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R E e 0 111 AI END A T ION S . 

....... 

DR. 'VITHERSP(JO~'S {'llaratler as a writer is fo 
hIghly and deft:l"vedl}" cftecme(l by all the friends of E,-angeli. 
cal truth, lvho hal-c hc~n acqllllinted ,,-ith Ilis publica.tions, 
that it is prefunled to be fuperfluotlS to folicit their patronage 
by an}· commendation of tIle ,,·o~k no\\- propofed f()I' ptlblica
tion. To tJ10Je ,,-ho lla,-c not heell faYOtlrC(1 ,,"ith tIle perllf:ll 
of tIle Dotlol"'S Sermons 8.11(1 Efil\ys, tIle ftlblcribcr takes the 
liberty to obter,-c, tha.t tlleir lncrit is fupcrior to their praifc. 

JOH~ B. S~IITH, .£~linist~r 

£if the Third Presb.Jte,ian Church, Plli!ad(lphiu. 

Plliiad~!pllia, J"Lv So:h, 1199. 
SIR, 

IT Ilas gi\-en n1~ nl11ch pleafure to llcar that you are about 
to Pllblith an edition of the ,vorks of the late DR. \\l'ITJI}:R_ 

~P~ON'. I knO\,i not J10\V' }"Oll COtll(1 do a greatl~r fCl'yicc to the 
public tIl:!l} by tllis un(lertaking; a!lcl I iinccrcly'llope YOll nlay 
fill:-l it adyantageOl.15 to YOllrfelf. In all the Dotlor 9 s tracts 
tllere is manife1i tllal c!ol~nefs anel cl~arneis of tllonght, that 
aC\ltellcis of difcerll111cllt U!lU aCCl.li'acy of (lifcril11i!1~ttion, that 
faculty of feparat~ng tht; P1aUCl' clifcutfed fl'oJU e\·t~ry thing ex
tl\l~lCOUS, tllat CC11il"tllt ,~ttentioll to radical llrincl})les, and f)"1: 
telllatic cOllfi!lellC)T, tilrll Illc!{1 ordcr~ and tilat po\,·cr of prc
fenting llis ,rllolc flibjecl in tllC nloil ftri:~ing and illlprcfiiyc 
nlOll111er to tIlt mil1d of the rea(lt!l', ,,,llic~} <lillin:;uifil tIle \vl'itcr 
of pClletratiol1 and conl!)rellellfi,·c vic,Ys. Ilis 1lylc is llIliforlll
Iy til111)le aIlcl l1erYOtlS-I)crf\!clly iJltcllig:l)ie t·'J thofc ''illO Ila'-e 
tlOt l\uc\ tIle advalltages of C(lllCa.'t.!Oll, al~d yet l)lc:~til1~ to thofe 
'v hofe taUe is the 11~v{l c111ti ,"ateel alld corrc·..:l. Fr'IIC Doctor Ilas 
giYCrl flJccimells of talcl1t as 3. crili", a i~ltyriIl: rtlld a politici~Il, 
'\V"llicll ,ICl1l011firate that he 111,~llt hale attainc(t higll ctllillt!ncc 
in each of thefe charat:ters. lint fronl a fcnf~ of dllty, as \\"lloll 

a:~ frolll a l\)yc to tIle C1111)loYlnClll, Ill' (\eyotc(\ llilllicif 1)ril1Ci~ 
l)alJy to tIle difctlOioll of r(~lig-ious tl'llth; an(l al\,,"ays \rith a 
.'~-ic,\' to its pr\\~tic~\l ~'ppll(.~\ti:jl1. IIi') ~erl1~On<i a11(1 EU:,ys (Ul 



1"ariollS topics in di,-inity, .. ill be read ,vith pleafure ~nd with 
profit b)" ferio\IS ChrittiaJ1S of all (It!nonlillatiun'i. The pious 
and eloq'lent "·il,\t'rfi)rc~ has noticed them "itll approbatioll 
in his tate pOllulal" book. 

If the Dcclol"s ,~o ... ks ll&l(i beer. geRerall~· r~a(l in this coun
{r)'", it ,'-oul(1 be t·(I\lally \lllnecelfary an(1 nllulniJlg for lllC to 
t:llaraclcrizc or rcr:onlmelld tht:ln. S\lt for tCll years paft I 
bclie,"e the ... ha\"e not l)cen "\'"ende{l 1)\'" an,'" 4.~mcrican bookfellcr, . .. . 
an(I I all} illforlnCtl the)" are now out of print ill Brita~n. If, 
the~efore, YOlI fUPl)ofe that Dl}" Opillion 01 them ,,-ill be an}' 
,yay fer\'"iceable to YOtl in tl\cir p\lblicatiofi~ fotl are at liberty 
to ufc \\"1131 I Ilavc llcrc \,·ritten for th~t PUfl)ofe. 

\ .. our's fillCCrci}'", 

'- ASH BEL GREEN. 

DE.~R SiR, 

IT 'vas ,vitll finglllar fatisfaclion ! Icarnccl ~90l1 ,vere ifflling 
pTopofals for printing the "·orks of the late Rev. Dr. "Y1TII ~:R" 
~pooN-thofc already ill priilt, are j\lfil}9 eftcclllcd by all good 
jllcl~es 011 hoth fi(lcs of tIle .l\tlal1tic, alDong tIle firft ill Otlr 

lal1J~\la~t~ on t]le Stll>jects of \,'"hich they' treat-tIle a(l<litiOll you 
contcllll;latc of fcycral l)ifcvllrfcs and fmall Trac\s never y'et 
p\\blifhc<l, ,,-ill not a little ellricll }"our colletlion, and l'en(lel' 
it (lefcrycclly accclltalllc to tIle Fricl1ds of I.iterature allcl Piety, 
of all cicnolllinatio:ls. \Y 0\11' fucccfs 11\ tllis blllincfs ,viII give 
hearl-feit pIcafur'c to 

\-our 1·'\"lclll1 alld H unll)le SCl"-ant, 
JOHN RODGERS4t 

?\ I R • , \·1 I. I. I .0\ i'l "r . 'V 0 0 D \V A R D, 

llrin.tcr, Philcld~/p"iJ. 



I ~ oirering to the p:lhEc this edition of the w()rk~ 
of DR. ".rITH}:R~P{)()X, th~ l~{litor canllot for:)car to t~Xl)rt"[3 

1 

his grc:lt l~ltist;\(:lit)n ~lt tll~~ li1)!~r~11 ana exterlli\-,-' patroll:lg-c 
he lIas recl'i"l~(l. \\.woitllout llretell(iing to be lc !'~ inall(!nct~(l 
til:tll is llf1.1al b~- a l"cgar(1 to l)crfon:l} eln~ldnl\.'llt, llC C~ln liill 
f:l~" ,vitll trlltll, th:lt llla(.h of ilis 1jr~tl {il~alion is dtl'!\-e<l from 
COllli{lel~i.tiol!S ()f anotllcr 311(1 a hig-her kitld. He ,-ic\\-S it as 

.. 110 illC()!lil(lerablc i)roof ()f til~ g\.)()l.l (iiliJotltiorls of a grc:lt 
)))"oilurtioll of llis l-()!llllr~-n'~_~ll, til~lt in allll:)H: e\~~r~- quarter 
()f the tI11 ;()!l, tll-:re llt:'s j)~·\..·n fael} ~l del11~\11:1 f<>r .~~!\! '\\-ritings 
(,i- Un .. ""l'~rlll-:)~SP()()~, as t() \'!arr:lllt ~l fCCOIltl editic)ll ot" his 
,\"orks ''''ltllill a '''ear after ti~(; llliolicalion of tile fir!! ; t}lat 

, 1 

tIle (iCl11antl reLl11~ tf) I~e ittll incrc~t!illg; anti tll!lt men of the 
firil rC1)lltation all(l infltlCnce are arrtOll~; llis fubfcribers. In 
reli~ior~, ill n1orals, ill t~(te, ~l.11(1 ii1 l)()litics, tIle l)rinciples 
'v I1iell tll~ D R. 11~~S ilifUit.':tfed ar\! ()f tl-tC f()llnueft ailel purefl: 
k illtl; at1(1 that tl1l ft! 111()1.1Ill I)e Pt)plllar, f;:-lnnL)t l}tlt be COll

illl~re-li :lS tl-tc 1)~1i caufc of fclicltatioll to tIle C01.1!ltr)'# ill 
\r ll!~' II t!1C f~h.1: is rcali ze(l • 

• ~111111alt:(1 l)~· t11C CL)tllltenal1ce ,vllit:'ll lle 113.s l'\~eei\:~d, the 
erlit()r }las llred his !)eft cll,!ea,'ors tl) free til;..: prefellt editioll 
fr,)lal tIle j rr'l)erfec.qi{)es ()f t}1e forI1lcr. 1 'llc \\·ll()}e llas been 
~tltl"! ... t!\·Ll~· alld i~\p:lrately· r~\'ic\vc(ll))" t\,,(l g-\.arltlel11Cll of let
tlrs, i~)r tllC pt!r})ofe of corrtEtirlg t)lC rrr(.rs ill lanbuag~, 
fpel!in;j allll 11()!!lti~1~i') \VI1ic!1 ila(l hc!~·~re crc~pCtl attclltion. 
:~~) :1tt~.'1\;'i)t, ~1()'.\?C\·e1\ !l::S IJ~:cn )11a{1,~ t() alt~r tIle UR~S 
1) ) 1 r ~ \ r~ · () 1 0 b~·, t 11 i ~ be i !'l ~ C 0 ~1 ;! ~1 e r ~ J a S :JJ) \ 1 ~ 'j u n. ! fJ ~ 11) 1 c i i L e 11 fe , 
i)ut (,):11y· t() rec1if~\~ thoi'\.: llliitakcs 'Vlli,~11 \VLrC f~tirl)~ iJllputa
I}L .. : t!) in:l(1\·crt~·11cC, ()l' (l!:lr~~.J)l\.! to l~l~ 11rintvl's \VllC) Jla,~e 
I)t!blii!~\:tl l)is p;e(~s l·jt~J\.·r ~Il lt1i" r()~nltry (at' ill l~:ur()pCo 



I 

·The b~finffs of infpcCling th,-· proof {llt'cts the e-d!tor 11;lS ta .. 
ken \,-holl}- on himfelf, and he trllfis that no error of ally' 
COnr( quenf'C \\',11 be found, tllOllgh Ile is C\:nlil)lc that ltor,)· 
lute PCl feClion in ~his particll!ar is fcarel-I)' att:linable. 

In this edition the aJTangement of th,' r~,-,~ral tr~\aS is \-er~~ 
diut!rent from an,- that h3S ht:rl·to~{~r,~ been m~\de. Diff\lf .. 

<i 

tions whi~h relate to the fame or t:loil:lr ful:jecls, or \\-hich 
belong to the fame c)afs or Gcn(llllination ,)f COD1l)olition, 
ha\-e general1J" been kCllt tQgt-tllcr. Some of tht f, .. , it \\-iil 
be obfer,"ed, \vere \\-ritten in an earlier, ant! fonle in a later 
part of the:author's life; fonle i!l Scotland and fonle in 4~111~
rica; but it \\'as j~(lgl'(l bett~r tt) l)~lt the.m in an order (lie-
tated by the nature of the ful~jca, tllan in Olle \\"hich th'll,ld. 
correfpond to tIle \"ariOlls periods elt \\-Ilicll t~e}- \\-cre COlll

pored. TIle tinle and circllmf\ances to ,,-hich the~" ref~r 
JDn)Y c01Jlnlonl}~ be learned from their contents., 
. As the ,vhoie of th~ DR'S ~\·orl:s are' no\v c{)11cCtcd, it is 
proper to fpecif)- (liflinCU)" thofe tllat are poftll\lmous: for 
as no order or intinlation '\-&lS gi~-en b)- hinlfeff l"clati,·e 
to the publication of an~l of his pieces after his death, he 
ought not to be charge (1 either \Vitll tIle inaccurac}· of 
compofi~ions ~hich l.t.e did not defign for the pr{ ;s, or ,,-itll 
finall}T determining to pllblifh \vhat he might ha\"e \vrittcn 
with that intention, bllt after\vards refol\'cd to fupprt~fs. I~ 
l\·il1 be remembered then, that in there \lolumes, the fol10,\r~ 
ing piece~ are' pofthun~l)us, viz.-The leClures onii!oral 
Philosophy, 'Eloqu~llce and Divi,tity: The fernlons entitleti, 
Devotedness io 'God-The ril(hteollS scaTc~ly saved, a!ld th~ 
wic"ed certai:liy des troy ed-The SllCC~SS oJth~ go.~,b~1 entiTfly 
of'Gad~ The' yoke oj (.:hri,~t-Tile gIOT!! of th~ R~de~~r j}~ 
the plrpetuity of ' his !iJo!·k-TI,e pel itio7lS of tll~ illsinc~rl~· ll.~!
QtJailing.-Tlle effa)~s entitled, Obsert:t:tiollS (;Ii tlle illlprot~e
'nent oj' .AmeriC(l-Rejlt:Rion~· OIl, pllhlie f!tfcli~"S-r;,!l t:~~ CO!! .... 

tro'Oer.sy about inaept:nde11Ce-Oll COlldttEl:-1lc..? tl:e _4.ll1cr':CQ11 

controtJersy-, Thollghts 'OIl _4.l1leric«11 li~tl,tlj-1.1i.~/Il(,ri(11 lilul 

t11aniftsto of tIle LTIlite.d St(ltes~_l desct·jJtiol: oj' tile State rJ 
.1VeTV-Jer~'e.y-A,.istia'es-Ol1 tile Federal City-OIl the Ge~r
gia C011stitrttion5!'-S,ipplicatioi,,'to tIlt- eillers of tIle (~/llirch oj 
~S'cotlat2d.-The fpeeches entitled,' OIJ the iJzt(-rc, .. l if /t,"(/ll. 

tdfice certificates-Oil tile C()7ift:rCllce propos~{l h!1 I.arc! H01~.'t 

e 

• It is st!J~l)OSfd. II:at s::l1ne of th!sc cssq~'s, fh1rtlcular[r Ill,· 
.hrte last, iuar ha~'e be,"n btlbli.li1e(l in tllc ':fOs-l)il~trs of" ti"" ,"ldr. 

_ .J -- J. J J .. 
'Btlt this is not rCrfa£ll/y lll(llt'n. C{.p,:c's OJ'thC:Hl ill til.: Dli"S O~~'I~ 
Il an cl tt'" J't ,-n ~', ~'C' r ,,' /0 It il d a l1l :J:; [, !: i \' ~,,~~~ .. ~ 1-"'~ .• 

,__.. ~. 1. 

a; '. 



.-·~n Ilzt c(mf£J~rali(jn-OIII"c.liJlQ1ICtS-01J ,I,c appfi; ntllUltl 
of p/~/,ipct~llliQr;es---Ol! th,. conv,."tion tll;lh G,./ICI al Bur
gOYl1~1 th~ !rall.-.porlatioll ~·f Dr. C . Dtf~/IC~ i,l 'h~ 
8!fllod oJGlasgolO.·.-The addrt-ffes or letters entided, 011 llat 
PT(jP~lt·(111Iark~t ill G~/J~rQI 'f'~(IS,"iJJgt"J 's cnmp-.4.fu'rt-s,c: I!J 
'.G~/~f!ral HT(I~\llillg:;;IJ-On I/,r l!::,.:rs rif th,. l.;·'lit~J Sta/~!-'). 
II,~ CD1ltr,\'t ~/l,·c~n Gr~Qt B"il:l;" fJ:Jd _4.1n~rj('·". 

'Vhatl'-~r praire or blame tilt! l)llhliration of the pit~C~s 
here fpecified ma}~ be thought to dt'f~T\-e, tll~a editor takes to 
himft:lf. ·rhe~· \\-Olliu, probal~l~-, ha,-e perilllcd in G!>(curit~·~ 
if his exertions had not b~en lif,:d in bringin~ them to light. 
He has to lament that the It'aures on l)i\~init\·, and a nltm~ 
her of the fermons and fpeeclll's" as ,,-ell :lS f,))ll~ ()i tIle effi\\'s 
and letters, are un6nial~d. F(lr the I~aur\!s .\n(1 tcrDlons, 
ho\ve,-er, Ile thinks that D{J arolog~, .. ,\"ill be thOtl~1ht ~t·ccf
f31)·; and for the rea he can ol)l~ fa~·, that the p~\rts \\"hich 
are gi"t:D appeared to hiln Co ,-alliable, as to be ,,-orth pre
fcr'''ing, thOllgh the ,\'hole cOllld not be obtained. Som~
tiDles tht:'y calt light on the tranfaCtions of' congrefs, or on 
the hil1oT~· of tIle 1"e,~olutiol13r}- ,,-ar of our countr~-: fom~
times the~· ler,'e to exllibit the pecllliar cl13raClel" and genius 
of the author, or to make kno\vn fome circumllance of his 
life which will ~Uford gratification to his friends: and fome
tiOlt'S the}" contain a t~\y pOllderous or fplendid thoughts, 
~hic:h, like fragm.ent~ of golden ore, are precious, though 
.thC)1P are found detached from the mine. It is hoped that 
not ~llCh ,,-ill be obfen·ed, that even fufpicion itfelf will 
~mputE merel)· to a defirc of f\yelling the ,·olumes; and the 
-DR'S manner i~ f~ ftriking in all, that no one acquainted 
with it \~·il1 (lo'lbt that the lvhole has proceeded from his pen. 

In the for~ler (:dition the fQIlo\ving note was prefixed to 
tr.~ IcCltlres on l\loral Philofoph~~: . 

" In juftice to the lnemOr}· of DR. '\Y'ITHJ:RSPOON, it 
~' Ollght to be Rated that he did not intend there leaur~s for 
" the pTefs, allC) that lIe on~e compelled,a I)rinter \\?ho, lvith. 
~' out his kn,o\\-ledge, I!ad undertake!l to publifJl thenl, to de
" fifl fro~ the (!:~(ign, b)- threatc!1ing a prof~cution as the 
"confcqllellce of p~rfift ing ill it. ~1"'lle DR'5 lectures 01\ 
" morals, notw ithfianding lhey alfume the form of regular 
,c dif(Ollrf~'s, \\·Cl'e in facl, \'"ic\\-cd b\y hinlfelf as little more 
"than a ~dl!llius or cOlupend, on ,,:hich he might enlarge 
" befor~ a (lars at the tillles of rccit~tion; alld not intellding 
"tll:lt tIll")" tllOllld go furtller, or l}e other\vife confid(:rcd, 
" ll~ took fl'cel)· alld \\-itllout aCk!lO\\9Ie(igmcnt from ,vriters 
~' of charalqcr, fliCh ideas, and lll'rhaps expreffions, as he 
.' found f~.litcd to his pUll>bfc. But though thefe caufe& , 
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ct w·')uld not pel rl1 • the DR. hirnfdf to bi\'e to the pubti~ 
" tlll"f,~ fkl t(,)1~:~ ()r .. ' )ral I~l:il\,J~)1 .. 11y, It js I)elit~\·l·d tllat t}lC~Y 
" ()\!,~i\t 11()t t(l ())lCra" ftl !)()\\-erl"llil y' (\!1 tl)(.tc int9 \,·-hofe 
\( )l~lil«ls llis ]1HIJt.rs ha\~::.. {~1)i~"n illlce 11is "'~fllntll. l\lall~· of ilic; 
" ))nr,i15 ,,-JH,fl." l-11)111ClltC' ill IltLratt~re ~ntl {liflintli()n in 10. 
"('~t:l\· ~:i;'~ 'V\.-il"i)t to tll~ir ()i)i\\it)n~" i1a\"l! tllO\lgllt tllat .* '-' 0 1 

" th .. -t::: II (:t~,r\·s, ,\"it]l all ~11,~ir il1l1),:rrt("~1()1\5, ~Olll~\ill Olle of 
" tlit' l,t,!t :tllU ll\(,ft 1'(:1 ~D!C\10US c:~h11)itj()us of tl1e radical 

. ' 
" l}rill(,li)leS ()f .be fricIJ\.'c ()i1 ,\·11i\.~h~ t11c\~ treC)t i!~:~~ }i:iS -cvel-' , . 
" l),--tri 11):1(\(", ~!1(l tIlt~· 1i,lY ~ \"er~~ }rup,)rttHl~tt ~'l~· (It' nlan(tcd 
,,, their l~1JIJli.::\t!'-)ll ill t111s cdi'~~Oil of his 'v(~rl~s: l~ nr is it 

- 1 1 1- · 1 ..., 1 J' , 
" COI1Ct-l\('(l ti~at ~l f()1111) lauce \Vlt 1 thIS <'lt111~ .. 11~., altt~r tnc 

" eXJ11al1(llio1111t'r~ gi'-t l!- enl} ~lt') an)~ il!jtlr}· to the l)R'g rl'l)ll

"tatl{)ll. 1"\11(1 to tll~ ,,,riter or tilis 110tL it (lot:s l1ut r~~'lll a 
" i't·t11cil'llt rt.-3lon t,11at a. ,"er,- \"aluaLle ,~ork f11{)ll.lcl !J(:! COll
" iigncft tf) ol)11,-!orl, l)eCatli"c it is ill fallle llie<lfllre illcon1-
"])let~, or l'l'{'~rire it is i)artl}" a ft\let1icll froll1 atltll0rs to 
" \VI)!)111 :t diitilltt rcfl'r(:nce cannot 110'V be Dlit(le.-" 

It m3)" !J~~ rCl11arkc(1 tllat tile leEi'Jres on I<:i()qtlence and 
Div~~it~·, tlloHgll t:qtlall~.· COlililendic''-lS ,vith ttlJfe 011 ~loral 
}"lhil()f()11h:-, do l1Qt i~~(:111 to l1ecci all:,- acl,-.1()\viCtlgllle11t in 
regartl t() tllc lilH~rty· taken of l)orr()"\ving fro:'il other allt110rs. 
'Tllt:)r are in a rell1<lrkabie ciegrcc orig'illal. It nla)T, perllal)s, 
be prol)e~" to {tate, ,vllat is kllo'''''n to" hllndreds, tll~lt tIle lec
tllres on Eloqilt'ilce '\r,·ere 1\Trittcn exaCtly' as they now appear 
before Blair'sleCtlll"e£ 011 tllt: [elme ful1jeCl ,vere C\Ter in IJrint. 
DR. ,,,,,. ITHF.RSPOON h~~.s been heartl to declare eXI)licitlJP, 
tll~\t llt), conl1111111icatioll \v11atev'cr took 111ace bet\Veell hin'} 
al1(l ])R. HI ... AIR, r{~lclti\·c to t.Ile topics ,v11ich tIle)' llave botll 
difcllfic(l; ~11(1 the cr,rrcil)()ndel1cc "yllicll appears in their 
lcae:lillg i(leas, he 11-1{~(1 t() re"mark, ,vas a Uri-king proof of 
tIle latt!11g eft'ecl pro{lllct:ll l)y· illll)il?i11g tl-.e fame principle~ 
~11(111ll(IY'il1g lllldel' tlle f~tllle 111-~lters ill e:trl)· life~ 

, 1 ~}le tll itt))" }las l)111,; to it-ate fart!lcr, tllat he lUOft· fillce~·el,r . ' . 
regrets tl1at 110 InOl"f~ ()f tl1C 1)'1~111l1fcril)t fcrnlons of DR. "rI-
rr H E ~ ~jJ'()()N call lle G·})t~li 11 (;(1. Of !11a~1 ,. ex:cellent d·ifcollrfes 
,\-llilJl I1t! llns Ueel} llc~1r(1 to (lelivl'r, il~t a trace call no,v be 
ff)tlll<.l:. '1~11t'\~ ,,,t're J~fl11)abl,'r C()rl11l1itted to tIle flames 
throu~~h miH::ke, ,,,-it't ~l large 'cu1lctiion of his papers which 
Ilt: ~n J.cr~({ to bt: bi.:rll(,,'(l ~l little before llis (leath. 



PRE F A C E. 

-.... --
THE foi!O'lVil1/f Treatises 'Were ol-igina/Iy puMislud at 

different til1lCS, Qad S01ne of thrill 011 particular occasivns; out tll~ 
ottcnti~e reader tzL,iii easily perct::;.,e on~ lea!ling design running 
through ti,e rzvllole. '171e aut/,or hutll long heen of O"bilJiol:, ll,at the 
great decqy of religion in all l>arts of. t~li~ kingdoin, ;s ch!·d/y 
O~:Ji1Zg to a de!)arti.lre fi 0111 tlle f:rlltll as It IS In JESUS, froni those 
doctrilles which chieJ..,v consritut.: tile substa:!r.e of the gospd. It 
may f)erhaps be justly imlJllted to ot/;'fr g:.:neral causes in part, and 
in SOlize 1neaSl~re to less universal causes ill pa!·:icu!ar places; but 
as all i7Zoral action ii:Ust arise P-or,7, priIlCI~l)le, otherwise it ought 
not to be called by that 12anze, tIle immc(liate and moft po\verful 
catlfe of (legeneracy in praa.ice, muft al\vays be a corruption 
in pril1ciple. 

I a ill sensible that many rzt'ill be reac!;: to cry out on tllis .ecasion, 
" Such, notions arise fro1n narrowness oj l1zind cud uncllaritahle 
"seilti111elZts." I allSiVer, tlz.at it is surprising to think 110W easilY 
the fashionable 0'· cant "lJll,rases of the age, iuill pass among super. t 

.ficial tlzi1ZRe1·s and reaclers, r:vith.out the least atteniion either ta 
their meani;lg, or to the c~'lJideJlce on iV/lich they ar~ founded. 

Thus at present, if a man shall iL'rite or spea. against certa;,. 
principles, and stile the1rt pernicious, it ttJ.,ill he thought a suffici.:nt 
...... in.,l£ration of them t01nak.e a beaten C011'Z,nOll-place ~nco1niunJ. n11 

liberty of conscience and freedol1l oj enqui1J·., Blessed be God, tllis 
g1-eat and sacred privilege is t:zvell secured to us il1 tlzis nation: 
Bllt P,.°C':)', is it nor nline as well as yours.2 And is it not th~ 'Very 
exercise of this liberty Jror e:;)ery Inan to endeavor to su/)port those 
p,.°inciplc.,'s wlzic/t appear ,ta Ilim to be founded 01~ .J."teason and Scrip .. 
ture, as t:zvell as to attack, rttJithout scruple, e'Very thing ivhich he 
believes to he contrary to eithel·. 

Let it also be ohse1·'1Jecl, that if f reedF}1n oj inquiry be a blessing 
at ail, it can he so for no other r(}ason thall the exctllcllce and sa .. 
lut.'"!ry influence of real truth., ttt·hen it call be d£scover{ tZ, (r truth 
and error are equally saJre, l1ot1l ing call be more foo/is/i, than for a 
man to ~l,,'aste his tinle in endeavoring to distinguish the one from 
the other. TVhat a CVie7l.' does it give us of the rtVeaRness of I,Ulnan 
nature, tlzat til\-" sc;nle pe'rSOllS so fl'°equently hold inconsistent pr in
cijJles.2 Iloczv nZG1!) rzvill say the strong(st things in favor of an 
i1tlpartial search aftt)~· truth, and if);tl, th.e 'Very sal1ze breath tell you, 
" It is of no consequence' at· all, either for tinJ~ or t:t,rllit), wl,e~ 
" th~r )~OZ, hold one ojJinion or another." 



PRE F .'1 C E. 

TI,~,t~ rtjfcctions are only dt'sl:~n~(l to prfltllrt ,J (i.~ndid fI'lpr~
judiced /,eariilg to ~!.'hat is o.lf,:rrcl in ,I,t fellot:,ting .I.l:,lgCS, ill de .. 
fence oj. 'It·hat app~ars to m~ lIlt' .f:mdamt'lital J9rtn:'t-S, of !11t: ,l{OS
pel, tv/llcl, are nO'll) .so grt"~/l;· I:t~r:/t'c'~cl, O~ S!) 0lJ~n~"j a,-"spl .. \"~~'. I 
on, encollrogel.l to t"is J'epllhlicDI i'011 ~y tl,~ ... ~r~(ll dt'm,::Jd '''~r~ has 
iJecJI/oJ· some oj" tile pit'ccs, particular[, rl')lC l~ffay 0)1 Jl!ftificatioJl. 

I mllst ofscrfJe "ere, ll'dt I I,,-:~c r,".:ej~f(l st:f)~ra/ Ic.,tlers 0;: ,h;~ 
sllI1~'t, desiriJlg that t he ;Jh: .... 1S~ impllte(l riglltcollfllCfs "'l~f[I,t he 
c/,a71ged, as lie hit to gr(lat ~xct."Pt ions; a r~~ "Icst w;,icl, I "'tJlll.! 
,"cadi!'y Izaite conlplied 'lUi:I" if it c()uld h~ il:adc cf,;pear til b~ cilh,"r 
1lnscri'jJtllralor dangtrolls. But as I apprell(illl it is fui!}' t:1arr,lJJt .. 
,d ~ Rom. i\"'. 6. QIJd mar:,v o!ll~" passag~s ; St.' I d:) lIot S£~ '1~/lllt 
can be undt."rstood 6.,v it~ diff~r~;.t from, a~' ;JJor~ Citl1:g~rc-lis "Jan, 

forgiyenefs of fin and acceptance l\·itll GOD, not for our o""'n 
bllt for CHRIST'S fake. ..1s :he c(:se Slil/~l.ls, "l~"'c.,r!Jr~ it is t!) 6~ 
Jeartd, that a stllL/ied tndfa~oT to QfJ,id the ~xpression "..Jould c/o 
71JOre I,arm on the one hand tl,all it could do s£~vice O~ th~ or/lcr. 

'In tIle Treatise 011 Regeneration, "GW first 1~1I6Iishtd'S tl:~ .sam~ 
general design is p"r,slle .. l, hut in a Tv'~? Inore dirtclLi' lu·ot .. tical ; 
and indeed I am fulLy CQlltJillred, that it is 11~t O!I{r of I:l~lrh __ fTt'llt

~r momtnt to malte experimclltal tllun fpeClliativc Chriftians, h,:t 
that to explain Gild ei!}orce the Cl9ct,.illts oj" tll~ gosl.bel ;s a [,~tt~r 
tv'!, to produce 011 llnsllalt.en ptllrSllaS;OII (!I t!,r;r lilli/I, thall to col
lect anti refute tile CQtJi/s of ac/'rersnri(:s, ~:Jhicll, tllOUgl~ t hey ar~ 
often trifling, &':re lloti:,i:I,stal1dillg illll!!nlfrable. I '"ope tl,is ~lJill 
excuse the intrr.ducing se~e7·aJ pass(18"~s oj Scrl:lJlure iI, tli~ last 
1nelltioned 1"'ren.t~fe, and cZPP!;'iilg tll,'II' Oil ft~/iat a.bpears to ",e to 
he their oh'Vioils Jlleallillg, '«t,'it/'Ollt ta~illg tIle least ll()ti'('~ oj the 
tl71,tlvear;ed pains fr~quellt!'y taRen by 'Wire drQ~lJing critics to inter .. , . 
pret tilem In a contra,:y s(.';zs,'. 

LOlldoll, June, 1 i64. 
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THE 

f.\Il"'HFUL SER\·~\~T RE'.t,. i\.RDED : 

.\ 

s E R o N·r .L , 

D~lii:~r~(! III PriJJcnr;ll~ "cfor~ tk Boarl of r nlslt,"es of 
the Co!l~ge of }l ...... u.J'·rsty.. Al~y 6, 1795, flcCaSiO!lt'd b.v 
liN (i~ath of lh~ l?t"fJ. j()HN 'VI1'HERSPOON, 
D. D. L. L. D. Prcsi,knt f!.f said College, b)' JOHN 
RODGERS, D. D. Senior .J.~Ii:lister of tl~ alii/cd Pre-s
b)",,-r:all Cburch~s, ill the city of Nt~· Tork. 

Pt:I1.ISBJ:'D BY P!~ltTIC~LAa IlEGEEST OF TDE B~.\ltD. 

-

~, llit Lord said ,.1110 hi,l"~ "1fT(·11 dOllf~, th'lll g-90J Qlid,(a;tll
fill ,,')n-vG)!t; tl,OII kn.l1 bl!Cll fiiit~fill ~~J(,"r a few thill.tiS" I 
il.'!:11 ,~ake t!:t~ nl/~r "~~I" 1ii.tlIl11 tlljn?~; L'll:~r thou ililo tl~t: ... :... 

j~y of Ihy Lord .. " 

T IlE d()t'~lrine of a future nate of rewards and punilh- . 
ments, lies deep at the foundation of our holy rt:ligi-

011: It is a doCl:rille perfeal}' confonant to reafon and 
fupported l'y it; and is either alTerted, or jufiJy taken for 
granted, in every pa.$!e of the facred oracles. This is the 
inlmortalit):", lor the ble{f~nefs of \\,hich \\'e became inca
pac;itated, b}1 our apoitacy from Glxi; and that, for the 
enjoyment of which, it is one great cldign of the religion 
of Jefus Chrift to prepa.re us. The whole frame of this 
religion is wifely calculated for this end. Anlollg tlle 
mall}p e\'idellces of tlle!e truths, we may appeal to tIle 
ditcourfes of our Divine Mafier; and p:lrticu)arly to this, 
of 'A"hic;h our text is a part. 

\'" OL. I. B 



J4 DiscOllrst on th~ d~ath 

In the preceding chapter, he had gil-en his difciples an 
infiruClive difcourfe on the cer~ainty and folemnity of his 
fecond coming. He continues the fubje8: in this chap. 
ter, and enforces the great duty of preparation for it, by 
the parable of the ten virgins, from the Iirft verfe to the 
thirteenth; by the parable of the talents, from thence 
to the thirtietll \?erfe; and by a more particlllar aCCOllnt 

of the procefs of the judgment of t~e great day, from thence 
to the enli of tIle cha pter. 

Tile nlore immecliate (lefign of the parable of the ta
lents, of ,\·hich our text is a part, is to enforce tIle dllty~ 
and illuftrate the happinefs of heing prepared for gi-oing 
tip our accoullt, when he fhall come to judge! the world in 
righteoufnefs. You may read it at your leifure. The 
"man travelling into a far country," in this parable means 
our Lord 11illlfeJf; \vho is the great head of his church, 
which is his f.1mily. The" fervants," of whom we here 
read, mean all profeffing Chrifiians; all \'rho caU them
fe}\Jes the fer\'allts of Cllrift, \\7hatever their nation or de .. 
nomination may be; though fome fuppofe the Milliners 
of the Gofpel are Olore particlilarly intendea. 

My the talents, we are to underfiand the various gifls 
of Heaven, whether of a comn1011 or of a fpecial nature. 
They include the bounties of Providence, fuch as health, 
firength, reafon, genius, riclles, 11onor, I)ower, learning, 
reputation, the feveral advantages arifing from our Ration:; 
in life; and, together \vith there, thofe graces of the fpirit 
that \onftitute the Chriftian temper. Thefe are all fo 
many talents pllt into Ollr Ilands, to be improved for G(XI, 
;tod the beft interefis of Ollr fellow-creatures; and tlley 
are different to different per[ons. rr 0 one God gives 
Inore of there gifts or graces, and to anotl1er lefs; Wllicll 
is rlefigned in the parable by the mailer's giving to one 
fervantfi'iJe talents, an'l to another two, and to another O~. 

By " the Lord of thole lervants coming. after a long 
time, to reckon \vitil tIlem," we are to underfialld that 
plrtieular judgment which everyone palfes under at 
death, when our final flates are <letermined: and alfo, and 
principally, our Lord's coming to judge the world in 
righteoufnefs, at the Ian day, " 'Vhen everyone fhall re· 



c:eive ~he things done in the body. according to tlut h~ 
hath done, whetaler it he good or bo,d."" .At both thefc: fo. 
lemn periods, the faithful ferv1nt of CItrin, whate,-er his 
ch:u-a8:cr alld fiation in life Ina)~ ha\·e beell, IIlall be r~· 
ceived with a u \Vell done, thou good and faithful fer. 
vant; thou haft been faithful over a lew things.. I will 
make tbee ruler over nlany things; enter thou into the 
j:>y of thy Lord." 

rfhere are two thin~s in there words that particularly 
defen·e our IlOtice. The cbarnttn' tif I~ who fhall 
lheet with the approbation of their Lord, in the g~at day 
of final a~ards» they have been good and faithJil1 Jer
vants. And tile rnl1flrd fuell fhall receive, on that fO
)emn occaGon, from the judge of quick and de3d-They 
ll~all be eaell one recei,'ed with a ,& 'Vell done, thou good 
2nd faithftd fen-ant; thou hail been iaithful o'-er a (elY 

things, I will make thee ruler over many things» enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord .. " 

Agreeably to this view of my text, I fhalJ, 
I. Briefly confider the charatler of the gocxl and faith. 

ful feTVa11t of Q.rift. 
II. The nature of that reward here promifed to all fuch, 

in the great day of the lArd. 
l.et us enquire, 
I. '~11at is the charaCter of the good and faithful fcrvaDt 

of Chrift? 
I have already raid this may be applied either to the 

tlifciples of Chrifl in general of \vhatever nation~ denollli
nation, or charaaer in life they may be; or to the minif. 
ters of the Gofpel in particular. I fhall confider the phrafc 
as including both. And it ilnplies, 

1. LO'Oe to Christ o1ld his StTtJ;ct.-A good fenant al. 
,vays loves a goocl maRer. But it is lleceffary to obfen·e 
here, that this lo\'e to Chrift and Ilis fervice is not found 
in the heart of depraved matl, in his nattlral Rate. \\! c 
ar~ by nature alienated fronl God: defiitute of every 
prillciple of lo\·e to Jlinl and Ilis ron Chrifi, in their true 
character. The apofiolic defcription of depraved human 
nature is, " having the undcrftanding darkened, being ali. 
enated from the life of God, through the itillorance that i:.. 
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in them, becaufe oftJle blincillefs oft11eir hearts."a Hence 
arifes the lleceffity of being "renewed in the fpirit of o'Jr 
mind; and of putting on tile ne\\' man, \\'hich after Gocl is 
created in right(Ollfllefs an(l trtJe 1101inefs."b But one of 
the principal conflitllents of tl1is lle\\' n'lan is, lO~ie to Go(1 
and his fon Chrifi Jefus. Love to God for his own divine 
excellence, as \\·~ll as for the benef!cellce of J1is hand, to 
lls-and Jove to Chrifi, as being the "brightnejs of his 
father's glory, and the exprefs image of his perfon."f 
The fincere fenyant ofChrifi loves both his perfon and his 
c)laratler. His ful11 is pleafed ,,,~ith 111m, as he is exllibi
ted in the oracles of truth. U He is the chief among ten 
thoufand, and altogether IO\Tel}l" ill his efieem.d He loves 
alfo his sertJite: He efteems his laws to be altogether equal 
andjutl-rrhis is the native effeCt of his 10,-e to his per
fon and his govemment: u For this is the love of God, that 
,\ge keep his commandments, and his comnlanciments are 
not griC\?OllS. ,1e The lo\?e \\"e bear to the perfon of Cl1riJl~ 
in proportion to its prevalence, \vill not only indllce us to 
obedience, but render that ubedience eafyand delightful
'Ve delight to oblige thofe whom we lmie. 

2. The good and faithful fervant of Cbrift lO'()t"s his fol
low .e~",ants-}Ic! cOl1fiders them :-.S children of the fame 
common father with himfelf: a .... d \\'~ read, that "every 
one that loveth him who begat, loveti! him alfo wh~ is be
gotten of himJ He confiders them as redeemed· by the 
fame precious blood of Chrifi; and as the fubjeEt.s of the 
~ime fimltifying and comforting itJfluences of tile fi)irit of 
RTace, Wllich are the COlllnlGll l)rivilege of every true 

Cilriftian; for \- If any nlan ha\'e 110t the fpirit of Chrift, 
he is none ofhis.'~ lIe confiders them &s engaged in the 
lJ.ll1e COl11mon callfe witll hilnielf; tIle a(I\"anCellltI1t of 
the kingdom of Chrill, and the iiJufiration of the honor of 
(;od in our \\'orld. There are tIle great ends the good an<l 
faithful fervants of Chrifl: ha\?e in vic\\', ho\vever the,· Ina~7 ttl _ 

diner in rome of the modes of purfuing them. Yet this 
cliflcrence (loes not forfeit their lo\-e, or (lefiroy thtir ella-

;: r::}~h .. i\·.Js. h,·~r. ~~, ~.1, c ~lt·h .. i.~. d5ong. \·610,16 • 

. ' t T .h:l V.~. ,-) J~)h'l \'.'. J' 1{"lll, Viii. 9-
ttl • - ~ 



({ tbe Rev. Dr. 1I1therspDoll. I; 

rity for each other. If the perfon whofe charaCler I de. 
fcribe, cannot agree to agree with his brethren. in denomi. 
nation, or mode of wodhip, he will agree to differ with 
them-He will agree they fhould think and aCt for them
felves, in matters of li.Kh infinite concern; a privi'lege he 
juiUy claims to himleIf.· And in how many things f<>ever 
the difciples of ChriH may diflcr in matters of lener mo
ment, they will all agree in loving their Maner, his 1,(\
"nor, 111s truth, alld his fervice-The" will agree in a<iorll. 

.. c:: 

ing their !>rofdfion in all godlinefs of converlation. 
Again~-1'he good and faithful fervant contiliers his 

fellow-difciples as in the fame vale of tears, and in the 
fame fiate of imperfeCtion and· trial with himft!lf; and, 
therefore, that both they and he frand in need of mutual 
fympathy, charity, and forbearance, one towards another. 
In a \vortl, he conficlers tllem as Ileirs of tIle fame future 
glory with himfelf; as travelling to the lame " city, which 
11atll fC'llnclations, ,:vh4)fe builder anu maker is Gocl ;" and 
that, therefore, they (,ught not to differ by the \va)7. 

Of ruch importance is this brotherly 1ove, in the efii .. 
J;Ilation of our Lord, that he not only enjoins it upon his 
difciples as their duty, but as their difiinguithing and eha
ratleriftic duty; tl1at duty \v llich more firongly marks 
their charaCter as his difciples than almoft any other; and 
that by which they are efpecially to difiinguifh themfelvt!s 
froll1 the lnen ()f tIle world. You, therefore, hear him 
h1.Y, ".J..\ ne\v conlrnan(lment I give unto }~OU, that }?e 
love one another; as I have loved you, tllat ye alio love 
one another. By this {hall allinen know thd ye are my 
difciples" if ye llave ]O\7e otle to another."ti 

3. ])iligence i,l his Lord's 'lvor/~, is another ingredient 
in the charaCter of the good and faithful fervant. You 
,viII eafily perceive tIle abfurdity of a gOO(}, allcl at tIle 
i:1me time a slothful fervant, in common life; and it is 
flill more fo in tht cafe before us. 'Ve all have OUT work 
in life affigned us, in the courfe of a wife Providence: and 
this is two fold, our general bufinefs as men and Chrif
tians, and the fpecial bufinefs of our re1peClive nations. 

a John xiii. 34, 35. 
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Bt)th Ulefe are fruitfu1 of a \rariet}' of (luties, too nume
rous to be recite(! in this place~ They embrace the "lho)e 
comp~fs of dLity, both moral and pofitive, that we owe to 
Ollr God, our neigl1bour, or ollrJ~l\·es. Nor is there a 
ftllgle cllaraCter \\'t fuilaill, or relatioJl \\'e bear, in either 
of tllofe \7ic\,·s, but \\t'hat is the iOllrce of inlportant duties. 
And if }'OU confider the variety and nlultiplicity of thefe 
relations and connexions, you will readiiy perceive there 
dtlties n1uft be nun1erous, as \,-ell as ill1portant. But all 
thefe are fo Inany claims OIl tIle diligellce oi the fer\1ants 
of Chrifi; to nlan}7 obligations on theln to be " not Hoth. 
fnl in bufinefs, bllt fer\lent ill fpirit, fervillg the Lord."a 
'Ve mnft be diligent too, that one duty may not interfere 
\\·ith another, for every thillg is beautiful ill its ft!afon. 

Again-Diiigence is implied in the idea of faithful
ness; for the fervant cannot be faitllful \vho is tlot dili .. 
gent. No man ever employed. a fer'~ant to run idle; nor 
l~an an)· thing be more contrary to the defign for \\lhich 
Heaven lla~ olade 11S, tllan a life of {loth and idlenefs, un
lefs it be a life of open and undifguifed prophanenefs. 
-The author of our lives has fufficiently marked the great 
ell(l for \vhich he made us, upon tIle aCtive po\\:-ers \\tith 
\vhich 11e has endo\\?ed us-Ancl this diligence is to be 
particularly employed in the dilcharge of the duties of OUf 

1everal fiations in liie. This is one way, among others, by 
which we are to brillg forth fruit to' the honor of our Lord. 
"'And llerein," faitllour Saviour, " is my father glorified, 
that }'OU bear Inuch fruit; fo {hall }·e be 01Y difciples."b 

4- The good and faithful fervant h(IS a sincere regard 
to IJis "laster's honor. 1'his is tlle elld at \\1 11ich lle willies 
and Hudies to aim in aU his aCtions: agreeably to the 
Di"ine cOIllnlatld, " vVhether }Ye eat or drink, or whatfa. 
ever }"'e do, do all to the glory of GOll." c And in this the 
Jerva!\~ of Cllrifi accords with l1is matter: tIle great end 
of \vhofe incarnation, atonelnent, and interceffioIl, on the 
bel1alf of fiIlner3, was, tIle illufiration of God's declarati\7e 
glory. lIe un(lertook the vindicatioll of tIle charaCter and 
government of God, from the contempt fin had caft upon 

a l{ )mans xii. I I. 6 John xv. 8. '1 Cor. x.3 1• 



them; and in this he hilly fuct:eeJe,i. and appeals to his 
fatber, that fo he had done-u 1 ha\"e glorified thtc on the 
earth; I have finifhed the work which thou ga'"til me to 
do."a You will fA!Tcei\·c, t:.Cl1, that to aiDl at the honor 
of God, as the highefl enel of all our actions, i~ in a capi
tal infiance, to have the " fanle mind in us, \\'ilic.:h \\'as al· 
fo in Chrift Jefus, our I..ordo"6 1'he true fetTant oi c.1trift 
regards the honor both oj' his cllaratler and of IllS perfon. 
By the honor of ChriJl's charaCter, lillean his llollor as me· 
diatoT; particularly as the great atonement Jor fin, and as 
our interceffor at hi~ father1s right hand. But to honor 
Chrift under this cbaraaer, in a proper manner, is not on ... 
ly to profefs our firm faith in there doctrines, btlt to accept 
him as the Lord our righteoufnefs; it is to truft in the 
merit of his atonement, as the fo]e ground of our accep .. 
tance ill the fight of ~od-Thus the good and illi thful JCr
vant of Chrift puts th'! highefi honor in his power upon 
him, in the character of a Saviour. He pratlically ri&s 
his very fuvation 011 his ability, fuitableneis, and willing
nefs to fave hiln. 

I fhall mention but one ingredient more in the charac
ter 1 anl at prefent illufirating, and that is, 

s. Faithfulncfl in the diicharge of the duties of life. 
The charaCter under which our text reprefents the ferv:lnts 
of Chrifr, is that of stt:l.i'ard.), with whom their Lord had 
entrufied his goods; to fome he gave nl~ie, and to othen 
lefs, to trade withall. But the Aoofile tells us, "That it 

& 

is required in Rewards, that a nlrn be found faithfili. "e: 
And you will pleafe to obferve, our text exprefsly ftiles tbe 
true difciple of Chrift, " a good and faithful fervant." 

This faithfulnefs confifis, principally, in a confcientiou~ 
Jincerity and diligence in filling up the duties of Ollr feve
ral nations and charaC\:ers in lite. and the great rule by 
\vhicll ','e are to act, is the ,\·ill of our Lord and A·Ia(ier~ 

Thus much for the charaCter of the good ilnd faithful 
fervant. 

Let us now proceed to enquire) 



Disc()llrS~ tn, Ih~ JtOI!» 

II. ,\7:J:lt is the nature of that re\\"ard prolniJctl in our 
text to all fllel} good and t~ilhful tenants? 

And .. :os it i$l~re defcribed, it implies, prillcip:-Jly, the 
tour tollowir.~ thin~s : 

I. "be Q,c~p'll1Ice oj IlxiT jxrStm$ \\' itb God.-''fhis is 
implied in the chantler hcre gil"en them, and n:prefented 
in the patable, :AS giv~n tbenl by their Lonl .. when he calb 
thcm to give all account of their fle\Vanllhip .. gclOil and 
/tlithfol #1"iH11Its. And you will pleale farther to ohferve, 
they are not only acknowled~ed as good and faithful~ bu~ 
receiv~ with a ., '\"ell done .. ye good and faithful fer
VaIlts." 1'his, indeed .. chiefly ~Inports an approootion of 
their ~ondua: but it is no lefs expreffive of the accep
tance of their perfons. 

But to eftimate this bleffing in a proper manner, it is 
necdfary to recollell, that as finners, we had forfeited ail 
right to this acceptance with God, and juRly merited his 
Jcvere difpleafure. Wfhat we defeITe nothing but indig
nation :mel wnth, tribulation and wguifh, from him, 
throughout a.1l imnlortality of woe. Yea, thilt fudl is the 
natufC of the forfeiture we hil\"e made of th~ llivine fa'lor ; 
:lIlt! f'Uch the jllftice of the fentence that binds us (10\\·0 to 
fuffer his difpleafure, tbat it appears not to have been com
patable \vith the hQoor of God, to reverie the felltelJCe and 
reflore the finner to fa\por, without an adequate iatisfatlion. _ 
_ '\nd the price paid for this bldling, the precious blood of 
the S:>n of God, greatly contributes to enhance its ,·alue. 
But ho\v rich the mercy, for an heir of Hell to become, in 
this way, ~"an heir of God, and a joint heir with Chrift 
Jefus !" 

2. It implies the r.AbroiJation and a,c~plallCe of their 
se",ic~$ for God, and his caule in the world. Every in
dividu~l among them alan be rec~ived with a ,~'\'P ell 
tione,a thon good and faithful fervant, thOll haft been faith
ful over a few thin~s." Langu3.ge cannot exprefs the ap
probatio~l of the great Judge of quick and dead, in ftronger 
terms. But did our time admit of confidering the many 

(I 11,«" original Wtlrd E\" here ~I:derd " well done," h.u a L.t C~ 
~ !~.1t C3U!'\lt b,,' fuBy t:~prtlrcu in our lanS'l~ze. 



imperfedions tllat at~en(l tile ,'"el)· bell f~rvices perlorlne\\ 
b~· the holiefi of our unI's fen9 allts, for hiln, 110W dcepiy 
llailloo Uley are witll gllilt, it ,,'"ould fer,-e, not a little. t~ 
illuftrate the riches of that reward conf~rred upoil them, 
III this acceptance of their fen'ices tor him. .And this far. 
ther fuggeJis, what it is of importance lO attend to, that 
this acceptance of our perfons and fervices, \\-hen \,We come 
to tlaJld beiore unblemiflled pllrit}', is not of merit, but of 
grace, through the atonement and interceflion of the Di. 
\/ine ~Iediator. (, It is to the praife of the glory of his 
g'-tJce, that Il~ Dlakes us accepted in tIle belo\-ed."a But 
It is not the lefs certaill, for its being of grace. 

This acceptance of our perfons and fervices, is of itfelf 
a high reward, for all we have ever done, or can do. fur 
God, \vhile in tlus life, \\~here there none otll~r: but tllis 
is not all-for, 

3. This reward implies actual and superadded honors, 
COllferred upon the faithful fervants of Chrilt, in the great 
day of God. This is tIle inlport of" Thou haft been faith. 
ful over a few things, I will make thee ntler over many 
things.'~ \Vllat tIle nature of thefe honors filal} be, \\"e 
are not fo clearly taug)lt. wl'\\-o thillgS, ho\\"ever, feelll to 
be plain refpeCting them, in the facred oracles, namely, 
1'hat they !han bear fome proportion to our faithfulne1s 
and diligence ill our Lord's iervice here-and t!lat tlley 
iliall be great. 

They 1hall bear fome proportion to our diligence and 
faithfulnefs in our Lor(l's fervice in tllis life. ,~.,. e rea(l, 
U There is one glory of the fun, and another glory of the 
moon, and another glory of the fiars: for one ftar differ. 
eth from another in glory-So alfo is the refurreEtion of 
the dead."/J Thefe words plainly point us to a difference in 
the degrees of that glory which fhall be conferred on the 
it:veral fervants of Chrift, in the day when he fhall fillifh 
the mediatorial fyHem, by railing the dead, and judging 
the world in righteoufilets. They fhall differ as the fun 
ditters f~om the mOOll, atld tile moon from tIle {lars, and 
the flars one from another. But the ground of this differ-

'," OL. I. 
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ence ,,-ill ~, the zeal" the dili~ence, and tile raith;\lln~J~ 
\\-jth \,.Ilich his fervants Ila\'C fen-etl Ilim in this Ji:e. I 
may not 1:1Y their filccefs \\'ill h~\te no illfluence on lilis 
differellce of reward: for ,,-e rt.~d, "IPThat the\- ,,·ho ttl"l 

• 
mal1Y to righteour.~f~ fqal) fhine as the tlars, fOfe\"er an,l 
e\~er. "" Bllt \vhen \\ .. c confkier that it is all atl of mere 
fovereignty in God, whether he wilt filCCttd li'.e f.aithful 
labors of his fervants, yea, (\f not, it is not fo confonant to 
our ideas of equity .. to mak~ it an e\lU.l1 ground of tliftiu
gllifhed honors .. \vitil thofe things that are '''(')Ul1tary in u~ 
as our faithhllllCfs alld dilib'"ellce, ill a great m~ure are. 
Befi(les, tllis WOll)tl be to \Veakell, if not to tleftro)·. the ell .. 

cOllragelnetlt to tliligcnce and faithfulnefs, arifing fronl 
thole promifes of re\varJ to them, tQ frequent in the ora .. 
des c-f truth; efpedaUyas the moll diligent and faithful 
fervants of Chrift, are not always the moll fllCcefsfu). And 
it farther deferv~s our notice that the reward cOllferred, il' 
our text~ on the good fen9 ant, is rounded, not 011 his suc
cess but on his faithfulnefs; "Thou haft been fi1ithJul 
O\1er a few tllil1gS, I \vilt make thee ruler over many 
thillgS." 

I iltClU only add, under this particular, that the parable 
of the ten pounds, entnlnetl by their Lord to the ten fer
vallts" \vhich }'"OU 113.,-e ill the nineteenth chapter of tbe 
Gofpel by Luke, fufficiently demonftrates, that the rewanls 
tll~\t fhall be cOfl:erre(1 011 the fervants of Chaif} at Jaft, 
\\'111 not onl}' (liffer in their (legrees of' honor, but that tllis 
hOllor flla11 bear a proportion to their diligence and faitll. 
fulnefs for him in this lite. They each OllC received Olle 

pound apiece, as J~Otl nlay percei\re by reading Ll)e para
ble. Of theJe, Olle, by his diligence and faithfuillefs, had 
gairlecl ten POllll(ls antI he is nlade ruler over ten cities. 
--i\nother by Jlis di1igetlCe, had gaillell five poUllds, and 
he is made ruler o\'er five cities. 

~T ou will I)Jeafe to ol,fer\'e, the fUlllS elltrufte<.l to there 
fervants were the fame; but the improvement is repre
fented as clifferel1t, al1(1 tllat the diflerellt-e ill tIle rewanl is 
proportion~d to the difference in the improvement. 



The loweft de~, bOll-ever, of this rewanl filal1 he '-e· 
ry great to thofe who J"ttei,-e it. 1'his ap~ars, fr(\!il the 
im3g~s ufcd in Scripture, to il1ufirn!t. its naU!."C. It is 
comllared to, it is il)\)firattti b~~, ~ll tla.: ~IOT:<:·S of r()~'alt~·. 
IIellce \\"e reall of" a crCla-n of ri~htt tl'-!ilefs .. "" antI ~f" :l 

t'TO\""t'II I!' glury, that fudeth not .'''-;!:' ,"/.I ,hat ihan lx- rOll

ferred upon all the fincere dif.:-ipks of Chrilt. Of a Ibrv..,i .. ", 
and their $;t;ing uJ»n th:tt throne; "-ro him that o\"\:r
CO-ll~th, \\'ill I gnult ~o tit \,·ith me on my throllc, c\\!n as 
I alfo o\'erame, an,l am fe: ,10\\"11 ,,"itll ln~· J:'~ltller in hi3 
lbrooe .. "c "-~ a1:o 1't":ul of a /ling.l-ml, and th~ir cnt(:rin~ 
on the poffdfann of that kill~Jom" Come ye bldr~d of my 
Father, inherit tll~ kin~donl prepared for }'otl from the 
fouo(l:ltioll of the ,,"orlll. ''''d .~gn.~al)I}~ to tll~S, l:,C ;:O\kl 
:illd f~thfu! fer\'~n!s of Cilril} are faitl to be nlatle kirl::~) 

~. 

and J~ri('Sls unto Gutl ... ~ But a throne, a CfO\\-n, :l11d a kin~-
tJom, are the fuolmit of earthly grancleur,theutmofl re.~ch 
oj' bUlnal1 achie,,·e~nt. ~:\Iltl ,,"et lheie, all there, £\11 in-

• 
fillit~)y jhort of the bleffeclncfs and hOllOrs in rure rcf'i:n-e 
for thole \vhofe cbL,Cler I ha,~e defcribetl: for it is \\-rit .. 
ten, " E}·e hath not fttn, DN ~ beanl, Ileithcr Ila\·e 
elltered illto tile bea!t of' nlan, the thillgs \vhich G()(l Ilatll 
p~p:tred for thenl that love him. ''f 

4·1'be le\\pard in our text includestbe ,nosl (OnSlilll':I,IIt,' 

/;JPpin~S$.. in the ;nlmeJitlt~ pr~sClIC~ tl1u/ /rllilioll oj tl 
GIRl in Christ.. 'This is imported in that plnaie, '" En
t~r thou into the joy of thy Lonl .. )~ 1'hefe are liter-dly, 
, .. Joys unfpeakahle .. anll full of glory." l"hey include all 
that happinefs that is derived to the fpirits of jnfl men 
Illade perfe8, fr~!ll the deafeil knowledge of a God in 
Chrifl; from the nlofl perlti-l conformity ~o him, and the 
j~Jlleft enjoYffi{!nt of him.. By the clc'tlre'st knowledge of 
a God in Chrili, I do not Olean a pc-r.fret knmvl~dge of 
him; for .... ,,'rho, by tC!arching, can lind out God, or know 
the Almighty to perieftion ?':~ But I mean the fulldi 
kno\\"le<)ge of Jlim, th,lt the tll'll eillarged and daily ell .. 

larging caplcity caD poffibly recei\'e; and which, when .. 



compared with our prefent knowledge, win be in a renre 
perfecl:. The c1eamefs, precifion, extent, and fatisfac
tory nature of this knowledge, are expreffed, in Scripture, 
by " feeing no more darkly through a glafs,. but iace to 
face; and kno\ving even as alfo \ve are kno\vn. "ll Anti 
by the ftrong expreffive phrafe of" feeing Goel's face."b 

This kno\'~;ledge of God, efpecialJy as fhining in the 
face of Chrifl, is one principal fouTce of that conflllnmate 
llappincf.c;, enjoyed by glorified fpirits. They know him 
as their God and portion, and as fuch their delightful ex
perience recognizes and recllizes him. 1'hat is an in
ftrllaive alld etTIpbatical phrafe, as it lies ill the original, 
Rev. hAi. 3. lair c1aufe-which literally rendered, runs 
thus, " A11d God hin.felf fi1all be \vith tl1ern, their God ;" 
that is, exllibiting ancl manifefting himfelf to then"), as 
their God, ill all the \\-a}"s that their fouls, no\v arl'ived at 
the maturity of their exifience both ill a natural and 
In 0 ral view, can poffibly admit. Every power of the 
matured mind filall be an avenue, through \vhich blelfed
nefs {hall flo\\7 into it, froln God, tIle fountain of bleffed
nefs, throllghout an un\\·afiing immortality. 

I may not, I dare not untlertake to defcribe the nature 
of this hal'pillefs. I filall only obferve refpeaing it, that 
Ollr text 11iles it " the joy of our Lord"-" Enter thou 
into the joy of thy Lord"-This, no doubt, means the joy 
of our Lord Chrift. 

It is the joy of ollr Lord, because it has been purchased 
h.,Y him. This refleCl:s a peculiar glory upon it, in the 
eHimation of the fpirits of juft men made perfett; it in
fufes a divine and' exquifite relith into irto this accord!; 
their fong to hifn, " 1'hou art wortll}' to take the book, a:J1cl 
to open the feals thereof: for thou waft flain, and haft tOe· 
deemed us to God by thy hlood, out of every kindred, and 
tongue, and people, and nation." c 

Again-It is the joy of our Lord, because Chr'ist, our 
Lord, has taken possession of it in the name of his people 
-Some ofllis lair ~'ords to his difciples \vere, "I go to 
prepare a place for you."d I-Ie rofe from the dead and 
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a(~endet1 to glory, not in the c:hara8er of~ private petf\ln,. 
bllt as the covenant bead and reprefentative of his people 
_rrhis is tIle chal-aBer in whicll ., he nls entered into 
I-Ieat-en, as the forerunner for us."a 

It is 3110 the joy of our Lord, becaufe it is c1.:d~{·d from 
God. to the happy subjects thtreof, thro::g~ J~S!IS Cbrist,. 
as the bond of Il~;r IInion 'With him, and the tu,dium tif 
their int~r,ourse with him-And this ,,-ill cO!ltinuc: to 1'lC 
the cafe throughout a bleffed immortality. 

And, lafUy, it il the joy of our Lord, becaufe it i~ a joy 
of the same kind with thot v:bic.b tIN gl~ri/i .. ~d bum.i~ n.'· 
lure of our Lord himself shares; fo f.n as they than he 
capable of it-'Vhat lefs than this can ~ the import of 
that ftrong phrafc~ U Heirs of God, and juillt kirs \\'ith 
Chrift."b Nor is this aU, they Dlall enjoy it in the fame 
lllanfions of bleffcdilefs, \Vllich he IlimJelf inllabits. 1n~5 
is his promife to them, " I will come again, an~l r..:cci,'c 
you unto myfelf, that wh~re I am, there ye may be alJo. '''c: 
And his availing prayer for them is, " Father, I win, that 
they alfo whOln thou haft given me, be VJith me "it,IN:'"(! I 
(1111, that they may behold my glory \vhicll thou hafl gi\tt:tl 

me. " d Agreeab1y to which, \Ve reall, ,~ They fbaU e,-er 
be with the Lord."e 

AI1Cl now from all this, you ,viII not hefitate to conclude, 
that this joy mull be a compleat and an everlafiing joy. 
And, \vhat can it be more? 

My brethren, you will eafily perceive this fubjea 
teaches us the nature of the religion of Jefus ehrin. It 
forms its happy fubjeas to a proper temper and a proper 
conduCt to\vards God and their neigllllOrs. It nlakes 
tllem good and faithflll fervants to their l\1afier, \\·ho is in 
Heaven. It teaclles tllem t!leir (luty, and inclillcS and 
enables them to comply with it. Its dOCtrines and pre. 
cepts, its promifes and threatenings, are pOWCJiul prinei. 
»les of aCtion. l"hus it is that divine truth fanailles tIle 
human h~art, agreeably to our Lord's prayer" " SanCtify 
theln through tIle truth; tlly word is truth.',/ 
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:5 DisCOllTst or. Il~ cltath 

'You will iarther obfen'e, this religion not only tcac11es 
l!S our lltlt~~ .. al1() forlns us to it, lllit rc\\-ar()s us, in t)1e 
11~Gfl Z!~cr!c!ls manll~r.. for tllis ol:r ,·cr)- dllty-Re\\'anls 
liS \~"i:il :l~' illl~~lQrtll~lir)" of hleffc(lne!s.. in tIle full elljo~'4O 
tl:cnt of tl;c l'at::cr of f~ur ~pirits. How p-al!d, intercft
i;)~" 311\1 (ligJliti~d tile fcelles it O)lCnS ile~'Ollll the gr:t\~e! 

Do all\' of thult: j,~fit~n~s of Illor.t)it\lt, ,,-liich the fOIlS of 
... ~ ~ 

i'lf~delit)· lrifh to eltal)J:fh, i!~(]~-)~)lllt!llt of the filcretl Slri)l-
t,:rl s.,. r~ir~~ifll Ittl'll nl0ti\~es Co \-irtlJe ? ?tfOi i\'t:s fo ratiol1:!), 
:: :!:i 10 t']!clIJatetl to jllfiuel1ce: It is re\:c)dtiol1 a)O!1e tllat 
r!:ih~5 its incentives beyou\.) the hl"ave; that pufhes thclll 
tOllle to the il1010fi fce)ill~s of tIle htlnl«lJl Ile3rt; lllat 
elll~)rtlCes e\~t!r)r fpring of acti\)n~ e\~ell the Jlloft t~cret; 
~~nt! tOlicl~~s t!l~m in the nloti tcn,lcr, jl~ft, antl encrgetif: 
l~lanner. 

l\gain-·rhis fi:l~ca fu~gcfis matter of weat cnCO:A
r_l~et11ejlt ttl the iX!0llJe of GOl), and erpf:ci~llly to tIle Illi

J)itlcrs of Chrifl, to he f.\ithf!ll an<i (liJigent in tIle ,\"ork 
3ffi~ncd thenl in life. Ol!r Lor<l ill arks, \\'jth all omni .. 
iC!(!llt e,,"e, all OUT con<lllcl: to\\':\nls him; alld \\Jhile lIe 

• 
r.!prei:ends oar i!oth and unt:lithfulnefs, be encourages 
~lll1 re\\"an(s Otlr Illeallefl fervicc.'s for llil11. "i\ Clip of' 
coM '''''Olter gl\>C!l to a dili-iplt:,. in the name of a difdple,n 
he ~fiilrcs t.s, "1halJ ill 110 ,vile )ofe its Te\van}. ':a Let 
liS, t!lt!il, tl.ake 00' our floth: let ilS up allU be doing: 
l)ur \~'ork i~ weal; Ollr tilne is fhort, ClI1J our Tt:\varll 
;~Joriolls; }~or is lilere a fillgle Chr;fiian, 110\\geVer pri,'ate 
:lis flatioll or obfcure Ilis cllarader, bllt \Vllat may, fonle 

• 

110W or otl.er, fer\~e tIle illt~rc-fis of Ilis Lor"l in the \\~orltl. 
·fhis he may do by a confcit'llticllS difcharge of the duties 
of the devollt, hut efllCcia.lly of the duties of the focialliic. 
~J":lis \\'i!1 exhibit rciibioll ill a jllfl point of ligllt to tIle 
ftar;-ou::ding worM, and glorify our Father who is in 
I r t:a l~ t:' J. 

'r;lCY may 2110 ~ uferu} in and by the duty of prayer; 
ftxrd. and i:unily prayer. Our God is a God who hears 
pr;,YlT; .utl he, no doubt, !heds many a blefling on his 
Illiili!~\.;rs, C!l !li~ cllurc.:h, on tl1e COlTIlllOn\vealtll, and on 
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the \\-or)(l, in allf\\-er to the pra:·c~s of Ilis htll11bJe, ttlou~rl 
oblcure frien(ls. \' 1'herefore, tn,' bt:IO\'tlt brethrell" f~e • . 
illg Go:] is not ullrighteolls to forget )~ollr ,,'ork &lll{l Jall()l· 
of lovc"-" l.et us be fie(lfaJt, ulln10,·c3ble~ a)\va)'s 
abOtlnliing ill tIle \\'ork of tIle Lorel, foratinucil as \\'e kno\v 
our labor is not ill vain in tIle Lorct." 

Bllt it is tlnle I fllould 11aftel\ to ob!~rve, that this fut1jeEt 
firongly applies to the oreafion of Iny aJ(lreffillg ~'Oll tll:S 
day-The (leath of that vellerable n1an of Go(1, \\,110 

prtfided, with fo much dignity, over this inflituticn for 
t\\r-ent}p -fix }'ears. 

This great Illan ','as (lefcende(l from a refpeCl:al)le pa
rentage; lIf-hich had IOllg po{fefied a confitlerable la11(ieu 
property in tile catl of Scotland. H:s fatl1er \\'as lllillif. 
ter of the parifh of Yeiler, a few miles from Edinburgh, 
",-Ilere Jl, ~\~as 1)On1 011 the fifth clay of J:t~ebruar}', I722_a 

This \\tCrtilY mall \vas eminent for llis piet}r, his literatllre 
and for a habit of extreme accmacy in all his writings anti 
difcourfes. 1~ilis exaolp1e COlltributed flot a little to [orl11 
in his Ion that taile and that jove of accllracy, UIlited 
lvith a nohIe filnpiicit}', for \Vllicll he ,,,-as fo (lil1itlgtlifile(1 
throllgll his whole lite. lIe \vas fellt, \'ery J7oung, to 
the public fchool at Had<lingtol1: His fatller fparecl nei
ther expence nor 11ail!S in his e{lllcation. 1'here he foon 

a Dr, \\'itherfjlnon \\"3.5 li:1eaHy defc~ndtd f.-otn that eminent ln3rr 

(.1' (;',)(1, the Re\·. ~Ir. J()hll Kaox, \,ha!11 l)~'. Hnhertfon fiilr:-, " -rhe 
p- ia1t! iHl1rull,ent of tpre(!ding and enab;ifh~ng the ref~rnled religion 
in Scot}:Pld:' l"he grnit1~, learning, piety, 1.~al, and intrcjlid;ty of 
this g~~clt 11131', rel~dered hinl fingullrly qual i!iell fur the clil1ingnilhtd 
n~rt he !l.1re In that i,.ter!"flin(! event. It i3 recorded of 1\larv, . ~. -
(~e~!l uf SC~l~S, that {he raid, ~c She \vas mOl e afraid of J::.hn K!lox'~ 
c~~ft\~e.~" t:h:1!l of ail arnl'· of ten thoul:.nd nlen." \\" orll out b\,· 111-
~ • • ~ J 

f~[Jnt !"oors, l~e di,d en ~he lith dar of Noven~hrr, '572, in the 
67th r~a" ~f hi5 age. l'he Earl ()~1\rorton, then l{r-gc"'llt of5Ct;tl~1".!, 
\'thQ a~t~"dtd his funcral~ pronounced hi~ culngiutn ill a fe\v \\'ords; 
!h~ !:10'~ ht~nCtrah!e t~)r Mr. l'-::lOZ, fJy~ the abov~ hillorian, as ther 
l::~.ne f.·c~n o,\~ \\'horn he had often CClli'ured, \\~ith pt'cuiiftr iC'ierity, 
,,' lI~"re !ics HE \\ ho uever feared tb~ face of nl~Ul." t\1&". Knox'~ 
d::~~hter }:ti?'d~eth n~arried the falnuu~ 1\-1 ... J,:hn \,\T ~Hl), \\'11" HrOIl!~4 
Ir r~ft·n.blcd. ~lis fath~r-in-Jaw in gcnil;5, charat.l.~r, 31:d l1!e:fulncis in 
\he church: And in this line Dr. \ \9ithe,fn:)otl c.lef(·el~d~d franl th~ ~ 

A. 

hOBor~\bl~ aJl~en.·r. 
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acquired reputation for his affiduity in his fiudies, and 
Jor a nati,'e foulltillefs of judgment, and clearnefs anci 
quicknefs of conception among his fchool.iellows; many 
of ~·hom have fince filled the higheft Rations in the lite. 
rary and polit· :al world. 

At the age of fourteen he ,,'as removed to the llni\--er. 
lity of Edinburgh. IIere he continued, attending the 
different profe[ors, with a high degree of creuit, in all the 
branches of learning, until the age of twenty-one, when 
he was Jicenfed to preach the gofpel. In the theological 
)1311, particularly, lIe \\'as remarked for a moft Judicious 
lane in f."\cred criticifm, and for a precifion of idea and 
perfpicuity of expreffion rarely attained at that early pe
riOtI. 

Immediately on his leaving the univerfity, he was invi. 
ted to be aftinant minifter with his father, with the right of 
fucceffion to the charge. But he chofe rather to accept 
an invitation from tile parifh of Beith, in the weft of Scot
land. Here he was ordained to tile work of the gofpel 
minifiry, and fettled with the univerfal acquiefcence, and 
evell \v·ith the fer\'ent attachment of the people: A cir
cu:nfiance which, under the patronage that unhappily ex
ills in that church, is but too rarely the cafe in the fettle. 
ment of their clergy. His charaCter as a preacher, which 
rendereu him -fo acceptable and llOpular, \viII come more 
naturally before us in another place. Let it fuffice to re
lllark llere, that al\vays interefiing and infiruB:ive in the 
pu1 1)it, he \\'as afficluollS ill the difcharge of e\·ery· paro
cilial Ullty \VhCll out of it. And his preacl1il1g generally 
turned on thore great, difiinguifhing and praCtical truths 
of th~ gofpel, which, in every Chrifiian country, mon af. 
fect and attach the hearts of the great body of the people. 

F~rom Beith he \vas, after a few }Years, tranflated to tile 
large and flourilliing to\Vll cf PaiD}7, fo celebrated for its 
various alld fi11e n"lantlfaclures.-Here lle refidetl in the 
height of reputation and ufefulnefs; and riveted in the 
affeCtions of his people and his fellow-citizens, when he 
\vas called to the prefidetlcy of this college. 

During his refidence at Paifiy, he was invited. to Dub
lin, in Ireland, to aifume the charge of a numerous and 



lclilC~llble congrc~atioll 111 tl1at cit)'". He: \~ as aJ!o l ~tJI~\.1 
to Rottt:rdaID, in the R~public of th~ lTllltc,-1 PrO\'~IIt:t:S--
alld to tilt: to\\-11 of DUll(t\;e, ill Ills 0\'.·'1 COlllltn-. Bllt he -
could 110t be ilJduced to quit a fpJ)i:rc of fll~il reffX\~1abili ... 
ty, comJort, and ufefulndS. He rejc:Ht.'t! :~Ho, in t:l;! tlrfi 
inftculce, the l' . ,!itation of the truttecs llt rll:S col)~·t=~. lIt: 
thOllgllt it allnll{l i01PClfiit11e tor hilll to I)r~:\k conntai~:l~ 
at home, that had beell fo long endeared to !lilll-to '6io, 
late all the att"chmen~s aJld habits of tIlt; f~3Je 1)3:1 uf 
his falniiy-to l~a\~e tlle fcelle of his har~rillels, all~i hO:lor 
-and in his middle career, to bury himieb: 3S he appre. 
Ilende(l, in a llew and dillant COtJlltr~'_ 

But \varnll}T lIrgeJ l)}~ all thole frlC!lds \'i!loi~ jU(I~mel1t 
he moll refpe8etl, alld \\,hore frielld111ip Jle nloil ~::c~llleil 
-and hOllillg that he Illight repay his facrifices~ b}' grea
ter ufefuillefs to the caufe of the Redeeiner, anti to tl:e ill. 
tereils of learning, in this new \\~orld-:Ulli kno\\'illg t!1at 
this inftitution llad been confecratt:d, frolil its founu~\tioJl 
to there great objeas to \\-hich he had devott'd Jlis life, !~:! 
finally confented1 on a lecond application, to \\":1VC: t:\-cry 
other confideration, to crois the ocean, and to take amoa~ 
us that inlportant cha~e to \\-llich he 113.(1 been c:l!le\l, 
with the concurrent wif11es, and the !u_-::dl expectatio:1S 
orall the friends of the col1ege,a F}'heir expcc1:~tions J1:1\:C; 

not been dilappointed.. Its reputation and fnecds. un"!er 
his adminifiration, have been equal to our moft i:mguine 
hopes. 

A~moft tl~e firft benefit \\"hich it recei,"e(l, l)ef;lles tJle 
eclat and the acceffions of tludents proc:lfed to it by the 
fame of his literary character, \\ras tIle augole!itation of i~s 

a Dr. '\Ti:.hel iI)oon «rri\"ed \\'ith hi=, f,lnlily at PfjcC~\"on ir. t~e 
)oll,)uth of ... ~tl~ufl, 1768. H~ ,,"as the h.,th l),~!i\leut nf th~ (:"::~Set 
fince its f~)unda~i()n in t~le \·~~U" 1 "'!46. H~s prc:de(rn·'.I~ \\~~-e, the l~e\". 

• I 

~Ten":,,~. Jonathan Difkelli'nn, l\.ar~)n Bu,·r, J\lnathan EJ-,\'ards, Sdn~l;tl 
Davie~, and Dr. Sanluel Fi niey-~Ien d:!l~r\~jl,· ~~I~nlltt:J ilr g~=~i. 
us, learning, and pi~t)". ~lr. Dickc:nl~n a.~d 1,f .... Ed .. \ .. trd~ \\c.~ _~1. 
\·anc~d in life \\ hen cilJicn t!') th~ preGdt:ncr. 
N~t long befure Dr. \\!itherfpt)on left Scotlandt a .. d \v}lile i:l fu:'

pence rel1)e~ling hi:) dutr, a gei)ti~lniin, p')fr~ff('d df a t\Jnfid~r4lblc P'de 

perty, an old bachelor, and a relation ~f the f4ini~i:·, p"",:;!i:~d tJ u~.Akc 
Jlinl his heir, if he ',\H,Jd not gu to Ao~c! lea. 
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funds.. The college h~:: never ~njoyed any ~rources 
from the ft .. k .. O It was foulkkti, uKl has been fupported 
wholly by prh-ate liberality and zeal. And its financtSt 
from a variety of callfes, were in a In. and declining con
ditioll, at the period ,,-hen Dr. \\·i~rfpoon arri\-ed in 
Anlcrica. Bat Ilis r~pu\ation e~cit~ an UllcommC\n Ii· 
~r:lli~- in the public; 2Rd his perfona) exertions, extend
ed fi~nl )Iaifachllf~tts to Vi~lli~ fOOn r~ifed its funds .. -
to a !loorithill~ fiate. ·fhe \\-itr ~f the IC,-nlution, indeed, 
2.ltcr\\-L~s .. proftntccl e~cry thin~, and almoil ann,llitate<! 
its relOurees; }'ct \\'e C:tllnot but "'ith gratitude recolle\.tt, 
Il(\\\- nlllch tJI~ jllilitution owed, at that time, to his enter
pri~e al,d his t~ents. 

Rut the princip31 adnntages it deri\-ed, ll-ere from his 
liierature» his fuperintelldenc}·; his ~xunple as a happy 
nlotlel of J!OOd ,,'ritin~; and from the to!le antI taRe "'hich 
he I!;lV~ to the literary purfilits of the college. 

In giving the outlines of the cbOlratler of this great msn, 
for I attempt no more~ I thaJl begin ,,-jth obterving, that 
perh~ps his principal nlent appeared in the pulpit. He 
"-dS, ill many rel~cts, Olle \)1' tile bell models on which a . .. 

, Joun~ preal-hcr coultilonn himf~lt: It was ~ fingular fe-
licity to b'l\:! \\ hu)~ cQU~ge .. but efpec:ally to thofe who had 
the p:oic{finn of the minitlry in view~ to have fuch aI) ex
a:tlple COllJialltly bc:fore thenl. Rt:-Jigion, by the manner 
ill \,-hich it \'~lS treatttl b)· hinl, :li~-ays cOlnmanded tIle 
retoctl of tllole who ileanl him1a C\'~ll ,,"hen it \\1tas not able -to l~llt~d~~e tl.cir llearts. ..i\ll admirable teAtual)·, a pro-
Itluotl theo!ol-!iao, pt:rJpiclloUS and fim))le ill his manner; 
all Ulli\'cr!;tl icl~o!ar, acqu:tilltet.l deeply .·ith hunlan na
It:rc; a ~rcl\·e, (ligl1ifie(), ancl folt!llln fpeaker, he brought 
al) tile a\J\·3.Ilta;!~S lleri\~etl troln there fot.rees to the illu[ • ... 

tr:\t:(\tl ~\11tl e!l!orcement of divine truth. wl'hougll not a 
fc:r\~ellt 3:1ll alli!llatetl orator,6 he \\ltas a1\t-a}'"s a folelnn, af. 

c ~i;,-~~ t::ii lectn,)ll \\"~S de:~~'e~, tIM: collq.te has bttn r~\ .. orcd \\ ith 
..1. h. \-.1 ~:):!:~ J,,);l ~t ~ Hil ff\Jm the ~~ii1atllrc of N C\y I ~I f~)·. 

" A ~":'r,,!i~r a!f~aion (\f his ner'-ts, wDich al\~ays o\·~rcanl~ him 
""~n Ilr 3Bc~'\'~ hirnfclf t\) t~~1 ~~ry i~r\'~nll}p on any ruhj~t', obliged 
hinl, t~·\.-ln bi~ callielt e~ltrauce on public lite, to impo!c a nri~ reflraint 
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(etling, and infiru3ive preacher. It was impoffibJe to 
llcar bilD without attention, or to attend to Ilim \\ ilhout 
improvement. He had a happy talent at unfolding the 
ftria an(l proper meaning of tile facrcd \\·riter, in all} text 
from which he chore to difcourte: at cOllcelltrati11g and 
giVillg pc=rle:Cl: lillit}p to every fubjecl: \\lllicil he treated; 
and prefenting to tile hearer the moll clear arllt com pre. 
henfi\·e views of it. Ilis ferolons were di:lillgllilhec! for 
their judicious and perfpicuoliS divil'ions-for mingling 
profoulld remarks on hUDlal11iie, along \\'ith tIle illufirati. 
on of di,,"jne tnlth-and fG~· tIle lucid or<.icr tllat reiglle<l 
thrOtlgh the whole. In his difcourfes, lle love<\ to d\\'ell 
chiefl}· on tIle great d~1riJleS of divine grace, alld on tIle 
diftillguifhing truths of the gofpel. There he brought, as 
far as po!libie, to the level of every untlerftanding, ant} 
the feeling of evel)~ heart. lIe feldom chore to ie;lll his 
hearers into fpeculative difcullions, and never to entertain 
them by a Dlere difplay of talents, All oftentation in the 
puipit, he vie,,~ed \vith the utnloft averfion and contempt. 
During th~ whole of his prefidency, he was extremely foli. 
citous to train thofe ftudious youths, \\!ho had the miniftrv 
of the gofpel in view, in fuch a nlanner, as to fecure the 
grea!eft refpeaability, as well as ufefulnefs, in that holy 
profeHion. It was his confiant advice to young preacllers, 
llever to enter the pulpit without the mofl careful prepara
tion. It was his ambition and his hope, to render the fa
cred miniftry the moft learned, as well as the moft pious 
and exenlplary bod}F of men in the Repllb1ic. 

As a \\-riter, his nile is fimple and comprehellfive-his 
J'{!marks judicious, and often refined-his infonnation, on 

aud guard upon his t~nfibilit}·. He ',"as, thcref')r~t under th~ n('c~ffi· 
tf of fubftituting gra\"ity and ierioufilefs of luanne-, in public f~aki.lg, 
in the room of that 6rt and \\'armth, of \"hich he \\a~ v;ell capable, bi 
natur~; and \l,hich I.e fo Dluch admired in otller!, when lnanaged ,,·ith 
prudentt. " 

He ur\'tr rrad his lermons, nor uf(d fo much as lhort notes, in t~ 
pulpit. Iiis pradice was, to \\"ritt- his fCrtn\llls at £aUlength, and cOIn
Init thtm to llleinory; but not c-.lllune hi,nl~lf to the prec;le word~ h~ 
h~d ~nn~d. He often took grea~ lib~rties, in the dcli\rery of his dif
courfes, to alter, add t(\, or abriuge what he had wl"i:t~!l j bu: thi.} nt· .. 

,ocr lufringcd ul"'ln Ute llri8tl\ aC~lIracy". 
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e'"ery fll~jea which he treats, accnrate and e~tenfi\-e-lli~ 
matter always weighty and imponant-dofdy conden
fcd, and yet weU arranged and dear.. Simplidt~-" per
fpicuitr, precifion, comp~hf"nr.on of tho\l~ht, an.) kno~
]e(J~c r.fthe \,-orld, 3n(1 of tlle Jltlnl,ln heart, reign in e'''ery
part of his writings.. l"hree volumes of dr.,~"~ :md two 
of fermons, befi(les feveral delat'hetl (lifcol)rf~s, alreatlv -pnblifhec-and treating chiefly on the moft important 
and prnClical ru~jeas in reJigion-h:t,-e (leren~cd!y e~
tended h;s reputation, not Qnly throu~h Brit:lin" Irdant.l 
;lnd .. Anleric;l., btlt throt~gh nloii of the proteft311t.. ('(l~l~l. 
tries of Euro~. His ren)3rks on tIle naill~ :!Jl~ ~Jlet1s , 
of the fia~e, enter (leeFl~· into the hllm:ln he~rt.. "-~ fi:ld 
there many rt'f.ned obtervations .. ~tt\.'t" the e~ample (}f ~~ 
2'Ieflieurs dt! Por~ .. R(l,"al in Francc~ not ob,-iollS to onli-

~ 

n3ry minds, but perfectly founded in the hitiory-" of m:tn .. 
and the 1i~te or t()ciet)-. The perniciollS il,flllence of that 
amufement Oil the public t:tlle 3'ld morals.. was, peThap~ 
never more clearly eluci(lat~d. On the fo)Jo,,"ing inter
eftinh fubjeas~ the n.':t:IT~ end n(c~ssiry cif gcnn-!ltion-. 
Justificatioll hyfrt!t" grt:(~ .. tl'T01:gh ~1~SllS Cbrist; and fer. 
importance oj: trllth ;n ,.~/igi(m., or~ the t'rJllnf'ClitJIl ,btu 
s.·tZ,sists bt:li;:t:~1l sO!md prj':';pl,'s (nul t1 boI..r PTtlClic~, there 
is, ~Thaps., nothing ft:perior ill the Englifh lan~lage .. 
Bllt Dr. ,,:ritherfpoon's tcl)ents ~·ere '~:triO\lS. lIe \~~as 
not only a f~rious writer, but he rcifeffe~ a fund of re
tined humor, and delicate fatire. ~\ happy f~c:nl~n of 
tills is teen in his Ec,l~si(1sti~(ll Chtlriltlr:risli( .. ~.. ~lne 
e(lge of his \\·it, in that r~rfornlal~ce, ,,'"as (lircaed a;!ai:lft 
certain corruptions in principle an(1 praCtice pre\:aJel1t in 
tl1e Chllrch of Scotlall(l. And no attal~k tllat "'3S ever 
made upon them, !!ave them fo rlet:p a "'ound~ or "'as [0 
fe\'erely felt. Dr. ":'"arbllrtoll, t11e ceJellrate(1 Bif'hop of 
Gloucefier, mentiollS t)1e Charafleriflics \\"i!h partirillar 
approbation, and expreffes his with, that the Englilh 
Chtlrcll, as fhe needecl one tOOt had like,\ltife fuch a cor ... 

. "' rector. 
1'his may he the rroper place to mention his g-eneral 

charaCter, as a meml'ler ()f tile COllncils anti courts of tIle 
church, and the part particularly that he took in the eccle· 



fiamc~ pol:tics of his nati\-e country. The church t'f 
$cot)mtl was di\-idL-tl into two JX'rti~~ ,,'itb rcrfe\.~ to t~ir 
ideas of ~cIe6an;~al dilcipline. The one \\'as , ... i)iin~ to 
ton Ii r!ll , anti e\-en ~~~rul t~ rights of' P-llrtm:.~~t--the 
otb~r wilbed. ii poffih)~ .. to ah~te,. or:at 1t:~ft limit them ... 
311 . .1 to e~ten(l the ri~ht~ anti illtJuc-nce of tile )1«'ple, in 
the re:tle~nt &n!! re'llo~":.1 of nlinifiers. 1ne ):llier were 
~~:l!~'S for the ~~qrin~s of' gr;lC~ and the :trtirks of reli
~i()ll., in ~l! their firiat~~(~ a$ cnnt~i~d in tll~i. n~tio~~1 
confr.fflOfl of bith. 11le former \,'ere \\'!IJin~ to a!)o"- :a 

~ 

,.-e;l\~:-- l~tit\lde ur opinioii; 311\1 they Jlre~cJI~ in a nile 
that Jecnl~J to the ~opJe Jels e\"3n~)ir,11, :In() Jets affec
till~ to the heart 311(1 conf~iellce, t~all lilat of their O)}~ 
nents. I n their conc:enl~ likewife .. to exempt the clew ro' 
of the;r party from the nn~~tOn~bJ~ dr~1$ cf popular ca
price .. tb.:y too freqn~ntJy protet1«1 them againfl the jufi 
complaints of the ~c)lk. T'her.: \\'l:re fiiiru mDt*Tt:t~ 
tllnl, while t~ir antaJ!Qoifis ¥J'~re diliillt!tlifhed by the 

'-- .:. 

nanle of the orthotlex. & .. '\~thetfpoon, ill his church 
politics~ early alkl wannly embraced the iide of the olthO
tlo~, 1'his he did from con\lti6ion and a kn~ of dutv ; 

• 
:tnd .. hr degr~~ ac:quirnl filCh ~n influence en theif coun· 
ci;~ that ~ "-as confMlered at length as their heat} antI 
Je3(ler. BefO!e he hafl acq'liml this inft~n(.'e, tI)~ir coun
cils \~ere nl&llaged \vithout union &Ild addref~ ,,'hile the 
lneafu~s of the moderate party h.d .. for a long time, been 
C'ofl(lua~l by fOnle of the greaten literary characrers in the 
n3tion. It hall i.apilen~(l alnong tIle orthO"jo~, as it of
ten does amollg lcrupulous and cOllicielltioliS men, \\'ho 
3te not ,rerfell in the aJrairs of the \\-or]tl, that eacJl Dur-a 
Ille<l infle.~ibiy his C\\~ Opillion, as tl:e tlic13te of all ho-
neft confci~nce- He could n..)t be induced to make any 
nl()(lification of it, ill ord~"r to accommodate it to the vie,,·s 
of others_ He thought that all addref~ and policy, was 
\lfing too muel} managetn~llt \\"ith COlliciellce. Hence TC
fulted difunion of Dleafures, and confequcnt defeat-But 
})r. \\-itherfpoon's enlarged mind llid not refufe to com
bine t~ 'Wisdom oft~ s~rpmt ti:ilh Ik l'tlrmlc.'is~ss oj" 
fly: dfJ'i:e- He had .. probably, the principal merit of cr~
ating among them union and barmony of defign; of con. 
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centratinf! tlleir ,,-iews, and giving fyfiem to their opera .. 
tiGtlS. One thy after earying fi)me important queflions 
it' the gCl1::ral afiernbl}', agaillfi tIle celtbrate(l Dr. Robert. 
fo.'1. \\·!lQ \\-as at that time confitlercd as the leacler of the 
(.pp&6te party, the latkr filltl to him, in a pleafan-t and 
t~lf)' manil~r, u I think you have your men better difci. 
p;illetl than formerl)r." "\-es, replielllJr. WitherfllOO!l, 
~~. llrgillg yoar Ilolitics too far, }'OU Ilave (oI11pel1e<1 us to 
heat ~'·O'i with yOllf O\Yll \\--eapons." 

V\-'" e h,we l<:en him in OUf own church judicatories in 
A:llC:--ic~\, al\\lays llpright ill llis vie\\'S-relllarkall1e for 
hi~ l)tlncl:llality in attending upon ttlem-al1d al11c to ieize 
at Ollce the rigllt lloint of view on every ql1efiioll-a111e 
h'l difc:ntangle the mon elnbarrafieu fubjetls-c1ear and 
iQcclllfi\pe ill his reafonings-and from habit in bufillefs, 
a.i well as from a peculiar foundnefs of judgment, always 
€oollllClillg ever)· <.liicufiion to tIle moll 1ix:e(ly an(l deci
J;'Ie ternlillation. "!'}1e cllurch ilas certairlly loft in 3inl, 
o.ne of her greaten lights; and, if 1 may ufe the term in 
ecclefiaftit:a1 affairs, one of her greateft politicians. 

Before ellterillg 011 llis talents as a prefi(lent, fuffer me, 
in a fentence or two, to call to your mind his focial quali
ties. ,\Thell Ilot ellgagetl in tIle great and ferious bufineu
es of life, he \vas one of the Ill0fl conlpanionable of nlen. 
l"uruifiled with a rieh fund of anecdote, both amufing and 
inftructive) his lnOlnents of relaxation were as entertairl
•• lg, as 11is ferio.us ones were fraugllt \vith improvenlent. 
')ne qllality remarkable, and higilly <lefer\'ing imitation 
in hinl was, his attcntio11 to young pe,·solls. He never fuf. 
fered an opportullity to cicape him of ilnparting the IDOfl: 
ufeful ad vice to theIn, according to their circuolftances, 
\\~'hel1 tlley ha))I)eJled to l')e ill his cOin pally. AllCl this 
\VlS al\\r~t)'S (lOIle ill fa agreeable a \\ray, that the)' coultl 
:t~eit!1cr be inattetltive to it, tlOr \\?as it poffible to forget ita 

()il llis <lolne!lic virtues I fhal1 ollly fay, lle ,,'as an af. 
~aiO:late !1tl!b1~1(1, a tel1der l>arellt, and a kind Inafter j. 

to which I may add, he was a finc:!re and a warm friend. 
~Bllt) I 11aficll to COllfilier l1im as a fcllolar, alld a direc. 
tor of tile (yfie'll of education in tIle college. 

An univerfal Ceholar himfdf, he endeavored to efiablifll 
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the fyfiem of education in this infiitntion. upon th~ m{Jl 
(:xtcnfh"e and refpectable balis, that its tituation aI''') its 
finances would admit. Formerly, the courf't: (af innr~~i~", 
had heen too fuperficial: anJ its metaph~'fics r.nd phi-
1ofophy were too luu('h tinHured with the dry and ullin
flruCtive furlns of the !chools. This, ho\,"e\Ier, "·3S b,9 
no means to be im))uted as a defed, to thofe j!rrat :In:~ 
excellent men, who had pre1ided over the inf:itutinn bl'
fore him; l)ut rather to the recel1t origin of tile l'Otlllt~·) .. -
the imperffdion of its flate of IOc1ety-and to tb: fiatt ~ 
literature in it. Since his prejj(lenty, mathemat~fdl ki
ence has re,eived an extenfiOll, tllat \\-;'S llot kno'~~ll ~ .. 
fore in the American feminaries. I-Ie irltrOtll1l'etl illto 
philofophy, all the moil liberal and modern imprmre. 
ments of Europe. He extended the philofophir.al cour~ 
to embrace the general principlt's of policy and public 
law: he incorporated \~lith it JOUlltl alld rational meta ... 
phyfics-equally remote from the dOCtrines of fatalitJ~ 
and contingency-from the barrenncfs and dogmatilin of 
the fchools-and from the e>:.ceffive refinenlents of t!lofe 
contradiCtory, but equally impious feas of fccpticifm, 
who wholly deny the exiflence of lnatter, or nl:lilltain 
that nothing but matter exifls ill tIle uni\lerfe. 

He laid the foundation of a courfe of hillarv in t!Je col .. 
<t# 

lege-and the principles of tane, and the niles of gonJ 
\vriting, were both happily ex plaillell l,y him, and exenl ... 
plified in his matzner. rrhe stile of /earllit{![. if yon ".-ill 
allow me the phrafe, has heen chan~eJ by him. Literary 
inquiries and irnprO\Telnellts have become more liberal, 
more extenfive, and more Ilrofoun<.l. An ,tdmirdl)Je fa
culty for go,·erning, and exciting the erllt!latiol1 of tIle 
young gentlemen lln(ler his ca~-e, contributt{l to J~i\'e rue. 
cefs to all his defiglls, for perfe8inp: the courfe of illflruc
tion. The numbers of nlen of diflinguiflled talents, ill 
the different liberal profefIions, ill this COlJiltr)', \\'110 Ila,-e 
received tIle elemel~ts of their euucatiOtl uIlder Ilial'l, 
teflify llis fervices to the college. Ul1(ler his atlfpic\.~s 
have been formed a large proportion of the clergy of 
our churcll j al~(l to llis i llfirlla ions, i\nlerica o\,-es 



mUly of her nlOn difiillguifhtd patriots and Jegii!lt
tors-II 

Thus he: proceeded, guiding witb uncommon reput:l-
lion anti fllccefs the: courfe of educatioll il' t.~is intlitution, 
ulltil the war of the Anlericall revolution fufpen(led hi~ 
fUnt~io!lS L~(l tlifperfec.l the college. 

HeJ'e he enten:d upon a n~w ftene, and appc!ared in a 
new cltaralter; widely tlifterillg nom any in \\'hich he 
bad lltXll heretofore prdc~)ttc.t to the jlublic. 'Yet, here 
aJ~ he fhl)ne with equal luftre; and bis talents as a le
gifbtor and fc:nalor Ihewed the atent and the \-arietyof 
the powers of his nland.. Then: are few foreigners who 
call, \\ ilh fuch fa6!ity as he did, lay afide their prejudi~ 
all(} enter illto the iUeas and habits of' a new countrv, and .. 
a neW Rate of focietyo. He became almoft at once L"l 

~\m~nean, on his landing anlong us, and in the unjuft 
war whidl Great-Britain waged againfl us, he immedi
ately athptQ.) the views, and partiei pated in the councils 
cf the Anlericans. His tlillinguifhed abilities foon point~ 
ed him out to the citizens of New-J~rfey, as one of the 
nloft proper dele6-ates to that cODvention which formed 
their ~publican eonfiitution. In this refpe8able aH'em
hJy he appc;.u,!ll... to the aflonifhment of aU the profetTors 
ufthe law, as profound it croilion, as he had before been 
known to ~ ,\ pbi/O$Ophcr and flilJille .. 

From the re\~Olutiollarv coolmittees and conventions of 
~ 

tIle flatc!, 11C \l;-aS fent, early in the year 1 i76 ... as a repre-
lenbtiYe of the people of Kew-Jerfey to the eongrefs of 
1: Ilitetl ~\nleTica; he was fe\~en years a Dlember of that 
illuliliullS ~~}., \vhich, ullder Providence, ill the face of 
illnll1l1~rable difficulties al1d dangers, led U!i on to tIle ef .. 
tablifllDlellt of our indepelldence. AI\va~'s firm ill the 
Ill0n gloomy and farmillolble afpeCls of public affairs, and 
always ditcovering the weateft reach and prefence of 
luind, in tbe moll emoorraffing fituations. 

G ~tore tban thirty nltlnkrs of the Conpfs "f United .I\.ln~riclt 
ranee the fonnation of that iUun. ious bod\~t ha\~c bttn :'(.I\S (\f the (cl .. 
le~ of ~ew-J~rley; :uld ;among thef~, iome of their 6rfi charat\elS 
for r~Dutation and l:a~fulIlCrS. lIrr (lns ha\"e alf\) fiiled, and nO\\11 £It, • • 

1:",nlc c"f \l;c bigbcfl c:li(C~ Ul Jil1clcr.t l~alt~ of tl~c union. 



cf the R .. av. Dr. IYilberS}o(JlI. 37 

It is impoOible here to enter into aU his political ideQs. 
It is but jUltice however to oblerve, that on almoU aU tub. 
je8s on which he diifercd from the majority of his brethren 
in congrels .. his principles have been jullific:d by the re
fult. I1hall feled only one or two examplt!s. He con
liandy oppoJtd the expenfive mode of fupplying the army 
by commiss;oll, whi.:h \Vas originally adopted; and com
bated it, until after along experience of its ill eied:s, he, 
in conjuntlion with a few tim} and judicious aifociates, 
prevailed to have it done by contract.a 

He oppoled, at every emiffion after the firft or fecond, 
and ev~n hazarded his popularity for a time by the firenu. 
oufners of his oppofitioll, that paper currency which gave 
fuch a wound to public credit, alld wJlich \vould have (le. 
bted the n:volution, if any thing could.b 

In the irliormation of tile origillal confederation, he 
complained of the jeaJoufy and ambi~ion of the indi1,'idual 
Hatc:s, which were not willing to entruil the general govern
mt:lit, with adequate powers for the common interdl. He 
then pronounced inefficacy upon it. Bnt he complained 
and remonthted in vain.e 

II Congrels at lim fuppli~ the army by aUo\\-ing a cert3in commit:' 
6.on per cent. on the 11I:l01eS that the cOlnmiffiolltrs expended. ·rh~s 
invited expcnce. At length they \vere induc~d to agree tv the mod~ 
by cODtratt; or allowing to the purchafer, a certain fuel pel- ration. 

II Inftead of emiffion! of 311 unfunded paper, beyond a certain quan
tunl, Dr. \\Tith~rlpoon urged the propriety' of Inak~nti l~ans, acd efl:~
blilhing funds f~r the p.Y1Dcut of the: intcreil; which in the ~Inper ef 
the public mind, he th()ught could then h1ve been eati:y cff~ttcd. A-ne. 
rica bas !lute r~grettcd that file had not pu!"fuc:d that poller. ·l'he 
doctor afterwards~ at the i~aftance of fllrne of the very gentlemen who 
0pp'lfcd hiln ill coag~fs, publillled hii ideas on the ll~ture, villuc and 
ules of nlOne}·, in one of tbt: l!lofi clear and judici~u~ eff4l)·s that, per
Ilaps) W41S cvrr \vrittcll ou th<: rubje~l. 

c He particularly remollilrated againfl the ,ardy, in~mcient and 
faithlels SlJanner of prov:diflg for the publiC eJ\igencie; and debts hy 
requit'itiou au the fcveral fiat,!s. He inGllcd on the prop:-iety and ne
ceffity, of the go,'ernnl~nt of the union holding in its 0\\10 halld~ tile 
entire regulation of COlnmerce, 3ftd the revenues that might b~ cler~ved 
from that fource. ·l'he(e he: cOlltended "QuId be ade1ltatc to -all th~ 
,vclnts of the Unitt!d State" in a r~alun of peace. 

\T01 ... I. E 
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Over.ruled ho\\·ever, at thlt time, in there and in otJ1er 
objeCts of importance, he had the fatisfaaion of living to 
fee America rt:vert, in almo!l every inflallce, to his o)aigi
nal ideas-I(leas founded on a found and penetrating 
judgment, and matured by deep refleCtion, and an ex
tenfive obfervation of men and things. But I forbear to 
trace his political career farther; and fhall only add here, 
that while he \\9as thus engagc(l in fer\ling his country in 
the charaaer of a ci"IJiliaI1, he did Norr lay afide his mi
niSlr)'. He gladly embraced every opportunity of preach
ing, and of difcharging the other duties of his office, as a 
gofpel minifier. 'rhis he confidered as his higheft eha
rafier, and hOllor ill1ifc. 

The college having been colle8:ed as foon as poffible af
ter its difperfion, infiruCtion was recommenced under the 
imnlediate care of'the vice-prefident.a Dr. ":'"itherfpooll's 
nam.e, ho\\·ever, continued to add celebrity to the il1ftitu
tion; and it has fully recovered its former reputation. 

The glorious ftruggle for our liberties drawing to all ho
norable peritAi, anel the doctor feeling age ad\·ancing up
on him, was defirous of refigning his place in congrefs; and 
'vou}(} ha\1e faill retired, ill a meafure frolll the burdens of 
the college. 

But notwithfianding his \Villi for repofe~ he was indu
ced, through his attachJnent to the irrfiitutioll, over \\lhich 
he had fo IOllg prefilled, once more to crofs the ocean to 
promote its benefit. rrhe fruit of IDat voyage was not in-

tl l'he ~\'~~l}(i Dr. Sanl"icl s. Sluith, \\'h,\ \\'as \lhaninJoufly choftn 
Dr. \\·ith~rrpooll·S JecceiTor, t)ll the iix~h cal· of May, :::95. ·J"his 
g~!~t)eln~n's charac1er ne~ds no eul,lgiulu iu this placr.. His ie~;~r~11 
publirations, and particularl}· bi~ inbrcHiuli~ f!ff.y on " The c-aulc$ lif 
the ,-a: irty ~f (O~:p'~xion 3ud hgure cf the hU111an fJX'ci~s, ,. df:Ji\-cred 
b~fo.-e the »hilofophic-al Socit"ty, in l'hi!3delphia, Febru~ry 28th I iSj, 
ariold fufficirnt tc!limou}· of his genius and I~arning. ·l"he Ian men
ti~ntJ wi>tk has dininbllifh~tl !.ilU in the cllirilatioll of the literati, bDth 
in Euro~ and &~lnericJ. r\s f~~" as it ol:lile its appeanlnc~ in Eur\lpe, 
it '~:ts reid \\'it~ aviditr-it Olort!y p~'T~d under nlcre ~itiQn$ than 
ont in Gr~at-Brit:1in-it \\':'3 tranllated into th~ 'rench lan~·iI.~, and 
fcblinacd, '\'ith STell ~cJ;.t, at llaris-and has b~en fiute trallilattd into 
the Ger'Aan Janguagr, and publiO,td \\"ith annotations, by a profcffor 
of moral philolophy, ia on. uf tile uni,"erGties of that empire. 
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(l~e<.l an[\verable to Ollr \\·ifhes; Iltlt " __ ~ arc n(\t the lcfs ir.
debte(l to Ilis enterprize ancl zeal. 

After Jlis returll to tJlis COtlntr~·, fiIldin~ n~tl1ing to ob. 
Jlrtl8: his el1tering on tl13t retirelllcnt" \,-llic h \'-as 110\\· roe 
(OllIe lllore (lear to 111m; )le \\"itJl(lrt:\\-, i!ll gf(!3! Illelfur~J 
eXCe)lt 011 fOllle inil)ort~\11t OCC~fi011S" fron1 the ext:rciie C'f 
tJlote plIllJic fllllttiollS ti13t \\-ere IIO~ iinnle<liately connect. 
ell \\'ith the (lulics of 11!S office, as pr~r.~Jt.~llt of tile co])e;e, 
or 11tS (:llaraCter as a nlilliitcr of \i~c gofilt-1 . 

..:\c:clliloilletl to cr<lcr :tl1(1 re~ll);lril~- ill lltlfillefs fi"onl 
his YOl:tll, he per!~\-ere{l in his :ltt~i1tion to tllcnl thrnugll 
11is \vl.o)e life. . ... \tltl I nla}~ at)tl .. there \\-~lS nothing ill 
\~'hic!l J}is pUllailalit}~ al1l1 exaanefs \,"ere lnorc filrrCllly 
obicf\?etJ, t)lal) ill tIle J~\"otiollal exercij~4s of t~le c)~rifiiall 
life. ]~efi(lcs the {I.iiI," (le1iotiollS of tIle ('J(~fct, :l~H.l the f:l-., 

mily,: it W~\S his :latc\I praaice to obfc:rve the lall d!l~" of 
e\:oer~l }1ear, \\"ith his falni!~", as a (13. y of 1;\11 il}~ .. hUI1liJialioil 
all!! pra}"er: aJl~l it \\-as ~)fo his praaice, to let a-part U3}-S 

for fecret tafiing Ciod prayer, as occafion fU . .;gefted. 
Bodily infirmities began at lcn~th to come upon him. 

For mOTe than t\\'"o }~ears before ilis (leath1 he \\-as 3.flliae:l 
\vitll the lors of figllt; '~"hicll cO:ltriblited to hafien tIle 
progrefs of ilis otht~ difol (leTs. trfllefe he bore \\"itil a pa
tie!lCe~ and even :\ chc!!rfl:IJ1cJs, rarely to l~ nlet \\"itll, ill 
the nloft enlillellt for \vil{lolD allti piet)-, N()r \\'"otiltl his 
active n-.ind, and his defire of u!efulntis to th~ eil~, per
Iltit 11illl, eve11 ill t!lis fitll~\tioli, to {l:fifl froln tIle excrcile 
of11is n.illiliry, anllllis (luties ill tIle c()ile~, as far as his 
ht:alth and Ilreugth would admit. ) Ie was 'rct}uentJy kJ 
illto tIle Pl11l)it, both at 110:ll~ antI a\)roa,l, (ltlriilti ilis l)lillU. 
II~fs; and al\V3}-S acquitte(l hilufelf \\-itI1 Jlis tl'tl:') accura
t:)', a.lll frcllllclltl)-, \\~itJl nlorc: thall ilis llfuai folelllility antI 
Ci!lilllatioll. AI1d \\-e ~JI rccolJt:cr the pro}lricty a.,d dig
llit}, \\-itll \\'ilicll he prcfi(lell at tile JaJt COlll'l\ellCeln~llt. 
lIe was bldi with the ufe of his relfoning powers to the 
\ t:rv lail .. 

." 

l\t lellgth, ho\\'ever, lle fl!nk lltlcler tIle acclllnulalt:d 
prefii.!re of his infirmities i and on the 15th lily of No\·em. 
ber, 1/94, in tll~ ft!\,enty thin} year of his 3cie, he retired 
tv his eternal refi, bH of honer and full of lbys-there to 
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recei\'1! the plaudit of his Lord, " well done thou good lnd 
" faithful fcrvant, thou haG been faithful o\·er a few thiil~ 
" b~ thou ruler over many things; enter thou into the jt'~' 
"of thy Lord." 
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-'-/i-e. ,. C" ' ~... • .I.' }' , .\ ,~, :)"f 'Iff' .. )t::":'''''' 11."~'.$' !I" ;." :~ g~~ I" II~'" '"., .. 
I ~t'£!l A~ I :.~J 1:."$ J.;t"'lj'!r-,~ .. I f the \\-orld h:at~ ~"\}\l, ~'e kno. th~t 
it h:lt\:d me ~fur~ it hatell "0\1. If \ c \'~l"I't! of t)l~ \\'orltl, 
t!lC \~orld ,,-o\l!d lo,"~ his 0\\-;):' but ~C3~il~~ \'\' arc hilt of th~ 
,,"orld, bll~ I h~l,"e c~:t~l~n "0\1 tl\ll of the \\"orit)., th~relo~ the 
wOl'ld h:lttth you. 1 c:m- 1"'TslmJr.!., il:t.' b!1 tl,:S, /1(" die! 11" 
Dll~" i,,'r-IHf I~ ... ,e r:-t: ... ,r,. tllr h,Yit.,.~ '1' tA~ yt-II"" 1,,,;'i,,,, 'ilat 
gr"~T,,'i'H '1i":.$.,I,1 tllkr '" 11:,- 4g'.~lHl"':'!.I rJ't:ic- t"'rj .. 'C's, /t~ii ~ 12 
iI4'i ... tt~, '!.", l!i~ ("'a..\c- .i,,,:,,lJ Iw tl~ .. "',i~:" ill .;:l G~-~ .. 'r; I~'lfl; Itl"j . '-~ 

tlGflTill€' ll,~II; .. f ~~t'l n:-:",,, ,~ri"t:' !,~.!;,t(!::l', ','" (;1',! ~i1'G .. 'titifll', (lIlt! 

IIInt tAt' '~":~r nll,l t'/~tlrtl .. 1~-· ?.' I:i~" rro/ C!i~'t"'lpir$ -r1'",liJ k t:( ... 

ry dijfirt:Jt fTG'1lI IA,. $P;"-" ,htlt 11"~"/t! g"'I~rali:J p"'.~t::l i" tlit-
1I,VlTld. 1",-$ btltA i«IJ c~l.til"'QII~ 'S1~TiJit"fi iI, ~.~rT:'''~IJt't·. 
}:,r CIS •• Ol'Y ;:; tJ:~ AlgAt$t $tati~lls, alld of Aig"~st rrpt;!~ 
P, t~·i$c/~llI ill t"~ 'WCTl.i., did ~rt Ihr'1!~!crs agail,,$t til,. '(,~s,l!rl 
tit its Ji,.. .. ~t p'lb/icc,i", .. ,~ rt"rll _("i:~rc" Ib~r~ is fl IWlllilitf/ rT~. 
foss;", cf it, t"rT~ is ~!iU (1)' !tp,b~ili~I' I!I its (/KITil'c--~" il' thrir 
$i",piicity (IIlti ",ri,!!, /;y ,A,. l(Y6fIr/"/, It1,,1 i,~ I~ _~"!/., t."~ .. \r- i(~ll) 
A.~t' '::~I r.'-(IY ill it, U't~O ;lT~ 'h~ ""~$t p.ls .. ~i~/'t:t~ (1.!ir-irrTs 
oJ .... ~t$ fi,~hi:;i~S., QIIJ II,~ Ri~t (I$$i,l'l:";$ p, .. ~t't"i't~l"$ '.!i' i: .. , h~. 

... . 
7J~;·.s ~/lti PI("tASlirts. 

It IIlf'Y IH- a/.;)'O f;6$~~t'c/, th"., "~t'T~ is $'J":,"I.;,,,,~S, prr . .'lf;p,~ 
tT'''11 g~ll~ralJy., il $(J\J,-rC'ij'lt!! if ditJi,:,- I',"ot-idrllcr .:;1 th,,- (";'~i~'" 
if Iht i!lstrll!l:tllts €"mpi,yt*J i:l s'T~acliIJ_f! t/~~ g~,~~/. _"s, (If 

J .... T$t, hl~kt' I"ilittrat~ J;;$httr'IJ~/1 l'·t"T~ Ch~St"II; ..\G, G.jlt"l' .. till('t 
'hat tiln~, tk~ tl,~(li~$t tll,d IftGst tlnlil!'"~:t ht .. -::tt f.,.~}, p.;!Cht:11 
"PGJI, that QUI" faitl. might not ftand .ll tile '\"ifdOlll (,1' Illt~nt 
but in ta'tc po\\'cr of God. H~:ICt .:, JI"'t'tpl""'!III~1 h(IPi~"I,,\"t 11',,1'" 
i~ ;s Ilot (Jllly cliffiCIllt I~ ".alc- IUc-;' t~L:t"r..-~ thr K'''P'·/, h!(t ,.t"',"ll 

t~ ~rSIIQJr t"~/11 I, "~ar it. 7r.~!1 ar,. apt l~ _f~'\l'is .. • it:"l!/ c/" ... 
rl ... "~ t/;,~ m~S~(lgr, "('CQII~~ of tile- 'nffll"!t"'~S if II: f.- II't .. ,' .. "t .... !&~::-r,.., :'1' 
t"~ ;'Qm~!ill~ss of th~ t~r"'s i .. : i('hi("h it is (/(·,.i .... ~·~-!'(l: 11~/"s j,,;; 
particI,ia,"/y th~ ca$~ It'ith tl,r pr .. •srl:t n .. t:(-. l·'r~ ..... : :1 ~- ""','·,.:·f 
I';f)~ oj ~a,\"~, al,J l,l .. \"llr!I of I"il'(/, ii,,·!, ('~'~/'.;s(' ,'N.i: r(ll."'i}l,· ill) ~ IJ 

all illstrulliDnS., It'hich hatJ~ liJI .s,III""",i 'T J'!f(l~i "g (lllJ .. ;~. ,,:-
..... ., " .j 

111:Qtl'~ III f!lt!-" (.r($$ (Inci J~r;~:. 



'·tnl, Sir, ore CI'~ of th,sc I,apty Jnt" tl'h~ "Pt,!, lert/: tt,.:j;i'lli 
to (.""Sn."I"(lt~ t!l~ fill~ .. ,:! IlafllTlll t:!!~JI!S to ti,e strfJi("e of Christ 
in 'lie gfJ$P~!, alid (11'(" 1I0t as/ltlm~t1 if "is cro.~$. r~ll /UltJ(" 

IJ~~II abk If) P"O(:'lr~ allclltion IIPOII SOllie 311"j~a,f,fi'{J'" ,,,all!1 
tuAD WG,dt/ I'GI-dly have givell it to aflY o:h~r lvri/~r. TI,i~o 
hath mQd~ Ine Db.s~rtJc tvith particular attentiGl1, th~ ifr. .. ~ (1 
!lfJllT last p~'1Grmancr, ·fheron alld -Afpafio, th~ cha,.aElrr 
git'ell to it, ana t.l:c o~it'lli~lIS raised agaillst it, - .!1'1d 1 hcv~ 
(!/u,'!Z!I$ j01111d, that thr III'S! sPC(.'iOIIS anc-l pilllisab/e (Jhj~Eljon, 
(mt/ that most frt-tpln,tly ,"ndr against the dlJ,rtrillt of jll"·'iji(."(l
lion by i""'lte"d , .. jghltDuslle .. ::.~, h(l,~' 6t!~n iI, this cas" as i"d~ld 
1l8llfllJy '"foT~, thaI it 1,)~SCllS ti,e QbiigatiollS to IlrQEfic-~. This 
1$ what lluro~ pariiClllal-ly Q,¥ut-d 111!lS~!f:O rifut~ ill tht i'/" 
bing essay, 6~cml8e J liQT}~ raTC'/Y obs(NJcd it dO:2r. distillSI!,-, 
and atfuJl/~ng!h, in an!, -:t'Tit~r. A'ld I hao~ at!dr~$,t~d it tD 
!IOU, tlS a trstimony of 1r.!1 ~st~rnl of YGlir c:l."r~D~nt and u~ift:l 
TVTitings, os Q Jnl61ic dtclQTati·o11 oj-my r~pfiu8ing t"~ somr 8~n
liment8 CIS to th~ t~rms oj OIIT aec,.ttanc~ l:.~ith GI)(i~ (ilid if'!! 
am6;t;0" of cDntriiJlltillg ~~m,. slnall (l,,,si$tanc~ to the $il~bP(Jrt 
q tll~ 8Q1IJe glorious elfllSt'. It lvas alto Il!l ~1I,a;1 illdllC~'lleIJt 
I=' iI, tAat ther~hy it might oppf'ar to all, that ~ ~,,\. .. t'rli.al dis
till!iiDIU, or "loi/~r «1iJfeT~n~~-f, Ollght " 6~ am) hi,u1ranc~ t~ 
a cDrdial ~$t~nII nnd aJfoElion tlnJGI'K th~ Si!lCtrt s~rt~mlts if 
IlUr CQJ>:mGll Ma$t~r. 

Th~ gT~nt~st 161'1 oj ... I,.ll (11 fl!/~W$ was J6rst delilJ~r~il in hi'') 

~f'I"IIIGI!$; hIlt it is I:,U' tl,rO'lllll illtrJ th~ form oj"'an essay, l~e;t 
t"~ l!t':tpis~d fillt! oj a s~rnl(Jl' ~'IIQ'11d oJ/~/ld s'n'~, Qlld t/~at .. :t 
,1,ight •• ,,,~ bdt~T admit of s~~,'al ad.lit;Oll8, 6Qth i?i , ht 6~tly oj tl,~ 
pi("c~, Q]ld i!l the Rote .. 't, .. ,~.'Jich CQuld flOt har.c !"~(>t·l ,fO prop~rly 
(/~li~~,'~d J#:'~m a pulpit. SOI1:~ oj'" tll~S~ rt.,g-:'il'd tl,£ phih,,~~
pllit~a! P,'i,iClpk$ ·u:hic/, hatJ~ oj" latt h~"l p!lhlished (111101Jg l:t, 

rd'whicn lllrot(J$~, in a s/Iort lilll~, a '"~Ich flllkr dISl"II~-sil)ll. 
(U th~r~ is 1.0 -way ill 14.'/~ich tAr tnltl,s oJtll~ gosprf are 'i1()r~ 
p~rtJtrt~d thall 6'1 what tht apostle PlP.l/ calls }lhilofoph)- and 
,·ain deceit, and oppofitions of fcience falfcly~ fo called. 

nat Y{)flr lurful lif~ ",flY ~ p,"o~ng~d, and that YIJU ilia!! 
h,tOt t"~ honor 0..( cOII,.,..;6util'lf "WT~ dIu! mo,o~ tD the C~11'Orr
~~ion o.,f"'8inn~r$, alld the tdijcatiG" mul Cfllnjo,ot oj belinJer-~) i$ 
,hr (Q,"1t-8t prtlYc"" oJ, 

Sir, 
YOltr moft obetlient 

humble f\.'r\·ant, 
J.lf~. 
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E-8say 0;1 JllSlifiCll ti(jll. 

- --. .. -

A LL the \\1torks al1d \va\~s of G()(l ha\'e fO:ll;:!~}lill'T ill 
J 0 

them myfierious, abo\'e the comprehen.fioll of any 
tillite untlerflallding. ..~s tllis is tIle caJe \\·ith h;s ,,·orks 
of creation and providence, there is no re:ifon to ex pect it 
fhould be othc:rwife in the afionifiling m:!thod of tIle rc· 
demption of the world by Jefus Chritl. From this their 
Dlyflerious 11ature, or rather frolu the ilnperft!tt mealure 
alld degree in \vhich tlle}~ are re\·e~~d to us, t!~e)7 are at!
mirably fittet} for tIle trial of ('ur iilgenuity, htl'nilit~~ C1!l,i 

fubj~aion. They are aU o~' them, when ferioufly and 
impartiallyenquire..l into, holy, jun and i-"!oud; but at the 
fame time .. not'beyond the c3vils and ohjeaions of men 
of prejtldiced, per\gerfe allll conLlpt rninds. 

1"he apofile Paul, in his epiiUe to the Romans, a~!ong 
\\-llOm he Ilatt ne\~er beell ill ))erlon, at gTe:lt lell~tll efia
blifhes the fun(lamentaJ unariIle of the gorpe], that fi:lner~ 
are jufiified by the free grace of God, thro~lgh the imput~d 
rightcollfll~fs of a Redeemer. IF}"\) tllis doctrine men ll\) 

b)" tlature m~l.ke tIle firo~lg(!(l oppofitioll, and are, \\-itll thf! 
utmofi difficulty, brought to recdve and apply it. '\T e 
may well f;iY of it in pafticubr, what the tame apotUe 
fa)?s of the trutlls of God in general, that" the natur .11 
,~ Il~3.n dotll not recei\~c! thenl,"· It is therefore high1}~ 
neceffary to prevent or remove, as far as poffible, the ob. 
je8:ions that m=ly be brought againU it by the art or mil-

.. 1 C \ r. t" ,,,; . 
\~OL. I. f 
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Ike of Satan, who wiU, no doubt .. benc.l the ~~hief force or 
all his ellgil1~s :\gainft this trulll, kllowillg tllat tIle c()nlial 
n:ceJltion of it i~ a lun: and c8eClual, and inc.lc:ro the only 
hire an .. l c:ffea~lal nleans, of cldlroying his power and 
infiue'lCC in the IJeart. Accorclill:!Jy \,-e fintl tIle 31)ofllet 

ill tile fi~tll chal)l~r of tlle abo\-e .. ll"llletl epiille, and firfl 
,-erfe,. fuppoics au ohjefiion made ag3infi this d08.rine in 
the foIJo\\'illg t(TlllS; "''--hat 01311 \\"e fa}- then: {hall \ve 
tOntillllC ill iill, that grace n1ay aboulld ?', To \vhicll lle 
Ztufwcrs, by rejeiting the couiequence with the utmoR: 
nbhorrcnc(', and in the tlrongefl manner affirming it to be 
lvithout al)'- IOUllllat!on. 

~ 

l"rom ti1e introdtlaion of this ubjeaion 1)).- t]le apofile, 
\':e nlay either infer, that there ,,"ere, e\?en ill there early 
(lays, fOtlle ,,·ho bran(led the doCtrine of redemption by 
the free grace of God with this odious confequeIlce; or 
that he by the infpiration Df the Almighty, did fort:fee th:tt 
there filoul(l aril(:, ill fOlne futllre periods of the Chrif
tian church, adverfaries who would attempt to load it 
\\"itll t)lis imputatioll: or that the (loCtrille is indeed lia
ble, on a fupcrfIcial vie,,", to be abufed to this unbappy 
purpofe, b}~ the (leceitfui hearts of nlen l\-ho are \\'edded 
to tlleir Illfis. It is l)robable that all the tllree obferva
tions are jllft; alltl tile t\VO )'l.11 render it a pccliliarly pro
pt:r fllbj~a for our attentioll allll COllfilleration at tllis 
time" an(l ill tilis age. ... 

1 t is \\"e 11 kll0\'-.l tllat tllere are mao,,. ellemies of this 
aoafine, of diff~rent characr(!rs and of diflerer.t princi
ples, \\·110 all agree ill atTallltillg it \\·ith this objet1:ion--
L'lat it weakells the obligations to holillerS of life, b}- mak!11g 
our jufiification before God dep~nd entirely upon the 
Tighteonfnefs and merit of another.. And fo far, I think, 
,'-e ml!fi join \\'"itll tIle ad\~erfaries of tllis {loEtrine, as to 
l&lY it down for a principle-that whatever bdief or per
fllaGOn, bj" ilS llative all(} gelluine tellcleney, \\-reakens tIle 
ol,ligations to praCtice, mull be falre. And I v,·il1 alfo 
affert, in oppofition to fome modern infidels (though fome 
lna)p think that m)~ callie lllig11t a\"ail itfelf of the contrary 
opinion) that a man's inward princi!11e, or the pcrfuafion 
of his mind, hath a necefiary and unavoidable infl ueoce 

• 
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upon his praaice. .. So th~t, if I am not able to 111ew that 
juftification through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrin, 
is fo far from weakening the obligations to holiners, that, 
on tIle contrary, the belief an<l reception of it, as its ne .. 
ccffary confeqlience, mufl make men greater lovers of 
purity and holinefs and fin them with a greater horror 
of fin than any other perfuafion 011 the fame fuhjetl:, I am 
conteflt to give up tIle caufe. 

I hope we olay be indulged a can(lid llearillg on tIlls 
ful)jeCt, ~s eXlleriellce (ioes llot feem to be ullfavorabJe to 
the doClrine I am efiaying to defend. If it appeared in 
fad: that its friends upon a fair and juft compariion, were 
IDore loofe in their praCtice tl1all t)leir allveriaries of any 
of the oppofite opinions, it would be 3. firong prejudice 
a~inft it; or ratller, if this \v~re al\vays tIle cafe, it wou1d 
be an unquefiionable evidence of its falfehood.. But doth 
not the contrary appe,lr on the very face of tIle world? 
Are not the perfons who profefs to deny their own righte
oufnefs, and hope for juflification through ehrift, ordina
rily the moll: tender and fearful of finning themfelves, 
and the moll faithful and diligent in promoting the refor. 
mation of others? And do not all carelefs, profane atld 
fenflAalli\rers, almoft to a man, pretefs themfelves eilenJies 
to tllis doCtrine? I coulll alnlofi appeal to an}7 Olle "~rho 
h~th tIle leafi: experience of, or commerce \vith tIle \vorld, 
,~:llether he \\~oul(1 expect to firJd, upon a firia fearcll aIle} 

enquiry, the worfhip of God more conftantly attended, 
t!le 11ame of Gocl more regularly calle<.l uI)on in families, 
cnil<lren and fer\'"ants nlore carefully infiruCled and more 
tilitifu!ly governed, a greater freedom froln levity, pro • 

.. 'l"J~at i~ to far, fo far as it can be applied tl. praatC~, and fLl f:lr 
~l5 it is real or prevalent abo\·e its oppollte; fur the~e al e n~Jl!r truths 
oi:1 rt!liglC'us natule \\'hicil men think th,~y bllie\"e {~"l~eti,nes, hut 
,·"h;ch yet their c~rrnpt p:"fiicn~ oftt~n 11lakL thenl doubt (if; a:ltl thcG: 
d\Jub~3 are nine p~lrt~ in ten of their li,'("s llb\'~rl;'nt to their nli~,ds, as 
a vindication of their licentious practice: in l:>lnc It:nfe, futh 1l1t'ty b~ 
raid to act in cOllt radic.1ion to their principl~'); btl: they are print" ipll ~ 
either not really b~lie\'ed, or, \\'hich is the f~nle thiug, not hahitu:iHj" 
r~G(\H~~1cd; and none can expect that 1l1en \\-,11 a~\ upon a prineiplt:. 
though once e\·er f'~ tirnlly h~~Ji(\ ed, if it be f\Jr3'o~ten, or at the ti,~~~ 
of aCtion l~lltirel\ (Jut of \ ie\\. 

" 
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fanity, unc11afiity, pride, malice, or infint;erity 01 conyer· 
f~tio'l, alnongil the friends or enel1lies of tllis dotirillf: ? So 
true is this, that they comml>n1y have the appel1ation of 
the siriclfr ~ort given them, by which is c~rt"in)y lmd::r
fiood, at leaft an apparent firiclnefs of We and mannCT~. it-

As therefore experience dotll nor IliluJer, or ratilcr as it 
'\\'arrants us to ~ffirrn, that th(lfe who expeCt juHifl~.ltion 
by free grace are, of all otllers, tlp nlofl holy in tllcir 
]!\-es; I prolJofe to fl1e,v, that it mlili. be fo, aTH:! t)lat tllis 
is but the nath'e fruit, and necdlary coauequellce cf tl'cl· .. 
principles. '\~llat 11as intlllCe(1 nle to tllis attclnpt, is 110t 

only the call1mnies of ellemies, bllt tIle ,,·eaknefs or 
treachery of profeffed friends. 1"hef~ laft injure the truth 
often, in t,\?O (linerent \,·a}?s. Soole fl)eak in ftlcl:- a mal1-
l1er as to cOllfirm Clntlilarden enenlics ill tlleir oppofition to 
it : they {lie fnell rafh and UTlcautiollS expreffions, as ()o .11-
(leed jllfiify the ol)jedion \\·hicll the apol1Je rejeCts \\:itil fo 
great al)horrence; and ill the heat of their zeal againf! 
the. feU:righteous legalift, feern to nate themfelvfs as ene~ 
mies, in every refpea~ to the Jaw of God, which is holy, 
jufi and gootl. Otl1ers, on tIle COlltrar)', defencl it in ftlCh 
a manner, as to dellroy the doCtrine itfelf, and give fuch 
interpretations of the \\~ord of God, as, if they were jtlti, 
and known to be fo, the objeCtion would never have been 
made, becallfe there would not have been fo JllUch as an 
occaiion given to it. t 

.. I am not ignorant, that it. is the t!fu:ll refuge cf :hnfe \vho are 
evidently diffolute in their o\\'n lives, to alledbe, th~t tbt'!"e is i)-deed 
c1:1 "rpearance of th~5, hut that it is no more th;lll a}'p('~rance, heing 
all hypncr;IY. It \voldd be t~"Jing f'ut of th:! \Yctr tel eutcf Up\.'ll :i '.!rg'e 
rt'futation of thii {lander. rrherei~\re a\kni)\,'I~\.J~'ng'~ that, no d· ubt, 
"hatevff number cf hypccrites tht~,e are in the \\orld, and ther~ are 
too lnauy, they mUlT he,d an~l\ngil, or aital'h thelnf~l\"es to the l~'fj~t}' 
of., the bell nart of it; I obit~r\·e, that the general charg'~ of Ip:ilocrdv 
~. .. . ~ 

is only thrO\Vll Oilt at a vt'nture, is a judgillli of the hc:-art; ctlu.i by t;le 
,'ery fllrp~){i lion, contrary to arp~:a, aUfes" juHifl"'d, for the nloll p~lt, 
by a {\(:;llly p~r:~\-f!":l·lce. \~ih~rea", llru~dly th~ \\'hole nle;-it of th:,ie 
\\'ho bring the accl1fatioN, is thtJt of being- ullif~rrnJr " .. irked, and ll~)t 
fo ml1rh as profeiTing what it \\'H5 thcil illdilpellrahle -juty buth to h~tye 
p,·('fefieu. 8Hd rl'actiiC'd. 

t I have often thought, that there C:lnnot be a nr!Jnt-~·er ar;umcnt, 
that the expEtatioll cornnlouly given by Ca)v iuifls, of tile pariaties of 
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Hut of all the pre!en.1: \-! ChriHi,ln$, one fort :lre wClrtr.r 
of tIle Jligllejl -C()lltelll F':., \\-110, ackno,,· iedging t}l~ trll! h 
of tllis clotlrille, cail it Jan~crnus, :\11(1 are h:lck\ ... ·;,r(l !n 
teach or pLAbhih it, lefi it fhou 1,1 he :tt'luletl. ",. o.tld Ilil h 
\reak, halt-tljllki11g 11)Ort,11s, l~~ "'ifcr tl13tl G,-l()? I-Iath 
Ile pul)li1h~(1 it., al1d fl~J!! \\-e ti1rO\\' a \-cil o\"cr it, to re
medy the r2.filnefs of 1:!3 prcrccding -: Do she Scriptt!rt'5 
re\"'eal, ancl are \\·e bac!,~··:r{l to ,~ tclli~\:a ll1e ~'ofpell\f th~ 
" gitlCe of God ?" _J\ll tt~t: \,'orks of God ~re C:ll~:~t~le of 
11Cillg al)ufed; tJ)at this 11!:l~· i1e I{) likc\\-iie the apof~)c fllP
l}ofes. It is, hn\ve\~er. not the leis t1tt:flll or i:;~portant ; 
0111}~ let us endea\yor to "inuicate it fronl ti!e f31!c cllar~e 
of favorillg or eIlcollraging licentiollfllefs of life. l~his 
I ,\~ou](l ,,,-illing)}' do in flleh a manller, as 10 aficrt 
while I (lefen(l it; to nlai11t3ill the docrriJlt! itfelf, \'·~liJ~ 
I flle\\' not only its illilocellce, but its ufe!'ulncfs iil nr~c-

~ l 

tice. 
The words of the infpired apofUe are, It God forhid, 

u ho\V fhall we tho.t are dead to firl, lh'e any longer there
'L in? III \\'hich he affirnls, that the grace of God ahourl(l
ir'g in the gof)Jel, is 10 far from being all ellcollragemellt 
to fill, that it deilro}ts the po\ver of jill, alll1 relllO\'"es t})~ 
inclination to it, 10 far as it pr~vails. 1'he language is 
,'ery ftrong, " \\.1 e that are dead to fill. "----It feemf; to l)iJt 
us in mind of the total effec1uall-,reacll of relation 1:)Ct\l"eell 
-:t. dead man, and the objeas with which he was former1y 
conneCl:ed in life: they are nothing to him, rlor he to 
them; he neither loves them, needs them, nor ujes them. 
So in proportion as the grace of God offeree} through 
Chriil in the gofpel is received and applied, fin is morti. 
fied in the heart j thus fays the apofHe elfcwhe-.. e, " God 
" forbid that I fuould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord 
U Jefus Chrifr, by which the world is crucIfied unto me, 

f(rapture 0.1 this fubjet\:J is j"n, th~n the aroflJr's ru~}p .. fi\lt)n of an oh. 
je~tioll of this nature arifing fr'll~ it. For if the explicatioll l~f t:!:ne 
(!th~r~, wen~ [\Ippo(~d to b~ the cbvi<'l1$ nl~(\::i:1g of the t<oY.t, anG W~re 
fubHitu\:t·d in its rnulll, as aJl juH J<:iil~iti~>l~~ ill"Y b~ ,\ 1\ 'l.lut il~C('llVe
nience, the apofll~'s ,,'ords, ,- \\' hat ih:.li \\ ~ t-ty then? thall \'ir r\)n· 
" tinue in lin that grace may abJunu !" \YQuld ~c qllilt:Ullllcltural &l~.d 
ahflud. 
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" anti I un to the \\'orl(!."· T!lis, W !li(~l, is indeetl tl1e 
b.n~ua~~ of th~ Scripture thro~g11out .. is not Increly de .. 
n::in~ the accura~ion, b~t efiablifhill~ the contrary truth, 
the influence of this doctrine upon purity of heart and 
li!~, ,\~hich Wt- fand the apofile alia a[~-:rtil)~ itl t~le mid()le 
of his Te:!foning upon th~~ point, " Do we thC~l make ,'oid 
&C the Ja.w tarcugh f:lith? God forbid: yea, we efl.blifh 
" the Ja\\·."t 

In the pro!~cution of thi>i fuhjea, it will be neceffa~·, 
tirft, in a fe,,- ,,·on)s, to ilate that dotlrine agaillft \l·hi(~ll 
the objeaion is made. It may be ddivercd i&1 Scriptnre
lan~a~ tlltlS, " That all ll:l,'e fiJ10C(I, alld cOlne filort of 
" the glory of God.-1."hat every nlouth mull be flopped,. 
\\ alld all the \\'orItl becolne gllilty before G()(i.-Tllere
u fore hy the deeds of the law, tl1ere 1hall he no flefh juili .. 
U lied in his fight.-But we are j!!fiified freely by his 
" gr~ce, through the redemption that is in Chrifi Jdl!S:
" \Vhom God has ft.t forth as a propitiation, through faith 
U in his blood, to ded~!'e his nghteoufnefs, for the remif. 
" lion of fins that ar~ peu'l, through the forbearance of God. 
\' -'\onere is boafting then? It is excluded. Ey wh:lt 
" law? of works? Nay, but by the law of faith, 'There. 
" fore we COllclude, that a Dl:tll is jllfiifiecl b}~ faith \Vilh. 
" out the dee{~s of the la\,r.-1\ioreo"cr, the 1:1\1/ :ntered, 
" that tile onence might abounll ; bllt \vhere fill abc\!nded, 
u grace did 111uch more abound; that as fin hath reigned. 
" unto ucath, e\?en fo Dlight grace reign through righ1couf. 
" nefs 1111tO etenlal life, liV leflls Chrift Ollr LortI." 

.I ., 

1~he d()o~lrine afferted in the above and other paffages 
of lcripture may be thus par~phrafed; th:it el"cry intelli~ 
gcllt creature is untler all tlnchangeable alld llnalienable 
o!lligatioJl, 11erfeflJy to obey the \\-hole law of God: that 
all 111e!1 l)rQ~ectlillg fro!n i\(I,llll by or(lillary g~lleratioll, 
ar.:! the c!li1dren of pol1uted parents, c:.lienatcd in heart 
from God, tranfgre!fors of his holy law, inexcuf.!ble in this 
tr~ni~rdlion~ and therefore expnfcd to the dread!l}l confe
fluences of his difpleafure; that it was not agreeable to the 
(lidatt s of his wildom, holiners and jufiice, to forgivt" 

t I) ... 
"Olll. III. 31. 



!htir fillS \,·itllout all :1!f")~lel11~tlt or f~!i';~:ta~~,:! ~ ~:l~l 
thererorc he raif·:u IoIt) for them a S.lVif'tlr •• :,:fllS C:lriH, who, 
as the Jef~oll{l A(!:tln .. pt:rletl1\- icl~!!l~ ti~t: '\'!!O!~· )&1\\', ailli 

" . 
offen.ad him'elf up a f.lcrihre upon the crofs ~!l th~ir fie:d : 
tlir.t tllis his rightetlllfll(!fs j~ ilI11)U!t:u to tl.eln, 33 the tole 
I:~unuation of their jllfiification in the fight of:i hC!~· God, 
ntld their receptiiln illt() hi~ f3\-or: t!lat tIle IllC:l!lS of t!~~!r 
being interefietl in thi!-? f.~hRtion, i~ a Geep humiH~~icn cf 
D!ind, confcffion of g\lilt and \\'rcttl1et)n~rs, (1~'11ial of t!lenl
l~h'es, and acceptance of p~rdl)u and pt!a~e d:rou:;h Chrii! 
Jc:fus, which they neither have contributed to tlie precu
ring, nor call COlltribute to tIle COlltillual1ce of, by tlleir 
0\\,11 olerir; but expelt tlle reJl0~·ilti()11 of tllcir n~turc:s) to 
be inclined atll1 ell:lblccl to l~eep the COlllmal1~1111ents of 
God as the \\~ork of the Spirit, alld a ~art of tIle ptiTc}lafe 
of their Ret:leemer." 

·fhis Hlort aCCOlll1t of the <lottr:tlC of the itUilutation of 
Chrift's rigbteoufnefs will be further illufirated and ex
plained in the progl'efs of this difcourfe, intended to fhew, 
that in tilofe ,,·bo do cordi3.lly embr .. !.ce it, tIle obligations 
to hoiinefs are not \veakened, but !lr~11gt!lelled J.lld cCln
firmed. For this purpore be pleafed to attend to the fol
lowing obfervations; in aU of which I defire it may be re .. 
menlbered) even where not expf.:!fsly mention\::d, an 0Ppo
fition is intended between the principles and views of a 
believer in Chrift, who rens his hope on his imputed righ· 
teoulhers, and 'hare who aCt un any contrary principle. 

~ l'h~ i~!tt)i~g('nt reader will prubably percei\-e, t~ at I ha-:e ex}rrf
!'t:d the abo\~ d~tlrin~ ill ruth general t~rnl$, as n,~t diHi.,r.:ly to t::ke 

• 1 d· tr 1 • t' d .. , a part til t_l~ -hcrcnce5 tll'lt are to oe ,)llll" alnllLg (n:lle au ll'tU'S, a'i 
t·) the \\-:ty of explaining it, and partie:; laTly as t,) the: lia~UJ e of faitl •• 
]"he rcafon of I1'Y dt)illg fu i~, that I \\-(l~.IJ \\-illingly t :t:her rl·CJ:~Car', 
than widen tht'le differences; and b!:call~ .. e it is Ill: tirln perrUafitlU, that 
h\)\\"e\·~r {~H11e think it juflen, or ",-itt-fi, or fatc-fi, to e~?· ~Is thenli~I\"~! 
oOt' \\-"y, and [~n)e an;)th~i·, )get al: ,\"h~ have a de~p a:ld real con\ ir
tion, that they are by nature in a loft n~te, and under the \'"ralh Of(;dd, 
end that there is no Cd\"atiun in any other hut in Clu in, are, if they un .. 
derRood on~ another, at bottom, or at lelfi. in all thi:lgS at.y \\"ay n13-

tc:rial, ~!ltircly of the t:,nle opinion. ./\cconliugly the r~ader \\ill, I 
hope, fiud that the reafoning in the fu}lv''- ~nr~" P:':..:",a~ l~la:' t""I~J}' be ;t1'. 
plied by th~Ul all ,,"ithout cxcrp~i0n. 



• 
In the firn pJace, he who exptcts jufiific:uion hy the 

imputed rig;1t~Ollfilds of Chrill.. hath the dearen aut! 
flrongefi Cou\,jd.ion of the o~li~ation of t!le h01y law of 
God upon en:ry reafonable creature, ~lnll of its extent anti 
purity. 'fhis will appear very evid.!n!ly .. it we confill::f 
what it is that brings any perfon to a bdief or re1ifh of this 
dOEtrillC. It lnUn be a Jellf(! of fiil, ~~:lJ i~:lr of (le!er\-e"l 
,\'"ratll. L~t us iearch Otlt the C .. !ll!\: b\~ trat:ing t11e t!ff<!~ts. - -
'\-ll~nce ariies the tear of ,\'"ratll, or c'I)~)re!1etlfion of (;od's 
diJpJ~afure? Ollb~ froln a convic-'~o'l of guilt. Atld \Vllat 
can pr()(luce a ~or~vie.:iol1 of gu!lt-. tltlt a f~llfe of obliga
tion? Ffhis is manifefily the do.:1:rine of Scripture, which 
teaches us, tllat "by the la\\" is the kl10,\~Iedge of fill"
alld tllat " tIle la\v is a fchoolm:lftcr to bring us to Chrifi. " 
Tlloie \vho have none at all, or a "ery illlperfcCl: fcnre of 
ti1e obligation of the (li\~ini! )a\~", .,vill 11e\~er ha,,-e the le"fl 
elleem of the ri.~11teollfllefs ofCllriit, ,,~hi(h atolles for their 
tranfgreffion of it; it nluii a)JPcar ttl tIlenl to be foolifll
!leis: \\t1t}lereas tlloJe ,\·ho ha\~e a firong cO!l\,iclion of the 
jufiice of the demand of the law, hoth eliecm and uit the 
~l!"a of their Saviour's merit. Such aHa have a llrocg 
fellfe of the extent al1d purity of the la\v of God, as \\~eII as 
its obligation in gel1eral. '\~hilfi others conlitler notllillg 
as fill, bllt tIle gr()flefi ,tlld mofi llotorious crinlcs, tiley are 
(le~pl}· f~tlfible of tIle alienation of tileir llearts frOtll God, 
\VI10lll tI,ey are bound fuprelllel}7 to lo\'e, anli to ,\~il0fe 
glory they are obliged to b:! habitu~Hy and uni\"crfiIIy 
ful)f~r\lient. 

This cOllvitlion of the obligation of the divine law, fo 
e!fcnti:tlIy connet1:ed with, or rather fo necdfarily previous 
to, at1 acceptallce of tIle i III ptlted rigIlteoufnefs of Chrift, 
is evicientl y fOllncleu llpon tIle relation of man to Gocl, as 
a creature to his Creator. Tl1is relation tllen COlltillues, 
alld tllllfl C011tillue, ullchangeable; tllerefore tIle obliga
tion fOllnllecl ul)on it Inllil tle llnaliel1a111e; and all tlloie 
'v 110 ha.\re otlce beell fenfihle of it, mlll1: COi1tinue to be fo, 
unlefs we fuppofe them blinded to the knowledge of God 
as Creator, by the difcovery of his mercy in Chrift the 
Redeemer. But this is abfurd ; for the fub[cquent relation 
gf 1 finner to Goll, as forgiven and reconcikd through 
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Cllrifi, never can take a\va}·, nay, n(\~er can alter his na
tUr&t) relation as a creature, nor the obligation fotln(led 
upon it. Neither can it be concc:h·ed as confifient with the 
perreaions of God, to abate the demands of his Jaw; that 
is to fay., a perfea confomlity to his holy will." Eyery 
the leaft devia~on from it, by tranfgreffion, or negleCt of 
duty, muft ftiH be evil in itfelf, and mufl fii!l be icen, and 
eftcemed to be fa by the: God of tr.:th, who cannot lie. 
No\\r, is there any thing in the gofpei that hath the leaR 
tendency to leffen the fenfe of this obligation, after it hath 
been once dijco'i"cre(l? \:ery tar from it: on tIle (011tral)~, 
all that Cilrifi hatll done for t11e falvation of tillncrs, as 
its immediate conrequence, magnifies tbe law, and nlakes 
it honorable. · 

Perhaps it may be thought, that the releafing a finner 
from the fanCtion of the la\\?, or the puni1hment incurred 

.. S~nce mention bas ~~n mac!~ of perrell: ~onformit}p to the will of 
God, or perfett obcc.lience to his la'Y, as the duty of man, which is in
deed the foundation of this ,,-hole d(~arill~, I think it necrlfary to 01)

f~r\·e, that fonle deny this to be properly required of mall, a~ his QU~y 
in the prefent fa)l~n flat~, becaufe h~ is not able to perfortn it. But 
fnch do not leem to attend either to t~ meaning of pert't-a o~ienc~, 
or to the n3ture or cauie of this iHabil~ty. llerfeCl obedience is obe
dience by any creature, to the utmLfl extent of his natural po\\-crs. 
Even in a ftate of innoclnce, the holy difpofitionsof Adam would not 
have' been equal in ftr~ngth and a8ivity to thore of creatures of an 
higher rank: but furel}p to )o\"e G,ld, ,,·ho is infinitely anlilhlt', with 
ttll the b~art, and above all, to confecrate all his powers ~uid faculties, 
without ~~teption, and \vitbout interoliffion, to Goo's fervice, mull !"'e 
undeniably the dllt)' of every intelligent crtature. And \\'hat fort ( f 
j~la!lility ~re \ve under to pay this? Our natllral faculties are furei)" as iit 
fo1" the ter\"ice of Gcd as tor any baler purpofe: the inabilitr is only 
moral, and lies wholly in the :."eriion of our hearts from fnch employ
nlent. D~s this thtn take a\\'ay the guilt? ~Iuft God rela."( hi. la\\p 
beclllie we are not willing to obey it ? Confl~lt ~ven mod~rn philofo
phrr~ ; and ruth of theln as allo\v th(!re i~ :In)" fuch thing as vic~, \\·il1 
tell rou, that it lies in ~vil 0,' Inifplaced affections. \Vill then that 
\\'hich is ill in itfelf excur~ !ts fruits in anr degrt'e from guilt or 
blal1le ? 'f'he truth is, Ilot\\'ithfianding the loud charge oflicentioufner~ 
upon the truths of th~ gofpel, there is no other i)Onem that ever I pe
rufed, \\·hlch preferves the obligations of the la"Y of God in its ftrengt!l : 
thr mon part of them, \,hen thoroughl)' el\anlin~d, jufi amC'unt to 
thi$, that men are bound, and that it is RIGHT and ~fEE1" and 
FI·r that th~y fhould be ~s g04:J and as holy Ii the)" themffl,'C:; intlinr. 

"OL. I. G 
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by pat'llvo purchafed and t't:fiowed, has illi~ dft:a! aId 
}lcrt: it is .. to be fl!re, tllat men by their parti:ll vic\\'s, are 
apt to fuppore the ol~eaion lies. 

:Rill Jet \IS oilly reflc8:, that the obligation to (llllY 3J1U 

obediellce to the Creator, hath been feell by a bclie\-er in 
theftrongefi light, and mufi continue to be fenfible. \\"iII he 
therl be illllliceu to aa ill the face of a perceived obliga
tion, b}1 an inflance of unfpeakable mercy? Is t11is rea
fonable to fUllpole? or rather, is it not ft:lf COiltradiCtory 
and abfurd? )t is fa far from being true, that this merc;f 
difpofes to obediellce, as :l pecu1iar allu (\(lditiol1al moti,'e, 
~s J fhall afterwards fllew n10re fully in ~ts proper place. 
In the meall time, it is ft:if-evi(l~nt, that it can be no hin
derance. '''hat leads us into error in this nlatter, is what 
happens fometilnes in human affairs. In a human go. 
verl1111ent, nlercy or a pronlife of impunity for pall: crimes, 
111ay ellable1 tllOllgh e,'en ill that cafe, not incline a rebel. 
lious traitor to relle\V his \vickeullefs. Bllt tllis is a Dloft 

unjuft and partial view of the rafe, in which the very cir .. 
cumftance is wanting upon which the chief firers ought to 
be laid. Iflllnan la\\1s reach only ollt\Var(1 aCtions, be
cauie llunlan kno\\F}etlge is fo imperfeCt t)lat it cannot (lif
cover tIle difpofition' of the heart: allc} as all profeffions 
are not fincere, fo kindnefs is often bellowed on improper 
objeas. rrhis kindnefs, however, though it may difco
ver the ilnl)rol)riety, call110t edufe it. 

Bllt Illake the fimilitu(le complete, at1tl fee Ilo\v it will 
lea(l us to determine. SUPI)ofe one \VI10 llath been in 
rel)el1ion, (leeply and in\vardly COI1Vil1Ce(1 of tIle evil of 

, rebellion, al~{l llis ol11igation to fbbnl iffioll; fll])pofe tllis 
conviClion fo firong, that he confeffeth the jufinefs of the 
fel1tence conllelnl1ing hilll to die, "~11jch is \7erj? confillent 
,vitll a (lefire of life: \viII a par(lon offerc<.l or intirnate(l 
to ftlcll a perf 011 olake lliln diflo}~'al? Is tllis its Ilatural, 
nay, is it its peffible effea? If it could be fuppofed to 
have any fuch confequence at aU, it could only be in this \ 
(lillallt \\'a}r, tIlat partlOll feClllS to lerrell tIle fenfe of a 
judge'S difplt:afilre at the crime. But even this can have 
no p1ace here, hccaufe fl!fficient Cere is taken to prevent 
allY fuell abllfe of it, b)7 tIle fubftitutioll a11d vicarious fu1~ 
fcrings of a lVlec..liator. 
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J cannot heJp obfervigg here, thlt the fimilitude ahove 
ufed \\,ill leac lIS to the difcovery ()f OtIC! great Callie of ~he 
,,'- _ ~: J:..: againft which I am nafoning. It ari!t:s from 
t~ill ' ·.: ... upt;-,n of heart, and inward oppofition to the Jaw 
o~' (iU(i :.\ l!, ~ extent and Ilurit}" \\-iJich is in all Ill~n by 
natUJ~. an :. t:1;~tjn\Jes ill all ,\~ho :-.;e Ilot reJlc\\-ed in the 
1pirit oi [heu -•. :ads. As they have a firong tendency 
and inc]~~latioll to tranfgrefs the I a \\7 "-here they (I are, 
they are ready to think, that the hopes of impunity nlUft 
encourage every one to a bold \·iolation of it. An(l J .' 

doubt this '\~Gull1 be true, if there cotl1d be any real efieem 
or cordial !.cceptance of the gofpel, w itllU\lt a pre\?ious con
viCtion of the ob1igation of the Ja\'1., and the guilt and (le
merit of every tranfgreuClr.'" But fuppofing, what is in 
trut.lt the cafe \\·ith every believer, that there is a real antI 
firong conviaion of the obligation of the law of God upon 
e\rery rational creature, Wllicll cannot be taken a\vay; to 
imagine that the mercy of God in pardoning finners for 
ChrifPs fake will lerren or weaken the fenfe of this obliga
tion, is a mon manifeft contradiCtion. On the contran", 
fin muO: needs have received a mortal blow, the love o(it 
mufi neceffarily have been deft royed , before pardon in 
this way could be fought or obtained: fo that the apofile 
might well fa}?, " HO\\7 iliall we that are dead to fin, live 
" any longer therein ?" 

In tIle fecond place, he ,vI}) belie\~es in Cllrifi:, and ex
pecls jufiification through his imputed righteoufnefs, mun 
have the deepefi: and firongeft fenfe of tIle evil of fin in it
felf. This is in a good meafure included in, or an im
mediate confequence of, what has beeli alreacly nlentioll
ed. For the obligation of the law, as hinted above, is but 

• But this is i1npoffible; for though there may be rome fi>rt of fear 
of puniOlment, occafioned by difplays of di ville pO\\ger, whc:re there is 
no true hU1uiliation of nlind, or genuine conviction of Gn; this i~ but 
like the inlpatient ftrugg·Jei of a chained l1ave, inflead of the \villing 
fubjeclion of a penitent child. l"here is Hill in all fuch an in\vard 
Dlurnluring againfl the felltence, as that of an unjt~n and rigorol1~ ty
rant, and not of a righteous jlldg~. rfherefore, though futh O\oldd 
pretend t\l rely on the merits of (;hrifl t~)r pardon and deliverance, it 
is plainly not fronl their hearts, and therefore neither to the raving :)f 
their fouls, nor to the reformation of thti:' lives. 
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.. er~· imperfetl:, if \Ve confider it only as founded on the 
power of God, and the dependance of the creature, and 
not alfo on the holinefs, juftice, and goodnefsof the Jaw 
itfelf. In the firfi fenfe, perhaps, it olay be f~·i{ by the 
\\'icked in this \\·orJd, at leaR, we are fure, it is felt b}'· 
dev;ls and damned fpirits in a feparate fiate. 1'hey 
know that they muft ruffer, becaufe the}' ",ill not obey. 
But where there is a comr'ete fenfe of obligat.ion, it im. 
plies a belief of the righAeoufnefs of the law, as well as tlJe 
po\\:er of the Ja\v-giver; of the eqllit} , nav, the excel1ence 
of the command, as ,vel) as the Jeverity of tt_c fanelion. 
All fuch not only believe that God will punifu for fin, but: 
that it is moft juft that he fuould do fo, and that fin has 
1 icI11}:r deie1 Ted it. 

It may t!' .'"efore feem unneceffary to add any thing on 
this fubjea n.,"'r~ th~n has been already faid: but I have 
nlentioned it by itfelf, ~caufe, beiides that fetlfe of the ob. 
ligation and purity of the ]a\v of God which IDuil pave 
the way to a nnner's acceptance of the righteoufnefs of 
Chrift, there is a difcovery of the evil of fill, and its abo
Dlinable natllre, in every part of this " myfiery of godli
.. , nt:ts, Gotl manifefted in the flelll," and tIle trtlths fOUlld

ed upon it; fo that the more thele are l1elieved, and the 
. 1nore they are attended to and recolleaecl, the more muft 

t11e believer be deternlined to hate and abhor every \\/ick. 
ed and falfe \\1a}7; every nf!W vie"r \vhich 11e takes of the 
gofpel of his f~lva6on, every aCt of trufi and confidence ex· 
erted upon it, mun increafe his horror of fin, and excite 
hinl to fly from it. 

Let us confider a litt1e wIlat views are prefentecl us of 
tIle evil of fin in tile dot\rille of Cllrifi, and of him cru
cified. Here we fee that a holy and jufi God would not 
forgive fin without an atOJlenlent. "\That a den10nfira
tion is this of its malignity, if carefully attended to, and 
kept confiantly in our eye, as a part of our very. idea of 
the Divine Nature! The difficulty in this cafe, is our par
tiality in otlr o\\'n caufe; \\'e are Ull\villil1g to tllink fin fo 
very blanle-\,vortllY, becatlfe tllis is cOTldemnitlg otlrfelves ; 
l1tlt lct us COllficler \Vllat v'ie\vs all all.\vife al1cl impartial 
God hath of it, and form ours upon his. Ant! tlmt we 
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rn.1_.Y nnt tU much as once blafphemoufly imagine, thnt he 
r. H6 i::. partial 011 his own fide; let us reJl1enlher tlJat he is 
the God of love, who, by this vt:ry j:tlvat iOil

l 
llal~l Inagni

fied his love in a lllarlller thlt pa{feth kllO\\" h:dge. I Ie 
fhc\vs his fenfe of the tvil of the crilne, even \vhilft he is 
contrivil1g, nay, in the very contrivance of a proper \va}' 
for the criminal's efcape. He is 110t, 10 to fp~ak, fetting 
forth the malignity of the offence, in orde( to juHify the 
fc::verity of his OWll vengeance, but he is exerting his ami. 
able attribute of luercy, and yet hert nluH the evil of fin 
appear. 

Confid~r, in a particular nlanner, upon th!s fuhjecl, the 
dignity and glory of the perfon \\' ho [Hade this atonement. 
r-rhe value of the purchafe may be feen in the grt.::atnefs 
of the price j the evil of fin in the ,vorth of the propitia
tion. "For we are not redeemed ,vith corruptible things, 
" fuch us filver and gold, but \vith the precious b100d of 
"ChriO', as of a Lamb without blenliih and \\'ithout 
"fpot."* It was no lefs a perfon than the eternal and 
only begotton Son of God, who was before all Vvorlds, the 
brightnefs of his Father's glory, and the exprefs image of 
his perfon, \vho fufFered in our Head. ~·hoever confiders 
the frequent mention in the facred oracles of the glory 
and dignity of the perron of Ch~ifi, mufl be fatisfied that 
it is not \vithout defign; and none can truly relifh or im
prove thefe truths, but fuch as thence learn the evil of fin, 
the hnmenfenefs of that debt \vhich required one of fo 
great, nay, of infinite and inexhaufiible riches, to be able 
to pay it. A creature indetd behoved to fuffer; and 
therefore he became the fon of man, but intimately united 
to the Creator, God bleiled for ever. It was one of the 
firn and earliefi confeffions of faith, That Jefus Chrift 
,vas the Son of God; and this belief nlufi have the firong
eft influence in fhewing us the evil of fin, \\1 hich none elle 
was able to expiate. 

In many paffagcs of Scripture, God's fending his own 
Son into the world to rave fiuners, is reprefented as the 
H:rollgeft proof poffible of his cOin paffion a.nd love. The 
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nearuefs of the r~latjon te3ches us, as it were, t(\ fl1ppofe 
tl))l)e reluCtance in bdl()wing him: in lllufion to which 
there is a beautiful expreffion of the apofiJe Pau),·' lie 
u that fpared 110t his own Son, but delivered him up for 
(C. ~IS all, )10\V fhall he not \vitll IIinl alfo freely give us all 
U things :". 1~he very fame thing {hews, with equal 
clearners, his abllorrence of fin. Ho\\'e\'er firongly (lif
pofed to 1~l.\'e finners. be would ha.\'e fin to be expiated, 
thougll his 0\\'11 Son fll0ulli l)e the viCtinl: if any thillg 
could have nlade him difpenfe with it, this fhould fure1y 
ha\le had the effeCt: and therefore tIle conderntling of {in 
j~el11s to 11a\·e been as much in vie\\7 as the falvation of the 
ftoner. 

E\?C:l]" light in \\"hich \ve can "ie\v this fllbjeCt, contri. 
butes to fet before 11S tIle evil of tin. I filal} only melltion 
fllrther, the greatlleJs and feverity of the futterings of our 
Redeemer, as they are reprefel1ted both prophetically, to 
ihe\v ho\v much \vas exaCted, and hiftorically, to fuew 
\\?hat was paid. A~ the whole of his life ,vas to be a nate 
of humiliatioll and forro\v, it is faitl, ,: As Inany were af
'( toni111ed at thee, his vil:1ge ,,'as fo marred more than 
H any mao, and his form than the fons of men." Again, 
,~ He is detpifed and rejeCted of men, a man of forro\vs 
l( al1d acquaillteu \vith gri~f; an(l \ve hid, as it were, our 
lft faces from him; he 'vas rlefpifed, ancl we efieelned hiln 
\~ not." Once more, " He was wO'ui1(led for our tranf .. 
"greffions, he was bruifed for our iniquities: the chaf. 
u tilement of our peace was upon him, and with his firipes 
" we are healed."t In the hiflory of his life in tht' New
']~ellalnellt, \ve fee all this verifiecl, ill the meanners of his 
tlirt11, a 1"1 (} tIle contilltled infults and reproaches thro\vn 
uI)on hill~ (luring the courfe of his life. Tllere is one re
markable palTage, John viii. 57, H Thou art not yet fifty 
'\ )'ears old, aIlcl hail tl10U feel1 AbraI1aJ)O) ?', The Inean .. 
i:.g of this is hardly obvious, unlefs we fuppofe tha~ his na. 
tural beauty and bloom was fo wafted and decayed by for. 
row, that he feemed to {hangers near twenty years older 
than he really was. 
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1n the clore of the gofJ)~l, we h~lXC an al\.:o~:at of the 
lan !cellc of his fuflerings ill t1)e garllt:li al1(1 l .. il ti.\! crofs. 
" He was fore amazed, allti very h«:,\\"y.- His foul , .... J! 

c~exceedillg forro\,~ful, e\'(;ll ll:ltO tlt::lt!l.-J-lis [\\-cat \\'as 
"as it were great drops of blood, fallin~ do, ... ·n to the 
"ground." He was at lafi flretched on an accurled tree, 
\Vhere the plin of a tortured body W~lS but flll~\11 to the 
anguifh of all O\"ff\\-hclmc(! Ji~itjt" \'.-11icJl cOllfirajn~(1 hinl 
to utter tl!is ht:avy COlllpl,lillt, .4 ~I): GoJ, m)! GO{), \\-11Y 

, "haft tl10U forf~l.kell Jll~ :" Let tIle Cllritliln flan~l at ti~e 
foot of the crofs, all(l ti1cre 1~e tIle e,~il of fill, \vllicll re
quired fo coftly an ex piation. Let him there fee the ho. 
linefs and juftice of God in its punifhment. Let him 
hear the moll Iligh, i:1.ying, " A\\-ake, 0 f\\-or(l, a;;aiilfi 
"tile 01an \Vl10 is Iny fe!)o\\'." ~~11tl let III In thence.' 
learn, ho\v mllcll fin is tIle object of divine tlt:ttitiltioll. 

Hatll a belie\'er then a firnl ptrfuafion of all tl.l~J~ 
trut!lS? Are they the freqtlel1t t!lelne of his nlcll:ta~ions ? 
And O-ltlfi (hey not neceffarily fiJIllinl \\~itll all abhorrenre 
of fin, iIlnanle him with a 11atre<1 of it, anti excite in hilll 
a felf.lothing on its account? Thus it is faiJ in the pro
phetic \vritings, " They fIlal} look 011 tlle \,:-110111 tlle)l ila\:oe 

,~ pierce<), allt} they fila)} mOtlrtl for hitn, as (lne lnourllttll 
" for his OllIy fon, al1<.1 filall l1e in bitternefs for hinl, as 
" one that is in bitterllefs for llis tirft-born. ". All(llllll!i 
not a repetitioll of. tIle filme vie\\'s flill flrellgtllell tIle itll .. 
I)reffion, fo that, as the apoflle P,lul tells lIS of Il!nlfclt~ 
" 'fhe \\1orld ,viII be crucified Ullto hilll, atl{l lie lillto tIle 
" \vorll1. "t 

I am iel1fil)le tllat tIlefe things will ha\1e 110 fuell e[~a 
uI)on tIle enerrlits of tIle golj)eJ, \vho (lifue]ie\~e tllelll, ()r 

upon thole CllriiliaI1S, if the}- derer\~e tIle llaille, wi~o llif: 
guile, explaill a\vay, or give up the fatisfa8:ioll of Cllriii ; 
or e'.Yen thofe who have a firong tincture of a legal ·~i)irjt, 
and are for contributing fomewhat toward their a<:ceptann' 
\vith God, by t11eir o\vn merit and defeCtive obecliellCt\, 
Such Cantlot relifll thefe fentinlents; ancl tllercfore it llla\r 

feem improper, in reafoning againfi enemies, to blill~ 
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them at all in vic,,-. Bllt let i( he rcmc111 be reu, tilat 
ho\ve\·er little nlany be)i~ve ruth ~billgS, they nlay yet 
perceiv~ if ~}. ,viii attc.lli to it, their r.atllral operation 
upon thofe who do believe them.. And let any mOOem 
allept in the fcience of morals fh~w in his account of the 
fOUlltlation of olorality, alld the nature of obligation" :tll;

thing that hath a force or influence equal to this: or, will 
the nOlninal k:lf:righteolIS (:hrillian, who thinks Chrift on
ly made ,1P lome little wants wbich he finds in himfelf, or 
that his death had only rome general expediency in it, 
C'"er b: equally tender in his prclA..c}i~, with him who fees 
fo much of the Il\lrity uf tile ia\v of God, and hi~ detefta
lion of fin, a:; to elleem aU his o\\"n righteoufneffes but as 
filthy rags, and bottools his hope of acceptance wboJly 
upon the rerfea rlghteoulilefs of his Redeemer? 

In the third place, he who expells juftification only 
thron~h the imputed righteoufnefs of Olrift, bas the mon 
awful views of the danger of fin. He not only fees the 
obligation and "'Drity of the law, but the Ceverily of its 
ianition. It is a rear of wJath from the ~yenger of blood, 
that perfuades him to fly to the city of refuge. And if 
we compare the fentiments of others with his, either the 
generality of a carele!s and blinded world, or thore who 
aCt upon contrary principles and a different Cyfiem from 
tll'lt lvhiell ,,~e are 110W (lefending, \\1te fhall find~ tJlat not 
one of theln hath fllth apprehenfions of the \\7ath and ven
geance of GOlI due 011 the account oi fin, as the convinced 
linner, who flies to the propitiation of Chrift fi)f deliver
allce antI refcue. 

I am very fenfible, that many readers will be ready to 
cllalJel1~e this argunlellt as preffed into the fervice, alIt! 
\\~holly i~llproper UrOll m}p fcheme: they will fuppofe. 
that e,'ery belic\ger, in conft'<}uence of his faith in Chrill, 
is fcreeneu frolll the pel1alty of the law and Oleltered froln 
tIle firoke Qf cli\-ine jl.ftice; he is tllerefore no more un
(Ier this fear; al1l1 its llCillg no more a motive of aCtion, 
ill tIle futllre part of llis con(lua, is tIle very ground of 
the ol)icE\ion I anl attelDllting to remove. Tllis is no 
(lotlbt rl~lufible; bllt let it be remembered, in what ,,-ay 
it is that belie\"ers are freed fronl their arprehenfions of 



l!lC: wr.lth of GOtI; it is by their acceptance of his mercy 
throu~h faith in ChriU. Before the application of this 
reined}", ti!ey raw tllenll~l\"es the cllildrel! of \\'rath anJ 
Ileirs of' hell i anj the}' Ilill b~lie\.·e that e\pery jill (lefer\'es 
t!lC ,'·:--ltI1 of G~, both ill this life and t~jat \\rllich is to 
come. \Van they therefore re-incur the danger frolil which 
they have 10 lately ekapcd, anJ of which they had fo ter
rible: a vie\\'? (\·ill they (to fo valulltarily, e\'en although 
they know the remedy to be fiill at hanJ, nil! ready to be 
appHeJ) and cert~ullly eifc:aual? Suppofe any perton had 
beetl u j,;~n the \-e1J· PCillt of perilhing in a \-iolt!nt an(1 ra
pid fi:eam, and fa\-ed when his ftrength was \vell nigh es.
hauned, by the hapi)] illtervention of a tender-}learted 
paffenger; would he voluntarily plunge himfdf again into 
the flood, (.\yen although he kllew his deliverer \vere nand. 
ing by, ready for his relief? The fuppofition is quite un. 
natural; and it is equally fo to imagine, that one faved 
from di~i"e \vrath will imOlediately repeat: the pro\"oca
tion, even whilfi he trembles at the thoughts of the mii~ry 
of that nate from ",,"hiell he had been fo late)', deliveretl • 

• 
Let us only confider the firollg fenfe \\9l1icil a believer 

ufually fbews of the danger of others in an unconverted 
ftate, from a perfuafion of their being under the wrath of 
God. lIe warns them, intreats them, pities them, and 
prays for them. He would not exchange with anyone 
of them, a prifon for a palace, 01" a fcaffold for a throne. 
How then fhould he be fuppofed to follow them in their 
praCtice, and thereby to return to their flate ? 

But perllaps, here again it will be urged, that tllis is 
improper; bee au fe, according to the princ;iples of the af. 
fCltors of inlputed rigllteoufnefs, a believer 'being once in 
a juftified ftate, cannot fall from grace; and theretore his 
iillS do not defervt: \\9r:ttll; and he himfelf muft 11a\~e, 
from this perfuafion, a ftrong confidence that, be they 
what they \vill, they canll0t have fuch an efFeCt: and ac
cordingly, fome have exprcfsly affirmed, that the futlir~ 
fins of the elect are forgiven, as well as their paft, at their 
converfion; nay, fome, that they are jufiified from all 
eternity, that God doth not fee fin in a believer, that his 
affliCtions are not punifilments, and other things of th: 
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like nature. Now, though I mull confers ) look t1p~n 
thefe expreffions, and many more to be found in certain 
\vriters, \vhatever gloffes they may put llpen them, as lln
guarded and anti-fcriptural; yet not to enter into the 
controverty at all, I fuppofe it win be acknowledged by 
aJI withollt exception, tllat a beJie\Fer's fecurit}?, all() tIle 
impoffibility of his falling froln grace, is a fecurity of not 
finning, that is, of fiot being under the dominion of fin, 
as mue}l as, or rather in orller to his fecllrit}p, of deli\·er
ance from the ,\'rath of God. His parllon is fure; bilt 
this fecurity is only hypothetical, becaufe his faith and 
holinefs are fecured by the promife of God: fo that, to 
fuppofe a perfon to fin without reRraint, by means of this 
perfuafion, that his falvation is fecured by his firft accept
ance of Chrift, is a fuppofition felf-contradiCtory. How. 
ever ftrongly any man may affert that a believer's fall'a. 
tion is fecure, he \vill not fcruple at the fame time to ac
k-nowledge, that if ruch believer fhould fin wilfully and 
habitually, an(l continue to do [0, te wouJd be (lamned ; 
but he will deny, that any fuch cafe ever did, or ever can 
poffibly happen ... 

The objeCtion mull furely appear RrongeR: upon the 
principles of thore who olake the Ilature of faith to confifi: 
in a belief, that Chrift diecl for themfelves in particlilar, 
or of tlleir own perronal intereft in him, and the par(lon 
and life which he hath purchafed, lnakihg affurance etTen
tial to its (laily exercife. Yet even there \vill not deIlY, 
that their faith is not always equally flrong, and that their 
affurance is fometimes intelTupted with doubts and fears. 
No\v, \\7hat is the caufe of thefe (loubts, and this uncer
tainty? Is it not always fin more direEl:ly, or by confe
quence? So that fin renders their faith doubtful, which 

*' Indr€d there can be nothing lnore Llnfa;.-, than to take one part 
of a man ~s brJitf, and thence argue again;! another part, upon ,vl,ir h 
the Grn is expretsly f,)unded. If I fholild fay, I aln confident I illall 
never be drO\Vlled in a certain ri\'er, b~callfe I an) ref~~lved ne\'er to 
crofs it at all; \vollld it not be abfurd to reafon thus ~ here is a tnan 
",ho hath a perfuallon he ,yill never he dro,\'ned in thi:; river; ther~
fnre he ,vill he furely very hcad-firong and fool-hf\rdy in fording it 
,\'hen it o\'erflo·,~7s its hank~, vihich is contrary to the very fuundation 
('1' nl)' fecurity ? 



AI' usa)" on JUSljfiCdlioll, 63 

is the very fame thing with putting them in f\!ar concern· 
ing their future fiate. Indeed it is not more fure that our 
Ree(lemer invites all \veary lleav}'-lac.lcn fillllcrs to conle 
unto him tha~ they may find rell, than it is that the un· 
rightc::ous ihall not inherit the kingdom of God. $0 that 
every inftance. of voluntary fin, muft throw back tbe be· 
liever (at lean as to his own ientiments) into his former 
itate, till he be again reftored by faith and re~~ntallce. 

From this I think it evidelltly appears, that the moti\'e 
of the danger of fin is not weakened, but hath its full force 
upon thofe who expet..~ jullification by the imputed righte
ouiileis oi Chriil. Allt), if it i~ not weakened, it DlUfl be 
llrengthened by this perfuafion, lince, as I have {hewn 
alxwe, none have fo deep a fenfe of the obligation of the 
law, and the evil of lin, and by conlequence none can 
have fo great a fear of its awful fanaion. That this is 
agreeable to Scripture" might be lhewn at great length~ . 
where the putting their right to the favor of God and eter
nal life more and more beyond all doubt and queftioll, is 
)-ecommende(l to believers as an objeCt of their care and 
diligence. 1~hus fays the apoflle to the Hebre,,~s, " And 
" we defire that every one Qf you do fhe\V the fame dill. 
"gence, to the full affurance of hope unto the end.". 
And tIle apoftle Peter, after a long entlmeration of the 
graces of tIle Chrifiian life, fays, "\Vherelore the ratIler, 
"brethren, give diligence to make YOllr calling allli elec
" tion fure."t Nay, the fear of wrath and of 6naUy pe. 
rifhing, is reprefented by the apoftle Paul himfelt~ as Olle 

v!e\v at leafl, \\~hich Ilabitually influenced his o\vn COIl· 

duB: ~ "But I keep under my body, and bring it into fub. 
" jeCtion, left that by any means when I had preached 
" to others, I myfelf fhould be a caft~a\\pay. "! 

In the fourth place, "fhofe who e~pea jullification by 
the imputed righteoufnefs ofChrift, have the highefi fenre 
of tIle purity alld llolillefs of the di"ine Ilature; alld there. 
fore mull be under an habitual con\~iction of the neceffity 
of purity, in order to fit them fer his prefcncc and enjoy. 
nlent. If this doCtrine in its main Jefign, or by any of 
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its ~[ential parts, hat} a tendency to reprefent God (I win 
not fay as delighting in fin,) but as eary to be pacified to
,,·ards it, paRing it by with littl~ notice, and pllniflling it 
but very flight1y, there might be fome pretence for draw. 
ing the condufion complained of from it. For! think it 
may be allowed as a maxim, that as is the God, fo are his 
worfhippers, if they ferve him in earnen. \Vhatever 
views they have of the objeCt of their efteem and worlhip, 
they will endea\'or to form themfelves to the fame charac
ter. But if, on the contrary, this dOCtrine preferves the 
purity of God entire; nay, if it gives us ftill more firong, 
awful and firiking views of it; it can never encourage 
rUGh as believe it in the pratlice of fin. 

But that this is the cafe \vith all fuch as believe and un· 
derftand the dOCtrine of juftification by the imputed righte
oufnefs of Chrift, Inay be dernonftrated in the cleareft 
manner. It Inight indeed be {hewn, from a great variety 
of arguments founded upon the nlediation of Chrift: at 
prefent I fhall mention but two, the propriety of which, 
and their relation to the fubjefi: in hand, every one muil 
immediately perceive. In the firft place, That Chrin be
hoved to fuffer by divine appointment for the eXFiation 
of fin, is not only equal with, but Rronger than .. all other 
e\'idences of the purity of God and his abhorrence of fin, 
It is an event of the moft ftriking and aflonifhing nature., 
every refleCtion upon which o\·erwhelms the mind, that 
the eternal and only begotten fon of Gud fhould affume 
the likellefs of finfu)flefh and Rand in the room offinners: 
even tooogb the merited punifhment had been infliCted 
upon the onenders themfelves, it would not have been fuch 
&\ pro.)f of the purity of God.. Here, even when he is in
clined to mercy, its exercife is ohftruaed till juftice is fa
tisfied. Can an}r one confider this without being deeply 

• 
co!!vinced, that he is a God " of purer eyes than to behold 
"iniquity," and with whom unrighteoufuefs can have no 
commllniun? "rill any, after fllCh views~ hOlle for his fa
"or, while they retain the love of fin, or expeCt to dwell in 
his prefence, while they continue Rained with its pollution. 

1'lle fame thing mull: alio carry convillcing e\!idel1Ce 
with it, that to fuppafe ChTin to have bought an impuuity 
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for finners, and procured them a licence to offend, is felf. 
contradiCtory, and altogether inconfiflent \vith the wifclom 
and uniformity of the divine go\'emment.: that he ne,~er 
cO\lld hate fin fo m:lch before, antI lo\·e it after the tufi~r
ings of Cltrift; that he tould not find it nece1fary to pu. 
nifh it fo fe,"erely in the furety, and yet after\var,Js Jove 
and besr \\.rith it in thofe for \vhom that furt!ty fatisfi~ll. 
Not only may this be clearly efiablifhed by reafon and 
argument, but it mull be immediately felt by every one 
who fees the neceffity of the atonement of their Redeemer. 
"fhey will be fo far from taking a liberty to fin, that on 
the contrary, they will be ready to cry out, ,4 'Vho can 
" fiand before this holy Lord God ?". Accordingly we 
fhall find in experience, that none are nlore ready to call 
in qut:llion tIle integrity of their own charaCler, none nlore 
ready to fear the effeCts of the fins that cleave to thelll, as 
\infitting them for the divine prefence, than fuch as trufl: 
folely in the merits of Chrift for their acceptance with God. 

The fecond thing I propofed to mention in the doCl:rine 
of Chrift's mediation, which 1hews the purity of the di. 
vine nature, is our continued approach to God by him as an 
interceffor and advocate. It contributes to keep conti. 
nually upon our minds a renfe of the divine holinefs an(l 
purity, and of our own unworthinefs, that \\'e are not 
permitted to approach him but by the illterceffion of ano
ther. Such a conduCl in human affairs, properly ferves 
to fhew dignity and greatnefs on the one part, difiance 
alld unworthinefs 011 the other. The falne conduCt then 
in God towards us, doth it not convince us, that he Dlufi: 

• It is a certain faa, that the number of perfons under dinrefs of 
mind by ~rplexing duubts, or aHxiollS tears, CC)llCeluiug their future 
nate, i£ incomparably grcater anlongft the frier.ds than the euelnies of 
this da~'lrjne. Bv this I do not at all mean that either their doubt, 

• 
are d.utiful, or their f~ars defirable. Such a {late is to be lo()k~d upon 
as the fruit of their 0\911 wcaknefs and ilnperfetlion, and as a chaflife .. 
ment from a wife and gracious God, either lllore imlnedi"tely f\)r cor .. 
re~ti .. g their fins, or for the tl'i~i, illufiration and pel feeling of their 
grace and virtue; but its beilAg more COlllmon anhl:lg thofe 'rho be
[e\·e in Chril1's imputed righttotlf!~erc;, th;\ll othel~, is I pla!l1 prvof 
that this doctrine doth not naturaHy tend to intpire al~y " i ~h an UUh0J}, 

boldncli, or a fecurc and l10thful prefumptiont 



66 All Essay on Just&lication. 

be ftlilftified of all tJ1em tJ)at (lraw near to hiln? Alld 
whiHi it makes imputed righteoufilefs the condition, plainly 
jhows the neceffity of inherent holinels, as a qualification 
in our approl\ches to his throlle. SLl})pofe all earthly 
prince \\'ere to be adcireffe(l l)y t\VO (liflerent perJol1s, 011e 

\vl10 thought he had a title upon his O\Vll nlerit to nlake 
all illlillediate ap)Jlication, an(l allother who COll)(111ot ap
proach hinl \vitllout one nearly rela.te(l to llilll, an(l ill higll 
favor at court, to procure his admiffion, and to back his 
requefi:; which of thde would probably be moll refpeCtful 
to his fovereign, and mort folicitOllS to avoid giving of. 
ience by his condua? Surely the latter; and fo it is 
al\vays \\·ith the hllmble, IDortified believer, \vho " counts 
\~ all 111illgS but lois for the excellenc)? of the k110wledge 
(t of Cllriit Jefl:ls."" 
. In the fifth place, Thofe who expeCt jufiification by 
t~le ilnputed righteoufnefs of Cllrift, muft l1e induced to 
obedience, in the nrongeft manner, by the liberal and in
genuous motive of gratitude and thankfulnefs to God. 
'J'hat it is the native and. genuine exprelIion of gratitude 
to God, to li\?e a pure andt holy life, I fuppoie will hardly 
be deniecl; at leaft, this the Scriptures repreient as lllea-
fing IIi)l), [erving Ilim, cloing llis \-vill, 110Iloring 11iln. I t is 
intleed extremely difficult to conceive 110W God, all-mighty, 
alld all .. fufficiellt, £hollIel be at all affeCted witll our con
duCt, either good or bad; it feems to be improper to fay, 
that 11e can be pleafed or (lifpleafed witll our aCtiol1S, or 
tllat he hath any interefi at ftaI{e. Notllil1g, to be flIre, 
can be more weak and impotent, than the injuries offer
ed, or the afraults made upon him by created beings. As 
11is l1ature is \vithollt variablenefs or fbado\v of turlling, 
fo his happinefs is futh, as can neither be increaied nor 
impaired. _r\.nd yet, in this way, he himfelf had taught 
us to cot'lceive of the matter, that holirlefs is 110t 011ly an 
ilnitatiol1 of his cllaraCter, l)llt obe(iiellCe to llis \v ill; aIld 
its COTltrary a tranfgreffion of his law. r!'llefe have beell 
the ferltinlel1ts of all natio11S \vitllout excel)tiol1; anci af
ter the utmoH efforts we C.lri make to exempt him in our 
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n:iillls from all human paffions or affeQions, of joy, anger, 
or tliii,,1cafurc, '.ve Canl"lot help COllfi(lcriJlg it flill as proper 
to fa~1, fuel} a cOtlrfe of life is agreeall1e, all() fuell al.~thcr 
is uifl>leafiJlg to GO{}, an(l \\'il1 pro\Toke his \\9rath. 

J S 110t gratitude then a principle of aCtion tllat \l·i111,c 
powerful and operative? Mankind in general bear wit
nels to this, as they have agreecl in all ages to brand ill. 

gratitude with the blackell mark of infamy, and to reckon 
it among tIle nlofi atrociOllS of crimes. All(l inclee(l \~ge 
find by experience, that it is comparatively fironger, for 
the moll part, than the oppofite motives of f{lrce or fear. 
There is a fort of natural tendency in lnan to refill vio. 
lence and refufe fubmifiion to autllority, \vllilfi they Inay 
be won by favors, and melted to thankfulnefs and grati
tude by kinclnefs ancllove: at leafr, this may be applied 
perfeCtly to the prefeht cafe, ,vllere tIle bare out\\'ard per .. 
fornlance (\vhich Inay indeecl be the effeCt of fear) \~?i]lllot 
be accepted \vithout the inclirlation of the \\~ilJ. A flavinl 
dread both leiTens the degree and debafes the nature of that 
obedience we might elfay to perform. 1'his is an uni
verfa1 principle; and, in particular, while the Jaw of God 
ftands in its force and rigor, as a covenant of works, 
threatening death without hope of mercy againft every 
tranigreffion, it begets a defpondent floth, and at beft ferv'es 
Oll]Y to difcover our fill and mifery; nay, as the apoftle 
Pa.ul, ftrongly and juftly reafons, it renders our corrupt 
affeCtions more inflamed and violent by reftraint; "" "Nay, 
" I llacl not known fill, l)ut by the la\v; for I hacl 110t 

" known luft, except the law had {aid, l'hou fhalt not 
" covet," &c. 

But let us now complete this argument, by fhewing, 
that a believer in Chrifi: is under the firongeil obligations, 
from gratitude,· to do the will of God. And how many 
confiderations concur in fuewing this? 1'he unfpeakable 
greatnefs of the bleffings he receives, no lefs than deli. 
verance from everlafting mifery and anguifh, and a right 
to everlafting glory 'lnd happinefs.-The infinite and af. 
t~'fting condefcenfion of the great and glorious Give!", 

* Rom. "~iiI ";. 



68 An Essay on ]USlijiCQUOIl. 

\vho, in Inercy to tJlofe who cou](1 not profit hint at all, 
bit 011 the contrary, had highly provoked him, laid hc1p 
for them upon one who is mighty to fa.ve.-The afionifh
ing means employed in this defign, viz. God's" not fparing 
" even his own Son, but delivering him up for us all." 
'VeIl might the apoftle John fay, " • God SO )o\"ed the 
" world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whofo
" ever believeth in him, iholJld not perifh, but have ever
" lafiing life."-But, abo\re all, the fenfe \\,hich he hiln. 
JeJf hath of his mifery and wretchednefs. Nothing can 
be more dreadful than the apprehenfions which a con
vinced finner hath of his own llate: what, and how firong 
then mull his fenfe of gratitude be, to him who hath 
given his Son, and to him who has given himfelf, for the 
purchafe of his pardon? \Vith what eamellnefs will 
lle reek after, all(l \vith lvhat clleerfulnefs \\/ill he eln
brace every opportunity of teflifying his thankfulnefs ? 
'\till not the name of his Redeemer be precious, even, 
" as ointment poured fortll ?" his la\\rs delightful to him, 
and his honor dear ? 

It is proper to obferve here, that the lingle view of the 
bleffings of divine goodnefs, which mull have the ftrongeft 
influence in leading us to a grateful refentlnent of them, 
is peculiar to fuch as expeCl: jullification through the im
puted righteoufnefs of Chrifi; viz. their being of free un· 
Jnerited grace and mercy • For, though there are c1a1fes 
of Chriftians who pretend to difcb.im the belief of any 
Inerit in man, it would be no difficult matter to fhe\v, that 
there are none who do not, by their proferred princi pIes, 
or their ufual language, fuppofe it, excepting thofe def
cribe« in the beginning of this difcourfe. And fuch not 
only believe his mercy to be unmerited, but that they have 
juftly deferved his wrath and indignation, nay, and that 
they continually do fo, even in their heft fi.ate; their pureft 
and holieft aCtions ha.ving fuch fins attending them, or fuch 
a tnixture and alloy of unholillefs and iln}1Urity in thenl, 
as, if they were weighed in the exaCt balance of juftice, 
would he fufficient to procure their total rejeCtion • 

.. John iii. 16. 
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III how firong a light is this reprefcllted by the facred 
\\'rit--:rs; al1d hCJ\V po\\··erful docs its operation appear to 
be upon themfelves? They feem pellt;trated anti poJfell 
with a fenfe of the love of Chrill, and of God in him, as 
having finners for its objeCt. Thus the apotile Paul rea
fons: ~, For fcarcely for a righteous man \vill one die, )eet, 
" peradventure, for a gooJ Olafl fome \vould even dare to 
"die. But God COIllOlendctl, his )o_'e to\vards us, in tIlat 
" while we were yet finners Chrilr died tor us."· And 
agaill, " If \vhen we \¥ere ellenlies, \ve \\·ere reconciled to 
" God by the death of his Son. "t-\Vhat a fenfe of the 
IO\le of Chrift is difcollered by the t~·o folJo\ving paffa~es 
of the fame apoftle! u 'fhat Chrift may d\\rell in your 
", hearts by faith; tbat ye being rooted and grounded in 
" love, may be able to comprehend with aIJ faints, what is 
" the breadth and length, and depth, and Ileigllt; anll to 
" know the love of Chrift, which paffeth knowledge."':: 
The other is, " If any man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
" let bim be at;athema, Maranatha ;"/1 than which no
thing could more ftrongly exprefs his 0\\111 fenre of the 
obligatiQn. It deferves notice aUQ, that the infpired wri
ters do often reprefent it as one of the ftrongeft arguments 
a~inft fin, that it is a reproach and difhonor brought upon 
Qur Redeemer and Lord, " For mao}' \\'alk, of \\,hOID I 
" have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
" that they are enemies of the crofs of Chrift. ~i Seeing 
,~ tIley crucify to themfelves the Son of God afrefu, a:ld 
~, put him to all Op~tl fllar.le."·. 

I muft again here, as on a former branch of tIle [lIb. 
jett, obferve, TIlat, no doubt, fuch argum~nts as there, \\'iIl 
11ave little or no effect Ur~Qn thofe who ha\·e but an illl
perteat belief of them, \vhich it is to be feared, is tIle cafe 
with not a few wh.Q gQ. under the name of Chrifiian. But 
is it not very evlde.l1t, that they mull: have t!le firongelt 
imaginable influence up.Qn aU ruch as are aCtuated by a 
lively faith in the doB:rine Qf redempttQIl? They Inull fee 
themrelve$ in4e.b.te.d to the. undeferved mercy and lO\-'e of 

• Ronl. v. i, s. t Rom. v. 10. * Eph. iii. 17. 18, t~. 
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God for favors of infinite value, and thel-efore mutl cer
tainly endeavor to exprels tbeiT' gratitude by an entire con· 
fecration of their lives to their bellefa6or's fervice. 

1"his leads me to obferve in tilt: 6th md Ian plac~, 
That thofe who expca julli6cation by the imputed righte
ouf~rs of Urill, mull be poffeffed of 3. fi'p~me or ruper
btive )ov~ to God, which is not only the fource and princi
ple. but the very fU1)1 antI fubftance, nay, the peria.<tion of 
holineJi. ·fhat thofe who belie,-e in, and hope to be ac
cepted~ and fir.ally fa\'"ed, tbrough the imputed rigbteouf. 
nets of C.hrifl, mull be po[effed of ;\ fupreme love to God, 
appears from what bath ~n ~ready laid upon the fub
jett of gratitude.. Love is the mon POl-.-etful means of 
begetting lo~·e. "Thus fays the 3po11le John, " \V c have 
,~ knO\\~l alltl believed the Jove that Gotl bath unto us ; 
&. God is love."· And a little after, " '\·c love hinl be .. 
U caule he 6rft Joved us .. "t The in6nit~ and unfpeabble 
m~rcies \\·hich he h3th beftowed on us, u'ith 311 tIle circum
ftanres attending them, the meat.s antI nlanner of their 
COJ1\~eyance~ which have beel~ hinted at abo\-c, moo ne. 
ce[ariiy acite the 1l1oft :Ardent love in return, and every 
proper e1lpreflion of it.. ~fbis is their immediate and na· 
tural, nay, this is their necdfary and unavoitlilble effeB:. 
" For the love of Chrin cOllftrain~th us, becaufc \ve thus 
" judge, thtit if one died fot' aU, then \\"~re all dead; and 
" that be died for all, tllat they which live fhouJd not 
" henceforth live Ullto thC1l1f~lves, but llnto him which died 
" for thenl .. ilnd rcfc: again. "1 

If any {haJI thillk proper to affert, That fa,·ors beftowed 
are not to be confKlered as the true and formal callfes of 
love" but the excellence and amiable qualities of the ob
jeCt.. 1'hus~ for e~ample, filppofing any perron of a cha
ratter juftly hateful in itfelf, from C3price, felf-intereft or 
:loy other finifter motive, to bellow many lignal fatrors 
npon another, the beneficiary lnight receive and delight 
in the favors" without efteeming, nay, even \Vhen he could 
not ~fteenl the giver. If this is confidered as an objec
tion asainft what I ha,-e juU now {aid, and the conclu-
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fivenefs of the argument to be founded upon it; I offer 
the two followinl anfwers to it. Ifl, That in the ac
count given in Scripture of the redemption of the world 
by the fubftitution of a Savil)ur, and the jullification of 
fi'lllers b}· the in'lpllte(l rigllteoufilef:a of Cllrifi, tllere is the 
briglltcfl tlilplay of all the divine perfeCtions. The al
mighty 11Ower, the unfearchable wifdom, the bounulefs 
goodnets, the inflexible juflice, and inviolable truth of 
God, {biue in this great defign, with united fplendor. 
Every attribute, that can in reafon claim our \"elleration 
and elleem, as wdl as our thankfulnefs and gratitude, is 
here to be feen. I-:ven the perfeaions of jullice and 
mercy (which I u'ill not call jarring attributes, as fome 
too harfhly do, but) which feem to refirain and linlit each 
other in their exercife, are jointl)· illufirated, atld fhine 
nlore hrigIltly by their union, thall the}' could llave done 
f(!parate1y; and, at the fame time, tbe purity and holi
nefs of the Di\-ine Nature, vt~llich is the fum of them al), 
is deeply imprdled upon the mind. So that here is eve. 
'Y thillg that can produce love; \\1orth and excellence to 
merit it, love an(l kindnefs to excite and raife it. F rOl11 

this it evidently appears, that he \\7ho belie\'es in the im
puted rigbteoufllefs of Chrift, mull have a fuperlative love 
of God. 

But 2dly, Left it fuould be faid, that many have not 
this view of the doCtrine in queftion, as honorable to God, 
and reprefe'l-'ng hiln in an amiable light, but the contra
ry; I obferve, that there mull have been a difcovery of 
the glory of God, as 1hining in this plan of falvation, to 
all who cordially embrace it. Nothing elfe could induce 
tllem to do fOe If its enemies do not fee this, and tllere .. 
tore ret themfelves agaillfi it; this confirms the different 
and honorable fentiments entertained by its friends; fo 
that even fuppofing (what we will never grant) that this 
view of the amiablenefs of the Divine Nature, as repre
fented in the gofpel, were not well founded; yet, doubt. 
lefs it is the view of thofe " who count aU things but lois 
" for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriil,". and 
glory in nothing but his crofs. 
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Tbe truth is. notwithftantiing any cavilling objeClion s 
that may be raiCed againR: it, many favors received hy one 
to whom they are abfo)utely necefTary, and by \vhom they 
are infinitely prized, muft naturally and neceffarily pro. 
duce love. rrhis wiH be n:ckoned a firft principle, by 
every unprejudic~d mind; and it is always fuppofed in 
the Holy Scriptures, \\"here the faints are reprelented as 
under the habitual and powerful impreffion of love to God, 
for his lo\re to them nlanifefied in their redemption. 
Thus fays the apoflle Paul, " For I am perfuaded that nei. 
" ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
" powers, nor things prerent, nor things to come, nor 
" heighth, nor del~th, nor any creatllre, fhaJ] be able to 
" feparate us from the love of God, which is in Chrift 
" Jefus our Lord." 

Now, is there any thing more neceffary to {how. that 
t!lofe ",ho belie~ antI truft in the inlputed rightesufnefs 
of Cllrifl muit be ho!}~ in their li,res, than their being un· 
der the influence of a fupreme love to God? J s not this 
the firfi: and great commandment of the law, '~Thou fhttlt 
" ]o\·e the Lord thy God, \\?ith all thy lleart .. and "'ith all 

J J 

" thy fOllI, and \\'ith all tllY mind ?". Is not this a never~ 
failing fouree of univerfal obedience? as they love God, 
\\rill they not Jove their breulren alfo: the veT}' "Torft of 
men, becaufe they are the creatures of God? and the 
righteous more efpeciaIly, becaufe they are his faints, his 
chofen ones? Can they love God fu premely, and yet vo
luntarily difpleafe him, breaking his commandments, or 
refining his defigns? "Ve know that love hath a quite dif. • 
ferent effeCt, in every other and illferior inftance, endear. 
ing to us every thing related to the perfon who poffeffes 
our efteem and affeCtion; 110W then can it be fllppofed 10 
prepofierous in this fingle cafe, when it is fixed on the 
greaten and the heft of objeCls? 

It is a receivecl maxim, That there can be no true Jove 
\\

1there there 1S not fome likenefs and conformity of nature 
aTld clifl1ofition to tIle ohjeCt belovecl, and an eruleavor 
after nl0re.. AncI tll!S i3 a nlaxim that will in 110 cate 
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hold more infaUib!y, than in moral fl1bje8s. It is impor. 
fible that we can love purity, if ourfelves are impuTe; nay, 
it is e\gen impoffible tllat \Ve can underHand it. ·fhough 
an unholy perron may have a very penetrating genius and 
capacity, may think acutely, and perhaps reafon juftly 
upon many, or moft of the natura) attributes of G()(), lIe 
can neither perceive nor admire his moral exce)Jel1c~. 
1 nRead of perceiving the glory of God as infinitely holy" 
he hates, and fets himfelf to oppofe this part of his cha
rafler, or to fubfiitute fomething quite different in its 

om. • Or, if we can fuppofe him able, or from 3nr 
particular reafon inclined, to tell the truth, as to ,\:hat G~i 
is, 11e can never difceni ~r feel his glory or beaut)- in he· 
ing ruch. For why, he himfe1f is unholy: that is to fay, 
in other words he fupremely lo\~es, and bath his af. 
feCtions habitually fixed, upon fomething that is not God, 
fomething that is contrary to God's nature, and a breach 
of his law. 

Let us continue to refleCl: a few moments llpoil this 
fubje8:, which is of great importance, varying a little the 
light in which it is viewed. J...et us confider \\·hat is meant 
by a fupreme and fuperlative Jove to God. Thefe "'oms 
mull have a meaning. It is not a fupreme love of a cer. 
tain nature, or perfon, called God, whom no man hath 
feen, and of whom \ve knO\V no more but the name. In 
this cafe the old maxim would hold, " Ignoti nulla 
., cupido ;" there can he no affection, of either Jove or 
hatred, towards an objeCl: wholly unknown. A fupremc 

• love of God therefore, were it really bath place in auy 

• This lS the true reafon ,vhy many fo wamlly oppnfe God's vi.,
diltive juftice, and that in the face of many awful e:xamples cf it. 
even in the prefent partial and ilu~rfe8 dif~nfation. ·J'hat th~;~ 
are tnany m~.rks of G~d's dirpl~"fllre againft fin, t'\-en in that part nf 
his gO\·erllH1~nt ,vhich is at prelent fubje8ed to our \:i~\v, 3,\(1 aJfo 
difiind warnings of a flriCter reckoning to come, I fhould think, Jnight 
lie, to an illl?artial perron, pan al) doubt; and yet, this ii derided ann 
denied by nlan}y, merelr bec~ure they (;an n~ver think th!t a ptrfec
tion in the Divine Nature, fnr whir.h they have no lovt or e:leem iI, 
their OW!l hearts. All \yho love God, the!l lUUn be like hiln; .nd 
even thole ,\'ho will not be '\vhat I.e .-tally is, are aJ\vays firongly i'1-
clined, at IfDan~ to fuppo:e bi~ll \\,blt they th~rnlclves are. 



lart, muR mean the Jove of a cbarafier in (ome mtafure 
mtderftood, though not fully eomP1!heildcd.. 1 n fhort, 
according to the Scripture~ it is a fupreme love of the 
tOmce :lnd pattern of moral excellence, ofa being of in
finite holi~ls ~nd purity, \\-ith v hom ,. evil callnot d\\-cll.'~ 
)s IlOt this, ill tfllth and re2lit .. , the love of holinefs itfelf, 
dle fupreme love of it? Ca' we love hoJinefs then .. and 
110t af)'ire after it: call l )o,-c it all() .lot £ndeavor 
to pra.tliic it : nay, can we , • ve it, and not poffefs it ? can 
1\'e lo"e holin.:fs ttlprenlely, and live in tin habitually? 
it is the groffdl contratlifliuu, the lnoft ahlollite impofli
hility. 1PI~!lere is tilen a dirunetrical oppoJition hetweell 
the lo~e cfGvd, and the fervice of fi~. "fo fuppore them 
t~lfillent, would be fuppofing., tbat the tendency of the 
j~rt all(l aff~aions lllight be oppofite to the cOllrle of the 
lite, or fupremdy fixed upon two things mutually defirue
ti,;e to each other; on the contrary., cur Saviour juftJy 
afinn~ that " no n13n can fer\'e t\VO Inatlers; for either 
&t he ,viII hate the one, an(l love the other; or die he v."iJl 
~l holll to the one~ and defllife the other. Y e cannot ferve 
" Goel and mamnlon. ". 

Once mote, Is not the love of God, I mean~ the fil
preme love of God .. plttirdy what is meant by holinefs ? 
It is not ollly an evidellce of it, llot only a fouTee of it, not 
only an ilnportallt bf311CJ1, but the rUIn .nd perfection of 
it. tor \\-hat is fin in the beart, of which all e,:il actions 
are but tbe fruits and exprellions .. and from which they de
rive their malignity and contrariety to tIle diville ,viII? 
Is it not the lo\·e and purfuit oi inferior obj~as on their 
own aCCOllnt, allcI gi~illg thelll that place in Ollr affe8ions 
,\~hic:l is due onl)~ to God ? All fins of Wlli&tever kinll, 
may be eafily reduced to this, and fhown to be nothing 
eUe, hut the alienation and efirangement of our heart and 
affeCtions tront Goo, to \\?hom aJolle tllev are (tue: \vhich .-
t~ far as it pre\'ails, necelf"rily occafions a miiapplication 
or e\pery faculty of our minds., and of every nlember of 
o,)r bodies, and tlltlS a l-ebellion of the ,,:hole mao. But 
whoever lo'ies God above aU, and piaces his chief happi
nets and delight in him, is tnlly holy; not only will be 
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fo as the effe.9-, but rellly is fo, by the poffeffion of thl'i dif. 
polition. In proportion as this lo"c is increaico and 
lircl1gthened, his fanCtification is carried on; and \\~Ilen 
it is complete and trillmphaIlt, entireJ}p free frolll tIle nlix
ture of any baler paffion, he is perfeCt: in holinets. 

it may probably occur to fome rea<iers, that lhis rea· 
foning will not accord \vitll the aCCOllnts gi\·ell by mallY 
nlooems of the Ilature (\nll foundation of \9irtue. SOlne 
found it upon the prefent prevailing tendency of our own 
difpofitions, and make it point direclly and immediately 
at our 0\\ n happinefs; others found it upon our connec· 
tions with our teIlo\\' .. cre,ltures in this fiate, ancl make it 
c~nfift il. hellevolence of heart, and beneficence of aaion ; 
others again, ,,:ho approach nearer the trutl" but witllout 
precifiun, Rile it an aCting towards ever objeCt, according 
to reafon :!.nd the nature of things. Upon any of tbt·fe 
fcheJI1e~, tIle conlle8:ion, or rather CoillCitlence, al)o\·e al
ledged bet\\ieell the Jove of Go<l antI ,'irtue, or moral ex
cellence, does not fo clearly appear. This indeed ieems 
to me the great defea of thefe aCC01.1nts of the natllre an(\ 
foundation of virtue, that they keep onr relation and obli .. 
gations to God at a d:nallce at leafl, alld much out of \Tic\v. 
But as this is the firfl coolmandment of the la\v \\phich 
Gotl hath revea!e(l to lnan for 11is obe(lience, " rj'}lOU 

" fhalt love the ~onl \villl all thy lleart, \vitil all tllY 
" ftrength, antI \vith all thy lnind." So l!POll a fair at)c! 
jufl: examination, the fupreme love of G<xl \\:ill be fOlltl(} 

the IllOfi: confiftent alld rational account of the l1ature of 
virtue, and the true fource from "9hich all other virtues, 
that are not fpurious, mufi take their rife, and from which 
they derive their force and obligation: it is fOUl1tle(1 not 
o'll}~ upon the relation of creatures to tlleir Creator, but 
OIl the inherellt excellence of tIle Diville Nature. f"or 
fuppofin~ (what will fcarcely be denied) that God may be 
at all the objeCt of our efieem and love, it is ph,in, that 
we oug!lt to have the highefl: efieem for th!! highefi excel. 
lence, a fUf.,reme love for ,~·llat is illfillitely anliable ; and 
if our affeCtions do in any Ineafure prefer what is lefs to 
\\'hat is more \Torthy, they muft be, in tllat proportiQl1, 
wrong and mifplaced~ 
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As to f\)ffie of the pbrafes (for they are no more) which 
come into repute together, or in fucceffion one after anQa 
ther, to exprefs the rife and foundation of virtue, ruch as a 
fenre of beauty, of harmony, of order and proportion: this 
is no explication of the matter at all; it is only transfer
rillg the language ufed with reipecl to fenfillie objeCl:s, to 
ethics or morality, in which it mufi: be underftood figur.l-
ti\1el}r. 1'hat there is fome analogy between tllofe fu~)-
je8s and morality, may be eafily conferred; but there are 
tew different fubjeCl:s in nature, between which as ftron.g, 
or a Ilronger anal"gy may ~ It be traced. For examp~ie, 
ho\v cafy would it be to reduce all notions of moraliTY, 
nay, indeed all notions of beauty in paintirlg, or harmorlY 
in mufic, to truth and reality, in oppofition to falfllood ? 
"Vollallon's Religion of Nature Delineated is an example 
of this, in which he refolves the lnorality, or immorali.ty, 
of every aCtion, into the truth or fallhood of a propofitio:>n. 
And, whoever reads the book will, I dare fay, be fenfihle, 
1.hat it is juft as natural and proper, as a celtain nob1e ,tu
thor's rhapfodies upon beauty and harmony. In thort. it 
were eafy to {hew, that none of the accounts given of the 
nature of virtue, ha\'"e allY mearling, truth or for~~ in 
them, but fo far as they are founded upon, or coincident 
with, that which I have above given from the word of 
God.~ 

• "l"here is one late \vriter, David Hunle, Erq. ,\"h~, it mufi be con
ferred, hath excelled all that ,vent befole hilD i,n. an extraordinary ac
Gount of the nature of virtue. I have taken no notice above of his 
principles, jf they Inay be call~d to, becau[c I think both hill} 3fld thenl 
\vorthy of the highefi conlelnpt; and would have ditaained to have 
made ll1entio!l. of his name, but that it affords ~e an oppt)rtunitf of ex
preffing my fenfe of the \\yrong Ineafures t~.ken by many \vorthy a!ld 
able luen, v-'ho, in fermons aud other dilcourfes, give grave and ferious 
anl\vers to his \vritings. As to hi!nfelf, that tnan nlufi be beyond the 
reach of cOllviCtion by reafoning, who is capable of fuch an infult upon 
reaCon it.ielf, and human nature, as to rank a!l natural ad,,'antages, 1l1en
tal and corporeal, atnong the virtues, and their contraries among the 
vices. 'l'hus he hath exp.refsly llan1cJ wit, genius, health, cleanlinefs, 
taper legs, and broad (boulders, among his virtues; difeafes he &lfo 
makes vices; and confifi:elltJy eaottgh, indeed, takes notice of the in
te~.ious nature of fome difeafes, which, I fllppofe, he reckons a~l ag
,ra\'ation of the crime. And, as to maukiHu iu general, if they \vere 
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Thus I have fho\'~n. that thofe WllO believe the dGarine .. . 
of imputed righteoufnefs mufi be moR holy in their Jives; 
that tile obligations to obedience are not we3.kened, but 
ftrengthened .and confirmed by it. This any impartial 
perfon may be convinced ot: who will reflect, that it is 
harttly poffible to conceive an obligation to dut}'", of any 
kind, \vllich n1ay not be reduced to one or other of thofe 
abo\?e .. nanled: and if I am 110t mifiaken, nOlle of them 
can operate fo firongly upon any other icheme, as that 
which is here efpoufed, and which is fo evidently founded 
on the Scriptures oftrutll. 

'l'llere is, however, Olle getleral confi(lerati( .'" \Vllicll it 
would be wrong to omit, in {hewing the friendl}' influence 
of this doCtril1e llpon holinefs of life, althougll it doth, not 
fo properly fall under the notion of a diretl: obligation; 
that is, the great encouragelnellt given ill it to the fluuy 
of purity and holinefs by the profpett of [uecefs. Defpair 
of fuecefs cuts the finews of diligence in every enterprize. 
And particularly upon the fllbject of religioll, notIling 
Inore effectually enervates our refolutions, and leads to a 
fullen, defpondent negleCt of duty, tllan an opinion tllat 
we .thall not fucceed "in attempting it, or 1ball not be ac
cepted in our endeavors after it, or our itnperfeCt attain-

at that pars as to need a refutation of fuch nonfeBfe, as \vell as impie
ty, it would be in vain to reafoll \\'ith them at all. If I \\'ere to Cj~tl
t;'ive an anf\ver to th:s \vriter, it \vonld be a vifible, inflead of a legible 
an{\v~r: it \vouldbe ~o eln::;,lo}" a painter to rnake a portrait of hilll 
froID the Jife; to encol11pals hilD \vith a few hieroglyphics, \vhich it 
,v<luld Ilot be ditlicult to deviie; to infcribe upon his breaH there words, 
HE.~L·rH, CLE4\'NLIN]~SS, and BROi\.D SHOULDERS; a~~d 
put th~ f\JU~),ving fentence in his mouth, \vhich he hath adopted frolll 
a French author, " FE~/IA LE INFIDI~LI'I"Y \vhen it is kn-:J\\'ll is a 

" fnlall nlatt~r, and when it is not known, is nothing." ·l'his \\'oulci be 
very pt·oper \vhen applied to his \vritings, \vho, as wc:lI as hii friend and 
coadjutor \vith()ut a nalne, tnakes " our mofl inlportant re'.lonitlg~ up .. 
" on m?ny fubjetls to re{~ ultilnately upon i(;nfe and fteling. U It i$ 
probable fome over delicate perfons \vill think this is not treating hilll 
",ith f'ufficient decency; but till there be a pian, agr~ed upon, of the 
meaful'es of decency dtle f.-om infidels to Cbrinians, and from Chrifiians 
t() infidels, \vhether he does not delel ve far ,vorfe treatment from anr 
'h·ho believes the gOlpel, I leave to the judgment of th(Jfe '\ he' '\' ill 
lead his wribjng£. 
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mcnts in it. But the dOCtrine of juflification hy the free 
~race of God, " through the redemption that is in Chrift 
Jeflls," gh'es the greaten encouragement to all woo will 
return to tlleir duty. This encouragement naturally di .. 
vi(les itfelf into t\ro branches: Ill, rrlle fure hope of ac
ceptance through Chrifi. 2dly, The powerful and effec
tual aid provided for thetn in the Holy Spirit, which he 
hath purchafed, and bellows for their fanctification. 

Ifr, The filre hope of acceptance through Chrift Jefus. 
Although fin hath gre~\tly blindecl the mincls of mell, tllerc 
is nill 10 ollle}l of" tIle work of tIle la\v \\!ritten ill their 
hearts," as muft make thenl lenfible that in mat:ly things 
they off~nd, and mnO: give them ground of folicitude and 
fear, while they expeCt to be jultified by their own nlerits. 
Accordingly we find, that except the groJfeft and holdeR 
irlfidels, of \\-hic)l fort this age has furni1hed fome ex
aIl1ples,. an c!a1fes of men contefs themfelves guilty of 
nlany fin; . faults, or tailings; fome expreffing themfelves 
in a tlronger, atl(l fOIlle ill a [ofter fti Ie, according to the 
greater or letTer degree of the depravation of natural con
fciel1ce. If there is allY mta11ing then ill there \vords, 
they mull be liable to the difpleafure of God in fome re· 
[peds, fOlo which they cannot themfelves atone; and muft 
therefore labor under, at leaa, much uncertainty, as to their 
acceptance. This muft weaken their hands, and ilacken 
their diligence, in an attempt fo precarious in its Hfue. 

Perhaps fome may filY., that this is only levelled againfi 
t110fe ","110 llellY all fatisfaction, or all ufe of the merit of 
Chrifi, but not againfi thofe who expect to be juftified by 
their 0"·11 merit 10 tar as it goes, an(l truft in their Saviour 
for lnrlkillg tIl) \\'"11at is \\'al1tillg in thelufelves. But of 
fuch I would aik, 110W they :Chall be t:1tisfied, that they 
have gone as far with their own merit as is requifite, if 
there is any {trefs to be laid upon it at all? 'Vill they fay. 
(\s fome fooliihly do, that they do all in their power, and 

* \iide E!Ta}?s on the principles of morality and na~ural religion. 
1'htfe effc'ys conclud~ \yith an addrefs to the Supreme Being \\'hich 
contains the follo\ving ,,'ords; " \Vhat mortRis term Gn, thou pru
" llOU llcefi to be only errDr; for 1110ral evil vanilhc.?, in Lome meaiure, 
" frclll bef\)re thy nlore pe rft"\ {igllt.'· 



A'J EssQ)' on JuslijcJtiQn. i9 

trull in Chrifi: for fupplying what may be flill deficient? 
If they dare refolutely fiand to this plea at the lall day, 
\vhen God filall judge the fecrets of all Ilearts, thlt they 
have done all in their po\ver, there is really notJling \\--ant· 
ing to them; the:- l1ee(1110 Saviour, tIle}' ncelll10 partIOll. 
But this is ,,-hat 110 Dlere nlan tllat e\·er Ji\9CU can 1:1V \\-itll .. 
truth. So tllat UpOll any fcheloe, but an entire feJiallce 
on the merits of Chrift for jullification before God, there 
muft fiiiJ be a dreadful llRcertainty1 inCOtlfifient ~·ith L'lat 
liberal al1d ingenu()us freedolD ",ith \vhicll tile ('Ilildren of 
God love and ferve him. Thele. firon~ly penetrated 
\vitll a fenfe of(luty and obligatio11, deelll)· IlulllbJcu 1.111l!Cr 
a fenre of fin, and relling on the perfett atonelnent lllacle 
b\~ their Sa\9iour an(l fullflitute, fen'e Ilinl \vith alacrity and 
p1eafure, wearing the bonds of lo\·e. And knowiIlg the 
\\peaknefs of their beft fervices \V11iJe here, t!le~· long for 
that bleffed time when they fhall be made perf~alJ' 11Oly, 
allu yet iliall forever aCkllO\vle(lge thelllfelvcs intlebted, 
for their place in heaven, and their continuance there, to 
the grace of God, al1d tIle love of their Relleelner. 

TIle other branch of the ellcouragelnent \Vllich beli~ ... 
,rers in Chrift have to diligence in duty, is the promife of 
the Holy Spirit to lead them into all truth, and guide thenl 
to all duty. This promiie is exprefsly made to belie\'ers\ 
and their feed after them, in every a~e ~f t:le churel:, to 

- -* 

the end of the world. Thus fays the apofiJe Peter, 
" And ye fuali receive the gift of the Holy Ghofi; for tile 
" promife is to }~OU, anti to your childrell, alld to all that 
" are afar off, even as nlanv as the Lord our God ihail ., 
" caIJ. ",. And it is to this plentiful effufion of the fpirit~ 
that the prophets afcribe the purity and profperity of the 
church in the latter days. h For I will pour water upon 
" him that is thirfiy, and floods upon the dry ground: I 
" will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing upon 
"thine offspringt and they {hall [pring up as atnong the 
" grafs, as willows by the water-courfes. "t 

I am fenfible, that the nature and form of the argument 
doth not permit me at once to fuppofe the truth of this, 

• An·· 8 
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and to make tlfe of tM- dirett agency and ~atlll f'perl
tion of tl.~ Cpirit of C.I to prove the holi~fs of faints
Bllt it may be Q61~ made appear, th~t the belief and peT
fuafion of this muil have t~ ftron~n influence in anima. 
ting thetr own endeavors.. \\·hat mote proper for fncb a 
purpo~ than the belief of an almighty aid~ c~ainly to he 
exerted in their behalf? Moll not this invigorate then
powers, and preferve them froln finking th~ fear of 
the num~r anti tbength of the\:' adverfaries ? Nothing but 
ignorance of themf~lves can make them boafl of their 
own Il~n~h- "fhe ~flllt of experience in the Rudy of 
hclinefs, muft be. humbling COI\\-iflion of t~ (nrce of 
tempbtion, and firen~th of pafIion on t~ one hand, and 
the \v~knefs and teeblenefs ofhum~n ~3fon and refolu
ti«ln on the other. ll'lft it not then be ofta'le ~~3teft ad
V3ilbge to be!ie~ to be under an l.ah;tual p;rfuafion of 
the 1)I~fence an.i opt!r~tinn of the Spirit of Goti~ to Canai. 
Jy them ",-holly ? \\~itho'lt this the attempt woold be al
t06~ther vain; but this rna kes the exhortation come wit~ 
ret-:uli~r force and energ}lt, t' 'Vork Ot.t you~ 0'"' falvati
~~ on with b and trembling; tOr it is God that '\~OrketJl 
~ ill yoo both to ~i"ill and to do of his good pleaf!lte-~,. 

It will be a fupport to the ~fen.t argtl~nt to obfeiY~, 
that lOme fenfe of'the weaknefs of htlman nature, and its 
incqua6ty to any thing aT'doous and difficult. kems to 
have been pretty univerfal in ev~'Y COOlltty and in eve· 
'Y age of the "W'lrld. Thus among the ancient HeatMns, 
of whom we have the fuUeft account" aU gttat entnprizes 
we~ fllppofed to be undertaken at the inftigation, and ex
ecuted by t.he ailifiance of rome fuperior powe!". Their po
etsalways g.ve Ollt, thatthemlelveswere infpired, and ~ir 
hero dire8ed by ft>me deity ; and modems. ge~rany f~p
pore, that the v~ry imagination of tbis had no {mall inftu. 
ence on the fllCcefs of the attempt. The interpofrtion of 
(leili~ ~ indeed, (0 remarkable in tile moll etninent an
cient poets~ that it has been reckOl.ed a branch of their art, 
difiinguifhed hy a particular name, catlm the machinery, 
and is now iu~pat"ab)y joined, at ~aft to one rpeci~s of 
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poetry. Nay, it was a pretty general belief among fome 
nations, that e\"ery particular perfola had an angel, fpirit 
0. gt.-nius, to whofe care he was cOIllDlitted, who affified 
him in difficulty .. and protetled him in danger. D()(·s not 
all tl.is then evidcl1tly prove, that a pcriliafioll of fUl)er~or 
Ell !1luft lli\-e the mofi happ}- illfillellce 011 our a~ti\·it~' 
and ,iiHgefice in duty, and our progrefs in holinds? Doth 
it not make it reafonable to expeCt, that tllofe \VllO trill! 
to n\)thing better t)lan their oy:n ftren~l11~ ,\'iiI be propor
tionably low in their attempts, and deficient in their ft!C'. 
cefs; bt.t that thofe whofe ey-es are fixtll lor dircC\.ioll 
upon God, atlti \\tho live in a CO!ltillual dept:ndt:llce on lli~ 
gnc~, win become truly partakers of a divine nature? 

Now, is not tllis the difiillguifllillg charaat;rifiic ofllle 
tch~l.le of redelnptiol1 1)y free grace, that it ~i\'es Itfs to 
nlan alll~ nlore to God, than any otller plan? It feelDs ill

deetl particularly to poillt at this very defign in every part 
of it, to abafe the pride of man, and to exalt the grace ot' 
God.. Self.denial is the iirft condition of the gofpel, and a 
renunciation of all felf-dependence is the leffon continued 
through the lvhole. "Sureiy in the Lord have I righte. 
" oufllefs and firength," may be called the motto of every 
Chrifiian~ is a fliort and comprchenfive fllmmary of his 
f~th, and the great foundation of his hope and truft. .As 
then it has been ihewn, that he is habituall), inclined ~o 
obedience, with ",hat alacrity and vigor \"ill he applj~ 
himfelf to his duty', fince he believes that Almighty power 
is contlantly engaged in his behalf; and that however un· 
able he nlay lle of hinlfeJf~ for any tIling that is good, }yct 

a thorough and effeau~l change \viII be wrought in 11; nl 

by diville po'\'er? \\!Jlat a firolnefs and fortitufle nlll'l be 
infpired by the following pafiage of the prophet Ifaiah, 
and other promifes in the fame firain? "Haft thou not 
"known, haft tllOU not heard, tllat the ever!aflitlg" G()(1, 
" the Creator of the ends of tIle earth, failltetll not, neither 
" is weary? There is no fearching of his underfianding. 
" He giveth power to the faint: and to thenl that have no 
" might he increafeth firength. Even the youths fhall 
" faint and be weary, and the young men {hall utterly fall . 
.. , Eut they that wait on the Lord fhall renew their firength; 
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" they {han mount up with wings as eagles; they thaJl 
" rl1n ao(1 not be \\~eaI17, they fhall \valk .and not faint. "'-

But no\\·, perhaps, after all the a(l,rantages of this doc. 
triJle, pointed out in tl1e prccedillg (lifcourfe, fome \lIill be 
really to afk llle, if it call110t poffibl.v lle illplied to the en· 
COllragemellt ofillll'iet)', or lerve to fotler a fupine Hoth 
and negligr·ncc? To this I am ready toanfwer, By fome 
who profd3 it, it may; but by thore who really believe it, 
it ne\~er call. r!'llcre is no part of the wor(I, or proviclence 
of God, that Ina~· not be, or that hath not frequently in 
fact been, abllfed to bat} purpofes, by \vicke(llnen lll)(ler 

tlle (lomillion of their lulls. But, in oTcler to remo\'e 
anlbi~llil}T, it is proper to oblerve, tha~ \vherever there is 
a national profefiioIl of any religious principles, t}lerc 
lTlllfl be man}' \\?}lO are not believers, in any other fenie 
ti13n that tlle,~ ba\7e been accufiomeu to hear fuch and ftlcll 

"'" things afferted, have never enquired into nor doubted, 
fcldom even thought of them, and fo do not difbelieve 
tllem. But there is a g!eat differellce between fuch a tra
ditionary belief as nlay produce a cufiomary profeffion, 
and fuch a real and inward pcrfuafion as wiIJ change the 
beart, and influence the praCtice. That there may be 
fame of the firil jort of believers in the doCtrine of impu .. 
teti righteoufnels, '\1-110 ~\re Ilot 1101y, QT perllaps abufe it, 
ill underfiood, to unllolillCfs, I alll willing to allo\v; but 
that all tllofe ,,~110 l)elie\~e it tIrOll real and perfollal con ... 
viCtioll, mun be nlofi: confcielltious in tIle practice of 
every lnoral duty, I hope hath been clearly made appear 
ill tIle prececling l)ages. 

rI'he above is all that was firO: intended, in the profecu. 
tiOll of tllis argtlnltl1t: htlt, l)erhaps., it wilillot be inlpro
per before difilliffill~ tIle flll1jCcr, to nlake a few reflections 
llpon the reception \\"i1icll it llatll Inet \vitI), ant-I IllUfl flill 
expeCt to meet \vith in the \\·orld; upon its il111)ortatlCe 
and proper application. . 

It is '7ery certain, being lleitl1er d.elliecl b}T frien(ls nor 
eneolies, tilat tl1is (!ottrille Ilatll, ill all ages, llot only beel1 
attacked with the weapons of human \\iftlom, but gene. 

;'. I r ... , ... 8 '" .~ .. , .\,. .. -- -- . 
..... J 



·:1Il £SStl\1 f)!l 'lilsii/i,,·u.t
• ~~ •• :. 

~ J WI 

I 
tkUy alfo loaded with much reproach :111\1 COn!t:l~':lt. AI'. 
ter, t11erefore, it hatll been fa far dcfcn(lc{l, ~s In3}- ta
tist}· e'-e1)· impartial mine), allli its illtiucnce tlpon l)fitC .. 

tice demonfiratetl, I obJer,"c, tClat \vhate\·'cr ilnpreffiotl 
this faft may make upon others, it feem~ to me no 1inlU 
confirmation of its truth as coming from Goo, tllat it is 
contrary to the fpirit of the world. ~rhis is both agrc~3· 
hIe to fcripture and to found reafon. The do..:lriut: of 
" Chrifi crucified," the apoftle Paul tells us, " was to the 
,\ Je\,,·s a fillnlbling block, alld to the Greeks tOolifhneis." • 
_And, fj1eaking of the effect of the publica~ion of this doc
trine, he fays, "Y e fee your calling hrethren, how that 
" Ilot many wife men after tIle fleal, 110t many Ini~}lt:·, 
" not many noble are calleu. But God hatb chofen the 
" foolifh things of the world to confound the wiie; and 
C( G()(lilath chofen the weak things of' tile ,,'orld to COil. 

" found the things \\1rhich are migllty; alllillafc thil1gS of 
"the \vorld, ancl things \vhich are (lefj)ife(l, flati! Go..J 
" chofen, yea, and things \\:hich are not, to brill~ tel 

" nOllght things that are."t This we are not to under
fiand, as if the apofUe yielded, that the gnfpd WlS nul 
agreeable to true \vifdom, or that the proper anlilegitillll!~ 
ufe of human vliiaom \\·ould 110t lea{l liS to embr;lce :t : 
but it contains a flrong intinlation of a truth not COflllllOl1. 

Iy attended to, that great natural abilities have prt:tt:: 
much the fame influence on the moral charaCter with gre~l.~ 
wealth or temporal profperity. l'heyare both apt to in
toxicate the mind, al1d lead to pritle, arro~allt:e, all(i 
felf-conceit: and perhaps intellectual pride is as great all 

obftruCl:ion to the difcovery of truth, as any bold ditllor..ti
on \llhatfoever. ~.,. e are alfo taught, t!1at God or\..lcre~1 al1~t 
(lifpofed of things in this nlanller, for tIle \\"ife Cflds of Ill~ 
providence, for tile iubjeClion of the arrogarlce an,-! ~)oaftcJ 
witaom of men; or in the words of the lpofUe, '" Th=tt 
" no Belli 1hould glory in his prefence." "file reception 
then which this doCtrine ufually meets with, fuould be fo 
far from remaining as a prejudice or objeCtion againll it~ 
truth or utility, that, on the contrary, it 1hould contr~ 

* C · . I vr. t. l3. 



bute to ratisf)~ ,.~ thDt it is tIle real :tnd genuil\e J06rirlC 
of Chrill, fillCC it m~ts ,,"ith the !;"n~ fort of OI~I)()fition~ 
alki from t~ fame qu~ner, with \\'hi~h this " .... !os CllCOUI1· 

l~ml at it:\ firlt PlibJic,lliOil • 
.. -\nd indeetl, bt:fKles tiltS e~at:l cornfpotlllcllCe bet,,-ec:n 

tbe e~ent~ and whittt 6c Suiptun: gives us ~3lon to ex
pea" as to the n-cept:->u 01 the go:i~1 ~n the world, I ap
Jnhend it ought to be a ~~nl·r .. i l)n·j\~lice in i~vur of its 
truth, conftderin~ the ori~""3i it l'l-.ill's.. that it doth IlOt C;lrl)' 
011 it any of the marks 01' h~I'lCill "",{(loan. It f~ms to lie 
(if I may fo fpeak) tluite eut of the Wily of hbm,\n 'Ina)!i. 
natiOll L"ld contrivant.e~ and is diilmetric~ll)· oppoiite ill its 
whole tendency, to the .noft prevaHing human inciin;ltloU,. 
viz. felf..dleem, ~ and v~in.glory.. ·fhis indc:cd is tbe 
true reafon ,,·hy this doctrine is fo unacceptable to the 
""orkl,, efpttialtv the a.nbitious p;trt of it, that it is direaly 
levelled againft their t:on'tlpt aUe\:tiO!lS.. !t gives a view 
of the holinds. purity and jufike of G,)\.i. u"hich is intole
rable (0 aU thofe who 31"e not wiUing to bre;lk their k3gue 
,,~ith fin &ild vanity. ~-\nd \\·llCn it is truly \;\)nlpli~l \\~itJl, 
it Ilot oilly di,'on:es Olell honl their 'orlner altacilRlent to 
Jin and Jeur"",lity, but will not f ... ticr them to glory, c'-en 
ill their Ile\V charll~~ltr.. All \\"ilu lill)I,)it llllf~igile\.!ly ttl 

the gofpel, both fut:1 all(1 cOII!~fs thellali:I\'es wl}oiJ~~ illt!dlt
ell fOr lorglvenefs and acttpt3.1lce, !or their prefent holi~ 
nefs and their future happinds, to the free, llnmt"ritoo 
gnce of God. How bani iuc!l a f~cri6cc is, IlOlle C:lIl 

ccncc;il'1! who have net 'ullle acquaint~nce wi~h vital, ex
pe,~illlental n:ligion. No\,·, ,,'h:lt is th~ DlOfl natur~l ill

ference from this ~ Is it llot, that \\-e have 110t tile fillal !c:l 
~aion to fur~~l: this dOClrille to be a " cUllningl)· Jt:\-ife<l 
f~ble," but D1BY relt afi'tlr~d~ tllat it is " tile \\"ittiOlll all(l 

" the power of God tor iab3.tioo, to everyone that bc:
" lie\'1!th. ". 

-fhis leads me to ol)fcrve, Tilat if the reafoning \\-J,!ch 
the reader hath perufed upon this fubjetl be juft and con
clufive, there is one circull,llatlce in ,,~hicll ll.is " dotl:rine 
'~according to godliuefsu dfenliaHy diil~rs frolu all otber 



t~hcmes \lr f)-nems of IDor .. iity. It i~, tha: any of t:l~fc 
fyii~ms a nlan may unJeriianJ, embrace and defend, 
,,·i,hout h.&ving his Ile-Ut made ~!ter, or his nlorals fecured 
or improved b~' it at all; \vh~reas it is ilnpoilib!e, that 
all}~ nlan can really, and frOll1 tIle Ileart, cnlbrace the doc
trine of Chrift's imputc:J righteollfn~fs, without bcin~ (lne
tifietl by it, " tlead to fin, alld ali\·e to God." Til:1t tile 
firft of there "ffC:ftions is true, t)le lives an,-t cllaraders of 
fonle noted write!'S 011 th~ fOU11{1,ttion of mor~)it}r, ha\Te 
been, and are 3n undeniable proof: [oloe of theln do in. 
deed exprc:fsly yield it; anti it is e\Oi"lendy yieldeJ, by 
unplica{ion~ in all the late \\tritings~ wllere tllcre is 10 fre
qll~nt mention of the fmall influellce tl130t fpeculation has 
upon pr.6ice. On this i..i founded \\'llat a Ia.te acute and 
eminent writer. julUy calls the mailer prejudice of this 
age, viz. " The innocence of error." l'his olay as ,veU 
be expreffed by its counterpart, the unprofitablenefs or 
inefficacy of truth, which furely ought to be but a weak 
reco01nlcndation of what is called truth, by thore who hold 
{uch ~ll opinion.. . 

That the other affcrtion is jun:, hath been the point un. 
dertaken to be Inade out in this etTc!.Y: and whoe\'er will 
but confi,Jer how unacceptable this doctrine is to mankind 
ill ~neral, ma}- ~ fatisfie(l that there can t1e no effetlual 
inducement to embrace it, till there be fnch a diico\~ery 
and fenfe of the evil and danger of fin, as is utterly incoQ
fiUent with a voluntary continuance in it. 1"he appa
rent flate of the vifible church, in which vice and wick. 
etlnefs fo fhamefully abound, will be no objettiQil to this, 
if what I binted above be recolleCted, t that there is a 
great difference between a nominal or cuo.omary prof~ffion, 
.llla real belief. As to the few Inore zealous atld enli. 
nent affertors of this doctrine, who fomctimes greatly dit: 
honor their proteffion, the anfwer is eaiY. They are hy
pocrites, by whom indeed great ""offences do come;" and 
the weak and unfiable tall over the Rumbling block, and 
are tempted to doubt the reality of religion, by this difco
very of the falfllood of its profeffors. But fueh can never 

• Mr. ,'.~ arburton. t See page 8 I, 

,rOL. I. L 
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be fairly J'anketl among believers, whore garb and habit 
they only treacheroufly wore, for fome time, while they 
,,-ere in tile intcreft of another mailer." \Ve may fay of 
them as the apofUe John fays, " They went out from us, 
" but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, 
" they would no doubt have continued with us, but they 
"went out that they might be nlade manifefi that they 
" were not all of us."f 

But this is not all; for the reception of the doCtrine of 
imputed righteoufhefs is not merely to be confidered as 

• Perba~ fome nlay think the late accounts puhliibed of the Mo
ravians an objection to the jull:uefs of this repr~tt-I\tation. l"hty ar~ 
raid to be great a{f~rtors uf the doctrine ()f imputed righteoufllefs; and 
yet ther~ have not only ap~are(l fome bad men amongfl throJ, but 
they are univerfal1y charged ~s a fea with Inof\ impious and fcanda
lUU5 pt·atl:ices. Perhaps candor and. charity might have It:d us to fup
pote, that moll, or all thofe accufations, \\'ere calumnious, if they had 
b~en ~ffirnled by none ~ut avo,ved enemies to the doarines ,vhich they 
eipctlfe; as the firft Chrifl:ians \yere charged by' their enelnies \\"ith 
eating human far-.rifices, ,vhen they met in private to celebrate the 
Lord's ~upper. But the cafe it ieenls is other\vii~ here; for l~}me unfur. 
peCted a~curc:,s have Clppeared, \vhom none can ilTI(tgine prejudiced againft 
th~'n f0r cn,bracing the doctrine of ilnputed ribh~c()ufnets. I cenfefs 
n1yi~lf to ha\'e to little acquaintance \\'ith thofe f-Ieruhutters, as they 
are called, .-it \ler as to their prinr.1ples or practices, that I cannot very 
fully handle th~ fuhjett ; 'but, if there is no other objec.tion to \vliat is 
affirmed abov.~, Ill) doubt, =:Jl acquaintance \\'ith the true nate of the 
cafe ,vould enabl~ us eafiJy to remove thi~" Perhaps, after all, the 
had pra:l:ices charged againfi theIn, Inay be only the conll·quenl:e of 
G>me defigning periolls getting in anlong them, and _a great plurality 
1lIar be innocent, or, at lean, cornparativt-ly ill. But however this be, 
it is not certain (at leaf1 to l1'le) th~tt they reany embra{;e the fame 
duct, i'le '~'ith ll~: they do iudc::eJ talk l\luch of the Lalllb, {peak of 
hiding thelnielves in h,s \\'ouuds, &c. but] think their lall~uage is pe
culiar to the1nre!ves, a:1J by no nleans the phrafeology either of Scrip
tllre, or of any other feet c.f Chrifiians. B~{ides, as Count Zjnzendort~ 
their leader, takes upon hitn to be a prophet, it is probable, they are 
jufl a let of deluded p~\)ple, ura\vn awa}· by his art, \"ho lnay muell 
Inore properly be raid t'l bt:lieve in hiln, than in Chrill. 

-
[A more pelfcct Itnoiv!ed,~e oJ tbe doctrines, character and labors of 

tbe J,/01"avians, has demO'lstratea, that, so fiJr from furnishing Q'!Y 06. 
jectiun against the doctrille difellcled in tiJis essay, they mos' potverfully 
illustrate and confirm it.] Note of the Editor. 

t 1 John ii. J9-
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the heft means, comparatively, of producing, preferving 
and increafiag our fanCl:ification and purity, as fure and 
effeCtual, while others are precarious, but it is the only 
way, and all others are ahfolutely infufficient for the pur. 
pore. If this be in,,1 "!ed the doCtrine of Chrifl, the fcripa 
ture.method of falvation, then it is not 0111y true, but a 
fundamental truth. Of this we arc frequently and fOa 
lemnly affitred in the word of God. h I am the way, 
" (fays our Saviour) and the truth and the life; no man 
" cometh unto the Father but by me. ,'., So fay the apof
tIes Peter and John, "Neither is there flh:ation in any 
" other: for there is none other name under heaven, given 
" among luen, whereby we mufi be twed."t It is thtrea 
fore in vain for a.ny to expeCt an effectual change of lite, 
but by an acquaintance with Chrifi, and him crucified. 
\Ve have indeed the dearen evidence from experience, 
that no human reafon, 110 argnment whatever, dra\\'n 
from \\"orldly COn\7elliency, is at a]1 fllfficienl to contend 
with violent and finful habits. 'Ve fee many examples 
of perfons of excellent underfianding and knowledge in 
other matters, nay, who can reafon flrongly and jufily 
upon the bad confequences of vice ill others, fOlnctimes 
even in tllenlfel,,·es, \\rho wi.II }'et go all to ruin their name, 
family, fortune and health, while they are Haves to evil 
habits: nothing will change them but the grace of God. 

And as we have feen above, that our own righteoufnefs 
in its beft flate is wholly ineffeCtual for our acceptance 
\vith God., fo ail who have any expeCl:atiolls of this kind 
from it plainly fho\v, that they have fuch defeCtiv'e vie,\'s 
of tIle extetlt and obligation of the diville la,,,, as are in.· 
confiflent witll an unleigned univerial fub.niffion to it. 
l'his is a matter of the laft import2l.nce, and ought to be 
l)articularly recommended to the ferious conficleration of 
fuch as may have, at fometimes, fome imperfect convic. 
tions; fnch as from a wearinefs and fatiety of tinning may 
gi ve a. tern porary preference to a life of religion, and raife 
a feeble and ineffeCtual willi with Bataam, that they might 
" die the death of the righteous." They ought to be told 

t ACts iv. 1%. 
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that no endeavors to be a little better than before, no abfii. 
nence from jOlne iillS as a kind of atonement for others 
retained, no rcfolutions taken in their own ftrength, no 
righteoufnds of their own offered or truficd in as a matter 
of their jufiification, wil1 be accepted, or is worthy of be. 
jng fo; that nothing will be truly etft:8ual, till they fte 
tl1tir lofl condition, and belie\ge in Chrifi, Ern for partIoIl, 
and then for fancrification, "to the praire of the glory of 
f., his grace, ",herein he hath nlade us accepted in the lle
"]o\rctl.". If they )lave any otller plea, any otller grOllOd 

of hope and trufi, it 1ha11 undoubtedly fAil them; they 
rnlift remain llncler a fentellce of juft and legal condem
nation, and filall finall}' perifll; for" he that believeth in 
" the Son hat11 e\rerlafiing life; but he that believeth not 
" the S011 fila11 not lee life, but the \\9ratll of God abidetll 
" on him, John iii. 36:'t 

• Eph. i. 6. 

t The ap~lication of theit paffar:es of Scr~pture, to the par~ict11ar '1 inciples abnve lllailitailicd, will, perhaps, be thought to include in it 
a '·ery k\'ere and u!lch.1ri~~hle cundemncction of Inany Chrifii:ins, \~'h(, 
differ in j~~dg!11ent upr. 1, the point ofjufiification. And iAdecd I ple
tend .10 g:-~~t ffit.nd!iJip to t!lt! feut:ments fo frequently expreff~d a1' 
late, " ]"h:lt it is a finall nlatter \vh.at a man believes, if his life h~ 
'c good." ·rh~ afft:rtion nlight perhaps be allowed, if it did not con· 
tain a fU-)rOl and unreawnable fuppofition, that a man may belit've 
,\'rO!'g, and yet l~;ad ~s gnod a life as he that believes right; ~he C011-
trary t\) \vhith \\' i!l al\\ray$ b~ expeaed by hin1 'vh~ gi ves crt'dit to the 
,vord ~f Gud~ that h:s people :-t.~ "fanCtified through the truth." .. ·\s 
to Soci~ians and IJe!ar;ialls, \\"bo are tnt ~t"~atert opp~\!ers of the trutl.s 
ahove d~fendf·d, I nf&"~r did ('fteelll thenl to be (:hriftians at all; t~) 
the C\Hi:~·aqucn(t', \vith rcglld to thein, luay be ealily ddnlitted. J~at 
it ,,·il. bl' thuup:ht hard to far the fan1e thing of th~ Arnlinians. 1-10\\'
r\-er, if th·~ right~otJrnefs of Chrifl is the oniy gr(lulld of l)t)r jnf!ifi\'~
tio!', Ctrld the r~cePtion of him in this character the true pI illcieie (.f , , 
far~c.tifif~tion, I do not tee hQ\V ,,,'e can avoid concluding the Q;1ng'rr of 
thnie \\'ho act upon any other plein. A nd y~t I ttm p~rfuad( ,1 t 11('rt! 

11:l"e !>et'n, and are tilany good lnen 2m~~ng thenl: \\'hich may be at: ... 
r"Hl!.t·cd for in this nl~llller, that their heart:; art: hetter than their nn
rl~1 ftand,n~s; and th~y are hahitually under the g'overlllnt'llt of prin, 
c.iplcs, \VhICh, through iflme llliitakcn \' i~,vs, alln gr(\lIud!("is fCitn; [·i 
th,:ir ahule, tht»y fi)e~k of nlorf rpa;'ingJ~", or rather ftt'IU to enabl.ll. 
t II (.~ C0 n t r a r~' pro t 1 t ion s. • r he pr GO f () f t h i ~ a {fer t ion J t Cl k e fro In the: !' 
fJVt'n "'I ~~jpg''j, particttlarly fn.Hll the difIclence ht:t\\'Cl'U th~il f~!ni\ .. t~. 
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I am nuturally Je\l to conclude this fi,,~~at by ohfc:n-. 
ing, that the importance, efficacy and n~~~ffi!~' (\f th~ 
imPlltctl rit:h!eOlliilefs of Cllritl~ fhe\\'s hc\v Dlur!l i! !$ . ~. 

the duty of all minillers of the ~orpd to mak.; it t;~~ main 
and leading theme of tht:ir l~rmons. rrhe pft'a('h!I~'; 01' 
the gofpel is by the apofil~ Paul, in a "'ery j~~ti and l'~
preffive tnanner, flil\.'C.l preaching u til\! unf(:archab!~ r;chc.'i 
" of Chriil." 111 lliln eyer)p proplltc)·, precept, I)ro!llil~ 
antI trll~:1 is centred. His characler and ""(irk as a S:l\'j .. 
our is llel"l forth in a \:ariet}.. of ligllts in the t"aCft;U ora
cles" an,] ill every Opel1ill~ or 'r!e'~" tllat is gi\"C!n t!$, fo 
to fpeak, of lhe diiJx;nfations of Divine Provi\lc!nce ,md 
grace.. he is the chief figure, or the termination of the 
proflleCt. If therefore we would know what eiteem is due 
to Ollr Re(l~emcr ill our )learts, allel ho\\- higll :1 place )le 

ougl1t !o hol\.1 in our views of religion, let us obi~f\-e the 
regard paid to him by the facrcJ writers. ·riley dtrh-e 
almoft all tIleir moti\'es to evet)' moral dut}·, !rom ,,?hat 
he hath done, and is Hill doing for us, and feem to delight 
even in the repetition of his llalne. I arn periuaded t!lofe 
who are 2.CCllfiolned to the (lcvout and ferious perufal o!' 
the \\TOrd of God \vill not reckon it "ent)llifiafnl," \vhcn 
I fay, that there writers appear to be warmed and e1~vated 
abo\~e tIl~ir Dr(linary meafure, lvhen they celebrate ilis 
L1.lvation; anti that both iri the OIll an(l Ne\v rI'efianl'!tlt, 
wherever we meet with any paffage fingulally lofty and 
fllblinle, tllcre \\'C may be fure that Chrift the R~(leeDler 
is tIle imluelliate tl1eme. 

Juftification by the free grace of God, through the re
demption that is in Chriil Jefus, was the c!·Xl:r;ue taught 
among Chrifiians, in the earlieft and pureil ages of the 

cluri r"'the' dircowrr\.·~~ an(l thofe ft)rrns t)f prayer \\'hich they ha\'c (I. :l\\ n 
l~p, cHld nd~ only rerolnmendc"l to otl~ers, but Itf:. b~hil~d then) ~l~ 41 

\\ i t l~e :~. \.1' their 0\\'11 e:w.:~rcife ill their c}\.)f~~~. I f the,,' be rupn. \i:'~ l\} 
., , l 

f".~(·! tL~ l(·nt'tll~nts \'.-hich thty expref~ in tl~eir pr3yels. it (,In be r11:!y 
l.e In,~J,~ ~ti\.le·:l:· that their ter.t~ments can ol~lv be di(,~tated h,· tte d~~c· 
tri'lr of fr;~~ ~~~·:-tcc. If ",hat tltl~y f:ty {)f th~mrelvts be t~'ue ill itc; I:rt
tural itl'" ~)b\'i ... hL:i oleaniug, al:d if they bf:lie\'e it, \\"hil'h charity cblig~s 
~i~ t~ fupp··.:e, it 1l1:Jl be altogether vain ,,0 Ja}' thr- lean n:cf,: llP~1l 
~t~·'·:r (.'\'iU ri~'hte;)ui~\t!f~ for ~hfAir ac:ceutaace \,-ilh (iod. 
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thQrrh.. A ••. : ~h:ir de~rture frooa it was the pnlUlle to 
that uni\"~rW CGrrUlltion of f.aitil .00 worillip, th.t rda.xa .. 
tion ot"\lia;:ipJine~ a.ad diU~;lAti{)ll of m~nller~ .'bich took 
~~ ill tIle ~-es foliotfitlg_ It is ;J,~ \·ery ~11) .. \rk:ilile, 
tklt this d\A ttrine \\ ... S ~:W~~ s fuily :tnt! ditiioc):.,o t41ught 
ill ,bot~ cl.9rchc:s \\ ~~t~i: nc:"cr )Ubilli,tnl to the t\'r~'lny~ 

~ . . 
cr tt\."'f;ivcxl ti»e CO'"1'~il:i«}ns or tb.: Rc:nij'h .. ~Illichriil; I 
mr~l. the L1\l~\:bcs 01' l~e l.)iC(lt"0I1:~fc \ClI!ie~ \\"~li~h by • 
to 111311)' j~~'i;io~s "ri"ters, 3r~ i~'rllC'C:d tel be tll-: t"tO 

,,·i!lle[~ m"!llt:one-J ill t~\: R~\·U-":O'l, \VOO L~! i.)l~ tile 
wikkrnets troll. t!le ~r_~-';~:l~'l ~~f the ~~il, :lllJ 1)(Jr.he .. 
flo] in f.clcloth. 

Tile :ttc~unts "'~iC=l ~l~V~ ~n lr;.icfnlitttt) ttl IJS of t:lt; 
'" '" 1_ L -1 ... 1 b L_ It ..... .. .. " b' ... rrlllc'F~s ICiU r :i&nl, )ll~ l~:ore t •• e tt,Of!n=tt!O:l, 

P:.a;,.l}" f._v\\" that they m'tillt~!.teJ tillS t!oc1riile froin tile 
Jx.Pi!i)ir.~. _-\Utl ~ it is \,"~il kll(\\\'il t!!at the ~torm~tion 

"" ~ of:: .. "f' " .... I ~ '1 1' ... !\~~ I:~ I:r.t n!e rom t:~e gr~~~ ",ll ;~alhl~ ous app Ical;(:ll 
~',l~ ,~tri'le of nl~rit in ill~lu)~~tl,"'e~, fo all t:lf: ttfl'~J)l
er~ \\ i~hc:lt e~\~p~ic)ll) \--'en: iire)l,IQlIS afrertcrs of Jree 
&f'tlC~.. ·.l'his \\'~ .-eckoned by tbem &10. art:cu!us fiantis 
" aut C~Jcl;li~ Ci'C:C~te, 1) by wl)icb the churcb mllfi .ftaJld 

• 
or brl.. P "'t.k~tu':)", our rdcrmers in both p:trts of this 
i114l~lJ ac;recJ ill I)~'e~dli,.g th~ ::,m~ (Jodrille, alld the 
e--nl:llellt I)!(':)" of Ol;r J4ltJlC!rs is a liallllillg tvitiell~e of its 
l~rl'~ all(l enic.tc}-• ... 

J t doth mll perhaps become~ and p:obahly it wouid not 
he l'3fe tor I.le, to C!llter into a llMticolar eX.\Oti!latioll of , 
the m~um;;.'f of I}teat'biu;:! in the pn:.ft:lit age; and there-
tQ~ my rdJedioHs ll?O~ that fubjccl1b.dl 1>: ,'eT)' few and 
~en.:r~t \rnlt is mofi ~-.twioos in Ol!r preJe:llt .itu~ion, 
a!lJ \\'t.at (luf!ht to a£~l Chrifli,lns \\'iti! Il!()fl COllrcrll1 i~, 
\il~ ~~~t prc,'a!~nce of i~!::(It'I!i}~. 4f1'il!s is rile Illore ti:r .. 
priltng, t~lat \~"e h~vc n~\"t:r \\",~!)te\l" a'lJ (!o nl)t at pre. 
k'ilt \\'al.t, nlanyabJe :it)d (I~li!i\:l.t ,,"ritc:rs to ilalllllip ill 
de~(;il,"e oftl:c £r,!~J, 2!lCi Tt:filte the (:Jl'ltl;!e.l~lc ailli 111-
((lH\i!~cnt !t:~ion:!lbS ~f inf:l:ds., \\'h:l~e\'er iorn~ they lhlH 
tt~:ll :In~< to ti: •• c: t,.i1lK fit to ~T~~n~~~ ;\11tl 0:1 \\'hatc\~(r 
prill~~i'ks tht'~ fh.lll prttend to hu~l..l. Bllt~ ~ anl 411r-aill, 
!he hcii {~c:ti.ce of ~!I i~ but too nluc!l 1\~gleae<l, viz .. 
L~l(\:;s adiJ.uous prc~chi!l~'" the t~:lt and fundalnental 
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t!"!.1,hs of the gofpet the loft cC'odcmncl! r.~te nf man hy 
n~ture, and the necdlity of pard('n throcrh the 1 i£!:te()tzl: 
Jlcts, and reno,·atioll by the Spirit of (:i~rj'l. l'llis,' cl~l(l 
nlake A far greater ntJrnber 0: thOit ~\·110 call tl;rmfel~e~ hy 
the name ~f Chrift, ChTiflians jll(l~c(l. Ancl the \·ifl,fc 
cili-:acy of hi~ doctrine, w(\uld be a ~en~b~e dcmonI:rJticn 
of its truth alld di\'1ne original. If tJ:efe trl.tns are 110t 

contradided, it nlay be fa1ely faill, tilat th~y are l)y Illany 
k~pt more out of \·ie\,· t!lan tornlerlv. AllCI furclv Vle 

J • 

ha\~e no great caufe to l\Oafl of our inlprO\'emt'nts ~n the 
preaching cut, if its goodnefs is to be ddermine\l, like tha.t 
of a tree, not by its blofToms, but its fruirs. 

There is one obJervation \vhich ma,,- fatis;'· tlS, that tl~e 
J -

preaching of the crofs of Chrift win ml.ft tBtCtually pro.. 
mote real reformation. It is) that thofe pre~cheTs \\·1:0 {to 
fay no more) approach neareR to making our own mCi:t 
and obet!iellce the ground of Ollr acceptance ":ito G{'~', 
\-ery feld('m, if ever, give any alarm to the confc!ences of 
their hearers. Let them recommenti e,:cr 10 pure aillt 
high a ftandard of morals, they ar~ heard without f::ar, antI, 
if they pteach elegantly, with pieafllre, t:.e!l by the m{ln 
profligate. To fuch preachers, all vain wl'rld!y-lIji~(kd 
people, ufually attach themtelves, where they have not 
can Qff the very fornl ot" religion; btlt mofl part of ierious 
t:hrifiians, together \\·ith profeffin~ h)Ypocritts, \\'t,o catl
not eaflly be difiinguifl1e{1 in tllis \\!orltl, al,,~a~~s fo]jo\\~ 
preachers of another flr ... ill. It is eaf}· to fee the rea!on 
of this from \vhat had) been fai(i al)()\'e; there are nO:le 
\\pho ret the flriClnefs and ol)ligatioll of tIle Ja\\·, the hoii
nets and jufiice of God, ill fo a"lful a ligllt, as thofe ,\-110 

believe there is no fhelter fron) the fC,4r~aion of the la \V, 

and the \\·rath of an oifcnc.le(l Gocl, but ill tl~e 11!oo{! of 
Chrift. Perhaps, I am already enfnared and expofcd to 
~enfure, by aftirmingi that there are among us preachers 
of different firains. Bllt it is 10 certaill a trlltll, tllat I 
cannot deny it; and 10 important, that I will not dif. 
guife it. 

Upon the whole, as the prefent afpeC1 of puhlic affair~, 
as tile {late oftlle \\~orl{l, atld cllar~iLter of tile age, Jou"JI}· 
rail upon all of every t1ation to exut theulfehrcs with cli· 
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ligence for the fupport and revival of truth and rigbteouf .. 
neis: I hope the mininers of the gofpel will promote this 
end, by zcaloufly laboring to bring men to the raving 
knowledge of Chrift, " the way, and the truth, and the 
,- life-the foundation-the tried f'tone-tl1e preciolls cor
" ner flone," the ftrength and fecurity of the building. rro 
deny, explain away, or lleglea to impart the truths of the 
everlafiillg gofpel, is the \\'"ay to leave Lhe \,·orld in ,\~ick .. 
ednefs; but, by preaching them in pu~ity t and with fim
plicit}1, which, \\'e have reafon to thillk, \viII be accompa .. 
nied \vith ,~ the demonftration of the Spirit," finners are 
reconciled unto God, the power of fin is broken in them, 
tIle divine image is fonned in tllem, and upon tllefe truths 
their hopes of eternal life mufl: refl and depend. Let us 
be ever ready to fay with the apofUe Paul, c\ God forbid 
" that I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus 
." Chrifi."· And let us quicken our diligence, and ani
mate our endeavors, by exprefiing, with the pfalmitl Da. 
vid, our faith in the perpetuity of his kin~dom. "His 
" name fhall ~lldure for e\?er: his name !hall be continued 
" as long as the fun; and men fllall be bleffed in hinl; 
" all na.tiollS iliall call him bleffe«. Blefied be tIle Lord 
" God, tIle G<xl ot'lll-aeI, \\~llO only doth \\'Ollderolls thillgS. 
~, 1111d blefTfd be his glorious nalne for ever; alld let tile 
"w]lo1e eartIl be filled with llis glory. Anlell all(} 

" .. '\nlell·"t 

~ Gal. vi. 14. 
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A P~\CTICJ\L TREATISE 

ON 

REG ENE R .-:\ T lOX • 
• 

J 0 H ~ iii. 3-

J~sus Ql1Stl"~T~tl and $tliJ UIi!;} Aia, ~"il!J, ~,.ri~, 1 $~l!' ~~J, 
th~~, E%C~t a llltill b~ boTn ag~)I, h~ CtDU~t $tt tA~ it;n~,i~~ 
cjG{ltl. 

INTRODUCTION. 

T HE condition on which minifters of the gofpd hold 
their office, is extremely awful. U They mutt Fen .. 

" der an account unto God" of their fidelity to tht: fouls 
comnlitted to their charge. Their uuty alld llan~er, as 
fervants of God, are jointly and firongly expreffc:d in the 
commiffion gi'len to the prophet Ezekiel. "50n of man, 
~4 I have made thee a \vatchman unto the boule of· J fr~eJt 
"therefore hear the 'VOTli at my mouth, allll ~i,'e tllem 
" war:lillg from Ole. '\:nen I fa}- U!lto the \vickc~!, thou 
" 1balt furely die; and thou gh·eft him not \\·aming, n~r 
"fpeakeft to wan} the wicked fronl his wicked. way to 
" fave llis iife; the fame \\~icked man filall die in Ilis ini. 
" quity t but his blood will I require at thine hand. "Ye!, 
" if thou \vam !h\! \\ficked, and he turn ni>t from llis wick ... 
" ednefs, nor from his wicked way, he 1ball die in h:s ini
c~ qUity: but thou hall delh;ered thy {out". 

1\1, 



!t is natunl for us, ill fue!l a fituatiOll, ~o l~ oit~n rc
,;ol\-"'g in our mintis thi~ ~at and ,,'eight)- tnift. It is 
at ~nce our duty and inttren, !Q c~nrkJt.r with al1 r-offib!e 
nl~~ 1:1 what \'~~y \l'e Inay ha,-e!~ eaflCfl and moft ~ffec .. 
\!.21 :lttc:~~ to the helns of fi:llleTS: wi~~t ,-iews of di,-ine 
truth wiU be moll coln-indn,; what forms of alldrds will 
m*lke the ftrongt!! :Iud BlOh !!.!ling impn:Oion; in one 
yon!. ho,~ "-e may aC\luit ouri~h'es of our miniftry, fl.) as 
to h: ~ ~t f4tVOllr of life u.~!o Jif~'~ to many of thore who 
~ar tiS, and to "dcli\"'~r our o\,·n iOll)S" from tIle blood 
of d~ore th3t ~ri 0._ 

Such. indttd'll is the und~ni&ble JllCment and impor
tOlnce \>i the truths of the gofpet. that I am often ready tn 
think: it win be eafy to ret t~m in fo clear and convin .. 
cint! a light, as no peTfon of common underftanding fhall 
be able to refill.. I am often ready to fay within myfdf. 
Surely, if the}- be \\'amed, they "ill no more dare to r\,fu 
00 the tl.ick boff~s of the Almighty'lls buckler; furdy. the 
holdeft fin~r mllft tremble at the thoughts of death, judg
ment 3Ild etc11lity, faft approaching, and from which it is 
inlpoflible to By, But when we fee how many are able 
to fit unnloved und~r :he moll awful threatenil1gs from the 
\\-ord of God, ho~~ mal1}~ conti.n\Je unchanged under the 
moll alarming tliipenfations of Providence. our thoughts 
are ilnmediately carrictl to the unfearcbable depth of the 
div ~ne counfeJs; and ,,·e mull fay with our blefTed Sa\yiour t 

• 
" Even ro, F allIer, for fo it feemed good in thy fight ; ,~ .. 
or With the apoftle Paul, u But if our gofpel be hid. it is 
cc hid to them that are loft: ill whom the god of this wor](l 
" h3tll blinded the millds of them that believe not, left the 
" light of the glorious gofpel of Chrift, who i~ the image of 
'c God, tltould fhine unto the 01. "t 

The fecret ~ounfd cf the moR l1igb, however, though 
we muft adore with re\~rence, it is impoffible for us to 
cODlprehend. \\llat intiucnce t51S has upon "he final 
nate of particular petfons, no man in the prefellt life is, 
and probably no created being fhall e,er be, able fuHy to 
explain. This only we know, tbat it i~ not fuch as to 

• l.u~~~. ~ t. 
. .. , - - . , 
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t~ke away the guilt of fin, or liefiroy the efficacy of means. 
A f~llre of duty therefore confirains us to refume the ardu
otiS and difficult talk, intreating tIle affiflancc alld bleffing 
of God, under a firm perfuafion that he will hear the pray
er of fait}), :lllll Ill:tke his o\vn \,·onl " quick alld po\,'erflll, 
at !harper thall any two-edged fword, piercin~ e\'en to the 
" di~iding afunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joints and 
" tIle Dllrrow, atld a (lifccrner of the t ilOllg)ltS al){l il1tetlts 
" of the heart." 

·fhe fuhjeCl: I have made choice of, aild intend to han
dle in the enfuing treatife, illlmediately regar(ls tIle fltb
fiance of religion, and is happily as little entangled in 
controverfy as any that could be named. 'Ve are told 
that " except a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
" kingdom of G\ld. " In this all parties, every profelli
on and denOOlination of Chriflial1s, do or ought to agree. 
By \\"hatever name }·OU are called, \\·hatioever leader }'"OU 

profefs to follow, ,vhatever ordinances you enjoy, if }"OU 

are not U bonl again," you fhall not enter into the king
of God. 

That manner of preaching the gofpel, explaining or 
recommending divine truth, appears to me Inoft profi. 
tabie, which brillgs ofteneR into view, or, rattler, never 
lofes view of the great and effential difference between be
lie\'crs and unbelievers, faints and finners, heirs of glory 
alltl llcirs of hell. 1'hefe are nlixe(l together on earth. 
·fhry have common privileges as men and citizens. rfhey 
cannot be certainly difiinguifued by human obfervation ; 
for th.ough the image of God {hines in a bright and fenfi. 
hIe manner in fome on the one hand, and fome bear very 
plain and cl, \dly fymptoms on the other, whore nate may 
be (letermined with little llazard of Iniftake; yet, in the 
illterlnediate degrees~ tllere are multitucles \VllOie real c!1a
ratter is kno\vn 0111y to G()~l. "That then call be fai(l 
nlore a~vakening, allli at tIle hllne tilne, rnOl~e certaill1y 
trlle, than that eve"" hearer e)f t1le gofpeJ, and e\Yer}" rea .. 
der of fuch a treatife as tllis. is eitller recollcileu to Gocl 
and the objeCt of his love, or at enmity with God, having 
" neither part nor portion" in his ta\'or; and as many 
as die in this ian condition, DiaU be the everlafiing mouu .. 
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ments of divine wrath. How important a diiHn8ion ! 
and can any man refrain from laying~ H Lord thou know
" eft aU thin?:s-to which of there c1affes do 1 belong ?" 

But there is [omething, if poffible, fiiH more preffing in 
the paffage of fcripture which I have placed at the head of 
this difcourfe. Not only :lore all men nf two different and 
oppofite charaCters now, but all men are originally of one 
charaCler, Ullfit for the kingdonl of God; unlefs a chanre 
has pall upon them they continue fo; and unlers a change 
do pafs upon them hereafter, they mufi be for ever ex
cluded. This our Lord introduces with a {hong affe\'e
ration, and fignal note of importance: '~Veril)7, ,~erily, I 
" fa)1 unto }70U, Except a man bt bOf!l a~ain, he cal1not iee 
"the killgdom of God." There ,,·ords \~/ere [pokel) to 

Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This H mafter in Hi-acl" 
caOle to Jt!fus b}' J1igllt. Convi11ced he fc::ell1s to have 
been of tIle po\ver ,vhich attended llis nlinitll}', but, ullder 
a fiilt ftronger attachment to his \\!orldl}? interefi, 11c durft 
not open1}' avo,v his conviCtion. Ollr Lord, at once to 
enlighten his mind \\rith the moll falutary of all trllths. , 
and leve1 his pride of underfiandil1g by the Olanner of 
conveying ~-~t, faith to him, " Except a man be born again'J 
" he cannot fee the kingdom of God." This appears to 
have been f!xtremel)7 afio11iibillg, by his anf,ver in the fol
Imvi11g ver1e; "Nicodemus faith llnto him, How can a. 
" man be t.orn \Vhell he is old? Call he enter t11e feco11d 
" time iIltC' his mother's \\·?ornb and be born ?', 

It is not my purpofe to gi,~e a tedious explication of tile 
pa{fage, or entertain the reader with a profufion of t:riti
cifm upon the \vor(ls. This exprefilon., the kingclonl of" 
Goel, 11atll various iignifications in fcripture, btlt chitfly 
two in the New Teftament. (I.) The gofpel difpenfation, 
or governlnent of tIle l'Ileffiall, as (lifiinguifllec1 froln tl1e 
}")rece(iing perio(ls ; (2.) 1~he kingcloln of hea\Tell; \"here 
the fincere (lifciples of Cllrifi iliall be IJut in flll] IJofftffion 
of the b1dJings of his purchafe. I take it to be the laft of 
there, tllat is, either onl}·, or chiefl~· il1tell(lccl ill this place. 
Both of them, indeed, may be meant in their proper or
der, and for their different purpofes. An open profeffioll 
~nd receiving the ex!ernal ba~lge, was necdrary to a con~ 
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cealed friend and cowardly difciple ~ but a right to the 
fpiritual privileges of the gofpel, and tji(~ pron1iie of eter
nal life, was the only thing that could make the profeffion 
\1alllable or defirable. Accorclingly our SaViOtlr leerns t(l 

fpeak of both in his reply to Nicodemus's admifIion in. 
to the vifible cll11rcll b}"' balltifm, atld rcnovatioll b}' tIlt! 
Holy Ghofl. Jefus anfwercd, " Verily I fay unto thee. 
" Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
" callnot e11ter into tl1e killg(lolll of Go(I." 

I atll fel1fible that regeJleration or the ne\l.· ... b.rth is a 
fubjeCl:, at prefent, very unlafhiollable; or, at leafl, a fiile 
oflangnage which hath gone very much into defuetude. 
It is, however, a fubjeCt of unfpeakable moment, or, ra
tiler, it is tIle one fullj~a in \vhicll all others meet as ill a 
centre. The gnlnd enquiry, in comparilon of which eve· 
ry thing eUe, how excellent foever, is but fpecious trifling. 
'lVhat doth it fignity, though you have food to eat in plen
ty, a11d variety of rainlellt to put on, if YOlI are llot bo"n 
agaill: if after a few morllillgs alld evenillgs fpellt in lIn· 
thinking mirth, fenfuality and riot, you die in your fillS, 

and lie down in forrow? \Vllat doth it fignify, thougll 
you are \veII accomplifhed in every other rcfpecr, to aCt 
your part in life, if you meet at laft with this repulfe from 
the Supreme Judge, " Depart from me, I know you not, 
" }:re workers of illiquity ?', 

If tllis fubjeCl: is, indeed, Ilnf,lfhionable an(l neglected, 
\ve are miferably" deceivirlg ourfelves. If ,\ new nature i~ 
11eceffary, to attempt to repair and new mcclel tIle 0)(1 ,\~ijl 
be fOUIlll to be loft labor. If tile fpring is pol1utecl antl 
continues fo, what a vain and fruitleis attempt is it to en· 
(leavor, h}1 acldition, or b}~ foreigll nlixture, to purify tIle 
fireams. Jull fo it is by no means fufficient, or, to fpeak 
more IJrolJerly, it is altogether ilOpoffil)le, to refornl tIle 
irregularities and vicious li\Tts of finners, atld brirlg tl1enl 
to a real conforolity to the la\v of God, till their hearts are 
renewed and changed. It is li~e rearing up an old fabrk, 
adding to its towers, and painting its walls, while the foun. 
dation is gone. See what the prophet Ezekiel fays of fucb 
foolifh builders," \V 0 to the foolifh prophets-becau:c, 
" even becaufe they have reduced my people, t:1yinb~ 
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... Peace, anJ there was no peace; and one built up a 
" waU, and 10, others daubed it \Vith untempered mortar: 
H fay unto them which daub it with untempered mortar, 
u that it fhall fall: there 1hall be an overflowing 1howcr, 
,. amI ye, 0 great hailftones, Dlall faU, and a fiormy wind 
" thall relIt it."" 

But, perhaps, the fubfiance of the doCtrine is retained 
\,·hiie the lallguage is held in derifion. We are tol(J, it 
is but a figurative e~)lreffion, anu the fame in its meaning 
with repentance or refonnation. DoubtJefs it is fOe And 
it were greatly to be wHhed, that D\any did thoroughJy 

. ullderftalltl W!lat is implied in repentance unto life. Bllt 
the reader is illtreated to obferve, that it is a Dletaphor fre. 
quently ufed in the holy fcripture.. I think, alfo, it is a 
nletaphor of peculiar propriety and force; wen adapted 
to bring into view both the nature of the change 'which it 
defcribes, and the means by which it is accomplifhed. If 
there are any who in writing, or fpeaking on this fubject.. 
Ilave intnxluced or invented unfcriptural phrafes, and 
gone into unintelligible myfiicHin, this is neither wonder. 
iul ill itfelf, nor OUgllt it to be any injuIJ7 or difparagement 
to the truth. There is 110 1ubjecl either of clivinc or hu
Juan learning, on which fome have not written weakly, 
fOolilllly or erroneoufly; but that ought not to excite ~. -,y 
averfioll to tIle doarille iifelf, which hath been perverted 
or abufed. I pray, that Goo may enable me to write up-
011 this illterefling fubjeCt, ill a clear, intellif;ible and COI1-

\'incing mauner; to fupport the truth from the evidence 
of l~cripture and reafon; to refolve, in a fatisfying manner, 
any objeCtions that may feern to lie againfi it; but, above 
all, to carry it home .with a perfuafive force upon the con· 
ft.:ience and heart. I contencl for 110 phrafes of mall's ill

vention, but for fuch as I filld ill the holy fcril)tures; from 
thefe I am refolved, through the grace of God, never to de. 
part. And, in the mean time, I adopt the words of the 
eminent and ufeful Dr. po(]clridge, " If this doCtrine, in 
" one fOrtil or anotller, be generally taught by my bre
" thren in the milliflry, I rejoice in it for th~ir own fakes, 

t Ezek. xiii. 10, 11. 
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" as \\'ell as for that of the people \vho are llJldcr lllcir 
., care." 

rfhe plan of the follo\\lillg treatife is this ~ 
I. To make f~)me getleralobfervations upon tIle met:l

phor ufed by the apofile John, U Except a man be born 
"again j" and the lame, or fimi1arexpreffions, to be found 
in other parts of the word of God. 

II. To thew wllerein this change doth properly anti 
(lireCtly confift, together \vith fome of its principal evi .. 
dences anci effeCts. 

III. To fhew by what fieps, or by what means, ;t is 
ufual1y brollgllt abollt. 

IV. In the Iail place, to improve the fubjea, by a few 
praCtical ~ddreffes to pc!rfons of different ch~r'laers. 



C HAP. I. 

Somtgtnt".lJ ohsrrvQtjon.~ on fhl'! mfSfaphDT ".~·~tI hy t.1~ _~:).;s:.~_~ 
N~~~! ~".~~~~ .~ .... ~~ J'~IlN "GAlS. Qllt/ th~ ,~(l~':e t')r - . . 

.. ,,·i'7Jllar ~.'l" !:~\)I~;,~', tu ~~ , .... ;.~.,. ~/Ir wc;.~, rt-.- .' ~: .' .: ~ . - -' 
fJjGoll. 

I T deferves the! feriotls (tttention of everv Cllrifiian, that, 
as this declarat\on was made by our Saviour in a ,'err 

{olemn manner, and by a very peculiar metaphor" fo this 
is not the fiuglc paffi\ge in which the fame metaphor is 
ufed. We find it in the ApoiHe Paul's cpiftle to l'itus, 
,~ Not by works of righteQufnefs which we have done, but 
" according to llis mercy he raved us, by the \~ afhing of 
" regeneration, an(] relle\\"ing of the Holy Ghoft. ,'. ,\~ e 
find one perfeCtly fimilar to it, in the fame apoftle's fecond 
cpiftle to the Corinthians, "Therefore if any man be in 
U Ghrift, he is a new creature; old things are paft away, 
"behold, all things are become new."t It is e1fewhere 
called a new creation, witll reference to the po,ver exert
ed in the produCtion: "For we are his workmanihip, 
"created in Chrift Jefus unto good works, 'which God 
U hath before ordained that \\'e fhould walk in them."! 
I t is ftill a figure ot the fan1e killd that is nfed wIlen \ve 

t.:: 

are exhorted "to put off, concerning the former conver· 
'" ration, the old man, which is corrupt according to the 
" deceitfullufts: and to be renewed in the fpirit of our 
,. nlind; and put on tIle lle\V man, \Vllicll after God is 
,. created ill righteoufllcfs, and trtle holillefs "1 1'0 
11ame no III ore l)aifages, the real belie\'er is raid to be 
" born of God ;"il in which the very expreffion of the 
text is repeated, ~nd the cllangc attributed to God as his 
proper \vork. 

1Vhoever believes in the Il'~rfeaion of the fcriptures 
,viII readily admit, that it is intellded we filould tearll 
lomething from this vcry way of fj>ellking itfeJf. Let us 
therefore confider what may be h\fCly deduced from it. 

II. l"itus iii. s. t ~ Cor. v. t;. * Ephef. ii. t 3. 

\\ l~l'hr.l: iv. 22, 23, 24- II, Jf~hn \p. 4-
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.AoI.I, as I wouM not willingly flrain the metaphor, and 
draw from it any uncertain conclujion; to it is no part of 
my ddign to run it out into an extraordinary length. 
1\[a.lY f,naller reit:tllblaI1CCS nlight c"fil}' be fOrillC{1 be. 
t\\·c ell tIle illlage all,) tile truth, llut tlley \\·ould be Olore 
~ ... : \ '- ~ ft. ~ .. :lan Ilfc:ftlJ. 'ft12 reac}i-r i-i Olll~' entreated to at-

• 
tc;11J to a fe\\:" leatlillg truths, whicll ft;enl naturall~p to arifc: 
li'om this metaphor, and may be both fupported and il. 
luiir,ltt:d frOlll tile \\·110)t: tenor of fcripturc: dofirille. 

SEC T. I. 

I. Fr'J.,", t/~f."S ,xpTt!ssi!J'l, Er;C&'T A )! AN BE BORN AOAllf HZ 

C .. -\S~()T SEE TBt.: l'I~~DO~ C'F (;uo, lV~ '''''y karn tht 
t~fi.1-: ~ TNl:SS of :,1'tll Cllflll~"~ lvhi("'. lil.l~t pas,,; rlp~n ffJtry 
child c{ -4.'-'~1;;z., hifjre I~f elill. l~f·j.':lt Q:I h~iT of lift:·. 

No ftronger expreffion cou1(1 have been cllofeD to 
fignify a great and ~elnlrkable c1130ge of flate and 

charaaer, whetller \\~e take tll~ nletnphor in a ftritler or a 
looler fenfe. If we take the metaphor in a firiEter fenfe1 

it lnay be intellded to POillt out tht! cllange of (late ill an 
infant newly born, from what it was in, immediatdy be. 
fore the birth. rfhe manner of its exifience, of deriving 
its Ilollrifllinent, the ufe ancl app1ic(\tioll of its faculties, and 
its llefircs aJl(l enjo}~ments, are all entirely difftrent. If 
we take i:he metaphor in a loofer fenfes being born may be 
COllfi~l~red as tIle begillll'llg of Otlr exiftellce. To this 
fenJ~ we feem to be dir::a,-d hy the other exprtflions, of 
b~ing created in Chrift J~fus, and 11ltlde new creatures_ 
Docs not this fiill teach us the grea~nefs of the change? 
'V ~ mull h~ enti:"e1y different fi'om \\'111t we were before, 
as O!1e creatuic difl~rs from allotilf..'r, or as tllat \\~hich be~ 
gillS to he at all)' tillle, is not, nor canllot be the faille, 
\\- itll ,,,'llat d iJ torlllerl,~ eX i ft • 

• 

rrtli~ may alio be well fupported from a variety of other 
p.\[.1g.:s of f\,;ripture, anti is a confequeut:e of ditferent 
tru:hs contained in the wo~"d of G~!l. For example, cur 
IHturaI flate is, in fl.ripture, complred to dea.th, and our 
feCO\"Cry to our bda~ refiored to 1i!~. 1'hus the aponic 

\r vI.. I. N 
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Paul in writing to the Ephefians fays" " And you hath he 
" quickened who were dead in trefpafTes and fins." And 
a little after, " But God" who is rich in mercy, for his 
" great Jove \\·here\\~ith he loved us, even \vhen \\'e were 
" D£~\D in fins, hath quickene(l us toget)ler \vith Chrift.". 
To the Jame purpofe the apoflle John fays, "\Ve know 
" that we h~l'(' paffed from D!.ATH to life."t 1'he change 
is fomemnt:.:a Jeicribed by paffiog from darkneiS to light, 
than which two things, none can {land in greater oppofi
tion to one another. "Ye were fometimes darkllefs, but 
" DOlY are ye light in the Inrd."! Every one muft be 
fenfible how eafy it would be to nlultiply paffages of the 
fame kind. But this I forbear, and only willi we had all 
of us a deep impreffion of the meaning and importance of 
there upon our hearts. 

It will not be improper, however, to obferve how plain
ly the fame truth appears from the power which the fcrip· 
ture reprefents as exerte(l, in bringing a {inner from a 
fiate nf nature to a fiate of grace. It is confiantly af
firmed to be the \vork of God, the effeCl: of his power, nay, 
the exceeding greatnefs of his pp\ver. "By grace ye are 
,~ are faved, through faith, and that not of yourCelves, it is 
"the gift of God. "If " Work out your own falvation 
" witl) fear aocl trembling, for it is God that \vorketh in 
" you to win and to do of his good pleafure.~r And what 
" is the exceeding greatnefs of his po\ver to us ward who 
cc believe, according to the \\'orking of his mighty power 
" which he \vrought ill Cilrifi \\lhen he raired him from 
" the dead,"·· Now is there any need of a divine agent 
to perform a wor!~ of 110 moment ? Would it be celebra
ted as an effect of the po\\'er of God, if it were not truly 
great? 

Let me now, in the moll earnell manner, befeech every 
penon who reads thefe lines, to confider deliberately with 
himfelf what is the import of this truth) and how firlnly it 
is eftablifhed. It appears that regeneration, repentance, 
converfion, or call it what you will, is a very great change 

• Eph. ii. I, 4, s. t I John iii. 14. t Eph. v. 8. II Eph. ii. 8. 
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from the nate in \\-hich every man comes into the world. 
This appears from our Saviour'S dertioo, that we mull 
be " born again." It appears from a great variety of other 
fcripture phrafes, and is the certain confequence of fame 
of the mofl effential doctrines of the gofpel. 

''lith what jealoufy ought this to fill many of the fiate 
of their fouls? How flight and inconfiderable a thing is it, 
that with multitudes paffes for religion? efpecial!y in thef~ 
days of ferenity and funfhine to the church, when they are 
not compellecl by danger to weigl) the Inatter ,vith delibe
ration? A fe\,,· cold forms, a little out\\~ard decency, fODle 
faint defires, ratller than endeavors, is all tIley call afford 
for fecuring their everJafling happinefs. Call the weak. 
nefs and iofufficiency of there things poflibly appear in a 
ftronger light than when true religion is contidel'ed as a 
new creation, and a fecond birth? If the infpired writers 

. be allowed to exprefs themfelves either with propriety or 
truth, it is painfui to think of the unhappy deluded ftate of 
Co great a number of our fellow-finners. 

Will fo great a change take place, and yet have no vi
fible effeCt? Had any great change happened ill your 
worldly circumftances, from riches to poverty, or from 
lloverty to riches, all around you would have fjleedily dif
cemed it. Had any fuch change happened in your health, 
it had been impoffible to conceal it. Had it happened ill 
your intelleCtual accomplifhmentss from ignorance to 
knowledge, it would have been quickly celebrated. How 
comes it then to be quite ltodifcernable, \vhen it is from 
fill to holinefs? I am fenfible that men are very ingenious 
in juflifying their conduct, and very fuccefsful in deceive 
ing themfelves. They will tell us that religion is a hidden 
thing, not to be feen by the world, but lying open to his 
view who jl1dgeth the fecrets of all hearts. And doubt. 
lefs this is, in one vie\v, a great truth: true religion is not 
given to oftentation; diffident of itfe1f, it is unwilling to 
protnife much, left it {bould be found wanting. But it 
ought to be confidered that, however con~cealed the inward 
principle may be, the praCtical effeCts muft of neceffity 
appear. As one table of the moral law ~onfifis entirely 
Of our duty to others, whoever is born a.gaiot and renew· 
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ed in the fpirit of his mind, will be fonnel a quite different 
perron from what he was before, in his cOIl,'ert1tion with 
his fellow.creat"res. 

Hypocritical pretences to extraordinary fanf\ity are in. 
deed hilhlj· crimillal in thcmfel\!"es, allC} e~:trel11eJ}- ()(liol!S 
jn the fight of God. But the prcfent age does not feem 
to have the JeaR ten{lency to this extrelne. There is all~. 
thcr tIling much more common, not leIs abfllrd, and infi
nitely more dangerous to mankind in general: a demand 
upon the public, that, by an ex.traordinary effort of ch~
rity, they fhould always fuppofc the reali ty of religion in 
the heart, when there is not the leaR fymptom of it in the 
life. Nay, fome are hardly fat.isfied even with this, but 
itlfifl that metl filould believe \\'"eli of o~llers, not on1\,-., 
without, but againft evidence. A bad opinion expreffed 
of a man, even upon the moft open infiaTlces of profanity, 
is often anfwered with, u 'Vhat have you to do to judge 
the heart ~" It is amazing to think what inward confola
tlon finners derive to themfelves from this cJainl of for
bearance from their fellow-creatures. Let me befeech all 
fuch to confider, that as God cannot be decei\"ed, and 
will not be mocked, fa in trutll the)1 llfually deceive none 
but themfelves. Every human affeClion, ,,:ben it is firoTlg 
and lively, will difcover itfelf by its apparent effeCts; 
and it is as true of religious affeClions as of any other, t11at 
" the tree is kno\vn by its fruitsa " 

Bllt if they have reafon to fufpeB: thenlf~l\'es ,,,'hore 
thange is not vifible to others, how nlllcll more thofe, \vho, 
if they deal faithfully, nlufi confefs they are quite ftran
gers to any.fueh thing in their o\vn hearts. I (10 not 
mean that every perfon fhould be able to give an account 
of the time and nlanner of 11is converfion. This is often 
elFed:ed in fo flow and gradua1 a manner, that it cannot 
be confined to a precife or particular pericxl. But furely 
thofe who are no way fenfible of any change in the courre 
of their affections, and the objeCts at which they are 
pointed, can fcarcely think that they are born again, or be 
able to affix a proper meaning to fo firong an expreffion. 
111ave read an obfervatioll of an eminent allthor, That 
thole who cannot remember the time when they were 
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ignorant or unlearned, have reanm to conc1u:t~ t~:Jt they 
are fo fiill: becaure, howc\'er fl,)~' a'1J illft:iI1i~ '~l~ tlie tll r' 
of improvement have been, the efTeC1s wiil at lail dt'arlj 
appear, ~y comparifon with :!P. anctihi\·c!'~t"1 Hate. JlI the 
fame mallner, .. vhoever CaOll(Jl r(·r'lel'lr.~r the ,i'f.e '. .. ·:~en 
he ferve(l the fornler I'ln~ in Ilis igllorallcc, 11,~S reafon to 
conclude that no change df{ ,.,-in:; the namt.: of regenera. 
tion, has ever }'et takell IJlace. 

It will be, perhaps, accounted an exception to th;s, thJt 
fome are fo earlv fornle<l for tile fervict! of G0\1, bv his 

J ~ 

bleffillg on a piOllS ellucatioll, and ill)1pily prefer\·ell froln 
ever entering upon the clcfiruftive paths of vice, that they 
cannot be fuppofed to recolleB: the time when they were 
at enmity \\'ith God. Bllt tllis is an objeClion of no COII

fequence. The perfons here defcribcd have generally 10 
much tendernefs of COlifcietlCe, fo deep a fenfe of tile evil 
of fin, that of all otilers, they will moil: readily d:fco\'er 
and confefs the \\rorkings of corruption in their o\\"n 11eal1s, 
and that " la\v in t}leir nlembers that warreth agaillfi the 
,~ law of God in their minds." They will be 1)f all others 
moft fenfibJe of the growth of the new, and mortificltion 
of tile old nature; alld \\rill often relnember the toll}· an(1 
vanity of youth, in infiances that by moft others would 
have been reckoned perfeCtly harmlefs. . 

\Vhat hath been faid in this feCtion, is exprefs!y defign
ed to awaken {uch fecure and cardefs formaliils as may 
have any general belief of tIle word of God. To be born 
again mull he a great change. Can you then furpore that 
}"'ou have u11(lergone this, not only without all}' applic:!
tion to it, but without fo much a:; being fenfible of it, or 
being able to difcover its proper effeCts. 

SEC T. II. 

TI,is expression, EXCEPT A ~fAN BE BORN AGAIN, all! c~hr:r 
si7nilar e:Jc.'Pression .. 't, i,nply, that tIle cllange here iJ!~('!a'c(l 
is not merely partial, hut universal. 

A NE\V' birth evidently implies an uaiverfal change. 
It muil be of the whole man, not in forne particu

lars, but in all without exception. As this is a truth 
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whirh naturally arifes from the fubjea, fo it is a truth of 
t11e jail Inomellt antI inlportance, which merits the moO: 
icrious attention of all thofe who defire to keep themfelves 
from illullon and felf:deceit in this interefiing queftion. 

Ill!lUmerable are the (leceits of Satan. If he cannot 
keep filll1ers ill abfolute blindnefs and fecurity, \Yhich is 
his firil attempt, he indufirioufly endeavors to pervert 
their views of religion, either by caufing them to miftake 
etppearances for realities, or fubftituting a part for the whole. 
'I'his branch of the fubjeCt is of the more confequenc:e, 
t!lat I am perfuaded it is peculiarly applicable to great 
numbers of the ortlinary l1earers of the gofpel as ruch. nle 
great bulk of thofe who finally fan iliort of everlafting life, 
tll0Ugll they live(l under the adlnillifiration of the \vord 
ancl facralnents, are ruined by miftakes of this kind. 
'l"here are fe\v of them, if any at all, who have at no time, 
through their whole lives, any ferious impreffions about 
tlleir fouls, \)r do nothing in the \vay of religion. There 
are fiill fewer \vho are fpeculative unbelievers, and fortify 
themfelves in their profane praCtices, by irreligious prin
ci pIes. The far greateft number do fome things, and 
abfrain fronl others, to quiet the inward complaints of can· 
icience, and mull: have fom~ broken Tee£l or other, on 
which they may reft their eternal hopes. I 

It might ferve ill general to alarm fuch perfons, that, 
as I have obferve(l abov~, the change is evidently very 
great, and tllerefore tlley Ollght not eafily to fuppofe that 
it is a~! \.\acly paft. But I n9\V adcl iOlnething frill more 
a\Vakellirlg, t:Jat the change, however great, if it is only 
partial, is not fuch as is neceffary to falvation. There may 
be a change truly gre.at in forne particular~, from one pe
riod of lite to another, not only fenfible to a man's felf, 
but ',ifible and renlarkable to others about him., \vhich yet 
is not faving, becaufe it is not general, or becaufe it is not 
perlTlallellt. TIle trltth of this obfervation, that tIle change 
lllUil be univerfal, appears from the connant tenor of the 
holy fcriptures. Thus the Pfalmill: fays, "then {hall I 
•. Qat be afhamed, when I have rdi)ect unto ALL. thy com
., mandments."~ And the apoiUe James, " Whofoever 

• Pral. cxix. 6. 
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" fhall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 
cc he is guilty of ALL."· It is indeed, fo much the Jan
guage of icripture; that it is needids to illfifl upon it. God 
will be ferved \\~ithout a rival, and \vill not fllare dOll~illi
on with any in the human heart. But what I am perfua
ded ,,,~i.ll be of OJoil ufe upon this fubjeCt, \viil be t" 110il,t 
ont, in a lew particulars, by Vlhat means a partial change 
is fometimes brought about, and how this dir.ers from thal 
which :.S fa\~ing and univerf,11. 

I. In the firfi place, fom~times a partial change ill 

point of morals, is l)rocl.Iced mere1y by a natural or ac
cidental change in age, temper, or fitu~tion. There are 
differel1t fillS to \\"Jlicb nlen are:: addiCted ill tIle differellt 
periods or fiages of the human life. 1~hefc, of conie
quence, give way to, and are fucceeded by one another. 
rrhere are, indeed, illflances of extraorciinary depravati
on in lome perfons, who" felling themfelves" like Ahab, 
to work iniquity, become the flaves of almofi every evil 
habit il1cident to human nature. Thefe, ho\vever, are 
efteemed monners even by the wor!d in general, who con
tinue in the commifilon of every fin while they can, and 
burn witu defires after them when they cannot. But it 
often happens that the folly and levity, nay, even the dir
folute licentioufilefs of youth, gives way to the ambitious 
projeCts of riper years, and the hurry of an aCtive life; 
and thefe again are fucceeded by fordid, felfifh, and cove
tous old age. In many cafes the fins are changed, but the 
difpofitioll to fin and averfion from God, renlains ftill the 
fame. Clne fin may be eafily fupplanted by ,1."!other, in 
a heart that is wholly a fhanger to renewing gr:~~e. How 
gqeatly tt.1en may men deceiv·e tl1enlfelves, 11Y (lra·~·vir!g 
tavorable conclufions from even a great and remarkable 
change in fome one or more particulars, while they con· 
tinu~ under the governnlent of fins of a differe11t kine}. It 
is of fmall confequence which of the commandments of 
God are tranfgreffed, fince they are all of equal and in
difpenfable obligation. It is of little monlent for a Inan to 
get quit of one diHemper, by contraCting another eC]l1aUy 
inveterate, and as certainly mortal. 'Vh~t prnfi~ was it 
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to the Pt.arifee that he was not all extortioner like the 
publican? his pride rendered him Ilill more odious and 
detefiabJe in tlle fight of God" . 

I may ac:ld here, that betides the common and ueceffaJ) 
change of age and t~ftl~r, a change (if :itualion, employ
ment and conoea-ions, will Jometimes \\tean a man from 
one fin and introduce an atlacllment to another. If the 
temptation is remo\,ed, the fire may be extinguifhed for 
want of fuel. The lllclil13tion to fin in Come kinds Dlay 
be thus oct"afionaUy weakened, or the commifOOn of it 
reollered impoffibJe. It is ear, to fee that fuch a change 
as tl1is can be of no avail in the fight of God; or rattler, 
to fpeak more properly, it is ooly ~ apparent. and no 
real change at aU. It is a ditference of effi:a from an aI
t~ration of circumftaoces, but arifillg from the very faDle 
c:lufe. Are there not many who may apply this refteaioll 
to tbemfelves? Are there not many who have ceali.'Ci to 
fin in fome refpeas, lx:canfe they have b..oagun to tin in 
others? Are there not maa,y '.vho are abofed and deceiv. 
ed by~his delufory view? who takt: comfort to themfelves 
by remembering fome fpedes of fins or fo!lies which they 
now fincerely and heart:Jy defpife ? Take heed that this 
be not entirely owing to your pro~efs tbrougb life, or a 
change of circum fiances and fituation. Are you not (lill 
living as much to yom·fch-es as ever? as Inucb averte 
from a life of love to, anti conllDuniol1 with God, as ever? 
Itembnber, that though your conduCt nlay be wiler and 
lnore prudellt, all(l }'our cha~\aer nlore refpefiabJe ill tile 
wodd than before" this is no proof of regenerdtion; and 
" excc))t a nlall b~ lm:ll again, he cannot fee the king
" dODl oi G()(l. " 

2. Sometimes a p.lftial change is produced by fl:ong 
OCC:.tfiOll?l (,Oll\'ii:lio!:s, ei:her iro!)l the \~ord or providence 
of Gad. "fhere are many inn~nees in which convitlions 
of fin are raifed in tIle millos of ,he hearers of the gofpcl, 
which cOlltinue in great force for foole tiole, and have a 
partial effeCl whkh mil remains.. Even a Felix is fome
times made to lrellillle at tile thoughts of a jlldglnent to 
conle. It is venr certain tllat natural COllfcience, \\:-llen . . 
awakened hy the "'ord of God, will both refirain from fin, 



and e~citc to dUt:/, e\~::n ,vbile lin t.ath the domi!)ion up-Jn 
the \vboie. As the fpirit lu£.eth aftainft t!Je dt!fb~ and tile 
fteth againll the fpirit~ ill beli..;\'ers, fo conl~iellce, lbc: 
divine wieners in the hearts of unbclie\·ers, rn3Y urge t:> 

the praCtice of duty in a ,~.tain mcifun!, ,,-hen it is not 
.ble to change the heart illwanlly and uni,-cr!aJ!y. It 
may deter from fins to which the attachment is lefs firon~, 
ellen whilft it is not able to expel a darliDJ Inn, or de. 
throne a favcrit~ idol. 

There is a remarkable esample of this charaaer in 
Herod, and his behavior to John B3p~ift. \Ve are tokI 
by tbe evmgelift l\{ark, that Herod "tt-a~d John, know
n ing that he was a juft luan and an holy, and obferved 
" bim, and when he heanlliiol he diet many things, and 
" heard him gladly."· That ~s to fa.y, he did Inany fhch 
things 3$ were leatl contr.uy to the ~nt of corru pt affec
tion. But that the change ,vas not entire is plain; 10r 
when he was reproved filr his ~loved Iuft, it only ferved 
to inftame his refcntment. and he took away the life of his 
repro\per. We find that Ahah king of Hrael, of whonl it 
is raid that he "did mon: to provoke the Lord God of 
" Ifrael to anger than all that y,-ent before him," yet hum
bled himfelf on the denunciation ol'divine wrath, and was 
fo far penitent as ferved to procure a fufpenfion of the 
temporal firoke. . 

It appears, indeed, from innumerable infiances ill 
fcripture, as well as from daily experience, that there are 
temporaPy conviaions raifed in the minds Gf many, both 
by the word and providence (\f God. It is alfo certain, 
thlt there are imperfett effects of thefe conviaions, which 
often continue a confiderable time, or rather are perpetu
al, though they are frill only partial. 1\1any finners, 
though they cantinue unrenewed, }'et dare not return to 
the fame unbounded licence as -before. Nay, there are 
fome fins .. under the penal efFetts of which they have fe. 
verely fMarted, which they llever dare afterwards to itl. 
dulge. We have a very remarl{able national infiance of 
this imperfeCt reformation in the Jews. They were at 
fh'R fhamefully and amazingly prone to idolatry, and con. 
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tinued fo under repeated ftrokes., till the terrible defolati. 
on they met with at the Babylonifu captivity; from that 
period however, notwithftanding their gl eat guilt in other 
particulars, they never rtturned to idc1atry, but to this 
day continue to have the deepeR abbOi. ence of that ca
ptt.I crime. 

There an: many particular perfons in the fame lituati.;. 
on. Some rms which have lain heavy on their confcien~ 
or for which they have revere)y fuffered in the coorfe of 
Providence, they will not commit; but others, one or 
mort .. which may be called thei: " own iniquity," they 
hold fall, and will not let them go. Are there not diffe
rent degt'ees of depravation and obftinacy to be found in 
different finn~ as well as different degttes of holinefs, 
obedien~ and fllbmifiion in·the children of God ? And 
though tl~en. is cfually a progrefs in the firO: tc the worfe, 
as well as in the laR to the better, }~t Rill there may be 
particular fins which they dare not commit, and particular 
duties which they diligently difcbarge. Nay, this partial 
chiraaer is often the very thing that blinds their mind~ 
and ('A)ntinues their fecurity in ala habitllal alienation ot' 

--heart from the life and power of' true religion. , 
Are there not many cufiomary Chriftians who bave a 

form of godlillefs, and, though they are utter flrangers to 
communion with God, yet nothing win induce them to 
part with their form? Are there not many whom it \vouJ(1 
be unjuft to brand with tIle groffer crimes of profane 
f\vec:ring, fenfual riot, or uncl~an lull, who yet Ilave their 
hearts fet upon the \Vorld, which they Jove and purfue, 
and on which they ren lvith complacency, as their f\~'eet
eft portion? Are all outwardly decent alld fober perions 
ready to take up the crors, and fo}lo\v their mailer witllout 
the camp? Are they ready to f()rfake '" houfes and bre
"thren, and fillers and lands, yea, and their own life 
" alCo, for his fake and the gofpel's?" And yet without 
this they cannot be his difciple3. There are many hanI 
fayings in religion, which ordinary profeffors cannot bear, 
and with which they never comply. Remember the cafe 
of the young man who carne to our Saviour, and fpoke 
with fo much modefiy and difcretion, but could not bear 
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this great trial: c& Then Je.us beholding him, loved him, 
" and filid unto him, One thing thou lackcll: go tby wa\" , 
•• fell ,,·h.ufoever thou haft, and give to the poor, and 
" thou fhalt h:ave treafill"e in he.l\·c:n; and come, take up 
" the crofs and follow Jne,- Anti he was fad at t)lat fa\--

, " 
" ing, and went away gricnd, for he had great poiTefIi-
•• ODS."· 

3. Sometimes a partial cbange is I)roduced, in a gr~at 
meafure, even by the )o,"e and attachment wbich men 
have to fome one darJing and go~eming 6n. The Jets 
lvilling they are"to cut off the right band, and to pluck Ollt 

the right eye, the more zealous and lliligent they will be 
nlother things, to alone for the indulgence, or to cover it 
from their own obfervation. How careful is a PhariJee 
to tithe mint, anifc:, and cummin, while he negle8s the 
weightier matters of the law? How does he " make broad 
c& his phy laaerie~ and enlarge the botders of his gar
u men~" while he is defeaive in ,~ judgment, men.-y and 
" fiUth 1" How did the anci~nt Jews come with thoufands 
of rams and ten thoufand rivers of oil, while living in the 
habitual neglefi of fome of the moft imJ?Ol1ant brancbes 
Qf the divine law? 'Ve bave an appofite example of this 
in the condu£\: of Saul, when fent againfl Amalek: he 
fpared of the fpoil what was good, though he was com
manded to dellroy it, and then pretended tG Dtake a free 
uncommanded offering of fac~·~~ce unto God, for which he 
met with thisjuft and revere reprimand: "Hath the Lord 
" as great delight in burnt-offerings and facrificeSt as in 
" obeying the voice of the Lord? Beilold, ta obey is better 
"than {acritice, and to hearken than the fat of rams."f 
'Ve ftt every day innumerable inftances of the fame kind ; 
when there is any fin which men are willing to (pare, 
which they defend with arguments, or palliate with a· 
cufes, they are fo much the nlore .ready to over .do in (uch 
duties as are not fo contrary to:he prefent current of un· 
fanltified afFeaion.-From all this )·ou will plainly fec, 
that no man ought to judge of himfelf by the greamefs of 
the change in any ilarticular» unlefs it is univerfaJ, and 
without exceptlon. 
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SEC T. III. 

Fr~n: t,~~.lt ,J;~;-d3, EXCEPT A )IAN BE BORN AGAI~, HE CA~
NO~ :;~E TH~ ~INGDO)( Of GOD, Qild ct/J~r Sill1i/ar ~xpr~s
ai,ns in the holy 8rriptur~s, we Inay infer that the chang~ 
here intended isntJt mereJ~ EXTERNAL and IMPEKfECT, b'lt . -

IN\,: AP.D, ESSENTIAL and COXPLEA T. 

I MIGHT have divided this obfervation into t\VQ parts, 
and treated of them feparately; firft ihewing that it is 

not all out\vard and apparent only, but an internal and 
real change; fecondly, th~t i~ is nQt an imperfea ~hange, 
or differe~ce in degree only, but a compleat and effential 
change of the whole charad:er. But a~ the illuftration of 
there t\VO mtlft have nece1farily in a great meafure coinci
d.ed, and they are very clofe.Iy conneaed~ I have chofeo 
to join them °to.gether. ° ° ° 

That what ih,-U be faid on this fubjeCl may be the more 
ufefQl ° and profitable, I \yill endeavor to explain, in as 
clillinfl and fiinpleo °a tnanner as I am able, what you are 
to underfiand by th~ abQve remarka Th~ firO: part of it 
\\~ill be moll eafily coolpreherKled, that it is Rot an exter
nal only~but an internal change 0; that the mon apparent. 
ly {tria and regu1ar converfation, the moft fault1ers elif
r,L1arge of out\vard duties, will not be fufficient, while the 
heart eontinuoes en~aved to fin in general, or under the 
d3minion of any particular luft. Th~ nther part of the 
r~"'n.ark is, t~t the change mun not only be imperfea:, or 
in degree, but efferitiaJ°and compleat. That is to fay, it 
is not fuflicient that a man be fOlnewhat lefs \vicked than 
before:, that h~ not only gives up fome fIns, but uie mode~ 
ratiQn in others j' nay, though he be- lJnder fome'degree of 
tefiraintuniverfally, iffiill there is not what may be call. 
ed an effential change of charaCter, ° ifftill fin has ~he arcen. 
delley upon the whole; though its dominion lle not fo Ull

controlled," as before. "', , 
Sin may certain1y ha\'e the chief feat in the affeCtions, 

tlwugh it hath not altogether quietand peaceable poffeffion. 
rrhere mull: alwaY5 be fame governing prinCiple, which l 

properly fpeaking, confiituter; the charaCter. As our Sa-



~iour tells us, " No mall can ferve t\yO m:tfiers ; for either 
" he ,viii hate the one and love L~ other, or eIre he will 
" hold to the one and aefpife the other; ye cannot fen"e 
" God. an(l mammon.". Grace and corruption are op
pofite .--- their natures, and mutually deftrutlive of eacb 
other, fo far as they prevail: and therefore the great quef. 
lion is, not 110W far any 01' them is altered from whilt it 
was formerly in itfe1f, hut bow far it prevails in oppofition 
to the other, and hath truly the government of the man. 
I find it extremely difficult to communicate this truth in 3 

fiOlple and intelligible manner, fo as to be level to the 
lncaneft capacities. And it is little wonder; for ~rt' 
lies the chief part of the deceitfulnefs of fin. It will, I 
hope, be better underfto<Xl by what is now to be added, 
both for its proof and illuftration. 

'fhat 'what I ha,-e above aBerted is agreeable to the ana- . 
logy of faith, aQd a part of the will of God, may eafily he 
made appear. It is the conflant uniform dOCtrine of the 
holy fcriptures. There we find it is the peculiar prero.. 
ga~ive of God, that he feeth and jlldgeth the heart. By 
tillS his know ledge is diftinguilhed from, and exc~ls all 
crea.ted unclerfianding, and therefore, as no appearance 
will deceive, fo no infincere profefiion will be accepted by 
him: "For the JArd feeth not as man feeth, for man 
~, looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord look. 
'c eth on t~e heart."t rro this purpofe is the exhortati. 
on of D~vid to his ron Solomon: "And thou Solomon, 
" my fon, know thou. the God of thy father, and fente him 
" with a ~rfea heart and with a wiDing mind, for the 
" Lord fearcheth all hems, and underftandeth all the ima~ 
" ginations of the thoughts."! 

'fIle ~refs that is laid on this in fcriptllre, and the fre. 
quent repetition of the ~'ord " heart," can llardly Ilave ef: 
caped the notice eYeD of the moft eurfory reader, or the 
Jnofi: fuperficial obferver.. We find the confent of dee heart 
required as indifpenfably and chiefly neceffary, and that 
as diftinguifhed from outward and apparent obedience, 
which, w.i~hout it, will be of no value. '" My fon, give me 

., , 
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u thine heart,," fays Solomon, " and let thine eyes ohferve 
" m"- ,,-ays.". '\\:-e find an inward chang~ of heart and 
dif~lition promiied by God as the work of his Spirit all~ 
c!Tace: "A new heart aJfo willi give you, and a new fpl
~ Tit will I put within you; and I will take way the Jiony, 
u Jle:u-t out of your ftefh, and I will give you an heart of 
U f1e1h, and I will Jlut my Spirit within you, and caufe 
U you to walk in my liatutes, and ye thall keep my judg
u Olents and do them."t 'Ve find the faDle thing im
plored by ~nitent finners, as nece[ary t6 their recovery ~ 
., Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right 
.t fpint within me."; .And we find the duty ofreturn:ng 
penitents, prefcribed in the \~ry fame terms: "can away 
" from you all your tranfgrellions, whereby ye have tranl: 
u greffed, and nlake yau a new heart and a new fpirit; for 
" why will ye die, 0 'loufe ofIfrael."l 

I fhall only further obferve, that we find in fcripture all 
integrity of heart required to real religion; that is to fay, 
tllat the lo~·e of God IllUil be the commanding governing 
)lriucipJe, that there mun be no divided or rival affection 
iufl~rC(l to reolaill: &C For the Lord YOllr God preveth }'OU, 
,,( to kn~\\· \\'hether you Jove the Lord your God with an 
" y~ur heart and witb ali your foul,", rrhe firft duty CJf 
&, the Inorallaw runs ill there terms: "Thou fhalt love 
" the Lord thy God with all thy hean, and with all thy 
ac fou!, and with all thy mind;"·" which, as a precept of 
the gofpel, is explained by the following paffage; "He 
'e that lovtth father or mother Blore than mc. is not \vor
u thy of me; and he that loveth fon or daughter more 
&( than me, is not worthy (;f me,"tt If, to any, the col
lelling of 10 Dlany pafTages of fcripture feem tedious, it is 
entirely owing to the abulldance an(l commanners of them. 
It \vere eaiy to have added ten times the number to thofe 
which have been already quoted, a circumftance to which 
I particularly· beg the reatler's attention, as it fets III the 
!irollgel~ liJ!.~ the certainty and in;portance of this truth. 
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Having fo far confirmed and cfiablifbed the obfervation 
from the facred oracles, I would willingly illufirate and 
apply it a little more particularly. And as truth feldom 
receives greater light from any thing than frool a difcove
ry of the oppofite errors, I fhall point out by what means 
iometimes an apparent or imperfe~ change is produced, 
which is not inward and e[entiaJ. This I apprehend will 
be effeEted by a ",iew of the following charaaers, C!\'ery 
where to be met with. I. A charaCter formed upon a 
well-conducted felfifh principle. ~. One that is fupreme. 
ly governed by reputation, and a defire of honor and re
fpc:Ct ffom men. 3. One that is influenced by a religi
ous principle, in which a fpirit of bondage and fiavilh fear 
chiefly predominates. 

In the lirft place, there is a charaCter in the world which 
may be faid to be formed upon a wen-conduCted felfifJ, 
principle. It may be faid indeed, in general, of every 
unienewed perron, that in fuell a 11eart God is dethroned, 
and felf, in one fbape or other, is exalted, is fet in his place 
and reigns in his ftead: but what I have chiefly in view 
at prefent is, to point out the charaCter of thofe who, in all 
thore parts of tlleir conduct ,vhich a[Ulne tIle name of re· 
ligion or of virtue, are chiefly aCtuated not by a fenfe of 
duty, but by an intention to promote their own prefent 
fatisfaB:ion and comfort. It is the Janguage of experi
ence and found rearon, as well as of the word of God, 
" that tIle wicked \vorketh a deceitful work." There are 
many itnmediate and fenfible bad confequences of vice 
and wickednefs. Some who have already 'marted under 
their effeCts, tnay, therefore, in many infiances avoid 
th~m, without any due fenre of the evil of fin as againft 
the law of God, or taking his fervice as their hearty and 
unfeigned clloice. 

Let us give fome examples of this. A man may avoid 
intemperance and excels, purely or chiefly, becaufe it is 
hurtful to his ~lealth, and illtrocluces fuell (\iior(lers into Ili$ 
frame as incapacitates him for relifhing even the pleafures 
of the world and of fenfe. A man may find from experi
ence, that being injurious to others in word or in deecl~ 
nay, even refcnting the injuries done to himfdf, r:\ifes up 
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fo nlany enemies, and fo Illflames every little irlCi(lent, a~ 
greatly to difiurb his peace. He may therefore be patient 
and forbearing, whilll it is not owing to any lneeknefs of 
mind, or government of his paffions from a fenfe of duty, 
but merely to the ftrength" of his judgment1 and his fall
ing upon the fitteR way of promoting his own cate. I t is 
preciiely this fort of men who may often be obferved to 
be reafonable, modeft, and felf-cleniecl, ill their deportll)tllt 
in the world in general, but favage and tyrannical, or 
peevifh and dilcontented in their own families, where 
there are none upon equal terms with them, or able to 
make a formi<lablc refitiance to then}. A wife man may, 
UpOll tIle whole, by refleCtion difcover, that \vhat gives 
the higheft relifh and poignancy to every fenfible enjoy
ment is, to habituate himfelf to fome degree of felf·denial~ 
to conduCl: them with decency, and to ufe them with fo
briety and moderation. When this conduct, as indeed is 
commonly the cafe, is the fruit of ~xperience, it is fo fenli. 
ble a change, that it often pare~ itfelf not only on others, 
but even on the perron concerned, ior a religious change. 
But if the change is not in"vard as well as outward, if the 
affeaions ftill flo\v ill the f,~nle channel, though they are 
better hemmed in and preferved from impetuofity and ex
cei"3; if the fource of happinefs is ftiH the tame, though 
it is more fparingly or more wifely indulged, it is plainly 
the old nature, and the perfon cannot be faid to be born 
again_ He is outwardly regular, and comparatively lefs 
wicked than before, but cannot be raid to love and ferve 
(,od " \vith all his heart and with all his foul." 

vV e may Jearn from this very important leffon, to dlf
tinguifh between human virtue and religion, between a 
decent and blamelefs carriage upon motives of prefent 
COI1\1eniency, allcl a new nature, or a gracious nate. I 
know fome are highly diffatisfied at making any diflinCti
on of this nature"!; but is it not plainly poffible that fuch a 
cllaratter as is defcribed above may exifi? Is it 110t alfo 
lliain, {or reafolls too obviollS to be infified on, tllat it can
not deferve the name of a new or fpiritual birth? And is 
it not, therefote the duty of minifiers of the gofpd to put 
111Cll ill lnincl of tllis, as ,veIl as e\,'ery olhcr [ouree of ielf. 



On Regeneration. 

deceit? Nay, the necem~y in one view is )!1"e~ltefi, in futh 
a caJe as tllis, that \ve Inay \Varll thof~ ot' tilt!ir (langcr \\·'10 
}!a\~e a llalne to live \vhile tlley are d::ad. tllat \ve Il&ay 
1hake the llrong-hold of the prefumptuous felf-applauding 
for llalifl, \vho is often more deaf all(l illfel1fible to tIle 
things tfll~ belong to his pl!ace, than the mon ab~njolled 
profligate. 

Is th-;:re any ready to fay, 'V-hy do yo:.! take upon you 
to judge tile heart, and 4icril)e \\·hat }'OU (lruil COtltC!fs to 
be excellent and amiable in itf~lf, to \vrong 111C1tives allt! 
an irreligious principle? I anfwer, I judge no man·s 
l1eart; but, ,vI1ile I leave it to the dccifi\·e jlld~lnellt of 
God, would willingly fubjeCt its aCtings to its own review. 
It is but all appeal to the inward court of confcience, or 
rather a citation of the perfon, with confcience as the wit· 
nels, to tIle tribuilli of hitll that " trietll tile reillS ancl tile 
" heart." But, after all, there is no ddiiculty in going a 
fiep farther. We may often know the" tree by its fruits." 
We may often difcern the falfehood of thefe pla!.lfible mo
ralifis, by an habitual worllilillefs of temper allci cOn\1erfa
tion, llY a great indifference abou~ the or(.iinances and \VOT· 

{hip of God; nly, fometimes a bold and a\·owed oppofi
tiOll to vital experimental religion, to the language and 
exercifes of the fpiritual life. 

-To prevent the mifunclerltanding of what hath been 
raid, it will be neceffary to oblerve, that I intend nOl to 
d~ny tlle pro~)riety or the ufe of there affifiant motives, as 
they nlay be calle(l, Wl1ich arife from the prefent bCl1efit 
alltl ati vanta!~e of trtle religion. I have fai(l only, tl1at tIle 
obedience or reformation \vhich flo\vs from 110 11igher prin
cil)Ie, is not fuell as will he acceptable to God; it is not 
that change which is nc:cefrary before we can enter into 
life eternal. There are, 110\vever, vario:ls utes to \vhich 
thefe confiderations may jufily, and ought in duty to be 
apl)liecl. Tl~:ey ought to lc'1.tisfY l!S of tile excellence arId 
trlltli of religi,:>n in generC' .. l, and to be procluct(l in oprofi. 
tion to th~ licentious and profane topics of converfation, 
1'0 often to be met with in promifcuous company. 'Vhen 
nny one begins to declaim in favor of lun and fenfuality, 
:lnd alledges that nat ure has given us ddires, and why 

\! () I~. I ~ I) 
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ihould it give them, but in order to their gratification ? 
Let the hearer immediately obferve, that by the corruption 
of nature, our appetites are greatly inflamed, 'and not at 

- all in a found fiate; that, as is plain from the moft incon
tefted experience, the beft and mofl defirable enjoyment 
of any fenfible delights is, that thankful, felf-denied, D10-

derate ufe of them, Wllich the \vord of God allthorifes or 
pre fc ribes. 

The fame re6eaions ulay very properly fe"e for 
awakening groffer finners tn a fenfe of their danger. The 
prodigal feerns to have been firft brOll~ht to himfelf by a 
deep refleCtion upon his own folly. But he did not refl 
here: he did not content hilnfelf with endeavoring to re
cover, by fobriety and induftry, the wealth which he had 
fquandered away, but returned to his father for the for
givenefs of his crime. In the fame manner, no doubt, 
the loCs of health, fnbfiance, and reputation, filould COD

vince the finner of the evil of his ways. This argument 
is ufed by the apoftIe Paul: "What fruit had ye then in 
" the things of which ye are now alhamed ?". But I 
would never cal) that religion, which proceeds to no 
higher views; nor that repentance, which is completed 
by no better principle. 

Such reflections iliolll(l alfo l1e improved by every" good 
mall, to imprefs his mind with a deep fenfe of the good
nefs of God. Every thing that he tommands is truly 
mort eligible in itfelf, and moil beneficial to us. His will 
is as gracious as his authority is abfolute. Religion's 
"ways are \val'S of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 
,; peace."t 'VeIl might our bleifed Mafier fay, " Take 
" my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek 
" and lowly in heart, and ye fhall find ren unto your 
" fouls: for my yoke is eafy, and my bl ~,en is light."! 
This fhould daily difpofe us to thankfuln ... fs to that God 
wl!o furrouncls us witll his c~re, and who follows us with 
loving-kindnefs and with tender mercies. His very rc
firaints are favors, his commands are bleflings. 

Is it poflible to avoid adding, that the fame views fhould 

• Itom. vi. 21. t Prove iii. 1-;. t Matth. xi. 29, 30. 
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be made ufe of to fortify us againft temptation? '\'.en a 
fenfe of duty is the prevailing clefire, \'le may very fa.fcly 
corroborate it with all thefe inferior confideratiol1s. It 
1hould make fin tIle more hateful and abominable, and 
prevent us from yielding to that party which nill fecretly 
pleads for it in our imperfeBly fanctified hearts. 

Before I leave this branch of the fuhjea, I mull: fpe.tk a 
few words to finners of a diflerent charaCter. It~ tIlen ma
ny (lecent and regular perfons are neverthelefs under the 
wrath of G()(l, wha~ terror {hOll)() this give to the more .' 
openly profane, who are living in in fiances of grofs wick. 
ednefs? How many are there to be tound anlong us, nay, 
how many appear from Sabbath to Sabbath in our wor
lhipping affemblies, who live in the habitual pradice of 
fome of the moR llotorious crimes? How nlany, \v!to live 
in a bold defiance of the truths and laws of OUi" great 
Maller, who are not only fiained with original poUution. 
but laboring under a daily increafing load of at,tual guilt? 
Are there not rome fwearers and blafphemers of the great 
and dreadful name of God? Some defpifers and profaners 
of his holy day? Some who add drunkennefs to thirft, 
wafting the creatures of God by diflipating their own fub
fiance, defacing the image of God by underlnining their 
own health, at one and the fame time procuring and haf. 
tening their final defirufiion ? Are there not fome walking 
in the luft of uocleannefs? Some retaining, without ref
titution, the gain of unrighteoufnefs? Is it not furprifing 
that fuch do not trelnble at the word of God? Can there 
be any doubt tbat all of the above charaClers are unrenew
eel? Is there any pretence for their deceiving thenlfelves ? 
There is no juft e~cufe even for the more regular and 
fober building their hope on a falfe foundation, but there 
is not fo much as a fhadow of excufe for them. Dare any 
ruch entertain a doubt (\f a judgment to come? Can any 
nlortal be infenfible of the precarioufnefs of time? The 
king of terrors lays his hand upon one after another, as he 
receives a commiffion from the King of kings; and it is 
difirefting to think in what an unprepared flate many rew 

ceive the fummons, which llevertheIefs they muft of ne· 
cellityobey. 
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Whoever thou art "9ho readen there Jives, if thou art 
yet unrenewed; hut particularly if thou art one of tbofe 
whofe fins are open and manifeft, I befeech thee in Uee 

moft edmefl manner, to be reconciled unto God. (, E~. 
" hold now is the accepted tillIe, behold now is the (lay 
" of falvation. God is in Cbrift reconcilinJ! the \\orld 
" unto himfelf., not' imputin~ their trefpflffes unto thtnl .. " 
The blood of this Saviollr is of infinite \'aloe. Jiis ~pirit 
is of irrefifiibl~ 'eHi«:acy JI He is " ahle to rave to tlte \lt~ 
Cl ~ermoft all that come unto God by him." Delay not 
one moment. Give imme<Jiate than~s that tl~ol. :trl not 
alreally in the pl~ce of 'torment. lklieve ira tht- Son of 
God lor righteoufnefs and tlren~h. Add not to all thy 
ether fins agtliilft him, by undervaluinj! his at(\llt"lnent all{} 

defpairin!! of mercy. And may it pleale God. bJ his own 
power,· to reach thy heart, to fnatch thee as a hr:md from 
the bunling, and make thee an everlafting DlODun.c:nt of 
his grace ant} love • 
. . ~. In the fecond place, we may often find an appear

ance of religi6n' or virtue in a charaCt~r, fllpremely go
verned by reputation, ;)r a defire of n:!{kcl and honor 
from the world. I fay fupremely J.'overnt.d, hecau:le no 
doubt there may be a mixture of othc:r principles "'i.llft 
this is the leading .. the dirt8ing, a!ld the gov~miu)! view. 
I am fenfible there are fome \\,ho h~ve no ot).cr vie\,: of 
any kinli, by a religious proteffion, than to deceive others ; 
and under the fair difgu;fe of piety and feeming delotion, 
to carry on, with nlore tecurityand f\tecefs" their l'nripl-.te': 
OUS defigns. That {orne ruch are to be fOU'lld in the \\ orl(l, 
fad experien~e is· a melancholy proof. The greatnefs of 
their guilt it is not eafy to conceive, and fiill more diffi. 
cult to exprefs. As it muft always proceed upon a known 
deliberate contempt of God" there is ufuaUy Illch a haT(l~ 
nefs of heart and feare{lnefs of confcience at!endin~ it, 
that there is litt!e probahility of making any imllreflion 
upon them: or rather ~o fpeak more properly, they have 
all the fymptoms of being given up of GOO and left to 
themfelves. But there is fomdhing extremely harth and 
unnatural in fufpeCting any of u,ilful deliberate hypocrifr, 
till it is plainly and openly deteaed. The truth is, I am 
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per(oac.1c:d, th3t as it is 3 dreadfu~, fo it is 3 ra~ dlan8er. 
·fhe far ~ater paTt of th:)fc \\'ho are under the power of 
bypocrify, dec:ei'~,- ~mfc:h-cs as nnlch a~ 01' T.theT more 
than the world.. There Ian fan mon: pro~lly in my way 
to be ronfidend, as ha"ing undergone a fccming or ap
~nt.. without any ~al chan~~. 

In order to illuftrate tl)e char~aer anc.! Ilate of thort! whf' 
are fupremely go9~rncd by reputation or a ddire of honor 
and refpc:a, it wiJi be proper to obtCrve~ that 3$ the: J~". 
of' God is a tranfcript of his o\yn perfefl inherent exc~J .. 
Jence~ true reliJ!ion muft be in 'tfelf amiable and love;y .. 
Nay, it rotdl ~p~ar fo e\'en in t~ eyes of thole who 3re 
en)!a~ in a nat~ oppofttion to its intereft.. ~·ou \\'ill 
faJ-" holt, is this pollible? 'S it not a manifeft contradi8i, 
on? I anfwer, That th:)u~h the fpint and »rincipJes from 
,,"h~ch trlle nligion mu:l flow, be dittttl}- contrary to the 
bent of an unrt:ne,,-ed heart, yet t~iT clfc:fls a~ both 
:tliliable'and beneficial. Bad men cannot cn(lure inward 
mo"i~!ation and feJt:dcnial, being bumbled as fin~rs in 
tile fi~ht of God, jutiifi~ fiedy by his gtace~ fanaified by 
his Spirit, and having nothing whereof to glory. Againft 
tilde vit .. l prindpl~ of piety the nat1:ra1 mind fets itfelf 
with viol~nc:e" and the unrenewed heart rites with indig
Ilation, Bllt tIle efl'ea of true rcligit\n, or a di!i~-ent com~ 
pJi.allce \vith the duties of the nlonllaw, as it is anliabl~ 
in itidf, !O it is .lfl\ of good report among men. \\·e ~ 
told in fl~ripture, "th:tt the righ!eous is more excellent 
" tha.n his neighbo~-.. ~:- And the apoftle Paul exhorts us 
to our duty in the following tenDs: u Finany br~thren, 
'c \vhatfoe~er thitlgS are true, \\~hat!Oever ,hin~ ~re bondI, 
" whatfoc,"er b'lin,s are lo\-ely, whatfoever things are 0' 
cc ~ report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
" praire, think on there things.."" 

Docs not this at onc~ difcover ho\v many nlay attain to 
a conftderable degree of regularity in the p:aaice of their 
duty, while their governinR prindple is no bett~r than ~ 
defire of the ~fieem of others.. That charaaer acquires a 
value in their eyes, which is in general repute, and ",ill 

• PI:i!. iv. s. 
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ret them in the mofi favorable light. ·fhis hath often a 
fecret and infenfible influence, to \Vhich they themfelves 
do not attel1d. Wtlat favors the deceit is, that -many of 

~ 

the very tame duties are commanded in the law of God, 
and reputable in the fight of man. They gladly embrace 
them therefore as the fervice of God: it p1eafes them to 
think, they fhall by this means be acceptable to him. 
·rhey fondly flatter themfelves, that this is the chief ground 
of their ~hoice, and are not fel1fible that they are but of. 
fering incenfe to their own vanity. Self-partiality often 
hides the truth from our vie\v, and conceals the cllief 
fprings and nlotives of aCtion. Since diford~r was intrO
dllced into the human frame by fin, tllere is no creature 
whore charaCler is fo mixed, variable, inconfinent, and \ 
fcU:contraditlory as nlan. Other creatures are regular 
and Ulliform, and Readily fulfil their funCtions; their Ila· 
ture and difpofition nlay be known without anlbiguity, and 
they always reach their end. But man is, as it were, 
tom to pieces by tIle conflicting principles of light and 
(}arknefs; and fronl the di1ferent and contrary fymptoms 
which often appear, it is hard to tell in ",hat clafs he fhould 
be ranged. 

From this will evidently appear, the net:effity of an in
\'lard and effential change. That which is done to gain 
the applaufe of men, wiJl never be reckoned an accepta
ble part of the fervice of God. On the contrary, he holds 
it in the higheft detefiation. See the exhortation of our 
Saviour: "Take heed that you do not your alms before 
" men, to be feen of them, otherwife ye have no re\vard 
" of your Father which is in heaven.". I cannot help 
obferving here, that men of this charaCter may be divi
ded into two claffes, who commonly flate themfelves in 
oppofition to, and have the greateft hatred or contempt for 
each other, arId yet are acted by one COOlmon principle. 

There are fome who feern chiefly to confine their views 
to a fair and honorable carriage" in their correfpondence 
ClI1G commerce bet\veen Jnan and man. Thefe are com
monly pcrfons of higher rank, and all who defire to emu-

:4t ::\ ora f- • h " ., .. l ," .. l t • I. 
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late them, an(l \villi to be claire<) with thenl. III fucll, ~u
nor ho1ds the place of religion; or, at leall, is a iuperior 
and more powerful principle. They would not willingl}· 
ftain their reputation with any thin~ that i~ bare or mean. 
according to the flanuard they have formed to thenlfcl\~es 
of decency of charaCter and dignity of carriaRc. l"his 
ftandard of decency, however, is very changeable. It is 
either more narrow or more extenfive" according to t~= 
fentiments of thore with whom they moR trequently CO;)· 

verfe. And there is often fome mixture of religion, which 
ferves under, and co-operates with, the commanding mo
tives. 

There are 'Vall: multitudes of this charaCter in the pre
fent age, who cannot be defcribed in jufler or more fign:
ficative terms than thore of the Apoftle Paul; they ar~ 
" conformed to this world." They tread in its ileps, 
they aCt upon its maxims, they a1k its approbation, all(1 
they have their reward. 

How far {uch perfons are from being renewe~ in the 
fpirit of their Inind, and hOlY much they are the fen~ants 
of men, may be plainly difco\iered by the following fign ; 
that they are alm~fr as much afhamed of unfafnionable 
duties, as of difhonorable crimes. Ho\v diHerent is their 
boafted dignity of mind from a tnlly holy refolution and 
{;oriftian magnanimity? Are there not fome, whoie inte
grity in ordinary caies may be depended on, and who 
would abhor the thoughts of a mean and dirty aCticm

l 
as 

it is ufually Riled, but who would be covered .with nearly 
equal 1hame, if furprifed in any act of devotion, as if de. 
teCted in difhonefiy and fraud? How many, who would 
brave the king of terrors in the field of battle, from a fenfe 
of honor; but who, though far fronl being infidels, have 
not fufficient courage to worihip in their families, the great 
Creator and Preferver of men? Such may fee the recep
tion they fhall meet with at laft, and even feel the jUflice 
of their own condemnation, in thefe words of our Saviour: 
" Whofoever, therefore, fhall he afhamed of me, and (\f 
" my words, in this adulterous and finful generation, of 
" him alfo fuall the Son of man be afhamed, when J:t: 

" cometh in the glory of his Father, with the hoty anJds. , .• 
• l\fark. \iii. ~~. 



There are o~bers of a different Ibmp .. who fe:k the ap
prolution of m~n, more by an appearance of piety ilud 
tietUiOll, :lad the duties of the firli table of the Ja\v. n)at 
there a..re rome tilch ailo, not olliv the word of GOt), btlt 

• 
c.laily6pe~nce pt:ts beyond all doubt orquelHcn. u ·rhis 
" peopl~'~ tuth our Lonl .. " dr.a\,·eth nigh unto me with 
" their mOl1th~ :111\1 hOllOreth mc with their lips, hllt their 
~t heart is far from in~ I~. I Jet a:i,le, both ill this a1\(1 ill 
the former inftanc~, the caft! of gTofs, inte~ldetl) al1d (ie
liberat~ hypocril~". But are :h;!te not many., \VDO, ill their 
reli~O\1S d\ltie~ f~'l!m cllie!Jy to ha\-c ill vie\v the attaining 
or preferving the dlo.:c:m anti approoation of ethers? They 
are not determined frunl all)· ill\nrd and perion~ convic
tiOll of the excellence or ll~~flity of re)i~on i btlt from 
their youth up .. they ha\~e Uill hew rdigion fpoken of 
\vith rev~-ttnce, and fcen ~iigious ~rfons treated with 
rd'peU. l'his nlakes thenl confide. all elltire negleCt of 
n:ligious dllties as fllalllellll rather than finful; aocl rome 
deglC:e of profdfed attachment to them, as neceJfvy to 
their cbaraac:r and cn.'tlit. 

1'his, like olany olher moti.es,I)'ls a firong, though at 
tIle fame tilllC! all il1fenfillie iI16l~erlce, and \\·Ilen mixed 
lvitIl imperft!cl. conviai(~~s cf fill, \\~ill prOOtlCe no flllalJ 
deglee of reguiarity ill n:li~iOtlS e~erciJes, \\'"hile yet the 
heart is habitually let tlPOll the \\~orld. In whatever age 
or place tllerc is:t reguli\r fllld ienled :1dr. .. ~illi!lration of 
tile omillallces of Chrllr, th~r~ ~~'ill be mall" \\~hore reli • 

.j 

~wiOll is 110 Illorc! tll~\ll a blinl! illli!~ltioll of ot;ler~ alld a 
(iefire uf iOlne title to tilat ch:lrJ.ct-:r \"hich is ill efi~em and 
TC~llte for the tinle bcillg. \\'''It:fe\'c:r tl,ere is ~llucll reaJ9 

there will dUO be: ;nucn counterfeit religion. \\TOerc:ver 
there is mllch trllC I)iet}p" it is al\\·a~'s loa(led \vith t~le 
(leeKl weight of many cufiQll\ary pro~~(fors. \V nerevt'r 
tJlere is Inllch out\\'ar(l eltee.ll \vc\itiil~ itr)()n tile fer\~allts 
of GOli, tilere \\'ill aJ\\'avs ll\: 111,,(1\" of thef~ fair .. \\-eatller 

.I -4' 

.:hriilians, who follow Chrili whilll the p:-o~~ffion is ho. 
norable, but are unacquainted with th~t part of his fer. 
\"ice, which coufilis in taking U~) t~e ctofs, and fu!Ic:ring 



On RIg~In-alitJII. 

reproach. Their charaael~ is well defcribed by our Sa. 
viour .. under the image of feed falling upon fiony places. 
" lie that received the feed il1tO Hooy places, the fame is 
" he that heareth the 'A·ord, and anon \vith jO}· ret:ei\~eth it. 
l' Y ct hath Ile not root in himfelf, but (lureth for a \\,hile ; 
" for when tribulation or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the 
k wonl, by and by he is offended."· 

3. In the third place, there is Rill another charaCter 
different from both the foroler, in \Vilich there may be an 
apparent and ilnperfea, while there is no com pJeat alllt 

etl'ential change. The charafier I have naw in \'jew, is 
formed upon religious principles .. but in which a fpirit of 
bondage and flavifh fear greatly preclominatcs. It is otten 
difficult, according to the fcriptllTe expreffion rightly to 
divide the word of truth : it is difficult to point out the er
rors by \\rhich men deceive thelnfe}\yes, allu miflake tile 
fhadow for the fubft~nce, and at tile fame time to caution 
them fo diflinaJy~ as that terious perfons may not be 
alarmed» their peace and comfort interrupted by unne. 
ceffary or iU.grounded fears, Perhaps there are few fub
jet.CU in which this difficulty is greater .. than the one I 
have now mentioned. I pray that God, for Chrift·s fake, 
may enable me to open the truth in fuch a manner, as 
may conv.inee and awaken thofe who have hitherto 11l1ilt 
\\'itil untempered mortar, and may give additional peace 
and confolation to thofe who have " fled for refuge, to lay 
" hold of the hope ret before them." 

That it is of importance to open this charatler, every 
one may, upon a litlie refleCtion, be fenfible. There are 
many who will not find themfelves included in any of the 
t\\·o former. Upon the moft candid examination, COIl

fcience bears them witllefs, that they have more in vie\v 
than merely prefent eafe and comfort, or the approbation 
of others. They have often a. ftrong impreffion of the im
portance of "0 endlefs eternity. This hath a fenfible and 
confiderable influence upon their condua, and is a motive 
quite diftioCt from worldly pleafure. It compels them to 

.duties out of the reach of human obfervation, and there-
• rvIatt. ·xi\i. 20~ ~ 1. . . 

Q. 



;1 Practical rreatise 

fore they cannot think that the praife of men is their higb. 
eft aim. 

But are there not many ruch under the dominion of 
fear? that is to fay, confcience in fome meafure awaken .. 
ed, denounces vengeance againfi: the breaches of the law 
of God; providential difpenfations fill them with a terror 
of divine power; they know they cannot live always, and 
tremble to think what {hall become of them after death. 
WelJ, perhaps the reader will fay, with fome furprife, is 
this wrong? No, fo far their exercife coincides with that 
of real penitents. But here, if I may fo exprefs it, the 

. ways part afunder: the real penitent, by a difcoyery of the 
intrinfic evil of fin, of the mercy of God and the great 
foundation of a finner's hope, is led in the way of peace; 
his heart is truly chal1ged, and brought llnder the influ. 
ence of the love of God, whom he obeys as his law-giver; 
to whom he fubmits as his Lord; and in whom he refts as 
his portion. But there are others, who, by abftinence 
from fome fins, againft which the reproofs of confcience 
are mon diftina and fevere, and by the formal difcharge 
of many religious duties, endeavor to le[en their fears; 
to lay a foundation for a precarious peace; and, as it 
were, by a conly facrifice, to purrhafe an immunity from 
hell. Fea!" not only awakens, but continues to govern 
them; they Jay dO\\TD a legal fyfiem of obedience and felf .. 
righteoufnefs, but all the \vllile they drag the yoke with 
great im patience. They do not hate fin from their hearts, 
on its own account, but are afraid that they 1hall burn for 
ever for comnlittillg it. They do not love God, but they 
fear, becaufe they know that they cannot refill: him. 1'hey 
do not engage in his fer,.,ice \vith chearfulnefs, or delight 
in it as their choice, but groan under it as a burthen. 
Their hearts and affeCtions are fet upon prefent and tem
poral enjoyments; but they apply themfelves in fome 
meafure to the duties of religion, becaufe they know they 
cannot keep the world alw4Ys; and fubmit to it, as ra-
·ther better and more tolerable than everlafiing mifery. 

The frequency of this charaaer will Hand in need of 
little proof. If the features are jufUy drawn, I am per .. 
fuaded they will be eafily. known, for they are very com-
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Mon. Are there not many who may jufily fufpeC't t~em .. 
felves to be aauated by no higher nlotive than the fear of 
wrath? Does not this plainly 1hew itfelf, by your back
ward, heartlers, cold difcharge of duty; your regret and 
forrow in parting with, and frequent relapfes inlO fin? Is 
not your religion temporary and changeable? Does it not 
rife and fall with the fenfible tokens qf the divine prefence 
and power? Have you not trembled on a fick-btd, or 
other time of danger; humbled yourfelves before God ; 
cried f~r relief; and promifed aOlendment ? Bllt has not 
your refolution rela.~ed upon your recovery, and your die 
ligence bOrne proportion to the fuppofed neamefs or dir. 
tance of the danger ? I s not this then nlanifdUy the effeCt 
of fear: and may not the words of the Pfalmift be jufily 
applied to all ruch? "When he flew them, then they 
"fought him; and they returned, and enquired early 
" after God: and they remembered that God was their 
"rock, and the high God their redeemer: neverthelefs 
" they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied un. 
" to him with their tongues; for their heart was not right 
" with him, neither were they ftedfaft in his covenant.". 

Few things, I apprehend, will be of more importance 
than to fhew, in a clear and fatisfying Olanner, that the 
obedience or religious performances that are influenced 
by no higher motive than fear, are not acceptable to God. 
nor any fufficient evidence of a renewed h~art. This, 
indeed, is equally plain from many palfages of fcripture, 
and from the nature and reafon of the thing. It appears 
from all thofe paffages formerly cited, aud many others 
\vhere ll.telltion is made of the inclination of the heart and 
will, of which obedience on compulfion can be no man· 
ner of proof. It appears undeniably from the great cont
malldment of the law, and fum ·of praCtical religion, 
.. , Thou {halt 10ve the Lord thy God with aU thy heart, 
" and with all thy foul, and with all thy ftrength, and 
" with all thy mind.",t It appears from what is always 
reprefented as the grc~at commanding and confirair1ing 
Dlotive of the gofpel: "For the love ofChrift conftraineth 

, P [al. I xx, iii. 34·, 3 5, 3 6, 3 7 • t Luke x. 27~ • 
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" us, heeaufe we thus judge, that if o1\e ditd for aU, 
"then were all dead ~ and that he died for a1l, that they 
" wh;ch live, ihould not henceforth Jive unto themfelves, 
" hut unto him which died for them, and fofe again.". 
To the fame purpofe the apoille John fays, "\Ve have 
"known and believed the love that God hath to us. God 
" is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelletb in God. 
" and God in him. "t We find in fcripture that there ia 
a diretl oppofition Rated between the fpint of genuine 
converts linder the gofpel, and a fpirit of bondage, or 
fiavi1h fear; "For ye have not receil,ed the {pirit of 
" bondage again to fear, but ye have received the {pirit of 
" adoptior., whereby we cry, Abba, Father."! So fays 
the fame apoftle to Timothy, "For God hath not given 
"-us the fpirit of fear, but of power and of love, and of a 
" found mi~d."11 

The truth is, it is equally plain from the nature and 
reafon of the thing. That which is done only or chiefly 
from fear, cannot be 3.nyevidence of the change that is 
acceptable to God~ becaufe, properly {peaking, it is no 
real or illY/ard change at all. The efFeB:s of fin are re~ 
Urained or controlled by fuperior power, but the inclinati. 
011 to it remains nill the fame. It is a common and 
known principle, that whatever is the efTea of cClmpul. 
iion or torce upon the agent, whether it be good or evil in 
itfelf, hath nothing moral in its nature. The fword that 
commits murder, and that which executes jufiice, de. 
rerves equal blame or praife, or rather none of them de. 
ferves either the one or the other. A-dete8:ed thief, com
pelled to make refiitution, or loaded with chains fo that 
he tannot fieal, does not thereby become honetl in his 
nature. 

The cafe is precifely the fame with thofe who, in their 
religious duties, are under the government of fear, al. 
though it be the fear of their almighty Judge. From any 
funilar inftance between man and Dlan, W~ may at once 
be fenfiblc of this truth. If one man is wining to over· 

• 2 Cor. ,-. 14. t 1 John iv. 16. t Rom. "iii. 15. 
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reach another, but, through his adverfary's fuperior tkiD, 
is not able, or, terrified by th~tenings, is not bold enough 
to attempt it, what charatler does he ~r, or deftrve, but 
that of a difappointed knave? lVhat parent or m:lft~r ,,-ill 
be fatis6ed with the obetlience of a child or fenaot, YiOO 

plainly difcovers that he hates his commands, and grieftS 

at his authority? It is true, as man can only judge with 
certainty of the outward appearance, this circumftance 
touR be left out of every fyftem of human govemruent. 
We can make no 1a,,'s on earth to punifb the intention : 
bllt fo much we know of it, as may nlake us r~n6ble what 
all f uch deferve, and fhall receive, at the halKi of Gul, 
whoft: pr::rogative it is that he knoweth' and judgeth the 
fecrc:ts of all heart~ 

I fhall ,~mly further obferve, that the fame thing appeal'S 
in the eleitrefl manner, from the nature of that happinefs 
which is prepared for the children of God in the life to 
come. It is purely fpiritua!, as it is perfeaIy holy: it 
confias in the knowledge of God, in the exercife of love 
to him, in conformity to his nature, and the execution of 
his will. rrhofe who are under the dominion of fear, ",he 
have no love to God, but only defire to avoid his wrath, 
wiJ) certainly find, that, though it were poffible for them 
'to efcape hen, they neither deferve, nor are able to relifh, 
the employment and happinefs of heaven. As the com .. 
mands of God are a burden to them on earth, his imme .. 
rliate prefence would be a ftill more infupportable burden 
in heaven.-From aU this I hope it appears evidently, that 
a charaCter may Pc formed UjlOD religious principles, and 
yet, if it i~ never carried further than a refiraint by fear, 
it is not that change which is neceffary to falvation. 

It will not be improper, or rather it will be abfolutely 
necefI"ary, to make a refleCtion or two upon this branch of 
the fubjeCl: for its improvement, and to prevent its being 
mifiaken or mifapplied. For this purpofe let it be ob
ferved, that we mufi carefully difiinguifh the flavi1h dread 
above explained, from that dutiful rever~ntial fear, which 
every child of GOO is frill bound to preferve upon his mind, 
of his Father who is in heaven. Of the firll kind it is 
raid, "There is no fear in love, but perfect love caft. 



" e~h out kar, becaufe fear bath torment: he that fearetb 
U is not made perft!fi in lo~. ,'. tn proportion IS the 
Jove of God r.~~-ail~ the lim f:m of fear is haniihed, but 
the GIber is fo far from ~ing banifhed.. th~t it rather in
creafcs. This is no other t~n a profOOnd veneration of 
the unfpeakmte ~atnefs and glory of ~ and particu
larly or his hoIinefsand purity, which fhould bring eva, 
tfeature proftrate before him. \Ve find in the ,·ifion or Ita.".. tbe beav~nly h~ reptdenttd as deeply penet:md 
.... ith fuch a difcovery: U In the )Ur that king Uzziah 
" died, I ra .. the Lord fitting up3ll a throne h~ and lifted 
"up~ and his train filled the temple: above it flood the 
, .. tet'&pbims; each one ha1 fix wings; with t\nin he 
~ covered his fa~ with twain he covered his _t, "lei 
'C with twlin he did fly. And one cried unto another and 
,. raid, BOI.Y~ BOLT, HOLT .. is the Lord or hofts. the whole 
~-. earth is fun ofhis glory -"t 

This not only may, but ought, in us to be accompanied 
with a feu of the p\loifhment incuned by un; at the 
f.'1le time it mult be infepvably connetled with, or ra
ther founded llfJOll a rente of the holinefs of his nature, the 
purity of his law, and the juftice of his ~n~ce.. On 
the contrary ~ that fear of G;xi which prevails m the utm!-
generate, is founded only on the terror of his power, as a 
nal\iral attr!bute. It is like the flruggling of a chained 
flave, ,~llO" gnaws his tongue for pai~" who is not fatis
tied with the equity of the law', which he hu tranfgreffed, 
and cannot admit the juftice of that fentence, the execu .. 
tion f)f ,vhich he apprehends. 

There is no iOi:onfifiellcy at ali between the fen and 
lo\·e \Vllich terlninate on the correfpondent attributes Q( 
God, majefty and mercy. A chrifHan may, and ought, 
to grow in a fente of the divine prefence. and reverential 
dread of the divine majefly, and fo be fiill more afraid of 
finning; at the fame time, he may alfel grow in a fwcet 
calm and compofure of mind, a fiducial tru~ and reliance 
on the di\'ioe faithfulnefs and nlercy; juft as, on the 
o~her hand, fome fiouers evidently increafe both in pre-

.. 1 1 '" l... -. 1-~" 1 q ". \,." ~-, .. . .... 
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rumption and timidity.. DariQg a great part of dRir liw~ 
they atl .. ithout rdleaio. .. and without ndln.int" and yet, 
at particular teafons- they ate in a I1Q9QU diftr:aaal with 
terror: my, though it often happens that grot3 .-ieked ... 
nefs kus t~ confci~nce, and pnxluc:cs an in~nfibility 
and bardncfs of heart, ~re are inftantts or the gn=atell 
pro!ligales being liable to the moll alarmiog fears... ~t 
us never, therefon:, confoond.dliogs (;) vetJ oppofite as a 
~ of the hYing Gcc1 joined to an in\nnI and hearty ape 
pIdation of bis commands, and that unwilling obedienc.-e 
or abllioenc:e which views him as a Bem tyrant, anti 
trembles at ~e thoughts of his wnth. 

It will be farther llKefia:y to obk:ne, tha~ as a flavifh 
fear is to be entirely diftillgllithcd from that which is filial 
and dutifui, fo no doubt there is often, even in ~I mrif .. 
tians, a mntu.--e of tbe ipirit of bondage itl~li, though they 
are fupremcly goftt1lC:d by a better principle.. This IS 
not to be wGllden:« at, {inee they are Wdi6ed but in 
put. Tbete is ~ ftrong remainder of fin and COI'r.Jption 
~n them of. diffaent kinds. and, ameng the ~ a very 
blameable dcgiee of unbelief and ditltuft. How many 
ue there whole comfort is lefrc:ned, and whofe hands hang 
down, through m nc:effive fear of death, the Jaft enem)· ! 
What a ~frefhmcnt fhouid it be to all fuch, to thillk ot~ 
thia end 01' our Saviour»s COOling .. to ~ ddi,~ them who. 
" through fear of death, were all their life.rime fubF8: 
" unto boodage ?"t For their fakes, I un perfuaded, it 
win notbe difagleW>le th~t in the clo!e of this feaion, I 
by down a few DW'ks, by which they may be enabled to 
j:ldge whether this flavifh lear predominates or not. 

1ft then, Cbritiians, whether or not is your fear of lvrath 
illlmcdiately conne£\ed \\~ith a fenfe of the evil of fin ? Do 
you fee thefe two things in their infepanble relation to, 
alld mutual inftuence upcn one another? Do you fear 

• 'Ve are tl'ld that Xero, one of thofe monflef$ called Ro
man emperors, thotlgh he ad~C'nt\lred to perpetrate fOle1C of the 
moO. horrid crimes, was 'f~t (0 e;a.til,- terrifi\!d, that a t!IUllilt::'-: . . 
I\ornl ufed to mak~ him i,!de~ Ililnfelf under a belt-
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wrath as the eR"ea of fin, and fin as the jufl caufe of wrath ? 
Have you no fault to lind with this conne8:ion? Do you 
plead guilty before God, and confefs that you are without 
excufe? I s fin truly hateful in itfelf, and your own unhap
py pronenefs to it an habitual burden? The langua~e of 
a believ~r is the fame wit h that of the apoflle Paul: 
" Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, 
" and juR, and g'OOd. \Va~ then that which is good made 
,! death unto me? God forbid. But fin, that it might 
.; appear fin, working death in me by that which is good, 
" that fin by the commandlner! might become exceeding 
"llilful. For \\·e know tllat the law is ipiritual, but I am 
,- carnai, wId under fin."· In thofe who are under the 
dominion of fear, there is no jun renre of the evil of fin, 
tllere is a pron~ners to extenuate it, and iaclination to 
jullity it, and a continual attempt to forget or conceal it. 
The crime is Ilill fweet, thOllgh the punifhment is terrible. 
They are not fatisfied to find that God is fa holy, fo jull, 
and fo powerful. \Vith them his government is arbitrary, 
his law is fevere, his nature implacable; anti, infiead of 
changing their own difpofi:ion, they would nluch rather 
,,·ifh a challge in his will. -.~ 

2. ~;hether <loes your fear of God drive you from his 
prefence, or excite a lirong defire of reconciliatiop and 
peace? 'The fiavifh tear which is not attended with any 
j:lfi: views of the divine mercy, clothes God with terror, 
and makes him the objeCt of averfion. This is plainly 
tIle 6rft effect of fin. It \\'as fo i'n the cafe of Adam. who, 
2.3 foo11 as he ha(l loft his illtegrit}" \vhen he hear(! God's 
\"-olee in tIle garden, fled and hid himlelf. VvT ~ find the 
fame fentiment cxprem~d by the nlen of Bethfhc:mefh, 
upon an extraordinary tokell Qf <.iiville po\ver and jea
lou!}·: ~" And the .lnen of BetllfhemeIh faid, Who is able 
\, to fialld before this holy Lord God, and to whom thall he 
" go up fronl us ?"t Nay', tIle falne feelllS to have been 
the view of the apoftle Peter, when furprifed with an af. 
tonifhing evidence of his maHer's power and Godhead. 
~ .. \Vhen Simon Peter faw it, he fell down at jefus' teet, 
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"f~yin~, Depart from me, for I am a fanrul man, 0 
" Lord."· 

1'his difpofttioll is dlily manifeft in m~ny W:10 are un· 
der the dominion of fear. The w~rlhip 01 G ... llI is pain. 
flillo them, his fervice is a burden.. his prd~nce is ttr
rillle: they keep at a diflance" therefore, as IllU\.:h as they 
can or (lare. Their peace ancl compofure is ctli\.:tly O\\,~,'g 
to their lofing themfclves, and OCc\lp}'in:~ their minJs en
tirely with different objecls. No fi'!.l1 win more fJrdy 
difcover the nature anti inftuence of l1a\-ifll tear th~:l !his. 
There is a gloom and melancholy fpread o\-er en~'ry tl.in~ 
in religion to IJlem; \,'hell they are C:!lga~tl ill f~creJ 
(luties, it is a heav}p tircfome talk, atl,) they rejoice ill ~et. 
ting thenl o\ger, as a bQUock \VhCfl )le is JoofC:d frllm the 
yoke. On the other ha-~) real chrillians, though bu~
dened ,vith fillful fear, cannot ti-ke refilge in al1)- thing 
eIre than G~i; they dare not take their refi ill tIle crea
ture, but fay with Joh, u 1nough he flay Ole, yet will I 
" truft in h~m ;'~t or with the PiJ.lmi!i David, ... Yet the 
" Lon! wiH conlmand his loving-kindnefs in the day.timet 

" and in the night his l'Ong fhaU be with nle~ and my 
" pra~.-er unto the! Goo of my life."! Nothing giVf"~ n:. 
lief to filch, till tht'yattain to a view of the dh-ine mcr-:y, 
antI a hllmble 110pe of peace and reconciliation. 

3- "Thether have yOU comfort and f:ltisfaC!ioll in a. f(!!lf~ 
~ -

of God's favor, as \\'·e~l as a ditlre1iing fear of his \\·r4lth? 
~rhis alfo \vill ferve to Giflinguifil bet\\'een tllofe ,,-ho h~~e 
ItO other religiQll than \vhat fear p-ro,Juc~~, a;l(l thore i;l 

\\~ho!n it only md.illtains ,\ COl18iCt \vith a b:t,er pri!lCipl~. 
rrflere are io:ne \vho are r~\ftrained from fill, allt! Ct)'llpcI
led to many duties, bj? fe:1T, \vho nl:l}~ eafil}r fee \\.:hat go-

. verns them, becaufe they are al~o:.{~ther ftr.m:ers to joy 
and fatisfaCl:ion ill God. Th~s is not, illUCe'J, \\rhat they 
aim at. Ffhey have never yet feen his favor as the ohjed 
offllilrenle defire. Tlle)~ OllJy ~lie\'e fo tar as to tremble, 
alld \\'ould. tailll)y COlllpofiiioll, :'0 to fpeak, anti lome de. 
gree of COlllpliance, tilOilgll relu81.11t alld back,'·ard, :\\·oid 
the di\'ine wrath. A colJncfs and .-:onliraint rUllS through 
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all thew perfonna..'lCeS, and tbeyare apt to can in quelHcn 
the reality of joy ill God, and communion with him, be. 
caufe they are altogrther flnngers to it themfCI"es. But 
all the real cl,ildren of God defile a fenfe of his lo~ as 
well :as Xi ievt' or fea.r under a fenCe of his difp1eafure. 1ne 
light of his reconciled coont~nante gives them more joy 
and gladnefs than the gl eateft aIIIu~nte of com or of 
wine i and ul\der the feY~-Rft chaftitCment, inftead of fly • 

• 
ing from his preten~ the, fa, with Job, "0 tbat I knew 
" where I might Sod him,. that I might come even to his 
" feat; I wookl o.~r my cacl'e before him, L~ fill my 
U mouth with arguments. n. N«hing, indeed, ('an be 
men pro~r than calling the one ~ fiJi31. and the other a 
fiayifh re~: for great is the dilfenmce hetw~n a child 
fearing the difpl~rutt of a pa~nt whom he fineerely loves, 
~nd a fb\'e dl'Qliing the refcntment of an enraged tyrant, 
whofc ferviCa'e be abOOrs. 

SEC T. IV. 

F,..,. ,IIis .tln,."." EXC£PT A MAN BE B~R:S AGAIN HE CA~
NOT SJ:£ THE El);t~bO)I OF Goo, tllui o,Ar, par(IH~1 ~ .. ':-
pTr~I"$ ,:.. tA~ ",~!/ .:rt'rip'"rrs, U't 1f:tr~ It,tT/I tital Il,e 
cA."'~ '\t'r~ ildttUkt! l:'~ SUPERNATURAL. 

W HF.N I fay it is a fupematural change, I mean 
that it is what man cannot by his own jXJwer ef. 

rea without fuperior or (!ivine aid. As ,,~e are by natllre 
in :l nate 01" ell mit}- and nppolition to C1OC1, fo this is \\"hat 
l'.-e canoot 'c of o!~rfelves" reillove or overcome. The ex
erciie of our own rational POWCiS, the perfuafion of others, 
the app1ication of all moral moti,'es of e\·ery kin(l, \\'ill be 
ineffetiual, without the fpedal operation of the Spirit and 
grace of God. Thus the apoftle John defcribes thore who 
believe in the name of Chrifl: "\\'llich were born not of 
" blood, nor of the \vil! of the flefh, nor of the will of mao, 
" but of God. "f And thus the apofUe Paul expreffes him
felf: "Not hy works of righteoufnefs which we have 
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.. done but acconling to his mercy he faved us, by the 
"wafhing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
U Ghofl.". rrhere is no part of the fcripture dOCtrine 
· ihich the natllral man hears with greater a\'emon, or op
pofes with greater violence.. It gives fo humbling a view 
~'our own charaB:er and Rate, and Rands fo clireClty op
pored to pride and felf-fufliciency, that it cannot be truly 
acceptable to any, till they are brought to a raving ac
qllaintan~e with its power and efficacy. However it hath 
been, this "foolifhnefs of preaching," or rather, this 
commonly efieelned foolifu part of preachillg, that God 
hath moft remarkably bleffed for the falvation of fouls; I 
\\"iJI therefore endeavor to 111e\V, in as pl~in and fatisfying 
a manner as I arri. able, that this is the doCtrine of the 
hoI} .. lcripture; and then to vindicate it from the chief ob
jeEtions that are u.fually raifed againfi it. 

How many paffages of Scripture are there, that fpeak 
in the ftrongeft terms, not only of our mifernble but heJp
lefs ftate before converfion. Thus the aporue to the Ephe
fians, " And you hath he quickened, who were dead in 
~, trefpaffes and fins."t And again, "But God, who is 
U rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,· 
" even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened us to
u getber with Chrift (by grace ye are faved.")! In his 
epiftle to the Coloffians, he repeats the fame thing; "And 
" }-OU, being dead in your fins and the uncircumcifion of 
" your Belli, hath he quickened together with him, ha
" ving forgiven you all your trefpaffes."11 The reader mull 
kno,,~, that in many other pafrages the falne truth is to be 
found, couched under the fame or like metapllors: fuch 
3S "blindnefs, darknefs, hardnefs of heart." The force 
of the expreflion is feldom fufficiently attended to. Suf
fer me then to put the queftion, Do you give credit to the 
holy fcriptures? Do you form your opinions withollt par
tiali:yor prejudice from them? Then you muft receive 
it as truth that man, in his natural nate, can do nothing 
of himfelf to his own recovery, \vithout tIle concurrellce 
of fuperior aid. If there is any meaning or propriety in 
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fcripture language, we mull yield t,,) this. \Vhat more 
could be faid~ than that we are "(le,\d" in fin? \\7hat 
more incapable of act.ion'\ than one wl:o is entirely dcpri. 
\'ed ()flife ? 

But left there fhonld be any remainin~ exception, the 
thing is afferted in plain and explicit terms, ",.ithon'" any 
metaphor, by the apoiHe John, from our Saviour's own 
nlouth: \c, No man can come unto me, except the Father 
,~ vlhich hath fellt me, (lra\v hiln; and I \\'ill raiie him 
" up at the Jaft day. It is written in the prophets, And 
" they fhall be all taught of God; every man, therefore, 
" that hatll heard and hath learned of the Father, CO!l'eth 

" llnto me."· I iliall nlention only one paffage: n10re, in 
\\·hith, under the finlilitude of a wretched Otltcaft infant, 
the prophet Ezekiel reprefents the natural ftate of Jerufa-:
Iern. "And as for thy nati,rity, ill the day thou \\~aft born, . 
" th}· navel was not cut, neither \vafi thou \\'afhed in \va-. 
" ter to fupple tllce ~ thou ,vail not falted at all, nor f\'1L~d
't dIed at all. NOlle eye 11iticcl tllee, to do allY of thefe 
" UIlto thee, to have comp,illiol1 upon thee; but thou ,\~aft 
" caR out in the opell field, to the loathing of tll}7 perion, 
" in the day that thou waft born. And when I paired by 
" thee, and fa\v thee polluted ill thine o\vn bloo(l, I raid 
" llnto tllee, when thou \\~aft in tllY bloocl, Live; yea, I 
" raid unto thee, when thou wail in thy blood, L'\-e."t 
Here all the circumfiances are colleCted, that could figni
fy at once a Iniierable and weak, \vretched all(i helplefs 
conclition, or that coul~ ferve to make our deliverance at 
once a fignal illflance both of grace and po\v.er. 

Tllis leads me to obferve, tllat the fame truth \\·ill re
ceive furtller light from thole pafTages of fcripture, in \Vllich 
t}1e real agent in this great change is l)ointtcl out, alld 
which celebrate the efficacy of his power. As in the text 
it is alferte(l~ tllat, "except a man be born again, 11e can ... 
,- not enter into tIle killgdom of Goc1 :" So in ot}ler par. 
fa~es, true belie\Ters are faiel to be "born of God-horn 
'" from above-born of the Spirit." 1'he power of God 
txerted in the retl0\latioll of the finner, is defcribed iI1 

t Ezek. xvi. 4, 5, 6. 



On Regellt·,-atioll. 137 

language taken from the firft formation of the world. "For 
" we are his workmanfhip, created in Chrill Jefus tln~o 
"good \~·orl\:s, \'/llich GO(t Il:1th berore ortlaiI1t:(1 tllat ,'e 
't. 1110l11(~ \vaik in tllen'}."" Al1d, "If .\tl~" Inan be in 
" Cllrifl, he is a llC\V creature; olel tiling!;; are part a\\?ay, 
" behoJel all tllings are beconle l)~\~.'." t See the proplle
cies of the Olel rrcilalneJlt, refpettin~ tIle l)lentiful effufi
on of tIle holy Spirit in the tilncs of tIle ~~ofpel: the}· con
tain a clear dt:fcrt-ptioll of divirle ftlperllnttlral itlfllleJlce. 
Thus the prophet Ifaiah, ''It'''or I wilJ pour water upon 
" him that is thirliy, and floods upon the dry ground. I 
" will pour my Spirit upon thy feed, and my bldfin~ up
" on thine ofispring; and tIley f]lall fprin~ IIp as a~11011h 
" the grafs, and as willows by the watcr-courfes."! 1'0 
the tame purpofe the prophet Ezekiel: '~Then will I 
" iprinkle clean \vater upon }'0U, ft11U ye filall be clean 
" from all your filthinefs, and from (lH your idols will I 
" cleanfe you. A new heart alio will I give you, and a 
" new fpirit will I put within you; and I will take away 
" the fiony heart out of your flelh, and I will give you an 
" heart of fIefll; and I will put my fpirit within ):ou, and 
" caufe you to walk in my ftatutes ; and ye fhall keep my 
" judgments, and do them ."/1 Let it not feern tedious to 
any that I have colleCted fo many paffages of fcripture on 
this fubjeEt. It is no light thing; and intieed it is 110 

conll11011 tIling, to believe it from tIle heart. But let us 
no\v affirln it, on divirle teflimon}', tl~3.t regeneration is 
tIle \vork of tIle Holj- GI10!l. 

I \vould not build this truth upon any other evi(lence. 
'Vhell we frand in GOl'S room, t,ear his meiI:'lge, and 
fpeak in his name, nothing fhould be affirmed, which 
cal1not be fupported by a "Thus faith tht Lord." But 
llaving done fo, I think I may warrantably obfer\'Pe ho\v 
lnuch the vifible fiate ()f the wor}c} correfponds \vith tl12 
1cr:t)tllre declaratiollS 011 this fubjeCt. I llope this \vill be 
neither unfuitable nor unprofitable, confidering what an 
inward averfion nlen have to· r~ceive and apply th~. 
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Do we not daily f~ m~ny inRancts of rerron~ of 'rlt 
rate unllerftandings and great natural abiliti~s, who yet 
contillue blil\d to ttleir dlJf}· to God, and the ialvation of 

• 
their fouls? As they are 00n\, fo they continue to o.o\v 
themfelves throogh their whole iives, u wile to do evil, 
"but to do good they have no kn\)wled~.n \\111 ... 1 proofs 
do they often give of the power and in8uen-:e of habits of 
wicket!nefs over them? How frequently does it happen, 
that their attachment to fin in ~neral, or to foole parti. 
cular fin, is fuch, as to bear down before it all regan) to 
their O\Vll interen~ temporal and eternal? \\1liJe ,t the 
fame time perfons of unfpeakably inferior talents, enlight. 
ened hy the Spirit and fantlified by the grace of God, 
!hall nand firm agiinll the moll dan~rous temptations.. 
antI efca~ tIle pol1utiOil that is in the \vorJd throlJgh Juft. 
This our b1efTed Lord aclores as a part or proof of the fo
vereignty and unfearchable wHClom of his heavenly Father. 
" In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, I thank 
"tllee, 0 Father~ Lord of heaven and earth, that tnou 
" haft hid there things from the wife and prudent, and 
" haft revealecl them ur,to babes: even fo, Father, for fo 
" it feemed good in thy fight."· 

Is it not pl3-in, that fuperior ad\?antages of infiruaion~ 
though very valuable, ,re far from being always effeCtual ? 
Sometimes thofe who live k.ng under !he falutary in. 
firllClion and e(lifying example of pious parents and Olaf

ters, continue, i10twithfianding, in all infenfible frate, 
Sometimes we f~ perfons fit long under the moll enlight. 
ening and awakening minifiry, with hearts as hard as the 
nether millllone. The cafe of the ordinary hearers of 
the gofpel is indeed often affeCting, and leads to ieriolls 
meditation on the depths of the divine counfels. Suffer 
111e to befptak the readers of this dafs in the following 
termSL Are not many of you a wonder to yourfdves, as 
well as to one another? Is not your danger often pointed 
out to you in the cleareft manner? Is not your character 
drawn and dillinguiflled by the moft uncleniable marks? 
Are not your duty and intereft iet before you in ruch a 
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manner, that it cannot be contradk:led, antI t!lere is no. 
thing kft to RpIJ? And yet after aU, tboubh ~re may 
be fome weak or tenlporuJ n:rolution~ it is "iti.c-at any 
real or bAing effea.. Doth not ,his ntitJ ~nd confirol ~~ 
fOllowing paOage 01" fcripture? u '\\-00 then is ~u~ ann 
.& who is ApoIlos, but minifters b)' wbom ye btlie,-ed, 
,& e~en as the Lord gave to every man? 1 have planted, 
It Apolios \Yiltef'ed, but God gave the iucrt'.Ie.. So then, 
" Deitber is he that planteth any thing, llei~r be tha, 
" wa~retn~ but Oed tl.at gi\-eth tbe: in~fe.'~· 

-1'0 be .bfent alt~Jter from the ordinances of God is 
a dreadful and dangerous thing, for it leads daredl, t\:l ~ 
ftate of total blindllCfs and ulldiflurbcd fecurin~. I h3'~ • 
often thought, however, that the cale of many ,.-no con· 
tinue to give their attendance is ID!Jch more wonderful. 
Are there not habitual dronbrds otten fetn in t~ hou1e 
of God? Are there not fome profane f"-earers often ken 
iT. the howe of God? Are theR not Come who walk in the 
lull of uncleannef5? rome \Yho retain, ,,-itllout reliitution, 
unrighh.--oDS gain, whom appr-~ing death, the wrath of 
&xl, and the fire of hell cannot tenii)-? Of luch, we nlay 
jufUy fay with ti.e apoftle Pa~ " Hut if our gofpel be hid, 
" it is hid to them that Me loft, in whom the god of this 
" world hath blinded the minds 01' them whicll ~Jie\·e 
" not, lell t~ light of the glorious gofpel of Chrill, who is 
" the image of God, fhould fhine unto them."t 

Let it be further confidered, how lnuch providential 
warnings are generally defpifed, e~·en whetl they are [0 
awful ill their nature, &lld fo clear in their lneaniJl~, that 

, ~ 

one \vouid think nothing but an abfolute ini'atuatioll coul(! 
prevent their effeCt. Sinners may keep themCelves from 
hearing the word of God) and from any fuch reading or 
converfation as will bring eternity in their vie\\'. But he 
vifits them in their families or in their perfons. and they 
cannot fly from there " terrible things in righteoufnefs," 
by which he pleads his caufe from day to day. Are net 
the young and beautiful foon carried to their graves? I\re 
not the great alld noble foon humbled in tile dull? IIa\'c 
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not f~nfual.ly 3n(1 riot, impurity and lu:l Oain thdr vic. 
tims, all{l rai~~-.I lip mon'lmellts fraught ,,-ith monl ill
firuilion in e"ery a~~? How long is it ago, tince HO't:a 
ilid, " \\~h,)re.lom ancl \\ine, anJ ne\v wine t.lIte a\\'ay 
"the heart :". Alltl fiilce $tJ)OtllOll faill of a harlot~ 
" She hath call do:\-,\ nl3!1,1t \\"O!li)(J~\I, ao,l m311V jiron~ 

I • ~ 

., lnen h:lv~ been nai~ by her. lIer houfe is the \Vay to 
, .. hell, goin~ down to the chambers of tlea:h ?"'t .But 
u;6llgh uninfll!tel \\'riters h;\vc raid this as ,,-ell a~ he, l~a}·, 
though it is "ifihie to all .. have Jr.~n become wife? H:n-e 
they tllUnned the p'ltbs of the lidlroyt:r? No: ':.\-e may 
juiUy fay of the rrefent times, t'S the Piahnitl David faid 
mll1y ages 2.t:~ " "fhis their \\pay is their foil)·; j~et their 
c-. po!lerity approve their fayings." t Nothing, no:hing 
1\'ill cllange them~ till the Spirit ot' C~ roule and a'\&lkell 
the confci~nce~ po\\~rfu1Jy c;onftrain the will) and effec
tuall}~ rene\\~ the heart. 

Hence then it appears, L'lat the De,,: birth is a U fuper .. 
natural change;" it is the eJfetl of the power of God; it 
is the WOTk of the Iloly Ghoii. ) have been at L~e more 
pains to eftablifh this truth, becaule I am perfuaded, that 
lUltil it be truly re.:ei,·ed, there may ~ a form, but there 
on be nothing of the power of goclJineJs. But we mull 
uow ,>indicate it from the objetlions and abafe, to which 
it Dlay be thOllght liable. There are many \\~ho nil) har
bor in their minds, and iometimes produce in cllnverfat:on, 
the ohjection luentioned by the ap\lftJe Paul; " rrhOH wilt 
" talc· then llnto llle, '~~h1t dot!l he ,'ei: tin(} fault, for \\:-ho 'J J.I 

U hath relined his will ?"!i This, indeed, is the fum of aU 
the objediolls that ever \vere, or ever caTl be oiferefl a~aintl 
it: an(l I Inake tile fllort allf\ver of the faille apoiiJ~; 
U Nay, but 0 man! who art thou that repli~n againll 
U God?n This is but making or imagining an intonftf. 
tcncy bet\veen t\\ro thillgS, botil of \\·hich G<xl hath clearly 
ellablifhed and infeparably joined in his word. 7;J\..;e are. 
his own power necefiary to the change, and our duty in 
the ufe of the means; or rather, our fi.} while continuing 
at enmity with him and refufing his mercy. 
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I mlke no fcruplc to acknowl~~,. that it is impoffible 
for me; nay, I 6nd no diffiCUlty in fUp::O!!il~, th;tt it is 
impoflihl: tOr any finite mind, to point out ,;;e bounds~. 
t" ... ceo tbe aa dep:nd~llcc" anti "adi\·it)II'" of tile crealure. 
Bilt thO~gll \\·e mllft c~er remember, that i! is he alollc! 
\\"ho call n bring a clean thing out of an uncle:ln,.'· ~'et we 
know alro, that "all b:tve finlleJ and COlll~ filt'lrt of tIle 
.. glory of God"'·· '\-e know t..l)at u God will b.: jufl "'ben 
" he tpeaketb,. and clear when I!e judgeth :" th~t he re
jeas \vith diftJ~in, the impaiat!On 0'" being the alttJlor of 
fin. .., Let no man faYt when he i$ tempted,. I am ·eOl;>t. 
" ed of God: for God cannot be tempted of e,1til. nc:itjl~r 
u telDpteth he any man.)'· }ear Ollr greater affuratlc;e of 
this~ he h3th COlltlefcended to confirm it by his oalh.-
&, .\s I live, t"iUth the Lon! God, I h~ve no pIQfure in the 
" death of the wicked, but. that the wicked turn from his 
Ct wa\. and li~e: tum '~e tum y~ from ,·ou evil \\'avs· ., .I , .../ .- t 

" for wby will ye die, 0 boufe of Ifrael ?"t The connexi-
on between this and the former truth appears pl:pnly in 
the following pltfage: U Ye will not come unto me, that 
" ye might have life."! 

Perhaps aIfo, there are fome who abufe this doctrine to 
flotll and negligellce. At leaft they may pretend this, as 
all excufe or palliation of their contempt of religion. But 
is it not an inference direCtly contrary to what the fcrip
ture teaches us Inuch more juftly to dra\v from the farne 
truth, viz. "'Vork ou! your o\vn fal\-ation with fear an(1 
" trenlb~ing; for it is God that worketh in y(\U to will alld 

" to do of his good pleafure :"'-il The former inference 
'WGdld be jun. in th~ cafe of devils, who, having received 
their fentence, can only no\v "belie\'e alld tremble:" 
but it would be alt"gether unjuft., and a dreadful contempt 
of n\erc}~ in tllore~ to ",hom the offer of falvation by grace 
is ad<lrefred. '\11at is now tranfaCting in the miniftry of 
tJie gofpel, fila)) Cllntribute at ian to flop el'ery mouth, and 
put this criminal excufe to eternal filence. Suppofe the 
finner at th~ judgment-fcat to offer this defence t'Or him •. 

* J · 1 ~ ames t. ~. ... £7. -k. xxxiii. 11. * Jolln \ ... 40. 
1; rh. ii. 13, 14_ 
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{elf: "I was altogether under the power of corruption ; 
" it wu impoftihle for me to do any thing of myfelf." Is 
it not natural to reply, "Where learned you this ?" From 
the holy fcriptures. "And did not the fame fcriptures 
" .Ifo tell you, Him that cometh to me, I win in no wife 
" can out. Wh~~fore he is able to fave to the uttermoft 
" all that come to God through him.-Believe in the Lord 
(l Jefus Chrift, and thou fba)t be faved ?'. But I could not 
reconcile one fcripture to another. "And was that any 
" way wonderful? Or can it poffibly juftify your rebel. 
'e lion againR the p)aintft commands, that you were not 
" able fully to comprehend what is raid of the abfolute (lo
u minion and fovereignty of God ?" 

Let u~ therefore, fettle it in our minds, that, though we 
are of ourfelves utterly unable to produce a change in our 
hearts, "nothing is impoffible vlith GOD." He firft 
made them, and he is able to reform them. On a con· 
viffion (\f our own inability, one would think we ihould 
but the Dlore humbly and the more eameftly apply to him 
wh~ is aU-fufficient in power and grace. The deplorable 
aad naturally helplefs nate offinners, doth not hinder ex
hortations to them in fcripture; and therefore takes !lot 
away their obligation to duty. See an addrefs, where the 
flrongeft metaphors are retained. the exhortation given in 
thefe very terms, and the foundation of t~e duty plainly 
pointed out-" Wherefore he faith, awake thou that fieep .. 
" eft, and arire from the {lead, and Chrin fhall give t!1ee 
"light."· From Wllich it is very plain, that tIle moral 
inability, under which finners now lie, as a confequence 
of the fall, is not of ruch a nature as to take away the guilt 
of fin, the propriety of exhortations to duty, or tIte necef. 
lity of I!ndeavors after recovery. 

But what {han we fay? Alas! the very fubjefl: we are 
now fpeaking of, affords a new proof of the blindnefs, pre. 
judice, and obflinacy of finners. They are felf-condemn. 
e(l; for they oe not aCt the fame part in fimilar cafes. 
rrhe affairs of the prefent life are not managed in fo pre. 
pofierous a manner. He that ploughs his ground, and 

• F.ph. \ ... 14. 



throws in his feed, cannot fo much as unite one grain to 
the clod; nay, he is not able to conceive how it is done. 
He cannot carry on, nay, he cannot fo much as begin 
one tingle ftep of this wonderful procefs toward the fubfc .. 
quent crop; the mortification of the feed.. the refurreaion 
of the biade, and gradual increafe, till it come to perrett 
maturity. Is it, therefore, reafOnable that he fhouId fay, 
" I for my part can do nothing: it is, firft and ~ afl 

efl'eB: of divine power and energy: and God cm as ttl
fily raife a crop without Cowing as with its in a lingle in. 
ftant and in any place, as in a long time by the mutml 
influence of roil and {calon; I will therefore ipare myfelf 
the hanUhip of toil and labor, and wait with patience, tiD 
I fee what he will be ~I~.red to fend 1" W ould\'this be 
madners ? \Vould it 'Jle univerfally reputed 10 r And 
would it not be equal madnefs to tum the grace of God in. 
to licent:~ufnefs? Believe it, the warning is equally rea. 
{onable and equa1ly neceffary ~ in fpiritual as in temporal 
things: "Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for what. 
" foever a man foweth, that {hall he alfo reap : fOr he 
" that {oweth to the flelh, fhall of the ftefh reap corrupti
" on ~ but he that foweth to the Spirit, fhall of the Spirit 
" reap life everJafting."" 

• Gal. '''i. 7, 8. 
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C HAP. II. 

[,. Y:-"i~"" is $1I~1'ft 1t'!:,.r~~;'1 th:,~ rl:flr;~~ il"I~ p.r:,;/Jrrll/ (l."lll ", , .. 
dirlEl,y (01l$;$t, Q~':!I t~hal Qr~ it.$ pTi.·lf:p~11 ~idcl!CI!.~ a/~tl 
jr:lits. 

tvhrTftn t.\~ changr in r"gffl,.,ati~n ,f:;th pr~p~r.'y Dn1.1 diT~E1-
Iy (,,~lJ$is:. 

I· HAVE hitherto, by general remarks, endeavored to 
caution the reader againft taking up with erroneous 

and defective views of the nature of reli~ion. 'Ve 110\V 

proce:d a ftep farther: and I would willingly point out, 
in as diflinCt a manner as I am able, what is the change 
wl'ich is wrought in all, without exc~ption, who a~ the 
real children of God, by wllatever nleans it is brollght 
about; what it is in the ten1per and difpofition, in the 
life and practice, which conftitutes the difference between 
on~ who "is," and one \vho is "not born again." The 
different fteps by which th~s change. may be efleCted in 
the fovereign providence of God, and the different degrees 
of perfeaicIl at which it may ~rrive, I pllrpofeiy omit 
here, and referve as the fubje8: of a difiina head of dif
courfe. 

1'hat we may enter on the fubjecr with the greater per
fpicutty and fimplicity, it will be proper to begin with ob
ferving, tllat the defign and purpofe of this change is to 
repair tIle lors \\:hich man fufiained by the fall. j\fan, at 
his £ rft creation, was made after the image of God, in 
knowledge, ri!!hteoufnefs, and holinefs, and enjoyed un. 
intt:rrtlptecl felJo\vfllip antI communion \vitll Ilim. He 
\\~as llot only illllfervient to tIle divine glory, by a natural 
and neceffary fllbjtBion to the divine dominion, which 
all creatllres are, llave been, an(l ever \\'ill be, but by 
chuke and inclination, his duty and delight- being invari
ilbly the fame. By the fall he became not only obnoxious 
'10 the divine di;!>!eafure, by a Jingle aCt of tranfgreffion, 
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htlt (lifobetlient to the clivil1e ",ill in Jlis habitllal arId pre
vailing inclination. Tilis is the charaCter given not of 
one man only, but. of the human race. U And God law 
" tJlat the \yickedl1efs of nlan \vas great in the earth, al1d 
" that every imaginatioll of the! l)lougllt.S or Ilis heart "'as 
" only e\,il continually."" 

He becaole, at the ~\lTle time, not Oll]Y UI1\\'ortllY of, 
bllt \\'"hollv <lifincline(l to cOlntnunion \vith God, all(l h~\ • ., 

bitllal1y (lifpoted to prefer tIle creature betore t11e Creator~ 
\\·ho is "God blelTed f'Or evcfIDore." III Tc;generd!ioll, 
therefore, the finner mulllx: reliored to tile illlage of God, 
which, in a createu nature, is but anot!1er expre11ion for 
obedience to his \vill. He Inutl alfo be refioTC:(\ to the ex· 
ercife of Jove to him, and find his happinefs allcl COllltort 

in him. His habitual telnper, his prevailing difpofition. 
or that whieh hath the afcelldency, nlull be the falne that 
was peTrea and without mixture, ~fore the tall, and fhall 
be made equally, or perhaps mere perfeCt, in heaven, 
after death. 

As the change mull be entire and univerfaJ, correfpond. 
ing to th:' corrllption of the whole man, it is not unufual 
to fay it may be fully comprehended in the three toilowing 
things, giving a ne\v dire[~ion to the ull(lertlapdillg1 the 
will, and the affeCtions. And no doubt~ with rc:fpetl: to 
everyone of thefe, there is a relnarkabl~ all· .. l Jenfillle 
change. Hut as the underfianding is a natural faculty, 
\vhich becolnes good or evil: jllft as it is applied or 81U

ployed, it would be fcarce poffible to illuftrate the change 
in it without illtroducing, at the fame tilne, a view of the 
difpofition and telldency of the heart and affcCl:iotls. As, 
therefore, the change is pro)>erl}' of a moral or fpiritual 
nature, it feems to Ine properly alld directly to cOllfifl in 
there two things, I. 'fhat our fupreme and chief end be 
to ferve and glorify God, and that every other aim be 
fuoordinate to this. 2. That the foul reil in God as its 
chief happinefs, and habitually prefer his favor to every 
other enjoyment. 1"'hefe two particulars I lhalJ now en
deavor to illuftrate a little, in the order in which I have 
nanled tllcm. 



A Practical Treatise 

I. Our fupreme and chief end mufi: be to ferve and 
glorify God, and every other ainl mull be fubordinate to 
tllis. 

All things were originally made, and are daily prefer • 
• ed for, nay, they fhall certainly in the ilrue tend to the 
glory of God; that is, the exercire and illuflration of di. 
vine perfeCtion. \Vith this great end of creation the in. 
clination and will of every intelligent c'reature ought to 
coincide. It is, according to fcripture and reafon, the 
firft duty of man to "give unto the Lord the glory due 
(,&. unto his name." This, I know, the world that lieth 
in wickednefs can neither ul1derftand nor approve. "The 
,~ natural Glan receiveth not the things of the Spirit ot' 
" God, for they are foolifhnefs unto him, neither can he 
"kI10W them, occaufe they are fpirituaJly difcerned.". 
TIle truth is, we ought not to be furprized to find it fOt 

for in this the fin of Dian originally confifted, and in this 
the nature of all fin, as ruch, doth flill confifi, viz. \\'ith
drawing the allegiance due to God, and refufing fubjetlion 
to his will. The language of every unrene\ved heart. 
and the language of every finner's pra8ice is, "Our lips 
" are Ollr 0\YI1, who is lord over us ?" Bllt he tllat is re~ 
ne\\·ed and born again, hath feen his o\vn entire depend
ance upon God, hath feen his Maker's right of domi. 
niOIl, and the obligation upon all his creatures to be, ill 

every refpett, fubfervient to his glory, and without re
ferve fubmiffive to his \vill. He hath feen this to be Inoll 
U fit" . and ~\ reafonable,'~ becauie of the abfolute perfeCti
on all(l illfinite excellence of the divine nature. He is 
cOn\·illced that all preferrillg of our \viJI to that of God, is 
a criminal ufurpation by the creature of the unalienable 
rights of the great Creator and fovereign proprietor of aU. 

Regeneration, then, is communicating this new prin
c:ple, and giving it iuch force as that it may obtain arid 
prelerve the afcendency, and habitually govern the will. 
Every one may eafily fee the different operation and 
efieas of this principle and its oppofite, by the different 
tarriage and behavior of men in the world. The rnre-

• 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
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newed man reeks his own happinefs immediate.ly and ul. 
timately: it is to pleafe himfdf that he conflantly aims. 
This is the caufe, the uniform caufe, of his preferring one 
aCtion to another. TI1is cietermines IJis choice of em
ployment, enjoyments. companions. His religious ac
tions are not chofen, but fllbnlitted to, thioU~h fear of 
worfe. lIe confiders religion as a refiraint, and the divine 
law as hard and fevere. So that a ihort and fum mary 
defcription may be given of man in his natural nate
rrhat he hath forgotten his fubjeCtion, that God is de
throned, and felf honored, loved, and fer\:ed in Ilis room. 

This account will ap~ar to be jnn, from every view 
given us in fcripture of -,ur iiate and character, before or 
after converfion. It appears very clearly, from the firfr 
condition required by our Saviour of his difcip]es, viz. 
{elf.denial. "Then faid Jefus to his difciples~ If any 
" man \vi!l come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take 
" up his crofs, and follow me."· All t]lofe \\9ho are 
brought ~ck to a {enle of their duty and nbligation as 
creatures, are ready to fay, D()t with their tongues onl}?, 
but with their hearts, " Thou art worthy to receive ~Iory 
" and honor, and power, for thou haft created all things, 
" and for thy pleafure they are and ,\~ere created."t It 
ought to be attended to, what is the import of this, when 
fpoken from convittion. They not only confider God as 
being moll great, and therefort! to be feared; hut as infi. 
nitely holy, as abfolutely perfect and therefore to be loved 
and ferved. They elleem all his commands concerning 
all things to be right. ·fheir I)wn lemaining corruption 
is known, felt, and confeffed to be wrong. rrhis law in 
their members, waning againfi the law of God in their 
Dlinds, is often deeply lamented, and, by the grace of God, 
ftrenuoufiy and habitually refifit!d. 

Perhaps the attentive reader may have obferved, that I 
have frill kept out of view our own great intereft in the 
fervice of God. The rearon is, there is certainly, in e,~e· 
ry renewed heart, a fenfe of duty, independent of in. 
terell. 'Vere this not the cafe, even fuppofing a defire of 

• ~[atth. xvi. 2 -I. 
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rewanl or fear of puniOlment, fhouJd difpofe to obedience. 
it would plainly be only a change of life, and no change of 
)Ieart. At the fame time, as it did not arife from any in
wan] principle, it would neither be: uniform nor Jailing. 
It is beyond all queftion, indeed, that our true intereft is 
infeparabJe from our duty, fo that felf:feekillg~ is 1elf
loting; but flill a fenfe of duty Oluft have the pre(:edenc:', 
otherwife it changes its nature, and is .. ~opc:rly fpeaking, 
no duty at all. 

To honor Goll in tIle heart, then, and to ferve him in 
tbe life, is the firft anti Jligilell defire of him that is born 
again. This is not, and cannot be the cafe, \\-ith an~l in 
a natural !late. But, · before we proceed to the other pelr
ticular implied in this change, it will not be improper to 
make an obfervation, ,vhich I hope ,viII have the greater 
weight, when tile foulldation of it is frefh in the reader's 
mind. Hence may be plainly feen the reafon why pra
tanl! and wcrldly men have fuch a tendency to felf-righte
oufhefs, while tht. truly pious are filled with an abhorrence 
of that foul.deftroying fallhood~ This, I dare fay, ap
pears ftrange to many, as I confefs it bath often done to 
nle, before j had thought fuHy upon the fllbjeCl: : that thofe 
WllO are evidelltly nOlle of -tIle flriClefl in l)oint of clora]s, 
and have leaR of that killd to boafi of, fhould yet b~ the 
mof! profe[ed admirers and defenders of the doCtrine of 
juftification by works, and defpifers of the doctrine of the 
wace of God. But the folution is eafy al1(i natural. 
'VorIdly men have no jufi fenre of their natural and un· 
allenahle obligation to glorify God in their thoughts, words, 
alld aaions., and therefore all tllat they (10 in religion, 
they look upon as a meritorious fervice, and thitl k that 
certainly fomethin~ is due to tlleln 011 that aCCOullt. rrhe}· 
think it ftrange if they have walked foberly. regularly, 
and deceq.tly, efpecially if they have been firiCt and punc
tual in the forms of divine worfhip, that God fhould not 
be obliged (pardon the e~preffion) to reward them accord
ing to their works. It is a h~\.r(l fervice to thein, they do 
it only tilat they may be re\\,'ar(led, or at leaf} may not fur. 
fer for the neglect of it, and therefore cannot but infifi 
\ll)on the merit of it. 



On R{ftlltTQlion. 

On the other hand, thore \l~llO are bom of God, are fc:n. 
fable that it is the duty of e\rery rational creature to Jove 
God with all his heart, and to confecrate all his powers 
and faculties to his i\Iaker's fervice. They are convinced 
that, \vhoever Ibo.uld do fo without fin, would do only 
what is juft and eqlJal, and 11I\'C no plea of nlerit to ad,. 
vance. But when tlley cOllfider ho\v many fins fliJI c)ea\·e 
.... hem, how far thort they ~ome of their duty in f:"cry 

infiance, they a1k fur mercy, and not for reward. and are 
ready to fay with the Pfalmifl David, "If thou, Lord, 
I( thouldeft mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who fhall nand ? but 
" there is forgivenefs with thee, that tlloU ma}~efi be fear .. 
" ed-"" To fum up this reafoning in a ~\V words. The 
reluCtant obedience which fome pay to tile divine )a~y, is 
cOllfidered as a dt:bt charged upon Gocl; whereas real 
obedience is confide red as a debt due to God. Anti 
therefore it muB: always holtl, that the very imperfeaion of 
an obedience itfelf increafes our difpofition to o\-erva!ue 
and rell our dependance upon it. 

SEC rr. II. 

T!,e 8l'cotui part r.1 this chang~. 

T HE next thing implied in a raving change is, that 
the foul rens in God as its chief llappinefs, and ha. 

bitually prefers his favor to evt:ry other enjoyment. On 
this branch of the fubjeCl: I would beg the reader to ob. 
ferve, not only the meaning and fubfiance of the propo
fition, but the order in \vhich it is placed_ rrhere muft 
be firft a devotednefs of mind to God, and a fupreme lead
ing concerll for llis honor and glory. He mull be, if I 
may fo fpeak, again reftored to his original right, his do
luiIlion and throne, \vhilt: the creature is reduced to its 
obedience and fubjeaion. In <:onfequence of this, there 
is an unfeigned acquiefcence in God, as the fource of 
comfort, and a high efteem of his favor as better than life. 
1"his doe~ not go before, nay, is hardly difiinCl: or feparateu 

• Pf:.l. cxxx. 3, 4·. 
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from. :\ ienfe of duty, but is f~unded upon it, and gro .. ·s 
~ut of it. \Vhen a holy foul has feen the infinite excel
ledce and glory of the true God, loves him fupremely, 
and is devoted to him entirely, he alfo delights in him fu
~rJatively. 

Such a perfon is foUy convinced that thore, and thore 
alone are happy, whofe God is the Lord, and that thofe 
who Me afar off from him fhall certainly perifh. In a 
natural Hate, as the fure confc:quen('e of lin, the tranfgref
for flies from God, with a dread and horror of his prelenc~. 
But the renewed foul returns to him "-ith defire, and feels 
an uneafillefs and want that cannot be fupplied but by the 
intimation of pardon, and fenfe of divine )ov~. The 
warmth and fenor of devout affeaion is exprefim in the 
ftrongeft terms in fcripture: "As the hart panteth after 
" the water-brooks, fo panteth n1y foul after thee, 0 God. 
" Aly foul thirfteth for God, for the living God, when 
" (hall I come and appear before God. • Becaule thy lo-
u ving-killdnefs is better than life, my lips ihalJ praife 
"thee. Thus will I blefs thee \\rbiJe I live, I will lift up 
,~ my hands in thy name, my foulfhall he fatisfied as with 
~ marrow and fatners, and my mouth {hall praife thee 
" with jo)-ful lips. "t 

It is neceffary that ferving and delighting in God filould 
be joined togetller on a doubJe account. Their influence 
on one another is reciprocal. It is not eary to diftinguilb 
a confcientious fiudy to ferve and glorify God, from a 
llavilh obedience through fear of divine power, but by its 
being infeparably conneCted with a delight in God, as the 
choice of the heart, alld centre of the affeCtions. On the 
other hand, it is hard to diflinguifh cleaving to God as 
our portion and llappinefs, from an interefied mercenary 
bargain in religion, but by its being preceded by, founded 
upon, liay, even refolve(l into, a fenfe of the fupreme ho
llor due to God for his illfinite excellence. This reafon
able lervice will then be attended with an unfpeakabie 
fweetnefs and complacency, and the all.fufficiency of God 
will be an untbaken fecurity for the happinefs and peace 
of thofe who put their truft in him. 

• rfal. xlii. J) 2. t Pral. lxiii. 3, 4, 5. 
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We may often -~rp.rve t.~re t.-o difr1)ljtions jointly 
e!tening themfel'i~~ and mutually firenr.::.ening ont: ano
ther, in the language and exercifes of the f:lints in feri.,. 
ture. With wbat fervor of fpirit~ and \\-ith \\'~Jat illimit3-
ble force and beauty of ftyle .. do we fil!d ,he Pfalmift Da ... 
vid exprefling himfelf in both vi~ws. Sometimes lie 
makes a full furrcnder of him{elf and his all to the di\"ine 
ferviee and difpofal; at oth\!r times his foul" makes her 
" boaft in God," and he exults in his happinefs and feeu
rity under the divine protellion: "0 my foull thou haft 
" raid unto the Lord .. Thou art my Lord. --The Lord 
" is the portion of mine inheritance, all{} of my Clip, thOll 

" maintaineft my lot: the ,lines are fallen to Ine in plea
" iant plac~s, }7ea, I have a goodly heritage. "t 

Thefe two things are, indeed, often fo intimately uni. 
ted that we are at a 10fs to know \vhether l\ge fhould inter
pret the language of the facred writers as a profeffion of 
duty, or an expreflion of delight, as in the following words: 
" I will ling unto the Lord as long as I live, I will fing 
" praife unto my God while I have my being.-My me. 
" ditation of him fhall be f wee~ I will be glad in the 
"I~rd.J'! How deeply the Pfalmift \\~as penetrated with 
a rente of the honor and fervice due to God, may be par
ticularly feen in fome of thofe animated paffages in which 
his enlarged heart caDs upon every creature to join in the 
work (\f praiCe: "BIers the Lord ye his angels, that ex
" eel in ftrength, that do his commandments, hearkening 
" to the voice of his word. Blefs ye the Lord an ye his 
" hofts, ye miniflers of his that do his pleafure. Blefs the 
" Lord all his works, in all places of his dominion. Blels 
" the Lorn,O my foul."11 

It is eafy to iee how this diftinguifhes the natural from 
the new.bom foul; nay, it is eafy to fee how this diflin. 
guifhes the man who is renewed in the fpirit of his Dlind, 
from all others, however variolls their charaC\ers, ho\ve\'er 
different or oppofite their purfuits. wfhe defign of man's 
creation is exprelfed in the Affembly's Shorter Catechifm, 

t Pfal. xvi. 5~ 6. t Pfal. ci,". :) ~), 3 -1, 

Ii PCal. ciii. 20, ~ 1: ~·2. 
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in a Vlay that cln fc .. r~e he altered for the hetter; it was 
that he mi~ht "glorify Gocl, and enjoy him for e\~er." 
A.s he departed from his duty hy fin, '0 alfo .. at the fame 
tin.e .. from his bappinefs. As he refufed to do the wili of 
God, fo he no more fought his favor, but plac«l his hap
pinefs and comfort in the creature " more than the Crea
., tor, who is God bleffed fo.- ever." All unrene,,-ed per-
fons, in cne 1hape or another, place their fupreme happi
nefs in fomething t~.llt is not Gall. Ie this one circuln
fiance they all agree, though the different forms which the 
warJd puts on to folicit their aifetl:ion~ the different degrees 
in which they profecutc it, and the different ways in which 
they apply or abufe it, are fo v~r~- many, that it is impof
iibJe to enUm(~r3te or defcribe th~m~ l"hollgh there is but 
one God the idols of the nations are innumerable. Tllere 
is bllt Oile ,vay to peace, and if tnat is negle8ed, the unfa
tisfaaory nature of all created elljoyments makes men fly 
froln one earthly comfort to another, till they feel, by late 
ex~rience, the vanity of them all. Their flate is juflly 
defcribed by the l\~ife man, \vhen Ile fays, " Lo this only 
"have: I found, that God made man upright, but they 
" ha\~e fought out mallY inventions. "4" 

It may not be improper here, jufi to hint at a few of the 
principal PUrfllits by which the charaaers of" men are di .. 
verfified, their hearts and cares divided, and the one thing 
needful forgotten and difregarded. Some there are who 
yield themfelves up to the unreftrained indulgence of 
pleafure. Senfual appetite and paffion carry them on 
wi!h unbridled fury. The lnft of the flefh, the lufl of the 
eye, and the pride of life, poffefs their aifeCliol1s, and their 
prevailing defire is to gratity thefe appetites, as far as their 
fttuation and circumflances enable them, or the rival pur .. 
fuits of others will permit them. 1'his, which is ufually 
the firfl attempt of unfanEtified and ungot7emcd youth, is 
well defcribed by the wife man, in the following firong 
caution againft it: "Rejoice, 0 young man, in thy 
" youth, and let thine heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
" youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the 
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" light of thine eyes: but know thou, th:lt for all there 
C' things~ God will bring thee into judgment. n .. Ffhis is 
the path of the abandOlli:J and Ilea veo-(laring profti~t~, 
who caRs off all fear (Jf Gocl, who b'lrftS afunder e'-en· . 
bond, "who draws iniquity with cords of vanity, and fin:. 
&, as it were with a cart ro~. " 

Again, There are fome \vhofe hearts are ret upon pre
rent gain. Inftead of making that fober and moderate 
ufe of this world and its elljoyments, which becoilleth 
lnortal creatures, thp.y look UPOll it as their 110me. In
fiead of confillering it onl}" as a meall to a higher end, they 
have it as their chief or principal ~;ew, to fecure or en
large their poffeffion of it. Thefe" fay to the gold, 1~hou 
" art my refuge, and to the fine gold, 1'hou art Iny con .. 
" fidence. "...-.l'hey think their "houfes ",ill enclure for
"ever, and their d\velling. places to all generations." 
This is often th~ fin of riper years: and, that the brlltifh 
folly of finners may Dlore eminently fhow itfelf~ it is 
often the reproach and fcandal of old age, \vllen its all
furdity is moft fenfible and apparent. What doth it fig
nify 110W much men of this charnaer (lefpife the levity of 
youth, or bate the filthy receptacles of ienfuality and luft. 
while their alFeB:ions are fupremely fet upon the prefent 
world, while" they blefs the covetous, whom the Lord 
" abhorretll ?', 

It is often fufDcient to raife in every ferious perron a 
mixture of compaffion and indignation, to hear thofe with 
whom poverty is the only crime, openly pleading f9r, 
and boaning of their attachment to the world, or treating 
with a {mile of contempt thofe who tell them, from the 
word of God, that it is vain. Though nothing is more 
frequently confirmed by experie'lce, it is ufual to confider 
this as only pulpit declamation, a part of our bufinefs and 
profeffion, but containing a maxim that cannot be applied 
to common life. Let all fuch be illformed, \vhetl1er they 
will hear it or not, that, however regular and abfiemiou:; 
they may be as to all ienfual indulgence, however diU· 
gent, eager, and fuccefsful in trade, "except they be born 
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"aga:n, ta'ley cannot fee the kingdom of God." And, 
that they may not decei,·e themfelves, but know in part 
at leal!~ "'ilerein this change confifleth, let them perufe 
and Fonder tht: following paflage of the apOnle John ~ 
" Lovf! not the world, neither the tilings that are in the 
U world: if any n1an love the world, the love of the I·~a. 
" ther is not in him."· 

Once more. There V.re fome \,-ho \valk in the path of 
amhition. Pride and vain glory is the idol at whore fhrine 
they bO\v. Tlu::fe" indeed, may he divic.kd into very dif. 
ferent claffes. Pride, \vhich nlay l1e called the lllafier. 
paffion of the human frame, takes in the Inoft extC!nfive 
and uni\~erfal range. rrllere is 'carce any fiate in which 
it is not able to exert itfelf, fcarce an)' cirCllmfiallce which 
it is not able to convert into the means of its o\\'n gratifi
cation. All ll~tl)ral arl\!antages \\·hiell men enjoy over 
others, w)lether in refpeCl: of L)ocly or mind; all the ,addi
tional trappiugs of fociety., viz. wealth, nation and office; 
all acquired advantages, intellectual, or even moral, be. 
come the fue1 of pricle. As fOlne endeavor byextraor
tlinary aaions to fpread their fame in public life, others, 
though in a narrower fphere, are under the habitual go. 
yemment of the fame Jdire. \VhiIe great men are taking · 
cities, antI <lefiro}'illg kingdolns, to get themfelves a name, 
otllers of meaJler rallk are v}·ing \vith one another in 
dreis, furniture, and equipage, or fllCh inferior arts as 
they have been able to attain. Nay, thofe who never did 
allY tIling that could nlerit praife, too often fhe\\y them
felves ul1cler the governlnent of the moR 11ateful and de
tefied kind of ambition, by a rancorous malice and envy 
againft ruch as excel or outfhine them. \Ve may go a 
fiep fartller, and fay, there is great reafon to believe, that 
in [orne, tile cultivation of tlleir Illirlcls, long anti afficluollS 
application to fiudy, zealous and fuccefsful endeavors to 
promote the public good, ought to be afcribed to no other 
fottrce, to no higher Dlctive. 

I thought I couid not fall upon any way to illuftrate 
t!~is part of my fubjeB:, which would make it more intel .. 
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ligible, than to give this {hart vic\v of the cLaraClers. and 
purfuits of the nlell of the \vorJd; 'lnd then to obfervc, 
rl"hat the change in regeneration. doth proptrly confiti: in 
a ftrong iu\vard conviction of the vanit.Y of \vorld!y enjoy .. 
ments of every kind; and a perfuaiion, that the h!vor 
and enjoyment of God is infinitely' i"llperior to them all. 
"Vhatever other difftrences there nlay be, this \viII be 
fOUllcl il1 every child of God,. from the hight::li to the lo\veft, 
from the richefi to the pooreii: fronl the \viitdl to the mott 
ignorant; and from the oldefi to the younger:. Every 
fuch one \viII be able to fay \vith the Pfaitni[t, c.. rI'hert be 
" many that fay, 'Vho ,viII fhe\v us any good? Lord, lift 
" thou up the light of thy countenance UpOll us. rl'hou 
'.' han put gladnefs in my heart, more than in the tinle 
" that their corl"! and their ,vi11e -increafed. I \\" ill both 
" lay me down in peace, and. fleep, for thou, Lord, only 
" makeft me d\vell in fafety.". 

I 1hall afterwards have occafion lTIOre fully to explain 
the cOlnparative influence of th is defire; but bc:lore 1 COIl
clude this feCtion, mull Inake the t\VO following rtlnarks : 
I. That the favor of God lllUfi appear to the believer as 
abfolutely neceffary to his comfort. 2. As full and fuili .. 
cient for that purpofe. 

I. He that is borrl again, confiders the favor ofGoc.! as 
abfolutely neceIfary to his comfort. He fees the elnptine~s 
and inherent vanity of all things eIre. Even \vhen tht 
\vorld fmiles, even \vhen things fucceed ,v'itl! hirll to his 
willi, he will not refl: fatisfied \vith any, or all tcn~j p8r~J 
lllercies. He \\till, above all, deiire all intereft in tl!c\t 
love which God beareth to his U chofen people," a right 
by promife or covenant to the ufe of preient comforts, and 
the favor and protection of his fpeciai providence. Ho,\· 
contrary this to the telnper of many, ,vho ha\·e a nanle to 
live while they are dead? If the \vorld fnliles, they follo\v 
it with eagernefs, and embrace it ,vith cOlnplacency, \vhil~ 
they are cold and indifferent in their defires to'\'~rds 
God. Perhaps, when they are difireffed \vith out\vard 
calanlities; when experience conftrains thenl to COl1[(:fs 
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the vanity of the creature, they cry to <.;od for "elier. 
But when cafe and profperity return, they foo~ fc,rbet his 
works, are well pleafed with their cOlluition, and neither 
grieve for his abfence, nor are afraid of his anger. rrhis 
1he\vs plainly, that whatever occafiollal fymptoms t)ley 
may diicover, they are fup.-er~ly and h:lbitu~\lly poffeffed 
by a love of the world, ar. j deJire of fenfual gratification. 
In oppofition to this, every real ChriH'~·. fets the favor 
of God to be fo abfolutely necelfary, that he colnnot be 
without it. lIe fees it to be more neceUary than riche:;, 
honors, or pleafures; nay, than health, or even lift: itfe1f ; 
all which he ',alues chiefly as they are th'! fruits of the 
divine bollllty ~.s tokells of divitle love, al)(l as they af. 
lord llim an Oprnrtul1ity of promoting the divine glory. 
He is read}? to fay with the Pfalmift, "Whom have I in 
" heaven but thee? and there is none upon earth that I 
U defire beliJes thee: my flefh and my heart faileth, but 
,. God is the flrength of my heart, and my portion for 
" ever."· " . 

2. lIe that is born again, confiders the favor of God as 
full and fufficient for llis COIllfort and happillefs. 1-'hat 
is to lay, he is habitua1ly fatisfied with this as his portion, 
'v 11ether there be abundance or firaitnef.,) as to outward 
provifion. He counts the,favor of God as abfolutely ne
ceffary, but nothing eire is confidered as fuch. No earth
ly elljO}'ments can fatisfy him \vithotlt G()(l's favor; but 
this \viII fatisfy him, be llis outward contlition \Vllat it \vill. 
1 am far from meaning to affirm, tl1at evety good man is 
free from the leafi rifing nlurnlur, tIle leafl: illlpatient or 
rebellious thought. If it were. fo with any man, he would 
be perfect in holinefs; but I mean to fignify, that this is 
his habitual and prevailing temper. He is inwardly con .. 
vinced, that thofe alone are happy; and that they are, 
and filaU be, compleatly happy, who are reconciled to 
God, and the objeEts of his fpecial love. His own re
maining attac}lnlent to prefeilt tllings, aIlcl immoderate 
forrow under outward calamity, he fincerely laments as 
his \veaknefs, and 11unlbl}· conie[es as l1is fin. I-Ie en .. 
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~~avors to fupply the void left by every earthly comfort. 
when it is withdrawn, by the fdnc:fs and allfufficit>Ilc.:y 
of God. He pofJefics, ill fomt: meafure, and brc.ttht:s 
after more and more of the tem.?er exprctTed in tilt! t\\·~ 
following pafI"ages of fcripture: " Although my b~· I~~ Je 
" not fo with God, yet he hath made witll me all e' ~ 
" ing covenant, ordered in all thilhS, and rure; Lr t •. :;; 

"is all my falvation, and all Illy clefire. ". Altho:tgh 
'e the fig-tree mall not blo[om, l1either fhall fruit l):.· in 
" the vines; the labor of the OJi\'f fhall fail, antI the iit:ld 
" 1hal1 yield no meat; the flock fhaJI be cut oft· from ! Ile 
~4 fo:d, and ther~ iliall be no herd in tile ilal1s; }'et \viII 
" 1 rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my fal. 
" vation. "t 

Thus I ha;-e endeavored to 110int out w!lcrein the 
change in rti:)\.:leration doth immediately; .nd Droperly 
confift. It is j'lfl the recovery of the moral image of God 
upon the heart; that is to fay, to love l1im fllprenlely and 
ferve him ultiloately, as our Ilighefl end; alld to cieli?llt 
in him fuperlative1y, as our chief good. This recovt:rr, 
however, is but begun on earth. It is gradually improved 
in the progrefs of fanCl:ification, and fila]l be fully . ~!)m
pleated at the refurreCtion of the juft. The fum of the 
moralla\v is to love the Lord our God with all our heart, 
and fcuI, and firength, and mind. Tnis is the duty of 
every rational creature; and, in ord.cr to obey it perfeCt. 
ly, no part of our inward affeaion or actual fervice ought 
to be, at any tilne, or in the leaft degree, mifapplied. 
This is the cafe \\7ith no nlere man" \vhile 11e cOlltinues 
in the body. But regeneration confins in the principle 
being implant6d, obtaining the afcendency, and 11abitu
alIJT pre\railing over its oppofite. Ev"en in thofe ,,'ho are 
born again, there \~ri!l fiiIl be Inal1)9 flruggles bet\veen tIle 
" law of fin in their melnbers," al1d the " la,~ of God ill 
" their minds." This we find deeply lamented by the 
apofile PallI: "0 \,,·retched man tllat I am, \vho iliall 
" deliver me from the body of this death ?"t It ought to 
give unfpeakable confolation to the chrifiian, \\-hen he re. 
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fleas, that the feed which is planted by divine grace. 
1hall be prefened by divine power. A gracious God will 
neither fufFer it tG be fmothered by contending weeds, 
!lor deftroyed by the inclemency of this tempeftuous cli. 
mate, till· it be tranfplanted into the mildct regions of 
peace and ferenity above. 

SEC T. III. 

TJi~ ~a8 oj r~gm~rati~n.; 'With 8!Jm~ oj th~ principal nJi .. 
dencea oj its sillccrity. 

IN the further prorecution of this head, I propofed to 
mention fOlne of ~he principal evidences and fruits of 

a faving change. Thefe, no dobut, it were cafy with 
fufficient propriety greatly to extend and enlarge, be. 
caure they include all the marks and figns of real religi
on, fuited to every charaCler and ev"erv fituation In which 
a chrillian can be placed. The heart being renewed, the 
life will of neceffity be reformed; and holinefs in all man
ner of converlanon, including the dtlties of piety towards 
God and juftice and charity towards men, will be its na. 
tiyc and genuine effeCt.. But this would be too wide and 
genercJ a field. I find moft writers on this fubjeB: take 
particular notice of the new views and apprehenfions 
which the regenerate perfon hath of himfelf, and every 
Other thing or perfon to which he ftand! related. I 1hall 
therefore very 1bortly obferve, he who is born again, dif. 
eovers his new nature and life by new apprehenlions of 
God-of himfelf-of the world-of eternity-of Jefus 
Chrift the Saviour of finners-and of all the ordinances uf 
his appointment. 

l'he regenerate perfon has new views of God, both in 
refpelt Qf greatnefs aod goodnefs. He really and inward
ly believes the being, prefence, power and providence of 
God, which he in a great meafure diibelieved before. 
Wllereas formerly, evell "hat he did believe of God was 
reldom in his thoughts; now it is almoft impoffihle for 
him to look upon any thing, or perron, or event, without 
confidering its. ,relation to God. 0 what "terrible majef. 
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"ty" does his fanai6ed underftanding perceiYe in this 
Being of Beings, compared to the times of his former 
blindnefs ? What a luftre and glory does the opened eye 
fee in all the divine perfeaions? Above all, what a rae 
vifhing and afionifhing view has he of the divine goodnefs 
and love? Wicked men, governed by felf.love, are there. 
fore infenfible of obligations. Inordinate in their defires, 
they are never fatis6ed with their poffefflOns: whereas 
the child of God difcovers and confeffes the infinite good. 
nefs of his Creator in all his mercies, of the leafl of which 
he is not worthy. 

He hath quite new apprehenfions of himfelf, his own 
charaCl:er and ftate. Before, he thougllt himfelf his own 
maller, looked upon every religious law a~ a hard and ty. 
rannical reftraint; but now, he fees that he belongs to 
God: he now remembers his Creator, confeffes his obli
gations, and mourns for his tranfgreffions. A converted 
fInner often admires and ftands aflonifhed at his own tor
mer conduCt. He wonders at the boldnefs of a poor guil
ty helplefs rebel, perhaps curfing and blafpheming, per
haps rioting in fenfuality and luft. He wonders tha~ the 
power of God did not arreft him in his courfe, and by 
fome fignal ftroke, make him a ftanding monument of 
righteous· indignation. He trembles to think of his for. 
mer ftate, and it excites in him a deep and lively acknow. 
ledgment of the riches of divin~ grace. How great a 
fenfe of this does the apoftle Paul often exprefs in his own 
cafe; "who was before a olafphemer, and a perfec!1tor, 
" and injurious. Ffhis is a faithful faying, and worthy 
" of all acceptation, that Chrifl Jefus came into the world 
" to rave finners, of \vholn I am chief. ". 

1'1he above is often connef\ed with, and increafed by 
his views of the world and of worldly men. The charm 
is now broke, the falfe colors are now taken off from tile 
world and all its enjoyments. How ardently did. he love 
them once? how eagerly did he profecute them? and how 
rich did he efteem them? He en vied every one who por. 
feffed th~m, and thought that none ruch could fa.il of beine 



completely happy. But now, he can never {eparate the 
idea of riches from temptation, and often confiders the 
dreadf'11 change of Rate in thofe who are carri~ about in 
pomp and grandeur on earth; who are dothed in purple 
and fine linen, and fare rumptuouny every d3Y; but :tr~, 
in a linle time, tormented in hell fire. }--ormerly~ he \·3-

lued perfons by their Ration, by their ,,·ealth, b}9 their fpi. 
rit and genius, or other natural qualifications. But n 0\\" , 

a chritlian in a cottage appears more honorable and more 
amiable than a blafphemer in a palace. Now ~ his h9rt 
is joined to e'-ery fervant of Chrin, though defpifed in the 
world. though emaciated by ficknefs, though defonn~d 
with old age; nay, though loathfi)me and fonlh.i thrGugh 
penury and want. He fees the beaury of theie excellent 
ones of the earth, under all their prefent difadvmtages, 
and in them is ali his delight. '\tith regard to perfons of 
an ojlpofite charaaer, the penitent often recolle8s, with a 
bleeding heart, his fondnefs for, and attachment to finful 
companions; and his kindn~fs to theln is con\:erted into 
a. yearning tendernefs and comllaftion for their miferable 
fiate. 

Further, the regenerate perfon has new apprehenfions 
of eternity.. Former]y, the fhadows and vanities of time 
fo engroffed his thoughts, fo fined and occupied his fight, 
that· eternity was feldom at all, and never fully in view. 
But now, it is frequently and ftrongly upon his mind. 
Now it, as it were, joins itfelf with, and points oot its own 
relation to every fubjea, and its concem in every purfuit. 
Now, it is prefent as the objet! of faith, to correa tJo..e 
falfe reprefentations of fenfe, and to oppofe the unjuft 
clainl of earthly and momentary gratifications. Former
ly, things unfeen were COllnted in a manner precarious 
and fabulous. of fmall moment in any deterlnin~tion: but 
no\v, there is fnch a difcovery of the great realities of ano. 
ther \vorld, as weiglls down all created thiI)gS, and makes 
thenl feel as a featller ill the balance. 

Let us here nand !lill, and r,aufe a little. Let me be. 
feech every reader to ponder this refleCtion, which I can
not pars. OIl! what concern have we all in all everlafl' 
lng endlefs etel"nity! 0 rul~ea without lNunds! \Vho i& 
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able to do it juftice in wonls? ~no is able to reach it 
even in thought? Happinefs that fhall continue through 
everlafling ages. ltr.tery, anguifhll torment, that fhall 
n~ver have 3n end. Are we aU .. without e~cepliGnll to he 
fo divided at laft? Yes; the gre.~t Judge fhaU Jepar:lte the 
righteous 'rolD the wicked, 2nd Ihall fc! the one 011 his 
right-hand, and the other on his left. Shall then ("onl
panions on earth; fhlll fellow.citizens, and fellow-to). 
lliers; the deareft mends and the neareR reJatiolls, he 
partetl afunder, and take a long, long eternal (;,rewd? 0 
the ftrong deceit and ilh.!ion of fin .. that is ahle to hide 
eternity from dying men! 0 the inconceiv-ablc: hlindneJs 
of !hofe \\·ho a"e unmindftll oi a future Rate, \\ZOhiJc the)
inhabit thefe taHernac1es of clay, which are fo often tottcr
ing; which are daily walling, and fhaU fo foon fa!l in 
pieces and cruDlble into dufi! How is it poflible we fhould 
forget, that in a little lime && we Inun aU appe~r belore the 
U judgment-feat of €britt" 

The regenerate peTfon has alfo oew views of Jcfus 
C!lrift, tbe great and only Saviilur of filUlen. Before, he 
was " \~ithout form or comelincfs, or any beauty, th~t he 
" mould delire him." Before, (as is, alas! the cafe with 
very man}-) all the troths, relating to the perion, charac
ter, and office of a Mediator ,,"ere hatecl as abfllroities, or 
defpifed as enthufJafm. They were nick.named nonfenle .. 
cant, and unintelligible fluff. Or if decency fo,t~d this, 
they were altogether cold and without reliOl. But now, 
the nanlC ot' a Saviour is " precious-evell as oilltlnent 
-.C poured forth.". ·rhe ftrongeft language is too weak 
to exprefs his gratitude, or breathe out his )o\-e. "He is 
" white and ruddy, the chief among ten thoufand :-yea, 
" he is altogether 10velY."f How great is the difference 
betu'een the felf-righteous formalift and the hUluble peni
tent? The one, trufting in himfelf that he is righteou~, 
knows little of the value of a Saviour; tbe other, deeply, 
penetrate<l with a fenfe of guilt, and flrongly confcious ot 
abfo)ute weakner~, " counts all things but 10fs, for the ex. 
" celleney of the knowledge of Chrin Jefus his Lord; and 
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" defires to be found in him. not balling his own righte. 
" oufnefs, \vhich is of the law, but that \vhich is through 
" the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs that is of God by 
" faith. I,. . 

Again, the regenerate perron has new views of the or
dinances of Chrift's appointment. They were formerly 
his burden, now they are his delight. Before, the fabbath 
\Vore, as it were, a fable garb, and an ofl"enfive gloom. It 
was looked upon as a piece of confinement and rellraint. 
He was ready to fay, " What a wearinefs is it; when will 
" the Sabbath be over, and the new moon, that we ll1ay 
" f~t forth corn, and fell wheat?" But now, he calls it a 
deiight, the u holy of the Lord, and honorable." Now, he 
thirfis after the water of life, 'efieen)s, loves, and defires 
the word of God. He now readily joins the holy Pfalmill 
in all thofe fervent expreffions to be found in his writings, 
of affeCtion to the truths alld ordinances of God. "0 how 
" Jove I thy law! it is my meditation all the day.t The 
" law of thy mouth is better to me than thpufands of gold 
" and filver.! My foul thirfteth "for thee; my flelh long
" eth for thee, in a dry and thirfty land, where no water 
U is. To fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have feen it 
" in the fantluary.jJ I was glad when they faid unto me, 
" let us go into the houfe of the Lord; our feet filall Hand 
, .. withinihy gate$, 0 Jerufalem !" •• 

Sufter me now to conclude this general account of the 
f}lirit and temper of the regenerate, with a few particu. 
lar cha.raclers, by which they will commonly be diflin. 
guifhed. 

I. The new nature will difcover itfelf by great humi
lity. 1'here is no difpofition more the objeCt of divine 
abhorrence and deteftation, than pride; nor confequent. 
Iy, any more amiable and neceffary than humility- \Ve 
are told, that " God refiUeth the proud, but giveth grace 
u to the humble."tt To the fame purpofe the prophet 
" Ifaiah, For thus faith the high and lofty One, that inha. 
" biteth eternity, whore name is holy, I dwell in the high 
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" and holy place; with him alfo that is of a contrite and 
" humble fpirit, to reviv~ the fpint of the humble, and to 
" revive the heart of the contrite ones.'). Pride was the 
fin by which the angels fell from their glory and happinefs. 
It appears to have been the chief ingredient in the firtl fin 
of man ; and in general, the leading part of a finful charac
ter. Before there can be any faving chan~; before then: 
can be any eileem or reli1h of the gofpel of the grace of 
God, there muft be a deep humility of mind, and thorough 
conviCtion of guilt and wretchednefs. This muft flill con
tinue, alld have a conRant and vifibJe effea upon the 
believer's temper and carriage. Ffhe truth is, the 
way in which a finner's peace is made with God, the 
ground on which his hope and comfort is founded" and 
the means of his improvement in the fpirituallife, all con
fpire in making hilU humble. "\Vhere is boafting? It 
" is excluded. No ftcfh is permitted to glory" in the di. 
vine prefence. Every fincere penitent, every real be· 
liever, every profiting difciple of Chrift, learns the empti
nefs of the creature, the fulners, fovereignty, power, wife 
dom, and grace of the Creator and Redeemer, from all 
that he hears, and from all that Ile feels. 

In his former ftate, eitller his ignorance of God, or his 
wrong views of God and of himfelf. made him fet a high 
value upon his own interefl, and think he had a high 
claim to bappinefs, and fuccers of every kind. This 
made him repine at the courfe of Providence, and very 
hardly allow that jufHce was done him when his attempts 
were defeated, or his defires difappointed. '\That fullen 
impatience do many fhew under the hand of God? \\'Phat 
corroding envy pofieffes their minds when they take a 
view of the (perhaps miftaken) happinefs of others? But 
lle that is born again is deeply fenfible, that be deferves 
nothing at the hand of God. His habitual fentiments and 
language, are the fame with what we find in fcripture fa 
frequent with the faints: "I am not worthy of the leaft 
" of all the mercies, and of all the truth which thou haft 
" £hewed unto thy fervant.t-1t is of the Lord's merdes 
" that we: are not confulned, becaufe his compafIions fail 

~ If. Ivii. 15. t Gen. xxxii. 10. 
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" not •• --Unto Ine, \vho am lefs than the Jean of ail faints, 
" is this grace given. "t Wbel'eas formerly he was apt 
to vie\v his own cbara6:er \vith much compla~ence, all(l to 
lla\:e high thOOg]lts of the dignity of human virtue, now he 
hath changed the Rem pride of philofophy, fOT the felf. 
denial and meeknefs of the gofpel. He has fueh views 
of the glory and majefty of God, of the punty of his law, 
and of the holinefs of his nature) that he fillks, as it \\'ere, 
into nothulg in his 0"'11 fight, and kno\vs n~t 110W to tllro\\r 
himfelf into a low enough pofiure in the divine prefence • 
.Agreeably to this we have ~ firiking piaure drawn by our 
Saviour in the parable of the Pharifee and publican, of 
true penitence, particularly as ftanding in oppofition to 
felf-fuf5ciency and pride: "rfbe Pharifee flood and pray
" ed thus with himfelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
, .. other men are, extortioners, unjufi, adulterers, or even 
" as this publican. I fall twice in the week, I give tithes 
" of all that I poffefs. And tJle publican ftanlling afar off, 
's ,,"om!l not lift up fo much as his eyes Ullto heaven, but 
U (mote upon his breaft, faying, God be mercifJI to me a 
" fanner."! 

Further, true reJrgion makes a man humble toward his 
fellow creatures, as \vell as to\varcl God. l"he one, in
dml, is the certain and nece[arv effeCt of the other. E\~e
ry tbing which one man can enjoy in preference to ano
t:~er, alld \vhic.'t Qrdiilarily becomes the fuel of pride, is the 
gift of God, and therefore there is no room left to glory. 
'Vbat difiinHion can a:lY man enjoy above another, but 
it mull be of one of thefe two kinds, worldly advantages, 
or fpiritual gifts? Now worldly advantages are of no 
fuch value, in the eye of a real Chriflian, as to he matter 
of boafiing.. All f\velling on this account is dFeaually re· 
tlrained by true religion: that which brings eternity in 
view, makes all temporal things of wonderfully little va
lue, to ha\re or to lofe. And even ftilllefs will a good 
man glory in his advantages over others of a fpiritual kind. 
Pride can never be fo greatly mifplaced, as when it fhows 
itfelf here. The Chrifiian will fay to bimfelf, in the 
words of the apofUe Paul, " For who maketh thee to differ 
• I.am. iii. 2. t Ephef. iii 8. t Luke xviii. 11) 12, 1 S. 
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•• from another? And what haft thou, tl1lt thou didfi not 
II receive? Now if thou didft receive it, why doft thou 
" glory as if thou hadft not received it ?". 

I cannot help alfo obfe"ing here, that every true con. 
vert is naturally led to confider himfelf as the chief of fin
ners, and every real Chriftian to reckon that others arc 
preferable to him in holinefs and fpintual attainments. 
This is often taken notice of by religious writers, in a per. 
rea: confiftency both with (cripture and experience. We 
fee this was the cafe with the apoftJe Paul, that eminently 
holy, faithful, and aflive minifterof Jefus Chrift. He ex
prefsly Riles himfelf the " chief of finner'S ;" and fays, 
" Howbeit, for this caufe I obtained mercy, that in me 
&\ firft," or in me as a capital and leadinJ( infiance, " Je
u fus Chrift might fhew forth all long-fufFering, for a pat
" tern to them "fhich fhould bere,Iter believe on him to 
" life everlafting. "t And elfewhere to the fame purpofe, 
with a view to his minifterial labors; "For I am the leaR 
" of the apoftles, that am not meet to he called an apollle, 
"becau.'C I perfecuted the church of God; but by the 
" grace of God, I am what I am, and his grace which was 
~, beftowed upon me was not in vain, but I labored more 
" abundantly than they all: yet not J, but the grace of 
" God which was with me."l This is eafy to be account. 
ed for. Every man muft have a far more cleaT difcovery 
and conviCtion of his own fins, in their heinous nature 
and aggravating circumftan~es, than of thofe of any other, 
as well as a greater infight into the remaining corruption 
of his own heart& Hence it is natural for hilll to conclude, 
that none have been fo deeply indebted as himfelf, to the 
riches of divine grace, for pardon and recovery. 

From every view we can take of the matter, therefore, 
it is plain that the regenerate penon mull be, according to 
the ftrong and beautiful language of the Holy Scripture, 
.. ~lothed with humility. t, He muft be very humble; he 
mull be hunlble in every refpe8:; he muft be inwardly, 
habitually, conllantly, univerfaUy humble. I know no 
difpofition better fitted either to determine our charaaer in 

• I Cor. iv. '/. t Tim. i. 16. t 1 Cor. xv. 9, 10. 
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general, or to decide when the ChriRian is d~fcharging 
any duty in a proper manner. It is alfo a good touch. 
{lone by which to try a profeffion, or apparent z,:al for re· 
ligion. I am fenfible it is a duty openly to protefs Chrifi: 
before men, and that Ile has prolloullced a clreadful threat. 
ening againfl thofe who fhall meanly deny him; "Who. 
" foever fball be afhamed of me, or of my words, in this 
" adulterous and finflll generation, of hiol alfo fhall the 
" Son of Man be afhalned, whetl he CODleth in the g10ry 
" of his Father with the holy angels.". There are many 
of the dutie~ of a Chriftian which require a firm refolution, 
a boldnefs and fortitude of Dlind; }'et even this nl011Jd be 
~companied with humility. Unneceffary oftentation is 
always a fufpicious fign. A Chriflian fhould be conftrain. 
ed, in ail fuch cafes, by a fenfe of duty, and enter upon 
his work with a diffidence of himfelf, and reliance on die 
vine Rrength. 

Let not the reader think this part of the fubjea tedious, 
or extended beyond its due bounds; let him nther enter 
OR a deep and c-areftll fearch into his own heart, and fee 
how it fiailds with Ilimfelf in this particular. There is 
of tell a counterfeit humility. A proud and vain-glorious 
carriage is odious to man as well as to God. Pride in 
one man, is alwa}'s in open hoftility againR: pride ilrt ano
ther; l1ay, pride, w1lell difcovered, effeCtually -defeats its 
o\vn purpofe. Not only is a man who is ''-ain of no,thing, 
juftly and univerfaHy .contemptible, but in:all cafes, as So-
10010n fays, " for a Dsan to fearch his own glory, is not 
'St glot}7. " Even the moft eminent abIlities, the moft ,ami
able qualifications, and the moil laudable aElions, are great
ly fullied by an apparent vanity and thirfi of praife. It 
is hardly poffil)le to bring others to ackno\\11edge tbat r.nan's 
worth who afferts it withhis 'own tongue, and abfolves the 
\\7orJd by pa}'i11g. tribute to ·himfelf. Hence there is a re
markable obfervation of a foreign ll'riter of etninent ,liety 
-ancl learning, to th·is l)urpofe, Th-at a worldly principle, 
when it is attended with found judgtl~~nt, .and in its high
en perfeCtion, does homage to religion,. by imitating its 
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effeas. . And, indeed, what is all politenefs of carriage, 
but a fort of hypocritalhumility, and an empty profeffionof 
that deference to the judgment and kindnefs to the perions 
of others, which a true Chriftian hath implanted in his 
heart ? 

How felf-deceiving is pride? How many are there even 
ofthofe who have a form of godlinefs, who are wrapt up 
in themfelves, who would have all men to efleeln them, 
who would have their opinions to prevail, and their mea· 
fures to take place, in every matter of the fmal!eft conre
quence, and are never fatisfied but when this is the cafe ~ 
Of this theyare of ten quite infenfiblethemfelve~;, when eve- · 
ry one about them perceives it without the lean difficulty 
or uncertainty. Nay, is it not very furprifing and very 
1amentable, that there is fiill fo much pri<le to be found 
even in good men, which betrays itfelf by m,LIlV eviden~ 
ces, impatience of contradiCtion in their fentimtents, excef
five grief, or immoderate refetltment, when th_eir charac
ters are attacked by unjuft and malicious fiander? It is 
lawful to be fure, in ruch a cafe, to embrace ev-ery oppor
ttlnity of vindication; but, as it is Ilot -wonde'rflll that it 
filould happen, fo the real Chrifiian fhOllld flu41 y to bear 
it with meeknefs, and to forgive it fincerely, as he alk.s for. 
givenefs of God. 

From aU this it is eafy to fee, that the .regenerate per. 
fon mun be hunlble. 'Believe itt 0 ChriiiiaI1l, fo much 
as you have of humility .. fo much you have of true religi. 
on. So much as your fentifllents are altered in this re
IpeCl:, fo much you ha",e ground .to think the change to 
be real; and fo ·mnch as you take root downwards in true 
humility, in the fame proportion yau will hear fruit up
wards, in all the duties of a regular, exemplary, and ufeful 
con verfation. 

2. Another excellent an<l ufe.ful evidence of regenera-. 
tion, is the fanaification of natural and lawful a.fteClions. 
There are, perhaps, few either ·more fure or more plain 
evidences of real religion than this. Regeneration does 
not confilt in giving us ne\\' foul~, new facultie~:, or new 
afieCl:ions, but in giving a new tendency and effeft to thofe 
we had before. There are: .many perfona to whom we 



hear natunlly an aiFefiion, and it is fir from being the 
defign of religion to dellroy this afFe8ion, but to regulate 
it in its meafure, to keep it in its proper channel. and die 
rea it to its proper end. This i.s a part of the fubjeft 
which 1 have always thought of great moment and import. 
ance, on more accounts than~one. It hath pleafed God, . 
by joining ustogether in fociety, to conftituteagreat variety 
of relations; thefe ties are of God's own making, and our 
3ffeflions to all perfons (0 related to us are natural, and in 
fome uf them very flrong. How then do they operate? 
In what manner do. they exprefs themfelves? Nothing 
\vin more evidently prove what is the ruling difpofition of 
the heart. Whenever we love others fincerely, we ihew 
it by defiring and endeavoring to procure for them thofe 
bleflings which we ourfeJves moft highly efleelr." 

Let us take anyone of there relations for an example. 
Does a parent fincerely Jove his children? ReJigion doth 
not weaken, but ftrengthen this afleaion, and add to the 
force of his obligation to ferve them. But if the parent 
truly loveth God above all, how will his Jove to his chil
dren be expreffed? Surely by defiring, above aU, that 
they may be " bom again." Their following finful cour· 
fes \ViII give him unfpeakably more grief than their pover .. 
ty, ficknefs, or even death itfelf. He will be more con
cerned to make them, and Blore delighted to fee themt 

good than great; and, for this purpofe, every ftep of their 
education will be direaed. Would not e\'ery parent thud. 
der at the thoughts of fending a beloved child to a houfe in
feCted with the plague, or any other fc~ne where health or 
lite \vould be ill imminent danger? What then fball \\'e 
think of thofe parents who, frOm the angle profpell of. 
gain, without fcnlple, place their thildren in houfes deel). 
Jy inieac;d with the leprofy of fin, and expore them, with. 
out the lc:aft ncceflity, to the moll. dangerous temptations? 

I know there are fome infiances in fcripture of perfons 
who have been confidered as very pious themfelves. who 
yet were fhamefuUy negli~·nt in this branch of the ir duty. 
Of there Eli, Illentioned in the book of Samuel, is one, 
whure Ions, though in the moil facred oSee, " made them
n feI VtS vile, and he reftrained them not." I imagine I 
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could eafily bring in doubt. if not the reality, at leaft the 
eminence of his piety, and others of the rame kind though 
often taken for granted, without much examination j but 
l-fhall only obfcrve what an oppofite account is given of 
dIe divine condutl toward Eli and towm} .~braham, the 
father of the faithful. He revealed his will, and employed 
in his metrage the child Samuel, to the neglea of Eli, 
grown old in his court~, and denounced the moft fevere 
and terrible judgments againft him and his houle: U Be. 
" hold, I will do a thing in Ifrael, at which both the ears 
" of every one that heamh it bll tingle j in that da, J 
" win perform apnll Eli all things which 1 have fpoken 
" concerning his hook: when I begin I wi!! alfo mw an 
". end. For I have told bim tIat I will judge his hoWe 
" for ever~ for the iniquity which be knoweth."· On the 
contrary, fee the honorable diftinaion put upon Abraham : 
c~ And the Lord raid, Shall I hide from Abraham that 
" thing which I do, feeing that Abraham fhaU fOft., be
" come .. great nation, and all the nations of the eartIa 
" fhaJl be blefted in him. For I know him, that he will 
" command his children and his houfbolcl after bim, and 
" they fhall keep the way of the Lord, to do juflite and 
&, judgment. that the Lon! may bring upon Abraham that 
" which he hath fpoken of him. Itt 

Nothing indeed can be more plain from reJOIl itf~ 
than that, in proportion to the impreflion .hith parents 
have upon the;r own minds of the importance of falvation. 
will be their concern and cue that their children aUG may 
be the heirs of everlafting life. SuBer me to ajk evert 
parent who reads this Qfcourfe, or rathe,. to be&ecb all 
foch, to afk themfelves feriouly, .. ·hat are their own 
ftrongeft defires and hopes concerning their children? ID 
thore nloments when yO~lr ateaions are Condeft, and your 
putia18attering expe&tions moR diftinBly formed. are 
roo oblip~ to confers that your minds run much more 
upon the profpett of your cbildrens living in aIluence and 
fplendOl', or being promoted to places of honor and truI, 
thaD their being brought to • Caving aequaintance wida 

• I SaID. iii. II. 12. 13. t Gca. xliii. !T, 18, 19. 
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Cbrilllkl hilll cnKiied, that whether tiJeylive or die tb~ 
may be the IAInrs? H this is the ~ you have jutl 
ground to fear that you are of that unhappy n~rr,ber wiN) 
" CaYaI' not the things tbat be of God, but the things that 
UI be of man." 

3. Another excellent eVKlence of regeneration is, tJ:~ 
~~on of our attac:hment to worldly ~njoJments in 
~, and habitual fubmiiDon to the will of Gad. So 
10aG as tbis change bkes place. it will immediately and 
cenamly abate the meafure of our attKhlMnt to all nrtb .. 
Iy things. FonnttIy they welf; the all of tile foul, its 
portion and iu teft; bot no. a dear difcov~ry beiug 
lD3,ie fli gaeater and better I*:fJings, tbey mull fall back 
into the fecond plac:e. There is a wonderful difference 
bet.-een the rate and nlue of prefcnt poifd!iOl-:S of any 
kU~ in the eye of him who lives under the imJnflions of 
eternity, and of him who believes it but unuft.tnJy .. ~iao 
wdedlands it very impmealr, and who thinks of it as 
feldom as coofc:iena: win give bim leave. It moft be 
c:oofdcd we are all apt to be immGderatc in oor attKh
ment to outward bJdIings; this is the e.trea and evidence 
of the weaknefs cl our faith: but, fo far as faith is in ex
ercif~ it mol mortify amal aff~on. There is no way 
in which an objea appears fO little, v when it is contraft
cd with one infinitely gt eater, wbich is plainly the cafe 
heie. The truth i~ time and eternity, things !empor31 
and things fpiri~ are the t'ppofite and ril..I objetls of 
human attention and efteem. It is impnftible that ooe~' 
them can be exalted, or olnin indueoce in any bea~ 
without a proportional deprdlion of the other.. rthey are.. 
alfo" as they teveraUy prevail, the marks to diftinguifh 
\bore WllO are. and thofe who are not~ brought again fr001 

the dead. Far as the apoftle (ays. U To be ca.-naUy mind-
1& cd is death, but to be fpiritually Ininded i~ life aud 
M peace.". 

Further, it is not onlJ' in abating the meafure of our 
attach~nt to worldly things that religion (hews itielf, 
and the cbaDge is difcovercd, but in the ufc and applica-

• Rom. ,iii. 6. 
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.. 
tion of them. The Iftl C.briftian's powers and faOl1ti6, 
pcffdIionS and inOuence.. are ct'nfecrated to C~. irIS 
abiiities an: bitt out for the glory of God. lie no mo~ 
confideTS them as a OleaR of ~xcelling otbc:rs, and geUing 
to bimfclf a na.~~ but of doing J:OOJ. He finds it his 
bigheft pleafUIe to fen-e God with his t3.1~llts; he thinks 
~ his duty to pleat fOr him in his converfatioo, to henor 
I.im with his fubftanc~ to enforce and ratify the dmne 
Jaws by his authority and example. 

The rame thing fhews plainly .!ly a Chriftim mull 
manifeft his new nature by (ubolition to the divine will. 
Does be r«-eive his lllelCies from God? Does be Jove 
them Icfs~.an G\XI? Does he eReem it his duty to ole 
them in his fervice ? And em he poftibIy refllfe to refign 
them to his pleafure? I am fenfiNe tIBl re&gllabon to 
the _ill of God, abfolute and unconditioml, i.~ a ¥tty dif
ficult duty, bot it is what every believer habitually ftudies 
to attain. lIe chides his remaining imPltimce and COIn. 

p1ain~ grieves at the continuing ftruggJes of his imper
fetlly renewed will, :and is fenfible that in this the rape
riority of his dcaion to God above the ClUtun: ~-.bt to 
appear. Unrenewed perfons, ".~-n their earthly hopes 
are dir.pprlinted, i,nm~iate!y renew the punuit; they 
only change the objec1 to one more within their reach, or 
they alter their meafure~ aM endeavor to amend the 
fc~me; but rnl Chriftian$, receiving a conriaiOll of 
the nnity of all created things. reek their :efuge and COll

folation in the rulnefs and all-fumcienc,· of God. 
~ 

SEC T. 1\7 • 

• ~ JII'r~ partic-ular rn,uiry ;: ... ·0 lCAat prD~r,'!! c~n$t;tut~$ 11,t! 
$;ncnity ~tM c'~Qng~. 

T HUS I have given a fuccina view of the moll rc
mukable effeas :mel vifible evidences of regenera

tion. I cannot, however, fatisfy myfelf with this, be. 
e.uk I am penuaded the gieat queftion is, how far they 
ought to go, ad to what meafure of ftrength and unifonni. 
ty they ought to arrive. 'There are not a few who may, 

.. 
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in a certain degree, fincerely think tbemfelvea poffeJred 
or moll or all the difpofilions mentioned above, whofe flate 
is neverthelefs very much tC' be fufpe&ed. On the other 
hand, perhaps, forne of the ilumblc::fl, that is to fay! the 
very beft, may be in much fear concerning themfelves. 
becaufe they do not perceive either that vigor or fteadinefs 
in their holy difpofitions which they griJatly defire and arc 
fenfible they ought to attain. Befi~es, w hat hath been 
hidlerto flid is only general, viz. that thore who are hom 
again will have new apprehenfions of things. win be 
hu BIble, mortified to the world, and fubmiflive to the will 
of God. In this vlay it will be moO: applicable to, or at 
leaft moO: fenfible in thore, who had once gone great lengths 
in profanity, and were, by the almighty and fovereign 
grace of God, fnatched as .& brands froln the burning." 
The oppofition between their new and o~d charaaers is 
ordinarily fo great, that it win not admit of any doubt. 
To fome others it may be neceffiuy to make a more Rria 
and particular enquiry int~ the nature of fin cerity , and 
what is the rull and proper evidence of the reality of the 
change. 

That the reader may form as clear and diftina concep
tions on this fubjea as poffible, he lI)ay be pleafed to re
coiled what was obferved above, That perrell: holinefs 
confifis in having the heart wholly poffefl by the love of 
God, without the mixture of any inferior or bafer paffion ; 
and that regeneration confifts in a fupreme defire to gloria 
fy God, an(l a preference of his fal'or to every other en
joyment. Now what chiefly occauons difficulty in dif. 
ceming the reality of this change is, that the,·e is much 
unfubduM fin remaining in the children of God, and that 
there are many counterfeit graces, or appearances of reli. 
gion, in thole who are, notwithllanding, in the "gall of 
"bittenlefs, and in the bond of iniquity." 

That there is a great degree of unmortified corruption 
flill remaining ill the faints of God, and tllat not fo much 
as one is wholly free from it, is apparent from too many 
melancholy proofs. It appears from the pathetic com· 
plaint of the apoftle Paul, formerly referred to, of the law 
in his Dlembers warring againft the law of God in his 
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JDind. It appears, alfo, from the ~rs fins into ,·hicb 
fome eminently holy perfons have been futfered occafioQ. 
aUy to fall, through the firength of temptation, as David·s 
adultery and murder, Solomon's idolatry, the apofile Pe
ter's denial of his maRer, and fe\'eral others recol dcd in 
fcriplure. 

On the ot~er Ilalld, there are alfo c\lunterfeit graces, 
common or imperfed operations of the Spirit, which do 
not iffue in a real cOllverfion Clnd faving change. This it 
will be proper to keep in mind, and perhaps, :1Ifo. to at
tend a little to the proofs of it both from fcripture and ex
perience. That the word of GOll has fonle efF~a t:\'cn 
upon thofe who contillue ullrene\ved, is plain from nlany 
examples recorded in the facred volume. We read of a 
Felix trembling at the thoughts of a judgment to come: 
"And as he rearoned of righteoufnefs, temperance and 
" judglnent to come, Felix trembled, aRt} anfwered, Go 
" thy \vay for-this tilDe, ,,'hen I have a coo\:renient feafon 
" I will call for thee."" But we are 110t informed that 
he ever found that convenient feafon, or defired to bear 
any more of fuch words. 

I n the parable of tIle [olver we have a charaCter dcrcrib
ed of thofe who not only " heard" the word, but U received 
it witll joy," and on whom it had an immediate and vifi
hle, though only a temporary effeCt. "Some fell upon 
" ftony pl~\ces, where they had not much earth, arid fort~)
" with they fprung up, becaufe they had no deepoefs of 
" earth; and when the fun was up they were fcorched, 
" and, becaufe they had no root, they withered away. t
H He that receivc;u the feed into flony places, the fame is 
" he that heareth the word, and anon w:th joy receiveth 
" it; yet hath Ile no root in himfelf, but {lureth for a 
" while: for wheu tribulation or perfecution arifeth be. 
" caufe of the word, by and by he is offend~d. n! \V e 
read alfo of a Herod, who not only-heard the word gladly, 
but did many things.-" For Iferod feared John, kno\~. 
" ing that he was a jufi: Dlan, and an holy, and obferved 
" him, and when he heard him he did many things, and 

- ACts xxiv. 25. t Mattil. xiii. 5, 6, t Ibid. \"cr. 20, :11. 
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~f. he~J him gladl}',,"" Na~", ,\~e fee e\"ell.\ba~ the pn.'
fane prince of lfnd, hunlbling himfeJt: and puuin~ on 
fackcloth, unl\er th~ tlcnullciation of \·)i\-in~ wrath.. Nei. 
ther have we _11Y ~fOll, from the clfCunlftances of tl'.c 
110.7, to believe th:lt t-\is was wholl)" h~"pocriticaJ, bllt t"'.e 
COlltra.-y. "~\ud it came to psfs ,,-hell .~h3b heard thefe 
u words, tbat be rent his clothes, and put !itckdotil nn his 
~ .. Befh, and taRed, 3~11ay in t~ckdoth .. and weni fuft1y..t"t 
Ther~ ~hin~ atltl all Q\bers ofthc [,nle killd, eVfn ill u"ick
cd men, are repn:rf!l~tc:t! 3$ the effetl of the o~ration of t!le 
Spirit, in many pa!fages flf fcriptuR.. ) lhaU Mly Dlentiou 
one; \\::hich is pretty rem~rkable, allti \vell nleri:s our a':ten. 
tion. "For it is impoffible for thofe ,,-ho ,,'ere once enlight .. 
" eneti, and mve tailed Ilf the heavenly gift, and were made 
" parbkers 1)f the He!y Gb~ and have taRed the gccxl 
" word ~ God, and the power of the world to COin(', if 
"they fhOllld &II away~ to renew them again to repen
u tance, feeing they crucify to thc:mfelves the Son of God 
.. " afrefh, and put him to an open ~me. "! 

The f3.me thing indeed appears plainly from the Hate of 
the ,,"orld, and ill a puticul~ nlalln~r from that variety 
or partial charaaers which I have formerly defcribed. 
Tb~re are ma .. ,y things which h1~ a religious appearance, 
and are taken by the deluded poifcffor for- rdigion .. ",hen 
at bottom there is no real religion at 311; and" nlene 
tekel" !nall be ".-ritten upon thcm in the da.y of trial. 
·rhere is a long gradation 01" cll8.raaers bct\\'"een the opel_ly 
profane fmner, \vith a hanlened heart, a fcarol (onfcience, 
and a fllamelefs COllotellance, on tile one hand; CUlll the 
refined, feU:deceiving hypocrite, with his duties 3l1d his 
forms, on tile other: bt!t\,·een thole \~ho are furious, viC). 
lent, and nlali~ant enemies to religion in pro!cffiotl and 
I)r.taic·~; and thore, who anfwer difcreetly with the young 
man in the gofpel; an<l of wbonl it may be raid, as our 
Saviour fays of him" that they c, are not far from the king
" dom of God." l'hi:) jbews at once the importance and 
difficulty of pointing out the great and diRinguifhing cha
raaers of real religion, and fhewing how it dfentially dif
fers from all counterfeits. 

• ~Iark ,-i. :lO. t I .K.ings x~i. ~7.. t He~. ~i •• ~. 



Illlt now, from the :lCCOllnt given abo,"e of the nature of 
regctleration, and \vhat hath been fllrther ~tlde(l in j)Juf
tntion of it, \ve may fee ho\,· this difiiJlfiion is to be ma(le, 
:lS far as it can be matJe hy any, excepting the great 
Searcher of ~arts. I appreheo(l, that the great and <life 
tin~uifhing mark of the trutll all<l fincerit}~ of religion in 
general, and of every gracious difpofition in panicular, 
ari(es from comparing it with its oppoGte. It is u the pre
., vailing interetl of God alld the Redeemer in the heart, 
" abo\·c: the intereft of inferior good; the habitual compa
" r.ltive preference \\'e give to his ftT\'ice and enjoyment, 
"before every other obj~a of tlefire." This mllft be 
IlTOval by its effeas daily. And a.~~ab1y to this, OUf 

bl!-Jcd Lon) {ilrSt " He that loveth father or mother more 
~, tl1m me, is not ,,-orthy of nle; ao(lile tilat loveth fon 
" or tlatlgbtcr more than lne, i~ not \\-crthy of me; ancllle 
., that taketh not his crofs, an:l folJo\Velh after me, is not 
cc worthy of me. ,'. And again, in }~et fironger terms. 
U If any man come to me. and hate not his father and mo
" ther, and wife and chi:dren, and brethren and fillers; 
u ye~ and his own life alfo, he cannot be my difd pIe." f 
'Vould you therefore l'"tlow whether yo.u are bom again? 
Are you in d~ubt, \vhen }~OU fin(t the fpirit lufting againft: 
t~e fblb, :10(1 the flefh againft the fpirit? Try, by diligent 
and univerfal examin~tion, \Vilich of thenl is, upon the 
whole, the flrongefl; which of them habitually yields to 
the other, \\-hen the}1t co,ne in compttitioll. Into this all 
other marks anti figns of religion refol\'e themrdves at laR; 
and from the evidence they give of the prevalence of the 
love of God in the heart, they deri,·e all their l\-orth and 
'-allle. Every hoI}' tlifpofition mllfl be examined, llot by 
itS al)loltlte, but its comparative fircngtJl; and tIle true 
kno\vleclb~ of our nate arifes from the conclufion and fe

ft,}t of the \vhole. 
There were, in the bn age, many afl<.l great: debates 

among men of piety and learning, whether fpedal and 
comnlon grace differ effentially in their nature, or if they 
differ only in degree. 'Vbat I have juft no\v {aid may, 
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perhaps, be thouFht by the intelligent reader, to imply nlY 
embracing the Ian of there opinions. ]\lly judgr.nent of 
this queflion is the fame I have formed of m~ny others, 
that it is unneceffary, or even hurtful. It has perhaps, if 
examined to the bottom, no difiinCl: Dleanillg at all; but 
if it has any meaning, I am afraid it is a queRion which it 
is impoffibJe for us to refolve. That it nlay be Jnade 
plain to perfons of common underilanding, the quefiion 
is, \vhetller it is nloft proper to fay, that a \\'ickec.l mao, or 
an ul1renewed perron, let his behavior be e\'er fo unex
teptionable, or his experiences ever fo c-lnlfortable, can 
have no true lO\Te to God; no, not in the leaR degree: or 
\vhether we ought not rather to fay,llis love to Go(l is lefs 
than his lo\'e to the creature. I cOllfefs, I tllirJk it is befl to 
fay, in the words of the Holy GhaR, that " he loveth tile 
" creature more tllan the Creator" that " he lovelll 
" the praife of man more than the praife of God ;" and 
for this reafon, lle hath no "true" love, eitller to GCl{1 or 
man. 

In the preceding part of this treatife, I have affirmed, 
u1ith fufficient clearnefs, that there mull: be an effelltial 
change in order to falvation ; and tllat, till this be wrought, 
the perfon is in lin, and call do nothing but fill. The rea
fon of this is very plain; that the fupreme and govern. 
ing motive of aIlllis aCtions is wrong, and therefore every 
one of theln muil be fo, upon the whole. I fuppofe, if 
they were to ex plain themfelves fully, this is clliefly 
meant by thofe \~9110 infifi that tllere is aneffel1tial (lifference 
between frecial and con111~on grace. An(l in this vie\v, 
no dOllbt, it is not Olll}T certailll}· trlle, but a truth of very 
great importallce. It appears, ho\,~ever, 011 the other 
band, eqtlall}· certain alJd undeniable, that \\lhen we ob.., 
ferve good difpofitions and good adions in one character, 
and fee the fame appearances in another, we have no way 

. by which we can ditcover the difference, hut by their per
feverance, and their comparative effc::fcs. Neither, indeed, 
has the perfon himfelf any other rule by which they can 
be ~udged. For whidl reaton, I would be very willing to 
afli,'m both nues of the above queHion; to fay th'lt an un· 
regenerate perron has QO true love to God or his neighbor, 

. . 
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anll at the fame time, that this is only becaufe no love but 
that which is fupreme and prevalent is true, O~ will be ac
cepted as fincere. 

Unlt:fs we take up the matter in this light, we are in 
dan~er of doing great llllrt 011 l10tll llanos. On the one 
ha.nd, it is ready to alarm the pious, humble, and timo
rous foul, if we lay, that fpedal grace dif}cni effentially 
from common grace, and that there mun be romething 
quite different in its kind, as to every gracioas difpofiti-
011, than \vhat ever refided ill hypocrites. Alas! \viII tIle 
fearful perfon fay, I have feen fome who have gone great 
lengths, who have been well efieemed, and well receiv· 
ed alllong all lerious people; and yet ha\'e .t11acle filii)· 
wreck of the faith, difhonored their profefiion, and open. 
ed the mouths of adverfarics to b1afphellle. 1'he}1 had all 
the appearance of as much love to God, as much delight 
in his fervice, as much zeal for his glory, as Illuch firitl. 
n.ers, and as much ufefull1efs of converfation; nay, lnore 
than I can pretei1d to. \V-hat then am I to thillk of this? 
l\iufi: all my gracious difpofitions be effential1y different 
from theirs ? And how is this difference to be made ap. 
pear? To all fuch I would fay, thofe unhappy perfons, 
by theIr conduct, and that alone, plainly difcover, that 
tbey have either been wholly impoflors and d~ceivers of 
the world, or that they have loved fome objeB: of carnal 
affeCtion; [orne luft, of one kind or another, lnore than 
they loved God. The ftrength of their affetlions in one 
way, has been over·balanced by the dominion of corrup
tiOll ill allotller. AllCl tllat corruption which 11, s been 
IOllg {lifguifed or reflrained, at lafl breal{s out with fo muell 
the greater violence, and the greater noife. 

Agail1, 011 tl1e other llatld, by affirmillg tllat there is a 
llifFerence in kiIld bet\Veel1 fl)ccial antI COlumc\n grace; 
and that a hypocrite or unret~ewed perfon cannot have 
the leaft meafure of tIle fan1e fort of love to Goel or man 
'\lith a c}lild of Goel, \ve are apt to make fome naves to 
fin, upon examining themfehres, judge amifs in their own 
favor. They cannot help thinking that they have a real 
unfeigned affeCtion for that which is good in many re
fpeas; as indeed they have, when it doth not nand in 
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tonlpetition with their reigning or d3rling Juft To gi~e 
an exam"Je of this ; it is f~uent1y made a mark of true 
religion .. to lov~ the people of God; and indeed.. it is one 
of the heft, and when taken in the ftnfe 1 have m:'ntiuned 
above, as a fl1preme and prel'al~nt love, it is an inf;.Ui. 
hIe fign. It hath no lefs \varrant than the wonl of God: 
" \:V .. e know Ulat \\-e Ila\"e paJrcd from d~atll tl!lto life, 
" becaufe \ve IG\ge tlle brethren; he that )o,;eth not his 
"llrotller, abideth in death."· But I (lare fay, there are 
many ,,-ho li,-e in fin, and are ftrangers to the pov.·er of 
godlinefs, who. upon the mon imparthl exalJl!na~ion of 
thelnfelves, would conclude, that they d;{J love the peo
ple of God. 
, Perhaps fome wiU fay 'I they may Jove good men, hut 

they love them for other qualities.. and cannnt love them 
,llecaufe of their piet}T. Experience tells us the contrary·. 
They may elieem them, Jove them, fpeak well of them, 
and do them fervice becaufe of their piety. Nay, I have 
known (though that is more rare) fome very loofe livers, 
who fermed to have nothing good about them, hut an ef
teem of pious perfons, and 3. defire to efpoufe their caufe, 
\'7hich the}? contintled to do ill all orclinary cafes. But 

. fhould thefe fervants of G&.j prefllme to reprove thenl 
fharply, or hinder them in the enjoyment of their darling 
luft, their lo~"e \\~ol11(1 foon turn to ilatred. '''"'110 \VOl11d 

not have faid tha.t Herod fincere1y loved John the Baptill, 
when the very reafon affigned for his refpeCl: and attend
ance is .. that" he was ajufi man and an holy." \"'et the 
f.~me Herod, when he was reproved by John for ])is fcan. 
(lalous aclultery atlcl illcell, fllut llim IIp in prifon. And 
after\varcls, fo little ,,~as his confianc)r, tl1at when tIle 
daughter of Herodias had gained upon his affeCtion hy 11er 
dancin~, and involved him in a rafh promife, he gratHl
ed her mother's favage cruelty with the Baptifl's head. 
Ffhe defcription of his fittlation of min(} is remarkable, 1)\]t 
far from being fingular; we are told, ~c the king was ex· 
" cee-(lil1g forry; yet for his oatIl's fake, an(l for tlleir 
" fc\.kes that fat with him, he would not rejeCt her."t-

it: 1 J 0 h 11 iii. 14. 



)-I-:rt: \\~S lo .. -e ill GIlt! rcnle, or ill ~ {~, ;",;.1 dc~,et: bot 
h: )o\'"ul th.: tlarnfcl L-xlll~r nlOll\er, ~'~tl ll:~ f!ood Ollilli. 
on of tis courtly -:~n'I~lliun$, !iiil m~r: t~.!:l th: &i~lf ... J 
creachC!r. 
I 

'v·~ have innUnler3hl~ ~~-llllp!f:S (if tile flmc lJ.; •• ~ f.:\~t! .. 
ry (hy before Gur eyts. ·V{)lupi.uoUS m~n lo\-e the: I't.~ 
.)!e of God, btat ,,·,11 nct ob:y their 1:;"!t1tan- counfd, l'.:-
& •• 

c~u!t: tlle-,· Jove: th~ir lults illcr~. l:c}\"C~GtiS n)~n \~iii Icv~ 
... 

t;~e people ofGnd, and praif~ tI.enl, and tkfend them, hut 
will not epc:n their Ptlrf~s to 11ro\'ide tor them .. bt;c:lla'e 
they lo\-~ their t~h:er and gold 'nG~.. '\1"bOlt I t.,we 'ai\1 
of this difpofition, 'night be eOlfily fhewn to hold ."ith re
I}ud to evcry othCl ~ In !hart, Wbale\-er unreen or in
ward difference there may be; whatever diverlity of o~
T~~ion of the holy an(1 fo\-en:ign Spirit, the great trial to 
us is the fame \\-Ilich Cilrili lll,,(le or !)cter: ~'" S~nlon~ fOil 

~, of Jonas.. )o\·dl thou nle mon: th~Ui thefe: ?" I t is good 
that we Ihould often repeat the queftion as he d~d, and 
blefi"ed is that man who is ab:e in fincerity to fay ,,"itb P.:
ter, "Lord thou knowefl aU things, thou knowcft tint I 
" love thee."· 

I alll fell fi bJet tllere will be many ~~y to challenge 
thi~ or at leaft to be in\vardJy di[~tisfied with it, as too 
general allu undeterolined. 1""hey \,-ill be re31iy to think, 
that this leaves the !llatter fiill at a ~reat ullcertainty ; 
and that it mllJl be very difficul:: to decide ill ln~ll)'· .-:af~s, 
whetller the love of God or of the \vorJd hath the gre:lteft 
habitual inflllence in tile heart. IrJ~he trutil is, I 3m f~r 
from dt!uying or di!iembling that it is a matter of great 
difficultv in many inftances; nay, as I have Ililltetl ill 

<I.. ., 

fome of the former pages of this difcourfe, there are cafes 
in \\rhicll it is altogether impoffible to come to ani? certaitl 
determination. In fome, grace alld corruption are Jo 
equally matched, as it were; have ruch violent flrugglcs, 
and take their turns fo often, ill rellraining and go\~erning 
one another, tha.: it will be hard to tell, till the Jafi day, 
which of them was ftrongeft upon the whole. But this is 
no juft objeCtion to what I have deiivered above, It was 

.,. Jolln xxi. 17. 
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MYel' int~ndc:d that fuch unequal and nliablc C_~ri:U~ns 
GlOUld enjoy much ~ce; and if they d9, it is furely up. 
on rome idle or iln~nary ground. To nlany it rna)· be 
jufUy (aid ~s Jacob lui to his (on Reuben ... , Unft~ble as 
W)tt:r~ thou fu;tlt not excel."· Inftea«i of deviling w~y~ 
Kll making fuppG!ition~ to encourage fuch perlOns t:) 
th:nk well of their own nate, it is a IV fater, and much 
kinder office.. to excile la~~m to a ht-ly Floury o,·er tt-.em. 
£elves.. This indeed feems to be the l~n~ oflcriptllre 
"'!h regml to us all: u Let us therefore ltv, Idl a pro.. 
" miCe being iclt us of entering into his reft" any of rOtl 

" thould tCem to come fhort of it .. "t ElJC .. h~re,. fays the 
fame apol~ ., !\nd we defile that every me of ~·oa do 
U fhcw the fame diligen~ to the fun durance of hope 
u unto the ellil .. "'! 

'The life of a a.rifti~n is contlandy reprefentai in 
fcriptun: as a life 01' \;giJ~n~ and Qlltion, or affi~ity and 
diligence.. "Be fober and ~igi]ant, for your ~ ,·erfary 
" tt-c (le\"il, 3S a roarillg lion, ~keth about iC:eking \VhOnl 

,. be mily devour,,"il The lame apoftle fays.. " And be
" fkleS tlli~ gi\'illg all diligentt~ add to your hith virtu~ l 
" al~d to \'ittue kllO,,'lroge,. :lIla 19 knowled~ km~r:lnce, 
" all,) to temperance patiell~, and to pari~nce ~Iin~f~ 
'l antI tQ gooJinc:fs bn)l:lerly kirtdllefs, and to brotherly 
... kifK):lefs ch3rity; fc~ if there thi:l~ be in y\lU and .. ~... 

" ~\OO'lnd, t~e}" Blake yvu that ye illall neither be barren 
'" Hilr unlmittul in the knowJCtlge of our Lcnl Jefus Chrift" 
,t - \\~I~~r~:~r'\! the n~iler, brethrent give liiligence to 
" lllak~ ~'o,!r c;ulil:g ailli eleaioll lure.".· I beg it ma}· 
ll:! ll!)'Cl~'cJ, tilcit thiS is 110 \\·av contnr~" to that confi(lcnce .. . 
in tll~ divi!le nl~rC}· alld good 110pe throllgh gTac~, \\-hich 
t!l~ ;;.ofpcl ia11l)arts to tile OeJie,·cr. 

Theie are intendalto animal': him to diligence in dutY1 
in lkper.<kulc,: on divine firen;th, and are themfelvt:s gra
dually confirmed and improved, by producing their pro
per efll~ls. Few leem b) have enjoyed more of the con· 
folations of the :;cfpd than the apolUe Paul; and yel he 

t lIcb. i~·. I. : II~!l. '''i. 11. 
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.. 
rep~lems e~ tt-~ fe-oil' of iin~ dif.pp.>intmtnt, as .bat 
«bily ,ntllJC'ltt~ ~l~S ~U'll condua "But I kccp under 
" my boJr,. and bring it into rabjeaioll~ left tbat by allY 
" me.ns, \\-hen I ba\'~ p:uched to others, J myfdf fhoulcl 
" be a call-a,,--a\'\, ,,' • • 

I cann-. nc:Ip taking notice h~, tha.t there is oft~n juft 
uufe to 6nd ~!!!t II!\-ell \\ith perfons .h~ to all appear
ance, are fin«n:ly pious upo. __ this IUbjca For all fuch 
J ckfin: to I:~ve t~ hishcli e!ieem, and to treat them with 
the gtUtefl tendemcls and a.ftt:fiion. In the: mean time, 
they nugbt to ~ .. illing, and e"cn de&rou.s of baYing their 
mitll..."cs pointtd out i-> them.. Now I ani perfuadc:d. 
t~re a..re many who reek ~ftet' durance of their O\\'Q in .. 
kreil in G~~s favor ill a wrong way, and, that they of ... 
ten expcd it in a deglce th~ is not fwted to the prtfcnt 
llatc. 

1. lOeyoften ~k it in a wlong way; they are ready 
to lay hold of imprdlions upon their minds; and, in a 
variety of p:uticul~ are in rhoget' of repeating the fin ~r 
the PhI:i~ who afkcd a fign from heaven. '\\nen a 
miniller is fpeaking or wiling on this fubjt:a, they e.~pea 
fomething parti(:ular and perfooal; and, if I may fpeak 
Co, th;At he fbould ~ in God's fte~, Illd gi,tte them ann
nnce, in place of telling them hOlY they ought to reek it. 
But this eagemefs. &om I .. o\vever good a difpofitioo it may 
fpring.. is uilW3fRllted and prepofterous.. \\7 e mull be 
fat islied to "uk in the way that God hath pointed out to 
us; to give t.'Ianks to him for the fure foundation of a fin
Det"s hope whidl is laid in Zion, and to conclude the fare
ty of our own ftate from a ierious and deliberate examina. 
tion ofourlelves by the rules laid down in the holy ftrip
tures. In this way onJy, is the oloft folid, fettlcd, and 
lailing peace to be obtailled. 

P~rhaps fome will be ready to iay, Do you then con
demn in gencr4ll all r~g.td to impredions that may be fen. 
fibly fdt upon the milld~ or all fecret and powerful fug
geftions of paffagt:S of fcripture? Does the Holy Ghoft the 
comforter never in this manner enlighten or refrefh thofc 

.. 1 C~r. is. ~1. 
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fOllls in \vhom he d,veIJs, 2ccording to his proolile? ., I 
'e will (I\\~cll in them, and \\'3Ik in tllem ; and I ,,-ill be 
" tlleir God, and they fball be my people.". No, i:1.r 
from it; I Jla\~e no defign of denyillg tIle real operation or 
graciolls prefence of the Spiril of God, which is certainly 
Cne of the moll effential and one of the moll comfortable 
doCtrines of tile "glorious gofpel; bllt at tile fame time, 
from the.love I bear to it, I ,\'o\11d guard it againfi mifiakes 
and abufe. \\~hen any truth, or any paft'\ge of fcripture 
is fuggefted to the nlind, \\:hicll particll1arly and flrongly 
points out the duty proper to our preient Hate and eir
cUlnftances; \\--llcn this is backed lvith a powerful fellfe 
of its obligation, ancl by that means a deceitful or flothful 
heart is revi,'e(l and quickened; this is thallkfu11y to be 
ackno\v 1 edged, and readi1y complied with. '\lhen a 
(loubtful, dejeCtecl, or defponding mind is relie\7ecl, by a 
firong and affecting view of fome encouraging promife or 
gnciolls invitation to the weary finner, or the contrite 
fpirit; ~ll)ell, in ruch a cafe, the mind is led to a difcove
ry of the rich :nercy and free grace of God to the guilty 
and miferable, it ought to be enlbraced and in1IlrO\,-eti; 
and in Inany fuch inftances, ferious perfons Ilarraffed by 
temptation, have had caufe -to fay with David, u I will 
" blefs the Lord, who hath given me counfe1; my reins· 
" alfo inftrua me in the night {cafon."f 

This is no more than the neceffary conlequence of the 
connant over-ruling providence of God, whkh, as it ex
tends to the difpofaJ and direCtio:l of the 1110fl \llinute cir
cumfiances in the coarfe of nature, cannot fail to be par
ticularly exercifed about the !1Olinefs and peace of his own 
children. They ohey what appears to be their duty, or 
~n argtlnlent again!l jin; they trufl the di\~jne faithfu1nefs 
ill \\·11at COllcerns tlleir conlfort; and adore the <li\1ine 
wifilOln and goodnefs in the propriety and feafonablenefs 
pf either or both. But for any perron, from the fJ{ldel1 
fuggdHon of a paffage of fcriptur~, (U I am thy God" for 
example; or, "I have called thee by thy name, thou art 
" mine") without any examination of his temper and dif. 

t Pfal. xyi. 7. 
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pofition, to conclude the fafety of his ftate, is furely a piece 
of prefumption without ground. . 

Neither is it lefs lOolifh than prefumptuol1s; for all fuch 
mufl be liable to be call tlo"rll by otller antI c;ontrary JUI!
gefiions. \\"'" e know very well, and havo! an infiance of 
it in our Saviour's temptation, that £'ltan can fuggen pal:' 
rages of fcripture; nay, and (peak pioufly and plaufibly 
upon them: but their conclufions mull be tried by other 
fcriptures. To all who are inclined to the above deJuding 
practice, I would fay with the ~ponJe John, C' Beloved, 
u believe not every (pirit. hut try the (pirits, whether 
" they are of God."· Or with the prophet Ifaiab. " -fo 
" th(! la\\l- and to the teftilnollY, if tlley fpeak Ilot acconl
" ing to this word, it is becallie tht't-e is no light in them. nt 
1~Jlere is alto a very proper' a(lvic~, nlixeJ witll catltiiln, 
given by the fame prophet, in the foUo\ving worns; 
" \Vho is among you that ie"aretb the Lord, that obeyeth 
" the voice of his fervant, that \\Falketll in darknefs and 
,~ hath no light; let him tt·uil: in the nalne of the Lord. 
" and Hay upon his God. lkhold all ye that kindle a fi.~"C, 
"cil that compafs your1elve~ about with fparks., walk in the 
" light of your fires, and in the fparks that ye have kind~ 
" led; this fhall ye have of mine hand, ye {ball lie dOWQ 

" in forrow."t 
2. I nlut1 alfo obferve, t".1at many ferious perfons feem 

to defire, and even t() expeii, aiTuraJ}ce in fuch a rneafure 
and degree, as is not fuite~ to our prefent flate. "riley 
would have faith and hope to be the, fame with fenfe. 
rfhey would. have heaven ilnd earth to be the fame .. ana 
would put on tbeir crown before they have fini!hed their 
courfe. I anl pt:rfuaded, Inany deprive t:~emlelves of 
that comfort to which they have an undoubted title, and 
which they nlight eafily poflt:fs, by aiming at that. which 
is beyond their reach. Th,!y do not rem~mber, that it" is 
true in this refpett as well as in Dlany others, what the 
apotUe fays, "Now we le·~ through a glafs darkly, but 
" then face to face; now I mow in part, but then fhaIl I 
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• bow eft!! as alfo I am known."· ,\~ ou].) YOU b~: ~ • 
• 

lea upon yotlriC:Jves, Chrifiian~ you ,,-oo1d be afh~ml-d 
of your cempJaints. 'You '-O:lJd be afbamnl that ~·ou 
fhouJd fo moch u lay claim to fo high a d(:~ree of comfort, 
.~ you are fG carelefs in your duty. Your im pro,·~. 
lhenl in the fpiritual life is but vety J:Rdua)~ and there
fOre it is no .oodtt your Mpe fhou!d be but in prtlfOrti-

• 
OIl to It. 

It is of the gtfttefl coniqoence in re)i~on, t~ dillin. 
lUifh cardUlIy between tbat hope and comt'Ort \\'bi~h ari
fes direal)- from the promifcs of God in fcril~t\,re, •• ld 
that which ari~s from a rdIe:t obferntion of the chan~ 
that has t&..~en place in our own t~mper and pnttice.. To 
entertain and encou~ doubts in the form~r cafe~ is <:i-" 
tealy contrary both to Otl~ dilty and inte~fl; but ill the 
other, p..-rhaps fufpidon and diflidence is rooft becoming 
the Olriftian ~mperl and moti conducive to the a(h~ncc ... 
ment of the OIrifiim life. Is there any perron perufing 
this beatife, who is incommoded and ~Iiflreff-:(I ,,"itb an~i. 
ety and fear? Take ~l that you be not doubting as 
much af the ttrtainty of God's word, 3$ you are ~OliS 
of )'OUr own fl~te. Is it not more than fi.fhcient that you 
b~ve fo many gracious invitation~ (0 man)' tll)l, fret! and 
unlimited offi:J~ of ~rcy, thTOU~ a Redeemer .. to the 
chief of finners? ~ it net give rt-pofe to the nlilld, anti 
left to the conrde~ce,. when, by di:-efi a8s of faith, you 
~ive and ~Iy on Chrift alone for i&l\'3.tion; f~ing him 
to be tingle in this undertaking, and an-fuf6ci~nt for its 
accomplifbment, and therefore cleaving to him as y('ur 
Lord and your GOO, and your all. I wou)\.l not ehooje to 
affinn, that affuldl1ce, in the onlinarv feni~ of that ,,"ord~ 
is effeqtial to t'tith, 0. that its proper defcription is, to be
lie~~ th1t OlY fin~ are forgi\en m~, yet furely, fome 
meafun: c.fhope is infepar~hle from it. Fai~h antI tkfpair 
are oppofite Uld inconfiflent. If yon do really bdieve the 
fincerit\- of the olkr; ii \'ou do reali,~ beJieTc the flllnels 
aud abiiity of the Saviour ~ " the God .~. hope wil! fill YClu 
" with aU joy and peace in helie'ii .. g~ through the power 
" of the Holy Gbolt. n 
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To this let me add" that con~rin~ the matter, nen 
.. ith regard to a ren~will~ and &Ilaifyin~ u'o,k of the 
Spirit upon your hearts~ your ,omplaints are otten ace!: 
fi\-e :and 'In~afnnablc, \·ntl \VObId ba\'e e"idcllCe. not 
that the work is begun, but that it is 611afued.. You defire 
comfort, not ruth as is fuflicieot to ettngthcn you againft 
temptation, and bear you up under fulfcring; but foch as 
would make tempbtion to be no temptation,. and luffc:ring 
to be no tu$:ring.. But if you are kn:lbJe that you Rill 
3dhere to God &$ your portion, that y~ C'~nnot find pc~ce 
Of ~ft in any thing elte; ~nd that a whoie \\~ortd ,,'ould 
I)ot illduce }'OU to gi~-e up even your (lcubtful t:tle to his 
&\-or ar~d )ov~, furely you ought to endca~or aller com~ 
pofilf'e of mind: you mc.y be frcq~ntly in the nate of the 
apoUle Paul, who fays of himfeb~ " Our Befh bad no reft, 
" but ,,·c were troubled on every fide, ..-itboot were fight
" ing~ within were fears. ,~. And )-et fa)- " .. itb :he fune 
apoftl~ " ~r e are troubled on every fid~ yet raOt d.flref
&& fed; ,.·e are perplexed, but not in delpair; perfecutal. 
" but nOl forfaken; call down, but not delboyed. "t It is 
not meant by this to condemn :an ~ft defire to abound 
in hope, or a frequent and Rna examin:ltion of our flate 
and tem~r, but to ,,,am ChriftianS againft impatience, 
and a~infi an unthankful, fretful difpo6tion, whiC'h in
«leN difappoints itfelf, and prevents the attainment of that 
peaC'e, for tbe want of which it complains. 

This leads naturally to the mentio!l of another fault in. 
cident to fmous perfon~ ,,"hich will J.y a foundation for a 
.e-ry important klfon upon this fubjell. The fault hen: 
intended is.. falling into a flothful, defpondent negIea of 
duty.. The devices of fatan, our great enemy, are 'Very 
various, and unfpeabbly artful. 'lonen he cannot k~ep 
men ill fecurity, and drive them blindly along t~ broad 
p1th which leadeth to dellruaion, he endeavors to make 
their duty as painf.~ and burdenfoille to them as poflible. 
'Vhen fome perions give themfelves to ferious felf.exami
n:ltion, he embarralfes them with fcruples... he involves 
them in doubts, be diftl'e[es them with tears. This often 
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hrings on a rda.."tation, 01' fufpenfion of their diligence in 
duty; they gi\"~ themfelves up to anxious, complaining 
t:!Ollghts; they Itan,-l iiill, al)(i \vill $;'0 110 Jarther in rtJi
giOll, ti)1 :h~y are f.ltisfitu \Vllether the)? ll:l\-e as )'et gone 
any !cn~h at all. But whatever good ground any perron 
ma}1t Ild\ e lo be (liffatisfied \\-it!lllilnfclf: fo foon as he per .. 
cei\pes that lilis is its efl(.cl, he ollght to reliCt it as a tempta. 
tion. I canllot better i.!ufirate this, thall by a limilitue}e 
horrow\!d fro:n th~ fcriptun: la!l~uage on the fame fubjt:Ct. 
'\:hetller ,10 ~,.ou thin;, that Clliltl moll clutiful, ullder a 
ft:~fe of h~s I:l~her's dili)le~fure, who patiently and filendy 
apl))ics hi!nfelf to Ilis work" or he \\"110 J:tlillters allout in 
i~ilen{-ts, ~11(1 \\~ith pce\~ifh and fullen conlplaintsJ is con· 
nantly calling in (]udlion his f~\lher's love? 

'This !ays the fOUIl(hti3n for a "'ery necelfary and ufe
fut tlira:l.ion, which indeed ilo,\'s naturally from all that 
has been f~i(l 011 the e\tidellce of regeneratiol1. Enliea
vor, ChriUians, to preferve and illcreafe your hope in 
~, by further degrees of fantiification, by zeal and dili. 
gellce ill (loing his \vi)). The more the inlage of God if I 
}ltOU is l!Crfuc1ec), it \\»ill be the more eafiJy difcerned. If 
'-Oll are at allV tiole rea(1v to e)ollbt \vhether fllch or 1ilcl1 
~ ~ -
cornlptions are confiflellt with real reJigioll; if }1t OU fiJld 
this a hard qu~nion to refolve, go another way to work, 
and firi\-e by vigilance and prayer to mortify there cor
ruptions, and t!1en the (lifIiculty is removc<l. If in a time 
of aflliction 3.nel (lifirefs~ }"OU find it hclr(l to deternlille whe
ther it Oll;ht to be C011fi(lered as the correaion of a fatller, 
or the le,·erity of a judg-e, endea\'or through divine grace 
to bear it with the patience of a child, and you wiJI foon 
tee its merciful origin~\l by its falutary effeCt. "Vhat 
fhould be the daily Hudy of a Chrillian, but to mortity fin 
ill )leart Alld corl\'crfatioll? aJ1(1 his cOlufort fhould arifc 
from his apl'arent fl~ccefs ill this il'l1portant flrife. "Til ell 
~rain of diflerent kinds is but fi)ringing from the ground, 
it is tlot eafy l~ (liftingtliih bet\\1'eeJl Olle an(l another; blit 
their )U"owth a1certains their quality, which is Ilia more 
Jillly difcerned as they approah nearer to maturity. I mi. 
tate in this the grc~t apoftle of the Gentiles," Not as 
\4 though I had already attained, ei\her were already per .. 
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On Ri'g~t:crlli()n. 

It feet; b~lt I follow after, it' that I may appr::hcnd th:-.t for 
,. which alto I am apprehen{leu of Chrift Jefus. Hrt:thren, 
" I count not myfelf to ha\'c apprehende~t b~lt this one 
" thillg I do, forgetting thole tllit1gS ,,·llich ~\re he}litlcI, 
" aJld reac11inJ fortll unto tll0fe tlll)l~S \\·hich are lle .. 
" fore, I prefs to,~:ard tIle nlark for tile prize of the Iligll 
" calling of God in Chrift Jefus !". 

Before clofing this fection, I nllin obft!rve tll~lt t!10ttgll 
the accoullt I l1ave given of tile great nlJrk of real rcli. 
gion, may dill leave fome in the (br!~, yet furdy it carri~'s 
ill it the clearefi and plaillefl: cOllllel1111atioll of 111:\11~·llear
ers of the gof!)\!}. 011, tllat it \V ~re l)ofIihle to f:~flcn a 
C001liction of it upon their rnillds! l\re tllere not maIl)r 

who appear from fabbath to fabbath in the hO:JI't! of God. 
,vho (Iare not affirm ferioufly to tlleir 0\\'11 hearts, tllat Gotl 
and his fervice Ilas more of their habitual fetllc<.l affeCl:ioll 
than the world, or any of its enjoyments! I do not here 
llnderfiand grofs finllers, ,,,·hofe crimes are " 0l)ell g{)ing 
"before UIlto jll(lgment ;" but I nlcan the nlore :()t1er 
atld regular proteffors of religion, \\rho Inay have " a !()r:ll 

" of godlillels, alld deny the power thereof:" I anl p~r
fua(led this lS a nlore proper tri~l of their flate, tllJ.n allY 
particular rule of duty. 1\1any fuch per[ons know fo little 
of the extent al1d fpiritlla1ity of tIle la\v of Goel, tllat it is 
not impoffible they may be ready to affirm they do not 
allo\\? tllenlfelves in any kJ10\V11 fill, as tIle )T()Llllg 111111 ill 

gorpel feems to have allf\\1erecl fincerely, \V]lt:ll 11e laid to 
our Saviour, " Mafter, all thefe ha\'c I obitrvl!d from my 
" jTouth. "t 

But I \vould farther afk tl1cln, '.,TI1etller 11atl1 Gc(1 or 
the world moll of your love, mofl: of your thoughts, c.nti 
moll of )70Ur care? Call filch of Jtou pretcl1cl t~1is, \rh()ie 
eager, ar(lent, niglltly thOllgllt allu daily p!e~lrilr'~~, ·is o!1i.Y· 
to illcreafe your fubfiance? \vho \votll{l not ~o to 111J.rket 
without re-examining your traniaCtions, anJ computing 
your gain; but can daily go to the honfe of God, without 
obferving, enquiring after, or defiring to fee its prcper 
fruits? Can fuch of you pretend this, to whom all feriolls 
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converfation is tedious and difguftful, and the focietyor 
good men a painful reRraint? to whom the fahbath is a 
dull, melancholy, and burdenfome feafon? Oh, my bre. 
thren, let me befeech you to be faithful to your own fouls. 
Your precious time is daily haftening on ; the day of your 
merciful vifitation is wearillg faft a\vay. Hear \vhile there 
is yet peace, and intreat that God, for· Chriil's fake, would 
freely pardon all your fins; would renew you in the f pi. 
rit of your minds; would fit you for his fervice on earth, 
and for his prefence and enjoynlent in heaven. 

Thus I have explained at confiderable length, and with 
all the care and accuracy in my power, the great and ge. 
neral evidence of regeneration, viz. the fuperiority of the 
intereft of God and u~e Redeeoler in the lleart, abo\'e the 
interell of inferior good. This, I 110l)e, will be of ufe in 
itfeI£. to diftinguilh the precious from the viie, to preferve 
you from fin, and excite you to diligence in every part of 
your duty, that it may be lnore and more manifeft At 
the fame tinle, it \vill be of tIle greatell iervice, in tIle life 
and application of other figns of real religion, by fhewing 
\\9hen they are conclufive) and when they are 1"10t. 



On Rtgtntration. 

C HAP. III. 

WE proceed now to confider by what fteps, and by 
what Oleans, this change is brought about. I am 

deeply fenfible how difficult a pan of the fubjeH this is, 
and how hard it will be to treat of it in a diftintl and pre
eife, and at the fanle time, in a cautious and guarded mao
ner. It is ofcen complained of in thofe who \vrite 011 this 
fubje8:, that they confine and limit the HOL Y O~E, 
and that they give unnece[ary alarms to thof~ who have 
not had experience of every particular which they think 
proper to mention. There is no doubt but God aas in 
an .abfolute and fovereign manner in the difpenfation of 
his grace, as in every other part of his will. As he cannot 
be limited as to perrons, fo neither as to the time and man .. 
ner of their reformation. To this purpofe, and in this 
precife meaning, our Saviour fays, " The wind bloweth 
" \\·here it liftetll, and thou heareft the found thereof, but 
" callfl not tell \\,llence it cometll, and wllither it goetll: 
(' fo is e\Fery one that is born of the Spirit. "f 

Sometimes it pleafeth God to fnatch fillners from the 
very brink of the pit, to raife up fome of the moll aban. 
doned profligates, as trophies of his viCtorious grace alld 
Inercy; while he fuffers others, far nlore moderate and 
decent, \VllO are " not far frOID the kingdom of God," 

.. It will be proper to inform the reader, that the ,,"ortl 
" abfolute" ufed here, all(i in fome vthcr places of tllis difco\lrfe, 
is b~· no lncans to be undcrftood as fignifyillg the fame thing 
,,"ith '~arbitrary." He ,,~llO aC\.s arbitrarily, at1s withotlt any 
l'eaion at all. Pl'o f!lY tllis of tile di,·ine proccclure, wouI<l be 
litt~~ leis than blafpllclny. "T)len ,ve fay that God atls ( .. in 
., l!Jl abfolutt ancl lo,·ereign manner," the mCaniJlg is, that hft 
acts \lpOn t)l~ bell. and ftl·ongefl ret\fons, and for the nobletl and 
11lOft excellcI1t ends; but ,vhicll are nlany or moll of them be
YOlld OUI' reacll and conlprchenfion ; and particularly, that there 
is 110t the lean ioulldation for fUPIlOfil1g tllat the rcafo.}s of pre
tcr\!nce are t3ken frolll compa,~ative hUlnall merit. 

t John iii. s. 
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fin:ln~· to fall Ihort of it. He rom~timcs glorifies his PO'~'
er a!111 m~rcy at once, b}- con\·cning his nloR iI1\'~koterllc 
cnf:mje~ anti makill)! tlltll) tIle )noft Ra1ous~ al\i\'~, ~I,J 
fuccefsful ad\·ocates for his caure. Such an illftlncc ". 3S 
the apolUe Paul, who from a perkcutor became a preacher. 
Sometimes converfion is fpeedily and fudden1)" brought 
about~ and the times and circumfial1ces of the Cll3Jlge may 
be ea6J}· alcertained. This \\-3S the cafe \\'ith tile jailor 
recordt.-d in the hift01Y of the Aits of the £~ponles. ·fhe 
fame may be raid of the apollle Paul; an<l there have been 
particular examples ofi( in every age. Sonletime~ ~n the 
other band, the reception of tile tnlth" arad renovation of 
the heart, ~oes on b}' nO\~ and illfenlible degrees; nor is 
it eafy to fay by what means the change was begun, or at 
wbat time it was compleated. This was perhaps the cafe 
with mo~ if not aU, the difciples of our Lord, during his 
perfonal miniftry. 

Sometime~ the change is very fignaI and fenfible, the 
growth and improvement of the fpiritual life fpeedy and 
remarkable, the greateR finners becoming the moft emi
nel1t faillts; like the \,·oman mentiolled in the gofFe), to 
",hool mallY fins \\;ere forgi\~cn, and \\·ho loved her Re. 
deemer much. Sometilnes, on the other hand, tIle t:hange 
is very doubtful, and the progrefs of the believer harc!ly 
difcernible. Some 9f this fort are reproved by thl: apofUe 
Paul in the following words, whieh are but too applicable 
to many profeffing Chrifiians of the prefent age: " For 
" when for the time ye o1Jght to be teachers, ye have need 
" tllat one teach }'0U again, \\,9hicll be the firtl prillcillles 
" of the oracles of Go(i, and are becoDle f nch as have need 
" of milk, and not of flrollg meat."·-Sometimes the 
convtrt hath mur.11 ptlCe anel fenfiblt: comfort, rejoicing 
with joy unfpeakable a~ full of glory; and fometimes, 
on the OtI1t:l' lland, he is diflreffed witll doubts and fears, 
and made'to walk in darknefs. Once more, fome finners 
are brought in by deep and long humiliation, and are al .. 
moft ditlraaed with legal terrors) while others are power
fully, though fweedy, conftrained by the cords of divh-;e 
love. All thefe " worketh the felf fame fpirit, who clivi. 
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" dem to e\uy IIW1 fevcr.aJ1y ;as he will. n ) defire, that 
what has now lxcn fait1 may be Jiill kept in min~~; (0 
tbat if the e~idences of a la\;ng ch~!lge c;:.n be ptoJuccd. 
tllere need be littl~ folicitudc about the tinlC or malUlef or 
its ~ing ,,'ro\lbbt. 
'\~t I propofe to ofn:r on this part of the f~hjea. is 

Dot to be ~onrltkn:tl ~ ill the le~ll dc~ree contrar,' to, or 
- -inconmlcnt with, tild'C truths. }\-'1, I am not to Jay oo\\,n 

a plan and fay, this is the ordinary "'ely in ",hi ... ! finnc:rs 
are brought to the la\"in6 kn(iU'!l~ge 0.- Got), leavin~ it to 
hinl) itl rome leW, U~lCOlll.no!l, alld e:ttraonlinar,- caie:s, to 

• 
take fovereign neps, .. n .. l admit e~ceptions 1:-o;n the orJi. 
DUJJt ruJes. This is :l \\ ay of' fpeaking Ct)~ ,.o,on ellou~h ; 
but though it may be ~'ery well nlC:ant, I app!ehend it hath 
not in it much, either ~f truth or u!ility. The falv~lion 
of ellery ('.hilt! of Adanl is of free .. lbiolute. fovereign grace: 
and the adual change may be \\ rought at any time, in any 
manner~ by any JUean.s, and will produce its e$:l\s in any 
mcsfure, that tu infinite wildo.a fhaU feeol pro~r. Nei
ther ought we t:: pretend to account for the di~erlity in any 
other manl~r than our Saviour does: "Even fo, Father~ 
" for fo it feemed good in thy fight."· Therefore what I 
h"ve in view, is to fpeak oi fuch fieps in tbe chall~t:$ as 
are, in fubftance at Jean .. common to all true COD,-eI1s. It 
will be a fort of anal) fis, or more full explication of the 
change itfelf, and ferve, among other ufes, further to dif. 
tinguifh the rea) fro:n tile COullterfeit. Too much can 
hardly be faid on this fubjet\:: U For what is the chaiT to 
" the ~vheat? faith the Lord." It will alio iJlllfirate the 
divine wifdom, as well as foverdgnty,. by fhowing how 
that diverfity of operation, fo remarkable in different fub
jeCts, produces in all at Ian the fame bleffed eft"etl:. 

s }.: C T. I. 

I~~ the lirft place, one important and neceffary nep in 
bringing about a raving change, is that the finner get 
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a difcovery of the real nature, the infinite majc:fiy, and 
tranfcendent glory of the living God! Perhaps fome will 
be furprifed, that, as ufual, a convit\:ion of fin is not men
tioned lirft, as the preliminary fiep. I enter into nc quar:. 
reI or debate \vith thofe \\1tho do (0; bllt I have firft men. 
tioned the other, which is but feldotn taken notice of, from 
a firm perfuafion, that a difcovery of tIle nature and glory 
of the true Gad lies at the foundation of all. This ~\lone 
can produce falutary conviCl:ions of fin; for how can we 
kno\v ,vhat fin is, till we kno\v him againft whom \\'e have 
fmned. The fame thing only will point out the difference 
bet\veen real conviCtion, and ruch occafional fears as ne\~er 
go farther than a fpirit of bondage. 

In fuppott of this, you may ohfer\7e, that in fcriptllre, 
thofe ~~ho are in a natural or unconverted nate, are of tell 
defcribed as lying in a Hate of ignorance or darknefs. rrhe}'" 
are faid to be ruch as know not God: \, Ho,ybeit then 
" when ye kne\v not God, ye did fervice unto them ,\~hich 
" by nature are no gods.". See alfo the following def. 
cription: " Having the under.flanding darkened, be .. 
" ing alienated from tIle life of God, through the igno. 
" ranee that is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their 
" !learts. "t Agreeably to this, tlle change produced in 
them is reprefented as giving them light or underftand· 
ing, in oppofition to their former ignerance; "to open 
" their eyes, and to turn them fronl darknefs to ligllt, and 
" fronl the po\ver of Satan urito God.! But if our gofpel 
" be hitt, it is hid t~ tllem that are 10ft, itl \\,110m the god ()f 

" this world hath blinded tIle minds of thenl \vhich be. 
" lieve n.ot, left the 1ight of the glorious gofpet of Chrifi, 
" \vho is the image of Goel, fhOllld filine tlnto tllem. For 
" God, who commanded the light to ihine out of dark. 
" uers, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light of the 
" know ledge of the glory of God in the face of Jefus 
"Chrifi."i! In this way is the matter reprefented in 
fcripture, much more frequently than is commonly oh
ferved; and, as the unrlerHanding is the leading hlculty in 
our nature, it is but reafonable to fuppofe that the change 

'" 
e\Gal. iY. 8. t Epl1, iv. 18. t Acts xx,'i. 18. II 2 Cor. iv. 4, 6~ 
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Ihould begin there, by a difco\·ery of the natu:"c and 
glory of God, as tbe foundation of all tbat is aft:r"-ards to 
folloiv. 

Tilis will be further e\~ident, if \\·e refleCt upon the .c
count formerly gil'en, and fufliciently fllpP(Jrkd from tbe 
holy fcriptures, of the n3tnre of this chanr.e, l'n~lt it c~n· 
fills in a fllpreme regard to the glory of Goo, and ~n ha
bitual prevailing defire of his fa\~or. rro this it is abt~ 
lutely nt:ceffary, as a preliminary, that there bt: a dilcovery 
of the re.d nature and tran!~endent glory of God. HOlv 
can any man have that as tIle chief and leadillg moti\-e of - ~ 

aCtiol1 \v}lic}1 he doth not underftand? 110\'- Cilli any man 
have that as the fupreme objett of defire, whith he doth 
not kno\v? Neither of thefe is poflible ; d.~re muil. there. 
fore, be fome fuch difcovery as I na\-e mentioned abo\'"~. 
It is true, this is but imperfetl: at fiill ; there will be in the 
truly regenerate a growing difcovery of the gl!)f'Y of God, 
as well as a growing delight in hinl, as its confequence: 
yet there mull be fome view of his natute, as the begin. 
ning of the change, and the ground-work of every holy 
difpofition. 

This difcovery of God iffipli~ two things, which, as 
they are both nec~ffary, fo they defen-e our particular at
tention; and it is not improper to diflinguifb carefully the 
one from the other. I. It mull be a difcovery of his real 
nature. 2. A difcoverv 01' the \vorth and excellence of 

f# 

his nature, which is, properly fpeaking, the glory of God. 
I. It mul! be a difcovery of the real nature of God. 

He mufi: be feen to be juft fuch a Being as he re3.Uy is, 
and no falre or adulterated inlage muf! be plac~ in Ilis 
room, or adored in his {lead. He mutt be feen in his fpi
ritual nature, as almighty in his power, unfearchable in 
his \\rifdom, invioj~ble ill his truth; but abo,"e all, llC mu~ 
be feen as infinite in his holinefs and hatred f)f fan, as im
partial in his juflice, arau determined to punifh it. Sud, 
is the fcripture reprefentatioa of God, as " glorious in his 
" holinefs.-Evil cannot d\vell \\'ith him, and finners ('3.D

" not nand in his prefence." It is tbe error of the wick
ed to f!.lppofe the contrary; and, indeed, it is the very 
fource of wickedncfs tv deny the being, or to deny the hO-



).~r$ of God; and there amount much to the f.une thing. 
" \\'krefore dotb the wicked contemn God; he Mtb raid 
~ in his ~rt thou wilt not nquire it_ • -The fool hath 
., hid in his ~art ~ is no God .. t-There things thou 
.. h.lft done, and I key lilentt; th\)\~ thou~htdl that I was 
• aJ~thC!r ru~h an 0I1e as th~~felt: btJt I will reprove ~ 
to. and ret ihenl in onlt:r bet~ thine eyes. n! 

GOO mull be feen 3S be is ~pr _'knted in his own wonJ, 
which is tbe only tule of faith,. .. , the pillar aoo gtool1d of 
, .. truth." This is a m~tter of the greaten import.ntt, 
which, I .... fony to fay .. IS :n this:.ge \-ery fe-Mom att~:ld
ed t~ but whicb is mOll manifdliJ1t and unt1eniably "~!Il. If 
God is not ken ill I.is reail'Qture, as he is in truth., he can 
neTet be accepbbly fcTvo.l. J f a "TOng or kite charac
ter of Gnd is tonned, no worfhip we :an o!rer to him, no 
lo,-e or Rr~ we eLI). be:ir to him is ~~~nUitle i or nther, 
to fp=k mere properly, £'Or fervice antI att3cholent is, in 
that ca~ wholly 11\i!pl:\c~, and Ilot diTttlc!d to him at all, 
but fomething eI!e is loved, hono~ and fen·cd in his 
room. I befcech the knOllS ri:at)er tt' cbfcr\1te~ \\~hat an 
llnfpeakable jealoul}p God ditco'~ered under the Old Teita
Ul~llt (li!~:lfation, as to the purit}- of hit Worfilip, MId what 
a heinous crinle all idolat1)p \\'as efiet n.ed. Huw great 
\lOU the divine c!ifpleafure at tllC making and worfhipping 
of the golden calf, although it is very prohdbJe Aaron only 
intended to reprefent the true God, by the [:nne fymbol 
they had feen in Egypt? Did not this belong to the fub
IlaJlce, and not on]" to tIle circun1fiallces of religion? Is 

, -
it not then equally intereUing ~nder the New Tefiament 
as under the Old? 'Vas ~~e unchangeable God fo much 
difple~lfed at gi\~ing llim a t,lle name, and will he llot be 
equal!}~ difpleafed \\"ith tllofe \vho attril)IJte to him a falie 
Ilatllre? 

As this truth ferves to explain the nature and rife of re
generation, fo it ai:o receives particular light and evidence 
iu~lf from wh:lt has been raid in the preceding parts of 
this fuhjt:ct Regeneration confifts in having the inlage 
flf God asain draw!! upon the heart. that is, its being car-

• ''\l~ 9 1 ~ 
J. .it. x. ..>. t I) fa j. I. ~ 1. 



rial out t~ the rup~~ lo,-e of Go1. anJ d~li~t in him .. 
or, in other "-OI\)s, brouglll to the Illpreme 10\ e o:~ a:~1 
deli~ht in, perl«l ~oodnefs tl."i i'11m:tcul~te I,olillt:fs. 
VlDen this is the cale, the: Gnner is r~n~wed. h~ 3s-ti11 

bears the im:l~ 01' God "'hich he b~d left, be is ;a~:n tit
miiOr the prefcnce orGod~ from wl,it:h he hatl ~n ~xptl. 
led. Bllt if he taas \\"ron~ IlOtions of GOtl, if he takes 1.110 
tn be etTelltiallv different fri'm ,,,bat he reallv i~ be fervt"-s 

~ ~ 

not the true Goo at all~ he: bears not Ilis il:la~, he ckli;!hts , ' .. 
not in hi~ jcllo,,"Jhip, he is UllSt fer 1:ls prekllce. I,' reli-
gion COlliiHs in a divine natl.lre~ lucia a ~r;all does not per. 
fef~ it,. uillefs the~ are more Goels tball one. 1'here nlav, 
indeed, be an alteration in him, he may ha,-e tran:a!c:~ 
his a)lcgian~e, tlild changed his mr~1er, for idols ar~ nlall}·~ 
but he is ilot brought unto God; and., l~ long as Goo is 
immutetble., his happinefs is im poffible. 

J ctln recolletl: nothing t.ltat is \\'orth noti<:e:is :tIl co. 
jefiion againft this., but that our knowlcdge of God., at 
any rate, is extrenlel)· imperft:tl: arad defcdive. It is fo 
to be fure, while we are in this world; ns}" probably, it 
win be fo to all eternity: for" who can by ft:al''Cbu~g find 
" out God? '\ino can find Ollt the Almighty unto perfec
" tion? It is high as heaven, what can w\! do? deeper 
" than hel~ \vhat call \ve kno\v? The meafure thereof is 
" longer than the earth, and broader than the rea .. "'" But 
there is a great diff~rence bet\\-een the imperfeaiol1 of our 
1cllOW'c\'~\. ~& Joel, and formillg COllccptiollS of llim that 
are fundamentally wrong. l"'here is a great difference 
between having weak and in:ulequate ideas of the truth, 
and believing or acting upon the oppofite falfllood. Un
lers this is admitted, we fhall never fee the unf peak able 
advantage which the Jewoi enjoyed over the Gentiles, 
" becaufe to them were comnlitted tIle oracles of God ;" 
n.or indeed filall we fee the wortll and beauty of the ancient 
difpenfation in general. It was one uniform difplay of 
ta'1is gre~'t and important truth, \vhich is delivered ,\~ith fo 
much majefiy by God himfdf: " I am the Lordt that is 
" my name, and my glory will I not give to another, nei-

• Job xi. 1, 8, 9. 



"ther my praif~ to graven images." Neither is this at 
all relaxed ullder the Ne\v Tefiament. The importance 

• 

of" holding the truth as it is in jefus" -of" holding faft 
" the fUrll! of found \vords"-and" keepitlg the truth," 
is otten declared, as \~"ell as that " no lie is of the tru~. " 
.\00 no wonder th~t in this pure and fpiritual conftituti
on, it fhou!d be neceffclTY to have clear and diftillCt views 
of him who is " the Father of fpirits." 

Thus I hope it appears, that, in order to a faving 
change, there tT1Uft be a dilcovery of the real nature of tIle 
one only, the living and true God. Before we proceed 
fllrther, let me obferve that hence may be feen, in the 
deareft light, the danger both of ignorance, and error. 

I. Of ignorance. It is plain that thofe who are grofs
Iy igtlorant mtltl be unrene\ved. Thofe \vho do not kno\v 
God, cannot poffib1y love hi m. Do you not now fee the 
meaning and weight of the firong language of fcriptllre, 
\Vllere we are told the heathell nations, \vere " fitting in 
"darknefs, and in the region and fhadow of death:" 
\\11at f.>rce fhould this give to the prayers fo often offered 
up, botb ill public alltl in private, that tIle " name" of God 
may be " hallo\\led" and Ilis kingJom come? How much 
filould it alI(l to tl1e zeal alld (liligence, ef pecia1lJ' of tllofe 
\\pllo are appoillted to \vatch for tlle fouls of others? vVhat 
concern filould it give them, leU any under their immedi
ate illfpetiion " filOllld perith for lack ofknowleclge." It 
is indeed fllrprifing to think, what grofs ig!10ranCe prevails 
at prefellt among man)T, not\vitll1lanlling the excellent 
opportunities of inllruClioll \vllich tiley have in- tlleir offer. 
N a}·, e\l-en among thofe- \v 110 are illfl rutted in feveral branch .. 
~s of lluman fciencc, it is alronifiling to think \vhat ignor
ance tllere is of every tIling tllat relates to religion. 

If accident or curiofity has brought this difcourfe into 
tIle hands of allY fuell, let me intreat their attention for a 
little. I befeech you to thillk upon, and trenlble at }pour 
jlate. YOlt may ha\re rome fort of a nOmitlal belief of all 

unfeen, Ullilltelligil)le beillg, calle{i God, while YOlI know 
neither" what you fpeak, nor whereof you affirm. " You 
lnay perhaps have 11ear(i, or rather in Ollr 11appy native 
country you cannot but have heard of Chriil Jefus, the Son 
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of Gocl, fiile(l oft~rl tIle Sa ViOllT of lillller5; Illlt }!'uil " kno\v 
4.. nt:ither the F'ather Ilor the Son," ,,. ou kllOW not Ga<l 
as Creator, nor, by contequence, your obligations and duty 
to him, or your apollacy and dt:p~\fture from both. You 
kll. not y.-hat fin is, alld therefore, you cannot know a 
Saviour. If ever you come to true religion at all, light 
\viII break in uI)on }'Oll ill your (larknefs, }'OU \\'il11~1) mOTe 
be able to forget GOtt, he \\,-ill follo\v you into your fecret 
chambers, he \vill come lloille uI)on }90U, all(l afrau]t you, 
as it \\gere, \vith tile reality of llis prefence, lrith the far,Cti. 
ty atld purity of his nature, and the terrible majefiy of 
his po\ver. 0 110\V great is the effect of a real dilco~gery 
of the divine glory, whether in the word, or by the provi
dence of God; to a faint or to a finner. Hear how Job 
expreffes himfe1f, h I ha.ve heard of thee by the hearing 
'" of the ear, but no\'1 mine eye feeth tllee, \\=-hereforc lab. 
" hor myielf, and repent in dull: and alhes."· \Ve have 
the fame thing well defcribed by the prophet Ifaiah, as the 
effeCt of divine power in defolating judgments. "Enter 
" illto the rock, an<l hide thee in the dun, for the fear of 
" the Lord, and for the glory of his majeUy. 1'he lofty 
" looks of man fi1al1 be hunlbled, aIld the haughtillers of 
" lllen 111a}l be bov.'ecl do\vn, and the Lord alone fhall l~e 
~, exalted in tllat day.-And tIley iliall go into the holes 
" of the rocks, and I11tO the ca\Tes of the earth,) for fear ot· 
" the Lord, and for the glory of his n1ajefiy, \VlleIl he ari~ 
" feth to fllake terribly the earth. In that day a matl fIlall 
" caft llis idols of filver, ancl his i,lols of gold, ",hich they 
" made each one for himfelf to worfhi p, to the moles aucl 
" to tIle bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks, ancl into tIle 
" tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of tIle Lord, and for the 
" glory of his majeUy, when he arifeth to fhake terribly 
" the earth. "t So' fOOll as it p1eafes God to open your 
e}'es UpOll himfelf, ~~itll \Vll0111 you have to do, it will hutn. 
ble you in the dufi, it will difcover your danger, it will 
111al~e redemption l)reciolls to you, and the name of a Sa
viour unfpeakably dear. 

* Job xlii. 5, 6. 
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2. The fame thinl! fllt\VS the danger of error, as 
,veil as ignorance. Among many loofe and pernicious 
principles, which are zealoufly fpread, and blindly embra
ced in this age,\.one of the moft prevailing and dangerous 
is, the innocence of error. "0, fay fome, every mli is 
" to enqtlire freely., and each will embrace what appears 
" to him to be the truth. It is no matter what a man be. 
" lieves, if his life be good. Even he who mifiakes, may 
,It be II acceptable to God as his oppofite, if he is equally 
" finc~. " Now t11ere is no doubt, that liberty to ell· 

quire freely, is an ineftimable blelling, and impartiality in 
religious enquiries an indifpenfable duty. But the above 
maxim becomes falfe and dangerous by Ix:ing carried an 
exceftive length·; and it is eamed to this excefs by the 
favor of two fuppofitions, which are falfe and groundlefs. 
The maxim is applied frequently to jullify an open and 
virulent oppofition to the mon. important truths of the gof
pel ; nay, fODletimes, even a denial of all religion, natu· 
ral anel revealed. rr 0 be able to apply it thus, it is necer. 
fary to fuppofe that faIfe opinions will have as good an in
fluence upon the heart as true. I f this is the cafe, the 
boa ned privilege of free enquiry is not worth having, and 
all tlle labor bellowed 011 ttle fearch of truth is entirely 
L~rO\Vn a\vay. Another fuppofition contained in the 
above maxim is, that a perfon may be as fincere in em· 
brACing grofs falfhoods, as in adhering to the truth.. If this 
he true, our Creator hath not given us the means to dif
tinguHh the one from the other, which is the higheft im
peachment both of his wiliiom and goodnefs. 

Such perfons do not cOllficler, that a corrupt inclination 
in the heart brings a bias on the judgment, and that when 
men do not " like to retain God in their knowledge," he 
frequently in his righteous judgment, gives them up to a 
reprobate mind. Nay, when they rejeCt his truth from 
an inward hatred of its purity, he is faid to fend them 
" ftrong delufions," as in the following paifage: "Be. 
" caufe they received not the love of the truth, that they 
" might be raved, for this caufe God {hall fend them 
" ftrong delufion, that they {hould believe a lie, that they 
~' all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had 
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" pleafure in unrighteoufnefs."~ But the nature of rege
neration will ferve, in a peculiar manner, to thew the dan
ger of error. If men forn} wrong notions of God, if they 
Jove anti worfhip, and refemble a falfe god, they cannot 
be rene,,-?ed, they are not like, and therefore unfit for the 
pr~fence of, the true. Be not deceived, he cannot deny 
himfelf, and therefore " there is no fel10wfhip of righte
" oufnefs with uilrighteoufnefs, no communion of light 
" with darknefs, no concord of Chrift with Belial. "t 

I muft here, to preveot miftakes, obferve that this 
ought, by no means, to be extended to differences of 
fmaller moment, under which I rank all thore \v hich re
gard onl}~ the extenla)s of religion. I am fully convinced, 
that many of very different parties and denominations 
are building upon the one u. foundation laid in Zion" for 
a filloer's hope, and that tlleir difiance and alienation from 
one another in affct.\ion, is very much to be regretted. 
Many will not meet together on earth for the worfhip of 
God, who ihali have one temple above, where all the faith
ful, " from the eaft, and from the weft, from the north, 
" and from th(: fouth, fhall fit (lown with Abraham, and 
" traae, and Jac::ob, in the kingdom of their" eternal" Fa
"ther." But f.Lfi:er all, I muft needs alfo believe, that it is 
poffible to make fuipwreck of the faith.· This appears 
plainly from the following, as well as many other paffages 
of fcripture: "But there were falre prophets alfo among 
" the people, even as there 1hall be faUe teachers among 
" you, who privily {hall bring in damnable herefies, e\'en 
" denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
~, themfelves fwift deftruClion."! If any take up faIfe 
notions of God, or expeCt fanaification and eternal life in 
any other way than he hath pointed out in his word, though 
they may now build their hope on a fond imagination 
that he is ruch an one as themfelves, they {hall at JaO: 
meet with a dreadful difappointment in this awful fen
tence, " Depart from me, I know ye not, ye workers of 
., iniq uit},." 

• 2 ThefT. ii. 10, 11, 12. t 2 Cor. vi. 14·, 15. t 2 Pet. ii. i 
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SEC T. II. 

IN' the reconll place, As there mull be a difcovery of 
the real nature, fo alfo of the infinite glol):- of G(.)d. 

He mull not only be feen to he juft ruch a heing as he 
Tca.lly is, bllt tJlcre nlull: be a fenf~ of the illfillite v."orth, 
beauty, and perfeCtion of his charnaer. Thefe two things) 
l~or,gh intilllatl~ly conneCte(l, are J'et fo {liliinCt from one 
al10tllcr, as to defer,ge to be feparatel)y COllficieretl. The 
iirfl is He~efiil1):', but it is not illfficient alone, or by· itfelf. 
rrj-l~re can be no true religion, unlefs there be a diJco\-ery 
of tIle real llature of Gcxl. Btlt thOllgll tllere be a knO\l'

le(lge of \vJlat God is, lln]efs there he alto a (lifcovery of 
tile excellence al1d glory of this nature, he can 11ever be 
the ol)jeCt of efieenl an(1 lo,re. It is Olle thillg to kno,\-, 
aIle} allotller to appro"ve: all(l, ,,·hilfi this 1ail is not tIle 
cafe, whatever we may know or affinr., or be peduaded of, 
with relation to the Supreme Being, we do not know him 
to be God, nor can poffibly glorify him ns God. This 
lnOmeJltollS trlltll \'le lllay fureJ}~ com)lre!lend,l)y \vhat is 
311alogous to it in our experiellce, between created na
tures. Speculati\le kno\v1edge and love are hy no means 
infcparable. l\:Iell mc:ty truJ}, know many tllings \\,hich 
they fincerely hate; dit".y may hate them even becaufe 
tIley kno\v tllen1: alld \-~'hen tIllS is the cafe, the more 
they know them they will hate them with the greater vi
Tlilence and rancor. rrllis not only l11ay, bl1t al\,~a)Ys fllUfi 

t~ke phlce, when natures are oppofite one to another, the 
one finful, for example, and the other holy. l'be more 
th~y are ~nown, the more is their rnutual hatred nil"red up, 
and their perfeCl: oppofition to each other becomes, if not 
lTIOre. violent, at leaft more fenfible. 

'Ve have little reafon to douht, that the fallen angels, 
thofe apoflate fpirits, have a great degree of fpeculative 
knowledge. I would not, indeed, take upon me to affirm 
tllat tIley are Ii-ee frOll} ,.'rror aIlc} nl iflal,e of e\7erV l{in(l, 

til 

yet it feems highly probable that they have a dear, thou~'h, 
ut the f:une t!me, a terrible apprchcnfioll of " what God 



201 

is; for they have: not tbe lame opportunilif"s, or the filme 
Ineans of deceiving themfdves, that we hav~ in tl,e pre
lent nate. But do they love I~iln, or fee his exccllellce 
and glory? Very far from it. 1"hey believe and trem· 
bIe; they know God, and blafpheme. The more they 
kno\v of him, the more they hate Jlinl; tllat is to fa)"~ tlleir 
in.\var(!, nati\-e, habitual hatrecl is the Inorc firon61~· ex· 
citecl, 2n(1 the nlore 1enfibly felt. . 

TIle cafe is mllch the fame \viti} fonle finl1ers, \\'11ell 

firft awakened, and it continues to be the J~mle fo long a:i 
they are kept in bondage and terror. They han! an aw
Jul vie,,,· of tIle holinefs vf God's llature, of t!le lirifilleJs 
of his Jaw, and the greatnefs of his power. rrhis is direCt. 
ly levelled againfl their o\vn corrupt incli11:ltions, ~ntl 
carries nothing with it but a f\!ntence of condemnation 
againft them: u Curfed is every one that continueth not 
" in all things \\yllich are ,\'ritten in the bClok of the Ja\\·, 
" to clo them.". This brings forth t:Jeir enn)it}·, ,\rllie}l 
before perhaps lay hid. It is remarkable that fome per
fons of loofe ancl (liforder)y li\ges, \\lill fOlnetinles Jll~1in. 
tain, at flated feafuns, a profeffilln of piety~ So long as 
they can keep their coniciences fiill and quiet by general 
indifiillCt notions of God, as very ear)· and gentle, no 
\vay illCline(} to pucifll, they tllink of him \vithollt al'erfi
on, nay, will go through fome outward forms \~-hh appa. 
rent fatisfaCtion and delight. Their notion of (li\yille 
mercy i~ flot a readinefs to parclon tIje greatefl fil1ner on 
repentance, t~ut a difpofitiO!l to illcillige the ftllller, all(1 

\vink at his continuance in tranfgre:1iion. K 0 fooner are 
[uch perfons brought to a difcovery of the real character of 
a holy God, than their thoughts of him ~re entirely 
changed, They ha\~e gloom}7 \·ie\\~s of llis tlatllre, 311d 

ha,rih thollghts of his provielence; tIle)" fret at tile ilri(l
nefs of his law, and, as far as they dare, complain of th~ 
tyrallllY of his gO\~erllmeIlt. Their fei1timents are the 
fame with thofe expreffed by the mtn of BethOlcmefil : 
--- "iI10 is al)le to fland llefore t!1is hoI\, Lore} Go(i, allC} to 

wi 

" \i'!lom fhall he go up from us." t 

... " • • · • 1 ual. ~:l. o. .... 1 <..: ') 
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I cannot help obferving, that here \ve are, if I may 
fpeak fo, at the very fountain-head of error. What is it 
eIre that makes many franle to themfflves new and Oat~r. 
jng fchemes of religion, that makes them im,lgine a God 
fo extreme1}~ different from that holy Beil1g he is r~pre
rented in his o\vn \vord? '\~hen men \\--ill not cOlIform· 
their prJaice to tht:. principles of pure and undefiled reli. 
gion, they fcarce ever fail to endeavor to accommodate re
ligion to their own praClice. Are there not many who 
cannot endure the reprefelltation of GOli as holy and 
jealous, which is given us in fcripture ? 'Vitll \vhat vio
lence do they oppofe themft:I\'es to it by carnal reafonings, 
and give it the moR odious ..:nd abominable names? The 
reafon is plain. Suell a vie\v of God fets the oppofition 
of tl!eir o\vn hearts to him in the ilrongeft light. 1'wo 
things oppofite in their natllre callnot be approved at Ollce. 
and, therefore, the confequence is, God or themfelves 
mull be held in abhorrence. Bllt we have reafon to blefs 
God, that their refinance to the trllth is only a new evi
dence and illuftration of it, fhewing that "the carn~ mind 
&, is enmity againft God; for it is not fubjeti to the law 
" of God, neither indeed call be. ,'. And as this enmity 
to God difcovers itfelf in oppofition to his truth on earth, 
it \\-ilI become much more violent, \Vllen further refinance 
is impoffible. ''''ben an llnregenerate finner enters upon 
a \vorld of fpirits, where he has a much clearer figllt and 
greater fenfe of \vhat God is, his illherent enmity worI\:s 
to perfetlion, and he b1ail)llernes like tllofe devils with 
\vhom he Inufi: forever <I\vel]. 

From all th:s it will evidently appear, that there mull 
be a difcovery of the glory and beauty of the divine na
ture, all entire approbatioll of e,'ery thing in God, as per. 
fealy right and abfolutely faultIefs. It is fdf~evident, that 
\\'ithout tllis, there cannot be a ftlpreme love to God, in 

& 

which true religion properly confills; 110 man can love 
that which doth not appear to be lovely. But I further 
add, that this is abfolutely nece!rary to the very beginning 
of the change, or the foundation on which it is built. It 

• R -,-om. VlIl. 7. 
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is neceffary, in order to any genuine, falut~ry convidions 
of fin. \Vhat is it elfe but a dit~m:"ery of the fpotlt:ls ho. 
liners, the perfC!c\: excellellcc, and infillitc: a!lliablC:!lc:fs of 
the divine llature, that hunlbles a finller under a fenfe of 
his breaches of the divine law? \Vithout this, there may 
be a fenfe of weaknefs and fubjeCtioo, but never a lenfe 
of duty and obligation. Without this there may be a fear 
of \~·rath, but there can not be a hatre(l of fill. 

This feems direCtly to lead to the next great ftep in a 
raving ~hange, viz. a convitlion of fin and nlifel}P. But 
before \\t·e proceed to point out the progrefs of con~·iaiollJ 
it will not be ,olproper to take notice of a te\v truths 
~"hich refult frOID \\'hat hath been already raid. This is 
the more neceff~r}", that erroneous or lleleCtive views of 
religiull are commonly occafioned by fome mifiake in the 
foundation. 

I. 1~he neceffity of regeneration itfdf appears with pe
culiar force, from ",hat hatll beell iaid on this part of the 
fubjetl. 1~here muft be a real inward change of heart, 
before there can be any true religion. If the OlOrai excel. 
lence of the diville nature lllUtl be difcovered, if God 
D1Uft be feen as glorious in his holinefs, the heart and 
temper mull be changed as well as lIte life. Nothing is 
more plain froln the holy lcriptures, than that "the natu
" rallnan receiveth not tIle thillgS of the Spirit of God ;" 
and it is eqllally plain from experience and the nature of 
the thing. . \Vhile Olen continue ill the love of fin; it is 
impoflible that they fhould fee the beauty of infinite holi ... 
nefs. So long as they love fin, they muft hate holinefs, 
which is its oppofite, and not lefs contrary to it than light 
is to darknefs. Therefore, all reftraint upon our outward 
converfation, all zeal and diligellce ill expenfive rites and 
ceremonies; all duties of \\' hate\rer kind that arife frolll 
fear, or other external motives, are of no confequence, 
till the temper and inclination of the heart is entirely re~ 
newed. 

1. From what hath been faid, we may plainly per .. 
ceive, that regeneration from firLl to JaO: mull be afcribed 
to the agency of the Holy Ghoft. It mull: be the effeCt of 
divine grace, and the work of fovereign power. Let not 



an\' cre.lture be Ula\\-illing to Rand indeb!ed for his rae": 
~ 

4'r~atioll to t~le Aut)lor of Ilis firtl bein~; "for of 11im, \llld 

,. throl1~h him, and to him, are all things .. "· 'Vhilc 
mall is ill llis natural fiat~, Ile is an tnenlV to God ill Ili!; .. 
minel bv \vicketl ,,'orks. The (lifcoveries that are mtllle .. 
to him of the real tlature of G~ ill Ilis \vorks anc) iiI I.is 
\\·onl, "'bile he COlltinues ill this (lifpoiitioll, a.-e not 'ln~a. 
b!e but hateful. Kay, he is fo tar from 10ving him as hi.: 
father~ that he fears hirlY as his enem}r. 1'his fea~ lA-iII 
(lifcover itfelf one of tht:ie: t\\-O \\·a}1ts. Sometimes it \~i]! 
make the finner fly fro.m God, cafl·inftruCtion behind his 
back, and increafe unto 010re ungocllinefs, ti11 natllral 
conicit!llce is feared an(! infenfible. Ho\v man}~ tllere are 
of this kinJ, \VhOnl one crinle onl}~ f.lreci})itates into ano
ther, experience is a melancholy p: oof. It is worth while 
at tIle fi~nle tinle to obfer\7e \vhat il1tinlations are given us 
in fcripture, that this is the firfl and natural '!fIeCl: of fin 
upon all, to drive them at a further difiance from God. 
T\\ .. o infiances of tllis ha'le 1)eel1 ~i\'el1 above. Our firft 
parents no fooner finned" than they tlell and hid them
f'elves when they heard God's ,'olee in the garden, as im
patient of his approach. _-1. fimiJar refleCtion ,,'e fee in 
the apoiiJe Peter, on being witnefs to an extraordinary 
effeCt of his S~l.\'iour's divine power: "And when Simon 
" Peter [:iW it, he feU dOWG at Jefus' knees, faying, De
.. , part from me, for I am a finful lnan, 0 Lord."t See 
allotller illllance of the fame kind. "AIICI the \vho!e 
\~ Inultitutle of the country of the Gadarelles round about~ 
~, beiought him to depart frOll} them, tor they were taken 
" \\Iitll great fear. "! 

_J\notller commOll effeCt of this llatural fear, in fonle 
refpeCts contrary to the tormer" is to difpofe nlen to per. 
form fome conf1rained and hypocritical fervices, in order 
to avoid punifhment. rrhis is defcribed in the temper and 
(~OI1(llla of tile chilllren of lfi·ael, as repreferlte(l by the 
Pfalluiii; "\V~'ilen he fie\v t!leln, then they fOll~llt llim ; 
"they returned, and enquired early after God. And 
" tIle}7 relTlembcre(1 ti1at Gocl ,vas tlleir rock, arId the 11igll 

t I .. l1ke v. s. 1 Luke yii!. ~-;. 



" G\)~l tilt.!t ,cJ~~~,!i~·r. l~~\:ert:lel~rs uley did Ha.~ter I.in, 
" w;·h tht:ir ln~~'l~ll, the>·lieJ unto Illll1 \Vilil tlleir to'l~lles; 
" for th.!ir heart \,- ~ ~ 11a: w-igilt \vith Ili!D, rl::itiler \verc tlleJ 
" fte.:lfaft in his ~:>\·c:&:lnt. t,* H~n:;e it appe:lrs, that to :\ 
difco\-fr}- of th~ g'oa-jP an,} exccllellce tllat is in G~~, i~ is 
neteft1l)· tilat \\'e be in fOlllt! meafure challged illto L~C 
falne illlag~. To [:11 that this is tlie effc~t of our OWll at. 
tempts and endeavors in the ,yay of dut}-, \\-ithout the 
con!lrainl!lg pO\\'"el" "f divine grace, is, \\-bell thorougilly 
c:'3.nlined~ a m~ni!c:fi contradittion. Ifperfons endeavor 
to f('fce or oblige themfc:lve~ to love an}- otle, it is a lure 
fign that he is very un)o\"dy in their e}·es. Love C.Ul110t 

b~ forc~, or rather to fpeak more properly, force(l !~v~ is 
not love at all. In a word, it is our indifpenJ:ilile duty to 
attentl to e\-ery diCtate of cOlllcience, and to follo\\' it t'o 
far as it gO;!S; but I callOot help thillkin~, that for a fill. 
ner trul,· and fincerely t~ defire a challge of nature, ,,·ould 
be all evidence of a chculge hegUI1. 'l'herefo~, till a fin
ner get a fupematural illumillation, he can ne\ger fi'~ tile 
glory and beauty of the dh·ine charaCter. Before this, he 
may feek to propitiate God's favor, he may wil!. to <t"oj.~ 
his \Vrd~ll; Ile may (}efire a change in God for l\is (lwn 
f."lfety, but he cannot be fatisfied with him as ~~ ; :ally is. 
It nluft be the fame almigllty PQ\\-er, \\·hich brought tile 
,\·orlll out of Ilothing into beillg, t}1,.': mull bring back the 
finner f'-0111 !lis rebellion and apollacy, according to th3.t 
proolife, evidelltly applicable to the Sa\Tiour; "Th)' peo. 
" pIe fhan be willing in the day of thy power, in the beau
" ties of 110lill~rS."t Neither is the farlle tiling lefs clear
I\-9 afferted in tIle Ne\\p Teltanlent; "For it is God \Vllich 

J 

" worketh in you, both to will and to do of his good plea-
" l"'ur.~ )'-r .. \... .. 

3- Hence \\·e rna}'" fee wllerein Ii~s tIle fundamental ef
ft!il::~\l tlifl~rellce l)~t\\leen commOll or 1111[Jerfett COll\'it'ti
ons, all(1 tile eff~aual fanttitying and faving influences of 
tIle l-I()lv' GllOfi. 1'Ile firll arife froln a \'iew of the Ilatll-. 
ral pert<:ai~11S of God, frOln a belief of his po\ver atld fee 
\rerit), ~ \\9itilout all}p llifco\·ery of h~s righteoufnefs ilild 
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glory. Therefore, however great a length they may pro
ceed, however difierent or oppofite their efl'eCls may he. 
they never produce any real change in the heart. I t is 
of great confequen~e to attend to this important dillinc
tion; for thougll imper{ea conviBiollS fOllletilnes are en
tirelyeffaced, atld are followed by no lafting effect at alJ, 
yet it is often otherwife, They frequently produce a 
cOllnterfeit religion, \\,hich not only continlles for a time, 
but is carried (lo"Tn il}? fOllle to the grave as a lie in tJleir 
right-halld. So fubtle are the lieceits of ratan, that there 
are many hollow forms of religion, not only upon a legal, 
but atl evangelical bottom. I 1hall give th~ reader a 
!ketch of the principles and outlines of both. 

There are fome legal hypocrites. A \vakened to a fenfe 
of their danger merely from the irrefifiible power of God, 
they fall to the exercife of repentance, and hope that by 
fo doillg they may Ii\'e. Hence the whole fyfielD of bodi
ly penance and mortification. Hence alfo fo ftrong an at
tachment, in fome "rorldly perfons, to the external forms 
of religion, alld velleration for the places of divine -wor
fhip. Being no\v fOnle\vhat more regll1ar and (lecent ill 
their ordinary carriage than before, they entertain a fond 
hope that all filall be well. In the mean time, they are 
fo tar from being refiored to the image ot God, or being 
gOllerlled by his love, tllat all tIllS is a bl1rden to them; 
and indeed it is becaufe it is a bllrden, that they are [0 
prone to think it meritorious. COllfciellce cllecks them, 
and tIley dare 110t run to tile (,me excefs \vith others, or 
even repeat what they themfclves did formerly; and by . 
this comparifon, cannot help thinking they are in a hope
ful way. But did fuch perfons refleCl. a little on the na
ture of God, they \v(,tlld fee tI1eir error. j.'!"}ley \\?0111d 
learn, that they ar.! fo far from being renewed in the fpirit 
of their minds, that whatever lengths they go, they are 
dragged or driven againtt their will; and whenever they 
call filld a plaufible excllfe, they are reacly to \,rith(lra"r 
their neck fi"om the yoke. A jufi view of the glory of God, 
atl(} tIle obligation tlfJOll every rational creature to lo\"e 
and imitate him, would effeClualIy cure thenl of all felf.· 
righteoufnefs a.nd felfdependance; would lead them to 
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h~& ... :· -If and the grace treafured l.p in his Son, to U work 
" in them the whol~ good pleafure Lf his xoO'J!lefs, ilnd the 
'" \r(lrk of f2.:tl1 \\" ith po\\-er." 

On the otller hallll, there are evangelical h}·po~ritcs. 
'fhefe begin upon tile fanle principles, alld their \9ic\\"s 
llave the fame radical defetl \vith tIle fOrll)~r. rrlleV are . 
a\vakened to a fenfe of danger, allu lometirries Inalle to 
tremble through fear of divine jIJ(lgmellts, ~llt \l;itllOUt all}

diicovery of the glory anel amiablenefs of the (liville tid

lure. If fuch perfons happen to litre in a family or COll

gregation, \vhere the}F hear InGell of the (loct!': i1e of re
denlption, it nlay Ilave its place ill tllcir [cllclne. "flley 
may be fo convirlceu of their o\,-n nl,~nifo)d tral1fgreffions, 
as to be fatisfiecl to thro\v their guilt ui10l1 tIle furety, all(l 

rely on the fufferings and death of Chrifl, for ddiveran~e 
from the wrath of an oifellLled God. Nay, I ha\1e nc~ the 
leall: doubt that fome may, by a confident prefumption, 
iinitate the faitll of God's eleel, and believe that Cllriil 
died for themfelves in particular. So long as this per • 
. fuafion call mailltain its grouncl, it may, and mufi give 
them great joy and fatisfaClion. \Vho would not find 
confolatioll in thinking tllemfel\1es ill fafety fronl (Ii vine 
\vrath? Yet all tllis wllile they never fee the e\:jl of fin in 
itfelf, as an oppofition to the l1ature, and a breacil of the 
la.w of God. 1'hey are never brotlght to love an infillite
ly holy God in fincerity of heart. They may love him, 
becaufe they fuppofe themfelves the peculiar objeCts of his 
love, \\,itll rome obfcure, confufed, feilfual idea of the de
lights of heaven; but they know not or confi(ler 110t, tIle 
nature of tllat falvation 11e hatll proviut!U for llis chofen. 

All fuell lo\'e, it is plain, arifeth fro', ~l :\, r;Alfe COIlfi(lence 
ill their own frate, al1d n()t frOln a true know ledge of God. 
rrlleir notions of God's Jove to them COl1taill Inore of a 
partial indtllgence to t11eln as tiley are, tllall of his infinite 
compaffion ill forgivit1g \vhat they have been. The ef. 
feCl:s of filch religion are jufl what might be expeCted from 
its nature, violent and paffionate for a fearon, and com. 
monly ofientatiol.ls, but temporary and changeable. Self. 
love lies at the root, and therefore, \vllile tl1ey are pleafe,l 
and gratified) they will continue their pof<.:fiion of attach .. 
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"ment; but when fe1f.denial or bearing the crofs is requir
ed, t!1P.y rejeB: the tefPls, they iofe their tranfporting views, 
and return to their tins. 

There are many examples of th~s .. not only in fcripture, 
but in the hiflory of the church in every age. l\1any of 
thofe difciples who feemed gladly to embrace the doarine, 
and highly to honor the perfon of Chrifi, when they heard 
fome of the moll mortifying precepts, " went back and 
" walked no more \\'ith him. ". Tile charaaer is little 
different, which we find defcribed under the image of the 
fiony ground hearers~ who U having not root in them
-., felves, when perfecution or tribulation arore becaufe of 
" the word, by and by were offended." I hope this, with 
the explication above given of its c~ufe, may be of ufe to 
aCCOllnt for [orlle appearances in a ti,)le of the re\,ival of 
religion. Perions \VilO feem to have the fame exerciies 
with real converts, yet afterwards iaU away, and " retnrn 
" with the dog to his vomit "again, and with the fow that 
" was wafhedJ to her wallowing in the mire." This gives 
occafion to adverfaries to fpeak reproachfully, 3Tad is great. 
ly diftreffing to thofe who truly fear God. But would 
men carefully attend to what the holy fcriptures teacll lIS 

to expect, their furprife in aU [uch cafes would "ceafe. 
" For it muft needs be that offences ·muft comet." And 
though there are man}' counterfeits, there will iliJI be fuf. 
ficient means to diftmguifh the gold from the drofs. 

SEC T~ III. 

There must he a conviClion oj f.in and danger. 

T HE next great fiep in a £'wing change, is a deep 
. hunliliatioIl of mjnd, alld conviCtion of fin an(l dall

ger. ~rhe abfolute neceffity of this is very evident, and 
indeed generally conferred. I t is equally evident, whe
ther we confider the nature of the change itfdf, the means 
of its produtlion, or the motives 'to all future duty. If an 
~ntire change is necerrary, there mull be an entite and 
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thorough diffatisfaCl:ion with, and dirapproba~:on of. our 
pan cnaratler and fb:.te. '~lhoe\"er is pleated with his 
prefent charaaer, will neither dellre, enliea"or, nor even 
accept of a change. If we confider tht: n~l'~!lS of our re
covery, by Jt:fus Chrin fuffering in t1~e rcom cf finners, 
the fame tiling \vill appear \\,it)) increaiing t'\,j<:ence. 
rrhofe who are not humbled Gn<Jer a fenfe of gllilt anci cor
ruption, will treat with great contempt a purchafed par
clon and a crucified Savior. This our Lord hilllfelf often 
tens us in the plaineR terms. U They that are whole 
" need not a phyfician, but they that are fick. I came 
'" not to cal! the righteous, bllt finners to repentance."· 
To there indeed his in\7itation and call is particularl)· a(l
dreffed; "Come unto me, all ye that labor, and are hea\'y 
" laden, and I wi)) give you reil."t 

rr 0 the filme purpofe, \ve filall find mao}· other pafia~ 
ges, both of the prophetic and apofiolic writings. T'he 
glad tiding~ of falvation are al\\~a}1s direCle(l to the hum
ble, miferable, broken.hearted, thirfiy, periflling foul. 
Thus in the prophet Ifaiah, " Ho, every one that thirfieth, 
" come }'e to the ,vaters; and he that hath no Inoney, 
" come ye, buy and eat; }"ea, come buy \vine and milk, 
" \\lithout filoney and without price. " t \Vhen Chrift 
entered on his perfonal minifiry, he opened his com
mifiion in the following ternlS. 'c. The fpirit of the Lord 
" is upon me, becaufe lle hatl! anointe(l tne to preach tile 
" gof pel to the poor: he h~tth fellt me to heal tIle broken
" l1earted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and re· 
" covering of fight to tIle blind; to fet at liberty them that 
" are bruited. to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. "11 
I fhaIl.only"mentiof. vne other paffage: h And I win give 
" to hilll that is atllirft of tIle fountain of tIle \\"ater of lite 
(, freely."'1 

From there pafTages, and many others in the fanle firain, 
it is eviclent be}·onrl contradiClion, that~there mull be a 
deep humiliation of mind~ and fenfe of guilt and wretch. 
ednefs, before a finner can be brought unto Goo. This 

• L\\ke v. 31, 32. t Matth~ xi. ~9. t It: Iv. I .. '~Luke iy. !~" 

, Itev. xxi. 6. 



210 

i::deetl hath ordinarily ~en confit1cred 3S the firn fiep to. 
\\'ar<)s c,1n\'erfion. In orcler to treat of it in the nlOn 
clear, an(} at tIle f:llne tillle the DIOI} uleflll nlanner, I f)!~:!1 
di\,j,Je it il1tO t\\-O llr:lllchcs, and firfi, confit!er what is tile 
tnle and gelll~ille four~e of COI1\-ifiioll or forro\\· for fill; 
an,1 fe(:ondly. to what degree it mufi he, in order to a 
favillg Ch:lllge. 

Firn then, let us confider what is the true and genuine 
fOllrce of conviaion lllU forro,\~ JOT fin. Alld Jlere \ve 
In3}~ obfcr\"e ill gel1cral, tllat proper]}· Jpe:lkilli;~ there can 
be btlt t"'~o fOtlrces of fOITo\v or hllUliliation of Illind at .ul. ,. 
viz. fear of fu~rillg, and fellfe of t)le evil alIt! tlefcrt of 
fin. Both there are fOtlr~d in true pelliterlts; and it is 
their U!liOll allu mutual il16uence that tlillir~guifJl~s r~
pcntance unto life from e\'ery count~rfeit. ~iany ha \ 'e 
trelnblc(l throllgh fear of pUllinllll:lll fr ~ln GtXl, alld been 
llifnll}led at tIle tokens of Ilis prefence, \\-ho, not\\'itJl
flanding, li\~e(l an(l (lied ftrangers to true religion, or any 
taving change. \'le fee that even Judas the traitor to his 
Lonl repented, coni'Cffcti his fin, nay, did wh:lt he could to 
re))air the \vrong, tllfO\villg back the price of innocent 
b!oexl; ancl yet hat1gecl himfelf ill (Ie Jjlai r. The fcrip
ture Olll}~ fllrthcr fa}?s, he \\'ellt into his 0\\'0 place; {lUt 

there have been few, if any, ii1ter?r~ters of fcripture, who 
elltertclillC{1 allY UOllbt tl!~1t it \,'as the place of torment. 
''V''" c e\~er}' da)! J~c that uccafio; tal tliillger, or L'le appret1.en. 
1100 of ill11nediate death, thro\\'s fOllie into fits of ten'OT, 
extorts frol11 them confc:fJiolls of glliJt, or promiles ()f 

alllell(lillfllt; allu }»et, ill a little tillle the}" return to their 
fortner praCtices, :lnd fin with the i~une fc:curity, and per
ljaps ,\'itl~ greater a\·i(lit~~ tlla1l bcfoft:t.. 

'\"hat is t!'~ t:ilential uefett of lllcil fcerrling llellitellts ? 
It is tilat tiley lla\'te 110 jllfl fe!lt~ of tIle c,·il of fin ill itfelf; 
tIle}" ha\~e no in\\'artl cor\.lial approhition of the holillefs of 
Goc}'s Ilatllre alld la\\', or of tIle jlltlice of tllat fentellcc of 
(~Oll(lc'llnation \\:-}lich flant!s \Vrittcll agaiilft every tranf
greilor. Here,O Chrifiian, is the cardinal point on which 
trllC repelltance turllS, atlll the rcatter nla}· 1)1ainly IlCrcei\'c 
tIle reafC)l} and Jleceffity of \\111at \\'as iorllll'rly obler\·ed, 
that there mull be a dift:o\:cry of the infilli~e glory and 
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ami:lble!lcJ!' of the di,'itle nattlr~_ 1\~il;I\)\': tl!!s t)lere mal' .. 
be a tlt\\-ifh terror, but no tr\le hunlili3tion. It it JI1ly 
when a fi~lller le~s the unfpeakabJe majefly, the tnnlren. 
den! gl()r~· .. and ill finite al11iablellcfs of ti~e (ii,~ine 11atllr~, 
th3t he is tr\ll~·, efft8tl:!ll)-, anclll11fcignedl)· 11Ur.lhl~{I. 

Oh! that I Ct)ulllllcli\'er l!lis \\-ith p"'IJer fo:"ce! that 
I could ,,'rite and fpeak un(ler an e~pcrilllcnta) fente of 
its truth! 1'he fillner then percei,-es 110\V infinitel}- \\-Of

thy his l\faker is of th.! highefi efiecm, the moll ardent 
love, and ti~e lnofi unremitted o!'e(liellce. He t!lcn fees, 
that e,-el)· inte~ligellt cre3ture, froln t!,e Olof! fhillil1~ fe. 
Taph in the hea, enly bon, to the meaneft anti moil del: 
piled mortal worm, is under an infinite, eternal, unchange
able obli~l.tion to ]o.,e God witll allllis heart, al1d fircngth, 
an(1 n~ind. On this account he is convillcecl, tJlat alie. 
n.tted aneaion and mifpJaced aHegiance b in511itd)' finful. 
lIe fees this ohli~tion to he foun(le(l Ilot Illcrc)}~ Ilor 

chiefl}- on the grcatnefs of cliviile power, bllt 011 tile ill

trillfic itlherent exc~llence of the (li\·ine natllrc. 1~hcf'~
fore he is perfunJed, that there is not onl)~ dan~er ill rebi:l
ling againft, or difia~noring God, but a great and man!td~ 
wrong and injuflice in ref~lfiBb to honor him. This !!rike~ 
!1im \,-ith a f~11fe of his O\',rt\ !!uilt, al1d the ~uilt of alllllOf~ 
\v-ho li\pe " \\'itJl!lllt Gotl ill the \\-orld. " 

At once to COllfirnl and illufirate tilis truth, I O!l!fi: 

make t,,\ .. o obfervatiollS, \\'hich \"il} be found ulliverf:.!]!~p to 
. . 

11 old, on tIle cllaraaer aI,d COn(ll1C1: of trl~e pC!litClltS. 

1ft. rl'hat tllev obtain a ne\\- fC!nfe of the excc:l:elll'c! and 
'IIi 

obligation of the (luties of (li\~ille \\~ornlil)' botil pul)lic allG 
private. Before~ they were apt to confi\!er the dutic:s of 
\,·orfhiJl as little Illore tllan tIle 111eans of reii3ion; thJt 
tile fear of ~\~1 ill,"ilible Jll(lge migllt l~ a bunel tlpon tIle 
COllicicllce, :lncI keep mell froll1 fr&lu(l atlU Jifllont:fl}" or 
from riot ~llJ fenfualit)-.. The}' \ver( ; ·;\}(l (li!d fcrl11al 
therefore in their own attendance, and nen:r hear-l any 
flle:1k of joy or fellfible conllnUniQn ,,~ith Gc(l in his i~nc. 
tuaf)\ but the~· were ready to exprefs their detefiation of 
it as hypocril~~. or their contempt of it as enthafhfm ~~:d 
I~)JI,~ • . 
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But no\v the langtlage of ~(loration is ill l~)nle nlcafurc 
Ullderfiood, \\·hich Jlad been \\·11011y infipicl (intI \vithout 
meaning before. rrhey join with the pfalmifl in filying, 
" Honor and majefiy are belare him, firength and beauty 
" are in his fanduary. Gi ve unto the l.ord., () ye kindreds 
" of the people, give unto the Lord g10ry and flrength. 
CC Gi\'"e unto the I~rd tIle glor)1 t.lue Ullto Jlis name; 
" bring an offering, come into his courts. 0 worfllip the 
" Lord in the beauty of holinefs; fear before him an the 
" earth. '~. See alfo tllele ele\~ate(l firains of praifc, \\'hich, 
whether they are meant as the exercife of the church mi
litant on earth, or tlle ChtlTCh trii.l01phant in hea\1erl __ are 
equally proper here. "And the four beans had each of 
" them fix \vings abollt hinl, and the}T ,~'ere full of eyes 
u within; and they refl not day and night, faying, Holy, 
" hoI}" holy, Lord GOti ... -\lnlighty, which was, and is, .and 
.... is to come. And when thofe beafis give glory, and 
" honor, and tllanks to hiln that fat on the throne, who 
" }j\·eth for e\yer and ever; tIle four and twenty elders 
" {,\]1 (10\\"11 before hilD that fat 011 the throne, and \'iorihip 
c.. him that livetl) for e'lf·r and ever, and caft tbeir cro\vns 
,~ before the tl~rOlle, fa}~ing, " Thl)ll art \\'orth);, 0 Lord, 
,~ to recei\~e glor)1, ancl hOllor, ttlld po~·er; {or thotl haft 
" created a11 things, and for thy i)leafure they are, ancI 
"\vere create(!. "t .i\.nd to tl"le fa.lne ptirpole, " .l\Ild I 
"beheld, alld I heard tIle voice of nlany angels roulld 
" about tIle tllrone, and tIle heafls, aIlcl the elders: and tIle 
.. , llllillber of thenl was ten tl10ufiln(1 times tert thoufand, 
<. al1tl tlloufallds of thoufanus; ia)1illg \\~itIl a IOlld voice, 
,., ,,:--ortl1J~ is the Lamb thnt was flaill, to receive po\ver, and 
" riclles, and \\'ii<.ioln, alld firength, an(11101101\ 1illd glor}T, 
" and bleffing. And everycreatur~ which is in heaven, and 
\' 011 the eartll, and ullder the earl!l, and fuell as are in the 
" fe~\, and all that are ill tllenl, 11carJ I, fa}~ing~ Bleffing, and 
,~ llollor, aIlc1 glory, anc\ power be tlnto 11iln tllat fittetIl up
c., 011 tIle tllrone, alld unto the Laillb for ever and ever .1'! 
Nay, a true penitent begins to fee the btauty even of the 

~ prate xcvi. 6, 7, B, 9. 
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divillC fovereignt~', that all things belong to God, and 
therefore it is moft fit that all things filouJd be fubjeCt to 
Jlinl, according to tllat flr(lng and beatltifu) pa,fa6e: " And 
" the four and t\'Jt:nty elders \vhich fat before God on 
" their feats, feil upon their faces, and worlhippeJ God, 
" laying, 'Ve give thee thanks, 0 Lord God almighty, 
" \vhich art, and waft, 3tlll art to COlne, becaufe thou haft 
" taken to thee tIl}' great po\ver, and haft reignetl.'J· 

The other obfervation 1 am to make is, that a true pe
nitent always acquires the deepen abhorrence of that 
atroCiOtlS, though IJrevailing fin, of profanill~ the Ilame of 
God in COlllmon difcourfe. l'here are mallY perfons, not 
other\vife the mott abandoned, \\~ho 11ave no jllll fenfe of 
the IleitlOlliilefs of this lin: and as it is llot dirc:8:ly Je\9tl
led againft the temporal intereft of our ne:~hbors, it is 
far froln being generally fo fcandalous and cliflloilorable 
as it ought to be. Such re1igion or virtue as is founded 
on \vorldly principles anti views, nlay eafiJ}' c011fifl \\"ith 
its continllance; but he \vho is convinced of t)le evil of 
all fin, as rebellion againfi, and rlifobedience to God, \viII 
fee the horrible gllilt an(l itllpiety that attends this abomi. 
nable praCtice. That religion which is the work of God's 
holy Spirit, and confifis in the recovery of his 1011: image, 
will never be able to bear fo direCt a violation of his facred • 

authority, fo unprovoked an illfult upon his hOll0r and 
glory. 

A fear of puniflllnent then \ve l1a\1e feen, \\1itllout a fenfe 
of the evil of fin in itfelf, is not fufficient. Let me no\v 
add, that this difcovery of the evil of fin in itfe1f) mull in
creafe our fear of punifilment, by {hewing it to be jufi. 
A fear of punifll1nellt \vll11e alone, a!\\ra)'s tempts tIle fin. 
ner to fearch about on all hands for arguments againft that 
fuffering, the jlll1ice of \Viliclllle cannot perceive. Hence 
infidelity of heart.a.nd fecret fuggefiions, that furely it can. 
not be that God will pllni!h as he hath raid. Hence blaf. 
pllemous iOlpatierlce. Hence rifing thougllts an(1 rebellion 
againtl God, ~ven while under his rod; ruch as are defcri .. 
bed by the prophet IIofea.: "And they have not cried 

• Rev. xi. 16,11. 
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c' unto me with tlleir ]leart \Vhel1 they ho\\-Iet) UllOn tlleir 
" bet.ls. ". . N a}', heI1(~e tom~tilnes tIle bitterefi proi~lred 
infillels alnong th(\fe \\-110 ha\·c bee:l brought up in the 
kllO\v)edge of tIle tr1ltlls of the gufjlel .. \rllile tlley ha\-e De

ver feen their be~\'lty, or 1~lt their ix>\ver. 
But fo fOOl} as there is a (lifco\;ery of the glOl}r of God 

an(1 tIle urliverfal an(1 perfea obedience due from a)) to 
him, this tJlrO\VS a lle\\7 light 011 the tokells of a di\·ille dil: 
pleafure a~infi fin .. in the works of creat;(\n and pro\'i
<fence. This carries home, \vith irrefifiitlJe force, all the 
threatenings of the wrath cf God againtl finners in his 
word. Their jutlice is t)len llee})ly an<l io\,·ardly felt, 
and the finner begins to wonder at the patience of a long
fuffering God, that has not long ere now made him a 010-

nUOlent of vellgeance. 
The fame vie\V it is that not only begilJS, bllt carries on 

and COlD i1)eats genuille coo\,iflions of fill, that filences all 
objeCtions, and refutes the reafonings of the carnal olind. 
Every fincere convert \villlla\-e, in a greater or leffer de
gree, the evidence in hinlrelt~ that hi~ Chatlge is of fove
reign grace. He \vill probably be able to reco}JeB: in how 
many inftaIlces his olind let itfelf to oppofe1 and ,vas at 
pains as it were to coned and mufter up every objeClion 
againfi the obligation atld filnaion of the )a\v of G()(l. The 
objeCtions are raiied, lirft, againft the neceflity or benefit 
of obe(\ience, and tllen ag~inft fuffering for obedience, till 
all are borne (lO\lln by th{! fame alnlighty power \\~hich 
ipake and it \\~as (loi1e, an(1 \Vllicll can " lead captivity cap .. 
" ti\7e." I Call!lot prol~ofe to enllffierate all tIle ol)jecli
onE, or r~lther, all tIle forms in ,~"hich objeEtions Rla}r arife 
in the finner's nlint}, \vhen ftrll~g)itlg again!l conviction; 
but I fila1l nlelltion a few of th{!m, all <.1 1110\\:' \\,hat it is that 
Dll1fl ptlt t!lelTI to Jllence. 

I. Perhaps the finner will fay, alas! why fhould th~ 
law be (0 extremely rigorous, as to infifl upon abfolute and 
finlefs obe(liellce? Har(l itl(iee{l, tlla~ it \\,ill a(lmit llot of 
any trant~feffion, any omiffion, the leaft flip, or failing or 
fn\ilty, but pronounceth fo revere a fentence, U Curied is 

• IIofc3." ii. 14. 
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" e\J"ery one that continueth not in aU things which are 
" wrinen in the book of the law to tlo th~m."· But con· 
fi(Jer, I pray )-OU, \vhat is the la\\-, and \\·ho is the author 
of the la\\'. 'fhe ftln) 01' all the con!mandmel1ts of tile law 
is, " TolovetheLord your~ with all your heart, \Vithan 
" yourfoul, with an your mind, and with an your Ilrength." 
Is this unreajonable ? or, is it too Inuell? Is he not in. 
finitely alniable, antI ab101l1tely perf~a? Is he not tIle 
jllil and Jegitil113te object of 111prelne lo\'e? )s not every 
detect of lo\~e to Gcxl eO~ntiaIJ}1P finfill? and can it be 
othef\\-ife conti(lerell! He is a tioc.l of truth, \vho \vill not, 
anil WJ10 canllot lie. H~ muft tllt:relore affel this o\vn 
mdjelty .nd right, &nd fay, as in the prophc:t, " Is there a 
,. God Ikfides nle? ,·ea~ tht:re is 110 Go<l; I kilOW not 
"any.~'t A dilcovery of the glory of God at once fUe-n. 
ces this obje8ion" and lliows that he afks but his due; and 
3S he is the tlilchallgcable Gocl, allY abatelnellt in the de. 
marlds of the lalv, not onl,~ \\·ou}(i be ullreafonab!e, but is 
in truth i~llpoflible. · 

:1. Agclin the linner will perhaps fay, " But \Vhy fhould 
" the fentence be fo revere? The Jaw may be right in it. 
" {df, but it is hard" or even impoffiblc for ree. ] have 
" no ftrength: I cannot Jo\·e the Lord ,~.;ith aU my heart. 
" I am altogether iniufficient for that \\t-hich is g()O(l. " Oh 
that you \Vould but confider \Vhat Jort of inability you arc 
under to keep the cOlnlllan<llllellts of God! Is it natural, 
or is it moral? Is it reallv ,\·,tllt of abilit\1t, or is it only . ~ -
want of will? Is it any thinti more than the depravity and 
corrul>tion of your hearts, \\?hich is itfelf crilnit\al, alld 
the fource of all aCtual tranfgrdlions? I-Iave you not na
tllral facuities, and undertlanding, \,,-ill, and affeaions, a 
\vollderful frame of lxxIv, an(l a variety of melnbers ? 
'Vhat is it that hinders th~m aU from being confecrated to 
God? Are they not as proper in en~ry refpet\: for his fer
vice, as for any bafer purpofe? \Vhen you are command
ed to love God with all your h~art, this furely is not de. 
nlancling more than }:-OU C3tl P~\y: for if }'OU gi\re it not to 
him, you will give it to fomething elfe, that is far from be. 
inti 10 dl!ferving of it. 

• ('It 1 ..... r ~~ ... 111 o. 
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The law then is not impoffible, in a {lria and proper 
fenre, even to you. Let me next aik you, Is it unreafon. 
able? Does he afk all}' more tila n all your hearts ? alld 
are the}' nJt his o\\'n? Has he 110t nla(le theln for himfelf? 
If not, let any r~val rife up an(l})lea<l his title to a ihare ? 
Does he afk all}~ 1110r~ t!Jan lllat you ihOllld love him fu
j>remely? and is he not every way worthy of your love ? 
If he cOlllnlande(\ you to love \vhat \\1as not amiable, 
there \vould be reafon for complaint. By tracillg the 
matter thllS to its fouree, \ve fee the righteoufnefs and equi
ty of the divine procedure, and that the law of God is eter· 
nal and iSllltlutable, as his own nature. ,\7herefore," let 
" God be true, Cllld eve1)7 nlan a lia.r .. " All tIle attenlpts 
to impeach his conduCt as fevere, only tend to Chow 
the obliquity and perverfenefs of the depraved creature, 
and llot to dill1illifll the excellence 0f tIle all-glorious 
Creator. 

While men continue Haves to fin, it is abfurd to fup
pofe they 1hou1d acquiefce in their l\{aker·s authority: 
bllt fo foon as an:" perfon difcovers the infillite anliable
nefs of God,. ?11{1 !lis obligation to love at1d lerve hinl, 
his mouth will lle il~&llle(liattly flopped, himfelf and e'lery 
other finner brollgilt ill inexcllfeabl}" guilt},. He \vill fte 
that tllere is 110thing to hirlder his compliance with every 
part of his duty, but that inward averfion to God, which is 
the very effence of fin. It is of no confequence what 
~ our natural powers are, whether thofe of an angel or a 
man, a philofopher or a c1own, if foul and body, and fuch 
po\\'ers as you }lave, are but \\-holly devoted to God. Do 
you fay this is impoffible? where then lies the impoffibi
lit}~ of it, but in your clepr'l\ied inclillations ? 

But we have not yet done with the objeetions; the 
moll formidable of ~ll is behind. Perhaps the finner will 
fay, Ho~ unfor.unate 10ever this inclination may be, I 
brought it into the world with me. I derived it from my 
partllts; it is Ill)' very nature; I am not able to refill it. 
This brings in v ew a fubject far more extenfive than to 
admit of being fully handled here. We may alfo eafily 
allow, that there is fomething in it beyond the reach of 
our limited capacity: but whatever be the natul': and ef.. 



On Regeneration. 21 7 

feas, or manner of communicating origil1al fin; ,,-hat. 
e-\·er be the ufe made of it, in accountillg for events as a 
g~neral caufe; if any voluntary agent h.'~h nothing to of
fer in oppotition to the flrongefl obligatic'll, bllt tllat he 
finds himfelf utterly un\\'il1ing to obey, it feen1s to be an 
excufe of a very extraordinary kind. ~ ... e are fure tllat 
no fuch excufe would- be accepted by an earthly la\v
giver; nor have we the leafi reafon to think any more re
gard will be paid to it by him" who jl1dgeth righteoufiy." 

In this, as in mon: other things, tllere is a wide differ
ence bet\\'een tIle fentiments of a har(lene(l and a COI1Vil1-

ced !iYlner. The firft, \vho hath no jufi view of the guilt 
of his actual tranfgreffioIls, is al\va}7s prone to extenuate 
them, by illtrodllcing original fin as an excufe for his con
duCt: but a finner, truly con\rincecl of the evil of his felt 
and experienced enmity againft God, makes ufe of llis 
early and original depravity for llis fllrther hunliliatioll. 
Thus the Pfallnift David, \vhen under the exercife of 
penitence for the complicated crimes of adultery and mur
der, expre[es himfelf as follows: "Behold, I ,,,'as fuapell 
, .. in iniquity, and in fin did my mother conceive me __ "" 
In whatever way it was firfl introduced, it is certain that 
all averfion and oppofition to God mun be evil in itfelf, 
al1d tIle fouree of mifery to hitn in \VhOnl it d\vells; for 
all that ,c. are afar off from him" iliall certainly periih; 
and all tllat COl1tinue unlike to 11im mull clepart frmn hiln. 
Viithout perplexing ourfelves with debates about the pro. 
priety or meaning of the imputation of Adam's firfi fin, 
this \ve nlay be feIlfible of, that the guilt of all inherent 
corrul)tioIl mtlfi be perfona!, becaufe it is Volulltary ancl 
cOllfente(1 to. Of l!Jotll thefe things, a difco\"ery of the 
glory of God will powerfully convince the finner. "\J\?hen 
he feeth the infinite beauty of holinefs, and the amiable
nefs of the divine nature, he cannot forbear crying out of 
himfelf, ,,'~ ... oe is me, for I am unc)one, becaufe I am a 
" man ofllnclean lil)S, aTld I dwell ill the midfi of a peo
" pIe of unclean lips; for mine eyes have feen the King, 
" the Lord of Hofis."t As the impurity of his heart, fo 
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218 A Practical Trea"tise 

the irregularities of his life, will flare him in the face: 
they never appear fo hateful, as when hrolJgh.t into coO)
parifon with the divine:: holinefs; and if he "effay to jufli
" fy himfeJf, his own mouth wilJ condemn him" as guilty 
from clloice. 

Once more, the fame:: view wiJ1 effeCtually confute, and 
1hew the vanity of, thole pretenfions which are derived 
from our own imperfeCt and defeCtive obedience. '\Then 
conviCtion firfl )a)"s 110](1 of a fi11ner, 11o~le,'er ,7ain the at. 
tempt, he has 11m a flrong inclination that righteonfnefs 
~, ihOllJd come by the la\\'." rrhis is not \\:onderful; for 
in no other way can he himfc::1f have any title to glory, 
and a thorough rellunciation of all f~Jf-i!lterefi, is too 
great a facrifice to be made at once. Hence he is ready 
to 100k \vitIl 10me meafllre of £'ltlsfaB:ion on thofe "'ho Ilave 
been greater jinneTs than himfelf, and lecredy to found 
his expeCtatioll of IJartl()n for thofe fins he hath conlmit
ted, on the fuperior 11einoufl1efs of thofe from which he 
hath abfiaincd. Hence alfo he is ready to hope he may 
make fufficient atonement for his pail fins by future 
amendment: hilt a (lilco\~erv of the 1101inefs of Goti, and ., 

tIle obligation to love hiln "\vitll all the 11eart, and foul, 
" and llrength, and mind," foon defiroys this fond imagi
nation. It fhe\,~s hinl that he can at no time do more tllan 
his duty; that he never can have any abounding or foli
citing merit: nay, that a whole eternity, fo to fpeak, of 
perfeCt obedience, would do jufl nothing at all towards 
expiating the guilt of the leafi fill. But befides ail this, 
t:le faJ.n~ thing fhe\vs hilll, that his t)efl duties are fiained 
\\ ith fuch fins and imperfeaions, that he is fiill but ad
ding to the charge, infiead of taking from the old fcore; 
for "we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righte
" oufneffes are but as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a 
<~ leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, have carried us 
"away."" Thll'S, one after another, he is Uript of every 
plea, however eagerly he may cleave to them, and fup
port or boUler up one, by the addition of another. He 
fees not only his danger, but "his guilt; not only the fear-

* Ifaiah lxiv. 6. 
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fulners of his r~ie, but the hoJiuefs a!l<t ri~httoufilers of 
his jud~e. He lies down proUrate at the I(~otttool of the 
Almighty, and makes unmerited lll~rcy .\llll foverei,su 
grace the only foundation of his hope. 

SEC T. IV. 

H ~ VING ~hl~S confide~ed the proper .fo'lrce of ., 
..k. tne convlttlOll and iorrow for fin, It \\-as 
next to enquire, to what degree it muft be, in to a 
raving change. 'The truth is, were not tips a qlleftion ~ 
often propofed, and the reiolution of it tlefired hy feriotls 
perions, the weakeft of whom deferve all attention and Te- /" 
gard from every mininer of Chrill, I 1hould have left it . 
altogether untouched. The rearon of this obfen-ation is.:.. 
that I am perfuaded, and take the pr~fcnt opportunity of'
affirming it, that the thief ciifiiuction between convictions 
genuine or falutary., alld fuch as are only tranfitor}· all .. l 
fruitlefs, does not lie itl their firellgth and violence, fo 
"much as their principle and fouret', whicb has been for
merlyexplailled. 

There is often as great, or, perhaps, it nlay be f4l fely 
raid tilere is of tell a greater degree of terror in perlol)s 
brought under occafiol1al con'liCl.:ions, \\-Ilicll are after. 
warlls fruitlefs, tl1an ill otllers, ill \t~hom they are the in
trexllitlion to a fa\'"ing cl~ange. It is probable that the Ilor· 
ror of mind which pofi~ficd Cain after his brother's mur
der, \\~as of the nloft t~rrible killd. It is probabJe that the 
humiliatioll of Ahab, after he had caufed Nabotll to llC 
defiroyed by falfe evidence, and was threatened ,\"ith a 
dreadful vifitation, was exceeding great. It is prohable 
that the mere pamon of fear in either of there erimin:;ls 
was eq'lal, if not fUI>erior., to the fear of an}- true Ilellitellt 
recorded in fcripture. It is the principle that difiilll!uifh
es their nature. It is the differing principle that produces 
oppofite efieCts. The one is alarmed and trembles through 
fear of \\rrath froln all irrefiltible alld incenfed Gocl; the 
other is truly fcnfible of fin in all its nlalignity, and ftars 
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the far-ainn of a right~llS. but violated law. The ~ 
tttis hill1felf a miler---tble cn:a!ure; the other conr~:res him. 
(elf a ~uilty finner. The one is terri6C!d, aad the OlDer is 
humbled. 

It is 'olne dOllbt \\'ith me, whether ill fmillers c(\n,~i~ti. 
ons ta'lere is any fenfe at all of fin, as fum; I nlean, as 

• 
truiy meriting punithment from a juft an:l holy God. 
Such perloos onlin3rily are difpleafed at the holinefs of 
Goel"s nature, alltl murmur at the ftrifinefs of his la~ i 
and therefore, h~we\·er much they may (Ireacl fuffering 
Jl~re or hereafter, they C:lllnot be faitl to be con~inced of 

<# 

fin. \\7 e have feen lome ,,~h~ \w-h~n dliffions brotlght 
their fins to re~mbr:ulce, \\~ere bl~t dri~~n on, b)- defpair, 
to higher degl ces of guilt, and, the more ther feemro te 
fear the app.-oaching judgment of God, only incrcafcd 
it. the imp:atience of blafpheming rage. 

However, as t~re is a gre3t meaiure of deceit in the 
human heart, fOOle n1ay be ready to flatter themfel\"e~ on 
the one hand, that they have feen the evil of fin in itfelf; 
and Come, on th~ ot."~r, to J~r ta'lat they ba\pe not t~n it 
as they ougbt~ ~allre their forrow )las not rifc:n to tlle 
rcquifite d~gtee. :Alany ha,"e e3.:prdfed uneafinefs that 
they never nloul~etl fOi fill in 3. nlallPer correfpo!~ding 
to Ule flrong fCriptl'fe tieclaratiolls of it~ ().lious antI hate .. 
lUI nature" or to t~ following defcription of gofpd peni
lents: "And I will pour upon the houfe of D-~\'"~d, and 
'l upon the ~nhabit~nts of Jerufalem, the fpirit of~,ce 3n(~ 
~, fupplication, andthey fhtllllook upon .newhem til!)' h~\'e 
&-. pierced, a:lll they fhall mlltlm fo!- him as Olle nlourlleth 
" for his o:1ly fon, and fhlll be ill bittenlefs for r~inl, as 
" one that is ill bittenlefs for J-J!S firft bon1."· J. ... or th:3 
reafon I 013011 nlake an obf~n"ation or t\\·o C~l. the d~p'e~ of 
Jorrow for fin in tnle peniten~s, which may enahle us to 
judtie in e"ery qudlion of the fame llatun.&. 

1. Olle thing, in gelleral, Inun be carefuII)· renlember
ed, that "Ie ought not to la}f do\\"n O~le rule for all perfons. 
'Ve 2Te not to meafure tile forrc\v of any trde pellitent, 
anl make a ftandard fronl it for the effec.ts or e:<llrefliolls 



~l' 

Qt' 'Cr I O\l- in any o:her. The ftreo~th of a)) the pJffivas.. 
alkl tll~ir reauillefs to e.~prets tt.en,lcl\'"es, is r~3t~r Ilatu
nll\· ill foote tll,Ul in others. l~here is notl.itl:: of \\·~!i(;!J .. 
men nlay l~ more fenlible froan c.laily e~pericilce. 1.0\': 
all\l h;lU"eJ, joy and grid: ddire and a\'en:on, il)~w tr.em. 
fel,-es by much more ,-io)eot emutiollS in fO:lle l!lClI) in .. 
others. It ,,"oultl be ,vrong, th~retore, to re~lllce ail to 
one rule, and lIcne ought to look upon it as a juit caUle of 
(lill]liict, tll:!t tlley ha,·c Ilot bad tIle !a!lle c.lc:gree or lJeiltil 
of di!in:j~ CUlt! anguifh .. \\~Ilich others ha,"e 113t!, of ,·,'!:om 
thev h;t\-e react or h~~nI. ~~nother cirCUlnftance 1113''" al!'O • • 
be the ocQfion of dil-erfity. In (ome, coo\ittions may 
h:tve beell nlore ear)\- a11U gradtlal, and, tbt:n:~o~, leis vi. 

.. t. 

olent and fenfible. It is 'lot to be fupP'lfetl th;\t Sanluel, 
\,'hole very COl1Cc:ptioll \\':is the ani\~er of pra}"er, \\'!to \''"as 
call«l fronl his mother's womb, and ferv~J in the temple 
fi1)m Ilis being 3. child, tllouid have expe.iC:llced tllc fame 
tlepth of humi~iation ,,-ith ruth as ~lanaJlcb, for cxal11pie. 
who had been guilt}~ of many atrocious crimes, and conti-
nued lonl! in a hard~neJ alld inft:'lfible llate. Ttlerefore, 

2. Suffer Ine to oblen'e, L~at the great and principal 
evidence of a proper de~ee of con\'iclion and f(lrrOW Jer 
fin, is its permanency and praai~al influence. G~nuine 
conviffion is not a Baal of krvor, ho\\"e\~er firon~, but a 
dee~ abiding, anJ flOv~n)lng principle, which will {hew . 
its lirength, by its habitual power o'·er its oppofite .. E\-ery 
true penitent will join in there words of Elihu: "Surely 
.. ~ it is meet t-> be f-litl UI1:O GoJ~ i have borlle c!lafiift:
"ment, I will not ott:!nd any moo:; th:\t which I fee 
'~not, teach thou me; if I !:ave (lv!le iniqllitj·, I \viII Jo 
U no more.". Nothing eIre will be a fuflic, .... nt eviJence 
of penitence, \vhere tilis is \\"antillg; and \\"hert; tllis is 
tlle caf~ nothing ca1l b~ '\P311till~ tllat is really neceffary. 
·fhis may, pcrh:lps, as I ob!~n-ed on ailother part of this 
tlifcourle, be tlloU~llt too general, bllt I am perfuaded it 
is the: only lat~ ground to build upon, according to the 
l~riptures. Every other dainl of relation will be rejected 
at Iflft by our SJ,\-'vur :inJ Jud6e, as he hath plainly to!d 

• Jo!> xxxi,-. S 1, 3.2. 
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us: "Not e,"ery one tllat f:lith llllto me, Lor~l, Jor(l, fhall 
" ellter into tIle killgJoln of Ilea,·ell; but he tllat dotll tIle 
" will of my father which is in heaven. ~bny \\ ill fay 
" to me in that day, Lord, lord, have we not prophefitd 
" in thy name? and in thy name can out deyils? and in 
" tllY llaOle clon~ Inan}' \,-on(lerftll \\"orks? Alld then \\-ill 
" I protefs unto thenl, I never knell' you, depart from me, 
" }"e that \\·ork illiquity."'" 

\\? oulJ an}' kno\v, tl1erefore, Ur'llether their forTo,,' for 
fill hatll been to the req uifite (legree, let lTIe itltreat theol 
to filffer confcience to anfu·cr honeflly to the following 
illterrogatories. Has your C011vifiion of fill been fueh as 
to lnake you ~bhor and llate it ill e\gery foro) ? Hath it 
been fuch as to make you reiolve upon a thorough and 
perpetual feparation £rOtn }-our once beIovtcl pleafures? 
])oes it make you ready to examine the lawfulnt!s of every 
purfuit, and to abflain even from every doubtful or fuf: 
petted praCtice? Is there no known Jin tha~ lOU are defi
rOllS to excufe or palliate, ftudious to conceal, or willing 
to fpare? Remember this neceffary caution of our Savi
our: "And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, alld 
" caft it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one 
u of thy n1embers fhoultl perin}, and not tllat thy whole 
" botly fhould be call: into hdl. And if thy right h~nd 
" OfiClld thee~ cut it off, allu call: it froln thee; for it is 
" I)Tofitable for tllee tllat one of thy 111emt1trs fholll(l pe
" rill1, an(} not that tllY \v}loJe l)o(ly filOultl be cafl: illtO 

" hell."t Is there no fin, how~ver long praCtifcd, or 
hO\~le\?er greatI}~ (leliglltt(l ill; is there no 1111, ho're\~er 
gainful or honorahle, but YOll defire liberty from its en
flaving po\\?er, as \\o'ell as (lelivcratlce from its COlldtnll1-
ing guilt? I s there no part of the la \V of God, of the duty 
all(l charaCter of a C:llriflian. ho,,,e\'er ullgrate(lll to a co
vetous heart, hon-ever defpift:d by a fcorning world, but 
you acknow ledge its obligation? \Vould yeu, indeed, 
rather be holy than great? Do you rathe.r choofe perfe
culion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleafures 
of fill tor a feafoll? See \Vll,Ll terms C111'ifi Inakes \\"illl 

t l\Iatt. v. 2 J, so. 
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his llif~ii'les: ~ I fall}' nlln \\'jl1 come after me, let him 
,~ l~~ny llinlfel~ antI take IIp his crofs, al1d foJio\\' me : 
" tor \vhofoever ""ill fa\'c his lite fhal1 lore it, an(1 \VllOfo
" ever \vill lore his lite, for Illy rake, filall fine) it."·
Upon the whole, inftead of finding fault with the duty or 
lot of God's chiJdretl, can }'OU trllly fa}" "0 that tllere 
" \vere fuell all heart ill me tllat I COllld keep his fiatutes ! 
" The law of the Lord is perfectly holy. l'he paths of 
" the Lord toward me have been infinitely gracious. 1\1y 
" heart only is exceeding finful. 0 Lord, write thy law 
,4 ill my heart, all(} pttt it in nly irl\\·ar(l 11arts: gi\'e me 
" a ne\v Ileart ancl a lle\V fpirit, and catlfe Ine to \\·aJk in 
" tIl}' tlatutes, antI keep thy judgments, anfl do tllem." 

3- It is an excellent evillence of con\,iCtion's being 
right both in principle and in degree, when the penitent 
hath a greater fear of fin than of fuffering. As the great 
fource of gelluine con\?itl:ion of fin is a ienfe of its evil in 
it fel f, rather than an apprehenfion of its confequences 
even in the life to come, there is no \\"ay in Wllich this 
\viII difcover itfelf more cliflinEt1)" than in the views "ye 
llave of fin, and fufferillg in the prefent {late. 'Vhet)lt~r 
do yO!} grieve moli heartily for fin, or for world.ly lones ? 
,\TI11cI1 of tlletn do }:ou avoid \\pith the greaten 10iicitude 
alld care? "ViII 110t tllis fho\\· what it is that lies nearefl 
vour hearts, and hath tIle dimilllon there? ,xliII not this 
J 

thow it in a manner that muft be con\fincin~ even to your-
felves, al1d leave no rOOlll to repl),? i\las! ho\v heavy 
a fentence does this carry againft many protdling Chrifii
ans? Ho\v great their all}:iety about tile thillgS of time, 
ho\\~ little about the concerns of , .. ternity ? IIow carefully 
will they obferve the increaie or c.lecreat~ of their trade and 
oplllence? Bllt hv\v little attelltioll \viII tlley I)ay to tIle 
growth or decay of religion in their hearts? l'hey will 
(lread the arts, clnd flv from tIle iociet\' of a fratldulent . ~ 

dealer, but will fufpetl: no dal1ger \vhilc their ears are drink .. 
illg ill the poifon of licentiol.lS or imrlure convcrfation .. 
~rhe 10fs of a child, or the lofs of their fubrtance, oppreffes 
tIlen} \vith lorrow, while even tIle cO:llnliffion of grofs fill, 
if concealecl froln the world, produces a reflcttioll fcarce· 
ly felt, and fpeedily forgotten. 

*' l\Iatt. xvi. 2 ·i. 
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1 have raid, in(leed, above 1 that all perfons are not 
equally fufceptible of vioic:nt elliDtions of any kind. But 
what thall be raid of the fame ~rfons, who have the ftron~
eft paffions on every other fuhjt:Cl, and nothin~ hut cold. 
nefs an~l indifference in matters of reli~ion? ''-nat Jllall 
be faid of the fame pc:rions, who are eafily and d~epJy at: 
feaed with nil ten·paral fuffc:rings, and yet are but \'ery 
flightly affeaed with a fenfe of the evil of fin? 'Vhofe 
tears Bow readily and copiouf1y over a dyin~ friend,. but 
have no tears at all to fhed over a dying Saviour? ~s 
this ~i.t all correfpolld ,\-jth the defcription ~ivel1 b~" the 
prophet, "t>f mournjn~ as for an only fon :" In which 
p~nitential forrow is compared to the moll fc:\pere and ex
qtlilile of all human calamities. I mufi, however, ob
fer\le, tllat teolpcral 1l1nerings are ordillarily attell(ll-d aJld 

a~gravattd by It:nfible images, and aTe ~lfo ionletilnes fud
dell all(l unexpetlecl, 011 both \\·bich accounts they may 
more powerfully call forth the expreffions of forrow and 
(vmpathy. But it is not difficult to judge which of them 
d \\ el1s tnoft heavil~? upon the m:nd" \,'hich of thelll ,,,"ould 
be trft a,"olt'etl by" the (ieliberate clloice of the heart. 
Every tnle pellitent does ce!1ainl}r fee fin to be the great
eft of all e\rils, alld \vill difcover this b'l companIon \\"ith 

.; ~ 

all the other evils of which he hath at prdent auy know~ 
ledge or eXi)erience. 

4- I fhall OIll)' olention one other evitlence of ron'''ic
tion's being to a proper degree, \\'hich is \Vllel) a fel1je of 
tIle evil of fill is iIil! ~ro\ving, inflettd of diminifhirl~. 1'his 

It,. - '-. 

will be fOU11<1 effentially to diflillguifh a fe11Je of the evil of 
iill in itfelt~ from a mere terror oj'" Goc)'s Ix>,,-er in takiJlg 
'''ellgeance on the finner. Time gradlla!lj· \\'eakens the 
one, bllt knowledge, antI even the nlercy of God, conti
nues to iJ1Creafe the otller. '·\;?llell a fillner is brougJlt un
der great conviCtions, it is a fiate fo paillful and difirefl: 
ing, that it cannot continue long. Some kind of peace 
mull: of oeceffi:y fuccc:ed. Either he ftines his convictions, 
hi(l~s the danger oy fhutting h!s o\\;n eyes, and returns t(l 

his former fecurity and licentioufnefs of pratlice; or he 
does forne things for a time, to quiet the cries of confd. 
~nce) and lay a foundation for future peace; or, lalUy, be 



returns to GOO through Chrifl, by true Rpent:ulCe, and 
continlles to ferve him in nc,,"nets of li~. 

Tile lirft of there c~ks ncct.ls no i!lufiration; tile feille 
of fin in 311 fuch perfllns being not fo Froperl)~ "t:tk~lled 
as defiro\"ed. In the kCOIKi" th( fillncr is lAnJ~r ~reat FC-

~ ~ 

tiraillts lor a learon~ b\lt, \\-liell tJ'le t~rror is 0\'«:1,. hii abc ... 
dielice al1d diligence is illlmetli~tely rel:l~e(l. 1'his f!lo\\ S 
plainly, that he had 110 fincere or cordidl aHctti()n to the 
la\y of God~ but ""as afraid of I,is JlO,,"er. It fll~\'''S that 
his conviffions nev~r were of a rii!ht killt)" aI1(]" ~~!!retO~. 

~. 

it is no ,,·on(ler their flren~h {llould ,1~ca,~. .BJ~, in e~e-
~~ . 

ry true penitent, a fenfe of fin not cn)y continues. but d"i-
J}- illcreales. His gro\\-illg dilcover~~ of the glory" of GoJ. 
points out more dearly to him his own corrup:ion and de. 
pr.t\,ity, both in its quantity and its olalignity, to to fpeak. 
Tjl~ venp nlercies of Gcxl, " .. h:tfever deJiJ!lit or f"'"et:tnels 
they aftC;rd, t3.ke nothing away froot his tenfe of the e.,il 
of his (loings, but rather melt him down in ~nit~ntial f~r
ro\y. Thev rerve to Co\"er hiln ,,-ith confufion at his O\VO 
unworthinefs, and to fin him with wonder at the divine 
p,ltiellce an(1 condefcenfion. 

The fir!! \\:ork of a convinc-ed finner i~, to mourn over 
the grofs enormities of a profligate life, or a life devoted 
to \VorllUy purfuits. And his continued emploYlnent af. 
ter COI1Yerfion is, to refill and \\"reftle \vith that inherent 
corrllption which was hidclel1 from his vie\\' before, but be. 
comes dail}r Dlore atltl more fe'lfit,le.. So true is this, that 
I ha,'e kno"'n many infiances in which the moll genuine 
exprdlions of teU:abatement happening to full from agr.d 
experienced Chrifiians, have appeared to others as little 
better thall afieflation. 1. "'hell ,,-ere not able to conceive ... 
the propriety ofthde fentim~n~s, which long acqua.inta.nce 
with God and with ourleIves dc,th naturally and infallibly 
infpire. 

From thefe remarks. let me beg the reader to judge of 
the reAlity and progrefs of the fpiritu:tl Ilfe, Does your 
fenre of the evil of fin not only conrinue, but grow! Do 
you now fee fin in many things which YOli never fufpeaed 
before? Do you fee more of the boldnefs, in~titude. 
and lottifh ~Ily of finners and de(pifers of God? Arc yo:.: 



daily makins ne\\p difcoveries of the vanity, fenfllality, and 
treacher)' of }·our O\\Jtn hC:lrts? Be not difcol:rngC:ll at it, 
but humbled by it. Let it empty you of all feU:eHeem 
ailel fclt~dcp~nJence, ~nd give you a higher rdifll of the 
golpel of peace. l'he fubfiance of the goiilCl is u j~llvati
., 011 to tile (:llief of illl11crs, l)v the riches of (livillC grace, . 
" and the f.mdifiration of your polluted natures by the 
" power of the Ho!y Ghofl." 

As I woultl willingly gives as much imformation and 
inUruaion ~s poflible, I 1hall, before quitting this part of 
the rul~etl, fpeak a lew words of a prettY' extraordinary 
opinion to be found in fome of the praCtical writers ofth~: 
lall f4ge. 1t is, that genuine conviCtion, a.nd the liJul's 
fuhjection to God, ought to be carried 10 far in every true 
penitent, as to make him willing, fatisfied, and, lome fay, 
even U pleated;" that God fhould glorify his juilice in his 
everlafting perdition. 1"h1S is fo repugnant to nature, 
and to that very folicitude about our eternal happine!s) 
by which the confcien~e is firfi laid hold ot~ that it appears 
to be utterly impoffible. There have been many to ,,9hOln 
this requiiit:on has given'inexpreffihle c.oncern, has heeo. 
a daily Jilare to their COilfcience., 311d all ohflrllCtioll to 
their peace. l'here is fuch ~n inieparable connedion he
tween our duty and happinets, that the quellinn 1110uld 
never have '~en lTlo\?ell; bllt" for tIle fatist~ltti()ll of t:l0fc 
WllO Ina,' hlve olet, or Illav' fiill Ineet \~/ith it in authors, 

J ~ 

other,,-ife d{jervetll" eileemc(l. I illillllllal~e fO!lle remarks -which I hope wiil either explain it in a found leate. or 
ihew it to be at bottOll) f~~!ie. 

l\fen (10 of tell (liffer Illore in '\~or(ls tl1al1 ill ful)ftal1ce. 
Perhaps what thefe authors chiefly mean~ i~ no more than 
W!lat has been explained ahove at conf!tkrablc length, \'lz. 
1'llat the finner fil1(ls llilllfelf \vitllOlit cxcllle, Ilis " !nOllt!l 

, .. is fiopped,,'" he feeth the holinefs of the law, he C0:1-

fdfeth the juftice of the feutence, he quits every claim but 
mercy. Thus he may he j~liJ to abfolve or jnHi~v G0d, 
though he jl10uld leave him to periJh for ever. So f~u·, 
1 apprehend, it is undeuiably jufi; othen\'i{e, thl! very 
foundation of the gofpel is overthrown, and falvalion is I~ol 
U of grace," but " of debt." If ,vc impartially examiu~ 



the worJ mercy, and the mallY nron~~ dt'daJ"ati~ns in 
kripture of our ob!i~atiuns to t;ut.l tor the ).:-iit of ett!rnal 
lilt:\ \ve fhall fir~(l t!~at lll~}' call11ot, COJlfiftt)ltl~', iml)ly 
l(,fs, t11a!1 ti.at tIle fi11ncr I.e. tleft:r\'ctl.," itl!d \\3S Iiab!{~, t() 

" eternal cleatl1. " 
Btlt to carr}' ti1e thit1g fartlltr, Clllll to fa)' tl1at tIle peni

tent nlufi be l)leaied alld fatisfit{l \vitI] (lal1111atioll itftlt: 
as I,e 1S l)leaitu \vitl1 fut1eri11g III anot!ler \. it\v, as it is llis 
lleavetlly Fatller's fanclifieci rcxI, apl)tars to Ille to be at 
once Ull0atural, unreai011aL)ie, tllll~l\\'fld, allu imr>ouible. 
It is plaillly COlltrary to tl:~t (lefirt of our 0\\'11 llal)l}illCfs 
\vll1ch is [0 ueej)Iy ilnl)lante(l ill Ollr 11atllres, all{} \\'hicll 
feell1S to 11e illfcparal)le from a ratio11al creature. No filetl 
thing is) either ~liietlly or coni~q\.lentially, aflertt:d in the 
h01y fcriptures, which io often ur ge us to i:l due care of our 
O'Vl1 bell illtereiis. '4. 'v\'herefore, £,\)PS tile propllet. (10 
" you fpend your money fOl that which is not bn:ad, and 
U your labor for that which fatisfit!th not? Hearken dili
" gentl)' ll!ltO 111e, and eat }'e r!lat wl1ich is goo(l, and let 
" }'our 10111 dt:ligllt itftlf in fa.tIlefs. I ncline your ear, and 
,~ (;02ne tlilto n-le, hear, aIlcl }'our fouls :thall li\~e, all(l { 

" \~Till nlake all everla1iiilg CO\:ellallt \vith }you,. e'len tl~e 
" jure nlercies of Da\'id . .,,* Further, the propofition 
ieel11s to l11e nectllilrily to ill1ply all iml)offibility ill itltlf: 
For \Vilat is (ianloatioll? It is to be for ever feparated frOll), 
all(l depri\-~ed ot~ tIle fruitioll of God. Is ttlis tllen, a <1u .. 
tiful objeCt either of <lefire or acquielcence? It is to hate 
Gotl <l!l(l l)lafl)llcn1e l1is Ilall1e.~S \vell as to be ballifllecl 
frolll Ilis l)reicnce.. Call this be tolerable to any trlle lie-
111te11t? or i!l it reconcilcable to, or confil1ent \Vit}l, fub
jeCtion to his righteous will ? Can any creature be filppO
fed to pleaf(; Goel, by giving up an hope of his favor? Or 
is it leis abfurJ tllan "(liiobe)'illg" hinl [rarn a felife of 
'" lluty," an,l " hatillg" him froln a princil}le of " lO\-'e ?" 

\!ve II1Ufl, tl1ereforc, carefllily feparate tIle acktlO\\'lc(1g
ment of divine juftice, and moll unconditional fubjection 
to the divine fo\'ereignty, from an abfolute defpair, or gi
ving up all hope in the didne mercy. \Ve have a \"try 
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beautiful fcripture infiance of IlumbJe, yet Jlerfifting iln
portunity, in tl1e wOlnan of Cal1aan, \VllO DIet \\"ith many 
repuJfes, confe1fed the jufiice of every thillg that made 
ag-olinfi her, and yet continued !o urge her plea. Neither 
is there any difference betwt!en the way in which fhe fup
plicated of the Saviour a cure for 11er (liJtreffe(l (laugllltr, 
and the \vay ill whicl) all aw,ikened fioller ,,"ill in1plore 
from the fame Sa\,iOllr n10re neceftaT}' relief to an afllit1ecl 
confcience. "And bellold a \voman of Canaall canlt: out 
,- of~ the fame coafis, alIt} cried unto him, fayillg, IIave 
" olercy on me, () Lorel, thou fon of David, my daughter 
U is grievQufly vexed with a devil. But he anf'.\·ered her 
" not a \\lord. AI1Cl his difciples catlle ancl befollgllt him, 
" raying, Send her away, for {he crieth atier us. But he 
" anf,vered all(l falel, I all} not fent but unto the loft Iheep 
" of the Iloufe of Ifrae). Then canle {he and "90r1hipped 
" him, raying, Lord hel p me. But he anfwered and laid, 
" It is nut 111eet to take tl1e cllil<.lrell·S bread alll1 cafl it to 
"dogs. And !he faiel, 1'rutll, Lord, yet the dogs eat of 
" the crumbs which fall frolll t11eir nla11er's table. r!'11en 
." Jefus anf\\Tered and faill UlltO her, 0 ":arnall, great is 
" thy faith; be it tlnto thte evell as tllOU \vilt."" I fhall 
conclude \\lith nlelltiol1ing all inftar:,ce of a finlilar cllarac
ter in a fOieigner of elnil1eIlt fiatioll, \vho had been a great 
profligate, and after\var(ls became a great penitent. t He 
COIDpofed a little piece of poetry after his converfion, the 
leading fentilllent of whicll \\las wllat I have recomll-,el1ded 
~.bove, and in his own language was to the following pur
pofe: "Great God, thy judgmel1ts are full of rightc::ouf. 
:" nefs, thou takeft pleafurc: in the exercite of mercy; but 
" I have finned to fucll· a height, tl1at jllflice (lemands 
" my deflruction, and m~rc}? itfelf feems to folicit ffi1' per. 
"dition. Difdain lnv tears, [trike the.l)low, and execllte 

• 
" thy judglnent. I anl \villing to fubrnit, and adore, even 
" in perifhing, tht equity of thy procedure. But on 
" what place will tile flroke fall, tllat is not covered with 
" tlle bloo(i of Cllritl !" 
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On Rtgt"~r.l!iilr.. 

SEC T. V. 

T HE i!e~t great J1ep in a finner"s chan~ is :1 d::co~e
ry and acceptance ot falvation from fin 3:111 mi!cry 

through Jefus Chritt. This is the laft and finif))ing ficp 
of th~ gIorio:'ls ,,~ork. '\~hen this is attained, the ch3n~e 
is cOlnp!cated, the ne\,- natllre is flAiiy torm~d ill all its 
parts. The fpir:tu3.1 feed is impianted, and h~th taken 
root; and it will arrive by degrc(s, in every vend (\fmeT
cy, to that meaiure of maturity and n.r(ll~th,. th3t it pb~r
eth God each thaH JX'ffefs b::fofC: he be carried hence. 

It is ear) .. to f~e, tll:!t convi~1:ion of fin \\rilich b~tll ~n 
before iUufirated, prepares and pal-es L'le \va}" iar a di!cc·· 
very and acceptance of falv~tion by Chri!l. Be!o:-e con
viCtion of fin, or when conviaion is but imperfett, the gore 
pel of Chrifi, and particularly the doCtrine of d:e crof~ 
almofi: conftantly appears to be fooli~hnefs. Or it: as 
fometioles happens, ~ducation and exanlpJe pronlpts the 
finner to fpeak with fome degree of r;!\-erc:nce of the name~ 
charaaer arId undertaking of a Saviour, there is no (liJ: 
tina perception of the meJ.ning, nor any inward rdifh of 
the f\veetnels of the falutary truti1S. But thofe '\~11{j Jlal'e 
been " \v'ounded in their fpirits, and gric\1tcd in t!leir 
" n1illds," be\~in to percei\~e their ullfpeakable ilnport;\llCe 
and \·alile. That nl}'{iery \l'hich \\"as hid fronl a~es allti 

generations, begins to open upon the foul in its lunre and 
gIOT);. The helplefs and hopeleJs flate of tIle finller nlakes 
him eanlefily and anxioufly enquire, whether th::re is any 
\\?ay to efcal1e, wllether there is an}r door of mercy or of 
hope. He fays, with the awakened anti trembl!n~ jailor, 
" \vYhat mull I do to be faved ?"~ Alld \\9ith tIlt! Pfaln~ift, 
" Innumerable evils have compafIecl me about, mine ini. 
" qllities have taken il0JJ UpOll me, [0 tilat I ~\tTl t10t a~le 
" to look tlp; they are nlore than tile hairs of Inine Ilead, 
"therefore my heart faileth me. t I ll:l\"e no excufe to 
"offer, nor any fhdter to fly to ~ the works, the word, 
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" and the pro\-kknce of Gotl. fttr~ aU to be up in a.TffiS 

" ~\!ai,)ll nle .. allt) 113\"e i'lclola! me ~ :"1 ~ll~'I.'- to hilll .. h·· 
,~ 0 ho"- fe~rful a tllin~ is it to f.il i •• to t:~e h~n(is of tl:e 
" li,.'ing God! '\uo ih .. U d,,·d: with de\'ourin~ fin: ? '\-ho 
U Jh;all dwell ,,·ith e\ crlafting bumin~: Is tI~re no ptof. 
" pelt of relief? Is thctt no balm in Gilc.l,l: Is !h~n: nQ 
.. phyfician there? ,ronc.krfnl 1l.."\S been mr ~ti bhndn~fs.! 
" I ba,-e a\\uencd 3$ out of a d~anl, 31ltl filld m,'!clf 

..J' 

" hallening fUl to the pit of ddirud!t'n.. \\·hOllt \\'~l&kll 
" not do, \\'hat woul\.l Illot gi,"e lur goatl ~fGllntll0 be .. 
" lie\'e tll~t my guilt wen: tak~n ~\\"a)-.. ~I~ll nl~' ~:lce 
., malte \\"ith Gotl :!' 

"lth \\'bat eagenlefs and eamdim:fs .. hitherto uftkr.own. 
does l~ finner now elK]uir(! aiter the \ii'''Y ;0 lite? ,,9ith 
,\-hat iolicitude tbes he U g~ lorth by the iootfteps of the 
" flock, alid t'ttd betide the fltephenls tellts-'~ tPl'lte tab
i»ths~ anti Qrciinances, and woN of God .. 3!"e nnw qu:te 
different tl.i.l~ from \vh~t they were lldo~.. No Dlore 
""aile of th~t Sacred nnte in buftoos or in play. No more 
r~rel\ity of I.cart, becaule he b~ been Rgularly all,} COIl .. 

flandy at church, but an aftonifhing ,·ie\v of the fins of 
his hQiy things; carelets, !orrnaJ, ~ardefs \\'orfhi~ lIe 
cries out \,"itb the PJiJlnitl, " Llnl, if" thou filo\llt)fl nlark 
,,~ iniquity, who fila)) tlantl.n Ko more indifferent, f1oth. 
fill, rliilhinful hear!ng the wonl. No more critical hear
illg the won}, that he may cOlnmenll the ahilit:~, or deride 
tt~ \'~r~krlels of t-i)e preacher.. '\lth ''''hat COllcem does 
he hJ.n~ upon. the (~\(:r~l lUeiflge, to fee if there be any 
thing upon which he can Ja.y hold? He then hears that 
~, Gcxl is in Chriit, reco.lcilill~ the \vorld to llimielt: " "fhe 

'-'" 

,·er)· ne\\~s of titivation, the b-,re Dlenticn of pardon, is no\v 
a jO}~tlll found.. It roules his attention, it a\v3ktns his 
curiofity, and he fdS himtelf to weigh and ponder the im9 
port:ltlt intimation. lIe hears that U Goo fo lov~ the 
" ,,'orId, tllJ.t lie plve llis 0111y llegottell Son, that \vhofo.. 
'l e\'er llelic\·ctJl i!111il1l illoultlllot perilh, but have e\'er .. 
U bfting lite, Fer God f\!ut not his Son into the world 
~, to COll(lclnn the \\-orIJ, but tllat tIle \vorlt) through hilll 
u might be fa,"ed. - Is there then:' lays he, U hope of 
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at meKY .ith God, ",hom I ha,-e to iou~ ro~tten .. :and f~ 
" greatly offi:\l(kd: hath he inJced Jo,-e.! a ~uilty \\-or!d -: 
" h~th he lo\'C!\I tbeln in fo amazin~ ~ 'llan~r~ as to Icnd -. 

" his only bc=got(~n Son to lave them from lkfirutlion ? 
" How ~~t is the gh-er.. how \\'oo,it-rlul the I! itt, and 
" hu\y un,ld«ving th~ objet.ls of his lo;.'e :" 

H.:re perhaps ~ lliificully may occur. U J t nlay be [(\~., 
(;lVS the 1001; "bllt are all the childre:l of l\d3lU t~e oil-

.I-

" j~~s of divine b\'e : Shall c,"ery fanne. be partaker of 
" tll,-ine mercv? Surely Ilot. Ho\\' ~hen ar~ t~y diftin. .. - . 
" guitbed! Pcrh:tps he intends only to t:n"e ~ k\v of the 
" I~l unworthy,. md to g)ority his juftice antI feverity in 
" the conJemnation of the aloft emillc:ntl)9 guitt}.. 'Vhat 
" then h~ve I reafon to e...~pea: None, none, none of any 
., f".ltlk 10 enlninal :\S I... I ii~V~ nnne,} ear),-, an(ll ha,-e .. 
,. finned long.. I have: finned :a.gainJl t~ cle;u-eti light and 
"Imowlo.lgl:. I ba\'e finned againn innumerable met
"c~ I have finned apnft the threatenings of God's 
\C wont, the rebukes of his providence, the checks of my 
it own confcience, ur. the un.-earied pains and diligence 
" of minifters and puents. I have burft every bond, and 
" tom in pieces every refttaining tie .. » How niany gra
cious promifes prefellt theillfel\~cs inlmedi4ltely to ex!in
guilD this fcat'? .... Come no,,-) .ud let tiS re3fon t~tber, 
,.. tiith the Lord; tho~~l your fins be as fc~)et, they fh~1l 
i' be as \vhite as lilo\\-; though the)" be red like {:riolioll, 
u they fhaU be as wool; if ye be wi!ling all\l obedient, re 
l' fhall eat the good of the land. ---I Iiln that CGlllClh un,\) 
"me, I will in no wife call out. t-'\nere'Qfe alfo he is 
" able to fave thelD to the llttermofi tllat come Ul1tO Go,i 
U by him.! And the Spirit and the briJe Jay come:; anJ 
" let him that hc:areth ftiv come; al1ll1ct him that is atllirll 

• 
,~ come; and \\·hofoe\~er \\"ill, let him take the water of 
" lite freelY.UII To there Il!'omifes Illay be adde,l mau}
fcripture e~amples of tlrft.rate linners, laved by the po"-. 
er of Gt.ltlt that none ma~- derfl'''iir. An idoiO!trous !\fa
nafreh, an unrighteous and oppreffivc publican Zaccheur. 
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an unclean l\tclry Magdalene, and a perfecuting Paul. 
1'hen is the foul brought to acknowledge and adore the 
nlatcnlefs lo\~e of Gocl; to repeat and adopt the ,,'ords of 
the apofUe Paul; "This is a faithful faying, and worthv 
U of all acceptation, that Chrift Jefus came into the world 
, .. to fa\'e fip.ners, of \vhom I am clliet:" 

The finner, in fuch a fituation, is wholly emp~oyed in 
alternately ,-ie\\-ing his 0\\'0 deplorable character and fiate 
on the one hand, and the fufiiciency and efficacy of the re
lnedyon the other. As thefe take their turns in his mind, 
his hope rifes or falls. Perhaps when he again refle8s 
O~l tIle infinite number and lleillOtlS nature of his offences; 
when he confid~rs the holinefs and pUl'it;l of God's nature 
and l:nv, he is ready to bring an into qnefiion, and to fay, 
&. Ilow can th~r\! thin~s be? Is it pollible that aU this guilt 
"can be paffed by, is it poffible that it can be forgiven 
" and forgotten by a holy God? Is he not of purer eyes 
&1 than to behold iniquity? Is it not raid, that evil cannot 
" d"lell \vith him? That finners fbal! not fland in his 
" prefence? How then can I prefume to approach him? 
" I" ",ho lla\~e Deen fo daring and obfiinate a rebel? \VJlat 
" reception can I expeCt to meet with but, Bind him 
~, hantl ant] foot, and take Jlim a\vay, alld caft him into 
" utter da ·knefs; there fhall be weeping and gnafiling of 
" teetll. J, * 

1"'0 remo\'e this diftrufi, and aIftlre his heart before 
God, he is infornle(l of the foundation of his hope, th3.t 
fahiation comes by a Mediator. He undertook OUf caufe, 
he pllrchafed redetnption l)y his precious blood. Hear 
him raying in the councils of the IV[ofi high, "Sacrifice 
" and offering tilOll didft not defire; mine ears 11afi thott 
.. , opened. Bnmt.offering anci fin.oftering haft tnou not 
"required. Then f:tid I. Lo, ! come, in the ,"olilme of 
" the book it is \\'ritten of me, I (leligllt to clo thy "lill, 0 
" my God; yea, thy law is within my heart."t Hear 
alfc in \Vllat nlanll~r !le execllted this gr3.cious purpofe. 
" lIe \\:as \,·oundecl for our tral"!f~reffions, he \\tas bruifed 
" for our iniquities; the chaUifement of our peace wa:i 
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" upon him, and with his firipes we are healed. An we 
" like! fheep have gone afiray, we have turned e\"ery one 
" to his own way, and the Lord hath laid cn him the ini. 
" quit)' of us all."'" Let us alfo fee how this matter is fe. 

prdented in the New 1'efiament. "":nom God hath Jet 
" forth to be a propitiatio!l, through faith in his bloo<l, to 
" declare his righteoufnefs for the remiffion of fillS that are 
" pail, through the forbearance of God; to declare, I t .. y, 
" at this time his ri~hteoufilefs: that he might be jult, 
" and the ju1lifier of him that believeth in JefllS. t For 
" he hath made him to be fin for us, who kne\v no tin, 
., that \ve might be made tIle rightcoufnefs of God in 
" him." .. 

It is through this man, and throuJ.!h his blood, that 
~, repentance and remiffion of fillS is preached to ail na. 
" tions. " Is not this a lufticient and fiable grollnd of 
hope? In the fubftitution of our furety, we fee a way 
opened for the reception and reftoration of finn.ers, in a 
perfeCt confiftency with all the divine perfefiions. The 
fpotlefs purity and holinefs, the firiCt and impartial junice 
of God, teem to raift: an infuperable obftacle to our ad. 
million into his fa\~or; but in the fufFerings and atone
ment of our Redeemer, we fee how he may teftify his abe 
horrence of fin, and punifh it, and at the fame time 1hew 
mercy to the finner. There is a perfeCt harmony of all 
the divine attributes in this defign, and particularly a joint 
illuftration of mercy and juftice. This is the gofpelof 
Chrifi:, the bleffc:d and reviving me1fage brought unto the 
world by the prince of peace. This is " the record which 
" God hath given of his Son." 

How welcome hov.r reviving this, to tbe difcouraged 
convinced finner? His very concern and fear when pro
ceeding upon proper grounds, arifes from a view of the 
infinite evil of fin, fo provoking to a holy God. But in 
this plan laid by divine wit(iom, he fees the guilt of fin 
fufliciently expiated by a facrifice of infinite value. "For 
" we are not redeemed with corruptible things, fuch as 
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" filver and gold-but with the precious blood of Chrift~ 
" as of a Lamb without blcmifh and withou\ Ipot."· 

He compares and contrafis, if I ma)· '0 (pt:ak, the 
greatnels of his guilt \Vith the price or his p3nlon. ·fhen 
appears, \\"itll ne\V ar!d UllcommOll tOfce, tile ~re,ttners 01' 
this tnyfiery of godlincfs, GO)) maniletin) in the ftdh. 
A victilll 110 lefs confiJ~rab)e tll.ul the eternal dlld " 0111, .. -.. 
" begotten" Son of God, u the brigbtncfs of his F 3,her~s 
" glory, and the exprels image of his ~rfGn." \\llat is 
it that cannot be purchafed by this marvellous e~change ? 
The believer fees with adoring wonder, the jutiicc of God 
more awfuily fever~, in awaking his fwonl a~inft the 
man who was c-. Ili~ :el)o\y," Ulan if- the who!e race of" of
fending men had be,,:\ irreco",erably loft. At the ':nne 
time he fees the unipe~\.able dignity and majefiy of God, 
in his infinite and tru.l royal mercy, blUt in itfeJf, and 
brr~ater fiill in the way in which it is diipenled.. U Here
" in is )o\·e indeed, not that \\-e lo\~ed God, but ~~at lie 
U loved us, and fent !lis fon t'1 be the propitiation for our 
., fins."t 

I .;:mnot help h~1"C obferving, that this falntion is fo 
amazillg, 10 \voIIJe~~ul ill its 113ture, and fo far renlov~i 
froiD any thing we know among men, that lve are in dL.~
ger of being put to a ftand, and can fcaredy concei\~e it 
poflible. But on the other hand, when we confider that 
it carrieth not upon it any of the marks of buman w if: 
dam, we are naturally led to lay, u Salvation heJongeth 
II. unto God,-His "lays are not as our ways, nor his 
'" thoughts as OUf thoughts.') l'heretore when convitli. 
on of jin makes us feel the neceffity, and ditcovers the glo
ry of our Sa viour's atonement; we may both reft allured 
of its truth, and triumph in its powea'. 'V c may Jay with 
the ap{)fH~ Paul, h \Vho ihalllay any thing to the charge 
to' of God's clea? It is God that jullifieth: who is he that 
" condemneth? It is Chril: that died, yea rather that is 
.. , rilen again, who is even at the right haud of God, who 
~~ aho mak~th interceffic:l for us."! 



Btll, " Pa\lt~ a lil'I~, m\"" :(,,~ll,t .. t:,it}. the cen\ in\.~1 
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r.ll:'Cf," \vl."t tt,lill~~rc l,cl~: '\"l~~t !.:t:l t!.e lrr'~:turt· .. 
l .. '~·ho f11311 I~\y :iny tl.i'l~ to ti ,," l'lr\r~t: cf GtXl's c!~tt ? 
,. UI1~ll\,'er.llllc illJ~J! H:lPI~:'. h:.pp}-, tllnce h4lrr'~ 
"tbey, \\"1.0 are th~ objed~ oi (i".J·s ~\"erl~ltii,q,. din'n
u guinaing ~nJ dcBing It)\ ~. Hut hv\\ can Il'c lure th:lt 
" this inc!\llles, or nther dOt-s n~ cxcJl't~e nle? t:a!l i 
~t e\-er hope to r~:lJ Illy .,aOle \\~rittcn il. the i~'ll.b's 
" book of lit~~"" No. But when you c()n~ds yut: t"anuo:. 
re:u.l :tny Illill, tJ~~re ill ,'Olaf l:t\'or, \\ .. 1:0 h-.1th a\;t~ori::,-'d 
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you to ttlppd't: an~' thing there to ~'otlr prcjudic~: St",,"r~t 
thil'lgs bclollg oll)f to God. '\"e ~re Ilot pernli~t~\.1 !o 
karch, ;tlld \~C are llot able: to conlpre!lel1,1 or cxp!aill t:~e 
infinite: depth of the tlh"ine cOlmciis, But do not ,hiu,~s 
that ~re l1!\"e"kd belong to us: And how thall we pr~
fllnle to let a.t '-:lriance the fecret antI !e\te~lcd \,'ill of G..-xl : 
Is Ilot the comnliJoon Jufficien:}\- ~~t~nfi\-e! "~\ll~! he 

• 
" f:"li~l \lnto them ~ gt) }-e into all th~ \\'orl(i, anll r~;}ch tile 
u. gofpel to ~vc:ry creature; he til:lt bdie\"cth anll is ba~ 
'l ti~c:tl, fila}} be laved; and he that believeth not, fh.}l he 
t~ damned.". Is llot the caJI iln!iolited ant! uni,-erfal? 
" C-on)e unto me, ~U ye th3t l~r, and are heavy lad~n .. 
"and I \ViII give you I'dt "t "And Jeius faid UU!o 
,\ them, I alll tIle l)I-e~tJ of liif!; ht! tllat cometh tc 111e fh:llt 
" Ilcver hunger 1 allli Ile that bc:iic\-eth OIl me fIlall 11t:v~r 
"thirft."! "An,) in the latl &lY,. that great da~" of the 
=~ leall, Jcfus ftOOll and l:ried, faying 1 If any n.an thirft, 
" Jet hilll come Ullto tIle ~nJ drillk .. ·'H 

Can YOll then entertain any doubt of the call ttc::hin~ 
to you, or qudlion your title to refl upon this rock of a~es ~ 
Behold, we pre3ch unto you Chrili crucified, a ddpif~ 
Saviour, inlleed, h to the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to 
" the Greeks 1(X\I'lllner~; " but t:1C ,i po\\-er of God, and 
" the wil~lom of God for f4l,'ation to e'""C:I)~ Olle that be
t. Jie,-eth. h There is no guilt fo deep, but this precious 
blool will wafh it out. No ~ift fo great, but infinite merit 
is fufficient to procure it, No nature fo polluted, but in • 
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6nite power i~ fuflicient to renew it. Shlll we then any 
more with.llJlc.l our approbation, or refufe our confent ~ 
Shall not e\"ery finner, burdened with a fente of guilt ()f 

danger, intimate his compJianc~ and ur~e his claim, and 
lay, " ''fh3nks, thanks ~ t'l God for his unfpeakable gift. 
"-It is f~vation 1),· tile de:l!ll of Chrift:., ani) ther~fore . 
U becoming a holy and a jealous God, with wbom evil 
" cannot (I'~"el)_ It is the fame UnCi\ln~eable God, who 
" en.:8etl the holy Jaw, and who publifhes this glorious 
" gofpel.--! t is l:Uv:ttion by grace, ot)lfr\\'ife no chil(l of 
" .I\dam ceu'(1 Jl:l\Jte had al1~ claim; all{} it is meet that 
" the lofty looks of man fh~uld be humhJt:d., and the Lord 
~ alene ~xalted in that t!~y .-1 t is ialvation to the chief 
C' of finneri: I :lIn the man. I hear m)- characrer clear--" Iy delcribed ill the \vord of God. I can rea<l Dly name .. 
", in the general and ~cious invitation. I will accept of 
\, the ofter~ I ~,:ill recei,ge and embrdce this bleffe(l Saviour 
.. , as my Llrd and my God, as my Ii~e and my all." 

(lnce nlore .. perhaps the heliever is niH fiaggcred, and 
his faith beJins to fail. Ailonifhed at the gr".!atnef!: of the 
Dlercy, " he believeth not for joy., and wondereth." He 
is ready to r.-'}9, "J\:figllt I but holt} fafl this beginning of 
~ .. m}- confi(lcnc~, I \\·ould not CI1'l}' the greaten mOllarch 
" on earll} his tllTOlle, his pllrple, or his fceptre, but \\~Otlld 
, .. ling tile Il~\V fon~ put iilto my InOtlth, Ullto hirn that 
" IO\:C!tl us" an(1 \\~afllCd tIS fr011} our fillS ill llis C\l;n blood, 
" and hath made us killgS at)(} priefis to G()(l alld his Fa
" ther, to i1im lle glor)p aIlc} (IOlllinion for evtr 311d e\'er . 
.. , But alas! are not an the promifcs of falvation only in 
" ti\lor of tllelll that believe? Here tllen tIle COl1clllfion 
" Illay fail. I am it:r,fible of a lar'-lental)le ,vea!ctlefs and 
" back\var(lilefs of nlill(l; allu ,vlliifi I tlliilk I !la\ye no 
.... doubt of any of the truths of God, I J.!featly dif1ruft the 
u reality of my own confeat and compliance with his 
" will.)J Do you then really give credit to all the truths 
of God refj)eCting your own 10ft condition, and the only 
way of deliverance from it? l\~Lly the Lord himfelf in
c:'"cafe your faith; for if it be fo indeeu, you art! happy 
and fafe. 1'hele truths, tllefe aione, are tile fure founda ... 
tion of hope. I am aLi'aid we have all too firong a ten-



On Regeneratiun. 

deney to look for fome encouraging qualification in OllT. 

fC:)\"es, 011 \Vllich \'-e nli~ht lDore f~curely refl. \'~hat is 
faith: I s it an~' more than receivin~ the record \\'hie}l . ~ 

GoJ hath gi\"en of his Son, belic:ving the teftimony of the 
Atn~n, tile ~rlle allC) faitilful \'w'itnefs? Is not }·OllT peace 
and reconciJiatioll \\~ith God, and the fallaification of )'our 
natun:s, txprefsly provided lor in the all.fufficiency of 
Cilrill, antI to lliln ~·ou are affurtd that }'OU mull be in. 
debted for bc.th? \\That flandetll in the way of }·ol~r com· 
tort tJ1ell, bllt either that )iOll do not give cr~llit to tIle prv
Illile he llatll Illade, or that }~OU are not \\'illillg ttlat lIe 
Ihoaid do it for you? and this 1 acknowledge is bOlh un
belief and impcnitfl1ce. 

Complain th~relore no more, that you are afraiJ of 
}·ourfelves, \vllilli }'ct )'Oll pretclld to 11ave the 11igllefi ef. 
teem of the bleffings of redemption; on the contrary, t~lY 
Ullto God in a tllanl~ful frame of fpirit, ~, GJOTj· to Go(l ill 
" the higileft, on earth peace, alld good-\vill to\\rarcis melle 

a i praife thee for this meffage of peace. 1 think I fee, in 
"[onle lneafure, its 11eceffity, truth ancl beaut}'. I fee i!, 
" I truit to ruch a de~ree, that it is the [ole fOtln(lation cf 
" my hope~ J rellounce every' other cl?ilil; nay, I abllor 
" the thougllts of ally other claim: ): ea, doubtlefs, ant! I 
" count all tllings bllt 10fs, ior tIle excellcrlcJ7 of t11c kllO\\". 

" ledge ofChrifi: Jefus my Lord, for whom I have fuffer
" ed the lois of all thin.~s, and do CQUllt tlletn but (lun~ 
" that I may win Chriit, and be found in him, not having 
" mine own righteoufnefs, which is of the law, but that 
" '\Th~ch is tllrollgll tIle faith of Chrifi, the rigllteouftlCls 
" \'lhic!l is of God b}7 faitll. ~ It grie\1eS Ole that tllere is 
" fuch a back\;,"ard.nefs il1 Ine to gi\te glory to tily l1an1e, 
" alld to l)c illdt:htecl to tIle ricllcs of tl1Y grace. Slll)(illC 

" my obtlinacy, and rule by thine own power. Lord, l 
44 belle\'e, llel p tllOU 111 i11e Ul1b·,~.d ief." ' 
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VIT E have now feen in what Wily the hdie"'er is re. 
r V ccmdlal to Goo, and deiivercd from condemna. 

lion. It wi!1 not be impropt·r~ howe"~r, alfo to confider 
ho,~ he recovers peace of confcienct", an(1 ho\\- Ilis heart 
and lite are go,oemed in his after walk. -fhis will ferve 
more hilly ~o ilicllra!e the influence anll operatioll of the 
trllths of the go!jlel. 1'here is even a n~cefiity for (!Oi11ti 
fo on !,,"O liitlt:rt;llt aCCOulltS: I .. Tha: as Ilas llCen iJie,,"n 
:too,·c at confidef3.b)~ lCllgth, ev~TY tr!le ,1el1itent is deepl}" 
aIll1 in\\,;\rdJ\" !ellfible cf the evil of fin il: itfeif. He is rIot .,. 
merely .. &aiel of' \,'rath, but te~s the impurity and poiluti .. 
on of his own heart.. SllPl1Oling, therefore, ,viII the intei
Jigent reader tar,. this ~t diftinaion thoroughly dlablilh. 
ed~ h;s reliet~ is but half accoD1Flilbetl. l"ilere nlay be 
n~ lnOR COlltlemnatioll for hiln in th~ la\v of G!XI, tor the 
breach of \\'hich f3tisf~aion h::s been mitle antI accep~e(l : 
btlt he is Oll)V fa mllch the more iiable to tile C011delnna-

." 

tion of his 0\\"11 confciencf'. He: mull fiill fuffer th~ Te-

proo~hes and dHlkng~s of his own nlind, which nlak~ 1'0 
~lt a put or the rnitt:ry of a guilty nate. 

PfJ)is recei,"es tl\.l\.ll:ioll:tl tlrcllgth, front a fecond confi .. 
dl:!r,~ti(\n~ that as he is j ~lliified h~1t taith" he h~th peace only 
tbrollgll the ll)()()(l of t::hrifl. eI"9his:s not fr\)m I!imfel!: , 

and ma}" be thou~ht to Ie.we him, fo to fpeak, in point of 
flate antI charaaer, ill poillt of pollutioil and defilement, 
jun as lxfore; nay, the cxtraonlinar.v't unfclicited. u·~~le. 
len .. etl grace of GOll, Ill~\y be tt~ollght to increafe IllS &~I"~ 
COOOClll11ation, all(l Itt the nl:tlignit}- of his rebellion ill 
the firollgell ligllt. .·\n(l, illdeed, 10 far this is true, that 
the free grace of G~ 1 \\' as 111telldeti, and (toes ler\!'e, to pro
(llIC~ a grO\\·ill~ iltlilliiiatioll of Inilltl and Jeif-abafelnent, 
as well as an aJmiwtll-'a of the love of God in Chrift Jefus. 
As the tenllcrlle:s of a llarent is all ill~~:lge l\'hich God Ilath 
very frequently maJ~ ule of, tv fhadow forth his own infi. 
nite comp~(fion .. I will borrow li'om it an iUuftration of the 
two rem,wks jufi now ma·te. Suppvfc any child h~ of. 



On RegCll(ration. 

fended a parent by a grofs inflance of undutiful behavior, 
for \\,hich he hath beell feverel)T reprovell, and for 10llle 
time kept at a diftance: if the parent forgives him, and 
recei\'es hinl again into Ilis favor, (locs not Ilis being tI1'JS 
free<l front tile fear of fllffering, lea"c flll) rOOlll tor his con
cern at the o!fence? .~nd docs not a fCllfe of his father's 
lo\~e melt llis heart Dlore for havil1g grie,"e<l fuch a parent~ 
than any terror upon his mind for the puniUunent of the 
CriJlle? He is il11me{liately co~'ered \rilll cOllfufion; all(l 

if there be in him any fpi.uk of ingenuity, he is no fooner 
forgi\fen of Ilis father, tlla!} tl1e ti<le of Ilis afle~lions returns 
back ,\pith luI! force, and he can Ilart!l)· forgive hilllfclt: 

But llotwithfianding thi3, as Chritl b}· his fufferings and 
tleath deli,rered tIS irOl11 the \,-roth to conle" fo bv the fhe~l-.. 
l!ing of his precious blood, the heart is alto, as the fcrip-
ture! expre[cs it, fprinkled from an evil conJ~ience. 011 
this important fubjec't which leads us to the great princi. 
pIes of the fpiritual life, the fenewing partkulars arc re· 
~onlmenlled to the ferious attention oftlle reader. 

I. Through Jefus ehrift, and t}}c whoje of his under
taking as Afediator of the ne\\r CO\'enallt, the glory 311<.1 

h9nor of God is moll admirably promotec.l, and a perl~a 
reparatioll ma(le to his holy la,\r \,"hiell Jlall beel} broke!l. 
'This nluti needs be highly pleating to every convinced 
finnt!r. As the juflice of God is thereby fatisfied, fo con· 
!c!ence, which i3 God's vicegerent, and as it were pleads 
his callfe, is fatisfied by tht: fame means. 1'he ground 
01' a finner's diff:ttisfac:l:ioll \\'itll hinllt!lt~ is tlle difllonor 
l!one to God. A·:lufl it 110t, tllercfor~, pleafe alld tatisty 
hinl to fee this difhonof fo pcrfealy removed, and fo much 
of the divine glory fhining in the work 9f redemption. 
All the lli"ille perfections al)pe3f there \\,·ith (liflitlguifl!ed 
ltlflre; alld mull not this be highly refrefiling to the par
doned criminal? 'The very holinds and jufiice of GOlI, 
\vhich before \\·ere terril,)c to him, are no\\-' ailliable. lIe 
alto cOlllenlplates all<l a(lores the (li\"ine \\~if~lonl, as it is to 
lle (~·ell ill the crols of Cllriil. '\~e are tol(i, that e\'~ll tile 
ccl~fli31 lIons ha\~e .le\\· difco\"cries of tIle \\-ikIOlll of (;()(l 
in this great lldign of providence. '~'ro the itlt~nt th::t 
'i no\v Uillo l)rill~il)alities a'l~l p.)\\·c:'~ 1r, I.~·a\"clll\· l'~a\~~5, 

, • & 



" rni~ht be known by the church the manifold W'ii.iom or 
"Go~l-"· How much IltOre rotlll tIle illteretl<!d bclie\'er. 
with peculiar complacency, approve antI adore it: B!lt,. 
aoo\·e .111, i: that Jove and mercy \~hich reiRlls throu~h t~e 
,\-hole lS ~'10riOtlS to God, mull it n~t be deli~htJul to the 
ChriJtian? God is love; and his tender Illercies an: O\~T 
aU his other works; but creatin~ and preferving !!oodnefs 
:lre fhaded and edipfed by redeeming love. It is the 
theme of the praifes of heaven, where Chrift as the objctl 
of worfhip, is ~prefented as ap~aring " like a Lamb that 
" had heet' flain.)l 

2. Believers ba~e peace of c()nfcience throu~h CIlrifi, 
u their relletl) ption throu~h his blood fcrves for their 0\\11 

humiliation all(f felf-abafement., for the mani,~na.tion oft!l~ 
evil of tin" alld the vilenefs and ~n\\"oTthinefs \If the fin
ner. Nothing could be Co \,-ell cootri,:ed as the'd,)t1rine 
of the crofs, in its purity and filnplicily .. to flain the pride 
of all hUlnan glo1)? \\~ e are particularl~~ (,31)00 to d~ny 
ollrl~lve~ and to derive our \vorth antI ftren~h from our , 
Redeemer .. in whom" it hath pleaftd th~ Father .. that all 
~, fllJn~fs fhould d\\·el)," and from \\'hofe fll!nefs ali 'lis 
rlifcip!es muft " receive, and grace for ~ce." No hope 
of mercy but tllTough him. ,-- I 301 tile \\"ay, and the trllt}l, 
&. atl~1 the life: no man cometh U!)to tile Father bllt t,v 
" me. "t u Neither is there falvation in any other: f~r 
'6. there is none other Ilame IlndC!T hea\?en givel} among 
't Inen, whereby we mull he ('~l\·ed." ~ No accefs to the 
throlle of gnce or acceptance in ,,"orfhip .. blJt thr(\u~h hinl: 
~, III 'VllOlll \\~e ha\~e acce(c; \\"ith boJdnefs :ttld cOllfidencc~ 
u through the faith cf him.~~ And whltfoe"er},e do in 
" word or deed, do an in the na.me of the Lord Jeft:s. 
" giving thanks to God and the Father by hirr.)·" No 
hope of fiability in duty, of ufefulnefs, or holincl$ of C{\:l

,>edation, but by the continued exercif~ of faith in him. 
" Abide in me, and I in ~-Oll; :!.s tIle branch callnot bear 
" fruit of itfelt~ ex.c. pt it ahUe in rroe ':ine" no more can 
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" ~, ~~~pt ye :abide in m~. I am tbe \"!n~, ye 3f'C d~e 
t, brallc!l~S: he th,t ~bitleth in mt\ ~nJ I in tlim, tIle 
.~ bnl~ bri:l~th tbrth llluch fruit; fo: \\ ith~:.:t n.~ )'C can 
., do notlliilg. ". 

H:lrd fa\""l.,~s 3n111~nlbl!nz «!~arine :Il\l~tcl ~ Bt;! t!l:S 
... .. Iii· 

is appc!.lfant; to tb~ (('n!~'i~nce; for 3S c:on!ci~nc:: c-r.n,!ullhs 
\lS 4ls~iit\ .. ~nd ul)Jcter\'i!l~~ this CO!MJ~nlll,.tio!l is ntt!i-

• 
~d in C.'"=:ry partkulOlr hy the ~Ipel. 'T'ht:f~ \'.:ry C;f\.\:Il'l-

fianct!s i!l this d~lrin':!, '\'!)!C!l pro,'~ke tile !:,,:r~·t!,. or 1:1, 
vile t.lC cO!ltemFt of \~'orkil}· nlen, do b,.t to mt.\:h ~I:~ 
more el1J~:lr it to the cOI.\'illC~ J~;II; allJ he !~l\'S frol .. 
the h~;ut, u It is h!~blJ ju!! ~nd re~!c-nt\~1c th;.t~ G(~l ~~:Gne 
,. ih(\u!d be ~~~t~l and tj~"'t he, thrclagh Qlif R~,-~Illt.. r, ..... 

i- fh\)ll)~1 Il,,\'e t~lC: \~"holc: praiie of our rt:to\"~r}· a~ld falli3-
.' tiOJ1" .~~cilbl)" to this it \\'ill be fi)!lnd~ tl,~~t tf.;: 31",!: 
tles, ill celebr:ltin~ the! £race: of GOtI, Je)tiO:il O!tlit all ex ... 
prds condemraation of themf~h-es~ and 3. rencnci;"iou ci 
all Illerit of ta'leir 0\\'11, "'hich indeed ill every 1l',!Ilge on 
this iul~t,a is manifclUy in~plied: b For by ~ce ye are 
,c fa\.e~, through f~itll; an(l tllat not of }'"ollrle)vts, it is 
, .. tbe ~ft of C-od: not of'work~ left allV nlan fhouJd boa::: , ~ . 
" for we are his workmantllip, created in Chriii Jdus un-
i~ to good \\~Orks, \\'Ilich God c3th bt-:Ore ordc1int~ that \~'e 
~c fllolllJ \\'alk in them. t "'hereof I ,\"as Dl_tlle a Inil.iller, 
" ;\ccording to tIle gift of the gl""3Ce of Gotl ~i\"cn llnto Ole, 
" by the eff~aual \~orkillg of his po\\er. Ullto me, \,'"ho 
~, alll }~fs thall the leaR of all faints~ is tllrs grace gi\~en, 
" tl13t I fhOllld preach anlollg tlle Gentiles the lln:carc).a .. 
&, b!e fiches of Chritt," l 

3- Believers Ila'\'e p~ate rron1 the cllallen~es of an f,"il 
COlliciellce~ through Cilrift.. as tile,· )1ave a:1 ~b:olut~ af-, . . 
fllr:lOCe ofbeillg deli\:"ered from tIle I}o\\~er of i:l~, al1d ~f-
fettual!)· ellabit:\.l to :! lori!}'" }~iln ,\j itr; tile;\"" f~.)t!ls and \\' ith 
their llO'Jic:s, \\-Ilich arc Ilis. This mull l'e the ol[.!l earlltft 
defire of t,'"er}· cotl\'"illCed finller. He l)r(;ath~:i after d~
liverallce fronl t!le bondage of fin: tlle lllore he hat}l f("It 
tIle \veight of Jlis chains, tile !llOre he JOllgS to ~ frte. 
1'his is inf~parJble from ~nuine convictions, on the prin
ciples aoo\-c Jai,i dO\\:f:. How mucll nlufi it COl1tril"'!e to 
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comrorc the confcience, to know that this defire fllal1 cer .. 
tliI1)\· be accoll}plifl!(~l? I-Io\\·ever lnllcll cauJe he mav . ~ 

h:l\·r: to COn{lelllll Jlilllfl'Jf for his pall IlrO\IOl:ations, or to 
(!rt:3l1 the \· ... e.lkl1els of !li:; 0\'-11 rt;!ollltiollS of futllre '1111end .. 
ment~ he knows ~Il(.l tru!ls in the power of his Redeemer. • 
lIe kno,\~s tilat hel1ceforlil )!t! f)lall Ilot Il~r\~e fill, tllat its 
(}ominiol1 thall IX! ~rallllall}~ l>rokt!n tllrOtJ~ll life" Illl} ell .. 

tirely rlefiroyed at de'lth. ~\s the end of Chrifi's coming 
,'''as !o glorif)· his hea'·t:11Iy J·~atilcr, he kno\\'s that the glo-
ry of God cannot be: promotec.l by lea"ing the finner under 
the llOoclage of cornlption, al1t.l tilerefore that he fllall be 
purifitd.. and made meet to be a " partaker of the inhc-
., ritance of the i"aiilts ill light." 

If \\'e look "'itll care :ttld attention into tIle Ne\\- "rella, 
nlent, \\'e filai) )lerceivc th~tt there is a clore all(l mlltual 
conn~xioll bel\\-eell our jllfiification an(1 falltlification, 
al1(1 that both are reprefe:ltell as the fruit of our Itedeem
~r's purchafe: "There is therefore now no condemna
" tion to tlle)ll tllat are in Chrifi leflls, \vho \,,"alk n(\t after 

~ 

"the flefh but after the Spirit: for the la\v of the Spirit 
,. of" life ill Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the la\v 
" of lin an<} cleatl!: for \\'hat the la\\t cotl)(l not do, in 
.. ~ th:lt it \\'as \\~e3k throu~h the flelli, GO'llenclillg Ilis OWl} 

" Son ill the likenefs of finfll] fle1h, alld for fin cOilc]emtl
,e C!tl fin in the tldh. n.. All the bleffings of falvation are 
repreit-nh.~l as following one another in a continued chain 
or ieries, llot Olle lil1k of \,'llich call poffibl}l be I)Token : 
Ie For \\-J10lll he (lid [orekllO\\'", he alto lli<l prelletlinate to 
«( be COlltorn)e<.l to the i:ll:lge of his Son, that Ile might 
"l~ tile firll ... llOfll all10llg 111allY brethren. l\Toreo\-er, 
"\\'h01U lle (lill )lrc(ltiiillate, tJlt:ll1 11C alfo calle(l; alltl 
" ,1:11om he c;\)le(!, the!l! lIe allo jufiifiet}; aile} \VhOOl he 
" jufiilitd, them he aHo ~IOiifi('d."t Ffhcre is a deanfing 
31"!(1 pllrif}-i:lg ,:irtlle ill tile blo()(l of Chrift" as \\-ell as an 
i'lfir~itc \-allle ii, tl~e "!'~l· or l)tlTC)lafe all(! atonement: 
" ft"'or if tile t)loocl of 11l1JIs, atl(l of goats, antI tile anleS of 
~ .. ,tIl IleiJer ti.riilklil16 the t:ncleall, l:'llaifi(~tll to the Pll
" rifyi"~ of the flcOl; how lUuch more fhall thc hhod of 
... Lhrifl, who through the eternal Spirit oflcred himfdf 



" without fpo~ to God, pur~l~ your conf~:c:nte from u:.d 
" \\'orks to lcr,,"c t} tC! I, \·il1r.~ G(,: I :'" '\-

KOlle l)llt (cal C:llriJiial1s, c.:~:t:r· i!;~tl iil tJ.~ !i)iritual iitc, 
know the value or Il~cdlity of the prcml!~s ofhrcngtit 3ud 
amflance containeu in the icriptllr;:s. The: glory or their 
Retleenler's )lerf()n, ti)ol~(. 11 (Jf il) j~.) Illabnifirt:tlt tcrnlS, 
both ill tIle 01(1 rl'~flaille) It all,-} tJ.~ K C\\'" is lur\'l',:~:\l !lV .. . 
them with ~he nlOll exquit!tt! tldi~ht. rrhc PO\\ l'r auJ 
efficac}· of Jlis a(llllilliflratil\!l is., to tlleln, a fOI:rcc: ('f Ull .. 
f'pcakabl= cOllliort.. Ul1{ler Jlilll, as tilt: l::tptatll of t!:eir 
falvatioll, tlley "difl)I=t~· tll~ir l)l'lller~," ;~11\.1 ~o for: ~l 
""itll Ull~l(lUlltt:ll cOllrage to Illeet e\"~r)~ 0proJl11~ t"llell1~-, 
belic\?tng tJlat tile): filall be to, nlore t)lan COIlqtat:ror~ li1rOU~;1 
" him tllat lovec) tIle Ill .. " ':\nlong 111~111~· otlll:rs. fee tIle 
two h,lIowin~ panages: u {) Z~on that brin~eft P}(\U 
" tidings~ get thee up into the high mountain: 0 Jerufa
" lenl, th~t briJl~efl ~()()(l tillill~S, lilt ll}D tllv \~OiLe \\'ith 

~ '-.- '..: ., 
(: flrenglh, lift it up, be not afr'lid: 1~\)~ llilto the cities 
" of Jutl~~h, Behold your Goll. Behold~ the Lord Got! 
(' \viII come \\-ith ilrong hand, all(} his arll} fl.all rule for 
" him: behold, llis re\\-aru is \\"itll Iliin~ :ltlllilis \\"ork be
i' fore llim. lie Illall teet) his flocl~ like a filej,henl; lie 
i' fhall gather t.l]e lalnl)s \vith his arlll, cl!ltl carr)~ tlleln ill 
"his bo!om, alld fhall gentl}' leall tl1llfe th'lt art! \~·itll 
" }~OUllg. t-Fear thOll not, for I aiD \\'itil tll'-!c: be llot 
"difrnaJ-ed, for I anl tIl}' GOtl: I \\'ill t:rengtl1cl1 thee, 
"}Jea1 I \,'ill help thee, )'ea, I \\'"ill tl)llo]"l tlltC 'ritll the 
" right-harl{} of Illy rigllteoufll~tS. Beil01d, all tjle)~ tllat 
" \v<!re illcellfed ~lgai!l:i t}lee, fllal} lk afl.lllied allC! con
" fOtlnded: tIle}' ilial) be as Ilothillg, and tlle)l' that 1iri\·~ 
"with tllee, Illall perifh. F!'!lOU fhalt let:k thel11, all~l 
,~ fllalt llot Illlll tlleln, e\-en tlleln tillt contelli!e(l \\·itll 
" thee: tIle)" that \\par ag~illn tllee, Illal} 11f! as notl:illg, 
U and as a thing of nought. For 1 the Lord thy Gml \';ill 
" hold thy right-hand, laying unto thee, Fear not, I will 
" }lC] P tJlee. " t 
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BEFORE concluding th;s t~aF!er, I {hall f(lC3k a few 
worJs oi t:le p,in~: ;pl~s by which a bt'h":\'c-t is ~(\.. 

,'enleJ in llis a;1~r c .. ll\!ui~11C~. O~l t)lis t:le ~~\~!~r '1'~\1t 
oblen'e, tll:tt a Cit;tl1~ i!l his \~!l(.~~ C:':tr-l~l~r ~n.j -:orl,ll.e,. 
inln1e~li~te:y :till Ileceffi,ri!}' t3k~s pl3ce. IPI"'oc lo\'c of 
G c{l is "fl~~~l ab~lJ in h:s h~-!rt IlY tl}4! Holy Gllo!l,~" 

• • 
~nll is the ~OI~1111;~~ldtng r~ri~~t~r Je of ~J! illS Il::ure acl:ons. 
It cO:\!l~lllt]y llif:::)~'~ .. ~s i!s iil:lticr.t~ .. e~cept in 10 tir;s it 
is r~fii!t"'ci ~il(l ("Ca:ln~t:r-lttc,"l b)" the rem~\ill=ng 'ir~~.~~)es ~£ 
t!':at ~"I~\\t" i'l hi-i 111efilb:rs ... \''':itch "·.rr(.~~! ~~nli tile )a'''~ 
" or God i~l his 111in:.i.~' I .. , the tlirco~erv \,'I.icb he I),lth 

~; 

ol)taill~ll of t}~e ~~i n;tture .1.' t jtlfilli:e anlillhlellcJs ofGcd, 
his \\"'i:l is rent·\~·e~l; ile arl}t!l\~~S th~ things ~hat are e~· 
t:dlt'llt, an.! 6ds filch .. n unrn tli~n of .he ~biib'ltion of 
ti1e la\," of Goj, .1S CClllnt)l b! aft~r\~":tr~ls ~flace(i_ So J~Jlg, 
ho\\"ever, :ts J!C COiltillues tiP\:.l~r ,i 1(\ .. ltl of ul1tpr~i\~eil gllilt~ 
aJ!d fees e\gerJ- perfctlloll ot G~~l arl11~d \\"'itll terrOf 35~illli 
hil111elt: there C:1!l be )ittJ~ '!)~~ th~lll fl,\,"'.fh lear: I'tlt \\"hen 
ile !le"rs a. gr~l~iou~ llrOll!if~' Gf tl~rJtl;l; \\"'Ilell Oil e~anlill
lng the e\"'iJelll:~~, Il~"i dOL!!1t ;\tl~l l'llcertaint~' is ren:o\"'t:d; 
,\ llCll he lets t~t\; rtcit,teOtaS ~roiin\.l on '\lhich t!!is tcr~i¥c .. 
Il :;fs is built, J~e Ja~'s ~lO~j of it as IllS 0\\'11, ,\Ilel i~ Ulliie(l 

tll Go~l 11)- unfei~ll~lt lo\-e. rrilis lo\~c:) thoU~!l \\t:dk ill 

its ~lleafllre, is, 11ot\\'li!iil,ll.Jiilg" 1)\:rJ~(.t ill its !lat~!rC, 311(! 
~!'Cl CiOfe r)C\\·(:rt~:l ill its il!fll!~11CC: bt:ill.~ at OtlC~ a lo\"t: . .. ~ 

\)1' ~i~~t:llll of \!r ~~it\.!clc, a:lll of dt"fir~. 
,", 

1'11(! io\"e of GOI..I ~s the Iirii precept of the moral la,':-, 
~l11l1 tl'e J: fit lIt:t\1" of \!\"er\~ illteJI:~cllt creattlr~; bllt it is . ~ ~ 

r. r 1 I .' 1 ..... ~l l ,-. I e,ll)~ to .. t:e, tllat lill C;!S our ,o\-e IS nXl'{ llpOll tile trl:e t.)O( , 

it is JIlt'rioliS and llnprofibb!~: and untels the true God 
is l~en i'l '~the tll'c of JeEls CbrifL~~ for any fianer to 
~o\"e him ;s impofii~~k: but through the g;ori,)us ~ofJ)el, 
the new n,:ture ;s dlcdually pr<>c.luct:d, and calln~'l b~ pro
duced in aL\" other ,,"ar. It:s em'iti Jc!ils \",110 fe' ',~L 
to us the {rtle Go,,)., t!le kI10r,' :~\.: ~e of \\·llO,11 \':c hal! lott. 
H Xv man hath iC.!ll GoJ ~lt al\\' time i the onh" bc~ :men . . .., -
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"' Son, which is in the bofoin of the Father j he hath de
" c laretl hin\."~· I t is he who nlakes onr pt~~C~ \vitli God, 
,,,,,honl \ve had offendtd oy our tranfgrtfIiolls; for "being 
" juftfied hy fJith, \ve h1\'e peace \vith God through our 
" J~ord Jefils (~hrin."t And it is he who reconcilcth o~r 
Ininds to (;od, by dilcovering his Inercy to us; fo lhat he 
lnight \vell fay of hinlrelf~ "I aln the \vay, and the truth, 
" al1c1 the life; no loan cometh unto the ~'athcr but by 
U llle."; 

I lllight eafily fhew, that the· Io\ye of God is the fotlree, 
the fUIn, and the perfeClion of holinefs. All other duties 
ll'lturally flow frolll it; nay, all other duties are nothing 
eIre but the necefTary ex preffions of it. But infiead of en
tering into a particular detail, fufftr me only to obferve 
thef~ t\VO things; Firll, that a believer is under the con
fiant influence of gratitude to God; and, fecondly, That 
this includes in it, and will certainly produce, the moll 
fincere and fervent love to all his fellow-creatures. 

I. A believer is under the confiant influence of brati .. 
tu(le to God, and that not of a common kind. It is not 
merely thanl(fulnefs to a bountiful and liberal benefaCtor, 
for mercies which have not been deferved, but a deep 
fcnre of oblig~tion to a Saviour, \\lho loved him, and \\pafh
ed hinl in his o\vn blood fron1 the guilt he had contracted; 
\rho faved hitn by his own death from the dreadful penal. 
ty \vhich he had incurred. What the influence of this 
In\l{t be, \ve nlay gather from the words of the apofile 
Paul, '" f'or the love of Cbrifl conHraineth us, becau1t: V.le 

h thus judge, rrhat if one died for all" then \vcre all dead; 
" and that he died for all, that they which live fhould not 
,- henceforth live unto themrelves, but unto him \vhi<:h 
'" died for them, and rofe again. 

I cannet immediately drop this' fubjeA:, but intre2 .. t th'l 
reader to ohferve ho\v dee~ly a fenfe of redeelning love 
nlttit be engraven on the heart of every believer. On ho\v 
Inany circun\ftan~es will he expatiate, \vhich ferve to 
Inagnify the grace of God, and point out the force of his 
o\vn obligations? '1'he infinite greatnefs and gI(]ry of 

* John i. 18. t nom. Y. 1. t John xiv. 6. 
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GoJ .. inlIepenJent and all.fufficient, that he llwulJ h~\\"e 
CClillp .. llii()ll on tile gtlilty finl1er, and fa}·, 'it Deliver l1inl 
" fro:ll going do,\:n illto the pit; ] lla\ie fOll11<.1 a ranfoJn. " 
0, liO\V picrcillg thofe ra}tS of io,,·e, \\lJ)jcll couIo reach 
fronl tJle Gotlhead to man! r!,o this 11e ,viII never fail to 
add his o\vn ull\vorthinefs .. his nUlnerous, nggra,·atccl, 
repeated pro'locations. He ne,,.er lofes fight of tllllfe lillS 
\\·Ilich firfl cOITIpelled him to fly for refllge "to the 110pe 
" ret be!oTC! IIin,." His 0\\'11 interefl: obliged hin) to re
lnember them before, as ex))()fi)lg him to cc'\nclC:lnll(ltion, 
alld lIe is 110\\" willing to cOllfcfs and recoru tlleln, C1S fer\'
illg to illuflrate tht di\,ine OlefCY. 

Anlliet lIS never forget the llflfpeakable gift of God, 
" that he fpared not llis OVlIl fOIl, but (leli,·erelillim Ul) for 
" us all." How filall \\1Pe fufficiently ,voncler at t!le 110U·lld

lefs mercy of the Father, and the infinite conddcenfion of 
tIle SOIl, \Vllen \ve reflect llpon his incarllation, ancl 011 
tIle aftolliflling end of llis appearallce in Ollr nature, tJlat 
he nlight " bear Ollr fins in llis 0\\·11 hocl}i on tile tree." 
Ditl 11C o\~erCOnle all his enemies in llis Jafi COllfliCt, antI 
" make a {he\v of tJlem openl}', triun1pllillg c\'er thelll ill 
" ii:S crofs ?" .l\nrl. filall he 110r alfo~ by the fanle meatls, 
reign in h~s pccplt's hearts, and be the fovereign Lord of 
all their afl'eCtiol1S ? 

To all this, I 1haH only adJ that glorious inheritance, 
\vhich is l)r(}\~ided for e\7ery "\?eflel uf tnerC)l," after l1e 
hath paffeu his prep(\T~tory trials. lIow well may we join 
with the apofHe Petc:;r in this folemn form of thankfgiving, 
" Blelfed be the God anJ Father of our Lord Jefus Chrilt, 
" which, accordillg to 11is at)Ulldant merc)r, llath be~ottell 
" us again by the refurreCtion of Jefus Chrifl from the 
" cleacl, to an illlleritance illcorru l)tible ancl unclefiletl, all(l 
" tllat fadeth 110t a\vay."~ No\v, \VIlell all tllefe circum. 
fiances are COl1fi(iered bv tIle be]ie~:-er, togetl1cr \\·ith fuell . ~ 

as may be peclliiar to llilnfelf anti l1is o\\"n paft COTlciuCt, 
lnufi he not l1e read" to crv Ollt, "Lord, what wilt tllOU .. ." 

" have me to do! 0 that I knew how I might repay forne 
" fmall part of my infinite obligations! 0 that I knew by 

• 1 Pt:to i. 3, 4. 
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• ' what means, or at what expenee I might magni(v and 
., do tllce lloflor! \V rite thy Id\IJS in Illy heart, aIlc} put 
" them in my inward parts, and enable me ill t:\"C~ry rcf~ 
" fible wa}' to {Jle\r tllat I love tllec, l)eCallfe tll0U 11alt iirtt 
" loved me." 

2. 'This plainly includes in it, and will eert1inly pro. 
duce tile moil fi\lC~re and fervellt ill\'e to llis ft::1 10\\·. crea: 
1tlres. As love to God is the firfi, fo iu\·e to 111~l11 is the 
lecon(l comnlandlnent of tile moralla\v. ,\~(; hal-c Ollr 
Lord's own authority for faying it is " like" unto the firfl;' 
allci tllat love \Vllic}l " \\lorl{eth 110 iiI to his tleigllL.,our" i3 
tIle \, fll1filliIlg of the Ia\\t·." Ever}! one is rC:ld}" to ac
kno\vledge, that love to man is all ilnportant brarlc}) of 
pra.tl:ical religion. But many great pleadc::rs for this (!uty 
d() not 1ufficient!~' attell(l to lts irtfeparable cOllllexion 
\\lith the love of God, and in particular, \\"ith a fellfe of 
redeeming love\l or the love of God in l~11rifi: Yet is tllere 
no fuch principle of uni\·erfallove any \v)lere to be iOllnd? 

In order to take a fi'!ort vie\v of this, it \\lill be proper 
to difiinguilh our brethren of mankin(l illto the t\VO gellC. 

ral clafits of bad men an(l good. As to bad lnell, the fanle 
lo\?e to God, the fame COllCertl for 11is glory?, \\,llich fills 
tll~ Chrifiian with grief all(l inaigllation at tllt:ir moli (13-
ring ofl'cllces, infpires the mofl ardent (lefir~ for tlleir rc
cover)~ ancl falvarioll. rrhis is tIle onl}7Io\'"e to th~n1 \~/hich 
is eitller acceptable to God or profitable to tllemr~lv·es. 
It \\rill fhL'\V itfelf ill all tIle offices of killl1nefs al1d hUJlla. 

Ilit}7; ill iri!lrut1ing tllem \vhere tllere is abiJit}p, a(llllO

niflliIlg t!leffi \vhere there is 01)})Orl llnity, and ill l'leallillg 
for tllen} at the tllrOlle of grace, to \Vllicll there is aJ\va)-s 
un(l~lturbed accefs. rr~le belic\'er, kno\,,.it1g tllc (lail~er" 
of fill, arld haviIlg a profi)ecl of c\l)proaching eternil}·, is 
mo\"ell \ritll cOlnpaiIioll for blilld atlll itlCOllfiderate ftn. 
11ers~ Tneir COI1C111ct leads llim to refleCt upon the (ie. 
})ravity cfhis own nature, and earndlly to pray, that the" 
may be l)artakers of (li\:illC grace. 

lie tllat IO\fctll God is un(!er little tetnptatioll to 'late Ilis 
brotller; or ratller, itl fo far as ile lo\'ctll God fillCercl}9, 
!lc! is llllcler 11011e at all. I-Iatre(l C0111tllOnl\~ arifet11 frolll . 
envy and rival purfuits. But a C~lrifiian, mc:'c th~ll 
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fatisfied with his own portion, hath no OCL.dfi~il to envy 
others, either ,,"hat they po[efs or profecute. ,In what a 
contemptible light does he lool~ upon the honors, richts 
and pleafures, about \vhich tbere is fo violent a ftrugglc 
among \vol'ldly men? It is irnpoHible, therefore, that he 
fhould hate thore who do not intcrf~re \\'lth him, though in 
many cafes he is difpoied heartily to pity their foily and 
delufion. 

Nay, the matter does not even reO: here, for the Chrifii .. 
an is laid under the nloll exprels comnland to " love his" 
perfonal '" enemies, to blers them that curfe hinl, to pray 
t.r. for them who defpitefully ufc him and perfecute hinl." 
rrhis is the glory of the gofpel, \vhich gives the dot-trine 
of Chrifi a lufire far fuperior to the mofl: adrrlired fj, fiell1S 

of hurnan virtue. And ho\\'ever hard a raying it o1ay ap
pear at firfi vie\v, when \ve confider the charaCter and 
110pes of a penitent finner, and the example of his expi
ring Saviour, it hath nothing firange or incredible in it at 
all: rI'hat he, \vho expeCts, from the free grace of God, 
pardol1 for his innumerable and aggravated offences, fhould 
be ready to forgive the far flighter trefpaffes of his brethren 
againft hilnielf. Or rather, that he 1heuld take the higheLl: 
pleafure, and think it his honor to do fo, \vhen he remenl
bers his Redt:emer's dying words, "Father, forgive them, 
" for they know not what they do." 

As to good men, there is no Inanner of difficulty: they 
are united together by the tenderefi and the Hrcngefi: ties, 
and love one another with a pure heart fervently. It \\'as 
no ,vonder, that \vhen ChriHianity was in a pcrfecuted 
ftate, the heathens fhould make the renJark, '" Behold ho\\' 
" thefe Chrifi:ians love one another!" They had a coru
Dlon character, a common Saviour, COHllnon fufierings, 
and common hopes. And muft it not be the fanle Hill ? 
for" all that will live godly in Chrifl Jefus muft fuffer per
u fecution." If they are not perfecuted with the f\vords, 
they :fhall be perfecuted \vith the tongues of 111el1. 1~hey 
have the firongeft motives to love one another, and no· 
thing to divide thern, for there can be 110 rivaHhip or jea
loury bet\veen thore who poffers or court the "true rich ... 
·'es." There is enough in an al1 ... fufficient God to fatisfy 



., .. ~ ...... " 

the de6re~ of al! lais f~ints; and t!:e~· b~:!l!.! illtinllteJy 
united to the one (lilly iiving and true God, mun of con· 
~'<Jucncc be united to one :moth~r. rrhis is the tenor of 
tileir Saviour's intercdfory prayer: "·l'h:tt they all ma~t 
" be one, as tJ10U, l'atllcr, art ill Ole" 311,11 ill t!~ce; tllat 
h tnty alio may be one in us: that the: w(lrlll may h ... :Ii~\·c 
" that thou han rent me. ..t\nd the glo"'y ,,:hidl thou :~a,·dl 
" me, I have given them: that they may u;: one, cn:n 
" as \\~e arc one. I in tIlelo, allc) t}IOll ill 111e, t:j,~t they 
IS may be made perfett in onc, and that the \H,rltl may 
-.. kno\v that thou hall iellt fIle, allC) Jlafl lo\teu tItell'- as 
., t110U hafllovcd me."'" 

.... 

CON C L U S ION. 

I SHALL now dofe this difcourfe with fome praCtical 
improvement of there important truths. Several re

fleCl:iolls ha\ye, indeed, already been interwo\'en \\1ith the 
• 

particular branches of the fubject, and the light which they 
thro\v on other parts of religion pointed out. I filall, 
tllerefore, at this time, Olll}' make a fe\v ol)fervations up
on the whole, and proceed to a ferious addrers to all my 
readers on this moft interefiing fubjeCl:. And, 

1ft, }t'rom the \Tarious truths above efiablifhed, and the 
order in which they have been opened, we may fee the 
indifiolubll,! cannexion bet\\~een fal\~ation by the grace of 
God, and holinefs in heart and con\'erfation. lV e may 
fee their equal importance all(} tlleir influellce upon one 
another. There are 111any \v11o attempt to divide thofe 
things which God hath infeparably joined. Many infiil 
of!ly on tlle duties of tIle law of God and our natural 
obligations to obedience; and a,re harc}ly brollght to allY 
nlenticn of the rightcoufnefs of Chrifi, as the ground of a 
finner's acceptance before God. Nay, lome lCruple net 
to affirm that the doCtrine of juftification by free grace, or 

• J h -. 21') 0"'" o n XYtl. 21, N) "'~. 
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righteouiilefs, weaken:; the obligation to hoJinefs, and 
tends to introollce ]il~el)tioufilef5 of pracl.ice. .But from 
,,"hat hath been faid in the above difconrfe, we may learn, 
not only in general the ahiolute neceffity of a change, but 
ho\\· thi~ Ranus conne8ell \\~it}l tJle purchafe 3n(1 gift of 
£llvatioll, the chara(~er and \"ork of a Re(leemer. It \\~ill 
plainly appear~ that a change in fome refrcas is nccetl"a-Y 
to bring us to, and in others is the neceffary efl'ea anti 
t~onfeqaence 01: the acceptance of falvation. 

I ha\'t: ell(le3\·orecl itl tile preceliing pages to {he,,,-, that 
a dirco\"c1}~ of the nature and glory of (;0(1, anc} of tIle 
infinite evil of fin, is at'[oIutel}· necetrary, in of(ler to our 
eit!ler un{lerftall(liJl~ or relifllillg the cloftrine of tl~e cro!S. 
"rhat is this theIl, bllt a ch~\nge beglln? l\·ltlft not the (10-
minioll of fin in evcr}t ruch perron Ilave received a mOltal 
blol.V ? Doth any thing lnore (lireBly ten(l to Jlolincfs, 
tllan to fee the po\\yer 3.11(1 glory of a holy God, and ho\v 
" evil and bitter a thillg" it is to depart from him? On 
the other hand, is it not neceffary to complete the change, 
that there be a fenre of reconciliation and peace? " Can I. two w~k together except they be agreed:" Can any 
perfon li\:re in tIle IO\1e allO fervice of God, ,\yJliJe lle con. 
cei\TCS llilll to be his ent~111~Y, alld ftlppofes himfelf flill the 
object of his wrath and difpleafure? But fuppofing this 
reconciliatioll obtained, let 111e bol<lly aik, \Vhat nloti\~e 
to holinefs in all manner of converfation, equal to the 
force of redeeming love? Judge, 0 Chrifiian~ will any 
cold reafoning on the nature and beauty of virtue ha,'c 
fnch an effeCt in mortifying corruptions, as a believing 
\o"ie\v of a piercecl Saviollr? '\?here fi1a!1 l\'e fine} fo f'litlJ.
ful, fo active, fo cllearflll a fervant of Go(l, as Olle \\'110 
joins with the apoftle Paul in faying, h I am crucified 
" \\,itll Cllrifi: nC\Tert11elcfs I live; )~et not I. but Chrifi 
" li\~eth in me: and tIle life \vhicll I no\\:- live ill tlle fItlll, 
,~ I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
" and gave himfclf for me."* Faith in Chrifi Jefus never 
can tak<." place in any heart, unlefs there has been an in-

~ (f 1 .. no 
. 1~. 11. , .~ 
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ttTlla! \'~f)rl of tIle ~r .. rit of GoJ teli';\·ill~ of Jliln; allti . . . 

thtrc is no efit:tluai p"'nt;;ple of ne\\' 'Jbcd:.:u~e. but f:&ith 
\\"JJil'll \\'orkt:th~ l'}' )o,-e:. 

2. \Vhat has been ~a;d abo\-e, will ien-e to explain rome 
controverfit's with "hich the trutlls of the ~O!ild h~tn! 
lx'ell of tell <tarkellcll ~ll\.l Jkrll)cxet); I):trlicui~~rl~· tl:(lj~ 
r-.;Jatillg to tIle priorit)"l or right of l)rc.:<.c:J\!11C~·, fo to jpc:ak~ 
between faith and repentance. Som~ tn"ke rt"pcni3nce, 
that ;s, .. IS tIle}" e~ Illail) it, forro\\p ior fin, ferious re1oJu:i
on!> of for!akin~ it, and beg.un reformation, the joint 
grOtlll~ls of our ctt:ccptarlt~e, ,,"it:l tIle Illcrit of a SavioLr. 
·J'tlefe, ,\~itJl great pJalllit)jjity, fiatt! tIle Illattcf tllUS: 'l'hat 

, oar fincerity is accepted through the f.ltisiaClion of ehrili, 
infieall of tllat l)~rlctt obcdicllce to \\-jlich \\-e call1lot l!O\V 

.ttta.ill; and, \V~lt:n take11 in a cert~lill !igllt, this aifertioll 
is ut1tlOllbtcdl}, tfllC. Otllcrs, (Ii kerning tIle falfllood til at 
may lurk under this reprefcntation, and tearing the confe
quences of e\rery 1elt:righteous plan, are tempted to go to 
the oppofite extrellle. 1'hat tht:y n)igh~ fhew lalvatioll to 
be wholly of grace, fome have even prefumed to uie this 
harD) an(l unfcriptural expreffioll, tJlat it is 110t lleceffary 

- to forfake fin in order to COOle to Chrilt. I could f}l~\\J a 
fenle in which this alfo is true, even as it is not neceffary 
to forfake )-Ollf (li!~afc, ill order to apl>ly to tIle ph)'fit:iall. 
Bllt if it is not Ilccel1i\ry tu for1ake it, I am flare: it is tlc

ce[arYl in both C~\ttSt to llate it, and. (letir~ dcli\'erance 
from it. 

rl'his difficulty \vill be eafilv foI\'etl fror~l ,rllat 11:4s been 
• J 

hlid in tIle precee.iing parts of tIllS treati!~, alld \\~C nlay 

learn to prelen-e the tflAth, without expofing it to the fcorn 
or rc::lentment 0; its ene'lli<:s. 'file r<:auer nlay obf~r\"e, .. 
then, tllat nOlle can fee tile forln or cOlnt:lillefs of a Sa\"i. 
our ilal1clil1g in the roonl of finllers, atld pUTcilafillg fort' 
givenefs from a holy God, till the glory of this God is tIit: 
covered, till the guilt of lin lays hold of the conitience, alld 
its po\ver is both felt ancllanlel1ted. 1~ilis may, perl~aps be 
callell rcpellt~tnce., and I belie\'e it is callell fo fonlelillles ill 
the holy fcriptures, particularly in the following paifage: 
"Repent ye, therefore, and be converted, that your fins 
" mly be Glotlcu Ollt, ,\11~11 the tilnes of refrcfllirag fijdll 



&& come from tl1e prd~nce of the Lord."" . But the finn~r 
does not fa properly forf:\ke fin in order to come to Chrill, 
as he tJii!s to hiln tor (lciivCTallCC from its c~)!l{lt:mning 
y,uilt and enf1:lving power. He is fo far from c()lllill~ !o 
God with a gifl in l.is hanll, even of his own pray crs and 
penitential tears, that his conviaions contiuue to follow 
him, if I may fpeak 1'0, through every lurking f:t.i(;e~ tiB he 
;; tntire1y fubjt:(.-:e(:, till he! is ftrir~ naked and b3re, and 
deprived of every fhadow of excufe. l"then it is that fal
vation through a dcfpifed crucified Sa\'iour becomes un
fpeakably amiable in aU it parts, fin becomes mere per
feell)" hateful, and an affurcd profpefr is ohtained of its im
melliate mortificatioll, and, ill dlle time, of its ctltire anli 
complete dcfiruaion. Thus faith and repentanc-e are in
"oIved in one another, they produce, and are produced 
by one another. They may be treated of diftinaly, but 
they cannot exift feparate1y. So that whenever any of 
them is found alone, or Hands independent of the other, 
that very thing is a fufficient evidence that it is ialfe and 
ipurious. 

3. From wha.t has been faid on this fuhjetl:, we may 
he enabled to judge what are the funclanlental and effential 
dotlrines of the gofpeJ, to which all others are but fubordi. 
nate and fubfervient. Regeneration, or the New Birth, 
we are warranted to fay, after the example of our Saviour, 
is abfolutdy necefiary to falvation: U Except a man be 
h born again, he cannot fee the kingdOJn of God. H If 
any UlJ.ll, therefore, depart from this truth, he makes fhip
\vreck of tIle faitll, al1d \\·ill <It Iaft be fOlll1(1 to tight agaillfl 
GOll. It is alfo plain, that the reconciliation of a !inntl' 
to God nmfl be through the blood of the atonement: 
" For other foundation can no man lay, than that is laid, 
" which is Jeflls ChriH. "t If any man hold by, and 
build upon, this great foundation, he fhall be finally ac
cepted, though many things may be found in himjufiIy 
blame-worlhy. Nor is it ealy, indeed, to fay what dtgree 
of error and mif.'lpprehenfion concerning there truths 
themfclves, may be confifient with abiding hy the Illb-
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i~ .. n~e. Hut certainly all \ .. -ho din:«ly and openly oppofe 
thC:lll, nla)- b~ ':,id " to bring in (lillnlnabl~ heretics, eveQ 
.. d~ny!.l~ tb: LON that bou)!ht thelu, and to brillg upoD 
~t t!~t:llll~1 \'cS f\\·i!~ delirllct!Oll. ,'. 

rj'il:S 111 .. \)- t\!-l('h us, \\'hat judglneot CllrifiiallS OUgl1t to· 
form of the Ill~\lly parties alld 1aaiollS ¥l!!i«;ll divide: tho 
\·ifi~)Jc cllllr~h. TJ1~re nla)' be flilaller diifc:n.:ll~~S, \\Pilich 
l~~~l) t:l~ln aftlnJt:r Oi\ earth, \vhile, ill faith an(! in )O\-C 

to ail unfeen Saviour, they are perfcclly unitt:d. " .. .: are 
tolil tllat Go~i ill:!ll gather his eletl fron) the Jour \Villlls, 
Clil{ithat " Illany fu,lII COllle from the eatl and ,,·eft, and 
u lhaU fit tlown~ with Abraham, and ffaac, and Ja,ob, in 
" the kingdom of heaven."t I always think with Dluch 
pleafure 011 the perf~a union of this great and !:,'Cnenu ~: 
lembly of the church of the firJl born. ~fhen, aU other 
diftillCl:ions, all other dcfignations, ilial) be abolifhed, alld 
thole filall ~llake Olle pure all(} unllli:<ed fociet}·, \~'llO llavc 
recei\?ed ,~ a white fiolle alld a ne\\· llalne," and \, \\·}lQ[e 

,~ names are \vritten in the Lalllb's book of lite. " 'rho 
profpett of this fbculd keep us from immoderate reft:nt. 
In~nt, at pref~nt) againfi any of whom we ba"e rea!on to 
thir:J;. that they· 1101t1 the f!>undation, ~e acquaillted \vitll 
real aild prattical religion, or have llau eXl)eric11ce of a 
fa ,,-i 11g cllal1ge. 

No ,nan, indeed, can deny it to be juft, that every one 
fhoultl end.;:a\'or to fupport th21t plan of the dildpline and 
governmt::nt of the church of Chriil, and even the minutetl 
plrts of it, ,vhicll appea.r to him to be fOUllde(1 UpOll tIle 
\\lorli of Goel. But liill found doCtrine is more to be ei: 
teetllt'(l tllall an)' form." Still \ve ought to confider the ex .. 
cellellce of ellery I)articular forn1, as COllfi!ling in its fitnefs 
to promote or pre1~rve the knowledge of the truth, and to 
carry 011 a \vork of illumination, C011ViCtiol1, an(} conver. 
fion: to the faving of the foul. 'Vould any ChriUian 111ew 
that he is of a trllly catholic (lifl¥lfition, let llilll difco\"er a 
greater atta.chment to tbofe even of different denominati. 
ons, who feem to bear the image of God, than to profane 
perions, be their apparent. or pretended principles what 
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they " .. ill. Let us]»y fome regard to other din; !aions, 
but Rill the greatrft regard to the mon important. ( f all dif. 
tinaions, that of faints and finllers. 

4- As tl!is great difiin6ion divides the whole hllman 
race, and is fo very important in its confequence!, let me 
eameftly intreat every one who perufeth this tn atife, to 
bring the nlatter to a trial with re~rd to himfdf. Anfwer 
this queRion in ferioufilefs .. Whether do lau belol g to the 
one clafs or the other? 'V e are dropping into t! e grave 
from day to day, and our nate is fixed beyC'nd a· -y 110m. 
bility of cnange. "\\tnat afionifhing foUy to con :inue in 
uncertainty whether we fh~1I go to heaven or hen, ,,,he. 
ther we fhall be companions of angels, or affociates \\"ith 
blafpheming devils, to all eternity. Nothing .. t~f!refore, 
can be more falutary, than that you make an it )partial 
karch into }90ur prefent chan8:e! and nate. If}- ~ll ha\~e 
ground to conclude that you are at peace "'ith Gc.j, what 
an unfpeakable fource of joy and confelation? t" otber. 
wife, there is no tinlc to lofe in haftening from tl t brink 
~f the pit. May I not with fome c()nfid~nce m: le this 
demand of every reader, that he would fet apart fome time 
and apply with vigour and eamefinefs to the ,juty of 
felf-examination? Is not this d~mand reafonable !" '\lnat 
injury can you fuffer by complying with it ~ '\111 confci~ 
ence permit any to continue unreproved in tlle flegleB of 
it? Have you read fo much on the fubjea of regen<:ration, 
and are y~ou unwilling to reap the benefit of it ? l~t ellery 
one, without exception, take IIp Qf rene\V this gr and en
quiry, U Am I in Chrift? That is, am I a New Creature 
" or not? Am I a child of God? or do I nil} con~inlle all 
" heir of hell ?,J 

s. As it is more than probable there w1l1 be fome read. 
ers who are, or have reafon to fufpeCt, themfelves unre_ 
newed, I \\·ould now CORle as all ambaffador fr001 ehrift, 
and endeavor to negociate peace. \Vherefore" as though 
" God did befeech yon by me, I pray you in ehrin's 
" Read, be ye reconciled unto God."" '\Tbile I attempt 
:this, I defire to do it under a jull impreffion of the great 
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cmJ principal truths, \Vhich ha\"e been illuflrated on this 
fubjt::t1., I know that this change is a work of the Holy 
Spirit of grdce; that he only can bring a clean thing out 
of an unclean; that without his dfc:tlu.: bleffing, the 
'~:areft :ll.(i moll c:#oclufive reaioning dire8ed to the un. 
t.;~rflanding, the oloft warm and pathetic application to the 
atrc:aions, \Vill be altogether £·uitlefs. 1 know that great 
natural abilities are often perverted and =lhufed, that th~ 
ioundell rearon in worldly tllillgs, and ,'. ~ nlofi brutifh 
folly in matters of eternity, are often joined tog ether.. That 
men m~y be learned fcholars, eminent politic:ans, aaive 
Jnerchants, ikiJful tradefinen, and yet blinded finners, 
whom no inflru6:ion can enlighten, \\·hom no warning 
can alarm. Bllt I know and believe, at the fame time, 
that God " whom I fc:rve with my fpirit in the gofpel of 
" his Son," is able to make " his \\'ord quick and power
" ful, fharper than a two· edged fword, piercing even to t~ 
" di\-iding afunder of rou1 and fpirit, and of the joints and 
" marro"p, and a difcerner of the tllOUghts and intents nf 
" the heart. "- Tbere is an exprefs appointment that tlie 
wicked 1baU " receive warning, I' and in this way alone 
the \\9atchman call ,~ deliver his own foul." It is allo. a .. 
glecable to reflea that when God giveth" a door of u
" terance," he is alfo otten pleafed to give " a door of faith," 
which I pray may be the cafe with nlany wh~ read this dif. 
courfe, for Chrift's fake. 

Let me, therefore, repeat in your ears this truth, and 
nlay God Almigllty by his Spirit carry it to your hearts, 
tllat " except a man be borll again, he cannot enter into 
" tIle kingdom of God." E\~ery ClliJd of Adam, by na
ture, is at enmity with God, and mun either be renewed 
ill tIle fllirit of his nllnd, or perifh eternall},. It is of no 
confequence what you are as to outward nation, if you are 
not reconciled to God; it is of no confequence what you 
are as to outward profeffion, if you are not inwardly 
changed. God is no refpecter of perions, and, therefore. 
\vhether )~OU are high or lo\v, rich or poor, whether you 
~re of one denomination of Chrifiians or another, if yon 
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have not been the fubje8:s of a renewing and fanBi(ving 
work of the Holy Spirit, you aTe children of \\'rat}l. allci, 
if yon die in that condition .. ml,;tl I.' go a,,·ay into eO"crlafi. 
" iog punifhment. " To refle8: ierioufly but for a few 
moments on this fruth, and that everyone of us 1S fo deep~ 
ly concerned in it, one would think mi;.:ht be fufiicient to 
alarnl u:- al.: either for ourfel\tes or for others, or for both. 
Who cruld imagil1~ that this weak fl~fh) fo frail ill its na-

t... 

ture, and fo eafily takt,;!~ to pieces, fhould yet fo harden 
us againft the impreffion of approaching eternit~·: But is 
there any hope of relief? Yes there is, anci that as univer. 
fal as the danger. Thp. commiffion is unlimited, h Go 
,~ ye into all the world, and preach the GOSPEL to every 
" CREATURE."· 

Iii ulller to make this exhortation the more difiina and 
elfeClual, I lhall endeavor to addrefs it in a particular and 
feparate manner to the following c1affes: The Rich and 
the Poor; the Young and the Old; the Se1f~righteous and 
the Chief of Sinners. 

I would preach the everlafiing gofpe1 to the Rich and 
Ailluent, on whom (as the \\Porld choofes to exprefs it) for. 
tune f.niles, \\·ho are ,veIl and plentifully fllpplied \~/ith 
every prefent conveniency. The prophet Jeremiah, in 
trying the fuccefs of his meffage, fays, " I will get me un· 
" to the great men, and will fpeak tlnto thenl."t It is, 
indeed. a matter of no fnlall diffictllty often to perfuade 
fuch to hear the truths of the gofpel. Let them not be of. 
fended while I mentioll tIle \vords of our bleffecl Saviour~ 
" Verily I fay unto you, that a rich man 'fhall hardly en
" ter into the kingdom of heaven." And again, H I f.1.y 
" unto you, it is eafier for a camel to go through the eye of 
" a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king;clom 
" of God.'" ~ \Vhen the world is pleafant and inviting, 
it is ready to ingrofs our attention, to po{fefs our efieem I 
and to attraCt Otlr homage. Worldly grandeur is very 
ready to infpire the mind with pride and fdf.fufficiency, 
which is, of aU other things, the moft defiruaive of real 
religi<m, and which is particu1arly oppofite to the hum-
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bling and felf-ahafing doarine of f31vation by grace. The 
great and £,nlionable \\'orld js fl:ill in danger of the offence 
of the erols. l)~nying themfe)\'es, bearing profane fcorl1\ 
mortifying the fiefh, loving' and follo\\1ing a crucific:u mar. 
ter, are hard leffons, indeed, to men of wealth and aBlu. 
ence. 

But fufFer me to warn all ruch, not to "trufi in uncer .. 
"tain richts." Place not your happinefs in fo unllable 
a poffeffion. How fl.-ong, as wen as ho\v juil, the wife 
man's exprt:ffions! "\Vilt thou f~t thine eye's upon that 
u \vhich is not: for riches' certainly make thelnfc:lves 
" wings, they fly aw,lY as an eagle towards heaven."*
Behold, J preach the ~ofpeJ to you, and ofFt:r yon the tnle 
riches. Ho\\/ever pride ITlay nlake yOll fondly flatter 
yourfelves, however your greatnefs or wealth may deter 
others from treating you with plainnefs and fincerity, you 
are finnt!r~ of the race of Ad:tnl, you are Ion in him by 
nature, you are tranfgreffors in pra8:ice, and liable to di
vine wrath, from which there is no fhelter but in the 
blood of Chrift. I t is but a very little ti lne that your 
worldly greatnefs can endure. Death thall \\'rite vanity 
on all created glory ; and nothing eIre ihall fcreen you 
frool the wrath of the Alnlighty Judge in the Ian and great 
day. There the rich and the poor, the prifoner and the 
opprtffor, {hall {land upon a level before the 1\1aker of 
thenl all. Elnbrace theTl, while YOll may, the mercy of 
God. Put on the fpotlefs robe of your Redeemer's righte. 
oufnefs, and value it more than purple and fine linen, 
or the mon cofily attire. Seek the bread of life which 
came down froln heaven, and value it more highly than 
the moft film ptuOtlS and de) icate fare. He not afhamed of 
a crucified Saviour. Endure \vith a noble firmnefs the 
difdainful fmiles of a fcoffing world. O! how amiable is 
the union of high Ration and piety, honor and humility, 
wealth and felf-denia1, with a refolute profeffion of the 
gofpel! Bleffed is the memory of Jofeph of Arimathea, an 
honorable man, and a counfellor, who boldly begged, and 
honorably interred the bP<ly of our Lord, after it had been 
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crucified at the infii~ation of corrupt priefis, :mu pierced 
by the inhumanity of brutal fokliers. l\-Iay tIte Lord God 
of natur~ blefs alld increafe }"Otlr fU"Jfiance, and make 
every thing you do to profper, but in his mercy deliver 
you from defpifing the gofpel, nying impeni(ent, and lift. 
iog up }'our e}·es in tormellts. 

2. Let me preach this gofpel to the Poor. It \V3S the 
glory of the gofpeI that it was preachc:d to the Poor, and 
given by our Saviour himfelf as one of thf marks of the 
l\Ieffiah's arrival, that "the gofpel ,vas preachecl to the 
" Poor." v'P ery fuitable ,,'as this to their flate, go()(l ne\\'s 
,\'ere l)TOllght to theln in their (lilire1s, But tllink not, 
l\1y brethren, that your being poor is enough ofitfdf. It 
lllay, indeed, prefcrve }~OU froID mailY temptations to 
,vhich the rich are expofed, and it ough:, one would think, 
to connrain you :0 f~ek to be rich towards God. But, 
alas! this is not al\\lays the cafe, and, \vhen it is other
\vife, 110\\' does it olake every confiderate heart blee(l \vith 
compa-flion and tendemefs! ()! unhappy they who are 
both poor and profane, miferable in time and miferable to 
eternity, defpifed on earth, and outcc.fts forever.. Pitia
ble cafe il1deed ! 

But does not the Sa'Jiour of finners befeech you to be 
recollciled unto Gotl. He intreats you to COOle unto 'lim 
that YOlI olay· ha\'e life. He regardeth not the perfons of 
m~n, but values a preciolls imlnortal fpirit as mllel) ill a 
mean cottage as in a fplendid palace. 'Y

9

0l1r rags and na
kec:lnefs can be no hindrance to your (\btaining his t-a\;or. 
He COilnfe]s you "to hlly of him gold tried in t~e fire, 
" tllat YOtl olay be rich; and \\'hite raiment, that }'OU m,\y 
" be clothed." But O! confider that you are natura!ly 
much more loathfome by fin than by poverty. IIumble 
yourfelves deeply in the fight of God, Fly for refuge to 
lay holli of the hope let before YOll. Accept of a free Ilar
don of all }?our fins through the blood of Cllriil, an(} of 
his Holy Sl~irit to enable you, to love ao(l ferve binl. Re
joice in your ponion as all.fuflicient and full, and in the 
covenat1t af peace, as "ordereti in all things, al1d fure." 
Go in the Ipirit of adoption to your reconciled Father ;n 
Chrifi) an~ a1k of him your daily bread. Do not envy 
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the profperity of others; fince it is not material whether 
you fhall live in plenty and fleep 011 :l bed of down, or 
live ~n flraits and lie on a dunghill, complred to \\'hlt 
Hlall becorrie of }:ou fore\9t:r. But, abo\-e all, be 110t 10 
mad as to ellV}'" fillilcrs aft unfanCtifie{1 profperity. R.~her, 
;,vhell }'OU fec a n1an of Ol)ulc.nce dciilifing the fabbath, or 
hear a \Vretell in a gilctl!(l chariot protailing ilis Creator~s 
name, be ready to fay, "Shan I complain of po\-erty, 
" \vhen n1y Lor(l alld mafier )lad not \vhere to I'1Y his 
" Ilcad? No, let me, on the C()lltrar}F, b1eis tllat ad~;eriity 
" \Vllicll caute~J Ole to conficler. Let me be \·ery th~\nkftil 
( for th:!.t hUfllble flatioll \,~Iljcll gl\·CS nle accets to cOin· 
" munion \\·itLl Gcd~ and dots Ilot ~··aJle nl): time with 
" crouds of company. \\--ho knoweth whether I lLould 
" have retained my integrity, if 1 had been confiantly fur. 
" rounded with profane gaiety, f\vimming in pleafure, 
(, befieged by flatterers, folicited by f~nfllalins, bdet with 
" temptations? 0 that I Inay be poffc:ffed of the pearl of 
" great price, reconciled to God, united to Chriil, adorned 
" with Divine grace, and that I may be 01Y Redeemer's 
" at his fecond COmiJ1g .. " 

3. I would preach the gnfpc1 to thQfe who are but yet 
ill the Mornillg of life. 1"'his is tIle Inoil }lled.lallt atld 
llopeful part of a lllinifler's \vork. Happ}~ arC! }'OU, n1y 
dear Children, \vho have be~11 fo early called into God's 
vineyard, but infinitel)' nlOTt! llappy, if }'OU are in\,'"arJly 
alld fully determiIlefl to COOlp!}' \\"ith tIle call. 1 beieccil 
}You ,~ Retnelllber your Creator in the da}'s of }7our }'Ollth, 

" ~/llile tile evil days come not, nor tIle }1ears dra\\- Ili.S!l, 
" when you thall fay you have no pleafure in them."·
Early piety is exceeding lovely in the eyes of the fober 
part of Illallkind, highly acceptable to Goel, and \viII be 
infiniteiy profitable to yourfelves. Be not enticed with 
the deceitful promifes and falfc! pretences of \\·orldly ell. 
joyments, which are 1'0 ready to inflame your paffiolls, 
and IQ warmly folicit your love. Believe the teitimony 
of aUt without exception, who have gone betore yell, and 
have left this record \\'ritten on crea\ed cOlniorts, that 
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they are "van~ty and \'exation of fpirit." Belie\'e it, 
you have entered on a world of fin and forrow. YOlt 
Ula)' feel the early flirrings of corrllption in }'ourfe}\-es, 
aild fee its maniieft arId nlaniJol(1 fruits, both in )·our. 
ft:l\7es al1d others. Alas! are tllere not fome }'OUIlg per
fons wl!o le,lrll, as their fir~l language, to bJafpJleme tlleir 
Maker's name? l\Iany-? children who canllot \vork, are 
expert in finning. Alas! your hearts are naturaIiy filr 
from God. You" go aUray as loon dS you are born, 
'\ freaking lies." 

Be perfuadec1, therefore~ to flJ to th~ blood of Chrifi, 
tIle llrecious blood of Clirill, "\\')10 )o\-ed J-OU, and ~\·e 
" himfelffor you," He died upon the crofs to rave you 
froln the hell \vhic!l }~OU ha\7e deler\'ed b}' )'our lins; alld 

-lle graciollll}: in,:ites you, tl)Jin~, "Suffer the little chil. 
~1 drt:n to come unto me, alld forbid them llot, for of ruth 

a 

""is the kingdom t)f Cod."· B!dred are thofe children, 
\Vl10, like their Saviour, ad,7ance ill \\;jfdorn as ill flature, 
~nd ~'in favor with God and man. n Let young periOllS 
in gener~l remember, as they are growing up, that aU the 
early opportu~ities of inflrllciion which they have enjoy-

. ed, efpecially filch as ha\'e been brought ur under tht: in. 
fpetlion of pious parents, will grc:atly aggravate their guilt, 
iftl1ey COlltilllle to (l~lpife tlleln, For this reafoll lolne, I 
wiih I could not f~y many, are old in fin, when they are 
hut young in years. ",Therefore .. without further delay, 
betake ,?ourfelves to Go(l ill Cllrifi; lcarn and lo\!e ,J!Qur 

~ . 
Redeemer's name, and let the lile that vou live in the fle1l1, 
be a life of faith on tIle ~)on of Go~i ~nd on),' Sa\,iour of 
the world, Y cur early entr.lnce on a rdigfous life will 
nlal~e ):Oll regular, ellabliflled, ufcftll, fruitful Chrifiialls. 
If you are to continue long in the , .. orId, it wiH greatly 
~'olltribute to the i\VeetTlers alld ferCllit" of life; an(l if it 
be the will of God that you fllould die" fOOll , it will make 
VOll llleet for tIle irl11erit311ce of tIle fitints in Jigilt. rrllere . . . 
is fomething very terrible !ll the death (ofttn t~le unex. 
pected death) of young perfons. in the bloom or middle of 
life, plunged in f~nfuality, inflamed with tuU) and bent 



c:~ !:;1 vf tVtf\· ki.lll. But, blefied b: God, ~re are 31fo 
'em:! a~i'~~.1~}:~ i!.!l.ult:~s of Jouug J~il:ts quickly rip.;n:cI 
by tli\t~u,: grac~, thn.r~ughly mellowed hy early afBidi('n, 
rdign!::~ the worM, not with fubmiffion only, hut plcafure. 
anCl t~king wiu~ to a land of fell and ~ace, \\here u the 
" inJla!lit~nts thai I not fa)·, I am lick :" alld " the people 
" tilat II \vell thereill thall be forgi\"ell tl:eir iniquit)~ .. ~'" 

4. I muft nuw prr:ach the golpel to thofe ,,-ho 3re Old. 
who ha..-in~.:t gon:: throu~h many \·iciGtutle~ are ~.haps 
totteri))g ll)1O.1 ih\! brink of the grnye, and d~""ing n~ar to 
., the houfe appoillt\.:~l fo.- &lllli."ing." .:\n(1 I do it bec2ule 
my o!fi\;e oblibt!s nl~ to pr::ach the gofpd to e\-ery creature. 
rrhere is but little p)eafure in addreOillg fuc.h, bec:1ufe 
tht!re is bu~ litti~ hope cf fuccefs.. 1\I~y I n~t fuppotc:, 
th:lt fo:ne one, or more, may be led to perufe this tlifcourfe, 
\\-:10 ha\ge Ill:ll1}~ years refilled tIle calls of the gnfFI, and 
have ~t:n IOllg accullonletl to do e,·i:. '\·Ilat caure: ha\·e 
}"cu to ac.lalire tlle mercy of GoJ, that you are not 110W 
" in tIle lake \\~llich llurns \\Lith fire and brimftone I~r e\-er· 
" more?" Have you not foUowed many of yOUT equals 
ill age to the chllrch-}-arcl, and cotnmitted their bodies to 
the (tuft? 'v-hat prt'parati(\o have )"ou made~ in confe
qllence of tIle reprieve ~ijo\jeti you, alltl the adlnollitiDllS 
~i\"en you? Hea.r lrlen, once more, rile joyful fouud: Be
lic~e in the naille of the Soil of GaL, that vou m~v ba,·c 

.I • 

lit~ through his n~me. Fly to his blood, that you Dlay 
ohl:till tIle for bivel~efs of }~Ollr fins, ::.r. d an illt.eritance d
nlon~ theln \\-ho are fanaified. He, a nd none elfe, is able 
to deliver you.. Cry to him, that he may bre .. \th~ upon 
tIle dl)· bolles, alld the}· fhalilive. rrh\lugh you are hard. 
ened in profanity, though you are hero~ted ill fenfu~1ity, 
though eartbly-mindednefs has overfpread ycu like a lep. 
rOir, his right-hanJ alld Ilis 110I}· artl} '.\,iI1 get him ~he vic· 
tory. He is able to create you anew unto good ".,·orks; 
anll, as }rOll are aJready Dlonumc:nts of his patience alld 
forbearance, to make you to eternity the happy monu
nlents of his fovereign and almighty gnce. Is there now 
any remaining objeUion! Is there yet any room for far. 

If. xxxiii. 2 .. , 

Kk 
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!her delay? -Hath not time fhed its hoary hairs upon your 
beads, and dra\vn its furro,,·s upon ~'our bro\vs? l\{ake 
haRe then, anll fly for l-our lives, left you lie (lown in for-
ro"·, an(1 make your bed in hell. , 

s. Let me preach the gofpel to the Self-righteouc;. By 
the (elf-righteous, I nlean thofe \vho trufi in an ollt,Yard, 
lifelefs form of duries, in a charaCter formed upon \\'or1clly 
prudence, and a few of the moft common offices of civi
lity between DIan and nlan; efpecialiy thofe, if any fuch 
hAve perfifted in reading this difcourfe to the c1ofe, who 
defpife the -d08rines of the grace of God. Do any of you 
lean to the fafhionable fcherne of irreligiolls, pretended 
morality; and when you are at Eberty, treat the doCtrine 
of free gnce, -and of Chrift·s righteoufnefs and merit, with 
contempt and fcorn. As the full foulloatheth the honey
comb, Co the felf-righteous foul fpurns at tbe riches of di
'Vine mercy, and likes not the inceffant repetition of the 
name of Chrift~ Your guilt is of the darkeft and deepeft 
dye. Your danger it is impoffible to conceive or exprefs. 
What ,"jews have ):ou in dra,;ling ·near to a )lOly God in 
folemn worlhip? Or what meeting do you expeCt with 
Oed, when be fitteth upon the throne of his holinefs in the 
day of judgment? ·Do youe\rer, though in the flighteft 
manner, make confcienc~ oftlle duty of felf-examinatioll ? 
May I not have fome hold of you by that q!larter? What 
fatisfaBion ha\~e J·OU in }~Ctlr O\Vll Ilearts? Dare )You tell 
us now what paffes there? 0 the power of felf-deceit! You 
would be co\yered with confufion, did but the ,vorld J::tlO\V 

~he foul pollution that Jodges ,,~ithin }~ou: ho,v much lefs 
!nall you be able to nand, the aria and impartial judgment 
of ~e great Searcher of hearts ? 

Do but -open the book of God, and \vhat pag~ \\,ill not 
condemn you? ~rllis fentellce {lands uncancelled againft 
you, " Curfed is everyone, that continueth not in all 
" tllings tllat are written in the book of the la\v to do them. 
U Out of your I)~"n mouths will you be judged, ye wick. 
" ed fen" ants. Thou that makeft thy boaft of the law, 
(' through breaking the Jaw, difhonoreii thOll Gall ?', 
Bring fortlt your boafted morality, and let it be put to 
the trial. ~\~in you, or dare you fay, " I have loved the 
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" Lord with all my he;1rt, with all my foul, with all my 
" mind, and with all my firength?,' \Vill you fay, I 
ba\7e Jove(l his \vorlhip, and ferved him in public, ill my 
family, and in feeret, and I hope h:: will accept of it? I 
thil~k I aln authori1~d to anfwer in his llame, " '\1 as it 
" \\'Orfllippillg me to be finging pfalills \vith )'our mouths, 
" anc} not once remeillbering their nlt:anillg? to be think. 
" ing of an IlunJrecl vain things \Vl1en }"OU were in the 
" houfl! (If God? 1'0 be praifing without thankfulnefs, 
" contefling without forrow t and alking bieffings without 
" defiring them; and to be more attenti\"e to the faces and 
U dreffes of others around you, than to the frarl ~e of your 
" own hearts? '\t as it hearing my word, to be critieifing 
" the nile and lnanner of the fpeaker, and laying hold, 
" with the utmoft eagernefs, of every improper motion or 
" ill-cllo(ell expreffio.n, as a fund of entertainment f~r your
U feh·es and your companions over your cups anP bowls? 
" Or do you call your carelef~, hafty, drowfy prayers, with 
" long illtermiflions, worfhippjng me in fecret 1" 

But perhaps you will rather choofe to truft to the duties 
9f the fecond table, an~ what you owe to your neighbour. 
Perhaps you will fay, I have been honefi: in all Iny deal. 
i.ngs, and never wronged any man : nay, I have ~en 
kind~d charitable, have dealt my bread to the hungry, 
and fuppI~e.~ the wants of the affiiCted and poor. I anfwer, 
in the name <?f God, "Many have been your defeCl:s even 
" in thefe duties; but fupp~fing it to be fo, you have not 
" (eared me. It migh~ be from pride, from fear of cen
"fure, fr9m pru~en~e; but it was not in obedience to 
" m~, f9r ~ was n9t in all your thoughts. 'Vas it your 
" <1uty t<? yoar neighbour, to m'lke ~ mock at his fins, to 
" le~d him into in~emperance, to defpife him in your 
U hear!s, and ridicule him in your converfation ?" III 
one word, do put e4amine all your \' righteoufnefl"es," 
th~y will "be found as filthy rags before God." Truft 
not in fuch a " refuge oflies."-The bed is {horter than 
, .. that a man Catl ftretch himfelf on it, and the covering 
"narrower than that he can wrap himfelf in it."" Be. 
liev~ it, there is no falvation in any other than in Chrift .. 

!¥ 11: l$. x. " iii. 20. 
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His atonin~ hlond will reconcile y{\U to (;oJ: hi~ !!r,lC~ 
ancl love \\~iJI cap~ivate )·our fou1s: Il~3 !~oJy _nil blcfr~(l 
Spirit will write his laws in your h~arts. Believe in him, 
and }-OU "tiil Ix: nlore hol)- than e~"~~, ~!l{l )"et llan(1 ail(\
nifhetl at )·our profane an(1 blil1() pr:d~ a~ld "~Jl:!~·. ]1~ 
,,-ill create in ,-ou a CiC.ll heart, all() \'oa \\'ill then l~~~f:l . ~ 

at the thou~ilts of )·our rem~ining pc~'lltinil. \,. ou ,-.'::1 
:tpply yourfdvt:s to his fC!f\'ic~ with z~al amI d;li~enrt:, 
all.:1 yet fiill ftty }"QU are unprofitable ft:r\"~nts. Oil;: \"!f:\\~ 
of the crofs of Cilrifl ""ill makt! fill nlr.r~ o.:li(J~IS til~n a 
thoufand fine dcfcriptions of the be(~ut~· of virtue', whi\:h 
c!lmmonly fen'e only to nourHh and f(.rti!~· t~e pridt: of 
mln. If ever )90U deiire to fee the lace of l : (hi in merc;)·~ 
or to dweU in his prefence, bdit.n: in CiuiJt, tt), thrfc: is 
no odler 'U:~ to the Father. 

6. In the lall place, fuff\:T me to preach the gofpd to 
tIle Chief offil1ners. It is t~!e glor}1t of ()Ut Re(iee:llcr, tll~t 
he ra~es " to the uttern)~(l all tll3t COllIe to G~i bv hilll.') 
The dignity of his perfon.. the greatnefs of his fuirerings, 
and the infinite ,~all!e of his atonenlellt founded on both, 
nlakes him "mighty to fave.)' L't Rich "noefs attend to 
tbis, \vhc are \\' itllout e~cufe, ,,'"hore Il~arts ha,·e been a 
fink of the greah~ft irnpurity, whore Ii\·cs are flt\ined with 
the fouleft alld grofiefi crilnes, \,-hofe fillS Ji3\:t beell nu .. 
merous and heinous, alld fcandalous; \\~ho ha,"e no plea 
to off~r, but are fenl.ble that tile}· ha\'e jllfiJy merited the 
\\"ratllof God in its utmofi rigor. Let fuch atten~i to this, 
as are trembling at the thoughts of a righteous jll(tgment, 
and raying, "It is a fearful thi~g to faJl into the hands of 
., the livitlg God. l\'Ien and llrethren, "'hat thall \t"e 
" do ?', Bellold, I bring yeu good tidings of )llerC)~ llO

tnerited, ~1.rdon unfolici(ed, a fuli and free rtmiffion of 
all your fillS. "J Ila\'e blotted- ullt tllille illiquities as a 
" ClOlld, and as a thick clou(l th" fins: refll''')) llnto n~e, 
" for I have redeemed thee." R~ceive tillS tdlimony, md 
" ret to your real that God is true." 
. Think not to do injury to the grace of God, by weaviuz 
a felf-rigl1teous cob\\'eb, and retllfillg to belie\-e, till )·Oll 

l~a\"e lai(l (10\\'n fOlne rllJes of a ne,,' life, ant} effetle(l fome 
parti:.1 refOr!!ll~ion, as if you would firIf r,,'.'e yourfeln:t, 
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that yon m~y he fit for fah'3tic!l hy Chriil. There hopes 
wi~i JOon be tlathed in pieces. Faith in th~ jll\I'l!tell rigllte
o,lflle:s CJfChrill i5 the fa.aller"s olll}- ple~. rJ'!le Ill~re ,-jlr 
'·("\l~ arc ill J-our 0\\' .. 1 al)l)reli~lll~(\ll, tIle nlorc I:.ct.d ~·ou 
h3.\"~ u to put on ChilO." The fubftquent chan~oe cf !~';:lJ1 
and prntl.ice muft be the effect of his power, is a part of 
his purch:lfe, and ougllt to be recei,-ed as his ~t;;OlIS gift. 
_~il\l I \\'ill \?entnre to forete), tllat i·Oll \\'ill make the 
~e~kr pro~ref~ in trp~ holineis, the Ids YOil are di:!lOfi:d 
to l)o~\!i oj: or to trufl in it. 

l"his, I appre~end,. is the gofpd itfelf, fiiled in fcrip
ture, \\ ith the hi~en propridy, the" bofpel of the grace 
~\ of Go:l .. " "(:hrift C3m~ not to c311 the rigJlteous, bllt 
c' 1!!ln~rS to reoent:lll(,~~"- If , .. ou \\'ill reI\- Otl hinl ftlr fal-- . . 
,\'atio:l, 11C \\'iil f),\:d abroa(l tIle love of God ill }-Ot:r hearts 
by the Ho!y Ghoft, \\"llich will be a powerful anJ operati,oe 
princip!c of new obedience. I befeech you, therefore, 
in the moil earneft manner, not to rej,--fi the counfd of 
Gcxl a~~\lnft )"ourfei,-es, Nothing can be Inore liberal, or 
Dlore gracif)tlS, than tIle offer of the gofpel: "I ,viII gi\'e 
" to llilll tllat is atlliril of tile fountain of the \vater of life 
" freel}-, ') There is no fin of fo deep a d\~e, or fo infecti. 
ous a tlain, but tIle blood of Chrifl is lufiicient to wafh it 
Ollt. tfhere is not any £a\"e of Satan fo loaded \\!"ith chains, 
hut he is able to ret him free. If you perifh, it is of your
felves. I have given you warning, trom a fincere and 
artietlt cOI,cerll for your everiaflirlg intereft; al1c.l nlay 
God himfd!~ forChriflts fake, by his Holy Spirit, effectu
ally perfl!~de you !o comply wit!l it. 



NO'1'E OF V'HE. EDlrrOR. 

[Dr. Witherspoon puhlisJled a s~pa~att v(J/t:.m~ of Sermons ,n th~ 
leading truths of tile gospel, '1~ilh th~ des:gll oJ formi.~" S01r.t-

thing like a cnnne8ed fyfienl of these truths. JIlt S'!'rtn,ns 

that 'ltJere thus published are Aept togel/ler in :/;i3 ed:·t :'on OJ'''' h:·.; 
!vor~s.-They begin 'lJ,1ith the disCClurse that im1ned:'ate£r f;:· 
lo'lvs, Oil Rom. iii. 23; and end 'tt'ith that erttit:ed " 06tdi~n't 
" Qtzd Sacrifice compare(l."] 

-.-
ALI~ l\IANKIND BY N ... ~TURE U~DER SIN. 

SERMON 1. 

-
ROMANS iii. 23. 

}~o,. all have sinllcd alzd come short of the g~IOl·y of God. 

T HE ,vIlole revelation of the will of God to nlankind, 
both in the Old Tefiament and the New, prOCi ~ds 

'upon the fuppofition that they are finners; that is to fa:.-, 
tranfgreifors of his law, anclliable to the !lroke of his jUi: 
,tice. This on1)7 can give meal1ing to the doClrille of l-e
{/,emption. None can underfiand, at lean none can relifh 
:Jr embrace it, unlefs they believe, and are perfuaded of 
this preliminary truth. 

What I have now faid, appears from nlany exprefs 
'p!.ffages 'of the-holy"fcri'ptures; and is particularly evident 
fronl the . general firain, and froln the very firuCture, of 
th~ 'epiftle -to the Romans. In it the apoUle, who had ne~ 
,'er been at Rome, gives a full and particular account of 
the ddctrine of Chrifi; and he Jays the foundation for this 
bya ditlinCl: and laboured proof, that all mankind, both 
Jews and Gentiles, are under sin. In imitation of his ex
ample, I intend to begin my difcourfes on praai=al'rcligi~ 
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on~ by endc3~'ori:l~ to ::npref~ your minds \\ !~l .. !~ni~ l,f 
tb~ fi'lll~ trtltil. l'l,is 'Ill)il i~atl the "'av til t~.~ f:l\-it!7 . ' 

knowkdgc of the R~de("~r ; ;u~d ~s :!e oniy c~n h",i!d 
~curdy, who takes (art: dmt e\~ery part of the J~.pe""irlu."
ture rell inll11t~li,~teJy or lllti Illatl' Iv Ut'llll~ t~.~ 1~:,~ll':~l:;vl'~~ 

~ • I--

it is as nc:cetT~ry !o i~ r~:r.clllt~~ ~)It j~il~ts, :lS tc, be rc~ 
ceived by fin!leIS. 

It may perhaps, (10 :\ i1i~ht "in\,\ ar~~:- to b: r~r.:r
fluoos. ' All n1311kitl(1,~ f(\n!~ ~\"ij) ['Y, 'arc rc,ld\- to ae .. . ~ 

, kno\\rJedgc that tlle}- are f!llllers; a:~{l tl:rre is ~Tt;at rea· 
( (on to believe tht .. )- a~e ti11(,~rc itl tilis Ct)11:tffi(~:~.' Bl!t .. 
my brerhrt!n, a lilt!c rc!1t:cl2c'1 I)l:l~· COn\'illCe }·Oll, th3t 
this gCI1eral ackno'~'le,l~nlt'l! is rither \·el}~ infincere, or 
very impertelt ant! tlet~ai\"e.. It is plaitll)" a light fenfe 
of fin that e!1lhJes the multitude to fic('p in f(,enrity.. It is 
plainl}" a iigllt f~llfe of fill that bct~J·s Olen illtC' the ~oln
iniffion of it, and enll)()1(i~11S theln to C011lillue ill it, It 
is plainly a light knfe of fin that blunt~ the e~!ge of an~e 
threatetlings in tile \,tonI of G()(i, all,. t!le at!lllOllitlOl1S of 
his proviJence. Is it llot fron~ :l ligh: rente: of fin, that 
\"hen tIle prc!acllil1~ of tIle r,t)!pel is I,'lt \\~Jloll)" t!cicrtt .~!. 
its inefiinlahle trutlls are ret:el\-ecl \\'i:hout til~'lkruil~c!s, 
an~l hear<l \\'"itJ10llt llro:it ? 

For thele reafons, I pr.}pOr~, thrut:gh the affillance N 
divine grace, to dii(;OllrJ~ a little on the \\'ortIs of the iApo!J;.. 
tIe now read: '~f'or all 11 Cl\'e finl1e"i, allJ COlll~ aloft of tIle 
,;. gloT19 of G~ :" .:\)1{1~ ill fo lloillg, 111311 

I, Ell(l~;.\vor to con6rll1 tile t\'llth (ont~iinetl in thenl~ 
'fhat all 111311kind ~lre fillllers, or trani~r\!trors of tl~e ]0.\\

t)f GOli, alld liable to his rig!lteollS jud6:11~11t. Anc) , 
2. Shal! make a pr~aical improvement of the ful~ca. 

I. In tbe firft phce, then, Icr us ei~dca\"or to confirm 
tlle truth COlltaint .. d in tIle text, rrilat allillallkind are fin
ners, or tranfgreffors of the la \v of God, allJ liacJe to hi~ 
rig~lteous Judgment. And here, OlY bt'etllren, it puts nle 
a litt!e to a nand, ill what manner to handle this impor. 
tant fubjea; whetber in the way of reafon or affeaion; 
whether in the way of cool And condufive arguments di
reCted to the judgment, or pointed intc:nogatolles direCt .. 
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ed to the confcience. Allny, na~· ~ innumerable, are t.~c 
cavils that ha,-e beell broUght lly men of corrllpt minds 
~inn this fundamental truth. The [ttht:r of Jics~ indeed, 
r~nls to confider i~ ant} juflly, .s the conler.llntlt! .If true 
reli~on" \~hich, if he is able to \\·etlkell or ll.)~I:!rn\il1e, it 
mull ~nd it. the fall and ruin of the \~hol~ fahric. If there 
be any aillong you, as poOibly there are" iIlf~··.:t~ j ,,"ith the 
poifon of i!lfiddity) aU exhortation and \ ... ·lrni"~ will be: 
treated by fur]) with diKlail~ ,,'hile their objt·llions. ho,,·. 
e\~r weak, ha\lte not beet} brou~ht into vie'.~. ()n the 

'--

other han(l, there are R1U)tituJes offinners llOnle 3\'-a)- ll}· 

lull and plfIion, u-bo are incapable: of unJ~rnanding th~ 
f\i1'Ce of fpecuJative rearoning, and who h2ve an unhappy 
tenden~y to o\-~rlook, as ,,"h;lt does not COllcern tilerl), 
every thing that is treated ill that \!ray. I lliall he obliged, 
therefo~ to have an ey~ to both: and oh! th~!t it nlay 
Rf!iC G<Kl to enable me fe to propofe to the j'ldtiJll~l tt, anJ 
fO':jD ptefs u~ the- confcience, thi$ neceffary tnlth, as 
that COOle carelefs perfons m3Y ~ ;l\vakelleJ, aOll brouRllt 
to an attention to the: one thing n~fill; 3nd til3.t if allY 
ha~~ hitherto taken up with impe ... .etl notions of religion. 
and built their hope upon the land, they may be ped\I:\C). 
ed in time to difirufl that dangerous filuation, and to found 
it upon the Rock rd- Q~~S. 

For the reafon above afligned, it is difficult to determine, 
what ufe is to be made of fcripture.tefiimony on ioch 3. 

fubjea Tbe charge of guilt cpon the finner, feems to be 
o.'!}P preparatory to, and mua, as it \vere, pave the \V3}

tor the reception of lcripture.tnlths. If the tetlimony of 
Gad in tcripture is to be refie<! 011, this one paifage is fi.f
ficic:nt; but the unbeJlevillg Ileart is read}~ to challenge 
and call ill queftion everv ruch fcrintllre-ll~claration. i - ~ 
fin,l the worthy author of a \\-e)) .. kllO\\I catechifm. com-
mOllly ufcd in the inflru«lon of chiJ,lrel1, joill~ to~~thtr 
fcripture and experience, in the anfwer to that queHion, 
h How do you know, that you are born in a {late of fin 
" and mif\!ry ?') Anf. CI GOll's \\·ortl tells me 1'0. Befi<les. 
" I find my heart na.tura!ly backward to that which is good, 
lC and prone to that which is evil." After this e",ample, 
and confldering, that by the Jaw is the knowloove of UIl, 

~ I ~ V.1L. I. .. I 
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we ihall not f~parat\! them; the ratber" that God is ahle to 
. nuke his own word, even in the hare repetition of it, quick 
and pO'lvcrjui, Heb. iv. 12.. In the furtht:r i1Iuflration 
of this head, therefore, I fhall, firft briefly lay before you 
fome of the fcripture-declarations on this fubjea; and, 
1~condly, confirm them fronl ex peritnte, the vifib1e flate 
of the world, and the teflimony of our own hearts. 

Firft, Anow me to lay before you fome of the fcri pture
(leclarations Otl this ful)jeCl:. Ancl tl1at I may a\1oid hand .. 
ling the fubjeCt. fyftematical1y, and tedi\lufly 1 I join toge
ther origillal allc} aallal fin. Every one \\~ho is able to 
underftand \vhat I fay, is concerned in both : :2nd in(leed 
they are infeparable the one from the other. The deplo
rable wickeclnefs in which tIle \\1orld in general is over
whelmed, hath fio\\'ed in a continued firea\n from the firft 
fill of Adaol; ancl the fillfulnefs of every perf Oil'S prac
tice has the corruption of his nature as its fruitful iotlrce. 
See the account given of the \\'orlcl, Gen" vi. 5- . " And 
" God faw the wickednefs of man was great in the earth, 
" and that every imagination of the thoughts of his lleart ~ 
" \\·as only ev~l continually." This you Dlay compare 
with Gen. viii. 2.1. "And the Lord faid, I \viII not 
" again curfe the ground any more for man'5 fake; for the 
" imagination of man's heart is evil froln his }:Ollth." 

See alfo the confeffioll of David, Pfal. 1i. 5. "Behold, 
" I ,~as fhapen in illiquity; and in fin did my mother con· 
"ceive me." In this the Pfalmifi plainly and clearly 
teaches the original and univerfal corruption of our na
ture. 'Vhat he afferts concerning himfe1t~ mufi be equally 
true of all the llumall race; otherv.rife, illfieall of Illaking it 
a proper part of his confeffion, it would be an excufe or ex
tenuation of Ris fin. Nothing can more plainly fhow the 
force of tllis text, tIlall the auk\\~ard endeavors llred b,r 
fome to evade or mifinterpret it. For example, hO~\T 
nlcan n fubterfuge is it, to preten(l, tllat David dec lare(], 
he was fhnpen in iniquity, and conceived by his mother 
in fin; becaufe he \vas the i1fue of fOlne criminal COIT1-

merce bet\Veell his father allc} a maid-fervant, or. bet\\reen 
the wife of Je1fe and another man? rrhis is plainly a pro
fane invention, offered without any manner of pro('lt~ ('r 
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the leafl infinuation in tbe biRory of tb~t great prince. 
Betides, it is evidently befid~ his purpofc in the pl:aJm re· 
ferrecl to, where he is confeffillR Ilis O\\-n iinful nature, anti 
not ,he finful deeds of his parellts. If there b! meaning 
in worJs, his i:ltelltion is, to htlmble hinlteJf before God. 
not only for his a(lultery and nltlnlc.:r in the lnatter of 
U nah, but as a trallSgr~3sl)r f,-om fix 'tflomIJ. 

rro this }'OU may a(ld the tefiimon)- of a ~ater thall 
Da\·id, 'f1iz our blc:[ed wnl and S~vi~ur himfdt: John 
iii. 6. "That ,vhich is born of the fltlh, is flt fl. i alld 
,- tllat \\1Phich is borll of the Spirit, IS fl'"lirit. ,. ):"Of \llltier-

fian.Iing the proof drawn from his text, you 'll~l~· nblcf\-e,. 
tJlat tiloU~h the word fksl» has \-ariot:s fi~lijjt:~tiol1S in 
fcripture; fometimes, for example, fi611ifying tt-~ weak .. 
nefs of Ollr mortal nattJfe, liJlallle to fllpport itfc:!t~ ;lntl 113 .. 
ble to a variety of changes, \\'"hich mult at 1,,11 end ill dit: 
folution; yet here it e\Jident]}~ fignifies Ollr natllTe as cor
rupted hy" fin. rrhis appears irom the (\Pl1Oiition of the 
two cJaufes: for it is certain, that thole who are rege~
rated, are frill liable to all the \veaknefs of Illortalit\-. 1 t .. 
lnuft therefore bear the fame meaning in this place as in 
Rom. viii. 8. "So then th~y that are in the fl~jll, cannot 
" pleafe God." It is \vith a view to this gre-il tnlt)l tn3t 
Job, \vho pleads with fo much \vannth his general inte, 
grity, yet fays, Job xiv. 3, 4. "~-\nd doft thou open thine 
" eyes upon fuch an one, and bringetl nle into judgment, 
" with thee? Who can hring a clean thing out of an un. 
" clean! Not one." 

With this agree many other fcripture.dt-clarations, fome 
f)f which I thall mention. Pfal. xi,;. ~,3- ,,, The Lord 
., looked (lown from heaven upon the chiJtiren of nlen: t\) 

" fee if there \vere any that did uD(lerfiand, and reek G\)ll. 
" They are all gone afide, they are all together become fil
" thy: there is none that doth good, no, not one." PI: 
]viii 3. "The wicked are eRranged from the woo.l>, they 
" go aftray as foon as they be born, fpeaking lies." Ifaiah 
xlviii. 8. "Yea, thou heardn not, yea, thou kneweft not, 
" yea, from that time that thine ear was not opened: for 
" I knew that thou wouldft deal very treacheroufly, and 
~' waft called a tranfgreffor from the WOlub." Rom. iii. 9. 



"" .... l .. , 
to, II, 12. tt \\oat then? are we better than they? No .. 
U in no wite: for ,,-e have before proved both jews and 
u Gentiles, t~t they are all under fin; as it is written, 
., There is nOlle ri~ht~s, no not Oll~: There is none 
" th~t und~rfiarretl), ti)cre is IIOlle! t)lat feeketh 3fter Gott. 
" They are all gone out of the W3Y .. they are lOJ.-rether be. 
It come unprofitable, there is none that doth good, no not 
&t one." To thde, I only add that clear and ftrong pat: 
rage, Eph. ii .. I, 2, 3 .. " ... ~nd YOll hath he quickened who 
.. were ~~d in tref.oaffes and tins, wherein in time pat Je 
It .-alked ac\::onling to the cO!lrte of this \\'oTltl~ acconling 
" to the prillce of the power of the air" the fpirit that no\V 
"t wotketh in the children ofdifobedien~e. Among whom 
et aliG .. e aU h~d our converfation in times pan, in the 
" lufts of our fic::fh" fulfilling tIle d~fires of the flefh~ ;In{l of 
" the min~l; and ,,'ere by nature the c.l.ildren of \\~rath, 
., e\'cn as othC!fS. ", 

In this fumm;a.ry view of the declantions of fcripture 
upon this fubjrtl, I have confined myfeJf to fuch palfages 
as have an arpelt upon the nate of our n~ture in J!eneral. 
And,. indcN, as conciu!ive a proof of its !leing the doCtrine 
of fcripture.. may be drawn contt:quentia11y as dir~y. 
\\oath ,his view, net to mention nlany other arguments, 
I beg )~our attetltion to the nvo followillg; I. The tenot' 
of the gofpel-mdfage, particularly the extent of the COOl. 

ulimon, and the language ural through the ,,"hole: ~tilrk 
~vi .. 15. "Gil ye into aU the world, and preach the bofpel 
II to e\'"ery creature." John iii. 16. lC For God 101o\·ed 
" the \\-orld, that he ga\~C ~lis onl}· begotten Son, that \V)lo

tt foe~er belic\"e!h in him, fho~ld not perifh, but have 
to. e\·erlafting life .. " E.-xamille the import of this truth? 
, .. -hOlll (lid the f'~ther love? or to \rllOnl did he fClld the 
S;.viC\ur ? 1'0 tI.e world, and to every creature. }t"or 
,\~h.t el)(l diJ he love th~m, and for whlt purpof~ did the 
R~deemer c{)mc ? ~ro fa,"e them from perifh;n~. But 
\\ Jl~· \\~ert! tlle~· i.I dallger of l~rifl.it16 ? Do\lbtlefs, he. 
ratite t;}e~· \\·~re ill lin. III \-aill, theil, (10 mell exercifc 
tht:ir IH~cnuity in expbining a\~'3y particular pafTages.
·fhis truth does not rtfl upon an expreffion or two, the 
lneaninb of which mun be aicertained by critical {kin, but 



upon the whole of the gofpe1. If we rIo not throw afide 
tilt Bitl)~ altogetl1er, Chrifi Jefus came illto the \vor)<l to 
ohtilill torgivenels for tile guilty, to fave tl1e nlilerc\ble, alld 
to rel!eem the flave. 

Tile oliler arguinent is dra,,·n from tl.e f~als of the co
\·CI)~ll! of peace; alld particlllarly tIle illitiatill~ feal, both 
Ulldcr tht: Old rreflamellt and tIle Ne\v, of wtllch infants 
were admitted to be partakers. If they recc:ived there 
feals before the commiffion of actual guilt, it cannot be 
but the nature itfelf mud be defiled; efpecially as baptifm 
is exprefsly called the baptism of r~p~ntQnce, .for the rc
missioll of SillS, Mark j, 4. 

Thus 1 have laid before you what the fcripture teaches 
us on the finfulllcfs at' our nature, including all the pofie
rity of Adam, \\,ithout exception. I befet:ch you, there
fore, lny beloved hearers, to confider the concern you 
have in it, as a part of the whole. H you ha\ye any belief 
of the truth of the fcriptures as the word of God, attempt 
not to warp or pervert them "hen fpeaking contrary to 
your fond prejudices. Defire not that minifters fhould 
fpeak unto yen fmooth things, and prophefy deceit; but 
receive with humility and fear tIle divine \\Till, ho\ve\'er 
heavy a felltence of condemnation it may carry againfl: 
yourfelves, viz. that you are finners by nature; that your 
hearts are efiranged and alienated from the love of God ; 
and that, if you die in that condition, you fhall not fee 
his face in mercy. 

I now proceed to the second branch of this head; which 
was, to confirm the account giVe!l in fcripture from ex
perience, that is to fay, froln the vifible ftate of the \\·orld, 
and the tdlimony of our own hearts. 

Let us thetl fee \vhat evidence is afforded us from tIle 
vifible fiate of the \vorld, that all ha'lJe sinned, &.c. And 
here, my brethren, what all infiruCtive leffon, but at the 
fame time what a humbling and melancholy profpeCl:, 
OpellS to Otlr vie\v! There are many reolarks which 
might be profitabl}' made on the fiate of the world in eve
ry age, to flle\V how much fin hath reigned in the hearts of 
men., and \vhat defolation it hath wrought in 'the place of 
their abode. The great difficulty is, to rang~ them in 
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proper order, and propofe them in a fimple and perfpicn
otiS manner, that onlinary hearers nla)- ul\{lerfland and 
profit by them. }tor this purpofe, Jet us firft take a view 
of mankincl in a public or llational, anJ then in a private ~ 
or perfonal, capacity. 

I. Let us cotlfider mankind in a public or national ca· 
pacity. In this view, wbat is the hiftory of pall ages but 
the binory of hurnall guilt? If, inftead of taking up \vitll 
the i<lle and vifionary h}'pothefes of philofophers, ,,-e Oll]Y 

attend to \vhat mel} have been ill faCt, we fllall be obliged 
to fay, with the Spirit of God, that u the im~lgin3tion of 
"the heart of Inan is only e\-il froln his YOllth .. " It is not 
proper here to omit, or rather it is high]y necdfary to 
D1Clltion, the impiety and idolatry of tIle ie\'eral nations 
of the \\'orld. Excepting the fln:l!1 number of ~\brah:m's 
family, who were the ~/~Cliol1 ofGod~ and, by 3 peculiar 
diftlofition of Providence, the depofitaries Qf his truths, 
every other nation upon the f.lce of the globe, not only 
deferted the \vorlhip of the true G<xI, but fell heallJong in. 
to the moft ftupid and fottifh idolatry. This \vas Jlot pe
culiar to thofe nations who contiolled in ignorance, and 
\vhom the more impro\"ed and poJifhed thought proJlel' to 
(lifiinguifh by the I.arne of bill-/;arialIS., but ,vas at lC3fi 
equally true of thofe who were moft highly civilized. Of 
the \vifell: nations, as \vell as the \vifefllnen, the apoflle 
very jufUy f~ys in this epime, ch. i. 22, 23. CL Profeffing 
" themfelves to be \vife, tlle}~ l1ecalne fools; an(l change<l 
" the glory of the incorruptible GOtl, i!lto an ilnage Dlalle 
'l like to corruptible nJan, and to birds, and four-footed 
" beafls, an(l creeping things." 

I muitlnake even a farther obfervation, 311d intreat }?our 
attention to it, That the wifefi in profeffioll feeln to ha,·e 
become the greateft fools. It feellls to 11ave l)een (lefi~n
ed in Providence, as a fianding and indelible mark of the 
vanity of lluman ,l"ifdom, that thofe \rer}' nations \vho 
\vere Inoll earl}· in their application to, an(l OlOft f-.!ccefs
ful in their Cllltivation of tIle liberal arts, \\~ere the nlcfi: ex
travagant and fenfdefs in their theological opinions, and 
religious rites. I mean, particularly, the Egyptial1S, 
Greeks, and Romans; worfhipping bulis and calves, tel'· 
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~n!s anti iufects, tl~e mo!l flupiJ ('i iQur.f\.l()!etl ~41ns. 
.1Iltl cH:eping things of the moft flocking form, 1'bis 
e\'erv Olle nll'· I~tisl\· !linlle::f 01: ,,"'10 \\'ill look i.,ro tIle: 

• 4 ~ 

hillorics of tlaeie celebrat(ti 11ation~ as the>- ~\'~ lxeia 
tnnfmitted to us b)- themft'I\-es. 

COi.fider~ m~- brethren, the unn~tura1 cruelties of th~ 
rdi~iou$ rites of many n~tions. It ,,"as IKqUtnt and gc
ne~1 \\'ith thenl, to otter up hUI113n iacrihr:es. and m~,kc 
tht ir ch;)tlrcn Frs through the fire; the "ery refteflion 
on \\'I,ich is fl~fficient to fill a confidcn:e perfon \\ ith bor
ro:,. Confid~r alfo the fcandalous impurity ()f lome of 
their ce~n1011ie~ and the oblcene Ililiol)1t oi the objet.~s 
of lh~ir \vorfhip. Strange to tbillk ofill(lem! )-et fo it i~ 
that mofi of the eminent ,,·ritc;rs of antiquity are emplo)'~ 
in dcf~ribing the drinking and olerrinlent" ~he fcolding 
and quarrels, the tricks a.ntl robberies, and the anl\)l'OUS 

intrigues of their gods ~Ild goddclfes. 
If \\"e think in a ferious manner on tJlefe un(loubttll 

falls, can we help faying, Oh! th.! illgratilm)e of thole,. 
'vn:tch~s among .. us " .. ho call themfeJ\-es t:eetllinke~ \\~llO 
ba\'e been taught by revelation only to form rational a.ntI 
COllfillcllt notiollS of the 6ra c:lufe a:l,-l Creator of all 
things" and yet rejn'\. revelation ~-Iltirelv, :lllli p~tend to 
!OUlld tllen1 upon nllnlan reafon! i am fel16ble there are 
JOllle "'ho do 110t tllink t)lat the ido)atr\- of" the h~.a:hen .. 
worltl ought to be reckoned among tIlt',,, crimes; but if 
you win confu1t the OM l'efiament, yfi.l will find it COll

ti(lered there as the lirft and molt tltrocicl.!s crillle \\ h!ch 
folicite(l th~ vCllgc:ance of ail ofien<le<.l GOll. If ~'OU COI1-

lult this epiftle to the Romans, you will fin..! it leads the 
way in the :lccount gi,"en of human apofiat}"_ "fhe firft 
of aU the tc!n comnl~lds, which were given as a fum of 
tiie nll)ral la,,·, is, 'l Thou fllaJt ha\"·e no otller ~s llefure 
" mc. 'l And indeed, if the iirfl duty (\f natural religion 
be 3. confdfaon anc.l acknowledgmer.t of God ol)r Creator, 
the iirll of aU fins mull be, a contempt of his name, or a 
profanation of his worOlip. 

But idohury was not alone.. Froln tbis" as 3. fruitful 
fource, flowed e\"ery other hunlan viet. 'Vhat a terri. 
hie detail is gl\"en us by tbe biftorians of c\·ery age! Ou 
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,\that is it 111at all the great tranfaCl:iotls of the ,vorJd 
have ftill tunled? Has it not been on the ambition, cru
elty, injuftice, oppreffion, and· raging luft and impurity, 
of men. ,\rh~\tever nunlber of virtuous perfons was a. 
mOllg theIn, they feem to have either laill concealed, or 
fallen a lacrifice to the envy ancl malice of otllers. Since 

~ 

the firft Murder, of Abel, by his brother Cain, \vhat ter. 
rible' hal-Dc llas been made of man hv Inan ! \V e lire fG 

~ 

habituate(l to this, that it makes little ilnpreffion. \Ve 
call even perufe, with attention allu delight, tIle narra. 
tives of firat:!gems of \\·aT, ferocity in combat, devafiation 
and hloodfhed. Vlho are the perfons who have acquired 
the greatefi renown in the preient or preceding ages?
\\Tho are the Ilerfons \\'J10 Ilave been the greatellobjeCts of 
human adlniration? Ha ve tIley not been the 1110fi ac. 
tl\·e, alld tbe moft fuccefsful, uefiroyers of their fello\v
crciltllles? rrhis circumftance in(leed communicates the 
guilt of inclividuals to the whole; fllO\\'S that it belongs to 
mankind in geJleral; and that the clefcription givell by 
tIle apofile is not tllore fhockitlg than tnle, ch. i. 28, 29, 
30, 3 1 , 32 • "And even as the}' (lid not like to retain God 
" ill their kllO\\-ledge, God gave tllem over to a reprobate 
,; Dlillll, to (10 thole things \\'hich are not convenient: 
" being filled with all umighteoufnefs, fornication, wick .. 
'~edJ1Cfs, co\~etouJilt:fs, olalicioufnefs; full of envy, mur .. 
l' ocr, ()f!bate, (leceit, maJigllit}y; \vhifperers, backbiters, 
"haters of GOll, (icf.oiteful, proud, boafters, inventors 
" of e\lPi! thin~s, difobedient to parents, \vithout under
~, flal1(lil1~, co\?erlant-breakers, ,vithout natural affeCtion, 
" implacable, unmerciful: who knowing the judgment of 
~, God (that they which commit fuch th~ngs are worthy of 
" death,) not only do the fame, but have pleafure in them 
,~ that do tlleln." 

l'here are to be found upon record inftances of f uch 
dreadful and aggravated guilt, as it were to be wifhed they 
had beell, cr cou]c.i h:\\'e been, buried in ol)livioll. For 
tllis rearon, I fhall neitller nlelltion their tlames, nor cite 
the exalnp)es ; but obferve, that the extent and preva
lence of wickednefs fhould be confidered as a firong proof 
of the corruption of the whole race; and the partitular 



fignal inflances of aftonill1ing or monrlrous crimes, as i\ 

proDf or the excdIh'e depravation of our nature, and wh,\t 
Illall ill his prcient ftt!te is capable ot: I kllO\V it is 1)lc3. 
iing and gratifying to human pride, to talk of the dignity 
of human nattlre, anrl tIle beauty of llloral \'irtllt:; al1u 
if it l)c clOlle ill fuch a tnanner as to Illakc U5 efieenl the 
only mean of recovering our 100: integrity and original 
glory, I have no objeaion to it. But if it be [poktn of 
nlall as lle 110\V is \vithout regenerating grace, I am cert,lill 
it is lllore agreeable ~o reafon antI experience to ft.i;·, tllat 
fronl tIle lengtlls to \Vllich fOllle have procce{lc(!, \VIletl 

placed in circutnfiailces of temptatioll, it is O\\'illg to tile 
po\ver of refiraillillg provi(lence, tllat others ha\~e b~t:ll 
cOlTIparatively fOlne\vlJat better. 

I have f~en it obferved, with great apparent jufiice, 
that probably one end which God had in view whc:n he 
filorte11e(1 tIle period of 11uman life after tilt deluge, was 
to fet bOllnds to the progrefs of hUtlllJl gllilt. As it is the 
Ilature of vice, to firellgthel1 by habit antI illcreafc by 
time; a race of wicked nlell livil1g lnan)' J1ul1(irecls of 
}'ears, \VOll!C! degenerate and harden to a (l{:gree not ea· 
fily concei\tecl. And, illdeecl, if \ve exalnille into tIle 
trlle callfes of allY little tlegree of ofcler and peace \\'llicll 
\\te no\v enjoy, \ve fhaillee abunclant reafoll to aclore tIle 
\viftloln of divine Provitlence, but very little to afcribe 
111ucll gooclnefs to t11e human heart. 

rrhe moll truly excelleilt cl1aratlers \vhich are to he 
fotll1d ill hifiory, arlcl tIle moil illuflrious (leeds \\illicI1 tll0le 
]1eroes have l)erformec}, ha\~e for tI1eir \rery foundatioll the 
corruptio11 of the 11Ltl11all race. 

I It this rema.rk I l1ave it} vic\v tIle rages an(} lcgiflators 
of antiquity, who acquired fa much renown by eHablilh
i11;s f),ltelns of policy and goverllTllcllt for lliffcrellt flates. 
"\Vllat was t11is elIe, alld ill(lct{l \\'llat \vas it calIt:(), l)ut 
taming the favage, and rellraining the profli.::ate part ()f 
their fellow-creatures? It {terns plainly to be the r~oint 
in view in every human law, to bridle the fury of human 
inclination, and hinder one man from makillg a prey of 
another. This is wen delcribed by the apoHIe Paul, t 

Tim. i. 9, 10. "Knowing this, that the law is not maue 
VOL. I. 1\'1 m 



" for a ri~h:con=: m3n .. l'ut f;')r the lawlefs :lnd clif~ti. 
ent, for the unplly and for finn~r~ f()r unh,>ly ;:.u,) pm. 
" fane, for muroerers of fathers and mu~~rs ci n:c .. 
" t~ for man-f)aye~ for whc~monger~ for thfn. that 
"defile themfel,1tes with mankilltl, for nl~n-i!cai~rs, It'f 
"liars, for perjURd perfons, and if ~~ h: an!' ot~r 
" thing that is contrary to found JOl.ctrin~.'" '\~e h;avt', 
indeed, the teftimOll}- of men 19ailll! th~ml~lvcs ii, lh!~ 
cafe. It has been fountt to boM, \\ ithout any t'~ttption, 
that the longer men li\-e! they have the ~:at~r t'idpidon 
of thole \\'ith "'hom they li\-e; th~ greater cx~ritnt:c tllt'y 
h:lVC of the \\"oTld, the)- have the h.ro~r thoughts ot' nlen 
in general. In particular, thore who h;a\"t been moil con· 
\

1terfant in Dublic life, and h:lve obtain~ moll oJ' \\~hat is , 
'Called a knowledge of the worM, have always the "';>fll 
opinion of hunlan nature. 

1. Let us nO\v from a general, come to 3. prti(,l:J~r 
antI ~rronal view of our prefent nate. You DlOlY be ~pt 
to fuppofe, that though the linfulnefs of human n.ture is 
too gen~ral, yet it is not uni,'erJaJ; th~t tJ10llgh \-ice anti 
wkkednefs has appeared confpicuoufty, and t~o~l~h r~~ 
haps wicked men may have obtained the aJcendency in 
e\Tery nation, this will not ferve to found a :entenc~ againll 
evelY man. 'V e might upon this part of the fubj~a ob
ferve, that the truth il)ufirated al:~\~e \vill Ittei\'c confir. 
mation fronl our moft intin13te kno\\~ledge of one al1o:her. 
Human Ill-ture will gain nothing ')y a do!e injpetl~on_ 
Take it either in gelleral or particll!ar .. i:s ~ft al)~arnn(e 
is \\l"hen \?ie\\yed at a difiance. "l'ne greateR anti l"efl (')1:\

ratters, \\·hen clof~Jy examillecl, hal'! aI\\'Cl)'"S ft:C}l b~elllifh
es and imperfeaiol1S attending them, as great)}· (!inliniih 
their Iufire. This, indeed, has grown into a P~O\"erb, 
rrhat much familiarity breeds contempt. On thi!; ac
count, \\'e may fafel)"' fa}', that if ruch is the fi,lte of our 
nature, that no man is able to juflify JlimfelJ: or obtai:! 
the entire approbation of his fello\\·. finners, mllch mere 
mufi "evert mouth be fiO.lped, and all the world ~"Come 
u guilty before God," Rom. iii. 19. 

But the chief illuflration of this part of the fubjeCt mull 
be from the tefiimony which confcicnce confirains e\'cry 



Jnan to beat ~inn bimfelf. F~~ami~, thert(o~.. my 
brethren, what reafon "OIl bav~ to ~ talisfie<l, that "Otl • • 

)~r!eh'e~ unlcfs your natures h:l\'e l~n I't'n~\\'al h~o the 
Hoi,· GilOfi, ~ u!lder the donllnion of fin; n3Y, that 
e~en fuch as ha,'e been "brought ~"'a.n fr,'m t~ tit-ad'" 
do :iiU feel .. , a la\9 in their members warring ~~inft the 
" la." of God ill their millli~ ~~ R.:meml)t!r, t~n .. th~t 
you h~\"e to do with him .. , who fC'~th in (ceret," anti 
h whQ fe:lrcheth Jer,Jt:"!~m as with CtllkUes. ... It \\':lS 1l4~. 
('eUary formerly to tal~ IlOtitt 01' tl~ ell~rtllOUS ttTtc\s of 
fill itl this Ji!e:; we mull no\,' lCarch a )itti~ d~per~ and 
conf"kr the: beginning and fouree of thet;: in the tlifpc-tlti
on of the hcilrt~ It is tru~ the:e are probably nlan)~ h~re 
who are jufUy ch~~;WJe wit:, the groO'di ('rim~s; '-ucb 
;\s~ impiety .. , I~'in~.. injullice, or u~lcle:uln~rs: and 011 ! 
thJ.t it may pleaic GOll, that thdr fins n.~y lind them (\ut. .. 
auJ his woro nl~y be quick an..l pow~rful t.) their ~on\'k~ 

- tioo_ But \\~hat 111:AVe no\v ill \·ie\\- is, to m~illtain the 
uni,"erfal conclulion in the te~t, not onl) " tll.~l m.IDy nlcn 
Il&Ve been pro8i~tes. but that c~ery matt is a finner. 

For this purpofe. it is of the \ltmoR moment to put you 
in Blind \,-hat fi!i properly" is.. 1"he~ are t\\'O \\~a}'s of (Ie, 
fence, you k.10W, UPOll any !ri;ll: the ~~ is~ to deny the 
faa; tile other to maintaill it is no crinle. It is of net'!: 
!tty, th~n:fore, in the firft pldCe, to 3.1':ertain t.he chall:,~, 
by an a.ccount of the ll3.'Ufe of 6n_ ()f this,. I do not 
think there tan be produced a jul1er accot'.nt ~'h3n \,·e hive 
in Ollr fhoner c~techifm: U Sin is any W\l.nt (if conformity 
tt Ullt~ or traufgrdJion of the la\," ci G~I :" '\-hich;s 
nothing eire but a brief ill u ftr-oltion oflht~ words off-:ripture, 
Sil' is I.l~ Inlllsgr~s$if).PJ ~f tl~ I.~-:.·. ut the: cont'(;ience, 
then, ofe\"el)~ hearer anf"~cr :0 t:le c)l:tr~e. H:l\'e )'OU 
kept or ha\"e )'"ou broken the 13\\· of G<xl: I-Ja~·~ }'OU ~ell 
obc:Jient lubjeds to the King of kings? Jb.\"c you done 
'~Ollr o\vn \\~ill, or tile \\'"ill of hilU that nlalle '-ou -: f!o\~e .. .. . 
'oe:r unwilling you nlay be to put this qudli->n hom~ at 
pre fe nt, no perf~n Ihall be able: to decline the t,ibunai, or 
evade the anfwer in the &ty of judgment. 

'\,. e ha,oe one great diffil:ulty (0 firufgle with in the at. 
tempt of bringing the guilty to confdliotl) that fin hall. 



blind~d the tmderfianding, and pen'erted tht" jl1(l~ment ; 
fo tl1:lt after \\~e Il:\\~e t~i{l, tilat fill is t1le tran!~refl!.)11 of 
the law, there will remain another quellion, 'Vhat is the 
]l\V, antI )10'\1 far <loth it extelld? llilotl tl1is \,"e Inllfl J13'·C 

reconrfe to the remaining trac~s that are It!ft upon the 
cor.lcicl1ce; and] fee notlling more pJ'opcr, thlll to prefs 
Ilome that fllmmary 'v)li(~h Gocl 11atll gi\Ten of )jlS 0"·11 
riJ!ht alld our ~lut", in tlie firfl 311(1 great conln)an{lnlent, . -

" 'fhou fh:J)t )O\'e the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
., ancl "'ith all tIl}· fOlll, ~ and \\:itll all tl1V mind;" l\latth. . . 
xxi!. 37. Are J'Oll )-our o,,"n? Have )lOll no lortl o''"er 
)·Oll? Can )1POU pleacl any exceptio)) to tllis cotl1n1311(1 ? 
Is not your A1aker infinitely perfea, and infinitely amia. 
ble ? Is he not worthy of your fllpreme love? If he is 
110t, \,~ho is it, or 'rl1~lt :s it, that }70l1 lla\:,e reafoll to pre
fer, or that can proclllce a better title? Call there be anJF 
thing nlore ..i"ll tllall tile fentinlent expreffed b}: the pious 
Pfalnlifi, PIal. l::-:x~ii. 25. "'\'honl have I in heaVel} bllt 
" thee? alld tllere is 11011e upon earth tllat I dclire beIi(les 
tllee." Is there exce1Jence or f\\·eetnef~ ill tIle CTtlltl!re, 

:it,d is there tlOne or lefs in tJle Creator, fronl "rhOll} e,~er}F 
inferior nature (lerives its very exiflellce, and on \\:honl it 
depends every nloment for its prefervation ? 

l\-lay I not hope to Jlave fOllle hol(l of fillners Ilere, in 
pleading the rights of their Maker? Are your hearts then 
nattlrall}7, arld have tlley l)een habitually and -!uprenlely 
fet llpon God? Has it been your firft and lea(lil1g carc, to 
kno\v 11illl, allel to ferve hiln, to inquire i11tO his \tpill, tll'lt 
you might do what was acceptable to him? Do you be· 
lieve, that in 111s fa\~or on},' is life, and t~Jeretore do '~Oll 
ft!t'k your happinefs and yO'ur comfort in him? ~lany· are 
apt greatly to mifiake upon th;s fubjeCt; nay, it ieems to 
be the Jeacling dCCCI)tioll of finners, to think nc)thirlg c\'il 
or punifhahle l but fuch grofs crirnes as are difordcrly in 
hllmall focictv', and obnoxious to hUil)all la\\rs. It is {c,lree ., 

poffible to In3ke thenl fenfible, 110\V 11ll~cll guilt there is 
ill a total forgetflilnefs of (.-;0(1; all{l )'et this is tIle \7ery 
fOllrre uf 11lll11all (lcpra\7it),. TIle chief thing blall1eable 
if\ Ollr attaclltl)ellt to otller tllirlgs, is their filling the rOO,T\ 

that is·(!llC to G-o(l, tlleir being Cl11plo)9cd ill a nlUIlller tllat 



is <lifhol1orable to God, or, in otl)er \~o1\i~ their belllg 
illiirllillcllts of rebellion S6cli11fi tIle \\'ill of GOtI. 

Are there any of you, my brethren, who, h~" the kind .. 
l1efs of PrO\,jd~llce, ha,-e beel} k~pt free froln grots, ,"iJi. 
hIe, an<l fCall(la)olls oficilces; \\"00, from a Il;llllr;,1 cQt.\) .. 
nets of temperament, have been chafte or 't,bc:r; who.. 
from a pril1ciple of honor, ha\~e llt!cn jl:li or gellc:rolls ; 
\\!Oho, from the diaales of Ilrlltlence, I~:t,"e bel'l} re~tll,!r 
and decent; but ha\'e bee!l unnlindfltl of ,'Olar tll!!'- to 

• • 
God, have been unwilling to think of him, or nr.tn~~rs 
to delight in him? and are you not tinners in his pre. 
fence? Have YOlI been prefcrved by Ilis po\\'er, "Ild ,'ct 
Jle\ger confeffed the obligation? ]-Ja\:e you lk:t:n Il\~~'l~~ 
daily upon his bounty, and yet tcldom or nc\'er gi\ lOU 

him thanks, except in the nloft indifferent antI fOf, 

nlal matlner, and ftlCh \vorfhip, as is a much more prtl
per occafion for repenunce, than ground of confidcfl.:e ? 
How, then, 1hall you be able to {land in the judgment? 
" For of him, and through him, an<l to hilU, are all 
" things; to whom be glory fore\"er. Amen." 

II. I come no\v to make rome praCtical impro\-ement 
of \vhat has been faid on this fubjeCl. Alld, 

I, From what has been [aid, you may Jeanl bow deep
ly and furely the foundation of the gofpel is laid. Jt is 
laid in the aC\:ual fiate of the \vorl(l, and in that depra\rity 
of Ollr natureJ \vhich it is impoflibJe to cOIlceaJ, and \\-hich 
llotllillg but tIle greaten obfiillaC}' and per\~erfion of mind 
can have the courage to den}'. ) am 1t:l1fible, tn(lt no
thillg but an inward alld }Jerfonal con\'iction of ~uilt and 
nliJery \"rought by the SJ)irit of the livillg GOll, \\·ill bring 
the finller to eI11br~\ce the gofl1el; J'"et tile neceffit}, of fal. 
vatioll 111a\T be evincell ill tIle cleareii aneJ t110fl latisfac.torv . ~ 

Inallner, 11V rcafoll atld oblcrvation. As tIle ,:ifible crt.4 3-.. 
tiOll, \Vllell attcllti\telj", \·ie\ved fcrl~es to (liico\'"cr the \\"if .. 
dom and omnipotence of God, and is, as it were, an open 
\'OlUnle, \Vllicil (lIen of e\·{~ry tonglle nlay rea() and adillire; 
10 the fiate of the moral world, as it is called. plainly points 
out the ~uilt and apoflafy of mall, and loudly calls for the 
intcrpofition of the Sa\'iour. 1'his it is our duty to attend 



tn.. not only :o-r:cp the mouths of ~in-f;ty~rs, but to ~na .. 
N.D. ~he f"i,h of ~!'~ cl.':,iren, that it rna'· n~ be o'''er • .. 
thn\wn or unfc:n!cd by tbe ca,"ils anti oI~ions of tho~e 
\,·ho lie in ~~it to tlec~i\"e, 

:... fronl \\'hat bas bc~n r'l~l, you olay fee with \\'hat ... 

f-:n:,lllents \\'e fhot.1d look U~'l the tla~ of th~ \\'orl:)~ cr 
~n,re t~ h~~!MJ" of pro,-idt-Iltt,. and w"-'t profit we may 
k~p from it, \\'ten \\'C f~, as at prefeut in our t\wn 
~ ~~{ COlln:n"~ ,,'I;at nro!all!t, .. ;tIlt) n~l~'t:il of (',00, \\'~lat 
~ .. 1- ... ~ 

cootc:mpt or Jc:l'ertion oi his worn.i~ prel-"";liis amon~ ma-
1\~· ~ e'''~1)· ~nk; \\'h-t! pri:le a:'ll !\l:tllr)-" ,\'hat ri(lt 31l(1 
~llfu~lit~, .. what \tnd.:~.u:efs and tkllauthery .. wh.lt J~-illg,. 
~aL'!, ~'l\l p.erj'lf}·; at\\1 "'hell \\~e obrt!r~~ how (\11~ ~ce 
of fillnrfS has f\!cc~~! ano!her ill ~\-en· a)!e~ a1}(l that .. 
true reli~ion has been ~nenJl~·, ~s it is tlill, in a flnl~-
~Iing or ileT:ecutnl tl ... te-,. ,,~ t)l:~t to be hunlhlc(l for the 
',1 01' our n:ltu~, and the mare "'hieh ~ach of us lIas con
tributal to the g.ener.t1 guilt.. Infi~;:ul of findin~ £lUlt wit..~ 
I-'ro\''lt.len..'e for the pennillion of fin .. ,,'e ou~t l\) be fin~ 
v-itb a holy indipation a~inil ourfelvt's ani} others .. for 
t!~ PCT"fdTation of it, " .. ~ ought to :tdmire that \\-ifaonl 
"llJ po\\'er b}- \\"hi~h the Kil}~ oi kin2~ rets ~flraining 
l~:!njs to t~le ,'ioJC1'~ of o Ie 11.. N~ither otl~t ll-e to , 

llillit ac.ioring his hoJillefs ill the a\\'"fu) vi6tatit\os \,~ith 
,rl.le!! I~ lometinl~s overtakes allll ovenvhelnls th .. '.-..' ~ck
~ in their ,vicke(lnefs. "hell he fentls ~!At DIS fore jlld~
nl~llts of \\'ar, &mine,. a~l pefii~:i.ce; or ,,"h~n he looks 
ttl the earth, &tld it tre'l\h!~~ as unable to bear all the ~llilt 
tha.t is I~;t! \I~n it; wh~n thunder, li!!htnin~. anti tempe-Ii .. 
f!~n' t~ threaten the imnln:iate diffollltion nithe ,\"ho1~ fa
hric; \\-e ou~ht to confider all there :ts the juft pllnifhm~nt 
~f fill, anJ look for\\"~rJ ... jth fear to that tinle, "'hen he 
n!aU ~nder to (l-ery man ac~ordin~ to ~is works,. and de
f~rn~ .. ! ven~ance thall not he partial .. hut unh-erfal; when 
i~ n:~\u not be occafional anll temporary l but 6nal, un. 
(!latl~~l)Je an~l eternal .. 

,- \·ou Ina'- Jeanl f~~m \,"hat h:.s been raid,. tIle Rate 
~ .. 

aHd d:m~er of ther\! \l-ho are char)!eabJe with fins of a hei. 
Il""l'S al~\l a~r~, .. ~ted 1l4!ure. If all \\~itJ10tlt exception are 
" ... ' ~ .. '\.,. .. • ..... 1 ... "'i"C\"~~· nlou·1l m n be fi:-"'I'OP') " o·c ",11~t , ..... -~ .. '"t .1. ,I~ '-'.Y ~ U \.- l--\.) ~." 1'. ,. 



nl.~n be tile l'onditioa of thofe who ha,·e the Olameful pre
Cillillelll~e of lleillg iilltlcfS of tile flrlt orlltT, \\"ho J.a\"~ 
aOlle nlore lilall otller~ t~) I)ro\'e!~c the Lorli to &l11gcr! If 
thof~ \\'110 JlilVt! ,i\-cJ to t;}Cll1!~~I\·es, allll Ilot t\l Gll(l, fJlail 
not be ~ibl~ to Iland in the jud~meut; what flllll bt:coiTIc 
of (hoft: who hJXC foiJ thtmfi'lves to ,,·ork iniqu:ty, and 
\\"!.ofe allOnlillable praflices are a repro~lch to rtlfon, &~s 
well as a fc'lnd.tl to n:!i;.:ion? I may eYen fay further, ia 
the words of the apofllc Peter., ... If the righteous fcared:" 
" be 1~\V~(1., where 0,0\11 the ungodly and the finner &!j)

" pear?"-' I Pet. iv. I B. I (10 the ratllcr b~g YOllr attent!
Oil to tilis, tl13t \\-~ al\\-a,"s filld loofe li\?ers 1!1t! '\'"arnlt:!i 

.; 

ati,:ocates for lilleriiJle I)rillciples. It is l!le <lrtltlkar(l, the 
f\\'earer, tIle ilnpllfe fornicator, \\·ho are 10 reall)9 to produce 
in con\·erfatioll their pretenlled argunlel1ts a~&\irlft the cor· 
ruption of human nature. I fpeak to an fueh within hear
ing. '\-"hat bellefit will }"ou reap hy (len}~illg Qri~~inal cor· 
ruption, ~"hell J:-Oll are jufil}r char~eat)le \,~itll 1'0 nl~:llJ' ac
tual tranfgreffions? If there are, or even were, any per
fOIlS in the \\'orld \vithout fin, furel}7 }'OU Cant10t prrteild 
that you are fQ yourfdves. You are a1hamed to revf:~t1 
your hidden fcenes to your t~l1ow-finners, but how !hall 
j:UU ronceal thelll, front the Se~\rcher of all llearts? If }~O~l 
canl10t bear to be tol(l ,·our f:llllts b,r ,"OlIT f~llo\~·-creat~r\.:St .. - ~ 

\"ith \"llat fpeec).lcis conflltioll 11lall YOli jlall~l at ldii be .. 
for~ the jU(lglllent-tt~t.\t of (:llriil ? 'Let nle '\llerefore a~~ .. 
(kd'S you in the words of your l\Iaker by the Pi:tlmifi, 
Pial. I. ~ I, 22. "Tht:f~ tllillgS thou 11~ift (lone, at1(1 I 
,- kept iilence: thou thoughtdl that I was altogether fu~h 
" a Olle as tllyfeJf: bilt I \\"ill rt))fO\ye tllee, al1d ret lllelll 

" in order before thine eyes. Now confider this, yt: that 
" forget God, Itli I tear you in pieces, and there be none 
u tc deliver."" l\"Iay it pleafe God dfeEtually to cOl1yince 
you of )'our fill alld ~lal1ger, all<.l to IeaJ )'OU to llis IJlercy, 
as revealed in the gorpel, for your forgivc:ners. I con· 
clu(ie \\-ith tIle a<lvice of tIle Pf~llllifl, PJ:l). ii. 12. "Kife 
" the Son, ldi he be angry, and ye perifh from the \\':1)', 

" when his \Vratll is killtlled but a littl~: l11,.4 fitH l are all 
" they that put their trufi in him." 
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J US·l'ICE anJ mercy are t~e perlt.~aions of tIl\! tli\~inc 
Illtll!'l!, in \\'I.icl. \\'e as finllers lla\'e a r-tlali:lf CO:l .. 

~e~. Our \,'or)cI is t:le grttlt tlleatfc!.. ;tl1d the hum~n 
DC\! the ~rt"at, or~ fu fa!" as \\\! know 1 the only o...~ells of 
their united exerdte. Clear and jult apprdl~nfioils, there
fore, of thole attributes, muft lie at the fuU:1J*tion of all 
rdigion. It is eafy to iee, that a difcovery, both of jufiice 
antI mercy, is ncc~[:lr)" to bring the filliler to repellt~nce. 
lIt! llillfi fee the gll:)t and mife1}' in \\"hich he is in\"cl\-ed, 
ilnd the \\~ay by \vhicil he may certa:lll}-, and by \vhich he 
can oniy. obtain a reco\-ery. The f~me ~-ie\Vs are equal. 
l~~' necefi"Jr}· to eve;}- (;i1riiiiall, durill~ Ilis contillU3nce in 
this imperfca {late. Th\!y are n~cdt\ry to thlt feU:denill 
\Vilicll O!!~!lt to IX! ll!~ habitual cha!d8er, and to that hu
nliliat;on "n~i pt;ilitellce \,·hicll ought to be llis f(~u~r.t 
e Il~ p Joy lllc: 11 t. 

I Inufi, ho'_\"e\rer, Gbler\·e, that thoU~Jl there are fe\\'" of 
the attributes of GvJ more frequently fpok.en ot~ perhaps 
tllcre are le:v.r lefs (liliil1Ctl)· u:ljerfioo~. ?\IC!lllaVe c:ililer 
an imperfea knowleJ~<e, or weak perfuafion of the juflice 
of God, and thence defpife his me:-cy. (In the other 
hand, they are apt tc; take pref\lmptuous vi~ws of his ge· 

\"oL.I. ~ll 
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neral mere?, ant} thence tiet'pife his jut!lce al1d tc\-crit)o. 
." . 

This is not peculiar to tllole, \\'110., llpotl tIle \\'Ilole, ilre 
under the dOlninioll of fin. E,·en the chil(lrcll of Gcxl 
the'nJ~lv~s ~re re'ld}·, either to lore t!lcir vic\\'s of tIle 
majeiiy anti holillefs of GOtl, \Vllich filoultl illClillc t:}tm 
to ferve him \\'"ith re,·erence and gooly fear; or, on the 
other hand, by neg)ett,n~ his mercy, to fall lilto tllat nate 
of flavifh bondage and illiberal fear, which is ~qual)y in. 
jurious to the honor of God, and hurtful to their own 
peace. 

()n t~re 3ccounts I have chofen to infifi a little on this 
paffage of th~ Ptatmifl Da,-id .. in which we ha"'ve an uni. 
ted vi~w of divine juftice and mercy? " If thou, Lord, 
U fhouldil mark iniquities, 0 LonI, who fba 11 iland? But 
,~ there is iorgh-enefs with thee, that thou mayft be fear. 
el ed.ll It is thought by rome, that this praIm was com. 
pof~ in that nlenlorable period of his life, when he was 
plunged in the c.!eepefl guilt, by his adultery and murder 
in the matter of Uriah ; but more commonly, that it w~s 
in the time of his perfecution, when the imminent dan
gers to which he was fo often expofed, brought his fine 
ftrongl)· to remembra.nce. Refervir.g \\'hat is here £1.id of 
the n'lerty c-I God to another QPportunity, let ns now con
fider the viC!\v given us of his jufiice, in this pa[age" U If 
" thou, Lonl, fhouldfl nlark in:quities, 0 Lord, who fhall 
" fiand ?" J~or this purpole I fllall. 

1. Endeavor to afcertain and e~plain the meaning of the 
Pfallnitl's affertioll. 

II. Support and confinn it fi'om f~ripture and experi-
elice. 

lIt In the Ian place, I Olall make a pnlCtical improve. 
ment of what may be Jitid upon it. I 

Y. Let us then, firfi, endeavor to afcertain and explain 
the nleaning of the: Pl~\lmilPs expreffion, " If thou, Lord, 
(' fnolll(}fi Illark illiquities, 0 Lor(l., \,·~II0 ihall fian(l ?" 
Thefe wonb evidently carry in them the deepen fenfe of 
fin, a flrong and inwctrd conviCtion of the impoffihiJity of 
jufii~ring himfelf before a pure and holy God, if he fuould 
deal with him as in jufiice he might: "H thou, Lord 



Excuse before Gud. 

" {houklft mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who (ball fiand ?" 
God is all omnifcient bt:illg, every \vhere prefellt, to \vhom 
all our thoughts and ways, and confeqllently aU our fin!) 
"!re and mufi be perfealy known. The expreffion, then, 
cannot meall, that there are all}? fins Ilnregal\le(l, or {lot 
obferved of God; becauft: this is impoffible. The mark
ing of iniquities here, feems to he an allufion to what 
paff.;s in human courts, where the jadges fet down, or 
put upon record, all that is brought againfi the criminal, 
ill order to fOUlld a fentence (,f COn(lCnll13tion. In this 
vie\v, tIle mearlillg mtlfi be, if God 1110t.l,-i fo mark ini. 
quities, as to proceed to puninl us for all of which we were 
reaUy guilty, there could be no poffibility of ftanding fuch 
an i III partial trial. 

I Ileeu llot tell }?OU, th:lt the putting the \vords in the 
form of a quefiion, "0 Lord, v:ho fhall Rand ?" does not 
irriply, that there is any uncertaint)T in the matter, or that 
any can be found pure enough to endure fuch a fcrutiny, 
but rather ferves to de~}' it in the ftrongefi manner. A
gain, we are not to fuppofe, that the Pfalmifi:, by putting 
the queftion thus in general, "\Vho fhall frand?" defign. 
ed to turn the accufation from himfelf, or to extenuate his 
o\vn fillS, by bringing in otllers equa1ly gtlilty. This is 
indeed tIle praCtice of nlany in the world, who feem to 
think th.e numbers of thofe who are chargeable with any 
fitl, an excufe or palliation of the guilt of particular offen. 
ders. But the ~rue fpirit of repentance leads to very dif
terent fentiments: it makes the finner fix upon his own 
fatllts, and point at the fins allu plaglles of his O\VTl heart, 

. without thinking upon the fins of others, unIds as they 
may be an occafion of difcovcring to him more of the de
pravation and wickedncfs of his own nature. So that the 
genuine import of the Pfalmifi's expreffion fccms to be, It' 
thou, Lorel, il10ul(lft execllte tIle decrees of iufiice, and 
punifh every thing that is done amifs, the holicfl man on 
eartll \vould llot be abie to abi(le tIle trial; 110\\· nllle!l )ef.~ 
,vould ftlCh a fillner as I be able to fial1d ? 

II. I proceed now to fupport l.nd confirm this truth 
from fcripture and experience. And you will be plealt·u 



to ob{cn·e, that it is the ronfia'lt dot\rine of tIle Holv 
<# 

Scriptures; it i~ the unifol-'ll lanl!llage of J)tin~,jlit}· a,~J 
penitence there. Thus the Pralm,lt, pfalm cxliii, ~.
li Enter not into judgment with thy fcn'unt: fer in thy 
" fight fhall no man li\-ing l>e jl,llifietl. " Fj"() t;le tall!e 
purpore, fee the Janguage ('If J{!b, chap- ix, 1 .. 3,. -1-. " I 
" kno\v it is fo of a truth: but how fhould m.Ui be jllfl 
" \vith Gocl ? If he \\pill content) \,"itll lliln, he ~al!ll\:t 
" anf\\Ter him one of a thouian:!. He is \,"ire ill hc~r:, 
"and mighty in firengtll: \vho hath har(Je!le(l Ililllfl-if 
" agaillft IIil1', and hath profpered ?" .. ~ clear difco\-er}· 
of the infinite lllajefty of God, the unij)ottell ~OI!llefs ot' 
his nature, tIle extent, tile purit},\ arId fpiritt121i!}· of his 
la\\', \viII illllnediatel)7 carr}' Ilo111e a con\'ittion of th!:; 
tnlth, ancl make us fenfible "'hat impure arId \,·rctcIlti.l 
creatures \,,-e are ~ it \\-ilI nlal~e ever)' one of lIS Cf}? out 
with Job, arter a difcovery of the divine glory and per
feaion, ch. xl. 4, 5- c, Behold, I am ,~ile, ~-hat fila]) I an· 
" f\\"er thee? I \villlay JIline hand UpOfl ffi}· nlOt~th_
" Once have I fpoken, but I will nct ~.nf",er: yea, twic~t 
" but I will proceed no further."-_I\.nd again, ch. xlii, 5, 
6. " I lla\ye hearcl of thee by tIle hearing ~f tl'le ear: but 
U now mine eye feeth thee. 'Vheretore I abhor myfelf, 
"and repent in dull and allies:' Ev.:ry true penitent 
wi]} fay, with the Pfalmifr, PfilJ. xix. 12. u '\Tho can un
" derftanrl his errors? cleanfe thou rile from iecrct fallIts,'" 
Nay, he will contider his daily prefervation as an evidence 
of the (li\rine patience, in the fllfiJenfio11 of Ills fentetlce~ 
as in Lam. iii. 2.1, 23- "It is of the LorlI's nlercits tll~t 
,,' \ve are not confllr~;ed, beCatlfe his compaffiolls fail llGt. 

'+ 1·hey are ne\1J ever}' morniI1g: grc3.t is thy fai!11flil
(' nefs." 

Thefe, my brethren, are examples of the fentiments 
alld langllage of. the fcripture.fairlfs; ancl if \Vt;! look a lit
tle into their charaCters, as ret b~fore llS ifl t1.1e infl)ire(l 
,,'ritings, \ve fhall fee, tllat felt:abafetnent is one of the 
Inoft certain proofs of true religion; that the more any 
perron has made real improvement in holinefs, he will 
think and fpeak in fo much the humbler manner; win 
more clearly fee t'fie evil of fin, and more readily confers 



its 11O\\~(r 3nt! inf!\!~nce oyer his own f:~rt.. I kno .. d:is 
Ii 'i~ry ro:.:r.try to the Jal!rit th~t I'I'C\-;;ails in d:e \\ or!tl ; 
anJ p.!rticul:ar!y 0PFOllte ttl t~ n. ... igningttn\l'rcft~ pre
f:tlt a:::'!. I kIIO\\.:' alJo~ Il'3t th~re arc m:tn,' cl.~;t·(:lit~"tS 
r;li~~'(l ;t~ai.):l tl:is t~:n(!anlent~,1 tr'l!~'. B\~t , •• iit., __ ,l .~i· 

" 
\lflll\!:ill~ contro,·crlv, in \\~bi\."h v\·r ~;!!\.!~r.i .. ~~~'!:ll':S :an: .. \:-. .. 
O!tcil )\)11 ;lIlt! O!!f P.'lffillllS irrit;-.t~,t, T~;.t!:~r !!t,\Zl f'~!'!l .. l~ ; 

for fllrtt:cr en~olcillg the =-oo,·e trll,I~~ I Ih.lll (\~t!_\· t~!~~~ 
en!ry h~1rer to a fe~ious and ;m~r~ti.ll r-r.t~ctl~t"!t ~y-)n hi.i 
O\ftl C0113ua. This, I alll pt,'fi'~,!,(I, \\'Iil .. !.~,. \~!~ t,J~,r .. 
iug of G~l~ he the motl etfetlual m~iU~ of filen('fn~ tl .. c ;'t'.!;
Jonings of t:"e carnal mind~ an,) fcrting the cor.:~icnc~ t~ 
=t conlrifton, t.'lth of th\: equity of th: bw. :lull the c;mit 
of tliJt,t ~dieJlce. 

For :ttt:tini::!~ this end, I filaH .iuft propofc lhref: ~ehe
ral fuhieil - ,.,' ex~\ntinltiol1: anti llt;~ th~\t )'Oll nil'" O!t;\\, - '- .. . 
fidelity to your o\vn fouls, il! hr!ll~in~ tl:enl to t:)e t:ial. 
1. I Ia\\· Diany (illties have }·Oll omitted, \\'hich )'0\1 rouf! 
be f~nfib1e you ought to have performed ~ 2, How often 
have you been guilty of ex prefs tranJ~TeffiQns of the Jill\'" 

of God? 3. How many b1emiihes and imperfet.licr.s 
cleave tfJ t.!lofe \·ery <.lllties " ... hich ~ .. \)U cn(lea\por to perfornl 
ill obetlieilce to 'lis \\lill ? 

I. r.i'llell, Ho\v n1311Y duties llave }'Ol\ onlitted, \,"hich 
}90U mnft be fenfible you ought to ha ve pt:rforillel!? III 

charging }~OU \\'ith nep)e[t of dllty, I lnufl ltegi~l \vith Ull. 

tI1J.I1Y.IuIll~fs to, and forgetflllnefs of G()(l. Let the con· 
feicnce be ever fo mIlch biaffe(} b)1 partialit)" or }"ler\1terteu 
hy wrong principles, is it poffible to deny the- obligation 
of every creature to ackno\vle(lge IllS depell(lallCe upon 
the author of llis being, tht pr<:fer\1tf of his life, ar~d the 
fouree of 111s Dlercies? But Ilal'e '?OU, m,' br(:!hren, beel1 " ./ 

fel1fible of this? Ho\v unmin(lful I!ave };oOll been of tIle 
Rock tl1at begat }·OU, and tIle Goel tllat formeu )·011 ? 
rrhis is the firn of all fins, and the fruitful parent of c\'ery 
particular tranfgreffion. It \\'as a heavy charge brought 
ag°1.:nfi a great prince by the prophet Daniel, ch. v. :'! 3. 
lall claufe, ".l\(lc:l tIle Go{l ill \Vll0fe hand thy bre~~~i is, 
" and \vhofe are all tIl}' \\'a)~s, haft tllOll not glorified.'i 
Say, ye Inen of the world, have you indeed acknowlede;. 



Tht Si,l"tr ~v;th()ut 

~J Goo, 0:1 w!tom you depefad for every breath that you 
Un\\·, for el'er}· nlOlnent (i.at you continue ill ex!ilcnce? 
I h.\"~ often thought, tlAat it y.'as one of tile greateft e\'i. 
del1ccs of the depra\,jt},. of hunlall J13tllre, t)lat an abun. 
dJnt and opulent fiate on earth fhould fo gCllcraUy lead to 
negiccl: of God. '\"ilat is tl1is, \\·}len illterl)rctc(l, If I 
~nay fpeak fo, but that the greater our ~Iakt:r's goodnefs 
IS to us, comnlon):l tIle Jels is our grat!~lllie to hizll ? 

Btlt I \vOlii(! tpeak to thOle \v)lofe confcicJ1CeS are hlore 
enlightened, and who na"e )lot wholly 1orgotten the Lord. 
Are not you 3.1fo char~e:tb!e with lnanitold omiffions! 
\\nat fenfe of gratitude h:l,"e you retained, all() expreffed, 
ftlr inntlmel"ab1e mercie5, 1piritllal allel temporal, to ~)Ollr
feivt:s, anil to your tlmiJies? }-Io~\~ lillequal tIle pa}"mel1t 
oi br:ttitude to thtt debt of obligation! 'Vhl.t ufe have you 
Diarle of them ill God'!; fer\'ice? ,\7'j)at allvalltage llave 
you reaped, for your own JanCtification, from the bounty 
of Pro\-idence, front tIle firokes of Providence,. from the 
orJinances of' di\-ine illilitution, from tIle trutJls of the 
f:verlafting gofpeJ, from [cClfons of infiruB:ion, and oppor
ttlnities of \\·orlhip, fro)}} edif}!ing exanlp!es, from faitll
j~J adlllonitions? "that have }!OU done for the good of 
others? Ho\v often have }!Oll relieved tile neceffitous, 
cOlaforted the (lifireIf~ll, illflfUaed the ignoratlt, aclnl0-
l1ifhed the negligent, punifhed or rdlrained the profant: ? 
I hope I fpeak to many who have not been wholly negli~ 
gellt in iJllproving tlleir time and t~llents; }7et furely tllere 
is juft ground of humiliation to the belt, that even under a 
conviCtion of (illty, t!1e~7 ha\1e [0 imperfealy diicllarged it ; 
and probably tlle ,"ery perfons \VllO !lav"e (lone moii, \vill 
be n10fl fincerely grievell tllat the)! have 110t dOlle Inore • 

. Alas! my brethren, it is a great miftake to think light
ly· of fillS of Otnil1ioll. Ho\v lillIe}1 (10 I p:tj· tlle COlldition 
of thofe thoughtlefs perfons, who, forgetting that they 
were made to ferve God, feern to Ii ve for no other purpofe 
than to enjoy themfdves! And oh the miferable delufion 
of thofe finners who fet their mi1lus at eaft:: by the filly ex .. 
c'Jfe, That tllev do huT.tn to none but themfelves ~ Let 

oJ 

thenl 11ear allcl tretnl.,le at tl1e tetlor of tIle ientence in the 
great day, :U\tth. xxv. 30., "Call ye ~he unprofita.ble 



I' {cr\·ant illto outer (larl\.nefs: t)Jcre fil,.l} t'C \\"~~l');n.~ :llx.i 
" gnafhing of teeth." It is the firil uuty of na:hlal rdl~. 
011, " Gi\'\! llllto tIle Lord tilt: ~lor\' lltlt' Utlto ~)is Ilit'l):" ," c.. J 

al1u it is tIlt: fu III of ali tile (tllti~~ of tt l{: ~ o!'~~J, 1 <. :or. \ i. 
19, :!u. '''~'' e 3re t10t ~'ottr O\\~ll; j(~r )'t .. c~re llollg!it \\·;~Il 
" a price: thcref0re glorit}F God in } our hody, auo ill 
" your fpirit, which are God's." 

2. COllfider in 110\V nlal)Y illflal1ces ,·ou Ila,"e l'r(,ll . ~ 

guilt}, of exprefs tr:lllfgrefiions of the )a\\~ of GlXl, 11!s la\y 
\'irittell lIPOI) );Otlr Ilearts, 311(1 r~l)e~,ie(1 in his 0\\"11 ,,"ortl. 
If YOll k110\V :\11y thing at all of tilt! I,!\\,- of G('l1'in its ipi
rituality anll extent, you mull be deeply convinced of 
your innumer,lble tranlgreilivns, in t}~ought, in \~'oHi, and 
in deed. (I.) How many are the fins of your t!JOughts ? 
Sin is feate<.l i 11 tIle llcart: it hat}} its thro:le and (IO'1l!11i. 
on there. E\·t:ry ell0flllit}T in tIle lite iJI~es its rife fronl 
the impurity of the heart. ~c)}e wiIJ think light of fins 
of tile heart, \V}lO Ilave ,tl1)7 Utqucl.llltallce \\-itll tJle \\·ord 
of God. J~t tllelll bllt ref]~a lJpOn the aCCOllnt ~iven of 
the gllilt of tl1e 01(1 ,,'orl<.l, GCI1. vi. 5. ".\lld God !;\\\-
~, that the "ticl\.e(lllefs of Jl1an \\1Pas great in tIle eilrlh, ~nd 
" that e\~ery iOlagi!latiol1 of tIle thoughts of ilis l.e~rt ,\·as 
" only evil continually." Let them retlca upon tl:e fay
inr; ofthe wif~ man~ Prov. iv. :!3. "Keep thy heart with 
~, all diligel1ce; for Olit of it are the ifTues of life ;" or on 
tIle (lifiingtlifllillci charac1er of Goci, Jer. x\yii. 10. "I tlu: 
" Lord iearcll tile heart, I try tile reills, e\-en to gi\·e eve
" ry nlal1 according to lli:i \\"a)lrs, a!~J accoTllillg to tIle 
" fruit of llis (ioillgS. " 

Ho\v nl~\n}· tll0l1~11tS are tllere ill )90l1r hearts atlmitted 
,lnd Ctltertailled, (lifllOl1orabJe to GQ(i, ulltl1ankfu) for 11is 
Inercies, impatient under his providence? How many 
thoughts envicus, malicious, fpitefu1, towards your neigh .. 
bor ? Ilow many wanton, laiclviolls thoughts, and irre
gular defires? How many covetous, worldly, vain, amhi. 
tious thoughts? Let me befeech you alfo to confider, that 
thefe are not fins tha.t we fall into feldom, or by occafional 
temptation, but multitudes break in upon us every day. 
alld in a Inanller every 110ur. ,\l]lat an illfinite number, 
then, mull we be chargeable with in twenty, thirty, iort;", 



" ... , i .. J r. ;4>"", . or "iCy , .. c~rs .. : I\) n..:"y ~~~ !,!<:" It'$ oa ;l :t:l~~",' ".l\~, \':: ~ ... ~~ . . , ~ . 
UlUn l-:c Ii).:: ~U;tt ~- ~ who!e li:c: \\'~: rc:afon to ny Ot:" 

,,-ith th<" Fr~l~t tu J~rur~lcm~ ,,~ IJo\\' )Ol~~ thil~1 \-~ia 
,. l~.~i~hts 1~I~e \\ itbi!1 t:s. : .: , 

(~_) ut nle !lc:~"~h } V". to c~nlkl~r tte to:: ('J t~-: 
tt~:~;'~':. H(T~: n",a not ,n[H n~'h:h on th~ ~~:1(.r "n~ , : 
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i~\\'" \~~ill ~ !C:lnb:e tf~\" ~t): ~liiltv t;.c, •• iCi,'( ~ a~i ;t -- .: 
• ...f 

~~Il\hntt:· f'~~:y to tt"mpl.:.in,. :lS n:ibning in :h~ \n~~~., 
in ~~r..lt 1'\t:!l!h--r ihaiJ I inf:i! on iml)ur-~ (OO\-(l:~\~r.H~ 
r:" ~ t' ....... .. I~ I' I' 'r.. . .. I"t~}~ ~r",_ !~t!~~\ :t}t~S ~x F~ t I ~~l~, or ;\ att t-ons t~, ~~ .. t:t nl~~" ~ 
1:~0l,~:' I .'ll ~f"-li,l "'..tti" I~~re I'!'- ~~Ilt 3~ f~r I~"~~ll !'\~ ill.~ 

~ , .. .. -" n""" I! j" ,... ... .. ~ .... , " ....... l~ .. *~ ..... ~ .. (' . .,....,.~ • t (,,--.J'" t ...... llw' , "" ... l ..... - 1'\... ll\ .~,~_~\. ., V'~ \1" "l, ~,.. ,t. .',,~ 4.",....... .~~~, , ... ~ 't_,~ "--- t~C 
.: 

,,It''lg':~ ~re .:} rn;:.ny ... t~t the moil w~t(hfi:1 Chri:;;"u (al~-
:.... i" .... ~... }' ,. , "'.l. ,t Ii' 

)l~ ~:1). !~ ~s ~~_1t;~:'~ .\~cn t,~e 1-:1tc~ -~ C,l!!S 'v~s 1):-0\'0-
t ... ·J .... \. t'I'\..~"'" ,~, .. ,.,-.. 1:\ ............. 1, .... "' .. ~ .... :Il... 1,;S l'~PS )l .. fB ..... ~JX-t;! ... ~~\.I 'v, ."~I\. ,~ •• "a it." • ,,~,,~ ,., _.. .,~., 1~1'-.. 
J"m~s hoAS ~; \ C"l\ US ~ ,,-ery fi~n~ ddCription, hoth (\f th~ 
~t·I'~r:.:! pl\;\~;tkncC', :u}\.l mifch~c\-(luS in!!tJencc:" of ,he fins 
r.f ~h~ t~n~,~~ JOlme:s iii. ~.-S ..... FQ:- i:l m;tny ~b'n~s 
" \\ .. c (,'!~~llJ ~I_ If ~:l" :1t.!! c:f~n~! '~tl~ !;l \\'ord, the f~llle .. 
I, !$ 11l<:r-~~t Ill~tl~ ~~l\: ~bie :\JJo t\l bri~!!c t;.e \\"'h~~J~ ~\:: · 
- .. ~:"~.·~I.l ,,. ... ~ 'a'..t' • ,,,;~s ."n ;! .. ~ ;"~rr~~ 1"'OIl-'~'" th~'ll~ll"" ~ Ill""""~ ~_.~ ,\." ,~ ' .... ,' t..... ....,,'-' •• v _~~._ \. •• _"11.-. .. -. ...., , .. , 

... ~ ~ ~ 

" l"'~ "\' lJ!~' "'~"l.: \i..~'-' ~ .. ~~:"~ ~}""""'~ ·~""';r \\ .... hn ! ....... .-.l~· to. 'It .. ~l;'t .~ '- ~ ... ,.~,........ '- '" .. ,41 ... _""·V,." . "~.. ,~ .. '- ""'" '-. ~ L·' ., .. 6t, .. .... ...: 

' .. ~!hQ tll':- thi~ \~':~i\'h though they be fo ~H:at~ and a:-~ 
,~ J~,:\ .. ~tl vf f;cr\'c ~\"iil·,ti. ,'et ;~re tile,' turll~J ;'~)~lt ,\'it:. ~ 
;.~ \~'ry J!n~H hdm,. \\ it;1erf\."!C\'cr the go\-~mor )in~th. 
" I":''''C:il il\ l~l~ tt):l~U~ is 3 little allCI1'!lCT,. 3!lli ll(~~ileth 
,- ~~r~:3t thia~s- lkhck! how great a lnattcr a little fire 
~ .. l ... ~ • t .-' .,\ I " ... z:. II ....... ~ .. • \..ll\.~!;\" ,t}. ~~Ilt tl!~ {f)!l;,!l!e :S ell ;Ife, a \\ ... .,r l OI lll.qttll,,. : 

t·· ~ 

, .. !O i~ l!!~ te'll;': tt~~ a:"lOll~:t G!.!r lllelllilers, tll~t it d~file!:l 
'. . 

., tile \;'!lO!~ l.~l\·l a:lll :~tteth 0:1 fire the courfe of r.attlfe ; ... 
.. ~ all(l it is !~t OIl iire of h~l:.. for e\~erv killtl of beans, ... 
.... an..! of hirds, amI of f~rpents.. and things in the rca, is 
,~ tal~'l\.!, a:l\.! i13ll1 ~ell t.3111c:d of mankin,l: btlt tlle t~llgue' 
,. C3!1 IlO !llln tallll·; it is all ut1rlll,- e\-il, full of <lea(tl\" ...' ... 
"poii~n:' .Anti th'lt noue! may prdllllle, after all, to 

t!,iilk lJlef~ tillS of tile tor-gue il)COllli(Jerablc, lei ~'S re .. 
I!le!llber \\-lla~ our Sa\-iOllr tells us, ~latth. xii. 36, 3 i· 
Co, But I fa,· Ullto ,-OIl, tilat e\·el""\~ illlc: \vor(! that II.e'l f))all 
," {peak, they Jhal! Give account thereof in the day of 



U .iut-lgment. For by thy words thou Olalt be jllflif~-d, and 
" bv th," \\-onls thou ibalt lle condemllt:J.~' 

• 1# 

(3') No \\" , to thefe jins of heart and conv~rfation, let 
us &l:J the confiderativll ~f all the: fins of our aCtions, by 
\,-hich we either Ofi~lld GoJ, ourft:l\'es, or are the mear~s, 
b}- a doubtful or fUijlidous example~ of inducing others to 
oflcml him! aU the acts of infobriety and intemperance 
\\'ith regard til ourjelves; of injufiice, treachery, or opprei.. 
fiO~l, \V~lll re~rd to oth::rs. Let us confi(lcr thore fins to .. 
which we are led by oar rcfpeai\~e callings and employ .. 
mcnts .. or b}- our rerpcfli\:e ages or tempers, or b;' our fitu
aliorl, and the fO(;i~t}~ \\-itl} \vhit:h \\-e fiand conneCted. 
The lightllefs &llll froth. nels of iorlle, the fournefs and 
morofenefs of others, the inCOllfi(lerateneis and folly of 
)"outh, ,h~ plotting alll! an1bitious projeCts of riper years, 
the pte,-ifhnefs and con:toulhefs of old age, and the vani. 
ty anti felfiihncls \\~e calT}· \\·ith us through the fe\·c:ral 
fltl~s and periods of life. Thef~ things are mon, if not 
all of tIleR), fillS in the!lifei\"es, all(1 {Io illf,lJlibly betray us 
illto a great number of others.. If \ve confider all tllis \\-itll 
any 11leaJllTe of attelltion, call \\'C refufe to adopt the Ian. 
guag\! of the holyfcripture, that ourfin~ are more in number 
thall ~ie hairs UPOll our Ileads, or thaI} the f311d that is lIpan 
the fea.fhore? in fine, if we confider the fins we are guilty 
of, according to our conditions and relations in the world, 
as hufbands and wives, parents and children: malleI sand 
fen-ants, magiftrates and fubjtcls, mininers and pc:ople, 
we fhaH find the account fo prodigioully fwtlled, that we 
fhan have D10re than rcafoil to cry out with the Pialmill, 
" Lord, if thea fhouldft mark iniquities, 0 Lord, who 
C' fhall fial1(1 ?" 

3- Con!l(ler the fins that cleave to }?o~r religious du
ties~ and every lhing you do in obedience to the will of 
Goo. °fhe purefl worfhipper on t:arth mull: aIk torgive
Il~lS for the fillS evel} vf his hoI}' tl1ings. I am noi here to 
inlil1 upon the hypocritical performances of many pro~~f. 
J:ng Chrifiians, done:: merely, or chiet1y, to be f~en of men, 
or fpread, as a covering, over their hidden and fha ;nef~l 
deeds; llor aln I to metltioll that rt:ligious zeal \\·L icb 
arifes from firife, coutention, and v.lin-g!ory, and whi~h 
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chi~tly aims Cit the rapport of p:u1y names; becaltre tbefe 
ar~ directly anlI el~linently finfuJ: they are an abomina. 
tioll ill the fight of G~l. nut, nl}~ bretl1rcn, c,"en in tcoie 
pert~1rmances whkh you go about with fome meafure of 
fil~c~rity, how many defects are to be feund? Gh! hOlV 
nluch negligence, c()Jllnefs, all(1 forlnalitJ', in \\toriJlir'! 
hOlY manJ' \'?:lndt!rillg, \':lin~ idle, and \,:orldly thOll~hts" 
in your hearts, when your bodies are in the houfe of God! 
Confider only ~he infinite glory and majefiy of God, in 
\vhofe fight the hea\?ens thetufclves are not clean, alld 
who charges h!s angels with folly; and fay whether you 
have ever prayed at all \vith hecom!n~ reverence of fpirit. 
Confider only the tmfpeakable condd'cenfion of that Gotl 
to his creatures, and the unfearchable riches of his gnce 
to the 6nner; anci fa}?, \vhether your hearts have e,~cr 
been fuitabl" aJfeaed \vitII llis lo\re. ' -It is our duty, my brethren, to conhder, how far we 
have been from preaching the word of God with proper 
itl} preffions of the rna jelly of him in whore name we fpeak ; 
how far we have done it with fimplicity and dignity~ nei. 
ther fearing the :enfllre, nor courting the applaufe, of our 
fello\v-finllers; ho\v far \\"e have done it \\"ith that tencler
flefs and aifcctiotl, \,-it)l that hoI}1 fervor anti impcrtllnitYl 
\Vl1icll the ,:aiue of thofe preCiGllS fOtlls to \\~ilOln ,,-e fpeak 
matlifefily denlllll(is. l\lld is it llot }·our bufillefs to COI1-

{ider, ho~v feldotn }10l1 hear \vitIl t!lat attention1 re\"erer~ce, 
humility, ~Ild lo\-e, \\~jtll \vhicll tile facre{l and inlportallt 
trlltlls of tile e\1erlalting gofl1el Ollg"ht to ile recei \'e(l; hOly 

n\~n}T l!c~.l.r 01tlCll n lore as j t.l(ige~,. tl~all as le;lnlers, as cri
tics ratller thatl ~s i"itl11ers; anll COt1tent themfe)ves \\-it!l 
lllarkillg tIle ,,·eakllels of all indifFer~11t, or praifing the 
nt1ililies of an arlitl1atell fl)eaker? All!} how 111 an}' run 
\'\-~itl1 i.tchiI1g ears fron} Oile cotlgregaticll to 4notller, I)r 
even fr~)l"n one part)' or profcffion to another 1 not that they 
roay be edified, blllthat curiofity and fancy may be grati~ 
fied? How many loft ordinances, how many mifpent filb
batlls, have \\'e to latnent before Go(l? 

'Vllen \'~e COlne to the fecol1cl table of the law, I O,\P 

nlal1Y finflll nlotives nllx their inflllence in tIle (ltlties \ve 
perform to our nci,ghbors: how many aCts of jumc~ owe 



~h~ir h'!in~, in p:1!'\ at ~~~'l. to ft":lf of rt'r~lch: h<',! f:la· 
k f '" ' ,., 1 ~ 1 '-' .a I1Y \\'or .~ 0 r'I"~.!y (\-'-r~ :n~'r '!' ~!l\~\~r tc 1 '_lll~ 01 ~p. 

pJ.llll~~ =--: wiH 35 h) :l lx-~tcr p~incii'!~ : I n,(l~~rd n~-Cf 
11 I '- L.," 11'" ~_ ha\'r \'lon~':. \\-·ere to ~ l,~r~~u,,~,' a.,l r~ l:\"l:,:t \l~,!IC~ of tin; 

Ci.rifiian lilt:, an.i ooj~nt~ !! ,e li'lJ~l: t~ :e," ts !:~~! t't-,tY~ It} 
th~11l. I heii~\'e I lll=-~~ I:~!· "'i:}} ~..-: !~'::~b, th~t, \t'o~.l-i 
\\-e lltlt de~) JJ~thf\ill~", lh.!re \\'ot,:,& ~ Il\~:i.in ~ ;1'tJ(t I~Ct' t: 
fu-y to our hunliJi.1ti(lu. t~l:m a I1ri.:} t:~alUi~.:t't)~l of Ct.f 

(jlltics t}letlltC:~\~e$. -a:li: ,,"c::;,1 obl:~'! 1:$ ~~) r~:l!l'::~, :!~~t 
~ , 

" all our riKllt~olil!l~[CS are as filth~" n~s l~'~t'\re !;nt!;" 
tflat \\'\! nllllll1\)t l)Je~l! lor n~wanl. bt.t l~r~i-'~'l~I~; Ih .. ,t , , 
no Clerit of our o\\·n, hl~t i:lfi~li~ In~TC\' al~:!~, .1~l:li bt-.. 
the foundation of our hOj1e" 

111.. I i:ome now to nltlke rome praEtic:ll a;)i)!i('_~~~~n c! 
tlle J'ilhj~1, tor }'Otlr inllrlltlioll :Allil \Ii,~tio!l. ';\1'tl .. 

1, Ho\\- gtat is t!lt! ()cceitfb!ll~ts of fill! 00\\" allolli:h, 
ing the blindncfs of fanners ~ Jlo\\" ealy ;and otW:V:lS is 
the confi<ieration of our fins~ in t~e Gm:-r ill \\~l~ich I h;:.\'e 
enl'lea.\ltore(l to kt t~nl ~iore )·Ull! SaIls of (l~l,i!)ion, on 
the one halld, 3.ntl of ci)mmiffioll, on the otik:f; ~nd (!t: .. 

ties faulty in both rcfpdt~ viz, by dr~nti~1 qu~litic:s ne· 
glet\tXt, at'lll fillS mi~ecl \vitll the perf~~rllltl'lces: fi.,s in 
thought, ill \\"of\.1, atlJ ;11 (I~etl, :lg1illft wI, Ott'" nci~t_ .. 
bor, atl(~ ourl~lves. \' et, al"s! ho\~ many ~re thcl~ in 
a great meaf~lre ibl'!ot'ant ~f tile fillS tlle)- a:-e c!lar~31~~! 
with, and :here!r.n: Ilcepint ~n I~turity ! 'Think .. nay ~
loved Jlear~rs, 011 )'OUf C't'I\tlitiull. ~l't) kJlO~\~ ~'Ollr tl~n~er, 
is the fir!! liep to (1t;li\"c~\n(e, Is ~ll\t t~le let\..,. of .llt~!,,,, 
ence clear, \\~ritte:\ UllOll a!l tllC l-:re~tor's \,"orls : I~ 1~ c 

llot engra,·cn \Ji10i1 th~ conll'icllce: all,1 is it r:ot 011 ~n rt~ .. 
)1eated anll lilforce\l l,y t!le !liji~~I~:~\iollS of Prov;Jen{"~ : 
1\? 0:11(1 t!l~rC be fo Illuci. ~! l!i\'ille jtlll~:llcllt, ii' tl~erc \--·~lS 
no ofl~nce ? .r:\·erv tlattlr;.l ~\·il procl.lin~~ ~: ~e fi!l <.:!' ltl,l!: .. . , 

..:\n inclcmcllt feaioll, :ill injtlr:~l:i \\'o!l~t~ at!:.~ ,\ Ir;til, lly .. 
illg body, cO:lli)ire i:l poilltillg Otlt Ollf ill1ful fia~~. J\!lj 
,-et, :l~(~r a~l. ho'\~ 1,lillJ is tl~e l~ill1er' to lile (lifco\'c:r,· (t Il()\\ 
deaf to t!le fri~nd!y ""arni!);" nO\\'- r~~ltds cf t!:e .~p. 
pro~{ching tri,l)! Awake, I bd~~,:ch ye·:!, whik l!~ere n:~}' 



be peace, ar. i look upon your danger. while there is yet 
gh-en you time and opportunity to fly from it. 

~. If the polieft cannot Iland before God, if no flefh 
living can he juftified in his fight, how fearful muli be the 
&te of thofe "'ho are I}'ing un(ler tIle ~\iilt of atrocio\~s, 
aggra\'ated, Olnd repeated crimes! 'Though gr~at protli
gates often defert the on!ina.,ce~ of G<xl" that the)- may 
fin at gleatef eaf~, and meet with lcfs rdlilanct; yet, in 
fo numerous an a-lfembly as this, ~herc is Teafon to fuppo!c 
there are not a fe\v of the chiif of sil1n~rs; the rat!ler" tl:at 
,,-hile fOlne defert the ordinancts, that t:le~9 IIla\~ ba,·e caie 

J 

&om ,,·ithin~ ethers attend thelll as a cov~r, tllat ti~t}' 
Jll;l}- blilld their neighbors, 311(} nlett \\-ith leis Jtifpicioll or 

difiu~l:"lnce fron) \\t~ithout. HO\l", tllcn, can n1urdc:rcrs, 
!omicators. (,,-earers, clTunkarlls, tili(:\·es, allll retainers 
of unjuft gain,. hear what !lath been Jaid on this fubj~a 
,,·ithout trembling for thenlfelves! Hear for 'four fOlll: 
f:lkt'; hear lor eternity'S lake; hear, I befeech you, fol" 
Chrifl's fake.. 0 that the Spirit of God may carry home 
the truth, anti make it u quick and powerful, 1I.arper 
,; than a t\'~O-edged f,,·ord," Heb. i\,. 12. It is an eafy 
thing for }'Oll no\v to difTenlb)~ the fillS \\~hich men \\'ould 
puniO}, and even to boatl of the fins which Olen mull 
tolerate; b:'lt hear and remeillber the t~'o followillg par. 
(ages: Hcb. iv. 13. "Ali thillgS are nake(l, anti opelled 
tt unto the eyes of Ilim Witil \Vl10m \\1e have to do;" a11d 
H~b. x. 3 I. "It is a fearful tIling to fali illto the llal1ds of 
" tIle living (;()(I." 

3. In the last place, Ifany rhrifiian defire~ to keep his 
('onfcience tellejer and faithfui, to .Ila\'e a deel) gr{)\rillg 
arlcl hllnlb!ing ft:llfe (.fJlis O\\~n finfllinets; if he \vQulcll)ar 

"'-

tIle ~dte agaitlfi tile entrance of pride, or baniG.l it after it 
has ()h!ained acinlifiioll; if Ile rlefires to \\yalk lllllnbl)' a11d 
\\'3tchfull}·-]et him iive as ill the prefel1ce of God, let 
hiln of tell r1ace him~elf at his a\Vftll tribullal. It is e"i)T 
t\) juftii)1 ourrel\~t:s l1etore n~cn, \\-'ho 11a\~e fa little to rl\· 

q~l!re, ancl froln \V!lOITI it) lllucll nla)' be conceaJc:;d. TIle 
t!"l!tll i:;, it is not a great 111atter to be 3 ble to fet tIle \vorlfl 
at tleiiance. Bt,t to look up to tllat God \V}10 fitteth llpOll 

the thrvne of his holinefs, is of infinitely greater moment, 
.. 



ExclJs~ before God. 

and of infinitdy greater difficulty. He tricth the reins 
and the heart. He abhorreth evil. You fee how Job de
fended llimfelf againfi tIle accufations cf 11is friellus, held 
faft 11is incegrity, and \vould not let it go; but 110 Jooller 
did God fl1eak to Ilin1 in tIle greatnefs of his l)o\\~er, thall 
lle contefleli his ~i!enefs, and laid his )land upon his 
D10lltll. III the fame manner, he that \\"ollid guard agaillfl 
tIle ill1pofitions of a deceitful lJeart, tllat \\"ould rIot be 
abllfeu b)r flatterillg frien(1s, or led aflray by a nlillakell 
,,'orIll ; that wOLild rather \valk in the })ath of pel1itence 
than itcurity; let him live as in the prcience of Gotl. 
And hapl)Y, happy tl1ey, \vho take confufion of fac~ to 
thcmfelves now, and feek for mercy throngh the blood of 
tIle atollelnel1t, in cOlnparifon of thofe \\,}jO juiiify tllt:Jll .. 

felves no\v, but filall nand at tafl witl) UIlutterahJe COIl. 

fufion before the fllpreme judge, ready to pronounce the 
irreverfible lelltence. 



[ 1~9 1 

SERM()N C) 
Ve 

P SAL 1\·1 cxxx. 4. 

Btlt tllfrt' is f]rgilJrlze.~s 7vitll lll.ee; tlIa! :/,;:;, In:1!jt~$t l-t' 
feared. 

A F1'EaR confidering our o,\'n tniferal)Ie an(l guilty 
fiate, and 110\V little any plea ,·:hicJl \\'e can offt:r 

\\rill a\rail before the holirlefs alld jullice of GOll, it is 
proper to turn our ej·cs to 'his mercy, as the on1}~ fOUI1-

dation of our hope an~~ peace. Til~S is of tIle UtJl10fi ne· 
ceffity to every penitent. Vvhen a fenfe of fin hath truly 
taken hold of the confcience, ir is fo intolerable, tl1at no 
tllan can COlltinue long ill tllat conclitio!l. \''')~cn tJ~~ 
\va\tes and billo\\~s of diviJle \\:rati1 are gOillg O\·~r 1~:111, 
he mull either faften upon fome ground of hope, or fllt~ 
fer fhipwreck upon the rocks of clefpair. 1'hrre are in
deed, alas tllat \\Te fllOlllcl be fo liable to <.lelllfion! mall\" 

ways of w'eakening the force of conviCtion, and obtaining 
a tetnporar)T, imperfeCt, or falfe I)cace. Bt.t tIle 0111)7 fare 
and fiable ground of hope is the divine mercy. And hap
py the finner \\:-ho ol)tail1S fuch di[coveries of its extet~t 
and efficacy, as to make him cleave to it with undivided 
affeCtion, and refl: upon it as the anchor of his foul, frOla 
which he is refolved never to depart. . 

Believe it, Chrifiians, the more the linner looks into 
his own frate, the more real and thorough hi:; acquain
tance \\titll his o\vn heart is, tIle nlore he fillC.ls, tnlt nc}t 
the leafi ray of hope call arite from that quarter. ~rhis is 
pr~cifely the import of the Pfalmift's dcclaratioll in this 
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paffage, taking the one branch of it in connexion ,vith 
tht; other; as if he had laid, 'Vhen I confider hOo\\' great 
and 111ultiplied my tranfgreffiop.s have been, I mull: fiand 
fpeechlefs, and without excufe, before thy holy tribuna), 
and juHit}," thee, although thou fhouldfi condemn rne. 
But Lord, thou art a God of infinite mercy. This I fix 
upon as the foundation of Iny hope. I tee nothing in 
myielf to plead. Thy law accufes Ule.. l\1y o\vn con .. 
icience paues fentence upon me. I am not able to fup .. 
port the yie\v of thy jufiice and holinefs. Whither can I 
fly, but to thy Iner~y? Here I defire to take refuge, and 
to rny unfpeakab!e 0 confolatian there is forgivenefs with 
thee; fo that thou nlayefi and oughteft to be feared. In 
difcourfing further on this fubjeB:, \vhich 1 intend to do in 
a manner entirely praa~cal, I propofe, in a dependance 
on divine grace, to follow this method. 

I. I fhall give a brief vie\v of the difcoveries which 
Gad hath made of his n1ercy, as the foundation of the 
!inner's hope; or, in other \vords, fhe\\r \vhat reaion \\"c 
have to believe, that there is forgilrenefs \\1 ith him. 

II. I Ulan point out the connexion betw'een the mercy 
of God and his fear; or ex plain the i nl port of this ex
preiTton, " 1'here is forgivenels \vith thee, that thou nlayefl 
., be feared." 

Itl. I thall make fome praCtical ilnprovemellt of the 
fut~ca. 

I. Firfi, then, let us attempt to give a brief vie\v of 
the difcoveries y;hich Goel hath Inade of his mercy, as the 
foundation of the iinner's hope; or, in other \vords, ihe\v 
\\'hat rea[on \ve have to believe, that there is forgivenefs 
with hinl. F'or this purpofe I obferve, firn of all, that 
the patience and forbearance of God towards finners, in 
the courfe of his providence, is the effeCt of his mercy. 
Even this affords fome faint hope, that there may be for. 
givenefs \vith hin1. See the reafoning or the expofiula
tion of Jonah on the rerpite of the deflruCtion of Nineveh, 
Jonah iVa 2. "And he prayed unto the Lord and faid, 
., I pray thee, 0 Lord, \vas not this my faying, when I 
~~ was yet in my country? Therefore I fled before unto 
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~~ Tar!hith: for I kne\'1 that thou art a gracions God, and 
~(lnercifuJ, flow to anger, anJ of grtat kindntfs, and 
H repentefi thee of the evil." "fhe [cntence being fuf. 
pended, there is tillle given to a pp1 y for pardon, and 
fpace for the. exercife of repentance, \".lith a peradventure, 
or \vho c,~n tel1, whether he nlay not be gracious. 'Ve 
nlay aqd to this, his continual benignity and killclnefs to 
all his creatures, no~ excepting tile evil, the unthankfuJ, 
and the unholy. rfhe nativt.! teridency of ooth there is to 
lead the guilty to repentance, as \ve are told, Ronl. ii. 4. 
U Or defpifell: thou the riches of his gooJnefs and tor
"bearance, and 1ong-fufftring, not knowing that the 
"goodnefs of God leadeth thee to repentance?" But 
though this ought to be mentiollcd, I alU very fcnfible, 
ho.w infufficient it is of itfelf to gi \pe coufolation to a 
\vounded fpirit. Taking in the \vhole plan of providence, 
there are fo many tokens of our Creator's difpleafure, fo 
nluch to be leen of the jufiice and holinefs, as \vell as of 
the goodnefs of God, that it mull leave the finner fiill 
under a dreadful uncertainty in a nlatter of ruch infinite 
concern. ~'orn by the fufpicion which is infeparable 
frolu guilt, he i~ full of refiJefs anxiety; and knO\\ling 
that he mull fhortly appear before God in an unelnbodied 
flate, he is often putting this queHion to hilnfelf, "There
\\~jth !hall I come be fore the Lord? Ho\v 11lall I be able 
to fiand in the judgment? j-~nd thtrefotie, 

2. God hath revealed hilT felf in his \vord, as merciful 
and gracious, long-fuffering,· and flo\v to anger. ']'his 
\vas the great truth on \vhich the finner's hope df.:pended 
ever fince the apofiafy of our firft parents. t-ri:':er fince 
that titne could any loan produce his title to di.vine f3vor 
in his own obedience: and therefore the ll1erc/ of GGd 
early intimated in the fira protnife, continued to 'n~~ke'J if 
I may fpea.k fa, the leading part of the divine charaetet" ill 
aU the difcoveries he nlaue of hirufelf. 1'hus, at the gi
ving of the law, Exoel. xx:~iv. 5, 6, 7. "And the Lord 
"defcended in the cloud, and flood \vith hiln there, and 
'" proclaimed the na.me of the Lord. And tbe l.ord pan:. 
"ed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord, rrhe 
"Lord God, merciful and grac~oL1s, long-fuff~rinr) and 
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" abundant in goodnefs and truth. Keeping mercy for 
" thoufands, forgiving iniqui~y anJ tranfgreffion and fin. 
U and that \vill by no means clear the guilty; vifiting the 
H iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the 
" childrens children, unto the third al1d to the fourth ge. 
"neration." To the fanle purpofe the Pfalmift David, 
Pial. ciii'l 8. "rrhe Lord is merciful and gracious, f}O\V 

'co to anger, and plenteous in mercy." Hear alfo the pro. 
phet Micah; Mi<;ah vii. .. 8. "\Vho is a God like unto 
" thee, that pardoneth iniquity; and pa[eth by the tranf. 
I., greffion of the relnnant of his heritage ? He retaineth 
" not his anger for ever, becaule he delighteth in mercy." 

I do not here fray to confider what hints were given in 
the ancient difpenfation, of the atonenlent which ,vas af. 
terwards to be made by the incarnation of the Saviour. 
Doubtlefs there was fome refpeCl: to. this in the very firft 
pron1ife of the seed of the woman, and alfo in the prolnife 
to Abraham, that in his seed all nations of the earth fhould 
be bleffed. The fame thing was prefigured by the facri ... 
fiees, and fhadowed out by many different Til~S of the 
]\.iQfaic reconomy. It mull, hO\~leVer, be allowed, that 
the faithfu1 in thofe ages raw it only obfcurely, and of con
fequence underflood it very imperfectly. But it was 011 

the revealed mercy of God, which they were obliged to 
feek in the way appointed by himfelf, that they placed 
their entire dependance. 

I cannot help obferving to you, ho\v very encouraging 
the affurallces of pardon are through many paffages of the 
Old Tefianlent; how very gracious the invitations to the 
finner, as if they had been contrived on purpofe to re
move the jealoufy \vhich the guilty are too apt to enter. 
tain; Ifa. i. 18. "Coole now and let us reafon together, 
" faith the Lord: though your fins be as fcarlet, they filaIl 
" be as \vhite as fnow; though they be red like crimfon, 
" they 1hall be as \vaol." Ifa. xliii. 25. "I, even I anl 
" he that b10tteth out thy tranfgreffions for mine own fake, 
" and will not remember thy fins." Ifa. xliv.' 22. "1 
" have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy tranfgreffions, and 
" as a cloud, thy fins: return unto me, for I have redeem. 
"ed thee." Ira. Iv. l.t "Ho, every one that thirfieth, 
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c( come ye to the ,vaters, and he that hath no money; 
" come ye, buy and eat, yea, conle, buy wine and ulilk. 
" without money, and \vithout price." Is this the \vord of 
God? Are there pa[ages \\Tritten for our hellefit? Is there 
any thing more plain, than that God is Incrciful and gra
cious; nay that he dclighteth in mercy: lIo\v great en. 
couragement is this to the exercife of repentance? In this 
very vie\v, indeed, it is urged by the prophet in the 6th 
and 7th verfes of the Iafl cited chapter; "Setk ye the 
" Lord while he may be found, call re upon hirn while 
,. he i s near. Let the \v icked forfake his \~. a y, and tht:) 
" unrighteou~ mall his thought5: and let hiln r~turn unto 
" the Lord, aIld he \-vill have Inercy upon him, and to our 
" God, for he will abundantly pardon." 
. I fhall only add, that as the fcripture every ,"There bears 

tefiimony to the reaclinefs of God to pardoll returning 
finners, fo there are alfo many paffages in \vhich he de
clares his readinefs to pardon the failings \vhich continue 
to cleave to his own people, and treat them with the ut
motl tendernefs and grace: Pfal. ciii. 13. "Like a father 
" pitieth his children, fa the Lord pitietll the m that fear 
"him." Ifa. xl. I I. "He fhaII feed his flock like a 
" fhepherd: he ihall gather the lalnbs with his arm, anJ 
" carry them in his borom, and fuall gently lead thore that 
" are \vith young." lVlal. iii. 17. U And they fhall be 
" mine, faith the Lord of hoIls, in that day w hen I Inake 
" up my je\vels, and I \\7iIl f pare them as a tuao f pareth 
" his O\VIl fon that ferveth him." 

3. But that nothing may be wanting for the complete 
. illufiration of this truth, obferve that it appears in the 
cleareft manner, from the gofpel of Chrifi, that there if. 
forgivenefs with God. In the fulnefs of time, God fellt 
his o\vn fon in our nature, to be a viCtim and facrifice 
for our offences, to bear our fins in his o\vn body on the 
tree. In this afionilliing event, indeed, the loye and 
mercy of God nlines \\lith the brightefi lufire: John iii. 
16. "God fo loved the world, that he gave his only be.
" gotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him, fhould 
" not perifh, but have everlafiing life." In this great 
tranfa~ion, we have n9t only an a[urance Qf ~btaining, 



hut fee th~ price paid for the pm'chafe of our pardon 
I Pet. i. J 8. "Jtor }Ye \\'cre not re(leemed \vith cor .. 
" ruptit)le tllings, ~s fiI\1er ant) go]e), froln }-Otlr \'ain con
e' verfatioll rec(;iv~(.l l,\l tradition froln ,'OtlT fathers." 111. 

- . 
fi~ad of fin(!ing the jHliice c.f God Hand in the way of OUT 

reconciliation and peace. jllllice beillci fuJly fatisficd, feals 
the p~r{iOll, and ad,is to tIle conlt~)rt of the finner. !n 
the illfillite \Falue of this atO!len1ellt, ,,'e may fee tile ex· 
tent of the divine mcrq'. In the infinite power of this 
Sa,:iour,. \lie rna}? fte the ;>erfeB: fecllrit~1 of !!10fe \rl-.o 11u, 
their trll.ll in hiln. Salva' :on, ill all its !)arts, is oflered to 
tlle Cllic1~ of finl1ers: fo tllat, as tile ai)o!lle expreiies i!, 
He11. vi. I8c "r!'}lat b,," t,,··o imlntlt,li))c tl1111{lS, in ,vhicll 

J ~. 

" it was impoffihle for GoJ to lie, we might ha\'e a firong 
" COll Jolatioll, \\:-)10 ha\'e flell for refugt: to la}' hold \1 pOll 

" tIle Ilope fet l)efore us." 
II. I procee(l no\v to the feCOl1{1 tl1il1g propoft;J; \\,hich 

\\'<,S, to point out the conIlexiotl bet\\!een tlle nlerC}· t~f 
God anc his fear, or explain the import of this expref.. 
fion, " There is forgi\"enefs with thee tl1at trlOU ma}~t:fi b~ 
"fearetl." The in11)ort of this exprellion nltlfi be a little 
(lifferent, as ,ve unllerfia11d the lvord Jet.1r'S ,,: llicll is tor~)e
tinles taken in a larger, alld fOflletimes in a more litl1ittd 
fenfe. Sometimes, as being fo eminent a part, it is m~de 
\lfe of to fignify the wllole of religion; fometilnes it fig
nifies that awe and veneration of the facred majefiy of 
.God \vitIl l7hich e'ter}~ one of his lervants ought to be r·a
bitllall)1 poil:;{fed. I filall briefly c011fider it in botll thefe! 
,tie\\1S, ther(! not l1eiIlg the leafi OI)pofitio11 bet\\:-een then}, 
and both carrying in them the mon important and falutary 
• It .0.-Inl--rl.l~llon. 

If we take the fear of God in the text to fignify tbe 
who1e of that duty and obedience we owe to him, then 
the conncxiol1 bet\\'een forgiverlefs \vitl1 Go~l and llis be
ing feared, <l.ppears froln il1efe t\~"O cOl1fideratiol1s. 

r . .I.~ {li;t~o\7ery ef tIle InerC}l' of Go(i is al)foltltely ne
c-dfary to his being loved and ferved by thore whc have 
o!!ce been finners. l)d'pair of mercy dri\'es the finner 
from God, prd~nts him only as the objeet of terror and 
4\,,-eriion; and, inHcad of h,wil1g the it.,fi inftt,tnce ill 
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bringing us to obedience, confirms the guilty in his re· 
bellious oppofition to his 1\;laker. This mufi b~ manifeft 
to every hearer. Ffhere can be no religion at all, either 
in inclinat !0!1 or perfllr!"!~!!nce, if there be no forgivenefs 
\vith God. Ho\v fhould any to much as attellip~ \vhat 
they believe to be an unprofitable labor? 

Though this is a truth which none will deny, laIn 
afraid it is a truth not fufficiently attended to either in it s 
certaint}' or influence. It tends greatly to illuflrate the 
\vhole plan of falvation, by the riches of divine grace, or 
the free, unmerited, unfolicited, love of GO(}. llo\v 
much does it add to the beauty and meaning of fe\'cral 
pa[ages of fcripture! as I John iv. 10. "Herein is love, 
U not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and rent 
" his Son to be the propitiation for our fins." ROln. Y. S. 
" B"ut God comlnendeth his love to\vards us, in that ",hilt: 
" \~"e were yet linners, Chritl died for us." And the loth 
verfe of the fame chapter, "If \vhen \\o'e were enemies, 
" \ve \\,gere reconciled to Goo by the death of his Son; 
'" Inuch more being reconciled, we fhall be raved by his 
" life." Guilt is of a fufpicious nature. It is even ob. 
ferved in offences committed by one man againfi anoth~r, 
that he who hath done the injury is al\vays harden to be 
reconciled. The fame thing appears very plainly in the: 
difpofition of finners towards God. A gloomy fear, e. 
defpondent terror, greatly hinders their return to him; 
nor can they ever take one ftep toward:; him, tin, by the 
difplay of -his nlcrcy, this illfuperable obfiruction is re· 
~noved. " 

2. As a difcovery of the mercy of God is abfolutely ne· 
cetrary to our ferving him at all, fo it is, perhaps, of all 
others the moft po\verful motive to induce us to ferve him 
in fincerity. Nothing whatever more illufirates the eli. 
,rine glory. It prefents him as the proper object of wor
fhip, of confidence,-- and of love. " \Vhen a finner is once 
burdened ,,,ith a fenfe of guilt, fees the demerit of his 
tranfgreffions. and feels the jufiice cf his O\\"n fentence, 
\vhat an inconceivable relief mull it give him to fee the 
divine mercy! and how infinitely amiable tnufi this God 
of mercy appear in his eyes! Others nlay rea.1on at their 
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eafe 1~pon the fubjeB:, he is tranfported with unfpeakable 
5"y on the profpe£(. His heart is immediately taken cap
tive: he feels its confirainillg power, and yiel(ls himfelf 
wiljillgly ttl every demand of duty and gratitude. See, 
to this purpore, the expreffions of the proph~t Hoiea, ch. 
Xl. 4. " I drew them \vitll cor(Is of a man, with bands of 
" love, and I ",as to them as they that take off the yoke 
" 011 their jaws, and I laid meat \lnto them." The fame 
thing is every \yhcre in the New 1·eftament reprefented 
as the great commanding princip1e of obedience, 2 Cor. 
v. 14. .., For the love of Chrill confiraineth us, bel~atlfe 
,. we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
, .. dea(l." I John iv. 16. "And we have knO\\'ll and be
" lie\:ed the love that God hath to us. Gotl is love; and 
" he tllat dViel1etil in love, dwelleth in God, and God in 
&, llim." Al1d verfe 19, of the fame chapter, "'Ve IO':.e 
,t him, ~caufe he urfl lovell us." 

But further, even taking iear in a more limited fenre, 
as figllifying a holy reverellce and dread of the power and 
nlajefiy of God, there being forgivenefs with him, is fo 
far from \\reakelling, that it ftrellgthens this fear; and that 
on the t\VO folloYiing accounts. 

I. The i!lfillite obligations \\·e lie under to divine mer
cy, mull fervc to ilnprove our fenfe of the evil of fin, as 
committed againft fo good and fo gracious a God, and to 
increafe our abhorrence of it. The mercy of God to the 
gllilt}7, at the fame tinle that it brings unfpeakable confo
}:l.tion, as deli\lering tllem from the wrath to come, 1erves 
to hllnlble them, by a view of their o\vn unworthy and 
Ulldutiful con(luct. \\rhen an awakened convinced iOlll, 
under tIle a})prellenfion of eternity approaching, begins to 
contemplate the mercy of Gocl as the ground of forgive
nels, he immediatdy thinks upon this mercy, as having 
all along ijJa!ed llitll ill tIle nlid!l of his provocat1ons. 
'Vhat a wonder of mercy is it,. does he fay to himfelt: that 
I was not immediately cut off in my wickednefs, at iuch 
a lime, or at fuch a time, which now return full upon his 
nlemOrj! He cannot eafily feparate the remembrance of 
paft crimes from the mercy that with-held immediate 
vengeance. And iurdy nothing will fcrve more to make 
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the finner tremble ancl fi,!nll aftoTllfhe(l at l"Jis 0\\·0 gtlilt, 
than refletlion on that forhearance of a p"tj~nt Gm\ whilh 
did not doolTl hiln to inf~al,t al1~~ ,1cl~r\,·et1 deitlltcti~~1, l'fUt 

fpared him to hear the glau tidings of peace. 
l~lltls the uIlfpeakable grace of God iIi the gofj;tl opel15 

the: fprillgs of pentitential forro\v, and 111al{es tllem flc\~,· 
Inore fweetl)T i11(ieed, but more freely, and nlore (X)pioufly 
thatl before. Y au may obferve tIle firong l)iClllre (}f 11l"

llitence and love, which is dra\\·11 \\'ith inilllitable lleaut)· 
by the eva.l:~e1ifr Luke,ch. vii. :. 7, 38. "And behold a 
" \voman in the city, which \vas a filliler, ,'·llen ~1e kIlt';\\

,c that Jeflls fat at nleat ill the PIla.rifee's 110tlfe, brou~~11t 
" an alabafler.box of ointmellt4t al1d {looti at his feet bt~-

I 

" hind hin~ weeping, and began to waih his feet with 
" tears, and (lid wipe them \Vit!l the hairs of her llead, and 
" kiffecl his feet, and anointed them \vitll tIle ointment." 
~r as it not in grace atld mercy that t11e fuffering Sa\Tiot1r 
looked upon Peter, which ilumediately confounded him? 
Luke xxii. 61, 62. ,,' And tIle Lord turned, 'an(l loolcccl 
" upon Peter; and Peter remembered the word of tbe 
" Lord, hO\\T lle had raid unto him, Before the cock cro\\r, 
" tll0U fllalt deny me thrice. Ancl Peter \\rent Otlt, ancl 
.. , wept bitterly." What is it elfe t11at is relJreiel1ted l1)' 

the prophet as having fo {hong an effeCt upon the bdic\"er 
in producing penitential forrow, but the love of our Re-
d ~ Z 1 .. " .' . .,. T ··1 1 I f eemer. ec 1. XII. 10. .(~~;1Ci.~ \Vll pour UpOll t 1c lOll&<: 

" of Davill, and tIrOll the in11abitants of Jerufalelll, the 
~, fpirit of grace and of fupplications, anti they fk411 loo!~ 
" upon me whom they have pierced, and they {ball mourn 
" for him, as OIle mourneth for llis Ollly [011, antI n!ali l)(~ 
" in bitternefs for him, as one that is ill bi tterI1t: fs fo~' 1-} is 
" firft.born. " 

2. Forgivenefs with God tends to increafe our fear anJ 
reverence of him, frool the tnanller ill wliich, anJ tIle CO!le 

dition on which it is bellowed.' Every circumftance in 
this difpenfation of divine metey is calculated to abd~ the 
finner, and leave him nothing whereof to glory befor~ 
God. Forgivenefs is always declared to be an aCt of 1'0-
vereign grace, If. xliii. 25. "I, even I am he that L-otteth 
" out thy tranfgrellions for mine on fake, and "ill not 



" r~nltlnt)~r thy fins.." ,,7 e are fIll!!)· tit1les CJlltioll::C! 

ag,tillli illlptlti11g to ourfc)\-es, or our O~·ll nlerit, \\·hat ;s 
nll'rcly tile t;fi~a of (li\~il)e 111er\:}r. If tile fcrir;tllre i~ r~ad 
,viti) care, tllerc \vill be obrerved n1all}' paffa~ts \\ hiclll:lr
ji~ tllis il111ruaion in thein, to bc\\'are of tal\.iJ1g nlcrit to 

ourfClves from the di\'ine goodnefs, or any til~Cl or exprt:f .. 
Lion of it: })eut. ix. 4, 5. "Speak not thou in lhiae hea.rt, 
,~ after tQlt the Lor<.l th\~ God Ilafi call t!1enl out ii·onl ll\!. 

~ 

tit fore thee, J~lying, ll~ar my rightt:oufnds the Lord hath 
" brought mt: in to polli:is thi5 hmd: but for the wickt'd ... 
,,. nefs of thele nil.tiollS tIle LOlli dotll (lri'-e tllem Gut from 
" before thee. Not for thy righteoufucis, or fdf t~le "p
H rightnefs ofthine heart, don thou go to poffds :hcif Janft ; 
" but for tIle wicke(lilefs ofthtfe natiolls tlle Lort! t!!" <"~otl 

~ 

\\ doth drive them OU( from before thee, aGd that he may 
" perform the word which the Lord [ware unto thy hthers, 
1.\ Abraham, If.'lac, and Jacob." Ez~k. xxxvi. ~f, 22. 

u Hut I ha\.l pity tor min~ holy name, Whi:h t:1C houfe of 
,~ lirael had prof~lned among the heath~i1, \\ i:; ~hcr they 
"went. Therefore fay unto tht; 1 Juft..: (If Hi-Jel .. 'rhus 
h faith the Lord God, I do not this fo. your J~ .. kt:s, 0 houle 
•• \.)t l!i'ael, but tor mine hoiy name~5 Jake, ;,\ I~;dl ye have 
h pro!~~!led among the heathen, \.vhither }t \\·cn~. H 

it is probttbJ)T alto \\9ith tl1is vie\v, if \Ve lll:lj~ !)rCflllne to 

oil~:" an opinion on fo deep a fubject, that the obj~as of 
i~)ccial !1~t:rcy are fOJnetim~s cllofell trOll1 an10n~ tIle tTlcfi . ~ 

c.;ri ini;lal, e\~c!Il tile Cll1tf of fintlers. Does not this for!li(l, 
ifl tIle firollgeli: terlll~, e\:-er}F lnan to Ilarhor tIle leafi 
tllQugllt, as if !-)}~ his O\\~n rigl-itcollilltfs, or beillg c()lnl)~l
rati\'e!)~ lcis 'vicl~(:d thall otIlers, he llad been entitle,-} to 
tIl\! (iiville i-avor: ROll}. ix. 15- 18. ,Co For he faitll to 
" .\Iofl:s, I \riB hare me'fer on whom I will have mercy. 
,~ ami I will ha\:e compaflion on whom I will h ... ve com· 
'" paffion. So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
,~ that runlIerll but of G.od tllat fllewetll nlerc,'. For the ., 
.. fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, Even for this f~lne purpofe 
" have I raifecl tllee Ur)) tllat I tnight fite\v Ill}Y l)o\\'er in 
" thee, arl{l tllat nl}' nanle Inigllt. be declared throllghout 
" all the earth. Therefore hath he mercy on whom he 
" ","ill have mCl"cy, and whom. he will he hardencth.~~ 



B~lt the circumt1ance 01) "'Il!ch 'lee are r3~:~·(1 cJ.!~fl,· to . 
fix our attelltion, is, tllat for~i\·t:ll~:ts is 11l·t:o\':::~i OI~:\~ 

< -

through the blood of Chrill. It is fn:dy auj f'.l(;ioiJily 
bdlowed upon the finner, but was \.k~rJ~r and h .. rdly rur-
chafed b\~ the fllr~t\y. This is no nt:\\' ('f U11UIi.l~\1 f,J1ltl.:a 
in this ~ongreg:!.~!~n. Bt;t Oh! my b .. ct!l~·t:n, that" we 
could in laDle Ol\!aJure aT l'r~hel1l1 its il1finite illll){lrt:!llr~. 
T'hink, I beft't"ch YOll, on the hoJint-rs and jufiic~ of G\'d, 
a:; th~y thine in th~ fllf1~ ~'il!~~s .lIld cro!s of Chrifi: th~~t :t 

ri~htfOlJS God reqilll cd fulJ tjtisJ~tlion for fin; th~;.t "the 
l .. len! laid on him the in~quitic:s of us ali ;" ti,.lt .. it 
(t pleaftad the Lord to bruifc him, and to put him to grid~U 
Are not the olajdiy and purity of Gud !t:t f~rlh in t!,:s 
tranla~tion, in tht! mon ('lear aOtl 1~~il11e, nil)" ill tj:~ !l:C:t 
a\\'tu) and t~.rible chtlr,lc\ers? }'or lh~}' arc: \\'rittt:ll in 
blood. Is the Lord LO he pr.lifed J"9r his mercy ? an,l is 
he not &1fo to be feared for his jailicc ? ~'!a}' we not, or 
rati'ler nluft ,,-e !lot, fa,-, "If j~,ch thill~S \\"(!r~ COlle ill t!:e ... ~ , 

'" green tft!f", what fball be done in the dry :" Ii Go:! 
l;:'w it necdfary t~ Jay fi.~ch a load of wrath upon the He!y 
One, , .. ·hell fta!lUiot! ill the room of finners, \\:-11~t fl!c,Jl 
be til\! condition Of the impenitt:llt tmnr~re[()rs, who l!laU 
ji~ ull{l~r it fl)rC~'er ~ '\l C filay \Vell ;l"loj)t the \\'cr,,!s cf 
~Iofcs to th~ c!1iIJrcn t)f Ifr~\cJ, Dcllt,. xx\'iii. 58, 59. ,. 1:' 
'\ thou \vilt not Cb:tf\"e to (10 all tile \vor(ls of tilis l~~ \'l ti..,:. ~ 
,~ are \\:rittetl in lIIlS book, th:lt thOll llla\·fi f~~tr this glee 

• t 

i~ i'IOUS allll ft:arful tlall1e~ 'l'HE LOltO "fI-I\7 GOD; 
~'tll~n the iror(l \':ill nt~ke tllY 1)1~\~lleS \von,,!erfl.l, tillU 
(", " L f' I I J ... " t!le p!aslleS ot tn)· c:ei. \ e\'en ~reJ.t p agaes, all' 01 !tJr:b 
-~ cOil~inuance, and fore !ickndl~s, :iud of long c~atinu-
., '\I'C" ~) 

d ~ c. 

Do you not no\\·, ulY brethren, fee much propriety. J.S 

'\'tl1 as i!ltlruc1ioll, ill tllis lallglla~e. " But ti:c;re is tc~~. 
" gi,'elle!s \\ith tl1(;\.-, tllat tJ10U m~}"il be fcarC:ll ~'" Ti~e 
exprdfion inJ~::d i5 not fingular in the holy Scripture, C\".:o 
in tll~ :~(lfe }10\\- jl!~liirated. It is certailll)' OIl i!\e faille 
fuhjea the PlaLmi:i is fpeaking, wh~n he: fays, PI: :\.1. 3. 
~'- .i\.tld he ll~lt'" I)ut a Ilt\V Ion ill Ill}· Oloutll, c\·t:n 11!·~i:~ 
... unto our GoJ: llllUY lb~.ll fee it, and teaT, anJ a~.;iil~ 
{( t-l"'ulil. 'In tlll O Lord )J "s -l It'o t1'" e pt"'O f" 1,,.,.t If,,': --l {!, ~ - : l II \; • oil. ,... ... !' .• \' "t.\'- ... ~ --. ••••• ,. 

VOl.. I. <L q 



3 I \J J/t.~bt· ,if .PtJ!gi'Deness wilh God. 

£:. " .. ~fter\\'~lrtJ5 fhall the Cllil(lren of Ifrael return, all(l 
." 

.. ~ leek tIt\! Lo. d tbeir G()~I, aI1(II)avid their king, arid fhall 
" ttJr lIlt! Lord, atl~l llis goo(lneJs in tIle latter da)"s." 

III. I procee(l 110\V to make fome praCtical impro\ye. 
fllt:!lt of \\lJ1at hatl} beell f'li(l. Alld, 

I. Fronl \V)lat hatll been raid, you rna}? Jearn, that none 
elil \lnJertland, elnbrace, ur efl(.aem tIle mercy of God, 
bJt thofe who are cOll\'inced of their 1in and mifery.
l\'1ercy Ca!l be of bellefit 0111)' to the guilty; mercy can 
l~~! h~tlo\\~ed onl)! on- tIle guilty; and tl1erefore all that can 
h~ fai(i in illlifiration of the llivine mercy, all that can be 
hlid in commendation of the divine mercy, will be ef
tct:llletl as idle tJ.les by thole \\-ho do not knO\~· themfel\7es 
to be guilty. HeIlce the negligence and lloconcern \vith 
\'t"llich the gofpel is receivec}, "ery many ofthofe to ,\,hom 
it is (lddrefletl are illfel1fible of their danger. The em
p!O)'OlclltS of the worl(l ir~grors their tillle; ttJe enjoyments 
of tile \\'or1l1 pollefs their affeClions: an eternal, unchange
able Hate is f".ppofed at too great a diftance to require their 
attclltiOJ1.. I befeech )'011, nl}~ llretllren, to confider, that 
the tiJlle of ~·Ollr triai is \,.pafling apace. Let the con1-
Illellcelllt!11t of anotller [ealon" put }~OU in mind of its 
rl)t;~(ly llalT~\gc, allrl p~rflJ:itle YOll to look for\varc} to the 
(by of death or jud~ .. nent, when all offers of mercy, and 
e~:hortations t() re{kr,tancc, thall ceafe, and ,\-hen, thOllgh 
Were m~y he lorgivends with God to all the proper objeCts 
of it ill his txtellfive tlOllliIlioll, )"et tllere il1,\11 be ne for
~ti V"c 11efs for VOll. 
v ." 

2. It'rO!ll \\:llat llatil l">een faill ,'"on rna,r obfer\~c, tl1at tIle . .. 

pul)licat~o11 of di,--ille nlerC)!", :11at tIle illilfiration of tJle 
ricllt!s of liivil1t grace illlIle gofllel, Jlath 110t tIle leafl tell

{lCllf)r to leffell (lUr l~ll!e of tile el"il of lill, or tIle obliga
ti()ll \\'"C lie l!l)(lcr to obe{liell<.~e: 011 tile contrar}T, it ferves 
gre~ltl): to illll)fQve bot}l tile Olle all(l tl,c otller. \\!llell \\'"c 
eri~lea\~or to llrillg COllfo)atioIl to tile l)rokell itll1eartj \Vllen 
u:e I~ t before tl1eln tIle tender Inercies of Ollr (;o~l, and tIle 
infiu.le compai1ion of the Saviour; when we prefs them 
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to hearken to the invitations of the gofpel; when we cn
courage them to Tefl: their falvation tll)011 it, antI to l~~: at 
peace; this only ferve;; to excite til(;~r indi,!fl.llion ag~iin:{ 
fill, and perfua(le t}lem to f1.',. frcrll it, to l)r:il~ t:lelll t~·) 
the obedience of children, all(l fhe"l ~lbrGau '!lc 10';(; of lilli 
in tllei r Ilearts. 

3. From \rh,\t hath been filill, j~Otl lila)- fe~ tlllA ~!j:1~·r .. 
ence lkt\veen a real all(} fcriptural tlifco\"lry ()J' lor~i\"e ... 
lltfs \vith GO(}, alld that carelt.:fs fccurit}r \\-llic)l ~lrif~s fro; •• 
a prefl1ffiptuouS reliance on his general mercy. TIle f)','" 

prevents ccn\·itlion, tIle otlltr prOllucc$ it. Fl'lle gt!!~r ... ~l 
alld conllnon p)t;a cf Guo's nlcrc!", keeps t!lC tllll1cr at 
e~fe as he is; but a real an,} fcriptural (lifco,-cr}9 ()f :~)r~~i\·t.:. ," 
nefs \vith God, heals the broken ill lleart\ :\11\1 at t~lc f:\Ille 
tilne increafes tIleir it:nfe of the e\'il of fin, all\l t)leir abll<fa-. 
l'ence of every approac}l to it. 

Prefumption, and fuch views of God"s mercy a~ are 
taken by the fecure, arife entirely frOtl} the extenllatioll ot' 
:fin. The langtlage of their llearts is, " Surel)- this is not 
fo great a matter, but God's mercy wi11 forgive it." If 
you \\riJl eitller ferioufiy examine }lonrielvcs, or ot)!cr\-e, 
with fome attention, the difcourfe of carelcfs worl(!ly per. 
fons, you will perceive this very clearly. They comfOl t 
themfelves \vith the thoughts of their little cOffi))arati\=-e 

guilt, ratllcr than of the certainty a11d greatlltfs of di\"ille 
lnercy. "I may perhaps," fi\}"s one of theln, " ha,"e heell 
" guilty of fuell or fuch fins: bllt I an} ft~re I ne'tcr (lill fo 
" or fo," or perllaps as fOl11e otllers \\"110 ilnnlediately oc
cur to tlleir mincls as greater fil1Ilers tllatl tl1e111felves. I 
cannot help nlerltioning to }'-OU the fay"ing of a l)ril1Ce of 
our o\vn C01Jntrv to\var<.ls the clore of life, \\,110 11a<1 lleell a . 
rell1arkable libertine in his }"ounger );c:ars : , .. I Call1l()t 

" t11ink," fi\}·s he· " that God will be 10 harcl as to (l~tJl}ll 
i' a man for taking a little pleafure out of the commvn 
" road." 

In oppofition to this, the true penitent fees more th.ln 
ever his inexcufable guilt as a finller, but hopes for for. 
givelleis from God, as tIle etTetl of !1is 0\\'11 infinite grace, 

- K C h ~ll' 1, \. ...:. I I tel) ~ n l "-) '~i' ~ ·ll' t 
. • ... " ". --. ~ • • A.l .. ,,' , l & - u • • • 
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~nd the accomplifhment of his promiie in the gafpe}. 
He gives the whole glory of it to him; and never thinks 
of dirninifhing the luHre of his tranfcendent mercy, by 
covering or extenuating the offence. Hence fecure per
fons are eafily fatisfied, \vhile true pecitents make fuppli
cation with ltrong crying and te,~rs. They 'are often re
confidering the prolniie, and freq'lcntly quefiioning tb,:! 
ground on ,vhich their dependance has been p1.lced. 
Hence alfo fecure perfons feek eafe to 1h~lnielves fron1 
the remonfirances of confcience, by Hifling conviCtion, 
::md offeringexeufes; but true penitents, by giving full 
force to the accufation, and pleading the benefit of the re
million. rro fay all in a word, the one firuggles hard to 
be found innocent, the other to obtaitl mercy. 

• 4. From what "hath been fa~d, you may fee of ho\v much 
nl0lnent it is to the Chrifiian to keep clear vie\\~ s of the 
mercy of God, as well as of his own intereft in it. 1'he 
moment he lafes the comfortable fenre or peace with God, 
his chariot·wheels are troubled, and he drives heavily. It 
makes his duty burdenfo1l1e, and his trials infupportable. 
And no wonder, fince he is not fo far left of God as to 
return to t~e fecurity of finners; and at the fame time 
the fource of his inward canfolation is like a spring shut 
1IP, and a foulltain scaled. For ~7hat end are the pro ... 
mires of God contained in fcripture? why are they put 
into your hands? why are they repeated in your ears? 
"Vhy, but for preferving you in that peace \vhich the world 
cannot give, and \~,rhich, bleffed be God, it cannot take 
av{ay •. Hear what your Saviour fays John xvi. 33. 
" 'l'befe things I have fpaken unto you, that in me ye 
" n)ight have peace. In the world ye fllall bave trihula .. 
tiel1: but be of good cheer, I have overcome the \vorld." 

5· In the 1aft place, You Utay fee from \vhat hath b~ea 
fold, in \vhat way you nlay moll efleEtually, and cr.oll cer. 
tainly, preferve your peace \vith G(\J, viz. By the fre
quent exercife of penitence and confeiiion. Tnis w~ll 
:flL~\v you the neceffity of forgivcnefs frolll God. rrhis \vill 
cenHralo you daily to feek for forgivenefs from God. Be .. 
'\~; are of fet:kin·,.,. or pre1er\Yin~ I)e~tCC hv the extenuation of 

("':) <.')./ 

ill!, or by liUling conviCtion. 'I~his n1ay \\'eU Itad you 



to flotil and ft:fllrit,· f'Or ;a. teah"'n" \'-}licl1 1Cl'''S f;1C fOI!n(la. 
J .. 

t:Ol1 of the l)!~l~·rt'!f rCI~ntallCl~ of .111: I'llt ,,-iiI lle\'"t:r ~j\·e 
"Oil t!lC co~nfo:'t of Gc\I"s e)lil\]ren. Ill! tt:it ~llt:{'tt) his .. 
e':t"S ll"'~t' l.;s ()\~"~l fillS" fil:t!1 11c,·er ftc tIlt:' ;:10;'\' (If i!i. . . , -
\' ~n~ l~lerc~!', ~::ri()~:s, ,. ~ :~Int:lr'''" t i~ ~ illCr\l~ -: 1111.1'-" ~t,,: if 11. '" , . 
• ' f"".. I I' f'" '" ,.. , 1~ :;!..: tr!le \V'l).· 0 .. llrO!11(\~!11~ _l\.li 1 ~~13.t !C!~:!:!~e:~ 'f! {J\.lt~·, 

a~:\.i i.:~,tt p~:lC--! \\'!t:~ (;0-:1, ,,'~i~} ... Oll~~h: to ~ ,j1c (:!)~ i1!~Jf) 's 
• . .... ... ,,~ ... l. " .. • ,," -"" '.. t .... ' ~ -- , .... .. ~ ...... ......... ~ ~ ... ~ .... Jj" • I t' \\-h ' "" j' 1 .. - ~... ... ~ ,\ :" t,; • "e low. r" • a" \. \ l r l ~ r I , ro}" s (. , t . t , ~ i ,,\. ~ l' • l'~ \ t ~ 1 0-

r-~otes file gro\'..,th of tr~)e pie!)·. ·fIle ~(\rpt:) is I',lrt iflll.lr

It- d:rttl:tl to !;:o!~ tJ).tt ler tllrir nect:fii~,". It hrit!:s Ci)ll'-
.ttt • \. 

f\irt to ttl: nlol:rner, help to tIle lnjfl~rulll~ 1 3tl(! 111l rl.'~" to 
t:~e ~uiJt,~. It is ~l ::re~!t nlitlake, to tllil1k, t}l~t~ tIlt, «(ttl ... 
,~ ,-

tritioil a~lil pel1it(.~11re of ti1e clliltlre!l of GO(l is llurt!lll t(: 

:ileir (,~':l)!Ort .. for it is tile \"c~,' foun\.latioll of it; ~rtl)rt! .. ., 
.. " j.... f1'" ,. .. '"' 1 ") I 1 ,. 1" Ing to tll~t reIl ...... llll~ i.U o:l"Je, '''"'It 1 ""flle 1 iJla'l C(\llt;&ttlle, 

If: hi. I", 2,~. ... rrite fpirit of the Lonl God is upon me, 
C.\ b::{'all!~~ t:l~ I_A.'r,:1 )l:lt:l anoillted llle to Ilreacll ~(.(\{I t;. 
~, tii'l~~ tlnto tllt~ In~ek, he llatll fent nlt! to bill:J tIl) tIle llfO ... 

t\. k~Jl.he~rlt~rl, to ))rncl.liol liberty to tIle captives, all(1 tile 
u (\penin~ uf the potan to them th~\t are bound: to pro~ 
U chim the acceptahl,· year of the Lord, and the day of 
tt \'ell!;eJl1Ce of our GL\(I, ~o conlfort all tllat mOtlTll: tt) 

" aproillt llnto tllCill tllat IllOtlrr) ill ZiJll, to give Ull~O 
c~ them bt'ant}' for afiles. the oil of joy for l11ourning, the 
'" ~:\rment of p·-aife tor the fpirit of he~l\"int'fs, that they 
" O"tlght be f':ll!~.:l trees of righteoufnefc;, th~ planting of 
u the Lord, that he might i~ ~l,-'~ifit:d." 
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THE NAT U REo F }~ A 1 l' H. 

SERMON 4 . 

••• 

I JOHN .. -
Ill. 23. 

And this is '!is c!Jmlnt1ndmel1f, that toe should [Jrlic-'i.tf fin tI,t '" 
lLalne of 'lis SOli Jesus C.'lri~·t. 

ACTION SERMON. 

W E propofe, in a little, to draw near to God in th~ 
moll folemn aCt: of Chrifiian \vorfhip. "iitl, \\·hat 

humble folicitude ought we to enquire, whether we are 
truly intitIed to this great priviiege, or may hope for ac
ceptance in this important duty. It is the moll explicit, 
and the moft public profeffion "re c,an make of faith in \.~e 
Redeemer's blood; and tllerefore none can do it in a pro
per manner, but thofe who have illdeed believed ill the 
RedeeJner's name. 

Faith in Chrifi is the great foundation of our peace lyith 
God. It is the great principle of our fan8ification. It is 
the great difiinaion between tIle heirs of glory and tIle 
heirs of hell: "For he that believeth, and is baptized, 
" fhall ~ faved; but he that believeth not, thall be damn· 
"ed." . And therefore no fubjeCt can be of more impor
tance . ill general, or more fuited to our prefent employ. 
ment, t!tan ,\'hat is prefented to us in the words of the 
text: This is his cOnltlZandnzel1t, That we shottld believe 
Oil the name oj"his Son Jesus eorist. 

In the context the apofUe is fpeaking of the Chrifiian's 
confidence or periu.ation of his relation to God, ver. lO, 1 I, 



~ 1. "}t'or if our he;lft COli{lelnll us" (i:;J i~ ~relt·~r t~"~, 
" our Jleart 311,1 kll(J\\·~lh all t~in:··s. 13 .. I(l\:ed" if ot:r h~Jrt .. ' 

,e cOllllellln l:S not~ then h_.l,"e \\·c COil fil!l.'~C~ tC\",',trJs 
"Goll. .\11,! \v)latfOe,"cr \\-e alk \\' _ r~c~i, t' oi Ilitll; llC
(' C:lute ,'''e keel> Jli~ COll1111al)lll1lCllts, \lIlt! do thofe !~!ill~S 
" that are p!eafing ill his fi~ht." 

JlaviJ1g tnt!s melltioncd the COI11~Tl:lnJt))~I\ts, he t~oiJJts 
(~:.Jt in tl!e \\"orrls no\~· Tt::tt .. l, tilt: ~ fl ~~t Cl"li')~:!.ll'~!":t:: l! S l'~' 
t:~~ ~Jfr~·~i, ill their ~nlc:r, J1!ltili.tis is his ;"tl .. ·nl!I'!!/~:l'.ftl1~/11: 
(~Z ' II L .... , ,... , , ~. 

~ ~ ~ .. ; I '~"~ s:.. 'tl: .. "l£. :J~i !r:--~~ VII I.'J~' :1,; i~;t: ~JI !:.J:S ~Ol' j'CSll:; 

( ... ~~l,:"i~t, I111J ~~e C11~ 1l11.;:/.\.-r, ,1S l~,' ~-" .. i~·"" liS ,:tJll:1;;.'i:.I (!-
t.~ 

mtll!. l\1y purpore at this time i:i, tl~ cOl.Gm: lH! idf h) 

tilt: nru of t!le!e; and Ollell, in as C011ljlft.!lCllti\'t: ~"1tl 
llraaic.ll a mann~r 3S I ?;u able, "';--'tt it is Iv bw·!j:.,-.:~ 

, ,. :t I" -... I So t"~' , ' .. 
'11 !i}~ Il{1111t: iJf J~;~!S~:"}I"I";( ;..:~ 11 OJ voa; allti na\I:16 
.ion\: 10, to m~tk·· lom~ p,,;tdic:\l impruv~ment of the r~~. 

j\!a; n.lrt~cila:·)y, b\: ?}rdulh't e\,t:ry hearer. in the lnci! .. ... _ r n .. 

c.uildi: mall&1cf, to vlky t~:;s c . .lI!~mtmJm:ll! of G~:d. 

I. Ia th ~ .. Prst phce, l!Jt~n, I ~Hn tc expiain what it is 
to l~li{:ve Oil the 11at'!lC t)f lcftlS (::lrill tl)«: SOIl of Gcd . .. 
l\~I!tll!' have t1t:t'll [ll~ cQll,rv\'eri:~~ rai!tll 31)(1 agi~a:el! 0:1 

! -'l:S li.bjcl,t, 1!1011 of tile:)} tl!lllft,lital11e, 'lfltl iOlllC of ~lleln 
\'~r}- hurtflll, ~1S t~llli~Ilg to lii(~it!i~t l!t1J pcrp!~x tIle nl:nt)s 
of jeriolls 1)~ri~113, a.h.! f(Hllctillles e\'ell to fllrillfll an oil-
jed!~a to the enemtcs or the gOI))C1. I fll(lll therdore 

... 1 1 .. ,"',..., "',. '" 1 I ," ... I 
a\-Uil t:\"~r}:- to!:16 l'l ~!1iS ~llllll :lS !!l g!:il(;ra Ullt t:llraD e~ 
II1ll at t!ll.i til11\! !l;~;:) !}P l~! l!~a!~'\:lal))e; anti en(!ca \-01' to 

la)1 it tlc)\f!l ill ftJell ~\ !11all11tf a~ i f"HlpC Ina~l be utltler-
f' I b 1 '1 1 (' ~ 1 '" ," • ' fl' d [(lO( }T tIle 111~a!1\.~1 r~~l .. \....llflatlcill, alllt m~\}' at or to 

e\'t:rJ~ cxcrcii~(l !o~l in\,:~\r{l COllIOi,ltioJl alld peace \\~ith 
GoJ . 

. Fer this purpoit", I hope it will be fufficient to ohfen-e, 
t!ltLt t~l:t~l Ina)· b~ c(}!lilc.iereu itl t\\'O \,ie\\1S; its objea, ancl 
i:., aaings: 1 ft, 12'~ (.'l~;a! of ,/'tlilh; that is to fay, the 
truths to be bdiev~d: ldJy, The actillg's of faith; or 
\,.-il:lt it is to l'el~e\:·e tileie to tile faving of tile tOliI. As to 

_ th(! ohjcCl of faith, it is thus expreffed in Ollr text, This is 
bis commandment, T.~'at "(ve should bdil.''V('' Oil ihe name of 
hi)' Son J(;'SltS G:~ri$t. Christ Jesus, the Saviuur, then, is 



the object of faith. This, in its full extent, jnc.1ud~s 
e~·ery thing that is revea]ed in the holy fcriptures, with 
refpetl: to Ilis ~·rfon, chara8er, and \\'ork. It may illliL'ecl 
be laid to include the \\'hole re\'ealt·d \\'ill of GQ(l; I)ec,~ ll.e 
every part of this \viiI has a more ftlllote or illllOt:lliatc 
ret~rt!llce to him. CJlrifi Jt.:ius is l~ th~ ..:\ t l)%la :111<.i ()Ille:. 

, .. ga, the firft and the laft, the begil1rli11~ an(1 tIle ~tllli ll.~~," 
of the \vil1 cI God as re\~eaJe(1 for our idl \ '.t llil. li~t as 
every thillg cllt: was only illtroduClor)' alIt! pr~plr(it()ry to 
his atonement, or confequent upon it, I ih.lll chiefly dirca 
your attentioll to hinl f\S a Sa\"iollf fron1 gllilt antl polltl
tion. 1"his the name of Jdus illllllttii,ltely import:::: 
l\ilatth. i. l.I. "And thou fhalt call his n:une Jetus: for 
" he 111all lave his people fr.1m their fins." In this view, 
1 think the objC!Ct of iaith may be fummed up in the tol. 
lo\ving particulars. 

I. That we are, by nature, in a nate of fin, alienated 
in heart from God, tranfgretfors of his la~v, and liable to his 
\vrath. If this \v~re not the cate, a Sai:iour \\"oul<.l Ilot 
be nece!Tary j $01,;)01;011 would be a woru wit;lOut force, 
and eVetl \\'ithout me'\Tlina. It is ac.:orclillJlv tOtll1(1 ill o OJ 

experience, t)jat till there be a conviaion of tllis trutll 
llpon the confcience, the tidings of a Saviour are al\\·~}·s 
treated \vith neglect or dildain. Nothing can l1e firollger 
than the language of fcripture on this fubjeCl. in many pat: 
filges; particularly, Matth. xviii. II. ., For tht! Son of 
'I. mall is come to fave ttl;lt \Vllich \\'as loll. " Lu ke v. 3 I ~ 
31 . ,~ And Jefus anfwering, faid unte them, tl:ey that are 
,- whole, need not a phyfician; but they that are fick. I 
" came not to call the righteous, but finners to repentallce. " 
I fitall alia real} to vou the aCCOullt of our 11atural fl,ltc, 

" and the eud of ChTi{~'S coming, given by the apofile Paul. 
Eph. ii. I 5." And you hath he quickened who 
" were dead in trefpafies and fins, wherein in time pall: 
" }Te walked acc!>rding to the courft: of this world, accord" 
" ing to the pritlce of tile po\\·er of the air, tile jpirit that 
" Il0\V \\'orketll in the children of (~i~ohe<.liellce. Amollg 
~~ \\'hom alio \\-e all had our canverfation ill tilnes pall, ill 
" the 'luils of our Belli, fulfilling the defires of the flelh, 
" and of the mind; and were by nature the children of 
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" wrath, even .as others. But God, who is rich in mercy, 
" for his great love wherewith ~e loved us, e\-en when \\-e 
" were dead in fins hath quickened us together with Chrifi, 
" (by grace ye are raved)." I forbear to mention the 
proof of this from the hillory of the world, from the marks 
of God's difpleafure againfl fin in the courfe of providence, 
and from tIle tefiimonv of ccnfciellce, as I have iJlufirated 

~ 

theln at confiderable length in other diftourfes. Let it 
fuffice at prefent to fay, that the firfi truth which is the ob
jetl of faith, is the g!lilt and rnifel'Y of our nature. 

2. Tile next part of the ohjeCl: of faith is, that there is 
no \vay of recovery from tllis flate but by Cllrifi: .1\cts iv. 
12. " Neit11er is there fa1vation ill an}' otller; for there is 
" none other name under heaven given among men where .. 
" by we mtlft be raved." If tllere \vere any other, it 
\\'ould not be the cOll1mancl of God that we filOllld belie\ge 
in the name of his fon Jefus Chrifi. After men are in 
fome meafure fenfible that they are guilty, it is often diffi
cult to convince them that the): are helplefs. l'here is 
fometlling 10 Inortif}?ing in tllis COllfifleration, and fo hum. 
hling to our pride, tllat it is ,\Titll great un\villingnefs \ve 
yiel(} to it. Nay, after ,,:e have feemecl to confels it, \ve 
are often ready to retraCt. it. rrhe finl1er l1as al\ta}~s a 
pronenefs to feek fOllle refource in himfelf. - Hence the 
edifpofllion to extelluate his guilt; anil if he cal1not 111ead 
abfolute, to place iOllle dellellclance upon comparative in
nocence. Hence the difpofition to magnify human merit, 
as if, b)7 tIle vallie of fOtlle goocl deeds, \ve could balaIlce 
or cancel the guilt of Otlr difobeclience. Hence the erlcl
lefs variety of human inventions, of conly facrifices and 
voluntary penance. ~ficah vi. 6, 7. U 'Vherewith fhall 
CL I come be~ore the I.on], and bow myfelf before the high 
" God? fIlall I conle before hiln \vith burnt~offerings, 
" witll ca1,'es of a )7ear old? 'i\7iIl the Lord be pleaietl 
" \vith thOtlf:ln(ls of rams, or with ten thoufands of rivers 
'10 of oil ? fuaU I give my lirfi-born fc,;:, my tranfgreffion, the 
" fru\t of my body for the fin of my foul ?" The truth is, 
till the finner is flript of every plea, and found to be with
Otlt excufe, he \viII flill refufe to be indebted to the grace 
of his Redeemer.. But hear ye the Spirit of God) Rev. 



Tl·~ }tat:lr~ of Fill/b. 

iii. 17 .. I S. U Becaufe thou f..p.:fi, I am ridl, .tll\.1 incr~ar. 
" p.(l \\·itll ~ocxls, and have nec<1 of Ilnttlill~; aratl kllO\\'\:ll 

" not that tlloll art \,:-retc:let), an,:) nlilcrablc,311(1 IXlOr, :tllti 

" blilld, anllllak~(I- I coulll~1 tll<:t: to 11l1}- (If Ille ~~I(I tri .. 
" ed in the fire, tllat thorl 111a}"cfl he riell; alill \\-J)ite r~i, 
" nlent, tilat tllOU 111ayeft lle clotll~J, allu tll1t tl!c fl~~ll~~ of 
" tllY nakeclnefs do Jlot appear; all(l aJ10:J,( t:liJle e}'r.i 
" \\'ith eye-fa!\le, tl1:1t tll0;l ma)'eft J~t_'· 

3. l'his leads me to the third part of !~le o~j.:a of f.tith, 
";.'iz. That the p~rdc:1 of fin, and pear:: with an (\ff~nJCfi 
Gotl, is freely ottered to the cl.ief of tinners tilrt)ll~}\ l:!lriJ"f_ 

" 
The two preceding truths ~re preparatory to th;s, and 
feng e to point out its neceflity antI mmnent. ·rhis is the 
gr~ciouf) nlefI:1ge \\"hicll \,-as broll~Jlt illto tIle \\'or)tll,}, t:l{' 
gofpel; and frOln which it ueri\"es its name, importin.~ 
glad tiJillgS. "·llat \\~e are particll1arly to attend to here 
is, (I.) that Chritl JeEJs was iubflitllted in the room of 
finners, and fuffered, the jun for the unjull, that he might 
bring us to God; that the holinds and jufHce of God 
required an expiatioll {If illl, \\:bic)l \\!as llla(le l)}tt this illi

lllaculatc \'iClim: lfa. liii. 5, 6. "Bllt Ile \\Jtas \\-·ounded 
" for our tranfgreffions, he was bnliied for our iniquities' 
" the chafiifement of our peace was upon hilll~ and with 
" his flripes we are healed. All we like lhcep have gone 
H afiray; we have turned everyone to his own w:!oy, and 
" the Lord hatb laid on him the iniquity of us all." 
J~om. iii, 25- '~'Vhom Gcxl j);tth fc:t forth to l)e a pro~'i
" tiation, tllrollgll fait}l in 11is l)luo·~l, to (lec)are his ribiltc
.;, oufncfs for the remiffion of fins that are patl, thron~h the 
" forbearance of God." (2.) .l\notJler tIling alto to l"le ob
fc.:rve(l, is tIle conflitution of the fl,flerer's I}trfoll. It \\9as 

110 leis than tIle eterllal a!ld Oll)V begoltcll SOIl of God. . -
1"his is a circumfiance of tIle lltrllollillonlellt, Jlld on \\-Ilich 
the greate!i firefs is manifefily laid ill Icril)tllrc. It is in
cluded ill the "7or(ls of tIle text: "Ffhis is his cOlnnlan~l
" mellt, rrhat \ve fil0uld belie\ye on tile name of his Son 
" Jefus Chrifl:." It is alfo contl:antly found in the early 
ConfeHions of Faith; John i. 49. U Nathaniel anfwered 
" and faid unto him, Rabbi, tllOll art tIle SOil of God, thou 
U art the King of lfrael.u J\!anh. ~vi. 16. ".\nu Si. 



.& mon Pt'ter anf·\\·en~ and faid, 1'110U ,\rt the CIlrifi, t:le 
U fon of the living God:~ Ath viii, 3i. "'!.nd Philip 
" iald .. If thoa b:.:lif;\'eft with aU thine heart, thou mayefi. 
" And h¢ ant\~jered and faid, I ~)i~¥e that Jefus Chrin is 
., the Son of GO(I.~' Unlt:ls tIllS is atttllllcd to, "'e fl1all 
neith«:f lk fuffic:~ntl\· ferlfillie of the e'lil of fill, " .. hicll re-.' 
quired i"lc!l an atonem~nt, nor of the Im;c of God which 
pro\lirled it, nor of the power of t!le Savionr to execu~e 
it; nor cm we h~\·e {uch entouragement to put (.\ur trult 
... ~ 

111 It. 
Froln there two cl!'Cumftances you may be direfi(!d to 

cO'ltell.pJa!e til:: leading and l)rln~ipal o~"jea of faitll, 'Dl,G, 

u1e Oil)Y l'~~~:ten SOIl of Gexl dyillg ill our roOlll, allu 

p~n:jlOllfing OUT panion. JtfllS, the Dlediator of the new 
CO\Clll:lt, having fillifhed his \\-ork .. i11\'~les ,'~ea,} CillJ 

h~;l\ \· .. Iaden fillllers to cOlne unto him; aJld affUftS then'l 
~ 

that tile higheft demands of the la,,9 are an1\\~ered. that 
the:r debt is fully paid, and nothing is no\\' to be laid to 
their chug:: Rom. viii. 33, 34. ,,' \,-ho {hall lay any 
" tbing to the charge of God's elea? It is God that jilt: 
~ tifieth: \\rho is he that condem;lcth? It is CJlrift that 
(4 died, )~ea rather~ that is airen agaill, \'.tho is e\~en at the 
, .. right ha.nd of God, \vbo alfo maketh interceffion fOT lIS .. ~' 
Bev. xxii. 17. '" And the Spirit and the bride fay, Come. 
~, ArId let him that neareth, fa}~, Come. And let hiln 
.. l that is athirtl, come: and \\''"hofoever will, let him take 
" Li}e "rater of life hl:eIV.') .. 

4. In the lat1 place, l .... he obj::ft of faith is the pO\~'er of 
Chrift lO rene\v our natures, tc deli,-er us frt10l the bon
dage of ClllTuption. and bring lIS into the glorious liberty 
o! God's children. ":e mull ne\'er (c::parate the Rtdeem
er's 1l1crit :tCtI his power. Conviaion is imperlett unlcfs 
\\'e Jee our tlave!")', as well as Illift:ry., and uuft:igncdly 
adire ddi~era!lce frOllt bo~h, Kdther do we properly 
apl)r::hel1l1 tile e~~tellt of Cl.rilt's un(lcrt~king, un)eJs \~·e 
vie\\.- hitn exalted as a print:e and a S,n-iour to gi\'e repen
t311ce to l.rael, alld rC;.-lifiioll of fiils. l'!lcre are t,\'O 
thi:;~s equally e!l~nti;l to t~c gofpel upon this particular. 

(1.) 1'h!! '}cceflity of l~~ing :allttifit:(l. Salv~\tioll in fin is 
not prQmilCd; J~bcilioll or hdfpine[s in fin is not pembJe ; 



""1 ~ .. 

3.nJ therefore aU who hope for fah'ation through Citrift, 
mull be rene\\"cd in :he lpirit of tllc:ir millds. TJ1CJ1CC

forth they n\Un not 1ervc fin: 2 Cor. v. 11. U If an)" man 
" be in Cllrift, he is a nt;\\' creature: oll1 thill~S arc Ilaffed 
" a\\·a}", ~hold, all things are bccollle Ilt"p.~" If the 'vratl~ 
of God is revea1ed againfl alJ ungo(1lille1s of men, it IllUll 

Jlili ~lbi(le on tile cJli](Jren of diIObt:<iieJlce. 
(2.) 1'he other thing to be ebfen'eel is, that the faniti. 

ficatlon of the b~lie\'er is tli~ pllrchafe of Chrifi's \))OOlt, 

alld the ,,·ork of his Spirit. 'J'his is plain through tJ1e 
whole of the fcriptures both ()f the Old rfellanlent and 
the Ne\v. Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27 _ "Then will 1 
" fprinkle clean \vater UIJO(l YOtl, and }·e fila)} be c)c:an ; 
" frolll all }:"our filthinefs, (\11<.1 fronl all )'our idols \\·ill I 
" cleanfe you. A ne",- heart alJo \\'ill I gi\"e }'ou, and a 
" new Spirit will I put within you, and I will take away 
" the flony heart out of your Belli, and I will give you an 
" heart of Belh. And I will put my Spirit within you, 
" and caufe you to walk in my fiatutes, and ye {hall keep 
" · d d d h "J h " • my JU gments, an 0 t .. em. 0 £0 xv. 4, 5- a· 
" bide in me, and I in YOll. As the branch cannot bear 
" fruit of itfelf, except it abide in the vine; no more can 
" }·e, except ye abide in me. I am the \7ille, }'e are the 
" branCtles: he tllat abideth in me, and I in him, the 
" faIlle bringetil forth tnuch fruit: for witllout me ye call 
"do nothing." Nothing can be ft~onger than the lan
guage ufed on this fubjeCt: ,t His grace is fufficient rOT 
" us; his firength is made perfeCt in weak •. ds. "R~
,- the grace of God," fays the Aponle, " I am what Iam.,J 
And again, " Not I, but the grace of God which was with 
h Ine." Nay, he is faid " to work in us both to will arid 
" to do of his good pleafure." All this 1hows, that there 
is :10 room left for the fin11er to glory; but tllat the \\'110ie 
of his lofs by the faU, both his integrity and his happinefs, 
may be reco'lerecl, an(l call Ollly be r~covercd tl1rou~11 
Cllrin. 1'his is the fum of evallgelical truth, this is t~~~ 
1ol1rce of evallgelicaillolinefs: Gal. ii. 16.-20. " KI10\V

h ing that a man is not juflified by the works of the law. 
" but by the faith of Jefus Chrifi, even we have believed 
U in Jefus Chrifi; that we might be juilifieu by the faith 01 
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" Chrift.. aed not by the works of the J.1W; fur by tbe 
" works of the law fh311 no flefh be jufiifit11. Eut jf whiie 
" we ieek to be juliified "y Chriil, we ourle)yes aUo are 
,- fOU11tl fi!111~rS, is tilerefore Chril} the minifier of fin ? 
.. , GOtl fori-lid. For if I htli!d ;lgain the tllinbs ,,"hich I 
" denroyed, I make myfelf a tran!greJToi'". }'or I ~!;rough 
It. tIle la\v aln (It:~tll to tIle ia\v, that I might live unto God. l. I am crucifiecl \vith CJlrifl: neverthelefs I live; vet not .-

~, 1, but Cllrifllive!ll in me -: and the life \\·hicQ I no\v live 
" in the flelll, J Jive by the faith of the Son of God, who 
,I. loved nle, antI gave Jlill11clf for me." 

I proceed no\v, ill tIle ft:\~on(l place, to confi(ler the aCt
iugs of faith, or what is implied in believing thefe truths 
to the f~\ring of the JOlll. Atlll I can1lot 11t!lp oblt:r\~ing 
to }'OU, that it is but in COllll>iiallce witll COI)}nlOn cullonl, 
cr at lean with the prcfent nate of things, that I f."t}' much 
upon this p<lrt of the fuhjea. I am perfuaded it is of 
much Inore confequence, and much more proper, to di
rea: you to the objeCt of faith in Gocl's rc\leaitd \vi]l, to 
explain it in all its extcl1t, all(l to l~refs it \\·ith all tile e\:j
dence that atten(ls it, tl.an to cxanline curiOl111}, illto, alld 

difiinguifh Ilicely tIpOll the l1attlre of faith, as it is an aCt 
of tile hutnan minti. I do Jl0t fiIlt}, tl~at the fcriptllre fays 
lTIuch upon the aCt of belitviug; but it is in a manner 
lvilOlly eOl11lo}1ell ill tc:lling 11S what \ve ollght to believe, 
both with regard to. our apoftafy and recovery. \r e do 
indeed read in fcripture of believing with all the heart. 
\Ve read aUo of a temporary faith in the flony-ground 
hearers; al1d of tl1e firellgtil al1d '~.geakne{s of faith. Bllt 
all this feems, at lela chiefly, to relate to the firmne1s or 
Ullcertainty of Otlr perfuafion of, or aUfi:Ilt to tIle trlltlls 
\\,hich are acldreuecl to us ill the l1an"le of Go(l. 'fhe filll

pleil view of faith feems to be receiving H the n:cord 
~, \\'hicll God hath gillen us of his SOI1-~" Agreeabl}1 to 
this, the reverfe of faith in fcripture is doubting: Matth. 
xiv_ 3 I· "0 tll0U ()[ little faith, wherefore (lid'i thou 
" doubt?" ]Vlatth. :xxi. 21· "J~rus ani\verel1 and iilid 
" unto them, verily I f.ly unto you, If ye have faith and 
" (lOllbt not, }~e flla)l tlot' Ollly do tilis which is dOlle to 
" the fig-tree, but alfo, if ye fhall fay unto this mountain, 
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But, my hrethren, fir~c~ thtf't' ha\'~ ~n qliefiiou~ up
on tllis fu~jc~\, allC! finc~ it is certain Ii Oln e~lleri~llCe ~}Ii\t 
tllcre is a G-!ceitft:int·!s in the h~l:n3n heart" "lId a fUI.pofctl 
faith, \\"hicil ~'et is vain and :rllitiefs, I flla)) f.~l:t:r~·e" lliat 
the aai11rS t.t faitll Ill3}· he n:'pl\"e~1 il1to the:: ,:.rce; :o~J(\\\". 
iog p:lrticul&lrs, or that the f.llth of Gcd's dc.:l will dilco
\~er itfe:f 1),'" the thrt'e fol)o~\·i:1J! ~fft:tls. . ~ 

I. A tirr.. ~t:(·llt of the ullt.ierlt31l(Jing til UL;l:at i~~-
eal 1 ... CI ~." r' , " .. " \' et 01 lr!~t III Jcrll)!llre; llartl\:l;!:,l'.~~ ~s ~um;ll~u \l~ 

in the pn;ctd:n:~ p:trt of this (hkollTfe ~ "r))"t you bdic:n: 
the lofl aalt) ht:!piels tl:,t~ of nl~l b~· n~l:\.r~ ~Ild ~r-l~lice: 
IPl'hat (:hrifi is allie to t:\ \'e to tJ~e ut~erillofl; alt': tht1t !.~ 
hath made df::ttu:ll prcl"illon, b.")th for ex p13tin~ yt'ur 
guilt and p~rifying your hearts. Perhaps you will thi!lk 
this is cal)·, and ~ ready to f.lY, th:lt you have froliJ'i)ur 
youth given, antI thl.! you do at this nloment gi,'e, ~ltire 
cn!tlit to the whole. But, m~' brethren, there is more 
here than you are a,,·aTe of: ther(~ is a ~re~! (lifferet~ct: be
tween a COlllmOll antI traditionan' hel:et: \~'hich \\'";S ne\·~r 

• 
triell. alld tllat in\vartl anti pt"rlon~l convi8i(\!1 \\~Ilich 
(}\\-eiJs ill the heart, an(I tilerefore ""ill ~O\'~:1l the lite. If 
allY lllan bel~e\"e, that all the rofierit!~ of l\(Jaln :lTe ill a 
fiate of guilt ~nd milery, one wouid think it unayol,l:1hle 
that he mull: perceive 'lis O\\'n (!an;:~r as 3 p~rl (If the 
whole; and y(;t I am peril. adell, it is uf .. mUy a per!on:ll 
con\~i8ion of guilt allllllanger ll}P tIle )a\v tlPOll the COI1-

iciellce that firfr opens tile illlntrS e)'t'S UpOll the ~t:ll~~r:.ti 
truth; all(1 tIlell llis 0\\·11 illteref! makes it bllik in his:if). 

" preilenfioll, atld raift:s ifl him an earneti tolicittl~:e, bo:h 
to exaolille into the cauie of the difeafe. ao<l "0 "fk a;ter 
tIle metllo{l of eliTe. 

There is another way of co~fidering the arrent of the 
underfiall(lillg to divine trllth. TI',e teftilnon~' of I:lith is 
oppofed to the teftimony of ft:nfe, F'aith tells us, that our 
only happinefs is in the favor o"Gocl, and that th:s t':m 
only be obtailled througll CIlrifi j tilat eterllit}, is tomillg 
on; and that there is no time to be loft. Senie, 011 the 
other hand, tells US~ that the worJd is good.. that its de-



lights are pteafant, and that our comfort is here; Il0t for. 
getting to reprefent the fervice of God as a hurd,!n and 
drutlge.,·.. In the mean time, the cornlpt princiJjl(~ \\·ith. 
i~ aRents to the delution, and affifis in blindit 'g the 
mind; 3cl(ling, that ,vhatever tll:ly be in reliwon, t!1t (lan
ger may be \\·anled off by a late repentance. It i~ not 
enough then to give a cold and general arrent to the truths 
of religioll \,-Ilell tlley are not cOlltra(liCte(l, btlt to b~lle'7e 
the teftimony of faith, in oppolition to tile fuggeflions of 
fenfe j or, in other worns, 10 'i!'illlt by f.'lith, antillvl 0:,1 
s~~ht. T'hJ.t this may he brought to the tell, I obfC!Tve, 

~. That faith implies the content and approbation rot" 
the heart to every truth \\"ith regard to Chriil's perron ancl 
charaaer, an(1 JaJ\'ation tlll"ough his bloocl. To every be
lie,·::r, the plan of redemption by the ~Iediator of the new 
covenant, appears not only true, but \vife, realonablc, 
gracious, and neceffary. This, my brethren, particular-
1y diftillguifhcs true faith, not only fi'om unbelief ancl fe_ 
cunty. but from an empty and harren profeffion. The 
carelefs defpif~ the truth, tIle believer adores it; the half 
Chrillian is alhuned of it, the believer glories in it: "God 
"!orbid," iays ~~e apolile, Gal. vi. 14. "that I fhould 
,~ glory, fave in the ero:s of our Lord Jeflls Chrill." I Pet. 
ii. 7. ,,, U nt3 you therefore which hdieve, he his preci
" ous: but Ullto thell} \\"}lich be (Iilobedient, the flone 
'-. \\"Ilich the builll~rs lli(~\llo,\·ed, the lame is made the head 
.. , of the conler." 

I belic\9c indeell it is Ufll-11J)~ a ~Ieep anti !leart.felt con
viaion of ,la.nger, \Vflicll firtl perfuades t~le finner of the 
truth, alld makes t~!e trenlbling penitent a \viJJing be
liever. But be~aufe there may be fometimt:s a belief of 
that truth" \\'hicll \\'e do ilot efleem, nay, evell a jealotl('v 
and fllfpicion of the truth of '","hat we iuwdrdly hate, I have 
~Jded, that faith implies the conrent and approbation of 
the heart. The whole dodrine of redemption appears to 
the believer mort admirably calculated to promote the 
glory o( God, and f~cure tile falvation of fillnt:rs. Evell 
what bears harden. upon man, taking away the foundati
on of ielf.righteoufncfs and {elf-dependance, appears to 
him perteclly rca,ionabJe = be not only fubmits to it, but 
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ellibraces an(\ cl{Jfc:s \vitll it. 1-1:.: f:~~:s tIle l~:,v to bt ho1v ; . 
he confcffc.:s the threatening to be juli; and he is Hot only 
COlltctlt, l1Ut tilankflll, tllat llis Ilrc!t:l1t (1t:1~\'t:raI1<:e atld 
fiJture fecurity (}epcnd, Ilot 011 11illl!~lf, bilt ot1 tile Re .. 
lkemer. H~ is willing to be only anJ L'tern~llIy indebted 
to the unmerited mercy anel fO\'ereign grac~ of God in 
(~hrifl Jt:fll~. 

rfllUS yOU fee the (loclritle of f;t)\·ation is reprefentetl 
in fcript~re under the form of a bldliilg to be received, as 
\~en as a truth to be btlie'.'ed: 11: Jv. 1, 2, 3. "Ho, e\'cry 
" Olle that thiriletll, came }:-e to the \\'at~rs, antI Ile t!lat 
" hath 110 money; COTe ye, buy an~l eat, }:ea~ come, huy 
" \\"ine a11d Inilk ,.,. itll0ut n1oiley, alld \rit!lout price. 
" 'Vhercfore do ye fp~nd money for that which is not 
U bread? and your labor for that \· .. hich 1:1.tisfieth not? 
\, hearken diligently unto me, anJ cat ye that which is 
" gooc}, and let your foul lleligllt itielf ill fatllefs. It~cline 
C' }Tour ear, and come unto nle; hear, ancl YOllr foul 1.11all 
" li\ c, and I \villlnal~e an e\'erlatting CO\"C11ant with yo!.), 
" e\~en the fure mercies of D~vi(i.)' l\latth. xi. 28. 
"Come unto Ine, all ye that labor, and are heavy laden, 
" alld I \'lill give }~Oll rea." And in(ieed the illfpireu 
writers always fpeak of it in filch terms as fhe, .. • them
ich,.es not only f~ltisfied of the truth, but deeply penetrated 
with a fenfe of the greJ.tnefs of the mercy; Eph. iii. I 7 ~ 
18, 19. "1'hat ChriLl may dwell in your hearts by faith; 
" that ye being rooted and grounded in love, may be able, 
" to cOlllprellt!lltl \vith all faints, w llat is tl1e breadth, a11l1 
" length~ and ucp(h. end hdght; and to know the Jove of 
" Chrift, which pa{feth knowledge, that ye might be filled 
~~ \\"itll all tIle fuIllefs of Goel.» 

3. In the Ian place, faith implies fuch a perfonal ap
plication of the lrutljS of the garpel as proJuceth repofe 
of COIlfciencc, '~'~I1Cll(lance antI reliance 011 the Saviollr. 
This. nly brethren, is the point firli in view, and the 
tcrnlinatioil of tIle \\'110Ic; and I cannot help tllinkillg, 
tllat it is fa cflential to faith, t11at faith and trufi are ortell 
Illlt reciprocall)' for one another in tIle N~VI rrefiament ; 
as ill f:}lll. i. ll~ 13. "That \ve {holllel be to the praiie 
" of his glory> \'lho lirfi trufied in Chrift. In whom ye 

\." OL. I. S s 
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" alfo truned after that ye heard the word of truth, the gor. 
" pel of your falvatton: in whom alfo after that ye be. 
" lie\Ted, ye were fealed with that hoJy Spirit of promife." 

I do not mean to fay, that divine faith is a belief that 
Chi-in died for Ine ill Ilarticu)ar. I kno\y the ftron~ objec
tions which lie againU that form of expreffion. ''fhe ob· 
jeCl: of faith is, that Chrifl died for loll finners of the race 
of Adam. But as it can hardly be~ fuppofed, that any give 
their arrent to this truth till they/are convinced that they 
thenlfelves are finners, fo, if they believe that there is no 
falvation in any other, an~ that he is able to fave to the 
uttermoft, it feenls to fol!o\v of neceffity, that they \\'i11 
refl and rely" upon him alone for iahyation ClS he is offer. 
" ed in the gofpel. " This is certainiJP the vie\v -given us 
of the matter in the holy fcriptllre: Rom. v. I. "1'here ... 
" fore being jufiified by faith, we have peace with God, 
" through our Lord Jefus Chrifi." Heb. vi. 18. "That 
" by two immatable things, in which it was impoffible for 
" God to lie, \\'e Inigllt have a firong COl1folation, who ha,le 
" fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope fet before U3." 

Faith and defpair are illconfifient. Faitll allc} hope are 111-

feparable. rl'Jle glory of tile Recleelner's l)~rfon, tIle per
feCtion of his atollelnellt, and 11is ability to iave, are all iet 
before us ill the gofpel; and if \ve cannot rely 11pOll him, 
if \ve cannot trufi our falvation in his hancls, it certail1}~'" 

wi 

arifes fronl fonle dOllbt or rlil:'ppro[)ation of tllefe intereit. 
illg trtlths. If }'OU doubt of tl1e trutll, it is 110 \VOlldet tI1at 
you dHlrllfi the promife; but if you are truly and in\\'ard
ly fatisfied ofChrifi's power and mercy, you will clofe wlth 
him, as YOllr Saviour, and fay Ul1to him, in the \vords of 
rrhomas, when his doubts were removed, " ]\,1 y Lord, 
" and my God."-Thus I ha\'e fhortly given you a view 
of the attings of faith: wl1ich may all be reductd to what 
I have el1deavorecl to illllfirate; tIle afferlt of tht~ unller~ 
fiall<.iing, the approbation of the heart, and thefe jointly 
producing repoie of confcience and peace with God. 

II. I proceed now, in the last plar,e, to make fome 
praCtical irnprovement of \\,hat hath beell raid on this illl

portant fubjeCt. And, in the 
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Firft place, Hence learn the a~)rolutc necdJity of fdr
denial, ancl 110\V Inucll it OUg}lt to I)rt:\"ail ill llie tetllllt:r 

of a Cilritiian. In eXI'!ainil1g to )·Oll tIle ()hjetl of t~\itf1, 
lilave endea\"ore() to lay llCfore )9G!1 tIle 11attlre of t}~e gof .. 
pd-meffilge, and the jubilance of the truth as it is in Je
Jus, viz· the loft and hc1plcfs fiate of man hy na!J1re, fer
givenefs through the bJood of Chrifl, anJ f<tnCl:ification as 
the work of his Spirit. If this view is jan, then religion 
rnufi: be begun, prderved, improved, and pert(~tted, by 
union with Chrifi. If this view is jufl, then all fdfrighte. 
oufnefs an,i ''If .. deoelltll.nce is a (le~i~ 1 of Chri fl. }\ 11(1 in-

I 

(leed, fuell is the life of a believer, if tIle conuuCl of tIle 
great a~fi)e of the Gentiles may be tal~el1 flJr an example: 
Phi). iv. 13- "I can (io all tllillgS tllrough Cllritt \\'hic!l 
" firengtllenetll nle· " 

2. lIenee alfo lealon the ncceffity of a new nature, in 
order to a lle\V life. If the old Ilature is illdeetl in ruins, 
it will be loll labor to begil1 to bui)(l \vitllout a ne\v foun
dation. And it' the fOUl1dation is ill laid, 110wever beal1-
tiful the fuperfiructure, the fabric cannot be lafiing. rrhe 
not attending to this is vifibly the caufe of ffi3.ny mifcarri
ages. lVlen often refolve upon fome amendment of life, 
from prudence~ conveniency, or even from imperfeCt con· 
viaions, and fome apprehenfion of eternity itfelf. But 
though tllcfe refolutions are formed with feeooing fincerity, 
inherent corruption foon becomes too firong for fuch fee
ble oppofition. Remember therefore our Saviour's cauti. 
on~ " Either make the tree good, and his fruit good; or 
U make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt." If you 
(lefire to live a life of holinefs or virtue, al)l)l}? to Go<l 
through Chrifi, for the pardon of your fins, and peace lvith 
11itn. Entreat of hilU alfo, ill tIle fame prevailing nanle, 
that by his grace he would implant in you H a new heart, 
" and a new fpirit, that you may walk in his ways, and 
" obferve his judgments to do them." 

3. Learn alfo how injurious they are to the doCtrine of 
f.1.1vation by faith in Chrifi, who flander it as unfriendly to 
1101inefs of life. So far frOll) l)eing ullfavorable to hoJine(fi, 
it makes the melt effeCtual provifion for it. Obedience to 
the whole law of God, is embraced by every believer af' his 
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choice, lncl promifec1 as his dut)9; only he expe8s to tIe .. 
rive ftrength from his Recleemer to enable llifll to (l!fellarge 
it. I defire to bear ,,,itnr.fs, and fo \,·ill e\'el)Y f~lit)lful1ni
nifier of the Ne\v Tefiament, thftt Chrifi came not to (le
flroy the law, blit to flllEl it. He hatll not Oll]Y It:ft it ill 
its full force upon the confcience, but he hath a(lded to its 
obligation. The a\vful fantl:ion of the la\\9 filall take place 
upon every impenitent finner. It is well reprt:fented hy 
tIle fl)'ing roll) in the propilecies of.Zechariah, chal). v. :l, 
4. "~l~hen fai(l he llnto Ine1 Tllis is tIle clIffe tr.at goetll 
" fortll over tIle face of the \\"llole earth: for t;ver}p 011e 

" tl1at ftealeth, fllall be Cllt off as on t!l~S fi\.le, accorc1illg 
,\ to it; and t;very one that fweareth, Ihall be nIt off as 
,~ Of1 that fide, ac~oTdirlg to it. I \,·ill bring it forth, ialtli 
.. , tile Lord of holts, an(l it fila1l elltcf in to t11e hOllfe of tl!e 
" thita ,and into the 110ufe of him that 1\vearetll fil.lfciy by 
" nl" llaOle; and it {hall rem3in in the midft of his houfe. 

~ 

" alld {hall conful11e it, \vith the tilllber tllereof, allcl the 
,; {lones thereot.' See alfo the fllperldded iallCl.ion of the 
gorpel, Htb. ~ •. 28, 19. "He that de1piied Mores' la\v~ 
41' die~l \V 1 ~:: ~Ollt n1erC)", tInder t\\:o or three \VitI1effes: of 
U how much Jorer punifhment, fuppofe ye, {hall he be 
" thou gilt \\'orth)l, ,,'ho hath trodden under foot tIle Son 
,to of God, and hath counted the blood of the co,~enant, 
" \vhere\\~itil he \vas fallEtifietl, all unholy tIling, and hath 
(t done defpite unto the Spirit of gr~ce ?" Hear it, my bre
tl1ren, hear it for your fouls' fake, any kI10\Vn fin al]()\\·ecl 
in the heat-t or converfation, is as incoTlfiflent \\'ttll f~ll\:oa
tion tlncler tIle CO~lenant of grace as tinder the CO\·Cllant 

of \vorks; or rather to fpeak nlore prol)erly, as nlall}T as 
continue in the praCtice of fin are condemned already, and 
felTlain ul1der tIle po\ver of that 11zilzistl-atiolZ oj- de(llb. 
1'0 deligllt in tIle la\\I- of the Lord after tIle ill\Var(1 nlan, 
is the fruit of faith, the charatler of tIle ne\v nature, al1(l 

neceifary to fit you for the divine prefence. 
4- Suffer me to fay a. few words, for the reproof and 

cOlwiaion of thofe \yho are living in contempt of the go!: 
pel. Alas! how many are there who turn a de~f ear to 
the moll earnefi and preffing invitations addrefted to them 
~n the word of God, ~Hld enforced by his providence! 
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There are two 'ort~ of rlefpifers of the gofpd. (J.) Thofe 
who arc open and avO\rcll enemies to the dot9rinc of the 
goti1d, who defert it, dcfpile it, or fland!:r it. 1"'(\0 m3il~·· 
lllert; are or this char&tacr in tilC prel~nt a~e, tv '.V:10J11 the 
l'fots of (~11riii is fooliillllefs- O! 110\\' dt:l'1or~lblc is tl~l·ir 
tolly! and how aggra\'atcu their guilt! If this is the di
ville COJlllnar.Ull}Clit, Tllat \,'e fhoul(i beJie\·e in tile name 
or lll~ Sl)11 of Gocl; ui'ld if tl.ere is trutll in tl1e (livine 
word, "rrhat there is no f:.llvation in any other; 't1 mile
Table illcleeu nluit be the flate t)f t}lofe ,,·ho nre fOulifJ thl~S 
fighting againil God. '~lill it be a light thing tr. be found 
dt:fpilers of a!l that grace and love maniteftt:d in the gof
pel? How heavy is the threatening, in our S .. n-ioar's O\"n 
words, againU thoLe who d::fpife the precious cC'nlt:r Slone, 

and tried foundation, which is laid in Zian, ~latth· xxi. 
44- " Anti \vhofOever {hall fallon this {tolle, 1]la]) t~ llfa
'6. kCll; but 011 \VllOnlfoe\7t:r it fila)l fail, it \''"ill griJ1U Ilill1 

H to powdt!r." (2.) They are defpii~rs of th€ ~orpel who. 
proicllillg belief itl the tloCtrine of ChriJt, C011tilllle to live 
in uflrighteollfnefs- He caine i'o turn YOtl fronl all }'Otlf 

tranfgrefiions., as wen as to deliver you fronl c(ludemn3.. 
tion. Hi~ power is particularly illllilrated in bringing 
Jillners " from darkneis to ligllr, and from the po\\per of" 
u Satan unto God." 1'he e:.3 of,lis coming is lolt to ali 
tllOfe \VllO COlltillue in fin- If the}? are called h)l his nallle, 

they are a fcandal to it; if they form any hopes from his 
fufierings, they will be dif.1ppointed; if they advance any 
claim to his mercy, it will be rejetled; if they plead rela. 
tion to him, he will openly renounce them: l\lat!h. vii. 
:U, 22~ 23· "Not everyone that faith unto me, Lord, 
" Lord, £hall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he 
t, that doth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 
" l\lany will fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have \ve 
H not prophefied in thy name? and in thy nam~ have c~n 
" out devils? and in thy name done nlany wonderful 
" works? and then will I profefs unto them~ I never knew 
" you: depart from me ye that work iniquity." 

5. In the last place, Sufi't!r me, in the melt e~fn,..(l 
nlallller, to beft!ech every finner in this a8emhly, !o be
lieve in the llame of tIle Son of God. I faY, ever\' 1inner_ 

wi ' "" 



l'Cfall!e th(\r~ onl}- \\·ho are ftnfihle that they are fillners, 
\\·ill be rkdient to t!.e c~l • 

. Are }"\)u n(\\ then::ore f::n6hl~ nf your guilt ~nd dan. 
~tr ~ .;\re yO\lr ullller:iallllill:;S fo bJinuc*J? Is Ilatl!ral 
t:Oll!!::~llt:t' ilft'lf io fc:arnl_ that-- '''0\1 do not fee ho\\- nluch 

• 
'''O~l I!allt.i 'Il 1,~~1 tlf:1 $.,\-iol'r: Rt:lllenlt~r, t:l~t if tilere 
• 
be an)- tf!lth in t'.e ,,-hole coallp'lfs of nalliral ant] r~\·eal .. 
eel religion that emllot ~ ljlOke., ;t~~ll.fi, i~ is lllis~ 'rl13t 
Gtxl ,~ is or ru~r C)'~S thlll)l thai ile ("~,11 beJlold iniqllity ; " 
:lnd that~ ft~T l!!is rtcjOl), ., ile ,,,iIi ren(ie-t to e,"e1)'" nlan 
~~ i~ccordil.b to Il~S \\'orks." It is a tnlth ~n~T3\-el1 UPO)l 

th~ conJti~'lCt! .. alltl rntif~l b)- tile (,.t,rlc of I~rovitience; 
the li~at:le'ls lii.t:o\·e~!.1 it through the thilkell (larkl1~ls; 
and the gu:!t~" contHs it br their d;lily t~ars. 'fh,\t a har, 
\~cfi oi conva:s \\"Ol»)d I brir.g in, even ill tllis a!1t..l:l~}ly~ if 
1 cou!,l but lead to til~ ~\'iour e,-en1t one that ~Ji~l"es, in 
fome me"fu:-;;!" in a judgment to co~~! ,\~ ... t an :tfionifh, 
iog dijoruer is brought into OUT nature by fin? \Vhat a 
m~rvenous delu1ion is upon the nlioo, and what inconfil: 
t~ncy is there ill the cOll\.!u~l of ~inners! It is hC\r~1 to fa}~~ 
which of the t\VO is inoli anltlzillg; their back\\·ar\.lnefs to 
receive the trutJl, or their i.111\\'iliingnels to obey it» their 
inattt!ntioll to ev~lcI1C~ orl tl~ Gllc h~~ll\.l, or their for&ctful
nels of \Vhat they c.la belie\"e" up<in the other. Is there 
an}" perron \vithill there \\:alJs, "'"ho doubts that he is to die; 
or who does not belie,-e, that h~ nlllft be judbed aft~r 
clClth: ~\re you then ready for the trial? Have you fer. 
'''ttl yOllt l\laker? Ha\~e you loved him above aJI? lla,-e 
you lived to his glory? Have you fought and placed your 
bappine!s in Jlis tt\"or? Or are you !enfible that iniqui
ties hl.\"e pre\"aileJ ag-ainft you? Have they now taken 
hold upon yen, fo that y(.'u cannot Eft your eyes? Beho!d, 
I preat:h peace to you by Jeills Chrill. Believe in his 
llaille alld merits for }·our p~ruoll: rel}~ on llis grace alld 
Spirit for your your re:ormation; and return to God, 
throubi! hinl, :ts your uncnanheahJe portion. This is the 
tenor -r the ~orpel: J ... uke x:xiv. 46, 47- "rrlllIS it is 
.-. \'1rittcn, ancl thllS it behoved Cilrift to fuffer, ant} to 
., rife from the d~ad the thinl day: and that n:pentance 
.. t and remiffion of fins fhould be preached in his name, 
.( among all nations, beginning at Jerufalcl~1:' 
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T () as many as have nny' belief ofetemity, it muff be 
a lllatter of tlnfpeakabl~ momellt to kno\\~.. 110\\· 

they !Day have confidence towards Goo. 1'his enquiry 
becomes" if poffi~)lc, l1ill more t~rio::s, when we confider 
man as in a lapled and corrupt Hate by nature, as guilty, 
and obnoxious to his ~~Iaker's rigiateous jU(lgnlent. 'fl!en 
it becomes neceffary, not oniy to preferve the fa\-or, not 
only to avoid the difpleafure, but to ft!ek for fome fhelter 
or coveril:g from the wrath of God. 

rrhis is the account gi\yell us of our condition in fcrip. 
ture; \\~hicll, as it is a trlltl1 of tile UtillOI1 illlportance, 
lying at the foundation of all reliJ;ion, I have often endea. 
vored both to explain and enforce. And happy, bappy 
they \vho have tle3rd with application; hapl)}' the}p \vhofe 
eyes have been opeJlecl on their danger as finners; \\'ho 
Jla\ye feen ancl felt tIle evil of fin, as a departure fronl, and 
rebellion againft a nlofi holy, righteous and gracious God. 
Happy they,- who, rejeainJ! the vain reafonings of the 
carnal minti, alld the cob.\veb.defences of !he fllort-fight-



cd a.:rl:ilttJre, ha\'e heen laid )lroftrate as gul!~}· ar.~! l1t:lp 
Jets, btfore the fo\·creign all,) al111ighty (.:reator. AI~ 
mankiJld, in tlle fc\·era) a~es of tile \\'or](i, )lave ill ~el1l:-

\. ~ 

ra1 difcover~d filch a jealoufy of thtir condition, and have: 
fo far felt tIle reproof ancl COll{lemJ)ltion of natural COil·· 

iciertce, t!lat th~:~ attenl pts antl i 11,:eritions llil.\:c bt:\:ll ill
Itunlcrablc to appedfe tile OntlllJet) ])(!it),. 

But bleffc;() be the Jlame of GOlI, \\'e are not left to all}

Ul1certaint)7 as to this iln))Ortal1t qu~li~OI1. ,,9t: tllay cllear
tll11y al)pl}' (l\lr Illil1tls to it allcl rt:ceive utlfjleakillllc ('011-

iolatioll ~, throll~ll tIle ten(ler J)i~rcy of Ollr Go\l; \\').ere
l~ lly the (ltl), .fprillg frOll} ()n i~igh i1al:1 \'ifitccl tlS. " 'J'I.e 
,,·a}' to life ,\11<1 l)etlC~ is fully eXI)Jaille(l in tIle gJoriollS 
golpel of the Son of God. 'Ve are indeed, by nature, 
~uilty finners, enemies to God in our minds, and hy 
,\,icketl \\·orks; but there is a gracious pro\:ifiol\ Illa(le Jor 
our reco\gery ill the nle(liation of Cilrifl. rfhis is the firong 
hol(} ailti rt:fug~ of' tl1e finner; it is the fOUlldation flone 
3tld cotlfidence of the believer. In the 8th al1(1 9th verft:s 
of the preceding chapter, the apoliIe John f.1.ys, "11' we 
" fay that \\'e Il,lve 110 fitl, lve deceive ourfel,"es, ancl the 
" tr~th is not in us. If we confefs our fins, he is laith
" flll alld jllfi to forgive lIS our fins. and to Cleal!1e tlS frolll 
" all ullrighkoufllefs.u Al!d in the \'erie preceding the 
teAt, ~'l\1}9 little cllilJrell, there tllillgS write I ont() }90tl, 

" tllat ye fill not. Alltl if allY Inan fill, \ve 11a\?e all ad
~; voc~\te \vitll the Father~ Jeflis Chrifi tIle rigilteolls. "
He tl~cn teaches tJ1e Cilriliian to live by f'lith itl tile Sa\,i
our's blood: Alld be is In.: propitiatioll for ollr sins. And 
tllat he migllt furtJlcr illultrate tIle extcllt (\11<1 effi~ac); (t!' 

the great atonement, he adds, and not for ours tm~r, 
bIlt (1/S0 fOI- the SillS C!/' the y.vhole wOl·/d. III furtller {lit: 
courfing on this fubjed, I propole, through the affilbncl; 
~f di \? i ne (Trace b , 

I. To confider Chrifi as the propitiation for fia, or 
\\tllat is iml)lied ill his beillg fo called. 

II. To confider the extent of this propitiation, or it~ 
l)eing for tIle fillS of tIle \vhole \vorld. An(l, 

III. To make rome practical improyement of the fub. 
jecl. 



AtOllClnent for Sill. 

I. f"irfi, then, Let ZlS COllsider (.'hrisl as the lJl'o/Ji tia
lion for sin, or what is ilJ1plit'tl tTl his being so ftJ"c/ll.

'V··e find our Saviour defigned as a propitiauoll III Jevtral 
other patTages of fcripture; as in this ~piiil,-:, l:hap. iv. 10. 

H Herein is love, not that \\'e 10\ ed C;oJ, but tlJat he 
H lo\'ed us, aud tent his SOIl to be th~ propitiatioll for our 
H fins;" and Ronl. iii. 25. h \l,;bOlll GUll h~tlh f~t tcrrh 
,~ to be a propitiatica through faith in IllS b10od .. " It is 
the opinion of nlal1Y It;arn~d 111t11., that (~hriH is called 
a propitiation, or the propitiation, in allu!ion to t he mer
cy-feat above the ark, \vnich \ras iet up at firit in the ta
bernac...1e, and after\vards in the;: tcolpie in the Inoii holy 
place.. To confirrll this, it is ol:t~rved, that the original 
\\rorcl here uied is the iiul1e which tbe Greek tranflators of 
the Old Tefialnent alvlays tIre to denote the mercy-feat, 
and which the apofile to the IItbre\vs ufes when [peaking 
of the fame fubject, I:Ieb. ix. 5. ,,, And over it the cheru .. 
rO' bims of glory thadowing the lnercy -feat: of \\' hich \ve. 
" cannot no\v fpeak particularly." But I apprehend there 
is fORle inverfion of the order of things in this remark: for 
Chrift is not calJed a propitiation in allufion to the nlercy
leat, whicl1, independent of him, could 111 bear that de
Jl0nlination; but the mercy-feat hath this title given to it 
becaufe it \\Tas an eminent type of Chriil. It beautifully 
indeed reprefented the benefit \vhich \ve derive from hiln 
as our propitiation. For as God, by the Shechinah, or 
fymboI of his prefence, d\velt of old upon the tllercy.feat, 
between the cherubims, and \vas from that place propiti
ous to his people; fo now God dwells in Chrift, and by 
him reconciles·finners to hitnfelf: 2 Cor. v. 19- '" To "vit, 
" That God \vas in Cllriil, reconciling the world unto 
" himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto them; and 
h hath commit1ed unto us the Vv~ord of reconciliation .. " 
In that ancient difpeniation, every worfhipper was to look 
to\vard the mercy-feat; and it was from thence that GoJ 
accepted thein, and gave intimations of their acceptance: 
fo it is through Chrifi, or in his name, that \ve have no\v 
accefs to God; and it is in hinl that he fheweth us favor, 
and maketh us accepted; Eph. i. 6. "To the praiie of 
" the glory of his grfllce, wherein he. hath. made llS aecept-
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"ed ii, the i.lelo\"C'~!.·" It \\-"S :r~m the mcr\~\· .. tia: th~, .. 
(,~I f!13ke to his l~oi)!e Il~" t!lC in!cf,-rnt:!\n of the hi~il-
prieR, and by Urim an,1 ... ·hummim; :0 it is hy his Son 
tllat Gotl no\" rpc3k~ 1(. us, a,,(lIJl~\\'S us the \,-ay cf !~I .. 
ntion: 1\1"ttll, x \'it.. ~ ~ ,. ·111is i~ IllV l'e),,&'-eJ S011, in - . 
, .. ~tbom I anI \,"eli p!c3:~,1; nC:!f }~e hilll.!J 

But the true and p!'opt·, meaning of Chain"s being a 
propiti3tion~ is to be takell from th~ Jacrifices in gt'11cral~ 
and puticularly points at his undertaking the (\f1jce 0: 
mediator or peace-maker bet\\'et'll (;od 311d 013n, and ill 

tl)at capll:ity flilferillg tlte \\'nth of Gotl in the room ot 
fin~rs" By this he appea~eth him .. Tendereth him propi. 
tious or graciolls to U~ ,lllll r!lrchtlf~th Ollr p:tn1311: Ronl .. 
iii. 25- "";hom Go!.l hath Jet forth to be a pr'lpitiatiol), 
l' throllgh faith in his hl~l~~' Remel11her ho,,- il1tinlatc, 
ly it is connetled with Tt'lkn.~!Jlion't another ex preftion 
,,-hich runs through !be wht'le of the New T efiament" and 
is confidered as equil~ent to th·: lorgivellefs of fins: El'h. 
i .. 7 .. '~In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
~ the fOrglvenefs of fins" acco:-tling to the riches of his 
tt grace." 1\ow, redemption certainly ftgnifi~s purchafing 
or btlying with a price. 

rfhe facrific~s IIJltlcr the lIofaic economy did all (If 
tilem imp!)· a Illbfiitlltion in room of f~nle,hing that h~tl 
been forfeitetl, or \\-3S dlle. It is obf~rved h)" one emi
nent for his knc\Vled~re of JewiOl antiquities, that befides 
,,-hal was done when any ~rticubr perron prefented !l fin
offering, at the contintml bunlt-offi:ring there were certain 
Inen appoilltetl to reprefc:nt tIle \vho)e cOll~regatioll of 
Jil-ael. rrheir office \vaS i to Ja)' !Ileirllan(ls llpon tIle? 11ca<1 
of tile! Janlb, and tht!$ ns it \'~ere tfaJlster tile gtlilt lion1 
the lleol)le to the vitti Ill. ()n ~his aCCOul1t tlle:- \\~ere 
calJeil ~"liltiolll.ll"Y Illf"R, he~aufe the\~ atteil(le(l COJltil1l!a.lly - ~ . 
f(\r this end. And as the \'ery purpoJe of the f."lcrifices 
under l!'~ Jaw was, to typify the bcrifice of Chrifi, th~y 
ar~ a il~l(lill~ evillellte of tile earl)- and original referenc~ 
to him" as the ground of di\"ine mercy. 

Kothing is more undeniably tn:c, than that the offer. 
inJ"~ of :~crifices \\~as both early an<l uni\~erfal in e\"er}9 na .. 
\:nl1 llnder hea\'en; alld it is no le~s certain, t}lat thofe 



who nrc.} them c::d confidt:r them as C':'; pi;itory, or pr<,pi. 
tiatol1~, to reocler the otren<lt(l D~it}· p)dc~\l)Jt', all() o!~taill 
his Jllercy. 'fhis ,,"as at once a COllteffi')ll f,f ~llilt, :lllcl a 
tleclaratiol1, that they? :tpprehen(le(1 the 11('Ct:Tit~· Ctlld 1)ro. 
pricty of an atonement. Neither is it poflihle:- to acconnt 
for the uni\"crt:ll prevalence of lacrifices ill any tolerahle 
Illanner, bitt ll}· fl1llpofing, that the)' \"ere tile r~nlaills of 
what had been taught in the ~gt·s immediately after the 
1:,)1, by (!i vine appoirltmt:nt .. 

I appreJlcll(l it is alto un(~eniat'!!J e\' :(lCllt, that this is 
tb~ !i~ilt ill \vJlit:ll the facrif:ce l~f C!~;-ifl is repr~!~ntcd in 
th~ hol)- fcrip!llres. I-Io\v mlll)p l)l{!:l~es nlig11t t'e all(lu. 
rell to tllis )lllf)lOfe? III al1cicllt l!ro))h~c~~, tl1is I)art of Ilis 
\\l"ork is ret forth ill tile follo\\'illg m~~11!ler, If. l::i. 4, 5~ 6, 
7l 8. "Sllre)}· Ile Ilath borne O!lT griefs, ~l~ll ct!rl-ied Otlr 

" forrovls: y~! \\"e ditl elleenl hilll f~ricken, flll!tten ()t 

~, Go~J, and afBiae!l. B!lt l~e \\~as \\1tOllnde(1 fot our tranf: 
" greOions, he was bruifed for our i11iqlliries: tile rhaflife
" mellt of Ollr peace \\~as llpon him, and ,yitll llis flripes 
" we are healetl. AU we like fbeep have gone &firay: 
,;. \,-e have turnc(l e\'er}' Olle to his 0'\'11 \,·a~", a11(1 the I . .ord 
U h:lth laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppreff
" ed, and he 'vas affiifiecl, }1tet he openecl tlot Ilis IllOtlth; 

" he is brought as a lamb to the fiaughter, and as a Iheep 
"bc=tor~ Iler thearers is (iumb, fo be openeth riot Ilis 
.t nlouth. H! was taken from prifon and from judge 
i( mellt: atl(l \\-ho fi1all {lccl~re Ilis generation? }7or Ile 
-, \\"as cut off out of the! ),llltl of the livitlj.{: for tIle tranf .. 
• , ~refliol1 of my people ~"as he ftricken." Dalliel ix. 2.~. 
" Seventy \\ieeks are (It!terillined llpon thy IIC()})}C, a~ld 
u upon thy holy city .. to finifh the tran~~rdlion, lud to 
'\ lnake atl ellcl of fillS, alltl to tllakt! reconciliation for 
it iniquity, and to bring ia e\'t:r1afiing rightcollfnef.c;, and 
'-, to real up tIle viGon antI prOpheC}7, alld to alloillt tIle 
., mon He)}\'." 

~ 

In the Ne\\' Tcfi,l%llcnt, 11c tells os, Ile ,\~as to la~· (10\\·11 
his lile for Ilis people: 4Jolln x. I I. "I anl tIle goO(} filell
U herd: the good fhepherd giveth his lite for the fheep. " 
The [\:ne thing he plainly fays in tile infiitution of ti,~ 
facramc:nt of the Lord's fupper, l\Iatth. xxvi. 26) 27., 28, 
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" ~'\n(l a:; they were eatinr" Jcfus to(·~ l,H.ad, and bkfftt) 
,~ it, allcl l)rake it, an(l gave it to the difciI1)CS, allli fait), 
'i '"f~lJ~t eat; thi5 is nly bod}'. i\n(111e took tile Ciip, allcl 
., ga\:e t11ar:ks, Ctllcl gave it to t11en1, fayil1g" Driilk JC 
" all of it: for this is my blood of the I-Jew 'f eftament \ 
tc. \t;-hicll is filed for marlY for tIle reJniffit)11 of fil1S." l'hat 
his bocly brokeJl alld bloc,d ihed for hi.s l)eople, \ras to l)~ 
llo(leritoorl of IIi;; being tTIade a fin.offeril1r;, is l))ain 1}~ 
teilifiecl ill t!le apoftolic ~\·ritings, 2 Cor. v. 21. 'it For ))e 
4' llatl1 naaoe ili111 to l1e iin for lIS, ",ho l~ne~t 110 frn; that 
,~ lYle migI~t be made the righteollfnefs of Go(l in hiI11." 
G11. iii. 13. \\ Chrifl hatll recleen1ed us from the Cllrfe c.f 
\' the la\,,-', l1eillg Ifllt(le a curfe for us; for it is "lritte11, 
{' Curft:d is e\'er}' one that hangeth on a tree." Hel". 1'X. 
26, 27, 28. "But now once in the end of the world, hath 
" he appeared to put m. ..... ay fin by the facrifice of hillifelf. 
" And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
" this the judgment: fo Chrift was onre offered to bear 
" the fins of nlany; and unto t11em tllat look for hinl, 
"fhall he appear the fecond time, without fin, unto fa1. 
(t vatloll." See alfo the affertioll of the apoille Peter, I 
Peter iii. ISo "CI1rill alfo hath once fuffered for fillS, the 
'" jufi for the unjufi, (that he lnight bring us to God) be
(~ il1g pllt to death in the fief]), but quickel1ed hy the Spi
" rit." It is evidently alfo on this acCOUtlt, that he is 
called the Lamb of Goel, and \ve are called to atterl(l to 
llilll in that capacity, JOhll i. 2.9. "BeI10Icl the Lamb of 
" Gotl, \vhich taketh a\\ta}' the fill of the ","'orld. " 

It is lamentable to think, that t}jere fhou1cl be any \vho 
call t11emfelves Cl1rifiialls, and }"et refufe to acknowleclge 
tllis truth, \vl1icll is "roven, if I lnay fo freak, throl't:11 
tIle ""hole COlltextllre, both of the la\v aIlcl gofptl. It 
l1rillgs to my mitlcl tIle itor}' of all anC\erlt artili; who, 
\)eiIlg en1ployecl to tluilJ a magnificent and elegant tenl
!)1e, l)acl the illgClll1it~l to inIcrihe upon it his o\vn name, 
:tl1d fo to incorporate it both with the ornaments and body 
of the firutture, that it was impolfibie afterwards to efface 
the name, without at the tilme time deftroying the fabrick. 
In the fame manner, Chrill dying for fin is engraven in 
:"~C~l cllaraaers t~lrOubh tl1(! \vllole re\1ealcll \vill of God" 



-lilOl1tiiltllt for S~ill. 

tlllt it is impoffible to t::tke it away \': ithout overturning 
tl1C \vJl(Jlc J}-jlcln. For til!S tlld Cilrifi came into t!lC_ 
\\"orl(l; for this end he llore tile name of JeSllj·, or the ~~:. 
~t:iOII}" J~ aI1U for tllis ell<.l I1t! beca! ne tIle 11 il!h ))riefi of Ollr 

prott:ilion, that he might, b} aile: a.il'rillg,for t'iJer jJc/jt:a 
tiJCnl t lIt. II ilTe sailt.:li.J'it~d. 

This then is the fcripture-view of Chrifi as our propi. 
tiatioll, tllat our guilt is taken a\\ia}", and we are reCOIl. 
ciltd to God throllgl1 tIlt: [\crifict: \lhic)l he hath onere<\ 
;rirllollt 1~1)ot or blell1ifil. AllU not\'~ithfianding a11 that 
has been thrown ont again ft it by !he pride of fdf-righte
oaiilefs, there is nothing that can be jul1ly oppofed to it on 
:he I):1rt of un})reju(liced reafon. Gotl is nlerciful, l)t.!t l1c 
is alfo juli. AI1d as there is 110tlling nlore infeparall1c 
irOnl the ](lea of fill, an(l an accufing confcience, than me
rite(.} puniflllnellt; fo tl1cre is 110tllil1g more elfential to 
the i(lea of juflice in God, tllan a difpofition to infliCt it. 
1'llis the fcripturc every \Vllere declares; and the (on .. 
fdence of the guilty, who dreads his l\lakerJ s pretence, 
ratifies the trutll. 

No\v, if God f~t':\"S mere}' to the fillner, is it 10 abhor .. 
rent froln reafon, that tllis 1110111d be by a l\1ediator, if Olle 

can be found fit to fiep in between the parties, and H lar 
" his 11~nd tIpon tllem bot]-J ?', Is not this neceffary to 
Illal1iiefi the r~ghteournefs all<.l f~verity of the la\v, as well 
as the tendcmefs and compaffion of the judge? Is not this 
precifely the rearon affigned lor it in fcripture? Rom. iii. 
25. , .. rro declar·,e !lis rigllteOtlfnels for tIle remiilioll of 
, .. fins that are pani tl1rough tIle forbearance of God." It 
is triflillg to fay, tl1at tllere is nothi11g of the paffioll of al1· 

gel' in God, that i110uld need to be appeaft(.l. Such ex-
prefil.ons are only figurative, but they convey their mean· 
ing very clearly. It is not anger or revenge, as they ap· 
pear in our difordered frame, that accepts of an atonement. 
Thde furious paffions fly dirct1:1y at the offending pcrfun, 
and rejeCt all interceffion. But jufiice, in calm an,-l regu
lar government, requil'es fati~faCl:ion, that the malignity 

" an<l denlerit of the offence nlay be prefer\'e(l, \vhile 111crcy 
is extencle(l to the crinli11al. \\'r e OUgllt to cqnfider, tllat 
one great and generai end of the diii)Cllfations of Provi. 



Cbrisl's Dealh a Proper 

dence is, ttl i)lllflrate tIle glory of the tnle Go(l 1n all I.is 
real perfetbons. rrhis is bell done by ~ purch?f~·d plrdoll, 
by a \\'il~ and awful mi~ture of impartial juftice with un
ml!rited mercy. llow can you hear the word merc.," fo of
ten \vitho!lt perceivin~ this? It is not mere)'" at ~111, i.inlets 
it is ~flo\\'"ed Oil t:lole \vho Ilave dcferve(l to I;.fler; anq 
therefore why may not a voluntary furcty he admitted to 
fllfrer in L~eiT place? l'lle truth is, fllc;) are the im}l!""cllions 
that are uftJally In~l(lC! on the :\\l,-akelleJ confclC!llCC, of the 
!nfi .. ~ite holinefs and purity, ant) the trenlentiolJS 111ajefly 
of GoJ, th3.t nothing Ids ~il1 f."ltisiy it than il fufficient 
atonement .. or a clear ,'iew how he D"lay he " jun, and yet 
,~ the jullifier of bim that believeth on Jcfus.~' 

But, n1y brethren, it is O!1e thing to !ino\,·, to pr«lfefs, or 
e~en to fup?Ort the trl!th; and ~no!her, but or unfpeak:l
bly more moment, to feeJ, anll to ~')p' ,. ·t. It is Olle thing, 
to have a ration:ll conviaion, from CTh:Cal enquiry, that 
this is taught in the 110I}· fcriljtures ; alld another, to cleave 
to it with efleem and alfcc\ion, clS tk gospel o.lollr sllhJa. 
1;011, as the great found;!ttO!l of" our hop~ anil peace. 
Therefore in ""hat r~nl~ins of this br~nc!t c~:' the iubjetl, 
1 woultI confider myfdf as !Petlkin~, not to the wrangling 
difputcr, but to the cOll\'incetl fiuner; nC'~ to the telf. 
righteous ~.aner, bct to the broken in fpirit. The chic:f 
circumllallces in ule propitiation \\-llicJl Chrill Ilatll In~l(Je, 
to be takell 110tice of ill this l'ie\\", art: thef~ t\\'o: 1. liS 

abfolute nec:effity. ~. Its periect fufficiency. 
I~ COllfider the (lll~oilite 11(Ct"ssitv of tllis atonen\eat • ... 

wJ·llere is no other \\":l,t bv \\·;licll t!!c! iilliler ~an !le r~flor(~l 
.I ~ 

to the favor of God. NOlhing can be dearer from the 
h.:'ly fcriptures. It is in~i(!ell tt~e tacit illfereilce that Illa}~ 
be dra\\:-n fronl the \\-hole. '~th\'· is this lo\·~ and Inercv . ~ 

of God celebrated in luch exaltt 1 Ilfains hy the in1llired 
writers, and tdt with fo much gratih,d~ by the redeemed, 
llut ti~at tIley \\'ere ulltler cO!lclemncltioo, and lnull have 
nerilht:d. but for tile helD of th,~ ~~vinllr? Roill. viii. I. . - . 
,- There is therefore no,\" 110 con(lemll:ltion to thenl which 
" are in Chrift Jefus, who w~lk not afrer the tlefh, hut af. 
" ter the Spirit." And the fame chapter, "f:r. 33. U \\Tho 
:.\ ihailiay any thing la t:le charge of God's elea? It is 
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f: G~d !hl~ jaft:!ieth!' John iii. 16. " GO\l ~ ... lmictl tile: 
,~ \\-o .. ltl, tl1at lie ~ave his 0111~· lJeJ.:0:tell Sl)~l, th:\! \\ h(\f., .. 
" ever tl:.;)it:\,~tIl in hill}, fllOtll(lllot l)cri~l:, h:!t h~t\·c (,\'l-r .. 

" l:l!lill~ lift:- -, I\S " \\-itho!lt thc{!dill~ ():' t'lc)~t t:~ere is 
" no rCilliI1ion," fo \ve Il:\Ve tIlt: fC!ll)e il)tall,t,)c t~liilllOl1', . .. 

Ifeb. :(. 4. that" it is 11CJt l'onihl~ tIl:',! the l))oo\.1 of !ltll!s 
" alltl of goats fll(j,ll(1 take 3\\-a,:- fir,;. " Xav ~ t!1lt t!l~ . .. 
tilillg nl!gil! be put ik}'on(l alJ pC\llillility of llotlht, J::e tll~ 
deciaratiO!l of P~ter and John, Afls iv. 12. "Ndther i~ 
It there !':il\-~tioll ill all,· ot!ler: for tllere is 110ne otller 

01 

"naille unller heavel} give11 alnotlg mCll ""here!,: \,·e 
l' Inuit be fa.,,-eu. _"--lId \,·h~!t otJ:er !~t,fe call he l~ut '!pon 
thefe words of our Saviour himfdf? John xi\". 6, &, Jefus 
\i faith unto him, I am tJ:e \\-:1V, an(l th~ trllth, and tIle . ~ 

lC liie: no 11lan conleth llnto the Fa!her bllt ll\~ nle." III 
• 

\'J.in tlletl do \\-e found our hopes UPOll any tllin~ ('lte; 
The hoiinef5 of the divine nature, t)le purit}- of th~ (Iivi~ 
law, and the grea~nels of divine power, confpire in blaR
ing every hope of th~ finner but what is centred in Chri!~, 

2· Confider the pn-f~ct s:tjftcimcy of this atonement
It !.i futlicient to an(wer all the demands of Jaw and juf
tice. It is filfficient to ,-ill<licate tIle honor of the tii\"ill~ 
gQ\'ernment .. and to illuflrate the holin~fs and jufii("e ot" 
God in the for~ivenefs of fin, It is fufficicnt to pm-c!~~t!~ 
a. full and complete remiffion to the greateft jinner. ,rI.o.. 
e,-er retlecls tlrOl1 the iilfinite \\~ifi.!om of God, lUllfll'1t' 

1~llfil)I\! that it is not \\'itllout real:ln that fo nlllch is JiU(1 
on this f~)hjt"a in it;ripture; that 10 much p:lins is t;:.kt:n 
to Jet forth the glory alld gre3tncts of the Sa\-iOllr of ii!l
llers. The great!lefs of his llerfon, ancl dignity of his ch:l, 
raaeT, :ire fe:t betore us in the nloll flriking light. He is 
" the eternal and only begotten Son of God; the hright
" neis llf the Fatller"s glOl)r, all(} the exprels illlage of Ilis 
" Jlerfoll')~ .l\nd Phil. ii. 6. , .. '\~Flo beillg ill the forll\ '~f 
•. God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God." Ii~. 
ix. 6. '\ For unto us a cJiil(1 is bon1, Ullto us :l fO!l is gi\·c~, 
" and the government 'hall be upon" "ilis-.iwoiuti ". -A';'; - " 
.. , ilis Ilanle inall be called, W'llld\!rful, Cou nIel lor , -l'ile 
" nlighty God. 1'he everlaffing Father, The Prince of 
,,' peace," .. 



It is no: e:'l(~ ii~lced to enl)mertlte the ,n:lP;Tlifice!lt litles 
\,"ith "'hie!' he is ..tornal in fcrilllUn:: Ti.~ .. !JI,fI!Ja mltl 
O::l~!l't-71.~/i:-s! JIl,! Il~ If:IS~',-rk Prina tif ll~ lil~l 
oj :i-~ t'ilrt!\--Tbc lfi!lg !! ling ... cRIll.orti tflonls,
n,.. A-ing tif g!ory,-anJ T!~ A-tng '!I' so;,us. '\~bat 
lnighty \\~orks .0: Ji:h!criilN If' him ill cr~ation al1d pro
vill~ncc! ,\-~ .tn: tol\)," ll~ filaJJ reign till 21) e'lenJ~ts 
'" are brou~ht un\.l~r his I~" " "r~e propridy of his fa, 
critlce as the Suu of m;Ul, :..ntl the purity of h:s i;erifice tiS 

the IIt};y Olle of ~J~ ;\rC t3ken llotice of in fCriptiiTe ; 
Ijc~ ii- J 7- ,\ \'~jlcrrl;,re ill all things it behov(d hiJ~l 
" to lle nlatle like l'~lt() illS llrethren; th~t he Jlli~ht ~ ~ 
" 'llerciful ~l:l,J f:.irhful hi~h priefi, ill thill~ pel1air,iug t~ 
&, Goo, to Inakc 1\.'cncl:ili;ttiGl1 t~r t!lt! fillS of the PC~I)lt,,,,~ 
JI~b_ ix, 13, 14- "tor if the lll~i of' blllis_ and of' go-ll~\ 
.... :lOO the aJbes of an heil~r fprinklin~ the ulldcm .. i~mc
"tifictb to the pur~f}·i~lg of t:le fl~fh; hOlY oluch mC're 
u DlOIU the bl~l of Chnn, who through the eternal Spirit, 
, .. offered hilnJelf without lpot to God.. pu~ your \:on
~ .. fcience from tlt:i.J works to t~n'e th~ firing iiOO r' "fo 
this YOll 013Y a:.ltl th~ (o!l~i!llJC\1 filllle:~ thlt d\,·cJls in hirn; 
JOh!l i. 16. "~\r~~l of !li"i ftlinefs have all \~~e recei\'"ecl, 
,~ .otl grace ~ar ~~~.:C!," Col. i. 19, '~}-'or it Il!c,l!e J tile 
" Father, til~t ill hilll fil~uld all lulnefs d\\"cl)." "~hat 
:s this .. Iny bretllre,l1 btlt to encourage and e!llllOl(len Iln
ners to Pl.,t their tra!i ill him, :tnti to carry J~ollle ,,-ith 
po\\'"er tllis truth~ \\'"h:ch I fil~lll give )'OU in t~tC ,\'"ord~ (If 
the 11(1). Gll0Ji? Heb. \:ii. 25- ,~ ,\ ncfelOre lIe is able 
" ,tlfo to lave tlle:ll to t!.c: lltt(!rnlo:t, that CUlllC unto Go<l 
n by him, keing he c\-::;r l!~elh to make interceU;on lor 
" tlle.ll." 

ll. I proceed :lOW to the fccond thing propofed, which 
\~C\s, to cllnfillcr l!le c:xtellt of tillS propitiatioll, illunde<i 
ul1 tIle Ja!l clallfe ~f tIle text: l' 1\11tl not for ours onl,,., .. 
~~ bt:t alfo for tl.e tillS of the \\,tlole \\~orld." III gelleral .. 
\\·hell \\--e relnemi>er tilat this epifiJe \'-as \\'rittell chietlt- to 
tile: COI1\~erts of tile circuII1Cifi\)ll, it n,a\~ COO\,illCe ll~ that . 
in aU probability this exprdlion was intended againli the 
great anll nation~l prejudice of the Jews, of which we f~e 
"ery frequ~nt notice tak!:n in the New lterr~ lent. .A~ 



t:ley 11 .. \1 tl1~ oracles of G()(l (;omtnitt~,l to ~!;eln, ~.3a for tIle 
wile purpof(s of his prov id':llct: he hat! k:par •• tetl th«:nl 
troDl O!ht!f natil.~ns, and tilt; :'tlcffia!: \ras 10 l!t:!e:cnd frolll 

. -
them :lccor,!i:1g to the fidh'! tIle}' apprehendcc 1 that all the 
bleffin~s of his reigll \'-ere to be cOtlfilled to tileillfelves : 
therdore they are olten gil-en to unl~ernand, that tI.e pur
pole of me~cy W:iS far more (~ten!ive, ccud that Chrift 
caDle \,~jth a view to fulfil that r;rcnlife m.=t(le to tile father 
of the i:li~ilflJl, Gc:n. X~ ii. 13. "In thy fee,) filall ell) the 

• 
&. na:i~ns of the e.\r!h be bJdfcd; bec3.ufe t~OY haft obey-
", ed my voice:" ·rhc e~preffion in the text then un. 
(lol,bt~ll)}l" illlp!ies, tllat r~t!cm!)tio" through tl~e bloexl of 
Ctlrifi \\'as to be preacl~"'(l to linneTs of the Gentiles; t:lat 
3S he hall ~en the Savim.af of ail ages by the efficacy of 
ttat facrifice \\'ilich I,e \\r ~\S to offer in tht! f~llners of tillle, 
1'0 th~t the vlrtue of it \\-as not to be confill~d to tIle boufe 
of Ifrael, but to belong to finners of e\'ery nltioll ullJer 
hea\pen. 

I 2.m fenlible, my brethren, that very great ccntro"~r
:lies have l..-;en raife(l in ~'lother vie\v, as to the extent of 
ChrHi~s death, and the import of this and other fliCh ge
Jleral e~preffions ill the holy fcriptures, In this, as in 
nl\)il oth-:r tiebatcs,. matters have been carrietl a far great. 
er lengtll than the intereft of truth al}d piety ~uires; aO(I~ 
as 1$ :lIfo llfllal, they ha\'e arifen froln an illlproper and 
llnlkilfll! nlixtllre of \vhat belongs to the lecret counfels or 
the ~Iofl lIigh \vith his revealetl will, \vhich is the in\-a
rtable rtlie of our (Iuty. '''ithout entering, therefore, inte 
tltele debates: which are unfuitable to our prdent emp)oy
rnel1t,l or ra.lber ~i\:"ing m}- jtldgmellt, tl):tt tlley are for tile 
lnoll par~ u!1occeifal)', unprofitable, or hllnflli. I fila)) Jay 
do\vn three propofi:iollS on this fubjett, \vlllel} I tl.ink call 

)lardl\- be c;liJed in ollefiioil, al)cl \1:~llich are a lufficicilt _ A 

found~tion for Oilr faiill ant) Ilr;\Uice. 
1. ~l'i~e obet!ience atl~l (leatll of Chrift is i)i \t~ue fliffi .. 

dent to expiate the guilt of all the iins of el'ery indi,>idual 
.. ,.., .n 11 ,- h FI'h· 

lnal t!VC:" 11\·CU va ~ \-~," al;,~a& .a:;-: =-.. ~ :::.~ ..... , _ ,c: ~'~1~11 •• t 

be (It!liecl, fillce tIle flll'ie8s to be re\l~ellletl arc fillitc, tJ~e 
price paid for th~ir rl.-'tkmption is infinite. lit! fuffered ill 
the human nature, but that nature intimatdy anJ l'nfun-

\~ , U 
'Cl. •. '. u 



ally tlnire() to the (li\'il1e: fo tilat C!lrifi the l\Ie<liatof, the 
~itt of God for the redtmp~ion of finncrs. is nllen called 
his 0\\-*0 all(l his eternal 5011: Rom. viii. \~. "He that 

" 
&, fi)lred not Jlis o\vn SOIl, but (l~)iveretl hiln llJl ior us all, 
~I ))()\V Jllalille llot \,·ith hill) alJo freely ~ive us all things?" 
Suell \vas the Uilioll of tile diville and huolan nature ~n 
C!lritl, that tile bloOlI \''')llch 'vas the purchafe of O\lr re· 
(iellljltion is exprefsly callee) the lllood of God, A8s xx. 
18. "rro feed the church of GOtl, ,,-hieb he hath pur~ha
" fed with Ilis 0\\-0 bloo<l. " ']'his is the great nl~·fie1)1t of 
godlinefs, Jod olanitefied in the Befh, in lvhich all Ollr 

thoughts are loft al1d f\va))o,,"e(1 up. 
J.. Notwithfianding this, every individual flfthe 'mlnan 

race is not in faa p~rtaker of the bleffillgs ofllis I)llrchai~ ; 
but many (lie in their fins, ancl perifh for c\-er. 1'his 
will as little a(lmit of allY (}oubt. Alllltitudes have died, 
who 11e,,"er Ileanl of the Ilame of Chrill, or falvatioll 
through hinl; ~llany have lived and died blafpheming his 
p~rfon.. and defpifing his undertaking; many have rlied 
in unbelief and impenitence, [erving divers luns and paf: 
fions; and if the fcripture is tnle .. he will at Iaft render 
llnto tneln acconiing to t.ileir \vorks_~ &, that if we admit, 
that the works of God are koown to him from the begin
lling of the \vo .. J~I, it can never be true, tllat, in his eter
nal counlels, Chrifi died to £l\~i: thore, \\-ho after all that 
he hath done, (han be miferable for e\~er. " He is a rock., 
'- Ilis \,·ork is pertctt. " flis delitn ne\~er could be frllfira
ted; but. as the apufile Paul e}.:preffcs it., Rom. xi. 7. 
~. 'file eleCtiol1 hath obtained it, al1(1 tile refl \vere blind .. 
" 00.') Bllt, 

3. T11~re is in tIle (Icath of Chrifl a fllfficient foun(la
tion laid for pre~ching the gofpel inddlnitdy to all with. 
Otlt exceptio11_ It is tile COI)ltll~n(1 of (;l~l, tll"t this fhou)~l 
l'tt! ti()ili.!: l\'Iark x,,·i. 15- "A!ld he Jail} Ullto them, Go 
~~ ye into all the world, and preach the gorpel to every 
" creatur~." rrhe efft:tl of this is, that the mifery of the 
Uililelieviol' allJ inloenitel1t tllall lie entirely at their 0\\-0 

...... . - - - .. -. ... --- ... -.-- -- -
door: and they thall not only die in their fin~ but ~:tn 
filffer to eternity for this moR heinous of all fins, dcfpifing 
the ret\\edy, anu refuting to hear the Son of God; Heb. x. 
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26, 27. " For if \\'e fin \vi1fully after that we have receiv. 
u eel the kno\v ledge of the truth, there renlaineth no (nore 
" facrifice for fins, but a certain fearful looking jor of juJg-
" ment, and fiery indignation, \vhich filall devour the ad
"verfaries." Let us neither refufe our arrent to any part 
of the revealed Ylill of God, nor foolifbly inlagille an op
pofition bet\veen one part of it and another. All the oll
icurity ariies from, and may be refolved into the weakne!3 
of our underftandings; hut let Goel be true, and ~very 
man a liar. That there is a fenfc in which (~hrill died for 
all Oleo, and even for thofe who perifll, is plain froo) tIle 
very \vards of fcripture; I Tim. iv. 10. .. .. F"or therefoft: 
" we both labour and fuffer reproach, becaufe we trull in 
" the living God, \vho is the Saviour of alllnen, efpecially . 
" of thofe that believe." I Cor. viii. I I. U And through 
" thy knowledge fhall the weak brother periih, for whom 
,- Chrift died ?" Thus it appears that both in a national 
and perfonal view, Chrifi: is " the. propitiation for our 
'" fins; and not for ours only, but alfo for the fins of the 
" \yhole world." 

III. I proceed no\\' itl the last place, to make foine prac ... 
tical improvenlent of the fubjecl: for your inllruC\:iol1 and 
diredion. And, 

I. }i'roln \vhat hath been raid, let us be induced to give 
praifc:: to God for his mercy to loU finners revealed in the 
gafpel. Let us particularly give hinl praife for Chrill 
Jefus, his unfpeakable gi;t: " Herein is love, not that \ve 
~, loved God, but that he loved us, and ga \'e his SOIl to be 
" the propitiation for us." . 

\Vhile we remenlber, with abafement of foul, the boli. 
nefs and juftice of God, \vhich required fatisfaCtion for fin, 
let us alio remember his infinite compaffion, \vho \vas 
pleafed himfelf to provide" a lanlb for the burnt ofleriug. " 
Let us at the fanle time give praiie to the tender .. hearted 
Saviour, who gave his life as an offering" of a fweet. 

___ " iinellin,g favor" to God. Redeeming grace {hall be the 
thenle of eternal gratitude ana prailc iu ,'It;IlV(;u. .£!.':=. 
all our trials and dangers are over, we fhall then, \vith 
unfpeakable delight, afcribe the honor of our viCtory to 



him,. I:',·in~~ R~v. ,-. t 1. u '\·orth,- is tIle unl!\ t!~,~t \lets 
~. "- .. 

"fiai'l~ to n:~i\ e pb\\'er, and ri~l)es, :lntl \\"ilJcm~ an\! 
.. ftrc:nt:th, and honor, and glory, and bldiing.·' ,rhy 
fbould we not ~lio :attempt to gl\'e him praiJ~ in his 
cl.urch on ~arth: !or be, .113\ltillJ! finiO.~ his (M'n \\'Qrk~ 
and ~1lteP-d. ilun his glory, hath ~ve us an aUun:.,! p!'Cf

pttl. that we ailo flla)1 overcolne in his Ilrtngtn; tb~tt he 
will come again, and ,& recei"e us to himfeJf; dial lwhere 
" he is~ the~ \~e may be a) to. 11 

2. YOl! m;iY lee from what bath been 'Iai(l~ tb2.t ruth IS ., . 

are yet llnrcltlteJ to this Sa'/iour are ill a I:ate of fill, and 
Jiatl!C to llivine wrath. H~r ~nd ret~ci\"e tl~is trl.th, f:O\\~
c,'"er unwclcon'!~ to the feclltc', }.ou"c\·:-~r dit~"f1trui to tpe 
carnal mind. H it were not to, this prnpitiat:on \\'h~cil 
Go:i h~th ret forth would h,n'e been allogetJ~l' "nnecdf."l
r}~. Let us beg of him ,,~llO ha(h Ifcended IIp on high, \0 

fend down .. according to hi:; promile, his Spirit to (00-

,~iuce the world of fin. How many atfctling and ftrikir.g 
prools Ilave "-e of this~ both in our chilrafler aJ1U tlCite ! 
~nll )'et how difficult to l'nake us fenfibJe of it! \'~!l&lt is 
to be ft.'en in the world at prefent, or what do we reall in 
the hiliory of pall ages, but one melancholy lCene of dif: 
crder, o,;Jery, &lId b~oodfhedt fucceetlillg allother? Is Il(\t 

this the eKed of human gtlilt? And do we not, bJ nmtu .. 1 
injuries, at once demonflrate D:lr OWll ('orruptioll, and exe· 
('ute the ju fi judgment of GoJ upon one :mothet: May 
llot e\'ery rJerfOn eJifcover the l3.tent JOllrce oi' thef~ flag
T3!lt crimes, in the polilltion of lJis own Ileart, his :l,'"erfioll 
t~ \\,hat is good, and Jl:S prOllellets 311d inc)jnatioll to ,\:hat 
is e\li~? AIll1 \ .. ~t, a.las! no\'/ diffi("ult a ma.tter is if lo make 

• 
the heart humble itlelt: =tnd r-:e::.d guihy before God: to 
n'ake tlS fenfible\ that \ve are tran!~r{flors frOl11 the \\·Olllb, ,. ' 

and inexl'"tJfable, in tfiis tran(t;reiJion; tha.t tile thrcatell-
ing of the law is JllGU juft, " Curfed is €very one that con
" tinueth not in all thill~S written ill tl1e book of tile la\\" 
" to (10 theln ;') allcl tllat it is of the illfillite Dlcrcy of GC(t, 
that the execution is fUipended, or any hope gi\:en us ()f ,. . . . , 
~.l'h "Uie LVa\!crl Il: 

Yet this, ~y brethren, I will repea' it, ano I befced: 
you to attend to it, is ctrtainly the cafe by na",re, \\:itl\ 
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every" perf(\n in this affembly. Every ones who flOW hears 
me is ill a 'late of condeOlllation, and liable to everlafi.. 
iJlg milery~ exceptin~ that llapp}- number \1iho 11a\~e " fled 
" f(lf retlJ~ to Jay hol{l of th~ hope fet before them" All 
illft:nfihle l)erfol1s, iiving in a carclefs fecllre forgetfuillels 
of Gexl; all \vho iJlduJge thelllf~I\·cs hibit\la))}~ i.l the lutls 
of the flcth; (Irunkards, f\\'earers, profal1e atlu iafci\~ious 
jeners~ liars .. unjufl pertons~ lovers of !b.e prdent world, 
are aliens iiom the commonwealth of -Urad, and llrangers 
to the covenant or promife. Oh that it were poffible fur 
me to a\\·aken you to a ic"fe of }-our dangert while there 
is yet a poHibility of efcaping! Oh the importance to 

YO,l of the unkno\\'n time from this <.lay or' J'our 111erciful 
vifittltion to the day of your death! \Vhat would thole 
who are no\\' referved ill chains to the jU(lgmellt of the 
great day, give for the precious oppcrtunity you are now 
de!pifing! In a little time 1 know that you yourfd\'es 
\viII repent; oh that it Inay not be \\'llen it is too late to 
reforDl! Bllt all \vords mull fillk ul1(ler loch a fubj~d. 
No pillure that I could draw of the de:fpairing horror ot a 
finner on his death-bed .. or the blafpheming rage of thole 
\\·ho are tormentetl ill hell-fire, COlllJ pofubJjF gi\'e any of 
)'OU a jufi apprchenfion of \"hat it is to fall itlto tIle h~llJ.S 
of the living God, unlefs it pleafe himfelf to wound the 
cOJlicience with ~he alTO'\-~ of con\'"iCtioIl, that lle may af • . 
terwards pour in the healing balm of pe:ace and coniolati. 
Oll. And oh that it might nand with the WIll of God that 
Ilone here prefe:lt ihOllld elea}le ! 

3- Learll froln \,"hat has beell fait), tha~ there is no fa
crilice tor liu, but the one offering of our Rec\cemer on the 
crols; no hope of mercy for any chi:d of Adam, but 
through his blood. 1'he typic:ll facrificcs under the Old 
'l"'c::italllellt \\\~rc but fi13(io\\"s, tIle ftll)Jiallcc i, Ct1rifi. J I). 
vain will any go about to efiablifh their own righteoulllt~fSt 
and refU1~ to lubmi: to the righteoufilefs of God. 'rhink 
not, my brethren, by attempts of reformation, by faulty 
deteCtive duties, to be aWe to cancel any part of that guilt 

. ,. " "- . - -'-- l ~.... u ..... .....O~l' i ... h .. ~I 
lU W 111\';11-Y UU 41 '- A\'lU'.~lS \, Y \"t} ua,]. ...&y •• h. -_. -- -__ _ -

Jy and prefumption (\f leU:righteoufnefs! \Vhat a l)fotanc 
contempt of the riches of divine grace! Hath God f~en it 
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neceffary to ret forth Chritl as a propitiation through filith 
in his bfo"()(l? and wiH you fay. that it is unnecdfary, and 
(purn the oHered mercy? How much ignorance is in 
JeJf-ri6hteoufn~fs ! \Vhat imperfeCt: views muft they have 
of the Jaw of God, and how little khowledge of them-
1eJ'ies, aOf) their o\vn hearts 'VllO a(lnlire or tTllfl ill hu-
11)an virttle! Above all, \vhat is the fOllll(lation al1d cor. 
ner.fl{\ne of fclf-righteoufnefs ? It is pride, that fin of all 
others mon odious and abominable in the fight of God. 
J~ it not a matter of daily experience, that thofe perions 
','no arc eviclently moil loofe and carelcfs in tlleir o\vn 
prac1ice, an(l \\:110, one \vOllltl tllink, filoul(l have 1eaft of 
that kind to rely upon, are mon prone to a fc1f-righttous 
plan, and moO: ready to defpife the doB:rine of jufiificati
O!1 through the imputed righteoufilefs of Chrifl. Are you 
fometimes furprifed at this, ChriiHans? 1"'he thing is 
eafily explained. They know little either of the law of 
God or their own hearts.. They feldom nudy the one, or 
refleCt llpon the other. If they (lid, they \\Woul(l fvon be 
afhamed of fuch a pretenc~. 1'hofe who apply themfelves 
with the greaten diligence to the 1ludy of holinefs in heart 
and lite, do always moll fenfibly feel, and man willingly 
confefs, that all their righteoufnelle:; are as filthy rags be
fore God. 

4· In Chrin Jerus, and the blood of the everlafiing co
venant, there is abundant provifion made for the pardon 
of all our fins, and peace with an offended God. " Be
" hoil.l the Lamb of God, which taketh away the fin of the 
" 'lPorl(} !" Behold the Lalnb which God llill1ielf 11dth 
ordained, and fet apart for this important work, and which 
he will certainly accept! "Deliver them," i:lith he, 
u from going down to the pit: I have found a rantom." 
H~~hold the immaculate and fpotlers vitlim in the purity of 
his human, and the glory of his divine nature! There: is 
no fin [0 atrocious bllt Ilis bloo(l is fuHicient to \,9aill a'.vav 

.I 

the guilt. Is there any finner in this affembly burdened 
_ •. • ~L _ f' __ ,. .. _ _ t' . • ... ,)' , . .' ,'" • 

W 1\11 " I~lll\.. UI glllll, CIt lellell uy elll Cl\';~Ullll~ LUIIIt.-feltLe., 

terrified by the thunde~s of the law, ready to cry ont, 
" 'Vho CP.'"' fiand before lhis holy Lord God! 1\1y flelh 
&\ lremblcth oecaure of thee: 1 anl afraid of thy judg-
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" ments." Let fuel1 an one knQ\\', tllat flel r is Iilid 011 

Ililll that is "lnighty to fave," l __ et )'our ~tJilt b~ "'Lat 
it \vill, who call fo far derogate fron) tIle 1{C\t~cll1er's glu
ry as to ft.lfpea that his l1100d CallJlot pur;~e it a\va)" ? 
Gi\'e no hee(l to unl)elie,.·ing tllougl!!s, or difcoura;..!i.I;.! 
fuggefii()ns; llut be "firong ill faitll, givillt! bior)r to GCt};" 

anti attelld to the Saviour's 0\\·11 \vorlls: "IJiln th"t 
" COInet}l Ul1tO nle, ! \V ill itl no \\-j fe cali ()Ul. " 

5. In the IllSI l11ace, I~t all tIle cJ1iJ l lrell of (;o~! .. \rJloi~ 
hope hatll flill lleell ill tIle cli\,ille Illercy t}lro~J,::.ll a crlJ(.:i .. 
tied Saviour, enlhrace the O)Jj)ortullit}? 110\\1 g;\~lll tJlclJJ (~f 
profeffing, exercifing, and nrengtl~ening their f:lith in the 
great atollelnellt. Plead )iOlJr relation to G()~l thrOt:.l)l 
Chrifi:, and encourage YOUl-f::lves in his alI-fufficicncy and 
merit. Look upon his fufierings tnr Immbling you llt1tkr 

a fenfe of the evil of fin, which made fuch an expiation 
neceifar}Y. NothiIlg ferves Inore to abafe arltl l~l·el 11U

man pride, than to fee our llature on the ero!:; tIlcu:~ll 
perfona!ly united to the divine. Look upon him in his 
a~ony, for Inortifying and crucif)'ing fill in J"ou. rj'Jlcre 
is a purifying virtue, and tlnClifying effie.lcy, in the blood 
of Chrift. It Ilot only fpeaks peace to tIle \\·ountle{l con· 
fcience, but 1)l.lrges tIle confciellce ti-Oll1 (leatl \rnrks to 
f:':rve tIle living Goel. I am not agaillft tIle introclutlion 
of every argun'lellt from fcril)tllre or reafon agaiI1f11!11, or 
in fupport of (lut),; bllt let tllenl ne\?er fllpp1a11t t11e ~Teat, 
tlie lealiillg, tIle cOIlftrailling argunlent, \vllicll is (Ira\rI) 
frolll tIle crofs of Cllrifi. Belic\:e it, nl}' bretJlren, notllil1g 
ft) Inli:!' '--ecollciles tIle lleart to {lut)·, notllitlg fo kin\.!ies ,1 
holy ill(lignatioll againfi fill, as a belie~"illg \~ie\v of t!H.? 
I.amb of Goel, \\~llich taketh a\vay tIlt! fitl of the \\·orltl~-
1"11~~ gi\iCS the Spirit of adoption, a chilcl.like IClr, all!} a 
child-like IO\le. 1'llis fills tile Chriftiatl \vitil corll~o:-t, tl115 
infpires the Chrifiian with zeal. rro reek our comfort ill 
a fcparlte way, or in the firn infiance f~om our d::t;~··~ .. is 
tC) nlake that cOlufurt feeble allcl variable as the duties J;.~ 

--~~\.I..-,;...'~:s.;.",~~~.:-,~ .~~'!- _.t'!' ~l"\\;vpn Ollr (luties bv tIle conlf:)r:~ (1f 

the goil>d is to follow the order of the covenant of gr.LCe, 
hy which we at once promote the glory of God, and moii 
efiectually fecure om· own cotnfort and peace. 1'his IS 
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the Spirit breatbed by the apome Paul, with wbore \\'orrls~ 
Gal. ii. 19, 20 •. I thaIl conclude.; ,,' For I through the law 
" am dead to the la\v, that I might live unto 900. I am 
" crucified with Chrifl; Ne\"'erth" .efs I live; }"et not I, 
" but Cl: ~;~. Ji,'etn in Ole; ancl t· life u~h;r~ ! no\~" live 
" in the flel!l, T live by the fait~ of the Son of God, who 
~, loved me, and gave hirnfdf lor me. " 
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SER}\fON 6 . 

... ---
REV. i.5-

LTilt~ him that /o'Otd US~ and Tl:ashtd us ~frvm our siJJ8 i:: ,"i~ 
flVJn b/(Jotl. 

ACTION SERMON. 

T HE bare repetition of there words is fufficient to con. 
vince every hearer how well they are fuited to the 

defign of our prefent meeting, Redeeming love is cer. 
tainly the moll: delightful of aU themes to every real chrif. 
tian. It is the immediate and diree: objeCt of orr con. 
templation in the Lord's fupper. This ordinance was 
inftituted to keep up the remembrance of the fufferings 
and death of Chrift, which was the great and finifhing 
proof of his love. How then can you attend (\n it in a 
more becoming and dutiful, a more pleafant an(l defirea. 
bIe, or a more happy and ufeful frame of fpirit, than when 
J70ur hearts are filled with a fenfe of the love of Chriir, 
and you find yourfelves difpofed to join, with a mixture 
of joy and wonder, in the doxology of the apoftle John, 
in the text, Unto him that lo-ced us, and 'Washed us from 
Oll,· SillS ill his own blood? 

The author of this book is fometimes ftyled the disciple 
'Whom Jesus /o'IJed. Since, therefore, it pleafed his mar. 
ter to difiinguifh him by the tendernefs of particular friend. 
1hip, it is no wonder that we find fo Inuch of the delight .. 

VOL. I. X x 



ful aiFetlioll of love ill his ,,-ritings- In tl1e begii)nill~ nf 
this chapter, he ~h'es an account of the Reneral rut~t:Cl 
anti defign of the book of Re\-flation, the nlanller ill \\-llicl1 
the difcoveries contaille(l in it \vere made to hill}, anl) )l:5 

fidelity in tefiifying them to others. Tben follows the 
~poflolic falutation to the feven churches in _-\6a, which is 
a folemn benediCtion, in name of all the perlons of tlie 
adorable Trinity: "Grace be to YOtls and peace, from 
" him which is, alld ,\"hich \\'as, alllt y;hie1) is to COlne ;~' 
(that is, from God the Father, !he ancient of days, im. 
mutable and eternal); "ancl from t)le feven fpirits \vhic11 
" are before his tllfone ;'" (Ilot to detain )·OU liith a criti
cal account of this pllrafe, it means tIle Holy GhoU, lingle 
in his perron, but n\Ultiplied in his gifts; the variety, 
fulJnefs, and perfeCtioll of \\-hich, are denote(l by this 
form of expreffion); "and from Jcfus ehrift, who is the 
"faithful witnefs, anti the firil .. begotten from tIle deacl, 
" and the Prince of tile kings of the eart]l. " 1.'0 hinl, YOtl 

fee, he gives three illufiriolls charaCl.ers. 
I. The faithful 'Wittzess, who came from above, and 

revealed the \VilOle \\7ill of God for our faI\·ation; \\,1)0 be
ing the eternal truth, might be abfolutely depended on in 
the account he \vas by tIle apoftle to commllnicate, of the 
great events of Providence towards his church and peo
ple. 2. The first br.gotten from the dead, declared to be 
t~.e Son of God \vitll po\\rer, by his glorious refurrcCtion 
and triumph over the king of terrors. And, 3. The 
Prince of tbe lillgs of the earth; that is, the Lord of na
ture, to \\1hOnl every prince and potentate D1Ufi: be iobjeCt, 
all(l to the en(ls of \\1 lloie Providence, an(l the increafe of 
\\'bofe killg(lonl, all t11cir !chenles of IJolicy and conqtlefi 
fhall at Jaft be fubfer\,ient. He then, \\-ith great prol)rie
t}·, ha\·illg 111elltiolled the name, an(l gi\yen a fllort vie,1l 
of the charaCter of his bleffed Lord, lays hold of the op
portunity to eXl)refs llis own atld e\rery other finner's 
obligation to hinl in this fublime afcription, Unto him tbat 
lo'Oed us, a1ld ~I)ashed us from our sins ill bis O'1V11 blood. 

To enter upon the confideration of tIle love of Chrift 
in its full extent, in its lo1lrce, its expreffions, atld its 
effeCts, even thofe that are fuggefted in the text, would 
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fil!" exceed the bounds of a lingle difcourfe. 'Vhat I pro
pore) therefore, :.t this time, in order to prepare your 
mill(1s antI my o\vn, for the folemn afiio)) before us, is 
only to colleCt into one \·ie\v fonle of the great and gene. 
ral char.ltiers of the love of Chrift, which are moll pr\)per 
to excite our gratitll(le allcl praife; alld thetl to nlake fome 
practical improre~nent of it for your inflruaion and di
reClioll. 

1. Firfi, then, let us endeavor to point out f:Jme of the 
great ao(l gelleral charaCters of the Jove of Chrill. In this 
I fila1} take care to COllfille In}'felf to fuell views as are . 
givell of it in the 1)01y lcriptures. And every charaCter 
gi yen of it there, \ve are both entitlecl and obliged to attend 
to, and im llTOVC. 

I. Firfi: 'of all, then, you may obferve, that it is an 
~erlllSlillg love. It took its rife in the eternal counfeIs of 
11ea\P~n. Tllis is a charatler given of the IO\ge of God to 
his people, Jer. xxxi. 3. " Yea, I have loved thee with 
" an everlafling love: therefore with loving kindnefs 
" have I drawn thee." This expreffioll' is often ufed 
\\~itll a double vie\\', to fhe\v, on the one hand, its early, its 
original fouree, and on the otller, its perpetual llabilit)r, 
and endlefs duration. I1fal. eiii. 17. "Bllt the mercy of 
" the J!>rd is from everlafling to everlafiing upon thenl 
;: tllat fear him; and Ilis righteoufnefs unto Cililllrell's 
"children." Ifa. live 7, 8. " For a fmaII Dl0mellt have 
,~ I forfaken thee, but \vith great mercies will I gather 
"thee. In a little wratll I Ilid my face from tllee for a 
" lDOment; but \vith everlafling kindllefs will I 11ave 
" mercy on th~e, faith tile Lortl tllY Redeemer." Ha
ving cited thefe pa[ages of the Old rrefialnent, I mull 
juflify the application of them, by obferving that all the 
covenant-mercies of God to man, in our prefent fallen 
1late, are to be referred to the love of Chrift, as their price, 
tlleir fOllrce, and tlleir fllm. This is plain from innume
rable paffages of icripture: Eph. i. 4, 5· ~'Acr.ording as 
" he hath chofen us in him, before tIle foundation of the 
" \vorld, that \ve ihoulcl be lioly, and ",~ithout blame before 
U him in love: having predefiinated us unto the adoption 
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" of children by Jefus Chrift to himfelf, acconting to the 
"good pleafure of his will." Eph. iii. I I. "Accon1!ng 
" to the eternal purpole \\'hich he purpofed in CI:r1ir Jefus 
" Ollr Lord.') For this reaton it is, amongfl others, that 
Chrifl is called, Rev. xiii. 8. "the Lamb ll:iin froln the 
" foulldation of the ,,·orld. " 

I ccnfei-:" nty bretJJren, we !re but ill able to underHand, 
cr at Jean to meafure, the import of this truth, that the 
love of Cllrift to fin)ler~. or of God in him, \vas fronl eter· 
nity. All our conceptions are foon loft, and i",-allo,,'ed 
up, in what is infinite and boundlds. But furely it af. 
fords matter for the deepeR and hUlnbltfi adoration, as 
\\'ell as for the higheft gratitude alld joy. Does it not 
afford matter for adoring wonder, that tIle plan for redeem. 
ing :cfi: fanners" and refioring them to the obedience and 
enjoyment of God, was the objea of the divine purpofe 
from ett:rnity? J t appears to be a very confpicllOUS part, 
or rather p~rhaps we are \\7arranted to fay, from the rcrip. 
ture revelation, that it is the chief part of our Creator's 
wilJ, to which every other part of his providence is fub. 
ordinate and fubfervient. Accordingly, in the very par. 
{age where my text lies, the Redeelner fays, ver. 8. " I 
" am ~\lpha and Omega, the beginning and the en(ling, 
" faith the Lord, \\,llicll is, and \\rhich ,,'as, and \Vllicll is 
" to come, the Almighty.') Does not this lead liS to con
template the glory of an infillite God, as it filil1CS in this 
everlafiing love? Doe~ it not alfo afford matter of grati
tude to the believing foul, while he confiders every veffel 
of mercy as concerned in this eternal purpofe ? 

I alll fenfible my brethren, there may be an atlllfe an<l 
per\?erfion of the doctrine of eleCliotl, if we thillk of it as 
in(lcpendent of its fruits, an{l apply it fa as to procluce 
eitller 1ecurity or defilair. But I defpife the wii(lom ot"' 
thofe rerfons who would conceal this truth as (hngerous, 
\vhicll it hatil pleaie(l God ditlillflly to reveal. It is the 
root which produceth the plallt; but it is the plant \vhich 
difcovers the root. It is the fountait\ which prodLceth the 
ilreams; but the fireanls lead 11S to tIle fOlllltain- 1\1"u(\ 
not the finner who by faith has laid hold on at crucified 
Saviour, and given credit to the word of God in a preach .. 
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ed gorpel~ confider, wi!h admif'3tion, his name written in 
tb.: book of lifi: of th~ Lamb slain j;'orn tIN f(!U1ldati~"n >'.' 
the 'World? \-\That delight will it give him! 'Vh3.~ hu
nor docs it rcfl~a UPOll hitl1~ at the tame time that it de
nro/s the very tound~ltion of arrogance and pride? 1"his 
is tile firtt, 311d }-et it is but one of man}- parts of tile doc
trine 0.' falvatioll, \\'Jlicll at once exalts and abafes us i 
raires cur hop~s, alld fllrbills us to glory; clothes us \\'ith 
infinite Ilonor, and }7ct dilcovers us to be leis than nothing: 
fo that we nlay jay with the apoftle Paul, after a view (If 
the fame fubjeB:, R0111. xi. 33- "0 the depth of the riches 
" both of the \vifdo:n all\.} kno\\:led~e of God! how un
" fearchable are his judgments, ~nd his ways paft finding 
,~ out !" 1'his leads nle to obfer·,,-e, 

2. rrhat the love of Chrili is free and u:lmerited love. 
This ~s a circumll~11ce that is fcarcely e\ler feparated from 
the account givel} of the love of CJ1rifl in icril)ture. It 
Dlay be founded even on the infinite difproportion be· 
tween uI1creatt'J excellence and created \\"eaknets: PJal. 
viii. 4. " What is man, tllat thou art mindrtll of him? and 
" the ton of man, that thOll vifiteft him ?'. PIal. cxliv. 3. 
" Lord, what is mall, tllat tllou takeil knc,\yledge of him? 
" or the fon of man j that thou makeft account of him ?~) 
Nay, as if this were a truth of the utmofi moment, we have 
it repeated a third time in almofl: the fame words; Job 

. vii. 17. "What. is man that thou fhouldtl Inagnify him? 
" and that tho.u {houldfi: fet thiIle heart upon hilll ?~' Hut 
this is not all, nor indeed the main thing to be attended to ; 
for the love of Chrifi hath for its objea thofe who were in 
actual rebelliot't againft GoJ, tranfgreffors of his holy la\;, 
and liable to the firoke of his juflice. It was not only to 
exalt thore who were low, or to fupply thofe \ ... ·ho were 
needy, tllat Chrift came, but to deliver thofe who \vere 
appointed to death: John iii. 16. " God fo loved the 
" world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that \vhofo
" ever believeth on him, fhould not perifh, but have ever
" lafling life." Rom. v. 8. "But Go<l commendetll hi~ 
" love towards us, in that while we were yet finners, ChrHl 
". died for us." Eph. H. 4, 5. "But God who is rich in 
" mercy, for his gre~t love wherewith he loved us, even 
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(. ,\·hen ,ve '\~ere (leau in fillS, hath quick~Jle(l '1,", t~)b" ~~ ;,

U with Chrift (by grace ye are f:1\'f:d.r~ l°he fal:." thl!.

i.l(leed is cleaiJ\- ir.timatecl ill tIle \v,)rlls of our text, t. ~o 
.I 

i'!ilil tual/07}el/'IS, (1111/ ~U"(l:;h!d ,afi-onl OUI- sinl ill his (1f.U1J 

hlood. It is on tllis aCCOullt, ill panic11lar, that talvatifJi), 
:tccording to the gofpel, is faicl to be free, alld of grace, 
that is to fal', an act of unmeriie(l ancl ,-o}untaT}' kindnefs, 
which the finner had no title to demand: Rom. iii. 23, 
24, 25. "t"or all have fi!lJled, and come fhort of tIle 
" glory of God; being jufiifiecl fi·ee]y l)y llis grace, 
'" t!trou~h the rcdempt~on that is in Jefus Carifi: whom 
" Gocl 11atll ret fort!} to be a prOll!tiation throllgll fait)l in 
" 11is blooli, to cleclare 11 is rigllteOtliilcfs for the remiffion 

0- " of fins that are r=di, thrcllgh the forbearance of GOd.,'; 
Be]ie\~e it, (~Ilrillians, tJlis is tile )lrol)er exercifea of 

mercy; all(} 11ere tIle (livine lllerCJ7 fhines and reigns. 
'VitJlout !ilis, it is 110t obfcllred OJ)JV,. but annilli)atecl or -deflroyed. Btlt, oIl! \\7hat a vie\v does tllis gi\1e us of tIle 
love of Cllrifl! ',l]lat an ilnpreffion will his ]O\1e make 
on all thofe who are trll1y conVillCe(l of their guilt and 
\vretchedlle!s! Tllis is the very hinge upon \\'hich the 
\\1hole (lottrille of falvatiol1 tllrns. I hope you are not 
(lifpofed to Dlake allY oppofitioll to it. But alas! it is not 
fufficiellt to 11ave learneti it as a icience, to have been 
tatlgllt it as making a part of the Chrifii,ln faith; it is ano
tIler matter to 11ave a real alld perfonal conviCtion of it 
ul)on the heart. 'Vhy is tlle 10ve of Chrift fo cold a fub-
jeCl: to the generality of the world, but becaufe they have 
110 fetire of tlleir guilt and lnifery? I an·} even afrai(l, that 
111anv of tIle zeaious advocates for this truth have hllt lit-

~ . 

t]e eXfJe·rience of its power, aIlcl live but little under the 
il1fluetlce of it in· their praCtice~ 'Vllere, indeed, is tIle 
perron to be found, who does full juftice to the Saviour, 
allel confiders IllS love as \\Tholly ullmerite(l and free? 'fhe 
lnoa evangelical expreffions do often confifi with the moll: 
legal and felf-righteous affeaions. Let me try, however, 
before I leave this particular, if I can nlake YOlI underfland 
it, even though you {bould not feel it. Suppofe any of 
l"Oll \\rere uI)on tIle moll: (leliberate and compoietl refleCtion, 
upon the moU particular and dole exam ination, f~mfible 



that YOtl jtill1y d::!::ITCd to h! hlnif!a;,l from the ~li\·illt! 
prdcnce, alHl clli into t;\ \.;-b!ting !ire; and that your 
:,Ieffed Sa\-iour, \Viaell tilcrt! \V,:s no otlltr \\'a~· to pre\·tiat 
it, (li(} ta\!\~ }'OU i))'" tIle facrifice of Ilillliclf; tell lne, ,\-flat 
\\·OU)(} \'01) 110t O\VC to hinl? \\-hat \,·ords \roliltl ,:oml fill{l 

• J 

to eXl)refs )~Ollr Jove to hil11, or yOl.lr fCllie of lli~ ]o,·e to 

\·Oll: FI'llcrc llave been fonle ~ ... ~' ·villCe(l finllcrs 10 ri\9ct-
ted, if I may fpeak 10, to thl_ . 'i~':ll!nnance, thJt the.\' 
cotllel filllliittle otller \va}~ of nleaillrillg tile love of Chrif:, 
but by IO(lking itlto themft!l\·es; alld to ,\-11011), il1deetl, it 
has be:!n enollgh to illuftrate the grealI~'~ls of llis nlerc~
tllat tIle\-' were not coniumed. rro tllis a{tll, . , 

3. The love of Chrift i!> ulIsolicitnllOi;c. It took it~ 
rife, not fronl tllofe \\"110 fioocl 111 neetl of it, l)llt from llinl 
who be{lo\\~e(l it. It \vas not the effect of Otlr earneR irn
portunit~l, bllt of his o\","n illfinite Inerc}'_ 1'his is a eir
cumfiance ,,'llleIl \ve ought by 110 me~llS to omit, as ,\'e 
find it particularly taken notice of in Scripture: I John 
iv. 10. " Hcreill is lo\'e, not tllat \ve loved t;oJ, bllt t}lat 
" he IO\1cd t1S, and fellt his Son to be tIle propitiation for 
" our fillS ;" an(l in tl1e farne cllapter, verfe 19, " \\"e 
" love llim becallfe he firfi IO\7e(1 us. " I t is natural to ex
pe.l:, tllat' tIlofe \\1}10 are ill nlifer}f ilioul(l in11)lore tIle at: 
fiflallce of tllofe ",110 are able to relie\Te them, or tllat tl1o{e 
\vho lla\"e heell ill tIle offence fllOll1cl Ilumble tllemfel\Tes 
before tll0fe \vho 11a\'e it in their l)o\\'er to punifll, or t(> 
forgive them. But it was quite otherwife here. Ffhe love 
ofChrifi difcovercd itfelf, \vhen ,\re \\:Tere in open ret)~lliotl 
againfl him; or in the words of the apofUe Paul, Rom. 
v. 10- "vVhile \\Te \vere el1emies \\re were reconciled to 
" Goel by tIle (leath of his SOIl." 

rl""his affords us at once an illuftratioll of tIle IO\1e of 
Cllrifi, all(l a movillg piCture of our O\Vll (lel)lorable al1l1 

gllilty fiate. rrhere is fomethil1g infinitely nlore 110ble 
and generous in exten(ling tnercy to the Inifcrable, \\yitll
out \vaiting for their reqllefl i thall ,,?hell it is llar(lly IJr(). 
cured, or as it were extorttd, by importunity and lolicita
tiOll. An(l does it not prefent us with a rnelaIlctloly 
l)rofpeCl: of our natural {late; that \\'e are 110t only ·unwor
thy to receive, but unwilling to afk for mercy? I defire, 
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my bretllren, t:.a.! you may not confider this as only re. 
lating to mankind in generai, and the voluntary purpote 
of grace alld Inercy fron} abo"'e in their fa\'or, but as \vhat 
makes a part of the e~perience of e"~ry particular con. 
vert. As the ofter of mercy is Dlade to him frt-ely, fo he 
" .. ill and Inufi be f~nfit)le 110\V cold and tJilt11atlkful are. 
ceptiv1\ he hath often given to the propofal. He win be 
fcnfihle what f(;fiftance he hath often made to the ddign of 
the golpel; what exceptiJq he hath taken at the tc::rms of 
it; and with how much difficulty he was at laft induced 
to comply with it. I Oim perfuaded there ar~ few circum. 
ihnces in the love of Chrifi that are more affeaing to a 
believer, th~n to remember his own obHinacy, when a 
finner, and his backwardnefs to accept of the invit~ti()r,~ of 
the Saviour. After he hath refied his hope on the d; v lhe 

luercy, after he hath been made willing in a dtJ.y of divine 
power, alld hath obtained fome cotnfortaille evidence of 
the divine favor, how does he tremble at the thoughts of his 
former refinance! how does he wonder at the patience of 
God, and adore that viaorious love, which fiormed his 
heart, as well as paid the price of his redemption! 

\Ve find this particularly the cafe with thofe who ha. 
ving been for a 1e:afon remarkably profligate, are faved as 
brands fi'om the burning. They cannot he1p recolleCt. 
ing their former condit jon, their profane madnefs; and 
wondering, with a mixture of gratitude and tear, that 
tIle\' \vere not cut off in tlleir wickednefs, antI nlatle mo
naments of divine vengeance. Fat" from ddiring a fhare 
in the love of Chrifl, they were perhaps doing their utmoft 
in contempt of his name, and in oppofition to his intereft. 
Yet, Rom. x. 20, "was he found of them that fought him 
" I10t, and Ina(le manifefi to tilenl that afi{ct1. not after 
U him:" they were powerfully though fweetly confirain
ell to return to God through him. 

4. The love of Chrifi is a distinguishing love, which 
Inufi: neceffarily and gr~atly enhance the ,obligation of 
thole who are the objeas of it. When one pedon is paff. 
ed by, and al10ther is cl10fen, eitller to \)e delivered from 
impending danger, or to be made partaker of extraordina. 
ry bleffings, the lors or fuffering of the one, feems to fet 
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elf the fupe,"ior bappinefs of, or the favor beHo\\'cd upon 
the other. 1'0 apply this to the fubjecl ",t! are now upon, 
there is a double dinin8ion pointed out in fcripture; one 
of our nature, in Oppofilion to the fallen ant!t:ls; and the 
other, of partie ular perfons, as the vcfiels of 111ercy .. 
" (1.) 1'here is an evident ditlinCtion bet\veen our na
ture and that of the fallen an~els: Heb. ii. 16. "For ve
h ray he took not on him the nature of angels; he took 
"on him the feed of Abrahaln.:) 2. I1et. ii. 4. U God 
u {pared not the angels that finned, but caft them down to 
" hell, and deliveretl them into chains of darknefs, to be 
,~ referved unto judgment." I am fen[ble, that upon this 
fubjeEt we may be fometimes in dang'!r of fpeaking \\~ith 
impropriety, efpecia1Jy if \ve pretend to aflign the rea
fons of God's procedure, any further than he hath been 
pleafed himfelf explicitly to reveal them. There can be 
no doubt that the Lord of aU, God infinitely "tife, had the 
beft reafons for his conduCt, the moft noble and excellent 
purpofes in view in every thing that he ordained; but 
they are not difcovered to us, and perhaps they are above 
our comprehenfion. The fingle point we are called to 
attend to, is the ditlinCl:ion, infinitely gracious, which is 
made in our favor. A Saviour is provided for us, a mercy 
infinite in itfelf, and the Inore highly to be prized, that 
(J ude, verfe 6) the angels, our fello\v -creatures, " ,vho 
C/o kept not their firll efiate, but left their own habitation, 
\\ he hath referved in everlafting chains under darkllefs, 
" unto the judglnent of the great day_" If \ve fhould at
tempt a cOlnparifon bet\veen ourfelves and there fpirits of 
higher order, we could find no ground of preference in our 
own favor; perhaps we fhould find many things that 
might feem to operate a contrary way; but it is [afefi, in 
humility and gratitude to fay \\'ith the Pfalmift, Prat. cxv. 
3, " Our God is in the heavens, he hath done whatfocver 
" he pleafed." 

(2.) But this is not all; there is alfo a diftinClion of 
particular perfons as the veffels of mercy. Since I am in
troducing this fubjecl:, to prevent miftakes, I muft obferve, 
that every {inner of the race of Adam who (hall perifh 
eternally, iliall alfo perifb moil juftly; his blood 1h11l lie 
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at his own door, and he {halJ be found guilty of rejeCting 
the couI1fel of God againft himfelf. At the JanIe time, all 
\vho are effeflually brought to the favin.g kno\v ledge of 
God through Chrift, fltaU be obliged to confefs, that they 
were brought in by almighty power, or, in the language 
ofth~ Holy Ghoft, I Pet. i. 2. that they are " eJeltaccor. 
U ding to the foreknowledge of God the lather, through 
" ta..Ylaification of the Spirit unto obedience, and fprink
" ling of the blood of Jefus Chrift.') 

On this, ~, 011 the fonner branch of this head, it may be 
obrerv~ that Wt" mult not p.-efume to penetrate into the 
unfearchable depth of the divine counfeJ~; but at the fame 
time it muft be renlembered, that we are not pernlitted, 
and cannot pretell<l, to find Ule reafons of preference ill 
ourfelves; for no fleib Inay glory in his prefence. God 
in many paffages afferts his own fovettignty and pema 
liberty in the cliflribution of his grace: Rom. ix. 15, 16. 
" For he faith to 1\·loft~ 1 \\'1]1 have Inercy on whom I 
" will have mercy, and I will have com paffion on whonl I 
" will have compaffion. So then it is not of him that 
" willetb, nor of him that ruolle!h, bllt !)j" C.,oo that flle\V

" eth mercy." Al1d again, in the 18th \terre, " There
" fore hath he mercy on whom he u'ill have merc}F, arid 
" whom he will he hardeneth." Nothing can be harder, 
indeed, than for the proud and carnal Olin,} to 00\\" before 
the fovereigJlty of God; yet nQlhing is Dlore evident, thatl 
that the denination of the veifels of mercy doth not proceed 
upontheordinary grounds ofhumaneftim3tion~ Nay, there 
feems to be an exprefs defigll to Rain the pride of all hu. 
lnan glory: I Cor. i. :l6, 2.']. "For you fee your calling 
" brethren, how that not nlany \\-ife Inell after the flefh, 
" not many mighty, not many noble are called. But (,.od 
" hath chofen the foolifll things of the \\!or)(l, to confound 
" the wife; and God hath. chuien the weak things of the 
" world, to confound the things which are mighty." Ex~ 
perience daily ilJufirates this; for while l\1e fee !ome 
brought to an entire fubmiffion to the gofpel, and an nbe. 
dumt conformity to the will of God, we fee many of equal, 
or of greater rank., of equai or of greater ability and en
dowments of mind, and favored with equal or fuperior ad. 
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""ntagcs and opportunities of inRrutlion, wht) yet con
tinue to belr the marks of reprobation. 'I"he fume mercies 
dilpole one to thankfulnefs, ar.d infpire another with pride. 
The Jdll)e trials \\'ill fof!en Olle Ilcart, alld harden another. 
AU this our Re,,!eemer makes the fubjeCl: of a folemn 
thmkfgiving to God. Luke x. 21. "In that hour Jefus 
'~rejoiced in fpirit, and raid, I thank thee, 0 Father~ INrd 
" of hea ,-en and earth, that thou haft hid thefe things from 
" the wif~ and prudent, alacl haft revealed them un{c babes: 
" even 10, Father, f'Or fo it fcemed good in thy fight,,~ 'Vbo 
thlt believes,: in this affembly, ,,-ill prefume to take the 
I.:afl part of the honor of it to himfelf, or will refufe to 
adore the c1iflinguifhing love of God? And how ~ften mull 
thofe who bare the melfage of peace be obliged to feek the 
c:lufe of an unfuccefsful gofpel in the cGunfels of the l\Ioft 
IIigh? 2 Cor. iv .. 3. "But if our gofpel be hid, it is hid 
" to tlleOl that are loft; in whom the god of this \vor)<1 
,t. hath blinded the minds of tlleDl which believe not, lell 
" tbe light of the gl:>rious gpfpcl of Chrift, who is the inl· 
" age of God, fhould fhine unto tbem." 

s. The love of Chrift was an ~xpmsji:~ love. So great 
a deliverance ,vould have called for the' moft hunlble and 
thankful ackno\vledgment, though it had been as D1Uch 

'Without pric~ to the Saviour as to tbe finner. But oil ! 
:n}~ brethren, )lO\V far was it otller\\piie! and \\-hat fhall 
we think or fay of the love of Chrift, \\-hen we confider 
how filleil it coft him to procure fal\-ation for us! when 
we conli,)er the depth of hi~ hunliJiation, the variety, the 
continuance, and the greatnefs of his fufferings ! You can
not but be fenfible how frequent mention is made of this 
ill fcripture, or ratller IIOW feldom it is omitted \vhen the 
love of CllriJi is illtroduced at all. It is the circumfiance 
particularly pointed at in the text, Ullto .bim that /O'Otd us, 
and #l.Vashed us from our sillS in his own blood. The 
faille thillg al1llears from tile ou'ler (loxologies, or aC\s of 
worfhip to the Saviour, whicll are cOlltained in tllis book, 
as Rev. v. 9. " And they la.ng a new fong, faying, Thou 
,\ art \vorthy to take the book, and to opell the fcals there
" of; for thou "~raft fiain, atld haft redeemed \IS to Gocl 
" by thy blood," It app~ars alfo, ti'om the frequent Olen· 



Tl:t Ll1Ct ~ Christ 

tion of the cr(\fs of Chrift, on which his fufferings \~-ere 
completed. Nay, of fo much moment '~'3S this, that it 
feems to have made the fum of the (:ofpd .. :ls preached 
by the apofiIes; I Cor. ii. ". ,. Far I {! .. t~rlJlit)e(l 110t to 
&& kncH any thing anlong you, f.'lve Jefus Chrifr, and him 
" crucified." 

-rile lufferins=s of Chrift, then.. ought to be e"-er prefcnt 
to the mind of the beli~\·er. The neceffity and impel'. 
tanCf: of tll!S is plain tronl both the fea)s of the co,"el1311t 

of grace. The "tate1- in ~ptiJln reprefents tIle b!ood of 
Chrifl; and we are told, Rom. ,oj. 3. lC Know ye r.ot, 
4.~ tha.t fo many cf us as wc;re h:1pt!Z~tl into Jefus Chrin, 
&& were baptized into hi~ death." 1'he inftitlltion of t)~c 
Lord"s fupper alfo had the rememhrance of Chrif)'s fut: 
ferin~s, as its direa and ilJlnlediate illiention; I Cor. xi. 
~4, 25, 26. c~ And \'t"hen he had given tllanks, he brake 
" it, anti raid, Take, eat; this is n1y lxAiJ·" ,,·hich is bro
" ken hlr }~ou: this do in remenlllrance of {fle. ,After the 
U fame manner alfo he took the cup, when he had nipped, 
&C fa).ing~ This cup is the ne\v teftament in In}- blood : 
" this (10 ye, as oft as ye drink it, in rem~mbr:lllCe of me .. 
" For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup. 
&& ye do fhew the Lord'~ death till he come.l) Remember .. 
then, Chriftittns, hOlY he left the throne of his g)ol)~, and 
took upon him the form or a ferv'lnt. Rtll1ember him 
defpifetl and rejeaed of men, a nlan of for ... o\\:s, and a~
qllainted with grief. His life, indeed) was one continued 
1celle of forro\v t from the cradle to the gra\ge ... 

I hope the particulars of his fuflerin~s are nnt firangers 
to your meditati!lns: may the Lord enahle you to con- . 
template them with faith and love. Remember his agony 
in the garden, ,,,lIen he fufferc(l fronl his Father's hand: 
.'or " it pleafed the Lord to bruife him, and to put him to 
" grief:)) Think, 0 Cilrifiian, ,,'hat it \'-as to redeenl a 
IoU world, when you hear him faying, as in John xii. 27. 
" No,\, is my fOll1 trollbled; and "'Ilat filall 1 fa}"? Fa .. 
~c ther, fave nle from this hour; bllt fo:- this CallIe tanle 
,. I Ullto this hour." Remeo1ber him fei~ed by the treacll
ery of one of his o\vn (lifciples; accufed and arraigne<l as 
,. f~IOn; dragged to the tribt,;Qal of;m unrighteous judge i 
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clothed \\'ith a purple robe, and cro\,9ne(1 \\~ith thorns in 
derifion of his kingly office; feverely fcourgf:d; blind· 
folUtei. buffeted, and fpit upon; and the whole, mdeed, fo 
condu8:ed h}· the righteolls pernliflloll an() unfeen direc. 
tion of (ii'line Pro\-idence, tllat 11ar(II)' an}· exprefiioll, ei .. 
tIler of cruelty or contlJnlel)', \vas onlitted. Ceafe to ,\'on
c!er, Iny clear frieilcls, tllat rrofane \\-retches (lerilie tile 
Jigns of his fuffering$, when you remember that tbe blind. 
e(1 rabble attenlling the il11porlallt tri~l \\:cre pernlitted to 
infnlt him, faying, U Prophefy unto us, thou Chrift, who 
•• is he that fmote thee .. " 

Remember him going forth without the camp. bearin~ 
Ilis reproac)l. Remember that fI)()tl~fs viEl:iln, tIle L-allll) 
of God, firetched upon a crofs, and nailed to the accurfeu 
tree, \vl1ile he f"lffered all tIlat tIle e:{tremit}, of bo(llly pain, 
and the moll unutterable anguifh of fpirit, could poffibly 
inflict upon an innocent creature. No \vonder that the 
earth did filake, that the rocks \\~ere rent, and tIle natural 
fun refufed (0 give his light, when the Sun of Righteouf
nels was under fo great an eclipfe. Did the Saviour then 
\viJlingly fubmit to all this paill and ign·)miny for Ollf 

fakes? 'Vas not !llis the moil expellfive '~ove; and call 
\ve refufe to fay \vith tIle multitude of the hea,~enJy hoft, 
Rev. \'. ll. "\Vorthy is the Lamb that was {lain, to re
" ceive po\\'er, and riches, and wifcloln, anci firength, and 
" honor, and glory, and bleffing ?" 

6. The love of Chrifi: was the man genet(;11S and disil1-
ter~sl~d love.. The fup~fitiol\ or fufpicion of any inter
f:fted views in \vhat one perfon does for anotller, na)~, e\PCtl 

tIle poffibility of his ferving an}' purpofe of his o\vn at the 
tame time, greatly abates the value of any fa\'or, and lef: 
tens the renre of obligatioll. But nothing of this kil1(1 carl 
be 10 much as imagined here. It was givin~~ to thofe from 
\\-holn he cO!.lld receive nothing, anlt empt.}-ing himleJf of 
t.l}at glory to \vhich the whole creation could not make any 
addition. The trut)1 is, \\'e ought to conficler in tIle fanle 
light every other mercy of God, as well C.s the love of 
Chrift his Son, which was the fouree of 6enl all; Joh 
xxii. ~, 3, 4- "Can a man be profitable unto God, as he 
u that is wife may be profitable unto himfelf? Is it any 
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" pleafure to the Almighty, that thou art ritihteous? or j.; 
" it gaiu to him, that thou rnakf'ft thy ways perfeCt? 
" \Vill he rel)ro\-e thee for fear of tllee? \vi)1 he ellter \vith 
" thee into judgment ?', And to the fame purpofe, Job 
xxxv. S,6, 7, 8. U Look unto the heavens, and fee, and 
" beholcl tile clout]:;, \\fllich are lligher than tllou. If tllOl\ 

" finnell, \\~hat dl.(l thou agaillil him? or if thy tranfgret:. 
" fions be Dlultiplie(l, \\,hat lloll thou unto hinl? If thou 
" be righteolls, \vhat givefl thOtl hiln? or \\,hat receiveth 
" he of thine han(l? rrh}9 wicket-Inefs Inay hurt a Inan as 
" tJl0U art, alld thy rigl1teoufnefs may profit the fon of 
"man." The elfential glory ant! happinefs of the Deity, 
and confequently of the Eternal JI"Ord, can receive no 
atldition, nor fuffer tlJe fnlalleft diminution, fronl tIle nate 
of any, or of all his creatures. He ,\ras infillite1}' Ilapp}7 ill 
hill1felf from all eternity .. llefore there was mall or atlgel .. • '4' 

to feTve llinl: and \vou)(llla\1e continued fo tJlough they l~all 
never beell. Ho\v infillitely then are \ve indebted to this 
generous Saviour! with what gratitu(]e OUgllt \ve to cele
brate his pure and difinterefied love, who gracioufiy inter. 
pore(l in our bellalf, and (lelivered us frem L~e \\:rath of 
God, by bearil1g it in our room! 

i. In the lafi place, the love of Chrin was a mon Jntit-
ful, acti'Cc, and beneficent love. The effeCts of it are un· 
fpeakably great; the bleffings which we reap from it are 
llot on1}' infinite in number, but ineftimable ill value. 
1'hey are indeed al moft as valuable as their price was 
coftI}T. It \\F3S not to be fllppoied tllat fo great a perf OIl 

\\FOllld be elnployed llpon a trivial \vork, or an infinite 
price paid for an inconfiderahle purchafe. But how, my 
brethren, filal} \ve form any adequate conception of the 
benefits that ·flo\v from our Redeemer's deatll? All that is 
neCeff'lT}Y for tlS, all that is defirable to us, ali that is tru
ly prt!cious in itfelf, is effeCtuaily made OllTS: Ro~. "\9iii. 
31. " lIe that fpared 110t his o\\'n Son, but c)elivere(l him 
" up for us all, how {hall he not with him alfo freely give 
" us all things?" I Cor. i. 30. "But of him are ye in 
" Chrifi Jelus, who of God is made unto us wiidom, and 
" righteollfnefs, alld fallCtification, al1d rede~ptioll." 



(I.) \,re are tJlro,)gh Chrifl c]eli\·ere,l from con~lenllla. 
lion: ROln. ,~iii. 1. "1'I.ere i5 tJlereiore 110\\- no COI1-
" demnatioll to them \v!lich art: in CJlrill Jeflls, \VllO \\-aJk 
" not after the flefh. but after the Spirit." 1)0 you klH)w 
aoy thing of a J~nJe of guilt? Does your Creator's power 
aocl greatllefs e\yer Inake }'CU afraid? IIave }'OU trt:lllblecJ 
at the apI)roach of the king of terrors? Or of ,hat (Jay of 
righteous jll(J~I)lent, \vhen GOI},fha11 render to c\ger)· mall 
according to his ,,"orks? Chrift our Sa,- icur hath deli\-ered 
us " from the wrath to come." ~rhis is the firft ground 
of the apoaJe"s ai~ription in the text: D:'uiJ him th.ll 
IOtlfd us., alld ~t • .'asht:d us fi om our ~';IlS ;11 his o\VII blaoti. 
Hear aUo the apofile's triumphant affurance, Rom. \'iii. 
33, 34· " Who fhalllay any thing to the charge of Goll's 
" elt:Ct ? It is God that juftifieth: who is he that con· 
" deloneth? It is Chrifl that died, yea radler, that is rilet} 
U again, who is even at the light haud of God, who alfo 
" maketh illterceffioll for us." 

(2.) Through Chrin the believer is atTured, that he 
fhall receive every thing that is necetTary for hiln in b:s 
paffage through the world. The Spirit is purchafed and 
befto\,~ed to lead him into all truth, and to fanctify Ilim 

• 
wholl}Y. Chrifi: did not fatisty himfelf with cancelling our 
guilt, but lllade efFeCl:ual provifi!>n for the reno\-ation of 
Ollr natllre. Tile Spirit is alfo given as a Ij>irit of (.onlO
]atioll. He is fiyled the Comfol'/~rJ \vho filall (lbiJ~ 'It'ill, 
liS Jore1Jer. Without enlarging at this time on the COln
forts of the gofpeI, they are fufficiently commended in the 
follo\ving worlls of tIle apofile, Phil. iv. 7. "And tIle 
" peace of God which paffeth aU underfiancling, fhalll:eep 
" your hearts and minds through Chrifr Jdus. I, 'r 0 thete 
add a fanaified providence. As many as are reconcilt'd 
to God through Chrift, may refl fatisfied that aU things 
Ihall work together for their good. 1'he moll oppofite 
events, profperity and adverfity, health and !icknefs, ho
nor and reproach, nay, every tIling withollt exception, 
fhall be fubfervicnt to their interell: I Cor. iii. 21, 21, 23. 

" For all things are yours; whether Paul or ApoIIos, or 
U Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things pre. 
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u rent, or things to come, all are yours; and ye arc 
" Chrifi's; all(} Chrifl is God's." 

(3-) 'rhrough Chrifi tht: believer is ent:t1~d to everJafl
ing glory and happinefs, in the enjoyment of God to ;\11 
eterllity. Tllis was alT)Ong tIle lall tJlings he told llis (lif
ciples before he left the world: John xiv. 2, 3- "In my 
., Father's houfe are 111an)' Dlanfions; if it were not [0, I 
" would have told you: "go to prepare a place for you. 
" And if I go and I)rel)are a place for you, I ,vi)) COttle 

"again, an,-l recei\/e }'0U unto m}'J~lt: that wl1ere I a1n, 

" there ye may be alfo. " You are this day to comme-
1110rate }lPOllf Redeenler, \\~110 died once llpon a crols) but 
\yho has no\v been nlany ages UpOll a tllrone: Re\1. i. 18. 
, .. I an} he th~t liveth, ancl was (lead; antI bell01(1, I am 
" alive for e\'er more, l\men; atld ha\le the keys of hell 
" and death." He is able to make his faithful difciples 
nlore tllan conquerors over all their fpiritual enenlies; or, 
as it is expre[t:{l ill the paffagc \\!here the te}:t lies, he will 
fllake them kilzgS and priests 10 God alld bis Father. In 
the paffage irnou:diately preceding the text, he is called 
tlie 6rfl begottell froln the (lead; anti elfe\vhere \\1e are 
toltI, that the or(ler of tIle refllrre8.ion is, "Chrifi tIle firJl 
" frllits, antI after\vartls tIle)? tIIJ.t :ire Chrift's at his CUe 

'l ming." It fhall botll fillifll an(1 illlifirate his Io\re \\?hell 

he fh:lll raife them that fleep in the dull; when he " {han 
d change their vile bodies, that they may be fafhioned like 
'" unto his own glorious body, according to the working 
" whereby he is able to fubdue all things unto himfel[" 
At pretent, how im perfea are our difcoveries? how weak 
and teeble Ollr conceptions? how cold and languid our 
a[e8:ions ! Now we U fee through a glafs darkly, but 
" then face to face." 0 how joyful to every believer the 
llcli'lerance from :l nate of fuffering, temptation and fin, 
and the poffeffion of perfeCt bolinefs and unchangeable 
happinris! And 0 ho\\' great the oppofition of the future 
to the pref(:nt nate! No more firuggling with the evils 
of life: No more perplexity or an.xious care for food and 
raim::nt; no more diflrefs from ficknefs Qr pain; no pri-
10ns nor oppre[ors there; no liars nor flanderers there i 
no c(,mplaints of an evil healt there, but the Inofi perfect 
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{~curity of nate, and moll unremitted vigor of affellion. 
How ihall the ranfomtd of the Lord then fing their Re. 
deemer·s praife! Rev. i. 5, 6. "Unto him that loved us, 
" and lvafhed us fron} our fins ill his o\\'n bJood, and hath 
" made us kings and priefis unto God and his father; 
"to him be glOiY and dominion for ever and e,oer. 
" Alnen.,t 

II. , proceed now to make fome pra8ical improve .. 
ment of \,,11at Ilath been faid. And, 

1-- Let Ine intreat :!\'ery perron in this Iloufe to make 
the following obvious refleCtion: If fo great are the obli. 
gations of believers to the Jove of Chrift, how dreadful 
mutl be the condition of tllofe who die in their fins! The 
one of thefe explains and illufirates the other. The be
liever can owe but little, if the deliverance is not great. 
I have been lately fpe"king of the happinefs of the eleB: of 
God, in being freed from the miferies of the prefent Rate; 
but, ob! unhappy they who fhall depart from this life 
unreconciled to God: "He that believeth on the Son Ilath 
" everJafiing life; but he that believeth riot the Son, fhall 
" not fee life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. )S~ 
"Then tlle heirs of glory" fit down with Abraham, Ifaar, 
" and Jacoh, in the kingdom of their Father," the unbe. 
Heving and impenitent lhall be call into the lake of fire, 
" where the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up for e\:er 
., amI ever." I defire to pllt }'OU in mind of this, under 
the impreffion of this important truth, That nothing but 
the fovereign grace of God call make the \Varnillg effec. 
tual; and therefore befeeching him to accompanJ' it \\"lth 
the po\\rerful operation of his Iioly Spirit. At the fame 
time, I affure you, that if you reject the connfel of God 
againft yourfelves~ you, blood 1hall be upon your own 
heads. Do not pretend to fay, "If it depends upon elec. 
(~ tion. and almighty graee is nccefary, all our endeavors 
U wi!! be vain." Secret things belong only to God. His 
purpofe is not more unchangeable than his promife is 
faithful. Nay, though you may not be able to fee it, nor 
I to explain it, they are perfeCtly coo,fifient the one with 
the other. He will be .iust whe71 be .~peak-(tb, ~"J ,J'6Jf 

\r OLe I. Z z 
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""Jhen he judgeth; and therefore give heed to the exhorta. 
tion, not in my words, but in the words of the Holy 
Ghofl, Phil. ii. 12, 13. h Work out your own 1alvatiol1 
" witll fear an(i trenli)ling. For it is Goel wl1ich worketh 
" in you, both to will and to do of his goou pleafure." 

Know, I befeech you, your own mercy. The neceffi. 
ty is urgent, and the time is uncertain. 'Vith what pro. 
priety may the words of the apofile be addreffed to every 
perfon in every fituation, and in every age! 2 Cor. vi. 
I, 2. " We then as workers together with him, befeech 
" you alto, that ye receive not the grace of God in vain: 
" for he f~ith, I ha\'e heard tllee in a tinle accepted, and 
" ill the day of falvation have I fuccoured thee: behol(}, 
" no~' is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of 
"falvation." Happy they who {lill hear the joyful found! -
Happy the finner who is not yet gone to his own place! 
}-'lee, fiee to your firong hold, ye prifoners of hope.
Confider the aggravated guilt and feven.fold condemnati
on of the defpifers of the gofpel. A~l that you have heard 
of the love of Chrift ferves to fhew the danger of his ene
m.ies. Read the words immediately following the afcrip
tion of which the text is a part, (vel'. 7.) "Behold, he 
" cometh with clouds; and every eye fuall fee him, and 
" they alfo which pierced him; and all kindreds of the 
" earth ilialI ,vail becaufe of him." Read alfo this awflll 
defcription, Rev. vi. 14, 15, 16, 17. "And the heavens 
" departed as a rcroll when it is rolled together; and eve .. 
" ry mountain and ifland were moved out of their places; 
" and the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the 
,~ rich men, an(l the chief Cal)tains, alld the migllty nletl, 

" and every bon(l.man, and every free-mao, hid them-
" felves in the dens, and in the rocks of the mountains; 
" and [aid to the nlountains ancl rocks~ Fallon l1S, all(l 

c· hide us from the face of him that fitteth on the throne, 
" and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of 
" his wrath is come; and who fhall be able to fiand ?', 
Mark this extraordinary expreffion, the wrath of the 
Lamb, that meekelt and gentlefl of all creatures; teach. 
ing us, that his former meeknefs, and patience, and fuf. 
fering, fhall inflaute and exafperate his future vengeance. 
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Could I conduCl: you to the gates oft] e infernal p'iron, 1 
am pt:rfuaded you would hear Judas • cariot, and all other 
treacherous (lijciples, crying out, '0 that Chrift ha<l rle\·er 
, corl1e ill tIle Befh! The tllUn()ers of Sinai \vouJd have 
• been lefs terrible. rrhe frowns of Jt:fus of Nazareth are 
'infupportable. 0 the dreadful, painful, and uncoOl· 
~ mon wrath of a Saviour on the judgment-feat !,_rrhe 
Lord fpeak confolation to his own peop:,::, and pierce the 

,11tarts of llis enemies, that they nlay be brollgllt to repell. 
ti\oce. 

2. y'" Otl Ina}· learn from \vJlat has beell fai(l, that tIle 
great and leading lnotive to obedience tln(Jer tile gofpel, is 
a decI) and grateful fellfe of reLleenlitlg lo\ye. rfhis runs 
through the whole writings of the New Tefiament. It 
binds the believer to his duty; it animates him to dili. 
gence; it fills him with comfort: 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. "For 
" the love ofChrifi conflraineth us, becaufe we thus judge; 
" tllat if Olle died for all, tlJen \\'ere all deacl: and that he 
" (liee} for all, that they \veich li\7e, ihOllld not henc"eforth
" live unto tnelllfeives, but unto llitll \v:lich (lied for them, 
,~ and rore again." Gal. ii. 19, 20. "For I through the 
" law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I 
" am crucifiecl \vith Chrifi j ne\?ertllelefs I live; yet not 
" I, llUt (~llrifi liveth ill me; antI the life which I now 
" live in the fiefh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
" who loved me, and gave himfelf for me." That this 
motive will have tile motl: po\verful illfluetlce on the be
liever's conclua, is evident both from reaton and experi. 
ence. No principle takes a failer hold of the hUlllan heart 
than gratitude for favors received. If the mercies be cor
dially accepted, and highly efieemed, which is certainly 
the cafe here, nothing can \vitl1fland its il1fJuence. It 
recoIlciles the h(;~art to the moll clifficult d:.1(ies; nay, it. 
even difpofes the believer to court the opportunity of ma
king fome fignal facrifice, in tefiimony of his attachment. 
Love fincere ariel fervent overcomes all difficulties; or 
rather, in(leed, it changes tlleir natllre, allcl nlakes labor 
and fuffering a fource of delight ancl fatisfaCtion. Let but 
the Saviour's inte-reft or hOllor feem to l'le corlcerneu, anti 
t11e belie\'er, \vhc) feels 110·wV' niuch he i3 in(lebtcd tv him, 
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will cheerfully embrace the can, and ret no bounds to his 
compliance. 1'his f)lOWS how lnuch beauty and force 
there is in our Lord's Inatlner of recomnlelldiilg lo\"e and 
compaftion to our fellow-creatures, ~falthe\V' xxv. 40. 
" And the king fhall anfwer and fay llnto them, \' erily I 
u fay unto you, In as much as ye have done it Ullto one 
" of the lean of there my brethren, ye have done it unto 
"me .. " But to what purpofe do I dwell upon this fub-' 
jea? for a fenre of redeeming love is not only the moft 
powerful motive to e\'ery other duty, but is itfe!f the pof
{dtion and exercife of the firH duty of the moral la W, as 
well as the fUIll an(1 fubflance of evangelical holillefs, viz. 
the love of God. The firll fin, by \\"hich our nature fell, 
\nS a diftruft of, and departure from God; and the ma
lignity of every fin we continue to commit, confifts in 
giving that room in the heart to fomething eIre, which is 
due only to God. A {enfe of redeeming love, therefore, 
expels the enemy, and makes up the breach, as thereby 
the IUDe of God ;s shed abroad in our hearts. 

3. You may fee, from what has been faid, the necemty 
of a particular application of the truths of the gofpel to 
ourfe]ves, and the reliance of every believer upon them 
as tIle foundation of his o\vn hope. I hav= fOlnetimes ha(i 
occafion to obler\7e to you, that it is ver}' doubtful, whe. 
ther any perion can fo much as approve in I~is judgment 
the truths of the gorpe), till he perceive his own intereft 
in them, and their necdlity to his peace. Certain it is, 
the world that lieth in wickednefs generally defpifes thean. 
However, I fhall admit as a thing pofiible, that a bad man 
may, either by imitatioll l or the pO~ler of out\\!ard evi
dence, embrace the gofpel as a IyUem of truth. But fure
]y tl1e love of Chrifi can neitller be a fOllree of comfort, 
nor a principle of obedience, unlefs he confider it as ter· 
111inating upon hilnfelt: \Vithout this, the whole is gene. 
ral, cole\, and utlintel'elling. But whell he confiders, not 
Oilly the ctltainty of tIle truth, but the extellt of tile invi
tation, and can fay, with rfhomas, };fy Lord, Qlul my 
God, then il1dee(1 the ties are Jaid \1 poll lliln; then illdeerl 
be begins to fed their confiraining power; then he not 
only contemplates the glory of God in the grace of re~ 



tlemptioo t hut cheerfully and linftignul1y confecrattS 
himielf to tIle fervice of his Redeemer. rillis Jea(!s Ole, 

if I the 
F'ollrth and IaR place, to irn-ite e\"ery finntr in this af. 

felTlbly to accept of Cllrifi as l1is Sa\!"iour, 311d to reJ~· llpon 
hiln as he is otiere<1 ill tJle gofpel. To the tecure ancl in. 
fellfill:e, I know it is ill vain to fpeak. But if JOt1 fee J'{\\lf 

o\vn dallger, ,,'hat {houle] hindtr }"Ollf bt:lief an(1 r~liance 
en the Saviour? If you eithtr need or defire deJi\"('ranc~, 
\vhat ,,·ith-llOlds your acceptatlCe of it, \,-hen it is nc)t nftJy 
freely offered to you, but eamefUy urged upon rou? C~n 
you doubt the tefiim~:-ay vf i/~}e Ar.un, the feitkl,,1 &.lul 
trlle W;t11CSS? rfhe blefiings of Ilis purchafe beloll~ not to 
one people or famil~., but to t:otry "Ll/ion l/nder bnrrfT1. 
The comoliHion of tllofe \\"ho bear his nleLfage is unlimit. 
ed: l\1"ark xvi. IS. "Go ye into all the \~or)d, an(1 preach 
" tIle gofpel to every creature." They are offeree). not 
oilly to the virtuous, the decent, and regular, but to (he 
thiif of finners: I Tim. i. IS- H This is a faithful faying~ 
" and' worthy of all acceptation, That Cbrift Jefus came 
" illto the \,·orld to fave linnets; of whom I am chief.'" 
,Vhoever heareth !.here glad tidings, he difhonoreth God, 
he pouretll contempt on his Saviour's love, and he "-lOng. 
eth his o\vn foul, if he does not receive confolation from 
them. Be not hindered by \vhat you fee in yourfelves, 
unlefs you are in love with fio, and afraid of being dh'or. 
ced from it. The gofpel is preached to finners. It dOts 
not expecl to find thenl, but it is intencled to lnake them 
holy. A deep and inward fenre of your own unwonhineis, 
t.nlefs it is preventecl by the c]ecei\'er, fhould only lnake 
}You more h.ighly efieell) the grace of the gofpel, and morc 
\\riI1ingly depenll on YOllf Rttlee!!ler'S lo~Ye. 

I conclude with the ilwitation which ht: himfdf gh-c:i to 
the weary fin11er, Matt. xi. J.8, 29, 30. "Come unto In~, 
" an ye that labor, and are heavy laden, and I will gi\'e 
" you rell. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of n.e ; 
" for I anl nleek and lo\vly in heart: and ye 1J1aJI filld 
" relt unto your fouls. For my yoke is eafy, and my 
" burclen is light. " 
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REnE~IP1'IO~ 1·1-1£ ~)t;BJECT or' ~\D:\IIR .. \ T10~ TO 

THE .:\SGELS. 

SERMON 7. 

~ ... 
I PETER i. 12. ian claufe. 

AC1'"IOX SERMON. 

M y brethren, A ferious and attentive mind, on pe
rufing the facred volume, can hardly help being 

often flruck both \vith the ientiments and language of the 
infpired writers on the fubjeCt of redemption. \Vith what 
a deep veneration of foul, with what warmth of affeCl:ion, 
with what tranfports of adoring thankfulnefs, do they fpeak 
of the plan laid by divine wifdom for the falvation of loft 
finners, by the crofs of Chrifi! A perron poffdfed only of 
underftanding and tane, may admire there fallies of holy 
fervor, fOl" the elevation of thought and boldnefs of expref
fion, which a man's being in good eanlefi: on an interefiing 
fubjea dOlh naturally infpire. But happy, happy, and 
only happy, that foul who, from an inward approbation, 
can receive, relifh, and apply thofe glorious things that are 
fpoken of the name, cllaraC\:cr, and und:rtaking of the Sa
viour 1)f fillners. 

You may obferve, that there are two different (ubjects, 
in general, on which the writers of the New Tefiament 
are apt to break out, and enlarge, when they are confi. 
dering or conlmending the Dlyflery of redemption. One 
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is, the glory of Gexl, as it appears in it; the luRre or di ... 
,·inc power, wiftlom, and grace, which reigns through the 
\\'hoie. The fecond is, the unfpclkahle interefl ,,-hie!! 
lve ha\re in it, from the danger c:fcaped on the one hand, 
and the exalted hopes to which we ~"'p. raifed by it, on the 
other. I cannot h~)p putting >-0, in olind, that there 
two things are fo inf~parably joined, that none can forget 
or be infenfible of either of them, \\ ithout in reality defpi
flng both. And as a vie\v of ttle diville g)0l)' feems moil 
immetliate!y calculated to afJift and continue a proper 
warfhipping fram~, I intend, that this iha1l1ead tlle way 
in our Ineditations on this occafion. 1'be facram~nt of 
the Lord's fupper is caned the Eucharist, or 1acriJice 
of pr3.ife; and therefore very fit for adoring contem:>la
tion. 

'fhe \\:-ords which I ba\?e read are tIle conclufion of the 
apotllc Peter's account of the gradual unfolding of this 
great defign of f"rovidellce i and the}F contain a ftriking 
and extraordinary fentiment, That the angels themfel,'es 
ar~ filled with a hely curi(\fity to fearch into the myfterr 
of redemption. Few commentators ha,-e failed to obfenre., 
that the worli here tranflated to loo,~ into, properly figni6es, 
to stoop or bend tio-wn, and examin~ 'luith the ~tTi'test 01-

tetltiol'. This, D1Y brethren, gives us a \·ery exalted view 
of tlle [cherne \)f redemption, as a leading defign in the 
government of God, that there pure and exalted fpirits, 
not only adore it as ,\ part of their Creator's will, but that 
they arc loft ancl [\,,-ailo\ved up ill ~'te contenlplation of it~ 
alld fee ruch a feries of \\·onders, as they are not able to 
comprehend. If this is fo~ let us no longer pofipone the: 
fallo\\'ing refleCtion: How milch more are ,,'e, the illter. 
efted pa.rties, called to adore and dwell on this myfiery 
of love, 011 ~vhic!l our falvation from dcferved wrath, and 
poffeffion of infinite felicity to all eternity ~ is fufpended ! 
1 canllot find a nlore proper fulljeCt for an introduction 
to tlle facrec.l and folenln fervice of this clay; and there
fore I beg YOllr attention, \\,bile I endeavor, in depen<lance 
on divine grace, to illufirate the affert;on in the text, h}· 
11lelltioning rome particulars in the n1vRel)' of redempti
on, which are probably the fubjed of adoring inquiry, and 
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ft=r:~'~i~:; Loi)" .fionifi.m;:at. to tllO!C: t·d<:P.i~ll ri'ir~ts. H.t. 
'" i!'~! t I'),J~ litis, J \\ iiI f'o~lclulJt: \~i!ll itt,lle i!)lrrt""'cm::n! 01' 
l;)~ ,lli)j..::d. f.>r affiliin,; you in your p .... .:lcut duty. 

I. }'.r:;, til\.'ll, "'~ lre to nlcIlti\l11 !11ofe cirrl.mfianr~s 
i.1 t!'t' Ila) :lcl)" (,I' r~,)ell~l)tioll \\"hieh arc prob:,l\Jy t~~e J:.ll
i:tl of ;!t!cri!,~ t'll\luir\-l or I~~filaps I)olv al!Ollifhlllt n(~ ,0 .. . .. . 
the .1ngds of Go...l. Tbt" :!.n~d$, tbuu;::h th~y are t'xaJted 
cr~;tcn."s ,\r~ )'ct I)l'li:.i~· of J~ll,ii~~1 Cd!13lit~-, ~rht"re are 
In,!I}\p tilil1'!S of \\'=~icil ':It .. ,- Arc: i~11()~llt: ~13tth .. x~i\·. ."41 .. \1' 

36• U. But o!' thlt d.::.y clUj bour knowt'!h I!O mao, no" uut 
" th~ a!}~~~Js of h~ .. ~t'c:.~ b~"t nl}· Fail.cr onl~: ... '" Alltt ~s 
their e:mpl(\ym~n: is ,(l be mdrt~n:~rs ami n.ini!lt'rs·~f God, 
,,-ith :~ille 'rlferior ~\~~11Cy ill tile cOllllu~l of Ilis pro\·j. 
dt:nce; f-> it is Ilot to l)~ cl~ubt~d til,!t nlltch of their Iltlo--plncfs confifis in the: contemplation oi the Il:itur.: and b!~ 
r~l 01' G\xJ, as tiiieo\tere,l ill 'Iis \vorks. 1~!te}· are repre
ie:nted in t:le h<h.,k of Joh as joyt'lll witneiic:s of the: CR~
tion and birth oj' this l\J~Yc:r \\-orJd: job xx~viii, 6, i. 
" \Vhereupon are the foundations thereof t:,!ien~d -: or 
Cl ~\P.ho laid the corller .. iione thereof? \\')lcn t~c mominrr-

" 

" !tars fttn~ lu;(;th::r, :ind all the ions of God fbo\ltetl lor 
U joy." 'fhe: !bte of the t:hurcb is alfo rep~rented as 
(lik-Overing to them the (ll,rine wii(tOlll: Eph. iii. 10. 
,~ ~l'o tIle illtellt that now lJllttl the pril:~ip~tlilit:s 3!ltl rlO'\~
" ers ill he,\\"t:lllj9 places ,nig!lt be knO\\·ll lly tile CllU~"ch 
,. tile nl~lni!ol(l \~i((loI11 of Gocl_" 

i~t lIS, th~r~fore, (:o~lfi(lrr \\·hat circlll11fiallces ill tl.e 
11l!'"licry of r~(le'"\l)tioll nlly llC tllppol~l to flrik! tilt:lll 

tllofl \Yit~l ailOlliih!llellt a!lJ \votl~l~r. Til:S \t .. ~ C~'lltlot lJO 

\viti)Ollt fill(lill~ otlr~el\·es ~reatl\~ illtert~{!~~l, and c:\llcd to 
( c'. 

the d~t'pdl h!lmility ~ and at the fiunc tim:! the hi~hefi ex-
ercifc of ~ratitll(le alltl )o\-e. J\.11d~ 

\. 

I. Tl1e fi rfi tliill~ I flia)l Illcntiol1 is tIle lilcarn3tiraJl ,,1' 
the Son of (;0,); t,JiC ll,"ion of the cli\-int! ~r~~i i'l:m~11 na· 
tlJre, l),~ lilt: 'V· or~l's ll!!!ng Ina{l~ ficn}. rrllis is ill, J~e{i t!~c 

~ ~ 

firft thing to he conli..lercd" hoth in onkr anJ in r:mk. 0 
\\"orltlerfti! llOioil illrlee(l! '\\-ell r.l!~}:t ~I:~ 31)ufilc f(\~· .. 1 
1~im. iii, I {j. " \\.!"it;lout COlltrO\'erf,9, ~rt;~t is tl.e mvfier\p 

~ .. ~ ~ 

" of ~lliIlerS: Gv\.l \~ .. ~,s lllanii'eft ii, t!&c: ~l\.:~l) luflific~i in . ~ 

VOl .• I. 1 ..!\ -
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" th~ Spirit, ft.'ell of an~e1s, pn;\chcl.l unto the Gt:lllllt"s, 
" belic\-e() 011 ill tIle \,"orl,I, rcccireclllr illto ~Iflr}". " I~llr 
""hat ,-ie\,'" mllfl the an~ris hp-,~c of t~lis c,-ent? thore ~)o
rious alld a8i,-e beings, \\-ho are thliS tl~Jcribe(l, PJal. civ. 
4- ~t "~ho maketil I)is 311ge)S fllirits, Jlis nlilliflers a {la. 
u ming fire." 1"hcir knowledge of the natl~re of God, as a 
pure and immaculate fpirit, a:a the eternal, uncreated~ feU:' 
exitlent Father of Spirits .. and of :he Son, as one witb the 
Father, \\'"ho ,- thou~ht it no rol,bc.-ry to t-e et.ual "'"jth God," 
mull deep1!' afionifh them at this mao-e110us humiliation; 
that he: fliou1l1 become Olle perton \\:jth a crearllre, alIt} tllat 
,-ith a creal,are (o\\-er than tllelnk)\-eS; for it is e:t)lrefsiy 
(lill, that c, he \"as .nad: a little lo\\'er thall the angels." 
Ho\y afionilliillg, that he \\"ho is tIle Lonl of I.l1ge)S, antI 
\,'hore difl3n:e frtlm the higheR of ali created fpirits is not 
gre~,t only, but infinite, fhould become a man, hy taking 
t!l himrelf a true llOtly, antI a reafonab!e rotl}! 

It is m~re thall probabJe frum our text, efpecially ,,-hen 
compare\l with the context, and other paffages of fcrip
ture, that this <lifco,-ery was made to the lllJ!e)s only gra
duaIJ}·, as it \,"as to men. They COllid not bllt Ilave inti
mations of GOtl S pllrpoft! of lnercy, \vhie)} \\~,lS bt~glln al1il 

carried 011 ilUlllC(iiatclv aiter th'! ~\fl; this, !10\\'e,-er, \\'as -(lone ;-n a rnanller cODlparati\-eJy (lark 311(1 llbfcurc. 1'here 
Ilave been ill(;eetl !Ollle \V)lO feem to Ole to have g011e a 
little heYOllll their (lepth; allcl \,'ho )1'\~·C fll})pofetl-: tllat 
God difco,'erCiI to the anJ.:c1s, evell llcfore tI!e creat!OJl (\t' 
nlan, the fall, \vJlich he tore!:~\\-, and tile nleti~oc) by \\'"hicil 
he prollOle(l to reco,-e ... a chofell rernll;t11t, vi~. tl:e illcar
nation of his own Son; that the fuperior honor done to au 
interior creatllre, tlirre(i IIp the pritle arl(l en'~~~ of Lucifer, 
and his affociates; and that in this confified their guilt ttnd 
djlOfial)·, lor \v Ilicll the}p \"ere ptlnifllell \\'ith all inlnleui
ate banifllinellt frOlll the abocles of blifs, ancl are no\v re
fcrved in chains under darknefs to the day of judgment. 

~rhis at beft is but "mere conjeaure. It !ecms much 
more probable that they lcCll11eU the feveral pa)"ts of this 
great defign of mercy in their gradual accomplifhment. 
It canllot ind\!cd be doubted, that the angels who were 
concerned in the minifiry of providence, mull have known 



Aclmi .... aioll to IhL' .1!/~ch. ~ .... 
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elriy of the intcndcll redemption, antI the He(l!·emer. 
'~·et \"!len tl~e}· are faicl t as ill tIle t~xt't to 100k illto tIle 
tilin~s pr::lC:lt'il ill tIle gofpel, it gi,-es rc,lfon to cOllcllll1~, 
tllat tIle il1carllatiol1 all(1 fUll::rillgs of (-:Ilrill \\·et e, ,\-itl) re
~rtl to tllenl, as \\·~11 as to us, a 111},fler)1 Ilill fronl ages 
aml genciations. Now how could tiJole holy angels who 
relaine() tileir intt:~!rity, llllt be fi lle,l \,-it)l arn .. lzenlellt at 
tile (Jertll of tIle Jiville COUI1C1Is, ,,"11Cl1 tl1e)~ Ja\\- thelnrt-I\'es 
ot)li~d to \\'orOlip a ma:i., to \\eorfllip a tt:el'lc illi~lI1t. hOfll 

ill a flaLlle, atlt! i}·ing ill a )11~J)~er? \\-Ilell t~e)· fOUIld 

thelnfe)\1es chargee} 'tN-itlt ptlblifllill,~ tlle gIa,1 ticlings? as in 
Ltlke ii. 10 j I I, I ~, 13" 14. ,(. .&'\Jlli tIle a tlge 1 f~\ i,l llnto 
" tlleln, Fe~r not: for bt:holtl, I l)rillg }-Oll goOt) ti(lings of 
" great joy, '\\~hich filalll1e to all l)t:O)J)c. }'or unto }?Oll is 
-, borll this (la~7, ill the cit}~ of D,\vi(l" a Saviollr, \\·11icI1 is 
" C!lrifi tIle Lortl. ~"-11d tllis filall l'lC a figll UlltO }:OU; 

,~ \7 e thall f~ll tile babe \\·r,lpped in f\rallJling-clot~)es, l)r_ 

" ing in a nlan~r. And fu(};lenl):" tl1cre '''as \Vir}l tile 
" angel a DlUhitude of the heavenly hon:, praifing GoLl, and 
l_ laying, Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, 
" g()(Xl-will to\\:arcls mCll. I, 

Th~re is Olle circunlf1arlce in the incarnation itfelf, 
,~"llich OUgllt Ilot to be onlit:e~i, becaufe it is mCllti,.ol1ed in 
fcripture, allcl is certaillly as aflolliflling as any, Tllat he 
'\'as not only !lla(le flefh, bllt ft:llt ill the like/less ,-~f sitlJ';ll 
.fll·~h. 'Vhat fo oppofite to the nature of God as fin? And 
\vhat fo furprifing, as tl1nt the Sail of Go,}, thOtlgll \\-ittlOtlt 

fin, yet fhould in all refp:!as ontwlnlly he like to finners? 
tllat he fllol1Jd be bOftl of a ft'-Iner, takell for a fillner, treat. 
ed as a fillner, and at laf! crucificc.1 \\,itll tIle lltlnotl igno
Ininy, as a Inorc than an or(lina .. ~~ firlner t I (loubt not, but 
thole angels \\'ho lookecl \vitl} \\-oJ1tler 011 lliln ill tile matl
ger, looked with llill greater wonder on him on the crofs ; 
that the \\Thole holt of them arc COllfilJerillg this \\'itll 1101}T 

\\~Oll(lc:r fiilt; and tllat it fila11 b(! the thclne of etertlal 
'~·Ollder to tIle innllnlc:ral)le COlllPlll\:" about tlic tJlrollt. 

J ~ 

·filis leads me to obferve, . 
l. That ailother Cir(~Ulnfiallce \,-llich lnll:! aflor(l lllat. 

ler for adorin~ enquiry to the celellial il>irits, is the fuhtli· 
tutioll of an in!locent perron in the rcom of the ~~lliJ! y, 
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311<.1 his fuffcril1g fronl tl)e han(1 of God. "l,en man~s 
apol1afy was firn known, I reckon we may aliirm with 
fufficient certainty, that it COlll{} not enter irlto 311)' crea
ted mind, that his recovery was poflible. l\'Janyare even 
of opinion, that fome paffages of fcripture carry in them 
an intimation, that it had been propofe(l, al1(1 as it \-\'ere a 
triallnade, in the councils of heaven, anlollg afiemt11ed 
Ingels, wllether any renle(ly cou1(} be fOtln(1 for the guilt 
and apoflaf}9 of man; and that 110ne ',~as fOllnd eitller 
able C'r \viJlillg to fian:.l in his rOOfll; as ill that of the 
PJilhnifi, cited by the apoftle to the Hebrews, chap. x. 
5, 6, 7. ",,,Therefore \\'11ell 11e COllleth into tIle \vorld, 
" he faith, Sacrifice and oficring tholl \vol~ltlii not, btlt 
" a bocly 11afi tlloU prel)~red me: III btlTllt-offeril1gs and 
" facrifices for fill, thou haft had flO l)lcafure: Tht'11 faill 
" I, Lo, I come (in the volume of thy book it is written cf 
" nle) to do thy \viII, 0 God." And in the prophecies of 
] lliah, Cll:lp. lix. 16. "And he 1~\\v tllat tllere \vas no 
"man, and \\'on(lere(l that tllere ,vas no i11terceffor; 
" tllerefore l1is artll brOtlg11t ialvation unto llim, at1d his 
" rigl1teoufnels, it fufiained llim." I \vill not take UpOll 

me to affirm this interpretatioll of tIle Ie pafTllges; l)llt tIle 
firfi of thenl, ~:llich is al)l)lied L1Y tilt.! a})ofl!e to Cllrifr, cer
taill1y implies, that he ullclertook the reclcml)tion of fill11ers 
\vhen otller facrifices \verc faurlcl ineffectual. 

Now, lny brethren, let us profecute the refleCtion point
ed out by tIle text. l'he angels 11(lC) alwa);s 11itllerto teen 
innoce11ce ancl holincfs attellde(l witll peace an({ felicity, 
atld tIley ha(l feell tIle apoilate fl)irits lai(lll11(ler all irrever
fillIe ientence of COll(ienl natioll. I t is l>robal)le they .loo}{
ed UpOl1 it as tllallii~fll!? fOljlldc~l on tile Jlatllre of Goc),. 
that he cOllld not punifll the lrlllocent, ancl tllat lie coultl 
not but 11tlnifil tIle gllilt)~. \~rhat afionifllnlent tt1en n-:uft 
it have given t}letll, \rhC't l1e\\' vie\vs of the hOtln(llefs 
iov"ereignty al1d ullfearct1al)ie \rif~JoIll of tbe 1\'lolt High 
mtlfi it ha"t! opened to then-l, \Vll~I1 t!ley llear(l 11inl i~tyillg-, 
" Deliver him from goin.~ (!own into ~he pit, I have found 
" a ranfom !" l-l()\v ll,ufl tI1t)~ ,vitil '~7on.der (1\'/cl1 all tIlis 
part of the providence of a wifc~ holy, jl1U, ~nu )!,racious 
God, that the pure i;\nd innocent }Jus, the belovcu cf the 



Father, fhoul(] make his appearance in this 10wer "'orl\1, the 
(lbolic of guilty cr~atlln:~, und.:r mani!dl tck:':l:S of their 
(~reator's (! !fl)leafurt! tl1at he 1110l1lli not 0111)- t:ll tt. r Oil the 
J{~etle ill the \yeakl1efs or il1taI1C", bilt \"itll C\'erv CitCllnl-

• J 

ita!lCC of 111eal1flets allcl 1)a~et1t;ls! 110\\' oft~ll Il1t~fl tht,\, 
h,\\'e 11~ell 11ut to a ftan(l~ \vtlat :0 thitlk of tilt: ie,·eril)' anti 
perit:cution, the contempt and oppofition which he mel 
\vitll, frOll1 thole \'er)· iinllers ,\,110n1 he canle to Ja\lt: ! 

But above all, ho\v nluft they Ila,,.e l1eell at a loIs t,) 
cOlllprehencl his beil1~~ expofed, not ollly to the CDI1tenll1t 
of lllCln, l1Ut to tIle wrath of Gocl! r'or " it 111caft:(1 tht: 
., Lord to bruife him, he hath put him to grief." \Vhat 
)11l1fl have lleell the fltrprife of tl1at t11illifrcr of provi<.lcnct: t 
\\'110 \vas fCllt " frorn heavetl to ilrcllgtI1en" llim, \r!lell 

he t~')und him under an inexpreflible agony of fufrering~ 
nlal{illg fllPI11ication with llrcllg cryillg all() tears, fayillg-, 
H Father, if it be pofiible, let this cup p:t!s from me!" 
Allel \vhat creatc(l jpirit is able to reach tile llnfathoIllablc 
meaning of his comp!.aint upon the crois, H l\Iy God, In Y 
" GOlI, \vlly hafl thOtl forfaken me ?', III tIle luflerill~S cf 
an illnocent perron in the room of the bllilt}~, ltl the flJffer
ings of the ,vell-belo\Ted Son of Goel ti"om 11is f.'~lther· ,.' 11all(l, 
there is [uch an unfearchable d~pthJ as no finite under
Handing is able to comprehend. At firfi view it rt.:~ms to 
contraclitl: the reB:itude and holinefs of tIle diville nature; 
bllt on a nearer il11'peClion, there is fuell a flrikillg difco\~ery 
of wifdom, holinefs, juflice and mercy, that angels defirc 
\~litll a 1101y curiofit), to contelnplate aIlcl aclore it. 

3- As ilnmecliately founded llpOl1 the former, al10tiler 
circumflal1ce in tIle plall of re(lemption tllrougl1 (:llrifi, 
\VLlich will affor(l nlattl~r of \vo~1(lcr to tIle celefiial fl>irits, 
is the free juflification of 1inners, and their acceptance 
,vitll God, tllroug}l t11~ implltecl ri~~hteoufilefs of (:hrilt. 
If it aOI)ears aftonifllill l !, that GOlI, \VrlO dillril)utcs favor 

~ .~ 

allel 11l111iill111e11t with the 111011 perfect ellllity, fl10uld 
p'.ulilh the innocent, it appears equally 10, t~at he {liould 
ihew fa.vor to the guilty; that he fhould forgive their fins, 
accept tlleir perfons, ?.l).d vifit tlleln \vitil llis 1()vi11g-kin(l. 
rIelS, al1u all tl1is for tIle merit al1d ol)ecliellce of ~\!lotllcr. 
\Vhal! (may it be faid,) is he not ul1Ghangeably holy! 
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Is he not of purer eyes than to behold inkluity? l\re we 
not affurtd that e\·jl I'a!lnot (l\\·ell \\·ith hilll~ )}O1' fillllers 

!land in his pref(m~e? How fhall 1le receive into his favor 
thefe oAt:nding rt!beJs? how Ihall he take into his bololn 
illCh polluted wretches? And what can be the meaning of 
imputation? Can perianal worth be transferred? Can he 
commit 10 great an error, as to view them with ·compla
cency for the m~rit of another? 

lVluft not this appear a new and extraordinary plan to 
the angels, who, by perfanal and perrea obedience, retain 
tIle favor of their Creator, alld ~lllO ha(l beell hitllcrto 
firangers to the influence and interceffion of a mediator? 
\\'110 11ad leellllO fuell tIling take place \\!'hen tlleir brethren 
llau filll1ed? lIel). ii. 16. "For veril','·lle took not 011 him 

I 

~L the nature of angels, but he took on him the feed of 
h Abraham:' The holy angels, not inclined to J~y, as 
more prefumptuous men too often do, " Let us continue in 
U fin, that grace may abound," will rather far, h I.et us 
" fiep afide, and fee this great fight." They will then fce, 
tl1at tllere is 110 \vay nlore proper for maintaillillg tIle dig
nity of tIle (li\11ne gO\7enllnellt: na}·, that it is tIle only 
\vay by ",llieIl thofe \\,110 have been fill11ers can he received 
illto fa\7or. rrhey \vill fee and confefs, tllat !Ilere is no 
cirCUll){lal1ce \vhate\7er tllat ten(ls more to ]e\1el tlle 11riue 
of the finner's heart, ancl l1ring hilAl to llniverfal fllbnliffioll, 
and abfo]ute fubjeCtion to the fovereignty of God. I anl 
perfua(led, illdeed, that even angels who llever finned, 
l1alle more of ful)miffion to tIle (li\,ille fovereignty, an(l de
IJelldance on the abfolllte grace of their Creator, tllan nla
ny are apt to inlagine; }"et Il1rely Ollr \vorlcl is the great 
tileatre of eli vine grace. rrlle fame iIlfinite 11ellignity 
\vhicll fllC\VS itfelf ill lleaven, in favor to the ,\?orth~7, is 
difplayed on earth, to the afloniflunent of heaven itfeif, in 
lllerC)' to tlle gllil ty. 

Suffer me, my brdhren, to embrace this opportunity of 
obitrving, tllat 110tlling is more grollll(llefs tllall tIle accu
fation of nlen of corrupt tl1illCls, againfl the tloClril1e of (Ii
ville grace, as encouragiIlg to lil1. It llatll tIle \1ery con
trary effeCt, and tllat 011 thefe t\\'O aCCOulltS. 



(I.) It t'i !O mor~it~.·in~ to hnuun pr;J~, tint th~' PC\\ ~:r 
or fill tnt,fl be brok~il at lc~fi" l~·!or~ it t'lll lle !rlliv :tll,1 

• 
cordially n:ceiYc:ti, rrh~rc is not :t) .. hill\.'ult J (h"~" in 
the whole compar.~ of the mor-.ll bw, ~IS :m unK·i~nt'd tlc~ 
Ili~il of our 0\\-" !i~h~eoutjlt.·rS al~\; lirl·ll~tlt, atIlt b-..:il~~ • il
j-!lg to COllllt nIl tilillgS l)ut Jols tll", t:~~ e:,ct~I!C:I'(~· 0,' ,t~~ 
kllO\\·leclge of Chritl. To rccti\·e Ic:-~i\'~ll~i:'; :!~ I.\er~· 
111erC)' to thole \,·ho Ilad (lcter\t((l to p~ritll, \\'itllotlt ~I~~' 
complaint either a~!illft the firi~lne!~ of the bw or t:le 
fc~er;ty of the filnaion, is not ''0 «:,1)' :t~ many it:em to 
· .. d) -,..,. 1 I II' ltllagJlle, ail \\t lat ll~ n)~,ll IS U!'C~~:l! tl} ~~ut ")- t ~c -';1:,' 

{~L 1\ 
..I~JO~ l. 

(:1.) As lhe finntr mufi he ret\Hy Il~!~~actl to Glxl the 
(:reator" b~'iur~ !~e Catl la~~ heltl of his 111t~rt'V tllr')l,~il 
Chrift th~ Rcd:!~mer; fo ;t'is pJ,lin, that the m~n ('"fl~·dH~ 
a) !lleltfl:rfs "fc t,lken to CO'ltil)t~e :tIll) i~rpet\)~te tilis It,h
jeai(lil. It is Illa!I!, that the illfilli!e \)nnlerital lo,-e 01 
GOtl to }1is jOtl!, is the Olott po\\'erllil aillt opemti,-e' prin
ciple of ObeJit!)lCC tllat C3n tl\\'ell in tile human ileart : 
:! Cor. v. 14, 15. "For th~ love of Chrift conflninetb 
,t ~lS; bc~aufe we thus jud.~e, th~t if oUt" died for aU,. {h\~:n 
" \\·crc t\llll~all; ~\Il(l tl!:lt he (lil~l for a)l~ that tlk:~· \\~Iti,~a 

~ 

,,~ !i\:e\ filOlJlll 110t ht:llCel()rth Jive •• n.to thClllle:!\'(s, lltlt 
'i 1!:1to flitll \\-hit.'ll (l:t'(l ior thelll, anc.1 ro:~ .lgllill. )' SiiCh 
LOilfi\.lellce has t:1C I:lnle apoflJe iii tIle iirellgth t,f this 
priilciI)le~ tll~\t 11e hills (leiiallce to all tritlls alltl oppolilioll: 
Ron1. \';ii. 35. '~'\~)ll) filal1 fel',lr,\te l.S 1'rOl1\ tl.e J~\~:: of 
" C",rill? S:l~lll tril1u!atioll, or (liflrcfc;, or pi."rJecllti(\!l, 01 
.1 famine, or nakeclnds, or perij, or fwnrd?" .And ag.,in, 
"~rf~ 38, 39. "Fer I am (krfu:ukd that nc:ithcr death, 
,- nor iite\ llor allgels, nor prillCi})alities, nor po\\'~rs, IIOt' 

"tJlint~s p~erellt" 110r tllings to come, Ilor heig!lt, nor 
l .. llcptll, llor nIl)' other cr~atllre, 111311 lle aille to ft:!>ar.lte 
" liS ti'om the Jove of God. which is in Chrifl Jeills our 
" Lord." T'hefe great principles ofJan8ification are new 
to tIle allgels. "Tllell, tllerefore, tIle}' fee tilt: JloJiriefs of 
God fhiiling in the fi'ee juUi6caticn of finners thr(ju~h 
t~llrift, it \viII add Ile\\' torce allll ne\v meallillg to th~lt 
10ng of praife which they are reprefenteu as finbing, r~\·. 
iv. 3. u ~-\nd they feft not day and night, fu} ing, lIol~\ 



"hoh'~ Iwly.. Lon} GoJ ahnic;hty, ",hidl '~:~3, anJ is, 
" ala\l i~ tt) '~t)'llC:." 

l+) In th~ I.lst r!;tce~ ... \n:l~h('r circaOlfi .nce in the 
1l1~'lkry (ll the ~--.Ii'·d "hid) wiU be maHer of "'ond~r te 
t~.c an(;d:i. i~ the __ pp;k"~ion of reJempti~"" or th~ m;.n
l:~r &11\1 Ill~a,~s of' t:-~Ilfl.,tin~ finl1~rs "frolll (!,lrknefs to 

" 
~. light," a:!d "fr.;11ll the po\n:r vI' Satan unl0 God ..... -
lkf~\rc tIle 11l.\ll o!' (livine ~I ~ce "'ith n:~:·tl to tall~11 mill 

• -, to 

WOlS op::n~1 \0 the:n'll the~' h~ fc~n no ex;mlpJes offinneri 
hut the !~lIen angels. I'ro,n ~h~ it irre\'erfible lentence, 
anti bl •• fphemin; r,\~ in l;.t.'ir t~',.l~nt .. thofe wbo remain. 

, ... "" "" h "... , , I 1 ).- h 
t ~t ~:l t~lelr .ll~~'..\· ';!ltc, \\ O,trl: ... ~~ apt to cone ll(~, t at 
tiltre l'vt::\.l he !~Q reco\'cr\- lor a cre,liure \\'110 had once 

oil 

,:~~rlcd from his int~grity ~t aU. B~lt when they learn. 
~:d itlmething of the divine purpore for th~ f.tlv:lt!on of lal. 
}~!l m:lU'II efp~ri;;~Hy the ;tma;;.tir.g ani! unf~;'~&lble gl'3ce 
~ha.t :!ppc:tred in t.he 3.ppointmci~t of the Alcdiator~ and 
tile uni\"er~~1 unlilllit~1 c-tl~r of fal\·~tion i!l J)is 113mea, 
U~G:lt \\"Cli!~ l~~ :!~~ effctl? I (lare fa)- the)· ,,'ould tertainly 
condudt\ l;'~t it would he recei\-w with the highdl trant: 
ro:-ts of jor, hyal1 thofc unhappy crimituls who were 
!\'il)~ \:!l\.l~r t1~e l~~:rf~ of a brokt:n )~\\.. di~t:\:onlin~I\" the . , -' . 
an~d, in his md!:!~t to t~e 1hephcrus" calls it gooJ. tiJiu~s 
of ~reat joy to ali people. 

'\--Ilat then Illtlfi hJ.,"e lle~n t!:~ir :l(l~iilion:U fl)rprif~, 
\\':~en they heard the prophet fayin~, I':t. liit 1. ~. \Vho 
... hath bdi~\-ed cur n:port: an..l to w hom is th~ arm of 
-., t:l~ Ltlnl r~\"e~lle\.l ?~~ \,'hell tiler f:\\\- til:lt tllis giilciot.s 

, ~ 

~~n::ou:, Wi!S •• ddi)iie..l :ln~l rejca,d of men ?" when thtT 
O~):~f\"t"\l ;~ ffi3ny turn a tl<:af car to th~ mon importunate 
c:aas of the ~ofpd? Wht."ll they fount! thenl c:lxiliing thcm
t~i\~t:s Ollt (If eter!11i :l:lri':nets, allt! a(l\~ancir.g- tileir O\~'ll 
l\lil~dt.:ll an\.lll(\\'i~l:ert'\.1 fe-ifOll in l""oiltenlpt f)f tile infinite 
\, i!~lo:ll ~f GClll ! "-lIlt Illlllt tJlll{e 1101)' angels, \\-!lO :\!"e 

fiUed with gmt:tad.: for (r~ating gcodnefs, think of thol~ 
h~irs of heU, who pcur conkmpt upon redeeming love? I 
calloot tOt:C:!l tiPOll ~\·el)· tIling t!~~l.t rifes llere to our '''ic\\-, 
llut I aln ,~~rii'a(leJ t:~at t!lC (i(lillillifiratign of the t;O\-elllllt 

• 
of grolce is ~ as full of myfierr to the cddli,\l fpirils, .. \3 

.ny part of the rI.~Ul. Iulkad of el"~ry fianer humbly 



i:ll~~10r!11J reCOI1CiliatiOl1 \,-itl. an ofl~n(llJ Gc'\J, our Re
ll··c'tl~r, as a Sovt:rei~tl Lord, as til~ Pritl~e of Peace, firtl 
("m~lu~=-s thofe as en~mies, whom he afterwards chc:rithc:s 
.s friends. He: is endued with aU power for this great 
W'\)!":,; and tile Pf'llmi!l ~ive:; a beautiful u~fi:ription of its 
:a!t:\!llCe anti el1ctl, Plill. xlv. 3, 4, 5. h Gird thy f\\"o) ... ~ 
" H?ml t~y thigh. 0 moll lnight},; with thy glorr and 
" 6} majdly; and in thy majdly ride: proii1erouU)" be. 
"C~!l!~ of trllt~, anJ 111Cc:kllC:!S, allll rig!lteolllilC (s; a~cl 
" t:l)' ri~ht hata(l !bali teacl) tllee terrible tflings. 1'hirle 
"arro\vs ,lft: fha.·{) ill the heart of the kin~'s enelilies 
"\vJlereb}p tIlt! peol)le fall un~Jt!r tllee." lie hath teJlt 
fort!l his Holy Silirit as an alnligllt}, agent, to recollcile 
fi!lllers tll1to G~I. Is there not alfo a depth of di\:ine 10-
\~~rcignty to be feen in the choice of the veffds of mercy ? 
·rile apoft1e Paul ill the mi(lll of the fury of perfecuting 
zeal, l\fary 1'Iagdalene frOln the lnidfi of the fl1.mcs of 
~nclean lull, Z&lCCilCllS from tIle h~art harclening crinles 
of covetoufnels alld oPI)rcl1ion, all(} lnal1Y others of tIle 
chief of finner~, have beell m:lde the trophies of (li\'_iI1t: 

grace, anti may fay, ill th-e \'lords of tlleir great exan1plt: 
the apofUe Paul, I ·fim. i. 15. "This is a laithfQI raying, 
u and worthy of aU acceptation, that Chrifl Jefus came 
c, into the \\"orltl to fave fillilers, of \v}loln I am cllief.)' 

It (lefer\"es alfo particular notice .. that faith itfelf is faid 
to be the Ol)eratioll &110 tIle gift of God: Ei1h. ii. 8. ,~ For 
'e by gr~ce are }-e raved, tllrough faitll: and tIlat not of 
" yourfaves: it is the gift of God." And indeed the 
cllan~e in general ~ihich ~oJl'lit\ltes the tle\V Ilature, i$ 
confidered as a birth ~r creation frqm abC\'c; John i. 13. 
e( \\~hich \\t"ere l10rn, not of blootl, nor of the will of the 
c, flefh, nor uf tIle \vi}I of lnall) bllt of God." Jt appears 
plainly .. frOln many exprefs declarations offcriptare, IrOI11 

the po).\-er llecep:lry to o\"erCQllle their obfiinac}Y, ancI treln 
the fe:\t of tIle ~iJta'e it'~lf, Wllich lies in tlie \vill, tl1at 
filln\!rS~ Vi}lil~ t~le~~ continue fo, inficad of defiri~g, r~fifl 
the:r recovery. \Vhat a fubjeCt qf contemplation prefents 
itfClf to the an~els here! 'Vhat an unknown \'iew is given 
tllenl of tIle inpllite evil arId malignit}1 of kll! "","'flat a 
hum~ling fenfe 9f' created_ \\'eaknefs! \\ "ilat ~ l~[QIl of 
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Redemptioll tbe subjrct oj' 

caution for their after condutt! It hath been ccnje8UfCG 
not withollt apparellt reaf()ll al1(\ ionle countenar~ce fronl 
fcripture. that the great purpote which the human 1)'Hem :5 
iIltended to fer\'e in tJie \lni\~erfal kil'£()OID of God, is to 
be an ever]afting mOOtlment, that a rational creatl:re \,"ho 
has Ollce departed from its innocence and o~dience to 

• 

its Creat(Jr, never can again return to the fanle tlate, but 
by his own almighty power and fovcreign grace. Upon 
the whole, from tllis faint \··ie\v of the plan of Tetlemptioll, 
as lying open to the attention of principalities alld po',-ers, 
we may fay with the apoflle Paul, Rom. ii. 33. "0 the 
" depth of the riches both of the wifdom wd knowledge of 
u God! how unfearchable are his judgments, and his ways 
" paft finding out!" 

I proceed now to conclude the fuhjeCl:, by fome pratti
cal ilnprovemcnt of what has been raid. And, 

I. What }'OU have heard \VilI contribute, I hope, hy the 
divine blefiitlg, to filew the gtlilt of thofe who defpife the 
gofpel, and ferve to remo~e the offence of the crefs. It 
required no fmall tneafure of fortitude in the apoftle Paul, 
to cleclare that lIe \\·as not " afhamed ufth~ crofs of Chrift," 
which at its firft publication was" to the Jews a ftumbl:ng 
" block, all(} to the Greeks foolifhnefs. " The doltrinE of 
the crofs, ill its fi01J)licity ancl purity, has been m3.tter of 
()ffence in every fucceeding age, to Olen of proud and 
\vorldl}r nlinds~ God kno\\t-s, there are not wanting nla
n}' at this tilne, \vho treat the doCtrine of the crofs, and 
falvation by grace, \\J;th :lS much contempt and infolencc 
as they (lare. Nor is it at all impoffibJe, that there may 
be fome among you who are infeCted with thefe poifonous 
and defiruaive principles. Be Jlerfuaded, 0 delu(led 
foul! that " the weaknefs of God is fironger than man," 
anti " that tIle wiliiom of man is foolifhnefs \\"ith God." 
l'bis glorious and gracious plan hath the approbation and 
admiration of ange1s, though it hath the contempt of fin
llers. It aflonifhed the angels, therefore no wonder tllOUgJl 
it fhould aftonifh us. You will perhaps Jay, It is indeed 
allonifhing above meafure; it teaches me to believe au 
incarnate God, a sujjcrillg Sa'DiOllr., the inllocnll plmish
ed, and the guilty forg'i'Oen. It is attended with fo may 



rl.rl'rilin~ circum!latlc~s.. that I c\nnol help f.'Y'n~, 110\" 
ell1 the!e tl.'Jlgs be? Bllt as &1111fu11 la.tl ill Ili~ rKlu.~, 
" Out of tile t!ater (:lnlC forth Illt:at,oilt of the !lrol1g ''''lie 
., fOfth J~'\'ee\'\t:'s; ,. 10 out of the lu~~lliOilS or ~-llUr cor
rupt minds, I would ller',oe jOlne evic.!encc 01 the truth. 
A cunnin~ly c.it:\·ii~-d f~ble wou1t! be drdi~d hl' the titct'i
vcr ill a ma11cer fuit~l to t:l~ iltilllan t3Jlc; b\lt tl.is tloc
trine hath not upon it :UlY of the Inarks of hu~n wiklom. 
I tlo not thiltk, if it had nol Lt.~n re,·c31t.,I, tl)at it coulll 
h:l\-e el1te~i into allY hllmall Ini'l"l; all,t therelore \'''e 
n_ilY Jlltiiy j~~ .. , ~, Sal,-alion beIGng~.h lilito (;~J-~' It is 
btcaule he is God~ alld not Olall, ti1at \\~e, the c.lllltlrt:ll of 
mell, t~ are Ilot (OnfuI11«1 ... " 

~. )~ (lit rna, .. lC:lfll, froln \vhat h~lS been ftitl, the e~l-.. 
COtln.~enlel1t that i$ gi,'e.a to finners to r.:tum to God 
tllroUgh l:llrifl. TIle v~l)· circltl11ilallccs (hat are moft 
allonifhing 3nt) adolirnble in this great dil'jlenfation, are 
the uI1J~ferVC(lloye anti une~pe\:tf!{1 COI'liefc.'CllIIOll of God 
to gltilty and miJenWe lillllers. I kno\\- th~t the !Jl\\·ard 
and effeclual call ('..an only be given by the Hoi, Ghoft ; 
but I k~lO\\' allo, t!lat ., faith COllleth by hearing~ awl hear
t, ing by the \\'ord of God. " ·l'herefore, in ex pet'btion 
of the bldJillg of hiln "'ho " hath the ll~t\rts of all 111~ll ill 
" his hand, al1d tllflltth theln l.o\\'fOever he \vil),') ) pro
clailn ill the hearil1~ of every fi'lll~r ,viti.ill tht!ie \,"ills~ 
" that Gotl to ll),~~i the \vorlll, ~hat he ~ave his on)- be· 
l~ gotten Son, that whoiOever bdiev~th in him !nigbt not 
" perifh, Ill!'- have everlafling life,'· I repeat the tliliver
fal CJlIJ, that " hinl tllat ccmeth to him, he \vill in no wiie 
" can out." Are there not nlatlY in this houfe lilluer the 
power of fin, and the curie of a broken Jaw? Nay, wh\) is 
there that is not condemned by thefe impol taut words. 
\vnich }-Oll \,:ill nnd Gal. iii, 10, "Cu.-fed is every Oll~ 
" that COlltinuetll not in all thillgS \vhicll are written ill 
" t)le book of the la\\" to do thenl." IPI--his fentellce ftalllls 
unc.lncdled ag-clinft ail who are not reconciled to God by 
Jaith in Chrifl Jefus. Is th\! :lpplication diflit:u l ,? Y c 
iLlV\?S nf tin, drunka~js, I\vore!s, profane and lafci\'ious 
jeJlt!rs, e:\\·ious 4111(1 maltcious ttJlldcrer~ ret-iiners of un· 
jull c,\iu, and all withotAt exception who are lovers of plea-



rl1~$ m\)t'e than lovers of God. ye lhaU he 11.1ln all fir yon ; 
" as a howillg \,"a)1 1113)) ye be, and as a t(ltteri~lJ! tr!lCe_" 
Relnember the mifcry of tho~ \,~ho die ill all \111':011\ ~nt J 
nate: " It is a f~r1\ll thing to tall ill!O the J:all(ls t,i" i I.e 
" living God. '\~ho can allitle \~it:i ()~\'~;~rillt: fi~? \\";'0 
., can dwell ,,-ith ~yerlafiin~ (l'.rlli'l~~S :'" A(I'Ilire tl:c: in. 
finite grace of God through our Lord Jdtts Chrifi, and 
admire the infinite '\';!ilom of GtXl tllat hath 1;1i() IleJp tor 
TOU upon on~ who is U mi~hty to Jiu't" .. " l\1ay I not ta~., 
that, on this !olemll occ;afion, YOlir Savi011r ti~eaks to ~"Oll, 
not only ill hi~ ,~onl, h\lt from 'lis crofs: St.--e the juitice 
of God in the erols of t:llrilt, antI th,-"Ilce J~:lrn the e\~:) of 
fin. See the po\\'cr ~lltl \\-ratll of Go-:l ii, the crols of Cilriit, 
alld trelnble at ,"Ollr o\vn fi,\t~. See the lnatchlefs Io'''e 

• 
of GOlI in the <.ro!s of Cilritt, and be Jk:itlatled to ret tiro 
to hiln \vith W~pill~, with Itll)plicatiotl, alld with nlOllrn

ing.. ut the e)-e of fAith be pointed at the dying Saviour, 
and ray unto him, " 0 3lmi~bty fuReter, look down, look 
" down fr001 thy triu:nphant infamy, pity and pierce ihis 
&, b;L-d heart with a fenf~ of gui1t anli mifery.. Thou haft 
(, !:'id, that when thou fhou1dft be 1iftt~ up from the earth, 
" tl10l1 \\'OllIJft ara\,- all nlen llllto thee: Jt't this pronlife 
u be fu16iled to my e~perit!nce.. Draw me, U~ will Flil1 

H after tl)~t.. Len), t3ke awa~- my complicated guilt; 
'l lNrd, re.le\V an,i pacify n1y ullfanCl:i6cli aJfeai(~ns~ form 
c, tne for th)pielt: lh~\t I lll~y jef\~e thet! here, aoJ afterwarcls 
~, fee thee as t."ou art ! 

3- From what hath been bid upon this fuhjet1:, yon 
may examine ~t"(\llr ti~)e to partake of the holy ordillanrc 
of the lArd's 1upper; or" ill otller \vortls, }'CiUr right to 
the fa\"or of God" ancl to eternal life. No difpofition n10re 
f.Jitable, nO:le more neCenary, at a commtlnion .. tabJc, thlll 

a ~ratelul and allmiring fC~l'~ of n:deeming love .. Not on!y 
the protalle bJaipileOltf, or the tconlflll (Iefj>iier, is lll) :it 
to fit dO\Vll at tllis feafl, [)tlt the telt~right~ous formalifi \\:i10 

u 

never fa," hilnf~lf Ulldl)11t.·. It is trtle, indeed, tllat \\'11Cn 

ltlgels themfel,'es are pllt to a itatl(), ail our tllOUghts nlull 
loon be loft and fWi\lIowcd up.. Hut, my brethrt"n, do 
yon defire to look into it? 1)0 vou feel a tcnfible ple~lfure 

~ , 

and ddi6ht in this facred employment? Do you, in leme 



me,lf!lre, fee tIle ~iorv of (li\ ille grace, tJlou~11 '-011 are not ,. . \. . 
ntllt: ttl lncailare its (lirnc:t~!:ons? ·l'here is 110 f\t11~fl fo 01,. 
J~lln: allu l'I,illtelligible to tll()t~ \\-ho are flr.,n;crs to the 
power of rdigion, as the myllt'ry of redeeming )o\'e; no 
fuhjed 10 odious and di!!af:eflll to thoft: whofe minds are 
It\rnletl l))lOil the olaxims of the \rorl(i, as tl1c (locrril1e of 
filvation by ~f&lCC:. Chrifi upon a crors~ Chri'l upon a 
thrOl1(-, CllriJi the I:'f:iie\·er's rock anti relllge, tIle fOllrce of 

~. 

his tlrell~t)l, an,) the fOllrce of his comfort, they are neitller 
~. . 

aille to relitJ. nor cOlllprellell(l. .1\11 the \\'arlll el: pre'fiiol1s 
of gratitude and attachment, which are unfpeakably f,\'eet 
al1d ravifhing to a ieriolls lOllI, appear to t)}eln in tIle light 
of eilllll,fiafnl :\11(1 \ 1t ifiollary foIl)·. But as Jllan}7 3S it hath 
p!~ale(l GOtl to 1)leis witll all itl\Vard ancI perianal convic
tiOll of tlleir 10ft flate b}' I.attlre, \vill ke tIle greate:l beatlty 
in this plan of falvation, and will rather rejoice, than fhrink, 
at fll:tring \vith their Re(leemer himfelf the contelnpt of 
the It''crld. trl'!ley will fay, \\lith the apoflJe Paul, Gal. \·i. 
14. "God Corbitt that I filould glory, filve in tIle crofs of 
" our Lord Jefus Chrift." There is a beautiful oppcfition 
ftated by the fame apoftIe, between a belic\'t!r's uudcr
fia l1ding the love of Chrift, and yet being unable to feaf(~h 
it to the bottom, in the folJowin6 paffage. Eph. iii. 17, J 8, 
19. "FI'llat (;hrifl may d\vell in }'OllT hearts l,)7 faith; that 
" }~e being rooted and grounded ill I()~~e, may be able to 
~~ cOlllprehend with all faillts, "-hat is the breadtll, a11(1 
" length, alld depth, and height; and to kll0\\T tile love of 
" Chrift, which paffeth knowledge, that ye might be filltd 
" \vith all tIle fuinefs of God. " 

4. In the last place, From \\ .. hat has heen fclicl, learn 
what is your moil proper employment at the l.ord's table. 
Adore and conte:llplate the riches of redt:enling grace, 
tllat great theme \Vllich " the angels (Ie-fire to look ill to. " 
'l'ilink, "'itll hUlllble arrlazemellt, 011 tIle bOlln(Jiei~ !ller .. 

cy of Go(l, \\r}lich reachec) evell to YOtl, and ~;ith the hig}l
ell thankfulnefs on the honor to which you are admitted, 
of receiving the fenfible pledges of his love. Dwell ~n 
this impenetrable myfier}' of " IOltnanuel God \vith us-
"God nlanifefted in the flefh." 1'hink on tllis a\\'flll 
proof of divine jufiice and holinefs~ the wrath of God pour-
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ed Olit tIp011 his o"~n Son. Thil1k on the perfeCtion of 
that atonell1el1t \vhich is macle for tIle fillS of the \vor1d. 
Rejoice in the fuInds of that Saviour who i~ now made 
" hea(\ over all tllings to the churcl1 ;" and dra\v, by faith, 
from his fuInefs, every necelfary fupply to yourfelves: 
ancl as you are now to comme-nlorate his death, \vitIl a 
vie\v to his iecond cOllling, think on that '\ day of falva
" tiOll," \vllen he fila]} conle , .. to be glorified ill his faillts, 
" and adnlirecl ill all them that believe j" when you 111all 
enter in triumpll illto tIle 110liefi of alJ, where no doubt 
the myl1ery of reuenlptioll filall be lllore fully difcovered ; 
wIlen faints anti ange1s filaIl joi[ltly fil1g tllat ne\v fOl1g, 
Rev. v It 12. ~, ,\r orthy is the Lamb that \vas flain, to re
~~ ceive po\ver, a11cl riches, alltl wiiciom, anu firengtll, and 
c, 110nor, all(l glory, and bleffillg ;" whetl the \vhole plan 
of (livine grace filall be completed al1d cloie(l, an(l the mc
cliatorial kingdolll itJelf brought to a perio(I; for " tllen 
" cometh the end, \Vhell he filall have deli\rered up tIle 
" killgdoln to Gorl, even the Father ;" when confirnled 
angels, and redeemed finners, when the whJle hoft of' 
heaven fIlalI tlilite in one acclalnation, " HaIlelujall; for 
u the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." 
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SERMON 8. 
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B!l t G od ~j5 r b i il tIl a t I 81101 ( 1.1 ,~l r; r!/.. S II V f ;" ,': _ f 11 r r-,. C SS 'Jf ~ u r 
Lor(/ JeSl<:S (./lrist. 

M y brethren, ,ve are this day met to keep up tl1e 
remelnbrance of our Redeemer's fufferillgs an(l 

(leatll in our room. \\t e are to commemorate all e\lellt 

the moft important, the moll interefiing'l and the moft 
afionifhing, that creation ever behe}(l. \\,. e are to COll

template a fubjea the mort wonderful and myUerious . 
tllat ever \v'as offered to the millcl of man. rrhe i,lcarna
tiOIl or the SOil of God, the Ki1l6' of kings found in the fonn 
of a ser'Vant, and the Prince oj life expiring on an ac
cursed tree. 'Vhat is this but the union of things the 
mofl Ol)pofite and feemingly illcollfifient that call IJoffibly 
be cotlceived! tIle ullion of th.e moO: difiant extremes of 
ftrength aIld weakllefs, glory and bafenefs, honor alld 
fllame? 

In a fort of correfpondence and analogy to this great 
fubj~a itfeIf, nothing can be more oppofite than the fen
timents formed by belie\rers at:ld unbelievers with rp'~al j 
to it. To the one it hath a dignity and majeftr un rpeak_ 
ably amiable; to tIle other, it hath a meanl1efs and bare .. 
nefs that i~ 4filameful and contemptible. 1'he ApoLHe 



Paul o'ten takes notiee of this, that it was (, to the Jews a 
"Iillolbling-block, al1d t() tIle Greeks foolifhnefs ;" all(! 

he ofren diico\'ers l1is O\Vll illviolable attacl.ment to his 
Saviou1", by an open profeffion of efieem for thofe cireunl
ilances in 11is Cl1ar~\r~tt!r arld apilearance \\'llich a b1indet1 
world were mon apt to treat with derifion and fcorn. 
rrhis is pa.fticularly the caft: in the text, U But God for. 
"hid th,lt I fhould glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord 
" Teflls C!lrifl. " 

-.;. 

By the crors of Chrifl, in the New Tefiament, we are 
fometilnes to unclerftan(l tile fuffcrings of believers for 
t~hrifi's fake; lliit more cOlnnlonly, and I tllink, evident
I}' ill this place, it fignifies llis 11unliliation ill general, and 
particu!arly his crucifixion, to \l"hir.h circllmftance our at
tention is direCted, becaufe it \\las tIle moft bare and igno
nliniou~. of the \vho)e. III this the apofile fays he would 
glory: na)', he expre[es his abhorrence at the thOllght of 
gloryitlg in any thing eIfe: "God forbid that I fhould 
.. , glory i:l\re in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Cllrift." No
thing can be more fuited to the employment of this day, 
and nothing more proper to diftinguifh between the friends 
a.nd the ellelnies of Chrift, tItan tllis, wIlel1 carefully at
tended to; for the one will undoubtedly glOlJ and the 
pther \vill as certainly be asbal1lcd of his crofs. . 

In difcourfing further on this fubjeCt, what I propofe, 
through di\'ine affillance, is, 

.I. To explain the import of the apofile's glorying only 
in tile Saviour's croiS. 

JI. To {hew what good reafon every real Chrifiian ha.tb 
to glor)' ill it. An(l, 

W. To make fome praclical application of the fubjef.t. . 

J. In the first plaqe, then, let. us explain the import 
of the apoftlc's glorying only in the Saviour's crois. \\'bat 
is this objeCt ifl whicll the aI)ot~le fays lIe wOlll(1 g19r}1 ? 
Very wonderful indeed. Il is, that Jefus of Naz,lreth, 
the Ion of Alary, was fubjeCl:ed to a long life of forrow, 
reproach, and contempt: That towards the clofe of it, h(~ 
\vas arreft(~d, acculccl, condemned as ,a nlal~faaor; and 
after ilUlUllltnlble and unfpeakable in~igqities, was at I.aft 



nAijed to a CfOrS, an engine of torture of the maC. cr\!d 
antI painful kind, and fo nl~meful, lilat it \,·as a nllnl!t:f 

of puni01IOtnt appropriated to the anon dete!icd crimina!~ 
of the barcfi rank. \Vhat is tllere here to gl'~lr)· il': alld 
whlt does the apoflle mean by this exprdliun: It :ncan~ 

I. Th:tt })e Ilad a high efieem of it., as all f:\'cnt of th;: 
greateft moment, and an objeCt ,,·orthy of the: hh~h~ n re
gard. 'Ve do not glory in common things, but in things 
of peculiar dignity and \\·orth. It was n:rt t!len ill his \"ie\~· 
merely \vhat it fceme(l. lIe dill not cOllfider it, fllrely, as 
the execution of a crimillal; but filll. \\'ith tile centuriO!l 
on l\lount Calvary, rrrnly u this was a ri6hteous man;" 
Truly this \~·as " the Son of Go<l.'· He conlit.l\!rc(l it as 
the effeCt of the inbnite love of God, who rent his only 
begottell Son to die for our fins. He: conficlercd it as all 

infinite price paid for the pardon of o!Jr off~nces, as the 
only way of deliverance from guilt, as the fure and cet .. 
taill plc::dgc of peace to all a\\-akened conft:ience. In tllis 
\liew, ho\v {ioes it riie in his efieem? "rhil~ ot!1ers are 
(lifl)ofed to fcorll, l)it}·iIlg tlleir madnefs, Ile is cOll!lr~illC(l 
tp ,\Porfhip and allore. Think of it, t:ilriiiill!S, il0\\· (Ii: .. 
(ercllt \\'ere tIle fC!lltilllellts of his iIlfultillg ~enemies a(~~l 
llis lllo~lrlling difciples, \\?hen Ile 11UIlg UPOCl tile cr()fs. 
'rIle one confi(ier hilll as a guilty fufferer, tIle oth~r ~lS a 
!O\-illg Sa\7iOtlr. The 11ear!S of the one \vere boilitlg \\-ith 
l:atretl, or filled \\9itll contempt; the hearts of tIle other 
\vcre [\\"allo\\-ed up in aclmiration, or melte~l \\~itll love. 

2. 1"11e apollic's gloI)~·ing in tile crofs, i1111)lied 11is ha
\li11g a flrol1g, though lluillble confillence of 11!S o\\yn rela
tion to and interdl in it. I think it is impoffible tD It-Pl
rate this from our idea of the apoftle's meaning. \':c ~h) 
not glory or boa.!! of any· tIling in \Vl1ich \ve 11a\re 110 c()n
cern. A nlan of great genius, or IlnconlnlOll \VOf!ll, I 
rna}' adnlire antl 110!lOr, tnerely for the elnin.ent ql1a)iti~s 
of which he is poffiJfed, and l may do him an jufiicC! by 
COlllllleO(latioll; Ullt I all} ne\'er (lif poied to glo!")· ill 11: Ill, 

llor ha\'e I allV title to (10 it unlefs lIe is fomellO\V relal~J . 
to me: but if I a(l(l, tl1:lt lle is nly cilil(l, or Ilt; is ·In)' bro. 
ther, Ilnay l1e trllly fJ~(l to glor}T in llim, or to t)o~(i of 
him, becallfe the honor that is given to him, is) in ion)e 
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me;liiue reft~att: upon m~"rf'JI: 4t-\~,\illl' I may fpeak of 
th: riches ;and magnificence of feme gr~.tt rit)"; but I am 
then only (:lid t~ glory- in it~ if I :ult! :lny cin:umfiance of 
Rlation; as that it is the plac:e of my nathti,y .. or th\'! place 
ef my refidenc~, or the piace in whkh I ha"e property 
and intereft. '\-hen then:fore the apoftlc f:l~is, " Gl'() 
" forbid that I fhould glnry-, fa\'e in the crofs of our loOn) 
U Jefus Chrift, it certain:~" impiies a bumhle perfuafion of 
his own intereft in it, ant1 his happinefs t~ flow from ,to 
This indeed naturally arifes frona:t. noal and fpiritual d~f
covery of its proper glory. Kone can fee the tr.mfct-n. 
dent beauty of this objo..ct, tin they ha\~e Ittn their own 
guilt acd mifery in the fight of a holy Goo.. ~~D<! no 
fooner do they difcnver the excellence of this atonement, 
its perrea fufticienc~" f~r an~ and the unreRrained offer to 
aU, than they fly to it as their lecurit~-, and ren on it as 
the ground of their hope.. 'The word here tran11ated 81;)
rying, iignifies at the fame time, ~~,\·lIlling, or rq,}idng; 
and therefore to glory in the crofs, is the i~nle th:ng as to 
rejoice in the Sa\·\our. The tnlth is, it is hut fddom that 
this apoliJe ll'lentions the tleath of Chrifl without fome ap. 
propriating e~preffion: Phil" iii. 8~ u Yea donbtlefs, and 
" I count all things but 10fs, fOr the excdJency of tht: 
" knowle(}ge of Chrifi Jefus my Lord: for whom I h:,,-e 
,. fuffered the loIs l,f :\)1 tllings. and do COlll1t thenl but 
" dung, that I m~}" win Chrifi;" Gat ii. :!O, U I am cru
" cifie(l \vitil Cilrili: 11e\'erthelefs I li\~e; }~et tlot I, but 
" Cilrifi liveth in nle: alltl the life \\'ilich I no\v live in 
" the fienl, I live by the I~~ith of the Son of Got!, who lo\'ea 
" me and ga\"e Jlim!clf for m~." 

3" To complete the idea of the apofile's glorying in the 
erols, it implies fuch a icmfe of its compara!i\'e worth, as 
prompts him to a public and open prvidlion of eileem, 
l\'ith a fovereign contempt of the judgment or conoua of 
others, ,,-IIU fet tlleillfel\"es in oppofition to it. GJor}9iilg 
always fignifies the declaration of our mind to others; and 
is not ill illufirated by that e.preffion of the apotUe Paul in 
\\lriting to the Romans, chapter i. 16. "For I am tlot 
" afhamed of the gofpci cf Chrifi: for it is the power of 
~~ God U1~tO (alvation, too evely one that believeth, to the 



., Jew fi..(i, amI alfo to the Greek." The oppofition he. 
t~v~ell the fentiments of others, antI his 0\\-11, he oftcll 
mentions; as 1 Cor. i. 18. u ~or the preaching of the 
" trois is to them' that perifh, foolifhnefs: but unto us 
" which- are f;l\'ed, it is the power of God." And verte 
23. U But we preach Chritl crutified, unto the Jews a 
"fiumbling-block, and ucto the GreeKs foolifhl1efs; but 
u unta them which are calkd, both Jews and Greeks, 
" Chrill the power of God, alld tIle \\'ifuom of Goo." 
"-hen he glories in tIle crofs, tllerefore, it implies an optll 
:liltl refolute a(lherellce to this (lcfpifed cauft!. 1--his mean .. 
iug is particularly carried in the word cross.. It had been 
Jets \\rOllder, if he had Jaid, he glorietl in his Sa\"iour"s 
tli\-ine po\vcr exerted before llis crllcifixion, or tll:\t the 
gloried in llis (riUnlpilant reJurrettioll, ancl exaltation to 
the right llallu of God after it; but, illfiea(l of this, he fays 
he gloried in his fr!JSS, in Ilis v~ry abafenlent, in what \vas 
mon vile and contem ptible. 

1\ late very eminellt \vriter allll champioll for the crois, 
ill a fermon on the i'iune (ubjeCt, makes a remark to the 
fOllowing purpofe: " • That through the veneration of 
.. , many ages, and the difufe of that punilbmen~ alllong 
" lIS in the execution of malefac.l:ors, tIle \vord frusS (loes 
,~ 110t carry to bare an idea to our Dlillt.1S; bllt that in the 
I' ear of a Galatian, it founcleu as if the apoflle 11ad laid. he 
" gloric(l in a galio\\"s, a gibbet or a llalter." Alld in a 
Iltlte UpOll this paffage of the ierillon, \\'hen pullliflled, lle 
expreffes himfelf thus: "Some perfons, I atn informed, 
,. were difgufted at thefe wortls, halter, gallows, ;)bbct, 
4.. tlley are fo horridly contempril)le: to whom I \\·ouJd 
.. , reply, That the crois, in point of ignominy, implied aU 
" tllis; and in point of torture, much Olore. Unlefs the 
H Englifh reader forms to himtelf fame fuch image as this, 
-, lle \vill ne,rer be able to apprellend the fcandalous na .. 
• , ture and 1hocking cirCutllfiallces of his divine mafter's 
'~death. The words, I mllfl: confers, \vere diverfified, and 
" the felltimellt loeiteratecl, 011 purpore to effeCt the nlilld 
" witfl this aflotl.i.l11illg truth. Neitller call I prevail "'itll 



" myfelf to e~:pnnge the e~prdlions, unl('fs I could fi:l'
" f!itl~te o~hers of a more igllomil)ious and txec~bJe im
U port in their reom. Only 1 would beg the r~rio~~s rt'atkr 
" to frel:d a moment in the fcHm",ing rdl~Aion. Is it !~), 
" that a polite and delicate e:lr can hardly endure fo mnr:l 
" as the 1o~lnd of the \vords? How aillazillg then \\ as the 
:, con(lefcention, ho,,- charming :l11d ado~ble the ~nel\ 
" of Gad's iJllltlriolls Son, to bear ali th:lt is tignifi«l hy 
" thete illtolcrah1y ,"jJe ternl~ bear it ~il)ingli·' ~ar it 
" c)leerfu11,·, for \lS nlen, and O\lT ia)\ltation !" 

.J .. 

Before .:onc1uding this head, it win be proper to ohfe~" 
in what it was the apofiie did not glory. "rhere is plain
ly a tacit oppofition in the form of his ex pT't."fflOn, to fOOl«! 

things in \\'"hie}lothers ,,·ere apt to ~lory, and he as beam .. 
ly de:pifeJ: "Gcd forbid til!\t I fl10uld glory, la~e in th~ 
U cro';' of our Lord Jefm~ Chrift. u He fays in gen(,fal .. 
Phil. iii. 7. "But what things were ~i1i tc- me,: thor:: I 
" counted 10rs fer Chrift.'J '\Ye find elfe\,~here, in his 
writings, exprefs mention of thore partitulars which he 
renounced as any fuhjea of hooDing.. I .. His Je:tming as 
a fcholar; 2. His privileges as a Jew; 3. E\'en his ~al 
and aaivity as a minifier of Chrift. Let us confi(ler eacll 
of tJlefe by itfelf. 

I._ He would nct glory in his learning as a frho).lr. 
The apoftle Paul had been brought up at the feet of Ga
maliel, and feems to ha,'e been well accomplifhed in e,"e
ry branch of hllman fcience. Yet Jle fpeaks of it \\'"ith 
great negle8:, or rather \vith a nohle (lifoaill, ",.hen C011~
pared \vith the dOCtrine of the crofs: I Cora i. 17. c~ J.'or 
" Chrift fent me not to bapthe, but to preach the gofJlel : 
" not with \vifdom of \,~or(is, left the crofs of Cllriii ihOll!(l 
" be mr~de of none effe8:," And again, verfe 19., 20. '" For 
" it is written, I \,;-i11 defiro}p the \\"ifc!om of tlie \\-ife, 311(} 

" will bring to nothing the underflanding of the pru(knt. 
" 'Vhere is the \\'ile? ,~-here is the fcrihe? \\:here is lIlt! 

" difputer of this wor)(l? ha:h not God m.,de foolifh tJ}C 
" wif<.iom of this world?" It may perhars be afl~ed, "nat 
is tlle meanillg of this renunciJtion ofhuman Jearning and 
wifdom? Is there any real oppofition between learning 
~!~d the crots? \Voulj not the legitimate ure of human 



ltiftlom lead us to embrace it: To this I -anf\\ er, th~t it 
a«ms to imply tlleac th~ ,hm~~, 

(1) An admiration of :~~ til\"1le g:c~' in t!:~t which 
had not I'll it an>' ~fthe ll~;lrks o:~)lun~~I. u'ia:;ocl: in COIl

'Cqtl~nce cftbis, a l:a"ali .,U~~ncc ,(\ t~ \!~1r,uc: 01 the 
cl~l~ tllOllgh thofe \tho ,\'ere ,,'i:e in tht,:r c\\'n eel,celt 
might ~ tenapled to dc:jpiiC it, all\.l to lidplfe him 'or i=s 
like .. 1'his glc3t tcJ!6lar, theil, \\':\S not \'ll\\'i!!i)l~ ttl ;l;fr~r 
:he derifiQl1 ~:ac1 ~O:l:Clllpt cj'o:hel !t~hollT~ :or I)is ~Iun in~ 

'-' . ~ 

'h t': III t ~ ~:o.s. 
(::) It implies fuch a ft.perl"'tin~ ~(lmintitln of this gIc, 

f!OllS :ltl(l iJlteretling ol~tt.l\ th:lt 3!1 tll~ kno\\~I('(l~ he pc.!~ 
:~'f~I, ao(i the hMiOr he COlI),1 oth~n\"itC aCtl,.ir,--, IttDklJ 
~u iliall Ull\\"ort)l)· of feg'.lfU: his ,ltteotion \\'as \\'ilOil)· fix

l"d llpon, amI his :dft.~tic:ms wholly engro[cd b)'.. his Rc
i!et:'llt!r~s crufs .. 

(31 It imphl'tl, that though he certa.inly (\\!~ht .. and cer
tainly did ufc: the noble F-rts and &cCOmpliOlments CliO 

which he was poffdfcd, u'i,h 2e:tl in his mali!:r's taufe: 
,~et he ditl it with that hUlnllitv and feJf:deni~), \\'ith that 
~ ~ 

noble COll!empt of v~in enlbellifhments, \\'hich iho\\·fd he 
\,,~S no~ buildillb a Dlonument to hinlfelt: bllt seeking the 
hOllor of his S.\"iour. tt}'he doclrine ~ tile crofs IhOtilJ bt: 
tre~te(l ill a n\anller filnle hOlY correfpoll(l~llt to it; not 
\\ ith a le~rned and ouentatiollS felf:(ufficienc,", bl!t \rj,h ~ 

• 
meek anti trlllyevangelical ielf.tlenial. 

l\IiUAke me not, my brethren: I anl nct freaking~, 
gainfi le~nill~ in itfc:lf; it is a prec;ous gift of GUt~, antI 
ro3)- be happily improvec.i in tile fer\'ice or t:ie g(\fpeJ; l)llt 

1 will venture to fay, in the fpirit ot the apoftJe Paul's 
'\~ritings in genernl, and of tllis p~flage in r~~rtiClJ!:tr, 1-\('

curfed he all that leanling which I:::ts iddf In oppoJition to 

the crofs of Chrifl! l\ccllrle~l he a~1 ti~at lea!'llil1~ \\·hjl·J~ 
flifguifes or is alhamed of the croi~ oft:ilrifi! :\ccllrfeclO<· 
~l1llhat learning \\·hich fills the f()(lnl tlltlt is (!llC to r!le crofs 
of Chritt! And once more, ACCl,rit(1 be (tIl tllCit i-:·;trllill~' 
\\lllicll is not made fubfer\tiel~t to tile Il()110r all(1 glory l,f 
the crofs of l~hrifi ! 

\VeU then, the Jearned and el0luent apoft1e renounced 
the wifdom of wonts; and how' d·) we apply this in geli~ 
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,. .. l? By a {mail comparative efieem of an natural advan. 
tages; anu by thillk!llg it, in the heart, a greater hOllor 
aJ}(1 a 11j~her privi1cge to fit do,,-n at Chrill's table, anti to 
iilld acceptallc~ \\·ith hiln, tJlan to poffefs beaut}r, \viiClonl, 
learning, rit.:hes, and honors in the hihhefi poffible perfec
tion; alit! Illay God grant that e\'ery Olle in tllis affelnbly 
Jala}l" be able! to f"a}', ill fillcerity, that, in ")lat tllillgS 11e 
thinks he excels, thde he is willing to "count lofs for 
" Cahrifi !~' 

2. 1"he apofile would not glory in his privileges as a 
Je' ... ·. 'J'his we find him affirming in many places of his 
\\'ritin~s: Phil. iii. 4. "'fhough I might alfo have COll

,- fi(lellCe ill the flcfll. If a11V other Illan thiilk that lle 
J 

" h~tth \\-hereof lle IliiciI1t truli ill tile fiefl), I lllore: (~ir-
Ii ciuncifed the eighth day, of the flock of Ifrael) of the 
't tribe of Bellj~\l~lil), all Hebre,v of tIle I-Iebre\vs; as 
" touching the la\v, a Pharitee; concerning ~eal, perfecu
" tiilg tIle church; touclling the rigllteoufileis which is ill 
,- the law, blailleleis." rro\vard tl1t! latte::r end of the Jew
iih commollwealtn, there was a very prevailing and grofs 
nliflake among them, to look upon their external privileges 
as entitlitlg tlie)ll to tIle favor of G(){!, alltl maki11g a dif
ference bet\\~eel1 tllem ancl others. 'V-e have reafon to be 
Jellfible, that lllllCh of the J~lme difpofitioll is ready to ad .. 
llere to men ill e\lery age. But one great defign of the 
go file I is, to level the l)ri(l'~ of Inall, to tI1r!)w clo\vn all (Iii: 
tillttioll in l)(}int of Illerit before Go(l, and to fllO\V, tllat 
the power of the Redeemer is equally neceIiary to, and 
equally fuilicient for, all without exception: Rom. iii. 22. 

" Even the rightt.ouihe1s of God which is by faith of Je
,~ {us (~Ilri{l Ullto all, allcl U pOll all thenl t11(\t believe; for. 
" tht:re is 110 difference." Rom. x. 12, 'i. For there is no 
" difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the fame 
" Lord over all, is rich unto an that call upon him." Col. 
iii. I I. " \Vhere there is neither Greek nor je\:, circum
" cifion nor uncircumcition, barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
" free; but Chritl is all, allcl in all." 

3· The apofile did not glory in his perfonal charatter, 
llot e\'ell ill his zeal and activity as a millifter of Cllrillt
This appears through the .whole of his writings, where 
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he is at particular pains to tldiroy evc::ry f()lJlubtiou of 
hoafiing or glorying in ourfclvt:s: Rom. iii. ~~~-18. 
" Being juftified li-cdy by his grace, through the rcdc:mp
" tion that is in Jefus Chrifi: whom God hath ftt forth 
" to be a propitiation, througll faitl) in Ilis i11oo{1, to (Ieclare 
C' his rigllteollfiltfs for the relnilIio'l of tillS tllat are paft, 
" through the forbearance of God; to dec1are, I Jay, ~lt this 
:' time his rig~teoufnefs; that he nligllt l'le juf}, all(l the 
(, juftifier of him which believeth in Jefns. 'Vhcrc i5 
" boafiillg tllen ? It is exclu(le(l. J3y 'rhat la\v? of \rorks ? 
" Nay; but by the law of faith. rrherdore \\'e conrh:de, 
" that a mall is jl,{iifie(l b)· faith, \r iti10l;t tIlt! tlce~ls of tC1C 

"la\v.') Na}r, \\,re till() tllat all IllS 1)tlb1ic Jerv:c~s llC 

confiders as quite unfit f(lhj~El:s of boafiing, even when he 
is obliged to mention tll~lll tor )llS 0\\,11 \,ill(lic3tion: 1 

Cur. X\7. 9, 10. " For I am the leaft of the apoiilcs, that 
,~ alll not meet to 11e calle(l an a110ille, becallfe I perfccuted 
" the cllllrch or GOt1. Bllt b~y' tile grace of Go<l I am \vhat 
" I am: and his grace \\'Ilicll \vas befro\\'ed UI)on me, ,\?as 
" 110t in \yaill; but I labored more atlunclantl}' tl1all tI1e~? 
" all: }?et not I, but tIle grace of Gotl \\-11icll \,"as \~·itll 
(' 111t:.)' 

I am perfuaded that thofe who, f:om really Chr:lli~n 
principles\ ferve God in tileir gelleratio!l \vitll tIle greateft 
zeal, \\,ili ~ '! n;oft rearl}? to rel10tinCe all lliea of merit up
on tl1at CI ',~Ollnt· I ha\'-~ re:ld \\'ith pleafilre t~le follo\\·ing 
aCCOllnt of the temrJer exprefftd l)y JOlll1 KI10X, that elui. 
nent inflrul11ent in the reformation, \\rhen he was drawing 
near to his (liflollltion. SOlne perron prefent mentioned to 
him, what comfort he might now have in his extraordinary 
labor and great ufefulnefs ill tIle church: to \v'lloln he 
anfwered, H Forbear to puff up the flefh with vanity, to 
"which it is of itfe1f fufficiently prone. 1-'he port I 
" would be in at, is t}lat of tIle free grace of God, tllrougll 
" the merits of my bleffed Saviour." The truth is, thefe 
are but tIle fentinlents \vhich fhall not only go ,vitIl lIS to 
death, but continue with us to eternity. A deep fenfe of 
redeeming love, and grateful celebratioll of tl1e Redeenler"js 
glory, is not 0111y the language of the chtlrcll on earth, 
hut the delightful worfhip of the church triumphant in 



heaven: R\!\,_ V.II, 11,13. "1\.11d J belleld,atlct Illear(l 
lL the voict! of mallY allgtls rOtlll(l at)out the throne, ancl 
4a~ tIle beatts aIle} tIle eltlers: an(i tI1e nUll10tr of thetll was 
" tell tllolliand tinl~S ten tilOtlfaTld, allei thoufat)(ls of th(Jll
" fimds; !:lying with a loud voice, \Vorthy is the Lamb 
" that '.va:: {bin, to receive power, and riches, and wir~ 
h dom, and ftrength, and honor, and gIOtY, and bJdIiug. 
'\ All(l ever}' creature \Vlllcil is in heavetl, an(\ on tl1e 
,~ eart!l, alltlllntler the eartll, an(l fuch as are ill the fea, 
i. and aU that are in them, heard J, faying, Bldling, and 
''" honor, and glor}', atlu I)o\\'er:. be llnto hiIn that fitteth up
-.;. 011 tIle tilrOlle, alltl Ullto tIle Lamb for ever and e\·er." 

II. \\7" e proc.eecl nOVl to the SCCOlld general head of dif.. 
courfe, ·viz. 1"0 confider what reafon every real Chrif
tiall hatll to glory itl the crofs. Tllis intleed opens to us 
a fubject of the motl amazing compafs and extent. Though 
there is 110~lling 11ere lJut \Vllat is \Tile and contemptible to 
an unbeli~villg \\'crlclly miocl; by the e)Ye of faith, every 
thing that is \\?o!lderful, anliable, and valtlable, is difca .. 
\~ere(l in tIle higllefi perfeaion. I cannot particularly 
e:1Ulnerate every fubjeCt of g-IOt1,illg ill the crofs; and 
tllereforf' filall jutl POillt out to YOll tIle three follo\ving 
iubjeB:s of nleditation, \Vl1ich ti10Ugh they ofte11 run into 
OIle atlother, 01 a)' be confidered ill difiinCl. al1d fel1arate 
lights. I. Ffhe glory of divine perfeClion fhines in it in 
the briglltefi n·latll1er. 2. The riches of ' divine grace are 
mallitefted in it to tIle nloil afloni111illg (le~ree- 3- rrhe 
1anttiiyiIlg efficacy of it is [0 tJ anfcellclelltly fuperior to tllat 
of any otller llleal), as mews it to have beell tIle appcint. 
111ellt of illfinite \\7ifdoln. 

I. The glory of (livine perfeCtioll Glines in it in the 
brighteft manner. \Vould we diret.11y contemplate the 
glory of the il1vifible God, as it fililles ill 11is \\rorks alld 
ways? let us look upon the crofs. It hath been lome. 
titl"leS, ancl \7ery jufily, faid of tIle \\'orks of God, that the}" 
l1ave ufllally in tiletll fomethil1g nlllcil more \vQnllcrful 
and excellent than app.ears at 'flrll view. It hath alio been 
further obferved, that, in this refpcct, there is a complete 
contl"aft and oppofition bet\reen the works of the Creator 
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and thole of the creature. Every thing that flows from 
God, the more ftri81y \\'e examine it, al1l} the n-lore per
fc:8:ly we know it, the more we fhall admire it; but evc::ry 
\vork of the creature, the nlore perfecti}1 it is knO\\·11, the 
more its inherent weaknefs always appears. This difca
vers itfelf, eve .. i ill cOlnparing the produce of the fiel<.l with 
tIle effeCts of human art. Naturalifts obfer\'e, that the 
fincic and mort admirable human mallufatiures, \\9hefl 

feen, as by a finer fenre, with the afiiftance of a micro
tcope, appears quite coarfe and irregular; but that if you 
look at a pile of grafs, or any thing natural. with the fame 
afliUance, you will fee ftill more exquifite and delicate 
firokes of the almighty operator. 

If this is the cafe even in the material pro(ltlt1ions of 
natural power, how much more mull it be fo in the UIl

fearchable myfieries of God's fpiritual kingdom? In none 
will it hoI(l more thaIl in this chief of the \\torks of Gocl, 
tllis glorious tll0Ugh defpifed object, the crors of Chrifi. 
Here indeed the glory of God appears in all its InUre. It 
appears in fo Orong and fo various lights, that the higheft 
angels are employed, delighted, and Joft in the contem
platioll of it: I Pet. i. 12. " 'Vhich tl!illgS tIle angels tle
fire to look into." Eph. iii. 10. "To tile intetlt tI1at 
,. no\v unto tile prillcipalities alld powers in heaveil)Y 
" pJ?CCS, migllt be kllO\Vn by the chllrch the lnani101d 
,~ \v~~:loln of God." 0 what a difplay of po\ver in tIle 
Ullioll of God and man! \Vhat an almiglity arOl was re
quired to make thefe things meet, which were infinitely 
dift~ .. nt! 1'he Creator of the ell(ls of the eartll bf)rll of a 
,vornarl! the Self-exifient becolne a ft!eble infant! the 
Lord of glory covered with fhame! The Judge of aU con
demned to fuffer! 'fhe Author of life gh·ing up the 
ghoft ! 

What unfearchable wifdom appears in finding a vitVm 
able to hear almighty vengeance! in fiading a way oy 
which fin might be at once punifhed Pond pardoned, jut: 
tice fully fatisfied, even where mercy IS extended! Little 
\VOllder illdeed tr.at tI1~~ angels defire to look into tllis 
myftery. They had tailed the fruits of divine benignity 
in the happinefs of innocent creatures; they hac.l i,en the 

,," OLe I. 3 D 
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glory of divine jufiice in the perdition of the rebel-angels; 
but the crofa of (~hrin was the tirfl thing that (iifcovered to 
then) t~e glory of diville Blercy, in pardoning the chief of 
finners, \vithout itl the lean obJcuring th~ brightnefs either 
of juftice or holinefs, nay to the illuftration of both. In 
the crofs of Chrifi there is a more awful and penetrating 
view of the jufiice and holinefs of God, than could have 
been given by the irreparable defiru8ion of the whole race 
of Adam. And at the fame time, his not u fparing his 
" 0\\'11 Son," but " delivering him up for \lS all," is a more 
aftonifhing effeCt of love, than pardon \vithout fatisfaCtion 
could have been, had that been a thing in itfelf poflible. 
'fhere is no end or mealure to our views of this fubjeCl: ; 
but I hope many of you will now fay, with the apoftJe 
Paul, \\'hat I dare fay he has not yet done repeating in 
heaven, Rom. xi. 33, " 0 the depth of the riches both of 
" the wifdom and knowledge of God!· how unfearchable 
" are h;s judgments, and his ways paft finding out!" . 

2.. The riches of divine grace are mar;:fefted in the 
crois of Chrift to the moft afioni1hing . degree. It is not 
D1erely a wondemll \vork of God, \vhich all t: is intelligent 
creatures may behold with admiration, but it is a defign 
in which we ourfelves have an immediate and an infinite 
concern -: For, Ifa. liii. 5- ,,, He \\'as \VO'lrlded for our 
"tranfgrcffions, he was brQifed for our iniquities; the 
" chaflifenlellt of our peace was upon hinl, alld with . 
c.t his flripes we are healed." 0 what an amazing difplay 
of unmerited love! Every divine perfeaion indeed ap
pears in it very dearly, but chiefly love. The tender 
mercy of our God predominates, aCtuates, and reigns 
through the whole. Chrifl's undertaking, in general, is 
tile frllit and evi(lence of the everlafiing ]O\"e of God: 
John-iii. 16. " For God fo loved the world, that he gave 
U his only begotten Son, that whofoever believ(=th in him, 
" fhouid not perilli, but have everlafiing life." Sdlvation, 
ill tIle whole of its ptlrchaie and effeCt, \vas tIle fruit and 
expreffion of the infinite love of Chrift: Rev. i. 5, 6. 
" IT nto 11itll that loved us, and \vafhe,l us from our fins 
" in his own blood, and hath ,nlade us kings and priefis 
U. unto God, and his Father; to him be glory and domi. 
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Ie nion for c\"er and e\'er. Ametl." rrhe believing fOll1 
is never more at a Jots than when attempting to conft.·fs its 
obligations to re(leemil1g If\\·e. The hllnlarl o)in<1 ne,:er 
feels its we"klleJs Illort: lilan when it attempts to cOI1Cei\·e, 
or to illullrate, this truly incomprehenfible fllbjt:ct. 

The grace of retlewption rna}' br confidcre(l arlcl iJlu!: 
trate(l in a great variety of liglltS: It'rolll the greatllefs of 
the miiery from which we are (lelivered ; for " \\'e are 
U laved from wrath through him;" From the greatnefs of 
the happinefs to \l;hich we are entitled; for we are nladt! 
U heirs of God, and joint heirs with ChriU:" }'rom the 
guilt and ullworthinefs of the objecls of tllis love; for it 
was " wIlen \ve "-ere enemies" tllat " \\ge were reconci. 
" led to God by the death of his Son." But befides thele 
c\lnfiderations, there is more than ellough CJf (livine olercy 
to excite our wonder in the crofs of Chrift, the price paid 
for our redeolption. 
. Great fufferings ufually melt the heart to (vmpathy anJ 
tendemefs, though we have no immediate concern in them 
at all: but how muell more mull: every fource nf tender
nefs be opened, when we contider the fufferer as an inno
<:ent periOD, and as fuffering in our rooRl! Remember the 
perrotl, renlt:nlber the nature, Telnember the greatllefs, re
Jnemller the end, of his fllffering; the eternal Son of God, 
tile great Immanuel, covered with fhame, (lraggetl to an 
ullrighteous tribunal, not to abide tile decrees of juflice, 
but to bear the eft'eas of blinded rage! See him, 0 fhock. 
iog fight! blind.lolded, buffeted, and fpit upon, feverely 
fcourgeci, crOWlle(1 witll thorlls, arrayed in pllrple, adored 
ill derifion! See him nailed to the crofs! () fllanleful, 0 
tormenting, 0 moll accurfed manner of death! Is it pof
fible to conceive the grace of this alnazing 11111niliation, 
this infinite conll~fcenfion? I would even call it illcredi. 
("lIe condefcenfion, but that happily it carries upon it this 
great truth, Ffhat God's ways are not as our ways, nor his 
thoughts as our thoughts. Apply it therefore. 0 finner ! 
and fee how it magnifies the love of God. l\r as all this 
abafemcnt, all this {hame, all this fuffering for me? an(l 
flull I not glory in the crofs? Shall I even glory in any 
·t.bing but the crofs? As it lnagnifies the divine power, as 
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it magnifies the divine mercy, fo it magnifi~s the finner. 
Is it any lefs to our honor tban to his fhame ? We can 
never appear fo valuable as Wh~~1 Nlr Calvation is purcha. 
fed by our Saviour's dying groans. . 

3. In the Iaft place, The real ChrifHan has reafon to 
glory in the crofs, for its efficacy as a principle of lanai
fication. Pfhis is plainly impliM in the c1aufe immedi
ately following the text: for" by it the world is crucified 
" unto me, and I unto the world." The apoftle certain
ly has this a1fo in view, when he celebrates the doarine 
of the crofs as the wifdom and the power of GOO unto fal. 
vation. And indeed to eve!}' believer the cro!s .. confIder
ed only as the truth, and as operating by fclith on the Ul1-

derftanding and heart, is fuch an argument to duty, as 
there is not another. in the whole compafs of human know
ledge that may once be compared to it. Dots any thing 
Jet in fo ftrong a light the obligation of God's moR holy 
law? Does any thing fet in fo ilrong a light the infinite 
evil of fin? the infinite holincfs of God? the infinite dan. 
ger of fin? l'-Iuft not the refle£\:ion of every believer be, 
.. , \Vho can ftand before this Holy Lord God? If fuch 
" things be done in the gleen tree, what 1hall be done in 
'" the dry 1" 

But what is the great fource, evidence, fum, and per
feCtion of fanai~tation ? Is it not the love of God? And 
how fhall this be produced? hOlv thall it be preierved and 
improved, in fo etteC\.ual a manner, as by believing vie'Y.'s 
of the crofs of Ch rift , the moil tender and coftly exprefiion 
of his Jove to us? 1 john iv. 19. "'Ve love him; be
" caufe he firft loved us." How does this fiJI the Chriflian 
with indignation againft fin, which he mufi: confider as 
" crucifying him to himfelf afrefll !" &c. How does it 
endear to him his Saviour's commands! bo\v does it in
fpire him with 2eal in doing his win, and fortitude in fuf. 
fering for his caure! Will any thing fo efFe8.ually deter. 
mine us to love our fello\v-creatures, as his cOlnmand and 
example? Will any thing fo effeaually perfuade us to dif. 
charge the mofi: important duties to others, I mean, reek. 
ing their eternal welfare, as the value of a precious foul 
efiimated by the crofs? 'Vill any thing f9 effettualJy dii: 
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pore us to the moll difficult duties to others. 1 mean meek. 
ners, patience and forgivenefs, as the great dtbt cancel!~d 
to us by his fufFerings on the crofs? Is it poffible that his 
o\vn words, in that a\\,ful fearon, Cdll ever be forgotten~ 
" Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do ?U 
I cannot at prefent enlarge further on thefe vie\Vs; but 
well might the apolUe, and well ma~' every Chriftian, glory 
in his Mafier's erofs, for the unf peakabJe benefit he re
ceives from it: For, I C.or. i. 30, Cl Of him are ye in Chrift 
U Jefus, who of God is made unto us wifdom, and righte-
u oufners, and fanaification, and redemption." 

I proceed now to make fome praaical application of 
what hath been raid. And, 

I. From \vhat hath been faid~ you may learn \\9hat is 
the great and leading doCl:rine of the gofpel, the fum and 
fubftance of the truth as it is in Jefus, 'lJ;z. the doctrine of 
the crofs, or Chrift fuffering the wrath of God, to redeem 
us from hell. This was the great defign formed in.the 
councils of peace, early intimated in the firft promife; gra
llually unfolded in after ages, and completely manifefied 
in the fulnefs of time. The Saviour was the fuhjcCt of 
the ancient promifes, the hope of the atlcient patriarchs, the 
fubfiance of the New-Teftament difpenfation, and the 
bunlen of the everlafiing gofpel. He faith of himfelf, 
Rev. i. 8, " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
" the ending, faith the Lord, \\Thiell is, a11d ~·llich was, 
" and which is to come, the Almighty." On his glorious 
charaCler, and precious blood, the infpired apofiJes deligllt
ed to dwell. Did they then miftake their mefTage? did 
they millead their hearers? No; it was, and it (hall ever 
remain an unchangeable truth, \Vllat the apofiJe declares, 
I Cor. iii. I I. "For other foundation call no nlan la,', ., 
c, than that is laid, which is Jefus Chrift." 

On this foundation, every thing that is agreeable to the 
will of God, in doClrine or practice, ,nun. be built. Every 
ot~!r part of the word of God derives light and beauty 
from the crofs; every other part of the word of God de. 
rives force and meaning from the crofs; every other part 
or the word of God derives life and efficacy trom the crofs. 
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Let llS tl1(refore relneolber its influence aT)(1 value, antI 
11ever )o'e vie\Y of it. Let us defpifc tile igllorant rea 
preaches of thofe who flander it as unfavora~le to Illora! 
\,irtue. I dare not j~l}· indeed, that it is very favorable to 
an oflentatiolls parade of human merit; but 1 am fure it 
is the only way of producing felf.denied obedience to the 
'\'ill of Gotl. 

2. From what hath been faid, you may fee the guilt 
and danger of the ellemies of the crois, and at the fame 
tilile may learn who they are \vho deferve this charaCler. 
-fhey may be divided into two diftiotl c1affc~s: I. Thole 
who are enelnies in principle to the crofs, who have no 
felite of their O~"ll un\vorthinefs, of the evil of fin, or the 
lleceffit}, of all atonenlent. Such nlay fometimes retaill 
the nallle of Chriflians, and contend that they OUgllt to 
retain it, \\-bile they oppofe, with the utmoli: virulence and 
Jnaiice, its DlOn important and fundamental truth. I 
callnot tllillk, \\lithout horror, on the guilt and ingratitude 
of all fuch perfons, and the fearful punilhment which they 
1hall meet with at lall, when this defpifed Saviour" fhall 
u come in the clouds, and every eye fhall fee him." 2. 

-fhey are alfo enemies to this tnlth who are governed in 
temper and pra8ice hy a fpirit direCtly oppofite to that of 
the crofs. l'he fhame and reproach which the crofs im. 
pI iet! are not fufficiently attendeu to, nor the humility and 
ielf-denial neceffary to all thofe who would be the £0110\\'
ers of a crucified maller. Are there not many who will 
have no ~e)igion but \\·hat w~ll be pliable, and atcommo
date itlelf to the maxims of the world? Loaded with pru
dence, tiley are unwiiling to llreak meafures, either with 
the good or the bad. Dazzled with human pomp" they 
defpile every thing ill religion, but what, either in fub. 
ftance or circumftances, is gratefui to human pride. Fa
fhionable praCl:ices.. however dangerous or vicious, they 
have not courage to oppofe. It were well, if they would 
confider the ancient fornl of confdlion at baptifm. Do 
}'OU renOUllce the devil, and all his \vorks? I do. Do 
you renounce the world, its pomps, its pleafures, and its 
vanities? I do. And this ll'as not merely Heathenifil 
idolatry, and cel"elnonics of falre worfhip, but that indul .. 
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~nce of vanity, and that gratification of appetite, in which 
lVorldly men, in every age, place thC!ir fuprt:me ddight. 

3. 'Vhat hath been raid may ter\'c Jor the fllpport and 
confolation of real believers, lln(lt!r tIle trials to \\-hicil 
they are expofed in the preft:nt nate. It is melancholy to 
think, how frequently, and how ealily, we are unhinged 
by diflrefs; \vhat difcontent and impatience we arc: apt to 
difcover under fuffering. Alas! my brethren, are you 
not alhamed of impatience, when you conftd~r the U,l· 

paralleled fufferings of your Redeemer in your room? A 
believing vie\v of tIle SaviOllr's crofs, Olle ,You](} think. 
might flop every lnoutll, an(1 compofe e\'ery murmtlrillg 
thought. Has he fuffered fo much for us? and fhaH we 
refute to fuffer from bim, and for him ? His fufferings 
fhould make us patient, as they fhew us the evil of fin, 
and what we have deferved. Did we reaUy deferve aveng. 
il)g wrath? and fhall \ve dare to complain of fatherly cor· 
refiion? Did he JuKer \vith patience ,vho did no fin ? 
and {ball we complain who are punifbed lefs than our ini· 
quities deferve ? His fufferings fhould teach us patience, 
becaufe they take away the bittemefs and ma1ignity of Ollr 

fufFerings, and tum them from a poifon to" a medicine : 
he hatll exhatll1ect, if I may flleak 10, tile \vhole \vrath of 
God, and left nothing for us but what is highly fc'llutary. 
And as he hath changed the nature of all the fuflerings of 
lite, he hatll taken a\vay the fling of death, which is tIle 
end of all our fufferillg. 1'llat lllood \Vllich fpe;\ks peace 
to the wounded fpirit, fhould be a healing balm to the 
\\·ollnderl 00<.1 v. 

~ 

But of aU the different kinds of fuffering, if we pretend 
to glory in the crofs, we ought to be lean afraid of the re
proach thro\vn upon us for adherence to our duty. 'J·o 
glory in the crofs, is indeed to glory in ihanle. 1'lle tor'll 
of expreffion ufed with regard to Peter and John, ACls v. 
4 (, is ~ery remarkable. 1'hey departed from tIle pre
fence of the c03ncil, rejoicing that they were counted wor
thy to fufter filame for his llanle. It wou leI greatly tel1J 
to fortify us againft this trial, jf we would lay up in Olir 

hearts wllat hath l'leen raid 0[1 the doCtrille of the crofs. If 
it. is illlpollil>le to avoid it, we D)uft needs fit dO\·.ll com.-
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poredly under it. And if our attachment to (lur great 
maRer is what it ought to be, we will chearfully follow 
hilll even ,\ .. ithout tile camp, bearing his reproach. 

4. ]n the Illst place, By what hath been raid, you may 
try your title to fit down at the Lord's table, and learn 
your employment there. Thi~ ordinance is a (enfible me
morial of our Re(leemer's crofs alld paflion. It was on 
tile crofs that Ilis body ~·as broken, and his blood fhed, for 
you. Are you then to commemorate it? You cannot 
do fo, either in an acceptable or profitable manner, unlefs 
you c('..n join the apoflle in glorying in it. Have you feen 
any thing of the excellence and aluiablenefs of this defpi
feu objefi? Nothing fo taRdefs and infipid to the proud 
and feU:righteous; nothing fo delightful and refrefhing to 
the broken in healt. Have you feen any thing of the glo
ry of the true God, in the fufferings of Chrift? and can 
you fay with the apoftle Paul, Heb. ii. 10. "It became 
"hiln, for whom are all thingst and by whom are all 
"things, in bringing many fons unto glory, to make the 
.... Captain of their falvation perfeCt through fufferings." 
Do you fee the glory of infinite mercy in the crofs? and 
are Y011T 11earts drawn with the cords of love to him who 
" loved you, and ga,,"e himfelf for you?" Have you expe. 
rienced the fand:ifying influence of the crofs? are your 
corruptions weakened and mortified by looking upon it? 
Is it your unfeigned defire, that they filay be finally de~ 
ilrGJ7ed by it ? 

To draw to a conclufion of the fubject: I cannot point 
out your duty to you ina manner more fuited to this day's 
employment, or more proper for your after fecurity and 
comfort, than to turn the three reaions for glorying in the 
crors into the form of exhortations. I befeech you, my 
beloved hearers, contemplate the glory of God in the crols 
u[ Cllrift. See hirll, infinite in po\ver, infil!ite in \vifdom, 
jilfinite in holinefs. You lnay fee a faint emblem of his 
glory in the book p£ nature; but you can only fee his 
tranfcendent majefiy in the book of God. And may "he 
" who at firfi commanded the light to fhine out of dark. 
H nefs, fhine in you~ hearts, to give YOIl the light of the 
U knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus 
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" Cllrift !"....--A(}ore, an(l appJ}· the riches of (li"ine gnce. 
Let the convillced, fearful, trenlbling {inner, 11)· to this 
atoDillg b)ood~ Tell llis hope upon it~ ant) be tecllre.-.4~lld 
negleCt: not to ufe the crots of Chrifl for mortifying ygur 
corruptions. Let YOllr views of it no\v be li,'eJ}, and 
ftrong, and carry the fame impreffion away, to be yv!lr 
great prefervative from daily temptation. ~fak"! O!i image 
of tl,P crofs in "'Ollr houfes: but let the remelDbl-ance of 

pi 

it be ever on }'our hearts. One iiveiy vie\v cf this great 
object \viII cool the flames of unclean luft: one lively view 
t)f this great objea will make the unjufl man quit his hold: 
O~le lively view of this tremendous objeCt ,\--ill make tIle 
angry nlan drop his \\reapon: 11ay, one look of mercy 
frOnl a dying Saviour ,,-ill lnake even the covetollS man 
open his heart. In one ''lord .. believing vie,,-s of tIle crofs 
of Chri!! \\FiJI unite the Chrifiian more and more to a re· 
concilell God, ",ill make his prefellce comfortable, llis 
\VOrfllip delightful, . and excite a hunlb1e IOllgil1g for lll:lt 
time \vhen \ve thall fee him no more tbrough the help of 
thefe elements, b"lt as he is in Ilimfelf, exaltell on llis 
throne, where his worfhip and fervice are everlafting. 
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TIlE ""ORI~D CRUCIfIED BY THE CROSS OF CiIRI5T. 

SERMO~\T 9 • 

.............. 

GALATIANS vi. 14- Ian cJaufe. 

-- .By uJhom the- wQrld is crucified to m~, t.:1UJ I 'into tltt 
world. 

T HE charaCter of a fervant of God i~ fometimes de
fcribed in fcripture by particular difpofitions or in

fiances of obedience, and fometimes by a general view of 
the fpirit tllat runs through the whole of his temper and 
carriage. Each of thefe ways has its own advantage and 
ure. Each of them is to be found in its proper order in 
the holy fcriptures, and ftands there as a proof of their 
fulnef.c; and perfeCtion. The whole of this pa[age, but 
particularly the Iaft daufe, upon which I am now to infift, 
is of the general kind, and, in the apofile's own example, 
gives us a very comprehenfive view of what Ollght to be 
the temper and difpofition cf every real Chrifiian; "By 
"whom," that is, by ChriH c .. ucified, or, " by which," 
that is to fay,. by the crofs of ChriH, "the world is cruci
" fied unto me, ancl I utlto the world. " 

This defcription will ferve, if carefully attended to, as 
a trial and touchfione of fincerity ~ and, in particular, will 
ferve to difiinguilh real religion from fome of its mofl: de
ceitful and plaufible counterfeits. At the fame time, it 
will furnifh the fincere Chrillian with very important di. 
reCtions for his prefervation and improvelnent, by point-
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ing out the moft: fatal and dangerous rocks of temptation, 
",hich it is his intere!l to avol(l. Having e"xplained the 
'Words in my difcourfe upon the former part of t!te vt!rfc:, 
] now only obferve, that tIle propofition contaiilea in tllelll 
is "1'hat the wor}cl is crucified to tIle believer, and lIe to 
" the world, by the crofs of Chrifl." This naturally re
folves itfelf into two parts, which I propofe to conlider 
diftinaly, 'f1iz. 

I. \Vhat is the import or a believer's being crucified to 
tile world, and the ,vorld to him. 

II. 'Vhat influence the crols of Chrifl hath in producing 
this effeCt. Having done this, I will, 

III. Make a praCtical improvement of the fubjea. 

I. FIRST, then, we are to confider the import of a be
liever's being crucified to the world, and the world to him. 
This feems to cleferve the greater attention, that thr.:mgh 
the whole New l'eflame.nt, there is a direEl: oppofition 
flated between the world and the difciples of ChriSt; an 
oppofition of charaCter, an oppofition of interetl, and a 
continual confliCt in confequence of both; John xv. IS, 
19. "If the ,vorld hate you, ye know that it hattd 111e 

,~ before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world 
" would love his own; but becaufe ye are not of the \\ orId, 
" but I have chafen you out of tile \\"orld, tllerelore the 
" \vorld hateth you." In this paffage the ,,,orid feelns to 
be taken chiefl}7 for the men of the world, or its inl.al1i
tants. It is, however, taken in a more extellfive iellie ill 
the two following: I John ii. 15. "Love not the w(rld, 
" neither the things that are in tIle world. J f allY I:lan 
~, love the world, the Jove of the }t~ather is not ill Jlilll." 

I John v. 4. "For \VIlatfOever is born of G()(l, ovcrcometil 
u the world: and this is the viCtory that overcometh the 
'4. \vorld, even Ollr iaith." Here, no doubt, it fignifies rlot 
only men, and our hopes or fears from them, but every 
thing in the prefent life that may be the objetl of· ~arnal 
affection, of finfll1 or undutiful attaChtnellt. 

The exprefiion in the text, "The world is crucified to 
"me" is figurative; but abundantly plain, and excee~
ingly firong. It might be confiderecl v~ry eXlenlively, 
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and fe\"era) thin~ upon it may pT'obahly aftenvanls occur. 
l.ct it fi;ffice 3t prefent to make t,,·o obfervations. J. rrhis 
intimates tile fil1cerity 3n(! he,lrtinefs of the be1i~ver's OIl. 
p(llition to the world. It mull be n:memben:d, that cru
dfixion was a death the mon painful and rlifgraceflll that 
cOlllrl p\1ilihJ}- be inflifled. \\"'~en this image theretOre, 
i~ t)()rrtl\ved, ancl 31)rJiecl to tIle be)iever~s reparation from 
tile ""{lrlcl, it in~pJies 110t Oll)Y all indifference to it, bllt 
the mon fovereign contempt of it, from :he deep.::!l and 
ftrdngeU conl,i8ion of its al'fuJute ,-anity. Nay, as no 
perfons ,\~ere crucific(t, bllt who ,vere hatecl ~s ,,·cll as 
defpifed by their jtld~es, to be c.:rucified to the world, im
p1ies an llnfeigned ai>llorrence of its pollution, and a dl~ad 
of being enfll\\·l'(! b,,. it . .. 

~. 1~lle f~tl11e tiling illtim~tes the perpetuity antI fixed-
nefs of the t:llriftian's oppofitioll to the world. Thole \\-ho 
\\-ere Cfllcifie<l \\·ere <levoted to detlnlflion, w~n they 
were nailed to the tree; they were not only tormented fot" 
a feaftlO, but fixed there till death concluded the fCf>ne: 
fa I apprehend the :poftle intended to jignify~ by tl!lS e~
preffion, his final feparation from the world, \vitbout the 
leaft hope or defire of ever returning to it. 

After taking this fhort and gener-al view of the import 
of the expreUion, it \\till be ncceffary more dimnroy and 
fully to confider what is implied in being crucified to the 
,,'orltl. This Qllgllt to be done "rith the greater care, that 
it is at once an important and difficult duty. To be truly 
crucified to the \vorl(l, I am afrai(l is exceeding rare; Clild 

e\~en thore \vho are 10 in 1incerity, upon the whole, are far 
f'roln being fo in the degree that they ought to be. Irfne 
puniOlment of crucifil:ion is a ftrong image, in one par. 
ticlilar, of the bel!e\lcr's charaaer. Thougll it \vas cer
taill death, it \\:,\5 flo\\· anti lillgering; fo worJc.llinefs, ill 
many perions, continues long vigorous, and dies very 
llo\vly. 

1"11ere is another reafon for treating this fubjetl: with 
care, that men are very apt to confider futh expreflions as 
extravagant, and carrying matters an unreafonable length. 
1\·tiftakinb the nature of the duty, they are neither COD

cerned themfelves to praCtife it, nor will they allow that 



4,10 

any hotly ~lIe (Jnes fo in reality. I wiU therefore endeavor 
t~ fhe\v you, I. What is not implied in crucifying the 
lvorJ(i; 2. '\~hereill it imme<iiately all(l prope~Jy confifts. 

On the.,hrsl oftbefc, I beg your attention to the follow
in~ partiClJI:lrs. 

I. ·fhe world's being crucified to us, does not imply 
that there is any eviJ in the natural world, confidered in 
iifdf, and as the work of God. 'Tlte whole frame of na
ture. as it was produc~ ad is pre)~ "'"~" ~ by God, snd the 
whole tourfe of Provi(l~nce, as condllCted by him, are 
periealy hultle's. ,\~ e may even fay more, the creation 
carries on it ruch an image of its l\taker, as the materials 
are lble to bear. In this \"i~w, it is our duty to look UPOll 

~: >o! \vilr)<l \\~ilil reverence, and adore tile glory of God in 
:til its parts~ from the higheft to the lowell. The evil arifes 
\yh~ny from ourfelves, and our difpofition to fin. \\"hen 
\\-e fay a corrupt enticing (leceitful world, it is llut another 
\vay of fpeaking for the corruption of the human heart. 

:1. It does not imply that we fhould undervalue or be 
infenfible of prefent mercies. Every gift of God is good, 
it'it be rect!ivetl with thankfulilefs, and ufed with fobriety. 
rfhe nl~re tIle worJ!1 is crucified as it ought to be, the more 
\\t-e \vill tlifcern the g()()(lnefs of God, even in common 
tlleTcies. It is matter of daiJ}' experience, and well \vor
th\-" of obfervation, that thofe \vho idolize the world moft, 
as· an ohjc:a of Gnful defire, do ufually defpife" the world 
nlott, as the fubjeCt or ground of thankfulnefs to G~i. A 
voluptuous, ambitious, or envious perfon, who purfues the 
worM with eagemefs, and never th:nks he has enough, 
is commonly difcontented and unthankful. His eyes are 
1~ \villf ... ]!y fi~ed on \vhat he watlts, that he neither re
Illenlbers nor va)lles what he alreacly 11ClS. 011 the con
trary, the felf-denied and mortified Chriflian, though de
{piling the world as an objefi of purfuit, is yet deeply fen
fi~))e of the kindnefs of Pro\'idence, in his daily prelerva
tion~ or liberal provifion, A mind formed upon the prin
ciples of the gofpel, may look down with contempt upon 
the lufire of a throne, and yet know the value, and feel a 
Jenle of gratitude in the poffeffion of a crumb. 
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3. It doth not imply that the world is urders to a be
liever, even with regard to his fpiritual benefit. It is not 
only certain that he may ba\fe, but tllat he \vill Ila\'e, the 
fanailied improvement of every fhte: Rom. viii. 28. 
" And we kno\v that all things \\'ork together for good, 
" to them that love God, to them who are tIle CfllJed ae- . 
" cording to his purpofe." 1"he t'utle mercies which make 
a wicked man infolent, make a good man thatlkfll). 1'lley 
alfo extend his power of doing good to others. You may 
fee, by our Sa.viour's advice, how the \yorlll nl(l}' IX! pro
fitably employed: Luke xvi. q. "And I f.'ly unt\) you, 
" Make to yourfelves frien<ls of the InalnlnOll of ullrigh-
" teoufilefs; that WheT} ye fail, they Ola)' receive )"ou ill-

" to everlafling habitations." See alfo the account of his 
procedure at the great day, Matth. xxv. 34.-36. 't "'hen 
" fhal1 the King fay unto them on his right hand, Come, 
" ye bleffed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
U for you from the foundation of the world. For I was an 
., hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was thirfiy, and ye 
" gave me drink: I was a ftranger, and ye took me in: 
~, naked, and ye clothed me: I \vas fick, and ye vifited 
" me: I \vas in prifon, and ye caille unto ole.,J 

4- It does "not imply that \\re ought to retire from the 
etnployment or bufinefs of tIle \vorld altogether. 'l'hOllgh 
there is a manifetl danger in being too much involve(l in 
bufineis, as well as too much deyoteti to pleafure; it is an 
error, 011 the other hanel, to place religion iTI volulltary po
verty, in monkifll aufierity, or ullcomman<led maceration 
of the llOdy. This is not doing, bllt deiertillg our duty: it 
is not crucifying the world, but going out of it; it is not 
overcoming the world, but flying from it. 

But let us now confider, direCtly and pofitiv~ly, what 
is ilnplied in the world's being crucified to us, anct we to 
tIle world. And that the after ilillfirations may be at once 
more intelligible and more convincillg, it will Ilot be inl .. 
proper to begin by faying, in general, that we mull be 
crucified to the world in thofe refpeas in which man, at 
his tirf} apofiafy, fell away to the world frool God. While 
man continued in innocence, tIle \vorld, whicll in itfelf 
is without fiain, was never put to any but a facred ute. 
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It was then a theatre of divine glory, as inc.Jttd it is fiil1 ; 
but not a {cene of human guilt, as it is no\\'.. 1t "'as in
tended for a place of trial. ho\\"~ver, in which man was 
left to the freedonl of his o\vn ,,-ill; anti therelo~ it \\'3S 
capable of being abufed.. Thence came that facrilcgiclis 
attachlllcnt to the \vorl(l., from \,"Ilicll il is 10 n\',ch our in
tereft to be eifc:au:lll}~ d~li\·t:fe(l. Bllt to exp!ain tllis olat· 
teT a littl\! more at large, the t-"orltl mull be crucifil:d to 
the believer in the ft'llo\Ving refpcHs; which, tho~~h I 
'confefs they all come at Jan to the fame thing, yet I think 
it is proper and n~ccffary· to mention (liJiil1tll}" ., 

I. As it is I~ SI!~j~ct a1lJ DeCillion G,,, or Q l~mpl(l:i(l" 
t() s;,,- It is vel)" plOlin. th!tt howc\·er t~u)tlcfs and escel. 
lellt tIle whole \~orks of nature and providt:nce are in th~nl
Jel\les, from the corruption of our nature they become the 
food of carnal affc:tlion,. the fuel of concupifCen~e. The 
very liberality (\f Providence, and rich prov"lion made 
for the fupply of Otlr wants and the gratification of our 
appetites, becomes a temptation to grofs renfuality~ and 
crilninal indulgence. rl"'his is ,,·ell defcribed by the 
apoftle John, 1 Ep. ii. 16, "F (if" all that is in the world~ 
"the luft of the ftefh, and the Illfi of the eyes, al1d the 
~. pride of life, is not of the Father~ hut is of the \\'orkl .. " 
III this vie\\·, we Ollgl!t to hold it ill the utlnoll abh'lrrence. 
But how is this to hf done? By feriouOy confidering the 
unhappy and po\verful influence it hath in ioliciting us to 
evil. I nflead of being taken with its charms, we ought 
to dread their force, we ought to be fenfible how unequal 
\Ve are to the confliCt, and how unable, without fuperior 
flrength, to keep ourfelves from its pollution. 

lV-hen we fee pc:rfons in honor and power, and are 
tempted to envy their diflinguifhed r~nk in life, we ought 
to confider IlOW naturally exaltatioll tends to illto.xicat~ tll~ 
lllincl, flOW few are able to bear honor or reputation \Vilh 
humilit)" and ho\\' little reafoJl \\-e have to confi(le ill Ollr 

own fieadinefs and r~folution_ \Vhen we fee the fplendor 
of a rich and aiBuent Rate, we ou~ht to confider tIle tlrong 
telnptatioll which comnlonl}, arifes fron) riches, to con
tempt of God, oppreffion of others, fenfuality of temper, 
and fOfzetfuluefs of eternity. Suti~r me, on this fubjcCl. 
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to !nake eVf!lJ man his o,,-n reprov~r. How fc:w are there 
in a rich and aftl!lent fbte, whore conJuCt in the app1ic:\e 
riOIl of riches you c~n wholly approve! Are you not call· 
Randy blaming them for covetoufnels and oppreffion Oll 

the one hand, or prodig?lity on the: olher? Ho\v is it, 
then, that you eptcnain no fufpicioll th~t you }"ourfc.:h-t:s 
would be led aRray by the f~nle nleaDS: I~ Ilat this a 
ftrange infatuation, and blioonels t~ divine truth, e,oeR 
,.-here evCTf wOJd of dIe Spirit of God is ratified by daily 
cx~ri~nce? 
'Vh~n we fee and are tempted to envy the "vo~aries of 

pleafure, thofe who li';C: ddicatdr and fare funaptuoutly' 
every day, we ought to confldc:r u-hat a d~ngeT\l~s ~;1-
fiwing thi~ appel.ite is, how it tleaJs upon men inl~n:i
bly, and at Jaft enflaves thenl abfolutely i 11'-'\\1" Illrd it is 
for the moft cautious to fet proper bounds to it, a..c; wel! a~ 
how dreildful and fatal the exceilive indulgence of it- To 
crucify the world then" as a temptation to fin, is not to 
confider its charnlS by themfelves, btlt u\\·a}-s ill c~ll:!exion 
with their probable efFefb. This kerns to h:we f:.;ggdl\!\.1 
the wife and ,,·ell-concei ved pra>~er of tile prollbet .-\gllr 1 

Prov- xxx. 7, 8, 9. u ·rwo things h:l\'e I required of t.'lee, 
c;, deny Ille them llot before I die. Remoye far fronl IllC 

" vanity allel lies; give Ole Ileirher po,'erty nor riches, 
" teed Ine with fOod con\·ellient for me: left I be full, and 
~, deny thee, and Jay, \Vbo is the Lord? or left I be poor, 
U and iteal, and take the name of my God ill \"ain.' On 
the 1alne tllillg is founded the ad\"ice of So!onl~119 \\·~ta 
regard to th~ fin of !enfuality: Pro\·. xxiii. 3 I- '~l.oak 
,- not thou upon the wine when it is red. when it gh~c:th 
" his colour in the cup, when it moveth itfdf arisht-" 

~. l'he \\'orlll Dlutl lle crucified to the belic:\:er, li~ il 
would b~ bis supremt ftlicil)' orld ,bi~.lg(){)d. T'his :s !l~ 
otherwifc! to ~ diftinguiOled from the former confideration, 
thJ.o as the general cou.-fe and filum of our attc:dions dit: 
lers f,'om particular ~as of tranfgrcffion. It is very ne· 
cdfary, ho\vever, to attend to it; for th~re are many un .. 
der the Ilabitual government of a \vorldl}' mind, \vho (10 
not think themfelves, and who perhaps are llot jufUy 
chargeable with grofs aas of irregularity anJ excc:ls. I 

';QL. I. 3 F 



bl~ed inwardly to think, how many of the ordinary profef. 
fors of religioil are llere illclll(leci. How Inany are there, 
who, if cOllfcience "'ould be faitllfui, nlufi confers, that the 
favor of God, his worfllip, his iabbaths, his people, are not 
their fupreme delight ! Yet that this is effential to real re· 
ligion, or rather is the fubllance of all trtle religion, I thillk 
we have repeated affurances in the holy fcriptures. It is 
plain from the language of the Pfalmifl, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. 
" ,.\rhom !1ave I in hea,,~en but thee! and there is none 
" UI)011 eartll tllat I defire befides thee." It is plain froln 
the fum of the moral 1a\v, Lttke x. 27. "Thou fhalt Jove 
" t:le Lor(l thy G()() \\lith all thy heart, and with all thy 
t_ foul) and \\:'ith all thy firength, and with all thy mind; 
" acd thy neighbor as thyfdf;" as alfo from that trying 
pc,ffage, Mattb. x. 37· "He that loveth father or mother 
" more than me, is Ilot \vorthy of me; and he that loveth 
, .. fon or daugl~ter more than Ole, is not \vorthy of me." 

Take heed tl1cn, lny brethren, to this important truth. 
If the world woul(l keep its difiance, fo to fpeak, it might 
be efteeme(l, alld ufed, in its proper place, and to its pro. 
per elld; but if it \\·ill neecls pretend to be what it is not, 
atld to promife what it cantlot gi\7e, \ve nlull take it for a 
(lecei \Ter, allcl hol(l it in (}eteflation. Your 1\tlaker form
eel YOll for his o\vn glory: He mllfi be the rell and confo .. 
latioll of }'our fOllIs, or they never iliall have rell:; he mnn 
be their happinefs, or they {hall be miferable for ever. But 
if the \vorl(l \vou!(l [eern to be Y'our 11oole, if it promifetll 
}:ou content antI fatisfaClioll, if the poffcffion of it is the 
\11timate ellU at \vhicll you afpire, fo that }70U do not hear
tily, and with affeCtion, look any further, it is ufurping its 
Creator's throlle; aJld therefore do",'"n with the idol, ancl 
trea(l it itl the dllft. 

Is not this the gTeat qllefiion with regard to us aU, 
'''''hether the objeCts of faith, or of fenfe, things prefent or 
things to come, God or the world, has the poffeffion of our 
hearts? A believer who will thankfully receive and ufe 
the bleffings of a prefent world for their prbper end, will 
notwithflanding hold it, and all its polfeffions, in the high .. 
ell: degree of contempt, when compared with the one thing 
needful. He wi111ay, from the bottom of his heart, in the 
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prerence of an all-feeing God, " l.ord, let me nt\'\;r ha~c 
" my portion in this worlJ only. l'he ~lory of a thronc:, 
" the mon illexllaufiil11e 111incs of golJ al1d fil\-cf, '\'ill~uut 
" tllY favor, I \vouJd 110t onl)p llciiliie, but allI1or." 

'Vhence ariies this difpolitioll in the heliever: From 3. 

conviCtion of the unfatisfying nature of all earthly enjoy
ments; from an ill\rarU perJuafion of lIlis truth, 1'llat 
" the world, in its llCfi fl~lte, is altogetl1er va11itJ- ;" frolll 
a fenfe of the infinite difj)roportion between the poffdIioll 
of the creature, an(l the favor of tIle Creator; l')ut, abo\~ 
all, from a deep and abiding <:011\ iCl:ion oi the pre~ariouf
ne1s and uncertainty of all earthly things, I10wcver Ull· 

deniable it is, that the fafllion of tllis \'~urld l)afictll a,,·a~~, 
few there are \vho li~·e ulluer the firo:lg alld li\1ely prac
tical impreffion of it. rrlle decei\ycd hearts of fil111ers be. 
lieve the contrary. IIow weil are they de!cribc:d by tlIe 
Pfalmifi', Pfal. xlix. II, 12, 13. "Their inward thought 
" is, that their hOllfes fllail contil1ue for e\'cr, al1d their 
" d\Velling-places to aU generations; they call their lands 
" after their own names. Neverthe1efs, man bt:ing ill 
" honor, abideth not: he is like tIle beafis that perifll. 
U This their way is their folly; yet their pofierity approve 
" of their fayings !" One woulci think, nothing nlore 
fhould be nece1fary to crucify· the world, than to reflect 
upon the many deicriptions given us in the word of God 
of its uncertain duration; Pial. xxxvii. 35, 36. " I have 
" feen the wicked in great power; and fprea.ding himfelf 
" like a green bay-tree. Yet hc paned away, and 10, he 
" was not; yea, I fougIlt llim, but Ile cotlld not be fOUI10." 
Ifa. xl. 6. "And the voice faid, Cry. And he faid, \Vhat 
" fhall I cry? All flefh is grafs, and all the goodHncfr. 
" thereof is as the flo\ver of the field. " I filall ollI}' acid 
our LonPs defcription of the fudden call of a worldly man 
to death and judgment; Luke xii. 16, 17, 18, 19,20, 21. 

" And he fpake a plrable unto them, faying, Ffhe groun~l 
" of a certain rich man brought forth plel1tifuUy. And he 
" thought within himlelf, faying, \Vhat fhalli do, bt:caafe 
" I h~ve no room where to beftow my fruits? And he faill, 
" This will I do; I will pull down nly barns, and build 
" greater; and there will I bellow all my fruits, and my 



"~ooc.ls. And I will fay to m,- foul, Soul, thou han much 
" goods laid up for Dlany )=ear5; take thine ~afe, eat, 
" (Irink, :\nd be mert)-. But Go<l fait' unto him, Thou 
&, tool, tlu;) night thy ioul fball be ~quired of thee; then 
~, whole fhall t110le thinf~~ be \Yhi~h tl~C\l haft pro'·idt(l? 
" So is he that layeth up treafure lor himfeU~ and is n->t 
" rich to\vards God.' 1 

3. The \Vorld mull be crucified, os it pr~tnuls to ,,~ nt. 
t~ssary to Ollr ftlicity.. This is chiefly dirclted againft 
ttlofe \vho Jove the world to excefs, though at the fanle 
time they at lean pretend to love God more. They feem 
to have cheren God as their ftlpreme; but it does not ap
pear, that they hiiYe \;hui~u him a~ their fuflicient portion. 
1~ne world nill bulks fo much in lneir tye, that they 
kno\v no happineJs or comfort of \\-hich it makes Ilot a 
plrt. They Jeet or think they fee, the infufficiency of the 
\\"orj(l, without the favor of God, ~s a refllge when the 
,\~orld fails; b\lt they can no more refl. fatisfied in God -
withollt the ,\'orld, than in the \vorld withol~t God. I 
h?ve no doubt you will be fenfibJe there are many anlongfi: 
us in this condition . nay, I anl afraicl there will be not a 
few within theOlteh~:- reeredy juUifying this l~haraaer and 
conduct. They will fay, , Is it peffible to deny, that the 
~ world is netdlary to us while l\'e continue here? is it not 
, fo to you as "lell as to us? all(l therefore ~~·hy ihoal(l it 
, not be regarded in this light ?' 

To all filch I anfwer, rrhe world, in a certain propor
tion, is indeed necelfary to us; but this proportion is not 
to he afcertained by us. It mufi: he ld't to the difpofal of 
infinite \vif<lom, \vitllout any conditions. '\Then there is 
a di vorce or reparation bet\veen the believer 3n(1 tIle \,'or )(), 
it is entire anu cOlnplete, \vithollt referve or linlitatiol). 
He gives up all as the objeCt of carnal affeCtion, that he 
may receive again, for a nobler purpofe, that meafure 
\\9hich feelns nece1l:1ry to the fanaified "lill of God. lIe 
• 
is juU in the fituation of a man who, having contraCted 
obligations which he is unable to difcharge, hc.s furrendcred 
llis all into the hancls of' another; arlcl has no further tJfe 
of \\·llat \vas fornlcrly his o\,,'n, than as Inucl1, or as 1011g 
~s thl.! new proprietor 1ball think fit. I know no inH16t 
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that more properly reprefents the condition of the believer: 
with this diflerellce, that in 11uman affairs the cl1311ge i~ 
ufually for the \Vorfe; but in fpiritual thinRs, the renunci
ation is an infinite advantage, and the feeming lors an UIl· 

ijleakallle gai 11. 

'J'hink 110t, 01Y brethren, that tllis is carry9 ing nlatters 
to excefs. It is what Ollr Saviour exprefsly requires of all 
tl13t wOlallJ embrar+ h;s doftrine: Lllke ix. 13. "And he 
" laid unto tlleol ;tIl, If any Dlan \vill come after me, Jet 
" him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs daily, and tQl. 
" low me." )t is imleed Olle of the hard fa}'illgs of the 
gofpel. You have heard it fometimes faid, that everv 
Chritlian muft be a martyr in ref01ution; and doubtiefs 
the world is not thoroughly crucified, unlet'S nur attach. 
ment to every wClrldJy enjny roent, ,,·ithout exception, be 
fo broken, that we are ready to refign it whene"cr God, 
in his Provi(lence, fhaIl fee fit to (lernand it. ":e have 
an excellent le[on to this purpofe, in the trial to which 
OUT Saviour put the young man in the gofpel, with a de. 
cent and regular profdlion: Matth. xix. 21, 22. ~'Jeflls 
" raid unto him, If thou wilt be perfetl:, go and fell that 
" thou hall, and give it to the poor, and thou 01alt h:n"e 
"treafure ill hea\~en: and COlne amI follow me. B1.1t 
" \\,hen the )·oung man heanl that iaying, he ,vent awa}~ 
" forrowful; for he had great po{fcffiOllS." To crucify 
the world, then, is to count no worldly enjoyment what
ever neceflary, either to our prefent comfort, or everlafiing 
happinefs, but to put an abfolute and unfhaken confidence 
in the \vifiioll1 and goodnefs of a reconciled God. This is 
excellently expre[ed by the prophet Habakkuk, chap. iii. 
J 7, 18. " Alttlough tile fig-tree fllall not bJofToln, neither 
,-. lhall frllit be in the \-illeS, tl1e labor of tile olives fhall 
" fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat, the flock fhall be 
" cut oft'ii·om the fold, an(l there thall be no herd in the 
" flails: yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
" God of lDy falvation." 

4. In the lall place, The \vorld muft be cru.cified, as it 
is a separate alld indepCll(/cnt guod, without its clue rclc.. 
lion to God. God himfelf alone is independent. All other 
things nand in an infeparable relation to him, anu flloulJ 
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he ufed in fubferviency to his honor: "For of him, a~d 
" through him, and to him, are all things." Every ra
tional creatllre, \vho continues in, or return ·to his (Illty, 
ditcerns this rclatioll, alld mainlaills this fubferviency. It 
was the firfi idolatry and facrilege, to break the ties that 
join the l\tlaker to his works, and love the creatures for its 
OWIl fake. But he that is crllcified to the \\lorId, ,,·ill COD

fider every earthly enjoyment as the gift of God: he will 
cOllfeJs the goodnefs of Goel in beftowing it, and "lill obey 
the cOlnnland of God in the ute and application of it. 
'rhat this is the duty of a Chriflian, is plain from the ge
neral firain of the holy fcripmres; and particularly from 
this exprefs and pofitive declaration, 1 Cor. x. 31 • U Whee 
" .. ther therefore ye eat or drink, or whatfoever ye do, do 
" all to tile glory of GO(I. " 
. rfhe world, then, as a feparate independent good, or 

as a nlere gtatification of carllal defire, is to be crucified. 
It was not given us for fo lo\v a purpofe as the indulgence 
of aplletite, but for nobler ends. But perhaps it will be 
necelfary to obferve, that fome of the Inyilic writers have 
raifed a variety of improper queftions on this fubjell:. 
Some have affirmed the unIa\vfulnefs of tafting any of the 
fweetnefs of created enjoyments more than was barely 
neceflary for fubfJftence" It is eafy to fee, that it muft be 
very har(l, in Inany fucll cafes, to fix the bouncls between 
neceffity and convenience, ufe and pleafure: hence the 
confcience is involved in unfpeakable and endlefs perplexe 
ity. Upon this I would oblerve, tllat the gelleral refer. 
ence of all things, even common aCtions, to the glory of. 
God, is filfficiently and clearly efiablifhed upon the paf: 
fage of icril)tllre above Inentiolled. But in order to do this. 
in the mon profitable manner, fome fubordinate ends aBo 
nluli be contidered: and tllerefore, not only what is Ile· 

ceiTary to llealth and cOlnfort muft be ufecl \vith tllis vie\,,", 
but the enjoyment of many of the creatures may be allow
ed as the fi'uits of divine bounty, and tending to intpire an 
habitllal cllearfulnefs and gra!itu{ie to Go(l. 

I {hall conclude with giving you thde two general rules 
to be obferved in "he enjoyment of outward mercies. 



I. That we have gre~ter re3fon tu guar,1 agOlinfi r.n~ (\f 
eltcefs :lnd int£mpcrance thm of .bliinent:;:. '''he hrli 
are unfpeakably more common and prev.a:c:nt th3n the 
other: they always have: been ro, and .. Ire alw3Ys likely 
to be fo. If fome few h.we gone into fuperflitit'n, hy ex~ 
traanlinary mortification, thoufands have bc:c;n be t faye. I 
into fin, and at Ian brought to ~nlitioll, by the charm~ 
of a fenfuai life. 

~. If any are in danger of errin~ on tbe oppofite fide .. 
the way to difcover when we are going wrong, is to con
fider, w)lether tile mortification tetltJers \!s nlore fpiri:uaJ. 
and nlore a8ive, or, hy excefs of tcrupulofity, we ar: 
confuming OlJr time, and negle\.~ing our dUly. ·rhe de-

. -c.cits of SA · an are very fubde: he fiUs fome perf OilS with 
fo many drubts upon every PlniCUi:tt', that they a~ m~e 
one \\-110 ffi'lkes little progrefs in his jOlirne}·~ from con
tinual uncertainty, and frequent flopping to enquiR: the 
,,~a}~. It is certainly far better to call)" on the gelleral 
ends of Godts glory, and point to this as our uJlimat~ pur
pote, than every now and thtn to entangle :wad embarrafs 
ourfehr-es with qUeilions of little nlODlent. 

Before pro~eeding to the feCOllt) gelleral head, I 1h~11 
finifh this diicour.e by a few obier\"ations for the improve
nlent of \\-hat hath beell alreatiy {aid. Alltl, 

I. From what hath been raid upon this fuhjeCt, you 
may learll the great il!I~IKJ'''It.IIICC of the (!llty; tht!t it is the 
cliflinguilhillg cnarncrc:r of a real Chrillian, to be crucifi((! 
tCl tIle \,"or)tl, anti the ,,·orl~l to him. Alas! hQ\\· Illa)l,· 

• 
deceive themfeh~es in this particular! How Ill3UY fat;s-
fy themfeh'cs with a name to live, when they are deaJ; 
with a form of godiinefs, wbile they deny the power tbere
of! Ho~v many, with a decent and regular outward pro~ 
fdlioo, ar,~ yet whoHy devoted to the worlt! ! Their Ille
ditatioll d,,'ells upon it; their aff~aions centre in it; their 
care is bellowed upon it; and their delights entirely ftO\V 

from it. Let it be confidered, that there is nothing more 
conlTary to true religion. The world, or created good, is 
tIle great corrpetitor \\rit'-l God for the Ilc~rt. .~Il tile ha
nor and efteem that is given to it is taken from God. ~-\11 
the fervice and obedience that is bellowed upon it is rtiu. 



fed to God. C~l to mind fome of the paJfages of (crip. 
ture re'erTCtl to in the precedinj( difcourfe; particularly 
the following: I John Ii. IS. ~'u>ve not the \Vorld., nei
., tiler t..l]e things tbat an: in the \¥orl(l. It' any mCUl love 
" the \,"orilt, tile love of the F~lther is not in bim." 

ltly dc:"r hrethren, there are many who would look 
with contempt or indignation on tbofe who are guilty of 
particular fCalltlalolls and dif~cef .. 1 fins.. for e~ample., on 
a profane Jwearer, dnlnkanl, or undean perfon, while yet 
they thelnfc:lves &n: as much \veddeu to the world, and 
~ave as great an inward avc:r60u at the pra8ice of piety, 
lilti the po\,"cr of tJ1C fpiritual lite, as 'lIly of thenl ail. 
Other fins are but t...~c body or the members: worldlinefs 
is the foul and tpirit of irrdigion. Other fins are but the 
a6s or exprdJiuns, worlciJinels the inwam principle that 
bi~·c:s thee) lite. 

HGW imporbnt :1 part this is of the: Olriilian charaCter, 
\\'ill pl,li:lly appear fro:n theie t\\ .. o cOllfiderations: I. 

\\:oridlillels anay be itfdf the principle which retlraills 
luc:n from many other fins. A defire of reputation, a de
light in the etleem of others, is often the cauft: of out\\7ard 
(lccency; 11;1)1t, it is llot feldom the.. caufe of apparent zeal 
and emillt:llt h)· peen I)· • 2. Then: may be as great a de. 
gree of lVorldlinefs with, as ,,'ithout a profuffion of piety. 
l'1c:n Inay retain a form of godlinefs chic:.'ly to fet them
lClv~ frte fr~m the reproofs of confcience, that their pre
lent enjoyments may have the higher relifh. Nay, I can· 
not help oblerving, that though covetoufnefs is one of the 
~rofs fins olentioned in fcripture, as entirely fubverfive of 
religion, there is fearcely any fin that can be carried to 
filch a de:glee, without cafiillg off the profeffion of it.
lIenee it plainly appears how important a p..lrt of the eha
ratter of a real Chriftian it is to be crucific:(l to the \\lo"ld. 
'Vithout this the foundeft principles, and the HriClefr pro
fdlion, will avail nothing; for they that are "Chrifi's, 
.-. Ila\1Pe crucified tlle Belli, with its aflcCtions and lulls." 

2.. }'rom what hath been faid you may fee, not only 
the importance, but the great ~xtellt of the duty. The 
\yorld itfelf, and all that is tllereill, in the felafe formerly 
e~plained, olufi be crucified. That you may, in fome 
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nleafllre, conceive the extent of this, confider the conl
mon divifion of worldly enjoyments, viz. riches, honors 
and pleafures. All there. \vithout exceptino, and all 
there equally, nluft be denied by the Chriflian. 'You 
jhall often fee, that the covetous man will defpife and hate 
the prodigal, and evell exprefs the greatefl zeal againft 
riot and extravagance of e,,.ery kind. 1'he fenfualifl, on 
t)le other hand, defpifes the nlifer, as glued to tIle ,,'orId, 
and a flave to the mon fordid of all human paJIions. An(1 
the anlbitious man, eager in the purfuit of hOllor and dig
nity, ,>ainly conceives himfelf fuperior to both. But 
they are all equally oppofite to, and inconfifiellt with the 
fpirit of the gofpel. If your fupreme delight, jf your por
tion and happinefs is here, it is of little conrequfnce wl:e. 
ther your hearts are ret upon " the luft of the flefh, the 
" luft of the eye, or the pride of life. " It is with the foul 
as widl the body: there are many di1ferent difeafes taking 
place in (lif[c:rent parts, and fhe\ving themfel\7es by dif· 
ferent tymptoms, but which will equally end in death as 
their effect. 

3. You may hence learn the difficulty of the duty; to 
be crucified to the world, and yet to lille in the world; to 
be cr:ucified to the world, and yet to poffefs the world; to 
be crucified to the wor1d, and yet to have a great part of 
our thoughts and love neceffarily employed about the 
world. The temptation is ever prefent, and, through the 
corruption and treachery of Otlr o\\"n hearts, fatally firong. 
Ought we not hence to infer the abfolute neceffity of con. 
tinual vigilance, and continual prayer? continual vigi. 
lance in our duty, and jealous of every temptation that 
may be in danger ofdiverting us from it? continual pray
er to the Father of lights, in the name of Chrifi, for fuper. 
natural ftrength ? Everyexercifed Chrifiian know~ from 
experience the danger of the world as an enemy, and how 
hard it is to keep ruch clear views of the things of eternity; 
as to be preferved frorn an undue arid finful attachment to 
the things of time. The worJd is dangerous even to thore 
who maintain an habitual jealoufy of it, and hold it as an 
enemy: how much more mull it be tuinOllS and fatal to 
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thore who love and profecute it as the objea of their thief 
defire. 

4" I fhall now conclude, ,by improving this fubjea for 
the purpofe of felt:examination. And furely no ferious 
hearer will be backward to bring himfclf to the trial My 
beloved hearers I (peak to all of every rank, high and low, 
rich and poor, learned and unlearned, who profefs to bQr 
the name of Chriftians: Are you, or are you not, crucified 
to the world, and the world to you? All real believers an: 
fOe If >you are not, your riches or your poverty, )'our ho. 
noror your fhame, your regular behavior, or even your 
zeal for public duties., will a,"ail you nothing in the my 
of ChrifPs appearance. I am fenfible, that the dedfion of 
the q uel\ion, Vi"hether you are, or are not, crucified to 
the world? may often be attended with no little difticulty .. 
I will therefore, as far as I am able, endeavor to af6ft you 
in the trial. For which purpofe, I beg your attention to 
the following obfervations : 

I. You are crucified to the world, if you do not ba. 
bitually allow your thoughts to dwell upon it, and your 
defires to run out after it. The crofs was an abhorred 
objeCl, which no body could look UJX'D with deligbt'--
W orldlinefs is often as much diicovered bv our defires • 
after what we have not, as by, the ufe or elDployment of 
what we have. There are many \\;hofe great deJight 
feems to arife from the fond expeClations they entertain of 
worldly happinefs to come: na)', there are many who are 
fo llothful as not to purfue the world, and yet feed them
felves \vith the very imagitlation of it.. ~rheir thoughts; 
and even their lallguage, conflan~ly runs upon i(lle fancies. 
and romantic fllppofitions of the happinefs they fhould 
enjoy, were they in fuch or fuch a flate. Now, my bre
thren, he that is crucified to the world \vill make confci. 
ence of refinlinillg tllefe irregular defires; and, from a 
deep conviCtion of the vanity of the wcrld, will find lillIe 
pleafure in the contemplation of it. 

~. Your being crucified .to the world will appear in the 
moderation of your delight and complacency in what you 
poffefs of it. You .wiU not, if I may fpeak fo, give your
lelves up to it, but will always qualify the enjoyment of 



it by :l re&eaion upon its "anity in irklf, and ils fhort 
dunlion as to any connexion .-e fhaJl ha,·e with it. \\Y'~ 

• 
are ready te pity the wWllels of children, wh~n ".~ ti-c 
them apply themfelve$ with (0 Bluch ~a~rners to trifles, 
and fo greatly ddighted with their amur~ments and ~n joy
ments. A JMRn~ locking on them .. hen hotl~ en~d 
at play, will be at once pleafcd to fee them happy, and ~t 
the f~me time fillN with a ~nd~r commiferation of their 
want of ~flcaion. Something or the fame view one cru
died to the world has of aU earthly enjoyment~ Many 
a grown perf Oil _iil tmiJe at the play of child~n, while he 
bimfelf is perhaps as eagerly engaged in the ft:henles of 
ambiti~ in political flru~1es, and cooteRs for po,,·er; 
which are often 3S treat trifles as the play-tbings of chit
d~n, only that they :lre the pla}1t .. things of men. 

3.. You are crucified to the ,,"odd if you ha,-e low hopes 
and e~peaations from it.. It is hope that fUrs us Ull chief, 
1, to aaion in all our purfuits. And fo long as \\t"'e eu
tertain high thoughts of what the world will afford us in 
lome after-teafo~ we are not crucified to it. There is a 
common proverbial faying, "If it wen: not for hope, the 
&, heart would b1uk :" jun f~ when our hopes from the 
wor.d are deftroyed, the beart of the old man is broken. 
\\. e are exceeding ready to think, that were fIlCh or {uch 
a diflculty or uneafinefs removed, could we obtain fucb 
or ruch an adv:mtage in view, we wocld be happy- But 
there is a1wa1$ a deception at bottom.. \\le vainly think, 
that happinefs arifes from the creature; but he that is 
crucified to the world jud~ by paft experience, that it 
bath lillIe comfort to give; and therefore he ,,-ill place bilt 
little dependance \I)lO!l it. 

4- He is crucified to the worl-.l who hath truly fubch:ed 
all in,~idious difpofitions towanls the poOeOaon of it. .rl'here 
are many who feeo} to have little conlfort Irol11 their 0\\'11 
enjoyments; but there is reafon to fear, dld it arifes no! 
fo nluch erolll felf-dellial, as from difcontent. The \\-orltl 
may be laid to be crucified to them, but they are not cru
cified to the ,,-orld. It is by this that worldlint's exprer. 
fes itfelf chiefly in the lower rank of life. Thofe who 
are obliged to live mode.rately and hardly, from mere penu-
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ry, often fhew, by their carriage and language, that they 
ha\?e as much fenfuality in their hearts, as thofe \vho in .. 
dulge their irregular defires to the greateft excefs. But 
he that is crucified to the world, not only fees all its pomp 
and fplendor in others without repining, but will often be. 
llow' a thought of compaffion upon the great, for the en. 
fnaring circoolfiances in which they are pJaced with re. 
gard to their fouls. And furely they are of aU others moll 
to be pitied. A1ay the Lord, in mercy, convince them of 
their danger; and, in the me-an time, preferve his own 
people from being led aUray by their influence and e~:
ample . 

• 
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TIlE "·ORLD CRCCIFIED B\· -;H£ eROS:; OF ClIR13T. 

SERMON 10 • 

••• 

GALATIANS vi. 14- laO: clallfe. 

-- By tIJ/,om the world is crucified to me, and I ItJltD Ih~ 
tvorld. 

I NOW proceed to the fecond thing propofed, Wilich 
was, 'fo fhow the influence of the crofs of Chrifi in 

crutitying the world. This, my bFethren, deferves your 
moft ieriolls attention, as pointing you to the great and 
vital principle of the Chriftian's fanCtilication, the true 
and only fource of fpiritual comfort and peace. The crofs 
of Chrifl is always confidered in the apoftolic writings as 
an objea of the higheft dignity and merit; and the believer 
is there taught to fpeak of it in expreffions of the warmefi: 
attachment and regard. Witnefs the words of the tex.t it
felf, in the preceding daufe: "God forbid that I fhould 
" glory fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift." We 
may perhaps be eafiIy induced, in a time of external qui
etnefs and peace to adopt this fentiment as an opinion, or 
to ufe it as a form; but happy, and only happy, thofe in 
whom it dwells as an ever prefent truth, and operates as a 
daily governing principle! 

Taking the fubjeCt in great latitude, I might obferve, 
that the crofs ~f Chrift being the price paid for the bleff. 
ings of falvation in general, every il1uminating difcovery 
in the nlind, anel every gracious affeaion in the heart, 
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which are the work of the divine Spirit, may be juRly a .. 
fcribed to it. But I propofe,. at this time, to confider it 
Jingly as an objea of faith, and to fhew how the firm per. 
{uation and frequent recollection of this great truth tends 
to crucify the world to us, and us to the world; the rather, 
that we find elfewhere our viftory over the world afcribed 
to faith, and this faith particularly terminating on the Son 
of God : 1 John v. 4, 5. "For whatfover is born of God, 
" overcometh the world: and this is the viaory that over
" cometh the world, even our faith. ~·ho is he that over
" comet)1 the world, but he that believetll that Jefus is the 
,c Son of God?" For the further illufiralion of this fubjea, 
,e then, let us obferve, 

I. That the crofs of Chrift crucifies the world, as it 
gives us an inlmediate and ftriking vie\v of the n10rtality 
of our nature, as well as the original and general caufe of 
this mortality. The vanity of created things is in nothing 
Inore manifeft, than in their precarious nature, partieu .. 
larly our own tendency to the duft, by which all earthly 
relations fhall be fpeedily and entirely diffolved. In this 
view, indeed, you may fay, that the death of any other 
perfon, ficknefs, and.all its attending fymptoms, or a fu. 
Ileral, with its lnournful folemnities, tends to crucify tIle 
world: and moll certainly they do. But there is fame. 
thing ftill more in the crofs of Chrift. Tllere \ve fee, not 
0111y the death of our llature but tIle death of the Son of 
GO<H'o our room. 1'here we are carried 11Jck to a vie\v 
of the great caufe of the univerfal. reign of the king of ter
rors, fin. Sin firU brought death into the world; and 
this made it neceffary that Chrifi " fhould tafte of death 
" for every man," that we luight be refiored to f p,ritual 
life. lVIortality, therefore, is written in the maft l~gible 
characters on the crofs ofChrifi. Nay, the curle of crea .. 
tion itfelf is written upon the crofs ofChrift. We cannot 
look upon it, therefore, in a ferious manner, without being 
deeply affeCted with the (100m Wllich \\'e ourfelves t~ave 
Hill to undergo: "Dufi thou a11, and to dun thou fhait 
c;, return." It is impoffible to avoid knowing that we mutt 
die j but thofe only difcover the moment of this truth, who 
fee its procuring caufe. Thofe only have juft and abiding 



/Jy Ibt Crols of Christ. 

impreflions of the fpeedy approach of natural death, who 
are filled with concern for their own deliverance from the 
power of the fecond death. 

2. The crofs ofChrift crucifies tIle world to a believer, 
as it fhews him ho\v little he deferves at the hand of God. 
Believers 011 the crofs of Chrifi fee him Randing in their 
room, and bearing the wrath of an offended God, \vhich 
was their (Itle. When this is not only profeffed with the 
mouth, but received into the heart, it gi,--es a deep ~onvic
tion of the evil of fin, and Jays the {inner profirate in hu
nlHity and felf~abafement. Mlclfi not this gready weaken 
and mortify all worldly affettion, which takes its rife from 
pride and felf-fufficiency ? It is, if I may fpeak fo, a fort 
of claim and demand upon Providence, as if fomething 
were due to us. Worldly perfons, in profperity, not on· 
ly cleave to the world as their portion, out may be faid 
to afl"ert their title to it "s their propeny. The fame in. 
ward difpofition may be difcovered by their carriage in the 
oppofite ftate. When their fchemes are broken, and their 
hopes blafted, by repeated difappointments, or when their 
. poffeffions are taken from them by unexpe8:ed ftrokes, 
they refift and rebel with impatience and indignation, as 
if rome perfon had done them wrong. 

But when men are fenfible that they deferve nothing at 
the hand of God, this mortifies their earthly defires, and 
puts their complaints to filence. See how Job expreffes 
himfelf after all his calamities, as fenfible that he had loft 
nothing of 11is own, chapter i. 21. "Naked came I out of 
" my mother's womb, and naked fhal1 I return thither -; 
" the Lord gave, and the LaId hath .taken away; bleffed 
" be the name of the Lord." Let me f peak of this, my 
brethren, as a gracious difpofition, which, alas! is too 
often but weak, yet fi1rely hath place in the heart of every 
child of God. Let me fuppofe him convinced, that he is 
unwortllY of the leaft of all God's mercies; will he not 
keep his poffeffions the more loofely, and will he not quit 
his hold the more eafiJy ? But where fhal1 we leam real 
felf.abafement fo well as from the crofs? where fbaIl we 
learn how little we deferve that is good, fo well as in that 
place which fhews we have indeed deferved every thing 
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tllat is e\'il? ,,,here fhall we learn to make mode~e d~. 
nlands of created mercies, but \vhere we fee, that oot DO. 

ly the creature, but life itfelf, was forfeited by our guilt? 
Let me fuppofe a condemned criminal carried, with ma
ny others, to a fcaffold, there receiving a vardon, and 
,vitncffing, ill tile execution of others, what was tile fell
tence of tlli: la\v \IPOI1 IIi IJI lelf ; \rill he, at this ilJfiatlt, 
think you, be i.npatient Qr thankful? Will he be jealous 
of the honor or refpett paid to him? will he quarrel about 
the dignity or convenience of the place ~ffigned to him: 
No furely. Loll: in the confideration of the fate he has 
efcaped, and the favor he has received~ he will pa}~ little 
regard to matters of fmall comparative importance. JuU 
10 tile Chrifliatl, placed by faith at the foot of the crofs, 
deeply tnoveu by a difcovery of the wrath of God, which 
he had deferved to {lifter to eternity t and taking an iOlme
(li3te view of what his Re(leemer fufFered to deliver him 
froln it, ,\,ill be little tlloughtful of the world, or allY of 
its enjoyments. 

3. The crofs of Chrift crucifies the worM, by reverling 
all \vorldly maxi,ns, and fhewing of how light eftimation 
\vorldly greatnefs is in the fight of God. So long as 
lvorldly maxilns prevail, and worldly greatnefs is in high 
efleenl, the crofs 'of Chrift is a deipifed olljeB:. But fo 
loon as this objeCt acquires bulk and value in the believ
er's eye, by being taken for \Vllat it really is, the world is 
(lifgraced in its turn. It pleafed God, in his infinite wiJ: 
(lOin, for tile falvation of finners, to felld his o\vn Son in
to the ,vorld, in the human nature: ancl as it was in it
ft!lf a deep fiel) of h\lmiliation, for tIle SOIl of God to be 
found in fafilion as a tllan j [0, evell in this affumed na
ture, he \vas attended \vith every circllmfiance of Olean-
1lefs and bafenefs. No retinue of illuftrious minifiers to 
ierve him; no fplendid or elegant apartment to receive 
him; but born of a Inean ,voman, brought forth in a frable·, 
ancllai(l in a manger. l\lemorable and inftruai\~e hifiory 
indeed! which {hall never be forgotten \\·here. the gofpel 
is preached, to the end of time. 

Remember, my beloved hearers, though divine fweet. 
nefs anQ benignity adorned his carriage, though divine 
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power and ~nt"r~y attc:ndttl his miniUnltims; ~'d I~"r
t~!', f)an~)cr, 311() COllt\:nl)lt \\'ere J.is cOlltinu31 pof!ion: f~ 
that he could I~r, in the I,\u~u .. ~e of the p:-ophct, " it:
" proach hath brok~n my I.e ... n :~' autl a~i!l, ,,"!:e :oxe~ 
" h:\\'c: 110)~S, antI the: birds of the air h~'-t: "elts; tltlt tile 
" SOil nf In,lll hat!l Ilot \\'h«:re to I~\P his he~d .. '" ~!ll~ cf 

• 
the andl!nts ha"e rc:prd~nte,1 the $a\-iour ~s cf c::~!ncr-
Ilillill):- lle3\Ity of COllnten:l),e alKl (,Oll.cl;lle~s of torll}, 
joun(l~d llerhaps on :1 !iteral illlerpr~t:ltion of th:tt e.'p~"~!li .. 
Qll itl t~e Pial')l,rt, })t~m ~il·.~. "rInOl. 3rt J:lin:r th:lll 

" the ~!)ildrrn of n.~ll; ~ce is ro'I~,l into t!1~" lips , 
-, the~fore Gocl j:~th blcil:.,l tl)~ '();'t~\'cr."~ '\-itt~ll'lt l,~-
illg pofiti\-e, I 01all olli)- J:1Y~ th:lt this ,1C)C!s not (,oiTt·fi)()~l~1 
mllch \vith the otiltr circ~'''ljla'lces of Il!~ incanl~ti~'!l, 
.. '\n(1 illd~d fonle ha,'e illppotnl tlin:~l!y the C(l!ltr-U)-, 

fOlJI1Cling their Ol1illitln tl)1(\ll tIle )all~la:l~e of the pn~p.'l~t 
1(~i:thJ chal). Iii. I..J. ~ •• \s m:llly ,,-ere afiollif~ll'\l ;It til~'e ; 
&, (his viJag~ was to Olarn:u Ulore th;'Ul any lu::m, and !tis 
" fornl more lllall the Il,J1S oj Inen) .'~ as allo, chap. liii. ~. 
" ~"or he fhaJI grow ufJ before him as a tenuer p1311t, :lIlt! 

" ,IS a root Ollt of ~ dl)' groun(l: he hath 110 Jorln llor 

" (1)lllelinefs; and \\·h~'l ,,-e {haJI fee him, there is nc> 
" be:ll:tv that \ve fholiltl defire Ilina." ,\'Phlte\'Cr be in 
this, it' is be~·ond 3.11 qu~mon, that the whole courte of 
llis lite, anti particularly the remarkable c~'lclufioll ot' it, 
wa~ ont: continued trnfi of fuffi:r;ng allll nlortitic~tion. 

I)oes )lot tilis, Chrifiians, brillg a T~I}roach UPOll \rorltl. 
ly g~eatnds, and (hin the pf!de of an human gbry? Dtlt:S 

it not fllo\\" ho\,· little it is efieetlletl of GO\i, aillt )1\)\\- lit
tle it is all t:vi(lellCe of his flccellt3.J1Ce or al)prol~ati\lll? 
'\-h~tt all illtJuellce nltlfl this ha\·e upon the: lklic\"er to 
crllcit\.t the \\~orl{l? Ho\\' mull it endear to Ililll a )l)C:~l 
and :r~rpite(l, and reconcile him to a fllfftring {l~te? \ \ -ilh 
what propriety does ~h~ Chriflbn, when he is b.lptizc:tl 
ill the Ila01e of Chrifl, renounce the \\ or).J, its llOlllllS. 

alld its ple:lfures ? Does llot a fill~le rcfiecli()!l on tllc d~
i})ifc(l Jiate of Ollr Rctleeiller, ill the (la~·s of his fle:il~ 
!Hake you patient under contempt, aUll extinguifh th~ 
defire of a])plauJt: ? Have you an}" rell1aining utle3.firl\-iS 
at feeing others gettil13 b~fore 'ou ill the car~~r of ;\ll.bi. 

\ r 0 1.. I. _) I { 



tiOl1. o'-tr.toppillg }-OU \\"ith tilles, c{lil~fin~ ~"(\'1 WillI 
iplc. ndllf ? Do you not now fee the proprit"ly 0.- th~ ac
c\.;.mt ~i\-m of the c..undge of the apolUes, when the world 
all,1 tl~~· ."ere at v~ri3rlce, ACts \-. 41. l' .I\lll1 they de
" p.tlleti fronl the prc:I~llce of the C~t'IICil, rl'jo!cing that 
" tlk"~' \\"ere CO\:!ltal ,,'onh)· to (ulfer fhaole lor his Ilanle," 

'\"j.c:t;!~r do )'O~I IlClW ellVY the cOIXJlleror or the fuJferer, 
tile: Ilriilce or the mutyr? '\~re ever there is a real 
Cllriliiall raift:(l to Gpu)ellce by the ,viI) of Gotl .. or fur
roullJcd ,,-ith ellligllS of di)!11it}· an,-' J,ollor, will not this 
cOllf"lc:r-ltion fill hiln \\~itll llt.~p hlln.iiit)~ and fdC.denial, 
antI:. holy Faloofy, left he fltould abuie his int1uence, or 
Dlifapply his talents? ·l'be high~ll oonor of real ability is 
ufeluillefs, the brighteR omunent of worldly greatnets is 
f~)I:~b.lrement. JUI this thews., in the clearefl Dlanner, 
ho\v the crofs of Chnii crucifies the \\~Orld, by reverling 
evet}· \,,·-:rklly 111~inl~ a~l giving a new turn to the prin
ciples OrhOll~r and of nlame. 1'his Icatls me to obferve, 

4- In the WSl pJ.u:e, rfhat the crofs of Chrill crucifies 
the \volld, by putting a quite different objefi of defire and 
dcaioJl in its roo~ll. ()ur limited poll·ers can attend 
but to le,¥ thillg,S tat once; and theref(lre, \\~ben anyone 
act}uin:s an intc.:refl in our aff~'fiions. it mull comparative
ly w~,lk('~l or ddlroy tt-~ interdi of others, efpecially thofe 
of all OPllOlite or ill(l~pendellt killli. l\{akc a De\" bed to 
a ri,'"er, alld tllTt) its flrealll ill that (lireCl.ion .. alld it will 
imlllc:tiiatcJy llll- lip its fGrlller ch~nneJ. Now, the crofs 
of Chrin prefl-uts to \IS an objt'Cl of infinit~ itnportance, 
peaCl! all\.! rCl:ollciliatioll witll God here, anll everlafiing 
bappinels in his prefe:nce hereafter. Can any worldly. ob
jett be lai\.i ill the balance \~illl there? "nat eftcem or 
attention call it nlerit ill cOlnparifon \\·itll there ? 

,rhether u-e confider the eOd or the means of falvation, 
the emf: of Chrill tenus to fupplallt the world, by im
pro\-ing our views of and increafing our affeClion to both. 
It fhews the infinite importance of eternity and its confe. 
que!lCes: ~\nd what Inore proper to lleliver us fronl all 

undue 3ttachment to th~ things of time ? Eternity, by its 
greatnefs, makes time itfelf tn !hrink into a point, and 
annihilates all tbofc little te!llporary dill:naions on which 
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• ·or1dly affe8ion entirely depends. '\~hat doth it fj~n;fy 
to Ilim that vie\\'s eternity aright, whetller Ile l>e fl'r a fe\\· 
years in health or ficknefs, riches or pO\'erty, on a throne 
or in a cottage? How immenfe, according to human 
meafure, appears the difference hetween the pofLffions of 
fome perfons in the world and others! Hut of "II th~ ~e
nerations before us, who have now fillten afleep. how 
equal is the ~ondition in this refret\.! The monarch and 
the nave, when laid in the dull" fill nearly the filme tj'3(,\!. 

If we confi(ler the means of religion, tile crois of C:hr1!t 
applied by a convinced finnp.r, opens to him fuch a pro::' 
pea of the infinite unmerited love of God, and of this 
aftooifhing expreffion of it, the death of his Son. as at 
once captivates the heart, and, if I may fpeak fo, C'lccupies 
fo nlucll TOOn) there, as lea\'es but little for allY other oil. 
jea. How foon did it open the heart of the publican Zac
ch~us, and expel tIle f pirit of co\~etotlfllefs and extortioll ! 
L:Jke xix. 8. "And Zaccheus flood, and £1id Ul1tO tIle 
" I.onI, Behol(l, Lord, the half of m}· goods I give to tIle 
'" poor: and if I have taken any thing from any man by 
U falfe accufation, I reftore him fourfold. J, I n how firong 
a manner does the apofUe Paul exprefs his comparative 
efteem of the crofs of Chrifl ! Phil. iii. 7, 8. "But \\-Jlat 
" things were gain to Ole, thofe I counted lofs for Chrift. 
" Yea, dOllbtlefs, and I count all things l)ut ]ofs, for the 
" excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jeflls my Lord: 
" for \VhOnl I have ftlffered the 10fs of all things, alld do 
" count them but dung that I rna}· \vin Chrifl." This 
is the very fame difpofition with that which he expreffes 
in ihi! text; and it differs no otherwife from that of every 
Chrifiian, than that it is probable he had a l)articular \,ie\1t 

to his calling as a mininer and an apofile. Captivated 
\vitil a fe.lfe of his Redeemer's love, filled \\·ith a vie\\~ ()f 

the glory of his crofs, and devoted to his fcrvice in the 
minifiry of the gofpel, he renounces an worldly profpetls, 
and fets at defiance every thing that might diflraC'l: his at
tention, or (li\!ide his care: "God forbicl that I fllOlllci 
" glory, fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrifi, by whon: 
" the \vorld is crucified to llle, and I unto the ,,'orl0.." 



HI. I pr{'ceed now, in the ItUI plac~, to make fvme 
pradi(:al improvement of wl'at hath been faid. And as, 
upon this interefiing fubjeC\, it is necemuy that I Ihould 
fpeak with all ferioufnefs antI fidelity~ as \Ven as at fonte 
length, fo I mon earlleftly befeech you, as you reganl your 
prefent peace, your comfort in the hour of death, and the 
e\gerlafting happinefs of your fouls, to hear it with atten
tion :lnd application. 

1. I mull take the opportunity to leJll"Ove the fin, and 
:fbew the danger of thofe \Vho are wedded to the world. 1 
would willingly intemlpt that comfort~ md break that 
peace, which will end in penlition. For this purpofe, 
and in order to make the reproof more diftina and effec
tual, I {hall dirca it feparate)y to the three following cha. 
raclers. 

(I) To thor:! whore 10\'e of the wodel is fo ~eat, that 
t11ey fcn1ple not to ufe, nccafionally at lean, if not habitu
ally, finful means of getting or keepin)! {Xlffeffinn of it. 
rrhis indetd opens to us a very extenfive fidel: it leads 
\!s to COllfi(ler all tIle particular fins ,,-bieh.n inonlinate 
]Ol:e of the wf)rid may produc~, or increafe. It is lllf!-

1ancllul):", in}· t'retJlre!l, to thillk \l·hat COiltentioll and va
riallce" 11:\)7 \\-'"hilt ha:retl a11d violence, ev~n amongil the 
llearefl re1ations, tile (li''"jfion of u-or]tlJJF propert)- occa6ons. 
"\Yhat envy and gnldging, what !lander and evil-fpeaktng, 
between perron and perion, between family and family! 
And even in the ordinary way of traffick, what art and 
di1Iimuiation, l,llat falfeJlood and equivocation, are to be 
found between man and man! Hut what I have chiefly 
in view is, to fpeak a few words to thole who, in order to 
promote their worldly ends, have been guilty of dirc:Cl 
difllonefly, and known injufiice. flow many are there 
\\'hofe confciellctS, if they wOlJld be faitllfllI, mlln t~ll 
them, that they are now in polleffion of the fruits of un-
1awful gain! Oh! the blindnefs ofthore deluded llnhap
l)Y fouls! if an inordinate )oye of the world, however hO
nefily acquired, is not only fiu:"ll, but ddlrnaive of your 
etertlal intereli; what iliall l~colne of tllofe \\-ho ha\·e 
tr<xl<len llnder foot t!le la\\-s both of Goc.l anel Ulan, in 
prder to obtain it? If an exceffi\re love of tile moll: la\\-flll 
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enjoyments.. f;ather ant.! mot"~r" \\'it~ .. ;In.l r~ln,~r('n .. is il~. 
confillent \\"ith ("Ivati(\,,; whJt mll!l (~"tl\ll~ (\f ,h(\r~ \\-h(\ 
h~ve )o,-m anti follo\yetl the ~lin Or\.nri~l~t~t,ii~ls: ,,~hat 

~ , 
muil become of tho~ who, In clot~ their hlCks or tc.~:l 
their belli~~ or gratity their pri,le, JI:l"~ not rcnlrl~l to ~ 
guilty f . . ncb of tnlft, or hnd~h of promiie: .. of apr" 01).. 
prdflOn" or fecret fr~uc.l? If e\'ery poor workaiu,':: inuit 
fbnd trembling upon the brink of etfmity" "'!'!'O b~ tt~$ 
all his ~nttd fhadows ~11 to fink into e,~r~3fiin1- tlark
nefs; \\'hat honor mull fc:i~e upon the: d}'in~ finn~r, whn 
is juft about to fiuTender aU his dear poffc:ffaons to another" 
\,-bile his confcience is I~detl witll the ~,ilt of fnllt) or 
~rjury? and this he cannot I&ve ~hind him. Oh ~ nl}' 
(Rar brethren, tremble at the thoughts of (li:hOll~:t g:lin: 
loathe it; return it; fhake )·our habls cl~ar of it.. It \\~ill 
in~~itter yoar enjoyments: it \vill be a nloth in ~"Our flab.. 
1lance~ a fire ill )'"our confciences on ~artb, all() a hell to 
your fouls after the earth i:felf, an .. l aU that is therein, is 
bllmtup. 

( :l) I would addrefs this reproof to thor.: \vho ~1"e arJXl~ 
rc!ltJy more decent and regular; ,.-hom a f~n:e of hCnCl\ 
or a defire of approbation of their tellow,creature~ r~· 
fen'es fTom grolier crinl~~ or ,,-hom perhaps llatllral COil .. 

fciencc perJuades to take up the out\\'anl ant) onlin31)- P3rt 
of reiigiotl as a funn. AIany fuch perlons a~ 'vetl(\~l to 
the w~)c.l. Their thoughts are thett, th~ir de1~gt'lts are 
the~ their hopes and e~lleC..ctations are olll}- there. Bear 
with me, my brethren, in prcffing this a little; and do 
not tum away, and refufe til.; charge. \\-orJdlinefs is the 
reigning tin, and will be the ::ternal ruin of m1n~ per
fons of better rank, to whofe converlition, a nlore liberal 
way of thinking, and a fenfe of decency, may give ~\'en 
an amiable appearance. I wou~d befeecil the :tttenticn 
of fuch perfons to what fhall now be fai<l; nc-t from any 
difrefpea to their fbte and fituation tn cl\·il life" God 
kno\\~eth! but fron} fidelity to their fouls. Con filler, I 
pray you, the extreme (langer of \\-orldlir,e(C\ of nlioo_ ) t 
is itfelf a great and aggl avated irn, and is the parent of 
nlany others. It is a fin, whe:re it hath dominion, inrcm
fiftent with fal\'ation" Here ttle W\1rJs of the Lord Jefus : 



.. He that lovetll father or mother, fon or daughter, more 

., than m~ is not worthy of me." 1'ilere are fome forts 
(\f finners on whom you \volild look with con~empt or ab
horrence; bilt )-OU Inay pofiibly deceive yourfelves. The 
iria and reguhr I but covetous Pharifees, little thought 
that t~ publicans and finners were nearer the kingdom 
of heaven u,.n thenlfelves. I do not fay this to extenu
ate fin of any kind, but to guard you againfl the power 
of llelufion and felf-deceit. I know that none but the 
Searcher of hearts can make a certain ju(lgment of the de. 
gree of depravity in different charaaers; and therefore I 
do not Co lJluch urge the comparifon for your condemnati
on, as caution you againft relying upon it for your juftifi. 
catiall. The unaltet3bl~ rule, taken both from the law 
and the gofpel, is this: 1\?bich 9f the two has the fupreme 
tomln3oding intereft in yo\..r affeaions, God or the world ? 
As an eminent author expre[es it, , He is the moft \vick
, ed man that hath in his heart the firongeft illterefi that 
to is oppofite to God; and all that is not fubordinate to hint 
, is oppofite to him: I fay again, tIle greater creature-in. 
C tereft, the more finful the {late.. -fhough you be neither 
( thie\~~ nor extortioners, nor adulterers, your fin may 
, be ~s deep rooted1 and the intereft of the world as predo. 
, Dlinant, or Dlore fo, in you, than in rome of them. Alas! 
.. Sirs, the ahftaining from fome of there fins, and living 
• like civil and orderly perfons, thOllgll it is fo far com. 
, mendable, is not enoug)l. If the \\1torid be not crucified 
.. to you, and you to it~ ruch abftinence will but hide your 
.. fin and lnifery, and hinder your fhame and repentance, 
, but not prevent yo"r etf;rnal damllation. Your lands 
.. and your haufes, and hopeful pofterity, and other provi. 
, lion }FOU have made for the fleih, may have more of your 
.. hearts, than the world hath of the heart cf a poor wrc::tch 
.. who never had fo much to idolize.' Upon the whole, 
my brethren, let me only put you in mind, this exhorta .. 
tion is not lefs nece[ary to you than the like cautions \vere 
to the hearers of ChriU: in the days of his Belli, whom he 
warns againfi the dangers of an afiluent nate: Luke viii. 
14. "And that which fell among thorns, are they, which 
" when they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 
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" cares, and riches, and pleafures of this life, and bring no 
"L: e t t r ae "M· ~, rl'h r. • 1 IrUI .. 0 perle Ion. .L att. XIX. 23, 24. en Jal( 
" Jefus unto his difciples, Verily I fay unto you, that a 
" rich man 1haH haruly enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
" And again I fay unto you, It is eafier for a camel to go 
" tllrougll the eye of a needle, than for a rich lllall to en· 
"ter into the kingdom of God." It ought to gi"e you 
" great COllfolation, that he adds, verfe 26, "VwTith mell 

" this is impoflible, but with God all things are poflibl~." 
(3) I would addrefs this exhortation to the children or 

God, in whom I know the world is crucified upon the 
whole; yet, alas! it fiil) retains fuch a degree of interet! 
as is provoking to God, offenfive to others, and hurtful to 
their own peace. In "~That g1afs can YOll fee more clearly 
the weakllefs of faith, and every other gracious dif politi. 
on, than in tlleir little influence in refiraiIling the mo. 
tions of carnal affeCtion? Had the great objects of faith 
and hope that place in our hearts, and tl1at entire domiili
on in our affeCtions, which they Ollght to have; \\90uJd 
there be fo much conformity to worldly maxims and prac. 
tices, as is daily to be feen? \voulel there be fo IDuch emu· 
1ation ill all the outward expreffions of pride and gaiet)7, 
in drefs, furniture, and equipage? would there be to 
Dluch defire of the increafe of \vealth alld greatnefs? \~ould 
there be fa mllch en\TV of thofe who are fuccefsful, alld go 
. ~ 

beyond us? Shall I tell you how a Chrifiian fhould look up .. 
on thofe who profper remarkably in their worldly affairs? 
If they are truly pious, he fhould rejoice with them; for 
here is fo much wealth and influence put into fuch hands 
as \viII employ them in doing good.. On the other hallu, 
if they are wicked, he fhould fincere1y pity them, as im. 
merred in the moft dangerous temptations. If we wc:re 
tlloroughly dead to the world, an(l the \vorl,l to us, \\'ould 
the lors of wealth or reputation wound us fo deeply as they 
generally (to? \vou]cl the malice or flanders of others Inake 

-fo fenfible an impreffion? It fhould be pitied, as it is their 
fin; but it may eafily be defpifcd, as it is our danger. 
Try this by the condition and conduCt of the oppofite cha
raCter. A wicked map is dead to God. and fpiritual things. 
What then, 40es he value the 10fs of any thing of th~\t 



nature ? Tell him, that he hath loft fuch or fueh an op
portunity of communion with God, in his worfhip in pub
lic, or in family; that he hath loft an opportunity of ex
cellent inflrliction, ill a fern.on or dilcollrfe; \\'ith \v}lat 

manifdl contempt will he receive the information, anu 
iillile at your wc::aknefs and credulity in nlt!win~ any at
tachmcllt to fitch things! '\7 ere \ve cruc~fie(l to the "lorld 
as \ve OUgllt, \\·ou1<.1 there be fa mue}l IlllJ)atience un(ier the 
hand of God in poverty, iicknefs, the lors of relations, or 
calamities of any kind? 'l'he lopping ofr a limb or mem
l'ler that is dea(l, gives littl~ or 110 Ilneafillt:fs: it is the life 
tilat reillaills \Vllich occafions tIle pain of feparation. If the 
,rorld fat loofe upon us, its removal would karcely be felt; 
l)llt \\'e JllUfi Ileeds lufter at the \'ery lleart \vhen allY tllillg 
is \vithdrawn that llath its hold tllere. Let me therefore 
befeecll }"OU, in tIl is) to COllfefs }'our fin, to be hlllll))le<.l for 
it, alld to pray, tllat }'OU nlay be daily m.ore alld nlore de
livered frolll it. 

2. I illall improve this fubjeCt for l)oillting Otlt the ufe 
of rliRiftioll, arid the groulld of your COlliolatioIl lll1(ler it. 
~rhis world at l)eil is but a fcene of forro\v; antI \\?e thell 
reap moll comfort from it when \ve are fenfible that it is 
Jo. 1'he very purpofe of afilitlion is, to tl1ew us the Vl

nity and uncertainty of aU created comforts, and deli,'er 
us fron1 an exceffive attachlnent to thenl. It is lllucll 
lnore difficlllt to crucify a linilillg than a frO\Vllillg \\:-orld. 
It is not eafr to hate it in its, 10ve1ieft form, or, if I may 
ufe fuch an expreffion, to fpe'ak harfhiy to it when it is 
ipeaking kindly to us? But in the time of ,~miaion, when 
\\Te (\ .. re obligeel to c011fefs its vallity, is it not re,~fo11al1Ic to 
ex pea, that our affeCtion for it ,viII be abatetl? I have 
iaid, tllat tl1is feems t!le tlatllral effect of [uttering; beCa\lfe 
it is the leffon evidently carried in it. And accordingly 
tl1e prol)het Ifaiah fa}Ts, chap. xxvio 9. "F'or \\,hell tIl\~ 
" judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the wor1~1 
't. \\'illle,lr!l righteoufnefs." I anl fenfible, h0\VeVer, tllat 
tIle recel1tion \Vllicll ·aflliCtion nleets \vitI1, ~n(l tl1e cff~as 
\vhic11 it ])ro(luces, are very (]ifferellt ill (liflerctlt l1erlons. 
It makes the worldly nlan curie his idol in the r~lge of de· 
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(pair; and it makes the chilo of God abhor the idolatry, 
6111(1 d\\'cl1 witl) conlpluceJ1CY 011 11is \111CllaI16C:ll)l~ portioll. 

C(lnfiller this, I l)efeecll you, Illy l.,retJlren; fur )·()ll are 
aliliablt: to tll~ ltroke of affiiCtioll, }"Ollllg alltl old, ricll allci 
poor, lloly alld unho1y·. It is itldeec.llalllelltable to lee tlle 
fretful impatience of thofe to whom the world is blaHcd 
i-rom \vithout, bllt tIle Jove of tile ~·orld, in all its fircn~th, 
fiiH fubfrfiing within. 1'i~t!y have no fouree of confola
tion in themfelves; and nothing comfortahle can be fpo
keJ1 to tllem by otll~rs in a manner COllfiilellt \vith truth 
a!l<.l <lut},. To deal faitilfuJly \\,itI1 tllelll, \re lnllfi (10 our 
utlnofl to add the bitteruds of rep::!l1tance to thc:ir other 
1tlfferil1gs; a!ld this the cruel kindllels of fllrrOuo(ling re
lations williddom permit to be done. In the cafe of dy
ing pcrfons, in particular~ with what concern have I heard 
friends and phyficians telling the gro[efl fallhoods, in or
der to keep off, for a few moments, the apprehenfion of 
what they knew muft immediately and certainly take place, 
and be the more terrihle far tIle furprife ! 

On the other hal1d, it is comfortable to reflel~, that the 
fandifying influ~nce of at,liCtions is no leis the language 
of experience than of fcripture. Many have borne their 
te11i~llony, aIlcl let tllcir feal to it. Some ha\'e becn 10 
~fteauany mortified to pride and vanity, by the injuries 
or the flanders of others, th~t they hav~ even felt cOlllola .. 
tion ill the reproacll itfelf. But in a particular manner, 
I have been often pleafed with young perfons to whom the 
\\.7oricl, a.nd a11 their expcaati()llS from it, lla.ve been cru
cified by early afllidiOll, exprelling themfelves, not mere .. 
ly with fllbmiffion, but with fcrenity and thankfulnefs. 
~ear with Ole in mentioning a real infiance, known to 
m}7felf~ of a }Toung nlall, \Vll0 llad llccn long confined with 
a difeal't:d nle1l1ber, and had a ncar and certain profpttl: 
of his diffoh!tion. \Vheu, at the ddire of fon~e perfon pre. 
ient, his loathfome fore was uncovered, he exprtfled him .. 
tt:ll~ to the ben of my remembrance, in thefe very words; 
, There it is; il.nd a precious treafure it has been to me ! 
, It fa\ted me frolu the .folly an(l vanity of yOltth: it made 
• me cleave to God as my only portion, and eternal glory, 
, as my only hope; and I think it has now brought me 

\! 0 J., , I. 'l I 
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, very near to my Father's hOllfe.t Now, what a (pring 
of c·)nfolation is here! Out duty, our bufinefs our intereft 
is, t() crucify the \vorJd, and to be crucified to it. ~fay 
\ve Ilor, then, \\'ith the utmofi gratitude, as ,vel) as pati. 
ence, receive the appointments of that Go<i \\,ho has pro. 
rnif'eli, not only to deli"er us frC'm all our fufferings in due 
time, not only to make up ao(l recornpellfe our loffes with 
fomething better, of a different kind, but has affured us, 
that thefe Ylery fufFerings and loffes, as their immediate ef
ka, fhall crucify fin, and further our meetnefs for his owh 

, . 
pretence? 

3. Let me improve this fuhjea by eamefUy exhorting 
you to endeavor to acquire more and more of the temper 
and nate of m:nd expreffed by the holy apollle, in the text, 
K BlIP \vhom the world is crticified to me, and I unto the 4 _ 

U \Vorld." Be perfuaded, 011 beloved heare:-s, to look 
upon all cn:aterl things with the eye of faith. Remembet 
their relation to God. . He is their l\ilaker and yours; and ., 

they mutt not be lovetl or ferved but in furbordination to 
his glory. Do not place your chief happinefs in them i 
do not eftecm them too highly; do not love them immo
derately; do not profecute them too violently. Place 
}-Ollr chief'happinefs in the favor of God, in communion 
with hiln on eanh, and the \,·ell .. groundetl hope of the per
petutd elljoyment of hinl in heaven; and let your regard 
to earthly things be no other, nor greater, than is Cuited to 
this tlld. That J Inay prefs this refolution upon you, al
]0\\- me to propofe the three (ollo\\-ing cnnfiderations. 

( I) Confider the unfatisfying nature of all earthly en
Joym~n!s~ T'hey do not at a11 carry in them that fweet
nefs and eicellence which lVorldly men fllppofe. Sin 
h3$ dra\vn a mill of (lelllfion over the minds of men. 1"he 
inflamed and difordered appetites of our corrupted nalUre 
aJways promife themfel"les, in worldly f>olfcffions, a fatis
tadion infinitely greater than they are 3bI~ to afford. \Ve 
have this from the confeffion of many who have Inade the 
experiment with every pollibJe advantage. The book of 
EccJefiafies is an admirable and animated defcription of 
the ,·aniry of human enjoyments. Solomon feerns ~.) 
have been raifed up in Pro,idcnce. for this among other 
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ends, that he might leave behind him an account of the 
vanity of earthly greatnefs. And this is the tide thH he 
hath left: written upon all that the world can gin:: Ldd: 
i. 2.. U Vanity or vanities, faith the pre.teher, vanity of 
" \

lPanitics, all is vanit}"." Po\\-er allu \\-caltll, (li~!lity 
and £'llle, vari~ty of pleaJurcs, ,nay kllO\\·!c:(lb~ itft:I:: as a 
Couree of prefent comfort, he affirms the vanity of them 
all: Eceler. ii. I I. " 1"hcll I lookecl 011 all the \\'orks lilat 

" my hands )lad \vrought, an{1 on the JailOr that I h3(1 la
I' bored to do: and be!lOJc.I, all \\1"as vanity and \"e~3tion 
" of ipirit, and there was no profit under the fun." Anc.f 
towards the clore of the faole llOOk, ell. xii. I~. lIe Ja}"s, 
,; And further, by there, my ion, lle a(lmonifhed: of 
" lnaking many books there is no eud, and much fluJy 
" i~ a wearinefs of the Beth." 

Have tllere not been inollmerable examples of the fame 
teftimony in every age and country? A nd what fays your 
own experience? or your obfervatioIl of" others? Do If,ell 
indeed rife in comfort and fatisfaftion, ill proportioll 3S 

they rife in Ration or opulence? On the contrary, do 
they not rather commonly increafe in anxiety and dif: 
content? Do you indeed think, that ta'lofe who appear in 
gilded equipages have always on that account the mofl · 
joyful hearts? Alas! there cannot be a greater miftake. 
Could )~OU fee wllat patrc:s ,,,"ithin, there would appear un
governed pafIions, un,gratified defires, and difappointed 
hopes; and could you enter their hontes, you would find 
\vearinefs and inll)~ttience, falllil}'-(lifireis, fanlily-tlifor
ders, and fanlily-quarrels. It has been an old, antI it is 
a mon jun obfervation, particularly upon avarice, That 
the defire Rill grows with the porrdfion. It is the fame 
with every o!her fillful paUion. Indulgence does not gra
tify f'O mucll as it inflanles them. Let a man climh ever 
to high on the latlUt!r of ambition, lIe f~~ flill others be. 
fore him; and emulation and en\·y are as flrong, or 
fironger, f)etween thore who ftand on the adjoining fleps 
at the top as at the bottom. There is one particular re
mark, that ;erves at once to fllOW the vatlil\r of the world, 
and the finfulnels of human nature: ·rhe "greater variety 
of the worldly comforts any perfon po[dfcs, he is nol the 



111C're" btlt 1h,~ Icfs content, ull\ler the .. ant of ~nl· OM. 
The m(\r~ an ... } the longer any pe:{~n hath been a('c~nom
etl to~lequioofnds Of" 8att~ry, he is the mQre imJX'ti~nt 
of the J~all cOlltnc.lictit'n. The n!ore .btlntlant ant! uni
verfal rcJpea that h3S ~e1\ ~i(l to any perion, Il~ is the 
JllOre tI~ply '~Ol'lld~ by negle6 or contempt; as Ha
m:\11, not\\"ithfbndillg all his greatncfs,. was quite tau!a
tisfi:«l ,,-hile the~ ~mained one poor mm in the k:~l{S 
~te \vho would not do him reverentt. Take but (me 
e~ample more. It' a man h:lth great and atenE,-:: p~:: 
f~ilioll~~ an(t is \\-itho,at chil(!rent he is btlt til\., llicrc iii:: 
treffct:l to t!lillk, that Jo noble an cJtatc and bini)}' fJ.ouJ,l 
be ,,-ithout all neir, atld wili often en\-y tile I~milies of 
the poor, as if it were hard meaiure, that he who h;d to 
n):Ul)- temporal mercic:s fbould not h:l\·e ;lil.. Upon tte 
lvhn!t!l YOll In:lY tee, that th~re is a dO\lbJe: \':t.~:!~~ itl t:le 
p~f(!nt Ilate. <:n::ttec.l conlforts are linlatisf}-illg (\n the 
one h~11d" and h~nl3.n dellfCs are illrati~ble Oil the other. 

(~) Con ii,ler tIle llilcerta:nt) .. DC all earthlyelljo)'mellts. 
No circumitatlCe w~ate,-er fhOllld more abate Ot,r attach. 
ment to the ,,-or1tl than its in fiahmty_ ,,:nat happinefs 
c.\n w.: rect·ive from .. or what \-alue fhould we put upcn 
thvre puffdJions,. whi~h may be taken fr001 us the nex:: 
nlolll(:llt? ~l'he 'iJec(ly, unexpctle(), alld nleJancho!v 

• 
~!lan~l!, \v:licll oft~ll takt:s place ironl health to ftcknefs, 
froln \ve:l1th to po\"erl}-, trOll1 honoT to conteanpt, I )ea\~e 
every h~3.rtr to meditate t~pon, from h!s own knowJelige 
an\.\ ol,f\:r\',ltiol1 (If lllilnan life; 0111y I canI1Dt IlC)p nlen
tioning :0 you the flrong language of the hoiy fi:riptures, 
Pro\'". xxiii- 5- l4 '\",It tllOll f~t tilille e}Jtes UPOll tllat \\'IJicll 
" is not? For ri~hes certainly make thelnleh,cs win6s, 
" ~l~e,r fl,~ a\\"a\' as an e3~le to\\·ar<ls Jlea\"eo." Bltt tIle w.... # t .. 

circlllnil~ncc UPOil tilis rll~jtct to \Vllicll i \,:ou~'J p~!rti~' \:-
] .. lr~~· alIi} cl!iefl~" pOil1t }·our attention, is, that \.~ur potlci: 
i~c .. ~ ~s :lild enio~:nltl.\S of e\-erv kinll are ullder tile ill1ffie
(l!~lt~ dild coj"lfiant (iiretlioIl of Di\1tine Pro\'"!tICllce. Be
l:- \"'\! it, Cariflians, and remember it, the providence of 
(; \.1 re~irlles to e\:er\~ e\~ent tj~at llefalls 'I'OU, ho\vever ill-- . 
c,,'ilhdC!rable it may iecm. It is God that u gh·eth you 
~' 110wcr to g(t wcdlh. '"-It is he by ,,,hom you are" di-
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t& nlinifhed and brought low."-It is he that If r.lift-th '~p 
" 00<.', alld Ilutteth do\vn atlother."-It is he ti,at 11 akt-s 
the " voice of joy alld hc:a1tll" to be hear(\ in ~'ollr (!,~·ell
iogs, or that "challifes }~OU witll paill, allcl tIle "luJlittlcie 
., "I' ~ o:;r bones \\"ith firol1g pain." If this is the ca!~, 
what n:aloll have )"OU to be alriid of givillg t!~3t )O''"C ~lll(t 
fervit;e to any worldly enjoynlent that is due to G('{l ? 
'~im you "provoke him to jealouty? Are ~-ou Hronger 
" than he: :" If you fet your affet1i~ns immOl.ier,ltdy on 
allY teillpora1 poffeffion, he can ilnlnediate)}~ relllO\'C it, or 
tllm it into gall 8Jld ,,·ormwood. 

Inllead of enumerating the feveral k1n(1s of prefent en
joyments, I fhall only mention one, the t1efire of which is 
commonly very firong, viz. children or l)()fic:rity. Now, 
how eilfily can a holy and righteous God take away the 
de fire of your eyes with a flroke? Nay, in how n)any ill. 
iianct!s is tile life of clliitlren a hea\'ier trial than their (!eat:l 
itfdf? For I muft fay U}lOl! this fllbjc:Cl:, as I ha\ e Jaid 
otten in your hear~ng, th~t to one th!lt truly fears Goo.. I 
do not know any t ... :nporal calamity equal to that of ha. 
ving protane or profligate children. 

But perhaps fome 3tlC!ltive hearer will hefitate a little, 
an(l ('y, 'I have not obfervetl tl!is to ;loJd true in e:'lleri
'ence. Evtn pim.1S p~rfcns teenl genel'311y to bear the 
, in't:gul~lrities of tht!ir children, thoU~Jl fonle of tlleDl very 
, 1candalous ... nlllch better than tlleir (leatlls. Nt:itllt:r is it 
, unfrequent tC' f:!(" them excufing or palJiating the worft 
, pratliccs, fi\:'m ~he partiality of nature.) afleition.' Per
haps then I mull rc::traa, or alter the affertiou~ and fay, it 
is either th~ L~( \ iell trial, or tIle man dangerous tenlpta. 
tion. But ~tf: all, \vho can tell \vhat floods of tears are 
fhed in fecret on this frJhjeCl? Parents may be often obli
ge{l to conceal tlleir forrow from the ,,"orIel, llecaufe tlley 
kl!OW it \rould be treated with llef~fioll. I tIle rather illw 

dine to this fuppofition in many cafes; for where indif. 
ference or I~'lrtiality to the fins of children is to nlain that 
it cannot be denied, I fhould greatly fufpett the piety of 
fuch perJons, let the appearance or protdlion be as darning 
as it 'viiI. 
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1\11 your mercies, then are in the hand of Gcd, who can 
give or withho)d~ continue or withdraw them at his plea
jure. Bllt tllere is fOolething more nill: your lile itfelf 
is ill his hall(l. trfhough outward things \\·ere ever fo fla. 
ble ill then,!eives, they are altogether precariolls as to us. 
'\J~ t kilOW not what a day or a night may bring fortb, or at 
what time our fouls {hall be required at our hands. This 
fure)y ought, and if it be ferioufly attended to, certainly 
will weakell our attacholent to the things of a prefeQt 
world; according to the inference drawn from it by the 
apoftle Paul, I Cor. vii. ~9, 30 , 3 I. "But this, I fay" 
" brethren, the time is fhort. It remaineth, that b.">th they 
,s that have wives, be as tllOUgh they had none; and they 
" that \veep, as tilOUgll they \vept not; and they that re
" joice as thollgh they rejoiced not; and they that buy~ 
, .. as though they poffdfed not; and they that ufe this 
" ,\~orld, as not abufing it: for the fafhioll of" this world 
,\ palfeth away," 

(3) Confider that there is really much more real fatis ... 
faaion to be found in a crucified thall in an idolized world. 
This to many will appear a contradifiion; but it is a. 
great and certain truth. It is impoOibJe for any perfi>n to 
pafs ever {o little the limits of duty in the ufe of the crea
tures, but it is t~ his own prejudice. This I do not mean 
only of its alter confequences, but even in point of pre
fent comfort. There is a more genuine fweemefs in thore. 
things that are ufed with moderation and felf..denial, as. 
!he gofpel ret]uires, than in any finful gratification. But 
if this haMs even with regard to the fimple enjoyment, it 
IloMs much more flrongly when we confider the benefit 
of a iantlined world, lie, tllat, from a humble ienfe of 
the diville nlercies, can rife to a grateful aCkllO\vledgment 
of tile Giver of all govd; he \\,ho is thereby infp:rc:d wittl 
a holy zeal to ferve him in his generation, and 'Values no 
temporal bleffing:, but fo far as it may be ufefll.l in pro
moting the g10ry of God~ and the good of others, has a 
delight from them, infinitely fuperior to what ariles Irom 
the licence of criminal indulgence. He enjoys his Oler· 
des without fiing, he polfefies them without the fear of 
Ie-fing them; nay, he cau e\'~n rejoice in the fun-ender it .. 



kIf, 2$ a part of the .. in of C~, l.i this fabulous, my 
breth~n, or extr."'-agant? I hope not. I believe and 
truft it is mAtter 01' 1ft) e~perience to the children of God .. 
Did the Pial mill David rOl~·. it was gtlOd for him th3t he 
\Vas afll:t· ~? di\l the apotllcs of Chriti t:lite joyfully the 
fpolling of their gtlOds? did they rejoice that they ,,·~te 
counted worthy to foffer fhanle for his name? I h«'pe that 
nlany others will rejoice, lba: they h~\'e been enabled td 
nfe their l'Ubftance in keding the hungry anti clothing the 
naked, and other ufeful pU1'p')ks. I am perfl13dc:d, that 
a plOUS and liberal mind tanes • Blore e~quilite deliJ!ht in 
relieving a poor iamily, than in the mon colUy and fump
tuous entertainment; U)(l that be who values his reptlta. 
lion only for his llfefulnefs, will give thanks to C..oo for the 
eftttm in which he may be held; and when reproached 
for doing his duty, will have a pleafure in fuhmitting to 
it \vitbollt complaint, gleater than the proud and icJfifh 
ean poffibly receive from the daily incenle of flattery and 
praife.. 

4. In the last place, As this fubjefi has the moll inti. 
mate cGnnc!~ion with the power of relig:oll, I fhaJJ con· 
dude \Vith offering to ferious perfons a few particular di
reCtions for their (tai!y praCtice. 

(I) Remember that your great care ought to be the one 
thing needflil. Salvation is your great Ylork, hea\~en is 
your hornet the world is but yeur paffage to it. If you 
rall keep this conftantly upon your minds. you will im. 
mediately perceive the danger of LlJe world, as a tempta. 
tiOll to fin. You will not be able to forget, becaufe }90l1 

will daily feel, what influence it hath in helping or iliIlller. 
lng you in your journey heavenward. A tra,,·eUer who 
hath his thoughts frill fixed on the place of his deftination, 
and is anxious to get for\varu, \\:ill fenfibly feei t:\!ery in. 
cumbrance from the \\'eather, or the \\':l}', by \\,llich his 
progrefs is retarded. It is by mifreprefentation that the 
world leads us aftray; true and juft apprehenfions of our 
own fiate, would keep our affections in their jun mcafure 
with reWlrd to it. 

(2) Be particularly upon your guam againft the unf.·ulc. 
tified ufe of lawful comfort9-. A perfon who hath ~ny 
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principle of confcience, would be filled with horror, at 
tne thoughts of bro:s fin, fuch as uncleannds, injuflice, 
or Icnfl1aliry; yet tilch may be in great danger of placing 
tilcir ad~cti()11S upon the \\·orlt), and reltillg on it ~s their 
}lOrtion. rrheir houfes and lands, their chikJreu, their 
Jlamc and reputalion, may incroach upon them, and ufurp 
dOlUiJlioll ill their Ileans. Be careflll, tlleretorc, ll&\bitual
jy to improve thefe to the glory of God; learn to give him 
tllCulks ~or thcln, as the bleffings of his providence, and to 
Lrvc him by them, as they are tal~nts or opponunities of 
ul~fuillds, iar which you mull render an account in the 
u~y of jllJgln~nt. 

(3) He attentive to the courre of Pro\'itience, and ilU. 
pro\'e the ch~ru.aers and conduCt of others, to }~our O\\~n 
profit. If you tee one man grow prQud r.nd felt~fufficient 
as he grows rich, if you f~e him forgetful of God while he 
c;ontinues in profperity, tyrannical to others hecaufe they 
are in his power, then fear ldi you alfo be tempted. If 
you lee wealth iuddenly poured in upon any perfons nlake 
them anxious, quarre)fome, and impatient, then mode
l'ate your cletires of profperity, and ~, be content with fuch 
" thillgs as you have." It is \pery COffilllOll to enllmerate 

and cenfure the timlts of others, that we lnay n(\!~rifll our 
own pride by the comparifon; but it is infinikly more 
beneficial, to improve the weaknets of oth~rs for our own 
hUlniliation~ \Vhat is the ordinary· fi}'"le ill CCIlverf .. ltioll ? 
\Vere I fuch a perfon, had I his·en~te amI potlduons, r 
1hould not grudge to he more liberal to the poor; I would 
\.lO fomething for the public; I would UO every thing 10i' 
Illy tri~nds. Truly you do not know what you would do. 
\Vere you raired to the fame fituation, perhaps you wodcl 
be ten times more proud and covetous than the man you 
bJalne. And as you would obferve the (ios of others, fo 
obfcrve the \v~l.ys of God towards -them. If au opprefior 
is at Iaft overt,lken in his \vickedllefs, if Ile i~ held ,lS a wii(l 
bull in a net, and, inftead of humility, it proouceth no
thing but the rage of impatience and difpair; adore tht; 
righteous judgm~nt of God, and be ienfible that neither 
mercies nor trials wiil change the hl'"rt, unlers they ure 
accompanied with the power of <li\'luC ~rac~ .. If it pl\!(\fc.:lh 
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God to bring (lOWll allY from riches to poverty, or froln 
llollor to dilgrace, remember that he "iiits his people in 
Illercy for their corretiion, and his enelnleS in vengeance 
for their punifhment; fo that, whether you are the ont! or 
the other, you have no charter of fccurity from the tame 
calall1itics. 

(-J.) Fj'li'illk mllell of nlortalitj', an{} the innulnerabJe 
fllfl~rin6s \vhich are e\7er}' \vhere to be feC!l an long our 
fello\\? creatures. TIle wife nlan tells liS, E(;cl~J: vii. 2, 

3. " It is better to go to tIle houfe of mourtlill~, tllan t? 
,- go to tIle houfe of feafting : for that is the enll of all mCll, 

" and the living will lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better 
" than Idtlgllter: for b}' tl)e faclnefs of tIle countenallce 
" the heart is matle b:.:tttr." ~1'llcre clre [oole \V!lO, from 
lnere ten(lerllefs of heart, an{t a ftrollg attach Inellt to fC!n
fual delight, are n~t able to look upon icenes of mift!ry and 
(liflrefs. They fly frOln tllem, therefore, and deceive 
tllelnfelves into a dream of feCllrity by intoxicatillg 111ea. 
fllres. But, my bretllrell, it is infinitely better to fortify 
yourJel\Tes agaiIlfi the fear of death, by faitll ill llim \VIlO is 
the refurreCtioll alld the life; and then the frequent ob .. 
lervation of otllers in afflitliont \\~ill have the 110blefl and 
nloil falutary illfluence ill nlortif}!'il1g \vorldl~· affeaiollS. 
You rna)' allo iOll1ttimes ft!e the tr~unll)h of faith in the jo}r. 
ful departure of belie\'ers, \vhich is O\l~ of tIle moll edi(v
iIlg alld cOlnfortable figllts that an}' Cllritlian call bello1,). 

(s.) 111 tIle Iaft place, I \vouid recall to }'Ollr millds, and 
ear:lefi!y recomnlend to }7our m~ditatioll, \\?hat nl~c.le a 
pril1cipal hranch of tIle <.loCtrinal part of tllis fubjetl:, " the 
" crofs of Chrift." By tllis tile believer \vill in(let:~l cruci
fy tile ,varIa. Reafon and. experience may \\,'Ollnd tIle 
,vorI(I, 10 to ti)eak; bllt the crois of ehrifi pierces it to the 
heart. Shall \\re lTIllTlllllr at the crofs, \v}len our Redeemer 
bore it? Are not the til0~lghts of \\'h~\t he fufferetl, and \'lllat 
\ve lleferve<.l .. fllfficiellt to erallicate frOtll our minuf) every 
the leaf\: inclitlatiol1 to ,vllat is l)rovol~ing to him? i\re not 
the thoughts of what he purchaied, fufficient to dellroy in 
Ollt' llearts the le~lft (lifi>ofitiol1 to place Ollr happillefs here? 
"I'lle thoughts 9f tIle croJs of t~hrilt are firengtllenil1g as 
\\Tell as iIlftruai\~e. 'v"~ are dra\vn as it \\·"ere b}i the PO\\'. 
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er of fympathy, emboldened by his example, and animated 
by his conqueft. Is not the Chriftian! when he is in full 
conteolplation of this great objeCt, raying, ' O. Uloft mer .. 
'. ciful Saviour, iliall I any more idolize that world ",hich 
, crucified thee? iliall I be afraid of their fcorn \\~ho in. 
, fulted thee? {hall I refufe any part of his will, who, by 
, the crofs, has glorified thee ?' 

Let us conclude by attempting to fay, in faith, what 
God grant every one of us may be able to fay in the awful 
hour of the Iaft confliCt: "0 death, where is thy fiing ! 
" 0 grave, where is thy viCtory! The fling of death is 
4' fin, and the firength of fin is tIle law; but thanks be to 
" God, which giveth us the viaory through our Lord Jefus 
" Chrift." ,. 
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FERVENCY AND Il\IPOR1'UNITV IN PR.~YER. 

SERM.ON 11 • 

••• 

GENESIS xxxii. l6. 

_411d he sa.;d, ]·wiI1710t let thee go, e:;.:·cept tllQll bless ,ne . 
• 

M y brethren, real communion with God is 2-

bleffing of fuch ineftimable value, that it cannot 
be fOllght with too -great earnefinefs, or Olaintained with 
too much care. If it is l~O fable, that God vouchfafes to 
his people, on fome occafions, a fenre of his gracious pre
f\!nce, and, as it were, vifits them in love; with \vhat 
fervor fhould they defire, with what diligence 1hould they 
improve, fo great a mercv! III a particular marIner, when 
a good man hath in view, eitller an importaTlt and diffi
cult clut}" or a dangerous trial, it is his intereft to implore, 
\vith the greateR importunity, the prefence and counte
nance of God, which only can-effeCtually direa him in 
the one, a.nd fupport· him in the other. This, my bre
thren, ought to be Ollf concern at prefent, as we have ill 
view a very folemn apI)roacll to G()(l, viz. Jaying hold of 
one of the feals of his c\Jvenant: what trials may be before 
us, or near us, it is iml)offible to know. 

The words I have read relate to a remarkable pallage 
of the patriarch Ja~ob's life. He was now returning from 
Pa(lan-aram with a numerous family, and great fubflance, 
and had received information that his brother Efau was 
cOining to meet him with four llundred mell. We are 
told, v. 1. of the chapter, that he was " greatly afraid and 
(, diftreffed," being, in all probability, quite uncertai,. 
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\\'hether his brother was coming ,,-jth a friendly or a hofiile 
intention; or rather, having great reafon to fufpett the 
Jatter to be the cafe. He rore up, we are to1d, .Iong before 
(lay, and rent his \vives, his chil(lren, ancl cattle, over the 
hrook Jahbock: and as it folloW'~, in the 24th verfe, " Ja. 
'\ cob was left alone: and there \vrefiled a man with him, 
" until the breakin~ of the d:lv. And \vhen he fa\v that 

- ~ 

" he prevailed not againli him, he touched the hol1ow of 
" his thigh: aod the hollow of lacob's thigh was out If 
" joi'1t, a.; he wreftled with him: .And he raid, Let ·le 
" go, ior (h~ 04Y t)reaketh: Poll,! l]e faid, I ~·ill not let .lee 
" go, e~ct!pt thotl bIers me." 

Some (f the fathers, and alfo fome of the Jewifh writers, 
fllppofe, that all this \\'3S dOlle in proplletic vifion, to re
prdent t~ him \he difficulties that were yet betore h!m, 
,,'lli(;ll, by faith and patience he was to OlrerCOlne. Bllt it 
is nlore reaJ~nable to think, that this w3s-1n trutll tIle ap
pearance of an angel to hinl; and illdeed moil: probably 
of the allgel of the covenant; becaute, from the llaifage 
itfelt~ it appears that he had " prevailed \\9itll God." The 
fame thing we are affured of by the prophet Hotea, chap. 
xii, 3, 4· " He took his brother lly the heel in the \voolb, 
" al1~1 by his flrengtlllle had power \\lith God: yea, he had 
" po\ver O\7er the angel, and prevaile(l: he wept an(1 made 
., fupplication Ullto him: he found him in Beth-el, and 
" there he fpake \\1ith us." }c"'rom tllis paifage aiio \ve 
learn, that it was the fame who lllet with him at Betll-ei. 
SOlne think, with a good deal of prollabilitJ', that tllis at .. 
tack was made llpOll hinl by "Tay of PUllifholent for tIle 
weaknefs of his faith; that tbou~h be had received the pro .. 
nlife, he fbould yet be under fo great a terror at the ap
proach of his brother. In this indeed he was an example 
uf what happens to believers in every age. Pall: mercies 
are forgottell ::..t the approach of future trials; therefore the 
fame God who \! ifited at Beth-e1, and promifed to be with 
him, now nleets him in {lifl11eafllre, an(] threatel1S to de
flroy him; but by u weeping and fupplication" he not 
only obtained his prefet'vation, but a further bleffing. It 
Is alfo the opinion of many, that th~ wrefUing or conflict 
'WaG literal and real lor fome time, and that Jacob perhaps 
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took it to bt one of Efau's attendants \\-))0 Jlad come to 
fllrprife him in the night; but that at lall he perceh-ed his 
mitlake, when the angel, by a flight touch of his thigh, 
1l1e,,-ed him, that, if he hall pleafed, he migllt eafily have 
deftroyed him. Then, as he had contended with his fup
pofed adverfary, he now continues the nru~le, hy iufin. 
jng upon a bleffing; which he obtains, in ruch terms as 
carry in them a COnlJnel1dation llOth of his confi,lllcy and 
importunity: v. 28. "And Ile laid, 'rll}1 naille fhall be 
" called no more Jacob. but lfrael ~ for as a prince hali thou 
" power with Go<l, and with men, an(1 hafl prevailed." 
The Ian part of this verfe is fuppoled indee(l to be wrong 
tratlfiated j arId that it filould be, " as a pril1cc tl)ou hall 
c, hacl po\ver with God. allu tllerefore mllcll more ihalt 
" tlloU prevail o\rer "len :" which was a proillifc not on1y 
oi prefc::nt fecurity, but of future profperity and conqueH. 

But though tllis rem:trkable evellt lla(l a p~lrticular anJ 
immediate relation to Jacob, there is no doubt, that the 
Spirit of God, in putting it on record, had a purpof4f of 
further and lIlore cxtenfi\7e ufefulnefs. It is plaillly an ex
ample of importunity~ and, as it \\'ere, holy ,9iolence in 
prayer. So uniform and general has this fc:nfc of the paf-
1age been, that fervency and importunity in prayer has 
been generally caned ccvrtstling 'With God. 1'his is a fub. 
jeCl: \vhich \\gell ueferves our moll: feriolls attentioll; the 
rather that I am forry to fay, the praCtice has fallen into 
Dluch difrepute; and I am afraid the expreffion itfelf is in 
fome danger of being treated with derifion. In difcourfing 
further on this fubjeCt, I 1hall, 

I. Explain and illufirate a little the nature and r uhjeCt 
of this holy wrellIing and importunity in prayer. 

II. rrhe duty and reafonablenefs of it. 
III. The great benefit arifing from it. And, 
IV. In the lafi: place, I thall make lome improvement 

· of the fubjeCt, for your intlruCtion and direCtion. 

I. FIRST, then, I am to explain and iI1ufirate a little 
the nature and fubjeCt of this holy wrc::lUing and importu
nity in prayer. 'V refiling neceffarily fuppofes fome re. 
flftance or oppofition to be overcome. Prayer indeed, ot' 



itfe1f, and in the fimpJefi cafes, may he raid to carry this 
ide. in it; becaufe he that prays Rands ill need of rome. 
thing which he can only obtain by prevailing with, or 
bending the wiIJ of another to bellow: Matth. vii. 7. 
" Afk, and it fhall he given you: feek, and ye {hall find : 
" knock, alld it fhall be opene(l unto }·ou." But as there 
are many gracious a[urances of Goel's readinefs to hear 
our prayers, the fubjeCt we are now upon leads us parti
cularly to tile confideration of the obftruClions or difficul. 
ties that lie in tile way, either of our praying as we ought, 
or praying with fuccers. rfhefe two things muft be join
ed together, becaufe they are in their natil re infeparably 
conneCted: James iv. 3. "Y e aik and rece. "e not, ~caufe 
" ye 2fk amils, that ye may conlume it up-.m your lulls.,J 
James i. 5, 6, 7- U If any of you lack wifrlom, let him 
" ;Uk of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and up
.. , braideth not; and it fhall be given him. But let him 
" a1k in faith, nothing wavering: for he that waveretb 
" is like a wave of the rea, driven with the wind, and 

• ~, to[ed. For let not that man think that lle lliall receive 
" any thing of the Lord. " Now, for the illuftration of 
this duty and praaice, in a way fuited to the cC'odition 
and daily experience of the children of God, I ihall men
tiOtl fome of the chief obfiruCl:ions or difficulties we have 
to \\'reflle with in our accefs to God, and which mull: 
be overcome by the importunity and holy violence of 
prayer, 

1. ~rhe firfi of there I fhall mention is a fenfe of guilt 
overwhclnling the foul. This, which is the ftrongeft of 
all arguments for the neceffity of prayer, is often found 
in experience to hinder the performance. 'Vhen any 
perron is arrelled of confcience, when his multiplied tranf
gretlions appear before him in all their variety, alld itl all 
their aggravations, it is apt to fill him with a jealoufy of 
God, a dread of entering into his prefence, and in fome 
iort a defpair of obtaining his mercy. Ffhis hath been often 
teen in great profligates, overtaken by a vifitation of P:-o
vidence, and Rung by the reproaches of confcience. '\Then 
they have been urged to apply for divine mercy, they have 
anfwered, , I cannot pray:' or,' How can I pray, who 

• 
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'have been fo monftrous a finner?' Nay, it may be free 
quently obferved, that men who live in fecurity, without 
any jun conviCtion of their finful flate, will maintain fome 
fort of forn, -f religion, will even :.!" through their form 
with fome pleaf\.lre, and place row:. dependance upon it. 
But when confcience begins to rife a little upon them, and 
they fee the enormities they are guilty of, though it can· 
not make thenl lorfake their fins, i~ makes them fpeedily 
forfake all their religion. It is taken notice of by Dr. 
Doddridge. in his life of Col. Gardiner, that when he was 
indulging himfelf in all manner of wickednefs, he began, 
from a natural fenfe of duty, to pay fome ackno\\'ledg. 
ments to God; but as he was not refolved to forfake his 
fins, the darinq profanity of it firuck him with horror. 
He therefore determined, fays the author, c to Inake no 
, more attempts of this fort; and was perhaps one of the 
, firft that deliberately laid afide prayer from fome fenre 
, of God"s omnilCience, and fome natural principle ofbo
, nor and confcience.' In this lail: refleCtion, the \\~orthy 
author is l!ndoubtedly n\iftaken; for he was not the firft, 
nor will he ~ the lan, ,\~ho has beell driven froln pra}'er 
by a fenfe of fin, and a horror of his Maker's prefence. 

I have defcribed this difficulty in its moll hideous form, 
if I may fpeak fo, as it ftands in the way of wicked men~ 
But there is often too much of it to be found even in good 
men themfelves. A deep fenfe of fin otten fills them with 
a flavifh fear, mars their confidellce before God, and 
tempts them to keep at a diftance from him. Pfa1. xl. 
11. " For innumerable evils have compaffed me abou~ 
" mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that I 
" am not able to look up: the)· are more than the hairs ot' 
"mine head, therefore my heart faileth me." He that 
wrefiles in prayer, refufes to }'i~ld to this difcouragement. 
He ftill ventures, though at a diflance, to look to his ofFen
de(l God. Though he is filled with tribulation and fear, he 
wili not give up his plea. lIe fays with the Pfalmift, Pf. 
lxxvii. 7, 8, 9. "Will the Lord can off for ever? and 
" will he be iavorable no more? Is his nlercy clean gone 
" for ever? doth liis promife f(\il far evermore? I-Iath God 
~~ forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger {hut up his 
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" tentlc.:r mercies? Selah. ') He en(leavors to take ruch 
vie\vs of the glory and extent of (iiville mercy as ",ill 
Rive him fome ground of hope. He maketh fuppHcation 
\vith firong Cr}-illg alld tears. Againfi IIOpe he beJieveth 
ill hOI1e; or refolves, that jf he perifh, )le fila)) perifh at 
the footftool of mercy. And nothing is fa proper to bring 
him to this refolution, nay, nothing is fufficient for that 
purpole, but the freenefs of falvation~ as it is offered in the 
gofpel of Chrifl, where all confidence is derived, not from 
the goodnefs of the tinner, but from the power and grace 

f' L , • o tl~·~ L..edV10llr. 

2. AJlotller (lifficuItv to be overCOOle in nra,7er is, a 
~ 1 -

fro\\-ning Providence difcouraging the nlin(l. Whetl this 
is allded to the former, as they commonly go together, it 
augments the difficulty, and adds to the diftrefs. When 
great calamities are brOIJght upon the believer, \vhen one 
Jtroke follows llpon the back of another, \\'hen fin chal
lenges and Providence punifhes hin), he is then in (Ian. 
ger of giving IIp his condition as defperate, and \vithout 
remedy. See the reflections of Job in teis ilrain, not
lvithflallding he is commended to us as a pattern of pa
tience, Job xix. 8, 9, 10. "He hath fenced up my way 
," that I cannot pals, and he hath fet darknefs in my 
"patlls. He hath fhi pt me of my glory, and taken tIle 
" crown from my head. He hath defiroyed me on every 
" fide, and I am gone: and my hope hath he removed 
" like a tree." 

'\Then the rod of correCtion falls heaV}1, the Chrifiian 
finds it very difficult to believe that it comes from the love 
of a father, and is rather apt to tremble under it as the fe
verity of a judge. So did Jacob himfelt~ after all his expe
rie11ce, in the clore of life, Gen. xlii~ 36. '~And Jacob 
" their father faid unto them, Me ha\7e ye bereaved of my 
" children; Jofeph is not, Simeon is not, and ye will take 
"Belljamin away: all thefe things are agaillfl: me." 
Sometimes the courre of Providence in general has the 
fame efieCt. 1"he profperity and infolence of finners, the 
oppreffed flate of the children of Gorl, the difappointed en. 
deavors of his fervants, lnake them often call in quefiioIt 
bis prefence, his faithfulnefs, or his power. rrhis is the 
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fubjeCt ;jf the whole 73d Pralm, and rammed up in the 
loll} and 11th \'erfes: "'fherefore his people retum hi. 
" ther; and \,'aters, of a fuJI Ctlp are \vrun~ Otlt to them. 
"And they fa}-, How doth God kno\v? and is there 
U knowledge in the Mon High ?" 

He that wrefiles in prayer, therefore, cOlliiclers tIle 
depth of Divine Providence with re\"erenct:. He! dwells 
upon the wifdom and power of God, who alone can bring 
light out of darknefs, and order out of confufion, He 
taketh hold of his covenant, and the fure and e\·er]afling 
merc)p that is contailled in it, and hllmLly and earneflly 
prays for univerfal and abfolut~ refignation to the divine 
\vill. 1'his, my brethren, is one of the greatefi: and moft 
important objeCts of prayer, ant! what believers fhould 
\vreftle for with the greaten f~rvor and impo:tunit}:. They 
fhould cry mightily to God, and expotlulate eamefUy with 
their O\\~n hearts, as the Pfalmift, Pf. xlii. 9, 10, 1 I. "I 
" will fay unto God my I-ock, Why hall thou forgotten 
" me? why go I mourning becaufe of the oppreffion of the 
" enemy? As with a fword in my bones, mine enemies 
" reproach me: while they fay daily unto me, 'Vhere is 
" thy God? W'hy art thou call down, 0 Dly foul? and 
" why art thou difquieted within me? hope t!1ou in God, 
" for I {hall yet praife him, who is the health of my coun .. 
" tenance, an(l my God. " I am not here to go through 
all the grounds of encouragement on which the fuffering 
a~ld pleading believer may place his dependance, drawil 
from the perfeaions of an unchangeable God, from the 
~ower of a Saviour upon a tllrone, from the precife and 
exprefs promifes in fcriptur~ of fupport or deliverance, 
and the daily experience of the faithful. I t is fufficient 
that I have pointed out to you the flate and praaice of a 
ditlre[ed and afBiCted Cilrilliatl wrefiling with God. 

3. Another difficulty often arifes from unbelieving 
thoughts, and inward temptations diftreffing the fpirit. 
Prayer takes its rife from and is carried on by faith. Pray .. 
er indeed is little eIre than tIle imme(liate anclli\'ely exer
eire of faith: Heb. xi. 6. "~-'or he that cOlneth to God, 
" IllUl1 believe that lle is, arld that l1e is a rewarder of 
" them that diligently reek him." On this account, duti. 
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ful and acceptable prayer is calied the prayer of filith. 
Who would apply, or who can apply, to God, for any 
nleiCY, but from a perfuafion that he is prefent to hear, 
and that he is able anti willing to bellow? Now~ when 
ihis faith begins to fail, either from its natural lveaknefs, 
from our fiJlful 11egligence, from the fubtle infinllations, 
or the more violellt affaults of the adverfary of Ollr fal
vation, it mufi be a great hindrance to the exercife of 
prayer. ' __ 

J.\tlany are the difficulties of this kind which the Chrif. 
t~all, fiOlU tiole to tilne, hath to ftruggle ,\~ith. Sometimes 
lIe is nla<.le to dOllbt of the certainty 1 alld fometimes of the 
Jucaning of the promifes.. 'V e fee fome difireffed per .. 
fons fo embarraffe(l \\'ith fcrllples, or fo mined by contra. 
\Terry, as to lofe the reliin and ipiritual comfort of the word 
of God, while they are contending about it. Sometimes 
tll~Y are made to doubt their own title to apply the pro. 
lnifes \~·hich appear l!ke a rich and fumptuous table, en· 
compaffed with a flaming fworel, forbidding their approach. 
71'11U5 they are led away from the coniolation of If rae I, and 
Ulade to leek ill vain for a foundation of comfort in them
felves. How often do we fee, that the very fellfe of fill, 
atld fear of danger, the very mifery and neceffity whicll 
particularly difcover the fitnefs and excellence of the 
truths of the everlafling gorpel, are made ufe of to difcou-
rage us from embracing them! ' 

SOlnetilnes the truths themfelves are perverted, or ret 
in oppofitioil one to another, and mutually dellroy each 
otller's illfluellce. Thus, \vhile the conftant and over
ruling providence of God fhould be the great foundation 
both of our faith and prayer, it is fometimes fet in oppofi
tion to both. rrhe falfe reafoner will fay to himfelt~ Why 
fllould I llray for deliverance frOITl this difirefs ? why 1l1ould 
I pray or hope for the poffeffion of fuch a mercy? 1'he 
\\Thole order and courfe of events is fixe(i and unalterable. 
If it is appointed to happen, it iliall happen, wllether I 
fpeak or be filent; if it is otherwife determined, the pray .. 
ers of the \\,hole creation will not be clble to obtain it. 
How unhappily do men thus rearon themfel-ves out of their 
own peace! not confidering the unfpeakable abfurdity of 
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making our weak and imperfca conceptions of tile nature 
,nd government of God to Rand in oppofition to his own 
cxprefs command. The influence of fecond caufes, rna-
,1 r ~ well as Ilatural, is a matter of undelliable experi. 

t-.~.. If you acknowledge it in the one, fhOt,I(I yor~ dellY 
\t 1, 7 'tr-;~ otiler? :3 not inte~perance the callfe of difeafe ? 
is not :~'~hfulnefs the way to poverty? is not neglected 
lillage ihe caufe of a ban-en field? and is not reflraining 
prayer alfo the way to barrennefs of fpirit? Bt!lieve it, Dl}T 

brethrell, fervent prayer is as fure and effeCtual . .,. C'an of 
obtaining thofe mercies which may be lawtillly 1>1·.yed 
'or" as plowing and fowing is of obtaining the fruits of the 
ground. 

Again, fometimes by the cunning of Satan, the believer 
is driven to the brink of the precipice, and made to doubt 
of the very being of God, and the reality of all religion. 
It is eafy to fee, that this mull: wholly take away the ne· 
ceflity and ufe of prayer. But even when it is not fo 
powerful as to prevent the pratlice, yet doth it in a great 
meafure, cool the fervor and deftroy the comfort of prayer_ 
He that \vreftles with God has often tllefe .difficlllties, in a 
greater or le[er degree, to ftruggle with. Some of them it 
is his duty to oppofe by rearon, and fome of thenl (lire8:1y 
and immediately to refift and baniill as temptations; and 
I think an exercifed Chrillian will ufually make the mat
ter of his complaint ~he fubjea of his prayer. rrhis is in
deed defeating the tempter \\,it}l his o\vn \Veapolls: it is 
biinging fweetnefs out of the firong, and meat out of the 
eater, when the difficulties thrown in the way of our pray
ers ferve to excite us to greater ardor, im portunity, and 
frequency in that neceffary and profitable exercife. 

4. Another difficulty ,vitll which the believer llath to 
firuggle, is the coldnefs and flothfulnefs of his own heart. 
Tllis is as great a hindrance of prayer as any that hatll 
beell named; an(} I believe it is of all otllers tIle mott 
comlnon alld prevalent. At the falne time it affords a 
very mortitying view of our own charaCter and nate. 
Strange indeed! that when we confider the great and 
eternal God witl) \VhOln \ve have to do, \ve tllould finel fo 
much difficulty in maintaining a ferious and attentive 
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frame of fpirit! that when we lie under fo great and un
fpeakabJe obligations to his :nercy, our fenre of gratitude 
1l1ou)(1 be fo weak and lan~..!i(l! tl- r '" when \\"e have bIer. 

~ 

flngs to afk 0:' fo ineflimable vail'e, we thou1d notwith-
Handing do it with fo much indifference! And what is 
flranger frill, are there not many who have tailed, in fome 
degree, the fweetnefs and confolation of communion with 
God, and ,et ~'=-e ready to return to a nate of co]c}ncfs clll(} 

negiigcnc I ! 
I am perfua(led I need nvL tell ?oy ferious perfon in this 

affembly the danger or frequency of the Chrifiian's being 
feized \vitll a flothfulncfs, coldneJs, or fecurity of fpirit. 
] t is probable many are at ~his moment inwardly afhamed 
all IJting thus barely put in fl1ind of it. Iio\v often is it 
I~'e reproach and ftain of all our worfhip in public, in fa
n: s.iy, and in Jecret! how eafily do we degenerate into a 
form! ho\v hardly is the 1pirit alld ~ffeaioll kept alive! 
How Inal1Y are there over ,vhom confcience 11as fo much 
Fower, that they neither dare abfent themfelves from pub. 
lic ordinances, nor difcont:nue the fornl of fecret (luty : 
all(] yet they filay continue long in a heartlefs, lifeleis, 
-and unprofitable atten{lance upon both! r!'imes of deep 
conviCtion, of heavy affliCtion i or harraffingtemptation, are 

-n10re difirefling; but they are not fo illfnarillg, as tl1is 
leprofy tllat creeps upon llS in a fea!on of quiet and fere .. 
nity. The other difficulties, if I may f peak fo, force us to 
wrefile with them, becaufe they leave us no peace; but 
this tempts us to Jit frill unller it, becaufe it gives us no 
difiurbance. 

He that wrefiles with God in prayer, then, mull main
tain a confliCt with the flothfulnefs of his own fpirit, and 
endeavor to preferve that vigor and fervency of affeCtion 
fo neceffary to the right performance of the duty . You 
\rill 6y, perhaps, ~lith what propriety is this called wrdl. 
lil1g \vith GOll? it is ratl1er \vreflling \vith hilllfelf. Bllt 
when we confider, that every gracious difpofition mull: 
come down froln above, fronl tIle Father of ligl1ts, alncl au
thor of every good and perfeCt gift: and, in particular, 
that the fpirit of prayer is one of his moil precious and 
excellent gifts; the juilnefs and propriety of this language 
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will manifeftly appear. The coldnefs of our hearts, nnd 
deadnefs of our affeftions in worfhip, ought, on the oce 
hand, to be imputed to Qurfelves as the immt'diate and 
finful c • .llfe, and, on the other, may be confi<.lere(l as a part 
of God's mon holy providence, y,ho.withtlr;· ~ .. his Spirit 
in righteous judgment. Thus the PI' ·.!milt H:ry beauti
fully fays, Pfal. Ixv. 4, "Bleffed:., ~. :'''p w·: .... - d~ou 
" chufeit, and cauftft to approach Ull\·: • ~, .. "i~. f:' !-~ay 
" dwell in thy courts." And thus tile fpiri: 01 iupplica
tion is a remarkable gofpel-promife : Zech. xii. 10. '~Ar.d 
U I will pour upon the houfe of Da"id, and upon the in
U habitants of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace and of fuppli
" cations, and they lhall look upon nlC whom they ha'"e 
" pierced, and they {hall mourn for hilil, as 011e lI'olJrneth 
" for his on)-I fon, and {hall be in bitterllefs for llim, as orle 
" t.hat is in littemefs for his 6rft born." 

My brethren, there is the greateft rearon for every 
Chrifiian, not only to wrefile a~in3 a :flothful difpofition 
as a fin, but to fear its influence as a judgment; for if 
alnong {piritual judgments it holds a chief place, when 
God giveth " the {pirit of number; eyes that they 1hould 
" not fee, and ears that they fhould not hear ;" it ought to 
be treated in the fame manner \vith all other obfiruaiolls, 
that is to fay, encountered by vigore'....; refifiance. Like 
all other enemies, it acquires courage by {uccers; like aU 
other fins, it is firengthened by indulgence. And yet, 
alas! how often is this very circumfiance made ufe of as 
an excufe for the omiffion of prayer? 'Vhen the Chrifiian 
finds himfelflifelefs and indifpofed to prayer, it makes him 
either neglect it altogether, or flur over the performance 
in a carelers and trifling manner, faying to himfe1f, '" I am 
" not now in a fit temper for it." Nay, fomctimcr; he 
reafons himfelf even religioully out of his duty, faying, " I 
" fhalL but di{honor God by fuch a heartlefs lacrificc; and 
" therefore I had better delay it till I be in a frame that is 
" fitter for it." But if the tilne an(1 otller circumftances 
call for the duty, our own indifpofitiol1 of heart is, of aU 
otllers, tile mofi foolifll allcl crimillal excufe. 110\". much 
better would it be to wreflIe as Jacob in the text, and in. 
ij~ upon the blefiing; which cannot be more fenfibJy illufw 
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trated with refpea to this particular branch, than by men. 
tioning to you 2 refolution which an eminent Chrifiian 
entered into for his o\',-n praCtice: That he w.ould flot be 
baflled by a treacherous fpirit; for he would never give 
o\~er tlK work of praife, tiil his affeCtiollS were flirred, and 
he was brought to a fenfe of gratitude for divine goodnefs ; 
and that he would never give over enulnerating and CO.~
feffing his fins, till his heart was melted ill cOlltrition and 
penitential forrow ! 

s. I may m~ntion one other diflicu}"y witb which we 
ha~~ to flruggle in prayer, "iz. when it pleafes God to 
pofipone, for a feafon, his compliance with our requefis. 
1'hough his ears are a1\\'ays open to the cry of his people, 
he fometimes cames in filCh a manner, as if they were 
fall cwfed again~ them. rrhough their petitions be offer
ed up in faith, and on a fubject agreeable to the will of God, 
they may not al\vays be granted in the manner, in the 
meafure, or in t"'! feafon that they themfelves defire, or 
even in their imperfea judgment may think moil: proper. 
Many examples might be given of this.. A minifter pray
ing for the fllccefs of his la11Ors, may be heard in mercy, 
though it do not happen fo foon, and though he cannot fee 
it fo clearly, as it is natural for him to defire. He may 
have many feals of his miniflry, although he meet with 
difappo!ntment in fome of thofe on whom he looked with 
the moll favorable eye. A parent may pray for the lhlva
tion of his children, and his defires may' have gone up with 
acceptance before the throne, although the accomplifu
ment be yet far difiallt, an(l tIley feern, for the time, to 
increafe unto more ungodlinefs. An affiiEted perfon may 
have aCl:ually obtained the fanaified improvement of his 
afllittion, although he cannot yet perceive the ends of Di
ville Provi(lence in it, the comfortable (lifcovery of \vhich 
may be a f~aft referved for him at fome future feafon; or,. 
in genera), a mercy nlay be granted \vith advantage and 
increafe, thougll it be fufpencled for a time. 

In tllis illterval, 11()wever, the Chrifiian's eyes may be 
ready to fail with looking long; he may be in danger of 
ceafing his application, or abating his fervor, throllgll (Ie. 
fpair of Juccefs. Therefore we have many exhortations 



Fertmcy a"d ImporlullilJ ill Pro..vtr• 4j9 

in fcripture to perfeverance and importunity in prayer. 
We are exhorted to praJ' \\'ithout ceafitlg\ all(! to contil1llC 
innant in prayer. Our Saviour, Luke xviii. 1, fpoke a 
parable on purpofe to teach men, that they ought always 
to pray, and not to faint: Heb. x. 36, 37. II For ye have 
" need of patience; that after ye have done the will of 
" God, ye might receive the pr\lmife. For yet a little 
" while, and he that fhall come, will conie, and will Ilot 
"tarry." Habakkuk ii. 3. "For the vifion is yet for an 
" appointed time, but at the end it lhall fpeak, and not 
" lie: though it tarry, wait for it, becaufe it will furely 
" come, it will not tarry." To which patfage I 'ball only 
add L'lmentations, chap. iii. 25, 26. "T'he Lord is good 
" tlnto them tha.t \\yait for llinl, to the foul that feeketh 
"him. It is good that a man fllOu1(1 hotl. hope and quiet
u ly wait for the falvation of the Lord." 

I Ihall conc1ude this head by obferving, that all thefe 
obftruCtions are at the direCtion and difpofal of Providence, 
for the trial of the faith alld patience of beiievers; and 
therefore their perfeverance under, and conftancy in op
pofition to them, is, with great propriety, confi(lered as 
an imitation of the patriarch Jacob ill his wreftling with 
God. 

Before proceeding to the remaining part of this fubjeCt, 
{uffer me to make a praCtical improvement of what hath 
been already faid. And, 

I. Let us llence learn the infinite grace and condefcen
fion of God, who not only admits his people to commu
nion \vith him~ but invites and encourages them to tIle 
mofi preffing impOll:Unity, and even, to fpeak fo, to of .. 
fer a holy violence to hilnc The reafons of this will l">e 
more fully opened in the next difcourfe. III the mean 
time, let us make it the fubjeCt of wonder and praife. 
Well may v'e fay with Job, chap. vii. 17, 18, "What is 
" man, that thou fuouldfi magnify him? and that thou 
" fhou!dft fet thine heart upon him? and that thou lhouldfl 
" vifit him every morning, and try him every moment?" 
This is the dignity of human nature indeed, not from 
what he is in himfelf, but what he may be by union with 



460 F~1lJClICY and ImpoTlUluty ill Pr~'. 

God through Chrift; for through him we have aU attefs 
by one Spirit unto the Father, And if neamefs to God is 
fa great a pri\'ilege, who would not covet it? who wool(l 
not culti\-ate it i Surely all but thofc: \vho, to their final 
cond~mnation, difbelieve and defpife it. 

:1. Let us learn from \vhat hath been raid, to (lef~n(l 
the exercifes of piety ~ and particularly this honorabl~ pri .. 
vilege of the faints, from the fcom and reproach of tIle 
enemies of vital religion. I am abundantly (eniible, that 
there are foole, and fo~ am011gft otlrfelves, who treat 
this fubjea with contempt and difdain, ;md look upon a 
belie\"er's ",relUing with God in prayer, his being fome
times in, and fometioles not in a frame for his fervite, as 
the raving and incoherent effufions of weaknefs and en
thuflafin. This is not only all evillence of their being 
tllemfelves ftrangers. to true religion, but is indeed dired .. 
I, contrary to found judgment and reafon. I have 1aid 
down to you the meaning and fubjetl of this wreftJing 
and importunity in prayer; and is there any thillg more 
clearly founded upon truth, 11atUTe, a1l<1 experience? 
Hear, ye unbelievers; might I not transfer every parti
cular, and illuftrate it in the illtercourfe of· man with man? 
If you had a favor to a1k of another, and were fcnfible that 
}!OU had done him a great, reCe!lt, and unpro\-oked illjll

ry, would not this fill you with jealoufy? would it not 
keep you at a diftance? \'fou1d it not Dlake you~ as the 
comOion ta}-ing is, afraid to look hiln in the face? If he 
had carried himfelf as your enemy, aUll feemetl in nlany 
inftances, to ret himfe)f' in oppofit:on to YOlI; \VOll)'} not 
this give you e\~n more than fufpicion and uncertainty as 
to the iffue of your application? If by the fuggdiion of 
his enemies, you were made to beHeve him refentful and 
implacable; would not this extinguifh your hope, and 
bteak up all correfpondence? If your own heart were 
naturally too proud to intreat, or too carelefs to gh'e at
t.!ndance, would not the fuit be negleCled? Or if you had 
prefented your petition, and for a long traCt of time no 
anfwer was returned; would you not give up all hopes of 
it as forgotten or rejeaed? Is not this an image of the 
nate of the Chriftian in many inftances ? And therefore, 



if prayer is a part of natural religion, if it is a matter of 
duty or neceffily at aU, it mufl often ha\"e the ai'.ove dil: 
ficulties to overcome, and, on that account, be ju.!ly con.. 
fidered as a fpedes of wrdUing with God. AId why 
fhould tile Chriftiail'S b:illg if} or out of frame for Jjis duty 
to God, be: nlade the fuhjca of deriiion? h · hc.:re n\Jt 
fOmetbing limiJar to it as to every objeCt of fludy cr ~ppli. 
cation? Are there not iODle ieafons \\'hen ~ .. ou faJ', }90lir 

D)ind lies to >-our book, }~Otlr '\tork, or even )"our play, 
. and then it goes on fWt.\!tly and pleafandy? Are there 
not others, ,,-hen it is a~alnfl the grain, and tIlen every 
triBe is a difficulty, and even the air is a burden. I r you 
confider there things, you nlUll be fcnfible, that all to whom 
eternity is the highell COtlCem, and therefore religioll tlleir 
chief are, mufl be attenti\-e to tile nate of their hearts to
wards God. And if this is the cafe, e,gery thing, Ylhe
ther in\vard or outward, that promotes or hinders the:t 
acquaintance with him, \ViII appear to them of the utmoft 
Dloment. The truth i~ whoever takes the liberty to de. 
CpiCe and ridicule thl! concern of fcrious perfons about 
communion with God, mull e~cufe me for raying, becaufe 
it is lny deliberate judgll!f:nt, either that they are ellelnies 
to rdigioll ill their hearts, or tllCit they are \\9holl)p ignorant 
of the import3n~ fubJca. 

3. As we would defend the duty above expbinej from 
tlle fcoffs of infidels, let us alfo guard it from abufe, aJld 
diflinguifh it from an}~ corruption that olay l;retel1(1, or 
Dlay be thought to relemble it. Particularly, let us be
~"are of al} 0\\' ing in ourJe}\·es, or approving in others, allY 
g:"\lfs indecent familiarity, either of fpeech or carri.lgt:. 
You fee, nly hrethrt!n, that wreftling with God ariles 
from a deep impretlion of the infinite and unfpeakable im
portance of the bleffings in profpeC\, and their abfolute ne
ceffity to the petitioner. This will m,lke him Hill infiit .. 
and urge his requell, anJ, as it .were, rt:fufe to let go his 
hold. But it is alio conftantly attended with a fenfe of the 
holillefs of God's nature, and the greatneIs of his power; 
which. when fet home upon the wounded cont~ience, is 
often the principal caule of the difirels. Is there not then 
the jufieLl reafon for earnellnefs and ~onccrn? But is'" it 

,.T')l .• I. 3 1':1 
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not alfo plain, that this mull prefen'e the believer f:'om 
impropriety; and that it cannot lead to any foolifh or iu. 
decent £,oliliaritv, \vhicll is oCtetl nlifiaken for it, ancl of .. ., 

ten reproache(\ ill its room? 
'Vhat hath been raid upon the fubjeCl:, I hope, lVill 

pOiJlt out to you tIle jun middle bet\Veell every' vicious £x
trenle. Such real concern, filch fervor of fpirit, will Ilot 
indeed lead any to fludy in their prayers a nice, \"ain, or 
ornamented {lyle. This is the language of a milld at eafe. 
I t is but of little value at any rate: but 0 how mifp1aced ! 
o hOlY unfuitable in prayer to God! This is beft carried 
on by plain and ardent expreffions of the very temper of 
the falll, ",hen the fulners of the heart gi,'es a rea(ly ut
terance to the tongue. Bllt neither \viII the vle\vs \\,hich 
the wrefiling believer hath of the glory antI majeRy of G~), 
of tIle flritinefs of his law, and the terror of his wrath, 
fuffer him to give way to any trifling, floven1y, or ridicu
Jous manner of addreffing himfelf to the throne af grac(t. 
It muft be obferved indeed, that there \vill be a differ
ence, accor(ling to the different .circumfiances~ fiation, 
and capacity of the perf OIlS concerned. There may be 
Jnany a_ ferious Chriflian, \vho kno\\-s ,vhat it is to pOllr 

out his Ileart before God, and fpread his fins and forrows 
at his feet, WI10 \vould not be fit for Jeading the de,~otion 
of a public or pronlifcllOUS affembIy; yet he nlay be the 
perlon Ylho, as a prince, hath po\ver with God, an(l pre
vails. rfhe prayers of ruch a \vrefiler, with all the hle
mifiles tllat atten(l them, are prollably far lllore effectual, 
than thofe of fuch over-nice perJons, as defpife the we~k
nets of his underfianding, or make themfelves mt.rry with 
the honlelillefs of his ftJ-le: nay, I mult lay further, that 
we fometimes meet with perfons whofe language in prayer 
is fo unfpeakably fuperior to their abilities or performances 
of other kin(ls, as to filO\V that they have an unaion fronl 
the Holy One; and that they are examples of the accom
plilllmellt of that promife, Pfal. xxv. 14. "The feeret of 
" the Lord is with them that fear hiln: and he will1he\v 
" tllem llis covenant." 

4. I mull: conclude the fubjea at this time with earn eft
ly ~xhoning you all to the diligent exercife of this duty. 
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And that it may be the more diftinCl: and effeCtual, I fhan 
briefly point out to you the follo\,-ing objctls of p:-ayer. 

I. Be fervent in prayer for the impro\'ement of the fpi
ritual lite in your o,,-n fouls. Prayer is at once the fceu. 
rity alld the conlfort of a Chrifiian. Hate, fcar, prevent as 
mueh as in you lietb every thing that may obfiru« your 
regularity and earneflnt:ls in this duty. 

2. Be earnell in your fupplicaticn, and importunate 
in your pleading for the church of Chr:il, and the glory of 
his kingdom, efpeciaUy in your nath-e country. 1'he 
charader of real Chriftians, in this refpea, is well defcri. 
bed by the prop~et: If. lxii. 6, i. "I have fet watchmen 
" upon thy walls, 0 Jerufalem, which fhall nc\'er hold 
" their peace day nor night: ye that nlake mention of the 
"Lord, keep llot filence; antI give Ilim no reft: till he 
U eftabIifh, and till he make Jenlfalem a praife in the 
" earlh.'· The languifhing flate of religion in ta'lis nation, 
and the threatening afpea of Providence, 1hould prefs us 
to this duty: and furely, in proportion as our belief of the 
truths of the gofpel is real and prevalent, we muil behold 
tranCgreffions with grief, and be ready to intercede for a 
" time of refrefhing from the prefence of the Lom." 

3. Be earnell for a feafon for the power of God at tllis 
approaching communion. 'Ve ferve an all-Cullicient and 
unchangeable God_ the fame yefienlay, to-day, and for 
ever, \vho is able to pour <10\\:11 his S}lirit in a large al1d 
plentiful meafure, and make it a happy time for the efpou
Jal of many finners t'J Chrin, and for edifying his faints, 
that they may go on their way rejoicing, and eat their 
bread with gladnefs and fingleneis of heart. L:t us plead 
his own promife, If. xliv. 3, 4. "For I will pour water 
" Ul)OO him that is tllirfly, and flOOlis upon tIle dry ground: 
" I will pour n1y fpirit upon thy ft:ed, and my blelling 
" upon thine offspring: and they fhall {pring up as among 
u the grafs, as willows by the water-courfes." 

4. Pray for the mininers of the gofpel. The apofUes 
often afk this affiflante of the faithful: Col. iv. 3. "'Vith. 
" aI, praying alfo for us, that God would open unto us a 
" door of utterance, to fpeak the myflery of Chrift, for 
" which I am alfo in bonds." If you belic\-e t.he tfficacy 
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of prayer, you mull be fenfible that your diligence in this 
refpe8 will prepJTe minifiers for yOll, and you for them. 
rI~llis is to point the eye of faith be}·ond the fervants to tIle 
mailer of the {eaft; and you \Vii] probably both look for 
and receive )·our anf,ver from himfelf. 

s. In the last place, I would earnefUy recommend to 
YOll the exercife of joint and focial conference and prayer. 
There is great danger of extingui1hing the heavenly 
flamt!, if while you are neceffariIy furrounded with a 
flood of ungodly men, you do not often affociate with the 
etteHent ones of the earth, and place your delight there : 
Mabchi, iii. 16. "Then they that feared the Lord, fpake 
" often one to another, and the Lord hearkened, an(1 
"heard it, and a book of' remembrance was wrinen be
" for~ him for theUl that feared the Lord, and that thought 
" upon his namc. " There is a great advantage in fociety 
for every purpore. H we know the benefit of united bo
dies for bufinefs and trade, if we find the pleafure of join
ing together for mutual entertainment and focial converfe, 
lllUIl not as great a benefit refult from a more facred uni. 
on? Serious perfon~ by affociating together, direa each 
other by their counfels, etnbolden each other by their ex": 
amples, and affift each other by their prayers. There is 
alfo a particular promife of efficacy to focial prayer: 
l\rfatth~ x viii. 19, 20. "I fay unto you, that if two of 
" you fhall agree on earth, as touching an}7 thing that they 
" 1hall a1k, it 1hall be done for tllem of lny Father \vhicll is 
" in heaven. For \vhere t\\'O or three are gathered toge. 
" ther in my name, there am I in the midfi: of them." 

Now, may the lArd himfelf vifit you with his gracious 
prefence\ and make you to fay with Jacob at Bethel, Gen. 
:xxviii. 16, 17, 'I. Ane! he faid, Surely the.Lord is in this 
" place; and I kllew it not. And he was afraicl, and faid, 
.• How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the 
!. gcu[e of GO'J, and this is the gate of heaven." 
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FERVENCY AND IMPORTUNITY IN PR~\x·ER. 

SERMON 12 . 

••• 

GENESIS xxxii. 26. 

Alld he said, I will not kt thee go, ~xcePt thou h!~s! nit. 

Second fermon on the text. 

II. WE proceed now to the second thing propofed 
in the diftribution of the fubjeCl:; which \·.'a~, 

To fhow you the duty and reafonablenefs of wreftling 
and importunity in prayer. Here I am fenfible, that a 
corrupt and impatient nlind may be able to muller up 
objeCtions againfi it. There is fomething worderful and 
unlearchable in all the works of God, and in none more, 
as it is reafonable to fuppofe, than in the methods of his 
grace. In particular, it may appear furprifing that he 
ihould exercife his people with fuch conflicts and trials, 
that it 1hould be ncce[ary to overcome him, as it were, by 
importunity, before we can obtain thofe bleffing~ which 
bimfelf hath coolmanded us to afk, and which he hath pro. 
lnifed to bellow. 'Vhy, will it be faid, does a God of 
lllercy, and of infinite fullnefs, to whom all Ollr \\'ants 
and weakneffes are perfeCtly known, wait for our prayers, 
before he will part with what is fo much needed by us? 
~7hy doth he, who knoweth our frame, and remembers 
that \ve are dun, unneceffarily throw obfiruEl:ions in our 
way, and wrap himfelf up in darknef.l), to difcourage our 
approach? 
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But how docs this furprife increafe, when we confilltr 
how unequal we are for the confliCl:, if no flrength but our 
own is oppofed to the Almighty ! nay, that our firength 
for refiftance mull come only from himfelf: .fo that he 
wounds, and he heals; he oppreffts, and he fuflains; he 
difr.otin~~~es, and he invites. It is by prayer that we muil: 
obtain every blcffing from the Father of lights; and one 
d{ the greateft and mon necefiary of thefe bltffings is the 
fpirit of prayer itfelf. 1\-1y brethren, when either unbelief 
or profanity moves any fuch difficulties as thefe, 1 think 
it my duty to call upon you, in the firn place, to bow your. 
it:! ves before the fovereignty of God. There is an un· 
i~archable impenetrable depth in the divine wifdom, whe. 
ther we look upon the works of nature, or of gnlce. As 
Creator of the \\rorlcl, he couIel, no dOtlbt, in a 1110ment, 
with one word of his power, have raifed the whole fabric 
in perfeaion; yet it pleafed him, in a gradual manner, to 
finifu every part by the addition of another, for the fpace 
of fix days. \Vhen he gave the firil promife to Adam, or 
\vhen lle rene\ved it to tlle fatller of the faithful, he cotlld, no 
dOllbt, llave f~nt the Saviour into tIle \vorl(l, to.fillifil traIl!:' 
grefiioll, ,111el nlake all end of fill; Jret Ile fa\v it proper to 
give only diilant intimations o( this bleffed period, and to 
defer the long-expeCted appearance till the fulnefs of time, 
while the nations were fufitred to fit for. many ages in dark. 
nefs, and in the region and fhadow of death. In the fame 
manner he often takes a great variety of fleps with his peo
ple before they are made partakers of his promHes. 

But notwithflancling that fomething muit ftill remain 
mynerious, and beyond the comprehenfion of a finite 
creature, in the management of GoLl, who" giveth not 
" a(;count of any of his matters," we may fee much pro. 
priety and beauty in this part of his procedure. . And is 
it not our duty to attend to it? "\iV e ,may fee the reafona. 
blenefs, nay we may perceive the wii<'lom, of his requiring 
,\ holy ferve11cy, \"r~illiIlg, utld importllnity ill prayer; 
for it ferves tv t;!l~taVe Up011 Otlr 11e:irts, and even to \vorl~ 
into our affeCtions, {ome of the moil: important truths of 
rdigion, al~d filCh as will have the moll powerful and ex
tenfive illLuence upon our temper and praCtice, This 
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\\"i1l plainly appear from the three follow ing confid, .. a-
ti011S. • 

I. Fervency of fpirit, and importunity in prayer,. J 

fuitable an(l neceflary, becaufe of the grcatllefs alltl ~~Ior._' 
of that Gael \vitIl whom \\ee hold COmtllUnion, as \\·ell ,.3 

becaule it ferves to 1lrengtllel1 anti im IJro\'e tile Jl:lll~ of 
this upon our mirl(ls. rl'he infinite n1ajetty (\1' Go\.i, antI 
the unl11eafurable tlillance at \\phic!l he is r~1110\lell i"r()nl a;! 
created weaknefs, is often fpoken of in 1cr;pture with ad
Jniratioll of tlis con(lefcenfion: Pial. viii. 3, 4. , .. \\/11CI1 
" I confider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon 
" alld the lIars \rhich thou haft ort.lait1e(l; \\·Ilat is nlan, 
" that tll0U art mindful of hirn? and tIle tOIl of illal1, tJlat 
"thou ..,ifitdl him ?" IT nder a deep impreffion of the 
fame great truth, Solomo~ fays, 2 Chron. vi. 18, u But 
" \1lill God in very deed (l\ve]J \Vit)l men 011 the eartll ? 
" bell01d, heaven, alld the hea,Ten of heavens canllot COI1-
" taill thee; ho\v much lefs this houfe which I have hlliJt ?~' 
Is not, tllen, forne fervor of affetlioll due to tIle greatnefs 
and glory of that God whom we worfhip? Our affetlions 
lhould always, in their nrength and exertion, be in pro
portion to their objeCt, its dignity and worth. Inc.liffcr. 
erlce aIld carelefflle1s, in an inferior t()\\~ards a fllperior, is 
al\vaJ·s countecl a Inark of difdain. ,\r e l1aturally fUI)
IJofe, tI1at tll0fe in great and higll flations OUgllt to b~ ar'
proache<l \vith reverence, ancl lolicitecl in the hll(llbieii: 
manner, by tl1eir interiors, \vho hope to illare ill lllcir 
bounty; all(l the more exalted tIle I)erfoll, tIle 010re fiall ... 
lniflive the pofillre, and the more earllefi tIlt fUPl)licati()11. 
Much lllore ought this to take place betw<!en God and liS. 

On this account it is .. probably at leaft on this amongtr 
otllers, tl1at inclifference and col(loefs ill religion is repre
fented as peculiarly the objea of divine c.leteflation: I-Lv. 
iii. 15, 16. " I know thy works, that thou art neither cold 
4t' nor hot: I \vould thOll wert cold or hot. So thell l"le. 
" Callie thou art ]uke\Varln, antI neitller cold nor hot, I \\" ill 
" fplle thee out of my Inoutll." 

2. Our own great ullwot'thinefs, who are the objects 
of divine love, and a(lmitte(l to this facred intercourfe, 
Ihould powerfully excite us to fervency in ple~\ding. l'his 
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is preciftly a counterpart to the former confideration, and 
greatly llrengthens the conc1ufion. Even the highefi of 
the fpirits above, moll eminent in knowledge. and fanfl:ity, 
who ftand nearell to the throne of God, we are told, cover 
their faces with their wings, as loft in refpef\ and wonder, 
when they Jook to him who dwells in inacceflible light. 
IIow nlu(~h more " man, who is a \vorm, and the fon of 
" man, who is a worm, whofe foundation is in the duft, 
" who dwells in boufes of clay, and is crollied before the 
&, moth !'t Accordingly,in fame of the examples we have 

· of the moll importunate pleading and wrefiling in prayer, 
this is the very difficuity which feerns to Hand in the way, 
and requires the greaten efforts of holy boldnefs to over
conle; as in the account we have of Abraham'S intercefiioll 
for devoted Sodom, Gen. xviii. 17. "And Abraham an
,- fwered and raid, Behold now, I have taken upon me to 
" fpeak unto the Lord, which am butduft and allies." And 
again, in the 31d verfe, " And he raid, Dh let not the Lord 
U be angry, and I will fpeak yet hut this once: Pcradven
" ture ten iliall be found there. And he faid, I will not 
~, dellroy it for ten's fake." 

But, my brethren, I befeech you remember, it is not 
our frail nature, and limited powers only, that point out 
our unworthinefs; but our guilt and impurity, fa oppolite 
anrl fo odiollS to the diville nature. This, I have fhO\\-:l 

you in the preceding difcourfe, is one of the greaten hin
derances of our accefs to God in prayer. And may we not 
Jay, How fuitah!e, how neceffarv is it, that, in order to 
keep us fim deeply humble, Goel fhould fometimes coyer 
himfelf \vith a cloud, aIlc} exercife the finner with 11rong 
crying and tears, before lIe will vouchfafe the intimations 
of his love? This reafon will be felt, and that the moll 
fenfibly by the beft and mon dutiful of his children, as 
their fanctification continues imperfect fo long as they are 
here below. How {honld a fenfe of guilt and mifery at 
once increafe our feIf-abafement, and add to the earnen
nefs of our defires! rfhere cannot be a jufter dt:fcription, 
both of our fiate and duty, where mifery and weaknefs 
confpire in fhowing the neceffity and difficulty of wrefi .. 
ling with God, than the apofUl.! hath given us, Rom. viii. 
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26. " Likewife the Spirit alfo telpeth our infirmities: for 
" \,'e know not \Vllat \ve fllOllld pray for as we ought: but 
" tile Silirit itlt:lf Jllaketll inlc.fcc1lioll for us ""ith groanings 
" \vhich cannot be uttercci. " 

3. 1'he duty and reafonablenefs of wrefiling and im
portunity in pra}rer, appears froln tIle ineftinlabJe \-aJue of 
the mercies to be obtained. ShUi.liti thc:re not be a pro
ponionable flrength of defire to tIle \\'ortl} of the bleffings 
in profi)(!C1? Now, who can COnl)ltlte tile \·a)ue of the di
vine favor, and ail its hapPY'effeds: antI therefore \\-ho 
can compute the guilt of indifference, and the neceffi:y of 
fervor in afking it? Ffhe bldhngs of iaIvation in general 
are in their nature ancl fource llllJpeakable, and in their 
(luration ,vitllout enll.-()o tile one hand, deliverance 
from everlafting 81ifery, from the wrath of an almighty 
and incenfed God. 1'rue it is, that tbofe who are but yet 
in the way muft be very unable to form jufl conceptions of 
this. But we may in generai conclude, from the glory of 
creating power, which is in fo many inftances difplayed 
before our eyes, ~ow fearful a thing it mull be to be the 
nl0num~nts of the ve11geance of ruch a God. He who is 

~ 

mighty to make and fave, is alfo mighty to dellroy. This 
is panicularly felt by the finner, when humbled by con
viCtion; and in every inward confliCt there is a repetition 
of the fame diltrefs, as it :t.rifes from the fame caure. 

On the other hand, what murt be the mue of e\yerJaft. 
ing happinefs in the prefence and tbe enjoyment of God! 
How bleffed, ~yond expreffion, mull the believer be when 
the fulll~fs of the di\yine bellignity, of which \ve have 
no\v accets to tafie only fome fmaller and more (litlant 
fireams, fhall be the portion of tbe foul! 'Vhat fupplica. 
tions fhOllld we not make, \\'hen \ve are affured, tllat inl
portunity may obtain fo rich iii. treafure! And let ute add, 
how valuable prefent fellowfhip and communion with God. 
which is the eamefl and foretafle of complete deliverance 
fl"om the one, and the eternal unchangeable pofft"lfion of 
the other! Say now, my brethren, is it not juft and rea. 
fonable, tllat tllefe bleflings fhould be defired with ardor, 
and fought with importunity? '''hat fervent lanruasre 
have we from the fl:riptur~-f~ints upon this fubje8! Pf.u, 

\T"L. I. 1 N 
): 



xlii. 1, 2. "As the hart pantetb after tbe water-brooks. 
&& fo pantetb my fool after thee, 0 God. My foul thirftetb 
&1 for God, for the living God: "then IhaU I come and 
&& appear befili'e God :" Pfat. Ixiii. I, 2. "0 God, 
" thou art my God, early willI reek t~: my foul thirtl
"eth for thee, my Sefh longeth for thee in a dry and 

_ u thirfty land, where no water is; to fee thy po"-er and 
,: thy glOI)', fo as I have feeD thee in the fanfillary." Is 
it any wonder that there fhould be often trials and conflitls 
in the '''f to fo hononbJe a relation, and iO happy a nate? 
\\7hat is cheaply obtained, is commonly efteemcd of little 
worth. Is it to be expeCled, then ... tbat God fhould profti
tute the bleftings of his love to cold and difdainful petitions, 
to lukewarm and illdiffe~nt petitioners? And are there 
not alas! too olaoy ,,-ho " afk and have not, becaufe they 
" afk amits," who: by their feeble and heardefs demands, 
do juftify, and, if I may ufe ruch an expreflion, even fo
licit a refufal ? 

m. 'Ve proceed to the third tbing propofed in th~ 
method; which \\-as, To point out the great advantages 
,.hich tlow from ,,-reftling with God. "fhefe in confe
quence of what hath been already faid, may be con fide 1'

eel as all centring in one )lQint, 'C;z. its power and effi
cacy in procuring the bleffings. Nothing can be raid 
ftrOnger on the benefit of ~TefUing with God, tban that 
we fhaU affuredly prevail. The fuccefs of Jacob's wreft
ling is recorded in the paffage inunediately following the 
text, verfes 2.7't 28, 29- "Ancl he raid unto him, What 
" is thy name? And he faid Jacob.. And he faid, Thy 
U name fhall be called no more Jacob, but ]frael: for as 
" a prince haft thou JlCwer with God and with men, and 
" haft pre\tliled. And Jacob afked him, and raid, rrell 
" me, I pray thee, th} .. name. And he raid, \\1herefore 
" is it that tllOU don afk after m}? name? and he bleffed 
" him the!e." Bl.t that I may iUuftrate this a little in a 
prallkal Olanner, ohfer\·e, that the efficacy of wrefUing 
with God in prayer, appears from the three following con
fider .ltions. 



• 

FtlWflCJ and lmjXJflUility ill p,.tJy~. 47 t 

t. It prepares and difpofes the r.eople of God for re. 
ceiving rus mercies, and in fome cates is if felf tIle aflual 
poffeflion of them. Every l1art of the divine conduCt to· 
wants his faints is fuU of wifdonl, and full of grace. One 
reatOn why he who knows our wants, requires us to pray, 
is, that we may be prepared for a profitable Cupply. \Ve 
may alfo ren affured, that be will not delay his interpofi. 
tion one moment beyond the tineit {eafon. Now, that 
anlent prayer, wreftling, and importunity with God, is the 
beft preparation for receiving his mercies, is plain, both 
in refpetl of worth and capacity. It may feern, indeed, 
improper to fpeak of any fitners as to worth for receiving 
the diville mercies, whicll are all free antI Ullmeritted on 
our part, however dearly pur~hafed on the part of ollr 
iurety. But, my brethren, with due caution, we may 
alfo take in this confKleration, the tather that it is in the 
exercife of prayer that this fitn~ds is obtained: which 
plainly lhews, that it cometh froln God, that it is his O\VII 

gift, and his own work. Is not that perfon the fitter for 
deliverance from diftrefs of any kintl, and for the commu
nications of divine favor, who is wholly emptied of him
felf, truly and deeply humbled, brought prollrate before 
~ Divine Majefty, convinced and fatisfied of the vanity 
of all created enjoyments, and breathing after God, as his 
fole refuge and confoJation, which he will not, and cannot 
forego? 

~Iay we not alfo fay, that he is mIlch more fit, than one, 
on the other hand, who flies franl God with impatient com
plaints. or Cullen difdain; or who, without afking heIp 
froln above, when Olle earthly cO\~lfort fails him, clea \'fS 

the dofer to another? 1~he great, if not the only end of 
diville correfiion, is, to weaken tile po\ver of tin, to make 
us feel the vanity of the creature, and to break every at. 
tachment to the world that is illordinate and exceffive. 
When tllis end is obtained, therefore, mufi oot tile rod be 
withdrawn? and will not this promife be certainly ac
conlplilhed? that the Lord win ~, appoint unto them that 
" mourll ill Zion, to give unto them beauty for all,es, the 
U oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praife for the 
" fpirit of heavinefs, that they might be called trees of 
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" righteoufnefs, the planting of the Lord, that be might 
" be glorified;" If. hi. 3. H we lock into the tcripture 
qualifications for receiving the communications of divine 
love, .... "e {hall find the chief of them to be, the- eameflnefs 
of our own defires: If, Iv. I. " 110, every one that thirfl
" etll, come }Ye to the waters, antI he that hath no money ; 
" come ye, buy and eat, yea, come, buy wine and milk 
" without money, and without price." 

Further, wreflling and importunity in prayer gives a 
capacity of relifhing the mercies of God. 1'hey are then, 
and not till then in the fame degree, trl11y Inercies, ear· 
neftly defired~ infinitely prized. It is a common and 
beaten remark, That the worth of a~y mercy is never 
known till we are deprived of it. Th~re i: ~at acce1s 
to obferve this in the Chriftian life, not only in ib ~gin
ning, but in every ftep of its progrefs. 0 how refrefhing 
is the intimation of pardon to a convillced finner, who 
hath long trembled through fear of wrath, or to the be
liever, \vho hath long groaned uncler a fpirit of bon(lage ! 
o ho\v ravifhillg is a fenfe of divine love to tllat child of 
God ",ho hath long cODlplained of the hiding of his Father's 
face! Wheell, after he hath been loft on a rea of temptati
ons~ one ·wave or hillo\v following clore upon the back of 
811other, he is at ]aft recei,'ed into a peaceful haven! the 
t"lJfrlasting arms are ftretched round about him, the ... faith. 
jU/llCSS of God is his fhield and buckler, and the fircngth 
of the Almighty his impregnable fecurity? 1'here is no 
fuch flayednefs or cOlnpofure of mind as after a variety of 
trials. Ffhe exercifed Chriftian has tried and thrown away 
every broken reed, one after another; he hath fOll11d the 
vanity of every refuge of lies; and hath fettled his hope 
en the immoveable foundltion of the Rock of ages, which 
foall never fail. ' 

I added, in entering on tllis l)artic\l)ar, that \vrefllil1g 
and importunity in prayer is in mallJ cafes itfelf the pof
ieillon of the very mercies \\·e defire. It is the exercife 
of almoft every gracious difpoJltion. To increale in fane
tification, to have his graces firellgthene(l, and his corrup
tions fulxlued, is the llabitual antI prevailillg defire of every 
real believer. But how can this be more effeCtually ob. 
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tained than by ferv~nt prayer? Ho,,-, a1ll1 ,,-b'!~, .:an 
any gracious dilpofition be either more impro,-t'd :lnd 
ftrengthened, or more dearly difcemed, ta'lan \l'"h~n it is 
in exercite. taith, love, ~niteMtial IOOd\Y, trull.. and 
refignation, are the vcry difpolitiol)s eJfelltial to a \\·reillil~b 
believer. Perhaps fome ,,-ill r.'l~', True iu(lcetl; but tile)· 

are only attempting to fhew thcmfclves, olten dilco\·~ri .. g 
their wea1mefs, fometinles yiekling to their oppofit~ 
Alas! lays the Otriftian, my faith is often over .matcha.l 
with unbelief, and 01Y love contradided by in}patient com· 
plaints: what is my p:nitential forrow but w~ping over 
a hard heart? my trull &0<1 refignation is b!lt a fhort.lh-cd 
promiie: in a little time my courage iail~ and J anI ready 
to tremble at the falling of a leu: Bllt my dear breth~ll~ 
is not tbe importunate wreftler maintaining the conftit't~ 
inftead of yielding to the flream? and hOlY infinitely pre. 
f~1'able are his hours of deepeR anguifh to that f10thful an(1 
unequal condua to be obferved in many tecure anti tr-r. 
mal Chrillians! It is al(o certain, that Dlany timc:s tIe. 
liveBllce comes unlooked for. As the PlaIn.ift '--"s, lh:.t • 
\vhilft he was muting the fire bunled; fo it frequently 
happens, that a gracious God, vifits difirefTt't1 fouls, ~\·en 
when they leaft expeCt it, with the joy of his fal\"ati()n~ 
and caufetb the bones which he hath broken to rej(}i~. 

2. The efficacy of importunate prayer appears from 
the promifes of fuccefs which are annexed to it in fcrir" 
ture. I mult here begin by obferving, that there are 
Dlany commands in the \\~onl of God to pray, to pray 
without ceafing, to continue infiant in pra~er. Now, 
every comman(;~ to pray, con!ains in it a promife of a gra. 
cious anfwer from the he3rer of prayer. It necdfariJy 
implies it. The truth of God is a pl~ll~e ;lUll ft:c;urity 
tor it. He would not deceive us \\-jth ,-aill hopes, or Illtt 

us upon a fruitlefs attempt: for he is not a nlan, that he 
fhould lie. But betides this general confideratioll, there 
are mAny exprefs promifes particularly to the earnefinefs 
and impoltullity of the defire: Prov. ii. 3, 4, S. " Yea, 
" if thou crieft after knowledge, and lifteft up thy voice 
" for underfianding; if thou feekeft her as 61\'er, au(1 
" karthen for her, as for hid treafllres: then fhalt thou 
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" underHand the fear of the Lord .. and find the knowledge 
&f. of God." See aI.o the parable of the iOlfA>rtunate widow, 
antl the unj~1l judge, Luke xviii. I, which concludes 
thu~ ver. 7' 'l And than not God avenge his own ele6, 
" which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long 
" with theln :" 

Let me beg your atten!ion to anoth~r paffage recorded 
in the 17th ch.pter of l\fatthew, ,.-here there was brought 
to our Saviour a poife[ed perfon, whom his dilciplc!i coultl 
not cure: ver. 19, 20, :ll .. "Then caOle the diJeiples to 
" Jdus apart, and raid, \\oy could not we caU him out? 
.~ And Jc:tus iaid unto them~ Becaufe of your unbeJief: 
U for verily I {'1 unto you, ) f ye have faith as a grain of 
" muftard-fee.l, } .. c thall tay unto this mountaill, Remove 
" hellce to YOiltler place, alld it thalJ remove; &110 nothing 
,~ fban be inlpoffible unto YOll. Howbei~ thi~ kind goeth 
n not. out, but by prayer and rafting." 1"'his palfage is 
Jomewhat remarkable, and entirely to our prefent purpofe. 
It {hews, that in the ~OQomy of divine grace, there are 
tome merdes that may be obtained by Ie&, and fome that 
~uire more earneR and fenpent prayer.. This fpedes of 
devils, ;t {~ems, \\-0(1)«.1 not yield to the fmle influence 
that others did. 5..-e only furt..her Ja.mes v. 16. u Confds. 
.. , your falllts one to another, and pray one for aJlother~ 
&L that ye may be healed: The efFeau:al fervent prayer of 
-, a righteous nlan availeth much,» 

3- In the /d$1 place, The fanle thing appears fronl the 
daily ex pericllce of tile people of Gotl, and many Dlemo
rable examples of the efficacy of prayer. I might cite a 
great number of there to YGU from the holy fcripturcs, 
\\·hir.h are not only a facred repofitory of divine truth, but a 
hil10ry of divin:: Provid~nce. 'You may take the fcw 
following inftances. Abraham's intercefiory pnyer fer 
Sworn, in \\~hich that ancient patriarch. l.ul10rcd "'itil 
the glorious title of the j"iellli '0]- G.7il, was allowed to 
p:eatl wi!h him, to repeat and urge his requefi, as wt"ll as 
to tirengthen it with arguntents. It is tru~, it raved not 
the whole city from defiruaion; y~t was it heard in every 
part of it, according to its tenor. Nay, even though the 
ten righteous, which was his lowell fuppofition, were Dot 
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lOund in it; yet the few righteous that were there, were 
not invoJr~d in the general calamity, hu\ fuffcred to efcape. 
Take alfo the example of Elias, as cited b~' the apatite 
J~me~ chap. v. 17. 18. U Elias \Vas a man fubjea. to like 
" paffions as we are, and he prayed earneftly that it might 
u not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the fpace of 
" three years and fix months. And he prayed again, and 
1& the heaven gave rain, and the earth hrought forth her 
,e fruit." See the cafe of Daniel, recorded in tIle ld cl13p. 
ter of that book, particularly the 17th, 18th and 19th \'erfes 
of that chapter, where YOll ,,-ill learn, that, bJr tile l111itetl 
prayer of Daniel and his companions, the fecret of 'the 
king's dream \,'as COIllD1UIlicated tc tllem ill a re\'e1(ltioll 
from hea\"en. 1 only add the inflance recorded Matth. 
xv. 21, and downw·ards, \vhere the woman of Canaan 10 
importunately preffes her rcqlieft, and at Jaft receives this 
aruwer: ver. 28. "~rben JdilS anfwered and laid unto 
" ber, 0 woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even 
" as thou wilt. And her daughter was ulade whole frOln 
I' th1t very hour • 

.; 

1 might eafily mention many more Ittent examples of 
the.rfficaeyof prayer; but thofe which ha\ye been already 
produced are abundantly fullident. 1'he truth is, lain 
llerfuaded that every ferious Chriftian is able to recollea 
eXainples of it from his own experience; and furdy they 
are of all others moll inexcuf:,ble, \\~ho reftrain rra)'cr be .. 
fore God, after they have known the unfpeak~he bc:nefit 
which ftO\\'S from it. 

1\1. LET us now make fome pra8ical improvement of 
\\lhat hath been raid on this fubject. 1\11(1, 

I. Suffer me to improve \\;hat hath been raid, fer the 
convillion and reproof of thufe who are habitually un· 
mindful of this important duty. Alas! my brethren, what 
reafon ha\'e we to complain of the negleCt of wrdUing, 
and want of importunity in prayer! Is not t!le J~nguag~ 
itfelf become unfafllionable, alld liable to fcorn? As a 
perfon as eminent in ftation as in piety once faid, " Men 
" have now devifed a fmooth and eafy way to heaven, 
" C!uite contillent with the fpirit of the w.orld, in w hkh 
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"temptations and fpiritual confliCts, and inward trials, 
, .. arc Ullknown. " Bllt be affllred, however changeable we 
are in our fancy and inclination, the word of God abideth 
for ever. 1'llere is very great reafon to fear, nay tllere is 
good ground to affirm, that thofe who are ilrangers to 
wrdUing with God in prayer, are fleeping in fecurity, 
and tInder tIle doolinioll of fill. You will fay perhaps, 
you li\'e at eare and utl(iifiurbe(l. It may be fo, and it is 
to much the worft~; for the prince of this world, will always 
conlult the 'p~ace and quietnefs of his own fubjeCts. 

I would eameft]y intreat every hearer of the gofpel to 
fuift!f this reproof to enter il1to his mind, as it is what can 
be certainly known only to God and your own fouls. 
TIIOllgh there is fufficient out\varcl evidellce of tIle gene
ral negleCt of this duty, how far any perfon is particular. 
ly guilt}" mull be left to the determination of his o\vn 
confcience, and the judgment of him who feeth and fearch. 
eth the heart. If there is any among you who habitually 
delpifeth prayer, who makes every little bufinefs, eyery 
little inliilpofition or lazinefs of mirld, an excufe for ne
gleCting or poflponing it: if there are any who fatisfy 
themfelves with a dead curfory formality in duty; who 
c,lll in queflion the reality of communion with God in 
others, becau[e they are flrangers to it themfelves; with. 
out all doubt they have great caufe to fear, that they are in 
the gall of bitte~nefs, and in the bond of !niquity. Tell 
me, what is the reafon of your bar.kwardnefs· to drawing 
llear to God? Is it not, that )10U are afraid of coming 
into his pretence? Is it not, that you cannot bear the 
opening of your hearts? Is it not frOin fome dark jea~ 
loufy and fufpicion, that all is not right with you, though 
you had rather caver than confefs it? My earneft prayer 
to God is, that though you keep at a dillance frOlD him, he 
may not keep at a diflance from you; that he Inay, by 
his Spirit, convince you of your danger, and, in great 
Inercy, deliver YOll from this miferable ilate. 

:1. You may learn, from what has been faid, one great 
('ante of the low ftate of religion, and the barrennefs of or
(linances among us at prefent. It is the neglect of prayer, 
and that many, though they may condefct!ud to afi.~) yet 



Fervenc)' ami importullity ilj Praytr. 4ii 

do tlot tllirlk it v;ort1l tllcir \vIlile to \\:reflJe fnr tIle l)Itffin~. 
1'he protane are llot th<:: only perlons jnfUy chargeable 
with a JaiJure in tJlis llart of tJltir (illry-. j\·Iany real Cllrif. 
tiam: are apt to Ib.cken their <1i1i.~l"nce in this important 
exercite, alltl 111allY often rea(l tl1eir 1ill ill tlleir PUIlif11-
mellt. But is it not ver}' \V()11(lerfuJ, Illy llrctllrell, tl!at 
thofe \vho have once talie<.l th,\t tile Lorll is gracious. \V:10 
have kllO\Vn tJ1e f\Vcttlltls of comnlllnion \Villl G()d, filOlli,.l 
t:vtr loIe it by their o\vn in(lifiere11ce and l)al.~l~\vardrleis 
to nlailltaill it? \T et llfre \ve mllfi-, of neceilit)T, l~\v tIle . ~ 

bl~-l.nle. 'Ve mull iiill fa)Y, ill jtlilificltioll of his l)r,)\.~t!-
dllre, If. lix. I, 2. '~Bell0id, tht Lor(l's Jlancl i3110t fhort
~~ ened, that it Cal1Jl0t t:lve: Ileitller llis car llea\"}y, tl1at it 
" callnot hear. Bilt your illilluities hav'e feparate~l 11e
u tween you and your GoJ, and your fins have hid hi!) 
" face fronl you, that Ile \~lill not hear.>' It feems to all
pear from the experience of ChrifHans, that God is jealous 
of their treatment of llis love, and deepl}7 refellts the aliell
ation of their affeCtiolls; and therefore, to l1ave fenfibLe 
joy in him, and to walk in the comfort of the holy G:10fi-, 
\vhicll is fo great a privilege, callilot be preferved \\··itllOllt 

tIle greaten: \Vatcllfulileis on tllcir part, and tIle greatcll 
confiancy in l)rayer. 

3. Suffer me now, in a few words, to exhort every per
(on in tllis a[embly, alld in particular tllole who ha\'e 1~) 
lately renewed their engagement to God, over the fym
boIs of tIle brokell bOll)' alld flled blood of Chriil, to gi\Te 
themfdves unto prayer. 0f what ufe is your being au
mitted to tllis facrecl table, if it do not inclille }'OU to li\Je 
nearer to Goel in tIle habitual tell0r of " our life? 1'11is is 

J 

the yery l)rivilege \Vllich \ve obtain by the bloocl of Cllrijt, 
tl1at \ve llave acceis \vith bolclncfs and confidence tllrollgfl 
the faith of him. rrhis is the very advantage that we ob. 
tain by his contil1tlal intercefilon before tIle tI!rone, Ht:lJ. 
i\T. 14, 10. "Seeillg tllell tllat we have a great high prielr, 
,~ that is pa[ed into the heavens) Jefus the Son of God, 
" let tlS 1101(1 fail Otlr profeffioll. Let us tlleret'ore COlne 

" bol(.lly unto tIle tJlrC)lle of grace, that \\'e 111ay obtaitl 
" mercy, al1tl filld grace to lle]p ill tilne of need." A,~aiil, 
have yOll not devoted your lives tv the fen"ice of G.od ~ 
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have you not promifed to keep his commandments? How 
do you expea to fulfil your pronliJe? Are you not realiy 
to fay, ~ Not unlefs he be pleafed himfdf to preferve anti 
, keep me; not unlefs he put his Spirit within me, and 
, \vrite his la\vs in n1y heart?' And do YOll not kno,,·, 
that lIe hath fdi(l, ,,\9 et for a11 tllefe things ,,-ill I be en .. 
'. quired of by the houfe of Ifrael to do :t for them ?', I 
will aJk you one que Ilion nlore. Do ),ou not know that 
you are yet in an evil world? Do you not know what va
riety ofteOlptations and fuffenngs you may yet be expofetl 
to ? How filall you bear up under trials; how· {hall you 
" glorify God in the day of vifitation, U if you Ih-e h~hi~:l
ally at a diftance from him? ehriDians, it is te him you 
lUuft look when trouble cornetll \!pon you. All other re· 
fuge will foon fail: and vanity, vanity, be feen written 
upon the creature. But with what confufion muft you 
then lift up your eyes to him, if you forget him in protpe
lity! Therefore let me befeech you, in the moft earnefi 
lnanner, to renew your diligence in the exercife of pray
er. In ~ particular manner, I muft recommend this ex
ercife to young perfons. You, my dear brethren, are 
expofetl to n1any dangers, your flrength fmal], )"our ex
perience little, your knowledge imperfect. Live a life of 
p ray et, and dependance upon God, Daniel and his 
cOlllpalliollS \vere }'oung perfons, yet mighty ill pra}"er : 
tllerefore learn it early, practife it diljgentl}~, and wait 
upon it habitually and confiantly. IIear what the prophet 
fays in commendation of it, Ita. xl. 29, 30 , 31. "He 
" givetll po\\'er to the faint; and!il tllem that ha\·e no 
" might, he increafeth firength. Even the youths 1haH 
"faint and be weary, and the young men fhall utterly 
"fait But they that wait upon the L~rd fhall renew 
" L~eir firength: they ihall mount up with wings as ea· 
u gles, they fhall run and not be weary, and they fhall 
" walk alld not faillt." 

4. I fhall conclude the fubjeCt, by giving you two or 
three direCtions for the prefervation and improvement of 
the fpiritual life; and particularly for ~nabling you to 
perfevere with uniformity and conlfort in the exercife of 
llra)'er, 
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J. Be watchful and circumfpea in the whnle of your 
converfation. Let it be your gFe3t aim, to k~il con. 
fciences void of otrcilce towan)s God and to\\-anls mall. 
Prarer and watchfulnefs h .. ,"c a :eciprocal influence upon 
one another. Negletl of prayer will m~ke you yield tc 
temptation, ant) tl'.e indu)~nce of fin \\-i!) n13ke }'OU afraid 
to pray. But habitual w3.t~hf\llners \\"ill call}- you with 
comfort to G.d, at the hour of pr.lyer t both in thank. 
fulnefs for ~ft mercies, and reliance on hiln lor future 
Jlrength. 

:1. Obferve with attention the courfe of his prc\"illence 
to\Varl)s you. Enumerate his mercies to }'OU in prorp~,·i
ty, adore his righteous \ViII ir. ad,-erfity. Let this be the 
\,"ork, not only of particular leaf OIlS, but of every (}:\y. 

This will at once fhew you the necefiity, and ahundantly 
fllpply the matter of pnayer. If you do othen\-ife. you will 
go to prayer without any clear a..'ld determinate vie\\-s of 
what you are to pray tor, and then it is no \VOlltlet' that it 
degenerate into a lifeJefs form.. Once more, 

3.. Be mucb empleyed in interceOion for others.. This 
noble tefiimony of Chrifiian love, has the nlOlt pow~fful 
influence in \\~.lrlnillg the heart, alld enlivenill~ tile ancc
tions in prayer. It haPllens fretluentl}', tilat tllQJ~ \\'ho 
have hardl}~ a \vor(l to fa}· for themfelves, and "'hore! de ... 
fires an: quite heavy and languid as to what regards th(ir 
own intereft-; no fooner come to fupplicate for others, than 
they are enabled ttl pour out their whole fouls before GOo] 
\vith the greatefi fulllCfs of expreJflOo, and enlargelll~nt of" 
affeaion; as if it \\"ere ~he purpoie of God, to in,,-ite us t. 
this e.'iercifc, by honoring it with a particular mark of his 
acceptance and approbation. Oh that it would pleaie God 
to reviye among prole-ffing Chrillians a fpirit of prayer,. 
that when they cannot unite !n fc:ntiment, they nlay unite 
in prayer; that when impiety and immorality are bold 
and infoltllt, they may oppofe them by prayer; and that 
when they are fiandered, infulted, or ahufcd by their ene
mies, they may find uufpeakable comfort in imitating 
their dying Saviour, loving them that hate them, b!dfing 
them that curfe them, and l)raying for them who ddl)ite~ 



fl111)' l!fe tl~eln and ~rfecllte them. I cOllclude \\-ith tl~e 
\\"or~:$ of the :\poflle Jll(le, \~er. ~-l, 25, " Ko,\r unto Ilitn 
" that is ahle to keep you from falling, and to prefent you 
h fauhl~fs before the rrei~nce of his glory with exceeding 
u joy, to the only wiae Grl(t ollr Sa,-iOllr, he glory and 
"majefl~\ dominion and power, b~)th llO\~ and e\"er. 
" _I\'ll~n~" 
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SERlVI0N 13. 

-ea. • ..__ 

T liAT obedience is (ltle to God from all !~;s i!1tel1: .. 
gent creatures, I fuppofe none here prefcnt w:U 

d~!l)r. It is tIle original ullc!lange~l)le Ja\\' of creatiC'Jl~ 
\\-l.ic)l ever}· after difl:overy fer\~cj Ilot to lltl(!Lte:-lnitl~:~ 
but to fupport &\110 confirm. It was the religion of man 
in his prilniti\'e fiate of innocenre ; and it fhall be the 
religion of )leaven, when \VC; fila1] fee Ollr l\'Iaker as }le is .. 
'l'h~ \·crv excellence oftrutl1 itfcli lies ill its illflllCllCC ()ll 

." 

holinels, and the very purpofe of every f:lcreJ iufiitution 
is to form our minds to a habit of obedience and fllhjefti-
011 to tl!e \\!ill of God. 

In tile lllean time it is of tIle llt1110fi: monlellt, tllat \re 
have dear and juft conceptions of the natUl"t= and princi-
1)les of obediellce, all(l tllat \\!C guar{l agaillfi tIle errors 
that are often comnlitte(l 011 tllis fllbjetl. SOlne, trol11 a 
parti~l or exceliive attachmcl1t to 011e bral1c!1 of (lu t)r, are 
apt to (lifl)arage atlother; an(1 fOtllc are apt to make a fllC

rit of tlleir zeal :\11(1 (liligcnce in Olle tlut)F, as if it \\'ol:ll1 
])rocure illulllgence for tllelll ill t11e \rilful neglect of a~lC·· 
ther. From the language in the remarkable pafiage of 
lcripture which I have chofen for my te:~t, it is p!ain, that 



facrifices, or the outward worfhip of God, are fom~times 
Dlatie a cover for the negleCl of obt:dience.. Kor are then: 
wanting other paffages where complaints are brought 
a~inft the fame miUake. On the other hand, this paffage 
,,,here the text lies, anll another espreffion a-k:n to it in 
the gofpel .. "I will have mercy, and not facri6ce," have 
lleen grofsly nlifallplial, to bring contempt llpon e\·ery 
pofith'e infiitution .. and even upon the whole exerdfes of 
piety; and that by fuch perfons as do '~C'ry little honor 
either to tllernfel\~es or their opinions, by tile jlerfcflion 
of their obedience. I ha\-e chofen there! \\-ortls, \vith:l 
view to the illforo1atioll and conviaioll oi both thefe forts 

, of perfons, and for the inllruaion and edificati(m of thofe 
who defire to walk in the flnlight path of duty .. without 
turning to the right hand or to the left.. In difcourfing 
further upon them, I propofe, 

I.. ·roopen a little .. and make a few remirk~ on the hif
tory which gave occafion to the worus of the prophet. 

II~ ']'0 fhew in \\'"hat rerpet\: it is., that obe(liellCe is op
poled and preferred to facrifice, or julUy callal ;".:It~r, as 
ill tl1e \vords of tIle text. 

III. In the Ian pJace, To Inake fonle application of the 
fuhjea. 

I. FIRS1', then, I al11 to open a little, .lnd nlake a fe\\· 
renlarks upon tIle hiilory which gave occafioll to the \\-OTtls 

of the prOllhet. This \viII t'le tIle more proper, tllilt the 
, felting this part of the facred fiory in a dear light, will 

both afford us fome exceilent inflrllCtiollS, an(1 alfo ob\'iate 
the cavils of unreafonable men. The people called Ama. 
lekites ,\'ere (leri,'ed, allcl ha{l their nllne .. fran) one flnl,;:'I. 

fell, the ton of Elal1's eidefl fon Eliphaz, by a concubine. 
(Gen. xxxvi. 12.) rl'lle firft merltioll \\-e ha\'c lllatie {'t' 
thenl as a people, \vas their being en~aged in a \:ery lin

jufi war with the children of IfrJcl. (Ex. xvii. 8.) T'his 
provoked God to determine, or at leaft upon this occafioa 
he \\ras pleaiecl to intimate, t:leir bein~ (le\'ote(l to lltter 
defirutlion; as Exod. x"ii. 14, 15, 16. "And the Lord 
" fai(l unto l\!Iofes, 'Vrite this for a olelnorial ill a book, 
" and rehearfc it in the ears of Jofhua: for I will utt~rly 



" put out the rem~nlbnll\.""'e of ... \m:ll~k fr~m under ht'3\'cn. 
" AntI ~I\)res bta:lt all :tltaf, antI C,llietl t!'C naillt! of l~ 
" Jehovah nilli. lor he fail;, lkc:mft" t~e l.orJ ha!b (wt'rn, 
" th3.~ the Lon) \,"ill ha\'e \\'"ar "'jth i\malck Ii(l." gCllen .. 

" tiO'l ,0 ~11eration." 
The injuliice tnd imJlidy of this :t8ion of the Amale

kite~ which pro"oked God, not only to !h~ .. !e~ but to 
f\vcar their (leflrutlion, I8&Y be IcanlcJ frolll the aCCOullt 

of tbis matter gi\"cn us in Deut. xxv. Ii, 18, 19. "R~. 
" melnber \\"hat ~\ma1ek did unto thee h,' the \\'a'·, ""he •• 

~ .. 
~t; ye Wtf'C' .. 'Ollle fonh out of E~pt: how he met th~ l'..v 
" the \,-ay, a~ld Ji'lote the hindmofl of the~, e,'en ail t}.~t 

• 
" u·ere tech}\! (lellinll tll~~ .. ""hen thou \,.II f41int alit) \\"~a-
" ry; and he 1~3.rcd not God. Theref\ln: it iball be, when 
'" the Lord thy Goel hath ginn thee !'eli (ronl aU thine 
" enemies rountl ~bout, in the land which the Lonl tlly 
" Got! gi\ etil thee fur an inberitmce to poffefs it~ th~,t 
t, thou fh~t blot out tile remeillbrance of .l\m:l!ek from 
" under hea,'en; thou fhalt not forget it.~J Fronl this it 
appears, that th~ Amalekites attacked the J:radit~s tm
llrovoked, and without any caufe; for the }tl'3dikS nti
ther intended to poflets themfdv~s of their c()t!ntTy, nor 
were they fo nluch as paRing by thdr bonlers~ which 
nligllt ha,-e gi,-cn them fome C:lUre of fufpicion. '\~ith .. 
out any thing of this fort, they came out of their own 
country to attack tile Itiaelites in the \\lPildenlc:s, eitht·r 

<# 

in confequence of the old gn~"e !letween l~au and J;lcoh, 
or from a principle of covetoufuefs, to feh:e upon the 
TiclIes \\·hich the)- heard the children of Ifrael had hrougi!t 
out of Egypt. 

It is furthcr obftrved, taltat they cut off t h\lfc that were 
iaint and w~ary, when the diflrdfed condition of that p~o· 
pIe feeoleu ~!her to call for COOlj. lilion mel help. 1'ilis 
\vas unjuft antl cru~J; alld difco\lPers theln to l~a\-c l~~ll cl 

ravage and profligate ~opJe; elpeciaJ)y if one: circum, 
fiance more be taken notice o~ that the)· Jill ~\Il tllis ill 

open defiance and contempt of God. They had no doubt 
heard, that he interefied hhnfdf in a panicul:ll" manne, 
in the prelen'atioll cf the Ifraelites~ and was, in ~ liter:t~ 
ienfe$ their king and governor; and thcn:fore it is ~:a:J 



partic:ular:y"t '"cr •• S, of the Jan cited paa:,~, that .~ 
.Amtllc:kit~s "I~a~'(l not God. t, Is there any thing abfurd 
or unfll~tahic: to t~ majeR, of the King of kin~ in his 
dc:daring he would h:u,"e \\"ar with fucb a propJe f1'Oln ~_ 
neration to gener.ltion, and at lafi defiroy them, as he 
ttrtainly forekne\v tbat they would not gro\\" beuer, hut 
,,·orfe: alld \\·orle : 

ut liS net onlit to obfc:n"e the long-fuffcring anti pati. 
ence of God. It was nut till ;ome hllUtlreds of years af
tcnva ... J~ that oTilers \\'en: ifi'ue,l out to pill the ientence 
in exe~utioll a~aiun that people, \\'hen they h~d fil:cd up 
the me.tfufe of their inic.l':ities~ ami were ripe lor ju;:lgment. 
-rhis appears evidi:ntly fronl the hint~ of their chander 
~i\"~n iii the chapter where th~ te~t lies.. -fhey an: cal
kd, ,·c.fe 18, "the finue~ the .AmaJckite~~· by way of 
emphafi~, to thew, tbat they were eminently wicked allO\"e 
all other people.. It is no Icfs evicl~nt, that their king 
that ruJetl o\'er ~henl \\'as a ~!00(1}· cr-Jcl 1113n, from the 
,,'ortIs of Samuel to bim, ""erie 33~ "As tby fwon.l hath 
-, 11lade \\'omen chil()Jefs, fo Rlall tby mother be chilillefs 
u among ~"'onl~n.~' PfheJe cin;unlftan~es make it highly 
p~ble, that ~hi~ prince anti his peopl~ were commonly 
enlpl(l}'~l in the lr~~~le of \rar .. i:l )llll!li.)cri:lg all:'} Illl!rder

ing filt:h of their neigl~hars :IS thc:r were able to fubdue. 
Now, how grountUdsare ~II tht: tr~ical outcries of ~lnbe
lievers againft this part of the hifiory of the Bible! Is not 
GoJ the fllpre:.ne difpn!~r of e\"t;~y event? Is not the late 
of nations uecided by l~;s righteous ~vill? Is he n('t known 
hy the e~ercife of this his holy prero~;"ti\"e~ u. Veng~lncc! 
\ .. is lnine; I will repay r' It is incontdhble, fronl ma
c. ny undoubted fa.:'ls in the hiiiory of PrGvillcnc~, t:13t 
" ,·erily there is a God that judgeth in the ear!h." Oil! 
that this \\~ere COllli(lerecl in tilnc bv nlall\~ \\'ho are beJ(1 

~ . 
ellollgh to illlpeach the COll(luct of tileir l\"Iaker, to \\"hOlll 

one part of the charaCter cf the AOlalekites fc:enls very 
3Fplicable, u ·rhey rear not Gv~t" 

· It will I~rhaps be expeaeu, that I lhoul11 take particu
lar notice of that part of the command gh'en to Saul to 
deilr<lY the "inf~nts anll fucklings," together with thole 
who wer~ ~ome to age. On this you nlay obr~n'es thlt it 



was no more than tbe c~Crtift! of that ;tbfolutc ribht \\ !lich 
God hath to the lives of all his cre:.tun:s. lie g&"C: th~m 
3t his plc;llurc, :ilk! he lnay recall t!'em \\-hene,-er he ,,-ill. 
Thofe u-t.o oif('1' this obje8ion a~4\inll the: fcripture hinory~ 
do not fccm to coniiJcr .. th:tt it milit:1tc:s equally againll 
the daily and '"ifible cour:~ of P:"o\·id.:nce. lio\\· many 
infa.lls Jo \VC ff!t c.l~il}!' t:arri~\.l oft' b)~ tile JiiC:Jf~$ illc.;i('~Jlt 
to tll4&' alate? Do 11~t tl,~ h;:Jf of r.l.tnk~lld die: !It.-tore they 

~ 

grow up to the yc:~rs of r~Oilon ~ Does this hlppcn with. 
out the iorc-kno,,-lc:dge alltl Pio\-it!~I\t:e (\1' Gt.'tl? or (13: e 
any charge hiin with being ulljun in this part of his will ? 
If \\-e dan: llot prelunle to go Co tar, th~n, the C0111111311tl, 

ing the children to be Cllt oifby the hand of 111an, is a n.ere 
Ci"'~Ulllnance, that cannot alter the nature of the c.!t:c~e, 
The fovereignty of Gcd ~ppears in the d::3.refi nl:mncr 
from the: u-hole: of his written word, and from what bap
pens t!\·cry day before our eyes. Inllead, therdore, of 
niing prd'umptuous obj~ruons againft fuch infianc~s as 
this referred to ill the text, it \\·oul~l be tar lllore j\lil, as 
\\-ell as dutiful, to illier fro.'ll them, that \ve ~re ~, COllcei \ .. ~ 
" ed in fin, antI brougllt furth in illiquity;" that \\-c lie 
under an wliverfill forfeiture of life, alld therefore a rigJlle .. 
ous God nlay execute it upon us at whate\'er timet and ill 
\\'hatever manner~ it feems good unto himre1t: 

I Dlight alfo ohferve, that if \ve confider the circum .. 
fiallces in which tlleJe Amalekite childrell \vere, from the 
charaCl:er of their parents, we fhall fee, in the conduct 
of God to\\-ards them, a Dlixture of mercy with judgment. 
1 have already ahren-ed, from the facred hiftory, what 
wicked perfons the Amalckites were. Now, fuppoling 
their cllildren left to be trailled up by their llarellts, the 
prcfumption is, tflat they \,'Ollid have beell formecl b)" their 
pernicious exanlple, to murder and rapine, and all forts 
of wickedncfs; and, in particular, to C\ hatred of the peo
ple and God of Urad. rfhis would have rendered their con. 
dition infinitely more Dliferable than we can poffibly !up. 
pole it by their being cut off in inf,U1CY, before the com
Juiffion of aCtual guilt. Have we not every day befon~ our 
eyes examples of perfons living and dying in tin, to whon" 
it would have been a gr~at rner<;y if their tyt 5J as foou as 
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ever they raw the Hght, had been c10red up in everlafiing 
darkners? Upon the whole, we have reaton to be fully 
fatisfied on every fuch qneflion as this, by refolving it in
to the fovereingty of God; btlt I have fhortly mentioned 
this particular to {how how inc3pable we are of fonning a 
proper judgment of the procedure of Divi: .' Providence; 
and that the order to deflroy " both man al1<.1 ,,·oman, in
" !ant and ruckling," when ~iven by the Lord of nature, 
hath nothing in it either unjuft or unmerciful. 

This awful command was given to Saul, the king of 
Ifrael; which he, being fully 1atisfied cf its coming from 
God, prepared hlmfelf to execute. But he and the peo
ple, from a principle of covetuufnefs, referved what was 
lDoll valuable of the effeCts of the Amalekites for their o\vn 
ufe, in direCt contradiction to the comnland of God, \\7ho 
had ordered the cattle and fubflance of that people alfo to 
be defiroyed~ This was probably done to fho\V, that their 
punifhmellt was an aCt of pure jufiice, without any inten. 
tion to enricll his inheritance by it. WIlen the prophet 
Samuel challenged Saul for his difobedience, he endeavors 
to cover his cOllduCl: by a pretext of religion, verfe 15. 
" And Saul faid, rrhe people fpared the heft of the 
" fbeep, alld of the oxen, to facrifice tlnto the Lord thy 
" God; and the reft we have utterly defiroyed." To this 
my text is the anfwer, made by Samuel, in the name of 
the Lord: "And Samuel fuid, Hath the Lord as great de
" light in burnt-offerings and facrifices, as in obeying the 
" voice of the Lord? Bel101d, to obey, is better than faeri. 
" fice; and to hearken, than tIle fat of rams." 

Before I proceed to the second general head, I will make 
a few obrervatioQs on this piece of hifiory, fQr your infiruc
ti()n. 

I. How eafily are people mined into difobedience by 
their prefent interefi, or carnai inclinations! how ready 
are thefe to mix themfelves in all Otlr aCtions, and to turn 
\vhat was intended as an infiance of obedience, into an aCt 
of impiety and trarifgreffion! The children of Ifrael wou1d 
not (leflroy tIle goodly fubfiance of the Amalekites, ac
cording to the exprefs command of God, that they might 
have it to themfelves; though it is remarkable, that they 
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da not appear from the hinory to have made any difficulty 
in executing what was by far the hanldi part of the com
oland, 'Viz. the flaying of man and woman, infant and 
fuckling, that fell into their hands. Agag, indeed, and 
him 0111y, they excepte(I, perhaps to grace tJleir triumph, 
or from fome otller felfilh motive. Interefi feetns to have 
prevailed here; but there are other paffions alfo which too 
often mix themfelves with our religion. l\falice and an· 
ger, for exarraple, al1U a (lefire of revenge, are often feen 
to intermingle thenlfelves \vith Ollr zeal for the glory of 
God, allel convert one of the moa amiable virtues into a 
deteflable crinle. 

2.. You may obferve how natural it is for 1>t0ple, when 
challenged for any fault, to lay the b1ame of it upon others, 
even when there is little profpea of hiding their own guilt, 
" But the people," fays Satl), ver. 21, " took of the fpoil, 
" 1l1eep and oxell, the cllief of tile tflings \vhich 1hould 
&, have beer} utterly (lefiroyed. " \\Thereas, though no 
doubt they were alio in the fault, he \vas much nlore guilty 
than they. He had received the particular command 
from God: he was king and leader of the people, and 
ought to have refirained them froln aClillg contrary to the 
divine pllrpoie. This, ho\ve~·er, he was fo far from fo 
Jnuch as attempting, that he is fpoken of as confenting to, 
and a chief attor in the offence, vera 9. "But Saul and 
" the people {pared Agag, and the beft of the {heep and of 
"the oxen. J, 1'his di1i)ofition reems to be as old as fin 
itfelf; for we fee it ill the cafe of AdaIn, after eatillg tile 
forbi(lden fruit: Ger1. iii. 11,12. "Ilafl tllOU eaten of 
" tIle tree \vhereof I COtll111arlde(l thee that thou ihouldll: 
"110t eat? AI1U the lllall faid, l'he \VOnlan whom thou 
" gavell to 11e \vith n1e, fhe gave me of the tree, and I did 
"eat." \\T e ought to be hllillbled for it, as a part of the 
corruption of our nature, which is not only prone to the 
commiffion of fin, but backward to repentance or con .. 
feffion. 

3. We may fee it is no unufual thing for men to inli" 
gine they have been obedient to God even in that very 
action by which they have in a remarkable manner fhown 
their difobcdience. This was plainly the cafe with Saul, 
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whom we find maintaining and infifiing 11pon his inno
cence, \'er. 20. "And Sat)) f.lid U11tO Samut), )7 ea, I 
" have obeyed the voice of the Lord, and ha\-e gone the 
" way which tht: I~ord ft!nt me, ftnd have hrought Ar.ag 
" the king of An1a]ek, an(] ha,·e lltter)y defiro}·ed the 
" Amalekites." \Vllere e,-er an}' (lllt)~, 111 its fllbfiance, 
in its circumflanc~s, or e,~en ill its principle, varies fronl 
the rules laid do,':'n for it in the ,,'o!el of Geti, it is etTen. 
tialJy defetli,-e; and \\7Lere the fall1t is ctlpitaJ it becometh 
a fin~ This, I belie,"e, ",ill l~ al\'"!l}7S found to be the cafe 
where merit is pleaded from human performances. 1"rne 
obeclicnce is al\,ra}·s hllml)]e, and fenfible of the imperfec
tiotlS attending it. OJlentatiol1~ obedience, if it \vere fnr 
110 other reafen, is an abonlination in the figllt of Got} .. 

4. How often (loes it happen, that the excufes for fin 
are the aggra\;atic)ns of it! It feen1ed to Satl], tllat he had 
fuHy jufiified his conduCt by faying, that he fp(ut:d of the 
bell of the fpoil, to facrifice tlnto the Lord. If there \V2S 

no fuch thing in his or the peorle's mind, when they de~ 
Farted from their coo1miffion, then it was a fearful aggra~ 
vation of l1is fin, to adcl to it the guilt of falfhood anll hy
))ocrify; nor did it feem to \\'ant impiety, to pretend to of
ter facrifices from the accllrfed ful)flal1Ce of that de,'o!e(l 
T€lCe. If, on the otller hand, they really from the begin
ning intended to prefent a part of the fpoil as a f:1crifice to 
God, it {hows the great cleceitfulllef~ of fin, which fuggefied 
ttlis unll0ly cOlnpoiltion, al1d Inafle them thil1k, that their 
(lifobedience might be atoned for l)y a gift at the altar. 
Many like infhnces might be given in which the excufes 
for fin are an addition to the glliit. 1'}lere are not wa11t
illg fOlTle '.vho, eitfler in a (lolll)tflll or eXl}licit manner, 
would by the blame of their fins upon their lVlaker, and 
impute to the influence of his providence what belongs to 
tIle freedom of their own \\lil~~. .t\t the f~!rlle tiole, it is 
very remarkable, though melancholy to refktt upon, that 
tho!{~ excllfes for fill which carr}? in thell) the Inoti (taring 
profanity, are commonly mon Hupil}'ing to the confcience. 
:':;UCll is the flate of all rll0fe WllO fortj~y thetnfelves in an 
evil praCtice, by embr.~cing loofe principles, who, havillg 
fira gh'en way to unbridled inl~ination in the breach of 



GOll's laws, lieel t~ .. eJ1lreh'cs ~gainft ton,-iaion :lnd rt'ptt~
tJ11Ce, hy a tlellial of his truth. 

5- liow J!reat is the folly of melt ,,·bo hofC to ~tQn~~ 
for tJleir difobe(lience by allY com~nf3tion, bt:t pJrtit 1 _

larly by religious rites! Saul anti his ~oplc, \\'I\t!lc\-er 

\vere ti)eir vie\\Fs at tirft, teem to ba\'e ho~ II l 3t t~y 
migh t efcape the punifhmel!t of difohtdience h~' orat-r in~ 
facrifices. There feern~ to llave been a ten(!rllC\- to tl,:s 
among the lelA'S, in generai, in after times; and· it is the 
Dlifiakell hOlle of hypocrites in e,·ery age. ]~t)t 1:0\\- nl:t .. 
nifeR ;s the error! ho\V grofs is the de)ufioll! S-lcrifices, 
ancl all aCts of \~J"ornlip, (!eri\~e their ver}- llelllt}- 311tl la~_ 
cellence from the dif~fition of the worfhippc:r. !)llil'Dl~n 
tells us, Prov. xv. 8, "The facrifice of the wicketl is all 

" abomination to the Lord; but the prayer of the upri~ht 
" is his dtlight." How abfurd and contradittoT~-, how· 
difhonorahle to God, is it, for the iame perron to be a zea
lous \vorfllipper antI a wicked liver, a man fen-eet in pr3.)"er 
and deceitful in (lealing, heavenly in his langllage and fen
rnal ill his heart! One WOllld think the (lreallflll incollfaf
tency of fucl1 a contlufl: \vould alarm thl' moft dro\\tf)' COI1-

fcience; bi,t God, in righteous judgment, giVES tIp to a 
fpirit of flumber, that they nlay be the ftandard of punilb
Dlellt for the greateR finllers, \\-1:0 fhall be appointed their 
portion " \vith hypocrites and un l1elie\rers, ill tIle lake tJIat 
" burIls \\litll fire and brilllfione for evermore." 

II. I PROCEED to the fecond thing propoftd; which was, 
1'0 fhow in what refpeCl:s it is thatobt=dience is oppofed 
and preferred to facrifice, or jufily called better, as in the 
words of the te}1t. It is not uncommon to hc&r this pal: 
rage produced in order to prove the value of fnoral above 
pofitive precepts. Moral precepts, I fllppofe you know, 
are precepts of perlletual and uncha11geal)le obligation; 
and pofiti\7e, fuch as either have tlot, or do not Jeelu to 
llave, any itltrinfic excellence in themfelves, t,ut (lcpen,~t 
upon the imm.ediate and exprefs infiitution of God. Now 
though, no doubt, if it is done with proper care, and upon 
legitimate principles, a difiintl:ion may be Hated between 
there different kind~ of dutie~.; yet it is plain thitt this cau~ 
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not he !J~ r prit of t~ p:lff~--e ~fore us.. There needs no 
mon: to t:'tasty us of thi~ th"'l to n:flcU upo.. the hillory 
jllnllnttd ai.'O\'e, which J:a~e ocalio •• to the ,,"onls of the 
prophet.. That command of God~ filr dif~i~nce to 
\\ bich Saul was fo Jcv~rdY' reproved, and a't~rw~rds 10 
~~Uy punithcd, was (0 liar fronl being in itfelf a moral 
llUty alltecetknt to the conlm~!lC.I~ that it was I!ot merely 
a pOOtiT~~ but an ccr.afiou.u. and t~mpor.try duty; nay~ 
,,'"itllout tbe e~pre(s appoi!ltm~nt and authority of'" God, it 
l\-oold h,l\-e ~n an atrocious crime~ ~.%.. '~Uu~rJy de
" Ilroyi'l~ tbe Amalekit~ man and \,'ORlan, illiull and 
", Jti~kling .. " ,\.~ have not tbeRlan: the leaft ~ncoorage. 
ment front this eX:lOlpJe to ftl3kc: light of any conlmand 
that is fUllportetl by the infiitutioll and .llthmty ot' God. 
lVel1 tbell~ may it be raid, ,,'ere 110t j~cri6ces inJlitutetJ b)T 

him? and bow does the prophet affirnl in this palrag~~ 
that "~ience is better th."Ul facrifice ?') For illufiRting 
th!s, and at the fame time guarding it againtl p:r\-c:rfioll 
and abofe, I intreat your attention to the foUowing obJer • .. 
Tatloos-

I. Obedience is preferred to facrilices, as they were 
unCOfnlnao(lelJ, free, cuxl voltmtary. It' \\"e ~ttCll(1 to tile 
facrifices under tIle Ja\~, we lhtlll filld them of differellt 
kinds; particui:lrJy, we fhaU find them ditlinguiihet! in 
this refpecl:, that fonle of thenl were exprefsJy" ;illd pofi .. 
ti~pel}t ortla:nc:d, and others were Jeft to the g~-\\·ill or 
jDOllt~lleol.S i:lclillation of' the oflerer. f!l"lle firll \\"ere 

I 

bindinJ upon the whole of that people in the firongefl 
nlallDer .. :111(1 could not be diflleillett ,,-ith; the otJlers \\'eTe 

left to th~!11f:·~ves, as tile occalion nlOll]ll pOiJlt Ollt the 
propriet}~, :tl1(i tile pict}, or gratitu,)e of their llearts lhould 
difpofe to the per!ormance. It would be a great nliftake 
to fuppoJe, that the appointed fen'ice of tI,e fanauary 
Jl"light be oniitte(1 or alterecl by an y human pruciellce, or 
difpenled with, even under pretence of obeJiellCl: to the 
JllOral la\\-. rl'lle obfer,-ation of the Jilbbath, of Cirl:Ulllci. 

fion, of the palfover, the daily bUTnt-offering .. the annual 
iacrifice on the great day of expiation, the tre!pafs-oflering, 
and many others, were fo indifpenfi:tbly neceffary, that 
no oppofiticn Wi!:) to be prefumed or imagined lx:tWQ:B 
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them and the moral )a\1r. Na}', the \vhoJe circllmftanCe$ 
of thele rites \"ere precift:ly tjlecifie(l, ancl th()ie \\-110 vari. 
tel any thing in tile 111anl1er of their obft:rvation were to 
he cut off from tlleir people. For this fee Exodus xii. 
19.: xxxi. 14, anrl ntallY other paifages. I lnun fllrther 
obier\~e, that even \\~ith refpeCt to voluntary or fj-ee.\viJl 
offerin~s, though they were left at liberty whether they 
,,·olll(l ofler filch at all or not; yet if tlley did offer, the 
lllantler itl \Y)lich it behoved to be condllfl:ed, \\9as &tl)· 
pointed precifdy, and they were forbidden to depart ti-onl 
it, tInder the fame a\\-flll (~naion. \1" ou may fee the rules 
laid down for peace-offerings in the 2d and 3d chapters of 
Leviticus; and for the d.mger of any error in attending 
on them, tee 1~\7. vii. 20, 21.; I~v. xl'ii. 8, 9. No\\~, 
nothing can be more plain, !han that the facrifices Wllich 
Saul and his people had in view to offer, or at lean p.e
tended to have had in \-ie\v, \vere Volul1tary or free-"-ill 
offerings: they were no part of the regular, fiated, unal
terable fervice of the fanCtuary; but might be offerc:d or 
not, as they themfelves thought proper. When you re· 
member this, my brethren, you will fee with how great 
juftice and force the prophet oppofes facrifices of this kind, 
to obeying the voice of the Lord: "Hath the Lord <is 
" great delight in btlrnt-offerings, as in obeying the ,"oice 
" of the Lord ?', As if he had faid, Can }'OU ilnagine 
that God will be as well pleafed witl~ gifts of your own 
devifing, as \vith a ftria and l)unCtual executioll of tIle 
orders which himfelf had given; efpecially when the very 
facrifices you would offer to him, are purchafed by the 
breach of his o\vn exprefs cOlllmand ? 

The words of the text having been fpoken by the 01<1-
Tefiament prophet, and in language direCtly fuited to the 
circumfiances of that difpenfation, I have kept the laws 
of the Mofaic reconomy clofely in Vie\\l. rfhe fpirit how. 
ever of the whole, and the trutll refulting from it, belongs 
as clearly and fenfibly to us as to the fathers. \Ve are 
not to prefume to make light of any inflitution of God, 
though, either in whole c.r in part, of a pofitiv~ nature. 
But confidering facrifices as including all ads of worlhip, 
nay all aCts of religion or iervice to God, of whatevt:r 



kind, fo far as they are ,·oluntary in their dn-UJllQmces. 
Jet us not think to put theon in the room of ~~d;ence to 
!lis la\v. If ally m~n, from this I)(\:r~e cf acril~u~ lb.:) 
iake liberty to (lef)life the fabbath, to forilear pr.A)·c:r ill r.
cret and in fal1lily~ hl neglect the f.lCramcnts or inflitutcd 
worfllip of God .. he pervcr!eth anti wn:fieth the ft:riptu~~ 
to Ilis 0\\'11 ()efinltlioll. On the other ban{J, if \ill)" per .. 
ion, ullder pretence of e:(traonlinarJ· praycr~ n.ali neglcll 
his calling, ifhe {ball put ,-cJuntary larts mtlllOtJily In«
tification in the room of repelltance, if !le,!haU Inake do. 
nations to the poor~ or to facn:d ufe~ inftead of ~yiug 
his jun debts, to the pn:judice of others, it nl~y, \Vilh 
great p1ol,riety, he raid to hin\ ill Ule \\'orJs of'Samue!, 
u Hath the: Lonl as great ddigbt in bunlt-oifcrinSs, as in 
" obeying the \'oice of the Lon}? Beholtl, to obey, is bct
~, ter thall facrificc:; alld to hearken, than th~ fat of raol$.l' 

2- Obedience is oppofed to facrifites as they are &lfc: 
an(lllypocrili(~al. Even in thofe iacrifices th~t ,,·cTe 1110ft 

C~ prdsly appointed, and cf the Olen iudifpenfable ebliga
tion., there migllt be an efTential dcl~'tl frolll the inwanl 
dililOfi,ion not correfponding to the outward aaiOll.. Rea-
10n, as \vel) as fcripture, teachetJl liS, that in all aas of 
worlhip, the fincerity ~f the heart Juakes d-.e chief ingre, 
dient. 1t is the prerogative. and the glory of (Alll~ tbat 
he fearcheth the hearts aJld trieth the rei~ls of the chi:~lren 
of melle TJlerefore, in evef)- part of' his fervice1 lIe Te

qliires illtegrity antI uprightnc:fs of heart: "lIe (lefireth 
,~ trulll ill the inward parts." That I may treat this part 
of the fubjetl with the greater di!lindnefs, you may 00-
ierve, that our facrifices or worfhip may be polluted by a 
two-told hypocrilY.. Thefe Inay be cailctl-: hypocrit}r to
wards God, and hypocriiy towards man; or, in other 
\\-or(ls, in~oIlfiflellCY or Ulliou)ldllefs iil the charaCter, alld 
difguife or infincerity in the aCt of worOlip. 

(I) Our facrinces may be poUuted by inc(;n f:fiency or 
\llliouolillefs ill the charatl:~r. rl"il!S is the cafe u-Jicre 
nlen are careful in attending upon the inllitutions of re
ligion, l)ut llo Ilot make confcietlce of keeping tile com· 
luandments of God in their ordill.lry converiation; when 
they are punCtual in tbe outward pertormance of the uu .. 



t~s of tl.e lirft t3ble pf til~~ J~~\.~ but lTe u&ic:r no rtll •• int 
3S to fins --&lin1i t~ fc:col~l; b'lt~ in a panicl,iar .I13nner, 
when lhty a~ unll~r t~ unh.ll"PY tklufion of im~~ining, 
L'lat the Ollc: __ ... il nl~lkc ato,l~nl~llt for the other. I bcJie,,-e 
it ,~il) be loun\l, tll~t this is the meaning .,f m:lny pafra
~$ of r~ripture, \\"bt:n: f .. cri6ces an: fpoken of ,,"ith dilie· 
ganl. The: wont 01' ~I cO\II~1 nt:\"er be t'O inconliJlent 
,\"iLI) itfclf, :lS to cO'l(I~mn thenl finlDlv ~ while the la\y ccm-• • 
cc:millg tlknl 1100ll in f\)r~~; but ,~hen they ,,'e~ otfcretl 
l\~· t.-icketl nlell,. \vllell tllev ,,'ere ~netl OIl as the \,"hole 
uf rd~ion. or m:ldc to con;penf:lte for the n~:;I«l of mo. 
nl duties.. t~n they are fpGk~n of w;th abho~nce: Ht,\Jea 
\~i. 6. " For I \!~Iired nlefCV, al~d not lacri6ce; :\11l~ t!le 
" know)al~ of God, more· th:ln bunlt.offerings. But 
"the)Jt like mell have tranlgretT~ the covenant: there 
" have t~v dc~t tre~cherouDy a~inft me.-' It: i. 10. . , ~ 

" Hear the won! of the Lord, ye rulers of Sodom; give en 
" unto the law or your God, ye people of GomOJT3il. To 
&, what pu~le is the multitulle of your facrifiC~$ unto Ole? 

" raith the Lord: I aln full of the burnt-offerings of raOl~ 
" and the iat of fed beans.. and I delight not in the blOOll of 
" bullocks, or of bOl!ls, Qf of he-goats.. '\~n ye come 
" t:l appt:U' before me~ \t,.ho hath required this at your hand 
" to tread my courts? Bring no more vain oblations.. in. 
~ tellie is an aoomitution unto me, the new-moons and 
" fabbaths.. the calling oi a(ft:mblie~ I cannot away \Yitb~ 
" it is iniquit}·, e\'en the folemn meeting, \. Olaf new
*' moons, and YOUf appointed I~atl$. my foul hateth: they 
" are a trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them. ,And 
,c when ye fpre:td forth your hand~ I will hide ,nine eyes 
" from \?:ou: yea \,'hell ve make many I)ra,~ers I ~vill 

.# J'./ 4 ~ , 

" Ilot Ilear: your 11311ds are full of blood. "·a111 )-e, 
" lnake you cl~al1, pllt a,,"ay the e\-il of your (l!'ings frotn 
" before ;nine eyes) ceafe to do evil, iearn to do ,,'ell, reck 
" juJgment, rtlie\'e the opprefled, jud~ the tatherldS • 
• , plea(l for the \~i,lo\\1t.~' Ptal. I. 16. "Unto the \,-ickcd 
" God jailll, '\'Plla~ Ilclfi t!lOU to do iO declare my fi~tutes, 
.c or that thou fhonldft takt: my covenant in thy mouth :" 
Amos '1;erfe :u .. -24, I hate .. I dtfpife your fcaft-days, 
" and I will nat fmen in your folemn afiemWics. Pfhougb 
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• ye offer n.e bumt.offc:rin~s, and ~'our m~at-offerings. 
~ I.-ill not accept lhenl: neither \\":11 I regard the peace
" offerin~ of your tal beaUs. Take thou away from me 
" the noil~ of thy font-s, for I will not Ilear the melody of 
" thy viois. But let jt~dgment nln d\)wn as waters, and 
.& righteoufhefs as a mighty ftreaOl." 

Indeed, my bretl,nl1~ ,\ I):lt can he nlore abominable, 
rlWl the "'orfhip of !uch perfons as live in the babitual in
du'gence of fin? what mo:-.: provoking to God? what more 
pn:fumptuoos in the Jinn(Or? And who can fufficieutly 
wonder a~ the ~)ill(111ejs o!' ali of this chara6er? That 
their ,'ery accefs to G.xl, whidl lbould increafe their ab
hOl1"euce of lin, fhould, no: withfianding, fet them at eafe 
in the conlnlillio:l 01 it? 'VIII he bear more in you, think 
you, than in others? lIe ""ill ilear lc:fs. He wi)} \1ilit you 
fooner in his pro\'idcilce, and he lriil puninl you heavier 
to aU c:temity ~ Things are quite oppofite to what you 
fuppofc. Inlle3.d of your duties rendering your fins par
donable, your fins render your duties infupportable. 

(~) 'The ~ther kind of hypocri(y is .. when DleD put on 
religitln as a cloak and covering on their ,vicke<lnefs, and, 
,,-itllout ally io\vard regard or fenfe of duty to God, ailn 
onl}p at the praife of mel1~ This is, if pofIible, more da
ril1g and prefumptllouS than the other, or rather is a more 
advanted fla~e of the fame chara8:er. It \vas for this that 
our Saviour fo feverely reprehended the Pharifees: Matth. 
vi. I,~. h Take heed that ye do not your alms before 
" Illen, to be feen of them: other\vife \'e 'have no re\\1ard 

" " of your l"~ather which is in !!eaven$ TherefOre, when 
U thou doft thine alms, do not found a trumpet before thee, 
U as the hypocrites do, in the fynagogues, and in the ftreets, 
" that they may have glory of men. Veriiy I fay unto 
~'you, they have their reward.'~ -And verfe 5, " And 
" when thOlt pra}'efi:, thou fllalt nat be as tIle hypocr~tes 
~ are: for t,ltey love to pray fianding in the fynagogues, 
" ,\lld ill the corners of the fireets, that tlley nlay be feen 
" of tneD. Verily I fay unto you, they have their reward." 
But truly this is not all. Some are not fatisfied with do .. 
iog things in themfe!ves praire. worthy from ofientation, 
Qr the hope of applaufe from men, but they endeavor, by 



their Olining and burning zeal in fuch things, to blind the 
e}-es of others, an(l Jli!lder them from difco\-erillg an{l ptl

nithing their fecret wickednefs: ~Iatth. xxiii. I.~. "\\·0 
h unto you, fcribes and Pharifc4!s, hypocrites; for ye de. 
n your widows hour~s, and for a pretence make bng pray. 
~, ers; tllerefore ye fllall receive the greater damnatioJl.'· 
'Vhenever tllis is tIle cafe, it is no wOll(ler lhat obediellce 
fhou1t.i be preferred before facrifice, and indeed fet in op
pofition to it. You fee, ho\\te,'er, that this is no nlore 
than what our Saviour fays of almfgiving, which is J() emi. 
Jlent a moral duty, but \vhich can ne\-er finel arceptance 
with God, when done merely from a princi pIe of onenta
tion. It is impoffible, upon the whole, (0 let this matter 
in a jufter light than our Saviour has done, in fpeaking of 
the fame Pharifees, Matth. xxiii. 23. "\Vo unto you~ 
" fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites; for ye pay tithe of 
" millt and annife, and commin, and have onlittc(l the 
"weightier matters of the Jaw, judgment, mercy, and 
" faith: there ought ye to have done, and not to leave the 
" other undone." 

3. Obedience is oppofed to facrifices, as they are dead 
andformal. I am not at this time to melltion all the ends 
,vhich an infinitely wife God illtendetl to ferve by the ap
pointment of facrifices: but everyone muil be fenfible, 
that they could be of no avail without taking in th¢ prin
ciple from which they were brought, c.~ltl tIle temper and 
difpofition of the offerer. F!'here was n0 {loubt very much 
of olltward form ill the l\lofaic recolloiny; and tIle ritual 
l)raClices bore fo great a bulk in it, that, h5' way of com· 
parifc~l with the fpiritllality of the gofpel, it is called the 
lalv oj- a carllnl cOl1zmolldmcllt. But it \\'ould be milta
king it very much to fuppofe that God was fuHy fatisfied 
with, or defiretl tllat his people :fhould ren in the out\vard 
form. This ~s plain {rom many pa[ages of fcripture. 
\Vhat an example of fervor and elevation of fpirit have 
we in the exercife and language of the Pfalmift David, 
througn the whole of his writings! You may fee, Pf. v. 
~.. "But as for me, I will come into thy houfe in the 
" multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worfhip 
u to'vard thy holy temple.". Pf. xxvi. 6. "I will walh 
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" my hands in innocency: fo wiH 1 compafs thine a1tar, 
" () Lord." rro this you may add what he fays, Pfa1. Ii. 
16, 17. "For thou defirefi not i:"1crifice, e]fe W~tlld I give . 
" it: thou delightefl not in burnt,offering. The facri. 
" fiees of Go<l are a broken fllirit: a broken and a con .. 
" trite heart, 0 Gocl, thou \\-ilt not defpife." 

In oppofition to this, 110\\'ever clear a (liEiate, both of 
reaion alld fcripture, it ieems to have been the (1ifeafc: of 
ancient ~imes, to imagine, that the facrifices ,\'t:re foole 
ho\v neceffary or llfeful to tlleir l\faker in themfel\-es; acd 
that he ,vas pleafed \vith the poffeOion of the gift, il1(lel)en .. 
dent of the difpofition of the giver. 1'his led botll Je\vs 
ancl Gelltiles to flJppofe, tllat the nlore nllmerous and 
cofl1y the v'iCtinls, the greater \vould be their infll!enCe : 
Micah vi. 6. "\\:-here\vith iliall I conle before tIle Lord, 
" and bow m}1felf before the high God? Shall I cOlne 
" before him \vith burnt-offerings, \vith calves of a year 
" old! Will the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of rams, 
" or \vith ten tlloufands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my 
" firfi bor~ for my tranfgreffion, the fruit of my hody for 
" tIle fill of Dly foul ?', ~ro fllCh all exceffi\:?e lleigllt dill 
tllis error proceed, that on extraorditlal·}' occ,lfions tIle 
Heatllells of many differellt llatiollS offered hunlall faeri .. 
.fiees, alld enclea\Tored, by their nunlber, their ;Jouth, or 
tIle 11igh rank of their parents, to increafe their vallIe in 
tl1e fight of God. In oJ)pofitioll to this grofs (lelufion, 
God often aflerts his all fufliciency as well as fovereigntYi 
as particularly in that admirable paHage, Pi: J. 7.-14-
" H~ar, 0 my people, all(} I \viII fpeak; 0 I frael, antI I 
" \viII teflify agaii1il thee: I an} God, even thy G ~d. I 
" will not reprove thee for thy [acTifices, or thy burnt-of. 
" ferings, to have been COlltillUall), before tIle, I \\,ill 
" take no bllllock Ollt of thy hOtlfe, 110r he-goats out of 
" thy folds. For every bean of the forell: is mine, and the 
" cattle llpon a thoufaIld 11111s. I ktiO\V all the fowls of 
"the mOuTltaillS; atld the \rilcl l)falls of tIle fitlel are 
'~mille. If I \\'ere htll1gry, I \\'oU)llt"lot tell tllee, for the 
~, \rorld is mine, and the fulltleis thereot: \\'ill I tat 
" the fleill of bulls, or drink the blom} of goats ? Offer 
.' unto God thankfgiving, and pay thy vows unto the 
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U !vlofi High." And even with regard to their ordinary 
attendanre on inftrudion, he fays, Ezekiel xxxiii. 3 1 • 

U And they come unto thee as the people cometh, and 
" they fit betore thee as my peopl~, and they hear thy 
" \vor(js, IJut tIley \vill not do theln: for ~·itll thtir tnoutll 
" tlley filC\V much Jove, but their heart gtA~th after t}1eir 
" covetoufilefs." 

'!'!lis conduCt, fo dillionorable to Gocl, and fo incon
fifient \vith the holinefs and IJurity of Jlis nat lIre, had 110 
fufficient excufe either among Jews or Heathens. But 
furely it is flill more crilllinal al110ng Cllrifiians. 1'lle 
gofpel, as a difpenfation of clearer li~11t, atlll greater Pll
rity, is called the millistration of the Spirit. And in op
))ofition to all ceremonial and local worfhip, our Saviour 
fays, John iv. 23, 24, '~But the hour cometh, and now 
" is, when the true worfhippers nlall worfhip the F'athe:
" in fpirit and in truth; for the Fathet ft:eketh fuch to 
" worfuip him. God is a fpirit; and they that worfhip 
"llim, mllfi \vorfhip hiJn in fpirit and in truth." Bllt 
are there not fome amongft us \\·ho may be jllftly charged 
with guilt in this refpea? or rather, who is there amongtl 
us that does not ill fome degree fail under the reproof? 
Are there not fome "'ho refl in the forol of ,\~orfhip, and 
are ftrangers to the fpirit of it? Are there not fome who 
value al1d trull in their forlns while they are regarc]lefs of 
the fpirit? Nay, are there not fome who not only fubmit 
to, but are pleafed with the form, and yet have no relHh 
for that nearnefs to God, and fenfe of his prefepce, which 
conftitutes the fpirit of worfhip? How many finful mo
tives lllay bring us to tIle houfe of Goel! If YOll COllle to 
avoi(l the reI)roach of men, is that a real facrifice to Got! ? 
If you con1e from of lent at ion, to be ften of nlcrl, is tll~t 
an offering :.lcceptable to God? If you come to gratify 
your fancy, by hearing the performance of man, you art 
offering tIle incenfe to the creatur~ that is due ollly to 
God. Confider further, how often we may be finfully 
employeel in the houfe of God. _~re carc]ef~ il1atteTlti\pe 
perions offering acceptable facrifices to God? And thore 
who indulge vain, proud, fenfua1, covetous thou~~hts in 
wor1h=p, offeriDg facrifice to God? Are thofe who come to 
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cenfure or a<lmire the fr~al~~r, offering facrifice to Goo ? 
In all fu..:h ca::o:s, Wit'-lOt:~ any difparagement to the holic1i 
infiitutions of God, or rather from a juft concern to de
lend ther.l from profanation, we may fay, in the words of 
the text, "Behold, to obey, is better than iacrifice; and 
" to hea}·ken, tlla~n tile fat of rams." 

4. III the last place, obedience is oppofe{l to facrifices t 

as they are mifpla~ed and unfeafonable. In t1le ancient 
difllenfation, tilne and place \vere as mucIl a1certained as 
an}' circumflarlce' that belollged to the temple-fer\rice; and 
Ilothing could lx~ more contrar)· to the fpirit of that reco
nOnl}r, than takillg any liberty with tl1e order whicl) Goo 
himfelf h~d efiablif11ed. Tllerc are 1everal infiances of' 
bea,ry judgments denounced againft princes, whole chief 
fault feeills to Ila,re been, offering the appointed 1acrifices 
in forbidden places, or at improper feafous. If, there. 
fore, he would not fuffer any variation in circumftances 
which he had prefcribed, how could Saul fuppofe, that he 
"'QuId accept of a facrifice ill tIle place of a du:y which he 
had co:nmancled? I t is alfo to be obferved,· tllat the duties 
of tIle moral law are perpetually binding; and therefore, 
when in Providence any example of them occurs, firength
ened \\'ith the llrgent call of neceffity and mercy, they 
beconle exceptiollS to an ordil1ance of a pofitive nature. 
Thus our Saviour does not contradiCt the Jaw of Moles in 
what lle teaches (.oncerning the Sabbath; but fho\vs ill 
,~'hat manner that comoland \vas, or ought al\\'ays tollave 
been underfiood by the Jews themfelves. See an inftance 
of this, Luke xiii. 14, 15, 16. "And th~ ruler of the fy
" nagogtle anf\vere(l with ill(iignatioll, becaufe that Jefus 
" had healecI on tIlt! Stlbbath-clay, alld [aiel Ullto the ]leople, 
" 1'here are fix days ih which men ought to work; in 
"thenl therefore \::Olne, and be healed, and not 011 the 
U Sabbath-day. T'he Lord then anfwered him, and £,tid, 
" Thou 11 ypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sal.,.. 
" batll loo!e Ilis ox, or his afs, froin tIle flaIl, ana -lea(l him 
" a\\lay to 'A1aterillg? An(l ougllt not this woman, being 
" a daughter of Atlrallam, \vhom Satan hath bauntl, 10 
to( thde eighteen years, be loofed fronl this bond on the 
H Sabba.th <.lay :" ~iee aBo two other examples of the fame 



thing, in the I:1th chapter of the go~j)C1 accorlling. to 1\·ht. 
thew; in fupport of which our Lord cites a paffage trom 
tile Old Tefiament, ver. 7- "But if ye lla(l kno\\~ wllat 
" tllis meallet)), I will )}clVe mere}'", all(} Ilot faCl-ifice,)-c 
" \\'ou1cl not lla ve cOlltlenlnell tIle gu iltlt fs. " 

1'hc falne general rlile is to be ohler\'eu at all tinles. 
\Ve mull attend to tIle ilitilllations of Pro\"i,leJ1Ce, all<l as 
far as they can he cle~uJy difcerned, difcharge !hofe duties 
to which we are immediatdy called. E\'cry thing is beau
tiful ill its place antI feaJol1, and is tIleD not onI}~ moll: 
acceptable to Gocl, bnt mon llfeful to nl\!11. It is 10 i3r 

from being any difparagt:ment of facrifices) that it is their 
,rery excellellce, to be confilled to tJleir time antI lllace. 
Anti the maxinl in the text \\~ilJ apply \\~ith eqllai proprie
ty to every duty o( the m.;;ralla\v. The moll excellent 
of them may be mifapplied. True religion and undefiled 
before God anc} the Father, is, to vifit the fatherlefs alltl 

the widow; and yet, if the time of divine worfilip be un· 
neceffariIy chofeo for that purpofe, or if too luuch time be 
confumed in it by thofe whole prefence cannot be ufeful, 
it is a rejeCted facrifice. Feeding the hungry~ and cloth· 
itlg the naked, is tI1e charaCter that lhal1 meet \\·ith tile
approbation of our final judge; and yet, if any {haH, out 
of ofientation, feed the poor abroad, and llarve their 13 6 

Inilies at home, or perform this duty at the expencc of any 
other more immediately binding, he fans under the coo. 
demnation of the prophet in the text: "Behold, to obey, 
" is better than facrifice; and to hearken, than tIle fat of 
"rams!' To conclude this head, we fhall greatly mir .. 
interpret this paffage of fcripture, if we pretend to honor 
one part of religion to the prejudice of another. 1'hc f~t
crifices condemned by the prophet are not to be under. 
flood of pofitive duties, as oppofed to nloral, nor of afts 
c,.: worfhip, as OPl)ofed to the duties of the fccond table; 
but of every act of religion, however exct:lJcnt in itfeH: 
or neceiTary in its place, if it is dr;'e from an ill principle, 
with a finful purpofe, in a finful manner, or fubfiituted 
in the roonl of that Wllich God in his Providence (loth it.l
lnediate]y require. 
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III .. I PROCEED no\v to make fOlne praaical impro\e
lDent of wllal llath been raid. And, 

). ~'roln \v·hat hath been raid, }'OU may Jearn \vhat are 
the great cllaracters of acceptable obediellce; alltl, I think, 
they lllay he reduced to the three folin'.\l~ng. I. It Jnuft 
be implicit obedience. It mull be founded imolecliately 
antI diretll}, 011 the authority of God. ,\? e Inutl not take 
upon us to jud~e of the moment and importance of any 
p~\rt of his will, further tl13l1 he hath made it kno\,"n lliol .. 
1elf. It is a very dangerolls tllillg for lIS to make compa .. 
rifollS bet\veen Olle dllty and allotller, eflJecially \vith a 
\-ic\v of (lifpenfing \,-ith any of them, or altering their or. 
~er, antI fubfiitllting Olle ill al10ther's place. 2 •• 1\. fecond 
character of true obedience is, that it be felt:denie(l antI 
impartial, th1.t it be not dirc:8:ed or qualified by our pre. 
iellt irlterefl. It \\'as the beft of the fpoil that Saul and the 
people faved; that which was vile and refufe, they utter. 
ly defl-ro}'e{}. It is too common, that our o\vn illtereft 
both points out the objea, and affigns the meafure of our 
ol)e(l)cnce; and in that cafe, it does not deferve tIle nanle 
of obetiience to God at all. But when the Chrifiian is de
voted to God, read}:" at his calt, and eqllally (liflloied to 
any employment affigned him in Providence, he then 
Jllay be 1~li() illdeed to do llis \'till. 3. A third character 
of obedience is, that it be ulli\lerfilJ, without any excepti. 
on. Saul, and the cililllrcll of Ifratl, 11ad COlllplie(l io 
far '\'ith tIle order given thelll~ that tIle greaten part both of 
the people and lubftance of Amalek was ddlroyetl; but 
lle floPlleti lhort, alld kno\vingly left ll11finifJled \\'hat ha~l 
been injoined him by the fame authority. 

2. From what hath been I~id on this fuhjea, you may 
lee, tIlat the true notiorl of obetlienee is inconfifient \vitll 
the notion of merit, as if we coulll ],lV our l\'1aker ullder .-

fome fort of obligation. This is as fatal and dangerolls an 
t!rror as allY \V}latever, to tliillk \ve olay merit at tIle hand 
()f GO<.I, and yet it is very COllltllon. Na)', it feems to be 
n3.tllral to us ilil, \vith great ~iffic'llty refirailled, and 11ever 
in this lite \vI1011yovercome. \.,. ou fee ho\v Sall} jufiified 
himfelf, and raid, " Yea, but I have obeyed the voice of 
,~ the Lord." But, in the judgment of God, there was 

• 
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!It> confideration 113(1 of \\·hat he had done, but a fevere 
lelltenct! of con~lt!mllation lipon hill) for ":hat he hall ne· 
!lleCteu. True o!)~(lience is a!\\-a}'s confidered in this . ) 
light, as a debt due to God. for th~ performance of which 
nothing can he claim~d, but for the: ner-Iea of which a 
Jk!llalty is incurreJ. I ,,~ith this were properly attended 
to. The guilt \If tranfgreifion \5 plainly incontinent with 
the merit of obedience. If we are liable to punifhment 
ft)r 110t OO;;}-illg, the right of our Alaker to our f<!rvice Inllft 

be complete, tJlere is no rooll} to plead any Illerit in COll1-

pliance, and the reward mutt be of gr.ice, and not of debt. 
"J:hllS, I Think, it is al\\1ays felt by ROod mt:D; al1d tl1e 
Dlore that tlley are (le\~otcd to God, the}" are the It:!s llir
pof~d tu avail th~nlfd\'es oi' any thing they have done, and 
tlle Inore incline(l to af1~ forgi\~eneis tor ,\"hat hatll bt!en 
either omitted, or ill done. 

3- Froln what hath been [(lid, you may learll the great 
d:!teas of our obedience ill gelleral. If \\:e confider tile 
charaCters of true obedience, implicit, impartial, and uni. 
vt:rfal, we mull be fenfible wllat great bIenliUles attend 
every aCt of duty to God which we perform. 'V e fhall 
al \vays find fomething am\fs, either in its extent, its prin
ciple, or its end. lVbat reafon this for humiliation? what 
a powerful argument to every Chriilian to live a life of con· 
tillual tlepelluallce on divine firengtll to enable hinl to 
obey, :lnu on divine mercy to ~ccept of his imperfeCt obe
di!nce? Notiling but great ignorance of thenlfelves, or 
gr~at inattention to what pafi'es in their own hearts, can 
elllboJden men to put cOllfidence ill themfel\'"es. And in
dec!l their doillg fo is commonly attended \\rith very tfiorti
fying effeCts. When God leaves them, in fatherly dif .. 
plt!afure, ttl prove and try them, or when he leaves finners 
to themfC!h'es, to fill up the mfClfure \If their iniquities, it 
fo()n aHor(ls a fatisfyillg proof, that in us, tllat is, in our 
ftefh, d\\·eJletll no good tl:ing. rro \vill naay be prefent 
with llS, but to do that ,,:Ilicl! is gOOl}, \\-e fi!l<-l not. 

4. In the Illst place, SLliFer me earnefily to e:,llort }90tl 

to make it your (laily ftud}r, not only to keep the com· 
m~.ndments of God, but to takl~ rai ticular notice from 
what principle your obedience 60',\,s. S~~ how m~ch 

"\7 I " R OLe ~ j 
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there is in it of felf.deniaJ, of devotedners to GOll, of fuhjee
tiol'i to his providence. One aCt of filent fuhmiffion, or 
a quiet application to thofe duties that are immediately 
neceffary, though neither eary nor honorable, is of much 
more value, tt'lan a long traCt of aCtivity and zeal in a pub. 
lie and vifible fphere of aition, fweetened by reputation 
and applaufe. As the fubmiffive Chriftian lives upon the 
Creator alone, independent of the creature, fo the obedi
ent Chriftian ferves his GOlI and Redeemer alone, \\,itllout 
paying any regard to tIle efteem or approbation of his 
fellow.finners. In this way only is your obedience given 
to God, and in this way only will you find it pleafant or 
profitable to yourlelves. If you keep clearly and c10fely 
to the command of God, llld have not fo much as any 
ether defire or inclination, than to know \vhat it is, you 
will hardly ever be mifiaken. But if you allow other 
motives to have place, if you take upon you to judge of 
what is moll proper or expedient, or even praCticable, you 
\vill pollute every part of )'our duty, and find yourfelves 
often involved in impenetrable darknefs. If \vhat is duty 
be the inquiry, and intereft fet afide, if duty be the ob
jeH of your attention, and events left to God, you will find 
unfpeakable confolation from it in the mean time, as well 
as the fuccefs more effeaually fecured, than it could poffibly 
ha\re beell by an}~ anxiety or forefight of }·our o\\'n. Let 
God tllen have tIle lloadulterated obediellce of all his crea~ 
ttlres; and let us afk of him, according to his promife, " to 
1.1. work in us to will and to do of his good pleafure}' 
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THE SECURITY OF 1'HOSE "·110 TRt:S·I-- I~ G(lD. 

SERMON 14. 

PROVe xviii. 10. 

The NAXE of tll~ LORD is a 8lTOllg tGll'tr; tll~ TigIJlf"::!~ 
runllt .. tl, illta it, llIkl is saJl*. 

T HIS book of Proverbs COllfifts almoft etltirely or ob. 
fervations upon human life. The cllaraaers and 

purluits of men are deicribed in it with a ftrength and pro
priety, which \VaS never exceeded by thof~ who devoted 
their whole attention to the Rudy of what is called th~ 
knowledge of the world and of mankind. But in one par
ticular it differs from, and excels all human le3ming, that 
it never feparates the kno\v ledge of the \vorld front the 
knowledge of him who made and who governs it. rfherC! 
we are taught to improve the leffons we receive in the 
courfe of providence, for leading us t~ obedience and fub
million to h~m, " who doth according to his will in the 
" army,of heaven, and among the inllabitants of the eClrth; 
., and none can nay his hand, or fay unto him, what doft 
" thou? There't while a view is given us of the innumera. 
ble paths which men ha\re firuck out for themfelves in tn. 
veIling throug)l life, our eyes are continually direCte(l to 
the paths of righteoufnefs, the fure and only way to reti 
and peace. 

Experience alone, and unaffifted, will make us wifer in 
one fenre, will fhow us many of the unavoidable calami. 
ties of life; but the greateR exertion of human re"foTl 
could never yet lead to an effeCtual cure. I beJievl~ it 
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will be fOll\ld, that perfons of the greatefi vigor and reful n. 
tion of mind, whetl they truHed to their own internal 
flrength, and fOught a refource in themfelves for the evils 
\vith which they \vere affaulted, have often run headlong 
into the moll: furious and defperate courfes, as forne of the 
llrongefl aniuHlls, \vhen taken in a [n are , do, by their Vt .. 

olent flruggles, entangle themfelves the more, c1ra\\'ing the 
cords \vhich bind them fUll more firait, and inclt:,Je their 
confinement by their endeavors to efcape. 

'fhe \vile man, in our text, points out what is the re~ 
fuge and fecurity of every child of God. The 1l11171e c.,f· 
the Lord is a strong to'wer; the righteous rUll1leth illto i l t 
Gu{l is saje.. And he certainly intends to fet this in 01'
pufirion to every thing elie on \\:hich \\rorldly men might 
place their dependance; for he adds, as an example, in 
the verfe follo\ving the text, " The rich man '5 \vealth is 
" his flrong city, and as an high wall in his o\vn conceit. " 
The truth conveyed to us in this pa[age has an intimate 
connexion with praCtical and experimental religion; and _ .. ~ 
on a firnl belief and habitual application of it, in a great 
meafure, depends the cOin fort and peace of the fervants 
of God. In dilcourfing on it, I 1hall endeavor, in divine 
firength, . 

I. To explain what is to be underftood by the N A ME o..f 
the LORD. 

II. 'Vhat is implied ill the rigbteous running into it as 
a strong tower. 

III. Point out the fectlrity they attain by doing fo. 
And, in the lail place, I thall n1ake fome application of 

the fubjeCt. 

I. Then, I am to explain \vhat is to be underftood by 
tbe NAME of the l~oR D. l\nd here, I hope, I need fcarcc 
obferve, that it was by no means the intention of the Spirit 
of God, by this ex preffion, to teach us to conceive any 
particular virtue or charm in the:! nan1e literally fo called; 
that is, the found or pronunciation of the v/ord. 1'0 ima
gine any thing of this kinJ, would be to go into the fool
ery and idle dreams of fuperitition, to which there is not 
the leaH: countenance given in the holy Scriptures. lIE .. 
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mln natllre feems, ho\ve,'er, to ha,-e been ,-ery prone tn 
this in every age. Tile ufe of amulets and charms fet.:ms 
to Ila\-C pre~·ailed in the ~reatt:fl part of tl1e )leathen n~\
tiOllS; as ~lfo Inagical io~al)taijons, thou1--~ it did not e~ert 
itfdf prt;cife1y in the iiune way, the principle feems to 
ha\'e b..-en the fame, which led the Jews from a pretendt.~ 
venerdtion for d.e name JebO'lJob, never to pronoUllce it 
at all; a cuRam which the}" retain to tt:is da~~, alJedging, 
either that the~~ cannot pronounce it, or that it is unia\vful 
to utter it. W II' may alfo obfen:-oe, that, in our neip:hbor 
church, they frem to have fallen into the fame error in the 
cullom of bowing at the name of Jefus, while they do not 
bo\v to the names of Cilrifi, Lord, or God. 

Having mentioned thefe things for the illufiration of 
t..~e fubjea before us, I cannot help obferving, that if a lu
perftitious veneration for the letters or the found of a name" 
is blame-worthy, a ralh profanation of the name of God is 
unfpeakably more criminal. My heart bleeds to think of 
the comlnonnets of this fin, among aU ranks and all ages. 
\Vbat have thole parents to anfwer for, who have taught, 
or who ha\'e not reflrained their chi!dren front taking the 
name of God in vain? rrhis is a fin little thought of a
mong men, but higllly criminal in the fight of ('rod, and 
he hath taken to himfelf the \vork of avenging it: "For 
" the Lord will not hold hinl guildefs who taketh his name 
'c in vain.') . 

By the Ii ANE cif the LoRD, in our text, we are to unde!'
fialld the Lord God tJinllelf; his nature as it is (lifcovere(l 
to us in all his glorious perfeCtions, particularly his power 
al1(1 goO<.lnefs, to fave and deliver them that put their trllfi 
in him. In tJlis fenfe the name of God, or tile name cf 
the Lord, is ufed in many p:LlJages of Scripture, as Pial. 
xx. I, 5, 7, veries, " The Lord hear thee ill tile day of 
" trouble, the name of the God of Jacob defend thee. \V· e 
u will rejoice in thy falvation, and in the name of our 
" God We will fet up our banners.-Some trufi in chariots .. 
" alld lome ill horfes; but we \\1ill remember the name of 
" the Lord our God. n As alfo in all thofe pJaces where 
mention is Inade of calling on t1)e name of the Lord, or 
praifUlg the name of the Lord. Agreeably to this, we find, 
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:11 our Saviour's dired:ory for prayer, the fo1l0wing petiti
on, HaDO'lved be thy llome; that is, let God himfelf, and 
his glorious perfeCtions be acknowledged, and a fuitable 
regard paid to them, by aU without exception. . The fame 
way of fpeaking is obferved with refpeCl to Chrifi, A8:s 
i\y. 12. "For there is nO~le other name, under heaven, 
" given among men, whereby we mull: be faved." That 
is to fay, there is no other Saviour, betides Chrift, to whom 
we can flee for deliverance from guilt and mifery. At the 
.fame time~ it is eary to fee the propriety of this expreffion, 
the name of the Lord; it is ufed for God himfe1t~ becaufe, 
amongfi: mankind, we are qifiinguifhed fro In , one another 
by our names, fo God is known or diftinguifhed by the 
difcoveries he hath made of himfelf, and the daily exercife 
of his perfeCtions, in behalf of IJis people. 

There are three principal ways by which God hath dif. 
covered llimfelf to mankind; namely, the vifible creation, 
his written word, and the daily adminifiration of his pro
.vidence. Let us confider them fhortly, as they may be 
juftly raid to be his name; for they f~rve to explain his 
Illture. . 

I. Let us conficler the vifible creation as. the name of 
God. He hatll ellgraven his name on all the works of his 
·hands; h~ hath engraven it ill an univerfallanguage, in 
which every intelligent creature may read it, and the moR 
weak and ignorant may eafily comprehend it. Pfal. xix. I. 

~, rrhe heavens declare the glory' of God, and the firma-
" ment fheweth his handy works." Rom. i. 20. "For 
"the invifible things of him, fronl the creation of the 
" world, are clearly feen; being underftoocl by the things 
" tIlat are Ina(le, even 11is eterllal power and Go(lhead." 

Are men ignorant of God? It is. becaufe tl:1ey (10 not 
. like to retain him in' their knowledge; for the whole crea
. tion is full of him, ' He is not far from everyone of us.' 
"\" e can no where turn our eyes, to the heavens above, or 
.to the earth below, but we may fee the moil manifeft proofs 
of his almighty power, his unfearc.hable wil<1om, his un
hounded goodnefs, and his univerfal prefence. How feel
ing a fenfe of this does the Pfalmifi exprefs, pral. cxxxix. 
1-7. H 0 Lord, thou hail fearched me, and known me. 
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,e 'fhou kn.:.wefi my down-fitting and mine up.rifing, thou 
" underfiandeft my though~ afar oK. 'rhou compaffetl 
" my pat)l, and my lying do\vn, aIle) art acquainted with 
" all my ways. For there is not a word in my tongue. 
" but 10, 0 Lord, tilOU ktl0\Veft ~t all together. rl"\l,o~l 
" haft beret me behind an(i before, alld },lid thille harld 
" upon me. Suell kno\vledge is too \vonderful for me ; 
cc it is high, I cannot attain unto it. 'Vhither fhall I ~c, 
" from thy fpirit? or whither 1l,all I flee from thy prc:
" fence ?', It will fall more properly under the followiug 
head to fhew, how the righteous run i1lto the lIame (,J' 
God as a strong to'lvcr. \Ve now confider only his works 
as 1hewing forth his glory. See, to this purpole, the for
tieth chapter of Ifaiah, fronl the 12th verie and onward. 
"Who hath meafured the waters ill the hollow of his 
" hand, all(l metecl out heaven with a filan, and cOin IJrc:
" hended the dull: of the eartll in a meafure, ~11d \~ .~ighetl 

.'" the mountains in icales, and tIle hills in a balance ? 
" '~lho hath direCted the fpirit of the Lord; or being his 
',~ counfellor, hath taught hinl? With whom took he 
"counfel, and who inftruaed him, and taught j'.tm in 
" the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge, and 
" fhewed him the way of llnderfianding ?', 

2. God hath revealed hilnfelf in his written \vore] ; 
tllere lle hath clearly anc} explicitly \vritten his name, allll 

-revealed his l1ature; there all his various perfeCtions, e}~
cellent in theoliel yes and fuitable to us, are enumerat~d 
and explained: in there lively oracles, there is a remedy 
llot for t11e uncertainty of r,atllre's light, but for the dark
nefs of our be\vildered underilandings. Here \ve mule 
not forget tllat hl! llath in his v.tord cle~r]y revealecl llim .. 
felf, as infinitely gracious to ;il~ncrs through Jefus ChriH. 
1"his may well be called his name, becaufe it is the only 
way by wl1ich we are brol1ght to an intereft in IllS fa\-or. 
John xiv. 6. "I am the way, and the truth, and the lite. 
40' No man cometh unto the Father but by me." rrhis 
unlocks the gates of the firong tower, and opens a fanCtu. 
ary to the finner, who is fleeing from the fword of aveng. 
ing wrath. '~No man hath feen God at any time; the 
~' only begotten Son, which is in the borom of the Father, 
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,\ he hatll declared him." His 11ame aJld 111emorial to all 
· generations, is 2idd to " be gracious and merciful~ flow to 

U anger, and of great kindnefs, and repentedl him of the 
H evil." And it is in Chrift Jeflls~ and his erols, that his 
mercy is difl>layed; it is for Chrifl's fake that his mercy 
is bcUowed; it is by Chrift Jefu3 that every mercy is 
difpenled: therefore we may apply to this ~ubjtc:t, the 
prophecy of Chritt in Pial. xxii. 22. "1 will declare (hy 
., name unto my brethren; in the midfl of the congrega
~, tion \villl praife thee." 

3. In the Ian place, God reveals his name in the daily 
adoliniUration. of his providence. In this, I include not 
only what regard~. the fupport and prefervation of natural 
life, but all the methods of his grace. The one and the 
other of thefe givt: us a continual and fenfible difplay of 
the nature and glory of God. What the works of nature 
teach us to infer by rearon, what the holy fcriptures teach 
us by information concerning God, the admiuiUr-cltion of 
l)rovidence~ g:~ves us an opportunity of feeing and feeling 
in our own experience. Ffhe appearances of God in prG
vidence, and his gracious inter~ofition in behalf of his 
own people, are exprelfed by his name's being near, or 
his· name's being made great, PI~ll. Ixxv. 1. "Unto thee, 
" 0 God, do we give thanks; unto thee do we give 
" thanks; for that thy name is near, thy wondrous works 
'~declare." Ph'll. Ixxvi. I. "In Judah is God known, 
" l1is llalne is great in Ifrael." 

... ~tl eXIJerinlental kll0\vledge of tIle po\,r/er ancl n1ercy 
of Goel, i!;, of all others, tl1e lnoll: COlllplete and effeCtual. 
rl'o this we may well apply the words of Job, xlii. 5, 6 • 
.• I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, but now 
.( mine eye feeth thee. 'Vherefore I ab~or myfelf, and 
q repent in dun and allies." It is alfo probable. that th~ 
Pial111ifi Davie) often affixes tllis pilrticular meaning to the 
kno\vleclge of Goel's natne, as ill l?f. ix. 10. " Ancl tlley 
H that know thy name will put their truft in thee; for thou, 
" l.tord, Ilafi not forfaken them tllat feek thee:. " For the 
1:ltlle rcafoll he recomOle11(ls a careful obfer\'ation of Pro
v:deJlce, as an excellent mean of being partakers of di· 



\iine mercy. Pial. cvii. 42, 43. '" rrhe righteous fha!l ftc 
~. it :md rejoice, and all iniquity fhall flop htr l11011th. 

~, \VI10!O i~ \vile, an<.} ",illobfc:rve theft: tl~ings, e\-en tlley 
,. {hall u!l(lerJland the luving-killdnefs of. tIle Lord. " 

I fuall conclude this head, by all earllefi cxhortatioll to 
everyone in this aff~mbly, to endeavor to underHand 
more and more of the name of God, as it appears in his 
\'1orks, in his \vord, arId in his l)fo,tidence. lIas he \vrit
ten it ill fo great a variet}7 of charaCters, alld \\-.11 }"ou not 
take tIle paillS to obJervc it? 0 the lottiih folly of \\~or)(l. 
1)' nlen? t!lfir cllriofity is intati~lb)e to Ileal' tl.ings of 110 
lnoment, whiJe they cannot be perfnad~d to hear wh~t 
regards tlleir o\t'n etern~~l flate. They \viII rUIl ill crou(ls 
to lee every idle or perniciou~ fight, if it be called rare, 
while they will not open their eyes on the magilificcllce 
and glory of their Creato: '5 ,Yorks. 

But Jet me ill a particular lnanner, beg gf you, the care
ful obfervation of Divin\! Providence, towards yourfelves 
in particular. You will fil1d the unfpeaki\ble advantage 
of it. It "lill make God more prefent \vith you tilan ever. 
It \vill ret home the oblig,ltioc of every duty, and the e110r

nlity of every fin upon the confcience, in a manner far 
more forcible than ever. It will alfo give every Dlercy a 
richnefs and vallIe, \vhich it could not derive from any 

~ 

otller fouree; juft as ttle man who has beetl fed at a dir-
tance, by the ftrearns of a prince's l10l1nt)/ \vollld feel his 
heart dra\\'ll \vith far firollger bOllds of iove and gratitulle, 
\vere he to be brought illtO his prefe!lCe, al1d recei,'e his 
favors immediatelJ7 fronl llis o\vn llanli. 

I am aware of an objeaion againfl this. Perhaps fome 
perfons wiIi fay, how can I make a particular application 
0' Pro\ri(lellce? 110W call I certai11ly' know tIle ,,·oice or 
meaning of every e\'ent that befals myfe1f or my family? 
is there not a great danger of running into vifionary folly 
and enthufiafm ? In the remaining part of this fubj(tl, I 
iliall have occafion to fay more as tv the meaning of Pro
vidence. In the mean time, let nle only defire y~l1 to 
begin by a perfonal application of the unqueflionable 
trutlls concerning Providence, alld tllis ,~/ill lead }~Oll iar. 
ther than you apprehend, ,\~ithout the leafi danger of mif.. 

,TOL. t 3 ~ 
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take. Is it not certain, that u a fparrow (ane:h not to the 
&- ground without your heiwenly Father, and that the very 
" hairs of your head are all numbered by h\m.~' )s it not 
of tIle Lor\l's nlt!rC)' thel), that you a,,-akel1td this morn· 
ing, and did not fleep the fleep of deilth? If you had done 
fo, were you ready for it? Do you kno\V how, when, or 
how foon it may be io? ";"'ere you engaged in any fcene 
of intenlperance, le\,-(iJlefs, deballche1}"? and ,,·ould that 
haye heen a proper fcene for death? Have you been pre. 
ferved from allY inlminent dallger, reco\~ered frOOl allY 
threat\!oing dilof(ler? Is not that a nlerC}-? Has tIle de
fire of your eyes been taken :tway hy a flroke? Have you 
heard the reproach of many on e\-ery fide! Is not this the 
viill of God? ~rhether does it call for patience or pride? 
Ha"e you Cuffered in your fubflance? '\'hether does this 
teach }'OU to love the \~"crld or to defpife it :-Is there any 
uncertainty here? Believe it, ChriJiians, a perIanal ap
plication of the tnlths relating to Divine Providenct", 
\v~uld reveal as it were a ne\y world to you, a11(1 \\'ould 
make the paths of God towards you every da}- lnore intel. 
)igible, every day more profitable, and fhall I not add, 
every day more corntortaille. 

II. 'Ve proceed now to the fecontl thing propof't:d, viz. 
what is impl~ed in the righteolls rUllIlillg iluo t« IUlI11e oj' 
the Lord (lS (} stfOllg tDiver. l'he word to'iJJcr" efpecially 
",hell joinetl \vith tile epithet Slrol£g j immediately COI1Ve}-S 

to the mind the idea of proteCtion and defence. It evi
dently alltilles to the flate of nl~\ny a!1cient nations ancl 
tribes~ who were continually expoled to hofliJe inroads and 
io\'afions, alld \\:-ere obliged to have callIes and towers as 
places of refuge and fecurity; and this is far from being 
an improper image of the Hate of a child of God in thiS 

prefellt \\~orl(l, \\~hether \ve confider the conlDlon calami. 
ties to \vhiell he is liable as a man, or the peculiar trials 
with \Vhich he may be a'ffiiCl:ed as a good man. To ha~'e 
a clear view of tIle import of the metaphor, \\~e need only 
confider fonle parallel pJaces, where \\·e find tIle falne ex
preflion, and others of the faDle meaning, Pfal. xviii. 2, 3-
" 1'he Lord is my rock and my fortrefs, and my deliver. 
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,~ er; my God, my ftrength, in whom I will tr,Jfl; my 
"buckler, and the hom of my fiJ\-ation; alltt my hi~il 
"tuwer. I will cal! upon the Lord, who is worthy to be 
" praifed, fo thall I be l:tved fron1 nline enemiL's, n Pial. 
x~t\·ij. J,:1. u The Lord is n1}" light and my ':,h"ati('n .. 
" "hom fh:tll I feaT? the Lord is the firength of my lite .. 
" O!=- whom fhaJI I be afraid: '\~hell the 'ViCk.l~i, e\"Cll 

" "'line enemies and If\)~ tOe~ came tlpon nle,. to t!at t:p 
" rr..y ftefh, they tlumbled and fell." prat. Ixi. 2, 3, .... 
" From the end of the earth ,~ill I en- urlto the~, ,,-hell 

~ 

" my heart is o~cnvhelmed: leatl nle to the rock tll:lt i3 
" higher than I.. For thou haft been a fbel~er lor Jue, :md 
" a .ftrong tower from the ell~nly. I wil) abicle ill thy ta
" be mac Ie tor ever; I will truft in the ~overt of'thy \vio6s. 
"Sdah." ,J.then we h~;tr a good man ufing fuch e.~pn:f. 
fions as thef~ we may gather, with the greateft certainty 
and cleamefs, what is the general import of God"s being 
(J strong tower, namely. that he is a moll powerful protec. 
tor; th~t his al.nighty Providence is the f~n:ft and nrong. 
eft defence agunft all enenlies of whatever kind, Jet their 
art, their afiivity, their malignity, be what they wiU. 

Though this may not f~m to need any further expli
cation; )ltet, for the aff.fiance and direCtion of ferious per
rons, let us confider a little what is implied in tk rigblt.-. 
OilS nmni,lC into tbis tf!VJ~r for their prote8ion. '''his is 
the ratller neceifary, that thOllgh it is the pri\-jJege, the 
duty jI and L'le praCtice of the fervants of God, to make 
Him their defence and f!ay, yet they nlay be faulty and 
defeHive in this part of their duty, and futrer a proportion
al 10J$ in point of coolfort. 

I. ,"hen, nllm;11g to lioe 'Illm~ C!.f God as luir SU"("8' 
tOV1J~", implies the lively exercife of faith both in the pow
er and willingnefs of God to protect them. It is only hy 
f.lith that we can go to all ill\·i6~le Gocl. As fait!l 1111.11 
be the! principle of ali accc:ptable fcrvice to God, fo faith is 
evidently the immediate nlean of aU trull in Qr enjoyment 
or Got!. °fhert:fore it is faid, w:th tbe greaten ploprietYt 
" the juft Olan li\'e by faith." 

\' eu Ina)' obferve, I ha,-e raid the Ij~{'/}' cxercife of faith; 
for, h:fides the habitual perfuafioll of the great truths of re· 
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ligion, a~ the foundation of our adherence to God as our 
portion, there mun be an atlual contemplation of them as 
the meltn of our fllpport in trial or deliverance froln dan
ger. ,rhalt:\-er be the nature or fource of temptation, we 
mllfi: n1eet it, as it \\'ere, and refill: it, by taking fuit~ble 
views of the fulners and all-fufficiency of God. Does the 
believer {land in need of an}" tIling Ij>iritual nr tenlporal ? 
is he (liflrt:flcd \vith the ",-ant of it! does he fee no human 
or prob.. .. bJe way of his being fupplied with it? He Ttlns I" 

tbe name 0./ God as his strong (O'fver, by confidering, that 
" the earth is the Lor(l's, and the fulners thereof:" that 
his wifdom is infinite; and that, if it is really necefiarr, 
he can eafily find a way of bellowing it. Pi: xxxiv. 9, 10. 

, .. 0 fear the Lord }'t! his faints; for there is no want to 
,- theln that fear hinl. 1"he yOllng lions do lack, and fuf
" fer llunger: but the}F that reek the Lord fhall not want 
" any good thing." He dweUs upon the univerfal pre
fence and the fpecial providence of God, and endeavors 
to reafon do\vn his a!lxiet}' and fear. -Perhaps he rna}' (10 

it in the \\lords of our bleffeil Saviour, l\1atth. vi. 25, to 
tIle 33d verfe, "Tllerefore, I fay unto }~OU, take no thought 
" for }'our life, \Y}lat }?e iliaIl eat, or \vhat }'e filall dri11k, 
.. , nor yet for your body \vhat ye 111all put on; is not tIle 
" life more tJlall meat, and the bod}1 than raiment? Be
" hol(l the fo\v)s of the air; for they fow not, neither do 
&, they reap, nor gather into barns; }"et your heavenly 
"Fatller feecleth tllenl. Are ye not Inuch better tl)all 
" thc~'? 'i\:llich of you, b:~ tal~ing tllOllght, can acld Olle 

\\ cul)it unto 11is ilature? Al1(1 lvh}1 take );-e thougllt for 
,~ railllent? COlllider tIle lilies of the field, 110\V tIlt}T 

" gro,v; they toil flot, neitller do tIley Ipin: an() }'et, I 
" fay unto YOll, that even Solon1011, ill all llis glori', wa.s 
" llot arra}lell like one of tllefe. \Vllererore, if Go(l ia 
" clotlle the gr~lfs of tIle field, \\·llich to-cia}' is, and to-n-lor. 
4.\ ro\v is caft illto tIle overl, fl1ull he not Inucll more c]otlle 
" YOll, 0 }'e of little faitll? '!':lercl-c.re take no t)10l1ght .. 

'\ ja},ing, \~: llat fl1all \\ge t:at? en- \r ilat i11all \ve driJlk? or 
\\ 'Vllere\\rithal thall \ve be clctllecl? (For after all tJlefe 
H things do the Gentiles feek;) for your heavenly Father 
" knoweth that ye have need (If all thefe things." 
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Is the believer ditlretfed with enemies, malicious, pow. 
erful, implacable? does he ruHer, or is he afraid of fuffer. 
ing from them, in his name, in his perJon, in his lit~ it. 
felf? he confiders the power of God to fhidd him from 
their attacks, or more tJian coolpellfate all ti:e il1jl1ries 
which he may recei,,"e froln tlleOl, and firc:nbth~Jl allc) ani. 
mate hiln to a vigorous difcharge of his dllt}' ill Ol)Potition 
them. PIal. iii. 5, 6, 7, 8. '~I 1aid me down and Dept, 
" I a\vaked; for the Lord fufiaine{l nle: I ,\~ill llot be a. 
" fraid of ten thoufands of pt:opl~ that l.a\"e ft!t themfel\?es 
" agaiIlft me rOllfiU about. l\rife, 0 Lord; fave me 0 
" my God; for thou hali fmitten all mine enemies upcn 
" the cheek. bone ; tlloU llafl broken tIle teeth of the un
"godly. Salvation belongeth unto the Lord; thy bltfling 
" is upon thy people, Selah." He endeavors to deliH:T 
himfelf fi"om the diflreffing fear of man, by the reafonable 
and dutiful fear of oJfending God, Luke, xii. 4, 6. "And 
" I 1:'1y unto. you, my friends, be not afraid of them that 
" kill the body, and after that have no more that they can 
"do. But 1 will forewarn you whom you thaU fear: Fear 
" him, which after he hath killed, hath power to caft into 
" hell, yea, I fay unto you, fear him.:> Dan. iii. 16, I7, 
18. "Sh(\clrach, l'tfefhech, and Abednego, anf\\tered, and 
" faid to the king, 0 Nebuchadnezzar! we are not care
" ful to anf~rer thee ill tIlis matter. If it be fo,. our God, 
" \VhOnl \\\e ferve, is able to deliver tIS from th.e burning 
" fiery furnace; and he will deli\Ter us out of thine lland, 
" 0 King! But, if not, be it known unto thee, 0 King! 
U that we will not ferve thy gods, nor worfhip the gelden 
" image which thou han ret up." 

Is the b81iever afraid of the orclinarv e\"iIs of life? is I.e 
wi 

of a timorous nature., trembling at the thoughts of the ac· 
cic.lents tl1at lila}' befalilim? 11e runs to the l1alne of Go~l 
as the fupreme difpofcr of every event, and thinks of the 
invifible power that governs and directs all vifible things, 
alld that tIle very n1inilters of Pro viele nee have rleceived a 
charge concerning his people: pral. xci. 1,-12. "He 
" that d\\ielleth in the fecret place of the l\1ofi High fllall 
" abide under the fhadow of the Almighty. I will fay of 
h the Lord, he is my refuge, and my fortre!5; my God, 



Ce in him ,,-ill I trull. Surely he fha)) de1i\·er thee fronl 
.# 

" the filare of tIle fo\vler, and tn)nl tile noiiolne peflilence • 
.. I He fhall cover tllee ,vith his feathers; and U!ltler his 
" \\-illgs fhalt thou trufl. His truth fhall be th,· fhield alkl 

~ . 
,. buckler- 'j'hou fhalt nOl be afraid lor the terror by night, 
4.l nor for tbe arrow that tlieth by day; nor lor the peni
., ]ence tllat \valketll in llarkncfs; Ilor for the deJiruclion 
" that waneth at noon.day. A thoufand fhall tall at thy 
U fide, and ten thouland at thy right hUll}; but it fhaU 
U not come nigh thee: only ",ilh thine ~P!s JhaJt thou 
" beho)(I, and ice the rewarll of tile \vickell, llCcaufe thou 
" halltnade the Lonl, which is my refuge, ev~n the l\foll 
" High, thy habitation. rrhere thall no evil hefal thee, 
., neither fb.U! ..... 1 plague come nigh thy dwelling: for 
u he fimll give his angels charge over thecl to keep thee, 
~, in all thy \\lays." 

rro the 1-'Ower I joined the willingnefs of God to preferve 
and proted his people, on their fincere antI :. umble appli
cation to him for it. This is abfolutely neceH'ary ao a 
part of the objeil: of faith. It would be in vain to run to 
any lirong place, with a view of being prderved treln our 
enemies, unlefs we have fome ground to hope we {hall be 
recc:i\yed into; and it \vould be madners to flee to a fortreJ'S 
kept by an enemy; but God is every righteous man's 
friend: all the divine perfeCtions are engaged for his wel
fare: and therefore he may confidently run to God from 
e"ery lbnger, and be aflured both of a kind welcome, and 
of aU that iafe.ty which is neceffary for him. 

It'aith, in this rerpet.l:, has an inlmediate relation to the 
promiles of God. It is his name, as I obferved on a for
Illt:r heall, to \\,hiell we are to flee, as revealed in his \\»rit
tell \vord; al1d Inucll of tile life of pr-&lttical religion COD-

1iHs in attending to the tenor~ and in a daily application of 
the promifcc;. God himielf requires us to call upon him 
in a tinle of troul)le, PiaJ. I. IS. ".~\Il(l call upon me in 
" tIle day of trouble; I will t!cliver tllt-e; alld thou filalt . 
. , glority me.n Nay, he is gracioufiy pleafed to reckon 
our caJlil1g tlpOn him an e[ential cllaraCler of 11is o\vn peo
ple, Zech. xiii. 9. u And I will bring the third part 
" through the fire, anti will rerUle them as lilvcr is ~fined, 



" and will try them 3S gold is tried: they fhan C:in on my 
c. name, an,11 \\'ill hear them ~ I will 'a~', it i~ m~' ptopl~; 
.. and th~y fhall f."\y, thc= l~ord is m)· God." He is plc-alt.il 
to elleenl this, as gi\·ill~ I.ill} tll~ ~If.r~· of Ilis trlltn :111(1 

faithflllnels, WiI\lOIll, power .. anti gP.t.~nds, whir:. we find 
reprefcnted in kripture 3;i to mlny chambers l)f pf()lt.'ctiou 
into ,,-hich the ligllteous are callell to entl'r tor J:lf~·t}' and 
preltrvat\on, Ila. xxvi. :!o. "Come, my pt:(lFlc, enter 
c, thou into th,- chambt:rs, ~~n(1 fllllt th,ot tlO\lTs abo\lt thee; . ~ 

U hidc= thyfdf as it "'~re' lor:1 Httle nlOlnt:n:, until the 
., indignation be ov~r.pall." 

I 1.'1:111 ollly furth~r obf~r\1te, that faith in 110th the!e re
fpelts, as applying the pow~..r and prolnife of GO(t n:t:eives 
,oery nluch Urength from the examples of his ntercy, ei
ther towards (\urlel\les or others. His naOlC is recorded 
in every page of the hillory of pro'''idence. And his pea
'PIe Cal)Dot in a more proper or eflec.ttual I)l~nller, run into 
it as a s'rOlIg 'otV", than by confic.lering and weighing the 
examples of divine interpofition, in behalf of his faithfUl 
fervants. For this reafon, is to great a par: of the hely 
Scriptures hiftorical; becaufe they fen'e, in a more efJec
tual manner, to engr~lve tile truths of religiol1 both OIl the 
memory anti bean. M.tny COln remenlber what befel 
Abraham, David .. Sanluel, Daniel, all() others, \vho \\-Ollld 

forget the precepts deli\"ered thent in a more abfirad m3n· 
ner. And every one Inuit be fellfible, that the illtlrllctiotlS 
which arife clearly and obvioufly from bifiorical faas, 
come home upon the confcience with a degree of e\"i
dence, (uperior to any thing that flows merely from the 
deduCtions of reafon. May not the Chriman, with great 
advantage, fay, " Do I not ferve an everla.fiing al1d un
" changeable God? Is he not the fame yefienlay, to-day, 
" and forever? I s his hand at all fhortened, that it call
" not fave; or bis ear heavy, that it cannot hear? Is not 
" he who favc=d I)avid the firipling, from the flrength of 
~c Goliah; who faved Daniel from the power of the lions; 
" and in .nany other infiances, affilled alld deli~·ered his 
'" own people, when employed in his fervice, able to Jive 
" me from the power of the enemy, and to carry nlC 

~~ througb all u'le trials of this earthly nate, whether they 
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" arire fi·oln teln}1tatioll or fufferil1g ?', I hope I need 110t 
tel) you to appiy, in the falne nl~lllller, all tllat }10U l1ave 
learlled of tIle \vifc.1onl or goodncfs of Providence, frOln 
reading or converfcltion. For this reaton, the Pl~tlmifl de
clares his refoJution of comllllillicating the mere}? of Go(l 
to llis rOl!l, PJCtl. lxvi. 16. "COtlle an(l hear, all }l'C tllat 
It. fear God, alld I \vil} (}eclare \Vllat he hath done for my 
tt foul." 

• 

Suffer me here to fay, that 1 cannot fee a fhadow of rea-
fon why Cllrifiians fhould not imitate tIle Pfalnlifi's ex
ample, in imparting their experience of divine grace, for 
their fT1utllal inftruaioll and confolation. If the fiudent 
will cOlnlnunicate his intelJectllal diico,reries; if tIle l1atu
raliti ,viiI comlnunicate his fafts and obfervations; if the 
tradefman will communicate his attainments in his profef
tion; if no man fCluples to communicate what he hath 
kllO\Vn to be tlleful, for the health of tIle bocly; tell n1e, 
}"e fcorners, \\~hat filould hinder tIle Chrifiian to cOlnmu
nicate to his fellow-fervants, what may ierve for their fpi
ritual confolation and peace? 

But if our mm.'Ja! experience may be ferviceable to 
eacll otller, ho\~p Il~llCll nlore mllfi tile paft goodllefs of God 
to\\-9arcls thenlfe)\:es, encollrage his children to put their 
trull: in hirr: ? How jufl and beautiful the Pfalmift's re
fleCtion, Plal. lxiii. 7. "Becaufe thou haft been my help; 
" therefore in tIle fllaUO\V of tl1Y 'Vil1gS will I rejoice." . In 
tlle fame tllallner he recovers from his dOllb!s and fears, 
Ptal. lxxvii. 5-12. "I have confidered the days of old, 
" tIle years of ancicl1t tilnes; I call to renlembrance my 
i.-. {Ollg ill the r~ip-11t; I COlnmune witll mine own heart, 
'" and my fpirit made diligent felrch. 'ViII the Lord caft 
t., off for ever? and \viII he be favorable no Illore? Is 11is 
" mere),. clean gone forever? dotIl llis promife fail for 
" everillore? Hatll God torgotten to be gracious? hath he 
,- in anger filut IIp his tellder nlercies? Selah. Alld I 
,\ iaid, this is nly infirmity; but I \viII remelnber the 
't. }7ears of the rigllt hand of tIle M()fi: High. I wi]} re. 
" member the works of the Lord, furely I will remember 
,- tIly \\T()nders of 01,1. " 



~,ho trust in GOll. 
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i nus, my brethren, the believer runs, by faith, info tbe 
'lame of God as his strollg to"lver; and as he who once 
gets into what he thinks an impregnable fortrefs, will 
fpeak to his enemies in the language of difdain and defi. 
ance; fo lle \vho llath repoft:(l 11is confi(lence in an al
mighty ProteCtor, may tread upon the necks of his ene
lnies; may be confident, that through G ad he fhan do 
val;antly. Neither is it any fable, but matter of certain 
eXI)crience, tllat tnallY, "through faith Ilave fulxlued 
.. , kingdoms; wrought righteoufnefs; obtained promifes ; 
" flopped the mouths of lions; quenched the violence of 
" fire; efcaped the edge of the fword; out of weaknefs 
" \vere made flrong; \,taxed valiant in fight; turnell to 
,. flight the armies of the aliens." Heb. xi. 33, 34. 

2. The righteous rU1l1lelb into the name of God as a 
strollg to-wer by the exercife of fervent prayer. Prayer is 
the immediate and direCt nleans of inlploring tIle (livine 
affiftance and proteCtion. Faith is the habitual principle, 
4nd prayer is the aCtual applicatioll of it. ~Iany are tIle 
precepts in Scripture enjoining the diligent exercife of this 
duty. Col. iv. 2. "Continue ill pra}Ter, allC} \vatch ill .. 

" the fame with tllanktgivillg." I Their. v. 17. "Pray .. , 
" \vitI10llt ceafing." l\iany" are the prolnifes of a gracious 
al1fwer to our prciyers. l\.'latth. vii. 7. "l\'fk, atld it filall 
" be given you; feek and JTe fI1al1 fiIld; knock, all(l it 
" 1hall be openecl tlnto }'ou."--xxi. 22. "AntI all tllillgS 
" whatfoever ye {hall afk. in prayer, believillg, )7e {hall re
" ceive. J, John xiv. 13. "And whatfoever ye fhall afk 
l' in my name, that \vilI I ci~; that the Father may be 
" glorified in the Son," Tllere are alfo exhortatio11S to 
importunity in pra}Ter. Ltlke xviii. I. "",~nd lle fpake a 
,~ l)arable UTlto thetll, to tllis encl, tllat men OUg}lt always 
" to pray, and 110t to faiI1t." lVlany aITllrances of the 
fuccefs of prayer. pral. xxxiv. 6, 17. "1"his poor man 
" cried, and the 140rcl 11eard 11im, atld faved 11im out of all 
" his tri)ubles. Tlle righteous cry, Rl1(1 the Lorel heareth, 
" and delivereth them Ollt of all their troubles." l\tfany 
examples of the power and efficacy of prayer, as in Jacob, 
David, Daniel.-It feems plainly an effential character of 
true piety, to be given to prayer. Pial. cix. 4. "For my 
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" love they are my ad\'erfaries, but I ga\7e myfelf unto 
u prayer." I forbear enlarging on thefe: particularly, and 
fhan only fay, that it is quite necdfary, in order to Our 
TUIl1ling into the 11am~ of God as a strong luwcr. T'Jough 
lle kllowelh all our Yiallts perfeCtly, 11e requires that \\-e 
implore his affiflance by prayet'. Phil. 4, 6. ,~ Be careful 
" for nothing, but in ellery thing by pra~"er and f"pplica
" tion, with thankfgiving, Jet your requefts be made known 
" U 11 to God. J) 

The truth is, prayer is the natural remedy to which all 
are read}· to By in extremit},. Even bad men are difpofed 
to cry unto God in great difirefs, but his OWll children 
are lDore habitually exercifed to the duty, and as they on
ly <10 it on proper principles, and with proper difpofitions, 
fo the}" oo]y have the promife of acceptance, antI fuccefs. 
Jam. v. 16. "The effeCtual fervent prayer of a righteous 
.. , man availeth much." 

3.. In the laft place, Tb~ righttous runneth into the 
name 0..( God os a $trollg to'iJJeT, by diligence in his duty~ 
This alfo is neceffary and.infeparable from a child of God ; 
and in or(ler to take a diflillCl: view of the Ch.riftian's dili
gence, in this particular light, as the foundation of trull, 
you may obic:n-e, that it implies there following things. 
(I.) Diligence in all duties in general; in order to aicer
tain his charaCler, alld to be a!furell \}f the divine favor 
and prott!fiion, the promifes of deJh'erance, of firength 
and prefervation, are all made:: to thole who (erve God in 
fincerity. There is no rueh thing as a prornifc: in any part 
of fcripture to a bad mao, as fllch. 1'llere are alfo the 
moll pofitive and gracious affuranees of powerful fupport 
in fuffering, and all necdfary help to thofe who truly {ear 
ClOd, Ira. xliii. I, 1. "But 110\\·, thus faith the Lon), that 
" created tbee, 0 Jacob! and he that formed thee, 0 If.. 
" rae) ! Fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have call. 
a ed thee by thy name, thou art Dline. '\Then thou paffeft 
" through the waters. I will be with thee; and through 
"the rivers, they {hall not overflow thee. ~llen thou 
" walkefi through the fire, thou fhalt not be burnt» neither 
" fhaU the flame kindle upon thee." Nay, the mon ex
prefs declarations, that all things lhaU ilfuc to their ad .. 



who trust in God. 

vantage, however difcouraging an afpea they may wear for 
a feafon. Rom. viii. 28. "And we know, that all things 
" work together for good, to them that love God, tc? them 
" who are the called according to his purpofe." From 
this it plainl)- fol10\\·s, that the very \vay to run into the 
name of God, is, by habitual diligc:nce in {loing }lis \vill. 
The more we can, by walking in his tear, keep d\!ar onr 
title to his fpecial favor, the more unfhaken trull and 
confidellce we may place in his po\ver and Illcrcy, in eve. 
ry trial; for he hath not forfaken tllem that love him. So 
certain is tllis, that I believe every experic:oced Chrifiian 
\viII bear tefiimonj, that \vhen he is unhinged by (lifirefs, 
,vhen he is filled with anxiety and fear of any kind, it 
arifes as .. nuch, or more, from fufpicioJl of hilnftlf, and 
doubt of ll:s relation to God.. as froln any difbelief of the 
general truth, that God will fu pport and firengthen his 
own people. Therefore the righteous may be faid to TIm 
into the name of God, when they exercife themfelves in 
keeping confciences void of offence, and walk fo as they 
may humbly ho~ for his acceptance and approbation. 

(1.) As a good man runs into his ftrong tower, by dili. 
gence in every part. of his duty in general; fo particular. 
1y by a watchful attention to his conduct, in every time of 
trial or danger. He will be on his guard, left by any part 
of his behaviour he provoke God to depart from hiln. He 
will then, in a peculiar manner, fet the Lord before him, 
that lIe may, with the greater confidence, commit his 
caufe and his intereft to his care. The fuffering difciples 
()f Chrifi are often warned of the neceffit y of tIlis. I Pet. 
iv. 19' "Therefore, let them that fuffer, according to 
h the will of God, commit the keeping of their fouls to 
" hiln in \vell.doing, as unto a faithful Creator." Whe. 
ther therefore the danger arifes from bodily difirefs, fronl 
worldly loffes, from flander and reproach, or from what
ever other quarter, the urn and great care of the Chrifiian 
fhould be, to keep his confcience undefiled; and the nee 

• 
ceffity of this is the greater, that fufFering times are always 
times of tria!· It is no eafy matter to refift the temptati
ons which arife from a fuffering nate, ordained e.prefsly 
for the trial of our faith, whkh we arc told, is " more pre-



U dous than that of gold which perifheth." '\~e may!'e 
tenlpte(l tn impatience under calamit}p, to refelltmel1t of 

. injllries, to takil1~ \Vrollg and finful meth()()s of re(lrefs. 
In oppofition to all there, the fervant of God will be p3r. 
titularly careful to avoid thole fins \\·hich his fituatioll in
vites hinl to, and to difcharge tllofe duties which tIle af
pea of Providence feems to a1k of him ; he \\'il1 confider 
this ,is tbe great and Oll)Y objeCt of his attention, allc} free
]y co!nmit the conduB: of e\-ellts, and the illite of things, 
to an all-gracious~ an(1_111nlighty Gocl. Pfa). ~xx\·ij. )' fe. 
" (~ommit thy \va}F Ullto the Lord; trl.lfi alfo in hilll, all(l 

U he fhlll bring it to p3(~. And he fhall bring forth thy 
U righteoufnds as the li6ht, and thy judgnlent as the noon 
" d3,' . . 

(3-) A goOd m:lll \~-~l) diligellt)}, tlfe eve1)1t la\vft.l mean 
for 11is prot~ction and deli\'erance. Tllis Inay be confi
derecl ~s included -under the fornler partiCll)flf, beillg a 
part of !lis duty. Trufl in God, is b}p 110 means a pre
iumptuous and flothfnlJecurity, hut a patient dependar.-::e 
on the bleffing of Providence in an a pplication to our du
ty . To do otherwife, is jufl what is called in fcripture t 

temptillg God. For the wifen purpofes, God hath fixed 
:111(1 fettled the relation bet\veen tIle Oleans and tIle end; 
and \;le are 110t to expea, either in nattlral or fpiritlJai 
thinls, to obtain the end, \vhile ,\ge (lefpifc t)1e lneans. 
Gal. vi. 7. "Be not deceived, Gocl is not mocked; fOl' 
" \\rllatfGever a man fowetll, that 111all he alfo reap. )J Bllt .. 

( 4.) I n the Iaft place, l'he good man will renounce all 
i.lepelldance 011 created help, as filch, alld place his ulti
nlate 110pe only OIl the po\ver and fovereignt)' of l)ivine 
Pro\yidence. He ",ill llot ne(!leB: the ute of ollt\\'ard , .-
llleans, in obediellce to the conlmand of God, but will 
1001( for the expeCted l)enefit fronl them, only l)y the blefi. 
ing of God. 1'he running into a strollg tow~r, implies a 
renllllciation of Ollr (lepen(lance on all}' thing elfe, \ve give 
up all other methods of defence, and truft in it alone lor 
feCllrity. So it is here. rl'llere nlay be not only a de
penclat1ce on means ullla\vful ill thenlfel\;-es, but a fillftl), 
becaufe an exceffive dependance upon ruch as are moll 
Ja\vful. \Ve fee tllis remark made 0,1 Afa. 1 Ghron. xvi. 
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12. "And Ala" ill ~he tI1il1)- all(l Ilinth ~'e3r of Ili:i M~~ 
" was d:1~atCd ill his fect, Ulltil IllS (Iil~;.l:~ \\ as ~~t:~lti'l~ 
b grt:at : Yet in his C..hil-;l~c he:: iuu~ht Il~ to the Lt'ni, but 
" to ,he phyficiaHs. U !\l.&H~· .... .: th~ ~\-ililuccs we h~\'~ 
froCl (la:ly ~~perie'lcc, oi tl.~ \\'C:.l~ •• ,r.i 311d \~I.\.'("rt3il':V . , 

of all ou~:\\"anl meall~. tll~t \\'t: 111"Y laut i'~ t~I'll\t,(1 to i\lo. 
Jize the 11 I, or to trull ill tllClll; ;~I.\.I "'(' fi,~,!, in In'lll~· l'\:l~: 
t~ges of icripture, :ill e~p!'ds Cp:)()fil'~!l th!';.'tl iletw~n 
truft ill ,JO(t .. al!<l trilli ill hUI1~~l'l or C~~~i:",t :~~!:l. Pi;t:. . -. 

cxviii. 8. 9. u It is better to lfuli in the l..oh.i .. than ,0 put 
" confidt llee in nl;l!l, It is !l::tt~r t~ !r~:ii ill !'l~ {.or,). 
u th.\l1 te' put confidence in princes.'" _i\ahh L •. ;\-i. ~. 
" Put no: ycur truf~ in prillCtS~ nor in the: :~;~ ~!. m~~~:. in 
&, \vhQm ,:h~re is no hclp-l' 

III. ". e proceetl 110\\- to l!le t!::nl ti~il ~~ itrt1ro!::'!: 
which wu, to confider the )kneCl f~curit}, of t!l~ rl~il!~
ous, "flJho Til1l1l~/h ;1110 tlx 1I.:11:~ tf li-,; }.,:...-,I tiS,: .~tll·:{~ 
to'W«-t« rigbl~ous ntIlMtl- '"ll! iI, ,.Iit" h s,'.ft. 1\u,\ 
here my brethren, I cannot help ohfe:-\'in:~l th,lt thou~ 
this is a truth of the mofl Inalli:t:li illlJl()rtallC~, all,), at t~l\! 

-fame tim::, the moll untlol!Llted cer~aill~~", it is \\'h~tt t~!.:t 
fe\,p attain to the unlliaken perft:3ficll atlti (i_til)- llPl~:;C3t~t~~\ 
of, in t!leir palfage through this valley of kOlrs. In oat .. '!' 

to illuflrate it, I iliall fhort!, .. t:oll~~i~r, Ift~ '\·herelll this ... 
lafety of ue righteous con!i!is. ~(l!}·,. TIle ~biollite cer-
tainty of tlc:ir being thus perf~rv~ f;t:e. . 

,\re are told, the righl"f)lC~ r:lIl1lC$ i,;t(J Ibis fC'\::(,I-.. fwd 
is saJ~. III a perfea canli*il~nce \\'lth tIle ute of the nl(!

taphor, th: \vord Illigtlt il(;r::;~ps be better trallDatetl, is 
~xtllted., or pld'~(l Oil h~:;.-b. 1'ow .. their f.lfetYl I think" 
conliiis in the following p.l.1'linli:trs. 1. Gcd., many time~ 
by the COt rJe of IllS pro\'iclc!lce .. pr(~I~·r\ .. t'~ ll!eln froi •. C.1~11-
2ers \\:,Ilicl-. tllev could 110t otilt:r\\ .Ie e!~ape. j.~\·en· ~()(l(l 
" J • , 

111:1n, \\~llO Ilas attelltled, if J Inay fo fl)e,lk, tt~ his 0\\"11 Ilit: 
tory, lnllfi ha\'"e obtervetl, that Ile hath lleell (lcl!ver-~(t fronl 
daIlger b}1P fuch 'ileallS as \\'~rc 110 \\-~~P t!le eiicl:t of his 
()\\-n pruclt:nce or forcfigllt, Ilor iililc((l cou)ll lle,. alld 

· ,\-llic)lll:~n!lore he is C()11Iircllllc!tl to atcribe to the gQO(!'l~'S, 
an~l \~;if(lorn of Pro\·idellce. N1'·, iO;lltti!ncs l:lill':S t:lll 

~ J ~ 



out fo contrary to human expeaation, and the ordinary 
cour.e of things, that he is conftrained, with wonder, to 
confcls the very finger of God. lie· fometimes. hlaUs the 
counfel of the \vicked, and makes their devices of none 
effc:t1. ·rhe EID'ptians thought the ICraelites were fo in
dofed in the Wildemefs, with the Red Sea before them, 
and their army at their back, that it was impofiible for 
them to efcape: hut God, hy a mighty hand, and an out
J1retched arm, opened a way for them through the midU 
of the ~/aters, &lld their etlemies were dro\\'oed in the 
depths of the fea. Haman, no doubt, thought his, ven
geance fure againft all the Jews; but, when it was juft 
ready to burft, God turned his devices 'againfi himfelf, and 
caufei.' him to perifh by the very means which he had con
tri\-e(l for the di!ftrllaion oi the innocent .. 

I need not attempt, becaufe indeed it is impoffible, to 
enumerate the various ways by which the great Difpofer 
of all things works deli verance in danger.. He fometimes 
changes the hearts of enemies, as he did of Efau towards 
Jacob-and of the Apofilc Paul, when breathing out 
threatenings againtl the church-He fometimes carves 
Ollt otller work for perfeclltors, as SallI \va:) once and again 
called off from the purfuit of David by the Philillines; 
and fOl"lletinles he makes the intended evil prove a real 
bldling-; as in the cafe of Jofeph, in whore hinory we have 
one of the nlofl beautiflll draughts of Provid€oce that is 
any where to be fc:en, and done with that union of majefiy 
and fimplicity, which fo rem:t.rkably dil1inguifhes the fa .. 
crt!<l writings. 1'he whole hundred alld twenty-fourtll 
Pralm is .. <:elebration of di vine fA>wer, and a hymn of 
11I'aife for divine protection. t, If it had not ~en the Lord, 
c. \\tho \';as on Ollr fide, now may Ifrael fa:y-; if it had not 
" been me Lord, who was on Otlr fide, wht!n men rofe up 
" agaiml us, then they had fwallowed us \I.p quick, when 
" their \vrath \\~as kindled againft us; thert tIle waters had 
"overwhelmed us, the ftream had gone over our foul : 
Ie then the proud waters ha(t gone o\~er our foul. Bleffed 
" be the Lord, who h~th not given us as a prey to their 
"teeth. Our foul is e-fcaped as a bird out of the rnare of 
,l the fowlers: the fnare is broken, and we are efcapecl. 



who trust in God. 

" OUl' help is in the name of the Lord, who m~de hea\-tn 
" and earth." 

I fhall on1y add, on this head, that a ferious perfon, 
when thinking or fpeaking of deliverallce from danger, 
will always COl1fi<ler fin as the greateJl (langer: )le will re
flea:~ with the higheft pleafure, on the infiances in ,,,·hich 
God has enabled him to difcharge his duty "lith conflancy. 
ut me beg of you to remember, with what courage and 
refolutioll the young perfons, Slladrach, l\{efllech, an(l 
Abednego fpoke to King Nebuchadnezzar, ant) refilled 
the threatenings of that pow irfu I prince. It is worth 
while to obferve, that they and Daniel fc:c:m~ ill that peri
lous tiole, to ha\"e given themfclves much to the exerci:e 
of prayer. 1"hus, running into the name of God as a 
strollg /Diver, they obtained fecurity, while other very emi
nent perfons, by trulling in themfelves, or boafiing of their 
own flrcngth, fell before temptations of a very trifling 
kind, as Abraham and Ifaac in denying their wives, and 
the Apofile Peter ill denying his Maner. 

2. The fecurity of the righteous confifls in the promife 
of ftrength and fupport in the time of trial. Although 
God preferves his people from many dangers, yet he bas ~ 
no ",here promifed them deliverance from all. On the 
contrary, we are told, Ie that all that will live godly in 
" Chrift Jefus mull fufFer perfecution; and that through 
" much tribulation we mull enter into the kingdom of 
" God. " Yet even in thefe circumftances, they are faf~, 
becaufe God is with them in their aHliaions; his rod and 
his flalf powerfully fupport thenl. Need I tell you, that 
here, in a particular manner, the text is exemp1ified : 
The flame of the Lord;s a 31rotlg tower; the righteous 
runneth i1lto it, and is saft. Under a fmarting rod, what 
can a child of God do, but enter into his fecret chambers, 
and fupplicate the affiftance and prefence of his reconciled 
Father? and has he not promifed to grant it? lfa. xliii. I. 

" But now, thus faith the Lord, that created thee, 0 Jal.ch! 
" and he that formed thee, 0 Ifrael! fear nc~; for I ha\'e 
" redeemed thee; 1 have called thee by thy name; thou 
" art mine." And has he not many times, in faa, grant
ed it? The three children walking at liberty in the midfi 



(If tJ!e fire \\ ith tile Son of God, as their comp3nion, "-:as 
but tlne il1il,11)C~ of \\ f.at has nlany tim~s ha~)pene(l in 
every age. '\:"110 would not rather be in the place of Paul 
and Silas, fingillg praiJ~s to God in their chains, than ~ 
the mailer of the \\~or)J, \vith all the danger and anxieties 
of a throne? Let me here In,lke an oblervatioo, \vhich I 
think is \\parrante() both ll~! ft:rilltllTe anc) experience, that 
jull as in point 01' dut~·.. '0 alia in point of fufferin~, the 
l~c'trit} .. an(} comfort of tIle people of God depellus upon 
their rllnning illto, allll, if I l~':ly 10 eX)lrels it, keeping 
\~:itllin the bOUJ1C)S of tJle:r flfollg to\\'er. If the!l keep 
l~)ofe to God, no fllfrerill~ ,,-ill llifconcert theln; no ene
Illy \\'ill terril}' tllem; l)~lt, if tlley Ileglea tl,is, they may 
b\: ulll1inged l)y a verJ· fligJlt trial. I hillt~(l before, felf
depell(lallCe ,viI] make nlen fall before a very: trifling 
temptation: but depeolbnce on divine firength will make 
then} fuperior to the greatefi. In the \1tel}- talne mann~r~ 
it hath been often feeu, tilat perfons, who have loft their 
telD)ler, or loft their courage, in fuiferings of no extraor
"lina,)" kind, \\'hen more tt!vereJy trietl have behaved in
fillitel}' better, an(l beill~ cOllflrainell to flee to GO<.I for 

It. proteaion, llave fount) Jl!~h ilenefit frOr'l it~ tJ13t th~y 
b3.,~e flellt in peace al1J conlfort in a )oatilfoille prifoll, 
ha\1e gOlle ,"itll an Ulld~itlllte(l !iep to an igtlo01iniolis icaf
fold, nay, and embraced, with joy and tranfport a halt~r 
or a ftake. 

3. In the Jaft place, The righteous is fafe ur-cler the 
uiville l)fotet1ion, as they are lure of (.1eli\:erallce ill tIle 
end, and cOlnplete ViaOf)F o\-er all fufferings of every kinll. 
'fflUS it is f:li(l, Pf~\I. x xx: \~. 17, to t:,e elltl, "rJ'I.e rigll
" teous cry, and the Lor{l Ile3reth, all!l deli,'eretll thenl 
,~ out of all their trolil))t:s. r!'lle Lorel is nigh tlnto thelD 

" tllat are of a brokcll Ileart, alltl f:~\~eth ruch as be of a con
" trite ii1irit. l\ial1Y are tilt! affiitliollS of the ri~hteous; 
" bllt the Lord deli\?eretll 11iln out of tlleln all. He kee)')
" etll ali llis bones, not 011C of thenl is brokell. E\,'il filall 
U flay t.he wicked, and they that hate the righteous filall 
" be (It~lolate. TIle I .. ord rc(leelneth the foul uf }lis ft:r
,I \yallts; al1(1 nOlle of then! that trufl in 11im fhall l'le de. 
~'folate." ~rhere is a great beauty in this lafi pafi~ige, 



\v!.ich is Ion or cOllc~:ll«l in O\lr trailil_~tion; il J~c~ ill tl~~ 
oppolitio~l b::t ~n~cn the J 9,h :u~d ~ I It \'cr!~s. ·fhe I ~:h 
,c:rj~ runs thus~ ":\Iany are the :tftltflions of til.: ri.~h!e-

• 
" ous; but tIle 1.01'\1 d<li\'e~t!l hilll Cl:t of tb~n) aJJ .. ~' in 
oppoiiti::m to thi~,. it is .~id, in the ~ III "er';: .. 3S;~ tlc:.:ld 
be tnnO"'te<i, "On~ e"il fh~1I flJ.:: the wicked; :mJ tht'Y 
., tllatl!ate ,Ile rig).t::otIS fh~11 he {le!cl;\t~ .. -~ This :'~~t~l-
bly pJints at the great dillin.;uiihiug J~cur~t~· (}f ;v.~·j mt:). 

th:lt their f;a)Y:&.tiotl is J:&.\! in the l:C'epin~ of elk].. :mtl qui,c 
beyond th~ reach or~ht'ir moft impbclh:~ cn~mi~s. ,rh3:
ever finitenin6 dn.'umfi,Ult:cs \h~y may h.: rCf~UtrJ tno, 
t!ley h;n'e tr.!~furcs in heaycn, ",,"hich lldt:.~r t' o!h l:~~r 
t. fllil c~n corrupt, Ilor thief break througll 3!1ll Jl~al." 
'They nl:ty be driven fronl thdr h;.lhitJ.tions. Of b,lniGlcJ 
ft\)ln t:l~ir C~,111trv; th~v In:lV fcl~tllb)e thote oi \\-ilOlll \~'t: .. .; .. 
realI, II~b- xi. 36, 37, 38. "Allt! others hld trials of cri:~l 
" mockings, and fcour~ings; yea Dloreon:r of bonlls anJ 
" in prifonment. They \\~~re floned, th~y "'ere fawn 
" :uuncler, were tenlpted, were Cain with the fW{\nl; they 
" wandered about in fueep fkins, :lnJ goat fb.ins; bein~ 
"ddlitute, affi.icled, torment:!d~ (of wh~m the world wal 
" not \\"orthy;) the)· \Y3n,-~~red ill tlefcrts, antI ill nlOlln

" tains, and in dens, and c,\Yes of th:: earth ;" but they 
c~nnot be oonifnetl fro~n the kingllcm of hea\'cn. Ko tr
rant can Ihut the gates of Pai.ldife aJainft them; for th~y 
have ~en opened by llilll, "\'''flO openeth, aoci no nlJll 

" fllutteth; al1(1 111Uttt!th, ... ,1\.1 no man opel1eth." I ha\·c 
often reall \vith allmil'.ltioll, both ill tIle illfpireU \\"ritings 
and ecclcfiafiicalllillory', the p~\ticnce antI cOllflallC}1t of t:!:! 
nlarlyrs. How edifying is it to ohfc:rve, th:lt by witncffing 
a gooJ confdiioo, tog~ther with the gracious inftu~nce cf 
th~ fririt of GoJ~ they have beroole fuperior to th-: f,-..tf 
of d«!ath, and hcl\'e been el~~l!>Jed to ddr;if.: or pity the 
\Veakllcfs of perfeclltillg rlge? Sotlletioles \\lte nla}~ clear
ly f~e, the unri~htcous jlld~es torn in pieces, ,r li:l the fury 
of illicrrlal pafliuns, Vailll}' tlll!~~\\"oriog to \rreak tllt-ir 
malice, b}' Ile\\rl}' ill\'enteJ tortllres, and tile Il:lp,l}' r\ri. 
fOllC!rs~ as it \\·~re, alr~l~l)l lle}poncl tlleir Teach, \\'Ili!t! l'}~ 
faitl. all(l !lo:'c t!,e," ar~ iirllll\~ ~\!rurel ~ "a:l in!~~::t~!l(e • • 
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Ti.N Stcuri IJ of thoJ·c 

U incorruptible :lnd undefiled, and that fadtth not away, 
" rerer\'~(l in heavell abo\·e." 

Ha\1ting thllS confidered the nattlre of the good man's 
fecurity, I am no\\· to COl1fider tIle abfolute certainty of it. 
On this I fu~ll be very fhort, it rdls upon the divine per
ft:Ction, the (livine promife, atld the ex)}erience of the 
laints. I. 'rhe divine pClft'aion. Is there any thing 
too hard felr the Almighty ~ Is he not the Lord of nature? 
And are not all things obedi~nt to his \\9ill ? 1'he great 
enemy of fouls, and all his infiruments and agents, are 
under the ~O\lernment of God. He fets boun(]s to their 

G 

rage, and will not fuirer them to go fo much as one haiT's 
breadth be}"ond tIle limits hc hath apIJ()inted for them. 
How great then muft be the tecurity of thofe who put their 
trull in hinl? Again, 

2. Confider his faithful promife; he hath faid it, he 
hath repeated it, he h:lth fworn it, that his covenant 111a11 
Hand fall for ever. Every page of the facred oracles is 
full of the moll gracions affurances; and thefe expreffed 
in the moll condefcending terlns. P1a. xci. 1,-4, , .. lIe 
~, that dwelleth ill the fecret p1ace of the l\,loli High, fl1all 
" abide under the fharlow of the Almighty. I \rill fay of 
~:. the Lord, he is my refuge and my fortfefs; fill' God, 
" in him \vill I trllfi. Surely he thall dcli\?er thee troill 
" the filare of the fowler, and from the noifome pefiiJence~ 
"Ii~ fhall cover thee \\'ith his feathers, atld under 11is 
.. , \\,illgS {halt tholl trutl: his trllth 1hall l)e tIl)? illielcl al1d 
"buckler." Zech. ii. 8. "l-Ie th~t touchetll '\t?OU, touch-

WI 

" eth the apple of his eye." Nay, the ,,~er}~ mi11ifiers of 
his Provillellce a.re ,1our attendants." Pfal. xci. I I ... , For -" he fhaU gh·e his angels charge over thee, to keep thee 
" in all thy \llays." 

3. Confider tht! experience of the faints; they all, with 
one voice, bear tr.eir tefiimony to the divine faithfulnefs 
anJ mercy. It is with this particular. view that the Plalmiil: 
fays, in that forecited text, PfaI. ix. 10. "And they that 
" kllO\V tllY name \vill pllt their trufi in thee; for thou, 
" Lord, Ilafl: not forfal~ell tllem tllat feek thee. " A nd ill .. 
deed in every age, Chrifiians of fianding and experience 
are ready to give their fanction to the certainty of God'..) 



r;,v/;() trll3l i.'l GOtl. 

promift!!:, and will often confers the greatnefs of 1: is paft 
mercy, eve11 \vll:le the}' are r.lli(lil1f~ th~ir o\\·n i:nl)atienc~ 
an(l diflrufl:, tllat it call fcarcely fuffice to elJlbol(lell t11eOl 
for future dut)', and IJrepare tlleln for future trials. 

IV. I come now, in the tail place. to make fome prac
tical improvement of what ilath been [aid. And, firft, 
Froln ,vhat hatll beell I~lid, J"Oi.1 rna}' fce tll~ finfulnefs of 
(lifiruft. lIas Goel laid 1'0 lloble a f!)untlatio:l for our de· 
pendance upon him; and are we HiH fo backwaru to the 
duty? Is not dinruft in rome meafurc a denial of God 
himfelf? A (lenial of llis prefeJ1Ce, a (lel1ial of his perfcc. 
tions, ancl difuelief of his pronlifes? Let us all be covet·
eel ,vith 111allle, \vhen \\"e confi(l~r 110~\· Inucll \ve ha.,'e ale 
rea.dy dilhonorecl him, in this refpeCt. And let us pray, 
that he ma)~ enab1e us hencefof\Vard 110t 0111y to ielltl up 
our cries to 11ea\~el1, for relief in diiirefs, b:lt to caft our 
cares and burclells upon the Lord, in the faitl1 "tllat l1e 
" \viII fufiain us, that he will 11e\'er fuffer tIle righteous to 
" be nloved." 

2. You may fee the remedy of difirufr, which is, to be 
more ailcl more acqllainted \vitll tIle name of Goel. <:on
telull1ate llis glory in tIle vifible creatioll: l1e nlay be feen 
not onl}" in llis fpreadillg out tIle I-Ieavel1s like a curtaill, 
but in tIle fornlatiol1 of tIle meallefi cre~ture; in a pile of 
grafs, or in a gra.in of fand. ~Thi]e you are dai1y tailing 
l1is gifts, forget not to aCkll0\\,le(lge his b~tl:1ty, ill thf~ ria 
fing fun, the gro\ving carll, atld the falling fc.lin. rrllinI~ 
of his faithful word, read his promifes, lay them up in 
your InetllOries, \vrite them in your llearts; antI efpeciall)", 
the excee(ling great and precious pronlifes of tIle ev·erlaft. 
ing gorpel, \\TJlicll tnay lle }'ours, \vhich ,"OU are il1treated 
to accelJt as )70tlrS, atlc.l if tl1ey lJe 110t )yours, }'Otl fIlall ren
der an account to himfelf at the Iafi day, ior receiving 
tllein in vain. Tl1ink alfo of his Pro\7jclence, r II }"OU 

llave feetl, ancl all }You ha\'e felt, of prefer\~ing gooclnefs, 
allcl of redeelnillg grace; ar},l continlle to clea\'e to llinl as 
your portion, in the Plalmifi's worus, Pf(l.lm xlviii. 14. 
" rrllis God is our God, for e\ter and e\~er, he 'rill be our 
" guide even unto death.'~ 



3. In the Ian p:ace, learn from hence, w~at is the fu~R 
and !!lorteft, and in~leed, the only f~fe 'ya\~ of (leli\·~r:a~ce - ~ 
from fuffering. Flee t~ God as your SI!"C!'K liYlrU, by 
Ilflyer anti fupplication: but with this, enu~avor hy the 
rene\~"~ll exerciie of faith in }"Olif R(!(le~nler's blood, tn 
alcertJin }'"our title to the fu,'or of God; ellcie;l,-or by a 
iletlfatl adllerenct to }ltour (luty: to comillit )"O!lr \\"a}"s to 
G~d; 1n~1 fa toon, anci fo fa'!, as }"ou ha\~e gOOtl ~round 
to know that yon are his children, you ought to refill and 
I'~\nifh every doubt of your fecurity, Rom. viii. ~S. "And 
,~ we know, that all things work together for good to them 
~, tll~t love God; to tllem \\·llO are the callell &lccorrling to 
cc his pnrpofc." Vcrfe 32 , of the fame chapter, u He that 
" fpared not his o\\"n Son, but delh-ercd him up for us all, 
" 110\\' fila}! he not \\lith llilll alia freel}' gi\"e us all t!li!lg~~' 



SER~iO~ 15. 

br sea. 

L,-, !,':Ir b:~.~: S~ S..'::I:'- t~jt;rt' ~r~ .. 'l!~~! ';~.' ~"=! .. t . .,. !~~~.,. 
go~/l"~r~ __ ) a" .. /! l:.riJ'y !;~"r J~th« ll"~~~"i; I:" in h·n~-Yl;. 

T IIERE are two c1iff.:rent diviiions rr~pent1y rn:t~e 
of praftic:l1 religion. One .. into our .. luty to Goo. 

and our Uti!y to ma'l.. Not ~s t:lougn e~~ry ~lrt of (ll~ 
rltltV ""ere not to be llltin13telv refcn~~l to GQ\l, :tlld to l~ 

~ . 
done ffQn. a reganl to his a:lthority enjoining it; but be-
caufe there a!'e fome dllties~ of the perf Of III aJlC e of \\ ).:t'h 
the Lord OIIT 1T13.k~r, ant} fonle of \,"llich O,lr nei~ht~r is 
the imnle(li~\te objea. Allorilcr comnlOll tli\"ifioll is iilto 
the hiclden ancl th~ apparel1l part; tile ill\\"~\rll f~~'llC 31ld 

temper of tIle mil1{1, aJ1U the out\\-ard life :l!lll C011\'e:"i:,
tiOll. 1'Jlefe t\\-O (li\1rifiollS, though they arc near a.kill to 
one another, and often b:l indiftintl fpeakers in :1 gTeJ.t 
Jl1~·:fure C011founded, ,~et are b,r 110 Illea.1S Olle and t~le 
fame; and when tt.e ~lifference· is net fufilcienth- attcnd-., 
eel to~ it is followeJ by many bad confequcnccs. It is 
undt!niable that God is chiefly cldightoo w!th truth in the 
inward parts; ret there arc many of the duties we O\\'e tn 
Gocl, \Vllicll OllgIlt to lla\·e an Otlt\\·aru expreffioll, \\'Jlic.:h 
\\·itllout it ,vill not be acceptable to Il!tn, bllt \\'11JCJl ::~l! 
greatly negleacd by tho!~ who imlg:ne that 3. ~ooil i:~c 
and conn:,rfation implies no more than the r,er!~rmanc.:c;: 



of .1 f~w or the mon ob\'io\15 and neceffiu'Y fm;j,,} ~·irtues. 
"ne tflltil i~, t)lere are fe\v things t:l~t fccnl to be lei'S lln

(l~rf!ood tilln tIle Ilatllre, extent, ;tlll1 (-l))i~ation of \"ifible 
T:::i,~ion. SOllIe lean to one ~xtreille, alld fome to ano
t~.cr. R~proachcs arc mtl:u;,ll}- tl!fo,\"n \lPOll 011e anc.. 
t~~r. Some Cire bJainetl for teo nll.rh Ilrofcliion; all(l tiler 
arc r~ady to retort tile th:t~, 311(1 blanle tlleir acc:JfeTs 
with at leaft equOll jufiice, for too li~t1c, or none at ~n .. 
1:1 the l'ileail time t:lere are too ft:\\- of an)" j~rt "rho Jl:!,"e .. 
f\J~:l a con(lt~l! alld cJlar~ftt:r ~s rcall,,, :(10nls the dotlrine .. 
of their S~\'io::r, :111t1 ferves for the illfir,Iction of fillll~rs, 
or the etlinc3tioll ;tnt) cOlll!ort or thore ,\~ho fear G()(l. for 
t~i~ reafiln I I.a\'e ChOrell to i!1fiil a little \il)Oll thc.:fe ,,'ortls 
of Cl:r S;t\'iot:r to Jiis (!ifcijllt,S~ in his exccile'lt j~rll1oll on 
the mOtlnt, ~'Let }~our lib11t fo f),itle llCfore 'I~en, that t~lt:)· 
" m~y f~:: your ~OtXi works, mtl g!ori!y your Ita!hcr \\ hich 
C~ is ill :)-::aven _" 

I :un tenfib!e th:tt fome, :!.nd particularly one com men. 
t:\!or of gr::l.t emillcnce, tllll!Crii30\i tt~le \\~ortls as atllil'"en
('cl cn:~-, or chid~~., to the tweh-e apoftles; and that by 
light is to be muleril!lt'<l their d08rinc.. which thC!y were 
to J.t::, or to ftlr.t:'r to 1111:1C: fr~~!\" to C011l~\'llicat\!, as tht\· 

~ ~ 

h:ttl Ii'eel)' rec~i\"t:ll it. ·fh!s ~t:.e}· prefilme to ha\'e been 
ill!~'l\.it:tt. ill oppoulif}O to tile ] Icathen phiJofoj)hers and 
th~ jcwinl tca::hcTs, u-h!) confin, d their inilruaions to 
their fchc{,ls, Cina implrtetl wh3t tlley ~neemeJ tbeir mon 
,":\Iit~!)ic! l!i:co~~ries oralr to a ft:w fe)~a tlifcil.les. To Illp
fOrt :his illterprct_\tion~ it is allellgetl~ tlllt tl~e met3)lhol' of 
l~~ht is conillutly tired in St~rip!ure to fi;jnify knowledge ; 
and that of darknefs" i~norance- But though this be: tbe 
Fr:r~l~r}" intent.o:l of the nlet:tphor, it is 1urely fOlne!iln.:s 
c~!fi~d on to exprefs the di(Ct:; of knowledg~; and not 
()tl!j- \valkinb in the li~llt (as 1 JU:lI1 i. 7,} tlllt fllillill~ as 
I;gh~s in t:le worM, (as in Phil. ii .. IS.) :.:1 exprcffion :l.1. 
nlnn the (mle with that in our t~~~\ is nfed tc- fignit)~ holi
nc!s of W~. nefitl~s, I do not think the abcve interJlre
t::~:Oll elll t)c! lll:l(te, \\ ilhol,t lome confin::lt, t~ 3gree 
\~-~th the exprdfion in the b~ p~rt of the \'erf~, "that they 
,-. rll~\)· r~e )"(\~!r ~~~l \rorks._~) I l.l1l(icrfianll the ,,"on~s, 
th~r~f::::) ~~ o:-:~i~\lUy a\!drdfed to aU who then !~(arJ out' 



of p,Pisible Religion. 

Lord's dircourre, and now to all proft:ffing Chrifiians; nnJ 
by the exprefIion, U Let your light 10 1hine before n)eJJ, 
" that they may fee your good ,vorks;" that the hol in;.;is 
and purity of their convcrfatioll l1lC)uld b~ \'iiible and t'llti
nent; that men, hy obferving it, 1l1ight be cOIl!irailled to 

ackno\vledge the truth and po\ver of the principle~ ,\~h ich 
produced it, and perfuaded to yield thelllIclvts al10 to their 
government. 

In dilcourfing upon this fubjeCl:, \vhat I propore, through 
di vine affiflance, is, 

I. 1'0 illuflrate the mean ing and extel~t of the exhorta
tion, Let )'our light so shine bejorc nzell, that IhL)' lnay 
see your g°o.oll ~vorlLs : 

II. To illutlrate the motives ",ith \vhich it is enforced, 
as they are contained in the text, the glory of God, and 
the good of others: And, in the Ian place, to Inakt: fonle 
praCtical improvement of ,vhat may be 1aid. 

I. In the firfi place, then, let us confider the extent 
and meaning of the exhortation, " Let your light fo thine 
" before men, that they rna y fee your good \\.rorks." rJ'lJis, 
itl general, includes the ,vhole of vifible religion; every 
part of the duty of a Chrifiian, to \\thich his nei(.~hbors are 
or may be witneffes. ...~nd here it is of importance to at>
ft!rve, that though the in\vard temper of the tnind is 110t in. 
itfelf and imlnedjately the objeCt of hunlan obfervation ; 
arid though there lnay be, and there is, n1uch hypocrify in 
the world; yet every difpofition of the heart hath a natural 
all" genuine expreflion, and olay be lTIOre clearly or nl0;-e 

obfcurely difcerned by fcme"Outvlard fymptoms. rfhere 
are therefore fe\v graffer Iniftakes than to fuppofe, either 
that no conclufions 'viII, or that none ought, to be dra,rn 
by the \vorld about us, concerning our in\vanl difi)ofltioll~, 
froIn our Qut\vard carriage. So efiablifr~ed is the connex i. 
on between them, that hypocrites are ufual1y much more 
fuccefsful in deceiving themlelves than the \\'orIeL On 
the other hand, thofe \vho, from a real or pretended fear of 
the imputation of hypocrify, put off all out\vard appe~r .. 
a11ces of devotion, and abfiain from all cxprefilor:~ of the 
inward exercife of their fouls, \v ill hardly pCrftiJde ::!I y 
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ilnr'~~r:i:~J ~:-f(ln, th~t the hidtlen fource is firong and 
.. r.JC:l';:lll~ \\~::C'l tIl\! Jirt:;l111~ \\"hich fhO!.ll .. : iliue from it are 
f~ e~fily con-.;c~:ed. O:hcr I.alliral afl'l:tiions of the mind, 
as !orro\\·, at'6Cf, ati~l jO)·" do iOlmelliatc:)y (lilt:o\'er tllt:Ol

kh·~:i in ~ht; count~nauce a.lc.1 carriage; and tlough they 
Ill:'y b~ rdlrainc(l an .. l mo~kr .. \tt:d., can fcarcdy be \\'1101Iy 
or J(lll~ C011Ct!aled: "":1)- tllcn 1))0111(1 it be other,,-ife \\·itil 
r~l:~i()!IS ;tff~a;OJl~, \\~)lit.:il 3re :\t lea!l tiS jllfi ill t!leir n,l

t~lr~~ _l!1U rotlell more nol~le ill their ol:i~ct? J ,illl afraid \'"e 
:1\:\\. f:t'·,. "'itli too much truth" that tllcle is but little real . ... 

r~!i~i~l:l ill tl::! \\"o:'J~l ~\t pr~iellt; all(l )-et e\-cn tJlat little 
is Of:t:il, III a olofi fll~nl~ful anll co\\"ar(ily Illallfler, di[CIll-
l\~.,.·,,' e'- -l~n"'l·, .. l ·.",t "'-: .. ,_ .. \0. ....... 

Hut h';"caLJc the impreffion of general truths ;:; but fd
t!O!ll iirollg cr laflillg., I fh~111 ~t(ll1 a fc\v I)Jrtict)!~r ol)J~r\~a
t;u.~s, for O)1ellinJ-"! the mealli;l~ :lIlt} extcilt of this e:~llor
ta:ion, L~! )';'Ilr I:~-bl shille be/on: 1Il~1l_ And, in the 

JS;j-S! phtce:, It you would make your light to fhine before 
t;iC \\'orlll, }"O~l Inl,ft be carerlil of the practice of fl!ch {lu
Ii,s as :if\! nlol! ,',l.re tliltl '1IIc~~n; n;OII; 3l1d tilat "l~elller 
l!leir bei:l~ (3 ;\rif~s frOll1 tIle (liilll:ulty of the {luties tl1enl
f":!\-'~Sl Qr trom th; pel:uli~!r degeneracy and contrary prac-
..... , .. 1 'I~' I' ''''' 1 ~ tlce ot all}:' p~lrtl!:tlJ~lr a~e or ))!~:Ct:. ile Illtta}) lllf It t: ,I 

\\'iil t~:lch YUli this. Nothing can be faiJ. to fhine.. but 
th.\t w!.ic:h throws O!.it a dining~!i11!:d bU.-e, in comparifon 
of otl!~r objtcls. Th()!e ,\ltno ,lre l)ut as other 111cn, antI 
en 110 \va)" e:,~ccl the \\-or]tl at"f)llt tllenl, Call!10t I)c·~lll)!y 
l~rin~ any hunor to their profd1ion, or be properly f~id to 

, ,..).. I I' ' rr I ~ - • lll~l~t! tt!tlr I~ It to illt1e. llUS Ollr ~,~\·lOtlr argllt:S 1 III 

1· I·· ... n rCCO!11111~:1( IllJ a ver}:.o rare allt e!lllnellt \"'lrttie, i.e nut 

,,~ I la~~ unto you, L~\'e your enemi~s, blefs them that 
~\ cllri~ }"OU, do goo~l to tlletll tIlat IlJte }"Oll, uncI l)ra}? for 
,,;. them \\-hich deli)itdully l~ft! you, and p~rfecute you.
,,, f~or if 'Pc IO'i:! tJlt!ll\ tll'lt love ,:Otl \\·l~at TC \'"arcl Iltl \'e ,~e ? 

~ ~ , -
, .. do llot e\~ell the f)llblicatlS tIle ialnc? Allll if }·e f~llute 
,~ yeilr l)rctllr~ll Olll}', \\'ll~lt lID }-e 11lcre tllall otIlers :" 

I ()bf~-f\'ctl, in cnkring upon this particular, that the 
pratl:ce of fome duties may be uncommOll, either from 
th~ dtfliculty of the duties thcm!dves) or the p~culiar U(!. 



of Yisible Religioll. 

generacy of any particubr age or place. The firn of thcle 
happens in all thofe calts in which the law of God, from 
its purity and fpirituality" is mon immediately contrary 
to tile bellt of carllal ~\[eaion. f'or tl10Ugil it be true in 
general, as the apo(Ue Paul ttl1s us," that h the carnal 
" mind is enmityagainfi God i for it is not fllbjt.·a to the 
" law of (;0(1; neitller in,leeo can b~ ;" }7et tl1is ennlit), 
is much fironger in fome cafes than in others.. SOl1le of 
thofe gracious difpofitions which fhone in the miln Chri!l 
Jefus when he dwelt among us, full of grace and tn .. th, 
311d \\:Ilich he [0 ar\lently recomll·len(l~, fuell as, cot1tenl)1t 

of tIle 'vorlll~ and Ilea\'"eIllillefs of Illilld, meekllcfs, 11Ullli. 

lity, the forgi\~enefs of illjllries, and tIle lo\'e of Ollr ene
mies, arc much more oppofite to the tera(ICllC}' or lnrrU})t 

nat lIre, than fonle otller l)arts of the llloral Jau'. Or, to 
fpeak more properly, it is only by an ohedience to the 
,,·ilI of God, carried to this degree, anti mani!dtly i1uwing 
from fucIl principles, allel fuell 1n in\\·~rd temper, tJ.at ,re 
can make our light to ihine in the view of an c.bfen"ing 
world. 

I took notice alfo, that whether any duty be difficult or 
eafy in itfelt~ if it is neglet1cd, or brought into contempt, 
by the peculiar degeneracy of any age or place, he who 
would make llis ligilt to fhille before men, D1Ufi, \\9itll 
boldnefs and refolutiont with fittlf:.tfinefs and conflancy. 
adhere to the praCtice of it. If in any place, or in any 
age, tIle very out\vard attendance llpon the ordinances of 
ChI"ill's inflitution is made 1ight of, or defpifea, by many 
of every rank; if the name of God is profanecl an(i al1uied 
by unholy converfation; it is then the duty of every real 
fervant of God, publicly to manifeft his eileem and love 
for divine ordillances, and to nlairltaill the }ligllefi reve
re11ce for the hoI}T nalne of God in his difcourfe aOLI lall
guage. And, if I am not miflaken, the very meaning of 
makir.g our light to fhine before nlen, is, to be doubly 
watchful in all fuch cafes, not only on our own account, 
llut upon account of otllers; or, as our Saviour exprelfed 
it, that they may fee our good works: For infiance, llot 

... R .... 7 Oln. Yl1~. • 
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only to efle'!m the infiitutions of Chrift in the f!orpd~ fOf 
their tendency to pr~mote our l:tutlification ant) comfr.rt, 
but even when thele purpoft;s fnight be at 1ean as wen ob. 
tainell in aJlother way, at particular tinles; } .. (t to attl~nd 
carefully UPOll public oruill;\nCeS, that \ve n\Cl)" COlltriilute 
our part to preferve the refpeCt that is due t~ them: or, in 
the other cafe fuppoferJ, \\:)len profane fwelril1~ is commOtl 
and prevalent, to difcover the deeper Te,"erence t'Qr the holy 
name of God, and ure th~ ut010ft caution ill the \vhole of 
our c onve.· fat- .j, to avoltl e\-ery doubtful e~preflion, or 
any thing that may have a tell(lellC}~ to infOdre the un .. 
wary, or confirm the wicked in an evil tOnne. \·ou will 
probably conclude .. th~! my mentioninJ! thefe two inflances 
arifes from a perluafion lhat tllefe fins prevail ~n.arkably 
among us in the pr\!fent age, and your conc1ufion is jun. 
I fhal1 add one more to them, v:z. \-O)llptuoulileJs; either 
e~ce1live fenfuality and intel11perance, or at leaR a pleafang 
of the, Belli, \vith a total neglea of morti6catioc and Jelf
(lenial. And be a[ured, my b:Tthren, }~nu are particll
larly called upon, b}~ the exhortation in the text, in tllefe 
alld every other inilance of the like kind" nct to lole )JtOllr 

horror of fin by the t'retlllency of it, llllt, accoT(iing to the 
exllortation of the apoftle PauJ," to be " blamelefs and 
" llarnllefs, the fons of Gtxl, \\:ithout rebuke, in the midll 
44. of a crooked and perverfe llatiotl, anlong \vhom ye fhil1e 
" as lights in the \\·orld." 

In the ft:cond place, In o:-der to make your light lhine 
before men, you mull aCt an unexceptionable part in all 
fuch cafes as your conduCt: falls IDOft imm~diatt:(y, and 
DlOIt fully, under the obserfJtlti011 of others. I have faid 
above, that the exhortation in its full extent, includes 
the whole of vifible religion. Bat there are fome cafes in 
which our conduCt is comparatively more vifible than in 
others, and more immt:diately fubjeaed to the examina. 
tion of the world. As there are rome places more coo .. 
fpicuous and expofc::d to public view than others" fo are 
there alto fome perfons in the \vhole of their deportment, 
and fome aCtions of the fame perlons. It is the laft of 

• Pilil. ii. 15. 
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thefe that chiefly :e!.tes to my prelent fubjea. Are yo: 
not lent~ble then, tha~ in thol~ a8ions \,'hlch taIl In!"'" 

immediately unll~r th~ ob!cn-"tiotl cf others.. the ~te': 
c~utin:l ~nd circanlf~~\ioa is necefT;lf)-? It is from thef~ 
tn~t th:: judgment 01' men is ~hictJl lormtd (if profdfin: 
Chrilii-ans,. and t~e ch,lraclcr ii~etl \\ hi.:h they Gll,il bea:" , 

in the world. '\-ith retjk-d ,0 other aaion~ men proceec.~ 
nlore upen conj~lure, and d.~refore will not, even them
fclve~ la~- ''0 lDuch nre& upon their obfen'ations; but in 
futh .s an: v hQny fubjc:..:lcd to their \- !~\\\ their condufi. 
OilS an: peremptory. If you afk, what are thofe aftions 
tbt.t 1~1I rao!! ilnlDO-liately under the obfen-ation of others ? 
I ~nfwc:r, they an: n.any. Moll of tbofe of which our 
raeiJ.!hbor is the oojett; particularly all relative dutie~ 
and •. lio the go,·c:nunent of the tongue. Althou~h thofe 
who arc cOll,-erlant with you .. m~y make fhrewd gueffes, 
by \vhat they f~ in }'our out\,'ard deportment, \\'hether 
you are conJiant in fecret devotion, or ferious and fervent 
in public, they Illuft Ilill labor under much uncenaillty. 
But a neighbor will q'Jickly and certainly know whether 
you are friendly or klfifh, froward or peace~ble; a wife 
muft know, \, .. ~ther fhe hall. all atfedionate hufb3nd, and 
a hufb-in(l \\-heth~r h~ hath a d\ltiful \\'ite; a fer~4nt mtlft 
know, whetner he is under a reafol1abJe alld gelltle, or a 
~pricious and cru"') mailer; atl(l a nufler, \vhether he 
hath a fubmilli"e and diii~nt, or an idle and 1l0thful fer. 
vant. l-'he 'arne thing holds with refpeCl !o every ether 
rdation. And as to the government of the tongue, the 
world mull know whether y:>ur converfation is pure ~nd 
inofl'enfive at ~U times, and profitable, as op(Y.>rtunities 
prefent themfdves; or if it is frothy, unprofitable and 
vain, nih, pee\'ilb, paf1ionate, unchatle, or cenforious. 
As therefore, in the JanguaJ!e of our Saviollr, a ci!y that 
is let on a hill canllot be hid; fo a Chritlian, in theie 
cafes, cannot be concealed. And I hope I may be .\1. 
lowed to fay, without being thoi.\~~:- to put the {hadow of 
rdigion jor the fubllance, or prefering the forol. to the 
fpirit,. t:l~lt Ile Ollght, in all ~~!ch cafes, to be p.uticularly 
"":l!cllfui tllat 11{)tl.illg rr.~} ~!cal,e him, \\'Ilich nla}', in its 
('on(~quenct!s. tcnd to the difboll.or of God~ or the ruin of 
the foal~ of m~n. 



In the third place, In order to make your light to lhine 
hefore men, you n1tlll be ('artful in tIle difcllarge of fuell 
duties as are meil oeerplobie to others. It is feU:evident; 
that if there are fome of the duties \vt.icll \\"e o\ve to our 
l1t:igllbors more accelltable to theln than ethers, nothing 
\\-i11 more reCOlll.mend religion to tl!eir efieem, \vhich is 
the defign of a fhining cenverfation, than t he faithful dii. 
charge of Juch duties. Now, that there are f(lme duties' 
more acceptable to nl~nkind than others, is very evident; 
an;.l none will call it in queflion, who reflect upon the 
difl~rel1t receptiol1 given to tllofe duties \vhie11 promote 
mell)S telnporal intereft, and thofe \vhicll reftrain or pu .. 
niIh their crimes. 1'he one clafs of there procures tIle love 
anc} efieeln of a1J witllout exception, \vhetller gocd or bad; 
the other often provokes the refentment and inflames the 
paffions of the vicious, who make fo great a part of the 
,,'"orl(l. RefleCt alia \vhat a different receptioll is ufllally 
gilCll to a co\:etous hartl-hearted oppreffor, or to a fraudu. 
l~llt 1.10jllft nlan, on the one hand; and to a profa11e [,vear. 
er, a dfllilkarcl, or (lefpifer of religion, on tl1e otl~er. The 
ilr!i is hated an~l fled {rorl} l1V all; tIle lafl is li-eelv carer .. 

• J 

fell t)y 111a11)', all<.l illdeed often b)<p tll01c froll} \v}10fe ]))'"0-

kllion a more equal and imparti;J detdlation of vice and 
\\~icke(ll)cfs nlight have been expetl:ecl. 1'11is is eaiily to 
l1e aCCOlll1ted for, if \,~e cOflficler tl1at \vorldJy il1terefl: is 
the illol of by far tll~ greatefl part of lneil, and tllat t.here 
is too tlrong ~ bias to it in tIle very btft. 

From tIlis it is 1)laill, that lle WilD "Jould nlake l1is Iigllt 
to fhine before others, n1l1fi be e},trenlelv careful of fuell 

tI 

duties as are nlofi acceptable to tlle!l-J, particularly jufiice 
and integrit)7 in all his dealillgs; and [l1C11 jufiice as, if 
pomble, may be beyond Jifpute, and to the conviCtion of 
all. rl'llere \~laS a very great beau~y and dignity in the 
language of Samuel to the children of Ifrae1, when he was 
ab:e to apr>eal to tlletnfelves, as to the unblarr)eablellefs of 
his cOllduCl: among them in a public flation: " ~ Behold, 
'\ hear I am, \Vitl1cfs agairlfl me before the Lord, and be .. 
,~ tor<: his alloint<:(l: \vl10fe ox h~tve I taken? . or \vhofe 
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" afs have I taken? or \,·11om ha\'e I defral1(1c{1? \,·l~om 
" have I oppreffed? or of whole hand ha,·e I reccivtd any 
" bribe to blind Dly eyes therewith? and I will refiorc~ it 
" unto vou. Alld tl1tV faill, rfllOU ~lafi Ilot d~fi·audt:u UZ, 

~ . 
" nor oppreffcd us, neither hali thou taken ougLL of allY 
" man's hand." l\lercy and charity alfo to thdt: in dif .. 
trefs is llni\?er£111y acceptaille: tlJis is fiill Inore aCl£')ta .. 
ble to mankind in general tJlan jufiice alone. 1 'Ile r~a· 
fon is, t11ey tllink they have a claill1 to juftice, and, iJI 

tnany cafes, call. obtain it by coniplllfion, \Vhell it is nt-t 
\villingly given them. Beficics, tllat \vor](lly wif<lonl lnay 
eafily be cOIICei\Ted tIle pril1ciple of jufi dealillgs, tllrough 
fear of a difcovery, and its cOllfequeIlces: bilt charit}, al1d 
compaffion to the neceffities of others, is looked upon as 
the free unconfirained exertioll of good c1ifl,ofitions. FJ')le 

apofile Paul fuppofes a difference in the eHimaticn of the 
. world, between a Inerely righteous or jufi mall, and a good 
or rnerciflll man, ,~.'llen 11e fays,· ,,' for fcarcel}' for a 
" righteous man win one die: yet perad\'enture for a good 
" Inan lome \,"ould evel1 clare to dit_" 

~'he fame felfilil bias ill nlen to tl1cir \\forldly interefl: 
will indeed fonletimes carr}? tllenl fo far, as to nlake tlleRl 
cxceffive al1d unreaiOJlable in tlleir expeClatlolls. rrlle 
worl(l feems not onl}T to eXl)etl, tl1at ttofe \vho profers tea 
fear GOli filould be juft alld uprig:ht il1 their dealings, nlcr.· 
ciful and charitable to proper ot)jtCts; but that tIley lllOl11d 
be at all tilnes reacly to yielcl U}) their O\\'n rights to tile 
extra\?agant demall(ls of \\-'orllll}T mell, ari(t give fuel) evi
dellces of 1elf-denial, as are neither confiilellt \vitll \\: if. 
(loln 110r \vitll l)iet}t. 'l'llefe exceffi\7e expeCtations of the 
world, which it is found by ~xperience impotIible to grati. 
fy, are too apt to make fonle, in peevifil11eis and {lifplea
lure, tllrow up all l}ol)es of, or el1ueavors after, a\1oiclil!ci its 
reproaches. l'llis is to difobe.y G-od, becaufe it is in~po11i. 
ble perfeCtly to pleafe men. 'fhe n10re ready they are to 
take offence without rt:a[oll, the more wat.~hrul ought the 

· COIliciel1tious Cllriflian to be, that he nlay gi\7e 110 jufl 
grounu for it. Antl undoubtedly the private example, or 

ttl lionl. v. 7 ~ 
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the public endeavors of any perfon for reformation, bid 
nllll:Jl 1airer for fuccefs, \Vllen his conduCt is fuch in the 
particulars above-mentioned, as the world in general mull 
cO'lfefs to be ao~iable allci excellelll. 

I fllUll only add one contidcrCltion mere, to thew the ne
ceflity or propriety of fllining ill fuch duties as are moll 
acce?table to ethers. It is, that ufuaHy the loofe or pro
fane part of the \\·orJd, in or(ier to prevent or "·ipe oft' in 
{OlD'! meafure, tile reproach \\ hich their conduCt, ill otller 
infiances, brings upon tIlelll, I)retend to glory in the juli
nefs of their dealillgs, their generofity aild charity; and 
tIllS often not without infilllJations, tllat tllofe \vho appear 
to be rt!li~ious, are not fo firiel: ill point of moral llollefly. 
It is tllerefore inculnbent 011 e\7ery Jervant of God to Dlake 
his prattice a contillual and vifible refutation of this ca
lumllY; an(i to flle\V, tllat none can, to fuch perfeCtion, 
diicharge allY mor~li duty \vhate\1er, as thofe \vho are Te-
11e\Vecl in tIle fl>irit of tlleir nlinds, and having the love 
of God ll:ed abroad in their hearts, mufi of coniequence 
love their bretllrell al[o. 

In tile fOllrth alld Jail place, If you would make your 
1igllt fl:ine before nlell, }TOll mull: be diligent in the prac
t~Ce of iuch duties as are Inoll profitable to others. It 
\villllot be difficult to determille, wllat are the duties moli 
profitable to others, if we only confiuC!r what has the fllOft 

imnletiiate teoclency to promote their fpiritual ancl eter
nal interetl. Of tllis kind, tllere are many incuDlbent on 
perJons of every fiation, and ill every fituation of life ? 
though the obligation of them is little thought of, for the 
moll part, and the praCtice generJ.l1y negleCled: ruch as, 
private and perfonal infiruCl:ion, tender and atft:aionate 
cOllllfel, faithful admonition and rel)root: Every OI1C 

of us kllOWS tIle perfons to \\·holn his inrluence exten(ls, 
,~~he!1 any [chelne for llis \\'or}(il.f inter{:l} al1d advallce. 
ment, or that of his friellds, or tIlt po\ver and creclit of liis 
ptlTt}', is at flake; but few tllink of Ufillg tIle fame in
tereit for the glory of Got!) and the falvation of deluded 
hnliers. 

Of this kinll are an the duties of fllpcriors to their inferi. 
{\rs j as parents and heads of iiunilies, teachers of youth, 



minifiers of the gofpd, ma~iflrates and ru'~~. 1~;:;:!~ 
every Olle, ill tl1eir it'\'tral C'ip~\rlli~s .. (lre ()l)li::t:(t, ci':'(.·r 
more directly, or by confcquence. to promott: the en rl.~E. 
ing interefi of thoJe ,,'110 are tln(il:r tht-nl; 311,-1 l:U~: i: ~.:! 
will make tJleir ligllt lnore to filil1e, not!lillf; \\'iJJ (,Ollti i
btlte Inore to adorll alld ilJufirclte tht~ir Chriliiall c)la=·a~tt."r~ 
than a faithitl1, zealolls, and diligellt tlifcllarge of tl~c \.!:1-
ties of there flatiolls. 

Perllaps it may be thougJjt, that tlie reafcning 011 tl~e 
former particular is contrary to this; and that if tht k· c.1a
ties, which are acceptable to others, make a C!:rifiiau's 
(onverfation to 1hine, the praCtice of fuch as mC!i are 
averfe from fubmitting to, rou!! have an oppc.fite t:i~~·d. 
But this is far from being the cafe: for thcu&h fome fins 
are contrary to other fins, religion is confiltent t)~rougll
out; and every part of it, infiea<{ of obfcuring, tllrO\rs a 
]uHre upon another. This will eafiJy appear, if yeu ccn
fider, that howe\per unwilling men are to be inllr~iac:d :n 
their dut}?, or reflrained and liolited from their i. regi,litr 
illdulgence; 10 foon as the endeal'ors ufed for tl!at !)ur
pofe are fuccefsful, they will, with the higheIt thankful. 
nefs, acknowledge the care beflowed upon them. ~rhough 
a child may, at tirft, and for 1aille tinle, be inlp:tticilt of" 
tile fatller's a\.lthority; if it is attencled \\·ith fuccefs, J!e 
will e\'er afterwarcls reckon it one of tIle gTeatcft bJefl!tlg.:i 
of his life; and the memory of fucll a parent \\=jJI be in
finiteiy more dear, than of one who has 1110wn the m.oli 
partial and indu1gent fondnefs. 

Further, fuch duties, though they may be harfh and nn· 
pleafant to thofe \vho ai--e tIle inlmediate o\)jetts of thelll ; 
yet as they are unquefiionably good and ufetul in thtm
iehTes, they muft command the elleem and approbation of 
every impartial obferver. It is indeed by this mt:J.ns 
alone, or clliefly, that the public Ilol10r and creclit oJ'reli
gion is preferved, amongft fo great a tnajorit), \\'110 are 
eneJl1ies to it in their hearts. 'Vhat the}' \\'ould hate \!Illl 

refHl, or perhaps revile, in their own cafe; when othc,'s 
are concerned, confcience confirains tllem to bear a c!\!~r 
and firollg teftimony in its favor. Najr, no! 0111)' [0, llt!t 

the n10ft wicked and prof1ig~\te, though th~y 1. ... ,: rJ:";:C!l 



and ri,~i.:~ournc!s ill itielf; l""et ~re the~ fufiictt'nlJv f~llfi. ,,'\ .... 
bit: of the COI111~l'otl het,,"eell :a rcZi6ious prott:ffiOl1 a;~\l 
its prop:r fnail~ an,,1 fu!f.cientJy apt to reproach thoj~ ill 
\t'11om they oh:erve the dcficiel1C\"; all\l that in f'ttch c~Jcs • • 
as the periornl:lllCe ,,"ot.ltl be: 1"',11,,11, an,,1 not 3c~ep\t\ble 
til thcmlelves, 11ms a ~hiiJ of a fio:.bful ruent, a iiahject 
Qf an t.nl3itilftll n\.:~ilir~t~, if their profcflion is J:lfh 3S to 
nl~\ke tile n~(!lc:a Ican,J~lot)s, fI!:lli lleliliie ll.e'll ill their , , 

Ile~ll1s, anti funlcti'lles go fo jJ :t~ to repro'ich thlill by 
th'-'ir ,,'ortis, e~·en ""here tlleir O'..Vll e .. :l! &il\) if:l'tlrity is 
,,'holly owing to ,hat ,'ery criminal illtlulgence, Fronl 
aU whi~h it e\'icJ.a'ltly 3ppe41rs, that a confcic:ntious t::1-
c!lar!.t: of fuch he' :es 3S an: mo!l ul:::ul and pro6lab!~ t\) 
c:~~rs, is hi~hly proper to make our li~ht to thine bctorc 

I am r~nfihle, my brethren .. tllar there clatr~s into ,~'!aich 
I ha\·e d~\'id~d cur public and \'ifiille duties, viz, fuch ~ 
:tre roo:i rare an(l t;llComOlon, fuch as are nlgfi fubjecl to 
tile otlft:r,"j.tioll of ot:lers, fuel} a3 are nloft accelltab!~, and 
f~lCil as are mort proiitable to th~m, are not fo entirel}~ 
(lillilla one fro:n (lnathe)', bllt th~t t:acre 3re In:lll)" parts ct' 
tIle (lilt} .. of a (:J.rifiiall, \\ .. J)ich 1:1)1 l111Jc!r Illore thaI' Oile of 
tJlef~ di,-ifiollS, aJ1l1 fonle tll:lt ma}~ lx;rllaps fall uJlder them 
Gil; yet I h .. \ve lnentioncd them ft:ptlratdy, ~caule each 
of t~lem hath iome dllties \\-hiel. do lleculiarly-, or at le:tft 
~:11inel1tl)~ belong to itfelf: an(1 as e\1teq" one of them COD

tribut~s to Ihe\\'" ilS the extent of OIJf duty uporl the \\"'lo!e, 
1~ tllCY, ttt tile faint! tillie, lC!r\'"e to let tlle oblig:ltioJ1S to it 
itl a iiril~illo lisht. 

II. I prccee(l no\\" to the fecoI1J !Iling prcport!(l, \\:-hich 
,,'as) brierl}1P to illufirate tIle t\\~O Jlloti\~es addfll ill the text 
to enforce tIle exllortation; alld thefe :lre, tIle glory of 
God, allll the good of otllers. 

I. l"he glory of GOll. T'he glory of God is the fu .. 
preme and higJlefi ainl of e\9tr}' re~\1 Cllri!li:tll, to \\-llich 
e\ger~: otller dc:fign is fubordillate and fllbfcr\"ient. I anl 
not ignorant, that profane and worldly men are apt to 
deride this language, of the glory of God being the high .. 
en aim of a Chriliian. It is not however the Ids agree-



541 

aNt: 10 £rotb.. tbat it is t~ntnty to the inirit of tl.~ \\'( rltl : .. . 
" • F~~ the n~tur:ll n~l:l rc...'eivctll n'" tJi~ thilJ~ of'tt:e 
"S '.. .... 1".) co .... -. I'" t' l' t: L ' .. par.: 0: U\~,: lor t.-.;,t .re ~" •• ~n~.s unto 1.,Gl; nel-
., ther em he kno\\- them, bec~u~ the)- ue ,p~rito~I}· dif. 
" ttm~d."" It m:~t:t be: f'.lffi.:i:-nt to luppon this m~nntr 
of f~~ing~ ti' fay, it is :a!'!r~~ab!e to the \\ eml of God, 
\\'hien :! a much lur~r t~ll of tnll:!, t!l~:l :tnv .oaxit'~s ~fi~~· • 
b!iibc:ri by human ,.~ifdom. BQ~ :~r fi!~n:in~ b3infa)"'::rs in 
rome mf!afu~, thou.lb their conl'ifiioo (\\"it~ut a (~~ll~e 
oi hem) a.Dnot be hOfkad for, I wo::!tl cbfen-e, tha!. it !s 
the ch~raaer of a (:hriil!~n to luve GoJ aklvc ~II : ;-~nd 
is it not a n~tural Ctmfcquencc of fup~me love, to be j\!a .. 
lous of the honor ani zeaious in the interefi ~nd c~ufe ct' 
the obj!d of our dleem? Re!lllo~e cannot, e\'~n in 
imagination, be kP:lnt~ from this its n:tturaJ ~ff~a ;l!:d 
~~preflion. 

No,~, if this is O!lC: admitted, tJ.ere is no way in 
"'h:ch we can fo we Ii, or rattler tllere is no '\-3\~ in \,'hich 
we can at aU prom(te the glory .,. God, but by· a hvly :md 
unblameablc conver.tion. .\s th~ \~orkC) of crt3ticn ~re 
faid to fhew fOlth hi~. glury, b.!caufe they point out his na
t~raI perfeCliollS ex~ rted in their formation; fo his reafon. 
able creatures glorit)t him, when his image, or fOMe re· 
j~mbllnce of Ilis m~)ral excelJ«!nce, anli this as his c\\'n 
\vorkmanfbip, is dift:enled upon tlleir hearts. 

It is no doubt, in one view. difficult tor us to conc~i\"e 
how the glory of Gcd, who is perfett and unchangelh!e, 
fhouJd at all depeni) upon our conduCl: }~et as this is the 
light i!l which he hath reprefcnted it to us himfdf~ fo it 
is neceffaril)· felt in tllis manner by e\'er}' one of' Ilis fer
vants. Indeed we fee, that the tlllholinefs or the un
guarded cOllduC\ of ttJe WllO profels to ferve Ge<l, alld 
fiand in an apparent rdation to him, has the gre:ltdi ten
dency to diihonor him, as far as that exprefficn hath any 
meanin~ or propriet:1 in it. The {late of the world m~y 
eafily convince us (f this; for as flO argument :13S been 
oftener uft.'ll againfl the gofpe1, [0 none ever ~a.ve it a 
de:!per wound, than :he wicked lives of its profefTors. lu 

.. 1 Cor. ii. 1 ... 
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many, therefore, as have any rgard to the glory of God, 
or lhe honor of the Redeemer s tlame, mutl carefully en. 
deavor t9 make their light fhine before men, "tilit they 
~' may fee their ~ood works, atlll glorify their Father 
" which is in hea,tcn." 

2. The other obligation cOlltained in the text, to an 
ufeful or fhining cmverfa~ion, is the good of others. As 
rome degree of love to olankin(l is naturally iOlPJanted in 
~\·ery heart, and as lo\!e to others is the fecond command .. 
nlent of the law, and a neceflary eJfef\ of the )o\:e of God; 
fo it is impofIible but this love, if it be real, muft, in e'·e
ry believer, evidence itfelf in a deep concern for and con .. 
fcientiolls endeavor after, the falvation of others. '\~hom .. 
fcever \\-e love, we naturally exprefs this lo\'e, by endea. 
voring to a.vert fron1 them thofe ills which \\:e mon fear, 
an(l to procure for them thole advantages which to our· 
felves appear mon valuable: and therefore, the looking 
upon finners \\lith indiffeC!:oce, and not ufing the means 
in our po\ver for their recovery and falvation, is the moll: 
llnq\leflionable evidence, either of our not believing the 
important truths of religion, or Oeillg altogether voicl of 
gooc}-wiJI to our fe);ow .. creatures, or rather of both; be. 
caufe,they are effential branches of the fame charatier. 
A parent who fllouhl profers, from his own experience, 
to have the greaten apprehenfiolls of the danger of a cer
tain prac9ice, and ytt ihould freely fuffer or encourage his 
children ill the faole praaice~ \\Pould give goOO ground to 
judge, either that his fuars were wholly affeCted, or that 
he \vas altogether deflitute of love to his children, or cun. 
cern for their welfare, 

Now, how can any man more effeCtually promote the 
real, tllat is, the everlafiing intereft of others abollt him, 
than by a Ihining example of piety and ufefulnefs of con
verfation? A blamelefs life, fuch as becometh the gofpel, 
is a more effeCtual reprimand to vice, and a n.ore inviting 
argulllcnt to tIle prcta;Ge of religion, thatl the bell of rea· 
foning. Redon and argument .. for pattern and example, 
is bllt as an ullinforoled I)iaur~ to a living mao. Yfhe 
lllofi: l)art of mallkind are beft infiruCted by t~.eir fenfes, 
and are both unwilling to attend to, and incapable of per. 



543 

ceiving the force or fpeculative reafoning; but a good lire, 
anf,,'ering to \vhat their O\\'n confciences declare to be 
right, is a fenfible reprefentation, that never fails to make 
am impreffion, both on the memory anti heart. As the 
imprcffion on tbe wax is more difcemible than the en· 
gra\'ing on the feat though this lall be jun and perrett, 
whereas many accidents may render the imprtlred image 
faulty and defeBl\pe; fo though a jun and complete vie,v 
of the d\l8rine of Cilrifi: is onl}' to be had from the fcrip
tures of truth, yet the general integrity and uprightnefs 
of a J!ood lnan is more legible to the blllk of matlkilld; 
and bt:ing the charaCter of a man original1y of like pafli
ons with themfelves, engages them to imitate it. From 
all this I conclude, tbat tIle love of God, and the lo\re of 
our neighbor, jointly concur in laying the ftrongeft obli .. 
gation upon every Chrifiian to make his light thine before 
men. 

HI.. I proceed now, in the laft place, to mal~e fome 
praaical improvement of what has been faid. And. 

Firf}, F ronl what has been laid, you may fee in what 
refpeCt alone it is our duty to aim at the approbation of 
others, and from what principle it ought to flow. \\Te 
are bound fo to or(ler our outward converfation, as that it 
may on the one hand~ contribute nothing to the corrup
tiOll of others, but rather that the}· rna}' be invited to the 
practice, and perfual1\:d of the excellence and amiabJenefs 
of trlle religion. There is no charaB:er againft which our 
Saviour pronounces a feverer doom, than that of being 
religious that we may be feen of men; that is to fay, when 
the view is only to procure their applaufe to our own cha. 
ratter as a gratification of vanity. Such perfons ha,re 
their re,\'ard. But when the defign is, to \\Iatch that the 
name of God be not blafphemed on our aCCO!lot, to bear 
rnllcll frllit that God may be glorified, there are few things 
m~re ufeflll and important. For this reafon the frien(ls 
of religion o\\'e no thanks to thofe who glory in a coo
tempt of what others think )r ray (\f them, who are at no 
pains to a\~oid the appearance of evil, but freely indulge 
themfclves in whate\"~r they can, with any plaufibilitY1 



alJedge to be iawful in itfelf. They m~y cry ont~ as much 
as they will, agalnft the uncharitabl~ndS and cenr~rioof. 
nefs of the world; but they themfe}ves are aSing in 
do\vnright contfl<lifiion to the exhortation in O\~r t~~t, 
and neith~r fhow regard to the ,,"ill of God~ nor compUi
on to the fouls of men. In oppofition to thi~ the Qrif· 
tian who would make his Illllt to fhine~ in ol-..::lience to 
Ilis mafter's commaml, muit ofe the ulmoft tenderneis; 
:md circumipeaion~ not left his own ~put:k:ion filou)ll 
be wounded, but Jeft religion fhould fder . :to\l~ hi~ 
unguarded condu8:. Such an one h~th this ~.,i\~~nta~" 
that though perfealy to pleafe a capricious \yt:'fld is im
poffible~ he may yet obtain mercy of GOO to :-~ faithful; 
and though there is a \vo !() the world bn.ufe ~(offim.:es.. 
he may eiCaF thl:: wo of that man by whom the offence 
cometh.-

In the fecond place, ''''1lat hath ben [;.tid uFon this 
fubj~~t ferves to repro~·e the fin" and fhe--." the dangc:r, Q[ 
ail tho[t! who are notoriou{ly ddi\;ient in the praaice of 
tee d:'lty recommended in the text. Inde~d yon may fee 
lruOl t:.e extent of it, that it affords grollnd of hunliliation 
1ar a!! \\-ithout exception; allu, like every ot~:t!r precept 
of th-:: pure an,-l ho~y law of God, {hews plainly, that a 
perfeCt rigilteoufilefs is not to be found in ourfel\·es; and 
thlt, for our final accept.mce" we .nuft be indebted to the 
free grace of God, through the redemption that is in Chrill 
J~fus. But~ in a particular Dlanner, this repr~f is diretl. 
e,i to t\\·o forts of perfo,s. 

Firfr, ThOle \VllO are ',~holly linprofitable to othe~ and 
altogether infenfible of their obligatioll to profit them. 
Tllcre are not a few in the world who openly juftify them
f~!,;est and extenuate their fins by this pr~tcr.ce, that they 

- ;.10 no harm to others; that, if they do evil, none ruBer 
b;Jt themfelves. This is the ufual pretence of c!iffolute 
[vers, who are phmged in fenftlality. Let fuch confider 
their entire neglea of tIle command of our Sa\tiour in the 
text; let thetl"l confider their obligations to ferve God~ 
and the account the}' n1uft felluer to him. Let me fup
pore any of YOll ha<l a fervant \vho iho:JI(1 :Uto~etJler l1e· 

t,ka your bufincfs) and, upon ycur ;-eproving him, fhc',ld 



make this 6cufe, I ba~e dgne no harm~ I ~.al;e put no
thing out ofon3er~ 1 ha\'e not hindered the olher ten-ants 
in their work; bow ""OllJd '''03 be f.tisfied: or ratller 

~ .. 
with what indignation would 'you tueh-e the Olame1ds 
prttence? Let this then convince you of the jufiice of 
the fentt'rtee that fhaJl at laft be pronounced by Ollr Su
preme Ms~r upon all fuch: - u Can ye the unprofit:1hl~ 
" fervant into un~r dnkner~ \\-!~e.-e the~ filaJI be \veeping 
" and \\-ailing, and gna1hing nf teeth." But tl.! worft of it 
is, this excure~ weak ~ it is .. i~' rj!)t tnle; tc~~) thofe 'A-ho 
are not pM)fitabje~ muft ~ hu(, :ul to other:;. Drunkards, 
f~~ pro~ane and !afcivic.Lsjefiers, and tlat: whole tribe 
of thofe who pretend to do tmn to none but themfclves. 
pellute a.RlI corrupt, by tJ: :'ir e~amp'e and influence, aU 
that come \\-ithill their ...... -.'=0: fo that, for the il~~~rd of 
infePLion. thieves and :··OObers are lefs d~ngerous coml-,a-.. 
DIOI1$. 

BUt, fecondly, TI ~ reproof ought to be dirc8ed to ruth 
as 3re further cba.lJ!,.:able with the aCtua! guilt of feducin~ 
Gth~rs. How Inar~y are there who, b~l the contra!)· me· 
thOOs nC flattering iimnuations, or deriGon and inrult~ as 
they e.~pea from d:..! difpofitions of the perfons the one or 
the other ,,-iii be U10ft ftlCcefsful, endeavor to h.lnifh :l 
fcnre of reiigion from the minc!s of others, and gradual1~· 
to involve theln in fin and guilt? This is the immediate 
tend:llC)- of all th~t converfation, \\:Ilich, with a nlalicious 
pleafure, enlarges ltpOn the real or fuppofed mifca:Tiages 
of the peoplt: of GI,~J, and charges every profeffion of reli. 
gion with hypoc!>jy. Ho.v aggravated ~s the guilt of aU 
fitch, and how dreadful will be the punifhmcnt! 1'hey are 
eminent a..Yld faitbful agents for the devil. rrhe works of 
their futher they do. and his reward they fhlU fhare. As 
the ul~ion and mutuallo,-e of the faints in hea\'en \\-ill ill

creafe the happinefs of every particular luember of that 
ble!ft:d fociety; fo we muft fuppole, that the mutual reo 
proaches of the damned and mifer-able fpirits in heH, accu
fing e~ch otller as the authors of their deflnl8-inn, "'ill 
!;reatly Ularpen their anguifll. The fe:.lr of this !cc:u:J to 
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have alarlned the rich man, even in torments, left 11is bre
thren fhould come tA the fanle place. What mull a child, 
for example, ruined by the negleCt of reft-raint, or perni
cious example of a parent, ·think of or fay to the author of 
his mifery ? OIl! ullillercifu) mooRer, and not a parent, 
\vho, inftead of correcting, fported with or encollraged the 
iirft infiances of ilnpiety: \\'ho taught me, by example, to 
profane my Creator's name, and to neg1eCt his fervice ; 
and \vho, though ambitious of making Ole rich arId great 
for a few days in a tranfitory world, hafl contributed to 
bring me to, and fix me fore\1er in this place of torment! 
rrake warning then, I befeech )70U, all of every rank, and 
increafe not your O\\!n condemnation by the guilt of fedu-

• 1 ClOg otLlers. 
In the tllirc] place, wllat hath been {aid upon this fubjeCl: 

will enable you to try tIle puritJT alld fincerity of your out
ward convufation. An inquiry here is of the more con· 
feqtltnCe, tllat \\7e are in great danger of deceiving our .. 
fel veSt btcaui~ both a truly ferious and a worldly motive 
lnay lead to mallY of tb~ tame outward actions. F~or this 
PUrf)ofe Jet Ole a1k you, whether it is the glory of God, 
Rl1d tile good of others, that makes }TOU watchful of your 
conduCt; or a tenclerllefs of your own reputation? This 
111ay be, in a good llleafure, diJcerned by tIle faithful fearch 
and trial of your o\vn hearts; and particularly by obferv
ing, \\~llether tIle injl1ries and repro~.ches of \vicked Ulen 
excite in you a greater refentment of the offence, or com~ 
paffion for tlleir folly. Again, I would afk you, \vhether 
}·OU are equally confcientious in fuell duties as n1ay be 
painful and troub!efome, and may expofe you to the re· 
proach~s alld infults of the ungodly, as in tllofe that illl

lnediately ten(l to your outwarcillonor and credit? I have 
il10\Vll above, that it is necefiary to make your light to 
1hine, b}T tl1e firlt as well as tile iaft. Is then YOllr con
cern equal and impartial to fulfil the duties of your fiation, 
\\,hatever they are, \\~Iletller agreeable or Inortif}lillg to tI1e 
fieth? or are you moll: careful when you will reap the 
greaten prefent reward? By examining into thefe parti. 
cuiars, you may be en.abled to judge of the pudty of your 
illtentio11s. 
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In the Iaft place, fuffer me to improve this fubjetl, l-y 
an earneft exhortation to all who no\v hear me, to ti-le 
praCtice ()f the dllty recommended in the te~t, to " nlake 
" your light thine before men, that th<ty may fee your 
" good \vorks, and glorif}f your Fatller \\"ho is ill bea\'e;l." 
That this may be the Dlore difiinCt an(l effedual, I 11lall 
adclrefs it to three different claffes. 

Firft, To thofe who are the proferred advocates of good 
works. Everyone who hath any experience of, or com
merce witli the world, Dlufl: kno\\', that there is a jet of 
men \vho profefs to Jove and elleem thole difcourfcs only 
that teach and recommend good \vorks; and that ill order 
to fiate a (liftintlion \vhere there ought to be none, be
tween the truths of the glorious gofpell and the doCtrines 
of morality. - J. i11treat all of l'OU to cO!lfider \vllat hath 
been faid of the great extent of viJibJe religion, and it \\-iII 
Ilave a gr~ater telldency to Ilumble you, alld excite )'OU to 
reek the fanetifying grace of God as the fource of true ho
lineis, than to glory in the excellence or perfeetion of 
YOllr moral charaCter. Take heed alto, that you fall Ilot 
into the fhameful inconfifiency too common in the world, 
of being the flrongen pleaders for moral preaching, and 
the leaft tender of moral pracrice. . What a {hame and 
fcandal is it, and how pitiful in the eyes of thofe who un
derftand "'hat true and undefiled religion is, to hear Olle 

who is Ullwilling, lloable or afhamed to \vorfhip Gcrl itl his 
own family, who is but rarely to be feen in the public af
femblies of God's people, who hardly ever gave child or 
fervant a ferious advice, but whom they have often iecn 
guilty of drunkennefs and excefs; to hear, I fay, fuch an 
one rife up as an advocate for morality; to hear him cry
illg out, morality is t::a~ "NI10le of religion; and therefore 
that he cannot endure ruch fluff as cOIlvit1ion ancl 11111ni
liation, converfion or regeneration, flying to, embracing, 
or relyillg upon a S;-·'iour; phrafes which, among too ma· 
ny·, are now going into de{lletuclej whether tIle}' retain 
their. important meaning, I fhallieave to the judgment (·r 
another day. Nay, I am afraid we· might produce man: 
inftances than one, capable of faying, upon he:trill~ a dif~ 
courfe of the lo\'e of God, \' Such things are not !0 L~ l.!~!.. 
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what God hath affigned you, and for there, and thefe 
alone, you are t!) be call~d to an account. Ffhe Jei'S im
portant they are, the duties are the more eafily fulfilled, 
and tIle neglect, in one refpeCl at leaft, (though -I cannot 
fay in all,) more criminal and ifiexcufeable, To conclude, 
Let tIle \\'ife alld pOVv~erflll magifirates~ minifiers, parents, 
ane} heads of families, be dili~ent in difcharging the duties 
incumbent upon them, and join eameft prayer to God, 
that he would arire and effeCtually plead his own caure • 
. l\olen. 
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" derfiood; 'twere pity but miniflers would fatisfy them. 
" fchocs witb preaching plain mora);ty;" as if th,.. love of 
Gocl, whicll is the filnl and fubfiance of the m ,raJ IlW t 

were no part of it at f" To rucb may it no' juftJy be 
'lid, ". Thou that makdl thy boaR of the It I, thl\#l!~:l 
" breaking the law di{bonorell thou God :" T ~t all fuch of 
)~OU, therefore, be exhorted to aft up to their chsraB:er, 
" If thou wilt enter into life, keep the commandOlents." 
But be fure you uD(lerfiand what there ~omnlandments 
are: and then, if }·Oll can maintain before God, who is 
greater than your hearts, that you have kept thefe perfe8Jy 
iA thought, word a;:d deed, you may rell your falvation 
UpOll it; for it not only was, but continues to be a certain 
trtlth, that "the 012n who doth thenl fhall live in thenl." 
But it is greatly to be feared, that this is a fource of life, 
hy f.1r too deep for any of the children of Adanl to draw . 
1t out. 

In the fecond place, I would addrefs this exhortation to 
all \vho ba,fe, or profefs to ha\'e a higll efieem of the doc
trine of Chrift, anti of him crucified. Ex.tremes com
]nOl1ly beget one another; and fo the ill.founded zeal 
\rhich (lefpifers of the gofpel fometimes pretend for good 
\\iorks, nlakes others nate tllemfelves in oppofition to them, 
3tld makes the "ford itfelf to ha\ye an uD~cceptable found. 
But, my brethren, beware of being thus overcome of evil. 
Remember the words of our Saviour, "Let your light fo 
'~lhine before men, that they may fee your good works." 
Hear alfo the apofUe Paul, "t rfhis is a faithful faying, 
'" and thefe things I will that thou affirm confiantly, that 
" they which have believed in God, might be careful to 

. "maintain good \\'orks. " You canIl0t more effeCtually 
bring a reproach on that holy name by which you are cal. 
led, and in which YOll glory, than by being enemies in 
word or in deed to hoIiners and purity of converfation, or 
by not being even apparently and vifibly holy. For 
thollgh you mull: lay your account with the reproach of 
111ell, al1d hatrecl of tIle \vorld in many cafes, \\'0 is pro
nounced againft you, if you do not " love then) that hate 
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" you, and blt:fs th~m that perft!cute you." I.et therefore 
your converlatioil ~ \\"ithout offc:nce. Kegkd not any 
part of your duty in the ii~ht of the world.. 3ntl be the 
nlore \\'atcllful, tll''lt, 011 aCCOUlll of )'our l)ro:~llio,t, tllcy 
\vill be tile more (ljJi~erit in ol)f~r\'il)g, ",Il(! tilt: nlort: ft-,,~~.! 
in cenluring your condna. \VhiUl tht"fcfore yoa n:mcm· 
ber that taitll in C:hriti i~ the only Jourrc of 11c:\V obc(iit·l1ce, 
remember aHo) that faith withou~ works is d\!J.u, lx:ing 
alol1e. 

In the Iaft phce1 I wotJd addrefs this exhortation to al~ 
fuch in this audience as, by their office or liation .. Of wealth 
or c)1ar~iaer, are raif~<.l ilt10ve otllt:rs. \·ou \vill flJfcl}· l'<! 
fenfibIe of the propriety of this exhortation, h Let lot!r 
" ligllt fo thine ht!iore nlen, tIlat they olay fee )'Otlr bOl1J 
"\v·orks." You are place(l in a cOl111)icuous lituatioll, ex
pored to ptlblic \1ie\\', alld }Four influer~ce "'ill be gre~t, 
\\~hether it be profitable or 11urtful. You OUgllt Ilot to 
COUllt your higller fiatioll in life a fa\'or blin(lI)~ llefio\r(:(l 
on you for your pleafure on1y, but a trufl committed t() 

you for which you mull render an impartial account. How' 
1l1ould tllis rel)refs all(l refirain all vc:lill~ gloriolls ofleJl
tation of the tenl porary (liH'erences l1et\\'eell nlaIl a!1.:.1 
nlan, and excite to a diligent il11prO\Tenlent of }:01.1r talf:nts 
againft the coming of your Lord, u'hen the hig-hell fhall b:.! 
upon a level \vitIl tIle lo\v'efi. I Ilope it \\'ill contrihtlte to 
eIlforce tIle exllortatioll, tllat, in t)lis age, the dt:cliniilg 
Rate of religioll IOilllly calls for the afliflance of all to its 
rivival, but particularly for eminent and fllining exam
ples. How hard is it, that when vice and infidelity han! 
fo many advocates ill \vriting and corlverhl.tioll, tllerc 
filould be 10 fe\\'" exertillg tlleJl1fel\7es in tileir itatioll for 
tIle prOn'lotillg of trllth ailtl rigllteoufllefs! And let nOlle 

excufe thelllf~lves for their o\\rn neglect of dut)y, bi' tllrO\\·. 
illg tIle blaine tlpOl1 others, ancl 110lding tlP to ligllt t11\! 
floth or wickcdnels ofthofe who are mort eminently guilty. 
Ltt none fay, ;, Alas, my fphere of ufc:fulnefs is very nar. 
" rOV1, n1y inflllence is \:er)' flnali; but if tl10fe WllO are 
" in more eillinellt fi~ttiorlS, ancl \v'110ft lla~iolls, give tl1t·lll 

"greater \vcight, \\'otllJ btlt e:;ert tiletlllt:l\'es, t!~e efl'ect 
h would b'~ f~'!lifiw!..;." Remember yo~;r ~Lt:0ns are j:.~t 
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Ti;erejare art they iJtfore th~ throl1~ if Gljd., a:l;/ serve I,iul, 
day alld 7lig/it i!l Ilis tt"lJplt.-

M y brethren, hO'wever great a degree of corru ption 
prevails at preJent in the vifible church, the \~ery 

profeffion of every Chtiftian, implies a renunciation of the 
\vorld, and a fixed hOfe of a better {late. Ifis attendallce 
upon tIle ordinances of God on eartli, is in order to fecure 
the poffeffion, and prepare himfe1f for the enjoyment of the 
heavenly inheritance. He confelfeth that he is a firanger 
an(l pilgrim on the eartll; that Ile lives by faith, allc} not 
by fight~ And, therefore, notiling call be more fuitab!e 
to his chara8:er; nothing more conducive to his comfort~ 
than frequent views of the employnlent and happinefs of 
the fpirits of juft men Llade perfea. 

And, furely, this is :l fubjea highly proper for our me
ditation on tIle evelling of a cOlntnunion Sabbatll. In tl1is 
ordinance, you have had the price paid for this glorious 
inheritance ret before you by fymholical reprefentation, 
that your faith in, and hope of the polfeffion of it, might 
be tIle more confirmed. In the inaitution itfeJf, as recorder} 
hy the apofile Paul, you find he conneCts the commemo· 
ration of the fuffel'ings and death of Chrifi:, "'ith his fecond 
appearance in glm'Y, I Cor. xi., 26. ~'Fo,', as often as )"G 
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" eat this hre:ut ard drink this cup"ye do fhew the Lord"s 
~, li~-at!l till lIe COllle. " Na·~·, our Lorei llinlfelf feems to 

• 
h:\\-c Ila(l hi!; Ileart al1d llis tllOlights ill heaven, ,rhen he 
left this melnorial ofilis pre!ellce 011 eart)l, as apilcars from 
1\·iatth. xx\-i. 29. ,- B\lt I t,y u~to J~O\l, I \\?ill not (lrink 
,. henc:eforth of tilis fruit of the vine, until that day when 
" I drink it llew ,vith YOll ill my Fatiler~s kil1)!(lom." 
Anll, indeed, we have his own example in this firft com
nltlllion, \\-jlerein lIe himleJf ",-as the aclminifirator, for 
folluwillg or concllt(ling it \\-itll a mellitation on tile he:l
'·CIIJ}F happillefs; for before he rofe fi-o:n it, he hegins hi~ 
excellent conlolatory difcourle in this manner, John xiv; 
I, 2. "L:t not you,- heart be troubl~d; ye believe in God~ 
,~ believe alfo ill me. III nly Fatller's hOllfe are many 
" maniions; if it were not fo, I w~:)Uld have told you: I 
" go to prepare a plilce for YOlI." 

It is true, il1lleetl .. lny l)retllren, our kno\\rled~e of the 
future glory of the h"lints, i:; at prefent, enremd.v imper
f~a, and nlllft be fOJ for , .. ,ife reafol1s, \\lhile \\!e contilltle 
in tIle bod}". There are, ho\ve\:er, feveral different 'vieVt1s 
of it given in the word of God, highly worthy of our at
telltioll. Anlongfl otIlers, tllis ill Ollr text, tllat they are 
btjorc the throllc q/ God, and seriJ~ him day and flight in 
his templc. 1"hat thefe words are to be underfiood of 
tIle faillts in lleaven, and not of allY gloriollS periotl of 
the chllrcll on earth, or, if of tllis lafi, 111allifeilly in al1ufion 
to tile foriller, I tl1itlk is plain, botil fronl \vl1at goes bt!-
.fore, ancl \\'hat follo",/s tlleln; 'llhicll I fIlall read ill COI1-

nex ion, as aU the explication of the text that is neceflalT, 
f'rol11 verfe 13. "Allc:l Olle of the eltlers anf\\Tered, fayiTlg 
"e. llnto me, \\'11at art! t}1ere \,,·llich are arra}~ed in \\/hite 
" robes? anti \\ll1el1c·e cal11e tIle}"? and I {aid llTlto him! 
" Sir, tilOU kll0\vefi. Antl 11e {aid to n1e, tl1efe are tlley 
" \\J·11icll catTle out 'Of great trii)ulatio11, an(l have \Vaflltd 
'\ tlleir robes, a11u ma(le tllem \\:llite in the blood of t12e 

,'~ Lamb. Therefore are they before the tln'one n.f God, 
" ',ond serve him day lInd lIight in his temple; and he that 
'~fittetll on tl1e thro~lle fl'lal1 (I,vell anl()11g then1; they 
" {hall llunger 110 1110re, 11eitller tilirfl a11Y more; neitller 
y Ih~\ll the fun light on them, nor any heat; for the LaPlb, 



., "l11ich is in tl1e mi(lfi of the throne, fllal1 f~c(l t!lem, ~'1t1 
U {hall lead th\!Ol unto Jiving fountains of watrfs; ;i.,.d 
u God fhall wipe away ali tears from their eyes.~' 

'\~hat I propofe: from this pai1a~, at pref~nt, is, throuJ!h 
di~·ine afliftance, to illutlr3te a little to }·Ol)~ the hallpilll-1S 
of the taints in pc!Tpetual communion wi:h God in his 
temple a~~'Je; and then to make fome imprO\-ement ot th~ 
'ubject, for your inll.'ut-lion and direCliull while you COll-

1 inue here belo\v. 

I. In i:he firn place, then, I am to iHufirate a iittle to 
you the happinefs of the faints in perpetual commnnio:l 
lvith God ill llis tellll)]e abo\'e. Ani), here, obt~r\·e, t!l~lt 
though I have raid perpetual communion with Goel, and 
did mean it of his ilnmediate \\'orfllio antI fer\'ice, I (lid 

& 

not intel1() to affcrt, that the)'" are at no tir:\e eOlploy-ei.1 in 
a different manner, or in \vork \vhich nlay be cal)ed b~l a 
difl~rent name. '''hat variety of exercifes may be pro. 
\~i(led for tlleir not)le an(l vigorolls faculties, in the nature 
or \vorks of Goo J we cannot pretend to kno\\'. As the 
-angels are called " minitiril1g Jpirits, fellt forth to minifler 
" to them \vho are heirs of falvation ;" fo \\-e kno\v not 
how far he may blefs and dignify his faints, by employ
ing them in the adminiftration of fome part of his exten
five dominion. But it is iurely juft to can their commu
nion with God in his worfhip perpetual, beth becaufe of 
their frequent actual apl1lictltion to it, and becaufe of tllat 
confiallt arloration of foul "rhiel) \\'e mllfi fuppo1e \\-ill 3C
com pany either an invefiigation of the nature alld \\:orks, 
or all execution of the \\I"ill of God- It is alfo \veil \\9a r • 

ranted by tIle exprellioll in tIle text, 011tf seJ'~f,~ lJi III dt7V 

and night in his temple. No\\', in order to illuflrate th~ 
\\10rfllip of the fairlts in heaven, \ve Inay conficler it ill t\\-O 
difftrent lights: Firfl,.As it is illurJzal alld spirit:t.71.
Secondly, As it is external alld s(nsible. 

Firfi:, Let us confiller the happinefs of the faints, in that 
part of their celeflial worfhip, which is internal and fpi
ritual; and, in general, we mull frequently recal to our 
millcls the inlperfeCtion of ott .. prefellt dilcoveries, all(1 
remember, that "eye hath not teen, nor ear heard, nor 
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'l hath it entered into the heart of man to cOl1c fOa:ive w}ta: 
., the Lord hath laid up for them that lo\·e him." There 
Dlay, for any thing we know 1 be difcoveries. and by con· 
fequence, aCls of worfhip, and difpofitions of mind cor
refponding to them, totally diflerent in kind from any 
tbing we are nO\\1 capable of, as ,,-ell as h;gher in degree .. 
Of there we muft be abfolutely filent: therefore, all that 
fhall follow upon this fubjea, is founded upon the follow. 
ing remark. that whatever a8.s oi worlhip we h.lve now 
any experience of, and by which we are initiated, fo to 
fpeak, into, and trainee} up for the employment of heaven, 
fnaIl then be perfomled to far greater perfetlion, and with 
infinitely greater joy. 

In order to the lDore diilinCl: confideration of this rub. 
jea, you may obferve, that all the a8s of worfhip, of 
which \\'"e &re now capable, may be re<ll1Cecl til the four 
following kinds: Firft, 1'\& of adoration. Secondly, Of 
gratitude. Ttirdly, Of defire.. And, Fourthly, Of trutl 
and fu\'.ieaion. 

In the firn place, Aas of adoration.. By there, as dif
tingui1hed from the others mentioned, I underftand the 
inlm~liate contemplation of the glorious excellence of the 
di\-ine nature, and the exercife of thofe afl'eflions of foul 
,,"hidl correfpond to it. The nature of God is difcovered, 
an(l his glory exhibited to vie\v, in all his works, and ill 
aU his ways. Anti he is the proper objefl: of the highell 
efteem, the deepeft a<lmiration, and moll ar(lent lo\'e of 
every reafonable creature, for \vhat he is in himfelf, inde. 
pendent of any inttreft th.:.:y may have, cr hope to have 
in his favor. Therefore it is the firft duty and chief end 
of man to give unto the Lord L'te glory that is due unto 
his name. I know this is what worldly men, who live 
in fin, cannot underfiand, and therefore are apt to deride; 
wh!ch is indeed the cafe with refpeCt to all the truths of 
God, confidered in their full extent, and as refiing '.t11On 
their proper foundation; the natural man cannot recei\~e 
tllem. But as it is tIle firfi commandment of tIle law, 
" Thou fhalt worlhip the Lon! thy God, and him only 
" {halt thou ferve;" fo it is the leading and the c3pital 
truth tal1ght and re l)eated in the facred oracles, that all 
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things were made for, th~t ::11 things {haH finally tenJ to; 
and therefore aU intelli~ent creaturt:s oueill, fupremdy, 
l ~ aim at the glory ~f God. 

1'his may be eafily lupported by unprejudiced re:\fon i 

for what can be more jufi than to ha\'e the highdl dit:cnl 
of the higheR excellence, the deepefl adnliration of bOlln(l. 
lefs ant! fJlOt1efs perfeCtion, and a fupre-- l"\·e for \VIlat is 
infinitely amiable. It is \\-holl}' o\\ping l'O t:ie corrllptioll 
of our nature, that \\'e are fo little f~nfib)e of tIle fin of nee 
gleCting this. And, indeed, a lhort and juft defcription 
of our corruption may be given thus; it confifis in I.iethron. 
iug God, and fetting up felf to be honQred, 10"ed, and 
ferved in his room. 

But, my brethren, every real Chrifiian has been re· 
covered to a vie~N of tllis llis firft obligation as a creature ; 
knows, experimentally, what it is, fupremely, to honor 
the living and true God, and hath a peculiar pleafi]re in 
the fur\~ey and celebration of all his perfeCtions. All fue!! 
rejoice ill his (lominion, and feel a fatisfatlion in it, 2S 

infinitely right and fit, that the \ ... ·UI of the Lord fhouJd be 
done. They join, in their manner, on earth, with the 
heavenly hofis, as thus reprefentecl, Rev. xi. 16, Ii. 
" .I\n(l the lour and twenty elclers, \\thich fat before G()d 
'~on their feats t fell upon their faces, and worfhipped 
" God, raying, we give thee thanks, 0 Lord God AI. 
e, might}~, which art, and \\Taft, an(} art to conle, beCallf(! 
" thou haft taken to thee thy great power, and haft reign. 
"ed." Rev. xix. 6. "An(i I heard, as it were, the ,ioice 
" of a great Inultitude, and as the voice of many waters, 
" and as the voice of mighty thunderings, faying, Alleluia; 
" for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth." But how in. 
comparably more perfeCt, antI more joyful, tlleir adorati
on of God, when they are come into his prefence! then 
the veil fhall be drawn afic}e: th:y filall " tee him face to 
face j" they 111all "know, even as they are known." In. 
fieat! of thefe comparatively obfcure hints and intimations, 
which they now have of his glory, then, the whole exten. 
five plan of providence, of which they now fee only a 
fmall detached part, fhall be opened to their view: thel) 
ihaU th'!y fee the overthrow and fubjeCtion of the prid~ 
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an (1 arrogance, al1d tloafieu v,~rdom of man, "\\Thich i:; 
" fOolifl11!C!S v.;itll Goel ;~' anl.! the bltfTed, htiPPY illite, of 
thofe various trials of the people of God, which formerly 
gave them fo many anxious and diUruflful thoughts. But 
WIly do I nlelltion particulars, \vhen all the efit!as of crea· 
ting fLin, dl the fruits of fupporting and pref~rving good~ 
neIs, fila]l be la~li l)efore thenl ? 

AI1Cl is there not lol!.~ lov~r of Chrifi, fa}1iIlg here \\litll
in hilnit:lf, why (10 you not 111ention tIle 111)"!ler), of re
(IClnptioll, "Gocl maniiefled in the flell}:" in tlJis the 
glory of God eminent1y ihines, his unt:qualled, his unri
\7allecl glory. That tllis, as the work of God, (thollgll \Ve 

can hardly keep our own concerns out of view) fhall be 
tile particlllar tlleme of co1efiiallJraiie, is not ta be tloubted, 
anci is eviclent froln h~nce, tllat CIlrifi, as tIle objeCt of 
worfilip, is reprefented, as appearing there like a Lamb 
that 11acl been ilain. 

011ce 1110re, as tl~e cl1urch of God, at prefent, is tIle 
mean of illuflrating his wiiOom to principalities and pow~ 
ers, or to the ange1ic boils, Wllich we learIl £ron1 Epll. iii. 
] o. , .. '1'0 tIle illtellt that, no\v, unto tIle pri11cipalities alld 
" IJo\vers, in hea\!ellly l)Iaces, n'ligllt be kl10\Vll by the 
" cllllrcil tIle nlallifold \\iilclom of Gael ;" fo tIle order antI 
government of thefe fuperior intelligences lhall be opened 
to the view of the faints in glory. In the profpeCl: of all 
this, tbey lhall fay, Rev. xv. 3- "- Great and marvdlous 
.. ~ are thy works, Lord God Almighty; jufi and true are 
" tllY \\'ays, tl101.11\..ing of faints." \\l"itll \vhat eXllltatioll 
,of fOllI, tllell, \vitl1 \vhat fervor of adoring \\ronder, atld (leI. 
Iniring love, filall they celebrate the diville glory! As 
tIley filall be wllolly freed fron1 every c.legree of firlful aIlc} 
ielfifll bias, they {hall feel the clearetl: COllvittion of tIle 
ol11igation of tl1eir dllty, ancl difcharge it by a free Ul1con .. 
ilrained impulle of foul: for'the fame reafon, the p]ea
fure arifillg irOlI\ it will be fo tnuch the Inore pllre uIlcl 
t111111ixecl, tllat it is 110t aimed at on its O\Vll aCC()Ullt, 110r 

pUfcllaie(i l1Y all)' COll11)liallCe tllat llligilt but ieen'l to 11ave 
• a t11ercellary Vle\v·. 

III tIle iecoTlcl l)lace, I.let tlS cotlficler the celefiial wor
Dl i p, as conIiiling ill aCts of gratitude and praife. Arld, 
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here obferve, that though I have confideri'd the clifinter
efied love of ('od, and the humble adoration of his o\vn 
matcl.11efs inherent exc~lj(;'ll\"'e, .is firft both in order and 
dignity, which it ought to be, this does not t"ke a\\"ay, or 
fupercetle a8:s of thankfgiving, but rather lays the jufiefl 
and nobJect: foundatioll for their exercife; becaufe it fub. 
jects the creature to the Creator; keeps its dependance 
and obedience continually in vie\v, and greatly inharlces 
the favors bellowed by fuch a hand, and upon fuch ob
jetls. Gratitude for the goodnefs of God, is ""hat, furely, 
we nlay have fome conception of, even in this flate, in 
which he loads us with his benefits, and in which every 
moment of OUT continuance is a proof and evidence of his 
patience and fcrbearance. The faints efpecially, who 
have learned not only to difcern and confefs the hand that 
fufiains them, but to acknowledge God, as the God of 
their falvation, mull underHand \vhat it is to praife hilTl 
for his lllercies. 

But hOlY much louder rnuft the voice of praife be in 
heaven than in earth? The loercies for which they give 
praife are incomparably greater; fo is alfo the uniformity 
and fecurity of their polfeffion. ~That is the richeR and 
moll: gorgeous attire, the mofi fumptuous and delicate 
fare, \vhich this world can afford, compared with thofe 
rivers of pleafures which are at God's right hand? How 
ilnperfeCl: are all the enjoyments of this fiate, by reafon of 
the fufferings and forrows that are mingled with them? 
We are apt to envy one another through ignorance; but 
the man liveth not on earth, W~10 hath not fome forro\vs 
to allay his profperity, except, perhaps, for a few mo. 
ments, \vhen the mind is ingroffed, and, as it were, intox
icated with fome late acquifition.. Our prefent character is 
rueh as doth not admit of perfeCt happinefs. Here nluft 
be the fire of afBiC1:ion to purge a\\':.y the drofs of fin. 
But, in the world to come; the happinefs of the faints is 
perfe.Ct and unmixed, for the people fuall be all righteous. 
So it is raid, in the words inlmediately following the text; 
" They iliall hunger no more, neither thirll any more, 
" neither fhall the fun light on them, nor any beat. And, 
" Rev. xxi. 3, 4. And I heard a great voice out vf bta. 
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" ven, faying, B~hold, the tabernacle of God is ",:ith men, 
" and he \vill d\vel! ~'ith them, nnd they filal1 be his peo
" pIe, amI God himfelf fhall be .. ,ith them, and be their 
" God: and Gcd filall \vipe a\vay a-ll tears from their 
" eyes; and there {haH he no more death, neither forrow, 
" nor crying, neither fhall there be any more pain; for 
"the former things are paffed away_ " The precariouf. 
nefs of our prefent enjoyments greatly diminifhes their 
value; they are '!pery Ullcertain ill their own nature, and 
our continuance \\-ith thenl is eqtlally fo. But, in bea\?en, 
there fi1alJ be no more death, tIle iIlhabitants fila11 go no 
more out: and their enjoyments fhall be {!lell as can nei
ther waRe nor chang\!. Ho\\t aninlated, then, D1Ufi be 
the praifes of the hirher houfe, efpeciaUy when the reflec. 
tion upon the wretchednefs and precarioufnefs of their 
paft flate mull fo greatly improve their fenfe of the riches 
and fecurity of tht: prefent? Let me fup~f~ a cafe, which, 
indeed, happens every day, though the effeCt of it is not 
fully difcemable by us; fuppofe a poor Chrifiial'l, per
haps, poor in this world, but certainly poor in fpint, who 
hath long 1lruggled with the evils of life, \vho hath pa
tiently er.dured the infulting Iangu~ge and diKlainful eye 
of the proud and profperous, nay, which is far worfe, hath 
been difirefferl with nlany anxious fears concerning his 
o\\rn future Rate; fuch an one, taken from the world, 
how amazing, ho\v blefft:d the change! from an earthly 
cottage, to a throne of glory; from a defpifing world, to 
an approving God; from a frail, difeafed, dying body, to 
everlafting firength, and undecaying beauty! how muft 
his mouth be filled with praifes, when the days of his 
mourning are for ever ended? 

But that which. efpecially ferves to enliven the praifes 
of the faints in llea\'en is, tlleir fenfe of their O\\'n Ull\\"or .. 

thinefs as finners: ·this it is which makes all the gifts of 
God of feven-fold value, they are all of free unolerited 
grace and mercy. Redemption! Redetnption is the 

. theme of the rraifes of heaven, Rev. i. 5- "Unto him that 
" lo\~ed us, alld \\9a{he(1 us from our fillS in his oyin blooo. 
" Rev. v. 9- And they fang a new fong, faying thou art 
,~ worthy to take the book, and to open the feals thereof: 



U for thou \Van flain, and han redeemed us to GCid hy thy 
" blood, out of every kindred, and ton6ue, and people. 
"and nation." Redemption is, at prefent, carelefsly 
Cought after and coldly acknowledged; but then fhall they 
know the guilt they nave contraCted, the hdl they ha\'e 
efcaped, the gldrv whkh tbey polftJs, and the price at 
which it was bc:.ught. Oh, my bret~lren! how Hght a 
fenfe of the evil of fin has the moit )lllmb:ed penitent 110~-, 
conlpare(l to \vhat he nlal1 have in heavell! hOlY ]:Jilt a 
fenfe of the mifery of the impenitent, compared to what 
he fhall ha\ge after he has heard their fentellce pronounced 
by the judge, and feen thenl go away into e\erlalling pu. 
niOnnent! how fin all a value dces he put upt'n the gift of 
God, eternal life, till he tafie of it! and ho\v \\"cak is his 
love to God in Cilrifl, whilfi it is onl\F kindled ~y faith, 
compared to what it 1hall be, \\"hen he fees the l...3mb flain 
from tile fOllooation of the \vorld! 

In the third place, Let us confider the celeftial worfhip, 
as confining in atls of defire. Pl'Jlere is mllch of this in 
the difpofition of the people of God on earth, they fay with 
the prophet Ifaiah, ch. xxvi. 8. "The defire ot' our 10ul 
" is to t!l}· name, and to the relnembrance of thee. " And 
as every agreeable objecl: is tIle nlore defired, tIle more it 
is knG\\-~n; fo the clear difcovery that is m:lde in hea\"{'n, 
of tIle glory and excellence of God, antI the deJiglltful 
COllllnunications of his love, mull: nill increafe otlr defire 
of further and further degrees of it; and there is a fu]ne(" 
both in the divine n3.ture and benignity" that can never 
be exhaufied: Eatthly thintis, indeed, to whicb we oft.:!o, 
through ignorance, affix an erroneous and esc{ flive \'all1~, 
the !n!.'re tlley are knO\VD, are Clfien the lefs efieemed; 
but this can never take place where dle objetl cannot be 
efieelned in proportion to its u'orth, becallfe i!s \rorth ("~n 
never be c\lmplete1y d ifcove red. Perhars it nlay be 
t!lougllt improller to i11clllde uefire amollg the &laS of cele
Rial wor1hip, "s there the happy fouls fhall be fo fully gra.
tified, in e,'ery hol)-- inclination) as to lea\-c no )'OOlll for 
any further demand. But we mull confider that therl! 
flllll be room for an e\~erh\fiing r:·ogrefih·e improvement 
tr) e';ery finite c.rcJ.ture; and the gradual enlargem.ent of. 

• 
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their caplcity fhall make way for thefe further communi .. 
cations of di ville love. 

There Ihall, indeed, be no ruch defire, as implies any 
anxious or impatient craving. 1'his is, ordinarily, pro
duced by doubt, or diniculty of fuppJy, which can have no 
place Ilcre; but there may, neverthc::lefs, be fuch defire as 
leads to, and prepares for, the continuanc~ or increafe of 
enjoyment. It is natural, indeed, for us, from our pre. 
fent experience, to conceive tllat defire mull ~'eaken or 
leifen with poffeffion, as it is chiefly kept up hy variety 
and nove1ty, a love (\f u,hicl1 leems to be fo ellential to, 
and powerful in the human natul"e'\ To remove this ap. 
preJ1enfion, I obfer\~e tllefc t\\·o things, Firfi, That in tIle 
illfitlity of the divine perfeCtions and works, there is fuf .. 
ficient diverfity to employ and grati~v a finite creature, 
through all eternity; fo that if it pleafe God to continue, 
after the refurreClion, a love of novelty, or any difpofition 
fimilar to it, h~ is well able to provide it with proper ex
ercife. 

But, fecondly, It appears highly probable, that the lo\'e 
of change, fo obfervabJe in human nature, is more owing 
to t11e vallitJl of created enjoyments, thatl any tl1illg ef
ielltial to lIS, as rational fpirits; alld, therefore, \Vhell \ve 
enjO}J tIle fubftance inftead of the fhaclo\v, the C:reator in
ftead of the creature, the caufe being gone, the eHea will 
ceafe of courfe. AI1C1, to c011firlll this, \,~e may obferve, 
that novelty is not an effential qualification of what pleafes 
llS; fi)r habit often creates as 11rollg or ilronger attach
rnellt to ~,r'hat \ve have IOIlg kno\vn, tllan tIle charms of 
Jlc\"clty to \\rhat is 1111tried: enjoyment tllerefore ma~1, in 
fOllle cafes, excite defire. Arlcl if tllis is the cale, fOlne
ti Clles~ on earth, thet·e is all reaioll to tl1ink it \viiI be al
ways fo in heaven. IVlay I not juft add, that we find, 
irOlll our prefellt illlperfeCt experiellce, that a life of hOI)e 
allcl aCtivit)" "'hen there is fllitable encouragemel1t alld 
Jtlccefs, from tilne to tilne, is the mofl agreeable of an)~ 
that Call11e cOllccived.. Ho\v (leliglltful tl1Cll mllfi be hotll 
tIle llabitual allcl aCtllal <1cfires of tile faillts in glor}T, l)Olllt .. 
eel at the \\'orthielt ohjeets, and not only affured ot~ bile 
contld.ntly rewarded with, complete lati~f~aion ! 
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tn the fourth ani, Ian pbce, Let us confider tlle celefiial 
worfilip, as confining in aCts of trufi and fuhjtR!on. I 
join them together, beca~fe tbeyare very much in\'oh·~d 
in, and founuc(l uI,on Ollt allotllcr. .1\11(1 I Ild\ge Inen
tioned them lall, be :aufe tIle iIfue of e\'er)' ft:riolls e~ercife 
of a belie\·er's foul, oi e\l'er)? act of COll1111unioll \\'itll GO!l, 
is ordinarily llis be~"ng brougllt to a con-lpofe<l tflltl, COtTl

placency, and acqu:eJcence in God. as his fatisfying por
tion; and a confecr'ation of llimfelf alld 11is all to (;ltd ill 
obedience and fubmilIion. !ltlllI10\V illfil1it~lv nlore cOln
plete, as well as joyful, nlufi the truft and fubmiffion {If 
the fairlts be in hea\'t!n than or eartll! 11' C\gell llere tlle\'" . 
fay, " Though he nay me, yet will I truil in him. It is 
,. tile Lord, let hirrl do \vhat feemeth Ilinl good;~' .10\V" 

Dluch more reafon have they to put an unlhakcn tn;ft in 
Gocl, when they ha,'e tailed the fruits of Ilis love, ~11d re
ceived the proof of his faithfulnef.~, ill the aCtual pofft:ffion 
of his promifes? as t.he Pfalmift fays, prat ix. 10. "They 
~, that kno\v tIl}' llarne \vill put tlleir trull: in thee." 

ThllS clear difco,'eries of God's nature, and extel1fil:e 
views of his works and ways, mufi efiablifh them in a 
cheerful dependallCt! on llis unchangeable truth. Alld. 
0, \vith \\?hat a readinefs, or rather \vith \\'hat pleafure atld 
alacrity, ,viII tlley re-5gn tllenlfelves to l1is \vii), and cotife
crate then11e!~les to ]l1S fer\)ice! ¥l"Jlere \viiI tllell l)t! no re
mains of the carnal :11ind to refufe obedience, or of all ilTI

patient murilltlring fI>irit, to con1plain ur.tler t!'e }"okc; 
but they will bt: as the angels, his rniuiflers to do his plea. 
fure, ready at his call, and earneHly coveting employment. 
Obedien~e will be their prevailing inclination, aPG the tor
nla} expreffion, an{lten,ler of it, to tlleir God alld RtUeelll . 
.er, \vill be a part of tl1eir aCtllal fer\~ice. 

A11d, IlGW, to conclude tIllS llead, }70U ll,ay ol)fer\~e, tl1at 
I could not avoid, ill iHufh"ating the wodhip of the f~lin!s 
in heaven, frequently to bring in view their habitual frame 
and conllant employment; but I hope this is not altoge. 
ther improper; for there is not, by far, fo great a difft:r. 
ence between their acts of worfhip, and their ordin.lfY 
work, as between ours on earth. rrhey run into one nllO-

.ther and are very much of a fimilar nature; they arc fha· 
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dowed fortl}, but very faintly, in the flate of that man on 
eartll, \\,ho \va]!{s \\'itll Go~l all the da}7 long. As Ilis life 
is 3 confiant courfe, e:the~ of vocal or mental worfhip, fo, 
in a higher degree .. tbey ai"e befort the tbrone of'God, and 
serve him da",v Ql1a nigbt in his temple. 

Let us, now, in the fecond place, confider the worfhip 
of the faints in heaven, as it is external and fenfible. 
That there is fomethin,g even external and fenfible in it, 
lleceffariJy follows from the refurreCl:ion of the body, which 
is fo important a part of the Chrifiian doCtrine: for 
though the bodies with which the faints {hall be clothed 
at the refurreCl:ion, fhall exceedingly diHer from their grofs 
bodies, in fplendor and beauty, and, particularly, {hall fo 
far excel them in purity, as to be termed by the apofile 
Paul I Cor. xv. 44, " Spiritual bodies j" yet, if they be 
body or matter at all, they mun be limited to fome place, 
and have all external and fenfible form. Tile fame thing 
app~ar5 from that beautiful paJfage in the book of Job, ch. 
xix. 25. "For I-know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 
.' he fhall ftand at the la.tter day upon the earth." 

Further, though we are, no doubt, taught~ in fcripture, 
to confider Ileaven more as a nature than a place, }'et tllere 
is e~tldent foundation;from feveral expreffions, to fuppof~ 
that there is fome portion of the works of God fet apart for 
that purpofe~ and adorned with fuch a vifible glory, as is 
proper to affeCt the imaginations of created beings. Thus 
there is mention made of the third heaven, the higheR 
heaven, the heaven of he;l\~ens. See alfo Rev. xxi. I, 2. 

" And I raw a ne\/11eaveu, an(l a new earth; f()r the firft 
"heaven and the firft earth were paned away; and there 
" was no Inore fea; and I John faw the holy city, new 
" Jerufalem, coming down from God out of heaven, pre
" pared as a bride adorned for her hufband." And from 
the 19th verfe of that chapter to the end, it is defcribed 
in ruch terms, as naturally ruggeft to us the greateft glory 
and magllificence. 

This is the temple of God in \vhich his fervants fhall 
ren'e him, in which we may fuppofe the general afiem.bly 
of th~ church of the firfi born meet together, for the joint 
cdcbrall<?ll of their Creator and l\edeemer't praire. But 



as to a more particular account, either of the place or man
ner of the worfnip there performed, it w~re more ;,:~~ :~. to 
form amufing and curious fpeculations, than to fix l':'C':l 
any thing folid and certain. I n this, as indeed in (:\ 't"f)' 

other part of the hea\~enly fiate and empk.)'mcr.t, comp:.
rative refleaions are mon to be depended on.. .And fun". 
Iy, if in this lo\\-er \\90rld, and that part of the cre~:i;jQ 
which is at prefent fubjetleu to our ,-iew, there is to much 
order and beauty, fo much fplendor and nl~gni£cenre1l 
though it be the abode of guilty creatures, under :llanifdl 
tokens of divine difpleafure, ,,:hat nl\111l)C the urac ~olJd,:,1 
lufire and perfeU beauty, of tllat place \vhere tIle ~Iory 
of almighty God is peculiarly difp)ayed, and wbich w;:s 
prepared for the reception of the ohjet.l.s of his fpecial1m:e, 
before the foundation of tl1e \\"orld: If the fe\'er21 fenfes, 
with which we are now endued, are capable of afferdin6 
us fb exquifite a pleafure in their prefent gratificati(\n, not
withfianding their apparent dUvrCer, taow high a~d :~~'i('t
ing a de1ight -1l1a}7 they communicate \\-~hen they are re
fined and purified, fumifhed with their proper objeCts, 
-and freed franl that infatiablenefs, and tender-c}' tc e}:::eis, 
which is the fruit of fin, the e\-idence of ~ corrupted frame, 
and which as a mixtu!c of gall, poifons ev~ry worldly jo:'! 
It is worth obfervation, upon this fubjeCt, that the ha;.pi
nefs of the faints it nlaoy times defcri~ in fcripture, ~y 
their external circunlftances and pofition, fo to ipea.lc, and 
by fenfible gratifications; as by fitting upon thrones, at the 
rigllt hand of God; by a city higllly adorned; by G ri\9cr 
-of water of life; a tree of life, bearing t~\'eh'e mar~ncr cf 
"fruits. And hisfervice is defcribedby the melody of fengs 
-of·praife, and even by infirumental mufic, Rev. xv. 2. 

'where mention is made of the 'h~rps of God. Now, then ~h 
God forbid that we ·fhould underftand thefe e~ prtfficns in 
fuch a manner, as to fuppofe that the enjoyments of the 
·!ilints above have any thing in them refeOibling the grofs. 
nefs of prefent renfual indulgence, yet we may, with fafe. 
ty, conclude, that as the body fhall then join in t~e fer. 
'vice of God, it filall be infirumental in perceivin~ the 
~pleafure of it; and that a fenfe and perception of the 
'beauty and grandeur of that temple of the living GcJ, in 



v.-hich they off~r up their c~lelHal facrifices, Ihall increafe 
ant! ~n:iven tJleir gratitude to, ;and ac.lor.ltiOtlOf him, \yho, 
raiJctl the glorious fabric. 

But ~he extemal circumfiance, which, in my apprehen
Jion. will contri!lute moll to the ddight and happinefs of 
the jaint~ ill their heavenly \\~orfhip, w:Jl be ta'leir union 
and fOcic:ty in it. Alan is e\'i ::Iltly fl":'med for deriving 
his chief happinefs in this flate .rom jbciety. It ne\-er 
l'i!~ al1tl ne"l~r \yill be good for mall to live alone. So
ci:ll worfilip is peculiariy acceptable t\) God, as might be: 
1he\\-n fro:n many paiTlgeS of tcripture, 1\Iath .. xviii. 19. 
20.. u A~in, I tly unto you) that if two .,f you fhall agree 
u on earth.. as touching any thing th~t they ihaU aIk, it 
C~ il!all be d\lne f'Or them of my Father which is in heaven. 
«. For \\·here t\\-\) or three are gathefe(i together in nly 
,; name, there all) I in the nlidii of them." pral. lxxxvii. 
~.. "The Lord lovdh the gates ot· Zion, more than 
u ~l the dwellings of J\c~b .. " And doth not the expe
rience of e\»ery Olle 01'" thofe who )o\~e the habitation of 
("iotl's hOllie, alld the place where hi~ hO!lor u\velleth, 
tdlity what an elevation of foul, and enl&rgelnent of heart, 
they obtain by mingling their voices in his prtlif'e? As 
Uilited fires brigl)ten each others blaze, as 0110Y concord .. 
a:lt founds nlake tIle finer har~llOn\·, 1'0 the Unitln of ma.
ny hearts ill divine worfhip. makes the highe!" fpiritual 
melody, not only more grateful to God, but more delight
ful to themfelves. The pleafu~~e of this is, illdeed, great
iy allayed on earth, hy a mixture of difcurdant noles (to 
continue the former allufion) of enemies with tnends. 
B:lt allow me to make a fuppofition. that all within thefe 
walls, this evening, were perfet.ttly upright with God, and 
that our Inutual fiucerity were perfeaIy known to each 
other, what inexpreffible fervency and rapture of {pint, 
would it give to everyone, in finging the praifes of God 
and of the Lamb, to confider himfdf as joined with fuch a 
nu mber of pure, holy, blcfied, redeemed fouls? But how 
much beyond conception will this be increaftd, when we 
n~~et with the innumerable company of the redeemed 
above, and all our pious fathers, who, many ages ~rore 
this. fCITed our common l\[afier j many, we hope, who 



kept holy days, in this very place, an:.l wh~)!e bo~lit::s now 
lleep in the dun under our teet, an;] aro~lOd us; na~·, 
\Vhell all, from the eal1 al1u fronl tIle \\·t.:il, fila)l b~ (Olll

pletely gathered in, when every heart fh.iH 2gn:e with cv\:· 
J). tongue, and fal,,-ation to tIle Lall}b j)lall l)l! tIle tilli\-t:r

fal, delightful, rtpeated, acclamation? rrhcre art: two 
paffage~ off(-riptur~ whilh fpeak of tb: multitllde, and em .. 
ployment of this glorious comp:t~l}\ which ou~ht~':\·er to 
Ix read ,,"it}lout a J)ol\~ anti (lc)i~l.tf~l r~\·\;;r~nce. l~~\·. ,9. - ~ 

9, IS· "AnJ they f:-\n~~ a ne\\" Jo~-:g, 1:1yil1;~ tllOl. art 
" \\

1tortby to take tile book, :tl1d to 0i"lt'll tile ft:n~s trl\;Tccf: 
" for tilOU \Van n~ill, an~l 11:tft r~(Jeenlt.:\1 us :0 God l1\' tl.v . ~ 

"-blood, out of every kindrell, allcl tOJ1~tle~ al1d rerJP!~' 
" al1d nation; an~l tIle four lkaf!s raid .. \tnt:al. J\:!(l ti1e 
'I fOtlr al1l1 twenty elders fell (lo\\~!1, a~I(1 \\70rfllipprtl lliln 
" that liveth for ever and e\~cr." Rc:t.:·. ,·ii. 9, 12. "After 
&, this, I belleld, and 10, a ~rea.t multitll<le, \\"h:cll no mtiil 

" could nUml1er, of all nations, atlcl killdrt!(ls, and peo1~le, 
" and tongues, Ilood before the throne, aild bei()fe tIle 
.1 Lamb, clothed ,,-ith white robes~ and palms in t:l(;;r 
'i hallds; faying, Anlen, bleffing, and gl()r),', &lIld \\-ili!oln, 
~'and thank(~iving, and Ilonor, an(1 po\\"cr, lnci Illig!lt, 
., be llilto our God, forever anu e\~er. Anlell." 

I proceed, now, to conclude the r~bjea, by rome prac
tical impro\-ement of' \vhat )las beell faid. And can \V'e 

refufe to begin, by praifing God for his unfpeakable :ol'e, 
and matchlefs con(lefcenfion? Tile \\l}lole ,rork of Ollr 

redelnption is \vonderfol; l)ut, ill a particlllar matlner, 
the conclufion of it: that \\'e fllould not only have our 
clothes wafhed in tile blood of the I~lnb, but fhotll(l be 
~fore tk IhriJl1e of God, al1d serv:: him day alld nigbt in 
his umple. At the dedicat:on of the temple of Solomon, 
that wile and pious prince breaks out into an expreflioll 
of holy admiration and afionifhmcnt, and fays, 2 Chron. 
vi. 18. h But will God in very deed J''''ell with nl<:n Oll 

" the eartll? Bellold, Ilea\\~ll, and t!le 11ea\~ell of h~a\·e.ls 
" cannot contain tllce; 110\\1 much lc:-fs this hOll!~ ,,-llicJl I 
" Ilave built :" Hu\\" nlucll greater reafoll ha\'e \\,"f to ':1\', 

" . 
when rc:collt:C'ting c)ur guilt ilud lInwon~line!s, ,. anJ tL.lU 
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" men in very deed (lwell with God in heaven ?', How 
anlazing the difiance! how glorious the dwelling and 
employment! and how mean the invited guefis! J~t 
us take confufion of face to ourfelves, and acknowledge, 
tllat this cannot be accounted for, but by . the propitiation 
and purchafe of the eternal Son of God, as the only foun .. 
dation of our hope. Let us, in the view of every privi. 
lege, renew the exercife 6f faith in him, as giving us a 
title to it; and, on this occafion, particularly, beg of 
him to lead us, by his Spirit, through all the nece[ary 
Heps of previous preparation, and at Iaft receive us into 
his glory. 

In the fecond place, from what has been faid, you may 
fee the importance and benefit of the wor:fhip and fervice 
of God on earth. H this {late is a {late of trial and prepa
ration for that which is to follov.r it, and the wor1hip of 
God is fo great a part of the employment, and fo great a 
fouree cf the happinefs of the faints above, it is plain that 
his worfhip on earth nlufi be of the highefi ufefulnefs. It 
is not only an unquefiionable duty, but it is manifeftly 
neceffary to fit us for, and habituate us to the heavenly 
exercife. It is plain from the \vhole analogy of provi
dence, that a preparation of nature is neceffary for the 
poffeffion and enjoyment of any {late. Vie fee, even in 
natural things, that rowing, and a long time of gradual 
nourifllment, is nece[ary to the firength and confifiency 
of any plant or tree; and that, according to the feed, fo is 
tIle produCtion. rrhis the apoftle \7ery ftrongly applies, 
Gal. vi. 7. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked; for 
" \vhatfoever a man foweth, that iliall he alfo reap."
Thofe that expea to ferve God in his temple above, muft 
be habituated to ferve him in his church on earth. Tllis 
is the feed.tilne; tllen is the harvefi, The houfe of God 
is the pla.~e both of the birth and nourifhment of his peo
ple, 21a!. lxxxvii. 5. "And of Zion it fhall be faid, this 
" and that man was born in her; and the Highefi himfelf 
" f1al1 eflablifll her." 

rherefore fuffer me, my 1)rethren, to reprove the fin, 
and fllOW the danger of thofe, who altogether negleet and 
defpife the wodhip of God. If chance, imitation, curio-
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tity, or a worre motive, has brought to this 3'1dience, any 
who are habitual defpifers of the worfhip of ( 00, I hereby 
aff'ure them, in his name, that, unlefs they change their 
heart and praCtice, in heaven they fuall ne !r dwell, be~ 
c:aufe its employment they do not love. It is both the 
evidence and caufe of the degeneracy of many in this age, 
that they have fallen into a negleCt and contem pt of the 
public worlhip of God; that, in their notions of religion, 
when they form any at al1, they, in a great meafure, leave 
out their duty to their Maker, and confine it only to a 
few of the ordinary offices due from one man to another. 
Experience, indeed, phlnly {hows the weaknefs and fee
blenefs of there virtues that are not enlivened atld anima
ted by piety towards God; and that it is as pollible to up
hold the fuperfiruaure, by taking away the foundation, 
to preferve the vigor and verdure of the branches of a tree, 
by feparating them from the root, as to preferve and it:. 
cure any regularity of condua, without a principle of 
divine life, of vital, {piritual union with God through 
Chrift. But what, in a particular manner) fhows the folly 
of all fuch, is their relation to eternit}". Suppofing tl1eir 
praCtice were every way fit and proper for this world, 
ho\v does it agree \vith the employment of lleaven? Doth 
not confcience tell you, that you have neither right nOt

relifh, nor even capacity for it, and, by nec.effary confe. 
quence, are under a fentence of condemnation, " children 
" of wrath, and heirs of hell ?', for there is no nliddle fiate. 
I befeech you therefore, nay, obtefi: you, in the Inoil: 
f{li('~mn ITlanner, tllat you henceforth honor God in his 
houfe and ordinance~', if you expeCt that ever he fuould 
honor you: and, remember, that this warning, which you 
have received by the wife difpofal of his providence, will 
be an aggravation of your guilt, if you negleCl: and def. 
pife it. 

I cannot help, alfo, upon this occafion, putting you in 
nlind of the negleaed duty of worfhipping God in your 
families. rl'hefe fmal1er focieties, in which the members 
are connected by the firongeft ties, and nand in the near ~ 
ell: and mon endearing re1ations to one another, how pro
per are they for the joint worfhip of God? and how grea~ 
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i~ the fin of nt!t:lecting it? How ('an ~oou C~ pea :lny thing 
tHe, but eitht:r an angry Providen~e~ or hardening and 
j,upityi~g proiFerity~ which is infin!tdy worfe~ unlers 
,~ou f(~I) ~n tlle l1nme of GO(}? \,-Ilereas. h,· millclin~ \'our 
0# • '-' .. 

"oices in his pra:les Oil earth, yeu prepare ycurfehoes fOT 

his l~rvice in hea\'er~. It'allnot ~o throll~h all the e!\cu
fts oflered fot ll)is lle~lea; ~llt \t"O il131J b~ to that n1an, 
\rho is too hufy. too proud, or too modeft, to lVorihip, in 
}-tis f:lmil}r, tht: Killg 0; kin~s, ~11d Lcr{! of lonl~ ,vho 
wade him by his power, and uphoJcls hinl by his provi .. , 
aeTlce. 

In the third p1~ce, Let me improve this fubj~a fer the 
tria) of tllore \,:hof~ flate is more doubtflli. IIo\\"e,·cr many 
op~n enemies there are to religion in there days, it is to 
h~ lamented, that there ate many alto, who continue their 
attendance UPOl' the ordinances t'f God, but in a cold and 
forma! manner, and telling upon the form, without the 
110 wert by themfdves alleep in feturity. Bring your. 
i'elves to tIle tefl, tllen, anti flafier conlcience to difco~er 
tIle t~·uth, 110\\'C,,~er p~inflll and mcrtif}'ing. ]s there 31lY 
t'f you. who has beard of the employment of the faints 
~~llove. as confifling in tile fervice of G<xi, \vho are not 

. t. 

able to conceive the happinefs or delight of ruth work? 
Is tllere all}' alnon~ }'Oll, \\,h!> wealJ~ of tile lervice of God, 
not fro01 \\-eaknefs of bltly, but from a\~erfion of mind, 
'\,·:10, ill1me(liately a!ttr, returll to the \\'orJd, an(l its en
joyments, with e~t6ernds. and lightnd: of mind~ like a 
Otlliock, ",-hell Ile is ]oofe(l frOll) the ~'(\kc ? Suell have gol'd 
I-CarOt} to fufpccl1!It:ir C011tlitioll l all(l to fear, tllit the}t' are 
tl11relie\\'eu ill he,lrt. But, 1 hope~ t}.erc ~re not a fe\,-, 
\'" ho, from tlleir Jle<trt, call tJ1(! Sall\)2111, I' a (It:l!~ht, the 
,~ Itoly of tIle Lonl, 11011orat::le; \rhll l·i:ctlll it d",~ in Goc.l's 

J ~ 

~. COllrts b~tt~r til,ll1 a ti~(;lll:ltlll ; " \ri~o!e !li~I)t:fi joy it is, 
to !la\'e t!lcir llearts car~ti vatt:(l \\-ith his !O\'~, al1ci tlleir af
i~·c.1:io!lS cnl~trt:c{l ill IllS t)r:,i!c; alltl \'.:l~oft! irldifpofitl(\n 

~~ 1 

often to tilis \vo:k, b): l!(,tll or \\'(.·rll!iiilefs of llailltl, is t!leir 
h,·~~at~tl ~rjef. Suc!1.~ 11;~) 1)retilrel1, J1a\·e ;!oc{l reafon to 
Joo!" I()1"\"C1t{1 to tIl,tt ll;lr\l.~r lillie, ,'_'i.ell t!le,~ fllail fer\·c hint 

l . • 

'r il11 UI\\\"caJ ittl "i"tn- ,!tli..i ;"acrit\·,·, i\,.J ".,til be)101tl tIle 
) ~ 

f' · , . - I · · t • f· (' '''}l:,' ~)\ -,9,f:' C';'t~l·t\ll·\l"·:· \,. • -~\'\l't (),,, , ~')l'¥·' ·')nr!' lrO'\'ll • " I... • i 'l '.- \I. • _ t4' \.. .... ,. \ L •• \. at', al " .. -.1; • c \... 



In t]l(' G)UTt!. pbce, I wouM imr·Tc\"e t:.i~ fd:it":: f~'l' 
the eon!3!..lliou or the :lftlit1\:tl. ·rhe 11Op! of ~~or~' i~ !:'e 
tTue and proper fouTee of confulation; whc~hl'r ~'CUT lur. 
ro\\" arilt:s from fuff~r!n~~ or froID fi:l ~ for l~:!\ ,bc:e 'h.lU 
he pcrfc.:5 ftrangers to the happy abodt' ~f the f:linti l.~\.t". 
If you are unde:- the an~iety of w(\rltlJy C:ll't', t;.e ('rrn:~: 
fiou ant1 ttl}fQach of the ungodl}', the attad~s (!If fit:kne:s. 
the g:adual loofc:ning of the pins of this jtt:hlt.~ :~~,rring 
frame; if there: weaken the nrenc~h a.nd Ill .. :- l ::e nld\X!)· 
of your prefent fongs,. antI compel you to nli~ yC"!!r rr.i:ts 
with grows, ~n,enl~r, th~t in a fhort tin~~, thf.'~e cem· 
pb.ints wit! be at an e:t1(1, the harps of GfY..! ", in l'e ~~\'e~l 
)-OU" anti fkilJ to hUlJIc: the''ll. If a. jenr~ nf illt:rrrnt c~r .. 
mption, if grief lor an :.bfent or an .Ul~ly (io-.l .. n.d~~ 
your bands to hang clo\\"n~ e~crt the hOfe ~f ~in.~ m3d~ 
not only ~rft·e.!y h!\ppy, but perfeilly hely) :lud of !~n':"~ 
him day an"i night in his tern ple. 

·fhis leOlc!s me, in the Ian phce, To dircEl ~-~U~ ,~ im. 
pTQ\'e this filhjed fot" :utima.tiug your pr~fent d«:\-(,\tion. 
Nothing is more proper tor this rurpufe, ~h~n the II\'c.+:: 
bt'pc:, or rathtr a:lticipation of the he!\,·enlJ- cmr!oymt;l,. 
u! l~S ovcrl~ome cur pn:fent fio!h, hy ~n~l'! ill~~ In :;i.i:~ 
and hope-, \\"ithin tl'.e ~ai), ;l!ld C011fill-ering J~O\Y \\"e fhl!1 
th~n praite llinl: then there l!!aJl be 110 \\"md~ring th(\ti~ht, 
no coic! heart, no faultering toogtle, no fl3ltgin~ ii)irits • 
. And, as without all qudlion, lome are here rrefent, no: ~ 
te\~, I would charitably hcpe, who 1h:1l! en~er int(\ tin: 
temple of the living God; fo we know not how foon :.!:~. 
(\1' l:S may be rent tor, to lea,·c this \\-orl~i)\1t fallt!,l:if\", :~ 
be above the u:~ of pnf(ut orJina:lces, :uld to j'.)iI'l t!'(" 

inmunenble company about the thro:1e. In ~::~ profJkd 
of this Pta!. c'!tli~. I, 2. "-Let us fing ,:nt\) t~.{" I .or,: ~ 
" new fong, and his prair~ ill the con~r~:.!ati(~1l of :~in:~. 
" T.- J f'" ... 1 .., .. h .., J h" 1 J. ... _. Let 1 I ae reJo!ce III •• llll tnat 'l):\(.e 1111; c:t l:l~ C •• lt-

U "la-en of Zion be j~yful in thc.ir K:n~." . ..\11\\:&1. 
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