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T O THE

Rev. Mr FAMES HERVEY, &c.

$ 1K,

HEN Chrift our Saviour was about to go

to his Father, he told his difciples, If the

world hate you, ye know that it hated me before.
it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love bis own : -but becaufe ye are not of
the world,but I have chofén you cut of the world,.
therefore the world hateth you. 1am perfuaded,.
that by this, he did'not enly intend to forewarn:
the twelve of the offence which that generation.
would take at the ignominy of the crofs, butalfo
to intimate, that the cafe would be the fame in'
all ages ; that his dotrine would meet with greas
refiftance and oppofition,. and that the temper
and charater of his real difciples would be
very different from the fpirit that would gene-
rally prevail in the world. This hath been con-
tinually. verified. in experience. For sas many.

in the higheft ftations, and of higheft repute for
wifdom in the world, did {et themf{elves againft

the gofpel at its firft publication, fo even where.

there is a nominal profeifion of it, there is f{till

an oppofition ta its doétrines, in their {implicity,
Q2



[ v )

and purity, by the world, that is to fay, thofe
who have moft fway in it, who are the moft paf-
fionate admirers of its fathions, and the moft aft
fiduous prefecutors of its honours and pleafures..

It may alfo be obferved, that there is fome--
gimes, perhapseven generally, a fovereignty of
divine providence in the choice of the inftru-
ments employed in ipreading the gofpel. As,.
at firft, twelve illiterate fithermen were chofen ;.
fo, often fince that time, the weakeft and moft
unlikely have been pitclied vpon,; that our faith
wmight not [tand in the wifdom of men, but in the
power of God. Hence it frequently happens,thag
3t is not -only difficult to make men believe the
gofpel, but even to perfuade them: to hear it..
“T’hey are apt to defpife and deride the meflage,
becaufe of the meannefs of the meflenger, or
the homelinefs of the terms in which it is delis
wered. ‘This is particalarly the cafe with the-
prefent age. From a certain love of eafe, and lu- -
xury of mind, they defpifeand tram pleupon all
“inftruétions, which have not fomething pleafing.
and infinuating in their drefs and form.

" You, Sir, are one of thofé happy few, who
tave been willing to confecrate the finefl natural
talents to the fervice of Chrift in the gofpel,’

and are not athamed of his crofs.  You have-
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been able to procure attention upon fome fub-
je&s, from many who would hardly have-given.
it to any other writer. This hath made me ob-
ferve with particular attention, the effe&@ of your
laft performance; Theron and A/pafm, the cha~
rater given to it, and the objeftions raifed a-
aainft it. And I have always found that the
mofit {pecious and plaufible objection, and that.
molt frequently made, againft the deftrine of:
jultification by imputed righteoufnefs, has been
in this cale, as indeed uvfually before, that it
loofens the obligations to pradtice. Thisis what
I have particularly applied myfelf to refute in.
the following effay, becaufe I have rarely ob-
ferved it done diflin@ly, and at full length, in.
any writer.. And I have addrefled it to you, ag
a teftimony of my efteem of your excellent
and ufeful writings, as a public declaration of
my efpoufing the fame fentiments as to the.
germs of our acceptance with God, and my
ambition of contributing fome {mall afliftance
to the fupport of the fame glorious caufe, I
was alfo no {imall inducement to it, that there--
by it might appear to all, :that no external di-
ftinétions, or fmaller differences, ought to be.
any hindrance to a cordial efteem and affetion

among the fincere fervants of our commorn.
Mafter.
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The greateft part of what follows was firft
dlelivered in two fermons ¢ but it is now throwiy.
into the form of an eflay, left the defpifed title

of 2 fermon fhould offend fome, and that it
might the better admit of feveral additions,
both in the boédy of the piece, and in the notes,
which could not have been fo properly deliver-
ed from a pulpit. Somc of thefe regard the-
philofophical principles, which have of late
been publifthed among us, of which I propofe;
- in a fhort time, . 2 much fuller difcuffion, as
there is no way in which the truths of the go-'

fpel are more perverted than by what the apo-
ftle Paul calls Philofophy and vain deceit, and

oppofitions of feience falfly fo called.

‘That your ufeful life may be prolonged, and

that you may have the honour of contributing
more and more to the converfion of finners,

and the edification and comfort of believers,,
is the earnell prayer of,

S IR,

Your moft obedient humble fervant, .

=z .
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G L. L. the works and ways of God have {fomec-

thing in them myfterious, above the compre-

henfion of any finite undcrflanding, And as
this 1s the cafe with his works of creation and pro-
vidence, there is no reafon to expeét it {hould be o-
therwife in the altonifhing method of the redemption
of the world by Jefus Chnift. From this their myfte-
rious nature, or rather from the imperfe® meafure
and degree in which they are revealed to us, they are
admirably fitted for the tnal of our ingenuity, ‘humi-
lity and fubjedtion., ‘They are all of them, whenfe
rioufly and impartially enquired into, holy, juft and
pood ; but at the {fame time, not beyond the cavils

and objeétions of men of prejudiced, perverfe and
corrupt minds.

The apoftle Pazl, in his epiftle to the Romans, a-
mong whom he had never been in perfon, at.great
length. eftablithes the fundamental doétrine of the
gofpel, that finners are juftified by the free grace of
God through the imputed righteoufnefs of a Redee-
mer. ‘To this do&rine men do by nature make the
{lrongeft oppofition, and are, with the outmoft difh-
culty, brought to receive and apply it. 'We may well
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fay of 1t in particular, what the fame apoftle fays of
‘the truths of God in general, that the natural man
doth not receive tFemn *, Tt is therefore highly necef-
fary to prevent or remove, as far as pollible, the ob-
jections that may be brought agaaft 1t by the art or
malice of Satan, who wiil, no doubt, bend the chicef
force of all his engines againit this truth, knowmg
‘that the cordial reception of it is a fure and ef-
fc&ua], and indeed the only fure and cfletual
mean of deftroying his power and influence in the
“heart, Accordingly we find the apoftle, in the 6th
chapter of the above-named epiftle, an. 1t verfe,
‘fuppofes an objection made again{t this doétrine in the
following terms, Hhat fhall we fay ther ? fhall awe
gontinue in fin, that grace may abound ? To which
he anfivers, by rejeting -the confequence with the
outmoft abhorrence, and in the ftrongelt manner af-
‘firming it to be withont any foundation.

From the introducion of this obje&ion by the a-
-poftle, we may either infer, that there were, even in
thefe carly days, fome who branded the do¢trine of
redemption by the free grace of God with this odious
confequence; or that he, by the infpiration ot the
Almighty, did forefee that there fhould arife, in fome
future periods of the Chriftian church, adverfarice
who would attempt to load it'with this imputation ;
or that the dottrine is indeed liable, on a {uperficial
view, to be abufed to this unhappy purpofe, by the
deceitful hearts of men,; who are wedded to their lufls,

¥ .5 Cor iiv 14,
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It is. probable thatall the three obfervations are juft 5.
and the two laft render it a peculiarly proper fibjec
for our attention and confideration at this time, and
m this age.

It is well known, that there are many enemies of
this doftrine, of different charatters, and of different
principles, who all agree in affaulting it with this ob-
jedtion, That it weakens the obligations to holinefs
of life, by making our juftification before God depend
entirely upon the righteoufnefs and. merit of another.
And fo far, T think, we muft join with the adver-
farics of this doétrine, as to lay it down for a prin=-
ciple, That whatever belief or perfuafion, by its na=-
tive and genuine tendency, weakens-the ebligations
to prattice, muft be falfe. And I will alfo aflert, in
oppofition to fome modern infidels; (tho’ fome may.
think that my caufe might avail itfelf of the contrary
opinion) that a man’s inward principle, or the per-
fuafion of his mind, hath a neceflary and unavoidable
snfluence upon his practice *.  So that, if Iam not"

¥ That is to fay, So far as it can be applied to pra&ice, and
fo far as it isreal or prevalent above its oppofite; for there are
many truths of a religious nature which men think they believe
at fometimes, but which yet their corrupt paflions often make
them doubt of ; and thefe doubts are nine parts in ten of thens
lives obfervant tg their minds, as a vindicationof their licen-
tious praltice : in fome fenfe, fuch may be f2id to at in conw
tradiction to their principles; but they are principles either nog
really believed, or, which is the fame thing, not habitually ree
colle@ed ; and none can expe€t that men will act upon a prin=-
¢iple, tho’ once ever 1o firmly belicved, if it be forgotten, op
at the time of action entirely out of view.. R -
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able to fhew that Juftification thro’ the imputed righ~
teoufnefs of Chrift, is fo far from weakning the obli-
gations to holinefs, that, on the contrary, the belief
and reception of it, as 1ts neceffary confequence, mufk
make men greater lovers of purity and holinefs, and
fill them with a greater abhorrence of fin, than any
other perfuafion on the fame {ubje, I am content to
give up the caule.

I hope we may be indulged a candid hearing upon
this fubje&, as experience does not {eem to be unfu-
vourable to the doérine I am eflaying to defend. If
it appeared in fact that its friends, upcn a fair and juft
<omparifon, were more loofe in their pratice than
their adverfaries of any of the oppofite opinions, it
would be a {trong prejudice againft it; or rather, if
zhis were always the cafe, it would be an unqueltion-
able evidence of its falthood. But, doth not the con-
zrary appear upon the very face of the world ? Are not
she perfans who profefs to deny their own nighteouf-
nefs, and hope for juflification thro’ Chrift, ordinarily
the moft tender and fearful of finning themielves, and
she moft faithful and diligent in promoting the refor-
mation of others? And do not all carelefs, profane
and fenfual livers, almoft to a man, profefs themiclves
enemies: to this dolrine ? I could almoft appeal to
any one who hath the leaft cxperience of, or commerce
with the world, whether he would expeét to find, up-
on a {tri¢& fearch and enquiry, the worfhip of God
more conftantly attended, the name of God more re-

gularly called upon in familics, childrea and {ervants
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more carefully inftruced, and more dutifully govera-
ned, a greater frecdom from levity, profanity, un-:
chiaftity, pride, malice, or infincenty of conver{ation,
among(t the friends or encmies of this do&rine ? So-
true is this, that they commonty-have the appellution
of the ftri¢ter fort given them, by which is certainly
underftood, at leaf}, ap-apparent-itri¢tnefs of life and.

MANNErs .

As therefore experience doth -nethinder; or rather:

warrants us to affirm, that thofec who expelt juftifica--
tion by free grace arce, of all others, the moft holy in.

their hives ; I propofe to fhew, that it muft be {o, and.
that this is but the native fruit, and neceflary confe-
quence of their Principles; ‘What has induced me to
this attempt, is not only the calumnies of enemics, bus

the weaknefs or treachery of profeffed friends. Thefe.
laft injure the truth often, in two difterent. ways.

+ I am not ignorant, that it is the ufual refuge of thofe who
are evidently diflolute in their own lives, to alledge, that there
1s indeed an appearance of this, but that it is no more than
appearaace, being all hypocerify. It would be going out of the
way to enter upon alarge refutation of this {lunder. Therefore
acknowledging, that, no doubt, whatever number of hypocrites
there are in the world, and there are too many, they muft herd
among(t, or attach- themfelves to the fociety of. the belt part of
it: I obferve, that the general charge of hypocrify is only
thrown out at a venture, is a judging of the heart, and by the
very {uppofition, contrary to appearances, juftified, for the moft
part, by a fteady perfeverance. Whereas, ufually the whole
merit of thofe who bring the accufation, 1s that of being uni-
formly wicked, and not fo much as profefling what it was

their indifpenfable duty both to have profefled and pracifeds
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Some fpeak in fuch a manner as to confirm and harden
enemics in their oppofition to it ;3 they ufe fuch rafk
and uncautious expreflions, as-do indeed juftify the
objeétion which the apoftle rejeéls with {fuch-abhor~
rence; and, in thie heat of their zeal againit the felf-
righteous legakhilt, feem to {tate themiclves as enemies,
in every refpec, to the law of God, which is holy,
juft and good. ~Others, on the contrary, defend 1t,
in fuch a manner, as to deftroy the doétrine itfelf, and
give {uch interpretations of the word of God, as; if
they were juft, and known to be fo, the objechon
would have never been made, becaufe there would not
have been fo much as an occafion given to it *.

But of all pretended Chriftians, one fort are wor~
thy of the higheft contempt, who, acknowledging the

truth of this do@rine, call it dangerous, and are back-
ward to teach or publifh it, left it fhould be abufed.

Would fuch weak, half-thinking mortals, be wifez
than God ? Hath he publifhed it, and fhall we throw
a veil over it, to remedy the rafhnefs of his proceed-
mg? Do the Scriptures reveal, and are we backward

* I have often thouglit, that there cannot be a ftronger ar-
gument, that the explication commonly given by Calvinifts, of
the paffages of Scripture on this fubject, is juft, than the apoftle’s
fuppofition of an objedtion of this nature arifing from it. For
if the explication of fome others, were fuppofed to be the ob-
vious meaning of the text, and were fubftituted in its room,
as all juft definitions may be without inconvenience,the apoftle’s
words, TWhat fball we fay thén? flell we continue in fin that Qrasa

zay abound? would be quite unnatural and abfued,
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g0 teftify the gofpel of the grace of God? All the
works of God are capable of being abufed ; that this
may be fo likewife the apoflle fuppofes. - It is, how-
ever, not the lefs ufeful orimportant ; only let us en-
-deavour "to vindicate it from the falfe charge of fa-
vouring or encouraging licentioufnefs of life. This
I would willingly do 1n {fuch a manner as to affert
while I defend it; to maintain the do&rine itfelf,
while I fhew not only its innocence, but. its ufefulnefe

in practice.

The words of the infpired apoltle are, God forbid,
pow fhall awe that are dead to fin, live any longer
therein 2 In which he affirms, that the grace of God
abounding in the gofpel, i3 fo far from being an en-
couragement to fin, “that it deftroys the power of fin,
-and removes the inclination-to it, fo far as it prevails.
The language is very {trong, /e that are dead to firz,
-—Jt {eems to put us in mind of the total effeCtual
‘breach of relation between a dead man, and the ob-~
je&s with which he was formerly conneéted in lifes

they are nothing to him, nor he to them; he neither
loves them, needs them, nor ufes them. So, 10 pro-
portion as the grace of God offered thro’ Chrift in
the gofpel is received and applied, {in 1s mortified in
the heart; thus fays the apoltle Pau/ elfewhere, God

forbid that I fhould glery, fave in the crofs of ‘eur
Lord Fefies Chrif}, by awhich the aworld is crucified us=
tome, and I unito the world *. 'This,which is indeed

the language of the Scripture throughout, is not meres

B
f Gﬂln Vii I4|

>

-
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Iy denying the accufation, but eftablifhing the contrary
truth, the influence of this dollrine upon purity of
heart and life, which we find the apoftle alfo aflert-
ing in the middle of his realoning upon thc pont,
Do ave thesn make veid the law through faith? Gad

fordid; yea,-we eftablifly the law t.

In the profecution of this {ubjedt, 1t will be necef-
favy, firlt, ina few. words, to {tate that doctrine again(t
which .the objeion is made. It may be dclivered in
Scripture-language thus, That all have finned, and
come [hort of the glory-of Goed.—That every mouth
onuft be flopped, and all:the world become guilty bs-
fore God —Therefore by the deeds of the law, there
fhall be no flef guftified in bis fight.—But awe are
suftified freely by his grace, thro the redemption that
is in Chrift Jefus :—IWhom God bath fet forth as a
propitiation, thro’ faith in his blood, to declare his
righteoufnefs for the remiffiorn of Sins that are paf?,
through the forbearance of God.—Where is boafling
then 2 It is excluded. By wbhat law ? of aworks?
Nay, but by the law of faith. Thercfore we coit-
clude, that a man is juftified by faith, awithout the
deeds of the law.—Moreover, the law entred, that
the offence might abound; but where fin abounded,
grace did much more abound ; that as Jin bath reigned
anto death, even f[o might grace reign through righ-
teoufiefls unto eternal life; by Jefus Chrifi ous
Lord.

+ Rom. i, 31,
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The doétrine afferted in the above and other paf-
fapes of {cripture may be thus paraphrafed: that eve-
ry intelligent creature is under an unchangeable and
unalicnable obligation, perfectly to obey. the - whole
law of God ; that all men proceeding from Adam.by.
ordinary gencration, are the children of polluted pa-
xents, alienated in heart from God, wanfgreflors of.
his holy law, inexcufable in this tranfgrefiion, .and
therefore expofed to the drcadful confequences of his
difpleafure ; thavitwas not agreeable to the diftates of.
his wifdom, holinefs and juflice; to forgive their fins
without an atonement or fatsfuétion ; and therefore b
raifed up for them'a Saviour, Jefus Chrilt, who, as
the fecond Adam, perfely fulfilled the whole law,
and offered himiclf up a facrifice upon the crofs intheir
ftead : -that this his righteoufncfs is imputed to themy;
as ‘the fole foundation of their juftification in the fight
of a holy God, and their reception into his favour ¢
that the mean of their being mnterefted in this falva-
tion, .is-a déep humiliation of mind, confeflion of
guilt and wretchednefs, denial of themfclves, and: ae-
ceptance of pardon and peace.through Chrift Jefus,
which they neither have contributed to the procuring,
nor can contribute to the continuance of, by their own
merit 3 but expeé the renovation of their natures, to
be inclined and enabled to keep the commandments of™
God, as the work of the Spirit, and a part of the purw-
¢hale of their Redecemer *,

D2

*"The intelligent reader will probably perceive, t' at T have
expretled thé above doQtrine in fuch gencralterms; as not di~
&indily to tke 2 part in the differcnces that are to be foundae
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This fhort account of the docrine of the mputa-
aion of Chrift’s righteoufnefs will be further illultra~
ted and explained in the progrefs of this difcourfe, in-
1ended to thew, that in thofe who do cordially embrace-
1, the obligations to holinefs are not weakned, bue
ftrengthned and confirmed. For-this purpofe be plea-.
fed to attend to the following obfervations ; in all of
which I defire it may be remembred, even where not.
cxprefly mentioned, an oppofition is intended between
the principles and views of a believer in Chrift, who- °
refls his hope on his imputed righteoufnefs, and thofe.
who a& on any contrary principle.

In the firft place, he who expe&@s juftification by the,

smputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, hath the cleareft and
flrongeft convition of the obligation of the holy law:
©of God upon every reafonable creature, and of its ex--

gent and purity.  ‘This will appear very evidently, if
we confider what it is that brings any perfen to a bes

smong fome autlors, as to the way of explaining it;.and partica--
Yarly as to the nature-of faith. The reafon of my doing fo is, that:
¥ would willingly rather réconcile than widen thefe differences ;.
and becanfc it is my firm perfuafion, that however fome think
atjultelt, or wifell, or fafeft, to cxprefs ‘themfelves one ways.
and fome another, yet all who have a deep and real conviétion, .
zhat they are by mature in 2 loft ftate, and-under the wrath of"~
God, and that thereis no falvation in any other but in Chrift;

are, if they underftoo® one another, at bottom, or at leaft in-
zll things any way material, entirely of the fame opinion. Ae-

cordingly the reader will, I hope, find that the reafoning in the.

following pages may ealily be applicd by them all without. exe
GepLic A



IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. 17,

lief or relith of this do&rine. It mult be a fenfe of
(in, and fear of deferved wrath, Let usfearch out
the caufe by tracing the effe@ts. Whence arifes the
fear of wrath, or apprehenfion of God’s difpleafure ?

Only from a conviétion of guilt. And what can pro-
duce a conviction of guilt, buta fenfe of obligation 2
This is manifeftly the dodirine of {cripture, which.
teaches us, that &y rhe law is the knowledge of firr—

and that the Jaw is a fchoddmafler tobring us to Ghrifl..
Thofe who have none at all, or avery imperfeét fenfe.

of the obligation of the divine law, will never have the
lealt efteem of the rightcoufnefs of Chrift, which a-
tones for their tranfgreflion of jr; it muftappear to-
them to be foolifhnefs 1 whereas thofe who have a
firong conviction of the juflice of the demand of the

law; both efteem and ufe the - plea of their Saviour's
merit. Such alfo have a. ﬁrong {enfe of the extentand:
purity of the law of God, as wellas 1ts obligation in-
seneral. Whilft others confider nothing as fin, but the_
groffe(t and moft nordrions crimes, they are deeply’
fenfible of the alienation of their hearts from God,.
whom they are bound fupremely to love, and to whofe
glory they are obliged to be haEituaHy. and univerfal--
Iy {ubfervient.

This conviftion of the obligation of the divine law,.
{v effentially connected with, or rather fo neceflarily:
previous to,an acceptance of the imputed rightecoufnefs -
of Chrilt, 1s evidently founded upon the relation of
man to God, as a creature to his Creator. This rela-

tion then continues, and. muft continue, unchangeable;
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therefore the obligation founded upon it muft be un-
alienable; and all thofe who have once been fenfibie
of it, muft continue to be {0, unlefs we {uppofé them
blinded to the knowledge of Geod as Creator, by the
difcovery of his mercy in Chnft the Redeemer:  but
this is abfurd ; for the fubfequent relation of a finner
to God, as forgiven and reconciled through Chrift,
never can take away, nay, never can alter his natural
relation as a creature, nor the obligation founded upon

it ; neither can it be conceived as confiftent with the
perfections of God, to abatec the demands of his law,

that is to fay, a perfect conformity to his holy will ¥

* Since mention has been made of perfe&t conformity to the
will of God, or perfet obedience to his law, asthé duty of inan,
which is indeed the foondation of this whole doétrine, 1 think
it neceflary to obferve, that fome deny this to be properly re-
quired of man, as his duty in the prefent fallen flate, bec.afe he
is not able to perform it. But fuch do not feem to attend cither
to the meaning of perfeét obedicnce, or to the nature or caufe of
this inability. Perfe&@ obedience is obedience by any creature,
to the outmoft extent of his natural powers. Even in a ftate of
innocence, the holy difpofitions of Adam would not have been
equal in flrength.and a&ivity to thofe of creatures of an higher
rank : but furcly to love God, who is infinitely amiable, with all
the heart, and above all,” to confecrate all his powers and facul-
ties, without exception, and without intermiffion, to God’s fci*
vice, muft be undcniably the duty of every intelligent creature,
~ And what fort of insbility are-we under.to pay this ? Our natu-
ral facultics are furcly as fit for the fervice of God as for any
baler purpofc: the inability is only moral,  and lyes wholly in
the averfion of our hearts from fuch employment. Does this
then take away the guile? muft God relax his law becaufe we
are not willing to obey it? Confult even modern philofophers ;
amd fuch of them as allow there is any fuch thing as vice, will
sell you, that it lyes.in evil or mifplaced affedtions,. Will then
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F.very the lealt deviation from it, by tranfyrefion, or
nepledt of duty, rauft flill be evil in itfelf, and muft
{till be {een, and eflteecmed to be. {o by the God of
truth, who cannot lic.  Now, 1s there any thing in
the gofpel that hath the leaft tendency to leflen the
{enfe of this obligation, after it hath been once difco-
vered ? Very far from it: on the contrary, all that
Chrift hath done for the {alvation of finners, asits im-
mediate confequence, magnifies the law, and makes
at honourable.

Perhaps it may be thought, that the releafing a {in-
ner from the {anétion of the law, or the punifhment
incurred, by pardon purchafed and beftowed, has this
effect : and here itis, to be fure, that men, by their

partial views,are apt to {uppole the objettion lyes, But
let us only refie@, that the obligation to duty and obe-
dicnce to the Creater hath been {cen by a belicver In
the {trongeft {ight, and muft continue to be {enfible.
Will he then be induced to a&t in the face of a per-

ceived obligation, by an inftance of unfpeakable mer-
cy ? Is thisreafonable to {uppofe ? or rather, is it not
felf-contradi@ory and abfurd ? Itis {o far from being
true, that this mercy difpofes to obedience, as a pecu-

that which 13ill in itfelf excuﬁ: its fruits in any degree from
guilt or blame? The truth is, notwithftanding the loud charge

of licentioufnefs upon the truths of the gofpel, thereis no other
{yltem that ever I perufed which preferves the obligation of the
law of God in its ftrength: the moft part of them, when
throughly examined, juft amount to this, that men are bound,
and that it is RIGHT and MEET and FIT that they fhou‘ld
®c as good and holy as they themfelves incline.
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1iar and additional motive, as I -fhall afterwards fhew

more fully in its proper place. Inthe mean time, it
1s {elf evident, that it can be no hindrance. What

Jdeads us into error in this matter 1s what happens
dometimes in human affairs. In a human government
“mercy, or a promife of impunity for paft crimes, may
.enable, ‘tho’, even in that cafe, .not incline a rebellious
traitor te renew his wickednefs. But this is a moft

anjuft and partial view of the cafe, in which the very
circum{tance is wanting upon which the chief ftrefs
.ought to be laid: forhuman laws reach only outward
-a&ions, becaufec human knowledge is {o imperfect, that
it cannot difcover the difpofition of the heart : and as
-all profeflions are not fincere, {o kindnefs is often be-
ftowed on improper objets; and this kindnefs may dif-

cover the impropriety, but not caufe it.

But make the fimilitude compleat, and fece how it
will lead us to determine. Suppefe one who hath been
-1n rebellion, deeply and mwardly convinced of‘ the
“evil of rebellion, and his obligation te fubmiflion ; fup-
-pofe this conviction {o {trong that he confefleth the ju-
{tice of the {entence which condemns him to die, and
this is very confiftent with a defire of ‘life: will a
pardon offered or intimated to {uch a perfon, make hin
-difloyal ¢ 1s this its natural, nay is it its poflible effeét?
If it could be fuppofed to have any fuch confequence
at all, it could only be in this diftant way, that par-
don feems-to leflen the fenfe of a judge’s difpleafure
at the crime.  But even this can have no place here,
becaufe fufficient care is taken to prevent any fuch
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abufe of it, by the fubftitution- and vicartous fufferings:.
of a Mediator,

I'cannot help obferving here, thatr the fimilitude g+
bove ufed will lead us to the difcovery of one great
caufe of "the objection again{t which I am reafoning, .
It.arifés from that corruption of heart;and inward op~
pofition to the law.of 'God in its extent: and purity,..
which is in all men by nature, and continues in all who -
are not renewed in the {pirit of ‘theirminds. As they-
have a {trong tendéncy and'inclination totranfgrefs the -
Iaw where they dare, they-are ready to think; that.the
hopes of impumty muft encourage every one to-a bold
violation of it. And no doubt-this would be:true, if
there could be any real efteem, or:cerdial acceptance
of the gofpel, without a previous-conviction. of the ob-
Hgation of the law, and the guiltand demeric of every’
tranfgreffor$. But{uppofing what is in:truth the cale
with every belitven, that there is a:real and {trong con-
viction of the obligadon of the law of God upon eve--
¥y rational creature; which cannot be. taken away 3.

B3

~ +Butthis-is impoffible.: for tho’ there may be fome fort of
ftar of punihment, occafioned by difplays of divine powersy
where there is no true homiliation of mind,. or genuine cone
vition of fin7: thisis butlike the impatient ftruggles of a chamed
flavs, inftead of the willing fubjection-of a penitent child, There
15 ftill:inralk fuch an inward murmuring againft the fentence, as
that of an vnjuft'and rigorous tyrant, and not-of a righteous .
judge. . Thercfore; tho? fuch.fhould. pretend to.rely on the me.
rits.of Chrift forpardon:and deliverance, it'is plainly not frouny .
their hearts, and therefore neither to the faving of their fouls,.
nor-to the refarmation of their lives,
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then to imagine. that the mercy of God in pardonins,
finners for Chrift’s fake will leflen or weaken the fenfe
of this- obligation, is a moft manifeft contradiion. -
~ On the contrary,. fin muft needs have received a2 mor-
tal blow, the love of-it muft neceflarily have been de=
{troyed, before pardon in this way could be fought ox
obtained : fo that the apolftle might well fay, Ao
SPall ave that are dead to fin live any langer therein ?

&

In the fecond place, he who believes in Chrift, and
expets juftification through his imputed righteoufnefs,
snuft have the deepeft and ftrongeft {enfe.of the evil
of fin in-itfelf, . This 1sin a gaod meafure included
in, or an immediate. confequence of, what has.been
already mentioned.. For the obligation -of the law,
2¢ hinted above, 1s but very imperfet, if we confi-
der it only as founded’ on the power of God, and
the dependence of ‘the creature, and not alfo on. the.

tolnels, jﬁﬂice, and goodnefs of the ldaw itfelf, In.

the firft {fenfe, perhaps, it may be felt by the wicked
in this world, at lealt, we are fure it is felt by devils,

and damned Ipirits in a {eparate-{tate. They know
zhat they muft fufler, becaufe they will not-obey..
But where there is a. compleat fenfe of obligation, it
amplies a belief of the.righteoufnefs of the law, as
well as the power of the Lawgiver, of the cquty,

nay, the excellence of the command; -as: well as . the-
fcverity of the fan&ion. All' fuch not only believe

that God will punith for fin, but that itis moft jult
that he fhould do fo, and that fin has.richly defer--

yed .
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it may therefore feem unneceflary to add any thing?
on this fubje&t more than has been already faid : but.
I have mentioned it by itfelf, becaufe befides that:

fenfe of the oblig_ation and purity of the law of God,-

which muft pave the way to a finner’s acceptance of:
the righteoufnefs of Chrilt, there is a difcovery of*
the evil of fin, and its abominable nature, 1n everys

part of" this ﬁé}ﬂery of godlinefs,- God manifefled in
the Aefby and-the truths foanded upon it 5 fo that-
she more thefe are believed, and the more they are.
attended to and recolleéted, the more muft the belies
yer be determined to hate and abhor every wicked
and falfe way; every new view which he takes of
the gofpel”of‘b his falvation, every a& of truft and.
confidence exerted upon it, muft increafe-his horrour.
of fin, and excite him to fly from 1t..

Let us confider a little what views are prefeated uss
of the evil of fin in the dodrine of Chrift, and of him:
crucified. Here' we f{ee that a holy -and jult God.
would not forgive fin- without an.atonement. What.
a demonftration 13 this of its malignmity, if carefully”
attended to, and kept conftantly-in our eye, as as |
part of our very idca of the Divine Nature! Ther
difficultyin this cafeis our partiallity I our-own caufe ;-
we are unwilling to think fin fo very blame-worthy,
becaufe this is condemning ourfelves : but, let. us
confider what -views an all-wife and impartial God
bath of it, and form ours upon his. And that we.
way not {o much as ence blafphemoufly imagine, that

he alfo 1s partial on his owa fide, lﬁ'-'_r-}l‘-’l_r 1'?111‘31“-?‘3? |
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that he 1s the God of love, and who, by this very.
falvation, hath magnified his love in a manner that
pafleth knowledge. He fhews his {enfe of the evil
of the crime, even whilft he is- contriving, nay, in
the very contnivance of a proper way for the crimi-
mal’s efcape. He is not, fo to fpeak, fetting forth.
the malignity of the offence, in order to juftify the.
{feverity of his own vengeance, - but he is exerting his-
amiable attribute of mercy, and yet here muit the
evil of: fin appear.

Confider, 1n 2 pa;rt'icfrlar manner,. upon.this fubjeét, .
the dignity and glory of the perfon who made this
atonement, The value of the purchale may be {een.
in the greatnefs of the price ; the evil of fin in the
worth of the propitiation. §. For ave are not redeemn=
ed with corruptible things, fuch as filver and gold,
but awith the precious blood of Chrift, ar of a Lamb
wilhout bléemifb and without fpor. It was no lefs a.
per{on than the cternal and: only begotten:Son of ‘God,
who was before: all worlds; the brightnefs of his Fa--
ther’s glory, and thie exprefs inrage: of his perion,
who {uffered: in our ftead: 'Whoever-confiders the
frequent mention in: the facred oracles, . of the glory
and dignity of the perfonof-Chrift; muft be:fatisfied:
that 1t 19 not- without defign ; and none can truly re~
lith or improve thefe truths; but-fuch as thence learn’
the evil of fin, the immenfenefs of that debtwhich:.
required'one of: {o-great; nay, of. infinite: and inexe

hauflible

-
-r

o' v Det. 1 Is-
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“haunftible richcs, to be able to payit. A creature
indeed behoved to fuffer 3 and therefore he became

the fon of man, but intimately umted to the Crea-
tor, God blefled for evermore. It was one of the
firlt and earliclt confeflions of faith, That Jefus Chri&
was the Son of God ; and this belief muft have the
firongeft influence in fhewing us the evil of {in, which
nonc elfc was able to expiate.

In many paflages of fcripture, God’s fending his
own Son-into the world to fave finners, is reprefent-
ed as the ftrongcft proof poffible of his compaflion
and love. 'The ncarnefs of the relation teaches us,
as it were, to fuppofe fome relutance in beftowing
him; in allufion to which there is a fine expreflion of
the apoftle Paul, ¥ Hethat [pared not his own Sorn,
but delivered him up for us ally how fhall he not awith.
Fim alfo freely give us all thingsz The very fame thing
fhews, with 'equal clearnefs, his abhorrence of fin.
However {trosgly difpofed to fave finners, he would
have fin to be expiated, tho’ his own Son fhould be
the viGtim: if any thing could have made him dif-
penfe with it, this fhould {urely have had the cffett:
and therefore the condemning of fin {fcems to have
been as much in view, as the falvation of the finner.

Every light in which we can view this {ubjedt, con-.
tributes to fet before us the evil of fin. I thall only
mention further, the greatnefs and {everity of the fuf-

ferings of our Redeemer, as they are reprefented both
G

“ Rom.viii..3 2,
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prophetically, to fhew how much was exacted, and
hiftorically, to fhew what was paid. As the whole of
Lis life was to be a ftate of humiliation and forrow, it
is faid, * As manywere aftonifbed at thee, bis vifage
avas [o marred miore than any man, and his form than
the fons of men. Again, He is defpifed andrejelfed of
gnen, a man of forroivs, and acquainted awith gricf

andawe hid, asitevere, our faces from bim; heawas de-

[fpifed, and we ¢ftecmed hin xot. Oncemore, He was

auounded forour tranfreffions, be was bruifedfor cur
sraiquitics : the chaftiferncut of our peace was upon /.f_fw,
and awith his ffripes e are healed. In the hiftory of
his life in the new teftament, we {fec all this venfied,
in the meanncfs of his birth, and the continued infults
and reproaches thrown upon him during the courfe of
his life. Thercis one remarkable paflage, 7chz vin. 57.
Theu art not yet fifty years old, and baft thou fecn A-
brabam 2 The meaning of this is hardly obvious, un-

lcfs we {fuppolc that his natural beauty and bloom was
fo walted and decayed by forrow, that he {eemed to

{trangcrs near twenty years older than he really was.

" In the clofe of the gofpel, we have an account of the
faft {cenc of his fufferings, in the garden, and on the
crofs. Hewas fore amazed, and very heavy.—His

[oul was exceeding forrowful, even unto death.-—His

[weat was ar it weregreat dropseof blood, falling doavs

to the ground. He was at laft {tretched vpon an ac-
curfed tree, where the pain of a tortur’d body was but

® Ifa, i, 14 L, 3. lidd, 5,
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fmall to the anguifh of an overwhelmed f{pirit, which
conftrained him to utter this heavy complaint, 2y God,
mmy God, avhy haf? thou forfaken me 2 Let the Chrifti-
an fand at the foot of the crofs, and there fee the
evil of fin, which required fo coftly an expiation. Let
him there {ee the holinefs and jultice of God in its pu-
nithment. Let him hear the moft High, f{aying, A~
awake, O fwerd, againfi the man awbho is wy fellow.
And let him thence Icarn, how much f{in is the objeét’.
ef divine deteftation, . |

Hath a believer then a firm perfuafion of all thefé
truths ? Are they the frequent themie of his meditati=-
ons ! And muft ‘they not neceffarily fill” him with an

abhorrence of f 1n, inflame him with'a hatred of i it, and:
excite in him a felf-Iothing on its account ? Thus it
is {aid in the prophetic writings, I They fhall look o
e whom they have picrced, and they [hall mourn
Jor him, as one mourncth for bisenly fon, and fhall
be in bitternefs for hir, as one that is in bitternefs
Jor bis firfi-born.  And muft not a repetition of the.
{fame views {till ftrengthen the impreffion, fo that, as
the apolile Pau/ tells us of himfclf, * The world will?
be crucified unto hint, and be unta the world.

I am {enhble, that thefe things will have no fuch” -
effe& upon the cnemies of the gofpel, .who difbelicve .
them, or upon thofe Chriftians, if they deferve the.

name, who difguic, explain away, or give up the fas
C. 2.

ﬁZCCh- .K.ii- 10, * Ga!' xi' ‘14“'
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tisfaction of Chrift; or even thofe who have a ftrong
iinture of a legal fpirit, and are for contributing fonic-

what toward their acceptance with God, by their own
mcrit, and defective obedience. Such cannot relifh thedfe

fentiments; and therefore it may fecm improper, in rea-
foning againft cnemies, -to-bring them at all in view.
But Ict it be remembred, that however little many be-
Lieve fuch things, they may yet perceive, if they will
attend o it, their natural operation upon thofe whg
do bclicve them.,  And Jet any modern adept in the
{cience of morals fhew in his account of the founda-
tion of morality, and the nature of obligation, any
thing that hath a force or nflucnee equal to this : ory
will the nominal felf-righteous Chriltian, who thinks
Chrift only made up fome little wants which he finds
in himfelf, or that his death had only fome general
expediency in it, ever be equally tender in his prac-
tice, with him who fees fo much of the purity of the
daw of God, and his dcteftation of fin, as-to eftcem
all his own righteoufnefles but as filthy rags, and-
bottoms his hope of acceptance wholly upon the per-
£e& 1ightecufnefs of his Redeemer?

In the third place, He who expeds juftification on-
Iy through the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, has
the moft awful views of the danger of {in. He not
only fces the obligation and purity of the law, but the
feverity of its fan&ion. It is a fear of wrath from
the avenger of blood, that perfuades him to fly to the
city of refuge. And if we compare the fentiments
of others wigh his, cither the gencrality of a carelefs:
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and blinded world, or thofe who a& upon contrary
principles, and a different {yllem from that which we
are now defending, we fhall find, that not one of them

hath fuch apprehenfions of the wrath and vengeance
of God due on the account of fin, as the convinced
finner, who flies to the propitiation of Chnift for deli=
verance and refcue,

I am very {enfible, that many readers will be ready
to challenge this argument as prefled into the fervice; .
and wholly improper upon my {cheme: they will {fup-
pofe, that every believer, in confequence of his faith
in Chrift, is {creened from the penalty of the law, and
fheltered from the {troke of divine juftice ; he is there-
fore no more under this fear; and its being no more 2
motive of a@ion, in the future part of his conduét, is
the very ground of the objeftion I am attempting to
remove. * ‘This 1s no doubt plaufible ; but let 1t be
remembred, in what way-it is that believers are freed
from their apprehenfions of the wrath of God; 1t i3
by their acceptance of his mercy thro’ faith in Chrift,
Before the application of this remedy, they {aw thems
fclves the children of wrath, and heirs of hell 5 and"
they fhllbelieve, that every fin deferves the wrath of
God, both in this life, and that which is to come..
Will they therefore re-incur the danger from which
they have {o latcly efcaped, and of which they had fo
terrible a view ? will they do f{o voluntarily, even
although they know the remedy to be flill at hand, fill.
rcady to be applied, and certainly effe@tual 2 Suppofe
any perfon had been upon the very point of perifhing
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in a violent. and- rapid ftrcam, and faved when his
ftrength was well nigh exhaufted, by the happy inters
vention of a tender-hearted paflenger, would he volun-
tenily plunge himfelf again into the flood, even altho’
he knew his deliverer were ftanding by, ready for his
reliet 2- This fuppofition is quite unnatural; and it is
equally {o, to imagine, that onc.faved from divine
wrath will immediately repeat the provocation, even
whilft he trembles at the thoughts of "the mifcry of
that {tate from which he had been fo lately delivered:

. Let-us only confider the {trong fenfe which a be-
Licver ufually fhews of the danger of others in an un-
converted ftate, from a perfuafion of their being un~
der the wrath-of God. He warns them, intreats them;
piues them, and prays for them. He would not ex-
ehange with any one of them, a prifon for a palace,
oy a {caffold for a throne. How then fhould h&be
fuppofed to follow them in-their prattice, and theres
by to return to their fate 2

But perhaps, here again it will be urged, that this
¥ improper ;3 becaufe, according to the principles of

the affertors of imputed righteoulnefs, a believer, be~
ing oncc in a juftificd {tate, cannot fall from grace ;!
and therefore his fins do not deferve wrath; and he
himfell muft have, from this perfuafion, a ftrong confi-
dence that, be what they will, they.cannot have fuch.
an effet: and accordingly fome have expreily afiirm-
cd, that the futurc fins of the ele&t arc forgiven, as
well as ther paft, at ther converfion 3 nay, {ome,
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that they are juftified from all eternity, that God doth
not fee finin a believer, that his afflictions are not
punifhiments, and other things of the like nature. Now,
tho’ I muft confefs Ilook upon thefe expreflions, and
many more to be found in certain-writers, whatever
slofles they may put upon them, as unguarded and
antifcriptural ; yet, not to enter into the controverfy
at all, I-fuppofe it will be acknowledged by all with-
out exception, that a believer’s fecurity, and the im-
poffibility of his falling from grace, is a fecurity of not
finning, thatis, of not being under the dominion of
{in, as much as, or rather in order to his {ecurity of
deliverance from the wrath of God. His pardon is
fure; but this {ecurity 1s only hypothcetical, becaufe his
faith and -holinu{s are fecured by the promife of God s
fo that, to fuppofe a perfon.to {in.without reftraint,
by mecans of this perfuafion, that his falvation is {e-
cured by his firft acceptance of Chrift, 1s a fuppofition
{cIf-contradiftory. However ftrongly any man may
aflert that a believer’s falvation is {fecure, he will not
fcruple at the fame time to acknowledge, that if {uch
believer thould fin wilfully and habitually, and conti-
nue to do fo, he would be damned ; but he will deny,

that any fuch cafe ever 'did, or ever can pollibly hap-
pen .

* Indeed there can be nothing more unfair, than to takcone
part of a man’s belicf, and thence argue again{t another part, up-
on which the firft is exprefly founded. 1€ I fhould fay, I am
confident I {hall never be drowned in a certain river, becaufe X
am relolved neyer to.crofsit at.all; would it not be abfurd to
tcafon thus; here is a man who hath a perfuafion he wiil never



32 VINDICATION OF

The objetion mull furely appear {trongeft upon the
-principles of thofe who make the nature of faith to
.confift in a belief, that Chrilt died for themfelves in
-particular, or of their own perfonal intereft in him,

and the pardon and Iife which he hath purchafed, there-
“ by making aflurance eflential to 1z,  Yet even thele
will not deny that their faith i1s not always equally
ftrong, and that their affurance is foimetimes interrup-
ted with doubts and fears. Now, whatis the caufe of
thefe doubts, and this urcertainty? is it not always
{fin more dire&ly, or by confequence ? So that {in ren-
ders their faith doubtful, which is the very fame thing
with putting them in fecar concerning their future ftate,
Indced it is not more fure that our Redeemer 1nvites
all weary heavy-laden {inners to caome unto him, that
they may find relt, thanitis that the unnghteous fhall
not tnherit the kingdom of God. So that every in-
{tance of voluntary {in, muft throw back the believer
(at leaft as to his own {entiments) into his former flate,
-till he be again reftored by faith and repentance.

From this I think it evidently appears, that the mo-
tive of the danger of finis not weakned, but hath its
“full force upon thofe who expect juflification by the
imputed righteoufuefs of .Chrift. And, if it 15 not

weakned, it muft be ftrengthned by this perfuafion,
fince, -as 1 have thewn above, nonchave fodcep afenfe

of the obligation of the law, and the evil of fin, and

be drowned in this river; therefore hewill be {urely very head-
tizong and fool-hardy in fording it when it overflows its banks,
which is contrary to the very foundation of my fecurity?
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by confequence none can have {fo great a fear of Its

awful fan€tion. And that this is agreeable to {crip-

ture, might be thown at great length, where the put-

ting their right to the favour of God and cternal life

more and more beyond all doubt and queftion, is re-

commended to believers as an objeét of their care and

diligence. 'Thus fays the apoftle to the Hebrenvs ¥,

And ave defire that every one of you do fhew the fame -
diligence, to the full affurance of hope unte the end.,

And the apoltle Peter, after a long enumeration of the

sraces of the Chrifhan life, fayst, 2V berefore the ra-

1her,brethren, give diligence to make your calling and
eleltion fure.” NWay, the fear of wrath, and of finall y‘
perifhing, is reprefented by the apoftle Paul himfelf,

as one view, at lealt, which habitually influenced his

own condult;.Bur [ keep under my body, and bring

it into fubjeclion, left that by any means,awbhen I have

preached to others, I myfelf fhould be a caft-away.

" In the fourth place, Thofe who expeé juftification
by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chnift, have the high--
cit {enfe of the purity and holinefs of the divine na--

turc;. and thcrefore muft be under an habitual convic~
tion of the neceflity of purity, in order to fit them for
bis prefence and enjoyment. If this doétrine, 1in its
main defign, or by any of its cffenual parts, had a
tendency to reprefent God, (I willnot {ay as delight-
ing in fin, but) as eafy to be pacified towards it, pai-
fing it by with little notice, and punifhing 1t but very

C 3

. % Heb. vi. 11, } 2Pet, i 10, {1 Cor, ix, 27,
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flightly, there might be fome pretence for drawing thie
conclufion complained of fiom it.  For I think it may
be allowed as a maxinr, that-asis the God, {o are his
worfhippers, if they fcrve him in earneft, Whatever
vicws they have of the objeét of their eftecm and woi-
fhip, they will endcavour to form themielves to the
fame charalter. But 1f, onrthe contrary, this-dotrine
preferves the purity of God entire; nay, if it gives us
thll more {trong, awful and ftriking views of 1t it canm
never cencourage {uch as believe it, in the pradtice” of

fie.

But that -this is the cafe with allfuch as believe and
under{tand the dotrine of juflification by the 1mputed
righteoufnefs of Chrift, may be:demonftrated in the
clearc{t manner. It might indeed be. fhewn from a
areat variety of arguments founded upon the media-
vion of Chrift : at prefent I {hall mention bat two, the
propricty of which, and their rclation to the fubjeét
' n hand, every one muft immediately pesceive.  In
the firlt place; That Chrilt behoved to {uffer by divine
appointment for the expiation of fin, is notonly equal
with, but ftronger than, all other evidences of the pu-
rity of God; and his abhorrence of fin. It-is anecvent
of the moft ftritking and aftondhing nature, cvery re-
flexion upon which overwhelms the mind, that the
eternal and only begotten Son of God fhould aflume
2he likenels of finful fleth, and {tand in the room of
finners: even.tho’ the merited punifhment had beer
inflited upon the offenders them{elves, it would not
have been fuch a proof of the purity of God._ Here,
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even whea he is inclined to mercy, its excreife is obe
ftruced tll jullice is fausficd.  Can any one confider
this without. betng deeply convinced, that heis a God

of purer cyes than to bebold iniquily, and with whony
unrighteoufnefs can have-no communion? will any;
after fuch vicws, hope for his favour, while titey re»
tain the love of {in, or expe& todwell in his prefence

while tliey continue ftained . with its pollution ? -

The {ame thing muft alfo carry convincing evidence
with it, that to fuppofe Chrift to have bought an im-
punity to {mners, and procured them a licenfc to ofz.
fend, is felf-contradiétory, and altogether inconfiftent
with the wifdom and -uniformity of the divine govera-
ment ¢ . that he never could hate fin fo much before,
and love 1t after the {ufferings of Chrif¥; that he could
not find it neceflary to punifh it {fo feverely in the
. {urety, and yet afterwards love and bear with it ig

thofe for whom that {furcty fausfied. Not ‘only may
this be clearly eftablifhed by reafon and argument, but
it muft be immediately felt by every one who f{ees the
necellity of the atonement of their Redeemer, They
will'be fo far from taking a liberty to fin, that, on the
contrary, they will te ready to ery outs who can ffard
beforethis boly Lord God* 2 Accordingly we fhall find

* It is a certain-faét, that the-number of perfons under dif-
trefs of mind by perplexing dotibts, or anxious Fears,concerning
their future ftate, is incomparably greater amongft the fricnds
than the enemics of this'dc@rine. By this1 do not at all mean
that cither their doubts are duciful, or their fears defirabe. Such

3. flate ig to be looked uvpomas the fruit of their own weaknefs
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in experience, that nonc are more ready to call ix
queflion the integrity of their own charalter 3 none
more ready to fear the eflets of the fins that cleave to
them, as unfitting them for the divine prefence, than
fuch as truft folely in the merits of Chrilt for their ac-

ceptance with: God.

The fecond thing T propofed to mention in the doc-
trine of Chrift’s mediation, which fhews the purity
of the divine nature, is our continued approach to

God by him as an interceflor and -advocate. It con-
tributes to keep continually upon our minds a {cnfe of
the divine holinefs and purity, and of our own un-
worthinefs, that we are not permitted to approach him
but by the interceflion of another. Such a condutt in
human affairs, properly ferves to fhew digmty and
oreatnefs on the one part, diftance and unworthincs
on the other, The fame condut then in God towards
us, dotlr it not convince us, that he muft be {anétified

of all them that draw pear to him? And, whillt it
makes imputed righteoufnefs the condition, plainly
fhows the neceflity of inherent holinefs, as a qualifica-
tion in our approaches to his throne. Suppofe an
earthly prince were to be addrefled by two different

and imperfecétion, and as a chaftifement from a wife and gracious
God, either more immediately for correting their fins, or for
the trial, illuftration and perfefting of their grace and virtue;
but its being more common among thofe who believe in Chrift’s
imputced righteoufnefs, than others, is a plain proof that this
dotrine doth not naturally tend to infpirc any with an unholy

beldnefs, or a fecure and flgthful prefumption,
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perfons, one who thought he had a title upon bis own
merit to make an immediate application, and another
who could not approach him without one nearly rela-
ted to him, and 1o high favour at court, to procure
his admiflion, and to back his requeft; -which of thefc
would probably be moit refpectful to his {overeign,

and moft follicitous to avoid giving offence by his con=
duct? Surely the latter: and f{o itis always with the

humble, mortified believer, who counts all thirps

but lofs for the excellercy of the knowledge of Chrif?

Fefus ¥,

Tn the fifth place, Thofe who expe& jultification
by the imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be in-
duced to obedience, in the {trongeft manner, by the
liberal and ingenuous motive of gratitude and thank-
fulnefs to God. That it is the native and genuine ex-
prefion of gratitude to God, to live a pure and holy
lifc, T {uppofe will hardly be denied : at leaft, this
the {criptures reprefent as pleafing him, ferving him,
doing his will, honouring him, It is indced extreme-
ly difficult to conceive, how God 'Almighty, and all="
fuflicient, fhould be at all affeted with our condué,
either good or bad : 1t {cems to be improper to fay,
that he can be plealed or difpleafed with our actions,
or that he hath any intereflt at {take. Nothing, to be

{ure, can be more weak and impotent, than the inju-
rics offered, or the affaults made vpon him by created

beings.  As his nature is without variablenefs or fha j
yY

- ® Dhilip. iii. 8,
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dow of turning, {o his happine{s 1s fuch, as can nci-
ther be increafed nor impaired. And yet, in this way,
he him{clf hath taught us to conceive of the matter,
that holinefs is not only an imitation of his charader,
but obedience to his will ; and -its contrary a tranf-
greflion of -his law, Thefc have been the {entiments
of all pations without cxception ; and, after the ut-
.moft eflorts we canmake to cxempt hiny In our minds
from all human paflions or aftections, of joy, anger,
or difpleafure, we cannot hclp confidering it {hll as
proper to {ay, {uch a courfc of life 1s aghrccable, and
fuch another is difplcafing to God, and will proveoke

‘his wrath,

5 not gratitude then a principle of a&ion that wiil
“be powerful and operative ¢ Mankind in general bear

witnels to this as they have agreed in all ages; to
brand ingratitucde with the blackeft mark of infamy,

- and to recken it among the moft atrocious of crimes.

And indeced we find by experience, that it 1s compa-

ratively {tronger, for the moft part, thanthe oppofitc
motives of force or fear. There is a {ort of natural

tendency in man to refift violence, and refufe:fubmif-

fion to authority, whillt they may be won:by favours,
and melted to thankfulnefs and gratitude by kindncfs

and love : at lcaft, this will apply perfeéily to the
prefent cafe, where the bare ontward performance,
‘(which may indeed be the effect of fear) will not be
accepted without the inclination of the will. A {la-
vifh dread both leflens the degree, and debafes the na-
‘ture of that obedience we might cflay to perforna,
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This is an univerfal principle ; and, 1n particular, whilc
the law of God ftands inits force and risour, as a co-
veoant of works, threatning death without hope of
mcrey, againt every tranfgreflion, it begets a defpon-
dent floth, and, at beft, {¢rves only to difcover our {in
and mifery ;- nay, as the apoltle Pauf {trongly and-
juftly reafons, it renders our corrupt affections more

iflamed and violent by reltraint 3 * Nay, 1 bad not
krrowwn fin, but by the law ; for I had knowir luf?, .
except the laaw bad faid, Thou fhalt 1ot covet, &c.
o
But lct us now compleat this argument, by fhew-
11g, that a believer in Chrift is under the {trongelt ob-
lipations, from gratitude, to do the will of God : and:
how many conftderations concur in fhewing this 2 The
unfpeakable greatnefs of the bleflings he recetves, no.
lofs than dchverance from everlafting mifery and an-
gutth, and a right to everlafhng glory and happinefs,
—The wiinite and affeCling condefcenfion of the great
“and glorious Giver, who, in mercy to thofe who could:
pot profit him at all, but, on the contrary, had highly
provoked him, laid help for them upon one who is
mighty to fave.—Thec allonithing mean employed 1n.
this defign, viz. God’s wot fparing even bis own Szu,
but delizering bin.up for us all. Well might the a-
poltle Febnfay *, Gsd SO loved the aworld, that be
gave bis only begstten Son, that avbofocver belicveth in
him fawld not periih, but bhave everlafling life —Bat,.
azove all, the {enfe which he himfelf hath of his mife-
D 2

* Rom. vii, 7. + John 1i, 16, ;



4D VINDICATION OF

vy and wretchednefs. Nothing can be meore dreadfai-
than the apprehen{ions which a convinced finner hati
of his own {tate: what, and how {trong then mult
his fenfe of gratitude be, to him who hath given his
Son, and him who was given bim{clf, for the purchafe
of his pardon? with what earneltnefs will he feck
after, and with what cheerfulhefs will he embrace, e-
very opportunity of teftifying his thankfulnefs 2 will
not the name of his Redeemer be precious,. even as

sintment poured forth; his-laws dehghtful to bim,
and his honour dear ?

It is proper to obferve here, that the fingle view of
whe blefhngs of divine goodaels, which muft have the
Sirongell influcnce in leading us to a grateful refent-
anent of them, is intirely peculiar to fach as exped
Jufhfication thro’ the imputed righteonfnefs of Chrift;

«iz. their beng of free, unmerited grace and mercy.
¥or, tho’there are other clafles of Chrifhans who pre-

gend to difclaim the belief of any merit in man, it
would be no difficult matter to fhew, that there are
mone who do not, by their profefled principles, or
their ufual langnage, fuppofe it, excepting thofe de-
¥cribed' 1n the beginning of this difcourfe.  And fuch
mot only believe his mercy to be unmerited, but that
they have juftly deferved his wrath and indignation,
nay, and that they continually do fo, even in their
beft ftate 5 their pureft and holieft aé’tions‘having fuch
iins attending them, or {uch a mixture and alloy of

wnbolinefs and impurity in them, as, if they were
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weighed 1n the exa@ balance of juftice, would be {uf
ficient to procure ther total rejeftion.

In howftrong a light is this reprefented by the fa-
evcd writers 3 and how powerful does its operationap--
pear to be upon themiclves ? They fcem penetrated
and pofleft with a funfe of the love of Chrill, and of
God 10 him, as having finners for its object. Thus
the apoltic Paul realons y For fearcely for a righteous
mian willone die, yet, peradventure, for a good mas
Jome aould even dare to dic. But God cormendeth
bislove fowards us, in that while ave were yet finners,.
Chrift died for us*. And again, Jf avhen ave avere
enemies, wewere reconciled to God by the dzath of bis
Son +.—What a fenfe of the love of Chrift is difco-
vered by the two following paffages of the fame a-
pollet That Chrif? may dwell inyourbearts by faiths
that ye being rooted and grounded in lyve, tnay be able-
to comprebend withall faints, awbat is the breadth and
bength, and depth, and height ; and to know the love
of Chrifl, which paffeth knowledget. The other isy
If any sman love not the Lord Fefus €brift, let him be-
Anatheme Maranatha § ; than which nothing could
more {trongly exprefs his own fenfe of the obligation..
It deferves notice 2ifo, that the infpired writers do
often reprefent it as one of the ftrongeft arguments
againit fin, that it is a reproach and difhonour brought:
upon our Redeemer and Lord, For rmany avalk, of

*Romv. 7,8 { Rom.v. 10. # Fph,. iii. 17, 18, 1g,
& 1 Cor. xvi, 22,
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wvponne L have told you often, and now toll you ever
wveeping, that they are encinies of the crofs of Chrift *.
Seeing they crucify to themfelves the Sen of God a-
Srefhy and put-bim te an open [hame T

I muft again upon this, as upon a former branch of
the {ubjed,obfcrve, That, no doubt, {fuch arguments as
thefe, will have little or no effe& upon thofe who have
but an imperfeét belief of them, which, itis to be fear-
ed, 1s the cafe withnot a few who gounder the name
of Chriftian. But, is it pot very evident, that they
muoft have the {trongeft imaginable infidence upon all

{nch as are aced by a hvely farth in the doétrine of
redemption ? They muft fce themiclves indcbted to

the undeferved mercy and love of God for favours of
infinite value ; and therefore muft certainly endeavour
to exprefs their gratitude by an-inure confecration of
their lives to their benefa&or’s fervice.

This leads me to obferve in the 6th and laft place,
‘Fhat thofe who expe@ juftification by the impuoted
rightecoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poflelt of a fupreme
or {uperlative love to God, whichis not only the fource
and principle, but the very {um and f{ubftance, nay,
the peorfedtion of holinefs., That thofe who behicvein
and hope to be accepted, and finally faved, thro the

imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft be poflefied of
a fupreme love to God, appears from what hath been
alrcady faid upon the {ubje& of gratitude. Love is

“ Philip. iii, 13, + Heb. vi. 6.
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the moft powerful mean of begetung love. Thus
{fays the apoltle Fohn, e have knowon and belicved
the love that God bath urio us 3 God is love®. And
A litde after, Ve love bine, becaufe be firft loved us t.
The infinite and unipeakable mercies which he hath
beltowed «en us, with all the circumftances attending
them, the means and manner of their conveyance,
which have been hinted at above, muft neceflanly
excite the moft ardent love in return, and every pro-
per expreflion of it. This 1s their immediate and
natural, nay,.this is ther nccellary and unavoidable
cffe&. For the tove of Chrift conflraineth us, ve-
canfe ave thus judge, that if one died for all, ther
eere all dead s and that he died for all, that they
avhich Five fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves,
dut unto him which died for them, and rofe againt.

If any fhall think proper to affert, That favours be-
fowed are not to be-confidered asthe true and formal
caufes of love, but the cxcellence and amiable quaki-
ties of -the object. Thus, for example, fuppoling any
perfon of a character jultly hateful in iddelf, from ca-
price, {elf intereft, or any other finifter motive, to
beftow many fignal favours upon another, the benefi-
ciary might reccive, and delight in the favours, with-
out efteeming, nay, even when he could not efteem,

the giver, If this is confidered as an objection againik
what 1 have jult now faid, and the conclufivenefs of
the argsument to be founded upon it ; 1 offer the two

* 1 John iv. 16. } ¢ Jobm iv. 19, + 2 Cor. v, 14°



A4 VINDICATION OF

following anfwers to it. 1ft, That in the account gi.
ven in feripture of the redemption of the world by

the {ubftitution of a Saviour, and the juftification of
{inners by the imputed rightcoufnefs of Chrift, there
is the brightelt dilplay of all the divine perfeéions,
The almighty power, the unfearchable wifdom, the
boundlefs goodnefs, the inflexible juftice, and invip-
luble truth of God, fhine in this great defign, with u-
nited fplendour. Every attribute, that can in reafon
.claim our veneration and elteem, a5 well as our thanl.
fulnefs and gratitude, is here to be feen. Even thefe
perfections of jullice and mercy (which I will not cali
jarring attributes, as fome too harfhly do, but) which
{feem to reftrain and limit each other in their exercife,
are jointly illuftrated, and {hine more brightly by their
union, than they could have done feparately ; and, ar
the fame time, the purity and holinefs of the Divine
Nature, which is the fum of them all, is deeply im-
preffed upon the mind, So that here is cvery thing
that can produce love ; worth, and excecllence to me-
rit it, love and kindnefs to excite and raife it. From
-this it evidently appears, that he who believes in the
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, muft have a {uper-

fative love of God.

But 2dly, Left it fhould be faid, that many have
not this view of the doérine in queftion, as honour.
able to God, and reprefenting himin an amiable light,
but the contrary ; I obferve, that there muft have been
a difcovery of the gloryof God, as thining in this plan

of {alvatien, to all who cordially embrace it. Nothing
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elfe could induce them to do fo. If its enemies do
not fec this, and therefore fct themielves againft it
this confirms the diffcrent and honourable fentiments
entertained by 1ts friends : fo thateven {uppofing (what
we will never grant) that this view of the amiablenefs
of the Divine Nature, as reprefented in the gofpel,
were not well founded ;3 yet, doubtlefs it is the view
of thofe who count all things but lofs, for the ex-
cellency of the Knowledge of Chrifi *, and glory in
nothing but Ais crofs.

The truth is, notwith{tanding any cavilling objeéti- -
ons that may be raifed againft it, many favours re-
ceived bj ome to whom they are abfolutely neceflary,
and by whom they are infinitely pnzed, muft naturally
and neceflarily produce love. This will be reckoned
a firlt principle, by every unprejudiced mind ; and it
1s always {fuppofed in the holy {criptures, where the
faints are reprefented as under the habitual and power-
ful impreflian of love to God, for his love to them ma-
nifefted in their redemption. Thus {ays the apoltie
Paul, For I am perfuaded, that neither death, nos
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things prefent, nor things to come, nor heighth, nor
depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able to fepa-

rate us from the love of God, which is in Chrift Fe-
Sfus our Lord.

Now, is there any thing more neccflfary to {how,
that thofe who believe and truft in the imputed righe

D3
® Philip. iii. 8.
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tcoulnefs of Chrilt muft be holy in their lives, than
their being under the influence of a {upreme Jove to
God ? Is not this the firft and grcat commandment of
the law, Thou [halt love the Lord thy Ged, with all
thy beart, and awith all thy foul, and avith all thy
wind +'2 Is not this a never-failmg fource of uni-
verfal obedience { as they love God, will they not
Tove their brethren alfo: the very worft of men, be-
caufe they are the creatures of God; and the righte-
ous more efpecially, becaule they are his faints, his
chofen ones ?  can they love God {upremely, and et

voluntarily difpleale him, breaking his commandments,
or refifting his defigns ? We know that love hath a

quite diffcrent cffeé, in every other and inferior n-

{tance, endearing to us every thing related to the
perfon who poflefles our elteem and affeétion: how
ghen can it be fuppofed {o prepolterous in this fingle
<afe, when it is fixed on the grcatelt, and the beft of

' objedts 7

It is a received maxiny, That there can be no true
Yove, where there is not fome likenefs and conformity
of natare and difpofition to the object beloved, and
an endeavour after more. And this is a2 maxim that

will in no cafe hold more infallibly, than in moral fub-
Jefs. It is impoffible that we can love purity, if
ourfelves are impure 3 nay, it is even impoflible that
we can underftand it. Tho’ an unholy perfon may
have a very penctrating genius and capacity, may think

4 Matth, xxu1, 37;
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acutcly, and perhaps reafon juftly upon many, or moft
of the natural attributes of God, he can neither per-~
ceive nor admire his moral exccllence. Inftead of
percelving the glory of God as infinitely holy, he lmtcé,.
and {ets himfelf to oppofe this part of his charatter,.
or to fubftitute fomething quite different in its room *.
Or, if we can fuppofe him able, or from any particu~
lar reafon inclined, to tell the truth, as to what God
is, he can never difcern or feel his glory and beauty

in being fuch. For why, he himfelf is unholy, that
is to fay, in other words, he fupremely loves, and
hath his affections habitually fixed upon fomething
that is not God, fomething that s contrary to God’s
nature, and a breach of his law..

Let us continue to-refle&t a few moments upon this

fubje&, which 1s of great importance, varying a littlc
the light tn which it 1s viewed. Let us confider what
1s meant by a {upreme and f{uperlative love to God,

Thefe words muft have a meaning. Itis not a {u-

-

* This is the true reafon why many fo warmly oppofe God’s
winditive juftice, and that in the face of divers awful examples
of it,” even in the prefent partial and imperfet difpenfation,
'That there arc many marks of God's difpleafure againft fin,
even in that part of his government which is at prefent fube
jefted to our view, and alfo diftint warnings of a {triCter recs
koning to come, I (hould think, might be, to an impartial per-
fon, paft all doubt: and yet, thisis derided and denicd by many,
mercly becaufe they can never think that a perfeétion in the
Divine Nature, for which they have no love or efteem in their
own hearts. All whe love God, then, muft be like him; and
even thofe who will not be what he really is, arc always flrong-

!y inclined, at lealt, to fuppofe him what they themielves are,
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preme love of a certain natare, or perfon, called God,
whom no man hath feen, and of whom we know no
morc but the name. In this cafe the old maxim would
hold, fonoti nulla cupids ; there can be no affeétion, of
cither love or hatred, towards an obje& wholly un-
known. A fupreme love of God thercfore, where it
really hath place in any heart, muft mean the love of
a character in fome mealure undceritood, tho’ not fully
comprehended. In fhort, according to the fcriptures,

it is a {fupreme love of the {fource and pattern of mo-
ral excellence, of a Being of infinite holinels and pu-

rity, with whom evi/ cannot dwell. 1Is not this, in
trath and reality, the love of holinefs itfelf, the {u-
preme love of it? Can we love holinefs then, and

not afpire after it ? can we love 1it, and not endea-
vour to pradtife it? nay, can we loveit, and not pof~

fefs it? can we love holinefs {fupremely, and live in
{in habitually ? it 1s the groflfeft contradiftion, the
moft abfolute impoffibility. There is then a diame-
trical oppofition between the love of God, and the
fervice of fin, To {uppofe them confiftent, wouid
be {uppofing, that the tendency of the heart and af-
feGtions might be oppofite to the courfe of the life,
or fupremely fixed upon two things mutually deltrue-
tive of each other, contrary to which our Saviour juft-
ly affirms, That #o wan can ferve two maflers : for
either he will hate the one, and love the other: or
elfe he will hold to the one, and defpife the other,
Te cannot ferve God and mamman *,

® Matth, vi, 24,
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- Oncc more, Is not the love of God, I mean, the
fipreme love of God, precifely what is meant by holi-
ncfs ! It is not only an ewidence of 1it, not only-a,
fource of it, not only.an important branch, but the
{fum and perfechion of it. For what is {in in the heart,
of which all evil ationsrare but the fruits and expref-
fions, and from which-they derive their malignity and

L

countrariety to the divine will ? is it not the love and
purfuit of inferior -objeéts on their own account, and
giving them~that place in our affections, which is due
enly to God ? All {ins, of whatever kind, may be ea-
fily reduced to this, and fhown to be nothing clfe, but
the alienation and eftrangement of our heart and af-
fe&ions fiom God, to whom alone they are due,which,
in fo far as it prevails, neceflarily occafions a mifap-
plication of every faculty of our minds, and of ‘every
member of our bodies, and thus a rebellion of the
whole man. But whoever loves God above all, and
places his chief happinefs and delight in him, is truly
holy ; not only will be fo, as the effet, but really is

fo, by the pofleflion of this difpofition. In propor-
tion as this love is increaled and {trengthned, his

fanification is carried on 3 and when 1t is compleat
and triumphant, entircly free from the mixture of any

bafer paflion, be is perfeét in holinels,

It may probably octur to fome readers, that this
reafomng will not accord with the accounts given by
many moderns of the nature and foundation of virtue.
Some found 1t upon the prcfent prevailing tendency
of our own difpofitions, and make it point dire@ly and

¥
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immediately at our own bappinefs ; others found it
upon our connexions with our fellow-creatures in this
ftate, and make 1t confift 1n benevolence of heart, and
beneficence in action; others again, who approach
ncarer the truth, but without precifion, {hle it an a&-
ing towards every-objedt, according to reafon, and the
nature of things. Upon any of thefe {chemes, the
.connexion, or rather coincidence, above-alledged, be-
tween the love of God, and virtue, or moral excel-
lence, does not fo clearly appear. This indeed fecems
-to me the great defeé of thefe accounts of the nature
and feundation of virtue, that they L‘:Cep our relation
and obligations to God at a diftance at leaft, and much
out of view, But as this is the firft commandment of
the law which God hathrevealed to man for his obe-
dience, Thou fhalt love the Lord avith all thy beart,
with all thy [flrength, and «with all thy mind; fo,
upon a fair and juft cxamination, the fupreme love of
God will be found the moft confiltcnt and rational ac-

count of the nature of virtue, and the true fource from
which all other virtues, that are not f{purious, muft
take their rife, and from which they derive their force
and obligation : 1t is founded not only upon the rcla-

tion of creatures to their Creator, but upon the inhe-

rent excellence of the Divine Nature. For fuppofing
(what will {carcely be denied) that God may be at all
t..c object of our efteem and love, it 1s plain, that we
ought to have the higheft efteem for the higheft excel-
lence, a {fupreme love for what 1s mnfinitely amiable 3
and if our affeCtions do in any meafure prefer what 1s
lefs to what is more worthy, they muft be, in that
proportion, wrong and mifplaced.
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As to {fome of the phrafes (for they are no more)
which come into repute together, or in fucceflion one
after another, to cxprefs the rife and foundition of
virtue, fuch as a fenfe of beauty, of harmosy, of or+

der and proportion : this is no explication of the mat-

ter at all; it is only transferring the Janguage ufed with:
refpe&t to fenfible objects, to ethics or morality, in

which it muft be underftood figuratively. That there
is Jome analogy between thofe fubje&s and morality,.
may be ealily confefled; but there are few different fub-
je&ts in nature, between which as {trong, or a {ftronger,.
analogy may not be traced. For example, how. eafy
| would 1t be to reduce all notions of morality, nay-
indeed all notions of beauty in painting, or harmony
in mufic, to truth and reality, in oppofition to falfee
‘hood ? Wollaffor’s Religion of Nature Delineated is
an example of this, in which he refolves the morality,,
or immorality, of every aftion, into the truth or falfe-
hood of a propofition. And, whoever réads the book
will, I dare fay, be fenfible, that it is juft as natural
and proper, as a certain noble-author’s rhapfodies upon
beauty and harmony. In fhort, it were eafy toihew,
that none of the accounts given of the nature of virtue,
have any meaning, truth or force in them, but in fo
far as they are founded vpon, or coincident with, that

which 1 have above given from the word of God t.
E 2 ‘

1

b ]

t There is one late writer Daevid Hume, Efq; who, it mufk
be confefled, hath excelled all that went before him in an ex- ]

traordinary account of the nature of virtue I have taken no
notice above of his principles, if they may be called fo, becaufe
I think both him and them worthy of the higheft contempt.;
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boalted wildom of men; or in the words of the
apoftle, That no flefh flronld glory in kis prefence,
‘The reception then which this doétrine ufually micets
with, fhould be o far from remaining as a prejudice
or objeétion againt its truth or utility, that, on the

contrary, it {hould contribute to {atisfy us, that it is
the real dnd genuine do&rine of Chrift, {ince it meets
with the fame fort of oppofition, and from the {ame
quarter, with which this was cncountercd at its firft

publication.

And indeed, befides this exal correfpondence be-

‘tween the event, and what the {cripture gives us
reafon to cxpedt, as to. the reception of the golpel
1 the world, I apprehend 1t ought to be a general

prejudice in favour ofits truth, confidering the ori-
gmnal it claims, - that it doth not carry on it any of
the marks of human wif{dom. It{eems toly Qf T
may f{o fpeak)- quite out of the way of human ima-
gination 2nd contrivance, and is diametrically oppo-
fite, in its whole tendency, to the molt prevailing
human inclination, viz, felf-cfteem, pride, and vain-
~ glory. ‘This indeed is the -true reafon why this
dodtrine 1s {o unacceptable to the world, efpecially
the ambitious part of it, that it is direétly levelled a-
gain{t their corrupt affeCtions. It gives a view of the
holinefs, purity, and juftice of God, which is into-
ferable to all thofe who are not willing to break their
feague with fin and vanity. And when it is truly

complied with, it not only divorces men from theis
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tormer attachment to fin and fenfuality, but will not
lfu‘fﬂar them to glory, cven 1n thcir new charadter.
All who {ubmit unfeignedly to the goipel, both fcel
snd confefs themfelves wholly indebted for forgive-
nefs and acceptance, for their prefent holincls and
their future happinefs, to the frce, unmenited grace
of God. How hard fuch a facrifice 1s, nonc can
conceive who have not fomc acquaintance with vital,
cgperimcntal religion. Now, what 1s the moft na-
cural inference from thus ! Is 1t not, that we have
not the {fmalleft rcafon to fufpeét this doctrine to be
2 cunningly devifed fable, but'may reft affured, that
it is the awifdem and the power of God for falva- |
tion, to every one that belicveth .

This leads me to oblerve, Thatif the reafoning -
which the reader hath perufed upon this fubje® be
juft and conclufive, thereis one circumfitance in which
this docFrine according to godlinefs ellenually differs
from all other {chemes .or {yftems of morality, I¢.
is, that any of thefe fyftems a man may underftand, .
embrace and defend, without having his heart made
better, or his morals {fccured orimproven by itatall 5 .
whereas it is. impoflible, that any man can really,
and from the heart, embrace the doctrine of Chrif}’s
imputed righteoufnefs, without being {anctified by
it, dead to fin, and alive to God. "That the firlt o'f
thefe aflertions is true, the lives and charaéters of:.

F 2. |

“""‘F.-Qm [ i- l 6‘!
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fome noted writers on the foundation of morality,
fiave been, and are an undemable proof: fome of
gthem do indeed expreily yield it ; and it is evident
ly yielded, by implication, in all the late writings,
where there1s {o frequent mention of the {mall in-
fluence that {peculation has upon praftice. On thrs
3s founded what a late acute and eminent writcr
+ jnftly calls the mafter prejudice of this age, w/z.
¢s “The innocence of error.” This may as well be
exprefled by its counterpart, the unprofitablencfs or
inefficacy of truth, which {furely ought to be buta
weak recommendation of what is called truth by

thofe who hold {uch an opinion.

That the other affertion 1s juft, hath. been the
point undertaken to be made out in this effay: and
whoever will but confider how unacceptable this doc-
trine 1s to mankind in general, may be fausfied that
there can be no cffe€tual inducement to embrace it,
till there be fuch a difcovery and fenfe of the cvil
and danger of fin, as is utterly inconfiffént-with a
voluntary continuance in it. ‘The apparent ftate of
the vifible church, in which vice and wickednefs {o
fhamefully abound, will be no obje&ion to this, 1f
what I hinted above be recolleGted *, that there 18
2 great difference between a nominal or cuftomary
profefhon, and real belief, As to the few more
zealous and eminent aflcrters of this dodtrine, who

¥ Mr Warburton, * Sec page 59,
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fometimes greatly dithonour their profeffion, the an~
fweris ealy. They are hypocrites by whom indeed
great offences do come; and the weak and unflable
fall over the ftumbling-block, and are tempted to
doubt. the reality of religion, by this difcovery of the
falliood of its profeflors. But {uch can never be:
fairly ranked among belicvers, whofe garb and habit
they only treacheroufly wore, for fome time, while

they were in the interelt of another mafter . We

1 Perhaps fome may think the late accounts publifhed of

the Alorgvians an objetion to the juftnefs of this reprefentas
tion. They are faid to be great afferters of the doftrine of
imputed righteoufnefs ; and yet there have not only appeared
fome bad men among them, but they are univerfally charged
as a fe&t with moft impious and ftandalous practices, Per-
haps candour and charity might have led us to {uppofe, that
moft, or all of thefe accufations, were calumnious, 1if they
bad been affirmed by none but avowed enemics to the doc-
trines which they efpoufe; as the firft Chriftians were charged
by their enemies with eating human facrifices, when they met
in private to celebrate the Lord’s Supper. But the cafe it
feems is otherwife here 3 for fome unfufpeted accufers have
appeared, whom none can imagine prejudiced againft them
for cmbracing the dedtrine of imputed righteoufnefs. 1 con.
fefs myfelf to have f{o little acquaintance with thofle Herne
katters, as they are called, either as to thelr principles or prac-
tices, that I cannot very fully handle the fubjeét; but, if
there is no other objetion to what is affirmed above, no doubt
an acquaintance with the true flate of the cafe would enable
us caflily to remove this. Pethaps, after all, the bad prac-
tices charged againft them, may be only the confequence of
fome defigning perfons getting in among them, and. a great
plurality may be innocent, or, at leaft, comparatively fo.
Eut cowever - this be, it-is not certain (at leaft to me) that.
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may fay of them as the apottle Fobn fays, Thy
went out from: wus, but they avere 7ot of us; jar
2f they bad been of usy, they woul d no doubt have
continued «with us,. but they «vent out that ik
anight be made manifeft that they awere not all of us*,

But this is not all; for the recepuion of the dohine
of imputed rightcoufnefs is not mercly to be confidered
as the beft mean, comparatively, of producing, prefery-
ing and increafing our {ancification and purity, as fure
and effectual, while others are precarious, but itisthe
only way, and all others are abfolutcly infufficient fur
the purpofe. If this be indeed the doétrine of Chrift,
the {cripture-method of falvation, then it is not oniy
true, but a fundamentaltruth, Of thiswe arc frequents
ly and folemnly aflured inthe word of God. 7 am 14
nway, ({ays our Saviour) and 1he truth, and thelif=; n
mancometh unto the Father but by e 1. So fay the a.

poftles Peter and Fobn, Neither is there falvation in
anyother: for there isnone other nante uiider heaven,

Liven among men, whereby we muft be faved} Itis

they really embrace the fame doftrine with us: They do in~
‘decd talk much of the Lamb, fpeak. of hiding themfelves
in his wounds, &¢. but Ithink their language is peculiar to
themfclves, and by no mecans the phrafeology either of {cripture
or ‘of any other fe& of Chnftians. Befides, as Count Zix-
zendorf, their leader, takes upon him to be a prophet, it is
probable, they are juft a fct of deluded people, drawnaway
by his art, who may much more properly be faid to belicve
ig him, than in Chrifl.

*-3 John ik 19, [ John xiv. 6. § AQs iv. 13
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therefore in vain for any to cxpect an effetual change
of life, bat by an acquainiance with Chrift, and him
crucified. 'We have indeed the cleareft evidence from
expericnee, that no human reafon, no argument what-
ever, drawn from worldiy conveniency, is atall fuffici-
cnt to contend with violent and {inful habits, We {ee
many examples of perfons of excellent underftanding
and knowledge in other matters, nay, whe can reafon
ftrongly and juftly upon the bad confequences of vice
in others, fometimes even in themf{elves, who will yet

¢0 on to ruin their name, family, fortune and health,

while they are {laves to evil habits : nothing will change
them but the grace of God.

And as we have {een above,that our own righteoul-
nefs in its beft {tate is wholly ineffeétual for our accep-
tance with God, fo all who have any expeétations of
this kind from 1t plainly {how, that they have fuch de-
feftive views of the extent and ebligation of the divine
law, as are inconfiftent with an unfeigned untverfal {fub«
miffion to it. "This is a matter of the laft importance,
and ought to be particularly recommended to the fert-
ous confideration of {uch as may have, at {fome umes,
fome imperfedt convitions; fuch as from a wearinefs
and fatiety of finning may give a temporary preference
to a life of religion, and raile a feeble inefle&tual wifh
with Balaam, thatthey might die'the death of the righ-
zous. Such ought to be told that no endeavours to be
alittle better than before, no 2inrizence from {fome fins
2s & kind of atoncment for others rovained, no refolue
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tions taken on in their own {trength, - no righteoufnefy
of their own offered or trufted in as the matter of i

juftification, will be accepted, or isworthy of being o
that nothing will be truly effectual, uill they fee their
loft condition, and believe in Chrift, firft for pardon,

and then for fan&ificatien,to the praife of the glory of his
grace, awherein be hath made us accepred in the be

Joved*. 1fthey haveanyother plea, any other ground
-of hope and truft, it fhall undoubtedly fail them ; they
mult remain under a fentence of jult and legal con-
demnation, and fhall finally perifly; for be that balic-
weth iz the Sosn hath everlafling life ; but lFe that be-
Zieveth not the Son fhall not fee life, but the avrail
9f God abidecth on kim, John iii. 36.

* Eph. 1. 6.

+ The application-of thefe paflages of ﬁ‘:riptur:r, to the par-
%icular principles above maintained, will, perbaps, be thought
‘to include in it a very fevere and uncharitable condemuation of
.many Chriftians, who differ in judgment vpon the point of ju-
ftification. And indeed I prerend no great friendthip to the ten.
-timents o frequently exprefled of late, ¢ That it is a fmall mat-
¢ ter what a man believes, if his fife be good.® The affertion
mipht perhaps be allowed, if it did not contain a foolith and un-
reafonable f{uppofition, that a man may believe wrong, and yct
have as good alife as he that believes right; the contrary to
which will always be expefted by him who gives credit to the
word of God. that his people are fanttified through the truth. As
to Socinians and Pelagians, who are the greateft oppofers of the
truths above defended, I never did efteem them to be Chriftians
_at all; © the confequence, with regard to them, may be eafily
admitted. But it will be thought hard to fay the fame thing of
the Arninians.  However, if the righteoufnefs of Chrift is the
only ground of our juftification, and the reception of him in this



IMPUTED RIGHTEOUSNESS. §or

T'am naturally led to conclude this {ubje&t, by obfers:
ving, that the importance, efficacy and neceflity of the
imputed righteoufnefs of Chrift, fhews how much it is
the duty of all minifters of the gofpel, to make it the.
main and leading tireme of their fermons. "The preach-
ing of the gofpel is by the apoftle Pau/, in a very jult
and expreflive manner, ftiled, preaching the unfearch-
able riches of Chrifl. In himevery prophecy, precept,
promife and truth is centered. His character and worls
as @ Saviour is held forth in a variety of lights in the
facred oracles, and in every opening or view that is' g«
ven us, {o to fpeak, of the difpenfations of divine pro-

vidence and grace, he is the chief figure, or the term+
F 3

charalter the true principle of fan€tification, I do-not fte how
we can avoid concluding the danger of thole who aft upon any
other plan. And yet 1 am perfuaded there have been, and e
many goed men among them : which may be accounted for in
this manner, that their hearts are better than their undevitand-
ings; that they are habitually under the government of priuci-
ples, which, thro’ fome mitaken views, and groundicefs tears of
their abufe, they fpeak of more fparingly, or rather feem 1o ¢-
ftablith the contrary pofitions:- The proof of this aficition [
take from their own writings, particularly fiom the difference
between their fermons and other difcourfes, and thofe forms of
prayer which they have drawaup,and not only reccommended o
others, butleft behind them as 2 witnefs of their own uxeicife
1 thelr clofets. If they be fuppofed to feel the fentunentswhich
they exprefs-in thelr prayers, it can cafily be made appear that
the(e fentiments can.only be ditated by the dodiniue ol trees
grace  If what they (ay of themiclves be true in its natural
and obvious meaning, and if they believe it, which charity obli-
ges us to fuppofe, it muft be altogether vain to lay the leatk
{ires upon their own righteoulbe 5 for their acceptance with

od.
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nation of the profpeét. If therefore we would know-
what eftecmis due to our Redeemer in our hearts, and .
how high a place he ought to hold inour views of re-
ligion, let us obferve the regard paid to him by the {3-
cred writers, They derive almoft all their motives to
every moral duty, from what he hath done, and is ftil}
doing for us, and féem to delight even in the repeti-
tion of his name. I am perfuaded thofe who are accui-
tomed to the devout and {erious perufal of the word of
God, will not reckon ¥t exébufiafin, when I fay, thas
thefe writers appcar to be warmed and clevated above
¢heir ordinary mealure, when they celebrate his {alva-
tion; and that both in the old and new teltameat,

wherever we meet with any paflage fingularly lofty
and {ublime, there we may be fure that Chrift the Re-

.tlcemer 1s the inmediate theme.

Jufhfication by the free grace of God, thro’ the re-
slemption thatisin Chuift Jefus, was the doirine taught
among Chriftians, in the earlielt and pureft ages of the
church. And their departure from it was the prelude
10 that univerfal corruption of faith and worfhip, and
that relaxation of difcipline,and diffelutron of maaners,
which took place in the ages following. Itis alfo very
remarkable, that this doftrine was always fully and di
flin&ly taughtin thefe churches which never fubmitted
to the tyranny, or reccived the corruptions of the Ko~
oni fh Antichrift, I mean the churches of the Piednon=
gefe vallies, which, by fo many judicious writers, are

ﬁppoﬁ:d to be thetwo witnelfes mentianed in the Kee
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velation, who fled into the wildernefs from the perfe- -
cution of the Beaft, and prophefied in fackcloth. The .
accounts: which have been tranimitted to us of the
principles held by them, long before the reformation, |
plainly {how, that they maiutained this dodtrine from
the beginning.,  And as it is well known that the re-
formation took its firft rife from the grofs and [canda- .
lous application ¢f the dotrine of nierit in mdulgen=
cies, {o all the reformers, without exception, were {tre- .
nuous aflérters of free grace, This was reckoned by .
them articalus flantis aut cadentis ‘ecdq/féw, by
which the church muft fiand or fall. Parucularly, our .
reformers in both parts of this ifland agreed in preachs -
ing the {fame do&rine, and the eminent piety of our fa=_ .
thers is a ftanding evidence of its force and efficacy.

It doth not perhaps become, and probably it would -
not-be fafe for me to enter into a particular examinas
tion of the manner of preaching in the prefent age 5
and theu,fc:re my reflexions upon that fubject {hall be
very few and general. "What is moft ebvious 11 our.
prefent fituation, and what ought to affec Chriltians
with moft concern, is, the great prevalence of infide-
lity, This is the more {urprifing, that we have never
wanted, and do not at prefent want, many able and .
eminent writers to {tand up in defence of the gofpel,
and refute the changeable inconfiftent reafonings of in- .
fidels, whatever form they fhall, from ume to time,
think fit to affume, and on whatever principles they -

{all pretend to bmld. But, I am afiaid, the beft des
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fence of all is but too much neglected, viz. Zealguy
afhiduous preaching the great and fundamental truthg
of the gofbel, the loft condemmed {tate of man by na-
ture, and the neceflity of pardon thro’ the righteonf-
nefs, and renovation by the Spirit, of Chrift. This
would make a far greater sumber of thofe who call
themfelves by the name.of Chrift, Chriftians indecd,
And the vilible efficacy of his doétrine would be a
fenfible demonflration of its truth and divine original,
i1f thefe truths are not contradifted, it may be fafely
faid, that they are-by many kept more out of view
than formerly, And furely we have. no great caufe
to boaft of our improvements in the preaching art, ff
its goodnefs i1s to be determined, like that of a trec,
not by its blofloms, but its fruit.

There is one obfervation which may fatisfy us, that
the preaching of the crofs of Chrift will moft effectu-

ally promote rcal reformation. Itis, that thofe preach-

ers who, (to fay no more) approach neareft to making
our own merit and obedience the ground of our ac-

ceptance with God, very feldom, if ever, give any
alarm to the confciences of their hearers. Let them

recommend ever {o pure and high a ftandard of morals,
they are heard without fear, and, if they preach cle-
gantly, with pleafure, even by the moft profligate. To

fuch preachers, all vain,worldly-minded people, ufually
attach.themdelves, where they have not calt off the

very form of relision 3 but moft part of {erious Chrt
flians, together with profefling hypocrites, who cam

gl
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pot eafily be diftinguithed in this world, always follow
preachers of another. {tram. It 1s eafy to {ee the rea~

fon of this from what hath been faid above ; there are

none who fet the {tri¢tnefs apd obligation of the law,.
the holinefs and juftice of God, in fo awful a light, a5,
thofe who believe there is: no {helter from the fanétion .
of the law, and the wrath of an oftended God, but in_
the bload of Chrift. Perhaps, I amalready enfnared.
and expofed to cenfure, -by afhrming, that there are:
among us preachers of different {tramns. But.it is {o,
ocrtain a truth, that I cannot-deny it; and fo impor-
tant; - that. I will not difguife it.

Upon the whole, as the prefentafpe&t of public af--
fairs, as the flate of.the world, and charader of the:
age, loudly call-upon all of every{tation to exert them--
felves with diligence for the fupport and revival of.
truth and righteoufnefs: I hope the minifters of the.
gofpel will'promote this end, by zealoufly labouring
to bring men to the {aving knowledge of Chxift, zje-
way, and the truth, and the: life—The foundation— .
the tried flone—thé precious corner- flone, the{trength.
end fecurity of the building. ‘To deny, explain away,
er neglet to impart the truths of the everlafting go--
{pel, 1s the way. to leave the world in wickednefs ;.
but, by preaching them in purity, and with fimplicity, .
which, we have reafon to think, will be accompanied.
with the demonfiration of the Spirit; finners are re-
conciled unto Gad, the powér.of {in 1s broken in them,.
the divine image is formed in them, and upon thefe

G
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zrutir$ their hope of cternal life muft reft and depend, ¢
Let us be.ever ready - to- fay with the apoftle Pau/, i

God -forbid that I fbould glory, fave in the crofs o f%
eur Lord Fefus Chrift*. And letus quicken ogr?
diligétice; and-animate our endeavours, by exprefli ing,
with the plalmift David, our faith in the perpetuity £
of his kingdom. His name. fball endure for cver 8
his mame fhall be continued as long as the furn: and®
men fhall be blefed in' bint's all nations [Ball call §
bim bleffed.  Bleffed be the Lord God, the God of 11~ §
raels who only doth wondrows things. And blzfid !
be his glorious name for evers and let the whole:

earth be filled with his glory.  Amen and Amen .

* Gali vie 14. 4+ Phal, Ixxii, 17, 18, 19,
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