence. rrhere muft, there
fore, be fuch evident weight and concern of fpirit, as may 
ferve to e"idence as well his danger as your OWIl love. 
For this reafon, I beg leave to obferve, that fpeaking in 
a way of jeft, and merriment, on fins of an atrocious na
ture is deeply criminal, and highly pernicious. Solomon 
tells us, " Fools mal{e a mock at fin." Though a turn 
to raillery and pleafantnefs of temper is reckoned a very 
harmlefs as well as agreeable difpofition; yet great care 
ought to be taken of the fubjeCts on which it is exercifed. 
It is only fmalJer weakne[~s that ought to be treated in 
this manner. Sins againfi God !hould be treated with a 
gravity and ferioufnefs from the importance of their na
ture and effeCts. I fhall give an inftance of tt. is. Swear
ing, and taking the name of God in vain, is fometimes 

... ridiculed, inftead of being reproved. This feldom has 
a good effeCt. TIle crime is of fo atrocious a nature, ancl 
fo direa an a{fault upon the majefiy of God, that it ought 
not to be treated lightly, as only a fman indecorum. or 
breach of good manners. It ought, indeed, to be defpifed 
for its folly; but at the fame time it onght to be deeply 
abhorred for its guilt. 
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4thly; In the Ian pla.:e, In admonilhing one another 
for particllJar fillS, we lllould Ilill keep 111 view the fource 
of all fin, a polluted Ilature; and the great danger of the 
fiol1er, as in a fillful Rate. rrhough particular mifcar
riages may give the occafion, it is of finall moment to 
cOllvince them of the folly of fuch or fuch a praftice, un
lefs you point out to them the neceflity of repentance, in 
general. upon evangelical principles. I have I-.&rely feen 
that any arguments were fufficient to reform a finner of 
an}~ particular fault he 'vas once adtliued to, bllt tllofe 
drawn fronl eternity, and the awful effeCts of the difplea
jure of a holy God. PreferIt illCOn\-eniencies, however 
great, foon Jore their effell, and are tIuite unetlual to com
bat a vicious inclination, or wreflle with the power of 
habit. But, though it were otherwife, what a {mall matter 
is it to cure a man of being a drunkard, or a fw~ar~, or a 
u'horemonger, if ftill you leave him a 1Iave to fin, upon 
the \vhoJe, a iervant of the (levil, and an heir of hel}? It 
is plainly with a view to the final confc:quences of fin, that 
the Apottle recoDlmeruls mlltuai exhortatiOll in this paf
lage, lExhoTI O/~ anotkr J(li~" VJbile it u ta/~ to-day; 
I,:SI any o./)ou !Jc hilrdt:md th'Dltgh the J~c~;tJulMss tif sill. 
\\?ou)(I you, therefore, admonifh any perron to his real 
profit? make ufe of particulars, to convince him of the 
evil of all fin, as fuch, and its power and ;nfiuence over 
him by nature. '\'nen you reprove him for any fault he 
has comlnitted, fllew him the deceitftJlnefs of fin, and 
wbt!re, if he do not fpeedily flop, he will be landed at laft. 
Let his eternal flate be the motive that urges j'OU to tIle 
duty, and let the fame great confideration be made ufe of 
to carry home the inllruClion with power and efficacy upon 
his heart. 

sthly, In the laR: place, Let thofe who would acquit 
tllenlfel\~es of this duty, in a proper manner, be Jlarticu
hrly watchful and circumfpeCl: in their own condua. It 
is evident, that nothing can be "lOre unfuitahle, than for 
thofe, \yho take ullOn them to admonifll otllers, to be 
grofs)y and vifibly blameable theolfelves. It is, indetd, 
io intolerable, that nobody can bear their inflrucUons with 
pltknce. You know, from daily experience, that reed. 
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nlination 1S the lirll thing to which thole who are repre. 
hended betilke themfelves. 1"he mOlnc:nt tlley an: (~h;.J .. 
Jenged, the reply is ready, \Vhy, you YOllrlclt~ do fa :t1l,1 
fo, ~r, perhaps, worfe. So prone an: they to this, thJt 
many times they will upbraid Oleo with innC".cent or !3wful 
things, &\S if th~y were f.ults, to to\·C: th~'r 0\\'0 guiny 
prafike. Now, if this is th~ cate, hO\v much more h:'lft
fiJi ulutl it be for thore, \\·110 reprove otl)~rs, to L~ rr;,ily 
liable: to jutl accufation themfeh-es, and, rerhaps UP')U 

the f.lme fubje8: ? Therefore onr Saviour t:i~'S~ ~'ilh th~ 
greateR ftrenglh and proprie!y, L~lke vi. 41, ,p.,. "Allil 
., \,-hy beholdell thou the illcte th:\t is in th~~ brotJltr 's e~-(', 
" bat perceivefl not the beam that is in thine own eyl'? I. Eitller, ho\,~ cantl thou fav to t!,,- lu'otJl~r, Brothtf, )('t . .. 
tl Ille plII) out the lDote tllat is in thille e~'~, \",hell tl~otl. 
" thy~lf~ beholdeft not the h:am thoil is in thine own e}~ ~ 
" Thou hypocrite, caft out lirll the bean} Otlt of thillC ()\\'Il 

., eye, and then fbait thou f~e clearly to pull GU: the n'o!~ 
" that is in thy b.--others eye?'" Perhaps, my brC:lhr~n, 
f~rne of you are faying within youTlelves: Alas! YOli han! 
now dellroyed the whtlle dru~ of ,,-bat has been crbcd~ at 
fo great length, on the (lut)- of mutu31 t:~hon~tion; Jor 
where is the lnan that is without fin, to repro\'e his neie;h
(lOf ? l\(). bl'f:thren, 110 d\)ubt \\..: h3V~ all ftlch laii!ll;:S 

as Otlgllt to lnake \1S (10 it \vith nlccknels ard felt:tlellial; 
~··et lurely \\'"e both m~'p and oU~llt to \\'alk fo circlln~f:k:ct .. J • ~ • 

Iy, as not to be juftly liable to hca\"y accufations. -"hough 
there is no holding of inlem rente ton~uc:s, yet, 'tlrd)-" 
there is ruch a thing as a conver:ation beconling the ~o(: 
pel, \\~hich \\-:11 entitle the fervallt ofChrifi to ~ppe~lr \rith 
rome lneafure of coura~ in his mall~r's cauf-:; 11:\'-, 311d , , 

ruch an h~bitu3.1 love of n~ankind) as may fome-limes (l~U 
~tlleir cars to his falutary COUllfcJ. .-(\n(l., l'<:lie,-e it, t!:~~~c: 
\vho begin to olake confcience of their duty to their nt'i)~ . 

. bor~ either in a familY',. or a wider 'llhere, ",Hi find its pou'. 
errul and h3.pPY influence as a reilraint upon tb:i:- cwa 
conuuct. .rJ'llcV \,"ill be n~\turall\· led to (!ollt,le t!~~ir (li!i
gence, left thei~ example fhoukl' unhappiiy frulird~ th:: 
effed: of their reproofS, ()ne F:lrticuJar more I mu~t 
add, that the next thin::; to ~in~ .llw.lys in th~ ri.)n, is l-l 

\·OL. II. J .. 



be humble, and ready to confefs wben you have been in 
tlae wrong. This alfo is a fcriptU1"e precef>tt James v. 16, 
., Contef$ Jour &uIts one to another, and pray one for 
u anot.~r, that ye may be h~ed." I am perfiaadcd !hat 
few things would add g.eater weight to any perfon's ad
monitions, than his being willing to confefs, and read, 
to amend, any thing that as pointed out to him as bl.:Jne
able in his own coodull 

) come now, in the Jaft place, to mike fome pralbcal 
:kFplicatiol\ of ,,-hat has been (aid. And, 

I. From what las been ~ you. may fee the gist cOl'~ 
ruption and depravity of our nature. I look upon it as 
of great moment to have a deep and growing conviaion 
of this truth. It is the language of fcripture, it is the lan
guage of 6periell~ and it i! the puent of humility. I 
ob(~~ in the beginning of my difcourfe on this fubjea, 
and it appears from e\"el')' thing that has ~n faid upon 
it, that the dettitfulnefs of fin is but another exprdlion for 
the tleachery of the human ~. In vain would the oil
je& of fin appear before us; in nin would Satm and his 
enliffaries p~knt their folicitation~ if our Ol\tD inclinati.. 
on did not plead powetfully ill their favor.. To be deep
ly coavinced of this, will lead to tbe aercife of penitence, 
and to felf·dellial, which is the beft m~ of our fupport 
mel prefervation. If the deceitfulnefs of fin lies chiefly 
in ourfelves, that man will guard againft it in the moR ere 
fe8iJa) manner, who has learned to fear himfelf as his 
own greateft enemy. 

2. From what has been raid, let us be led to ftriflnefs 
and frequency in feltexamination. If fin is Co deceitful, 
it may eafily lurk unobferv& Self.knowledge is a fiudy 
of as great difficulty as importance. You have heard 
what artful difguifes fin puts 00, and how dreadfully fome 
have: bee .. led aftray. The very heft duties may be pol
luted by finful motives, and the very worft things may be 
done by an erring confcience, of which we may juRly ray, 
with our Sa~ioar, Afatth. vi. 23, "-If therefore the light 
~, that is in thee be darknefs~ how gr~t is that darknefs!" 
The old heathen precept, "Know thyfclf," WIS reckoned 
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fo ~ceUent 3. faying, that they fuppofed it to be a revela. 
tion froOl Heaven. And, in the holy Scripttlres, \\·e ha,·e 
many exhortations to felf-examination. I (han only men
tion that of the apoftle Paul, 2 Cor. xiii. s. "E.~amine 
.. , yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own 
" felves: kno\v ye not your own felves, ho\v that Jefus 
" Chrifl is in you, except ye be reprobates 1" Nay, af
ter all 9ur pains to examine ourfelves, there ought to re· 
main fucb a fufpicion of our o\vn treachery, as fhould 
make us intreat, humbly and eamefUy, the more impartial 
trial of a heart-fearching God, Pia). xix. 12. "'Vho can 
" underftand his errors? Cleanie thou me from fecret 
"faults." Pfal. cxxxix. 2.3, 2.4~ "Search me., 0 God ! 
" and kno\v my heart: try me, and know my thouglltS: 
" and fee if there be any wicked \vay in me, and lead Ille 

" in the wayeverlaning." 
3. From what hath been raid, let me befeech all, but 

efpecially young perfons, to beware of the beginnings of 
fin. I t may be faid of fin, in general, as Solomon fays of 
ftrife, "the beginning of it is like the letting out of \vater." 
Beware of 311 that di[courfe Wllich tends to give )·OU flight 
thoughts of any fin. Sometimes men confider fins as 
fmall fios, and therefore tolerable. Many parents have 
thought it wrong to check their children for the follies and 
le\'ities of youth, and have found, to their melancholy ex
perience, that when follies had been fuft"eied to ripen into 
crimes, they bad taken too deep hold to be rooted up. 
Many make light of fin by comparifon. How common 
is the pretence of the drunkards: 'Ve are harming nobo
dy; we are not fpeaking in of OUf neighbors; we are not 
oppreffing the poor. In the mean time, they are foon led 
to curling and blafplJem}? j an(l, perhaps, by their riotous 
living, they elre unable to pay their jull: debts, rob the in
dUilrious poor of their right, alld, for the induJgellce of a 
heafUy ap~tite, bring their own offspring to beggary and 
ruin. Such is the behavior of many of your harmJef:> 
people; men of focial friendly difpofitions, that, if you 
believe theIn, WGul(1 not \vrong tlleir neiglloor' of a fart},illg 
to their knowlelige; and yet it ,,,ould be happy for a'l}~ 
man to t:\il into the han(ls of higl1\'9a}T robbers, r,ltller t llarl 
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into their fociet}... How fhort-fi£hted men are! they not 
only forget to look forward to the oth~r ~o"Orld, but look 
not even to any difiance in this. From time to time we 
are made fools by fin, which never afks more· of us than 
the prefent conlpliance; ~-et, if this is grantee), ne\-er 
]eaves lIS till Ol)r ftate is irrecoverable. ,\That reafon ha\~e 
all to be afraid of that deplorable hardnefs of he3rt which 
is the confequence of the c.ont!nued indulgence of 6n. ut 
us never confider any fin by itfelf, but t(\~ther u-itb that 
ugJ}' train \\·hich it dra\\"s behind it; and, then, though 
our falJ~ l~ea:'ts might p]ea!l for the indul~tnce of a lingle 
]llft~ they m~· not be fo ,~illing to flJbmit to that dtluge 
of vice \\-hich follo\vs faR at its hl'~JS. 

4. In the Ian place, I ihall clofe the fu~je8., by add~ff
ills all exhortation to thofe of Illy hearers, who hal'e been 
long and hardened finners; who have many habits of vice 
cleaving to them; who have hith~rto defpited the gofpeJ., 
and e\?en f:~t in the feat of the Icon1ful. No doubt~ you 
have heard, in vain, and, perhaps, with cont~mpt, many 
exhortatiollS of this kin(l before; and thertlore~ there is, 
httmanly fpeaking, bllt little hope, that an} thing I can 
fl~? \\-jll ha~e the effc:8:. HOWe\7er, as Ollr bleffed and gra
c:ous l\-f~fier has commanded his gofpf:l to be pre2chw to 
every crca~llre" this Prince of the kings of the earth is 
able, hy· I.is Spirit 3rcOnlpan)~ing the word, to Ja)- the 
]1routlrfl anll the holden of his enemies prollrate at his 
ft:ct; Jet me beleech you, in his Ilamc, to hear, tllat yotaf 

'fouls ma}F live. "thy \\·ill )"0\1 IOllger contilllle at enmity 
,vith hiol, \vhile Ile is ofTerillg YOtl Dlercy? Nay, he is 
tr~ating you with mercy in every infbnce cl' his kind pro. 
,:-i{l~nce, ill tIle relle\\'e{l men:~ges of his l~leffe(l word, and 
ill his (lying a~ollies 011 tIle accul'fed tree! J-Iave }~Oll beel} 

lOllg \\·ed()ed to fin? }1e is able to I~t }-Oll free; Ile C:lllle 

to clefiroy tIle \ror!~s of tIle (Jt:\'iJ~ an(1 is able to knock elf 
the flrongeil fetters, and reftore liberty to the nloft fOITOW
it!l captive.. ",re, then, ~s workers together with hinl .. 
" hefeech you alfo, that ye receive not the gl'ace of God in 
" vaill." I{er..lclnI1er, 011 the other Jl:lll(l, I hefeech VOlt, .. 
the dreadful vengeltlCe that aw~its the defpilers of the td:' 
I'd. If you fiill refufe the jradOllS (.ffer; ifyoll \\ iil U(\t 



fufFer I.;s mercy to be glorifi~l in YOtw ncO\-~ry, his bol' .. 
nef~ 11O\\-er. and juftic~ thl.ll be illuftnted in yO'Jr ro-.li. 
tion.. l"fime is hallc:ning a"-ay; .iUI)gment is llaft~nin, 
on; no rer,.fing to 4l1'Far at tb;lt ror; n~ t.ltt~i\'ing or 
bialJing th3.t judge; no room to erap~; Dt' fou~ of con· 
folation undt-r that kntence.. How infupportOlbie tbe re
f1o..ttion on opportunity jrreco\~rabI1 loft! Anti how ter
rible the fanaiOll which foUo\\'~ upon the offer of mere)" ! 
\?ou may read it, Prov. i. 24, .31." Bttaur~ I m\tt: 

" called, mel ye mukti, I h::lVe ftretch«i Gut nl)'" hal~ 
" and no m:..n teganJcd : _ but ye have kt at nou~bt :aU my 
"counfc:J, and would ncne of 011 reproof: 13110 will 
"Iallgh at YOllr calalllity, I \vill mock when )1tour ~ar 
"cometh. l\1len ,-our fear com~th as defolati~ and • 
• , your (lcftruaion colMtb as a "'hirl\\'ind; when diftrefs 
" 3.nd :mguifh cGllleth uJX'n yoo.. Then fh3.U th~y call 
"upon ~ but I "'ill not anf,,-er; they ihall f~k nfC 
'~early, but they fhall not find me: for that t~y hated 
II kno\\'ledge~ *UtI did not chufe the fcU' of the LorJ.. Th~ 
II \\·O\,Jd none of my counfd. they dc:fpifcd all .ny re· 
" proof: therefore {hall they ~t of the fruit of their 0\\'1l 

&~ wa\~, and be fille~.l \vith their own devices." .. 
I only add, if any impreffion is made on your minds, of 

tbe impomnce of eternity, fuffer it to abide there. Ui 
it ha\'e an imm~liate ~If~-a. Of' all the dtteits of fin or 
Satan" none nlGn! fatal than tbat of putting 08" convicrions 
to a Rlore coo,'"enient fcaron. I conc!llrl(\ therefo~) "'ith 
the words of Solomon, Ecclef. i~. I~. "\ \~h3troe\·er thy 

~ ~ 

" hand fintleth to do, do it with thy might; for thl't'"e i: 
&1 no \\"ork, nor ()e\"ice, nor kno\\tle(lge, nor ,\'ifllom~ in 
,,, :he gfa\·c whi~her thou godi." .~men. 
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SERMON 20. 

-. ... --
P SAL M xliii. 4-

Then will I g'J tlllto ti,e altar. oJGod, IllltO God illy ~.Yfft&.l'··';2" 
}fJy. 

I T is of great moment to attend to the proper loixture 
of reverence and love which ought to poffefs our hearts 

in the ,\'orlhip of the livillg Go(l. If they ariie froln proper 
principles, they will not defiroy or weaken, but firength. 
en one anotl1er. A believer can never lye too low ill the 
dllil before the moll: holy God; he can never be too fen .. 
fible either of his difiance as a creature, or his guilt and 
unworthinefs as a finner: but, at the fame time, he can 
never be too tleeply penetrated \\,ith a fenfe of di\1ine lo\~e, 
)r have too firollg and ardent defires after cOlTlmuniorl ancl 
ellowfhip with God. Ffhe truth is, the lower we are in 
Jur own fight, it doth but the more illufirate and magni(v 
111 tile grace that is fuewn to us in tll~ gofpel: and tJle 
110re joyflllly ,,"e contemplate the fll1nefs of our portion 
.n an infiIlite God, it \viII but tIle more bring bacl{ this 
-eflettioil, and confirain us to confefs, that \\·e are lefs tllan 
he lean of all his mercies. 

In feveral paffages of the Pfalms of David, we have very 
warm and fervent expreffions of the delight \"hich tl:e 
man after God's own heart had in the worfhip of his fanc· 
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tuary· There are few of there more hecH:tiful and forci. 
ble than the paffage of which my text is a part, " () iend 
" out thy light and thy truth; let them lead me; Jet thenl 
" bring me Ullto thy 110ly llill, and to tllY taberllacles. 
to' The7' will I go 111110 the altar of God, unto God my ex· 
" ceeding joy." That which feems to have brought the 
Pfalmifl to this fhiking and beautiful thought, was, his 
being under the preffure of heavy affiidio!l; and, particu
larly, in a flate of dinance aud banifhment from the tern· 
pIe fervice. rrhis led him to flee for refuge to God, his 
almighty friend and unchangeable portion. Did the Pfal. 
mill: then go to God as his coniolation in (liflreis? ""---hat 
reaion is there for every Chrifiian to go to Ilinl as his 
}'ather allullis Gocl, 110t on])? for fupport Ulltler the vari
ous tri=lls of this InortaI Hate, hut for hal)pillefs and peace 
after he hath feen alld felt the inherellt \~al1ity of every 
created enjoyment? 

! All I fhaU further add upon the words is, that what 
David is here praying for, is to be brought to the temple 
t)f GOlI, to have acceis to his courts, and COllll11Ullion with 
him there. Th!s he plainly looks upon as a fouree of ex
ceeding joy; and, furely, to thofe who are duly di1i)ofed 
for it, tllert; is :10t, there catlnot l)e, ill tllis world, a more 
lldightful employment than the joint cdtbration of our 
Creator and Redeemer's praife;- than the united voice of 
his E!rvants in his temple. It is the neare!l approach we 
can make to the employment of heaven, and the moil fen. 
fill1e foretaile \ve C,lIl ha\7e of its· 11appillefs in tIl is. foreign. 
la11cl. 

But, my brethren, I mull limit the fubjetl to what is 
the particular and dif1inguifhing employment of this day, 
-the holy ordillal1ce of tIle Lord's flJPI)er, COlTIlllemOra

ti ng our Redeemer's dying love. This was called by the 
ancients the Eucharist., or Sacrifice of Praise. And, in. 
deed. no difpofition is more proper or neceffary, in at
tending upon it, than a joyful and thankful frame of fpirit. 
This will be like a precious perfume, which will fiU the 
houfe with its fragrance, and will greatly flrengthen every 
other graciolls difi)ofilion; and, therefore, my intention is, 
t~lrough the affifhnce of divine grace, 
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1. To 1hew you. what matter of joy and fatisiaaion there 
is to every fincere Chrifiian, in what is reprefcnted to our 
view in the facrament of the Lord's fupper; or, for \vhat 
reafons we ought, in this folemn fervice ill a particular 
manner, to go to :;od as our exceeding joy. 

Having done fo, I fball make fome praClical impro\·e
ment of the fubject for your infiruaion and direaion. 

In the firft place, then, I am to {hew YOll what matter 
of joy and fatisfatlion there is to every fincere Chriftian, in 
what is reprefented .to our view in the facrament of the 
Lord's fupper; or for wJlat reafo11s lye Ougllt il1 this fo
lemn fervice, in a particular manner, to go 10 God as our 
exceeding joy. I am deeply fenfible, my brethren, that 1 
have entered on a talk to which I am very unequal, to 
raife your minds to that fublime temper, of joy in God, 
and to difclofe that fOllntain of joy there is to every be
liever, in what his Redeemer has done, and is {lill doing 
for him. It is fo great a fubject, that we ourfelves may 
fee how unfit a mortal tongue is to fpeak of it: and there
fore, I ihaIl, in the entry, pray " that God may fhed 
" abroad his love in our hearts; that he may fend forth 
" his light anc} his trut}l, that they may be guides to us." 
and accompany the word fpoken with the powerful energy 
of the fpirit of confolation. But a little of that real com ... 
munion \\'ith God which is the ,,.ork of his Spirit, ancl 
which he fometimes vouchfafes to his people, will gi\1e 
them fuch a lively fenfe of his love and joy in him, as 
they themfelves know may be felt, but cannot be expref
fed: and I cannot forbear already obferving to you, that 
the meaneft real Chrifiian fhall, one day., in the higher 
houfe, have fuch a fulnefs of joy, and fuch conceptions of 
God and his Redeemer's love, that he fhalliook down, 
with wonder, at the weak and imperteCl: ftretches of Our 
imagination after it now ~ But fo IOllg as we are here, let 
us patiently content ourfelves with what is given us as 
neceffary to fupport our weary fieps in this defolate wil ... 
dernefs; \vith wllat tllis ordinance, inftituted for el1liven. 
ing our faith, fnpplies us for our comfort and joy. 
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For this purpofe, Jet me beg your attention to the fol. 
lowing conficlerations. 

I. YOll ought to go to God, in this ordinance, as YOllr 
~xcteding joy, becaufe, in it, you have the fulleft affuranc<! 
an(l the cleareft evidence of the forgivenefs of your fins, 
and peace with your offended Maker. 1~his is the preli. 
minary mercy, \vhich, with refpeCt to fallen creatures, 
muf} open the way to every other bleffing. Nothing fo 
much damps our joy in God, and leffens our fatisfa8:ion 
in a(ldrefiing him, as confcioufnefs of guilt. This it is 
that nlakes religion fQ llnpleafant to the carnal 'lrorldling ; 
even tIle feCllre finner, \vho feelns to walk without fear, is 
}'et deterred by natural confcience from drawing near to 
God. He does al! in his power to rid his mine} of tlte 
thoughts of God's ordinary and conftant prefence with 
him in every place. A horror of his Maker poffeffes his 
mind at all tllnes; he callDot love him as a gracious Fa
ther, becaufe he hates him as an enemy, and fears him as 
a righteous jtl(lge. Nay, the fame thing it is that makes 
us all feel fo frequently an averfion at the duties of religi. 
on. Ffhe cold hand of a fpirit of bondage freezes up the 
affeCtions. Treillbling and fear taketh hold upon us. An 
inward dread and jealoufy of our O\\'n {late throws a gloom 
and darkllefs, as it \vere, thiOUgh the temple of God. And, 
with whatever firength or beauty the promifes or privi
leges of tIle fai11ts may be fet forth, there is a fecret re
firaillt upon us, and as a voice difc~arging us from touch. 
ing thein, as forbidclen fruit. 'Vere we but as pure, and 
free froln guilt, we fhould, \\·ith as much joy and fatisfac
tion .. (lraw lligll to God, as the atlgels do in Heaven. 

I fla\'e been the more full in opening tllis to YOll, that 
you olay fee tlle foundatioll tllere is ill nature, and in faCt, 
for the leading doCtrine of the gofpel, " Chrili Jefus fet 
, .. fortIl as a propitiation for fillS, through faith in llis 
" blood.)' 

His bldfed hody was broken, and h~s preciolls blood 
was fhed, for the remiffion of fins. Are you to comme· 
morate this? are you to receive the vifible figllS alld the 
appointed feals of it? does not this a{fure you" that yOUl' 

fins are forgiven for Chrill's fake? Are YC''''' ro 



great? are they many in number, and heinous in their 
agg,avations? Confid'!r the infinite ,'a:ue of this fae-ltd 
blood. It \\-as nc lefs than that of the e:~mal Son of GcxJ, 
who chearfully undertook our caufe: U and the Lord lai,l 
" on him the iniquity of us aU. -, Ira. liii. S. "He was 
" \Vounded for our tranfgreffions. he W;\S bn.ifc,,1 lor our 
C& iniquities; the chaftifement of our peace was upon hin.; 
" and with his Rripes we are healed." 0 uuf~arch:lble 
myflery! 0 the infinite hoiineis of God! 0 the ~remen
dous .jullice of God! How well may the exhortation be 
preffed, Ifa. i. 18. U Come now, and let us reafon tl'ge
" ther, faith the Lord: though your fins be as fcarlet, ~l)ey 
" Glall be as white as filOW; though they be fc:d like crim
" fon, they fll:tll be as \voo)." ",. ell may \ve fay \\·ith the 
apofiJe Palll, I Tim. i. IS. "Thi~ is a faithfl!1 faying, and 
""porthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into 
" the world, to fave finners, of whom I am chief." Are 
you afraid of the condemning fentence of the law, Gal. 
iii. 13. "Chrifi: hath redeemed us from the cllrfe of the 
" law, being made a curfe for us .. " Are you afilamed to 
appear before God in your :>\\~ undeferving charaCier, 
hear, and comply with your Sa\7jaur's own counfel, r~v. 
iii. 18. " I counfel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, 
" that thou mayetl be rich, and white rainlent that thou 
" may~ft be clothed, and that the 1hame of thy nakednefs 
II do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-falve, 
" that thou mayefi: fee." III the fpotlers robes of }10ur Re
deemer's righteoufnefs, you fhall be adorned for the courts 
of your God, and dwell in his prefence. Are you afraid 
to apply all this to yourfelves? This is the exprefs pur
pofe of the facrament of the Lord's fupper, to confirm and 
clofe the covenant of peace with every partaker. ])0 you 
doubt the fincerity of the offer upon God's part? See him 
difpenfing the healing medi~ine, cc This is my body; which 
" was broken for }'OU; this do in remembrance of n1e. 

" As often as you eat this bread, and drink this cup, yeo 
" do thew tIle Lord's cleath till he conle." Hear Ililn fa}·. 
ing, Matth. xi. 28. "Come unto me, all ye that labor, 
" and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft.". Hear 
him further faying, John vi. 37. \' Him that cometh to 



•• me~ I .iD in no .·ife caft out." If .. Iv. I. "H9, every 
., one that ~~Lrfteth, come ye to the waters; an,) he that 
" ~dl no momy, tome ~ buy and eat; ,.e~ come buy 
" .~lle and mi~ without nloney, and ,ithout price." 
Rev. x~ii. 17. &, .A.ntt the Spirit and the bride fay, Come; 
" and l~t him that beareth fay, Come; alltllet ~im that 
., is alhirft, come.. And whofoevcr will, let him take 
.& the .. -afc:r 01' lite freely." All ,,"ho have truly ~,oaned 
llDIkr a fenfe or guilt may bere lee their pardon Icaltd, and 
rna}- and ought tG rejoice in it, as tbeir~; and, unlefs they 
doubt the "itbrulners of God's wonl, or the dficacyof 
their Saviour'$ merit, nlay tritlmph in both, and let at tle
fiance the thutldtrs of the Ja,,·, t~ reproaches of confci. 
enc.:, and the accufatioos of the devil. They may fay, 
with the apoftle Paul, Rom. viii. 33~ 3~ ""'no fhaU lay 
&& any thing to the charge of God's e..1ca? It is God that 
~ juftifieth: wbQ is he that condemneth? It is Chrift: 
&l th~t died, yea rather, that is Tifen again, who is even 
&& at the right hand of God, wbo a1fo maktth intercdlion 
~, for us. " 

a. You ought to go to God in this ordinance. as YDur 
t'xcmJing joy, as it afionls the ftrongdl and moll illufui. 
ous FOOt' of divin~ lov~. This, my brethren, is the imme. 
diate fubjc:a of our contemplation in the Lonl's fupper ; 
and I chure to confider it as an argt,ment by itfelf, fepa
rately from its fruits, becaufe nothing ferves more to heigh .. 
ten our affeCtion to, and (lelight in God, than a firm per
fuafion of his love to us. Is it a comfol1abie thing to have 
t~e pardon of our fins? It is alfo unfpeakably refrdhing, 
aotl el'en ravifhing, to vie\v, in faith, the \,·onderful 
means b)- which it is accolnpl'fhcd. \\Te may confider, 
fhortly here, the riches of redeeming grace, as extending 
to the finners of Adam's race in general; and then what 
it is for every reliever to confider himfelf ~s the determi .. 
n1te objeCt of divine regard irs the councils of peace. The 
whole perfeCtions of an infinite God fhine with united 
lufire in the work of redemption. His power, wifdom, 
holiners, and jufike, are feveral1y and jointly illuftrated 
in it. IIis unfearchable wifllom is mentiOtle(l, l~om. xi. 
3.1- "0 the depth of the riches both of the wifdom and 
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" knowledge of God ! How unfearchable are hi~ jlldg
., ments, and his ways pall finding out !n His migllty 
power, Eph. i. 19. U And what is the excet"ding gre,lt
" nefs cf his power to us-ward, who belie,·e, a.ccor(lillg \0 

" the working of his mighty power." r"fhe righteoufnds 
of his government, Rom. iii. ~6. "·ro dec1are, 1 fay, at 
" this time, his righteoufnefs, that he might be jun, and 
"the juftifier of him which believeth in Jerus. " Rut 
Jove is moft confpicuous of all: and is tt.~eretol·e moR: fre
quently infilled on, John iii. 16: u God fo loved the worM, 
" that he gave his only begotten Son, that \vhc,foe\:"er be
u lieveth in him, fbould not perifh, but have everlalling 
"life." Rom, v. 8. "God commelldeth his lo\·e to\v~nls 
"us, in that wllile \\'e were )-et finners, Chrift died for 
"us." Eph. iii. 17, 18, 19. u rrhat Chrift may dwell in 
U your hearts b}tL faith; that ye being rooted and ground
CI ed in love, may be able to comprehend, with all faints, 
" what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height, 
" and to know the love of Chrift, which paffeth know
cc ledge." And indeed, my brethren, it pa[eth the pow
er of man to open fully the greatnefs of the love of God 
to finners in Chrift Jefus. It is a fubje8 which we are fo 
far from being able now to exhauft, that it fhall afford mat
ter for adoting inquiry to all eternity, whilfl the everJaft
ing God lives and reigns with his faints, and unfol(is to 
them, age after age, more ample vie\vs of his g{)()(lnefs 
and greatnefs. By what iliall we meafure the love of' a 
fri~nd, but by the greatnefs of his gifts? What fentiment 
then fhali we entertain of the love of God for his (jufiJy 
ftyled) unfpeakable gift? He has given llS his only be
gotten Son, "who \vas from eternity in the bofom of the 
, .. Father; the brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the ex. 
" prefs image of his perfon;" the beft and greateft of crea
ted beings, nay, the whole creation itfelf, had been no
thing compared to it. 

The truth is, I am ready to think that there feerns to be 
fomething like divine contrivance, and infinite defign, in 
this particular circumfiance. AU created things are in 
themielves equal, and alike eafy, to the power of God, 
being but the eft'etls of his fimple wilJ. For this reafon 



there could be no compantive greatnds in any ruth gifts. 
There was therefore but this one way left to exprefs an 
uncommon degree of lo~ that he who was one and equal 
\\·ith the Father, fhould himfelf be employed in the mer. 
fage, and " bear our fins in his own bod" on the tree." 
Nothingelfe could have made man an apenfile porchate. 
Nothillg elfe that God could bellow, would have had any 
appearance of doing violcnc~ to himf:lf; 01' c:ooJd giTe 
Dlcaning and beauty to that cxpreflion, Romans viii .. 32 • 

" He dlat fpared not his o\vn Son, but delivered him up 
" for us aU, how {hall he not wi:h him &lro freely give us 
" all things ?', The LcN'd of the vineyud, in the ~ 
is repref~nted as in (ufpcn~ how to fall upon a method 
to brca.~ thc ftubOOmnefs of the bufbndmen, Luke :xx .. ll
U Then raid the Lord of the vin~}"ard, what fbaill do? I 
" will fend my beloved Son, it may be they will revereDCC 
&, him wi.en they fee him." Let 6S parapbrafe and ~p
ply it. God, who bears the perfon of the mailer of the 
vineyanl, may be fuppofcd to (ay, ~hat fhall. recbim t.hefe 
obftinate children of mercy, become rebels? Nothing but 
the invindble force (i fuperior love. But wherein fhall 
the )o\~e of the et~rnal God appear to advant..ge? in DO. 

thing but an eternal gift: thty fhall not be cheaply pur
chafed, they fhall be boUght with blood, with that (ac~ 
blood, which lhall he the furprife of a..~gels, and the won
der of heaven. "fhefe refteaions I would make \vith re
verence, on this elevated and delightful, but awful and 
tremendous theme.. One thing appears clearly &om 
them, that it is not only obfcuring ta'le luftre~ not only 
weakenillg tile force, but deftroying the \-ery being of re
deeming love, to deny th~ proper and etcnla! Godhead of 
Chrift, tIle ~Iediator. But, Oh! my brethren, what an 
improvement is it, to L'le contemplation oi the love of 
God, for each of us to conli(ler himfelf as having been 

~ &om eternity the objea of it. ~1tiJe I tafte the fireams 
of his bounty, may I thus trace it back to its fource! Did 
he love me from th~ foundation of the world! Did he pity 
me, \Vh~n in unprovoked rebellion againft him! Did he 
make fo gracious provifion for my recovery and falvation! 
l)id he make atonement for my guilt, by the blood of his 



95 

own Son! and conquer my heart by the powet" of his to
\-e~ign ~ ! What rdumS fI pnife and ~titude ~rt: 
his due ? '\~th what joy ought I to remenlbtt my Re. 
decaner-S de-t.1a at his t~ in the hcpe of tbaring with 
him his e:rown and his tl.~ in a higbet' ft.te ? 

3.. You. ought to go t~ GtJ, in this ordinance, tIS .. r:NT 
~ i!/; as you "~ft in it the ~ft and fuJldl af. 
forance of receiving &t-m him aU that is ntttll'aty tor 10Ul" 
comfort and h:tppinc&, w}-.. Ie you continue here. There 
are, in a Aria fenk, bot two ends of going to God in his 
wGtfhip and onIinanc.es, to exprcfs our fente of, and thank
fuhld's for &:~aec:eind, Uk! as begganfor more .. No~\ 
my bretbten, in this ordinance you are not only called to 
cddnte the love of a gtilclOUS and reconciled Gud, but te 
truft in the fulnefs of an aU,fuf&cient God.. That we may 
view this the more dillin8ly, there are there t,,-o kinds of 
bidEngs we fbnd in need of, thofe that relate to our fpi. 
ritual liR~ and tbofe that relate bl our temporal comfort. 

Ill.. Thofe tbat rebte to the fpirituallife.. \\Dat is the 
gteat defire of eve')' real femnt of God in this houfe? Is 
it llot to have your hearts mere inflamed with the love of 
God, and more devoted to his fear? Is not fin your great. 
eft burthen, and its remaining influence y(\ur gt eateR 
grief? Now, where can you have a more reafonable hope 
of getting )'oor gracious d~fpofitions ftrengthened, or your 
fins mortified.. than at a cOlnmunion table ? Is it not . 
exprefsly defigned for your fpiritual nouri1hment, and 
growth in grace? And as the inftitution. of there fen6ble 
figtlS is a remarkable proof of divine condeCcen6on, (0] 
can hardly conceive any thing more wif~ly and happily 
calculated lor this excellent end. What can more ftrength
en your ruth in a dying Saviour, than being a)Jawed !o 
look upon the figns of his brokell bcdy, and his bJood 
pouRd out? 'Vhat can (peak greater peace (0 the con· 
fci~nce, than your being allowed and invited to recei"-e 
him explicitly? "This is my body, ~roken for you!' 
'\1lat can more il.1ppily fen·e to kindle and inftame your 
Jove to God, than the immediate contemplation of his 
infinite love for you? '\onere can you take ruch a hate. 
ful view of fin, as a detefted objctt) as at the I-4onl's table. 
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where you fee it in your Saviour's fufferings? Where and 
how cah you lay fuch a bond upon the conlcience, as by 
receiving the feals of this facred engagement! How can 
you give fuch a deadly wound to your firongefl lufts, as 
by nailing and affixing them to your Redeemer's crofs? 
\\"hat motive of future obedience: equal to bearing about in 
your bodies the dying of the Lord Jefus? See what the 
apofile fays, :1 Cor. v. 14. "For the love of Chrifi: con
" ftraineth us, becaufe \ve thus judge, that if one died for 
" all, then were all dead." Gal. ii. 20. " I am crucified 
" \vith Cilrin: neverthelefs I live; yet not I, but Chrift 
" li\7eth in me: and the life which I no,,· live in the fiefil, 
Cl I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
" and gave himfelf fOr me." \Vhat remedy can you find 
for }·Ollr o,vn weaknefs, like the all .. fufficie11cy of Chrifi ? 
Col. ii. 9. "For in him (l\velleth all the fulners of the God .. 
" head bodily." I Cor. i. 3C' "Of him are ye in Chriil 
U Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and righte .. 
"OUfIltfs, and fanCtification, and redemption." I will 
not fo widely handle the fubject as to cite to YOll, all tIle 
pa1fc1ges which fho\V that the fpirit of fanCl:ificCition is a 
part of the purchafe of your Redeemer, and one of his gifts 
to thofe who humbly implore it. Is it not well known, 
anci do not believers at his table, fenfible of their O'A'n 

weaknefs, and confident of their Saviour's power, get 
their feet UPOll the necks of their ellemies, and fay, 'I. I 
Ct can do all things through Chrift ftrengthening me." 

2d. They have here all things nece[ary for their tem· 
poral comfort. They have a complete remedy for their 
cares, as well as their fins. As at the Lord's table you lay 
hold of the covenant of peace, fo there, if any where~ you 
may fee, that it is ordered in all things, and fure; j"our 
food and raiment, and all neceffary provifion, is contained 
in it; anti Chrifi's body is the pledge. How gracious the 
promife! your heavenly Father knoweth that you have 
need of there things, pral. xxxiv. 8, 9, 10. "0 tane and 
c, fee that the Lord is good! Bleffed is the man that truft
" eth in him. 0 fear the Lord, ye his faints! for there 
U is no want to them that fear him. The young lions do 
,1\ lack, and fuffer hunger; but they that feek the Lord, 
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" filall not want any good tIling." Ita. xxxiii. 16. c' He 
" DlalI dwell on high j his place of defence ilial] be the 
" munitions of rocks; bread 1hall be given him, his water 
" fhall be fure.,J Deliverance from fuffering is contained 
in it, Pfal. xxxiv. 19. "Many are the afflictions of the 
" righteous, but the Lord delitrereth him out of them aU." 
Strength and grace to fufFer with patience is contained in 
it, Ifa. xliii. 2. "'\loen thou paffdl through the waters, 
" I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they fiull 
" not overflow thee; when thou walkefi through the fire, 
" thou fhalt not be burnt, neither iliall the flame kindJe 
u upon thee." The fanCtified ufe and improvement of 
fuffering is contained in it, Rom. viii- 28. U And we 
" know that all things work together for good to them tIlat 
" love God, to them who are the called according to llis 
"purpofe." 2 Cor. iv. 16. "For which caure we faint 
"not; but though our outward man p.!rifll, yet the inward 
" man is renewed day by day." Confider, efpecially, 
t~at at the Lord's table you have an immediate view of the 
great foundation of reliance on divine Providence, Rom. 
viii. 32. "He that fpared not own Son, but delivered 
" him up for us aU, how fhall he not with him alfo fredy 
giv~ us all things?" 2. That God, who was fa lavifh of his 
lo\~e, as not to fpare even his own Son, but gave him up to 
be defpifed, buffeted, and crucified for you, will not be fo 
inconfiftently hard, as to refufe the fmall gift in compari. 
fon of a little earthly good. He \\lhofe foul was fecleelllei 
by the blood of Chrift fhall not lore his body fo~ a little 
bread. 

I cannot help obferving, here, of what univerfal ufe and 
benefit the dOCl:rine of Chrift crucified is, and how high a 
place it OUgIlt to hold in our efieem. It is not only ufeful 
for affuring us of the pardon of hn, but makes us fuperiOl" 
to all thOle fllifering~, of every kind, \\,hicil took their rile 
from fin. The path of a ChrilHan is fometimes tho;-ny 
and difficult; and many of the weaker order of faints have 
evell a greater fellfibtlity of the inconveniencies of life tlJan 
fame thoughtlefs finners. Thefe laO: maintain a fort of 
hufile and conteft for worldly pleafure, and, with a llurdy 
fdf-fufficiency, can~ if I may fpeak fo) return the blows 
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anli buffets of ad"-erfe fcr!une, \\1hile the feeble of Chrifi's 
flock become Junk and heartIefs Ullder a fro\vning Provi .. 
dence. But is not the Lord's table a place of refuge? and 
is it not matter of experience, that they have found con· 
folation there? \\7Jlatever their complaints have been, 
whether of ficknefs, or poverty, or 10fs of relations, or the 
flanders of their enenlies, they ha\re a(lored the fovereign 
"pill of God in them all; they have beell brought to a pla
cid fllhmiffion to his providence in them all ; nay, they 
have happily feen and conftdTerl his wife and merciful pur
pore in them all. It \\"as not \.,itllout a view to his trials, 
that the Pfalmifi, in the text, defires to go unto the altar of 
God, unto God his exceeding joy. And you may fee how 
he exprefTes himfelf in the fol1owing verfe, ., Why art 
" thou c~n down, 0 my foul! and why art thou difquiet
" ed within me! hope in God; for I 1hall praife him, 
" ,\~ho is the health of my coUtltcnance, and my God !"', 

4th. I'coole, no\v, ill the Jafi place, to obferve, that this 
ordinance is a fouree of joy, as it is a pleclge and earneft. 
of heaven; a foretafle of that eternalllappinefs \\7hich God 
hatq prepared for his faithful fervants in the world to come. 
This, my brethren, ought never to be out of our vie\\T while 
we fojour~ in this valley of tears. ' 

This eternal joy is what our Redeemer has given us the 
fllllefi affllrallce of. It is lle who hath dra\vn afi(le th~ cur
tain, and opened to us a joyful profpeCl: into the holy of 
11Olies, into the bleffed manfions of perfeClion, purity~ and 
happinefs within the vail. In one of llis Ian difcourfes to 
his clifciples, ,vhen he ,"as about ~o leave them, he tells 
them, it was to be but a thort feparation; for that he 
wDuld come again, and carry tllem' with him; and that 
they fhould never more be divided, John xiv. 2. "In my 
,\ tatller'S houfe are many Inallfions; if it were not fo, I 
U would have told you: I go to prepare a place for you ;" 
and not only hath he left the promife of his return, but 
hath infiituted this ordinance, on the one hand, to keep up 
the nlelnory of his former appearance; al1d, on the otller, 
to keep up our hopes of his fecond coming, and what ~e 
will then bellow, I Cor. xi. 23. "As often as ye eat this 
:' bread, anti drink ulis cup, ye do fhew the Lord's death 



as his EXC(tdlllg Joy. . 99 

'l till he come.,J It is intended to fupport the languiihing 
faith of his people, and make them tread, with confiancy, 
in his ftrength, the fame p~ths of virtue and felf-denial 
that he did, in hopes of fhortly. fharing his crOWD and re
ward, Heb. xii. I, 1. " Ancl Jet lIS run \\'ith patience 
" the race that is let before us; looking unto Jefus, the 
" allthor and fini1her of our faith; who, for the joy that 
"was fet before him, endured the crofs~ defpitillg tIle 
" fhame, and is ret down at the right hand of the throne 
" of God." And hi>w highly proper is this infiitution for 
pointing us to the glorious iffue of Ollr Chrifiian conBiCl? 
In it, we have, at once, a proof of the certainty-of the 
excellence,-and even fome perceptioll of the nature at' 
heavenly glory. 

How certain and infallible is that happinefs to the faints, 
which our exalted Redeemer~ ihe Amen and faithfullYit
tl~SS, hath paffed his word for, and gone before, in our 
name, to take poffeffion of? Heb. vi. 19, 20. "'Vhich 
" hope we have as " \ anchor of the foul, both fure and 
" ftedfaft, and which entereth into tllat within the vail, 
" whither the forerunner is for us entered."-I Cor~ xv. 
23. "But every man in his own order, Chrifl, the firf! 
" fruits, afterward they that are Cllrifi's, at his coming." 
However high an hope it Inay feem for ruch as we are, 
to afpire to a ftation fo near the throne of God, to his pre. 
fence and fello\vlliip; yet it is not too nluch, (lfter \Vllat 
is already beftowed upon us; after what Chrifl: hath done, 
it can beget DO furprife, that this fhould be the conclufion 
of it; after he hath borne our fins in his o\vn body, and 
\vith his o\vn blood wafhed a\~'ay our guilt; after he hath 
fan8:ified and c1eanfed us by his holy Spirit, made us the 
c)lildren, and imprinted the image of his Father upon our 
hearts; after he hath kinclled in our fouls a flame of divine 
love, and made us content with nothing but himfeif, and 
with no place where he is not; furely he will not leave us 
comfortlefs; he can have no other defign than to carry us 
to live with him, and reign with him for ever and ever. 

Does not this reprefentation alfo ferve to 1how the ex· 
cellency of the heavenly glory? It is called in fcripture. 
" the purchafed po[effion,'~ And, oh! my dear brethren, 
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how great, beyond expreffion, mull that inheritance be, 
which was fo dearly bought, for which e,,-ery price, but 
the blood of the eternal Son of God was rejetled! See his 
body broken, and his blood filed; and there fee what hea
ven has coft; ancl this it coft to him, who had dwelt there 
from eternity, and could not be deceived in its worth. It 
was no unneceffary expence, idly thrown away, but what 
alone was equal to the glorious purchafe. Had we no
thing elfe, by which to goefs at that, which eye hath not 
feen, this, of itfelf, ought to be fufticient to raife our hopes, 

. to the higbeft pitch, and give us the moll exalted concep
tions of its infinite glory. 

A~nd may I not add, upon this head, my brethren, that 
this ordinance is, to many, an earneft and foretafie, as 
well as an affurance, of the happinefs of heaven. )s it 
not the fenfible communion with God, vlhich fome of his 
faints even here enjoy, a refemblance, though faint, of 
that full and perfea communion which they 1hall enjoy 
with their Creator and Redeemer in the world abOve? 
John xiv. 23- "-If a man love m~, be will keep n1y 
" words, and ~y Father will love him; and we will come 
" unto him, antI make our abode \\rith him." 'Vhat is 
heaven, but to be free from fin; to contemplate the g!."lry 
of an infinite God; to be filled ~lith a fenfe of his love; 
hnd to be beyond the reach of temptation to offend Ilim 
any more. Now, when the believer fees his pardon feal
ed \vith his Redeemer's blood; \vhen he is filled \vith a 
hatred of all fin, and a humble confidence of being deli • 
. vered from its power; when his very complaints are put 
to filence, and the frailties of a dying body are left behind, 
or fwallowed up by the hope of a bleffed refurreCl:ion; 
\vhat is this, but the very dawn of heaven in the foul! 
what is this, hut the fhout of viCl:ory! and an earneft of 
that day of complete triumph, when a11 his enemies fhall 
be brought under his feet! 

I am fenfible that the frame of many communicants 
will be but a bad emblem of heaven; and, if they nleafure 
it by that ftandard, it will give them but low and forry no
tions of it. This, however, is not the cafe with all; and 
there are few real Chriftians, but in rome parts of their 
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lives, have felt fucll inward joy in God, that they ha\'e 
been ready to ray, with the d,fciples on the Dlount of tranf. 
figuration, It ;s goodfor tIS 10 lie here. Neither is there 
any place where it may be more reafonably expetled than 
at a communion table: every pious foul Otoule! breathe--- -
out this prayer of the Pfalmifi, Pfal. lxiii. I, ~, 3, 4- u 0 
" God! thou art my God! early willI feek thee: my 
(. foul thirfieth for thee! my ftefh longeth for thee in a 
" dry and thirfty land, \Vhere no water is: to fee thy pow-
" er and thy glory, fo as I have feen thee in the fanauary; 
" becaufe thy loving-kindnefs is better than life, my lips 
" ihall praife thee. Thus will I blefs tbee, while I live! 
" I will lift up my hands in thy name !" 

And now, my brethren, what reafon is there for every 
lincere communioant to go to God in this ordinance, 0$ 

their exceeditW joy. It points us forward to that ble[ed 
time when we lhall indeed be fatisfied with that folners of 
joy, and thofe rivers of pleafures that are at his right hand. 
We are glad now, indeed, to help our flagging conceptions 
with fymhols and figures: But then Otall our eyes fee the 
glorious Saviour ftanding at the right hand of God, fur
rounded by ten thoufand of his faints, who have been re. 
deemed by his blood. This life is but a (cene of mifery 
and forrow, where \vretchednefs is often to be fee.n, and 
lamentations heard, even in the dwellings of the righteous; 
But then all tears fhall be wiped away fron). their eyes. 
and thefe fongs of praife begin which fhaU nevet' end. 
Now we are bome down with prevailing corruption, 
which, as a dead weight, depreffes our (pirits: But then 
fhall we be perfealy freed from all impurity, and ferve 
our God and Redeemer with the fame fpirit and joy as 
the angels do in heaven. Now we a.re but as young un
fledged birds, which in learning to fly can but flutter a 
little, arid immediately take refuge in the earth: But \ve 
1hall foon foar above it; riiiog with unwearied wings and 
never failing firength. 

Let us forget for a little the weaknefs of mortality. and 
carry our thoughts to the general affembly of the church of 
the firfi born, where no fufpicion of our falfe heart being 
admitted {hall remain, when all the wide congregation 
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1hall joi~' in celebrating the praift.s of Alrllighty God, and 
of the Lar.lb; and there 1hall not be one jarring or one 
(lifcordant 110te in the univerfal Jlarmony. Thus I have 
laid before you what a fource of joy there is to the believer, 
in the holy ordinance which you now have accefs to par
take of, and proceed, in the 

Lafl place, to make fome praaical improvement of the 
fubjefi. And, 

I. 1\lay i not, in a few words, obferve how great is the 
J!oodnefs of God, in providing fo rich an entertainment 
for us in our prefent Hate. This life has been exprefsly 
defigned, in Providence, as a fcene of difficulties and tri
als. '\T e are Ilere itl exile franl our Father's houfe j j.-t..-t 

doth he not leave us altogether defolate, but hath given us 
thls as a token and pledge of his love, before the full mani
feflation of it.· Here is food to give us vigor for our 
journey, in this vaUey of tears: Strength to enlbolden 
us againfi our enemeis, that we may hold on our courfe 
fleadily, without wearying. Will it be matter of eternal 
furprife, that the onlf begotten Son of God fhould do ho
J10r to our world, by taking up his abode in it, and digni
tY human nature by wearing it himfelf, and uniting it to 
his o,,·n? Is it not a continued proof of the fame conde
fcenfion, as \\~ell as an evidence of divine wifdoln, that he 
fhould leave to every age this Randing memorial of hint. 
felf, his appearance and work, that fenre itfelf might be 
partner with faith, in rejoicing over" his goodnefs? H his 
hearers were bleffed with his heavenly voice, and wonder
ed at the gracious words that proceeded out of his mouth, 
during his perfonal minifiry, let us with admiration and 
joy, look upon the fymbols of his fufferings and death : let 
us furvey the piCture uf his agony drawn by himfelf, and 
let us remember lvhat it pronlifes, an(l \vhat he is no\v 
gone to prepare for his faithfdl followers. 

2. Let us, by way of improvement, confider a little 
for whom this joy is provided; does not this need expli
cation? And are not many of you faying within your. 
felves, furely obftinacy itfelf cannot deny, that here is 
great caufc; of joy to rome: but who are they? is it not a 
joy with whicb a flranger cannot intermeddle, that per .. 
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tains only to> a privileged few? This inquiry is higll1r 
needful, as the breat fpring of jcylc:fs communions is the: 
want of a perfona) application of the blefl;ng~ of OUf R~
deemer's purchafe. That I may neither unwarrantably 
dilcourage any.. nor profiitute this precious privilege to 
the !1nworthy, I fhaU obferve, that this joy is truly appli
cable to all to whom it is defirable; to all whom it may be 
ufeful, but in different lights, according to their different 
cllaraaers. 

1ft, All thofe who IltlVe not only laid hol(l on Chrifi for 
fcJvatioll, but have fome degree of huml)le confidence in 
the divine mercy, on whom the Lord has lifteu up the 
light of his re:.:onciled countenance~ If there are an}p ruch 
among us, as God forbid but there were, they ought; 
hut why do I fay they ought; for, no doubt, th~y certain
ly will go to God lU their exceeding joy. To you, my 
brethren, it belongs, \vith \vonder and gratitu(le, to fltr
vey thefe bleffings to which you know your title, and to 
join in that heavenly anthem, Rev. i. 5, 6. "-Unto him 
c, that loved lIS, and \vafhed ltS from our fins in his OWll 

" blood, ancl hath Dlade us kings and prieRs unto God, 
" and his father, to hinl be glory, and dominion for ever 
" and ever. Amen." Rev. vii. 12. "Bleffing and glory, 
" and \\·ifdoln, and thankfgiving, and honor and power, 
c. and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen." 
Let your faith follow your rifen Redeemer tn bisFather's 
throne, and look forward to what he is doing and preparing 
for you, as well as backward to what he hath already done. 
H Satan be under your feet; if fin be crucified on your Sa
viour's crofs; and cares and forro\\'s kept at a difiance, I 
hope it will help you to fome conception of the felicity of 
that Rate, "where there fhall be no more curfe, but tIle 
c, throne of God, and of the Lamb iliall be in it, and his 
" fervants {hall ferve him." 

2dly, In this ordinance there is matter of joy and COll

rolation to the fearful and doubting Chrifiian, who, not 
\vithout defires after God, allcl the remenlbrance of his 
nalne, yet is full of folicituc}e an(1 anxiety, allC} dare not 

pofitively affirm his own intereft in the Saviour. 'Vhat 
is fet before us in this ordinance, particularly what I have 
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this day opened up on the (ubjeCt, win ihow how well it 
is fitted for ftrengthening the weak, and comforting the 
feeble-minded. But, to explain this prol>riety a little, 
let me afk you is your doubt of God's willingnefs to re
ceive returning finners? This doubt the Lord's fupper 
is a fuJi refolution of; this table {pread by his appointment, 
is an exprefs ftipulation, on his part, of pardon and peace, 
.to aU who are willing to accept of them on the terms of 
the gofpel? 'Veil, but what are the terms of the goipel ? 
Infinitely free and gracious, on the one hand, and exceed
ing ftriel and fevere on the other; full forgivenefs to the 
chief of finners, without any merit or qualification on their 
part; complete deliverance from the power of corrupti
on; and fanai6cation. by the Holy Spirit of grace. What 
then are the fevere terms? "rrllly to accept of them juft 
as fully and freely as they are offered; to receive forgive
nefs as mere mercy, \vhich \~·e have not deferved, and 
defire deliverance from every fin without exception; and 
to expeCt to obtain it not from ourfelves, but by the firength 
that is in Chrift: the true felf.denial of the gofpel is the 
hardeR: facrifice to human pride. Men may cry up mo
rality, and boaft of it, and truft in it, and never praCtife 
it; but heartill' to approve of the whoie law of God, and 
breathe after conforlnity to it, as the purchafe of Chrill's 
death, and the effeCt of our union with him, and giving 
the honor of it ollly to him, this, if I miftake not, is tIle 
obedience offaith. Now, do you doubt whether you have 
accepted Chrift on thefe terms? This is not doubting ... 
but refufing; and I have no confolation for you. But if 
you are willing that Chrifi 1hould be aU, and you fhould 
be nothing, and fincerely grieve for the fin and impurity 
that Rill cleaves to you, and even for your unbelief, and 
the hardnefs of your hearts, come to this table, and " my 
" God fhall fupply all your wants from his riches in glory 
" by Chrift J efus." 

3d1y, That I may, if poffible, yet farther illunrate and 
rommend the divine grace, here is matter of joy to all 
without exception: "Behold, 1 bring you glad tidings 
H of great joy, that God is in Chrift reconciling the world 
~'llnto.himfelf!" YOlI ha\'e caufe to be tllanl{ful, that, 



.. -- ..... _ .......... ···0 J -.I . " 
--J 

for your former contempt of mercy, you have not been cut 
of from the land of the living, and condemned for c\·er 
to the ftames. 0 that you were fenfible. what grace and 
patience is exercifed towards lOOU in your daily prefcnoa
tion! tllat your pan refulals have not been accepted as 
your final choice, and your fiate determined beyond re
demption! I do) now, upon this folemn occafion, when 
tbe body and b100d of Chrift, as brok~n and {hed for fln
neTS, is to be fet before you, by his warrant and authority, 
befeech you, by the mercies of God, and pray you to be 
reconciled unto him. Shall I be obliged, on this· feafon 
of joy, amidft fo bright a difplay of divine love, to un.,. 
fheath the fword of almight}r vengeance, and denounce th~ 
terrors of the Lord? No, my brethrell, I rather Chl.lfe, 
ROW, to befeech than to command, ~o invite than to threat. 
en you; to fhew you the wrath of God falling upon your 
Saviour than upon yourfeJves; and fhall not his love COI1-

ftrain you, {hall not his mercy perfuade you, not to rejeCt 
the counfe! of God againft yourfelves? Will ye"u prefer 
the pleafures of fin, carnal mirth, and fenfual riot, to aU 
the ble1fed fruits of divine love? You will fay, I fufpeCl:, 
that you have but a cold notion of all this profufion of Ian. 
guage about joy in God; it is becaufe you know it not. 
Do but taUe and fee, that the Lord is good! I am fenfible, 
hOWe\Ter, it is in vain to fpeak to any hut thore who are 
weary of their fins; and therefore I filal} only, in our Sa .. 
viour's words, caU all thofe "who are weary and heavy 
" laden to come unto him, that they may ht'~'Te reft." As 
this ordinance is proper for ratifying former engagements, 
fo it is alfo proper for entering into covenant with God, 
and folemnly giving yourfelves to be his. And oh that this 
may be a day and place, marked in the regifters of hea
ven, when and where many joined themfelves to the Lord 
in a perpetual covenant never to be forgotten or recal1ed ! 

3. The Ian ufe to be made of this fubjea, is to fllO\V 

you what is your proper employment at the Lord's table. 
It ought to be a joyful, thankful application of the bleffings 
of Chrift's purchafe to your fouls. Be firong in faith, 
giving glory to God; not only celebrate his love, but im .. 
prove it, by afl<.:ing, in faith, every thing neceffary to 
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your fanEtification and peace • .-...I ihall {but up al1, by de
firing you tCi ufe the Pfal min's preface, in going unto 
God, who fays, in the 3d verfe, "0 fend !lut thy light 
" and thy truth; let them lead me, let them bring me in
" to thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles." In order to 
nife and elevate your minds, to fix and engage" your un
fettled hearts, apply to God, who hath the hearts of all 
men in his hand, that he would difpofe you for his fervic:e; 
that he would ibed abroad his love in your hearts, and 
make you joyful in his houfe of prayer. And my earneft 
prayer to God for you, is, that he would at this time, con .. 
vert fome, or (why 1hould we limit him?) every profane 
finner in this affembly; pull off the ma& af hypoerites, 
and {hew them their own likenefs; that he would make it 
a joyful communion to many of you, and a profitable com
munion to all. Amen. 
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THE CHRISTIA!i's DISPOSITION UNDER A SENSE Of 

· ~lERCIES RECEI\TED. 

SERMON 21 • 

••• 

P SAL M cxvi. 7. 

R~turn unto thy rest, 0 my SOIII, for tile Lord hatl, dca', 
. hOllntifully wit/I, tlu~e • 

• 

I T is the language of nature, as well as of grace, to cry 
to God in difirefs. When great extremity fhows the 

weaknefs of all other help; there remains fo much of God 
written on the confciences even of the mon profligate, as 
excites them to this duty. Tile truth of tllis obfervation 
appears from mara! fcripture examples, as well as every 
day's experience. But though bad men may cry to God 
for c.!eliverance (rom fuffering, they know little, if any 
thing at all, of returning to God in duty and gratitude, ior 
the mercy received, PCal. lxxviii. 34,-3 i. "'Vhen he 
" flew them, then they fought hiln; and they returned, 
" and inquired early after God. And they remembered 
" that God was their rock, and the high God their Redeem
"er. Neverthelefs, they did flatter him with their mouth, 
" and they lied unto him with their tongues. For their 
" heart was not right with him; f'either were they fiedfafl 
" in his covenant." See alfo the account of the ten lepers, 
Luke xvii. 12,-17. "And as he entered into a certain 
" village, there met him ten lnen that were lepers, which 
,~ flood afar off, and they lifted up their voices, and raid. 
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., Jcfns, Maner, have merc7 on us. Ancl, when he raw 
,. 'hem, he faid unto them, go {hew yourfelves unto the 
4' 1 :idls; and it came to pafs, that, as they went, they 
" \vere clea1.1fed. And one of them, when he faw that he 
" was healed, turnecl hack, and, with a loud voice,. glori
" fied God, and fell Jown on his face, at hi5 feet, giving 
" him thanks; and he was a Samaritan: and Jefus an
" fwering, faid, 'Vere there not ten cleanfed? but where 
" are the nine ?', They all cried alike for the cure; but 
the greateft part foon forgot their obligation to their mer-
(;iful Saviour. • 

It is no ,yay difficult to aCCOllnt for this behavior in bad 
men; btlt, alas! it is tnelancholy to think how much of 
this unhappy difpofition is to be found even in the beft •. 
\Vhen the preffure of any trial is felt, they flee to God as 
their refuge and fecurity; with fervent fupplication, and 
earneft wrefiling, they intreat his help. B\1t, though we 
.n1ufi: not charge any fincere fervant of. God with an entire 
forgetfulnefs of his goodnefs, or open defertion of his fer
vice; yet, I an1 afraid, that many are very defeCtive in 

. this particular; and that few, very few, preferve the fame 
folicittlde to improve their mercies, as to obtain thenl. 

My intention is to apply this to us, who have lately 
been at the Lord's table; and, I hope, before going there, 
not a few were earnefi in their prayers for the divine pre
fence. Urged by the fufferings of this mortal body, the 

,lors of outward comforts, the power of inward temptati
ons, or a defire of the return of all abfent God, or the 
quickening of a flothful fpirit, they fought confolation in 
this holy ordinance; they went to feek the Lord, going 
and weeping. I hope alfo, and believe, that many went 
not in vain, but "found him whom their foul loved, found 
"him, and would not let him go." All fuch ought to 
imitate the Pfalmift in the fpirit that breathes through the 
,vhole of-this P1:11m; and, particularly, in the words of 
111Y text: Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul, for ihe Lord 
hath dealt bountiful~y with thee. 

I need 0111y fay, in a very fe\v ,,'ords, that the whole 
Pfalm is an expreffion of his gratitude for deliverance 
from great fufferings, from enemies cruel and treacherous. 
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They were a1fo of an inward, as well as an outward kind. 
as all his trials did ordinarily bring fin to rememw,rance, 
and fill him .~ ltb a humbling fenfe of the awful judgments 
of a holy and ribhteous God. He feems alfo to have been 
;(\.-ricularly exercifed in praye~ to God his aU.fufticient 
help: vera 3, 4. "'fhe forrow~ of:leath compatrcd me. 
" and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found troubJe 
" and forrow. Then called I upon the name of the Lord; 
" 0 Lord, I befeech tl1ee, deliver my foul,"~ He there
upon celebrates the mercy of God, and wearing the bonds 
of Jove, defires to exprefs his obligations in the firongeft: 
terms, and to fatisfy them by the moll ~nearful obedience: 
verfe 12. "What fhall I render unto the Lord for all his 
" benefits towards me ?', 

In difcourfing further, at this tilJ.le, I fhlll jun obferve, 
that the words of the text contain the Pfalmift's refolution: 
Return 1Jnto thy rest, 0 my soul.-And the reafon 00 

whict it is foun{ "'; for the Lord hath deall DOll1l1i-
fully with thee. Thefe two, as applicable to the fervants 
of God in general, and ourfelves.in particular, I fhaU -Jif. 
tincHy confider, not in the order of the words, but in the 
order. of nature. ' 

I. I fhal1 defcribe the nate of thofe with whom God 
hath d.ea1t bountifuily. 

II. Explain the import of the Pfalmift's refol ution , 
which ought to be theirs: . Return unto thy rest, 0 my soul. 

And then 1hall make fome praaical improvement of 
the fubjeB:. 

I. Then, I fhall defcribe the nate of thofe with whom 
God hath dealt bouluifully; and I a~ft to defcribe this, 
in its great lines, from experience, beieeching every one 
prefent to hear it with applicatkn; and to add fuch cir
cumfiances to the feveral partict.blS, as will make them 
completely fuitable to his own fiate-Obferve, then, 

I. That the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thofe from 
whom ·he hath removed any affliCtion under which they 
groarAeci, and for deliverance from which they prayed.
If we would count our D"lercies, they are very many: and 
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we often lore both the ielifl, of them, and the benefit of 
them, by not ohferving them. Thore who are delivered 
from ficknefs, or the fear of it, in themfelves, or their rela
tions, ought to be fenfible of the gocdnefs of God, who 
maketh them to lye down and rife up in fafety.-If any 
had reafon to fear cOflfinement from ordinances, or from 
ufefulnefs, they fbould fay, with the Pfalmift, Pfal. cxviii. 
16, · · 19- LC The right hand of the Lord is exalted; the 
e, right hand of the Lord doth valiantly. 1 fhall not die, 
" l>llt live, and declare the works of the Lord; the l...ord 
" J)~th cbafit:ned me fore; but he hath n~t given me over 
" unto death. Open to me the gates of righteoufnefs; I 
" will go into them, and I will praife the Lord."-If any 
were oppre[ed with calumny and reproach, and God hath 
hidden thenl from the ftrife of tongues, hath pleaded their 
caJlfe, or brought forth their "judgment as the 1ight, and 
" their Tighteoufnefs as the noon-day .. " The Pfalmift 
fays, pral. cxviii. 10,-14, "All nations compaffed me 
''" about; but in the name of the Lord will I deftroy them. 
e: They cODlpaffed me about, yea, they compaffed me 
,< about; but, ill the name of the Lord, I will deftroy them. 
" They compaffed me about like bees; they are quenched 
\' as the fire of thorns; for, in the name of the Lor(l, I 
,\ will dellroy them. Thou haft thruft fore at me, that I 
" might fall; but the Lord helped me: the I..ord is my 
" firength anc} fong, and is become my falvation." If 
any are delivered from the fear of want, and a reafonable 
profpea: given them of competent and fuitable provifion 
tor thenlfelves and families; if tIley can remember the 
time, whether lately or at a greater difiance, when they 
jeeoled to be threat~ned with poverty and dependance, 
and all the ihame, difirefs, and temptation that actends 
that enfnaring ftate; if, I fay, they can remember this, and 
fee how God, by a gracious providence, has led them by 
tIle hand; has gi\Ten them food to eat and raiment to ptlt 
on, and even honored thetn with the ability and the heart 
to ftretch out their hands to the poor and needy, the father .. 
lefs and the widow; furely he hath dealt bountifulJy with 
them. They OUgllt to fay \vith the Ilfalmifi, Pfal. xxiii. 5, 
" Thou prepareft a table before me in the prefence of 
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" mine enemies: thou anointeft my head with oil~ my 
" cup runneth over. "-If any have been burdened with a 
fenfe of guilt, the arrows of the Lord within tbem~ and the 
poifon thereof drinking up their fouls, and God hath re· 
vealed himfelf to them, as pardoning iniquity, tra.'lfgrefli. 
on, and fin; if they have been enabled to lay hold, \\'ith 
elearnefs and confidence, of the grt~t atonement, tbey 
have furely tafted of his love: Or~ if a fpirit of bornbse 
and llavifh fear has given a forbidding afpea to the paths 
of piety, or hath brought a gloom and dllrknefs upon tbe: 
paths of providence, and it hath pleafed God to 1peak 
peace to their fouls, by the Spirit of confolation, they wili 
fay with the PfaJmifi:~ Pfalm riii. I, "Bids the Lord~ 0 
" my foul, and aU that is within nle, blefs his holy name. ,. 
-Or, finally, if any hath complained of a dead~ llothful, 
fecure frame, relling too eamy in the form, and minding 
little of the power of godlinefs, and it hath pleafed God 
to touch their hearts and lips with a live.coal fro~ off his 
altar; to command their attention by his word; to excite 
their affell:ions in his worfhip, and to give a new Hrain of 
Watchfulnefs and tendernefs to the whole of their conver
fation: they have furely the greateft reafon to fay, "He. 
" turn unto thy reft, 0 my foul, for the Lord hath dealt 
" bountifully with t.1}ee." 

2. The Lord hath dealt bountifully with you, if you 
can obferve a particular mark and fignature of his provi
dence in your mercies. It is one thing to receive the 
bounty of providence, and another to difcem and coafefs 
the hand that beftows it. Even with regard to the blefT
ings that are, in a great meafure, common to every thing 
that lives, it is a matter of the higheft moment, and or 
great influence in religion, to have a deep and ferious con· 
vic\ion from whom they flow, to be fenfible of the abfo
lute and conRant dependance of every creature upon God. 
It places us immediately in our Maker'S pretence; for, 
as the apoftle Paul fays, A8:s xvii. 27, "-He is not rar 
" from e\gery one of us. For in him we live, and move, 
" and have our being." 

But though this is not to be negleCted, I have fomething 
farther in view, viz. When we can obferve the particular 



ftepsof providence, as .. ~II as the gr"cious inl~t:~ion of it, 
as the fruit of fpeml and diftioguifhing love. The foot
fteps of Proridence am to be feen often in the means,
iD the fedon, and in the nature of the mercy. 

til. ~Den the means by which any mercy is brought 
about are extraordinary, and far beyond the re3.ch of hu
man wifdom, it ferves to R.ow that God himfelf hath been 
their help. Sometim~s the children of God are left to 
prove the weaknefs or all created help, and to be ur~d in 
a manner to the brink of defpair, that their J;;!.vcrance 
Illay be tbe more f"naJ, and may the more evidently 
point out the -very finger of God. 'Vbat a mercy is it. 
when the enemies of good men wait for tbc!ir haIting, and 
hope to overcome them, and yet they are remarbbly de
li,-ered, al1d out of weaknefs are made firong? ~ how 
the Pfalmift prays, PfaJ. lxxxvi. 16, 17. u. 0 turn unto 
U me, and bave mercy upon nle. Give thy ftrength unto 
" thy (eryant, and fave the Ion of thine hatl(lmaid. Shew 
.t me a token for good, that they which hate me may fee 
u it, ~nd be afh~-d; becaufe thou, Lord, haft hoI pen 
cC nle~ and conlfurted me." 

2dly. Sometime~ tile providence of God is feen- in the 
leafon of the mercy. It is bellowed \vhen it is moR need
ed, or when it may be of greateft ufe. When the f.uth of 
his people is beginning ~o fail, it frequently meets with 
unexpeCted and eminent fupport, Pc. lxxiii. 2, "But ~ 
«to for me, my feet were atlnoft gone: my Reps had well 
Cl nigh flipt." v. 10. "Therefore his people return hi· 
e, tber: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them." 
Piilm xciv. 16., 17, 18, 19. n \\no will rife up for me 
eC againft the evil doers? or who will ftand up for -me 
1\( againft the workers of iniquity? Uralefs the Lord had 
." been my help, my f\lul had almoft dwelt in file-nce. 
" 'Vhenl faid, my foot llippeth; thy mercy, 0 Lord, 
" held me up. In the multitude of my thoughts within 
" me, thy comforts delight my foul." \Vhen It.ey have 
duties of importance before them, they have fometimes 
iuch fupplies of grace and ftrength given them, as to carry 
them through with comfort and \vith credit. Sooletimes, 
to prepare them for trials which may be before them, they 



a sms~ oJ mer,i~s rt,~rvtd. 113 

. e uncommon meafures of confo13tion from :.11ove; and 
. ~til~~ undc:r or after trials, for their fupport and com-

. ~~ ~ t h=)- tlttet \\-ith all in tile Cre:ltor, alld much more 
~. ";. they b:t in thecl'e:lttlre. And I hope, my brethren, 
i~~ \t'_· ~·,:~'te cttlfe to 1{lore the \viflloln, as \\-el) as the 
~,';; ~ !.'i G.:-!.i in puhlic orJtnances~ that dire8s his minif· 
:~'r~. ~s \veil as his Spirit, to fuch inflruCtions as may be 
;;:uil fuitable, both to the ,,,ants al1d tile defires of his 
faints. How excellent is fOtlnd infiruc\:ion, at allV rate! 

• 
Bllt what a new beaut}' and excellency does is acquirf!, 
in the eyes of that periOn, to whofe inward complaints it 
is direfily fuited? '\:"'e may fay of it as Solomon fays, 
Proverbs xv. 23, c& A man hath joy hy t!lt! anfwer of his 
" month; and a word fpoken in due leaton, how 600<1 is 
" it ?'.. XX\'. I I. "A \\?oni fitly fpoke!l is like appJ~s 
" of gold in piCtures of filver." Ifaiah J. 4. u 1~he LOft} 

" God hath given me the tongue of the learnet!~ that I 
" ihou]d know how to fpeak a word in feafon to him that 
" is wearv. " ., 

3d]y. vnce more: Ffhe fignatllre of Pro\'idence is 
fometimes feen in the nature of the mercy, \\,Ilen it is ex--.a1y fuited to tIle Rate antI cllaraCl:er of the perfon con-
~emed. Our temper, Ration, dllties, have in them a \gery 
great diverfity; and there is frequently an opportunity to 
obfcrve how God difpenfcs his gifts with wifaom and pr~ 
priety. If he gives to the rich, humility, thankfulnefs, or 
liberality; to the poor, patience, trull, and refignation: 
]f he keeps the weak from temptation and trial; and fills 
,vith fortitlrde thofe who are to meet \\,itll refinance; alll1, 
in general, accoillmodates his rnercies to tlleir a))parellt 
neceffity, can it be denied, that be deals bountifully with 
them. \\7 e are taught this truth in a very ten(l~ parra~.e, 
pral. ciii. 13, 14. "Like as a father pitieth his chiUre!l, 
" fo the Lord pitieth them that feal' him; for he kno"',;e::l 
,( O!lr frame; he reli-lembereth tJlat ·,ve arc dull." In Ina· 
ny inflances, indeed, this kindnefs and conclefcenfiorl is 
to be obferved both in tIle nature of nlercies, ao(l ill tile 
meafure of afHiCtiol1S, Ifa. xxvii. 8. "In lueafllre, \vh<:n 
" it fhooteth forth, thou wilt debate with it; he tbyt:th 

\70L• II. P 
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" his rough wind in the day of the eaft wind." This leads 
me to obfc:rve, 

3. That the Lord cleals bountifully with. his people, 
when he gives them a clear and fatisfying view of the fa. 
lutary end, and enables them to make a fanitified ufe 
bat}l of their trials and Inercies. I need not tell }'OU, that 
calamities of \'arious kinds are infeparable from this nate 
of mortality atl(l of fin; neither need I tell YOlI that the 
children of God never were, llor ever fIlall be exempted 
from their fhare. But, as their mercies have a quite dif. 
f~rent nature and influence, from thofe which are bellow
ed upon a carelefs, fecure world; fo their trials have a pe .. 
culiar direCtion, and are capable of a fpiritual improve
ment: l1ay, they are reprefented in fcripture, as the frui~ 
and evidence of love, Heb. xii. s. "And ye have forgot-· 
" ten the exhortatioll which fpeaketh unto you as unto 
~, children, My fon, defpife not thou the chatlening of the 
'-, Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him." Pralm 
]~xxix. 30, 31 , 32 , 33. "If his children forf.lke my law, 
" and walk not in my judgments; if they break my fta
" tutes, and keep not my commandments, then will I 
~, vifit their tranfgreffion with the rod, and their iniquity 
" with ftripes: neverthelels, my loving-kindnefs will I 
.. , not utterly take from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to 
" fail." 

Now, my brethren, fometimes the children of God may 
firuggle for a feafon under affiiaions, and find much diffi. 
culty to adhere fiedfafily to their duty : nay, what do I 
jay? truly they may fin not a 1ittle by impatience in their 
hearts, and f peaking unadvifedly with their lips, as well 
as by finking under the firoke, and manifefting unbelief 
and diflrufl in the rock of their falvation. They may be 
alfo greatly at a lofs to interpret the language of Provi. 
dence, and difcover the caufe of God's controverfy with 
t!lem. rrhey rna}' fay, '\lith the Pfalmifi, pral. Ixxvii. 6, 
-9, "I call to relnembrance my fong in the night; I 
" commune with mine own heart, and my 1pirit made di
C\ ligent fe:Lrcll. Will the Lord caft off forever? and will 
" he be favorable no more? Is his mercy clean gone for. 
U ever? Doth his promife filii for evermore? Hath God 
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" forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger ihut up his 
" tender mercies? Selah." Or, with Job, Job x. 1,-3, 
" My foul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint 
" upon myfelf; I win fpeak in the bitternefs of my foul. 
"I will fay unto God, do not condemn me j fbew me 
" wherefore thou contendeft \vith me. Is it gOQ(1 Ullto 

c, thee, that thou fhouldeft opprefs? that thou fhouldefl 
"defpife the work of thine hands, and thine upon the 
" counfel of the wicked ?', 

But what a mercy is it, when it pleafeth God to recon
cile our minds to the will of his provillence; to fet home 
upon the confcience his right of fovereignty; his tide to 
difpofe of our perrons, our reputation, our fubftance, our 
relations, without exception, and withollt condition,. evell 
as he will. 0 how happy! to be able to fay, with our 
fuffering Saviour, "0 my Father, if it be poffible, let this 
" cup pafs from me! neverthelefs, not as I will, but as 
" thou wilt. And, again, if this cup may not pafs away 
" from me, except I drink it, thy will be (lone." Is this 
unreafonable ? . Nothing lefs. Should he not do ~Jhat he 
will with his own? Is it impoRible? Ble[ed' be God, it is 
far from it. How happy, my brethren, to lJave our cor
ruptions mortified by fuffering! to have the fpirit broken 
by contrition and pellitence, ,vilell the body is l)ro~:ell by 
ficknefs or diftrefs; to weaken Ollr attachment to tIle 
world, when it is fllO\ving its infiability and uncertaillty 
as our po{feffion; to hate the fin for which, and not the 
God by \vhom the firoke is infiiCte(l, let it be of \Vllat na
tllre foever it \viII? 0 how happy to have divine cOl1fo
lation under fuffering! an angel from heaven firengthen. 
iog us! the foul fonowing hard after God! when the be· 
liever is enableci to delight himfelf in God, e\'en in the 
abfence of all outward comfort! and to fay witll Hab. iii. 
17, 18, "Although the fig-tree ilial! not bloffom, neither 
" thall fruit be in the vines; the labor of tIle olive fllall 
" fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat; the flock filall 
" be cut off from the fold, and there iliall be no Ilerli in the 
" fialls; yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
" Gad of my falvation !" 0 how happy is it, when w(! 

(;xperience the fanCtifying effects of fuffering,. to be able ta 



r 16 Th,.: Chr' 'iv"'s disposition unJ~r 

look back upon it, and f: l~d the bittemefs and feverily 
over, or mitigated by timt., ,'ut the fruits of it ~m3.ining, 
and daily gathering firength ! One afiliBion, truly fanc
tilied, prepares the mind ft'r others to follow, and makes 
them bot)l Inore tolerable, alld more \ll~fu~. He " ... ho has 
fought, and found confolation in God, \Al~< i~r one dillion, 
is refrefued, braced, and armed for another combat; he is 
not 10 DlllCh afraid of ne\v and llnknown enemies, becaule 
he kno\Vs where to find fure and dfc:llual fupport. There 
is fometbing very noble an/ .' ,:mated in that part of the 
a )'oflJe llal)}'s difcourfe t(- ,elders of Ephefus, Wllich 
J"elates to his fufferings for tia~ gofpe}, A8s U. 22, 23, 24-
" And now, behold, I go bound in the fpirit unto Jerufa
" lern, not kno\\1illg the tlli!1gs that filal) heral me there : 
" fa"e that the Holy Ghoft witne!feth in every city, fay
" ing, that bonds and affliCtions ab:de me. Hut none of 
,. theie tllings nlove me; neither count I my life dear 
" unto myJe1t: fo that I might finifh my courfe with joy, 
" and the Qlinifiry which I have received of the Lolli Je
" fllS, to teftify the gorpel of the grace of God." I cannot 
~o through either every kind of futtering, or every kind of 
benefit we IlIa}' receive from it; but lve have the pleafure 
of feeing tile fcripture faints, bOLlt in the Old and New 
rr efiament, bearing witnefs to the falutary confequence of 
aflliaion. 1'hus David fays, Pfa1. cxix. 67, "Before I 
u was affiiB:ed, I went afiray; but now have I kept thy 
" \vord :" and verfe 71, "It is good for me that I have 
" been affliCted, that I migllt learll thy ftatlJtes." And 
the apofile Paul, Rom. V.3. "And not only fo; but we 
" glory in tribulation all(), kllowillg that tribulation work
" etll patience." Alld fo certaill is tllis trutll, that, I am 
verfuaded, there is no ferious exercifcd perfon among us, 
hut is willing to ilrengthen the evidence by his own tefti. 
nlOn}'. 

I rnly add, that the Lord deals very bountifuily with 
tllofc to \Vh()ln 11e gives the ·fanttified uie cf their mercies; 
wlu:n in general mercies have not led to fecurity or pride, 
but to thankfulnefs, and even to a holy concern to im~ 
]1rO\"e thelll to tIle glory of Gocl; \v}lell great abulldance 
c~· outward poilclliollS has not led to fen fu ality , or prota .. 



Q SOISt of mtTC;CS rtmwd. 117 

nit,·, or hlnlnefs of heart; but, on the contrary, to hUe 
miiity, ufi::;ulnefs, liberality; ,,"hen a numerous or grow
ing family, children fpringing up as olive plants round 
about tile table, 0111y fill the parents ",itll a tender ccncenl 
to train them up in the fear of God, and fcafon their young 
hearts with early impreffions of religion; when, infiead of 
a fooJitll jealoufy or ambition to have )·our children Dlore 
fllmptuoufly dreffed than others, your great ~are is to have 
them kept from the fodety of the vicious, and to l""ve them 
no \vay behind the very beft accomplifhed in f\"- :~. brancll 
of ufefuI knowledge; wh~n you ar' t~\fore\: \'. .i.~il the ef: 
teenl and aflcc\iOll 01' others, anu · -;0(1 e!labl~s you to im
prove your influence by zeal· : (!i1igence in doing good. 

Thefe are all Janiti6ed nll" -_' S; and, as the Lord deals 
bountifully with thofe on whom they are befiowed frolll 
time to time; fo, in atls of foielnn worfhip, it is an UD

fpeakable happinefs, when fueh views are taken of our 
Bate and fituation, and of the afpe8: of providence towards 
us, as ferve to confirm and flrengthen every holy difpofiti
on, and lead us in the paths of truth and righteoufnefs. 
In the 

4th, And laft place, The LOTtf.hath dealt hOllluijult., 
'\'ith thofe ""hom he hath admitted to the moft illtiolate 
and fpiritual communion with himfelf; thofe whom he 
hath carried above the fphere of temptation, filled thelll 
with fenfible joy in the Holy Ghoft here, and eameft de-
1ires after the complete 2lnd perpetual enjoyment of his 
prefence in heaven. My br~thren, it is no contemptible 
communion· with God, when the foul is poun~d out in 
penitential forro\v, filled with hatred of fin, \vith a ]o\·e 
of God's laws, or fubmifiion to his providence; when the 
Spirit Ihines with cleamefs either on commands or pro
nlifest and makes the heart approve and rell in them; but 
there are alfo filecial happy iealons, when the believer may 
be faid to lea,~c! llis mercies, trials, fins, and duties, alto
gether at a diitance, and to rejoice in the contemplation 
of an infinite GoJ. He is the proper object of the higheR: 
etleem, and moll ardent love of every reafonable creature; 
he is the immediate objeCl: of delight and wonder to the 
ccleUial hoils; and fometimcs he vouc;hfafes fome degree 
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of the like exalted joy even to the h1ints on earth. It 
feerns to have been the clefire of Mores, when he fays, 
Exod. xxxiii. 18, "-I befeech thee thew me thy glory." 
And the fame feems to have been the happy attainment 
of the difciples on the mount of transfiguration; of which 
fee the account, Matth. xvii. 1,-4, "And after fix days, 
" Jefus taketh Peter .. James, and John his brother, and 
" bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, a'ld was 
" transfigured before them, and his face did fhine as the 
" fun, and his raiment was white as the light; and, be. 
" hold, there appeared unto them Mofes and Elias talking 
" with him. "Then anfwered Peter, and {aid unt\) Jefus, 
" LoTtI, it is good for us to be here: if thou wilt, let us 
~, make here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for 
" 1vlofes, and one for Elias." The IuUre of their Maller's 
appearance, and what they heard of his intercourfe with 
the t\\·o inhabitants of hea\yen, feems to h~ve made them 
quite forget that they had any thing to dc>oo earth: or, at 
lean, made them very unwilling to return to their former 
flate. 

I-Iow fuall I explain this, or bring it down to the con
ception of worldly men? Perhaps it is wrong to attempt 
it; t)llt, left any fhould go away, fpeaking with contempt 
or indignation of communicn with God, as extravagance, 
enthufiafm, and folly, T fuan take leave to fupport it by 
the following illufiration. 3Llppofe any of you were, as 
perhaps you have been, admitted to the fight of rome ex
ceeding firange and vonderful appearance in nature or 
art; will not this (~metimes fill you with inexprellible 
furprife and delight?· will it not, for a time, quite fufpend 
your attention to any thing elfe ? Your bufinefs, cares, 
fears, alltl other pleafures, will be all forgotten for a feafon. 
No\v, if this is the cafe, I defire to know, why the glory 
of the true God,· difcoverecl ill his wore}, al1d· illllftrated. 
by his Spirit, may not, or ought not to be the fubjeCt of 
the greaten wonder, and mon exalted pleafure, to thofe 
who truly love him? The truth is, there is fo much to be 
feen, thCl~t is fllrprifing alld afioniihing, both in the nature 
anc1 \vorlcs of Go(l, in creation, providence, ancl re(letnp
tion, tha\: the only thing that hinders us from dwelling 
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with delight on this great fubjeCl:, is the finfulncfs of our 
nature, which too firongly prompts us to flee from him. 
When tl1erefore the believer is freed from tIle apprell~n
fions of gllilt, and goes to Go(l, as Jlis God, in gratitude 
and duty, it is no wonder that he tafles a little of that un· 
fpeakable joy that is a.t his right hand. I doubt not, but 
many wili fay this is true. 0 let but the light of his re· 
conciled countenance {hine upon me, let me be but free 
from the doubt, fnfpicion, and fear, fuggefied by my fins, 
and heaven would immediately begin to dawn upon my 
foul! 

As intimate communion with God may be Jaid to bring 
down fomething of heaven to·earth, fo it always carrie. 
the defires of the foul from earth to heaven. It is not on
ly made up of faith and contemplation in the prefent flate, 
but of hope, which breathes after further di1coveries in a 
fiate of greater perfection. ] t not only increafes defire. 
but helps our conceptions. The foul, if I may fpeak fo, 
climbs up to the fummit of prefent enjoyments, that it 
may fee the farther into what flill remains. It fays, as it 
\vere, if ruch the glory and lufire of the outer court, what 
muft be the unvailed fplendor of the holy of holies. You 
fee the apoftle Paulluakes this ufe of comparative reflecti
ons, 1 Cor. xiii. 9,-12, "For we kno\v in part; al1d 
" we prophefy in part; but when that which IS perfea is 
"come, then that which is jn part fhaU be done away. 
" When I was a child, I f pake as a child, I underflood as 
" a child, I thought as a child; but, when I becalne a 
" man, I put away childi1h things: for now we fee through 
" a glafs darkly; but then face to face: no\v I know ill 

" part, but then thall I know e\'en as alfo I am kI10\\'11~" 
I John iii. 2.-" And it doth not yet appear what we fhaIl 
"be; but \ve know, that wIlen he iliall apl)ear, \ve filall 
" be like him; for we 1hall fee him as he is. " 

Alas! my bretllren, that intinlate communion with 
God fhould be fo rare, and that fo few of us filould attain 
to the difpofition of the Apofile of the Gentiles, who deli. 
red ", to depart and to be \vith Chrifi, which is far better." 
Let us be afhamed of it. Surely many of us have tafted 
a good deal, and fe~n a good deal more of the vanity of 
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the world, which ought to wean our affeCtions irom it. 
Happy, happy they! who can ufe tho! language of the 
apotlJe to the Philippians, Phil. iii. le, ~I. "For our 
" converfation is in heaven, from "'hence alfo \\-e look for 
" the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift; who fhall change 
" Ollr vile bod}~, that it may be faOlioned like unto his 
" glorious body, according to the workin~, whereby he is 
'~able even to fubc.lue aU things unto himfelf." And, 
Titus ii. '3. "Looking for that bleffc:d hope, and the glo
" rious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour, Je. 
" fus Chriii.'J That there are fome \\~ho )lave been for
mer)y, and of late, 10 ha ppily vifited with the di vine pre
fence, I Ilive little doubt; aflr~ to as many as have been fo, 
furely I anl warranted to fay, the Lord hath dealt botmti-
fully with )'ou. 

11. I come now to the fecond thing propofed, viz. to 
explain the import of the P1almifi's refolution, or his ex
hortatiol1 to llis o\vn foul, Wllich all in tIle fame fituation 
ought to imitate, RetUrtl unto th)' rest, 0 my SOld. J t 
may, perhaps, be fuppofed only to imply, that he refolves 
to forget his anxiety and care, and folace himfelf in that 
fiate of quiet and fecurity to which. he was happily brought 
by the kindnefs of Providence; but though, no doubt, 
this may be confidered as, in part, the meaning of the 
words, J cannot think it is the whole. It would be doing 
great injury to the holy Pfalmifi, to fuppofe that he was 
not carried upward, in his views, to the Author of his refi, 
or to Gocl 11imfelf, as the refl of his foul. TIle \\r}101e 

pralm, indeed, breathes his piety and gratitude to God; 
and his defire of tefiifying it by every proper and accepta
ble expreffion. rraking the words, therefore, in this 
light, we may fuppofe them to imply the following parti
Clllars: 

1. Return, and give the praife where it is due; and 
humbly acknowledge God as the author of thy mercies. 
lIe had, as we fee by the preceding verfes, earnefily im. 
plore(1 11ell) frolll God in his difirefs; anc} now defires to 
(:onfefs that it came from no other quarter. \V' e are ex
ceeding ready to fail in this particular; fom.etimes \\'e 



1~1 

100k upon the outward means and \'ifibJe infiruments of 
our c1e1iYerance, and forget the Supreme l)iJllofcr cf :dl 
events, ,VllO elllpJoys tJlem, directs thenl, tind b:e:ll:~ 
then.. SOlnetinles \ve enlbrace tJle Illerc" it:elf \\-i!ll Jo . 
nlucll compl:lcellcJ', that \YC forget both our forfner ntfc 1'-
lit)" all(l tIle au!hor of our deli\~er~llce. III oppofiliull to 
hoth the1t:, it is our indifpt!nfable duty, to afcribt! en:ry 
nlercy \VC recei\1e, and every deliverallcc \\:-ith \vlJicil \\'e 
.ire f~\·or~d, to Gc-d~ as its 11roper 3lttl10r, a!ld tu olI~r 
11im the trillute of praife, atlJ to blefs liis 11all1C for c,"c;r. 
James i. Ii. "Every good gift, and evelT perJ~H gift i; 
" froln above, al1d comet}} clo\1in from the f'ather of li~:~t: .. · 
I admire the manne,' of fpeaking tfe:quently found in kr:i~· 
ture, \\1}lere tll~ kindntfs of men to\\·ar<ls us is illlme,li. 
ate)}' anti e1~prersI}~ attriblltcd to tile agenc)' of Go:l .. Gel}. 
~xxix. 2 I. "But the Lord was with Jofeph, and fhe\"'ct! 
" ilim Ilu:rC}9, and ga\1e him favor in the fight of the keeper 
" . of the priJon. ,J At.l:s vii. 9, 10. ".~nd the patri3}"chs, 
" mo;.'ed with envy, fold Jofeph into Egyp~; but God '\'a~ 
" \\.·ith llinl, and delivered llim out of all Il!S afllicl.iol1s, 
" alld ga\'e hiJn fa\90r alld \vifdom in the fight of Pharauil, 
" KiJ1J of E\T,rpt- and he malle him O'o\rerl10r o,rer E~'T\·pt 
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" and aJI his lloufe." Dan. i. 9. "No,,' Gotillad l)r()u~ht 
"Daniel into favor and tender love \\"ith the Prillcc of 
" tl1e eUllucllS. " 

Hm .. · great a duty, and how important a part of reiigi- _ 
011, praife and tllankfgiving to God are, olay l1e fet-'n ill 

ever}' plge of tile hoI)" fcripture, both ill tIle \vay of pre .. 
c:el)t antI example, Deut. \yiii. 10. ",\711en tll0U hafi eat-
,-- eil, and art full, tilen tllOll fhalt bIers the Lord th}? God, 
" for the gOOtl, land 'VIlich Ile hath g!\·en thee." P[~Iril 
cxxxvi. I, 2, 3. "0 give thanks unto the Lord, for he 
" is goo(l; for his mercy enduretll for ever. 0 gi\·e 
" thallks llilto tIle Go(l of gods; for his Jnercy enclurctJl 
" for ever. 0 give thanks to the Lord of lords; for his 
"mercy cn(Iuretll for ever." PIal. ciii. 1,2, 3- "HJefs 
" the Lord, 0 my fOUl, and all that is within me, hlds 
" his holy name. Blefs tIle Lor~l, 0 my foul, al1<.1 fer. 
H get not "all his benefits; who forgiveth all thine iniqui-
U ties; ,,'ho healeth ~.1l thy difeafes." Pli~hn cxlv. ~, :2.. 

'~OJ .• II. . II 



·' I will extol thee, my God, 0 king; and I will blefs 
" th\· nal:l~ for e~er an,l e\Jt~r. E\-erv d:lv ""ill I bIers . .. . 
• , th~; ant! I "ill praire thy nlJlle for e\-er and e,·er." 
And that tbis duty ought p3rti~ularJy to be difch3fl,wro by 
thore \\"h~ h~ r-e ~n highly favored of Goo io any refpefi, 
is \~ery plain. Thou~h the glory of God is the fubjrtt of 
habitual adoration, and the~ confi3llt coone of his bounty, 
the fubjd\ of habitual gratitude, yet ne\~ and fpeci:.l mer
cies, gi\~e, as it \Yere, a new fpring, and add flrength and 
'\"igor to the ioul in this e~ercire. Oilr praifes ought to 
be particu)3r, .$ \\·ell as ~~neral; and thore who obferve 
and record the fpedu inlbntts of (livine mercy toward 
them, \\'ill find a fuln~fs of heart in this duty, to which 
they are lle~tt. ftrangers, who Iatist:,v thenlfelves with a 
gellcral and indifcrinlinate acknowledgment of tbe divine 
oountv.. Manv of the Pfalnls of David ue monuments .. .. 
of his gn.titllde, for p:uticular interpofitions of Providence 
in his behalf, and bear particular Dlnks of :d'erence to the 
tillle and circumtiances of bis ditlrefs. 

I only add, upon this fubj~a, that the Plalmift mi{;,nt 
.. -ell fay, in ~'tis lenfe, R~!um unto thy rtst .. 0 my soul; 

· for a tend~t' and de8ionate ackno\\-INgm~nt of the mer ... 
cies of' God, not ollly makes us find our ~fl in him, but 
lllakes his mercies refl with US; it increafcs the f,,-eetnefs 
of every comfort i-it purifies its nature a-it l'rolongs its 
duration.-It increaf~ the f\\-eetnefs of it: for this I ap
peal to the experienc'! of every child of Goo. Do you 
e\'er tane fo much real delight in any mercy, as wh~n you 
pour out your heart to God in gratitude for beft3wing it; 
e\-ell in bins franl men \\~e are fometimes fenfible of a 

-- higher \'a)ue in tilelll, 011 aCCO~11t of the ~rfon \\'ho ~\-: 
them, than an)" worth they have in themfelves. This 
holds, in the firongell manner, with regan! to Go:}; the 
more \\~e return our mercies in praife to the giver, the 
Illore we poffc:fs them, and the greater ric:hnefs we difca
'\'er in them.--It aifo purifies their nature. l\lany inftan. 
ces of divine go'ldneis ~ganl our ftate and circumfianccs 
in the preJent life; they are the objeas of fenfible gnti
fic~tion, &\s well as religious gratitude. Now, when we 
ob!cr\'c all(l celebrate the kindncfs of lliol t.~at befic\"~ 



them, they not only firengthen the bod}"" but laHai~" tl:c 
foul. Is it not fomething more than bardy cutward pr<'
viGon, when "'e fay with the I)Jitimill, PI:,hn ~xiii" 5. 
"Thou preparefl & table before Inc" in the prd't:nce of 
u mine enemies; thou anointeft my h~ad with oil ; nly 
" cup runneth ;)ver ?"'"-Again, it prolon~s the duration 
or our mercies. One of the confequt:ncts of the weaknefs 
anti impe~ction of the prefent Ilate, is, that we are ready 
foon to forget our mercies, 3nd to )o:~ tile reJifll of them. 
In how many inftant'ts do we find, that what g:n-e ~s gre3t 
and fenfib)~ pleafure at firll, becomes, in time" habitual, 
:mel, at-Ian, ir.difl'erent to us? Now, praifing, and couldr
jpg the goodnefs of God in them" ien"es to write thetn up
Otl GUt' hearts; to continue the j\VeetlleJs of ccmll1011 nler
cies; antI keep up the menlGf}~ of fignaJ 111ercies~ or tllofe 
of a~ e!ltraonlinary kind. Health~ Urength, IlfO\'ilion, 
and comfort, when they are not interrcpted, are apt to be 
quite overlooked; but the daily acknnwledgment of di
vine goodnef~ gives us not only the poffefiion" but the ufe 
of them. Signal mercies, it} time, flip out of the nltlll0-

ry, but the more we Ila\"e ackoowledge<l t)lem, they "/ill 
be the more eafily recalled to remenlbraoce. I have 
known inftances of pious perfons appointing fixed days of 
thankfgiving for extraordinary (leJiverances1 Wllicil ferved 
to renew their ienfe of them, and gave them fome degree" 
at leaft, of tile fame joy and gratittlde \,·hich the}- felt when 
tbe event happened. Some alfo, by keeping a record in 
writing of the paths of divine providence toward them, 
are able to read them over at proper times in their of(ler ~ 
ti) compare tllem together, and tIlllS, as it ,,"ere, to Ila\!e 
a rich fcan upon a \yhoie life of mercies, the renlembra!lre 
of many of \ybich \\"ould oth~rwije have been eff:!ced by 

• tIme. 
2. This e~preflion ma}p imply retunling to God, and 

delighting in him as our reconciled God, and fupreme 
portion and hailpinefs. This is indeed the reft of the gra
cious foul, \\1thich gi\1tcs Ililll 1110re joy than all out'~Ar(1 
poffdlions taken together. His out,,·ard porreffions have 
no value, blat as they flo\\~ from it, a~l(l lea() l)ack to it. 
He f."lys with the !'JalmiJl, prall. h-. 6, 7, 8, "l'ht:re be 
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h many that fay, Vv~ho will lhow us any good? Lord, 
" lift thOll up the ]ig~lt of t~ly COllntenance llpon tiS. TllOtl 

U haft put gladnefs in my. heart, more than in the time 
" that ~heir corn and their "tine increafed. I will both 
" lay m~ do,vn in peace and fleep: for thou Lord only 
'L makeR me d,~"ell in f~!fety. Pfal. lxxiii. 23, 25. Never
(t tllelefs I am contjnual)}~ \vith the'!: thOll h~\ft 110lden Ine 
U by my right hand. Thou fhalt guide me ''lith thy (OUI14 

~, Ie), an(l aften,"ard receive me to glory". ,\7hom have I 
'L ill heaven but thee? and there is none tlPOI) eartll lilat 
.. , I defire belides thee." NO\~/, my brerllrell, this refl is 
frelluently diflurbed, and Ineets "tith interrllptiol1 ill tile 
pretent life. Sin is the cllief caufe of interrllption; it 
rtlifes an interpofing ClOl)d, and feparates bet\\?een GOll 
al1d us. But it is alio fometimes interrlllJte(1 h}:a afHiClion, 
a11d diftre{fes of \?arious kinds. Thefe t\\~O cauies llave a 
ml.ltual relation, and a lnutllal influence Olle upon anotl1er. 
i\flliClions bring fin to remembrance, arid fin fqueezes tIle 
llittereil ingredients into the CllP of afiliCtion; 10 that it 
j-Llmetill1fS l)fconles a ctlP of tiemb1ing. The believer is 
often re~d}' to m i :lake the rod of father1y correction for tl1e 
e~~t~rlnil1atin~-~ 11roke of a\Jengillg jufiice: I-Jt:nce the bitter 
and Ileart IneltiIlg coolplaints of nlan}' of the children of 
God. Job vi. 4. "For the arrows of the Almighty are 
~~ with:n me, the po.fon whereof drinketh up nly fjlirit, 
(t tIle t~rrors of Gu(l do fet themfelves in arr:l!' clgaiilfl me.") 
Pfal. xlii. 6, 7. "l) lny GOlI, Iny fOllI is rafi tlo\vn \\~ it11-
,i. ill n1e: therefore \vill I renlember tllee froln the land of 
-, TortIan, an() of the Hermonites, fronl the hill }\1iz~ .. r. 

" 
\\ .Deep cal1etll lll1to (leep at the noire of th}l \~later.1i)Ollts : 
" all tlJY \~la\:es an(l thy bi!lo\vs are gOIle o\!er n1e." Lan). 
iii. I,-.. ~. "I all1 the man tllat hath fcell aftlit1ioIl t1Y the 
'-4 roo of hi~ \VratJl. I-Ie hath led nle Clll(l brollg,11t nle ir~
{, to (larl{nefs, but not illto ligllt. Surel}1 againll Inc is he 

. " turned, he turned! his hand againft me all the day. lV[y 
" fiefh and my fkin hath he made ckl, he hath broken my 
" hot les. " · 

,,:TIliIe thi~ contint.es, tl1e l)cliever i~ exclucled from Ills 
l'eil; and indeed the more peace he can take in any thing, 
while at a dill:ance from God, fo much the \Vorfe fign it 
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is of his chara8er; fo much the more fearful fymptom ot 
Ilis {late. But \\'htn the Lor(l Jlath Joofcnccl }lie; hont)!;, 
lifted up his countenance upon him, and given him peace, 
is it not proper and natural for hinl to fay. lll,tuni mll.1 

tby rest, 0 111) soul, jor the Lord batb dealt boulltif,,11y 
"':"llb thee. '''''"hen Ile hath feen the marks of <Iiflinguifh .. 
ina love in his mercies; wIlen he hath tafiee} confolation 

o 
under fuffc:ring, or communion with God, in public or in 
fecret, will not this difpolc him to refl in God, to impra\~e 
the happy feafon, and defire its continuance? All things 
die are vain, and have proved their vanity, but complete 
fatisfactioll is here. 

I ha\'e no doubt, my brethren, t11at this is, if not tIle 
only, yet one of the chief fenfes, in which we ou~ht to Ull

derflan(l tllefe \vords. Reft, you kIlO"', fllppoie5 labor, 
and even wearinefs before. Refi alfo feems to imply that 
\vhich is the end of labor, or the defire of the \\·ea1)~. It 
alio fignifies that ,.,hich is to continue, or that \\?e \vilh to 
COlltinue \vitllOtlt further change. In this lenfe it is ulee J, 
Pfal. cxxxii. 8, and 14, "Arire, 0 Lord, into t]ly refi, 
" thou all(l the ark of tlly firength. 1'his is my refl for 
" ever; here \viII I d\\'elI; for I ha\1e defired it :" \vhicll 

. refers to tIle ark of the teftimony taking a fixe(l al)()(le, ani} 
being no more carried abollt froln place to place. rrhe 
fame fenfe is conve}7ed to us by Heb. i\'". 9, "Tllere re
" n1ailleth therefore a refl to tile peo}JIe of God." ,,7hen, 
therefore, the Pfalmifl fars, l?etllrll unto tby rest, 0 my 
sOill, it means that God, and his favor, was his fupreme 
and ultimate defire, the very centre of his hope. Is it 
not fo \\,ith every real fer\·ant of Go(l ? 1\.11 true religioll 
Iloints to~ ancl ellcls ill this. All religion, \vithout tllis~ is 
an empty form. And when we return to this, after any 
interrllptioll, is it not lil\:c the cliftreITed mariner, after 
)l:tvillg beell (lriven al10ut in a tempefiuous ocean, and 
tl1reatellcd e\'ery Inoment \\,itll (lefiruCtion by the riling 
billows, at Iail obtaining fight, and entering with heart. 
fdt joy into a haven of fecurity and peace? 

3. In the Ian place, this exprefIion implies a confideT'lce 
and reliance on God for proteCtion and fecurity a~ainn: 
j'uture dangers. This fet:lns nccc:rary to th~ complete-
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ners and perfeaion of any deliverance. rrhe danger may 
be \varcle~l off for a feafon; if there is grotln(l to fear its 
immediate or fpeedy return, the flate is very precariolls .. 
and the comfort very imperfeCt; but thofe who are deli
~gered from fear of evil, and think they can depend upon 
tbeir defence and guard, have received a (Ieliverance in
deed. 

Now, this is the vie\v which a believer is particularly 
Jed to take of God, as his fure and all.fufficient help. He 
confiders tIle greatnefs of his pO\\ger, the operation of his 
providence, and the faithfulnels of tlis promife. How of. 
ten does the Pfalmifl: exprefs, in the moD: triumphant 
nlanner, his dependance upon God? Pfal. xviii. 1, 2, 3. 
u I will love thee, 0 Lord, my firength. The Lord is 
" my rock, and my fonrers, and my deliverer; my God, 
" nly ftrength, in \vhom I will trun; my buckler, and the 
" hom of my falvation~ and my high tower. I will call 
" uFon the Lord, who is worthy to be praifed; fo nllll I 
" be t'wed from mine enemies." pral. lxii. 5, 6, 7. "~fy 
" fo!.!!, \\9ait thotl only llpon God; for my expecl:ation is 
" from llim. He only is my rock and Iny ialvatioll; Ile 
" is my defence; I fhall not be moved. In God is my 
" falvation and my glory; the rock of nly 11rength, aDel. 
e' my refuge is in God." Pfdl. cxh,j. 5, 6. U Happy is he 
" that hath the God of Jacob for hIS help, whofe hope is 
(' in tIle Lor(l llis God; \\'hich n1a(le heaven and eart)}, 
" the rea, and all that therein is, which keep~th truth for 
" c\'er.') 

1\ly brethren, this truft and dependance on God is a 
very confidcrable part of the refl and comfort of the be
lie\Tcr's foul. He is) 011 all hands, futTOUllded \vitIl ene
nlies, liable to fuffering, expofeu to temptations. Ffhe 
tnore he knoweth of himfelf, the more lle feels his o\\pn in
herent weaknefs and infufficiency. But, in God, he fees 
full a11(1 adequate provifion for all his \vants, Plaim xxxi\t. 
22. "The Lord redeeoleth the foul of his fervallts; arld 
" n()tle of tllem that truil ill him fila]l be clefolate. " 

1'his truft is alro, in a particular manner, generated, by 
remembring the paft goodnefs, or by a fenfe of the recent 
mercy of God. Vve have daily experience of our own 
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,,'e.lkllC!S and \~11(leadillefs in tIlls .-erika. '\·Ilen our 
hopes are in any nlC:afure ditappninted; wben c31amities 
tllreaten; \,-hen aftlitlions \-ilit us, ,,"e are r~3())" to )'ield 
to the dark fllggc:fiiollS of fear anti ddpondellt:c; but 
when we contemplate the g~at goocineJs of GcJ on for
mer occafiol1s, or \vhcn we have met ,,-jtb any fitlguiar 
manifefiation of his grace and favor, it f~rvcs to flrcngth
ell our con6denc~, :lnd often, ind~, to co~~r us \\ .. jlh 

ihame for our unbelief and ditlnlfl. On the \\·II01~, thtll, 
A believer \\'ho imitates the Pfalilliil in this e~l)reffion, 
RdllT11 unto If!'! rtsl, 0 my StIIli, may be fuppof~d to fay .. 
~, Thou haft tailed, 0 nly fcul, of the J:>viug khidll~fs cf 
" God! he 11Ctth brougtlt u'lee out of deep \,'"aters; he: h~!h 
" calmed thy fears; he hath ret th}~ fe~t upon a rock; he 
u hath eflablifhed thy goings; Bluftl, b!ufh! when thou 
" confidel"eft how eafily thy confidence was fhaken; how 
" prone thou waft to fink under :rlBiaion; ;md, upcn e\!"ery 
" new trial, to doubt his power, and difiruft his promife .. 
U But, now .. return unto thy reft; lay afic!e thy fean, 
U which ha\'e fo unhappy an influence both on thy pro. 
" grefs and comfort. Conlmit t..'ly ways to him, :.nd I:e 
u will bring thy defire.s to pUs." 

I come now t in the JaR place, to make rome p~~l:cat 
improvement oi what hath been faid: And, Ill, Froll} 
what hath heen raid, you may obferve one great brdnch of 
the finfulnefs of the world in general; forgetfulnefs ~f 
God; and unthaIlkfulnefs for his mercies. How little 
ienfe of the divine goodnefs is in the hearts of nlen? ho\y 
formal.. cold.. and frozen thr:r language in praife ? how 
languid their endeavors to ferve him, from whore indul. 
gent hand e\·ery bleffing they enj9Y flows? One would 
think that bere might be rome hold even of worldly men, 
who have not whoUy extinguiflled the light of natural 
conlcience. The greateft part of this difcourfe hlS be:n 
dire&d to thofe of another charafler. Suffer me, now, 
to f peak a little immediately to them. You are not infenfi
ble to worldly comforts; on the contrary, you )o\-e them 
too ardently; you f\!ek them too eagerly; you indulge 
them too liberally. Confider, I bc:fetch you, who it is that 
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hefio\ved tllem; who it is, that, ,,'hen he pleafeth, call 
hbfi theln to you, or withdraw them from you. 0 the 
blindnefs and infatuation of mortal men! How palling 
311d tranfitorv are al! created comforts! Ilow certaill and 
{peedy the approach of death and judgment! Ffhink what 
Ti!turn you have made for all the goodnefs of God toward 
}·Oll from the womb even till now. And Jet me beg every 
hearer to recolJea hOlY far he fl:An(ls indebted to God ior 
continued health, {or plentiful provifion, for remarkable 
deliverances, for earl}' illfirllclion, for providential \varn
ings, And if God, by his Spirit, has raife(l COI1ViaiollS 

ill }-our minds, or carnell!y pJea<Jed \'1ith you in his gorpeJ, 
in what a terrifying light will all this defpifed goodncfs 
appear, \Vhell }~Oll cOlne to the brillk of tllat glilf wl1icll fe
pJ.rates you from an etern:ll \\9 orld , but, above a]l, ",Jlen 
}"uu al1llear before God in an ullembodied ftate? It is my 
(Juty to ret this before you with plaillnefs alld fidelity; it 
is }·ollr prefC!nt privilege, tllat }"ou hear the tllings that l)e
kmg to your everlafting peace. :rv'Iay God himfelf write 
tIleD) UpOll )your hearts, alld confiraill )rOll to flee, by faitll, 
tv the hlood of 1))rinkling, which {peaketh better things 
tilao tIlt l,lOO<.I of Abel. 

2l11y. Let Dle aHa befeech every ferious pe-fon, who 
nQ\V hears Ine, to cOllfider 110W far he llath fillnell againfi 
GOti and his O\Vll comfort, by hlrgettillg the gooollefs of 
God, both in common and fpecial merci':~:. It is fur
prlfing to thillk Ilo\v little we nlake cotli~ience of tl1is (},1-
t)l, a~lll even \Vllen it is relnenlbered in fOlne nleafure, in 
\Vilat a lifelefs, 11eartlefs nlanl1er it is perfornled. flo\v 
i;ttle proportioll is tllere bet\,·een tIle l)ra)·ers ()f (Ii '1 refs, 
~Ild the JOllgS of deli,:erance? 110\V little ft!n:~ lll){)11 ullr 
min(ls of the mall}· gracious illterpofitiollS of di\~ine Provi. 
del1ce in our favor? If he l}~th illvited us to conllllunioll 
\\'ith hilllfelf; if he hatll brOl!ght us into the fecrct cl1atll. 
bers, and ma(le llis banner over us to be love, 110W [0011 is 
it '~rgottell? 110\V little dcfire of its continuallce? ,\,llat 
flll1t endea\~ors to reco\'er it? 11()\V little C011cern to inl
l)rove it? Str~lnge~ indee(l, tllat fome, after tafting of tIl\! 
hca\'enly manna, fhoulJ feel La unieemly a longing after 
~!!e flefll- pots of Egypt. 
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But do you not fin as much againft intcre·ft and COt!l· 

fort, as your duty? To forget a mercy, is to lofe it; to -
give thanks for it, is to preferve and increaJe it. It is a 
"ery common mifiake for ferious perfon:; to fit brooding 
over tlleir forrO\\1S, and, by tI1at Illeal1S, at once, to in. 
creare tlltir fufferings, aIld to prc\'ent their ueli\'erance. 
I do not know a more ufefl:l ciir(Etion to n".eJanc}101\-, or 
dtjeB:td Cltrifiians, than by a deliberate. tflOft of nlind~ 
from a fcore of duty, to recollcct. and give p:-aile to God 
for the lnany mercies wl1ich he hath l)~jlo\\·cd en th~m. 
1~his nlay be a happ}' Inean of filencitlg their complaints. 
of ttlrning tIle tide of their affeCl:iolls, alltl gi\1in~ thelll 
" beauty for allies, the oil of joy for mourniI1g~ and the 
" garment of piaife for the fpirit of heavinefs.,J Is Ilot 
tilankflllnefs tIle improven1ent of mercies? and hath not 
God faid, to 11im tllat " llatll fila11 be gi\:-en, a!ltl he thall 
"have more abUll(lant]}~; an(} from hUll that hath not 
h filall be taken away even that which he fee-meth to 
" llave." 

3d1y, I fila11 COI1Cltlde, \\~itll offering the tl1ree follo\~.'ing 
direCtions to tlloie \vho are truly fenfible of tIle goodllefs 
of Go(l. 

I. Be circumfpeCl: antI \vatcllful; thOllgIl a thanl\.ful 
frame of fpirit is of great a~vantage, both for your fanCti. 
fication and peace, yet it is not out of the reach of tempta
tion; let it not produce pride, fecurity or fdf.fufficiency. 
It is all excellent (liretliol1 given by tIle Pfa1mifi to men 
in high nation and profperity, Plalm ii. I I, U Serve the 
U Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling." Take 
llfed alfo, ·lell: it degenerate into carnal and ferifual joy .. 
making you reft with complacency in the creature, inftead 
of being led by it to place your delight and happinefs ill 
tIle Ullchlllgea111e Creator. 

2. Be public-fpiriteJ and ufeful; if the Lord hath 
uealt l1ol1ntifully \vith YOll, commelld his iervice, and 
fp~al' to Ilis IJraife, Tllis was ofrell tIle refolution alld 
praCtice of tIle Pfalmifi David, Pfalm IXlli. 16. "Come 
~ .. an(l llear, all }7e rllat fear God, and I \\i'ill (l\!clare \\l}lat 
~( 11~ 113tll done for rTly foul." Pral. ex)\'. 5,6,7. "I \\'ill 
.h [peak of the glQriol1s honor of thy majdly, and of thy 

\T OLe II. R 
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" wondrous works i and men fhall fpeak of the might of 
" thy terrible a8sj and I will (leclare thy greatnefs. rrhey 
" fila1] abundantly utter the memory <'f tIl}" great gooclnefs, 
" and {hall flng of thy righteoufnefs." Let nle recommend 
this particlllarly to Chrillians of age and experience. It 
gives religion a very difcouraging afpeCl to younger per-
100s, \\yIlen fuell have nothing to lltter bllt complnints. 
On the contrary, \\'Ilere can \ve behold a more ec.lifj/ing 
fight, than an aged perfon reacly to bear tefiimol1Y to the 
]1eace and comfort of true religion, dying hy neceffity to 
tIle pieafllres and gaitits of tilne, 11ut li,,"ing abo\'e thenl on 
the earnefi: of 11is fllture illheritance; allc1, infieacl of a 
fretful fpirit arifing from the frailties of a tottering frame, 
prefervin~ a chearflllnefs alltl ferenity pf Illil1tl, in the 
hope of a bldfecl refllrreCtion.--I imagine I hear lome fay, 
nothing is more true; but, alas! I alll !lot the perfon: I 
Jee nothing in me, but cimfcs of complaint, or grounds 
of fear. I believe it is fo with aU; but you have miftal~en, 
or perverte(l the Ineanillg of the exllortalioll. I diet 110t 
advife you to boaU of yourJelf, but to fpeak to the prai!e 
of God. I belie\'e it is good, in moli cafes, to refifi: clef .. 
l)onding fe~r5, as 1'0 nlany temptations, anel fen{l tlle:11 
a\vay, as llinderers of }'our duty, ,rithout a repl}". Or, 
nlay I not juftly fay, admitting the truth of all that you 
can advance agai11fi }'ourJell'''cs, is it 110t blit 10 IlltlCll tIle 
more reafonable, that you ihould fay \vith Jacob, Gen. 
:xxxii. 10, "I am not \vortllY ()f tIle leafl: of ,111 tIle nler
" cies, and of all tIle trutll, tllat tllOU hail: flle\,~ed tlnto 
" tllV fervant,," . J 

3. Be frequent and diligent in fecret prayer. This is 
tlle \vay to prefer\Te your \\ratc11fuIllefs, anci to increa!~ 
}~our ufeflllnefs. TIle lnore YOll COll\ferft: \vith Goel ill fe
eret, YOll will freak with the more judgment and profit to 
nlen in pui,lic. This is the way to difi)f)fe of your com
plaints. What fignifies repeating them to men, who may 
defpife you, and, at ben, can only pity YOll, when you 
1nay carry them to God, who can effeauaI1y help you? 
Speak as much ill of yourfelves to him as you pleafe; but 
be fo jult as to fpeak hot1()rably of him, and his fervice. 
to others who cOl1verfe "it'l YOll.-Now, may the Lord 
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fupply an your w~nts, from hls rid~es in ~lo'1:' hy Ch,riil 
Jefus. l\fay he give you the tanthfied ule 01 e\'ery hep 
~f his providence.. whether of mercy or of trial. " l\Jay 
" the God of peate, Beb. xiii. 20, 1 I, that brought again 
" from the dead our Lord }::fus, that great Shepherd of the 
"1heep, through the blood of the everlafling covenant, 
" make you perfeCt in e\'ery goocl ,vorl{, to do his \\ril), 

" working in you that which is \vell-pleafing in llis fight, 
" through Jefus Chrifi; to whom be glory jor ever and 
"ever. Amell." 
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1 A~:- An:rJ'if:A" ;'yIAt- Arl~,'ill,~ 'iftA~ raT; i"l' n~w p:in~ 
f!l~ st'ttA ,l.t.Y. 'Jr/~crif,;T~ 1 (16A~r Jilys~{f, QIIIl T,.~nt ;" 
thl$1 (lIki t»!..t"3. 

M y m-e!hrtD, ,~·e can h3,-e no e~perimenti.l know • .r led~ ; and, indeed, we h:l\'"C not mucb diflintl: 
kllO\vJe(i6e at all of' the nature of' ~Iigion~ as it takes 
)llace aOlong an~s, and other illtelligent ~ings, who 
have kept their firll enat~ and never were polluted by 
fin. From rome tbings .. however~ recorded in tCriptnre~ 
"'e have ret\Jon to believe that they appear ~efore God 
\\'ith the greaten lo~·linefs anti felf:abafeillent, that they 
are at rJI times (leeply pe:le!ratetl ,,-ith a f~nfe of the iJlfi. 
nite difproportion between themfeh'es~ as derived, depen
(Ian! .. limite(l, imperfe8: beill~S. and tJ~e eternal~ immu
bhle .. omnipotent jehoY:!h. 'Thus in the vifion of Haiah, 
in the fixth ch:tpter of th;\t book, verfe I, 2, 3, "In the 
u year that King Uz:r:iah died, I law the Lord !itting upon 
u 3 thrcne, hi~h and lin::,l up, and his train SUed the 
(t temp!e. Al.~)\"e it {bed the feraphims; each one bad 
" fix \\'ings; ,~ith t\\'ai:l he co\-erc:.l Ilis i:1ce, an(1 with 
'( :',\\~:11 :l~ CO\'~retl his !~~t, all(l \"ith t~\"aill he did fly. 
t, A.ll~~ "n~ ~";",,,Yl ,~" • .""\ ""~~, I,... ""~~ i:,:·'1 1~ -1,,1,· ).,,11.:"" holy' ~ l. .. ,-, .. , \. ~,. ~ .... . .. ~ , ... v ..... "............., ~, , • .... '- .. \. • ~ , "",. , , . .. . ~ 
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" is the Lord of Hofts, the whole earth is full of his glo. 
" ry"" But if this is the cafe with thefe exalted and hap
py fpirits, how much more mun a deep humiliation of 
mind be nece[ary to us, who, by fin, have tendered our
felves the juli objects of divine wrath, and whofe hope of 
falvation is founded only on the riches of divine grace ? 
'Ve ought never to forget, that every infiance of the fa
vor of God to nlan, is not to be confidered as the exercife 
of goodnefs to the \vorthy, nay, not merely as bounty 
to the needy, or help to the miferable, but mercy to the 
guilt},. 

}~or this reafon, as repentance is neceJrary to every fin
ner, in order to his reconciliation with God, fo thofe 
ChrifHans preferve the jufttfl: views of their prefent flate 
and character, as well as the foundation of their hope, \vho 
frequentl}p renew this faJutary exercife. I cannot help 
laying further, that tJlofe olake the wifefi: provifion for the 
prefervation of their in\varcl peace, who frequently water 
that tender plant with tIle tears of penitential forrow. 
rro affifi: you in this exercife, an:! to point out the proper 
grollllds of' it, I have chofen to infift a little on tIler\! \vords, 
ill \vhich }FOU fee the effect \vhich a difcovcry of the glory 
and majdly (If God had upon his fervant Job: I ha'De 
heard of thee by tl~ hearillg of the ear; but 1lOW mine 
eye seeth thee. TYherefore 1 abhor myself, olld repetll il~ 
dust GIld £lshes. 

h is not neceIfary tn D1Y prefent purpofe, to enter far 
into the difpute between Job and his friends, although, no 
(loubt, tile \vords of the text have an evident relation to it. 
"fhe controverfy feems plainly to have turned upon this 
point. His friends fincling him in deep difirefs, ullder 
tIle OlOn complicated affliction, \vould needs have it, that 
no good man could be fo frowned upon by a righteous 
God; aIld therefore, that his former profefiion mutl have 
been hypocritical and falfe. This is evident from the 
manner in which Eliphaz opens the charge againn him, 
chap. iv. 6, i, 8, 9. "Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, 
" thy hope, and the uprightnefs of til}' \\ra}?s? Retnenlber, 
" I pray thee, who ever perifhed, being innocent? 01" 

~' where were the righteolls cut ofnEn~n as I have feeo, 
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" they that plow iniquity, and row wickednefs, reap th, 
h fame. By the blaft of God they perifh, and by the 
" breath of his nofirils are they confumed." III oppofi
tion to this, Job afferts and maintains his integrity in ge· 
neral, anrI withal, affirms their opinion to be faUe, for 
that God, in his juft and fovereign providence, brings al:' 
fliCtion botl1 on tIle rigllteOtlS and tIle \\'ickcd. That this 

'--

is the propofition which he all aJong endeavors to fuppon, 
is plain, as from many other paflages., 10 particul~rJy Ii-om 
chap. ix. 22. U This is one thing, therefore I faid it, he 
" (lefiro,"eth the l)erfect, and the \vickc(J. " 

- & !'fbus flood the matter, in difpllte, between Job and his 
friends, in which, though that good lnan had fuppor;.\!d 
the trllth, 011 tIle fubjea of cli\lil1e Pro\?j(lence; yet, ill the 
heat of the dt:bate, and the anguith of his own fuficrings, 
he 11ao Jet fall iome ex preffions, not Ollly of impltience, 
hut of difrdpect to the conduCl of the Lord his l\Iaker. 
l"'or tllefe lle \vas firfl reproved by ElillU, anti aftenvards, 
with unfpeakable force and maje~ly, by God. himfeU~ who 
afferts the fovereignty of his power, and the rjghteouf.~efs 
of llis proviclence. On this difcovery of the glory of die 
vine perfeaiotl, the fllfFcrer \\r-as deeply humbled, and e~. 
preffes a fenfc! of his o~-n vileneJs anci foll)~, in the 4tll 
and 5th verfes of the fortieth chapter: "Behold, I anI 
" vile, w)lat fllall 1 anfwer tllee? 1 ,villlay mine han(1 
" upon my mouth. Once ha\'e I fpoken, but I will not 
" atli\ver; yea, t\\Tice, l.,ut I ,\~il1 ))rocec(l Il() further." 
And, again, in tIle begillnit1g of tIle fort}p-fecOlld Cha)lter, 
COllclilding \~.:itl~ tIle \vorc}s of the text. 

It is not improbable, from the beginning of the thirt~r
eighth chaptet:~ that it pleaL~d God to gi\-e Job fome vifible 
reprefetltation of his glory and onlllipotellce. r!'llis \ras 
Jlot unuflla], in ancient tin1es, before tIle canOll of tl.e 
icripture was dofed. But, no doubt, the difcovery which 
chiefly affeae(l him ,vas il1,\~ar(1 and fpiritual, carr}·in~ 
home, witll irrefifiible force, tIle great truths \\'llicll \\'e flill 
find recordel~ in a nlanller illimitabl\' noble and 1l)bliln~. 

J 

I have heard of thee, f.1YS he, /I)' the hearing of tbc eel,'"; 

but TIO'W mille eye seeth thee. 1"his implies~ that, as fi:eins 
gives a more difiincr, fulJ, and fati5(\,ing knowledge of 



any thing, than hearing of it only by the report of others. 
the imprefiiol)S w!lich he thell !lad of the nlajefiy antI glory 
of God, were far flrongertban any be had ever fdt before. 
-77xrifore, fays he, / abltOT myself. It fined him with 
felf-Iothing and abhoTrence.-.illld 1 repall ill dllSI lmel 
IU«S. "llis is either, in general, a firong e:!.prdlion of 
deep penitence and forrow, of which dull and afbes were 
anciently the fi~s; or, perhaps, it has a particular r~fcr
ence to his prefc:nt miferable autl aJDiaed nate, defcribetl 
in chapter ii. 8. "And he took him a potfhenl to j'C;rnpe 
" Ilimfelf \,-itha); and Ile fat dO\'i'll amOll~ the afhes." 1\S 

if he had faitl. Lord, I am (IL-e}lly fCIu.bJe of the evil of 
~\9cry ralh ,\!onl, of e,"ery rebellious tllOUght. I ccnfefs, 
that tlloU hall ailliCtcd me ill truth 311d failJlf:J)ne:~; aotl 
that, in this 10\\: alld defolate condition, it lleCOnleS me to 
lay my hand UpOll my mouth, and to repent of that guilt 
which would have fully jufiified thy providence in 3. Rill 
heavier ftroke. 

The "lords thus explained, prefent to us this general 
and moO: important truth, tllat a difco\-ery of the perlec .. 
tion, glory, and majelly of God, has a powerful influen~c: 
in leading llS to repentance; and that the dearer this dif
covery si, the nlore fincere \\'illl'le our repentlllce, all (1 tile 
(leeper our h!lDliliation. III diJcourfi!lg iurther 011 this 
:tlihjeCt, at prefcnt, I propofe, only, through Divine affifl. 
&1nce, 

I. To make rome obfervations, at once to illufirate antI 
confirm the prcpofition above bid down, as to the diect 
of a difcove:-y of the glory of GOlI. And, in the 

II. And lall place, to make fome praaical impro\>e
ment of \\~hat fllall be (aid. 

I. Tilen, I an) to mak~ fonle obfervatioJ1S, at Ollce to 
explain and confirm the propo!ition jufl no\v laid down, 
as to the eftca of a liifco\·ery of the dory of God. Butl 

before \'-e enter on what is orillcioaJJy inten(l~l, I mull: 
• • 

intreat your attention to the iollowing prelilllinary re· 
marks: 
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1- Tllat tbis tnlt!. ,,-ill bold eqr.ally cen~jn in wfllte. 
"c:r .... y the dift:,)\'ery is made. It may Illeare G~ to 
manik-Ii himfelf to his ~ple in ,.~ry d.lTc:rent ,,'ays. 
Sonlc::illl~S it may be in a \\-.y wholly, or in put, mir-.lcu
lous.. as in the caie of Job~ Jj~iah_ anJ fome Ol~rs men .. 
tior..:d in fc .. ipture; fomc:times by afi~ding dif~llfati ... 
OIlS of Providence; fo.netimes by his onlinances, or in .. 
flituted w:>rill:p, actompanied with the opentioll of his 
Spirit; :rad fometimes by this laR alone, ,,-ithout the help 
or ac~~ffiun :>f any out\\·~nl mean • .. 

2. I hope it will not ~ thought improper, th;lt, in rea .. 
fonillg 0:1 the infll!enCe of .1 clifcovery of th~ ~)ory of C~Jt 
I Jo'netin~s brin~ in "ie,.- tile additional nWlilctl.ltiollS 
givc:n us in the go!pel, of the divine glory. ·fhis: to be 
fure, could not be: f::ppofed to make a part of \\-hat was 
difci)\tete\1 to Job, to whom that myftery, hid froJ!} a~s 
and .generations, and only ~~ned in the fulners of time, 
\\'tlS very c-hlcurdy, if at aU known. But the example, 
afforoeil us ill the text, le:ads us to a general truth; in the 
iflt,llr3t:on and application of \\-hich, ,,'e rna}' make ufc: of 
aU that is ~no\\-n to us of the nature mel government of 
GoJ. ~rh~ 

3 .. And rrincipal remark is, that, when I (peak of tb~ 
influence of a t1ilcovery of tile glory of l"';oo, I mean all 
interl131 and fpirittl~ difcov\!I)·, and not fuch a kno\\-Ie<lge 
as is merely fpecoJati,-e, and rells in tile! und~rflalldillg, 
\\·itho~lt dcfcendillg into the heart. T:lere is a common 
diliint1ion to be nlet wi!!l in :tlmoft e,"ery pratlkal writer, 
~t\Vc:en knt)wledge nl~rdy fpecu)ativ~, that fwirns in tte 
head~ and pratlical or f~vinb kncwletlge, that dwells in 
:\uJ go~erns the heart.. 1'hat there is Juch a fliUinClion in 
faa, exr~rie'lce ubJig~s eve!}· m:L' to COllIerS: but it is 
fx~r~nlel!~ {liili~ult to Jll:!:\k ill:1 clear ao(l precite nlallOfr 

11[..0.1 it; ,0 tell \vhereill it confiJls; or to {bO\''- ho\v there 
t~~·o forts of knowl~dge di~T::r othenviie, than by their eli;a~. 
Yet e\"en to point o~t their f!ldicaJ dHfe:encl!, feems ne
(d!lry to me, who propo1e to fhow the happ)" influence 
~nti pmv.!riui efficacy of ,h~s know!t~(~g'\ wh:n i: i<; ')f !~:t' 
r:~l,t kin«! • 

... -
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For this purpofe, my brethren, he pleafed to obferve, 
that a barren rpecu)ative kno,,-ledge of God, is that which 
fixes chiefly on his natural perfeflions; or, if it be fup. 
pored to take in ruch as are moral, it is only to reafon up
on them as an ohjetl of fcience; but the true knowledge of 
God, is an inwanl and fpiritual dircovery of the amiable. 
nefs and excellence of his moral perfeCtions; or, to fpeak 
more in the fcripture ilyle, to perceive that he is indeed 
c, glorious in his holiners. Holy, holy, holy is the Lonl 
" of hofts. J, This is the language of celeftial adoration, 
of thofe who It lee him as he is, and know even as they 
" are known." The fame, in fome meafure, is the vielV 
~ven to every real child of Gext on eanh, anrl~ alone, 
ferves to diftinguifh his children of every rank, and every 
degree of capacity, ftom others of an oppofite charaCter. 
Let me fuppore a poor Chrifiian, weak in underfianding, 
and unaflilled by education, who is \\-jtnefs to allY extra
ordinary aa of divine power: for example, a thunder 
norm, Jeeming to rend the bea\-ens afunder, and eitller 
laying fm.-.e ancient and venerab1e pile in allies, or, per
haps, n.riking fome perfons to death, in a manner fwifter 
than thought; he is immediately affetled with a fenre of 
tlhe fovereigJlty of the Lord of Ilature, the holinefs of eve .. 
ry part of his "rill, the duty of abfolute iubjeEtion in the 
creature, and the finfulnefs of every rebellious thought. 
But, above all, Ile is firuck with a ienfe of the malignity 
of fin, which has introduced fo nlany natural evils, and, 
as it were, armed the incenfed elements in their Maker's 
taufe. Such a perron, though he can exprefs his thoughts 
hut very poorly, nay, though he can hardly fpeak to 
others with coherence or confifiency, fees nluch more of 
God, than he who can reafon on the planetary fyflem ; 
who can trace the beauty, variety, and extent of the Crea. 
tor's works, and thence infer the neceffity of a felf.exift. 
tnt, alillighty, and intelligellt ijrft caufe. The one rna}' 
expatiate on the wonderful worK:-5, or th~ wife purpofes, 
of the .~uthor of nature; the otllcr feels and confeffes him 
to be God. Alas! my hrethren, we fee too often, that 
knowledge and holinefs in us, do not bear proportion one 
to anothtr. \\?e fet' every day e:lmp4i:~ ~r the grenteit 
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:ntelleCl:ual abilities, the nobleR natural talents, being 
abufed to the worn ofJ>urpofes; for ruch I mull: always 
reckon, their ferving no higher end thAn to adorn and fet 
offthe,pofTdlor, or bum incenfe to human vanity.-Bya 
difcovery, theu, of the perfeCtions, majefiy, and glory of 
God, I underHand the glory of his infinite holinefs; that 
holinefs which is infeparable from his nature, which lhines 
in all his \yorks, and ill all his ways. 

Thefe obfervation~ lleing premifed, let us DO\V confi. 
der \Vllat influence a difcovery of the glory of God hath in 
producing repentance, and increafing humility. And, 
in the 

1ft Place, It llath this effeCt, as it tends to convince us 
of fin, and particularly, to bring to light there innumera. 
hIe evils, which a deceitful heart often, in a great mea. 
fllre, hides from its own view. There is, if I may fpeak 
fo, a light and glory in the pre fence of God which difco
vers and expofes the works of darknefs. That a view of 
the divine Majefty has a firong tendency to give us a deep 
fenfe of our own finfulnefs, is plain from many fcripture 
examples. That of Joh, in our text. is one direCtly in 
point. l\nother you have in Ifaiah, ch. vi. 5- where the 
refleClion of the prophet, on a view of the divine glory, 
is, "\V 0 is me! for I aln undone; becaufe I am a man 
" of unclean Ups, and I dwell in the midft of a people of 
" unclean lips: for mine' eyes have feen the King, the 
" Lord, of hofts." Another in fiance you may fee in the 
apoftle John, who upon a view of the Redeemer in his 
glory, was, in a manner, deprived of life, through ex
ceffive fear, Rev. i. 17. "And \vhen I faw him, I fell at 
" his feet as dead." The only other infiance I nlention is 
of tbe apoCHe Peter, wha, on the unexpeCted appearance, 
or rather from a vie\v of the po\ver of Chrifi, Inanifefied 
in a miracle, \vas immediately firuck with a fenfe of guilt, 
Luke v. 8. "When Simon Peter raw it, he fell down at . 
c' Jefus' knees, faying, depart from me, for I am finful 
" man, 0 Lord." 

It is not difficult to explain how a view of the divine 
holinefs tends to difcover and to affeCt us \vitll a lenie of 
our finfulnefs. \' Nothing makes any quality "ppear fo 



fenfiblyas a comparifon with its oppofite. The applicati. 
on of a nrai(.at rule nlarks the ObJ:qlJity of:l crooked litle; 
nay, it marks e~en the lean degree of variation, \,·hich by 
a lefs aCCllrate trial ,,-ould not tla,"e "'~en (lifcovered. All\~ -p~e of defcrmity appears more hideous and fhockins 
when compared " .. itll perrett beallty_ }tor the fanle rea
(on, a clear vie\v of the bolillefs of God, and a fenf~ of his 
intilllate p~rence \\-ith us, tends to 1,rifJg fi!l to remelD· 
bra!lCe, as w~ll as to cover us \vith cor.fufi9n for thole fins, 
which before \Ve \vere able to juliiiY, palliate, or conceal. 
'\·e are e:tpref~)y afiuretl that O,lr tirf! parents, inlnletli ... 
~teJy after e3till)~ th~ forbidd~n fr,.it, u"ere feniible of their 
guilt, and I cannot think they \\'~re ""holly infer. lillIe of 
the omn,fci~nce and omniprefence of God. \'!" el \~~e filld 
th:at th~ir fear ~tJy increated (doub!loefs honl a fenfe or 
fill) when they h~ard (;o,J's v9ice in the garden, C..eo. iii. 
8. "A.ld they heard tIle voi~e of the Lor(} God \\~alki}lg 
Ie in t!le garden in the cool of the d.1Y: and A~la:ll antI his 
" wife hill themfelvc:s fr-om the pretence of th~ Lord God 
., amon~ll the trees of !he gamen." , 

\-ou may take a \-e1)- p%:ain .nd Gmple iUufirat!()ll of 
tllis li~O,ll daily ex:p-ericilce. _~re t!lere 110t Jome lleriollS 
of iooie pri'lcip!~s and irreg\llir practice, \\'t.~, "'hen by 
!nem:~lvc:s, or in foc~ety like thcmf..:ives, jullity many of 
their fins, ara\l to all appe3nnce .. COml!.lt them withc~rt 
remorr~, as inllocent, if not liUil.ble : But let the tanle 
per!ons be LarriN into faber C(\nlr~ny, er~cia)jy jllto tlte 
prejence of allY p~rj'Oll enlillent tor piety and gTavit~·, alld 
they \\"ill be ret~r~i~led and afh:ln~ed" and not abJe to open 
their olouths in {lefen~e (.1' their licent:ol:s carriage. 1'he 
mere pretence of fllen 4\ perron carri~s inflant irrefiliib!e 
convitl.ion \vith ill 1,] for~ing a compari!oil ~let\\l'eell )1icty 
811d profanit},; tll:,t is to 1--J.Y't gOOc.i :tnll t'vil, liJ.;ht at)li 

(larknefs. So C~ rtain a t~lllh is tiltS, th3~ Otlf' of th~ anci .. 
~nt heathen a\~lllOrs bives it as a rule for Ill(\ral COI}Jlttl, 

~, that nl~n fhoukl always imagine thelnf~h'es in the pre
c_ leute of iuch a man as Cato, renowned lor gravity antl 
c; virtue. h nut if the fancied prdcnce of a mO l1ilJt in 
whom fome !~:!lt rlyS, if I may fpe~k f~), of the dh,inc 
Il!l:.gc ilp~~r t.~: r(fl~·aioll, 11~S (it mll~!l iilflut:l!C!.·: I~o\\' 
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much greilter \\'~uld be the effeCt of a firm perfu:tf:on of 
the real pl"efence of a holy God, " who is of purer eyes 
., than to behold iniquity?" \Vllat is it dfe than this thlt 
1113kes ,,·icketl men flee the fociety of the ~ood ;.s painful, 
:lnd Ihun tile thou~hts of God as intolerable; fo that it is 
the 1cripture charaBer of fuch, that tIle}- fA}· llnto their 
:\tIakcr, pra8icaJly, "Depart from us, for \\"c llefire Ilot 
-, the kno\\~JcJge of thy \vays." 

~. A difCovery of the glory of God fen·es to point out 
tile e\-il of f;~, the .~ra\tations of part~cular fins, and to 
take 3,,·a}· the ,:~cufes of the 611ner. ~t lIS remember 
allat I ol)h:r~,.el: in a prececling part of this difcollrfe, that 
it mull be a difco,,-ery of the glory- of the diville holinefs; 
Jlot OJ~~y a kno\\ ledge of the true GOO, and Ull(lerliandillg 
\Vn3t he is, but a vie\v of his infinite glcry and beaut}· in 
heing fuch. It mull necefTarily fet the e\'il of fin in the:: 
dearell )i~ht, that all fin, as fuch, flrikes immtdiately at 
tJ!e ,-er:{ beitlg and pcrte8ions of God. "llell the Ja\v 
of God fhe\ys liS Ollr fillS, we may be ready to compiain cI 
its flriCtne!s and reverity, and ,villi to llip our necks frol11 
llnder the yoke. But \vhen ,,-e fee that the la\\· could not 
be other,,-iL: than it is, without being fcmlty; wh.:n \\"C fee 
that it is nothing dre but a fair tranfcript of the monl per
:~tlions of' Gtx:l; and \'then \\"e look tIP to the great ant) 
bright original, it mull cOll~ince us that all fin is a clira.<t 
op)lOfitioll to the nature, as well as a rebellion a~ailln the 
\\'ill of Goct. If~ he is infillite1y perrett and glorious, fill 

Illull be infinitely h~teflll and abominable. No lnan C~l 
p!~~tl lor fin) in any infhnce or in any degree" but he nmft 
bJafphenle tile 11atulc and perleaiol~S of GOlt, to Wllich it 
th~nds ill oppofition • 

... a\ll m~n, intlee(l, by 11:ltlire, 'are enemies to G~l him
telf, in their nlinds, by u"ickeJ \vorks; alld tl!ey hate his 
la\v, becaule it is Ipiritual and pur~. ~rhere are a1fo too 
Illan}::" ill tllis a~e, \\'110 ~~a\lte ''ltel}1t relaxed principl~s as to 

the extent and oblig-cltion of the law" and, of conl'C!quence, 
\"ery flight thou~hts of the evil of fin. But a "iew of the 
glory of GO\.I re8ifies" at once, thet~ fatal errors, and car
ries 11011\e fu~h COllvittiol1 of tile rigllts of the Creator, tile 
obli~aticn ;:aJ ::lhj~E\ion of t!l\: creature, and the beauty 



and e~l.-.!Uence of that image \\'hleh \"as fia.i~l hy fin, .$ 

forces us to adopt the language of the Holy Ghoft; " How 
(, eviJ al1,111~~ bitttr a tbing is it to deJMrt from the liyin~ 
" God !" God grant that t ... .e1"e may be many in this .1: 
f{,111bl,· ,. wbo underJlaull and feel the force of tbis truth ! 
·rhe~ i i need, nly brethren. to attend to it i (or all coo
"iClions cf Jin~ which do not proceed from this (OU~, or 
c10 not neceffarily include this ,"jew, ... b3te\'er pain or ler
ror thc)- m~)- ocwfion, \\~ill pro,-c eDlply and ~it)efs at 
l~fl. -rhnugh there nl~y be a na\'ifh kar of the power of 
GOO, lllllefs then: be a view of tile infinite e\'il or fill, th~re 
unnct be any Jailing a:IJ f~~i'l~ change .. 

The fame view aUo points out the agg.avation of t-T
ticlilar fins. The more CIi!~Tly .-e und~flla-~ the n:&ture 
of G~,.I~ our relation to~ ar.<.l dependance upon hinl, the 
lIlore wiii we perceive the a~~ation of ~very lin which 
burlls afunder thefe bonds, 4.i\ vie'.\' of the glory of GOO 
mull eitller be gP.nenl or particular» or, perhaps, for the 
mon p3rt, there i:; a mixture of both. AIr DlC:aning is, 
that when there is a difeo\-ery of the glory of God in ge~
ral, there is often, at the flilOle tim~ a pttuli:u- Ollld fir'king 
dlfpby of iom~ cne attribute .. of power, wiiilotn\ juliic~ or 
merCj, Now ilO'V ftrongly does this inlprds upon t~e 
Dlind, a rc:nf~ Gf the evil of tbore fins \\'hic!. ftrike liircl\ly 
againft that perfetl.ion ,,"bieh happens to be ret in th~ 
firongefl point of view? \\11cn .my difpJay is given of 
the Olllililciellte of God, ho\v does it malte us fCllfible 01' 
the impiety and foUy of feeret fius? llin, ii, 47. l: ·nle 
,. King anf\\rert!(] Ullto Dani~l, antI raid, Of a truth it i$, 
.. i that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, 
,-- anti a re\"ealer of fecrets, feeing thOll cou)(iefl re\-eaJ this 
., l~cn:t_" '\nen (he po\\'l~r of God is nlade manilell, 
)_0\\- does it ag~vate tl.e gu;lt of preiutnptioll :lntl conh
denc~? Ita. xlv. 9. "'\?c ll11tO hiln th~t Ilriveth \\~ith 
~, his l\Iaker: let lile potfilCr-J flrive \\"itil tIle potfhen.ls of 
" the e~rth, Shall the day fay to him that f.lfllioneth it, 
~, \\:h,it clal\.eft tllOU? or tllY ,,'ork, he Ilath 110 Ilatlds !~' 

''\ihen the wifJom of God is ditillayed, doth not then 
aU diHrufi appear hi,.,1.ly criminal? Ought we not to fay 
,,-itii ~!lc P!~!mili) P!:\I. xx\'ii. 1. "'rhe Lort! is my light, 
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.. , ~ m~· (~l\~tion, ,,-hom than I t~3r? the I.onl is the 

., ttrength of ftl, lite, .,r wllom th~)11 be: al~id ?" "·hen 
,,'e J)~ve ~ vic,y of our abfolute depencbnce ullOn, 30d till .. 

t~kable obliga.tions to the divine bounty, what a f(nf~ 
does this gl"e \IS of the fill of Ull\hankfulnef~ and forg~t. 
fulnds of (;oJ? Of how nlany unh:appy fcnfu:aJifis m:lr 
this conlpl~'nt be made ~ Ila. i. 2, 3. " Ilea.-, 0 h~~'''CJ1S, 
" anti give ear. 0 earth; for lhe Lonl hath rpol!~n. I hav~ 
" nourifhcd anti brought up cbild~n. and they h:l\-: re
" })dIed againlll!K. 1l!e ~~ kno""eth his own~r, alit) 
" t~ ~is his m~fter·s crib: but Ifrael doth not kno\v, Inv 
" people doth not confid~r.·' 1\'lthout any further ~n~
nleRtion, it ""ill apllear l)1l<leniab:e, that the cJearer t~ 
tl:iCovery of the ~lo~· of God, the more nluft not oilly the 
~\i) of fin in gener.ll appe3r, but ~\·ery r-.rticu12f Crill)~ 
Jllull be loaded with new ago-snV3tions. I cannot b~Jp 
m:ntioning here, in 3 fe\~ \\·ord~ th:lt this is the iOlmedi. 
ate effea 01' a difcovery !-f the g!ory of G~l, ~ it fhin~s 
in J~fus Chrin.. ·fhe unn~riicd, unparaUded )o\·~, m&

nifdl~i to finners in tbe gol'pel, greatly aggrava~s their 
ingratitude antI rebellion. ..t~!ld tile more that beiie\·Ns 
l--eflttt 'Ipon their O\\~n cO!l:llta,. &lld cOlnp;~n: it \,-ith ti:e 
~ce &Ild cOlldeicenfion of their Ret!eeiller, the l]lore tile}!" 
mull (JPhor tl~n~/~n~ (lIIii rt'!~/:1 in dU~1 d7ld QsI~s. 

~ 

I only add, on this hea.d. thlot a difcovery ~f the glory 
of God takes a\\'~r the excuf~s of ,he finner. Hmv prone 
lilell are to excule arId palliate th~ir J.li~ we all kno,,· l')' 
e~perience. It is ;lligllt lellfe oft.'le e\'"il of till, th3t )~3\.!S 
l: ~ to cOlllnlit it; ,tlltl t!.ere i~ 110 rt!aioll to be furprif~, i," 
tilis,joine<l \\'ith t~!::il~terell, Illakes us il)~llious in fornl
iil~ .tll apolug,y for it after tile ('on.mi11.oll. Hence oitell 
~ri!e hard ttlCUg}~ts fir t!'f: :~~r~ltellillgs of GOlI agaillil fill, 

as revere. Henct: Oi~!O unbeii~\'ing thoughts. which win 
Ilot a(lanit, that eVt:r he \\·;11 ftl:fil I.is \,'ort), or eX~cllte 
tIle tllreatelleu j~ltlg:llerlt. B!lt a dilcover}- of tIle gl(\ry r.f 
Goo, particularly of Us infinite holineJs, by fhe\\!n~ the 
evil of lin in its pruP'!T cOlotlr~, flops e,"er}· mouth, drJ~~ 
t!le filln~r i .. ,~o t!iC l)r~lellce of Ilis J l'~!~~, all(1 Ii ri l\~ \:re 
gl~ilty crillli:lal ()i c:\-er)' ":1ill l)l~J. \ \ ... ~ !~e l~lail.j!'. ill 
~"O c~r~ n(' lit'" .), .... ~~ h~d t~ ... ;, .., \...:. -" ....... ·\'e l"'\~"- •. r i, 
, ... - ... , ~ ~., ,~" \ t.. ~, ... ~ 1..- ~ '" ~ ,& .. 'I~'. \. .. •. ~ \\" ,\ . ~-., . 
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minion, anti abfolute fovereignty of Gotl t as put bim en. 
tirely to filence, and cOllvinced him, that there \,,'as n~ 
rool~l for contending; no place for comparifon between 
ro unequal (m~n I call them) partic!s, God and man" Joh 
xl. 4. '~Behold I am vile; lvhat fball I anfwer thee? I 
" will Jay my hand upon D'Y mouth." 

This right of foverei;!nty in God, and the duty of ab. 
(olute, immediate, unconditional fuhjeaion in the crea· 
ture, I finJ plainly and frequently eftabli!hed in fcripture. 
It is, illdeetl, entirel, in this ftyJe, which may \\-ell be 
called the n}~)e of the King of' kings, that G()(l j'pe:lks ta 
Job ill the four thapters preceding that where nly te:tt 
lies. l~ho\lgh be is brought in fpeakilll!~ to Tcfolve a dif
fiCll)ty in provi(lence; yet., you may obler~"e, he (loes not 
1:\y Olle \\l"om as to the jlJf!ice of his proceeding: btlt, un
der many of the flrongefl images, fets forth his irrefiftible 
po\ver, chap. XXx\"iii. 2~ 3, 4, 5, 6, "'\"')10 is this tllat 
.& darkeneth COU11fc) by words \\,ithout kno\\"ledge? Gin} 
to, up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, 
.. , anll anf\vet tilOU Ole. \Vnere \vall thou when I laid 
Ii the foundations of the e3nh? Dec)are, if thou haf: 
.' llnclerllanding. '\1'ho h:ath iaitl the meafures thereof: 
U if thou knoweR? or who hath flretched the line upon it ! 
" \,7bereupoll 3re the fourulations thereof faftelle<.l? or 
U who laid the cnmer none thereof?n 'And. a~in, chap. 
xl. 8" 9, IO~ I I. "'Vi)t thou alfo difannul my juc~meJlt ~ 
,~ \\!ilt thOll cO:l(l~mn me, that thou nla'·ell L~ riff"hteol'S! 

.. t" 

" Haft thOll all arm iike Go<l? or cantt tJloU thllnder \\ltit!l 
.... a voice like him: D~ck thyfdf no\\· with majd::1 ~nd 
" e~c( .. :Jenc~p 1 an(l arr.t}· :Jlyf~lf \\'"ith gJor}- all(1 tleallt\--. 

" Cail ahroad the rage of thy wr.:.th : and behQld every 
., o!!e til~\t is pro!.lt!, and abafc 11;n1." 

"1"'~1C" fovc:rcigtlt}· of God, is ,,"hat, of a~1 tllin~s el!~, fin
ners, walile tlley continue in that character, ar~ leall ca. 
r31)~e cf llll{lerfian(lill~, and leaf! \\~iIJin~~ to itlblliit to. 
"l'his is net to be wonllt:red at; Ikc:lufe the very nature ci 
,i!l cc!!tiris ill (~ail~'l~ off Ollr allegiance, al1ll, as far as in 
~!:; !:::.i, ni~diag th~ authcr:ty of God. Bllt, my hrethren, 
" rc:~ll1il(;t)\"ery ot Ilis glory, at O!l(.~e, i"air~s Ililll to lhe 
t -:. , ,. .. ,. 1" f '1 J . I .. .. ... .. :rO~lt:, a~"'tl :~..\ ,~~ ,)!:!: l..!S ~! .. ~~s ~:'i~ 00, :l:lu IS, a~ 11 \\-C 
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.. .. h lJ t'''' 1 '. \.. ~" · he~r,,! 3 '·Oli::! :r,)~11 e:\\-t!l, a\ . re I\."~ te ~lS "1 talC !~'tt>\"'ll~ 

'triki'l~ \\·orj~, ! !:l .. ii. to, 11. "J':~lt::r illtO t~!e rock, al~1 
" Iliti:: tht~ ill tIle (iu!:, t:)r fealr of t!le Lor~l, 3n,1 for the 
" .,lor\- Jf I,is Ill:\i~:t}·. ·J'11e } .. )ftv looks of 111,\11 f)l~lJI he 

."" • .J .I 

il hUI1~i~l~li) ~11~i th~ hlll!h:ln~:s of illell fl ... lll r.e IlO"'~,l 
, ' 

"tlo\vn; allJ th~ Lor"l alone 1Jl,lll b~ ex~\J!~li in that \)~,y." 
• 

O!le \~·llo hat!) io 1:11n\~n Go .. ), ,\~i)i pt:rc:ive, that there 
can b.: no mor-.! prl\F'=r r~ply to objet1i~ns, Gn the part of 
man, to the! c.Jivine proc~h,r~, th;.ta l:l.!~ cfthe 3Fclil:: Paul, 
Rom. ix. ~O. '~N;l'''', but, 0 In~ll, \\'!lO art thCll tb,,: r:-

• 
u plidi ag:\infl Gt'li :" . 

3- _\ ditcovery of the ~!ory.- of G('(l rer\·~5 to p~int C~:t 
th~ dl:1ger of fill. It is ll.e :101'\~ of inll)\ll~i'~-.. t!l .. \t cnl
llOltlells tIle Jil111er ta tr,!~lr~refs, :l!l~l tt) p~rf::i ill his t~I:;!: 

~ ~ 

f"~ll:OllS 1..',,_ tl1:~ 1t~·"~:1" - , ..... ti·~, .. l t~,·, .. ~ ... rln. .. '_ .... s 1-''\ ~ 0.\0..,1 • rei ,. ,~ _\., ... 411'-- 1 u --- "" "~ j\. ... ':';'UI(\." *. ~\,;-
nerd), attril)ut;!l~ !Ilt! inlp~nire!lCe of j~'1'lt~:'~ tn t~ef~ t~\ ... o 
Preat fo"'rc··s In-ll''''''''·'ce "r~'1 \~1,1\·"1-1 'f P, .... ) , .. ;\.. t "~J'l" .. f)' , .. - '-, -_"-) v",_, .. , '''' .. --- " .. ~ " - .~. ... G,,-

,~ f~101 hlti. 1~i,1 ill hi~ h:!:tft, t~!t"re is 110 (;l'll. " 1\ ~l~l, i!\ 

ver!~ + h H:w!! ~n th~ \\'ork~:-s of in!qui!y no km)\~·-
., I 1 ~" ' · ..... f"'" hill ,,.,... - l' • '( "~e ;.. tii:~~ ~3 ta :3'·" lit: )Q \. fel)t:!,lOn 'Il tl~elr COll-

~~ ~ 

dlltl: ))),\i:1Jy {~:;co\:~rs t!l~ ~\thciii:l of t!leir he~r!s. "fo t!~~ 
1:"lnc l"'fr"'::" Pi:1, '11 X I I I .", "H·· 'I,"",th -i'" :,...1 :.~ L ~ ~ U. .;.1. ~ ~'-\ I .... " .' , .. 1' .... .,'''' .,,~,I ~._ I! .. ~ 

"heart, {JtX! hat!l f:}~ ~o~t~tl; I.~ ll~t!~th his t::'ce; he \\'::1 
"never fee it.-'\'~he~fore ll~:!l the '~tic!:e;.! CQ~te!ll!l 
.. , G·~l' He n" ~~11 .:,:_1 ""'1 h-.- 11A~rt t',ou , •. ;1. no~ rH1 ""..~ 

"'" • ,',' h.~~' ... l' ~ • '-" ,-~ '" ~,," l .. -'I tIl, '-

"it .. " But a l!~f~o\'t:r}~ of tl!e l:!\pin= ~l.}r}~, :tt once d~. 
firo'~s tl'e 1':0' "I"·! '\ t ·l .... ~ cf t~: - 1~" 1,,-;·1 t':'" "l'r-lt·.. ~'1tl(l '1'11~: :"00."'_ .. ,I~ ,~ .'-.... ,~ Vtl. • ~.,,:::i ,t .... _ , ... , -"".. ., ,,~ .. ·.~C .... ~ 

.k ,~ .. 

_ preIUlnpti(l11. It r<!~liizes t:.e \~eJ}· b~in~ of GtXl m-)ft' 

than before, as is p!~!nly imp1:ed in t=!~ '.'."on!.; of Jo!l: I 
l).,~., D.:»t' .... r(1 .ifll\~ .. ~"/"/I ;l~.""/)',,"'·r!·~· ... (~.Fl;'~"(Jr· b"~'~' '~, ~: ....... i. -.. ~. • ,I .. , i. "" , " .:.., .. ... ... 4~'-"': .. • • .. ~ "" ~, , ..... ..... • ,. 
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AgaeQbly to all tbis,. ,,-e find .. ·blt. in the holy r\:r~r
tures, in which ClOd bath been pleafcd to make hilJl!elf 
known to us by estemAi relt-elation, it is hy .. {feft inR, all", 
as it were, dirp~.2ying, anc! prodU~jll~ to \'i~\,", the ~Iory 
of his infil1ite perfcaion" that he cndea,-ours to (ktl-r us 
from fin, and allimate or encourage us to dUI)-. ,\ -1k11 

God gave the 1&,,- to the children or J(r~cI, he ~\'~ t!:~m, 
at the rune ti~, a difplay of his gu:atnefs and !D:.jdly in 
a ftry awful manner. To e..~prefs his fovereign authori. 
ty'lt and the ahfolut~ propriety he h~Q in them, he 'ntm. 
du«s it with thefe: wonis: II I am the unl, thy God. 
~ wllicl~ bro\lght tbee out of the la"i of F..g}-pt, nllt of the 
'I houfe of bondage." \-Ob may:tlfo remelnl'ler,. J.o,~ of
ten, in appointing the feveru ldofak confiitutions.. tilde 
fignificative words are repatcd~ J .Im the Lon.!. In ttl'! 
fame manner, to imprefs his ~op!e with a (enSe of the 
evil of fill, 3S committed againft ruch a God, he dec)~res 
his. 0\\"11 a.bluiute dOlninio%l .. A·t3l .. i .. 14 .. "Bll' cllrJC!<l be 
~, the decei,-er, which h~th in his Bock a male, allu \"0"·-

" eth ;and facriSceth to the lArd a corrupt thing; for) anl 
&l a g' eat King. faith the Lord of hofis, and Dly name is 
" dreatlful 3111011g tIle heathen." 

'Vben he \\'ou)<l gi\·e his peop1e a lleep conviftion of 
the tony and danger of fecret fins, he jets torth his muni. 
f~ience 31}(1 omlliprer~nce, Jer .. x~iii .. ~3, ~4. " Am I il 
'". God at hand, and n~t a God :!f.,u (liT: Can imy hide 
" hilnfelf in fecret places, ti13t I filall tlot fee hinl? f~\ilh 
,~ the Lord. Do not I fill heal'en al1d earth? faith tile 
"Lord~)' \\1hen he ,,·ouill expreis tIle (1311ger of ol)flil1a
cy and difube(lience, he gi\·es a very li,-ely i(lcl cf IllS 
il16nite po\\'"er, Jer. \~. l.~. "Fear ~.~ Ilot nle? faitll the 
~ .. Lord: \,"iil ye not tremll)e at Illy Ilrt.ft:tl(e, \\'llicll have 
" placed the filnd for the bou~d of the fea, hy a perpetual 
., decree, th;\t it c,nnot pats it; and tl10Ugh tl~e U'3\"C:S 

"thereoftols themf~h'es, yet can they not prevail; though 
" the~~ roar, )·et can tlle~· l\ot p3is Q\"er it. ') 

The Yen- faille tllill~ he llot'l to ellCO\!rn~e tl!e lrl,n of 
~. , 

lli~ O\\-n jItOI'l!c, Ila. xli,~. 6. (" ~l~hlIS !:lith the J~or(l, tt:e 
'Co Killg of Ilrael, anll I,~is Re<leenler, tbe I.or(l (If )101::), 1 
" am the firfi, and I .nl llle; tall, a~l~l btEl!t:S Ille lller~ j,~ 
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., no God_" "lien he would make: us fenfibJe, th:at. if we 
continu~ in lin, it is impoftible for us to elcape punifb. 
n~nt, what a terrible ~pre'cntation does he give of his 
d~"Q~ul and ir~6ftible vengeance? Prophedes of l'~ah. 
i .. 5- 6.. u lne mountains quake at him, and the hiJls meJt, 
I .. .anti the evth is burnt at his prefence, ~ the world. 
~~ an!.) :all that dw~)1 therein. \Vbo can fland before his 
It indign:\tion? and who can ~ide in the fiercenefs of his 
.. anger? his fury is poured out like fire. and tile rocks 
.t a~ tbro\vn clown by him,·' 

• 
Thus W~ fe .. \ th41t God, in fcripture,. Je\"eaJs the glory 

of his own nature, as the effc:fiual means of rellr-aining us 
in the commifti!>o of lin,. or turning us from it; :lnd plain~ 
Jy ftlppo[es, th;lt nothing but ignorance of him ~an en~ 
counge finners in tbeir rebeUion. Neither can it be de~ 
ni~d,. th~t ""hen tbere IS an in,\ltard :lnd powerful difco\"cry 
cf there truth~ t~ the mind, it mull lead us to repentance" 
and I,,~· us profir:ne befcre his thr:lne, in obedience and 
fubmiffiQn.. ,~~O~ that knOll-db the Almighty, will ntO 

llrol1 the thick bclTes of 'lis buckler? or will rIot rath~r 
ufe this dutiful Janguage of Job, chap. ix .. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. 
~ .. I know !l is '0 of a truth; but how fhGuld man be jull 
" \\-ith G<xi? Ii~ he \,,-ill contend \vith him, he ~al1not an .. 
t. f\v~.·llinl Olle ora thoufalld. He is wife in ~eart, and 
u mighty in flrength: who hath hardened himfelf againll 
u him, an~l hath profperetl: which removc:!h the Inouo
&: tai11~ arltl tllev kilO\'; not; \vhich O'lerturllctn theln ill .. 
" his :mger; whi-:h fhaketb the earth out (;f h~r placet 
" and the p!ll~.rs t~1ereof trclnb!e." 

4- III tile l~lfll)Jace, a vie\v of the divine glory tends 
to leads us to repentance: as it fets forth his infinite mer
C~~, ~n(l aHartls enCOlJragement to, as \\reii as points out 
the profii of repentance.. Jull and proper conceptions of 
God C~!l!lot be giV~ll lIS, \\·ithollt including his great mer. 
cy.. rrhis hri6ht pcrfeaion thone, e\'en on l\;fount Sinai, 
tJlrou~!l all tile tcn'"ors of tllat legal ciifpenfation, Exod. 
xx:~iii. 18, 19- ".~Illl he raid, I befeech thee, file\V nle 
" tllY glory. An(I he [aiel, I \vill mal~e all m}· go()(lnefs to 
" pa!s bdore thee; and I will proclaim the name of the 
" L~rd before thee; and I will be sracious to' \\ honl I 



" will be gracious, and will nlew mercy on whom I will 
" fhew mercy." E!tod. xxxiv. 5, 6, 7, h A!1J the Lord 
~l tlelcended in t11e cJou(l, and fico~l ''lith hi~n tl1ere~ :in(I 
" proclaimed the name of the Lord. And t he Lord p~ff. 
" cd by berore him, aId proclaimed, 1'he Lord, the Lord 
" GoU, olerciful and graciOtlS, l011g.fufFering, an(1 abun. 
" dant in goodnefs and truth, keeping nlcrcy for thou. 
"fands, forgiving iniquity, and trdnfgreffion, and fin." 
\Y-itllOllt tIle kno,vle(lg~ of· this al11iall!e attriilutc, all the 
other perfc:C1.ions of God \\:Olild {j~ni:y little to bring us to 
true ri!pent~Jlcc. ,\7it)lOtJt tllis, t!lej~ c;lrry not!lirJg ill 

lh.!l1l but unmixed tenor to th{! gttilty. ,\Vit:lOut this, 
tilt!refore, tlle COllfi(ieratioll of llis illfillite 110lillCis al1{1 pu
rii:)~, h~s 111flcxible jutiicc, a:ll1 almigllty pO\\Pcr, ,J{ou1(1 
onl}· f~r\-·e to tlri\-e us fllrtller from hilll, ll}- thro\\~iilg us 
into ~b!01ute dt:fp:~ir. But when, to all the other perfec
tions of (-;O(J, \rc j(;in his illfill!te Inerc)', tIle trlle know
~eJgc of him l~rvts r~ot only to defiroy criminal pn:fump. 
tit:ll, but to anilJllte to d\ltiful fublnifIioll. "j"11US tile 
nt~lll""'l·ln.· ~-·rrell"~s 11·1'nr#-,,1~'" nr"'lm C'~'l'X " 4 "j-r tl101!.l ~ .t-. 11, Il \...\. ., l!C J • J,-tl, .\ tCl ... ~ .. " •• .:)) , 

~\ Lord, fllOul:J::il mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who fllall 
-., 11,111(1? Eut t!lere is fcrgi\?el1efs '~i!th t11~e, tl11t ttlOU 

" 111:!yefl: be feared." litre J~OU nlay obfcfve, tl1at, \\:llen 

l:~ f.'l)'s, "there is forgiveneis with thee~ thilt thou mayeft 
" b~ leare(}," lle Ilot onlv Ule:ltlS, that ti1crc is ~lICOllra(Te .. 

# I C 

nlent to fer,,"e GO(), tlllt tllat his mere}' itf<::lf leads to tll;.li: 

£l:Jl rc\'ercnCe which is fo dfentiai a part of trne pen:
tctlce. rI'llc greatlleis all(} 11Icrey of Gael l:alJl)i!}.~ COil. 

fpire in meiting the heart of the {inner. Thtre iS~!1 ex
preffion of fingular h::luty, Hof. i:i. 5. "Aiter\\'~rd fl~l!l 
\' tIle clliluren of I fra~l retnrll, aIlcl ft'el~ tIle Lc:-cl, their 
" God, and David', t~1<::ir l~illg; (\11\.1 Ih~lll f<::ar the Lord, 
" ~n·"l l'~'l'-- fT"o,lr'\l. r<: 1-11 tl1:~ l~'te''''(I~l~·'' " • U' & U ".;) b '" \.&. ... "" J:" , ' ~ .:\. '- a .. '" .,,' ,) -

'l'}lis leatls nle to ()llftT\-e, tlla.t it is l:: t!le gofpel 'of Otlr 

L 1 1 S - J"" r"" • f'" ) , b· 1 or( an(~ Zl'/!CUr, ~lt:S L.llfl t, tl1at \\-e !l\'e t!lC 'r!~!lt-
, I" It"·'" 1 ,'l • • .. • • ('" , ..., ~·tr a'}' CJ~~l·'~ (it •• ) ~.,. ()~ ·:·":"l/~ I~'~-~r"',y It 15 1'1 ;\··~t .. '- I , ~ "... 1 to. 1 'u } ~ t, t! • •• _ •• \". • \.. . .1 • • ... & t , l, 

, I' I"'· 1· , ., 1 J 1 tliat ,re 11\'e tne trlte ~l11( 1~\Vll1g <. il('()\·~r}· 01 1 ~e i)~ vr}~' all( 

11~ri~t.tiOl!S or GG~L~ .:\r~(l it is r~ar~tClllarij· il) l~il!l, tl:~t 
~rc 11ave all llilitc(l i:!uIl '··1tic/ll, a:1cl j,):r:t (lili';!~~Y (Jf !~rc~~ ... 

f' 1 ". " "I' 1 I 1 , 
;~Cl~ at1t (;COlllleJ$, 01 111'~Jt'll}· \\11<. .')~;'()~. iil tu<.: l;!lUtf"7 
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taking of oar bldfed Redeemer, we have a very dear and 
aifetting view of thore perl~tliolls, that 111ew the evil of 
';:1, and the (bnger of the finner. Never did the holinei~ 
of God thine brighter, or his hatred and indignation a
gainft fin, app;;ar with greater terror, than when the fword 
oi' his jurriC(! w:\S dra.wn 0!1t agilin[l the man ~vh() is bis 
ji.:llUiv. 'Vhen God fVv-ept away a polluted world by an 
univcrfal deluge; when he overthrew Sodom and Go
morrah by fire r.nd brimflone froDl h~aven; when the 
earth opened her mouth, and fwallowed up Korah, Da-
than, and .Abir:un. Thefe \vere terrible proofs of his ha
tred I)f fin, of the jufiice and holinefs of his nature. Yet 
were they, after all, but faint evidences, in comparifon 
cf ,".·hl.t were given, when "he who was in the fornl of 
" God, anll thought it not robbery to be equal with God, 
~, -\vas [Olln(l ill fafllion as a mall, all(lllCcame obedient 
" tlnto dc.ath, . e\"en tIle (1~3.tll of tIle crofs. " 

Bllt, at tIle filnlc time, ill tllis great event, hatIl he not 
nngnified his love? Rom. v. 8. " But God hath com
" nlende(l h~s lo\~e to",!arcls us, in tIl at \,·llile \ve \\gere yet 
U finBers, Chrifi: died for us." IIow 111all we think or 
fpc~k on this unfathomable fubjea? Chrifi: Jefus is the 
fruit of tIle li~atlle:-'s ev-erlafiing lo\'e to fillners of 111311-

i\.ill(l. 1-10\\' grelt tIle giver! 110\V unfl)eakable the gift! 
ho\v 111call a,lu \\,rorthlefs tIle olJjeCts of 11is lov·e! Gotl is 
love. PO\\'tr, \vii<.lotTI, 1101iIleis, and jllfiice, fhi11e, ill
.d~cd, in the doCtrine of the crofs. But, above ail, grace 
rlll~l rnerc.y ilrcvail, " at1(1 reign tllrougll rigllteoufnefs unto 
,~ eterllal life." ,;r!lat a tnelting v'i~\'! to c\7cr)' COilVill
c~d li:l!l~;-! Zcch, xii. 10. "-I'hey {hall look upon me 
" .. ..,hom th~y have pien.::ed, and they than "alOl~rn for 
'~ilial, a~ O!l~ tI1~!t nlournt:til for his only fon, nnel {hall 
,~ t.jC ~rl l)~~t~r~"!e!~ for iii!TI, as one tl~at is in llitterllefs for 
" L;s f.r!}.l;orn." ]\fuit they not, with Job, abbor tbem. 
~c:'·~·!.s, and nl;c,'ll ill {lUst end a~hes? 1'his is a circum-
l':'·'t"""~ If'··t'\·q·l~,,,·l .. , ... .,1·et1 IIC~;C'~ of \t·~·ltll reaard to t1"e rr·~i" 
l. '" l .. \" <.,; ,'-\. l 10-" \.. 1 .' ",,, • \. \ l '- ," 0 I~ h v -

p·::l conv~ri.s. Jcr. xxxi. 9. "rI'hey fhall come with 
H \':~:2r!:lg; an~: with fl.!ppliclticns wiIi I lead them." 
J .. ·r. \'. ,~, 5. " In thore (1ays, and in that time, fliih the 
. 1 ' " .' .. 1 " ,'" l' ' " 1 , 1 ' , , ". ,rd-', i." ... ""I I!\"~n ", 'I'-·~". 1')'., COl"'~ t,,~\,· ·"1" tilr» .;, . .c ..... .. 6 ) ..... ~ w 1 - ... ~.. '- • A w .. _ •• ... "" & l. •• . • I&,\.. ) ... ~ •• ;, ~" • .... .., 



neighbour, to YOllrrelves, to your relations; or doing that 
which is wrong~ by indulging, in any meafure, the "lulf 
" of the flefh, tn;! lull pf the eye, or the, pride of ]ife.·' 
To conclude aUt you will never have a more fatisfying 
evidence, that your aCts of wQrfhip, ordinary or Qlore fo. 
leron, h,ve been acc~ptabJe to God, than if they ferve to 
clothe you with humility, ~nd make you adopt and relifh 
the won~s of Job in the text: "I have heard of thee b}7 the 
" hearirlg of the ear; bllt no\v nline e)!e ftcth thee. ,\il,ere. 
" fore I abhor my~elf, and repent in dull and allies. " 
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" children of Judah together, going and "peeping; they 
" fha11 go and reek the Lord, their God. They {ban a1k 
., the way to Zion, with their faces thitherward, faying, 
CI Come, and let us join ourfelve~ to the Lord in a perpe
,e tual covenant, that fhall not be f~ya~otten. " I {baIl 
clofe this head, by ~drefling to you the- Nords of God to 
the children of Ifrael, Joel ii. 12, 13. "'l"herefore alfo 
" now, faith the Lord, tum ye even to me with all your 
., heart, and with fafting, and with weeping, and with 
., mourning, and relld your heart, and not your gar
.' ments, and turn unto the Lord your Goel; for he is 
.. gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of great 
U kindnefs, and repenteth him of the evil." 

I proceed, now, to make fome praaical improvement 
of 'v 11 at hath been raid. And, 

1. You may learn, . from this fubjeCl, the force and 
meaning ()f thofe paffages of fcripture, in \\,hicll the \\1hole 
of religion is expreffed by the knowledge of God. Thus, 
Prov. ix. 10" "Tile fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
" wifaonl; and the kno\v le::(lge of the holy is underfiand-
4' ing." rrlle fame tiling is affirme(l by our bleffed Sa. 
viQur, John xvii. 3' "And this is life eternal, that they 
&~ might know thee, the only true God, and Jefus Chrift, 
.. & \Vll0m tllOU hin rent." O!l the other hand, \vicked 
men are often defcribed by tIllS alort and expreffive cha
raCter, that they kno\v not Goel, as in 1 Tlleff. i. 8. 
" -In flaming- fire, taking vengeance on them that kno\v 
" not God." The truth is, Gotl is either \vllol1y unkno\vn, 
or greatly miftaken by \vicke{l men. None but his fer
vants do truly fee his glory; and the more they fee of him, 
the more they are affimilated to him. Thus the apoftle 
Paul defciibes converfion in tlJe following terlns, 2 Cor, 
iv. 6. "For God, who commanded the light to lhine ont 
" of darknefs, hach fhined in our hearts, to give the light 
" of the knowledge of' the glory of God, in the face of 
" Jefus Chrifi." And, in the fame epiilIe,- chap. iii. 18, 
he thus defcribes tIle progrefs of tIle chrifiiall life, " .But 
"'fe all, with open tace, beholding, as in a glafs, the 



humb/iI'l to I.!ot Soul. 

,. glory of the Lord, are changed iniO the fame ima~, 
" from ~Iory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.,1 

2. From what hath been faid on this fubjet\, you may 
learn the great danger of a nate of ignorance. If repena 
t,.1ce, which is the beginnin~ ~i": true religion, takes its 
rlie from a knowledge of the nature and perfeaions of 
God, does it not follow, th:lt thofe who are grofsly igno. 
rant, are not only in a contemptible, but in a deplorable 
Rate? that they muft be fir-angers to the power and prac .. 
tice of religion, and, dying in that condition, muft pe
rifh eternally? It is lllucil to be lamented, that even 
amongft us, who have the means of infiruCtion in fo 
great plenty, there are {lill many who continue grofs]y 
ignorant. How inexcufable are thor\! parents, who do not 
nlake confcience of diligelltly training up their children 
in the kno\v le<Ige of the things that belong to their eternal 
peace? I Inutl alto illtreat all heads of families, whom 
God hath enabled to hire the labor of others, feriollfiy to 
think of tIle vbligatioll that lies upon them, to infiru8: 
tlleir fervants in the prillciples of rcligioll, and 110t futrer 
any UJlder their roof to periJh for lack of knowledge. Do 
Ilot think you h,\\'e ([olle ellougll, \\·hen you have given 
thenl food and \,-'ages, if )'OU \\"holly neglect their precious 
fouls. I do not e~pea to prevail upon you, faithfully to 
(\iicllarge this Utlt}', by an}' arguments but thofe drawll 
t'roln the glory of GOtl, alld }~our o\vn everlafling interefi; 
but I canllot llel~, at the fame time, putting you ill olind, 
that it is very much for your temporal interefi. Depend 
upon it, the more confcientioufly you difcharge your duty 
to them, the more honefily, diligently, and chearfully 
will they ferve you~ It is very common to hear complaints 
of the fiothfulilefs, Ullfaitllfulnefs, allcl illfolence of fer
vants; but, if we contlder, ferioufiy, what belongs to the 
duty of a mailer, there will be:: found, perhaps, as many, 
and as great faults, on this fide as on the other. It is fur. 
prifing, that fome feenl to expeCt, in a poor uneducated 
creature, all manner of decency of behavior, fweetnefs of 
tempel", integrity, and diligence, and arc ready to Hornl 
u})on the lelf~ ueteCt, \vhile, at the fame time, tIley 1ho\v 
110 exalnple in their O\V11 'OllduCt, but of a vifible l1egl<.:(,1; 
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'.)f duty both to God and man. o:-.! my brethren, bare 
pit)· on the ignorclnt, efpecially tIle yOllnger fort, \vho 
\voul(ll~:lrnJ if they hail teacllers. Ignorance is aJ\\'ays a 
Jecure, infenfible Rate. 'fhey know nothing, allt! there
fore they fear nothing. Public inllrufiioll is, in a great 
meafilre, ufe'cfs to thore who are not preparc:d for it by 
more Jamiliu teaching at home. Let minillers fpeak ne
ver fo plainly fn)m the pulpit, it is niH to mdny of them a 
ftrange language, which they (10 not comprt:hend. 

3· From what hath been faid on this fuhjeCl:, you may 
fee the necefIity of rehenerat!on, or an inward ::!'ilnge of 
n~art, in order to real re1i~ion. You have heard lbove, 
that it is not a fpeculative knowledge of the n:lture and 
p~rfeaicns of God, or undt:rfianding wh~t he i:;, that 
leads to refJentallce, bllt a vie\v of his e~:cel]ellce al1(1 aOli .. 
abJenefs, as glorious in his holinefs. rrhi~ nene can ha\'e, 
but thofe \\'ho ar~ in fome meafure tra11sforlneu irlto the 
fa.me image. Hence it is, that \-rickcd rr.en do not chcrilh, 
but avoid the thou!!hts of God. lIenee it is, that extr~
ordinary tokens of the di,,-ine power Cl!"!d rrdence, lignal 
judgments, and unexpeCted firokes on them!eives, or 
their relations, diflrefs antI terrify them, and bring thenl 
under a llavifh bondage for a littie, but prOdl!Ce no Jove; 
no (lefire of union; no corclial fubmiffion. HCllce alio 
appears the [ooJilhnefs of th:!t finrd, but general propenfi
ty in men, to afk after a fi~n, and to defire that ether and 
different evidence fhould be given them of the truth of 
religion than God hath feen meet. 'Ve have an e~ample 
of this in the parable of the rich man an(1 LazarU3, record· 
ed, Ltlke xvi. to\varus the clore. 1'here the ricll Il1all is 
repn:fented, as intreating, that Lazarus might he fent to 
his brethren for their \Varnin~. 'Vh~n Abr~~ham refers 
them to the revealed will of God, lVlofes and the prophets, 
he urges his requetl thus, ver. 30, ".A.ntl he fa;d, n:iy, 
" father i\brallanl; but if one \vent llnto tl1cm fronl tlle 
"dead, they will repent;" to whkh th~ ani'wer is given 
immediately, H If they hear not l\!oE:s and the prophets) 
.. neither win they be perfuaded, though one rde from 
,. tIle c.lc;l(l." 
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ddircd filch cxtraonlillary proofs; bl,t tht:y wou!,} of 
thcln!~lv~s! be altellll:.:d \\-ith 1)0 rea) bell~Gt. prllotl~h 
you had bc:en Oil ~fouut Sinai with Afofes, it would have 
prodm::tl t~rror~ but no other eKed, without a fpiri,ual 
difcovery of the re:.1 glory of God. See E.~od. xi~. 16. 
" Atld it callie to IlafS, on tJie third (lalP, in the morning, 
., tJlllt there \,"ere thund~rs, and li6htnings, and a thick 
., cloud llpon the nlOllnt~ an() the ,toice of the trump~t 
" exceeding loud; fo tha! aU the people that n!('lS in tbt: 
" camp ~rembled." And the fame book, ch. xx. 18, 19-
" And all the people fa\v tbe: tbunderin&s, anti the light
" nings, and the noire of the trumFet, and the mountain 
ea fmoking; and when the people raw it, they removed, 
It and flood afar off: and they raid unto l\fofes, fp~ak thou 
" with us, and we will hear; but Jet not God fpeak with 
" us, lell we die." Another evidence of the fame thing, 
may be taken from the cafe of devils and damned fpirits. 
They have, no doubt, a ft:nfible demonUration of the be. 
ing, and, probably, a very clear intellectual knowl~dge of 
the nature of God; )Iet Ilatl} it not an}' eRect ill changing 
their difpofirions: OIl the contrary, tile Olore tlley know 
of him, who is fo oppofite to their temper, they hate hiln 
the more; if infhmt:s their natural enmity, an(t makes it 
rage with dcu~~!e violence. This, I think, appears \lcry 
plainly, bOll} froln tile reafon of the tIling, and from, tIle 
followin~ pa(ra~es of fcripture, Matth. viii. 29, it is raid cf 
t\VO demolliacs: "And behol(lllley cried out, fa}'il1g, \w'llat 
" have we to do with thee, Jefus, thou Son of God? art 
" tllOU ccme Ilither to torment t1S before the tilne ?" lVIark 
v. 6, 7. U But when he faw Jefus atar oft: he ran .mcA 
" \VOrfllipl1ed him, and cried \vitIl a lOlJ() voice, alld raid, 
"what have I to ~o with thee, Je[us, thou Son Qf the 
.. , Mon High God? I adjure thee by God, that thou tor
" ment me not." And again, Mark ix. 20. "And they 
" brougllt him l111to hinl; an(l ~~llen he fa\v Ilinl, Ilralght
" \vay the fpirit tare hir}l, arl(lile fell on tIle groUll(l, atll} 

" wallowed, foaming." From which paffages, we mLlY 
l)erctive, agreeable to \Vllat llas 11cc'n obferv'e<.l, that tile 
prefence of Chrift increa!cu, at onc~, the ra~e and miLe-

\7or .• II. LT .. 
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ry of the unclean fpirits. Let this excite us to pray, that 
it would pleaCe God to reveal himfc:lf to us by his Spirit, 
and give us the faving knowledge of him, as he is "in 
" Chrift Jefus, reconciling the world to himfelf. n 

4. Sulfer me. on this occafion, fhortly to add~fs myfe1f 
to thofe, who are flnngers to true religion. Let me be. 
feech them, while they are y .. :~ iii the way, and whila -the 
Spirit or God is ftriving with them, in his word and ordi. 
nances, to lay down the \veapons of their rebellion againft 
him, and to lay hold, by faith, on the atoning blood of 
Chrift for their reconciliation and peace. Are ,here not 
fome in this aifembJy, wlJO have yet no knowledge of God, 
but that which makes his fervice a burden. his Sabbaths a 
wearinefs, and his people contemptible or odious? Are 
there not fome tender fpirits, who are paffionale lovers of 
this prefent world, but ullable to bear the vie\v of morta
lity and mifery in their fellow.creatures; who tren1ble at 
the gloom of a church ... }'ard, or htlT)·ing vault, and turn 
pale as afhes at the fight of a death'!; head, or an open 
grave? I befeech you, my beloved hearers, to join, with 
the terror of divine po\ver, the riches of divine grace; 
and let both conflrain you to "acquaint }~ourrel\'es \vith 
" God, and be at peace, that thereby goocl may £ome un· 
., to }·ou.'" I kno\v no "'ay, by which you may avoid 
meeting w~th the king of terrors; but you may fet him at 
defiance undel= the proteClion of the King of killgS. ~rhere 
is no profit in forgetting, btlt there is both honor and pro .. 
fit in conquering death. Some are unhappily fuccefsflll, 
for a feaion, ill banifhing ever}' difmal iclea fronl their 
minds. prhe fal1e and flattering pleafures of life engrQfs 
their attention, and illtoxicate their millds~ But ill a little 
time, Benold the fupreme Judge ., cometh with clouds, 
u and every eye !hall te~ him, and they alfo which pierced 
" him; ~lld all kindreds of the earth fh"all \\lail beca\j[e of 
"him." He is now befeeching you with tendenlefs, and 
\vaiting OTI }70U ~,vith patience. J~ml,race, tlleretore, tile 

liappy feafon. " Kifs the Son. left he he angry, and ye 
" perifh from the way, \vhen his· wrath is kindled but ;l 
'''little:; ble1f~d are all they that put tLcir truH in him." 
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s.. III the laft place, r:;u may fee the reafoD why ~.~ry 
truly good man, the more he grcweth in religion, the 
more he growc:-th in humility. Growth in religion im. 
plies, or carri~s in it, a growing difcovery of the glory of 
God, as it fhines in his works, his word, his onlinances, 
bis providence. This.nece[mly leads to felf-abafement. 
o how contrary to religion is pride! But, above aU others, 
how abfurd. criminal, intc!~,able, is fili~itual pride? what 
a proof of felf-ignorance, as well as forgetfulnefs of God ! 
The lirft views of a penitent are fixed on the enormities 
of his life; but when there are, in fome meafure, fubdu
ed, additional difcoveries of the glory of God bring forth 
the latent corruptions of his heart. What afFeaing com
plaints does that eminent, zealous, faithful mlnifter of 
Chrill, the apofile Paul, make in the following well known 
pa[age, Rom. vii. 18. '" For I know that ill me (that is, 
" ill my Benl) dwel1eth no good thing; for to will is pre .. 
" rent with me; but ho\\'" to perform that which is good, I 
" find Ilot." And verfe 2.3, 24- "But I fee atlother Jaw 
" in my members, warrin g againft the Jaw of my milld, 
" and bringing me into captivity to the law of fini which 
" is in my melnbers. 0 wretched man that I am! who 
" {hall deliver me from the body of this death 1" Nay, 
the clealeeft views whict:. a believer can take of the riches 
of divine mercy through a Redeemer, though they afford 
unfpeakable confolation in God, tend alfo deeply to hum
ble him, under a fenfe of his own un\vorthinefs. The 
cloarine of the crofs is not more refrefhing to the broken in 
heart, than it is abafing to the proud j for it was chofen 
of God for this very purpofe, " that no flefh 1hduld glory 
" in his prefence." 

011 the whole, my brethren, as you cannot live under 
the direCtion of a better habitllal principle, fo you callnot 
prepare for any aCt of folemn worlhip more pro}krly, than 
by deep humility. To improve this difpofition, let me 
intreat you to mRke a ferious and impartialfearch into the 
fins you have been guilty of, in heart and converfation, 
by omiffioll or commiffinn; by negleCting your duty to 
God, or the ill perfonnance of his worfhip, in public, in 
fitmily, or in fccret; by negleCting your duty to your 



156 A ll"it}11) of the Glory of Gocl, esc. 

neIghbour, to yourrelves, to your re1ations; or doing that 
\vbich is wrong~ by indulging, in any 'meafure, the "Infi 
'" of tIle fiefh, th~ lull of the eye, or the, pride of life." 
To conclude all, you \vill never have a nlore fatisf-jing 
evidence, that your aCt& of wqrfhip, ordinary or nlore [0-
lernn, have been acc~ptable to God, than if they fcrve to 
:-lothe you \vith hurnility, (J.nd make you adopt and reli1b 
tne "" ords of Job in the text: "I have heard of thee by the 
" hearing of the ear; but no\v n.ine eye fteth thee. "ihere .. 
" fore I abhor nly~elf, and repent in dun and allies." 
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].1 .~N IN HIS NATURAL STATE. 

SERMON 23. 

i-'~ 

REV. iii. 17. 

Btc:a~t.-:~ tn", $nyest I am ricl" and jllcrtQ .. ~t·cl T(Jith goadf, ruuI 
h:,.~c "~~il Gj notAltlK; lDld IlnDw~st not ti~at thrJll nrlll·T~tch
~d, alia mis~ralJ/~, u!Jd ,ocr, mui hlind, and ntlll~d. 

IN order to preach the Gorpel with fuccefs, it is necef
fary that we fhould begin, by eflablifbing the great 

and ~ul1damcntal truths, on \vhich all the refl are built, 
nnd to which they confiantIy refer. Nay, it is neceffary, 
t!lat \\'e fhould often look back to there, alld fee that \ve be 
not off the foundation, or that it be not weakly, or imper
fealy laid. Of this fort, I take the guilt, mifery and 
\'v"e~knefs of our nature to be; aoc) tllerefore have chofen 
the words now read, as the fubject of difcourfe, in \Vhich 
the fpirit of God reproves the feU: fufficienc y, and felf
~ighteoufilefs of the church of I .. aodicea. 

Because thOll taycst I am rich, Qlld i1lcrcascd with giJ(Jds, 
£Ie. I fuppofe }'OU will all eafily underftand, that the 
words are figurative, and are fpoken entirely with a view 
to the fpiritual flate of that church. In this light, let us 
confider what is precifely their meaning. 

''''Pe lnaf either fuppofe, that this charge is brought 
~gainft the church of Laodicea, becaufe there were many 
there, under the profeffion of the Gofpel, who were, not. 
withfianding, fiill in a natural and unrene\ved fiate-
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flrangt:rs to the power of re)j~ion; of which, their being 
thus unllumbJcd, and infenfible of their ~~i.t and nlir~ry, 
was tIle e,;idence; and ,tur Wllich the remedy is prefcribed 
in tIle following words: "I counfel thee to buy of me 
" go1d tried in the fire, tJJat thou ma)reft be rich, antI ",hite 
" raiment that thou m~yeft be clothed, and that the fhamc 
c, of thj· nake(lnc:~' do t~ot appear j and anoint thine eyes 
" \\'itli eye falve, that thou may~!l fee." 

Or \ve may fuppole, tlla~ this reproof was in a great 
Dleafure applic~lhle to them all, in gelleral i believerJ and 
ullbelievers; the beft of them beillg exceedingly prone to 
trllfl if" themfelves that they \vere righteous: inllead of 
tJlat Ill: ,.1)ie llependance on tIle Dlerit alitl grace of their 
Redeem\.t, which ought not only to be the refuge of the 
ililner, bUi the cOllfidence of the faint. And there is no 
qudlioll, that this is a proper caution to profeffing Chrit: 
tians in every age, to be v.' are of fplitting on the rock of 
{elf. fufficiency. 
B~t as this difp:>fition reigns in tbe heart of every one, 

tllat is yet at a (liflance from God-is the fouodation of 
their fecuiity and impenitence, and is what they muft be 
brollght eff from, before tiley can be reCOl1ciled to God ; 
it is for tJieir benefit, t))tt.t I chiefly defign tllis difcourfe, 
tI10U(;11 it Inay alfo be uf~fulJ and {hall be in part, applied 
to tIle children of God. It is an affeCting thought. when 
purfued to its confequences; yet alas! it is unqueftiona'!" 
bly true, that in every affembly, fuch as this, of profeffing 
Chtillians, there are not a few, who are in the gall of bit. 
Unless, clld in the bond oj' illifjuity, under the wrath of 
God, and liable to the condemning fentence of his law; 
and at the fame ti me, that the far greateft part of thenl 
are ignorant of it, and know not, that they are ~)retched. 
and poor, and blilld, atld !laked. . 

In difcourfing farther upon this fuhjea, therefore I fhall 

1. Endeavor to prove and illufirate this truth: that 
alllnanl{inci are 11Y nature in a {late of fitl and mife,-y, 
under the bond~ge of corruption, und liable to the wrath 
of Gotl. 



II. I fhall briefly ihew you, that being brol1ght ta a 
J'ive)y fenfe, and genuine convit\ion of this, is the Ern, 
and a neceffary l~ep, to the laving knowledge of God, in 
Chrift-And in the l(J$t pla,~, 1ball make fome pra"- ~.;al 
improvement of the fubje8:. 

I. In the firft place then, l am to prove a":-J . -('- --. · 
this truth; that a)1 mankind are by nature in a Ilale 01 
fin and mifery, underthe bondage of corruption, anu lia
ble to the wrath of God. \\~hat is raid in this pafTage of 
the Laodiceans, is univerJaJly true, of the pollerity of 
Adam. Unlefs an inwan! and effential change h3s been 
wrought !lpGn them by the grace of God, they are wretch. 
~d't olld misero"/~: lJlld poor, and bli,ul, and nlilren. It is 
alfo !rne of them, as well as the Laodiceans, that they 
know i:. aAot i but vainly prefume thellfelves to be rich, 
and incr~fed ,viti) goods\ ant} to have neeJ of IJotlling. 
If thefe two things are jointly true of many of you my 
hearers, there is nothing in which you can h-,ve fo great 
a concern: therefore, Jet me earneRly befee~h your moR: 
ferious attention, to y.?hat Jhall be raid: as the fuccefs of 
this convifiion is neceffary, to your underftanding or pro .. 
fitting by any other part of divine truth, as ; lhall after
wards fhe\v you. 

The proof of the truth here afferted, can be only of two 
kinds. I. From fcripture, which is the tefiimony of 
God declaring it. 2. From tIle vifible ftate of the world, 
and our own experience finding it to be fo. 

1. Tllat all mankind -are bv nature in a nate of fin . -alld mife'1', appears from the exprefs, and repeatetl tefii. 
mony of the word of God. And this tefiimony we hav.:, 
not only in partitu:ar paffages t carrying the truth, but in 
the firflin and ~'Pjrit of the \\lhole, and tbe feveral dif. 
penfations of Divine Pro\'idence there recorded, which are 
all of them, built lIpon this fuppo1!t:on, and intended to 
remedy tllis univerfal c\'il. 

See \vhat God declares: Gen. "i. s. "And GOfl fit\v 
u that the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, and 
~, that every itlla~illation of tIle tllOlJghts of Ilis 11eart, \vas 
" only evil continually." And again, "the im,,~inat.ion 
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" of man's heart is evil from his youth. " We may take 
the pfalmift David's tellimony of himfelf, as a fample of 
the reO: of rnallkind ; and indeed he plainly intimates, that 
it is a cornmon calamity. "Who can underfiand his 
" errors? Cleanfe thou me froID fecret Cau) .. ,. Behold! 
., I was fbapen in iniquity, and in fin did my mother con· 
" ceive me." 

We may take alfo the teftimony of the apofile Paul, in 
his epiftle to the Romans, which is the more full to our 
prefent purpofe, that as he bad never been at Rome, he 
is there laying the foundation of religion in general, and 
the Chriftian difpcnfation in particular, by a clear and 
explicit proof of the need the world had of a Saviour, 
fr~m its univerfal corruption and depravity. See then 
what he fays-i' What then? Are we better than they? 
" No, in no wife, for we have before proved both jews and 
~'Gentile~, that they are all unaer fin. As it is \vritten, 
" the!e is none righteous, no not one." And again
" Now we know that what things foever the law faitl~, it 
" faith to them who are under the law, that every mouth 
" may be flopped, and an the world may become guilty 
" before Gocl~---For all have finned and conle fhort of tIle 
" glctty of .God. " 

'Yau may alfo fee that the apoftle tr:lces this diforder to 
its ,~ery fource "Wherefore as by one man fin entere(i 
" into the world, and death by fin: and fo death p.ffel.. 
" upon all men, for that all have finned." 

I {ball add i>;lt one exprefs ftnptu!'e tefiimony more.
" .. ~nd you hath he quickened, who were dead in trefpa[es 
" and fins." 

But befides the particular paffages of fcripture, pofi
tively declaring this truth, the whole franle ~-t'ld contex. 
ture of the icriptures, and all the difpenfations of Divine 
Providence recorded in theln, are a proof of the fame 
thing. Alan is every where confidered as in a fallen and 
finful nate. Every thing that is prefcribed to him, and 
every thing that is done for him, goes UPOll that flll)pofi. 
tion. It is not 00& man, or a few men, that are in fcri p
ture called to t'e~ntance, but all without exception. Now 
r~pellta(\ce is onJy the duty. of a finner. An ·illnOC~llt 
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perron cannot repent; he has !lothing to grieve for in his 
heart, or to forfake in Ilis life. It:s alfo proper to obfcrve, 
th~t one of tbe fcriptnre charafiers of God is~ JJJ~rciflll 
o1l!i graciolls, slow to oliger, flrgi'Cing inifwty. Irons. 
gr~s$ion and si". Now, he could not be to us a IOl'J!iving 
Gexl, and there WQul(l be no need that he fhOltJd be rc
vealed un(ler that charaa:er~ unlefs lye were finncrs, that 
HOOt} in need of pardon. Alercy t indeed, is the difiin .. 
guifhing attribute of God, and this can only have refpetl: 
to offenders. All the otber perfeaions Dr God~ might be 
exercifc."'Cl towards pure and holy c~ature$; but mercy, 
only towanls finners. He might be a good, oo:y, jut!, 
wife, powerful God, to perf OilS in a ftate of innocence, 
but he! can Olew mercy only to the guilty. 

Do not the difpenfcltions of God's providence fhew 
the fawe thing? He fcnl the 800d, as a tefiimony of the 
\\--ickedllefs of' the ,,-or)tl, alld for the PUlliOllnent of a 
guilty race. Remember a]fo the facnlices, which were 
appointed, and accepted by God.. from tbe ~ginning of 
the worJd. Sacrifices are t'Or atonement, and expiation. 
~hey are plainly a fubflitution in the room of a forfeited 
life. It is doing violence to common fenre~ to make them 
any thing eIre. The whole J::wifh economy,. which had 
in it fo many facrifices, fo m:lny !)aerings~ '0 many wafh
in~s antI purificaticus, does plainly fuppofe, the perfon 
ufing d}(~m to be infefted with fill, or moral pollution. 
Iiad not this been the cafe, they bad been extremely ab
furd and improper. 

But the Urongdl tefiimony of aU, that God hath given 
to th: guilt and corruption of mankind, is his fending his 
0"-11 SOil into the w()rld, to redeem then}, by the facrifice 
of Ililnfc:lf--To \vhat purpofe redeem them, if they were 
not in bonchge? \\rhy fo co!Uy an expiation, if our lives 
had not been forfeited to divine juflice? But that it was 
for this purpofe, that Chrifl came into the ,,"orld, is fo 
phin, ti"om the whole of the fcriptures~ that I {hall felell 
but one paff.lge out of many, to prove it-U \\rhom God 
" hath let forth to be a propitiation, thr(ju~h faith in his 
"llioo<l, to (leclare his ri~llteoufnels, for tlle recliffion of 

'-. 
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What is filid already on this head, is a fulJ proof from 
fcril't~'re, that man is now, by nature, in a nate of fin i 
that he is :!lfo, in confequence of that, in a nate of mifery, 
and liable to tbe: wratb of God, is proved by many of the 
fame paffages, and by mally olhers-h For the wrath of 
" God is fe,-eaJed from Heaven againfl all ungodJinefs, 
&, and unrighteollfnefs of men, \vho hoJd the truth in lIn .. 

c& righteoufilefs-For the wages of fin is death," &.c. But 
I need not multiply paffages to this pnrpnfe; for in aU 
God's difpenfations, the deferved punifhment of finners 
is as evident as their finfulnefs itfdf. It is indeed fully 
proved, from the effential perfeB:ions of God, particular-
.1y his holinefs and juftice. He is of purer e~'es than that 
he can behold iniquity. Ereil Ct.UJlIot dwell 'With him, 
tlDT ftXJls, that is, finners, stand in !Ii,,; sight .. 

Is not all this then my brethren, a fufficient proof, from 
the teflimony of God, that man in a natural Rate, is finful 
an(1 miferable? fhall ,ve affirm ourfelves to ~ whole, if he 
faith we are unfound? Do ~te know more than God ? 
\Vill we not give credit to the fountain of truth? Nor is it 
:lny objt:8:io!l to this, that we ourfelves know it not, or are 
but little fenfihle of it. One confiderable part of the di1: 
eafe. is bJintineis of underllanding: fo that we may, and 
mult, till our e}'es are opetlt:d, be ignorant of our (langer 
- \Ve nlD)" think and Jay, that \ve are rich, atlll illcreafe<l 
in ~'oods, antI have Heed of nothing, while we are 'I.')Fetched 
and misera-!Jle, and blin(1 and naked. 

2. 1'lle fatne tiling appears from the vifible ftate of the 
,vorl(l, al1d our own experietlce. Ullbelievers are apt to 
hear with indifference and neg1e8, what they are t01d 
froll1 fcripture teflilllOllY, unlefs otllerwife confirlneu to 
tllem; alld it is witll tIle un~lie\'er ,,'e ha\"e now to do. 
Befides. the eflablifhment of this truth, upon other evi
uence than that of fcriptut"e, ought to ha\'e a powerful in
fillenee, in itl(lucing ",en to l)clie\"e tIle other truths in 
{cripture, that are connel':l:ed with and founded upon it. 
I think it therefore, highly proper, to Jay before you what 
e\'iclel1ce \ve llave of Ollr loft {late, front tl1e obfer\"ation of 
tIle worl(l, tllougll tile fcrilltures hacl been iiJel1t. I \\'Quld 
like\vile reconlme11d to all, \I.'hat filall be [aid on tllis !ll;l .. 
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jetl, to preferve your faith unfhaken. and keep you from 
blafphemous, unbelieving thoughts, if at any time you 
filould be tempted to them: fince even unenlightened 
reafon confirms the foundation of (iivine trllth, aalll na
ture, and providence confpirc in preaching the do8rine 
of diville grace. 

No\v, (loth not our experience, as \vell as the obferva
tion of others, fhew us, that we are borfl ill firl, and coo. 
ceived in iniquity? l\fay we 110t fay from our own kno\V
ledge, that the imaginations of the heart of man, are only 
evil froln his youth, and tllat continually? Is tllere not a 
pronenefs, and tendency to evil, univerfally to be obferved 
ill Dlankind? and a backwar(lnefs and av~rfiol1 to that 
\\·hich is good? Is Jlot tllis apparent e\~en in chil(lrell, 
upon the firft dawn of reafon in their minds, and the lirft: 
figilt of choice or illciillatioll in their hearts? Sllrely it nlufl 
be owned, that in that early period, they are at Jeafl com· 
parati:ec/y innocent-If any among us, is without fin, it 
mull be the youngefi:; ytt folly is bOUlui in the heart of a 
child. How hard is it to guard thent froln evil, alld to in-
1pire them with good difpofitions, even by the wireR and 
earliefl care, in their infiruCtion? and f!ven after the mofl 
fll~cefsfi.ll pains, are there not flill many remaining b!c
olifhes, tllrough the prevalence of corrup~ nature, \vhich 
file\V, that the ground-work itfelf, \vas faulty? Bllt on tlle 
COlltrar)', 110\V eafily do men learll tllat \vhich is evil? 
Do tlley need to be tatlght? Is it not enough to give tllem 
licence? How jufl: is that defcription in Jeremiah? Tbey 
are wise to tlo crvz/, but /0 do good they harcJc 110 knfYil.'I~dge. I 
a~ll far frOlll deI1}7illg, that Illetl are improved and for,var<l. 
eel in iill, by inftrucl.ion alld exalnple, as \\"ell as in tllut 
Wll~cll is goo(l: l)llt it is plaill, they are far apter fcllolars, 
in tIle flrn, than in the Ian; Wllicll plail11}' flle\\'s tIley are 
nlore powerfully difpofed to it by nature. Nay, is it not 
evident, from the univerfal experience and tefiimony of 
thole, who aCt from a principle of Religion; that it is ex
t:-emdy difficult, with all the:: care they can take, to refi!l 
the proi>etlfi ty of nature to tlle contrary? A11d tllat ill tl.e 
beft, it often gets the fuperiority, \\'hen th~y are off their 
uard? Is not this an e::vid~nce of the depravity and cor~ 
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rupt-ion of human n_ature, and its tendency to evil? Are 
thore who hate fin, often QverCOlTle by it, and fha11 th~fc 
who love jt, prefume to fay, ~hey are fr~e fro,1I) it? 

If any fhould afk, ho\v I prove that that courfe of aClioq 
to which human nature is inclined is evil, without the ar. 
'fina nee of fcri p~ure? I anf\ver, frQm reafon; and that 
many \\T~ys-frQm it~ pernicious effeCts on focieties, an~~ 
private perfons; from the teftimony of the \vorld in ge
neral, \vhen others than ~hemfelves are concerned, an4 
from the tefiimony of every tllan'~ confcience i~ his own 
cafe. ~Tho is there, that does not often feel in himfe1f, a 

" ' , 

powerful tendency to \vhat he c~nnot but in ~is heart con· 
denlIl? Is not his confcience God's vicegerent? and dot~ 
~ot natural rcligimn, as \vell as the religion of Chrifi, de .. 
clare him corrupt? So that I may fay \vith the ApoUle 
Paul, not citing the pafiage as a proof, but as an il1ufirati
~n and defcription of the charaCter, and fiat~ of natural 
men, "For \vhen the Gentil~s which have not the law, dQ 
" by nature the 'things contained in the law: there having 
~, not the "law, are-a law unto themfelves, which {hew the 
" \vork of the la\v writtef) in their hear~s, their confcience 
" alfo bearing \vitnefs, and their tho~ghts, the Inean while, 
" accufing or elfe excufing one a11other." , 

T~us ~heTe is as much ljght ren-.aining with us fincf? 
Jhe fall, as to fhew, that \ve are o~t of ~he way, but not to 
bring u's back to it agai~. " " 
, As a ferious confiderC,ltion of the nate of the wicked may 
{hew us our natural impurity, fo it hath been long ago dif .. 
~overed, and ~onfeffed by rnany of the ancient heathens, 
~vho never heard of the nanle of Chriil, nor k~ew of the 
remedy. rfhefe, difcerning by nat~re, the perfeCtly pure 
and holy nature of Gpd, and corpparing it \vith the difpofi
~ions prevalent in man, could not reconcile them together; 
but conclud~d, thC:lt a creature fo corrupt, could not come 
111 that condition out of the hands of its Creato.... rrhis 
difficult-y fo~e 'of the~ endeavored tq fol ve by a flate of 
pre-exifience; \vhich b~ars fome refemblance to the true 
~olution, given ~f it i~ the holy fcripture: viz. the apofiacy 
~f our fir~ parents; ~vhich e:ltailed a ~orrupted nature 
~pon their pcfL::rity, in \vhich the light of nature and rc~ 
vealed truth, fet:nl a11'no11 \vhol1v to coincide. 

" . J 
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It is to the fame thing that I cannot help attributing the 
pratiice, that fo univerfaUy prevailed over the heathen 
world, before the coming of Chrift., of ojfori1lK st!crifit~s, 
to appeafe the wrath of the deity, fuppofed to be offended. 
That the cullom of facrificing prevailed very general)},., 
perhaps univerfallyamong the heathen nations, at the 
greatell dillance from, and having no correfpondence 
with each other, is a certain and unqueftionable faa. Nei
ther do I fee to what caure we can afcribe it, unlefs to one 
of thefe two; either an ancient tradition, from the begin
ning of the world, and fpread with the inhabitants through 
the fevenl parts of itt as they feparated and peopled it; 
or to tIle common condition of human natllre, \yhich die. 
tated the fame thing to perfons in fuch diftant places. 

If the firft of thefe luppofitions is embraced., which in. 
deed I fuppofe to be the truth, it appears that facrifices 
were appoin~ed by God to man in his fallen flate, for the 
pardon of fin, and that they had reference to the great pro
pitiatory facrifice of Chrift upon the crofs. 

If we prefer the laft fuppofition, it would feern as if the 
confcioufnefs of guilt had uniformly prompted men in all 
ages and nations, to offer up fome atonement for their of
fences. In both cafes, it equally ferves to prove the cor
rllption and finflllllefs of human nature. 

Now, as what hath been raid, plainly proves the impu
rity of man in his natural flate.. fo his mifery and liable. 
nefs to punifbanent may alfo be proved; both as a natu
ral confequence of his finfulnefs, and even more plainly 
by itleJf. There is not only a confiderable degree of aElu
al mi(ery in the world, but plain prefages of lnore to fol. 
lo\v it in the world to come. Need I take up much time, 
in ellumer!tillg the feveral miferies 211d calamities inci. 
dent to human life? Are not oppreffion and injury from 
()ne another, povert~', ficknefs, pain and death, the plain 
fruits of fin, and vifible tokens of God's difpleafure? Man 
\\titll fOlne marks of fllr~riority and excellence of nature, 
is e\yen, by means of his fuperiority, his knowledge, and 
fort:i15ht of his own fufferings, nlore miferable, than any 
other of the cre~tures, that is equally fubjeCt to the nroke 

"d 1 of eatll. 
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To the whole!, I fhallonly fubjoin one confideration 
more, which is applicable to both parts of the argument
I have often thought, that the Ilalural terror and fiar, 
'With'fJJhich men aTe possest of the presence of God, ora1lJ 
remarkable tORen of his power, is nothing else /Jut an in
dication oj gllilt, or atl apprehtllsion of 'Wrath. 

You may lee fome incidents in fcripture t from which 
it is natural to conclude, that when God makes any viii. 
ble manifefiation of his glory, or fends any of his angels 
or miniflers from heaven to earth; thore who are prefent, 
are filled with the utmofl drea(l and terror. 

• Thus in the relation given of God's appearance upon 
1\fount Sinai, it is raid; "And fo terrible was the fight, 
" that Mores faid, I exceedingly fear and quake." See 
another example, in Ifaiah-" Then fait} I, woe is me, 
" for I am undone, becaufe I am a man of unclean lips; 
" for mine eyes have feen the King, the Lord" of Hofts." 
And in the New Teflament, in the apofile John-" Ao1 
6' when I raw him, I fell at his feet as dead." 

And is not this always the cafe, in aU ages, that upe. il 
any remarkable appearance of all inhabitant of the othtr 
\vorld, or even when any fuch thing is falfely apprellencl .. 
e{l, the inhabitants of this \vorld are filled with extraordi. 
nary terror? '¥hat is this do you itnagine, but tOflfci. 
oufllefs of guilt, and apprellellfioll of vel1geance ? 

Innocence llas no enenlY, and it llas rlothil1g to fear. 
\\-e are all in much the fame cafe \\·ith Aclam, iJnnledi .. 
ately after his firfi tranfgreffion; when he heard God's 
voice in the garden, he was afraid, and fled, a1ld hid 
himself-We read of no fueh fear poffeffing him, while he 
retained his innocence, but as foon as he ha(i fillned, Jle 
began to dread an avenging God. 

From all this then, I \vould conclude, that reafon ac
cords ",ith fcri I)ture, in £\}Ting, tilat all ha'1Jc sinlzcd antI 
come short of the glory of God .. that man ina natural 
nate, is 'wretched and miserable, and poor, and blind, 
alld naked. 
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AN ~TJ)UCEMENT TO COl\tE TO CHRIST. 

SERMO~ 24 . 

. ,. 

REV. iii. 17. 

B~C(l1!8e th!JI' say~$t 1 am rich, and increased with gODas, ant! 
I,ave Il~f(l if Il~t/~ing~· and Iln()w'.~t not that thOll art wretch
ed, aJul i/~~eTalJk, and /,001, and 61:'nd, and nailed. 

. 

H AVING in a former difcourre~ proved, and illuf. 
tratell this trllth; tllat all nlallklnd are by nature 

in a nate of fin and mifery, uncler the bonda~e of corrup
tion, aIl~l liable to the Wr~\til of God :-1 proceed no\\' to 
the secolld thing propofcd, willch was to fhew you, that 
beillg brollgllt to a lively i~Jlfe and genuine cO!lvicl:ioll of 
this, is tile firfl, and a nece{f.try ftep to the faving know·" 
ledJe of Gocl in Clirifl. 

011 tllis, I thall not need to fpend much time, as it is 
fo exceedingly plain, both in itfdf, and from what hath 
been already faid-It is how~ver necdrary to fet it clearly 
before you, in order to lay a foundation for the improve
Inent of tIle flllljctl. 

If the doCtrine of Chrifi:, and of him crucified, proceeds 
upon the fuppofition ~f our finfu} and miferable condition 
by natUl"e; then furely, it can neither be valued, embra
ced, nor improved; all(l i11dee(1, I think 11ardly under
nood, by thofe who know not this their natural fiate. 
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'Vhat Chrift hath done, and promifes to do in our behalf, 
is defigned as a remedy for our diflreffed condition; and 
tllerefore, till the difirefs is known, the remed}' will be 
fet at nought. If a phyfician fhould offer his care and fkill 
for the recovery of a man, who efleemed himfelf in perrea 
health, would he not deride the propofal, fo 100lg as lie 
continued in that opinion? If any man 1hould offer a 
cl1aritable fupply of clothes and food, to one who itnagi
ned himfclf immenfely rich, and gloried in his riches; 
would he not look tlpon it as the gro[efi itlfult ? 

Juft fo .is the gofpel treated, by all fuch as fee not their 
mifery. 'Vhat is the fubftance of the gofpel? ' To you 
, 0 men, I call, and my voice is to the fons of men. 
, Behold! I preadl to you Chrift crucified, a Saviour 
, fuited to your neceffities, able to rave to the uuerrnoft 
, alJ tllat come to God throl1g11 him. He is well Stted to 
, be a mediator, between you and your oifendecll\1aker. 
& He hath oifered himfelf up, a facrifice to the jufiice of 
, God for y()ur fins, by the merit of which, you may be 
'raved from deferved an(l impendiQg ruin. He offers 
, hinlfelf as a guide, to direCt your feet in the way of peace 
& -to nand by you in the difficulties and dangers to 
'which YOll are expofed, and to give you by his com· 
& nlunicated ftrength, a cODlplete viaory over all your 
, ellemies.' 

'Vhat rep1:r doth the unconvinced finner make to all 
this? Why h(! faith, , I know nothing of this mifery you 
Co fuppofe, wherefore then a Saviour? I fee no fin, what 
c neceffitv then, for an atonelnent? I fear no wratll, 
, therefo;e will feek for no Interceffor. My eyes are open, 
, therefore I \vill have no guide. I kno\v of 110 ellemies, 
, and tllerefore, willl10t enter into contention \vith a ilia. 
, dow, or flee when no man purfueth.' 

Thefe, my brethren, are either direaly, or implicitly, 
the thoughts of men, in a fecure and unconvinced fiate ~ 
and while they are fv, the~r can fee no form nor comelinefs 
in the Saviour, nor any beauty, that they fhould defire 
11im. 

It is otherwire 'Nith the broken in fpirit. He fees his 
O\Vll "ilenefs an,l ul1,,'orthinefs, and therefore can'not 
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1 ift his eyes to God, but through the atoning bloo<1 of 
Chrill. lie fears the at~ellgtr oj' b/()()(/, anll thcrefo!'e flees 
to the city of riftlge-1'he lnd)~.ge of the tofpd is to 
him indeed glad tidings of great joy, and he counts it a 
faithful flying and 'worthy C!f all accl1JlatiO!z. 

The juflice of this reprefentatioll you may fee, from 
what our Saviour himfelf fays of the end of his coming. 
" rl'hey that be whole need not a Ilh}'ficial1, but they that 
" are fick: But go ye and learn \yJlat that mean\:th, I \,-ill 
" have nlercy and not 1acrifice; for I am not COllIe to call 
" the righteous, hut finners to repentance." 

See alfo the terms of his invitation. "Come tlnto me 
" all ye that labor and are ilea\1}? laden, anll I \\'ill gi\ge 
" J10u refl." 

Appetite, and knowledge of neceffity, is firft required, 
or fuppofed, to the befi(lwing of Gorpel bldfings-" Ho ! 
" etery one that thirReth, come ye to the waters." 

I fhall only add, that we find by the infiances recorded 
in fcripture, of fuch as were converted by the preaching 
of the gofpel; that their converfion took its rife from 
conviaion of fin-U Now when tbey heard this, they were 
" pricked in their hearts, and t: .. id unto Peter, and to the 
" refl of the apofiles, men and brethren, ,~11at fila1) ,,~e 
" do?" See alfo the infhnce of the jailor-" 1'hen he 
U caned for a light, and fprang in, and came trembling. 
U and fell down before Paul and Silas: And brought them 
"Otlt, all(l raid firs, \vhat rnuf1: I do to.be raved :" 

Repentance unto life, and the return of the finner to 
God, proceeds from the fame caufe, in every age. 'Vb 0 

are the perfons \vho believillgly apl)ly to Chrifi for the 
pardon of their fins, but tllOfe who fee they are undone 
'without him? 'Vho are the perfons in whofe eyes he is 
mon precious, and who tnaintain the moll: habitual de. 
pentlallce upon him? Are tIley tlot thofe WI10 11a\~e beell 
molt effetlually humbled, and fee their own iufufficiency 
for any thin~ that is geod ? 

I~\ro111 all tllis I COllclucle, tllat none can come to Chriil 
by faith, but thofe who fee themfdves to be rc.ZJretched, 
(711(111~isert,lbl(, c'ld blilzd, a/l{t na,~c(lo 

\;-or., TI. 
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Let \15 now make fGlne improvem~nt, of \Y)lat h:lth 
been faid upon this fubjett, for your infirutlion and di

A· 
rec~'on. 

I. I \t'ould improve ,,-hat has been faid on this fubjea, 
for dilcovering the danger of many among us, who have 
never yet ~n brought to a juft (tnre of their charaClC!r 
and Rate. Even the general1lelief, that fuch often hav~ 
in the fcriptures, may {hew them what they have to fear. 
I might no doubt firn of aU obferve, how very guilty and 
mikrable thofe are, who are moll notorious for flns, of the 
grafTeR and moR fhameful kind. But my fuhjea leads 
me Inore diref~)y to confiller, \\-ho ~re ill general, rmre
~td, than to mark the feverai degrees of gtlilt ill parti
c\11ar finners. Fronl the text therefore, anti the illufira .. 
tion of it, I am authorized to d!!c),lre to you, and I be
seech you to hear it "r:ith opplif«1tit.'i: ; that all fuch as were 
never brought to a real difcoyery, and inward fC!nfe of 
their tniferable conditioll by natllre, are flill in a tlate of 
wrath, alld flrangers to tIle po\ver of religion, what.e\·er 
Inay be their profeffion, and whatever nlay be their pre
fent peace. Oh! hout eafy is it, to lay afleep a natural 
(~onfcience, allcl to keel> a (leceitful corrupt heart ill a 
flate of eaie and fecurity? SOine fornlality in out\\'ard {lu
ty, fOllle mOlleration in fin, fo to fpeak, tlJe nattlral de
cay and weakllefs of human IJafiiolls, or youtllful lu.fls, 
ill ~ charaaer formed 1"/ human prudence, and regllla
ted by health, credit or gain, is often Inade to fllPplJ1 tIle 
place of a heart renewed lly tIle iilirit aIld grace of Go(l. 
But confider, I befeech }'OlJ, tllat though foole Illay be 
ten-fold more the cllil(lren of the dev il tl1an otllt!fS, yet 
all by nature, are tIle fer\lants of fill; aTl(l" except a man 
" be born agaill, he cal1not fee tIle kingclom of God."
It is not only fuch as are profalle, or tll1clean; fuell as 
riot ill brutilll fenfllality; ftlCh as are tIle plagues of hll

Inall fociet}'; \\Who live in l)ra\v1s antl COlltelltion; but all, 
in whom an efl'ential change has never been wrcught, 
that are tJll1S cOllc/ude{1 l111cler CO!l<.lenlnation. 

It is uftl:ll for n1t!11 to take er!couragemel1t, fronl leeillg 
otllers \vorfe t11all thenli~]ves; an(1 to conlic.!er all tile 
lhreatenings in fcrjptun:, as le\'elled a~C\illn the ch:ef and 



c:.pital offenders; hut my text is chiefly tlire!ted to fnch 
:as fay they are "rkh, and il-;cr~afed with goods." Can 
"ou fay then, my brethren, ! hat you have bee'"' brou.~ht 
~mder genuine convictions of lin? II:l\"e you been obli. 
gel! to fall down pronra~e L't:lore God, when fitting upon 
the throne of his holint:f~: ll~ve you found the felltence 
of deat.~ in vourfclves, atld difcovered no remedy but in 
Chria? If this has never been your cafe, you have 1'eafon 
to fear! that you are yet" in the gall ofbittemefs, and in 
., the bond of iniquit}, • ,. 

But I mufl tell you alf~ that this is matter of feelill~ 
more t~lan of profefiion. It is not ellougll to fjleak 110-
norabl)' of Chrill, or of h~s \\Iorks. ~lally do fo, \Vl10 11e
ver felt their neceffity, or ferioufly and ill good earneil 
applie(l to hill). )t were a hapllY tIling, if all among our 
hearers, WllO call fC)r ev:\ngelical preaching, WilO quarrel 
;vitl} us WIle!} the}~ tilink '_Je do not preach tIle Saviours 
trois-tIle l()fi: fiate of man, iind the dotlri11e of free grace, 
were experimentally acquainted with thefe truths. Many 
f.lelJ ha\le only ~en accuftomed to hear the n~deenler 
flloken of \vith rc\'erence. rrhe}T rna}'-' be able to imitate 
the 1anguage of fonle of his fcrvants, thOllgh they know 
,·ery l!ttle of that brokennefs of fpirit, which accompanies 
true repentance. 

But lell -Jlis fholJ1(1 be ill any meafure miftaken, I mull: 
make t!lefe t\\'O obfervatiol1s-the jit·SI JS, tllat a li\fely 
fenfe and deep conviction of fin, is, properly fpeaking, 
l)ut a negative nlark of true religion; givint~ tlS to kno\\", 
tIl at the ullhumbled are yet itllpenitellr. For it is certain, 
tll:l.t man)' halrc been un(ler very flrong cOllviB:ions, tla}~, 
11ave been drivell to tlle vcr)' borders of (lefpair \\-itll ter
ror', \\pho yet never \vere etTeCtually challge<l, Illlt fiifleu 
tl1eir cOllviCl:ions, atle retl.lrrled to their forlner fecllrity of 
heart, ancl care!efsnefs of lite. 

S~cond! y, there n1,\ y be fonle on tlle other hanel, \vho 
are truly borll of God, in whom the terrors vf conviCtion 
have not been very remarkable. 1'his h~lppcns mon fre
qllently ill t)le cafe of tllofe, Wll0 are call(~(l ill tlleir infal1-
c)r, or earlier }'ears, atld \\,ho have Ilat! tIle a{l\'antage of a 
careful, and pious eJllcation. It wO~lltl be defiruCt.ivc of 

, 
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the comforts of God's children to by down Gne metboil, in 
which he always proceeds. lIe is free and fo\rereign, in 
the manner of his dealing with finners; and foftens fome 
hearts tlV kin(lnefs, as we1) as others by correCl:ion. So 
that if the enel be brought about, we need be lefs folicitous 
about the Ileps of his procedure. Yet I think humility of 
fpirit is infeparabJe from Rat religion; and if it be lefs 
\'ifiblc in the anguiOl of repen~ance, it will be Rill mani. 
feft in the temper of th.: penitent. 

II. Let me nO\\F, for the improvement of this fubjt'Cl:, 
lai' dO\\'ll a fc;\v of the bell: all(! 111011 folic} e\'ide!lCeS of ge
Jltline C01I\~iaion of fill. Alltl, 

I. it is a goo<l fign tlli{t cou\'iCtion is genlline, \v)len 
tllcre is a clear and c1eep all}lrel.cniion of tile tt~il of fin, 
as well as the dang-er of it. \Vhell the mind dwtlls not 
only on tIle atrccity of particlllar crinles, bilt on tIle ag
gravation of all fill, as [uch: \\Tl1en the finner is trllly 
Offell(lecl \\·itll himfe1f, 'for (leparting from Jlis ~iakt:r's fer .. 
vice; breaking his holy laws; forgetti{lg or defpifing his 
innun1eral.,]e mercies. There may be, anll tllere is Oftcll 
an -apprellenfioll of fuffering w hen there is little fenfe of 
tIle e\1il'of 11n: but the conviaion is then gentline, \\~hen 
it mal:es tIle finller not only remember \Vllat 11e llas (tolle, 
b:tt confess ~:.t'hat be has dt'ser<;;ed. 

2. It is a good evidtnce, wllel1 the fenfe of the evil cf 
fin al)ides anti grows, eVeI} tllOUgh tl1e fear of wrath may 
ill a great meafllre llave abated. 

I t is obfer\~able, tllat COllviction of fitl tlfual1}· takes its 
rife fro III fOl11e grots or heinous afls, \v Ilich firfi alarln tIle 
confCience, and in filch a fltuation the attention of the pe
nitent is fixecl en notlling el!e l1Ut tIle t'11orlni!ies of l;is 
life. If lllis \:ie\\F contillllfS, ancl produces its efIeCls, he 
is fOOTl brcugi~t to ice alltl conf~fs tile illllerent \'allity of 
his heart; tJ-le \'lorl(llillefs of 11is atlectiol1S; al1(1 tl1e rip.
profitablcneis of his converl~\tion. It is a vcry common 
thillg for 11erfollS \\'110 )c-:elll to lla\t·e fOOle fellfe of the rOll-l

~iffion of crin1es, to J13\;e little or 110 fCl1fe at ail or t)le 
negleCt of duty, and of living daily to themfdvts. It 
was a hCilYY charge, hcwe\'cr) brought L'y the prophet, 
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a:J!inR Belihazzar: "And the God in whore hilIld thy 
,,0 breath is, and whore are all thy ways, haft thou not glo
" rified." 'Vhere\'er tllere is true repentance, thougll 
there may be the greaten peace of lnind, there will be al. 
fo a deep and growing fenfe of the evil of fin, and the 
obligation of being habitually devoted to God. 

3. It is a good evidence, when there is a continued 
and gro,wing efieem of the necefiity and value of the me
(liation of Chrifi. It was to fave finners that he canle. 
A fenfe of fin is neceffary to our receiving him; and in 
proportion to its firength will certainly be our attachment 
to him. This indeed, is tIle great and \,ital 11rillcipie of 
the fpirituai life-u I am crucified with Chrifi, neverthe
" leis I li\re, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in DIe: alld tl~e 
" iife lvhich I no,\' li\?e in tIle flefll, I live by tIle faith of 
" the Son of God; WllO lo\"cd nlC, and gave }lilnfelf to 
" (lie for Ine." 

4- The beft and inreft m:lrk of real conviC\ion of fill, 
is, if it leaves you poffetTed of a deep hatred and abhor
rence of it, and a daily fo!icitude to fly from it. Some 
olay counterfeit a fenfe of tIle e\7il of fin to tlleir o'\~n 
he:lrtsj may have a real fear of its bitter confequences; 
an(} even a llrefumptuous relial1ce on Chrifl: for pard OIl ; 

and yet may, in fome inftances, adhere to the praCtice 
of it. 

Ii'Ioods of tears from fncll a perron, a\'ail nothing: but 
he hat!l certailll}? trulj' forro\\"ed for fin, \VllO in. llis prac
tice fcrfakes it; that is to fay, he is not willingly fubjeCt 
to allY knO\Vll fin-bllt 1:1}:"S \\·itll Eli!1tl., "TI1at \,·11ich I 
" fee not teach thou me: If I have done iniquity, I will 
" do no more." 

III. Let me beft!ed: ~~1i f:~!":ous perions, to improve this 
fubj~C1 for the trial of their Hate. Examine, by the prin
ciples above laid down, the rt:ality, antI the pro~refs of re
ligion in your 1ouls. IJ;,we you a growing ft:ufc of tile evil 
of fill, a11d of }~our o\vn Ull\Vort!litlefs?-1~11'S is at once 
all t\,idence, all(l a meln of gro\vth in gr-ace. lIe tllat 
t:links lean of himfdf is hig!1eH in God's account; and the 
lllore a belie\ter illcrcai~s ill 110liIlt:fs ;!.n~l real ,,·orth, tl.e, 
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more 11~ Illcreafes in humility. As it is ~n eyitlence, it is 
• 

aifo a m~11, of fuather impr9Ycm~nt; for be tbat l.at:1 the 
dttpdllenfe of his un,,·orthinefs and weaknefs. "'ill cer. 
t.ainly Ihte moll by f.iLIt on the merit and grace of his 
Redeemer. 

~rherefol'f', ChrilHans. try yourfeh>es by tbis important 
r.~. l\!bethtr (10 you, by n-ngious dutie~ baikl your. 
fe)\"es l)P on le!t:rigllteo,.filefs, or (10 you only I~arn hy 
them, 110\\=" far )"ot. rail thort of \,-hat is il)C\.~nhent on yo:~ ? 
"llat innumt!n~b!e ~vi!s ('('nlp:!fs )~O'l all()ut? ;llltl ther~. 
fore h(l\\· nloch )·Otl ha\"~ ne~i of I~ltn~y i:)il~d:l of fe\vanl ~ 
Do ~~Otl look tIPO:) the "'t)rks of !i~lttC'ul.I!Ie!s '\"~\'(~h }ltOt: 
ha\~e (}one, as fOtnelhil'!:~, bv \\~i}icil vou m~ril at: tl~ hand . ., 
of God; or {to )~Otl iO!lk llpc.ln theln~ as the ~iJ~II!~~ of his 
0\\'0 \\'ork ill }~Ol', all~l fur j"Oll, all(l gi V'c: bi~'l t!~c SJor)lt, 
to \\~llOln it is (iue ? 

, 

1\'. I fGail no\v ('on~lud~ the \,~hole, ,,-it!. :l fcl\lt (lirec-
tions for producing and prd~niing ~his profitiilble 'core antI 
(on\~i~\ion of fila.. An(l, 

1 .. I~~t Ille l~g of .:ver)~ Ilear~r, the feriolls confi(len
tlon of himf~lf al1(1 Il:s \\"a,~s.. l\I~nv have no rcnte of 

. . ~ 

their fillfliliit:fs, becallft! til~)" have no kno\\-let!t;e of them. 
it:lves at all; bllt go throllgh the \vorlcl ill uninternlptetl 
thOllghtleffllefs alld unCO~icerll. Is there any thing of 
greater D1Gment tJlan the ftate of your mind~ and your 
hope to\,r~\rds Gcd? Inattention is perhaps a nlore uni
verfal caufe of in\~~~ety, than Iligh haml«l and obflillate 
11ro!'anit}r. ,,7 ou~J }-Oll bu~ feriotlny confider )'cur ways, 
C\lld 13!' to heart the tl~ings tl13t belong to your peace, I 
\\'ou1(\ COUllt it a hopef~l Cir(l!nlfl~nce; :-'lcl expea, )~Oll 
woulJ f~edily fee your dan~er, and God in his Dlercy 
"lOllid leall "ou to tile cur~. 

~ 

2. Give ~'ourle)\'es much to rea(ling~ antI hearjn~ the 
\\'ord of GOli~ 1'he elltrallce of Ilis \\'onl gi\"etll ii~).t .. --
It is proiitOib!e for doarine. for reproof, and corrt:aion: 
but it is p~rtic~llarly necefiary for c(Jn~iclioll; for ll}· tIle 
l .. l\V is tIle kl10\\'le(lge of fin. '\~h3t \\~Ollllt:r, if thole \\·ho 
llet'er open a bible, an(l ft:l{lonl etlter into tl~e 110lj!~ of' 
God, fhould b~ ignorant of lheir guilt an..! mi!~ry t rfhe 
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worJ Gf G~l fhews his right in yf'll .. p!elt:s his c:lUfe~ and 
,.11~llcll!!eS \-O'lr ar.n!:..ll'-. It is c::,'C~ .. !i-l ,!I\- r JI'C I :l,~t thof~ 
... - • f". 1--.. , ... 

"'bo b~\'e t~lil'ly tun,nl ~~ir b.n ks ~lllOn Gutl's inf;i:utt,1 
,,-,,111.il\ art' (lifiurl~d in th::ir f f:ur;~'; but ~rt: fuffcrnl 
10 Ot:~P ollliU t:.e)· tlrt"p the f!~t'!' of dt:lth. n,.! it fre
qucntl}- h:tpp~ns, !h .. t thofe who attend onJinan(;~ s.. e'-~n 
fmOl 110 I~i~~ .. h('r l:rillciple th3n ·'~.rior.tv~ c:attoRl, or loml, 
fin~l th:lt tile \\-01\1 t)fG~ is f ... /ir .... • 'ltd htlT!IRICr" that llfc;\k
cth the rock in pi~ct'$: a tb3t it is quic~ ~n~1 JXlwerf:ll~ 
" Ih.trper thllU .. It) N'o cdgttl (won)" piercing, c\-en to 
" the divi(li'l~ a'~"ltkr of rotl) 3lld fpirit, and jOtlllS ant! 
.' marro\\\ ;tnd is a di!c:~rnc:r of the th~u~;~\s ;u.J int",uts 
" of tll«: heart." 

3. In the bit place- I.et m~ hef~ech you, cften to .~at 
,-ourfdw;s in the immeaiate: prefence of God, or nth~r 9 

frequC!utly to ~co!i~a, that you C:lll no "'hen: go from his 
fpirit, or ily from his pretence. 1'hcre i~ if I may fFak 
fo, a )i~ht ;tnd glol}' in the pretence of C.tXl, that llifcerlls. 
atltl tlilclofes the: works of t)arkllefs. \\7" e may often ex
cure, or palliate our conllu~l: to lne!l, an,,) evell hide its de
formity from Dur own "ie:w, \vtl~n we could n~t ju!liiy it 
to ourf~lve~ if \,·e reOet.ttetl, that " it is open an,l 'n:lniJeft~ 
,c. in the fi~ht of Got:l~ " -II' therefore tllcre is an)- thing in 
your ph~aice, \\~:lich }FOU are inclille<l to palli:lte, and apt 
to cxcuft=-lul'Jl<'!;: ycm Wc:fe nan(lill~ ~\t the judgment 
feat of Chrii~~ \YI~~rc all of lIS fI.all fhortJ)t be; alld thillk, 
whether your excuft:s will th~n nand the tell of b:s impar
tial fc!.trc:I. 

" If our he:lrts rcn{lcmn lIS Ilot, God is greater than our 
"hearts, anti ktlO\\'"etl\ all tllings." It is tllcrcfore t!~e 
duty allC) illtereli of e\~er)!t f!ililer, to take fhame all(} CQI1-

ftlfiot) of f:lce to hinlfelt~ allcl apply to the "blood of 
" {prinkling, which rp~&lkctb better things, than the bloOO 
" of ..i\bc:J.'~ 
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IS.l\I:\H I. 10. 

I,' is filill of e\·CT}· r~al believer, tllat he ,\'"alks bj: f,\~t!l 
~nd not by fight. If this is true it will foHJw, that 

his ft\ith 111l1!t b·::: expc,fe(l to a v:lriety of tri .. l!s, ,\~hile J1C 

CCJl1tilltlCS in a \\Porl~l of fenre. Tilefe tri~ls ar: I:: fronl 
tIle fiate of Ilis 0\\"11 Illilld-fro!11 llis Oilt\\larll cOliditiQil--:-:
from tile flate of the \vor!J \rilll \\'hich he iiJ.!lUS cOllllea

ed-alld from the lllutual illHuence of aU thele, one upon 
anotJl~r. FrOll} tilis fituation it is c~f}· to fee, tillt 'tllere 
are fe\v duties, f()r tIle cX(!fci:e of '~·!lich a good man \\till 
have greater or Olore i'rClluent occufion tJ~,lll that of·truft 
and reliance upon GoJ. Trull is the duty and the reiugc 
6f the nc:e(I}--of tIle ll~pelltla:lt-of tIle \\1eak-:.:f tIle 
timorous, :tnd the dinrdl~tl. How many are inclwlttl 
llll(lcr OllC or lllore of lJ.elc c:lar;laers; or ratll~r, \\-ho -i.s 
it thlt c:tn fay he is aJtogtther exdmkd ? 

i\~r\!e~\bly to tltis, \\"e llCt:(l bllt opell tile f:tcre(l \·0111~11C, 
to perceive how frequent the exhort~tions are to trllf( tn 
God, clOd how Inany \ iews art! given us of his pmr..:r, 

\ -OL. II. Z 
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wifdom. mere}· ao(l faitllflll11Cfs t to encour~ge us to an 
unfhaken reliance. At the fame time, I am lorry to fay, 
that there are fe\v duties wllicJl are more imperfectly un. 
dertlood by many profdIing Chrifiians. Even pious per. 
fons of tell fin both on the right hand anc} on tIle left\ tllat 
is to fay, both by diffidence and prefumption. I have, 
therefore, laid hold of this opportunit.y, an<l ma<le choice 
of this paffage of fcripture, in order to open and ilIuflrate 
a Jittle this important duty of a fervant of Go(l. How 
fealonabJe it is }'Otl will eafily perceive, for in the facra
ment of the Lord's Supper ,\;e have ftt heiore us Chrill: 
Jefus the unfpeakable gift of God-the great pledge of his 
Jove, and the great foundation of our reliance upon him, 
not only for his favillg mercy in general, but for every 
neceffary bleffing in our way to eternal reft. 

This paffage of fcripture is ,lIfo \vell fuit.ecl to the fub. 
jeCl:. It was fpoken to tne Jews in a Jax and diffolute age, 
,,,"hen filany had tUfllccl tlleir backs u))on tile fervice of 
G()(l-h~d . deferted his ordinances and defpifed his fer
vallts, \\~hicll is aI\\'a}"s an occafion both of afiliaion and 
temptation to his own children. This appears from the 
firft \l-orcis of tIle cllapter. "For tilUS liith tIle 1.oTcl, 
,I. w}lere is the bill of }'Ollr mother's di'lorcenleI1t, \V}10rn I 
"lla\'e put a\VaJ'? An(} \vllich of Iny creclitors is it to 

1 , 

"whom I have fold you? Behold, for your iniquities 
" y"ou llave fi)l(l }7ourftl\"cs, alll1 for ):ollr tral"!fgreffiolls is 
")1our motller put awa}t." As allo frOll} tIle 3d al1cl 4tll 
vcrfes. "I clothe tl1e 11ea\rens \vi~ll l)lal~l{nefs, al1tl I make 
" fackclotll their covering. TIle Lord Gcd hatl1 given 
" ~e tIle tOl1gl1e of tIle learI1e(l, that I 010111<.1 l{now 110\l'

" to fpeal\: a \vor(l in [enfoll to Jlinl that is \\;ear)'." 
In difcourfing further on this fubjt::B:, it is propofed, 

thrQugh the affiftancc of divine grace, 

I~ To open a little {l~e cllaraCter a I1tl (tate of tl10fe ~·r.o 
are called upon an(\ ex110rtt'(1 to trllfl ill tlle llanlC of tLe 
Lor<l. 

II. To explain the duty of truft, and P(;!llt cut tLc 
fOtln<latioll of it. 



Trusl ill God. Ji9 

III. To apply the fubjetl: for your infiruaion and com. 
fort. 

In the Firfi place tllen, I am to open a littJe tJle cha-
raCter and nate of thore who are here callul upon and ex
llorted to truti in the Dan-Ie of the Loril. 

Their d~fcriptioll is as follows: u \~lho is among you 
c< that feareth the Lord, and obeyeth the voice of his fer. 
"vant, that walketh in darknefS t and bath no light? let 
" him trull in the name of the Lord, and nay himfeJf 
" upon his God." It will help us to enter into tqe fpirit 
and meaning of the prophet's words, if we keep III view 
the flate of th~ Jewifh church, hinted at a lillIe while ago. 
" 'VI10 is amOl1~ )'Oll ;" tllat is, if tllcre is Olle or nlore--
if there is a fmall fdt:Ct number in the midfi of general 
corruption and depravity, who have kept their g'arments 
Ullpolfllted, tllougll i11iqllity about}(ls, and the Jo\·e of 
many \\taxetll cold. "r!'11at feareth the Lor(l? " YOll 
l{now it is common in fcripture to deferibe religion in ge. 
neral by [onle particular lea<iillg brancll of it. 'fIle fear of 
God is often made ufe of fer this pUt'pofe, as in that paf. 

. fage, there fhall be no want to them ti!at fear him. It 
may, therefore, figllify tllofe WI10 have a fillcere and Ul1-
.f=igned regartl to tIle commao{lments of (;00, and have 
choletl him as tlleir portion and hope. l~hole \\1110 de. 
fire and deferve to be diftinguifhed from the profane de. 
fpiler-the lecure formaJifr, or the dilguifed hypocrite. 
Thofe, in a word, who are, and who defire to appear to 
ufe the firong language of fcripture upon the Lord's fide 
in every ftruggle, and who refolve with Jolhua, that what. 
ever otllcrs do, for their I)art they ,viII ferve the Lord. 

Hut I cannot hel p thinking, we may alfo, with great 
fafety, explain the words in a elolel' and firitler fenfe, and 
fuppofe) that by fearing the Lord is to be underfiood a due 
revere11ce for IllS il1finite majefty, a llunlble veneration 
for 11is iacreu atlthorit". rrhis is a moll: excellellt fence ., 
Ole guard to tIle corlfcience in an e\,il time, aIlcl a noble 
pretervative from the fpreaC!ing infection and infinuating 
)oifol1 of F'revailing or fafllion"ble fillS. It is alfo the Ufll

nl C!l~~r:lat!r of a (:ifIolllte age to 1,ave caft off- fe,\r, to treat 
~!le moll facred things with {corn, antI to look upon that 
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holy rolicitllde to ~void fin, which appear~ in the c2rri;lge 
&11U lang~lage of a (hil() of (;(XI, us a nla. k t'f meannefs 
or \,-eaknefs cf mintl. In tilch an age~ (lne who ie\trs 
,God is \,"eJl (lefcriix:(1 by the prophet It:,i~h. "Bllt to 
" tills nlall \,"ill I look, C\·el1 to him that is poor an(1 of a 
ce cOlltrite Ijlirit, aOtl tremblcth at nlY ,,·om." 

l"he ne~t part of the charatler i~ , .. and obeyeth the 
" voice of his fen-ant;" th3t is to fay, is willing to hear1\:. 
en to the Dleffage of God, b}- the mOlitl. of his J~rvallts. 
The \yonls of the te:tt, no dOt!llt, In~:· be coofitlere(i as 
priln;lrily referrill~ to the inrr~in"() prop;lt:.'iS, 1\').0 L)()re an 
iln!1ledi.lte commifIion, miracul~llily attc:iicd, from G~l. 
l\lanv, e'·~ll of tlleie, ,\·er~ fet ~t nOll~llt .. their In~!r;~e (l~-. '" ". 
ri(l~li" ,In:) tnc;r )lCrfons il:Julte<l, \~hell toC}· atttlllIltcd to 
fre!11 t!~~ t!lle llf I)re\·ailin~ \~ice, or {'lO!lil}' (!t:ll0l!llt'('tt :!!C 
di\"~ii~- ~"~.~::eailce a~-a:llfi hig!).II:tnJ~\1 finllers. 11,lt ti.e 
fanrc!~;~· 1~;O\'s obe:"ccl their \'oit't'. I fh3)IIJ1~lke no Icrll-
PIc to l:)!")Jv t!lis to (\\lrf'C:),-cs, antI the pre:~llt 3~e. aur 

" _ 4 " 

bkfl~J I~~dccmer h:tth eUabJiflll!d in his chur~h a flanding 
ll.irl!j~r\·, :11)(1 t::~ r~:~l.l~r ,iil,llillifirat:cn of crdill~I)CeS, 

" ~ 

.... t\nd thvu~h \~'t" j!'ln: th:s trcafi.re in e~rthen \'c:fI~ls, yet 
in nu other ,,-av (l~t!l he no'· ... conlnlUtlic~te his will, all.t 

~ 

,·ouchI:tfe his prd~ncc to I.is people, but by the rcatlin~ 
and hearing of~~s \vord, anc) attell{lance IJptln his infiitu .. 

• ted worfllip- h win, no rk'ubt, therefore, I~ a part of the 
charaCler of a go(}(l nlan, tilat he \\"ililove the or(linances~ 
an,! obelr tJ:e vtlii.:e of the fC:f\rants of GOtt, that he \\~ ill 

.", 

~onfitler Ililll \\~:lO Iltlth f~11t tht!m~ all(} recei\~e illflruaiol1, 
not ~lS t~ie ,,-'or,,1 of Illall, 11l1t as it is irl (l~c,) ~~Ilt! itl trlit:" 
tIle \vord of Gc(l. 

()n the other h~:t\.i, when iniquity pre\'ails, when irr~. 
lig:Oll all(i proidl1e~le~~ lifl up their Ilenels, 011e of the J11Gfi: 

\l r;l~al con"om;t·ln"~ 1r''I),1 Olle of .J ... ~ r.l~.-:.''\t ~"OOf~ of'"' ·It 1" a l & , l ~ & u " ~ , ~i • \.. \. , I ~ • ~ , ~ • I. · • ,'I , .. ~ 

negl~a of OnEntl.llt\;;), and contempt of thule \'!.rho are Ct~!). 
;;:erned in their adm:ni!iratioll: J~ow hr this is ilt pn:!ent 

. the caf~, 1 l:.:;n-e to yourfdn:s to judge. "/hiie I fpeak 
this, my brethren. I do hy no means dc:firc to fee an i~:lO. 
rant people diHr,;(li.:d by the gloomy terrers of fi;perHiti. 
on, or Il"~d blind~~II(! by the enchanted ('ord or in1piicit 
i' · 1 I' !.. , · · , >'1t 1 ",do '''.,~ "'~l t 'l"·'· '~-111 c'-tJ·t.:11".) 0'1 Pit' ... ,! 1· :'·~l'·l "... ~ u ~ ~,~.to ~\ ••• , •• ,~ ...... " .... .. '- & "', ''- •• (\ ., .. ,. . ~ 
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and thore wl10 truly fear the Lord, will honor til~ perrons. 
;\nd o~y the !!oice of fuch:ls pleatl his clufe and fr~:tk in 
his n~m~. Yot: may refi a!f'ured .. that thou;;h they neither 
(ltlen'c Il(lr clailll allY a\lthorit.,,· on their O\\·n 3CCf)tant .. yet 
fo !on~ :lS thc\- !land in the (livi'le COlll1fels, ar.,j fru,,:ak tile 

~ . ....-
(livil1C \\~ord, their mctla~c \,"ill be alt~I'tt~! \\-ith this a\\'f,.l 
fanclion, lC He that d~rpif~th you, dcafpifeth me, and be 
u that d::fp~ftth me rldjlilith hian that knt me." 

1'he laft ~rt of the charae::r h~re dra"on, wh!ch Jays the 
fo~:ndlti~n tOr the f"bf((}u~nt dinflioo is, "that walketh 
" in c.brkn::ifs antI hat', no li~ht .. I, l)arknefs and light. 
bef:\I~s tlle:r literal, h:l\'c often a metaphorical lellfe in 
fcr!p~ure.. ·rh~y :tre, imt.'c-d, llf~tl with a gocd deal of 
btitm!e anJ \~an~ty. Unt I think their metaphorical fig .. 
nili(;ttion m~y k f>.:t!ucc-d to thck t\\PO general heads. 

I. Scm~tin1es li~ht Ji~lliiies knowlc:d~, and d:arknefs 
fignifi-es ignonnce ;lS in £ph. ~ .. 8 .. at 'Yc: \Yere fometimes 
~'llarkne!~ but now are yc light in the Lord, walk ~s 
" children of light. n j\fis x~\·i.. 18.. at ,pro tum th~m 
" from darknds unto light, and from the power of Satan 
, .. unto God.'" Jf!h x~~\"~i .. J9. '~·ltach us what we thaD 
~~ i,y t!nto ilinl, for \\'e Clinnet cr~lcr our fp:ech by reaton 
" t)f (},'\rk11eZs,1) 

:1. Som~tim~s darknefs Ii~ifies dmrt'fs or trouble, and 
the i:orreli)~n(I~llt ti~il!5cati~ll of li~Jit is (leli\·~f311Ce and 
joy, 3S 2 Stun. x~i! .. :lS, 29. "Anti the afi!ided people 
,-. ::~oa wilt :~\.~, b\~t t!line e\~e:'l ~re unnn tIle h;lli~lltv, that . ..-- , . 
,; th(\!1 0l3}"di brin~ them d~\' .. n, for thou art my hmr, 
u 0 !.cr~L .:ntl the Lord will lizhten my darkncfs." Joe 
xix~ 8, "fIe h~~th f~!lce(l IIp 11,Y \~-:l~" that I C311110t ))3Is i 
,,~(! h~!h put {~clrkne:s in my p:!.ths. n Plalm ~c,·ii. II .. 
h Light is [0\"':1 i~1r the ri:;ht\·ous, and gl:u!nc!s f~r the 
h upri~ht in heart." .t:fiher vii:. 16. "And the Jews had 
". !i.~ilt .. aile} ~iallllt:{S, an\l joy all(} honor. I, 

Kone oi th::fc! f~nfes is to he exdutlt."d in the p1ffage oc
fore l!S. Bdievers may walk in darknefs, when i~noran~ 
or ljllcertairl as to \\"Illt nearly C011cerilS them, as \\'"el) ~s 
under difirds and troub!e. 1'bcy have alfo a mut~al in
tbcace upLn, prod:..:ce, and arc pro,luced b~\ cne another. 
fvr iHlti~r~ltinl this a Iittk more particularly, ob:ervc: 
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that a goo.l man may w.t1k in rlarknefs. 1-. 'Vhen he is 
i'l doub: 0:" uncer:air.ty as to his intereft in the divine fa. 
vor. 2. 'Vhen h! is ulld~r t~e prc:ffure of Olll\\·ar(l cala. 
mity. 3. 1Vhen tbe Hate of the church is fuch, that he 
cannot un lerlland 0" explain, in a fatisfying manner, the 
courfc of di\'ine pro\-idence. Thefe particul~s I have it 
not in view to enlarge much ui~n, but only to explain 
them fo far as is ncceffary to Jay a !oundation for what fhaU 
be afterwards offered 011 the dut\~ to lruft in God • . 

I. Then, a good man may \\"a!k in darkllefs when he 
is in dOllbt or uflc:rtainty as to Jlis intereft in the diville 
favor. I apprehp.n(l that fOlne me~ur~ of hope ill Gexl's 
Dlel-cy is e[C:lliial to true piety, and not only tIle right, l)l:t 
the poffdlion (\f c\-ery child of God. Faith and defp:lir 
are lle}"oll(i ell) tlllellion inccnfifient. Faith and 110pe are 
inreparnble. Y' et tcr!ainly the exctUent ones of the earth 
tnay be tometim~s involved in great perplexity and doubt. 
1'his is plain from fcripture examples, fTom daily exr.eri
ence .. :!o(l from tIle nature and reafon of the thill~. Hil\V 

'ViO!CIlt a Ilrugg:e ()o \\"e often fin(1 the Pfi~lln\ft I).lv:() ill, 
betwet'!n hop:: and fea,'? "0 m~· God, my foul rs cat! 
-, dn~"n ill nle; Ulererore ,vii! I ~meml'.er tllee fron} tIle 
,~ land of J ~r. ~tt1l~ and of the! Hermonites, from the hill 
Ci 1lfiz3r.~) IIt)w m~tn~· do we fee every day under a fpirit 
of ~~Ilda~!~, \\,:.0" t:10lJ.:.-ll the~· f:JI c)eav~ to GOtl as tileir 

~, . 
portion. ~.t:t ~r~ ort~u fuH oi le.lfs. and fddonl th.re confi-
li~11tl~~ affirlll ':.cir i, •• ~rcii ill, or relation to him. Allel 
111(lc~lliCt" C;ln it Ik (atii\;r\r':~? '\~ili)c \\ . .: are here, Otlf 

ftln~\iiica:io!l is bilt iI11rn:r:~~tt; allt) 2!as! \\~itl~ TC~ar(1 to 
~ ~ 

nl~!lJ· __ it :s otie'l Jltirtl to (i~t~I"I)li:lt', \~~!lc:ther l\"e fJ,o\llil 
llot \\Titc 111lOl' it,. 1;lt7/~ 1~~",;/t as c!!'<::n!iClII)' dc:fccli\-e. 

Sin '~parates l~t~'C.:-n G~l and his lkople, and caufes 
him to hide his face (rmll th~m. N.t)·, .~')metim~s) t!lou~b 
there 1;: 110 1~~111icuj;.tr or prow·okill~ crillle, as tl.e cat.!e of 
his con~rn\"erJ\· \\'itil thelll, lIt: n13\~ \It''itil(lra\v frOll) t!l~'l\ . -
t::1C light of his COlllltellt4llCe, to exercile Ih~ir \~i~ii~ltlC~, or 

to try tbdr plliencc. I kno\v, my brethren, thrtt ~he tlit: 
trefs of feriou5 f~u:s, when mourninJ after an ahrent or an 
all~ry God, cryin.~ to h!:~l in It-cre!, and fc:row:ng t::n! 
after b:m in his ordin?!1ces, :s by nlJay trc~t(d "ith the 
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biobefl de~ee pf contempt. Dut fure!y, if peace of mind 
fr~n a wen-founded hope of the divine fa,'or, i: the great
ell of an prefent bleffings: :md if th:s, from the \·2rit.bJe. 
nefs of !lur o\vn con(luct, is fometimes more, fO:lletiencs 
lefs flrong, and tometinles who!!y fufpended: when this 
1afl is tIle cafe, it nlufi occafion inexpreOlbJe concern, a!ltl 
there can be no grealer evidence o~· irreligion and impitt)-, 
than to caU it in quefiion. 

2. A good man nlay walk in darknefs when under the 
preffure of outward calamity. This, in a real belie\Oer, 
is never whoHy feparated from the former. E,"en in it
f(:)f, ili()ced, 110 :lffl:aion for tIle IlrefcIlt is jO}-OlIS but 
grie\'Olls. The difonlers of tJ~is feeble frame, poverty 
ar.d ilraitnefs of pmvi!ion, unjufi flandcr 2nd reproach, 
nudl be deeply amI fenfibly ldt bye\!ery Rood man, evell 
as he is ~\ man. 1"0 t)lis In~y tee :lude(l, the 10fs of rela. 
tion~ and concerns for the fufi~rings of others of eVltry 
kiJl(), Wll!ch is a),,·a}-s olofi cli!irc::ffitlg to the lleft al1tl tell .. 
derefi fpirits. But out\\'ard c,\lamities by thofe that fedr 
GoeJ, arc felt 111011 fellfit)lv "'hell the\~ are confidered as .. . 
tile ro(l of his t~ll~er, tll1l1l'ring fill to renlenlhrance. 

,,7hell )l\! ,-jli:s IllS 0\\'"11 t:;.iillrc-n \\·ltil an,- ()f Ilis ft,re .. 
jud~mt-nts ; wht:tl he foHc\\' 3 them with hre;tt'h l:pon 
breacl}, tlle\l art: rea\J}1t tn fa,~, "Slarel,~ Jle is It'tlin<T IllC 

• .. ~ 'ft# 0 

c, uI~ as a Jll:trk it)r his ;tTr(\\~"s, l~e is l"v!.!r.till~ I'!le 11;5 ~n~ 
" my."-~ru~y &lr~ ofu:a <.tt a lofs to undcrlialid the caufe 
of his contfO\ ~r!}t \\~i, II ! ~It:r'l; all(l the}' aifo fil,(l it orten 
extremely (hfficult \0 brjn~ thdr nl:nds to a patient and 
fllbllaifli\'e rt:fi~11;~t~Q!1 to his !.o!}' ,\'ill.. TG tl!of~ \'.-ho 
kIlO'" t~eir (Illty, ar~(l (l~i!rc t!1rouJ!h <li\'ine ~race to com
ply with it, it -is no fm;,)! difficulty to be ohl!ged to firug
gle \\-ith a rifillg al1<1 rtbeliiollS Ilt'art \,-il!:!ll, ~s v.'ell as 
fuffering fronl \\'!lhout, 31111 to be altenlateJ}~ rallill~ iQ 
qlleftion, the cert~illty eit!ler of the lo\~e of GOtl to them, 
{)r of !h~ir love to hilll. 

3- i\ ~o(\(i n1all ~1:a)' fom(times \'-31k in darknefs from 
t!:e ~!ilctl: or Pro\-~(l(:llce, ant) !he ft~tc of the J!e(Jeciller4ts 
ki)l~(lonl. PJ"i.e \\-orks of Gotl are fou~llt Otlt (\f t:!~!l. \rho 
Jla\-e p!eafure ill II.tln. Btlt \rl~e:l tl~cy :1fe Ilct ab:e tft 

l'(i"ctrate tilt; t!~P!~~S of tIle divine counic)s, tl~is berO!l!~:: 
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often a fouree oo.b of tliftn:fs ;tikI tt'ftlpl'ltion. "lien 
wickN Olen are fiJfr~~ to prof~r at tll~ir \\'ij)-"~~Il 
the good are oppretfcd by the powcr and tyranny~ or per. 
f«utec.l by the m~Ci~ of their cn~mit's-\\·ben the anoll 
~ncrous attempts fOr the fC\',,'al of truth antI rightc:ouf. 
nc:fs are ren • .lered abortivc-,,'h~n the pro!dfsn~ fen'ants 
of Goo are t!iVklcd into parti~s, or mariJ~~nul under 
nallle~ and t).eir ~ea) ma.d~ to fJk!11 itl;:)fin \illn~cdf-lry, 
fillfta} anti hurt!lll contention$-\\"~en ct~:ltf!S COOle, an(I 
and tbof~ of the highc:ft I)roit-llion or aH3'nmtnts are rut: 
J~rcd to r.U into grofs crim~s, by W!lic:h the mauths of 
cn~mit:s ;uc opcn~ to blafp.'lemc:; then m;lY, _nd nllaft 
we adopt the wonls of tile PfalmiR-P!: Ix1tiii. 10--1 .... 

"Therefo~, his people retur:l h:tb::r; :md w~tt-rs (\i a 
., full cup :l!e \\'Tung out unto them: .l\nll tIle}· f:~}" l ho\v 
l' tlc)tn G()(l kno\v? aJ.d is tllere knowJc:ti~:! ill t:l(! 1\1011 
u High? Be:to!tl, thef~ arc! l~ ungoJly ,,-ho profJ):r:n the 
U wGrlJ; th:>~ incn!aie ill Tiches. \.~ eril}-, I h,l\~~ \:!~311rcd 
" my bent in \t'.aln, "n,1 wl'ncd my h:tnt~s in innoc~ncr. 
u For all the tby long have I be~n plagued, and ch3ficn::d 
h every monling, ta 

I proceed now to the sccon..t and dl:ef thing propoft:tI 
f.""Om this p"ff~~, \vhich \\'~$ to e~plaill th~ duty of truft 
ill God, anll to point Ollt its ~ountl:ltio!l. 

Trull, i!l til..: moft gene~tl \"ie\\~ \\-e can take of it, m~y 
be thllS expl~illetl. It is a reli;lnce or COllfi(!ence ill GOtl, 
til:tt bo\vcver (lircou .. gin~ ,lllilear:tl1c~s 'lla)~ b~ lor the 
pretent tilll~, yet~ by his po\v:r and wi:l!om~ our ddires 
and expectations thall take place, whdher ilS to d-::liver
ance fro:11 troubl~, or the otlla:lli'l~ of !~:t~lre l1!~Jtlil~S.
'Vhen we can attain this h=tppy fram~ of 'jlir:t, it ;s ;tn in. 
conCei\",lll!e rcli~f 311(1 eafe: to 1!1t: nlill(l lJ.l(!er ittil~rillg, 
and is ~=~cdi~:ltiy exprefE t! hy dJ.-! P[.)m;U-PI:i;. h'. ~2. 
"Cali tby burd.:n upon the l.Oftl, anJ h~ H."n I~l'rain 
ce thee, he fil~l neY~r fllter the ri~ht~OtlS to !)~. l!.o\'"e(l.') 
Let us tllen en(lea\-or to eXl'),lill ti~~ ~-rQll;l\.!S cf t • .is ,tS (iif .. 
tintUy as pcffihle. Anti God ~rant tiut :t may b~ done, 
not only in a c1~:ir, but in ~l loiid "n~! l:\ti:\~}'l. aA malHler, 
fo as to affifr you ill the pradice of real and vital religion. 
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1 h:n-e already faiJ, that our expe8ation is from the 
po,vc:r and.wi.fdom of God. M~y we then reafonably ~x
J1ftt, and IS It our duty to beheve, that we Ulall reCC:l\rc 
all th:tt \ye (lefire, and that is within the reach of diline 
po\\·er ami wHilom? rrhefe have no bounds at all. \Ve 
kilO\\- tllat notlling is too hard for the .£\llnitillty. He doth 
acconlin~ to his \vill ii' the armies of heaven &In(l among 
the inhdbitants of the earth. 1"his fuggefis to us that there 
is fomething more necc:ffary, in order to lay a proper foun
dation for truft, viz. ;.;s gooc.lnefs, to make our expetlati
on probable, and his promife to make it certain. Even 
created lleings can often do what tlley \vill Ilot. This 
hoMs p.trticularly with regard to Goo, whofe power is 
direa~d in its exercifc by his goodnets, and limited by 
his wifdom. llis goodnefs, in general, encourages us to 
go to him with a peradventure, or who can tell whether 
he nlay not be gracious? But in order to make our trull 
both diftinEt and flrong, we mull: go to his promife, "for 
,~ he is faithfui and keepeth covenant and truth for ever." 
Truft then, my brethren, rens ultimately on the promife. 
It mull be precifely commenfurate, or of the fame extent 
\vith the promifes. \Vhoever doubts or caUs in quefiiao 
tIle certainty of what God hath promifell, is chargeable 
\Vith diftruft; and whoever expeCts to receive, in kind or 
degre~, nlore than Ile has promifed, is fo far guilty of pre
fumption. This is tIle gelleral rule, an(l I think it car· 
ries fueh evidence with it, that everyone mull: be fenfible 
it is jufi, who hath hean! it with any meafure of attention. 

Hllt the great difficulty yet remains, which is, to apply 
tl,is rlile to the various cafes tIla~ occur in the fpirituallife, 
an\.l to tell any particular perfon what it is his duty firmly 
to believe, and hope he iliall receive from God, and \vhat 
it \\~ould be prefumptllouS and finful in hiol to fi~: Ilis ex
petta.tion on. This is plainly of the ~reater importance, 
that the more particular our trull: is, as to the objeCt of 
defire, it is the mort: powerful a fupport to the mind. At 
the fame time it frequently happens, that the nlcre parti. 
cularly our defires are formed, the foundation of our hope 
appears the more uncertain and queftionable. On this 
ac(;ount you may obferve, that it is of the greatell moment 
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to underfland the nature and tenor of the promifes; or 
r~tber, indeed, to e~ plain the foundation of truft, and to 
explain the nature and tenor of the promifes is one and the 
fAme thing. 

For this ~nd, it may be prc~r to diflinguifh the promi. 
r~s of God~ as to futurity, into two heads, abfolute and 
conditional. By abfolute promifes, ill this place, I un· 
derftand only thofe that are fo in the moft unlimited fenf~, 
that is to fay, revealed as a part of the fixed plan of Pr0-
vidence, fofpended on no terms but what all, of every 
cbaraaer, may ex pea will cert.ainly come to pafs. Such 
are the promifes afier the ftood~ that fummer and winter, 
feed time and barveft fhould not fail-the coming of Chrift 
in the flefh at the fuIners of tim~, to the ancient Patriarchs, 
and to us-the downiaU of Aotichrift-tbe prefervation 
of a church Ota ~arth~ let its enemies be or do \vhat they 
will-the calling of God's ancient people, th '! Jews, and 
the coming of Chrifl to judge the world at tbe lail day. 
'l'hefe are all caned promifes in fcripture, and fo far as 
they CL~ be of any ufe to the people of God, either for die 
!eaion in duty, or reftraint from fin, or confolalion un
der trial, they ~rc tl) be depended on, in the moll abfolute 
manner, for they reft upon the certainty of the holy fcrip
ture.s, and the troth of the unchangeable God, who" is 
" not a man that he fhould lie, nor the fon of man tbat he 
" fhould repent." 
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TRUST IN GOD. 

SERMON 26 • 

••• 

ISAIAH I. 10. 

11'1, ;s ~ng yew tAIl, f~ntA tk Lwtl.. tIutt okydla lAc 
"'''t~ ~ Ai$ ~ DClI~~ 'hI .... lIdA ;11 tltuln£$$, anti JaGlA n, 
b't'" 1 kt Ai. '""' III 'A~ 11_~ of tA~ urtl, dltd $tay .p'" 
"i~ GOtf. 

H A v"1NG.. in a fonner tlifcourfe., opened the charac
ter an<l tlate of thofe who are called upon, ~d ex

horted to truft in the Dame of the Lonl .. L-ld entered upon 
the fecond thing propofed .. wbich was to explain the duty 
of trull in God, and to point out its foundation; and ha~ 
ving in this view confldered the nature of abfolute pro
mifes-I proceed, 

2. To confider the nature and ufe of conditional pro. 
mif~s. Thefe I am obliged, for greater diftin8nefs, to 
i'ivide into three difkrent heads..-l .. There are promifes 
made: to perfons of fuch ~r ruch a charaaer, or in filch or 
fuch a flate.-2. There arc promifes, the performance of 
which is fufpended on cur compliance "rith fomething 
previoufly required, as the condition of obtaining t.ltem.-
3. There are promifes, not only fufpended on both the 
preceding terms, but upon the fuppofition of fome cir. 
cumftances in themfel\'es uncertain, or to us unknown. 
Let \IS confider each of tilcfe with care and attention. 
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I. There are promifes made to perfons of fuch or fuch 
a cllaraCter, or in ruch or ruch a Rate, Wllich are, there
fore, to be applied, and relled on, aCl~ording as the evi
(Ienee of our llc:ing of this charaCter, or in tl1is fiate, is 
clearorobfcure. ]0 this I have particlilarly ill vie\v~ the 
bleffings of falvation, the pardon of fin, peace with God, 
the fpirit of fancl.ification, and a rigllt to' e\7er)~fiing lite. 
rrhefe all lie in an unbroken chain and inieparabJe con
nexion, and might have l)een more briefl}- expr~{fell, by 
an interefl: in Chrift t)le Saviour, who is the autllor, fource 
aJld fum of there bleffin~s; "for all the pronlifes of God 
" in him, are }~ea, and in him amen, to tIle gloT}' of Go(l 
" by us." Let no judicious attentive hearer be furpriftd 
or diffatis6ed, that I have ranked thde among conditional 
promifes, for you may obferve that I have expreffed my
felf thus, they are promifes made to perfons of fuch or fuch 
&l cllaraCler, or in fuch or fuch a Hate. In tllis, tIle)' cer
tainly differ from the promifes properly abfolute, nlention
ed above. It is far from my intention to do injury to that 
fundamental trutt, that falvation is by grace. I efteenl 
that cloariIle \\,llich proceeds upon a fc]f .. ri~llteOtlS f}lfiem, 
to be contrar):, to the word of God, and moll perllicious to 
the fouls of men. There is nothing at all required in 
fcripture to be performed by us, as a purchafing or meri
ting COlldition. Every graciolls aCt of the divine govern. 
ment in our favor, is the fruit of the Redeelner's purcllafe, 
alld every )101y (lifpofition wrougllt it) lIS, is tIle effect of 
his almighty grace. But it is certaill, at the faille tin"le, 
that in order to our accepting thofe bldIings, we mull be 
trulyal1(1 deeply iltlnlbled, allo fee ollrfclves to be i11c"apa.
hIe and heIplefs. \Ve muft be unfeignediy willing to ft.:. 

nounce all clailn of merit, and accept 0f falvtltioll as it is 
offered in the gof,lel; that is, in its full extent, ancl irA tl,e 
free allll iO\ftreigll nlanner of its comnlUllication. So far, 
fure1y, we mufi fa\', the promifes of the gofpel are cOll(li
tionaJ, or wholly pervt.rt the word of God. I know of no 
llromifes tllen to tlle lllll)elicvitlg al1d illl}1Cnitc11t, Ull1tfs 
you call that a promife~ that they fhall have ~, their portion 
" ill tIle lclke of fire that bllrnetll with uril1l11one; an(l tllat 
" the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for ever and 
" ever." 
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Hear it, my :.1car brethren, it is the needy, thirfiy, fenfi. 
hIe foul, that is invited to come:: and find rell. ~, Ho ! 
" et'ery one that thirfieth, come ye to the waters; and be 
,~ tl1at 11atIl Ito mone}'; cOlne )'e, buy ancl eat; Joea, come 
" buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
" (~olne Ullto me all }'C that lal)our ancl are hea\"}· ladt:n, 
" and I wm give you ren." If any fhall think fit funber 
to fay, that the very denination of the vends of mercy, is 
of God's fo\'ereign p]eafure, that convinion itfdf is by a 
day of his power, and that faith which illterclis us in 
Cltrifl's tighteoufnefs is his gift; I i1~ree to the whole, but 
obfer\te tl1at it is improperl}' intrOt)llCe() here. No ufc 
can poffibly be made of the divine decree in the applica
tion of the promifes. It is inverting the order of things. 
Can any man fay, I truft in the mercy of God, becaufe I 
have been ordained to everlafiing life? No Inall call de
rive comfort from this, till by his effeCllla] calling it is 
publifhed, and begins to be accomplifhed; and tben I)e 
nlay look back \vith ",rOllder and gratitllde to that everlafi. 
ing ]o,~e, by which he \\yas chofen in Chrift, before the 
foundation of the world. Can you judge of the fruit of a 
tree by looking upon the root? No, but you judge of the 
firength and deepnefs of the root, by the fulnefs of the 
fruit, anti tIle vigor alld \yerllure of tIle l)ranclles. Froln 
an irnproper mixtllre of \Vllat belongs to the fecret will of 
Go(l, all(l \Vl1at belollgs to us, as Otlr dut}~, Inuch error 
and confllfion arifes. 

Now, my brethren, as to the application of there prom i
res of pardon and peace, the humbled finner, the· man 
atnong llS \Vl10 \valketll ill (larkllefs alld }lflth 110 ligllt
\\;110 is l)urclenecl \vith a fCl1re of gllilt, and clifcouraged by 
tIle tllreaterlillgs of the law, tIle al"X:lllations of conlciellce, 
and the pure and holy nature of God; who perhaps has 
all this aggravate(l b~1 diflrels al1d trouble, is caJled to truft 
ill tIle llar.le of the Lor() , an(] flay hilllfelf Ujl0n his God. 
lIe is ill\'itecl to COllfi{ler ancl refl on the extellt of tIle call, 
tllt! ilnmlltallilit}, of tIle l)rOtllif~, all(l tIle riclles of divine 
grace. If 11e is fo far fl·on"} pleu(ling allY merit in himfelf, 
01" being diffatisfied with the plan of lalvation laid down in 
the GofpeJ, that he is Dlaking every thing an argument 
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againn himfelf, and dare not 1a:" hold of, or appropriate fo 
unfpeakable a mercy: This is jult the effeCt of dinrun, 
and he is caUed, in the llrongefi manner, in the text, to 
"truft in the name 0; the Lord, and Ray upon his God." 
With how many gracious a[urances for this purpofe is the 
f\:ripture filied. John vi. 37. "All that the Father hath 
" given me thall come to me, and him that cometh unto 
u lne I will in no wife caft o~t." Heb. vii. 25. ,. \\there-
" fore he is able aIfo to fave them to the uttermofl: that 
" come to God by him, feeing he ever liveth to olake in. 
" terceHion fOl'them." Rev. xxii. 17. "And the fpirit 
" and the !>ride fay, Come. And let hi:n that heareth fay, 
"(:Orne. And let him that is athirft come. And who
" foever will, let him take of the water of life freely." All 
things, Chrifi excepted, are to be renounced. and the aU. 
fuflicicncl' of a Redeemer is to be the fourldation of our 
hope. The penitent will fay with the apofilet PIJil iii. 8, 
" Yea, doubtlefs, an(} I count all things but lofs for the ex
" cenency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus my Lord: 
" for whom I have (dered the lors of all things, and do 
" count them but dung, that I may win ehrifi, and be 
.. found in him, not having Dline own righteoufnefs which 
" is of the law, but that which is through the faith of ehrin, 
" even the righteoufnefs which is of God by faith." 

2. There is a fecond clafs of promifes, the perforolance 
of which is fufpended on our previous compliance with 
fomething required as the condition of obtaining them. In 
thefe we are not only called to accept of the divine mercy, 
but comolandecl to obey the divirle will. Pl'he order in 
which I have placed thefe, will, I hope, prevent you fr!'m 
mifunderftanding or mifapplying what may he raid on 
them. 1"his clafs includes all the protnifes in fcripture 
1'P.garding the daily progrefs of a believer in his !anUifica. 
tion and conformity to God, as ,,-ell as the increafe of his 
comfort and peace. I am fenfible, that a.C) the reconcilia
tion of a finner to God, ancl his rigJat to \vnat is calle(l in 
fcripture tIN promi$~ of eternal lite, is of free and unme. 
rited Inercv, Co, no doubt, all the inferior or fubordinate 

." 

prolnlfes flo\\· from the 13me fource, na}', in a certain 
meafure, they are entirely upon the fame footing with 
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thore formerly mentioned; that is to fay, final perf.:ve
rance, real growth in the fpirituallife, and necc:ffary com
fort, are the jure and purchafed portion of everyone that is 
born of God. Rom. viii. 29. "For wboln he did fore. 
" know, h~ alfo did predellinate to be contorme~ to the 
" image of his Son, that he might be the firJl.bom among 
" Inany brethren." But in the diftribution of thofe gifts, 
particularly in their meafure, there is not only an un· 
known regard to the good pleafure of God, but a known 
and eftabli1hed regard to our condua in duty. Thus the 
abundant fupply of the fpirit is the fruit and return of di
ligence ill prayer. Matth. vii. 7. "Afk and it fhall be 
" given you, feek and ye {hall find, knock and it fhall be 
" opened unto you." See alfo Ezekiel xxxvi. 2.5. com
pared with the 37th. "Then will I fprinkle clean water 
" upon you, and ye ihall be clean; from all your filthinefs 
" and from all your idols will I cleanfe you." &c. Thus 
" faith the Lord, yet for all this will J be enquired of by 
" the houfe of lfrael to do it for them." ThllS alfo inward 
confolation, as well as outward fecurity, is exprefsly pro
mired as the effeCt and reward of uniformity and diligence 
in duty. Ira. xxxii. 17- "And the work of righteoufnefs 
" fhall be peace, and the effeCt of righteouf nefs quietnefs 
" and affurance for e\'er." As the counterpart and illuf
tration of this, you fee, that a departure from the path of 
duty brings on the threatened, or perhaps I ought to call it 
the promifed, rod of correCtion., praIm lxxxix. 30-33. 
" But if his children lball forfake Iny Ia\y, and not \,'alk 
" in my judgments; if they break my natutes, and keep 
" not my commandments; then \viII I vifit their tranf: 
" greffions with a rod, and their iniquities with ftripes. 
" Nev~rthclefs, nl)' loving.kindnefs will I not take from 
"him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to faiJ.':- In the fame 
manner, Ifa. xl. 30, 31 .. "Even the youths ihall faint and 
" be weary, and the young Inen fhan utterly fall: But 
" they that wait upon the Lord fhall renew their ftrength; 
" they fhall mount up with wings as eagles; they fhal! 
" run and not be weary-they fhall walk and not faint." 
Agreeably to all this, you know, our bleffed Lord prefcri
~ watchfulnefs and prayer al the great prefer\~ative& 
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againn temptation, and whoever e~~as eithtr fpiritu.1 
fticngth 0:- comiort, while he rd:a~es his diii~llcc: in tbe 
way of dUlY, is ~uihy of that lin, whic!l is c~u..:tI in .crap.. 
ture, tempting G(XI; and fhall affdrcJly m~t with:l 
dreadflll tlila)lpointtl1ent. 

My brcthn:n .. as much of the (lally e~ercife of real he, 
lievers rC~.lrlls t:~e:r progrefs ill Jal1clific:!tion, an~l tl!t!ir 
peace ami \."om:ort, it is proper tlllt you .hol,)t! (::,o:fully 
a:tel,J to tIle: (cIlt,r of til~J~ l)rO!lli!~'S, alllilo ,,·hat o~~ .. -,;}t to 
he Jour reli~t!lCe upon them. I Ih.til fum up .. in a few par
ticlilars, \\-Jlat I &!J)prc:llenJ to be of moli i'llportallC~, 

I. 1'rul! in thef~ promilc:s ill1plies felf:iie.li~ll~ .1Ild a 
deep fenfe of your own weakncfs. Ffhefe promii~ s wouM 
be unnecefi'ary anti Juperflllous, ,,-ere we not infilfE\::~llt of 
ourfdves for ~ny thing that is good. Truft in God nands 
dirttlly opVOfed to all fd t: dependance. Pro\-·erbs iii. 5-
,~ "fruii it"'. the Lord \\~ith all tl~ille Ileart, and leall Ilot to 
" tllille ~\\·ll u~lllerfian(ling." Ho\\' jcalolls God is, if! 
may fpeak fo, of tIle l.onor t!lat is (Iue to hinl in this re· 
fjlCCl:, may be feen from the many foul and fhameful 
crimes into \\"Ilich he pernlitted fOille of his heft faints to 
fall, wllet) tlley \vere offtlleir guard h}' l1oth, or Oill more 
provoked him bv pride and pn:fumption. Noah's drunk
enp.efs, l\'loJ~s's paffion, Da\~i(l's Cl(1altery alld nlurcler, 
and Peter's llcilial of ilis mailer. I Cor. X. I', 12- "No\v 
" all thefe things happened unto them for enfamples, and 
" tlley are \vritten for Otlr adnlonition, upon \v!10m the 
" enlls of tIle \vcrltl are cOt11e. '\!he refore , let hitll that 
" thil11~cth Ile fian(letIl, take heed l~ft he &1)1." F"or t11is 
reafoIl t)le apoflle Palll fa)~s \\~itll great propriety, 311{1 \vith 
great force, which is equally applicable to himfdf and 
otl~er l)-=lit!~·ers, a feellling paradox. I Cor. xii. 10. "F()r 
" wIlen I anl \veal~, then I am firollg." 

2. As \ve are to put no trull: in ourfelves, fo \ve are to 
exercile tIle rilofillnOlaken confidence of our being al)le 
to difcharge all}' duty or ullJergo any trial b}' tIle help of 
the AltTli!!llt},-Oll! ho\v ready are \\'e to fin on both 
hands? How often do we prefume upon our own firength 
and forget the neceffity of applying for divine aid ?-And 
on the other hand, how prone are we to timidity or de-



fpondence in diflicult ~? ,\ .. ~ corruptions haye long 
kept their ground, we a.-e ready to dread their inftutnc~ .. 
and to make bot liule out of the promit~s in (cript"Fe .. 
that we fh.lll be made .. more than conquerors throt:gh 
"him th~llond u~n We have learned .. by (~d ~~~. 
rien~ that in us dwelldh no gootl tbin~,. and yet it is 
Jong before we win attend to the Icff()n that follo.s bani 
upon it. "Afy gnce is fufiicient lor t~) and my ftrength 
.. fhlll be made perfea in weaknc:f~ n 

J. As thefe promiln are exp~rsly made '0 the dili. 
gent, you muft llill renlem~r that your own attention and 
application to duty is effen!;aUy necdrary. and th~( the 
aftiftulce promilcd from on high.. is al,,-ays ~p~(ented in 
fcriptun! as an argument and encourage ment to dili~n~. 
and not a warrant or acafe for floth. Philip. ii. l~. 
" Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling. 
k for it is G«l that worketh in you both to will and to do of 
&I his gU\."'Cl pJeafure.'" It is alfo ,,-ell ,,-orthy of notice" 
that the fanle prophet Ezekiel, who fays .. chap. ~xxvi. 
26. "A new heart aJfo \vil) I give you, and a new 
" fpirit will I pat wit-~in you," changes the form of his 
expreHion; and in another lliace, chap. ~Yiii. 31 , 32, 
{peaks in the following terms; " Call a\Vay from you all 
" your tranfgreflions wherehy ye have tranfgre[ed; and 
" make you a ne\v heart an(l a Ile\V fpint; for \\·hy \\·iJl 
" ye die, 0 houfe of Ifrael? For I h3.ve no pleafure in 
Ce the d~ath of hinl that dieth, faith the Lord Goo; where
" ftlre tum yourfdves, and live ye. n In cOnlequence of 
this, 

4. In the laft place, trun in God will make us ready 
to ackno\\yleclge, that when \\~e fail ill duty, ",hen \ve for
get or break our refoilltions, the fault is certainly in our· 
felves. It is impoflible t(\ excufe or jufiify ourfelves in 
any degree.. without laying tI.1! blame, ir:t the fame pro. 
portion, llpon God, and calling in queffion his faithful. 
11e!s an(l trutll. But \\~atever our treacherous hearts 
may fintlllly ruggell, we are nct firaitened in God, but 
flraltelled in our O\Vll llO\Ve)s. \\Te find 11im pleading his 
own cailfe~ in this rerpett, in many p~ffilges of tcripture. 
Ira. lix. I. "Behold, the Lord's hand is not filortened, 
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• that it cannot fave; neither his ear lleavy, that he em. 
" not hear; but your lins MYE feparated between you and 
" your GcxI, and your iniquities have hid his face from 
"you, that he _ill not hear." Upon the whole, troft in 
theJe promucs is 00 other than an humb!e and diligent 
app):ution to duty, under a ~p (en(e of \Veaknef~ and 
dependa.-.ce on promifed ftrengtb, accompanied with a 
finn perfuaflon, that" in the name of the Lord we fhaU 
" bead down our enemie~" and go on from tlrength to 
lrength. "till lFe appear before God in Zion." 

3- Another claCs of pronlifes are thofe that are fuf. 
pended, not on)y on the fame condltions with the two 
bIDer, bot upon fome other circumllanc:es in themfelves 
ahcertaio, or to us unfeen. Thefe are temporal mercies 
or ntber temporal profperi~y, delivenulce from pref~nt 
diflrefs, and .ooadaace or afIluenc:e of outward enjoy
ments. Perhaps we lJ'..ayalfo add fpicitual confolation, 
and fen6b1e joy in God. I find no temporal promife 
precifely fixed to the fernnt of C..ocl but this: ~'Bread 
" fhall be given him, and his water fhall be fure ?" and it 
is ~binly bi~ duty, in the moll ilraitening circumftan. 
ce5, to Irlaintain a confident dependance on the power 
aa-.d wifdom of Providence for neceJfary fupply. I do not 
f:ondemn thore, w'lo, wh~n reduced to extremity, have 
aauaUy pleaded thi$ divine promife, and againtl hope, 
have belieYed in hope; aDd I aID perfuaded, inftances 
bave not been wanting, ef relief fumifhed in a manner 
Ile~t to miraculous. But as to every other degree of tem
poral profperity, God hath referved it in his 'own hand to 
give or witb.hold it at his pleafurt, that is, as he fees it 
"rill be D10ft for his glory, and the brcnefit of his people. 
-It is la,\\"ful then, my brethrerl, for JYOU to endeavor to 
·pToeure, by honeil indufiry, toe increafe of your fubftance, 
to look well to tIle Rate of your flocks and your herds, 
and to a4k by piayer the blelling of God upon your laboTs. 
It is lawfgl, and it is your (illty, lly regtllarit}, and care t() 

preierve life and health, as well as to afk of the Father of 
your fpints, recovery from ficknt;fs, or ddh-erance from 
any other kind of difirefs. l~ut }~Oll are llot ",tarranted to 

klic\'e that thd~ petitions thall be eranted in hand, or in. 
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your own time and ~uearureJ .:ven though you afk them in 
lincerity with the prayer of faith. There !rlay be reafons 
for with.holding them, and yet y(\U may be accepted in 
your prayers. An infinitely wife God knows beft what 
is for your good, and he only hath a right to determine 
in what part of his own fervice; where and how long he 
lhall employ you. Truft in God, therefore, in this re. 
{pea, implies a careful attention to the tenor of the pro
mires with regard to temporal mercies, and not to look 
for, or even, if pofJilile, defire what he hath not promifed 
to befiow. 

If I am not mHtaken, we 1hall find it of mom~nt, upon 
this fubjeCl:, to obferve, both \vhat he hath not and what 
he hath certainly promife(l. He has no where promifed 
that his o\Vn people fhall be the richeR or the greateft Oil 

earth; but he hath certainly promifed to blefs their pro
vifion, and affured them that a little that a juft man hath, 
thall be better than tile riches of many wicked. He has 
not promifed that they fhall be free from fuffering; but 
he hath certainly promife(t to fupport them by his own 
prefence under their difirefs. Ifa. xliii. l. "~ihen thou 
'$ p~ffeft throllgh the \vaters, I will be \,7ith thee; and 
" through the rivers, they fhall not overflow thee; when 
" thou walkeR through the fire thou 1halt not be bumt; 
" neither filall the flame kindl: upon thee." The truth 
is. he hath promifed that " all things {hall work together 
IL' for their good." In one word, they have indeed all 
mercies promifed, only they themfelves are not in a con
dition, at prefent, to judge what they may ufe with fafety, 
atld what not. As the heir of an opulent etlate, though 
lle is proprietor of aU, yet is laid under reRraint while in 
infancy and non-age, becaufe he would foon ruin himfelf if 
it \\·ere committed to his own management; fo the be
liever, though an heir of God, and joint heir with Chrift, 
yet till he is meet for the inlleritance, he mull be at his 
Maker's and Redeemer's difpofal. Take in, therefore, 

. only this limitatioll, and tllen fee his,.e!{tenfive charter. 
I Cor. iii. 2 I. "For all things are yours; whether Paul, 
" or Apollos, or Cephas, or the \Vorld, or life, or death, 
,~ or tJlings prefenr, or things to come; all are yours; and 
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" ye are Cbrift'~ and ChriA is Gcd'Sc" 'l\-bat tbm is 
the duty of a child of God? It is to breathe after more md 
more fubmiflion to the d;~ine will, and to annex tbis re· 
!er,ation to e'fl!fJ petition of a temporal natore, ne~mhe. 
lef~ not my will but thine be done. And ob! my bre. 
threo, hew happy the perfon who bath feen the weaknefs 
of hulIWl judgment; who waits the intimation of Goers 
will, before be will (utrer his defiRs to faRen with ~ager. 
ners on any earthly comfort~ and who ende~vors to keep 
himfelf &ee &om perplexity, by an humble and ft:bmiftive 
nliance 00 tI:e aU, fuflici~ncy of Gad ! 

I obferved in entering on this part or tlw: fub,iea that 
fpiritual confob-:inQ, or fenfible joy in Gad~ is to be con .. 
fJdered as a prom; fe of the fame clais, \Ybi~h muft~ there. 
fore, be :tked witb Ib~miflion, and is difpenfed :according 
to the gooJ p~eafure of a ~cious but fovereign God. I 
am fentibJe, as h31s ~n rormerl)~ obfcrved, ,,-ith another 
'View, tbat lome degree of comfort neceffari!y follows from 
a believer's ~)ation to God, but many pious perfons feenl 
to defire and to e:tpttl fcn6b1c conlfort in a higher mea· 
fure than Goo f~s it, meet to give them.. or, than is pro
per f~r them in the pre tent Rate. It is with fpiritual prof. 
perity as with temporal .. e\7ery ope annot bear it. ·fhere. 
iort", it is Cllr (Iuly flili to be fenfibJe that we have mlich 
mOfe comfort and peace tllan we deferve, and as we defire 
and Ilrive for gre~tc:r dc:g! ces of it, to accompany thefe de
fires with murl. humility and refignation to the \\·il1 of 
God. 

I proceed now to the 1aft thing propofed.. which was to 
make a 1)ra8ical application of this fubjea for your in. 
flruaion and dircflion. 

I. From what has been f~id, yeu may fee what judg. 
ment you ought to form of inward fuggeftions: and nrong 
or particular impreilions upon your minds. ·fhere are 
fome extremely prone to interpret a text of {cripture, Cud. 
denly fuggefted to their minds, or any ftrong impreflion 
"lade on thenl, as an immediate melTage from God, to be 
dire81y applied to themfeh'es: Others, in 6ppofition to 
this, as enthufiafticat and vilionary, feim to give up eve· 
,y expetbtion of being ah!~ to fay with the F!~·dmift) 
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" I blefs t~ Lord who hath given me coonle), nly reins 
.. alfo inRtua nle in the night feafon." I ~g, therefore, 
tlw you may obferve, that the fuggenion of a paffage of 
Icripture, of itfdr gives no title to the immediate appli. 
Qtion of it, bccaufe the great deceiver may undoubtedly 
fuggeft fcripture, as we find he could reafon from it in our 
Sa,·iour's temptadon. \\.~ are, in every luch cafe, to 
confider the tenor of it, if it be a promife or encourage~ 
men~ t~t is, how and in what manner it may be fafe)y 
applied. If any tbing happens to be fuggefted that ex .. 
prefsly fuits our prefent condition, either by fetting home 
de obligation of duty: with particular evidence upon the 
con(cicncet or poillting <'ut the grounds of con)fort, it 
ouglat to ht: thankfully acknowledged as from the fpirit of 
G\xl. For example, if a perron under the power of a 
fpirit of bondage, md fear of divine wrath, hath fuggefted 
to him any of the extenfive gracious affurances of mercy 
~o the chief of finners, it is his duty to lay hold of it. It 
is dire81y fuited to his condition, and would be the very 
thing that a \Vife and judicious panor would recommend 
to him for his relief. He may therefore, \vitbout hefita
lion, bIers God for it, if it is brought with power and ef. 
ficacy upon his heart. In the fame manner, if a perron 
under trouble hs.th fuggefted to him any of the !lromifes of 
fupport under it, furely he ought, in the difcharge of his 
rluty, firmly to fely ~n the accomplifhment of that part of 
the \vord of God. Rut in the reflex examination of a 
perfon's charaCter or flate, to apply the fudden fuggeftion 
of a prolniie or privilege, perhaps of a conditional nature, 
is certainly both finful and dangerous. Sinful, becaufe 
without warrallt; and dangerous, betaufe leading to de
lufion. 

2. From \vhat hath been faid, you may fee what it is 
that we ought to feek for with the greateft earnefi:nefs. 
and may hope to obtain with the grp.ateft confidence. 
Recolle8, I befeech you, the order in which I have nlen· 
tioned the promifes of God as the objeCts of truft and re. 
liance. Firfi: of all the promifes of f~lvation, deliverance 
from the guilt of fin, and a right to e"erhfiing life i nex~ 
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whatever is n~ce[ary to the prefervation and improvernent 
of the f piritual life; and then in the third place, proper 
accoOlmodation and fuitable provifion in our paffage 
through the prefent world. They are here' ranked accord. 
ing to their value in themfelves, and the value whicll we 
fhould put upon them; Let us, therefore, take care that 
we never violate this order, which is necelfary, not only 
becaule of their comparative value, but becaufe of their 
mutual inftuence one upon another, I t is in vain for us 
to expetl: to attain to the habit or pra8.ice of hoIinefs, till 
we are united to God by faith in Jefus Chrifi. All the 
promife~ of the gofpel are ratified in him. All the divine 
fillnefs is treafllred up in him. Every divine gift is dif. 
pofed by him. Therefore, he fays John xv. 4. " ... ~bide 
AI in me, ancl I in you. As tIle branch cannot bear fruit 
,& of itfelf, except it abide in the vine; no more can yet 
" except ye abicle ill me." And tIle apofile Paul, Gal. ii. 
20, "I am crucified \\~ith Chritl; neverthelefs I live; 
" yet not I, but Chrift li\feth in me; and tIle life which I 
I' no\\" live in the Befh, I live by the faith of the Son of 
"God, who loved nle, antI ga\re himfelf for me. " 

In the fame m'anner notlling can be more prepofierolls 
than to fix our affeCtions upon temporal mercies, ·or our 
attention upon tIle prolnifes that relate to them, fo as to 
lore view of onr intereft in God's favor, and the progrefs of 
eur fanaification. All. the teolporal pronlifes in fcripture 
are made to the children of God as fuch, and for carrying 
on the purp!lfes of his grace in them.-Your heavenly 
I-ather ktlO\Vetll that ye have need of there things. There 
;s n·o promile in the \vhole volulne of infpiration to tile 
wj~cked and impenitent. ""fllere is no peace, faitll my 
" God, to the wicked." He \viiI either rebllke tl1em in 
his \Vratll atlll cl1aftell thenl ill his hot difpleafure, or give 
tlle1ll up to a curfe(}, hardening, {lupifying profllerity, 
than \\fllic11, no nate on earth, is nlore to be dreatletl.--
Chriftian! never fuffer an anxiety aoout your outward 
nate to fupplant or gD before, or even to be feparateu froln 
a «oncern, tllat yotl may 11()t be founel ,vanting when 
weighecl il~' tile balallce of lIle fallCtuary. 



3. Let me befeech you to adore the wifdom, jufiice and 
mercy of God, in the order he hath dlablifhed, aecording 
to the different nature of the promifes. ~rhat which is of 
nloft, nay, properly fpeaking, of unfpeakable value, zoo 
radically contains all the refi, is placed firn in order, and 
offered \0 the moO: free and gracious manner, without 
money and without price. Salvation is preached i:o the 
chief of finners, and a Saviour held fortIl as able to fave 
to the utt(!rmofi: all that come to God by him. Many 
ufes might be made of this, but the lingle ure I intend to 
make of it, at prefent, as conneCted with the duty of trull. 
is to filence the complaints of envy and impatience. How 
prone are many to look with an evil eye upon the more 
extenfive poffeffions an(l greater apparent Ollt~\'aTd com
fort which others enjoy? Does it not aftonifh you to think 
how much unbelief and ingratitu(le there is ill thofe re
pining thoughts? l\1eannefs of rank, and poverty of nate. 
are no hinderance at all to an interefi in Chrifl, and a 
right to everlafiing life. Nay, the gofpel is. preached to 
the poor.-Manya Lazarus has been carried by the an
gels to Abraham's bofom, while the rich and luxurious 
have lifted up their eyes in torments. '~tin you, can you. 
dare you then complain? Will you envy the man of the 
,,'orId, his fiately p.alace-his elegant furniture, and his 
fumptuous fare? 'JVhat is the ampleR portion ill the pre. 
kIlt life compared \\tith the fure mercies of Davi(l? ""~hat 
thild of Gocl would exChatlge \vitll any \vicked man a 
prifoll for a palace, or a fcafiold for a throne? 

I befeech you to add to aU this, that, even with regard 
to prefent peace or comfort, ther~ is no comparifon be
tween a good man anc} a bad. " A mail'S life doth not 
U confift in the abundance of the things which he poffdfes." 
'This is a truth not only often repeated in the facred ora
cles, but \vritten ill tIle cleareli: and moil: legible charac
ters in the hifiory of Providence.-Nay, even indepen ... 
dently of .virtue or religion itlcdf, every human calamity 9 

whether arifing from faeknefs, reproach, contention, fear. 
or ungratified defire, rages with greater \'iolent,;!· in the 
higher, than in tile }o\\"er fiatiol\S of life. 1\ \Ylin antI 
tonceite(l rnollarch once iel}.t to afl~ :tt ~11 heat!!tll oracle, 
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who was the happieO: man on earth? and met with a de. 
ferved difappointment in the reply. If we fhould put a 
queftion muah more profitable, as well as much more ea. 
:lily refolved, in what rank of life the DIOn exquifite human 
rnifery has been found? I have no doubt but it ought to 
be anfwered, upon a throne. Experience will always ra. 
tify the. wife man's obfervatioA: Better is a dinner oj' 
herbs 'Where /OfJt is t tban a stalled ox Dnd hatred there. 
'fJJith. A fanB:ified lot is an ineftimable treafure. The 
bleffing of God on a cruife of oil, and a pot of meal, is 
better than inexhaufiible mines of gold and filver. What 
caufe of contentment and patience to :!le child of God! 

In the Iaft place, you may learn from what has been 
faid on the fubjea, what is the plainefi, thefhorteft, and 
indeed the only fure way to deliverance from diftrefs or 
calamity of whatever kind. It is to fly to the mercy of 
God through tIle blood of Chril1, to renew the exercifes of 
faith in him, and, in proportioll as it pleafes God to fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, you will perceive 
every other covena!l!-ble1ling flow clear and unmixed 
from this inexhaufted fource. ,It \vililead to repentance, 
humiliation and fubmiffion. The fanaified ure ·of the af. 
flitlion will be obtained, and this brings deliverance of it. 
felf; for no rod will be continued longer, than it hath an. 
fwered its eud. At any rate, when fuffering is neceffary, 
grace, to fuffer with patience, fhall not be withhdd.
Would you have any more, and is not this remedy always 
at hand? Can the pooreft man fay it > not within the 
reach of his purfe? It is, at once, effectual and univerfal. 
It was once raid in contempt of a \Vortl'lY and pious mi. 
niner, that he made fo much of the blood of Chrift, that 
he would apply it even to a broken bone. But bating 
what may be thought indecent in the expreffion, chafer. 
on purpofe to brillg a good man into- ridicule, the thing 
.itfeU~ I make bold to affirm, is a great and a precious 
~ruth.. Faith in tile blood of Chrifi makes a man fu perior 
to ~dl fufferings. It foftens their afpea-it ab~\tes their fee 
verity-nay, it changes their nature. ¥ihen a 'man is 

· \lnder diftrefs or calamity of any kind, and conficiet"s it 
only in itfelf, and independently of his relation to God, 
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it retains its old n3ture, r,nd talles \\lith all tIle bittemefs of 
the original curle; but when it is confide red as limited in 
its nature-ill its meafure and its continuance by a kind 
Saviour, the believer fuhmits to it with patience, as a part 
of his Cre,\tor's \\"ill; bears it with patience in his Re
deemer's ftrength, alld fometimes is enabled to embrace 
it with pleafure, as ferving to carry him to his Father·s 
pre fence. Is this going too far ? No, my dear brethren; 
th~fe are great realities to which the word of God y and the 
experience of his faints, bear united e\7idence. l\fany 
here prefent, I doubt not~ have been witne[es of this truth 
in the carriage of their relations now with God; and not 
a few, I truft, will repeat the tefiimony to fucceeding ages. 
I conclude all with that animated paffage of the apofile 
Paul-2 Cor. iVa 16, 17. '~Forwhichcaufe we faint not; 
" but though Otlr ollt\Vard man perifh, yet the inward man 
" is renewed day by day. For our light affiiaioll, which 
" is but for a moment, \\"orketh for us a far more exceed
" ing and eternal weight of glory." 

\T ot. II. Cc 
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ON THE PURITY OF rHE HEART. 

SERMON 27 • 

.... 
PROVER.BS xxx. 7, 8, 9. 

TTV~ tAing$ Atm~ 1 r~lurftl of tA«, tleny 1ft tA~. ,JOt 6efor~ 
1 di~: T~1IlO'O~ far jl"01ll ~ f1Q1Uty tuUllin; Ki,,~ III~ ~it"r,. 
Frl'Orrty ~r Tit-A~$; ft~tl",~ with food cQMJmi~ntfoT JU, 

kst 1 ~ J"U anti tI~lly tM~, arul soy, tvli, is tM lArlll GT 

Ir~: 16~ PDQr and $IM/, aRil td~ IA~ nanu: of my God i,& .. 
~i.llll.-

l\fy BRETHREN, 

OUR dependent ci)ndition as creatures, and much 
more our dangerous conditiDn as finners, expofed 

to daily temptation, renders prayer a duty of the moft ab. 
folute necemty. You muft all be fenfibIc:!, how frequent 
and pre1ling the exhortations to it are in the holy rcrip
tures. And, illlleed~ there cannot be a better evidence 
of a right temper of mind, than an habitual difpofition to 
the exercife of this duty. 

But as prayer is a neceffary duty, we ought to give the 
J!reater attention to the manner in which it' is performed. 
We ought to afk only for fuch things as are truly rafe and 
ufeful. 'Ve ought alfo to offer up our prayers with im. 
portunity, or refer,'e, according to the nature and com. 

_parative iml,ortance of thofe bleflings we defirc to obtain. 
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AI: our wants are perfe81y known to God; he is alfo the 
bell judge of what is fit for us, and therefore .. our petitions 
fhould be \Veil weighed, and expreffed in fuch terms, as, 
at the falne time that tlley intimate our defires, leave 
much to bimfelf, as tf' the Dlcafure and Inanner of fatis. 
fying them. 

We' have an e~cellent example of this pious and pru
dent condua, in the prayer of the prophet .... ~gur, jun read 
in your hearing. AU his requefts are' fUnlnlcd up in two 
ge!leral heads. Thefe he feems to infifl upon, as abfolute
ly neceffary to afk, with that humble, holy confidence 
which is founded on the divine promife, that if we a1k any 
~hing agreeable to his will, he heareth lIS, He feems aJfn 
to afk them, as what would fully fatisfy hlm, and be fuffi .. 
dent for the comfort pf the prefent life, aDd the happinef:t 
of the life to come. " Two things," fays he, "have I re-
14 quired of thee, deny Dle them not before," or, as it 

_ ought rather to be tranflated, "until I (lie." 
Thefe two requf!fis are conceived in the following terms 

~C, llelnove far from me v~~it)~ an~ lies, give me n~ither 
,~ poverty nor riches." The firft, viz. "remov~ far frpnl 
" me vanity and lies," evidently relates to the ternpt:r of 
his mind, and the ftate of his rOllI. Tile fecond, \'iz. 
" give me neither poverty nor riche~," relates to~ his out
ward condition or circumfiances in the J)refent life. There 
are hvo,things in the general ftruaure of this comprehen~ 
Jive p._aayer, that Inerit you particular attention. Firft, 
1"he order of his requeft; beginn!ng with what is of moft 
importance, the temper of his mind, and his hope towards 
God; and then adding, as but deferving the fecolld place, 
what related to his prefent accomnlOllation. 

Secondly, The connection of his reqllefis. The choice 
he nlakes as to his temporal COllclition, is in ilnJllediate 
and direct lubferviency to his fanCtification. This is plain 
from the arguments with which he preffes, or the reafon~ 
l\Ihith he afIigns for his fecond petition. ~'Gi-Je me nei. 
" ther poverty nor riches, left I be full and deny thee, 
" and lay, whQ is the Lord? or leU I be poor and ileal, 
~' ~l1d ta~e the name of my God in 'ain. n 
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1\{y brethren, I am perfuaded that this fubjca can hard. 
Iy be, at any time, unfeafoDable to a Chrifii3n atrembly, 
as our mifplaced, excdiive, and unreafonable tlefires are 
the greaten enemies to our progrefs in holinefs, as well as 
to our c'omfort an(1 peace. Perhaps~ ho\ve\·er, there are 
fome drcumfiances that render it peculiarly proper for 
this auditory. Young perf ODS are very apt to cherifh vall 
and ooulldlefs defires as to outward things; and havin~ 
I}ot yet experienced the deceitfulnefs of the world, are apt 
to entertain exceffi,,-e and extravagant hopes. The truth 
is, rich and poor, young and old, may here receive a lef. 
ion of tile utmofi Innment. . 

Let me therefore intreat your atteption, \vhile I endea. 
vor to open a~d impro\'e this paffage of the holy fcrip
tures; beginning, at this time, with the 'rn requefl~
•• Re.l.ove filr from me vanity and lies." 

In difcourfing on which, I win endeavor, 

I. To explain the import of it, or fhew nt what it chief~ 
ly points, and to what it may be fuppofc:d to extend. 

II. A pply the ful~ea for y~)Ur inflru';Uon and direCli. 
Oil. 

I. I am to explain the import of the prophet's prayer, 
or {hew at what it chiefly points, and to what it may be 
fuppofed to extend, in the petition, "Remove far from 
"me vanity and lies." Ffhc word ccaniry, efpeciaUy when 
it is joined, as it i~ frequently in fcripture, with lying, or 
lies, is of a very large and comprehenfive fignification. 
"fhe word in the original, tranllated 'lJatliry, properly fig
nifies ligbtncss or emptiness~' and lies fignify Jalsthood, 
in Oi)})oiition to trlltb. . 

I imagine we thaU have a cle~r conception, both of the 
nleallillg all(l force of this phrafe, if we make tile follow. 
ing remark: God himfdf is the great fountain of life and 
exiftencc; the great I AM, as he emphaticaIJy Ryles him
felf to lVlofes; the original and the only reality, if I may 
fo fpeak. All other beings have only a dependent and 
precarious exifience; fo tllat the creation itfelf, tllOUgh 
~is own work) compare4 to him, is vanity. "\Tanity of 
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" vanities, faith the preacber, vanity of yanities, aU is VI. 

" nity." Therefore, in a particular manner, the word is 
often UJt:d to deflote the folly of all idolatrous worfhip; or 
the giving the refpea and honor to any thing elfe, which 
isdue to Crad alone. "They have nloved me to jealoufy 
~, \Vith that which is not God, they have provoked me to 
" anger \vith their vanities. Are there any among the 
"vanities of tIle Gentiles, that can caufe rain; or can 
u the heavens give fhowers, art thou not be, 0 Lord our 
" God." 

Sometimes it is ufed to denote the folly or ttnprl!fito/lle-
IItSS of any vice, and particular]}' of an ill .. foundecl con· 
~eit of ourfelves, as well as of alJ fraud and diffimuJation, 
in word or aCtion. So that thi3 pra}'er for our fouls, fhort 
as it appears to be, when confidered in its full extent, will 
be fOUlld to contain a great variety of important matter,
TJlis I fllall endeavor to give you a brief account of, under 
the follo\ving particulars. 

I. 'Ve are hereby taugbt to pray, tbat we may be pre
ferved by divitle grace, from all falle and erroneous prill
ciples in religion; fo as we may neither be deceived by 
tlleln ourielves, nor any \\·ay infirumental ill deceiving 
Dthers. This, by what has been ftlid of the ufe of the 
words in fcri pture, appear~ to be implied in the requeft, 
and it is of more moment than fome are willing to allow. 
rfhe underfianding being the leading faculty, an error 
tbere, fpreads its unhappy influence through the whole 
temper and life. 'Vhereas, on the contrary, light in the 
nlind produces fidelity and fecurity in the confcience, and 
tendernefs in the conve.rlation. You nlay obferve, that 
throllgh tlle \vhole hiftory of tIle Old Tefialnent, idolatry, 
or a departure from t:le know]~dge and worfhip of the true 
God, is tIle leading fin, and the fruitful fource of every 
other viciCJlaS praCtice. 'Ve fometimes, inclce(i, feeln to 
nand aflonif1u:d at the exceffive pronenefs of the ancient 
Jews to this Jin. But we need only a little refleCtion to 
difco';er, that all evil llcart of unl)eJicf continues the i:1me 
at bottom, and daily produces the like dangerous efftCls. 
Iiow prone have men been in all ages, to depart from the 
f~mplicity of the truth In how many diU,rcnt fhapcs 
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have they perverted it! One age, or one country, has 
been pollut~d by one error, and another by an oppofite, 
impelled by the unftable and irregular fancit's of men t't 
corrupt minds. In the laft age, the great theme of the 
carnal reafoner was, to attempt to expofe the fcripture 
doClrine of God's certain knowledge, and predfe ordina.. 
tion of all events; and in this, fate and necefiity ha\'e 
bec\lme the firong hold of infidelity, and are embraced, or 
feern to be embraced, by every enemy of true religion 
without exception. Error, fhifting its ground, indeed, is; 
but natural; for lying vanities are innumerable; but the 
true God is the fame" yefic'."uay, to day, and forever." 

At tllis very time, hOlY ai)()Ulltlillg and prevalent is in .. 
fidelity, calling in quefiion the nloR important and fun
damental princi pIes, both of natural and rev.ealed religion! 
And how properly is this defcribed, by the expreffion in 
the text, 'Danity andJi£s; for it always takes its rife from 
tbe pride and vanity of the human heart! Sometimes a 
pride of underftanding, which afpires to pafs judgment on 
things far above its reach, and condemn things long be~ 
fore they are examined and underftood: Sometimes, alfo, 
from a pride of heart, or felf-fufficiency, th:lt is unable to 
en<lure tIle humbJing an(l morti(~1ing vie\\·, given us in 
fcripture, of our charaaer ancl {late. Oh 110\., readily do 
nlen tllrn afide from the trutll! ,~rjth \"hat greeclinefs da 
they drink !n the flattering but deflrudive poifon! Need 
I point out to you the fatal efieCts of ruch principles taking 
pllce? It loofens the obligations to obedience, takes off 
the eclge of tIle reproofs of confcience, an(} thus removillg 
reflraints, leaves men, in the emphatical language of the 
holy fcripture, "to walk in the ways of their own h~ts, 
" ancl in tIle fight of'tlleir o\vn eyes." 

But in this requefi, "remove far from me vanity and 
"lies," I would not have you confine your views to the 
morl grofs infidelity and avowed oppofition to God. Pray 
alfn, that you may be preferved from error, or mifiake oi 
any kind; but efpeciaJIy ruch as have the greaten influ
ence 011 tIle fllbtli.tnce of relio-ion. o 

A clear apprehenlion of the holy nature, and righteous 
go\"'crnlncnt of Gotl ..... ·tlle il1f1nite e\·il of fill----the tou11(la~ 
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lion of , ur peace in the blood of the atonement-and tIM! 
tenewit .. .,f our natures by the Holy Ghan, ftem to me 
abfolutely :'ece!f~ry to true and undefiled rdigion. .And 
~hey are the truths, which particularly ferve to exalt the 
Creator; and lay the creature in the dun. When, there
fore; we confider how grateful to corrupt nature every 
thing is, that tends to fofter pride-to create fecutity, and 
tet the mind at eafe, in the indulgence of fin; we mull be 
~enfible of how great importance it is., to pray for divine 
direCtion, and divine prefervation. Nothing is more dan
gerous [0 men tllan conficlence al1d prefuffii1tion-notlling 
Jnore ufeful in faith and practice, than humility and feU".. 
(lenial. -
. 2. This prayer implies, a defire that we may ~~ pre...; 

ferved from fetting our affe8ion~ on fuch objeCls, as are 
but vain and unfatisfying, and witI, in th(. end, difappoint 
our expectation. I take this to IJe not only a part, but a 
very important part of the prophet's meaning. The 
world is the great Jource of temptation; the powerful an(l 
tlohappy influence of which \ve may daily fee; Qr rather; 
all of us daily and fenfibly feel. \Vhat is it poffeffes the 
taney, mifleads the judgment, inflames the affeCtions, 
confumes the tilne, al1d ruins the foul, but tl1efe prefent 
elljoyments, of \vhich tIle V\/ifefi: of men, after a full t. ial 
of them, 11atll left us their cllaraEter 'Va1zi!)' if cuanities. 

I am fellfibIe that I have now entered upon a fuhje€~f 
which is far from being difficult to enlarge upon, and yet 
perl~aps, very difficult to treat with propriety, or in fuch 
a Illanner, as to ha,'e.the intended effeCt. Tllere 1S no· 
thing more eafy tllan, in a boltl (leclamatory way, to (lraw 
pia~res of the vanity of human life. It hath been done 
by thollfat1ds, when,- after all tlleir brokell fchemes, al1d 
difappointed vieu's, they have jufl: fuffered fhipwreck up
Oil tile coafl: of the encllantecl l::\nd of 110pe. But from fuell 
men ,ve may eXI)eCt to 11ear tIle langllage of defpair, ra
tller than of ~xpet·ience; and a~ it is too late for tile in .. 
~trl1C1:ion of the futfcrers, fo it very rarely has any effeCt 
in \Varl1i11g otllers to a\'oitl the c.lal1ger. ,\Tl1at 1 ,,\roul(l~ 
therefore, willingly attempt, is, to confider thi§ matter in 
_ fober fcriptllral lieht; if fo be that it may pleal<: GOl.l 
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to r.irry conviction to our hearts, and make it t·u1y ufe
ful, both to fpeaker :lPd hearers. 

Let ale, tJlerefore, . ny bretJlren, point out to YOll, pre .. 
~ifdy, ~ •. ~"'"ein the yanity of the ,,,·orld fieth. The world, 
in itfdf, IS the workman!hip of God, anc! eve-y thing that 
Js lIone iii it, is by the ordination, :lr permiffion of God. 
As fuch, it is good, and may be nfed in fubferviency to 
his honor, and our own peace. But through the corrup
tion of our nature, tilt: creatore becolnes the rival and 
competitor of the Creator for oui" hearts.-1Vhen We place 
our fupreme h\lppinefs upon it, inllead of In, ~.ing it a 
Dlean of leading us to Gocl, thell its illberent vanity iln
nlediately appears.-'Vhen men allow themfdves in the 
indulgence of vicious ple~ft1res, how juftly may they be 
called Y)(ilzitj aNd lies? They are fmiling and inviting to 
~ppearance, but how dreadful and defirucUve in their ef. 
feBs? """Vhoredom and wine, and new wine take away 
~' the heart." Thofe who rcfufe to be confined by the 
laws of piety and fobriety, "aitlly thitik they are walking 
~t lioerty, when tlley are bringing tl1enlfelves into flib. 
jeaion to the fevereft and moll. inflexible of aU maIlers. 
ReJd the jan and nriking def~ription, by Solomon, of the 
effects of \Vll0redoln; alld refl<.:u on the illnumerable ca. 
lari1ities brougllt,. iii ever}' ~ge, 011 iJerfons an(l farllilies 
by unbridled luU. See alfo the efi::t1s of intemperance 
ana excefs-" \Virie is a mocker, flrong drink is raging, 
t, and \vhofoever is deCeiv~(1 thertby is not wife." And 
again: "the drunkard ~nu glutton thall come to poverty. 
l' Look not ui10J1 tIle \\Tihe \\ti1Cn it is red, \\~hen it givetll 
t, its colollr iil tIle CUI), wIlen it movetI-. itfelf arigllt; at 
~t lC1:~l:, it L1iteth lil<e a ferpe11t, al1d fiil1getll like all adcler.'; 

1'hink on the unhappy confequences, ofdilhcneny and 
fralld. '~Breau of (l~ceit is i\veet to a Illal1, uut afttr
l, wards his mouth fhall be filled with gravc;!.~t ... ··You may 
a1fo fee, in innumerable paft\ges of fcripturc, that opprtJ: 
lion of others, as it is a fin of the deepen dye, fo it is ofte~ 
i·ernark~ll)ly ov~rtal\.ell, and punifhccl in tbe cour!e of Pro. 
Vidence, even in the preterit life. "Envy thou not tbe 
~' oppreffor, and choote none of his \\,lyS; for the froward 

V OLe II. I) ,I 
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c' is abomillation to the Lord, but his fetret is \vith tIle 
"righteous. The curfe of the Lord is ill the hOllfe of the 
" wicked, but he bleffeth the babitation of the jull." 

But there is fomething more in this requefl, than being 
preferved from prafiices direcUy vicious; for the fetting 
of our hearts llpon \vorJ(lly things, antI making them our 
chief portion and de1ight, is certainly f(!eking after vanity 
and lies. They are far from affording that happinefs and 
peace, which we demand of them, and expeCt from them. 
" A little tllat a righteous man hath, is l1etter than the 
'e riches of many \vicl<ed." Can there be any thillg Dlore 
comfortable to e:~perience, than that firong eXI)rt:{fion
" Tho:} preparefl a table for me in the .)refence of mine 
" enemies, thou anointefi mJ' heacl \vitll oil, m)' cup rUD
c, neth over. " You may alfo fin(l ill tIle \'v·ord of God, 
many \\'artl in~s of the folly of thole, \vho travel in the 
patll of anlb:tion, and put their trllfi ill man. " SllTely 
." men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree 
" are a lie. Put not your truft in princes, nor in the fon 
" of mall, in whom there is no llelp. Hal)PY is he that 
~ hath the God of Jacob for his hell_\ who!e hope is in the 
'"' Lord Ilis Gael." But the moft comprellenfive renlark 
t)f all upon tllis [ubjeCt is, that hUlnan life itfelf is 10 ex
ceedingly· precarious, tl1at it mull: \vrite 'vanity and emp
'tinerS"' on eve-ry thil1g, tlle poffeffion an~:1 ute of \vhicll is 
confilled to the prefellt ftate. " Bcllo1(1 thou haft made 
" nly days as an llan,l-breacltll." \Vhat a flriking piCl:llre 
does our Lor(1 <lra,\' of the vanit}F of 11llinall happinefs, 
in tllat parable of the grOtll1d of the rich Inan, \\·hicll 
brol1~ht forth plentifull}7? \' 1"\n(1 he; tllought ,vithin liim
" felf, Llyillg, \Vllat fll'lll I do, becaufe I lla\ie no roonl 
,~ \Vllere to befio"r nly fruits ?', -AI1CI \\'Ilile tllis lllan i3 
k<.:utoufly empioyed in making provifion t,)1" a long and 
happy life, "God laid nnto him, thou fool, this night than 
,~ tllY fOll1 be reql;irc(l of tllce, tIlerl ,,\rlloi~ thall tl10fc tl1illg3 
,~ be \vhich tl10l1 Ilafi proviclt:(ll') 

1'11e \\rllolc of tIle I)rece<lil'g rCf)refetltatio11 nlay?!1e 
f\101nled IIp ill this exccllellt leJltence of tl1e 'vif~ nlan: 
" rrhe \,;i(;l~e(l \\1orketll a clect::tfl!l ,,,orl\.; {ltlt to llinl t}~f~t 
(JI,. fOWGth righteoufly illaH be a 1ure reward .. " 

, 
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Now, my brethren, need I add, how prone we are to 
be led afiray, in a greater or lefs degree, 1.y fuch " vanity 
u and lies ?"-I do not inlift upon the many "itiims, 
which, in every age, have been feen to faU by the cl~nruc. 
tive hand of vice. How many have been ruined by Jun, 
nain by intemperance .. or beggared hy difhonefiy! But I 
intreat you panicuJarJy to obfcr,"e, that ,,·hell \\'e ret our 
aff~aions immoderately upon any earthly objell or enjoy. 
lnent, or wIlen the)' are not truly lanaifif~', J10W mllch 
they difappoint our expeflation in pofTeflion. and what 
leenes of di!lrefs we prepare for our{eJves by their re. 
moval. 

3. This requeft, "remove far from me ,ran;ty and lies," 
implies, that God would gracioufly prefen-e us from de. 
ceiving ourfelves, and thinking our t:haraC\er beuer, and 
our flate farer tllan it realJ\7 is. '~7hcn \\~e take a vie\v of 

• 

the Rate of the \\'orld, and the condutl of thofe \vho ha\-c 
not yet call: off aU belief of eternity and a jsdgment to 
come, it i~ impoffibJe to account for their iecurity, but by 
a great degree of kJfdeceit. \Ve may fay of them with 
the propt~et Ifaiah, "He feecleth of afhes; a decei\-ed heart 
" hath tunled him afide, that he cannot deliver his fcul, 
" nor fay, Is there not a lie in nly right hand ?" And from 
the repreientation given by our S:\\'iour, it is plain, that 
many fhall continue in their minaa~e, and only be unde
ceived at the Ian day. U Not everyone that faitb unto me, 
"Lord, Lord, fbaH enter into the kingdom of bea\~en. '. 
How awful a reflet1:ion this! Hvw dreadful a difappoint
me:lt to (lifco\'er our Dlilery, only \Vllell tllere is no nlore 
hope of efcaping it! Is there not a pollihility of this being 
the cafe \vith many of you, my brethren; and do you not 
tremble at the thought ? I wouid not with any, in gene
raj, to give way to a fpirit of bondage: or fiavilh fear; but 
the b~fl: of tIle cIliluren of God Ila\ge of tell difcoveretl tltis 
holy jealoufy of themfelves. " 'Vho can underftand Ilis 
U errors? Cleanfe thOU·llle from fecret faults. Keei) back 
" thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous fins; Jet them not 
~, have dGlminion over me, then lhall I be upright, and I 
" fhall be innocent from the great tranfgreffion.·· .And 
~~..\hl; "Search me, 0 God, and know Iny heart; try 
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"me, and know my thoughts; and fee if tb~re he 301 
" wicked way in nle, and lead me in the way everlafting .. " 

This leads me naturally to add upon this f!lbjttl. that 
we ought to pray for pre'ervalion from felf-deceit, as to 
particular branches of Ot-r ch:araBer and condua, as well 
as oor general ftate.-Many, even upon the whole good 
men, are QCCafionaJly and infenfihly brought, for a feafon, 
under the din:tlion of finful paflions. They 01a1 be in
t!ulrin~ themfelves w;thout ftifpicion, in ,,-hat is, notwith
ft:anding fe:aUy provokin~ tc God, injurious fir offt:nfive to 
others, and, in the ilTlie. hortfu) to their o\\'n ~ace. They 
may be m~king an cnjo.y lllent a hlcnt, a RJa!ion ~n illol, 
wh~n the}r think they are keeping within the bounds of 
dt:t\1>.. 1'h~,· 11la,- be illtllll~i\l~ a li'lft,) refentment, when 

.... .... " 

~he} t!lillk ;hey .\n! prolUo!iug tb! :.:.k~r}· of God.. Many 
an exc,!J~ f'Or 11eglC!c\ill~ \'Olllm,lolJe,j \Itity, (Innl pnl(lc:nce 
ordimcclty, lati~fies ourE.!t't"s, wh!ch wiU not nand in the 
day of trial. Wh.l.t r~afon for the prcphet~s pny~r in the 
fenfe jull no\v affibncd, .. ~ Remove: fur fronl me vanity and 
" lies,~~-

4- In the ne~t place, this ~queft implie~ a defire to 
be prel~rvC!(l frolll pride and felf-conceit, tlllOn allY tiabje8. 
There is Ilot a~y thIng that ,lft'ords a tlrollger evidellce ot' 
our bein~ un:l«)uainted with ourltl\'es, and our O\\"n ftate. 
thaD that propc:llfity to pride and vanity, \,-hie)l is fo com. 
~lon to llS all. It is thOllght b)· nlany, that priclc ,,-as the 
fin of the angels, that cail t~em <1o,,"n to heil. It is plain, 
that pride was the nlain ingr~liellt in the firli fin of nlao. 
And perllaps it is :1 jllft and Jlropcr (Ie!cripiiotl (if all fin as 
(uch, that it is a uo::thronios: of God, and fenini! up fdf to 
be loved, honcrctt and ferve(i in his rOODl. This fin is 
b,' no meallS cOllfinec:l to the worft of men, ill whom it . . 

hath an abfo)llte (tominion; bilt retains and difco\:ers all 

unhappy influence in t!le ,'ery' befl.-Every thi .. ~g may be 
the fuel 9f pride: our perfons, our perf~rmances, our re
lations, our poflcffions ; nay, in pliah!e, autl at the lame 
time fo prepoRerol~S is this difpolition, that men are fcund 
fometimes pro II (I of tlleir \'er)· vices allllllt'l~tls. Bllt 
110\V ill do pride and vanity fnit filch poor mortals as we 
~re, who feem born but to die ?-\Vho an.er paU~ng 
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tJ.rough :1 lcil~r or fhorter reries of weakneffes, difap. 
pointmen!s and troubles, muft, at laft, be laid in the filent 
~ve, to moulder in the dull. '\ge are dependant crea
tures, who have nothing, and can have nothing but what 
we rer .. ive from the unmerited favor of God. '\7 e are 
ullwire and ignorant creatures, who know nothin)! to the 
bottom, and therefo~, are liable to continual mifia.~C!s in 
our cor:duB:. 1"bofe among us, who have the greateR: 
(omprehenfion of Dlind, and know mon, as it ferves to 
fhew tbe comparative ignorance of the bulk of mankind, 
fo it lerve!; to convince themfelves how little they do 
know, and how little they can know after all, compared 
with \\'h~t is to theln tlnfearchable. 

But aoove aJI, \lte are finful creatllres, \vho have render
ed ourlelves, by our guiit, the jun ol~eas of divine difplea. 
lilre. Is there an}~ who dares to plead exenlption from 
this ch.ratler ? And do pnde and vanity become tbore, 
t~ whom they manifc::ftly belong? Can any thing be more 
foolifh .. th:tn intluiging ruch difpofitions? There is a "ery 
jdn expreflion of one of the apocryphal writers: "Pride 
,~ \vas not m~de for man, 110r a high look for him tllat is 
,~ bom of a woman." Indeed they are fo evident1y un· 
fuitable to our fiate and circuDlfiances, that Olle \vouJd 
thillk, "lte fhou1d need no higher pr.inciple than our own 
reafon and obfervatioll to keep us fi-ee frOID them. 'Ve 
(10, Il~\Ve,,·er 1 need the nloft earnen and affiduous addrefl: 
~s to the throne of grace, to have all pride aJld \ranit}~ re
moved fronl us.-How t!ateful is pricie to God! \.,\Te are 
told, U he n:filleth the proud. n On the contrary, no dif. 
politioll is more amiable in Ilis figJlt, thall hurnilit}r. "He 
~\ gi\~~th grace to the llumblc." And again: ,c. To this 
., Dla!l \\·ill I look, even to llim that is poor and of a COl1-

~, trite fllirit, and trembletll at D1Y "'ord. I"~or thus faitll 
~t the high ~nd loft)9 One, that inhabiteth eternit)" \\-]lofe 
!-' name is holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
" him alfil, (hat is of a contrite and humble fpirit; to re. 
" \,i\'"e the rpirit of the Ilumble, and to revive tIle Ilcart of 
" tIle contrite ones." 

It mull., therefore, be the duty, and interefi of e\'ery 
goq;i man) nQt only to refill pride and \'anity» but to 
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make it a part of his daily fapplication to God, that he 
may effeClually be d~livered from both. 

5. In the lafi: place: This requeft implies adefire to be 
delivered from fraud and diffimulation of every kind. I~ 
is one of the glorious attributes of God, that Ile is a God 
of truth, who \vill not, and who cannot lie. He alfo re .. 
quires of all his fervants, and is delighted with truth in 
the inward parts. But there feerns to be fome difficulty 
in this part of the fubjeCl, nl0re th:!n in t.~e others. Some 
,,·ill fay, ,,'hy pray to be (lelivered fronl fraud and diJIi,nu
Jatioll? This Illight be an exllortation to the finner, bllt 
cannot be tIle prayer of tile J>el1itent. If they are fincere 
in their prayer" it feerns impoffihle there can be any dan. 
~er of fraud. Fraud implies deliberation and defign; and 
thOllgh it Ol:l}' be conceale<l fron) ot~lers upon whom it is 
exertifed, it can never be concealed from the perron in 
whom it (l\vells, an(i by lvhom it is conlrivell. 1'his is 
the very language of forne reafoners, \y ho ill fer from it, 
that though there are many other fins to which a. man may 
be li"ble \vithout knowing it, yet tllis call never be tIle 
cafe with diffimlllation. 

But, my brethren, if we confider how apt men are, 
upon a fudden temptation of fear or fbame, or the prof.. 
pea of fome advantage to themfelves, to depart from flriCl: 
veracity, and even to jullify to their o\vn Ininds, rome 
kinds an(} degrees of deceptiotlS t \ve fbaJi fee the abfolute 
neceffityof making this a part of our prayer to God. Nay, 
~rhaps I may go further and fay, that we are as ready tQ 
deceive ourfelves in this point as in any other. 

Upon tllis important lilbjeCt, tllere is one confideratioQ 
lo which I earneftly intreat your attention, Thorough fin
cerity, fimplicityand truth, upon every fubjeCt, have, in. 
the world, fo much the appearance of weaknefs; and on 
the contrar}·, being able to manage antI over-reach others, 
has fo Illuch tIle appearance of fuperior \vif(lom, that mell 

. are very liable to temptation from this quarter. It is to 
be lamented that our language itfelf, if I may fo fpeak, 
has received a crilnitlal taint; for in comlnOl1 (lifcourJe 
the expreflio:l, a plain well-meaning mall is always ap .. 
prehended to imply, together with fincerity, rome desr~; 

.-
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or wt3:{nefs; nlthough, jnd~edt it is a char:!fter of all 
others the mon noble. In recommendation of this cha
raaer let me obferve, that ill tllis, as in all the pzrliculars 
mentioJle(l above, "the \vicketl worketh a (}eceitful ~·ork ; 
.. bilt he that walketh uprightly walketh furely_" Suppo
finK a man to have the prudence and difcretion not to 
fptJk without neceffity, I affirm there is no e'nd which 
a good man ought to aim at, which may not be more cer
tainly, fafely, and fp:::edily obtained by tbe flriUeft and 
moll inviolable fincerity, than by any aas of diffimulation 
whatever. 

But after all, what figni~y any ends of prefent conveni
ency, which diffimulation may pretend to anfwer, COli).. 

parc:d to the favor of God, which is forfeited by it ? Hear 
what the Pfalmift fays. "'\Tho lliall abide in thy taber-
1& nade, who thall dwell in thy holy hin? He that walketh 
" uprightly and workedl righteoufnefs, and fpeaketh the 
" trutll ill his heart."--Let us, tllcrefore, add this to the 
other \,ie\,·s of the pro))het's comprehenfive prayer-" Re. 
" D10VC far frOID me \~allit}, ancllies. " 

For the improvement of this part of the fubjeCl:, ob
fer\ge, 

I. You may learn fi'om it how to attain, not only a 
jnfinefs ~!:1d propridy, but a reaJinefs and rulnefs in the 
dut}) of pra)~er. 

l~c!hing is a greater hinderance, either to the fervency 
of our affeClions, or the force of our expreffions in prayer, 

~ than when the objeCt of our defires is confuJed and gene
ral. Bllt \\,llen \\?e perceive clearly what it is that is need
ful to us, an(1110\\' Inucll \\?e do need it, t}lis gi\~es us, in .. 
deed, the fj)irit of fupplication. Perhaps it is more ne .. 
ceffary to attend to this circumftance, in what we afk for 
our fouls than tor our bodies. When we want any thing 
that relates to prefellt COI1\1eniency, it is c1early ul1derfiood, 
hecaufe it is fcnfibJy fdt.-1'here is no difficuity in crying 
for deliverance from poverty, ficknefs, reproach, or any 
other earthly fufFering; nay, the difficulty here is not in 
exciting our uefires, l)llt in nloderatin~ theln: not ill pl·O. 
ducing fervor, but in promoting fubmiffion: But in what 
relates to our louIs, bccaufe many or mort temptations are 
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agreeable to the Belli, we forefee danger lefs perftClly, and 
even feel it lefs ienfibl)"; therefore, a alore and deliberate 
attention t~ Ol1t fituation and trials, as opened in the pre
ceding dircourfe, is of the utmon moment, '" both to carry 
" us to the throne of grace, and to direct our fpirit whell 
" \ve are there." 

2. \Vhat hath been fai(l \vill ferve to excite us to Ila • 
. ~itual watchfulriefs, and to direCt our daily converfation. 
The fame things that are the fubjeCts of prayer, are aHa 
the objeCls of diligence.-Prayer and diligence are joine<1 
by our Saviour, and ought never to be feparaicd by his 
people.-P~yer \vithollt watchfulnefs is l1ut fincere, a11l1 

"'atchfulnefs without prayer will not be fuccefsfuI. The 
fame views of fin and duty-of the flrength and frequency 
bf temptation, and the weaknefs of the tempted, lead 
equally to both. Let rile befeech you then, to walk cit". 
cumfpeClly. not as fools, but as wife. Maintain an ha
bitual diffi(letlce of vourl~Ives-Attend to the var:ous dall .. 

J 

gers t6 which you are expofed. Watchfulnefs of itfelf 
will fave you fiom many tenlrjtations, and will .hive YOQ 
~n io\varu \varrant, ancI ilulllb!e C.ollfidellce, to ark of God 
fupport under, alld deliverance from fucll as it is impoff.l
ble to avoid. 

3. hi the lan place, flnce every thing comprehended iI1 
the petition ill tIle text, is \,iewed in tIle ligl1t of f'1.1feilOod 
and (leceit, fufl-er nle, in the mofi earllefi: 111anrier, to re:' 
commend to nly l1earers, ancl particlliarl)1 to ail t)le young 
perfons under my care, "an invariable adherence to 
.. ( trutll, and the Inofi 1111di(~uire(1 fi"1plicit}1 allC) fiJ1Cerity 
te ill tIle whole of their cOl1verfaticn ::111l1 carriage." I (ia 
not ktlO\V wllere to llegitl or c!1d in fpeal-~illg of t11~ excel. 
lency and beauty of {hicerity, or the baltnels offalfehood.
Sirlcerify is atlliable, llollorablc allei profitab'Ie. It is the 
mon fh'ning part of a commendable charatler, and the 
moti: winning apology for any milcarriage or unadvifecl 
action. 1'here is fC<lrcdy any attion in itfd'f fo had, as
what j's implied iOn the h~nltned front of him who covers · 
tIle trutll \\. itl) a lie: Bc;u(les, it is al\vays a fign of lOllg 
practice in wickeclnefs. Any man may be ieduceu or 
furprized into i;l fault, but none but the habitual villain 
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('an deny it with fier.dy calmnefs and obfiin::cy. In thig 
rdpetl:, \\;e unhappily find fome who are young offenders, 
t.,ut fllel linners. 

It is not in religion only, btlt even among ,\yorldJy 
men, that lying is counted the utmoft pitch of bafenefs; 
and to be called a. liar the most insupportable reproach. 
No \vonder, intlee<.1, for it is the \~ery effence of co"\\'ar{lice 
to ll3re to ()o a thing \\'hiel) }'OU have not courage to avo\v. 
The very worfl of finners are fenfible of it themfe1ves, for 
they deeply relent the imputation of it; and, if I do nct 
nliflake, ha\'e l1ever )"et arri\fec ,It the abfilT(iit}, of (It:fen~l
ing it. "fllere is fcareely an}T other crime, but fome arc 
profligate enough to boaft of it; but I do not remember 
e\?er to 11ave hear() of any WllO lna(le 11is boafl, that he ..:,:a~ 
a liar. To cro\vn all, Jying is the meft \\Tretchecl f(llJ}'. 
Juflly does Solomon fay: "A lying ton~ue is but for a 
"moment." It is eafily difcovered. l'ruth is a finn 
confiUent thing, every part of which agrees with, and 
firongly fllpports another. But lies are not on1y repug
nant to truth, but repugnant to each other; antI comlnOll-
1y the means, ];ke a treacherous thief, of the cleteC\:ion of 
the \vllole. 14f.c tlle, tl1erefore, once more recommend to 
every one of you, the noble 'charaCler of fincerity.-En4 
(leavor to efiablilh your credit in this rerpeCt 1'0 entirely, 
that every word you fpeak m~y be beyond the imputation 
of deceit; 10 that enenlies may, themfelves, be jenfible, 
that thOtlgh }70U fhould allure tlle'm, you \,yill never de
cei\?e them. 

"01.,. II. Ee 
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SEEKING A COl\,fPETENCY IN ·fl!E "~JSI)O]\1 0' 

PROVIDE~~CE. 

SERl\iON 28. 

----~ ... -

PROVER:3S xxx. 8. 

Give me 1zeit/itl· poverty 120r ric/Its,. feed 111e lvithjood C!)'W~~ 
11ieJlt f Q,- 1nr. 

I PROCEED 110W to con fider the fecond bral1ch of the 
prolJl1et's pra}'er, \\7hiell regards }lis out\vard condition 

or circumfiances, in the prefent world. On this fllbjeCl: 
he exprefies himfelf thus: "Give me neither poverty nor 
" riclles. " 

Do not think, my brethren, that this is a fuhjeCl: of lit
tle importance; or that it is unconnetled with the fpiritu
al life. On the contrary, there are few things of more 
moment, than to have our defires of temporal bleffings 
limited and direCted in a proper manner. ~;ot only is 
worldly mindednefs the everlafling ruin of thore who are 
entirely under its dominion; l1Ut evell good men are lia
ble to man}r temptations from the fame quarter. They 
may hurt their own peace, give offence to others, or lef. 
fen their ufefulnefs by a finful excefs in their attachl1lent 
to the world, or by a criminal negligence in not giving a 
prudent and proper attention to it. Be not furprifed that 
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I lla\'e rnentionell tIle laR of thefe as 't·~lI as tIle firfi, for 
the prophl:t prays fol' deliverance from the temptation 
arifill~ frOII} bot1l extrellles. Idlenefs allu fiotl, are as «.:011-
tl:lr}Y to true religion, as either a,-arice or aillbition; and 
the habit when once taken, is perhaps lDore difficult to 
l-emove. 

In order to treat this fubjetl: with the 1.rcater difiinCt
Jlefs, I fhaJl firfi flle\\F J'OU \vhat lye 111ay learl) ill ~elltral 
fronl tllis pra}~er: iecondly, exp1aill the patticlilar object 
of tbe prophefs defire; and in the Ian place, make ap
vlications of what lnay be raid by rtcomm(;;l~Jinz it to 
J~our choice. 

I. In tIle firfi place, t!len, \ve rna}7 l~aJll ill gellerai fro:n 
this requeft, that it is lawful to pray for temporal hle111ngs. 
It is not un\\~orthy of a Chrifiial1, \\·hofe cOllverfation is 
in heaven, to afk of God, what is neceffary to his fupport 
and prefer\?ation in tIle pref~nt life. If I u:-ere to mcJl
tion all tIle examples of this in fcri))tllre, 1 filoul(l tT&tJl. 

icrit)e a great part of t he Bible. rl"llcugll illferior ill theil
llattlre allli ,"alue \0 fi-\!ritlaal bl~fli(lgS, tIle}? are neCt[ar}' 
ill their l)lace; all(l it is U))C!1 tllis footi!lg tllC}~ are exprcLr
ly put b}~ OLIT Sa\"iolJr. 4\ Your !!~~velll}i l~'atJJer lllO\Vcth 
" tllat }-e lla\~e l1ee(1 of all tllefe tl1i ngs.)~ ·]'ile}F art! l1eed
ful to tile Ilrolo11gillg of our llatllral life till \\·e fi11ifh Ollr 

\vork, all(l are fitled for our rt\\:-ard. 1~llerefore, tllOllgll 
Iniracles are a kind of fufpenfion of the laws of nature, and 
the Qrdillary courJe of 1),'oviJelic~, };et \ve find Go(l fOOle. 

t:nle~ \rorkillg a lllir~l<.:le to fUI)pl}1 the \\rants of llis f~r
"ants. It had been no more difficult for God to have kept 
}~.1ijall froln llUn!!erillg, lIlall to llave 111alle tIle raVCllS !etc!l 
llinl prO\9if:oll; (lr to 11a\?e nlude, ~lS 111 Clilother cafe, ,l 

l)arrel of oleal, or a cruifc of oil, tIle lafiillg al10 fuiliciclit 
!uPt~crt of a \vllole f'lllliI}'. But he c)loofes ratller to f~ll)" 
lIly the: wants of his people, th~n cauie them to ccafe, that 
l!e ln~}' keel) their (l~l)ell(lallCe COll{!alllly ill tllt!ir \lie\v, 
~.nIL1 that a f~nfe of their nccdlitics may oblige them to h~\'(; 
COlltiflual recourfe to 11illl for relief . 

.l-\gaill, \VC tnay llcre learn, that Goel is the rea] al~d 
rrol'cr givt:r of c\'try temporal, as well as of every ii1iri. 
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tual bleffing---\ i~ntilnent this, of the utrnofl confequence, 
10 be eI1rrravcn upon the heart. 'V" e ha\"t! here an inHance 
out of 1l1~UIY, in \v hich truths known anu confeffed by all, 
ha\re not\rithHanding little hold upon the nlind. Ho\v 
je\vare truly i~nfible of t!leir continual obligations to the 
God of life? Confidtr, I bl'{~ech you, that \vhatever you 
)Joffefs of any kind, it the gift of God. He holdeth your 
foul in lire, and guards you by his providence in YOUf go
in;! out anti in your cOining in. lIe covereth your table 
anel fi1!eth your cup. IIa ve you riches? It is by the blefr. 
]n,~ cf the God of heaven-H ]'he ble1fing of the Lord," 
j~llth Solomon, "" it nlaketh rich. But thou fhalt renlcnl
.. ~ ber the Lord thy God, for it is he that giveth thee po\vcr 
'" to get \vea.lth." l-fave you credit and reputation? It is 
God that hideth you fro{u the flrife of tongues. h l"holl 
h 111alt be hid from the icourge of the tongue, neither fhalt 
4'- thou be afraid of ueHruCtion \vhen it cometh." Have 
you friends? It is he that giveth you favor in their fight. 
lIave you talents and parts? It is the in~~l)iri1tioll oj' the 
.. 'Ibnigbty that giveth th~e ~nd~rrrandin6. 

II. L~t us no\\' explain the particular tenor of this pe
tition, and point out the objec! of the prophet's Jefire: 
,,, Give Ine neither poverty nor riches." 1 t is plain \ve 
are not to fuppcfe the prophet, in any degree, r~Eding 
fublniffion to the \vill of G0d, by his thu<i nlaking choi:.:e of 
a p~rticu]ar Hate vf life-Doubtlefs he refolved to bt· at 
(}od's difpofal~ and believed that he:! ,vas ,~ble to f~lnEti[y to 
hinl a Hate of the highell: profperity, or of the de<.:retr. ad. 
\·erfity. It ,vas no dilirufi of God, but felf-denial anti 
d:i1i..lenct of ti~ O\\~n HrenJth, th3.t fac"ygefted t!11s l)raver. 

'J J J 

'fhere[ore, in adjulling his defires and exp~tt3.tions, he 
pitches u pan tb~t Hate that app..:ared t~ h inl liable to the 
fe\veH fllitres. rl~hus our blelleJ S~viour, though it is his 
\vill t,hat 've filould fear no enelny \\'hen going O:'lt in 
divine llrength, yet tcacht,s us to pray_U Leatl us not 
u into tern ptatiQu." 

IJoverty and r\~hes ~re here nlentioneJ ~~ t1L: l \\"0 e=~ .. 
tremcs; in neither of \vhich \ve f1:ct.:ld \v:it tJ be: ·iJ:ared~ 
but in a t~'d'cr tniddl~ b(;t\vecn the t\\ 0; {o as, if it pleafc 
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God, we may neit~r be n~ by preIIing ncctftity nor 
over.1oadcd with luch ~ondance as we may be in danger 
of.bufing. 

But perhaps f~me ~ill fay, .-here i$ tile midtlle: ) low 
fhall we be able to det~rmine wbat we: ought to de6ft') 
fiace there is fo imlnenfe a dill.nee, and (0 Diany int~r. 
mediate deR!~S between the extrem::y of want, and tbe 
countJefs treafures of the wealthy ? 
Bu~ mv brethren, if W~ do no: hearken to th:: iJI.fi\"e 

calls of an;b;tion, avarice :lnd Inft, it is by no means diLli. 
colt to apprehend the lIle:tning of the prophet, and ;lpply 
it to perfons of every n..,k. Regard, no doubt, is to be 
hxl to the varioos n.tiOll$ in which God h~th thOUgllt fit 
to place us.. This difference of fi~ion requires fupplies 
of the COnven!enci~s of liie, ruited to tbe part we :lre 
bound t~ all. ·fha! manner of liie which would be dec~llt 
and libtnl in one fl~tion, would be rttko~ me~n and 
fordid in aDOlher. 'Theref~ wbat _culd be plenty and 
fulners to perfons in inferior ftn;oo~ wcul~ be extreme 
poverty to ~rfons placed" and called to aa, in higher and 
more e~alted fphe~s. Bllt after we have tu~n in the 
c;)nrJd~ntion of every difference tbat may hap~n on this 
fco~, there is fometbing in the pnye!" th:at lw:longs in 
common to PU$!JIU of all staliMS n411le1r, that \\~e fhould 
be modeft in 0\.,. tlefires af~er temporal good tbings, and 
take care not to Uk only to gr~ti(y a (~nfual illclinalion, 
but for what is really necer.:uy or cfefu) to tiS. The lan 
is R~fonabl~ and allowable, the other is unreafoo;tbJe aotl 
jutil, condemned by the .. po'lle J .. mes.. u \? e afk and 
&C recei\"e not .. ~c2.ufe re afk amifs, tbat ye may confume 
ce it llpon VOlir Jufis. " 

But the ~firn part of this requefi. is ex?lained hy the J~Ii. 
co~taincd in the ,,·on1s, tl feed nle witll (O()(l con\"~nicllt 
'c for m~." Th~t we rna)- be able to enter j'lto the true 
fpint of this pt:~;:wn, I fila)) jun compare it ,,-itb (orne 
other fcriptnral forms of prayer on the falne fu bjttt , and 
then endea'·Gr to point out what I take to be the chief in. 
finlB.ion intended to be ccnveyed to us by it. 

As to tl . .! fcripture forms of pnyer for temporal provi
fion, the precedence is undoubtedly du~ to that excenent 
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fonn l~rt us by our S3viol1r, in which we find this petition. 
" Gi\"c us this day our daily bre~ld. " You may next at. 
tcOO to the p'''yer put up by Jacob i:1 ancient times.
" An:l J,cob vowed a vow, J;\yin~, if God will bt: with 
" me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will 
" give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on, fa that I 
" come: again to my father's houft: in peace, then fhall the 
" Lonl be nl)· God." It is Inore tllan prob~bie that the 
apofUc: P.ul anudes to Jacob:s exprefJion, in his excellent 
~vicc to all Chrillians. "But godJinefs wi:h COl1tellt· 

"mcnt is grc:.t gain; for we brought nothing into this 
It world, and it is certain \\·e em carry nothing out; and 
" having fOod and raiment, let lIS be therewith content. 
I' But they that ,viII be rich, fall into temptation and a 
"fnare, and icto nlany fooiifh and hurtful ]ufts, which 
" drown men in deftruftion and perdition-for the love 
u of oloney is tile root of all eviJ, which whil~ fome covet· 
"etl after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced 
" themlelves through with m:lny forrows." 

It is obvious to remark, that all thefe prayers and this 
apoRolic cOl!nfel run in the fame ftrain. They aU begin 
and are founded. upon a regard t!l God, and a mind right
ly difpofed to"'~ards him: "If the Lord," fays Jacob, 
" will be with me"-" R~move," fays Agur in my text, 
u f.:.r rroln me vanity and lies." Our Saviour begins his 
pra}~er \vith petitions for the gJ01)r of God, with \vhich tIle 
bappinels of our fouls is i:lfeparably conneCted; and the 
apoHle maintainsgodJincss as the grea.t fource of content
mellt \~~ith our port:Oil in this life. 

\\~e may further obferve, that there is tile fame method 
obferved in aU there prayers. The expreffions vary a lit. 
t!e, bllt the requefi is the fame. Jacob willies for the die 
vine prote8ion, with food to eat, and raiment to put on. 
Agur for food convenient for him; and in the Lord·s 
prayer we afk for our daily bread. There is no f(>CluY. 
ing of any particulars-no lnention made of this or the 
other quantity of provifion. Their defires are fummed 
up in this general requeft, and the quantity and quality 
wholly referred to the good pleafure of God. It is certaift 
tbat God hath fometimes gt"aRted to his own people, riches 
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in ~eat abun(lance; an(l,at the fame time, ';3S gi\gen l.is 
bidIing to enjoy them, :lnd honored the polfdiors, hyena. 
bling them to glorify him in the ufe and appJic<!tion of 
thenl. But the (lirc:Ct (lefire of riches, I, <10 'not l))ink, 
hath any warrant from precept or example in his word. 
And when they ~re beno\\'~d as a bldlinS!9 and not a curfc9 
it is COlllolon)y on thore \vho, 11y their fuperior concern 
about tile better part, flle\V tJlat tlley will pllt them to tJ1eir 
proper nfe, as in the cafe of Solomon, recorded in the firft 
book of Kings. .. In Gilleon the Lord appeared to Solo
., mon ill a llre:lm by 11ight; and God faitl, afk \vhat I 
" fhall gh;e thee. ,AntI he faid, give thy fervant an un· 
I' (lerfianuing heart. And the fpeech Illeafe{1 tIle Lor(l, 
" that Solomon hl!l afked tll:S thing. And God fait), be ... 
U caufe thou haft alked thi's thing, and hall not atked for 
" thyfe1f long life, neither haft afked riches for thyfelf. 
Ie nor haft afked the life of thine enemies, btlt haft afi{e(l 
" forthyfdf under(landing, to difcern judgment: Behold 
" I ha\'e clone according to thy \\'ords; 10, I ha\'e gi~en 
., thee a \\,ife and all underflanding heart, fo that there 
" was none like thee llefore thee, neitller after thee fila11 
" any arire like unto thee. And I ha.ve al[o given thee 
"that WIlich thou hall not alkec.l, both riches and ho. 
" nor." 

Now this I take to be the main infiruaion intended to 
be given us with refIleCt to our prayers for temporal mer. 
cies; that we {bould not pretend to fet bounds to God, 
but leave the meafure of thenl to his determitlation. 

For further ex plaining tl";is truth; and, at the fame tirne 
recommending it to }'our regard, be pleafed to attend to 
the follo\ving obfervations. 

I. Confider that God, infinitely wife, as weil 3S graci. 
ous, is certainly tIle beft judge of what is moll fit and con
l'enient for us. We know fo little of ourfelves, that we 
really know not how we fil0UJd behave, if placed in par
ticular circumfi:ances, until \\'e are tried. The \,'or1d 
has aC1:ually feen many examples of thofe, \vho were 
loud in their accufations of others, behaving \Vorfe when 
placed in the fame {lations. And. indeed, I fhould na
turally expeCt, that an impatient, envious, difobedient 
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fubje~ would, if raifed to power, be ~ cruel, .inColent, un· 
jufi oppreffor; that a petulant, peevlfh. obfhnate (ervant 
would make a capricious, fe,pere, unreafonabJe mailer. 

If we '~·~re to carve out Ollr own lot, and to haye all out 
o\Vn defires gratified, there is great reafon to prefume, we 
wouJ<1 throw ourfelves into the moR: difagreeable circum
fiances with regard to our fouls, and probably confult but 
in for our peace and comfort in this world. . 

Let me put a fe\V queflions to every one that reeredy 
murmurs at his flate. Are you fure, that if you were ad. 
vanced to a plate of power and trull, you would be able 
to carry \vith prudence, refollition and integrity? Are you 
fure, that if you were fupplied with riches in great abun. 
dance, you WOllld not allow yourfelves to wallow in plea
fure, or to fwell in pride? Are you fure, that if you were 
nifed to high rank, furrouuded by flatterers, and worfhip
ped by fervants, you would, in that flanding, behave with 
humility and eondefcenfion j or that preffed on aU hands 
by bufinefs, company, or amufements, you would mil 
religioufly fave your time for converfe with God? 

A life of piety in an exalted nation is a continual con .. 
fliCl: with the tlrongeft oppofition. 'Vhat fays experience 
upon this fubjeCt? Solomon did not wholly, and to the 
end, refill: the tenlptation of riclles and dominion. I n the 
whole coolpafs of hifiory, facred and profane, I do not re. 
member any example of a man's behaving better in point 
of morals, in a profperons, than an affliCted fiate, except
ing one that hath this appearance, viz. Cice~o, the Ro.. 
man orator. His conduct in profperity was full of digni
ty, and feelned wholly (lireCted to the p\lblic good; where
as in ad\Terfity, it was to the laft degree mean and abject 
-But probably the reafoo o~this was, that pride, or ra
ther vanity, was his ruling paffion, al!d the great motive _ 
to his illuflrious atlions p and when he fen into adverfity, 
this dif pofition had no fcope for its exercife. 

Chrifiians, the Lord knoweth our frame, and is \vell ac
quainted with what we are able to bear, and confequently 
what nate of lite will be upon the whole moft cbnvenient 
for us. It is, therefore, our inte.refl, as well as duty, to 
refer ourfelves entirely to him, and leAve Ilill} to choofe 
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for us. This is not onJy the d08rine of fcripture, but fo 
agreeable to reafon and good fenfe, that it has been ac
knowledge .. by feveral of the Heathen Philofophers, who 
have expreffed themfelves in terms perfealy fimilar to 
thofe of the infpired writings. The prayer which Socrates 
taught his pupil A1cibiades, is very remarkable; that he 
fhould befeech the Supreme God to give him what was 
good for him, though he fbould not afk it; and to with
hold from him whatever would be hurtful, though he 
1hould be fo foolilh as to pray for it. 

2. As God is certainly the beft judge of what is good 
for us, fo refignation to him is a moll acceptable expreflion 
both of our worfhip and obedience~ Single' duties are 
particular acts; refignation is the very habit of obedience. 
The wifdom and goodnefs of God are acknowledged in 
the mofi authentic manner, when his holy and fovereign 
Providence is humbly fubmitted to, and cordia])y appro
ved. Every impatient conlplaint is an impc:achmellt of 
Providence; every irregular defire is an aCt of rebellion 
againft God. Therefore a fubmiffive temper mull be 
highly pleafing to God, and is the way to glorify him in 
-the D10fi unexceptionable manner. The rather indeed, 
as it is impoffihJe to attain this temper, but by fil1cerely 
laying hold of the co\'enant of peace, which is ordered in 
aU things and fure. This teaches us the grounds of fub
~iffion. This procures for us the grace of fubmiffion. 
This Hains the pride of all human glory. rrhis changes 
the nature of our poffeffions to us, and us to them. This 
fpiritllalizes a worldly millll, and makes llS kno\v, in our 
own experience, that all the paths of the Lord to his own 
peoplel are mercy and peace. 

3- SllCh a temller of Inind \\·ill greatly contribute to 
our own inward peace. It will be an effeCtual preferva
tive fronl all unrighteous courfes, and unlawfui, or eVe}l 

(lilhonorable means of increafillg our \\·orlclly fllbfiance, 
and confequently t"lve us from the troubles or dangers to 
willell mell expofe thelllfelves by fucll praCtices. It \,rill 
preferve liS· from perple:xing anxiet}r, and many llneafv 
fears lor fllt!!rity. It \vill bring tIS the near anll1ure \\·a}' 
to the greaten of all earthly bleffin&s-a conttnted lninu. 
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Such will be the f,,'eet and delightful efFeCl:s ~f depend

ing upon God, and leaving it to him to furnifh our fup~ 
plies as he fees moll convenient for us. Whoever can 
pray with the prophet-U give me neither poverty nor 
"riches, feed me with food convenient for me"-may 
be fully affured, that his defire [hall be gratified, as it is 
·perfeCtly agreeable to the will of God. 

I conclude with reading to you our Saviour's exhortati. 
on on this fubjeCt-" Therefore, I fay uoto you, take no 
" thought for your life, what ye thall eat, or ~hat ye ibaJl 
" drink; nor yet for your body, what ye fball put on. Is 
" not the life more than meat, and the bod}~ thall raiment? 
" Behold the fowls of the air; for they fow not, neither 
" do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
"Father feedeth them. Are not ye much better than 
" they? But reek ye firll the kingdom of God, and his 
" righteoufnefs; and all there things 1haIl be added unto 
~' }'ou." 
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Tux DAN G E R OF PRO S PER I T Y. 

SERl\10N 29. 

---.. 
PaOVERBS xxx. 9-

lest I be filII and deny thee, and say, 10no is t,IJe Lori'!? Or, 
lest I he poor aluJ steal, muJ talle th; llaliJe of Il,Y God i4 
l1{Un.~ 

I PROGEED now to confider the arguments by which 
the prophet enforces his wife and well conceived pray. 

ere Thefe, in cOllnexion \vith the t\VO branches of tflO 
prayer, fiand thus: ~'Give me not riches, leU I be full. 
u and deny thee, and fay, who is the Lord? And give 
" me not poverty, left I be poor, and fleal, and take the 
"name of my God in yain." If Agur's prayer is con. 
teived in the moft model} and hUlnble terl11S, tIle reafolls., 
with which he fupports it, are every way becoming a truly 
\vife and good n1an. You fee ill tIlen} a prevailing cor! .. 
cern for the honor and glory of God, and his own prefer. 
vatlon in the paths of piety and virtue. You fee in them 
a ' ... rable fente of his own \\reakncfs, and the danger of 
t<::tllfJtr .. tion; l1e, tllerefore, defires to be placed in fuch a 
Hate of life, as will expofe him to the ftwtfi trials. An 
excellent difpofitio11 tIl is, ancl hi~,11Iy \vorthy of our imita
tiol). I-Iow 11al)PY ,,"oul(} it t;e for tlS all, jf a <lefire to 
p!e\.-Ofc Gcd and prefer\'c cur integrity, lay aIwC\ys neareil 
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our hearts, and llad a confiant ao(1 comnlanding influence 
Oil every Rep \ve took in our journey through lite. 

Neitller ricfles nor poverty are bad ill themfel\·es. Nei. 
th~r of tf1em is allY reCOll1mendation, or hil1derance to 
the favor of God, who is no refpeCl:er of perfons----tllere 
are good and bad in an ranks. l\fen may be rich and yet 
pious, or poor, yet ftrietly jufi and hond!.. It is, ) con. 
1ef~, often (Jone, )'et it is JlighJy criminal to look upon all 
that'are riell ill this \vorJdas profane; and it \vould be 
equally fo to Jook upon all that are poor as defiitute of in- . 
tegrity. Yet it is undeniable, that, irom the corruption 
pf the human Jleart, there t~'o extremes do often become 
flrong temptations to the particular fins mentioned in the 
text; Wllich \~}e filaIl110\\9 confider feparately, in the or ... 
der in Wllich tlley li~ in the paffage befQre us. 

6' Give me not riches, left I be full and deny thee, and 
~'fay, who is the Lord?" 
. As to the faa, that riches do often lead to profanity and 
~ontempt of God, experience, and tIle Rate of the world 
prove it in a manner too plain to be denied. \V e not on
ly fee that thofe, \\r)lO are bom and educated from their 
illfancy in the higher ranks of life, are moll: prone to ne
gleCt. the duties of religion; but thofe who, from a low or 
mean condition, are remarkably raifed in the courfe of 
Providence, do often cllange their temper with their fiatet 

and fho\v the unllappy influence of riclles in leading them 
to a forgetfulnefs of God. Are there not fome, who were 
regularly in God's hOllfe when they but barely fubfifted, 
\vho have not tinle fur it now, \\7hen they are bufy alld 
\\1ealthy? Are tllcre not lo1ne families, wllere the wor
fhip of God was conftant and regular in early life, while 
tlley were llncliftillguifl1ed, and no\v it is no more to I)e 
lleard in tlleir fumptuous pal~lces and elegant apartments? 
S11all I fay, that allY worm of tile eartll is become too con· 
u(leral'lle to fall do\vn before the 0111Ilil)otellt Jehovall ? 

I rna}' adcl, as being of great imllortanc.e in the 11refent 
fnbjeCt, that fncb changes do often take place gradually 
anll iniel1fil)ly, very o1uell contrary to ~en's own expec
tation; 10 that ,ve r~allJ' (10 not kll0W ourfelves, nor (~al1 
we determine before trial, how Eu we would ·refill or yield 



to the force of temptation. The prophet EHfll:l foretold 
to Hazad, the cruelties he would be guilty of when raiJed 
to an higher nation; to which he repJit.'tl with dilibin lhtl 

abhorrence; "\Vhat, is th} It:f\'aut a dog, tbat Ju: fbould 
" do this great thing? A ml Elifha anfwered. the Lon! 
" hath fhewed me that thou !halt be king Ol'er S)ria."
The condutl of the children of Ilrael in their prGfperity~ 
is but an emblem of tIle g:.~lleral COllclutl of the childrt.ll 
of men. "But Jefhun:an waxed fat, and kicked. l'hull 
Ie art \vaxed felt, thou art growll tl1ick, thou art covere~l 
" with fatnefs: 1'hen he forfook God lYhich maJe Ilim, 
" and lightly efieemed the rock of his falvation." 

"that hath been faid mig))t be fufficient to fhe\\· tll~ 
propriety of the prophet's prayer; for if fuch hath been 
onen, or generally, the influence of worldly greatnefs 
llpon other men, why fhould any be fo confident as to 
prefume it would be otherwife with themfelves? But per .. 
haps it may alford matter of ufeful infiruClion, to inquire 
a little further into the Jlll)jett-to trace the caures of this 
effeCt, and fhew how and why riches become an induce
ment to irreligion and profanenefs, for this \vill btft ena· 
ble us to apply the remedy. \\then I fpeak of examining 
tIle caufes of tllis effc;Ct, I COl1ft;fs that no reafon can be 
gi\~en for it, but ,vllat refl~fls great difhonor upon hunlall 
nature in its prefent illite. 'Vere we to judge of the mat
ter by the diCtates of found reafon, we ihould naturally 
expeH to find it dfreCt.ly contrary. God is the author of 
every bleffing which men poIfefs, and his gifts ihould lead 
us to gratitu<.!e alltl ackno\vle(lglnent. It feems nattlral 
then to 1uppofe, that thofe who are man highly fayored in 
t~le courfe of Providence, fhould difcover the greaten 
fenfe of obligation, and be ready to make every dutiful 
return. One would think that though the poor fhouid be 
inlpatient, furel)1 tIle riell \vill be COlltent and tllankiul. 
Is not this reafonahle? Had any of you bellowed many 
favors upon others, would you not expect that their grati
tu{le fllOlll~1 bear fOl11e proportion to tIle nun,t)er all(1 \"a
tue or bt:ndits received? Had any of them been remai"ka
bly diflillguifhed from the rdi, would you not expet.\ from 
them the mort invioh,ble fid~lity and attachment? Slrange, 



that 0\.'1' condua fho-... Id be to dire8ly oppoSte in the te4 
turns we InKc lOr tbe goodnefs of our If.er! l"ba~ thole 
who are diftinguithed &om othc:rs by the largeft JW&~ 
and the ganteft fuln~fs of aU temporal mm:~s- fhould be 
tbe moll prone to wic:kedncfs of all forts; bot ~fpeciall" 
that the, fhould he pKoliarly inclined to ~tl\.)ne& 
and contempt of God! 'Yet fo it ;s in truth. Rut ho .... 
ever difhonorable it is to human nature, let us JC;!rcn into 
it a lin~ and perl.aps we may ciirc:o~ the auG: of ina.. 
P~1J in pttfons in alluent (ifCumftanttS, and the d.an~r 
the prophet -oold 1.'t'Oid, by attending to the CoUaing 
Gbfc:rvations : • ~ 

... An eary and aIluent fonune aIOnIs the 1M~ not 
only of pampering our bodies.. but of gratifying ~I our 
lufts and aJ)Ftiks.. The, are as Arone probably i!l per. 
ms of inferior Ibti~ bot ProYidence hu re.~eml tbe 
RRti6ution more dif6cult" and in rome ares imrofJible. 
Msny work through nettflity.. who would be as id!e .too 
Dothlt,l as any, but for the feat' of want. Thefe .. ill be 
~ 'rn and readieR to n:pro;lch the ricb, mel can them 
idle drones. who n:v~l in that abondance Cor which they 
n:ver toiJal. and to put to theif o .. n cndit that which is 
.holly owing to t~ reftn.ints under wbich they are Iaicl. 
Many are generally rober, btcaufe the1 a-nnot aLnl the 
charges ~ i:ltemFrance, who want nothing but the m&n~ 
to riot in the moll bruhl knruality.. But to perfoos of 
gre~lt \\"~alth, the objet\s of ddire are always p~«d in full 
~ ie\\~, and are evidently ,vitl.in their reach: (0 that the 
temptation has t,ncommon fOrce, and ~\\1t are able entire
l)~ to renft it,. 

:1. 'The indulgence of pl~rure infenfib!y induces a 
llabit, an,l leads men to place their happinefs in fuch en· 
joyments. H~bit you know is v~ry powerfill, and while 
the hsbit ~cquires flrength, the power of Rfin~nce is gra
dually weakened. Thef~ ~tifications confilme (0 mucb 
time, that there is little left to ~fle8: upGIl God, and our 
relation to him.. I reckon it none of the leaft t~mpbtions 
to perf OIlS of high rank, t:lat not ollly their r~lf.indul~nce, 
but the attend.ncc and obfcquioufnefs of otbtrs, fo en .. 
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groIks their attention.. and \\~nes their time, that they 
ha~ lew opponul1ities of calm 311<1 Jobc:r reO:t\ion; or at 
kall, can e~fiJy t:fcape from at, and take refuge in compa
"yand amurcment. Add to this, that a great vark:y of 
knfible obje\.C}s and enjoyments render the mintl .. not only 
Icfs att~ntiv~ !o thinbs (\, .. a 1piritual nature, but indeed, 
lefs able to llt::lerlland thenl-

3- Ob'erve further, that \vhen the better part is thus 
mg~~.. anti no care taken of the cultivation of the 
mind, e'Yen' vice will fpring and fhoot up in the foul, as 
briars ~nc.1 thorns do upon uncultint~d ground. Sin .. my 
bretb~ll, is natural to us; it is the produce of the foil; if' 
it is not deftroyed, it wiU not tlie; if it is but neglefted, it 
will thrive. Now when ever pcrfOIlS tail under the power 
of ~ice~ they begin firft to excufe, and then to ,indicate it~ 
"J~bofe who:tre um~r the government of Jufl~ foon find it 
would be their interefi that there was no fuw thing as 
ttligion and virtue. 'Vbatever we with, we are e;).fily led 
to bt:lieve to be true. Loofe and atheiftical principles 
then find a ~~dy adnlitt.lnce, and are (wallowed down 
gaeed'ly. This is a fhort fketch of the fieps by which peo
ple in a:lBllent aucl eafy circumftance~ are often led to deny 
God, anti to fay: ~'\Vbat is tbe Almighty that we fhould 
" f~rvc: him, and what profit fhouJd we have if we pray 
U unto him t' Loofe principle:. ~, at firft, more fre. 
quently tt.e elktt, than the c:lufe of loofe pratlices; but 
W~ll O.lce they have taken deep root, and obtained fun 
dOluinion in the heart, they have a dreadful and fatal in ... 
flllence on the ()e\·oted viftim. 

But, my bn:thr~n, I find a ftrong inclination to make 
another remark, though perhaps it may be thou~ht of too 
h:fined and ~bilraa a nature. It is. that the danger of 
amue~lce in le3tliug to contempt of God, arif~s from the 
nature of aU fin as fuch. The original and lirll fin of 
Dlan, W:l$ plainly affeaing independence. Tbey ddired 
and ex peeled to be as gods; kno\ving good and evil. 
And fiill fin Ilroperly confifls in withdrawing our anegi ... 
ance from, and throwing off our dependance upon God .. 
ant) ~iyil.~, as it ,vere, that efleem, lo,-c and fen-ice to 
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ourrelves, in one fhape or another, that is due only t9 
him. 

Now obferve, that aftluellce nourifhes this rniRake, aOll 
fufFering kills it. The more every thing abounds with 
us, the more our will i! fubmit.ted to, and our inclinati. 
ons gratified on every fubjeB:; the more we look upon 
ourfelves as independent, and forget our obligations to 
God. \\7hereas, on the other hand, difappointments an(1 
ealamities open O,lr blind ~yes, and Dlake us remember 
what we are. Was not the proud monarch of Babylon 
infpired. with this delufive r~nfe of independence, when he 
e~ preffed himfelf thus: "4t the end of twelve months 
., he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 
cc The king fpake and raid, is not this weat Babylon, that 
" I have built for the houfe of the kingdom, by the might 
c, of my power, and for the honor of my majelly ?', But 
mark the more powerful word of the King of kings.
" While the word \vas in the king's mouth, there fell a 
" voice from heaven, faying, 0 kiIlg Nebuchac!nezzar, to 
CI thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is departed from thee!" 
That this is the proper fource of worldly greatnefs, olay 
be feen in the temper fuch perfons ufually acquire and 
fettle in, \vhich is pride, infolence an(l contelnpt of others. 
Nay, it appears fiill nlore clearly in foole few infiances, 
in which the into: .. ication comes to its height, and the poor 
deluded mortal literally afpired to be confidered and treat· 
ed as God. It may feem incredible, but we have the nloll 
authentic evidence that hifiory can afIord, that fome men 
have demanded and received d.ivine worfhip. 1'his was 
tIle cafe, not 0111y with Alexander the Great, who was 
real1y an illuUrious prince, but with fome of the later 
Roman emperors, who were the meaneft and bafeft of all 
men. No wonder then, tllat profperity makes Olen ne
gleCt God, when it prompts them to fit down upon his 
tllrone, all(1 rob hiln of the fervice of his other fllbjeCts .. 

Before I proceed to the other pa.rt of the propllet's ar
gument, fuffer me to make a few remarks, for the improve
ment of \Vllat has beell already raie), Ancl, 

I. See hence the great malignity and deceitfulnefs of 
fin. It hardly appears more firongly from any circunl .. 
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nance, than tbat which has heen tbe fub~a of this dif. 
courfe, viz. that the gifts or God, in t~ courfe of his Pro
,"illenc~, are fo far from exciting our gTltitlide, in p~ 
portion to their number and value, that on the contrary, 
thofe who Tt:c,.i~ most are ufually mOSl proJ11I~. They 
make his favors inftruments of rebellion againfl him, 
~nd retum contempt for his indulgence, and hatred for 
his )o\'e. 

Let us not take occafion from this to gratify 001' OWIl 

envy, by particular or penona} repteach againft thofe who 
are great, or have become rich amongft OUrlCll-eS; but 
Jet us aa a flI \Vifer and juRer part, and be humbled for 
the fillfulnefs etf our nature, anti \\~med of th~ deceitful. 
nefs of fin. 'Ve may feel the feeds of this difpofition in 
us all. You find the wife nlan charging a fimilar ingra
titude upon man in general. "Beeaufe fentence againft 
., an evil work is not executed f~ilf, therefore the 
" heart of the fons of nlen is fully fet in them to do evil .. " 
And do you not obf~ every day ~ nay, has it Js not tum .. 
ed into a proW!r:,;, '''at we think light of our mercies, 
fpiritual and temporal, when they are cc~mon and abun
dant? An(l what is the tnle and proper i~lt~?~~~tiOil 
of this, but that the greater God's goodnefs is to us, com
DlonJy the lefs is our gratitude to him? 

2. J~t me befcech you to In.ke a wife inlpro\'"e~nt of 
the advantages you enjoy over one another. Let them ex
cite in you a holy emulation to lefiiry your fcnre of fuperi .. 
or bleffings, by fuperior piety and ufefulnefs. Do you 
excel others in any refpecl? Are you fuccefsful in trade? 
Have you riren to reputation? Are you exalted to offitts 
of dignity? Are you endowed with capacity of mind? 
Can you r\!memOer the time when thofe ,,'ere your et)uals 
\\"'ho are 00\\" your illferiors! Do not look "'"jth infolence 
upon others, m~king odious, and p:rhaps unjllR compari
fons. Do not {well in pride and {elf-complacence, as if 
by your own power you had maot! yourfelves to differ~ but 
rather lock the other way, t6 God, who is the maker both 
of rich and poor, and pray that your thankfulncfs and 
duty to him may e~cecd that of the poor man, as much 
el' his lio..:r.!lity to you eAceeds what he bas thoaght pro· 



per to bdlow opcll him. This atrords me an npportunity 
f4 relatinR a little plett or private billory. that hap~ntd 
in Gmt B,itain.. and appea .... s to me ,-ery ,,-orthy of le. 

me~ and nry oonduc:ive to the enl!s of edificati. 
on. 

A gentleman of vny confidnable fortune, but a ftrao .. 
- get' to either perianal or family religion, ~ evening took 

a foIita'Ywa1k through s put of his o\\~n grounds. He hap.. 
pened to come near to a mean hut, where a poor mao with 
a numerws family liyed, who earned their bread by daiJy 
labor. Be heard a voice Jntty loud and continued.
Not knowing wbat it ."as. curioSity pronlpted him to lif
ten. The man. .00 was pioufly dilpot~d~ h.ppe~d to 
be at ptayer with his fan}iJ),. So Coon as he could diftin
guilh the words, he heard him giving thanks with great 
:dFcaion to Gad, for the gooduefs of his providence, in 
giving tbenl food to cat~ arad mnlent to ptlt on, and in 
fupplying them with what was necdfary and comfortable 
in the pefent lik. He was immediately, no doubt, by 
~iyine power. ftruclt with .ftonifhment and c:onfofion, 
:mel (aid to himlC:1J: d~s this poor mm, lvho has nothing 
~ut the meanell f~~, and that purcbafcd by revere labor, 
gh-e tha.nks to God for his goodne.s to himfelf and family, 

-~ and I .. who enjoy ~fe and honor, and every thing that is 
gra~t"f~11 ancl d~fiBble. have hardly ever bent my knee, or 
made any acknowledgment to nly Afaker and preferver. 
It ple.:tfcd God that this providential occurrence proved 
the OlQn of' bringillg 1IliD to a Trll alld l:tliillg fcnre of" 
9« d alad ~li;;Oll. 

L:t all per:ons in h~a!tb~ quiet :mtl pi~ntirul circum. 
nalk"eS, le.lnllroln the pre\:_'ding ::attcnr!e .. w'lat jt is they 
ougl)t clearl)- to ~uard a~aillli .. -Pridc, jec:uri~y, lorgetll,J. 
ne's of God. are peculiarly inc:dent to th;'tt ilate. U 1_.0 
"thi~n fuith the Lor-J to J~rur."\I~m .. "w~,s :he iniquity 
,,' of thy finer Sodom, pride, fulnels of bread, and abun. 
, .. d~nce of idlenefs lnlS in her, and in ber daughters, 
"neither did file flreng~ilen tIle halld of the poor g:l(l 

"neo.i~'," A feriolls reflcttion 011 ,i.e (~llJi~~\ti(~ll fucillie 
un(kr to GOt) for what they have recein.·d in their conti
nued dependance uron him, and the inflability of all 
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eartbly things, would rave them from the hurtful influence 
Or worldly profperity. To enforce this, I thall only read 
the apoftolic charge to Timothy. H Charge t~lem that 
"are rich in this world, that tlley l"le Ilot Iligh (llin(led, 
" nor troll in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who 
" giveth us aU things richiy to enjoy; that they do srood, 
" that they be riell in gOO<.I \vorks, rea(ly to (liflribute, 
" willing to communicate; laying up in flore for them
~, felves a good foundation ~gainft the t~me to come, that 
" they may lay hold on eternal life. U 
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SERMON 30. 

_.-

PROVERBS xxx. 9. 

lest I be poor Qlzd steal, and take the naJl1e oj 11'Y God ill, vaill. 

I PROCEED now to confider the argument by which 
the prophet urges the i~cond branch of his requeft, 

which., in connexion., runs thus-" Give me not poverty, 
" left I be poor and fleal." H.aving not only explained 
tIle general l)rinciple that runs tllrougIl the \vll0le of this 
{ubjeCt, but aHa very particularly pO::Hed 01lt the dangers 
attending an opulent and we<lhhy fLte, I ihall endeavor 
to do the fame thing wilh refpeB: to a nate of poverty and 
firaitnefs. \Vhile i attempt this, I am fincerely forry 
that there is fo much propriety in the fubjeCl:; and that it 
is [0 \vell fl!lited to the circlllllfiallces of the inllabitants of 
this place. You fee the prophet confiders the great and 
general temptation to which the poor are expofed, to be 
difhonefi, by ufing fraudulent nleans of relieving their 
wants, or bettering their condition. You fee alfo, he con .. 
fiders this temptation in its progrefs, not only inclining 
them to aCt unjufUy, but fometimes proceeding to the ter .. 
rible degree of concealing or fupporting the fraud hy faIfe
hood, and perhaps at Jail: by perjury or f~t1!e iwear:ng; 
" len I be poor and ileaJ, and take the name of my \. ;00 
t, in vain." 
,. . 4 



Let us firf} confider a little tile nlatter of faa, as it 
appears in exrerience, and then a few of its principal 
caufcs. 

As to the firfl of there, fhaJI I be afiaid to affirm, that 
extreme poverty bften inclines perfons to difhonefiy and 
traull? 'ViII it llf! tllOllght IlarJJl and fevere to thofe ale 
ready fufficiently depreffc:d! As I would not feem to nand 
in this place, and flatter the prid<of the greaten and moll: 
enlinent of Iny itllo\v-finners, fo neitl1er \\'iJI I diflemble 
the truth from a falfe compaffion for the poor. This 
tvould indeed be doing them (he greaten poffible injury; 
it \\l·ould be treating tllem, from nliflaken telldernels, as 
tIle rich are often treatell frolll the fea,· or Ilartialitj· of 
tllofe who are ailout them; futlering their felf.deceit, and 
not fuiferillg them to hear the moll fa]utar)' truths, be. 
caure they are not pleafing to the Beth. 

It is undoubteclly matter of ex perience; that great po
verty makes many take unjufl and unwarrantable meth~ds 
of procuring relief. Not only 10, but they feem often 
difpofed to jufiify and defend them, as if they had a title 
to reaify the lYlifiakes of Pro\,j(lence, in the diftribution 
of worldly poffeffions. This, in the evc:nt, receiv~s great 
encouragement from rome 'VI10 feem to have inlbibcd a 
general falfe principle, and act uIlon it, both i!l tlleir o\\?n 
contIua, and in their judgment of otllers. In the di\'ifioll 
of controverfy, or {livitiing difputed property, \Vhell one 
party is, or is fuppofed to be rich, and in eafy circum
fiance9, and the other poor, and in a mean con{lition, 
they think that intlead of aCting according to ftria juflice, 
the a(1\1antage fhoulcl al\vays be made to fall to the poorer 
fide. 1'llis conduct is conficlered by fiJme, not Olll}' as 
lawful, hut as laudable. I t is however a falfe princi pIe, 
and is condemned in fcripture, which fays, u Neither 
~'illalt thou countenance a poor man in his caufe. n It 
may be thought, perhaps, that the other is the more com
mon and dangerous partiality, and probably it is fo; yet 
this alia is blame-worthy, and when followed out, as I aln 
afraicl it too orten is, Illllft involve numbers l111a\\·ares in 
the guilt of ilealing; for when they have once laid down 
this rule, that the pOOl· have lome clainl upon the rich, 
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they are rtady to apply it to their o"'n cafe, and exten.l 
it very far.. But in all matters of property, or right ~nd 
wrong, wbether a perlon is rich ot poor, ought to be ut. 
tedy out of the quefHon; the only thing to be (onfidered 
is, what is jufl and lawful. rrhe rich ar~ indeed, in point 
of confcience, bound to affifi the poor; but this mull be 
their own aCt; no perron can take the fmalleR part of their 
property without their con rent, but he is guilty of an aCt: 
of injuflice, and violation of the Jaw of God. No perfon 
has a right to make them generous and charitable againfl: 
their wills, or to exerci1e their own generofity and charity 
at their ex pence. rrhis mull be left to the Supreme Judge 
at the laft day, who will fay to them, "I was a ftranger 
" and ye took me not in, naked alld ye clothed me notf 
"lick and in priron and ye vifited me not." But what 
will give os tIle moft dillina view of the illfiuel1ce of 
poverfy, as a temptation, is the too frequent conduct of 
thofe who are redllced from what was once their Hate, to 
poverty or debt, by misf9rtunes or extravagance, or mif. 
management of their affairs. rrhe temptation of poverty 
is not by far fo great to thofe in the meanefl ranks of life, 
whofe income, thobgh fmalJ, is not very difproportionate 

, to what hath al \vays been their condition i as to thofe who 
are rec)uced from a higher to a lower fiate---The kw, who 
in ruch a fituation prelerve their illtegrit}F inviolated, and 
~heir fincerity of fpeech unfufpeCted, deferve the higheR: 
honor. Nay, I am perfuaded that, bad as the world is; 
every perron in reduced circumfiances, ,,·ould meet with 
companion and afliftance, if all about him were fenfible 
that he had neither loft his fubftance by negleft, nor 
wafted it by riot, nor concealed it by fraud. But tbougll 
we cannot help afcribing jOlne meafure of Wll:lt is laid to 
the charge of perfons in this unhappy flate, to the rage 
and refentlncllt of thole ",ho have Ju11ere(i by thenl; yet 
alas, there is too great reafon to affirnl, that they are too 
often guilty of prevarication and fraud, the fins mention
ed in tIle tex t. 

I will dwell no longer upon the faa, but will confider 
a little the reafons of it, which will direCtly ferve to pro. 
nlo.t~ the delign of this 4ifcourfe, by exciting Olen to ~oo-

\'(\( .. II. lIll 



The Dan..~tr of Ad'Versity. 

cern and folicitllde, as well as pointing out the proper 
nleans of avoiding the temptation. The general reafon 
of this, to be fure, is obvious to every body, that perfons 
in poverty, being firongly folicited by the appetites com
mon to all men, and not having of their 0\1/0 where\vith 
to gratify their defires, are tempted to lay hold of the pro
perty of others. They grudge to fee that others have the 
enjoyments from which they are debarred; and fince they 
cannot have thetn in a la\vful, make bold to feize them in 
an unlawful way. But this I do not infifl: on, that I may 
mention one or two particular reafons, which will fuggeft 
fuitable exhortations to duty. 

I. The firO: I {hall mention, is ignorance. This is 
peculiarly applicable to thofe in the lowefi: ranks of life. 
Through poverty they are not fo well infiruCl:ed as they 
ought to be, in the principles of religion, and the great 
rules of duty. An ignorant Hate is almofi always a nate 
ef fecurity.-Their confciences are lefs tender, and they 
are lefs fellfible of the great evil of prevarication and fraud. 
I am obliged, in fidelity, to fay. that in the private inii,ec. 
tion of my charge, though I have found fome infiances , 
both of poverty amI ficknefs borne with the lnoll: pious 
refignation, there are alfo fome whofe condition might 
move the hart.lefl heart, living in the mon fordid poverty, 
grofsly ignorant, and, at the fanle ti me, fo dif pirited, fo 
flothful, or fo proud, that they ,viII do -little to obtain 
knowledge for thenlfelves, or comnlunicate it to their chil .. 
dren. Many ,vill not attend upon the public means of 
inilruCtion, becaufe they cannot appear in fuch a. decent 
garb as they could willl; and for the fame reafon they keep 
their children from them, till they contratl: fuch habits of 
idlenefs and vice, that they come out into the world \vith .. 
&ut principle, ohHinate and intraCtible. Is not the duty 
here very plain? All fuch fhould exert thernfelves to 
obtain the kno\\71edge of the things which belong to their 
peace. They filould neither be unwilling nor afharned 
to make application for fupply; and even the cGarfefi rai .. 
ment fhould not hinder them froln appearing in the houfe 
of God. rrhus they will find acceptance with him, if they 
worfhip him in the beauty of holinefs, prefer~blc to thore 



dO are claW in purple and &De linen, and their hearts 
an: ~Itcr their coyetoufnefs. 

3.. Another gi eat reaton wby powefty becomes a temp... 
t~ion to fn-ud is, that they are introduced to it infenfibly. 
and kd GO by tkgl ees.. "'he fin Beals upon them by lit. 
tie and little.. People involved in their circum~ to 
act rid of importunit), and folicitation, mak~ promif~, 
mGfe of ,.bat they hope or wlfh, than of wbat lhey ane 
able to do.. Nc:cdIity rene:. as an ~%CUre for their failing 
to their own minds, and th"s they sre gradually brought 
into a breach ef fin ceri ty , and protttd from lower to higher 
de:~:c~s of ff.Ubood. Little ;ms of evafion arc: lirft nlat."'e 
\l--t: c( and doubtful practices are ~nteml llpnn. One fan 
kcms neulfuy to firengthen or conceal ~ncther, till at 
)aft the: grott4:ft .raud, and fometimes ~rjury itfeJf, c10fes 
the unh~ppy fcene.. I have read an excellent obfervatio!l. 
that there is hanlly fuch ~ thing as a f:ngle fin; they are 
always to be Coond in clullcrs.. I am fure, tbb holds in 
a ptrticulU' manner as to fins of injuftice. They are io 
inteNovcn allll conntaed together, that y«iu cannot re~ 
ceive anyone wita'lout being obliged to &lImit the reft. 
-fhis is cne great bnnch of the deceitfulnefs (If fan in ge
oenl; with a view to which the apoftJe fays, U But ex. 
U hort one another d~ily while it is called to.day, left any 
" of you be hmlened through the deceitfulnefs of fin. " 

3.. I only mention one other n-afon of poverty being a 
temptation to fraud, viz. that in time it deflroys the {enfe 
of fhame.. I am not ignorant, that a ienfe of lhame, which 
is n~hing e1!e but a fear of the ccnfure of others, neither 
is, nor ~ught t~ be the main principle of a good man's ac
tions. But as there is no other principle at all in many, 
fo it is a good .\Oift&llt, and corroborative when junly di. 
re{ted: bllt now, through t~:! corrupt maxims of the world. 
po\·erty is fo much the objet\: of contempt, and thofe who 
are in this ftate, meet every day with fo many marks of 
negIe£\: from aU, that before their condition is known, they 
\\-ill {to almoft any thing to conceal it, and after it is 
known, they become in time fo dellitllte of fhame, that 
they are under no r llrtber rcliraint. 



. From this particular branch of the fuhjeCl, let me put 
you in nlind, 
- . I. What reafon many have to ~ thankful to the God 
of lite, who hath given them their (iaily provifion, if not 
in all the abundance of immenfe riches, ).eet in fulners and 
fufficiency. An humble, thankful difpofition is not only 
.your duty, in return for the divine oounty, but is itfelf 
the richefl and fweeteft ingredient in all temporal m~rcies. 
-It is that, indeed, \\,Ilich Illakes them mercies.-L1Vi. 
ous perfons do not taRe what they have~ their evil eye be. 
ing fixed on what they callnot ol)~ain. TJlill~S in this fe

rpea are jun what they feem to be. Our cOPlfor!s are as 
we are enabled to relifh them. l~he fame poffc:ffions ,yhicb 
are defpifec.l by the impatient or ambitiollS, are a treafure 
and abul1dance to the humble and grateful. 

2. If poverty is a temptation.. it ought to be an argu
ment to all to avoid it, or reek dcli\-erallCe frODl it by law .. 
ful means. Apply yourfdves with fteadinefs Uld ~perfe. 
verance to the duties of your calling, that you olay pro.. 
-vide things hcneft in the tight of all men. It is a duty of 
the law, and of the gofpei; and it hath this pronlife, in 
generaJ~ allnexed to it, tllat "the hand of t~le diligent 
~ nlaketh ,ich." Read,~ I befeecn vou, that vall treature 

• 
'pC ufeful infiruCtion, the book of Proverbs; where ,-ou 

~ . 
will meet with many excellent counfels ancl ,-vife oo(erva • ., 
tions upon this fuhjeCt. Of thefe I fhall mention 3t pre-
rent, but two pa!fages, reJeCted both for the foundnefs of 
the inftruflioll.. and the beauty of tIle illllftration. "Go .. 
. ~, to the ant, thOll tluggar(l, confl{ler her \v:t)-S :tl'ld be \\=-ife; 
".whicll ha\?ing no gtJide, ~\lerfeer, or· fllJer, pr(\vidcth 
" her In~3t ill the fltDlmer, alld ga:hereth her foocl ill the 
"harvefl. HO\y ]o~~g wiJnholi fletp .. 0 flug-gard~ \Vhen 
" wilt thou arire out of thy flt:ep? So fllall thy pov~rty 
" conle as one tha! traveileth, 3J1U th}' \\·JJlt as 311 arnle(l 
~~ Olan." And again; ce I \Vellt lly the ficlll of tile fiorhfuJ, 
" and by the vineyard of the man ,"oid of undc:rilcluding; 
" an"i 10, it was all gro\\-n o\~er ,\Iith tllorlls, all(l 11ttlJes 
~, bad covered t!le face tllereot~ C\n,l tl1e Ilolle ... \\'al! tllercof 
t' \ras broken GG\rll." 



3. Are any of you poor .. "tj reduced in your circum
Ballees, ret a double \\'atch upon your ccnluft, and ~ar· 
neftly pray lhst Got.. may p .. ~f~e y~u from fraud and 
difini:enuity of every kind.. Rather (adler yoorlelvcs to 
be ftripped of CYery thing, and apply to the charity of 
othe~ which is nnt tinful, and ought not to be fhameful. 
than t~ke any diJhondl methods of ~ring your Rate. 
o melancholy thought. that many, when they become 
defperate in their circumftances, ~me alfo def)lC'rate in 
their courfe~ and (l~uwn the re8e8ion of their confciences 
in flothfulnefs :trnllenfuality! Sincerity, integrity, pari. 
ence antI (obnet)' in a ruined fortune are doubly enli~nt; 
at lerut, whatever they m~)- be ill the fight of the wo..Jd. 
they are honorable and prec~s in the: fight of God, and 
of all good men. 

Before concluding~ ftlifer me to make one or two re. 
t1eftions on the fuhj~t in general; the fc\'"cm pms Q[ 
"lthieb I have nowexplaiMfl. Alltl, 

I.. On what hath be~n JUI M this fuhje6, I .-ould 
graft this important leffon; th.t you ftlouJd not only Rudy 
to prefcrve yourfelves &001 fin, but from .11 fuch CircuDl. 

fiances of temptation as are dang.:rous to human cOllfbn. 
cy.. l'his was the very ground of the prayer of the p.~ 
phet in my text, an(l is the fubftance of the rearons be at. 
figns for his requell.. 'V e are taught the fame thing in 
the ftrong~fl manner, by the feverar inllance-s of human 
frailty, and the toUy of prdumptuous confidence, record. 
ed in fcripture. " Now aU there things hap~iled unto 
" them for enlamplcs,.OO they are written for our admo. 
"Ilition, llpon \\-bo01 the el1ds of tIle \\Por)() are come. 
" '\·Ilerefore, let hinl that tllinketh he flandeth take heed 
" left he fall." 'Ve are alfo taught the fame thing by him 
\\1"ho kne\v what \va'~ ;11 man, as be has given us dire6i. 
ons in the form of pray.!r which he taught his difciples, to 
jay, Lord, U lead us not into temptation." 

.. \re )·ou really Ull\villing to (10 evil, )·ou will be con· 
cerne(l to keep )lourfelves Ollt of the \\1tay ~f ~ve!)' folici
tation to it. 1"'his is confiantly the dfetl of a judicious 
al1(1 fo1i(1 ~)iet}·, an(l tll~re Wl,\l. aCl: other\\:"ife 111e\\' that 
~ht:y ejlucr have no real t~odntrs, or that tl:ey are ver, 



.uk CuiAians, and little acquainted either with them. 
felves, or this prefc:nt e\-il .·orld .. 

2.. 'You mayleam how necc8ary it is, tbat you fhould 
look for the divine afliftance antI diretlion, to avoid the 
kmptation of cftrJ hte of life.. ''Ie an: truly of ourrelvt$ 
111kqUai to the trials .ith which we are furroundcd.. Not 
that there is any thing unjuft or oppreffive in tbe meafures 
of Pro~; but bec:aufe it feems goatl to our lvtaker, to 
oolige us to a conRant dependance upon himfelf and his 
promifed help. "But God is faithful, who win not funer 
1& JOt1 to be tClnpted above that ye ~re able, but will with 
at the temptation alfo make a way to c:fc:lpe, that ye may 
.. he able to l'tar it-'J 

Tile leal} temptation may prove too hard for us, if we 
neglc:fi to apply l'Or fuprenle aid; bllt ill lli,,-ine ftrengtb, 
we may bid defiance to the mo:l formi(lab!e ojlpofition. 
This tem~r is \Yell exemplified and defCri~-d by the 
apollie Paul to the Corinthians. ",And he {aid unto me, 
" my grace is (lIfficient for thee, for my flrength is made 
t& perfed: in weaknefs. Afoft gladly, th:refare, will I ra. 
lC ther glory in Diy in6rmities, that the power of Chrill 
" may ren upon me. 1.'herefore, I take pleafure in in. 
,t firmities, in reprOaCll(S, in necefiities, il'l perfecutlon, 
&C in diftrdfe~ forChrift.'s fake; for ~vhe1) I ~m weak, theQ 
" apl 1 ftrong .. ·: 

3, From what hatb been faid, you may fee what an in. 
reparable connexion tllere is bet\veen true religion and 
your employments and flate in this prefent world. 'They 
Jta\~e a mlltual, firong, and -;oniiant influellce UllUD one 
another. It is a fatal, thougll a commOR error to feparate 
them; entirely to confine religion to the times aud places 
of immediate worfhip, and fuppofe that it hath nothing to 
do with the maxilns of trade anq commerce, or other 
worldly caHings. On the contrary, your intpreflions of 
things fpiritua! and eternal, will direa and regu1iJ.te your 
views as to the prefellt life; and }:Ollr fllccels or misfor
tun~s in \vorJdly jeJlemeS, will lla\·e a certain alld vifibJe 
eff~fl upon your Chr'flian conver'atioll, and the Hate of 
your fouls. Therefore, Jet them never be ieparated ill 
)'our CWll views, and let thenl liill be kept ill tbtir proper 
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The D .. u;gtr of AdfJtTSity. 

C)rder and fubordination. Tho:ll!h tIle Jir:ht and trivial 
ure

l 
net only of the name of GoJ, but of fcripture-lan. 

f,!Uage, is both iinful and cl::n~erous; and thousrh a for. 
;ard oftentatimlS piety m.~y fometimcs look fltfp~cious. 
yet it were to be: wifhed Wt! had more of a grave and habi. 
tual ackno\\·ledgment of GO(t in all Ollr wa~·s. This \,-as 
the )al"!!Uage of the Piltriarchs of old. In one of the for. 
mer diJcourfes upon this fubjeCl:, I t'lok notice of Jacob's 
prayer, when he fet out for Padan-aram. See after the 
increaJe of his falnil}7, how he expre[es himfelf in anf\\'er 
to his brother Efau. " And he lift up his eyes and fa\v 
" the women and chil<.lrell, and faid, u'ho are tllofe with 
'I thee? And he fail1 the clli!{lrell \vbien God llath graci
" ouOy given thy fervant." See alfo the apoflolical direc. 
tion for tIle manner of projecting our future l)urpoJes.
" Go to no\v, }ie that fa)' to-da}?, or to-morro\v, \ve \vi)1 go 
"into ruch a city, anrI continue there a }'ear, and buy 
.. and fell, and get gail"!." 

4. III the 1ail place, let me befeecll, in the tetldereft 
manner, every 011t! of ):ou, rich and poor, to remember 
an apprOtlCllillg eternit};. It ,,·ill not be ]Ollg till tIle ho
norable, an(l defl)ited, the \\realtll}T and the nee(1}7, tIle 
mailer and the fen1ant" fhaU lie down in the dun. Lay hold 
of that co\'enant of p~ace which is ordered in all things 
and fure. liear a great 2.11(1 conl1ant truth. " 'Vllat is a 
" man profited, tl101Jgil lie fhoulcl gain the \\9hole \\:orld 
" ancl10fe llis o\vn foul, or \\!llat filall a nlan give in ex· 
" change for his foal ?" How many a Lazarus is now in 
Abrahatll's bofolll; and ho\v lnany a rich mao, tllat once 
lived delicately on earth, is at this moment tormellted in 
heU-fire ! 1'he gor pel of peace is now preached in your 
ears. Believe in the name of the Lord Jefus Chril1, and 
ye fhaU be faved. I cannot promHe that you {hall be rich. 
but all things necelfary an: allured to you by the divine 
prolnifej f~oo ancl railnellt, fupport under trials, ftrengtb 
for duty, and in the world to conle, everlafiing refl. 
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ON THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION .1' CHILDREN. 

SERMON 31. 

Preached in the Old Prefbyterian Church in New-York, tOA 

very numerous audience, on the evening of the fccond Sab ... 
bath in May, 1789. 

-.t. 

J.nd th~ lJrought young child,~n ~o him, tllat lu -shiuiJ. ' 
touch thOll, and his tli8cipl~$ relnded tho$~ thaI ~'·I)l.g hl 
them. But when JeSU8 saw it, he tDaI much d~~-pk{l.s'f'il, 
and said Ilnto ~hem, SuJfor t.v little childrell to ca~nt! 1Lnto 
m~) and jorlJUl them not: for of meh is 'he lingdom (JfG~tI. 
Verily [say unto you, Whosoever shaJlnot rfCeit;~ the hng
dQm of God Q3 a little child, he shaU not enter tMreillf1 ~,ul 
he tool then' up in his arms, put hi& hcuuk "UJIon t~m, and 
"Iesa~d lh~m. ' ' 

T HERE are few things in which perr:tf~3 of reneclioD, 
in zenera}, and efpecially thofe who fear G-Af, arc 

more agreed, than the importance of the rifrng gefleration; 
or, which is the true meaning of that expreffion, the a
portance of the infiruClion and government of youth; 

This is a fubjeit of great extent, and m3Y a1 [,:l t,e W:tll 
up in a great variety of lights.. I am one of tho;(: "tho thklk 
that it may, as well as many others, be, with nmen ad
,'antage, confidered doCtrinally; and that a cl~at' vie'll of 
divine truth upon every [ubject, will have tl~ mo(} pow
erful and happy influence, 110t only in dirett:ng OUt' fen-· 
timents, but in governing our pra8ice. 

VeL. II. Ii 



On the Religious 

There is much to be feen (if the proper glory of the Re. 
deemer in this paffage of fcripture-His ufefulnefs-his 
attention to improve every feeminglyaccidental occur .. 
rence for the purpofe of infiruaion, and his amiable con. 
defcenfion to all who humbly applied to Him, and tender 
feeling for their wants and weaknefTes. It appears from 
this paffage, that the inhabitants about Jordan, where he 
then was, not only brought their fick to be healed, a. they 
did in moll other" places, but brought young chHdre· "that 
" be fhould touch them." - In Luke they are c, .~d i: ,
~nts; artd in the latter end or til,. pafiage now r· cltl, it is 
faid, he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, 
and bleffed them; fa that it is probable they were aU of 
them of very early age, and rome of them perhaps, literally 
what we ca11 infants, who could not }'et fpeak or walk. I 
fee not the leafl: foundation for \\?hat fome commentators 
imagine, that they might labor under fonle diforder, from 
which the parents' fuppofed he \\?oul~l Cllre them: If t)lis 
flad been tIle intention, the difciples \vou1d not, probably, 
llave found any fault with it. The probability is, that the 
parellts or relations of the chil(lren brought them, expe8:. 
iog that he would lay his hands-on them-authoritatively 
bIers them, and pray for thel'8; from which they believed 
important benefits migllt be derived to tllem. FJ'he dif
ciples, \\'e are told, "rebuked tl10fe tliat brought them," 
fiJppofing, doubtlefs, that it was an imp~rtinent and unlle
ceffary interruption of their maller, and that the children 
c~ld receive no benefit at tllat earl\1 time of life; and \vho 

. J 

knows but, like the hlllnan wifdonl of later times, they 
might think the attempt fuperfiitious as well as unneceffa
rye However, our Lord was of a different opinion, and 
faid-" Suffer tIle li.ttle chil(lren to conle unto me, alld 
" f~rbid them not; for of fuch is the lingdom of God. " 

Now the fingle fubjeCt of thLc: difcour(e {hall be to in. 
quire, "Vhat is the import of this dedant;~n 1 and,. '\that 
we may underrland our Saviour as affirming, when he
fays, of young children or infants, " of fnch is the king
" dom of God 1" After this, I wiU give fuch advlces as 
the trl,ths that may be efiahlHhed fhall fuggen, and as they 
leem to me nlofi proper tQ enforce" · 



EJ,.-tolion tif Chi/drttl. 

Let us dleD confider what we may underRand our Sa. 
vioor as affirming, when he fays of young children or in. 
fants, ~'of futh is the kingdom of God." I 

And, in the fim place, we may underfland by i~ that 
chiltlren may be taken within the bond of God's covenant. 
become members of the vifible church, and, in conre
quence, he r~/llti'O~!y boly. I do not found the lawful. 
nefs of infant baptifm on this paffage alone, and mean to 
enter into no cont:-dverfy on the fubjeft at tbiatime; but, 
as it is clearly eftabliihed in other palfages, it may .• -ell 
be underftood here. At any rate fo far as I have affirmed 
is undoubtedly certain, that they may &.admitted \Vithin 
the bond of God's covenant. lVe kllOW, that under t!lC 
Old Teflament, they received the figo of circumcifion, 
which in the New Teftament, is raid to be " a real of the 
" righ:eoufnefs that is Qf faith." (Rom .. iv. I I.) Alany be
ne~ts may arife from this. As in die natural conflitution 
of man, many advantages and difadvantages are derive<f, 
from parents upon the offsprin~, fo in the moral conftitu. 
tion of divine grace, many bJeffings. fpiritual and tempo.
raJ, may be inherited from pious parents. Children are 
the fubjeas of prayer; and, of confequence, within reac. 
~f the promife. The believer may jufUy hope for his feed 
dying "in infancy, and in ,fter life, many e\'entual provi. 
dential mercies ~ay be expeaed from that God who 
" fheweth mercy to thoufands of generations of them that 
" love him." 

It was urual in the moti ancient times, for aged or holy 
perfons to bIers children formally. I do not recol!ea in 
ancient hiliory, a more beautiful, or more tender (cene, 
th~n that we have recorded, Gen. xlviii. IS. of thepitri. 
arch Jacob's bleffing his grand-children, the (ons of Jofepb, 
when he was about to die-" And he bleffed Jofeph and 
"{aid, God before whom my fathers, Abraham and Iraac~ 
" (lie) wall" the God which fed me all my life long to this 
" (lay, tIle all gel which redeemed me from all evil, bIers 
" the lads; and let my name be named upon them, 
J' and the name of Iny fatbers, Abrahaol and Ifaae: 
~, l~nd let them grO\V into a multitude in -the midfl of the 
~'.eartb.'~ \Ve are told by an ~llcient \V~iter of the Ch~ 
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tian church, that Ignatius, afterwards bithor or Antioch, 
was one of thore children thus brought to Ch.rift lO1' hi. 
blefting; and there is no rt.ron, that 1 know of. to oppofe 
the tradition: For fuppofing him to have been an infant, 
or even from 2 to 5 years of age, it would make him only 
~ween 70 and 80 at the time of his martyrd~m, in the 
year 108 from the birth of Chrift. 

2. The declaration " of fuch is the kingdom of God," 
may be uitderflood to imply, that children may, even in 
infancy, be the fubjeas of regenerating grace, and thereby 
becqme really holy_ This is plain from the nature of the 
thing; for if they can carry the corrupt impreflion of 
Adam's nature ill their infant fiate, there can be no doubt 
bot they may be renewed after the image of him that ere .. 
_ted ~em. Almighty power can eaily have accefs to 
them, and can, in anfwer to prayers, l~ well as endeavo~ 
form them for their Maker'S fervice. See what the pro-

. phet Ifaiah fays, xxviii. 9- "Whom !11311 he teach know
., ledge? and whom ~all he make to 11 t14erftand ~oarine? 
U Thore that are ~eaned ~m the milk, and drawn frotq. 
., the hiealis. " Samuel wa~ a child pf prayer, and d~i .. 
~ated to God from his ipfant years, and it is faid of him, 
~ Sam. ii. 26. "And the child Sa",uel grew, and was in 
" favor both with the Lord, and alfo with men." It is 
~ expreflion frequ~ntly to be fonnel in pious writers, and 
~ODg the~ that are far from denying the univerfal cor .. 
ru})tiO;l of human nature, that fp~e may ~ faid to be 
fanaified from the womlr-that is, that the time of their 
renovati~n ~ay be beyond the rea~ both of underftand .. 
ing ~d memory; and this ~ing certainly poflible, may 
juftly be conficiered as the objea' ~f defire and the fubjeft 
of prayer. Few, perhaps, have failed to obferve, that 
fome (:hildren difc~ver upon the firft dawn of reafon, an 
amiable and traaa~le difpofition, and drink in fpiritual 
~ftru~ion with defire and delight; while others Jifcover 
a CrowanInefs and repugn~nce, that is with much difficulty, 
if at all, and fometime_ never, ov~rcome. 
'. 3- I think this declaration implies, that children are 
much more early capable of receiving benefit, even by 
9~t~ m~an" tban is ~n~rally fuppo(ed. No doubt 

- . 
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the reafon of the conduB: of the difciples was, that they 
ruppo(~ the children could receive no benefit. In this, 
from 0\..:( Lord's anfwer, it;:; ~robabl~ he thought them 
miftaken. I will not enlarg<.: on rome refined remarks of 
perfons as diftinguifhed for learning as piety; fome of 
whom have fuppofed, that they are capable of receiving 
impre8ions 6f ddire and averGun, and even of moral tem
per, prticularly, of love or hatred, in the firft year of 
their lives. I muft, however, mention a remark of the 
juDly celebrated M. Fenelon, archbifhop of Cambray, be. 
~ufc the faa on which it is founded is undeniable, and 
the deduaion from it important. He fays, that' before 
, they are thought capab1e of receiving any inftruCl:ion, or 
, the leaft pai~ are taken with them, they learn a lan
~ guage.-J,fany children at four years of age can fpeak 
'their mother tongue, though not with the fame accura
f cy or grammatical precifion, yet with greater readinefs 
c and fu~fs than moll fcholars do a foreign language 
~ after the flody of a whole life.' H I were to enlarge 
upon this I might fay, they not only difcover their intel. 
Jeaoal powers by connetting the idea witli the fign, but 
acquire many fentiments of good and evil, right and 
wrong, in that early period of their life. Such is the at
tention of children, that they often feem to know their 
parents' tempers fooner and better than they know their's, 
and to avail themfelves of that knowledge to obtain their 
de fires. 

To apply this to our prefe!lt fubjeCl:, or rather the oc
calion of it, allow me to obferve, that the circum fiances 
pf folemn tranfaftwns are often deeply engraven upon 
very youQg minds. I t is not impoffible that fome of thoro 
young children might recolleCt and be affeCted with the 
majefty and condefcenfion of Jefus of Nazareth, and the 
impreffion be attended with happy fruits. At any rate, 
as no doubt the parents would often relate the tranfaClion 
to their chHc!ren, this would be a kind of fecondary me. 
~ory, and have the fame effeCt upon their fentiments aud 
conduCt • . 

4. This decla~tion implies, that the earlieft, in gene. 
ral, is t~c fitteft and beft time for inftruCtion. 'I'his part 
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.r the fubjefi has been treated at full length by many wri. 
ters in every a~e, I thef!:fore fhall fay the lefs upon it
Only obferve, That the importance of early- infiruaion is 
written upon the whole fyftem of Aature, and repeated in 
every page or the hiflory of Providence. You may bend 
a young twig and make it receive almoft any fonn: but 
tilat which has attained to maturity, atld taken its ply, you 
will never bring into any other fbape than that which it 
naturall)· bears. In the fame manner thole habits ",hich 
men contraCt in earls- li~t', and are ftrengthened by time, 
it is ,lext to impoffible to cllange. Far be it from me to 
fay any thing in oppofition to the infinite power and abfo
lute fovereigllty of Goti; but let us alfo beware of confider
jng lilefe as 0VllOft:d to the natural cowfe of things, or th~ 
ufe and efficacy of means. 'Ve have many warnings 
upon this fubjetl: in fcripture, where the recovery of an 
habitllal and hardened finner, is likened to a natural iln
poffibility, Jer .. xiii. 23.-'1 Can the Ethi.opian change his 
., !kin, or the leopard his fpots? then may ye alfo do good 
" that are accuftomed to do evil." God will refuve to 
himidf his own abfolute fovereignty, but it is at every 
finner's o"rn peril if he prefllOJe' upen it and aLufe it. 

5. rfllis (}eclaratioll of our Saviour-" Of fucll is the 
" kingdom of G()(l".-;..may imply, that, in faa, the real 
difciples of C~rifl: chiefly confifl of thofe who are cal1ed in 
their earlier years. 1'he 'vifillle church of Chrift is a nu-
111erous ancl nlixecl rociet},; but his m},flical b(){ly, con~ 
filling of real llelievers, I tllillk we are warranted from. 
tllis paffage of fcripture and others, as weil as the analo~y 
of f,litll, anc.! the rearon anti nature of thillgS, to fllppore, 
confifts for the moll part of thofe who are called in infancy 
nnd }Touth. rrhis is an in1llortant trlltll, and dee})}y 
fraught with inftruCtion to all, of every rank. l'here are 
forne called after a courfe of oppofition to God" but they 
are few in comparifon; therefore the apofile Paul fly 1t:s 
llimfelf-" Olle bom out of (lIle time." Perllaps experi
ence ancl a (ltliberate view of t.Ile {late of the worl(l, is rut:' 
:ficient to prove this affertion. The infiances of conver, 
ii()11 ill all\'allcec.l life, are very rare: an(} WIle!l it feenls 
to l~apFen, it is perhaps ·moll comnlonly the refurreCtion 
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eCtll(\re feeds which were fown in inf,\ncy, hut had been 
iong Hitled by the violence of youthful paflions, or tbe 
purfuits of ambition and the hurry of. an atl~\·c: lile. I 
have known feverat inUances of th~ Infirutlions, long 
negletted, of dc:ceafed parents, at lail riting up, aHerting 
their authority" and pr.ducing the deepeR penitence and 
real relormation. But my ex~riences fumifhes me with 
no example of one brougllt up in ignorance and fecurjty~ 
after a long courfe of profanenefs, tllrnin~" at the clore 
of life, to the fervice of the liying God. The moll com .. 
mon cafe is, that the deep fieep continues to the lall, and, 
as the faying is, ':))ey die as they live; though in fome in
fiances, when the fins have been 'If the groffefl kind, con· 
fcience awakens at their going off the {!age, and they feem~ 
as it W@Fe, to begin the torments of hell with the terror 
of defpair • 
. You wiH liml in fome praCtical writers an opinion, or 
fentiment" that feems not ill.founded to the following pur .. 
pore, 'Some are called at the eleventh hour that none 
'may defpair,' and there arc: few, that none m~y prefume. 
Others make a dillillcl.ion, not without ground, as it feenls 
founded upon the wifdom and equity of the divin~. go
vernment; That \VhC!l tile gofpel conIes to a people that 
bad long fitten in <.l~\rk!leJs, there may be nunlerous con
verts of all ages; bllt \vhen the gofjlel Ilas been Jong 
preachecl in pJent}' and pllrity, allC) ortlillances regularly 
adminiftered" few but thoro who are called in early life 
are ever callc:d at all. A very judicious and piOllS \vriter~
Mr. Richartl Baxter, is of otli-nion, that in a regtl!ar nate 
of the church, alld a tolerable meaftl-re ot~ faithfulnefs and~ 
purity in its officers, family inflruclion and J!overnment 
are the ufual means of converfion" public ordinances of 
erlificatioll. This feems agreeable to the Jallguage of 
fcripture; for we are told God hath fet in the church 
" apolUes, prophets, evangeJifi~ pafiors and teachers.," 
(not for converting finners, but) "for perft:cting of d:e 
" faints for the work of the miniflry, and the edi~'ing of 
cc the body of Chrifi." It feems to add further weight tn 
this, that moll of thofe who are recorded in fcriptnre as 
eminent for piety, were called in early life; and \\'(; know 
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net bot it may have been the cafe with others, though tl~ 
particularly mentioned: Thofe I haye in view, are Abt •. 
ham, Mofes, Samuel, David, Solomon, Jotiah, Daniel, 
and the three ChiJd~n, in the Old Teftament.s and in 
the New, John Baptill and JoM the beloved. difciple ; 
of whom I may jull obrerv~ that no other reafon has ever 
been giv~n for the Saviourts diftinguifhing him by parti. 
cular afFefiion, but dlat he was the youngeft of the twelve. . 

6. In the Ian place, this declaration implies that the 
comparative innocence of children :$ a kifon to 9S, and 
an emblem of the temper and carriage of ehrift's real dif. 
ciples. This inftr1l8ion we are 110t left to infer for our
feJves. Our Lord has made the remark in the paffage 
where the text lies, 'I \Vhofoever fhall not receive tbe 
.. kingdom of God as a little child, fhall not enter there .. 
,l in .. " This is direruy levelled againft the pride of fe1f
fnliciency, and every rough and boifterous paftion. It is 
remarkable that the very fame image is made we of in fe
ycral paifages of fcripture. 1"hus, Manh. xviii. I, 2, 3, 

. 4. "At the fame time came the difciples unto Jefus, 
"faying. Who is the greateft in the kingdom of heaven? 
,. And Jefus called a little child unto him, and ret him in 
., the midft of them, and faid, verily I fay unto you, ex
., cept ye be converted, and become as little children, ye 
-' ihall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. Whofo
., ever, therefore (hall humble himfelf as this little chil(l, 
"the fame is greateft in the kingdom of heaven." So 
aJfo the apofUe Paul, 1 Cor .. xiv. 20. "Brethren, be not 
u children in underftanding: howbeit, in malice be ye 
., children, but in underftanding be men :"-And fur. 
ther, I Peter ii. I, 2. "Whereiore laying afide all ma. 
&\ lice, and all gtliJe, and hypocrifies, and envies, and 
.C all evil fpeakings, as new·l:>om ba~s, defire the fin
" cere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby!'
The graces of the fpirituallife recommended to us by this 
beautiful image, are humility ~ gentlenefs, teacbablenefs, 
fir.eerity, and eafinefs to be reconciled: all which are re
markable in young perfons, and are frequently loft or viti. 
ated by growing years. 

, 
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J come now to make a prafiical improvement of the 
fubjetl, \vhich fhall he confined to pointing out the duties 
fuggefted by the foregoing truths, as they are fc:verally 
incumbent on, I. parents; 2. children j 3- every hearer 

~ of the gofpel. 
~ ~ t. J ~t ur confider the duties incumbent on parenti. 
i.; ~ . !~, that of children or in~nts the Redeemer faid, of 
fuUl is the kingdom of God ? Then parents fhould be 
(I) thankful. Tbankfulnefs is a happy frame 9f fpirit in 
itfelf, and powerful1y reconciles the Inind·· ! ~'8icult, and 
animates it to important duties. Be thanktl.l 't~ for the 
hODor that is done you, fQr the troll that is repofed in 
llOU, and for the encouraging promife of God to aOift and 
~ccept oi you in the difcharge of it. " Children are the 
" gilt of God, and the fruit of the womb is his reward." 
I cannot eaftly figure to myCelf any greater earthly bleJliol 
than to have children to be the objeas of your care al1d 
diligence while you live, and to inherit )?our name and 
fubft an ce, when you yourfelves muft~ in the coune of na
ture, go off the ftage. And is it a little honor to be in
trufted \vith the care of there rational creatures of Godt 
born for immortality, and whofe prefent peace and fu
ture wellare depend {o much on your conduct? Are yotl 
not called to prepare members for the church of Chrift?
" for of ruch is his kingdom j" and however important 
the miniRry of ~he gofpel is (which I fhould be the laft to 
detrafl: from) you may know, that it is out of a miniller's 
power to {peak. to the underflanding of thofe who are not 
prepared by previous inftruaion. Bllt above all, how 
thankful fhould you be for the encouragement gi yen you 
to bring your children to the Saviour, and the promife 
of his bleffing. "He took them up in his anns, laid 
ac his hands on them and bleffed them." Fathers! Mo
thers! \Vhat gr~und of praire to the condcfcendirag 
Saviollf ! 

( 2.) Be early and diligent in infiruaion. This is th~ 
great and fubflantial evidence you are called to give of 
"O:lr thankfulnefs for the mercy. You have beard that 
~hi!\lren are m~ch mere early. capable of re~e'ving be· 
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nefit by outward means than is commonly fuppofed: Let 
not, therefore, the devil and the world be too far before
hand with you, in po[effin~ _ their fancy, e~gaging their 
afFettions, and mifleading thej~- Judgment. Is it a fable, 
or do I fpeak truth when I fay, many children learn to 
fwear before they learn to pray. It is indeed afFeBing 
to a ferious mind, to hear children lifping out ill-pro
nounced C,tllS, or fcurrilous and fcolding abufe, or even 
impur~ties which they do not underftand; fo that the firft 
fentiolents they forr..,. and the lirH words they utter, are 
thofe of impiety, malice, or (.bfcemty. Nay I have feen 
~hildren in their mother's arms aCtuall; taught to fcold, 
by uttering angry founds, before they could fpeak one 
word with diflinanefs~ It is wheny impoflible for me 
here to introduce a fyRem of direCtions as to the method 
ftC early infi1'ueIion; this mull: be learned elfewhere and 
at another time; but I mean to imprefs your minds with 
a fenfe of the imp~rtance and neceffity of" the duty, and · 
I win add, the eJlicacy of it. Remember the conneCtion 
between the duty and the promife---" Train up a child in 
Ie tIle way he fhoutd go, ana when he is-old he will not d"e-
" part from it.,t I knew a pious and judicious minifier, 
who affirmed, that we did not give credit to that part of 
God's word if we did not believe the certainty of the prO' .. 
mire, as well as the obligation of the duty; he was of opi. 
nion, that every parent, when he feemed to fail, fhould 
~onclude that he himfeIf had been undutifl11, and not that 
God had been unfaithful. 

(3.) Be circumfpect and edifying in your example. 
All the arguments that prefs the former exhortation, ap
ply with the fame, I)erhaps I may fay, with double force 
to this. Example is itfelf the Inofi powerful and fuecefs-
fut inftmCt:ion; and example is neeeifary to give meaning 
and in6,uence to all other inflruaion. This is one of' 
the oldeft maxims upon the fubject of education ;-1'he 
Roman fatyrift fays, "Nil dian vifuve f<2dum hrec 
n limina tangat intra qure puer eft." Let nothing bafe 
be feen or heartl within theie \valls in whicll a child is. 
-An.1 if children naturally form their fentiments, ~bits 
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and manners, by imitation of others in general, how 
much more powerful oluft be the example of parents, 
who are every hour in their fight, \\,hom nature teaches 
them, and whom duty obliges them to love, and when 
it comes recomnlended by \.h ..... co~~tinual intercourfe, and 
the endearing fervices that flow from that intimate re
lation. 

(4.) Lafily, parents are taught here perfeverance and 
importunity in prayer. This, indeed, is an important 
thing upon every fubjeC\: of our requefts to God. Our 
Saviour fpoke a parabJe on purpofe to teach men, that 
they fhould pray and not faint, Luke xviii. 1. And if 
we are called to believe, that h if we afk any thing agree. 
" able to his will, he heareth us," what more agreeable 
to his will than frequent and importunate prayer for the 
temporal and fpiritual happinefs of children-What a 
fupport this to the faith of prayer. You ought, at the 
fame time, to remember that, as the prophet J~remiah 
fays, U it is good for a man to hope and quietly to wait 
U for the falvation of God." The anr\~,.er of prayer may 
come at a much greater difiance thall we are apt to look 
for it. There is a remarkable Anecdote handed down to 
us, refpeCling the famous St. Auguftine. He was the fon 
of atl eminently pious woman, whore name was Monica, 
yet he was in his youth very loofe and diforderly. One 
of his fellow-citizens, it is [aid, feeing him pars along the 
fireet, refleCted upon him with great feverity, as a dif
grace to fociety; but another made anf\ver, that he was 
not without hopes of him after all, for he thought it neAt to 
impoffible that the fon of fo many prayers filouJd perilh.-. 
And we know, that in faa, he became in due time one of 
the moll eminent champions for evangelical truth. There 
is not the lean doubt that many prayers, and efpecially of 
this kil1d, may have their anf,ver and accomplifhment 
after the believer that offered thenl has been many years 
fleeping in the dun. 

2)0 'fhe truths abo\1'e illufirated, ruggeft important ad. 
vices to children, that is, to fuch young perfons as arc 
able to underHand and apply them. (Ie) Preferve a ten ... 
dt:TllCfs of heart, and be thankful that you are not yet 
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hardened by habitual guilt, DOl' fentenced to ~rpetual 
barrenners by the judgment of a righteous God. Elleem, 
embrace, improve the precious but flying tCafon. Heark. 
en to the inftru8ions i)f parents i the admonitions of 
pafton, the leO"ons of providence, and the diaat~s of 
God's holy fpirit fpeaking by the confcience. Think of 
the amiablenefs of early piety in tIle fight of men; and 
its acceptablenefs in the fight of Goc1-" I love them that 
f& love me," fays he by his prophet; "and they that reek 
" me early fha1l find me." 

(2.) Be not fatisfied with, or truft in outward privile
ges. If you are the children of pious parents, who have 
lived near to God; if you have been tavored with early 
in ft ruai on , unlefs thefe advantages are improved, they 
will not plead for, but againft you, at the great day. 
This is the ditlate both of fcri ptllre and rcafon~ " to 
~, whomfoever much is given, of them Dluch will be re
~, quired." There is a c\)mmon faying, that is neither 
agreeable to truth nor experience, and yet fometimeit 
obtains belief in a blitldecl worlll, that the children of 
good people are as bad as any: as if early education, 
which is of fo much influence in learning every thing 
elfe, 1houid have no effect in religion. On the contrary, 
where do we expeCt to find pious youth, but in pious 
families, or fober and indllfirious youth, bllt in faber atld 
induftrious families? I 1hould call that man prudent 1 

(he con(lu.:t of life, \\1110 in the choice of a [en7ant, an 
apprenti~e) or a partner in bl.lfinefs, would pay almoft 
as much attelltion to the blood alld parentage, as to the 
perfon with whom he was to be immediately conneCted. 
But if \ve take notice of \vhat probably gave occ,lfion to 
the miltake, viz. that the wicked children of pious pa
rellts are the worn: of any, it is a truth of the urman 010. 
ment, atld eafily aCCOllnted for. rrlley burfl: afun(Ier 
the flrongeft ties, they are under the unhappy necdIity of 
mafleri11g confcience by higil.hal1(leu ,,'ickedrlels, an~l 
,;ommonly come to fpeedy and deferved ruin: "He that 
.' being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, fhall fudtlenly 
t' pe ~cftroyed, ;t.nd that ~ith~ut remedy." · 

• 
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(3') Do not fatisfy yourfelveswithanameto live, wbile 
you are dead. Though fome young perfons religiouOy 
educated, by f&lling into diiolute fociety, become open 
pro8iga~es, theie are others who retain the form without 
the life of religion: Therefore, if nature hath given you. 
amiablf! difpofitions i if thefe bave been cultivated by • 
pious and prudent education; if you feel the renraint of. 
natural confcience; if you are de6roos of public praite. 
or afraid of public fbamf'., do not negleCt any of thefe pre
fervatives from fin; but yet endeavor to obtain, and fee 
that you be governed by a principle fuperior to them all, 
the hope of final acceptance with God through Chrift. 
Afk of him to give you a new heart, and a new fpirit. 
to " create you a-new in Chrin Jefus unto good workS
f' which God hath before ordained, that we fhouJd walk in 
" them." 

In the laO: place, this fubjefi fuggefls fom~ important 
inftruaions to the hearers of the gofpel in general. (I.) 
Lofe no time in providing for your great and beft intereft. 
Every argument that tends to fhew the importance of 
early piety, may be applied, with equal or greater forc~ 
to {hew the danger of delay in more advanced years. 
'\That is wife or amiable in youth, is neceffary to thole 
\Vho are nearer their journey's end. But confidering my
felf as f peaking to profc:ffing Chrirtiiln~ what I would 
eanlelUy advife you, is, to apply the principles above laid 
down.. to particular purpofe~, as well as to your general 
condl1cl:. If confdence: or providence has pointed out to 
you any thing thllt you may do to advantag\!, either for 
yourfdves or others, lore no time in fetting about it, be
caufe you do not kno\v how little time may be yours: So 
fays the wife.nan, Ecc. ix. 10. U \Vhatfoever thy hand 
"fiotieth t( <1o, do it \\lith thy might; for there is no 
'\ ,,'ork, nor device, tlOr knowlec)ge, nor wifdom, in the 
,~ grave ~'hither tilOU goel!." 

(2.) Do not forget the improvement of this fubjetl, 
w'llich our Saviour himfelf has pointed out; imitate the 
telnper of children; learn to be humble and teachable, 
gentle and eary to be in treated. Both watch and pray 
agaiun all violent attachment$, rude and boillerous pal: 



fions, anti deep rooted refentment. Obferve bow the 
little lambs Isy do.-o their refentment. and forget their 
quarrels. Under this particular, it is proper to recom
mend a decency of deportment, and a contempt of all 
vanity and as-ctlation, as well as fimplicit, and lina: .. 
rity of fpcech, and a contempt uf all arti&ce and re. 
illftDent. The apoOle has given an excellent defcrip. 
tisJn of this, 2 Cor. i .. 12. "For our rejoicing is this. 
.. the teftilQony of our confcience, that in fimplicity 
C& and godly finccrity, not with flefhl, wifdom, bot by 
.& the grace of God, we have had our converfation in the 
" world." 

(3.) Set a good example before others in general, bot 
ef~ially young perfons. The old rule, Maxillla tie. 
jet.,. Pl#rU rt:Wmllia, ought to be pondered as well as 
recollefied. It is of much importance what our vifible 
c:ondua is, at all times, and in all plat~s, became we 
continually contribute to form each others tempers and 
habits; but greater caution is nte:e[ary in prefence of 
young perfons, both bccaufe thry are moll prone to imi. 
tation, and bttaufe they have the leaR judgment to 
m~ke proper difiinaions, or to refu(e the evil, and choofe 
the good. Some inftances nlight be given, in which 
things nlight be raid or done, before pcrfons of full under. 
ftaoding, without injury·, that could not be done with· 
~t injury, or at leaft without danger, ~.Iore perCon; in 
early life. 

( 4-) In the laft place, be not wanting in your endea
,·ors and prayers for the public interefl of religion, and 
tbe profllerit, of the Redeenter's kingdom. Support, by 
your condua and converfation.. the public credit of reli· 
gion.-\Vhat is more powerful over the minds of men 
ilnd th:! manners of the age, than public opinion? It i$ 
T.10re powerful than the moll f:lnguinary laws. And 
what is public opinion? It is formed by the fenttments 
that are moll frequently heard, and mon approved in 
converfation. Had we a jun fenre of the importance of 
vifible religion, what a powerful principle 'vould it be, 
of prudent, watchful" guarded condufl, in every nate and 
circu;utlance of lile? '\"bate\'er reafon there may ~ to 
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eomplain of the frequency of hypocrlfy, or reeking the 
IppIaufe of men, I am afraid there is no lefs rearon to 
complain of the want of attention to that precept of tbe 
apoftle, "Look not every man on his own things, but 
"every man alfo on the things of others; I, or of our 
Lord himfelf, l\tfatt. v. 16. "Let your Jight fo fhine be. 
"fore men, that they may fee your good works, atld 
" glorify your Father which is in heaven." I apprehend 
that thefe feemingly oppofrte faults, are not always fepa
rated, but often found in the fame perfons; that is to ray, 
there may be a ftrong defire after, and endeavor to obtain 
public applaufe, by a few fplendid and popular af\ions, 
and yet but little attention to that prudent and exemplary 
condua, which promctes public ufefulnefs. Confider 
\ithat you have heard, and the Lord give you underlland
iog to improve and apply it, for Chrift's fake. Amen. 
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DEVOTEDNESS TO GOD4f 
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PSALM C!(Vi. 16. 

fJn Lortl, tTlII!! I Q1II t'''9 $~rvtmt; I lUll tIly ,el'Vtmt, anJ lAc 
80n of '''U~ Mndmaid: tAo" I.,t IDtI$N my IKJIU/$. 

ACTIO. SERXOY. 

l\fy BRETHREN, 

THERE is fomething (0 fervent and deaionate id 
the language of the nlaD after God's own he~ that 

it is eAtremely proper to be adopted by us in .as of ado
ration, truft, or fupplication to God. I anl at a lois to de
termine, whether we ought to confider the Chriftian's ac
tefs to God, at his holy table, chiefly under one or other 
of there vie\\'s.. I am inclined to think that it is a fort of 
compound ot union of the whole-\Teneration and wore 
fhip of the eternal God, and the incarnate Redeemer, ex. 
hibited to us, and as it were brought near to us by the help 
of the infiituted figns: Reliance and confidence in God, 
from the opportunity given us of laying hold of his cove
nant: and thankful fupplication to God for his fupport 
alld countenance, in the furrender of ourfelves to his fer. 
vice. 1 cannot help looking upon the words of the pfaJm .. 
i!l: in this pa[age, as carrying in them a mixture of aU 
there holy affections. "011 Lord, truly 1 am thy r.r. 

li Ala. II. I:a I 



ec nut; J am thy fernnt, and the (on of thine handmaid. 
M Thou hafrlOofed my bonds: I .ill offer to thee the fa
M crifice fX tbankfgiving, and will call upon the name of 
• the Lord." 

This PralOI, c1.hidl David is oniverfa11y admitted to 
l»e the author, feems plainly to have been compofed after 
rome fignal deliverance, of which the l'eDlCmbrance was 
frefh upon his mind. It was fuch as had broUght his life 
itCeJf into the mOil imminent danger.. He acknowledges 
in the verfe preceding the text. the peculiar and gracious 
cue which God takes of the life of his people: " Precious 
&& in the fight of the lord i: the death of bis faints;" and 
then makea the profeflion of relation, gratitude, and fIIuty, 
contained in the words of the text. As they (eem to 
me to be very comprehenfive, and with great propriety to 
expre(s what ought to be the habitual temper of a Cbrir. 
tian, and the frame of fpirit with which a communicant 
ought to draw near to God at his table; 1 thall endeavor, 
in dependance on divine grace, 

Ie To open the import of the Pfalmifl's.-dedaratien and 
pl1rpole. 

B. To- apply it to yoo as hearers of the Gofpel in gee 
Beral, as well u with a view to the facred employmear 
immediately befere you..-

Firft, then, I propofe te-open tho importefthe Pfalmifl'~ 
declaration and purpofe in the text. This I think may 
~ included in the lollowina partitulars, to which I intreat
your ferious attention. 

Ie This-expre8ion of the king of Ifrael,. implies a very 
ltomble fenfe of his diftance from, and dependance upon 
God, as his creature. This is the firft view which a peRi. 
tent bath of himfelf "'hen he retllrns to Goo. It is the 
firft view which a good man bath of himfdf in his af)
proaclle3 to or comlnunion witll God. Alld indeed it is. 
"hat ought to be infeparable from the exercife of every 
ether pioua affct\ion. To have as it were high and ho
norable thought~ of the lnajefty and ~reatnefs of the living 
God,_ and a deep and awful impreffion of the immediate 
aA(\ continual prefcnce of the hcart,fcarcbinl God-tbis-



aatunlly produces the greateft fetf.abafement, and the 
moll unfeigned fubjetiion of fpirit, before our Maker. It 
leads to a confemon of him as Lord over all, and having 
the moll abfolute right not only to the obedience, but to 
the difpofal of all his creatures. I cannot help thinkin. 
tbis is conveyed to us in the language of the Pfalmiftt 
when he fays, " 0 Lord, truly I am thy fervant." He 
was a prince among his fubjetl:s, and had many other ho
norable diftinflions, both natural and acquired, among 
men; Lut he was fenfible of his being a fervant and fub. 
jea of the King of kings; and the force of his expreOion, 
" truly I am thy fervant," not only lignifies the certainty 
fi the thing, but ho-w deeply and ftrongly he then felt a 
tonviaion of its truth. 

SufFc:r me to fay, my brethren, that there is much more 
in this, than many apprehend. T'be fcriptun: fpeaks often 
of the knowledge of God, of a difcovery of the glory« 
Gcd, as a thing peculiar to his people, which is very dif. 
ferent from merely fpecu)ative opinions as to his nature 
and perfeaions. It implies an awful imprcftion of his 
power and greatnefs, a deep fenfe how little the creature is 
before him, and how entirely it is in his hand. I love 
that expreflion ufed by fev~ral pious writers of the Iaft age, 
of Oowing before the fovereignty of God. When a be
liever or a worfhipper hath a proper view of this; when it 

- is brought home upon his fpirit; it as it were banifhes aU 
other things, all other relations, all other perfons; and he 
is, to his apprehenfion, alone in the prefence of the invi .. 
fible God. And then what abafeolent of foul is of necef.. 
fity produced! then no Janguage can be found fufiicicnt 
to exprefs his vilenefs and nothingnef, in his own fight. 
He may be a rich man among his poor neighbors, or a 
great Dian among his numerous attendants, or a learned 
man among the ignorant vulgar; but alas, he is no more 
than finful dun and afhes before the onlnipotent Jehovah~ 
-fhere is fomething very magnificent in the defcription 
given by the prophet Ifaiah of the majefty of God, and 
the correfpondent fentiments of thore \\rho fee and feel it, 
in the 2d chapter of his prophecies. verfe 10, II. "En .. 
" tcr into the rock, and hide thee in the dun, for fear of 
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" the Lord, and for the glory of his Majefiy. The lofty" 
" looks of m~n fualJ be hunlbled, anc} the haughtinefs of 
JC men fball be bo\ved down, and the Lord alone {hall be 
" e~alted in that day." And again, verfes i9, ~O, 1-1, 12. 

" ~nd they fhall go intQ the holes of the rocks. ancl into 
~, the ~aves of the earth, for fear of tIle Lord, and for th~ 
" glory of his majdly, when he arifeth to fhake terribly 
" the ea~th. In that day a man DIan caft hi~ idols of fil. 
F' ver, and his idols of gold, \\7hjch they made, each one 
" for himfelf to worfhip~ to the moles and to the bats: to 
" go into the cl~fts Qf the rocks, allcl iQto tIle tops of the 
,~ r~gged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of 
" his majelly, when he arifeth to 1hake terribly the earth. 
" Ceafe ye from DlaQ, whore breatll is in his nofirils : 
.' for u,llerein is he to be accounted of ?1' . . .. . .. . 

· %. This d~c1aration of the Pfa1mill implies a confer. 
fion of his being bound by particular covenant and coo~ 
lent un!o God, and a repetition of the fame by a new ad· 
herence. rrhis, as it was certainly true with regard to him, 
havillg often dedicated himfdf to God, fo I take it to be 
con~luded on the reiteration of the expreffion here, '" Ott 
" Lord, truly I a~ thy ferv;tnt, I a~ thy (ervant. " As 
if he had f,!-id, ' Oh J..()rq, it is llfl(leniable; it is impof:. 
f' fible to receq~ from it~ I am thine by m,any ties. I al11 
f by q~ture thy fubjeCt ~nd thy ~r~ature; and ~ have m~ny 
f, times confeffed thy right, and promift!d my own duty~' 
I need not tnention to . you, ~ither the examples in th¢ 
rfalmiti's writings, or the occafions in his h~ftory, o~ 
which qe'folemnly furrendered' himfelf to God. It is fuf
ficient to fay, t~at ~t wa~ very proper th~t he {bould fre
quently ~all thi~ to mind, and confers it before God, as 
what, "t}lpugh it could not make hi~ CreatfJr'S right an,Y 
fironger, would certa~nly m~ke the guilt of his own vici. 
lation Qf ~~, fo much tpe great~r. It was ~ertainly alfo a 
repetition of thof~ engagements, and a f~lemn promife qf 
continued adhereri"ce tp theine There is no app~arance 
in his language, tl].a,t he either regrets or repents his rub. 
jeCtion ~o qod; on t~e'cont1"ary, he manifefis his delibe. 
rate approbation ~r it, as his interefi as w~l1 as duty. 
What ~e fay~ here t~ qod? ha~ 1op1e~h~ng of the iiml; 
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meaning with what he fays elfewhere to his own foul. Pfa. 
!(vi. 2. "0 my foul, thou hall. raid unto the Lord, thou art 
"my Lord. " And he afterwards ex prdfes the greateR 
complacency in this choice, verfes 5, 6, of the above 
PfaIm, " The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, 
" and my cup; thou maintainefl: my lot. The lines afP 
'" fallen unto me in pleafant places; yea, I have a goodly 
" heritage." 

I take it to be very natural for pious perfons to look 
back upon their formtr engagements to God. It is a part 
of the worfhip they owe to him, not only to g10rify him 
~s God, but to a(lhere to him as their God. It comes in 
with propriety as a part of confernon, of praire, and of ho
ly refolution. It humbles the fpirit under a renfe of fin, 
as a breach of pronlife, as well as duty. It is matter of 
praire that we have been inclined and enabled to give our-
1elves to God, accoTflillg to the beautiful lentiment of Da
vid, who gives thanks to God, that he and his people had 
been enabled to make loch free and lil)eral contributions 
to tIle bJlil<ling of the Tenlple, I Chron. xxix. 13, 14 
~, Now therefore, our (Jod, we thank thee, and praife thy 
,., glorious name. But who am I, and what is my peop1e, 
" tllat \~e filo~l(1 be able to offer fo \\lillingly after this 
~, fort? for all things corne of the~, alld of tIline o\vn ha\re 
." we given thee~ t, It is a1fo plainly a part of our new 
engagement, which 1S no more than a ratification of what 
\ve have 9ften and willingly done before. 

3. 1'pis declaration of the PfalmHl is an expreffion of 
his peculiar and frecial relation to God, "I nm thy fer
" ,tant Ul1d the fon of thine han(llnai(l." rrllere is ano
ther pafTage of his writings, where tIle fame expreffioll oc
curs, Pfal. lxx.xvi .. ~6. "0 tUl-n onto me, anc} have mer-. . 

~, cy upon lne, give thy firength unto thy ftn"aqt, and rave 
" tile fon of thiJle hanumaicl." 1'Ilere is fome variation 
indeed among interpreters in the way of illufirating this 
phrafe. Some take it for a figurative way of affirming 
that h.e \\'as bound in the firongefl n\an~ler to God, as 
thore fchjlclren WI10 were l1orn, of a maid.fervant, and born 
in Ills o\vn houfe, are in the mofl abfolute manner IllS 
property. Others ta~~ i~ to fJgnify his being not onl1 
. . . 



DetJDtedntls to God. 

brought up in a vifibJe church of God, but in a pious famL 
Jy, and educated in his fear, and otllers \vouJd have it to 
lignify fiill more e fpeci any , that the Pfahnifl's mother was 
an eminently pious woman. And indeed I do not think 
that w~s a circumfiance, if true, either unworthy cH him 
to remember, or of the fpirit of God to put upon record. 
In the New l"efiament, we find the 3p!>lIle Paul, taking 
notice of a Gmilar circumflance in the cafe of Timothy, 
~ Tim. i. s. "\Vhen I call to remembrance the unfeign
U ed faith that is in thee, &c." Without determining 
precife1y in what feofe to take the words, it is certainly 
added here to lignify fome peculiar and intimate relation 
to God, which laid him under the firongefl ties of adlle. 
renee and fubjeCtion. 

As there was much beauty and proptiety in the pralm
ins mentioning this circumfiance, fo every pious perron 
ought efpecially in the Lord's fupper, to recolleCt the pe .. 
culiar relations he {lands under to God. Even as meR). 
bers of the vifible Cll\lrch we are the fervants of God, bom 
in his houfe, baptized in his name, favored with the light 
of the gofpel, blelfed with cIearnefs and fullners of infiruc
lion, animated by eminent and fhining examples. As 
Rlany as Ill\7e lleen brollgl;t tIP eitller as clli)(lren or fer. 
\7ants ill pious fanliJies, feparated from the folicitations, 
and flleltercd fron"} the illfll]ts of wicked men; careful in
flruttiol), regular goverllment, faithful adillonition and 
killU invitatiol1, laid as it were a firia and po\verful con. 
ftrlillt ul>on thenl, lJTougllt tllem into, ancl kept tllem in 
tlle p~\tlls of lliet)Y an (I trutll: OUgllt they 110t to remem
ber it \\rith 11umility alld gratitude, flay, if by Ineans of but 
one piOtlS parent,· or otller relation, had beell brougllt to 
acquaintance with God, it ought to be rememberecl as lay~ 
illg them ullder pecllliar ties. 1"0 all \vhich I fnaIl only . 
add, that if by the goodnefs of a gracious God, any form~r 
nleans of infl:ruftion, public or private, or fingul~r difpen
fation of providence, Jlas been a(;COlllpanie(1 witll-Ilo\ver, 
it ought to be improved in this new furrender of ourfelves 
to God, at once to incre"fe our prefent gratitude a¥d pro
nlote our future fiedfafinefs ill the p.tths of obedienc~.-
This leads me to ppftrvc, 
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4. That the declaration of the Pfalmift implies a fcnr. 
o! gratitude for fignal mercies. "1'hou haft Joofcd my 
" bonds." I think it is probable that .. hat be had in vicw 
immediately here was, deliverance from perfonal aftliaion. 
probably a dangerous ficknefs, threatening immediate t:ia: 
folution. But the way in which it is introduced and the 
ure to which it is applied, is eq~alJy fuited to deliverances 
of every kind and uk, to aU fignal mercies which were 
greatly needed or highly prized. He afcribes the honor 
of it to God, he puts it to Ilis OWil charge as a debt due to 
00<1, and on this account propofes a retum of duty and 
gratitude to God. It were no difficult matter to produce 
examples of a fimilar condut't in the Pfalmift, on his being 
favored with remarkable delive~nces in his family, from 
the enemies of his country, from Dander and reproach, 
or in unexpeCled honor an(l advancement, &s was hia 
from the fheepfold to the kingdom of Ifrael. 

Now ought not every good man, to fonow the exam ... 
pIe of the Pfalmift in this particular, to remember and ac
knowledge all infiances of lignal mercy. 1'hcre is ~. 
Jy any perfon, but may re':oUeB: feveral examples of there 
in the courfe of their lives. They may remember how 
earllefiJy they defired deliverance in the time of danger. 
what a fenfe of gratitude was upon their minds, when the 
mercy was recent, and this may be profitably improved. 
for firengthening the ties which they lie under to God their 
~aviollr. This will have a (Iouble effef}, if the deliverance 
-was implored by the prayer oi faith, an(i if allY Illarks can 
be di£cemed, of their having obtained the fanai6ed im
provernent of it. But above aU, with what propriety may 
they adopt the language of the Plalmifi, if they have beeft 
delivered from hondage of fpirit, as well as fear and foll
citude as to their outward flate. And it frequently hap .. 
pens, that thefe two go together, It was allnoR: a)\,"a}'s fo 
with the Pfalmifi, and is natural to e~pt"a that it will be 
fo with every fcrious perton; fOf afiiiCtion brings fin to 
remembrance, and tt~y not only tremble, for the iifue 0{ 
the trial under which they grcun, but apprehend the holy 
difpleafure of tllat 600, \vho c~fi thenl into the ftlmace. 
ant! with wholn they have to do. But if the candle: of the 
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Lonl a~!n fhineth upon them, and they are walkiog in 
the light of his countenance, tll-, ma~ .-dl fay ,,-jlh tlJe 
P&lmill, u 0 Lord, truly I am thy JC"·~t, I am tby fer • 
•• vant, and the fen of thy hand·milid: thou haft loofai 
., my bo1IC)S. " 

s. In the lall place, This declantion implies a foJemn 
dedication and furrender of himfelf to God, .nd his fenite 
fOr the time to come. This is the end of the retrofpttt 
which be taket of his cbaratler and ftat~ .& I .HI 08i:r to 
.. thee the factalice of thankfgiying~ and ,,-iU c~1I upon the 
\c name of the Lon.l. If H~ was refolved to live a life of 
gratitcde to God, to take all methods of openly and pub
lidy acknowledging him as the aut~or of his mttdes. H 
.. e would fee further his purpofe, we m~ look back to 
tbe 8, 9, lOt vet. U For ':hou ball ddiveml my f6ul (rom 
,~ death, mine eyes irom tears, and my fttt frbrn faJling.~ 
He promifC3 therefore a li(~ of obedience, and as the foorce 
of thankful troll and acquiefcence in God, he feems by 
the 11th verfe, to have been difconcerted by difcoverinc 
tbe treachety of men~ but evety thing is re8i6ed and made 
up by the goodners and all.(uiliciency of God. 

So my brethren, ought every perion who i$ this day to 
fit down at the table of • Lonl, ~rter a ferious recolJet\ion 
of all his pall mercies, to devote and confttrate himfeJ( 
llnto God. Take bim for your ponton: place ye-ur hap
piners in his favor; rettiYe yout daily bread from bim as 
his gift; pay for every mercy the tnoote of praife ; live not 
upon the creature 1Y'thout God, but ende~vor to enrich 
and fweeten created comforts, by COlnmilnion witb God : 
Rcfolve to ferve him with your body and fpint which are 
his, ferve hinl fincere)~·, refolving that nothing fhall ha'-e 
qtliet poffdiion of your heart, or indulgence ill your l~re. 
that is contrary to his wi!1. Serve hin. with zeal, cfpoufe 
his intereft, pl~ad his caure, and eftccm it your honor, if 
by your authority, by your talents, by your fuhfiance, you 
can promote his glory. Put your ttuft in his pro\"idcn('c. 
You are yet in the body, liahle to all the vicifliiudcs oft~is 
mortal nate. Be perfuaded of the infanite wiiilom and an. 
fufliciency of God. Let him dill)ofe of you frcdy. Refill 
c1cefiivc: anxiety ancl fear, and ol'pofe to aU tbe gloomy 
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JaorTorS of a fruitful appn:henfion, the fhield of faith in 
aftpigbty ftrength, ,,-hieb is able to bear you up fuperlor 
to every trial, and to c\·ery enemy. Do in every fiate of 
difficulty as the prophct. lfaiah, in the name of God, in
yitts the people of Ifrae1 to do on the approach of public: 
juclgmctlt, lfaiah xxvi. 20. "Com~, my people, enter 
" thou into thy chambers, and thut thy doors about thee: 
" hide thvfelf as it were fui a little moment, until the in. . , . 

~ dignalion be ovcrpaft." . . 
I proceed. now in the Jafl place, to make (orne praaical 

impro~ement of this fubject, 
I. Suffc:r me, Iny brethren, to p'lead with every finner;. 

to p~ad with every hearer. in this affembly, the right of 
his Maker to his fervice. He hat,h made a~d formed you, 
and his vi,fit~tion preferves you~ fpirit~. He on~y hol.deth 
your foul in life, and unto him belong the ifrue from death 
-:-Of him, and to him, a~"ld through him, are all things. 
Have you ~herefor~ ferved him as your mafier, and placed 
your happinefs on his favors. _ I ehoofe, my brethre~, t~ 
dert God's dominion over his creatures, that if it pleafe 
hinl to accoml1311Y it \\'ith his fpirit, it may rarty convic. 
lion to m~ny who are living in <iuiet and felf.fatisfaaion, 
althou~h they are dead in trefpaH"es and fins. lvlany, if 
they are free from groffer corruptions, are no way appre
~nfive of the danger of being 'i"Jithout God in the worM. 
Ignorance of themfd\'es, extenuation of fin, foolifhly 
pJacill~ a merit in a fe\l.· COffilnon outfide duties, all(l pre. 
Jumptucus hopes in God's general mercy, are the delufive 
grounds of the hope of fuch perfons. Nay, fometimes, 
t 'as for their toUy! the chief thing they have to truft to, is 
tile ill that they h,\\'e Ilot (](lne. I really do not fwear, 
r.,ys one, I hate drinking abominably, it is a beamy vice. 
'\~hat lignify thde partiai jullifications ? I have known, 
thougll it is not COmOl0!1, I contefs, an h~bitllal adulterer 
that would not t\vear, and I could fhew you a covetous 
h=trd hearted wretch, grinuing every day the faces of the 
poor, that will neither drink nor fwear. But are you the 
fervants of God? arc you clevoted to his fear? believe it 
firs, there is an abfolute neceffity of an entire change in 
your nature, to fit you lor the kingdom of God. Y QU arc ,70 1\. D. :\1 au 

• 
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his creatures, you ought to be his fervants, and j:n one 
{enre indeed his enemies are his fervants, beeaofe they are 
under the dominion of -his Providence, and, fhall at lall be 
the monument. of his vengeance. Be warned then in 
time, for you may ren affured that no man hath hardened 

. bimfelf againft him, and profpered. . 
2. Bot in the next place, I muft not omit giving war ... 

ning cl their danger,· to fuch as are living in open and 
avowed profanity. They are fo far from being the fer
vants of God, that they are his enemies, his confederated 
enemies, and the enemies of every thing that ftands in 
a vifible relation to him. I will once more, my brethren, 
take the liberty to denounce the judgmen~ of God, againft 
all fuch perfons, and I am preaching the gofpel of Chrift 
-hile I am doing fo, for he 1hall be revealed from heaven 
in flaming fire. And all profane fwearers that fpeak the 
language of hell on earth, fhall have it as their abode fot 
ever. All defpifers of the fabbath of reft . - -

.8 tb f • • 
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THE RIGHTEOUS SCARCELY S.\VED, AND THE 

WlcnD CERTAINLY DESTROYED. 

SERMON 33 • 

••• 

I PE~ER. iv. 18. 

ALL mankind may be divided into two gra,t cl~.., 
the righteous and the wicked, the ~ndl and the 

enemies of God, the heirs of glory md the heirs of bdl. 
There, though mixed together on earth, and in many cales 
not eddy to be diftinguifhed by men, are yet efreotially 
different in their charaCters, and fhall at Iaft meet with a 
very different fate. Of how much moment would it be 
for every one to fee his own charaaet' and Rate befQJe the 
final reparation, when the judge 1hall divide them, one 
from the other, as a fhepherd divideth the -fheep front tho 
goats! 

There are many awful tokens of divine juflice and 
balinefs in the adminiftration of Providence, which ought 
to be confidered by us, as preludes to the great day of re. 
tribution, when God fball render to every man, accord. 
ing to his works. The apofile Peter, in the verfes pre
ceding the text, is fpeaking of the divine judgments which 
'were coming upon that generation, and which were ill 
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part, to fall neD upon the church and people of GO(1. __ 
TrOm ",is he ta~es occafion to point out the infinit~11 
Ileater danger of imllenitent finners, .ho\vere expofcd, 
Dot ooly to t~ fame or heavier temporal flrok~s, but to a 
fi~ and ~mal deilruition, verfe 17, "}tor the tim~. is 
&t come that judgment mult begin at dIe boufe of God : 
U and if it firtl begin at o~ what fhall the eo() be of them 
a that obey not the gofpel of God?" Confidering &lro that 
C.oo io righteous fcverity, fees it necef.ry to make eveq 
his own peopl~ to pars through the fu~ce, and through 
much tribulation. to enter into tl'.e kiDgdODl of God, he 
inftitutes the comparifon in the text, to point out the dread. 
ful ftate of the finally impenitent; ".And jf the righteous 
U fcarq:ly t.e raved, where fhall the uqgodly and the fin.. 
,a Del appear i" 

In difcourling f~rther upon this fubj~C}, what I pro. 
po~i~ . 

I. To upJain the import of the declaration, or (uPW
fition, in the firft part 01' the !e~t, that "the rightCouS 
" fcarceJy are favec!-" 

D. To confider the conclufion drawn from it, by the 
apoftle, "w~re fhaU the ung~iy and the finner ::ppear?" 

10. I fhall make a praflical improvement of ~ (ub
jea for Jour inftruaioo, and dir«\ion. 

In the fim place then, I am to e~plain tbe import cJ 
the declaration. or fuppofition, in the firll part of the text. 
that ~'the righteous are tCartdy fa"ed." ·Cbere is the 
gleater neceOity Qf this, tbat the exprdiion is both ftrong 
and fingular. ·rhere are many paffa~s indeed, that ~ar
ry in them trQths akin to it, apd (o~nded uPQn it i but 
the fentiment itfelf, is almoll peculiar to this pafiaF, th~t 
" the righteoll$ are fcarcely fav~d." ·fhere ar~ rome, WllO 

fuppofe that the expreftion i~ borrowed fron" or alludes to 
Prov. xi. 31• ~'BebQkl, the righteous thall be.recompenfed 
!' in the earth: much nlO~ the wicked an(l tIle 61111~r." 
The meaning t.~ey give thus: Even the right~ous muD: 
e~pea to nl~t with fufferings and cal~nlitic:s on earth, 
mucb more, wicked men, under the jUll difpleafure of a 
bply~. But I think it is l)lain, that the 3llolile in o\\r 

" 
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teEt, has an eye to the decifive judgment or the laft day; 
for he fays in the preceding verfe, " What fhan the end be 
" of them, that obey not the gofpel of God." It is no 
.,here faid in fcripture, that wicked men fhall be punifh. 
cd in the prefent life, in a manner fully adequate to their 
guilt, much lefs that a juft and vifible proportion is to be 
obfenred between their fufFerings and thole of the fervantl 
of God. On the contrary, they are called the men of the 
.orld; it is faid~ they have their part and portion in this 
li~ and their profperity, c~mpared with lhe trials and 
fufFerings of good men, appears to have been in every age 
a fource of temptation to the children of God. 

\Ve mufl therefore underfland the apoftle, as fpeaking 
of the eternal flate, &th of the righteous and the wicked, 
in the correfpondent parts of this palfage. What then is 
the meaning of the righteous being fcarcely raved? It 
Qnnot mean that there is any defe8: or ftraitnefs in the 
mercy of God. rfbe invitation to finners in the go(pel. 
is not only urgent, but full. free, and infinitely gracious. 
It cannot mean that there is any defe8: in the nlind or 
power of our Redeemer, as if the fecurity of thofe who 
put their troll in him were to be doubted, or their vitiory 
over all the eneRlies of t}leir fal\'arion were uncertain. 
To affix any ruch meaning to the words, would be to fet 
them in dirttl oppofition to many other paffages of (crip
rure, and to do the greateft injury to the divine wifdom and 
truth. In order therefore, to open the iOlport of this in
terefting declaration, you 81ay obferve the following things: 

I. The righteous may be faid to be fcarcely faved, be
caule aU are juftly liable to .divine vengeance, and it is 
only of the free grace, and fovereign mercy of God, that 
any are faved. - Th;s, my brethren, is a truth of tile great: 
eft moment, repeated in almoft every page of the facred 
oracles, but which none can either ullclerftand or approve, 
till t~.ey are effeaually humbled by the fpirit of God. 
It is however, the; fum and fubftance of the gofpel. See 
in what terms it is defcribed by the apoRIe Paul, Eph. ii. 
4-10. u But God, who is l'ich in mercy, for his great 
f' love wherewith he loved us, even \vhen we were dead 
f' in fins, tlath quickened us together with. Chrift: (by 

-
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• , grace ye are raved) and hath raired us up together, and 
" made us fit together in heavenly places in Chrifl Jerus • 
• ' That in the ages to come he might fhew. the exceeding 
" riches of his grace, i~ his kindnefs toward us, through 
~, Chrifl: Jefus. For by grace are ye raved throllgk faith; 
" and that not of yourit:lves; it is the gift of God: Not 
., of \vorks, left any man 1110uld boaft: For we are his 
JI 'Workmanfhip, . created in Chrift Jefus lIfito good works, 
u which God hath before Qr(lained that we fhould walk in 
~, them.'~ There is not a believer on earth, nor a faint 
in heaven, but who is ready to acknowledge, that he wa$ 
by nature an eDenlY to God in his mind by wicked works; 
that he had highly provoked him, and that if God had 
dealt with hitn in ftriCt julliee, he would have been for 
ever banifhed from his pr~fence and enjoyment. Proba. 
bly many will recollect the time of their ignorance and 
fectlrity, and admire the patience of God towards them, 
and fee that they are indeed fcareely raved, fioce they 
have been brought back from the very brink of deftruCtion. 
If any malefaCtor had been arraigned, judged and (:on. 
demned to die~ and after apprehending the jun punifh .. 
ment of his crime, fhould be hlved by an aCt of royal 
clemenc}', at a flake or on a fcaffold, would he not con
ftder himfe)f as fcarcely faved. But this is no more than 
.a juft image of the Rate and views of a pardoned finner, 
and what will continue to be the views of tllofe who llave 
entered into relt. They are clothed with white robes, as 
~ll emblem, not of innocence, but abfolution, at}(} the 
f.ong of praife which they fing, intimates the condition 
from Wllicll they \vere brought, Rev. v. 9. "Thou art 
" worthy to take the book, and to open the fe.als thereof: 
J' for thou wafl fiain, and haft recleerned us to God by thy 
"blood, out of every kindred, at1d tonglle, and people, 
" and nation;" verfe Il. "Worthy is the lamb th~t wa$ 
" fJaill, to receive power, aIld riclles, and wifdom, and 
.. ' llrength, and honor, and glory, and blefiing." 

rrhis lea(l$ me to obrerve, that as their falvatioll is of 
fovereign graee in the Father's love, fo it was purehafed 
by the moft amazing fufl(~rings of their Redeenler in their 
rOOnl, They are fcarce1), faved, not only from the want 
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of merit in themfelves, but fronl the infinite expence and 
coft laid out by him for their redemption. Such was the 
evil of fin, and fo deplotable the ftate of the finner, that 
the wifdom, truth, and holinefs of God, feemed all to de. 
mand his. p~rdition. The whole creation .could not fur
pifh a fufticlent ranfom; for the redemption of the foul 
was precious, and it ceafed forever. Then the eternal 
Son . of God, clothed \Vith infinite mercy, and conyeyed 
in fovereign power, prefented himfelf as our Redeemer. 
faying, "Lo, I come," &e. Oh, amazing truth! Oh, UD

fcarchable fubjeCl:! J uftly may we fay, that the righteOltl 
fcarce)y are faved, fince it required fo coftly an expiation. 
Let us remember in faith, what our Saviour endured in 
the garden and on tile crofs, before he could fay it was 
finifhed; a.nd we fhall be conflrained to confers that it 
was no eafy undertaking to redeem thofe fouls that wen: 
forfeited to divine jufiice •. 

To conclude this particular, the righteous aTe fcarceJ1 
faved, becaufe the application of this redemption to their 
fouls, and their being brought to an unfeigned acceptance 
C)f it, tequired the almighty power and energy of the fpiris 
of grace. This alfo is a part of that revealed truth, which 
the natllral man hears with reluetance, and cannot re. 
ceive. Yet it is not only plainly taught in fcripture. 
but daily ratified in experience. John i. 13. "Which
" were born not of blo()(l, nor of the will of the fte~ nor 
" of the will of man, but of God.'" 'Vithout the )'Ower 
of the. holy Ghofi, the gofpel may be preached to finners 
from day today, ?snd from year to year, and yet they fhall 
continue in their natural and miferable fiate. 

It is the work of the fpirit to open the blinded under .. 
1ianding, to awaken the fecure and dozing confcience, 
and to berl(l the ftllbborn ,vi]) to tIle obe(lience of tIle gore 
pel. We are alfo plainly given to underftand, that if a 
linner long refifis the IDotions of the Spirit, ~he confe
quence, in tIle economy of proviclence, is freqllently that 
this divine agent departs from him, and ceafes any longer 
to flrive with him. Every fuch perfon is left to himrelt~ 
given up to the dominion of his luns, and the en{laving 
,ower Qf habit; and to fills up the meaf~1re of his iniqui. 
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ties, till he is ripe for final judgment and deftruaio. ... 
Let us Jevera1ly confider, that if fuch provifion was made 
by an all. wiJe God, for the recovery !Jf foch of his crea
tures as had fallen by their iniquity, it cOtl1d not be 004 

neceffary. And furely the whole qf theie views ~onfpire in 
epening the meaning and confh~ming the truth of wbat we 
are told in this paffage, that the righteous are f~arcely f~ved. 

2. The right~us may be raid to be (cucely favul, be
eaufe their mlmber is bnt very (mall. There an: few tbilt be 
laved in comparifon of thofe that perith, and in compari ... 
fon of thofe that leek and pretend to ho]lC for falvation. 
. This, if it be a truth, is certainly pregnant wilh mean. 
ing, and deeply imerefiing. I know there are rome who 
!lave no great love to any tIling that diTCaJy leads to dif.. 
turb the repofe of a drowfy flothfol fpiritt who are fo:-ad of 
~nying or calling in queftion this truth. They a)Jete 
that our Saviour evaded it as an improper quenioll~ when 
propofed to him by his dikiples. Luke :siii. 23. " Then 
&, raid one unto him, Lord, aR there kw that be raved r~ 
Bllt truly I cannot fee how he- could have anfnted it more 
plainly. or ind~c! Blore properly, than in the following 
words, "Strive to enter in at the ftrait ,ate: for many, I 
k fay unto you, wiD reek to en~r in, and {hall not be able." 
:r.fpecially if we com~ them with the parallel place in 
}'Ianh. vii. 13. "Enter ye in at the ftrait gate: for \Vide 
., is the gate and broacl is the way that l~adcth to dcftruc
It tion~ and many the~ be which go in t~reat.,t 

'Vbat fllall be the number of the redeemed at taft, and 
wbat proportion it fball bear to the whole race of ~\dam, 
before the ene,J of thi~ Rate of things, it is impoffible for us 
to kno\v.. It is pleafant to indulge the hope that it lhall he 
Yery great, 8n(1 that there are tio-.c:s yet to come, \vhen tile 
profperity of the Re(leemer~s kingdom fhall be glOriOllS, 
and the. triQmphs of his grace perbaps univcrf.ll. But 
when we tpeak of the number of ruth as fhall be f~\:~(J, 
we mull fpeak of it as relating to thi)Ce whom \\'e now ft"e, 
1tl1d their charatlers as dra\\"n ill the oracles of trutll. ...\n(1 
rurely if \1:e p.'Y the leaft regard to the marks of religion 
laid down in fcripture, we mull be fenfible what onllii. 
tudes are iiving in dil'cf\ oppofition to them, and that thero 
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ate many, who though they are calJtd by the name of 
Cbrift, and maintain lome degree of outwud ~ 
yet they are far from being Chriftianl in eked mel in t1'Uth. 
Milth. vii. 21.. U Not every one that faith onto w., Lord. 
"Lord, fnall el1ter into the kingdom or Maftn: but he 
1& that doeth the will of my Father which is in hnYen." 

3. When the apoftle &js that the righteous fcan:cly are 
faved, it may mean that many make not only a commoo 
but an eminent profdion of refagion, who yet thaD be 
fOund !inally defcaive, when weighed in the baJance '* 
the fantluary. It may mean, that not only the unaodI7 
and 0~n1y profane 'open fhall be rejeaed, but that aD 
who feem tn be righteous 'han not be found fo upon tri~ 
Dis feems to lead us to confider the di&Rnce bmteen 
the charitabl~ ce~n.l, and uncertain judgment of man, 
and the ftria, infalli~ and decifive judgment. Gad. 
'l1ais is beautifully leprekntm by our S..ioul', in the para
ble of the tares of the field, Matth. xiii. 24, and on ... , 
bot JCMl may panicolarly fee what is laid from t:le 28th 
ftrf~ "The fuvants Caic: unto him, wilt thou theJi that 
" we go and gather them ap? But he faid, nay, left while 
.. ye gather up the ta~s, ~ root up aIfo the wheat with 
• them.. Let both grow ~her until the harftft; and 
" in the time of ha~ft J will la, to the rapers, gather 
., ye toge~r firft the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
.. bum them: but gather the _heat into my bun .. 'J 

There is • circumfbnce to be particular)y attended to 
he~, that not only fh,JI many deceive their fellow eIS

tures by a falfc profe.if~ but no! a few WI more efWlu .. 
ally and DlCft fatally deceive themfdves, faJinK they fhaIt 
hive peace though tbey walk after the imagination of their 
own hearts. There are m3ny exhortations in fcripture. to 
guard againft deceiving ourfel.es i oE which I than only 
nlentioo one, Gal. iv. 7. ~'Be not cleceiftd. God is DGt 
" inocked: for wbatfoever & man fOweth. that hll he 
" alfo reap.. ~ If our Saviour found it necefary to fa, to 
the twe)\·e whom he had cboIeDt "Ye know not what 
" manner of fpirit ye ve or." much more may the rame 
thing be raid to numbtrs of proIej&og ChriftiaDs in daefC 
laR days. The~ aR many fins that may .there to a reli. 
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gious pnld&on.. or be covered.-ith a f&creel -ml,. whith 
yet are incan6Rent with true ftli~. See wbat the 
apofUe Paul fays, I Cor. xiii. I. a& Though ~ fJak with 
•• the tongues cl men a...t of .1l~S. and have not charity • 
.. I am beoolR as roo.Ming brats,. 01' a tinkling cymbal." 
Aod the apoRJe James i. 26. ... If any man among Joa 
.. teem to be mi,lious. a.ld bridlcth not his tongue,. bot 
u deceiveth his 0'.0 beart~ this ma'l~S Rligion is vain.· 
It is an awful clefcr:ption &i\-eD us by OUI' Savioul', Matth.. 
vii. 22. ., Many w;U fa, to me in that day, Lord,. Lord • 
.. have we not prop.'lefied in. thy name? And in thy 
" name: haft caft out devils? And in thy name done 
•• OWlJ .ondertul works? And then willI prorers unto 
., them.. I nefti' knew you: depart &om me, y. that wOtt 
4.& iniquity." 

I fhali only add one ~VKlence, with which experience 
furnifhes us. that even in an enli~nt profdIion there may 
bet at bottom no finterity. There Beyel' was a time of 
trat in the chUM by pcncc:ution., but theR .~re fevetal 
of the moft enlinent ill lation, gitts and pnRIion, whe 
were guilty of apofiuy; a fure cvich-~ that t.y were 
JM)t found in the faith, and a great ~ffon of humiliatioll 
sod caution to us. True religiOll bears aU trials. and it 
is only he that ~ndureth to the end that Alan be raved. 
It is highly probable,. that the apofllc bad thi; v~ry thing 
in view ~ in the pdage where my text lies; for in the 
preceding verf~ be had been animating them to ruffer as 
ChriniUl~ a~d CQ.WlcllKks in the following v~rre thus, 
" 'Vberefurt let them that (uffel', acconling tothe will of 
~ God, conllllit the keeping of their fouls to him in well. 
~, doing as unto * faithful Crcator.'7 

.. In the lall place the righteous are fcareely faved, be .. 
cauJe thore who ue fa\tetJ, fhal) be fav~! with much diffi
culty.. That is to fay.. it will mJuire the utmoft exertion 
ef their care and vigil~nce. "fhey may e,.'petl a ~onti
n~l conflia \vith temptations and trials f:-om without, 
and the 8irrjnss of corruptions from within.. There is 
I!othin~ Illore COllt,ary to the fcripture vie\\F of ()llr chrifti. 
an CO\lr(e, tha" to fuppofe it a flate 'of unmolefled (llliet. 
ft~u~ity an" indul,cnce, it b rcprefented to us by eve.., 



image tbat carries in it the idea of oppofition, aaivity and 
wigilance. It is ftriving, Matth. vii. 13. 6& Ent~r ye in at 
" tbe ftraighl gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the 
1& way, that leadeth to deftru8.ion, and many there be 
1& ",hich go in thereat:" It is contending in a race, Heb. 
xii. 1. "\Vherefore, feeing we alfo arc com paffed about 
• with fo great a cloud of witnefTe~ Jet us lay afide every 
"weight, and the fin which doth fo eamy beret us, and 
M let us run \\"ith patience the race that is ret before us." 
)t is fighting, J Tim. vi. 12. bFight the Rood fight or 
'" faith," and it is reprefented as inceffant labor, Phil .. ii. 
12. " \\7ork out )'our OW11 falvation ~·ith fear and trem-
., 1>1illlt-" . 
· Indeed when we confider from what, and how many 
qU:lrte~ we mull expctl: oppofition, this truth will appear 
with the fulleft evidence. Confider the impla~able h~ed 
of the great adveriary, the reproach and injuries of wklled 
men, their ftiU more pernicious example: and folici 
the allurenlents of the world, in this fellfible Rate, and 
treachery and deceitfulnefs of our o\\"n hearts. Of . 
great danger of all there we have the greateft reafon to be 
convinced from the confeffion and teftimony of thofe who 
have gone before us; yet over them aU the believ~ muft 
obtain the vitlory, and ihaJI obtain it in his Redeemer's
flrength. 1 John v. 4. Ie For whatfoever is born of God 
'" overcOlneth the wor1d: and this is the viaory that over-
N cometh the \\'orld, even our faith." ~~, .,,'. 

There is nothing here {aid contrary to what the (crip
ture infor~s us, of the peace alld confolation that attends 
the praf.tice of true religion. I t is not raid to difcourage 
the believer; but to put him on his guard, and to ,~am 
him not to mifiake the nature and foundation of that peace 
he is entitled to expea~ It does not confitl in a negleCt 
ef his enemies, far leis in a confederacy with, or fubjeCli. 
on to them, but in the affured profpe8, and growing evi. 
dence of his vitlory over them. Further, the inward con. 
folation of a Chriftian does not confifi in thinking light of 
ftn, by excufing it, or jll{Ht}'in~ himfelf by denying it; but 
in unteigned felf.denial, a willingnefs to fee the evil of 
tin, "-nd laking fhame to himfdf by confeffing it, together 
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with evangelical views of divine mercy in the pardon of 
it, and the promifed ftrength of divine grace to enable 
him to refiO: and fubdue it. 

U. I proceed now to the fecond thing propored, which 
was to confider the inference drawn in the Jan part of the 
verfe, "where lhaU the ungodly and the finner appear :" 
I need fcaret!, teU you, that the form of a queftion nfed 
bere, is a very common figure of fpeech to fignify their 
dreadful fatoation. This juft but very a\Vful inference, is 
intended for the terror of thofe who live in open Ul1godli. 
nefs, and avowed contempt of divine mercy. Perhaps it 
may be proper from the context, to . ~onfider a little the 
time when the wicked fhall be expoted to this terrible 
danger: and then the import of the threatening itfelf. As 
to the time when the difference is to appear, it may be, 

1. In a time of public calamity, or any remarkable vi. 
fitatioll of divine reverity. Such a time is defcribed, Luke 
X.2S,26. "There lhaU be upon the earth diftrefs of 
";Jlations, with perplexity; the fea and the waves roar. 
~"ng; men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
c, after thofe things which are coming on the earth; for 
&& the powers of heaven 1hall be 1haken." Then the con· 
fcience of the moO: obdurate is fometimes alarmed. I am 
fenfible, and I have formerly hinted, that good men have 
no charter of exemption from outw~rd fufferings. But in 
thefe times of general trial, the difference between them 
and others is "'very great. They have an anchor of hope 
in the favor of a reconcilep, and in the wifdom and provi ... 
dence of an omnipotent God. But the proiane and un. 
godly, terrified by the reproaches of a guilty confcience, 
are made to tremble, thrp~gh fear 9f the execution of de. 
ferved judgment. . 

2. In a time of perfonaI dift~efs., and apparent danger 
of death. This important change is no light matter. even 
to the beft. They have often flQ f~all clegre~ of folicitude 
and fear, as to the manner of gQing thrQugh this laft anet 

. decifive con6iCl. But how ~uch ~pr~ (earful an afpeB: 
inufi the king of terrors wear, to the impenitent finner? 
when the charm is difiolved, and all his finru) pleafures 
arc turned in~() w~rm-w~od ~.nd g~ll; when he fees b~ 
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.. oft bid an eternal farewen to every fenfual dcJiaht, en
ur into a .world of fpirits; and appear ill the prefeDcc of 
~. But, 

3- Both there are only preparatory to the da, or jade
_~ "For we mull all appear bebe the judpieut-_ 
c, of Otrin." Then his people fhaJ) Hft up their headt with 
joy, for the day of their mJemption has arriftd. But 
with what inexprelflbJe confufion fhall the wicked then 
be covered? In 'lain fhall they call upon the mountains 
JIld hills to cover them from the wrath of the l.amb. 
Now they af&ont hi~ penon. oppofe his reign, reO his 
fpirit, and fcom his fervan:s. But where 0a1l they ap
pear, and what will they do, wb.!n' the " Lord JeCua fhaII 
" be revealed from heaven in laming fire, taking "en
~ geance on thenl that know not God, aod .y not tI:e 
" gofpel ?', 

This leads me more particularly to confider the import 
of the infc:rence in the text, U If the righteous fcarcclJ be 
"faved, where Olaf} the ungcxlIy and the finner appear ?»' 
And J think it plainly carries in it three things, that from 
the hGlinefs and Ceventy of God, and the righteous bn:eIy 
J>eing Caved, we may Jearn the certaiDty, the greatnefs. 
and the juftice of the pupifhment of impenitmt finDerS. 

I. The ce~nty of it. That as die threateoings an: 
awful, the execution fhall be inevitable. Men are ex
ceediqgly prone, from partiality to tbemCelves, and from 
the f~ggeflions of the father of liess to difbelieve the 
t~reatenings as well as t~ promifes of God. 1nis wu a 
great part of the temptation to the commiflion of the firft 
ijll', . Gen. iii. 4- " And the ferpent faid unto the woman, 
" ye fhall not fure]y die." And the credit that was ciYeQ 
to it at that time, has been·continued by finners in f!'1ery 
fubfequent age.. Th~y are ready to prefume upon tha 
general goodnefs of GQd, and to flatter tbemfelves that 
his thr~atenings fhall be either wholly remitted or gleatly 
aba.ted~ We find that fome men of torrupt minds have 
~ven ret themfelves to reafon againft the rigor of tl'te faip. 
ture denunciations againft fin, alld the eternal punifh. 
~er~ of finner~~ 
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Blithe II ratal the deJofion ? The troth fI Cod is 111 
iafcpanble .. to this c1eaitfUI expe6ation. If: iii. 10. 
I.. .. Say Jf: to the righteou~ tbat it thall be well with 
II him; for ~ fhall eat the mt of their doings. W cae 
• 1mtO the -icked! it Chall be ill with him; for the Ie • 
.. want of bis hands fhall be Riven him.... PC I. 2J~ 23 • 

.. ThefC tbings haft thou cIor.e~ and I kept filenee: tbeMa 

.. ~. that I was altegether Coda an one as tbyfelf: 

.. but I will rep! ewe thee. and fer them in Older before 
•• thiDe eyes. . Now confider thi$t Jf! that Earget God~ left 
M I tear y_ in pief:e5t and tbm: be none todeliftr .... NaJ • 
.. ooly is this afferted ill the wont of ~ but the .. hole 
procedure of divine Providence fervH to cOImrm it. 1£ 
1be falvatioa of the righteoos is with difficulty obtainc:d; 
if tOOl' m!elnption is fo dearJt purchafed; if Quill mull 
bleed ~fun: ~y can be forgi.en; hOlY fLan the ungodly 
Iae ~ to ft~nd in the judgment! If e\·~n the fCrvants of 
God IRu! be expofcd to to many fu.rin~ ill the day of 
trial, wbat mull be the condition of his enemies in the 
.y of Rt1'ibutiOll? If e~n the fins of the holy muft be 
~ how fball the crimes ef the impenitent pUs unpu
Difhed ? This is plainly one part of the truth contained 
ill this paLge; and whoeftJ" will delibentely confader 
the unib In tenor of the holy fcriptu~ and compare it 
with the difptnfations of divine Providence, will have 
redon to tr~mble at the dreadful flate of inconigiblc fin .. 
~. and to fay with the apoRle Paul, Heb. sit. 25- .. See 
a .. that )~ n:fule JH)t him that fpeaketh. For if they ef
., aped not ,.,ho refur~ him that fJWte on earth~ nl!lch 
, .. more fhaU nO! we ercape~ if we tum away from ruin 
!'" that (pea.keth from beaven.'" 

2. The expreflion in the te~ impl~s the greatnefs of 
the puniihment. of fi nne rs. It is indeed, my brethren, 
every where n:prefented in fcripture in rueh term~ as 
ferve to convey to U$ tho moll dreauflll apprehenfions of 
its weight~ as well as the d~~ft COI1ViBioil of its certaillty. 
It is reprefented is the blacknefs of (brltnefs forever, am:l 
as a worm that fbaJI never die. But the inlagc ",oft c\)m .. 
monly \)foo is fire, wh'~h is the nlo:l terrible to rc-nl~ or 
:dl the elem:ms we ha\~~ any kuowledbe of. It is a lake 
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that burns '9ith fire and brimftone for eVCrIIIOTe. "1tb. 
GUt entering at all into the queflion, how much is literal. 
and how much figurative in thefe images. the jun conclu
ion front them is, that thole who Iball be the final RIO

a.-nts of diYioe vengeance, fhall be in , Bate forrowful 
and COlnfortlerS as dukoefs, painful as a pwing worm, 
and dreadful as fire. 

This is alCo maniteftly founded on the refleaion in the 
tot, "if the righteous are feareely raYed:" if they fuler 
10 much at prefent by divine pennilfion; if they fuffer to 
much by the perfc:cution of the ungGdly. wb~t a load or 
'tf:9F&nce .waits the wicked in the day of reckoning • 
• hen he will recompenCe tribulation to the troublers ,of his 
dlofen? I f there is fo much holy (eventy necdary on ac
count of fin even in the preCent life, which is the time of 
divine forburance, even towards the children of God, 
who are the obje8s of his everlafting love, what fIlall be 
the ftate ofthofe who have out-finned the feafon of his ~ 
and forfc:ited all title to his mercy, on whom be intends at 
once to glorifY his juftice,. and to magnify his power. 
Hear the words of the Holy GhoR 2 Thdf. i. 9. u 'Vllo 
., fhaU be punitl1cd with everlailing defirutlion from the 
" preCence of the Lord,. and from the glory of his po\ver .. " 

3. The exprefiion in the text:. implies the Juftice of the 
punifhmellt of fillners. This is a circllmfiance al,,·a}·s 
to be taken in, for at the Ian day he lball judge the world 
in rightenufnefs by that man, whom he bath ordailled. 
He fhaU judge the wor],l in righteoufnefs and the people 
lYltb his truth. This is a circumftancc not only lot- the 
iUullration of the glory of God.. but for the manifc:ftation 
of the prefent truth. If the puniOlment of finners were not 
jun. it could not be great; if it were not known and felt 
by themfd\"cs to be juft, it would not be intolerable.---

• h = •• • 
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THE YOKE OF CHRIST. 

SERlVION 34. 

. . .,_red 

MA T'fHF.W xi. 30. 

For m.y yr;lle i8 easy, anim.y h~rde1i' isl;!!4,. 

;A CLEAR view bf (tivine ttuth is of the utmoR mo
,. ~ent, both to the holinefs ancl comfort of the chi!-
~rell of God. They are tanCtified by the truth. It is no 
.lefs tleceffary, by manifefiation of the truth, to turn 

I finners from the errdr of their ways; for the word of God 
I:~ is quick aDd powerful. While we keep there things in 

view, we ~ught alfo to remember, that the 'truths of God 
arehljured, not only by opporttion, but perverfion. We 
are aIfured that tll0fe \vho ar~ 'unlearned and unftable, 
wreftthis good WOled of God to their own def1:ruaion.. If 
this, is the cafe, .it follo~s ilatutally, that as the-bait is 
mon d!lngerous, when the hook is moll effeCtually co~ce.al.
eel; fo falfhood will be moil apt to infinuate itielf, Wliell 

. It wears the habit, and has tl~ greaten refemblance to 
real trutll. 

rfhe reafon of my ufing this introduCtioil to what fhall 
be offereel on the text now read, is, that it is one of the 
paffages mon frequentlYt and mort· artfully perverted, or 
Jnoft unhappily mifapplied. It coritains a moll: important 
at~d falutary truth, if taken in its. propet meaning, and 
according to 'he analogy of faith. But as it is wrcfitd ana 
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perverted by men of Comlpt mind$, it is often made Ie 
convey a Ilupifying and dangerous poiron.. What ~ 
important, than to deftroy the unjull Iccafations of the 
father of lies, as if religion were a htavy and infupporta .. 
bJe burden? But if, on the other hand, the fame thing is 
made ure of to few pillows for ail am,boles, and fing tbe 

- finner afiec:p in rerurity, it is equally deftruaive. There. 
fore, in difcour6ng of this fubjet\, through the af&ftanc:c 
of divine grace, I will eode.yor .. 

I. To fhow you what you are not to fuppofe, implied 
in this declaration of our Lord, "My yoke is eary, and 
,& my burden light." 

D.. 'Vhat is its true and proper meaning, and 
Ill. In the laO: place, to apply the fubjefl. 

Firft, thent I am to thow you what you are not to (up
pofe im!,lied in tbis declaration of our Lord, .~ My yoke is 
u eafy, and my burden light." On this, I befeec:h you 
~o attend to the following obfervations. . 

I. When our Saviour fays, "My yoke is eafy, and 
.. my bumen light,;' you are not to fuppore that he has 
narrowed the extent, or weakened the obligation of the 
law of God. . There are fome who fpeak in fuch terms, 
as if they thought that Chrifi had granted tome licenfe and 
indulgence to human corruption: that h~ had abated the 
feverity of the law, and would not be fo highly offended 
by the tranfgreftion of it. Becaufe we are taught that be 
hath redeemed us. from the eurfe of the law, or the rigor of 
its fantlion as a covenant of works, they fpeak al if they 
thought, or at leaft fo as to lead others to think, that he 
hath made void the obligation of it as a rule Qf duty. But 
~he law of God is perfeCt, eternal, and unchangeable. It is 
~.tnnrcript of his own nature, which he \viII not, orwhicb, 
~. fpDk it with reverence, he cannot tlifpenfe with. The 
Icripture exprefsly fays, that he cannot deny himfelf. 

Now our bleffed Lord himfelf has told llS upon this fub.. 
ject, l\'!atth. v. 17, 18. "Think not that I am come to de
" firoy the law or the proph~ts: I am not come to denroy, 
.. but to fulfil. For verily I fay unto you, till heaven 
"and earth pafs, one jot or Qne -title {hall in no wir. 
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1& pJs &om the law. tiD all be fu16lIed .. ,. Agreeably to this. 
he haIh b..~n fo £V from narrowi"l the utat or the Ia ... 
dar be baIh _ned its honor, yilGdicaled it from the fa:ia 
aIofc$ and Joore interpfttation of the ScrUs and Pbari
ics; and pointed out its (pintualily and influenc~ til*' 
die confcieoce and heart. See lenni inftances. this in 
the above cited chapter. particularly va~s 21, 22, .... 

27. ,,8. uYe have ~ that it ,""IS raid by them 01 aid 
"rime, Tbco fhalt not kill: aDd~ wbofoeftf laR liD. 
C& fhall be in daoJtCr of the judgment: But I faJ unto JOG. 
C& tbat \Vbofoe"~ is angry with his brother without a n.~_ 
" IhaII be in danger of the judgmenti and whofGewer 8aQ 
.' fay to his brother. Rae, fhall be in danger of the couo
" cil: but wboraevet' fhall fay. thou fool, hll be in dan
" ger of hc:lI,fire. Ye have heard that it was faid by tile. 
Cl of old tim~ -Thou fhalt not commit ad\lltclJ: but! fa, 
" unto you, that whofoever looketh oa a WOIIIaD to luft 
ce aftet her, hath committed .dultery with her Wod.y ira 
,e his heart. n How dillant is this from ftluoa:ioD. .. 
from modifying and accommodating the Jaw to the car. 
ruptions of men! .And as to the obligation of the law, no. 
thing is more clear, than that our S:.viour has not takeQ 
from, bot added to it in many ways. He has added to it 
by the clearnefs of the difcovery which he luth made of the 
divine nature 'and will; by the moll glorious difplay of 
divine mercy through him; and as a jull and necdfa'1 
confequence, 'by tbe awful threatenings which he hath de. 
nounced againft t~ore who ihali continue to defpife the 
grace of the gofpe1. Hebrews ii. 2, 3.. "For if the word 
"fpoken by angels was Redraft, and evety tranfgrdfion 
" and difobedience received a jull recompence of reward i 
" how {hall we efcape if we negleCl: fo great falvation~ 
" which at the fira began to be fpoken by the Lord. and 
" was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ?'. And 
the fame epifile. ch. x.. verfes 26, 27. 28, 29, " For if we 
" fin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge 
U of the truth, there remaineth no more facrifice for fins, 
" but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
~ indignation, wl}ich filall (levour the ad,·erfaries. Ho 
.~ ~t d.elpifed M.of~s' law, died without nlc:rcy under two 



U 'f three witnetles: ofhow muc:h fearer ponifhment, rup' 
.. pore ~ tha1l he be thooght .anhy ~ who hath trnIId~n 
1& ender foot the Son oJ God, and bath coonml the bl~i· 
" of the covenant. .he~with be wu fanffi6ed an nnbo!y 
CI thl~~ and bath done defpi:e unto the Spirit of gra~ ~ 

2.. When out' Slviour fays. u m, rot~ is eat;' ~ and 
cc Illy bonlen is li~ht. t: you are not to ruppo~ he me~ns; to 
fay that real~ and acceptable obedience to thf! law of God, 
is an my thing to 1Ilf:~ as they an: in themfeb·es. 01" in a 
info) ant! Gruenewcd Rate.. Ob,. fay fome,. the ~pel is 
• ha1Qaqe all(!. gentle d;tpenr~tiOll,. the fame: ~ not beal' 
fwd upon human Ulk.,er~ If ... e thoulcl m.\e bim to 
far this. my ~thren, \n fhcmtd make him to fpeak in 
dire6 oppoStion to many other pdages of rcriptu~ as 
well as to aaily ~xperielltt,. and the nltu~ .1)(1 ~:lr~ ~ 
the thing. lIen m~y if they p!eafe,. create to themfel~, 
an image of nJi~ that than be quite ~ntle and pliant,. 
~ than haye nuthinx in it offenfive to corrupt nan~~ or 
at ~r time op~«l to the manners of fall ion able life; bu~ 
nothing can bt; more dift~nt frown Ne.-T~ft~ment truth .. 
·rlIeJe we are ~ tbat, Rom. viii. 7, 8, • Becaufe the 
cc ~aI mind is enmity againft GocJ. for it i$ not fubje& 
u to tM law of Gcd,. neither indeed ca~ be.. So tlh:n they 
" that are in the ~~ cannot pleafe God .. " There we 
are told~ that nlen a~ by nature dead ill tn:fpaffes and 
Jin~ that their feCO"ery is the work of Qmnipotence. even 
IfJr ~h9 Jwwr of ~ and that ncmc QD bring a dean 
thing o~t of an unclean,. bot God alone.. But wby fhould 
we multiply patrages of fcripture to this purpofe,. when 
it i~ manifeft from the n~ture of the thing.nd daily ex .. 
~ri.ence? If It were eary in tbis fenfe to put ~ ebrin's 
Joke, it would alfo be common. Is not the prevaJenc«! 
of wickednefs a proof to the cont~ry? Can any thing be 
more oFpofite than fin and holinels? None. Not -nen 
light and darknc:fs.. Can any 81an then ferve two mailers? 
J ~ it an eaty thing to )OV~ fin, and pra8ife holinefs? Do 
\V~ f~ i~ is fo in any inRanee? Do \ve reckon it is eaf, f-lr 
the drunkard to deny his appetite, when he (e~s the liqtQr 
givi~g its colour in the cup, and moving itfelf .right ? 
Is it eafy for the lQaliciQu~ perron to gQv~rn his tongue, or 
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the covetous man to open his heart? '''he truth is, it is a 
direa contradiCl:ion, for the law of the Lord fearches, and 
chiefly requires the obedience of the heart; and therefore 
to [uppore, or imagine that the generality of men, who 
are under the dOtllinion of (in, may notwithRanding keep 
the comman.dlnents of God, is an abfurdity which ""C 
would not be guilty of, in any other fubjeCl:. Either, fay. 
our Saviour, ~'make the tree good and his fruit good ;" 
&c. '" Can a fountain fend out at the fame place. f\veet 
f' w,lter and bitter ?" 

3- '~ihen our Saviour fays" my yoke is eafy, and my 
J' burden i~ light," you are not to fuppofe, that it is an eafy 
or trifling thing, or \vhat the finner may do at any time 
by his own Itrength, to turn from fin to God. Nothing 
~an be a 1nore pernicious or a more fiupifying dore to a 
poor carelefs finner, than to make him fuppofe that he 
may eafily at any tilne repent, \vhen neceffity fhall urge 
him to it. The· \vhole fyfiem of divine truth fiands in 
,direCt opporition to this error. There our condition by 
nature i~ confJdered as not only miferable, but helplefs. 
It i~ divine po\ver alone that can effect the change, John 
vi. 44. "No man can conle to me, except tht: Father, 
" which hath rent Ine, draw him: and I \vill retife him 
". ilp at the laft day." Pfa1. CK. 3- '. rrhy people f11all be 
" wil1ing in the day of thy power." The greatnefs of the 
change neceffary to falvation demonfirates the fame thing, 
John iii. 3. "Verily, verily I fay unto thee, except a man 
., be born again, he cannot fee the kingdoln of God."
The multitudes that perifh is a further proof. "Strive to 
" enter in at the ftrait gate," &.c. r!,o this 1l1ay bel added 
the danger of de lay, and the hardening po\\."er of habit as 
frequently mentioned in fcripture, Eccles. xii. I. "Re
u n1emher now thy Creatpr, in the days of thy youth, 
" \vhile the evil days corne nor, nor the years draw ni2h, 
" \vhen thou fhalt fay, I have no pleafure in theln. Call 
" the Ethiopian ,,~~'~lnge his fi{in, or the Leopard his fpots? 
" then lnay ye alfo .. \\' Il0 are accuflolned to do evil, learll 
,~ t~ (10 \vel1." '-fa cro\vn the whole, there are infiances 
in which the day of 'God's patience, and forbearance is, 
t:lofed, alld the tinoers eyes fhall not be opel1ed on his 



(langer, Luke ·xix. 41, 42. ce And ,,-ben be was com. 
"near, be beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, I( 
.. thou bada known, even tbou, at leal in this thy.day, 
~ tbe thinl{S which belong unto thy peace'! but DOW they 
~, arc hid from thine eyes." 2. Thd[ ii. II. U For this 
"caufe God Iball fencl them ftrong ddu600, that they 
I' I}lould believe a lie." 

+ When Cbrift fays, "myyokeiseafy. and my burdeq 
I' is light," we J1'e not to fuppofe that even the children 
of God fit. meet \vith no difficulties in their w.y. It 
ieems to be tbe mitliJte of fome perfons to think that Co 
foon as they have truly embraced the gofpel, and obtai:.ed 
peace witli God, the con8it\ is over, they fball have an 
nfy ~d llotbflJJ a[uran~~, witbout oppofition either frGlll 
aftliB:ion or temptation. But this is quite contrary to 
.hat the fcripture teaches I:D expeCt. It teaches us to lay oor 
account .ith oppolition from every quarter, injury from 
without ~nd even tre1chery from within. The life of • 
chriftiaD muft be a life of vigilance and p"Jcr. Outward 
peace. ill found~ peace, ,. fccu~ unfllithful confcience. 
js what we have \..1te greateR: reafon to dread. There are 
Jlard fayillgs in the gofpel, whiell even lhe .children of God 
find it difficult to receive. \Ve are expofed JO continual 
tem ptation from the worlCl and froil) worldly nlen, and to 
frequent trials both as we are mel} and chriftians. Hebe 
xii. s. "And Y" have forgotten !be exhortation, which 
" Gleaketh unto you a~ unto children, my fon, defpife not 
" thou the chafiening of the Lord, nor faint wJJen tho~ art 
6' rebuked of him :" In the chriflian warfare there is no 
truce. It is only he that fhall endure to th~ end thll 
!haU be faved-The Ian enemy th;Jt 1haU be d~ftroyed, ia 
~kath. . 

Having thD~ rejeaed there falfe and miflaken arprehen,. 
fions fometimes fuggelled by this pa[age of fcripture, and 
.greatly encouraged by fmooth and mollifying teachers, it 
remains, that I ihouJd proceed to point out the true and 
prQper meaning of it, and what we are to underftand 
when the Redeemer invites finners to come to him, by 
faying, "my yoke is eafy and my burden is light." And 
J>ec~ple there are many things p~rtailling to this fubjea. 



6at th.ow light upon eaih ot~ltr, I lull endn ... to tab 
In the whole compafs of it~ making howcwcr tJ.c ill ..... 
boo • each particular Wi) fhort. 

J. The Joke of Cbrill may be raid to he nf1, mel ... 
bIIrdcn light, becaufe his right to commaad is "'aiable: 
the authority with which he is inftfltd is -..ptete .... 
foil. I haft placed this firfl~ bec:aufc it lies at the .... 
tion of all Teligion, and is I.cthing eIre blat the &apea •• 
authority and abfolute cD'linion of Jeho..... We ....... 
tunlly think it hard to fobmit to ofotpd authorkt, .. an. 
juft dominion; but.ben the title to comnaand.. dear. 
8dicnct: immediately apta" to be RafanabIe and De
ceIiry, and bt~s our o~ ~ .. the de .. 
• the heart. Thus, nothing can be 1hOIe dear than the 
right of Gur Maker to the obedience and rubmiSoo of all 
his creatun:s. It is the fenfe of this callicd Iloaue \1piA'I 
the ~onfcience. that giftS tM firft rife to conYiaion of Sa .. 
A difcovery of the power antI majelly of the liYing God. 
lays the creature in the daR. aDd pnxluca r~ Bat 
when to this is added, that he is lArd and proprietor of 
aU; that all things were made bJ him, and for hi"" theta 
fin appears in the light of injuftice and rebellion, and obe
dience, abfolute and unconditional, is telt to be his eM. 
lelieve it my breth~n~ when the reYOIted creat~ rea 
toms to his allegiance; when the COllvinced finner ftts 
the guilt of his Rbellion, it at once reconciles him to the 
Jaw, and makes him wiUingto put on the yoke. 

The fame thing is a conRant and growing principle 
<i obe<lience to the believer. He fees that be is not his 
own.. - lie perceives and adnlits his Creator's and Re
deemer's r~gt.t. He is convinced, that as all tbings were 
made for, as an things fhall finally teud to, fo that every 
intelligent creature ought fll~remely to aim at the glory of 
God. It is this radical principle that chieSy conftitutes 
the difference bet"·een gelllJine obedience, .nd that con· 
ftrain~d fervice which may be fometimes falfc:ly fo called. 
Hence it is that tnle obedience is confidered as a debt tllat 
is du~ to God; falre obedience on the contrary is conli. 
dered a8 a debt charged \1pon God. The Teal c:hrillian is 
happy_ in fo &r ~s he: is able to obey, and fintertly gtiC\~CI 



.. any remain ... brdwanlntf. and fthI8mce in ... 
1Rind. The J *-e may well be Eaid to be cary, when he 
is brought to t.\,t temper and difpofitioa., that it is .. 
what he ciol:s, but .hat he OIDilS, thit iUs him with ~ 
_ cowe'I" him with hIDe. 
. 2.. The Redet:mcr'a Job is al, and his INnlen ligI.t. 
lluaufC aU his COIDmands are in them'=l~es perfetti, jd 
.... right.. It is bani intk~ ttJ be obIigtd to do -bat we 
canoot app ~ and ro long as the finner haa any objec.. 
lion againft the law, Gbedience muft be a bulde... 1M 
oftfJ reM-wftl mind ulnina a difccrfery of the in&nite 
amiablenefs oItbe diyine natore, and tbe exeeJknce and 
ped!t.lioo of the diYioe Jaw. 1'he law is holy, rays the 
Apoftle, Bomans 7- .. Wherefore the law is heI" and 
- ~ coauoandtntnt holy i and juft and pMI." The law 
., God is a trankript • his own io6nite excelleace, and 
~Jore muli be ptrfea and faultier&. W. may tHe up 
this matter in a ftlJ Gmplei and at the fAme time clear 
..t CGOfpicuous point of vie... The f:am of the c.oraI 
Ja. is. "n.oo fhalt lo~" kc. The.hole is contained 
under thefe beals, efp:c:iall, the tint of them, from which 
tbe other is a corollary. Is there any thiftg more mani. 
~Iy reafonmle. than that we fheuld love fup~ftlelY1 wh~ 
is fupremely excellent? or where is ta'le rival, that can 
plead a bett .. r title to our affe8:ion? If be hath commalld. 
etl us to love what \vas not amiable, or to do what was 
not rearonable, there would have been ground for cem .. 
pi~int- If we take the fenfe of the fecond tallIe, by itfelf, 
we than f~ the fame thing very plainly" "Thou fhak 
-lo\-e thy neighbor as thyfdf;" or which is the fame thing, 
I; \vbatfoever ye would, that men (10 unto you, do ye the 
., fame unto them." Is this unreafonable? Is any nlan'8 
reafon fo pe-rverted, or his c~nfcience fo depraved, as to 
£omplain of this, as an unjuft, or oppreffive Jaw. There 
are fOIl't: who talk upon thia fubje8., in fu&h a manner, as 
we may truly ':,y of them, with the apofUe" "They fpeak 

. " of the law, and know neither what they fay, nor where .. 
" of they affirm;" and they win fay, Ollr Saviou.r has 
made merciful abatements of the hw. Pray has he made 
any abatement of tbe love of God, and of our neighbor 1 



\ruoIJ )-oU b.! fatis6td to h~ar any man trace vut a f)'n~m 
of menl t.lut~ .. , and ~)ilke allY alteration in there? Yet 
ikv Ire lite whole in rubllance; ,,·herevcr there are, eve
ry thing \vill follow of courfe. If you lov~ God (uprem.eJYt 
and your neighbor 3S yourfc:lv~s, you will neglefl DO duty 
to tl~ Ol~ or to the oth~r. 

\\1'flen I :uo upon this branch of tbe fubjea the rea ... 
IOnablen~f$ of God's commands, it will be proper to obvi~ 
ate an apparent .. anti at the fame time .. in important ob
jcllion" You will perhaps fay, to keep the commands 
of Gtxl, is above our po\ver. }Iave not you }'ourfeJf. 
often taught us.. that no mere man in this life, is able per~ 
lealy to keep the conlmanl)m~llts llf G()(l ? Can that bet 
INfonable then that is impoffible? Now confider I prly 
you \\that fort of impoffibility this is. It is not natural, 
but mor.!J.. It is not want of power, hut want of inclina
tion. Nothing is required of us.. that is unfuitable to our 
fituation, or above our natur;tl pourers; fo far from it, t~at 
even what was our duty bc:fore, if by any accident it be
comes im~ffib1e in this fenfe, it ceafes to be a duty. GOd 
jlo where commands you to be taller or «ronger, than he 
has mad~ you: an(1 thoug~ he commanrls you to labor. 
",orking with yt'ur hands) if he confines you by ficknefsf 
this duty no longer binds. He has g;ven you faculties, 
and natural powers for el'ery thing that he requires. Are 
ilQt aU JOltf powers, both of mind and body, as fit for 
your l\·!J.ker's rervice, as any other purport:? Is not the 
~ongue as fit to f peak truth. as falfhood: and every mem. 
ber of the body as fit to do what is lawful or ureful, as 
\Vllat is linftll or 11l1rtfuJ: Tile co.nmands of Go(l, theIl, 
are neIther imp~ffible or difficult to thofe, who are willing 
to obey tilelll. No lnan can .f:'\y with trutIl, that he defired 
~~ith ~1l his heart, to do h:5 l\Iaker's will, and could not. 
But perhlps fome will hiy, this indifpofition itfeIt~ is my 
.n~\tllre, I c~nnot help it.. If any think this excufe may be 
(?ffered to God, let him firll muke trial of offering it to his 
fdlow ~reatll .. e; or fuppole another to offer' it to himfelf. 
~uppofe you fhould comphin of another, for Healing yout" 
{ubibnce, or blalling your name, or otherwile injuring 
}'ou; and that he filoulJ anfwer, that he could not help it. 

Voi.. II. P P . 
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What, you would fay, you could not help it p what necer. 
lityobliged YOll? Why fays he, it was my nature, becaufe 
I hate you, and it grieves me to fee you profper. Would 
that be accepted as an t.xcufe? I think nnt; for it is tho 
very effence of the injury. On the whole,. it plainly ap
pears-, that tne com mands of God are all reafonable and 
juft~ neither can they fuffer any abatement, without in
fringing upon.tbe holinefs of his own nature, and the wi£. 
dom and equity of his government iuelf. 

3. The Redeemer's yoke is eafy, and his burden light, 
becaufe all his commands. have an immediate an~ direS 
tendency to promote our own comfort and happinefs. 
They are not lefs reafonable a5 they exprefs the right of 
tIle Creator, than they are graciolls, as they are calculated 
to promote the intereft of the creature. I do ·not mean 
here, only or chiefly, the great reward which he hatt, in 
mercy provided and promifed to- tnofe, that keep the m, 
but that in their own nature, they are fitted to promQte 
our happinefs.. _ '. 

I have before fufliciently taken notice, that we are Dbt· 

to underftand, by keeping the commands- of God, a con-' 
ftrained outward obedience, without the inclination of the-
heart. Confirained obedience, I confefs, is neither ac·_ 
ceptable to- Gocl, nor delightful to man.· But when th~ . 
fervice of God, i!i ehofen from the heart, it is both del ight
ful and profitable in aU refpe8:s. If we examine the mat
ter witl} care, \'1e filaI) find,. that true re1igioll confifis in~ 
the exercife of the moft noble and grateful affefiions of . 
mind, or ratller tIle one leading difpoiition, \\;Ilitll \vhen .
rightly directed as to its objeCl:,. makes the fum of religion,
and is alfo the fouree of felicity. It is love, fupremelove . 
to God, and tllrougll hinl, ancl for 111111, to all llis crea
tures, that is: the flIm of religion, and mull {lot every bo.. 
dy be fenfible, that this is' a temper and fratne of mind, 
RlllCh more defirahle, than its oppofite., Carry the one 
and' the other, through aU their branches and ex pre ffi on s,. 
and fee if tl~ey \vill bear the com llari f 011. Ji-'rom love fpring 
tllanl{ftllllefs, contentment, fublnilJion, 11enevolen.ce, be
Deficence, mecknefs, compaffion, forgivcnefs; and from 
bat-red fpring ambition, rage, impatience, malevolell¢c, 

" 
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envy, revenge and cruelty. If there were no law of God 
at all, \vhich of thofe tribes of affeCtions is mon defirable of 
itfeJf, or molt conducive to our in\vard comfort and peace? 

If \ve try this matter by experience, let us aile the 
children of God, whether they have found his fervice 
burdenfome; whether they would exchange a meek. 
thankful, and contented fran}(j of fpirit, for the fiorms of 
rage, envy, or ambition. Do they look with a jealous or 
envious eye, on tIle liberty of wicked men? on the con .. 
trary, they would not exchange with any of them, a prifoll 
for a palace, or a fcaffoJd for a throne. Perhaps, though 
there is great blindnefs in the underfianding itfelf, of wick
ed men, we may learn the truth (;ven fronl their experi
ence and c.onfeHions. \Ve many tilnes hear them ac
kno\vledge their b:lndage; and when they do not expli
citly acknowledge it, yet it is eafy to perceive it. Yo II 
never hear a bad man taking comfort to himfelf, from the 
evil he has done, but fometirnes comparatively from th~ 
greater evil that they have not done. 'Vithout going par
ticular1y through every minute circumfiance, let us juO: 
fay in genera], that whether we confider the inward tern'"! 
per, or the outward praCtice, our relations, bufinefs, and 
enjoyments in 1ife, or hope for futurity, \ve cannot in 
any infiance depart from the conlmandments of God, 
without at the fan1e time aCting contrary to our own rna
niieft interefi: fo that \Vifdom fays ,vith great truth and 
jufiice, Prove viii. 36 . "He that finneth againll: me, 
"\vrongeth his own foul: all they that hate me, love 
" death." 

4· l"he Redeen1er's yoke is eafy, and his burden light, 
becaufe he has given the moll free and gracious invita
tion to finners to return to God. By his fufferings he 
purchafed their pardon, and is invefied with full authority 
to negociate peace. "Thus it is written-, and thus it be
" hayed him to fuffer, that repentance and renliffion of 
" fins," &c. 'Vhat we are particularly to remember up- • 
on this fubjeC\: is, that the invitation is without referve or 
excepticn, to all of every charaCter, ho\vever deep and ag
gravated their offences. If. i. 18. u Come no\v, and let 
~~ fJ~ reafon together, faith the Lord: tbough rour fins be 
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c~ !os fcarlet, they fhaU be as white as fnow; though they 
"be red like crimfon, they ~all be as wool." I Tim. i. 
IS. u rrhi~ :s a faithful faying, and worthy of all acc~p: 
u' tat jon, that Ghrift Jefus came into the world to fave liil. 
" nersj of \vhom I aiD cllief." The offer is alfo free as to 
the te;ms, witho~t any ~ofiiy or meriting condition. Ira. 
ly. I. '" Ho every one that thirfleth, come ye to the waters, 
" and he that hath. no money; come ye, ~uy an~ eat; 
" yea, come, buy wine and milk, \vitheut money and 
" without price." Rev. xxii. 17. "And the fpirit an4 
c~ the bride 1:1Y, C9111ej allu let him that hear~th ~ay, come; 
" al1d let him that is athirtl"colne; and \,~hofoever \\,ill, 
" let hitn take the water o{ life freely. " Can there be any 
thing more encouraJ!in~ than there gracious invitations? 
~ere it is that we o~ght to take in the wife and happy con. 
fiitutioll of tIle Redeemer's perron) as the fon of man, as 
~ell as the fOil of Go4, and the meeknds a-:-:d gent1enefs 
of his 9.ifpofition, this \\:~s prophefied of hinl of old~ Ifaiah 
~lii. I, ~, 3~ "BeholcJ iny fervant whom I uphold; mine 
., eIeft, in wh~m my foul delighteth: I have put my fpirit 
~, upon him, he fball bri~g forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
~' H~ 1hal~ ~ot cry, ~or lift up, nor caure his voice to be 
'~'heard in the fireet. A bruifell reed fhall he not break; 
U and the' finC?aking flax fhaH he not quench: he fhali 
~' bring forth ju<.~gm~nt unto truth." Pfhis was beautiful~ 
ly and ad~irably f~lfi!le~ by hi~ appearance in the Belli, 
~y the meanriefs of his birth, though ~ot of his parentage~ 
by the poverty and fdf-denial of his life, by the meeknef~ 
~nd lowlinefs of h~~ carri~g~, not only tllroqgll life, but 
in tile Ian alld fllflering 11age of it; for he endure(} th~ 
~ontradit1ion of firlrters aga~n~l himfdf; when h~ was re~ 
yiled, he revile4 not again. So that he might with the 
greaten jullice fity a~ i~ the context1 take my yoke. 

s. The Redeemer's yoke is ealjr, and his burden light, 
becaufe he hath made abundant provifion pf divin~ 
ftreng~h, to enable us to ~eep his commandments. How 
gracious theft! laws, when tht! law-giver communicate~ 
firength for perforn~ance? This takes away all objetlion~ 
~nd removes every difficulty. 'Vhat is impoffible ~it~ 
mail, is poffiple with God. rrhere i~ no h~art [0 hard, b':1~ 
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pmnipotence is able to foften it; no temper fo depraled. 
but the Creator is able to renew it. The con"erfion of 
a 600er is always ct'ofidered in fcripture as the work of 
God. "God ,,·ho at fira commanded the light to fhine out 
., of (larkllefs," &te. The pronlife of the new covenant 
is thus defcribed by Ezekiel xxxvi. 25. "Then will I 
" fprinkle clean water upon you~ and ye fhall be dean: 
" fron1 all your fiithinefs, and from all )~our idols, will I 
" c1eanfe you." And in the New Teftament, faith which 
·unites us to Chrift, and every otller good difpofition, is 
reprefented as the gift of God, Eph. ii. 8. h For by grace 
" are }Ye raved, through faith j alld that not of yourfelves: 
" it is the gift of God.)· 

A.nd as the converfion of finners to the daily growtll of 
the fpiritual life, in believers, is to be imputed entirely to 
the fame caufe, for this end it was, that it pleafed the Fa
tIler tllat all fullnefs fhould dwell ill Chrifi; and we have 
this teftimony from the apoflle John i. 16. "And of his 
" t~lnefs have all we received, and grace for grace." -
.. 'Q • • ...... ..:'" 
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TBE GLORY 01' THE REDEEMER 1M 'J'R£ PEllPETUITY 

OF HIS WORK. 

SERMON 35 • 

• a •• • 

PSALM l~xii. 17. 

a;a name altall entlltre flreoer: his name 8halllJ~ c,ntinu«/-. 
long as the 8l1n: and men shall 6e blessed in Aim; till 'lilt,.., 
.,13 ~·hall call him 6«sscd. 

ACTION S.ARNON __ 
• 

My B1tETHRiN, 

THE ,vhole fyaenl of Providence and grace was fixed 
in tIle eternal purpofe of God, before the foundation 

of the world.- Hence he is reprefented, If. xlvi. 10. as, 
" declaring the end from the beginning, and fro~ ancien.E 
" times th~ things that a-re not yet done, faying, My coun
" reI iliall fiancl, and I will (!o- all rny pleafure.'·' The 
writings of the Qid Tefiament give us the hifiory of the 
feveral openings of t!1is platl, dllring that difllenfation, in 
which we may obferve almoll continual references to the 
appearance of an illufirious perron, at a certain important 
perio(l, calJeJ the rulnefs of time. 

The appearance of the Saviour in our nature, including
his obedience, his fufferings and death, his triumphant 
refurreC1:ion and afcenfion, was an event fo aftonHhing 



ia itfelf» and ro great in its effcas, .s being the means ap..; 
poin~ed of God for the redemption of a loft world, that w~ 
need not be furprifed at the great care taken in the OJd 
Teflament chlirch, to ke'!p it always in view. It "'as 

, natural for holy 811d good Inen, who had fo mall}' illtim'l. 
liens given them of it, to tbillk on it with pleafure j add 

. when they were led to fpeak of future times, to bring ill 
this remarkable period, and nielltion it with rapture.--· 
And when God infpired his fe:-vants to prophdy of the 
profperity and happinefs of his church and kingdom, he 
cOtlJd not fail to raife . their defcriptions, alld lead them 
to give fllch vie\ys of tllillgs as were fuitable to that great 
evellt, lvhich \vas to be fuch a figl1aJ j)lufiration of his glo
rious goodnefs, and fo great a bltflillg to nlankill(J. 

Hence it is, tIl at we finel fc\-era) prophecies l~egun, in 
appearance, to celebrate fome public bkfJing, at or near 
the times in which they were delivered, gradu~lIy fa 

. heightelled by fe\yeral expreffions, as we 1113}' percei\-e 
that in" their flill e~tent the}F could only reJate to the tirn~ 
ef the ·Mefliah4 Such, for inllallce, is that ill nly text: 
for if we Jay togetller tIle aCCOllnts \\'e h:tve of So!om'on, 
~n fcripture, and the felicity of llis reign; if \\.1Pe renlem
her the fcandalolls fleps he made ill the latter part of Jli~ 
life, the dreadful rent that happened in the reign of his 
{on and inlmediate fucceffor; and that -after" the courfe of 
a few !lge~, Judah was carried into captivity-we mull be 
tenfible, that the expre:ffion~ in my text, are by far too 
~uch exalted, if nothing eIre was intel.lded by them. But 
if we confider the'm as relating to l\1dfiah the Prince, thell 
we fee every thing literally fillfilled to the. utmofl impor.t 
and extent of the prophetic language, "His name fhan 
, .. endure forever: his name: 61a1l be cont.inlled as long as 
c, the fUll; an(l men filall be bleIfed ill hiIn; all n"t~OllS 
c, thall call him bleffed. ;', -

It is below the maje~y' of tIle rcriptures, to make ufe o~ 
ftrOllg and lofty expteffions to denote a vel~y cfimmon and 
ordinary event, to which they cannot be applied \vithout 
making great abatements. 1'his is a fault men often fan 
into; i but it would be very unjufi to impute it to perfons 
fpeaking under the immediate influence of the Spirit of 

\ 
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000.;, \,r e may therefore Jay it down as one good rule 
for underftanding the prophetic writings, that whenever 
they rife far above the fubjetl they wei'e tr~ating of, into 
expn-ffions literally applicable to the Mdliah" and ,,-hich, 
in their full extent, can belong to Done but him, be is to 
f?e confidered as chieSy in tbe view of the Spirit of God. 
Now, this being the cafe witb my text, as I hope appearl 
lUadcientJy from .·bat has been already faid. 1 fhall cd
dcr it as a noble and animated propllecy of the glory of his 
reign; which will be the tnore proper intrOduflion to this 
d3Y'S work, as what we are DOlV to be enlployed about is 
an eminent part of its accomplifhment. 
. In difcou~ng furth~r on it at prefcnt; I fhall circum

fcribe ~he fllbjetl, and only, 
, I. Endeavor to open the ,import of this magnificent de

claration, as undc:rfiood of C.brill, "His name ~aU endure 
" for ever,)) &c. 

U.. A·take fome praaical improvement of the fobjea, 
for your infiruaion and affiftance in the prefent duty. 

Firft, then, let tls endeavor to open the import of this 
magnificent declaration as underftood of Chrift-" His 
~' name {hall endure for ever," 8tc. And in the firfl place 
it carries in i,t an affilrao,ce of the greatnefs of his power as a 
Saviour, and the perfett fecurity of all thofe who put their 
truft in him.. The word na~le often figni6es the excel. 
Jeoce or p.erfection of the perron ~amed or referred to.
'I'his is efpeeiaUy tl)e cafe in fcripture, witt. refpea to 

. God, wht!re his name is juft his glory and all fufficiency 
revealed. Th, \~:\~~ of lhe Lord rs in many paffages of 
equivalent me~ning with the power Gf God: thus, Prove 
~viii. 10. "TIle name of the Lord is a firong tower; the 
" rigIlteous runneth into it; and is fafe.;' Pralm xx. I. 
u 1"he Lord hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of 
" the God of Jacob defend thee." This may witll tb. 
greatel" propriety be applied to Chrill, that you may know 
the name of Jefus, was by the exprefs appointment of the 
angel of the Lord, given to him at his birth, to denote the 
great deliverance he was to work for finners, in raving 
them from their fins. '1'his is the great errand 011 whicb 

"0,". II. Q.. q 
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tile Son of God came into the world, I Tim. i. I) " 1\is 
It is iil faithful faying, and wonhy of all acceptatiOl. t ha~ . 
" Chrift Jefus came into the world to fave finnel's, (.~' 
., wbom I am chief." The fucc~fs he O)ould have in this 
work is often celebrated, as lfaiah Jiii. 10, I I. " Yet it 
.. pteafed the Lord to bruife him; he hath put bim to 
• grief: when tbou fhalt make bis foul an offering for fin, 
CI he lbaU fee his feed, he fba)) prolong his days. and tbe 
.. pleafure,. tbe Lord mall profper in bis hand. Be fhall . 
• , fee of the travail of his foul, and fhaU be lalisfied: by 
bis knowledge fba)) my righteous fervant juflify many; 
e& for be fball bear their iniquities." Hi! power as a Sa • 
• iour, to break the thains of SataD, and to deliver the 
captive foul, is ~uently declared in the fttonRcfi: terms, 
as Ifaiah xlii. 6, 7, 8. II I the Lord have called thee in 
" righteoufnefs, and I will bold thine band, and will keep 
"~ and give thee for a covenant ~f the people, for a 
« light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring 
" out the prifoners from the prifon, and them that fit in 
cc. darknefs out of the prifon-houfe. I am the LonJ; that 
.. is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, 
tc neither my praife to graven images. J, J faiah Ixiii. !. 

'" Who is this that cometh from Edem, with dyed gar
CI ments from Bozrah? this that is glprious in his apparel, 
" travelling in the greatnef~ of his flrength? I that fpeak 
C& in rigbteoufnefs, mighty to fave .. " This power of Chrift 
to fave, feems to be plainly called his nanle, I John iii. 
23 .. ~ .. And this is his commandment, that we fhoulc.l be
~ lieve on the name of his Son Jefus Chrifi, and Jove one 
.e another, as he gave us coolmandment." ThllS it is 
teal~nable .to think, that the power of Chrift as a Savioor 
is celebrated in our text, as ",hat would ever feDlain a 
fure and p1c:ntiful fource of falv~tion to mankind, and be 
ever depended upon and acknowledged as fuch, by all the 
Fedeemed. 

This glory of Chrift's name as a Saviour" has a particu
lar refpea to tIle wretclled afl<l (leplorable nate of thofe, , 
who are the objea, of his mercy, and that there are none 
beyond the reach of his po\ver. That there is none f'O 
loaded with guilt or 10 Rained with pollution, but he is able 
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to porchafe their pardon, and to efFea their deliverance. 
Perfons you know afBiacd with in,-eterate and dangerous 
difeafes, are apt to hearken w~th eagemefs to the name of 
an eminent pbyfician, from whofe fkill they may enter. 
hin fome hopes of recO\'ery, and the greater and more iJ. 
luftrious his 'lame is, they are apt to place the greater COD
fidence in him. So when we hear that Chrifl's name ihaJl 
endure for ever, it filould encourage all finners of whate. 
ver rank to lIy to hinl, and to put their truft in him. God 
reafons thus in illuftrating his own mercy, Ifa .. i. 18, 19-
., CoOle now, and Jet l~t: reafon together, faith tile Lord; 
" though your fins be as fcar1et, they fhall be as white as 
" fnow; though they be red like crimfon, they fhall be as 
"wool.. H ye be willing and obedient, ye 1hall eat the 
" good of the land:" and to the fame purpofe, Ifa. Iv. 7. 
"Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrighteous 
., man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord, 
Ie an(l he will have mercy upon him j and to our God, 
., for he will abundantly pardon." . But he hatb given us 
fiill greater encouragenlellt, by comnlitting the work of 
our falvation to fo glorious a perfon, in whofe hand it 
cannot fail, pralm lxxxix. 18, 19- "For tIle Lord is our 
" defence; and the holy One of lfrael is our King. Then 
" thou fpakefl in viGon to thy holy One, and faidfl, I have 
" Jaid help upon one that is mighty: I have exalted one 
" chofen out of the people." Ifaiab ix. 6. "For unto us 
" a child is born, unto us a fon is given, and the govern. 
Cl ment fhan be upon his 'houlder; and his name fhall 
"be called \Vonderful, Co un fellor, The Mighty God, 
U The everlalling Father, The Prince of peace!' Not to 
infill 011 the many paffages of the Ne\v.rreflament, which 
point our attention to the power and dignity of Q,ria, 
I fhall only mention, Heb. vii. 25. "Wherefore be is 
&, allle alfo to fave thenl to the llttermoll that come unto 
Ie Goo by him, feeing he ever liveth to make intcrceftion. 
" for theln." 

I Ihall only further fay, that the glory of ChrifPs name, 
o as an .almighty Saviour, may be confidered in its fuperior 

JuUre to ever}" thinJ that might be fuppofed to come in 
com l)etition with him, or pretend to be put in this place. 
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'! .. is is certainly the meaning of a great name, when aR, 
pI;",l to men. He is faid to obtain the greateR name, who 
outftrips or eclipfe~ others by the glory of his deeds; the 
fame m~ft be the meaning of this paffage-; as applied to 
our Redeemer; "his name fhall en(lure for ever." Th~ 
names of others fhall foon be loll:. Their inferior brighl
nefs will foon decay: but llis fh~11 c~ntinll~ for ~\'er \\'ith 
unfading nnd increafing lufire. 

This, my brethren, is a circllmfiance that ougIlt l1ever 
t~ be omitted. We cannot honor Chrifi as an almighty 
Saviour, un!e~s we believe and remember, that he is the 
only Saviour~ There are fome plflages in the prophetic 
writings, in which God afferts his own incommunicable 
glory, in oppofition to the vanities of the Gentiles, an~ 
that in language inilTlitably firollg, Ifa. x1, ~ 7, 18. "All 
~, n~tions l}efore him are as nothing, ancl they are COUlltc~ 
~, to him lefs tilall nothing, and vanity. To whonl the~ 
!o' win ye liken God? or what likenefs will ye compare 
~, unto·him i':. Ifaiah xliii. 10, 11, 12, 13. U Ye are my 
~, \vitne{fes, faith the Lord, and 01Y ferVaJlt \vhom I have 
", chofen: tllat y~ may kno\v and be~ieve ~e, af}d under • 

. f' {land that I am 11e: before me there was !lO God fOrlTI-

4' ed, neither 1hall there be after me~ I, f.!ven I am th~ 
"Lord, and befide me tllere is no Saviour. I have d~
~, clared and ha\7e [ave(l, and I 11ave fllewed, when there 

. . 
~, was no ftrange god among }'Oll: therefore ye are my 
"\vitneffes, faith the Lord, tllat I alll God. Yea, befor~' 
S' the day was, I ~m he; and ~here is none that can deli
" ver out of Iny hancl: I will worl<, and \vho f11all1et it?" 
Hof. ·xiil. 4- "Yet I am the Lord thy God from the lan~l 
" of Egypt, and thou fhalt know no God but me: for 
f' there is no faviour befide me." 1'he fame peculiar anq 
exc1ufive honor belongs to Chrifi, as the hope 9f finners~ 
ACl:s iv. 12. "Neither is tl~ere f~t1vati~n in any other: for 
" there is none other name under heaven giv~n among 
" men \vherel)y \ve n-,ufi be [avecl." ' 

I might illuitrate this fenfe of the pa{fage before us, by 
. ihewing yuu that all the rites and ceremonies of the ari
cient difpenfation, derived their efficacy from their rela,: 
liqn ~o Chrifl~ But ~ fh~ll only teU yo~, ~hat ~p the de~ 
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~dance whi~h ~ou ~lace u.p~n any thing ~lre for yo',r 
acceptance with (j)(), IS an Injury to the honor of your 
It::rlt'erner; that ah fdf.righteoufnefs and feU:dependance. 
to \Vr.=..;~. there is in man by nature (I) firong a tendency, 
obfcurts the luUre of that name ,yhlCh Clall endure for
.ever. rrhat as he is abJe to fc1ve finners, to the uttermofl, 
fa they filal! never obtain falvation, but by l:im. As it is 
be \\'ho la"l the toun(lation of tllis great \\·ork, who ~arries 
it on through all the lleps of its progrefs, and at lall brings 
it to perfeCtion, fo he win have, and why lhould he not 
have, the undivicle(l glory. 

2. Tl1is Jealls me to obferve, that the magnificent de
claration in the ~'ext, concerning Chrill, impJies the im
mortal I1pnor al1d rellO\Vn which Ile would aC(]llire by the" 
work of man's redemption. Every one knows, that in 
fcripture {lyle, to get a name is to ncqllire renown and 
gl()ry, by fome illllflrious achievenlent; as ~ Sam. viii. 
13. "And David gat him a name when he returned from 
~l liniting of the Syrians in the valley of Sak, being 
" eighteen thoufan,l rrJen." 

AI1d furely, my brethren, the undertaking of Chrifl: 
was tIle mon gloriolls in itfelt~ tIle moil arduous in its ac
coulplifhrnenl, the 1110fi bltffed itl its efieas, and the molt 
generous and difinterefied in him, that can pofiibly be con~ 
ceived. 1'hink on this part of the fubjetl, J befeech you, 
\vith attention; alld weigh the intitnations'· \ve have of it 
in fcripture. And for tllis pllTpofe obferve, tJlat he ac
quired' glory with God; with s.ngeIs, and with men. 

i\S the falvatiol1 of finners 'v~s a" work in ",-Ilich tIle 
glory of Go(l tIle Father was emineIltly illufirate(l, fo lle 
is reprefeot~d as looking \\Tith the highefl: complacency on 
Chrift, ill tIle un(lertaking ancl accoolplifilnlent of it. 
Thus lVTatth. iii. 17. hAnd 10, a voice from heaven, fay
" ing, This is my beloved Son, in wbon~ I am welJ pleaf • 
• ' eel." And again, at his transfiguratIon, :i\1atth. xvii. s. 
" AntI \Vllile he yet fpake, behold, a bright cloud o\'erfha
~, (lo\vf'(i them: and beho}cl a voice out of the cloud, whicll 
"f~id, rrhis is my beloved Soo, in whom I am well 

,~' pleafed, hear ye him." If. xlii. I. "Behold my fer. 
" vant whom I uphold, mine eleCt in whom my foul de
t' lighteth: I have put my fpirit UP911 him, he {hall bring 
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"forth judgment to the Gentiles." We fee alfo,- tbu 
God is reprc:f~nttd as ha'"ing put the hightft honor on the 
Redeemer, in reward of his fufferings. Phil. ii .. 9, 10, 11. 

I' ~rherefore God hath alfo highly exalted him, and given 
" him a name, which is above cverynamc; that at the Dame 
n of Jefus every knee fbould bow, of things in heaven. 
'I. and things in earth, and things under the earth: and 
"that every tongue fJ)()uld confers _ that Jefus Chrift is 
" Lord, to the glory ot God the Father." BdJ. ii. 9. 
" But we fee Jefus, who was made a little lower than the 
"ange1s, for the fufFering of death, crowned with glory 
" and honor; that he by the grace of God tbould tane 
"death for every man." See, alfo Hc:b. xii. 2. "Look
" ing unto Jefus, the author and nuifher of our faith ; 
., who, tnr th.! joy that \\'as fet before him, endured the 
" crols, defpifing the {harne, and is ret down at the ri&bt 
" hand of tIle tJlfolle of God. J, 

I am fenfible, my brethren, that this delight and ap. 
probation, which the father is reprefented as expreffing 
in the undertaking of the Son, is a fubjea of the moll ele
vated nattlre, on \\:hich we ought to tllink and fpeak \vitll 
the utmo!i veneration, and with the greatell referve. But 
iince he hath revealed, it is our duty to improve it. Docs 
it not carry your thoughts naturally to that expreffion we 
find ufed in fcri pture, at the finifhing of the lnaterial 
creation, mentiolle(l at the en<l of e\~ery (lay's work, all{l 

repeated 011 a re\Jle\v of th~ \vhole, Gen. i. 3 I t' ., Arid 
.' God fa\v every thillg that lIe had Inad~, atld, be!lold, it 
,., \vas very gooc). " 

We mull needs conceive, the omnipotent Jehovah, Fa
ther, Son, and HoJy Ghan, as poffdled. n:lt only of ablo
lute and unchangeable perfc:Cl:ion, but of infinite and in
conceivable fdicity. And may W~ not, mull we not con· 
ceive, that this ftlicity confills botll ifl the conteml)latioll 
and exercife of alillis glorious ~ttril)utes, all(l in tlothillg 
more tllan in the redeml>tion of filltlers, in Wilicll his PO\V
er, wifuP01, holinefs1 juflice and lllerey, ar~ fe\'erally alld 
jointly fo confpicuouOy difplayed. Nay, may we not 
venture, with reverence, further to fay, that the three per
iOns in the Trinity. by their dillinc\. properties, and pccu-
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r.-af agency, receive and impart everlafting deJi~ht to one 
another, in their inefFolble communion! The eternal 
word is reprcfented as faying, Pr~v. "iii. 30 • "Then was 
" I by him. as one brought up with him; and I was dai· 
., 11 his dc:1ir.Jlt, rejoicing always betO~ him." 

(2.) The Redeemer acquiru! immort:a' ... .;...., -~il am\aJ;'; 
the angels. and the whole celema. boft. This we may fpe(~ 
of with abundance of ttnainty. and with yet clnrer com
prehenfion. DoubtJefs their bappinefs conlfts in the vi. 
fion and contemplation of an infinite God. And there. 
fOre the manifetlation and exercife of the divine perfec
t ns, both in Providence and grac~ adminifter to them 
matter of continual and increa6ng delight. -n:ere is 
a beautiful ~prefen!ation of their employu»eDt, U: vi. I, 
2, 3. " In the year t!tat king Uzziah died, I faw alfo the 
., Lord fitting upon & d:ront, high and lifted u~ and his 
" train filled the temple. Above it flood the feraphims: 
" each one had fix wings: with twain be covered his face. 
"with twain he covered his feet, and with twain did be 
., fly. And cne cried unto anether, and raid, Holy, holy, 
H holy, is the Lord of boBs; the whole earth is full of his 
" ~Jory_" 

No\v there is no reafon to doubt that the work of re. 
(lenlption, in all its parts, ill \vllich they themfc:I\-ea have 
an inferior employment, as miniftring fpirits, under the 
dominion of the uncreated angel of tile cove\,\ant, mull be 
a fourc~ of the purel} felicity, and a fubJea of the mon 
t~ev&\ted praife. In a particular manner, the aft"umplion 
of our nature into a perional union with the divine. Y au 
f~e how they ling praifes at the binh of the Saviour, Luke 
Ii. 13\ 14. "Anc) iudtletlJ}- there '\'2S \\:j\b the angel a 
" multitude of tbe heavenly hoft, praifing Goel, ancl ftiY
" ing, Glory to God in the highefl, and on C=:lrth peace, 
" gOOf] \vill towanl Olen.') 

1~he IlllnliJiation, fllueiings and (lc:ath of God's etenlal 
Son, his vittery llpon the crofs, his refum:tlion from the 
dead, and triumph o\~er principalities and powers, that is 
to fa}-, tile re\toltt!(l angels, IllUfllla\-e Oftc:tl I~\it.l tl~erc ff!f
,~ants of the lil"ing Goo, protlrate in adoration. 1'his is 
not a matter of conjeaur~~ but dearly revealed; :!le 
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whole plan of redemption being c~ned a my fiery , ",hk" 
tbe angels defire to penetrate, I Peter i. 10, II, 12. "Of 
., which jaJvation the propllcts have inquired, and fearched 
" diligently, who prophefiecl of the grace that ihouJd come 
,. unto YOll: fearclling wllat, or what manner of time the 
" Spirit of Chilfl which was in them did fignify, when it 
ct teflified beforehand the fufferings of Chrifi, and the g10. 
" ry that fhould follow: unto whom it was revealed, that 
II not unto tIlelnfelves, but unto 11S, they c.li(1 minifler the 
., things y,~hich are now report~d unto you by them that 
., have Ijreached the gO[llel urito )·OU, with the 110ly Ghoft 
., rent do\vn from heaven; whicll things the angels dt:fire 
" tD look into." 

Realize thefe great truths to yourfelves. lny brethren. 
What think you were the views of the innumerab1e hofts 
of cherubim and feraphim; when fome of them conducted 
the afcending Saviour, and others received him, when he 
entered within the veil!' What think you were their views 
w!len they beheld the Media!or, God Man" exalted at the 
right hand of God, and had a new objea of adoration" 
bearing the kars of his fufferings, and known by the print 
(j( the nails, and by his bleeding temples? Hehrews i. 6. 
" ~\nd again, when he bringeth in the firft-begotten into 
1& the world, he faith, And Jet all the angels of God wor .. 
ce fhip him." Or, when they faw the dominion and 
power with which he was invefted as King of kings, and 
Lord of lords, I Peter iii. 22. "'\Tho is' gone into heaven, 
~, and is on tIle right hand of GOtI, angels, alld authorities, 
u and powers being made fubjeCt unto him/' 

This renown of the Saviour muft have been much great. 
er llnong thenl, if it is true \\,hat many itltelligent (livines. 
Ita',e fuppofed, that by the fame glorious undertaking by 
which he redeemed eleCt Gilners, he eflablifhed and COll

firmed the obedient angels in a fiate of holinefs and happi .. 
nefs. I fhall only further fay, that we are exprefsly told, 
the adminiflration of d~vine ~race, or the government and 

" prefervation of the church of Chrifl, is a continued, il1ufira
tion to the fpirits above of his Father's wHilom, Eph. iii. 
10. "To tile illtent that llC\V, \1nto tile p-ril1cipalities and 
c, powers in heavenly places, might be known by the 
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;: church the manifold wifdorn of God." Agreeably to 
this we find that, in the book of Revelation, ",-bic:h opens 
the great icelles of Providence in lh~ Church militilllt, 
there are feveral vifions in which the angels are ~pref~nt. 
e'J as unitil~g tlltir pr:lifes _·ith redeenled finners, and 
diretling their ,,"orOlip to the fame great obje~l. This 
Jeads me to obferve, 

(3 -) That the Saviour acquired immortal reliown among 
finners of mankind. If the angels who were ~it~r fpee. 
talors only, or at moll but p:1rtial fharers in redeeming 
grace, do yet hold him in the higheR honor, ,-bat is. and 
mliR be the fenfe of ~titu(le which d,,'~lls in the bean of 
a pardoned finner? Oil, my brethren, how lIIany cir. 
cunlflances COllcur to bind the h~art of the brliever in 
eternal bonds of gratitude to Chrifi ! \\110 can conceive 
or exprefs the debt of the flnnerlo the Savicur! He is 
redeemed from everlafiing deftruaion. he is raved from 
wrath through him. 'Vhoever is humbled, through fear 
of the vengeance of a holy and jealous God, what fervent 
love \vill he bear t~ hi,n}, who hath Wrollgbt his deliver. 
ance, who hath purchafed his pardon? If he is filled with 
a deep fenfe of his own unworthinefs, of his aggravated 
and illexcuhlble provocatiolls, with ,,-Jlat 11lptt)re muft he 
look upon that Saviour, who forgave hilll graCiOllfly, and 
loved him freely? Who is not moved with that inimitable 
pi8ure of penitent love, when Mary }.fagdalene came in 
as it is related, Luke vii. 37, 38. "And, behold, a WG

" man in the city, whicll ,,~as a finner, when fhe kne\v 
" that Jefus fat at meat in the Pharifee's houfe, brougllt 
" an alabafler-box of ointlnent, and flood at his feet be. 
" hind him weeping, and began to wafh his feet with tears. 
,~ and did wipe tllell} witll the hairs oCher head, and Jtiff. 
" ed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment." ......... 
And how jun and proper that reftetlion of our Saviour in 
the 47th verre, "Wherefore, I fay unto thee, Her ~ns. 
"which are many, are forgiven; for file loved much: 
" but to whom little is forgiven, the fame loveth litt!e." 
1'he believer's efieem and gratitude mull be greatly in. 
creafed by confidering the unfpeakable coft at which his 
deliverance was bought. the amazing, and afF~aing (\lffer-
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ings which the Redeemer endured in his room. When 
he follows the patient and immaculate Saviour, by the 
eye of faith, fronl his inward anguifh in the: garden, to his 
fhamefol fufFerings on the accurfed tree-\\,ith what re. 
lc:nting of heart, will he vif'W that bletfed head crowned 
with thoms, that facred body nailed to the crofs ?-And 
\vhen he carries forward his views to the glory and happi
nds prepared for him, in the Redeemer's prefence above, 
,,~hat is the fum of his obligations? '\That bounds can be 
ret to this conqueror's renown? In w hat better way can 
we exprefs this, than by repeating and adopting there ani
mating fongs of praife, which are now making a great 
part of the worfhip of Heaven, Rev. v. 11, 12, 13, 14. 
a& And I beheld, and 1 beard the voice of many angels 
I. round about the throne, and the beatls, and the elders: 
" and the number of them was tell thollfand times ten 
" thouCand, and thoufands of thoofands; faying with a 
., loud voice., Worthy is the Lanlb that was flain to re-
" ceive power, and riches, and wifdom, and firength, and 
c\ honor, and glory, and blefling. And every creature 
.c which is in beaven, and on the earth~ and under the 
c.' earth, and fucb as are in the rea, and all that are iii them, 
"heard I raying, Blefting, and honor, and glory, and 
.& power, be unto him that fitteth upon the throne, and un
., to the Lamb, for ever and ever. And the four beaRs 
., raid, Amen. And the four and twenty elders fell down 
" and worfhipped him that liveth for ever and ever."
Alld Rev. vii. 9, 10, II. 

3. In the laft place, th~ magnificent declaration con
cerning Chrift in the text, implies the liability and per
petuity of his kingdom. The glorious promifes made to 
the boufe and family of David, have their chief and full 
accompli1hment in Chrift the fOil of David. The earthly 
kingdom ereaed in that family, has long ago been dellroy
ed, but the Redeemer's fpiritual kingdom is an everlafling 
kingdom, and his dominion fhall have no end. This was 
the promife of the Father to the Meffiah, Pfa!m Ixxxix. 
36, 37. "His feed nlaU endure for ever, and his throne 
" as the fun before me. It filal) be eftabliihed for ever as 
" the moon, and as a faithful witnel$ in heaven. Selah." 
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It is one great end of the facrament of the Lord's fup
per, to perpetuate the Redeemer's name, "as often as ye 
,e eat this bread, and drink t)lis cup, ye <10 flle\\r forth the 
" Lor(i's death till he come," and it is a noble and reviv
ing obj<;t\ of faith, that we know that his kingdom lbaD 
Jland fall forever. Hell itfelf may rage, and the princes 
of this world may combine to fhake his glorious throne, 
but he that fits in heaven fhall laugh, the king of Zion 
fball hol(1 their impotent attempts in derifion. He 1haU 
maintain his interefi in fl)ite of all the efforts of his nume
rous ao(1 inveterate enelDies. He hath often (Jone fo ale 
ready, and {hall continue to do fo, till the end of tilne. 
Rev. xvii. 14. 

I proceed now to make fODle praClical applicati~n of 
wl1at hath been faid. And t 

Firft, Let us adore the wifdom and the power of Chrift. 
~fy brethren, When we confider the fimplicity of the 

gofpel, and the fcandal of the crofs; when we confider 
the whole fyftem of the doCtrine according to godlinefs, 
and falvation by grace, how diretlly contrary it is to the 
pride of our nature, how many attempts have been, and 
continue to be made in every age, to fupprefs it by vio
lence,; to blacken it by flander, and to adulterate it by 
mixture; it is a fianding miracle that it has be-en able to 
hold its ground. Whoever will refieCl: either upon the 
prefent fiate, or the pan hinory of the church of Chrift, 
Oltlfl be obliged to fay, th,\t our faith (loes not {land in the 
\\'iiclom of men, but in the po\\?er of Go(l. I mull not 
omit to fay that, we are perhaps as much indc:bted in this 
nation, to the goodnefs of Providence in this J'efpeCt, as 
any corner of the earth; and I cannot but be pleafed with 
the choice whicll Ollr Fathers made, of all eillblem and 
nlotto fm· the church of Scotland, a bulh burning, but not 
confumed. Let us rejoice in the faith, that the: prince of 
tlle kil1gS of tlle eart}l, \Vl10 11ath hitllerto maill taiJled :llS 
truths and intereft againU all the powers and cunning Gf 
earthly policy, will continue to preferve them, and that 
" Ilis Jlarlle fIlall enclure fore\'er: llis Ilame fha.ll tle COil. 

" tinued as long as the fun: and men fhall be bldftt! in 
f' llim; all [lations filall calillilll ble1fed." 
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2. You may le~m from what hath ~n raid, the I1lilt 
anti danger ~f the enemies of ChriR; of all tbore who fc:t 
light by the glory of his perron, and are unwilling to be 
indebted to the riches of his graee. I would willingl, 
afpire to the: charafler \\·hich the apofile Paul affumes to 
himfelf, 2 Cor. ii~ 17. "For we are not as many, which 
" corrupt the word God: but as of fneerity .. but p.s of 
" God) in the fight of God fpeak we in Chrift." Chrift is 
the only found«ttion of a finner's ho~, I Cor. iii. II. 
" For other fouo(latioll can no man Jay than that is Jaid, 
~, which is Jefus Chrift. J, Th~re In~y be ~ form of gadli .. 
Defs; nay, 'there may be an oftentatious parade of human 
~~~tue, but there can be nothing of the fpirit and power of 
true religion, without a clear (lifcovery alld fincere con .. 
feffion of O\lr lon and depraved nate by nature, witho!.lt a 
believing application to the nlercy of God, through the 
bl~ of the atonelnent. 'l~hink not I be~ech you, to 
frufirate the won! of God. The foUowing teRimony, 
c~mes frolll th~ Amen, the tnle and fctithful witnefs, JohQ 
~iy ~ ~. "I ~m the \vay, and the tnlth, anti the life: no 
" man cometh unto the Father but by me." If fo great 
l~onor is put upon the Redeemer).1y God the Father .. and 
QY his holy angels, hew unfpeakabJ}9 (Jangero~s mlla it be, 
f~r finners to (lefllife h~m. \T Oll can nc\·cr (lefpife this 
ordinance of G9d for fa)vation, but from the greatell ignO
r~nce of yourfdves. My heart bleeds to think of the 
qelufion ~f the (lefpifers of the gpfpe). \\!hat \lje\\fs can 
}·Ol~ have of tile immaculate natllre alld holy li\\~· of GC'.d, 
if yo~ trqll ill }·vllrlc]ves tl13t you are rigllteollS ? \\That 
eXI)eriellce ~ave }?OU of tile fial.,ility ofthefe refoltltions tllat 
ha,'e been ta~ell, a~ ill yO~lr firength? Iio\v \\leak al1d de
(e4ive is that virtue, which is fount!ed only on human 
pru(leq,ce, or 1110ti\9c$ of pr~rellt ~on\"eniency? Olle be. 
l~evillg vie\v !->f~a Sa\~iOllr 011 t)l~ ~rofs, ",ill have a Olore 

powerful infl~ence in mortifying corruptions, than aU 
Qtller ~rgument~ \Vllate\yer. One iervent pra}'er, urgecl 
in the name of Chrin, will be more CffCall~1 for your pre. 
f~rvati~n, than a thoufand merely huma~ refolutions.
Obey this falutary counlel, John xv. 4. n Abide in me, 
~.' .mq I in YOll. As the bra~lch ~an~ot b~a~· fruit of itfeJt~ 



., scept it abide in the yine: r.~ more can yt, exctpt ye 
1& abid~ in me. l' 

3- From wbat has ~n raid, let me bereec:h you to try 
JOKr title to ret down at the Lord's table. This ordinance 
was exprefsly inRitoted for putting honor on the Redeem
if'S Mme. He is the fum and fubnanee ot' it; his death 
and fufferings, are the imnlediate fubjea ~ it. Have yO& 
tben, my brethren, a higb and inward efteem of his per
ron; a deep fenre of gratitude for his mercy; an entire 
and unfhaken 1"tJi~nce on his :race and power? Can you 
call the Searcher of hearts to witnefs, that you unfeignedly 
approve of this way of falvation, by whicb God is glorifi. 
ed, and the linner .bafed? Are you not afhamed to pro
fefs it? And while others are ready to defpife it, are you 
willing to glQry in it? Dots it pleafe you to hear that the 
Saviour's name fhall endure fore~er ? Is it with boly tri. 
umph, you reflefi, that tbe glory of his kingdom fhan be 
unchangeable, and his power to eternity itfc:lf? If this is 
your difpofitioq, I hope you will come witb acceptanee 
~o his table; and I wouJd flatter myfelf with the pJea6ng 
~xpeaation, tbat many of this day"s worfhippers, ihall be 
everlafiing monuments of their Redeemer's power; that 
they fhall be happy fubjea~ of his grace, and tane of the 
(onfoJations of his gofpcl on earth, and be heirs and par
takers of his glory in hea\·en. 

4- I would improve this fubjeB:, by eamefiJy befeech. 
ing every finner to en~brace this falv;ttion .. and enlift hinl
f~lf under the banner of this renowned Saviour. There 
are no doubt, many within thefe \vans, ,,·ho are Rill in the 
J!aU of bitterr.efs, and in the bond of iniquity.. 0 that the 
Redeemer would glorify his own power in their ccnviaion 
;md their falvation.. "Gird on thy fword upon lhy tbigb, 
~, 0 moll mighty .. " Are there not fome in this affembly, 
who are fenfible they are lying under a load of unforgiven 
guilt a that they are Rill Haves to habitual fin? Does not 
the very facred allion we are going about, fill you with 
rear, that you are far from the flate and temper of God's 
children? Is not the old nature fo ftrong in you, that you 
}la\·e good reafon to (ufpea you have never yet put on the 
nc,"? ~t me befeech and exhort you, to believe in the 
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name of the Son of God. Ilis merit is of infinite -ralue; 
his power is of infinite efficacy. l\1any notorious finners 
ha\le been froo) age to age, the happy witneffes of both~ 
Nothing in your condition ought to be a difcouragement 
to you fronl applying to this all.fuRicient Saviour, he in
vites you by me, or rather I invite you by his commiffion, 
and in his own terms, }\IIatth. xi. 28. " Come unto me, 
~, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I win give 
" you refi." Ifaiah Iv. I. "Ho, everyone that thirfieth, 
" come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money: 
" cOlne }1e, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk 
" witllOllt Inoney and \vithout price. " Jolln vi. 37. "Hiln 
" that conletll to me I will iIi no \vile call Ollt." How 
1hall I urge your compliance,.? is not this name fo power
ful that you may rafely put your trull in it ? Are you not 
defirous tllat )'otlr converfion to God fil0uld ilJufirate it 
and make it glorious? I {hall leave the matter with you 
after making this remark, that in vain do his enemies op
f4".fe him; in vain do finners defpife him. He is getting 
him a nanle by the I}reaclling of the gofpel. It is fiill 
ferving its pllrpofe, for tIle calling an(} confirmation of 
the veffels of mere}", for aggravating the gtlilt, and in .. 
creafing the cOlldemnation \.\f the obfiillate and difobedi. 
ent, Luke xx. 17, 18. ~'Allfl he beheld tl1em, ancl faill, 
" What is tl1is tllen, that is writteIl, TIle {lone \vhiell the 
., builders rejeae{l, t ~le fame is becQlne the head of the 
tl corner? lVhofoevcr 1hall fall upon that fione {hall be, 
" broken; but on whomloever it fhall fall, it will grind 
" lliln to po\\yder. " 

5. In the lall place, }70l1 Inay learl) from Vty llat llatll beell 
raid, the \\,ifdoll1 of Go(l, ill tIle illfiitlltion of the Lorcl's 
fupper, and ,what ought to be your employment at his 
table. How wifely fitted is this oruinance to keep up the 
remembrance of Chrift as a Savionr, as a fllffering dying 
Saviour. P~lllaps no one circulllfial1ce llas contribute(l 
more to prefcrvc the pure uncorrupted doarine of the gor- . 
pel, than the facramellt of the Lord's fupper. It fets the 
truth before Ollr eyes, '\lllile tIle \vorus of tIle itlfiitlltiotl 
)'epeats it in our ears, I Cor. xi. 24. U '"fhis is my body, 
~~ which is broken for yeu ~ this do in remembrance of 
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"me." And verie 25th, "This cup is the New TeRa
" ment in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in 
"remembrance of me." Proteffing ChriIii ans, but of 
worldly minds, may be afuamed ofthe croJs; felf.righteous 
perfons may put fomething eIre in the room of the ceofs ; 
pervede difputers may oppofe it, or keep it out of tbeir 
writings; and erroneous teachers olay keep it out of their 
fermons; but there is no keeping it out of the facrament 
of his tupper. Under this aufpicious banner, the name 
of Chrifi has been fpread to the mon: difiant nations, and 
handed down from tIle nl0fi dill:ant ages, and fo it 1l1all 
continue till lle conle again, "for as often as ye e .. lt this 
"breacl," &c. How thell ought ye to be en11)lo)led, in 
a thankful and joyful acceptance of falvation through his 
blood, in the lively exercife of faitIl in Ilis po\ver, in de
riving from his fulners every thing necefiary for your 
fupport under temptation or trial; and in fervent prayer, 
tl1at his nan1e may be hallo\\1"cd, llis kingc.lofll lllay come, 
an(l llis will nlay be dOlle in eartll, as it is ifl I-Iea\"ell,~ 
Amen ancl Atllen. 
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PS.\LlI lxvi. 18. 

. . . 

If I r~gQT'J illifuily iIi my J:mrt, tA~ urt/ UI~lI not "~;J"!!w. 

THERE is not, I think, a mote !lriking light ill 
which we can c~rifider an alfcmbl, of profefling 

chrifiians, than as tiniiecl ill their common reJ3tion to 
God, and upon an equ~l footing, as to out.-anl privileges~ 
but very different, as tt> the!r inward charafler. 1'his 
aiffe~ence fhall only ~ completely manifefted in the final 
decifion of. their flate at the lall day. The mixture of 
i:1.ints and finners nluli cOlltinue tul that time, \vlien there 
fhall be ali eternal feparation of the precious from the vile, 
of the {beep from the gOltS. ~fun then, aU things con. 
tinue in fufpence and uncertainty till the great day? Is 
there no way by which we call judge, elt prefcnt, wbat 
will be the event at that interefiing period ? 

\\That is now the im.t>arc.l temper, or tbe fpiritual nate, 
and what {hall be the cterrial condition of every perf!)" 
here prefent is perfealy known to God, the fcafcher of 
all lle~rts. It callilot ~ 1~'lO\Vll indeed, \\-ith any certain • ., 
t)'. by his fellow finllcrs, but it may b~ knuwn in a great 
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meafure, by eyery one with regard to hinlfeIf. It tnay 
he known with ruch a degree of evidence as to deliver 
him from dillreffing anxiety, and even to, fill him with 
the moll joyful hope and expeCtation. Is not this fuBi .. 
tient? and ought it not to excite every one of us to a fe .. 
nous and impartial trial of that great queflion, in which 
.. e have no lefs than an infinite concern. This ought to 
he our care, in a particular manner, when we have ill 
view to make a near and foIemn approach to God, in his 
fanduary on earth, hecaufe his acceptance of our worfhip 
in the body, is an earneR: and pledge of his final appro .. 
bali on, as appears from the words of the text, " If Ire .. 
• , gard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear nle," 
.nd likewife from another paffage, John ix. 31. ,.: Now, 
" we kno\Y that God heareth not finners: but if any man 
• be a worfhip~! of God, and doeth bis will, him he 
" heareth .. t' 

This Plalm was compofed, in all probability by the' 
Pfalmift David, though fome are of a contrary opinion, 
and attribute it to one of the prophets, after the taptivity. 
The inft~ired author celebrates the goodllefs of God in 
JOme fignai and national deliverance, and towards the 
dore of the Pialm, takes pmicular notice of the difiin .. 
guilhing kindnefs of God to himfeJf, as in Pralm Ixvi. 16-
" Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will (lecJare 
" what he hath done for my foul." He then confiders the 
countenance and acceptance he had met \vith from God, 
as an evidence of his own fincerity in the 18th and 19th 
verfes, "H I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
R- not hear me i but verily GOll hatll heard me; he hath 
., attended to the voice of my prayer." I cannot at this 
lime take in the whole compafs of this fubjetl:, or confider' 
how the one ofthefe aifertions iSr related to the other; bu~ 
as the fira of them cOlltains an interefting trllth of itfelt~· 
and very proper for the trial of our fiate-l fhall endea
'Yor, th. ongh divine amnance, to iUuftrate it, in the fo},. 
lo\\Jing metlloc.l, 

I. I {hall confider what is implied illl"egardiag iniquity 
in the heart. 
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D. What is to be underflood by Goo's not hearing ruch 
perfons. And, 

III. I fhall make fame praitical improvement of the 
fubjecr, for your inftruftion and direCtion. 

In the firn place, then, let us confider wbat is implied 
in regarding iniquity in the heart. And J think it is 
plain, that thefe words do not direaJy point at open, (CaD
dalous and profane finners, \Vho have burn every bond, 
Mtllook with difdain and defiance in the face of e\tery 
reprover. There are too many of this chara6:er, my btt. 
thren, 'who fall under the defcription of the prophet Jere
miah, ch. xliv. ver. 16 and firfl claufe of the 17th, and 
who pratl:icall}t fay, U As for the word that thou han fpoken 
" unto us in the tlamc of the lArd, we will I lot hearken 
" unto thee. But we will certainly do whatfl'ever thing 
u goeth forth out 9f our own mouth. " To thefe I mall 
{peak in the application of the fubjecl, as there is no doubt 
tbat they regard iniquity in the heart, fince they openly 
and obflinately praCtice it in the life. But certainly the 
words of the text do chiefly relate to thofe whore charac
ters are more (loubtful, both to others and to themfelves. 
l\tlany there have been in every age, and there are Blany 
.amongft us, \\:ho nlaintain tlleir charaaers before Olen; 
but when weighed in the balance of the fan8uary, Iball 
be found wanting; but, at the fame time, by the po,ycr 
of fClf-deceit, they are ready to fay, they fhall have peac~. 
though they walk after the imagination of their OWIl 

hearts. For undeceiving all foeh perfons, and for the 
, trial of others, that they that are appro\red may be made 

lQanifefl, let me befeech your attention to the following 
particulars. 

I. rrhey regard iniquity in their hearts, who pral-tife 
it fecretly, who are under reftraint from the world, but 
are not polfeffcd of an habitual fear of tIle omnifcient God, 
the fearcher of all hearts, and from \\'hofe e}~es there is no 
~overing of thick darknefs where the workers of iniquity 
nlay hide themfelves. Jer. xxiii. 24. U Can any hide 
" himlelf in fecret places, that I fhall not fee him? faith 
~l tile Lore!: {io nQt I fill h~aven C\nd earth? faith tho 
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C& Lard .. " If yoo remember in what manner I Rated the 
rencral meaniPg of the word~, )"ou win be fen6ble that i 
(to not hen: chiefty point atgrors hypocri(v? or thore who 
under the cloak of religion phtlif~ aU Olanner of .. icked~ 
ne(~ in their fccret retirement.. T~re are Plany others 
cn wbore ~ua the jutlgment of men has a fhong, 
though at the fame time an inf~nfible eR'efi: who are per
haps regular and guankd in t..~;r vi6ble deportment, but 
on ,,~hom a fc.are of the C'onlinllal pn:re~ce of the invifible 
God, \t"itb ."bom tbey !la,'e to ()u, t.atll not ;t COI1!nland. I 
lng and habitU*l influence.. It is a dangerou~ fympto~ 
!lI' tbi~ when your R~ntanre is very flight, and you eali. . 
J}- lor~i\-e )ourrcives lor thole fillS of which the world is 
ignonnt, or in thor.: tbat an: known, when you remem~ 
~r the fhame 10n~r than the fin .. 
. Ho\v n)any \lub~ppy examples of this do we fee every 
d:l)" ? Ho\v ma;lY can go very cali)y lInder their fins that 
arc knoWn o'lly to God~ but ~ filled with vC1ation \\-hen 
they have been betrayed intq ,,"bat ~'Xpofc:s them to th~ 
CenlllJe of their fellow-creatures. There are fome \vho 
fee.n to be much more afFe8ed ,,-itb the cenfure Of others 
Jor trifling errors, than the dir.1)l~lure of God 'or heinOl!S 
fins.. NilY, there are to be found rome .who e\'idc:ntly 
fuffcr more uneafi~rs' from the cenru~ of others. evell 
~~here it is wrong, ~han fronl frequent negleas or hn:ache~ 
!>f dle law of ~I. Now, what fignifies the opinion of 
otbe~ whet) it IS foUllded 0:1 miRake, or maiice ? I (}o 

not mean, my brethren, to c:1ttinguifh, or bid you endea
vor to e~tingllifh, a rente or fhame; but Jet it be fubordi. 
nate to the fC::lr of God. The difirefs of a real penitent 
fbtll))d arire fmln tile (lifilOnor he hatll (lone to God. The 
reproach he hath br\)uRI1~ 011 religiQl1, 1110u)(1 WOlll1d hirn 
Dlore deeply than the fh:lllle or fe:ar he hath hrought upon 
himfdf. l.et the fhamerulnefs of ~very bld at\ion~ bear 
a p;irt in. fhe\\"in~ you its abominable: u3ture. But I al~l 
bold to ~ffirrn .. tholt they ~re ftrang(!rs to true penitence, 
in whom a '~nJc: of nl~une is firon;:.er than a renre of fin. 

'rhis attOlc.:hment to lecret fir. "clmi,s of varioL1s rlegrets. 
It is fometimes fironger, and lometim~s weaker; lome
times general, and lo:netimes more ccnfined.. ~rht;re ar~ 
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InAances in which it appears chiefly by the continuance 
and influence of fome Olle (Iarling luft, ,,·hich the finner 
cannot give up. This holds its pbce after others or fur
rtodere(l; and though it dare not appear openly in the 
converfation, retains its donlinion in the heart, and is in
dulged under the covert of fecrecy. The arguments ad
duced in its defence, the excufes offered for it by th~ fin
ner to h~s o\\rn mind, are very many; btlt that it is a re· 
garding iniquity in the heart, appears from its being coo
cealed. It would reek no hiding place, if it were not one 
of the \yorks of darknefs. 

1. They regard iniquity in the heart, who entertain 
a~d indulge the defire of fin, al.though in the courre of pro
vidence, they may be refirained from the aaual commiffion 
of jt. I i.\m perfuaded the infiances are not rare, of men 
feeding ~pon finful defires, even when through want of 
opportunity, through the fear of man, or through fome 
partial reRraint of confcience, they dare not carry them 
into execution. This will be beft ilIufirated by particular 
examples; and therefore, I fhall juft mention "the three · 
fpllowing-impurity, fenfuality, and mali~e. 

l\fen Inay incllilge themfelves in unchafie an(llafcivi .. 
~us thoughts; they may allow their imaginations to run 
~ut upqn ruch fu~je~s, ~editate and dwell upon them 
with delight, drink in with pleafure fuch difcourfes or ruch 
writings as prefent them with polluted images, although 
they are refirained (rom the com'miffion of grofs aCts of un. 
cleannefs. :All w'ho volurltari1}, indulge themfelves ill 

futh mellta) impurity, who think it enough to abflain fronl 
the ~rimina) aaio~, or perhaps maintain fome prudent 
relerve and decency of convc:rfation, but do not make 
tonfcience of watchi"ng over their inward defires; beyond 
all queftion, they regard iniquity in the heart. For this 
we have the exprefs tefiimony of our bleffed Saviour, 
A-fatthew v. 27 .. 28. "Y e bave heard that it was raid by 
" them of old time, Thou fhalt not commit adultery; but 
" I fay unto you, that whofoever Iooketh on a woman to 
" lull after her, hath committed adultery with her already 
" ill his heart." Again, ' 
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l\'Ien may habitually indolge tl1emrelveS in feoruality fi 
11 e art, when they have little or no opportunity of giving 
the rein to fc:nfuality in prafiice. They may pleafe them
{elves with the imagination or expetlation of worldly 
greatnefs, or worldly delights. Such things may be tho 
theme of their meditation, and the objeCls of their finful 
affeftions, although they 1haU never come into their pof
remon. Their fenfua1ity of heart may difcover itfdf by 
impatient complaints of their own fiate, which has not 
given them the means of indulgence, or by envious re
pining at the outward profperity of others, who are more 
liberally provided for. Nay, I would fay the fame thing 
pf thofe who have the means of gratification, and yet are 
ufually fober, if their reRraint is owing to no better prin. .. 
cip1e than the fear of ficknefs, or the fear of man. 

Ollce nlore, men may in(lulge theolfelves in mali~ 
~gainft otheT$, although it be chit:8y confined to the fecrct 
working of their hearts. Pruclellce or cowardice may bin. 
der men frol)l (loipg mifchief, ev~n when they are full of 
inward malice. Envy, that corroding, ,,'afling worm, 
J:hiefly preys upon the hear~. Men may rejoice at the CIP 

lamities of o~her~, or indulge re(entment of fuppofed in
juries, which is ne\?er carried into eB'etl:. AU fuch, my 
J>rethren, regarq iniquity iQ tlleir heart, and are livillg ill 
the wilflll all(} deliberate breach pf the Jaw of God, whicll 
is pure and fpiritua,l, and hath the heart as its principal 
objeCt. l\'1atth. v. 1 I, l~. '~Ye Jlave heard that it was 
., laid by thenl of 0)(1 tilDe, Fl'hou fhalt Ilot kill ; al1(1, 
,. whofoever 1hall kill, 111all be in danger ofthe judgment. 
" Bllt I fay unto you, that whofoever is angry with his 
" brother without a caufe, alall be in d~nger of the judg
'\ 111ellt: and whofoever filall fay to his brotller, Itaca, 
C( {hall be in danger of the cOlmfel: but whofoc::ver 1hall 
,~ fay, 1-'hou fool, fhall he in danger of hell-fire.'~ 

3. rrhey regard iniquity in the heart, who refleCt upol\ 
l)a!i: fins witll tltlight, or \vitIl0llt tincere Illlnliliatioll of 
Inin<1. Perhars our real difpofition, both towards fill and 
duty, may be as certainly difcovered by the fiate of our 
nlirl(ls after, as ill the tilne of ac~ion. Tile firel1gtll al1(\ 

fllddennels of temptation may betray even a good maq 



into the commiOion of fin i the backward~rs of Jl~rt :tiki 
po_er of inward corruption, may make duty bunlenfom~~ 
Ind occdon many defc8s in the perfonnanc~: but ~vc:ry 
teal Chriflian ~members his ~ft fins 'With unfdgnrtl COI:

trition of fpirit, and a deep tcnre of un\\'ortbin~rs betore 
God; and the difcharge of his duty, howevtr difficult it 
may have been at the time, affonls hi.n the uttnoll plea
fure, on reSeaion. It is otherwife ,,-ith many: they 
can remember their fius \\'ithout IOnGw, th~y can fpeak 
of them without fhame, an(1 fometimes ev~n ,,-itb a mix. 
ture of boding and vain-~iory • Did you nev~r hear 
them recall tMir pall loUie~ :lntl fpeak of them with f~!"h 
Rlifh, that it Jeems to be more to n·ne,,, the p)eaf,)re~ !)~an 
to regret the tin. E\O"en fuppnfiug fueh per.ons to bave 
forfaken th~ pra6i('e of fOGle f::-s, if th~y can thl!S look 
hack upon them with inwO!Td compl~cencr, their fe:erning 
reformation n1uft be owing ;0 a ,aery thfferen~ caufe from 
lenovation of heart. How oppofite the fenti,nents of Job, 
who confiders his afBiaions as a vifitation of God for his 
fins in eilr)y lite, Job xiii- 26, u For thou writeft bitter 
" things againft me, and makeR me to poif-:fs the iniqui .. 
" ties of my youth ,1) See &lfo the prayer of the Pfalmift. 
Pfalm x~v. 7, '" Remem~r not the fins of my youth, nor 
.l my tranfgt"effions: according to thy mercy remember 
1\ thou me, for thy goodnefs fake, 0 Lon! .. " 

4. They rt.'g.lrd iniquity in the heart, who look upon 
the fins of others with approbation, Of indeed" who can 
behoJ(1 them withollt grid: Sin is fo :lbominable a thing, 
fo difllonoring to God, and fo tleftruai\-e to the fouls of 
men, that no real Chriftian can witllefs i;: without concer~. 
Hence it is fo frequently taken notice of in fcripture, :IS 

the chara8er of a fer\:ant of God, tllat Ile mourllS fol' the 
fins of others, Pfal. cxix. 136, IS8, ~~ Rivers of water run 
" down mine eyes: hecaufe they keep not thy law. I b~
U held the tranfgreffors, and was grieved: becaufe th~y 
Ii' kept not thy w()rd. n See alfo the language of the pro
phet Jeremiah, chap. ~iii. 17. "But if ye wili not hear 
'" it, my foui fhall weep in fecret places fer your p:"id~; 
" and mine eye filall weep fore, and run down with tears, 
., btcaufc the Lord's flock is carried u''''ay capti\~e. n :la 
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Peter ii. 7, 8, "And delivered jun Lot, vexed wh-h the 
"filthy converfation of the wicked: (for that righteous 
., man dwelling among them, in feeing anc! hearin:O'~ 
., velled his righteous foul from day to day with their u~ • 
.. , lawful deeds}." l-Iave we then among us any, my bre. 
thren, who can look upon the fins of others with compla. 
cency or approbation, who excufe or .palliate, who julli. 
ty or defend them., how different is their temper from that 
of the fcripture faints jufi now r~rerred to? Whatever 
outward regularity they may poffefs or pretend to, it is 
plain they are of ~he number of thofe who regard iniquity 
in the heai1. 'ro fome fins their own nature may not 
prompt them, from others, the fear of man may renrain 
them; but the holy fpirit furely never has refor~ed them. 
It is ~n infallible maxim, that no man can think light..; 
1y of fin ill oth~rs, who has an unfeigned hatred of it in 
himfc:lf. 

This will hold with equal or with greater rtrength, as 
to thofe who make the fins of others the fubjeCl of tlleir 
mirth and entertainment. The wife nlan tells us, Prov, 
xiv. 9, "Fools make a mock oflin.h And the obferva. 
tion will hold equally true, whether we confider the fin 
committed, or the dang@r of the finner. Is there any thing 
We 1I1ouJd hate more than \vhat is fo ofFenfive to God; of 
which he hath exprelfed his detefiation ? And muff het 
not regard iniquity in the heart, who can find pleafure in 
what fhould be vie\ve(l bJ' every Chrifiian with horr"or? 
Alld what name does lle deferve, \vho can make hinlfelf 
merry' wi~h the everlafting perdition of his feliow-crea
tures ? We have the greaten reafon t? lament the pre. 
valence of fin amongfi us, and the boldnds of finners; 
and little lefs, to lament the reception which both un and 
finners meet with among thofe, of whom better things 
might have been expeCled. 

s. ]n the Ian place, I fufpeCl: that they regard fin in the 
heart, wflo are backward to bring themfelves to the trial, 
and who are not truly willing, that God himfelf wou14 
fearch at~~ try' th~m. Sin often lurks fecretly, and in dif. 
guife. He is a firanger to religion, who does not know 
this from experience. Hear the language of the Pfalmill, 



Pfal. xix. il~ ""Tho can underflan(l his errors? cieanfe 
"thou me from feeret faults." Pf. cxxxix. ~3, 14. "Search 
"me, O. God, and kno\y my heart: try me, and know 
" my thoughts, a!'ld fee if there be any wicked way in 
"me, and lead l:-!e in the way everlafting. " 

If any, therefore, are unwilling to l'~ tried, if they ara 
backward to feU:examination, it is an evidence of a nrong 
and powerful attachment to fin. It can proceed from no. 
thing but from a fecret dread of fome dilagreeable difcove
ry of the detetlion of lome luft, which they cannot con .. 
fent to forfake. 1'lle force of contcience is {uch, that 
fome deception is necelfary to keep the finner in peace 
with JlilllJelt: 1~oo lnuch light would either debar him 
from his delights, or poifon the enjoyolent of them.. This 
is firollg1y defcribe(l by Ollr Saviour, John iii. 2.0. "I~or 
" everyone that doeth evil hatetll the light, neither cometh 
" to the light, lellills deeds fhOllld be reproved." 

,V e, proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which. 
,,:as to fil0W what is to be underHood by God's not hearing 
thole who regard iniquity ,in their hearts. This expref
U0il of God's not hearing them, may be confieered very 
gellerall}" as fignifying that they are not, llor \\rhile they 
contitllle in that teillper can be,· tile objeCts of his favor; 
11e \vilI Ilot remen1ber them \\'ith tIle love \vhiell he beareth 
to his chofen. But as the expreffion is ufed in fome par
ticlilar allc1 (lifiinCt figJlificatioflS ill fcripture, which will 
nlerit Ollr attention, I filall briefly mention tIle chief of 
them, \vllicll feem to be the four follotving. 

I. He \vill not hear them when tlley cry to him for de
liverance from affiietio!l. I take tllis to be at leaft one 
thing, if not the Inain thing, intendecl l)}T tIle Pfalmift in 
the paftage where the text lies. After giving praife to 
God for a fignal deliverance, he draws this comfortable 
conclufion from it, u If I regard iniquity in my heart, the 
" Lord will not hear me; but verily God hath heard me : 
" he hath attended to th·~ voice of my prayer." It is one 
4~ of the cllaraCters, as weI] as one of the privileges of the 
cllildren of God, that they fly to hiln as tlleir refuge in 
tlifirefs; and he h;.lth given his gracious promife, that he 

\:()Lt II. 'ft 
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will hear them in mercy, Pf. xci. 15. "He fhall call upon 
'I me, and I will anfwer him: I will be with him in trou. 
"ble, I will deliver him, and honor him." Pfalm I. IS. 
cc And call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 
" thee, and thou fhalt glorify rne." But thofe who feJ!lnt 
iniquity in their hearts, have no reafon to expeCt that God 
will hear them in this fenfe. The)' are liable to the cala~ 
mities of human life; they are Jiable to tbe firokes of 
God's righteous Providence: but they have no title to go 
to him for relief. Every amillion carries in it the feventy 
of a judge, without any mixture of the mercy of a father. 
It is true, that wicked men do fometimes cry to God in 
diftrefs, but not in the fpirit of hi~ childrell; and as we 
learn from this paifag«, their prayers do not find accep" 
tance with him. 

There are three different objeCts of de fire to a good man, 
while in amiCtion: the divine prefence to rupport him 
under it; the fanailied ure of it, for the improvement of 
the fpirituallife; and in due timef compleat deliverance 
from it. The two firfi, he that regards iniquity in his 
heart, will hardly afk j and the Ian he filall not be able to 
obtain. The prayer of one unacquainted with God, is 
little better tllan the ho\vling of defpair and terror, \vithout 
allY mixture of filial confide'lce. Horea, vii. 14. "And 
" they have not cried unto nle witll their heart, when they 
" howled upon their beds.'" As to the fandiied ufe of 
their fufferings, they neither alk nor receive it; on the 
contrary, they are commonly made worfe by their fuffer. 
ings, as earthen ve[els ,lre but hardened in the fire. And 
as to deliverance from {uffering, they 1hall never obtain 
more than perhaps a temporary fufpenfron of outward 
irokes, till they fillllP the meafure of their iniquities, and. 
be ripe for final (leflrtla.ion. 

I cannot help, jun hinting in this place, that when God 
vifits Ilis chilJrel1's falllts \vitil rods, allll their fins witll 
chafiifement!;, till they forfake their fins by true repen
tance, lIe \\'illilot hear tl1em. If tIley have departecl from 
the paths of truth and righteoufnefs, if they have taken of 
the accurfed thing between him and them', there cannot 
lie peace', Ilaiah }ix. 1. U Behold, the Lord's .hand is llO~ 



;nsintn'~ ~Q;ling. 331 

"tbortened, that it cannot rave; neither his tar ilea." 
c& tbat it cannot hear." The very intention of dliaion. 
to the children of God, is to feparate them from fin, and 
it muil continue till it produces ilS e..-ea. \\1"hat he fays 
of the inhabilants of Jeruralem, in general, is but an em· 
blclD of the manner in which he will t~at ev~ry particular 
perron of the tnle Jrrael, tfaiah i. 25. &l And I wiU tum 
" my hand upon thee, and purel, purge away thy clrofs, 
u and take alway all tlly tin :" 

2. He will not hear them, when they inlelcede fa' 
others. It is in this (enre, that the word is ufefl in l.itc 
gofpel according to John ix. 31. "Now, we know that 
&& God heareth not finners: but if any man be a worfhip
" per of God, and doth his will, him he heareth. n We 
are exprefsly taught by the ~polile James.. that it is the 
prayer of ~ith, and the prayer of the righteous that hath 
power with God, James v .. IS, 16 .. "And the prayer of 
u faith fhall fave the tick, and the Lord fhall nife him up ; 
" and if he have committed fins, they fhall be forgiv~n 
"him. Confefs your faults one to another, and pray GOe 
&i for another, that ye may be healed. The etreaual fer .. 
u ,yent prayer of a righteous man avaiJeth much .. " I am 
fc:nfible, my bretbren, that this will reem of very little 
moment to many, or probably to the ~teft part ofthofe, 
who reganl iniquity in their hearts. Not much accuflom. 
ell to the exercife of prayer for themfelves, it will make 
but a light impremon on them, to be told that they will 
not l1e he.r(l in their intercdlion for others. The truth 
is, In any , if they \VOllld attend to it, carry their own con. 
demn~\tion in themfelves, from this very circumflance. 
COllrcic!.!~ that they have little intereft at the throne of 
grace, they feldom think of employing it at :lli. But 
confidcring that there is fcarceJy any perfon wholly unre. 
late<.i to others, and that many have occalion, from time 
to time, to fee tbofe to whom they are united by the moft 
tender ties, lying under the preffure of afBiflion, it oUght 
to cover tlleln \vith confufion, that they know not what it 
is to look to God, as the hearer of prayer, and to lend that 
help, which they may fhortly require. '\Then we f~e one 
fl)emb~r of a family Jying under the rod, and a profane 
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hufbantl or wife, parent or chi1d, ftanding by in hopeltfs 
dilllefs, and pra}-crlefs tears, it is hard to Jay which of th, 
two is the greater objefi of compaJlion. 

And what an incitement fhouJd it be to thofe, who are 
o~en called to the duty of intercefJion, either from their 
office or their chara6er" to walk circumfpefUy, that they 
may not mar their confidence in Go.... Let them guard 
",ith double diligence againft any thing that is pro\'o~ing 
to God. Let them ftrive to keep clear their intereft in his 
favor, left they fhould at once wound their peace and 
deftro, their ufefulnefs; for if they regard iniquity in their 
heart, the Lord will not hear them. 

3. He win not hear them when they draw near to him 
ip worlhip. 1"his alfo, is often the meaning of the ex .. 
prdlion in fcripture, Ifaiah i. 14, IS. "Your new nloons, 
~'and your appointed feans my foul hateth: they are a 
~, trouble unto ine; I am weal}~ to ~ar thenl. And \vheo 
~' ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from 
"you; yea, when ye make many prayers I will not hear: 
~, your hands are full of b!ood." . There are many other 
pa[ages to the fame purpofe, particularly that of Solomon, 
Prove xv. 8. "1"he facrifice of the wicked is all abonlina .. 
" tion to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his 
" delight." rrhe Pfalmift was fo fenfible of tllis, that he 
fays, Pfalm Y. 4, S' 6, 1. "For thou art not a God that 
" hath pleafure in wickednefs; neither fhall evil dwell 
~, with thee. The fQOli1h {ban not tland in thy fight: thou 
&& hateft all wQrkers of iniquity. Thou {halt dellroy them 
~, that ~neak leafing: the Lord will abhor the blpody and 
"deceitful man. But as for me, I win come into thy 
~, houfe ill the multitutle of tily lllercy; allcl in thy fear 
" will I worfhip toward thy holy:en1ple." . 
. This ought to lllake a deep anti lerious impreffioll 011 
your minds. rrhere are but tQO many who, though they 
live in the praCtice of fin and regard iniquity in their 
hearts, (10 yet COlltillue their out\\'ard attellliance on tIle 
ordinances of (livine inflitutioll, and at fiatecl times 1ay 
hold of the teals of God's covenant. Shall they find any 
Jcceptance with him? No. He counts it a profane 
~~e~7 i he r;ounts it a facrilegiou~ ~fllTpatipn, Pt~\lUll. 
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J6,17. CC Rut uoto the wicked God faith, 'Vhat han tholl 
,~ to do-to (leclare mv ftatutes, or that thou Ihouklft tako 
~ my covenant in thy mouth? Seeing thou hateR in. 
~'firua:on, and calleil my \\·o~s behilld thee." Shall 
they have any comfort in it? No, unlc:fs in fo far as in 
righteous juclgment he fuffers them to be dc:ceil-ed, and 
they are deceived .. and mon unhappy they, who lie long
ell ullder the (leJufion, Pfalm I. 2.1. "rl'llefc: tllings hall 
" thou done, and I kept mence: thou thoughtefl that I 
'f was altogether fuch an one as thyfelf; but I will reprove 
,~ thee, and fet them in order before thine eyes." Sha!l 
they have any benefit by it? No, illR~ad of appealing 
his wrath, it prcvokes his vengeance. Inftead of enlight
ening their millets, it bJin(ls their e}~es. Inftea(l of fallc
~ifying their nature, it hardens their hearts. See a de
fcription of tbofe who had been long favored with outward 
privileges, and gloried in them, John xii. 39, 40} "1~here. 
c.' fore they could not beJieve, becaufe that Efaias raid 
'~again, He llath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
,~ heart; that they fhould not fee with their ~yes, nor un· 
~~ derfiao(l with their heart, anc} be converted, an(ll fhould 
'~heal them.'~ So that nothi ng is more effential to an 
acceptable approach to God, in the duties of his worlhip 
ill gelleral, and particularly to receiving the feals of his 
covenant, than a thorough and univerial reparation from 
an known fill, Job xi. 13, 14. "If thou prepare thine 
" heart, antI llretch out tIline Ilan(ls to\\'arc)s him; if ini
,~ qllity be in thille hand, put it far awa}', and let not 
" wickednefs dwell in thy tabernacles." 

4. He \vill not 11ear tllem when they cry for merelY at 
Jan. Sooner or later the finner's eyes {hall be opened. 
Sooner or later he fhall be convinct(l of the folly of his 
miferable choice. Many of thofe who regard iniquity in 
their hearts, fleep in fecurity, and flatter themfelves with 
miflaken hopes; but, Gal. vi. 7, "Be! not deceived: God 
~, is 110t mocked; for \Vl13tfoever a man fo\\~eth, that fhall 
~, he aHo reap." From the account given by our Saviour~ 
it would appear that the final fentence ihall, in many in· 
fiances, be matter of furprife as well as terror to the fin. 
ller, Matt. vii. 22, 23, "1\1any will fay to me ~n that uay, 
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u Lon1. LonJ. have we not propbe6ed in thy name? and 
~ in tby name: haft caft out c..'evils? and in thy name 
.~ tlooe many "'onderful .cds ? And then will I profert 
., unto them. I nev .. kne .. you: depart from me. ye that 
., work iniquity .. " NAY .. perh:aps we may ray that to 
fomc:, the d:l1 of God"s mercy Olaf be over before the 
clofe of lif~; and they m~y find no place for repenhnc:e.. 
though tbey may reek it carefully.. and with tnrs.. Not 
hut tbat .~reyer tiler: is tnlc penitcnc~, even at tt.e 
eleventh bOUT, ft'rgiyenef~ will be the deft; but we may 
julUy fuppotc tJ:at t~n: m~r be a defpairing cry for mercy, 
from the apprehenfiOO$ of impending jUllgrnent, without 
any tb~rou&h co:lvi8ion of fin. 11le reception that fecll 
will OleCt "-'th, and lhe Rafon u~ which it is Coundtd, 
is teprd;:ntal in tbe flrongeft )an~~ge, Prov. i. 24. 25, 
26, :11, :l8, d. lkc:aofc: I htlve caUccl, and ye tefufed; I 
et have nrctcil~l out my band~ and no nWl regarded; 
.' but ye ~'je G:l at DOUgh: all my counfel, and would 
.' none of m~· reproof: I :.Ifo will laugh at your calamity; 
" 1 \\-ill 'llOCk wben your fC!ar cOlnetb: when your fear 
&, cometh as dt:ful~tion, :loti )"our d:firuaion cometh as a 
•• "'hirlwind; when diflrefs anti anguilh tometh upon 
•• you: t~n fllaU they call upon me, but I win not an .. 
&l f,,-er; they thai) f~k me ear!y, but they fhall not find 
II JIle •• ' 

I procffil now to m:lke rom~ pra8ical impro\~ement 
nf t!lis tllbjet\ itlf )"(\~lr illfiruUion al!d direfiion. AntI, 
1. Suff~r me to 'jleak a little to thole \\'ho live in the open 
Jlallitllal prattice of grcfs fin. It grieves nle to think, 
Iny brdh~n" that any fuch fhould be found or filppoled 
in this worfbipping afi~:nbly. It difirefies me flill more, 
to think that any fuch BlouM have t.he pn:fumption to nOr, 
or the art to olltaill per;niflioll, and the (Ireadful hardinel~ 
to fit down at the Lonrs tahle. I fball defcribe you not 
by your names, which are known to men, but your eha
r.laers and hearts, which are open befo,'e God. S\\·ear~ 
ers and profaners of Jehovah·s name, defpifers of his Sab
b."\ths, l~orner~ of (;.,cred thin~s, negleaers of prnyer, fons 
of violence, midni£ht rioters. ~amy drunkards, unclean 
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b'nicaton, takers antI holders of unjufi gain, liars and 
fbnderers, hard-hearted oppreifors, and whoJOe,~er li"eth 
under the dominion of kno\\' n fin. Is the nature of GO(t 
fo holy, is his law fo fpiritual, is his judglnent fo revere, 
that thofe who but regard iniquity in their bearts9 111:111 
inevitably perifh; then how fhall you cfcape the c.bmna
lion 9f he)) ? Is memory fo unfaitllful, as not no\v to 
bring your fins to remembra!lce? Is confcience 10 fear
ed as not to cbarge you with the guilt? Can you doubt 
the being, do you not feel the prefence, do you not fear 
the judgment of God ? u The wicked fha1l be turned in
" to hell, and aU the nations that forget God; for l'ophet 
.. is ordained of old," &c, 

Oh, that it would pJeale God, by his omnipotent grace, 
to reach your hearts, to fJlake your confi(lence, to llumblc 
you to the durt. I can God to record, that you have re
ceived warning. I know tllat you may defpife it; I am 
aEnid that many \vill do fo. A\\1ay to your cups, away to 
the bleffetl ftage, that dear friend to virttle j awa}' to }9011r 

merry, fociallite, drink confufion to your preachers, and 
pour forth every term of reproach that your little wit can 
(uggen, againft there poor prieft.ridden creatures, who are 
afraitt of their milliller's reproof. .l\las, aIls! \\,llell the 
king of terrors, on his pale horle, fhall make his approach. 
you will be of another mind, unlefs perhaps! as it often 
happens, you meet with a fuddell call, an immediate 

· tranflation from the fire of Illfl to the fire of hell. 
2. I~t me intreat you, my dear brethren, from what has 

been filicl, to fearch and try }'ourfc:)\'es, ,\~ht!tller you regard 
iniquity in your hearts, or not. l'his is the rather necef
tary, as you have in. vie\v an immediate and folemn ap
peal to God, tllat you are fiJ1Cere ill his CO\genant. Does 
the fear of the Lord po[tls )"OU in feeret, as well as in pub
lic? Are you wiHing that it lhould be [o? Is it your daily 
Rudy, and is it the fubjeCt of your daily prayer, to have 
a (leeper antI nlore li\'el}, imprefiion of his l)reft!tlce ui)on 
)'Ollr fpirits ? Is it trlll}' nlatter of co(nfort to }·OU, \\'Ilen 
you are (leliverecl from tIle fear of htlnlan cenfure, or (le
tire of human approbation? Ha\'e YOll ever got above 
both in your e:<perience~ and do you not Winl to m'i\tntain 
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the fupetiority? If it is fo, happy, happy are you indeed : 
and may the Lord himfelf lift up his countenance upon 
YOtl, and give you peace. . 

Do you know what it is to mourn over fecret fjns, the 
'Vanity of your minds, the worldlinefs of your atrellions ? 
And do you truly make confcience of keeping the heart 
!lith all dilig«:nce, hecaufe out of it are the iffues of life? 
I will not alk becaule 1 kllO\V you caOllot d~ny, that }'Oll 

have had nlany finfu! thoughts, in breach of every com .. 
Dlalld of G<AI. But are they dJlproved, or abhorred? ire 
they fUDmitted to, or refilled? are they no" recollttlcd 
with pleafure, with indifference, or with fhame ? 

'Vhat are your thoughts with regard to the fins of others? 
nave you ever grieved for tbem in truth? Do not think 
that I am leading Y9U to oftentation.. I do not afk yoq 
whether you have openly teJiified againft them .. ur honett .. 
1, reproved them; bec::aufe, though there are both itnpor .. 
tant an(l bill(lillg <luties, they nlay be more ea61y coun. 
~erfeited; and I am not now preffing you to the difcharge 
of your duty to others~ but trying your fincerity before 
God. Have you therefore, mourned in fecret for the fins 
of others? have they ever brought you to your knees? 
have they added fervor to your prayers? If it be fo, I can .. 
~ot think that you regard iniquity in your own hearts. 
r hi$ is :n0 Pharifaical hypocrify.. It is known only to 
God. The profane cannot curle you for it, becaufe they 
do not beaT it: and if they were told it, it is probable they 
would not believe it. 

But methinks I hear fome ferious perron faYt I have at
tended to tIle interrogatories; an(l though I would fain 
bope I know fomething of a fenre of duty in all, yet, oh ! 
bow miferably defeaive have I been? Nothing like that 
deep fenfe of the pre fence of God, that humiliation of fpi
I'it (or fin, that concenl for the divine glory, that I ought 
to ha\7c 11::tll, tllat I Il:lVe fonlctimes felt for a fearon, 10(1 

that I wHhed to preferve. 
rfIlerefore, n-l)' brethre!l, I \\·ollld once more alk you, 

call )90:.1 no\\r jjtll~erely pray tl.at G()(l WQulcl fearch and 
try your ways, diicover e\·ery feeret fin, convince you of 
it, humbie you for it, and deliver you from it? Is there no 
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tefetvei no exception .~r, nothing that,.. lie will .. 
ing to conI', that you are backward to enmioe, and dit. 
pored to excufe? Is there no doubtful praaic:e. but •• t 
ru are ,,:i~in& to think of deliberately, to examine il:Qpar
bally, alwl if it either appears to be tinfol, 01' but retqain ... 
tth doubtful, to furmkler freely? If.You CUI fay there is 
DOl, then after having pleaded your divotte hom evety 
~n, I have only further to rob you or every duty too. and 
)eave roo nothing wbem# to gI~.1 to call you to re
nounce aU klf.righteoufnels and .elf-depende~t and 
inake you to fay,,- ., ~ot I, but the grace of God that was 
II with me: furely, in the l..onl ha.e I righteoUfnefs and 
u ftrength .. " 

3.. I fbaJl only now thut up this difcourk with giviDI 
JOU a very few direllion$ for your future prefeRalion. 

I. Guam ~i!lft the fill or lins that JOD may be moll Ii .. 
able to, from your natu"': temper and conflitution, which 
may be faid to be your own iniquity, and the fill that moil 
ofily berets you.. It is Ja."1lentable to think what difgrac:e .. 
Cui blenljlbes are fometimes to be feen in the condu& of 
the ferYants of God.. I know this is permitt~ in Provi. 
ddlce, and cannot be wholly prennted. But no watch ... 
ful Ghriftian will fit fiill eafily under it. If (ucb 3 fin 
gives him no reft, he fhould give it no quarter. Some 
~ery bad thil1gS are fometimes borne with, under the noti. 
bn of \lnavoid~le infirmities. Yet they are to the preju. 
dice of your own peace; they are a rep~ch to your pro.. 
feflion, and a difhonour to your maner. H you cannot 
.holly dellroy, I befcech you, \yound and weaken them. 
If there is no probability that they will die wholly, but 
tiith the body.. let it be feen that they are daily 10Gng 
ftRngth, and dying gradually. 

2. Set a panicuiar guard upon thore fin~ that you may 
he oppored to, in YOUf ordinary calling: ira that way, 
where you ~c) moll fn:quently, the tempter knows he can 
moll eafil} find you, and he "iH certainly be there to meet 
you. Beftdes intc:reft 0":-~n pleads fo tirongly in behalf 
of fome fins of this kind, ~c.! 1 they are fo much jufti6ed by 
exall'ple, that few can withfialld the temptation. But 
confider, I Weech ),ou, that no honor, profit, or conv.:. 

VOL. lL U u 
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nience, can poftibly counter.balance the lofs of God's fa .. 
vor! What a miferable excellency is it indeed, to add-, 
little to our earthly flore at the expence o( his difpleafure, 
while we ourfelves are in his hand, and all that we have 
is in the moR abfolute manner at his difpofal. 

In the Ian place, if you defire to be preferved from the 
dominion of fin, feat yourfelves- often in the prefence of 
God. - He feeth in fecret, his eyes- do fee, his eye lids try 
the children of men. A1k of him, thetcfore, that he may 
not fulFer you to deceive yourfelves, but lead you in the 
paths of righteoufnefs for his name's fake. 
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THE ABSOLU'-rE'NECE~SITY OF S.&\LVATION TBaOUGH 

CHRIST. 

SERMON 37. 
Preached before the Societ}' in SCOtlaJld for propagating ChriC. 

tian Knowledge, in the High Church of Edinbllrgh, on 
Mond~)', January 2, 1758. 

---... 
'A C l' S, iv~ 12. 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for the,~ is none other 
. name under ht<:ven given among men whereby we mUst IJ~ 

saved. .' -

IT it is not ealy to conceive any fubjeCt, at once more 
. important in itfelf, more feafonable in this age, and 
more fuited to the defign of the prefent meeting, than the 
abfolute neceffity of falvation through CHRIST. We live 
in an age in "".ich (as is often complained) infidelity 
greatly prevaii·}; out yet in which the caufe of truth 'hath 
much·lefs to tear from the a[aults of its open enemies, 
than from the " rc~~hery of its pretended advocates. The 
lateft infidel v'riters have carried their own fcheme to 
fuch perfeCtion or' extravagance, that it mull difcredit the 
caufe in the eye of every fober judge." And indeed tho 

. . 

.. See David H ume's writings on mora1s throughout; where, 
befl(\es leaving out entirely our duty to God, which he hath ia 
COmm01} ,yith many other late writers, he expre(sly founds 
juftice upon po\,·er and conveniency, derides chaRity, and 
tur~s nlany of the moft importapt virtues into vices, See alfo 
Effays ()ll tIle pritlciples of morality and natural religion j the 
I'''ltllOl' of Wllicl1, "t Olle deci1ive blow, takes away all fill, by 
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gmpel ~an fcarcely receive a greater injury, than wbe .. 
any profetling attath~ent t!J i~, con~efd:nd t~ enter :be 
liftS with ruch abruraities, or give ground QE fufpicion that 
they ftand ill need ~f a ferious refutation. . 
. 'But there is anotherqqarter from which we have Pluch 

greater tUfon' to 'apprellend'<Janger, viz~ that dafs of men~ 
~ho, being nomiAal Chriftians, difguife ~r alter the gof
pel, in order t~ d~fend it. Thefe often endeavor to give 
ruc~ views of Cbrifl~anity, as win r~1l4e (' it pa~atable to ~ 
corrupt worldl, mind; an(l in fie ad ,o( abafing~ will footh 
and gratify the pride of mc.:l. Hence the unnatural mix~ 
ture oft~ri: to be feen of nuxlern philofophy. with ancien~ 
Cbriftianity.'· Hence the fundamental d08rines of t~e 
gofpel are foftened, concealed, 6r denied; 'as, the loft and 
guilty fiate ot' man by nat~~; ~~s liab)enef~ to eve~lafting 
~ifC!ry, and the neceflity of that fatisfaaion and ranfoni 
which was p~id by our Redeemer when he died upon the 
erofs. I nfiead of there" are we not many times prefented 
with.a cbarader of ~brift as a teacher only, and not a Sa: 
'Vioij.ri. ~ ~ne ex~en~n~y' q~.alifie<l tQ refofJq the abures 
that had fome how or other crept into the \\-"orld, but the 
~al fou~e of which is hardly confeDed, and never wil .. 
lingly brought jilto vie~? Is' not our bleied Raleemer 
there," put' on ~ leyel, and exprefsly claffed. withmorta~ 
tefotme~:1 Perhaps indeed, a fmaD complime~t of fupe
riority is paid him; ~bich, bowever, tliere is reafi)n tQ 

fofpetl atifes more from a prudent compliance with efta
blifhed faith, than from'any inl:Vard and :eordiaI efteem. 
. }Vha.t cpul~ be reafonably expeCled as the dfett of fuc~ 
c:oridud? No other than ,,~e find by experience bath af\u
any 't~el) place, that a ca~fe fo ill defc:otied mud daily lore 
ground. 'The nearer Chriftianity is brought to the prin
~iples of infidels to' foHeit their -eileem, th~ lefs occafion 
will they fee for it at all; and ~hen it is perverted from 

~ ... • lilt,.... .- " 'lilt • 110'" .. I.. • 
• 

fO\lnding virtllc on a de~ufi,"e ft!eii~g. T~ere \vritings are far 
fnstil being bur~fuJ in propOrtion to the intention of their a\l-
thars ~ for thO\I~h the- principles contained in the~ life often 
Tetai~e(l in con'''t:rf:\tion, yet it is only l,y way of anl\lrement~ 
~n acccu~t of t~'..:ir boldnefs or novt:lty, not Olle in an h\lnd~~ 
ap~aring to have any fcrio\1S cOQvit\ion of their tl'uth. . 
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Jts orJginaJ pur~fe, it can expet\: no countenance f~ 
its rea) author. The truth is, if there be 119 more in the 
gofpel than many by their language and writings would 
lead us to conceive, it i~ of fmall confequence whether it 
be embraced or not; and t)lere can be little merit in ~ 
fociety \vbo have this as the defign of their union, to fpreacJ 
and propagate Chriilian knowledge. But very different 
are the fentiments expreffed by the apoftle Peter in the 
text; where, (peaking of Jefus Chrifl of Nazareth, he f.y .. 
4' Neither is the~ falvation in any other: for there is 
"no~e ~ther name under heaven given among men 
,~ whereby we ~un be Caved.') 

I am fenfible, there are fome of the very perfons hinted 
at aboye, who enc}eavor to explain away thi~ text, and give 
~t a very different meaning fronl that in which you will 
eafily perceive I underft:and it. They make falvation tq 
refer to the cure recorded in the preeeding chapter, 
wrought upon th~ lame man! as jf the apoflle had fai", 
« Neitber is th~re a powel' of healing in any other," 8t~ 
Thi~ is but ~me' infiance ampng many of the force and COIl· 

Rraint they put upon Scripture, in order to accommodate 
it to their ~wn fentiments. I fhall not waRe your time by 
a tedicU8 refutation of this criticifm, as the fenfe I afix to 
th.e words wi]) be fufficiently fuppqrted by wh~t fhall fol. 
~o\V l?n the fubjeCl. They appear tp me plainly to affirm, 
that there is ~h <?ther w~y by whi~h finners of mankind 
~an efcape everlafting mifery, bu~ through Chrift. . 
. In (Hfcourfing on tpis fubjea, I propofe, through di. 

· vine afiillance~ ~ . .' . · · 
: 

I. Alier a 1ittle illuflrating the meaping of the affertion, 
to eflablifh 'and cOllfirm its truth from the word of God. 

II. 1'0 ma~e a few reflections on this [cheme, and thew, 
that it is not only moft felf-confiflent, but moft agreeable 
tc? the Qther part~ of Scripture, as well as to the vifihle 
flate of the world; and therefore that thofe who, in rea· 
~oning with infidels, depart (rpm it in any meafure, do 
~ere..by betray the caufe which they profefs to fupport. 

III. I Olal1 make fome praftical in\provement of what 
may be raid. . . -
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J return to the lira of there. 
And as to the meaning of the affertion, the word faving 

or fa)yation evidently fupportS a Rate of mifery from which 
Gur (leliverance mull be wrought; and therefore no more 
than the full meaning of the paffage is expreffed in wbat 
follows, That all the. poflerity of Adam are conceived in 
'n, and brought forth in iniquity; alienated in heart 
irom lhe love of God, and expofed to the dreadful c:onfe. 
C]uences of his difpJeafurc. That they have not only accef. 
to falv~tion throllgh Chrifi, but that in this \\·ork he hath 
~ riv~1; it is his, exclufive of all others: fo that 110 

anan" whatever be his charaaer, or whatever be his hope, 
ilall ~nter into reft, unJefs h~ be reconcilc;d to God through 
Jefus Chrifi. . . 

Now, that aU mankind are by nature in a Rate of guilt 
pd ~On(leillna~ion, i~ eviclent froln the w)lole firain: of 
the hQly Scriptures. 1'his origil1ally conftituted the nee 
c:effity of a Saviour, and alone ilIufirates the love and mer. 
cy of God in the appear~nce of his Son in our nature~_ 
Uq.Jefs this is fuppoJed, the whole difpenfations of th~ 
Face of God, both in the 01(1 TeflameQt and in the Ne\v, 
lofe their beauty, and loie t~eir meaning; nay, and would 
be juft~y efieemed foolifhneis, as they are in faa by all 
\\,ho fee not this foundation upoQ which they are built. A_ 
pur irll parent$, !ilnd the earth for their fakes, were laid 
under. • curfe iml11ediately after the original tr~nfgreffion i 
fo the effeas of lhis apon~t:y on their pollerity are amply 
declared in Scripture. . \Ve h~ve this repeated tefiinlony 
Irom Gocl himfelf concernillg the old world, " AmI Gcxl . 
~, raw that the \vickednefs of man wa~ great in the earth, 
" and that every imagination of tile thoughts of llis heart 
~, was ollly f.vil conti~ually."· And again, "Alld the 
~~ ·Lord faid i:l Ili~ heart, I will not again curfe the grollnd 
" any more tor man's fake; for tb~ imagi~ation of man's 
~, heart is evil from his youth. "t 

The rites and cerempnies of the };Iofaic difpenfation al~ 
fo, together with the whole hinory of Providence contain· 
ed in the Old rfefiament1 fuppore the guilt 'nd impurity 
!)f oQr natur~. But the gofpel, as it is in all refllea~ a . (' .. • en. ,"I. 5. 
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cleartr difpenfation than the former" fo it is nlon fun and 
exprefs upon this fubjelt. Infiead of enumerating many 
paffages, we may confult the epifUe of the apofile Paul to 
the Romans, where there is a diftinel and labored illuf. 
tration of the guilt and apoftacy of aU mankind; towards 
the conclufion of which he thus e:xpreffes himfelf: "For 
" we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles that they 
.e are all under {in; as it is written" There is none rightc:-
1& OUS, no not one: there is none that underfiandetb, there 
U is none that feeketh after God. 'fhey are all gone out of 
" the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
cc is none that doeth good, no not one."· And a little after, 
'" That e\'e1"Y mouth olay be flopped" and aU the world 
" may become guilty before Goo-"t To this I fhan only 
add one paffage b'om the faDle apoftle: "Among whom 
II a)fo we had OUT' converfation in times pan, in the lufts of 
C& our fle01, fulfilling the defires of the flefh" and of the 
.& mind; and were by nature children of wrath, even a3 

" others.": 
. That the fame Scriptures point out to us one only re· 

medy for this our mitery, lS equally evident. Chrifl Je. 
fus was promifed to our firfi parents under the ddignation 
of tIle feed of the woman, \vho fhould bru~fe the head of 
the ferpent. He is afterwards promifed t(\ Abraham as 
his feed, in whom all the nations of the eartb fhollld be 
blelfed; to Jacob as Shiloh, to whom the gathering of the 
people fhouM be. He is pointed out by Mares as the great 
prophet that fhould come into the world. And unlers we 
luppofe a typical reterence to Chrifl in the legal wafhings, 
facrHices, and other fervices, they \ViII appear altogether 
unworthy of God, and altoge;her infufJicient for the pur
pores for which they were ufed. This indeed is affirmed 
by the apoille to the Hebrews, "For it is not poffibJe that 
" the blood of bulls and of goats fhould take ~way fins."11 
In the later prophets, there are many dillilltl and paruCU
Jar, many high and magnificent defcriptions of tile glorv 
of Chrin's perfan .. and the greatnefs of his work. Th~ 

• Rom. iii. 9--12. t Rom. iii. l~. t Eph. ii. ~. 

U IIeb. »- 4. 
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adention and e~pe&tioo of eyery belieyer is diMled to 
him; and he is ft,Jcd "the defin: of all oatioO$.". 

Anti in the New Teftamcnt~ at his conce~ion it is &id, 
"Thou ihalt call his name Jerus, for be fhall faYe his 
" people from their fins."t At his entrance on his pu~ic 
_ininry, he is thus d~fignatt:d by Jolin the Baptifl, .... Be • 
•• bokl the Lamb of God that taketh away the ~n of the 
" world. 'tt The gte3t dcfigu of his appearing in our na. 
tu~ is declared in many paffages of fcripture. And as 
falntion is promi(cd to thofe who believe, fo the ~ondem.. 
cation of all unbelievers is nect:[arily.imp~ied as its coun. 
ter.pan, and often expre.Sly affirmed. Thus the ~poftle 
Jobn reprefents our Saviour himfc:lf as tea~hing, ... God r. 
,. Joved the world, that he g~ve his only-bcgot!~n Son, 
.c that wbofoever believeth in him, 1hould not PERISH, 
." bot have everlafting life:. "II And when he gave com .. 
1DifJion to his difciples to preach tha gofpel, it was in theft 

, terms:" Go ye into all the world, a!ld preach the gofjlel 
\, to every creature.. He tbat believeth .. and is ooptizel\ 
&& mall be raved; but Ile that believeth tlot, Illa}1 be (lamll-

." cd."· The very meaning of the wont Goffle1 is glad 
tidings; importing not only the great, but the diffinguifh
ing happinefs of ulofe who hear the meffage, and compiy 
.. ith the call.. The apoftles .. who fpread there glad tidings 
through the world, confidered themfelves as bringing fal
vatioll to thofe who before fat in darkners, and in the re.;. 
gion of the fhadow of death.. And by the following d~
fcriplion given by the apoftle Paul of the flate of the .E
pbefians befon: converlion~ may be feen what view he had 
bf the condition of all WllO knew not God, as weI) as who 
believed not the go.jJtJ.. "l'hat at that time ye were with
"out Chrift, being aliens Irem the c01nmonwealth of 
" Ifrael.. and Rrangers from the covenants of promifCi 
" having n:> hope, and without God in the world. "t-o: 
From the above fummary, I hope it clearly appears, that, 
according to the Scriptures, ~here is no falvation in any 
other than in Jcrus Chrift of Nazareth. 

• H .. :lg. II. 6. t l\latt. i~ II. 

• )Iark x,'"i. Ii, 16. 

Ilohn i. 29. II JolIn iii, 16. 

t Eph. ii. 12. 
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It win, huweyer, be proper, for the funhtr illuftration 
of (his lubjetl, to confider a littie to what this doarine 
ft~nds oppor~d. And though it is impoOible dinintuy to 
enllnl~rate evtry tJlil1g that may il. rome fhlpe or other lle 
pot in CJuill's room, or attempt to rob him of his glory as 
a Saviour i yet, ill gen~ral, they may all be rerluced to the 
two toUowing heads: I It, F alfe religions, and uninftitu
kef rites; 2(lly, Sell:righteollfnefs, or the merit of' our O1l'n 

(l~reaiy. obe.lience to the n.oral Jaw. It is nect:fTarY to .. 
confider each of thefe by itfelf, and to Rate the bounds be. 
tween them: (0'- however litlie relation they may feem tG 
have one to anotller, they are often nlingled together in 
C'ur apprehenfions, and nu.ttu:tUy fupport and fln:ngtben 
each other's caure. 

In the firft place" then, All \Vorfhip of falf~ ~ods, hold. 
ing for truth what hatb not the Ramp of di,tine authority, 
and all uncommanded wora~ip, be tll~ ohjett of it what it 
will. is wholly inetf~6li:t1 tn iillvation % naYf fo far is any 
thing of this kind from ~ing fufficient to fupplant, or 
proper to co.operate with what Chrift hath done, that it is 
deteftable in the fight of GOil. Perhaps it olay be thought, 
that this is of fmall momeUf, and \vholly unworthy of no
tice; as ir. there (lays fe\v ()r IlOlle \yill Jo much as pret~n(l, 
~xcept in jell, to lilY allY firefs upon fab;llous deitieS',. or 
fuperflitious pra8ices of human invention. But] did 
no~ cllule to olnit it, becaufe it appears to nle a thing pe
c:~liarly infilled on in the Iwly Scriptnres, which contain 
nothing unnecell:,ty. It is aHo very nmch the obj~ of the 
refcntment of inii:leJs. ... At the f:"lme time; many pre. 
tend~ll Chriflialls ha\'~, lly (Iefign or in:t!l\Jertence, iilOken 
too much the bngu~ge of infidels on this fubjetl, or on 
fubje8s nearly rdat::c.l· to it. 

How much firds the ~cr~_?tu!"es lay upon the kno\v-. 
Je(l~e elr tile true GOtl, n~\}:-, ho\v penlicious and deflruc~. 
live all falle religions are, it were eaty to thew at great 

• It is '~cry remark:,I,Je, that thm'tth infidels alWAyS f~ out 
on ll!'etcncc of fe:lrr~lin!; :.n~)a,·t':~!ly ::.ft~r tr\ltll; yet the~" :l!l \'e 
\'I\~nimouO~· li~reed il' p~lllin:t trutl, and erl'or entirel, 'JpOIl 

tIlt r~'l'e fC)OliolS' bot), a~ tQ v .. '()I-ll, .. ltd il,nuen~. 
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length; but. few hints will fu1&ce~ as it is tlOt a point 
controverted fo much.1 negld~ed and forgotten. The 
very firft commandment of the moral law is, "Thou .bilt 
"ha~e no other gods before me."a And tbe fecODd, 
which forbids uninllituted wotihip, bath this f!rong fane:
tion. foto I the Uml thy God am a jealous God, vititinK 
"the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
" third and fourth generation of them that hate me. "6-
Through the wbole Old Teftament, the ,idolatry and falfe 
worlbip of the Heathens is reprefented as higbly crimi .. 
nal in them, and an abomination in the fight of God. It 
is there confidered, Dot as a fmall part, but as the firft 
and moll provoking of their en~rmilies; and in particu
lar, is .ftigned as the ground of the Ulter extirpation of 
the nations of Canaan. In a perfetl confilloncy with 
which, in the charge brought apnll them by the apoille 
Plul~ this is the leading part or ground-work of the whole, 
" Beaufe that when they knew God~ they glorified hi m 
" not as Go:l, neitllcr were thUlkful; but became vain 
" in their imaginations, and their foolifh heart was dar • 
• , kened.t:-And changtd the glory of the incorruptible 
" Gld~ into an image made like to corruptible man, and 
" to birds, and four-footed beafts~ and creeping tbillgS."J 

~rbe great ~nd alfo of the reparation of the children of 
Ifrael, and their being kept froOl intercourfe with other 
mtions, was, that they might be preferv~ from idolslry. 
1~o tbe wNfhip of the true God their blcOings are promi. 
fed, and againft defcfiioll from his fervice to other .gods 
the beavief~ curfes are denoullced. ThllS, after an enu
meration of the bleffings that fhould attend them if they 
keot God's commanuments, it is raid, "And thou fhalt • 
" not go afide from any of the ,vords that I command thee 
., this day~ to the right-band or to tbe left, to go after 
., other gods to :erve them. "e And when they flood be-
(on: the Lord, to enter into his covenant, it is raid, "For 

· " ye know how we ha\'c dwelt in th~ land of Egypt, and 
" how we came through the nations which ye paffed by • 

• Exod xx- Sf IJ Exod. xx. 5. c ROD1. i. ~ 1 • 

• Ibid. ,~cr. 23. t D~ut. xltviii. l~. 



, 347 

• And re Uft teea their abominaticas, and their idol .. 
.. wood and Rone, filver and gold, which wele alDOl.' 
" tftem. Left there fhw1d be among you. man, or wo-
.. m!n, t'r family, or tri~ whore heart tometh awa, this 
.. day from the LonI our God, to go and ferve the gods 
" eI the&: nations; left there Ihould be aDlODg JOB a root 
.. that beareth gall and wOnll1'oocL"" The fame thine 
.ay be ken running through the wbole of the prophetic 
writings. Almoft eftlJ judgment of God thfC3t:ned or 
inSifled, is afcribed to their idolatry as its caure. I only 
mention one paffage, ~,ot for any thing particular in it. 
hut as a fuflicient (peeimen of the wbole. It is a metrage 
from God tty Ezekiel to the children of Ifrael: ""fheTe. · 
" fore fa, unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the Lord 
U God, Repent and tum yourfetves from your idols, and 
~ tum away Jour faces from all Jour abomina~ For 
" every one of the houfc: of Ifrael, or of the ftrangerl1ilt--
U fojoumeth in Ifrael, which feparateth himfelf from me, 
" and fetteth up his idols in his heart, and pattcth the 
"Rumbling.block of his iniquity before his face, and 
d cometh to a prophet to enquire of bim concerning me ; 
•• I the Lord will anfwer him by myfelf, and 1 will fet my 
" face againft th~t man, and will make hini 4 iigo and a 
., pr .,)vel'b, and I will cut hint off from the midft of my 
• people, ~ftd ye fball know that I am the Lord." II 

In the very fame maftner~ ~n the New Teftament, em.
hT-acing the gofpel of Chrilt, and continu:~g ftedfaft in 
the faith, i$ required as abfoJutely neceJfary to falvation; 
3& He that believeth on the Son, hath everlafling life; and 
" he that believeth not the Son, fhall not fee life, but the 
Ie wrath of God abideth on him.'" The importance c£ 
Ilolding the truth without mixture, is plainly declared in 
the following paffage: II Brethren, jf any of yoo do err 
" from the truth, knd one convert him; Jet him know t 
" that he \vhicll converteth the finner from the error of his 
"way, fhall fave a foul from death, and fhall hide a D1U1. 

f' titude of fillS. "d 

{I Deut. xxix. 16, IT, 18. /) Ezek. xiv. 6, 7, &_ 

~ JOl1D iii. 36. tl J 2mes ,... 19, ::n, 



It had been eafy to have given a m~ch l~rgtr pronf of 
this fr~m Scripture; but it is ~nnectffary; fQr our ene. 
mie~ t)lenlf~l Y\a'S confers it, nay objcft it as a ground of 
reproa~h~ Ho,., many inveflives have we frona infidel 
~riters againR the unpeaceahle, uqfociaJ fpirit of the Jew. 
jfh 1irll. and after\Vard~ of the Chrifii~n religion? An~ 
how Dften are there COl1tra(!ed \,,-itll the milll a~d affoci. 
~ting temper of the He~then worlhippers? A mong th~m 
it implied no abfurdity, that different nations fi)Ould have 
difterent gods, aq~ different forms of worfilip; nay, they 
.oftet) intermixed, compounded, and mtltually adopte<l 
each others \yorfhip~ The Athenian$, th~t wife people, 

. were fo prone to receive every f('reign rite, that ~hey got 
this charaCter frQlll all ancient ,:vriter (\Vlle~her by \\:ay of 
enc-omiuOl incl~ed, or fatire, is ~t this <liflance uncerta.in) 
~hat tIley were hofpita~le to the go<]s. According to tile 
fentiments of modern unbelievers, they \Vould deferve 
mU,ch praife for this; but according to the fentiments Qf 
~n infpired apolUe, "prpfe~illg ~~~Olfc:lyes wife, th~y ~ .. 
" came fools. t, 

In this then it i~ acknowleJgerl, that ~h~ gofpelof our 
Cal vat jon em:ntiaUy differs frQrp every ~uman invention i 
that i~ cQn(lal~~ly reprercnt~ itfelf as THE TR UTH, antI all 
Jhings oppofite to it, ~ falfe, ~ifhollorable to God, and 
~nprofitable to men. 'rhis h~s been the cafe in every Rep 
~f its progre~, from its firft rife in the cnmparative ob. 
feurity of t!;e original promife, throlJgh all the prepara
tory ~lircGverie~ of fucceetJing age~, to its CO'11plet~ mani. 
feflation in tbe fulnef~ of time~ A n~ though it has bc:=ell 
~xpofed on tbis account to th~ virule~t reprpaches of men 
~r corrupt minds, it is but fo tllU~h tIle more credible, al1Q 
~ppears to be from the one oqly, the living, uncllangeable .. 
_nd true God.a 

It lna}~ be proper here to obferve, ~hat it is either tl1C 
fame objegion a!fuming a diflerent form, or one very 
!Ouch 1ike it, when it is alled6ed againfi the gofpe1, rrha~ 
it lays too nll1cll Ilrers UpOll nlere belief of the truth. 1'Q 
~his fome have, perhaps by miUaking the true fpring of 

a See this fubjeC\ i1RIldlc(1 \vith great clearners and pr~ci~on 
l>y Dr. \Varb~r~~n !ll his Di,~ille Legation of ~i.ofes. 
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the objeaion, given a very wl":)ng and dangerous anfwer. 
They deny the faa, that tht S -fpel does lay too much, 
or any firefs at all upon bare llelief, feparate from gocd
ncfs of life. rrhe danger of tt -j anfwer does not lie in 
its being falfe, but in its being ambiguous, incomplete. 
and in a great meafure imp·')i ,r. It feerns to allow, at 
leaft not to deny, that the,.e m", y be fincere belief, while 
yet it is not attended wit~ :ts :p-oper fruits. Thus unbe
lievers, whore real quarrel is Wl, ~l the alledged imponaoca 
and eflicacy of the truth, are hardened in their indifFe
rence and difregard to it; whereas they ought to be taught 
to confider the principles which are produaive of real 
reformation, as more excellent in themfelves, as both ne. 
~t!fary and efft:Cl:ual for this purpofe. 

The gofpel does indeed lay great firers upon belief of' 
tbe truth, not without, but as the only way of producing 
holiners. lVlany paffages may be cited from the Old 
Tellalllent, in \vhich going after falfe gods, and ~omit. 
ling other grots crimes, are l'eprefented as inCeparabJe 
branches of the fame charatler; and worfhipping and 
ferving the true God, as a fummary defcription of univer. 
fa! obedience.a And lnany paffages may be produced 
from the Ne\y Tefiament, in which the good effeCls of tho 
truth, and the mifery of departing from it, as neceffarily 
inlplying an ullfanCtified flate, are declared.6 From all 
this I conclude, that Chrift Jefus, the promife of old made 
unto the fathers, the hope of Ili-ae1, the light of the world. 
and the end of the law for righteoufileis to every one that 
believeth, is the oniy Saviour of finners, in opp06tion to 
all fAIfe rdigion~, and every uninfiituted rite i as he him. 
felf faJts, "I am tIle way, an(l the truth, and the lite: no 
" mall conletll U(lto the Father but by mc-)', 

But, ~dly, Chrill is the or.~y Saviour, ,in oppofition to 
tbe merit of our own obedience to the moral law. I knoW', 
fome will be ready to fuppofe, that thQugh falre religioq 
and uninfiituted rites m'l.i have no pofitive influence iq 
procuring falvation to th~fe who embrace them, yet they 

a See Dellt. xxix. J 8, 19. Numb. X~T. 1, 2. " See John '''iii. 

~ ), s~. Id. x,-ii. 1 i. 2 10hn \'er.f. ~~I. i. !., 6, c Jphn xi,·. 6. 
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• ., nClt hinder their acceptance with God by virtue of 
their own perfonal merit and obedience. On this fuhjea 
there are many things which dt:ferve a n)Ore.p&rticular and 
fliftina confideration than there is room for at prefent; 
loeb as, I. That all faJfe religion is not merely unprofit1l 
We" but bigbly criminal in the ~1bt of God. Tbus tt . 
apOftlePaul, .~ But I ray, that the dl~n,!s· wbich ~e Gl-
,. tiles facri6ce, they facri 6ce to devils, and not to God: 
t., and 'I would not that ye fhould have fellowfbip with 
a devils.". 2. That all who embrace not the truth as it 
is ill JelYS, muft neglea the whole duties of the firu table 
ef the moral Jaw, and fo their obedience be not only great. 
ly, but e[entially defetlive. 3. That the Scriptures give 
us no ground to believe, that falfe principles can produce 
any virtue but what is fpurious. But infiead of infifting 
upon theLC at prefent, I fhaU only attempt to fhew, that" 
the Scriptures exclude all human merit, and indeed feern 
to have it as their exprefs purpore, to flain the pride of 
all human glory; and therefore that no pretence of this 
kind can poOibly be admitted. 

Arad here I thall who)ly pars the facrifices of atonement 
unde!" the Mofaic difpenfation, beeaufe they all pointed at 
the facf'ifice offered by Chrift upon the crofs; and there. 
fore,' in the account given of the end and denination or 
this laft, we may expeCl: the c)eareft view of the grounds 
of our acceptance with God. Now, ChrHt appears in 
Scripture, '. as the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 
., fin of the world:" as" giving his life" for his people; 
IS " bearing their fins in his own body on the tree." And 
indeed evury expreffion is nfed that could well be imagined 
to lignify a propitiatory facrifice, an atonement for fin, 
or the punifhment of an innocent perron in the room and 
fiead of the guilty. If this was neceffary for any, it was 
necelTary for all; and as there is not the leaR intimation 
given in Scripture of any difiin8:ion, or Ilint, as if there 
were any perfons with regard to whom it was fuperfluous. 
Nothing, therefore, can nand more direcl.1y oppofed to 
the defigll of ~he gorpel, than any pl~a of merit in mall; 

. . 

. q, 1 Cor. x. ~O. 



and none do in faa m:eive it with more difCIain, than 
thofe who troll in themfelvcs that they are righteous. 

But, for our fatisfaaion on tbia poine, we need only 
confult the epiftle to tbe Romans, before Rferred to, as 
there is no part of the facrm writing where there is a more 
full and conneacd accoun: of the foundation of the gofpel. 
Then;, after proving that all the world are become guilty 
before God, the apoflle fays, " The~fore by the deeds or 
" the law, there 1hall no flclli be juftified in his fight: for 
"by the law is the knowledge of fin.a Being juftified 
" freely by his grace, through the rtdcmption that is in 
" Jerus Chrifl: whom God hath ret forth to be a propitia. 
"tion, through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoof. 
Ie nefs for the remiOion of fins that are pail, through the 
" forbearance of God."" And again, " Therefore as by 
" the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to coo. 
" ,demnation; even fo by the righteoufnefs of one, the free 
" gift came upon all men to jufiification of iife."c Coo. 
fonant to this is the doCtrine of the fame apofile elfewhere : 
., Yea doubtlefs, and I count all tllings but lors, for the 
s& excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jerus my Lord; 
h for whom I have fuff'ered the lofs of all things, and do 

. " count them but dung that· I may \\lin Chrift, and be 
"found in him, not having mine own righteoufnefs, 
" which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of 
" Chrifi, the righteoufnefs which is cf God by faith."d 

I anl not illfenfible, that great paitls have been taken, 
even by fome Chrifiians, to evade the force of thefe paiTa. 
ges of Scril)ture, which exclude the merit of man's obe
dience from any ihare in his jufiification before God. Par
ticularly, the paffagts from the epiftle to the Romans are 
evaded, byalledging, that the la\v, and the works of the 
law, there, mean only the rites of the Mofaic dirpenfation. 
This is not a proper time and place for entering fully into 
that controverfy; and therefore I 1hall only obferve, that, 
befides the correfpondence of the above interpretation with 
all the other parts of Scripture, it may be fufficiently Cup-

• Rom. iii. 20. '6 lb. vcr. 24, 25. c Chap. v. 18. d Pllil. iii. 

8, 9. See alfo ROln. i,·. 23-25. Tit. ii~. s. 
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ported by this one confidtration. That the aponle, who it 
fpeaking both of Jews and Gentil~s, exprcisly ftat~s the 
oppofition with refpea to our juftification between grace 
and debt, and e!tcllides every thing that might make it of 
debt: " \Vhcre is boafting then? It is exduded. By 
" what JdW? of works? Nay; but by the ),lW of faith. 
" Therefore we conclud'!, that a man is jufiified by faith, 
" without the deeds of the law."tl And to the fame pur. 
pore, a little after, "Now to him that worketh is the fe • 

.. ward not of grace, but of debt. But to him that work. 
cc eth not) but believeth !)n him that jufiifieth the ungodly, 
"his faith is counted for righteoufnefs."b 'Vhatever 
would make oor acceptance \\'ith GOtl not free~ or not ot: 
If&Ce, is here excluded. Now, certainly, as there is i. 
much more p1aufib1e plea of merit in favor of works of 
OOedience to ll~ moralt than tIle ceremoniaJ law: the 6rft ~ 
are at leaft as much exclude<l as the laft by the aponle'. 

tit • FC&lODIOg-& 

II Rom. iii. 27, 28. 

t It is eafy to forefee, that a grand ohj .. :. R:i'ln c~.:r-"· "'\ft wnat ii 
taitl on this head ,~ill be, rrhat it i, goin~ lalon ~ \' ery narrow' 
fcherne, and a fcheme ,pery uncharit;j)le to .:'&aT'~'C l>arties or 
Ch.riftians. It ig the fafhiollabJe language (If tIle age, to give 
large encomiums ,-Ipon charity', "hen' the defign is to le\·el 
truth and falfhood; alld to alledge, eitller tllat there is little 
difference between them, as to their effects, or tl.at they can
hot be diftinguifhed from one another by their proper lllarks
'l"his. is a fl.lbje& that nee(ls a.s tnuch to be ret in a proper light, 
as any I know. If the fenCe in wl1icll charity in felltiment is 
commonly underftood, ,liz. a favoral)lc j'ld~nlcnt of tIle opi .. 
ilions of others~ be tIle Scripttlre In~alling of it, thell certainly 
fome bonn()s mull: be ret to it; nnd it Jl1ill\: be pr'aifc 0111 blame 
worthy, according to the cafes in which it is exercifeli. I mutt 
needs take it for granted, that tllere are fome fundamental er. 
rOl-S, and that it is poffible to n1ake fhip\vrcck of the faIth. 
Now, however common or fafhionable it lnay be, to think, tile 
farther charity is extended the bette.' : it Inay be delllOtlftro:ted f 
that a fav<Jrable judgment of el"rorS flllldanlcntal, or deftrttctive 
of religion, doth necetrarily imp~y eitllel' a .1igllt efteelli or weak 
perfuafion of the truth, or 'loth. TillS flll'cly is no l)art of a 
truly Cllriftian chara6l:er; arid if it be rigl'ltly (lenOnlinated 
charity, it is become Vicious by excefs. I confers it appear! 
to me, that juftifi~ation by fret gra~e is • fUlldamelltal doctrine 
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tt'hus 1 have endeavored both t ~ exp1ain and confirm 
ihe afertion in the te~t., T~at then: is no Calvalion in any 
other but in Chrift. Ther~ is, however, one queftion up. 
on it whiCh I would willingly pars oyer in filence, bUt 
that the omiflion of it millb~, to fome intelJig~nt hu:rers, 
weaken the conclufio.n, and make them rec~n ~he fubjea 
Incomplete)y handled. The queftion is, 'Vbether.an 01>
jedive revelation and explicit difcovery of Chrift. and 
what he bath wrought, is neceR"ary to Cal v at ion ? or if his 
Undertaking may not be the ground of acceptance for ma~ 
n1 who never heard of his name? In fupport of the laft: 
of thefe it is faid, That many of the ancient patriarchs 
ind prophets were far frool having diftina views of the 

of the gofpel. If this be true, t am riot wrong In having Ule 
deepen fenfe of the danger of conlrary opinIons: na.y, if I am 
miftaken; the confeqllences I draw from it, are no hreaches or 
charity, but the neeeBll.ry ~ffeas of aft error in j'ldgment ; and 
fo I claim charity in Illy turn from In'y ad,·erl'il.-ies upon their 
o\\·n prillciples. 
, But I am perfu'~ded the rtb·O\Fe is not tli~ meaning of the word 
CI,arity in Seripture, b\lt that it means an ardent and unfeign
~d love to otllcrs, and a deiire of tJleir welfare, temporal and 
eternal; and rrlay ver}" well conlift. \\lith the ftrongeft ~b~lorrence 
of their ,,~icked principles. \V c! do find il1dced in ScriI)ture 
mall}· cllarges, not ta jltdge one another, mutuaily to forbear 
bne another in things :!lditferellt, an(} not to fuppofe that men's 
(j\!tw~l.rd at.~ions proceed froID a bad principle lrhich they d~ 
Dot pi"ofcis. But this is ne\?er called churit} .. ; alld it is, by the 
-reafdllillg on it, exprefsl}p lilnited to tllings really indiiFel'ent 
ill their nature. (Sec the xi\·th alld x\"th chapters of the epiftle 
to tile Romans.) Perllap9 it will be raid, tome may judge 
-thing~ to be Ilecelfary, which in trutll are but i.ndifferent. ·fhi!J 
Cannot be denied ~ Ullt tilcre is 110 help for it. It is a confe .. 
ij\lt~!lCe of the ilnperfeCl:ioil ()f huriiall llature. Yet i\ill every 
mall ll"iuft judge for l~i!llfclf; alld nluft dillinguifh betlveen 
things il)different and neceifary, in tile be ft· manner he can, 
It is Yt:'r}? relnal'kable, tllat tIle apoftle John, who fpeaks moft 
of th~ illlportallee of cllarity an~ ffi\ltual love, hath alfo pel". 
haps the ltrongeil uxpraillous of allY of the apofttel, on the 
hatcfulnefs and (lailgc.~r of c·'~ror. 1"hus he fays iii his fecond 
epiftle, '-ere 10, ll~ "If the.t-e coine allY ~nto you, and bTing 
,~ not tilis dottrine, recei,~e him not i~to your. houfe, neither 
., bid hin) God fpeed. t"Ol' he that biddeth him GQ.d fpeed, is 
" partaker of his evil deeds." 

VOL. II. Yy 
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penoo, dulrKler, and work of Chrift; and if (u aD (ap. 
pt"fe) his undertaking WII available tOr their acceptance, 
why not of others alfo? On fucb a queftioo, no doubt, 
modefty and caution is highly commendable, and perhapa 
it were wife in rome refpeEts to fufpend tbe detenninatiOR 
altogether. But there are cafes in which it t:omes necer. 
farily to be con['<lered: (or innanee, I do not fee how it 
ean be avoided, in fpeakitlg of the imponance or necef6ty 
of prop. ~ating the gofpel among the nati~ns that know 
nos God. 

We may therefore obierve, that the only jun: founda. 
tion of our hope in God, either for ourfelves or others, ere 
pecially as finners, is his promife. rrhe firft of thefe 
aught to be precifely c:ommenfurate to the laft. In fo far 
as it is defeCtive. or falls fbort of this meafure, we are 
ehargeable with unbelief; and in fo far as it exceeds, 
"ith prelumptioo. Now,- to whomfoever the true God is 
revealed in any meafure, as merciful and gracious, for
giving iniquity, tranfgreffion and fin~ however obfcurely 
he points out the meritorious caufe of Fardon, if they be .. 
lieve his werdand accept of his mel'cy, they fball be fav. 
ed; as we arc told, " Abraham believed God, allc} it \\·a, 
., counted to him for righteoufnefs." a As to any otherSy 
if they are in abfoillte ignorance of the true God. we- mult: 
fay, that there doth not appear, from Scripture, any ground 
8n which to affirm, that the effieacy of Chrinrs deatp- ex .. 
tends to them: on the contrary, we are exprefs1y told j 

that they have" no hope."b "'Te find ill deed in fcrip
ture, that the difplay of divine perfection in the works of 
treation, and- the condua of Providence, is- reprefented as 
renderillg the heatllens inexcufable in their contempt and 
Ilegletl of God: U Neverthelefs he left not himfelf with .. 
" out witne~ in that he did gOO(~, and gave us rain frGm 
" heaven, alld fruitful feafolls, filling our hearts with foo(l 
K and gladnefs.t Beeaufe that which may be known of 
M God is manifefl ill thenl; for God hath ihewed it unt~ 
M- thelJlr.. For the invifiblc things of hinl from the creation; 

-
R · ft •. om. IV • ..,. h See the forecited paU'age, Eph. ii.. 1.2.

,. Ails-· x~v ,. 1.7." 



S4hillitm Ihrough CDrUt. ISS 

cc of the world are dearly feeD. being underftood by the 
•• things that are made, even his eternal power and pd
eI head; fo tbat they are without excufe." a SbouJd an, 
defire from there paffages to infer, that if any of them 
made a juft aud dutiful ofe of there natural notices of God. 
he would not frullrate their fearch, bat would lead them 
to the raving knowledge of himfelf, I have nothing to ob. 

· je& againft the general pofiticln; but I am afraid it wiD 
be difficult to make any other legitimate ure of this COD· 

ceflion than the apofUe :14$ made already, that they are 
., without excufe" in their eflrangement from God. One 
thing more we are authorifed from Scripture to fay, that 
tljeir guilt is in proportion to their means of knowledge. 
that they continue in their natural fiate, and are not 
chargeable with the fin of rejeaing the gofpel which they 
never heard: "For as maQ)7 as have fiOlled without law, 
., 1hall aUo perifh without law; and as many as have fin. 
" ned in the law, fhall be judged by the Jaw."b 

I proceed now to the fecond thing propofed, which was, 
To make a few refleCtions on this fchenle; and 1hew, that 
it is not only moll felf-confiftent, but mon agreeable to 
the other parts of fcri ptllre, as well as to the vifible ftate 
~f the world; and therefore that thofe who, in reafoning 
with infidels, depart from it in any meafure, do thereby 
betray the caufe which they profefs to fupport. 

We have many proofs of the ingenuity and art of per. 
fons under the power of prejudice, in evading the force, 
or wrefting the meaning of paiticular texts of fcripture; 
ancl therefore it muO: fer\'e mltch for the cOllfirolation of 
any doCtrine, that it is not only fupported by exprefs pat: 
rages, but agreeable to the tlrain and f pirit of the whole. 
That th~ is the cafe with the doCl:rine in quefiion, I might 
1hew at great length: at prefent I content myfelf with 
the few follo\ving refleCtions. 1ft, There is nothing more 
frequently or more undeniably found in fcripture, than a 
celebration of the rich nlercy and free grace of God in 
Chritl J~fus, in fuch language as will fcarce accord with 
~ny other plan thi\.n that which I have above endeavored 
'D expl~in and fupport. It has been a remark frequently 

1) • 19 (') 1.. R "'. 1 t') ,a ~,OJll. 1. , 40! U on1. 11. ,-, 



7« AlJso/ult Neceuity tif 

~adet of the jufUce of which every fcrious perufer of tIk. 
facr«'!d writings will be fenfible, th~t the infpired penmen 
teem, as it we~, to be raifed and elevate<l ~t?9ve their or: 
~~nary pitch w~e~ ~ey" ,re on thi~ theme, afJ<J that both 
in the Old and New TeRament. ~rever there is I 
ftriking paffage" in the ~lic, or prophetic wntin~, con: 
taining rentiments of the moll rap-turous joy, or "moll ar
dent gratitude; there we may be fure is a prophecy of 
Chnlt. " See the Pfal~lift David o(ten thus dillinguifhing 
himfeIf, particularly in the fol.owing p3f1'age: "His name 
" fhall elldure 'forever: his name {haJ) be continued as 
" long as t~e fun: and men ~all ~ blefFed in bim ~ all~ 
~' all nations {hall call biiD blefied. Bleffed be the Lord 
~, God, the God of Ifrael, who only Q~th wondrous thillgs. 
" And bleffed be' his glorious name forever;' and I~t the 
f' '!-'ho)e eanh be filled with his ~ory. Anlen and A~ 
" Dlen."a -, . -' -, ' 

The ~pofile Paul alfo, n~t only when exprefsly haooling 
the" fubject, but even whe::n he accidentally Qleets with it 
in the iUuftration of another argument, feems to fire at 
the thq~ght~ a~d either expatiates upon it with a profufio~ 
of e]Oquenc~ and energy of expreRion; or coJiects as it 
w~re, his whole force, and furprifes us" more, by difpat(;h~ 
ing it at one f1n~le m!lfierly flroke.6 .. "' 
N~w~ I ~ould a~, Why fo many e~comiums o~ the 

mercy arid grace of Go<f in pardoning ftnl~ers throllg~ 
Chrift,if his u~dertal}ing had' not been abf()luteJy nt:cef
fary' for their recovery? \Vhence c~)Uld afire:: fo deep an 
~blig~tio~ to g~titu(]e, if o!lr'fiate had not ~en abfolutely 
deplorable, or if reli~f could have been obtaill~d frpol any 
other quarter? ' There mlli~ fu~dy be a great impropriety 
in the 'Scripture-Jang~age 9n this fubje~, when ufed by 
fome -perfons ~greeahly to their 'other fentiments. AI1d 
indeed their ~eing yery fparing of this language, avoiding 
it as ~uch as ,pomble, and dwelling \vith moll: pleafurc: oQ 
pifferent fhemfS I ,5 ~ tacit confeffio~ and ackno,vledgmtn~ 
pf tllis truth. . '.' .. .,.','. . 

r Pfal: lxxii. 17, 18) 19. 6 See an inftance of the firft o( the~ 
E' l •• • ,... 1 f h 1 n '(' · "'I) P";t 1,1. ,i. an( 0 t C al{, 1 ·or. XVI, .... """ 

t 



SJ'VtItion through Ch!,!st. 357 

flut, betides the mercy of God to the world in general 
i:l fending hi, Son to redeem 11S who were fold under fin. 
t e fin4 in fcripture many ftrong declarations of the infi-

-:- ;.~tl mercy of God in fending the tidings of fa~ation to· 
ti.~-:i;" mho· wet"! jgnorar~: of them before. This appears 
from ... veral of the paffages formerly cited, and many 
more that might be added. I only mention one of the 
apoflJe Paul, r~corded in the Aas· of tbe A~"les: 'e Be 
" it known th~refore unto you, that the fal~' ,'I'll. of God 
~ is fent unto the Gentiles, and that they will he"r it."a 
Now, w'hat is meant by this? Were thefe Gentiles in a 
way of falvation before? and what benefit did they reap 
from thi~ intelH~ence ? If it be faid, that they were com
paratively in a nlore advantageous fituation than before; 
this when ftricUy examined, will be found to draw &fter it 
all the confequences to difagreeable to the pride of man, 
for which the other fuppofition is rejeB:ed.. Or rather, 
when their compa~ative advanta~s are carried fo far as to 
~ve any thi.ng like a confinent meaning to the above and 
other paffages of S~tipture, it \ViII a.nlount entirely to the 
fame tiring.. For I hope no Chriftian will ~ffert, that any 
perfon in the world, who hath the exercife of reafon, is 
illl(l~r a Natural, but only a Moral impoffibility,b of co
ming to the knowledge, and doing the will of God. If the 
firfl \vere t~e cafe, it \vol~ld ta~ a'Yay all fin; but the lafl: 
is only fllch an oQflinate difinclination, as is ftill confinent 
:with g~ilt ~n~ blame. 

a .t\.C\!? xxviij. ~8. 
Is I llfe the words :s atllral an~ l\ioral impombility in the 

fcnfc ill "·!lich the~? are llfed by ~he authors \\Yho firft applied 
tllat dinin~liu~ to rtl1)jeC\:s of philofopby and diviqity, and not 
ill the al)fur(l fCllfe ill \vhich fOllle late illfidel wi"iters do obfti
pately pC"!ift in \1 fing ihel11. 1'hefe gelltlemen, inftcad of 
mC3nill~ by N atllral or Phytical neceffity or impoffibility, that 
lvhich ariies £1'0111 tIle irrefiftil>le operation of the la\vs of nature, 
and b~" ~loral, a lligh ~egree of probability froln concurring 
£ircllmflallccs, tell liS, that Ph}"fical neceffity is what arifes 
fl'oln the l~l'vs of matter; anel l\loral, that ,vhich arifes fl'om 
the l~\,vs of lllilld 01' Il>il'it. Rtlt nothing call be nlore evident, 
thar-. that allY illfll1~nce frOln \\-ithollt tlpon mind or fllirit, if it 
Jlc il'l'efiftible, is as much phyiical or natllral nccefiity as any 
ot}lcr. Al\d tIle (liftinCtion thus explainc(l, or llcrverted, is 
tItterl)· \!ftlcfs, WllC~ al)111ied \0 n~o~'als. 

. . 
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Another refletlion we may make on this fubje6:, That 
according to the conftant tenor of the holy Scripture, ndt 
only an offer of mercy for Chrift's ftlke mun be made to 
the finner, but a change muO: be wrought on his heart 
and temper fo great, as to be termed a New Creation, 
and a Second Birth. The firft of there is an aa of the 
divine govemme!:t, the laft is a work of divine power. 
Now, I woul,: beg leav~ to afk, How and where is this 
to be expeaed? It cannot r~!"'!ly proceed from the ;.nOn. 
ence of fabulous deities, or ~ the efFeCl: of idolatrous ri~~s. 
It is not the work of man, and therefore only of l&'1e Spirit 
of Chrift. Should any think fit to prefume. that the fane. 
ti~\·ing influences of the holy Gboft are befiowed univer. 
fal~ .. ~. though unknown to the receivers; this again anni
hilate:: !on the fuperior advantages of Cbrifiians; and, on 
the very beft poflible fuppofition, is an a[ertion thrown 
out at random, and altogether deftitute of fuppon from 
the oracle; of truth. ... .. .... 

A ~irdobreryation I wOlll(1 mab, That this fcherne 
alone make$ the foundation of the gofpel fufficient to bear 
the fuperfiQJaure~ Nothing eJfe can fufficiently account 
for the coft and expence, if I may fpeak fo, that have been 
Jaid out in the redemption of man. It is very evident, tllat 
both the-prophets in the Old Tefiament, and the apofiles 
in the New, are a.t great pains to give us a view of th~ 
gJory and dignity of the PERSON of CHRIST. With 
what magnificent titles is he adorned? What glorious .t
~rihlltes are afcribe4 to him? ,And what mighty work~ are 
&id to be done by him? All thefe C011fpire to teach us, 
that he is truly and properly God, Go(l over all, bleffed 
for ever. On the other hand, Ho\v ffi.uGh i$ his l1umili~
lion and abafement infil1ed 011; the reproacll a11{1 con
tempt of his life, the pain and igt)otniny of his death? 
And the infiuite v~lue of his fuiferings, arifing fron) there 
two united confiderations? Nothing can more plainly thew 
the guilt and nlifc::ry of mall, tl1an that fo great a perioll 
1hould be employed in refcl~ing him, fo infinite a pric<: 
.paid fer his ranlom. If ruch a propitiation was neceffary 
tor the heirs of glQry, how hOlJe)ef,$ mutt be th~ Hate Qf 
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tbore who have no claim to, or intcri:ft in, or dependence 
upon it?a 

The lail ohrenation 1 am to make at prefent, is, That 
the fcheme .bove laid down, is alfo moll agreeable to the 
vifible Rate of the \Vorld, and fumi'fhcs the plair \&ld tile 
only fuiJicient antwer to the old obje~,.)n ag~inft the 
Ch · ft· ). tI f· ~ .,'11 ' I' n Ian reve atlon, le \yant 0 unl.-'el J .. ~ ...... ~~ ~ • 

fertion to fome will appe=lr furprifing, as ;- .tc_ .. ~~ · · :~'.:'. ~ 
been on purpofe to avoid or anfwer tbis objeflion, that all 
the other opinions have been formed. However, they 
ftill leave the obje8ion In aU its force; nay, it is often fup
ported and firengthened by the reafonings upon them. 
But, on the principles above laid down, it is capable of 
the fonoWing plain and eafy folution. It is of the intnit= 
mercy and fre,~ grace of God, that he did not leave all 
ln~Jli<ind to periUt in a Rate of fin and mifery. When: 
thel1 heS the difficulty ~n believing, that fame only, and 
not all, are javed, or are fllrllillied with the means of falva
tion! If all are jullIy liable to wrath, Upo'l which the: 
whole g?fpel is built, mercy to a part can never be impro
bable, or unworthy of God, on aCC01.lnt of the ruin in t~c: 
rell: fo that the objeCtion can Oiliy take its rife from doubt 
or difbelief of that firft arid f~)!dalnelltal tr',th. .. . . 

If a prince had a number of traitors in his power; whore 
trearon was of the moft aggravated and inexcufable kind. 
and we thou ld be informed that he had granted a free par. 
don to fome, and left the reft to fuffer the juft punifhmenc 
of their crime; would it be the lean objection againfi hi, 
clemency, that it extended only to a feleCt number of the 
t>ffenders? or would it be any jult impeachment of his 
management, or rellder the i.ntelligence incredible, fup .. 
pofing the prince to be wife, as well as gracious? Th. 
cafe is precife1y the fame with God. If it be but granted, 
that it is Mercy extended to thoLe who efcape, this a'bfo:.: 

a It is, a ftrong confil'matioll of tIlls, that it holds alm~ft 
w~.thout exce.pti.on, ill complring the fentiments and fclle~. 
of the different parties.of (;hriftians, that th'Ofe "TI10 Ilavc tIle' 
flighteft fcrtfe of tIle neceffity of atollement, atld the greatrft 
"ias to a felf-rigllteous plan, are always moll difj)ofe<l to ·Ieffetr 
the glor~' of out- Redeelner's perr01}; lean l"llOfi to, 01' j'ld~e 
1110)\ faVQl'abl)f of tile So'cinian or J.\l'ian l}YI}~,tl}ci~s. 
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Jately den ... oys the force of any objetl:ion that can b; 
drawn from the numkr or drcumflances of there tha& 
perifh., be '. . · 

There is in this re(pefl a atitiful a~d i~ftruaive ana-. 
logy between the courfe of divine Providence, and the me. 
thods of divine grace; and 'much in both mnft be refolved 
into the wifdom and fovereignty of God. There is an 
immenfe variety in the difiribuiion both of natural ad. 
vantages and fpiritual bldJin&s; and it is vain for us to 
expelt that we fhoulcl be able to affi~n · the whole, or in. 
deed almofl any,. of the, grounds either of the one or tho 
other. But if neither fort is merited, if both are ~le ef. 
feas of free undeferved bounty ~ this cuts oft all caufe at 
~omplaint; and as to the difference which we obfei've in 
faa, particularly wita regard to the laft, ~e muft be ton... . 
tent to ray, with the apoflle Paul, n For God hath conclu,. 
" ded thein aU in unbelief, that he might have mercy UP': 
" on all. 0 the depth of the ricales both of the wit(lom and 
" know ledge of God! How unfearchable are his judg-
·'mellts, and his ways pall finding out !"", . 
. From there obfervations it will plainly appear, th:at de..: 
parting from the principles above laid down, is a very 
great injury to the caufe of truth, and flrengthens that Of 
infidelity. I f they are founded upon the word of God, as 
t hope bas been fufficiently prm,ged, then no good can por. 
fibl, flow from foftenin~ or di~~uifing them~ in ord(!r to 
lefl'en their opp~fition. to the pride and prejudices of cor
tupt minds. Has fuch conduCt in bet le(f~:led !he num..: 
lier ofin6dels, or reconciled theln to th·~ doar.n: orc lrill? 
On the c:ontrary t ha ve they riot become more llUID\!TOUS, 

and more bold in their oppofition to the gofpd, in pro
portion to the attempts that have been and are mad~ to 
fuit it to their t~fte? Na.y, ~ave they not made ufe ot" ill
numerable pa[.lges from Chriftian writers in fupport ot 
their own cdule? F'or in all fucb cafes, as t:'hriftians 'Pc:ak 
merely the langllage of natllral r~ligioll, or magniiy the 
prefent po'Ners of the hUfI1.l11 mind, in o:rl~r to rear up a 
!~lf.righteous !cheme, they ar~ cOl\tidc:r~d b)' in6d'!!s. alld 
juRI,. not u defending the gofpel with fuccels, but as 

• Rom. xi. ~, 33. 
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yielding up the great point in debate, and coming over to 
their own party. 

I proceed now to make fome praaical im provement of 
this jubjea. And, in the . 

1ft place, From what hath been faid, you may fee the 
real, the unfpeakable moment of propagating Chriftian 
knowledge. It is indeed, fo far as it is cordiaUy embraced, 
turning men c& from darknefs to light, and from the po\\P

,& er of Satan unto God .. " There words have a deep and 
interefting meaning, ~f underflood as above, but not other
wife. Let us only fuppofc: tho(e who deny or caU in 
queftioll the abfo!ute necelJity of falvation through Chrift, 
employed as lniffionaries in converting the Heathens: 
how co)(), ho\¥ ambiguous and inconc)ufive the arguments 
\\~ith which they ,,·ould elldea\?or to prefs the change! 
But the view of it gi ~en abo\pe, mull in the ftrongefi Dlan

ner difpofe c\pery fcriolls perfon to fupport {uch a defign, 
Inti po'v~rfulJy animate to diligence thofe who arc em~ 
ployed in carrying it into execution. -

It is allo\ved by all, that doing good, and communica
ting happinefs, is the moll excellent charaaer; that pro
moting the interefl of our brethren of mankind, is a na
tural fruit and expreflion of our love to God, and an imi
tation of the divine benignity. But what comparifon is 
there between any a8s of beneficence that regard only the 
prefent life and the welfare of the body, and tho!e that 
affeB: the everlafiing intereft of an inUllortal fpirit? As 
far a:. God"s redeeming grace is fuperior to his providenti
al care, fo far mull our fincere and fuccefsful endeavors to 
promote the f."lvation of the foul, excel any rc:lief or help 
we can ~ive to tile \Vallts of the bO<.l}~. 

rrhe laft of thefe purpo!cs, however, is often celebrated 
by infidels, in oppofttion to the other, which they delight 
in trc:atillg \,'ith derifioll and fcorll. But as Ilotlling can 
~ more evident than its comparath·e excellence, hlppo
ftog its reality; fo there is not the lean contrariety be .. 
tween the two defigns: 10 far from it, that they are ftrong .. 
)y conneCted together, and are aJways bdi promoted ilf 
conjllnCtipn. l"here may be indeed fingle inltanc;es of 
pcrloris, from ofientatiol1 or otller li\lfc: Inotives, rartilll ,rOL• II. Z z · 
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with their goods to feed the poor, ,,-bo bnve no true Jove 
to God or their brethren. But in general, it is certain, 
that thofe who have "their treafure in heaven; who love 
" not the world, nor the things of the world;" (which, 
however hard a faying it may appear, is the real cliaratler 
df every Chriftian) will more eamy communicate of what 
they pofTef~ to thofe who ftand in need. 1'rue religion 
always enlarges the heart, and ftrengthens the focial tie. 
Every believer mull view his poor brethren in feveral en .. 
dearing lights, as children .of the fame heavenly Father, 
as under the fame original guilt, dependent on the fame 
Saviour, and preparing for the fame judgment; whereas 
lvicked men, however various their charaaers, do habitu
ally, by luxury and felf.indulgence of fome kind or other, 
reed their pride, increafe their wants, and inftaole their 
appetites. This not only gives them a narrow tum of 
mind, ~ut often walles their fubfiance; and fo necdfari
ly ob{lruas their liberality, by taking away both the in
clination and ability to befiO\\7. 

And as thofe who have a jull concern for the everlafting 
intereft of others, will be moft difpofed to relieve their 
prefent diftre[es; fo the bounty of rueh will always be 
beft direCted, and followed with the happieft effta~. They . 
never feparate the two great ends, of making men happy 
in this world, an(l heirs of eternal life; and will therelore 
have it as their chief care, to promot~ indufiry and fobrie .. 
ty in all whom they take upon them to Cupply. It is too 
often feen, that what is dignified with the fineft names, 
and reprefented as the effeCt of generofity, humanity, and 
com paffion , is wholly without merit in the giver, perni .. 
cious and hurtful to the receiver. How olany di[olute 
livers are not covetous, only becaufe they are under the 
dominion of a contrary paffion? In the mean time, what 
they befio\V, is either entirely thrown away by an indiJ: 
criminate profufion; OT, as is more commonly the cafe, it 
is worfe than thrown away, being confined to the moft 
worthlefs of all \\'retcI1es, W}lO ar~ their affiflants or com
panions in their crimes. In oppofition to this, a real 
ChrifHan, fupremely governed by the love of God, will 
dirca tvery aCtion to his glory i and while compaffion, 
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ftr.engthened by a fenCe of duty, excites him to deal his 
bread to the hungry, he will have a ftill Cl1perior folicitude 
to preferve them from fin. lnftead of an injudicious fup
ply of fuel to their luft, which is eafy to a flotbful, and 
gratifying to a carnal mind, he will endeivor to fit them 
fur heaven, by Cnitable inftrnflion; and reCcue them &om 
want and idlenefs in this world, by lawful induftry. 

1'hefe two great purpofes have been jointly promoted 
b)" the fociety in Scotland for propagating Chriflian know. 
ledge. They have been promoted with -a mofllaudable 
zeal and diligence, and with a (uccefs fuUy equal to the 
means the !"ociety are poffded or fumi1hed with for Clny. 
ing them on. The promoting of true religion, loyalty. 
and indnftry, in the highlands of Scotland, was the fira 
obje8: of their care: and the importance of encouraging 
it has been reprefented in the ftrongeft light on many 
former occafions of this fort, ~nd is well known. But 
there is another pan of their defign, to fprpd the know
ledge of ehrift, the only Saviour of finners. amoDl the un~ 
~nlightened Heathen nation$. On this.. the (ubjea of my 
difcourfe leads me to fpeak a little more particularly. 

Of the importance of fueh a <letign every one who be-
· lieves the gofpel nluft be fen1ible. But, except the very 

reftriaed efforts of the rociety, little or nothing has eVef 
been attempted by the Britilh nation. And is not God. 
in his righteous Providence towards us at prefent, mani. 
feftly and feverely punilhing us for this neglea? Are we 
pot engaged in war with a potent and formidable neigh
bor, iI) which the fupreme DiCpofer of all events hath vifi~ 
hly written difappoiQtment on f!very one of our attempts? 
Did not this war take its rife from the difputed limits of 
our territories in Am~rica~ And are not Olar colonies in 
that part of the worle! expofed to the moll cruel antl mer. 
tilers depreqations? Arc not families, which ought to be 
quiet and peace~le habit.tionSt frequently alarmed in the 
filence of the nig~t with the cry of war; and the tendereft 
relations often butche~ in ~ach other's prefen~ and 
that by a people of a n~ge language, while the weak mo
ther anti helplef~ iqfanr can only lift a fupplicating eye. 
b~t ~ann()t a1k far mercy ~ 'Vho then are the inftl'QmCntI 



~r this cruelty? M.dl we not anfwer, Thofe very Indians, 
"a great part of whore ~rritory we poo-efs, and whom, with 
a contempt equally inlpolitic and uncbriflian, \i'e fufft:r 
to continue in ignorance of the only Jiving and true God. 
and Jefus Chrifi whom he hath fent ? 

Such a particular interpretation of t~e language of Pro. :. 
vidence may be. thought bold; but there are m~ny cir. 
cumftances which, in a manner, cOllfirain us to confers 
its propriety. ''Ie bave been a nation early and long fa. 
vored with tb~ light of divine truth, and are therefore 
bound to communicate it to others. That dUlantcountry 
lVas a refuge to nlany of our pious forefathers. when flying 
from the rage of ecclefiafiic ty ... nnYj and the territory 
either taken from, or cedfd to us by there people, has been 
the great Coorce of wealth ant) power to this catin)l. But 

· what fcems chiefly to warrant this application is, tllat the 
care taken' by our enemies to conv~n the Indians, is the 
chief, if not the lingle caufe of their fuperior interell 
among that people... 1neir free,· independent manner of 
living, makes the Britifh temper, chara8er, and cullom$, 
in all other refpelts more a~reeab)e to them. But being 
once cony~rted, not to the Chriflian faith, but to th~ ROe 
~ifh fitperftition, they are invioJably attacbed tft the 
french interell.. And that politic, but fraudulent nati. 
on, are able to cover and excufe their own treacherous 

. defigns, by the ungovernable and ravage barbarity of their 
Indian allies. ~ 

Can there be theref~ a more nohle, a more important, 
or more neceO"ary exercifc: of ChriRian charity, than ena
bJing the fociety to carryon their llreful and falutary 
fchemes, efpeci~ly to extend their nliffions to the Indian 
tribes? Who that knO\vs the value of immortal fouls, can 
refufe to conttii>-..lte his fhare ill promoting tbis excellent 
defign? \Vho tha: fears the juft judgment and difpl~afure 
of God, tan refufe to take this flep, amongft others, evi. 
dently nece1fary for averting his threat~lled vengeance? 
An(l who that loves his Rede~mer's 11ame, btlt mlift tlefire 
that it filoultl be adored from the rifing to the felting fun? 
The boldnefs and 'atlivity of flnners in rpre~~ding every 

. fpecits of cornlption, fhcu~t1 exdte ;n emulation in "be. 
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Jievers not to -be behind 'hand in the fervice of a much 
better mafier. Have we not feen eluch profane -zeal dif
coveted in rupport of the nloll perniciolls and crilninal 
amo.fements, which cOI)fume time, enervate the body J and 
pollute the mind? And fh;l~ there not be a like concerll 
to promote knowledge and holinefs in tbe uncivilized 
parts of our own country, and to carry the glad tidings of 
the gofpel of peace to thofe who now fit in darknefs, and 
i~ tbe region and fhadow of death? Are there not many 
to \vhom tl!e nanle of a Saviour is precious, "even as 
"ointment pot,red forth ;" who burn with de fire, that 
the riches of divine grace, which can never be exhaufic:d, 
may be nlore largely diffufed? And \vill not all futh 
chearfuUy and liben1Jy tOaltTibute to extend the bounds 
'of their Redeemer's kingdom, in the profpeB: of that blefl'. 
ed time, when the knowledge of God filaU cover the earth 
as the waters COlfer the fea? Or of that Rill more glori
ous period, when every \"elfel of mercy, from the eall, 
~eft, north and fouth, 1ball he gathered together, and fit 
"down with Abrahanl, and liaac, and Jacob, in the king
donl of their Father? 
, I 1h4l11 no\\- conclude my di(collT(e, by preaching this 
Sa\·iour to all who hear Dle, and intreating you, in the 
moll earneR nlanDer, to believe in Jelus Chrift; "for th~re 
"is no falvatioll in any otber." This is &r from being 
llnneceflary or improper, even in an audience of profea:. 
ing Chrifiians. \Vherever there is a national profeffion 
of the gofpeJ, there are always many who, though they re
tain the name of Chrifliam; are ftrangers to ~al faith in 
-Cllrill, or uilion \\a"itll GOll tllrough him; nay, ,,·ho in their 
he-irts are enemies to the truth in its fimplicity and purity. 
It is in vain to attempt, by reafoning, to bring men to an 
acknowledgment of the truth of the Chrifiian dOCtrine in 
(peculation, unlefs we alfo bring them to fueb a perfonai 
conviaion of their guilt and wretchednefs, as will make 
them receive tIle inlorolation of Chritl's charaaer and 
work, as glacl tidings to their own fouls. No other con. 
verts receive any benefit tbemfelves by the change; nor 

· ~re they of any fen!i~e to ~brift and his caufe, except fo 
, 
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far as they are over .ruled by the fo"ereign providence or 
.that God who only caD "bring good out of evil." , 

Wherefore, my beloved hearers, be perfuaded. from the 
.ord of God, which YOll profefs to believe; from the Rate 
of. the world, which you may fee, and of your own hearts, 
which you may feel, that you are by nature wp~hed, and 
miferable, and poor, and blind, and naked. You are fo 
rar from having ruch a conformity to the pure and perrea 
law of God, in your thoughts, words, and a8ions, and tbe 
principles from which they ought to flow, as can entitle 
you to his favor, that the imaginations of your hearts are 
~nly evil from your youth, and that continually. What~ 
ever imaginary fchemes of a virtuous charaCler you may 
reft or glory in, you are wholly unable to fiand the trial of 
God's impartial judgment. Oh! how hard is it to c(\n· 
vince men of fin, even while the earth groans under their 
guilt ? Would but thofe who are Dlofl ~pt to boaft of th~ 
.dignity of their nature, and the perfedion of their virtue, 
make .an exa8 regifter of all the thoughts that arife in their 
minds; there remains fiill as much of the law of God 
written upon their hearts~ as would judge them out of 
their own mOllths. Inftead of being able to bear that fuch 
a record fhould be expofed to public view, they could not 
even endure tbemfelves to perufe it: for felf.Battery is 
their ruling charaCter, but felf-abhorrence would be the 
effeCt of this difcovery. Ought you not therefore to be 
ready to ackno\vledge, tllat you are. altogether as an un· 
cleatl thing,· alld ullable to {land before God if h~ enter 
into judgment? But whether you acknowledge it or not, 
I bear froln God himfelf this meffage to you all, that \Vllat~ 
~ver ma}~ be your charaCler, forme(l upon \\I'Qrluly nla~
ims, and anilnated by ambitious and \vorJdly vie\vs, if 
you are not reconciled to God throQgh Jefus ChriU, if 
you are not clotheu with the fpotlef$ rOQe qf his rig~teouf. 
nefs, you nlUtl for ever perifh. 

But behold, through this man is preached unto YQU the 
forgivellefs of fins. rl'llere is a flllllefs of merit ill his ol1e
diellce and death to procpre your pardoll. ~rhere is no 
fin of fo deep ~ dye~ or fQ il1feaipu~ i\ fiain, but his bloQU 
~s fufficien~ to Wanl it out. f'fhis is no new doctrine, or 
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modem (lifcovery, to gratify a curious mind. Perhaps 
yon have heard ruch things fo often, that you naufeate and 
difdain the repetitioll. But they are the "~Fords of eternal 
life, on which your fouls' falvation abfolutely depends; 
and therefore, though this,call fhould come but once more 
to be rejeaed, it is yet again within your offer; and as 
" an ambaffador from Chrin, as though God did befeech 
" you by me, I pray you in Chrin's fiead be ye reconciled 
" unto God. " You have heard the danger of all who are 
without Chrifi; but I befeech you remember the aggra· 
vated guilt, and the fuperior danger of thore who continue 
obflinate Ul1der tIle gofpel. All the mercy that is fhown 
to finners in the offer, fhall inflame the charge againft them 
in the great day, if they are found impenitent. ~Iercy 
and juftice are never feparated in any part of the gofpel 
plan. 1~hey illufirate each other in the contrivance, they 
thine together on the crofs, and they fhall be jointly ma
nifeft in the day of judgment. ~hall not the blood of 
Chrifi, which is fo powerful in its influence for taking 
~way the guilt of thofe who truft in it, greatly add to the 
guilt and daJ.lger of thore \vho defllife it? "Be wif~. 00\\', 

" therefore, 0 ye l{ings," and all of e"yery rank; "be in
U UruCl:ed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the Lord with 
" fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kifs the Son, left he 
" be angry, and ye perifh from the way, when his wrath 
" is kindled but a little: blefieu are all they that put thei~ 
" truft in him."a 

a P f ~ I. i i . ) 0, i ) ~ l:~ • 
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IN a note in the fermon on Aas iv. 12. "Neither is 
" there falvation in any other," the reader will find, 

tllat I have intimated two things: I. That if a favorable 
judgment of the opinions of others, be the fcripture mean
ing of charity, _ then certainly fome bounds mull be fet to 
it; and it mufi: be praife or blame worthy; according to 
the cafes in which it is exercifed. 2. rrhat I am inclined 
,to think, that this is not the meaning of the word in fcrip
ture; but that it means an ardent and unfeigned love to 
others, and a defire of their welfare, temporal and eternal; 
and nlay very \vell confill \vitIl the firongefi abhorrellce of 
their wicked principles, and the deepen concern for their 
(lallgerous fiate. At the fame time it \\~as "hinted, that 
~his -('objeCt deferved a more difiinct and full illuflration. 
I was fufficiently aware, even at the time of writing, that 
this declaration would bring down upon me the high dif. 
pleafure of certain perfons. And fo indeed it happened, 
to ruch a degree, th~t {orne, according to their wonted 
candor, and (ill their own fenfe) moll charitAble interpre. 

VOl •• II. 3 A 
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tat~ h.l"e affirmed, that I b.t in thlt parage, openl, 
declared againft charity. This bath induced me, on no. 
tice of a fccond edition beiDI intended, to offer a few ft .. 

ftcaions on this fubjca i which I hope thall be c:ondul\cd 
ill as cool and critical a manner, as can in reafon be de. 
ired, that I may not offend &pinll charity, evCll when 
writing upon the fubje8. 

Let me begin by (etding precifcl, the fubjea of the in.. 
quiry. It will, or at lcaft ought to be, uknowledged, that 
with many the curreal roeaning of the wonl chari~ is, 
to have a favonble opinion of' the fentiments of othe", 
who ire fuppofcd to differ from USi that is to fay (for it is 
not very eary to define it clearly) to thi~ that they are 
innocently miftakcn in judgment, atad that they have IS 

honeftly inquired Utet' truth as ourfelves; and therefo:e to 
conclude, that as perfons truly finc:ere, and aaing accord. 
ing 18 their light. they Olall meet with the final acceptance 
or God. That this is the meaning with many, if it fhould 
be denied, I prove &om the following circumllancc, that 
dlarity in fentiment, or charity in general (except w~n 
it is taken in a limited fenfe, as lignifying bounty to the 
poor) is always applied to thofe who diJrer from us, and 
never -to thofe who aglee with us; and indeed it is abQut 
the c!itrerence tblt it is fuppofed to be exercifed. 

I. Now, thefirn thing I oblerve upon this is, that if 
the above be the fcripture meaning of charity, then cer. 
tainly foane bounds muft be fet to it; and it muft be praife 
or blame. "'orthy according to the cafes in which it is ex
ercifed. I make this fuppofition, beeaure though it is 
propofcd in the courfe of there remarks, to fhow, that the 
above is not the fcripture meanhlg of the word; yet there 
is really, within certain limits, a duty of this kind pre. 
fCllbed to us in fcriptuTe'l but never called charity. l'he 
duty I Olean is mutua: forbearance, and guarding againll 
nih judgment; but it is remarkable, that neither in the 
defcriptioo of this duty, nor in the arguments urging to 
the pra6ice of it, is the word charity, or the neceffity of 
charity, ever once introouced.a The proper objt!Cls of 

G I do not know "h~tller I {hOllld call it an t~xception f 'om 
'this, tillit ~ one ll~lfage, \vht:lI the ApoftLe llaul is fpeaking of 
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forbearance are matters of indifference, or rather matters 
of comparatively fmall moment; and the Gn of ralh judge 
ing confifts in believing things t? be of more moment 
than dley are, and attributing outward aaions or expref. 
fions to bad motives or principles, without neccOity. I 
ay, without nec:eflity; becaufe it is allowed by every ju. 
dicious and accurate ,,·riter upon rafh judging, that a per. 
fOn catlnot be cbargeable: \with this fin. nlerely for think. 
ing ill of another's temper or prafiice, upon dear and ir. 
refiniblc evidence. To do otherwife, in many cafes, is 
either wholly impoffible, or argues a weaknefs of under. 
ftanding; which cannot be the objefi of approbation, nor 
ccmlequentiy of imitation. 

Let us therefore fuppofe, that tbis duty of forbearance, 
which iIXleed I take to be wholly diftina in its nature, is 
t~ charity fo ftrongly recommended, and fo highly ap.
plauded in fcripture, and that it is to be exercifed with 
regard to the opinions of others. In that cafe it mull have 
certain bounds, for the following reafons, 

I. If it were otherwife, we fhould then either want a 
meaning for many declarations and precepts in fcripture; 
or, which is worfe, fhould perceive them to be evidently 
abfurd and ill founded. Frhat I may not tire the reader, 
I fhall not alidllce the tenth part of \vhat is faid on this 
fuhjetl in fCI :pture; but muft beg of him to weigh the 
following paffages, and to make fome refleCtions on their 
manifeft purpofe: Jude v. 3, 4, "Beloved, when I gave 
., all diligence to write unto you of the common falvati. 
"on, it \vas needful for me to write unto you, and ex
" hort you, that ye fhould earnefily contend for the faith 
"which was once delivered unto the faints. For there 
" are certain mell crept in una\\rares, WllO \vere before of 

the c>ppofite fins, of judging others on tIle one 11~nd, or defpi. 
fing them on the otller, he introduces "yalking charitably. But 
it is in a fenfe q\lite oppofite to ,vhat it \VOllld Ilave been ufed 
in by one pleadillg for the mOdel"ll charity'. It is not the Dlan 
,vhf) judges ralhly that he charges ,vith \lncharital)lenefs, b\lt 
hint 'VllO defpifeth Ilis ,vealt bl"other, and is at no p~,ins to 
avoid gi,·ing offence: RQln. xi,". 15. "But if tllY brotller be 
"grievecl ,vi til th~' meat, 110'\' ,valkefi thou Ilpt charitably. 
H Deftroy not him with thy meat for wholn Chri~ died.'~ 
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" 91d ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, torn_ 
,. ing the grace of our God into lafcivioulnefs, and deny. 
" in,:! the only Lord God, and our Lurd Jefus ehrin.',_ 
Here I think is plainly a duty with regard to opinions. 
alt:>gether different from that of forbearance. The one 
requires us not fo much as to judge our brethren; tl-.e 
other requires us to contend eameftly \With them. The 
cne fuppofes the trifling diflerence to be whoUy buritd; 
the other implies, that it 1hould be kept clearly in view, 
and aU poffible pains taken to fupport the truth, and to 
refute the error. The one fuppofes entire peace aQd uni. 
on; the other implies a firm and refolute oppofition, fQ as 
to come to no terms which iOlply coofent or approbation. 
The phr~feology throug~ the whole pa[3ge tcac~s llS to 
interpret it as t have done; "There are certain Olen," 
fays he, "crept in unawares;" plainly fignifying, that 
if they had not crept in fecretly, they would not, or ought 
not to have been fuffered to come in openly. No\\~, if 
charity and forbearance be t~~. fame thing, here are fome 
perfons cJefcribed, whom we are not to forbear, and CODre. 

quently for whom we are to have no charity: therefore it 
D1Ufi have fome limitatio~. Let it be 3S extenfive as you 
will, it is not boundlefs. . 

Titus i. 10, II, 13. "For there are many uonlly and 
" vain talkers and deceivers, efpecially they of the cir. 
~'cumcifion: whore mouths DIUa be flopped, who fubvert 
" whole houks, teaching things which they ought not, for 
" filthy lucre's fake.-'Vherefore, rebuke them 'fhalrJlIy, 
" that they may be found in the faith." Now, let me ~ 
~ny unprejudiced reader, whether fharp rebuke be not ~ 
very different thing from forbearal)ce ? How can you re
buke thofe whom you may not fo much as judge? or why 
fhould you attenlpt to Inake tllem Jound in the faith, if 
they are already received of God ? .As it is exprefed, 
Rom. xiv. 3. Betides, what is the meaning of fub\~erting I 
whole haufes? and of flopping the mouths of the falle 
~eachers, to prevent or remedy this fub\:erfion? In tbe 
fame epifile, chap. iii. 10. the apofUe fays, '" A man that 
~~ is an heretic, after the firl! and fecotld a(llllonition, re-
f~ jea."' l)oes not this fuppoft:, that it is poffible for ~ 
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.. an to be a b~retic ? Does not the apoRte here ordain a 
kntence of expulfion to be paffc:tl .gainft him.. afltr the 
pains taken to reclaim him ap~U' to be fiuitlefs? J: is 
plain, tilerelore, tbat if charity be the fame with forbear
ance, it mull have limits; for if every body md be for .. 
~rn, then certainly nobody can b! expdkd. 

I mull not here pars by an allonilbing interpretation 
pot by fo~~ and men of learning too. upon the fOilowinc 
'tcrfe: of the fame ch41pter: "Knowing t~t he that is fueb .. 
n is fubv~rted and finn~th, being condemned of' hialfelf." 
that is, f~y rome, no m.- is an heretic in the (enfc of this 
piffage, but who i~ felf.condemned, or is atting contrary 
to his o .. ·n COllvi8ion; fo tl.at he m~"l be Rjeacd, not 
for the error of his jud~enl, but fOr the obUinacy and 
depra\'ation of his h~--.rt.. I do not remember to have f«:en 
any flron~r infiance of the powet' of prejuditt, than gi
'Wing (uch a fcnfe to the wonl sd.fCOlltlnnlld. If any man 
can re_Uy conceive a afe in his own nlind, of a heretic 
obftinately perlifting in his error, and fuffering for it, in 
oppofition to his 0\\"0 inwanl cooyiaion, and at the fame 
time this cittllmftance cl~~rlf afcert:tine<1 as tile foundati
on of his f~nten~, I wilb he would teach me hOlY to con· 
ceive it: at pn:fent it feems to Ole utterly impoOible.. If 
any perfon thus fpeaks lies in hypocrilY. is it to be filp
pored, that he ,,-in confers it? and if he do not con~fS. 
hOlY is it poflible to pro"e it? '''he plain nle3ning of be .. 
ing condemned of himfc:lf, in tbis paffage, is, tbat his er
rors are fo contradi6ory to the otiler articles of his faith, 
fuch an abjuration of his former profdlion, and generally 
tend (0 nluch to imnlora.tity in prafiice, that be is ton. 
(lelnlled as it \vere out of his o\\·n mouth. 

In the 2d epifiJe of John, the apofil~ ray~ ver. 9, 10, II .. 

-" \,9hofoever tTanfgrdr~th~ ::.nd abidcth not in the dOCtrine 
.. & of Chrift, hath not GOtl: he that ~bidetll in the doarine 
" of l:hrift, he bath-botll the ~ather an(l the Son. If there 
U C\lme any unto you, and bring not this d08rine, receive 
&& him not into your houfe; neitoer bid him GCKI (peed: 
" for be that biddeth him God fpeed, is partaker of his evil 
" deeds." I {hall not flay to e~amine nicdy the import 
of not receiving Cuch a one into O~ houfe, and not bidding 
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him God fpeed. It is fuf6cient for my purpofe, that no 
fenre can be put upon it low enough to make it agreeable 
to the treatment we ought to give to our brethrell whom 
we are forbidden to judge. ·J'hc:fe we are to ~ive, as 
Cbrift hath RCeived them. and to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bonci of peace. 

To all there I only add, without any refteaion upon it, 
the reproof of Chrift to the church of Pergamos· Rev. ii. 
14- "But I have a few d.ings againft thee, beeaurc thou 
" haR tbere them that hold the doclrine of Balaam, ,,-ho 
" taught Balac t~ call a flumbling-block before the children 
" of Ifrael, to eat things facrificc:d unto idols, all(} to COOl· 

" Dlit fornication. So hatl thou alfo them that hold the: 
" dtdrine of the Nicolaitans, whieh thing I hate.~' 

2. If charity be tIle faole with forbearance, it mllft 
have limits. or it wou1tl be the firongcft impeaehm~nt of 
di,-ine wifdom and goodnefs l in not giving marks fuffici. 
ently clear to difiinguifh truth from falfehood. If we are 
to entertain a favorable opinion of the fc:ntiments and Rate 
of others, it mull be entirely founded on the fuppofition, 
that they have inquired with honeny and impartiality; 
atl<! that they are not blilldcd by prejuclice or corrupt paf: 
tions. 1~his I fuppofe \\-ill be readily allowed; becaufe it 
is the ufual way of fpeaking or writing on the fubject:. 
, They IlIa}' be nliilakell,' it is often 1:1.i<), 'but without 
, their fault: they may have freely and impartia1Jy inqui. 
, red, and yet ml}7, afier all, think differently with equal 
, fincerity.' This, I contend, can only hold in matters of 
fillal} moment, ancl ill thenife)\'es of a dOllbtfll1 nature; 
.and in there, the obfenration is juRI and correfponds with 
,-elrOn, fcriptllre, and experience. Bllt in trllths of the 
liigheft moment, if there are any ruch at all, to fuppoie that 
• len equally iincere and impartial, may, no~withflanding, 
have fentiments direcUy oppofite, teems to file an impeach. 
Hlellt of diville \vifdoln. How can it be, uillefs the e\,i .. 
da!oces for and againft them, be pretty equally balanced 1 
H"ow is the judgment determined at all, but by a fort of 
co mpound ratio, to Ipeak in the language of mathemati. 
ciuns, of the outward evidence, and the prepoffeffion of 
the! nlind? Strong prepofi'elIions will account for any opi-
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nio~ however &bruni; but if two ~rfon.4IC of ~uaJ cl.-i. 
ty. and equal integrity, draw oppofi~ conclufions on any 
qllcilion, it mull cert:linly afire &om the duubtfulMfs of 
tbequetlion itfdf. No,\" if there be any t1'Utbs of mo
Dlent not attended ,,-it:. IllfEciect evidence- bo,,- can we 
acquit or juRiJf the condufi of Providence? There does 
not feem to me to be any alternative; but we moR Jay the 
blame either upon the evidenc~, or the mind; that is to 
f,y, in otber wonls, it muft ~ put to tbe charge either of. 
God or man. 

3. If charity is the r.m~ thing with forbeuan~ it moll 
have rome lilnits; otherwife the value of truth itlCJr is 
abfo)ute]y annihilated. If I am to beli~ve a man in IS 

fare a flate, and as much accepted of Ged, in one opinion 
as another. upon aU fuhje8s, it is plain, not only that 
every truth is of ~llal moment with another, but that 
truth and error are of equal value. This. I think, il io
difputable; for if it makes no difference, either in point 
of (haraf\er or nate, I f~ norhing elie from wbich their 
value can be eftinlated. 'Vhat then becomes of all tbe 

~ fine encomiums W~ have on the beauty, the excellence. 
the importance of truth? tbe neceftity and benefit of free .. 
dom of inquiry? It would be much better to be fatisfied 
with any Opillions, be they what the)' ,,-ill, than to giv~ 
way to doubts and fufpicions, to fatigue our minds, and 
wane our time in long and difficult rerearcbes. If it be: 
faid, that they may be the fanle as to the fancerity of the 
inquirer, but ditferent principles may have different effc8s 
in pratlice; this is yielding up the point in debate: for if 
one opinion leads to holinefs, and another to \.ick~dllerS. 
in pntCtice, they can never be 1n the fame flate of rafety. 
nor equally acceptable to Gc.d, who hold thefe oppofite 
ft:lltirnents. Befi(les, it is comnlOll \\~ith the advocates 
for this millaken fort of charity, in order the better to (up. 
port theil' opinion, to Clt!11Y this (Iifferenre in ctrc:8, an(1 
to ElY, , It is no matter what a man's opinions are, if his 
, life be ~ood-' No\y, it is evident, that this afiertion is 
ahfllrd; or rather the fuppofition is impt,mble, unlets the 
influence of truth and fahehood upon th~ life, be abfolutely 
equal. Grant but the lean fuptriori!:' or ad\'anti\~e to one 
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above the other, and the argument is deftroyed; for if 
truth be better than falfehood, it mull he rome matter what 
a man's o"pinions are, in onler to his life's being good .. 
How weak and incontinent creatures are we! The very 
fame perrons who make the greaten nir about a pretended 
fearch after truth, and freedom of inquiry, will neeJs have 
it, that Cbrifiian charity implies, that all opinions are 
alike, anll ought to be treatet} with equal refpea: an(1 
then, tc CroWll alJ, tll~y give us the moft hi(leous pi8urcs 
of the terrible efFeds of fuperfiition, and certain religious 
tentiments wbich tbey are pleafed to condeoln. Alas! 
where is the charity t~n? Are all opinions equ~l? Is it 
no nlatter \Yh~t a Inall's opinions are, if his life be good ? 
At Iall you have found out fome whore lives are ill by the 
impulfe of their opinions. Certainly , charity, in the 
fcnCe of forbearance or approbation, is not due to them. 

4- If' charity is the fame with forbearallce, it olufl have 
fome lililits; becaufc: other\vife tllin~s ,,-ould be carried to 
an utravagant length; and fnch cafes nlight be fuppofed 
as very lew woultl be willing to admit, and inderd ) think 
no nlan can ration:llJ}~ 3{lRlit. I Blight give a Inultitu(le 
of l)(lOihle e~amp)es; but, for the greater fatisfaclion ~f 
the reall!!r ... fna!l onlv nlentiOtl a re\V that are real • 

• 
(1) \Vitllill the: Cllrillian churell, there are not only 

diftcn:nt, but o?po:i~e opinions, antl mutually deflruCl:ive 
of eacn other. Thole \\-llO holll tllem, on each fide, Ilot 
only 'ay, but think, that their aclverfaries are guilty of 
ilnpi~ty ~n\.l bi;ltj1!lenl}', l.ct us tak~ for illfiance, the 
C~llvillills all"l Sl'\cillial~s. Ilead the \\·ritings of the firft. 
amI you wiH f~\!, that they confider their aclverfaries as 
!.~,king 2W;1~' tile \~er)' fOlllldation of the gofpel) (Ienyillg 
the: only Lord God that bot:ght them, and as guilty of 
grofs i(ll)l~ltrj' ill bi\~ing (iivil1e \vorfhip to one wllom the)
believe t«' b~ a CrC,!tllre. Ab;\ill. if )'Oll read the \\'ritings 
of t!le )~\Il, }·OU \\"i!l fintl ti.e.ll chargil1g tlleir adverfarics 
\Vit.l lll"rpllt:m}· ()f tile I~lo(l !lorrible Ilatllre, all(l not only 
mak:ll!{ a Itod diiT"rtnt from the true God, but filch a one 
as is "lore crllel :l11l1 Vil1{litl.i\'e thall the very (le\,jls.
No\\', I (lefire to kno\\- ho\v tile one of there torts of I)er
Ions C,\n h,wf: a t~nx.h:~ opinion of the Hate and fenti. 
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ments or the oppofate, without renouncing their o"a -1 I 
do freely acknow]cdg~, as J have formerly done, that I 

. never did en~em the Socini.ans to be: C"lrUlia~ls; and yet 

. 600 nothing mote cafy, or indeed more neceJfary.; thap to 
have charity for them, in what I tak~ to b~ the fcripture 
fenfe of that word. . But ill the modern fenfe it appears 
to me utterly impoffibl~. For the very fame reafon, if 
~y who had embr:aced. there principles fhould pretend~ 
that he had fueh charity for me, as to efieem and receive 
me as a faithful millifler of Chrift, I would confider it as 
~ profdIion altogether hypocritical, or that ~e did not be. 
lieve a .word of his owri fyRem. The truth i~, I cannot 
help thinking, from the m~nner of condoaing theological 
c~ntroverfa~s, that it is very common for many to plead 
~r that charity to tbemfelves which they never gi\'e to 
~eir adverJari~s; while ~e power of prejudice hinders 
~em from. obferving the inconfiftency between their rea-
fOllillg and pra8ice.a .~ 
." (:1) Thofe who deny and op»9fe the gofpel altogether~ 
h~ve juft the fame tide to our charity, and we are obliged 
to believe, that they are honefl an.d imparti~ inquirers; 
a~d therefore accepted of God. Now, if there be any 
thing in the world clear ffom fcripture, it is, that we are 
not to approve or receive iuch perions~ that they are not 
tbe objeCts of forbeararice ; and, by confequence; not of 
that charity that confifts in forbearance: on the contrary ~ 
the zeal and aCtivity of the apofUes \Vas wh<1lly employed 
io bringing u~believers to the knowledge and confefl\on 
of the truth; for which they deferve very little prafie; . if 
tlleir flatc; "vas fafe, and their charaCter un~xceptionable, 
before. And .as to perfon among us denying the gofpel, 

Q I COllld gl,·e m31lY inftances of this fllrprifing inadvertency 
in ,,·riter's of the ,'"cry fi!~ft charaCter: I {hall only Dlention Olle, 

of the renc\vned earl of Shaftefbllry. His darling tlleme is, to 
fllO", that ever)· thing ,vhatever is for the general gbOd; that 
~V~l\ t.he ,vorn men are gllitled at bottom i)y a ~ene.olent prin
f,iplt'; }~et e\ten wllile eXl)atiatillg Oil the goodn~rs of the WllOI. 
fyitel1\ of heings, lle takes evtry opport\lnit)~ of falling upon the 
rl\.\rgy, ,,"hom he allows to be purely evil, withotlt containing 
,tn, ~ood, or tendenc~Y to protnotc it: A defect iil hi.· CSW·R 
r~h~n't!, to ,vhich h~ (loth not r~em to ha,'e attended. 

\~ OLt 1[_" r~ B , 
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after examination, i do not fee how any perron can thin1ci 
them impartial in rejeaing it, without a very poor opinion 
bf the evidence for reeeiving it • 

. (3) Even in point of morals, there have' been, and are 
at this time, opinions fa very grofs, that few will look 
upon the nate of thofe who hold them as fafe; and yet if 
forbearance is charity, and the charity, ii nnRm ited, they 
muft alfo be taken in. 1'here have been feveral, who 
certainly were fincetely of opinion, that fornication and 
Other unc1eannefs, was lawful. So great a man af 
David, Bume, efq. has adopted a fentence from i\ French 
writet: "Female infidelity, when it is known, is a fmall 
~, matter; and when it is not known, it is: nothing."~ . 
The very fame writer {eerns alfo either to defend, or great..; 
iy to alleviate, unnatural lull. And many highwaymen 
have aclually reafoned themfelves into an opinion of the 
lawfulnef9 of robbery, by alledging, that G'Od never made 
the world with thiS' view, that fome fhould have too much' 
and o~hers fhould ilane j and theref~re they had a rigbt 
to a 1&are,and might levy it wherever they could find it .. 
The truth is, there are' more of there grofs and erroneOU$ 
bpinions than Dlany aYe aware of; for men are feldorn at 
eafe on the commiflion of lin, ~ill they have fcund fome" 
way to" fatisfy their own mind's, by wroDg principles.
Well; are we' to~ think all thef~ honeff and impartial in. 
quirers, and t6have chatity fot'theln in the fenfe fo often' 
mentioned? I imagine fome will at raft flop fhort, and 
fay, there is' a di ftincUon to' be made;- there opinions are 
formed by the influence of prejudice, and the bias' of cor
rupt affeCtions. I-Iere then your charity fails, and you 
have iet limits to your forbearance; or rather you have 
given up the caure; for aU falft! opinion~ arire from the 
th~ bias of corrupt affections. The fallacy of the whole' 
argument~ on this fubjeCt: lieS' in confounding two' thing~ 
very different, viz'. a man's' being truly of an opinion, 
and his being 10 upon fair and unprejudiced inquiry •. A' 
train of reafolling carried on, which is built upon the' 
laft of thefe fuppofitions, and applied to cafes where only' 
. tbe firft takes place. Perhaps fome may chufe to fay, 
IS- to the tale of im·morill t\piniom, ~hat men Me n~t tqi 
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be difapproved or condemned for the opinion in itfelf, 
but for prefuming to aCt in confequence of it. To wmelt 
I anfwer, That if any man will prove the innocence or 
forming fuch opinions, I will undertake to prove, with 
at leaft equal evidence, the obligation that lies upon every 
one fo perfuaded, to aa acCOlding to hi. light. 

5. In the laft place, To fuppofe that charity is the rame 
thing with forbearance, and yet that it is unlimited, is 
felf-contradiE~ory, pd im!lOftible, in many innances, to 
be put in praaice. True Chrifiian charity being the in
difpenfable duty of aU, mull at leaft be poflible to all, an4 
confiD.ent with every other duty. Now, to believe the 
rafety of the frate, or the goodnefs of the ~haraaer of rna. 
ny perfons for wholl) .charity is pleaded, may be to fome 
abfolutely impollible. They lJJay have a CQnvit.\ion of the 
contrary in their ju<lglllent. They may think, that the 
fcripture clearly aod explicitly commands them to feparate 
from fL .1t people, to oppofe and dcteft: their errors; and 
furely tu\. re ~re many .much more abfurd and groundlef$ 
opinions truly entertained. . What then ihall they do? 
The fcripture commands them to contend with erroneoUff 
perfons; and. if they do, they are guilty of a breach of cha
rity, one of the moft e[ential of all gofpel duties; for the . 
apofile teUs us, "13 hough I fpeak with the tongue of meQ 
~, and angel$, alld have not charity, I am becom~ as found! 
" iog braf6, or a tinkling cymbal. N 

rrhus, J hope it has been proved, to the fatisfa8:ion of 
,n impartial perfons, that if charity, in fcript~re, is the 
fame thing with that forbearance we owe to others whq 
differ frOID us, it muft have {orne bounds, and be praifo 
or bla~-worthy, according to the c~Lfes in which it is ex
~rcifed. If it be a~ed, WI1Q fball fi_te the bollO.ds ~ 
yond which it is not to extend? I anfwer, Everyone· for 
him(elf, ac.cordiQg tQ the beft of his own judgment. 
Some perhaps will contend with, or judge others,· for 
things in which t~ey ought to forbear them; but many 
others will carry their for~arance too far, and retain er,. 
roneous or vicious perrons in their fociety, when they 
ought to expel them. For this there is no remedy, as it is 
~e CRijfeq.pencc of the wea·knef, of human n~turc, and IlQ 
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1fty ditTerent from what bappens as to every duty incum~ 
beDt on us as men or C~ritlians. 

B. Let us now come to the fecond part of this difcourr~, 
and confi~er what reafon there is to to believe, that charity 
in fcripture, is a doty alto~ther difiinfl from forbearance, 
andJouiKkd ~n diflinCt prin~iples. 

One g!!neral confideration will 'go nigb to prove this of 
itfelf, viz. That forbearance, as has been fhewn in the 

'precediqg page~, hat~ limits, beyond which it is culpable;. 
\Yh~aa charity h~thnone~ at lean as to its object Th~re 
ia no perron or chara8er, t~at can be conceived, for which 
,0t: -are 'allo\vOO to:be without charity.. \Vith refpetl to 
forbearance, the objeS: of 'it is clearly pointed out in the 
paffage~ "here it, is 'fpoken of" and. ,is the difference, of 
Qpinion- as to fmallel' _ matters, vi~. the lawfulnefs or un· 
lawf11!nefs of meats and drin~s, a~d whether certain days 
were :h.ol}' or common. But there is no paffage in which' 
cbatJty is fpoken of, that gives tile leafi hintl or indeed 
that leaves room, ,to fllppofe that it hath any limits as to 
its objett., Charity,we are told, is u the' end," or fum, 
"-0£ the commandment." _~n(l indeed it is the fame 
thing wif~ love, which 'is the fulfilling of the law. . And' 
iJl the c¥pJication which our.~ord gives of the fum of the
fecood table of the law, 'iri anfwer to that queRion, "Tho 
is my neigl~QQr? he plainly teachts- us by the parable' of 
Ute, 'Samaritan~ that al~ men are our neighborS t There 
was ,a great oppofitipn, in ppint Qf religion, between the 
J~ws and Samaritan~; y~f he fhews plainly'l that this 
flugh~ not to obfiruCt tile exercife of charity, in the true 
fenfe Qf t~atword. For this reaTon, I think it highly pro .. 
bable; that forbearance is different from charity; the one 
poiou out our duty to onrfellow Chriftians in ce'rtain cir~ 
c~mfi~nces, and ~he other inc1ude~ O:.lr puty to our fellow .. 
creatpres at all ~i~es~ : 
, 'I~his win be confirmed;by refleCting tbat the word which, 

in rome places, is tranflated 'charity, is the 'fame, in aU other 
paffaies :without variation in' any oqe of-them, 'with that 
is tranllated /O'lJc. agape is the New Teflament word 
for cparity, whi~h, a~ it is generally tranflated lo:vc, fa I dg 
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not fee the leaft Jleafon for altering the tranflrltion, in tho" 
places where charity is fubftituted in its room. Curity 
then is low; that is to fay, it is a fincere and fervent af. 
feaion to others, and a defire of their welfare, temporal 
and eternal. This not only may contift with, bwt of itfe!f 
naturally produces, the ftrongefi abhorrence of their wick. 
ed principles, and the deepen concern for their danferoul 
fiate. There is a great affinity between the fentiments we 
ought to entertain with regard to error and vice. Our 
Jove to vicious perfons ought not to carry in it any appro
bation or indulgence of their vice., and far lefs any belief 
of the fafety of their Rate; but an earnell concern to bring 
about their reformation. In the fame manner, a fincere 
and fervent charity for erroneous perfons, does not imply 
any approbation of their opinions, or fuppofit~n of their 
confifiency with foundnefs in the faith, but an ean.eft de. 
fire to recover them, if poffible, from their unhappy deia
fion. Nay, though a man be fo narrow-Inindcd, as to 
judge thofe whom he ought to forbear, it may, very pam. 
bly, be'attended with no b~ch of charity; bee.ore there 
may be as much IQve to his nt.ighbor in that perfon'. 
heart, and as much concern for bis welfare, as if he bad 
feen more clearly his own miftake. The apoHle Paul 
calls there UJefli: perfons, and afcribes their condufl to the 
imperfeaions of their judgment. It was the ftrong, or 
thore who bad more kllowledge, that he blamed~ as not 
,,-aJking &haritaIJ{v .. when they would not abllain &oat 
meat, to prevent their brethren's offence. 

It win be an additional confirmation of this meaning 01 
charity, that it makes the feveral duties of Chriflians It 
once clear and intelligible, and confiflent one with an0-

ther, by leaving to ea(:h its full fcope, and its proper 0b
ject_ If we take ~haril)t in the {cnfe which I have reje8:. 
ed, there will be a continual oppofition between zeal and 
charity; and in proportion as you increafe in anyone of 
them, you nlufi neceffariJy fail in the other.. And indeed 
this feems to be verified in experience; for thofe who er.. 
poufe this fort of charity, do &tquently fall into {o cool. 
nate in point of zeal .. that they give themfelves little trou. 
ble, either in inllru6in& the ignor.nt, or ~proving the 

.. 



vicious i and are not badt_nI in flicmatizinc thare. &I 
narro'''·miild~ and uncharitable, who do. But if we 
tab charity for unfei&t.ed Ioye.. then, infteacl of oppolQ.. 
00, tlaere is the mal perfee harmony bdwcm oa:.., 
and another. So far hID hinderiog, or C'teQ 6~ 
each other in their exerci~ they ftreogtben each ada ia 
principie, and dfta ncb other io their applic:ba.
The mo.--e fervent lowe I haft few ., teUow-a._ea 
and my fc:!low.chriftians. it .. ill but aclte .y aaI 1D 
promote their bendt, bl endeaftring to c:.Gmrioc:e tbnc 
of any dangerous millak.~ and deli yet' them from the d0-
minion of every vicious praaice. At the fame timr. this 
love will naturally produce forbearance~ where it is law. 
lUI and proper; becaofe, if I love any perfon 'ncuelr. 
I will judge of him candidly, and not impote any ... 
katimcnt or pnaice to him witboot _ceOity. It will 
preveot us from interferiog1rith others .here 1R ... 

DOt, and .ill ulF us to atliviry and diligeuce wbeie the 
cafe fecms really to caJl for it. 

This rub~a may be wen iOufbakd by parental ah. 
lion, when i&tis both lbon: in its principle, and well di. 
reded in its e~ercik. It will ceJtainly (R~ot a pamlt 
!ronl judging hardly of h~ cbi~ or being eafiIy in. 
c:enfcc! again. them, on wrong w dDobcful information: 
but it win be (0 far 1io0l making him think favorably of 
their miftakes, either in princi~ ,. pra~ that the 
more tender his loy~ the greater his concern to prevent 
their bein~ mined. or to recover them if ,hey h .. 'V~ gone 
~ny.. F..l:smples to be ru:e there are many, of. fort of 
~ye in parents to their children, that operates like tbe 
fair.: charity I am now pleading againft, making them 
blind to their failings, and even partial to their crimes: 
but I thim. it mull be allowecl, that all (och partiality and 
indulgence is a weaknefs. inftead of a virtue, in the pa. 
rent, and is conlmonly a curfe, inftead of a bkRing, to 
the child. To have jun apprehenfions of the fevenl du .. 
ti~s of the Cbrinian life, l\'"C mull always confider their 
relation tll, and dc!pendance upon one another. Then: 
are fome fins oppofite to, 3Ild deftrufiive of each other; 
but there is no truly good difpoJitioD, that is not perfeltly 

.... .. 



.. Sfteftt .. i~ Of' ra!htt that cbs not improve aRt 
In;o&then everJ other. It is remarkable, that in ferip
tift, the dQties of Ieproal' a..t com8ion are frtquently 
attti»oted to love u their priocl~ 0\.;' cmly in God. but 
iD min: -- lVhom the Lord loftth he chaftir~th, and 
• i:clorgdh eftIJ fon '''hom he receiveth. "-&& He that 
• r~ the rod, hateth his fOIl; bot he that loveth him, 
• dafteneth him betimes.. ,,_u Thou fhalt oat hate lhy 
• Dtighbor in th, lart; but hit in aD1 wife rebuke him; 
II and not fuffer fin upon him.» 

Upon the whole, &nee this interpretation of chuity is 
'lot onI, moft •• eeable to fcri~ but moft contiUenf 
With it&:lf, and with every other branc8 of the Chriftian 
cMn8er. I hope it _iU be ttteived. at leaft (0 far as to 
JtIm the try of uncharitablenefs againft thofe who, from 
the united principles of love to God a.qd man, think them
ItlftS obliged to oppoff: the progrefs of grofs error. I 
pkad for this only _ben they make ufe of juft and lawful 
~ and aa in a man.ler beCOllting Chriftian~ in 
~s inftroailll thofe that oppofe themfelv~s. Fot 
though I haft thewn, that true charity is as fa~orable to 
seal as to fo.-bwance, and to both alike in their proper 
~ I am fen&bie that there ma, be zeal where there 
is little ar no charity. and. in that c~ it will fh~w itfdf 
in "wrath. BriCe, feditiens, here6cs.·' This happens 
chiefly.. when a ",~ak perfon who judges rathiy.. is alfo of 
an envious or malicious difpo6tion. ~"he 6rft of th~ic may 
btfometimt:s without the oth~r; they may~ howev~r, allo 
be joined in the I_me perfon. and then it will certainly 
he atkoded with "eonfufion, and eftry evil work,," But 
when a deep fenfe of the evil of departing from the faith 
to the perf OilS tbemfe)v~s, and the danger of corrupt dec· 
trine infeding tile whole lum~ induces any to ftand up 
in defence of the truth, to oppofe the introduaion of (r· 
~us teache~ arlO attempt tbe expulfion of thoie who 
ha\e c~pt in un~\Ya~s; let them be called unreafunahlc 
if you p!~3.fe, and let their rnifbke be pointed out. but 
i beg tha: they may ll\)t be abufed and vilified as unch3-
rit:\bl~" The .. elrOn of my req\!e!l is, thdt it is more than 
prohab!e t!:~y do this from 3 ftr~ng ccn\"!aiOil, t:l3.t they 



are obliged to it by the exprefs command of Cbrifl. I de. 
clare .this to be my own perfuafiOD, after the moll impar.l 
tial fearch of the fcript~res of which I was capable; and 
certainly it is at leaft pomble, that we may have, not\vitG. 
ftanding, a ferve~t love to our brethren, and a defire of 
their welfare. We may love them· as men, even whe~ 

- we cannot judge them to be faints f and we may love 
them as Chrifiians, even when we think they are in many 
things to be hlamed; nay, I hope we nlay heartily forgive 
them as enemies, notwithflanding all their bitternefs and 
rancor againft us. But iff after all, this requeft cannot be 
Gbtained; if we cannot alter our judgment, and they wiu 
flill infift that we are therefore \\" ithout charity, that is to 
£"\y, without chrifiianity; they mull confers; that here is 
one opinion Wllich tl1ey will not tolerate, alxi to Wllichf 
in their own f~nfe, no charity is dues. 
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Tsa TRIAL 01' REl~tGlot!S TRt.~H tT ITS MoRAL 
fl:~LUENCE. 

SERMON 38. 

Preached at tb~ ~p~nin!t of the Synod or Cl.feo- uad Air. 
Oe\obcr Ith, 17 S9 • 

••• 

MATTUlW vii. 20. 

n7ltrrforc, "y :~;T fruiu ~ dtJJl hunrI 1M •• 

E-VERY one who hath any acquaintance with the 
writings of infidels, muft know that there i$ no to

pic on which they infift at greater length, or with mare 
plaufibility, than the innumerable fdts and parties into 
which the ChrifUan world is divided. 'Vim what appa .. 
rent triumph do they enlarge, on the contradi&ory tenets, 
which different perfons profefs to found upon the fame 
fcriptures, their violent oppofition one to anotller, and the 
great difficulty, Of rather impoflibility of difcovering truth. 
among 10 many, who pretend each to have the entire and 
cxdufive po!Teffion of it. 

Having gone thus far, it is eary anel natunl to proceed. 
one fier farther, and affirm, that the ~at plurality of 
everJ denomination, do not embr8fe. religion in genenJ, 
or the tenets of their own rea in particubr, from rational 
(;r perfonal cOllviel:oll t but from a blind imitation of 
4rthers, Oi' an a:t.chment to one or a f~\v diftinguifhed 
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~dels. ,,-hore authority is fironger tban aU other e\'i. 
denee .hatltver, Thus is reli~ion, at once, fuppofed true, 
and yet deOroyed; that is to fay, it is at one firoke, as it 
were, annihilated. in almoft aU who profefs it, their opi .. 
nionSt \\·hat~~er they are in th~nlfelves, being no more 
than implicit faith and party prejudice in thole who em .. 
bracetbem. 

trIbe fame vifible Rate of the ,,·orld, v:hich gives OCca. 
fion '!If triumph to the enenlies of religion, gives often, no 
fmaU unc:afinefs and anxiety to its friends. particularly to 
the heft an(1 moll difpaftionate (if every party. Serious 
and c:onfc:ientious perfons, when they refleCt upon the di
.. ilioos that preyail, when tbey are witneffes to the conten
tion and mutual ac:cufation of different p.rties, are ready 
to be overwhelmed ~ith meiancholy upon the profpeCt, as 
\Veil as involvc:tl in doubt and perptexity, as to what 
courfe they themfelves {hould hold. It is not uncommon 
to find perfon$ of e,·ery rank, in this fituation, not only 
thofe of belter etluc.tion1 \vho are able to take an extell. 
five view 8£ the Bate of things, in this and in preceding 
ages; but alfo tbofe of lefs knowledge and compl"ehenfi .. 
Oil, wh~n any .iolent debates happen to fall within the 
fphere of their own obfervcl.tion. 

There re~folls have inducefl me to make choice of the 
paffage now read as the fubjett of difcourfe at this time. It 
contains the rule to \~hich Otlr Sa'liotll' apl)eals in his con
tro,·erfy with the Pharifees, and by which he, once and 
again, defi~s that their prelenfions may be judged. I 
app~-ehentl fronl the context, that it is equally applicable 
to their ch:tra8ers and their principles, their integrity be .. 
fore God in their ofnces of teachers of others, ancl the 
{nllndllefs of t!leir (loClrine as to iis effeCts llpon tnofe \VllO 

fhOtl],-l receive it. ·I~lle1e t\\~O tllings are, in(lec(l, in a 
great meafure c()nne8ed together, 01" rather they are IllU

tu:tlly invoh'ed in one another, though it is poffihlc\ ano, 
in lome It \\' c~\lcs, pr()filabl~"!, to Ill~~ke a lliflitlttioll l)e
\ \\1~n tll(~lll. 

\VJlat is f!l1'tllcr prnpofi:acl, thr('ll~ll tlle affiflance of di. 
yine l:T-lCC, in the p;c!~:cl:!ion of this flil\itcr, is, . 
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hy its Aforal Injluence. 

T. To nIO\\', that the rule here given by our Saviour is 
the beft that could have heen given, and that it is {uffici
ent to (l!fiillgllifh truth from error. 

II. 1'hat this is in fatl the rule by which all good men, 
and, in(ieed, mankind in general, fo far as they are finceret 

do judge, of religious principles and pretenfions. 
III. To conclude with fome refleCtions on the {ubjea 

for the benefit both of miniUers and people. 

In the firft place then it is propored to fhow, That the 
rule here given by our Saviour is the beft tJlat'colIJ(1 have 
been given, and that it is fufficient to difiinguifh truth 
from error. To lay a foundation for this, it will be ne
ceffary to begin by fettling, in as precife a manner as por.. 
lible, the meaning of the rule, and to wllat cafes it can be 
jufUy applied~ u, Y e {hall know them by their fruits," 
faith ourSaviour.-That is to fay, when any perfon af.: 
fumes the charaaer of a divine teacher, and propofes any 
thing to your belief, as from God, fee whether its fruits 
be really fuitable to its pretenfions: particularly you are 
to lay do\\'n this as a prillciple, that, as he is holy in hi:1 
Dlture, every thing that proceeds from him mull: be holy 
in its tendency, and produce holinefs as its fruit. In 
proportion as you fee thiseffeCl: in him who teaches it~ 
and thofe who embrace it, fo receive it as true, or reject 
it as falfe. 

By laying down the ru1e in thefe terms, I do not mean 
to (leny, that, \\"hen a revelation is firfl propofed as from 
God, or \Vhetl tIle creclit of fuch revelation in general is 
examined, miracles are a difiinCt and conc1ufive proof of a 
(Ii ville comtnilfton. I aiD perflladed that tlothing is more 
vague and indeternlinate, and at tIle fame time, a mora 
manifdl: inverting the natural order of things, than to fay 
with Jome, We mull: judge of the truth of a nlirac!e by the 
nature of the doCtrine in fupport of which it is wrought; 
and, if this Ian is worthy of God, we may then admit the 
h0110rar}' teflitnony of tIle mighty work in i.ts behalf.-
They do not attend to the great ignorance of man in all 
ipiritllal and divine. things without revelation, and to tho 
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boldnefs of human pride, who fpeak in this manner. J 
would rather include this as one of the proper fruits of a 
divine commifiion to teach any new uoClrine, that fign_ 
be given of a fuperior power accompanying the prophet~ 
Thus we fee the Jews made this demand of our Saviour., 
" \Vhat fign fheweft thou then, that we may fee and be~ 
" lieve thee? What (loft tllOU work ?"a It is true, ill 

fome inllances, \vhen, after nlany miracles, they perfille(l 
in afiting new figns Qf tlleir' o\vn devifillg, Ile (:on(lenlnS 
their obfiinacy and refufes to gratify it. Notwithftanding 
~his, lve find him often apI)ealing to his work~ as an at. 
teflation of the trutll of his lTliJfioll: thus he fa"5, "Be • .,. 

" lieve me tllat I am in tIle It~ather ancl the Fatner in me, 
~, or eIre believe me for tIle very \\iork's iitke."b And 
elfe,,,hcre, "If I had not ~lone 81nong them tIle \\yorkS tllat 
" none ~ther man did, they had not had fin: bllt no\v 
" they ba\7e both feen, aIle} hated both me and. n1y Fa~ 
., ther.", Agre~ably to this, we find Nicodemus draw. 
ing the CDn~Jufion, '" Rabbi, \\'e kno\v thou art a teacher 
" come from God, for no man can do the miracles that 
" thqu don, except God be with him."d 

Ther~ is no doubt, however, that this mull he infepa. 
rahly joined with a purity Qf character, and 1anctity of 
purpofe. Vihen theft: are wanting, it gives the juficfi 
ground ~f fufpiciQn, lea~$ tp the llriCl:efl: examination of 
miraculous pretellfions, al1d \vill certainly el1d ill the (lif~ 
covery of {uch a~ are faIle: For this is the very excel. 
lence of tIle rule laid (iO'Vll by Ol..lr Saviour, tllat, tllougll 
reafon may be very unfit tQ pars an independent judg~ 
lnellt upon ~r\lth antI error, COl1fcicllce lnay .. wi~ll little 
danger of miftake, rejetl: what i~ eviJ, and yield its ap. 
probation to what is goqd. . 

But what I have chiefly in view is, that fuppafing the 
truth of the gorpel in gc::nerd, particu~ar opinions and 
praCtices mull be tried in thi~ manner. As the gofpel is 
allowed on all hands to be a dotlrine according to godli
llefs, when diilerences arire, and ~~~h pppoilte fide pre .. 

h J Q 1111 xiv. 1 l ~ 
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tends to have the letter of the law in its favor, the great 
rule of decitj~n is, which doth moR immediately and moR 
certainly, promote piety and holinefs in all manner of 
,otlverfation. In this way every doarinal opinion, every 
form of ~:overnment, and every rite and praCtice in wore 
fhip, may ~ . .:a brought to the teft, and tried by its fruits. 

As opirl ~v(lS, fo charaaers, mull be tried in the fame 
manner~ The truth of this, though deferving particular 
JDention, is include(l in, or is but a part and branch of the 
other. Tp pafs a judgment on particular charaClers is of 
very flnall moment, or rather, a peremptory decifion of 
,his kind is both ullnece[ary and improper, unlefs when 
it is of ,,,eight in a caufe.· 1 t is onJy prophets and teach ... 
~rs that fall to be fingly, or perronally tried, becaufe they 
fire fuppofed to exhibit, in their own praaice, an exam. 
pIe of the force alld influence of their principles. If on 
~hem they have no efl'ea that is good, there is not the lean 
pretence tor infilling that others filould embrace theOl. 

Nothing farther feems neceffary by way of exp1ication 
of this rule, hlve to obferve from the context, that fair and 
plaufible pretences, either of opinions or charaCters, mull 
be examined with particular care, as being nlofi ready to 

. ~ecei'ie; anti the trial nluft be more by faCts than by rea. 
foning, as i~ implied-'in the very language ufed in the text, 
" By their fruits }ge lIlall kno\v them." 

The es~eHency of this rule may be comprehended un
der the two followiQg particulars, 1ft, Its certainty. 2dly, 
It.s l)erfp!cult}Fp 

r('11e firft of there will adnlit of little (lifpute_ As God 
i~ infinitely holy in his own nature, every difco\'ery that 
he has made to any of his creatures, muft carry this im
preffion upon it, and have a tendency to promote holinefSi 
in them. ...~nd, as this is n1anifefily the defign of rIle fa. 
cred Qracles, and that f},neIll of divine truth which they 
contain, every thir\g by way of opinion, or practice, that 
l)retencls to dC!rive its authority from them, may lawfuHy 
be tried by this rule, \Vill it make us Dlore holy than 1":' 
fore? 

It is of momcI1t here to ol.,rerve, that this rllIe 11ath ¥. 

deep anel fol~d foundation. It proceeds upon the fuppofi. 



tion, that an natural are inferior to moral qualities; that 
even the noblt:fi intelleflilal abilities are only fo far va)ua. 
ble, as they are fllbfer\·ient to moral perlt:clion j or ilt 

otller words, that truth is in order to go()(lnels. It is not 
(as has been often laid) in his Alolight}" power, Jlis inti. 
l)ite wifilom, or the immenfity of his being, that the glory 
of Gexl chietly confifls, but in his iOlmacuJate Ilolillefs and 
fpotlers purity. Each Ilart of the divine cbara8.er, in. 
deed, (Jerives a luftre frOln tile other. It is the union of 
greatllefs and gcocll1efs, tJlat makes him truly Go(i. His 
moral excellence becomes infinite in value and efficacy 
by refiuing in an infinite f\bjeCt. But if it were poflible 
to feparate his natural perfeCtion from his moral excel. 
lence, or couW we fllppofe theln joint:d to malignity of 
difpofition, he would be the proper objeCl: (let us fpeak 
it with reverence) not of fupreme love, but of infinite de. 
teflation. 

This is more than fuflicient to fUPl)ort the orcler in 
wllich things are reprefented above, and {how, that its 
moral influence is the proper touchllone and trial of reli. 
gious truth. ·rhefe dotlrinel only come from God, \'.,hich 
telld to form lIS after tIle llivioe ilnage. 'j'nus far, per. 
b3pS, all \\:ill allow it to be true; at lean the afie:rticn is 
common. But be pJeafed to obferve, that this neceffarily 
fuppoft!s the fure and infallible efficacy of real truth in 
promotillg holinefs, allc} the infufficiellcy of error and 
j~\!nlood for this purpote. If the1~ were not both alike 
certain, the rule would be equivoc.al and abfurd. If men 
by believing iies could attain to unfeigned goodnels and 
true ilOlillCis, tJlen tl1eir 1110ral efiect \: )uld not in ~lle 
lean fcrve to diHin~uifh between truth and error. It is 
110 lefs plain that if 10 abfurd a furpofttion is admitted but 
jor a IllOlllellt, tile \:allie of trllt}l is \vl.olly (leflro)'ecl, alld 
no wi!e man \\'ill employ his time and pains in euuavor. 
j11~ to <lill'o\rcr, to conalnllllicate, or to (lefencl it. 

rfhe other particular comprehended under the excel. 
It!llce of this rule, is its perfi)!Cllity; rrhat, it is not only 
fnre and illf~lIiblc in itfclf, but cap~ih]e of an eaiy applir~ ... 
tiOll by tlloft: \"ilO Ila,re occafioll to llf~ it. I-Icre, if an}" 
u'here, there is room for doubt al'd difputation. l-lcre, it 
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tnay be alJedged, aU the confufion and un~rtaint, retomt. 
which was before complained of, and for which a remedy 
w'as required. !tlen .ill Rill differ in ~i.· opinions as to 
1l,hat is trlle goodnefs. Be6des, they will flill (lebate the 
uncenty of many pretenftons, and the Rdity of n",ny 
appearance~; and, as art and bypc;crify will always be 
ufed on the one hand, delufion mull be tile unavoidable 
conlequence on tbe other. 

This, however, is no more than the nettffary conr~
quence of human imperfeB:ion. It cannot be denied, and 
it ma"·, without any hefitation, be confeffed, tllat men are 

J • 

liabJe to err, ancl tllat many have erred in the application 
of this rule. But, who can frOID thence jufUy infer, that 
it is not of fuflicient cleamefs, to <lirett thofe who will 
honefily make ufe of it, and to Jay the error of thore whQ 
are mifie~l elitirely at their own door? 

It pleaft:d God to write his la\v llpon the heart of man 
at firll. Al1d the great l:nes of cluty, however obfcureEl 
by O!lf original apoftacy, are fiill fo vifible,. as to affonl an 
opportunity of ju(l~ing, what conduCt an(1 praB:ice is, or 
is 11ot.agreeable to its diCl:ates. It will be found from ex. 
perience, that men are able to deternlille on this point, 
with far greater certainty, than on any other fubjea of 
religion: that is to fay, tlley C,ln perceive tIle excellellcy 
of the ell(l, "rllen they nre in mllch doubt about the meallS, 

• 
ill tllemfel\Jes, or feparatel)T confidered. 

Such autll0rity hath Ilatural confciel1ce fiiil in matl~ 
tl1at it renders tllo!e \vho, ill tlleir o\vn C011dua~ (lefpife 
its rellfoofs, inexcufeabJe in tIle figllt of God.a But it is 
of iOlportallce ill the Ilrefent argunlellt to obfcrve4t th'lt 
everyone is able to pafs a far fllrer judgment on the mo
ral cllaraaer of anotll<:r, than his 0\\·11. The pollution 
of tIle lleart brillgs a corrupt bi~lS on tIle judgolent, ill a 
man's own cafe, and makts him palliate and defend thole 
fins, to which he is firongly inclined, or of which he hath 
hc::en aln:::ady guilty: whereas in determining the ch:lr~t:
tt:rs of otllers, this llias is· lefs fCllfibl}, felt. 1'llis is I)er. 
haps the true rmu only reafon why any deference is paid 
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10 .mae IS pnife ... Ofthy, by thofe.ho .~ enemies to" 
in their !arts. or any public banor and Rrptfl atwen to 
the mu of God in the world .... here 10 ,.eat a ~tori., 
are eyidcnt1, in the interefb of motkr mafter .. 

One 6n~r exttllenc:e of this rule is. its ~.. tbe 
mol uniwcrfall, inteUigibie. It is lewd to the capacitJ 
U men of all dcglces of llJ1derflanding.. The~ is little 
di5:rence, if any, in this ref pea. between the 1tife and 
the unwUe. the learned and the ignonnt.. Pahaps ~his 
an:umftaoce alone ought to giwe it, in juftice, the ptefe..: 
fence, to every atbe .. teft of ~Iigious nth.. Religion is 
the concern of all alike, and therefore, wbat"~ to it 
fhoukl be open to all. It was the d:uaatt.. and the &Jo. 
ry of the gofpel, at its firft publication, that it was preach. 
cd to the poor.. And by this it is AiB diJlinguifh«l.. not 
only from many or moft falfe Rligions. but efpttiaU, 
rnnu thole phiiofopbieal fpeculations, in which the ene .. 
mies of ,]1 religion place their chief ftrengtb.. '\ben ~ 
perufe a fyflem or tbeot)' or moral virtue~ the principlts 
of which are very refined, or the 1"eafoning upoo it all. 
ftraaed and above: the comprehenfion of the vulgar, it 
may be ingeni~us, but it carries in 't!elf. d~monnration, 
that, becaufc it is unfit, it COllld never be inttnded for 
tenera) ure. 

Here then, Jie$ the great advantage of the rule laid 
do\\'n by our Saviour. The bulk of nlil1kind, thofe of 
lower rallk, and even tllofe anlong them of \veak~fl or 
JeaR cultivated unclerflanding, are able to judge of the ef .. 
feas of principles, or to fee the beauty of an excellent 
charaaer~ \\~hen tllev are not able to examine a dOCtrine, 

." 

cr apprehend the reafoning upon which it is founded .. -
The lliaates of coniciellce are often iOlmetliate antI cleat, 
Wll~11 tile (le(!uc\:ions of rea!oll are IOllg ao(l involved. 1'0 
make intricate refe,nches in theory, requires great natu .. 
ral abiiities, which are the portion of very few: but to 
jud~e of a vifihlc character requires only an impartial 
ienfe of right and wrong. Of this the plain man is as 
furceptible as the mon acute by nature, or the mon cn· 
)i~htcned by education. In God Almighty, infinite know
k'(lg~ an~l infinit\! holinefs are united, and, "'c b,we rca· 
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~ to think, tb.t in their perrc:aion the, are inreparable. 
But ""e know, by experience, th,at the, do not bear an 
u.s proportion to one ~ther in iofi:rior ~ture~ ,at Jeaft. 
among 6nful ~1atures.. Then: may be, and there: often 
Is g,~t virtue and goodnefs in a mean ,capacity, and 
pat depravity ill perfons of eminent ability. . 

}rom the~ con6derations it is plain, that this rule of 
trying a dollrine by its dIO..<ts,. as a tree by its fruit~, may: 
be applied by the meaneR u well, as lite greateR, and 
with as little d41nger of mi!take. P~aps it ~igbt have 
Iiec:n (ardy .firmed wi~ I~rs danger of millake. Great 
inteUe8ual abilities. and great natural advantap ,of eve
ry kind, are ~ery ready to (well the mind with pride and 
felt:conceit, tb~ll which no difpofition is i!l itfeif more 
exlious in the tight ~f CruJ, or ~ore unfavorable to the dif.. 
tORry of truth.. This feems to be: confirmed by expc:ri
~~, and it is plainly the view given us of o~r preCent 
(tale i~ the holy Scriptures. Thus the apofUe Paul fays, 
" Ye fee your c~lIi~, btethten, how tha~ nGt Inany wife 
'~ men after the flefh, ,.not ,many mighty, not many noble 
" an: calle:<!- But God hath chofen the foolifh things of 
,. the world, to confound tIle wife; and God bath cbofen 
ii the weak things Of the world to confound the things 
&; which are mighty, and ~fe things .of the world, and 
,,' things which are defpifed hath God choren, yea, ancl 
" things wh:ich ~ not, to bring to nought thi~gs ~ are: 
" that 110 ftefh fhould glory in his prefc:nce."a For'the 
v.ery fam~ thing we find our bleffe.d Redeemer adoring the 
tiepth and fovereignty of divi~e Providence, in the folloW .. 
mg terms, "In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, and 
" raid, I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
" that thou haft hi(1 thefe things from the: wife and pru
,', dent, and haft reveale(l them' unto babes: even fo, Fa .. 
" ther,. for fo it feemed good in thy light."" . 

Millakes, however, after- all there will be, and Cornea 
differences even among the ben; but, from this very cir. 
iumflance, I derive another great excellence of the abova 
role ·Iaid down, that, it is not only the teft of truth Co, a 

a i Core i. 2(i} ..... ~. " Luke x. 2). 
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man's felf, but the meafure of forbearance with regard' (<1 

others. By carefully examinIng their frtii!s, men may 
ftot only be direCted what to embrace, and what capital 
and fundaoleotal error! \\'1101Iy to rejett, but alfo in \"hat 
particulars to exercife mutual forbearance, and, though 
final1er differellces fliI1 rubfin, to receive one another to 
the glory of God. If in any )krfon or perfoos, "f what. 
ever party, you perceive the fpirit of true and undefiled 
religion, they are accepted of God, and fhould not be' 
condemned by you.- rfhis ought not, ill junke, to in
duce you to lpprove or embrace every loe of their prine 
eiples, or every part of their praaice, of which perhaps, 
you have feen or felt the bad tendency; yet Ihoulrl it en. 
gage you' to love them with unfeigned 'lfFeftion as fjocere,. 
~hough~ in fome meafure,- Dlifiaken fcrvants of our com .. 
mon Lord. 

I hope i( appears from the preeeding obfervations, that 
this rule, of trying every principle or profellion by its: 
&uits, is the- bell that could have been given. It is cer
tain and infaliibTe in itft:lf, and \ve are lefs liabJe to mit: 
take in the nfe of it, than of any other. There 'eems, in. 
deed, to be an exaCt analogy bet\V~en thisrult: in religious 
lnatters, alltl realOtl in our common and ci\yil concerns. 
Rearon is the beft guide and direCtor of human life. There 
is certainly an effential difference between wifdom and 
folly, in the nature of things. They are alfo fen6bly op. 
polite to one another in their extremes. Innumerable
attions" ho\vever, there are, or modts of aaionT of a more 
doubtful a~'1d' difputable nature, as to tIle \vif(lom or \veak
nels of which, harldly any two men would be entirely of 
tile fame Ol)illion. Let the enenl}' of religion make the 
application, who denies its reality,. b~caufe aU good lnen 
are llot of tIle ianle lnill(}; or llecaufe tllcre are (lifferent 
p3.lties and pro:CIJi .. ns, who oppofe one another in fome 
opinions ~lld practices. He ads jun the (,me part, as 
h<. ... who f~dng the d:tlcrences of judgment among men, 
tlpOn alnloil ever)' fttbject th:lt falls lillclcr tlleir d~Jibera
lion, flwuld renounc~ the r&: of reat~nl or deny th.a~ there' 
is in, nature, ,IllY ruch thing. . 



39S 

,\\1' e now proceed to the kcond thing pepclcd,. to Ito'" 
That the rule above explained and de~nded, is that ." 
wbich, in e.a,. aU fcrious r:rfons, and indeed. IUtIkincl 
in general,. • far as they are iocac, do judie • ftJIiciaat 
principles and pretenfiens. 

By (eric-us perfoos, I underftand aD theR .Iao are tndy 
1digious, in oppofition to L..re who haYe 001, • naatiaal 
and cullomary profdIion. If we would (..- with .. eti .. 
ion,. or reafon in a jaft aOtt cooclu6\'e manner,. we ... 
keep this diftinaion confbntly in view. NothiDr does 
more harm to Iny ca. ttwa a trea.chereul friend. .. 
llofom enemy: and nothing does Ift01'e hurt to the iotetel 
of reli&ioR, than its being 10lided with • great nwaller, 
who,. for many obvious reafoos, aff~me tile bID,. while 
they are flrangel S to the power of it. The &1bac, of 
almoft all the n:afonings of infide!s lies hew e. They coo. 
fider religiea as anfwerable for all the LypaaifJ of thole 
who prorcfs i~ and all the wicktdnefs of thoi: who hawe 
not renounced the p1'Ofdiao; as if in Jrier to its bel. 
true, it mull be in\fdlible for any to coontetfeit it. If 
that wete the caf~ no tbanks would be due to impartial 
.enquiry. AU oolor of obje&ion being taken .way, the 
alTent would not be yielded, but compelled. This,. doubt. 
lers, the prefumptuous wif()om cf man onlinaril, dit1ates,. 
but according to the fuperior ... ifdom of God "offeoc:ea 
" mull eome~ and "he~"es alro. tbt they that an: ap. 
" prove(! may be made manilefl.') 

Suppofin~ therefOre, the important diftinaion between 
red and nOIJiinal Chriilians, all of the firR c.baratler~ of 
every age, and of every party, an: r. far from being undtt 
tbe in1bencc of implicit faith, that they try the troth by 
its fruits, and adhere to it ior its e~1s. Tb~re is fORte. 
thing more in the cafe of every good m~ than barely_ 
rational perluafion of the truth of religion in genera~ from 
the arguments adduced to fupport it. 1·he truths of the 
gcfpel give him rueh a view (if himfelf, and his OWft ftat~. 
as experience fhews him to be true. In the gofllel be 
finds a remedy propofed for his guilt and mifery. which, 
l'efidcs all the other evidences of its divine original, is ex
.atlly fuited to his f~-It cond:tion. Add to beth there, that 
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he immediatel, experiences its happy efFefl, not only iq 
~yi .. the beft foundation for his peace, but in operating 
a thorough change in his heart and life. 1~hus hath every 
real Chrilliao, an inward and experimental proof of the 
tnath of the gofpel, not contrary, but fuperior to, ftronge~ 
a~ more ftable thm any fpeculative reafoning. In this 
ecole we are to uoderOand the words of the apollJe John, 
" H:: that believeth on the Son of God hath the witnefs in 
• bimfelf. t:a This is common to all real believers of 
"bate~r denominatio~ who not only are perfeaIy agreed 
in the efentials of religion, ~ut much more agreed in 
~ftIJ thing material .. than they themfelves either clear]y 
,PJfthend, or are villing to confefs. 

So tilr every good m~ mull be acquitted from the 
charge of implicit faith; we may adopt conc«:rniq~ all 
Joch the ,,·ords of our Saviour to Peter, "BJel1ecl art thou, 
~ SiolOD Barjana: for Befh and blood hath not revealed 
~ it uoto thee, but my Father ",bich is in heaven."D,,-, 
It is no lefs pI.i~ that in every thing that is fuppofed to 
make a part of, or that bath any connexion with religion, 
they may judge by the fame rule. In all thefe modes of 
opinion in l~[er matters, in ail there circumftances which 
ferve tQ diftingui1h one fea from another, though they 
!Day detemline in different, nay, in oppofite ways, yet 
they all proceed upon the fame general rule, viz. the in~ 
ftuence which ioch difputed point has, as a means, upo~ 
the fubftance and end of all religion. This appears from 
the reafoning on each fide, in all religious difputes. This 
principle as common to both is often expJd'sly mentioned, 
and always manifefily inlplicd that thofe dof.\:riIles, Ot 

that way Qf expreJling dotlrines, apd thofe praClices, 
which are in fact moll conducive to holirlefs, are, and 
for that very reafoQ mull be, moll agreeable to the will of 
~. ' . 

. But }\~hat I haye chiefly in view is, to'fho\v, that tllis 
appears from the very faa ufually brought to pr9ve that 
the re~igi~n of almoft all mankind is no bett~r than hnpli
J;it faith. rrhe faa I mean is, that the buJI{ of Inallkincl 
is greatly fwayed in the choice of opinion, by the authority 

. , 
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and example of others. This, indeed, dries not hold ro 
generally as is commonly fuppofed. We have feen above, 
that -it dotll Rot bold, with regard to the fubllance of reli. 
gion, in any good man; fOf in this he will call no mao 
Inaller on earth. But even when it does hold, it is, per
baps, 110t fo blameable as many are apt to imagine. Let 
it be a(lmittecl then, that, in nlany inflances, it is the au. 
thorityand exanlple of men, more than any other reafon 
that determines the judgment. Let it be admitted, that 
this is the cafe witl) the bu11{ of mankind, and even in 
[orne Tileafure with the befl. I mllfi be allowed to aik, 
what is it that procures thefe p~rfons fudt authority? 
What is it that fira begins. efiablifhes. or -perpetuates 
their influence? Nothing elfe, but the real or: apparent 
{anctity of their character. In vain wiU·a profligate, or 
Dne manifefily deftitute of perfonal worth, fet himfelf at 
the head of a party, or attempt to draw away difciples af
ter him. It is the fuppofed piety and probity of the per
{on, that gives weight to his example, and force to his 
precepts. This weighs more with the fober feriolls part 
of mankind, and, indeed, with mankind in general, than 
the greatell: il1telleCtuai abilities, and other\\'il~ moll: ad
mired talents. Whoever has acquired a great reputation 
for piety and fincerity, will, with 1ittle art, or rather no 
art at all, nay, without 10 much as intending it, bring his 
principles and praCtice into repute. At the fame time, 
Olle of a COl1trary charaaer, \vith all the powers of elo .. -
qlle'lCe, and every other outward advantage, thall (lil in 
attempting to perfuade~ 

l~ow what is this, but that mankind proceed mainly in 
their judgment, upon the very rule which I have endea
vored to {how is the beft they could have chofen. They 
try prillciples by their effects, as a tree by its fruits. 
Wherever they fee the heft man, they conclude that he 
~11Uft be aCtuate() by tIle moil: excellent as well as the moll 
powerflll principles. The multitude, or lower clafs of 
mankind, are ufually the fcorn of half. thinkers and fuper
ficial reafoners, for this attachment to perfons. But were 
a comparifon faithfully made between tht:' feveral motives 
pf ch.~ice i~ dilferen~ claffes, there would he np great caufe 
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.of triumph. When we confider how unfit the plurality of 
mankind are to judge in an intricate debate, darkened, 
perhap~, ,by the art and {ubtiltf.of thore, who handle it,· 
we fhall ·tiotl they are little, if at all, to blame. In or)e 
view, no .doubt, they may be raid to be aCl:uated by im. 
'plic:it faith* but in truth, and at bottom, they are follow. 
ing the wifefl and moll falutary of .aU moral maxims . 

.. ~ fur·vey of the hiftory, either of religion in general, or 
of the~ Chrifiian religion ill particular, would fet this mat. 
ter in the.cleat:eft light. But little of this kind can come 
withiQ \he. limits of a fingle <lifcourfe. I filall not there
fore fiay te mention the retired nlanner of Jife, and pre
tended fanCl.ity of the inventors of the heathen idolatry, 
though ,\t may be applied to this fubjeCt; and would ferve 
to fhew the :univerfal ienfe, and geller.a} expeCtation of 
mankind. ; '.-There is a faying of an eminent an (I violent 
fllemy of the Chriftian faith, "That gravity is of the very 
~'e[ence of impoflure." 1'his is notlling elfe bue a per
verted l1ieu", and malicious'reprefentation of the general 
lnlth, that apparent ranClity is necelfary to efiablifh any 
facred authority. But is there any thing more unquefii. 
(mable, or that hath been more frequently obferved, than ' 
that the viHory of truth over error, in the firll ages of 
Chriftianity, was much more owing to the fhining piety 
.of the primitive Chrifiians in general, together with the 
patience and conflancyof the martyrs, than to any other 
Dleans. Reafon may convince the nnderfianding, but 
example feizes and keeps pCilffeffion of the heart. It was 

,the eminent piety and ufefulnefs of the faints in former 
ages, which attra8ed fuch veneration and Jove from the 
multitude, as loon proceeded to a criminal excefs. Not 
COl1tent with ilnitating tIle arniable example of thofe whom 
they held in fuch eHeem, by a natural aiTociation they 
affixed a fanclity to relics, alld this proclucell a \'ariety of 
fuperfiitious pradices. I cannot alfo help being of opini
on, that it was the fev~re and mortified lives of many of 
the retired devotees in the Romilh church, that kept that 
corrupt body in credit for fame ages longer than it could 
llave otller\vi!~ contil1l1ed. 
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On the other hanel, who does not kno,,", that the Uloft: 
iormidab~e and fuccefsful attacks made by the reformers 
on that mother of abominatjons, were their expofing the 
corrupt and diffo]ute lives of her priefls and members. 
This they were at no fmall pains te do, both in a grave 
and in an ironic·~l firain. As the covetoufnefs and ambi. 
tion of many, and the licentious debauchery of Gthers of 
the clergy, lirfi brought the doClrines into fu fpi-ci on , fo 
thofe e~amp]es \vhen held up to light, made a far greater 
number of converts, than any abfurdities in beliet: how 
grofs arid palpable foever. 1'he truth is, we find all par
ties greedily lay hold of this weapon whenever it is' pre
fented to them, and nfe it with great confidence againft: 
their aclverfaries; ancl in fo doing they (lifCover a convic
tion, that principles are never fo powerfully fupported as 

'by the good, nor fo effeClually difparagetl as by the bad 
charaCters of thofe who profefs them. 

If lve leave the hinory of fOTlller ages, and examine the" 
fiate of the prefent, the lame truth win (un be the reflllt of 
our enquiry, and appear with increafing evidence. Dif. 
ferent parties and denOininations prevail in different pla
ces: and wherever any party or <!enotllination greatly 
prevails, the effect may eafily be traced up to its caufe; 
and will appear, by no very difiant tradition, to h~l\"e been 
o\ving to the e·minent piety of [olne Olle or more of tl13t 
profeffion in' a former perio(l, or, \Vllicll is nluch tile fat11et 

to the conl)mratively edious al1(l liicious·cllarlCl:ers of tllefe 
\\')10oppofed them.a 

a OU.l· own COllntry ,viII afford us fome fenfible and firikfng 
pl'flofs of the juftice of this obfct-vatioll. There had beell a 
fl:rltggle, fron} tIle vet"y fil-a da\Vll of tIle reformation, bctweeft 
prefl)ytery alld epifcopacy ill Scotlancl. 1"his cont~ft llo',"evel' 
t.:an1e to its greaten llcigilt abOl,lt 1<)0 years ago, \V11C:l1 tIle pref. 
byteriall=i '\"ere ejected, anel epifcop~cy \vas c!laillifued bv a t)YJ 
rannical civil governlll.ent, and COlltin.utd l>y a revere alld- cruel 
perfecutioJl. ",,. c hacl by tllis 111~al1S a trial of bot)l : anel it is 
\'ery ubfer-Table, tll~l.t the odiuln \,'ilicll jllflly fell upon epifco
pacy, front tile rage and inl,ul1£Ul~ity uf tllofc \'iho llad t~.le chier' 
cHlcttion, ,vas til(: circumllancc th~~t detcl'l)lineu tIle body' or 
the ll:ltion to el~ch-ou~ i~i itlln·t·l:1ion. y rt~ ';·l.lcre\"~l' th:r-c hap-' 
pcned to be a f~\v llllniftel''a Of that l){:l'lu:lllun piOUS In tlle,r 
lift,S, UJHl diligent" in the (~utics or their of}i~~, there ,vcre llla. 
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It is no juft objeflion to the account here given, thai 

~e find innanees in which principles fcem to give a fanca' 
t~on to chara6:ers, inftead of receiving fupport from them. 
There are, nodoubt, ~afes in which a mati's bei~g known 
to embrace certain principles, will be alone fuflicient to' 
Dlake him odiou,s, however blamelefs, or even pr&ife-wor
thy his condult be, i~ every other refpea.. At the fame 
time, perhaps, the failings of another fhan be either \Yhol~ 
ly pardoned, or greatly extenuated, it he efpoufe" but efpea 
cially,. if he is aai~e in vindicating the principles whic~ 
are held facred. But this is no more than the natural . . -
and necce[ary confequence of any fet of principles being 
Once firmly eftablifhed. They acquire ~heir credit at tirft, 
j~ the \vay I have already Dlentioned; but when t~t cre~ 
dit is high, it will bring a fufpicion upon every thing that 
~pofes it, however fpecious an~ promifing in outward 
appearance. There is nothing furprifing h~re, ~Or, ina 
deed, anY,thing but what is perfectly natpral; fo~, as one 
or a few inflances commonly do not, fo in teafoll they' 
ought n,ot t~ Q.ake the reputation of truths, whid~ have 
~een eftabl~i1hed b}7 long experience of their worth and ef
ficacy. Neither lnull ,it be forgotten, that whet:' examp'les' 
feem to {land ~n oppofiti~n one to aalother, and to lead to': 
different conclufions, it is not from one or two that a judg-: 
ment can be paffed, but from many, ~n:d there' com-pared: 
and examined with great dilige'oce and care. 

... .., . .. 

ny l)erfons and families ,vho joined with the~ in comtilunion, 
anli their pofteritv adhere to tllat opinion' eVell to this (lay.-" 
·fl~is .. was the c~fe in. fom'e pl~ce,s of, the e.aft and no~th ~~>Ulltry. 
Bllt tn the ,,'cftern parts of Scotland, ,vhere the ep~fcopal cler-, 
gy \vere, almofi to a n\'an, ignf:>rant, flothftll or vicio\lS~ they 
\vere' \lniverl~\11y defcpted, ana hardly a tingle a(111~"rent to that 
perfllatmn is 110,V to be found. '~~nl cal~'not olmt mentioning
licrc ,,,,hat ,vas'raid by a la(ly of quality at that time to' Dr.' 
Burriet, \vhen he callie to vilit the weft tou'ntr}~. It ,,·as to the' 
follo"ing pllrl)6fe : ." 'Ve of the laity canllot judge' upon con·' 
" troverfia~ points, bltt we fee there men' 'VllOr:ii you llerfecute, 
" grave in their deporim'ent, ftrictly Iloly ill' tlleir- co:nverfatioll, 
" Ul1d yery lauorious in their fUl18ions, ,,·hile lnany of YOll\' 

" cl(!t'g)· l\re ign'orant, {loth·rul anc} Yiciou~.·" 1'his is wllat de'· 
t~riniucs the j\\d~lncnt of tile people. 
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t conclude the iIIurlrat;on of this head ,,·i,h remarking, 
t~l:\t tile principle allove lai(} ()o\\-n \vill explaitl, in a clear 
an(l fati~fyillg lllal111cr, t\\90 al)pearances in the nloral 
world, which feem dirca!y to contradict one another. By 
\vhat hapJ"lens fOoletimcs in religion, \\ore fhall be al)t to 
conclude, that there is in human nature a pronenefs to 
change, or a Jove of novelty pure1y on its own account. 
According)y we find this laid to the charge of mankind 
by feveral authors. And it cannot be denied, that fome 
lnco, or feC1:s, often introdllce ne\v praaices \vhich ac· 
quire great reputation, and almoll univerfal acceptance. 
By other examples, however, we are taught to afcribe to 
human nature a firong attach ment to old opinions, and 
hatred of all innovatiol1. 'Vhat js remarkable is, that 
both there take place chiefl}" in little circuDlfial1ces, and 
things of linall moment; ne\v io\'entions being fometimes 
gone into with a zeal~ and old cufioms adhered to with an 
obllinacy, \Vllich the intrinfic value of the things contend
ed for does not feem to merit on either fide. rf 0 afcribe 
this to the cliiferent difpofitions of individuals will n9t be 
a fatisfaCl:ory folution, for we fee fometimes examples of 
both in the fame perfons. But, by fearching a little deep
er, we fhall unra\Iel this difficulty, and difcover, that 
though the love of novelty, or a veneration for antiquity, 
n1uy be fonletimes the imnlerliate principle of aCtion, there 
is another ultimate principle \vhich is the caufe of both, 
all!l in different circum fiances, prOdtlCes either the one or 
tlle other. 'I'his priJ1Ci ple is no other than that admira
tiO)l of real or fuppofcci \'lorth, ,~'hich 11as been illuRrated 
above. 'Vhoever hath acquired a great reputation for 
piety and holinefs, may eafily introduce any indifferent 
prat1ice, though not common before, efpeciaUy if it be 
confidered as an evidence or e!\preffion of his piety. On 
this fuppofition, his differing from, or doing more than 
others, will be taken notice of to his praife.a But he may 

a l~hcre is great rcafoll to thin!~ that it ,\·as in this yery "-:1Y 
that nlal1Y differel1t l'ites ,v~rc hrougllt into tIle Chl'ifiiall 
cllurch, \vhicll ill a lOllg courfc of tittle g"rc,," illto a, 11lafs of 
abQmil'\ublc fUpCl'{\itiol1. ·J'J1CY ,,"ere at fit'll, p~r:~:tl)s, but the 
llloclcs 01' circ.Ull.Utr"llccs of the \Yorlllip, or l)rac\ice of pious 

\70L• II. 
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mucl1 more ealily introduce a ne\v, tllan <Iepart from an 
old cufloln. Tile reafon is plaill; tor ancicilt cufioms 
having been efiablifhed on the ground aJre"dy affigntd, 
iDen are ufually very tenacious of them, and it requires 
no fmall (tegree of credit and chara8.er, either to change 
or to abolifJl tbeln. 

,\Ve now proceed to make fume pr::tlical improvement 
of what bas been faiil. 

In the firll: place, from what has been (aid upon th;", 

fubjet\, we may derive one of the pJainefl and motl fati~
fying proofs of the truth of the gOlpel. A proof, level tu 
the meaneft capacity, and therefore proper to prefcrve or. 
dinary Chriftians from being {haken by the bold and in. 
folent attacks now made on religion by fOine of the lowell: 
rank. A proof, at tbeJame time, not only defc:rving the 
attention of the moll intelligent~ but whicll of all others, is 
~ertainly the moll decifive. Let us try it by its fruits. 
Let us compare the temper andcbaraBer of real Chrif. 
tians, Witll thofe of infidels, and fee which of th~nl bell: 
~erits the approbation of an honeft and impartial judge. 
Let us tak~ ill every circumftal1ce tllat will contribute to 
make the comparifon juil: and fair, and fee what will be 
the refult. I fay this, becaufe I can by no means aUmv, 
that great multitudes though born in a country where 
Chriftianity is profdfed, ought to be confidered as Chrif. 
tians, \\,hen they are OileD and \tiolent ellemies to the gof. 
pel in all its parts. Ffhey ought rather to be thrown into 
the fcale of illfidelity. But, illlce mon of them have 
formed no fixed principles at all, becaufe they have never 
thought upon the fubjeCt, we fballleave theln entirely out 
of the quefiion. 

Is then the chanCier and praCtice of infidels in gene. 
ral, once to be compared ",ith tllat of fuch Cllriflians as 
believe upon perfonal conviction? However much the 
natural jcnfe of right and wrong may be obfcured and 
perverted in fome, I fbou~d think there are ,'ery few who 

perfons, but fl'0111 being ,·o)\lntar~· all{! pllrcl}' cirCtlmfiantiul .. 
they canle by~ degl-ees to be cnnfi(lcl'e(l as l>at-ts of r~ligiot~ 
,,90rfilip ; atl(l tller~f{lrc fillful ii, the PCl"101'111erS, but 11luch 
Jl\ore tinful in tile i111l)ofers. 
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lfill -not mit:li fefi1y perceive to ",hom the preference is 
due. In which of the two do you find the moll ngu]t\f 
and f::rvent piety towan)s God? Here, perhaps, it will be 
faiil, Tllis is \vhat no man expeas to filld ~t \ unbelievers, 
it is no part of their plan, anel tilerefore ought not to be 
included in the comparifon. But as the general fenfe of 
mankind does not require it, fo I can never fufFer that OUf 

(Illty to GOli fhou!(1 be erafed out of the moral Jaw. Be· 
1i(les, the general pretence now, is not atheifm but theifm. 
The queflion is tllerefore altogether pertinent; and per
fODS of this character are felf-condemned, who, by their 
total neglect of all religious worft.ip, are as much charge
able \,'ith impiet}~ as infidc!ity.-In \\"hich of the two is to 
be fOlllld the greatefl: integrity and uprightnefs in thcir 
commerce bet\veen man and maQ, the moll: unfeigned 
good .. wiIJ, and moO: aaive beneficence to others? Is it 
the unbeliever or the Chrift:ian, \vho clothes the naked 
and deals his bread to the hungry ~ ,A.fk the many ant! 
noble ancient flrll&ures raifed for the relief of the djfeafed 
and the poor, to whom tbey owe their ellabliUlment and 
fupport ? - \\1hich of there two c)a[es of men are moft 
remarkable for felf ... governnlent ? How often is the unex
perienced youth initiated in debauchery of all kinds, by 
thefe ver}' friellds of mankind, who c11aritably declaim 
againfl prieftcraft: ao(l delufion, and IlappiJy eradicate the 
prejlldices of e(lllcatioll, by treating religion and all reli. 
¢ous perfons with derifion and fcorn? With what fatal 
fuccefs has the infidel often feduced the unwary virgin 
unto the defiruc\ive paths of luft, by firft loofening the 
obligation of religion, and then jufiifying the indulgence 
of ellery natural clefire ? We thall carry the com parifon 
no further in this place; hut t mull beg of every one who 
hath had the happinefs to be acquainted with an eminently 
pious, Ilunlble, at\:ive, ufeful Chrifiian, to fay, whether 
he can admit it as poffible, under the adminifiration of a 
wife and good God, that ruch a perron is governed by ~ 
(\!ble invented by uefigning villains, while the infid~' 
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alone is in pofieffion of the truth. which is pure in its na. 
ture, anc} mufi be proved lly its fruits.a 

In ,he 2d place, fince not 0111y re1igion in genera1, llut 
every particular doarine of religion ought to be tried by 
its fruits, iet neither minillers Ilor people, ever lofe vie\'I 
of this great rule: in the uotlrines which they teach on the 
one hand, or embrace on the other. Let us alto particu- . 
Jar1y remember, that no credit is to be ghoen to any hi~h 
profefIions or bold pretences, but as they are confirmed 
by the (.:8:. I obferve here, with much pleafure, what ad
yantage the fun,damentC'.l Scripture doarines, which have 
~en long the glory and happinefs of this church, will de
rive frOl~l a fair anll full enquiry into their ;nfluence antI 
eife8s. 'fIle dotlrines I Olean are, the 10ft flate of Inan 
by natur.e; falvation by the free grace of God; juflifita
tion by the imputed rightetmfrlefs of CoriO; and fan8ifi
cation be the elfe8:ual operation of the Holy Spirit .. There 
were the do8rines of tile refOrm:llion, Whetl their excel. 
lence u-a.s put beyond all doubt or queftion, by their pow
erful and valuable efl">!8s. 1\lany adverfcuies indeed, 
foon rofe up to contradiCt or to corrupt them; and i~ is 

... - . .. ... 

Q I am fenfibl~ it is often pretendEd, that fc\-eral infidels ha~c 
been men of llllblemifhed ~ ~lOralS. Coliins ,vas a good Dl:ul, 

fay Come, and Shaftefb~ry was yet a better man. Perhaps, 
there individu~s might DGt be chargeable \vitIl the mof\. open 
diffolution, and gro~t:lt fcnf\lality, ~hich \vould h~\"c been in
confifte~t witll theil' gi~ing tllcmfelves to ~lofe ftudy 8.lld appli
catit:n. Betides, the}'" \VllO arr~\llted \vitIl fo much boldnefs, 
eftablifhecl OpiJlions, Il.llft lla'-e beell uncler a· confiderable r~· 
ftraint, from a regard to tllt:ir cha!'act:er and caufe. This OUgilt 
not to be rejctl~d as an ilnprooallle iuppofition, or uncharitabie 
allegatio~l againlt tlleDl, \':li) fo libcl'aii}- repl-03.cil othcrs~ "~lith 
infincere, hypocritical, anel faint-like prelences. But after &L!l, 
making even the largeft aJlow~nces, there is one pi~ce of COI1-

duet, of '\\'hich both t11i! abO\·e-llallled perions ,vere habitually 
guilty, Wllicll it is impofiible for me to reconcile lyjth good 
morals, eYen UPOll the la.~cft principles that Ila,"e e'''er }'et ~ecn 
avo\ved. \Vhat I lllcan '~~:lS, tl~cir lblcnl:lly recci'''illg the ho
I)· facramcllt, to q'lulify themfel,·cs for bearing 'office j'!l tlleir 
~OUlltl'y, thougll they believed it to be altoge~hcr impofture alld 
deceit. Tllis \\'as fliCll a piece of grots 811d aggl'aYCl.ted difii
mulation, as it is inlpofllble citllcr to defclld in itll·ll~ or to f\lp. 
llofc COlliiflcnt \\·itll ill!cgrity \11)011 tIle wll(,le. . 
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Iiludl to be lamented that they are, at prer~nt, by many, 
Co boldly and fo vi01ently oppoft;d in this once happy 
iDand. But we may venture: to affirm, that when the 
tloC\rine of the crofs retained its purity and filnplicity thell 
was tnle religion, including every moral virtue, ft:en to 
grow fronl it as its fruit. On the other hand when and 
\\"hcrever it I.as been rUll do\vn, and a pretended moral 
(loc1rine has beell illtrocluced, to tile prejudice and fub
,oerfion of the grace of God, it hath been always followed 
by a dduge of profauenefs and immorality in practice. 
It is cary and common (0 dHguife the truth by mifrepre
ft:ntation, or to vilify it hy opprobrious titles. It is eary to 
Jlretend a warm zeal for the great do8rines of morality, 
and frcquer-ly to repeat, in a pulpit, the neceffity of ho. 
lincfs in general; but all impartial perfol1s ought, and the 
world in gener)l will judge, more by works than by words. 
Let LS fuppore, for example, the old objeaion revi\'ed 
againft a milliner who preaches the d08.rine of grace, that 
it loofens th~ obl;gations to holinefs of life. The objeaion 
is, of all • others, the moO: fpecious: }"et, if that milliner 
difchilrges his duty with zeal and diligence, watches over 
his people's fouls, reproving, rebuking, exhorting with all 
long fLItTering and doB:rine; is nriEt and holy in his own 
cO:lverfation, abhorring and 8yillg fraln the fociety of tile 
ungodly; and if the efFetl of his minitlry be to turn many 
fil111ers fronl the error of their wa)'s, alit! to make an in
telligent, ieriolls, regdar peop1e, the accufation will not 
be rt:ceived: and who will fly that it ought? On the other 
hand, is any miniller more covetous of the fleece, than. 
(iiligent lor the \\'elfare of the flock; cold and he:lrtlefs in 
I:is facrecl \york, but luud anci noify in promifcuous and 
fooliOl convert:~tiOJ1; clrelels or partial in tIle exercife of 
difcipline» cover~ng or palliating the fins of the great, 
becaufe they may promote him; making friends and cOin. 
p:tuions of prorane perfons; though this nlan's zeal1hould 
burn like a flame againfi: Antinomianifm, and though his 
own unvarit:d firain fhould be the neceffity of bolinefs, I 
would ne\'er toike him to be any of its real friends. 

Let us not, my brethern, decei\"e ourfdves, or attempt 
to ueceive others by i)laufi.~le pretences. Let us all be 
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zealous for good works; not the name. but tbtt thing. 
Let us not expetl to promote them by a little cold reafan. 
ing, or afFt:aed flowery declamation; but by the fimpli. 
city of the gofpel; by the dOClrine of the crofs, which will 
not only tell men that they ought to he holy, hut effeauaUy 
bring them to that happy flate. 1'he leading principle 

. of true holinefs, according to the gofpel, is a deep and 
grateful fenfe of redeeming Jove. "For the love ofChrifl 
" conftraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one died 
., for all tllen were all dea() j allcl that he died for all, that 
t.' they which live, flIould not henceforth live unto them. 
" felves, but unto him Wllicll died for thenl, and rofe 
" again." a 

In the 3d place, from what has been raid on this fubjeCt: 
you may fee, in a very flrong light, how neceffary it is, 
that minifiers 1110uld be, not only really but vifibly and 
eminently 1101y; and with ho\v mucil care they are bound 
to avoid every appe,arance of evil. ·fhere are fome mi
niflers who ·firongly plead for liberty and free~lom, an<J 
loudly complain of the malice, uncharitablenefs, and cen·.· 
forioufnefs of the world. ,rrhey feem as if they defired, 
nay, which is niH more {ooliOl, expeCted, that no part of 
their conduCt fhould be attended to, 9r any inference 
dra\vn from it \\"ith refpeCl: to their charaCl:er. This \\,ill 
never be the cafe till they are invifible. It appears, from 
what hath been faid in the preceding difcollrfe, that it is 
the right and the duty of every man to try a mininer by 
his frllits. Ignorallce indeed, may fOoletimes be guilty 
of miftakes to our prejudice, and malice or ellVY nlay go 
too far; yet this is only \vhat we ought to lay Otlr aCCOullt 

with, and it filoulcl excite us, not to a contempt of tI1e 
judgment of others, but to greater flriClnefs and circum. 
iPec\:ion, that "tlley may be afhanled WllO falfely accufe 
" our good converfat'ion ill Cllrifl. " 

It is very hurtful ill tIllS as ill many other cafes, wIlen a 
nlan vie\vs tllings only on one fide. Some are apt to im
pute fo much to the m"Uce and uncharitablenefs of the 
worlci, that tIley feldom or never tllink themfelves truly 
guilty of any offence or mifcarriage. I am perfuaded m~ .. 

• (i 2 CDr .. v. J 4. 



'" ils Iloral h!lllltn(t~ 

ny are in a manner blinded to the errors of their own con· 
duCt, by this very cirtumfiance. Or, if they cannot but 
be fenfible that they have been guilty of fomething that 
was \vrong, wIlen the fault is aggravated hy rel}ort, tlley 
feern to tllink that tl1is atones for an}:" thing rea)))' blame .. 
worthy, and fo are hardened both againfi confeffion and 
repentance. 1'0 fpeak without prejudice, it is more than 
probable, that we are as mach chargeable with unguarded 
anc) offel1live COlldllCt, on the one hand, as tile ,,'or}(l with 
precipitate ('1" partial judgment on the other. It hath been 
fometimes obferved, that the multitude or common people 
are but poor judges of a man's ability or learning, but they 
are very good judges of his life. There is a great deal of 
trutll ill tllis obfervation; an(i to fupport it I add, that 
even a Ilypocritical pretence is extremely hard to Inain 
tain, and fo often betrays itfelf by little circunlfiances, that 
there are very few whofe real charaCter is not better under
flood by the world than by thefl.lfelves. The chief excepti
on I know to this is the cafe of violent party difputes. The 
injufiice done to charaaers on each fide there, is very 
great. If you take a man's character from one to whom . 
he flands in part}F oppofition, }'OU muf! concei,'e Jlim not 
a man but a monfter. But (letting this afide, which does 
tlot fall within the compafs of our prefent 1ubjeCt) in ge
neral, it is iurely mllch more becoming, and it is illfinite-
1y more fafe for us to fufpect ourfelves, than to complain 
of hard meafure from the world. Let us therefore, by 
(loubling our diligence in every perfonal alld lllinifierial 
duty, endeavor to " make our light fo 1hine heloT\! men, 
" that they may fee our good works, and glorify our F atht!r 
't. wl1icll is ill heaven. "a 

In the 4th place I luufi now take the liberty, in fideli. 
ty to the truft committed to me, to be a little more parti
cular in the application of this fubjeC1:, and to enquire, 
whether minHlers are not, in a good mealure, chargt'able 
with the low flate to which religion is at prefent reduced. 
l\1ay I not fay without offence, that an eminent, holy, di
ligent, and fuccelsful golj)el minifiry was once the glory 
and blefiing of this part of the united kinguom! But how 

a 1\'1 ~1. t t • \.. 1 6. 
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are we fince fallen aflee p ! C' How is the gold become 
&, dim! How is the moll fine gold changed! rrhat there 
is a diflerence is plain; and that this difference does not 
lie in inferior abilities or a lefs proportion of learning, is 
equally certain. I anl fenfible, that this is a part of my 
fubjeCt which \vould require to be touchecl \\'ith a very 
tender and delicate hand, and that, perhaps, I run as great 
a hazard to inflanle and exafperate the tore, as to bring 
any effeCtual cure. 1'his is, indeed, itfelt~ one flrong 
fymptotTI of our difeafe, that \ve Call110t endure plain deal
ing; and there is not a fingle circumfiance, in \vhich there 
is a greater difft::rcnce between this and the preceding age. 
What in former tioles would have been reckoned (to fpeak 
in their language) no more than plainnefs and minilltrial 
freedom, would no\v be called the UlOn flanderous invec. 
tive and unpardonable abufe. Infiead, therefore, of taking 
upon me to fay who are chiefly to be blanled as the crilni ... 
nal caufes of it, I fball only affirm and lament the me. 
lancholy effeCt, that \ve hav~ in many places of this church 
a clef piled, foriilken, ufelefs minifiry ; that many of the 
people have gone from mountain to mountain, and for
gotten their reUing place, ,vhile a {lin greater nUlnber is 
taft afleep in ignorance, fecurity, and {loth. \Vhere is 
that union, that nlutual efieelll and affection, which once 
fllbfified bet\veen 111inifiers and their people. It n1ufi be 
acknow leaged, that their influence and authority is now 
in a great nleafure lon, and therefore I may fafcly con
clude that their ufefulnefs is gone. rrhat the fault is an 
on one fide, is neither a nlodeft nor a probable fuppofition. 
Should \ve throw the blame off ourfelves, \vhat a terrible 
load nltdl \\'e thereby lay upon others? \ve fiUn fuppote 
and fay, that under :to blanlenefs lninifiry, under the beft 
and puren of inHruC\:ion, one part of the nation is funk in 
brutality and floth, and the other rent in pieces by divifi .. 
011, and religion Ion in the fury of contending parties. 

"\IV" e n1ay fay fo, my brethren, and fome do fay what 
amounts to the fame thing, but it is not credible. I do 
therefore, in the nloll earntfi: manner befeech everv minif
ter in this audience, ferioufly to think, how far -he hath 
given jufi caufe to his people to defpife his perron, or de-
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lert his ~ininraticn$. Let us not fo in6ft upon the igno
rance, prejudices, and we. kntfs of tile giddy multitude, as 
if a failure on our part was imptJffible. We may be fome. 
times blamed in the wrong place; hut we have, perhaps; 
as much refpeB: in general, as w(; really deferve. Do not 
think it is fuRicient that you are free from grofs crimes, fuch 
as blafphemy, riot, and uncle.n Juft. Blc:ft"ed be God; 
nothing of this kind would yet be fufFered among us with~ 
out cenfure. But there are many other things, whichj 

either leparately or together, render a minifter jumy con. 
temptible, on which no law, eithercivil or eccJefiaffic can 
lay bold. If one ret apart to the fervice of Chrift ip the 
gofpel, manifefily {hows his duty to be a burden, and does 
n.) IDore work than is barely fuffitient to fcreen him froll' -tenfure; if he reckons it a Riece of impro~ement how rei. 
dom or how fhort he can preach, and makes his boaR bow 
Dlany omiffions he has brought a patient and an ~njured 
people to endure without complaint; while at the fame
~ime, he cannot fpeak with temper of thofe who are wi) .. 
ling to do more than himfelf; howelFer impoffible it may 
be to afcertain his faults by a Jibel, he jufUy merits the 
detefiation of every faithful minifier, and every real 
Chriflian. 

rrhe things here in view; though they are eamy feeot 
are difficult to defcribe; and; therefore, IfhaU not attempt 
to be more particular. But I cannot forbear warning you 
againfi, and pointing out the evil of two pieces of difiu •• 
i.lefty; which may poffibJy be found united to gravity and 
decency in other refpeas. One of them is cammon in
our neighbor kingdom, and may poffibly h~ve taken place 
aniong us, though I cannot ~Jlifril it. The other, I am 
certain, hath mOan}' tilTleS tali,I.:il place in the church of 
Scotland. The tirft is a minifier's fubfcribing articles of 
(loCl:rine, which lle does not believe. 1'11is is fo direft 
a "iolation of fillcerity, tllat it is afionifh"ing to think, ho\v 
mC!n can fet their lnil"lds at eare in the profpefl, or keep 
them in peace after the deliberate commiffion of it. rrhe 
very excllfes and evafions, tllat are ofFere<l in defence of it, 
are: a difgrace to reafon as well as a fcandal to religion. 
\\That fuccefs can be expected from that man's minifiry,. 

'\T 0 L. II. .3 F 
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who begins it with an aCt of ruch complicated guilt. How 
ean he take UpOll him to reprove others for fin, or to train 
them up in virtue and true goodnefs, while himfelf is 
chargea~le with direCt, premeditated, and, perpetual per
jury. I know nothing fo nearly refembling it, as thore 

. ·~afes in trade, in \vhich men make falfe entries, and at 
once fcre~t1 and aggravate their fraud, by [wearing, or 
l!aufing others to f wear contrary to truth. This is jufily 
reputed fcandalous even in the world, and yet I know no 
circumftance in which they differ, that d.oes not tend to 
fuow it to be .lefs criminal than the other . We are not 
yet fa much hardened in this fin as many in our neighbor 
·chur.ch, for I have never found any among us fa bold as to 
profers arrl defend it. But, if no fuch thing is at all admit. 
ted among us, 'Vhy is there fo heavy a fufpicion of it ? 
Why do fo Inany complain, that the great and operative 
doarines of the gofpel are withdrawn, and an unfubfian. 
tial theory of virtue fubfiituted in their place? Or why 
are not [ueh cOlnplaints put to filence., fince it m~y be fo 
eafily done? Appearances are certainly ruch as will war
rant me in mentioning it upon this occafion: and I have 
partic~larly chofe~ to introduce it upon this fubjea, that 
I may attack it not as an error, but as a fraud; not as a 
tninak~ in judgment, but an infiance of grofs di1honefiy 
and infincerity of heart. Suppofing, therefore. that there 
may poffibly be truth in the charge againfi fome of us, I 
muft beg every' minifier, but efpecially thofe yosng per. 
fbns who have an eye to that facred office to remember; 
that God will not be mocked, though the \vorld may be 
deceived. In his fight1 no gravity of deportment, no 
pretence to freedom of enquiry, a thing excellent it itfelf, 
no regular exercife of the right of pri vate judgnJent, will 
1varrant or excufe fuch a lie for gain, as folenlnly to fub .. 
fcribe '\that they do not believe. 

The other particular I propofed to mention is the fo .. 
lemn attenation of nlen's characters, not only in general. 
but for particular qU3.1ities, without any fatisfying know .. 
ledge whether the thing affirmed is true or falre. This 
hath been often done in the church of Scotland, not by 
p'arti~ular perfons, with \vhom w~ might rellounce.r<:lati. 
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on, but by confent of many, gravely and deliberately in 
confiituted courts. Can \\'e avoi(l maki11g the following 
obvious but melancholy refletlion. How great is the 
blindnefs of men to thofe fins which are introduced by 
degrees and countenanced by prevailing fathion? Should 
we be told by an hiftorian of credit, that, in one of thQ 
dark and corrupt ages of popery, it was common for a~ 
dy of minifters, when defired, to give a figned attefta
tion to particular perfons, that they were aria obte"ers 
of the fabbath, and worfhipped God regularly in their fami
lies, while the perfons attefting knew nothing of the mat
ter, .and, in faa, with regard to Come of them, it was ab
folutely falfe-Would there be a diffenting voice in affir
ming, that fuch men muD: have been 10ft to all feofe of in
tegrity, and utterly unworthy of regard? . What fball we 
fay, if the fame thing is done among us every day, and de~ 
fended by no better argument than the judgment of chari
ty, which believeth all things? Charity teaches us to be
lieve no ill of another without fatisfying evidence, and for
bids us to f pread it, although it be true, without appartnt 
neceffity. But will charity either juftify or excufe us, in 
folemnly affirming a pofitive faCt, the exiftence of which 
is uncertain in itfelf, and to us unknown. I do not take 
upon me to ray that all are bad men who are guilty, by 
aCt or confent, of this pratlice, becaufe I do not know how 
far the plea of ignorance or mifiake my go; but this may 
be fafely faid that they do in a public capacity, what, if 
they were to do in a private capacity between man and 
man, would render them contemptible, or infamous, or 
both. -

There two particulars have often brought reproach up
on the church of Scotland, to which it is very difficult to 
make a proper ~eply. Would to God the oceaGon given 
for it were wholly taken away. In the mean time, every 
one who has a jun regard to the glory of God, or the fuc. 
cefs of his own :work, will elldeavour to maintain ruch an 
uniformity of charaaer, as will bear that examination, to 
which it ought in juftice, and muO: of needlity be exPQ~ 
f~d. . 
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In Jhe 1" place. I mull beg leave to fpeak a few w~ 
to the people in FO~ 011 the fubj::fi of this difconrfe .. 
Y CRl DlaY r >:am, my brethren. from the preceding dif. 
courf~. by .. hat role you-ought to j\lJge~ .in all religious 
eont .. -~:' ~ .. ~1eS, where a determi~ation is n«eil'uy.. Try all 
"principles by their etreas, and every penon's pretences 
by his (.GOduR. Eumime,' u &r as you have proper 
evidence, .ho bavt\ real and vital religion moll at heart, 
·and what means do aretlually promote it. Belie,·e not 
eyety pro.~~ but fee .. hich is moll continent in all i~ 
parts. Have patience, in dif6cult fares, till the tree bave 
~me to bring its fruits to maturity. 1ime will often 
Write a clear and legible cbaratlu., on wbat was very dark 
and dubious at firft. ,~ , 
· ) t is . probabl~ lOme ~in be ready to fay, there is no 
{mall doubtfulnef's in this rule itfelf. There may be found 
good men of many difl"eRnt puties, bOw then fhall we 
judge between them ?' -- I anCwer, wherever there is true 
-reli~ there petfons are to be confidenxl as the fernnts 
of God, and his grace in them is to be confi:ifed without 
'JeIuaance, and adored with thankfulnefs. "1'here wiU, 
neverthelefs, . be nill fuf&cient . means to diftinguifh be. 
tween one pro~ &nd another, which bath the gJ eateft 
influence in making men truly goed. There may be? here 
and there. a good man under 'Very gl eat difadnntages. 
This may fcrve to keep us from' a bigotted narrownefs of 
mind, and uncharitable condemnation of others. But it 
will never occafi~ in any prudent Flon, a departure 
from there principles, and that difpenfatinn of oroinanees, 
which he fteS to be beft for building him up in hclinefs 
and comfort, through faith unto falvalion. Tbe truth is, 
one gteat'defign of this difcourfe was to teach men to dif. 
tinguifh lle~ween the upright :lnd the wortb1efs of aU feas. 
Tunl your zeal from parties to perfons. Do not reproach 
or oppofe men merely becaufe they are of this or the other 
penuafi~. But wherever there is a wicked or a ,,~orld. 
ly man in the ofIiee of a miniiler~ avoid the wolfin fIlet})'s 
clothinS for foot own fake, and, if polIible, -drag off his 
difguife, that others may not be his prey. '\loat doth it 
lignify what panya man is of, if the foundations are de. 
- , ' • 



IJy its Moral Injlumt~. 413 

ftroyed, and truth and b',~iners, there inreparable compani. 
ons, are trampled u· (ier foot? '\Then fhall the time 
tome, w~n the fmcere lovers of Chrift, of every denomina. 
tion, fhall join together in oppofition to his open enemies 
and treacherous friends? There is a wonderful, though 
a natural union, among aU worldly men, againfi the fpi
rit and power of true religion wherever it appears.. I am 
forry to add, that this is one of the inftances in which the 
children of this world are wifer in their generation than the 
children of light. Jtfany will not meet together on earth 
for the worlhip of God, who fhall have but one temple at 
Jaft, where all from the eaft alld from the "refi, from the 
north and from the fouth, fhall meet, and join in their Cre
ator's and Redeemer's praife. The tenns of admiflion jo
to, and of exclufion from this happy dwelling, are recor. 
ded in tIle following remarkable terms, ,,·ith which I fball 
conclude this difcourfe, as indeed they are the fum of all 
that has been faid in it, "And there fhaU in no wife enter 
" into it any thing that defileth, neither whatfoever work
u eth abomination, or maketh a lie, but they which are 
.C' written in the Lamb's boOk of life. ,J a 

tI Rev. xxi. ~1. 
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SERMON 39. 

Ple.bed ia the Abbey Church or hitler, OIl Th~. 
September Tth, I1S8, at the OrdiDatioa of Mr. Aacal
ltALD DAVIDSON, as ODe of the MiDifters of that Churd.. 
To which is fobjoined, the charge to the Miaifter, ... 
the ExhortatiOD to the People. Publifbcd at the defile of 
thoCe who heard it. 

• • •• 

ACT S x9ii. 6. Iaft c1awe. 

71nr tAtd IwIoe tuTW tA~ 7110,111." • ••• en m. Ai,., 
M" 

My BR.ETH1lEIi, 

"TOU have had, of late, freqfJent opportunities of 
.1 hearing difcourfes on the minifterial chara8er and 

office. Thefe fubjcfu, indeed, ha~ on occa&ons of this 
and a fimiJar nature, been fo often and fo "'~u bandied, 
that it is hard to fay any thing on them, which fhall nrc 
be either bare repetition, or an alteration very much for 
tile worfe. I have therefore made choice at this time or 
a fubjefl fomewhat different, but the ufefulnefs of which, 
both to minifters and people may be ea61y difcemed. 

A great part of the (acre<! volume confaBs of hinory. 
And, as the knowledge of paft events,: and the hinory of 
ma.nkind in general, is an impro\~ing fiudy; Co there is 
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no objea of Rudy more pleafant or more profitable, than 
that extenfive view of the great plan of Providence which 
is exhibited to us in the word of God. There we have 
accefs to obferve the power, the wifdom, and the grace of 
the various revelations of the divine will, given in fuc
ceflive ages, their correfpondence one to another, and how 
well each is fuited to the fearon, and other circnolfiances 
of i!s difcovery. ....\bove all, it is ufeful and delightful td 
obferve, the perrea union and harmony of the whole, and 
the feveral ftriking and difiinguifhing charaCters that are 
to be found on -all the works of the one, eternal and un~ 
changeable God. · 

This uniformity is in nothing more remarkable, t11~n 
in the fufFerings of good men, and their c2.11fe:;. True 
religion being the fame in fubfiance in every age, we may 
expea to find a very ftrong likenefs in all the real fer.; 
vants of God, however diftant the periods in which they 
make their appearance. A conformi~y of fiate alfo may 
be expeB:ed, as wen as a fimilarity of charatler. They 
have the fame end in view, they tread in the fame path~ 
and therefore mull m~et with refinance from the fame 
enemies. There was from the beginning, and there wiIi 
be to the end of the world, a firife and conflict between 
the righteous and the wickecl, between "the feed of the 
" woman, and the feed of the ferpent." And, in parti.; 
cular, it is natural to fuppofe, that nander and calumny_ 
will be always one of the weapons ufed by the enemies of 
the truth. We have no reafon then to be furprifed, that 
every good man fhould have occafion to fay with the PfaIm.; 
in David, and with a greater than he, the Son of David; 
~. They laid to ~y charge things that I knew not." 

This was the cafe with the apofile Paul and his com.;
pan ion, in the paffage of hinory of ~vhich my text is a part. 
But the nature of the accufation here brought againfl them 
feems to be fingular, and to merit particular attention. 
-rhey were tIle fer\yants and the nlinifiers of tIle Prince 
of peace. Their office was to preach and publifh the gor.; 
pel of peace. 1~heir doc.trine was full of meeknefs an(l 
love. The}' difcovered tile lo\'e of God to me11 j and, 
after the example of their maner, they charged men tCiJ 
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idve one another. They were mean in their outwatd 
appearance, and neither poffdfed, nor claimed any earth
]y dominion: In one word, they had nothing about then. 
that one would think could gh·e jealoufy to the civil pow
er, tllat cotlld fcem formidable or dangerous to any cha. 
raaer or dafs of men~ Yet here they are charged as fedi. 
tious, as difiurbers -:0 the public peace, as enemies to the 
government. "1'hefe that have turned the world upfide 
c, dawn are cOme hither alfo.~ 1'befe all do contrary to the 
" decrees of Crefar, fay i ng, That there is another king, 
"one Jefus_" What fort of an accufation is this? not 
only falfe but improbable. Does not tile arch.enemy, the 
accufer of t)1e brethren, feem tb have failed in his ufual 
fkill? Is there. the lean profpeCl: of fuccefs in fo groundlefs 
a c}large~? . 

But "9ihat fhaU we fay; if, upoii ail accurate examina
tion it be found, that t~e fame charge hath~ been brought 
~gainfi the· ferVants of God in every age? That none hath 
been advanced with greater boldnefs, and none with 
greater fuctefs? Nay, perhaps, that it is the fingle ftand~ 
ing charge, from which their enemies have never departed 
nnee the beginning of the world, and which; of aU others, 
hatlt been rno'l! readily aod moll univerfally believed. In 
otllct in-fiances, the reproaches thrown npon the children 
of God have been oppofite, and mutually deflruaive of 
each other. Chrift himfelf, when his zeal in his Father'S 
bufinefs made him f(;rgetto eat bread, was faid to be befide 
himfelf; and mad. At otller times he was cal~ed a cun
ning deceiver and mafier of the curious arts.: But in this, 
his e'nemies-, and thore of llis people, have tlel'er varied. 
And theit futcefs has 'leen equal to their malice. They 
crucified him as an enemy to Crerar, with the title of ufllr
pation writtenl over him;" and they llave compellecl all hi~ 
difciples after Irim, to· bear his crofs,. and to groan under 
the ,:veight of the lame unjun and fianderous charge. 

There are few fubjetl:s more worthy of the ferious at
tention of thote who firmly believe the word of God. None 
lV h ich . will afic:)rc\ greater occafion to a{lore the m)7fl:erious 
del)th of llivirle Proviclence, or ftlrlliih 1110re inflructive 
lef}ons to ft.l e 1:1 as clefire to hold on ",ith fleadinefs in the 
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paths of true religion. Above all, this fubjeCl: may bt 
ufeful to minH1:ers of the geipel. It will contribute to af. 
certain tIle charatler Wl1ich they Ollght to bear; to (lireC\ 
them in their daty; to prepare them for, and fortify them 
againfl the trials which it is impoffible they can avoid. 

In difcourfing further upon this fubjec\ it is propofcd, 
tbrough the affiftance of diyine grace, 

I. By a fhort hiflorical dedotlion, chiefly from the holy 
Scriptures. to fbew, That the charaCter of feditious, trot,
blefome, and diforderly, hath been conflantly given by 
wicked men to the fervants of God. 

II. To enquire, and endeavor to point ottt, what it is 
in trut! religion tllat gives occafion to tllis charge, alld 
Inakes the world prone to believe it .. 

In the laft place~ T'J make fome prafiical improvement 
()f what IDay be faiel. 

I retnrll to the nrfi of there, viz. 
I. By a1hc.rt hiflQrical deduction, to {hew, That the 

charaCter of feditious, troubleiome, and diforder)y~ hath 
been conftant:ly given by wicked Inen to the fervants of 
God.---It wO\lld not be difficult to point out fom~thing of 
this fpirit prevailing in the world, from the life· of almoft 
every good nlal1, l\~hote name fian(ls upon recor(), how. 
ever fllort and general tIle aCCOllnt be, that is given of 
many of them in Scripture. But, as much of w-hat might 
.properly enough fall un{ler this l1ea(1, will be neceffary in 
the iHuflration of the fecond; to prevent confufion and 
repetition, I fhaU content Inyfdf with fome leading in. 
flances, in very different ages, froln the earlieR to the: 
lateft times. 

1'he firn I fhall mention is, a pa{fage as extraordinary 
in its nature, anti as finglliar ill its circlllllfiances, as any 
that hiliory afforcls. It is the meeting of Ahab and I~lijab, 
in the time of a great f,lllline in the land of Ifrael. Ahab, 
that· profane prince, h~\d hy his apollacy and idolatry, 
brOltght down the judgment of a righteous God, both on 

.\ 
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his kingdom and on his houfe. '\"e are told, " That he 
la' (lid nlore to provoke tIle Lord Go<l of Ifrael to anger, 
" than all the kings of Ifrael that were before him. "l' He 
had perfecuted the worfhippers of the true God with un~ 
relenting violence; ant), as it was natllral to expetl, he 
Ilate(l with uncommon rancor, and difiinguiihe(i by un
£ommOll feverity, aU the prophets who continued fled~ 
faft in the caufe of truth. As many of thenl as he could 
lay hold of, he had put to death. · Ho had hunted for 
Elijah, not only through a.11 the kingdom of IfraeJ, but 
tllrough the neighl)oring nations, as we fill(l reJated by 
Obadiah his principal fervant, "As the Lord thy God 
,~ liveth, tllere is no nation or kingdom wllitller my )0 rd 
" hath Ilot fent to feek thee: and \vhen they raid, He 
" is not there: he took an oath of the king<lom an<l na
" tion that they found thee not." b After all this feve~ 
rity on his part, when Elijah, by the command of God 
-went out to meet him, fee the form of his falutation; "And 
~ it came to pars, when Ahab raw Elijah, that 1\hab raid 
" unto him, Art thou he that troubletll Jrrael ?"c To 
this the prophet makes the following firong and juft reply, 
"I have not troub1ed Ifrael; bllt ,thou :lnd tllY fatller's 
" houfe~t have troul,led Ifrael, in that tholl haft forfal\:en the 
"comman(lments of tIle Lord; alld tllOU ~afi follo\\"c{l 
" Baalilll. " 

Anotller inflance fimilar to tl1e former mal' be found in 
Jehoflla11hat' ancl j\hab's COllfllltati~ll l)efore gOillg out to 
battle. .., And Jehofhaphat faid, b there not here a pro-
4~ phet of the Lord befides, that we may enquire of him? 
" Arld tIle king of Ifrael faitl unto .. Tehofllal)hat, rrllere is 
" yet orle matl (1vlicaiah the fi>n of Imlal-l) lly whonl we 
" may enquire of the Lord; but I hate h~rn, for he doth 
" not '})rophefy good conceriling nle, but eviJ."d Here, 
)'OU fee~, l\licaiah was tIle objeCt of hatre!(l 8l1<\ a\'erfiot~, 
becaule he denounced the judgment of God againfi the 
killg'S 'Aricl{eclnefs. rrhal vengeance whicll Ile himfelf 
not only merite(l, but folicite(i by his crinlC!s) ~Yas atlrib~. 
ted to malice in the prophet. 

~ 1 I\~llS'1 ~vi. 33. h I Kings xviii. 1 O. t ll,id. vcr. 17. 
d 1 Kings x,~ii. 7, ~, 
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See an inf,lance of a general accufation of this kin4 
~gainft all the worlhippets of the true God, by Haman in 
~he book of EJlher. ~, And Haman fai<.} unto king Aha:
~, fuerus, There is 3 certain pe9p1e fcatteretl abroad, and 
~, difperfed among the peop1e in all the provinces of thy 
" kingdQm, and their laws are diverfe from all people, nei: 
" ther keep they the king's laws; therefore it is not for 
~, th~ king's profit to fu~er them."a 

Th!! prophet Jeremiah met with the fame treatment at 
~ifFerent time~. ~either prin(:e, nor priefis, 1)or prophets, 
were able to bear without refentOlent.. the threatening~ 
~'hich b~ denounced in th~ nanle of Gou. :., Now it caOle 
" to pars, w~en Jeremiah had .mal~e an end of f peaking 
~, all that the Lord had comm~nded him to fpeak unto all 
" the people, that the priefis and the prophets, and all the 
~~ peop'e too~ him, faying, Thou fua1t furely die. 'Vhy 
" haft thou prophetied iq ~he nam~ of the Lord, faying, 
" 1"hi~ ho~fe {hall Jle like Shilol1, and this city fuall be de:
I' folat~ without a~ inhabjt~nt, anq all the people wer~ 
~, gathered . ~gainn Jeremiah ifl t~e honfe pf the Lord.b
" Then fpake th~ priefi$ and the prophets unto the prin
~, ~es and ~o al~ the people, fayil1g, rrhis man i~ \\?orthy to 
" die., for he 4ath prQphefie4 a~ainfl this city, as you have 
~, hearq with your ear~." ~ \\7 e fil1(l hiln after\\~ards ex-
prefsly accufed ~f treachery on the fame account. " And 
~~ when he wa~ in the gat~ of ~njamin, a ~aptain of tJle 
~, war~ was ther~, whofe na~e wa~ Irijah, the fon of She. 
f' le~lah, the (on of Hananiah, and he topk Jeremiah the 
~, l)rQphet, raying, Thpu falleR a\\·ay to tile Clla](lealls. "l! 

"fhe prQP~et Amos is a~other inna~lce, precifdy paral
lel to the laIl. Becallfe of bis fi(lelity to God, he \\'as ill
vidiouqy reprefente4 as an "enemy to the king. "l'hen 
'C Amaziah th~ prien of Beth-el rent to Jeroboam l<ing of 
" Ifrae1, jayiI~g, An10s hath confpited againft thee in the 
t' mi(lfl Qf the houfe ~f ~frael: tIle land is 110~ ~ble to bear 
~, all his \\'ords. '~e' . . " . . 

Our bJefi'ed Lord an~l Saviour (ell und~r the fame accu
fat ion. However plain and artlefs his carriage, he is caIl-

t '" ~ • \ • ,. ".. _.' I • • • • 

a E fi )1 e r iii. a. h J cr. x x\' i . 8 ~ ~l. C I hid. y C 1· • 1 1. 

d Jer. xx:"yii. I J. Sec aIfo cliap. xx~.~vii~. 4. "Anlos ,"ii. 1 O. 
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~ a deceiver of the people. "There was touch murmur. 
" iog among the people concerning him, for fome faid, 
" he is a good man: others faid, Nay, but he deceiyetb 
" the people."a Ilis enemies endeavored to embroil him 
with the civil government by this infidious queftion, " Is 
~, it lawful to give tribute to Czfar, or not ?,J And that 

. which brought him at Jan to the crofs was the fame pre
tended crime. "And from thenceforth PiJate fought to 
~, releafe him: but the Jews cried out, faying, If thou let 
" this man go, thOll art not Crerar's friend: whofoevet 
" maketh bimfeJf a king, fpeaketh againft Clefar."" 

I fhall dofe this view of the Scripture hinory, with the 
paffage of which my text is a part. The whole crime of 
the apoflle Paul, and his companion, was preaching the 
~locl:rine of the crofs of Chrifi, his great and darling tl~eme. ,V' e aT.: told, he 'e. opened" and " alledged, that Chrifl mull: 
" needs have fuffered, and riren again from the dead.'· 
Then the Jews, to whom this doClrine ahvays was a flume 
l>ling-block, were " moved with envy," and endeavored to 
illfiame ~he refentlnent of the jclolatrous multitude: they 
took for tlleir affociates the moll: wicked and profligate. 
~, Certain lewd fellows of the bafer fort:" They I' ret aU 
" the city in an uproar:" And as, no doubt, the friends 
of Paul and Silas would endeavor to proteCt them from 
tIle injurious affault, their enemies very gravely charge 
llle-m as tIle a~tllors of the confufion, both there and eIre
\vhere. ~~ TJley that Ilave turned the \\·orld upficle down, 
" are come hitller alf9." 

Having produced there infiances from the holy Scrip
ture$, which are liable to no exception, I fuan fay but 
little on the fubfequent periods of the church. Only in 
general, the fame Ij>irit will be found to have prevaUed ill 
every age. 'Vlloever will take the pains to look into the 
Ilillory of the cllurcll before tIle reforo1ation, catlnot fail 
~o obferve, that when anyone, either among the clergy 
or laity~ was bold enough to reprove the errors in de>arine, 
pr the ambition, luxury, and worldly lives of his cotem. 
rol"arie~, he was immediately branded as a faCtious and 

a J 01111 '" i i. 1 2. 
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clibdetly perfon. and often fe,~11 punilhed IS an ~ • 
• y to the peace ol the charch. 

That this was the cafe with the lirft rdOrmefSt both It 
I»ome and abroad .. is too ~Jl known to Aetd any procI .. 
ADd we have had AiD more 1U~nt examples or it in both 
puts 01 the united anpm. ·fhe nobIc: flrug1e which 
maDy in England made, about an hundred yeaTS ago, for 
their liberties facred and civil, Iii I bears the nao.e of the 
paRd rebellion. And it is renurk;able.. that, howevn 
jaR a title they had to fta..~ up for their rights. men and 
Cbriftians,. yet their doin, fo 3t that ti~ .. was in a gteat 
.teafure owiog to ~ fury and yiolence of their enemies. 
who wea~ in every refpea the aggrdfers. A very judi. 
cious hiftorian fays on this fobjca.. "1nat .~hich, upon 
.. the whole, was the great a.ufe of tLt. parliament's 
"ftn:ngth and the kiog"$ ruin.. ~ tbat tbe debauched . 
a nbble through the ~ took all that were called Puri. 
e, tans for their enemies; Co that if a man did hut pray in 
.' Dis famil,. or were but heard repeat a (ermo" .. or fing' 
" pfallll .. they pr-efently cried out .. Rebels. roundheads. and 
" aU their money and good~ that were portable, proved 
,. gailty .. how innocent {oever they .~re themfdv~s.. This 
" it was that filled the armies and gurifons of the parlia
III ment with faber pious men. Thoufands had no mind 
f' to medd:ewiththe wa~ blltgae:adytle6n:d to live peact. 
" ably at hOlDe, when the rage of 10Idiers and drullkanls 
~, wOQid not {uffer them. "6 

And in ScotlUld" after the reftoration .. though tben: was 
no ftruggle for ci\·illi~ny, all who chofe to obey G()(l 
rather than man, either in the fublla!lCe or circtlnlfiances 
of religious dllties, were ch.rged with tfeafon, and tuffered 
as rebels. ·r~y were ex Iklled from the c~urch; yd: 
cenfured as fchifmatics. Tiley were harraficd~ filled and 

• 

imprifoncd, wben living in ~ace, without any fault but 
., concerning the la\v of their God i" and }~et conlp)ain~d 
of as troublefome. They were banifhetl, exconlolunica .. 
ted, and dellietl the common beraefits of life; anl! }:et, 
when the extreme rigor of their oppreffors compelled 
them (0 take up arms in felf.defence, they were condemn-

• Calamy'~ I .. irt: of na~ter, Ch3P- I'·. 
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e! in Corm of law for refilling that government wllich ba4 
denied them its prot~ion. 

I forbear to add any more particulat- examples; but 
front the deduaion above giv~n, it wiD plainly appear, 
that 1rOrklly men have been always difpofed, tirft to op
prefs the children of God, and then to complain of injury 
from them, that by flander they might vindicate their op. 
Jftftion. 1'heir lander too, hath flill run in the fame 
jlrain i troublers of Ifrael, rleceiver9 of the people, ene· 
mies to Cefar, and turners of the world upfide down~ 
have been the opprobrious titles generally given to the 
100ft upright and moft faithful men, in every age and 
country. 

We proceed now, . 
II. In the fecond place, To enquire, what it is in true 

religion that gives occafion to this charge, and makes the 
world prone to believe it. 

That there muil be fomething of this kind is very evi
dent. So uniform an effea, could not take place without 
an adequate caufe. And., to a ferious and attentive ob
ferver, I am perfuaded it is not difficult to difcem. The' 

· general caufe of this effea: is, tbat, in an equivocal fenCe, 
the charge is jun. True religion does, indeed, give trou. 
ble and uneafinefs to wicked men, while they continue 
fuch; and it cannot be fuppofed, but they will deeply re
fent it. In order to illuftrate this a little more fully, I 
beg your attention to the three following obfervations. 

I. The example of the fervants of God, is a continual 
and fenfible reproach, to the contrary condua of the men 
of the world. Notbing can preferve peace to any man. 
but (orne Dleafure of felf.fatisfaClion. As a deceived heart 
turns the wicked aftde, fo the continuance of felf.deceit is 
neceffary to his tailing thole plealures of fin in which his 
miftaken happinefs is placed. To reproach his conduf.t, 
therefore, is to diUurb his dream, and to wound his peace. 
And as pride, however finely difguifed., has the dominion 
in every unrenewed heart, how oflenfive mull every fpc:
cies of reproof be, to men of this chara8er? Now t is not 
the e~ample of every good man, a fevere and fenfible, 
though fil~nt) reproof to the wic1(ed? '~ith whatever 



fpecious argUments men may fometimes plead for fili; 
with whatever falfe pretences they may often excufe and 
palliate it to their own minds, when it is brougbt into one 
'View with true religion, it is not able to bear the c:ompari. 
fon. The example of good men to the wicked is, like the 
fon upon a weak eye, diftrding and painful. It is excel..; 
lent in itfelf" but it is offenfive to them. If I may fpeak to; 
it ftafhes light upon the confcienee, roufes it from a Date or 
infenfible fecarity, »Dints its arrows, and fbarpens its fling. 
What elfe was it that produced the irft att of violence 
that Rands upon record, the murder of Abel by his bro. 
ther Cain 1 Of this the apofUe JOl111 (peaks in the follow .. 
ing terms, "Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, 
"and flew his brother: LYld wherefore, flew he him? 
.& Becaufe his own works \vere evil, and his brother' • 
• 1 righteous." 

And, as every worldly man's own t:onfcience is thus 
made troublefome to Dim by the e.~ample of the thildreu 
of God: fo it tends to ret fiollers at variance lrith one 
another, and expofes the conduB: of each to the cenfureof 
the reft. Sin; however univerfally pra8:ifed, is yet ge~ 
rally fhaineful. Confcience though bribed; and compara. 
tively blind in a manis own cafe, is often juft and impar .. 
tial, at leaR under far lefs bias, in the cafe of others;. It is 
in this way, and in this way alone, that the pohlic honor 
and credit of religion is preferved, amidft fo great a majo
rity who are enemies to it in their hearts.. Mull not tbeo; 
the example of a ftria and confdentious perfon, fet in the 
ftrongeft light the faults of thofe who aa: a contrary pa~ 
fo of len as they happen to full undel' nbfervation together. 
Nar, does it not open the eyes of the world upon many 
le[er blemifhes which would otherways efeape its notite ? 
The degree of fhame that attends any pra6ice, is always 
in proportion to the fenfe which the bulk of mankind have 
of the evil of it. And tllis fenfe cannot, by any nlean~ 
be more firengthened, than by an example of what is 
good; as deformity never appears fo fhocking as when 
compared \vith perfeCt beauty. ThtlS, a truly piOllS man 
is, by every inllanee of his vifiblo condut..ct, expoling t. 



tlF.vad~ ralne one or other, and by confcquence pro'-'" 
lil}~~ thc-i~ rclelltmellt. 

It i~ lOr this m!On that m~n difco,-er rucb • proneners 
to dil~:-;,}g~ ~\1tcry pro~etTaon of pi~ty fupa101' to their ~wn. 
Ho\\-- Cl'll,mon is it to ;aicribe CYtry filch :aprc:annce to 
\\'c.lkn~fs cr hypocri{v.. In the gen~nlity of wicked men 
t~i$ i~ Ilot 10 proJkrly malice as felf-defence. If they 
fhou~(t -.!low the: c~c~Jlcntt of' iucb 1 cbaratler, it _"ould 
be contkmning thc:mfel~es oct or their 01rb mouths. 
Their inwani n:8taion, in all probabililJ. is per£caly fie 
nlilar to that ot' the p~,rirte~ \\'hen Chrift alkcd them. 
\Vltethc:r the hlptifm of Jehu was ftom heaven, or of m~n ? 
&10 They reafon~ with tht-mICIYt~ raying, If we thaU fay 
(, frOlll he:t\'ell, he will f .. y unto U3. Why did ye not then 
"believe him?n In the tame nlanner, fhouId any confefs 
t!~ cxcd!cnce of a condua oppofite to their own. it would 
h! impofTable to avoid fa,ins to them; Why 00 Jf! then 
fa fin 3g.anfi light? . 
Eve~" one win ~~ that tbis mull nttdfarily b~d moll 

ftrongly in the cafe of thore whofe Gf6ce~ or wbofe work. 
is of a p"bJit nature.. They ~n: lake a city let on an hilL 
f\s their chana.:r is moft confpicucus, it is, by necetrary 
touft.-quen('c, moll ."c,u) to the good, and Dl~ft provoking 
tu the wicked~ F;litbflzl nlillifiers ofC.~rifl, for infimce~ 
Ire the li6hts of the world, and, by t~ir pi~ty :lnd dili. 
~c!~ce" are a Ilan(!ing reproach to the wcrJci iyillg in \\'ick. 
tdnds. Bu:, in a p3rticula, nl~nner9 they moll be the 
~hjtas of the hat~l and 1't'ft'n~nlellt of thor~ ~r their own 
r.n:cr, whu win not follow th~i, fieps.. l"'his is an evi(lent 
«ml~tlllt:nce of the principle above la!() down. As their 
chara\:ter fulTers n\oll by the com~rijon, their paLflOns 
Ilwfi ntt:dT.trily be nl>:>a inf~,\me;l. l.et a minUter of 
Chr:!t b.: ~l"er 10 gU3rd~d in his fpeech, ever io itl!lifenfive 
ia h!s c'~Ti.\ge, c:\'er i(l dillant in reality fronl injuring 
~:i~tl~; if he is lnore fr~l)l)el~t or OlOn:: afftaionate in 
i)re;~c-Jlirl~, if he is more ~~rfi(lllotlS ill the duties of his 
!'~:II~l!~!ll, ti~is r.~uft nntllr;!!!\' e~cite t.~e refentment of the 
) t~y, nothful p:nt cf Ii::; f'r~fdfil'n. 'fhis of itrelr~ is in. 
JUtl' enoui!h tu thofe who )ov\: their \\1tor!t!ly c:lfe, :anti h;l\'e 
:u.:~<: pk:l(:',-\! in lh~ pcild!ion of th~ir b.:ne!ke, tl.~n tI:c 
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exercife of their eflice. Is this forprifing? Not in tflt 
leaft. His condutl c!oes indeed moleU their quiet: it 
either forcts them to greater diligence, or holds up their 
real charaaer t~ light, and expofes them to contempt 
and (com. 

In order at once to confirm and illutirate this truth, be 
pleafCd, 01, brethren,. to obferve, that the force and malig
nity Df onvy in defaming of cbaraaers, is always in pro. 
portion to the neamefs of the perron to whom the charac
ter belonga. Diftance., either of time or place, greatly 
abates, if not .holly e~tinguifhes it. Suppofe the charac .. 
ter of a perfon drawn, who lived many ages ago, or even 
at prefent in a very diftant country; fuppofe him repre. 
~nted as eOlinent in virtue of every kind, as remarkably 
tliligent.. as indefatigably aaive in doing good; there are 
few who 1hewany diGlOfition to call in queftion the faa, or 
impute it to finiRer motives. But let the fame be the ap
parent chara8:er of any man aOlong his cotemporaries~ 
and how many are immediately up in arms againft him? 
How implicitly do they beJieYe, and with what pleafure 
do they fpread every idle calumny to his prejudice? How 
is hi. piety immediattly converted into hypocrify, his zeal 
into faCtion and ill nature, his fervor and diligellce' into af .. 
feaarion and love of popularity; and, in a word~ every 
valuable quality into that vice, by which it is moll: com
monly or moll artftll1y counterfeited. 

That this differente of judgment is entirely owing to 
the reafon I have affigned, will further appear, if you con· 
fider, that fa foon as a connexion of the fame nature hap .. 
pens, by. any accidental circumftance to be eflablifhed, 
the fame invidious refentment immediately takes place 
againft the moll diftant charat\ers. What inveterate pre-
judice do infidels generaHy fhow, againfi: the charaeters or 
the Scripture faints, and thofe ohhe fathers of the ChrilHan 
church, llecaufe the efiablifhment of fuch chara8c:rs (loes 
neceffarily and manilefUy infer the overthrow of the caule 
in wl.ich tlley are embarked. In the lnean time, the wife 
JHen of the heathen nations are fuffered to po[efs, withcllIt 
cGntradiCtion, all tIle reputation wlliell their COlllltr}'Tllt;ll 

in after-ages have diouiht fit to bellow upon thtm. :Nay, 
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lometimes to ferve a certain purpofe, their chanfler is in4 
creaf~d and magnified beyond all reafonable bounds.
\Vhat pains have been taken by thofe Chrillians, wbo pa
tronize the mod~n illventions and improvements in theo. 
logy, to undermine the charaCters of the moti eminent 
champions of the ancient faith? What would fome perfon, 
teach us to believe of .. ~thanafius and Augul1ine in earlier, 
Calvin, Luther and P.felan8hon in later tirnes? Not that 
\ve have not well altefie(l evidence of their piety and in. 
tegrity, hut that, being of different fsntiments from their 
accufers, the excellence of their charaCter is too good a 
fupport to their caufe.a 

2. Another reafon why the fervants of God are repre. 
rented as troublefome is, becaufe they "'ill not, ancl dare 
not coolply with the finful commandments of men. In 
matters merely civil, good men are the moll regular citi
zens and the mon obedient fubjeCts. But, as they have a 
lVlafier in heaven, no earthly power can conilrain them 
to deny his name or defert his caufe. The reply of Peter 
and John to the Jewilh rulers when they were command. 
ed "Not to fpeak at all or teach in the name of jefus," 

a I take t.he opporfllnity here ~o add, That the principl~ 
allo,'e laid do\vn, ,viiI l>lainl}" account for the great alld unaf
fallited reputation, "Yh'ich the Monks and retired devotees fo 
long enjoyed in pOlliOl times. It was their reputation, in(leed~ 
\v]lich tlpllel(l for 10 long a period, that iQ1menfe load of idola
trOllS fllperfiition, tIle Romifb religion , and it was not loft, 
till they ,vere grOn}" corrupted, and CORvellts were becrme rc:~ 
~el)ta.cles of tIle lnOn fhalneful impurity an(1 111ft. 'l"befe per
fons ,vere feparated from the world. No frequent, and few 
near cOlllparifons, COlII{1 be made between theln anti others. 
Nay, their character was voluptary, and peculiar to themfclves, 
containing no pretence of a~ vbJigation UPOQ. all otilers t? 
~lnitate it; and therefore, they \vere fuffered to live unenvied. 
But if any pel'fons of piety towards God, alld fidelity to their 
ivlafter's cauft:, live in the world, and refllfe to bo conformed 
to it, tJley DllLfi: expeC\ the fame treatmcilt tl1a~ he m~t \vith. 
l"llis 11e llatll tolcl tllcln 11ilnfclfJ "If tIlt: \vQrld l~a~e Y~l:l, y~ 
,{. kl10\V that it hate(l me before it halec} you.a. 1"11C fer\'ailt 
" is not greatel- than tile I .. ord. If they ha¥e llc,·fecllted mo, 
H the)T wiII alto perfecute YOt;; if they have kept my f.,yinlf. 
~' tiley \\Till keel) yours alio. "b 

a JOhll xv. 18, 
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was in the following terms, "'Vhether it be right in the 
" fight of God, to he~rken unto you mor~ than unto God, 
" judge ye."(J With what invincible conilancy antI ferOe 
lution did Sha(lrach, llt:fllacll, an(i Abednego rClufe tQ 

J>ow befqre Nebuchadnezzar's golden image? Ffhe cafe of 
Daniel was perfeClly fimilar, whom even the king's com. 
mandment could not retlrain from prayer to God. 

When good men are l1nllappily brought illto there cir. 
~umftances, their conduct is an apparent contradiCl:ion tQ 

~uthority. How re~y are lordly and oppreffive tyrani~ 
to {lyle it obftinacy and pride? And when are there want
ing flavHh ancJ. fubmiffive flatterers near every inferior 
tribunal, to aggravate the crinle, antI to cr}', "If thoq 
~, let thi$ man go, thou art not Crefar's friend ?" It is not 
to be imagined, indeed, but fuch as are {hangers to true 
religion, mult be greatly provoked at thole who will not 
~onlply implicitly \vith their cnmmantls. There is are· 
markabl~ paffage jn a let .;,&' ot Pliny the younger, to the 
~mperor 'rrajan, which plainly point~ out the fentiments 
~ntertained by Dlany on this fubjetl. He was a man iQ 
pther matter~ abundaqtly hllmane, anl! yet 11ear his o\vn 
~ccount of hj~ tr~atn18nt of the C!1rifli~\11S \Vllell l1rollgllt 
~ohis tribunal. " 1 afh:e(l tllem if t~ey \\Tere Cllrifiians ~ 
~, if they cOllfcfred, I afked them again threatening pu. 
"nifhment. ) f they perfified, 1 commanded them to be 
~, executed; for 1 eli(} not at all <.lOlll)t l1llt, whate\1er their 
" conteffion was, their fiuhborQeis and inflexible obLlina. 
~, cy ought to be punifheq.~' . . 

'rllere is a IQve of dominion natural to all nlen, \vhich 
is under no contron} or reflraint in thore who are void of 
religion. This mull: naturally. difpole them to carryon 
~heir fch~mes, and to infiH: on having them univerfally 
~omplied with. . It frets and provokes them, therefore, to 
find any who will not 'be fubfervient to their pleafures. 
A refofal to obey, on a prin~ipl~ qf confcience, is ex
prefsly fetting bounds to their authqr~ty, and laying, Hi
therto {halt thou 'go, ~llt no further. How few are able to 
pear tllis \vith patiellce, the llifiory of tIle worlel il~ e\'ery 
~S~ is o~e continued proof. . ... .. , .. 

a }\ \.1. s i y. 1 9. 
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Such refufa1s alfo, do always refled fome dilllOnor upon 
,he nlenfures to \vhicJl tIle}1 ttan(l in OI)Pojilion. \VI1,lte
'fer an}~ perron refufts to llo, 11e, as far as irl11iln lies, rc:
prefents as wrong and finfut; and t in fonle refpeCts, lm
\VOl'tJ1Y or unfit to bt! (lOllC. r]'llllS it conles to be confi. 
dered not only as withdrawing his own allegiance, but as 
corruptir.g an(l ft:(lllcing otlltTS. An,l no (loubt, it teo(lS 
lO draw the attention of t11e \\:or 1(1 to tIle dirpllte(l com~ 
manti, and makes fO~le, perhaps, tift and examine what 
they had before blindly gone into without fufpicion.
Hence it naturally follows, that whenever fuch interfe
rence happens between human and divine authority~ good 
men mill! be cOl1fi(lerc(1 as tliforderly and trollblefolne i 
allel tllOft! of them of ail others olof! troublcfonle, who 
\vitil tile greatefl conflancy adllf~re to tlleir clut}p, or \v-ho, 
\vith the greatell hondly and boldnefs, refill and oppofe 
~orru pt Ineafures. 

It is lefs furprifing to find infiances of this between hea. 
then and Chrifiian. between the profdIing 1ervants and 
opell enelnies of the trlle God. But it is afionifiling to 
think, 110\V often tIle fame tl1illg has )li\ppene(l bet\veen 
Chrifiian and Chriflian, who ought to have been better 
acquain.te(l witll tIle rigllts of COlllcience, tIle lneafures of 
fubmiffion, and the duty of forbearance. Not only all 
the perrecutions, but many, if not mofi, of the fchifms 
all(l (Ii vi il011S tllat lla,,.e fallen Ollt in tIle CIl ri flian cllurcll, 
have arilen from the rigorous impofitions of ufurped au
thority. Unjuft authority is the very dlence of popery, 
The church of Rome has exprefsly c1aimed a power of 
nlakillg la\vs to billCl the COil fcie11ce, <.lifiiI1t1: ii·Olll tIle la\vs 
of Goel; and fevereiy puniHles all who call this authority 
in quefiion. Nor hlth this been confined to them: pro
teliant churches, though their feparation is founded upon 
the very cOllt~'ary principle, have yet often in praCtice 
aCted in the fame arbitrary manner. They infifl upon 
obedience to all their appointments, however finful in the 
judgment of the fubjeft: and, as a good man will not com
'ply in fuch cates, how often doth it happen, that, after 
they have expell~C! him from their fociety, fiript him of 
his of~ce, and robbed. him of his maintell~mct:, they alfo 



caft out his name as evil, loudly charge him as (editions 
and troublefome, and the author of all that confulioll 
which their own tyranny occafions. 

3. One other reafon why the fervants of God are Ie. 
~ufed as troublefome, is, becaufe they are, in many in. 
fiances, obliged, to bear teftimony againfi: the fins or 
others, and openly to reprove them. Repreof is plain)Yl 
of all otHers, the greatetl offence and provocation of the 
proud, and draws dOWll their hea\yiefl refentment: and 
yet it is often unavoi(lable. There are rome cafes in which 
every Chrifiiaft without exception, mud feel the con .. 
firaint of this divine Jaw. "Thou {halt in any wife re· 
U buke thy neighbor, and not fufft:r fin upon him~"a
Some fins are fo flagrant in their nature that, even to wit. 
nefs them with filence, would imply ff)fl\e participation of 
t~ guilt. In fuch cafes it is the glory of the poorefi and 
meaneR fervant of God, to refent tIle difilonor that is done 
to his name, and reprove the mon e~alted finner. 

But this duty, and the odium ariling from it, falls moll 
frequently to the fhare of the prophets and minifters of 
God, who have received a commiffion to fpeak in his nama 
and to plead his caufe. 1~he faithful difcharge of their 
duty, includes in it plainnefs and boldnefs in reproving fin 
of every kind. Ffhey mull afi'ert and maintain the truth, 
and point out the errors oppofite to it, with all their guilty 
fruits, and an their dreadful confequences. How ofFt:nfive 
this to human pride? It muft certainly either convince Of 

provoke, refornl or inflame. 'Vhel) rigllteous Lot fays, 
in the mildeft terms, to the luftful Sodotnites, "I pray 
~, you brethren, do not fo wickedly," how fierce is the 
anfwer? "And they faid, ftand back. And they raid 
"again, This one fellow caDle ill to fojourn, and he will 
" needs be a judge."b , 

How many martyrs to truth have there been fince the 
world began? without mentioning thole in the Old Tet1a
ment, you fee John the Baptill loll his life by reproving 
the incefiuous adultery of Herod and Herodias. Our 
bleffed Saviour gives the following account of the hatred 
«)fthe world to him, and the contrary reception it gav~ tQ 

it Ley. xix. 17. 6 Gell. xix. 9. 
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his tempori6ng brethren, The world cannot hate yoo ~ 
" but me it hateth, becaufe I teftiiy of it, tbat the worb 
.. thereof are evil." By confulting the biftory of the gof.. 
pel you will find. that what gave rife to the eonfpiney of 
the Scribes antI Pharifees againfl him, was his dn~inr 
off the mafk unde:r which they lay c«'nttaled, arad dit~ 
vering the errors of their doarine, and the licentioulhr-fs 
of their praaice. When they " perceived that he tpake 
" againft them,-they took eounfel againD him to put hi .. 
"to death i" and accomplifhed it fo foon as they conlddo 
it witll fafety. But there cannot be a better exampl~ or 
indeed, a more lively and well dOlwn pifiure • the area 
ef plain and jull reproof, than in the cafe of Stephen. 
when pleading his eaufe before the Je\yifh rulers. " Ye 
"Riff-necked, and uncircumcifed in hean and cars, ye do 
" always refill the Holy Ghoft: as your fathers did, 10 do 
" ye. Which of the prophets have not your fathers pet .. 
" fecuted ? And they have Bain them ,,-bieh fhewed be
" fore of the coming of the juft One; of whom you baft 
"been now the betrayers and murderers.-ll:hen tbry 
" heard thefe things, they were cut to the heart, Uld t~y 
t& gnafhed on him with their teeth."a It is plain1y for this 
teafon that the apoftles, in their prayers for aGiRance, do 
almoft conftantly afk, that they may be: endued with a pro. 
per degree of boldnefs and refulution, ., And 110W, Lord~ 
,. behold their threatnings i and grant unto thy fervants 
"that with all boldnefs tbey may fpeak thy \yord. "/J Ala
ny other prayers are to be found in tbe apollo lie writings 
which run in the fame firain.c 

It is very natural for every one at this diftance, to ima
gine. that he could have been in no danger of making 
ruch an obfiinate refinance to the truth, or perfecuting, 
with ruch implacahle enmity, tbofe who efpoufed it. But, 
my brethren, all \\~orl(II}~ nletl, in every age, have fiil) th~ 
fa111e al)110rr~tlce of tile faithful fen,·ants of God; the (ame' 
i'l1patience of reiJroof, ,,,lleD it touches themfclves. Our 
Saviour draws their charaac:r with great beauty, ill Ijleak. 



ing to the Pmrifees, "'\·0 unto you Sc,i~s and Ph:ari..; 
~ r~~ hypocrites. bccaufc ye build the tombs oi the pro.. 
Ia pbelS. ~nd gamith the fepulchres of the righteous; and 
.. "1" If we bad been in the days of our fathen, we would 
., not ha~e been partak~rs .'lth them in the blood of the 
.. prophets.. lVherefore ye be wi~tfes unto JourfelftS, 
., that )'f! are the child~n of them which kiJIc:d the pro. 
" pbets.. "~., It is \~ty ddiQ.~ly mnta.l in tbis lall verr~. 
tbat tbey \Yen: of the f.ame nat:lre. that they ~.,~ as it 
.. ~ 'II'~ the f~nle fiock~ and therefore it might be a· 
~ed tint they would bring forth the fame fruit. I cannot 
but here (Mlltion a 1'::lmrk of a Y~'Y eminent writer up. 
on this p.~; "Th~t aU nations Flttlke ulU(.n of this 
"difpb6tion of the Jews, to honor the tletad raints, mel 
ptrlCcut;: the living, "0 

I b~yc t.!kcn notice abo~ that in every period of the 
Gllrch. the nlofl faithful of the f~rnnts and minifiers rI 
God, h~\~~ iii t~d, been counttrl t:oublefome by corrupt 
and world!y nlen.. The ("me F..llfages of hiliary conftant .. 
), fhc\y, that this has arifen cb~8f from their attempts to 
leln t~ t! .. 1e of preni)in~ vice; &om their boMners and 
wthfu!ne!s in Rpro~ing &fI.imabie crimes. In the 
twelfth century" Arnulphus-- a d~vout man, and excellent 
preac~r~ iF~ks thus to tt.e dC!:gy: "I know that you 
". Ittk my life, and will fhottly kill me: But why ? I 
"I~k the truth to yoo. I reprehend your pride and 
" hau:\htinefs, avarice and luxury: therefore I pleafe you 
., I lot. '~~ Alltl ill the fourteenth century, an ancient wri. 
ter fi~lks of th~ court of Rolne in tIle followil1g ternlS: 
" .... er what can you conceive will happen where virtue 
C& w;aS long a~o extinfi anc.l buried? 'Thc-~ furdy truth 
C& ~; ,h~ h!~hc::i crime, 300 of itfe:lf fufficient to procure 
& .. the hatfcd of hlilny. For how can we exped but that 
" Jhou!d happen, \t'here it tnu: word cannot he fpokell 
- \\'i:hout a great repf03~h" where the \~orn of men are 
.... prom.atcc:l,-where fimplicity is elleeOled nladnefs,,
n whc:rc: goo ... men are ren(!e:c:d ridiculous, infonlUch that 

~ -- .... , ~ (t\ ,,~ I 
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.. now fcarce any of them doth appear but to he laughed 
"at. 1"hcfe few things truth itkl! bath dared to (peak, 
" ""hence you may gather what you are to thillk of many 
" others, which fear dotll force me to conceal. "a It is 
unn:ceft"\ry to cite many paffages to this purpofe j I ihall 
tI1erefore conclude this bead with the fonowing jun re
Bellion of the pious, diligent, and catholic Mr. Baxter i 
" I fce ta'lere is 110 help for it, but we mull offend wicked 
,& men. It is impoOiblc to avoid it, but either by our 
"filence or their patience. Silent we cannot be, be
"caufe the word of God commands us to fpeak; and 
t& patient tbey cannot be, becaufe fill has the dominion in 
C' their hearts." 

'V c now proceed, in the tan place, to make fome prac
tical impro\1temellt of \vhat has been raid. And, 

In the firfi place, You may learn from \vhat has been 
raid upon tbis fl!bjea, the jun and proper anfwer to an 
objeltion againn the gofpel, much illfiRed on by its ene. 
mies, viz. That it has introduced perfecution for con. 
fcience fake, witb which the world was in a great Dleafure 
unacquainted before. ·rhere are fe\V fubj~~, on which 
infidels enlarge with greater pleafure, than· the cruel ha
tred and animofity that has prevailed; the bloody warS 
that have been carried on; nay" the ravage: and ir.human 
nla[acres that have been perpetrated on a relig!ous ac .. 
count, fince the publicati~n of the gofpel. I think this 
objeaion is but feldom anfwered as it might be. It is 
ufually indeed, and ju(Uy ebferved, that whatever may 
llave been done by thole profeffing the gofpel, there is no 
countenance given in it to ruch a tpirit and praCtice. But 
the objeCtion is not wholly removed, while infidels arc 
allo\\'e(l fiill to contend, as if it ferved their own caufe, 
that pt!rfecutiol1 llas been its conflant atten(lant a"(l inle
parable effea. '\!e ought therefore, to wreft this argument 
out of their Ilands, and tirO: to produce this faa as an ac
complifbment of our Saviour's preditiion; "Think not 
"that I am come to fend peace on earth: I came not to 
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"'34 71N Cbargt tJf &JiliM tmtI "ltfi", 

" fend peace, but a fwonl. For I am come to ~t a man 
" at variance againfl his utber, and the daughter ~gainft 
" her mother, and the daughter-in-13w againft her motbtt. 
cc in-law. And a man's foes than be they of his own 
I' houfhold." a 

Having gone thus far, we have reafon to contend that 
the tlifciples of Cbritl ha\-e always fuffered, and Defti' in.. 
{liCled the injury, though they have often bten obli~ to 
bear th~ blame. The multitude of heathen religiC'~ 
though not always, yet did genenlly aglcc together.: and 
well they _might, for they were all &om the fame author. 
None of thenl, however, could agree with the gof~J: for 
this plain rearon, that " no lie is of the truth." But from 
what quarter did the 'tiolence proceed? Did not the 
dreadful perfecutions a~inft. the Cbriftians, in the three 
firft centuries, procetd from the heathens? Did the 
Cbrifiians commit an~J" other crime againft them, than 
pointing out the fin and danger of their idolatrous WOf. 

:fbip, and immoral pratlices? Was not this alone fuf6. 
dent to nifeacry ag.inll them, as turning the world u~ 
fide down ? 'hnd in aU the fobfcquent perfecotions amoo; 
profe1fmg Chriflians, \\":1S it any thing elfe than the proud, 
violen~ and \Vorldly fpirit of thofe who made a gain of 
godlin~fs, opp:effing the few real believers of every deno
mination? There is an antichrifiian fpirit in every 
church, that 1hews itfelf in perfecution, in a greater or 
le[er degree. But there can be nothing more unjuft, than 
to attribute the perfecution ofChrift's difciple~ by his ene. 
mies and theirs, to the fpirit of his religion. 

Is it then boldly affirmed by {orne, that the Chriftim :s 
tlle only religion in the world that It"2.ds to perfecution? 
I anfwer;on the contrary, It is the only religion that has 
fuffered perfecution from aU its ~umerous enemies; and 
at tIle fanle time, it is tile 0111y religion in the world that 
requires, and points out the obiigation, of mutual for~r. 
ance, and nlakes the jull and proper divifion bttween the 
things that are Crerar's, and the things th3t are God's. 
That it is often blamed as perfecuting others, is a proof 

• l\latlll. x. S4, s.s, S5. 
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~nd inuRrarion of this truth. For alJ is of a ~ and the 
&Ire Kcur.tion alifes from the fource .. hich I haft opened 
up above. and confirmed by examples Jndotcd frca hit: 
tory. To there I fbaU now only add one ob.'"ervation. 
which comes in with pttuliar popriety here; That innu. 
~e inftanccs may be &iven~ in which thofe fti' per
fon~ who WCle reat!y to lift the kc:Jlu- arm apnft gGOd 
men~ have loudly complained or the exerci~ of difc:ipli1ae. 
and the cenfut'eS or the chorcll "poll tbeir crimes. There 
they often ftyle perfecQhon, and aI.ays af&rm to low 
ftOm a perfccoting fpirit. Btlt IS they are often neceffary, 
to . .-\.'11 when they are unjulUy applied, it is plain from 
their v~ry nature,. that if they be grooodlefs, the, oluR be 
perfeCtly harml~$. 

Thus the nate of the workl is Co far from being an ob
je&iOil Iglinll,. that it is a poof rX the truth of the gofpd. 
True Chriftians have fof&:ml &om every q!Juter; from 
within and from without; f~m open enelnie$ and from 
Ealfe brethren.. ~y have been 6r1l p:rfttutecl~ and then 
flandeml ~ p:rfecuting others; nay, obliged to be ... the 
odium of that very opprd6on under which they grouaed. 
Ofall this they are rairly fon:.wamed by their Saviour. 
who fay~ t& Behold, I fend you forth as fheep in the midft: 
" of wo)vts-,. T~y are expofed to injurious treatment 
from many,. and may apo..ct to Cuffer without caufe. None 
however nlake Co cruel a hav~ as tbofe \\'olves who put 
on Iheep's clothing; and ye~ of aU their cruelty, the poor 
fuff~ring fheep mull bear the blame. 

2. From ,,·h41t hath ~n (aid, you may ree the .,.ilt 
and danger of tbofe who &Irely accure the children of God. 
Perhaps you may be ready \\tbolly to mtJfe the c:huge~ 
and to fay, \Vhere is the necefIity, where is the propriety 
of tbis at prefent? IIa,pe \t'e not aU civil and religious Ii .. 
berty? and are not religion and its minifters in eneem 
and repute? I anfwer, It is never ~nnccelfary. The fault 
I complain of is no part of the peculiar dege~racy of this 
a~~. It is not confined to any one age, country, or pro
felliotl, but is cOlnmon to them all: and \\-e \,·ould but 
deceive our!elve~ fhould we fondly fancy we are exempt
ed from it. Nay, our p:e!dlt fiL~ as a churth and na· 
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tion, feems to render ruch a warning peculiarly fearon. 
able. \Ve have long enjoyed outward peac:e~ In every 
other country this has introduced a worldly fpirit, ambi. 
tion, lu~ury, and Ooth. And is there no vefiige of there 
charaaers among us now? \Vho "'ill pretend it? Are 
there not rome \vho canllot endure fuch ftriCl.llefs as is 
inconfiftent with cOllformity to t}1e gay and fafhionallle 
wodd? Do not all fuch indine to charge every profeffion 
of piety with hypocrify? Do they not confider every 
faithful reprover, as an enemy to their peace? Do they 
not hear with fecret pl~afure, and fpread with apparetlt 
triumph, every report, to the prejudice of ruch troublcrs 
of Ifrael ? 

This then is the charaCl:er; and as many of you as 
confcience charges with the guilt, may fee your dlnger. 
You may fee whofe caufe you plead, and whofe reward 
you. fhall lliare. \\l1at inward enmity do you difcover 
apinft the fpirit and power of true religion? Y Oll are of 
the number of thofe who "Hate the light, and \\yill not 
" come ~o the light, left your deeds fhould be reproved." 
You an: of tbe number of thore who fay" to the reers, fee 
cc not, and to the prophets, prophefy not uoto us right 
"things, fpeak unto us fmooth things, and }lrophefy dt;
.e ceit." \:Yon will not " endllre fOlllld doCtrine," llUt Jove 
and follo\v only that which \viII exercife and amllfe your 
imagination and fancy, fOGth and gratify your ptide and 
vanity, or make and keep you at peace \\-itll yot"tfelves. 
You ar~ afleep in fecurity, and will avoid every thing 
that may tend to difturb or interrupt your dangerous re
pofe. And how hurtful is yonr conduCt to others? Y eu 
blaft the charafters anti leflen tIle ufefulllefs of the mil1if
ters of Chrift. You bring an evil report upon the truth, 
by rendering them odious or contemptible who bear it, 
~And if we, my bre~hrell, \vho ar~ minillers of tIle gore 
pel, imitate this example in any meafure, if we difcover 
a fufpicion and jealoufy, or an aVerfi<lll and hatred, at aU 
WJ10 are more diligent than ourielves, \\'llat (lifllOnor nluft 
fall upon our profd!ion, what a hindrance is it to the tdi. 
fication of others, and what Guilt do we bring upon our 
o\vn fouls. . 



• 

against Good Alen accounted for. 437 

3. If this has been the conftant lot of all the fcn'ants 
of God, to be accllfed as feditio~IS and tro~,bi~fol1l~, Jet 
every rautlous perlon beware of being mifl.:d t"'y the p··r
fecuting cry. 1 afk any man w~o is conv~rfant in tile 
world, if he hath not, in many infbnces, been 1:1ft:nfibly 
taught to form a hattful ielea, or to entcrta:n a rlr>fpit:!l;le 
opinion of many nlinifiers, w1thout the lean peT!fl1lal 
knowledge, the leafl: fatisfying evidence or proof. ,,"jlat 
is tlle reafon? '\:-'hJ', lIe hatll beell tole), that tl,e)1 are 
proud, hypor.ritical, fatUous, cenforiotls. trouble'omt; men. 
"Tell, the thing is poffible, _no doubt. BaIt. if: t}:e Inean 
time, it is far from being certain; an(l tllis fort cf cllarac
ter in(lufirioufJy prol)a~ated, is no evidel1ce of it at all, et' 

ratller is a prefUIllption of the COiltrary. iT 011 fee, from 
the infiancts procluct(I above, tl}at this is a reproach per
petually thrown upon the moft urright and faithful of the 
fervallts of God; tJlat it nla}' ver}' naturally arire from tJleir 
fidelity itfelf; and that it C,lllilot be a\-oi(le{1 by thole ,,'ho 
refifi the corrupt meafures" who reprove the public vices, 
or who fhame the criminal lazinefs, and negligence of 
others. An ignorant, vicious, \\'orthlefs miniller, is ell

vied by no body. He is therefore quite fafe from all the 
poifoned arrows which fly frem that quarter. He is ra. 
ther a foil to many, to ret off and illufirate tlleir own com
parative excellence. He is tl~erefore otten pardoned, pi. 
tied" and protected. ""!hereas a faithful rninifier, who 
openly dares to bear witnefs againft the apofiacy of others, 
is traduced and flandered, loaded with imaginary crimes, 
anlI Ortell fai Is' a martyr to the finking cauft: of truth and 
righteollfnefs. 

4. Si11ce tIle worl(l is fo prone to receive tIle accufation 
of faCtion aga.inft tIle children of Go(l, let them be care
ful to give no real ground tor it. Unjufl: calumny has 
fornetimes tIle contrary effect. ,\7hen nle'} find, tllat it is 
impoffible to pleafe· a capricions world, or wholJy to efcape 
{lander, they are apt to give up all folicitude up(ln that 
bead, and take no farther pains to avoid fufpeCl:ed appear&> 
ances. 1~his I take to be, precifely, what the Scripture 
calls being '" overconle of e\'il." But how n1uch better is 
it "to overcome evil with good 1" Let us, as often as pom. 
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hIe, confute the accufation by an unblameable carriage. 
and when we mull fuffer, Jet us be careful that we fuller· 
not as evil doers, but for well doing. Fo~ this purpore i 
would humbly offer to minifiers the two following direc
tions, ",'hich I efieem of great mORlet.t. 

(I.) Let all our zeal for the glory of God be conduCl:ed 
not only with fieadinefs, but lvith nleeknels. Let lIS ever 
remember, that the wrath of man worketh not the righte
oufnefs of God. Let our language be always ~rialy 
guarded, and free from expreffions of rage and fury. If 
we are faithful to our duty, it will fufficiently provoke fin
ners, we need not add to it by any mixture of human par
iion. \\7hat noble alld effttlual principles are \\'e furnifh .. 
ed witll in Scripture, for avoidini every dangerous ex. 
-treme? Love to God, and love to man, make up the fum 
of praaical relibion. Thefe are the immediate fruits of 
faith, and aU the truths of the gofpd tend to firengthen 
and improve them. And as love to God produces indig. 
nation againft fin, refolution and boldnefs in oppefing it; 
io, love to man will naturally produce the deepeft com· 
pallion for the miferable nate of every enemy of God, and 

. prevent firmnefs from degenerating into violence. 
(2.) The otherdireCl:ion I would oHer upon this fub.. 

jeCt is, that minifiers take care to avoid ofiicioufiy inter .. , 
meddling in civil matters. A mininer fhould be leparat. 
ell ancl let apart for llis o,vn work; he fhould be confe
crated to his office. It is little glory to him to be eminent. 
ly fkilled in any other fdenee, except fuch as may be 

. hanilmaids to theology, and are by him habitually turned 
illto a clivine chanl1el. Miniflers giving tllemfelves to 
\vor!dly ctnp1oymellts, have been commonly of ba<l L1nle; 
al1d wl1ere tllere is a fufficiellt provifioll macle for tl1eir 
Dlaintellance, ieems to be an Ulljllft alietlatioll oftlleir time 
:l11d talellts. But it is ilill n10re finful and dangerolls, 
for tllem to defire or claiul tIle (lirc:Ciioll of [llCll rndttcrs as 
jal) \\9itllin tIle provillce of the civil magifirate. \Vllen 
our bldied Saviour f:1YS, "My kingdom is not of this 
" world," he plainly intimates to his difciples that they 
have no title to intermeddle with flate affairs. Nay, he 
exprefsly warns theln againfi a lordly and arbitrary do .. 
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minion, even in their own proper fphere.. "The kings 
" of the Gentiles exercife lordfhip over them; and they 
" that exercife autllority upon them are called benefatl:ors. 
" But ye fhall not be fo: but he that is greateft among yoa 
" let him be as the younger; and he that is chief, as he 
" that d()tll ferve."a I cannot help mentioning l1ere, that 
tilis is Olle of the things, for \'Ihieh our \\90rthy ancellors 
of the church of Sc~t1and (now defpifed by many) deferve 
the highefl: commendation. It \vas an invariable princi
ple with them, to be againft the civil power and places of 
kirknlen. And furely, if minifiers confine thetnfelves en· 
tirely to their own proper duty, they \\~ill be much lefs lia
ble to exception than other\vife. They may theIl, war
rantably ufe tIle greatefi: fidelity in reproving, and the 
greateft ftriCtnefs \n difcipline; and though the wicked 
11ander and oppofe tllem, the good \viII defend them, and 
Go(l \vill fllpport tIlem. 

5. In the Iaft place, Since the charge of faCl:ion and fe
(lition has been always brollght againfl: faithful minifters, 
let us learn to bear it with patience, and never di[emblc 
the truth, or depart, in any meafure, from our duty, in 
order to avoid it. A perfon of a generous mind feels a 
lvound in his reputation more. (lee ply, than almofl any 
other injury. Vt/ e are fiill apt fondly to flatter ourfdves, 
that as religion is trilly atniable in itfelf, and OUgllt to 
make no· ellemies, that therefore we filall llave none.
Some are very apt to omit, or nightly to perform, feveral 
parts of their duty, through that" fear of man that bring
" eth a fnare. ,J 1~hey are unwilling to forego :he hope, 
tllat by certain prudellt cOin pliances tlley \viII conciliate 
and preferve the favor of every man and every party • 

. But the expeCtation is wholly vain. The experience of 
many ages hath pro\'ed it fOa Let us therefore bear with 
patience tile falle acculation. It hath l,een tIle lot of the 
beft and worthieft men in every age. It was the lot of our 
l)lelfecl rrlafier, allcl iliall \\'e ref tIle to bear his croJs? Is it 
not "enotlgll for tIle (lifciple tllat he he as his mailer, and 
h the ft:rvant that he be as his Lord ?" 1'he triumph of 

til Lu l~e xhii. ~ 5, 25. 
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:finners is but very filort. In a little time all earthly rela
tions fh,.-ll bt: diilo)\1ed. Then high aocl Jow, Inagifir~tes 
and ful~t:ch, tnilliHers and people, fhall Hand before the 
judgITient-f~at of ellrin. He {hall '~render to everyone 
"accordin~ to l1is deeds." Th\;re tIle great and noble 
1hall find no partidi favour; there the poor and me~m fhall 
not efcap~ ub:crvatlon; and there the lying ilanuerer Olall 
be put to t:~t.rnal filence. He fhail openly acknowlulge 
e\-er.\-· faitlafu! !erVallt, an,l , .. brillg fortl1 his righteoufntfs 
", i the li6bt, and his j uubment as the noon d-.iy." 
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SIR, 

. S you are now onlairi~d a miniRef 6f ChriR, and 
113VC Rc~i\t!tl the charre of this con~~tion, I 

ope you win !kar with me a jittle. ..hile I ofter you a 
few ;:d\'ices as to tb~ difchll'ge of ~our important truff. 
~'tl1d I t311not help ~~ialiling b}" t:)n~ratl,),!ti.1K yfNI oil 
th~ unanim~us c.,:1 you h*e tecei\'ed fronl this pcopl~. 
However d;:(pi!'t.J by fom~ I co,lnt it a moll n~prY cir. 
tlillllla,lce bolh for j"OU llltl t~m. It introdutts )'~ 
"'jtb gre;.~t ad~;mtl~.. It gives you a f.i1" and impartial 
hearillt;; :md, if you do not pre:fcTYe their eficem and 
)ovc~ it will probably be, in a great meaful'e, o,,-itlg to 
)·o:.rfelf. 

I 111llii urn of ~ll ber~~ch '~OU, m th'e moll tameR mari-
• 

ilt~r, to Ix !tritl ai:,,' frcq:len:, in enqui:iD& into the truth 
and reality of tdigion in Jour own foul.. Perfonal feU .. 
j!ion is th~ f~unJa:ion of aU re~:lt:.e duties.. They can 
fcar-~dy ~ pcrlonned ill any tolerable nl~arure witllout it. 
It ~s etlually needful" to your ulefulnefs, and to your 
tomtort.. It is a tlifficult thing, and it is a dreadful thing, 
to preach ~n unknown Saviour.. E."amin~, therefore, 
u'he,her yo ... ar.e "" bOrn again;" whe:!ler you ha,'e" paff .. 
ed from d«!;ltll to Jiie ;" \\~Ilether YOtl are united to Qrifl 
by faith; wbethel' you know hy e~ perienc.e, the: difference 
h=t\\'('~n :t nOlle of natu"'"e a:ld a fbte of grace, u not. 
'\ ·hile I rpe~,k this, I alTure you, I do not mean it, and I 
})ope: none U' ill intc:rp~t it, as any reOeaion againfl, or 
lmpJling ally fufpicion of you, \yho h:..ve gi,oen me no 
taule. I rp~ak it froln a deep impreflio.'l of its hnpor
tarlce to ll-S alJ~ Ho\\t Illif~rable a l~afc! is it~ to h,,\'e i~ as 
bur bufine.s to bring others to the kingdom of beaven. mJ 
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be ourfelves at laft thtuft out. A minifier is as· much lia .. 
ble to felf .. deceit as any other, and in fome refpeCts more 
fo.. We are in danger of thinking ourfelves too eafily 
fafe,by comparing that outward regularity, to which Ollr 

office itfelf, even from fecular motives, obliges us, with 
the licentious extravagance of profane finners. We may 
alfo mifiake our frequent thinking and fpeaking of the 
"things of God," in the way of our calling, for an evi.
dence of true religion in ourfelves~ Nay, we are in dan. 
ger of mifiaking thore gifts; \vith which Goel furnifheth liS 

for the benefit of his o\vn people, for the fruits of the Spi
rit, and gracious difpofitions in our OWIl hearts. Main. 
tain, therefore, a holy jealoufy over yourielf. Give die 
." ligence to make your calling and~ eleCtion fure .. '" And,. 
if you fave you·r o\vn' foul, you will probably ,carry many 
·others with you to a better world; and be able to fay, af .. 
-ter the example of ChriR, "Behold 1, and· the thildrell 
"whom God hath given me." 

As to the duties of your offic~y fee tl1at you preaeh tfie 
pure atld uncorrupted doftrine of Chrift. Preach Chrift 
erucified, who is " the vray, and the truth, and the life j'" 
and without whom "no man can· go unto the Father." 
You ,,,ill never be able to make rnen· truly good, till you 
eonvince them of their 100: {late by nature; and thence 
make them- fee the neceflity of jufiifieation by the free 
grace of God, thorough the imputed righteoufnefs·of €hrifl. 

• .If you would kno\v what place Chritl ought to hold in your 
preaching and fchemoof doarine, obferve \vhat room he 
fi1l5 in the oracles of truth. To the crofs ofChriR give al1 
the prophets witnefs. The crofs·ofCh.ril1 is· the fum an,1 
fllbftance of the New Tefiament. The crofs of Chrifl is
tbe ChrHlian's· hope. The crofs of Chrift is the Chrif. 
tian's glory • You fee, by a ferious perut·a} of t~he New 
'l'efiament, th~ the facred writers- largely il}.ufirate the 
feveral parts of his charaaer and office, and feem with 
Jlleafure to embrace every opportunity of fpeaking to his
praire. 11fhey {hew how llluch \ve are to depend upon hiln 
~or {lJength in the difcharge of our duty; and enforce all 
dl~r exhortations by motives dra\vn from what he hath 
(tone, and is-ftill doing,. for his· church· and people. Yau 
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.iD foon 6nd from experience, that DO cold reafonings on 
the nature and beauty of virtue, can have fuch ialftuence 
ill monlfying cOITUpt sfFeaions, as a believing view of a 
pierc~d Saviour. For this very reafon many deteA the 
,Iotlrinc of the crofs. It gives a mortal blow to every 
darling luft. It gives fuch a view of the holinefs and jut: 
lice of God, as is intolerable to all thofe who cannot think 
of bl,:aking their attacbnlent to fin and vanity. 

There is one particular rearOD why I have mentioned 
this at prefent, and infiRed on it at fome length.. It is or .. 
dinary to ~t with ferious perfo:lS who complain much. 
that from many palpits tbey hear little or nothing of the 
dOClrine of the grace of God; that tlle grand and leading 
troths of the gofpel are either fiatly contraditled, or kept 
entirely out of view. and fometbing elfe fubftituted in thc!ir 
place. I aD} far from faying that tbis is indeed the cafe. 
On the contrary, I tremble to think that it fhouId be but 
barely poftihle; 'Or all thefe deanne are dearly contain
ed in the Con~efIion of Faith, which every minifter ill 
Scotland has fubfcribed. If, therefore, there be anyone 
among us, who doth not preach the doctrine of original 
fin.. of Chri'l"s imputed righteou6tefs.. jullification by ~ 
grace, the necdfuy of regeneration, and the operations of 
the Spirit" he is guilty of perjury of the wodi kind, for 
whicb I know no excufe. Such a perfon is not only 
chargeab~ with departing ft\lm the faith, but with an abfo
lute proftitllticn of .confcienc:e, and a whole life of hypo. 
crify and dt:ceit. I am indeed entirely at a lofs how to 
accouat for this apprellenfion in the p~ple, of a diEereocc 
in doarine; but as there certainly is fuch an apprehen .. 
lion, I think I c-aanot difcharge Iny duty on this occafion, 
without exhorting you to be clear and explicit upon thefC 
heads. The truth is, they are of fo general confeqaence. 
and have fo necdfc'try a ~onnexion with every othc:r part 
of religion~ that, be the fubjC\.ct what it ",iU, where they 
are finnly believed, I fhould inlagioe tllc manner of think
ing anti lpeaking would be ruch, as to leave no jealoufy of 
an intelklec! on,iRioll. 

This leads me to exhort yon, to p~ach plainly, or in a 
way that nl~y be: Jerel to the c:lpAcitiC$ of U:C hearer" 



444 77Jt Chargl. 

both IS to fentiment and expftfJion. God forbit). tbat I 
fhould defire you to J1)fu into a pulpit ,,·itl-.out ~repara. 
lion, to preach in a dironlerly m~ih:.J, or in a ~n, flo. 
:vcnly or indecent !lyle. AU p:1ins fhcultl be taken to 
reek out fi~ 2n(1 " ac,eotable \\'orJS. " Elit lb~re f":t'lQOl , 
be a greater abiurd~ty in Jpeu.ing to a n,uh,tud~ of ("om ... 
moo people, than to difcourfe in ftlCh a fii!T and ~·h:inn 
way, as it is plainly imroHible for t~m to c:cmi)rd~nd. 
Nor is it any lefs abfurdity to drefs up an h.man;,.c w;th 
cxceOive -elegance, and ~ yain~ omamenl~ lop~ry 01' 
lyle. Some difcouf'fes nlay very well be iikened to F-int ... 
ed wintlo\\-~ .-hich, ~ith fine CO!OitrS llpon tllenlf~I,"~ 
keep out the light, and make the houfe c:omfortlefs and 
dark. Such condua is onlinarily fo!lowed b}- thofe:, wl'.o 
wouM Ylillingly Terommecd themfelves to perfons of ~t ... 
ter taRe; but it muft evidently fellder them contt:mptible 
to every perron of found. judgment. However, it is much 
worfe than abfuru; for it is very wicked, when the ever· 
latling-falvaticn of finners is at flake, to (p.!ak in fnch a 
manner as they cannot un~erlland, or rueb as t~n(ls only 
to amufe their fanC)\ and never can 1'Qcb tileir hearts.. If 
we would know what is a proller and juft manner of 
flyle and compofi~on in preaching, Jet os cOllfi(ler how 
any man ,,·ould l'peak, if he u-as o~ trial for hi~ O\\'"n lite. 
\V Oliid he not f~~k with great p)~inl1e~ ~3.nlt:nllels and 
force? Al1d is not the la)'·3tioll l;:f !~~!ls of il:fi,litelv more 

~ 

mOlnent than toy Iil:ln'S life? At1d illOU!d it not, if \ve 
believe. the Scriptures, be more rebTUdol by e\"cry faith
ful minifter ? 

You mutt aJfo take care to preach experimen:a!Jy and 
particubriy. Y cu will loon fin(~ th;;,t this is the only 
profitable way of preachil;~\ 2ntl that, lIulefs' 1 {lU apply 
general trutl)S to tile It,.\1ter.,1 c:affcs ant} cll(}r ,,~\ers ill }'Ollr 

:llldience., tbey will t)'a~~t! llut a 1orr~· in'prO\'ctllent of tile 
beft inllrll8ion. rl'he igllCrJllt Ctliloct, ,ell,1 tile \\'ifcr \\'ill 
not apply tIle". to tlleillfc)\'es. &fl(&(S, the gClleral \\:ay 
is not only ulelefs hut ~micious and hurtful. Suppo!c 
I fbuulJ snake an encomium on the wife, jull and gn •• 
~ious go\rerOlnt-n: of GO<.\ o\-er his ratiollal creation., al1d 
phr~f\'e wbat ~ron ~i ha\'~ to rejoice und~i' his .ulmi;lii=. 
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mtion.. S-'Mat,ld I fay fo to this aad~nte without difii~
tioll, it ,,"o,.ltl ~ to many a (I:ln:;erotls :&8(1 fi,.piI1i~ !*
fOil.. It. juft and ho~1 Ga.l.. is a conrmnift:~ fire to all tic 
.. orkers of initluity.. ThN'c: whe are flill in tbar fins. 
mOl.1d tn:n.l* to think 01' the go\-ernn~nt oI'Go..t. 

&:-ait!c.:s ~abl~c ~a(:hin:t.. }·on mDIt be t!ili;:.:-nt am,.,.. 
J(\tar ptoplc: " ,ro.ll b~.Ih: to houre .. " ,-,...0 mull not ne
~i~l (otll\,I, innruai~n" and ~rrUiul admonition 01' I"e

r-J.. T'nis is .. if n~ the: uw;!i ur~!ul p;art of a n.:niftcr-S 
"tlr~, at 1::3.11 .btoJ,.It!y 1~~L." to the (uca!!s of bis 

• • 
~chinl!.. It is d'o by &r tbe moft laborioos pan .. fro .. 
\"hich fiOi:lfui nlell are man apt to ~cl.te thcmf~~cs. A 
m3n nlay gntif)· h!s vanity hy puci:in~, a::d p!.hlic ptr
form~ntts; or" the nc:;~!i\ bdng \-,t::b!~, Iv: Illay be COlft

~Jlt'-l to re~ILanty by l~.r of rel.rtl3ch or perlCc1atioQ. 
But di!i~n("e in Ilri\1lb:, "n f...a:cdy ani«: 'rem any 
thing bat a knCe: of duty. and of the pn:[.:nce and obfer
~ltion oi Go~]. 

'The eAercife oi difdpline is another )aft of your d .. 
ty \,·hich mt)!l llOt be omitted. It is of \~cry g.eat roo. 
n~~nt to the i!l{~rcfr of rt:~i:;i,:n. It is a raying of one cI 
the firfi n:rQrm~~ " ·Thty th~t dc:6re to ~nifh difcipline. 
~, dt!IJr~ to llanilh Chril1 iTolll his Chllrt~Jl. " Thc:re D".ft 
~~is be ofi~'nc~s in the ~llri,ii:ln c:lt:n:h. Bllt ~'~ 
diicip);ne is n~glcaed, then the offence ~comes unfpe*
ably more ll:lllgero~,s, ~Ij.'eciall}· to the young and \nK. 
It Qlilke$ th~m think lightly of the ch~ra.aer and privi
J~tes of :\ l~h;il:i.!tl" \~'ht:ll then: is either a prORlifclIOCS 

admiffion to church-cclll,nuclon, or \Vb~n cpc:niy wicked 
rrfons arc! luf'~re{! to contill\l~ \\~it!lout ceiliure. \\~hetl 
~"O:l COllle to i!lfirll.:t }"oun~ p!rfo:~s, 'tl order to ren:,,-illg 
l~eir bajl:ifmal ~~tlgem~nts in the l.ord:ts furl~r» or .. if 
e\l~r }-Oll !i3\:-e occ~fion to i!lfirl.fi a I.eatilcil in or,lcrto hap
tiflll, I c~n aff~~ri! you, from e~perience, you will find the 
un!~_ll)!):: en~~t nf t!:e JO\V ftate llftliie;iplille amo&~g us. It 
\\"i:! 'Illn'~ll"\te»· firike }'oll ... iclt~ and thele c~techumeJls 
\~':li foon iY.;tra,-, 1\\' tileir dircourf~, IlO\V l.anl it is to have 

~ .; 

a juft fenfe of the fanatty oi t!le Chrifiian cMraaer, u'biJe 
(0 many pro':Ule perIoDs are fuiiered to be caHed Chnt 
,:~ns; and i\9! a Ie~y u'hof: conduU is ~ery exceptionlblc. 
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continue to be admitted at Rated times, to the reals of 
Guts covenant. 

Ho\y inc:xcufeabJe are we in this neglea? If the firfl 
Chrillian~ without tbe hdp or rant-lion of an eflablifh. 
ment, kept (0 Rria a difcipline, ",bat might we do, who 

, ha~e the countenance and approbation of the civil power. 
In difcipline then, be Rna, regular, and impartial. Kfpt. 
cially be impartial; It is commonly want of impartiality, 
that makes us fail in ftritlnefs. You will have many 
enemies to impartiality in difcipline. \~ ou "'ill have the 
gieat and ,,·e~thy~ nlany of Whotll, tllOUgh they Ji\:"e i~ 
o~n defiance of the laws and onlinances of Chrift, yet 
will be much oirended, and ::omplain of it as a grievous 
injury, if by ~ judicial fentellte YOll d~prive them of his 
name. Nay, yoo will find in evel)· conglegation rome 
profcf&ng piety, who, though they are well pleafed \yith, 
and commend the ftria el:ercife of difcipline in the cafe 
of others, yet when it comes to touch themfelves, or their 
own relatioDSt will ,\lfe many arts to evade it. But if 
you be firm and unbiaffcd in fo good a cawe, it win have 
a fenfible deB:. 

This leads me to exhort you in the whole of your 
work, public and private, to beware of the fin of Inan
pleafi~ I do not fay, beware of popularity: be cau re, 
in the fenfe to which common language hath confined 
that ,·ord, it is but one half of the fnare. Be6des, in 
propriety of fpeech, popularity fbonld lignify only being 
accepted an() bt:1ove(), ~~hicll in itfelf is neither llllty 
nor fin, but a bleffing. 1\'Ian-ple:t6fl!{ fignifies .. in Scril). 
lUre, having this as the end an(l Inotive of uur a8iolls, 
rather than being acceptable to God. You Ollgllt, ill .. 
deed, for edification, to avoid di!ple,,6ng any without 
necefiity. Bct as in this, fo in every other thing, you 
lbould have a far higher principle, than merely courting 
the fa~cr either of gre:tt or fin all, good or bad. It is, 
doubdefs, a mean and defpicable llrinciple, to aa only 
with a vic,,· of gaining the applaute of the vulgar ami 
ignorant.. But I I lave often wondered, how fome fhould 
fo boldly and uncharitably by this to the charge of their 
brethr~ll,.\vithoct confi,lering how ealy it is, with at leal~ 
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equal juftice, to prefume that they are under the influence 
of, and aaing with a view to pleafe the great. I am 
fure, there is a much fironger temptation to this than the 
fonner. And, if I am not millaken, fa\vning and fervi4 
lily hath been the road, in which ambitious and corrupt 
churchmen have travelled to preferment in every a1'''. 
The truth is, they are equally deteRable in the fight of God .. 
But the laft is muell more defiru8ive to the intereft of 
religion than the firft. The favor of the multitude can 
fcarcely be obtained, without either the truth or the a~ 
pearance of piety; but the favor of the great is often ob
tained by filence, and iuffering them in tlleir crimes, be. 
ing affiflant in their pleafures, or iubfervient to their poli. 
tical defigns. 

To deliver you, Sir, from both, remember the condi. 
tion on which you hold your office. "Son of man, I 
" have ma(le thee a watchman to the houfe of Ifrael : there. 
II fore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning 
"from me. When I fay unto the wicked, Thou fha1t 
"furely die; and thou givefl him not waming, nor 
" fpeakeft to warn the wicked from his wicked way to fave 
" his life: the fame wicked man 1hall die in nia iniquity, 
" btat his blood \\rill I require at thine hand:'a Forget 
then the foolifh aecufations of pOpularity or vanity; and 
cO:lfider, that your people are daily carried to their gra\·es, 
and you mult give an account of every foul that ~rifhes 
through your negleft. 

rro conclude, be much in earneR prayer to God, that 
he would fit you for your work, and crown your labours 
with fuecers. Prayer is abfoluteIy nece1fary to the Redraft. 
nels and growth of every believer, and efpecially to a mi
niner. IC you belieye the gofpeJ, you will believe that 
"every good gift cometh from above; that God only ~an 
make you an able and ureful panor; and this will make: 
you importunate with him for a plentiful meafore of the 
Holy Spirit to fit you for his fervice. And) defire to 
join in praying, that God, for Chrill's fake, would make 
}'Oll an "able minifler of the New Teftament,"-and 
help y~\l to preach the gofpelt not with the wifdom of 
"words,"-but with" the Holy Chon f\!nt down CrOll) 
" llC.l ,,·en. J, 

a Ezck. iii. 17 , IS. 
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YOU have heard the charge given. to your minilletl 
Are there then, fo man}~ duties incunlbent on hini 

by his Handing in the relation of a paRor to you? is not the 
relation mutual? And ate there not fevetal correfpon
dent duties incumbent on you as his people? I beg your . 
patience, while I put you in Blind of a few of the lnoft im. 
J»OrtaIlt arid neceffary. .. 

In the lirft p1ace, it is evid?ntly your duty diligent1y 
to attend upon his miniflry. It is plainly impoffib!e that 
you can profit by biro, if you do not hear him. 1 am (or. 
ry that there are matiy in thefe days, who pour co:.tempt 
upon the ordinances of Chrifl!'s infiitution. But in par. 
ticular, there hath been, of late, a great and remarkable! 
deferti6n of public worfhii> hy thofe of higher pnk. There 
Is a happy op(>ortuuity in this cafe to put aU foch among 
you in Iliind, that having fubJcribed a call to their minif. 
ter, they flan"l bound by conf~nt to attend upon him. Is 
it not fllrllrifing to tllink, that any filOllld forget the ternlS 
in Wilicil tllat invitatiol1 rUI1S. '\? OU illtteat him "to take 
" the charge of your fouls, and proQlife him all due obe.; 
I'rliellce and :bbnlillion in the Lord." (;:\11 a man hr.neft
ly fubfcribe this, ,vho fddom ·.ome~ within the walls of 
any cllurcll ? Olle "·,)llld l)t countecl infamous in the 
world, \\')10 fhould aCl ill the face of a figri~(l obligation, 
in any othet Dlatter. or who even tboulcl faliify a foleroli 
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~romlre. And, is it lefs criminal, hecaufe :it Rlltes to 
religion and th~ fervice of God ? It is indeed feldom re· 
{enteel or punifhed by men, becaufe the offence is ~ot 
immediately againfl them, but it remains to be punifbed 
by that righteol1s God, U To whom verigeance belongs,
II ao(1 who will not be mocked.}' 

In the next place, 01Y brethren, let me intreat you to 
be tender of the charafler of your minifter, and of mini. 
fiers in genera1. As their office makes the guilt of their 
fins great, and:13 a nain on their chanfler is moll hurt. 
ful to re1igion, on both accounts, you ought not rafhly to 
receive an accufation againft them. I do not mean to atk 
indulgence to the unwi>rthy, I give them up freely to that 
reproach and contempt which they juilly deferve. But 
let it fall upon the perfon, and not upon the office. Do 
not transfer the faults of particulars to the who!e order. It 
is eafy to obfc:rve the different reception which the faults or 
mifcarriages of mininers meet with~ froOl penons difter .. 
endy (lifpofed. -rhe good are affeaed with grief and COD

cero for the offence, or .filled with zeal and indignation 
againfl the finner. But loofe and cardefs perfons difpa .. 
rage the profc:1Iion, alld biers themfelvcs in their own uni. 
formity and confifiency of charaaer. You loay fpVe 
,"our reflc:aions. "That minifiers are but men, minifters 
;, a.-e but like other men," and the like, wIlen, I afi"ure 
j"on, we deny it nct. \Ve )lave all the fame Pleat interell 
at na..~e. 'Ve often fpeak the more earn'!nly t~ you, left .. 
\\-hile we preach tile gofpel to others, ''Ie ourfcl\'es fhould 
be cafi-3.ways·; and many times defcribe the workings o( 
a d.eceitful, wandering, fiot'&l-..". worldly Iflind, by taking 
tile copy froln our own. 

It faHs vel.Y properly in my way on this occafion, to 
t.lke notice of a reproach 'hrown upon milliners, by the 
mifbke or perverfion of two of the qudiions ~fually pu, 
iit an ordination, and wl.ich you have jun heard put to 
your mininer. They are fuppofed by many to be ruch a. 
110 mall can anfwer with truth, and fo quite improper to 
b~ PUl at all. The firll of them is ill the following lerms, 
., Are not zeal for the bonor 1)1' God, love:o Jdhs Chrift, 
"and tlefire cf f.1.vinz your fouls, your ireat moth"es, anti 

'-OLe II. ~ L 
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~, cllief indllcements, to ellter into tlle funClion of the ho. 
"Iy miniflry, and not worldly defigns and interefts." 
rrhis is ma!iciollily interpreted to fuppofe, that a minlUer 
in accepting of ~ fixed charge, hath 110 view or in!ention~ 
primary or fecondary, of being provided of a mainte. 
nance. 1'llis \\-Olllll be botl1 Ulloattlral and unreafonable. 
'·l'hev tlla~ fen'e at the aitar, mull Ji\'e b}· th~ altar." 
The piain nleaning is, That the great motives of a mi. 
niller, in confecrating hilnfelf to this employment, and 
accepting the particular nation affignecl him, o~lght to he 
tIle Ilollor of Joe], an(l interetl of religion, as eXllreifed 
abo\?e. }\tlll fllrel,~~ tllat this {houlel be ~!le cafe, hath ., 

llothing in it increclible in O!lr country! t~e pro\-iiion for 
the minifiry not being fo large, but a man of tolerab1e 
abilities llath a milch greater hazar,l of riling to \\1ealth 
and dignity in nlany other etllployment~. But alas! ho\v 
ignorant are they 'Vll0 cavil at tilis queiiion? Do they 
llot ktlO\V that every Chriflian is bound hai1itllal1y and fu. 
jJrCl11ely to regarcl tIle glory of God in all Ilis aCtions? 
"rhis is not peculiar to nlinifiers, except fo far as they 
Ollght to l"le exenlplary in e\~er}' thi11g. ',\T 0 to e\1ery nlan 
in tl1is a1fcnlbly, be }lis empJO}lnlent what it \vil), jf he 
<Ioes Ilot ha11itllally poillt Ilis \\rhole atlioilS to tIle t~lor)7 of 
(;0(1. ,. Ye are not )~Ollr o\,'n ; J'c are bougl1t \vith a price; 
"therefore glorifY God with your bodies, and your fl>irits, 
" whicll lre GQtl's." a 

The otller queflion is tl1is, " Ha\:-e )·ou ufe(l atl}' llndlle 

" metllo(ls by YOllrfelf or others, ill procuring tllis call ?" 
It is impoHible to find fau1t with this quefiion, but by leav. 
ing out the \vord, utldlle. At-ld illdeed, it is fo tir from 

'-.,; 

bei11g \Vr011g, tI)at tl1ere i\.lOtllcl be 110 harm if it "rere more 
l')articularlyexplained. It was prohably intended to elil: 
cOflrage all bri~llillg 31111 iolicitatioIl, otllt!r tllan a nlatl's 
real character does for it!elf, or the free unhilffed judgment 
of others, inclines them to do in his behalf. T appr~htnd 
it does reacll a rCI)r()of to all tJloie, ,\yllO e:t}1er l)ronlote 
or Illn(1er fet t lerr~ents frol11 pol itical rOl111ex 1011S, or ill 
expectation of temporal favors· tlud to thofe \\'ho, hy pro·. 
Jllii~s or tll'-"ntnlTlgs, en(lea\rOllr t() ir111uellce tllcir jllj~riors' 
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in fuell a callfe. In the mean tilne, I dare fay it will be 
allowed, that :lny thing of this kind don~ by· a miniller 
)liJllj~l:~ or at Ilis direcliul), in his own favor, would be \'ery 
wron~: and, blefied be God, it is at pretect among us cen. 
fiderc(} as highly in(lecent and criminal. 

I G1Ufi: alfo put you in nlio(l of the ~eat duty of family 
inftruCt!on and gorvernment. Heads of fami!i~s muft pre. 
pare their children and fervants for receiving benefit by 
public infi:rutlion, and endeavor by repetition to fix it in 
their mind~ It is our duty to fpeak plainly, no doubt; 
but it is impoffible, prefervilig the dignity of the pulpit, to 
fpeak in fuch a manner as to be underfiood by thofe who 
have had no previous infiruaion in a familiar way. It is 
like calling feed upon an unopened, unprepared foil, 
\\~hich takes no root, and hril1gS forth no fruit. ls it not 
hard, t!1at, \\~hen mallY are fo ready to fintl fault \vith 
every· negleB: of minifters, and fometimes expea Illore 
work from one, than ten can perform, they fhouJd take fa 
little pains in their fal11ilies, there fmaller diflritts, \\'hich 
are committed to their o\\rn charge. 

To conclude all, Strive together with your minifier in 
your prayers to God for him. rrhere is no way more 
eflcaual to prepare him for ferving you in the gofpeJ, 
ancl there is no \vay more proper for preparing you to 
attend upon his miniftry. If you make confcience of 
tllis duty, you will come to receive the anfwer of your 
prayers, and illdeed to llear the \vord of God. Alas! 
tllat there filould be fo fe\V of onr hearers of this charita
ble, fympathifing kind. We have fome flupid and in. 
ienfible hearers, forne proud ;yld difdainful hearers, many 
criticifillg all(} cellillrillg 11earers, bllt fe\v Ilra}7il1g hearers. 
Let all that fear God give themfelves to this duty. And 
let them not onJ}~ renlelnL)er that corner of God's vine
}7ard in \vhich tl1eir o\vn lot is cafl, but tIle l\:ingdom of 
Chrift in general; and pray, that his name may be great, 
"from the rifing of the fon, unto h.is going down.'" 
~\men. 
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-...... ~ 

I S A I A H, Ii. 9. 

_41i"'ll~, mttcl~, P'lt OIl stTfngth, 0 crIll if tile LO.ll D : 
_4.1l'(I~" (1S in the alleiellt dn!ls in tilt' gener("ltio,~s ~r Gill • 
..Art 'l~t th~l' it that hath ellt R{l/lllh alld It'CUJldc:d the 
Jrag~n. 

" ~ TE are this day called by our fovereign to the duty 
V V of folemn faiiing and humiliation, and to earnell 

prayer for the bleffing of God on his councils and arnIS. 
Religion and humanity confpire in urging us to a hearty 
culnl))iance, efl)ecially \vhile public affairs \vear fo threat
ening all afpect. It OUgilt alfo to a\\:aken tIle attention, 
ar.ld increafe the ferioufnefs of every particular worfhip
ing a ffembly , that they are joi.ling with fo many others 
ill intreating deliverance from thefe national calamities, 
in which all are equally concerned. 

'Ve have often, for fome years pall, proferred to humble 
ourfelves in the fight of God, and have dorle it, alas! \vitll 
a fhameful coldnefs and indifference, or with an hypocri
fy fiiII more criminal. But it is remarkable, tllat fuch is 
lile fituation of affairs at prefent, as hath given an alarnl 



e\'en to tome of the molt illfenfibJe, ant) conflrailletl them 
to confider this duty as now tomcwhat more than a form. 
There has been for foole time! pall, fliCh a continlJance 
all<l increafe of pllblic jUllgnleots, Juch a fcries of aborti~·c 
projeds, and broken difconcerted fchemes, as makes the 
D10n obliinate and incon6derate ftand and paule, and feri
oufl)' afk, Is there not a caufe ? 

Our fetting apart thi,s day, and applying ourfdves to 
the duty of falling and prayer, implies a confeffion of the 
power and providence of God. 

It implies, that we believe in him, as the Almighty 
Creator, an(l righteous Governor of the \vor1d; tJle Jll
preme Difpofer of every went, and fO\'erei~n .Arbiter of 
the fate of nations. }-Io\v \vere it to be \\-i1l1eli, that tllere 
was a jufl: fenfe of this truth on the minds of all of e\-ery 
rank! And that, in alll\rho are i)l any nleafure jincere 
on this occaflon, the impreffion Dlay not be tranfient and 
pari:ial, hut lafiing and effeCtual! It fhonld e~cite us to a 
holy jealoufy over ourteIH!s, that we have fo often effayed 
the 1ike duty without any apparent fuccefs. "Is there un
'~righteoufnefs with God? God tor!1id !" The fault, 
uoubtlefs, lies ill ourlelves. Our falls Ila,~e not been fllell 
as God 11as cllofell, alld tl1erefore he Ilath refufed to hear 
our pra}'ers. 

III genera), no <loubt the e\lidellce antI the effe3: of an 
.tcceptable faft, is repentan(~e cOlnllleated by reforlnatioll. 
\Vhere this is wanting~ we are jl1lUy liable to the charge 
l)rou~ht by tIle propl~et Ifaiall agailltl the chil(lreIl of Ifi-ael, 
" Bring rIo more vain oblations, illcenfe is an abo(Jlillati .. 
" on unto me, the new moons and l~lbbaths, the calling of 
" affemblies I cannot away with, it is iniquity, even the 
.. , fo1emn lllc~ting. Your new moons~ and your appoint
., ed feails nly foul 11atetJl, tl1ey are a trouble unto me, I 
" am \veary to bear tllelll. Al1d ,vllen )re fprea(l fortIl 
" your 11allds, I \vil1 hi,le nline eyes [rorn you: yea, \Vhetl 

,- ye tnalie many pra}7ers, I \vilillot hear: )~our Ilantls are 
U full of blood. " a 1'here is no queflion but the unre· 
ilrained flood of impiety which has overfpread this nation, 

Il Ira. j. l~), ~.t, 1 5. 



fblidts divine \'engeance, antI pre\"ents the t.:fficacy even 
of tile fil1cere prayers tJ13t are oflerell up for deli,·erance 
and mercy. But as~ with refre'>d.·;) particular pc! rion s, 
every error or defefi in pratlice 1~ the confequem:e of an 
erroneous or dc:fet1ive principle, as every vicious aClipl'. 
proceeds from an impure heart; fo, in a national capacity, 
I am perfuaded that our fafiing and prayer has been fun. 
damentally Wf011g, or efientially defeftive in itfelf, and 
therefore, has beell follo\ve(l by iittle or no fenfillle fruit; 
or rather that impiety, which it 1hould have removed, it 
hath onI}· contlibutell to increafe. 

For this reafon my intention at this time is to point 
out to you ""hat is the j~!fl ant) prar.er objetl: of prayer for 
tii\line aill in a time of pul.)!ic c31anlit}~t as \\-ell as the 
great encollragement to its exercife. }t'or this there is a 
proper ioundatiQn in the paffage of Scripture jufi: read in 
your hearing. In the former part of the chapter, the pro
pllet had pronollnced man~" graciOtlS pronlifes, of inward 
and fpiritual pro fperi ty 1 and of outward profetlion and fe
(llrit}, to the cllllrch, tilOUgh furrolltlde() and threatened, 
bv enetnits to l1er iJltcrefis ill both refpeCts. He then 
~JlaIl;!eS ti,e {orIn of 11!S lii!courfe, perfonates believers, 
allll ill tlleir nalne, as Olle of thelll, addreIres to God the 
pra)'er ill the text, " _-\\\·ake, t\\\~ake, put en firength, 0 
h arm of the Lord: awake as in the ancient days, in the 
" generatiolls of 01(1: art not thou it that hath cut Rahab 
,~ and wou~dec the dragon ?») 

Ffhe bc:auty lnd ftrtngth of this language, the juflnefs 
and force of the figuTes here ufed, it is almofl impoffible 
to overlook. Ffhe prophet prays for fuch a difplay of di. 
vine po\ver (ltlJ mercy as naigi1t be fignal alld iellfible. 
u Awake, awake, put on firength," that is, exert thy 
I~ower, dircuver thy glory in fuch a manner~ as that thy 
l)refent fcrbt>arance may he like the vigor of a wakinti 
nlan, C('t111!arc(1 to tlie def:':llcelefs an<i ili3cti\-e flate of 
Olle tJ'at j~ tifl a11e~i). ,,() aro) of tIle I .. orll.)l 1'!lis ex-
preffion, th:; ~rm of l:le' Lord, with the:: 3(itliti('n of making 
hare his hci~~ :lrm, i:: ircquently nfed in SCTjl ... t~re; and it 
is to liron~, and ~t t :1~ fam~ time, fo inteliigil>1t ~l figure, 
tLat it is i(\lFoffib!~ to amp!i(r or explaill, widloct \~·eak. 



~S6 Pr(1)'tr for .L1:uiollaJ PrcJspa-ity 

ening it. In tiu: Ian p3r~ of the \"erfe, he animates hi~ 
o~vn fitith, alll! ellf()rces Ilis TcqlJefl, L))' taJlillg to remem
brance pall tranlilaior;m aud former difp!ays of the power 
and grace of an unt:hM.g~~hle Goel. By Rahab and the 
dragon we are to underlland Egypt and her k!ng, as ap
pears h~· comparing other p~\rraJ.!es of Script'ue, particular
ly by 1'1: ]xxxvi.4- and Ezek. xxix. 3. tht: Jaii of which 
TllllS thus: u rrhus J'itith the Lord. Beho!t:. I am againft 
"tl1ce, Phar~oh king of Egj"pt, the great (lrag<;n tilC\t lieth 
" in the 1~.i{lil elf his rivers: \\-},ich hatll ii1!(l, Gly river is 
t' 111ir.e (,\,all, atltl I 11ave n13(le it fc)r m}'!e]t:" 

111 dicouding on this fubjeCJ, \"hat I propofe, through 
tllc affiiial)ce of lli\lille gT~t(e, is, 

T. To point out to you the import of this prayer in the 
ftr!l plrt of this pitfi~\ge, U Awake, awake, put on ftrength i 

, .. () ar:n of tlle Lor(l." 

II. To ci)nfider the encollra{.;'~ment inclllded ill the Jaft 
part of it, U Awake as in ancient days, in th~ generations 
., of 01t1: art not tilOU it tlllt lllth cut Rallub, and ,\="ound
.' ed tile dragoll !', 

III. 1'·0 apply the fuhjcEt to our prefent fituation. 

And '\Te are to confider, 
1. 1'"he meaning and import of the prayer: cc ... t\.wake, 

U awake, put on firength, 0 arm of the I.ord." AnJ in 
this I have no hope either of inftruCling or perfuading any 
llUt tllofe \'v'ho hav-e forne meaftlrC of real religion, who do 
llllfeigIle(lly believe, ancl \\lill, whel1 called llPOll, recolleCt 
the cOllflallt ftlperi!1tcll{lcllCY of Di\line Pro,,· itlcnce. Tllefe 
only \vill 11e leofil)le that, as ever}' eve11t is (iirettc(l arl(l 
over.ru1ccll)}, t11e Altnigllt}1, fo tllere arc righteolls, \vife 
all(l graciolls ptlrpofes tG be ferve(i 11Y tIlcm. All men it 
is trlle .. are really to COtllI)laill Ull(l(!r cliflrefs. The molt 
\vicl~c(t all(l l)rofligate __ " \Y~'hen the \vatc.rr; are gone ilito 
" their foul," \vhen they feel their milery, will cry for re
lief. All(l, as tIle}' ,viII turn tlletn O~l every 11a\1(1, ant} 
lay hold on every twig that may afford the ~can profl)~a of 
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fa"ing tbem from' finkin:;, fo the terror of di"ine pourer, 
,,-ith \vhich ptll))it caJan1ity is fometimes accompallied, 
,,-ill even make them cry unto God. But there is a great 
difference, bet\veen this cOlnpJaillt of tile miferabJe, anll 
the prayer of faith, which proceeds upon jufi views of the 
nature and government of God, and is affured of fuccefs. 
It may fometimes pl~~de God to make uit: of dt:folating 
judgments or alarminci public {hokes to a\'-aken a fecure 
ttJoughtlefs generation; but (lutiful, acceptable alld fue
cefsful pr~ytr for t1:cir rtmoval, can only bt! the work of 
his o\\'n chilclren. 

Perhaps it may be th~ught unnecefElry to diretl. perfons 
of this charaCter to the proper objeCt of their prayers, as 
they mull be fuppoit:tl llal)itualJ}· to flo\\· froln rigllt prin
ciples, and to poin~ at jul1 and -warrlifaabie ends. But it 
is certain, that, when wickednefs and profanenef!: greatly 
ln~l ulliverfally pre\7ail ill an}? nation, the real fervants of 
GCll are Jl0t OIlly fe\\~ in nutnber, bllt even this little flock, 
al\\1ays receives ionle degree of infeCtion. This we are 
taught to expea by our bleffed Saviour, who fays, " And 
" becaufe iniquity fhal1 abound, the love of many fhall 
., ~-ax cold." r!'he,y 01a}' both be negligent and defec-
tive in their dut}F" refirainillg pra}'er before God, an(1 may 
be in a great meafure unmindful of the great and princi
pal vie\vs \vith l\?hicll tIley ought to offer up their inter
ceffory requet1s. But, hoping that all fuch among you as 
are jutUy liable to this charge, will difcern the light, and 
feel the force of divine truth, it is n1y defire to fiir up your 
pure minds by way of remelnbrallce. . 

Alld, ill general, fuell a petitioll as this, "A\vake, 
"awake, put on firength, 0 arm of the lord," fuggefis to 
us, tilat our prayers for (livine interlJofition and deliver
ance {i'om public calamities fhould be fupremely direCted 
to tIle glory of Goel. 1'his, as it is, upon the wllole, the 
leading purpore of every real believer, fo it ought to hallow 
every fingle action, and purify every particular defire. 
Therefore our prayers mutl be conceived in fuch a tmlnner, 
and our denres after deliverance mufi be fo qualified, that 
the (upreme honor due to God may be preferved invio~ 
bte, that duty may maintain its precedency before inter-

\' OLe II. 3 :LVI 



]>ro),tr for Ai:liona! Prosperity 

en, aI',· fill may (le nill more feared an<l a\'oi(le(l than fuf ... 
fering. The great end both of perianal "tniction, and na
tiol~al corr~:aiOl1, is to \veaken Ollr attachlllt!Jlt to preftnt 
and temporal ~njoyment, by fiaining its ~lory, and con
vincing us of its vanity. If then our chief or only aim, 
ill afl~ing deliverance front OIJt\\!'arcl calar1} it}" is lllat \\~ 
may again recover the cafe and q!liet of I~curity, and the 
pleafure of plenty, though we may feem to honor God by 
inlploring 11is aid, yet is our llonlage real]}' givell to a fen .. 
fual iclol. 

rl"hat this is neither impoffibIe nor 11nfreqnellt, is l)lain 
from the hifiory of the children of If rae 1. 'I'hey oEen ap
plied to God in their tlraits: u 'Vhen he ilew them, then 
" they fotlpJlt hinl,- tlley rt:turneu and f))4juire(1 early af .. 
"ter God.;'a But this fort of feeking~ merely for pre
rent relief, or teillporal lnercies, \\'as tar from being ac
ceptable to him. \V e are told, that it was tempting God, 
thus " to a1k meat for tlleir Jull." bIll oppofition to this, 
let us look into the groullcls affignetl ill Scripture for God's 
granting dt:li\7erance, and tl)ellCe learn with what views 
we ought to implore it. 1'he Pfalnlifi faj"s, "Never
" thelefs lle faved tlleln for his name's fake, that he nlight 
" make 11is nlighty po\\rer to be known. "c And tIle pro. 
phet Ezekiel, '" But I wrought for my name's fake, that 
" it fhould not be polluted before the Heathen among 
" whonl the)' \vere, ill \vhofe fight I macle lTIJ'felf l~llo'vn 
" to them, ill bringillg then) forth out of tIle lanel of Eg)'pt." 

But in order to illuUrate this a little further, ob!erve, 
that a jllfi regarcl to the glory of God, in OLIr pra,}7ers, in} .. 
plies the two following things. 111 the firfi place, That we 
expeCt deliverance from God a1one, ddire that it may be 
attendee! with ruch circl1milances as his hand and power 
may be feen in it, and an! willing to acknowledge him as 
the fupreme and only AutllOr of it. This is plainly in. 
cluded in the words of the prophet, "Awake, awake, put 
" on firengtl1, 0 arnl of tIle 1 .. or(I.1) As if 11e 11atllaicl, Itl 

thee al0Ile is Otlr hOl1e; "cllrfecl be tl1e n'lal1 that TJlal<eth 
~' fIefh his arm.;' A profane irreligious ptople r.re always 
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prone, in unrlertaking any enterprize, to put their troll 
in hum:ln prowds, to ; lory and hoaft in the greatnefs of 
tlleir itl~!l·Jth. AI1C\ \\,llell ti-Iey are diftlp))oitlte(l in their 
eKpettati01I~' they are read} t~ dwell fo t lUC~ upon fe .. 
corld catlfes, i!lat tile}? elltirel}' overlook, or are witll great 
difficulty llrougl~~ to ackno\vledge the fuprenle a~ency of 
God. W t: luay, !10\VeVer be fenfibl~, by Ilis takillg to 
himielf fo often, in Scriptllre, the title of tIle lord of holls, 
.U great ill might and firong in hattIe," that fuch conduel: 
-is robbillg hinl of the glory rllat is jul1ly Jlis dul' Ma
ny are the \varnings \ve have in the! \vord of God not 
to place too much confidence in any human means of 
faft:ty. " Put not your truft in princes (fays the Pfalmifi) 
~, nor in the fon of man ill whom tllere is no help.a There 

.~, is no king faved by the multitude of an hon: a mighty 
,., man is not delivered by much firength. An hor1e is 'a 
" vain tllillg for fafety, nei~her can he deiiver any b}' his 
" great firength. "b An(I tllere is no Scripture truth more 
frequently) or more fenfib1y confirmed in the courfe of 
providence. How often do we find, both in former and 
later ages, the events of war diametrically oppofite to tIle 
greaten human probability, a~d the moil confident hu-
mall expeCl;ltioll ? -

Now prayer for divine interpofition fhould always be 
macie under a deep i111lJreffion of this trutll. And indeed 
we filall never COllie to importullity a 11(1 fervency in 
pra}1er for filch a mere)', till \\'e are fi)lne\vhat affeCted 
\vith it. All tIle 1101101" that is given to man is taken from 
God. All trllft al1(i (lepenclallce 011 hllman means as fuch, 
or 011 their C)\vn account, divides and weake:ns our reli
allce on Goel. But when he is c011fidered as the lingle 
~nd only fource of relief, \\·e aI)ply \vith that arclor ancl 
earneHnefs which neceffity and extremity fuggeit. This 
doth not hinder the diligent uie and application of outward 
1T1eanS, ~ut l(eeps tl1er11 in their proper place, induces us 
to afi{ tIle (liv'ille blelli'lg t1lJon tl1enl, antI preVeJlts us from 
provoking tq.t! divine jealoufy by idolizing and truUing in 
i,llem. 
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It ought alfo to b~ our defire, that the glory of divin~ 
power may vifibly fhine in our deliverance; not only 
that his hane} m,lY do it, but that Ilis hand nla\· be feen in 

~ J 

it, and, if poffible, to the conviction of all. Nothing is 
more impious, antI nothing more provokillg to Go(l, thaI) 
when men arrogate to themfelves the honor of what they 
have done by llis help, or acqtlire(l by the bounty of his 
"provi(lence. Here tIle language of the prolld rnonarcJl of 
the eafi, "Is not tIl is- great Babylon that I have built, for 
"the houfe of the kingdom, by the might of MY power, 
." and for the hon<.>r of ~{y majefiy!"a But mark the 
unexpeacd cl1ange by the Inore powerful \\1ord of the 
King of kings. "When -the \vord \vas in the king's 
"mouth there feil a voice froln heaven,· faying, 0 King 
"Nebuclla(lnezzar, to thee it is fpoken, the kingdom is 
"departeli from tllce." b 1-1o\v ' orte~ itl ~cripture is the 
dearut1ion and PUllifllment of kings and princes afcribed 
to their ielf .. fufficiencjr, infolence ancl pride? Thus in 
that remarkable !1ropilecy againft the king of Babylon": 
" For t!lOll haft f~\i(l Iii tIline heart, I will afcend into 
"hea\-en, I will exalt my throne above the fiars of God: 
" I will iit alfo upon tIle -mount of t]le cOllgregation in 
"tIle fides of tIle north. -' I ,viII al~ell(l- above the heights 
ce of the clou(ls: I will be like tIle Inofi High.' Yet tllC~ 
"l'halt be bro~ght do\\:-n to hell, to the fi{les C?f ~ the pit. 
u rrhey that lee thee, thall narrowly look upon thee and 
cc confider thee, faying~ Is this the man that "made the 
" earth to trenlble, that di(l fllake kingdotns? That' ma(le 
" the \vorld as a \villiernefs, ancl defiro}'"ecl tl1e cities tllere
" of ~ that opened not t11e houfe of his priio11ers ?" c HO\\r 
firongly does this prove, that in order to ·pray acceptably 
for the interpofition of cli\iine Proviclence"ve 1110l1ld b~ 
willing that GO<.l alone flloultl Ilave the honor entire and 
untiividecl. "Tpat the lofty looks of Inan fllOlll(1 be hll m
~'bled, and the haughtinefs of man fhould be bowed down, 
"and the Lordaloneexaited in that day."d ':Vas it not 
thus tllat the ancient \varriors ()f: he Ilol}1 nation fougllt and 
profpered? In confidence of divine aid, or reilgned to 
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the divine will, they went out and played the men for' 
their people and the cities of their God. And ~'hen the, 
hau (lone io, tlley aCkllO\v-]c{lgell tilat llis right hand ard 
his Ijol}, arnl l1a(1 gotten llll\i tlle viClory. See the fong 
of Mofes on 11 is v iaory o~·cr the Eg)' ptians. " 1'hy right 
hand, 0 Lord, is become glorious in power; Thy right 
"hand, 0 Lor(l, has (Jafllecl in pieces tIle enelny. ..'\nd 
" ill tIle greattlcfs of thille excellency tllOll haft overthro\vn 
u them that rore up againfi thee: 1"hou fentefi forth thy 
"\vrath, \\~hich cotlflllne(l tllem as fiubblc(1." 

I cannot conclude this branch of the fubjet} without 
Dbfcrvillg, that \\re 1~3,·e hac} in tIle courfe of Providence 
a very recent inftance, both of a fingular appearance of 
the 11and of (;od in defence of a righteollS caufe, and a 
moclcfi afcriptiol1 of it to tl1e pO\\ler of tIle Highefl. Til at 
prince, ,\?})o appears no\·v to be tlle chief out\vard fupport 
.of the prcteflailt callfe ill EurolJe, has been enabled lite
raIl)' (acccr(ilng to tIle anciel1t pronlife) "witll five to 
"chafe a hut1tlre(l, a11d \\?ith a 11undred to put ten thou
'~fa11d to flight." l'he greatefi eart}11y potentates had 
.combil1ecl aga~llfi 11im and confpired his ruin. Affured 
of v ittory, they were forging chains for his followers. 
an(l cli\9i(ling his ~nlleritance by lot. But in the name of 
t11c Lortl ile fet u11 l1is flal1(lar(1. Fl'he Lord turned tIle 
counftls of his e11cI11ies into confufion. His vitlories 
ha\:-e been nllmerO"lS, extraoTclinary and important. 
And he hath all along avoided boafiing and vain-glory, 
and pioufly acknowledged that U Salvation belongeth un. 
to GOti." 

In the fecond place, in applying to God fOI" an extraor .. 
dinary interpofition of his providence, we ought 31fo to 
pray for a ciifpenfation of his grace and mercy- When 
we pray that the arm of the Lord may awake and put on 
flrength, it fhouid be that a revival of religion may ac
cOlni1any rerTII1ora) re]iet~ atlc1 that by a plentiful effufion 
of the Holy Spirit many finners may be delivered from 
the wodi of bondage, and brought to the glorious libeltJ 
of t11e childrcIl of God. As tllis 1hould be in itfelf the: 
t . 



ohjefl of our defire .. fo it fhoul,l he infeplrahly jo:ned 
with the ot!.er , an,) tlleir mutt:31 C:lllnexion itilt k~pt in 
view. Temporal mercies to a nation, 3S wdl as to par
ticular pertOtls, otl~ht 31\\"~l}"S to t'e 111adC! fl!b!t:T\-it:nt to the 
promoting of truth and ri!!hkOufnds. It is remarkable, 
that tllt:f~ (\\-0 things are al\'~a)'s j~)illf~tl in St;ripture ... -\Ild. 
in(l~:cd~ if te~l ~ poral nlercj~s he cOlllil!er~(1 ill the light I 
forilltr).~· nlentione(l, it is ilnpotJjbJt~ !Ilat tlley call be 
afurllit:r. Let anyone cO!lilllt tht! illt~rc~flor~· pr3~"ers in 
,-hicli ~~'!i\~erance froTn exterl131 calall1~!}~ is intre,ltfli, 
the prol)he(:i~s in \vhie!l it is pro,niJt:ti, or the fOl1gS of 
praile in " .. llicll it is celt;br,\tl~l. and Ile ,\~i11 fintl l th3t the 
purity and fpiritllal pro!~rit!1t oi (i()(l~s heritage is fiill 
kept in \tie,~r," rrhe}" are conlitiere<l as in\'"ol\~ed in one 
another, and the one, as onl}' ~cl)ll.\b)e, becauie leadil1g 
to the other. Infiead of enumerati:lg many paffagcs, i 
fhall only mention one of the prophet H31l!h. " .A.nd I 
'" \\-ill tUlil nlillC halld upon thee, allli purel)- Illlrge a\\'ay 
" all thy (i:-ofs anll take a\vayall th}r tin. Aillil \vill re .. 
" nore thy judges as at the firU, and thy counlellors as 
"at the begintlillg: AftcT\\-artl tllCU fhalt be c~ll)e~! the 
&' city of righteoufilefs, tile !:,it!ltlll cit}~. Zion fltall be 
"redeemed wi~hjudgment, and her cOIl"erts with rigrate. 
" OUfllc:is. ') 

.AI1~, my brethren, is not the arm of tIle Lord ~n(l tl1e 
glory of his power particlll;\rl}'" di1i)ia)'ecl, ,,~ilel1 tIle Illtlu
ellce antlllonl!llioll of error is detir~leti, ;ln~l tIle ol)fiilla. 

~ 

cv an(l rebellioll of 1il~nc:rs is flll1\!ucll? ~l~ilis is a Illore 
J 

extraor<.lillClr\'", as \veli as a nlore ~xcellent eflcct of ))O\V-

er, tllall proorlcillg tilt! J:!reatefl Cha!l~eS in (lltr out\rar"l 
1tate aru.1 COlltlitioil. It feenls to l)c Otl tilis aCCOllnt tllat, 
in Scril)ture, tIle Sa\'lt)llr of fill11tlS, the kil1~ of Zion, is 
fo often reprd~nted as glorious in his !)erfon, and great in 
his po\ver, \\ f'or llilto liS a clliltl is !)orn, tlnto us (l ion 
" is gi\=-~Il, an(l tIle go\'"crntl1ent filall l)(! lllJon llis f11()lll

" (ler, all(l his 11~llne thall lle callc:<l '\'~otl(lLrful, (:olllllel
" lor, the mighty God, the evc:rla!ling: Father, the Prince 
,~ of peacc.il Gird thy fword upon thy thigh, 0 nlOft 



·& ~fighty: with thy glory and thy majefiy. And in thy 
" majdly ride profperoufly, becaufe of truth and meek
u nels and righteoufnefs; and thy right hand ~n teach 
.& thee terrible: tllings. J',~ Thefe:: and a nlultitiide of Olller 
palTages plainly f]lOw tint the r.onverfion of finners, and 
defeatihg the powt:rs of the princes of darknefs, require 
an exertion, and is a fignal difplay of the flreucith of the 
divine arms. 

Bllt as it is a matter of the utmofl: importallce 3n(1 pro. 
priety at prcfent, I mufi beg your patience, while I enclea. 
'Jor a little to illulir,lte tlle necel1ity of jOillillg earl1eli ill. 
terceffion for tIle fC\'i ~"al of religion allc} the glory of Chrifl's 
kin~(lonl, \vith Ollr pra}"trs tor a reco\~ery of natiollal prof. 
perity. . 

I~t)r illilfirating tl1is let us attend to tIle tl1ree follo\ving 
particu l~lrs. 

I. \\! e llave no warrant to afl~ the lan of tllefe without 
the fir!l. 

2. 'Ve have no reafon to expeCl: that it will be feparate
l}- bt:fio\\fed. 

3- If it fhOtlld, in any degree, it would not be a blef
fing but a curle. 

Firft, we have no warrant to afk national profperity 
without a revival of religion. Our prayers are then only 
lvarralltal)le \\r}len \\ye a<.ljufi and prol)ortioll our efleem of 
the nlercies of GO(! to their real \vorth, and defire them for 
their proper enos. Now, a love to one's country, and a 
defire of its Ollt\\rar{l \velfare, is, no dOllbt, an excellent 
alld all amiable (lifpofition. But it is nlucll more 10 to be 
concerne\.l for tlleir everlafiirlg interefl. ,,,"'hy doth tile 
]o\'e of Ollr country merit any praife, but IJecaufe it is a 
Jiijlofition and tendency to communicate happinefs? But 
\Vllat is tenll)oral to etertlal 11al)piIlefs? \Vllat is a fruit. 
ful field to a renewed heart? Peace at home to peace with 
God? Security from an earthly opprdfur, to deliverance 
from tIle \\"ratll to cOllle? A cOin paffionate lleart bleecls for 
the mile .. ), of his fdlow-creatures in poverty or bondage; 
imt a JanCtified heart is Hill more deeply affeCted with the 
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ignorance ,lud guilt of o~hers. dnd their endJefs ccnfeq,}en
"5. No\v is it a \Varrallta!l!e nllnner of ofr~rillg UI) o~lr 
defires to God, to adnlire or alk a alare in !I~e boUllt~ .. cf 
"is provi(lence, \\·Ilile \\-e d,-ti)11~ aIld trampJt: ullon tile 
riches of llis grace? 

But that fue)} prayers are un~,~arrantlble, (lot~l not ont}· 
appear fr()m the Ulljuft prtl~r~11t:c: gi\'t:"11 to !:::n~r b::~o:'~ 
greater mercies, but from th:!ir bein6 l to:al p~r\'(~rfi~n of 
our (lefires from the great POillt itl \r).ich ti~e)' Oli~:!t to 
centre. Tht: gifts of GO(I are intciltled to Jea(l liS to t~e 
giver; the eV~11ts ?f his l)r()\-j\.!ence to be Jtlb!~r\-it:llt !o 
the methods of h:s grace. '\:-h~:), there!o:-e, we dk tem
poral profr..erity, without an e\lual, or r.nber fl,p~rior foJiJ 
citu(le for tIle ell)ightt!llill~ all~! f~tllaif)·illg itltlut:l~~~S ~f 
tlIe flaIy Gtioll, '\~e are alienating l~is nlercies il'on1 their 
proper ufe, turning them into weapons of rebellion a~ai!lfl 
hinl., atlU clleriihing tllat lo\'c of t!l-: \\·crIJ \\"Ilich is !le
firutlive of the love of GOtl. 

Secondly, As all fuch defires are unwarrantable and dif. 
crderl}r, fo \\ge have no reafon to expeCt that tlle)~ filal} be 
zranted. Let us recall to lnil1d this importallt truth, tllat 
God is the fllpreme Diij)oltT of aU events. Every prof.. 
perous event is the effeCt of his bOtlnt~·. Every calalnity 
is the rod of his anger, and carries his commiffion. Are 
there llot then \\'ife el1(ls to he fer\'ecl b}- e,-ef}r thing ap
pointed b}r him? AffiitliGl1 fprillgeth not out of the dull. 
Natiollal calamity is llot the rigor of an arbitrar}' t)·T3Jlt, 

but the wife chaftitement of a graciolls father, or the pu
nifholent of a righteous jtltlge. He ruleth the llatiol1s 
" fittitlg lIpon the throne of Jl!S Ilolinefs ;" alld un]efs 
when l)e hatll a n1ind to "mdke a full ell(l," of a people 
ril1e for lleltrlltlioll, hives tilenl for a fcafon into tl1c hJ.n(i5 
of tlleir eneillies to bring about t!leir rcformatioll. If thell 
public calanlit)7 bears a conlnlillioll for tllis Pl!TI)ofc:: from 
hitn \Vll0fe \\'ork is perfect, \,-l!at re::fon is there to eX I)e(t, 
that it will be rtnlo\'e<.l l)cf()r<! i:~ 11atll att~:ir}~(l its ~Ild? 
\\7111 11e tlot repeat tIle flroke, a!lll illcrca!~ its f~\·erlt)r, 
t~ll it procllre flihllliffio!l? It!s tru\.:, \\-e callnct I)ret:iit:l}· 
fay ho\v t:\r tIle forl)e\lral)Ce of (;Otl 11la~1 go, or 110'\: IOll~ 
his patiellce Ina)' el1Jure. rl~!:cre n-ll}' b\.! a r~l~li!!iJ:l) 0, 
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tufpenfion of the final firoke. for their farther trial. Rut 
it is tertain tha~ when there is no returning to God "y re
pentance, there can be no reafoll. .. ble ~ronnd to hope: that 
his <lifJlleafure \,"'ill ceaf~, or its efft:8s be removed. 

rrhir~Uy, Though temporal de1ivc:rance were granted to 
~ nation .. in allY meaftlre, without a difpellfation of the 
Spirit and revi,-al of r\;)i~ion, it \\-ou)(1 be no bJeffing but 
a c!lrfe, an(1 COtll(1 not be of any long (luration. It \\-ouJd 
be givirlg t.henl up to tJlemieJ\·es, to fill up the meafure of 
t}l~r ill!lluit!es, that, \~'hen the appoilltetl tin.c of yen. 
ge311ce illollJJ conle, tlleir (lcflrtlaion might be more ter. 
rible and fi~llal. It is remarkable, that this is foun() a
mo~g the judgmcp.:'s of God, and reckoned one of the 
moflllreal!fuJ, \\~hen he ceafes to firi\'e \\-itll a 11eopJe~ anc.I 
~i\'cs them tIl) to them!~I\·e5. TJluS he la)'"s" b}l the pfal
tni!l, " But my Jkople would not hearken to my voice, 
l' lli-ae! would have none of me, !o I gave thenl up to 
" their 0\\-11 hearts llliis. al1ll the,- walkell in their own . ~ 

'i co:mfds."el So alfo faith the prophet Holea, " Ephraim 
h ;5 joined to idols, let him alone. ,~" ·fhe confequente 
of this is the continu:lnce anti increafe of all manller of 
\\"icke<!nefs. 1"Jlen il}iritllal judgnlents come in the room 
of t-empor.ll, which, though they are lefs i'enfib1e, are but 
it) mllcil t~1e more fatal. BlintiIlefs of lnirld, hardllefs of 
heart, ant! an obfiin~ite contempt of infiruaion, are the 
ufu;tl confequences of un:anCl:ifietl profperity, In fuch 
circumHances a nation may exult, and bleis themfelves 
in tl1eir abllllcI,lnt \\"e~\ltll; na}'", tf1c!}" 111lY be tl!e ~n\-y of 
their iooii (h anti 111ort. fi~!ltt!(l neighbors; l)llt to tIle e}~e 
of f~ti:ll t!1eir con~lition is n"1011 \vretc}led and (It'l))of:lble. 
To wh~lt a pitch of impit:ty they rn3Y procetd when all 
T~!lr;:i(l~S :ire \\·~li~(lr,\\\·tl, fOllle natioflS recorlle(i in hi1: 

• 
tn!"\' arc :l flall t:!iI1'.! :\11(1 11lelall('~~ol\~ t)f()ot: AII() the rud-

e ... ., • 

ll~:l {l~ioiation fa'~1e:illles illfli~le(l, after lon~ fori~earance, 
l'y tr~ L(I!·\l of 11attl~'\!, (\11 ci!ies antI killglionls, by fire 
fr00\ lll':,\'~n. by eani.qll:tk-:s, pdiilcncc, or tht: fwonl, is 
~ fearf~!l I)~~f~~!e of !~l~ t:\tc of ,\11, \,-110, ill lll~ (fay of r<:
t\..'~llr.~llce, l!l~\ll fdilcr tile \"etl\!~allC~ of eterllal fi~. 

\ . t I I "' ,,: 
\ \ '.. . .. ' . ~ 
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All there things are plainly founded on the word 0' 
God, and ntanitdl confequences of the divine govern .. 
ment. 1"hey will, ho~·ever, make VeT}' little imIJreffion 
on a thoughtlcfs and fecure generatiol1, p10nged in fenfu
ality and lull; and lean of a11 on t}lofe, \I;ho h~lve exprefs
]y lifted themfelves tlnder the banner of infidc:lit}:, and 
learned to be profane upon principle. This is one of the 
worn. fymptoms of our preient condition; tIle ~reater our 
guilt, ·and, therefore, the nearer the (langer. Nothing \vas 
lefs looked for by the Bab}IJoniall monarch, in the heigllt 
of his riotous midnight feaft, than his kingdonl's being 
taken from hinl. Alld yet how fpeedily \\!as it accorn. 
plifhed, and in how fhort a time was this fuperb and opu. 
lent.cit)), the " beauty of tile Chaldees excellellt}? ," turn • 
. ed into a ruinous heap ?a 

I proceed now to the fecond general head., \\711ich \\'as: 
II. To conficler a little the ellcollragt:nlent to pra)'ert 

tontained in tIle Iafi part of the text: \\ A \\"ake as ill lhe 
., ancient days, as in the generations of 01(1," &c. 

In this the prophet animates his faith, and encourages 
his 0\\7n depelldance an(l that of others upon the pronlifes 
of God, by celebrating the greatnefs of his po\ver, as rna· 
nifefied in former meITlorabJe deliverances granteel to hi s 
chofen people. I-Ie contillues his 3(ldrefs to the arm of 
the Lord: and, infiead of an enumeration of the Inighty 
aCls of this arm in atlciellt (la}1s, atlU tl1e general ions of 
old, he fixes upon one fignal and leading difj)]ay of divine 
majeUy and po\ver, in the (lellrutlion of the Eg}'pti~11S, 
and the deliverance of Ifr"el from that fubjecl:ion and bon
dage in which they were formerly held by that people. 
Thi-$ is done with the highefi propriety; for the deli.ver
ance of Ifrad from Egyptian hondage was moli remarka
ble and extraordinaf'}9 in its circumflallces, anc} tIle ilal1d 
of God did ffi(i)fi ell1inently appear in it. Thus the pro. 
phet fays, in the verfe immediately following the text: 
"Art not thou it, \Vllich hath <.lrie(l the lea, tIle waters of 
" the great deep, that hath made the deeps of the fea a way 
~~ for the ranfomecl to pais over ?', From this appearance 

II' Sec I faialt xiii. ~ 1, to ~hc cl}(l. 



, 
, in behalf of I frael, God often takes his defignation: this 

chiefl)' conflituted tIle fllecial relation between him aoel 
the people cf I frael; and on this their obligation to obe. 
dieJ1Ce is fOl11)ded in the preface or introduBioll to the mo
raJ law; h I am the Lord thy God, which brought thee 
a, out oi the land of Egypt, out of the houfe of bondage." 
And indeed this ueiiverance is often con fide red and juflJy, 
as typical of the fiill more important deliverance of the 
£leCt of God from fin and milery. 

Now let us confider a little the effell of (uch a view up. 
on tIle min(l, ancl its influence in prayer. This, I thin~ 
may be inclNcled in the t\1/0 follo\\ting particulars: 

Firft, it fdtisfies us of the power of G .. ~d, and his ability 
to fave. There can be no pra}'er addrelfed to God for 
relief ancl deliverance in an acceptable rnallner, but \vbat 
procee<ls llpon a CQl1fidence in his I)o\~er. ..I\nd there is 
in men, for the mon part, on this fubjetl: a very imperfec..ct 
and wavering perfuafion. Nay, there is often a greater 
degree of unt)elief, tha.ll they tllenlfelves are fenfible of, or 
diflincUy appre~lend. rrhey are often fo he1d captive by 
fenfe, anJ their attention fo much taken up and engroffed 
b}1 outward meallS and il)(irumeIlts, tllat tIley are back. 
ward to belie\pe, or rely even 011 all alilligllt)-, becaufe an 
in"ifibIe 110\\~er. 1'his was the cafe often with the chil~ 
dren of ffrael, even after repeated proofs of the firength of 
tIle divine arn}, TI1US fa)~s the pJaln1if!: "HO\\F oft did 
" they provoke ilim in the wildemds, and grieve him in 
"trte defart? Yea~ tlley turlled back alld ternptN God, 
" and lil11ited the 1101y One of Ifrael. rrhey reillembered 
" not his hanel, nor the llay \~"!len lIe deliverecl them from 
" the ellemy. "a Againfi tllis unhaPI1Y telldency, God, 
by the prophet, warns his people, a few verres after th~ 
text: "I, even I, am he that comforteth you ;' who art 
" thOll, that tlloU fhcultlil be ~fraid of a man that fila}l die, 
" and of the fon o(man which fhall be Inade as grafs? 
" Alld forgetteth tIle Lord thy 1\:Iaker, that hath firetched 
,~ fortll t!lt: 11eavens, ancllai(l tIle foundations of the earth l 
~ ,And hall feared continually every day, becaufe of t1lo 
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" fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready to dellroy; and 
" where is the fury of the opprefior ?" a And indeed no~ 
thing can be more fupporting under fuch kars, than t~ 
relilember the infiances in which God hath formerly made 
his power kno\\-'o. It is, as it wtre, realizing the di\·ine 
perfet'tions, and n\~king us to fee him who is invifibJe. IQ 
this very w'ay does tIlt: Pfallllin reco\'er froln a <liicollfo)ate 
nate, and {lark (lifcollragil1g views of divine proviclence. 
~' Hath God· forgotten to ~e gracious; ha~h he in - anger 
" {hut up his tellder nlercies? Se1ah. AIl(} I fait}, this is 
" nly infirmity, but I will remember t~le years of the right 
,& hand of the 'moll High. I \viII remenlber' the works 
~' of the Lord; furely I '~li]l ~enltmber tlly \\1~n(lers of 
~~ old, 1 will meditate alfo of all thy works and talk of thy 
~' doillgS." b . 

In the fecond place, the fame view fen:es to afcertain us 
of the mercy of God, and his f(:!adinefs to help 'us in dif
trefs. It is not enough that we have ever fo un1h;-.ken ~ 
perfuafion of th~ power of God, unlefs we have fome 
ground to believe that it ihall appear in our behalf. Now 
forOler inftancc!s of e~traor(lillar}1' providerltial (iel\v~rance 
not only afford a proof of divine power, but fh~w us in 
what cafes we have reafon to exped that it fhall be exert~ 
ed. 1'hat part of ,:h~ providence of God which is already 
open to our vie\v, ellables lis, from analogy, to infer \vhat 
1hall be his fubfequent conduEt; at lean fo far as to di;. 
rea and encourage us in our own duty. \Ve know for 
example, that he is a:" refuge in times of trouble to thofe 
that are in difirefs: and that ill extrelnity, wIlen all hu
man help fails, then is . deliverance more to the glory of 
God. By this very argument does Jchofhaphat conc1ude 
and enforce his prayer. "0 onr God, wilt rhou not judge 
" them? for we h:we no might againll this great company 
" that cometh againft us; neither know we what to do, 
" but our eyes are upon thee."c I ." .', 

We know alfo that his faithfulnefs is engaged to hear 
thofe, who, refufing to lean on any broken reed, or truH. 
Jng any refuge of lies, place their confidence in him a~ 

" Ira. Ii. 12, 1 S. h Pfal. Ixx,tii.. 9, 1 <l, 1 J, 12. (' 2 Cllron. X~:. 1 ~ ~ 
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Ipoe; and that the g10ry of God is immediately and chief
ly concerned, in the fupport and prefervation of his own 
penple. l'hey fee that he hath, in all age~, counted this 
llis own catllt; an(l tllerefore they iay with tIle P1~lIlllifi ; 
~' rl'hey that kllO\\' tllY l1ame \vjl1 put their trufi i~l thee • 
. " for thou ~or(l 11afi not forfaken thenl tllat leek t!lee." a 
III fine, for~er illfiances of extraor(lillary dt;liverance 
point out the great end and delign of fuch interpofitioll1;. 
-That they are for IJTOa11oting of trutl1 and rigllteoufnefs, and 
to lnake tllofe \vho are tIle ol1jeCls of them, chearful and 
willing fervants to God; not only partakers of the bouhty 
.of his p,ovidel1ce, but monllments of the riches of his 
grace. ~'In t11at da)1 iliall this fong be rung ill the !and 
" of Judah. \V e have a firong city, falvation will God 
" aj1point fc,r \\Talls antI bul\\'arks. 0l)en ye the gates, 
" tllat the righteous nation, that .keepeth the truth may en .. 
" ter il1.b \Tiolellce iliall no more be lleard in thy land, 
" "rafring and deijru8ion within thy borders; but thou 
" fhalt call thy walls -falvation and thy gates praife."& 
From all Which it appears that, in pra}"er proJ)erl}, \var
rantecl, ancl rightly clireCl:ed, it mufi give unfpeakable coo
fidel1ce and Jl0pe, to furvey the remarkable in fiances of 
divine pro~~i(len~e, ancl thence take encouragement to 
commit ouf caufe to, and reIl our hope on, the fame un
changeable Goel. . . , 
: I conclude this head with obferving, That in the ex
preffion 'of' the prophet, "Art thou not it that hath cut 
" Rallab an~l ~'ounded tIle clragon," he hath a particular 
view to the· ete'rnlty and immutability of God. "He is 
" the fame yefierday, to.day, and forever." Ifhe hath 
(lone great a.nd Inar\1tl)ol1S things in tIle moil difiant ages, 
'" his hand ~s not fhortened tbat it cannot fave, neither his 
~' ear ~eavy that it cannot hear j!' 'his firength is not im
paired by exercife, nor his ful~efs wafted by communica
tion. Suell all argllment would pot hold with regard to 
man, \Vll0fe po\ver is 10 exceed~ng mutable, and his 
ftrength fo exceeding liable to decay. It is recorded in 
billory, that an old Roman, Milo, who in his youth was.a 

II pr. ix. 10. I; If. xx,·i. 1, 2. , If. Ix. 18. 
I 
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prodi~ of firength, happened to live to old age; and that 
he ufcd often to ,,·eep \1~11en he looked on his arms, his 
.once nervous and VigorOllS arlTIS, and fa,-; tIle \\-rillkJed 
and ckca)ged fillews, and th~ \\/eak, feel))e fiate to which" 
they \vere reduce{l b}· time. But this is not, cannot be 
tile cafe with tl1e arm of tIle Lor(l. His flrengtll and {la. 
bility, particularly as oppofe<.l to created \\'ealcnefs and 
frailty, is often (lec)ared ill Scripttlre. TllUS in the fol. 
lo\villg fitblime pa[age of tlie prophet Ifaiah. " .. '\lld thtt 
~, voice faid, Cry. And h.e faid \vhat fllal1 I cry! All 
" flelh is grars, alld all the go()(llinefs tllereof is as tIle flo\v .. 
" er of tile field. The grafs \\~ithereth, the Ho\ver fadeth ; 
U becaufe the Spirit of the Lord bloweth upon it: furely 
~, the people is grafs. The grafs witheretll~ the flower fa. 
" deth: bllt tl1e \vord our God {hall fiand forever. "a 

I proceed now in the 1ail place to appl}' tIle truths you 
have heard on this fl.lbjdl to our own pre.fent fituation, a$ 
to public affairs. 

And brU:. Is not our Rate, botll as a nation, and as a 
cburcIl~ exceedingly fallell alld lo\v: ancl ha\te we not the 
greatefl need to acldrefs this prayer in the text, " A\\Take, 
,I. awake, put on fi:ren~tll, 0 arlll of tIle Lord ?', May \ve 
llot take Ollr lo\v and fallen {late as a nation from the uni .. 
verfal confeffioil of all without exception, however oppofed 
in fentimctlts or illterefi: ? Ever): clafs and tlenonliIlation 
of men among ns, every party and fatlion, howe\'er un· 
\\·iIling t!acl1 ma}~ be to aCkll0\'lle l.lge its o\\'n fhare of tIle 
gllilt, alld llo\\-'ever prone to loacl its aclverfaries \vith the 
l.,lame of procuring it, is yet \villing to ackno\\,le{lge that 
we are at prei~nt in a diilreffed, and in a contemptible 
11ate. 

l\lltl indeed tIle tllit1g itfelf fI)eal~s. ¥.i e have of late 
ruff~red under a variety of public firokes.. "\V e have not 
only had, for fame time pan, repeated threatenings of 
14.:arcity and dearth, but vall multitudes have been affiiCted 
with famine in its rigor, which is one of God's " fore 
"judgments." rrhrough the mercy of God this is allevi. 
ated in fome meafure at prefent, but far from being ~f!tire .. 

• If. xl. 6. 
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11 removed. "Te have alfo been long engaged in war 
with a powerful and politic enemy. And has not the pro
vidence of God ftnfibly frowned on us, and \'ifibly fruHra. 
ted almoft everyone of our attempts? This hath been the 
cafe to a degree hard~y known in any tormer inftance. 
We have " tllrned our backs faint.hcarttd before our ene· 
U mies," in alrnoft every encounter; and the greater and 
more formidable our preparations for any enterprize, the 
more pitiful the ifiue, and the more fhameful our defeat 
and diJappointment. Has there not been an obflruCled 
trade, a lois of territory, a lors of honor, and eXJkl1ce of 
treafure ? Is not tllis natioll, once in a rnallller the arbi. 
trefs of the fate of Europe, now become the fcom and de. 
rifion of her l1eigllbours and all that are round about her? 
\Vhat \veak and divilled coullcils among tllofe that prefide ? 
Infiead of any genuine public fririt, 2 pr!>ud and fadious 
endeavor to difgrace each other's me:lfures, and "'reft tile 
enfigns of governmellt out of eacll other's hallds. How 
nUlnerous and e~peIlfi\·e, but hOlY llfelefs and ina8ive, 
have been our fleets and armies? Alld 110'V deplorable is 
the condition of our colonies abroad? They are the chief 
theatre of the war, becaufe, indeed, they are the fubjed of 
the conten. And fure1y it is affC:!Cting to think of the un .. 
llatural barbarity and cruelty that there is often exercifed, 
Whetl 110 age or fex is fl)ared. It is true, the difiance of 
tIle lliace nlay probably make us lefs fellfIb!e of their mire
rYe But if it l)leafe Goel to fuH'er our ellelnies to continlle 
their progrefs, it is 11arcl to fay ho\v far the defolatioll may 
extencl, or ho\v univerl~ll it 111ay prove. 

Are \ve not alto ill a \rery lo\v and fallen nate as a 
cllurcll, or a nation, flill retainillg fon1e proft:ffion al)(l 

form of religion? 1'his will be found to correfpon<.l \\-ith 
the otller, as the caufe witll the effect. How ha\~e all 
rallks, fronl the higheR to tIle IO\\1efi, corrupted their 
\Va}1s? Ho\v grors and prevalellt is illfiuelity, tlllder .. 

Inining tIle 1)ri11ciples of 11atur~11, Ylith the falne zeal an,l 
eagerners, \v ith \\-llicll it formerly endeavored to \\~eaken 
tIle touI1Jations o.f re\Tealed religion? How' tnatlY of 11igh 
r3tlk have \\·holly (leicrtt(l the 11(jule an(l \vor{}1ip of (;0<1, 
nay, openly and bolJly treat his fen-ice and fervant$ with 
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~ntempt? How often do we ohfen·e fuch~ \l"!~h a en": 
minal and illfolent ((.'If c'ln~r-.tdiaiont t~nlple tlP011 the 
very 1&"·5 ag-J.inlt profanene!s which tl.ey contrihute to 
make: .\n\l, \\'~:h ho\\- mucil zeal an:l diligence <toes 
the )o\ver pa~ of the nation ellluhtte t)~e higher, in that 
Wllich is tile reprO-"lch of botil? So gr~at is th~ preva
l~nce of irreli~ion, contempt of Gc)tt fenfuality and pride, 
that 9lanr of the groficlt crimes are not only prafii!ed 
but prQte!ic\.l~ not (mJy l;"equent but (lpen~ not only ~r'; 
fitl(,\l ill lllit ~)orietl in 311C) bo:tfletl of: illjom!ICh, that it 
requires no fm311 degree of fortitude antI reiolution, ned..: 
f.if1ly to adhere to the principles and ChttT.laer of a dilci..: 
pIe ofChrill, in <,ppolltlou to the lpirit and iit"ain of fafh~ 
iQnat))e conl;erf~ti(\n. 

It is not, indeett to be wondered at. that riot only thi~ 
n3tioll, btlt the protcftr..nt ftales of ElJrol~ in ~eneral . , 

illOllill ~ brou;ht ull(ler the rOll, as the}~ have fo fballle~ 
fu!I}- ,1epafte,1 IrOnl t:lat pllr:t)· of flith an~l firiCttlefs of 
mora~s \\'hich \\~as tile glol}· of the relc'rolatioll. Ho\~ 
D1;1)1'1 ha.e oi l:lte beetl a1han1eu of the crofs of Cbriti, 

.J 

and the (!t~1rille of tile grace of GOli? And \\~11at hath 
been fubflitute~l in their roonl? .\ plicu1t allcJ f;tfhiul13ble 
fchenle of reiigion, a Snc: tht:ory of virttle al\(} morality. 
A beautiful but unfubfbntiai idol~ rai!~! by human pridel 

alloTI1ed and (IrefT~t.i by hl!lllan art, 3G{i tllpported by the 
,,"iiaom of worus. .And h:nh it not, in :his, as i~ every 
prec~~ling age, in this. as ill e\'"ery o:her chrillian COUll· 

tr)· ~ \\"helle\"er it gail1ed any cfctiir, ~en the fore, runner 
an~: broll;!1t t;,11 at its heels a (lel~lgc of pr'}fallenels and 
immorality in pr-l3ice: Can an)" of the~t! thin~s be caU. 
~ll in Queflioll? Alld are Ilot tiit-''', as \\·ell as many . , -
more which might ealily be enumer:tted, the melancholy 
proo~s of our degenerate and c~rrupt charadt:r l 

I n the (~cond pbce. F! om what hath been i:tid you 
llla}p !'t:e \,"Ilat \\·ron~ Illea{lires '..,"e )la\J:e 1\ ~(ilerto t~lkcn for 
relllO\'itl~ there e\"iJs, :'0 t~~r as \,"e ;1,\\"C l'e~il 1~llfiblC! of 
them. ()ur graciolls !~'\'t:rc!gn hath, iude :cll~en pleafed 
to pvint out our dl:ty t by c,\l!in~ U~ annually to t:tfling 
~Hd hU;Hiliation. ll~t with the .:lr grC:,lkr numbt:t it ha.tit 
9 -

\It.~ll no nlore thal} all Un!11~a(li\16 atl\.llilcltfs form: and 



Cl:J Rroif:c;j of Religion. 

the}· hlve con!tnued ftiH in the fame forgetfulnefs and 
cbntempt of Go,}. You have heard ahove! that nothing 
is more contrary to the: genuine fpirit ofintcrcelfory pray
tr in p::hlic calamity, than putting trefi in an arm of flelll. 
i\11(} yet, is tllere an~~ tIling \\-ith \\~hich this nation is at 
prefent more jufily chargeable? Nothing is more appa
tel1t fron1 the '''~rv t~\ce of our COmiTIOn cllannels of inlel • ., 

ligence. III the cafe of {Ii:appoilltnlents, on the one hand, 
are we not ungo\-ernabJe and head- fircng in our refent
mc:nt agt1inll men? and equal1y foolifh and fanguine on 
tIle other, in our Ilopes of tllofe \\,ho are fubflittitetl in tlleir 
place? ":-e gi\'e ponlpous details of artnaments, al1d 
proph~l}r, nl}?, e\gen in a manner (lefcribe their via~ries, 
long belore the feafon of aaion ; anci incautioufly celebrate 
the cilara\lers of lea(lers, \\'11ile they are only putting on 
the h~rnefs, and going into the field. 'Vhat proud and 
arrogant 1entiments do we often exprefs on th~ fuhjeCl: 
of cur national courage, antI atlcient Britifll fire,- as it is 
calle(l? In {hart, \ve fc~m to ba\?c got entire1y into that 
v&lill-gloriolls, oftentatious fyficm, \vith \\911icn \\ge ufecl 
to upbraid our neighbor and rival nation; and they feem 
to have gi\'en it IIp in our fa\"oT, and to have adopted the 
'Wiler and more profitable methetl, of putting deeds for 
\\"ords. 

_"-ntI how negligent ha\~e \Ve been of promoting, or 
praJ·ing for the illterefi of religion? You have heard, 
that \vhen the arm of tIle Lord puts on firength, it mull be 
to appoint falvation for \~'alis antI bulwarks to' a people. 
J~ut how few difcover any concern upon this fubjeft? 
Pl"'he 'v"ant of pul1lic fpirit, in tho'fe \vho retain any 1enfe 
of religion, is an evidence 0'[ its ]O\V an(llanguifhing Rate. 
'\~hen it is live!y, it will always be communicative. 
l.ove toGodand love to man, the twogreatbranchesof prac
tical religlc)n, neceffilriI}' imply a concern for its progrefs. 
i\11tl ~·et, fa rare is all~' thing of tltis kil1l1, tllat \vhen it ap .. 
J)elrS 3S a fort of pro(lig)9, it is looke(} upon, b;~ mon, as 
rO:ll~Tl~e allcl estr:-.\?agallce. I~et experiellce tell, if this 
is ilot often tl1e caie. \\;"hen allY 011e al)l)ears, in inlitation 
('.f the Scril1ttlre faints, to grieve for t11e fillS of ethers, or 
lll:~'OVt:r~ any nlorc tilaIl or(liilar}? COnCerJl for their l'etgr-

,~ II ') \' () I.. • 3 l 
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mation, are not al111is ennea\-ors imnledi~te1}· refine~l and 
relented as troublefomc, or branlle(l \,-ith e\-erv name of 

. 4 

contempt, as vifionary frenzy and enthufiafm : 
In the third place. From what hath been raid (\n this 

fubjett, you may learn what ought to be the grt:at 31m of 
every ieriolls al1d t~llfil)le Chrillian a:1long us, at prefent 
ill hi-s intetceffion at the throne of ~ce, vi7-. That the 
power of the Almighty may appear in behalf of this nation, 
in ruch Ci manner, as all nla}- be obli~c(1 to f:\y~ "Ti.is is 
the doing of the Lord." That, as he ufeth to do on ex
traordinary occafitlns, he may T3ii'e up in!1ruments for 
this purpofe, who may be as polifl;ed fhafts in his own 
hanel, and may ha\'e a fitlgle eJ'e to his o'\~n glory. 1'hat 
not for our fakes, \vho have <leter';ell to be Cilli "if for ever, 
but for his o\\-n name~s fake, l~e \\'Olllt) jlJpport tho:e \\'ho 
{liH adhere to the protetlant caufe. And.:n a part:cular 
manner, for tllis en(], that he \~-oulli <litco\'er his po\\-er 
and glory in an e!l1il1ellt (In(\ relnlrkallle re\~i\-ll] or rcli~ion 
among all ranks. 1'hat our bkH-ed Rttleemer, the king 
of Zion, ,vho r~igns to a~l ~eneratiollS, \\'ho hath afcend. 
ed IIp on 11i~h, aJ1d recei\'etl gifts for nlen, ,,·olll{) 1~nd 
forth llis Spirit ill a 1arl!e an(ll)lclltiful nl~afllre. 1~hat his 
~·ork ancl po\\:er Gla)' appear in all l1is graC!OllS lllfluen. 
ces. convincing and converting finners, fantlifying, 
quicl~ening antI COll1forting beJ:e,-ers. rj"';lat this aliay lle 
a common bltffing on all corner:; of the land, on perions 
of e~Ter" clars a11tl (letlOln!llatioll, of e\·er\~ Tilllk an(l (le~ree, 
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from the highefl to tIle lO\'le!t, of every itatioll atltloilice, 
civil alld 1~1cre(1. ./\bove all~ tllat he \\'ou]tl "cloatll his 
"pricfls \vitil f,,1\"afion, that llis faillts llJ;t)9 fllout :tloud 
c\ for joy." 0 \\-llen fl1all tl~e tiole COJlle, \\'I~ell "tI1e 
" .Lor(l of hafts fl1alllie for a CrC\\'ll of ~lOT,r, all(l a (liJ{lenl 

\. .. 
" ofl)eaut)l to tIlt! refi~llle of i.is llCol)le ;'" \Vll~11, iill:ead of 
fine fcllen1es fPllO for the I~onor of their n1akers, thole 
\VllO are called Illitlifie:-s of Chrifi, flla}) prcac}l t},e )!o~)(:I, 
" \vitIl tIle IIol\p G!lofi fent (lO"~ll fro III lIea\'tll ?" "·hen ., 

the truth of God, by its fimplicity. majeHy. force, and 
efficacy, {hall make i~s wa~! into the hearts (·f the moll oh. 
fiinare, and Satan's killg;dom fall as !i~htning bt'!ore it. 
Plead, my beloved hearers, t:~at protdlan~s in g~neral 
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m3Y he brO\I~ht back to t!~eir 6rft faith and their firfi Jo\-e; 
thJt (he U,.i)~lPI)~· di\-iiil)ll~ among us may l'C abo!ifhetl ; 
an~l that tile bol1J a~d c~ntre of Ullion nlay lle Chrifi cru. 
cilietl, tl!e oilly aulllor of j~i\-atioll: that men may be no 
)\ln~er r.ankeJ in p.1nies and marfhalh:d under names~ but 
tile gre~t allli Oil)}' Jirile may be, \\-nO lhall lo\·e our Re
deemer ralOn, and who thaU :crve hinl with the greateft 
zeal. 

~-\nd in dlis critical conjunaure, when the bloody 
{,,-orJ is thrt!att:nin~ io n1,\11'- naticns, and ""hen there is 

"" <# 

fo general a combin:tti~n of anti-chriman power~ be 
. .nnlefl in pr.tyer, that it may plea!e God to fub"ert t~eii 

fchen.es, anti turn their cQunft:Js into ioolilhnels; end 
tha.t he" with whom is terrib!e majdly, rna}' confllme 
,t the n1all of fin \\'jrh the fllirit of his mout)., il;l~l dellrov 
"him with th~ brightne!s of his comiu6!'-Pray for ol;r 
J!rncious fo\'ereign ki:lg George, lllll~~r \\'hote: nliJd allcl 
le~al government, we hl.ve long enjoyed as much hap
pinels as our rtational giliit \\'"Oli!\) allo\\-: that GOli. 
bv \vhom "kitl"s rei~ll allt) nrinces tlt:cree J. tlfiice " ., ~ ,- a , 

\vould give hinl a \\ i:~ ~l!lllt!rllan\ling heart ill his fear, 
prated his pcrion.. :lirt~d his councils. and profper his 
arms: d.nll )on~ i1reff:rve his numerous iifue, as happy 
l)led~es pf the tecurity of our cl\-il anl! rdigious liberty. 
L~t us :\lfo, wh!lc we ~ivc ti~anks to Go-..l lor raifing up an 
en1ill~llt pr~llre ill Gerillall~· as the }1::~l.\.1 of the rclormell 
intercii, titltl l'i~tl~l!iy j~~ p4'):)rtlll~ l~i III !litherto, pra~·, that 
lie n13}" t:Qi.ttllllC IllS l)rot~ttiOll to him" elll'\)ilrage hi. 
lleart, an"l ilr~!l~tlle'l !lls h .. \n~\s, anll fight his ba~lles. In 
fille, let us pr ~}~ for the fl)e~{l}r accolllp)ifllnlell~ of tile 
))rop!:ecr, wnoe\-er tllaH be the iniirument cf it, of the 
dO\\·llI~\)1 of .~\tltic!lrif:, \\-I,ell the cry thall be Ileard" " Ba
"b}"lo:l the grc:;:.t is fallen, is fa!ien, antI fl.a!1 arire no 
" morc." 

In the bfi pbce. For our encouragement in this uu
t~", Jet us retllt!lnlkr" tllat \\~e fer\'e all unchanf:callle God, 
tl~e rock of ag~s. ,\~ e pra)- ior the apIlearance of the arm 
of tile LQr"l1 "as in allci~11t da)!s) in tIle bellcra:ions of 
"old,') \\:ilell it "Ct.t Rlhab anll \\-Otllld~(1 tile dragoll." 
R.eview the hillory of his conduCt to the c!~urch and ptQ. 



p1e of lei-ae1: ho\\", with a mighty han(~ and out-frretche:l 
arn., he (It:!i\tt!reu t]jtm fron} bOll(lage, ara(l 11l1n',l)it:ll 
tllt:ir llroud oppreflors. And rc:o'aen,ber ho\\' of tell, in [uc. 
ceeding age,s, he has appeared in behalf of his own people, 
and fupporte,d his own caufe when at the very lowdl, and 
as it were in an eXI)irillg flate. HOlv 10\\· \\'as the ir.ter
eft of Zion at the Ttiof!llation, ,\rhen all tt~e kings of the 
earth ferved" the " fcarlet \vhore." and ,'- \"er~ (lrllllk \vitll 
." the wille of tIle wrath of her fornicatiol1 ?" IIo\v thi(k . , . 

the darkllcis that o\Terf))read the nations, and 110\V tllliver-
fat the dominio!l,of errpr ? And yet, in oppofition to all 
the cunning of earthly policy, in oppofition to all the 
fury of perfecuting cruelty, he enable~ a few plain men, 
~overs of the truth, too afiert, to defend and to fpread it. 

The moft replarkable iiJ11esof the revival of religion, 
~~1 this part of the united kingdon1, inlmeciiately fllcceccl. 
ed times of the 'great,eft apofiacy, :when truth fc:emed to be 
fallen in the {heets, and equity could not enter. T'his 
\vas the cafe inl01ediately before tl1e )gear 1638. COrTU})

lion in doCtrine, ipofil~l~ in praCtice, and flavi1l1 fubmif
flOll in p_olitics, had o\1erfprea(1 the ChlJTCll of Scotlal1d. 
_tllld }1et, ill a little ti~ne, the apI)eared in greater ptlritJ?, 
and in greater dignity, than ever fhe had don~ before, or 
perhaps than ever fhe hath done tince, that period. In 
tIle fame nlanner, i~lnt(liateJy l1efore tIle, 11a})11Y re\yolll
tion, no\\' "d~fi)erate in a11!)earal1ce \vas the iituation of 
~his cllurcll? \v ... ·hen all the beit, as \\rel1 as lllanj· of tl~e 
llObleft . perions in the nation, were chafed as fugitives 
from their dwellings, and 'confldered as unworthy of an 
abode on eartll! \r\!hell 111al1}T of our \VcrtllY· t111Ceflof5 

tell in battle, (liecl on a fc~ffold, pr \vere n1urdered ir} the 
~dds by the llur;lc::nting rage of ecc1etia!iic tyr:mny. AI:d 
when worfhipring the Lord God of our fathers, according 
to 11is 0"'11 \vortl, , \va,S a c~pital cri'I1C! yT et Ollr ca})tivity 
was brought b~ck, and" \ve were as men that dreamed,;' 
10 unexpeCted was the mercy.' 

Let no Chriflian thc:ref<)f(: gi\'e way to ~erponding 
. tllOllglltS. Ft"hougll i11fit1clit}! tlnrt:iifle(l ji)re,~t~S its 1)oifc)1, 
th<?ugh profanenels and enmity to religion and fcriouindiJ 
~ycry where ~~boundi though there are kv ... to fllpport the in~ 
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tereR of truth anll righteoufnefs, though we hlve ft.-en a 
ne\\- thing on the eartll, a minifier (if Chritl Jea,·ing the 
pulpit for the fiage, let us not be di!courag~. \r e plead 
the caufe that fhall fin:illy pre,-ail. Religion fhall rile 
fronl its Tuil)S; allel its opprefit:d Itate at prete:l1t flloulullot 
only excite us to pra)-r, l)lll ellcourage us to hope ior its 
fpee(l}~ revi\yal. \\Thile e\"ery Olle is diligellt in his c\vn 
fphere, and in his proper duty, and earnelUy pleading for 
the re\'elation of tile: arfn of the I.orci, let us r~col)~1: Ilis 
favor and pfotefiion to the church in every tim~ of nttd, 
and llis faitllfu}~ltfs \\'llicll is to all generatiolls. Let us 
fay \vith the Pfalnlift., ,~"T aJk allOut Zion, and g~ TOU1)d 

" about her: teB the towers tht;reof. l\litrk ye well her 
" blll\,,~arks, cCllfider her palaces; ~hat }·e rna)· lcii it to tile 
" generation following. For this God is our Got! for eve( 
" alld e\ger, he \vill be our guide even unto death .. "d 
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SEASONABLE ADVICE TO YOUNG PERSONS. 

SERMON 41. 

- .... 

PSALM 
• 
1. I. 

Preached at the Laigh Church of PAISLEY, on Sabbath; 
February 21ft, 1762. 

TO WHICII IS PREFIXED, 

An Authentic Narrati~~, of the disorderly and riotow 
111etting, on the Night hefor~ the Cell?hration r.f th~ 

Lord's Supper ill that place, which ga'IJc occasion to 
tb,- Discou!·se. 



TO 

ROBER1' FULTOX, Efq. 1 
eRA R~ES MAXWELL, r Bailies. 
\\tILl.IAM ORR, J 
AN nn E\V S}IITH, Treafurer. 
And tl1e remanent 111elllbers of tIle To\vn.Council 

of P.\ISLE\·, 

The foUmving Sermon is humbly infcribed., by their 

lalost Obc(/ient 

.llrJnlble Scr~ant, 

JOliN \VITHERSPOO~, 



TO TliE 

p u B L I c. 
--.. ........ 

T HE publication of the fol1owing fennon, is n~ 
O\\:ill\T to choice, but neceffir.\~. A ~rocefs of fcantlal 

t. 1 ., • 

lyas carriecl on \'61infl the perfo;ls \\"ho gave (\ccaiion to 
its being preached; and they, inft-:ad of any fubmiffion 
or penitence, thOllbht prop~r to Illake hetlV);O> complaitlts 
againfi the author of the fermon; and to give an account 
of \\?hat \\'as laid in it, very imperr~a and unjufl, as Il:ay 
well be fuppafed. In anfwer to this, he found it necelfary 
to declare his \\lillingneis anci rt:loilltion to puhlifh the rer .. 
~on, and to prefix a diflinCt narration of the proceedings, 
fo far as they had com~ to li~ht, of lI11t impious (lJemhJy, 
lleld \viihin the bOUl1(is of his charge, tilat the public might 
judge whether th~re \Vas not more than .:.fficient caufe 
given for what was then faid. By the foUowing narra· 
th'e anti fermon he now propofes to acquit himfe1f of both 
parts of tIllS promife. 

011 Satllrday tIle 6tl1 of Fc:brllary, 1762, being the day 
i1cfore tl1e celebration of tile facralllellt of the Lord's fun. 

~ 

per in Paifley, fame young men, ~ho it is generally be .. 
~ieve(l lla(l all been at church, (lined imnle{liateiy after 
fermon in James Chambers's room. After dinner, Ro
bert Hunter, \\9ho never \\'as a commllnicant., produce~ 
OIle of tIle chllrcll tokellS, well kllo\\ring \\-hat tlfe it \\="a. 
lntelided to ierve. Being aiked where he got it, iaid he 
got it ti-onl Ju(las Il(;~lriot; allli, as one of tIle COlllpany 
~leclares, olft:red to pJa)r o(l(}s or e\'ens \\!ith him \\. hich of 
~lleln fl10uld ute it. 1'hey \\"ere tllen invited all to a glaf. 
in 'Viiliam 'Vilfon's room, which he chofe that night to 
t1b~ pofleHlon of; anJ indeed to give it a very dreadfwl 

\ - l' L.. I I. .~ 1) ... 
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conkcrlt:f)n. I n the interval ct" t~eir .n~etin~, I{v t~rt 
}I~.n:~r Icnt t~l~ toke~l tl1 a l'ol)ng \\"Onl~ll ill the p!~\ce-. ill

cloietl ill :\ letter. '\-n3t \~·=re t;~e C~lltents of the letter 
cannot ~ kno\\"n. CO:1lmOn lam~ !:'!l) it \\"a~ in\-jtin~ her 
to the:r I:lcnn"!ttlt: he himt~if DTtt:l1\I:ll it \\"as \·erv inno-

" 4 

~nt~ :'ltt tcc~ C:lT~, :ts :~:l lS tl~e TlilllOtlr hroke Ollt, to 
C'tt t;:e I~;t~r ~ntll)llrll it. ·I'~le ~~t:~r \,'ill inllne(iiatelv 
t~ • 

re~etl '"ll~lt c~ul,-t be t~e illtcilticia-. ~;~~i \\'hat mi~ht lla\"e 
l'-~Il tl:e (:r~~ls of this con\ll:~l: it ""~iS ~;li)· iI, tl:is ~·a~·, 
to t~nli tile nlt':! n()tcriOI:~ prt'lli::it~ to the tal)!e of the 
Lor,}, to !he l!t'!f.~lka~.le icatltlal of the CO)lgreg~tion, as 
~"eIJ as n1il'i:hi~~f to his 0\\'11 JOlll • 

.. 4..bout I~~ of the c!ock tile l~me ev~n:n).!,. or roon 2fter, 
rllere nlet 3ccor\lin~ tp 3ppointm~11! iil "-illianl ,,9iJioll'S 

~ ," 1 R L - H I ~,- .. '1- \\9" 1,'" room.,. tl.e !~:" ot:-cTt U!1!er" all( \ \ l!t!~m 1~1~)nl nla· 

11\i::.all~r3 i,l 1l4lille~~" Johil Sll('\.i~r:!i~,. l\~ri!er there, 
,\-j)}iam :\1'Crotc.ilet, enf;~n or :~rje~\11t in the ilrl1l~",. Jan1es 
and DaYitl Cha!mers, an,l Robert Cr~:'i junior, merci.ants 
in Painey. By their cwn con!d::vn:- and the clepc.lition 
cf J~\-erai ,\"it11~ir~s, .he}' emp!~~'t~l a~~tXl rartofthetime 
it. n1ock .. pre~chi)1~, :lT~d tt3t 110t 111ert!y it.litatiJ1g the 
tOIles or geii\lr~S of rnlllitlers ill i!~~::R~!'etlt ~."ords, ~l,t the 
Oillv expr~ffialls that \\"t:re \!i:lill~itJ:e(! bv the \\-itll::iT~s 

• i). 

''-!It> hear\l thenl 011 ti~e itr..:~t, \\'ere the ,\~or{ts of fcril~ , 
ture. TWf~ \\ !!nd;~'s ,!epone, thrtt to) the ben ofthC:!f jt~l!6· 
nlent, trle,- lic~lr\.i '!.\:;:ll I>fl\' i:'l~ i:l n!ct: kc:r\1'; fll1(i \\' hen 

~ . ~~ . 
aike\l if t~l~y l\~cr~ I~tr~ it \\-~t5 pr:t~-il16 :inti not prea~~~it1~~~ 
per1111ed in afTifmin~ it W;\s prayil _:. "fne only unccr· 
t:liIlt\lt t!l~S t!\~i~letl::~ l,l~"'crs lI11\.Yc~~ is, ~h3t not htarin;! the 

~ , 
plrti~ular \\·ur"ls ~fc'd~ i:.~ otll}~ \\ .. :\}~ b}- \\'~i~icll they ll~!::n-
1;llilllt:(l it~ \\":!S b!~ t~1~ fm.II1,j; ~)l~t it is to t~ ot)fer\"e~!, t;:at 
both \\·itlle:T~s \\'~re potiii\"e; tl',lt t!}(:)~ a~ree{l toge!l!er as 

h .. ~ ,-. 1 11" h to t .e !!I,le \\-,!~n ~t~!S '1:lPI!~;1eG't alll1 t_1:it )~ \\·as not t~ e 

janIe t i111~ t:l~~t t~~e o~11er \\" it!l~il~S l!~t~Olle t!1C'- \,"ere t)reach .. r _ • 

)'11 y [l"t ~,. a \'~~~ cnll"~ !'''l,~,Lc~ ~'''1·;~91CA. f"~ th~· '\'~r ~ -IS ~ " ,.. h ~ '-. , "l' •• ~ \ "'- .. ~ I ~ .. ~. \.. I",.. ~, \.J l U \. ll .. _ c.; 
\. . 

little f>rt)t)al)ilit~,. of the Olle t'ei.)~~ Illi:t:lk~ll ftlr til~ o~her .. 
B\, tt1~ir u¥;ll COllf~i:lo11;, 311tl ::i~ ,Je~oli~:otlS of W;lr\~n~~. .. , 
they \\!~n! gui!t~r of Ilrofane i\\·t:aritl~. Irl'ile no;!~ 0:' ~!lcir 
JIl~~tillg \\~as !i.t:h, as alarlllc~J t}~e l\'hnle !It:i~}lhorl!Qo\.! ; 
It!lt what is luo:i trcmcnJctls of ali, by th~ J~dar;l.tion of 



R,)h~rt I-Itl:ltcr, O~le of themfel\'es, '\'"illiam l\{'Crotchet, 
ufetl fo!ne of t!le \ro:\Js of the infiitution. rl'he fame 
thil1~ is lic:clared t)~· '\~ilJiam 'Vilron, of Jolin Sl10<lgrafs; 
and upon the flri.::letl re-examinltion he perfiftcd in de
cla;-in$ :hat he u'as certain it was done in the company, 
&11\.} Ilc thou~ilt it \ras by tllat perfon. 

'\~hen there faas are laid together, and all tIle circum. 
fiances cf the tral1faaion are ,veiglled, is it poffibJe in 
words to paint tbe atrocioumefs of their crime? Is there 
any ground to \\-Ondei- at tIle gieatnefs of the fcandal? J s 
there reafon to con1lllaill tllat the nlinifier in \\'hoi~ 
boll[l{is the offence \\-as committed, an(l tInder ,vIlofe 
charge ainlofi all tIle offenders live~ filOUJd tl1illk of preach .. 
ing on fuch a fubje8: as it apiJears he di(l; and no\v \\,ith 
concern finc}s hilllfelf obliged to publifll? rrhe VeT}' choice 
of ruch a night for illCh a Inerry nleeting, and tIle (lifiur .. 
bance gi\'en to the p1ace almoft to the hour of midnight, 
though there had been no more in it, were fureiy highly 
ill(iecent. But "TIlen \\~e acl(l to this the loucl profanation 
of the AlmightJ'"'s naine, anci fpending tl1e nlofi: 11art, if 
not the \\-·ho)e of tIle tilne, ill Inocking the exercifes of 
pidy, how deep and aggravated is the guilt! .Above an, 
\\,llell it is ~onfi(lere(l tllat tllis 1eeols to have been \vithOtlt 
bounds, not fparing even the molt [clemn and lacred rite 
of our holy relibion! It is true, [orne of them obfiinateIy 
(leI1Y tllis lail, al1U lleavieit l)lrt of tIle:: cllarge. It dotll 
110t irldee(l appear .. and \\9C 110pC it is not true, tl1at there 
\\ras a formal celel1:-ation, an(l general or COll11TIOn partici
p~l.ti\)n in mockery, of the facramcnt of the Lord's fupper, 
but if there had been no profane allufiotlt to it in the per
Jornllnces of the aCliI1g tllitnics, it is 110t to be fuppore{! 
or im(~gin(;!d, that it wouid have been confeffed by two of 
tl1e perfons prefent. Thougll this fllould not militate 
ag3ill{l tile relt, it certaiI1I~l nlull: Inilitate againfi them
iel'les. Tile tilne of the meeting; tile token produced 
before it; tIle letter "Tit}l tl1e to!,en fel1t; tIle otller thiJlgS 
which they certainly did; and the unfufpeCl:ed declaration 
of t~,vo of the guilty; \VllO feemell at fir!i: pe11ircnt, though 
afler\\:rarlls tlley alterec\ their COll(luCl:, alld joined \\~itll 
the f\!!l in a common defence; are to fb'on~) that it i3 
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impoffihJe to dearoy th~ belief of it in an imp:ntial nlir.d~: 
the rather ,,-hen we atld, that after\vards Da,-itl t:ll\i1nlers 
COllft:[ed it ftill more fllliv than any oi" the oti:er t,\,o. 

J .. 

This~ though it was too late to be in the procds .. or nther 
by ~reat art and influence kept cut of it, may be f'3ie1y 
affirmed, becaufe it "'2S ill the prefence of tilree perfons. 
But to cut tile matter fllort, tlle ure of !onlt: ~f the \,"orJs 
of the infiitlAtiori \viti) a Joleilln air as of a nlillil:er., and 
alfo fome of the other words of fcripture, is amimed hy 
'Villiam \ViHon, of John Snodgr~fs, in a yolun!:!ry de
claration, \\7hell he ,\~as not ad(luced' as all evidfl1ce. ~Let 
John Snoografs therefore.. who confiders this 3S 1'0 injuri
ous to him, profecute "·iiliam \\~i)fon for fl,lllll~r, ~nd 
get him punithed in ~he manner he j~fi1y deiern;s, if it be 
falfe; and if this is not dOlle, he 111l!fl fcr~i~re nlan,-, a)l~l - . 
particularly the author of the follo\\'i!l~ fernlon~ for belicl. ...... , 

jng it to be true. 
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PSAL){ i. J. 

T HFRE is an old a.nd belten ohfen·~tion, that human 
ll;lttlre, iI' a}) ~l;t:·S, is ttl~ !ame.. "J'o this I add~ or 

r.l!her o~Ier, h\~ ,\!"a\~ of illuilra~ioll of it~ thlt 6n~ \\"hich . ~ -

~~lrs fa much fw~y in human charaflers ~nd afiions. has 
h~en tile fame, in i~s operation and influence, in all ages, 
1"ir'lcc th\! fall of _~lla!ll. I-"or t}l!S re;lf()11 the chara8en 
c.ltCl\\·n in the lloly tcriptllr~s, a!l~l p~rticl:larl~· the obfer
'-:\tiOllS on Ill:fll:ln li~~, cOlltalri~d i:l the PJalms t)f David. 
t!1e l)ro\~erl~s of Solomcll, arl\.} book of l:~cclt:fiafies, are 3$ 

p~r!t:a!)1t ~dap!ed to the p!'~i~ nt age, as if they \\-ere but 
... I' 1 , I 01 \·elter(,a\~ S l ,\te. 
~ ." 

As t!le ten cOlllmrn{~ments, ,\'ll:ch ar~ the ftlm of tl.e 
mGral la\\-, ronlill m(~ii!~" of pro~lill:tioll~, t!lC! Pfulmift, in 
t~!S paff1t!e, dnws the chaucter of the good man in a ne-
1:lti\"~ lorn1, b}~ its OllilOfi:!Or. to the ll~i(i. _~t the fame 
ti(n~, the danger to \Vll!ch ~i:e un\\"ar}- are expofed, tl.e en. 
ticirt~ and deceitflll 11~tll'c! of fl!l, and its monflrolls enor-

""'" 
nlitJ·~ ,,"hell arri\·<!\.l at its full hei~llt, are couelletl in the 
1110:i ~,j(11irab!e Ill;lllllef: ~'ll!~!r\:J is llle lnan lilat \ralk. 



" eth not in tIle connfcl of the ungodly ;-nor fianddh in 
" tIle \\1Pay of finners ; --nor fittt:tll ill tIle feat of tIle [corn
" fill.': 

]t is not agreed among illterpreteis, \Vll0 ','as t]le autl10r 
of this ll!alrll; aIle), indeed, it is a Inattcr more of curiofi. 
ty than morrJent, ,:eery critically to irlqllire. Some thi11k 
it \vas tIlt! I1lalmifl D~lvi(l, hecatlfe of" tl~e Iligll efieenl ex-

'-" 

prefr~d in it for tht' h~w ()f God, a thing wh~(;h fo remark. 
ably diftinguifhes diS other writings. Others refer it to a 
later ptriod; and fupPQfe that Ezra, or fome other afttr 
the capti\'"ity, v.-l!o collectt:{l the facrc(l 11}lnlllS of diflerellt 
autllors illto Olle VO]llllle, llrefixed this as a fart of argUe 
ment or preface to the who)~. It is, indeed, a fi.lmmary 
of all that follo\v. It plail11y COlltaiilS a cllaracler 110tll of 
good men and bad; the ufual courf~ of di\'ine Providence 
to,\9ar(]s each of tllefe clalTes, as \\~eIJ as tIle final ifTlle of 
their conduCt, in the e\'erlafiing luppinds of the one, anl! 
the e\7erIafling mifery of tIle otJler. 

E\~en the rnofi CUrfOT}p rea(ler n1ufi obfer\'e, that tllere 
is a gradation in the e~~I)rclIions of the text, \,~llir'h rife one 
abo\:~e another in their firengtll al1tl ellcrg}': na};, it is the 
opinion of many, that they arc choren with peculi~r art, 
alltl COIltain a double, if not a threefo}rl grac1atiotl. 

I. In the char~aer, beginning with the tmgod(y, who 
are \vitll0Ut proper iOlpreffions of religion, and llabitually 
governed by other principles than the fear of God. Next, 
sillners, or thore \\'}10 are more openly flagitiollS, al1c.1 
vifibly guilty of grofs crimes. i\.nd finally, the scornful. 
\\"110 iet reproof at defiallce, al1(i treat ever}' tIling lerious 
~nll facred \':itI1 contempt ancl dilclain. 
_ 2. In tIle COlllffitlnicatioll of otllcrs \\,ith tl1enl, c;.t'al;~
illg,. which feems to imply occafional, unforcfeen, and 
tranfient intercourle ;-~ia1ll1j!lg, which (eerns to indicate 
a greater degree of approbatic)tl and VOltllltary COllli)liallCe 

with their example ;-and sitting, which fignifies being 
fixed and fettlecl ill an evil courfe, ,1IlCl refllfil1g to depart 
from it. . Fj'o tllis fon1e acl(\ the otller expreffions, the 
C(}ullSt'i, the 'way', a nd the seat j on \yhich I forbear to in
fifi, but proceed to obierv·e, 
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That we have, in this pa[age, a mon uftful and infiruc .. 
tive krrvn of gre.it moment in every place and 3!te ; ar.,l 
ptculi3.fly fuitcd, on f(veral accounts, to the prelent cir .. 
cnmtlances of this con~reg\\tion. It is, therefore my re .. 
iolution to (lifcourfe a lit~Je, thrulli"lh the affiflance of di-

t) 

vine grace, on the three diHina branches into which it 
may be naturally dividtd. 

I. rrhe infeCtious nlture of fin, or the danger of" walk .. 
" ing in the counfel of the ungodly." 

II. The deceitful and hardening nature of fin, which 
infenfibly lea(.ls from 4! walking in the counfd of the un .. 
" godly," to U flanding in the \\'ay of linners." 

III. rrhe finiflling Hage of wickednefs, the mon crimi
nal and mon: pcrni.;:ious charaaer, viz, of the sconlju!, 
who are bold enough to treat things ferious and lacred 
,\~itll (leri fioll. 

Having done this~ I {haH make fome application of the 
fubjeEt, for your inHruClion and direction. 

In the urn place, let us confider the infeCtious nature 
of fin, or tlle (langer of \valkiIlg in the cOllnfel of the un
godly. 1.~hat the fodety of bad men is hif!hly dangerous 
to aU, but efpecially to young ptrrons, is indeed a truth 
,vhich no fot1er Ina1) ,,·ill (len,'", a!ld \,:llich 11ath been of tell 

" 
fet ill the ilrorlgefi liglJt b}7 religiotlS and nloral ,,··riters: 
it may therefore ieem unneceffary to infifi upon it. But, 
my brethren, I am perfuadeJ, that it fares often with 
knO\\9n all (1 COll1illOll trutlls, as \\·ith COtllmon nlercies, 
they are defpifed for their cheapnefs. rrhongh their cer· 
tainty be readily al1ow~d, their nfc anti ap~Iic~tion is, !lot
withlbnding, or, p\!rhaps, for that \'ery r~afons, in a great 
Jlleaiilre 11eglecrecl. 110\\' f~1~1on1 is it t},at Inen 111ake 
tlle (liflincliotl \vitil care, antI aCt UI)otl it ,\~ith prudence 
ailcl refo1lltion; cit!1cr in tl1eir O\\~n COn(llla, or ill tIle 
difpofal ofthdr children? Bear with me, therefore, whjJ~ 
I el1Clea\'or to jlnl)rels )"our minds \,·itll a renfe of )-Ol!r 

oi)ligatioll to (lel)art frO!ll tll~ focict)1 of c\~i!.(loers, al1~1 tf) 
pr~fen'e, with t~c utmo!t i()licitudc, all young perions un· 
ucr }Tour c\\r\!, frol11 t~,C u10rtal cont~~iC!l. 

• 



For the importance ,\od o"!Ceflity vf this, you hal"e tlte 
concurrent tdiimony of wife awl ).!oo~l men, in every age 
allu Il~tion; exp~rietlCe Ilath tdUg!lt it to the moll barb:l
roliS, as \\·ell .. ls 1110i1 illlprove\.1 al, __ .lI)oli01ed people. 'rherc 
is no Ilation of \\'hich hillor~· Ilat!l prefer\-e(l us ally ac
count, but, in t!ietr proverbial iayings, which are the pro. 
duel of ti!ll~, \re filld a \\-arlling agaillfl tile int~aion of 
corrllpt fociely. '\¥nat (l)'ing parent, ill his lall or I)art. 
itlg ;ltiieu to his cili;tir~!l, e,'er Oi11itted to caution thelll 
againtl the !of;i:·ty t)f b:l,-i Ole1)? Ila)Y" doth Ilot (lilil)~ ex pe
rtr:nce provc:~his, beyonJ difpute, to everyone who hath 
the Jeali llt!~r\!e lloither oi' nlelnOr}' or refl~aion ? Is there 
alnollg ,,.O~ atl}- perrOil, \\'ho Ilas arri,-ell at tIle UnhilPI)}· 
diftin~lioll of ~itlg kllO\\~tl for a protligate? "rilt:nt!lier 
this happells, th\J:e about llim are able to nlark tIle piogrefs 
cfhis corruIltio:l, and can e,·en pOiilt otlt tht! perf OilS. or Jo
cieties, \\-"here lle ,\"a~ firfl tall~ht the TlH.limellts of vice, 
and initiatell iil the princillles of licelltioufnefs and riot. 
I am n~lle of ,ll()fc \'lllO eitller llcllY or i:ollceal the origin·aJ, 
inherent\ utli\'ert:l~ COrrll}ltion of hUOlan nature; al1d yet 
I fcruple not to .. nirm, that example, infiruttion, and af. 
fiflar,:e, ;lre Ilect:fi;!rJ: to Otlr itllprO,?enleI1t evell \0 vice. 
'l.~ithuut tllis, no fillgle perfotl is cal)at11e of arriving at 
that (l~grt!e of o!!llravit}l \\-hich ,,-e 11ave fOilletimes occa~ 
Jion to obfer\"e. 

,\-jiOC\'"er \vou!tl examil1e itlto tIle reafons, ancl iml)refs~ 
his Illinr! \\tith a 1t~!lfe of the (iall~er of corrupt fociety, e[. 
pccially to youth, may juLi rt:t1~a upon the following par. 
ticulars. 

1. 1re are all by nature prone to fin. It is the growth 
of the foil, as ,,-c:e{ls of tIl\:! Cllried grolltld. If \veeds carl 
har~ll)· be reilraillell b~., t11t! llt,llofl Jili~ellc~ all(l care of 
the hu!b:mdman, \\"h;]: 311 enormOllS product mighi he ex~ 
Ilea if he \\'oul(1 (lire~l.J~' apI)iy lli:llfelf to tlleir ttlCOurage
men! 3ud culti,,.atioll? Jull fo, if by the utmo!l care and 
&tten~ion, parents can :Jdnry rdlrain tilt! irre~uiarities of 
their clliJllrell, allcl f()rlli tl~ctn to true !)icty alltl goO(.l11ef3 ;: 
\\ 11at \\~icke(lllefs 111ay tJle)T llot arri v'e at, if tIle}' are ll~li .. 
,:ercd over to khools of profanity, and fuffered to form 
'[leir lcillimt:llts :.lllll nlailll~r.s, frOll} tllO[e \vho have I011g 
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~ \Vllke(t in the \llays of tl1eir own l1earts, allel ill rhe figl1t 
'0' of lhe;r o\\'n eJ'es/' without "fearing God, or regard. 
" illg nlan :" . 

o 1. Young perfons are ignorant and unfufp:cious; 
fir,lngcrs to tIle \\!orlJ, tlley are aiike ignorallt of the cha. 
ratt~rs of men, an(l tl1e c::fiects of "icious courles. 'Vilat 
a pre}' niufl fucll be to tIle artful ancl iniilluating languago 
of ti"Ji'e, who, enfiave(l by habit, all,-l "'earilllT, the cllains of 
vice, find their chief remaining pleafl~te in 1educing others 
into the fame Il."liferable llate? Jufily is the great tnemy of 
marlkilld called tl)e clec;eiver, becaule he betra}·ed our firfl: 
parents into reLellion by a lie; and in the fame way he 
and ali his fervants continue to paint and varnilh over fin 
\\'ith fai:e colours. that it may be embraced withollt re1uc .. 
tance, by- t110fe \\'110 kno\v not that afterwards " it. biteth 
" like a ferpent, anu llingeth like an adder. Nef:d I teU 
you in what a decent garb fin is often clothed; pnd what 
honorail!e names it often affurnes ill tIle \vorld, to gain the 
eafier admiffion? Senfuality and intemperance is, focial 
affeaion, and goodfdlowfnip: filthy obfcene ctmverfation 
is bu! llarmlefs rriirth and freedonl: anger and refentment 
are but l~onor, refolution, antI dignity ofmilld. In fllort, 
the \"I)oIe tertor and {train of fa111ioIlcble con\1erfation is 
often little. elfe than a flrong illtlfion put upon the min(], 
to pervert the (l.iaates of reafbn, and evade tile reproofs of 
confdence. How dangerous [uch intercourfe to young 
Ull\V~lr)'. mincls, \\1110 ate often deeply penetrate(l \vith the 
poifo11, before they fa lTI l.lcil as fuflJeCl: the (lefign of its be
jllg a(lmillifierecl? It reqllires no comn10n degree of for .. 
tittlc.1e ancl reiollltion, as \vel1 as no flnall meafure of fpiri
tllal vvifdolTI, to refill the importunitv of finners, and lln-

. ~ 

ra\tel t.~e fuhtilty W~tll \vl1ich tiley lie in wait to deceive. 
3. \lice is ui'ually baited with ple~rure, of which young 

perfons are peculiarly fenfible: their affections of every 
. kinll are ill tIle nl0fl lively ancl vigorous flate. One of 
the firll and moll important leHons, which parents and 
!~llard,ia11s mu!l teacll tl1eln, lS mOtleratioll ancl r.efiraint; -
whereas the immediate effect of aflociating with the pro. 
°i~lne, is not only to flrengthen their paflions by indulgence, 
but to inllrutt thc~n how to plead in the~r defence; and 

\.,. ';L. II. 3 Q. 
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ihove all, ta inrpire them with an abhorrence of confine .. 
ment and rule. From thefe unhappy attachments, thefe 
moft pernicious frienJfhips it is, that infiruCl:ion, hnwever 
txcellent, is un\villingly liflene(l to; and the moll wife 
and gentle government is efieemed harfh and fevere~ It 
has been fometimes obferved, that perfons ftric\:ly and pi .. 
t>ufiy edllcated, wIlen they ha\'e COOle into tIle ¥;orld, have 
run headlong into the nloft \·iC~OtlS ~nd ahandone(l courfe 
of life. This has been common~y afcribed to the rigor 
t>f their former confinement, and an a(lvice grafted upon 
it, that parents fhould be lefs revere to their children, left 
they fhould more than compenfate this early reRraint, by 
the liberties which they afterwards affume. But though I 
willingly admit, that every parent 1hould temper his au.· 
~hority with gentlenefs and love; yet I am far from think
ing the effeCt, jufi now mentioned, is afcribed to its proper 
caufe; it is not owing fa much to the rigor of parelltal au
thority, as to young perfons getting into the fodety of 
men without principle, and there feeredy imbibing thefe 
~ic-ious defires, \vhich afterwards they rejoice in an oppor
tunity of gratifying to the full. However firitl: and f(!vere 
any perfon's education may be, if he comes to maturity of 
age~ before h~ contraCts an intimacy with thofe who juRi
ty the commiffion of fin, confcience will have acquired fo 
great authority, that all folicitation to grofs wickednefs 
will be received with abhorrence. This opinion is fup .. 
ported by a faCt, \vhich I ilnagine I ha\"e obierv·ed, that the 
children of IliollS parents, \vho are betrayed illtO vicious 
tourfes, are almoft always fuch as have been moll: early re
movecl from their immediate infpeClion. 

4. The danger of corrupt fociety to young perfons ap
pears, from their being expofed to ridicule and fcorn, 
which is of all other trials 11ardeIl: for them to bear. I filall 
have occafion, on the third general head, to fpeak more 
fully on this fubjeCt; but in the mean time, it is certain, 
that a fenfe of fhame is ilrong in young perfons in gene
ral, and that ridicule. is the ufual weapon by which adepts 
in "ice afiault the caule of truth and piety; by which in
dee(} they con1mollly eJl<leavor to {lefiroy all regar(l to 

ti~e11~}~ alld order. It is lamelltable to tl1ink how often 
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perfons of excellent capacity and admirable difpofitions. 
have been led afirav b\-- lhe abufc of this moll amiablt 

~ . 
quality, a fenfe of fhame. 

From all thefe confiderations, we need not be furprifetl 
at the frequent and Ilron!! cautions given in the word cL 
God, upon this fubjeC1: Provo xiii. ~O. "He that walketh 
" with wife men fhall be wife: but a companion of fools 
" 1hall be defiroyed."-Chap. xxviii. 7. u \Vhofo keep
" eth the la\v, is a \vife fotl; but he that is a companion 
" of riotous men, fhameth his father." But tllere is no
thing more moving than that earnell and pathetic exhor
tation; Chap. iv. 14, 15. "Enter not into the path of 
" the wicked, and go not in the way of evil m~n; avoid 
" it: pars not b}7 it: turn from it and pafs a\\·a)·~" The 
wife man's infilling upon his important counfel, and the 
reiteration of the expreffions, ferve to conve}F in the 
firongen manner, a fenfe of the certain ruin of thofe w!lo 
neglecl to obferve it. 

II. Let us now proceed to c~nfider the llardening na .. 
ture of fin, \vhich leads frOID "Ylalking in the counfel of 
" the tlngodly, to fianding in the way of iinllers." Upon 
:this, as on the former particular, I mayobferve, it is a 
.known and beaten fubjea, on which it is eary to fay things 
.thong, but difficult to fuy any thing new. There are 
feveral jun remarks upon it, or {hiking fim!litudes, which 
have been handed down fronl the earlieft ages; and were 
probably the lidl, fruits of human experience. The little 
that I am at prefent to repeat or add, fhall he divided into 
t\VC.l parts: I. The gradtlal and infellfible progrefs of fin, 
\vlliGh le.acls tIle finner on from one i1:ep to allother, till he 
is irrecoverably .loll. 2. rrhe firength and po\ver of in. 
veter,lte habit. 

I. The infenfi.ble prngrefs of fin. It is \vonderful by 
wllat artful methocis, \V!lat plaufible pretences, ancl what 
{lO\V dc~~rees, firl makes its firfi approaclles. Let fome of 
tllofe perfOtlS \\'ho are no\v loll: to all renfe of duty, or of 
illame, refleCt, if l}offiblc, \vith what horror they ",·ould 
once have thought .of the practices, which at prefent they 
are not able to forfake. Every fin, how fmall foever, 
opens a .paffage fOl' the admiffion of multitudes of otbers j 



breaks the Tdlraint of conf-:,~nce; hlb!!ua!ts 3n~1 ~mboJ
d~ns !he linn~r_ "I'he 11lcients \T~rc ~~-Otlt to J:,}., That 
t~e \\'.,- of lin is dO\\"ll,!lill: e\·~n" fie':) a nlan takes t',-~ . ... 
this declivitv, acctlcrates his motion, hi that it becomes 

~ 

nlore and mon: difficuit~ ~hld :it Ian imJXltiible .. to flop hi~ 
courie. This is wh.lt !he apottle Paul h:.l,l in his vie\y, 
""hen he ~ .. l\·e this exc~lient prfl'cpt to the C;:riilian 
H~bte\\'"s; H~t~ i~i_ 13- "Bllt ~~hcrt rne :tlloth~r daily, 
., \\"hi~~ it is cali~1 to lla,· ~ Ie-it an\- sf '''O~I be har(!ened 

4 ... 

,. ~}lrough the: tl~ce\tf~llnefs of tin_~" \\9~. In:l~" I:'~" of tin, in 
general, \\"hat Solomon I:\~"s cf firi!'e; "l"he ~~inning 
.. cf it is ~!kr: the lettill~ Otlt of \\ ... ter.'· )f ,"ou ,,~atch 

- , 

agaillft th~ be~llln:n~ of fill, }'OU q1a~· hepe to pre,-ail; 
but if )"OU once ~nt it in~!lll~llce, it \\'ill eliahlifh and 
inc~afe its o,,-n pol\"er. To at,enlpt then to fiop its pro
P't:~ is like en~e:.l\"orillg to gather to~ether a flood of 
water, alter YOll ha\-~~ \\~i\h )"our own h;lrlds, opeIled the 
!1uices ,,'hieh ha,""e c:lllfetl it to o\'erflo\\-. ' 

2. 1'~ the inknlible pro~efs ~f fin, adtt the firellgth 
d t' ' h 1-: rrh ...· r d .. an poll"'er o. Inveterate :-~i1!t. 'liS :s repre.~nte to us 

in the t!ro!lgell terms in f«:rip~!.lrf, ,,"llere t!le ci: ... ln~l)g (\f 
an in\'"eterate habit is conlr!~red if'- a Ilatural iJnpofiitlility': 
J~r. xiii. 23- f.'l:an the E~hiopian c~:\ngE his ikin, or the 
,&i. lcopanr his 'i1OtS? then m3~· }'e al:c do gocxi, that are 
,~ accufiomed to l10 e~~!l. " , 

As \ve rna," recel\'"e Olanv ufeflli nlora~ leuons from the . ~ 

~ifible Cff"ltion and tl!e courfe of nltllr(~; 1'0 this in par .. 
ticlllar, of the' force of habit, is, if I Il,ay freak fo, '\~ritten 
in the nloii le~ibJe charaa~rs~ and 'rer~att(l in e\"er}'" page 
of both. A Hone" which Ius JOB:! continH~d in one place, 
~lkes i:felf a hed, and is \\ .. ~tjl b'7~at (lifficult}~ relllOVe(l : a 
plant or tree tilat h;s IGn~ btCll C011f.l1~d to 011e pofition, 
or madt :0 ~ro\\" in a particl!·lar fhape, ,\~ilJ -f~l(lom e\'er 
recei\'e an, .. o!ner. This is ~llfo tIle cafe \\'ith Oll\' 0\\ n .. 
bodily frame. PJrliru!arloftures or motions to which we 
have be~'n early habitu~led, can fearcely be altered by the 
utmoft attentiotl, an(l the flrcI1gefl 111clination of the \\~ill : 

" the obfiinacy is Hill greater in all habits where defire and 
afi'ea;on ha\e place. It is ea~v to fee e\'ery day, the ,rio. 
lent attachment luen ha\,eto employments alld pleafure!i) 
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ho,,"ever trlflin~ in themfdves, to which they ha\"e bee~ 
long acc!ltiomed. But it is greatefi of aU in finful habits, 
becaute in them the force of cullom is added to the original 
fiiCI1)!,h of Ilattlral corrllptioll. 

Both the above p.nticulars may he il!ufirated, by ob.. 
fer\!lrlg, 110\V nlucll habit and exanlple togetJler operate to 
the improvement anti pc:rteaion of guilt, in large and po.
puJous cities. There we may often find fo afionifhing a 
de~ree of wickednds of every fort, as it is mortif)'ing to 
thi:lk tllat lluman nttture fllOllld be capable of: there \\Yc 

may find perfons who will perpetrate calmly and fedately, 
,,-hat ,,·ould furl~~ize a lefs kl10\ving linner fo much as to 
hear of: 4.l.\nd \v}lat pity is it, tllat there fhonld be fc,llnd 
iome, \\·)10, (luring theif occafional refidence in places of 
gr~at retort, lay (lo\\:n their illnocence, il1nead of their 
rufiicitj-? alld bring 110l11e no otller accomplifhment but 
an illiolence an(i bo)(lnefs of countenance ill the co~nmif
fion of fin? That -infirufled in the princ;ples, as ,,'el) as 
habituated to the praaice ofim piety, they are not content 
with doihg evil, but difcover an incredible indufiry and 
affiduity in deceiving and feducing others? And fhall i 
not add, w~at p~ty. is it~ that fome, ~nfi~ad of improving 
and adornmg their mll1us by applIcatIOn to fiudy, or 
fioring' thetn ,\·ith ttfeful kno\v]eclge'- do more than lore 
their time, by drinking in the poifon of infidel writings? 
Infiead of ~tting themielves to diicharge the duties of pub
lic or private life, with propriety and dignity, they only 
acquire the unhappy talent of fetting their minds at eafe 
ill the commiffion of fill, an(1 n1ake large additions to their 
1)\vn Ilatural depravity of lleart. -

IIi. Let us confider the finifhing fiage of wickednefs. 
t11e mon criminal and the molt pernici~us charaCter, viz. 
that of the icornful, who are bold enough to treat things 
feriolls alld facred, \vith (ierifion.-

1'his part of the fJbjeCl, r.iy brethren, merits your par
ticular attentiol1, ancl naturally divides itfelf il1tO thefe t\VO 

branches: Firft, The fin and danger of it to the perron
who are guilty of it. Secondly, rfhe unhappy influence 
it hath in polluting others. 



I. The fin and danger of it to tbe guilty ptrfons. 
\Vhoever will ccnfiJer t~e Ratte of mind from ,,"hich luch 
dcri!ioll mull flow, ,,-ill imnletliately percei,~e that it im .. 
plies the hi:!hell det ..... ee of protanends and impiely. It is 
fuch an auJacious attack upon the majdiy of the liying 
God, as mllil firike ~yel)- thinking perfon \\":~h afloniih
Jllent and horror- One of the :irf} Ilrillciples of all ~)i. 
Ri90 is reverence for the Deity. and ior c,-ery thing that 
hath a vifible relation to him. 1""his we find ,.-ritten upon 
the conf(-ience~ in genenJ, even of the 111011 bJ~nJCtl ~a
thens, TIle COOlmon anti trivia! tlie of the llan)e of God 
is prohihited under the leyerefi landions in the o,acles of 
truth. '\ge find alfo lome infianct!s there, (If mere irre .. 
verence being punil1led in a very terrible DUnner. 1'he 
allgelic hotls~ thOllgh perlectlj- pilte alKI hoi}·, a~ }'et Ie

prelellted as d.!eply penetrated with a fenfe of the! ext~l&e 
difproportioll between uncreated ~~(cl!ence, ar.d created 
weakllefs, an(1 filled u"ith t~Je higheli ven~!ation of him 
who only is HOI-\.: Itaiall vi. l~~, 3- "ii~ the y~ar !hat 
&4 king U zziah died, ] Jaw alio the Lord r.tti~g upon ~ 

-4l throne, Iligh anc.llifreJ Ull, allj his tr;.lin filletl the t~mp)e_ 
U Above it ftood the i~raphims: each one had fis: \\'ing~ 
" \\"ith tl\·ain he covercc.! his flee, and \\'ith t,,';t!n he co.. 
Ii: vered his feet, anu with twain he did fly. And one 
4' cried unto Another, an<l Jaid, HoI,·, hoI,·, hol,"~, is the 

~ - . 
~, Lord of hOlls, the \\-hole earth is full of his !!lon~. " It 

'- . 
may feem unneceffary or improper to add, and yet it gi,"es 
nle pleafure that I can {Io it \\~ith truth, the falne tilir)g 
has eviuelltly dillitlglJiflled fonle of the beft ~n,l greatefl 
men 011 earth. ""'e are \\1tell infornled, tllat iaDle of the 
~reat~fl inqllirers into nature, as tlle}~ gre\\~ in }"ears~ an(I 
incre:tfed ill the kno\\~lellge cf the \\·orks of Gocl, ui(l alfo 
vifibly gro\v ill an a\\~c allu reverence of tllei!' allnigh~p 
!vlaker. Of one in particular, it is [aiel, that he lle\'er 

Inentioned the name of God without a fenfible paule in his 
difcourfe. After .this, what c:!n .we think of any poor 
creature, whofe breath is ill his nofirils, being guilty of 
.collte:npt an<l fLorn of the name, attributes3 \vorks or 
\VOrfilip of God! 
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There is a rtmarkabJe tlifr~~nce be!w~ fillS of t)lis 
kinJ and m~ny other fins which a~, notwithfianding .. ve. 
ry heinaus and aggttln!ed in the fight of God. Into ma
ny other fins of a ,'ery p1'fi nature, a man may be hurri. 
ed by the \-ioJence of }llffion, ('r betra}'td b~? the fudden .. 
nets oftempt3tioo; but~ if I mi!lake not, fcorn of things 
flCred mult al"-3'·s be a deliber:tte ,nine: the nn can .. .. 
not be committ«! without a gooc.l deal of compofure and 
prefence of mind: reafon is not ~)\'er-bome, as in other 
c;de~ by appetite; but r~aJon itleJf (if tte perverted 
gift of God in fucb perfons may be caUed fo) is princi. 
pal in the guilt. A teomer is never tempted, properly 
j~aking~ but by there a.Cts and exercifes of religion, 
,,"bieh fho\lltl excite the ,-eneration of ali, antI do excite 
the ven~r.ltion of PlallY, not excepting lome of the moll 
prvfligate. 

Contempt of things fa~red is an entire vifiory over 
ccnfciencc. In many cafes men fin with fome reluCtance: 
it is not to much their cho:ce, as they are over.bome by 
the tlrength of corruption, and vitiate the peace of their 
minds, to grati!)" the demands of lnft: hence remorfe of. 
~n fucceeds the indulgence; and though real reformatioa:i 
does not take place.. yet. !t bys the finner uJlder frequent 
and cotlfi(ic:n-l'Je reflraints. But in treating things facred 
~ith f~om, the mi~d is wholly at eafe ; and finds its plea. 
fUTe in the very impiety itfelf- The truth is, 1'0 entire is 
the ,"itlorv over c~tlfcience" that notlling but fett!ed &\the-

• 

ifm and infidelity can be f!ui!ty of it, according to that jufl 
expreffion of the pf.llmifi~ Pfalm x. 13. "'Vherefo!'C~ doth 
,~ tile ,\-icked contellln GOti? He llath raid in his heart, 
" thou \vilt not reqllire it." 

It is alIo an entire \rictOT}T O\Ter fhame: this is com
mon!y the Ian rcfiraint that finners overthrow. Alany 
~re confine(l an(l kept ill a\\te b)l the feAr of man, long af. 
ter tl1ev ha\ge cafl ott tIle fear of God. Froln the fhame-

~ 

f-~l!nef~ of fin, religion preferves fome degree of credit, 
even where a great phirality is in the orpofite interefi. 
For this reafon the prophet Jeremiah mentions it as a great 
;)~gravation of tIle fIllS of his countr~;mell, tllat they \\'ere 
len to all fen fe of 1hame: Jer. v i. IS. ~"V en: they 
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tt afhamed when they had committed abomination? n1Y, 
.-. they \\'ere 110t at all afh~med, neitll!r coul~l tht}~ blufu ~ 
~\ therefore ti1ey iliaJI fall ~mon~ theln that fall; at tho 
~' time tJlat I vifit tllenl, tilt:y thall be call dO\\911, fait)} the 
., Lord." But is it Ilot evidellt, that fcorllers are tleftitute 
of fhame? l'hey hilVe, indeed, not only extinguifhed it 
in tllt!mfelyes, bllt tIle manifefl defign of tllt:ir converfa. 
tion is to defi~oy it in tll.e millds of others. 

I 11eed ~(l(l notlling fUTtller to fhew the glli1t ~nd dan. 
ger of perions of this character, but putting you in minu 
of the rank whi.ch it hDlds in feveral catalogues of crying 
~ns in the holy fcriptures, and the awful judgr:nents of 
90d which are denounced ~gainn it. . The prophet Eze. 
kiel, in enumerating· tIle fins of Jer~falem,. anlQng n1anl 
ellormities~ l1ath- tllis; Ez-ek. xxii. 8. "~rllOil _11a'lllefpi~ 
." fed mine holy things, and profaned my Sabbaths.'~ 
And tlle pr()li>het lfaiall,. Ira.' xX\7iii. 14, 2 I, ~2. ~~ Now, 
~& therdore, hear the. word of the Lord, ye fcornful men 
.c t]lat ru~e tllis people \\~.llich is ill Jerulalem ........ ·For the 
., Lord iliall rife un as in m.ol1nt Peraziln, he .11all be . . 

~' "lrot.h as in the valley of Gib~on, that 11e n)ay (10 his 
:' \\tork, llis firar:tge \\tork; alltl bring to' pafs his att, his 
fl firange aCt. Now, therefore, be not mockers, Jen your 
~' b'\llCls be nlalle firong: for, I llave hear(! from the Lord 
~' God of hofls, a confumptiol1 even (letermil1ed llpon tIle 
" whole earth." See alfo the Hate of things in Jerufalem, 
immediately before the Baby]onifl-~ captiyity: 2 Chron. 
:xxx\?i. l(l. "But tlle}7 nlockecl tllC 111effengers of God, 
~\ arKl tlefpifctillis \','Of{]S, an{l IT)ifllt~(1 11is propllets, un-: 
Ii til the wrath of tbe L?rt.l aro!~ againft his people, till 
I" there "'.!S tlO retnecl\!." 

J 

.. 2. Ho\v rtollJl)l)' is tIle irliltlerrce of tl1is c:laraCler l1pon 
o!hcr~ ! As it is llighly cril11irlal, it is l)ernic;ollS ill tile 
fame proportion. C;:m{idereG only as an example, it mull 
have dangerous e&e.b.s: many fins (hun ~he light; an(l 
are, bv tllole tIlat C0111Illit then), cOllcealecl \\~itll tIle tIt-
t J 

111011 c~:·e. "Tileil tl1at is tIle r.aie, \Vllate\'er tlley l11a," - .. 
be to tl1t guilty perIol1, tll~y are far fro[n beillg fa (larlger-
ellS to tIle l)ut)lic, as tllofe crimes tllat are not Olll}> oftetl 
\' ~Eb!e) but dene on purpoit: to be it'cn. Now fccfft:rs at 



things f.l~red tnuf1 always be an eXlmp~e, as the crime 
c 1Onot be committed ai.,lU::; and, in~!C:\:tL they often ,.(. 
pire at a kind c:- charattcr for dcrpifin~ rc!~g:on .. alai wOl!!d 
be greatly m~rtified, wC'~ their ac~omp!iihments of this 
kin(l hi(~:len fron) tIle \rtr~d. 

Ncith~ir is it mc:dy a common e~"mple: fCQiFers are 
not on1y bar~ly fin!lerS; they arc :t{h-oc~Hes fcr fin: it i~ 
their CGnltant fillUY to br!3k the re!traints of conlcience, 
a11d \velken every- mOf4) obli~tion in others, 3S \\·eJ; as 
ill thenliel\~es. rrllis tl)O t!}e\1O endea,"or to effell in the-

• 
moll agreeable malliler: COllt~mpt of reJi~ion nlakcs a 
l)~rt of th~ir focial rnirti:; ancl theie two things are toori 
looked upon by the unwary youth as fo infepl.r2b:e .. that 
the one is quite tanders and infipid, unl~fs it is feafoncd 
b,' the o~her. -

It d.~kT\·es particular ccnfiJeration cn this fubjell, that 
fcoffing at things facred is apt to give natural moddly~ 
and the fenfe of fhame in young perfons, a wrong and 
contrary turn. l\-Iooefiy is the ftrongefi natural fence 
to virtue. "-e find notwithn3ndin~, very frequentIy~ 
that pe .. fons of ~eat n.ltural modefiy have not courage 
fufficient to protefs or praaife what confcience diclates 
to be their dilty. How unhlpPY is it when fo e~cel· 
ICl1t a preiervative from vice is thus quite perver:ed, 
R11(111aS (~!l oppofite effetl: ! All hiflory is full oft)le pow
erful eiletls of a fenfe of inanle, both in doing good and 
ev'il. It break~ :he flronge!l of alillatllral attacllfllt:nts : 
it is 110t to be O\1terCOnle by tIle fevereft la\vs, thoug~l f!lr' 
tified \\"ith tile nloft terrible fantliolls. No\v, as it needs 
no proof, thlt fcolling at facred things tends to pervert 
t!le fCllie of fllame, it mllfl have the greatefi and moll 
immediate eRetl: ill bringing on a general di[olution of 
man:lers. 

1'he malignant influence of profane feorn is not conti. 
l!e!l ttl }90tlJlg perfons, there 11eing very fe\v of any cha· 
ra(-tet" \vho are not hurt by it ill a mofl: fenfibJe manner. 
''f\~ QU!'! )90l1 be c'lnvinccn of this? I-low rarely do we filld 
:my po!fdfeu of 3. determined courage and refolution in op
l)oii'lg lafllio:1able crimes! IIo,1,~ tln\vil1ing are the beft to 
~u!Ter Ihame for a(P1t~rin~ to their duty! \''Phat a variety 

\ . t1 !.. Jr. , l~ 
~ 



of efforts will be made to efcape it! Contempt is difagree .. 
abJe at any rate; an{i it is intoleraille to pricle, fonle re
Blains of \\"hich, capable of beillg irri1ate(1, are to be found 
in the very· bell mel} on earth. f'or tllis rearon, tile nlofi 
eflablifhed Chriftians do carefully 11mn all llnneceffary fo
ciet}- \vith \\·icketl Ole11, kno\\'illg how difficult it is to 

avoid fin in one fhape or other. If fuch is the cafe with 
the befi, h3\V ()anRerous nlt,1l the fociety of fcorners be to 
all "'ho are abie to bear them; but efpecially to thofe who 
Cl have pleafure in them !" 

It will not be improper here to ohferve, that one grea~ 
reafon \\ihy fcorn al.m rillicule is fo ilurtflll to religion, 
is, tllat it attacks tlli!lgS taered throllgll the me(lium of 
human weaknefs. rrrue piety and virtue .is in itfelf fo 
venerable an objeCt, that it is not poffible to render it ri. 
diculous, but by mifrelJrefentation: ho\\'ever~ as it is ale 
\va}'"s, ill tl1is wor](l, attended \\t·ith htln1an infirm it), , this 
aflords a handle to profane perfons to load it with re .. 
proach. Their fuccefs in tllis unhappy clefigll, is no great. 
er than rna}? naturally be expeaed; few are able to dif .. 
tinguifn bet\\peen a lJerfon anlillis Callre, nor indeed, is it 
pol1ibJe to att~ck the one \\7ithoLlt \\?ounding tile nt!'!er~ 
It e\Ij<.lently appears, that it is impc)fiible to treat religi
ous perfons in general, or the expreffions, forms and 
rites, commol11y appropriatEcl to religious \VOrfllip, \vith 
fcorn; and not,. at the fame time, bring religion itft:lf in
to contf!mpt .. 

.. I do not nlean by t11is to p1eacl for approbation, or even 
indulgence, to any irldecency, by Wllicll folly or vanity 
mayabufe or difgrace the worfhip of God: far from it. 
I tlli111~ every tIling of that kinel OUgllt to be reprove(l \vitll 
feverity, and oppoied with refollltion: but I contend, that 
it is infinitely lTIOrC prol)er to treat it ,vitIl ai.,11orrel)Ce and 
deteilation, thall \\7ith [corll. \\;!lOe\1er will give himfelf 
this- lil)erty, nlay eafily fi11U an 0Pl)Ortutlit}" [ronl tIle 
weaknef"s infep~rable from humanity, to throw off that re
verence for Ga(l allli llis fcrvice, \Vllich it oU,ght to be llis 
chief folicitude to l)reierve a11cl in11)rove. 1"11cre are Ina-
11}T wllofe vifible \V~akllerS is to l)e lan1entecl; and, per
l\aps, th~re is no human charaCkr at all fo l>erkaly decen\ 
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in every r~fpea, but, by imitation and a little aggrava
tion, it may be rel1clerecl ridiculous. 

Let it alfo be confidered, that it requires far lefs compre
henfion of mind to expofe the fony and weaknef~ of 
others, or evel' to in\;ent plaufible falfelloods, ar,u Inifre
prefent them, than to reafon with jufinefs and propriety 
on the moll common fuhjeCl:s: A very fmall degree of 
ability is fufficient to accotnl,lifh a feoffer, \vho is not re ... 
firained by any fenfe of duty. Nor is this to be won
dered at; for there is always a fufficient ilulllber to \vllofe 
underfiandings the IDOft vile and miferable performance 
is perfeCl:ly adapted. 

In fupport of all this, I could adduce many examples, 
abundantly known and familiar: bllt, for certain reafons, 
I filall only mention a very celebrated inftance from anti. 
quity. Socrates was certainly the wifefi: and the beft man 
of all the heathens, ,vhofe charaCters have been tranfmit. 
ted to us. His behavior was fuch, as not only deferved, 
but feemed fit to conlmand tIle et1eem an(l veneration of 
an who knew him: yet was this worthy man fuccefsfully 
tllrned il1t0 iiclicuie, by a perron, \\7hufe writings, which 
ilave come dO'A'll to us, are to toe Iall: degree mean an(1 
contemptible. Nor was tile effeCl: merely tranfient; for 
in the opinioll of mf:lnj', this contempt paved the way for 
rite hatred which his enemies foon raifed againfi him, ancJ. 
\\rhich brought 11im to his death. 

I proceed 110W, in the Iall: place, to ma~e fome improve.' 
me!lt of what Ilas beel} laid: and I think I can dilcover 
in the afpeCl: of the! audience, that you already fuppofe _ 
have been led to the choice of this fubjeCt, by the late 
atrocious and flagrant offence, comn .. ned . in the near 
neigl1borl10cd (jf \vI1,ere I now {land; and ,\'hich hath af. 
feCted every thin~iTlg a~ld wtll-difpofed perron in tIle 
place, \vitfl a mixture of indignatiCJli and concern. Tllat 
this is indeed the cafe, I ha've no intention either to deny 
or conceal. l\Iany, ( know, are of opinion, that fidelity 
to nly charge calls for fomethillg of tl1is nature Otl the pre
~ent occafion; if to others the particular difcuffion aneJ. 
.application of this rubjeet: fhould n~ed any apology, ther, 



are two things, for which 1 hope to have the tefiiI:ncny of 
aU my ordinary hearers~ I. That I have never omitted 
'to mention with all freedoln an() plainnefs, the fillS and 
duties of.every rank a~d dafs of filen, as the fubjea led 
to it, or the occafion feenled to require it. 2. rrllat in 
doing this, I have generally avoided bringing in particular 
'accidents tha,t have fanen out in the place; being much 
of opinion. that the lefs perfonal any thing of that nature 
·is, it is ,the ~orc likely to br. ufeful. But thongll I conti. 
nue in .the fame Qpinion in generdl, there are fome things 
fo flagrant and atrocious in their nature, fo dangerous 
and hurtful in their effetls, that bare filence concerning 
them wo~ld carry in it an imputation of ul1fait!lfulne~s 
Dr partiality in ~ mini.fier of ~hrifi. .~And as in the pre~ 
rent cafe, the fcandal feerns loudly to caU t~r fome public 
notice f?f it, fo it is impoffible to lnake the perfons D.10re 
known than they are alrea,dy by their .own folly. If it 
'could 'make them any more afilamed, it \\'ould be all un· 
fpeakable benefit both to the public and themfelves. 

With a view therefore to the fcandal jun now hinted at, 
fufFer me to apply the truths above illuiirated, by giving 
you fome ad\'ice' and'diretl:ion, under the three follo~ving 
charaCters, one or more of which will include every per
fon who no\v hears me. ,. . ' , 

I. rro thofe who are young: in that love1y, precious, 
dangerous feafon of life; of all others the fi tte ll: for learl1~ 
iog what is good, and unhappily pr'one to learn or imi. 
tate what is evil. My dear children, this is not the fira 
of many times I have addreffed inflruCtion particularly to 
you, and I pray that God may open your hearts to receive 
it. Let me befeech you, firfi of all, to learn this impor. 
~ant lerron, to difirun yourfelves : be fenfible of your inex
perience, and be perfuaded of your danger from the ad
monition~ of others.· 1'he greatefi evidence yeu can give 
of real knowledge, is to be fenfible of your ignorallce; 
'and of true wifdom, to be willing 'to learn: the folicitude 
and concern of your parents or other relations, to prel~rvc 
you from tlle'deflruCl:ive patlls of vice, is frem tlltir cer
tain knowledge of what you are no\': unwilling to belie\·e. 
Above aU things, {hun, as the pefiilence, the fociet}' 0:' 
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known than they are alrea,dy by their .own folly. If it 
'could 'make them any more afilamed, it \\'ould be all un· 
fpeakable benefit both to the public and themfelves. 

With a view therefore to the fcandal jun now hinted at, 
fufFer me to apply the truths above illuiirated, by giving 
you fome ad\'ice' and'diretl:ion, under the three follo~ving 
charaCters, one or more of which will include every per
fon who no\v hears me. ,. . ' , 

I. rro thofe who are young: in that love1y, precious, 
dangerous feafon of life; of all others the fi tte ll: for learl1~ 
iog what is good, and unhappily pr'one to learn or imi. 
tate what is evil. My dear children, this is not the fira 
of many times I have addreffed inflruCtion particularly to 
you, and I pray that God may open your hearts to receive 
it. Let me befeech you, firfi of all, to learn this impor. 
~ant lerron, to difirun yourfelves : be fenfible of your inex
perience, and be perfuaded of your danger from the ad
monition~ of others.· 1'he greatefi evidence yeu can give 
of real knowledge, is to be fenfible of your ignorallce; 
'and of true wifdom, to be willing 'to learn: the folicitude 
and concern of your parents or other relations, to prel~rvc 
you from tlle'deflruCl:ive patlls of vice, is frem tlltir cer
tain knowledge of what you are no\': unwilling to belie\·e. 
Above aU things, {hun, as the pefiilence, the fociet}' 0:' 
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profane rcomers. I.on to all fenre of piety. felred in their 
COIlfciences, alld enfla\'ed to their lulls, tIle}" \\'ill do all ill 
tht:ir power to denroy a rifing fc:nfe of religion in your 
nlinds: u "'hile tht!Y promiit: you liberty. they thC!ln
leh·es are the ft!rvants of corruption." 1'hink upon eter
nity approaching: no man can forefee or forddl to you 
now, wht:tht:r your time on earth lhall be long or {hort; 
whether you fhall have much profpt!rity, or many trials 
in tIle prtltnt \\·or}(l; but as the blefiillg of God is the belt 
ingreui~nt in all ~ell1poral mercies, fa being at IJeace \\'ith 
him is the beft furport under fuffering, and the only pre
paration for (}cath. 

Btlt as ,\11 tl1e dclllfi\7e argllolents ill fa\·~r of fin are 
drawn from this pretent life, fuffer me to plead the cauCe 
of piety alld truth in tllis refpeCt. Be allured tllat true re
ligion is the way to hea1th, peace, oplliellce and public 
elleem:a I1ear the \viicfl of mere lllen: Prove iii. 16, 17. 
" Length of days is in 'Vifdom's right hand, and in her 
c, l::..ft hand riches an(1 honor. Her ways are ways of plea-
" fantnefs, and all her paths are peace." Do not look 
.only on tll0fe lil1ertines \vho are in the b~ginnillg or olid
dIe of their courfe, whofe fpirits are lively, and their vi .. 
gor }'et uninlpaired: look 011 the few older praditioIlcrs. 
rrhele were the good fellows and focial fpirits of a former 
l)eriod: their conlpanions \vere cut oft' ill tIle midcile of 
their days, and they remain as beacons for your infiruc
,tiOll a 11(1 warnil1g. Do you fee thtm fullell in their de
'])ortment, nleall in their attire, at1d defJlifttl by the \\'orld 
itfelf; tlleir faces bloated with intelnperance, and tlleir 
miferable offspring palt: with hunger, or crippled by neg
~ea ? thefe are the terrible fruits of n1i(111ig11t rioting. 
T'hey were once as merry in their cups, as ready with 
their jef1s, and as great defpifers of Sabbaths, and fermons, 
of whining and praying, as any of their more fprightly fue
cdrors, who are in the high road. to the fame defpicable end. 

My dear friends, when you perceive anyone flirring 
up )Tour averfion to parental authority, and teaclling you 
to (Ie(pife the troublefome admonitions of minifiers an<l 
mothers, know that he is enticing you to the ruin of foul, 
body and efiate. I-Iear again the wi!e man) or rather the 
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Spirit of God fpeaking by him: Pro\'. xxiii. 19, &c • 
• ~ Hear then, nly fan, ancl be \vife, aJld gllide tllille heart ill 
., the way: be not amongft wine bibbers, amongfl rit)t
" ous eaters of Belli; for the drunkard and the glutt)n 
u ihal1 come to poverty, and drowfinef.cdhalf clothe a m in 
• with rag!;. Hearken unto tllY fatller tllat begat tllee, a .ld 
h defpife not thy mother when fhe is old." Provo x~_x. 
17. "The e}·e that mocketll at Ilis fattler, and defpif«:tll 
,,, [0 obey his motIler, the ravens of the valley fhall pic~: it 
" out, and the young eagles {hall eat it. " 

Do you indeed think, that any of }70Ur loofe com:)a
nions, Wilh all their profeffions of friendfhip and atta.:h
mellt, llave the fame concern for }90ur true intereft t .lat 
a parent has; or the fame judgment to difcern it? 'You 
may efieem it as a f!l\'or "rllen }'OU are affinecl in the in
dulgence of your pleafures, and your irregulai comfes 
are concealed from the kll0\\11e(lge of your relations; but 
it is in truth the greateft injury that can poffibly he done 
you: it is often difirdling to thofe of riper years and more 
experience, to obferve ho\v (lifficult it is to perfuacle yOtIng 
perions of eafy tempers arl(l \\'arm affections, of the (lan~ 
ger of afiociating with profligates. \Ve reckon it tard 
that you \\·ill Ilot believe that they are \vortillefs, tl"?O~ 
our teflimony; but mlIf! learn it from your o\vn fata] ex
perience. Believe it, there is no true fr!endOlip but ,,'llat 
is founded on the principles of piety and virtue: and if 
YOlI confide in tll0fe of a different charaCter, J70U will 
fooner or later be rewarded \vitll treachery and faliehcod : 
al1d in(leed, tIle fooner the better; for their friendllii p i. 
infinite!}' nlore hurtful tllan any eHetls of tlleir difpleafure • 
• '\gain tllerefore, let me befeech tIle )'0l111ger IJart of nly 
audience, \vho llave not )1et tllemfe}\'es thro\vn off all re
gard to decency, to give up an friend!hip with, and a'mid 
the fociet},., of tllofe WllO 11ave. It is Hfually a hare} r.lcri~ 
fice, I confefs; but necefiary to your prefervation from 
the nlofi deflruClive co~rCes. '~hat lignifies the [.;orll 
or refentment of a few hardened wretches, compared to 
the peace of your own minds, the heart.felt pleafure you 
will give to every real friend, your comfort and happ·.nefs 
in this life, and the ~elI grounded hope C?f a bleffecl im
~or~ality ? 
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2. Let me fhortly addrefs myfelf to parents, or others 
\\tho are intrufied with the education of youth. And, oh 
that I coul(l make YOll fenfible of the importance and diffi. 
culty of your charge! Ffhere are many direfiions, which 
might be given you with refpeCt to education in general; 
but I chooie to confine my thoughts at prefent to what is 
fuggefied by the occafion and fubjeCt of this difcourfe. 
Let it therefore be your care, to preferve your children, 
as much as poffibJe, from the company and cOilverfation 
of profane perfons t efpecial1y thofe \\-ho are tainted with 
infidelity: and who, as it!. natural Gonrequence, treat the 
exercifes of piety with contempt and fcom. To fuffer 
this, wIlen YOll can hinder it, is treating their fouls in the 
fame manner, as you would do their bodies, if you placed 
dares of f\veetened poiion in every corner of the houfe. 
You will daily perceive how children are formed by imi. 
tation, in their temper and manners: they mull: bear are· 
femblance to tllofe from \\~hom they receive their firft im~ 
preffions: but if this is the cafe in general, how much 
more muIl they embrace tlle principles.. and imitate the 
praCtice of their companions in pleafure? 

This caution is 1'0 nece[ary, that where counfel and in. 
treaty are not fufficient to procure compliance, authority 
Ollght to be itlterpofe(l. Mere authority indeed will be 
very ineffeaual; and therefore, I muft particularly recom. 
mellcl to you an early attentioll to your children's opinion 
and judgment: they loon form a judgment, and will give 
early marks of al)prol1ation allcl a\Terfion of IJerfons and 
charaaers. Do your utmoft to make them eileem religion, 
as the greatefi hap})inefs to every perfon, and the moll: 
amiable part of every cllaraCtt:r. ~lake tl,eDl fenfible, 
froln )'0l1r contluct, tllat it is not 0111y }'our firlcere choice, 
but greatefi delight. It is very fatal to them, when they 
are Jed to look Ul)Oll it as a bur(len atld confiraint. Habi. 
tllate tllenl early to corlfi(ler all other qllalities as good for 
nothing, \\'11en I)iety is \valltillg; an(l a iJerlon of a truly 
Chrifiian converration· as worthy of the higheft efieem, 
,v!1ltever be his flatioll or circuII1flaJlces ill otller refpe8s. 
Remember it makes a part of the charaCter cf a good man, 
as urlwn. by the Pl~\lmirt David; Pia. xv. 4. h III whoLe 



.. eyes a vile perron is defpired, but he honoreth them thaP 
Il ft:ar the Lonl.n I am perfuadeu, that many, who truly 
fear God tiJemlelves, are inach'ertently guilty of a great 

. mifl:tkc: in this particular: they difcover unhappily too 
mtlcll of tlleir adlniration or eD\'Y of lhe natural advallta
ges of otht!fS, independent of their moral charafler. 
DreiS, furn:tllre and wealth, are looked upon as Giflin
guifhing advantages; and children are often fuft"ered to in
dulge themft:l\·es in mockery alld derifion; even \vhere 
deformity, poverty, aukwardnefs, and !hings perfeClJy in
nocent in themfelves, are the only objefis of their fcorn. 
Intel1et1:ual abilities alfo, comprellenfion of n-)ind, and 
fprightlinels of fancy, are comnloll]Y mtlch the objeCts of 
efteeln; and young perfons are infcilfibly led. to adnlire 
there natural qualities, without at aU confidering to what 
purpofes they are applied. rrhis mull: neceffarily have a 
latal eH'ea; and therefore parents fhould endeavor, as 
much as poffible, to preferve upon their own minds, and 
infpire their children with an efteem of trllt piety, and a 
horror and a\?erfion at a vicious charaCter, \vhatever advan. 
tage may happen to acconlpany it. 

Jf due care is taken betimes in this refpea, I am pet
fuaded it will, in a great meafure, prevent the danger 
arifillg frOR) the example or folicitation of the patrons of 
im{>iety. Their chief fuccefs depends O!l their real cha
raCter's lying concealed. till it is fafe and proper to avov; 
it. IThey inftill the principles of irreligion, as a- wife 
lnan \voultl do the nloll lacred truths, by little and little, 
as their difciples are able to bear them, and always do it 
under the dilguil~ of pleafure. There is nothing more 
dift't!rent than the converlation and carriage of a libertine, 
ill tIle 1)refence of thofe of \vhotn he francIs ill awe, all(l 

among his felect companions; and even there la!l: are but 
gradually initiatc:d iilm the concludmg and horrid myfle .. 
ries of profan't}' and blafpile111Yc Young nlinc1s tl1erefore 
fhould be early formed to fnch a tane, as to look for piety 
a[ld virtlle, b~->(,},·t' ~11~\Y \viII give tlleir approbation or at: 
ftction to any human acco:nplilhments. Were this the 
cafe, they would not he fo O/tell betrayed by fpecious ap
llearances, and drawn in, by degrees, firft, to fuffer; then, 
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to imihte; and, at laft, to ddlght in the mon \'icious 
praCtices. 

While I ~m giving you there direClions, I cannot help 
obrerving, th(l.t J·OU may fc:e the great 11~ceffit}, of \,!"iftJoln 
and prudence in the religious education of children. Ap .. 
p~y ycurfelves to it \\-ith diligence. It is an extenfive and 
difficult, but, at the fame time, a noble~ ufeful, delightful 
flu(ly. " i\n,l if any man lack \\1iftloln, Jet him ant of 
" Gocl, who giveth' to ~\il men liberally, and upbraideth 
" o!>t." 

I than now clofe this difcourre with a fe\v.words to pro-
feffing Chrillians in gerieral. . 

Iv! y brethren, when vic~ rears up its he~d, and appears 
"pitlt infolenct! ancI bolnnefs, as it "iiI' certairily affeCt every· 
good man \\·ith conCertl, fo it is of great importance 
what treatment it meets with from the public. If it pa{fes 
\\,ithotlt notice, \ve Ul(iY conclucle, that corrtlption hatIl 
deeply infeCted tIle ,v~ole mars. If men are afraid or 
afhamed to exprefs their inclignation at lt, \ve mny con
clucle the confpiracy is formidable; and that the intereft 
of trllth an{1 piet}' is greatly on the dreclil1c. There are 
many, \\~ho itl cafes of grofs fcallda), rather choofe to keep 
themfelves at eafe, by forbearance an.d indulgence to the 
glliltj·, tllan Ttln the haz~~r(l of pro\~okil1g their refel1tment 
by an hondl declaration of their real lientiments. Nor is 
it fel(lom to be obferve(l, that the vt:!ry perfons \vho do 
lean in their own fphere, for fiemmin.!~ the tide of profani. 
ty, are the firfl ;ncl lou(lefi ill cornp'lainil1g of the neJ?:li
gence of magiftrates or paflors, in infliaing public puniOl. 
JI1ents or ceI1fures. 

\Vhilfi, therefore, I am endeal,'orin:~, in rome meafure., 
to difcharge my own duty, I muft alfo put you in mind of 
yours. It i~ ev;dently the cluty of alii who profefs to fear 
Cod, to abfiain from the foc.:itty of tllOfe who are grolsly 
prof:-me, \Vithou~ dirc()~'e;ing any fe::1fc: of penitence or 
iorro\v. The trl,th is, I Ollght ratller to make this a mark 
or true religio11, an{} ,1ffirnl, tlllt a]l gf:ocl men \viII (10 fo ; 
t!1an itlform then1 tll~t tIlev ihOlll(l. 'l-'l-,ere nlufi be a liJ,e-

~ 

n~rs of difpofition among familiar friends. Had YOIl that 
:-.i1!101"renCe cf impie~!· t1~~t ~'Oll c\lg1·.'t to ha,·e, }'01) \\·Ollr,! 
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count the fociety of impious perfons a fiain ar.d reprooch 
to your own charaCters. Of this I am able to give a very 
ftrong, and,' at the fame time, a plain and familiar proof. 
'Vere any perron kllO\\·n to be gtlilty of'theft and dif. 
honefiy, or any fault that is odious and difgraceful in the 
world, everyone "lOtl1d reckon llis intilnate cornpani()ns 
almotl, if not to the fanle degree, abandoned as Ilimfelt: 
·The fame thing will ,certail1ly hold as to profanity or li .. 
centioufnefs; tllOUgh illdeed it carries in it a melancholy 
proof~ that fins againft piety or p\)fity are far fronl being 
)1eld in the fame abhorrence, as' \\that erldangers OtlT flil)
fiance or temporal interefi. 1 ffil1fl:however, here- beg 
of YO\1, to attend to a fingular and very firong paffage of 
the .epiftle to the Romans. 'file apoflle Paul clofes hi~ 
defcription of the profane world in the following ~erms : 
Rom. ii. 32.. "'Vho knowing the judgm::nt of God. 
" (that they which commit fuch things are worthy of 
" death) T.ot only (10 the fame, bllt baye pleafure in thell1 
" that dc- thenl." I l1ave looked into the original, and 
find the vords juftIy trannated; and you fee, from the 
confiructi'ln of the 1entence, the apofile reprefents 113.ving 
,}lIeafure in fenfual antI \\?icke:d mel1~ as in11)lyillg a clepra
.vity of charatler 1uperior e\'en to that of Jellfllality itfelt: 

But as a[ociatingwith' the profane is a mark of profani
ty, fo every degree of countenal1ce given to thelll, by ])er
fons of entire charllaer, is a fenfible injury to the public . 
. It lerves to put honor upon vice, and in J)art to deliver it 
froln that jult repro~ch \Vllich oug11t to l1e tIle punifhlllent 
of the guilty, aI19 a warning to others not to tread in tl1~ir 
fiel)S. I have, on feveraI occaiiotlS, obferved tllat the prc
fent period or fiate of things, ill t)lis place all<i congrega. 
tion, deolallds the greatefi: conceril for tIle l)ublic intereil: . 

, of religioll. Gro\ving in llumbers, a~1(1 gro\ving, I J10IJe, 
in wealth, as tIle effeCt of your o\vn aocl }70Ur fatllers ill" 

. dllfiry, you are in danger of tIle ir1~roduflion of a ',,'orlcJl}~ 
fi)irit by the rifing generation. rrhis every good man 
ought, \vitll the utlllOfl pruclence all :.~ ~:. :Ql .. ~tion, to oPI)ofe ; 

, particularl)' by doing ~,-)l. in llis po\\"er to })refer\'e tile }lO

llor ancl re11)tct (tue to trlle rt) igiol1, a11<.l treating \r i til 
contempt every open enemy to that important intereH. 



to Young P(rsons. 

I fin:-erely wiO) you improved, and pofTeffed of every ac
complifhment that is truly valuable; but beware of that 
falre politenefs, which confifls in little elfe than an oppo
fition to religion and fobriety. And, indeed I am afraid 
we fuaJI not foon attain to any other; at lean, not by the 
lleIp of thofe, who as they fet religion at defiance, fo aro 
equally Ilrangers to that elegance, and fenfe of decency 
\\'hich diflinguifhes perf 011$ of higher rank. 

The late riotous meeting was without doubt the moR: 
au(laciou5 thiIlg of the killd that e~er was attempted in 
tllis place; alld therefore calls for an open and vigorous 
tefiimony againft it, by every perron 'n his fphere. Re
gard for tIle glof}1 of God, love to the fouls of men, and fo. 
licitude for the rifing generation, confpire in requiring 
}~OU to exert }lourlt:I\Wes in fuch a caufe: and iliall I not 
add, compaffion to tqe rerfons themfelves? Their worfi: 
enemies are thofe who treat them with indulgence, fo long 
as they continue to jufiify or to palliate their offence. 
Nothing ferves to harden finners more, than when no no
tice is taken of their crimes; and they find themfelves 
jl1fr a& generaUy~ and as well received, as if they had done 
110 evil. 011 tIle other hand, \Vllen they l>erceive the deep 
concern of otllers on their aCCOllnt, it is all exce1lent mean 
of bringing them to ferious refleCtion, and inducing them 
to trenli)le at rI1fn1ieI\"es. ,,,Therefore, Iny beloved hearers, 
let me befeecl1 )'Oll to preferve }'our horror of fin, not
withfianding the bo:dnefs of lianers. })ll ever}" thing in 
your power to reclaim the offenders. Bt:! carneft in your · 
fttpplicat:ons to almighty GOD, that he would fnatch them 
as l)rall(ls i'rorIl t.he burllirlg, atlcl rai[e tlle'nl up as trophies 
of his vidorious grace. But while they continue in their 
enmity to God. forget not~ on your own account, the apof: 
tolic counld; U have no fdiowlhip with the unfruitful 
" v.:orks ofcbrknefs, but rather reprove them." 
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l\IINISTERIAL FIDI:LITY IN DECLARING TMP. 

. 'VHO~E. COUNSEL OF GOD. 

SERl\10N 42. 
, 

.... -
. ACTS xx. 26, 27. 

TV/lereJore ! tahe yOlt to record th;:s day, tl,at I am pUTe from 
tIle bl~od o..f all men: for Illave not SIZllljned to declare Ullt~ 
yO?t all th.e counsel oj God. 

1'" HESE worcls are a part of the apofile Paul's dire 
· courle to tl~e el(Jers of Ephefus, when taking leave 

of them, under a firm perfuauon, or rather a certain kno\v
ledge, that he viould ~lever again fee them in the body. 
1\1 X: prtrent' fituation, 'of which n~re of you is ignorant, 
has' (btermined me to the choice of this paifage, as a,yery 
l1roper fubject, from which I may conclude the e!,~ercife 
of my minillry among yon. I had. once occafion, Oil 
leav~ng anoeler charge, to have tak~n"a. formal farewell of 
a ve'ry affeCtionate people, but had not courage to attempt 
it. The circumfiances attending the removal, which, if 
IJrpvi.ue11ce l)revent not, feeills 110W to be at lland, are fuch 
as do not leffen, but greatly increafe the difficulty of fpeak. 
ing from fuch a fubjeCl:. And yet, in another view, they 

. . 
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feemed to urge it fo llro!lgly, and to prefent fuch an op
portunity of being ufeful, as I durfi not'wholly decline. 
E\rery Chriflian ought to be an obferver of providence. 
Nothing will more eff.::Cl.ually promote hii 'holinefs and 
c.olnfort. AntI l1o:11 a 'ni~i(i~r an<) his peo)lle OU,gllt to 
improve the afj>eCl of providence, w,hen it hath any thing 
p~culiar in it, to their mutual benefit. 

JJet llle tllereiore, intreat J'Oll to atten(l to tl1e fo)Jowillg 
difcourfe, with patience and COmi?ofure. rrhis requeii I 
the r~ther hope you will comply with, as there is nothing 
intended that is perfonal, further than mull neceffarily 
arife from the fubjeCl: itfelt: or be una,roidably fuggefied by 
your own thoughts. I hlefs God that I have no com
plaint to make of want of dllty, or affection UpOll }'0Ur 
vde; neither is it any part of my pnrpofe to jufiify my 
o\vn condutl:, clurillg the time that I 11a\'e Ilad the honor 
and happinefs of ~heing intrufied with the minifiry of the 
gofpel in this place. I f11~.ii therefore only fay, that whe
ther I ha.e -been able to (leliver my own foul, by fidelity 
in dut}T, and by purity of principle, I am certaill, that 
BeT}7 lnuch has been ]aid to tile charge of many of yours. 
Leafl of all do I intent) to endeavor to iatisfy you of the 
nl0ti\7es vlhich have induced me to accept of a call to a 
diflant part of tJle \\I"orld, and, in rom~ degree, a different 
employment in the church of Chrifi.· For this, I kno\v 
tllat an account nlufi be given, in due time, to a rnuch' 
great.er J lldge, \vith \\7}1.ofe ~pprobation either the applaule 
or eenfLire of men are notwor~hy to be laid in the ba!ance. 
The'tingle- purpofe, therefore, of the following dircourfe, 
ihaU be to gi ve you fuch a com prehenfi ve view of the 
truths -of. the everlafling gofpel,-of the importance and 
difficulty of a minifier's -work; as may direct you in the 
choice of·anotller paflor,-iIlcreafe YOllr e(lee~ .of f~cll as 
are fuithfuJ,-and excite you to guard againfi every thing 
that-may elther dHc~oi'age them in their work, or prevent 
~ileir fuccef~. 
- T'he" apofi1ePaul had planted the church of :e:phefus, 

and he had {pent a part of his time there, very ~onfiderable, 
jf we conlidcr the C;!xtent of hi~ conuniffi~n, ailci hi~ many 
apoilolic journies to different parts of the world. " In the 
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whole of h!s dift;ourfe, to tIle el,lers of tllat CllGrcll, \\"}10", 

he lla(1 fCllt for ill his I)affage to ~/fr/lsnl!I}l, \\'e f~t= tIle 
greatefi terluernefs alld aftt(tiol}~ 321\.1 an carll~!i CCl1cerl~ 
to engrave upon thtir ocarts the try,!is ~'hich he hall 
ta\lgllt tl1el11 \\~Ilile refKlillg ll1ere. .L\11(]~ in tIle \\·or(l. 
of the text, }10U fee the foun,lation ·011 ,,-lIIch he takes 
thelU to recor(l, tllat 11e \vas jrc}e .1'·0111 tlle bioot./ oj' all 
l1le1l; fol·, fa}'s he, I l'{I'Ve not sh'InllCli 10 (lee/tire "'liD 

YOil all the COl/liSe! of Cod. I omit every thing that 
nlight ~e occafiOllall}f il1lroliucecl from the text, or C0I1-

text, fuch as minifiers being chnrgeable with the blooclof 
thore Wll0 perifh by tlleir neglec.l, allti the cloCtrine of t~ 
gofpel being the counfd of God, that I may fix your at· 
tention, where certainly the empha11s of this declaration 
lies; \.-iz. rI'hat he haci <leclared to t11e~n all the COllllSd 

of God, and that he bad not sh1l1l1lecJ to do fo" or that he 
had not been ueterre(l, by 311)' (lifficulties, from the faith
ful diici1arge of 11is trllll. 'fherefore, in difcollrfing ftlr
ther, en this fubject, I will enJcJ\'or, through divine al: 
.fifiance, 

I. 1~o confi{ler the fi(le)jt)~ of a mitliJter, as coniiilirlg 
in a jiJl! alld comJl~!t: declaration of the counlC:l of God. 

II. rro COllfitler tIle <lifficl11ties ,,~hjcll n1a)· lie ill llis 
\va)', or telnpt hilll to sl111ll ,lIlY p:.trt of Ilis \\lork. 

III. 1'0 make a particular improvement of the fubje~. 
b}7 givillg }10U nl"y I)artitlg atlvices, in tI,e fpirit of tl1is raf"
i~1ge, and in a w"y, to the ben of my judgment, fuited to 
3iOllf lituatioll. 

Firfi tllen, Let us confi(ler tlle fi(l~lit" of a miniile!'" ~s 
J 

confiiling in a jull and C011J/)/,>te decbrati0n of the cOlmld 
of God. 'I'bis is a circnmflance which the apofHe ft'tms 
to 11ave la\(l })articular ttrefs UpOtl, ill IllS tlilcourle to the 
elders of Epht:fus, as he not oniy refls his folemn appe<1t 
to themfdves, in this paiTage, lipon it, but f)JJ mention. 
fd it l)c.iore, \?erfes, 20, 2 I. '-, Ancl l~o\\: 1 hu\'e kept 
" l)acl~ tlothil!g that \\ra~ l}rofi!~1ble U11tO y{)tl, l)ut 113.\'C 
" Ihcwed you, anll !lJ\'e tallght YOll publicly, ~nd from 
,; hou1~ to houle, t"ftifying bOih to the- JtW~, :ind :lIfo h' 
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'( tIle Greeks, fe?!ntance towanl G()(~, an (I faith to\"ard 
" our Lord Jefus Chrifi." It is, indeed, a circumfiance 
of the lltmofi Oloment, as miniflers rna)· be fllpp)lttl 
much more ready to f.1.!l 010rt in this refpeCt than in any 
other. It is probable that many rnore are chargeable 'liitl} 
concealing truth, than affirming faHhood; with negleHing 
duty, than committing crimes; \\-ith not building tIle 
houfe, than \vilfully pulling it 00\\'0. Agreeably to this, 
we find the charge of the prophet, againft unfaithful fhep
herds, is chiefly or only for ne~lea ofcluty, Ezek. x~xiv. 
2, 3, 4· "SOIl of lnall, propllefy againfi the fhepber, .Is of 
.. , Urae1, prophefy and fay unto them, thus f."till! the ~~ord 
., GQ(i unto the fhepller{!s, ,\;00 be to th~ fhepilt:rcls of ili-aeJ, 
'c that (~O feed tllemfc:I\·es: fhoulcl not the fhephenls fee<t 
" tIle flocks? \-.. e eat the fat, an(l )?~ clcth }~OU \\-itll the 
" \1lool, ye kill them that are fetl; but }·e fee(l net t~le 
" flock: the (iifeafe:u Ila\te }"e net firengthelled, neither 
"have ye healed that which was fick, neither hale ye 
"bound up that which was broken, neither ha,-e ye 
t( brollght again that which \\·~s driven awa}", neither have 
" ye fought that which was loft, but with force and with 
" cruelty have ye fuled them." But that you may bare ~s 
COtllprehenfive a view as poffible, of the charaCter of a 
faithful mininer, given itll the text, obferve, that in:egri
ty in declaring all the counfd of God, implies the fellow
ing particula:s. 

I. Dec1aring an the truths of God, without any e!cep
tions. The revealed will of God is of gre3t exten: and 
compafs. It ta!~es ill all tllat \\-e are to bcJie\~e conCerl1i!)~ 
God, and all the dutf which God requires of man. It 
gi\pes lIS an aCC(1~!~t of tIle original, an(l of the f~11er. {late 
of man; of the early purpore of divine mercr, and the 
Heps that \\'ere taken. from ~ge to 3ge, it} carr}'ing it into 
execution; of the redan, undertaking, and fufferings of 
, ~. f' ,. 1 'I h- 1 ... t!le ...,aVIOJr; o· l~lS 4~1.'.'~S as :l teaci1er, an( IS (Onlln:Oll 

as a king. Together with all this, we h:wc a hi:t:>ry of 
Providence, antl many fpectal examples, infiruHior.s, and 
,'.rarnitlgs of t:iC mo!tl1lrtictliar I~in~l, No\,t, nl}' bretllren, 
h·~ who wonlJ (kclare all ,he' c'..ll1!lse1o.fCcd. mull pay a 
It'~( .. ru '"" '1 0 .1 ·0 IA\··'~' •• ",\.~,.-. "n·1 ~~ "~r as t-l'l'C at1') }'\oO\lth .\!,- ,-,_\~""" l\ _ tt·~ V "~\.~. W. ."', ,'~ 'U • • ,1 ~_,. 
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is gh'en him, endeavor to m:lke his people :tcquainted 
,~ .. ith tIle \\-!lo)e. rrhis, to be fure, caOllot be done all at 
once, antI at the f~'m(! time. DOllbtlefs there are fonle 
trutlls of more importallce than others. .t\s the foun(Jat ion 
ml,ti ~.e laid before the firutlure can be raiie(l, allu the 
fOllllJa!ion and the COt ner nones are of more IllOlnent than 
tht. !illifllill~S of the furl:lce : ' yet tllere is a m~tual fllbler. 
vienc}' of every Olle in its Illace to another, ancI not the: 
leaft can be wholly omitted without a real injury to thofe: 
that are retaiJle(l. 

There is a precioufilefs in every truth that hath the 
Ramp oftlivine authority upon it; an~l~ therefore: to ne. 
glect any of them, antI count them trifling, or of little 
Illomellt, 3r~ues a \\"lnt of reverence for the \\~onl of Goo. 
The JlO)Y JcrlptllTeS, as they are full and complete, con· 
tailling every thing tf13t is necelTary; fo they are perfea 
and iaultlcis, contaillillg nothing that is llnneceffary. Se. 
riQus perfons have often borne teftitllony to the great utility 
of Juch parts of the fa~red oracles, as are comnlonly treat
ed with moll indifference. N,lY, I cannot help thinking, 
that th~ vellerati!>n due to God, \\,110,-lot!l not!ling in vain, 
obliges us to b~lie\ge the uti)it}~ e,"en of tho!e paffages 
'v!10f~ purpoi~ \ve ourf~lves ma}~ Ilot as }"et hlve clc:arl)· 
perceived. 

1'hey are therefore greatiy to be blamed who are at no 
P:li:1S to make kno\\~n the counfel of God, ill its fuJI e~
tellt; llut 110\V nluch Olore {hore \vho fatisfv tllenlfelves 
with infifiing upon fome thinJ,!s, which may ~ mort agree
.l~l~e to tlleir own tatle anti (liillofition, to the elltirt! ne .. 
~lea of others th:lt are perhaps uf equal or of greater mll
nlent? 'V'e fee this happen too frequently, that things 
whi~h fill almon every page in the holy fcriptures can 
icarce obtain a place ill nlallY fernlons. ".,. e fee fome 
induflrioufly avoid the truths of the e\·erlafling gofpel, and 
otller~ t!1e duties of tIle lnora! )a\v. The evil of tllis is the 
greater~ tllat tllere is fi!Cl! a rt:l~ltion bet\Veell tile f~\·era~ 
r~1rlS of Go~l·s re\~e~:.lcd \~·i!!, thclt if ally one is left out, 
c~'~ry view given of the refl muft be not only partial bat 
1a,.JlIil. He who ~ruly u~derH:\:"h.ls the ~'riptllr~s, \\ in 
f~~f)tl l)crcei\·e~ t!1at tll:rc i~ fuch :\n infeplrabl~ c011nexi~:l 
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between one truth and another, that you can hardJy act. 
nlit one \\~ithout admittillg or rejc:Cl:ing the \vhole; an(I 
that none of them can be witllclra\vn, or cOllcea)ed, \vith
out a manifell injury to the beauty and fulnefs of the gene. 
tal fvflem . ., 

Bllt, of all others, the nlofi \\'onderful ret of men are 
tho fe, l\ .. ho are for concealing fDllle of tIle truths of God, 
left tIle}· fhould be abufed. The fovereignt)7 of Gcd, his 
eternal purpofe and the freenefs of his grace, are often 
paffed by, under this ridiculous pretence. I would de. 
{pife the wifdom of fuch perfon~; it is arrogance; it is 
impiety. I do not kno\\' any truth that callnot be abufed 
by perverfe and corrupt lninds, or dX\t has not, in many 
iIlfiances, been abufed. Bilt is tllis a reafoll for conceaf
itlg them? No. I \voul(l preach thenl openl}7; I \\?ollld 
preach them fully; I "rouleI endeavor to guard them 
~gainft the abufe; an(l let finners kno\\p, tllat, if they \vrell: 
the goocl \\1tord of God, the}7 do it to their o\vn (lefirllCtion. 
Oh! that there were more fubjeClion of mind to the wir
(lorn of God: more of a dee)) and in\\'ard conviCtion, 
that w)latC\'Cr Ile Ilath appointee), is, for that very realon, 
lVifeft and be ft. There would not then be fo tnany at
~empts to explain a\va}' what is clearly contained in tIle 
New Teflament; but we lliould join, fr:>m the heart, with 
the apoRle Paul in faying, Rom. xi. 33. " 0 the depth 
"of the riches both of the wi1(loln an(i kllO\\1leuge of God! 
" how uniearchable are his judgments, and his ways pall 
Q fin~'11g out ?" 

2· Integrity of declaring ail the counsel of God, implies 
?reaching the trutils of the gofI)el ill their full and jufl pro
portion. Under the former particular, I have fhewn the 

- neceffity of doing jufiice to ev~ry truth; iet us now add 
tlle dut}' of giving their full rQom and 111ace to important 
and" fundanlental trutlis, III artIer to (llake a jtlfl: portrait 
of a hunlall body, it is necefTar)~, tlot 011Iy to l,ave all the 
parts, but t611ave everyone ill tJle true l)rol)ortioll it bears 
to anotller. If ')tle mel1111er is i\velle(i to an l11111atural 
or monflrous bull<, and otllers are 111rtll11~ or fllrivellecl 
a\vay almof! to notlling., it \\'ill 111ake tIle lTICJn llI1fcelll

ly tigure. Agreeably to this) he, who' wouIJ [,\ithfully 



(ltc/are tht COUllst! of God, mull have a particular eye 
to the grelt and leading truths of the gofpeJ, on which the 
Tell depelld, an(l from ~'hich they dtrive their force and . 
nleanln~. 

Ifwe look into the fcriptures of the Old and New Tef
tame11t, we ftaall find certain leadirag truths, which are of 
fc great moment, that they ought hardly ever to be out of 
view; fltch as tIle loft {late of mall by nature; the abfo
lute neceffity, of falyation through Chrift; the fuffering of 
the Saviour in the finner's room; and f~e forgivenefs 
through the blood of the atonement; the neceffity of rege
neration; and the gift 6f the Ho'ly G qoft, to enlighUF, 
fantlify and comfort his people. rrhefe truths arc of fuch 
unfpeakable moment, in ciivine revelation, that the}· ol.lght 
to be clearly explained, f1rongly inculcated, and frequent
ly repeated; they are the doClrines of the reformation; 
they make the fubfiance of all the Protefiant confeffions ; 
they are the glory of the Protellant churches; and have 
been fealed by the blood of thoufands of fuffering mar
t)'TS. Ancl, indeecl, it comforts me, ulJder the neglect 
v-ith which they are treated, at prefent, by many worldly 

'rfons in a flate of ollt\Vard eafe and fecurit},tothechurch, 
lat, if ever it pleafe God, for Ollr 11ns, to throw us intt. 
~le furnace, they will -then difcover their honor, they 

',V ill reco\'er thei& luilre, becaufe trleY will certainly maw • 
. '~fi tl1eir illfluence. 

tl0w fhalll make you more fenfible, what.it is to give 
:heir full room to theft important truths, than by putting 
yOtl ill mil)(} of the regard tllat \\laS paid to tllenl b}1 tIle 
-trollIes of our Lord, who received their commifllon im
Ille{iiately fraln 11ilnfelf, alld \\'ere not only the firfl, but 
the lleft an(l tnoli fucccfsflll nlinifters that e\'er were em· 
1)1()j1e(] il1 tJle chllrcll of Cllrifl? "'~\lhat a multitude of paf
f~theS might I cite to tllis I}urpofe! ACts iv. 11." Neither 
-', is tllcrc fa)\tation in an}' o~her; for there is none other 
" 11a:.·t! Ul1dtr llea\1ell gi\Ten at:nong n1ell, \,-,"hereb}· \ve 

'" 111Ufi be iave(l." 1 Cor. iii. II. " For other foun(lation 
,~ call no man lay than that 1S laid, which isJefus Chrifi.u 
Pilil. iii. 7,8,9- "Bllt \vhat tllings ,,,ere gairl to Ine, 
~, .~Il-olc I CQUllteJ lofs for Cllritl. Yea, doubtlefs, an~ 1 
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'I 'count all things but 10f5, for tlle excellency of tlle kno,\~. 
u 1t:dge ofChrifi Jefus, my Lord. for whom I have fuffer. 
" fd the 10fs of all things, an(1 do count them btlt cllIng, 
" ti1at I may w~n ~hrifi, and be f9ltn(1 ill· }l;m, not lla
" ving mine own rightecufnefs, which is of the Jaw, hut 
'I. that which is througl~ the faith of Cilrifl, the righteouf
" nefs which is of God by f:lith?" ";-ithout citing any 
more pauages, I fhall only obfel've, that though the apof
tIes introduced a great variet}' of trllths itl tl1eir \vritil1gs 
occafionally, fuch was, in their opinion, the importanc~ 
of the (loclrine ()f f:,]\latipn by the crofs of Chrifi, that 
tlwy denominated the gofpel by it. Preaching Chrifi, 
and preaching the crofs of Chr:ll, was, \\'ith them, the 
fanle thing as preaching the \vhole. I do not tllillk tile 
apofile Paul was defeetive, in giving particular inftruc
tion~s, upon every fubjeCt, to thofe churches which he ei. 
ther planted or watered; yet he fays to the Corinthians~ 
I Cor. ii. ~. u, For I determined not to know any thing 

," among }70U, fave Jefus C11riil, aptl him crucified ;" iil

timating tllat fu~ll \\'as his attachment to that great truth, 
tllat it \vould occupy, in a ~anner, tIle \vhole of his time 
an(llabor; or rather, tP:it it h;ld ~uch an intimate cOllllexi. 

O~ with every other part of the \vi!I of Got1, that, be tIle 
fubjeCt what it wOlllJ~ this could hardly be entirely out of . 
vIe,,' . 

He, who would de~lare the whole c0ll11$el of God, muft 
Rill place tllefe great and opcrati,,'e doCtrines in a COll

fpicuous point of view; lle olufillot p'lfs tllenl o\:er flig}lt
ly; he mun not even [peak of them coldly, hut in fuch a 
Jnanller, as to fho\\p, tllat lle kl10\VS thtir trut!l, a1lcl feels 
their lTIOment. \Vhat an inconfiHency for a Chrifiiall 
lniJlifier, to fpeak of the Lord I{elleemer in fllCh a flyle, 
as natt!rally leacls tll~ 11earers to 11l1~ hiln 111)on a Ie\rel \vitll 
Socrates or Plat.o, or otller ullinf))irecl teac11ers~ \\lI19 tle

ver pretendetl to be faviours? \Vh~ti. poiton to the fouls 
of men, for any to fpeak, as if they were fpeaking to 
Adam before the fall, and to fing thole linners afleep in 
fc ':llrity, \Vl100} they fil0tll,1 en(leavor to alarnl, tllat they· 
may be perfuaded to fke from the wrath to come. \Vha~ 
betraying of their truft, to entertain their people with an 



the .... vlole COlmsti of God. 

affeCled difplay of their own talents. or idle fpeculations, 
to amll!e the fanc)F, \vhen they fholllcl be builditlg them 
up in holinefs ancl con1fort, through f~ith, unto falvation ? 
r!'he ver}· mallner of preaching lna}~ be Ol)pcfite to the (loc
trine of the crofs, Wllich hattl fo Illuch humility ao(l fell:()e
nial in it, as \rill illfpire, and give a color, if I rna)' fi>eak fo, 
to every \vord that is fpokell by him tJlat firlllly believes it. 
011 tIle \\'hole, no other trutll or dllt}' \vill be negletled by 
a faithflliininifier: bllt tl.e oftener he! fiands, as it \\-here, 
ill tIle centre of the plan, the more fteqt1etltly he contem
pl:ltes the crofs of Chrifi, in \\·-JlicI1 ~111 tile lines of ciivine 
trllt)l are united, the nlore clear)\' \\'jll 11e fee tllem, and .. 
tIle better \viII lle be able to judge at \vhat time atlU place 
to introduce thenl. 

'.l"his leads me to obfer,·e, in the 
3d Place, t}}at to dt:clare all the counsel of God, is to 

preach all the trlltlls of God in their proper order anli COII- . 

nexiOll. 1"'0 alluele to the fiOlilittlde formerly uted ot' 
n131~ing a portrait of a hUlnan bocly, every n.ember mull 
Jl0t Onl}1 l)e ill its jufi 1>roportiol1, t)ut ill its proper place. 
In teaching every fcience, there is a certaill order that 
mufi be ollferved, otherwife the lal)(\r \vill be in a great 
nleafure 10ft; but it hol<.ls in nothillg more firollgly, than 
ill teaclling religion, an,l openillg t~)e truths of the gofpel. 
I Inigllt cOllfirm this b}~ mall}' examples, or rather, in(leed, 
by going through the whole fyHern of divine truth, but 
fllall only make a remark or t\VO, for illufiratillg tIle 00-
fcrvation. The neceffity of falvati·:m by Chrift, is found. 
eel llpOtl the loft flate of man by n'lture. U nlefs the one 
is firll eilal)iillie(}, tile heaut)? antI meaning t>f the otl1er will 
wholly difRFpear; unleis we are -now in a corrupt and 
guilty fiate; 1lnlefs man has indeed, loft the knowledge of 
tile true Go(l, tIle kindllefs of God. to 11is peculiar people, 
the proilliies ill tIle proplletic \vritings of light to the Gen. 
tiles, arid tl1e riclles of clivine grace in the gofrJel, fpoken 
of in fuch magnificent terms, mull. all appear inconfidera. 
l)le, anti 1.111\rorthy of regard. U nlefs )'OU can convince 
nlen of their fillS, arl(l 111ake then} 1enfibJe of the holinefs 
and juflice of God, in vain will you preach the gofpel to 
them; in vain will YO,,1 call it a' glad tidings of great joy 

\ 
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U to a)) reople;" they do not underlland the terms, they 
\\ ill deride the mdfage, and fpuTn the offc:;red mercy. 

if YOll preach the free forgivenefs of (in through Chrifi, 
without, at the fcllne time, {hewing the necdlity of rt:ge. 
llt:ratioll alIt} f:tl1Clillcaliol1 by llis Spirit, it \\"ilI eitller not 
I~e emt)ract(l at all, or it \vill b~ tur11e(! irlto licentioufllefs. 
Allll, ,f}'ol: I)reacll the dlltics of tile )a\\l, \vitllout, at the 
1:!lne tl nle, (ii fllIa)' ill~ tIle grace of tIle gofl)e 1, aI1(} the 
"it:ll influCllce tilat flo\\ s frol11 tIle Ilea(} to the n"lembers, 
,'Olt \\-jl1 eirlltr l)ltil<) lll) 11~en in a dellruCl:i\le fJ~fiem of 
i)haril~ica] religion and fdf .. righteoufnefs, or bring them 
under the Egyptian bondage, of making brick, though 
they nre not furni1hcd with ftraw. The privileges and 
duties of the goiiJel fland in an infeparable connexion ; 
jf you t<ike away the firft, you flarve and mortify the laft. 
Hear "lIlat cur Lorcl himfelffa}'s. Jolln xv. 4, 5. "Abide 
CL in lne, ancl I in }'Oll. As the branch C,lnnot bear fruit, 
" of it!clf, except it abide in tIle ville; no more can ye, 
~, except ye abi(le ill me. I am the vine, ye are the bran. 
" ches! he that abidetll in me, and I in him, the fame 
" bringeth forth tnuch fruit; for \vithollt me ye can do 
" Jlothin~." I fa}7 tIle fame thing of not inforcing the 
duties of the gotpel with tbe great and po\verful nlotives 
(Ira\\rn froln its truths. You fee in \"fhat a convincing and 
affeaing manner the apoiUe Paul fpeaks of his own con· 
dna, and that of the other apollles, ~ Cor. V. 14, 15. 
" For the love of Cllrifi cOllfi.raineth us, becaufe \ve thus 
h judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and 
,~ tl1at he (lied for all, tllat tI1ey \vhicb live, :lho~ll(l not 
" 11enceforth live into themfelves, but Ullto llim \VllicIl 
" die,l for them, and rofe again." It is, doubtlefs, law. 
flll, nay, it is for tIle glory of Goel, to make occafiollal 
}llelltioI1 of ever)' argllll1t!llt agairill fin, dra\vn from na
tllre, reafon~ a11(1 e}:})erience, to fl1e\V that, "the ia\v is 
" holy, the cOlnman(lnlellt 1101y, jllft, and goocl." But 
let lIS not 110pe to Inake cO(1icie11tious, aCtive, fruitful 
:ChrifiiatlS, allY otller \\Ya~r, than t1Y teachillg them to live 
" the life:: tllat the}' li\1e ill tIle ilef11, a life of faitJ} 011 the 
" Son of God~ who loved them, .and gave himidf rqr 
4- lll~' Ill. ,. 



the ttJ.,·bole Counsel of God. 

All who know the grace of God in truth, will defire to 
llave tllis connexi9n bet\veen one tTllt}l anel another, an(1 
the influence of trllth on (ltlt~, in,,·iolably prefer\'e<l. It is, 
io(leed, conlmon witll rom~ to alle(ige, that tIle frien\.ls of 
tl1e gofpel, thofe \vho are attaclled to tIle doarille of re
demption, are enemies to the l:lw, arIcl that tlley' (10 110t 

love to 11ear tlleis: duty preache{l to them. I 1001< UpOll 

this as an unjuO: and detefiable Dander, and commonly 
fpreall by tllofe W}10 kno\v notlling of tIle 1uhferviency of 
the law to tIle gofpel, or ratller \vho llnderfiand very jittJe 
either of the one or the otller. If a miniller l)r~acJles tIle 
llolinefs of God's nature, with \VhOnl evil canllot dwell; 
ifhe preaches the (luties of tIle moralla\v, in all the force 
of its unchangeable obI igation, and all the terror of its 
a\vful fanttion, ill order to convince his he::rers, that they ., 
are liable to \vratI1, I kll0\V no [ounel Cllrill:ian \v110 \\1iII 
find fault with it: nay, I am perfuaded, thai minifiers, 
\vho love the doCtrille of falvatiol1 b}T grace, do oftetl preach 
tIle moral law in fuch terms, that many legal perfons are 
ready to tremble at the hearing of it; for tIle}' \villingly 
nfe the wortis of the apofile Paul, Gal. iii. IQ. , .. For ,,= 
" many as are of the works of tIle la \V ~ are under the ctlrfe; 

" for it is \Vrittell, curfed is e'tery one tJlat cantin ueth not 
" in all things which are written in the book of the law 
" to do them." But if ferious perfons llear the duties of 
tIle Ja\\', preaclle(l as the grollllds of tlleir aCCe}ltal1ce, an(t 
the fOtln(iation of tlleir peace ",ith God, it is no \\-011(ler 

tllat they fay, after all approve(l exalTIl)le, " if rigllt(,Otli~ 
" nefs came by tIle law, then Chrifi is (lead in \1aln.~) 

Agaill, if a Ilii11iiler preacll the duties of t11c gofpel, ex
plain them in all tlleir extellt, and prefs tllem by argu .. 
Inetlts dra\Vll from tile Ne\v Tefiament, as tIle frllits of 
faith, as tIle evi(lences of tlleir change, as a debt of grati .. 
tucle to their Redeemer, as the marks of their relation to 
him, ancl neceffar}T to fit then} for llis prefence, I belie,"e 
it \vill 110t be ullacceptable to any of his people. On the 
contrary, tIley (10 llfl1al1y both appro\'e and (leligllt in thele 
i~~rlnt)ns \vhicll are moil fearching t() tIle C011rClence, ~\Tl{l 
motl clear and explicit in the trial of lhfil" flate. Titlls iii. 
8. H This is a flithflll 1aying, and thde ~hing; t \\'~ll tha! 
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" thou affirm cOIlfiantly, that the}: \\'}licl1 Jla\le belie\yecl in 
., God nligllt be careilll to mailltain guoc.l \vorks: thefe 
" things are good allO profital11e unto ITien. " I t is our 
duty to thew, not only that pr:JtdIing Chrillians ought to 
lle holy, bllt tllat tile~· mllfi be J~oly; all(} tha' if they Jive 
and (lie the flaves of al1}T kl10\Vn ftll, Cilrift, and all that 
he hath done, fhall profit them noth~ng, but only aggra .. 
vate their condemnation. I will bear this teftimony to 

m}' OWll hearers, that~ as it was al\",·a}1Ps a princi))le \\,ith 
me" to preach tilt! (loEtrines of reuemplioIl \\,llere tlle)T are, 
:llld not to attempt to fi'1C.i them \Vllere they are not, by a 
boun(llers al!egorical il1terpretation; 1'0 tl18fe ~rermO)lS, 
\vhich have been \v!1011}r em)Jlo}1ecl in eX}11airling and en .. 
iorcillg particul~\r (luties, opellillg tileir princi})Jes,. cliflill
g1,ifilillg tlleln fronl their COlll}t~rfeits, allcl I)reffitlg theln 
UpOll the confcience, Illve met \vith as nluch tl ))}Jrobation, 
al1J lleen 11earll \\litll as little fl1fllicion_as an}7 \vhat~ver. 
B!lt if any Inillifier ha(1 preacllccl in fuch a lllatlner, as to 
fet the doClrine of iillvation altogether cifide, and to fup
pore that \ve coul~l obe)T ill our 0'\'"0 firengtll, or tl1at God 
was indebted to us for Ollr works, inflead of our being in
debteel to 11im, l)oth for firength to perforln tl1eOl, and 
mercy to accept tllem, I belie\'e it \vould not lllve pafTed 
\\·itI10ut cenfure; all(1 I fincereI)' pra}T, that tIle time rna}" 
never CO:l1e" whell it \vill, ill all)' corner of this cllurcll, 
but efpecially fronl tIle pulpit in \vl11<.:11 IIIO\V ilancl. 

rrlle delufioll ancl abfurclit}T that fillds place ,vitI} lnany, 
deferves the greatefl pity. It is 110t Ilncon1nlon to 11e~r 
certain perfons pouring out the bitterefi inveCtives in l)ul. 
pit ancl converfatiol1 againfi otllers, as ellel11ies to morali
t)~, as turiling tIle grace of God into licentioufl1efs, as not 
0111y negleCting, l)ut e\·'ell OPJ)OfiI1g tIle ollligatiol1 of l1is 
]a\v·! J 11 tIle 111eall \v11ile, if )TOU llear tlle firfi, you fila1l 
rarely n1eet \vit11 allY tIling but lrllat is quite loofe and ge
tleral, a (~eClalrl~tion on tIle l1ealltv of \iirtlle, aIlc1 tIle tle-

~ 

cenit)T ()f 11olilleIs, or ,1 \7cr)' ilnperretllI.~t:tcI1 or tIle offices 
(!ue fronl rnall to lllall in tlle COtll1TIOtl illterC()urfe of facial 
l;fc. j\ 1'HI, if )~Oll l1car tlle otl1er) it 15 l)rol)al)le j"Oli l11ay 

l:e:lt" llllrl\' or tll~ 11ar(1 f:-l"ill0:S of tIle Q"()f'l)ei, 110t 0111}~ tIle 
J ~, t ' 

rltceIllty· of (lu~rl0" lllni,~c\ all(1Io\"i11~)' 111~\r~\· ~ \\'itL tlle ~e:;r .. 
. ,,~ ..' ,) - , 
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tain damnation of thofe who hold unjuft gain without rem
tution; btlt tIle ntctffitj9 of lO\'illg God above all creiited 
comforts, habitually (lireCting every part of our conduCt 
to his glory, and bcillg fincerel): and \\'itllout referve, fllb
miffi\,'e to his pro\·i<.1ence. You may alro, probabl}·, hear 
tl1e (tuties of e\'ery relation defcen<.lcu to with a particular
ity, and the negletl or breach of them reproved with a fc. 
\'crit}~, that is 110 \vhere e]fe to be fO:lncl. Now, I dtfire 
to kl10W which of there are the greatef! friends to tllOrality. 
So {hong is the deception, that I have known feveral of 
tIle hearers of tIle Inofi boafie(j moral preachers, who could 
not avoid betraying, by their difcourfe, that they confider
eel the exercifcs of piet}', as no part of nlorality, and \ycry 
confillently, indeed, with thefe principles, treated them 
\\'ith the nloft abfolute llegleCl:. · 

I ha\t"e little hope of the con\'iCtion, but would gladly, 
if poffible, flop the mouths of gainfayers on this fubject. 
J s it not ufual to mark out the friends of falvation by grate, 
tl11der the title of extraorditlary firiCl, alld eminent profef
fors; generally, illdeed~ \vith a \Tie,\'~ to challenge the fin
cerity of that profeffion, and load it with obloquy and re
proach? But confider, I pray you, \\"ith what propriety you 
give them the name of profeffors l what is it that they pro. 
fefs? I tis, tJlat the)1 are nothing in tllemfelves and de
ft!r\~e 110tll111g at the 11al1d of God but \vrath for their fins; 
tl)at t!1ey 11ave 110 110pe of acceptance, but by the free grace 
of Gael through tr.e redemption that is in Chrifi; that they 
t:an do nothing of themfelves that is good, but by the 
grace of Go(l, are \\'hat they are; fo tllat tllere is 110 rOOln 

left for t}lem to glory. Is 110t this tl1eir faith an(1 perfua
fion? \Vhy are they then called proidfors ? You are 
the profdfors, who n"!ake your bnafi of the law, and glo
r}' ill tIle exceileflce an(l 11erteCtion of 11umall virtue. 
Shew us then your faith by your works; juHify your pro
fdaon hy your praCtice; boaning will bring you little ere· 
{lit. But let us fee \V}lO 11a\·e tIle In()fl fot)er, honefi, hol}r, 
heavenly lives; thefe are certainly aC.tuattu by the heft . ., 
prlllCl plese 

Bur, I mull, in part, retrJ.8: \\'h~t I have faid; for, after 
.tIl, the iervants of Chriil are indeed profefiors. They 
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Ilive tnken on the holy proft:ffioll of the gofpe!: lnll, in 
faa, any inflance of irregular condutl in them is more 
obferved, more deepl}· reproac!le(l, 4lntJ I!i,-es gre lter vI' .. 
fence than the very fame ill perfons of a tlinerellt :n3Tac. 
ter. 'Vhen the)- depart fron} their duty, all(l fronl firid. 
nefs of converfation, I gi\·e them freely lip to t le cen
fures cf their enemies; the)- ha\-e richly defef\-e,l thein, 
and therefore they !>ught to ~ar them. In the mean time, 
let Cle put thore in mind~ who, in the midfl of t~ eir tn. 
unlph, 11ignlatize them \\"itll the Ila111e ofprof~ss'rs, that 
they do them, or rather their profc·ffion, more hOllor than 
they are aware of i for they fllO\V t}1at th~y themfe ,\·es arc 
fenfibJe tllat fuch principles Ollght to have produc~d holi
nefs ill the converfati;)ll. So Jar as the)p rc!)lfOach the Go
ner, or the deteaetl h}1tpocrite, thej- (10 \vhat is ri~ Ilt, and 
it call fcarcely be o\-er done. But, wIlen they tal~e occa· 
non to bring a reproach iln the profi-ssi!lll iti'eU: thdr very 
fuccefs is a condemnatioll of thenllel'les; lor that the grofs 
crilnes of tlleir o\\-n a(lmirers, are Iefs otTellfive, is jult be
caufe their prof~ssioll is lefs holy. Nothing would gh-e 
Dle greater pain, than to unclerfland that my (Iottrine 
\\-ere to the tane of mi(111ight rioters, {\~"earers, and Sail. 
bath breakers; and, if any fuch ~re found amon~ the ad. 
mirers of mo~\l preachillg, their teachers could llot (10 

themfdves a greater honor, than by renouncing the COD· . 
neXlon. 

4th. Fidelity in declaring the whole counsel of (;otl~ im. 
1)lies preachillg ever}· trutll ill irs prO)ler feafoll. "There 
" is as Solomon tells us, a time for e\-ery thing under the 
" fUll; " and, \Vilere tI~e trtlths of tIle gofpel are tau~llt in 
their fcaron, it gives them a particalar luflre, as \\":11 as an 
UllCOlnnlon force. 1'llat ,·ou n13\' llllderfian(l ,\'hat I .. . 

I J ., 1 f"·" · 1· r r. tfleall .,y preaclllr~g tIle trutns () retlglon III tllel· Jc:a.Oll, 

}"vU nl:l}Y O!1Jer'tc, tll~lt, b~filies g':\' ing \\-ith afl.Ul,it}, a!lcl 
cafe, tlie 11eCelTJr)' illfirll(\iorls for e\-er}· p~rtil~ular (lllt}~ 
incumbent on perf OIlS, far~lilies or l'C!lbreg:\tiollS, tl)e I~a .. 
Jon rna}' \-ary', and tIle l)rOr~riet~· an(l Ilcccfiityof illfifiillg 
llpon [Ollie truths, nla)- ariie froll1 t\\"o c!rcun,ftJ :lees :
the nate of religion among a p~op!e i-and the afl}t:cl of 
llCO\'Kl(nte to\vards tilt Ill. 



J n_ It may afire froftl the fiate of religion am(\ng a peG

pI~. Surdy it is the duty cf ~ minifier to fuit his inflruc:. 
ficns to th: prcfc:nt and moll prdIing neceffi~!cs of his 
Ilelrers; Ilot to roller their prejudices, but, ,,"ith care and 
jtl\ii!lnent~ to corr~i:l tllem i .lot to plnlon or over!ook 
their prevailing errors, but to rtt1if}- thenl; not to ~ 
,vith ellillemic fitlS, but \\·ith· boJdllefs and fc,-erity, to 
~prove them. It win be Icen, on the foHowing head, 
tflat tome of t!le 1!reatefl (Iiflicullies tJllt lie in the ,,'a,- of , ~ 

nlinifif!fS, alld the flrnnge!l te!nptatiCils to unfailhfulnefs, 
come from this quarter. At prei~nt I fhaU only ~nort1y 
iHufir.lte th~ obt~rv~\it)n" and fupport it by the pratlice of 
the apofiles. ":e jee, th3t, in fi~lkillg either to perfons 
or cllurches, the)· took care to Illt,"e ~ p:lrticll)ar e>'e to 
their ftJte and ch!\!3Cler, and ad;.tptcd tlteir illuru8ions, 
and e,ten their expreffions., to thefe circumflances with 
the utmoft 6Jclit}1t, and the great~ft fkill. Neither is the:e 
~n}· \\'a}" by \\'hich \\'e can 10 weli enter illto the me3n~ 
illg of the icriptllTeS, or perc~iye their beauty, a~ by con .. 
fide ring the conditions and charatters of thofe to ,,-hom 
the fev~~l parts ()f them are imm~iateiy addrdfc:d. '\Te 
flla11 alto 1~e a mixtllre of ze21 and prudente in the holy 
alX)illes~ ''''hen a~til)g llll\ler the (lireclion of the Spirit of 
GLl\.I.. '\-h:lt ill} 3<!'11i~lle example 1!3.,'e \\~e vf propriety 
;',11(1 fi(!~)it}· in tIle apoltle Pall1's difcourfe to Felix, the 
Roman go\>ernor, when he defired t3 hear him ~oncerning 
t!le faith ofCllriii? "-e ~re toltl, ... -\tls xxiv. :15. that he 
iilok occako11 to "reafon of rigllteoll!ilCfs, tem~rance, 
h and judgment to come. J, In fl~~tking to one, who 
1}3.tl~ l)rGt),~t)l}·, 110 other inten:ioll, in denting to hear 
I.iln, tllall t\l gratii~· his cl:rio,fit~t, by obtlillitl~ a diftina 
3~count of tile \\~on(lerrlll Il!flor}lt of Chrilt~ J!e tl10ught 
!~r()i1er to appl~~ to all thofe prillcillles of na!llr;.li cO!lici. 
eilCc \\·llicil Illi~:lt l~ ll':)r~or~(l, }~et to retaill fome po\\ter 
o\-·er Ilil)l. _~!!·J:f (~lS tll_llly jUliiciollS illterpreters think) 
inltead (\f temperance, we fhould read conttnence, it W3S 

~ OOl\} :m,l t~vere, y~ well·timt"d reproofto him and Dru
f:~!a, \\"~O "'ere tbell li\·i'l~ in a(llllter~". '\'e carlnot hel;} 
~~:01'~i'1~ tirllck \\.'itI1 ll~e lI11fll:\ken bol(lilefs of tile .:\po;:. 
~ ~t.' l ,". h.) couLl fj)eak widl {o much ft"eedom h> th~ ~o\"ef'· 
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nor, ill \vhofe hanlls 11e ,,-as then as a prifoner, and before 
whom he expcCled foon to llanll, anti recei\'e fentence 
from him as a judge. 

'Y'ou may alfo obferve the apofile Paul's attention lO, 

and concern for the Pt,rticll13r fiate of tlle ChtlTcllCS to 

which he wrote llis e[li!:les. The chllrcll of Corilltll i~elllS 
to have been greatl}: illf~lled witll llivifiollS and COlltetl

tions, and there l-lohappiiy inflameu ll}· an1bitio\lS al1{l t:\C
tious teachers, under \\·hom tlley were nlarfi!alled ,15 fo 
many leaclers, anll to vt'Jlofe Ilame an (I itlterefl tIle}' feell} 
to }lave ikell more (le\""ottcl, than eve)) to tllofe of tlleir 
~l~fter, I Cor. iii. 3, 4. "For }Ye are }'{'t carnal: for 
"whereas tlltre is anlollg }"ou en,,·}"ing, al1u ilrile, al1d 
"divifions, are }"e 110t carnal, and \\:alk as nlell? For" 
c. \\·)lile one faith, I ail} of Patll, anti anotller, I arI} of A-
" pollos, are }·e Ilot carllal ?', Againfi tllis the apofile 
".!'rites \\!ith tIle greateil zeal and warn)tll! 311d, at the 
fame tinle, with tile greateil ))Tudence. l-ie tlle\VS ho\v 
incot1filiel!t it \vas \\~ith the fpirit of tIle gofpel, alld }lO\V 

derogator) .. to trre honor of Chrifi. He en(lea\7ors to olake 
them fenfible tllat tIle flloLl able and faitllful minifiers 
\\·ere no "lOre than infiruments in his 11all(1, allll o\\'ed 
their iuccefs entirely to the bleffing of God accompanying 
tlleir lallors, as in tile fanle chapter, \?er. 5, 6, 7. , .. "\'!llo 
,~ thell is Palll, alld who is .r\pollos, but ffi!tlilters b}' \\lhom 
"ye believed, even as the Lord gave to e\'ery man? I 
" hJ.ve plar~ted, Apollos \vatered; but GQ(l gave tIle in
"creaf~. So then, neitl1er is he tllat pl:!lltetll an}" tllillg, 
" neither he that \vatereth, hut Go~l tl1Jt giveth tIlt: in. 
creafe." '\;-llat (leferves particlllar notice, is, tIlat, ill 

all prol)ability, the 111entio!1 of lliln!elf a11l1 ~~pollos 11ere, 
was merely hypothetical, or to ferve by way of example. 
The real lleads of tIle l)arties ill tIle Corilltlliall ChlJTC}l, 

were otller teacllers tIlall eitl1er Pal!] or . .l\..I)ollos, \VhOrll 11e 
did not cllufe to llaine, t')ut fi=lte(l !lis argurllellt 111 tllis lets 

\... 

offellli\'e and more COll\'illcing forill. rrhe trlltll is, tl1~re 
is no (li{olll~r ill a cllurch, that is h:lrcler to (leal witll, thall 
a fpirit of contenticIl. Othfr iillS III a)' be reprovecl 
\vith fe\'erit}', and )?OU \vill be fuppofe(l to l1e ill t}1e exer

dfe of your duty when doing fo i but this will not allow 
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itfelf to be repro\'cd, becaufe it \\'ill not confers itfelf to be 
a crime, ,and is therefore often eX'ilfperatcd lly the attempts 
to Ileal it. \70U may fee fometirnes a mall of firife co\·er 
all under a flaming profcffion of religion, an,: }'tt COllduC\ 
it in fuch a Inannert that \ve In::IY fay of Ililll, as tile fer. 
vants of Nahal faid of their lnaller, "Ile is fuch a fOIl of 
, , Belial, that a nlao callnot fpe;:,k to llim." 

I might prod~lce many otller exalnples from tIle 1101y 
Scri ptures; bllt tllefe are fllfficient t to fhe\v that it is tIle 
duty of a minifter to fuit himft:lf to the flate of reJi~ion 
among his people, b}" \\·ith-hol(l:ng notlling tllat is profit. 
able, but particular]}' inlillillg (In WllC!t is mon: Ilet!ifu1. 
1 f allY of tIle truths of the gofpel are in llanger of hting 
l1egletted, if tlle}p are Ul1(ler!r~ir1.ed by fecr;:t, or ~l{faulted 
1)y open enelnies, it is the dllt}" of a minifier to nlake fre
quellt Inerltion of them, left t:le}' {boul(} be forgotten; and 
to fupport and c~)nfirm tlleln, that tIle}7 rna}' obtain ac~ 
ceptance. If an:, duty is in da.nger of fallillg il1tO difer. 
teeill, aTili a falfe fhame makes many <.lecline the praCtice, 
a faithf~!l nlinifier fhOllld fianll fortil an OI)el1 and zealous 
allv·ocate for its COlltinuance. If any llarticlllar fill, or fins, 
prevail remarkably ill a I)iace, and appear to be gainillg 
gr()l111d, it is the (luty of a nliniftcr to be~"are of yielding to 
tIle {treatll, or ieeking his o\\'n qlliet l)}p filence ; Oil the con. 
trary, he ought to dOllble llis cliligencr, and nlake tIle mofi: 
refolute anti vigorolls oprJOfiti(Jll to tIle illcroaclling evil. 
Of dl this, I fuppofe, you win clearly perct,ive both the 
n"leailillg an(l tIle juflice. TIle"le circunlflances are the in
tiI11atioI1S of Providel1ce, at1d POillt out, in the moil fig. 
l1ific:'LI1t lllant1er, not only ,vI-tat is a I)art of a nlinifter's 
\\'or!~ ill gel1eral, l1Ut alfo whar: is the illlinediate will of 
Gotl as to llis prefellt (luty. 

:!~ll)~. rrhe proper feafon of infilling on particular truths 
may arife from the afpett of l)ro'~'i(lence towartls tile church 
in gelleral, or a congregatloll, family, or perron in pani
cular. You fee the apofiles conflalltly make tlfe of the 
flate of tIle c}1urc}1 in their tirlle:, tIle numl1er and violence 
of its eI1enlies, to excite the fer'/ants of Cllriil to vigilance, 
to exhort them to confiancy, and to exercife them to pa. 
tience. They alfo le:em particularly attentive to teach 
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their con\'erts to m:lke tlfe of tl1e conlolations of tIle gof
pel "litll tllis \'ie\v, I{om. viii. 18. "For I reckoll, that 
'l the fufferings of this prefc:nt time are not worthy to 
" lK! coml)are(i \vitll th~ glory \\,hicJl 1hall be re\'ea]e(l ill 
,. 11S"-3.lld the faole chaJ)ter, verfes 35, 36, 37. ""iho 
" filall leparate us fronl the ·Iove of (~hrili ? fllall tribula
., t iotl, or (lifirefs, or 1)l!rfecuti on, or farrli11e, or 11,lkednefs, 
"or I)eril, or f\\lor(l? (r\s it is \vritten, for tIl)' fake \\·e 
" arc killed all the day long; we are accounted as nleep 
" for tIle flau~llter.) Nay, ill all tlltie thillgS \ve are nlore 
., tll~n conquerors, througll Ililn tllat lov'ed lIS." I mpend
ing caJafllities of fuch all (llarillillg natllre that il1ey Jjleak, 
as it \\:ere, of tllenlf~l;res, all<.l aflord the noblefl O}1porttlni. 
tics of at\takenillg tIle attelltioll, alltl movi11g tIle affefti
ons, of llringirlg tIle carelefs to COIIViClioll, ~t~(l flirrillg lll) 

the 1101y to \vatchfulllefs. III times of public danger too 
the fe)f~feeking minifi~r tl1rO\VS oft' the Inafk, and deferts 
the caufe, while the faithful who remain, are neceffarily 
animated with unCOllllnOll zeal. 

But a different afpet1 ofPrC)vidence calls alfo for infiruc
tion in feafon. . J n titTIt:s of pllblic q\liet alld fecurity, 
there is the greaten reafon to dread, and, by confequence, 
ta gllar(l agaillil indifferet1ce aJ1d formality in religion, on 
the one hand, or uIloecefrary COlltentioll about it on the 
other. When the protdIion of the gofpel is at any rate 
fafe, and in fome degree profitable, the church is always 
incumbered \vith a .deacl \veigllt of cuflomary Cllrifiians~ 
\vho recei\le tlleir religioll froln their fatllers, and continue 
to tread, as it were, in the beaten path. It is no eary 
Jnatter to fhake their feCtlri ty, \\,rhetl every outwarcl eir
cumfiance confl)ires to illcreafe it. Arlcl as tIle fj)irittlal 
flumber takes hold, in fOlne tneafure, even of tl10fe \vI1o 
are alive unto God, it is no triflillg tafi{ to exercife difci
pline, at once wittl pru(lence arld witll firmnefs, and to 
prefc:rve the life and power of religion, when evt!ry thing 
is fliffcning into forlll. It: is very eaf)t, indeell, ,vhen 
there is a hard confliCt bet\\:'.eell11ealtll and corruption, in 
tl1e l10d}1 of Cllrifi, that is to fay, ill his vifil)le churell, 
for OllC, or a fe\v rnembers, to I)Qur out coml)laillts againfl: 
thofe who govern it; to lay to the charge of miui£h:rs 



thore abufes \\'11ich are the ~rief of tllttr Ilear~s; an(l, all at 
once, to Jet aoollt making a ne\v rr.()Jcl according to t!lc:ir 
E)\vn falle)'. But I ar~pr~Jlen(l it is a IntJch bettc:r, tllOllgh 
a nlore difficlllt lllltJ', to obey tIle Ittut-::mer's c:ounit:J, to 
" be \\·atcllfu], al1(1 Ilreng,!lcll the thillgS tflat remail13n,1 
" are read;· to llie." Alas! I~o,v otten (to the new (lifor .. 
clers tllat break out in feparating rocic;ties, betray ti~e 
naughty materials of ,\~l!ich they are compofed. The)- are 
much in the filnle ,,;oay as the fcol \\~110 ran a\\·ay frol)) his 
o\vn flladow, but TUll \\"hcre he ,,"ol!I(I, it ,,-as as fOOl} 

there as he. TIley run a,,-ay frOll} t),e corruption of hu
man nature, and they fball never be quit of it, bccauie 
the}' C3rr}~ it \vith thenl. 

There is one other temptation which I fbalJ brief(; 
mentic!1, as almofi inleparable from a nate of outward quiet 
in the chllrcll of Chrifl. 1~lloie, if I rna}? f~ak fo, who 
keep their garnlents clean, as to the SillS, are fcarcely 
able to bear up under the triLlls of !he times. 'Vhen they 
fee one attempt after another, for ~he re\~ival of truth and 
righteoufnefs, defeated by the firength of corruption, they 
are in danger of it11patience and iretfuinefs againft Provi. 
qellce, atld fometimes are even tel11ptet! to call ill quell ion 
the reality of religion altogether; as if it did not n1et"t 
"lith that fupport anll COul1tenance, frOnl tIle great Ruler, 
which the\y thil1k is its (llle. But rl1e mvfl comnlon d311-

J • 

ger is, that of falling into a defpoudent neglect of tlut}9, of 
not doing wlut they ought, bc:caufe it h:ls not hitherto had 
tIle affeCt \\,hie)} tllev (leilre. III fl',cll a cafe, no dcubt, it -
is the (luty of nliIlificrs to fortify t !tern, by giving proper 
\'ie\\'s of tIle wiltloln ant! iovereignty of Pro\:illcnce; L~y 
fhe\,"ing the patl1s of GOll to\\-ar(ls llis cl1urch, in atlciet1t 
times; an(1 that tllefe ha\'e, ill e\'c!f)" ag~, been tile conl
plaints antI fears of gor)(l 111ell, fro 11 tl.e \\eeakllefs of t!1eir 
faith, an(l the imI){rttcticn of tl'it:ir knf)\\-It:(lge. It \\· .. lS 

the com))laint of tile Pfalnlifi, Pi;\1. lx~~!x. 4. " '\9C arc 
" become a reproach to Olir nelghl,ours, a tcorn 3n(1 (Jeri. 
" fion to. them tllat are round about us. ':J But it Il'll Ili.ll 
to pra)'er for tIle re\' i\'al of rt:) iF! I()ll, i! s "'t II as tIle r~r():: 
perity of 11is countr}', \-erfe 5. " H(,\v l011g, I_of(l, \\:ilt lhe'll 

" Ue an (Vr\'" fcre\~er: fl,~l~ tl~'; J·t"lo~f,,· bllTn like fire :" ~ . _. 
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and, in the Sth and 9th verfes, " 0 remember not againR 
U us former iniquities: Jet thy tender mercies fpc:edily 
" prevent us: for we are bruught very low. Help us, 0 
" God of our fal\9ation, for tile glory of thy name: an(1 
" deliver us, atlll purge a\\'ay our fillS for tllY name's 
" fal:e." 

But t!le cOllrfe of Pro\-illence, to\\"ards the c]lurch in 
gent:ral, is not only to be oblerved and improved, but 
whate\-er is remarkable or fillgultlr, . in particular cOllgre· 
gatiolls. I thall Ilot (l"rell upon examples of tillS, be. 
caufc it is my ptlrpofe to ptlt it into l)ratlice, and by that 
tnean3, to illutlrate it ill the application of this difcotlrIe. 
Let it fuffice to fa~r 1 tll~lt thofe trutl1s, or e~~110rtations, 
which are iounded on the vifible ftate of Providence, carry 
a degree of e\:i<.le!lCe alltl \'leight \\,!th thenl, tIlat is pecu. 
liar to tllemiel\ges. Kno\\'n cllaraaers an(l fcelles illuf
trate tIle delcriptioll, faciiitate the al)plicatioll, atld increafe 
the C'lllViaion. I do not mean tIlt expofing of plrticlllar 
perfons, by the introdu8:ion of finglt! and recent faCts. 
But if a minifter is able \vitll jutigment anc] pro})riety, to 
refleCt light upon divine truth, by pointing out the evil 
confequences of fin in general, the caufes of the preva. 
lence of Olle fin more than another, alld the infenfible 
changes that are 1)ro(lllCed iil tIle nlanllers of nlen, by tIle 
change of tl1cir ollt\Var(l cODclition, it iscertaitll}9 his duty; " 
all{l \\:ili!il tIle {tate of illS O\lln people furniflles the oppor .. 
tunity, if he would fptctk the word in featon, he ought not 
to let it Ilafs. 

rl"o the!e obfervatio~ls I only· alld, that, in tIle ",hole 
COllrfe of 1)ri\13te paro::hiai (Illties, a faitllful milliner \vill" 
~i)eak tIle lrtlt!ls of Gc.\l ill t!lC!ir proper Ieai'on. If in fa-

" n'~l}r \ri!1tatiorl, or private al1(l perianal adillonitioll, lIe 
h,il!l Il{)t a IJarti\.:tdar ,,"it:\\-, ei~ller to tlleir cllaracler, as fat· 
as it lS l~!lO\\"n, or their tlate ill providetlce, 110\VeVer ex
c~II~I~t or i'111)ort~lnt !~is iI1ftruc\:iotlS may b~., in otller re .. 
lI)(!cl:;, 11~ llcc!aret:l tl0t tIle \vhole coulliel of GOll., But if 
llc is trld)' aftl1:lteu il}' a (iefire of beil1g llt~rl1l, allli 1{ecp3 
til is c ire ~ ~ : 1) t 1 a 11 c e i 11 11 i s e }" e , \ V : tIl \ V 11 at rea (1 i t1 e f s \v i 1111 e 
(~Oll1~11Ul1ic~te lI1!1rtl:tion to t11c igt10ral1t, COflfolatiotl to the 
u i i 1 r~ : t, a! 1 .. -1 re pro 0 .' tot: 1 cob rl i III t e? I-I e \ 'l ! II r;: com :11 C f1 J 

, 



to the rich, humility anu liberality; to all who are in po
vt:rty patil::Ilct! and inuunr)'; to fMrcnts, affiduity in teach. 
ing a{ld government; to children, obedience, altemio:1, 
and li.llJjettion; and to fervants, integrity and faithfuJneJs 
in their truH; or, in the language of the Holy Ghon, as 
a wift! fcrvant, " he will give to everyone his portion of 
" me at ill <.1l1e feafoll. " 

5. In tht! Iaft pbce, declaring the 'Whole counsel of God, 
inlplies preacllillg the truths ()f the gofllel, honeflly and 
boldly, without refpett of perfons. I am perfuaded the 
apoflle Paul, WilO \vas himieif fo remarkable for an Ufl· 

daunted courage in his Mafier's caufe, had this, amongll: 
oth~r things, in view, when he fays, he had not shulllzcdto 
df!clare the counli::i of God. 1'here are few temptations 
nl0re dangerous to a minifier, tllan the fear of man. Such 
is the malignant enmity of the wicked againft the good, 
that he may fuffer injury from them in his name, his fub. 
fiance, and even this perfon. Againfi: his danger our Sa. 
viour has warned his d.ifciples in the following paffage, 
Luke xii. 4. "And I fay unto you, my friends, be not 
" afraid of them that kill the body, and after that have no 
" nlore that tiley can do; but I will forewarn you whom 
" }'0U. fIlaIl fear: fear hin1 \YYllich~ after he hath killed, hath 
.~ po\ver to call into 11ell; yea, I fay unto you fear him." 
It is remarkable, that in the prayers recorded in fcripture, 
as oflered up by the apofiles, for divine affifiance in their 
i~~cred office, as well as thofe paffages in which they afk toe 
l)rayc:rs al1(1 interceffiol1 of tlleir fellow Cllrifiians, this cir
cumftance is almofi never furgotten. Boldnefs and refo
l~tion was what they h1.W they fhould always ftand in need 
(,i, ~\'~ls iv. 29. "Al1d now, Lord, be110ld their threat. 
(. nings, and grant unto thy fervants, that, with all bold~ 
h nels, they may fl)~:ak thy word." Eph. vi. 18. 19. 
h Praying always, \1.'~th all prayer and fupplication, in the 
U !{)irit, and \vatching thereunto, with aU perieverance 
• \ a 11 II f l! 1) P 1 i cat i () 11 fa r a I I fa i n t s: a 11 (1 for nl e, t Ij at u tt e r -
" arlee l11ay L)e givell llTlto me, tllat I may OIJell my Ill0UtIl 

H oolJly, to make known the myftery of the Cofpel. 
'['he tri:lIs of the apoftl:-s were indenl in thi~ fefpcCl: 

'~!1r.Oll11110111y le\~ere; bllt, even feltillg afi(le tlle cate of 
VOl •• II. .3 X 
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open perfecution, tr.ere is great reafon for minifters to 
guard aglinft: that fear of man, which bringeth a fnare. 
~~s the:r hearers Clrc of all diflerent ral1ks and degrees, 
they ought, ,,,it!1 the utmofi impartiality, t() preach the 
dutits incurnbel1t upon, ant) repro\'e the fins that clea\'e ~o 
men of every ftatioll. .1\s they flJeak in the name of Gocl, 
an<l carry a meffage from tIle King of kings, th~y ought to 
do it with the dignity that becomes an amb3ffador from 
him. They ought not to be difmayed at the prefence of 
t~e rnoft high and mighty of their fello\v finners, \vhen they 
remember the contintlal })rc:leI1ce of him before WhOOl 

" Inean men are va11ity, and great men are a lie." I 
kno\v, my bretllren~ that there is a refpec.t and deference 
due to men, according to' their nation, and that a confci. 
entious Chriflian will gi\'e them the fubjeCtion that be
longs to tlleir rank, ancl authority in civil life, " not only 
" for \\7rath, but alfo for COl1fcience £'\ke. n . But this does 
not hinder him, ,vho \lJatclles for tlleir fOllis, to give them 
faithful \\'arning, and, \vhere it is neceffary to debar thenl 
from the feals of God's covenant, left the}''" fhould at once 
profane his ordinance, and rtlin their O\\ln fouls. 

I fay, and I pray YOll to attend to it, l'uill their Ui.vn souls; 
becaufe I know not a greater injury that can be done to 

tIle great, tllan t!1at cOllilant aaulatiol1 that is paitl to thenl, 
and that inclulgence to tlJeir faults, which, b}1 we~keni11g 
the reproofs of confcience, tenus to hinder their repen
tance an(l reformation. I take tllis opportunity t() 1a}7, 
that if eternity is of any moment the great are not to be 
cllvied, but I)itied. SOIT\e are llincieref'l by irlterefl, anti 
fome by fear, fronl dealing plainly and faithfully with 
them; alld it is won(lerflll to think how mue}} tIle opi
niolls antI cO!1clutr of otl1ers blinlls- then1 as to tIle nate of 
their o~\I~n fOtlls. It is recor(lccl, to the llonor of all anci
ent bilhop, that for an aCl of cruelty he debarred the. em· 
peror llirnfelf fronl the Lor{l's table. I ktlOW there are ma
ny \vl1o \voultl prOl10l111ce tllis, i!11!11ediatel}', the aCt of 
an arnL)itiotls anti affllrllillg prien; l,ut it \\'ill a}\va}'s be, 
in my eyes, a revered examp:e of honefty and faithflilnels 
in a milliner of .C!-lrifl. 
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II. I proceed. now. to the recond thing propofnl. u·hich 
\\·,\S to confitler the ~i!j!i~ulties \\-llich 111:1'- lie in aminifit.r'$ . 
way. and tempt him to ShUll any part of his w(\rk. Ffhefe 
are very various, and not t:a(y either to enumer.lte or de
lcribe. 'Vhat hath g.;!n.:nlly made the gre3.ten imprdlion 
t~pon me, either from eXpr!!ien~e or obfc:n-ation, I {hall 
uwdl upon a little ~ it nlly ~ reduced to t!le tluee fol
lou:ing heads, Sloth or worlJlinefs in ourfeh-es,--
the prejudices of our people, and the opp-:>fitio~ of cur 

• ene:nles. 
I. Slotl} or w()rl~lliners in Illinifiers, themft:I\9ts, may 

tenlpt them to flltln fORte part of their \\·~rk. l-ou \\-ill 
fee, froID the preceding o~1!ervations, that the work of a 
In!nifler is both extenfi\pe and difficult. It requires th~ 
greate~ intention of miiltl, the application, fo to ij"lf:ak, 
of the \vhole mln. It re~ltlireS ju(i6olent to lay do\?} til: 
plan, diligence and perfe\'erance to carry it into executi
on. No\v fbthfulnds, and 3. Jove of eafe or pleaflH-~, to 
\vhich \ve have all too great a bias, nlutl be a \-ery dan
~erOtlS telnptatioll; to e\·~ltle fome pa.rt of the duty, or 
nur it ov~r in a flight or carele:s ffi.lllner. There is a ve
ry ~reat lliffcrence bet\Veell doillg our \\~ork ill fOlne 1ort, 
or to as to avoi(l PUlliflllnent from our fuperiors, erpeci~l
ly at a tilne \Vhell the reills of goverllm~ot are not IleJJ 
\7ery Ilaru, antI lloing it \vitl, !hat z:!al and applicatioll 
'Vlli~.:ll a conCertl for the glory of Gocl, 311tl love to the 
fouls of Incll, 1110l11(1 hlbitu,llly irli'l>ire. '\ge h:t\·e all 
reafoll to be aflllI11e(1, tllat tIle ilnportlut objeCts \\·e ha\'e 
i 11 vie\\', 3.11J tll~ illterefling fllt)j~as \\'e ha\ge to treat ot: 
do not put an eJ~e upon our fpirits, and ddiver us fronl 
tllat lazy tlOcOllcer:led m:lllllt:r" \rIlicll is equally (lil110-
norat)le to Go(l, alld hurtflll to the f{)uls of metl. I take 
the liL)ert\· to ot):~r\te, t11at flotllfullle!s is ver\~ inci(lellt to . ~ 

})eriCJllS of con ii Jer ~lblc atli1 i ties; ill!tea(l oi" b~illg excited 
to ilnprov~ tlle!r talt!flts, tIley ar~ illCli!leti to truil to 
tllenl. 11"'irll1!ng, l)), ex l)eriellce, that tile}' can {lo tolera. 
l}ly \vitil btlt little l)l!!lS, th\.!)~ roon C(Ja1e to COllt~t1t lilein. 
':~ 1 \~es \v i ill 11~xt to 11·)11(;. l)~rl)a ps I III igllt api)l}' here 
1 ' {' . • 1'" 1 I • lle (:Otl1mOll Ol) ~r\.'~lt:O!l, ti1a.t as ~\\. a~,1C\V tdt!ir O\~·ll 

Hrt!? i .. I1, pr:, 1'0 f"\C' i~,'" 1"110'·· .t"~1·1· U .... ·'··l l't";~'l'l~:l 0" \vhat 
w "A~ -.J."), n..) j~.~ " f~ \'4-. " • j -, 0"'" • 
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they might do by the confcientious improvement of their 
natural powers. We have feen many examples of per. 
fons of weak capacity, who: by the help o~ piety and di
ligence, have done every part of their miniflerial duty, 
in a manner far fuperior to thore of much greater talents, 
whore heart did not lie to th~ir \Vor~. 

The danger of floth, as a temptation, will appear, in 
, the fironge1t light, frotn what has been [aid, on the fide. 

lity of a mininer in declaring all the counfel of God. He 
may not only deal ~1ith a fl3Ck hand, and do his. \\fork im .. 
perfe81y; but, as it confifis of very differen t parts, he 
may chufe the eafier, and le~ve the harder. He tnay ap .. 
ply chiefly to \\That is moO: ple~rant to hilnfelf, O"r what 
gives him the gr~atefi opportunity to fhine in the eyes of 
others, whlIe he negleCts thole parts that are nlore bur. 
denfome to the fle1h.The danger of th is is the greater, 
that thore parts of a miriifler"s work, to \vhich a flothful 
mind is ufual1y moll reluctant, are alfo thore, the negleCt 
of which can be moft eafiiy palliaterl or concealed. And, 
indeed, it is wonderful to think what ingenious excufes 
nlen will invent for the negleCt ofthofe duties which they 
have no incliriatipn to perform. I have or~c::n heard mi-
nifiers endeavor to prove. that vifitation of famHi~s, \vhich 
doubtlefs is a very fatiguing, \va~ alfo a very unprofitable 
and unneceHary piece of fervice, tha~l \\'hich,' I think, 
there never waS any ·thing more manifefily fi11fe. It is 
not only, when executed with fiqelity, of great ilTl~~di
.ate ufe, in iifeJf, but, by giving a m~nin~r a thorpugh 
knowledge of his people, enables him to perfornl e~Tery 
other part of his work \vith the greater propriety an~l rue,:
cef~. A: minitler ought to be like a fervaqt, \vholly a~ 
his maller's difpofal, who has l!O choice as to his \vork, 
but is ready to' o~ey what God, in his Providence, ~haq 
fee fit to command him. 

I joined worldlinels with floth~ bec3ufe thl":'Y are near of 
kin'- and. commonly ~o,:,operat~ one with another. It is 
110t my inte~ti~n, in any part of this rtafoning, to point 
out thofe who are \vholly- unt~\itbfll1, and mean no more 
but to fhear the fleece, \vithollt caring for the flock; hut 
to fhe\v ho;v thole- fillfnl difpoGtions, ''''hieh, in p~rt, t~.ke 
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pbce in e,·ery one of us.. if the~· he f\!tT~rcJ to g:lther 
t!ren~~h, m3\' c~'\!!ru~ \!S in ()t~r llllt,,,. ·}'oo nl,.ln,· \,'"or!J. ..... .. 
1)- Clr~s, cr too Il tlC!l i:1\.it!I;~llt:e of \\·(lr)()I~· plt';Af,lrt", 
nlllit l~ 3 \·er~" \.l~\n;ero\ls t~t11Pt~:iO!1 to thole \\'ho ~re ill .. 

trull~,.i \,"itl. tite C~t:""~ of fO!lls. wJ11e lpt>file P3ll1 t:l~·S f.·f· 
hitnjelt~ t)l..lt Ile \'·~" .. S " i~r:·t.ntetl to the ~ofpel of Go-.I,~~ 10 
is e\·el1~ ~llill:tter (\f C!lrii~.. ~\ l)nl.Jellt 3ttel.\iotl to his 
l~eCf:!r~lr~' rrc\·il~on, ill\.lcC\.i. all,1 l)r\i~rillb his :lil-.irs \\' ith 
(l!t~~n:tit~:l, is Jl0! (lll I \"' 1~\\\· IlII, b\lt Ili-.:},l,'" ll!cful anll ex-. , .. 
pei!i~tlt; as it fr~tS hi:ll froril a'lxiet~-~ ~lltl ~i\'es I~i:l\ 
~rel!cr i~bert) ... of Illilll1 f:':, I)r()ftctltill~ t~l~ ~nlls ~f his c~ll
ing. Ilt!t lor u:l~, 3!"}poilltcd \0 l~lXlr ~Il ho)~" t;!in~s, to 
be ~i\her fonlilil\- C(\\"t4:0l~S .. or frvl11 illt~ret1~{t :\nl~itio\:s 

~ ~ 

,-ie\\'s t~ iollt]\\" \". ~ri,:;~" OCCllP;\tic\llS, is c~rtainl:" eitllcr a 
t\criJe~~us hrt~~l\':l of tr\~ii, Qr an unre~j~ll;.lble ailtl Oneil .. 

fi\'e tli!irlWi of Gf~,I. 
~ .. _~ncther ,"ent ~'~lt (liffictll!,-, \\'hich Of!~!l li~s in 

....... '-' ., 

t:~~ \\\1\- of:1 Illill~itJ!:r ~ ari:~s fr~m t:le l")rt~~uliic,s of Ilis . ~ 

Jx~or~le. It ""UUili ~ i\.l!e to IllPl)()!'e, that e\'er \\' e fh~ll 
f~!ltl a l)ePI)le, 3In:)n~ \\-11001 thc-re are 110 nli!:~kell notions, 
or unjati p:-cPQirdfion~ \\ hich It is our Uuty, with pru
l!::tlce, !)!.ll at the 1:!me tinle \'''i!h Ilonefi)9, to \\"ithllant.l. 
~\s rlO C("t;~gr~§\ti~i' ClIl eXIk:~t \~ n1~et \\"ith a perfett nli
llit:er; fo i10 Jllinift~r illOll)tl exr.ea to nleet \"ith a fault-
1~~3 t:oll~r~.:~'t~iOt~. If t!l~re \\"~~e 3tlY ... · illCh, t!'~re 'voul~i 

.... "L 

be l:tt!\! 11e~~1 llf a n~il1ii'ler at :\11- \"0,1 are to ohfer\~e, 
t!1at I tlo Ilot ilerc ciliefl~~ i'lt~ntl that bias and propenlity 
to tin, \\~hich is %l3.tllr-l1 to \~S ~11~ \\'hich rt!i~lS in the "lick. 

~ 

e\l~ 2!1(1 tlrt);~~~S tor il'~~tll~cllce ill ti.e g~l; and \\'hich, 
t:~cre:ore, c,~ils for "(~(\\.~rine, ~proot~ atlll correaion, 
\, a:l~l ill!lruc.1~on, in ri;)ltenll!lleis .. " rJ~ilOt:ch I IDllfi ob. 
f~r\~e, th~!t ~\·ell \\'it£l re~~~\l\'! to tl1is, \l:}'Cl1 all}" lill is COln

tlllltl a!lt1Ilre\\1Icllt in a 1'~1~~cc, \\~hen it hlS IOllg kept pot: 
f":11~o'1, a!ltl nls l)~~n ~e!!~r,lll\~ o,-erit.\Qkt'i); if a nlinifter 

\ , 

1't!es it }-atS (luty· tv rt:pr(\\·la i: \\-ith feverit)·, :l11J cfI)ecial!~p if 
h~ \\-iil t.ot tolen:c it ,\~i! !lPt!t cenfure, 11e nla)~ (~Xllea no 
)i:~!~ :1:i11cult~? JI1J l~I)I)ofi~ioll. Pfbere :ire nlall}9 \\-1.0 \\-ill 
cn:~lr~]:~i'l of Illn1 ;:5 too ri·~'\.l, al)J inl})llte to ill.nature, 
~:::.l i;l,iitl:retiotl, \r!1lt ~rif~$ (rOtl' t:~e (lia:l~es of COllfci
tn~;:. auJ;i :~n!e ct d:;:y. By b.:ari".; cpet\ tt:ftimony 
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ag31nfi t~te illtrO{lt3c\ion of fafhionab1e amufements, or 
COlllorll1!t~· to tlie \vorlu, I.e will ofren illcur not Ollly tIle 
hatretl of tile profligate, but t!le diiapprobatio11 of thofe 
]lrlltient (Olllpliers, \\")10 are at once afllamed to approve, 
alll) un\"iIJitlg to oppoi't! allY finful relaxation. 

l~ut \\'"hlt I J1~(1 clliefJ,· ill vie\1l, ~"as, to mentioll there -prcjul!ices tllat lllay prevail, \vitl} regar(l to religioll; alld 
\\"i:icll nlll)' Ix: cf ruch a 11atllre, as a n1~11ifler nla}' he un
der a n~ct·jr.ty not only of rdufing to comply witl}, hut of 
OPI)ofillg ill tile 2110li direct all(l I)ofitive I~anljer. If allY 
£rror or lnifb.ke, of confequence, prevail, either among 
his l)eople ill ~eneral, or at:y 113rt of thenl, eitller anlollg 
tIle high or tilt! JO\V', tIle ltZ:arne(l or the vtllgar, he Inuit en
(lcavor todeflro}' it. FfIlere nla}' be iJl(leed pr~ju(lices of 
fo tri!iing a l1atl.lrC!, tll(lt, tllOUgh he \viII 11e\fer approve 
them, it is better etltireJy to ov~rlook tlleO'l; or in things 
that are merely indifferent, though unneceifary: according 
to the apoflolic exanlpIe, of'~ beconling all things to all 
., men," it may be hi~ duty fometimes to comply with 
them. Bllt this is llot tile cafe \~?itll any thing tllat affetts 
the fubfiance of religioL, as tn all which, if he attempt to 
pleafe men, be is not the ft!n·ant of Chrift. ~ow, ho\v 
great a difficulty mull often afire from luch circumilan
ces? he is unwilling to lole his place in the efteeOl and af. 
fection of his people, in general, but efpecially of thofc 
whom he reckons to be the difCi pIes and friends of Chrift. 
)7 et tllis he InuIt fOnle!imes forfeit for a feafon, unlefs he 
will fin againfi God, ancl thereby dellroy his o\vn peace. 
The beft way tor a mininer to fupport himielf, in ruch a. 
fituation, is, to remember, tllat as to his illtegrity before 
.God, and tIle COlllfort of his oy~"n lnitl(l, tIle leis regard he 
pays to the jud~ment of men, fo much the better; if God 
be for llilll, it lignifies little \\,110 be againll hiiU. And as 
to his ufefulnefs, he may farely commit it to Go~l in his 
providence, who will certainly take care of it. Since he 
\viII not llave it preferved l)y fillftl1 cotnpliance, he can ea· 
fIly reflorc it after it llath l1eell a fhort rin1e iufl)encletl, for 
co.nfcientioi.ls oppofition. T'lle truth is, an unlleady per .. 
fon, Ihaken hy the breath of popular opinion, is Ull'vvorthy 
of fillillg the liatioIl of a lllirlia~r of l~llriil. As lIe filculd 
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not be terrified b}F tJle tllreat,enill~s of t!le grt:3t, nt·jlil~r 
fhould he be overCOlne by the clan10rs cf tile multitull~. 
~~11(! if neither }lumor 110r illtert:il, bt)t confcicnce, )las in
tleed been his gtli(le, he mJ}' refl a!furt:tl that GOtt, illfi .. 
l1ite]y \vile, \\·ill " l1:-ing f~)rtll Ilis rigllttOllfncfs as t!~e 
"light, and his juclgillent as tlle noon d_l}'. " 

My brethren, I thank God, that I fpeak this from a COll

viCtion of the general truth, more than fron1 having 1l1tTer .. 
ed much in this refpee.: in my own experience. I fhall 
mention to }70U, ho\\'ever, one example, that I may ilJul:' 
trate the remark, and, at t}le fame time, further difcllarge 
my o\vn dllty. It hath aI\vays feemed to me of great nlO
ment, to preferve jufi views of the f.'lcramcnts, which ~re 
the feaIs of God's covenant, RI1Cl the ,ppointecl meal1S of 
the confirmation ~n(l comfort of his o\"n people. '\I"itllout 
mentionillg, ho\vever, the facrament of l:le Lord's fupper, 
I have found the greaten difficulty in preferving the facra. 
ment ofbaptifnl from profanat1~n, an(I. fronl tl1at compara
tive dilregard uncler \\lhich it no\v lieth. This arifes not 
only from the laxnefs of difc:pline in general, but from 
fome mifiakes and prejudices on the fubjeCt of religion. 
It appears to me a thing undeniable, that both facraments 
are the feats of tIle faille co~.'enallt, require tIle fame terll1S 

of ac1miffion, and operate to the benefit of the receivers 
upon tIle very fanle l)rillcir)les; tllat is to fay, accor(ling 
to the exce!lent \\,90fcls of Ollt Cateclli!ln, " Not [roln allY 
,- virtue ill tllem, or in 11illl tllat dot}} a(1111illifler them, bllt 
" only by the blefling of GoJ, and the working of his Spi
" Tit in t11eln that '''}' faitll recei\pe tlleln." rl"lle only dif. 
ference is, that, in the Lord's fupper, every believer adS 
for himfelf perionally; in the f<!crament of bJptifm, when 
adtnilliflered to illfants; t}1~! pare11t aCts as a repreielltltive, 
and fr)011tor for his f~eJ. None, tl1crefore, ought to l'le 
admitted to baptifin, more tllan to the Lord's fupper, who 
have not a credible piOfc{fion of faith in ChriH, and, in the 
judgment of charity, or rather the ju~gment of men, may 
be fupp0fecl real (:brifiians. \~ ~t, is it not certaill, that 
rnaiY, who are ju!lly excl'llded from the Lord's table, and 
fome who never afite(l ac.lrilitlion to it, (10 illfiit ()ll IJrefellt
ing their children to blptifm, and are pkadcd for by n't a 



few of i1ttter cllara8er, ,,·110 ('r)- out agaillfl 'he refut:1J, 
as all illjury to the Cllil(J, befillt:s otller bad confequences 
Jonlet i nItS l)retCJlde(l ? 

rl'ile cJlief cOlnpJairlt is, tllat it is a pit}· the Cllild fhould 
jufl~r lor tIle falilt of the l':itller. wl'his is the ver\: error .. 
an(l prejlldice in religioll, "JOlliell I thillk it my (Illt)- to op. 
})oie. It ariles frDnl a remaitling ut=gree of Popi!)} Juper
iiitioJl, to 1001, tlpon tIle facr~\ments as fpe)}S, or charlllSt 

"ihicll llave jO~l-:e eff('ct indel'lelldellt of tIle exercif~ ofJiith 
ill tIle! recei\"er. rl'ile facrclillellts, my brethren, are llot 

grace, but tIle 01eallS of it; they are not faith, bllt are ap. 
POilltc:d for the confirmltion alld gro\\-th of it. I"l'lle}" be. 
lOllg to believers alone. 1'11ey are fea]s of God's co
ven~lnt; but tlle}~ Ca!1110t ft:al th~lt \\'hich \\"as Ilevef made. 
It is jutl as if a man, who wanted to make a purchafe trom 
lne, whole terms I had utterly rejt:~h;d, and refuted to 
gi\:e him my l)oil"tl1ion, {houl"l, Ilot\\'itlliiatl(ling, perfili iiI 

writing out his contr:!ct, and ~Ioning it. ,rouiJ this be of 
any eH~a? A contratl is a fure title to the bargain, where 

. the conient of both parties is afcertained ; but where one 
of thefe is wantin~, it is abfolutely void, and of no eH~d. 
Infants cannot recei\"e the f~cralllents, by exercifing faith 
themldves; they have no ri2ht to receive the fign at aU, 
but as they are tile j'eed of be1ievinti parents by protdlion. 
Nc;ither UO tile\~ recei\·e aI\\· reJ.l beiltfit froln it, but \\rlltll 

the? are the lc"ed vf tho!e \~-ho bdic\"e fincerely~ If it he 
allo\~1tctl, lilat all unbelic\'er " \\=-ho recei\"es tile bread all~l 
\\-!11e at t!le Lo;'\i's t;,:.b!~, rcc~i\'es llO bellCfit to Ilis t)\\'n 

ioul, how can it b~ im'l~incll, or fllppoled, tnlt 3H \.;;lbe. 

lic\'ing plrcn~, illlupt!fm, C:ln tlril r~c~i\'c, and ~hC::!l COll· 

,..~}~ bellcfi: to llis l)t;\\" l)Ofil Ctlil,-l? llis conling t~~\!re at 
:..11, in {nch a iL~t~, is:l p::-.:rumrt~lOuS profanation of a holy 
~ . '\ '.. !\ - ,'" d d I , 1· t .! l' t 1 " "1 '." .. , .. ...j'\ r-- ~ 1 ~'l ' ·1 ,,~, \-e e ~ 1 I \" -::'11~' c.> • ."., &" '--• ~ 4 \J '\\, l , 1 ~ , "I ~ J C a .1 co. L ~ I cl J .' .. 

1 ' .. t' 1" 1 I ·1' J 1 -I \'':Ilevc jt"il~ \!"., tnltt lll-l!l\-" 0 tl1111~ ~rc COll\~e\"t:· to Ctll -
... .. '- . 

l!: :-(1 by ~m ad of d~ty in their par\.!nts, I cau nc:ither COIl. 

cei\',~ 110r 11t::ic\-e, ti.dt ll)c\~ call r~fei\"t! all\r ~\J\'~\ilt~l:~e 
• ./ u 

il'O!l! :t!l ~la of p:·C1:~n'it}- all~l \.!;~ot)(d:~ill:~. 

'l';,t; c:l:!.lrc:n ot wick.ed par\!nts, then, can receive no 
i~l'il, :~t by b.tptifm, but what they woulJ h~\\'e whe~er 
i. .•. :~- \ •• ".; .... b~r::z~d or nOi, viz. t:)~l.t they are brought up 
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among profdling Chrifiians, and by that means bave 
fome opportunitk:a ui" kncwing the truths of the gor~1. 
And I c.ulnol help thinking, it would, in the courfe of 
pro\'idence~ be ali inducement t~ them to attend more 
fc!riouHy t~ wilat they are taught. if thpJ c.)nfKleied tb~m· 
felves as no nlenlikrs of the vifible church, till they un
de!ftocx.l the terms ~f admifliun, and d~fired it as their 
o\\"n choice. The cafe is very different with the chil. 
dren of real belie\"ers ; they have 2 right to all the promifes 
Ulat are nlade to the feed of believe~ as fuch, bv that God 

<# 

\\·ho , .. fne\\-eth mercy to thouiancls cf gellelCticns of th::m 
" that keep his commandmellts.~' So nl e, I beJiev( ma
ny, think that they an: doing honor to the facrament of 
baptifm, by reprefenling the rite itfelf as of I:'l ~at necef. 
fhy; bm it is preciiely that fort of honor that the Papins 
do t~ ;t, by caufing midwh'~s !lud phyficians inftantly to 
bapti;e the children that are in a weak {late, or by run
ning to tht: beds of the lick, with a little of the coruecrate<! 
wafer, ancl putting it in the nlouth of a perron either 
whollY infenfibJe, cr~ perhaps, already de&d. Our fa. 
thers, in the purer times 01' ihis cht.:rch, whof~ inftitutions 
and praai!~\ the longer! live, 1 do th~ more efieem aI!d 
r~vere, in the moft abl'O!ute n~anner, prot.ibited all private 
baptifnl_ rI"heir great reafoll for this 'lras to prevent the 
'~t!I}P' abllfe I l~a\"e been f'jleaking of, viz. the fuperftiti~llS 
nGiiol\ cf the neceffity of the out\\-ard rite to falvation, 
without a due attention to the lna:lner of receiving it. 
Al1J .. inlleed, it was tJleir Olli}" reltoll; tor they, \\"ho \lrere 
to gre~\t enemies to tIle confc:crati(ln of ))13c~s, and the ho
line!s of liones or tinlt-cr~ C\luld never think that baptifm, 
aJlil~llillered accordillg to Chriti:s appointment, \\ras in .. 
\·~lid for being (lone in a pri\"ate h(lufe, and not in a church, 
or in tIle i~rc:l~nce of a fmall, rather than a nUlr.erous af. 
, . 
iCnlbl\·. 

~ 

rrllele tllings, b}~ brethren, ,\J"t,ic!l I have often menti-' . . 

oned occafionally, I have now repeated, and will add to 
them, that I thillk there is fomethitlg very inconb"lous, at 
leail uofuitable; in admitting any parent to prefent his 
cili!:l ill baptiiin, \\·ll;ilever be llls charaCter in oth:r re
fiA:(ts, \\"ho has tlC\-er ail~e\.: adm iffion to the Lord's table. 

'·(ll.. II. ,\ Y 



538 ~~Jilli.)ltrial Fidtlity in declaring 

Confider, that in tIle adminifiration of baptifm, the parent 
is confiantly taken hound to command his clliloren, fo Coon 
as they come to ~'e~rs, to renew their baptifmal engage~ent 
in their o\vn perfons. Now, what confifienc): is tllere, in 
allowing a man to ple(}ge his faith folelnn]y to Go<l and his 
church, that he \vill comnland Ilis child to do that which he 
habitually negleCts to do himfelf. The pretence of fear, 
and unpreparednefs for the LlJr(l's tab:~~, is a condemna
tion of thofe who cfter it, becaufe it fhews, that they fup. 
pofe the one facrament requires a different charaCter or 
eafier terms of adnliffion than the other. After all,' the 
above prejudices feem to me fo deeply rooted with many, 
that they will not probably be foon deftroyed; but I think 
it is the duty of every minifter, in that, and all fuch cafes, 
to fpeak his mind plainly, and, to the utmon of his power, 
to aa coniiflently and uniformly, though he fhould fuffer 
by the flanders both of the ignorant and profane. 

3~ The Iaft rlifficu]ty \vhich I iliall mention, as lying in 
the \vay of minifiers, i:; the oppotition of tileir ellemies. 
No faithful rrlinifler can expeCt to be without enemies. 
In a pri\'ate charaCter, and retired \vay of life, a man 
may, by very great prudence, and paiticu]arly by filence 
and forbearance, in a great meafure, efcape the refent. 
ment or injuries of violent men. And to be as little emC" 
broiled \vith others as poffible, is l)otll our interefi alld our 
duty. "If it be poffible," fays the Apofile, " aocl as much 
" as in you lieth, li\~e peaceably widl all Olen." But it is 
certain, from long and invariable experience, that there is 
fuch enlnity and rancor in the hea~·ts of wick~d men 
againfi all who are in goo(l earnefi about religion~ that 
they may Ja}i tlltir account ,,·itll continual oppoiition, and 
continual flander. This our Saviour teaches his difciples 
to exp~a, and fl1C\VS tl·lenl, tllat it is -tIle lleceffary confe
qllence of their relatior: to hiln, J01111, xv. 18, 19, 20, 21. 
~, If the ,vorld hate }'Oll, ye know that it ilated me before it 
., 11atecl }?Ol~. If }~e \\rere of tIle \vorlcl, t11e world would love 
" l1is o\vn; bllt, becallfe ye are not of the world, bllt I }lave 
<, chofetl you olltofthe \vorld, therefore the \\7orl(i hateth you. 
" Ren1ember tIle \vord t11at I faid tlnto ~VOll, 1'he fervant 

J 

~' is not greater than the Lord. If they have perfecuted 
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's me, they wiH alfo perfecute you. If they have kept my 
" faying, they win keep your's alfo. But all thefe things 
'S \I,·ill they uo unto you for nly llame's fake, becaufe they 
" kno\v not him that fent me."-The apofile Paul alfo 
bears Ilis teflimony to the fame trutJ1, 2 Tim. ii!. 11. 

" Yea, and all that will live godly in Chrift Jefus, 1ball 
" fllffer perfecution." 

But, if wicked men are injurious to the children of 
God in general, their malice mull be particuJarly whetted 
againft a minifier, fo far as he does his duty. He is placed 
in a public fiation, and is obliged to be aCtive in his 
l\'1after'3 caufe. Tinle-ferving or neutrality, as to the in
terefi of religion, is commendabl~ in none, but it is uo
pardonable in him. He mull bear tellimony openly and 
refolutely againft vice and wickednefs. And reproof, 
when adminifiered with feverity, is certain of making ei. 
ther a friend or an enemy... A faithfultninifter will not 
1uffer Satan's kingdom to be at peace; and, therefore, it is 
no v,"onder, that, when they are gna\Villg their tongues 
with pain, they fhould pour out their venom againfi him. 
who gives them fo much dillurbance. The effeCt of re
proof, in kil1(iiing the rage and malice of the guilty, was 
never better (lefcribe(l than in the account of the trialr and 
martyrdom of Stephen, particularly Atls vii. 54. "When 
" they heard thefe tltings, they were cut to the he'~~~, and 
" they gllafued on hil11 Wit}l their teeth. ,--

There are many ways by which the enmity and oppofi
tion of wicked men to the truth may prove a temptation 
to a mininer: a few of which I {hall mention, as I hope 
the diUinCt knowledge of them may be profitable to you 
in the way of caution: I fi, As one of their chief weapons 
is contempt arId derifioll, l1e nlay be ill danger of conceal
ing or perverting truth, in {orne degree, in order to avoid 
it. When the gof pel of Chrifi: was firh: publiflled, the 
doCl:rine of the crois, we are told, was" to the Jews a 
" !tumbling-block. and to the Greek~ foolifunefs." The 
iame truth, in its fimplicity, is {liH treated with rcorn by 
profane alld \vQr1dly mene All that relates to it is con. 
fidered as \veaknefs anc} abfurdity; and the minifier, wh" 
infi!is upon it, mull lore his character with many for cap;!" 
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city and judgment. Is not this known to be true in daily 
experience? Are not fuch immediately fiigmatized as 
weak and babbhng creatures? Now, it is not. altogether 
an eafv facrifice for a tl·.iniller, to be indifferent as to tIle 

~ 

opinion formed of his parts and fufficiency, to wait till 
time iliaH do him jufiice, or to be altogether uu.;oncerned 
whether it ever do him jufii~e or not. It is no trifling 
thing to become a fool in the eye of the world fi,r Chris!' s 
sake, and not to he ashaTlztd of his cross. It lnay make 
nlany avoid fuch fubjeas, at leaft, more than they OUgllt, 
or, perhaps, attempt to give tl1em a polite or modiih (lrefs, 
which, of all others, is the rnoft unfllitable to them; or it 
m::y make others go to the oppofite extreme, Wh9, be
cau!e tlley find tllat ruch trllths will be dtfpiied, are at nq 
pains to avoid ~dding to the offence, by a filly and con
temptible, or a crude and indigefied manner of handling 
them. I know not, indeed, a more dlfficult tiling, nor 
do I kno\v any th~ng more noble in a minifier, than to 
,~ ceafe from man, whore breath is in his I!oiirils," to be 
truly fllperior to the applallfe or cenfure of eitller one clafs 
or another of l1is hearers~ antI therefore to a\'oitl a \!ain 
difplay pfhumall art; but, at the fanle ~ime, from a !enfe 
of duty to God, a~d veneration for his trutll~, to be at all 
due pains to treat ttem properly, fo as tlley m~y appear 
with light and eviden ~e to the underfialltling, and come 
home with force ~pon tile conrCiell~e. Such a UJan \\-ill 
bring forth tIle doarines ~f the gofpel ill their o\vn un
adorned majefiy and native fimplicity; h~ will not con
fider himfelf a~ preaching helore his hearers as critics; 
for \Vllat are they to him ill this vie\v ? bllt he "r·ill COtlfi

der himfelf as preachitl& to thelll as fitlners, a,n~l plea{iillg 
with tllem as immortal creatilres, tOltt:rirlg upon the \'ery 
brink of eternal perdition. 

ldl}'. The oppofiti~n of enemies may tempt IYlen of lit. 
t,le courage to {j'llful fi1ence lor their 0\\'11 quiet. ":--llet~ 
vice is prevaletlt, it is alfo cC'Jnmctlly illfolC!llt and rei~nt
flli. No\\p, tbe hatre\.l or ill-\,~ill of n~ l)erfoll is defireable ; 
al1(1 tllere are a thouiall!.l \va:,~s ill \\,hi,ll all)~ perion of a 
revengeful fp:rit rna}' be hurtflll. rl'here are alfo very 
fe~· fo uncolllleCle<.l, llut that t!~C}· llave 11)allJ~ frit:11~ls) 
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whore hatred is to be encountered as well as their o\\r:l •• 

The influence of this is but too much feen in e"ery place. 
Offenders are often fcreened from reproof or cenfure, 
through fear of provokin~ them or tlleir relations. Nei
ther is it at all difficult to fin(11)alliating arguments, .drawn 
from prudence, or otller confiderations, to nlake us think 
it is neceffary to forbear. I belie\?e this is verJ' much tIle 
fault of the prefent age, and the greater and more general 
tIle relaxation of difcipline in any age or place, the more 
difficult alld dAngerous it is for anyone to fiep forth and 
auert its dignity and obligation. And yet I cannot help 
thinking, the great excellence of difcipline, is its impar
tiality, not to refpeCt perfons in judgment. Ho~" call \\-e 
defelld ourfelves, if \\'e make one law tor Olle, and ano
ther for a!lother j if we cenfure the fmall, and forgive the 

"" great! 
3dly. 1\1inifters of weak minds may be apt to fink un

der the oppofition of the wicket]. It is raid of Lot, d\\~ell
ing in Sodom, that he was, 2. Peter ii. 7, 8. "-\i exed 
" with the filtllY converiation of the ,vicked; for that 
" right~ous man dwelling among them, in feeing and 
" hearillg, vexed his ri~ilteous fou] iron1 day to (lay with 
" their unla\\'ful deeds." It certainly needs no fmall 
meafure of fortitude .and holy refolution, to perlift in the 
difcharge of ~ur duty,- not\vitllflanding the obfiinacy of 
finners, and to feek our comfort, under continual obloquy, 
from the approbation of him, that judgeth righteoufly. 
At the falne tifne, I mllfi fay, tllat th\! friendfuip of wick
eel mell is much more dangerous than their enmity; for 
the firlt brings ,~Yith it the dallger of fe<.luaion, and the 
laO: only expofes tIS to fuffering, \vhich, though itfelf is a 
lI}ecies of temptation, as I fba]} immelliately 111e\V, ii 
lllucll lets I)o\verful than the other. • • 

4t111)'. l'lle oppofition of \vicked men ma}Y prove 0 temp-
tation, a3 it nlay bril1g forth the ienlains of corruption 
t!lat are in the llearts of good men, and lnake them fin, 
t)}~ il11prudence or llaffion, if not h}* refentment. I I~ave 
110 \\rll~re fUl)pofed tl14t nlitliiler~ are faultlefs ill their con .. 
uuct; tl~ey Ina}·~ no duubt, err cOllfiJcral)ly in man}' 
CirCUp.l!1ances, e\"cn \vlien tlltir inten' ~on, upon the 'I,' hc1e, 



;s juR and laudable. '\"e fee many ~l:ampl(s of ~Te:lt 
illlllru\)ence, \\-hic:l \l-e n~e\.1 not ,,·onller at, \\"hell \\"e 
cOllli\.ler the diflicultie5 \\'iih \,·h;C:l the,- are e\" !r\- \, .. here .. 
furroullde\.), and the enelil!eS t!!at \\·~\it ior their haitillg. 
If \\-e confi(ler tfllt 1\ fv!~s, the nl~,-'ke:l nlan on eaTli}, 
fpoke unalh-ifetlly w:th his lips upon great pr )\-oc3tion. 
, .. -e fhall percei\·e it is but 3 I~:tr~ c:· the \\·eak:!e!~ {\f J!lln13-

Jlit,·, \,-hen \\-e fee oil}ers :ail il}iO tIle f:\me fllare. Bl!t, 
~s "to Jailing ref~ntment. he dde:rn:th not the name of a 
l::lrifiian, mueJ. Jels of ~l mini!ier~ \\'"ho " .. jjJ C')llt!11Ue to 
11arhor it in Ilis ()reafi: lle olufl Jo\·e his enemies; h~ 111:Jli 
bleJs thell,) that cllrJe'lim, ant! pr3Y for them that dctpite
fl:lly ule him, and perfecuie him. This is not- merely a 
tl~il1~ :lllliable :llld excellent, bllt of the moft al-folute ne~ 
cdIity; for our S.lViour fays exprefsJy, u If ye forgi\'e not 
" mell tlleir trt:fpilles, neither \\~ilj }~our hea,"ellly Father 
" iorgi,·e you your mfpalfes.'· And, bldfed be Gcd, 
there is 110~llil1g difficlilt or burdelliome in thi i part of a 
Chrilt iatl' s dllty. 1'here is 110 fuch vitlotJ~ OVt:T evil, as 
overcoll1ill~ it '''''ito good. ~fbere is no fuch (onlolation 
lll)(ler the i:~UTi~s of fillllers .. as re\]uiting thenl ~.)}" pra~~er. 
It compof~th the Ij)irit; it purifieth the heart, lind autho
T!ZeS ti1e lleliever to pl.lt Ilis trllfi in G()(i, and fa)· \vith the 
pjahnHl, Pial. xxvii .. I. "The Lord is my light and my 
Il f.llvation, whom 'hall I fear? the Lord is d.e firength 
,t of n1V life, of \\~hom fhaIl I be afraiti :') 

~ 

III. I proceed now, in the Iafi place, to T.lake fome 
praCtical improvement of this fubjet1:; particularly, by 
~lving you m~" parting advices in the Ipirit of tI is paIfage, 
and to the bell of mj~ judgnlent, ill a Inannc:r fuited to 
your fi:uation. But, before I do this, in the 

1ft ~Place, Let Ine befeech e\~er\! fillner ill tlli~i affemblv, . ~ 

to he~rken to the meffage of the gofpd, and to bdie\~e in 
t!lc n~me of the Son of God, "that. believing .. the}" may 
" I!~\\)e life t!lfOtlg)! his nanle." This is the fl,!)frallCe of 

"-0: 

I~~::' COI,·,1scl of GUll, ,\ that Chrill (lie~1 0.1 tIle erofs to fa\"e 
" !!!llltfS .. all,1 tll:lt tllere is no f:tI\:atioJl ill a:l\' otllcr.~' 
, .. " ~... 1 \} I· c. ... db" . ... .. 1 

.A f'tl :~re l':I.:~:t~~ ".!~(' lear t le In'''IU) It)l!n, U'~ ltltilllte ~' 

:norc b;", :i~"l.L if ) ell i~\y it to h~a.;-t) anJ, renoun ;ing every 
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other chim ll rdi your ,1e~O\hnce uron th~s Sa\·!r~lr. 
\\9hat ign(\r3nce tloth it fh~"\\'~ if ~'Ot\ trull ill )"ol!r!c!\'~s. 
that '''0\1 an! ri~ht~)s: '\·.Ii "~\'l ~ 3ble to 1:311,1 t~:~~r~ . '-- .. 
God in judgment? It is :0 him yell mut! ani\\'er 11 :md 
from hinl ,"ou nlllfi ~c~i\"e \'c"r tentcl1ce. \·ou may 

~ . . 
eafily~ indeal, tlifle thele ~fl~liollS tor a time, anlll)ury 
e\-ery apprehcnfion, in th~ hurry of WCrll!!Y bufinds. or the 
into~ic~\tion of \\'orJdiv l'lfafure; t'tlt all th~f~ thill!!S are .. . ", 
coming ql~ickly to an end. Aitc:r a it\\'" more turns in 
this vain \\"orlil~ the ~ly mll!l be Jaic.i in the (Iufi~ Inti 
the fpirit mull ~o to its own place: th:!.t is to fay 11 either 
t~e manfi~ns of glary, or the place of torment .. ! fay thde 
things to you" m~~ brethren" with all pl'innefs. rfhey 
need no ,~(1ilitional force of l;tng\13~ to gi\-e them ,,"eight. 
It is an amazing proof of the tic:cc:itfulnds of fin, !nat we 
are ever able to to~t thenl. it is \\'onderfbJ 1 ind~eil, 
that finners are able to lle~p ill quiet, and to indulge 
thenliej,"es in ~\-or~dl~l pleafure, "'hile tl'lCY are jufpel1de~1 
by nothillg but tile frail tllread of life over the botton.leis 
pit. Gladly \,-ould I make ute of ellery- circumll3nce that 
could have anyeffelt in carrying home thefe: truths upon 
the conicicllce~ of all here prt~fent. -

If that of my being now fpe&iking to you, for the 101ft 
time, in a!l prollability, \\~hiie in t!!e lxxi)', cae be of all)~ 
ufe, I prall', iet if nut lle i~rgotten. Bllt is it not tlrange, 
tllat a circunliiance of t11is 1l3tllre flloultl excite! to nlucil 
cllriofit} .. and atte:ltioll, all"l tflings tl1J1 h3p~n e\rer~- d~1~", 
of the fame or a likt! llatur~, fhou)~i l1c! fo li!tJe iOlpro,-et.l ! 
It is not, indeetl, e'~er\' lla,~ '.hat a n.inifier is renlO\·~J - .. 
from his charge; but there ~re not mall}" ll:iyS, in w hieb. 
fome of his p~cple :ire not removed from this Hate of trial. 
~fany are hear:ng a taren-en 1~'rmon~ though not to the mi
nifter. yet to th~midv~s. \':il~n they little thint,;. of i~. I 
\\- )llld, therefore, earl1efll\,. befcech all \\-hc are, or )la\·~ 

• 
reafon to ill!p~~l t~:!llltt:!\~es to be i!l an llnr~ccncilcJ flare, 
to turll froln tn\!!r tralliblTcilio41s,: that tI1e)- rna}: li\·e ; ~o Jay 
110ld of t:le mere)' of GOlI tllrou~h Ct~riti, for t!le:r Jla.Joll ; 
al1U li\'e, b}" f3!!h, CIl l:i5 prolniicJ tlr:Db!!~' fer their 1JI1C
ti ficat iO:l. 
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2llly, Notwithfianding this general addrc:fs, I ha.~e a 
few words to fay to the loofe and profligate. I am forry 
to tJlillk., tll~t., in a place like this, of no 'lery great ex tent, 
there fhculd be fo lnany daring finners, who fet every 
thing tiered at defiance. It Ilath been oblerved, atlcl I be
lieve \\-ith truth, that the profalle among us carry it \vith a 
greater degree of hardinds and infolence, than in places 
of fuperior note, and where, probably, they are in much 
greater numbers. I lklie\~e it ma}~ be, in part, owing to 
this circumfiallce, that they are better kno\\'n; fo that 
the}- muit either be Opell profligates, or not profligates at 
ali. Tllere is no me(iiunl; the fhame cannot be avoid. 
cd: and, therefore, it mull be overcotnt:; fince they will 
not be refirained, and cannot be concealed, it la}:s them 
under an unhappy neceffit}~ of keeping profanity in coun
tenance. Perhaps 21fo. allother reafon nlay be, that, not 
being tied by allY principle of confcience, tlley are alfo' 
ucflitute of that fenfe of decency which has a confidcrable 
itlftuence on the out\\-ard conduCt of thole of higher rank. 
But, \\fhatever be the reafoll, their nate is to be piti~d. Let 
me bef~ech all filch, to cOllfider Lite terrible eHeCls of vice 
\\"hich are e,er}- (la}?" to be feen. Renl~mber, I pray you, 
ho\\~ IDanv ha\'e ihllen a facrifice to dnlnkenllefs and lnft ! 

." 

Catl you fay (Ieliberate~}-., ill a Jober monlent., that there 
is any profit ill )~our cl!Qit:e? Is there any ple~fllre in re
jledins on lcenes of riot and diffipation? I know not 
,\-i~t:th~r to ret:a! to )~our n)el11011" tllOfc! \\I!lonl death has 
takt!n ~\\·a)~., or point Ot.t to }"our obfervati(jfi thofe \\'110 

are iuffc:re(l to reillaill. ,\911at a melancholy fight is an 
CJ!U \\'"orn .. out i!llller, \\ ~lO ilas llroken his confii~ution, taint. 
~,l llis cllar~\c.tcr., allll l.l1tallell his ful)fiance! \Y ou )~t us iee 
,reil CI10U~!1 ill \VI1:lt Olanl1cr }r~u chufe to li\pe; but I 
\\'0\1)\1 gl..ti.ily' J~110\V ill \\ Ilat Inalltler }"ou enure, or indeed, 
ill \rilat n\allll~r )·ou ~xI)ect to liie, lY Ol! call1lot live al
\raj'!). Some of ~·()tl c~nllot li\"e long. SllPllofe }·OU had 
tiille giverl l'Otl for rcf~cctioll on a death bell, or cbil(lren 
t,-~ '\"~\O:ll ':-(.'tl \\·o~!ld le~!\·e a fe\\· \\·ords of ad\rice~ Could 
'·O~! i~\' t\) ihelll, ", ()! ll'\~ (lear cllildren, tIle Inan}' de-.. ." --

,. I:,~~:tfui l1igiltS that I 11:\\1t:; i'pellt in rOlrillg, 811J f\\geariI1g. 
,~ al~~l at!::t;l\~ 1~!!i:1~: l) ll!c delicious l:ol:rs t!lat I ha\9c . .. 



tb.: r.;.vbj/e CO.'lnu/ ~r God. 

u rpcn~ in broth<:~s .. ~ont: .hJrlo~s! It gi\'es me pleafure 
" to tl1111k t!lat }'Gll \1illt 1(1)0\\- fo good an exampJe~ anll 
,~ rt.:vive t!1e n1CI110f}· of }"Ollf }'~tthc:r's contlutt. Gllard 
II aga!llfl c\'ery tllillg tllat rna}· teml)t )'OU to Jorfa!~c it. 
e' l~t:\vare of t110f~ CU!llli'l~ priefls tl1at \\-OtlJll Jedllce )"ou 
"to religion ?" l\rc fu::h fentinlerlts, nl}' bretJlren, to 
t]le Jail (legree, illfu))i)orlable? Are t!le)' aimo:t impro
per to (lefcribe? '\:'113t then olufi l1e the lite that lays an 
e\·illel1t fOllnclation for thenl? '~"h}r are }'OU fo imp&lient 
of !}le rejlroofs or adlllCllitions of thofe ,,-ho bleed inward
l}p for }'Ollr folly? It is not inclillation, but duty, that 
pronlpts us. No nlaJl \rould provoke your rage and via
lellce, if he coul(l a,-o!<llt. Think theIl, I beieech you, 
on }:our COlldition, anti llray tllat God, for Chrift's fake, 
nlaj9 grant }"ou Tepentarlce Ullto life. rl"ile wicked 
ha\,illg recei\"ed \VarIlillg, 

I mllfi 110\V endea\'or -to execute what I chiefly intend .. 
e(l in the clore of th~s di:courfe, by giving you [orne ad. 
vices, as, a people maki ng profeflion of faitll in Chrift, 
all(l ot)e{l:ellce to hinl. '''fhey ~"ill all, ar nlof1 of then., 
c1>tlfill of \Vllat I have fre'=Iuent)y taken notice of occaJion
al~}'·.. and ha,"e 110\V on] y 1eleCted as matters of general 
mOlllcnt. 

I. Let lne befeech YOt! to l10 your utmofi to und"rfia~d 
the gorrel \vell; llut let it he al\vays accomp:!nie:.l wi!h 
praaice, anti a})plied to I)romote the po\\'"er of the fpiri
t!;allife. I \voultl ha,·e }'c)ur tafte e~erciled to difcern good 
anti e\·iJ" EIldeavor, b}' rcadil1g, hea.ing, and medita
tion, all{i }"ou ma}~ adll mutual converfe, 1) underfialld 
the doctrine of ialvation, by grace, in all its parts& Learn 
l~ kno\\· the meantIlg of forgivenefs being free, viz~ that 
ti!e flllner is jlltl1y liat)}(! to \\-rath; that Chrift llath pur
r!laie{l, antI Go<l, of Ilis infillite, unnlerited mercy, has 
oflt:r~ll a ftlll pardon to tile cilief of fitlners, anti grace to 
lornl t:lenl for tiis 0\\'"0 f~~vice; tIla\. it is their duty to ac
C\!i)t of it; tilat it is tlleir itlterefl to rely upon it; and that 
it is a~ ~!!t:ir peril if tlle}' llefpife it. rl'hat for & finner to 
tllil1k :~e IllUi~ firft (io !olne tlljllgS that are good, in order 
tl) f'JUli(1 11!S title to tllis very Il}erC}~~ is illjurious to the 
rjc:!c:; cf dh-ine gra..:e, ;I11J the v.ay to rc~arJ, if nct to 

. I J \ ,·L. &. .3 Z 



prevent Jlis refornlltiot1. The ~'~ne~\'ing of his nl!~~re i.: 
a part of Chrifi's pUrCh~ile; and, therefore .. no, to be per
forn!etll)~"I~im as a coo(!ilioll, l'll: occertec.l as :\ rrOlll::C ; 
Jjor (loes he truly recei\-e Cilrilt tor !:l)'tatlvl1, \llllt:!s h~ r:!. 
cei\-e 3n(1 rUllO.it tu Ilinl in all tilt! c:l~tr~\~lers \"'~ttl \\~lt(~! 
)le is in\"efieti, as fe!lt of (.7txI, \"i=. Prophet, l)ri:;ft~ :tll,l 

King. IIolillets~ or !'le\\- ot)C(lience~ is tt!e frl!it of f~iE'~. 
~ 

A re~ll l't!lie,-er keeps the cOll1malldlllel1t~ 01 (;,-~"l l)~" tl~c 
firength of that grace that is 'r~'liured np in Chril!, iluJ 
\'iatclllu)l)~ obti:rv~s Ilis tell1per al1t) I)fil(.l:cc~ ,lS the e,·i
l!cllce of Ilis C:l:tll~C, :\11t1 ~en(Jin; to tl1e\\' thst t~~ is ir~\.l~,l 
an hal)itatioil of Go-t} thro\)gh ti.e Spir;;. trr 0 h:tv\! ~\"~lll
gelical principles., is, t,}- no 111~:l1.~,. to Ilt'~le~t t:.e C0111-

man(l!nents of GO\I ; bllt to ~!~Ily c~:r 0",'11 righteou:llet5 
I r. , I b .. 11 't, 'h "t' alll I(re!l~t'l, lnl 0 "Cl'" \v!thout 2~\~r~~;!lZ In tt at ctlCt,i-u • _ • ~ 

etlC<!. .. .. \r~tl that tJlis i~ tht? jufl alltl t~ri Ilt!Jral \'!e\\" of tIle 
Dlatter, I thillk, is uI1J~niable, 0:1 t~.is f'116ie aCCOllnt, 

,~ that it ~s GOtl that \\·orketh in l!S tll \'.'ill, allcl to ~Jo of 
U his guod ple~ljur~.') If eyery thing that is good in us i~ 
tIle ,york of GOt), it is al)fuTtl to reprc:f~llt it:is tIle cOll(}i

tion of his fa,-or; for it is the effect of ilis ~~ice. ll)" jet

ting tIle th:ll~ ill lilis ligJ~t, \\'e fjl~1!: l}erc~i\"e" that t}1e 

freenefs of ia}\"atioll, is 110t, in t!le Je.\ll \.!~~ree~ gi\"ing 
liberty to fill, or taking a\\"c\Y t!le nec~jlil}- of 110liI1e!S~ Is 
it not juft as necd!iuYll if it mutt he r-:~ei\"c...l as a- gift, as. 
if it ,,-ete to be periornle(l as a COlltlitil"\11: Is it Ilot jtlft 
:!s Il\!Ceftlr}Y \\-llell illcorllorated ,vitll t:~ith, as \\-hell di\ti., 
llc(i from it ? 

This 1}~fielll of gafpel truth, nl}· bretlllen, I \\~ct.llll 
ha\ge }·OU to un(lerft,~n~ll 10 as l'lotl) to (lilcerrl and (lifal>
pro\le \Vllat is contral}' to it; l1Ut I \\ltoultl ha\'e )-OU to 
lm(krfi.,n(t it, in order ro proc!uce t:nion \,,:th God, ha
llitllal :11)(1- cllcarful ol)e(liellCe to lli~ l:i\\'s. III recor~l
ll~ellllillg tJ1e CC1111cX'011 l)et\\"een i:titll all (I l)rd·~1ite, I 
lneal1 to gl~)tll ~tO\'l 19~ill{l t\\~O !hill~S (!iil:l11t frOll1 f)Jle 

anorller. FI'he ()lle is ll,~bit\lal tllltcllll~rlleis of (Ollicietlcc. 

rl"here are certailll:' iO!l1t: \\-110 ~rt! titllcr real, or ,\l l~a!l 
pretcnd~d friends lO the dG~1ri:\e v~' tht: goi})ei, on \\'ho!~ 
11earts it nc\:er )9 t t l)"tll tak(,l 11()1\!. Fl'lle)' i)l~lilll~ ~tl~~-l 

!l{tl)itu~\!ly· l~\'·c ill tile l)ra(lice of iiil, all<.l (ll::r~·fe!·:! ~,!'C \.'1' 
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t~rt: \\" !.,.J L .. ~!I.! :hc tru:h in l:nr:ghteoufilefs. I am indeed 
of Opi:l :ll.l, t :~:~t i;~C)" I)e\~~r 113,1 all)- ollltr lllall a culloma. 
r\- ~~ .. !::i(ll.::r" t~J;~;: ·J'I}t~\· are ;~UllJ bec3ufe: it is the . ~ 

nl,1\!~ \\ ll::re tile)- Ji\~e to k JUUIlJ, allll llot froln any in. 
\\\In.i .:~ri~I1Ji cuJl\~ia~011. III tIle Jlleal1 till,e. tIle)· l4re a 
n:j1rc .. lch to t~l,ir prct~iT£orl, all() canliot be treate(l \\-itll 
too great te\~erit~·, b)· tllo(e \\'ho \\~i1l1 ,\'ell to t11<.. g()fpel. 

'J'lle o!ller ll~!iiake I \\'Ot Id guard }'"OU a~ainfl is, .l fpe
Cll}tlti\'c reli~iol1. It is gael! to be ,veil infirutled in doc
trill;ti truths; l)ut there is often a danger of goinJ~ too 
n)tlch irlto COll!~O\·erf}·. 'A\-e Ila,-e 1~cn n1an}1t inn lnces 
of orilinar\9 l:j~riltians, \\-:10, ,,·I.ell they ha(l attaioell a . ~ 

cO~lfi(lerat)le (lc~ree of kno\\-ledge, alld \\'ere able to fl1eak 
with ftih"!c:fs aUll· propriety, on religious 1ubjetts~ gave 
the'llfd\'es up to a litigious and wrangling difi:ofition, 
\vl)!ch \\·:\s fOOtl fol)o\\"~tl ll~" a barren, an(1 fOn1ttilries all .. 
on~n!l\'e pr-.ltlice. 1"he lame thing alfo frequently leads 
to ir~nll~lerable little parties arl(l fatl.iolls, into ~~~-Jlich 
~ilriiiiarls, I mean rea! (~hrifiians, are (lividec.l, \\Ihiell 
,'er)" lllucll hin~lcr th~ir 0\\"11 profit, al1d grieve tIle Ilearts 
of l:lO!C \\-!lO arc one \\~itil ti1en1 ill (:Ilrifi. rrl1erefore let 
it l~ )'Otlr care to api)ly' tile trutlls of the gofl)el for }'our 
O\\-tl i:\11~lifit:a::t)11 :lll\l COlll!ort. After }-OU ha,"e beJie\?ed 
tIle,l), l)~ iiillillore carefltl to li\.-e UI)011 them, than even 
to (ief~.:ll(llll~nl. Di\-ifioI15 fllOullllle\~er be ~ade \,'ithout 
~t)i~l n t\! l1ecel1it~~; alltl \\' ~lC:ll t}1e}' are Ill(lJe, they fllould 
{)(; :lS (~)!.)ll ~tS ~)~~flil)lc for;ottcll, t11at }ja\-iilg efcaped fin 
\\·e ll.a)~ a}1})!)- ouri~l\?es tCl (lut},; for CO!ltroverf:'", be the 
fubjea what it \\lIi, I thinl~, is nOl very favorable to the 
})o\ver of go~!lillt!~_ 

2. l)\::firl~ a fa:thru~ l'I~ljiiier, (10 )·o~lr lltnlo(l !o obtaill 
l~illl; allt! ll)~:ll let ;t !)~ ~·our 11al)itual flu(l)i to I)rofit by 
llinl. \Y Oll 11l\'C r,-=afo~ 1 ~() l1c \-er}~ t11al11~I'Lll tllat );our littl .. 
~~iOll\ il1 11fO\-itlellce, is fllell as y·ou 111ay exrleCt a mini(: 
tcr \rllO is a i!eart)' friell(l to tile gofJ)cl, all(l, at tIle faIlle 
time, one Kho i;; agreeable to your own choice. Let me 
cxi10rt )·OU, ~s i~~r as )'Ot' are COllfultcll ill that nlatter, to 
Illake tIle cI1o:~:c \rill} IlltlC!l cailllI1Cfs allc} I)rll(ience; to 

IGok f()r Olle., l1i)t ()!)1)~ fO~jil~l illl1is 11ri!lcil)les, bllt of t.lll)-

r:.)U~h kl)C\\·lt:d~e and capacity) always preferring folid 
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before fpecions parts. After hlving made the choice, en
deavor to flretlgthen l1is 11an(ls, ancl eJ1COllr3ge his l'eart, 
in the Lor(i, by a careful attencla11ce on his miniflry, and 
by a dtltiful fubmiflion to infirllttion an(1 reproof. You 
OUgllt not to \\,iOl for one who \vill flatter }-Oll, nor ought 
you to lay fuch a temptation in a mininer~s \vay, as to 
fuew that you are pleafed \vitll being flatter~d. rl'he beft 
tefiimony that you call give to a n1inifl::r is, to learn fronl 
him, alld to obey him. rl~his is illfillitely better than I10i. 

fy praife and a(l;niratioll, according to tIle excellent re
mark of billiop Burnet, ' That it is 110t tIle beft fermon 
, tllat nlakes tIle hearers go a\ray ta!king to Olle allother, 
~ and praifing the fpeaker; but that which makes them go 
, a\\'ay tllouglltful ancl feriolls, antI hafit:l)ing to be alone.' 
Has a nlillitier allY e\·i(iently profarJe perf OIlS atl)Otlg his 
11earers; if 11C call1lot l)reach tllen~ ti·om jill to Go(l, it 
were much mor€: for his credit to pn:ach f~ as that they 
are not able to hear him, but flee away for ~are to their 
cOJ1tciellce, than to have rllenl rOlltillue in \\[icke(lne~s, 
and yet praife him every day, fo~ an admirable fpeaker, 
or' an able mao. 

If you \VOlll() truly profit by ordi~ances, after }90U ha\~e 
a fixed pallor,- I th~nk it is of moment to forget, as much 
as poiliblet the perions of men, and confider them as no 
more than inflruments in the hand of God, for your daily 
inflruClion and comfort. The more you remember the 
appointment of God, and wait upon his ordinances, in the 
faith of his prefence, and the expeCtation of his bleffing, 
the more you are likely to receive both fen!ible and Jailing 
benefit. I muft therefore take the liberty to ob!erve, that 
we 11ave amongll l15 a tet of \\1anclerillg ul1fcttlecl hearers, 
who run -about f~om one congregation to another, and 
even from one profeffion to another, and are fcarcdy ever 
to be feen a whole day in one place. If they be but deli
berating where to fix, we may fay of them, that they are 
ever learning, and never come to the knowlC'dge of the 
truth. But the prol.Mhility is, that they ha\'e itchin; and 
cllrio'us ears, 2l11t; go abollt aaot to fer\1e God, t)tlt to 11car 
~llen. If I am able, at all, to judge, either by refleCtion 
or obfcrvation: lh<Jf:: ,1fe moil Ill~~i}' to prufit, \\' 0, hayin~ 
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<leliberately made their choice, fit habitllal~y and regularly 
ulllier one minifler. By there means they enter into his 
"\I"ie\\'s; and as he will naturally endeavor, if an)' thing 
was wanting at one time, to complete his fcherne by fup
plying it at anotller, they will tllereby llave a more con~. 
prehenfive view of tIle \\,hole counfel of God. At the fame 
tinle, not having tIle charm of novelty to enchant them, 
the}' \\,ilillave nothing to do but to reap intlruCtion. On 
tlle otllcr 11Cllld, by !learing feparate, detached, and inue. 
pel1(lent difcourfes, men may pleafe their fancy more, bllt 
tIle}' \vilt ilnprove their tlilclerfianding lefs. It is alfo 
rlain, tilat as every minifter will endeavor, not only to 
follo\v an oreler in llis (lifcourfes on one fubjeCt, but to 
i,ave a refpeCl: to the COtl11exion, and relation of the fub
jc:a~ tllelnl~l \l·es, the nlore accurate anc} exaCt he is, in 
jllitin~ Olle IJart to tIle illufiration of anotller, the lefs Ile 
\\'ill be ulloerfiood by tllefe defultory hearers, who take 
only a firlgle branch, without l)eing able to perceive its 
~ubferviellcy to the general defigllc I have many times 
kllO\Vn exceptions takell at mil1ifters, for fome parts of 
a clifcollrfe, by fllCh perfons, \vhen, if they had hear(l the 
\vhole UpQll the [alne or correfponcling ful)jet\:s, they would 
have perceived there was no place for their objections. 
'fhe great purpofe, my brethren, of a ferious and judid ... 
OilS people, in attending on ordinances, lhouid neither 
be to pleafe themfdves, nor to criticife their teachers; but 
to 11ear the \vofcl of Goel, tllat tbey may (10 it. On this 
aCCOullt it is, tllat humble and regular Chrifiians are get. 
tillg real a(lvantage to their fouls, \\Tllile forrle are only 
watching the opinions, or others only palling judgment 
Oll tIle ability, perlla ps t10 nlOt e tl~an the fly Ie, and out~ 
\var(l manner of the fl)eaker. 

3. I mull: give you another advice, as a profeffing peo
ple, to guard againfl the introduHion of a worldly fpirit. 
I 11a'v~c cftetl obfer'vecl to )rou, that every fituation a perron 
or l)eople C:li1 be in has its peculiar temptations, as \veII 
as trials. rrllis plac~, erlzaged in commerce and traf. 
fie, grO\Villg ill llulllbers, and I fllppofe gro\ving in 
\\tealtll, is ill great (langcr of a \\1orlc.lly fpirit, all<.l of im
l)ortinol if I may fpeak fo) fafhioqable vices, illflead of 



l i ':/':S" '/./- ~I F.= ·1.·l,!\, :1' ,1 'C 1 -I': ·"'r •• 4 ••• " u _"" , • ,." jt. ",_,-
"" J 

~e:\l i ~111":-c\r~111::tltS. '\·1: ile I f .. 1!p tll:S, ! ,"Oll!,) 110t t)e tJll. 

(1 'r ~: 0'" ... - I... :" 1 .... ~ "'"":'1 rl a 1 . I, ~.' . J e ' I .. -" • : :'\, 1 4'\ - " J ~g t 1-_ " ,.,l &l~ ,'-~ •• ~ "6' .... " !~'I\.:.~ \l\ (dllv ~ UIH' L c.; all 

ItllllneT of life, or all)- ti)II);! l;},tl is truly' i)~COnlil)g ill all 
i~~I\·~tl1Cttl ratlk. ~I~i1t:rt: is il:l lll~!rt: rcii~illll ill !)~il1~ for. 

\. . . ' 

(li{l, tll;ln in l),.!in~ flIIll~)tll()lti. l~l)t] t:Jir.k tlie 'i>irit of 
t:le go!i)~i is JllCll, tllat it \\-'ili llifl)u:e a tr~:!)' )~OtlS )lerfo!l 

to i}:! r"lt~1~: la~e !!la!l earl:-· i~l :!~l\~!)~;:l~ 11=\\" orll~nl~:l!S ; 
r,lther fi1,\rill~ tllal} excef1ivc: ill l!r,::s, fllrllitt!fc alit} ltlui
)),lg~; n11~1 carc:itll Ilot to b~ c0:'i0rl'l~tl to tJ~,\t "c111ity of 
t11-:: \\·orill \\-llic!l \\'~ renou 11ccll ~~, 11l})t i Ji~l. I ... t.'t n1tJl (le
te)l~l one practice af{er a!lotller, as tale)' j>leate, I 111all al
W3)'S expea to fee fomething which a carders worltliy 
perion \vil) do, bllt \\·Ilich a goexllilal} ~\·il] not (10. 

Ho\ve\'er, 110t to keel) entire)}' ill generals, I Ullift once 
more gi 1le m}· public tefiimOl1}r agaillfi \vhat \\·as late))" at
telnptcll to lle hrollgllt in here, eqllally contrary to tIle law 
of thi! iand, and the precepts of the gofpd, the pernicious 
elltertainmetlts of tIle flage. rj';le beft atlel \vifeft men ill 
all ages h:l\'e born witllefs agaiJlft tl1eln, as the great nleans 
of corrupting the morals of a people'j and I am certain, 
tllev 111Ufi be of all otllers tf.tofllltlrtfltl to tIle illllallitants 

~ 

of thi~ place, tIle far greatefi pa:-t of \\,1101n !:\'e b): (tail}' Ia-
llOr. I look UpOll it as t1le illdifpellfible dtlt}1 bot}l of flla

giflrates a11tl miniilers, to (10 all ill tll~ir po\ver, to prevel1t 
the illtri.l(lllCliOll of \rIlat nla)' betra}' tlle }'Ollng alld 1111-

fuijliciollS illto tIle d~llrtlaive pltllS of vice, or the IO\l.~er 
clafs of nllllkilld illto all idle anel diffolute life. J\fucll 
~o(,'<.l of this kind lllay" be (lOlle in tllatters of olltwar(l or
der, lJ}7 a firll1 allel rciolllte h~ha viollr ill tll0fe \V}lO are ill 
place anc} alltll0rit),. I nlllli aII'o here tal~e particular no· 
tice of tile tluty of fabbatll failCtiflcatiorl. I (10 llereby 
"warI1 J'OU a~~aillft that 11l0ft perllicious refiflerlleilt of gad
liil1g abro:lJ, l)a)'illg l)ri\1ate "'ifits, t1l)on tIle Lorcl's cia)'. 
\,!"hoever ktl0\\rs atl~' tl1itlg of the ot)ligatioll of falllily go
vernme!lt all(l iI1!lruttion, Illl1il be fe(lflbl~ tllat to rtceil:e 
promi!cuous COIll ()ally' 011 tllat <.l3.}T, is to relllier it lltterly 
impracticable. Bdides, the vain and unprofitable, and 
fOtlletitlles llilfttl COll\7erfatioI1, tl1at l)revalls in filell cafes, 
mllfl greatly weaken, or entirely obliterate any it:riolls im
l)rt:ffiolls, made upon your mind, uuring the [t;rvict! of the 
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(\:latl~r)·. ('l!ri!lians, is ))ot t!le rcf: o! t!1C (.~~,~tI1, from 
\vorlllly carcs &\11(1 pllrillits, a. COll!C)1,\tiOl1 tv ) lll!r 0\\'11 

jouls, as \ve)) \~s ;1 Ilttl>P)- OI)ilOr!elli:)' of (!O::lg ier\' ire to 
t!l~ JOtlls of otller:;? \\'11\' t!lell \\·:11 "Oll Jufl~r "Olal it :\'CS 

~ - . 
to he ro~)l)\.'(l tal it, l'}~ tile imllt:rlilltllt il1~rlli;o:l~ (Jf :l:::': or 
ill (liri)oft:~l pt!r!~JI1s: l.et )tollr 1~oll1~s he t:lcrt:ll Oil t:~~lt \1 ')., 
n s \\"e II as )~ tJ~l r ell tJ rt 11-:S; (\1 }ll ell{} ea \rO:! r t a I)r: j)~ rt: :' {lll r 
l~l!l!lls, a~l~l 11~{JJe ot!!~r~ Illeillbers of "Cilr fanljjics, !i,r all 

01 

I J' b' I', 1 1 Fl"'''' \ . eterl1a "t~~tjl III ll:C \\'or.\ to COlll~. l!!~ lC~lt!S 1:1::, Jlt 

.~iIl Place, to e~~llort ,,.Ott to l)e clreful a!lU COll!c:e:l-. 
tiOllS ill f:lnl:!}' ~~,)\'erillncllr) an() inft:'u~1i{)'1. IIo\v illt'X-

ri.dahle are lhol~ plre~)ts and maiiers, ,-:ho fuficr tht':r 
clliltlrt=11 a n(t fer\·lllt s to peri III tor Jack or kno\\' Je<! _fio! ? 
lrhat unrpeakable alhaHtages tlO you Cl!joy, h:n'in~':~H 
tIle force of 11:~llral ailec.1:ioll, 3S \\"cll as llat1Jr;il aut!~oritY1 
to gi,,'e )-Ollr inllru8:iolls \veigilt? HO\tl nllll}: 11~1\·e r:.:
nlelnbere(l, witll l)iolls grati~ll(le, thrOt:~!l a \\-11cle life, tIle 
benefit tlley Il,\Ve recei\~ell ii-ronl l~~!}liiy illflruaioll ;!Iltl 

exanlnJe? I !~ilO\V I fp~ak to nlanv 'VilO are accQUntal1Je 
& 4 

to GOlllor tllis InerC}'; 110\V fIla11 )~OU .an!',·er it then, if-
"ou (10 not rri,:-e tIle i~!me a(I\F~nta!!e to VOLar 0\\"11 fanliJies; 
- b ~~ ~ 

AntI ho\v fllali tIle}1 al1f\\.?er to Gocl, tlliIli~, )~Otl, \vho 11a\-C 
blnifiletl the \VOrfllin of Gc(lironl tIle fanlilies ill \\tllicll 

• 
tlle}' fOUllC} it? Olle \voui(l t!:itlk, tIle liielt:fs \\~alJs alld 
furniture of your chamh<:rs might be awakt:ning monitorl' .. 
rrhere is t1)t~ greaten mutual intluence between family anu 
perrOllal religio!l. Perfonal religion is the fOtll1(latioll of 
all fail1ily all<l rc:lati\"e duties. It \\~Oilld l-x: fl)eal~itlg to 
the Jeaf to pcrfualle any to watch over tht: fouls of otht:'rs, 
\V}IO 11(l\'e flO COllcern for their 0\\7n. But \Y}lerC\9 C l1l 

there is a (leel) ill)11relliotl of lIlt importance of (:ttrllit)~ for 
ourfel \'e~, tllis ,viII ll~~ttlr~llly a!l(l necCfflrif}7 ftt beicrC! l!~ 
i~s importance with refpctt to all that are dear to us. On 
the otber ilal1ll, for tIle l~lt),e reafon, falnily religion is Olle 

{)f tIle l}t'fl all(l fu:"tfl evidellces of tl1e rt:alit}, (lIlt! tb:.: 
flrengt!1 of lJerfoilal rtli~zion. It is fOll)(tin1es ol)it'r\'e(l, 
t.llat IOil1e \'e r)' l)i on s l">Crion s arc ex tre Illtl); (leCe\.:l i ve i!l 

tIt i S I) art: cuI a r., at 1 ( 1 t a k eli ttl c c are 0 f t 11 e j 11 it ruE t i 0) 1, ,111 ( I 
Hill Ids of lh~ government, of their children. If they arc 



truly pious, it is a ~ .. ery great blcmifh upon their piety. 
Ho\vever. for my 0\\'11 part, I confers I do verJ'" muell fuf
pea the fincerity of religion, in thofe who are remarkably 
negligent in this partiLa!ar, let them pratefs as much as 
they will. I kno\v that l1ious perfons, from th! \vc:aknefs 
of their judgment, will be ~ilty of great inlptudence in 
the matlner of t:tmily intlruCl:!on, and frool 211 abiolute 
incapacit}", nlay not be abJe to preferve their authority; 
but I cannot eafily reconcile with true piety, the abJolute 
negleCl: of either the Ol1e or the other. 

I mull adcl, tllat I take family religion, and the care
ful (lifcharge of relative dllties) to be an excfllent l!1ean 
of the grO\vtll of religion in a n1an's own foul. How can 
Jioy perfon bend his knees in pra} er every day with his fc~
mily, but it mUIt be a powerful renraint upon him fronl 
the indulgence of any fin which is vifible to the m ? '\~iU 
fuca a perfon, think you, dare to indulge himfdfin &nger; 
or cllufe to be feen by thelll, \,,~hen he COlnes home fiag
gering ,vitll drunkennefs, unfit to perform allY duty, or 
reau}' to fin flitl nlore by the manner of pe ~forlilatlce ? 
l\7hen I figure to lllyfclf a nlafier of a fanlil~', WllO had 
come hoole fotted like a beall, and ha]f~fupp3rted to his 
Iloufe, riling in the Inornillg, I anl not able to concei\le 
how he can bear. tIle looks of thofe members of his family 
who had been witnefics of his fharne. But bdiues being 
a reflraint fronl grots cri 01es, I cannet hel p f:lyillg, that, 
fpeaking of the thillgS of Goo, \,,-ith tIle COI)Ce-~ll of a pa
rent, of the humanity of a mafier, muft give 1 folemnity 
of f pirit, and a fenfe of their rr:oment, even l~reater than 
before. ~~ man cannot fl)eak to purpofe, \·Jit~lout feeling 
'llhat he fa)iS; and the ne\v imprefiion \viII cer:ainly leave 
behind it a Jalljng efiett. Let me, tllerefore, m}' beloved 
hearer~, earneflly recommend to you the faithful difcharge 
and careflll In~nagement of fan.;ly duties, as }'OU regard 
the glory of God, the interetl of his cllurch, tl:e atlvantage 
of your pofierity, anu your own final acceptance in the uay 
of judgment. 

5- Let religion be incorporated \\'itll )'OUl' la\vful eln.. . 
l)loyments, and ~mproved by an attelltion t) tile \rllOle 
courf<: of Providence to YOll and yours. No~ting ii mOll! 
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11urtfUl to reli~ion, than to confine it to particular times 
and piaces: I fhould have rather faid, there is not a great
er miflake in religion, than to imagin~ that it can be fo 
confined. 'True religion will fhew its influence in e\;.er1 
part of )·our condutl. It is like the fap ot' a living trees 
which penetrates to the mot} diftant boughs. l'n your or~ 
dinary c~11ing, fee that ,·ou undertake nothing but \vhat 
i,s la\vful in its end~ anti endeavor to 3ccomp!iih nothing 
by any but by la\\-ful means~ that you may hav~ alwa}'$ 
me comfort of a confcience \-oid of offence. N' ay, yo",
lI}ould even do nlOte; you fhould eride3\"or to aft fo fin
gle and fincere a part, is to be beyond ihe imputation of 
Jfaud, that aU who know you may put the moll unbound
ed confidence in your integrity. There are many other 
calumnies which we may naturally expect froom a" malici
Ous world; and it ought to troubl~ us very little to hear 
{b~m: but it mull be eAtremely diftreffing to a gOod man 
fo be but fufpeaed of difhonefty. Oh, my brethren ! 
how often hath it grieved me to fee, that ntany penons, 
Ibrmerly of a decent character, when they loft their (uf). 
ftanee, lofr their religion with it; and, indeed~ to confider 
how few, when they were reduced in their citcumnances, 
tould fatisfy tlie public lhat they had afled fairly. 

Let it be year care, I befeech you, to remember, that it 
is C-od that giveth you power to· get wealth; and wliat 
thanks are due to him, if he hath given you abundance, 
efpecially if he hath given you ,~ithal a hem to bellow. 
Be diligent in your bufiners, ftf:m a principl! of confci. 
ente; and make it the daily {ubject of your prayer to 
God, that he would either keep you from th(; 1hame of po
verty, or, at lean, from the fill of it. 1'ake notice of every 
Itep of his providence, whether of mercy or t!"ial. Let 
the a1i>ea or providence direct your exercife, and quicken 
your affeCtions in religions duties; 3nd take fuch views 
of tile fullnefs of an all.fuflicj~nt God, in aCts of worfhip, 
as may prepare you tor every event of providence, whe
ther profperollS or adverfe. 

1"hus, my brethren, I have now finifhed what I pro
poted, in th~ way of advices; and, for what I have to fay 
".-ith regard to the prefent difpenfation of providence, that 

\TOL• II. 4 A 
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puts an end to my miniflry among you, I fttall bring it 
within very narrow boUllds. It were eafy, by raying a 
few words, to move the coneen} both offpeaker and hear. 
ers: this I ha\~ hitherto chofen to avoid; and, therefore, 
ihall only fay, that I am deeply fenfible of the affeCtion 
and duty of the congregation that attended my minifiry, 
and others under my charge. I cannot exprefs my fenfe 
of it better, than in the words of the late eminently pious 
Doaor Finlay" my imm,ediate predeeefi'or in this new (If. 
fice, \vho, on his death-bed, faid to thore about hiln, , I 
,- owe a long catalogue of debts to DIy friends, '''''hich will 
, not be put to my charge; but I hope God will difeharge 
& them for me~' I cannot now do any thing better for you, 
than again to befeech you, to relneml1er and put in praCtice 
the dit-eCtions I have gillen you, and, I am perfuaded, that 
it filall go well \\'ith you. The only further requeft I have 
to' make to you" is, that you \vould give to me, and my 
family, an interdl: in your prayers. Intreat of God, that 
we may be pteferved from perils and dangers, and carri. 
ed to the place of our defiination in fafety; and that I may 
be aflified of him in every future duty, and not faU under 
dIe terrible reproach, of agreeing to make f~ diftant are· 
moval, and then being foUIld unfit for the important talk. 
--I conclude with the- words of the apolUe Jude, 24, 
2S- "Now, unto him that is able to keep you from fall • 
• , ing, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefence of 
"his glory, '}l~th exceeding joy; to the only wife God,
"our Saviour, be glOlY and majeUy, dominion and pow
~~ cr, both now and ever.u Amen. 
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lrDNISTERIAL CHARACTER AND DUTy. 

SERl\ION43. . . ... 

__ , .. I 

• 
• 

2 COR. iv. 13. 

We also bt:ii~ve, and thertfore sptd .. 

T o llnderfiand what ought to be the charaCl:er, an" 
what principles fnould animate the conduCt of a 

~ininer of the Gofpel. c~nnot be without profit, even to 
a private Chri.flia~. It will teach him whom to prefer, 
when 11,e is called, in providence, ~o make a choice. It 
will teach him to hold fuch in reputation for their office 
fake, and to improv.e the privil~ge of a regular gofpel mi. 
niflr}7, if he Ilimfe1f i,s favored wi~ll it. .1\1~d I think it 
~uft in,cline him to make ~aily fupplication to the Lord 
~f tll~ harvefi, to fel1d forth faithful ~aborers in~o his har
veil. 

But thoug~ there \\'ei-e nQ fu.ch general advantage to be 
derived frQm ~t, my partic~lar ch~rge, and the very afpeCt 
of this a~,die-nce, \yould eafily j~flify me in maki~g this, for 
.once, the immediate fubjeCl: of qifc.ourfe. 

No\v, if \ve WOllld know the charaCter Qf a faithful mi. 
njiler, \\re cannot bette.·, or more immediately reach our 
])urpofe, than by lookil.g intQ the character, and obferving 
the condua,. and fprings of aaio~, of the apoftJes of our 
Lord, who received theil' commifiions j.mlnediately froIQ 
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himfelf, an{l were not only the lirfi, but the ben and ;n~ft 
fuccefsful milliners, that ever were em ployed in the 
church of Chrifl. " 
: "The": ApofUe Paul, whofe call was fo fingular, and 
whofe labOrs were fo rliflinguifued, has, in his epifUes to 
the feveral churches, planted or wateret} by him, "given us 
a great light into the \:hief aims he had in the exercife of 
the Ininitlry. In t!lis chapter, and the precedillg pdrt of 
. this epifile, he fhe\vs the Corinthians, \\~ith ,,-hat vifiblc 
faithfulnefs and fincerity he had aCted, and what diligence 
he had uied'ill promoting their eterllal happinefs. 

" To fave time, I forbear g<?ing thr~ugh ~he connexion of 
his difcourfe, and only obferve, that in the wvrds of our 
te~t~ he fhows what kept him "faithful anq influenced him 
to fo mucll diligellce ill the ,york to ,~"hicll he' \vas calied~ 
by alluding to an expreffion in the II6th PJ:llm. It is 
written, I hfJ1)C be/ie'iJcd, therefore ha)Jc 1 s!JoRtn. lie 
a/so bclie-~e, and therefore spea,t· In this he iritimates, 
that our io\va.rd perfllafiori of the great truths 'of tIle ever
lafting G01pel, could not but have a powerful influence 
upon hifll" and ot~lers, "to prefs the import!lnt me[f~ge, 
and watch over- the fouls of tllofe coolmittcd to their 
tharge~": " \ " ."".". ~ 

,. In' difcourfing further at this time, I intend to confine 
~yfelf to this fi~g~e truth, ,vhich may be eaflJy deduce<t 
fro~ the text: T~at one of the mon elf~ntially nece[ary~ 
and' the moll extenfively uft:fuI qualificatioris of a gooq 
mininer, is, that he be a good man, that he have a firm 
belief of that Gofpel he is called to preac~, and" a lively 
fenfe of religioll· upon llis -OWIl heart.: After I' fhall have 
explained and cOllfirmed'lhis obfervatioll, I will conclade 
with"fonie' praCtical reflcaions. ... " 
c, ~rhough' I have mentioned rea~ re~igion as oae of the 
mon eJfeutially neceffary q"tlalifications, I am nut ignorant~ 
that taking l~e worqs in a nri~ fenfe, gifts a're more ne; 
celfary to the being of a miniflry, ~han even grace itlt:lf. 
To make the" efficacy of the ordinances to depend upon 
the ihward fiate of the"· admilliHrator, is a Popifh error, 
and is exprefsly guardeu againll by the Affcmbly of Di~ 
vines, iri our fhorter Catechilin, ill the following woQrcb; . . . 

. , .: 
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The S,1crammIS, and it is eq~Jal1}' true of every other anti. 
Dance, htcfJl1lt tJfi;ctUtzi to saliJ,<:tion, flot from allY -virtue 
in them, or ill bim thaI doth admillister them, bllt only by 
!~Je bl"s~'i/~ oj Cbrist, fllul Ih~ ~:.'orkjllg of his Spirit ill 
~l)t11J, tbat by j"a;lh recci'i:c ,!hem. < 

But fome degre~ of capacity is evidently neceffary in 
the 'll~n abfolute fenfe. A !nan \\'ho i$ a]to~ether void of 
knc\\'ic:d~e and utterance, or who is deaf and dumb, may 
be a taint, b\lt cannot be a minifler. This conceffion, 
ho\V~ver, take~ nothing fronl the force of the obfervation, 
that real religion is ~f the greateft importance, and moll: 
abfolutely necdhry to the faith/Ill di(charge of a minif. 
ter's fac;retJ tl1:lfl. That J: may fet this in as clear and · 
Urong a ii~Qt as I am able, le~ me iutrcat your attention 
~o ~4~ f~U~wi~g !?bfe!vation. 

I. Re~l religion i~ ~ ~ininer will make bim knowing, 
and ahle for his work. I; is nece[ary for anyone who 
intends himfelf for the ofti:e pf the miniftry) by diligent 
fluuy, ant} t~c ufe of thofe mean~, \vith \\~hich God in his 
proviQence~ath furnillie(! him, to improve his under
ftanding and a,cquire a fto,::k of knowledge, that he may 
be a wo~krn~Q that t:leedeth not to be a1hamed, rightly di
yiding the way of truth. In this he can Qave no fuch 
inl;itement as cQllcern for hi~ rvtafier's glory. Nay, he 
that :~ trlJIy re1!giou~, is taught of God, the befl of mallers, 
and will Qave fo,me Qf h,s moft profitable le{folls from his 

, . 
o\vn experience .• 
< Let n1e the rather inp'eat your attention to thils, that 
thofe who are moll: 3pt to difparage piety, are alfo apt to 
fpeak in term~ of high approbation on· the fu~~ea of 
]iteratur~ aIlcl fciel1!;e.-(~:~ferve'- therefore, that trlle reli
giOll ferves botll tq gi\7~ a. man that knowledge \v:hich is 
nece(fuy t~ a miniiler, and todireCl: and turn into :its pro
p~r cllallilel the kno\\11edj~e \vhicll ~e may other~,ife ac
quire. It is an approv~d maxill1 in every fcien<:e, that 
praCtical and eXp'er~l1~ental knowledge far exceeds that 
which is merely fi)eculative; 'at leafi, though the laft may 
make the preltif:'fi {how, the firll is by much to be rrefer. 
red for ute. Any wife man, if he was to go a danQerous , . .,. ., 
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voyage, ,!\,ould readily prefer as his pilot, one who ha4. 
much experience, and had failed often that way himfe1(, 
to one, who had fiudit.l navigation' in the mon perfea 
manner afhore. So, ,~v brethren, every man who re
gards his foul would cho~:r~ for his spiritual gl:lide, one, 
who appears to have the wii:iom to fave his o\vn, and 
would e~:peCt by him to be belt direCl:ed how to avoid the 
rocks and fhelves in his palfage, through thi~ danger9us 
and tenlpefiuous ocean of life. 

But if this maxim tlolds true in other fcience, it hol~s 
yet more firongly in Religion, which cannot be truly 
~nown unlefs it be felt. There is an infeparable con .. 
nexion ,between faith and praCtice, truth and duty; and 
therefore he that is a ftranger to the one, is ignorant of the. 
other. I am not infenfible that a bad man may efpoufe, 
and plead for .a great part of the fyftem of divine truth; 
but as he cannot ~ordiaIly embrace it, fo I am inclined to 
think that he' never'tru1y underfiands it. The ... .t\.pofilc 
Paul declares, that it is only by the Spirit of God which is 
given to every real Chrifiian, and more efpeciaUy to every 
faithful Minifier, that a man i.s enabled to treat rightly of 
divine things, "Now we have receiv,ed, not the Spirit of 
" the world, but the Spirit which is of God, that we might 
" know the things that are freely given to us of 9od; which 
" things we fl"leak, not in the words which maI)'s wifdom 
" teacheth, but which the Holy Ghofl: teacheth, comparing 
" fpirittlal thiNgs with fpiritual. But the nat,ural man re
" ceiveth not the tllings of the Spirit of God, ~for they are 
" foolifilnefs unto hitI1, neither can he kn9w t~b.em, (or they 
" are fpiritually difcerned." As the real.Chrifiian from that 
charaCter is ben difpofed . to fee,k after, fo he is by the 
fame means beft fitted to i1Jll)rove .a~d a)JP1}' his knowle~ge 
of fpiritual thing~. ' 1'his will appear, if we confider \Yhat 
otlght to be tIle great \\'ork of a minifier. He ~ath ~o de) 
chiefly with the hearts and .confciences of his people. Hi~ 
bufinefs is to convi~ce the ungodly.; to awaken the fecure; 
to enlighten the ignori!,nt; to direCt aad ftrengthen the 
weak in tIle faitIl, and in genera~ a.~ a wife phyficial1, to 
aclminifier the meclicine proper to th.e various c,ondition~ 
~nd diforders of his hearers.' Now it l'QUit; at firfi fight, 
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appear, that he who is a fla'anger to the power of goulinefs, 
anc] knows nothing of the flliritual life himft!lf, mull be 
utteriy unfi~ for difcerIling how it thrives, or aOi11ing antI 
promoting it ill uthers. 'fhat man mufi fure1y be mofl 
powerful in fearching, and mofl {·iilful in guillillg tIle con· 
fciences of other~, WllO has been a~cufiomed to exan1ine 
and diretl: his own. 

I only farther obferve upon this particular, that trv\! 
religion will purify, an~ direct into its proper channel, 
the knowledge he may ot1~erwife acquire. lt is a great 
miftake to think, found learning is an enemy to religion, 
and to fuppofe that an ignorant minifiry is the ben or fa
feft. There is no branch of human knowledge of which 
a Divine may not be the better, ot: which a good man will 
not improve to the glory of God and the good of others; 
though fome of them are more important than others; 
and it is neceffary to gi ve to any of them, only fuch pro
portion of our time, llS is confifient with our great and 
principal aim. Now true religion is the great preferva .. 
tive againfl: .miftake or abufe of any kind on this fubjetl. 
A bad man is apt to ftudy, merely to gratify his own £a:1.. 
cy; and. there is a falfe luxury and delicacy in feeding the 
mind as well as the body. A bad man is alfo exceeding
ly prone to intelleCtual pride and felf-fufficiency; than 
which, there is not a vice Llore dangerous in itfelf, or 
more contrary to tIle character of a Minifter of the Ne,,, 
TeHament. But he who is . fanCtified by divine grace, 
as he has every motive to diligence in acquiring know
ledge, fo the lingle purpofe to which he will willi to ap
ply it, is to ferve God in the Gofpel of his Son. 

II. Real religion in a minifter will make him happy 
and chearful, ready and willing to do his duty. 'fhere is 
a great difference between the prompt, and fpeedy obedi
ence of a fervant who loves tlis mailer and his work, and 
the relllCtant labor of him who only deceives him, that he 
may eat of his bread. A truly pious man undertakes the 
office of the minifiry from love to God, with a view to 
promote ilis giory, and what he hath counted his intereft 
ill tIle worl,l: viz. the \velfare of the fou1s of men. An 
unholy miniflor undertakes this employment only a8 a 



trade to earn by, and has it at lean as· his higheft aim td 
promote his own worl(Jly advantaJ!e. It is eaf}' to· fee in 
\vhat a clifferent manner thefe different perrons \\'ilI aCt, 
and iil what different JigJlt they will vie\v the facred dlllies· 
of their fun8ion. He who truly believes the Gofpel and 
loves its Author, will reckorl it his· highefi honor when he 
is called to recomrnend it to the bt:lief t>f others. He wilt 
be apt to teach, and will find a pleafure in carrying his 
me1fc"lge, befides· the reward he expeCts from him who 
employs him, and will undergo with cllearft!!nefs e\7ery 
fatigue he is fubjeaed to, in the execution of hig office. 
On the other hand, he WllO' is aCtuated by a contrary" pr-in
tiplei though lie is obliged, that he may raife his wages, 
in fume fort to do his duty; yet how heavily mull it go 
011, ho\¥ tecliollS antI burthenfonle mufi it be, both in pre. '. 
paration <and performance ? He will count his fervice at 
the altar, and ·his work among his people, as a toil and 
drll(lget}7, atld reckon, all that redeenled time that he can· 
iRve fOr 11imielf, from the duties of llis office. 
. Perhaps it may be thought that ~heir lies a firong 00. 
jeClion againll: this obrervation from experience; as it 
appears that fuch miniflers as have l~a{t of religion, cOm .. 
Jnonly go molt lightly under the charge, and are far front 
feeling. allY bllrthen in \Vl1at is COffilnitted to theln; where
gS the man: piol1s and faithful minifiers feern to have a 
weight upon their fpirits, and flich a concern for the falva. 
tion of their people, as cannot but take much from their 
chearfulnefs in the work to which they ate called. In an~ 
fwer to this, obferve, that an'unfaithful" nlinfier is not eair 
and chcarful becaufe hIS work is agreeable to him, hut 
becaufe he takes as little of it as may· be, and reeks his 
pleafllre mOFe than his duty. Certain it is, that the work 
of the miniHry mnn: be irkfome and unea(y to him that 
believes· not~ e~cept fo far as he makes it fuofervient to 
ambition, and difplays' his own talents when he fhoukl be 
feeding his people;s fouls. Th~s I ·confefs, which the 
apofHe jufUy calls preaching ourfelves, may be abundant. 
ly g·ratif},ing to the nlofi: cortupt heart. Oh the other hand, 
that concern f01" his people which is upon the heart of eve· 
ry faithful pallor, is far from being inconfiilent with the 
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mon foliJ peace and ddirable pleafure ariling from the 
difcharge of 11is dut}r. It is 1ike the exercife of pit}· atl<.l 

companion to the dinrdred, in him, who is aCting Jor their 
relief, \vhicll, tll0Ugil 111 fon1e ftnre painful, is }~et ~ccom
panied with the approbation of God, and confcience, as 
Howing from a rightly difpofed mind, and therefore to be 
cllerifhed and cultivated rather than fupprefft(l. There 
is a time for every good man to mourll, atld a time to re-
joice, and perhaps the one is even more falutary than the 
other; for we are told, that God will appoint Ullto tlleln 
that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty f9r ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment· ofpraise 
for the spirit oj hea."incss. 

III. Real religion in a milliner will make him faith
ful, and impartial, in the difcharge of his truft. The GGd 
in whofe prefence we fiand, and in whore name we fpeak, 
is no refpeCter of perfons, and neither fhould we be in 
doing his work. There is commonly a great variety of 
perfons, of different nations and of different charaCters, 
committed to the infpeCtion of a minifter; the pleafing or 
difpleafing of whom, has a confiderable influence on hi. 
worldlyeafe and interefi. This is a great temptation to 
be unfaithful, an(l often leads to fpeak unto tllem snloolh 
things, and prophtsy deceit; or at leafi, not to deal with 
all that freedom and impartiality, that his duty to God re
quires. In every unregenerate man, worldly intereft in 
one fhaIle or another, eitller vanity or gain, is tIle fuprem.e 
motive of aCtion: and therefore, as mon men are impa
tient of reproof, it cannot be fuppofed, that an llnfanEti. 
fiecl millifier \vill venture to provoke their difpleafure, or 
tel gall tllem \vith unacceptable truths. 1'he favor of the 
great, or the applaufe of the multitude, he certainly will 
ieel(, nlore tllan the eclification of ally. On the other ., 

li1tld, 11e \VllO trllly fearsGod,and believes what he teaches, 
,viII r.~ witll faitllflll11efs and bolc!nefs. lIe will remem. 
l~er tllat if he feeks to pleafe men, he cannot be the fervant 
ofCllri:t. He \vill therefore no fartller obtain, and indeed 
no farther wiih to obtain. their favor, than as a diligent 
difcharge of his duty approves him to their confciences in 
the fight df God; or forces the ~ipprobation of the implr. 

,TeL. II. 41~ 



tial, notwithflanding the refentment of par.icnl.lr offen,]. 
ers. It is onl}· the fear of God, can deJi\-:r ilS trolll the 
fear of Illan. I do not Ilretell(l that all \\"hc tear GO(}, are 
\\-ho))y delivered from it: but Jurc:i}·, IA!U llen, 01l.11 be 
far more under the gOlternment of this filf .. 1 principle. 
Ffhe one may fail occafional1y, the other is corrupted 
wholly. rfhere are two reafons which in( line me parti
cuiarly to infifl 011 that faithfulnefs, which can enly flo\y 
irom trlle piety. 

I. That preaching, in order to be uft:ful mtln be ,'ery 
particular, antI clore, in the applicatioll.. Genera! trtltlls 
and abfiraCt reafoning Ilave little or no illfillence up~n the 
Jlearers, as tIle ignorant call1lot, and the ,,"iIe \,-ill not 
apply thetn to theolfe)\'es. 

2. The other reafon is, that pri\-ate admonition~ an\.l 
perfonal reprocf, are a great part of a rninifler~s duty, and 
a duty that cannot be performed by any Dian, lvho hatll 
not a ilea(l)' regard to tile prefence arid ccnlmar.(l of that 
God, who hath fet him to wakh Jor the fou:s of his p~oplc:', 
as Olie tllat 111Ufi give an account. 

IV. &al religion in a mininer, will m.~ke him acrive, 
arld lal10riclis in his \vork. Diligence is at.[olute)y llecet: 
fary to ti1e right (Jifcllarge of the paflor:ll duties) \,:-Ile

ther public or private. It requIres no fmall attention al~tl 
laborl to feek out fit and acceptal))e \\~or,Js~ as tIle pre3.Cll
er e~prdres it, to fiir up the attention of th! illconiiderate, 
to R\vakel1 fecure, and ccn,-ince ol)li~:-.~te fillllers, to llll

maik:- tIle co\'ere(i 11earts of Il}rpocritl's~ to let rigllt tIle er
ring, and encourage the fearful. An uub!lieving miniJ: 
ter mllfi t1e c~relefs antI flotl1f31. ~s he is lallconcerlltu 
ahollt tIle fllCCerS of [lis \rork, he call110t 11a\-e any great 
COllcerll at)()ut ~llc, nlanner of I)crfornlatlce. But he, \\-110 

belit!ves tIle unlpe,ikable inlportallce of\\-ll;lt he is en1i)io)'
eel about, botll to Il~tnfelf allll to his peo')le, cannot f~\il 
to be diligent.. He knows that he himielf mull anfwer to 
Gotl, for the care IIC Ilas takell of tile fOll ~s conlillitte\.! to 
his char~e; ~nd that if he does not fai.thfuHy warn tht" 
\vicked to turll froln their wal's, tlleir l)lool \\-'ill b~ r(.q~i. 
red at i1is Ilant.l. 
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O~. ~ DIy brethren, \\'hat a firiking confitleration is tl~jsJ 
to filj~poie ourJei\"t~s jllterro~.lted b~" tile SUllre!lle JuJ~e. 
COI1CC:flli!lg e\-er)· tillll~r ullder our charge? J)id }·ou c.:ar
neftI}· \\-arn lilis ullllappy fou)~ by earneft e-xhortations in 
pablic1 and by 1erious atteaionate expofiulations in pri
'la(~, to cOllfider his "tays? It is all eafy tilillg" b}· :\ I'ar
tial, or curfory pertormal1ce of our duty, to (creell Ol.r
fcl\"cs frOlll tile cenfure of our feJlo\\".nltn; but to fi,ll'll 
at the judglnent feat of Chrifi, and allf\\~t:r Ulere for Olar 

diliRellCt!~ is a lnore a\\,.till trial. 
"-ill not aifo a concern for his people's interefi, ani. 

m.ltt! a pious Illinifier to diligence? If he is trt:)y piOllS, 

as he loves God, he loves his brother alio. 1'he Apoftle 
- Paul fays~ A:nq.:ring tkn10re tht urror ~ tb~ Lord, ~,',' 

p(TsUiUk mt:ll. If a Inan in good earneft belien!s that 
evcr)allillg mijery mutt be the portioll of all \\')10 die in an 
llnrene\\"e<l nate, what pains \~ill he not take, to I)re,'"ent 
fillllers from gOitlg to that pJ~ce of tormellt ? 

Olle \\1tho could fee a ftllo\\:".creatt-tre, in the rage of a 
fe\~er~ Tufilirlg to the brillk oi' a precipice, and 110t reilrelitl 
hilll, \;'Olll,1 ;:1!111n(ler laflillg illfarny_ 1\Iuil not the fanle 
comptill0n nw\"c! the heart of a f~rious pedon, who tees 
l,is f~liu\\' .. fillilers goillg lllil1ll,iold to t:le pit of per!liti
OIl? 

It is tlleir not heli~viJl~ ther~ tllj!)~S\ thlt mAkes them 
fo t~~\r!ers ill fitlllil1g; if)'ou trtl!i~ b~lieve li.em, \\~ill }'OU 

llct lll~\kc! all eiI~)rt to :-t:arlil tilelll? ·fhere are 110 C10-

tives like tllcfc to <}i.!i6t!l)cc:-lle tilat lklie\'es \\~ill ecruill. 
i): f11eak. 

, •• III tIle 1:ltt l}lace, real religion \\·ill nlake a Inillint~r 
fllccefsful ill llis '\;ork. rr'llis it (i<.tes .. l10lh as it fits hiln 
iJr (loill~ Ilis (ll1t)' to Ilis p~op!e, \vhicil i13S l)een ilillftra. 
t~\.l above, allu as it a(l~is ~o his I)rc!cel)t~ lb~ jOI'Ct 0..( his r.~·
Cl!!/a!c'.. ~'ir!i. it makt!s Ilinl fuccefsful as it fits hi!n for 
his"dulY. It is true indeed, that God only can gi\:e the 
h:d!lil~ UpOi\ a miniiler's labors, and that he can f~l\'e by 
lll]tl~·, ,.,r l)}' fe\r" l))~ the \\'eal~e'l, as \\'cll as b)' tIle ablell 
ill:irlaU1Ctlt: )·~t \\'e ft:c frOlll cXperiel1Ce, th:"t ill all or
~l! llary ciiIt:s, he proporticns the fuc(c!s, to t! Ie proprid y ~ 
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or fufliciency of the means. Neither is there any furer 
mark that God inten(ls efftBllal benefit to any part of the 
\vorld, or the church, tllan \\·hen he raifes aIle} commil: 
fions men, en1inentl}'" qt1alified, to plead his caufe. Tllt:re-
1ore, real piety, even in tllis rtfpecl, contribtltes to a mi. 
nitler's fuccers. If c.liliJ.!ellce in all other things prccluces 
fuccers, it murt be fo a1[0 in the miniftry. If he tllat )a}'s 
out 11is ground \vitil the greateft juclgn1ent, prepares. all(! 

drefies it \vith tIle greate(t care, 11as tIle mort plentiful 
crop: if tIle filel)llercl that \\'aits mort cliligentl)l llpon his 
flock, feeds tllem ill tile beft pailure, a11d lea(ls then} to 
the fafefi fhelter, lIas tIle mofl increafe; then that nlinif
ter, who does his dl:lty molt wifely, and moil powerful1y, 
\\'"il1 alfo fee nlofi of tIle fruit of Ilis labors. 

B~t real, antillnallt:ct€d, )7ct \'"ifil1}e feriol~fllefs, has alfo 
its o\vn proper aclllitional illfiUtl1Ce on a minifler's fuccefs. 
An apparent and vifiblc impreffion upon the fpeaker's 
nlirld, of \\ihat he fays, gi,'es it all il1expreflible \~leight 
with the hearers. There is a piercing heat, a penetratiAi~ 
force, in that \Vllich tl0\vs from the heart, \\ Jlicll (lit1in
guifhes it not onI}' fronl tIle coldnefs of indifference, but 
alfo, fronl the falfe fire of enthufiafm or vain glory. Be
fides all this, the exalnple of a pious lnilliller, is a con
fiallt itlfiruB:ion to llis peopl~. It ratifies his doEtril1e, 
while he not only charges them to do what he fays, but to 
be \vhat h~ is. Fl'llis \viII receive nlucll illufiration from 
its country. 

A minifier who has a care1ers, untender walk, defeats, 
by llis life, the il1tellt of his 1)reacI1illg. Though in rea
fOil, it cannot jllflit}l ally one in cliiobeying \,fholefonle in
firuCtions, that the infirutlor delpiles them himfelf; yet 
it is one of the moll COmlTIOn excllf~s metl make for them
felvt:s, anli few excllfes ieeln to fet their confciences more 
at cafe. Loofe and careltJs perfons think themfelves quite 
at libert}y to (l~rpire tIle reproofs of tl1eir pallor, if, \v11ile he 
teache~ others1 he teaches not hinlfelf. 

Nay, n,)t only is it tllllS \vitIl tIle profal1e, but even 
t110fe \vho llave the greatefl regarc} for religiol1., are nut fo 
n1Uch af1~aed with tbe fame truths, wben i'poken by one 
they think indiBt'rellt about them, as when fpGken by 
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one \\'ho feems to feel \\'hat he fpeaks, and \vho lives as 
he teaches.-

Experience greatly confirms the whole of this reafon. 
ing-for W}lere\·er an eminerltly piOlJS minifler has lived, 
and labored long, there is commonly to be found the moft 
kno\\'ing, feriolls, fotJer-mill(led, al1d judicious people; 
nay, the "ery memory of ruch a miniUer, is often long 
continued, "fter he is gone, and his exampb is propofed 
b}' his hearers, to their chili:}ren's t;hi)(lren. 

From all thefe confiderations, I conclude, that the moft 
important qualification of a good minifier, is to be a be. 
liecving preacher, and that if he faves his own 'au), he 
will be the probable mean of faving them that hear him. 

I proceed now, to make fome improvement of the fub. 
jeCt. 

Re\1erend fathers and brethren, 
As \\te \vould \\'ifil our l)eople to do, let us take l1eed 

ho\v \ve hear, allel m~ke a faithful application to ourfelves, 
of what hath been faid upon the fubjetl. Let it engage us 
to a ferious examination of ourfelves, left while we preach 
the gofpel to others, we ourfelves fhould be reprobates. 
This ought to be the fubjetl of our frequent and ferious 
t11ol1g11ts, for fevera] reaions. '\7 e are in danger of think
ing ollrleI\1es too eafil}1 fafe, b}? comparing that out\\'ard 
regularity, to which our office it{eIt~ even from fecular 
n10tives, obliges lIS, \vitl} tIle licentious extravagance of 
})rOfaI1e finIlers. ,,7 e are in danger of mifiaking our fre. 
(luent thinking and fr)eaking of tIle tllings of God, in the 
,vay of Ollr calling, for an evidence of true religion in our. 
felves. 'Ve may al~o, perhaps, mifiake tllOfe gifts with 
\Vllicll God Ilatll furlliihed us, for tIle bellefit of his own 
people, as the frllits of tile fpirit, and of gracious difpofi. 
iiollS in our heartz. A minifler is as much liable to felf. 
(lcceit as otl1ers, alld in fonle refpeas, n10re f(). \\7' e have 
tllerefore muell need, oftetl to n)al~e trial of our ftate, as 
well as to give all diligence, to make our calling and dec
t~Oil fure. 

But let us beware of imagining, that this difcourfe is 
0111yT applicable to fllch, as 11ave 110 real faith in Chrift. 
God forb!u that there w~re ,my minifter among us, a com. 
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plete unbeliever, counting the Gofpel a fable. But faith, 
and e\'"ery other gracious difpofition grafte.d upon it, are 
capable of nlany degrees of inlprovelnent and firengtJl; 
and in proportion to the firength of our faith, anrl the im
preffion we have of divine things, will be our diligence, 
and confequentlyour fuccefs, in the work of the miniftry. 
Let us therefore im!)ref~ our millets, with a nlore and nlore 
lively fenre! of the important truths which '."e teach and 
bear. Let us not fiarve ourfelves, \vhile \\"e are fet:ding 
others: but findy to arrive at a greater clegree of love to 
God, and delight in him, a greater cOIlformity to his blef
fed image, in purity of heart, and integrity of life. Let 
us in a fpecial manner, ftudy to attain to .more and more 
intimate communion with God in fecret, whicll is the fign 
of our dependance upon him, and the very- exercife of 
love to him, which is the mean of conflancy, and the 
(ouree of joy in religion. 

Above all, let us ret our afFeCl:ions upon the tllings that 
are above, \vhere our Redeelner fits at his Father's right 
hand. As our profeffion is to be pilgrims and firangers 
in the earth, to live by faith, and llot by fight, let us fiudy 
to raife our hopes of, and deiire after, tIle heavenly illhe
ritance. By lhis we filall not 0111y belie\re, but kll0\V 

and feel the vallle of trlle religion, which cannot fail to 
mal~e us diligent in feeking the good of others. 

Oh! my brethren, what reafon have we to be ill\Vard
ly alliame(l at the weaknefs of our faith, and the coldnefs 
of our love, as they thow themfelves, by our indifference 
in the duties of our office? We are of tell ready, both to 
cOlnplain, and w.onder that our hearers are fo little affeCt
ell with the moll: a\vful confiderations, that they ca.I1 11ear 
lvith indifference of everlalling 11aPI)inefs, and iet without 
fear under the denunciations of eternal \vratll: that \ve 
cannot perfllade them, it is of i01portance to think what 
fuall becolne of them forever. But is it not alfo to be 
wonclered at, that vIe ourfelves can often fpeak of tlle[e 
tllings with [0 little emotion? Can we ever be fufficiel!t .. 

• 

ly affected \vith tIle danger of our hearers, wllen \ve confi. 
der, that we mufl either fave them by convincing and 
converting them now, or deliver our own fouls, by wit. 



neffing, jufiifying, and perhaps pleading for their condema 

l1aticn at the Iafi day? Ho\\'ever plain and fiml)le theft: 
trllths are, of the final jtldgment of minifiers and people, 
they are quite Ul1fathonlclble ill tJleir meaning alld ililpor
tlnce to both. It is firange that \\·e can thillk of tllcm 
\\9ithollt tile deepeR con(:ern, or even fpeak of them \\"ith
out tears. 

Let us pray that the Lord would increafe our faith, that 
11elievirlg ,¥e may fpeak, and that our 1peech may be with 
fuch efficacy, by ~he b!efling of God, as many finners may 
be thereby brougllt to f!verlafiing life; that W~ lJlay ap
I)rove ourfelves to him t]1at fent us; and that when Chrift 
the chief {h~pherd filalla.ppear, we nla}' recei,"e a cro\\'n of 
glor}" that fadeth not a\v·12.p

• 
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-tHE SUCCESS or THE GOSPEL ENTIRELY or GOD. 

SERMON 44~ 

..... .-.. -
• 

# 

1 CORINTHIANS iii. 5, 6, 'f." 

Jf7l0 then is Paul, and 'wh"o is Apollos, hut ministet's hy whom 
ye helieved, t'iell as the' Lord gafJe. to every 1nan? I hafJt 
plallted, _4.polJos u~atered; but God gave the increase. Sf) 
tlle;l, 11,ither is he that plalltet/I, any t!ling, 11eitller he thaC 
wateieth; hut God that givellJ tile ill-Crease. 

I" HAVE been l€d to the choice of this fubjetl:, by that dif
penfation of Providence, which, though contrary to all 

hllnlan probability, hath brought me to this ne·N charge of 
prefiding over the infl:rtltl:ion of youth, in the liberal arts. 
I find alfo that in the COllrfe of my attendance on it, 1 
fuall have frequent opportunities of preaching the glori
ous gofpel of the bleffed God to you, of this cOllgregation 
and neighborhood. Let me therefore beg your attention 
to the intlruCtive paffage which I have juft now read, that 
both teachers and fcholars, millifiers and hearers, may 
preferve a juft fenfe of their relation to one another, and 
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the common relation \ ... ·e all nand in to God. And parti~ 
cularly that in tIle (liic:harge of our nlutual duty of prt!ach
iog and hearillg, \\'e filay llreferve on our mincls, a deep 
fenfe of our <lependallce on fllperior ilrtl1f!tll, al1u nlay 
look for a bleffing from the Father of lights, from whom 
alone it cal1 l)oiljbl)=- tlO\\? 

. The text of itielf (111(1 in{lepen!ient of its connexion, is 
fo full of ufeful nl~ttert tilat I all) ul1\villing to fpel1d }'0Ur 
time by a ]on~ llc(luaioll of tIle particular circumflances of 
the cllurch of (~orilltll, \\'bicil led the apoftle to exprefs 
11imfelf in the lanb~age contail1eo ill it. Let it fllffice tllcre
fore to obferve J tllat a fpirit of pri<.Je antI faction prevailed 
\~er)· mllch in that cljurcll~ \\'11ich ha~l rent tllem into par. 
ties, denolllil1ate(1 frolll tilis, or tIle otller l)rincipal teacller 
who was, or llad been alnong the111.. r!'hus il1 tIle 12 tIl 
verfe of the firft chapter, h N-ow tbis I fay that everyone 
u of you faith I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of 
" Cepha.q, ancl I of Chrift," aIlcl in tIle verJ~ Ilnn-.e(iiately 
preceding the text, U For while one l~lith I am of Paul, 
., and allother, I am of Apo!los, are }~e not carllal ?', 
Pollibly th~ con\~erts from 3111011g the Jt"~S COllnted tllem
ielves the (lifcil)les of l~eter, ancll)efd 11ilU in tIle higheft 
efteem, \vhile ,110fe of the Gelltiles flJ}>ported the 11an1e alld 
credit of tIle a.pofile Pall1, \\'}10 fir!l plaIlte(1 tl1e chrifiian 
faith among tIle idolatrous 11eathens, alld fJerllil ps otllers 
\vho\\:-ere nlllcil addicted to IearlliI1g,111{1 I)hilolo))h)" admir
ed, and extollecl tIle eloqllellce of Apollos. All(l }Ttt after 
all, perhaps tI1e fierce aild uncl1rillian contentions that pre .. 
vailed ill that Chtlrch, \vere not o\'ving to tlleir divicled at
tachlnent to particular aI)oflles, but to the ambitiollS and 
COITtlpt teac}lers, \Vllicll \vere amollg themrelves. If tllis 
was tIle cafe, tIle al)o11le Paul ollly mentiollecl 11imfelt~ 
.. ,,#\.pollos ancl C~l)}las, b}1 \\:a}' of fUI)pofition, infieacl of Ila

millg tIle gllilt}, llea(ls of tIle contell(l illg })arties, tllat the re-
'proof being adminillered with [0 much prudence and.~ ___ 
licacy, 111igllt l1t! carriecl 110me ,\TitI1 tIle gr~ater evi(ie!lCe 
and torce. This interpretation receives a good deal of 
countenal1ce frOIll wllat \ve fi11cl in cJ1ap. iv. 6. "AI1tl 
" tllefe t11ings bretllrell, I ha\7e ill a figure translerrccl to 
" myfelf, ,md to Apollos, for your fak~; that ye might learn 
" "- ... 
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" in us, not to t;lirlk of mCll at)(l\'e t}11t ¥.~hich is ,',·ritten, 
" tllat no Olle of }·Otl 11~ jl:1tl:.llllp for Olle agaillfl atlotller." 

Such a (li\'ifioll ancl ftlctious tenlpt:r <loes illfillite Illii: 
chief \",here\ler it !)revaiJs. It proct:~·ds from pt:opJe~s 
beillg nluch tlllder the pO\\9cr of a c~rll~lI milld, 31111 ex
!:eedingly increaft:s carnality by that en"y, tlrife, amI dilli. 
mulation, \\ 11ich it al\vays produces. But the Clli~f \\1ay 
in \\~llich it hinders the fuccefs of tIle gofpel is, b)' leacli])g 
men into the fatal miflake of feeking or expeClillg to find 
in Ininifiers \\'hat call OIl)}' IJe hacl in God, or afcriLlillg to 
infiruments an(l ft,·vants, what;s (lue only to tlleir Lord 
and mailer. \Vould you perceive the greatnels of this fiu ? 
It is facrilegioufly robbillg God of his own hOllor and gJo
ry, in order to invel1 a \~·eak finful creature \~~ith tIle fa-
cred fpoils. ," .. 

I only add one other preliminary remark. 'Y ou nlay 
fee the· perf~Ct confifit:ncy and propriety of the aponIe's 
conduCt, accordil1g to the different circumfiances in 
which he \\'IS engaged, For this purpofe \I:e mull com
pare his eXllreffiolls -here, with tllofe uied by' him \,-hell at
telllpts ,\;-ere nlatle to'leflen his charaCter, and (letract 
froIll the {lignit}? of llis office, as all apofile of Chrift. On 
thefe occafions 11e flle"~S, tllat )~e ktlO\\"S VeT}' \\-·ell \\I'hat 
belonge<.l to 11is fiation ill tile cJ1l1rcJl, all (I is fo far from 
fpeal,-ing of 11imfelf ill afl~tttt:l liraills of hunlilit}·, that he 
freely Villclicates 11is 0\1;11 C011tlutt, al1{} magnifies the ho
norable truii tllat \\"a3 coml11ittcfl to hiln l)v llis Saviour • 

.I 

ch:lp. ix. verie I, 2. ".1\01 I 11()t all apof(le? arn I Ilot 
" free? have I not fcen Jefus Chri!l: our Lord? are not 
,~ ye my \\Tork in tl}c I_~or(l ? If I be not an apoflle to 

- "otllers, yet cloubtlefs I ;1.111 to }'Oll: for tIle feal of mine 
" apofile1hip are ye in the Lord." l'hus the apoHIe (peaks 
in vindication of his authmoity, when unjuilly attacked. 
But \vhell the qudiion is changed, and lome are dilpofed 
to extol llim or ally otllCi"', to tile prejudice of 11is Lord 
311(1 nlalier, lle change~ his ftile too, al1d fj1eaks in tile 
I1tlflllJlefl matlller of llilllf~lt: and any thillg Ile hatl con
tribute(l 01" could COl1tribute to t11c fuccefs of tIle gofpel. 
f».s a t~litllflll fervant 11e could 110t en(]ure tlllt any· flloul(l 
put him in his n1afler's place, and reject \';i:h indigna. 
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tion all that t-Ufe hcnor \\-hich flo\~~1 onlv from the mit: 
<# 

takes and \veaknefs of his lcllow chril jans. 
In this as in ma:lY other infiant:es~ the occafional di

reCticns given to the tlitTerent chrif:ian Chl!rches~ in the 
early ages carT}" the moil inlportant a ld ufefu) atllllOllltiollS 

to us who live in the latter days. r rom the paif.1J!e ~. 
fore us, we ]~arn L~3t millillers IhOlIJt! conlill~r tllen,:~I\"es, 
and be conftJered by their people, a i entirdy fuburdin::te 
to G(>,.1, and expecl affifiance in tJl~ir lat)\)fS, al,d f"'eeeis ill 
their endeavors,·· .. bl)~y fTI)m hinlJelf: '\lla( I fllrtht"r pro
P'>ie~ in dependence 011 divine gnCt\ is tirli to iIIunrate 
and fupport the propt>fition juft now laid down, and then 
to make a pratlical improvement of the fu!j-.:a. for your 
inllrutlion and direaion. 

I. F'irft thee, I am to iUufirate ard fupport this propo
fition, 1'hat minifiers ought to conhl~r themJelves, and 
to be confideretl by tht"ir people, :i~ entirdy flbonlin:.te 
t9 God, alld t:xpea aflitlance ill their laoors, and fucclfs 
in their cndea\'ors, only from himftlf. lil the courfe of 
this illuftn.lion, it is my intention, it once, to point out 
the meaning and import of the propo ition, and to eftablifh 
its truth fronl fcripture and experien.:e. For this purpofe 
I beg }~our atteotiOll to the follc\\'"ing obrervaticns. 

1. The fuccefs of the gofpel depertis wholly upon Goel, 
and to hint" alone rouf} the glory of it be afcnbed, as it is 
he, who not only fends and emplo}'s, but who fumi1hes 
and qualifies all, whom he: emplo} s for promoting his 
fervice. He not only gives the commiffion to undertake, 
but he imparts the ability to diiCh;trge the trufi. This 
truth is manifefily included in the ap.>fUe's worus .. u 'Vho 
" then is Paul, and who is Apol1os\ but mininers by whonl 
" ye believed, e\ren as tIle Lord gav! to e\:ery lllan ?~) Hi! 

cOl1fiders hin-lfelf and olilers, 011)\· 3:. nlinifiers, tll~lt is, as 
iervants fuhjt:8: to the direCtion" anli author;ty of Chritl 
their LoT(I al1d olafter, Ullto \VhOnl 1 !ley are to l)e illftru
mental in catT}1ting Oil t!le con\~erfiOll of fillllers, 311G the 
edificatioll all() conlfort of bclie\'ers. rl~l}is filllilitude 
however of itielf, does not fully con.t' up to the trmh the 
apolUe \\~oulJ illCull:ate. A Illtltl '.\'110 is but a ft~r\·ant, 

• 
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~d tloes e\-ery thing bj· the 3utlloritY9 and under the di
reaion of his mlfter, may yet have real and juft ground, 
lor valuil1~ hlmfelf UPOll "'hat he periorms; ill cafe, fer in
tt3.nce he is porrdfed of uncommon talents, and an extra
QrJillary capacit}-, to do llis ~'ork to the beft ad\'antage, on 
this fllppol:tiol1, lle is a treafure to his m:lfter, the fuccefs 
of \\"hoi~ direClion nlay in a great meafure be alcribed to 
the lervalll's {kill al1d ability in the execution. Bllt to 

• 

exclu(le eve1]1t pretence of this fort, the apoitle fubjoins 
what llrings the allllfion fully up (0 his purpole ; " even 
" as the Lord gave to every man." l\linii'iers are not 
ollly fervants l but their very capacity and ability to ierve 
Go~l are received frOln hilnfelf.. \vho divides to e\ltery man 
feverally, as he \~till. FroiD this it is evident, that the glo
ry 311d honor of the \\'hole \,"ork, and !he fuccers of every 
particular fervant employed !Il it, i5 entireiy owing to 
Chriti their great Lord and marter, ). Cor. i\~. f. "For \Vho 
" olaketh thee to differ from another? and \vhat haft tholl 
" that thou tiitlJt not recei\-e! now if thou didft receive 
" it, \vhy <loft tllOU glory a~ if thou hadft not received it ?', 

Let us, nly brethren, confider and dwell upon this truth 
a little, for it i~ full of i~ttruai9n, both to minifters and 
lleople. ·That ~e may view it with the greater clearnefs 
and precifion, let me obferye, th:lt there are tW9 diftinB: 
kinds of qualities" which are each in their place, of great 
inlportallce on the ","ork of tIle nliniftr}~. (~.) The en
dO\~nlent~ of the mind, \vhether original and natural, or 
acqu:red by iuduftry; thefe laft being only the former inl
proved and perfeCled by education and exercife. (.1.) 
lIoly (l!:pofltions, \\·hich ar~ of the ~tmofi importance and 
neceffit} .. , to ttlrn the other into their proper channel, and 
to give them force and influence in the application. Now 
both the;e are equally and entirely the gilt of God, the 
firil ~ill,~ indeed ill J~ril)tl)re moll commolll}~. in all their 
~xtent and di,-erfity, called ~ifts; but the others are the 
eficd of the gracious and fanaify~ng influence of the floly 
Gl:oft. 

(I.) All t~le en(lO\\"nlents of mind, \\9Jlicll fit a man for 
common or fpecial f~rvice, are the gift of God. '\Yhat. 
c:\:er cap=tcity of talents, whatc\\;r natural advantages of 
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any kind, miniflers enjoy, it is plain, that they received 
them from God, and depend upon him for the continuance 
and ufe of them. lIe only endow~ them with knowJt=dge 
and con1prellt:l1fioll, to Ull(lerfiat1c.l Ills filcrc(l trutlls: II~ 
only endows them with the talent of fpeaking wtll, and 
enables them to communicate tht.:ir knowledge to others, . ~ . 
111 an agreeal)Je nnll accel)tai)lc n~all!!er, J~~xo(l. lV. 11, 11 • 

• , Anti the LOTe} i~l;(l llnto J1im, "~ho Ilatl1 ma~le lnal1's 
" moutll ? or \\'ho Ina~:etIl tlle (ltlOlll, or (leat~ or tIle i~t:ing, 

t..: 

" or tl1e t,li11cl? have 110t I tIle l~ord? No\\r th~rf:fore go, 
" and I \vill be with tilY mOtltll, and teach t}lce \\illat thou ., , 

" fhalt fay," There is fomething very noble, as wen as 
inftruCl:ive in thele pa{fa~es of fcripture, which reprefent 
even the ikill of the tradefmen to be employed in adorning 
the vifible f~mauary, as the gift' of God, and the infpi
)"ation of his Ij)irit. Exod. xxxi. I, 2, 3, 4. " .. A.nd 
CI. the Lord fpake unto 1\:lofes, L'\ying, fee, I have called 
" by name, Bezaleel, the fon of Uri, the fonof Hur, of 
" the tribe of Judah: and I have filled him with the fpirit 
" of God, in williom, and in underfianding, and in know
"ledge, and in all manner of workmanlhi p~ to devife 
,~ cunlling \vorks, to \vork in gold, al1d in filver, aucl in 
'. brafs." And again, Exoel. xxxvi. I. U Then wrought 
" Ikzaleel and .Aholiah, and every wife-hearted man, in 
" whom the Lord put wifdom and underfianding, to know 
'" 110\V to \vork all l11al1ner of \\:,ork for tIle f(:!Tvice of the 
" fanCt:uary, according to all that the Lord had com .. 
" mandetl." 

Further, as it is the infpiration of the Almighty, that 
giveth underftanding both in a general and compara
tive view, fo the improvement of natural parts by ac
quired learning, is no lefs to be afcribed to him. As he 
gives the difpofition and ability, fo it is he who by the 
courie of his provitl~nce furnifhes the means, and prefents 
the 0Pllortullity of tnakillg IJrogrefs. Let hUlnan efiorts 
be \\'ilat tlley· \viII, if God (10 not iinile tlpOll them, they 
\vill infallibly be blafied. An an feeing and fovereign God 
has (letermined tIle tilnes tlefore aIJ}10iI1te(l, anc} tIle 
boun(ls of Ollr l)a11itation, al1{1 every l1erfoll \vho \\·,ill f~
rioufiy reflect, may be fenfible how all his purpofcs have 
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been controtllcu 311\.1 over-rulctl b}' t!lC in''"ifil)le tlirctlion 
of tIlt! great l)iti)'J!er or t!\'t:f}" e\-CJlt, \r~~o 11Jtil l)oillttll out 
the I)atns ill \v!lich 11c! \vas to \'·~ll~. 

(2.) Ld us alJo remt;m~)\.:r) that it is Goo who entlows 
his mi'litters ,-,-itl1 tllt:ir bri~'11tcI! Ofil:lIllents, \·iz. i101y 
all(l gracious (ii111ofitiolls, \\·hich fr:r\-e to turll tll~ir otJler 
talents illto tIle proper cllanllel, tlJl(1 to g!ve tllem force 
all(} itltlllcnce in tIlt: 3}1111icatlo11. I alll ft:llfible, nly bre
tlll·en, that gifts may be conJlder~t! as more afliliant to the 
being of tht: millifiry, than e,oen grace it!i:U: \,. e jufily 
renounce th~ pVj)ifh tloClrine, that the efficacy of ~he !acra
nlellts, or otllcr ol\.lil1allces, (lel)enlls UrOl1 tJle intcntioll 
or ill\Var(1 ft ~lte of tIle a\.l!ll:lliflr~ltor. III Ol)pofition to th:s 
tIle Auctnbl}"s Silorter C:ateclliflll (~) .. s jufi!}", " tIle iacra
" ments, (and it is equally true of every other ordinance) 
" become effetl:ual to fal\'atioll, not frOll) an,,~ ,"irtue in -
" them, nor in him that d?th adminifler them, but only 
h by the bleiling of Chrill, and the working of his fpirit in 
" tllell1, that b}- faitll recei\re them." A ll)·l)ocrite call1lot 
be a f'lithful, but 11e may be in fome degree a 1uccefsful mi. 
nifter. I am pe:rfuac.led there are not a re\V no'~\" ill heaven" 
'\1ho \vere con\7erted alld edifiell bv tIle nliniflry of thole 

~ . 
\\tho have taken IIp their abocle in the I)lace of torment; 
an a \\rful refleciion tllis irlclec(l, to tl!c, 'e \\'"ho are intruft
ed with the office of the miniHry. It brings ~o my mind 
a faying of an eminent and pious writer. ~Iinifiers arc 
in as great dan.ser of dt!ccivin~ themieln!s as others, and 
in forne refl)cB:s greater, for tl1ey Illay be ~lJ)t to miilake 
their readinefs in thinking and f)leaking of holy things, 
al1d thole gifts \\:-llic11 God be!lo\\~s U})Oll tIler11, for the be. 
nefit of his choren, for the fruit and cviu~nce of gracious 
difpofitiollS ill their o'\~n 11~arts. 

But llot\\ritllfialldiilg ali tliis; it is t)e~?()!l~l all contro\~er
fy, that ont! of tile n10ll efielltiallluul:flcatiol)s of a gooll 
r~liniller is, tll:lt he l~~ a goo(l rriln. It is a \~er)' llif11cult, 
as \vell as it is a \Tcr}' llre~ldful tllillg, to prLa..:Il all \111-

k110\\'n Sa\~iour. Bllt \Vllere tIle lo\-e of (~Ilrifi (l\\·cJls 
and reigtlS ill tl1e heart, it gives fnell attaclllllent to 11i:; 
call1~, fo 111\IC11 ]o\·c to 11:S l)eople, fa IllllC}l clearllcfs ar.(l 
,omprehenfion ill undt;rfiall(.ling his; tn.!tLs: 10 great \\':1-
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lingnefs, or rather defire to communicate them, a·s c-ail~ 
not fajl to have the greateR influence on a minifier's dili." 
gence, and at the fame time gives reafon to hope that he 
win fpeak from faith tb faith. Thu'S· the apoftle expref. 
fes himfelf, 2 Cor. i\,. 13. "'Ve having the fame fpirit 
" of faith, according as it is written, I have believe(l, 
" therefore ba\'e I ~poken: we alfo believe, and therefore 
., foeak." , . 

Now to whom is a minifter indebted fot his· holy dif .. 
pofitions? "'110 implanted in him that love to Chrift~ 
which infpires him with zeal and fidelity in his fervice ?-

-Take the allfwer in the \\~ords of the apofile, 1 Cor. il". 
5, 6. u For we preach not ourfelves, but Chrifi Jefus 
&& our Lord; and ourfe1ves your fervants for Jefhs' fake. 
I~ For God \vIlO commanded the light to thine out of 
"Zdarknefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of 
&C the ko?wledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus' 
"Chrift.') It ,vas the power of God that brought him 
again from the dead, and it is by the fpirit of God dweJling 
in him, that he is dail)· fanaified and en~b)ed t~ adorn 
the tlot1rine of God, his' Saviour, in all things. So tba t 
t~e fire of llis minifiratiuns, and the light of his example, 
and the joint influence of both, are to be ultimately refer. 
red, and \\:ill by him be t110ft \villingly and thankfulty at
tributed to the power and grace of God, his Redeemer, of 
whore ftllners \\·c all h(\~~(: received, alld grace for grace~ 

2. But in the f~cond place, the fucceis of the gofpel de
pends entireIr on God, as it is he who gives efficacy to 
the inflrl18ions, even of the molt eminent and heft qua
lified Dlinifiers, by the immediate fll perliatural ope:-ation 
of his fpirit and grace. Let us fuppo:e a nlillifier clldued 
with the fanen natural parts, and thefe improved and cuI. 
tivated, by all the advantages of human learning. Let 
him have the moll acute and penetrating genius, the mof! 
lively imaginatioll, the 01011: folic} judgment, t}1e moll: 
cbarming and perfuafi\'e eloqu~nce; in fine, let him have 
,\"hat alone is cf Inore value tllan all t!lefe, all emiIlently 
pious an<l devout heart. '\"itll fo nlany a(l\-antages Ile 
1hal1 not be able to make one fil1.Cere COll\'ert, ull]efs al
mighty God be pl~aled to op.:n the way by his divine 
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trarc illto tIle l1carts and c()nr(~j~llces of the fillner. It 
)~ Ilut thell lilert:ly b}' fllrnifhifJg tIle l)roper .lleans alld by 
tile (lifpofiti(~ll of Il~S providt:nce, gi\9illg tllt:m all opportu
nity vI' exerting tlltir illfiuCI1CC::, tllat God prOlllottS the rue. 
ceis of lIle gofpel, but 11)· all imlltelliatc anti 110\\'crful 
~gency, dinintt from, and fupt!rior to every fecond caufe. 

1 have endeavoured to exprefs ti'lis \~;itll the greatt!fl rul. 
ners, and tIle greatefl clearntfs, as a truth of tIle utlnofl: 
importance. \V hile we believe the ufe anu neceffity of 
llleans and fecond caufes, we ought never to feparate them 
jj·om, or forget their fubordination to God. 1'here can 
Il~rdly be a nobl{!r illuflration of this truth .. than the apar
tIe 11&1S givell 11S ill the text, b}' a llatural fimilitude. "I
'- have planted,': Jays he, " Apoll05 watered, but God 
" gave the increafe." His exprdIJ.ons are taken from 
hufbandry, or gardening, which is a particular branch of 
it. By an allufion to thefe arts, he e.xplains his fubjeCt 
in a manner level to the capa:;ity of every thinking per. 
fan. rrhe hufbJ.:ltiman or gar lener may manure, dig ~p 
&\11<.1 mello\v tIle foil; lle Inay ,O\V his feed, alld urefs his 
field \v itll the greatc:il diligellce and care: but \\·hat a lit
tle way has he gone, or rather indeed he hath not fo much 
~s begun tIlt! gre,lt procers of grow til aIlcl vegetation, that 
dJ.ily miracle, may I not call it, before our eyes. IIow 
111allJ' thillgS II1U!i lleceffarily cOIlcur, \\·hicll are beyond 
the reach of his power? the enlivening heat of the fun, 
tIle refrc:!lling (}cws and rain frem the botti~s of hea\'en, 
arc \vhol1y' under the direCliotl and difr)ofal of the omJli. 
}lotent JellO\yah. CallIlot he, \Vhell he ~Jill, mal,e the Ilea· 
\~cllS (l\ter )'our Il~,\tlS as brafs, and the earth ullder your 
ted as iron? N.lY, not only to) but the power of growing 
in the ft!ed, by firiking out its roots, and opening its bud, 
~Il(l tIle llatural tlifi)ofition in the earth to nourifll it, are 
llcri\'ed llot irom any virtue inllerellt 111 tIle thillgs tllem
f.:kes, but only from th:lt almighty word, u Let the elrth 
(, l)ril1J fortl1 creta}. tree bearing frtlit, and every herb 
,. ll~JriI1J l~ed after its killd." Jufi fo in that fpiritual 
Illlfb,II1(lry, of which the ~pufi!~ is fi)eakinl, mininers 
1111}7 fo\\· tIle gO{)ll 1e~\.1 of t11e \,·orll of C;o\.l, bllt it is 11is 
t)\rn rr~r~).sltin: to gin! it a rt';!en~rating and fan~tif)'in~ 
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efficacy, anJ make it prodeClive of faith in the heart, and 
goo(1 works ill the life. l\'linifters may COlltinue to 'va· 
ter tl1e feed already iawn, with fuitable inftrllaions an{l 
exhortations, and the diligent ufe of all tl10fe n1eallS which 
God hath appointed for the eflablifhment and growth of 
believers: but it is Oilly tIle influence of his own fpirit 
that makes thefe means l)roduflive of tIle defirecl effeCt. 
Therefore the apofile concludes, in language drawn from 
the finliJitude, !., So then lleither is lle that 1)Iantetl1 
4' any tIling, neither he t]lat \\ratereth·, btlt God t11at giVe 
" eth the increafe. " 

This important truth, lny brethrer., is capable of a very 
full an~ clear proof from the facred oracles. Every thing 
we find recorde{l there, concerlling (he miffi()n of t11e pro. 
phets, and the fuccefs of their meITage, carries this trutll 
as it were in its bQfom. Nay, the great prophet of the 
church gives us this very view of his o\vn millifiry as the 
Son of man. John vi. 44, 45, " No man can come to 
"me, except the Father which hath fent me, draw him: 
'" and I will raife him up at the 1aft day. It is \vritten in 
"the propllets, ancl they 111al} be all taught of God. 
c' Every man, therefore, that hath heard and hath learned 
" of the Father, cometh unto me." You fee tllat, to tIle 
commiffiOn which our Lorc.l gives to his apofiles, i~ annex
ed a prorrliie of his pioefence and po\ver to accol11pal1y 
their nlinifirations. l\1ath. xxviii. 19, 20. "Go }!e there
CL fore, alld teach all natio11S, baptizing thetn in tIle nan1e 
" of tlle Fathers and of tIle Son, aIlc} of tIle 110ly GI10fi, 
" teaching them to oblerve an things whatfoever I have 
" commaI1ded you: alld 10 I am with you al\vay, even to 
" the end of the \vor](l. Amen." 

But illfiead of multipl}7illg pa[Zlges of fcriptllre, I 111all 
(urea you to one, which \vill let tllis l)art of my argunlellt 
in the c1earen light. It is that paffage which gives an ac
€ount of the COI1\1erfioJ1 of L}Tdia, recordecl Atts x\'i. 14. 
" And a certail1 \VOnlall l nailled L};(lia, a leller of I)urple, 
c, of the city of 'fhyatira, which worfhippec! God, heard 
c, llS, wllofe 11eart tile Loru Ol)ellecl, tl1at file' attendec.l tal 

., the things that were li"wken of Pau1." Now.if we at
tend to tile circu·mftaIlces of this c011verfion, \\re filall fil1d~ 
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t11at if any tl1ing COll1d have been effeClllally done \vitllout 
the (Iirctl: atld imrne(liate COllcurrence of tIle grace of GodD 

it might have been expeCted here. The cafe was every 
way promifing. 'fhe hearer was one who had renounced 
idolatry, and embraced the woriliip of the true God. She 
'vas, it is not improbable, a devout woman, fo far as her 
knowleclge reaclled; all(l \Vallted only to be illfiruC\e(l in 
the faith of Chrilt. Here \vas for a preacher the great 
apofile of the Gentiles. I need fay no more to lhe,," how 
well qualified he was to do his part; and yet we find thctt 
even ill this moR favorable cafe i the imnlediate concur
rence of divine grace ,vas neceffary to complete the \\"ork. 
rfhe Lord mufi by his own good Spirit open the hean of 
Lydia, elfe even the apofile PatlI, \vith ,t11 his divine ac
compliihments, and a heart glowing with the warmeH: 
zeal for the glory of CArifi, an(l the falvation of fouls, \vill 
be but an unfuc.cefsful preacller. 

I need not make ufe of any feparate arguments to con. 
vince )TOU, that this holds equally true of tIle growth and 
comfort of believers, as of tIle converfioll of finners. 'Vhe
ther minifiers are emplo)1ec} in planting or \vaterirJg, tIle 
infirumen~ is nothing; fuccefs flows only from God. Let 
J11e tllerefore requefi dnd befeech }~OU to hear and adore 
the {hiking truth, a Paul or Apollos in the pulpit will be 
altogether unfuccefsful without the almighty power and 
grace of God. rl"lle 1110fi. clear and tlifiinCl: iIlufiration of 
.diville truths, \vitll0Ut inward ancl fpiritual illumination, 
:w~ill leave the hearer in ignorance, or lead him into error. 
rl~he nl0rt a\vful denlll1ciations of a fon of tllunder, without 
.(li\Tine pO\\·.er, \vilileave lI-Ie finner harcleneu, or even in~ 
creafe tIle iearednefs of cO!1fcience. TIle molt melting 
.and tcncier apI)lication t.o the affections, without divine 
energy, win be treated with contempt and fcorn. In one 
\'lorcl, tile (1"1011 lively a(1111il1iflration of ordinances, with. 
out the bldling frem above, will be but in the language of 
the prophet, as a mifcarrying womb, and dry breafis. 

l'j1y brethren you m3Y not only be convinced of this 
trutb, tle:,:aufc it is recor(led ill tIle "Tor(l of Goe1, but may 
fee it c.bdy esemplifieJ ill every part of the vifible church. 
Y Oll mily f(:{; tht: fame ordinances acceptable, delightful, 
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and profitable to fome; lleferted, defpifcll and relified bv 
• .J 

others~ Und~r the ,rer" ("lille a(lllliJlifiratioll, '"Oll nlav .. - .. 
fee tome effeflually. perfu:1ded to tunl to the living God, 
";alking in tIle fear of the Lortl, ancl in the cotnfort of tIle 
ho1y Ghofi, antI dail}1 n,ult!plied: [vIne 011 tIle o~ller hand 
caring for none of there things, but fleeping in feC~lrity", 
nay fome \yhofe corrtl))tions Rre .irritated, {\\yellillg \\'ith 
rage, con!ra(}ieting arllll'lafpl1eming, all \\"~icll is \vel} {le
fcribetl pytlle apoftle 11all1, 2 Cor. ii. IS, 16. "for \y~ 
"are unto God a f\vet"t fa\7or of Chrift,' in thenl that ~re 
" f:1ved, an{i in tllem"tlltit perinl. To the one \lye are tIle 
" fa'lor of (leatll unto (leatll; an(l to the otller, the t.l,'or of 
,: life lln!O life; anli '.\~ilO is fufficient for there things ?', 

3- l'he thir(l'an(l laft 6l1fervation I an} to t11al~e for the 
illuftration of this truth is, that fuccefs in the gof]1d de~ 
pends wholly upon Garl, as he eXt'rcifes much \.·..fhis ow~ 
f('vereigllty itl the n1~~nl1er ofbeflo"'-ing it. He takes care, 
if'I may fpeak fo, to fhe\v ll~at it is fronl llinli~lt~ l)~· the 
meaftlre ill \Vllich lle prol)ortions the fucct'fs to tIle Jlatlire 
ancl fufficiency oft)le OleallS Ile fees f'fO})er to en1pIO)"e 1' ... 11 
is from God, a,s ~~ou Ila\7e alreally llearu, becaufe tIle diflll1-
flog and cOlfimiffioning his ininiflers is originally his own 
'\fork-again; becaufe 110\\~e\ler \vell qualified tlle)7 Ina}' be, 
his own almighty agency is neceffary to give them fuccefs. 
But ,vhe~ tllere is a regtllar prOrJOrtiCln al\\la}~s obfer\7ccl, 
bet\veen the means ancl tIle en(1, inen are rea(lv t() O\1er. 

wi 

look, or forget tIle gTeat allel firft cau!e' of all. F"or tIllS 
reafon lIe fees it often meet to nlanifeft his fovereignt}?, ifl 

orcler to c.on1mand out attention, l1Y \\·orkillg ~,VitJl0Ut 
rllec,!1S, orb)1 tIle ,,:eakeft nleans, or eveIl contrary to 
111e311s, arlcl blait1ng tlle efiea of thofe that \,·ere nloi't ex
celleilt and promitlng in human judgment.' Jult. as the 
beautiflll ane1 regtl1ar order of the natural \~'or~(l, t)le 111l1tll

al (lept:llliance of OIle l1art 111)011, ar.:l its fut)fervie~\c!' to 
another, is a proof of the \vii<:lolll ant} ()n)n1lloteTlce. ()f the 
Creator. Yet lle Jees it nect1Tar)1 rOl11etillles. to illtcrl)ofe. 
in an extraor(lil1ar): \,Ta}', allC} to Cf'ntr("'u I the cnurie of 
nato re, to fhevl tllat it is al1foI lIte ly at b j s con) niRll(l. 

Rell.etlll)er, ho\ve\'er, nly· l)rethrell, that 111 Carr)'111g on 
the work or the go.!i1el, God ufually proportions the fucct[o 



to l11e propriety ~nll fufficiencr of the me:ms. "Yhen he 
has fi\lell \\tork t!' ~lo, he commonly· raites IIp !OI11~·Ilt:rIN1S 
eminently qualified; he ura;.\·s from his qui"er ftllne 1">
)ifhccl !hafts, to pit:rce tile r,lllks of 0l)por.n~ hofts. \-t:t 
he O!tCll l)rci~11ts to O\lr vic\\· tucll circurnftanres 35 t~r\·e 
to 1110\V tllt: llel~:!n(lal1Ce of all nleans UpOll Jlinlt~lf. \'·'l~tl 
the gofi}d W.1S fir!t prcucheu,. the npo!:Jes 'H:re il~lle~d luI. 
),r filtetl an(l fllrnjfh~\l for their \,·ork; btlt it \\·as b,- a 
~ . 

111iracle. Tlle}- \\'ere ori~irlall)· poor il~iter3te fifllern1en, 
quite uneqlt~l in themf~h'es t(j~h~ aftoniihin~ uaclertlking, 
of prOtlllcillg a revollltion ill the ftate of reli~ion, aoti the: 
Jentin.ents of nlallkil1d over the \\-Ilo)e earlll. ~uch ~r., 
fO!1S ieelTI to ilave ~cell eml11:1)"::d for this ,,·ife l)llrpore~ 
'l that Ollr faitil migilt not ital1l1 in the \\'iftlom of n1a11~ 

t • 

" bII! in tlie po\\-er of Go<l. " I ha\"e oft~n confi(~ereJ this 
Jllat~er \\-it)l a mixtllre (If rc.erence anli a~~nliration. 

1'h~t proper lefpctl might f~ill be had to the qualifica
tions of minifters, an(l that none might be jufiified in 
pOllrirlg contenlpl 011 human fcience, the apoSile Palll, a 
!nat1 of enlinent learning ~nd abilit},., \\·,\5 tIle moll aftive~ 
ufeful an\.l fuccefsful of all the apofiles; and one third pan 
at Jealt, of tIle \VilOle callon of the Ne\\" 1'eflament, \'':is 
\\'rittcll ()y lliln. .i\t tIle t~\llle tinle t}:ere ,,-ere ruth cir
<:unltlances il111is call1n~ allli converfion" as malle hinl Olle 

Co. 

of tIle 111011 iilllfiriol!S nlOllumellts of the Jo\-ereignty and 
lichcs of \li\-ine grace, t}lat :.n:· age has prOtllice(t. 

In the faIlle nlaIll1er, \\"e iee e\~e1)" day t)le c1e:lreft 
proofs of tIle po\ver, \vii<lcnl, al1d io\~ereignt}, of Goc.t. 
l,-' e f~e tllat 11e nlarly" til11CS gi\"es extfJor(linary aJ1U fen
fit)!e ~:ffi!!~!lCe to t:l0fe \'.'}lonl l1e eillpio}-s ill Ilis 0\\"11 

,~p{)rk. So tllat tIley t)O~11 perceive ~I1(i cOllIers tl13t it is 
];()t t11e~.r, l)ut tIle grace of Go(l, tllilt is \\-itIl tllem. Somc
!i !lleS tliore of very" ITIotlera!e, or evel1 or tIle \\~eal~efi Ilatu
r:-t I a I) iIi tie s, 11 a v e an II n a: 0 n fro III t 11 e h 0 J ,y 011 e, a n ~ I L1V . -
11~e!r l)iet)' ~11(1 (liligerlce t)eCOrale \\'crkmen tllat Ilee<l not 
l)c af11a:11ccl, rightl}' llivl(lillg tlle \rofcl ()f trutll. ·1')1IS Inay 
l)e corlf!(lerecl as an aCl~O(ll I)lifJlment of \vll~t I:;lllll [ly·~ of 
11i:Tlfelf~ I f:tiall I. 4. "~~11l) the I 40r(l Go(l, Ilatll gi\1CIl n1e 
,,, t he to 11 L"!ll e of t l1C ]e~l rn L(l. t t~a t I fll nu 1(1 l~ no,,· 11 J'.\P to 

\ 
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• , cr,-'t of tJle ~!'\l i~ \\' .:11 t:lenl lh;,! tc,\r hi~l: :lll~! J:e 
.~ \~ iii i~el\- t:le:ll is CC\"~ll~!:t'''~' o~.~ I 410ft) prC!lli:~s to 
h:~ \.li::':ii'\:~S extrd,):"J:r.,lr)- ;,Il.t!~nce, ill ti)))c of ext~\or\ii .. 

..., J'" .1',.. I k'" S ' .. Il,\r~- trl,l.S ,\11 !~~Ii::r!ll;, .• l~ 'c XXI- ) .... ' J 5' I, ,,~tt:t; l~ 
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,~ anti the tongue of th\! fi:unmercrs jh~U be n:a.Jy te filt:ak 
" I)!ainJ~"," 

III 3. 1'Ormer p:trt of this c.lifcollrfe, I ha,-e adnlitteti th~t 
gifts m~~· be con!!deretl as nlore nece tlr)Jt to the being oi' 
the lnilliitr}p, thall e\~en grace itlelt: \-ct certailll}- trlle 
relig!Oll ill the heart, is of far greate- illaportance to tIle 
illccefs all(} efficacy of tile nlillilir}", ~Ilall emillence or 
giflS. It ieeills of tell tIle ,'"eT}" pllTIXlfe of di\'"ine pro\!'i
dence~ to pour contempt upon unf~mf:ifietl talents. l'he 
humble pafior of meaner rank, who loye~ his mailer, h:s 
,,-ork, and h:s people, thall onen ha\ e many ieals of hi~ 
mil1ifiry, \vhile the perf 011 of fllperi()f p:trts is uT6t:(1 by 
alllilitiOtls vie\\'s illto tIle U1111rofitable patlls of \\·ori(lly ho
nor~ or infiigate(l h}9 ullnlortifiell pafliotl, to mar tIle fliC

Ctjs of Ilis mini:lry, b)9 Jaullchil1g out into tile tenlpefill
fillS oceall of political COlllett alltl fa~1ion. But llc:fides 
tl}~ ulltfU:tfulllefs oful1falltlifie(1 taJel1:s, tl1ere are alfo nla
ny proois of the iovereignty of God, in refufing his ble11ing, 
allJ nlaking tIle heft Inillilters in a great meafure l!nprO
fitable to ." people, in righteous judgment for thdr pan fins. 
Evell Ifaiall cCllill fay, cl1ap. liii. I, ,., '\~ho Ilath belie\·cd 
" Ollr rel}ort, anll to \\"hOlll is tile arnl of the Lor(l reveal", 
" ed ?', Our bldl~d Lon.l himidf upbraided many of the 
cit~es \vherc: Ilis n)igl}t~, \\·orks \\'ere l}olle, i)ecaufe of tlleir 
Ull~lict~ allci itltlet~d t1l)()111113I1Y ofllis llearers his nli11iflry, 
inliead of a l:n-ing, had a hardening etIeCl, john iii. 19. 
" .lllltl this is tile conuetlll1ation, thl! light is conle into 
"tIte \\'orl(l, ;](}(I ln~ll love<l eJarkl1t Is ratller than ligilt, 
~~ lx:cauie tht:ir d~tds wert: er:l." 'r:lt; fa.!~!-:, ~:i;;,g is c:1I~;. 
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who preach th.: ~i)!1'd, an C'~(dlt:nt prd~n-:lt:\-.: ::'om m:.l
I1Y telllptatiolls. It \,'ili rr~!::r\"'e t!~~:~l frc.ll !r\lt:ill~ i'l 
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r'atht:r of ]!~~l~:s, :\llJ t!l~ 3u\l~or ofe''''cn'' ~ocj ~Il~~ I~~r:e(t 
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gift. It \\'iil allo, partict;l:J"!~'" t)~ ;111 e~(~ll~%lt nl~an of 
prden-iog them from the d~n~erous extremes of C!!Cflt!

tiOll ;lIlt! floth. O!l., 11C'\· ll!!~COm;r~~ a Illill:::er, is ~ 
,-aill-gloriolls llifp)a}~ of hUnl:in art, bllrl!::~b inct:l1!e: to llis 
O\VJ: \'allit}~, anti prC:3t:lliJl~ !~:llltelt: \\'hell he i~ c:UI;.~\1 to 
prcJ.ch Ghriit J~fus the Lo:d : 1t is no \\'onll~!" that Gilli 
1holilt! in I.is pro,'i{!ellce, 110t!r (!ij~r;lc\! ~lnd \.li:appo:l1:
Illellt Oil tllat lllinii:r\-, t~~,~ is c:lrri~tl on itl ruch a Illl!!-

• 
ner~ as to ailll lllore at l)rOtl1otill~ th~ cre,,:it of the ft:r\-;li~:, 
thall tIle hO:lor of the lll;atit:r. OIl the otiler illlltl, \\·itll 
wh~t countenance can they look up to GoJ. for a bld1in;, 
\\'"ho ll;l\?t! been at 110 llaills to \.ltlalit). .. thCll_f~lves t~r Jlis 
fervice. _-\s (\Ilentation l1rovokcs the tiiv:ac jea.lou!)-, to 
negligence is difc.bedie!!c~, pretlanp::on~ and precil~}y 
\\·hat tbe 1crij)tllr~ calls tl.-n)I)tillg GLxl. I \rouill Jl:\per d~
lire to l~ c:)llfi<.ler~d, as Cilc \vllo \rou!\l l~~lcoura~e 111en, 
to rulll illtn a Jlulpit ull1)rel'are~1, a:1l1 (lil~ra(~ t!lcir 1:0-
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or jllCil IlltJl1, flJ\"Cl ... 1~·, 111~lecent ).lil~l)l;l~, ;\S )l~·S the 
Ilearers llnder t!.e ilrol1g~11 t~ll)l)t~iti\"ll .. tJ tre~t it \\':t!l 
an in:olelJce of indigntition an,} contc:m p. l A.t me COI11-

tnen<i this, to tht! atteilt!Oil of (tIC)l ~~Ol!ll~ p~riol1s~ as m:\}~ 
h;\\"e all e~'e t() tIle! f:-tcrt:l1 ofll~e. ~I~" (~C~lr I:':ilo\\" l:u~lcll[~'t 
h\)\\~ !:al)I))~ t!,~y·, \~'!lO car~ llllitc t()~~eth\!l\ t;::! fillll):ic:t)- of 
t~'u gr,:"'t"'--} \~l\.: t:)t~ "-I'YI"·I"· ",' ,~, · .".~.,,,~, ... \\,~'O !l~·e 01', ·ll·,·· ... 
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O:le hanJ~ 110t afhalnetl of the crors, an(t tIle i~n\\nl:f1y 
that attellJs it; allJ Oil the othc:r~ ~s u=,-oteli fer\-~!lts, arc 
re~ol\·ed to COlllp!)" \\·!!Il the \:ollllJel gi\-en l,}- tIle apol::c 
r.m) to Timothy, ! ·rim. i\". 15. 16. h ~Icuitate upon 
&. tileie ti!itl-':S, !!!,"e t!'!\" fell' \\'holl\'" to thelll ; tnat tIl'" pro-

~ ~w ~. • 

•. f.~i;;g may appear unto all. "rake heed unto thylt:lL an .. ! 
.~ unto tIl\'" u~lri')e; C\111iilllle ill tllcm: lor ill \.ioill~ . .. ~ 

"tn:s, !Z~ou fl!alt bo~h lave t!!\~icll: 311U thelll that !l"ar 
• 

• ~ the;:.'" 

~. • .. \ \.s~t~l~ irnpn:flion of tht t~llth I ha,"c elll!~avore\l to 
i: iltiiratt:, \\" ill be all cx~cllel1t l)rt~I~'r\ .. ~,ti\"c to the hr~rcrs 

• 
of :h~ bo:i).~)'l from nuny kmptations .. whit;h oft~n Ten-
der ii!t!if ,~:t~tl\I;l11~~ Oil of,linances, as frui!lt:fs or l~rtlici
G~:~. 1: \\ ~!l p~lrij~" th~ir \'~~ws and mo~i \-es, in ~!tt"n..lin~ 
Oil ~rl)illall(\.S. It \\'itl c.lc:li\"cr tilenl frOID a fil.ful allJ 

1111!'~ltOll:lb!~ :!tt:lt:zln1t:llt to Olell, anJ carr)- t~t:ln 111or~ . 
illllll~\.I"lt(I)" lilto l:le prefellce of the li\'ing GCl\.I: it \\'ill 
JJXC them from til;lt giddy" unfettl~d diti}o:ition~ of rUIl
l)iil~ \\'ith UllboulldeJ curiofit}1t, from Olle to allQth~r, llct 
L~at thc:)" may be built up ill hoiincls and cQnlfort~ but 
tilat their inlagillation alld fanc}· Ina}- be gratifieJ. It 
u"ill preiervt! ti~;!ln from hcarill~ tile gofpeJ, Inel ':' .. }' ~s 
critics.. in order to pats their judgment on the tOllnJne1s 
orabi!itv of t:lcir leacJlcrs, \\'hich, \\.-ith whatc\'er nrit!~ or 

# , 

f~lt:lllrli~i(ncy it :n.y b.:: done, is as empty anJ unprofit-
3b!~ a lllanner of h~arillg, as an)~ t'lat cal. be i13nle\.l. It 
wi)llettl~ tilear eli\!enl ot~ allJ attat:hlllent to their l~a!lors, 
UPO!l the betl, ailtl lnolt illlnlQVeable tOllllllatioll, rl~hey 
\\ .. ,:: tel::ll love tll~nl for their \\~ork's l~ke, ti~c\; \~ill lo\·c: 

• 
tll~lll Jilr til"r Inaller~s tak~, til~r 'rill lo\"e t!l~nl lor 
tr"~ir 0\\"11 fO~lr"S i~:~e. all\} lor Uleir flkbier\"i~tlC\· to t!leir 

./' 

iliii}" C:llijic:~ti,Hl. It "-'ill (arr~~ thenl to t~lC: tilrvne of 
grace, ~tlltl il1~lill~ tilellt to Ill~lkC! cOlltint131 all~l fen-ellt 
ilippiicatiotl to G~l, for illS ~Iiiitatlc~ a!lj COllllltellallCe to 
his lllillilter~') ill Ilis O\,·(l \\"ork; alld tilis \\·,11 b:il16 t!lenl 
to ilis 1!(H.lf::, i:l t~t: l~fi all,l 11~llpie(l tellli1!r for il~ariIlg 
\vi!ll I)roiil: ill Oi1c \\'-oru, it ,,-ill make lll~ill, III a gr~J.t 
lllt:-llU:'c, !o!c \'l~\\~ of tIle creature, ~n\.l I.car t:l~ go:i~!, 
Ilat " as ,he \;" \.};'ll of mall, but as it is ill:l~e~l, anl ill trl~~!~, 
" lilt: \\·or~l of GoJ. ') 



3. Let me intreat the pr.lyers of this congl'eg3t:onll 
for tile nlinilters Dr the ~ofpel in ~~n~ral, :ln~l for lIS, ,\'ho 
minifter amon~ ,-ou in hol,- tllill~S, :)lat \\'C may be 

~ -.. " 

abundan~l~· qualifirtt for ~he llil\:ha1)!e !\f our impor. 
tant trull ill aii it!; p3T:S. ·J'he ar,Qil!~ P.ltli, thou~h ex
tnOftJinlri!~- ca!Ie\.I .. thOt!~h fiil.!t:l .. lrJ~" \l\l,\:ified~ 3n,1 emi
llent!)· afllf!etl, ne'-er fails t(\ ,lfk t~e ))r,l}-erS an\.1 illter-

jT' f J f - t "".) - I" L-h'.... }' 1 - \ d C~ J~ull o. !!~ .~lit~ll~' , In .. liS lJe. ;tIt.. ~4p_l. '''I. 19- ,t..: n 
,~ for n1e~ that l.t!t:r:lnce f!l3~' be ~i\"en ~Ilt~ tlle, that I nl3Y 
" open m}- nlullth boi~ll)'\ to make kr&\}\,-n the nl}-fier:,' oi' 
" tt!e gofpel.~~ .-\fter this approved eX3nli)le~ I hope ~-\)U 
,\ .. ill tor~\"e n~e, if I ptlt in ~ p~rticular claim in m~" o\\-n 
behalt~ for )"O~lr illtereillt the throl1~ of.~ce_ I 'll:1k~ no 
merit at all~ of h;l\·itl~~ left COU11tf}-, and kindr:-~l." ~11J 
cotlnexions of the lle3refi killd, in or(ler to i~n:e tile in
tereil of the church of t:!lriit, ill tllis I):.lft of the glot~ : for 
I ccnfi..ier with pleafure, the on~nefs of his bndy ~ au;.} the 
extellt cf the catholic chllfcn, th3t there 01311 cOlne fruln 
the e3!t, and fronl the ,\pefl~ at,},) froln the north~ :lnll from 
tr~ f()~ .. ~!h, 3tlll let (IO\\~ll \\1tith .. \branam, ~ ',d Ifuc, 311d 

Jacob, in the kingdom of thdr tather. Could we but 
thitlk as \\"e Otlght, of the great renlO\·;lI~ \\~hich \\~e are 
m:tkiI1~ troln till1e to tilDe, into s.n et~rll:il ft~ltc; the re .. 
rno\1tal of Ollr lxxiie~ antI t!le challge Qf our fcellc of Jer
vice front EtlTOpe to ... ~merica, \\'"ouid appear al~ogether 
un\\"o!thy of notic~_ But \\"hell I cOl1fiJer the refl1ect and 
afieai!>n, fo much al',o\"e m}- defert, that hl\-e lx.~il I}le\\-n 
to me, fince my arri\"al in tl,:s pl~ce, antI ,he tefiimollies 
of JOJ" atld fatisfac1ion, "·:1ich ha\ge been giver. by all 
ranks, I alll fil)e~l \vitil toe greatefi corlcern: I f:l}P' I am 
filletl \\~ith the grt:at~ft C011cerll, becau!~ it plaitll)- implies 
all expeCtation of ,-Jut} .. dn(i 1ef\'ice fronl nlc, \ll!ieJl I !e:lr 
I filall be iIi able to perform. Let Ine tllerefore, 011 to 
juJt a foundation, not folicit only, but deman~l an interdt 
ira )'CJur pl.i)'ers. Pray thlt an all.iuffident God, m~y ~i\'e 
i1rell~tl1 Irom abo\~e, :tlltl n13)· 110Uf (!O\\'ll his bleflil1~ on 
the public illfl~tlltioll in tillS place, \,-hich tlpOtl t!:~ l"~e~l 
information, I t!.illk I nla}~ t:'}f h3S l)eell tountle(l itl f~ith ; 
3n(1 tllerefore, \vh,~ fJ10uld tlot \\·e contil1l1e to fei\:e it in 
hope? Pray that rU'ccefs may attenJ the luiniilry of the gof-
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&lld a.:feclion flle,,-o to loe" b,' all io \\'hon, I Il~141\) 110\\-
~ 

related, n.ay 11('t be lets than it is~ for I h~\·c: Ilot the lea!! 
reaton to deli~, nor inll(~1 the courage to h(l~~ !Illt it ca:l 
poffibiy be ~e:lter. O.'re more, pr.lY tll~~t Ill)' belo.vec.l 
ch3rge, \"hom I left ill Scotland, 311d \,'ili Ilt:\rer 'or~et, 
ma~"', b~" the f'pecial COntllla of <Ii,·ille Pro,-i\lcI1Cc!, be 
fuppiied with it faithful p~\llor, who may feed them with 
kno,\'let!ge anti undertlall(iillg. 

4. In the Jail pJace" liltTc:r nle to conclllde, b}· adJref
ling a few words to thofe in this affemhly, who are, or 
who have reafon to fufrea thelnJe)ves to be in a Itate of 
dillance froln GO\.I. I kll~'V that he hilnfelf ollly can 
change yot!r hearts. ,9et he hath given it in char~t! tv his 
miniflers, that ~·O\l {hOlll(} recei,:e \\-ttnling. Alld be at: 
fured, that if you tielj)ife the meftlge, if you trample upon 
the di\'ine meri:Y, and retifi the Spirit of GOll, \~"llen 
pleading \\~ith )-OU ill his \\90rcl.. or firiving and ~~!'"i,)g 
l\-itnefs againft }~ou in your COllft;it:llCt:S; )rour elg erla!ling 
perdition will lie entirely at your own door. God will 
be juft \~ .. hen he fpeaketh, and dear when he judgeth. 
Confider 1 I befeech }'OU, tllat there is certainiy) to all of us 
here prefent, one thing th~t is needtul. It fignifies very 
little, whether YOlI pars the little uncertaitl tinlc tllat }Y011 

:fhall yet be in the bod}~, in abundance or in penury, in 
honor or ill filame, compare(l to \\-Ilat iliall become of you 
forever~ Lay there things to heart, then, in tllis day of 
your merciful viiitatioll. rrhere is but one way to efcape : 
" Believe in the name of tIle Lord Jefus Chrifi, that be~ 
" lieving you may have life through his name.': 

END OF SEt;OND VOLUME. 




