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PREFACE. 

LITTLE need be said by the Author on the 

present occasion; after the observations made 

In submitting the former volume of this work 

to the public eye. His object has still been 

to unite 'the internal with the external Evi:

dences, and to impress them upon the hearts 

and consciences of men. 
It is with no affected diffidence, however, 

that he has ventured to appear at all in such a 

cause as the Christian Religion, the dignity 

and importance of whIch' are best appreciated 

by those who have most, maturely considered 

so great a question. If he shall only have 
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S? far sllcceeded as,. to ,stimulate others to 

pursue a line of argument which has been 

but little attended. to, compared with its real. 

magnitude, it will be 110 small satisfaction to 
his mind. 

The Author enumerated, in the preface to 
the former volume, the writers wbom he had 

chiefly consulted in that division .of the COurse. 

Many of these have continued to furnish him' 
with material assistance in the present. He 

needs scarcely mention other well-known pro

ductions which he· has.caUed, in,. to his, aid, 

on the·; subjects, connected, with the internal 

Evidences. Baxter, Bennet"1?ewar"Dod~ 
dridge, 'Dwight:,. Jonathan .. Edwards, , Fuller, 

S. J enyns, Bishop.Law,Archbishop N ew

combe, Miller" S'cott, John Scott, . Owen, 

Simpson, Skelton, J3ishop J. Taylor,WiI_ 

berforce, are na'mes familiar to the theological 

student. To those . he ;would add, the. Lord 

Bacon, for the extraordinary thoughts: which 

lIe has borrowed fiom that., great master of 
reason. 

The principal new. works which have fallen 

PREl"ACE. lX 

tinder his notice since the publication of the 

former. volume, are those of the present 

Bishops of London and Winchester, a~d t~e 
late Bishop of Calcutta,--whose treatIse 1 IS 

full of important matter, and seems .far less 
I · th·an l't de~erves-Messrs. Bowdler, UlOWn'., . 

Dr. T. Brown, Channing, Dick, Gerard, 

Hampden; E. G .. Marsh, Taylor, Sheppard, 
Shuttleworth, Pye Smith, &c. 

To these names he has peculiar satisfaction 

in adding that of an American writer of sin

gular talent, with a good deal of the mind of 

our Bishop Butler, Mr. Verplanck, whose work 

abounds with deep and original thoughts.2 • 

In 'foreign divinity, the writings of Pascal 

have supplied. him again ,with valuable matter. 

Nor 'can he avoid mentioning the produc

tion of M. Frassynous;3 which, abating some 

parts where the corruptions of his' church have 

affected the. strength of the argument~ deserves 

to rank amongst the first works of the day. 

I Dr. James' Semi-sceptic. 

2 A reprint has not yet been made of this masterly work. 
a Defense uu· Christianisme. 
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In the course of the volume the Author has 

also had at hand, Abbadie, Bullet, L'avertise

ment du clerge fran~ois, 1775;1 Bergier, Traite 

de la religion; Duvoisin, demonstration; Me

rault, Religion Chretienne prouvee et defendue 

PEar les objections memes des Incredules; Les ."'. 
ssais de M. Placette, and the able preface 

of 1\1. Jouffroy to his translation of Dugald 

Stewart's Sketches of Moral Philosophy. 

The Author had not the leisure to read, or 

rather re-read, all. these works, but he has 

consulted them. from time to time. It is not 

from books that he has drawn his chief mate

rials, but from the Bible itself, and from such 

experience and observation as he has been 

able to collect in fhe discharge of his parochial 
duties. 

To bring to bear upon the minds of candid 

and thoughtful persons, the real weight of the 

intermll Evidences of Christianity, introduced 

and· sustained by the external, has been his 

design-the execution and success of which he 

I Ali incomparable little Treatise on the Internal Evi
dences. 

I 
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d to the mercy and goodness of AI-commen s . 
mighty God-to whom only would he asc.nbe 

all the praise for whatever aid he has recelved 

in pursuing it-and to WHOSE GLO~Y he would 

desire to dedicate this and every other effort 

of his life and ministry. 

islington, April 13, 1830. 
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LECTURE XIV. 

SUITABLENESS OF CHRISTIANITY TO THE STATE 

AND WANTS OF MAN.' 

1 COR. XIV. 24, 25. 

But if all propheSy, and there come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned; he is convinced 0/ 
all, he is judged of all: and thus are the secrets 
of his heart made manifest; and so falling down 
on his face, he will worship God, and report that 

God is in you of a truth. 

HAVING considered in our former Lectures the 
first great division of the Evidences of Chris
tianity, those which establish the Authenticity, 
Credibility, Divine Authority, and Inspiration of 
our sacred books; we come now to the second 

VOL. II. n 



2 INTERN A L [LECT. XIV. 

division of them, those arising from the excel
lency of the contents of the religion itself. 

The first division i!'! termed THE EXTERNA L 

EVIDENCES, because they attend the religion 
from without, and attest its divine origin; the 
second are called THE [NTERN AL, because they 
come from within, and arise from those cha
racters of truth which are wrought into the very 
nature and composition of the revelation. 

External evidences are the credentials of the 
messenger who comes to us from the Lord of 
heaven and earth; the internal are derived 
from the excellency of the message which he 
delivers. The latter evidences, therefore, fol
low the former, and are subsidiary to them. 

Our Lord and his apostles placed Christianity 
on this footing. They came with the most 
undoubted miraculous works, and claimed at 
once the obedience of mankind; and afterwards, 
they appealed to those unnumbered indications 
of a divine excellency which the matter of their 
doctrine contained. 

The external evidences now raise us as 
nearly as possible to the same situation with 
the .Jews and Heathen at the promulgation 
of the gospel. By means of them, we still 
see, as it were, the miracles, and witness the 
divine works, of our Lord and his apostles.! We 

1 Lect. vii. vol. 1. 

LECT. Xl ".J EVIDENCES. 3 

(10 more; we trace a surprising accomplish
ment of a series of prophecies, in the person of 
Christ and the events of his ch urch ;! we read 
the accollnts of the supernatural propagation of 
his religion;2 we behold the manifest good 
effects produced on mankind.3 On this ground 
we are bound to believe the ddctrine; and 
doing this, we shall be in a situation to follow 
out, with the first Christians, the numberless 
proofs of a divine excellency in the matter of 
revelation itself. 

But here it is important to remark, that the 
converts of our Lord and bis apostles would 
never have been permitted to examine, in the 
first place, the doctrines of Christianity on the 
footing of their own reasoning, and of suspend
ing their obedience on the agreement or non
agreement of its instructions, with their pre
conceived notions of what it was fit for God to 
reveal: this would have been monstrous and 
absurd; it would have been to sit in judgment 
on the Almighty, and would have offered the 
most impenetrable barrier to any just percep
tion of the internal evidences at all. 

In like manner, men can llever be allowed 
now to investigate, in the first place, the matter 
of revelation by the pretended fitness of things 
and the light of their own reason, and to 'sUS-

I Lectures viii. and ix. 2 Lect. x. J Lcet. xi. 
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4 INTRODUCTORY [LECT. XIY. 

pend their obedience~n the agreement or non
agreement of the ~octrine with. their' pre-con
ceived notions ... This would suppose apreviolls 
acqllai~tance with what a divine revelation 
should contain; and, if true, would altogether 
supersede the necessity of it. It is hard to say 
whether the pride: or folly of such a:notion be 
th~ greater. But sure if is, that such a mind 
would never discover any internal evidence of 
the truth of Christianity. 

And yet this is the cqurse. pursued almost 
uniformly by unbelievers: .They pass over the 

. immense bodyof external evidences; they begin 
with inquiring into what they term the reason
ableness of the things revealed ; they plunge 
into metaphysics;1 they then, of course, misun
~erstand or pervert almost every article of the 
faith i which they profess to examine; . and, 
lastly, reject Christianity as not according with 
their notions of wisdom and expediency. 

Not so the sincere inquirer. He receives 
Christianity with humble. gratitude, on. the 
ground of the external credentials with which 
Almighty God has been pleased to accompany 
it; and then he traces out, as .he is able, those 
intrinsic excellencies of: the matter revealed; 
which may confirm his faith and animate him 
in his obedience. He is so far from think-

1 See Bishop Van Mildert. 

I 

LECT •. XIV.] RElIfAIlKS. 5 

ing that a revelation cannot. come from God, 
because he sees not in every respect the fitness 
and reasonableness 'of its contents, that, on the 
contrary, he concludes that the. revelation is 
wise, good, just, and fit to be receIved, because 
he has every reason to believe, from its external 
evidences, that it has a divine origin. l 

It is in this manner we reason as to the 
works of nature and providence; When once 
we have admitted the being and perfections of 
an all-wise Creator, from the grandeur and con
trivance and harmony pervading the general 
order of creation, we conclude that the un
numbered parts of it which wedo not yet under
stand, are good, because they come from the 
same divine hand. Thus also, when we have 
once received a divine revelation on its un
doubted miraculous proofs, we are bound to 
conclude that ail the matter of it is goo~ and 
riO'ht, because it comes from the God of truth 

o . . 
and holiness. 

It is necessary to observe, however, here,
what will be obvious to every considerate p~r
son -that the internal evidences do not afise 
fro~ all the parts of revelation; but from those 
which are level in some measure to our compre
hension, or addressed to our experience: The! 
do not spring from the matter of revelatIOn as It 

1 Bishop Gib80n. 
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respects the being, subsistence, and will of the 
ever-blessed God; his purpQses, his permission, 
of this or that Course of things, his choice of 
this or that method of recovering man. These 
are quite out of our sight. We have no data to 
rroceed upon, and therefore can know nothing. 
They are of the nature of discoveries, and are 
made to us from a system of things of which an 
infinite Being is the author. l We receive these 
implicitly on the footing of the external evi
~ence, and there we leave them; except as any 
mferences drawn from them may bear upon 
our duty and hopes. 

But internal evidence- arises from the matt~r 
of revelation as it respects the SUIT-ABL~NESS 
OF THE .REUGION. ·in its practical bearings, to 
t~e ObVIOUS wants of man;2 as it regards the. 
dIs.pla~ of the moral attributes of the Supreme 
Bemg III the DOCTRINES REVE-ALED;3 as it ap
pears in the EXCELLENCY OF THE RUL¥ O}' 
MOR-AL DUTy;4 as it is beheld in. the INIMI_ 
TABLE EXAMPLE OF OUR LORD;5 as it is view
ed in the TENDENCY OF REVEL-A TION TO PRO
MOTE IN THE HIGHEST DEGUEE HUMJ\N 
HAPPINESS;6 as it proposes A TEST 'fQ WHICH 
EVERY ONE MAY BRING IT, BY SUBMITTING 

I Davison. 
3 Leet.- xv. 
• Lect. xvii. 

- 2 Present Lecture. 
-; • Lect. xvi. 

6 Lect. xviii. 
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TO ITS DIltECTIONS, -A~D MAKI'NG A TRIAL OF 
ITS PR01l-fISED BLESSLNGS.1 

In these respects we have data to go upon. 
We have feelings; we are capable of judging 
in some respects of moral causes and conse,;. 
quences; we have means of tracing out the 
same indications of divine :wisdom, the same holy 
ends and contrivances in the gospel, as we find 
in the general providential government of God 
in the world. We are thus applying the reve
lation to its proper purposes, considering it 
according to its own principles and structure, 
and advancing in our knowledge and admiration 
of its various parts. 

rrhis evidence is most important. _ It might 
indeed have pleased God, so far as we can 
judge, to give us:a revelation so elevated in all 
its parts, as to furnish no internal evidenc~s, or 
very slight ones, in the sense in which we 
now understand the term. We should have 
been still obliged to receive and obey it with 
humble thankfulness, and wait for the.reasons 
of things in a future world. But it has pleased 
God to grant us a revelation, from many 
branches of .which internal testimonies flow in 
rich abundance; and we have only to put them 
in their due place, and use them for their proper, 

I Leet. xix. and xx. 
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ends, in order to.derive.all the advantages they 
were designed to convey.' " . 
" Theexternal.evidences are. first in point of 
time, and superior ·jn respect of authority; 
they are as the outward credentials of an act of 
a human legislature; proving the source whence 
it emanates, and the. obligation which it im-
poses. i : . 

. The internal evidences are second in point of 
tIme, and subsidiary as it regards the divine 
authority of revelation-they spring from the 
excellent and appropriate. contents of the law 
itself. .. ; . 

But though the internal proofs are sec~ll(l in 
point of time, they, have a. force peculiar' to 
themselves, .and such'.as.no human laws can 
possess. For as revelation proceeds from the 
infinitely wise.God,..and relates to the eternal 
salvation of mankind,. the matter of it must 
have a perfec:io'n and an interest far surpassing 
all that the WIsest acts of human legislation can 
posSess. 

The internal evidences, in fact, raise us 
from the mere· conviction of truth, . to the love 
and admiration of it. . The, external proofs are 
addressed' to mankind.generally, to' awaken 
their attention; the iptei'nal, .to disciples who 
have already received. the religion, and have 

......... ------------

LECT. XIV.] REMARKS. 9 

a confidence in all its declarations. The ex
ternal evidences prove that the religion is ob
ligatory; the internal' show that it is ~o~d. 
The' one attests' the authority of the dlvme 
Legislator; . the other proves to us the wisdom 
and efficacy of his enactments. . 

The internal evidences are, therefore, m 
some respects, of a more satisfactory kind, and 
bring more repose to the inmost soul~f man 
than the external. The one mak~ an Impres~ 
sion upon the understanding through the me
dium of the senses; the other upon the heart, 
by means of its best affections and hopes.. ,T,o 
know that a revelation is come from God, IS 

one thing; to perceive its divine excellency, 
and feel its salutary effects, is another. 

The internal evidences are also more intelli
gible .to the great mass of Christians. They 
can understand, indeed, sufficiently, as' we have 
shown, the external evidences. When the case 
is l~id before them on the testimony of the 
great body ()f learned and enlightened men, 
whom they are. accustomed, in all their most 
important concerns, to trust, they can perceive 
the. general force of the accumulated and un
contradicted facts. Still they cannot. receive 
fully a'nd adequately all the parts of the ques
tion, because this requires a preparation of his
t~rical knowledge, habits of critical inquiry, and 

, 
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a goo~ acquaintance with the general laws of 
reaso~lng and the course of events throughout 
the dIfferent ages of time. But to understand 
a~d feel the internal evidences, demands only a 
sincere an~ lowly mind.' The humblest pea
sant can dIscern, in the starry firmament the 
marks of the wisdom and glory of God' th~ugh 
the philosopher alone can demonstrate'the laws 
of the planetarysystem~ 

N or is there any thing more calculated to 
confir~ the faith of young persons, and fix 
them m the l?ve and obedience of the gospel, 
than a persuasIOn of the unspeakable excellency 
of t~e m~tter of it. For, though we ought to 
J:eCeIve wIth· impljciL belief a revelation which 
IS once proved to have come from God· yet
such is the nature of man, he always f~llow~ 
wh~t he considers to be good, rather than what 
he IS merely convinced to be true. , 

The,int~rnal evidences, therefore, are amongst 
:h~ chIef md~cements to faith in every age. It 
IS mdeed an unspeakable act of divine goodness, 
first. to surro,und Revelation with the majestic 
~lones of miracles and prophecies; and to fix 
Immovably our faith afterwards, by the display 
of all its softer moral beauties of holiness and 
grace. 

Infidelity will never be silenced in Christian 
countries, till we unite more closely the inter-

LECT. XIV.] REMARKS. 
11 

nal with the external evidences-till we hono:lf 
God in the excellencies of his revelation-tIll 
we make the extrinsic an entrance to the 
intrinsic proofs-till, having shown men the 
elevation and proportions ,of the Templ~ from 
without, we display to them the beauties of. 
its structure and use from within~ The t,:o 
branches of proof leave men, where Chns
tianity when first promulgated left t~em-con
~inced of the authority of Revelation by the 
miracles and prophecies, and then 'contem
plating and adoring the infinite perfections of 

its contents. 

'Ve proceed, then, to consider the first branch 

of Internal Evidences, . 
THE SUITABLENESS OF THE CHRISTIAN RE-

VELATION TO THE OBVIOUS STATE AND 

W ANTS OF MAN AS AN IGNORANT AND SIN-

FU L CREATURE. 

Contrivance for the benefit of man, per-
vades the works of God in creation. The world 
was made for such a being as man, and no other. 
The order of the seasons, the necessity of labour 
and forethQught to make the earth fruitful; the 
warnings- the natural warnings-given us of 
the consequences of such and such conduct; 
the prospective arrangements and compensa
tions apparent in: the daily order of human 
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events", are. parts liOr God:s ,moral government 
which,ai'e.adapteq, J9"rnaQ,. to ,his accountable
ness, ,to ,his, capa<;:jtie/:!!,;ofobservation, ,to ,his 
various faculties and powers., 

: The natural :world,i~lso, is suited to his pecu,:, 
har "wants and, his ~eans of, receiving know
ledge :' the light isadaptedto'his eye-the beau
ties around him to his perceptions of pleasure
t~e, products of the:.earth, ,to his various appe
tItes and necessities-' the .remedies with which 
nature abounds, to his diseases. , 
, All is adaptation to his circumstances, in. the 

world around him and in the providential govern,. 
ment of God: all affects his relation with other 
men as a moral and social being-. all has an in
fluence on the principle of self-preservation, and 
the pursuit,of happiness implanted in his breast 
by the Almighty" 

Man perceives and admires th'is suitableness: 
it is one of the noblest .offices of philosophy to 
point out the particular indications of.it. In 
proportion as these are more clear, and express, 
as they converge from more distant, and un
looked-for quarters, and bear more directly upon 
man's happiness, is the evidence of divine con
trivance. 

In like manner, it will be found, that in the 
matter and form of, divine revelation, there is 
an adaptation as clear, as widely spread overall 

LECT. XIV.] CHRISTIANITY. 13 

the 'parts 'of it~ 'as ,various and' important in its 
bearinO'supon human happiness;~ converging 
frdmp~ints as distant 'and Ullloo.ked f~r;as in.the 

, works of the same'divine ArchItect lUcreabon. 
The book of-nature and the book of revelation 
are ~ritten by',the same hand;' and bear evident 
traces of the same manner and style. I, So that 
as the performances of a great painter are re~og
nized by a similarity of outline andco~ourmg, 
and.: by other peculiarities of his art ;' the books 
of nature and Christianity are recognized; as 
performances of thesan'le divine ~rtist, by 'the 
similarity of adaptation and contrIvance, for the 
faculties and wants of ' the beings for whose use 

they were designed~ . ' 
The Christian revelation, then, is suited to 

man, as it speaks A DECISIVE LANGUAGE,:~nd 
gives repose to the mind in the most perplexmg 
difficulties-as it UNE'OLDS THE MYSTERIES OF 
HIS CONDITIoN-as it provides A,RE'MEDY FOR 
ALL HIS wANTs-and as it is calculated' FOR 

UNIVERSAL DIFFUSION. 

L THE BI BLE IS SUITED TO: MAN AS IT 
SPEA'KS A CLEAR AND DECISIVE LANGUAGE, 
AND GIVES REPOSE AWD SATISFACTION TO THE 
MIND OF MAN IN THE' GREATEST AND MOST 

PERPLEXING DIFFICULTIES. 
1 J. Scott. 
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No mark of adaptation. can be stronger than 
the obvious fitness of revelation, in its contents 
generally, to the state and wants of those to Whom 
it is sent. What sort of a book is the Bible? 
In what sort of manner does it address us? On 
what kind of topics does it treat? What doubt
ful things does it compose and settle? What _ . 
peace does it ~ring to the mind agitated ·with 
conflicting opinions and disturbed with inward 
remorse ?-Theseare the questions which must 
naturally arise. 

The answer is, the Bible determines all the 
points essential to man's. happiness; and deter
mines them with so much clearness and deci
sion, as t9 exempt him from doubt and fluctua
tion, and give repose to his inmost desires. 

Man was wandering in the darkness of na
ture. The faint traces of an original revela
tion were almost lost. Endless disputes with
out authority, and perplexities without a clue, 
bewildered him. Nothing was settled, even 
about the existence of God, or the immortality 
'of the soul, or a future state. 

In the midst of this confusion, Revelation 
comes in and silences, with the authority of a 
master, the babblings of science falsely so called.l 
It disputes not7 it condescends not to reason 
with man: it decides., This is exactly what 

I ITim. vi. 20. 

LECT. XIL] A DECISIVE LANGUAGE. 15 

man, after four thousand years· of, interminable 
contests, w~nted. The authority which revela
tion claims by its external evidences is thus in 
harmony with the tone and language which it 
assumes in its instructions. You areasto
nished at the display of the miracles-you view 
with surprise the other proofs of a divine reli
gion. You open the sacred Record. You are 
assured beforehand that it will be most worthy 
of the great God from whom it came, though 
you presume not to say in what manner that will 
appear. ,On making yourself acquainted with 
the contents of it, you perceive that it Uses the 
natural language and style of its divine Author; 
you seem to hear the very voice of God himself. 
You feel that the revelation takes. the be
coming attitude ofsu'periority an~ command; 
and addresses you as an ignorant, weak, de
pendent creature. 

This is altogether different from the style of 
any other book. This is quite distinct from the 
arrogancy of human presumption, as well as 
from the uncertainties of human reasoning. 
All is as it should b~: God speaks; man is 
silent-God teaches ; man learns-God deter
mines, man obeys. 

It is scarcely possible to read a single, dis
course of the holy prophets.in the Old Testa
ment, or of our Lord and his apostles in the New, 
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16 , ,THK BIBLE ,SPEAKS [LECT. XIV. 

without- feeling that· they speak as. those, having 
authority, and not as the; scribes. I -' . • .. 

The' great principles. of natural or essential 
religion are supposed to' be known.' The. being 
of one Almighty andperfect.God-'-the creation 
of the world by him..outof nothing-the immor-_~, 
tal and accountable -nature of man-. a.,future· --
state of rewards and punishment-the obliga- , 
tionof loving, worshipping, and, obeying God-
the several' branches of duty to our- fellow
creatures: these principles revelation scarcely 
ever formally declares, much .less stops to 
prove. It looks-on them as known-it con-
siders them' as sufficifmtly established by the 
works of cr~ation, the fragments of man's moral 
nature, the tradition of the original revelation, 
the voice of conscience; It goes on to some-
thing further. It proceeds to teach men lessons 
of iti~ own, which may bring into action these 
principles of riaiutalreligion, clear up their im
perfections, and giv~,thfmi a. new force and ap
plication. Revelation begins where nature ends. 

In doing this,. revelation preserves an uniform 
dignity and. authority,. springing from its in
nate truth, and beaTing the impress of, what it 
really is, the Great God teaching his creature 
man. It pas~es .over inferior matters. _ It deigns 
not to notice the intere~ts of earth, the politics 

1 M~ti. vii. 29. ~, . 

LECT. XIV.] A DEcrsIVELANGUAGE. 17 

pf princes, the petty projects of legislation. It 
treats only of the greatest and most important 
concerns. It is God's book; and contains no
thing trifling, nothing unimportant,nothing su-' 
perfluous. It speaks of eternity, and eternal 
things~ It reveals pardon an4 grace; ,it marks 
out the ways of peace and holiness. 'It shows 
exactly those things which it most concerns us 
-to know, and which we could never understand 
nor settle of ourselves. 

N ow all this is exactly adapted to man. He 
is weak

j 
ignorant, sinful; distracted with con

flicting opinions, and wandering in the darkness 
and sorrows which his rebellion has occasioned. 
Still he is accountable. As such, the Scrip
ture addresses him: so that no other creature 
but man could understand such a book as the 
Bible." !;;. 
, It is to him, however, the precise Revelation 

he needs.1 He finds peace of mind in its au tho
xitative dictates. He feels the ground firm un
der him. He flies from human conjecture 
and the intricacies of opposing systems, to re
pose in the authority of the Bible. Man,when 
his attention is awakened to the subject, knows 
in his inmost soul that he wants direction-he 
knows that to make out truth for himself, in the 
way of discussion, is impossible. Though, 
when attacked, he will defend his powers of' 

VOL. II. c 
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18 UNFOLDS [LECT.XIV: 

understimding, and liberty of directing his own 
path, 'yetheis sensible of.his weakness; and, 
when 'he speaks; the' real langllage . of his 
heart,says,." W.hat. lwanf is a sure and un
erring guide.". ; When'; Revelation, then; comes 
to him with the.credentials ofontward evidences, 
and speaks. to him in .the. tone of authority and 
decision, he follows her. directions, as those of 
a friend, and,' the perturbation and anxieties of 
his mind about religious . truth immediately 
sllbside. 

A traveller who has lost.his way amongst the 
snows Of the Alps~ doth not more rejoice when 
he meets an experienced .guide, who shows him 
the credentials of.his appointment to that office 
by the lord of the country, and then bids him 
boldly to follow his steps; than man rejoices, 
when, bewildered in the mazes of'human'rea
sonings, he meets with the authorized guide of 
life, and, having seen· his credentials,. is invited 
to follow him without distrust, till he is extri
cated from the labyrinth of error and sin. 

II. But Christianity is suitable to man, be
cause it UNFOLDS ALL TIiE MYSTERIES OF 

HIS CONDITION, ACCOUN1~S FOR THE' APPA

RENT CONTRADICTION OF' HIS STATE, AND 

,ADDRESSES HIM IN T'HIS CONDITION, AND NO 

OTHER. 

LECT. XIV.] MA N'S STATE. 19' 

, 1. If the matter of,Revelation beadapted.to 
his ignoraRce, and weakness, because it 'speaks 
with decision 'and, treats of ·the :mosfi.mportant 
concerns; it is also equally ada~ted to his 
perplexities and anxieties,.because it. tells'him: 
the MYSTERIES of' his state.:in this. world,: 
opens to him aU'his character; andexplairis: the 
whole ofhis'circamstances, difficulties,: and 
miseries. ~. This is 'a j step 'in the adaptation yet 
higher· and more important. because; itt6uches 
him more nearly,. and is more out of the reach 
of unassisted reason. 

The Heathen philosophy can gIve no .con
sistent account of 'man's' actual' history .... It 
guesses, but it cannot e:x:plain: ,'Something·it 
knows of hi's weaknes'ses, his 'sorrows, hiS 'cor
ruptions, his tendencies t~, evil, the 'contradic'
tions. between' his reaso~ :and his passions,~but 
nothing ,adequately, .nothing· distinctly, nothing 
as to the source and extenfOftheevil,:nothing 
definitely as to the original purity 'and su bse~ 
quent fall of man, nothing as to the Divine image 
in which he was created 'and which he lost by 

. sin, nothing of the: proper end of man~ the en-: 
joyment of God. ., 

Accordingly, all was contradiction and con"; 
fusion. The satirists seized' some' fragments of 
truth; , the. ,poets,' the, orators~ the '. statesmen,' 
the philosophers, otlier points.' Fables of the 

c 2 
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golden,:silver;·and.:iron'ages were framed. Men 
applied themselves, 'no",do. the dignity and love 
of truth, which' seemed latent in ,human: nature; 
aildllow:to i the;pa.ssio~s and appetites which 
actually governed.: andi;controlled ,it., Reason 
and, sensual :pleasure ; divided, the sC.hools', of 
learning. An unnatural ,pride and ... apathy, " 
iu'opposition: to: all ,his tender and social:pro; 
pensities~or .a senstial'indulgence, which con;.. 
tradicted: his, aspirations after intellectual. and" , 
moral excellence,·prevailed in the doctrines ,of 
the sages. 

,! ,Revelation 'comes .' in i and 'explains every, 
thing-solves the enigma" casts. a strong, clear 
light upon the history of man, ,tells ,him aU his 
condition~ and treats with him..as in that con-
dition, and no other. , 

,) The. two facts whic~ it reveals-first;. the 
original dignity and uprightness of man,forrried 
after the image of his Creator, and designed. for 
knowing, loving, ,worshipping, obeying" and 
enjoying him- forever-, 'and then the fall 'of. 
man, and' the .loss of ,his Maker's favour and 
image, by sin; with. the disorder, blindness, 
'corruption, and rebellion-which ensued..".-:these 
two facts unfold at once all the phenomena. 
, The loose fabric: of human conjectures cannot 

hold together. ' Fables about a primeval;and; a 
deteriorated state"are of no value to mankind. 

LECT. XIV.] MAN'S S'TATE. 21 

Brit the distinct and, authoritative narrative of 
the' Bible-its' 'account , of our first righteous-. 
ness and 'subsequentapostacy,-., given,' ,not: in 
confused: and general terms, but historically, and 
in detail, with the, consequences arising,from 
them, and· in·connexion with the, highest- practi
f!al purposes-the moment. t.heseJacts are made 
known, by the Christian religion, all becomes 
light. There is a congruity in them to. the 
state of man. Many points, indeed, remain 
'unexplained, as we might expect, with, regard 
to the will and cond ud of ,the ever-blessed 
God; but the facts th.emselves are sUffi,cien:ly 
revealed for the designs which the RevelatlOn 
had in view. 

2. Now all the APPARENT CONTRADICTIONS 

are accounted for. For whatis so gr~at as 
man ; and yet what so little-what s,o gr~a:, if 
you, mark the occasional traces of hIS ongmal 
grandeur-what so little, if yo~ Jollow the pre
valent course of his desires and cond uct ! ' 

What so great as man! Ho~ exalted the 
dignity of his nature above the inferior a~i
mals! What a gift is reason! What ,a, dls-

o tinction, speech! What a thirst he has 0 for 
knowledge-what a, desire after happines~-' 
what a mind, in some faint measure, representmg 
the Deity! Whither cannot his powers ,extend 
themselves! What discoveries of science, what 
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inve~tions .in the arts I· What a thirst after 
someth~ng w:hich:is not Jound _ beneath the sun 

. afte:r-a good;which has ,~o limit! What ;eniarge~ 
, ment;whatcoilstant .improvement the soul. is 
capa~le :of! In;.spi~e: of all -his misery, he ,has 
a feelmg, a,sentimentw.hich elevates him and 
which-he canriot:repress. 'Not4ing satisfi~s his 
ambition but, the, :esteem 'of ,rational and, i~tel
lectual : beings.' '.;He,burns : with ,th'e loye of 
glory:; he.has, arddea:oLa lost happiness whi~h 
he:seeks'in every:thing:in -vain. He 'isade
t?roned'monarch, 'w,ande:ving thro~gha stra~ge 
'cou?try,;hubwho,cannot'l~y aside his original 
habIts of ;'thought' 'arid: eXHectation.1 ; , . 

And yet what so little as man !What con
tradictions .is .'this ,strange creature daily . and 
.i?~?rly:ex~ibiting!, As: to his ends and capa
ICItles,.'he,-}s great; .as'to hishabits,heis abject 

,;and .vIle .. His .reason :is expansive, com pre
·henslve, ,elevated:; and: yet his ,passions mean 
and uncertain and ,:perve;rse~ His. ,mind yast 
m~d ~~ble.;, his. desir~siimpure.andcorru.pted; 
·h1S ~lssat~sfactlOn" ,w',tth '\ external things ,se:
,par~l?g:hlm. f~om ,the .earth~ and .yet his ,pro.
'pensltles:chaIDlng him down tb it. His thoughts 
·full· of grandeur, ' but ,his 'affections narrow 
"and :grovelIing:" .In' his :aspiratioIis~ 'h~rises .~~ 
to .angels; )i~ 'llis Yices;/:.he :siiiks helowthe 

," 'hPascal'.' i' 
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brutes. In his' conceptions, of futurity, ,im
mensity, eternity,. he is sublime; in' his follies, 
pursuits, and desires, he. is limited, degraded, 
childish. ,Thus, man, is a maze and labyrinth 
to himself, full of grandeur, and full of mean
ness-of grand~ur as to. his original dignity, 
as to ,the image of God, his, capacity for reli
gion, his longing for immortalitYl his thirst 
of t~uth1 h,ishirge designs and projects...,....and,yet 
low and debased a~ to his passions, his change
ableness, his pursuit of any folly or error" his 
degrading pleasures and appetites, his delight 
in sensual things, and neglect of his intellectual 
and moral nature. 

Hence the .historyof mankind has ever pre
sented the appalling picture of misery, folly, 
vice, ignorance ~riumphant, (except as Revela
tion has supplied a remedy,) notwithstanqipg 
all man's power~, and desires. He will not 
part with religion, and yet lives a slave. to 
appetite;' he will not forsake the pursuit, of 
truth, and ,yet he loves 'a lie. . And whilstap
parently . advancing towards perfection" lle 
seems also to be sinking into lower depths of 
debasement. Wars apd contests find perpetual 
fuel in the lusts of men, notwithstanding our 
experierice of the misery they occasion and the 
unsatisf~ctoriness of their .most fortunate re
sults. The most improvide~t courses are pur-
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sued,~ini;spite.of~CQ9vjc~ion()aI)di~warnings;-and:·: 
example. The same errors are commiUed.as' 
't~>.;the~natureo£Jriie~eujoyment, arid the means 
. bYJ.whiCll iLshould: .beipursued. ,which "have 

been a(!knowlec;lged. and. lamented, in al1.forni~h' 
geJ;lerations. " The improvements in the. s~iences( 
and,arts are no sure omens'of the diminution on 
moral delinquency.l ':.>.: ,: .;",' " ,L-

;,3. ;Now.what.can:be?a:more striking pro~f or,' 
adaptation to:, the" state! of~ man, thanthiside-, 
ve~op~ent of his contradictory. feelings and puro:-i 
SUI ts" m : every part, of Revelation, and AN; A D"; I 

DRESS., TO HIM UPON :THJS : FOOTING, and no. 
othe~?, .:; ;. ,;:;1 

" The Bible would be suited to no· othercrea
ture J but one fallen- from so great a height and 
sunk into so deep a gulf. .It is in this state it 
supposes him to be. J t is, in i this state it pro_ 
poses, to him all .its. discoveries. " It calls to 
hi~:l as an accountable being, as having a con
sCience, the vicegerent of the Almighty; as ca-: 
pable'ofeternal happiness, as formed for know
i~g,.a~d s.erving God, and as destined to undergo 
a.'dlYlDe Judgment....,--and yet it takes him up ,as 
he actually is, a fallen and depraved creature,., 
accuses him of his sinfulness, cans him tohu
mjliation and, 'penitence, reminds .him of-hig, I 
continuaL weakness, and; makes~ him dependent,: 

vi", '''"l,Bishop lJ:'13ird Surrlner.1 t;\. 
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fOl::every,blessing-.on' the 'grace andi mercy-of 
God <) " : ; " " " ' 

,;Th~s;'~s the physician proves his skill and 
experiellce in treating the complicated diseases 
oLhis '~patients, bY' telling them~ll they .feel,. 
and; explaining: the source 'of theIr suifermgs, 
ahticiJlating,; their description of them~ recon,;. 
ciling the apparent contradictions of theIr story, 
ahdsuggesting new points which they had not 
recol1ected-.doing,al1 this in a th?usand 'cases, 
and" with ,invariable truth of observation. .so 
the Bible ·proves itsclaim:sto the. confidence of 
men,lby discovering all the secrets of their ma
lady, opening to. them the unobserve~ depths 
of,their' ,heart, and' telling them the history of 
their contradictory.feelings and desires, how
ever little suspected by themselves. 

" III. But further, the Bible provides a RE- : 

MEDY.FOR ALL THE WANTS OF MAN ;-which . 
thouo'h surprising and incomprehensible· in 
man; respects, yet is in other views most ex
actly·suited to his reasonable and .accountable . 
nature, and obviously adapted ~o hIS wants and, 

necessities. 
,mhis \ is" in fact, the peculiar point of suita

bleness in Revelation. Every thing else would 
bel'Jinferior, • distant, . uninteresting, unless as 
connected with thi~ ... The Bible not only 



r 
" \ 

:.;. 

.' 
'I 

26 . A REMEDY [LECT. XIV. 

speaks with authority" and opens the whole of 
. man's state, but, having done this, provides an 

adequate and most surprising remedy. 
If man be in the weak, fallen, ignorant co~

dition, which we have described; then th~ 
suitableness of a Revelation is only another 
word for the suitableness of the remedy which 
it makes known. 

N ow, no other religion ever proposed to him 
any distinct and efficacious relief. What did 
heathenism pretend, with its contemptible dei
ties and its unmeaning ablutions and rites! It 
was calculated, no doubt, to . fall in' with. the 
universal impression ;on man's heart that he 
needed some guide. for divine worship, and 
some atonement. for sin; but it gave no speci.; 
fie information, and offered no adequate succour. 

The prominent discovery ~f Revelation is, 
that pardon and g:race, light and strength, hope 
and joy~ 'life and salvation, are made known in 
the mercy of God our.heavenly Father .. A 
dispensation of grace by the Son and Spirit of 
God is the glory of'the gospel, and constitutes 
it those good tidings of greatjoyl which precisely 
suit the extreme misery of our state. 

This remedy is adapted for man in this im
portant respect, that it not only prescribes a 

1 Luke i.14. 
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rule of duty, but provides for the ;pardon of 
former .. transgression, and. I furnishes strength 
and motive for Juture obedience .. This.is alto
gether new. and '. peculiar to ;the Christianreli
gion. Other religions pres,cribe, invite,' threaten 
_ .. but . this p~rdDns, renews, changes thest~te 
and .. disposition. Other religions deal' WIth 
man on the footing of his own powers, and make 
the best .they are 'ableof ·his 'circumstances~ 
Christianity brings in a new' power, creates new 
circumstances,. gives :tiew life and feelings and 
pursuits,reveals newland divine . agents for .ef
fecting man's .salvation, presents, a foundatIOn 
of forgivene~s in the. sacrifice of Christ, ope~s 
a w~y for. obedieilcein the direct hel p and aId 
of the Holy Spirit. 

All this is so.congruous to the precise exigen
cies of man, as to constitute a summary . argu
ment, ~equiringllo'detail of proof, of the divine 
origin of Christianity. It . so completely ':a~
swersthe case~it so meets the very neceSSI
ties and desires whic..h .menin every age have 
expressed, though incapable of devising any 
means of .satisfying them, that,it ·carries along 
with it a perfect conviction ,of its truth. . 

It is true, this remedy is most surprising and 
'incomprehensible in' many respects----;but this 
does not lessen its suitableness nor its admira
ble efficacy, as it ~s practicably fitted for the re-
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lief orman's wants. I,-It is surprising, :it' is stu..; 
. pendous, as'wesha]IJ have -to' notice·in ournext 
le~ture:i . ~iIt 'the-Revelation beirig clearlY'ad_ 
mitted on Its undoub,ted' external testimony; a11 
the-~atter of it rests 'on ,the truth of· that Goa 
that'cannot lie·;· and the subsidiary proofs,lfrom 
the suitablenes~,in somerespecls, of its mode of '4 

~l~pplying ou~ wa~ts,arejn no way tessenedby 
I ts stupendous 'or lllcom prehensible character iIi 
other points of view .. ·For there are not waht~ 
ing-topics of observable suitableness to the rea
sonable and accountable 'nature of, man in the 
application of this great remedy.. ' .' 

1. The gospel works bypr~posing ADEQUA-TE 

MO:IVES. It opens to man all his real danger, and 
eXCItes fear. It proposes divine encouragement
and inspires hope. It sets before him the ,ter~ 
ror of judgment, and the joys of heaven; and 
a,wakens correspond~nt anxiety and apprehen
SIOn of consequences. It invites n1a.n to re
pentance and salvation:, by presenting to him 
new truths, ~e,: facts, new assistances, new pros
pects. AllIS Intelligent motive, addressed to a 
~e~sonable being. The st~pendous redemption, 
I~ Its ,pardon and.in its grace, places him in a 
SItuatIon, and discloses to him circumstances 
which move and actuate his determinations and 
efforts. 

2. Further,.it places man in a. new and more 
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fav.ourable.sT A,TE o,¥ PRo,BA TION..,....9, st~,tewholly 

different f~om that in which he was before the re,:" 
v~lation of. Christi~riity, ,because then. a hopeless 

. ~egeneracy,rendered his,condition on earth, not 
~p much one of probation, as of gloomy fore
\lodings and dark .despair. But now man:.is 
py. the gospel raised to hope, and is ca1led. on to 
\Qllo,w,the bright prospects opened before him. 
~n-vitations, 'Yarnings, calls to repentance"de
Il.WlCiations " against pride and unbelief, _ propo
sals of reconciliation, are addressed to him. He 
is told that his state hereafter. is to depend .on 
his manner of passing this probation, receiving 
these offers, , and. accepting this salvation .. In 
short, just as God's natural government places 
h,im.in a state of probation as to the duties and 
h~ppiness of this life; so does the ,dispensa
ti9nof the' gospel,. as to spiritual and eternal 
blessings,!;",,,, 
c_, 3. ,Then· it proposes, to. man. A SYSTEM- OF 

MEANS adapted to his powers.and faculties .. He 
is to.obtain grace and help in the use of-certain 
methods of instruction, appointed for that end; 
hy;~Almighty God. The :teading ,of -the, holy 
Scriptures, the public and private worship , of 
God, the sacraments, the formation, of habits, 
a:bstinenc~,from scenes of temptation, the,so
ciety and converse and example of the pious; 
these;, ,and,similar thing'S, . are the means iwhich 

1 Butler. 
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Christianityrsets(lbefore, him~ Into: the design 
ofi this'syste'm:of itieans:he jnust fall.' He' can 
obtain 'no;grace .. no;divin~'aid, no relief, no:par
don, no renewaL of..mind~,:'no direction, no coni'. 
fort; except,as he': heartily ,and' humbly places 
himself in the attitude. :0[, 'a diligent disciple: 
This is aJtogeth~rand most remarkably adapted 
for such a creature:as man, and precisely agrees 
with ,alLthe dealrngs,of ,God ,with him in his 
general providence; ,where 'little' is accomplished 
but by the , intervention :iofmeans. ' 

God,; indeed,i acts 'according to his own mer
cifulwill~ : in theTways: of, religion" as in' the 
operations 'of:nature::and,the' works of-provi
dence. : He ,gives' grace; he awakens the minds 
of. ,men;, he' disposes 'of: events: as he, pleases; 
But, all:this' is' designed' to hring us to use 
the means of religious improvement, which we 
were neglecting. Every extraordinaryoperit_ 
tion of mercy faUs: into,the system, by which 
God ordinarily. ,works.' , ' 

4. These rnethodsd)f I Almighty ,God :inthe 
application ,of ,the gospel, , entirely agree with 
THE OUTWARD: CIRCU!ISTANCl;S OF Ml\.N, IN 

THIS :WORLD. " Every:thing around us corre':' 
sponds with this par~icular plan. 

The' world is so :presented to man, his' duties 
so arise, his trials so embarrass; his social'affec"
tions so excite :him:; he is exposed to that in-
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terchangeof peace and trouble', of dissatisfac
tion and repose, of solicitation and forebodings--.:. 
that he is manifestly in a state of things adapt
ed to this probationary: operation of, the: gospel 
and this system of means. All is unintelligible 
without, the facts of the great remedy of salva
tion in its moral working-all is clear and con-

I , 

sistent, with, them. 
5.' Once more. The, remedy we are consi

dering, both in its stupendous features, and 
in its method of operation, ' is' ,calculated to 
DRAW OUT TO THE UTMOST ALL ,THE. POWERS 

AND FACULTIES OF MAN: It addresses his 
heart; it works upon him by the discovery of 
immense,love in Almighty God giving his own 
Son' for him. Itprese,nts God,as a father in all 
his benignity, his grace, his, pity,: his long" 
suffering. ' 

N ow nothing can fully unlock the powers of 
the human heart but' love-whatever addresses 
powerfully man's affections, in connexion with the 
discovery of elevating truth to the understand
ing, raises him to the utmost effort-terror drives 
him in upon himself-;-gratitude and love draw him 
out into voluntary and persevering enterprise. 

Now the remedy of the Bible restores man 
by presenting God as a father, a friend, a com
passionate and gracious sovereign, stooping with 
infinite condescension to, succour and save his 
creature. 
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Thus all the faculties of·man are carried out 
to the utmost. He' has the very thing pro-; 
posed to him which suits his nature, which ex
cites his 'Whole soul. which makes him most ac
tive and energetic in the noblest of all pursuits.) 

6. Thus it C'ARRIES HIM ON TO H rs TRUE 
END-an end, not narrow and earthly and de
basing-but the, highest. the most pure, the 
most ennobling that can be conceived-an end 
which man never' could have' discovered, and 
which nothing bilt the divine condescension and 
grace in redemption could have devised or made 
practicable. It makes the ever-blessed Creator 
the end of his creature-it presents God as the 

I 

centre of felicity"':-It sets before man the pur-
suit of God's favour, the preparation for the en
joyment of God, the hope of a. state permanent, 
exalted .• glorious-as the end to which he must 
direct all his powers;. and, in doing so, the 
gospel falls in exactly with his nature and its 
capacities as originally formed by the -divine 
wisdom. . 

What an adaptation, then, appears in this pe
culiar discovery of Revelation. A remedy of 
any kind, and working in a~yway, would make 
the Bible suited to man-suited is too weak a 
term-a remedy would make the Bible the glo
rious, joyful tidings of salvation to man .. But 
the remedy is yet enhanced in all its bearings 

1 Erskine. 
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upon him, when, though stupendous in some 
views, it yet~ in others, meets ~isreasonable and 
responsible nature,' ;works by rriotives, places 
him ·in a state of probation; proposes a system 
of means,corresponds with his actual situation 
in the world, draws out all his faculties, and 
carries him on to his highest end. 

IV. But further, the Bible is adapted for man, 
. because i~ is' CALCULATED FOR UNIVERSaL 
DIFFUSION UNDER ALL THE ENDLESS. DIVER
SITIES OF HIS STATE AND' CHARACTER; and 
this as well in matter as in manner. 

For when we turn from considerations like 
the preceding ones, ~hich relate to the Chris
tian religion in its most general aspects, as 
speaking with a tone of decision. and auth~
rity, as unfolding all the difficultIes of our SI
tuation, and as discovering an adequate .and 
surprising, remedy for our misery; . ,,:he~ ,,:e 
turn from all this to a view of Chnsttamty III 
the form of its communications-when we ask, Is 
the reliO'ion suited to man generally; man in all 

o d . 
ages, man under all circumstances; in a wor ,IS 
it meant for universal diffusion 1-we find that, 
both in the MATTER and MANNER of Revelation; 
there is a remarkable correspondence with the 
state and wants of the whole human race ..• 

L For as to the MATTER, it has little in.it that 
VOL. II. D 
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is, peculiar) exclu,sive, ·local; temporary. Its last 
dispensation, the Christian, isnot~ like the reli
gion:C!f Paganism, or the imposture of Mahomet, 
modelled for a, pa,rticu1ar:people, and the vices 

, and habits. preva]entamongstthem. It is not 
ev.en, 1ike, the limitea, and introductory religion 
of Judaism. .I Us .adapted for man, as man, in 
the essential powers and faculties of his nature. 
It is: suited for hi in; every where, and:under all 
circumstances, by. the :authority of its dictates, 
by the discovery of all his wants, by the mag-. 
nitude and efficacy, of .its salvation, by, the 
clearness and force of its evidences, by the sim
plicity;,of, its worsh,ip"by.the brevity'of its re
cords: 

; It especially consults, the case of .the poor-, 
that.is of the vast majority: of mankind; the 
class most pressed" by, affiiction~ most in need 
of means of instruction, most numerous, most 
neglected and even . scorned. by all , preceding 
religions-':'which philosophy overlooks, because 
it . has nothing essentially beneficial to pro
pose, and no plain and important discoveries 
to,. offer. To the poor. the. Saviour came; 
amongst the poor, he conversed ;. to them he 
preached. the gospel; their state he consulted. 
The B ible. elevat~s. the intellect, enlarges the 
powers, increases' the, happiness of the poor, 
without flattering their v'ices or concealing from 

.,' 
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them their duties',) or . lifting. them 'out of their 
station~ The institution' of a daY',of repose 
after the ,interval' of six'da!ys' labour, for the 
worship .of God" ,the contemplation or his 
spiritual" and the. preparationf~r'his etimiaJ; 
relations and destinies, is' an.unspeakable bless
in'g, :.displays .the suitableness of,; Revelation to 
the powers of man,' needing' recreation and rest. 
both for'bodyand mind~, No attempt1was ever 
mad~ for raising . the~character and· situation' of 
~he poor, .without inspiring, prid~ or' relaxing the 
bonds or domestic'and civil subjection, but by 
the gospel. '.. ,. : ,,: \.' . 
" The Bible !is:suite'd to all orders of intellect; 
like the works of nature, where the humblest 
artizan can trace some of those wonders, which 
the greatest philosophers cannot exhaust. The 
child meets with: what; suits his op'ening capa
~ities; the old and expe~ie~ced,: that which gives 
tranquillity andpeaee to. age. 

Then it 'follows all the improvements of man
kind in learning and science, in philosophy and 
the arts; and keeps above and beyond them 
all-opens its treasures as man ad~a~.ces .in' ca
pacity: for searching them out; 18 Illustrated 
and confirmed by every solid acquisition in hu
man knowledge; meets and suifs the mind of 
the savage emerging iD;to civilization; and 'yet 

D 2 
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~oars far above the intellect of the scholar and 
the divine in the; most refined advances _ of 
society. Like all the works of God, it is 
adapted to men in every stage of improvement. 
and the more it is studied, the more do th; 

,topics of admiration muhiply. . 

There is also a completeness in the Bible for 
its proper end. All that man's necessitiesras 
to. practical knowledge and present aid, re~ 
qUIre, you. find there; all the circumstances, 
all the dutIes, , all the emergencies, of man are 
consulted. It is completely fitted for him; 
having no omissions, no redundancies. no de~ 
fects, no provisions ,nor directions forgotten or 
left out. 

And yet, with all this suitableness to man
kind in all ages, and under all circum.stances~ it 
seems to address each individual in particular. 
The truth of the, description, the exact fitness 
of the doctrines for man, are such that everyone 
thinks his own case consulted. The Bible, 
says Mr. Boyle, like a well-drawn portrait, 
seems to look every beholder full in the face 
In fact, it is the book made for man: not:fi . 

. h' . or 
m~n III t IS or that age, of this or that class, of 
thIS or that order of intellect, but man univer
saIl!, on the. footing of those capacities, wants, 
feelIngs, WhICh are cOqlmon to the whole race. 
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2. Nor is the FORM in which God communi
cates truth in the Scriptures, less fitted for us 
than the matter. 
. The style is plain and simple. There is 
nothing of science, nothing of human research, 
nothing of artificial eloquence. It is. above 

" all this. It abounds with figures and metaphors 
the most simple, the most beautiful, the'most in
telligible, the most congruous. Medicine and 
agricu1ture, as Lord Bacon .observes, are the 
chief sources of the Scripture images-sources 
open to man universally. 

The perspicuity of the Biqle makes it level, in 
its main instructions, to the most untutored mind; 
as well a8 the most refined; whilst the depths 
contained in its mysteries, ~nd the occasional 
difficulties of its allusions, exercise and surpass 
the greatest powers. The variety of matter in 
the Bible is such as to excite and reward the 
diligence of every inquirer. 

It is the most brief, and yet the most full 
and. copious' of writings; the most brief, be
cause it passes over, for the most part, all infe- ' 
riot matters; the most copious, because it dwells 
at great length on important ones. . Two thou
sand years are compressed into fifty short 
chapters; whilst that abridged history expands 
into the most minute details of the family 
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scenes of some, of the patriar.chs.1 Indeed, it.de
lights in domestic narratives, and thus touches 
the very heart of man in his earliest youth. 

, Who .has not ,wept over the history of Joseph, 
and -felt the deepest ~ompassionat theaffiictiou 
of Job? 

It ,teaches .very :gluch .by great Jactsand.a '+ 

few powerful principles, applicable! to ten thou
sand particular cases;;without danger oftnistake 
fro~ a.ny. indivitl:uaL;"'and: yet it,occasiQual:ly 
e~ters mto t~e detail :of the application.of them, 
to assist the hesitating 'mind. .The method, of 
our Lord'.s teaching, ~as 'we shall see berea:fte~ 

, , 
,,:as the best' .adapted to man of any ever yet 
dIscovered fOl'conveying. instruction; .: ; 

The large portions of history, biography, pro,:, 
phecy" devotion,··mixedwith 'each: other, and 
interwoven wjth:do.ctriries the most important, . 
go to involve tr.uthin man's habit.tlal feelings, and 
convey it clothed in·ita:wost attractive forms 
and applied to refll 'life. ",~'l _ 

The human 'style and"manner in which the 
diyine inspirfttion appea"red, following the cast 
of. mind of each: writer,· and allowing him the 
fr,eest use.' of. his 'natural: ,powers,2' makes the' 
Book tile book .of jnan-'--popular and aa:ecti~g. 

I Gen~si~~.Abraha;U', Jac~h; J~seph, 
, , '2 See Leet, xii. and xiii. 
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The light of the mi.turalsun is not more adapted 
for the human eye, than the records of Revela
tion for the nlind and powers of man. 

It is, however, important to observe, that 
Christianity, in all this scheme of adaptation, 
CONNIVES AT :NO ONE VICE. It is not in 
agreement with the vicious inclinations and 
perverted ~m of man; but it is suited to man 
in the proper ~lseof the term '; to' man as origi
nally formed and, de'stilled Jor eternity; to Inan 
as weak and fallen, and needing rest9ration 
and grace. It never bends to' him; it .never 
flatters him~ It ,S fitted, not to certain passions 
of man, for certain purposes, and, in a certain 
way-no proof of . imposture could be more 
sure-' but to the whole charaCter of 'man in. all 
the parts of his moral constitution, with: the 
direct view of ,remedying ,and healing what is 
corrupted and diseased' in him.' Heathenism~ 
Mahometanism, Infidelity, are adapted to man, 
so far as they suit, his corrupt passions and 

\d h" flatter his pride. Christianity' is suite to 1m 
in a higher,and more appropria~e sense-, to his 
original capacities, to his actual state of want 
and sorrow, to his eternal destinies;' to bring 
him back to the first, to deliver him from the 
second, to prepare him for the third. 
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It is to he noted, further, that THIS ADAPTA
'fION DOES NOT STRIKE THE MIND IN ALi ITS 

PARTS AT ONCE; hut appears after a period 
of. c.onsideration and reflection, and in' pro ..... ' 
po~tIon as we are in a right state for judgin~ 
of It. "" 
. So~e parts, .. indeed, force themselves upou" ~" 

our vIew. at the first contemplation; for in
stance, as Revelation restrains man, gives him a 
law,. reveals his relation to Almighty God, and 
refers him to an eternal judgment. But the 
main peculiarities of Revelation do 110t strike 
him at first. . The principal features and many 
.o~ the details of Scripture doctrine, precept, and 
hIstory, would not have occurred to him as pro-
per to he made universally known. Man would 
no~ have drawn the picture of human nature so 
dark; he wo'uld never have dared to lay open 
the recesses of th'e human heart; he would not. 
have left so much undiscovered of the ways of 
God;. he would not have adopted such a fami
liarity Of style and illustration; he would not 
have exposed, the perverseness of the chosen 
nation, nor the falls and infirmities of the 
saints. He is' revolted at much of this at first. 
The Revelation is not. the sort of record' he 
would have expeCted. Man would have pre-
ferred something more' grand, more showy, 
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more specious, more free from mystery. He 
would have had a Revelation more noble and 
elevated, .according to human judgment.1 

Such, however, was not the wisdom of God. 
Regardless of human prejudice, he has given a 
Revelation really, though not in all its parts 
apparently, adapted to man. Divine wisdom 
leaves man to find this out by observation, hy 
experience, by the knowledge of his own wants 
and weaknesses. By degrees he, perceives that 
God is wiser than he: at length he acknow
ledges the adaptation of every part; the neces
sity of what he thought less needful; the depth 
of what he deemed to be superficial; the dig
nity and condescension of wha~ he considered 
too familiar; . the suitableness of what he con
demned as peculiar or dangerous. 

Again: this adaptation, running through the 
whole contexture of Revelati.on, was not con
trived in these later ages, but is a PROSPECTIVE 
SCHEME FORMED BY THE . WISDOM OF GOD, 
AND REVEALED PERFECT AND COMPLETE AT 

. , . 
ONCE, to he developed and admired as occaSIOn 
served, and new exigences brought to light its 
innate congruity. 

Human legislation is retrospective; it is 
grounded on the experience of the past: when 
it attempts to reason a pl'iori on the future, its 

I Miller's Bampton Lect. 
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plans are .miserably defective, and so'on become 
inapplicable. Divine Revelation knew what 
was in man from the first, and provided for it 
with unerring care. 

The Bible was not written after the ·a.rts and 
sciences and civilization had opened all the 
sources of natural knowledge. No. You must .... 
take your stand with M~ses, ohe thousand five 
hundred years before Christ, and conceive what 

I , 

was the prescient wisdom which adapted his 
writings to man living at a distance of three or 
four thousand years. You must go back, with 
David and Isaiah ,and Malachi, and then esti
mate the evidence arising from the suitableness 
of ~n their writings; not only to their cOhtempo
ranes, but to men of all times •. You must imagine . 
yourselves in the company of apostles and evan
gelists-fishermen, tent-makers-and consider 
whence they had that. wisdom, which one thou
~and eight .hundred years have served .only to 
Illustrate. An adaptation extending so wide, 
and appearing more and more as our experience 
enlarges, and. which yet was infused into the 
original composition of the Revelation, ages be ... 
fore the occasions could arise for developili.g it, 

, marks the Divine hand from which it came. 
< ! '. ~.' . :.':,,; • ~, ::.... :, 

Let it. be observed" ,finally, as THE APPLI
CATION of the whole subject, that as' all this 
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argument rests on the particular .circumstances 
and wants of man-is a consideration of the 
suitableness of Christianity to his obvious state 
in this world, therefore, 

THE POINT OF VlEW FROM WHICH 'rOBE
HOLD THIS OBJECT ARIGHT, IS FROM THE 
MIDST OF HUMAN WEAKNESS, MISERY, AND 

SORROW. 
. The .Bible, professes to be a remedy fo~. sin 
and guilt, for ,darkness and' fear, fo~.forebodmg~ 
of futurity, and dissatisfaction at earthly SOUf?eS 
of happines~. So long as . you think yourself 
not of this number, the gospel is not capable of 

. appearing to you in this.branch.of-its evidence, 
at least in the most striking. and important parts 
of it, as emanating from a Divine hand.l 

'1 

I must send you back to the external proofs, 
or allow :youtodweH on those palpable and 
lower points, of suitableness which. the autho
rity and the morals,. of the Christian religion 

present. . ' . 
. When you begin to feel'anght-. when~ from 
the external evidences and the general VIew 'of 
the adaptation, you are led to enter practically 
upon the business of your. salvation, to r~ad 
what the Bible says of your state, your dutIes, 
your"danger, your obligation to Almighty God, 
your violation of that obligation a th,ousand and 

I Bishop Sherlock. 



44 APPLICATION. [LECT. XIV. 

a thousand times-when you begin to compare 
those statements with your actual state, and 
to pray in earnest for grace and directioil'" 
t~~t is, when ~ou know and feel your real con~ 
ditIOn, then wIll this argument rise upon your 
view. You will feel the need of an authori
tative guide to decide upon what is truth, you 
will feel the exact correspondence betwe:n the 
description of. the Bible and your own state' 
yo.u will perceive the magnitude and appro~ 
pnateness . of the' remedy which it reveals. 
Thus you will stand in the right light to 
catch the beauty and perfections of Revelation 
which, if you view it from a false position, wili 
present only a confused mass of unmeanino
forms. '. 0 

I appeal to those devout· Christians who are 
best capable of judging of what is suited to 
man in all the extent of his wants.-Tell me if 
you do not .find the. Scriptures adapted to all 
!our e~igenci~s. Tell me if this does not give 
It a dIrect, practic~l authority in your judg
~ent. Tel.l me'if there is not a completeness 
In the SCrIptures which meets every varied 
case under all imaginable circumstances. .Tell 
me wh~ther, as. life flows on and your experi
ence WIdens, thIS suitableness ,doth not appear 
more and more evident. Tell me whether 
new views of it do not open upon you, as you 
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arrive at new points of prospect in the. jour
ney of life. Tell me whether, in the seasons 
of affliction, in the times of awakenings of 
conscience, in the moments of reflection 
upon your past life, in the conflicts of anxiety 
and the forebodings as to eternity;-tell me 
whether, as you ascend the hill, and approach 
the lofty summit, and command a wider pro
spect and a clearer and more unclouded hori
zon, you do nO,t behold more distinctly the 

. adaptation' of Christianity to your state and 
wants, to the real relation of things, to your 
fears and sorrows, to your most importunate 
interests. Tell me, in' fine; whether the con
firmations arising. from this sourc'e, do not give 
to the proofs arising from external evidences a 
softness and richness of persuasion, a power of 
communicating repose and peace to the mind, a 
perception of the excellency and fitness of the 
remedy of the gospel, .which endears it to your 
heart, and raises to a demonstration your assu~ 
rance that it is indeed the Revelation of God. 
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LECtbRE' XV. 
. . '. \.. ; ~ . . 

"THE' EXGELLENCIES;OF'THE DOCTRINES OF 

, CHRISTIANITY.' 
, " 

l' JOHN'iv.:8_'fo.,. 
'God' is' love;; .liz this-; J'as: 'rnditifesiU the love of 

God towar~s ~s~ bec~use 'that 'Goa 'jent his only 
-, begotten ~ Son' 'i1iio ' the! world, ' tkat 'we might live 

throtighi.hirii:'! l1eteiiz is 'I(Yve; not'that we loved 
God/b'ut that ?ie"loved:~s, and sent his Son to 
ke the propitiation fdr our siri~~ . . i 

" ~ ~ .. r! t.: "1 

HA VING considered the 'general suitableness of 
the Christian Revelation to ·the, obvious' state 
and wants ofmaIi~',:wedome now to point out 
the excellency 'of' its doctrines; that is, of the 
leading truths which are made known to us on 
the authority of the religion. Some of these 
relate to the bei'ng and perfections of the Deity, 
and others to a stupendous sch'eme which he 
has been pleased to reveal for the redemption 
of man. ' 

Here, then, the propriety of the limits to 
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which we~ have corifinedihe'lhternah:widences 
becomes:obvi(H:is~ For-of the counsels of the 
incomprehensible God, w~at can man, abstract
edlyspeakin'g, know 1 Of the various: methods 
of his dealings with his creatures in tneir fallen 
stat'e what can human wisdom; df'it'self~ deter-, 
mine 1 ,On such subjects we'aresih~nt,; andhav
ing received the divine communications on'the , 
ground of external 'testimony, we, receive the 
doctrines as converts and disciples~ and accept 

, the' Revelation -its~lf as ari ' autnority' for what 
it contains.1 ; , , . " 

Having done this, we are in a condition to 
trace out various 'indications 'of glory and ex~ 
cellericy in" the doctrines thus' admitted, or 
rather in certain"parts of them ; and these indi
cations furnish a' 'soUl:ce of'important subsidiary 
evidence; \. ' ':, , , .. 

': Le'tus, then; first 'ehumerat'~, iit'this view, 
the CHIEF DOCTrtINESOI<' :THEiCHRISTIAN RE
LIGI,9N; and, secondly, point out the particu
lars in which SOMETHING OF THEIR DIVINE 
EXCELLENCY MAY BE PERCEIVED. 

'In doing this, it will be impossible not to 
touch on some of the points noticed under the 
adaptation o(Christianity, in its most general 
sense, to the wants of man; for the doctrines 
are only the details of that subject. At the . ., 

1 Davison. 
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same time, a: wide distinction in the conduct 
and results of the argument will appear.1 

I. I propose to review the chief doctrines of 
the Christian religion. 

1. The first relates to the BEING, PERFEC
TIONS, AND PROVIDENCE OF THE ONE .LIVING -'# 

AND TRUE GOD. The Bible begins here. It 
teaches us .that there. is one eternal, self-exist
ing, and all-glorious Being, who created the 
world out of nothing, and who is the sovereign, 
the proprietor, the preserver, and the Lord of 
all. things. 

The UNITY' of this ever-blessed God, in 
opposition to the idols of the heathen worship; 
and his GLORIOUS PERFECTION S, BOTH ESSEN
TIAL AND MORAL, in opposition to the vices, 
and p,assions, and prejudices, by which the 
pagan deities were described as actuated are . - , 
the first elements of revealed truth. 

I A more serious difficulty arises from the necessity of 
empl?ying terms and referring to doctrines which suppose a 
knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, and some general ac
quaintance with Christianity in its chief details. This diffi
culty attends every branch of the internal evidences, but 
peculiarly the consideration of the doctrines of Revelation. 
It will be lessened as the· student advances in his inquiry 
-and with regard to the great body of young people, whom 
I have especially in view, and who have been instructed 
from infancy in the Christian religion, it scarcely exists. 
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The glory of our God is his HOLINEss-that 
combination of all his moral attributes, of jus
tice, truth, faithfulness, purity, love, wisdom, 
which constitutes the perfection of his charac
ter; and to which the essential attributes of 
omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, are 
subservient. 

With this is connected the exercise of his 
ABSOLUTE SOVEREIGNTY, his dominion over 
all, his doing according to his will, as the pro
phet speaks, in the army of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth;l his working all 
things, as the apostle terms it, after the counsel of 
his own will.'}. 

The PROVIDENCE OF GOD is that constant 
operation of his power by which he accom
plishes his designs. To this never-failing care 
nothing is great, nothing little. It more par
ticularly concerns itself with the affairs of men, 
and orders with a paternal regard the minutest 
concerns of the church and the world. 

The HOLY, JUST, AND GOOD LAW OF 
GOD, by which his. reasonable creatures are 
ruled, follows,-that law which is the tran
script of the divine perfection a~ to its purity 
and goodness; and which is as equitable as it 
is holy; demanding nothing but what man, 
created in his Maker's image, was adequate to 

I Dan. iv. 35. • Eph. i. II. 
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perform, and which be would have found the 
purest happin«;!$s in, accomplishing. 

Su~h is the scriptural charaGter of God, not 
one trait of w,hich wa:~ Qo~plet€:lly known to the 
H;eathen I)atiqn!;., 'J;'pe~~ deities were wQrs~ 
than ordinary wic~eQ, lllen-full 9f ambition, 
malice, cruelty, lust, deceit. One w~s the GQq ',+ 

of thieves, another of wa,J,', a third o( wine: 
Their histories are histories of crime and chi
cane, of prige ~nd, con~ention. Th(;lir supreme 
Jupiter is never introdu,9.~d, QQt ~n the form of 
human folly, with hUWqn vices, and qIlgaged in 
criminal hUlpan pursuits. 

The Bible, is the only book which lays ~he 
foundatioI). of; J,'elig~oJ1 .. it;l the unity, perfections, 
and sovereign,ty of th~ self-existing Jehovah. 
The Bible is thf( only Q,ook that introduces tb"e 
great God speak;iIlg in ,a manner worthy of him
self, with dignity, ~m~b,pdty. sovereign m,aje$ty j 
whilst his conqes~~q~jQ~l i,n using a 'language 
adapted t<;>, 01,1,1,'- c.Qmprehensions, and borrowed 
from our lQa,nn~r of p~r:ceiving things, only 
deepens the im,pJ,'~s$ion 9f wisdom and grace, 
which is left upon the mind. 

~" From the QP,~ty alld holiness of God flows 
the next impqrtant doctrille of Revelation, THE 

GUILT AND CONDE¥NATION OF MAN ,AS A 

TRANSGRESSOR AGA,INST HIM:. 

The Bible teaches the extent of human apos-
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tacy, by teaching the character ofthe God whom 
he has offended and of the law which, he has 
broken. Heathenism had only some faint and par .. 
tial views of man's sinfulness; it had lost the very 

, notion of sin as committed against the majesty, of 
God. The Christian Revelation opens the whole 
doctrine, as dependent on the two facts of the 
original innocency and of the fall of man, which 
we noticed' in the last lecture-it states, that 
by one man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sinl-it declares that men are corrupt and 
depraved, guilty and helpless-it details man's' 
weakness and apathy as to spiritual things, . 
the blindness of his understanding, the per .. 
verseness and rebellion of his will, the aliena
tion of his heart from God and goodness. 

It treats him as a sinner, accountable indeed¥ 
and with some fragments and traces of a moral 
nature, and capable of restoration by the grace 
of God in redemption; but in himself impo~ 
tent-unable to offer any atonement for his past 
offences-unable, because unwilling, to return 
to his duty to God-without knowledge of di
vine truth, without strength, without a right 
determination of the will-without any means 
of devising or entering upon a way of deliver-
ance. , 

This description of the guilt and fony of man 
is widely different from that given in any other 

I Rom. v. 12. 

E 2 
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book,and yet it is the only account verified by 
experience and' the evidence of facts. Every 
other statement is ,contradicted by the history 
of all nations, contradicted by the precautions 
in every political enactment, contradicted by the 
daily judgment~hich each man is compelled to 
form of others. And the more anyone will --.. 
watch his own' motives, intentions, imagina
tions, and desires, the more clearly will it ap
pear to him th,at the Scripture gives a far more 
just account of himself, than he himself could 

, have done. 

It is here important to remark, that Revela
tion did not create this state of 'misery and 
guilt; it merely describes it according to the 
truth of the case, and in order to an effectual 
cure. The state of things is the same, whether 
Christianity be true or not. The facts remain 
the same. , Deism and the natural government 
of God are as much open to objections on this 
ground as Revelationl-but Revelation, finding 
man in this fallen condition, makes known the 
cause, declares the extent and consequences of 
human guilt, and.then presents a remedy. And 
the conscience of every individual, when duly 
informed of the decisions of Revelation, re
sponds to the ch~rge, and discerns in its own 
case the truth· therein communicated. This 
doctrine of man's guilt, and of the consequent 

. I See Lect. xxi. 
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penalty of God's violated law, is one of the pe
culiarities of the Bible. Upon this all its ad
dresses proceed-this is the state which is taken 
for granted, as sufficiently proved: by the voice 
of conscience in the culprit, and the relation in 
which he confessedly stands to an .almighty 
and infinitely holy Creator and Judge. 

3. And thus the way is prepared for the stu
pendpus discovery of REDEMPTION IN THE IN
CARNATION AND SACRIFICE OF THE ONLY 
BEGOTTEN SON OF GOD.1 

The grand and all-important d~ctrine of the 
Christian religion is this, that God 80 loved the 
world, sunk in the gnilt and ruin of sin, that he 
gave, as the free act of his infinite benevolence, 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him, should not perish, but have everlasting life:}. 
A'discovery this so astonishing in all its parts, 
as to absorb and overwhelm every other, and to 
form the grand centre around which the sys
tem of Christian truth revolves. 

The incarnation of the SonofGod by the power 
I For Revelation makes known a plurality'of persons in 

the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost-of 
whose mode of subsistence indeed it gives no information, 
but whose offices in the economy of redemption it considers 
es~ential to every part of that dispensation; whilst the doc
trine is so Iltated as to be in no respect inconsistent with the 
unity of the divine essence. 

2 John iii. 16 . 
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of_ the Holy Ghost iri the womb of the Virgin 
Mary-the state of humiliation upon which he 
thus entered-his life of sorrow, reproach, igno
miny-his bitter and unutterable sufferings in 
the garden of Gethsemane, before the bar of 
Pontius Pilate, and on the cross---his death by 
the most cruel, lingering and servile punish
ment of crucifixion, constitute .that meritorious 
obedience and all-perfect sacrifice, by which 
sin is expiated, God reconciled to his rebellious 
creatures, and the Holy Ghost vouchsafed for 
tlie renovation of the human heart. 

The proper vicarious n~ture of these suffer'
ings, in the place· and stead of the transgres
sor-the substitution of the divine surety and 
Redeemer, in the room of the guilty culprit
the atonement thus made to the moral righteous
ness of the great Governor of all-the display of 
that righteousness, so that God may now appear 

just and yet the Justifier of him that believeth in 
Jesus, I-these topics prepare for THAT GREAT 

DOCTRINE OF JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH ONLY, 

which is the leading truth, of the whole gospel, 
as the incarnation of Christ is the commanding 
discovery, and his meritorious death the great 
vindication of the divine holiness. This justifi
cation includes the remission of sins, and the 
being accounted and treated as righteous before 

I Rom. iii. 26. 
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God; and is followed by acceptance, adop
tion into his family, and the hope of everlast-

, lng life. . 
the exaltation of the Son of God to a state 

of glory ~nd dominion, as mediator, at the right 
hand of the Father-where in out nature he sits, 
angels. and principalities and powers being made 
suldect to him, I till he shall come the second time 
to judge the quick and the dead-conciudes and 
-shuts up the doctrine of rede'mptioh ; a doctrine 
this, which is peculiar to Revelation in: a sense 
more strict than any of the preceding. Fot 
the unity and perfections of God might be faintly 
understood by the things that are rnade'l.-·· and the 
guilt and ruin of man have been in some measure 
felt and acknowledged in all ages,-,--:hut the 
doctrine of redemption is a discovery as new 
as it is momentous-the great end, as it is the 
brightest glory,' of the Christian religion. 

4: The doctrine of THE PERSONALITY AND 

bPERATIONS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, follo'ws 
upon the preceding; and, is a part, or rather 
a consequence, of the redemption of Christ. 
For the Bible reveals a comforter and sanctifier, 
as \ve11 as a redeemer and saviour. The Holy 
Ghost, the third person iIi the Godhead, (for 
the trl-unity of the ever-blessed God seems only 
revealed so far as man's salvation is concerned), 

1 1 Pet. iii. 22. 2 Rom. i. 20. 
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is the divine agent in the sanctification of man. 
He makes effectual to its true ends the .love of 
God our heavenly Father, and the grace and 
sacrifice of Christ our great Redeemer. He 
abides with th~ church for ever, as its advocate, 
comforter, teacher, guide,sanctifier. It is by 
him the Holy Scriptures were indited, as we 
showed in_the Lectures on the Inspiration;' and 
it is by him the understanding of man is illumi
nated rightly to receive ,those records. His ope
rations, secret to us, accompany the mini.stry of 
the word of Jesus Christ. These influences are 
not generally distinguishable, except in their 
effects, from the acts of our own mind. They 
stimulate the decisions of conscience, they as
sist and strengthen and inform the judgment; 
they gently and, gradually sway the determi
nations of the will; ,they thus cute the distem
pers of the soul, and enable man to receive and 
use aright the records of the sacred Scriptures. 

The renovation and new creation of man after 
God's image; his, regeneration; his being re
stored in some measure to his original upright
ness; his ,being re-cast, as it were, and made 
over again by a heavenly birth; his transition 
from spiritual death to spiritual life and' acti
vity-or, what is the same thing in other terms, 
his being formed to a love and pursuit of holi-

1 Lect. xii. and xiii. 
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ness, to a choice of spiritual things, toa hatr~d 
of sin as sin, to s~preme love to God and Jesus 
Christ his Saviour, to resignation and acqui
es~ence in God's holy will and sovereignty in 
providence and grace-in a word, his being 

"trained to that peculiar kind of life which springs 
from gratitude and love, and produces the fruits 
of aU good works-this mighty change, by the 
power .of the Holy Ghost, is the grand operation 
attributed to t~at divine person in the Chris
tian system. 

5. The doctrines of THE SACRAMENTS; AND 

THE OTHER MEANS OF GRACE AND INSTRUC

TION may, perhaps, not appear, at first, of 
sufficient importance to accompany the pro
digious discoveries of the preceding topics; 
and yet, so far as man is concerned, they are 
so essential to a right reception of the peculiar 
truths of Revelation, as to demand a brief no
tice. For the immense blessings of redemption 
are not merely revealed, but a subordinate sys
tem of means is connected with them. Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper are appointed visibly to 
represent and seal; and convey, in some measure, 
to those who receive them rightly, the grace of 
God and hi!;> consolations of pardon and peace 
of conscience; 'as well as to be a bond of 
union and a badge of mutual faith amongst 
Christians. The spiritual repose of the sab-
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b~th; the ordinances of public prayer and 
preaohing; the study of ·the Holy Scriptures; 
the labours of an order of men appointed for 
the religious instruotion· of mankind, are all 
means of graoe~the use of which means, con
nected with exertion on our part in every branch 
of practical Ohristianity;. with watchfulness, 
resistance against temptation, and continual 
private prayer and. self"examination, brings 
down Christianity to the immediate conscience 
and duty of man, whose reasonable and ac
countable nature is thus COl1su~ted, in the midst 
of the glories of the redemption which would 
seem to overwhelm it.··· 

6 .. THE RESURRECTION OF THE DEAD AND 

THE LAS'r SOL~MN JUDGMENT, with a cohse
quent state of endlesg happiness or misery, close 
the summaI'y~truths these j familiar to uS from 
our infancy, and often admitted by the Deist, 
and even claimed by him as the dictate of natural 
religion; and yet which reason never could dis
cover of herself--..never clear from distracting 
doubt-never establish upon just principles---. 
never prevent from being lost in vague and su
perstitious fables. Revelation alone settles the 
question-asserts the resurrection of the body
makes known the final judgment-declares the 
person of the Judge~prescribes .the rules on 
which his decision will proceed-gives a ·spe-
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cimen of the conduct of that fast assize-and 
pronounces the endless punishment of the un
godly, and the everlasting felicity of the righ
teous. 

What discoveries these!-that this world is 
only the preparation for another-that man's life 
here is only thefirst stage of his long and·immea
surable journey~that all oUr actions have co~se
quences unutterably momentous-that a final 
judgment will arrange all the inequalities of the 
present initiatory state-that all the parts of 
the divine proceedings; now incompletely re
vealed, will be harmoniously displayed before 
all the assembled intelligences of the universe
that fallen angels and men will be judged. in 
righteousness, (conscience being the chief wit
ness,) and be allotted to the several states of 
happiness or misery for which they are severally 
fitted, as well as judicially and most justly as
signed by the voice of the omnipotent J udge
What a s~ene! What consequences I 

When our Lord uttered that one sentence, 
The hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and sha?l come 
forth; they that have done good, unto the resur· 
rection of life, and they that have done evil, unto 
the resurrection of damnation,l- he pronounced 
a doctrine, which for clearn'ess, for importance, 

1 John v. '28, '29. , 
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for, new and decisive authority, for influence 
upon the conduct, of man, is unparalleled by all 
that philosophy or natural reason ever tanght. 

Such is Christianity in her main doctrines. 
Let us then proceed to point out, 

II. The particulars in which their DIVINE '-# 

GLORY AND EXCELLENCY MAY, IN CERTAIN 

UESPECTS, BE P'ERCEIVED. We observe, then, 
that, 

1. These doctrines ALL EMANATE FROM 

THE CHARACTER OF GOD AS DRAWN IN THE 

HOLY. SCRIPTURES. They flow from that as
semblage of glorious attributes-from that in
finite holiness and goodness which the Revela
tion a,scribes to the one living and true God. 

. All the heathen ·deities are corrupt, and the 
corrupters of their followers. The character of 
their gods is ignoble, vile, contemptible; their 
vices and follies weigh. down their religion, 
degrade all their ceremonies~ infect the ele
ments of their worship. 

The heathens sustained their superstitions 
as well as they could, notwithstanding the 
character of their deities. Conscience, tra
dition, political ends, . served to bear up the 
mass of superincumbent ·absurdity and vice. 
In Christianity, all depends and rests with 
its whole weight, on the infinite holiness and 
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goodness of the Almighty Jehovah. It is the 
character of our God from which all our doc
trines emanate; the guilt of man is what this 
ineffable purity teaches as an inevitable conse
quence; the mighty work of redemption agrees 
with the unspeakable love and benevolence of 
his moral attributes; the gift of his own Son, 
and the mission of the Spirit, when revealed, 
are seen exactly to become the divine compas
sion and grace. 
.' Man has ever been found to bear a resem
blance to the object of his worship.· In Chri~.; 
tianity, the' one true God surpasses in purity 
aU his creatures, is the infinitely excellent. 
object of love and imitation, and draws man 
upwards to holiness and obedience . 

This holiness of God penetrates every· part 
of the religion, sustains it, gives birth to its 
details, demands and renders necessary its pro
visions, and constitutes its excellency and 
glory. It is this which is the spring of all the 
virtues of Christian worshippers. The more the 
attributes and works of God-his sovereignty~ 
his law, his providence, his gift of a Saviour, 
his promise of the Holy Spirit, his declara
tions of a future judgment-are considered, the 
better and holier men become. The glory of 
the Lord is the sum a~d end of. every thing·; 
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the first source and final cause of all purity and 
alI joy. , 

2. Th~reis.,in the next place, a SIlIULICITY 

in the doctrines of Christianity which forms a 
part of their excell~nce. They may be summed 
up in three plain and obvious points: the,cor
ruption of man; the reconciliation of man· to 
God; and the restoration of man to his original 
purity and d.ignity ;~points s_o simple,that hu
man nature, in all ages, acknowledged them in 

. her feeble manner,orrather guessed at and de
sired them .. The fall she could not b.ut perceive 
aud feel at all times; a way of atonement by 

. sacrifice she ever wished for, but wished for in 
vain; a source of strength and consolation she 
breathed after, bQt knew not whence it must 
flow. Revelati<)ll comes in. Its doctrines are 
found to embrace the very points after which 
nature frQitIessly panted. Thus simple is her 
system~the fall and the recovery of man em
brl;l.ce every thing. 

And Qot only so; thesedoctrines rest on a very 
few prominent facts, which are first established, 
and then employed for the purpose of instructing 
us in the doctrin~s. The corruption and guilt of 
man is a doqtrine resting on the fact of the trans
gression of our first parents. The incarnation, 
from which the doctrines of justification and 

LECT. xv.] DOCTRINES. 63 

sanctification are consequences or uses, is a 
fact, The existence and operations of the 
Holy Spirit are fact& of practical and \miversal 
application in every age, 

This simplicity of the Christian system is 
in remarkable contr<;lst with the confusioI;l and 
compIic<;ltion of the theories of men, . which, 
resting on no- positive facts, are vague and 
unsubstantial. Like th~ works of c{eation, 
Chdstianity ex.h~bits an artless simplicity in 
the few and. prominent facts OT;l which it is 
bt,Ut; so totally differ.en,t from the clumsy and 
artificial prodQctious of I1).all,. 

3. But there is at the same time A SURPAS.S

ING GRAN1)EUI,l A~P S\JBL~MI'J,'Y in these doc
trines, which tbat very siwplicity the. more 
illustrates. H .i& simple ... indeed. as referring 
to a few point~, and resting on certain facts; 
but these po~n.ts, are. so infinitely important to 
man, and these facts axe so grand and stl,l~ 

pendous, that ~t is impossible for, the human 
mind fully to grasp them, even when revealed. 
All is stupendous in redemption.;, the divine 
persons engaged in contriving ap.d. executing 
it; the length of time during which it Wa& 

preparing; the gradual announcement of it, 
for four thousand years: the glory and diffi
culty of the Saviour's enterprize in accomplish
ing it; the mysterious union of Deity and 
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humanity in'. his person; the force and number 
9f the enemies. overcome, especially his con
quest over the malice and power of the great 
spiritual adversary;1 the blessings which his 
redemption procured; the eternalconsequences 
dependent on its acceptance or rejection'; t~ 
holy angels; the messengers and ministers orit ""', 
and the. eager inquirers into its manifold wis
dom-all give it· a greatness and excellency 
becoming the infinite majesty of the divine 
Author of our religion. Every thing is little, 
mean, limited, uninteresting, worthless, com
pared with THE EXCE'LLENCY OF THE KNOW

LEDGE OF CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD.2 The 
value of the soul'of man, and the depth of its 
fall, are. best known from the astonishing method 
of recovery here' revealed. A God incarnate , 
a God humbling himself, a God interposing, 
bleeding, agonizing, for man his creature, is a 
fact of such grandeur and majesty as to be 
quite beyond the command and faculty of the 
human mind. 
. As the vastness of the universe, the more 
it is discovered and traced out, heightens our 
conception· of the glory and power' of God-

1 The Revelation makes known the existence and agency 

of angels; both of those who fell, arid of those who kept their 
first innocency .. 

, Phil. iii. 8. 
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worlds upon worlds-systems upon systems
the starry heavens, an assemblage of suns, each 
surrounded with its planetary attendants-till 
the mind is lost in the contemplation. So the 
magnitude of redemption overwhelms the 
mind; the greatness of one part pressing upon 
another; calculation defeated, and imagination 
exhausted in pursuing consequence after con
sequence, till faith itself toils in vain to follow 
out the Revelation which it can never fully 

comprehend. 
4. But the HARMONY of all its parts, and 

the manner in which it is represented, stamps 
a divine authority upon the Christian doc-

trine. , 
Like the stones of a well-constructed arch, 

every part of t~e doctrine of Revelation is not 
only essential to the rest, but occupies the 
exact place which gives union and stability to 
the whole. The different doctrines cohere. They 
all unite in the' guilt and corruption of man, 
and in the incarnation and sacrifice of Christ. 
If anyone part be taken away, the remaind~r 
becomes disjointed and useless. For what IS 

the doctrine of redemption, without that of the 
fall? or that of the fall, without the doctrine of 
redemption? And what is the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit, unless sustained by both the pre
ceding? And what is the infinitely holy cha-

VOL. II. 
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racter,o{ God".if separated from the other QOG:-i 

trines, of wh ic);! , it·is .the key;-stqne-the essen- I 

tiaI,primarypart"which knits the whole. a,I;chlt 
together?,.· i; ',: 'il :;"'.1; .;. , .. ; j,' .. ,.,. 

. Redemption' displays,. also, in combinatiQlk_ 
and harrilony~ all the divine perfections in \l.ndi,., 
minished, yea augmented ·glory. To ,exerci&~!i ~ 
mercy and grace in accordance with.all the ends p 

of justice; to pardon, and yet to expres.~ th~ .uth, I, 
most abhorence of sin; to. unite truth,i.n l~.e, 

same act with compassion; to displaya manifold 
wisdom in the way.of'reGqnciling the ends of a,; 
holy legisl.ationwith, the, salva~ion of. the·. ~i,QneI;; .. 
to exhibit; all;, the i divine. perfection~.ijjn· ,()n~l' . 
sche~e whic.b. ~h,all ,oJ>scure. none,. and; yetgiy~ I 
to mercy ,the, occasion of Invoicing against judg-, ~ 
ment,~~all tQis" is the. evidence o£:· a,' h~~~qI,lYI: 
truly' divine.. .~. ' .' ' J;,:>, "'.\I<.l. 

Nor do the representations of this!schemeiail· 
to"give ,the just impression. of this bea\ltifu!· 
accordance. All the sacre,d writers unite .in the, 
great outline. . It runs through the Bihle. 'fpe' 
same view of man, . and his sin and guilt;, the 
same view of God, and his glorious sovereignty 
and perfections; the same view of Christ, and 
his person and sacrifice,; the same view of jus
tification and acceptance before God; the same 
view of the sanctifying influences of the Spirit, 

, 'James ii. 13. 
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of the means of grace, and the hopes of glory- . 
pervade every part of the Scriptures. The 
degrees of light cast on the details of the 
scheme differ, but the main principles are the 
same. Isaiah develops and confirms the writ
ings of Moses; I Paul attaches his doctrine of 

_ justification to that of Abraham.:! Abel's offer
ing, is celebrated in one.of the last of the apos
tolical epistles.' Every thing is accordant and 
consistent, as becomes a divine Revelation. 

Contrast with this harmony the contradic
tions of Infidelity' and Paganism. "In the 
mythology of Egypt, Greece, and Rome,and 
in the fantastical legends of India, China, or 
Japan, we find many fragments of Scripture 
history blended with fictions of the most ex'" 
travagant kind; but nothing solid, coherent; 
nothing which indicates one superintending and 
controlling mind pervading the whole."4 . ,IIi 
Mohametanism I need-not say there is no con
nexion or consistency in the system itself. The 
Bible alone contains a clear, uniform, harmoni
ous representation of religious doctrine, of man's 
fall and recovery; of this world and the next, 
of time and eternity. 

And this argument is stronger, if we recollect 
the different ages when the sacred penmen 

I Isaiah Ii. 1, 2. 

• Reb. xi. 4. 

2 Rom. iv. 
• Bishop Van Mildert. 
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lived, and their number and diversity oftalents 
and character. Nothing is more rare than a 
consistent statement of a few facts of contem':' 
porary history .. Constant experience teaches us, 
that in the representation of religious doctrines, 
discrepancies continually occur:· If only t 
or four. writers 'compose a few different wor~s 
op any given subject, . the disagreements will 
be endless. " Btlt h~re, in the Bible, we have 
more than thirty various authors, composing 
between "sixty and seventy different works, 
living" some fifteen hundred years before· the 
Chris.tian ,rera, and some a hundred 'year~ 
after: of all the; various classes .ofsociety
kings; legislators, prophets, magistrates, cap
tains of armies,' fishermen, tent-makers-some 
of whom cqmpose history, some poetry, others 
devotional exercises; ,some biography, others 
hortatory epistles; whilst a large number de
liver prophecies, uniting exhortation and warn
ing with .predictions. of future events ;-.,.and 
yet they qU, agree; a harmony runs through all 
their produetiQnsonaIl the great subjects of 
revealed tr,uth .. ,And this in a continued ,series 
of writings for sixteen hundred years, ina 
country which ,has scarcely before or since pro
duced a single: author of eminence, but which 
began and finish,ed its literary course with this 
wonderful succession, of harmonious and ac-
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cordant books. Such a ,proof of divine con
trivance speaks for itself, and is irresistible" ' 
Ii, ',',I can no inore ,believe,", says Bishop :Gas~ 
trel,,~.,the whole Christian scheme an impos
ture of' mere human contrivance, th~l.'n I can 
believe that all the materials which composed 

, ,the city of Rome met, together and put them
selves into, form'. For as I can,not see wnat 
should give these materials a determinate mo
tion towards the building of that city; j no:more 
can I' comprehend what should; influence or 
determine a man to frame and contrive such 'a 
history and' religion as the Christian. And) as 
it is impossible to believe that, if all the mate· 
rials necessary for the building of Rome had by 
some extraordinary motion been carried. to that 
place, they would have fashioned themselves 
and .fell into that exact form we find that, city 
built in; so, likewise, is it equally impossible 
to conceive that, if there was an end or motive 
in nature sufficient to determine a man to invent 

'such a religion as the Christian, he should 
have made and contrived it, in all its parts and 
circumstances, just such as it is delivered to us 

in the Scr~ptures.l 
5. But the divine excellency of the Scrip

ture doctrines appears in their MEETING ALL 

THE NECESSITIES OI<' MAN, AND YET l'ltO

, Bishop Gastre\, in Bp. Van Mildert's Lectures. 
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l'oIOTING THE .ENDSOF GOD'S MOltAL GOVERN

MENT. 

The manner in which the Christian Revela
tion me.ets the exigencies of man, we noticed 
somewhat particularly in our preceding lec
ture, l and we have alluded to it in our present. 
What further, then, can be necessary to be said· .... 
on the details? What more need be stated on the 
doctrines of the incarnation and sacrifice of Christ, 
and of the operations of the,Holy Spirit, as meet .. 
ing the wants of man-his want of merit, his want 
of strength-his want of knowledge, his want of 
happiness? It ,is the peculiarity of Revelation . 
that it provides .a remedy for all our misery'; 
and it is the peculiarity of that remedy, to be 
applicable to· the precise bearings of our case. 
N or are the other doctrines of the being, and 
perfections, and law of Almighty God, and of 
the guilt of sin, and of the resurrection of the 
dead, and eternal judgment, less adapted for 
the exigencies which man's ignorance of God, 
of himself, of a future state, and of the grounds 
of the final sentence, present. . 

This is the obvious excellency of the Scrip
ture doctrines, that they altogether provide 
a complete and most surprising recovery for 
man from the ruins of the fall; restoring him 
to the favour of God by the immense blessing 

I Leet. xiv. 
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of forgiveness,. and to the moral image of God 
by the purifying influences of the. Holy Spirit. 
.LIBut,how, it may ~be asked, cap the . same 
acts . promote the special ends of God's moral 
government,. to which they ·seem . rathei'. to. be 
4indrances, or: at least exceptions?; They. do 
so jn·various ways. .:. ,,' 
jl The! great propitiation of Christ magnifies the 
law -.of; Goq, by. sustaining the penalty of it; 
~hil~t his previous obedience honoured all its 
precepts., I .N ever was the inseparable. co'nnexiop 
'petween sin and. misery so exhibited. as . in .the 
«ro~s of Chr,ist. . Never was the holiness of Q-oci 
a~dhis hatred of monit. evil so manifested; 
NeveI:was the honour of the divinegover.n:
me.nt and its.inflexible purity so'-demonstrated. 
1 .• ,No!"..does ,thEf/~ay in which theJ)lessing')~f 
.pardon i8to be re,ceived less clearly promote thl( 
s~me ends. For what attitude must ma!l' a1>i:1 ume 

when, :he applies for the benefit.? Thatlof .. a 
culprit; that of a penitent, vindicating God 
and condemning himself; that of a rebel, -re-· 
turning to his allegiance, and admitting the 
equity of the law which he has violated. 

And what must follow on his justification? A 
life of obedience, from gratitude and love;· the. 
necessity of which is not lessened, though the 
place it occupies is of course, from the whole 
scheme of salvation, changed. And does not 
this obedience from a principle of love, vindicate 



'72 HUMILIATION [LECT. XV. 

and promote the ,ends, of God's holy govern-:
ment, when :His 'produced, by, the grace i of 
redemption; ( in, those· who were before open 
transgressors and r,ebels? 

'. Again: what is the very faith which' Justifies; 
but a holy principle, the source of all future 
obedience; though in the act of .justification'''' 
it is only as the hand, which lays hold of the 
Saviour's merits? And what are the, grace and 
operations of the Holy Spirit, ' but a spring, Qf 
renewed, love and subjection to God? And 
what are the manifestations of the last, judg,. 
ment, but the, proofs; of moral ,and religipus . 
.character in, man, displayed before the as
sembled universe? " 

Thus admirably are the necessities of man 
supplied, ,on, the one hand; and the ends of 
moral government, in the dispensations of the 
Almighty, established triumphantly, on the 
other: whilst the, union of those apparently 
contradictory points illustrates that divine. wis
dom.which pervades the whole doctrine of 
Revelation. 

, 6. This impression will be strengthened if 
we consider that the revealed doctrines are at 
once DEEPLY HUMILIATING AND IN THE 

HIGHES'l' DEGREE CONSOLATORY. The pecu
liar truths of the ,Bible are, indeed, most humi
liating i-they. lay man low; they strip him 
or .his., fancied righteousness and imagined 
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power; they empty him of the conceit and 
self-dependance with' which he swells. A sal
vation by grace, a justification by faith; a 
sanctification, the seeds of which are implanted 
by the Holy Spirit, and all the fruits of ~t 
matured by the same divine comforter-all thIS 
is most humiliating. Then the partial dis
coveries ~hich the doctrines of' Revelation 
make, oppose the pride of man's understanding: 
partial, not as to their practical uses, but as to 
the whole compass· of them, the various con
'sequences which flow from' them, and many 
circumstances with which they are. con.., 
nected. 

The mysteries of Scripture, again-which 
is only another word for man's ignorance
humble man: mysteries as to the purposes .of 
the Almighty; mysteries as to the manner of 
the divine subsistences in the holy 'Trinity; 
mysteries, as to the entrance of moral evil; 
mysteries as to the union of the two natures in 
the person of Christ; mysteries. as ito the 
operations of grace in accordance with the ac
countableness and. efforts of man-these and 
other points, impenetrable to the human un
derstanding, are no doubt most humiliating. 

And yet, under the circumstances of the case~ 
and as connected with the abundant consola
tions which flow from them, they prove the 
excellency of the very system which they seem 
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to -obscure -: for:'had not ·this scheme been ,far 
beyond human .-capacitiesr! and. discoveries," it 
need not have been revealed. And in a comT 
mUhicatidn from the all-comprehending mind ;. 
the) infinite and eternal God---;mysteries are the 
natural and necessary result of. our limited fa
culties. _ How can man comprehend the whole 
will, and the, manner of subsistence, and. the 
modes of operations of the glorious Jehovah,,? 
~hat a divine Revelation should, in some'-re
spedts,' be clothed with incomprehensibility, 
is one' proof of. its divine origin. . I say in 
some respects; for· the doctrines of Revelation 
are not mysterious in all,their parts. The state
ments and facts are clear and intelligible; it is 
only- in modes and essences that incomprehen": 
sibility is involved.-Asin the works of creation; 
though we cannot penetrate to the hidden na-: 
ture of things, and in that view all is mystery; 
yet we can discern traces enough of a divine 
hand, to adore the unsearchable goodness and 
wisdom of the great Architect and Author. 

'Nay, the very humility which these obscuri
ties tend to produce, is one _ mark of the divine 
excellency of Revelation; because the malady 
of man was pride, which these are especially 
calculated to cure. ' 
. And, then, WHAT SOURCES OF CONSOLATION. 

are opened in these mysterious truths! 'Where 
is there a spring of comfort to man, which does 
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not rise from a doctrine surrounded' in some 
view with impenetrable darkness? Whence any 
peace· of conscience but from: the. mysterious 
sa6~ifice of the cross? Whence the disposition 
and power to _ repent and seek God, but from 
the mysterious influences· of . the Spirit!? 
Whence' ,the softest consolations of the heart 
in trouble, but from the mysterious communio~ 
on God with the soul? . And what is there so 
consolatory as, that incarnation of the Son of 
God, which is shrouded with the deepest dark
ness? It is in this mystery that are involved 
the condescension and pity of the, Almighty. 
It is here that the invisible God becomes tangi
ble, as it were, and perceptible to man. It, is 
here, that the distance and dread which sin,has 
interposed, are removed. ' .. ' " 

In short, the one stupendous act of the lov.e 
of God in the gift of his Son, which is the distil'\-: 
guishing truth of Christianity, is so incomparably 
consoling, and at the same time so humiliati~g; 
as to form, from this united impression,l tIle 
strongest evidence of its divine glory and excel
lency. It is here the restorative character of 
revealed truth rises to -the highest point-that 
all is shown to be summed up in an exhibition 
of divine love-that every thing else is seen 
to be only preparatory to this, or consequent 
upon it. This is the epitome of the Christian 
doctrines. Redemption is the manifestation of 
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the character of dove in. theever.,blessed God,. 
The .. incarnation!js,'jSO to speak".LoVE ITSELF 
MADE MAN -; - whilsttheoperations of the Holy 
Ghost are a diffusion of the same divine lo:ve •. 
,.- How does this consideration raise these inter
nal evidences! how does it invest them with a 
matchless excellency! how does. it render the 
very, mysteries which result from .the infinite 
condescension of God, in taking our nature upon 
him, a part of the .proof of .their divine, origin! 
how do the very depths of darkness, with ,which 
we feel ourselves surrounded. in certain poiQts 
of yiew, enhance the consolation which fiows,in . 
Rl full tide upon the . soul, from the practical 
effects.and, tendencies' of: the doctrines which 
arisefrom them, and which guide and illuminate 
o,ur path! 

., And here we might close the argument of this 
Lecture; but there remains one additional point 
of great weight, illustrating the whole of what we 
have,been observing, and elevating the proof to a 
yet loftier height. . For, besides these separate 
marks of glory and excellency in the Christian 
doctrine, we would call, your attention to the 
MAGNITUDE AND SUBLIMITY OF THE GREAT 
DESIGN OF A LM(GHTY GOD, OF WHICH THEY 
ARE THE RESULT. A plan, formed before the 
ages, is revealed ill the Christian Scriptures. 
Its greatness and sublimity may be judged of 
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from the compass it takes, ·the position :itoc
cupies, the effects it has produced.' , This stu
pendous project of redemption appears 'immedi
ately after the fall, and is pursued to the close 
of the divine canon; it involves in its course, 
aU the operations of a wonderful. providence
all the miracles and prophecies of both Testa- . 
ments; it proceeds onward still to the· present 
hour;' nor will it cease its progress till its grand 
consummation,in the conversion of the world 
and the' glories of the latter days, and ·the giving 
up of the mediatorial kingdom to :God, ·even 
the Father, that God may be all in all.' 

This adds incomparably to the whole·:twi
dence of inward excellency in the Christian 
scheme.' It is not merely a methodoL -re
demption eli1anating from the divine charac
ter, simple, sublime, harmonious, advancing 
the ends of moral government, deeply'humi
liating and consolatory-but, it is a -scheme 
forming part of a plan devised before the fouh
dationsof the world were laid, for the redemp
tion of man from sin and misery by the' Son 
and Spirit ·of God-a plan, of which the brief 
outline and pledge was given in the first pro
mise of the seed of the woman2.:-a. plan which 
the institution of' sacrifice, the separa~ion' of 
Seth's posterity from ·that of Cain, the destruc,. 

1 1 Cor. xv. 28. ~Gen. iii. 15. 
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tion of the old world; ,the 'covenant with N oab; 
the dispersion of' Babel, and, the calling' of' 
Abraham were the :first means of promoting:.:...;.: 
and which the sojourning of the chosen' family 
in' Egypt, their deliverance' by the hand · bf 

Moses, and the dispensation of the law, with' 
all ,its' typical institutions, still further ad": -", 
vanced1-aplan which is the commanding'prin-' , 
ciple of the whole- Revelation-the clue which' 
guides through,' all the mysterious dealings of ' 
the' " Almighty. : ,The ,judges and kings,' 'the ' 
princes and prophets; the sacred books Of the; 
different' rerasoof; the church; 'especially· the, 
divine, prophecies from'the first voice of I~aiah . 
to I the' last' accents' of 'Malachi_all subserved' 
this'Yast project;'which unlocks, like a master..;' 
key,every part of Scripture. This compre-· 
hends all, the·miraclesand propheCies which we 
considered in former Lectures.! This gives a 
unity and grandeur and importance to the doc
trine of redemption, which heighten inconceiv
ably its excellencies, and speak the divine hand 
from 'which it came. ' 

The very conception of such a plan for accom
plishing such holy benevolent ends, by means 
so extraordinary, and running through all the 
ages of time, could' never have entered any 
finite mind. 'The declarations of its general 

1 V. Mildert. ' !l J~ect. vii., viii., ix.' 
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pUfPose"given four,thoqsan,d'iyears, befqre,tp,e, 
in<;an~ation,-which, standing,; betweell [,thel' 
former ages~nd the, present, is' the grand . .facti 
u~i,ti~gall the dispensations of the Almighty,~, 
could: never have been m'ade, by man; or ,\ if. 
m:;tpe, could never have been accomplished;.' 
Only an infinitely wise God could have formed 
such ~ project, stretching from the creation to 
the consummation of all things; and: only an , 
omniscient and omnipotent Being could hav~ 
promised and: effected the gradual' accomplish:rj~:, 
rn~Q.t of it. " ,"(Ii I \ 

, .Man's plans are earthly, contiguous, narrow~, i 
v~riable,: incomplete. Man's plans are, :l!k~, 
himself" feeble and limited in project; low and. 
deb~sed in pursuit, partial and unsatisfactory5~:· 
result.: .. The plan of redemption ;is, ;like)~ts aJ,l .... ;' 
thor, spiritual, exalted, uniform, extensive, su<;!-, 
cessful. The plan of redemption is the c~ntre, 
around which, from the beginning of the,wo~ldjj 
all the works of providence and all the dispensa70 . 
tions of grace have been revolving. The parts .. i 
of the design which we see, are only a small divi .. ,; 
sion of the whole, and may assume, in our view, 
the appearance of disorder; but all is one glori-:., 
ousand consistent purpose. Time moves on, and, 
fresh events develop something more of the roll 
of the divine will relating to it. lWe are yet in 
the midst of the unaccomplished series. The 
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facts of the incarnation and of the supernatural 
propagation and preservation of the gospel: in 
the world, assure us of the fulfilment of the 

, whole design; whilst the manifest state of the 
world and the church seems anxiously to wait 
for the blessing. ' , 

The very grandeur and consistency of the ac- '..;' 
complished parts of this plan declare its author; 
and, when considered, in connexion with the 
pure and benevdlent object of it, the infinite 
contrivances apparent'in its several divisions, 
and the divine interferences manifest in its pro
gress, would of itself form 'a decisive,' inde,- . 
pendent proof oC the Christian Revelatipn. 
But when this :isjoined on upon the vast mass 
of the external eVIdences, and is viewed only 
as a subsidiary proof, to a mind alread ycon
vinced 6f the truth of the religion (which is the 
exact position which the internal e\,idences 
occupy,) the force which it possesses for con
firming our, faith is utterly irresistible. It 
wants no .learning, no criticism, no long study, 
to perceive the energy of such an argument. 
Science arid learning, indeed, are very im
portant when duly employed, and on no sub
ject more than religion. But the commanding 
truths of Christianity are open to all, just as 
its mysteries are incomprehensible to all. The 

, glorious orb of day is not a more immediate and 
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irre'fragabl~ proof of a beneficent and all-wise 
Creator, than THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, as 
our Saviour is termed by the holy prophet, l is' of 
the truth of tl~e Christian religion., And as the 
poorest and most illiterate pea~ant ?an \~el t~e 
warmth and light and joy whICh 'Its rays dlf
fu~e: as gratefully as the most learned phi-

'. losopher, (though he cannot speculate upon the 
the,ory' 'of light' or the laws of the planeta.ry 
system;) so ,s:an the humblestdiscipl~ ~~ dlS

tincily perceiv,e the glory and exc~llen,c~, the 
, vital warmth and light and joy of the Sun of 

Ri'ghteousness, as the most profound Christian 
scholar, though he cannot detail the historical 
proof of it, or defend his religion by argument. 

But, as in the case of the natural sun, no 
glory in, the object can be perceived byhim 
who wants the faculty to discern it; so can no 
moral excellency in redemption be perceived 
by him \fho has a mind darkened by prid~ and 
prejudice and habits of vice and worldlmess. 
He wants the faculty. He must be directed to 
that preparatory work of self-observation, sub': ' 
mission to the external evidences of Christianity, 
acceptance of all the contents of the religion on , 

, the' authority of the religion itself, study, of 
these contents on theii' own' principles and by 
thei'r p~oper light, prayer for the aid of the 

I Mal. iv. 2. ' 
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Holy Spir~t-i~ orq~r, that his miq~, b~ing 
purged anq, strengtPen,ed, may be able to di~
c'ern, the eJ,'Ce{!e'~~'Y'·J' oj t~e knowledge of Cl~rift, 
Jesus our Lord. l 

'Much ofwh~t W,e .1~a;v~ s~~l.ted cannot but ap:-:: 
pear str~nge, i~,~,o~si~~~~t~' e~travag,ant to the 
unprac,ti~ed an~,~ ~~i~~;~~uc,ted, mind of man i~ ; 
his natur~lq~rkpe!?~ ap..d p~~jud~yes, and ma~~ng 

,', ,., -;.',1 , :" 'r'I!- • . • 

on~y, s<,>me g,u,es~~s i at(. Re,y~lation, as a blind. 
man of colour~. ' It. is, en'ough if we direct him 
to tpo~e: in~r?d.upt?~y '~t~,~ie8 whic~ shall lead 
him to the full, l~ght, of truth, if honestly, em-

I 1 '; II)', I' " 

ployed. The .. elE?ments. of every scien~e IT,lU!?t; 
) ,'. . . I • , ' ) ~ J I " . I • . . 

be first learned, before its last and noblest 
di~coyy,de.~. c~~'!b~, ~y~,n: C(;>nj~ctured,' much less " 
comprehended or judge~ of aright. N9r,do~h 

t~is i'gn~r~~~~, at :ali)~~se,n : the: ~e~l gl?~y an,4. 
excellency of,thE1S~.disco~er\~s, asper<?elye~ ,by, 
the hu~bI~ and':e,xp~r~enG~d disciple. 

, !,. ',A'; . 

I appeal, to,.every ,suc~ disciple~ WHETHER 
THE INW ~'RD' EVIDENCE OF CHRISTIAN)TY, 
FRO~ ITS P'ECUL~A~ ~~CTRINE~, does n()t ri~e. 

. ' ." __. • ~ I' ; i ( ~ , " ;. I ) : 

brighter and bright~r upon his view, as' he. ,cap. 
enter int<? 'the. pr~~~i~al uses and bearing!? ~ of' 
the~, and can di~miss'from his mind the: in
trusi~ns of forbidd~~"~u'riosity. I ask ,~het~er 

. '.. , ,.! ','; '.,' '; . 

every year doth not add.s()IlH~thing to hi~ deeply~ 
'. \. '1"> f·· . 

1 Phil. iii. 8. 
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seated: conviCtion' of tHe infinite' li:rve of' God: in' 
the'gift of a Saviollr for the redemption of m~?? 
I ask whether the' divine charaCter from whICh, 
all the' doctrines' of Revelation erriahate':":":"the 
simplicity: and yet grandeur of those disc()\;e~' 

riek-their harmony-tHeir l illust'ration" of' the' 
glOries of God~s moral government-their' hi1'-, 
m'iliating as well: a's' c'oilsolatory tendency, do 
ndt pour' a flood of light 'upon his'mind; do' no't: 
fall'iIl;with' an his coric~ptions of l congruity aria· 
fitness iin . a divine proce-eding~ and strEnlgthen 
all the results of external evidences? . I . a~k 
him whether, when he ·can most clearly disem
barrass himself from matters of speculation:~ 

• '. « •. a :: 1. I • I ~ 1 

and, relinquishl'ng a przorz reasonmg, can repose 
most entirely in the' praCtical uses: of divine' 
truth, he'does not'most fforcibly feel; its elevat:" 
ing~ sanctifying, consoling 'effects? '" : 

; Yes· this is the 'result of the 'whole' subject' 
, , 1 

which we have been reviewing,-' 'the exhibition' 
of the divine character of love in the' gift of a: 
Saviour illvariably produces A CORRESPOND
ENT LOVE AND GRATITUDE TO GOD ON THE 
PART OF THE TRUE CHRISTIAN-the love of 
God to man is calculated, is designed to ·call 
forth man's love to God in return. Love to God 
is the natural consequence of such a display' . 
Just as danger is calculated to excite fear; and 
proposed good, hope; and unexpected deliver-

G2 
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ance, joy;, SO such love" on the part of God, is 
calculated to excite, the love of admiration and 
gratitude and repose, in the breast of man. 1 

Aild thus 'a divine excellency shines forth, 
not only from the separate characters' of the 
doctrines of ,Christianity-not only from the 
great design for~e,d before, the ages, of which '~ 
excellency they are the' expressions; but also 
in THE IMMEDIATE EFFECTS AND, RESULTS OF 

THE WHOLE,' in man's obedient and grateful 
love to God, and devotedness of heart to his 
service. 

Thus does Christianity elevate and ennoble . 
man, aids his, mental powers, gives him ;~Ilblj
mity of th~'uglit' and: ~onception, raises him in 
the scale of mo~~l a~~ int~llectual being, touches 
all ,the springs of. his purest affections" and 
~nite~ the loft~' discoveries of the incarnation,' 
with that practical love and obedience, in 
which they have their proper effects and con
sequences. 

1 Erskine. 

" 

,n 
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LECTURE XVI. 

,j~'HE 'UNSPOTTED PURITY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
'tl . 

MORALS. 

TIT~S 110 11-15. 

FJr . 'the grace qf God that bringeth salvation, 
"'hath appeared to all men, teaching' us that, 
"denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 

. live soberly, righteously, 'and 'godly, in this'P~e-, 
; sent wD1'ld. Looking for that blessed hope and 
the ulorious appearing qf the great God and our 
''Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave himself for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous qf 
good works. These things speak and exhort a~d 
rebuke with all authority. Let no man despzse 
thee. 

WE proceed· next to consider the unspotted pu
rity of the Christian morals, for the purpose of 
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impressing more vividly on the minds of the 
young, internal the excellency of Revelation. 

In this branch of our subject we have two 
advantages. 

It is more level to the comprehension of man 
than the preceding topics. The doctrines which 
we considered iQ. o:ur Jast Lecture, are in them--+ 
selvesmattersofpureR~~~la'tion. Notso the mo
rals. Here we are in some measure at home. For 

'.' " r: i<I,. ) '\.. ;l'\' " ....• I.. . • 

though Christianity lays down the rule of them 
in a new extent and purity, employs her own 
means to make t~eln practicable, connects them 
with her revealed doctrines, and enforces them' 

~i~~ h,~r ,p'~fpH~r ~~p~ti9.l1~; yet t,4~ pr~cepts 
t4~Ipselve~,,\lr~, .iJl~~mgiql~ to !Bar, ,addr~ss his 
cqp~~,i~QP~,JaJI i~,:W,i~h ,~n hi,scpnvictiqn& ~!S an 
a~~pllp.tab~~ c~~~t~r.~?,~n,4, haye befin~ in P1~ny 
of th~ir qra~~helil, flc~ro'Yledged i~ every age 
and ,in eyery _p~r! of ~~~ w,?rJq. 

A &~~~mp ~g.yan!~g~ i~ !p,e <?~nfes~iqns of up be
F~y~t!?; wh,~ ~itA, o~w IAo\ltp. ~re co~peUe<\ to 
~~~l~ tlt~ ?~~~ty ,oKt~~ phr\sti~Q ~ora~&. They 
~lJjl1ct, ,~<\~,~d; ~§ yv~ migh,t ~nticipa\~, t~ some 
o~ the d~t~il~, ~f the~ i ~n~ they ha,ve ~1(~ r~al 
desire, as we shall show, to promote the illter
ests of morality. But their acknowledgments 
a~ the~~f()r~ t~~: mQr~ imp()~tapt, ~h~1} they 
allow that " ~hy go~p~~ ~~ ~>ne c,?nt\nu,ed It:sso.n 
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of'the strictest morality; of justice, of benevo
lence, and offunivhsal charity,"1 aild wHen they 
declare they would pre'serve 'Christianity, for 
the sakeo'f its mo'ral influence oil 'the common 
peaple. 

With 'these poin'tsi'n our favour, let us consi
'der-' 'THE iiTENTA'ND PURY;TY 6f the Chri's
tian morals. The manne-rin which tney are 
HENriERlm PHACTI'cABLE'. Their INSEPARA

BLE CONNEXI'ON with every part of the Reve
lation:~ :and especially with its peculiar doc
ti·ines. And the SANCTIONS by which they are 
ultimately eriforced. 2 • 

1 Bolingbroke-Herbert, also, Shaftsbury, Collins, W 001-

stan, Tindal, 9hubb, applaud the Christian Morals. Hume 
and Gibbonadinit the same. 

• The \:'ext contains a sutnmary at each ,'~f these particu
lars :-1. The extent and purity of the gospel precepts; Deny
ing ungodliness and worldly lusts-live sobe~ly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world-zealous of good works. 

2. The maimer in which they work: purifying unto him

self a peculiar people. 
3. The connexion with the doctritleS of Revelation :-The 

grace of God which bringeth salvation, hath appe~~ed tt~to 
all men, teaching us. Looking for that blessed hope and the 

, glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ, who gave himself for us, that l~e might redeem us 

from all in'iquity. 
4. The sanction :'-:the glorious appearing of the great God 

and our Saviour, to judge the quick and dead; and in what 
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," I. ,The, E.~;rENT.,.A~D ,,~VitITY 9f, the Ghris
tiN~; ;moral~ wi,ll ;fl:pPEf~r'i.if! ~e co~sider !that, , ; 

. I 1. Th,ey, ep.1qrac,yan:jth~t, was ,really goo~)n 
the .ET~ICS ,oF):H,EA:r~.EN ~4qE,s, and in the dic
ta,tes of nattir~l religion,;, and' re-enact th~m with 
greater cle!l,rness, and aU.thori ty . ,T,he scattered 

ffoag~ent~ ~(rr)9r~(t~u~h, ~hi~h .orig,i~~t ~~~'~l~- .~ 
tion, or the responsible nature of man, dr ~he 
l:~pour and,st~dy ,0fE~il?,~~ph~rs, hf\ve. dj,sper~ed 
qp. alld down tqe wQ~ld, ' are. found to be com-
, ... ,. ~. I ~ '. . ." ~ ~ . I ,.. • .',,' t • ,_,". ", .. ~ 

prt(hended, i~ t~r qpfi,~tian, coge.Tr~t~",.,ju~,_ 
ti~e, f?~t~,tu~~, ,i~~egt:~ty, I faithfulness,!, cpastj~y;, 
benevplence, Jriep.d~hjp, ,obedien~e to parent~, 
l?,vy 'of ,0l.lfGountry, a.Ild"whatever else is praise
}'Yo~t~y-l Q~ye,,;al,l Jhejr,; place; only clea.r~d ,of 
qa.:~!1, ~9,~ix~~~~~,,:~ir~c~~cl. ~o their. p~ope~; ,~pd~, 
a.liA, <!l~th~q ,:.yi~h, ne(!~s.~a~y aut~ority fo~ ,s'Yay-
ip,g 1~~!1 9pn~pi~n9.e., 'j ,'. ., .. 

. rf.,' T)1ere is,; in the ,next, place, a, COMPLE'f E

N ~.~~ i~)tp~; Christiani ,code of precepts., They 
~nsis.t Oil every,vi,rtue and duty for which man, was 
o~fgi~~lly form~9:;, andJorbid every vice and.sin 
~Qn~f.ary,to. pis, real relations and obligations. 
l~er~. i~ nothing wanting as it respects.man's 
int~l~~,qtu~l 9,~ moral, powers; nothing omitted 

. . . 

the'c!osing words of the passage imply; These things speak 

and ~xhol't and rebuke with all authority. Let nornan despise' 
thee. 

.':, --. 
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of the duties which he owes r to . himself" to his 
neighbour,; and to Almighty God: n~r i~ th~re 
any thing: impure oidebasing .intermD~:ed WIth 
its'code; :All is holy and comnstent; m oppo
~ition to: the Heathen and Mahometan morals; 
where whatever is good itself, is lost anlidst 
toe .'pehiicibus usages ,with which it 'is 'incorpo.:. 
r~ied;' . 0.", 

: j 3. Then the. Christian morals erect the only 
ti''U'e and unberiding STANDARD OF DUT~ toGod 
aria m'an· 'a standard sohigh, and yet so rea'soti
able; a s~andard so unknown to any other reIil 
gion, and yet, when revealed, soobviouslyagree
able to the sovereignty of the ever-blessed ?rea
tor ; and the relation in which man, the work or 
his hands stands to him; a standard so intell,igi':' 

, . i . . - , , 

ble to the meanest capacity, and yet so ffa~sur-
passing the imagination of the highest~ as t? 'have 
the strong impress of a divine hand upon it! Yes; 
when our Lord uttered those memorable words~ 
Thou'shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart; and with all thy soul, and with all thy ming. 
This is the first and great commandment, lind th~ 
second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself I_he raised the true and intelligi~le 
standard of morals, which places e,v,en a chIl~ 
i~ a Christian country far.above, in this respect, 

1 Matt. xxii, 37-39, 
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the' greatest; moral'p'hilosophersiof the 'lahcient 
or modern' world. 

4. It follows rfrO'm this, that the Ch:ristiah c'ode 
OMITS 1\IANY FAlI..'SE VIRTUES ofheatheni~in, 
and INSIS'rSO'N<MANY REAL ONES unkndwn'lb"it 

Christianity rejectsfi;om. its catalogue of virtues 
vanity, pride, the love of fame, jealousy Of honour:"" 
resentment, revenge, hatred of enemies, con
tempt of the low and miserable, self-confidence, 
apathy under suffe'ring·, and patriotism in the 
~ense of pushing conquest and upholding 'the 
mterests of one nation to the hatred and injury 
of others;' and she inserts humility; meekness, 
the forgivene~s of personal injuries, self.;.denial 
abstract~tHi of heatt ftom earthly things, sym~, 
pathy WIth the poot and inean; renunciation of 
confidence in self, 'cheerful resignation under 
affliction .1 

I The form of the argument from the mere purity and 
clear~ess of ~he Gospel morals, is thus illustrated by an able 
~~eTlcan writer I~" There are certain primary principles of 
Junsprudence, beneficial to mankind under all circumstances, 

~ut no ~ct~al system of human jurisprudence has recognized 
s~c~ prlO~I~les, an~ .such alone. Every where private cu
pidity, political ambition, ecclesiastical or professional s ~ ,... .' uper 
8tltlOn, prejudICes of education, old habits, personal interests 
e.ncumber municipal law with idle forms, unmeaning distinc~ 
tIOns, &c. If a code were to be presented professedly from 
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, 5,.Indeed, the ,Christian religion chiefl~,dwells 
on the MILD AND RETIRING VIRTUES, in,oppo
sitionto those 'IN.hich are oLa :IDorehatdyand 
p\1trAsive character. She omits not, indeed, cou
rag;e,Nigour of resolution, eagerness of zeal, forti. 
~!lde. perseverance, contempt of ~anger; but she 
4w~lls cbi~fly onJowliness, patience, silent and 
meel<. ret,\HnS for ill 'Usage, gentleness, compas
~ion; allowan~es for the prejudices and failings 
9f other~. It is a. ~onsequence of this, that she 
fQ\II~d$her .. code on humility and self-denial, 
thOlJgh she avoids moroseness, austerities, and 
whatever might verge towards melancholy and 
misanthropy. By laying man low, and giving 
him a just impression of his unworthiness be
fore God and man, and then, by teaching, him 
to deny ungQdline~s and worldly lusts, she fixes 
the only firm foundation of consistent morality, 
and especially of the, milder virtues. But whilst 
~ll other religions, when they attempt this, fall 
into foolish and absurd injunctions, severities 
without reason, privations which vex without 
purifying man, Christianity is as lovely as she 
1s self-denying. She is friendly, and tender-

heaven, and if it were found on examination, to embody all 
that was excellent in human laws, to avoid imperfections,'to 

supply deficiencies, to suit every form of civil polity, and all 
understandings, &c., would such a claim be withoutfounda-

tion?" -Verplank. 
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hearted, and :fulhof the'social; and' 'domestib 
affections and:sympathies. ' 11 •• 1" 

16. Oncemore,-the Christian religion 'requires 
an ABSTINENCE:FROM THE PROXIMATE cAuh:s 
~F EVIL, and demand~ what is right ih md~ 
tIve and intention, as well as in the ove'rt' 
act.:Ruman laws chiefly deal with the;rhani~' -.... 
fest action, when.'·" capable 'of proof. '. They 
argue back very feebly to the intention; iwhich' 
they ~t~ll do aim.,.at :r,eaching as they" can. 
The. dIVIne law lays the restraint upon the 'in:': \ 
tentlOn, the first element of the moral nature 'of 
l~an ; 'i the divine law considers nothing to 'be 
VIrtuous, unless the l motive as well as'the ina~' 
terial.'action ;be right; the divine law regulate ," 
theiinward wheels. cand structure, of which ,thi 
outward,movement:is the, indication;' the divine 
law! demandsJarr'abstirtence'from every appear
ance 'ofi I evil, from! the proximate causes' of, 
crime~ from the: scenes, the places, the books, . 
the, persons which create the temptation.' The: 
~ivine law forbids. doubtful" indulgences, ques
tlOnable,pleasures,the approach towards the 
line, . ~f demarcation" be'tween virtue and vice,' 
and bIds- men cultivate a decided intention and 
study of obeying 'God.' , . 

7., Accordinglyi Christian morality regards all 
outward forms' of devotion and piety as MEA ks 
TOA HIGHER END, ;and asonlyacceptable to God 
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w,~eIU)Onnec.teq with that higher end., ,:In this 
it. stands opposed to ,all false, religions, .which 
inwriablyconnive at the substitution: of'cere
~pnies .and ablutions, Jor.moral duty~ ,,·What 
shquld. b~ the, end: i of religion, is .lost' in. the . 
. lP,eqns., .. Cpristianity knows nothing I of such 
c9.~prowise . ... Bringno. mo.revain .oblations; is the, 
r~wonstrance; oCthe Lord hy his prophet iwith 
tp~. hypocritical people of his day-:-incense is an. 
a¢~'(lfinat.~oll ynto ~2e ; your: new,rlfoons and your rfP~' 
pqinte4 feast,s, 7lJY soul, hateth ; ,they.,are a trouble 
u,1Jto "fl.£;; I;amweary ,to b~ar (hem.!.,: '1.1 . ;II I,ll:" 

;'18. ~urther, the Ohristian precepts all hang to;..\ 
geth,er and AID EACH OTHER; and, jndeed,.are, 
n~9l1ssary the,one tQ the other .. ,This,lslamark, 
of.a,divine system., The morality of the,'gospel' 
cqheres" ~epends each part .on eyery: other,: and, 
springs out from a few main principles:. '. tIRu-· 
~ility is, essential to self~deniali a.nd both ,to; 
ben~volenc.e and .compassion : .• these lastiare'in;.: , 
di~pensableto the love.of our neighbour as om!'!' 

setv.e~; and all are required to subdue rancourj:. 
envy,amb~tion,hatred: and when these',lare' .. 
subjugated, the. mild and retired virtues'tflou:<' 
ri!5h; whilst the same genuine love tootIr fel~:I. 

-,,' . 

low-men keeps them from falling into .moros.erJ 
n~ss, and from being leavened with misanthropy. 
And thus .the completeness,.of the Christian 
coQ.~,- and the high standard '.which it erects,' 

1 Isaiah i. 13, 14. 
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answer to the~ beautiful harmony of the various 
particular graces in the' actual character ofth~' 
Christian, disciple.. " i 

9. For this is the last1remarkwhich I offeruIi
der) this head; The Chrisiian morals go·to form 
k PA RTICULA'R:'SO'RT OF CHARACTER, of such l 

excellence as ,no· other t system' of ethics') ever" .... 
aimed at. Someoftlie separate duties ofthe gos-' 
pel were not unknown to heathen philosophy;
fortitude, chaf'ltity, truthi justice, equanimity, the' 
doing, to others \ as we -would they, should, do, 
unto us, &c.; but'the','extent' and purity of the' 
Christian moralslappear; as in the other points 
already ~entionedr so especially in this; that 
they go to' form a character perfectly attainable, . 
and yet!altogether new and lovely-a character' 
in I which, humility and self-'knowledge. are so' 
interwoven with meekness, spirituality; di$re-· 
gard ,to earthly things,! denial of; selfishness ,in, 
an: its .forms,prompt' and sympathizing·'bene-· 
volence, active., zeal in !advancing the temporal· 
and spiritual welfare· ,of; mankind; patience un-, 
der :sufferings,. forgiveness 'of. injuries, persever.;. 
ing- effort in ,every good word andwork~ ,as: to 
forma.temper! and,· conduct so excellent ,and; 
praiseworthYi and: i yet l so unknown to heathen: • 
moralists". as ,to;) stamp" upon Christianity, the 
seal' of, its heavenlyorigill. And this' is the 
more· remarkable, . because Christianity con-' 
siders all separate'acts of virtue as essentially 
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defective, unless t4~y are directed tQ the, forma:
tjcm: of'this very character, and are adorned 
with-what is completely understood to be the 
summary of m,oral excellence-th~ Chdstian 

spirit an,c;l temper~ 

.,II. Bpt, it may naturally be asked; in., WHA.T 
WAYi DQES TH;~ GOSPEL P,ROCE,ED. TO MAKE 
THESE,' PRECEPTS PRA~TICABLE-what is the 
course she pursues-where does she begin; 
and, what plan d,oes she recommend to her 

disciples? ' .! " 

]. Christianity, then, BE{}I~S, WJTH; THE. 
HEART O,F M,AN. This is impliedin .many oftha, , 
precediI,lg rem,ark~. She forms the,lives of men , 
by fonning, their dispositiol,1,s., She implants .• 
every prinGiple deep, in the soil, lets, it tc;tke .finn:, 
root there,and thps bring forth fru}t, whoLe~orne, 
seasonable,. abundant. We ,call all ,thi~:Chris;,: 
tian morals, from the com:rnonJc;tnguage of man- . 
kind; but the truth is, it is hQliness, obedience 
to QOd,sPIRI:ruALITY ; which as much: ,exceeds, 
what unbelievers call morality, as. a Jiving mart, 
surpasses, a, picture.1 No, other religion '. but. 
that of the Bible, tc;tkescognizance of the heart; . 
andlyet that is the place, where all effective, 
morals must begin; and ther.efore,. no 'oth~1," 
religion but that ,of. ,the Bible punmesthe w.ise 

lAnd. Full~r. Gospel its own Witness. 
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and practicable' course.: Other morals end in 
theory; Christian morals lead to solid' and' 
positive action." 

2. In the next place~ the gospel aims at achiev
ing its object BY THE FORMATION OF HABITS , 
which are a second nature, or rather, the effect 
of that new nature, which, as we saw' in our last ~ 
~ecture, \ and, shall soon see again, Christianity 
mfuses. It ·worksnot by' occasional impulses, 
or by acts without principles; but by principles 
carried out into acts, and thus creatinO' de-

• 0 

term mate and holy habits-the only way to 
operate, effectually \ and permanently, so far as 
we can judge, on a creature like man; in whom' 
repeated acts, whether of corporeal skill or in
tellectual, effort or moral virtue, produce a faci
lity byrepetitioh,and recur on the recurring 
occasion 'with augmented ease, and with less' 
labour 'of reasoning. 'and delay in comparing 
opposing probabilities.: It is thus the racer 
(both in a' naturiil·and spiritual sense of the 
word) acquires vigQu'r in his course, the wrest
ler in his struggle, the soldier in his combat , 
the scholar in his discipline. l Holy. habits re
sult in the· formation' of what we mean by' 
CHARACTER, which' is the end Revelation has 
in view in its morals; 

3.· Christianity, further, directs men to aim at . 
1 Butler •. Horsley,&c. 
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TH1E, YERY. HIGHEST ATTAINME;NTS;WlJILST 

~H)i:ENCOURAG:ESTHE: WEAKEST "EFFOn:rS. 

Nev(i)r did any religion but the Christian Jay 
roan. so, low.in .. abasement and. l;ielf-humilia
tion, and yet at the same time, raise hi.m ,to 
such a height of holy, pursuit, . and. cheer him 

< with such encouI'agements under his weakness 
and failures. Thus it unites every thing requisite 
i\1 th~ moral machinery which is to operate upon 
m~n. ,'ilt applies a mighty.lever,. ;so to Ispeak, 
which lifts. him up from the,depths jnto .which, 
he WaS sunk, and places! him,'on theelevateq.: 
course -Where he ~s.to run his race. It says to 1,1il;O" 
Be .ye holy as God is holy / and then adds, Come, 
un,tome,' allye, that labour, and areheavy:/ade'(l" 
ana I wilt. give you rest.2 

. It bids man; aim! atthe5 
~tandard. of supreme love. to, Almighty . . .Gop; l 
~nd of-love .. to his _ neighbour. Jor, ,God's sak~,;} 
and yet assures him that it will not hreqk _the' • 
bruised !r~ed, n01' quench the " smoking ·fill":' '~'J\ ,It 
nev.er says to him, 'You ha,ve do.ne ~nqugb, lYo.\,1 , 
have attained a sufficient measure, o.f .holi~e~s; ',: 
and yet it never.says to him, 'Your fflulty,~ffQr~s ; 
are, unacceptable, your imperfect· b,eginnings j 
areuseless.' In short, it animates ,the, ~dvanc~<;l ~ 
disciple to higher attainments, and condescends 
to the infant scholar in his incipient effor,ts,: ;it , 

'1 Lev. xi. 44 .. 2 Pet. i. 15, 16. 2 Matt.~xi.~29, 30.' 

3 Isaiah xlii. 3. 

H 



98 MORALS . [I.EeT .. XVI~. 

never lowers its standard, on the one hand, nor 
. discourages the feeblest essays, on the' other; 
but unites the .loftiest aim with the most 
genuine humility in the temper of its aspirants t 
aqd thus carries the clearest testimony· within 
itself of a divinely inspired code .. 

Again: Revelation works its practical precepts 
'by K1i:EPING ALOOF FR01rI SECULAR POLICY 

and inferior ends'. 'There is a:superiority, afree
dom from low objects and concerns and partizan.:. 
ships, a separate and elevated and undeviating 
purpose in Christian morals, whi~h exempt 
them' from the scuffle of human passions and. 
loca1 ambition. There ,is no trimming~ no time
serving; no eye-service, no -acceptance of per
>sons, no' yielding to the interests of this or that 
,party, 'ofthis or that individual; ·no subserviency 
:to petty -projects or human contrivances; no
thing like the' schemes of 'heathen morality, 
where all was made to bend to state policy and 
the -ends of national aggrandizement. Chris
tian -morality knows 'nothing of this. She 
teaches-rulers and'subjects their mutual duties ; 
butfin'termsappli(:Jableto all governments and 
every form ofphlity. ...• She ever keeps in view, 
110t the ,interests ofa favoured few,but the 
·ge·neral welfare and salvation of mankind ,as 
the creatures of Almighty God. 

Christianity sets men to work, also, by de-
- . 
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Jivering her code IN 'l'lfE F9RM OF ~IAXIMS 

ANDCLEA~, DE<;:IiillV;E f~OHIJ3J'rIOHS, .rather 
than by systeQlatjc treati~es reaeoneQ01,lt iu de,. 
tait Thus ~he is brief and 'intelljgible. rbe ten 
commandments, who Gannot rI'lJUemb~r? The 
vindication of them, h~ the ~ermOQ .on the JY.J:Quut, 

, from the false glos~es of the Jews, who c~nQot 
understand? The exposition of the ChrjstiaQ 
temper; jn the twelfth chapter of the ROn:l!J.ns, 
where is the heart which does not feel 1. 'rhe 
picture of charity, iQ, the thiTt~~nth of tlHdirst· 
of Corinthians, is fam,iliflf-: to .a child., ,The 
maxims of the book of. Proverbs are in every 
Jllouth. Revel~tion, thus, doe~ not reaspn as 
a philosopher, but ~Qmm.anda as .a lawgiver. 
We obser~d this in'~ former le<;ture;1 but this 
is the place for applyjng the remark to the 
morals of the Bible •. Revelation utters with 
sententious authority her brj~fdeterminations, 
as occasions require, in poplll&r language, for the 
understanding of all; and leaves man to collect, 
as he can, her maxiII}S into systems, or compare 
and illustrate them by the aidof I'ound reason and 
conscience. Human tr~atises .on morals stop to 
define and pmve every duty, to contra~t it with 
~ts proximate defect and. e4cess, aIld, to reduce 
the whole to a/1 elaborate ~ysteijl. Revelation 
takes, for gr~nted that man knows what tem-

, Lect, xiv, 

H2 
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perance, chastity, fortitude, benevolence mean, 
or may learn them from other sources, and 
contents herself with binding them on the con~ 
science. The conseq uence is, that a child at 
school in a: Christian country knows more of 
the standard of morals, and the details of social 
virtue, than the most learned of the ancient ~. 
sages. ' 

Allied with the preceding observation is the 
remark, that the gospel works its moral system 
by setting 'every thing forth by STRONG" AND 

'AF,FECTING EXAMPLES .. This, like almost every 
thing, else in this! fru'itful subject, is peculiar 
to Christianity> All'its precepts are illustrat~d 
,and:, embodied in" the :historical 'parts of the 
Bible. : All the separate virtues, duties, graces" 
acts of abstinence' and self denial, effects of the 
Christian, spirit,' and of its principles carried 
out into habit and; character, are set' forth in 
the lives of, Christ and his apostles. 

All the infirmities and 'errors and vices to be 
shunned. are exposed in'the fearful punishments 
of guilty nations~ in the destruction of the cities 
of the plain, in the deluge, in the captivity of 
Babylon, in! the' livesbfwicked princes-Ph~_ 
raoh. Saul" Ahab,) Jehu, "N ebuchadnezzar 
With this view, also; the sins and falls of th~ 
true servants of God are held forth for OUr 

caution, with a fidelity unknown except in the 
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inspired Scriptures-the drunkenness of Noah, 
the incest of Lot, the falsehoods uttered by 
Abraham and Jacob, the irritated expressions 
of Moses, the sin, the gross and awful sin, of 
David, I the rashness of Josiah. And in ,the New 
Testament, the infidelity of Peter, and the dis-

~ pute between Paul and Barnabas, to say nothing 
of the accounts of the ignorance and dulness 'of 
our Lotd's disciples, and of the corruptions of 
some of the converts in the first churches;
these examples deter from vice by exposing it 
in its darkest colours, and by marking the severe 
judgments of God which ,followed his most 
holy and sincere servants in consequence of it/ 

I do not dwell on the examples which hold 
, . 

forth the duties of parents and children, of 
masters and ,servants, of husbands and wives; 
nOr on ,those which exhibit the minister, the 

1 A lesson this of the greatest moment to princes, as show
ing the connexion of the grossest transgression of the seventh 
commandment, with the concerted and aggravated breach 
of the sixth. 

2 The attempts made by infidel writers to misrepresent the 
purport of some of these narratives are too absurd to be -
noticed. ,The tendency of the f?criptural exposure of vice is 
,to excite abhorrence; to which the plainness and brevity of 
its descriptions, and even the directness of the terms which 
it employs/greatly conduce. ' 

It may be observed here, how pure and manly is the de
lineation of the Christian's love to his Redeemer and to his 
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missionary, the'tMbher' of 'youth. Nor do r 
dwelJon the: examples which display the faults 
,and excellencies Of nations, of bodies politic, of 
legislators, of magistrates, of churches and' 
spiritual societies. 'It is sufficient for me to 
have ShOWh the plan, in this respect, on which . 
the Christiall morals wotk~by strong and~· 
affecting examples.·· . 

I add only, that it proceeds by referring men 
to the ALL-SEEING EYE OF GOD, and the con~ 
stant aid of the Holy Spirit. Christian morality 
is built on the· faith 'Of the invisible God who 
seeth in secret,and bn the habitual persuasion 
of the agency'of th~Blessed Spirit, which is 
granted to aU them that ask for it. 

But this leads :us to consider-

III. The inseparable CONNEXION OF THE 
MORALS O}' CHRISTIANITY WITH EVERY 
OTHER PART OFREVELA~ION, AND ESPECI-' 
ALLY WITH ITS PECULIAR DOCTRINES. 

fellow-creatures, as detailed in the Scriptures~ There is 
nothing of effeminacy; nothing that can be misinterpreted ; 
all is elevated and holy: In like manner, the accounts, the 
.'necessary accounts, or' vice 'arid crime, are most pure, and 
calculated, like the i'nquiries ofa physician, to promote the 
recovery of.man, A few expressions have acquired an import, 
from the mere lapse of time since our English translation 
was made, not originally .designed, and 'are instantly cor-
'rectedby e"ery reader. I 
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i' For, notwithstanding this extent and pllrity 
'of the Christian theory of maraIs, and those 
subordinate. means by which it works, the 

, question yet' temains-. 'Vhat is to set the ma-:
'chine'actually in motion? What are to consti
tut~ the.' prevailing motives of duty? Every 

, rule is a constraint, .alldevery constrainUs un.,. 
pleasant. We must, therefore, have motives
powerful, because we have to conquer powerful 
passions-universal, because morals are de
:;igned for all men-permanent, because ~irtue 
is necessary for all times and. all places. l 

Here, then, the peculiar truths of the gospel, 
as well as those other parts of Revelation with 
which the precepts are inseparably connected, 
appear in all their influence. It is on the deep 
and ample basis of the Christian doctrine that 
the whole superstructure of Christian morals is 
groun<;led. 

THE FAC:rs an which these doctrines rest, 
PREPARE FOR THE OPERATION. OF MOTIVES 
most powerful, universal, and permanent. ' 

The facts of the fall and corruption of man; 
of the mercy of God in the gift of his own Son; 
of the birth, sufferings, and death of Jesus 
Christ; of the descent and operations of the 
Holy Ghost; of the promulgatio~ of the Chris
tian religion and its offers to mankind-these 

J Fmssynous. 
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great facts fill the mind of the penitent with 
such a sense of the· a.wful justice of God, of 
the inconceivable evil of sin, of the unspeak. 
able love and mercy of the Almighty to a 
guilty world, as prepare for the formation 'of 
the Christian character; as make sin the obj 
of abhorrence, and holiness of choice and puf! 
suit. The facts 'of Christianity, brought home 
to man~s heart, and' having their influence 'ac
tually 'upon· his conscience, that is, being truly 
believed,render morals practicable, natural, 
delightful. The machine is set at work. Ex
actly'as the'immoralities of the heathens were 
connected with their vile superstitions, were'a 
part of them,' were 'permitted by the laws of 
every heath~n 'people, and incorporated with 
the usag'es'of ;their-temples and their religio~ ; 
so the pure and lovely morality of the gospel ,is 
connected with the FACTS of Christianity, fornu; 
a part of'the religion, and is incorporated with 
all its worship and observances.' 

Further, :the doctrines of. Revelation are EX

PRESSLY· DESIGNED ;and ,admirably adapted to 
produce Christiail;obedience. He that :receives 
Christianity aright, not only believes the facts on 
which it rests, ibut';embraces the peculiar doc
trines which explain those facts, in order that 
he 'may ,become Ithe:servant of God. ,He re
ceives the doctrine of man's guilt and con-
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demnation, and thereby learns to mourn over 
and forsake every sin; he receives the glad 
tidings of joy in . the salvation of Christ,and 
then loves and obeys this new master in every 
future act of his life; he receives the doctrine 
of justification by faith, and he proves that faith 
by its proper effects; he receives the doctrine 

I of -the Holy Ghost, and he implores ,his pro
mised grace, to renew his heart and to dispose 
him to love and practise the law of God ;he 
receives the doctrine,ofthesacraments and other 
means of grace, and QY them he obtains 
strength for persevering obedience. And why 

. should I say a word of the immediate ,con
nexion of the doctrines of the holy character 
of God and of the resurrection of the dead and 
eternal judgment, with that' obedience which 
cannot, eV,en by supposition, be disjoined in the 
Christian's mind ,and conscience from them ? 
Thus. there is no truth conveyed in the doc
trines, without a correspondent obligation en
forced in the precepts. Holiness is the end in 
view'of the whole Revelation, modified by.the 
particular dispensation of the Son and· Spirit 
of-God. All meritorious confidence is, indeed, 
renounced; ·but "the dutiful necessity"lofgood 
works is greatly increased ,by e,very.truth re
lating to 'our salvation. 

t Hooker. 
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. For it is further, to be noted, that the pecu-
liar doctrines of Revelation go to form exactly. 
THAT SORT OF CHARACTER, AND NO OTHER, 
WHICH THE MORALS REQUIRE; and that the 
precepts delineate and req uire that sort of charac
ter, and no other, which the doctrines go to form 
-that peculiar Christian spirit, I mean, which'# 
we have already shown to be the end in view in 
the performance of each particular duty. The 
Christian spirit is humble and lowly; founded on 
renunciation of self-righteousness and self-confi
dence; warmed with active benevolence and 
sympathy for the spiritual and temporal ~ants 
of man; accompanied with meekness, patience, . 
and forgiveness of injuries. And it is obvious 
that the peculiar docfdnes of the gospel go to 
form this sort of character, and no other. For 
the facts on which they rest inspire a general 
abhorrence of sin, and an admiration of the love 
of God; and the proper consequence of receiv-

• I 

ing the doctrines is to perform correspondent 
duties: the result, therefore, of a cordial ac
quiescence in all the doctrines will be the 
formation of the peculiar sort of character which 
the Christian precepts delineate and require. 
That is, the doctrine of the guilt of'man, pro
ducing humiliation., and penitence; and the 
doctrine of forgiveness and of sanctifying grace, 
producing holy love and. obedience: the more 
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these are wrought into the mind and habits, the 
more powerful will be the impress, the peculiar 
impress of the Christian character. 

This we find to be the case in point of fact. The . 
overwhelming LOVE OF CHRIST constrains, bears 
away, puts a holy necessity, as it were, upon the 
penitent, to live, not unto himself, but unto him 
that loved him and gave himself for him, and rose 
again: He is. not his own.l He is dedicated, 
made over, resigned by a voluntary surrender, 
to the service of his divine Lord. Thus, grati
tude, admiration, love of God and man, detach
mentfrom the world, spirituality of mind, pa
tience under injuries; that is, the very character 
which the morals delineate and demand, is the 
natural result of the peculiar doctrines. These 
great discoveries, brought .near and made effec
tual by the Holy Spirit, are an ever-living. 
~pring of vigorous and self-denying obedience. 
They perpetually supply principles of hatred 
of sin, of self· abasement, of thankfulness and 
joy; which, like a fountain, feed the streams 
.of actual effort and practical obedience. 

Once more, the promises and privileges ofthe 
gospel are attached to 'CERTAIN DISPOSITIONS 
'AND STATES OF MIND, which are essential parts 
of the morals of Revelation. The promises are 
-chiefly made to certain.characters-to those who 
are meek, to those who pray, to those who'seek 

12 Cor. v. 14, 15; 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20; 
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God, to those who quit the society of the wicked, 
to those who love their brethren, to those who 
watch, to those who persevere in well-doing, &c.; 
that is, the promises are the most direct mo
tives, not only to obedience, but to that particular 
sort of obedience which distinguishes the true. 
Christian. What can be a more striking instance '+ 

of this, than our Lord's attaching the most diffi
cult of all duties-the forgiving of personal 
injuries:-to the most exalted of all blessings, 
God's forgiveness of sins; so that in every age 
and every part of the world, wherever Chris
tianity spreads, the duty most opposed to' our 
natural corruption, and yet most characteristic 
of the peace. and purity of the gospel, is in
dissolubly united with the most prominent doc
trine of Revelation~ t,he forgiveness 0[\ sins in 
Jesus Christ. 

It is ailOther link in this chain of argume~t, that' 
Christianity holds out to men FURTHER AD-. 

VANCES IN HOLINESS, as the recompense and 
reward of d~ligence, and not a further insight into 
mysteries and loftier heights of knowledge. Most 
false religions propose to reward their votaries by 
drawing aside the vail which conceals from the 
vulgar eye their hidden mysteries. The Hindoo 
superstitions, those of China, the false religion of 
Mahomet, act thus. Th{jy fall in with the princi
ple of curiosity and the ambition of knowledge in 
man. Christianity'prefers moral to intellectual 
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. excellency, and proposes to her followers, as 
the recompense of their present attainments, fur
ther advances in holiness, in the love of God, in 
the obedience of. Christ, in meetness for hea
ven.' Thus, all her promises bear upon mo
rals, and tend to strengthen the obligations of 
them. 

The doctrine of the HEAVENLY STATE and of 
the preparation for the employments of it, give 
the last seal to the truth of what we are nowcon
sidering-the connexion of the morals of Chris
tianity with its peculiar discoveries.· For what 
is the doctrine of the heavenly state, but that 
holiness is its very element, that all sin, all im
purity, all error, all defect; will be excluded; 
and that it· is to be prepared for by that obe
dience, that holy faith and love, that meekness 
and spirituality, which, like the bud, are to be 
expanded in all their beau~y and fragrance in 
that' more genial soil? Holiness is therefore 
the first stage,' the c?mmencement, the dawn of 
that character, of which heaven is the comple
tion, the end, the effulgence. Unlike the 
wretched paradise of Mahometanism, which 
casts its impurities into the very heart of its pre
cepts, by the voluptuous and degrading plea
sures which it promises in its Paradise; Chris
tianity impresses this master-truth upon man, 
that w hatwe are in this world, we shall be in 
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another.'; that ,a future state will develope, not 
change. the :character acquired on earth; that 
life is the seed-time,. of which the harvest will 
be reaped thrpughout E:lternity. 

And this being the. intimate relation of the 
I 

Christian precepts with its great doctrines, why .... 
should I. detaiq YP\.l pyentering' into the manner 
in whichthese p.I:e,cepts are involved IN ALL THE 
OTl:IER PARTS OF ,R:E:VELATION? Tell me what 
chapter in the Pentateuch is not filled with exhor .. 
tations, exaQlpl~s".warnings. Point out to me the 
historical book; which, is: not fraught with inoral 
instruction. "Show;me in the devotional writings 
a single psalm ;which does not imply the most 
ardent pursuit Qf ;obedience. And with regard 
to the Holy Prophets, what is the scope of all 
their remonstranc~s, so bold, so feryent; what 
the end ·of aU .their persuasions and invitations; 
what the design of their denunciations ofidolatr,y .. 
and rebellion of heart in man; what the purport 
of their prophetic outline of future events, whe~ 
ther relating to ,the times near at hand, or look..; 
ing forward to the coming of Messiah and the 
long series .of the divine providence towards the 
church-what, ,what is aU the object in view, 
but to reduce ,a {j,isp:hedient nation to penitence 
and subjectionto,the.command of God'? I'will 
119t dwell on the: ;Ev,angelical history, and the 
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epistles of the, holy apostles, because every 
I child knows that holiness is the end and scope 

of them. What is there omitted, for example, 
by '.St.' Paul, to enforce upon his converts, in all 
bis writings, the obedience, the pecuijar and 
characteristic obedience, of Christianity? How 
often does he descend from the very heights .of 
hl~ -holy doctrines, to urge some duty, to im
press upon man some part of the Christian tem
ver and conduct II It is the glory of Christianity 

. that her loftiest prophecies, her deepest myste
ries, her most fervent devotions, not orily in
spire ,holiness, but aim at -it, are essentially , 
'linked with it, and lose all their end if it be 
·not produced. In short, as the precepts without 
-the doctrines of Revelation, prescribe,an unat
tainable rule, so the doctrines without the pre
cepts fail in their great purpose, evaporate in 
mere emotions 'and sensibilities, and can neither 

, ;sanctify nor save. 

, IV. But what, it may be asked,are THE 
SANCTIONS BY WHICH THE CHRISTIAN M.oRALS 
are ultimately enforced ? 
.,This is the important question. Whatever be 
tne 'extent and purity .of the rule, whatever 
the means by which it works, whatever its in
-separable connexion with the doctrines 'of 'Re .. 

,velation,all is inefficient, unless the authority 
I See as an example 1 Cor. xv. 55-58. 
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which it brings· to, bear upon the conscience, 
and the rewards and puriishments attached to 
it are weighty, solemn, efficacious. 

A hand dissevered' from the body, might as 
well b~ represente,d as sufficient for the purpose 
of labour, as unconnected and unauthoritative 
principles for the purposes of morality. .,:--

Heathen morals, in addition to innumerable 
other deficiencies, laboured under one which 
was fatal to the, whole system; they had .no 
sanction, no authority, no knowledge clear and 
definite of a future state or an eternal judgmenL 
The faint J.ight, of reason, the voice of .con
science, the fragments oftradition, were utterly 
insufficienttQbind men. It was the state, the 
civil law, usage. convenience, which formed .. the 
quicksand on which their edifice was reared~ 

Infidelity builds on no firmer foundation, when 
she pretends to. raise her morals on the love of 
glory, honour, interest, utility, and the. progres,s 
of civilization, with some feeble admissions of 
the belief of a fut,re life. 

Christianity stands forth in the midst of man
kind. the only religion which asserts the will of 
God to be the clear and unbending rule of duty" 
and refers men to an eternal judgment as.itsul
timate sanction.. Her morality cond,uces, in
deed, to the welfare of man, it is agreeable to 
~he reason of things, it responds to the voice of 
conscience; but non'e of these is its founda-

LECT. xv!.] OF MORALS. 1I3 

tion-to argue morals out on these principles has 
been proved, by the experience of all ages, to be 
impossible. 

THE WILL OF GOD is the brief, undeviating 
authority of moral obedience. And what ma
jesty doth this throw around the precepts of the 
Bible! Thus saith the Lord, is the introduction, 
the reason, the obligation of every command. 
God appears as the legislator, the nioral go
vernor, the Lord of his accountable creatures. 
He speaks-and all the earth keeps silence bifore 
him 11 

And why should I contrast the partial guesses 
of Paganism or Infidelity on a future state of 
r~wards and punishment, with the full and de
cisive declarations of that gospel by which 
life and immortality are brought to light? 2 Nature 
is ignorant. Nature knows nothing distinctly 
of'the rules of the last judgment. Nature can 
give no account of heaven arid hell .. Revelation 
alone pronounces with its awful voice the immor
talityof the soul. Revelation unveils the eter
nal world. Revelation makes all ~ts doctrines 
and all its precepts bear upon the last dread 
assize, when the secrets of all hearts shall be 
disclosed-when the books shalt be opened, when 
the sea shall give up the dead that are in it, and 
every man shalt bejudged out of the things written 

1 Bab. ii. 20. 22 Tim. i. 10. 

VOL. IT. 
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in the hooks, ar;cording to his works. These are 
the proper sanctions of Illorals. The purity of 
the code answers to the obligation of the enact
ments; the means or trIachinery it employs, cor
responds, with the importance of the corise-
q uences. The. doctrines by which it is sus
tained are the suitable aids and encourage'ments 
for duties of such' momentous import. An in'..: 
finite God, an infinite rewarder, an infinite 
avenger-a judge' of omniscient and omnipo
tent authority, a sentence of unmixed justice, 
a reward of unparalleled grace, a final and' im
partial'setilement of the disordered state of the 
world by the Creator and Preserver of all
these are considerations, which giye a sublimity 
to the Christian morals, and attach im import., 
ance and weight to them which render them the 
only infltlentiarP'ule of human pra:ctice'. To talk 
of morality without religion, is to talk of a legis
lation without a legislator. To talk Jra religion 
without a distin'citand solemn sanction derived' ~. 
from the proper eviden'ces Of a divine Revelation; 
is to talk the language of general, unmeaning de., 
clamatioll, which C~l1 neither animate nor control 
the heart. , But to point out the Christian morals 
expounded in their purity arid extent, furnished 
with ample means'ofbe'coaling practicable, inter~ 
Wovell' with the' most powerful motives, and con., 

I Rev, xx. 11-13 . 

LECT. xv!.] OF MORALS. ] 15 

firmed ultimately by the mosi solemn and pre
cise sanctions, is to propose the true guide of 
life, the authoritative arbiter of human duty, 
the solemn and efficacious motive for the cOli
duct of a reasonable and accountaBle being. 

It adds incomparably to the force of these 
sanctions, that they are propounded continually 
by oUf Lord and his apostles, in the course of tUose 
very discoveries of grace, which at first sight 
miglit appear to interfere with them. In the 
midst of the discourses ofChi-ist, and his exposi
tion of the gospel to theJews~ there are inter
posed those direct assertions of the universal 
judgment 'and its invariable decisions; which 
prevent any abuse of the grace and privileges 
offered-whilst the apostles are perpetu3.11y re
minding their converts, that God is not mocked, 
that we must all appear before the judgment-seat 
of Christ, and that every man shall receive the 
things done in the body. I 

Nor is it a slight matter, that in the descrip
tion given by our Saviour of the proceedings of 
that last day, happiness and miseryare adjudged, 
noton the footirig'offaith cirlove, which are hidderi 
principles known only to- Almighty God; but on 
the footing of works, good or evil, manifested 
before men, and shown to flow from faith in th~ 

I Gal. vi. 7, 2 Cor, v, 10. 

I 2 
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merits Of the Redeemer in the one case, 'and 
contempt of him in the other.l 

On the whole, then,'1 must confess, when I re-. 
view this great subject, that the morals taught 
in the gospel'seem to me to place Revelatiol) as 
far above the reach of merely human invention, 
and to carry along with them as clear an impre"Ss 
of a: divine hand, as the general adaptation of 
Christianity to the state of man, or the grand and. 
su·blime plan of human salvation developed in its 
doctrines.2 In fact, the argument from the Chris
tian morals, i~, if possible, stronger than that 
from the preceding topics, because,- as I have 
said, it is more intelligible to every human being. 

1. The morality of~he gospel makes it IMPOS
SIBLE,INTHE'NATURE OF THINGS,THATCHRIS
TIANITY SHOULD BE AN IMPOSTURE. This is 
my first remark, in concluding this lecture. I do 
not merely affirm, that the Christian morpls 
strengthen the impression of truth derived from 
the external evidences (w~ich is all my argument 
demands), but I assert that no wicked men could 
have invented, or could have wished to 'propose, 
or could have succeeded in establishing, such a 
religion, with such a code of precepts so inse
parably united with it and springing from it. 

1 Matt. xxv. I Lect. xiv. and xv. 
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From the creation of the world to the present 
hour, the schemes of impostors have partaken, 
and from the very constitution· of the human· 

. mind must partake, of the pride, the ambition, 
the restlessness, the. cunning, the sensuality, 
the personal interests, the contempt of autho
rity, from which they spring. All the super
stitions of Paganism, as well as the imposture 
of the false prophet, explain themselves on 
this gr~und. We see, in the laxity and turpi
tude of their moral systems, a sufficient agree
ment with their pretended revelations. 

I ask, then, wjth regard to Christianity, what 
, could be the object-the CUI BONO-of an im
posture, accompanied with a code of precepts 
so consistent, pure, elevated, complete, and in 
harmony with· eyery part of. the religion? The 
case speaks for itself. Such precepts could only 

, have come down from the Father of lights, and 
have formed part of a Reyelation sustained, as 
Christianity was, by every other species of ex
ternal and internal testimony. 

In fact, the fish~rmen of Galilee, even if they 
had been ever so pure in heart, (which the sup
position of imposture makes impossible) could 
never have composed a system of duty so new, 
so peculiar, so holy, so perfect. See how 
slowly and laboriously th~ science of morals, 
as a philosophi,cal effort, is wrought out, even at 
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the pr~sent day, by profe~sed Christians, and 
'with all the aid of long experience, acute talents~ 
and assiduous study-the defects, the gross de-:
fects of these syste~s are notorious. l And yet 
the morals of t?e gospel, without any preten
sions to scientific arrangement, and 
by men of ordinary talents, amidst persecutions;~ 
and exile, and imprisonments, ar~ found to con-:
tain the most pure and harmonious system of 
moral truth. , That is, the only perfect code 
bursts suddenly upon the world complete at 
once; and the improvement which two th.ou
sand year~ have prod'uce<i, in those who judge 

. of this suqject, ,and bring the gospel to the 
tri~l concernil)g it, only serves to illustrate the 
wisdom of divine Revelation by the contrast 
with human weakness and folly. 2 

But' this consideration is incomparably' 
strengthened, if we turn to the WRETCllED s1js
TEMS WHIC.H MODERN INFIDELS PROPOSE FOR . , . 
THE DIRECTION OF MA~l{lND. I should rather 
say their wantofsystem-. nay, their want of any 
honest intentio~ to. promote morality. They talk 
'sometimes of~oral duty, they c~mmend the gos...; 
pel precepts~ they Vaunt the light of nature and 
the suffi.ciencyofl~~m~n reason 1 but when you 

1 See Reid, Stew.art, Brown, &c. 
2 Dr. Hey's Lect: in Bp .. Bird Sumner. , 
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watch them in detail, you discover that there is 
neither foundation nor superstructure; neither 
principles nor duties; neither rules nor exhor

. tations in their code of morality. As to authority 
and sanction, the ablest ofthem 1 dpubt of the im
mortality of the soul, doubt of a last judgment; 
doubt of eternal happiness and misery. Wer~ 
their systems, therefore, ever so perfe,ct, th~y 
would have far less force to bind th.8 ~9nscience 
than the very morals ,?f heathenism. Bllt what, 
after all, are th,eir systems? They agree in exclu.Q.
ing the divine Being from ,their the.ories ;. but 
upon no other point. One resolves all morality 
into self-love-another into the law of the state-:
another into motives of interest-;:mother into 
what is useful in society-whilst another pas 
recourse to feeling, and.asserts that whatever ~e 
feels to be right, is right. 2 On these quicksands 
)'That durable edifice can arise ? None. There 
js no bond of society so sa~red which they 
do not burst asunder-there is no personal duty 
sO universally admitted, which they do not im
pugn-female modesty its~lf cannot maintain it,s 
ground before their coarse depravity. I do not 
scruple to say that the tendency, and I believe 
in most ~ases the design, of our infidel writings, 
is to dig up the foundation .of morals, to efface 
the distinctions of good and evil, and resign 

1 Burne, Gibbon, &c. • See Leland and Fuller. 
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men to! the I ;wretched contest of base interests 
and civil restraints,. without a God, without a 
providence, without!a day of retribution, with
out a,rfuturity:'" 

From! such, darkness we turn to the soft and 
healing light of the Christian morality, as 
traveller hails the dawn of day after a howlin~ 
tempestuous night. 

',1 appeal to every heart before me. I ask 
every ingenuous youth whether he is not horror
struck with the frightful projects of unbelief;. 
whether his whole moral nature is not shocked 
by their principles; and whether their rejection 
of Christianity is 'not an unavoidable conse
quence of their holding such opinions? Yes. 
You can no more reject Christianity, if you are 
candid and sincere in your inquiries after mo
rality) th'an' you can cast off your accountableness 
or your personal-identity. Such pure morals, 
working by such means, sustained by such 
motives, and sanctioned by an eternal judg
ment, carry their own divine original ~ith them, 
and need no detail of arguments. 
(;. : ~ I ,,;,. t J ) (l 

,I, .IIL: HOLD FAST, then, BY THE CHItISTIAN 

F 1~1 TH'. Remember the argumelltof this dis
course in the :hour of temptation., Call it to mind 
when the series of external proofs may be less 
vividly present with you. Say to yourself-' Even 
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if I were to be unable to answer the objections of 
unbelievers on every other question, yet the 
morals of Christianity make it incomparably 
my SAFEIt COURSE to obey the gospe1. There 
can, I know, be no comparison, properly speak
ing, between the safety of receiving and reject
ing such a revelation. resting, on such accu
mulated evidences .. But even if an adversary 
should perplex me in the. historical argument, 
if he should bewilder my mind, and persuade 
me that the proofs are not sufficiently clear and 
satisfactory, let me reme')lber that it must ever 
be my safer course to persevere in my ad
herence to the gospel. For where a code of 
morals so pure, so benevolent, so spiritual, so 
entirely agreeing with the light of reason and 
the moral sense of man, so directly tending to 
my present peace of conscience ;as well as my 
future happiness; when such a code. is 'set 
before me, it is infinitely safer for me to obey 
it, than to take a contrary course; because, in 
obeying it I lose nothing, I venture nothing, I 
incur no possible risk. I am following nature; 
but nature corrected and illuminated:-I am 
following the law of conscience; but elevated 
and purified-I am acting on the eternal dis
tinctions of right and wrong; but cleared up and 
defined-I am following the dictates of utility 
and social peace and general happiness; but 
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'resting p~ the authority and will of God. I lose 
nothing, therefore, here: nay, I gain in every point 
oftheenumeratibn. But then. in addition to this; 
Christianity gives me motives for obedience; 
springs of .in"r'ardaffection and delight" the 
power of the Holy, Spirit to aid me in the per
formance of duty, the mercy of God to parq,olf'" 
my failings, the death and passion of Jesus Christ 
to supp~y my want of desert and meriL That 
is; I have every aid and succour in the perform~ 
ance of this course of obedience. The peculiar 
doctrines of the gospel relieve me, add con
solation to me, soften the yoke of obedience, 
make the path of duty practicable and easy. 
I. will, therefore, cleave to this holy doctrine, 
which has formed so many virtuous fathers, 
faithful wives, ,docile children, upright magis
trates, modest scholars, generou~ nobles~ re
signed sufferers. I will cleave t~ this holy 
doctrine, which make~ the rich benevolent, the 
eX<l-lted meek, the powerful considerate, the 
learned humble, the lowly contented. I will 
cleave to this holy doctrine, which works by 
implanting every virtuous principle in the heart, 
and which is sustained by all the motives of 
the stupendous Redemption of the Son and 
Spirit of God .• and which refers every human 
action to an eternal judgment. No; I will 
never renounce .the Christian religion. It is 
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this which binds my conscience, restrains my 
appetites, subdues my passions. It is this, 
which has ·made me all I now am, little as my 
attainments are. If I did but love holiness 
more, and practise my duties more consistently, 
I should be more happy. I have peace within 
only when I do so. Let me employ all the 
aids of Revelation to strengthen me in this 
course, and I shall' have more and more the 
testirpony of my conscience, in addition to all 
the external and internal evidences, to assure 
me that a religion with sucf). a morality cannot 
but be divine.' 
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And were beyond measure astonished, saymg, He 
, hath done all things well. 

J N reviewing the constituent parts of Chris- . 
tianity, it is natural to ask if any light can be 
cast upon them from the character of the 
f9under of the religion? Did he appear pub
licly before men? What was his deportment? 
How did he support the claims which he ad
",anqed? 

These questions lead us to consider the COD:

duct of our Lord as the Divine Author of the 
Christian faith. 

We have already adverted more than once to 
this subject/ but we enter on it expressly now, 

I Lect. vi. vii. ix. 
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as- furnishing a powerful internal evidence of 
the truth of the Revelation which bears his

name. 
, To consider it aright, we must· first dis-

tinctly call to mind what manner of person our 
Lord professed to be; what were the offices 
and relations which he undertook to sustain . 
I For' Christ, be it remembered, was not 
merely the founder of a religion ; but he ap
peared publicly as such amongst the people to 
whom the Scripture prophecies had for four 
thousand years promised 4is advent, and at 
the exact time designated by those prophecies.1 

He claimed, not only to be a messenger sent 
from God, but to be the MESSIAH, the Son of 
God and Saviour of mankind. 

We may well s~ppose, then,that this pecu:' 
liar character involved qualities new, various, 
and exalted. This is, in truth, the, case'; arid 
a just estimate of the argument derived, from 
our Lord's conduct, will depend on a considera
tion .of the number and difficulty of the rela
tions he bore, and of the manner in whic~; he 
sustained them. . 
.. 'What, then, wen::~ the chief claims which' he 

advanced? 
, ,L Professing 
assumed the 

:.J I 

himself to be the Messiah,!! he 
titles of the Saviour, the' Re-

1 Lect. ix. 
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'deemer, the great Prophet of the church, the 
King ofIsraehtheappointed Judge of quick and 
dead. He declared himself also, for the same 
reason, to he the Lord of David, the Mighty God, 
the Prince of Peace, Jehovah our Rigli teousriess. 
He performed in· tnese dlaracters, moreover, 
miraculous works, in support of his pretfmsions"" , 
-he healed the'sick, raised the dead, expelled 
d~mons, suspendea the laws of nature, and 
exercjseq in nis Own person a creative power; 
Again,' he assunied~ 'as the consequence of aU 
this, to De the· teacher of truth, the light of the 
\.vorId, the, expounl:ler and vindicator of the 

'moral law, the authoritative legislator of man
kind. 

Notwithstanding these exalted pretensions, 
his office as' the Messiab involved the most 
apparently contradictory characteristics. It re':' 
quired him· to be· the son 'of man, the serva'nt 
and messenger of his heavenly Father, subject 
to human infirmitiEls and sorrows, obedient to 
aU the ceremonial requirements and moral in
junctions of the. Mosaic law-a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief.1 All this; therefore, 
our Lord professed himself to be. 

Still he scrupled not to hold forth to his 
followers a heavenly reward, the presence and 
enjoyment of God, a recomperise for their suf

I Isaiah liii. 3. 
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feiings in his cause, which should in this life 
be a hundred fold beyond their sacrifices, and 
should in another consist of perfeCt holiness and 
inconceivable bliss .. 

Claims so numerous and so various, necessa-
'rily implied correspondent relatiohs a~ arising 
out of them:. He had to conduct himself as the 
Son of God and Messiah, in aU the elevated arid 
all the lowly oifices irivolved. in those titles. He 
,had, at the same time, to sustain all the relations 
,that sprung froin the peculiar characters be
longing to hini as Redeem~r, teacher, and re'" 
warder of his disciples; 

But this is not all:, besides these offices~ our 
Lord assumed another and distinct function, 
qeinanding an apparently different conduct arid 
deportment. He proposed himself as the pat
terh and example of every hunian excellence 
to his followers. He assumed to embody the 
moral precepts of his religion in his own life, 
and to be himself all that he required of his 
followers. He reduced all his rules to the one 
direction of following his steps. 

Finally, he claimed, on the footing of all these 
qualities and testimonies, to be the FOUNDER 

OF THE CHRISTIAN DISPENSATION, the Au .. 
thdr and Finisher of the faith of the Gospel; 
to introduce t4e liist and most perfect aml uni-
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v~rsal.form of. r,ev'ealed trutp;. fulfilling, all the 
prep~ratory .. er;!onomy, and carrying out ever.y' 
bra~ch . of. r~~igion :. to its ,utmost ,extent" and 
with the greatest advantage.,: 

Such an union of pretensions 
heard of before 'or since amongst men. 
Lord is beyond comparison the mos~ extra!rr
dinary. personage that ever ad vanced ,his claim's 
on earth. ,In the, whole business of man:sJre-' 
d~mpti'~n, wonderful in all its parts-in jts her;, 
gin~ing, its progress, its completion-.the malia 
wonderful, part j~ the,diversified n'ame,s and of~.' 
fi~es of ~ur Lcird, as compared with)}i& actua}, 
cond,uct.in flllfilling;them. ',' " ;'i"" :.'! .. ; 

• j'" f '. 1 ,; : : .. : ~ .'.) l' , 

i I~Y" ~~erYi .pa~{ ~f., these pretensioIlS;' hel laid! 
hirp~eK, oP~PJo}~e scrutiny of mankind"wIIBy; 
eviery ;~~~:?f.;them, ;he,exposed a surface: fOfc,iu':'l 
v,estigatio.n ~ide as the various and distin.ct duties; 
spri~gi~g frorrithem. A nd by the com binatioq._Qf; 
the whole"he, has furnished materials, Jofo .. the 

: , ' ; ;. ,..: I ~ ,~ • • . ~ 

internal. confirmation of his religion, which;:are: 1.1 dj I ~ ,~'!'.t" ' .. ' ", . 

as new as. they,are inexhaustible, wb,ich,;th~ 
~ i.: i' f. i \) , i· j 

stu,dyof~ges only. incompletely ,develops, I andt 
whi~h' '~~~l~i,~, to the present hquf jJl a'!Ctneir, 
fr~sh~e~s.~~d , beauty, 'for the admiration'd qf 
e~~~y ~h~~bli~nd obedient inquirer.:; .;, ,Id,' 

Le~ us~~hen?' consider the life and ,c<mfluct ,;<;>(i 

'o~~ Lord,as ~orppared with his pretensions.; "j1 i 
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, In his more peculiar character as MEDIATOR 

In his private character and PERSONAL EXCEL':: 

LENC.IES. In his public and exalted cha'raCtei 
a&THE FOUNDER OF THE CHRISTIAN REVE

LATION. 

t ~ ;" . , , . 

.,:In the first, he is the promised MESSIAH of 
the church;' in the second, he is the model and 
EXA. P LE of his disciples; in the third, he is 

the divine AUTHOR of an universal 'religion'. 
In all, his deportment will be found to 'furnish, 
a subsidiary but irresistrble: argu~'ehf in' fa-
vour of Christianity. ' '. 

Our object, of course, in considering these 
points, will not be to bring out the external 
evj(lences as involved in them, but the illternar 
proofs arising from such divine excellencie's in 
Chri.st's character as they were the occasion of 
displaying. 

But here a difficulty presents. itself; not' 
arising from any intricacy in the subject to be 
discussed~ but from' the incompetency of man' 
to do justic~ to it: for who can set forth the 
character of Christ? It demands much of the 
sanctity of Jesus to comprehend his unspeak
able dignity and holiness. What mind can 
fully embrace such a theme? And where are 
the hearers who are sufficiently acquainted with 

VOL. II. K' 
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the gospel' history? . Who has studied: as' he 
should, the records . of' the life of the Son of 
God? Our. argument can o~ly be estimated in 
proportion as the .copious references, on which, 
it rests, meet with the well-informed mind. 

Grant me, then, at least, your attention; a 
may Godvou'chs'afe' to us grace to study, with 
a docile and impartial temper, the divine' cha
racter of his well":beloved Son! 

'. 

We are first to' point out the conduct of . 
our Lord in HIS MORE PECULIAR CHARACTER' 

AS MEDIATOR. 

This will include his deportment as the Son 
of God and Saviour., of the world; as a divine 
teacher; asappearirig in a state of humilia
tion ; and promising a heavenly recompense to 
his disciples. " .... ,', 

1. Observe, then, the manner in which' our 
Lord sustained his high claims of beinO' THE SON 

, 0 

, OF GOD AND THE SAVIOUR OF THEWORL,D: 

Here we may. first remark, that they are. not. 
put forth ostentatiously, but only as occasions 
called for them.'''' There are, indeed, explicit. 
declarations of.his exalted origin. He called God 

his Father, in the sense of making himselfequal with 
God. l He asserted, Before Abraham was, Iarll.'.t 

I John v. 17, 18. 2 John viii. 58. 

I..ECT. XVII.J MEDIATOR. 131 

But these and many similar claims sprang from 
the circumstances in which he was placed, and 
were not made for the mere purpose of asserting 
his own dignity. It is incidentally, rather than: 
formally, that you see divinity breaking forth. 
You hear him command angels and devils ; you 

. , see~ him work miracles in his own name; you 
observe how he forgives sins, assumes to be 
greater 1ilan Solomon, replies to the thoughts 
of his hearers, and calls on. men to believe in 
and honour him, even as they believed and ho-
nou.red the Father. . 1 ' 

. Yet he enters into no details on these points, 
no explanations of the mode of ,his union with 
the Father. He leaves these to'be inferred. He 
speaks, of tqem . with the ease and naturalness 
with which one, horn a prince, would speak of 
his father's court aFid attendants-without sur
prise, without introduction, w~thout effort, with-' 
but detailed description.' The invisible world, 
mansions in paradise, legions of angels, his own 
advent in glory to judge the world, are evidently 
matters with which he is familiar. The asto..:. 
'nishing scene at, his baptism, the splendours 
of. the transfiguration, the various offices per
formed towards him by angels, the repeated 
testimonies from his; Father by a voice from 
heaven, pass, as matters of course~ and create 

K2 
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no extraordinary-emotion, in 'the mind of thJ 
Son'of God·. ii' J" II I!, ;' :) . , ,':; .:1' 

\ ,In'the mean'time, every thing has an evident 
reference" to his ~undertaking, as the prom~ised 
Messiah and Saviou'r Of mankind. With w'hat . 
dignity and wisdom is all made to bear on tha~t 
one, object;· .With ,what' majesty, and' yet. uIi~' ~ 
affected· simplicity and compassion,· did he"opeii 
the book in I the synagogue of N azareth,)'and~ 
having read the prophetic description'o(his 
~ffice; declare, ,This day is this Scripture fUlfilled 
myoul'ears} ,With what a mixtureofautho'rity 
and ~: tenderness ,did he, on another occasion; 
claim .that 'All': things were delivered to' him of, 
his. Father; :an4 that: n()', man knew who' the Son 
was,1 save the' Father~:nor who the Father was~ stlVe 
the: Son,' and ihe ,to whomsoever the Son should reveal 
him; and then soften the claim and adapt it to 
the~lpurpdsesJof his ·mission, by inviting. the 
wcal'yand hedvy laden to come unto him for ,rest??
'With. what· dignity did he call on those who ~p_ 
plied to him, to entertain the highest thoughts 
ofl!his,.power, to repose their faith in his word,' 
and to expect. relief in proportion to their ho
nourable conceptions of his office and person. 

,:And how remarkably does he mingle his own 
name with his Father's, his own works wit~ his 

I Luke iv. 21. • Matt. xi. 26 -28. 
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F,ather's .. his own glory. with his ,.Father's, for 
,the purpose of elevating and fortifying the faith 
9~.hisdisciples. ' He that hath seen,me,hath.·seen 
t~f(.F(lther. Whatsoever ye ask in my name, I will do 
~t".that; the Father may be glor[fiedin the Son. 
T,hi$ sickness is not unto death, but for the glor.y 0/' 

~ Gpt;l,i t,hat the Son 0/' God may be glorified thereby. 
4n.4 now, 0 ,Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
~flf, with .~e glory which I had with thee before the 
wprldwas. 1 ..t. ,: ,. .'1iijl: 
" 
.\)1 will not stop to ask whether; these points 
sl~ffl.ciently prove that our Lord,sustained"in;a 
p're~eminent manner, his high c1aims,ofbeing the 
Sonof God and the Saviour ofthewodd. !iYdu 
" ' 

se~ the refulgence orhis, Divinity.; you are;coml. 
pelled to recognize his glory, the: glol'yaso/' the 
only begotten of the Father ,Iullo/' grace and.truthl~ 

;,,1 ;, .' ' , ~ . :. i ~ ',' •• 1 'j l'" , " \ \ 

. ,;t2 •. But· consider our' Lord's"condu~tl' ~SJlA: 
TEACHER AND REVEALER 'Of THE " WI,L',T';\\'()'P 

GOD, which formed the next part. of his peculiar 
character as Mediator. How admirable i was 
both the manner.and the matter.of his instruc~ 
tions. 

N ever was a .MANNER of instruction so. DIG

NI.I,<'IED AND.l~ORCIBLE, and at the, same time 
so lIIILD, AND ATTRACTIVE. 

I John xiv. 9-13; xi. 4; xvii. 5. ~ John i. 14. 
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How DIGNI~'iEDAND FORCIBLE are his dis:.. 
courses. You see the messenger from heavgn" 
the Messiah, the maker and creator of all things. 
He speaks with, the native majesty of the Son of 
.God. Sentences full of weight, briefaphori'sn~s, , 
(luthoritative commentson the errors of the Jews, 
clear and' conclusive decisions on the import of~ , 
the hiw~ messages' se'n't, 'and demands issued 
with a solemnity. which penetrates the hearers, 
short lessons left on the minds of the crowds by 
whom he was surrounded ;-these were his me
,thods of teaching; ,all most suitable to the cha
racterwhich Christ bore, but utterly inconsistent 
with every other.', Even his most familiar para- , 
bles breathe aniiuiate divinity, proceed on the 
supposition' of his ',uriion with the Father, anq 
his glorious advent .to.judge the world. The 
simplest images and illustrations are big with 
hidden majesty.' He is the Light of the world; 
the living Vine, the Bread of God, the hid-' 
den Treasure, th~ Pearl of unknown price,' the 
Way, the' Truth, and .theLife. Every 'idea 
inspires awe and reverence in the mind of the 
astonished hearer. 

And yet, with all this dignity, how MILD AND 

ATTRACTIVE is his manner of teaching ! Lo, he 
takes up young children in his arms. See, he 
passes softly and meekly from place to place, 'not 
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breaking the bruised 1'eed, nor lifting up his. voice in 
the streets. 1 Hear him condescending ~o the com
, prehensions of the populace in his most striking 
parables, where the implied , authority and ma-
jesty are still surrounded with the utmost simpli
city and attractiven'ess. The most' obvious 

_ 'images clothe ideas the most im portant and deep. 
What exquisite touches. are there in the para;. 
bles of~e prodigal ~on, the good Samaritan, 
the' ten virgins, the marriage feast! How, in:.. 

. telligible and familiar are the illustrations drawn 
from the incid~nts of each. place and ti~e! 
When he gives sight to the blind, he speaks of 
himself as the light of the world; when little 
children are brought unto him, he makes them 
an example of humility; when he views the 
lilies of the field, he discourses' of providence; 
when the produce of the; earth appears before 
him, he bids his disCiples to judgeoC men, by 
their fruits: when he is seated at' a feast, he 
speaks of the gospel 'entertainment; when he 
washes the discipl~s' feet, he discourses of pu
rity of heart. Never was there a c~urse of 
religious doCtrines so familiar, so lovely in the 
manner of their being conveyed, as those of 
our Lord. 

And why should I speak of the MA1".I'ER of 
them? What heart has not·been affected with 

1 Mat~. xii. 20: 
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the GRA.N.DE"(JR,an,~yetfFACILITY; the EARN'EST'" 
:NESS and.yebwu8D,o:rvr,;,apparentin;the .maHer 
QJ ()ur/ Saviour;~ ,doctrine? ",' ill:. ,'II; be: .JIll 

.j j :It was;, indeed, in alL the substance of it, full 
-()fv.RA.NDEUR., of the most majestic, 'novel,< ~nd. 
,':Y~ighty commUIiications to man;; .. Durdivine 
Teacher fills and overwhelms the mind withth~ 
mo.st , sl,lblhne jdeas, and pours out doctrines, 
.which, :to the, ignorant.::and., prej udiced'l J'ews~ 
were most surprising and strange •. eHe :unfolds 
the ;t¥lysteries' of .. the ,~ingdom of· heaveD';: Ihe 
displays ithe, ric~esJof the· gospel; 'heassumes 
,the, I position 1 qfl a, .:legislator in expounding the 
la w"i ·;he r.ep~ls_ ,the:pride . and, traditions' of the 
s~ribes . an&r pharisees with, ;indignation:;i ,lie' 
.converses ,on.the gubject of hi's sufferings/with 
.pr()phetsi:lawgivers,-and, angels ';' . he, opens' the 
hidden!meaning.ofltheancient predictions ;.) he 
detectsjall.,the ,secrets of the human heart. '.AU 
ig'so\peculiar; 'so. elevated, so divine, as. to leave 
aIhimpre'ssion : of 'grandeur and infinite 'excel
lepcyon the mind. -r I d~ 

.;t:And'yet' ,no doctrine was ever so INTELU
G I'B LiE AND SIMPLE as toi ts practical bearings 
and; its results; I, It was precisely level to man's 
comprehensions; it made religion clear, in
teresting, persuasive. The instructions are 
adapted to the habits of thinking of the poor, are 
opened and expanded for their capacities, sepa-
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rated from·· points.of difficulty arid abstraction, 
and presented only in the :aspect which regarded 
their duty and hopes. ',Thematter 'is such as 
kiot to gratify, but inform; 'not to smite with 
snrprise,-but love; not to impose 'by mere 
grandeur, but convey practical knowledge with 

. condescension and grace. "",;' ,; 
- .,:Noris'the union of urgency and zeal,'with for;. 
pearanceilnd :wisdom, less obvious in our Lord1s 
instructions: for how ASSIPUOUS AND E.A:RNEST 
was he in his doctrine! How solemn, hoW' perre\
trating, how imnortunate! He~was always incul .. 
cating his divine lessons; . He went, aboutfroin 
place. to .place preachi ng incessan tl y the gos pel of 
the kingdom. ' .1Iewas always at work, always 
the-r teacher. • He instructed men' before, ,and 
during, and after his miracles ... He under~oolf 
journeys" and, neglected ordinary. accommoda!. 
tions, and even food, in order to teach particl1,,: 
lar, sinners. It was his meat and drink to {io,the 

witt of him that sent him, aJidjinish -his: work} 
He never yieldijd in his efforts whilst any hope 
remained, but inculcated again and again,'the 
same 'lessons under various forms-sometimes 
accumulating three or four parables to enforce a 
single point. . T,he zeal of his Father's house con
sumed him,'). as it were: and he was straitened 
till he had fully accomplished his ministry. 

I John iv. 14, 2 John xi. 17. 
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. And yet with what FORBEARANCE AND WIS

DOM was all the m~tter of his instructions tem
pered !, How I gradmllly did he introduce 'the 
more humiliating parts ofhisdoctririe !. ,He first 
establishes:his' mission by his divine works, and 
then follows them by the simpler truths of 
gospel. He begins with the call to repentance~ 
He goes on' enlarging the boundary of his les- ' 
sons with the widening knowledge of the peo~ 
pIe. 'He reserves the doctrine of his sufferings 
till the one half of his ministry is expired. l ' He 
leaves the details and consequences of his death 
for the dispensation of the Spirit. He knows 
how to vary-his matter, sometimes' communi
cating truth obliquely, sometimes directly:; at 
one time in plain terms, at other times covertly; 
as wisdom pointed out and occasions suggested. 
He did not put new wine into old bottles, nor in
sert anew cloth into an old garment,2 by teaching 
doctrines Jor which his disciples were not pre
pared: he 'hastened nothing; forestalled no.;, 
thing; but taught precisely those lessons which 
a perfect wisdom dictated. 

Never was there such a teacher as Jesus 
Christ. I speak not now of the miraculous 
works which attended his doctrine; that is 
not our topjc; but of those excellencies in sus
taining his claIms of a divine instructor, which 

1 Matt. -xvi: 2 Matt. ix. 17. 
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~in the heart~which give the Impression; not 
only. of the truth of the religion whi~h he 
taught, but of that unioll of grandeur and con
descension, of zeal and wisdom, of dignity and 
forbearance, of gentleness. and authority, of 
sublimity and plainness, which was most ex., 
~ctly agreeable to the preceding parts of ,his 
~'haracter as the Son of God and the Saviour of 
the wllrld, and which most clearly confirmed all 
the direct proofs of his mission. 

3. But it may he as_ked, How did our Lord 
support the most difficult of all parts.: T~I E 

STATE OF HUMILIATION to which he likeWIse 
professed himself to be called? Nothing. is so 
rare as the bearing with dignity a contmued 
state of sorrow, woe, degradation. Yet in no
thing was oQr Lord's character more admirable, 
than in the whole mannel' in which he sustained 
his lowly condition upon earth. The ineffable dig
nity and meekness of all he did, were rendere.d 
more conspicuous by the very meanness of hIS 
circumstances, and even by those sufferings of 
his life and death, which would have tarnished 
or obscured the virtues of anyone else., Mark 
the humble Saviour as he' passes through his 
state of voluntary abasement. Observe him, 
before his public ministry, subject to his re
puted parents. See him, at his entrance on 
it, led into the wilderness, to be tempted forty 
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qfl:y~ ofr the. ,d,~vHi .,F.ollow, him ,afterwards 
iM9 hi,~, reti~ell),eJ}t.s; his solitude,. his'mountain1-
orator!es. ',Hei1sh,':lns.popularity. andd,isplay. 
He <l wells. at the" despised city of Nazareth, 
or the, little. fishing town of Capernaum.', He 
refuses,.to :pe .. called, rabbi. He. commands 
t~ose who~ he.hadhe;;tled to conceal his mighty~ . 
w:prks.", He Jej~ctsi all appearances of flattery~ 
n?,~('Y,\n,!llg·eveIl·,to be called good,~when,the rea:~ 
s'?,u,pqpe appepation wasmisconceived.,iIThus 
will~ngly ap9.d,eterminately does he dr~cend 
in,to ~hevaVey; ,qf hUmiliation, and. proceed in.it 

~~rpug~?}l~ N'~lllli~is_~ry., .We wonder nQ ~pnger 
t9ft ~h~ l,JW:Sk~ ,Rf~is divine glory .werelW hright-i' 
e,~ ~~fJ?~,"Ef,fr~qv.ell~;. ,all is with him designe<;l,. 
ap~sement and concealment.. View the man, of. 

; I !,' :: , ,,},' i ~ - • ". . , l l ' .• 

s~rro\Vs lElHd~ring the. contradiction. of sinner.s 
as',~il!st ~}lllself~. ; See him the object of ,COUri 
t~ITl pt ap<i,; s,co.rn ! , . Hear him calumniated, ,as, 
h~W,il?g ~,~evil,aud being mad! Even his bre" 
thren reject,him. Observe, he has not where: to. 

ttl .. ' I ,. . 

lay his head! Mark the people' eager to cast 
h~~ ~own frpm the precipice.-Andnotice how 
hesustains all this treatment, how. he walks;in, 
th~ lowly tract of depression, without murmur
ing~ ,without despondency, without degrading his 
divine person, his heavenly design, his heavenly 
Father, his heavenly home! . From this very 
darkness, . burst forth from time to time the 
softest rays of light and glory. 
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tJ i >But who can'meditate on the last scen/e' of"(>iir 
Lord's sufferings, withou( perceiving the 'cairn. 
dignity with which he sustains them! He la~s 
aside' his garment, he girds himself with a towel,' ke 
washes his disciples'feet,' at the moment'when any 
o'ther sufferer would have been wrapt in'though~, 
~fid been working himselfupto an effort of silent 
fQrtitude. 2 He proceeds' in the 'mighty woe: 
Thegalden of Gethseinane witnesses hisag-ony, 
and the resignation which sustained it--..:the tra.i;. 
tor approaches-the bar of Pilate follows~Cal~ 
vary closes the tragic' scene.-·· And what'inee~
ness appears throughout, 'what composiIre,.wh~t 
faith;:- what self-possession, what pity for 1 his 
disciples !,-Humiliation was neve'r seen~~o deep:~ 
nor 'supported with such magnanimity;' ! Be arch 
all'the records of ·history, and" nothing 'can' De 
found· so touching, nothirig so elevated,as

1lthe 
manner in which our SaviourconducU"id !lHlh:': 
selfduring his state of abaserhent, '~ridv'indi
cated this par~of the claims which' he made: 1,. 

",>, L .t ' 
~, . - . 

. . ;. '1'\' 

':'4: But it is important to consider theOcon-
). -:1 .{o' 

duct 'of our Lord as to the HEAVENLY R'EWARI? 
T~lAT HE PROMISED TO HIS DISCIPLEs.!We 
cannot better judge of the bearing of any one's 
real, character who professes to found' a reli-

, . 
1 John xiii. 2, &c. • Bowdler. 
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gion, thapbyconsidering the end which he sets 
before his followers; . the' reward he holds forth 
at the close orhis undertaking. How then does 
the divine' Jesus. support his pretensions'to 
the distribution of final recompenses? Wliat is 
the sort of happiness which he proposes? What 
description does he present of it? How does it . 
$tand related to himself? 

.N ow the very nature of the reward which our 
divine Lord proposes, is a confirmatiQn of all his 
claims.' For the:happiness which he promises, 
is' to, flow: exclu'sively from holiness, purity, an 
immediate .access ,to: God, the full attainment of 
that obedie,nee which was sincerely though im.,. 
perfectly practised on earth; the cOlllpletion of 
the gracipus, sanctification of the Holy Spirit, in 
all its principles;. exercises, and effects; unim
peded by a body-ofsiri and death, and carried 
out into all its blessed consequences and fruits
a reward thi's, the whole character of which is 
an ,attestation Of his divine mission. 

And yet, in the description, or rather hints 
which our Lord gives of this heavenly state, he 
confines himself to a few 'brief points of infor
mation. He gives no detail, he gratifies no cu
riosity, he tells us nothing of the invisible world, 
alld the system of things there carried' on. He 
just opens enough to animate our hope and sti-
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. mulate oUf diligence; and then drops the cur-;
\ tain" and leaves us to enter heaven.in order to 

understand it. . 
,; But here remark-and it is a point of sin~ 
'gular importance, and one entirely unheard of 
in tlie case of any other author of a . religiori-. 
this pure and happy state in the heavenly world 
is ~epresented as the being with himself, the 
being like Christ, the beholding of Christ's 
glory. That is, QUR DIVlioiE MASTER HI~:1SELF 
CONSTlTUTES HEAVEN-. 'his presence confers 
unutterable joy: to 'be with,him and . like' hiin, 
is both holiness and happiness. There is an 
inexpressible majesty in this conception, which 
is yet introdllced and repeated with the utmost 
naturalness and ease.-,-Heaven is the entering 
into the .felicity, and partaking of the blessed-
ness, of Jesus Christ. . 

'Need I say, then; that the peculiar 'charac
ter and deportment of our Lord as Mediator, 
which is'the ·first division of our arg'ument; 
abounds with the inost copious and endearing 
testimonies to the truth of all his pretensions?" 

We proceed to consider, 
II. The manner in which he supported his 

claims AS THE EXAMPLE OF HUMAN VIRTUE 
TO HIS DISCIPLES-this regards our L()rd's 
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private, as the former referred to his peculiar 
and official, charaCter. , I' 

It might be doubted, indeed, how all these 
high and exalted 'particulars could stand with 
this additional claim which Christ advanced, of 
being the. pattern and, humble example 'of his 
followers. Surely here, we might think, our 
Saviour must fail to support an assumption ap~ 
parently so contradictory. And yet it is here 
that his character shines forth most resplend
ent. The personal virtues of our Lord, ,the 
private tenor of. his life, his spotless purity, be
nignityand grace, as fully make out his title to 
be the standard of moral excellency, as. the 
rest of his character vindicates his other pre
tensions. There are, indeed, as the preceding 
topics demonstrate, parts of his conduct in 
which he is not imitable by us-he appears of
ten as the only begotten of the Father, as the 
Saviour of the world, as one on whom the 
anointing Spirit immeasurably rested, to qualify 
him for a wholly peculiar ministry. But these 
actions are readily distinguished; and the, far 
larger portion of our Saviour's conduct remains 
as the attractive object of our imitation and 
love. 

Some SEPAHATE VIRTUES in our blessed Mas
ter shall first be noticed; and then a few remarks 
offered on the UXION of them in his holy life. 
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.;;;:1 .. Observe, first, 'HIS'PIETY AND DEVOTION 

TO HIS HEAVENLY FATHfR.· 'l'hough, .he thad 
1-noisin to confess, _and no corrupt nature .to sub
fdue ;:. yet. how habitually. fervent was he in his 
-devotions, ' acknowledgments, 'and humiliation 
'before his heavenly Father. He refers every 

,.thing to him.. He begins no great act without 
'solemnprayer ;. on more than one occasion 
';spendirr~ . the. : .. whole . night in supplication. 
Wh:en he multiplied the five loaves and the. two 

-.fishes for the supplyof the five thousa~d,i he look-
ed upto:heaven and blessed.them .. ;When·he 

'approached the grave of La~arus, he firs~pr~ye~ 
'sdlemnlyto his, Father. He .t~ught :hlS ·dlSCI
-vIes a 'prayer, which for brevity, asPaley·?b
:-set'ves; fullness of meaning, suitableness, and~lm
i'plicity,' stands unrivalled. He professed not' to 
'ao his, own . will, .but the will of his -Father;;! to 
·accomplish. which was his meat . and drink. 
Throughqut his life, he directed every act to his 
.Father's glory. Twice he purged r the temple 
with severe authority, in order to vindicate;his 

'Father's honour. His trust in Him was uniform, 
'strong,iapparent, on every occasion. There was, 
'3o;far as we can judge, a continued communion 
going on between his heavenly Fath~r and the 
'mind of our blessed Lord; Zeal for Ins glory so 
filled: him, that he was straitened till he had ac_ 
complished his holy undertaking. J us't before 

VOL. II. 
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his agony. he presents us with a specimen of his 
intercession before th%throne of God. In his last 
sufferings. holy trust, resignation, prayer, love 
tohis heavenly Father •. sustained him. Christ'.s 
character was a devout, religious, elevated cha .. 
racter, supported by inward princIples of faith 
and love to God, and confidence in him. Christ's ~ 
was, in the proper sense of the term, a most pious 
life. This was 'a main ingredient. This strike$ 
the mind at every turn. And yet there was nothing 
of the secl~ded and austere mixed with the de ... 
vout in him., It was precisely a piety so ex
pressed, and so mingled with all his conduct, a!) 
to furnish a perfect example to his followers, 

N ext to his piety towards God, was HIS B E

NEVOLENCE AND COMPASSION TOWARDS MAN. 

Nothing was more apparent in our Lord, than 
genuine goodwill, kindness. tenderness of 
heart. His life was not one of strict justic~ 
merely, but of overflowing benig9~~y, 1 He 
went about to bless and console this sorrowing 
world. His miracles were almost all acts of 
kindness and beneficence-healing all manner' 
of disease, casting out devils, restoring sight to 
the blind. and ev~n raising again the dead. 
Instead of displaying the portentous powers by 
whjoh the mission of Moses was made to 
triumph over 'the rebellious Pharaoh; in the 

1 Abp. Newcombe. 
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benevolent Jesus all was characteristic of the 
I peace and go~dwill which he came to proclaim} 

He was our bro'ther. one like unto ourselves. 
, sin only excepted. When he saw an amiable 

young man, then he loved him. When he be
held the multitude fainting, he had compassion 

< on th~m, because they were scattered and were 
as sheep that had no shepherd. As he ap
proachect the city of N ain, Behold a dead man 
was carried out, the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow: and Jesus, when he saw her, had 
compassion on her, an,d said unto her,2 Weep 
not. And he came and touched the bier, (and they 

, that bore him stood still,) and he said, Young man. 
I say unto thee, arise. ' And he that was dead sat up 
and began to speak, and he delivered him to his 
mother,.3 Was ever such genuine, deeply-seated 
benevolence before seen! The whole narrative 
teems with compassion. Thus, also, when he 
was approaching the ungrateful city of J erusa .. 
lem, whose inhabitants were just about to im
bue their hands in his blood, how did he weep' 
over it, as winding round the heights of the 

1 Doddridge observes, that our Lord wrought more bene
ficent miracles in one afternoon, than any of the ancient pro
phets in the course of a whole life. See Matt. ix. 33. 

2 At once, before he had begun the intended restoration. 
3 Luke vii. 

L2 
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Mount of Olives, it burst upon his view: 1 his 
own sufferings forgotten, the shouts of the ap
plauding multitnde unheard, he is absorbed ih 
the miseries about to fall on the people for their 
sins I Again, who can fully· conceive of 
compa~sion 'which led him, when expiring in 
death, to provid~ a refuge for 'his mother, 'when'" 
a sword was going through her very heart, as 
she beheld her son in the agonies of the cni
cifixion! 

Time forbids me to point out how this bene
volence of Christ flowed forth in the forgive
ness of injuries-nor is' it needful. Not a single 
word of resentment, nor any expression of per
sonal displeasure, ever came out of his mouth. 
He was daily and hourly returning good for evil, 
till, on the cross, he prayed for the very wretches 
who were driving the nails into his hands and 
feet-Father, forgive them, they know not what 
they do.2 

Nor is it necessary to dwell on THAT MEEK

NESS AND LOWLINESS OF SPIRIT which' so 
remarkably appeared in our Lord, but which 
we have just noticed in describing ·his conduct 
in his state of humiliation. In fact, so meek 
was Jesus, and so confessedly was this the 
whole impr~ss of his character, .that he could 

I Mr. Jowett m~ntions this touching circumstance in his 
Researches. 2 Luke xxiii. 34. 
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call on his disciples to imitate him in this 
respect, without rendering his sincerity for a 
moment questionable. Learn of me, for I am 
meek and lowly of hem·t. l

· The soft and gentle 
spirit of Christ ~is ever apparent. As a lamb 
dumb before his shearers, so opened ~e not his 
mou,th.2 Instead of the ambition, the susceptibi
lity of affronts, the self-confidence, the personal 
importaJlce, . which appeared in other moral 
teachers, our Lord was uniformly gentle and 
lowly. It is impossible even for the unbeliever 
to deny, and indeed he does not venture to 
deny, the meekness and lowliness of Christ's 

character. 
Then consider HIS SUPERIORITY TO THE 

WORLD - to the passions, objects, opinions, 
pleasures, indulgences, love of ease; regard 
to fame, to riches, to display, to influence, to 
praise-which the Scripture includes under 
that comprehensive term, and which have ever 
ensnared, under one form or other, all merely 
human teachers. In our Saviour we see no
thing of a worldly spirit :-there was no court-:
ing of the great, no fawning over the persons 
of the noble, no haunting the palaces of kings, 
no deference to the authority of powerful and 
wicked men, no debates about human politics 
and temporal interests, no desire after wqrldly 

I Matt. xi. 29.-Bowdler. • Isaiah liii. 7. 
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distinction or dominion, no leaning to an out
ward splendour and an external Messiahship, 
such as the Jews desired and fei~ned. On the 
contrary, never was there so unworldly a clia
racter, never such disinterestedness, never"s 
superiority to all the glare and bustle and 
attraction of the world and worldly glory~ 
He estimated things as they really were, and 
acted simply and invariably upon that estimate; 

. He was not of the world; he was of another 
'spirit, engaged in other pursuits, touched by 
other interests, bent on high and nobler ends. 
And in no respect is his example more perfect 
in itself, and more necessary to us, than in his 
overcoming of the world. l 

Then mark the STRICT TEMPERANCE AND 
COMMAND OF THE INFERIOR APPETITES 
which our Lord exercised-a rare and difficult 
attainment! But what self-denial, what ab
stinence from indulgence, what freedom from 
every thing like the stain of excess, appeared 
in Christ! His temperance how pure, how 
elevated, how vigilant, how uniform, how natu
tal! He wrought no miracle for the supply of 
his own wapts-you hear of none of these wants. 
He pities the multitude, indeed, and feeds them 
miraculously; but for himself, he has not where 
to lay his head. Whilst he sits instructing the 

I John xvi. 33. 
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Samaritan woman, he accounts that he has 
meat to eat which his disciples knew not of; whilst, 

. as to them, they are compelled to go into the 
city to purchase food. l 

Join to these virtues, THE FORTITUDE AND 

CONSTANCY which appeared in our Redeemer 
-:-that quality of mind which is compounded of 
courage, patience and· perseverance; which 
knows. not how to yield in a great under
bi.king; which is daunted by no opposition, and 
faints under no discouragement; which endures 
contradiction, violence, in-justice, oppression. 
With what fortitude does our Lord bear the 
incessant hostility and perverseness of the 
Jews! With what constancy and boldness 
does he arraign the vices and hypocrisy and 
cruelties of the scribes and pharisees! When 
did he betray any symptoms of cowardice or 
the fear of man 1 When did he fly in dejection 
or irresolution 1 No: he fainted 'not,. neither 
. was discouraged, till he had set judgment in the 
earth.'}. 

THE PRUDENCE AND DISCRETION which 
ever adorned our divine Master must not 
be overlooked. These made a remarkable, 
though not a disproportionate, part of his cha
racter. He never invited attack by imprudence, 
nor provoked hostility by intemperate rashness. 

I John iv. 8. 2 Isaiah xlii. 4. 
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When. no.'goo~l could. be effected in one spot, 
het 'withdrew. to' another. The questions dic
tated1by.curiosity or· craft, he repelled ,by wis
dom;, proposing other questions, or inculcat~ng 
a; general doctrine, or, softening reproof, by the 
veil of a parable. The forethought, the 
sideration of circumstances, the adaptation of 
mea'ns to the desired end, the disposition of . 
the. several parts of his doctrine to their proper 
purposes .and to, the class of his auditory, his 
determimition under a choice of difficulties, his, 
address: ,in defending his disciples when ac
cused, his apologies before the bigoted Jews, 
marked our Lord's wisdom. The human heart 
lay. open before him: difficult questions and 
sudden, turns only served to display his con
summate prudence.' Yes, he did all things well,:! .. 
his prudence was as conspicuous in the man
ner, as his benevolence in the execution, of his 
designs. 

,2. But I must not detain you longer on the 
separate graces of our Saviour's personal cha
racter, much as they might be extended .. I 
must proceed to offer a few remarks on the 
UNION, of them in his mast holy life; for he com
bined all the various branches of moral excel- . 
leney, and exhibited in equal perfection the 

1 Mark vii. 37. 
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graces and vir~ues the most op~~site to each 
other without the proximate fallmgs, or any 
deca; in vigour and consistency. And in this 
respect our Lord surpassed an human examp~es 
of virtue. It is a common remark, that a.prm
ciple of opposition, and as it were compensa
tion runs through the work's of the Almighty. 
Th: stronger virtues are seldom found without 
an allmnce of austerity, nor the softer without 
weakness and feebleness. l Still more uncom
inon is it to find the stronger and softer quali
ties in due proportion. Whilst no example is 
to be found, except in the blessed Jesus,' of all 
these being, not only united, but carried to 
the utmost height and preserved in one uni
form tenor. Yet such was the case in our 

Lord. 
His virtues were UNALLOYED WITH THE 

KINDRED FAILINGS. His temperance was un
accompanied with severity, his f~rtitude w~s 
without rashness, his constancy WIthout obstl, 
nacy, his self~denial without moroseness,' his 
devotion and piety without indifference to t~e 
affairs of life. And so, on the other hand, hIS 

'benevolence never sunk into weakness, his 
humility into fear of man, his love of n;tire~ent 
into inactivity, his tenderness into comphance 

with sin. 
1 Bowdler. 
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Not only so j: THE OPPOSITE, AND TO US 

APPARENTLY CONTRADICTORY, GRACES WERE- . 

FOUND IN HIM: ,IN EQUAL PROPORTlON. His 
elevation of mind, and sublimity in the concep
tion of divine things; were connected with . 
utmost facility and simplicity. His superiority 
to the world, and spirituality of affection, were'" 
equalled by his affability and freedom in con
versing .with mankind. His temperance and 
fortitude were adorned with the opposite graces 
of meekness and forbearance; his love and 
benignity with courage and decision of charac
ter; his compassion for sinners with the most 
pointed rebukes of the incorrigible and hypocri
tical. .His condescension in consorting with 
publicans and sinners, was united with the 
utmost purity and dignity j his incessant dili
gence with suavity; his zeal in the service of 
God, and in prosecuting his mission, with pru
dence and discretion. The active were thus 
allied with the contemplative virtues, the strong 
with the tender, theheroical with the retired. 
Each virtue was free from the proximate de
fect,. and accompanied with the opposite ex
cellency. 

Further than this, all was CARRIED TO THE 

UTMOST HEIGHT, AND CONTINUED IN ONE 

EV EN TENOR. Christ had uniformity and con
sistency ,of virtue, . in the strictest sense; he 
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bad strength of character. Power of every 
kind is less exhibited by violent efforts of short 
duration, than by a steady, unyielding agency 
and progression.! It was not at one time, but 
at every time j not in one situation, but in 
every kind of situation; not at the beginning 
of his ministry merely, but throughout it; not 
in one or two respects, but in all, that the 
virtues ~f Christ were manifested. And this 
at the greatest height of which the human 
nature is susceptible, and which the law of God 
requires. There is no flaw, no stain in our 
Lord's character; not a single defect, much 
less any crime. It was a perfect model for our 
imitation. Christ had never occasion to retract 
any statement, to qualify any expression, toundo 
any thing he ever said or did. 2 No omission, no 
slip, no error, no misapprehension, no gap or 
interruption in the circle of human excellencies, 
appeared in our blessed Saviour. 

The result was, that there was a PECULIAR 

HARMONY ,loveliness, and moral symmetry in 
our Saviour's personal character; that beauty 
of holiness which arises from the combimition 
and just proportion of all the various elements 

I BawdIer. 
St. Paul had to acknowledge, I wist not, brethren,' that 

it was the hiyh priest:.-:..Acts xxiii. 5.-but never ~us'the 
holy Jesus. 
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of which lit I is composed. Every thing :was of 
a piece:;: every· thing was most becoming;
every· thing, .was as it should be. 

And this completes the picture. This shows 
that we h~ve in our Lord the perfect model ~f . 
every virtue for his disciples, both as it regards 
the separate graces of his character, and the 
union and combination of them in all their pro-
portions"strength, and consistency. ," 

But this leads. us to consider the conduct and. 
deportment of Christ, as compared with, his 
pretensions. : .' : 

,: 

III. IN HIS PUBLIC AND EXALTEP CHA-. 
RACTER. AS THE FOUNDER OF THE CHRISTIAN 
·RELIGION .. , I • 

For all these separate parts of the life of 
·Christ were subservient to one great purpose, 
the founding of. the . gospel Revelation; and 

;each part prepared and qualified him for that 
great 'undertaking. ' 

In:order, then, to catch a view of the excel-: 
lencies of this result, we may notice the public 
character of Christ, in its suitableness to man; 
in its .surprising novelty and sublimity;. in its 
correspondence with the doctrines and precepts 
of his religion; and ~n the united impression 
and effect of the whole i-all heightened by the 
artless manner in which the narration is written. 
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L t. To begin with the topics which· we' have 
just been considering, it -is impossible not to 
observe THE SUITABLENESS TO THE N~CESSI
TIES OF MAN which appears in the founder of 
Christianity thus becoming our example. Man 
is led by example rather than by precept. He 
ne~ded a Saviour, not only to rescue him from 
guilt and death byhis merits and grace,buttoren
'der virt~e lovely and practicable, by his human 
'and personal excellencies. In the life of Christ, 
morality is set forth in action; it is embodied, 
it is made visible to the mortal eye, and ad
dressed to the mortal heart, in the most attrac-

. tive and engaging form. 
" And how exactly was the CLASS OF CHA RAC
TER and station which Christ occupied, adapted 
·to our case! He might have chosen any other, 
and been a perfect model of virtue :-he might 
'have appeared-except perhaps as his charac
'ter as the Saviour of'the world 'Was concerned 
-as a prince, a noble, a teacher of human 
or divine science; but such a life would: not 
have been so easily imitable by the great mass 
of mankind. Our Lord, therefore, became 
like one of ourselves; his life was spent in 
common affairs and duties. His is a most holy, 
but an ordinary, familiar, every-day life, passed 
in humble scenes and usual occurrences. l This 

1" The imitation of the life of Jesus is a duty of that ex-
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was exactly' what proud, vain-glorious man 
needed. 

Thep our Lord's was a 'SUFFERING character; 
and so yet further adapted to be our pattern in 
a suffering world. Any other life might have 
been as pure, but it could not have been so 
consolatory. A~ a suffe~er, his example is mor~~ 
frequently applicable, more, deeply meditated 
on, more precisely suited to the condition and 
afflictions of his followers. The patient, en ... 
during virtues are ,most conspicuous in him as , ' 
they are most needed by us. 

It was also a CAUl, COMPOSED character. 
There was a tranquillity, a retirement, a free.,. 
dom from violent emotions, an abstinence from 
excitement and disturbance throughout it. His 
emotions were chiefly those of benevolence, 
compassion, abhorrence of sin. These over
powered, on all occasions, the inferior passions; 
and were most directly in contrast with any 
charge of insincerity or enthusiasm, which his 
enemies r:night otherwise have imputed to him. 
Our Lord is precisely what he should be ;-he 

cellency and perfection, that we are blessed in it by its easi
ness, compliance, and proportion to us. For though he 
was without sin, yet the instances of his piety were the 
actions of a very holy" but ordinary life, without affright
ment of precedent or prodigious acts, greater than the imita
tion of man-sweet and humane and gentle."-Bishop J. 
Taylor. 
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appeared, and did,' and acted, and spake, in 
every respect as the founder of such a religion 
as Christianity required. 

, , 2. Remark next THE SURPRISING NOVELTY 

AND SUBLIMITY, of our Saviour'S deportment 
aud undertaking. H'is great purpose was ,en,. 
tirely new and unheard of at the time he 
appeare~ upon earth; it sprung completely 
from his own divine goodwill, and was inde
pendent, and indeed contrary, to the temper of 
the age and the outward con.dition in which he 
appeared. I do not like the term original, 1 as 
applied to our Lord's character, because we 
commonly mean by that word the efforts of 
unassisted genius, in the invention or execution 
of works of science or art. 

But his whole project and manner of acting 
were novel; were in no respect the product, of 
external circumstances; were not according to 
the taste of the age, and the sympathies of his 
countrymen. ,We know sufficiently. of the 
spirit of his contemporaries, of the traditions, 
the disorders, the expectations of a temporal 
deliverer, the contempt for the Heathen' and 
Samaritans, and even for Publicans and N aza.,. 
renes, which prevailed. We see in the disci
ples this impression of the age. Our Lord 

I Paley, and even Bishop Bird Sumner. 



,l60 :. ,CHR~ST TflE [L EG.:r .?C.Y,I[. 

'rises . i~npi~ely -.~RQV~ ,~t; his. character .. is~. J:.l.Qt 
created by, .circumstances; he :forms. ids f o:w.n 
project; he conceives the new and vast desjg}l 
of an universal religion: he acts upon that de-

,sign, though not a,single mind can.:sympat,hize 
with him; he possesses his soul in patience,,' 
the calm per~uasion of the success of his. unp:l(~ 
taking:, and yet every appearance was agaill~~jt 
-:-the prejudices of the Jews, the. notion~ at} 
temporal Messiah, the powers and auth~ri~ins 

,and intellectual habits of the whole ,wor,l<i. 
And there was nothing in our Saviour's .bir.~h, 
,,connexiolls, equcati'on, to raise him abov~ t!l~~!'l 
t,hiugs. ;;Yet ,not.a word escapes, him irnply!p,g 

,a ClQ~lbt orthe ultimate~ triumphs of his"religio;o., 
. .111 "all his; teaching and life .you "see a. cP9-
sciousness, ,which never forsakes him, of a rela-

'. '. .. • , ~.. ..., I • 

tion to the ,whole ,human race} What a va&t .. ' . '. . ,., .... 
aT\dnobled.esign; what superiority and gra~\-
de,UI>;o( thqught; what self-possession an~ 
c~lD?ll~~s i~ ,,:thepursuit;' what expanse.ipf 
cAar,ity; what, height of benevolence!,. ~A,.p~ 
,y~t his own· deflth was to intervene :-he, p,~~
,ce~v;~~, he foretells, he calmly describes, the,aqts 
(lty~olencewhich were about apparently to,Gllt 

,sQ<;>rt.,l}ll ,l)i~.pr~jectsL ~. What words ca~9011V:,ey 
,tl1e" i~n pr~~§i9n ! p~ ; the, character. of \ t,he,Aivl}te 
,f.ounder.of:Ch.~~tia.nity, when youvi~':'1.h~~t}l!, 

I,Dr.Channing. 
;; ...... ;. , 
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iinspited a~d. filled, I under~·such.circumstances, 
iWith"this rnighty~ plan, ·thesalvatiori, of"man-

k· d" ') ,. ), ,J;,.',!. . In '. ' . 
• I • I • ' r ,_ ~ , 

IsJ 3.~ :Remark, again, how thedifferent parts. of 
'dur' Lord's' character; springing' from' his t~-o

fOld ~ nature~ exactl y corr~s'pond' with his' under
itakihO', make' it 'natural, and join on upon'aU 
;Ure D~C"RINES AND 'PRECEPTS of Cliristianity 
'-vvhich we considered' in former'Lectures! . "We 
kfe'uo'1'anger astonished at the enterprise 'of 
rounding'an universal religion, when',we'recol
leet' that"here 'is an incarnate Deity, the 'only 
begotten of the Father, the Lord mighty,to 
save the Eternal Word, come on an' errand of , , , 

grace. 'And when we turn ,to the human 'parts 
of his character, and consider them as the Plat
terof his obedience, the ground of his'merits, 
the very sacrifice' which he came to ,offer,f the. 
case is still further unfolded. : The, mystery, 
indeed, of the uni~n of the divin~ with'1ithe 
human nature remains unexplained; \ bilt"the 
fact of it is clearly laid down, as thefoundaHbn 
Of his' mission, many of the' ends of which 'it 
'develops; whilst the combination ,of the' quali-'. 
ties arising, without confusion, 'from 'the ,two 
natures, constitutes the peculiarity of our Lord's, 
character as the founder of our 'faith.i;tHis. 

t Lect. xv. and xvi. 

VOL. II. M 
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divine and.,human nature correspond to the two 
cl~ss~s.:ofi:truths-the doctrines and precepts 
which compose his religion. . l ; 

His divine nature and mediatorial office, to
gether with t~e state of humiliation which is 
connectedwitli them, precisely agree witJ1 
DOCTRINES of the faUand guilt of man, :whicTl . 
rendered such a scheme of redemption needfu1 ' 
and appropriate; that is, they precisely expound; 
the truths which distinguish Revelation, . and. 
are, indeed, the facts on which those truths res~! 
The superhuman parts of Christ's. life confirm 
all the doctrines dependent on his divinity:-:-as: 
the efficacy of his atonement. the merit of his 
sacrifice,. the prevalence of his intercessiQn.> 
Without such, parts, the doctrines would be less 
intelligible, - les.s~ apparent, less consolatory;, 
with them, all is congruous. If Jesus Christ 
were not the Eternal Word, the image of the. 
invisible, God, in short, the divine perfections 
embodied in. human nature~the system ofre-: 
demption. would be incomplete. And if the 
system of redemption were other than it i,s, the. 
character of Christ would be unaccountable and, 
inappropriate. , 
. ,And then how exactly do the human virtues 

oCthe lovely Saviour'correspond with, or rather. 
embody and realize, all the PRECEPTS of the, 
gospel: his life is the -precepts harmonized, 
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exhibited. If man is ever to be won to ,obedi
ence, it must be by the force of such an exam
ple presented in so divine a person, and sus
tained by such exuberant grace. 

,4. Next remark the I,MPRESSION AND EF

F'Ji:C'l' OF THE WHOLE PUBLIC CHARACTER of 
Christ;--how the contemplations of the separate 
exceIlehcies of his character are heightened 
when the mind proceeds to embrace the whole. 
The high and lofty parts are so united with the 
lowly and attractive; the' divine qualities of 
our Lord with his human; what he did as the 
Son of God, with what he suffered as the Son of 
man; the claims of equality with the F~ther, 
with his voluntary subjection ,to him; the ex
ample be proposed to Ivs followers, with the 
salvation which he wrought out for them; his 
deportment as our pattern, with his exalted 
. conduct as the founder of the Christian Reve~ 
lation; all is so sublime, and yet so conde-
scending; so divine, and yet so human; so 
infinitely above us, and yet so familiarly-known, 
and .so entirely level to our feelings; the mys
terious parts are so softened down by the con"' 
descending on,es; the authority and rIlajesty 
are so blended with the compassion and kind
ness of Jesus, as to render the ,impression of the 
whole character beyond measure deep and pe-

1\12 
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netrating..'in;Wie feel"that nevepdi"d sucliJa(;pe}1~ 
so'Iiagei'appeat!:before,br;sibcefli :Weifeel' thatti't 
is ;Deity incarnate';', God\ stooping to tilan<;J,the 
divine' perfections"ulade'visible to mortabeye,; 
the distance between· the holy God a'nd guilty' 
sinners annihilated; salvation,joy, duty, motiv~: 
hope, ,resignation-all the Christian religion.!.4:-~ 
con.cluded'and comprehended, in lthe;brief ,but 
inexhaustible excellencies of the characteriofiits 
founder. ". '." I i .1 'I ' J(t)4 

~.' '. I, I;... F ~. ,I, 
.1.' ':.1 '.," 1 .', j I 

',,5; 'This conviction' is· strengthened 'by 0D~ 
~erving; 'in·.the ,last place, .thel\1ANNElt".fw 
WHICyiI: THE;'lCH:XR*CTEROF 'oUR' LORn'IJ's 

OIVEN f BY~; 'rifE·' EViAN(lELISTS:.'" For :thena'r!
ratlve" as ;we!'have 'before 'had the occasiorr:tb 
n'otice:·at .some.;]ength,ljs the most inartificial 
ever ·seen. ,There: is 'no :panegyric, . no putting 
of: things; together tno drawing of a character, 
no' 'aj:lOlogies·nor' :explanations.· The evanO-e::. 

. b 

lis'ts'illerely relate faithfully what they severally 
remeinbered of' one individual; but this iodi,,],
'dua:] :was'so 'extraordinary a personage', 'lliatl in 
,reci'ording 'his'~lifeJ,.they present a' picture"such 
as ,theVl;6rld'nev'er before saw. The 'account, 
however;') onlydurnishes the materials! r froIh 
whichwe"maystudy;'as'we can~ ,our Lordi's 
several. excelIe]l'cies~' '·'Th'e' Evangelists leave'1.'rs 

1 Lecture vi::'o~ Credibility. 
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toAo,this .. ~ ,They do, not!,e¥eq arrange. the qif"l' 
ferent incidents in the, order.of time; ' .. ' ,Thu$the 
minds I !ofl 'men, rare set, at ',work.;, ,(,and the; true' 

. impr;ession and bearing ofthe history isthe re--.· 
sQ.lt ,.of, their: own '. conciusions, . from,the~' inch 
dents,thr:own together in 'naked and,unadorD,~q;. 
.simplicity.,!, " 
'1I1(Theverycircumstance,indeed, ofsuch ,a·por-:
trait, being drawn, by such' writers, is, an ,ipde1' 
penden't proof of the 'divine' origin of the gospels., 
It could never have entered the mind ofman~' 
We' know what: efforts writers oftha, gr,el\test 
ge,nius have made in different ages to describe 
a perfect character. Poets, historians, philoso-

. phers,have. laboured the point to. the utmost. 
They have succeeded but, imperfectly..Th,ejr 
. entirely virtuous .man has neither been amiabl,e 
,I1or, consistent nor imitable. Some, gross:d,ej 
fects have marked their first coriceptions oflt~e 
subject. But, behold! four unlettered,~n4tsimr 
pIe persons, give separate narratives, of the. ~if~ 
qf, their Master,' and· accom plish : unwittingly 
;what· men in all ages and countries ,have.a~n.wA
at and failed.1 The gospels appear. The writer~ 
make no comments on the history. they;giv~l; 
,and,they leave a character, without seeming,,~o 
think of it, which is found· t~ be. ne~, !to ,tbe 
such as the mind of JIlancouldnever 1 haye 

, l·Scott. 
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conceived; <and, yet, at the same time, to be so 
lovely,. so imitable; so dignified, so sublime, as 
to comprise; 'by universal consent, all the ex'"; 
cellenoies and ,perfections of which the human' 
nature i~ susceptibleA in a form the most en-
gaging, tender, and elevated. 

But we pause-and draw our a~gument to a' 
close. We have taken a view of the peculiar 
character of our Lord as Mediator; of his prj ... 
vate deportment as our example; and of -his 
public and tnore elevated conduct as the founder 
of the Christian religion. 'The mind is lost in 
striving to collect the several parts. 

W e b~gan with the varicus claims preferred 
by our Lord. We were startl~d at the variety 
and difficul,ty of them. We yet found, as ,we 
proceeded, everyone established in the most 
ample and, satisfactory manner. The impres
sion of reverence increased as we reviewed his 
conduct as the Son of God and Saviour of the 
world, as the Teacher of mankind. as a Man 
of Sorrows, and the Rewarder of his disciples. , 
We were yet more affected, as we 'considered 
the separate as well as combined excellencies 
of our Lord's personal conduct. When from 
this we proceeded to notice the public bearing 
of his life and ministry as the founder of our 
religion, we were ~mly the more filled with 
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astonishment at the, majesty and sublimity of 
his character..The attempt- to do justice 'td 

any: portion of it is fruitless. It is difficult 
evento touch on the principal features. Enough,-

. however, has been saiel to enable us to estimate 
the argument which it supplies in confirmation 
ofour faith and love. 
J~ I. 

:. ThE argument, then, it will be found, springs 
from a FAIR PR:E,SUMPTION upon the-first state ... 
ment of the case; rises yet higher when that 
case is- contrasted with KVERY SIMILAR PRE~ 

TENSION; proceeds upwards to a moral' de~ 
monstration when the OTHER BRANCHES OF 

THE EVIDENCES are taken into account; and 
ceases not its course till it BEA ~s A WAY THE 

HEART of every competent and serious inquirer. 
'L For what is THE FA IR PRESUMPTION ON 

. THE VERY STATEMENT OF THE CASE, after 
reviewing such a character as that of the founder 
of the Christian religion 1 The life and spirit 
of'the author of any religious system, when 
truly known, go far to determine the trut~ of 
his claims. If real sincerity, purity; benevo
lence, humility, disinterestedness, consistency, 
appear in the founder of a religion; if that 
individual present himself openly before the 

. eyes of men; if he submit ,all his pretensions 
to. their scrutiny; if, in addition, there appear 
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in hirlkca.linness9ic:ompoSUrel!'I1leekn'ess~tqeN,er.p 
t!iing,} the)fmost1 dpposite, ~:,to,'Lenthus.ia.smd.;aIili: 
credulity;-' these),thihgs:" afford:i~: strongljpre~ 
suinptio~i :in :favouPfJof;; his! cause, .,' j usti ,as! the 
contrary; qualities' would be:somanY:lptesumpy 
tions1against.it;I:: '~:!dq':;'i': ,l":;"::' k ,~',.jJ:; 
-··!N 0, : personal. virtues . can,~in~eedi;; strictlj .... 
speaking;) establislt Ii divine Revelatio~, [which 
,plusttwait Jor, :-it's; :proper., proofs ;U buti; suche/a 
~haracterl.asUthat '.ofour Lord,supposes:those 
proqf~)lalld!dniplies.them ; ; it, ,isaltogeth'ertt;So 
peculiar.,;!sodaX;:lelevated, above .,any;other ~hat 
e~yeJ(·Ia.ppeated; as td.Jfurnish in its,elf,the. strongr 
~~ti pre,sumption .ofthe: truth of his ,pretension~r. 

Du2#o'l'he .pr~sll,mptiVe argument is .rais.edjy~t 
l~jgJHn'~I ~}I'J\Co,~'.P.4ASTI,NG 'THE, CHAR.A,O'll~.R;'O,li' 
.R,"Il,1~'ff(w.Jl;r'.fl~·T#ATt or· ALL OTHERS.who hav.~ 
:M$ u~eiJ} tQ: :pe, founders· of a' new, religion'",,! We 
~h~Hen.g~~'l.tlJ.eJJwhole :!world. ..W ea~serhthat 
:th~J,'e n~y,ell:,~~s,:any religion ,but. the .Christian, 
wt\iGJkexhiq~~ed,iIi.the,person of its fou~der"a' 
sPotl~~Lmodel ~ forjts ,disciples, to follow.:W,e 
(~~~Jmt (jt4et;ej{~ev:er;was: any religion.but:the 
tPhrjf!tiapHiIl :Whichjts authoruQ.ited excel1ence 
'8fi§xjlmpl~'Yith pUrity.ofprecept.1; . ' ,We, assel:t ' 
~!I,~r~"nJ;ly'~~( }Y~s;apy;religion but the Chrlst~aIl' 
~w.!tiqAPf9~essed ,to sum,;up,aU morality,in.,the 

".1 ::,., ,il ; !II) L ~ Bishop' James, j '. J " . ~ i' ' : ;. ~ \ \ ~ 

.( : .~ .. 
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~ample'~of' itsdegiShitol1';' .,and" comhinedliti it 
,alhthe';purestilprecepts, ,ap'~' the~(mos,rlJ l,?vely 
,sentiments of,moralexcellency . .',!"'_" (t; '.llvn~, 

, ;,dI look, around for" the founder of a religion with 
wJiom 'Imay!c~mpare Je~us Christ. ;, I/seelthe , 

,masters of the philosophic sects; 'l:see~the 
,~iatorg and reputed sages of Greece and Rome
dU;,is .jmpure~and debased. I 'see' Zeno,' land, Sq .. 
crates, and' Diogenes, and Epictetus,. andiPlato; 

, : and' 'Aristotle; . I· see Cicero, and' ,Xenophon~ 
and;the, Catos and Seneca-inconsistency?'Va!' 
hity, profligacy, folly; cowardice,: revenge, idolar 
try'Jiobscure'the fame or all. i I can discern,ino 
perfectly' pure: and unstained character; I· can 
select no model for the imitation of mankind. 
¥\ndthen, I'objectto'all these:names .. <Notbne 
lsthe-founder ofa religion~ They were phildsot 
l>hers, disco'ursing in their petty. academieslIiot 
authors of; a system ,cifreligion, claimiag.ith-e 
.• nspiration 0(' Heaven, ,and, professing; to~;~lrebt 
·the;Jspirituar,' deliverance of' mankind~,nWhltt 

. I;look for is' the:founder,of a religious'faitH-'<' 
irrdependent,new; authoritative, 'ostensible:t)',I~. 
.i,J The votaries :ofpolytheism; with ihe "fables 
'entwined' around their histories, come:'m)tl~p 
to' my demand: 'and if they did, would' on1y 
',excite disgust, (by their avowed profligacy, <cru
'elty,i and sordid.covetousness. I want still the. 
promulgator of a Revelation from heaven. 
. At length, I descry'one arising obscurely ill 
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the eastern; ,regions of Christendom, ·at,a, time 
when, its primitive faith was peculiarly corrupted 
and debased. L·SEE.,MAHOMET APPEAR •. 1 
obtain what I ,equired; I compare his claims;, 
I ask what .were his professiC:ns; what. his 
personal character; what his promises to his 
followers; what the spirit he breathed; what~ 
the example he set? . I have not lon~ to wait 
for a reply. The case speaks for itself. Isee 
him indulge in the grossest vices; I see him 
transgressing perpetually even the licentious 
rules which he had prescribed to himself;.:! 
hear him lay claim to a special commission from 
heaven to riot in the most un~imited sensuality; 
T~is i& more than ,enough for my argument. 
Bllt llook again: I see him violent, rapacious, 
impetuous, sanguinary; I see him pay court to 
the peculiar vices: of the people amongst whom 
he wished to propagate his doctrine; I see him 
promise, as the reward of his followers, a vo
luptuous paradise, where the objects of their 
base affections were to be almost innumerable, 
gifted with transcendent beauty and eternal 
youth. I can examine no further. 

From a characte~ so base, I turn to the holy 
Jesus; I contrast-. but I pause. I cannot in
sult your feelings by comparing all the points of 
ineffable purity and loveliness in the Founder 
'ofChristianity, with the compound ofsensuality, 
pride, and cruelty, in the eastern impostor. You 
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feel : how the, presumption of the truth :of OU}1 

religion is heightened, inconceivably heightened',' 
by the contrast in. the only case at all 'similar, 
found in the lapse of ages; t " . . ~,Ie' 

;I \' Bishop Sherlock' has admirabl y touched thi~ ~rgument'. 
"Uo to your natur-alleIigion; lay before her Mahomet:arid 
liis i disciples, arrayed in arm~ur and in blood, riding in ;tn-' 
u\Dph over the spoils of thousands and· ten thousands, who 

fell hr hi\ victorious 8~ord •. show her the cities ;~hiCfh ~~ 
set in flames, the countnes which he ravaged and de~troyed. 
J~'hhe ~iserable distress of all the inhabitants bftheieartti: 

. ", ". ".j 
When 'she has viewed him in this' scene, carry him into' hiS' 
~tirements. Show her the prophet's.chamb~r,his concubibes 
and wives; let her see his adultery, and hear hi~' aJ\ege 
Revelation and his divine commission to justify his lus~ .~Il~ 
;. , 

his oppression. .... " . \ I 
.. When she is tired with this prospect, then show h~r the, 

, . 'I . I''':' 

blessed Jesus; humble and meek, doing good to"all the'sons 
of men, patiently instructing both the ignorant andpervefse'! 
let her see him iu his most retired privacy; let her follo~ him 
to the mountain and hear his devotions and suppl~c!it!q9s ,tp 

Qod. Carry her to his table to see his pc:>or fare, ~nd 1~~f1:\i 
~is 'heavenly discourse. L~t her 'see ~im injured,: ~u\ .?o~ 
provoked; let her attend him to the tribunals, an~ ,conSider 
the patience with which he endured the scoffs and reproacheS 
of his enemies. Lead her to his cross; and let her view him 
in the agony of death, and hear his last prayer for his :perse;
cutol's,-Father,jorgive thein,for they know lU~t whCft they, do. 

" When natural religion h~s viewed both, ask~~hich ,is th!! 
, " ,'," \. 

prciphet of God? But her a~swer we havealready.had, w~eri 
she saw part of this scene through the eyes of the centurion\~'ho 
attended at the cross; by him she spake and said, Truly,' this 

man was the Son oj Gad." -Bishop Sherlock's Sermons,!. 271 . 
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i'f .3! ,. BHt!(this~·iP,resumpti9n. pro~,eeds .upwar.~& 
t9\.\a.: p1or3:1('q~i~wnstration; WHEN\THEOT;.\J.:E:~' 
~R.A;NCHE:rOx::~H~!C~IR~STIAN EVIDEISCEI~R~ . 
r.4KE.N;,HFo 'r.l~E ;A.CCqUNT. ,Forwe::arei,tp 
T;()RolIIWt ~h::l:t; th.e •. ~oJy ,lify and a~tonishing~ cloye-:
~iq~~s a.nd~majesty,jn:the conduqt ofoqr.Lo,ql 
are, ~~ly, 11 confirmatory evidence. ,'They. stawJ: 
aWRng~~ qur;ip.t~r~alproofs. rhey ,are lSq~l 
ti}tned; i ·9y \ all :;th9~e,~ir.ect ,credentials of. .a, 11l~~! . ' 
~w}g~.r,fr~Jll,h~ayep~, :which we exhibi~ed jill! It4~ 
~r~t.1 Iwrit! qf. o~r:. cp,urse.> , We, h~ve, thisJl ,11,11,1 

P~WUtfl~d! p,o,ljuess,:: this, union. of divine ,l1n4 
l}ijrn~nve;~~ll~Jlcy,in HIM, whom the propp.ec~e~ 
p,p.\ntlf<;\ oVt as, t9,: appear at the very; time,anq 
ip:, .. th~jy,~,~y; ~,-~n?!1r; ,~~, 4id~ as about t~, 1>eftr JQ.j~ 
ye};Y.q9'lflJ~Ft}rr~', :~~~j. p~r(orm these J veXYIp1,ir~i 
C1l1S, l~n9- ,~el1Rh /~p~~,~~!f~same doctrine., We ,hav,e 
tqi~ ,W,\~gl.e~ ,gl9ry ! a?d, humiliation and )n~o~ 
cency in HIM;whose astonishing mirac!es .testif 

fty(\}Jm~I~~t 'Y~~ ~~eII?-essenger of the Alrnigp.ty 
~~SRH,§ilV!9<uJ1Rf ~~.e,wRrld., Ina W9rd"all.tq.§ 
ffias~\c;>f.~~!.r~J;l,att~~,tiIllony whichsurroun4,s. tbf! ' 
gjy;\n~ :r~v~l~t'iC?I\, of ,: the ,Bible,. pours .its,. fun 
~g~lg~~c::e"llpon ,the person of Jesus Cprist,; 
~hil~t the,p~rs~m. and,works of Jesus ,p~J;'ist 
f~,HH, t~,~ p~ophe.cie~, include th~ miracles, ,~~e. 
~qV9,w~d by ,t~e propag~tion of the religion, ,<~n,d 
,,~,~ , developed,; i,in ,~t~' prominent and 3;bidip,g 
g~~d)f\ffe?l~ upo~I~~n.kiQd. ,:'In like manner,i~q 
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t''eqhtern~'l "pro6fsia:r:e~!as'; itiwef~;{ bdlyHa. pint 
BflthE(life1bf Christ.;tlThtta:da.'pfa:tioH:'bf1CI\rig1 

fttirlit)r't6 the stateaiid'wa'rits"Of man, ifs)suBlime 
doctrines/its spotlessfmorals,'are c'Omine'~ts on 
the'igracious' and icondesdmding', character;' 'the 
ineritorious' sacrifice, ·the immaculate:persorilil 

~ Wftues: of the Son' of God~ " 'This .' coin~iden'cE! 
"~rries"'up to: a moral' demonstration: the'!preG 

srtifiption~ which·' the isolated arguiri~~t:'ftitI 
fii~hed;' and'which the contrast betweertrlth'~ 
founders of every" other' religion, or rath~~ IOn! 
base impostor Mahomet'and our Lord;'rlii~e£P.'tb 
it 'greater height.'Ve. see the 'iridb'ritro~eftiBl~ 
fdtce:of·the moral demonstration :we feel-'tli~ 
ntiMo'St"i'epose' and satisfactiOli" of Iilln'd';Jl\vl! 
rl:reline with en tire· acquie'scence 'bf 'sbliJf\l'poif1a 
Saviour whose external 'credentials')arEn;o~ili:j 

.. separabiy united with the personal i;dtidersIBf 
Ii ', .. ' . . I d'l'£' , (, l d i;t 'CIIlT./' ls,unexamp e lIe." ". ' '.' ' 
'Flndeed, the infidel himself is comp~ll:ddlYtB 
b~w 1 to' this irresistible argume'rit~'obs~in~tely 
a~i h'e may refuse to believe practically':) iii 
th~ Son of God. The facts of our' Lora'liI'higt! 
tory he does not 'dispute. OurheatIieri<~dM 
Jewish ad v'ersaries, contemporaries'wi~n "~th~ 
apostles, admit-these,l . The' pur~ty and I iHHdl 
t'e'ncy'Of'our 'Lord's life are admitted'ev~n:liJy 
th~Libost sceptica.l of their number. ' 'Paine 
iiimself stands mllte before' the lovely '~rid uti'.. 

I Lect. v, p. 141. 
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sPQttedcharacter' of 'our-' Saviour." Rousseau' 
confesses the unparal1eled beauty and attraction, 
of: his 'Virtues.'. Ohubb,' Bolingbroke,~ Hobbes, 
aU join in this acknowledgment. 1 We ask fdr 
no greater admissions. And when thetiribe':' 
liever. eva?es ,the.co~sequences, ashe does, bt 
plungmg mto objectIons against the matter of 
Revelation, we remind him that the ignorance 
and pret;umption of that man must be fearfljl 
indeed, w,tlo, admitting the being and pro\'i. 
dence :of one supreme and infinitely glorious 
God, and conceding the facts of the holy life 

, 'I' f'!S it, possibl~ that be whose history the gospel records 
can, be but;a mer~ man? Does he speak in the tone of an en~ 
thusiasti or,of an ambitious sectary? What mildness, what 
purity i;n,~i~ ~a~ners I ,What touching grace in his instruc" 

~i~~~, ;w~a~;e}ev~tionin his. maxims! what profound wisdom 
III hIS discourses!, what presence of mind! what ingenuity, 
and what justness in his answers! what government of his' 
passions!, What prejudice, what blindness o~ ill faith must 
that bewhicb pares to compare'the son of Sophroniscus with 
th~ ,Son of. Mary! What a difference between the two! 
Socr,a,tes d~ing, without pain, without disgrace, easily sus
tainshis part to' the 1ast.-The death of Socrates philoso~ 
phizlng tranqui11y with his friends, is the mildest that could 
be desired: that of Jesus expiring in torments, injured, mock
ed,cursed by all the people, is the most horrible that ean be 
feared. Socrates, taking the empoisoned cup, blesses him 
who presents it to him with tears. Jesus, in the midst of a 
frightful punishment, pray~ for his enraged executioners~ 
~es, if the life arid death of Socrates are those of a sage; 
the ..life anddeath ~fJesusare those of a God."-Rousseati, 
Emile iv. 
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of.Christ, and the establishment of his gospel 
iJl. ,the face of an opposed and hostile world, can 
~enture to set up himself as a judge of :his 
Maker, and pretend to be wiser than the Al
mighty! 
)),F~om such ~nreasonable men I turn, 
'1~ ,~ , )0 I • 

,,~. To the thoughtful and docile hearer, and! 
oll~e~ve .~hat our argument ceases not in its 
course, till it BEARS A WA Y THE HEART, AND, 

&TI~ENGTHENS ,ALL THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR 

IJllDIVIDUAL BELIEF AND LOVE. ,;, 

, I Yes, I speak to the young who have been 
brought, up in the Christian Faith-who have 
heard from their infancy of the character of their 
Lord-who have had his meek and tender ex": 
ample placed before their eyes-who have 
b~n taught to lisp his name; and I ask them, 
Do you believe in the only begotten Son of God:? 
I,ask, Do you repose on his sacrifice;" for 
pardon? Do you rely on his intercession ?Dd 
you implore his promised Spirit? Do you trt;tst 
in~is promises? Do you desire to behold his 
glory? 

,yes, I have gained my point with you. How..: 
ever your faith may have been shaken ,by the 
scoffs or the example of the wicked, you .are at
tracted to a return to your duty, by the ineffable 
ma.jesty and grace of Jesus Christ. You behold 

1 Lect. xxi. 
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him once' again;' and his matchless condescen-! 
sion, loveliness, 'dignity, win your heart. You: 
feel him to: be 'your brother, your companion;: 
your compassiona'te guide;' you see him to be 
your Master, your Redeemer, your Saviour.! 
You believe him to be the way, the truth, 
life, the rock, the refuge, the only hope o{~a 
lost world .. 

Cleave to him then with more affection,ate: 
devotion of ·soul. ,It has been said> that if 
virtue' could appear upon earth, she would 
attract by her beauties the love of mankind.' 
This. maybe doubted, even as to the narrow 
notions . of virtue entertained by the heathen' 
philosopher'whouttered the sentiment.' Cer-! 
tainly, when'perfect virtue in its most benevo
lent' form appeared,' on earth in the pers'on,of 
Jesus: Christ, :it was rejected, despised, calum-: 
niated.Probably to the most perverse and' 
sensual heart of man, no object is so forniida
bIe, so disconceiting, ; so inexplicable, as' the 
unpa:ralleledholiness and majesty of our Lord:2 

But let it be' your care to realize the supposi-: 
tion. Let' incarnate virtue attract your. love.' 
Let'your faith. be:more and more' animated with 

I Plato. 

• "The character' of Chri~t is more incompr~hensible. to 
the natural reason of a.carnal ~an than the deepest myst~~ 
ries, more. improbable than the greatest miracles; of all, the 
particulars of the' gospel history, the most trying to the evil 
heart of unbelief."-Horsley's Sermons, xl. 
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devout and reverent, ,but affectionate and· grate~' 
. ful{admiration,. Remember what your .. Sa
·viour. hath done for you-what glory it,was 
which he left-what humiliation it was he. sus-, 

. tained-whatsufferings they were which: ,he 
exhausted-what recompense he promises.; And 
he ,only. bids you to love him in return; to 
follow his guidanc~, to imitate his example,! to) 
t(ead itt his steps. ,Yes, this is Christianity
JESUS CHRIST. AND HIM CRl!cIFIlm~Jesus' 
Christ in the merit of his death:; Jesus Chr.ist 
in',the efficacy of hi~ Holy Spirit ; Jesus Christ 
in the., purity. of his example. Let ,thisolbe 
ever; engraven, on your hearts-the result: lof 
Christianity, where it is successful, tre, end, 
w.hjch-it proposes,js the salvation oLmanlrom~ 
sin,j\ his· perfect reconciliation, with God, llis\ 
~Qlyobedience in \his world, his.enjoyment;,of 
eternal happiness in the IWxt~thatis;\his ~llli6n'i. 
with Jes\ls Christ, his assimilation to' Jesus· 
Christ, li'js partaking. of the benefits: ,of, Je~Q's' 
Christ, _ his-, following the. virt~le~ of. "Jes,us: 
Christ,:. his, spending etern\ty with Jesus Christ 
":7T'where isthefulnessqj joy, and at, whose right" 
h(md there are pleasures for epermore. l 

.... :' 

I Psal m xvi. 11 

~. " 

.; " 
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. LECTURE XVIII. 

THETENDENC'Y OF CHRISTIANITY TO P1WMOTl1f 
IN THE HIGHEST, DEGREE THE TEMPORAL 
AND SPIRITUAL HAPPINESS OF NATIONS AND' 
INDIVIDUALS. ' 

,'LUKE, 1I.~13, 14. 

AndsudderiJy the're was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying; 

,Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
goodwill towqrdsmen. 

WE considered-in one of Our former lectures 
the mote ohvious good effects whkh Chris ... 
tianity has prodllced. 1 We ranged this subject 
amongst the External Evidences, because the 
positive fruits of the Christian doctrine had 
become, during the lapse of. ages, a solid, tan
gible proof, distinguishable from the internal 
character and structure of the religion; and 

1 Vol. I. Lect. xi. 
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lying open to the observation of mankind, like 
the facts which establish the credibility of the 
gospel narrative, or those which prove the di
"ine, propagation and preservation of Chris-
tianity amongst mankind. , 
j" We now come to consider the tendency of 
Christianity to promote, in the highest degree, 
,the temporal and spiritual welfare of indivi
duals.tand nations; a topic which arises, indeed, 
from that to which we have referred, but which 
goes much farther, and forms another species of 
proof. 

The more prominent benefits already con
ferred on the world by Christianity, is one 
thing j its tendency to produce yet higher and 
more numerous 'benefits, is another. The first 
is an external' proof j the second an internal. 
The first accompanies the religion from without, 
and lies open to the observation of every candid 
inquirer; the second springs from the consti
tution and frame-work of the religion from within, 
and demands a more. familiar knowledge and 
closer attention. The one is a primary evidence 
of Christianity; the other a subsidiary, going 
to confirm the proper proofs supposed to be 
known. 

This 'innate bearing and working of Chris
tianity towards effects far more extensive and 
permanent than any which it has yet produced, 

N2 
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is, indeed~one of the most forcible of the Interriaf 
Evidences .. It is also a subject peculiarly suita-' 
ble to an age like the present. There is nothing.' 
which olen .in: a high state of mental culture' , 
more regard than the tendencies of things. This 
is the standard by which they judge. They 
only consider what effects are already produced 
by -principles, but what is their native 'and es':' 
sEmtialforce-what would be the consequences 
if hindrances .were . removed, and they were 
allowed their full scope and operation. Much 
of human prudence and forethought rests on 
this obvious dictate of wisdom. _ The separate 
acts of men for -good or for evil-the separate 
discoveries -in science and art-the separate 
measures of the statesman and legislator, are not 
the points which occupy our chief concern. It 
is the tendency. of their separate acts; 'it is the 
princip'les froin which they spring, theirbear-i 
ingupon habits,.their' possible extension to all 
the interests: of, science and all the commercial 
and moral. prosperity of -a nation, that. give 
them their realimportance. Single violations o( 
law, also,. would often be .less 'attended to by 
the. magistrat.e,. if it were, not for the natural 
tendency of such violations to undermine all 
authority and bring in universal confusion .. It 
is. the recollection .of this tendency of crime 
which arms the judge with inflexibility eve~ 
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upon the first offence, 'and which inspires. the 
-- peaceful citizen with ~cquiescence in his de .... 

CISlOns. 

N ow. what we have to prove in .the present 
Lecture is, ,that the strong and essential ten

, : dency of the Christian r'eligion, is to' produce 
. the utmost measure of individual and national 

':happiness; that it, is constantly working to-
war()s this result, and that. when hindrances 
are .removed, it .will actually .produce it. 
'-, But how are. we to. judge in such a case? 
How can we most clearly bring out a proof, 

. which, if established, will constitute one of the 
most convincing of the internal evidences of 
our faith? 
.We cannot, perhaps, proceed better than by 
considering how we argue in somewhat similar 
cases. For example, the tendency of reason to 
subdue brute force is universally admitted. So 
again, the tendency of moral virtue to overCome 
vice, and of natural religion or the fear of God 
to triumph over sin and profaneness, is .allowed 
by all who believe in the being and perfections 
of the great Creator. l 

" Now in what way are these tendencies de
monstrated? Is it not by first considering -the 
direction :which they take-the' aim, the object, 
the scope of each? 

I Bp. Butler. 
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Wheli this is ascertained, is it not by con .. 
sidering the' hindrances which brute force, or 
vice, or sin and irreligion, oppose to the teIi~ 
dency under consideration ? 

Do we not! next weigh the effects act 
produced by the principles under review, as tIi 
hindrances are more or less removed ? We take; 
for instance, a.case where the obstacles are 
most numerous; another where they are less 
so; a third,! where they are almost entirely 
cleared aw~y. 'And if we find, that in propor
tion as the, obstacles are diminished, the good 
effects' increase - and this uniformly, under. 
many varieties of circumstances, at different 
times and distant parts of the world-we con
clude that ,the itendency is genuine and strong. 
, We thence ,infer that if all the obstacles were 
removed, the full effects of the principle would 
appear, and the greatest possible happiness be 
produced which the.case admitted of:-that is, 
the greatest possible happiness which reason; 
moral virtue, or the religion of nature, .was cal
culated to bring out. : 

Let us apply this metl1{)d to the Christian 
doctrine, which goes far beyond mere reason, 
virtue, or,religion,wheri unassisted by the light 
and grace of Revelation ; and which, carrying 
on these lower principles to their utmost height, 
rises above them, adds the discovery of facts, 
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Of doctrines, of divine aids, to which they were 
, strangers, and bestows on man, first, all the 

happiness, both temporal and spiritual, of which 
. ~i~ ,cirGumstances in th~s world, adlllit.; !lond 
~n'conductl'him totQat eterna.. 'bliss which 
~either reason, nor yjrtqe, UQr np-tural religion, 
CQ\lld diecover or S~Cl1re, 
)Jet us m{Rn~ine, then, the tendel1cy of th~ 

C,hristillll doctrine, as we wpuld that of the prin
cjples to which we hl;lV~ referred. Let 118 c{lrefully 
observe the end to which it is invaria'blydir~cted,. 
Let us COllsider the obstacl~s which are, known 
to impede its Course. Let u~ examine its opera
tipn~ at successive periods and under different 
circmnstances. Let us discover wh~ther the 
~ndoriginally aimed,at a.nd invariably pursued, 

, . is more nearly aC~Qlllplish~d in propqrtion {lS 
the known obstacles are diminished. We shall 
then have a right to <,:pncllJde that, if all the 
hindrances were r~mQved and nothjl1g left tQ 
check its g~nQine force, the t:esl1lt wOl,lld b~, tlw 
greatest possible happinees which the .religion 
was designed to bring oukthat is, the h.jgh!-,)st 
te~poral and spiritual welfare of jndividuals 
and nations .. 
; These are then our foufpoints-The P J

RECTI ON which Christiani~y takes-. The fHI)[" 

DRANCES which are opposed to it-Its SUCCESS 

in proportion to the r~moval of them-The UL'l'I-
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MATE EFFECTS which it will produce when ,all 
obstaCles sh~ll be cleared away. We ,consider, 

. ,. , , 

I. THE DIRECTION WHicH CHRISTIANITY 
'r~K~S-i-the object at which it invariably aims': 
thIS we must first ascertain. The gospel, 
never have an essential tendency towards '(he 
h~g.hest 'temp6~al and spiritual happiness of in
dIvIduals and, nations, unless this is the' direc~ 
t~on which. it takes, and takes clearly, inva
nably, and with a native force. ' 

·And surely much need not be said on this 
part of the argument. For what means theadap_ 
tation of Christianity 'to the state and wants of 

. 1 ..•. '. . 

man, but: th.at It alms at restoring a fallen 
world, at, opening fully its disease,applying 
an a~equate ,remedy, and producing the greatest 
possIble happiness? " 

What· means the scheme of Christian doc
trine/ centering in the incarnation and sacrifice 
o~ the: Son of G?d,. but that Christianity has a 
dIrect tendency to bless man, to raise hii'n to 
pard,on, to,peace ofco'nscience, and to the hope 
of everlastmglife ? ,,'. . 

What are the morals3 of Christianity. but 
another name 'for a powerful tendency and bias 
towards'human happiness? 

1 Lecture xiv. 2 Lecture xv. 
:3 Lecture xvi .. 
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1"What means.the example of our Lord,l but 
that Christianity carries with it the strongest 
movement towards benevolence, purity, love to 
,God and man? 
:; ,What, in short, is there in the Christian 
Revelation which does not strongly bear upon 
man's temporal and spiritual welfare-that 
'does, not tend to communicate' KNOWLEDGE 
and ,¥0,LINESS2-two words which comprehend 
the whole of practical religion, and the whole 
ohrue happiness? 

There is a genuine, str.ong,. essential bias in 
every part of the gospel, to elevate man, to de
liver him from intellectual and moral bondage; 
to fill his mind with light, and truth, and purity, 
and love; to engage him in the pursuit of the 
highest object, and aid hini in following it; to 
unite him, in short, with. God, the centre of 
'felicity, and qualify him ,for the enjoyment of 
his presence. 
" Reason is not more evidently directed to
wards human happiness, nor virtue; nor natural 
religion, than revealed truth tends to the utmost 
degree of man's present and future welfare. 
,These principles, indeed, cannot be compared 
for a moment with the gospel; because, through 
the fall, and corruption of man, they are incapa
ble of communicating the highest felicity. Man 

1 Lect. xvii. 2 Eph. iv. 24. Col. iii. 10. 
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wants something more than mere reason' or 
moral virtue, ~r the light of nature. He' re~ 
quiress~lvation, a way of forgiveness, a spring 
of new hfe and strength for obedience,a clear 
revelation of immortality .. If, therefore, reason 
and its kindred ·powers are allowed to have a 
tendency towards human happiness, how muclt 
more has Christianity that bearing, which em.l 
braces !ill, aIldmore than all, that conscience 
and. tradition ever taught, and which superadds a 
peculiar method of redemption of its own, by 
the Son and Spirit of God? 

~ And this, indeed, is .one proof of its powerful 
lUnate virtue,.that it Comes down.to MAN'SAC~ 
TUALCIRCUMSTANCES, and bears upon him as 
he is. It .doesnot take for granted certain 
previouspoiri~s which. do not in reality exist; 
as, that such . and . such good effects will fol
low, if men obey reason, if they are virtuous, if 
they are under a good form of government. 
This is .the e~ror of the mere moralist and phi
losopher., Fme .. spun theories are devised; but 
which do not take up man as he is, and there
fore produce little .or no effect. 

It is t~e ~lory of.Christianity, that its energy 
appears ,m Its bearmg llpon man in his actual 
state of disorder; ignorance and guilt. It is 
essentially a remedial system. . 

The science of medicine has not more evi-
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. dently a tendency to our temporal :velfare and 
~ the prolongation 'of life, because It co~es to 

man with all his diseases, and works benefi
cially upon him in this state, th~n. Christianity 
has a tendency to his moral and spmtual welfare. 

-j: So essential, indeed, is this bias, that Chris
.. ~anity HAS NO OTHER. 'It abstains from all i~fe
. rior objects, which might weaken or turn a~Ide 

its force~ It keeps aloft in its high vocatlOn . 
. It wisel y forbears to intermingle with the strife 

of men. It appears' only as the minister of 
truth, the herald of peace" the assuager of 
human woe, the teacher of good things;. the 
enemy of all that is'unjust, cruel, impure; the 
friend of all that is right, chaste, benevolent; 
the child of heaven, and the preparer for its joys. 

And if this be the bearing of the gospel as to 
individuals, what is it AS TO'N ATIONS?lts ten
dency, indeed, here cannot be so obvious, 
because Christianity is a practical thing,· and 
therefore can only have its proper seat in .the 
individual. But what are nations but masses 
of individuals ? What is social, but the multi
plication of personal, happiness? What is it that 
makes up families, neighbourhoods, cities, na
tions, kingdoms, but a multitude of individuals? 
I t is quite obvious then, that if Christianity 



188 PIRECTION OF [LECT. XVIII. 

takes the . direction of personal happiness, it ' 
promotes also. national and universal. :..J 

It does this directly. andindirec.tly. Jt does 
it DIRECTLY,:.beca,use.it is the very foundation 
of society .. Itisa system of righteousness; 
Sterling.,truth, equity,' justice, without who 
~ociety canno~subsist,are',no where so forci~Iy. 
Inculcated as In the Christian religion. ',. ( 
. Then, it supplies the defects of human laws~ 
It is seated. in the' conscience, it interposes a \ 
Divine tribunal, it regards the secret intent'ion 
'of man, it goes to the principle of obedience,it 
restrains. not by fear of punishment merely, but 
by the innate, desire. to please God and benefit 
our fellow creature's. , What are oaths, without 
C~ristianity. as. ~hei,r basis? What are human 
statutes, without. the authority of the supreme 
Legislator?, .; '. .... .' _ '. . . 

Again:. Christianity goes to subdue the self~ 
ishness of man, and' implant that regard for the 
welfare of others which is the spring of genuine 
patriotism and. devotion to the good of our Coun~ 
try. And what, I :ask, 'must be the working of 
that religion whose main object .is to eradicate 
the selfish passions ? 

And why should I speak of the bearings ,of 
the charity of Christianity, of its spirit of bene~ 
ficence, its forgiveness of injuries, its delight 
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in communicating good, its genuine, 'diffusive, 
heartfelt sympathy? Must not all this' go to 
the cerilentinO' together the society of mankind, 

o . d . and the rendering nations one great and ullIte 
(amil y ? . . , . :. ; 
';) And. what is the tendency of all the Chflstian 
'Precepts-of its relative duties, its rules for the 
Io~est and highest orders of society; its pre~ 
scriptio~s of loyalty and subject~on to t.he 
powers that be; of the commands whICh restr~m, 
animate, and direct every class of persons In a 
state; the injunctions which go to extinguish the 
causes of disunion, turbulence, sedition, war? : 
" ,Again: how can we speak adequately of the 
'INDI RECT tendency of the gospel to ad vance 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of nations! 
For there is this of remarkable in Christianity, 
that none ca".n approach within its sphere of 
influence, without deriving some. advantage 
from it. It indirectly works upon thousands 
whom it never persuades to receive 'its ·yoke. 
It operates by the medium of others. It rai~es 
the standard of morals. It induces large bodles 
of men to imitate, in various respects, the con~ 
duct of its genuine disciples. It deters from 
evil ,by the means of shame, . an enlightened 
conscience, the fear of exposure. Each Chris
tian is a centre of influence, in which his exam
ple and instructions are continually operating . .' 
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Thus by degrees 'public opinion begins to 
work; and as· this. spreads, it reaches ma
gistrates and. nobles, it sways the minds of 
legislators, it opens . the· ears of princes,. it leads 
to national measures in honour of Almigh 
God, and for the propagation and support 
revealed religion; ,and thus it brings down that 
blessing upon states which is the spring of real 
prosperity. . 

Thus Christianity is, like a powerful under
'current, flowing peneath the main stream of life, 
which,withoutmingling or defiling itself with 
the troubled waters, pursues its pure, though 
unseencourse j ! preserving its original virtue, 
and ready ~o burst forth and fertilize aU around , 
.as external obstacles are removed. 

But this leads 'us to notice- . 

II. THE HINDRANCES WHICH IMPEDE THE 

FULL EFFECTS OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION' , 
for this is the next branch of our argument. 
The strength of any tendency may be judged 
'Of. in a good measure; by the known obstacles' 
against which it has to work. We estimate 
the genuine, bearing of reason by considering 
the brute force. which is opposed to it; we 
measure the real bias of virtue by the resistance 
which vice' puts forth against it; we discern 
the tendency of Iiatural religion by the coun-
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.. teracting power of sin and profaneness. There 
would be no tendency, properly speaking" in 
any of these cases, if there were no strong im
peding principles-all would be effect,· not 
tendency. 
; Against the Christian religion, then, there 

_ are opposing forces drawn up, which will assist 
us in gauging its essential leaning towards the 
highest QIOod of man. 
).For fearful are these obstacles; narrow have 
been hitherto the limits of real Christianity; 
numerous are the impedimetlts which hedge it 
in. I know the difficulty 'of treating in a clear. 
and perspicuous manner this part of our argu
ment. The mind is prone to hasty and most 
unreasonable conclusions. We see hindrances, 
we see Christianity checked on every hand: 
we confound facts with causes. 

. But if we examine the real state of things, 
'we shall see that the obstacles spring from a 
source extrinsic from Christianity; that they 
are incidental and temporary, not essential and 
permanent; and that they serve to demon
strate the innate force of the Christian doctrine, 
which makeshead against them, and is g~adu
ally overcoming them. , . . . ' 
. For what are the chief hindrances WIth whIch 
Christianity has to contend? Are they not the. 
hostility of some, and the neglect of others 1. 
Is not the enmity of the human heart to the 
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main doctrines and: precepts of Revelation,: a· 
principal. barrier against its progress? Does 
not also indifference and apathy to these 
liarities -disincline'. man from entertaining' th~, 

. religio~? Besides these obstacles, do not the 
vices of its false adherents, and the .. cri 
and hypocrisy of its pretended friends, form an .. 
other formidable impediment-to which must be' 
added the various imperfections and errors of sin;. 
cere Christians themselves? - Then take in the,! . 
more public obstacles presented by corruptions of. 
the Christian doctrines introduced into churches . 
-the contagion ofheres'y, the vices and unfaith"': 
fulnessof many.ofthe ministers and· professed 
teachers of Christianity;. to say nothing of,the 
apostacies' in the East and West, which have 
left little of Christianity in those quarters ex
{!ept the name.,·· The persecutions directed, 
from' tiin~ to time; against the sincere disciples 
of the religion, must be added; as well as the 
fearful neglect; with regard to religious influ
ence, of whic:h princes and legislators have too 
frequently been guilty. 'Then the .judicial in
fatuation permitted by Almighty God, in punish.., 
ment or' infidelity and obstinate resistance to 
duty, must be considered. And, lastly, the 
great spiritual adversary, who either deceivetlt 
the nations;: orwalketh about, asa roarilig lion; 
se~king whom he maydevour.1 

tRev.xx.3, I Pet. v.S, . 
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. -' Such are the known obstacles which impede 
the course of Christianity. Andwhence dothey 
arise? Surely not from the gospel itself, but 
'from a totally different source, the depravity 
and perverseness of man. They are therefore 
'so far from belonging to Christianity, that they 

a part of that disease, which it is aiming 
'to cure. The corruption of man, be it ever re
membere<1, was not introduced by the Chris
tian Revelation, nor in consequence of it j it is 
a'condition of mankind existing as much under 
natural as revealed religion. Christianity finds 
ma~ perverse, corrupt, vicious j and brings in 

. the on~y efficient remedy--a remedy the ten
dencies of which are to overcome that ~o,rru~
tion in every form. The science of medICIne, IS 

not less a healing process, rior less benefiCIal 
in. its tendency, because multitudes- will not 
follo~ its directions, and various diseases do not 
at once yield to its power. The reign of a vir
tuous and beneficent prince, does not less tend 
towards the best welfare of his subjects, be
cause therE( may be obstacles to the full ~xe?u- . 
tion of his designs, in the political constItutIOn 
or moral habits of the people whom he governs. 

The hindrances then to Christianity are ex
trinsic and foreign, not innate and peculiar. 
They are incidental, not essent~al and p~r~na-

I 'nent. They are not inherent III the relIgIOn, 
VOL. II. o 
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but arise froin an entirely distinct cause, the de
pravityof man. The true tendency and bear
ing of the Christian Revelation; is not to create 
or augment those hindrances, but to work 
against and overcome them. As well m' 
brute force be said' ,to spring from reason. 
vice to arise froin virtue, or profaneness and ;in 
from the fear of God, as corruption and disor .. 
der from the Christian Revelation-that cor
ruptioti and disorder which we find to be in 
fact partially removed, which yields continually 
to the moral force which the gospel brings to 
bear u'pon it. and which, in truth, is the gauge 
and measure of the true tendency of the religion. 

For as the tendency of a fountain to ascenp; 
isjudgedofbythe superincumbent earth through 
whi~h it makes its way. and as the strength 
of a river;..barrier is estimated. by the resisting 
force of the current; so the virtue and bias 
of Christianity are measured by the mighty 
obstacles which it is perpetually overcoming. 
He that knows best the deep corruption of hu~ 
man nature-he that understands most ade.,. 
quately the hostility of man to real religion, 
and his apathy to invisible and spiritual things; 
he who has surveyed nlOst widely the vices and 
crimes of the false friends of Christianity; he 
who is most familiar with the history of the 
corruptions in the visible church, and who 
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knows best. the mis-directed influence of go
vernors and princes ;-:can form the soundest 
judgment of the force of the obstacles which 
oppose the pr9gress of Christianity, and can 
discern most clearly, amidst those various impe.,. 
diments. the innate and essential virtue of. the 

. 'religion which is working against them. 
" . The hindrances, then, are known. and placed 
boldly l:Yefore the mind. I dwell not on the 
judicial infatuation' which falls upon nations 
or individuals as' a punishment ·of sin; nor on 
the great spiritual adversary;' because these are 
most obviously extrinsic from the Christian re. 
ligion, and derive their existence or force from 
~he very corruption of man, which is, properly 
speaking, the only obstacle by which the na.:. 
tive flow Qf Christianity is impeded and re.,. 
strained. 

Let us proceed next to consider, 

III. THE 'SUCCESS OF CElRISTJANITY IN 

PROPORTION TO TH;E REMOVAL OF TliESE HIN"" 

DRANCES~ 

, .. For in this manner we judge of the ten
dency of a principle. After considering its 
known obstacles, we examine its sucCess under 
different circumstances. We take a view Qf.it 
in a most unfavourable, a less unfavourable. 
and (111 actually favourable position. If we con-

02 
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sider the case ·of reason, for instance,: we inl '. 
quire, whether, under circumstances more' or ' 
less' advantageous, its 'success is proportionatei 
We do the same with virtue an,d with natural 
religion. !. The more numerous are the experi
ments we make, in times the most distant" . 
each other,' at places the most remote:" and 
with mitionsand individuals under every variety 
of situation,: :the clearer is our demonstration; 
Accordingly', ili the cases allege'd, all with. 
whom we are concerned-that is, all .who 
allow the existence and perfections of Almighty 
God-admit the. conclusion. Thev find that 
reason succeeds. and works its beneficial effects 
in exact proportion as hindrances are removed! 
They !find; that. this holds under all circum~ 
stances, in all places, and all times.' They per": 
ceive that, in certain positions of things, brute 
force may gain the day for a moment; and that 
it never wholly disappears, or rarely so, even 
when overcome. '. But remarking the uniform 
power which reason puts forth, as extrinsic hin
drances are cleared away, they draw their infer:' 
ence as to its essential and innate tendency. ~ So 
with regard to' virtue and the religion of l1ature; 

And·thus we argue as it respects Christianity; 
We· appeal to facts. ,Let us take the religion ,Ill
der very.different circumstances; let llS exa
mine it in variou:s places and at various times; 
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, )et us 1~)Qk to nations and individllals, under all 
'peculiarities of advantage or disadvantage;, let 

. ~s consider its operation as it is now in progress 
;oefore our eyes; let us recollect the new and 
unexpected principles which it set at work; let 

. us bear in mind the warning which its records 
aflord us of many' of its chief obstacles. The 
proof will be strengthened by every step in the 
.arguroont. Grant me -your attention. 

'! \. I. . say nothing of the first propagation of 
" Christianity, because such means were then em

ployed by the Almighty as -exempt it from ordi
nary rules. But take the AGE FOLLOWING THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOSPEL. I ask what is 
the teqdency which Christianity actually 'put 
forth. What is the evidence of facts? What did 
the religion do for human happiness, bo~h indivi
dual and national? I ask; what were the Corin
thians, the Thessalonians, and other converts~ 
~efore Christianity reached them, and' in the 
age after it had begun its operation? Had it not 
brought them from darkness to light, from de
grading ignorance~. superstition, vice, misery; 
to knowledge, holiness, joy? And when it had 
done this in some considerable measure, did it 
not go on as a leaven, to leaven, as it were, the 
whole mass, of their intellectual and moral cha
racter? And continually as new converts were 
made, were not these a seed of activity in their 



198 SUCCESS OF [LECT. XVIH. 

several sta'tions? Did not Christianity soon 
put: to ~hamemany of the 'grossest vices of 
heathenism'? 'Was not an influence generated 
all around, which,' like a heavenly fragrance'. 
diffused refreshment and life far and near? 

Take the NEXT AGES. See the progress of \,. 
religion under the Ro~an emperors~ Mark ~rtS 
sway when the first Christian emperor removed 
so many external obstacles~ What did Chris':' 
tianity do? ,hoW-did she put forth her virtues? 
how did 'she break out, as a fountain whose 
.streams had been choked, when relieved from 
hindrances? ' 

Trace the religion in the FOLLOWING CENT~;' 
RI Es,as ,human' corruption accumulated around 
it again, and almost extinguished its light and 
grace in the ,East 'andW est. See it working its 
way amongst the Waldenses and Albigenses; 
see Claudius of Turin, and Waldo and Bernard' I 

and others, defending the 'sacred doctrine, and 
demonstrating again its genuine tendencies oli 
human happiness. "j 

Come down ,to the glorious period of the 
REFORMA TION, when, after ten centuries of 
darkness, and neglect of real 'Christianity, and 
of the triumph, though ,not universal, of super
stition and idolatry, Luther and his asso
ciate reformers brought the gospel again to 
light, ,and appealed from the traditions of men 
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to the inspired word of God. What was the 
tendency? what bearing had Christianity? what 
progress did it make, in proportion as the out
ward hindrances were removed? 

Take any SUBSEQUENT AGE. Consider the 
individuals 'and nations gained froD) time to time 

, from heathenism, or from gross cor;uptions of 
Christianity. Examine the benefits, the posi
tivebenefits, which ,Chrjstianity first produced, 
and then PQshed forth its' tendencies to the 
highest measure of attainable happiness. I 
appeal now, not to reasoniQ,g, but to matters 
of fact. Mark any individual who hag, in 
any age. really received the religi'on. 1 ask, 
what has been the bearing of Christianjty upon 
his intellectual and :moral powers. upon his 
conscience, his heart, his domestic affections ? 
What has his religion tended to make him? 
How far, and in what direction, has it aimed at 
ca,rrying him beyond the point of his actual 
attainment!') ? Watch him through life. Com
pare the tendency of one year's growth, with 
that of forty or fifty years. Compare it when 
circumstances have been most favourable for 
its development; when they have been less 
favourable; and when they ,have been positively 
disadvantageous; ,and you will find the effects 
proportionate. The man has been advancing 
in all the essentials of happiness; in all the 
elements of inward peace and ext~rnal tran-
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quillity; ih all the passive' as well as active 
virtues, which render him a blessing to himself 
and a blessing to others. , ,i, 

The proportion holds with regard to N ATIONAIl 

WELFARE. The tendency becomes discernible 
as soon as a country has received the Christiiht.." 
faith; it becomes more distinct the longer tIre 
operation continues. As public. opinion-;is 
elevated, and princes and legislators are swayed 
by'its dictates, the spirit of improvement 
grows; one evil after another is detected;' inL 

stitutions, in harmony with Christian benevo.;. 
lence, arise; habits and practices of a contrary 
nature drop off; all becomes more pure in 
domestic life, more paternal in government; 
more pacific and secure in public counCil. 
; Ina word, wherever the moral engine has 
been employed, it has brought its new and un- . 
looked-for means to bear; the inward mecha
nism has put forth its powers; the play and sub
servience of its parts one on the other has shown 
their wonderful effects. In proportion to the 
opportunity which has been afforded, and the ex
trinsical hindrances which have been removed, 
its genuine operation has gone on. It has raised 
up man from the depths of misery, and has 
blessed him in every relation of life-as a sub
ject of civil society, asa member of the domes
tic circl(f, as a reasonable and accountable crea
ture, as an heir of immortality. 
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" But this tendency is STILL IN PROGRESS. It' 
is at work before our eyes. It is not an operation 
which took pIace merely in other times, and 
which is recorded by the pen of the ecclesias
tical historian; hut it is now going on .. Look 
around you. See the Christian faith exerting 
its genuine virtue every day, just as the 
incumbent weight of hindrances is lightened. 
The symptoms of a general amendment in indi
viduals, and the nations ofthe world, wherever 
Revelation is in force, are. numerous and un
doubted. The work of God not only began at 
the first dawn of Revelation, and received a 
new impulse at the promulgation of the gospel, 
but is still in progress in the present day. The 
spirit of Christianity is gaining more and more 
an ascendancy, in proportion as the knownob
stacles are lessened, and by that graduaLpro
cess, in which, from the very· nature of the 
means employed, the work must be expected 
to proceed. l For God puts in use, ordinarily, 
no other means than truth, persuasion, example, 
accompanied by the secret influences of grace': 
The progress of the work, therefore, will not 
only be gradual, but will be liable to tempprary 
interruptions; so that at times it may seem not 
only to stand still, but even to go back, as often 
as particular circumstances in the affairs of men 
raise up extraordinary opposition to the doctrines 

1 Horsley, Sermon xl .. 
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or precepts of the gospel. But the progress 
upon the whole is undoubted... During the last 
thirty years, the virtue of Christianity has been 
making its way strenuously; it has undone the 
mischiefs of a declining religion, and of semi~ 
infidelity in some countries; and has repaired 
the desolations of open unbelief in others. 'As' 
these obstacles have been removed, it has dif
fused a revived sense of religion in the Old and' 
the N ew World. It has circulated Bibles; sent 
forth missionaries; set in motion universal 
education; raised the tone of public senti. 
ment; abolished many old unchristian prac. 
ti.ces; carried men on towards substantial hap .. 
pmess. 

Christianity is not an exhausted mine' its . . , 
tr~asures are not impoverished-they are not 
even diminished by the lapse of ages: but, like 
some rich and extensive, though latent, bed of 
ore, it opens its wealth in proportion as the 
oppressive hindrances are cleared away; it pre~ 
sents new veins on every side according as it 
is ·explored, and retains all its power of reward
ing most abundantly the toil of the workmen. 

This conclusion is strengthened by consider. 
ing that almost all the tendency of our religion 
ARISE.S F.ROM PRINCIPLES NEW TO MAN, which 
have worked themselves into confidence by the 
progress of time and the testimony of experience. 
The tendencies of reason, of virtue, of religion 
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in its general acceptation, are indeed such as 
.men might always have expected. 'Ve under
stand the grounds on which they are constantly 
making their way against the opposing impedi
ments. But look at Christianity. Who amongst 
the wise of this world ever conceived that this new 
religion, the scoff of the Greek, and the object of 
contempt to theJew, contained in itthe principles 
of hutnan happiness, the only vital seeds of indi
vidual and national improvement! Who at first 
conceived that supreme love to one almighty Cre
ator; confession of guilt and depravity; renuncia
tion' of any desert of our own; reliance on the 
death of the Son of God, crucified as a malefac
tor; dependance on the agency of the Holy Spirit; 
humility, meekness, and love to our enemies; 

· submission of the understanding to a Revelation, 
in many respects mysterious and incomprehen
sible; a predominant regard for the favour of 
God and the concerns of eternity;-who ever 
dreamed that these, and snch-like principles, 
contained the germ of all felicity; when the· 

· very terms could not be understood without 
difficulty, and, when understood, conveyed ideas 
in open hostility with the intellectual habits 
of mankind? 1 And yet it is by these princi
ples,' brought out into action, that Christianity 

· has been achieving her triumphs; and achieving 
1 Bishop J. Bird Sumner. 
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them just as the known obstacles, pride and 
prejudice, were overcome. The positive effects 
of Christianity, by means of such pri~ciples. 
are so many declarations of the great Governor 
of all in their favour} They prove that there 
attends Christianity something more than truth. 
and know ledge. and persuasion; .that there is 
an operation of grace, secret to us, which goes 
along with it, and infuses into it a virtue and 
bias, which only requires scope for its dev~lop
ment, to. expand into the highest measure of 
individual and national happiness. 

N or is it a s.mall consideration, in addition to 
what we have been observing, that Christianity 
has positively FOREW AItNED ITS DISCIPL;"S OF 

THE OBSTACLES which would impede its pro
gress, has suspended its ultimate success on 
a long series of intermediate struggles, and has 
especially marked out the eastern and western. 
apostacies, and the power of the delusion ac-' . 
companying them, as amongst its chief hin-

. drances, permitted for the punishment of pre
ceding unfaithfulness in professed Christian. 
nations. What did our Lord forewarn his fol
lowers in every age to expect, but persecution, 
resistance, reproach, pervers,e disputations? 
What are the histories of the seven Asiatic 
churches sketched by the pen of inspiration? 

) Butler. 

. , 
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What is the apostacy of the latter days? \Vhat 
the mystic twelve hundred years of the church's 
depressed state,-but so many clues to the 
labyrinth in, which we actually find ourselves? 

. :And what can prove a genuine tendency to hu
man happiness, inserted iQ the very frame-work 
of our religion, if all these warnings do not 
evince it? For a system which has been work
ing up against impediments in every age, and 
displaying 'its energy in proportion as they 
. have been removed-which is doing this now 
before our eyes, by means of principles which 
man never could have discovered-and which 
has foreseen and marked in its own records 
the opposing hindrances; must have received 
a divine impulse at first, and must be attended 
with adi~ine operation n~w, which give it 
the· supernatural tendency which it displays 
towards the welfare of man. 

. Let us then consider, 

IV. THE ULTIMATE EFFECTS WHICH CHRIS

TIANITY WILL PRODUCE WHEN ALL OBSTACLES 

ARE REMOVED. 

For if we argue, in the case of reason, of moral 
virtue, or of general religion, that their several 
tendencies would rush forth into full effects, if 
the known hindrances were taken away; surely 
we may infer in a like manner concerning Chris
tianity. that, considering the end it originally 
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aimed at, the obstacles against which it has 
worked, and its success under every variety of 
circumstances, in proportion as these impedi.,. 
ments were removed-that, supposing these 
impediments all cleared away, it would break 
forth like a copious river, when the dam is with
drawn, and pour its rich and abundant bless
ings on the whole human race. This is the ul
timate consummation which all prophecr fore
tells, towards which the prayers and aspira
tions of Christians have been in every age di.,. -
reeted, and the tendency to produce which it 
has been the object of this Lecture to demon~ 
strate. But sufficient time must be ,allowed 
for this development of the ultimate bearing of 
Christianity; and this according to its OWll 

scheme-that is, the trial must not be a partial 
one, but must have fair scope for its operation. ' 

And here it is, that Christianity shines forth 
in its divine splendour. It is not, like the works 
of man, a brief, narrow, contiguous design~it 
is a scheme connected with all the ages of this 
world, and stretching over into eternity. We 
are at present in an incomplete course of things. 
We are in a system which is only partially de
veloped. "We see already the strong tendencies 
of the religion; we see, as the hindrances are 
partially removed, its real power and influence 
on individuals and the affairs of the world. But 
we have never yet seen its full energy. It has 

_. 
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never yet had the fair occasion for displaying 
-all its innate virtue to bestow temporal and sPl~ 
, ntual blessings. We must wait. How gl"adual is 
the plan of the Almighty may be gathered from 
the four thousand years occu pied in making room 
and disposing the affairs of the world, for the es
tablishment of the gospel. The whole scheme is 
delineated in the prophetic word. Slow and 
imperceptible in its progress, it is still going on., 
The real tendency of Christianity will at length 
be demonstrated, when, all intervening obsta
cles being removed, its promises shall become 
fads, and its buddings and springings a rich 
"and fruitful harvest. 

And it is not a little remarkable that all com
petentjudges, including adversaries, admit, that 
if the Christian religion were acted upon by 
mankind, the result would be an unexampled 
degree of general happiness., Men of all charac
ters; even unbelievers themselves, if we except 
a few of the very grossest; states men and legisla
tors of all ages since the promulgation of the gos
pel; philosophers and moralists of almost every 
school, unite in their admissions of the excellent 
tendency of the Christian religion. Many of 
them are ignorant of its true principles, yet they 
allow, with one consent, its beneficial tendency 
upon states and kingdoms-they would have 
all men Christians from mere regard to the 
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peace of the world; they admit that if mankind 
were under its practical guidance, the earth 
would present a scene of happiness, such ,as 
has never yet been witnessed nor conceived of.: 

Of any other religion, or pretended remedy 
for human evils, ,who that understands the ques .. ' 
tion, would honestly wish for the universal dif.: 
fusion, or would augur from that diffusion, uni ... 
versal happiness? Who would wish all mankind 
Epicureans, Stoics, Jewish Pharisees? ,Who 
would desire to see any form of Pol ytheism uni~ 
versally prevalent? Who would wish the.whole 
human race Mahometans? Who would desire;in
fidelity or human philosophy to establish itself' . 
every where as the sole guide of man r.Con;
science speaks plainly enough when such, a 
supposition is made. But who that knows 
what Christianity is, but would most heartily; 
and from his utmost soul,desire that all the 
world were Christians? Who does not feel that 
Christianity is pregnant with tendencies ,and 
seeds of things, which want only a clear field~ 
to turn the world into a second paradise?! 

Suppose only one nation. truly under the go.,. 
vernment of our holy faith-imagine the indivi
duals composing it to be sincere Christians
suppose them to act upon their principles....,... 
suppose the foundations of morals laid firmly, 
selfishness subdued, public spirit diffused, per-
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'Sonal and domestic and social virtues practis~d, 
the beneficial principles of Christianity carried 
out into act. Let all this go on. I ask what 
would, in the nature of things, be the conse
quence? 1 

Passions and selfishness being conquered, 
men would be placed in the stations for which 
from their talents they were really adapted. 
Party-spirit, faction, private ends, would be un
known. United wisdom would devise, and 

. united strength execute, every national project. 
Instead of the injustice, the excess, the cruelty, 
the various crimes now prevalent among men, 
all would be equity, temperance, kindness, sym
padiy, peace. It is impossible to conceive of a 
nation in circumstances of such prosperity as 
this Christian spirit would disseminate. Li
berty in its purest forms, commercial enterprise 
without hazardous speculation, prudence with
out covetousness, active zeal and exertion with
out contention, honour done to religion-love to 
his fellow-creatures animating each member of 
the community-virtue embodied, or rather 
happiness itself, would be the result. 

And what would be the relation of this state 
with others? United wisdom and united strength 
would put in fear the surrounding countries. 

I Butler, Wilberforce, A. Fuller. 
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Craft, ambition, private ends, covetousness, 
would have little force against such defences. 
Other nations would court the friendship, rely 
on the promises, engage in the projects of this 
unexampled and singular people. And how 
would discoveries be pushed all around ; bene
ficial institutions formed; inventions in the arts 
communicated; religion diffused! 

Suppose then, that the whole world by degrees 
should become Christians, partly by thep~rify .. 
ing of nominal Christian. states, partly by the 
conversion of the nations, partly by the restora
tion of the Jews, partly by the overthrow of the 
lVIahometan and Papal apostasies,-what.would 
be the effect? There would be no idolatry 'and . 
its abominations. There would be no profaning 
of the name of God, no perjury, no hypocrisy, 
no despising of those that are good, no arro~ 

gance, ingratitude, pride, self-complacency--
no murmuring, sullenness nor suicide. There 
would be no wars, rivalships, antipathies, 
breaches of trust, strife, wrongs, slanders, liti
gations, deceit, murder. In short, there would 
be none of. those streams of death, one or more 
of which now flow through every vein of so
ciety, and poison all its enjoyments. The resul~ 
would be, that the world would become. a 
scene of general peace and prosperity; and, 
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abating the chances and calamit.ies to which 
flesh is inseparably heir, would wear one un
varied face of complacency and joy. 

So triumphant is the argument from the ten
dency of Christianity. Reason cannot be com
pared for a moment with Revelation-nor can 
virtue, nor natural religion. Good as these are,
strong as their bearings to overcome the op
posing forces,-uniformlyas they rise in propor
tion to the removal of impediments,-still they 
never can bless' fallen man. They are not 
adapted -to his actual state. There is nothing 
to lead us to hope for the full triumph of reason 
or its kindred principles; and should they tri
umph, they would still leave man needy and 
miserable. But the prevalence of Christianity 
is the. triumph of that vast scheme of mercy 
which the Almighty has revealed, to supply the 
darkness of reason, to enlarge and purify moral 
virtue, to define and establish and fill up natu
ral religion. Christianity, indeed, is REASON 

PURIFIED-VIRTUE EXA L'rED AND RENDERED 

PRACTICAL-NATURAL RELIGION SUSTAINED 

BY REDEMPTION. When Christianity triumphs, 
it is the victory of the highest reason, of the lof
tiest and most spiritual virtue, of essential and 
unmixed religion. 

Accordingly we find that the tendency of 
Christianity towards the highest measure of 

p 2 
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human happiness, embraces all the proofs which: . 
establish the inferior principles, and ~dds many: 
more of her own; rises upon the facts of all past- . 
experience .• and includes a positive and con
tinued exertion of the divine power .. 

The force of this entire argument may be. 
better judged of, if we ask ourselves, what we
should have said if Christianity had had a con-. 
trary tendency to that most beneficial one which ., . 
we have demonstrated? What should we have 
said, if the strong and native bearings of the' 
religion had been contrary to the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of individuals and nations 1--: 
But we need not make such a supposition •. 
We have examples at hand. Let us' look 
around, and we shall find that every scheme 
for guiding man in his moral and religious du .. 
ties, except Christianity, has that actually 
pernicious tendency to which we have been 
alluding. Contrast the tendencies of the va
rious offsprings of human weakness and folly, 
with the lovely and salutary working of Chris
tianity. Contrast with Christianity mere hu
man and external restraints. Contrast with it a 
proud and false philosophy. Contrast with it.a 
reliance on mere conscience and natural light. 
Contrast modern infidelity. Contrast the fig
ments of the political economist, and. the 
schemes of diffusing knowledge without reli-
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gion.· Contrast with it ,the absurd rules of the 
Jaw of honour, of a mere respect to fame and 
human authority, of the notions of chivalry, as 
guides of life. 
, None of these put forth any distinct end 
bearing upon the happiness of man-none of 
these fulfil the conditions by which we demon
strate a tendency towards the highest welfare 
of in an kind. None of these have any facts to 
produce: nor do they form any distinct reli
gious doctrine professing to come from Almighty 
'God for the benefit of man. Even reason, 
virtue, and natural religion, if separated from 
'Christianity, or placed iu opposition to it, lose 
most of their beneficial tendency, and utterly 
fail in their professed objects. They are at best 
only some perverted relics of the Revelation 
originally made, and now restored and enlarged, 
in the' gospel. 

So that, as we searched in vain, in our last 
Lecture, for the founder of a religion to com
pare with our divine Saviour, till we dragged 
Mahomet from his hiding place to expose his 
vices and deformities, we now search in vain 
for a religion to contrast with Christianity in 
its tendencies upon human happiness, till we 
descend into the same gulf, and compell the 
false prophet again to submit to our examina
tion the bearings and native force of his im
posture. And what, I ask, are the tendencies of 
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this corruption of the Christian doctrine, this 
supplemental revelation-for so it pretended 
to be-this GROSS IMPOSTURE, as it really 
is 1 Let Europe and Asia testify-let the 
ignorance, despotism, vice and misel"y of the 
nations subject to its iron sway, declare. I 
ask nothing about its proposing to itself the 
true end; I ask nothing about the facts of a be-: 
neficial nature which it can produce.~. I p~ss 
by all our topics; and I contrast the manifest 
mischievous tendency of the whole religion~ 
of its want of adaptation to man-of the doctrines 
and precepts it enjoins-of the, rites it in~ 

troduces-of the character of its founder-of 
its sanguinary spirit; of all the points, In short; 
to which we have had so frequently to allude- . 
and I say that this deleterious poison is i~ direct . 
opposition with the divine and healing tendency, 
of the Christian faith. ' 

But, in fact, it is only by concession that we 
speak at all of the pretensions of human folly. 
1 feel almost a self-reproach in setting for a 
moment reason or natural light, or human phi
losophy, or infidelity, or' Mahometanism, in con
trast with the holy tendencies of Christianity. 
The inmost soul of man perceives the wide and 
immeasurable distance. The inmost soul of man 
feels that everyone of these pretences carries its 
own condemnation in its mischievous operations. 
The inmost soul of man concludes that that 

... 
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religion cannot but be the true one, which wants 
only to be universally received, to remedy all 

-the evils that fill the earth, and render men -as 
much like holy and happy angels, as most of 
them are at present like deceitful, malignant, 
apostate spirits. The need in which the world 
stood of such a remedy, its evident tendency to 
promote in the highest degree the true welfare 
of men, and its actual efficacy as they rightly 
make use of it, proclaim its divinity in the most 
decisive manner, even apart from miracles, the 
fulfilment of prophecy, and all other external 
marks whatever.l 
. But I go too far in saying this. My argu
ment requires a confirmation only, not a proof. 
The proper evidences of our religion have al
'readybeen established. It is only as an additional 
and subsidiary argument, that I adduce the 
tendency of our holy faith. Yes, Christianity 

. has the stamp of God upon it. Every Lecture 
upon its internal character, opens new fields of 
contemplation, and lays new grounds of confi
{}ence, as the constitution and framework of 
the religion is more and more developed. 

But I pause. I leave the general subject. 
:{ entreat each one before me to apply it indivi~ 
'dually to his own heart. I appeal to every can
did and serious mind. What is the tendency of 

I Scott. 
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the Christian religion? What is the incontrover
tible force of _the argument der~ved fro~, it~ 
What would it make you, your children; yout 

# 

family, if allowed its fill power? .:,; -I,' 

1. Let each one, then, ask himself, W H A 'n(JS 

THE TENDENCY OF' MY CHRISTIANITY 1 What, 
is the influence and virtue which in. my case'lt, 
exerts? What force does my fai~h, my 10V:~J 

my obedience, put forth, to promote: in the' 
highest degree the temporal andspiritua,l weI .. " 
fare of those around me 1 -,_ 

-Let each one remember that the grand prac~ 
tical objection to Christianity.is de,riv~d from 
THE UNHOLY LIVES OF PROFESSED CHRIS

TIANS. Men will not distinguish, as 'they 
ought, the bearings of a religion in itself and 
when duly received, from the lives and spirit of 
those who ever so slightly and imperfectly ~old 
by it. The world looks· to, names rather than 
things; and seeing too many nominal believers 
as vain' and treacherous, as cruel and proud, 
as dishonest a~d covetous, as profane and 
wicked, as others; they rashly conclude that 
all opinions are of secondary importance, _ that 
a man may believe what he likes, and that a 
nioral life is all that the great Creator demands I 

of him. Base and fatal infere1;lce! Let your 
lives, brethren, go to undeceive a misguided 
world. Show them the genuine tendencies of 

.. 
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Christianity. Let them see in youi--spiritand 
-temper the true effects of reliance upon Christ, -

, of humility and self-denial, of subjection to the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, of separation from 
-the Jove and the vain pursuits of the world, of 
~oa-wil1 and forgiveness of injuries, of -a hope 
land, expectation of heaven, of a zeal for the 

- ,glory of. Christ and the propagation of his gospel, 
of an habitual regard and preparation for eter
nity." Let them see Christianity embodied in 
its true virtue in your persons, in order that they 
may be. led to a _ consideration of its nature and 

,authority ... 
-'I Let each one roll away the reproach falsely 
'cast upon the Christian religion, so far as he is 
'concerned. Let everyone consider the honour 
'of God as committed to his custody. 
:~, Open, then, your hearts, my friends, and espe
cially my young friends, to receive the heavenly 

. doctrine! Welcome the gospel! Let it have free 
course in you. Oppose not its mighty and 

: sacred tendencies. Whatever obstacles to it 
exist in your principles, your habits, your pur
'suits, remove'them out of the way. Take up 
the Holy Bible: let it work its work upon 
you. Remove the interposing hindrances; 
eGod will effectually help those that call upon 
him. 

2. And when Christianity has had its due oper-
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ation upon your own hearts, one of the first effects 
will be, that YOU WILL BE ANXIOUS TO SHOW 

ITS HOLY TENDENCY in your family .. in your 
neighbourhood. Strive to take away and lessen 
stumbling-blocks. Unite in those great reli:. 
gious institutions which cast a brilliant -light 
over a nation, and shed their glory through 
the Heathen and Mahomedan countries. 
N ever does the genuine bearing of Christianity 
appear more attractive, than in self-denyiqg 
schemes of benevolent activity, which have no 
other object than the glory of God and the 
honour of religion and the good of souls. The 
working of such instHutions upon the public 
opinion of a nation, the tendency they have to 
unite a people in the more ardent pursuit of 
personal piety, the sway they exercise over 
thousands who might never otherwise have at
tended to the gospel, the hope they furnish of a 
further revival of religion, and of the divine 
blessing and favour upon governments, churches, 
nations,-render them amongst the most impor
tant and promising signs of the present times. 

3. Finally, PRAY FOR THE COPIOUS INFLU-:

ENCES OF GRACE, and the co-operating aids of 
an almighty providence to hasten on the blessed 
period, foretold in the prophetic page, when 
THE TENDENCIES OF CHRISTIANITY SHALL BE

COllIE EFFECTS; when the highest welfare and 

\ 
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happiness of individuals and nations shall be ac
tuallyaccomplished. The ordinary assistances 
of the Holy S piri t are never wan ting to the ch urch. 
The innate power and virtue of Christianity 
depends on these assistances. All the bearing 
and struggling of doctrine and precepts and 
ministerial exhortation and example, and the 
labours of the spiritual church, would' be in 
vain without that animating power of the , , 
Spirit, which, like the principle of life in the 
works of nature, gives virtue and fruitfulness to 
the means employed. Christianity is never to 
be separated from the constant operation of its 
divine Author. But, besides t,hese usual mea
suies of grace, there have been, in various ages 
of the church, peculiar effusions of the influ
ences of the Spirit; a general rekindling of the 
holy fire has taken place; ministers and 
people have been ~:raised up to call a sleeping 
world to its true interests; Christianity has 
been vindicated from its false friends and its 
torpid' and selfish adherents; its native doc- -
trines have been asserted; the power of God 
has been humbly implored; the offices of pa
rochial ministration have received a new im
pulse; the sacram~nts, the p,ublic prayers, the 
reading and preachmg of God s word have been 
revived in their first freshness; souls have been 
converted in large numbers; bodies of spiritual 
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and faithful believers have been raised Up; the 
holy lives and active exertions of Christians have 
discovered fresh means for propagating the 
gospel; all has assumed a new appearance. ~.' 

Such was the revival vouchsafed at the time 
of the blessed Reformation; fresh shbwersof 
grace were granted in a copious measure,: and 
half Europe awoke at the call of truth. '; ,,,I 

We need a similar gift of the divine mercy- , 
now to bring on the future glories of the church~ 
to give the operations of Christianity their full 
play t to remove interposing obstacles; to! bind 
Satan, the great spiritual adversary, and turn . 
the tendencies of our religion into ONE GR'AND 

RESULT. All is moving towards this blessed end. 
Christianity has in itself all the innate causes of 
the salvation of the world; the prophetic word 
encourages our hopes; the close of the mystic 
period of the apostacies of the east and west 
approaches. Lift up your heads, . then, my 
Christian brethren, for your redemption draweth 
nigh. All events in the world and in the church 
seem to conspire to this consummation. And, 
as the great principle of gravitation in the 
works of creation, is drawing all matter toward~ 
the sun, the centre-object of the system, around 
which, so far as intervening obstacles allow, 
every thing is revolving; whilst no part is un
affected with the secret bias impressed on uni-
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versal nature by the hand of the Creator; so is 
every thing gravitating, in the events of provi
dence and the dealings of grace, towards the 
Sun of Righteousness, the great centre-object, 
around which all is moving, so far as interposing 
ihindrances permit; whilst nothing is exempt 
d'romthe secret tendency impressed on things 
by the merciful will of our gracious God; nor 
:w.ill the .operation cease till all revolve around 
the glorious source of light and salvation; and, 
'drawing warmth and life from his immediate 
beams,. display, through eternity, his glory, as 
the only source of all their irradiation and all 
their joy. 



222 

J 

LECTURE XIX. 

THE TEST TO WHICH EVERY -ONE MAY BRING 
THE TRUTH OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 'BY -, . 

HUMBLY SUBMITTING TO ITS DIRECTIONS AND' 
MAKING A TRIAL FOR HIMSELF OF ITS' PRO. 
MISED BLESSINGS. 

1 JOHN V. 10. 

He that believeth on the Son of God, hath tlte 
witness in himself. 

I T may naturally be asked, after all we have 
said in our former Lectures on the divine ex-

. cellency and holy effects of the Christian doc
trine, whether there is any way in which a sin
cere inquirer may bring to the test of his own ob
servation the truth of some of these statements
whether he cannot rise above a mere convic
tion of truth, to an experiencE!' and perception 
of the blessings proffered by Christianity. 

To this question we answer, that he may, and 
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that the· design of these Lectures is in a great 
measure lost, unless he actually receive for 

, himself the heavenly benefit, and possess in his 
own breast the most forcible of all evidences, 
that arising from the inward power and truth of 
religion in fulfilling its promises. For we hesi.
tate not to assert, that the internal perception 
of the blessings of Revelation, is the most satis
factory of all reasons to the mind of the sincere 
believer, and is capable of being so certified by 
numerous and undoubted testimonies to others, 
as to .invite them to make a similar experi
ment, and seek for and obtain the like convic
tion. 
, To this division of our subject we approach 
as by far the most important, practically speak
ing, of all that we have treated, because it 
brings us directly to the END of the Revelation, 
the salvation of our souls. 

And may it please God by his Holy Spirit so 
to assist us in opening this great topic, that it 
may conduce to the glory of his holy name and 
the establishment of our faith in the divine au,. 
thority of his gospel! 

Let us then in the present Lecture state TJlE 
NATURE of this argument-ITS AUTHORITY 
from holy Scripture-THE FA CTS by which it is 
sustained, and the SINGULAR IMPORTANCE of 
the proof educed. In the following Lecture, 
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we shall proceed to offer some DIRECTIONS to 
those who are desirous of entering upon the 
mqUIry. 

1. We first consider the NATURE OF THE 

ARGUMENT. I address the young, the unin~ 
formed, the inquiring, the seriolls; and I say, 
that as Christianity is in so many parts of ita
practical thing-a remedy to be applied to our " 
moral maladies-of course it is capable, 'in these 
respects, of being known, just as any other 
practical matter may be known. 

For what is Christianity? Is it a revelation 
of abstract truths? Is it 'a theorem of mathe.:. 
matical science? Is it a discovery in any of the" 
branches of metaphysics? If it were, there 
could then, indeed, be no internal test of its be- . , 
nefits. But Christianity is none of these things~ 
N or is it a mere system of speculative opinions" 
about religion, like those of the different sects of 
philosophers. If it were, it would then also ad
mit of no practical experiment-we might grow 
old, as they did, in disputation; and at last lie 
down to die in uncertainty; 

N or~ again, is it merely a pure code of mora
lity, with certain doctrines attached to it. In this 
case likewise, an appeal to an inward observation 
of its excellency in the heart, might be out of the 
question. The morality might be common, or_ 
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nearly so, to many who reject, as well as to 
, those who receive, the religion. Accordingly, 
those who consider Christianity as chiefly a 
code of mor~ls, overlook or despise this argu
ment from experience. 
; pOr, again, if the effects of Christianity were 
to,take place exclusively in a future state, and 
did not touch on any of the intervening circum
stances of man, we could not, in this life, have 
that'personal conviction of which we are about' 
to; 'treat. 

But If Christianity be, as it is, an actual de-
liverance of man from the greatest moral evils-

, jfitbe a deliverance from ignorance, the sla
,ery of sin, the bondage of diso~dered appetite, 
tbe-a.1ienation of the heart from God, the guilt 
and terror of an accllsing conscience, and the 

, fearful apprehensio,ns of death and eternaljudg-
ment......:. if Christianity illuminate the under
standing, renew the affections, bestow the joy 
of pardon and acceptance with God, enkindle 
an ardent desire after holiness, and raise up the' 
soul to the love of Christ~if Christianity in
spire a delight in spiritual things, a superiority 
to this world, an anticipation of the glories of 
another-if, further, Christianity reveal a divine 
Saviour and a sanctifying Spirit as the objects 
of trust, reliance, expectation-if, as a cons€-

VOL. II. Q. 
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quence of all this, Christianity carry! on'itsrto~t 
a promise of the grace of the Holy Spirit. >fo 
them that sue for it-if it declare tha'tGodwill'· 
hear the prayers and satisfy the desires ofi them' 
that seek him-if it promise to calm the lcon~' 
science, to sustain the heart under affliction, .to 
strengthen with internal might the faintib'g 
spirit, and heal all the diseases' and sicknesses 
of the soul ;-if all this, and much more, be 
actually promised by Christianity,' then~tJbf 
course something of it will be' knownandi db~ 

, served in our own hearts, in proportion as(,'we 
obey the gospel-then something of this divine 
glory and efficacy of truth will he ,perceived' 
and felt, not surely by those who do noV'but 
by those who do, make a trial for them~elves, 
and bring to the test of experience this 'part " 
of the pretensions of Revelation. , "r (/ , 

And an argument drawn from such experience 
is by no means in contradiction to the: ex
ternal or internal proofs of Christianity, but lin 
addition to them; something which goes/fur
ther; something which confirms them; some
thingof a different and much higher kind~; in
creasing the persuasion of the truth to those who 
are in possession of other arguments, and supply. 
ing their place to those who are not. The evi
dences of Christianity are one thing; the ex-
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~erience and trial of its blessings are another. 
, Nothing, indeed, but the extraordinary perver
"Ilion of human nature could make this matter 
,at all questionable. 
li;, How do men act in other practical cases? 
A celebrated preservative against poisons, Mi
thridate, is still in use. It took its name from 
.its.inventor, the ~ing of Pontus, whose history 
is ,so well known in the records of Ancient 
Rome. l The medicine is common in every part 
of the ,civilized world. The receipt is said to 
have l;>een found in the cabinet of Mithridates, 
written with his own hand, and to have been 
lcarried to Rome by Pompey. It was translated 
into verse by a famous physician, named Damo
'crates, and hence called Confectio Damocratis; 
'and was afterwards translated by Galen,2 from 
whom it has come down to our days.3 

,Now it is clearly one thing for a critic t.o 
arrange the external and internal evidences of 
this preparation, to vindicate the claims of its 
inventor, to trace its transmission from .one 
age, to anQther, tQ discuss the various ele
ments of which it is cQ~posed (it consists 

, I He died about sixty-four years before the Christian 

<era. 
S Who died about A. D. 20L 
• Chambers in A. Fuller; Rees; the Pantalogia IU voce 

Mithridatium. 
Q2 
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oLa .g>reat variety 'Of drugs), and to reply to··the 
objections wih.ich might be raised,upon all these 
points; and it is quite another thing for ia 
sick person to make a trial himself 'Of its effi- .' 
cacy, by applying it as a remedy in his own 
case. "-

Such is the difference between th.e external 
evidences of 'Christianity, and the actual trial 
Qf its virtues, to which I am now inviting t~ 
sincere inquirer. , , " L 

Or, to take another example,abouttwQ 
centuries since, the Jesuits in P.eru s~c-Cieedeq 
in curing the Countess del Cinchon" ,the lady 
of a 'Spanish Viceroy, of'3. dangerous [,((ver, ;~y 
means of the medicinal pre.paration now.s@ wtqll 
known by the name dfPeruvian bark, the' use of I 

which had long been familiar to the inhab.itants 
of the American continent. This firsJ; :brough~ . 
the celebrated medicine (cinchona is the tech
nical name) into re,putation.A Jesuit, 'in th~ 
year 1:649, imported a considerable .q.uantity. Dr 
it into Italy, which was distributed .~yth.e 
fathers of that 'Order. Its fame spread. It long 

. remained:a lucrative article of ,c@mmerce to ,the 
Jesuits. It encountered considerable opposi~ 
tion atnrst ,from the regular 'practitioners 
of medicine. It conquered all resistance. Its 
use has extended and its reputation has 'been 
increasing to the present day; so that it 'is now 
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universally esteemed as one of the. most. safe 
and powerful remedies ill! various elasses of 

~-(]lJSe:as(~S 1 

:·j:Now a modern: reasoner might take it. into 
his head. to object to the authenticity of this 
origin of the, medicine; he might allege tbat 

" the preparation" as it is vended in Europe, had 
. passed through so many hands ,before it reached 

his .. and that there was, so much, uncertainty 
about it, that no dependance could be placed 
upon it,. and that it had better be rejected 
altogether from the list of remedies. But 
of. what account would such objections be in 

. the estimation of him who, could reply, "I 
have tried the bark, 1 have found it to be 

/ effectual, and that under Ii disease whic.h 
threatened my life, and when all other means 
failed. I know nothing of the historical obJec
tions, nor the answers to them; this I know, 
I was near to death-I took the medicine-it 
restored me to health and comfort." 

,. Such is the nature of the argument, so far as 
any illustrations can explain it; for the histo
rical e,vidences of Christianity:, the mil'aculous 
attestations to it, its supernatural propagation, 
and internal excellency, are in.conceivablY su
perior to any thing that can occur as to the 
tradition of human medicines. In like manner, 

1 Rees, anu Pantalugia-sub voc. Cinchona. 
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then; we appeal to facts and experience in. the 
case before us. We assert that Christianity 
the medicine of the mind j we assert that· the 
disease for which it is a specific is sin, and:its 
consequence spiritual death j we assert that 
the effects of this divine remedy are the· re~ . 
covery of spiritual health, pardon, and· holiness; 
we assert t~at the validity of these effects"is· 
established hy universal experience·;. we assert . 
that this is a test to which everyone may bring' 
the truth of this part of the revealed doctrin'e\; 
we assert that this inward witness, while it is 
an indirect evidence to others, is a most posi
tive and conclusive one to the Christian's-own 
heart, an evidence which supersedes all long 
chains of argument, and speaks by its intrinsic· 
virtue. 

Let us pass on to consider-

II. The SCRIPTURAL A UTHORITY ON WHICH 

THIS ARGUMENT RESTS. 

For having established the truth of Chris
tianity by its proper external evidences, and 
these evidences being supposed to be known, . 
our concern in all these lectures, on the inter
nal and subsidiary proofs, is to trace out what 
the Bible itself declares of the nature of the 
Revelation, and thus to show the excelle~cy of 
its discoveries, and their bearings upon man. 
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then; do OUIt LORD AND HIS 

.,P.OSTLES declare on this subject? Do they 
propose any thing in a way of trial or inward 
witness of the truth of Christianity? Undoubt
¢ly .they do. At the very entrance on the 
heavenly way, this promise stands prominent, 
Ask, and it shall be given you: if ye, being 
ftJit,I know how to give good gifts unto your chit
dten, how much more shall your heavenly Father 

g~~~; the Holy Spirit to them that qsk him? 1 

T.hen' if anyone asks and receives, he has a 
. proof. in his own case, that Christianity iii! 
. so . .far tr~e. So when our Lord says, If any 

tJUln will do' his will, he shall know of the doetl'ine, 

;whether it be of God, or· whether I speak of 
f(I!Jself;2 he submits, as it were, the truth of his 
religion to this criterion. The apostle Paul 
does the same, when he declares the excel. 
lency and glory of the Christian doctrine, 
and that the perception of that excellency by 
his converts distinguishes them from those 
whose eyes Satan, the great adversary, has 
blinded.-God, who commanded the light to shine 
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give 

the. light of the knowledge of the glory of God, in 
,the face of Jesus Christ ;-so that the rising of 
the natural sun after a dark night, is not more 

. perceptible than the shining of Christ, the sun 

.. ' 1 Luke xi. 9-11. • John vi~. I? 
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of righteousness, into the mind.-lf, therefore, 
our gospel be hid, the apostle argues, it is hid to 
them tltat are lost, in whom the god of this world 
kath blinded the minds qf them which believe not; 
lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who 
is the image of God, should shine unto them.1 

2. But, in the next place, remark that, 
THROUGHOUT 'CHE BIBLE, in the Old Testa .. 
lnent as well as the New, it is asserted that there 
is an actual observation of certain effects upon 
the hearts of those who seek after truth, to which 
others are strangers. The secret of the Lord i.t. 
with them that fear him, and he will show them 
his covenant.2 The meek will he guide i'njudgment, 
and the meek will he teach his way.3 The entrance 
of thy word giveth light, it giveth understanding 
unto the simple. ~ The statutes of the Lord are more 
to be desired than gold, yea than much fine gold; 
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.5 Come. 
and hear all ye that fear God, and I will dec/ate 
what he hath done for my sout.6 0 taste and see 
that the Lord is good.7 

What is the import of these and similar pas
sages? Do they not proceed on the supposi ... 
tion that Revelation communicates spiritual 
blessings, spiritual perceptions of excellency-· 

1 2 Cor. iv. 3-6. • Psalm xxv. 14. 
, Psalm xxv, 9. • Psalm cxix. 130. 

S Psalm xix. 10, 11. • Psalm Ixvi.I6. ? Psalm xxxiv, 8. 
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something that resembles light, something that 
is sweet as honey to the taste, something that 
guides and teaches man and shows him the 
divine covenant? And are not these things 
promised to those that fear God, to the meek 
and lowly; that is, to all the real disciples of 
the religion? And are not these things pro
mised as a test, which all are invited to make; 
which the wicked neither understand nor seek 
after; but which is consigned as a secret to 
those who fear God? 
. 3. Bu~observe, further, THE APPEALS WHICH 

THE APOSTLES CONTINUALLY MAKE TO THEIR 

.CONVERTS, as to their experience of the effects 
which Christianity had produced upon them; 
notice how they speak, not only of miraculous 

. gifts communicated, but a moral change pro
duced, spiritual blessings and joys perceived, 
a transition mighty as from death to life, ex
perienced; and these appeals occur with fre
quency and familiarity, quite as things known 
and indisputable. 

You hath he quickened, who were dead in tres
passes and sins.1 Who hath delivered us from the 
power cif darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.2 Ye were sometimes 
darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord.a Sucl! 
were some of you, (adulterers, thieves, covetous, 

Eph. ii. I. • Col. i. 13. 3 Eph. v. 8. 

-
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&c.) but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, ,hut 
!Je are justified in the name of the Lord Jesusland 
h!J the Spirit of our God! W~ are his workmalltt 
ship, created in Christ Jesus unto good worki.' 

Mighty changes these; but consisting ofa\ ~i'~ 
vine and spiritual transformation, supposedJ to 
be known and felt by the converts. ) I,., "'\"i(j. 

4. Further, the NECESSI'fYOF . .AN EX,PE-: 

RIENCE AND 'INWARD PERCEPTION OF! Rar.I; , 
GION IS EXPRESSLY INSISTED ON. Be ,nft, 
conformed to this world, but be !Je tl'ansjo1"med.;hJl 
the renewing of!Jour mind, that ye may PRO,Vo!: 

(experience, practically bring to the test,) what.,;1 
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.3t+
Again, Being justified by faith, 'we have pe~ce with 
God, through our Lord Jesus Christ; by whom also 

we have access by faith into this grace, wherein we . 
stand and rrJoice in hope of the glory of God. 

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also l; 

lmowing that tribulation worketh patience, and 

patience EXPERIENCE, and EXPERIENCE hope~4-:
Once more, And this I pray, that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all 

JUDGMENT / (aiO'O~(TEl, perception, experience.)
Further, As new-born babes, desire the sincere milk 

of the word, that ye may grow thereby, if so beye 
have TASTED that the Lord is gracious.6 

1 1 Cor. vi. 9-11. • Eph. ii. 10. 
• Rom. v. 1-5. ~ Phil. i. 9, 10. 

3 Rom. xii: 2. \ , 

• 1 Pet. ii. 2, :.l. 
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'-::5. Moreover, THIS TESTIMONY is BROADLY 

ASSERTED TO BELONG TO EVERY ONE THAT 

RECEIVES 'rHE GOSPEL. He that believeth on 
the Son of God hath the witness in himself} The 

Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirits that 'we 

arerthe eh itdren . of God. 2 If any man have not the 
. $pirit of Christ, he is none of his.3 

~16i In fact, the whole END OF CHRISTIANITY 

'ISiTO PRODUCE this divine and moral transforma
. tion,·:this secret and internal obedience to the 
. truth,· to be' proved by its appropriate fruits in 
the·lifeand conduct. Other partsof the evidences 
of'Christianity lead to this end, but this paft is 
the end itself. Christianity never was intended 
forspeculatiGn or disputation, but for practical 
use. It is for this purpose only, that it touches 
QIl, high and mysterious points. It makes eter
nity act upon time. It shakes one world by the 
terrors of another. Where this efficacy is not 
felt, the Revelation fails of its object; where it 
is,Christianity has so far achieved its purpose, 
and goes on to build up the convert in hi's most 
holy faith. 
, 7. Accordingly, this PERSONAL H.ECEPTlON 

OF THE DIVINE GRACE IS THE PECULIAR 

TESTIMONY which goes along with the gospel 
in the ordinary state of the church. It attended 
it even when the miraculous powers and the 

I 1 John v.lO. • Rom. viii. 16. • Rom. viii. 9. 
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prophetical inspiration first surrounded the in
fant cause of truth. But the Holy Ghost pro:. 
ducing these transforming effects, is the maio 
and continued witness for Christ from age to • 
age. ~'Therefore ungodly persons," says a 
celebrated divine, U have a great disadvantage 
in handling this subject of ,the' evidenceS' of' . 
Christianity; because, holding by the religion 
only by ex~ernal proofs, they do not reach the' 
most persuasive evidence of her truth. For 
the spirit of renovation, sanctification,. and illu! 
mination, assimilating the soul to Christ and 
heaven, is the continued witness to ChI:istianity 
to all true believers, even as the rational soul 
of a child is the inherent witness or e~ide~ce 
that he is born of rational parents.l" 
, But the case is too plain to every pious mind 

to warrant so much detail. However, tho~e fOl 
whom I am now most concerned, and to whose 
apprehensions I am anxious to bring down 
this grand practical argument, the nature and 
scriptural authority for which I have been es": 
tablishing, cannot be too strongly pressed on 
such a point, let us consider, as we proposed-

III. THE FACTS BY WHICH THIS ARGUMENT 

IS SUSTAINED. 

How stands the case as a matter of fact 7 
I Baxtel'. 
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~h.at do men most competent to speak de
clare? Do they testify, ,or do they not, that 
.tbeyfind this inward witness to the truth of 
Christianity 7 What are the phenomena in 
real1ife? ." 

. ') In appealing to this criterion, we have a 
great advantage in the present day. It has 
long heen agreed on all hands, that in prac
tical questi0DS matters of fact are to be mainly 
atte~ded to. The whole philo&Ophy of Bacon, 
Newton, and their illustrious followers, rests 
on this one principle, that nature is to be 
traeed 'out, investigated, cautiously followed; 
that we know nothing but as fact and observa-
tion ,demonstrate things; that hypothesis and 
theory.and objections are 'of no force against 
undoubted experiment, from whIch alone we 
are to infer, by cautious induction, the general 
laws 'Of nature.· It is the same, so far 'as the 
case will allow, in the philosophy ·of mind; 
the phenomena' only areattencled to. The 
in'lellectual and active powers, their relations, 
their objects, the laws by which they operate, 
are to be deduced fWID experiments -carefut:Jy 

. conducted, reported with fidelity,(!ompared with 
each other ina sufficient'variety of cases, and dis
ting-uished from hasty, partial, inconclusivB ob
servations, :by their proper effect'S. Hypo~hesis, 
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opinion,.. abstract reasonings, are of nOl-avail . 
against wen-established phenomena. . I' lirl . 

On these principles of common sense !we ' .• 
are actiug. every day. Are the objects of our 
inq uiry things without us ?-we judge by,,the . 
sensible phenomena, by the tangible results of 
external experience. Are the objects.· of tin~ . 
quiry things within us ?-we judge by internal . 
observation, by inward consciousness, by what 
passes in the interior theatre of the mind, attested 
by its proper fruits. In each case we accumulate 
experiments, and conclude only after a suffi~ 
cient number of clear and well-attest~dtrial~ 
has united in bringing out the same resu..ltsi . ~ 

All our knowledge comes originally from these 
two sources-the examination of things without 
us, by the medium of the senses; and the .ex
amination of things within us, by internal 
consciousness, and their effects .on the temper 
and conduct: the first is sensible observation, 
the second is internal observation; the first .w~ 
call physics, the second the science of the 
mind-and in both we cannot make the neces
sary experiments ourselves~ we take them upon 
credible testimony~ .. ;,. 

How, then) stand the facts as to this inward 
witness to Christianity; which i's of course a 
spiritual and interior process, taking place in 
the receptacle of the. human heart? What are 
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:the i internal observations? What the pheno
mena? What the correspondent effects? 
l' ~l.,There are, then, THOUSANDS AND TENS . \ 

~F; 'IlHOU~ANDS OF WITNESSES, in various ages, 
·from/the first dawn of Revelation after the fall 

. bf Adam, to the present moment, who humbly 
but ·firmly testify that the peculiar effects of 
~he: divine grace, as stated in the Holy Scrip
tures" ·have been produced in them; that they 

. 'bave tried,.· and that their trial was' successful; 
thaHhey have made the experiment of the divine 
'Promise~ of/illumination, pardon, strength, con
'solation, and have found those promises verified. 

More especially, since the promulgation of 
1he' glorious gospel, and the larger effusion of 
the'grace of the Holy Spirit, there is a cloud 
of witnesses of all ranks, all ages, all casts of 
charact~r, all previous habits, who declare that 
they have put the truth of Christianity to the 
test of experiment, and have found that the 
peculiar effects, stated in the New Testament 
to be inseparable concomitants of a lively faith 
in Christ, have been produced in them. 
w Let.us examine any number of these facts. 
Begin where you please. Take the first age 
after the apostolic. What do Clemens Roma
nus, Polycarp, Irenreus, Justin Martyr, tell us. 
in every page of their writings? Do they not 
assert that they found a divine excellency and 
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glory in Christianity, and especially in the 
doctrine ofthe person and work of Christ? Do 
they not assert that Christianity changed their 
whole character, and produced the very same' 
effects, and gave the very same inward expe.
rience and consolation of which the apostolic , 
converts partook? 

Go to the series of succeeding ages. Read 
the Fathers. See what Cyprian, and Chrysostom, ... 
and Ambrose, and St. Austin, and Claudius of 
Turin, and Anselm, and Bernard, testify as to' 
the experiment they made of Christianity. Is 
not the love of Christ, which inflamed their 
hearts, the grand excellency and the redeeming' 
quality of their writings; that which r.emains 
as the uniform result, after all the passing CODp 

troversies, errors on many incidental points, 
and superstitions and false devotions are de
ducted? Ther~ is nothing, perhaps, in moderlt 
divinity to be compared with the confessions of' 
St. Austin, as a testimony to the reality of .ex- ' 
perimental Christianity. I 

And what d'id the great leaders at the period 
of the blessed Reformation say? What are 
the facts in the case of Luther :and Melanctbon, 
Zuingle and Ecolampadius, Cranmer and 
Latimer ,aDd Ridley? Did they not fin!i the 
same experiments issue in the self·same results? 
Were 110t the phenomena precisely similar? 

Ask the thousands and hundreds ofthousands 
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of pious Christians in the present day. They' 
make the same reply. They declare with one 
mouth, ,that they have found all the promised 

'. blessings of Christianity realised, all the con
comitantsof a lively faith produced, all the 
peculiar testimony of grace in the heart and 
conscience afforded. 
i:,; In a word, the discoveries made by the light 
of Scripture; the promises fulfilled, especially 

, that of the Holy Spirit; the prayers answered; 
the abiding effects produced on the judgment, 
affection~, habits, and conduct; the comfort 
derived from the communion of the soul with 
Christ; the superiority and conquest obtained 
over the world and its allurements;1 the hope of 
heaven, which gilds the moments of sorrow and 

. che.ers under the approach of death: these are 
the solid, clear facts of the case, taking place 
in the interior receptacle of the heart, and 
attested to others by the proper credentials of 
numerous, calm, undeviating witnesses. These 
constitute a body of phenomena which anyone 
may put, in his own case, to the test of e"peri
ment" and on which the most secure inductive 
,proof may be built. 
, . 2. For it is to be observed, that there is AN 

. IDENTITY in the result of all these experiments. 
which affords the utmost safety to those who 

I Scott. 

VOL. 11. 
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reason from them; just as the identity of phy
sical facts, or of phenomena in the operations 
of mind, guard the philosopher from practical 
errors in science. 

We allow that the utmost caution is required 
in this case, because the operations are inter
nal, seated in the conscience, not subjected to 
the perception of the senses, not capable of 
being, projected and thrown out. But then 
they are not the less real, when ascertained by 
a comparison of a sufficient number of well
attested cases. We separate and layout of 
the que~tion all doubtful phenomena, as the 
natural philosopher puts, aside doubtful facts. 
We take awaf also, as he does, all that 
may be produced by other causes. 'Ve 
then, after his example, reduce all the ex
periments to that' which agrees in each. We 
go with him to the appropriate and discrimi-' 
nating marks of the specific effects to be ascer
tained. We likewise proceed cautiously in col
lecting our facts and inferring any general laws. 
And then, after all, we assert that there is an 
identity, a peculiarity. an uniform and grand 
and perceptible effect on the heart of man, pro~ 
duced by the Christian doctrine, and. by the 
Christian doctrine only, which may be esta
blished in proof, which is found no where else 
but in true Christians, which is found always in 
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them, and which is wholly distinct from a mere 
moral conviction of the truth of Christianity 
and a mere formal admission of its creed. 

3. We assert, moreover, that these pheno
mena are IN AGREEMENT WITH THE WRITTEN 

WORD OF GOD, and exactly what that word de
clares shall take place in all who become its 
disciples. This is a confirmation which the 
philosopher does not possess. He has no divine 
system of the creation, attested by external 
proofs, to which he can refer his iI}.dividual ex
periments. and check his conclusions. The 
Christian philosopher has. 

4. Then we produce multitudes who can trace 
out, in themselves and others, SOME OF THE 

AlAIN STEPS OF THE PROCESS of this expe
rience-just as the naturalist can sometimes 
follow the successive changes in the progress of 
his experiments. Many Ghristians 'can well " 
remember the time when every thing was con
trary in them to what it now is-when they 
disliked and disrelished spiritual things; when 
they supremely loved the world; when they 
had no hatred of sin or humiliation on account 
of it; when they were so far from perceiving 
any excellency or glory in the doctrine of 
Christ, that they despised and contemned it ; 
when they were so far from knowing any thing 
of the experience of the divine grace, that they 

It 2 
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did not believe there was such a thing; when 
they were so far from loving true Christians' 
because they bore the image of Christ, that 
they hated and avoided them in proportion as . 
they bore that image. ' 

But they were led to inquire-they were' led 
to seek humbly into the truth of the Christian 
doctrine; and they became themselves step by 
step the witnesses of its grace.! 

N or in their own cases only; they have beep 
able, as ministers and parents and friends, to 
trace the' process of this experiment in those 
committed to their care; whose spirit, affec
tions, and conduct, they have daily had the 
opportunity of w;tching; and in whose cases 
they have discerned with joy the life and feel
ings of true Christianity gradually appearing. ' 

Not that the process can be traced in all in
stances. The improvement may be, and fre
quently is, imperceptible under the· means of 
instruction, the sacraments, education, the ex~ 
ample of friends, the public ministry of the 
word, the discipline of affliction, the perusal of 
awakening treatises. But the grand result~ 
the identity of effect, is the same in all. 

5. But we go further. We state that though 
this experience of religion is, from the nature of 
the case, chiefly hidden in the secret of the' 
breast-to be known only to the possessor arid 
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to be attested to others by his credible declara-
· tion-yet there are CERTAIN FRUITS AND CON

SEQUENCES APPEARING OUTWARDLY IN THE 

CONDUCT, which are the peculiar and insepara
ble evidences of these internal feelings, and lie 
~peh to the observation of mankind. We ap
peal constantly to the holy, benevolent, useful 
lives of all who claim aright this inward wit-

· ness of Christianity,· which we constantly re
quire as the appropriate testimony of their sin
cerity. We thus discern the hypocrite, the 

· enthus~ast, the mere partisan, the false reli
gionist. If men profess to have the internal 
experience of Christianity, we ask for the 

. proof; and it IS only as their, consistent, self
denying, blameless, and upright conduct, sup
ports their profession, that we credit th~ir stat~
ments. These are visible and tangIble eVI
dences. These distinguish tire gem from the 
counterfeit. These are the king's mark, so to 
speak, upon the coin. Men who thus act, ought, 
and must, and ever will be believed, when 
they assert that they have those internal 
feelings which are described in Scri~ture, as 
flowing from Christianity, and whICh they 
affirm to be the source whence their conduct 

springs. 

, Such then are the facts on which our argu-
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ment rests. And here we pause to offer two 
remarks on these phenomena and experiments . 
as to real Christianity. 

What, we ask, is there in these internal per .. 
ceptions of life and consolation and strength,. 
derived from the doctrines of Christianity, 
which should EXCITE OUR ASTONISHMENT? 
'W ould not the wonder be, if there were no such 
feelings, yo such inward witness to the soul? 
'Vhat! are there excellencies in human know
ledge, and shall there be none in divine? 
What! is an intelligent, well-educated man 
alloweq to have powers of expression and 
means of exciting our surprise and plea~1,lre 
beyond those of a child, and shall not the lan
guage of apostles and prophets, and the' dis
coveries concerning God and the soul and eter
nity, be admitted to awaken emotions be
yond the mere trifles of human knowledge and 
instruction. What! are men of uncommon en
dowments, as Bacon, Pascal, Newton, allowed 
to rise above those of ordinary talents, and are 
they expected to take wider v~ews and make 
more important communications and excite 
warmer feelings of wonder, admiration, grati~ 
tude; and shall not the great and infinite God 
be allowed to surpass all the petty communica
tions of man, in the mysteries of his will, in 
the importance of his commands, in the depths 
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of his mercy; and in the correspondent emotions 
of fear, love, faith, hope, grateful joy, affiance, 
awakened in the heart? What! do we allow that 
in the displays of glory and beauty in the works 
of creation, the natural perfections of God may 
be contemplated and known, and become to 
the pious and duly prepared mind, the sources 
of internal peace, thanksgiving, prayer, admi
ration, obedience, resignation; and shall we 
not admit, that men may perceive the moral 
perfections of God in the gospel?-Shall all his 
mercy !lnd wisdom and infinite contrivance in 
redemption, have no effect upon the soul 1-
Shall the stupendous fact of the incarnation be 
re~eived with a tame indifference? What! do 
men allow that tidings of joy and deliverance 
in human things should call up proportionate 
affections; and that he would be thought a 
monster of ingratitude, who should receive with 
apathy the news of an immense act of royal 
clemency extended to him when condemned to 
death; and shall we not allow that the glorious 
and unexpected tidings of redemption from 
eternal death, should awaken all the gratitude 
of the soul? Shall not pardon and life and 
adoption and the hope of heaven, overwhelm 
the heart with some correspondent perceptions 
and emotions? 

Yes, it is most reasonable, that if there be 
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such a thin~. as a Revelation from the grea~. 
God, comprIsmg such ama.zing discoveries' u
the g~s.pel, affecting such all-important interests~ 

., pro.ml.smg such mighty aids of the Holy Spirit;i 
]aYlOg down sllch grounds of faith and love and.. 
hope in Christ Jesus, delivering man from .sucK . 
cO?lplicated misery, and exalting him to suclt 
heIghts of holy peace and joy-it is most. 
reasona~l~~ that there should be such a thing . 
as l~erc~IVlng the excellency and glory of it"as 
feehng Its efficacy, as having an inward witnes5 . 
of its fulfilment and operations in our own . 
breasts. There is nothing to astonish us.il}l 
such effects-the matter of astoni~hmentwould. 
be, if Christianity did not assert, and Chris-', 
tians did not experience, them. 

But we remark, also, that it IS NO ARGU-; 

MENl' THAT THESE THINGS CANNOT BE, BE.; 

CAUSE SOME J-IAVE NEVER FELT THEM. No
thing upon earth can be more unreasonable 
than to make my experience the standard of 
all that has occurred, or can occur to others, on 
such a subject as practical religion. No doubt 
I1lultit~d~s, who profess Christianity and pass 
as ?hnstmns, have never experienced these pe
culIar effects of the gospel, just as there are 
multitudes who call themselves admirers of the 
works of nature, who have never made the ex-
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, nor gone through the investigations, 
the philosopher has done. They may be 

discerning men in other matters; but they are 
judO"es of a philosophical question, nor can 

they e:er become such, unless they.will either 
.' the facts of the case upon credible tes-
timony,. or go through the course of experi

ments for themselves. 
: ,An astonishing result in chemistry is reported 
to.me. I -know nothing of chemistry-I have 
not read rguch on the subject-the facts strike 
me as incredible-I neither examine the writ
ings of the great chemists of the da!, and r~
teive their united and well-ascertamed testl-

. mony; nor do I enter on the bus.in~ss o.f the 
laboratory myself-or, if I do, It IS wIthout 
preparation or any knowledge of the elements of 
the science, and I fail; and yet I refuse to 
believe the facts, and calumniate and despise 
those who do, however ca,.refully they have 

. examined and verified them. 
, Such is the unreasonable conduct of those 
who reject the doctrine of the inward witnes.s 
of Christianity, because they have never felt It 
themselves.' Th~ truth is, they may never 
have been in a situation to judge of it... They 
may never have had any religious earnestness; 
have never applied their minds to the gospel ;
have never searched the contents of the Reve
b.tion. They rashly conclude, indeed, that 
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what they do not themselves perceive and feel, 
no one else perceives and feels; that what they. 
~ave never experienced, is not necessary, not 
~mp~rtant, not reasonable. And yet what proof 

• IS thIS that other men, with another preparation 
of mind, and other previous tastes, and a dif .. 
ferent way of going about things, may not dis. 
cover that inward excellency, and feel those 
sacred comforts which these men contemn! 
If th'ere be a book of God, we may well sup-" 
pose that fhe distinguishing glories of its dis .. 
coveries would be of such a kind as that the 
corruption and self-confidence of the human 
heart would be incapable of perceiving them.1 

The natural man receiveth not the things of the . 
Spirit of God, for they m'e foolishness unto him; . '. 
n~ither c~n he know them, because they are spi-
1'ltually dlscerned. 2 There must be the iaculty, 
as well as the object. The natural man must 
be taught to renounce his wisdom, his aliena
tion from God, his pride, and self.consequence, 
and he must enter the kingdom o(heaven as a 
little child, or he never will receive those dis
tinguishing truths, nor feel those peculiar bless
ings, which are spiritually discerned. ' The 
conclusions of such a person against the expe
rience of religion, are like the conclusions of a 

I J. Edwards, -to whom this Lecture is throughout "'reatIy 
indebted. ." 

2 1 Cor. xi. 14. 
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blind man against the beauties of the heave~s, 
or the glories of the rainbow; they are preJu
dices, not reasons; and they leave our grand 

. position in all its, incontrovertible for~e,-. t?at 
there is an inward testimony to Chnstiamty • 
which is supported by the authority of sacr~d 

. Scripture, confirmed by innumera~le. WIt
nesses, and lying open to the exammatIOn of 
every humble student; by which th~ excel·· 

'lency and force of the Christian d.octn~e may 
'. be known from its holy consolatIOns m the 

heart, in addition to the conviction produced 
by mere arguments, or the dictates of natural 

conscience. 
But we pass on to consider, 

IV. THE SINGULAR IMPORTANCE OF THE 

PROOF THUS EDUCED. 
1. It is the only proof thatI is', ENTIRELY 

. LEVEL to the vast mass of mankind. The other 
proofs, indeed, are, in a certain degree, level to 
the ~ommon sense of man. The case made out 
from the miracles, the prophecies, &c. is such as 
strikes, upon the whole, the con~cience. But then 
it is impossible'for the great body of persons to 
understand fully and adequately the grounds 
on which the case rests. They take the facts, 
as it is quite reasonable they should. t.ake t.he~, 
and as they take the facts in medlCme, JUriS-
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prudence,. public statutes, &c. upon what they 
are told IS the concurrent testimony of a, vast 
number of men in different ages an~nations, 
who are known to be competent for decidino-., I 

With regard to the internal evidence, ~he 
?ulk of mankind are far better capable of judg
Ing for themselves, than in the case of the 
external. The morals especially, and the'exu 
~mple .of ou.r Lord, are level to every capacity 
111 theIr chIef features; at the same time;' 'a~ 
they stand connected with the history of Ohris~ 
tianity and its doctrines, they involve matter. 
requiring considerable reflection, and much' 
thought. 

But the argutnent from experience has that sort 
of force, which strikes an unlettered and plain 
mind at once. Unless men can come to tRe know
ledge of the truth of the gospel byits own intrin
'sic light and excellency, a;d its holy effects 
upon them, it is impossible for them to have any 
thorough and adequate conviction at all. Ex
cept the arguments from the morals and the 
example of Christ, (which may be considered 
as a part of this, in which it centres, and comes 
to its rest,) they cannot have a clear and satis
fying conviction. They may see, indeed, 'a 
great probability; it may be reasonable for. 
them to give credit to what learned men tell 
them, (and under the circumstances it is most 
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reasonable;) but to have a conviction so strong 
and intimate as to carry them through all duties 
and trials, and lead them to part with all for 
Christ, the evidence 'they can derive from his
tOf¥ will not suffice. Those who have not 
somewhat of a general view of the series of his
torical events in the world, and of the state of 
mankind from age to age, cannot see for them
selves the clear evidence, from history, of the 
truth of facts in distant ages. All is confused, 
indistinct, doubtful to their view. 
1"But ~he gospel was not given for the learned 
oply, or ,principally, but for the poor-for the 
great body of men. There are ninety-nine out 
of every hundred of those for whom the sacred 
Scriptures were written, who are n'ot capable 
of any certain or effectual conviction of their 
divine authority by such arguments as learned 
men employ. If men, brought up in heathen
ism, . must ~vait for a certain conviction of 
Christianity till they have learning and ac
quaintance with the history of politer nations, 
so as to see clearly the force of such kind of 
arguments, it would make the evidence of th~ 
gospel cumbersome, and its propagation among 

" them infinitely difficult.l 
N ow it has pleased God to give an evidence 

beyond mere probability-some higher persua-
1 J. Edwards. 
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sion than any from history or human tradition. 
A view of the divine glory in the gospel, and a 
perception of its efficacy in their hearts, con. 
vince them of its divine character rt once. He 
that truly s~es the transcendent, supreme glory 
of these thmg's, and feels their healing virtue, 
and has obtained life and salvation by them, 
kl~O.WS, as it were, their divine origin by in
tUition; he not only argues, but sees, they are 
divine. Not that the s01J.I judges the 'doctrines 
of Christianity to be from God,' without any 
argument or deduction at all; but it'is without 
any long chain of argument.; the argument is 
but one, and the evidence direct; the mind 
ascends to the truth of the gospel by but one' 
step-its divine glory and fulfilment in itself of 
all its promises. 

It is this experience :which supported the 
martyrs and confessors (many of whom were 
women and illiterate persons); it is this which, 
in fact, sustains the faith of the mass of our 
Christian population. 

The number of those who can argue and 
reason, and weigh historical proofs, is ~ery few. 
The number of those who can feel th~ power 
of the gospel, and discern its glory, is vast as 
the human race. 

Merely literary men are slow to admit that 
vulgar minds can have any rational perception 
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, of truths involving great and high contempla
tion. They overlook the distinction between 
the nice analysis of principles, the accurate 
statement of definitions, logical inferences, and 
the solution of difficulties; and THE STH UC

TUl1.E OF .OUR OWN THOUGHTS, AND THE PLA Y 

OF TUE AFFECTIONS. They discern not b~
tween the theory of metaphysical science; and 
the first truths and rational instincts which 
are implanted in the breasts of all-and which 
prepare them to see the glory of the gos-

. pel, ,to feel its influence, and to argue from 
both for the divinity of Christianity. The 
one is an elevating employment of the intel
lect ; the other the germs and seeds of all 
'intellectual and moral knowledge, which lie 
dormant till they are called forth by occasions, 
and then they burst forth into life and power. 1 

The conviction, then, built upon the perception 
of a divine virtue and glory in Christianity, is 
an inward witness, most rational in itself, al
though entirely level to the whole body of 

mankind. 
2. But this evidence is THE MOST SATISFAC

TORY that can be adduced to men of all classes 
and degrees of learning. For to feel the heal
ing power of the gospel; to admire its immense 
glory; to know its inward efficacy; to find that 

1 Verplank. 
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it raises us towards God; to be persuaded that 
it brings us into communicati~ with the Father 
of Spirits; to know that it places us in unison 
and harmony with the will of the supremeAr .. 
biter; to be conscious of elevation, of happi': 
ness, of hope, which go on towards heaven; 
and attract us thither,-all ,this is a sort 'of 
evidence so different from mere logical proof~ 
so far higher than mere conclusions.of reason, 
that it places man on another footing, and 
lands him in another region. The. persuasion 
from historical and internal evidence produces 
an human faith; silences objections from with
out; proves negatively that man could not 
have invented the gospel; establishes the ab
stract excellency of its . doctrines, precepts, 
founder, and tendency. But these conclusions 
are cold, timid, uninfluential, till the heart 
is warmed and touched with the love of'God. . , 
till the inward testimony of the gospel, from its 
surprising glory and blessed effects upon the 
whole character, is added to all the others. 
Then the mind is inflamed-·then ail the pre
ceding classes of evidence kindle into life
then the soul of man reposes in satisfaction ;it 
feels it has attained to truth, has secured the 
treasure, found the Pearl of great price, reached 
the highest good and proper blessedness of man. 

And what has learning to say to all this? 
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What can mere talents for research, or depth of 
genius, or powers of eloquence say toan evidence 

; which pardons, and sanctifies, and saves? I 
may be silenced by an these human reasonings; 
bam made happy and holy by the inward re
sources' of Christianity. 
II.Accordingly, there is no time when this in-

• ward testimony il'l. not the most satisfactory, 
· fr:om, its· very nature, to the heart of man; 

whilst there are times of peculiar tempta
tion,. when no other can afford relief. No 
minds ~re so open to the incursion of doubt, 
as:.the ~ost powerful and al'gumentative: no 

· minds are so open to the fiery darts of the great 
adversary; none so prone to an infirm and 
wavering faith. In these respects, the moral 
and internal witness of the Holy Spirit in the 
heart, is a refuge and consolation. It shuts out 

, doubts; it silences cavils; it overrules ob
jections; it quells speculative difficulties. 
,,:To be conscious of the divine glory of the 

· things revealed; to feel their elevating, purify
ing, consoling effects; to know they have made 

, me a better man; to recollect that answers to 
prayer, and fulfilment of promises, have been 
and are testifying of the truth of Christianity to 
the heart-these are solid proofs, which silence 
the floating conjectures and momentary hcsita: 
tions which temptations may inject into the 

VOL. II. s 
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mind. The soul has an anchor, a hold, an itr~ 

terior conviction of Christianity, which nothing 
can shake. It is not this or that particular 
argument merely, that sustains our faith; it is' 
the great substance of the gospel, producing 
holy and heavenly effects upon the heart and 
character. 

3. But this is also A GROWING, GElu,n.: 

NA'rING evidence; ever new, ever at hand; 
ever reviving. It advances with our knowledge 
of God, our love to our Saviour, Our victory 
over sin, our fervency in prayer, our spiritual' 
tastes, habits, and joys. Other evidences will; 
from· the nature of things, decline in vivid.; 
ness. Our perception of them becomes faint; . 
The mind cannot be roused at once to the con: 
sideration of them. 'Ve are obliged, on all the' 
less obvious points, to rely on what I may call 
past evidence; a recollection that we ha~e 

once examined the subject to the bottom, and. 
then attained the most complete convictlon of 
its truth, though the particulars are no longer 
present with the mind. But this inward testi~ . 
mony is always at hand, always refreshing;' 
it is entwined ab(mt our associations and 
habits of thought; it is inseparable from our· . 
religious feelings; it is springing up with aU 
our holiest desires, prayers, aspirations. The 
young penitent has some measure of this in': 
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terior proof, in the purifying and consoling 
power of Christianity, upon his heart. But 
every year he lives, his persuasion becomes 
deeper with his deeper experience, his new 
observations upon the glory of the religion, his 
growing acquaintance with its promises, his 
increasing recollections of answers to his 
prayers. This inward experience is an accom
panying stream of grace and consolation, with 
all the freshness of its first rise upon it, and 
yet aU the depth and volume of its accumu
lated progress. It is, like a river of life flow
ing with us through the world. It is an ex
haustless spring which strengthens and widens 
as we advance towards the borders of that I 

· eternal state whither we are going. 
4. Not that we are to disparage the other 

branches of evidence, because we assign to 
· this a province in some respects higher. On 
.' the contrary, by this inward testimony, we 

STRENGTHEN ALL THE EXTERNAL AND IN

TERN AL PROOFS, where we are in circum-
· stances to study them, and prepare the mind 

for judging of them aright. Those documents 
and deeds of Ollr inheritance remain as they 
were, in the hands of all who are competent to 
examine them. There they are, the external 
bulwarks and defence of our religion. We 

· desert not one part of the fortification. There 
s 2 
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stand the miracles and prophecies. There re~ 
mains the miraculous propagation. There are 
the obvious good effects which Christianity has 
produced. There also stand the internal evi
dences-the adaptation-the sublimity of the 
doctrines-the morals-the character of Christ
the beneficial tendency. All these remain in 
their original strength. . 

But this inward conviction of the excellency. 
of the discoveries of Revelation by their own 
light. and of the healing grace of it communi- ' 
cated to the heart, adds incomparable force to 
the result, pushes the demonstration to its 
highest point-and that point, such as to ap-' 
propriate all the blessings to man, to bring him 
to his true end, and accomplish that for which 
all the other proofs were preparatory. 

And tl1U8 the mind is assisted in judging of 
the external proofs. As a man who, from blind- , 
ness, or the darkness of a cavern, should first 
behold the sun, would have a reflex light thr9wn 
upon the evidences by which he had previously 
credited its existence; so he who beholds the 
sun of righteousness, and the glory of the divine 
Saviour, from a previous state of moral blind
ness and unbelief, will have a -reflex light cast 
upon all the external evidences by which he 
credited the truths of Christianity. 

This inward obedience to religion, also, re-
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moves all that prejudice and obscurity of the 
heart, by which the force even of external 

. proof is much weakened. It makes the mind 
from unwilling, willing; from prejudice, unpre
judiced; from dull and heavy and reluctant, 
ready and prompt; from uninterested and in
different, lively and eager and impressed. It 
assists and engages the attention; it helps the 
reasoning powers; it makes even the specu: 
lative notions more vivid. 

Then when we come to the internal evidences 
and the matter of the Revelation itself, how 
much more complete and satisfactory is the 
impression upon the heart which discerns spi
ritual things, which has the taste and faculty 
for perceiving the things of the Spirit, the 
darkness of nature having been removed! 
How does the suitableness of Christianity to 
the state and wants of 'man, how do the ex
cellency and glory of the doctrines, how do 
the pure and heavenly morals, how does the 
attraction of Christ's holy character, how do 
the blessed tendencies of Christianity upon 
man's present and eternal welfare, break upon 
the pious mind! In fact, the inward testimony 

, . of Christianity is like the faculty of sight, it 
discerns all the spiritual objects which consti
tute the internal evidences of Christianity. 
And though men may guess at these, without 

i 
i' 



262 Il\lPORTANCE [LECT. XIX. 

any experience, and may form some notions of ' 
them, from education and the language of others. 
and books, and the remains of natural light; yet 
they perceive no real glory, nOr feel any divine. 
efficacy and power in them; and therefore the 
conviction must be cold and defective; it will ." 
want energy and clearness and unction; the 
man cannot discern the effulgence of that light 
which, like the orb of day, is its own best 
and most glorious evidence. "For as God~ 
in the creation of the world, has so made 
and formed, its parts, has left such characters 
of his eternal power, and wisdom on them, 
and filled them with such evidences of their 
author, that without any other testimony, they 
declare their Creator; so, in his word, he has 
by his Spirit implanted in it and impressed 
upon it such characters of his goodness, power, . 
wisdom, holiness, love to mankind, truth, f~ith~ 
fulness, that at all times and all places where 
the expansion of Scripture is stretched over 
men by his providence, it dec1a~es itself to 
be his, and makes good its authority from 
him."l 

5. This proof, therefore, is PECULIARLY NE· 

CESSA RY I N THE PRESENT DA Y, if we would 
cheek the progress of unbelief, and promote the 
revival of p~re Christianity. In fact, one prinei-

1 Owen. 
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pal reason of the decay of real Christianity, and 
the sad diffusion of infidelity or semi-infidelity 
amongst us is, that we have left the proofs 
of Christianity in the cold region of historical 
document and testimony. It has been the 
fashion of late years, to make the subject of 
the evidences an intellectual disquisition merely, 
a matter of argument on external testimonies. 
This has arisen from a too general decline in 
spiritual religion, and from the defence of Chris
tianity having, accordingly, fallen into the hands 
of men ~f mere talents and skill in human con
troversy, who, with all their learning and acute
ness. were greatly wanting in a persuasion of 
the glory of the divine things revealed in the 
Scriptures, and would, on these points, have 
yielded too much to the spirit of infidelity. 
Formerly, the historical arguments were less 
attended to-indeed it is but of late years, that 
they have been set in a clear and convincing 
light; perhaps they were previously too much 
overlooked; men insisted on the inward ex
cellency, the divine character, the self-evident 
force of the Scriptures. l 

These were the topics of the great masters of 
divinity. Then came the age of extravagance, 
enthusiasm, hypocritical religion; to make way 
for the profaneness of the court of our second. 

I The TO lJt:LOJl, the TO aVT<l7nuToJl. 
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Charles. Infidelity was not long behind. Then 
the apologists for Revelation, infected with tbd' 
iniquity of the times, descended from the height 
which they no longer knew how to defend, into. 
the field of historical debate. They put the evi-' 
dences as low as possible. They stopped when 
they had arranged their hist~rical testimonies; 
instead of pressing on to -the internal evidences' 
and the inward witness of Christianity. They 
manfully and ably maintained the authenti- . 
city, credibility, divine authority of the Scrip:.. 
tures, (the inspiration they abandoned;) they 
made out a strong case as to the lives and, 
testimonies of the apostles; they touched on", 
prophecy, they said something of the morals 
of Christianity and the originality of Christ's 
character; they s'poke of the resurrection of 
the dead and a future state. Here. they left 
men,-scarcely a word of redemption, the fall,: 
the adaptation of Christianity to man's wants,' 
the incarnation, the work of the Holy Spirit, 
the inward efficacy of religion upon the heart, 
the practical test to which every sincere in
quirer might bring its offers. 

What was the effect? There never were 
fewer true believers amongst those educated in 
the true religion; and infidelity never prevailed 
so much as in the age in which these historical 
arguments were handled in this exclusive man-
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nero The gospel doth not go abroad thus beg
ging for its evidences, so much as some think. 
It has its highest and most proper evidences in 
i~elf.l 

.' Nor does God own those efforts which would 
tacitly detract from the operations of his grace: 
If we think to beat Satan, the world, and the un
belief of the 'human heart with arguments 
merely, we shall fail. Men are told to look 
to human testimonies. They rest upon them. 
They read sound and well-reasoned treatises. 
They are satisfied. But such a conviction 
gives n~thing of that warm and holy persua
sion of the truth of God, which an inward obe-, 
dience to the gospel, and a trial of its promises, 
would produce. The writers know nothing of 
these things; perhaps nothing of the main doc
trines of the incarnation and sacrifice of Christ. 
The reader rests contented with a general 
faith-a sort of negative belief-a state of mind 
neither pleasing to God nor consolatory to man. 
. But if young people are directed from the 
first to consider outward evidences as in
troductory to internal, and all as leading to a 
personal experience of the power of Chris
tianity, the result is totally different. When 
this divine glory and excellency of the gospel 

I J, Ell wards. 
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is felt, and not before, men hold to Christianity: 
as their sheet-anchor, as their joy, their trea.! 
sure, their boast all the day, They do not let 
its peculiarities be hidden through false shame.~' 
they do not defend it merely as a political engine 
for the good order of society. They feel that there . 
is a convincing, a subduing powerin God's word; 
which mere schoolmen cannot understand and 
do not approve; but which the true Christian 
feels and knows. N either his r~ason nor the 
authority of men have created the belief he has 
of the truth of the word of God. His reason 
is satisfied, indeed, and in harmony with, its 
statements, but does not establish its truth. 
I t is the divine glory of redemption, the actual 
enjoyment and fulfilment of the promises, the 
real healing of his soul, his communion with 
qod as a fathel', which commends the gospel to 
him. As the mirror, brightly polished and 
cleansed, is fitted to reflect the splendour of 
the skies; so is his understanding to the truth 
of the Scriptures, which, as a heavenly and in
dependent sun of glory, darts upon his mind 
its holy rays, with such a strength and efficacy, 
that he believes and receives from it what his 
reason could never have conceived, nor histo. 
rical arguments have described. 

The discoveries of the Bible concerning the 
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Almighty, his perfections, his grace, his re
demption in Christ Jesus and thenew-creati~g 
energy of his Spirit, are now brought near to 
his heart, by an inward and personal expe

. rience, though they still lift up themselves 
, above the reach of his intellectual powers, which 

wind about their heights, as the traveller 
about the inaccessible summits of arduous 
mountains which he silently contemplates and 
admires.} 
. Here, then, we close the argument. In our 
next Lecture we shall offer some DIRECT~ONS 
to the ~erious inquirer when entering upon the 
investigation for himself. 

In the mean time, I appeal to all sincere 
Christians before me, and I ask them whether 
I have overstated the NATURE of this argument, 
its SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY, the facts on 
which jt rests, or its SINGULAR IMPORTANCE? 

You know the excellency and grace of Chris
tianity. You know the way in which it has 
answered all its promises to you, and fulfilled 
all the expectations it had raised. You know 
the peace, the tranquillity of conscience,. the 
love of God and Christ, which it has shed forth 
in your mind. You are making further trial 

1 Dr. C. Malan. 
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daily of the truth of its declarations. You are 
assured, by your own inward experience, that 
it is no cunningly devised fable which you have 
followed; no cold theory of morals; no abstract 
discovery of the being and attributes and wor
ship of Almighty God. No! It is the,.life- . 
giving and animating communion of the Saviour 
with the heart-it is the participation of a new 
nature-it is the Holy Spirit indwelling the 
soul-it is an emanation of the holiness and, 
felicity of God himself-it 'is the. drinking at 
the divine fountain of bliss and joy-it is the 
a~ticipation and pledge of the heavenly hap
pmess. 

And how natural it is that this species of 
~vidence should close. the various species of 
proof, which, like columns lofty and substan~ 
tial, sustain on every side the Christian edifice! 
I t is altogether in the usual method of the 
divine dealings with man. There' are pri
mary discoveries and impressions which attend 
the first essays in any science, and there are 
ulterior and more ripened views 'which spring 
from longer attention to phenomena, more care': 
ful study, and a richer furniture of knowledge. 
A man believes the facts of the Newtonian phi
losophy in youth, from the testimony of others, 
and a slight acquaintance with a few obvious 
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principles and a few striking experiments. If, 
however, he give his mind to the pursuit, and 
spend his life in gathering facts, col1ecting ob
servations, and applying the results of mathe
matical science to a sound philosophical analy
sis,.he acquires, in a course of years, a far wider, 

. and more accurate and more practical know
ledge of the great subject-a knowledge, not 
different in kind, but vastly more exalted in 
degree, more mellowed into a ripened convic
tion, and more united with all the habits and 
associatioQs of his mind, than he cQuld have 
at first. 

It is so in Christianity. The o~tward evi
dences are designed for those who are not in a 
state of mind to receive other grounds of be
lief. These strike the attention. Like the 
miracles of which they are the record, they call 
up men's thoughts to the interfering hand of 
the Almighty, and t.o the divine Revelation for 
which he thus displays his power. When these 
evidences are admitted and acted upon, the 
internal proofs open to the mind, to confirm the 
faith and increase the attachment already pro
duced. And after the contemplation of the in
terior constitution of the religion, the divine ex
cellency of the things revealed in themselves, 
and the peculiar effects which they produc~ 
upon the heart, complete the proof and give 
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an inward witness to the truth of Christianity 
whicl~ rises as much above ~very other, as 
expenence surpasses know]edge; deliverance 
~nd safety, mere barren persuasion; and the 
lIfe of God in the sou], those means of belief 
~nd salvation, which, without that life, .will 
m truth only increase our guilt and aggravate 
our condemnation. 
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LECTURE. XX. 

PRACTICAL DIRECTIONS FOR THE APPLICATION 
OF THE TEST TO WHIGH MEN MAY BRING THE 
CHRn,TIAN REVELATION. 

PSALM XXXIV. 8. 

o taste and see that the Lord is good. 

WE now come to address those who are anxious 
to make the trial for themselves of the promises 
which Christianity holds out to the humble in
quirer. We have already described the nature 
of the argument; have established its authority 
by a reference to the Holy Scriptures; have 
stated the facts in real life which support every 
part of the statement, and have shown the 
singular importance of the result educed. 

But the question is so infinitely important, 
and yet so open to difficulties in its practical 
application, both from the corruption of man 
and the busy arts of the great spiritual ad-
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versary Satan, that I am anxious t'o offer, in the 
present Lecture, some DIRECTIONS to those 
who may be disposed sincerely to enter upon 
the inquiry. ., 

And here I would first point out the charac-, 
ters which I have now especially in view. 

I have hitherto addressed young professed, 
Christians generally. I have. endeavoured to . 
consider the dangers of thos~ who have been. 
brought up in the bosom of Christianity, .and:, 
to impress them with a sense of the accu
mulated and various evidences, historical and,' 
internal, which surround or spring from the 
heavenly doctrine. But I now turn to a rather 
different class, or rather some of the same class" . 
under different circumstances. 

1- suppose such of them to be' collected be-· 
fore me, as have a real desire to make the eX~r . 
periment for themselves of the Christian grace 
and promises, and to make it in that spirit. of 
humility with which' alone a weak and sinful 
creature can approach aright the infinite God., 

I suppose them to have attended to the pre
vious arguments, at least so far as to have som~ 
impression upon their minds of the magnifi
cence of the external, and the harmony and 
excellency of the internal proofs. I suppose. 
them, not merely simple, docile, ready to follow 
truth as they discover it (which we stated in 
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an' early Lecture 1 to be indispensable to any 
successful consideration of a subject like reli-

· gion) but something more-I suppose them to 
· feel the importance of the question, to have 
a conviction fixed on their minds, of the awful 

· consequences of a mistake, and to be im pressed 
· with the goodness of God, in furnishing such 

abundant sources of confidence, and especially 
in proposing his Revelation to the trial of every 
earnest and docile supplicant. 
.. If they have not come so far as this with 
me, they are not prepared for the· present 
argument. They must be referred to the pre
ceding Lectures. When they have considered 
these introductory topics, so as to ,:"nderstand 
how the question stands, and to desire heartily 
to enter on a personal trial of religion as a mat
ter of experience, we shall be ready to assist 

them to do so. 
At present, I consider the case of the se-

rious, the anxious, the impressible, amongst my 

bearers. 
Whatever may have been your previous con-

. duct, and with whatever particular temptations 
or difficulties you may now be pressed, Chris
tianity invites you to draw near: she says, 
in the language of my text, 0 taste and see that 

the Lord is good. She says, by the divine lips 
I Leet. ii. 
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2i4 DI RF.CTIONS [LECT. xx •. 

of her Founder, Come unto me, all ye that are . 
weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest •.. 
Some of you may have been formerly prou4 
and ambitious in spirit; others inflated with' 
human science and the vanity of intellectual - \ 

might; others may have been contaminated 
with the vices, and sensualities, and profligacies 
of the world; others infected with the ridicule; 
and levity, and sarcasms, cast upon religion by 
men of ready wit and thoughtless minds; others 
may have been merely indifferent, neglectful, 
buried in the temporalities of this life. 

But you have been led to pause. 
calamity, some of the consequences of your. 
own misconduct, which you did not foresee; 
some stroke of sickness or death in your fa
mily; some sermon or devotional treatise or ex
ample of piety or portion of the Holy Scriptures, 
has brought you to consideration. You' have 
stopped in the downward course of sin and folly; 
you are in a state of mind to listen to what I 
have further to say. I know not what may be 
the particular tossings of your thoughts at this. 
moment; but, whatever they are, I have a 
message to deliver to you. 

I invite you to make a trial, in your own 
case, of those practical parts of Christianity 
which become matters of experience, when they. 
are duly received. Not, indeed, a trial of Chris-
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· tianity, in the sense of deciding whether it be a 
· Revelation from God or not. . To settle this 
great question, you must go to. the proper 
external proofs; and not think of meddling 
with the inward witness-a thing quite beyond 
· the range of one unconvinced of the truth of 
Revelation itself. What you are about to do, 
IS this. Being already convinced ofthe divine 
orjgin .of Christianity, from its proper external 
evidences; and being persuaded of the excel
lency and sublimity of its ct.ief contents, from 

· the internal evidences, you wish to go on to 
. something further . You have beard of that 
perception which Christians have of the glory 
and efficacy of their religion, and of that fulfil
ment of its promises, which constitute the 
inward witness of Christianity. And you now 

. desire to attain a similar interior and practical 
taste of the truth and goodness of the Almighty, 
by making a trial Df his word, and bringing to 
the test of experiment, in your own case, the 
reality of the blessings which Christianity 
proffers. 

I dwell .on this, because Satan and your cor
rupt imagination will instantly attempt to con
fuse and mis-state the real point, the moment 
you are in earnest about your salvation. Re
memher, then, that you admit the being and per
fections.of Almighty God; you admit the bonds 

T2 
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of primary moral obligation upon man; you ad
mit the heavenly origin of the Christian religion.· 
The question, then, now before you, regardE!. 
not the diyine authority of Christianity, but the 
experience of certain practical benefits and 
blessings, which it promises to aU-\tho submit. 
to its directions, and make a trial of its offers~ . 
It is not you, in fact, that are making a trial of 
Christianity, but Christianity that is making a· 
trial of you. 

THE DIRECTIONS, THEN, WHICH 1 WOULD 
OFFER YOU, in entering upon this practical 
investigation, are such as these :-Study Chris •. 
tianity in THE BIBLE ITSELF; trace out, in 
your own heart, the truth of its STATEMENTS 
CONCERNING MAN; PRAY earnestly to God; 
use the MEANS OF GRACE; keep your eye 
fixed ON JESUS CHRIST. the great object of . 
the Christian religion; and observe how Reve
lation suits THE WHOLE OF. YOUR CASE AND 
CONDITION. 

1. STUDY CHRISTIA NITY IN THE B] BLE IT. 

SELF; comparing, in the first place, the gene. 
ral character of its contents, with the state of 
the world, and the mass of evidence adduced . 
for the truth of the gospel. 

Those who hesitate about Revelation. know 
nothing. generally speaking, or next to nothing, . 
of the Bible. They have never attentively 
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read. with the express design of knowing and 
obeying the will of God. if it should prove to 
be found there, the pages of the inspired 
;volume. They take up their notions of what 
.Christianity is, from its enemies; from the 
current misrepresentations of the day; from a 
few insulated, and, perhaps, perverted facts. 
{fhey compare some gross mis-statements of 
the doctrines and precepts of Christianity, with 
their own off-hand judgment and taste, or even 
inclinations; and upon the appearance of in
congruity, difficulty, impossibility, they doubt 
of the Revelation itself. In this way, the re
iigion which they profess to inquire after, has 
never been fairly understood. The whole ques

. tion has been involved in the obscurity which 
a vain and careless world, or a corrupt heart, 

diffuses. like mists, about the unwelcome but. 

momentous subject. 
This may have been your case, my young 

friends, in some measure; but it must not be 
your case any longer. If you would make a 
trial of the practical effects of Christianity upon 
your own ~inds, you must understand ,,:hat it 
is; what it proposes to do for man; what it 
discovers; what it requires. To do this, you 
must study the Bible itself. You must come 

, up to the fountain of life, and not drink at the 
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scanty and impure streams of human opinion 
and passion. 

Begin with the gospels. Read for once, in a . 
docile spirit, and as one feeling something of his 
ignorance and demerit before Almighty God, 
the narrative of the life of Christ, -his birth, his 
miracles, his doctrine, his manner of teaching, • 
his divine conversations. Something strikes yon 
as you read. You feel a: penetrating awe com~ .. 
over you in the presence of the Son of God. 
There is a majesty and authority in every thing 
he did; a sweetness and attractiveness which 
cannot but arrest your attention. you per- . 
ceive what his religion proposes to do for man"":' 
to impart life. You find him every where speak. 
of bestowing pardon-of raising man from sin·· 
and condemnation-of revealing salvation in 
the ranSOln of the cross. . You stand with the 
disciples, and are astonished at his doctrine, 
whilst he speaks as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. l 

You have now fairly begun; you are in
terested; you have perused carefully the gos
pels; you perceive continual references to the 
prophecies of a preceding dispensation of re
ligion. Turn to some of those numerous pro
phecies which the Evangelists notice as aceom-

I Matt. vii. 28, 29. 
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plished in our Lord's life and sufferings. Read 
the prophet Isaiah; meditate, with a noble 
penitent,I on the 5ard chapter. You are thus 
landed in the Old Testament-the patriarchal 
ages, and the economy and law of Moses. Be
gin the Old Testament in its order: read the 

.. account. of the creation and fall of man; mark 
the call of Abraham, after a lapse of two thousand 
years, when idolatry, in consequence of that 
fall, had overspread the world; see the dispen
sation of Moses, five hundred years later, rising 

. out of ~he redemption from Egypt. Follow the 
annals of the people of Israel; connect the his
torical books with the contemporary prophe
cies; then intersperse the devotional writings, 
dwelling specially upon the book of Psalms. 

What is the general impression of this course 
of. study ? You see one spirit pervade the 
whole. It is one Revelation, divided into 
several parts. It proposes to bring man back 

• to God; it opens a wonderful plan of reqemp
tion, which it gradually develops, till, in the later 
prophets, it melts into the Evangelical history. 
It bids man pray; it calls him to repent, to be
lieve, to rely on the mercy of God, through an 
atonement; to obey conscience, to shun the 
society of the wicked. What does it promise? 
Not to remove all the evils of this life, which are 

I Burnet's Rochester. 
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the consequences of sin, but to alleviate the most 
pressing-to give pardon, peace, strength, con
solation in this world, whilst it prepares man 
for, what is the consummation of its designs, 
the happiness of another. 

With these discoveries, or rather new im
pressions upon the heart, turn now to the apos
tolical writings. the last and finishing part ,of 
the inspired volume, composed after the ascen
sion of our Saviour, and the promised fulness ~f 
the Holy Ghost. 

Y 011 see in the Epistles aU the practical bear
ings of Christianity developed; the ends of 
Christ's incarnation and death; the virtue of 
his sacrifice; the intention of the Mosaic cere
monies; the preparatory and imperfec.t charac-, 
ter of the legal dispensation; the perfect pro
visions of the evangelical. Much will appear to 
you mysterious, difficult, incomprehensible. in' 
the details; especially at the first perusal.· But 
you have now some humility of mind; and will 
allow the great Creator to be wiser than man, 
the creature of a day. And it is to the general 
impression made upon you, as a serious in
quirer, anxious for truth-conscious, in some 
degree, of demerit, aware of weakness' and 
ignorance,-that I am now directing your 
thoughts. I would draw you off from the con
sideration of the gospel in the mere aspect of 
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,its mysteries, to the practical effects which 
they are designed to produce. 
r: You see Christianity is nothing more than 

'. 'natural religion amplified, purged, elevated, 
rendered practicable by a stupendous act of 
mercy; the gift of the only begotten Son of God 
to die for sin, and of the renovating Spirit of 
grace. 
,I' Mark the effects which the gospel produced 
iOn.the hearts and prospects of its first converts. 
What a change, what a deliverance, what a 
Jight i~ darkness, what a joy amidst the 
:miseries of a pagan world; what an impress of 
'God upon the soul of the convert! It is a new 
beart communicated; a new life; a new turn 
and bias to all the powers of the rational na
ture; a birth from above. 
:. Close now the sacred book, and look around 
you in the world; recall the annals of the past 
ages; retrace the history of mankind. You 
behold every thing with new eyes; you see. 
God knows the state of man; you see that the 
misery, blindness, perverseness, corruption, 
folly, vices of mankind; their uncertainty on 
all the fundamental points of religion; their 
dread of God as an enemy; their apprehensions 
of futurity, all meet and agree with the pro
visions of the gospel; whilst the provisions of 
the gospel meet and agree with these wants. 
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The phenomena of the world around you exactly' 
correspond with the statements of the Bible. ' . 

Now then, put these things together; and 
afterwards reflect on the mass of evidence of·· 
every kind, with which the Christian religion 
was introduced to your notice. 

I ask, if already some new sensations do not 
spring up in your bosom? I ask, if some fresh 
hopes do not visit you of attaining truth? I ask, 
if a new view of things does not dawn upon 
your mind, now that you begin in earnest to 
study what religion is, and what it proposes to 
do for man. 

Yes, I have surely gained my cause thus 
far! Yes, some new persuasion of the divinity 
of the Scriptures is moving in your mind,.· 
quite different from the traditional assent you 
once gave! Something within you says, H·1f 
this surprising exhibition of the love of God in, 
his own Son-if this prodigious scheme of 
redemption be but true, it will make me happy; 
it will relieve me from the darkness and agita
tion and doubt which I sometimes feel. And 
why should it not be true? Are my prejudices, 
or those of the world, of any weight on such a 
subject? How can the gospel be otherwise 
than true? Is it possible that Almighty God 
can have surrounded an imposture with such 
authority of miracles; with such fulfilments 
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· of prophecy; with such supernatural aids in 
the propagation, and continuance, and effects 
of the religion? Is it possible, that, with 

· such a suitableness to the state and wants of 
· man; with such a sublime system of doctrine; 

with such a pure morality; with so divine a 
Founder; with such a holy tendency,-the re
ligion should be false? No! it cannot be. 
The very thought is absurd-impossible! It 
cannot be, that all the attestations of truth 
should be a mere signet'upon a forged Revela
tion ! ~ o-all is true. I leave, for the pre
sent, difficulties ,,:,hich may, perhaps, be cleared 
up hereafter; but the Bible speaks to my 
heart. It is its own hest defence; it carries 
its own evidence with it; it is divine." 

II. TRACE OUT, in the next place, IN YOUR 

OWN HEART AND CHARACTER, THE TRUTH OF 

THE PARTICULAR STATEMENTS OF THE BIBLE, 

AS TO THE CONDITION OF MAN AND HIS 

GUILT BEFORE GOD. 

You are now in a frame of mind to do this; 
you are making a trial, in all simplicity, of the 
first promises of Christianity to those who seek 
her; you have received an impression from the 
perusal and comparison of the contents of the 
Bible, which ha.s brought you out from the 
mere tameness of educational assent. Take, 
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then, in the next place, one head of revealed. . 
truth. Verify in your own heart one part of the 
Bible, and that a capital part; a part on which· 
all the other divisions proceed; a part which I 
allow to be most distasteful to man at first, but 
yet which, if once examined candidly. and· 
humbly, will be found to correspond with ma~· 
tel' of fact, and to open to you fully the design . 
of the whole Revelation. . , i!.. 

Read again, and catch the impression of the 
language of sacred Scripture, as to the state bf 
man since the fall; as to his weakness, blind~ 
ness, corruption, perverseness, propensity to 
depart from God, unaptness to what is spiritu
ally good. You will find that Revelation is 
addressed throughout to the weak, the un:~ 
worthy, the miserable; and that if you did not . 
feel yourself to be of this number, the Bible· 
would not be suited for you. But go on. You 
begin to be conscious within yourself of a moral 
disorder; you will soon lose your high opinion 
of yourself, and your fond notions of self-righ
teousness. 

Consider what a contradictory creature the 
Bible describes man to be. How it degrades 
hirri on one hand, as to his actual condition , 
and raises him" on the other, as to hi's original 
capacities, as we formerly showed. 1 Does not 

1 Lect. xiv. 
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this picture resemble yo.u? Is not this the 
.• exact portrait, lineament by lineament, of your 

heart? 
I Proceed-read the history of the church and 
of the world, as given in the faithful, but humili
ating, records of Revelation, with t~e view of 
better discov~ring the state of man. What are 
the annals of the chosen people? what are the 
glimpses given of mankind and the pagan na
tions? what are the facts, as there collected? 
How frightful the vices; how unjust and inter
minable the wars; how debasing the idolatries; 

• I 

how profligate the cruelties there exhibited! . 
. I i From the history, go on and search the pro
phetical and devotional books; examine the 
New Testament; read the Gospels, the Acts of 
the Apostles, the Epistles, in order to see what 
man is; what the extent of his misery and 
guilt ! You discover the same features in every 
part of the Bible. From the commencement 
to the close Of the sacred canon, man is de
scribed, is addressed, is treated, is exhibited 
as a sinner, guilty, wandering from God, con
demned, miserable, unable to deliver himself. 

Now look within, and ask yourself, "Is not 
all this truth, so far as my own heart can be a 
specimen of that of others? Am I not this very 
perverse, wayward, contradictory; irresolute 
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creature? Is not my mind as prone to wicked
ness as that of the individuals and nations of 
whom I read? The conviction on my con:' 
science is faint. Self-love struggles hard, bui 
truth will make ,its way. The Bible knows 
me better than I know myself. All history; 
and all experience" confirm its statements; but;" 
what is to me more than a thousand argu.; 
ments-myown heart confirms the account. I 
am this weak, fallen creature, thus depicted in 
the sacred word." 

Read now, with attention, the strong pa~ 
sages throughout the Scriptures, which assert' 
that depravity of man's nature, as a point of 
doctrine, from which these histories and con
fessions, and facts, springs. Compare, for exam
ple, our Lord's declaration of what flows 
from the human heart, From within, out of the 
heart of man, proceed evil thoughts, adu/tel'ies, jor.;., 
nicatiolls, murders, thefts, covetousness, wickednes8~ 
deceit, lasciviousness~ an evil eye, pride, blasphemy, 
foolishness;1 with his assertion, That no man can 
come unto him, e:rcept the Father draw him.'}. And 
take both passages, and compare them with 
St. Paul's statement of the human heart being 
enmity against God; of there being in ou; flesh 
no good thing; of man being far from God, alien-

I Mark vii. '21,22. , , John vi. 44. 

1 
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lJIed in his mind by wicked works, dead in trespasses 
Il1ld sins.l Then go back to the first pages of 
Revelation, and meditate on the declaration, 
Every imagination of man's heal't is only evil con

. tinually. And let the holy Psalmist give in his 
testimony:· I was shape1l in iniquity, and in sill 

. did my mother conceive me. 
You see, all conspires to the same result. 

The general and demonstrable fact with re
gard to man, is, that the habit of his heart is 

. dislike and resistance to the Creator who gave 
him birth. The charge is a gloomy one; but 
shrink not from the consideration of it. A pa
tient does not shrink from knowing his bodily 
maladies, in order to obtain a cure; he overcomes 
his reluctance to entertain a bad opinion of 
himself; he overcomes his reluctance to find 
the disease is deeply seated, and has infected 
his whole frame; he overcomes his reluctance
to be told that a totally new method of treat
ment lis indispensable. So do you, as to the 
infinitely more important question of your spi
ritual condition. Nothing so touches the heart 
as this discovery of the· secret movements of 
man's perverseness and corruption. 
T~o things strike you: the one is, that you' 

had never attended to the state of your heart, 
or your spiritual relation to God, but had been 

I ~om. viii. 7; Rom. vii. 18; Eph. ii. 1; Col. i. 21. 

\ i 
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going on in ignorance of yourself and of your first 
and most momentous duties-this is one disco
very; you had been living as without God in the 
world. The other is, that when you attempt to 
do good, your heart does not follow the dictates, 
of the understanding, but breaks like a deceit .. 
ful bow-falls short, turns aside, and betrays 
you. 

These are the very things the Bible tells you~ 
Go on, then, in the further study of this won
derful book-it will lay open the secrets of your : 
heart more and more. You cannot now be sa
tisfied without a full acquaintance with the 
truth of things. You say to those around you,. 
as the Samaritan woman, Come, see a man 
that told me all that ever I did.. is not this the, 
Christ ?-Yes, he is the Christ: the book 
which reveals this, is the word of God-the re. 
ligion which proceeds on the knowledge of the 
human heart, is the true religion. Your gene
ral impressio.n oRawe and confidence, produced 
by the perusal of the Bible, is now deepened into 
some personal conviction of sinfulness. The sin
gle part of it which you have taken and verified 
by your own state and character, gives you an as
surance that it is the word of God, more practical 
and of another kind from that which sprung from 
the general comparison of the parts of the Reve
lation with each other, and your discovery of its 

I 
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,unity, harmony, and high end. You have now 
found out your disease, and are in a,way to a 
cure. You now see how unreasonable was 
your former state of mind, when you had only. 
an, educational prejudice in favour of Christiani
ty, when you cherished doubts, and rested sa

, tisfied in ignorance of the Bible and of yourself. 
" You see also the unreasonableness of the con

duct of others, who are acting now as you your
: self once acted. You see how entirely their aver
sionfrom the holy character of God, and the hu
miliatillO" doctrine of man's apostacy from him, o , 
springs from that very depravity which they deny, 
and accounts to you for their negligence and un
belief. You see, in a word, that this one truth of 

, man's corruption, opens the whole state of the 
world, of the heart, of the scheme of redemption, 
of the necessities and the miseries of man, of 
the ends and importance of Revelation. 

But I hasten-

III. To offer another direction. P RA Y FE R

VENTLY TO GOD FOR HIS GRACE TO ACCOM

PANY YOUR ENDEAVOURS. 

Careless and profane people never pray; the 
proud and thoughtless never pray; the super
cilious inquirer never prays. ,Formerly you 
never prayed. You may have admitted gene
rally, on the footing of natural conscience, the 

VOL. II. U 
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obligation of prayer to God, the Creator and Pre
server of all men. You could not help in theory 
admitting this, especially with the reflex light 
of Christianity cast ab"out you. But you never 
prayed. You may have addressed the supreme 
Being in a form of devotion; but you never 
prayed. You may have uttered a sigh of an
guish, a bitter complaint, an insulated applica~ 
tion for some temporal deliverance; but you 
never prayed"-that is, you never besought Al
mighty God in earnest for spiritual benefits. 
You never fervently and humbly begged of God; 
as the Father of mercies, for the blessings of in-' 
struction, spiritual strength, the forgiveness of 
sins, salvation. 

But now you are prepared and disposed! 
I. 

to this duty. You want to make the trial of' " 
the sacred influ'ences of Christianity . You 
want to get rid of doubt and hesitation, and to 

feel the obligations of revealed religion. You 
are struck with the general impression of the 
Bible. You are penetrated with the view which 
it presents of your own heart. There is a sym
pathy now created, or rather beginning to be 
created, between the truths of Revelation and 
your state of mind. 

Study then, in the next place, what the 
Bible says on the subject of prayer. Make 
the prayers found there your own. Turn to the 
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Book of Psalms, and say from your own heart, 
Lord, open thou mine eyes, that I may see wondrous 

in thy law. l Teach me to do thy will, for 
, thou art my God; thy Spirit is good, lead me into 
tfie land of uprightness.2 

Open the Prophets. Pray with Isaiah, Let 
me come and go up to thy mountain, 0 Lord, to thy 
house, 0 God of Jacob; and do thou teach 71l~ 'of 

, thy ways, that I may walk in thy paths. 3 Pray 
,according to the promise in Ezekiel, Give me, 
o Lord, a new heart, and put a new spirit within 
me, and take away the stony heart out 0/ my flesh, 

. and give me a heart of flesh. 4 

Go to the gospels. Read the blessed Sa
viour's promises made to prayer; especially of 
the gift of the Holy Spirit-AsIc .and ye shall re
ceIve, seek and ye shalljind, knock and it shall-be 
opened unto you. For if ye, being evil, know how 

. to give good things to your children, how much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven, give HIS Ho L Y 

SPIRIT TO THEM THAT ASK HIl\f,.'i Approach, 
then, and make your prayer; ask, seek, knock. 
Pray especially for the Holy Spirit to assist, to 
illuminate, to renew you; to produce in you all 
those effects which in your reading of the Bible, 

. . you observed were produced in the first Chris
. tian converts. 

1 Psalm cxix. 18. 

• Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 

2 Psalm cxliv. 10. 3 Isai. ii. 3. 

• Luke xi. 9-11. 
u2 
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From the gospels, proceed to the Acts of the 
Apostles; read the inquiries, the prayers of the 
true penitents. Make those inquiries and those' 
prayers your own. Say with the hearers of St. 
Peter and the apostles, frIen and brethren, what 

shall we do?1 Say with the Philippian jailor, . 
Sirs, what must 1 do to be saved? 2 Fall prostrate 
before the Almighty with Saul of Tarsus, and. 
say, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do ? 3 

Then open the epistles, and pray, as St. Paul' 
does for the Ephesians, That the eyes of your 

understanding may be enlightened: 4 or as the 
same apostle for the Colossians, That you rna!! 
befilled with the knowledge of God's will in aU . 

u'isdom and spiritual understanding. ~ 

Proceed thus in tracing the spirit of prayer 
diffused throughout the Bible, and adopt the 
forms there left for your direction. Prayer is 
the attitude in which revelation would place.' 
you. All its blessings are granted to prayer. 
Approach Gqd thus, though it be with feeb!e~ 
ness, with conscious demerit. You must de
pend upon his grace in your religious inquiries, 
as you must depend upon his providence in the 
natural duties and concerns of life. If you de- . 
sire to make an experiment of the promises of . 
Christianity, you must do it in the prescribed 

1 Acts ii. 37. 

• Eph. i. 18. 

2 Acts xvi. 30. 

• Col. i. 9. 

3 Acts ix. 6. 
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method' that method is self-renunciation-, 
· prayer for grace-sense of demerit-acknow

O'rYl<>nT of weakness and g·uilt. If you come 
Bible in pride, you will depart empty 

away. The great God is not to be mocked, to 
be contemned, to be insulted by a worm like 

· man. If he condescends to make promises 
of inward effects on the heart, of a seal of 
Peace and consolation, of answers to prayer, of 
an experimental knowledge of the blessings of 

· Christianity, these c~m only be had in a way of 
humility and supplication. They must be sought, 
not demanded; implored as a boon, not exacted 

. asa right; obtained in the spirit of penitent con
trition,not seized with the hand of presumption, 
and self-conceit. 

But I need not dwell on this. The dis
coveries you have made of your own heart, have 
levelled in the dust the high tower of pride and 
self-justification which you had built up, and 
have brought you to penitence. You are pre
pared to seek, with the eagerness of a beggar 
imploring an alms, the bounties of the divine 

. grace. Already you begin to pray. Your heart 
desires, and expresses what it desires. Religion 
interests you. You feel your wants. All is in 
progress for your satisfaction. 

I V . Let me ad vise you, j n the next place, to wai t 
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for the gradual attainment of what you seek IN 

THE USE OF THE MEANS WHICH GOD HAS PRO

MISED TO BLESS, AKD IN THE CONSCIENTIOUS 

PRACTICE OF DUTY AS YOU DISCOVER IT. The 
more you study the Bible, the more you will see 
that you are placed in the midst of a system of .. 
means; that you are under a moral govern
ment; that God bestows his blessings upon the 
waiting soul; that nothing can be done hastily 
or mechanically, but that we must act as rea
sonable and accountable beings, and humbly 
ex pect the blessings promised in the way 
prescribed. You are now prepared for this. 
Prayer is a waiting upon God, the attending daily 
at his gates, the watching at the posts of his doors} 
Probably the idea you once formed of religious 
experience, was that of something violent, 
sudden, distinguishable at once from the oper
ations of your own nlind; something involvirig 
an irrational and unaccountable excitement; 
such is the notion which "the disputer of this 
world" 2 forms of the experience of religion. 
you find it very different: you find the influ
ences of grace are gradual, soft, imperceptible 
at the time, congruous with the ratio'nal nature 
of man, and chiefly to be traced in their effects; 
and yet mighty and efficacious; for as the wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and we hear the sound 

I Provo viii. 34. • 1 Cor. i. 20. 
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thereqf, but cannot tell whence it cometh, nor whi
. ther it goeth; so is everyone that. is born of the 
_ .... ~ ....... 1 In these means of grace,tl\at is, in 

prayer, in reading God's word, in attending the 
public preaching of the gospel, in the conversa
tion and advice of the pious-you must wait for 

. further light; and you shall not wait in vain. 
In the expectations thus raised there is a 

. pledge of their fulfilment. 
. In the meanwhile, delay not the time to do 
what you .know to be your duty, and to .avoid 
what you know to be sin. To him that ordcreth 
his conversation aright, will I show the salvation of 
God/ is the Almighty's promise. In doing the 
divine will, a thousand things will become more 
plain, and a thousand difficulties will sink be
fore you. In attempting obedience, you will 
perceive more sensibly the truths already be
lieved; especially that of your own corruption 
and inability. In this way you will meet God, 
and testify the sincerity of your desire to expe
rience his grace. In this way you will discover 
your need of that peculiar revelation of mercy 
to which I would now call your attention. 

V. Let me counsel you to keep your eye 
fixed ON THE GREAT OBJ ECT WHICH CnRIS-

1 John iii. 8. 2 Psalm 1. '23. 
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'fIANITY REVEALS, as the only source of relief 
and consolation. All I have at present said, IS 
introductory. The person and glory of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour is the centre-point, the main 
characteristic, the distinguishing fact of the 
whole of Revelation. You are surely now pre
pared to behold the mysterious cross on which 
he expired, as a sacrifice for sin. You are eager 
to receive the peculiar doctrines of the gospel, 
for which all your previous inquiries have been" 
disposing you. You want pardon;, you 'want 
peace with God; you want something as a 
ground of merit in approaching the throne of 
grace-you find nothing in yourself but ipfir· 
mity, sin, guilt. Behold,. then,. the person of 
Christ, the substitute for man, bearina sin in his o 

own body on the cross,' dying, thejustfor the wdust. 
to bring you to God. Read in his death," pardon, 
peace, and salvation. Look unto him whom· 
you have pierced, and, while you mourn for 
sin, rejoice in the forgiveness which his sacrifice 
promises. All blessings flow from that great 
event. God is reconciled--the law is satisfied
the moral government of the Almighty is vin
dicated-and the Holy Spirit is procured and 
diffused; and In the gift of that divine agent 
(for redemption, as we have frequently noticed, 
reveals the triune source of mercy to man-the 
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Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,) all bless
ings of grace, regeneration, power to believe,' 
fortitude, joy; resignation, hope, obedience, are 

virtually included. 
, You will doubtless find a thousand difficul-

. ties start up in your mind, and oppose the sim
ple act of faith, by which you are to receive 
those benefits. Though you exercise faith in 
human things every day of your life, yet when 
you attempt to apply this principle to divine, 
a difficulty arises. But the Holy Spirit is the 
author of faith. Pray to him for the grace to 
believe. Say, Lord, I believe, help thou mine un
belief 1 Silence your imaginations, your reason
ings, your objections. God reveals the infinite 
gift of his Son; God declares it to be the effect 
of his love to man; God points out the grand 
ends for which the gift is made, and the prac
tical uses for which it is to be employed. But 
God does not ask your opinion of the redemp
tion itself: you are no judge of God's incom
prehensible reasons. If you wish for a real ac
quaintance with the effect of his religion upon 
the heart, you must take the method he pre
scribes. You must believe, obey, trust in his 
well-beloved Son, in whom he is well pleased. 2 

:r ou do so. See-the struggle is over. Your 
sense of pressing exigency; the anguish of an 

1 Mark ix. 24. • Matt. iii. 17. 
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alarmed conscience; the conviction that God'i . 
thoughts are not your thoughts l neither your ways 
his ways; but that as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are his ways higher th,an your ways; 
and his thoughts than your thoughts, 1 carries 
every thing with it. You cast yourself at the 
feet of the Saviour, and endeavour to rely upon' 
his word for all the blessings of salvation. You 
implore the Holy Spirit to enable you to see his 
glory more distinctly, and rejoice in his cross 
with more delight, and follow his footsteps in the 
obedience of your life. All this is done with 
weakness and trembling of heart; but it is 
done with simplicity; and increasing vigour 
will follow. 

VI. Let me direct you now to compare all 
the parts of Christianity as you have gone 
over them, and OBSERVE HOW THEY CON~ 

STITUTE A WHOLE, AND MEET ALL THE NE

CESSITIES OF YOUR CASE. Study still the 
Bible in which these truths and the uses of 
them are contained. There you began, there 
you must continue your search. You have 
caught its general impression and main design 
upon man-you have verified in your own heart 
its statements about the guilt and ruin of sin...,
you have adopted the prayers' which it taught 

1 Isaiah Iv. 8, 9. 
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you to offer-you have persevered in the means 
of instruction it presented to you-you have 
been brought up to its main discovery, the per
son and sacrifice of the Son of God-you have 
perceived the divine agent, who applies all its 
truths to the heart, the Holy Spirit. Reflect 
now upon the bearing of all these things. Ob
serve how they meet all the c'ase of man, (as we 
observed in a previous Lecture, 1) how they sup
ply his WANT OF MERIT, by the sacrifice of Christ, 
and his WANT OF STRENGTH, by the oper~tions 
of the qlessed Spirit. Mark how they bringhim 
to the knowledge of the most important truths 
relating t<;> himself, his duty, his fall, his guilt, 
his end. Consider how they exactly fill up the 
void which natural religion could not supply; 
the gaping void, created by the want of sanc
tion, the want of a distinct knowledge of the 
supreme Being, the want of a revealed and in
telligible moral law, the want of a way of par
don, the want of motives and strength for obe
dience, the want of peace and consolation of 
conscience, and the want of an express assur
ance of the immortality of the soul and an 
eternal judgment. 2 Yes, Christianity is the 
natural and essential religion for which God 
first created man, republished, supplied, re
stored, enlarged, purified, ennobled with an ad-

1 Leet. xiv. • Leet. ii. 
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ditional remedial dispensation by the Son and: 
Spirit of God. How grand, how efficacious,. 
how complete is the scheme of Revelation! 
How it meets all your desires; responds to your: 
thirst after happiness; answers to all the capa-.: 
cities of your rational being; unites the glory 
of the Creator with the welfare of the creature! 
Nothing is so reasonable, so elevating, so con~ 
solatory, so adapted for man, as the Christian 
religion: You feel this in some degree. Yo~ 
feel that all you need now, is a larger measur~ 
of its grace and a more entire submission to its " 
commands-that what is wanting, is not in 
Christianity,. but in yourself; not in its provisions; 
but in your obedience; not in the promises arid 
supplies which it offers, but in your acceptance 
and adherence. Feeble. as your attainments are; 
you are persuaded fully-you are convinced,
that, in proportion as you advance in them, ymi 
shall advance in happiness, advance in holiness~ 
advance in peace and consolation and joy. 

And now, after offering these directions, let 
me request you to look back on the course 
which you have passed, and to observe the RE

SULT. Let me ask you, whether the Christian 
religion has not fulfilled in you all its promises~ 
and whether you are not an instance of one who 
has made a trial of its proffered blessings, and 
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has obtained an inward experience and witness 
of their reality. This may not have struck you. 
'At an early stage of your inquiries. it could 
not. Even now it may not at times be very 

. 'apparent. It is rather upon rdlection and at 

. intervals, that you will be able to trace out the 
'accomplishment of the blessings of Christianity 
in your own case. But after a period, perhaps a 
considerable period-for the minuter differences 
in each inquirer's case are multiplied and va
rious-you may be led to reflect thus,: 

. 
" Surely I am myself a witness 'of the truth of 

.Christianity. I feel that its general character i~s 
pregnant with blessings to man. Its description 
of my own case is most accurate. Its spirit of 
prayer and the models it leaves me, are most 
suited to my feelings. The system of means 
in which it places me, becomes the glorious 
God, and is adapted to man his reasonable 
creature. The person of Christ, his conde
scension, his sacrifice, the gift of his Holy Spi
rit, are beyond measure stupendous and conso
latory. The completeness of th~ whole Reve
lation carries with it the impress of the great 
and good Being fro in whom it came. 

" And am not 1 an instance of its truth to its 
promises? I find an awe upon my mind;' I feel a 
conviction of my sinfulness; I am led to pray; I 

) : 
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use the methods of instruction appointed me; 
I behold the Lamb of .God; I trust to a divine 
sanctifier; I see every thing in Christianity 
which I can want or desire, or am capable of 
receiving i-and what is all this, but the very 
impression which Christianity declares shall 
be produced in the heart of every willing stu
dent of her records? What is this but an in
ward witness to its truth? 

« But I have more: I have had many answers 
to my prayers-I have sought grace, and I have 
found it. I have implored teaching, and it has 
been granted. I have asked fQl' the Holy Spi
rit, and I have not asked in vain. I have begged 
of God for strength and wisdom and consola
tion; and I have obtained these blessings. 

" More than this: I am a monument, unwor
thy as I am to speak on such a theme, of the 
power and grace of the gospel. It has brought 
me, or at least is brir1ging me, as I trust, from 
darkness unto light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God. It has changed.my proud and 
stubborn heart. It has already made me hap
py to a certain extent in believing, and it sets 
before me a crown of glory which fadeth not 
away. 

" And as to the holy influence of Christi
anity, is it not already apparent in me? Am 
I not more virtuous, more contented 10 my 
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· mind, more diligent in my calling, more tender 
in my family, more subdued in my tempers and 

· cond uct than I was before? 
U And as to'the prospects of the future, have 

· I not a dawn of hope? Is not something of the 
· peculiar glory and excellency of the gospel ap
parent to me, and is it not inviting me onwards? 
Have I not support underaffiictions here, and 
a humble expectation of beholding my God 
in peace hereafter? 
. "What more, then, do I need? I formerly 

taJked of, the evidences of Christianity; but I 
never sought to be satisfied upon safe grounds. 
I formerly inquired, but with a wish not to find 
the religion true. I formerly scorned the devo
tional spirit, and the distinguishing doctrines, 
and the pure morals of Christianity: I had my 
reward. I found no peace; I found no satis
fy.ing conviction; I remained a proud, careless, 
discontented, unhappy creature; I was living 
in the practice of many vices, and in the <,>mis
sion of many duties. But now I am at peace; 
now I pursue after holiness; now I acquiesce, 
at least I desire to do so, in the will, the whole 
revealed will of God; now I ascribe it to the 
undeserved goodness of God, that I was led in 
earnest to make this inquiry, which I trust will 
issue in salvation. 

«I am now only ashamed of my former per
verseness and rebellion of heart; I mourn that 
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I should so long have resisted truth, hardened 
my conscience, grieved the blessed Spirit,and: 
pr~voked God. I lament also over my presenti 
weakness of faith, irresolution, il~consistency~' 
But I feel that Christianity has fulfilled, and' 
more than fulfilled, all its promises to its dis~;' 
ciples. I feel that it makes me a better man;: 
that it keeps me from sin; that it urges meta 
duty; ,that it pn~vides me with resources of 
pardon and strength; unites me to my Saviour;' 
makes my heart a temple ,of the Itoly Ghost,. , 
and gives me art anticipation of eternal glory;
Whatever others may do, I shall hold by the " 
Christian doctrine: whatever others may say; I 
shall declare the inward testimony to its truth, of 
which I am a partaker; however others may 
depart from the profession of Christ, it will be 
my desire to say, Lord, to whom shall I go? 
Tholl hast the words of everlasting life,. and I be: , 
lieve and am sure that Thou m't that Christ, the 
Son of the living God." 

Such is some inadequate sketch of the feel
ings of one who is in earnest about Christianity, 
and makes a trial of its grace. 

The cases of individuals are so various, that 
a thousand differences will arise in each: but 
the main features will be the same; and the 
directions and the result are, therefore, easily 
rendered applicable. I .. et the inquirer study 
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the Bible with an application to his own heart; 
let him pray for divine aid; let him use the 
means of grace; let him believe in the Saviour 
and pray for the Holy Spirit; let him mark the 
complete adaptation of Christianity to all his 
wants j and he shall find a gradual effect pro
duced on his heart, which is the seal and inward 

'witness of the truth of the promises on which 
he relies. 
- 'And what shall I further say, in concluding 

'these Lectures on the inward test of Chris
tianity? What shall I add after the remarks 
made in the last discourse' on the NATURE of 

,the argument, its SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY, 

the FACTS on which it rests, and its SIN.GULAR 

'IMPORTANCE 1 What, after the DIRECTlONS 

offered in the present 1 

Let everyone before me enter for himself 
upon this momentous question of the practical 
experiment of the Christian promises. Take 
the preparatory steps at least. Consider all 
the admissions you are compelled to make as 

, believing in the being and attributes of God. 
Remember the primitive and indissoluble ob
ligations, which chain you to the throne of the 
Almighty. Call to mind the responsibility you 
are under for all you know and all you might 
have known. 

VOL. q. x 
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Recollect, especially, these two things: Unl.! 
less you make a practical trial of Christianity.r: 
your historical faith wilr only increase YOUlH' 
condemnation; and, If you do make a trial,yotl'i 
will hav~ no need to put to an experiment any~ 
thing else relating to religion. ';, ::': 

1. I say, UNLESS YOU MAKE A TRIkL· Of! 
PRACTICAL RELIGION, YOUR MERELY HIS.ft· 
TORICAL ~~AITH WILL ONLY INCREASE YOUR! 
CONDEMNATION. For you will not haveto.' · 
plead that you did not know Christianity; you~ 
cannot say you had not received it as a divine 
Revelation; you can never assert that you 
were not warned and. admonished of your duty t: ' 

your danger, your remedy. Your historical 
faith, then, if it do not result in submission of ' 
heart to the yoke of the gospel, will turn your ' 
accuser. It brought you up to the throne-of 
mercy-before which you refused to bend; it: ' 
compelled you to admit the truth of a religion ..... 
against which you closed your h.eart; it made 
known the claims of a heavenly Father and 
placed you before his feet-and you spurned his 
grace and salvation; it presented to you a way 
of making an experiment of his promises-an<J, 
you rejected the offer. What, then, will be 
your condemnation, if you persist in your re· 
bellion of heart before God? 0, dare not his 
vengeance! 0, provoke him not to take his 
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Holy 'Spirit from you! 0, harden tiot your 
heart, like Pharaoh of old; but yield yourselves 
unto God. U nknow what you have learned of 
truth, you cannot. Escape from its obligations, 
you cannot. But you may yet seize the ad. 

. ,antages offered JOu; you may yet enter on the 
practical duties of the religion which you pro
fess ; . you may yet turn your historical know
ledge to il:fi proper purposes, by considering 
the argument we have beEm enforcing, and fol
lowing the directions-which we have given. 

II. Remember, also, that if you once make 
, a trial of real Christianity, YOU WILL HAVE NO 

NEED OF PUTTING TO THE EXPERIMENT ANY 
'OTHER FORM OF RELIGION OR IRRELIGION 
, EVER KNOWN: for this important reason-that 
you have already been trying, in fact, all' your 

, past life, one or other of the pretended religious 
systems which are abroad in the world. 

INFIDELITY makes fair promises. You need 
not try it; you know already too much of the 
evil heart of unbelief.l The tendency to infidelity 
is the cause of all your reluctance, coldness 
and misery. 
. Will you try IDOLATRY? The first converts to 

Christianity, and the converts from heathenism 
in every age, have tried it; and your own natural 

1 Reb. iii. 12 

x2 
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propensity to idolize the creature' is surely pairi~ 
ful enough to convince you that idolatryhai. 
'nothing to offer. 

Will you make an experiment of MAHOMET~ .' 
ANISM? What! when it flatters all those prin;' 
ciples of pride, and sensuality, and contempt 
of others, and love of voluptuous pleasures, 
which you have too much tried? 

There is nothing left untried by you, but: 
real Christianity. Enter, then, upon this ini~ 
portant experiment. While none but the true 
Christian can form ajust opinion of divine Reve
lation, every true believer can form a sufficient 
judgment of every other religion. Weknow 
quite enough of all other pretended remedies for 
man's miseries, to make us sure that their pro
fessions are fallacious. The little experience 
we have of Christianity, makes us daily more 
and more sure that it is true; that all its pro
mises are yea and amen; that not ~ thing hath 
failed of what was proffered. Every fellow
believer whom we meet affords us a new evi
dence orits divine power. Every trial we pass 
through, every storm we encounter,'every day 
we live, increases our conviction; every sermon 
we deliver orhear, augments our admiration of 
Christianity; our whole history, since we have 
known the gospel, has been a putting its claims 
to a practical test. 
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·If questioned concerning its truth now, or in 
after life, or in the solemn hour of death, let our 
humble, yet thankful declaration concerning it 
invariably be, WHEREOF WE ALL ARE WIT

NESSES ,I 
i. 

I Acts ii. 32. 
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THE VANITY AND FUTILITY OF THE OBJEC
TIONS BROUGHT AGAINST THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION. 

2 PETER III. 3,4-8, 9. 

Knowing this first, that there shall come in the' 
last days tcoffers, walking after their own lusts; . 
and saying, where is the promise of his coming? 
for since the fathers fell asleep, all things con
tinue as they were from the beginning of the 
creation.-

But, beloved, be not ignorant 01' this one thiner 
:J 0' 

that one day is with the Lord as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slack concerning his promise, lU 

some men count slackness; but is longsuffering 
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance. 

I T is impossible to pass over entirely, in a 
work like the present, the objections which 
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unbelievers advance against the Christian faith. 
So holy and humiliating a Revelation must, of 

. course, meet with much resistance in the pride 
and passions of erring man; and this reRistance 
will be in proportion to the magnitude of the 
discoveries,. the incomprehensibility of the mys
teries, and the purity of the precepts which the 
religion contains. 

We might, perhaps, in strict reasoning, dis
.miss these objections with a very few remarks; 
for we have, from the first, required in the 
studen~ of .the evidences, a docile and candid 
mind;1 and the faith with which the Revelation 
is to be received, as we shall show in a follow
ing lecture,2 implies a victory over interposing 
.doubts. But we rather prefer entering upon 
the subject, both because Satan, the great 
spiritual adversary, chiefly works by the injec
tion of difficulties into the mind, and because, 
in an age ofliterary and scientific inquiry like 

'. the present, the young are peculiarly open to 
the shafts of ridicule and scorn\ 

We enter, therefore, on the subject; and 
we hope to prove that the slightest review of 
the main objections of unbelievers, and of their 

'lives and deaths, as compared with tho'se of 
sincere Christians, will not only leave the evi
dences in favour of our religion untouched, but 

I Lect. ii. • Lect. xxiii. 
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will furnish a strongstibsidiary argument in _ ' 
support of them. We shall be enabled, we, 
trust, not only to defend our own fortress, but 
to storm that of the enemy-to take possession 
of his arms-turn them against himself; and' 
complete his overthrow by the means of his: 
own weapons. 

In the present Lecture we shall consider T'RE 
OBJECTIONS THEMSELVES; in the following, 
THE LIVES AND DEATHS of those who advance 
them. 

In both, we shan most especially need the 
aid of Almighty God, to remove prejudices from 
our understandings, and to sway our hearts; for 
nothing can convince a prejudiced mind; tpe 
medium of per~uasion is wanting. Unless, 
therefore, we humbly implore the influence of 
God's grace in our study of this subject, it will: 
be impossible for us to attain any solid satis
faction. 

How, then, shall we best treat the question 
of THE OBJECTIONS THEMSELVES? We can
not, perhaps, do better than by acting as we 
did in the case of the Tendency of Chris
tianity.I We then adverted to the subjects 
most nearly allied to the one which was before 
us ; and considered how a tendency was de-· 
monstrated in the instances of reason, of moral 

I Lect. xviii. 
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'.virtue, and of natural religion. In like manner, 
let us now begin, by considering how the specu

~lative objectioQs, which men raise against one or 
more of these principles, are'treated. 
,f The beneficial effects of moral virtue on the 

-happiness of man are admitted; facts prove it; 
'concurring testimony of 'aU kinds sustains the 
case; experience confirms it daily. 
:", The natural government of God in the world 
is propounded upon the footing of innumerable 
traces of design and contrivance, of goodness, 
and provision for man, in the works of creation 
and providence. 
, The-obligation of religion, as unquestionably 

'due from man to God, his Creator, Benefactor, 
Judge, is asserted; conscience,the final causes 
of things, a retributive. providence, the v~ry 
powers and faculties of man, prove the truth. 

Now,objections are perpetually raised against 
these elementary principles. And how are they 
met? The objections are divided into two 
classes. If they are advanced by candid in
quirers,' with an apparent 4esire of. attaining to 
truth; if they seem to rest on ftict and experi
ence; if they are directed with fairness against 

, the evidences of the principle in question; if 
they are consistent with each other, and urged 
temperately and calmly'; if, in short, they ap
pear to carry any force with them, when faidy 
stated-they are then considere'd with 'care, 
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and answered cautiously and solidly by the 
detection of the fallacies contained in them, and 
by the adduction of more decisive and over~ 
whelming facts and reasonings. "~H . 

But if the objections are urged with no at" 
parent desire of attaining truth; if they. ~ll:~', 

merely speculative j if they are directeq not 
against the proofs, but against the matter of the 
principles which the proofs go to establish;:if 
they are contradictory with' themselves,a,nd 
put intemperately and unfairly; and if, .after 
all, they are found to be merely cavils, the 
offspring of human ignorance or pride, they are 
altogether disregarded-theory against positive 
facts is considered to be of no avail-barren 
conjectures against the experience of mankind,· : 
are accounted worse than folly. 

Let us, then, proceed in this manner.with th~ 
objections against Christianity. Let us divid~, 
them into two classes. Let the doubts ad. 
vanced modestly and fairly by the sincere in .. 
quirer, be tenderly treated and diligently ex· 
amined. This is what we have been aiming at 
throughout this work. But let the cavils and 
objections of the presumptuous and overbearing 
be met with a decided protest against their 
whole spirit and aim. This is what we shall 
now attempt; and, in doing so, shall en
deavour to render some further aid to the young 
and inexperienced Christian. For the unret-
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.rinable objections of. the scept\c, by which 
he attempts to poison the minds ,of the un
informed, will be found to ~esolve themselves 

. into those very risings of pride and vain cu
riosity which are natural to the fallen heart of 
man, which every Christian feels, and feels con
tinually; bitt which he outweighs by contrary 
considerations, and subdues by the influences 
of grace and the persuasion arising from a solid 
experience of the effects of Christianity on 
his heart 'and life. 

'We shall show then, first, that the objections 
of infidelity are, for the most part, speculative 

'opinions, directed not against the evidences, 
but the matter of Revelation, and altogether 
lNAD~USSIBLE; next, that they are full of in
consistencies, and put intemperately and insidi
qusly, and in fact CONTRADICTORY; in the third 
place, that they are, in themselves, the obvious 
~ictates of ignorance and pride of heart, and 
therefore FRlVOLO.CS; and that they turn out, 
lastly, to be merely trials of our sinc~rity 

. lan,d ~ubmission of heart to God, and CON

n~M rathe.r than weaken the Christian evi
d.ences. 

I~ a word, the reasonings of unbelievers are 
INADMIS.SIBLE, CONTRADICTORY, :FRIVOLOUS; 

and CONFIRMATORY OF the religion which they , I 

were advanced to undermine. 
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I. The objections against the Christian re
ligion are IN ADMISSIBLE. 

Common sense tells us that direct and posi
tive proofs, resting: upon facts, and confirmed' 
by experience, must be rebutted by 'direct 'and 
positive pr'oofs, resting ripon c1earer~ facts, con.; 
firmed by a wider experience, and 'directe'd 
against the evidences supporting tIte case which 
is in question. Now, we shall find, that- theob~ 
jections of infidelity are speculative opinions 
merely, and thus wrong in kind; and aimed 
against' the matter of Revelation, and not the 
evidences, and thus wrong in object ; and: on 
both accounts are utterly inadmissible in all 
fair reasoning. 

They are WRONG IN KIND. What can 
mere conjecture and hypothesis avail against a 
mass of positive facts, sustained by all history, 
profane and ecclesiastical, and constituting a 
bodyofproofsuch as the world never before saw? 

Even in' scientific questions, it is easy to 
frame objections. A disputant may inventli.y
potheses, and some of them sufficiently plausi-' 
ble, against any section, for instance, of the 
Principia of Newton. By omitting some link 
in the chain of reasoning, taking up insulated 
parts of a subject, and showing them to be con
tradictory to some principle, he may make out 
a case, which to an unfurnished mind appears' 

~ 
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strong, and yet to a sound reasoner has no force 
whatever~ though it may be difficult for. him at 
first to detect where the fallacy lies. But who 
regards such sophisms when once exposed? 

'; Much less do men regard such hypotheses in 
directly practical matters. What weight do 
they attribute to speculative difficulties in mat
ters of agriculture, commerce, jurisprudence, 
legislation? What would the sceptic himself 
say, if ~1is method as to Christianity were ap
plied to his own temporal concerns? If he were 
sick, an~ a well-attested medicine were pre
sented to him, what regard would he pay to 
theoretic objections? If the deeds of an in. 
heritance were made over to him with all the 

, formalities of law-what weight would he give 
to adverse speculations 1 No. In human affairs 
men act, not only against theoretic notions, 
but expecting them and despising them .as a 
matter of course. They know well enough, 
that. facts, not cavils, are the way to truth; 
they know that a slight preponderance amidst 
conflicting facts and testimonies, perpetually 
determines human conduct-but that where the 
matters of fact are all on one side, and nothing 
is on the other but vain reasonings, men overrule 
such reasonings at once, and follow the sure 
guide of experience. 

And shall we not much more act thus in 

, 
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a concern of such infinite moment as 
tianity? What! have we gone through our 
ternal and internal proofs, in order to give aU 
up at last to the mere abstract opinions of pre~ 
judiced and perverse men? What! have we for-, 
gotten the temper of mind in which we stated, 
that the whole subject must be studied, andl 
are we ready to surrender all our hopes to ,at, 

speculative and ingenious opponent 1 What! are I ' 

there not positive alid solid facts enough in the [ 
arguments, both historical and intetnal, whichr 
we have reviewed, to dissipate the airy pMui~f 
toms of men's imaginations 1 Have w,e not the 
series of testimonies from the very days of the. 
apostles; have we not the involuntary attesta,;,: 
tions of Heathen and Jewish adversaries; have 
we not the additional confirmations which' 
the discovery of manuscripts, and medals, and 
inscriptions has been pouring in upon us fn every 
age 1 Have not also the actual inward effects, the 
glory and efficacy, the suitableness and ex
cellency of every part of the Christian doctrine, 
solidity enough to resist the attack of theoretic 
difficulties, which, perhaps, after all, may turn 
out to be no difficulties? 

Yes: the sublime doctrines of Christianity; 
its pure and holy precepts, the inimitable cha
racter of its founder, its beneficial tendency, the 
actual experiment and proof of its efficacy in our 
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souls-these positive benefits, when sus
'by the historical proofs of 'authenticity, 
'lity, and divine authority, form a solid 
of facts', against VV'hich no mere specu

lations can for a moment be allowed to weigh. ' 
,The attempt is monstrous. An unbeliever 
~ens me of petty critical difficulties in the read

, ing of manuscripts or the exactness of a chro
nological date; he talks of the difficulties to 

, big'mind of the Christian mysteries; he com
plains of the conduct and spirit of many pro
fessed Christians. ' 

Now, ~upposing these or a thousand similar 
statements were ever so plausible, yet they are 
chiefly speculative, the fabric of the human 
brain', unsupported by facts-and therefore 
what weight have they against the mass of evi
dences of every kind which sustain the Chris
tian Revelation 1 A single principle in the Re
velation itself-as for instance, the ignorance of 
man-may overturn them all. But this I am 
not now concerned with; I merely assert that 
opinion" and conjecture, and cavil, are woPl!!e 
than nothing, compared with the substantial 
grounds on which we receive the divine record. 
All such objections are wrong in kind. 

But this is not all. They are WRONG ALSO 

IN THE OBJECT against which they are direct
ed; for when we come to look at the topics 

. , 
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which are urged by unbelievers, we find that
they are not only of a speGulative nature, and.; 
therefore of no weight against positive factandt. 
experience; but they are objection~, not against 
the evidences, but against the Revelation. They"· 
are not arguments about the authenticity,'th~ 
divine authority, the propagation of . Chris~ 
tianity; but against the matter and contents of 
Christianity itself. 

Now we shut out at once all such reasonings.L 
They are directed to a wrong purpose, they aim. 
at an inadmissible position. We bring you a 
Revelation from the great, the eternal, the'· 
sovereign Lord of heaven and earth. We detail 
the proofs of its divine origin. We bid you ex- . 
amine them with the utmost care. 'We say 
they are stronger evidences by far, than men 
are continually acting upon in all like case~.\ 

You meet the statements with objections, not 
to the credentials, not to the testimonies, but 
to something which appears to you incongru
ous in the contents of the Revelation. Now 
against this we enter our decided protest. Spe
culative reasonings are, after all, of little value 
against positive facts; but speculative reason
ings, not directed against the facts and evidences 
of Revelation, but against Revelation itself, are 
too absurd, and too evidently of a wrong class, 
to be attended to for a moment. 
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.L1 bring you. the history of Livy or Tacitus. 
l"prove the work to· be the genuine production 
of the author. I give the contemporary testi

. monies. I show you the large quotations from 
jt in every subsequent age. You pass by all 

. 'my facts-and direct your speculative reason
ings against something you dislike in the matter 
of the history! 
. Ilay before you an act of the British legis
lature. I detail the evidences of its authenticity. 
I show you the incontrovertible records of the 
Parliament in which it was enacted. I refer 
.you to the printed copy in the archives of the 
·nation. You ne~ct all these positive matters 
"Of fact-and begin to cavil against the contents 
of the statute! 
. An ambassador from the Prince and Lord of 
heaven and earth arrives amongst men. He 
opens his embassy. He exhibits his credentials. 
He has the sign manual of his master. You 

. ,turn from all this testimony-and plunge into 
metapyhsical arguments on what you term the 
unreasonableness of the message which he de
livers! 

All thisis so manifestly contrary to every prin
ciple of fairness and sincerity, that it would 
never be tolerated on any subject whatever in 
human affairs; and therefore, least of all should 

VOL. II. y 
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it be tolerated in a matter so momentous as re
ligion. 

The only legitimate ground of argument 
against Christianity, is against its' evidences, 
not its matter. If it be from God, the matter 
is divine: this is a question then beyond and 
above man. At all events, it is not the primary 
question-the sole primary inquiry is, are the' 
evidences such as may satisfy a candid per
son that the R'evelation is of divine ,authority. 
Till this is s~ttled, every thing else is trifling. 

If men have any thing to say agaihst the au
thenticity of the books of the New Testament, 
let them advance it. If the series of testiinO-' . 
nies of all kinds to the simple fact, that the 
Scriptures were published at the 'time when 
they claimed to be, and were received by the . 
contemporary friends and foes ~f the religion 
as the genuine productions of the professed au
thors-if this can be overthrown, let it be done. 
The question is open to investigation. 

If men have any thing to advance against the . 
credibility of the gospel history, supported as 
its facts are by all kinds of testimony, Heathen; 
Jewish, Christian; and uncontradicted by a . 
single credible witness, let them advance it,' and 
we will hear them. 

Or if they have any thing to assert against the 
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divine authority of Christianity, resting on 
the'miracles, the prophecies, the supernatural 
propagation of the gospel, and its prominent 
good effect~ before the face of mankind, let . . 
,them come forward and make out their case, 
~and we are reedy to weigh their arguments . 

. , But then they must of course produce a con
'trary series of testimQnies; they must bring 
forward facts against our facts; contemporary 
authors against our· contemporary authors; 
Heathen and Jewish historians whose- evidence 
goes against ours which sustain the credibility. 
,They must oppose to our positive proofs of 
authenticity, positive proofs of forgery. They 
must oppose to our historical evidences of credi
'bility, a contrary series of historical documents. 
;They must combat our matters of fact, sup
porting the divine authority of Christianity, by 
contradicting matters of fact-all which I need 
not say no one has even attempted. 

But for men, admitting, as those with whom 
we are arguing profess to do, the being and at
tributes of God and the accountableness of man, 
to pass over all these irrefragable proofs, and to 
turn aside and cavil at the contents of the reli
'gion, is so open an act of disobedience and re
bellion against God, that nothing but the deep 
depravity of the human heart could for a mo
ment listen to it. And yet men listen to nothing 

Y2 
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else. Metaphysical objections against'the mat-, 
tel' of Christiani,ty is the ground almost, always, 
taken by the unbeliever. 

We sweep away, then, all these objections, 
at once, as out of place, as directed to anille- ' 
gitimate object. We stop the argument at the , 
threshold. We say', if the Revelation be indee~ 
from God, it is itself the authority for all it cpn~ 
tains: your objections, therefore, must be di:
rected to the question of the evidences on which 
.the religion rests-and till these are overthrown" 
by historical documents, by a series of positive 
testimonies, by a fair and manly appeal to the: 
contemporary evidences of the period when th~' 
gospel was established, we must consider all 
your reasonings as mere talk-they are wrong 
in object; and are on this account, as well, on " 
the ground of their being wrong in kind, utterly 
inadmissible in the present stage of the argu- , 
ment: they are cavils, not objections; subter
fuges, not reasonings; the artifi~es of a dishonest 
or confused, not the arguments of a si,ncere and, 
well-ball anced, mind. 

But we do not stop here. So triumphant are 
the evidences of the Christian Revelation, that 
we go a step further; and, in order to fortify 
the breasts of ingenuous Y,Llth againstthe shafts " 
of infidelity, we sho\",' that, 
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, II. The objections against the Christian re
ligion are CONTRADICTORY, THE ONE TO THE 

OTHER. 

.; 'For, on looking a ltttle closer into the state-
ments of unbelievers, ~e find such confusion 
and fallacy in their reasonings-such prevarica
tion and dissimulation of the real facts of the 
case-such concessions made to the Christian 
faith atone time, and such unfair and intemperate 
invectives urged at another-such shifting and 
versatility in different ages~ and by different 
classes of writers, that we may really leave such 
objec~ions to refute and destroy each other, and 
may feel yet more completely assured of the 
truth of a religion, which is only assailed by 
contradictory speculative opinions. 

1. For, what CONFUSION AND FALSE REA

SONINGS do we discover, the closer we examine 
the difficulties advanced by infidelity! There 
is nothing clear, nothing tangible, nothing fairly 
reasoned out upon its proper grounds. The 
objections of unbelievers prove too much; they_ 
sap the foundations of the natural religion which 
they profess to support, as well as of the re
vealed doctrine which they avowedly attack. 
They deny all human testimony. They subvert 
the first principles of morals. Their objections 
are rather the offspring of the ignorant and fallen 
mind of man, as we have already observed; 
such as every Christian has felt, and feels con-
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tinually, and overcomes by faith-than specific· 
doubts sustained by any consistent series of 
arguments. 

They quite forget that the evidences of Chris
tianity are what is termed a cumulative proof; 
a collective argument, arising, not from o~e 
thing, but from many things of various kinds~ 
and springing from independent sources, and' 
contributing in different degrees to the result· 
They argue as if a single minute objection could 
in:alid.ate the whole combined t·ruth. They 
tlllnk If they can make good any point against 
any branch of the Christian evidence, as stated 
by. a less informed or feeble advocate,they have 
gamed their cause. Thus they confuse the 
question. All their arguments are fallacies. It 
is well known that in matters of judicial inves
t~gation, there is often an overwhelming convic
tIon produced from the combination. of a grel\t 
number of witnesses, no single one of whom 
could be considered as entitl~d to' the l,lighest 
degree of credit, from tHltwant of general intel
li.gence, or acquaintance with the particular 
CIrcumstances of the case, or even from want 
of character. If such an accidental combination 
takes ~lace, the evidence becomes perfectly 
conclusIve.1 What, then, avail cavils against 
some smaller points in the cumulative argu
ment? If unbelievers could weaken the force 

1 Verplank. 
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of one half of our proofs, the remainder would 
be more than sufficient ; perhaps even one 
branch of them-the character of our Lord, 
for example-would be enough to convince a 
sincere inquirer. But no single division of our 
evidences has yet been disproved; . and the 
confused objections of mere' speCUlative unbe
lief against some insulated facts, are like the 
foaming waves dashing against the deep-rooted 
r()ck, which has for ages defied their impotent 
fury. 

The evidences of our religion are like what 
we me~n by' strength or effect in architec
ture, the consequence of the whole edifice 
erected in such a manner, and seen in its true 
light. Supposing one argument should be less· 
clearly supported, this leaves the grand mass of 
proof in its general force and beauty. If a sin-

. gle stone or column seems to an objector's eye 
I inappropriate for upholding or adorning the 
building, we are not to think that the entire 
strength or effect depends upon that separate 
support, when it reposes, and with far greater 
security, upon the wide, united strength and 
entire range and system of its fabric. 1 What, 
then~ avail the incoherent, contradictory specu
lations of infidelity? Supposing we should not 
be able to solve explicitly every objection, we 
may yet be perfectly satis.fied upon the whole, 

I Butler, Davison. 
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and may leave the difficulty for abler hands, Ol. 

for. a more advanced period of our own stu~ . 
dies. 

it 
2. Butfurther-the PREVARICATION AND DIS"'! . 

SJl\:rULATION OJ.' THE REAL FACTS of the Ca$ft; 

are so apparent in the objections of unbelievers~l 
as to deprive their reasonings of art force .. i Thel 
bold denial of the hest attested matters of.-hisr;:, 
tory; the mis-statement of particular circum,../ . 
stances; the calumnies heaped on the me~orYl: 
of the defenders of Chris~ianity; the false quota~ 
tions made from their books; alterations in,the . 
reading of important passages; the perversionf. 
of almost every incident occurring in ecclesiak 
tic~l an~ profane ~to~ian~-these are the arts.~ 
whICh dIsgust eve~ candid and well-informed, 
mind in the writings of sceptics. Was ever, 
such a daring compound of prevarication, gross,: 
blunders, impudent denial of the most notorious 
facts, and unblushing dissimulation of the real. 
state of the question, as the pages of the Age of 
Reason exhibited? and yet this wretched stuff~: 
~'as a. chief instrument in the spread of infidelity: 
III thIS country at the period~ of the French:. 
Revolution. Take the works of Gibbon, or 1 

Hume, or Voltaire, or Rousseau-there. is: 
scarcely a fact which affects Christianity, not. 
perverted or concealed. So grossly is this the 
case, that the warmes.t admirers of these writers 
do not deny it; whilst the artful insinuations, the 
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secret hints and reflections against the Christian 
religion, cast out incidentally, as it were, and 
in boo~s and places where they might have 

least expected, prove' the dishonesty of 
mind of those who h~ve recourse to such me
thods of controversy. The main engine of in
fidelity in France, was an insidious corruption 
of the streams of literature. Every species of 
publication, from the fugitive tale to the pon
derous 'Encyclopedia, was infected with the 
~oral poison. In fact, deceit and misrepre
sentation are the arms of this wretched cause. 
I know _of no one work on the side of unbelief, 
which meets manfully the case, which allows 
the facts with candour, and then proceeds to a 

. consistent and honest argument. 
3. Consider, again, the CONCESSIONS made 

to the Christian faith at one time, and the UN

FAIR AND INTEMPERATE INVECTIVES urged 
at another: 

The concessions of unbelievers are sufficient 
to establish the Christian religion. The FACTS 

of the gospel are not denied; the admissions of 
the three first centuries make this impossible. 
The simplicity and artlessness of the narra
tives, that is, the CREDIBILITY, is admitted. 
Miracles are disputed against generally; but 
the particular facts of the gospel not being 
controverted, the MIRA CLES, are virtually con
ceded. The fulfilment of the l'lWPHECIES, 
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though contested by modern infidels, was con- . 
ceded by the earlier ones, some of whom attemp~:' . 
ed to-show that the predictions were written.after 
the events. The existence of the Jews in the pre~ 
sent day is a fact which carries the truth of aU 
the prophecies along with it: The beauty of the 
MORALS, find the benevolence and purity of the 
CHARACTER OF CHRIST are ,anted. The TEN
DENCY of the religion to promote human happi
ness is avowed by all legislators and rulers. The· 
supernatural PROPAGATION of Christianity may' 
be established from Gibbon's own objections. 
How is it, then, that the opponents of Revela
tion are thus inconsistent? How is it that they 
are thus compelled to bear testimony in favour 
of Christianity? Does it not prove that they 
are not satisfied with their own argu~ents, and 
that their consciences cannot repose on the rea
sonings they have framed? Christian writers. 
never act thus. We never make concessions to 
infidelity; we' never admit at one time what 
we deny at another. The case is plain. Those 
concessions arise from occasional cOllvictions' 
of truth felt and expressed, though contrary to 
the general stream of the unbeliever's feelings: 
It is thus that vicious men often bear testimony 
in favour of virtue, especially at the near- ap
proach of death; but virtuous men never bear 
testimony in favour of vice.1 

1 Fuller. 
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And then, with these concessions contrast 
the bitter invectives which, at other times, in
fidelity employs against Christianity, its minis
ters, its doctrines, its precepts. Observe the 
rancour, the peculiar irritation, the deadly ma- . 
lignity which mark their writings. They 
seem to avenge a personal quarrel. No buf
foonery is too coarse, no ridicule too keen, no 
sarcasm is too bitter for such a purpose. In
stead of reasoning, confused and fallacious as it 
may be, they give you clamour; instead offacts, 
calumny; instead of calm argu~entation, per
sonal reproach; instead of deliberation and the 
fear of deciding amiss, rashness and precipita
tion of judgment. Such objections carry their 
own refutation with them. 

4. Add to this THE SHIFTING AND VERSA':' 
TILITY of these objections in different ages, and 
by different classes of writers. The infidelity 
of each age varies from the preceding. The 
objections relied on now, will be abandoned a 
few years hence. What Herbert admitted in 
the seventeenth century as the notices of our 
reason under all circumstances, Paine, in the 
eighteenth, spurns and rejects. What was 
scorned by Hobbes and Shaftesbury, is now 
tacitly allowed to be right and just. Infidelity 
is compelled to wear the garb of Christianity, 
and appear under the form of N eologism1 and 

1 This lIew doctrine, as its dame assumes, scarcely disguises 
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Socinianism. Against this variable and incon
sistent. opposition, Christianity presents her' 
uniform. and un"angeable testimony, her au- , 
thenticity, her divine authority, her internal 
excellency. She is defended now, as she ·was. 
in the days of Justin Martyr and Lactantius. 
She has the uniformity of truth. 

Such, then, being the ~ntradiction of the 
objections raised against Christianity, we need 
not regard them with alarm. 'It would \ be 
madness to allow such cavils to disturb our' 
faith . No, my young friends ! You have first 
taken, as you ought, a direct view of the posi
tive evidences; you, havEl found every part 
abundantly furnished with testimonies; you' 
have seen the inward excellency of the religion~. 
To you, then, the speculative error falls harm
less of itself. You have laid the proper founda
tion; your mind reposes upon it; and you can 
now deal with the objections, which might have 
perplexed you, if you had been unfurnished 
with this knowledge. Your Christian hope is ail 

a1~cllOr of the soul, both sure and stedfast,.. and you 
WIll never be . perusaded to desert your port in 
order to venture, at the call of human rashness' , 

its infide~ity. It attempts to explain away, not only the capi
tal doctrmes of Christianity, with Socinianism, but all mira
culous power-every thing, in short, peculiar to revelation. 

I Heb. vi. 19. 
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.on the wild sea of endless reasonings. No; if 
sceptical doubts intrude into the mind, you will 
fall back on the positive facts and practical 
benefits of Christianity; you will let conscience 
reply; you will not be caught in the thin web 
ofa treacherous enemy; but being furnished 
with a solid, practical persuasion of C hristiani ty, 
you will burst at once the dangerous delusions, 
and come forth to liberty and peace. 
. : If we had nothing else to state in answer to 
the objections of infidelity, this would be more 
than enough. They are not only inadmissible 
in th~mselves, .but, when they are looked into, 
they are found to be contradictory with each 

. other. But we proceed yet further; chiefly for 
the sake of the young, into whose minds the 
bold assertions and cavils of the sceptic may at 
times be injected; and we show, 

III. That these objections ARE FRIVOLOUS 

IN THEl\ISELVES, AND MANIFESTbY SPRING 

FROM THE PRIDE AND IGNORANCE OF TI!E 

HUMAN MIND. 

I can scarely bring myself to classify these 
miserable reasonings, even with the purpose of 
showing how vain and weak they are as ad
vanced against Christianity. 

Let us first, however, look at those which 
are TRIFLING in themselves; then at such as 
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spring especially from the PRIDE of the human 
heart; and lastly, at those which arise chiefly', 
from IGNORANCE of what Christianity is, and, 
of the facts connected with it. , 

1. For what can be more TRIFING in them:. : 
selves than petty critical or sdentific objections 
on the dimensions of the ark; on slight varia
tions in genealogies; on points of chronoloo-ical ' 

• 0 

mmuteness; on circumstances in the lives of., 
the patriarchs; on the quotations in the New 
Testament from the Old; on the diversities in" " 
the narrative of the four gospels; or the various 
readings in the manuscripts; on the supposed 
contradictions between geological theories arid 
the Mosaic account of the creation; on the judg
ments inflicted by the Almighty on guilty nations, 
by means of the Jewish people? A thousand thingS 
su.ch as th~se-what are they but trifling, petty, 
mICroscopIC atoms floating in the sun-beams, 
compared with the gigantic mass of evidences, 
exter~al and internal, by which Christianity is 
sustamed? In books of such antiquity and di
versity; in the accounts of usages and manners·· 
which have passed away for ages; in dOCll
men~s, designed for the whole world, and for 
men of every class and in every period of time, 
these difficulties might be expected to occur; 
they are the mere dust in the balance; they 
are matters which sound criticism explains; 
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which further knowledge of ancient manners 
elucidates; which every new commentator les
sens by more enlarged means of information; 
and which have been everyone shown to admit 
of a satisfactory answer. ,To dwell o~ .such 
points, is as frivolous and 'absurd, as for a pri

". soner, condemned to death, to criticize minutely 
the language of the pardon granted him by his 
sovereign, at the moment when gratitude and 
joy should overwhelm every- other feeling. 

"I 2. But, to pass from this first class, what 
shall we say to the great speculative objections 
:which Involve, indeed, the deepest and most 
'momentous questions, but which, as they affect 
the evidences of Christianity, are obviously the 
dictates of HUMAN PRIDE AND PRESUMPTION? 

For what are difficulties raised about the guilt 
and corruption of man, and the incomprehensi
bility of the Christian mysteries, but a con.fes
sion of a proud curiosity, which would pry mto 
secrets which God has not revealed, and which 
Christianity avows to be beyond her design to 
unfold? 

Men urge against Christianity, the existence 
of moral evil, and the statements of Scripture 
about the depravity and corruption of man. We 
acknowledge the impenetrable difficulties to our 
finite understandings. But does not Chris
tianity profess that her scheme is only par-
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~ially ~evealed; that the practical bearings of, 
It are, mdeed, clearly made out to guide man.in' 
his duties; but that the whole reasons of the> 
Almighty in his permissio~ of evil, in his deal .. 
ings w,ith his rational and accountable creatureSi 
are not revealed, much less submitted to human. 
judgment and opinIon?' What, then-must,w~:; . 
again remind young persons of the limited fa •. I . 

culties of man, and his inability to comprehend 
the designs of the infinite God? What, then~1 
is it not enough that the Revelation decla~es·). 
that the Judge of all the earth will do right;',t' 
that at the last great assjze he will reconcile!.! 
all t~e apparent inequalities in his providentiab 
dealmgs, and display his holy character in all I 

its perfection? What! are there not sufficient'. 
indications of the divine goodness and mercy in " 
the scheme of Revelation, though some parts'()f; f 

man's condition, and some of the causes of !I/. 
things, are not discovered to us? 'Vhat! can ,: 
a child, brought up by a kind and considerate' 
parent, discern proofs enough of his love and~.· 

wisdom, though some of his restraints, and',. 
many of his commands, appear harsh to his 
selfishness and passions; and shall not man' 
the child of a heavenly parent, acknowledge th~' 
numberless instances of God's goodness and; 
mercy, though he cannot understand why he I 

I Gen. xviii. 25. 
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was made ,with :3uch and such powers, and 
placed in such and such relations? Nay, is not 

'.' the fallacy of the sceptic's argument, with re
spect to· the character of the Almighty, infi
nitely more' glaring, than the fallacy of the 
child's argument would be, if he concluded 
against the kindlless and wisdom of his earthly 

father! i 

".' .01' conceive the same thing in another light. 
Here, is a complicated machine invented by 
one of unquestionably superior ability and in
tegrity-the END to be ultimately accomplished 
by it, is' so simple as to be understood by those 

. of the lowest capacity. We cannot, however, 
follow out in every instance, the nature of the 

. machinery, merely through our want of under-
standing; but we are still assured by the Maker, 
that all is framed in the 'best manner, but 
that the effect is yet very imperfectly produced. 
Surely this assurance, bac~ed with ~emonst:a
tive evidence of success III a vanety of Ill

stances that fell within the level of our capacity, 
would remove all shadow of doubt from every 
reasonable mind. Now that God is wise and 
good, and that the proceedings of his govern
ment m\lst be wise and good, all acknowledge 
. who admitthe perfections of the one Almighty 
God. Revelation also teaches us the END which 

z 
. VOL. II. 
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he will ultimately bring out. We find ourselv~ 
lost, however, in the mysterious conduct of tb, 
means he uses. But we see evidently that..w" 
understand not the sum of things; and ex~~ 
rience tells us' that nothing is more fallibl~ 
than our judgment in these matters. While, 
then, we have undoubted proofs that the R~vqr 
lation is from God-that the machinery ~ .. Q( 
divine formation-we cannot rationally distrust 
the perfection of his moral government, howi 
ever incomprehensible to us.1 til., 

But why do I thus expose the futilitY".()f 
this objection? For wherefore is it urged at aU 
against Christianity? Christianitydid not produce' 
the actual condition of man. Christianity did 
not occasion the fall of our nature. Christianity. 
did not introduce moral evil. We have alrea4y 
made this remark. :I We make it again. The 
misery and guilt of man' is a state of thinglJ ' 
which actually exists, whether Chri~tianity bQ 
true or not. Man is actually in this condi; 
!ion under the natural government of God

f 

Natural religion has to deal with the fact, as 
much as Christianity. Go then, presumptuoull 
inquirer, and ask of natural religion the solu~ 
tion of your difficulties. Go and demand of 
the Deist what he has to say of the entrance of, 
moral evil and the amount of disorder and un.: 
happiness now in the world. When he has an-

I See Milner against Gibbon, p. 216. • Lect. xv. 
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sw.ered: your demand, then come back to Chris
tiaJ;lity, and she will show you the remedy she 
hll-tS, prowided fQr it. 

The truth is, such inquiries are beyond and 
above our faculties. If men allow the being 
arid perfections of God, under whose govern
ment this evil exists, they cannot with. any 
show of reason transfer the objection from na
~tira.l to revealed religion, and make it a pre
text for rejecting all the positive evidences~' of 
Revelation; especially as this proposes an alle
viation, jl remedy, a salvation to man, a clue to 
'l~ad him out of the labyrinth where he must 
9therw,ise wander without rescue and without 
hope. C.I If in a chain of mercy by which 
the Almighty draws a race of sinners to 
himself, the first links be far above out of 
QUI' sight" and others surrounded with a glory 
tOQ bdght for mortal gaze; shall we on that 
~CCOUJ;lt refu~e to follow its attraction, and 
choose our own ways and methods of ascending 
into the presence of the Most High ?"1 

~ Bishop Bloomfield's Sermons, p. 45. 

I, add an important remark from another author. 

"'fhat ther~ are difficulties in the Christian sYRtem, every_ 

reflecting man will be ready to acknowledge: but then 

they are eithel'difficulties which admit of an easy solution, or 

suoh as arise out of the limited range of our~capacities in this 
infancy of our being; and if we will but condescend to be

lieve that the works of God are a~ great and marvellous, and 

z 2 
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I say little on the other branch of this chis~ 
of objections, the incomprehensibility of 
his ways as just and true, in those things which we' d'o'riJ 
yet comprehend, as we clearly see to be the case in those 
we do, thel) every rebelli(:lUs aspiring of a sceptical natufe' 

will be quelled, and we shall be contented to wait in hUffi:i1itt, 
and faith for those clearer discoveries, which it is reasonable 
t I d 'II" . llli o conc u e WI lorm one great source of Increased enjoy-', 
ment to us i~ a more exalted state of' being. ; .. '.II! 

" In the mean time, it is of the first importance, wheii ,. 

dwelling upon the difficulties which may be started bysceJW ' 
tics to the Christian Revelation, to recollect that most ,or, ' 
these difficulties apply with equal force to every system ~, ' 
Deism, that has been or can be framed. The great difi'eren'ee' " 
between the tW(f cases is this, that although each system h~~l • 
its difficulties inevitable to creatures placed in circumstaricel' 
of comparative ignorance, there is on the side of ,Chri~ 
tianitya mass of evidence, clear, convincing,'and incontr~ 
vertible, to prove that it is a system framed by Infinite Ben&
volence, for the highest purposes of human happiness: there 
is practical proof, that, by its influence on the human mind' ,-
millions have been re~laimed from immorality : and there' is' 
an absolute certainty, from a survey of its principles, :thatir ' 

we could conceive them to have their full influence upon the' 

counsels of nations, and upon the conduct of individuals, the 

reign of sin, the source of all misery, would be extinguished, 
and earth would almost wear the aspect of heaven. In the 

other case, Deism has to encounter most of the difficulties, 

and is at the same time utterly devoid of any of the evi"' 

dences of Christianity., It is all hopeless Uricertainty,"and 
dreary, shivering speculation." Harford's Account of ,T. 
Paine-to which admirable and authentic narrative,drawn from 
original documents and the testimonies of eye-witnesses, this' 
and the succeeding Lecture are much indebted. 
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:,Christian mysteries; for what is the source of all 
this but the plainest pride and presumption-a 
pride and presumption yet more inexcusable 

: than, that which gave rise to the former topic? 
There was in that difficulty, a plausible force 
.from~ the acknowledged facts of man's misery j 

" but· to cpmplain of incomprehensibility in th~ 
mode' of the divine subsistences in the Holy 
Trinity, in the incarmition, the atonement, the 

,person and operatio~s of the Holy Spirit, the 
divine will and purposes in election, the union 

',of man's .free ,agency with God's gracious in
.fluences upon the heart, is at once to make our
selves wiser than the Almighty. Undoubtedly, 
many parts of these doctrines are involved to 

. us in mystery-but they are proposed to us as 
" such;. the great mystery, of godliness is only 
-unfolded as to certain practical uses. Probably 
our faculties· are incapable of comprehending 

. more than has been revealed. An insect in the 
drawer of a cabinet, is more capable of weigh
ing the conduct and estimating all the counsels 
of princes, than we are capable of weighing the 
conduct and estimating the counsels of the in
finite God. 1 Christianity hides not her myste
ries: she avows them. She says, s,he has truth, 
but truth veiled; that the secret things of her 

r doctrine, like those of nature, will not be entirely 
I Locke, 
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manifested till we come to theregioh of full aM 
perfect light. She says, God is good, butin~ 
comprehensibly good ;' wise, ·but incomprehE!n
siblywise; intelligent,'but of an incomprehen
sible understanding. You tell a ,peasant ·that 
the sun, which he sees rise, draw towards tb~ 
meridian,decline towards the west, and :at 
length disappear, is yet immovable in'the centre 
of the universe; you say to him that ~ihisearth 
on which he stands so firmly, 'tUl'ns·abolit·itS 
axis with a frightful rapidity. He carinot 'cotn,; 
prehend you; and you attribute his :incredulity 
to its true cause, his ignorance.1 Itis so with the 
Christian mysteries. In God they are'llltlig~t, 
neither is there any dm'kness at all; 2 though, as it 
respects us, they are obscure and incomprehen-· 
sible. But as the peasant, if possessed of the 
least modesty and humility, -would believe the 
facts of the natural world 011 the testimony:of 
the united learning and moral integrity of men 
of all nations, best capable of examiningthem'j 
so much more will the Christian, receiving:i1 
divine Revelation on its authentic proofs, ad'niit 
the Revelation itself as the authority for the 
mysteries which it contains. Such objections, 
then, are, as it respects Christianity, utte'rJy 
frivolous. 

3. But we pass to the third class of objec'" 
I Frassynous. 2] John i. 
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tions which spring from MERE· IGNORANCE OF 

WHAT CHRISTIANITY IS, what it proposes to 
" effect, the manner of its operations, its properpro-
. vince, and the history of its actual influence in aU 
ages. And, here, why should I reply to the oft.,re
futed objectiol;1s to the dangerous tendency of the 
doctrine of justification by faith in the merits 
of the Son of God, when the whole Bible, and 
·the testimony of all competent witnesses, show 
it to be the immediate source of gratitude, obe
dience, holiness, joy? Why. should I repel the 
charge of,gloomy.and monastic and mean virtues 
being attached to Christianity, when the slightest 
acquaintance with the morals of the gospel will 

, ,show its .lovely and benignant character, its 
freedom from every appearance of austerity, its 
amiable and sympathising and consoling spirit? 
Or, again, why should I refute the objection 
framed on the ground of the persecutions and wars 
of which Christianity has been said to be the 
cause! ,For where is the spirit of persecution to 
be found in the New Testament? Is it in the ser
mon on the mount? Is it in the delineation of 
charity in the Epistle to the Corinthians, or in 
the enumeration of the lovely virtues in the 12th 
of that to the Romans? Who,! ask, have in alJ 
ages been the authors of wars and ·persecutions, 
Christians or their oppressors? Did Christianity 
persecute' Herod, or Herod Christianity? Did 
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the Christians of the first three centuries, rai~ . 
wars and pers~cutions against the Ro~an emJ . 

perors, or the Roman emperors again~t th&' ' 
Christians? And if corru pt bodies of men ·have; 
in later ages made a pretext of Christianity f015 
kindling wars or exciting persecutions, what! 
was the cause? Was it Christianity, or the wanf 
of Christianity? Was it the pure. and humble 
doctrine of the gospel preached by the' Re!J, 
formers, which excited the wars of that period ;f 
or the fierce and implacable spirit of men voia, 
of. Christianity and filled with secular ambi-l. 
tion and pride? Where is the precept ~r 
Christianity which is not peaceful and benigJ 
nant? Where the spot in which pure ChristianitYL 
has,been planted, without bringing its own spi.;. 
rit of forgiveness with it and subduing the an-
gry passions of man? 

And what are the variety of opinions and the: 
divisions among Christians-another topic of in
vective with unbelievers-but generally imma
terial differences of judgment, upon subordi
nate points, springing from the weakness of hu
man reason? All true Christians are united upon 
every thing vital-every thing that relates. to 
the main doctrines, the chief duties and the 
lovely temper of the gospel-all are united in 
humiliation before God for sin, in reliance on 
the grace and merits of Jesus Christ, and in the 
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_ necessity .of holiness of heart and life. Their 
, •• varieties of opinion on t~e details and expositions 

of truth, and on matters of' external discipline, 
.. are entirely lost in the immense importance of 
. the points on which they speak with one heart 
~ and one _mouth, to the praise of that Saviour 
'whom the gospel ha~ revealed. 
,;,:1. will not dwell on the objection raised upon 
-the .little influence which Christianity has upon 

, -its followers, because this again is an ebullition 
of. pure ignorance-it rests on the gross mis
take· of ,confounding nominal with real Chris-~. 
tians-it proceeds on the idea that men are 
Christians, though they are merely worldly, 
proud professors of that holy doctrine, with the 
name of a religion which they understand not, 
r~gard . not, follow not in anyone branch of 

. -: its principles or commands. To quote men who 
have never taken the prescribed medicine, as 

, proofs of the want of virtue in the medicine 
itself, is contrary to reason and common sense. 

But, then, the Christian religion wants uni
versality and greater clearness in its evidences
s'ay the objectors, in the last place. Here, also, 
men's ignorance is the true source of the mistake! 
Are they any judges of the clearness and force 
of the evidences, which they have never ex
amined ?-for if they had examined them, they 

, could nQt overlook their immense force, and turn 
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asjde to speculate on the matters which we baYe 
been refuting . Have they ever spent o'ne houri~ _
weighing, with serious and candid minds, the 
mass of evidences which' Christianity produces.' 
Have they not, on the contrary, neglected, passed 
over, despised our body of proofs, and ;flown 
off to vain reasonings, which can only bewilder 
the .understandingand harden the heart ~ A~d 
what ignorance is 'it of the whole design of 
Christianity, to suppose that man may ;pre:. 
scribe tothe :Almighty the degree of ,clearness 
which should attend the test'imonies of -Re.;. 
velation! It is enough if the proofs are sufficient 
to satisfy a humble, sincere inquirer. Tosa:. 
tisfy others is impossible. To make Ithe elii;,; 
dencesirresistible, would go to undermine all 
the moral agency of man, would be contrary to 

. his estate of probation, would act upollhim 
mechanically and forcibly, and destroy his moral 
and accountable nature. Y.et the evidences, 
after all, are, I was going to say, irresistible ...... 
that is, they are so numerous, so powerful, so 
various, so attractive, they arise from so many 
quarters, they address in so many parts maifs 
reason and affections, that to a fair and impar
tial student they are demonstrative, overwhelm
ing, irresistible. 

And as to the want of universality in the 
religion, what is the cause? Is it not. the·tor~ 
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por arnd ingratitude of those who possess, but 
do-not spread, its blessings; 'who neglect the 

- la:st and most solemn command of its divine 
Founder, Who act against its genuine spirit 
of :diffusion, who are tame, feeble, and ,de
elining in their Christianity, instead of being 
bold, ardent, and persevering? What was the 
spirit of the church in its early age,but disse
mination? What was the last thing that 
withered before the blighting selfishness of the 
dark ages, but dissemination? What· has dis
tinguished the revival of pure'Christianity, but 
the zeal of.missions 1 

And how, then, can the want of universality 
be charged as . an objection upon our religion? 
It is designed to -be 'universal,it is calculated 
to be so in all its parts, its ·followers are bound 
by every motive to render it so. 

What reasons, unknown to man, there may be 
for Almighty God's permitting the present slow 
and limited range of this mighty blessing, it is 
noHor us ;to say. . Man's ignorance is hcrethe 

. b~t check on the rash impetuosity of our minds. 
We see inthe natural world, that men's faculties; 
powers, advantages, are most unequally distri
buted. We see that benefits, and discove
ties and inventions of the most beneficial kind , 
are limited in their circuit. The most valuable 
discoveries in medicine, for instance, have been 
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made only of late years, and are' still confined to 
a few nations. To find, therefore, the benefits of 
the Christian dispensation extended· only to 
certain nations, 'and not reaching to others~ 

is no more valid as an objection to Christianity, 
than a similar order of things is to the natural 
government of God. l ' 

" The work of God is begun," says Bishop 
Horsley, "is going on, and will unquestionably 
be carried to its perfection. The spirit of Chris
tianity is gaining mOl'e and more of' an ascen~ 
dancy, and God's good ,!ork is tending to its 
consummation by that progress, by which,from 
the very nature of the means employed, :the 
business must be expected to proceed. The 
means are not such as he might be expected to 
put in use, if his omnipotence alone were 're- ! 

garded, but they are such as are consistent with 
the free agency of man; such as are adapted to 
the nature of man as a rational and moral 
agent, and adapted to the justice and wisdom 
and mercy of God in his dealings with such.a 
creature. God's power is unquestionably com~ 
petent to the instantaneous abolition of all mo
ral evil, by the annihilation, at a single stroke , , 
of the whole troop of rebellious angels and the 
whole race of sinful men, and the production of 
new creatures in their room. God's power is 

1 Butler. 
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competent to the speedy abolition. of moral 
evil, by the sudden execution ,of- severe judg
ment~ on wicKed nations, or sinful individuals. 
But God willeth not the death of a sinner; he 
seeks our obedience to his will founded less on 
fear than love. He abstains, therefore, from 
these summary, abrupt, coercive measures, and 
he employs no other means than the preaching 
of the gospel, that is, no other means than those 
of. persuasion a'nd argument, invitation and 
threatening. It is very obvious that ages must 
elapse before these means can produce their 
full effect. The progress of the work will not 
only be gradual, but liable to temporary inter
ruptions ; so that at times it may seem, not only 
to stand still, but even to go'backward, as often 
as particular circumstances in the affairs of the 
world draw away the ,attention of men from 
the doc,trines of the .gospei, or raise up extraor
dinary opposition of their passions to its pre
cepts. Instead of taking offence at the slow 
progress, we .should rely on the promise of the 
prophetic word, and set .ourselves to consider 
what may.bedone on our part, .and what God 
may expect we should do, for the furtherance 
of his work and the removal of hindrances." 1 

Thus vain and frivolous, are theobjecti,?ns 

,I Horsley, Sermon xl-a reference to one or two sentences 

Qf it is made, p. 201. 
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of infidelity when we come to consider them" . . , 
which we. have the rather done, because th~ 
ale of the same. nature. with the corrupt sugge&; 
tiona of the fallen heart of man, a resistance'tO 
which is a main characteristic of the wise 
and sincere Christ jan, whilst he that yietds to. 
them becomes the unbeliever. But that Chris .. 
tianity should be open to such ,difli.culties, is in-! 
deed. what might be expected when God, tile 
infinite. Creator,. makes known a part of hi~' 
ways to man, a feeble, corrupt, and perverSe 
creature. We observe, therefore- ' .. 1. 

( ~: IJ: 

IV. That THESE OBJECTIO·NS· ARE, Ul'ON 
'l'UE WHOLE, ONLY TRIALS OF oUR SINCERIT~ 
~ND SUB1\USSION Of HEART TO, GOD, AND 

GO TO CONFIRM RATHER THAN WEAKEN 'fIfE 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES. 

For it is a part of our probation in this world} 
that we should be subjected to the considera~ 
tion of difficulties, which we may make the OCoJ 

casion of objection and rebellion of heart, if we 
please, but which are designed only to put to 
the proof our sincerity and submission of mind 
to our circumstances and duties. To under
stand fully all the parts of the Christian 8Y8-

t:m, might require, for any thing we can fell, 
dIvine capacities. Mystery is a necessary at.! 
tendant upon the being' and perfections of God 
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. in. the view of a finite creature like man. Si
milar difficulties and objections to those which 

. men think they see in Revelation, they think 
they see in God's moral government of the 
world. N ow if the very same sort of obscu
rities, grounds of irritation, partial light, limited 
range of influence, contradiction to precon
~eived expectations, unlooked for position of 
things-. matters beyond and above our compre
hension-do actually take place in a system of 
things. which we acknowledge to be divine; 
then similar grounds ofobjedion are no· sound 
arguments against the Christian Revelation. 
The same ot;>jections as men bring against Chris
tianity, may be brought against natural religion; 
. and if they are of no force in the one case, so 
neither are they in the other.l 

It may, therefore, be the trial most appropriate 
to our state of probation, that some of the evi
dences of Christianity should be thought liable 
to objections, which, though trifling in them
selves, when discussed, yet may puzzle an in
~xI?erienced mind, an~ may carry it off from 
truth and holiness. 

The state of things as to the evidences of 
Christianity, is precisely what it is as to many 
of the most important truths of natural religion. 
They do not all lie upon the surface, some of them 
are open to many exceptions, they are collected 

I Butler. 
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only from the whole of a series of considerations. 
areoflittle weight unless men will be serious. de.r 
vout, attentive; they are not seen if men will 
begin on the side of obj ections.l ~ , 

Indeed, the human mind is so constituted, or, 
is so weakened since the fall, that moral and 
religious truth can be rec~ived in no other way. 
than by beginning with positive evidences. and 
o\'erlooking objections and difficulties. The 
mind can always frame subtilties, perceiv~ 
obstacles, present plausible sophisms. S<?rrie~ 
thing may always be said by a perverse or weak 
or over-curious disputant. But why did I say, in 
moral and religious questions ?-in every ques':'. 
tion, in matters even of science, as we before 
observed, the fruitful mind of man can excite a 

I We see, in fact, from the Scriptures, that objections were 
ever made against truth. The History of the Jews is a history 
of the cavils and difficulties advanced by that people against 
Moses, and Samuel, and the other prophets. The Gos
pels abound with the discourses of our Lord against the ob
jections of the Jews of his day. The Acts and Epistles are much 
engaged in answering or silencing the vain disputations of men. 
The language of St. Peter in the passage which I read as 

'my text, is conclusive on the same subject. The scoffers are 
there described, first, in their moral state-they walk aJter 
their own lusts; and then in their objections against Chris
tianity-and saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for 
since the fathers fell asleep, all things cO,ntinue as they did 
from the creation of tlte world, All this goes to prove that 
vain re,asonings arc to be expected as a trial of our faith. 
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host of imaginations. It is one of our primary 
duties to Almighty God, to subdue these trea., 
cherous risings of our minds, to view a great 
'question like Christianity, in its right light, to 
begin with plain matters of fact in its historical 
proofs, to leave difficulties and speculative rea., 
sonings till the student, being well furnished 
with knowledge and imbued with the spirit of 
Christianity, is able to cope with them safely. 
, .' Thus, ,on the whole,' these objections are 
clearly only trials of our sincerity and submis
sion of heart to God. They are really in favour of 
the, Evidences of our faith. That Christianity 
should s,eem open to them, is an argument that 
it is a part of the same divine government which 
lies open to the same objections in the natural 
order of the world. That men should be ex
p9sed to them, is an argument to prove the 
divine, origin of the Revelation: all is, consis
tent and harmonious in the manifestations of 
the same glorious God to man. 

And when the nature ofthe reasonings against 
Revelation is, considered, the argument ,turns 
yet more entirely in favour of the religion they 
would oppose. 

For we may be sure that every thing that can 
be urged against so holy and sublime a Reve
l.ation a~ Christianity, has been diligently sought 

VOL. II. AA 
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for. We have all that can be said. If then the 
objections of unbelievers amount to nothing 
more than a certain number of speculative·· 
difficulties, which might as easily be, raised 
against natural religion, as against Reveiation ; 
if it appears that these objections are bottomed 
upon mere airy opinions of the human mind;' 
if, besides the vanity of the objections in them:. 
selves, they are directed to a wrong point, 
and are altogether inadmissible, so long as the 
mass of historical evidences remains untouched; 
if, moreover, they are full of contradictions and ,. 
inconsistences; and after aU, are frivolous and 
futile,-if all this be so, then I say, such ob
jections rather confirm than weaken the Chris .. 
tian evidences-then I say, it is no small argt1~ 
ment in favour of Christianity, that after two 
thousand years, nothing solid, nothing tangi
ble, nothing resting upon facts, should be sub
stantiated against it. 

Nay, I assert further, that such v~pid obje~ 
tions turn completely against those who ad vance 
them, because, whilst they make nothing against 
the evidences of Christianity, which they do not 
venture to touch, and as little against its con
tents, which they cannot shake, they leave un
accounted for all the facts existing before the 
eyes of men, in all ages, an~ staring every man 
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full in face, in the present. Infidelity, whilst 
framing speculations against Christianity, leaves 
her own citadel undefended. We take her up 
on her own ground. We ask her, supposing her 
objections to be granted, and Christianity to be 
accounted not of divine authority, whence the re
ligion arose 1 Who were the authors of it? What 
was its origin 1 Who was its founder 1 What 
gave success to the unarmed apostles? What 
made the weakest and most despised of causes 
to triumph over the most powerful ~nd most 
honoured 1 What produced the greatest revo
lution in the human mind which the world ever 
witnessed, the overthrow of heathenism, and the 
establishment of· Christianity? What has pre
served the religion, and carried on its triumphs 
to the present hour? What has infused into 
its inward frame-work such an adaptation to 
the state and wants of man-such a sublimity 
of doctrine-such a purity of morals-such a 
beneficial tendency? What accounts for the 
pre-eminent holiness and loveliness of the cha
racter of Christ 1 What gives the religion the 
actual glory and efficacy of which every humble 
inquirer ~ay make a trial upon himself, andj in 
his own case 1 

The credulity of unbelief is the most extra:
ordinary of all phenomena in the moral world. 
It can repose on mere speculative objections, hl 
the teeth of history and exp~rience; and yet it 

A A 2 
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can believe all the absurdities ~nd impossibilitieS' . 
which the consequences of rejecting Revelatiori 

, bring with them! .It can reject all the mightY. 
credentials of Revelation, on the footing, of. 
imaginary difficulties; and yet it cal) believe th,at. 
Christianity had no founder, no origin, no cause,~ 
no author-but was the product of chance and 
accident !, 

No! such objections prove the truth of the. ' 
religion which they impugn; such reasonings; 
go to confirm the evidences they would destroy.: 
The weapons of unpelief are thus wrested from: .• 
its feeble grasp, and are turned against itselfJ 
Our foes fall by their own arms. lnfidelity: 
can~ot stand, if left to its own cause. Its sui-. 
cidal hand inflicts. the mortal blow.· Never. 

, . 
was there such a case as that of infidelity ex..: 
hibited before the eyes of mankind. Let the 
young and candid inquirer judge. j 

Chris tiani t y comes forth s urrou nded ~ith facts,i 
historical proofs, an apparatus of magnificent 
miracles, a series of prophecies fulfilling befor~ 
the eyes of mankind, a supernatural propaga .. 
tion and preservation of the gospel in the world,: 
prominent and obvious good effects as to ev~ry; 
thing that touches human happiness: Infidelity; 
comes forth with petty objections, speculative 
reasonings, vain imaginations. Christianity: 
invites you to believe on far stronger grounds of 
faith than men are governed by every day: In.:, 
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fidelity tempts you to. disbelieve, on 'grounds 
which no single human being ever acted upon 
in common life. Christianity draws her argu
ments not from human reasonings, but from God, 
from facts, from . experience, from the plainest 
dictates of moral duty, from proofs tangible 
and level to our capacity of judging: Infidelity 
draws her objections from the corrupt heart 
of man, from theory, from conjecture, from the 
plainest contradictions to common sense, from 
reasonings Qut of our reach and beyond our 
capacltIes. Christianity calls on us to obey 
her Revelation, as the remedy of our maladies, 
and a stupendous salvation from eternal death ;
and makes all her discoveries and mysteries 
intelligible and simple in respect to our duties 
and .wants: Infidelity calls us to speculation 
and presumption; denies the malady; concerns 
herself with finding fault with the mysteries 
which she will pot apply aright,and leaves 
Irian without salvation, without guidance, with
put consolation, without hope~a wanderer in 
the wilderness of the world. 

Such'is the .real character of I~fidel objec
tions, or rather, such are the arguments in 
favour of Christianity, which objections so weak 

, 'and unreasonable furnish. 
What; then, practically, is the hold which 
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such objections have of men? 
they still prevail with so many? WhenCe . 
is it that infidelity, with such a miserable 
tution of argument, still triumphs so widely 
amongst the young? The answer is, that the . 
objections fix in unfurnished and vain minds'; 
that they follow upon vicious habits; that they 
are the judicial infliction of the provoked Spirit 
of God; that they carry off those who have no 
real hold of Christianity; that they are th~ 
great stratagem of the spiritual adversary; that 
they are the most fatal product of the corrupt 
and proud reason of a fallen creature. ' 

Let us, in conclusion, touch on these topics~, 

I. I saithese wretched sophisms of infidelity , 
FIX THEMSELVES IN UNFURNISHED AND VAIN 

MINDS. Ouriosity, admiration of mere talents 
, , 

the love of novelty, the prurient desire to know 
what unbelievers have to say, open the mind to 
the arts of the scoffer. Men are unfurnished with 
the full knowledge of the grounds of their faith, 
and are unequal for a contest with subtle dispu .. 
t~nts. There is no saying what havock objec
tIOns make when young people are not called 
to consider them; when they presumptuously, 
and from mere curiosity, allow them to dwell in 
the mind; when they begin on the side of these 
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, speculations, instead of the side of the positive 
evidences of Christianity. Avoid, therefore, 
playing with the snare. Dread exposing your

, selves to the pestilence which walketh in darkness. 
Tamper not with temptation. This is my first 
caution. 

II. Shun, in the next place, THOSE VICES 

W,HICH PREPARE FOR INFIDEL OBJEC'flONS. 

, Sensuality is the mother and nurse of unbelief. 
The proud, profligate youth finds Christianity 
stand in his way. He says, "Give me reasons 
against the Bible; and if there are none, I will 
invent some." His unbelief is the fruit of his 
passions and of his intellectual and moral rebel
lion against God. It is not the convict jon of sa
tisfied research, but the haste and presumption 
of an uninformed and vicious mind. We need not 
wonder that profligate persons of great natural 
talents fall into infidelity; for the main objec
tion is antecedent to the, production of any evi
dence; and it is not to be expected that they 
should have made themselves masters of the 
merits of the case.} A natural consequence of 
the continued violation or disregard of any law, 
is a doubt or denial of its authority. Shun, 
therefore, 0 young man, the vices which would 
make you desire to find some hold against 

1 Shuttleworth's Sermons, 
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Christianity. Reverence conscience-irriitatethe 
examples of your virtuous Christian friends~ 
follow your Bible as the guide of life; . an~ 
your objections will presently vanish.' J. 

" ';.1, 

III. PROVOKE not, in the third· place,:1 
would intreat you-provoke not the GOOD 
SPIRIT OF GOD TO DEPART FROM YOU, and 
give you up to judicial blindness and obduracy. 
of heart. If you go on in vain curiosity and 
idle intet'course with the scoffer; if you live in . 
vice and moral evils contrary to known du'ty~ 
fear lest the blessed guide and sanctifier of inan . 
should be grieved, and should depart from you~ 
I address you as the disciple of the Christian 
religion; I address you as one who knows the 
divine agent and author of grace; I address 
you as one who knows the ordinary dealings of 
the Almighty, whose Spirit doth not always strive',' 
with man;1 but who left Pharaoh to his impeni..; 
tent heart; who consigned the Jews to obdu.: 
racy and unbelief; and who threatens all who 
love not the truth, but have pleasure in unrighte .. 
Ollsness, with being given up to a strong delusion, to 
believe a lie.'}. If once given up of God, any ob~ 
jections will avail to turn you from Christianity;
the weakest sophisms will be too strong for 
you; the mightiest host of faCts and histori-

I Gen. vi. 3. 22 Thess. ii. II, 12. 
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. car eviderices will appear of no force in your 
. view; you will go on from worse to worse
. -from negligence to scorn; from speculative to 

practical unbelief; . from the trifling and indevou t, 
to the daring and presumptuous temper, which 
defies God, disowns the Saviour, and rushes 
madly upon eternity. 

< IV. In order to avoid any approach to this 
fatal end, SEE THAT YOU HAVE A REAL HOLD 
OF CHRISTIANITYJN ITS SUBSTANTIA~ BLESS 
ING:s-in its actual efficacy upon your heart 
and life. Speculative . objections have little 
force to perplex the practical and spiritually
minded Christian. He has the shield of faith, 
which quenches all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. On the other hand, he who has never felt 
religion, and known its powerthas a great dis
advantage in coping with an ingenious dis
putant. His heart having never been affected 
and blessed with Christianity, he holds by it 
slightly; he rather hangs upon it, than em
braces it; he retains it merely by an hereditary 
prejudice: he sees no reason why opinions 

. and sentiments should be thought of so great 
consequence; he thinks, perhaps, all opinions 
immaterial. Christianity has never given him 
.an actual power against· his passions; Chris
tianity has never raised, and blessed, and con-
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soled his heart in affliction; Christianity has 
never brought him to pardon, peace, and a new 
and heavenly life; Christianity is to him littIQ 
more than a code of restraints, with certain Teli; 
gious ceremonies attached to them. Thus sitting 
loose to all that is vital in his religion, what 
wonder is it, if, when infidelity spreads its snares. 
he is taken? Let the young, then, seek for 
the practical influences of Christianity; let 
them make a trial of its promised grace; let 
them know it as THE POWER OF GOD UNTO 

SALVA TIoN-and scientific reasoning,s will never 
overthrow their strong and well-grounded faith. 
For, 

V. They will soon discover that the objections 
of infidelity are, in truth, ONE OF THE GREAT 

STRATAGEMS OF SATAN, THE SPIRITUAL AD .. 

VERSARY. They learn from Revelation the 
power,. the malice, the artifice of that apostate 
spirit. They know that, from the period of his 
successful temptation of our first par~nts, he 
has been systematically opposing THE SEED OF 

'fHE WOMAN, who was so long promised, anc;l 
who, at length, appeared to destroy the works 
of the devi1. They know that this deadly adver
sary has instigated, in different ages, various in
struments for hardening the heart of man, and 
defeating the purposes of redemption. He worked 
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by heathen idolatry, so long as that could ~e.sus
tained; he worked by superstition and spmtual 
bondage, during the dark ages; he works now 
by SPECULATIVE OBJECTIONS, the abus~ of 
literature, a confidence in talents, educatIOn, 
and the reasoning powers of man. Behold, 
then, in this one consideration, the whole web 
of infidel speculations unravelled. No won
der these vain and futile fabrications, though 
possessing little force in themselves agai~st 
positive facts, though directed to a wrong pomt 
and inadmissible, though inconsistent and con
tradictory and frivolous, the manifest product 
of human pride and ignorance; no wonder th~y 
still deceive so many-for the secret is now laId 
open. The whore system is a part of Satan's 
agency with the intent to ruin man. They are 
temptations, not reasons; the shafts of the 
wicked one, not the armour of truth. 

Resist, then, these assaults of your spiritual 
adversary; cherish not the imaginations which 
subserve your own destruction; treat them as 
you would the robber who should enter your 
dwelling, to spoil it of your most valuable pos
sessions; quench the suggestions of the. arch
deceiver, and open your hearts to the faIr and 
manly operations of conscience and truth. 

VLFinally, consider these vain objections as 



364 APP LICATION.\ [LECT., XXI:' .. 

THE MOST DEADLY PRODUCT OF THE CORl 

RUPT AND PROUD REASON OF A FALLEN:.· 

CREATURE. This is the sum of the. present 
Lecture, which I must hasten to conclude. Ob; 
jections are the offspring of man's corrupt and 
depraved nature, where all the faculties of 
body and soul are disturbed and weaken~d: 
They form an unhealthy atmosphere around 
this lower world. Christianity comes tore
medy the evil. It' calls for the humiliation of 
the understanding before the revealed will of 
God, and the subjection of the passions and 
appetites to the revealed precepts of G~d. It 
is as much a branch of moral duty to believe; 
when God grants such evidences as he has done 
in the case of Christianity, as it is to' restrain 
the inferior appetites, when the same almighty 
Lord has issued his prohibitions against vice and 
immorality. To reject interposing doubts, to' 
turn away from objections, to silence vain curio
sity, to rebuke presumptuous daring; to check 
the roving imaginations of the intellect; to call 
in the aid of grace for this end; to quench the 
suggestions of Satan by the blessed aid of the 
Holy Spirit; to enter more and more into 
the practical experience of religion-this is 
the wisdom of man. This purifies the atmos
phere, or guards us from its destructive quali
ties'. This teaches usto consider 'all speculative 
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objections which rise in the mind against the 
evidences or the matter of Christianity, as the 

. noxious vapoursgenerated in a prurient soil
as the product of r~ason weakened and per-: 

. verted-as the arts of Satan operating upon a 

sinful imagination. 
. Cling, then, to Christianity as your light 
and protection. She throws a safeguard and 
barrier around you in a dark ,world. She de
tects the sophistry of infidelity, and sends you 
unhurt to pursue your salvation, in the midst of 
the errors and confusions of this probationary 
state-she guards you from the unhealthy va
pours which collect around, and prevents the 
explosio~s which would otherwise prove fatal 

to you. 
Yes' as the miner is furnished with the , 

LAMP OF SAFETY, and obtains light and secu-
rity when he descends the subterraneous cavern, 
where the fire-damp might explode and bury 
him in destruction; and as, guided by his 
LAMP, he is protected from the fatal dangers of 
combust.ion, pursues his calling, and returns ~o 
his home and his family and the light of day, 

unhurt.' 
So does Christianity furnish you with THE 

TRUE SAFETY LAMP, when called to descend 
the caverns and depths of Satan, in this be-
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nighted world-so does Christianity neutrali'ie 
and carry off the mischievous effects of infide
lity-so does she shield your mind and surround 
~ou with a defence, which, whilst it affords yo~ 
lIght and security for your work, preserves you 
from the fatal dangers to which an unprotected 
~eart might he exposed, and sends you up again 
In s.af~ty, to the ordinary discharge of your 
ChrIstIan calling in the cheering light of day. 

367 

LECTURE XXII. 

THE LIVES AND DEATHS OF INFIDELS COMPARED 
WITH THOSE OF SINCERE CHRISTIANS. 

PSALM xxxvii. 35-37. 

I have seen the w~cked in great power, and spl'ead
ing himself like a green bay-tree. Yet he 
passed away, and, 10, he was not; yea I sought 
him; but he could not be found. Mark the per
fect man and behold the upright; for the end of 
that man is peace. 

HAVING shown the vanity and futility of the 
speculative objections raised against Chris
tianity, we proceed now to consider the lives and 
deaths of those who advance them. For if the 
general character of infidels should be found 
to, be utterly inconsistent with truth and sin
cerity in a religious inquiry, and the general cha
racter of sincere Christians entirely consistent 
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with them; .we shall have an additional proof 
that objections against the Bible are the. me'r6 
offspring of human corruption, and that the' 
Christian faith is indeed of God. ,)tl 

" By their fruits ye shall know them," iSlan 
adage not only of revealed, but of natural relP 
gion. We shall bring before you,. tl,en, ' the 
two classes; those who give way tospeculativ6 
infidel objections : and those who devoutly·,be"; 
lieve and obey the Christian Revelation. !We:. 
shall summons the body of sceptics who haVe 
imbibed and followed ()ut into practice the cavilS
of infidelity; and contrast them with the body, 
of sincere Christians, who have received and fol::- . 
lowed out into practice the doctrines of the j3i-l 
ble. We shall not select doubtful, a~biguousf 
cases which hover between faith and unbelief, - ' .. ' . 
but decisive characters on each side-:-7the 
thorough infidel, and the spiritual and humble. 
Christian; and we shall contrast them as to 
THE TENOR OF THEIlt LIV ES; their WRI~INGS 
AND PUBLIC LABOURS; and their DEATHS 

AND PREPARA TION for an eternal state of being: 
Let us, " 1. 

I. Contrast the two classes as TO TH E TENOR. 

OF THEIR LIVES. 

In doing this let us consider their respective 
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. maintenance of their common principles of mo
rals and religion-their discharge of the duties of 
domestic and social life-and their measure of~e
nevolence andgood-will to their fellow creatures. 

1. LET us contrast the infidel with the true 
Christian, as to the MAINTENANCE OF THE 

PRINCIPLES o~ MORALS AND RELIGION HELD 

BY'fHEM IN COMMON. I say" held by them 
in common, because I wish to concede all that 
is asked. Allow the infidel his professed prin

. ciples of natural religion; and then ,contrast 
the manne'r in which he maintains them with 
the conduct of the sincere believer. 

And here a very few words will suffice. We 
. have already shown the absence of any thing 

like a candid and devout temper in the inqui
ries of infidels,l and their inability to sustain 
or restore the pdnciples of natural religion when 
unaided by revelation.2 We have noticed like
wise that'entire want of any real intention of car
rying int~ effect the principles of morals, which 
marks their conduct. a The fact is, they seem 
to have no prindples, except those of a general 
scepticism and contempt of all religion. Grant 
them all they ask in a moment of controversy, -
and trace out afterwards the wayin which they 
.maintain their principles, and you will see that 

. they leave no foundation to build upon. They 

1 Lect. ii. • Lect. iii. 3 Lect. xvi. 
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profess to believe in one living and true God, to 
admit some of his essential and moral' attri-:-' ' 
butes-his omnipresence and omniscience, and 
his government of the world-they profess to 
hold the moral and -accountable.nature of mao, 
his obligations to virtue and piety, to the wor· 
ship of his Maker, and to the duties of repent:
ance, prayer, and thanksgiving, for the divine 
benefits. They profess to admit th-e principlE!s 
of morals as held by the Heathen sages, and im
proved by modern philosophy. But the very 
enumeration of these topics has the appearance 
of sarcasm, when applied to infidelity. Con
tradictions without end, as we mentioned in our 
last Lecture,t seem purposely scattered in all 
they say, as it were with the view of sapping all 
the elements of morals and religion. They now 
appear for an instant to favour Christianity; , 
and now, by opposing all religion generally, 
they show that their hostility is merely a feel
ing against it, as included in the common mass. 
They are continually making efforts to oblige 
themselves to think after a certain fashion, which 
violates conscience, and those remains ofnatural 
light which nothing can altogether obliterate 
from the heart of man, whilst a real fear of the 
other side is still lurking within. The infidel 
maintains little more, in point of principle, than 

1 Leet. xxi. 
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a vague knowledge of God, adopted from. a blind 
deference to the public sentiment, and a gene
ral profession of the obligation of virtue, to spare 
the pains of examination, or from fear of mak
ioO' himself too sure about it. Where is there o 

a single example of the essential principles of 
religion and virtue being really and bona fide 
maintained in the face of the world, by infidels? 
There are many nominal Christians, indeed, who 
sink down into natural religion from want of 
acquaintance with the peculiarities oftheil' faith; 
but where is the example of an unbeliever act
ing up to his own principles, low and general 
as those principles are? 

Now contrast with all this the manner in 
which every sincere and pious Christian main
tains, and maintains at all hazards, and, if needs 
be, in the face of persecution, exile, and death, 
the primary elements of religion and morals. 
In infidelity we find no one principle firm, 
permanent, uniform; in Christianity it is all 
principle. Every thing is what you would ex
pect in a true religion-it is first cordially be
lieved, and then. boldly and perseveringly 
avowed. 

In the bosom of every real believer, there is 
not merely a profession of the knowledge of 
God, his unity, his perfections, his sovereignty, 
,his providence, his law; but there is an honest, 

B B 2 
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straight-forward purpose to maintain them in aU 
their extent and purity. , r 

• It is true, that the contrast here is not! al~ 
ways immediately visible. The want of prin; 
cipl~ in infidels is easily seen in their avowed 
spirit, in their public opinions, in their 'open 
blasphemies, in their contradictory statements~ 
the case is notorious. But the inward piety 
and reverence for God, in the breast of the tpm 
Christian, are not so apparent; these arehid7 
den guests, to be ju'dged of cautiously by the~r 
appropriate fruit. And the name of Christiall 
being now too often assumed, where there is no 
one characteristic of real Christianity, it is easr 
to evade the force of our reasoning. But to 
those who will examine the subject with cim:
dour, the difference is plain. Most of, the 
young persons, whom I have especially in view ' 
in these Lectures, know,the broad distinction; 
between insincere and sincere Christians ; and, 
at the same time, the equally broad distinction 
between a piety which lies hidden in its prin
ciples in the heart, and a scorn and irreligion 
which provoke observation. I appeal to aU 
who are acquainted with true Christians, 
whether they do not maintain their principles~ 
whether they do not aim at bringing the great 
and ever-blessed God into every thing; , into all 
their opinions; into all their habits of thought; 
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all their projects; all their schemes of hap
pmess. They worship him; they pray to him 
d'aily in their closets and their families; they 

,dedicate one day in seven to his honour; they 
bring up their children according to his com
mandments; they strive to propagate his name 
throughout the world. The great God of hea
';~n!is, with them, restored to that just do
minion of which sin had deprived him; he 
i~' their glory, their boast, their confidence, 
the' object of their love, and the source of their 
felicity. . , 
, , Then, as to the principles of morals, every 
Christian aims sincerely at maintaining them, 
with all boldness and honesty, in every possible 
way, and at every sacrifice. They are not merely 
acknowledged as a theory, but they are con
stantly avowed and defended. But why should 
I repeat the Lecture on Christian morals, or 
that on the character of our Lord? Suffice it 
to say, that every element of morals is studiously 
inculcated and enforced, in proportion as men 
are real Christians. 

In short, the contrast between infidelity and 
Christianity, in this first sub-division of the in
quiry, is between darkness and light, contradic
tion and harmony, falsehood and truth; unprin
Cipled scepticism, and the holy subjection of 
faith; a dereliction of all conscientious regard 
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to religion and morals, and the uniform maio
tenance of both. 

What avail, then, the speculative qbjections 
of men, with no firm principles to set out with~ 
against men obeying the Christian Revelation, 
on the footipg of its positive evidences, and 
maintaining, boldly and perseveringly, all the 
moral and religious principles which that Re
velation elucidates and ext~nds ? 

2. But let us contrast the lives of infidels' 
and true Christians in another point of view
THEIR RESPECTIVE DISCHARGE OF THE DU

TIES OF DOllIESTIC AND SOCIAL LIFE-that 
is, from their principles let us proceed to their 
practice. For, as both classes profess a belief 
in a righteous governor of the world, it may be 
expected that those who have truth on their 
side, will show it by the superior discharge of 
moral and religious duties; more especially as 
the question regards such an all-important mat
ter as Christianity, and bears upon duties, ac
knowledged in common to be binding on 
man. 

Now, it is notorious, from their own avowals, 
from the memoirs written by themselves and 
boasted of, from the comparison of documents 
of all kinds, as well as from our own daily ob
servation, that vanity and pride, selfishness and 
sensuality, malice and revenge, turbulent tem-
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pers and outrageous violations of the domestic 
virtues; impurity and profligacy of the grossest 
form; treachery in situations of trust, and want 
of ordinary honesty and integrity in d~alillgs, 

discontented and seditious conduct in civil so
ciety; contempt of all established order in 
church and state, connected often with a hatred 
of their native country; in short, selfish, malig
nant, debasing, anti-social passions and tenden-

- des have, in all ages and places, distinguished 
infidelity, as a system. 

I speak not of inqividuals, but of the general 
class. I appeal to the records of our courts of 
judicature; I appeal to our statesmen and ma
gistrates; I appeal to the consciences of every 
one who has known the annals of Europe, and 
the chief agents in the revolutions which have 
disturbed it. 

There are examples, no doubt, of sober 
deists, where pride, intellectual pursuits, literary 
ambition, or other causes, have predominated 
over the grosser appetites; but even in these 
'cases, an avowed licentiousness as ,to the doc
trine of morals ; a ridicule of the milder Chris
tian virtues; an extreme selfishness and cold
heartedness, as to all the best interests of 
man, have varied the appearance, without les
sening the guilt, of their general conduct. 

The lives of sincere and devout Christians 
are precisely the reverse of all this. Humility, 
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disinterestedness, benevolence, meeknessoftem
per, purity in all the domestic relations, fidelity 
in situations of trust, honesty and integrity in 
their dealings, contentment and loya1ty in ,civil 
society, abstinence from scenes of tumult ,an4 
disorder, love to their native co.untry ;. in,s~ort, 
every virtuous, amiable, self-denying, elevatiQg 
principle, carried out into act, has, in all placea" 
distinguished true Christians, as a body. ",1 "j 

Where shall I. turn to take my example~ 19f 
these general assertions? On the side. of infi
delity, I pass by the horrible character of Tho
mas Paine. I say nothing of his frauds, and 
public dishonesty, his cruelty and selfishness; 
his avarice and pride, his ingratitude and 
treachery, his impiety and blasphemies,.his 
licentiousness and adultery; I pass by his 
deadly enmity against his own· country, his 
anarchical and revolutionary principles, his de
termined hostility to all peace, all law, all' 
morals, all religion; I pass by the disgusting 
filth and wretchedness and intoxication into 
which he sunk towards the decline of life-an ' 
object of pity and contempt to his own deluded 
disciples. To dwell on such a character is be
neath the sanctity of our subject; from such a 
life, what could spring but objections and re
sist.ance to the purity of the Christian religion? 
In comparison with such turpitude, the lowest 
measure of real Christian virtue in the humblest 
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cottager, after abating every thing on the score 
of human imperfection, is an exalted and noble 
state of attainment. 
i';But let us come to the leader of modern illfi
~elity, who, for more than sixty years, attracted 
and 'corrupted so large a body of followers. I 
'acknowledge the extraordinary talents of V?l 
taire'~ the brilliancy of his parts, the fecundIty 
of hi~ imagination, the versatility which could 
'apply itself to almost every subj~ct; the beauty 
of' a"style which lost little of Its char~ at the 
close of a long life; the diligence, whIch w~s 
Inever wearied; the reputation and success In 

some branches of elegant literature, which gave 
Ihim so wide a sway over public opinion. But 
!lask what was his MORAL AND RELIGIOUS cha-
racter? I ask, how far it was probable that his 
'objections against Christianity sprung from ~ 
sincere and steady pursuit of truth? Talents, If 

. separated from morality, are of no value on such 
a question as religion. Let young people 
ever remember, that angelic powers, perverted 
'by· thorough hatred to goo~~ess, are the very 
: things which render the spll'ltual adversary of 
mankind so formidable and detestable. 

I peruse, then, the full and au~he~tic narra
tives of his life, published by hIS fnends aH.d 
disciples; I compare the most rec.ent accounts; 
'I consult, especially, the memOlr lately pub-
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lished by one of the first of the French literati, 
and a person by no means unfriendly to the 
fame of his hero.l I want to know what this 
sarcastic objector to Christianity' was in his 
moral habits; what was his educatioJ;l; what 
his early life; what the course and bent of his 
pursuits. I want to see how far truth, re
ligious and moral truth, was likely to visit his 
mind. 

Impiety received him, says his biographer,' 
as he left the cradle. He learned to read at 
the age of three years, by committing an irre
ligious book to memory. His uncle, to whose 
care he was intrusted, boasted that he had thus 
early initiated him into infidelity. When a boy 
at school, his daring blasphemies, connected 
with his natural talents, induced his tutor to 
predict, that he would raise the standard of 
deism in France. As his youth advanced, he 
was admitted into those horrible associations of 
debauchees and infidels, in the highest classes 
of society, who disg.raced the close of the reign 
of Louis XIV. In mature life, he was remark
able for an unsettled, satirical, impetuous dis
position; a temper wayward, even to malignity; 

1 M. Auger, in the Biographie Universelle, tom. L.,-co~
pared with his life by Condorcet, and the collections of the 
Abbe Barrue!' 

Z M. Auger. 
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outrao-eous violations of the decencies of the o 
domestic circle; ridicule and hypocrisy at the 
death-beds of his friends; duplicity, untruth, 
and even perjury, in his dealings; artifice, 
buffoonery, sarcasm, and the most unblushing 
calumnies, in his controversies; a treachery 
towards his friends, so deeply seated, that he 
loaded with flatteries and caresses, in his let
ters, the very persons whom he was at the same 
time covering with ridicule; and even calum
niated, in clandestine writipgs, some of those 
individuals on whom he was pouring forth, in 
his ordinary correspondence, the warmest tes-

, timonies of friendship or consideration. As he 
approached old age, (he lived to be eighty-four,) 
his impiety became systematic, restless, aggres
sive, persevering, malignant, and almost furious. 
All seemed to him to be lawful in his contest 
against religion. His motives, in his attacks 
on- Christianity, were not concealed. So far 
from pretending to have truth on his side, or to 

, aim at truth, he was accustomed to say, " I am 
weary of hearing that twelve men established 
the gospel; I will see if one cannot overthrow 
it." His enmity and hypocrisy were carried so 
far that he erected a Christian church, adjoin-, 
ing his chateau, at Ferney, and dedicated it to 
the Almighty, at the very moment that he was 
habitually applying to the divine Saviour of 
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mankind a term too horrid to be cited. ·l>sar 
nothing of the impurity of his conduct,-; 'the 
gross obscenity of his Janguage and converso,) 
tion, the notorious adultery in which he 1ived~ 
because all this he avowed; it appears 'iniaU 
he said and did: it is thought~ indeed, ,nothin'g 
of by the infidel party; it forms theconven~ 
tional style of their books and correspondel1ce) 
and constitutes one of the darkest features I of 
their moral degradation. .; ;1 ')i! t 

To such a mind, truth must, ofnecessityJ 
have been a stranger. Objections against 
Christianity from such a scoffer, are honour.: 
able and glorious attestations to the religioh 
which they oppose. ' I ':1 

Now, contrast with this character any of the 
eminent Christians that adorned their own 
country and Europe, about the same period. 
Take THE HOKORABLE ROBERT BOYLE, ,or 
whom it is difficult to say, whether his piety as a 
Christian, or his fame as a philosopher, was most 
remarkable. Consider the compass of his mind~ 
the solidity of his judgment, the fertility of his 
pen, the purity of his morals, the amiableness of 
his temper, his beneficence to the poor and dis-, 
tressed, his uniform friendships, his conscientious 
aim at truth in all his pursuits and determina
tions. At an early age, he examined the ques
tion of the Christian religion to the bottom, on 
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~casion of some distracting doubts which as
saulted his mind. Confirmed in the truth of 
Christianity, his whole life was a comment on 
~is. sincerity. He was admitted to certain secret 
meetings. before he had reached mature years
QuLthey were grave and enlightened associa
tions, for canvassing subjects of natural phi
losophy, at a time when the civil wars sus
p~ndedall academical studies; and they led to 
the formation of one of the noblest establish
Illents of his country.l His disinterestedness 
and humility were such, that he refused the pro
vostship of Eton, and the honours of a peerage, 
that he might devote his talents and time, and 
noble fortune, to works of public utility and be
nevolence. His uniform regard to truth, made 
him the example and admiration of his age. His 
tenderness of conscience led him to decline 
the most honourable office!! in the scientific 
:world, because he doubted about the oaths 
prescribed; and his reverence for the glorious 
Creator induced him to pause whenever he pro
nounced his name. From sUGh a student, we 
may expect truth. From such a philosopher, 
we receive, with unmixed pleasure, A Treatise 
'of THE HIGH VENERATION WHICH MAN'S IN-

I The Royal Society. 
• President of the Royal Society. 
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TELLECT OWES TO GOD ;1, or the discourse On 
GREATNESS OF :hIlND PROllIOTED BY CHRIS-. 

TIANITy.2 \ . 

But I dwell not on a singl~ name. The whole 
body of real Christians is of the same stamp. 
Every where we see the good father and mol. 
ther, the obedient child, the faithful domestici • 
the trust-worthy officer, the conscientious rna':' 
gistrate, the honest statesman, the patriotic 
king. Begin with the first ages of Christianity; 
and contrast the respective discharge of moral 
and religious duties of those who rejected and 

. those who em braced . the Christian religion._ 
Go down in each succeeding age. Look at the 
present. Take the body of infidels, and con
trast them with the body of humble and pious 
Christians. You see in the one a frightful 
combination of all the intellectual and sensual 
vices, aggravated by hypocrisy, and darkened 
by malice, with no care of examining truth, 
and no wish to attain it; you see the domestic 
virtues contemned; the ties of brotherhood dis- . 
severed; you see such immoralities as go to 
dissolve civil society. Yes, infidelity carries 
with it the seeds of its own destruction; its 
enormities are too dissocial for the world lona 

I:) 

1 Published in 1685. 

• Published in 1690, the year before his death. 
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to endure them. It is Christianity which 
restrains their excesses; and renders the so
ciety tolerable, which is harassed by their 
passions and their wickedness. 

In the conduct of true Christians, you see all 
the bonds of peace, all that unites ,man with 
man, all that blesses the domestic circle, all 
that fulfils the various obligations under which 
God has placed us. Yes, Christianity has the 
impress of truth; its precepts are acted upon 
by its real disciples; the character of its divine 
Founder is copied out into the lives of his fol
lowers. 

3. Let us pas~ to the especial point of BE

NEVOLENCE AND GOODWILL TOWARDS MEN

on which infidelity is apt to declaim; and 
which it becomes us therefore to examine. 

N ow, it is easy to affect a plausible bene
volence,which is merely indifference to the 
inclinations, good or bad, of others; which 
rather deserves the name of connivance in 
iniquity than real and enlightened goodwill. 
The question is, which class of persons is 
animated with the kindliest feelings, is most 
free from the selfish passions, is most amiable 
and friendly in their deportment, most awake 
to the actual circumstances and dangers with 
which men are surrounded, and most ready to 
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do and to suffer the necessary privations for 
delivering them from them. 

No doubt, a man may affect great benevolence 
in throwing the reins 'on the neck of youthful 
profligacy. No doubt, a man may be loud in 
his claimlS of humanity. when he releases men 
from the obligations of religion and the bonds of 
conscience, and the restraints of virtue. No 
doubt, a plausible claim to 'lmiversal benevo
lence may be set up by the infidel philosophy, 
which, neglecting all private and personal du- , 
ties, launches forth into an expansive· and sickly 
philanthropy, and affects to embrace mankind, 
whilst it overlooks its own immediate circle. 

So the traveller who, assured that a precipice 
was near, should 'persuade his companion that 
no such danger existed, and should tempt him 
to approach its brink, might be called benevo
lent. So the philosopher who should refuse to 
communicate some valuable discovery in science, 
and should spend his life in petty acts of indul
gence to the passions of others, might be cal1ed 
benevolent. So the 'governor, who should conceal 
from a revolted province the anger of its sove
reign, and the terms on which reconciliation 
might be effected, might be styled humane. 

No! real goodwill to man is of a firmer tex
ture and calls for other conduct. It searches for 
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truth. It takes a wide and just view ~f men's 
circumstances. It proceeds on enlightened and 
adequate principles. It aims not merely at the 
jinmediate, but the ultimate good of man. It 
~~msults, not their passions, but their welfare
not ,their inclinations and prejudices, but their 
puties .. It offends rather than deceives. It pro
ppses displeasing truth, rather than flatter to 
d~str.uction. It teaches and humbles, that it 
Jl;lflyfsave. 
)' I~this view, what is the benevolence of infi
~elity?" Selfish' in all its tendencies, it has no
thiI;lg ,of the genuine sympathies which opeli 
the whole soul of man. No mark of the irreli
gious temper is more glaring, than its dark and 
almost furious hatred of those who oppose it? 
,Who is the calumniator of the humble Chris
tian, but the unbeliever? 'Who exposes meek 
piety to. sarcasm and ridicule, Qut the unbe
liever? Who resists the real influence of reli
gion, and strives to wrest its consolations from 
miserable man, though he has nothing to sub
stitute for it, but the unbeliever? Who refuses 
to communicate the healing remedy for human 
woe, which he cannot be sure is not of divine 
authority, but the unbeliever? Who denies the 
existence of that awful precipice which Chris
tianity discovers and warns us against, but the 
unbeliever? Who conceals the revolt of man 

VOL. IL c c, 
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from his Maker, and hides from him the terms, 
of reconciliation, but the unbeliever? . , 

And as to domestic life and the flow of the 
benevolent affections, there are two things which 
are quite notorious. Infidelity is TYRANNICAL 
IN ITS TEMPER-capricious, harsh, malignant·. 
All experience proves' this. The infidel is 
uphappy in himself. He has forsaken the guide 
of life; and is the sport of every paradox, every 
chimera, every wayward inclination' ; the disor. 
der of his passions is inconsistent with genuine 
benevolence. This is one point. Then infi~ 
delity is the' ENEMY TO FEMALE PURITY; 
there seems a peculiar madness in the contempt 
which it casts on all the branches of virtue, 
modesty, delicacy, and elevation in the female 
character. And what the torrents of misery are 
which overflow society from the one source of 
licentiousness, let daily experience in our great .. 
towns declare. 

N ow contrast with all this dark and gloomy 
picture the benevolence of Christianity. Its 
,·jew of llUman depra,-ity, is what the teuth of 
the f3.ct~ proclaim-the wrath of a holy God 
for sin is a disco\"ery, not of Revelation only, 
but of that natural government of the Almighty 
which the unbelie,'er professes to admit, and 
which speaks in a voice of thunder the guilt of 
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man and the Divine displeasure for it. But the 
. benevolence of the sincere Christian appears 

exuberant in the tenderness with which he 
presses those discoveries upon the attention of 
.men; in the eagerness with which he presents 
the remedy for them; in the kindness and affec-

. tion with which he administers alleviations; in 
the fellow-feeling which proposes truth with 
consideration an~ regard to circumstances and 
times. The benevolence of Christianity appears 
in the overflowing benignity with which all 
offices of mercy are discharged. It begins with 
the peaceful and mild affections, by subduing 
every angry and calming every turbulent pas- -
sion; it proceeds as a gentle stream, widening 
in its course. Or rather it resembles" majestic 
rivers which are poured from an unfailing and 
abundant source. Silent and peaceful in their 
outset, they begin with dispensing beauty and 
comfort to every cottage by which they pass. 
In their further progress, they fertilize provinces 
and enrich kingdoms. At length they pour 
themselves into the ocean, where, changing 
their name but not their nature, they yisit dis
tant nations and hemispheres, and spread 
throughout the world their expansive tide." J 

Christianity is, especially, a retired and pri
vate guest in the bosom and circles of indivi-

1 Wilberforc,e. 

C c 2 
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dual households. Observe its benevolent work:
ing in those less communities which form p~p'
lic happiness and prosperity by their aggregil
tion and effect. Mark how it reconciles m~n 
with himself and ~ith his God j with his co~
science and with his destiny; with ~is 19f~Y , 
breathings after happiness and'immortali~Y"~ln~ 
his present submission to pain and sorrow.!~r~w 
this inward. peace, the springs of kindness/~~~ 
goodwill are opened. The Christian is kin~ I~~ 
his wife and children, to his family and neigh,-

,l. 

bours; he is kind and benignant to the v~~.t 
mass of mankind, who have ever been neg~ 

lected and despised by infidelity. What schemes 
for bettering the conditi~n of the poor, what 
plans of philanthropy, what means of elevating, 
teaching, comforting, and blessing the bulk. of 
the people, has Christianity induced, and prac
tically brought to bear, in every day's common 
proceedings? Who visits th~ sick? Who at
tends the death-bed of the departing? Who 
plans and prosecutes benevolent missions into 
heathen countries? Who has the ardour of 
charity, arising from a perception of the im
portance of their own principles, and inextin
O'uishable benevolence towards the whole hub 

man race? 
Contrast, in point of mere benevolence, the 

lives and deportment of such an infidel as Rous-
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seau, and such a Christian as Doddridge; the 
one all pride, selfishness, fury, caprice, rage, 
gross sensuality-casting about firebrands and 
death-professing 'no rule of morals but his 
feelings, abusing the finest powers to the dis
semination, not merely of objections against 
Christianity, but of the most licentious and pro
'fligate principles: Doddridge, all purity, mild
'ness, meekness and love, ardent in his goodwill 
to man the friend and counsellor of the sorrow-, 
ful; regular, calm, consistent; dispensing peace 
imd truth by his labours and writings, living ~ot 
for himself, but for the common good, to whIch 
he sacrifices his health and even life. 

Or contrast such a man as Volney with 
Swartz. They both visit distant lands, they ~re 
active and indefatigable in their pursuits, they 
acquire celebrity; and communicate respe.c
tively a certain impulse to their widened CIr
cles. But the one, jaundiced by infidelity, the 
sport of passion and caprice, lost to all argu
ment and right feeling, comes home to diffuse 
the poison of unbelief, to be a misery to him
self, the plague and disturber of his country, 
the dark calumniator of the Christian faith. 
The other rem~ins far from his native land to 
preach the peaceful doctrine of the gospel on 
the shores of India: he becomes the friend and 
brother of those whom he had never seen and 
only heard of as fellow-creatures; he diffuses 
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blessings for half a century; he ensures the ad~ 
miration of the heathen prince near whom 
resides; he becomes the mediator between con-, , 

tending tribes and nations; he establishes a' 
reputation for purity, integrity,disinterestedness, 
meekness, which compel all around to respect" , 
and love him; he forms churches, he instructJ 
children, he disperses the seeds of charity and. 
truth; he is the model of all the virtues he en
joins.

I 
, I do not stop to ask which is the bene

volent individual? I do not stop to ask what is 
the result of this third step in our contrast. I 
see infidelity selfish, proud, resentful, the enemy 

. of the domestic affections, the contemner, of fe~ 
male innocence, without motives or effort fol" 
real, laborious, effective beneficence-I see 
Christians overflowing with love, ready for every 
deed of mercy, with a heart full of benevolence, 
and a hand full of blessings. I see its eye b~am 
with charity; and I read in its whole spirit, the 
distinctive impress of the religion which comes 
from heaven. 

The argument advances. The futility of the 
speculative objections of infidelity, in them
selves, is still more clearly demonstrated by 
contrasting the men who frame them, with sin-

1 See Reports of East India Mission, published by Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge-and Memoirs of 

Swartz.-Rousseau's and Volney's lives are as notorious as 
their names. 
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cere Christians, in the principles from which 
the respective opinions spring, the moral and 
religious conduct with which they are associ~ted, 

, and the measure of genuine benevolence which 
they produce. , 

But we pass to the contrast between the two 
classes, 

II. As TO THEIR MORE PUBLIC LABOURS 

AND THE WRITINGS THEY HAVE SUBMITTED 

TO THE EYE OF MANKIND. 

For this is something more than the consid~r
ation of their conduct generally. Few points 
can better show whether men are likely to have 
truth on their side, as to such a subject as Chris
tianity, than their more considerable under
takings, and especially their elaborate writings 
submitted to the public eye. Here you dis-

, cover what they are deliberately aim~ng at. 
N ow what characterises the chief labours of , 

the infidel body? What is there of public spi
rit, love of their country, disinterested patrio
tism, generous self-devotion? Religion in COIl

nexion with Christianity, and all that bears 
upon it, they follow with deep-rooted contempt; 
but what do they undertake for promoting the 
more abstract and universal obligations of reli
gion, as distinguished from the express com
mands and the peculiar revelations of the gospel? 
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Where are the proofs of labour and diligence ito . 
inculcate moral and religious principles as the 
foundation of personal and social happiness! 
Where are the efforts to emancipate men" by 
prud,ent and self-denying labours, fromigno
rance, ,injustice, oppression, slavery? Where 
are the patient endeavours, resting on the calm 
conviction of a righteous cause, and nourished 
by zeal in a good project, which bear them over 
obstacles, and carry them on to a distant but· 
well-earned success? 

There are schemes, indeed, formed by infide
lity-but schemes for demoralizing theirfellow
creatures; there are attempts-but attempts 
at revolution, anarchy, the subversion of all, 
constituted authority; there are projects-but 
projects to sow the seeds of discontent, divi
sion, . domestic and social misery; there are 
leaders-but leaders in immorality, stubborn
ness, vice, rebellion; there are examples-but 
examples of hypocrisy, flattery, chicane, th~ 
desertion of undertakings when they involve ex
pense and trouble, a fawning on the great, views 
of private ambition and aggrandisement. 

But as' to virtuous effort for the good of man
kind, there is a total blank, generally speaking. 
No doubt, many individuals may have promoted 
incidentally the welfare of mankind; but as to 
systematic, self-devoted' labours, undertaken 
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with firmness and pursued from principle, for 
the glory of God and the good of men, infide
lity does not ev'en pretend to them. 
,: . And then, as to their writings, we yield them 
all they demand on the score of wit, talent, di
ligence, elegance of style-but we ask, what 
are the moral characteristics of their works? 
What the object in view? What the probabi
lity that their objections to Christianity were the 
dictates of candid inquiry and honest search 
after truth? What the indications of moral and 
religious feeling, knowledge of the subject of 
Christianity, freedom from disqualifying preju

dice? 
Take the infidel writings in 'Our own country 

·at the close of the seventeenth century, or 
those of the last age on the conlinent. Examine 
the works of Chubb or Tindal, of Hobbs or 
Woolston, of Bolingbroke or Collins. See what 
Voltaire, in his voluminous productions, was 
aiming at. Mark the bearings of the works of 
Dider6t, D'Alembert, Rousseau, and the other 
French infidels. Come down to present times
what are the writings of Hume, Gibbon, Byron, 
Shelley, Paine, and Carlile, in our own coun
try? 

EGOTISM is the first characteristic of their 
writings as a body. They have evidently the 
highest opinion of their own consequence-self 
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th~ moment t~le Christian cause lies open'to 
mIsrepresentation. The corruption ofthete~ik 
of books, the misstatement of matters of faeli 
the grossest unfairness in citations are accOlluteA 
lawful by them in their contest with religi6ri.)111 

We charge them further with INSIDIOUSLY 

COR~UPT.ING. THE LITERATURE of their/day, 
a.nd mfusmg mto works of a scientific descrip~ 
tlOn, those doubt~ and objections which th~y 
had not . themanlm~ss to avow. We chiarge 
them wIth prosecutmg a covert and dishonest 
warfare. . We charge them with treachery',tt> 
the best mterests of truth and sincerity. 'We 
say that the artifices of Hume and GibboU:!in 
this c.o~n.try, and" of the Encyclopredi~ts ih 
an ~dJOlmng one, are disgraceful to men prd
fessmg to be under the government of Al
mighty God, and amenable to him for their 
actions. 

We charge them, lastly, with a measure of 
IMPURITY AND LICENTIOUSNESS which has no 
parallel, except in the grossest productions· of 
h~athen G:eece and Rome. We charge them 
WIth p~rsumg this obscure and disgusting pur
pose WIth an art and a pertinacity, which indicates 
the total. dissolution of moral principle and a 
heart entIrely corrupted by vice and sensuality. 

In short, we demand one thing. Where is the 
infidel publication which is calm, well-reasoned 
placed on fair grounds of historical fact, pro~ 
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Piosed with the modesty and fear which the aw
fp~ responsibility involved demands? Where is 
~he manly, upright, serious treatise, bearing the 
,Ip~rks of a sincere, a devout, and an unpreju
diced inquirer? I know not one. 

1 I, " 

I' rhe, only relief to the benevolent mind, 
amidst such a mass of moral evil, is to turn to 
';4~~"'u~~ful labours and meritorious and able 
~~~tings of sincere Christians. What do they 
IP~op~e to themselve~? What public under
,takings do they engage in? What kind of 
efforts do they sustain for the mere good of 
others, and in obedience to their Saviour's com
mands? What probability is there, that they 
have truth on their side in what they do? 
These are the questions we propose. 

I appeal to everyone competent to form a 
judgment. I say, . every true, spiritual Chris
tian is the cheerful servant of his fellow-crea
tures. I say, he not only sustains the princi
ples of religion and morals; that he not only 
performs' the ordinary obligations resulting from 
them; that he not only is animated with the 
purest spirit of benevolence; but that his life 
is a life of labour for the good of others: he 
has a principle of effort and active duty im
plante~ in his breast, which shrinks from ,no 
difficulties, refuses no exertion, yields to no dis-

'I 
I 
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couragements in a good cause. In what de
partment of human life, is not the sincere 
Chris~ian foremost, prompt, persevering in 
planmng and exec~ting schemes of beneficence 
and charity? 

Take the ministers of religion, those who are 
real Christians in heart, (for we own no others,) 
what, I ask, has been their course o'f effort in 
every age since the propagation of Christianity? 
What their inextinguishable zeal for the pre
sent and future welfare of mankind? What their 
laborious and ceaseless exertions? 

Consider the different classes of Christians. 
Take the missionary who, like Swartz, to 
whom we before referred, or Zeigenbald, or 
Brainerd, or Elliott, or Gericke, or Claudius 
Buchanan, or Martyn, have in silent and un
observed and distant labours, spent an useful 
and honourable life. 

Observe the sincere Christians who are en
gaged in various professions, or occupied in com
mercial pursuits-what are the extensive schemes 
which they form to make their secular'subserve 
their religious duties-to make their profession' 
or .t~eir commerce a channel of communicating 
spmtual blessings? 

Scrutinize again the individual believer in 
the more retired orders of Christian society
the female !'ex, the various descriptions of do-
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mestic servants, in their ;private, but assiduous 
diliO'ence, beyond and beside their immediate 

b • 

duties, for promoting the glory of God and the 
happiness of mankind. The female character, 
elevated and refined by Christianity, is not only 
preserved from debasement by the purity of the 
Christian precepts. but is animated to patient 
and humble,. though retired, efforts to advance 
the highest interests of humanity. 
'Christianity is all effort and activity for 

the good of others. The belie~er loves his 

neighbour as himself. 
And why should I contrast the WRITINGS of 

the true followers of Christianity, with the dis
gusting picture which truth has compelled me 
to draw of the infidel publications? Why should 
I oppose the HUl\lILLTY of the Christian wri
ter, with the egotism of the infidel? Why con-
trast his SELF-RENUNCIATION and conscious 
unworthiness and. PURSUIT OF THE SOLE GLORY 
OF HIS GOD AND SAVIOUR, with the vanity and 
love of fame of the infidel? Why should 1 set 
off his BENIGNITY AND KINDNESS AND OPEN
NESS TO CONVICTION, AND FREEDOM FROM 
PERSONAL FEELINGS, with the malignity and 
rancour of the unbeliever? What avails my 
bringing into contrast the regard to truth, the 
plain research for matters of fact, the piety 
and awe at the name of God and reverence of 
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his majesty, which pervade the Christian writ~' 
ings, with the false and impious and contemptu"! 
ous spirit of infidels? Why should I fatigue you. 
by detailing the strong moral distinctions be.( 
tween virtue and vice, in all their ramifications~: 
which mark the Christian treatises, and the per
nicious confusion of right and wrong which pre
vails in the infidel? No; I will not pursue the .' 
contrast, I will not darken the charges ofdis~ 
honest quotation, insidious and cowardly me. 
thods of attack, and' impurity of description: 
and language, brought so justly against infide;-' 
lity, by dwelling in this place on the historical 
testimonies and uncontroverted facts on which 
the Christian cause rests; on the open, manly, 
uncompromising fortitude which it displays; 
and the unsullied purity and delicacy of all its 
precepts and tendencies. All these things are 
too well known. 

But I ask how is it that Christian writers are 
so full, so manly, so laborious in the positive 
exhibition of the doctrines and precepts of their 
religion, when nothing of the sort can be shown 
in the writi~gs of infidels as to the system 
of natural duty which they profess to defend 1 
Where are the writings, on the unbeliever's part;' ~ '" 
which answer to our Christian fathers, to our 
commentators, to our ecclesiastical histories, to 
our moral essays, to our volumes of sermons, 
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to'our bodies of divinity? Where are any writ
ers, on their profes.sed scheme of religion, 
which answer to our Cyprian, our Chrysostom, 
our 8t. Austin, our Bernard? Where to our 
Hooker, our Jewel, our Luther, our Melancthon, 
our Pascal, our Sir Isaac Newton, our Bishop 
Pearson, our Baxter, our Archbishop Leighton, 
our Bishop Hall, our Doddridge? A death-like 
silence prevails. I can find no one Christian book 
that does not partake of the essential moral ele
ments of.truth, purity, and sincerity; and no one 

. infidel writing that does. No. It is unnecessary 
for me to sum up this second head. I content 
myself with appealing to every conscience, whe
ther our argument does not strengthen as we 

, proceed-'Yhether, in point of public labour and 
. writings, Christianity does not bear as promi
. ' nentiy the seal of truth and God and heaven 

upon it, as infidelity does that of falsehood and of 
the rebellious spirits of darkness ? I ask, whether, 
after having shown the futility of the objec
tionsof infidelity in themselves, we do not seem 
to have completed the overthrow, by exhibiting 
the deliberate aim of those who framed them? 
I'ask, whether objections are worth considering 
which must be culled out from the dishonesty, 
egotism, malignity, and moral pollution, of the 
works in which they are buried? 

. But an additional fact will raIse this whole 

VOL. It. DD 

, 



402 CONFESSIONS. [LECT. XXII. 

branch of proof to a yet higher point. In p~~ 
merous cases, all these excellencies of the 
Christian character have been the result of a 
DECIDED CONVERSION FROM THE VERY IN~ 

FIDELITY which lies on the other side of ouf 
/ . 

contrast. Multitudes of these Christians, whose 
principles, moral conduct, benevolence, and 
useful writing's we have been cOIli3idering, were 

. once enemies of Christianity, vain, perverse, arro
gant,debased, profligate; but they were brought 
to consideration-they were ~ed to examine, (as 
I have mentioned in the case of Mr. Boyle,) 
the question of Christianity with calmness. 
The result was an' entire change from the de .. 
gradation and vices Qf infidelity, to the elevation 
and purity ofthe Christian faith. They proclai"l 
the alteration. They conf~ss with grief the mo
tives which dictated their former rebellion; th,ey 
distinctly avow the source of their errors a~d 
guilt; they open to us the real cause of the 
objections of infidelity. Thus the camp of the 
enemy betrays itself. The Christian advo,:, 
cate, like Augustine in the fourth century, is 
brought out from the midst of its foes; and we 
have the singular advantage of knowing the 
ground on which infidels, continuing such, 
stand, by the ground on which the~ Christian 
convert confesses he once stood himself. 

Infidelity has nothing to show of a kind 
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similar to this. Where are her converts from 
among devout and serious Christians? Where 
are those who confess the guilt of believing the 
revelation of the Bible? Where are the regrets 
and penitence for having obeyed the gospel? 
All is a blank. Infidelity and her objections, 
are DISOBEDIENCE; faith, wIth her solid fruits, 
is OBEDl ENCE to the great God and Father 
of all. 

But I hasten to the last division of our con
trast. 

III. THEIR DEATHS AND PREPARATION 
FOR AN ETERNAL STATE OF BEING. 

And here the interval widens: the gloom 
deepens even to darkness on. the one side, 

, whilst the light breaks forth into splendour on 
the Other. Whatever contrast there may be 
between the two classes, as to their principles, 
their general conduct, their benevolence, their 
public labours and writings, this contrast is 
immeasurably more awful as we view them as 
to their approach toward death, and their prepa
ration for eternity . 
. What, then, is the death-bed of the unbe

liever? What is he engaged in at this solemn 
season? How does his conscience respond to 

k' th'l" the inquiry, " Have I been see mg tru , 
Alas! the thick obscurity of the scene too surely 

D D 2 
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portends what' is beyond! For of wha,tever.· 
particular description be his death, it gives .. .., . 
loud and clear testimony against the objectiQn$: 
he has been relying on-they condemn,. they~ 
desert, they betray him at last. "a; 

Whether we look to the confessions. and,. 
regret of some infidels in the al"ticle of death~ 
the obduracy and insensibility of others-the 
pride and presumption of a third class~the. 
carelessness and levity which mark a fourth;. 
the rage and despair by which others are,ren::, 
dered awfully conspicuous; or the self-destruc
tion by which so great a number fall; whateve~ 
cases we select and contrast with the circum. 
stances of the dying Christian-all, all pro
claim that infidelity is rebellion against the, 
God of heaven, and that her objections are the 
mere foaming and boiling over of man's inbred. 
corruptions; whilst, truth and holiness and the/ 
attestations of God, in his moral government" 
are on the side of Christianity. 

1. Notice the REGRET AND CONFE&SIONS: 

of the awakened infidel on his death-bed. 1 
hear Burnet's convert} acknowledge thatthei 
real ~ource and spring of his 'unbelief, was a 
space of five years spent. in .. ,;profligacy-:-' 
that his vices had led him to, ·seek a ~ miserable·· 
refuge in infidelity and presumpti,on. I. hear, 

1 Lord Rochester. 

LECT. XXI!.] CONTRASTED. 405 

many of the culprits, who have been doomed 
to' expiate their crimes against ~ociety by al,). 
ignominious death, own and lament their infi
del principles, as the first cause of the deeds 
for which they suffered.} What do these con
fessions teach me?' Where is the Christian 
that ever lamented on a dying bed his be
lief in the revelation of the Gospel? I ask 
for a single example of any sincere believer in 
Revelation, being confused and ashamed at last 
for his faith. Where is the instance? I de
mand only one, if it exists, that at the least I 
may weigh the fact against the numerous,-. the 
innumerable instances I was going to say-of 
confession, and shame, and sorrow. which the 
victims of infidelity furnish. Multitudes of 
Christians have regretted that they had not 
more fully ob~yed their religion, but not one 
that he had reposed his trust in it. 

2. But take the OBDURATE AND INSENSIBLE 

class of death-bed scenes. I approach the 
dying infidel, occupied to the last in~tant w.ith 
secular concerns, calculating on the time whIch 
remains for him, without a thought or reference 
to eternity;· without a reflection on the past, or 

. I I have in my possession a letter from the chaplain, who 
attended the conspirators against the lives of his Majesty's 
ministers, in 1809, known by the name of the Cato-street 
conspirators, which informed me that all the leading crimi

nals were avowed infidels. 
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a prayer for the future; utterly callous to every 
thing that regards him as an immortal and ac
countable creature; repelling the voice and 
invitations of the minister of religion. What 
does all this proclaim? What is there here of 
a right state of heart '! Is insensibility to the 
greatest of all concerns reasonable or becom
ing in man? 

Contrast with this insensibility the dyi~g 
couch of the Christian. He perceives death 
to approach; he prepares for the event; he 
examines his heart and life; he calls in the 
minister of grace; he confesses every past sin.; 
he forgives every injury; he composes him$elf 
to the nearer struggle with the great foe; he 
trusts to the mercy of God in Jesus Christ; he 
commends his children, his servants, to the care 
of a kind and powerful heavenly Father; he 
dies in peace. Nature, conscience, the slight
est moral feeling, compel one to declare that 
this man is right-and the e>ther deceived and 
ruined. It is impossible to look on the one 
without horror, or on the other without an a$· 
surance of his future happiness and joy. 

3. But contrast the PRIDE AND PREsq~-1P
TION of other infidels at the approach of death, 
~ith the humility and prostration of heart which 
meekly adorn the departing Christian. I see 
Gibbon, full of vanity to the last dregs of life, 
calculating, only twenty hours before its close, 
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on the probability of a con,tinued existence for 
fifteen years; confessing, that as life wore 
away, the failure of hope gave" a browner 
tint to the prospects of man;" and meeting 
the Almighty, whom he had been by his la
borious and artful infidelity and licentiousness, 
daring to his lace, with' a treacherous confi
dence. What, what does such a scene teach 
one? Or, again, when I hear the last pre
sumptuous accents of Rousseau, claiming the 
favour of his Creator, and declaring that he re
turned him his soul pure and immaculate as he 
had received it, what does it impress upon the 

attentive mind? 
Let the humility of the Christian's death-

bed give the proper reply. I see the almost 
unequalled Pascal, after a life of eminent sanc
tity, and the composition of works which have 
long been the admiration of Christendom, ap
proaching his end. During his malady, cha
rity and patience were the conspicuous fea
tures of his mind. His humility was such, 
that he desired to ha,ve a poor sick person 
brought into his chamber, and receive the same 
attentions with himself. Being interrogated 
by the minister of religion as to his faith, 
before he received the sacrament, he said, "Yes, 
sir; I believe all that with all my heart." He 
then said, " May God never leave me;" which 
were his last words, except short thanksgivings, 
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hc/c.H'C ho lell gently asleep, as it were, in~ihi", '" . , 
.. ,aVlOlI)' S IlrIllS. :1/ ~i 

4. Come with me to another scene. ,:Let Olen 
show you the TRIFLING AND CARELESS infidel; 
in contrast with the serious and solemn Chris

Oif 
. 

tian in their last hours; and let conscience sa,!,: 
which has followed truth. Hume is near his end ... ,,' 
Levity and satire occupy his discourse. : Her' 
jokes about Lucian, and Charon, and the crazY'1 
boat, and the fabled Styx; he frames variousr 
reasons, which he might assign for delaying his! 
transmission. Trifling dissipation, even games;1 
at whist, fill the intervals. The retouching of,. 
his infidel writings is his employment .. ,He.! 
finishes on his death-bed,-I relate it with hor-:. 
ror,-his Essay on Suicide, in which he en .... , 
cOUl'ages a profane and irreligious age, to this! 
last miserable act of presumption and despair.!> 
In this frame he dies. What an over-acted parthi 
What a frightful unconcern! What ~n unnatural1 
contempt of that dissolution of the mortaL 
frame, which sin has induced, and which car.'f 
ries man before the tribunal of God! Is this 
the hero of your natural religion? Is this the 
man, whose cold-blooded scepticism was only. 
equalled by the disgusting licentiousness of his I 

moral code; who overturns all testimony with. 
one hand, and all virtue with the other ? Yes, ' 
the brand of the Almighty did not appear more 

I· 

., 
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Visible in the judicial obduracy of Pharaoh, than 
in the infidel heing given up to the levity of such 
a death-bed. 

IHow opposite to this the seriousness of the 
judicious Hooker; a man superior to Hume in 

. all the powers of the mind, as well as in all the 
moral and religious endowments of the heart. 
His last words were, " J have lived to see this 
world is made up of perturbation, and I have 
been long preparing to leave it, and have been 
gathering comfort for the dreadful hour of 
making up my account with God, which I now 
apprehend to be near: and though I have, by 
his grace, loved him in my youth, and feared him -
in mine age, and laboured to have a conscience 
void of offence to him, and to all men; yet, if 
thou, Lord, be extreme to mark what I have 
done amiss, who can abide it? And therefore, 
where I have failed, Lord, show mercy to me; 
for I plead not my righteousness, but the for
giveness of my unrighteousness, for his merits, 
who died to purchase a pardon for penitent 
. " smners. 

5. But I must go on to present to you, pain
ful as is the task, the RAGE AND DESPAIR 

with which some infidels are visited in their 
death; and contrast it with the joy and triumph 
which frequently mark. that of the faithful 
Christian. 
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In his second part of the "Age of Reason';~ . 
Paine had boasted that a fever which he and . 
those about him expected to prove mortal, - . 
made him remember.., with renewed satisfac:' 
tion, that he had written the former part oC . 
that work, and he "knew therefore," he saia, . 
" by experience, the conscientious trial of his 
own principles." But when he actually ap:' 
proached the grave, he began to betray those 
terrors which before he had laughed at. Often~ 

for a long time together, he exclaimed "0 , . 
Lord, help me! 0 Christ, help me! " As his 
illness increased, he would not be left alone; . 
night nor day; nor would he suffer his attend; 
ant out of his sight. His physician pressed 
him to confess his guilt and errors, but he sul
lenly refused, in a way which convinced Dr. 
Manly, that if he had not been an infidel so 
~ompletely pledged to the world, he would / 
publicly have revoked and renounced his infi~' . 
$lelity. He declared on one occasion, " that if 
ever the devil had had an agent upon earth, he 
had been one." When his infidel companions 
said, You have lived like a man-we hope you 
will die like one; he observed to one near him, 
"You see, sir, what miserable comforters I 
have." The woman whom he had seduced 
from her husband, lamented to her neighbours, 
" For this man I have given up my family and. 
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my friends, my property and - my religion~~ 
Judge, then, of my distress, when he tells me, 
that the principles he has taught me, will not 
bear nie out." 
; . And what were .the last days of Voltaire 1 
Hypocrisy the most debasing, and terrors the 
most frightful, united to render them a fearful 
lesson of what infidelity may bring a man to at 
last. When he thought himself in danger ~f 
death, he sent for the Abbe Gauthier, crying out, 
," I do not wish to have my boc,ly cast into the 
common sewer." He then scrupled not to declare, 
that " he wished to die in the Catholic religion, 
in which he was born, and that he asked pardon 
of God and the church for the offences that he 
Wight have committed against them." As 
death approached, his terrors overcame him. 
His friends never came near him, but to witness 
their own shame. He said to them, " Sirs, it 
is you who have brought me to my present 
state; begone-I could have done without you 
all." He was alternately supplicating and 
blaspheming God, and crying out, " 0 Christ! 
o Jesus Christ P" M. Tronchin, struck with 
horror, retired, confessing, the death-bed of the 
impious man was awful indeed. The Marshal 

I M. Auger passes over his death-bed scene, by confessing 
generally, that much obscurity rests upon it-a pretty clear 
intimation of what he suspected to be the real truth. 
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Richlieu flew from the bed-side, declaring'the 
.sight too terrible to be sustained. And ,the 
nurse who attended him, being many years 
afterwards requested to wait on a sick Pro~ 
testant gentleman, refused, till she was assured' 
he was not a philosopher; declaring, if he were, 
she would on no account incur the danger' of 
witnessing such a scene as she had been com
pelled to do at the death of M. Voltaire.! 

1 This simple incident is most touching and important.:.....:.n 
is nature itself.-I received the account from the son of the 
gentleman to whose dying bed the woman was invited, by a 
letter now in my possession. . 

Of the posthumous mischief effected by Voltaire, this ~al~ 
culation may give some idea. His death took place in 1778 : 

Between the years 1817 and 1824, the Paris editions o'f hi; 
works amounted to 1A17,000 volumes. Supposing the sam~' 
number to have been Circulated in the six years that have' 

. pas~ed since 1824; and twice the number in the forty pre-, 
cedmg, we have a total of nearly six millions of volumes issued, 
from the. Paris pres~ only; and every volume teeming wit~ . 
errors, Imsre~resen~~tlOns, objections against Christianity, and. 
the grossest. !mpufltles, . What must be the state of society 
on the Contment, to receive such a mass of evil-and wh:at 
the account to be rendered at th; bar of God by the author 
of it all! . 

The Lectures of Mr. Boyle, which have furnished, durinlf 
more than a century, the ablest defences of Christianity
the works of Lu.ther-the thoughts of Pascal-the writing~ 
of ~ooker-the mnumerable Christian books silently diffused 
d~rmg ages, and scattering knowledge aud piety in th~ 
widest manner, outweigh, no doubt, the mi~chiefs of these .. 
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I' And now, turn your eye to 'yond~r crowd; it 
surrounds the· Christian martyr; B:pproach
hear. the dying Polycarp rejoicing in his Sa
viour, when cast to the lions. 'Or see the female 
martyr Blandina, in the next age, triumphing 
by faith, even under the most brutal persecution. 
Or view the noble leaders of the English Re
formatio~l, Ridley and Latimer. They meet at 
the stake-they encourage each other to suffer 
with pleasure; "Be of good heart, brother," says 
Ridley to his companion, "for God will either 
assuage the fury of the flame, or else strengthen 
us to abide it." He then calmly addresses his 
prayers to the Almighty, " 0 heavenly Father, 
J give unto Thee most hearty thanks, for that 
thou hast called me to be a professor of Thee, 
even unto death. I beseech Thee, 0 Lord God, 
take mercy on this realm of England, and de
liver the same from all her enemies." The fire 
being kindled, he cried out, "Into thy. hand, 0 
Lord, I commend my spirit; Lord, receive my 
spirit !"-and Latimer, in similar words, " 0 
Father of heaven, receive my soul!" 

Such is Christianity in martyrdom. But 
take a different scene. Enter the silent cham
ber of sickness, and hear the accents of triumph 
and joy fall from the Christian's lips. Oberlin, 

infidel works; without lessening our regret or detestation at 

their unparalleled wickedness. 
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the devout and benevolent pastor of the Ban de 
la Roche, sinks imperceptibly into the arms of 
death. For nearly sixty years, he had been the 
friend of all his parishioners, the, helper of the 
poor, the minister of improvements, the founder' 
of public edifices, the author of a more~cultivated 
language, the discoverer of infant schools, thd 
noble and disinterested servant of God his Sa~ 
~iour.l He had been, not only the minister, and 
evangelist, but the schoolmaster, farmer,nie.;'. ' 
chanic, and physician of his people. As de'atli 
approached, he gave himself to prayer for himd 
self and his parishioners, specifying the parti'.:·· 
cul~r names of each. ' He longed for the joyfu\ '. 
period when, released from hjs narrow prison1 
house,of clay, he might enter upon that happiJ 
ness, which he humbly expected through th~ 
merits of the Son of God. His last hours corlu( 
on. He exclaims, as his strength pe~mitsj: 
" Lord Jesus, take me speedily! N everthelessJ' 
thy will be done!" Tenderly embracing d 
young Christian minister, he said, " The Lord 
bless you, and all who are dear to you! maj 
he be with you day and night!" As his spirit 
was departing, he joined his hands, raisedhii 

J 
I In 1818, a gold medal was presented to him by the Royal' 

and Central Agricultural Society of Paris, for his improve! 
ments in agriculture, and his advancement of the interests 
humanity. 
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eyes towards heaven, his countenance beaming 
with faith, joy, and love.l 

, 6. Ahd how can I proceed to set before you, 
as I must, THE SUICIDAL HORRORS which too 
'often spring from infidelity; in contrast with the 
meek patience under suffering, of the humble 
Christian? Yes, the pride and vain objections of 
unbelievers give way un~er them. Abandoned 
Of the Spirit of grace, they may believe their 
own lie; but they have no hold really of that 
natural religion which, for the purposes of ar
gument, they will 'defend. All their pursuits, 
and habits, and principles, have been cherishing 
selfish passions, a sense of personal importance, 

· discontent and misanthropy, licentious indul
gences pushed to satiety, and issuing in a total 
dissolution of the moral principle. -The ob- . 
ject of pity and contempt to mankind, they 
have no refuge in the time of calamity, which 
they often create by their crimes; and then, 
hurried forward by Satan, the great murderer, 
they hesitate not, oftentimes, to lay violent hands 
on themselves.2 Thus fearfully do too many of 

• them close the career of vanity, presumption, 
, and defiance of the Almighty. Thus does the 
· last and most daring of all provocations, a crime 

I Memoirs of Oberlin. 
t The number of suicides in France during the reign of 

infidelity and atheism, was frightful. 
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which heathen moralists condemned, and which! 
outrages that first powerful principle of self-pre
servation implanted in all animated beings by . 
the Creator, close the moral pro~f against the 
infidel, and serve to seal, with the indignation - . 
of the great Governor of the universe, a cause' 
which peculiarly provokes his divine majesty. ; 

Contrast with this the meek patience of the
suffering Christian, when nature, oppressed, 
with disease, and racked with pain, reposes, 
yet on the bosom of Omnipotence: and flies for' 
succour to the arms of a merciful and all.;wise: 
God. Yes, instead of thinking of the desperate 
resource of self-destruction, he finds relief 
in faith and resignation; he is sustained by 
the gracious Spirit; he submits humbly to the 
divine appointments; he says, " Not my will, , 
but thine be done." 

But I need not confine myself, as I have 
done, to an appeal to public authorities, and: 
the lives of saints, recorded in writings ac
cessible to all. I might appeal to the observa; 
tion of actual matters of fact, occurring under, 
the eye of the minister of religion; and, indeed; 
of every Christian at all advanced in the journey 
of life, and furnished with occasions of making 
the remark. 

You have seen the venerable father of a fa
mily, after a long life of useful diligence, meet~ . 
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ing the last agonies of sickness, and the extreme 
struggle of nature, with unyielding patience ;a 
mind reposing on God; a steady, humble, firm 
acquiescence in the divine will; a freedom from 
discontent. and repining; a full persuasion that 
a heavenly rest awaits him-in this w~y he de
parts, ,and leaves the fragrance of his example to 
his children. 

You hav'e seen the aged and beloved mother, 
in extreme weakness, waiting year after year 
for the coming of her Lord. Languishing dise'ase 
visits her frame; nature feels and shrinks from 
suffering, but religion steps in; the principles 
acted upon through life sustain her in meek 
submission to' the holy will of her heavenly 
Father; the struggle is over, and she is made 
more than a c~mqueror through him that hath 

loved her. 
You have followed . through years of intense 

pain and suffering, an affectionate w~fe, the mo
ther of your children, the compamon of your 
sorrows. Christianity has never failed her. 
Patience has had her perfect work: A prospect 
of heaven has gilded the margin of the tomb. 
Anguish and grief have been felt, but have been 
sustained by the inward supplies of grace and 
consolation. Prayer, exhortations to her chil
dren, praises'to her Redeemer, meditations on 
the glories of heaven, have beguiled the hours 
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of suffering, and have carried nature above 
itself. 

You have seen the beloved child, in the first 
bloom of youth, snatched by a stroke of ca .. 
lamityor disease from your anxious and flatter
ing hopes; but you have seen the Christian 
faith, as the anchor of the soul, support the 
sufferer, pour in a flood of light and peace into 
the dark, dark chamber, and begin, even upon 
earth, the joy and the songs of the redeemed 
in heaven. 

These scenes are occurring daily. The re-; 
cords of every family where real Christianity 
is known, contain such histories. And, < in 
truth, all the preceding points of the contrast 
are equally verified in the private annals of 
Christian affection; just as the same private re. 
collections furnish unnumbered confirmations of 
what we have asserted, from public documents, 
as to the deaths of unbelievers. 

'j 

And how can I bring myself to say any thing, 
after this contrast, on the respective PREPARA~ 
TION FOR AN ETERNAL STATE OF BEING, as 
made by the two classes before us ? How can 
I pause to ask you which prepares most ra
tionally and efficiently for that future world 
which they profess, in common, to be the great 
object of life? Place the two bodies in con, 

LECT. XXI [.J OF LIFE. 419 

trast, in this respect. View them with all the 
impartiality which can be brought to bear on 
the subject, and tell me which fulfils best the 
ends of theIr being, as immortal, accountable 
creatures, placed in a state of probation, and 
preparing themselves, by the ~abits which they 
now acquire, for a correspondent state of exist
ence through eternity. 

The very question answers itself; so com
pletely are ~he professed principles of the 
infidel belied ip. practice. He has, in truth, 
no principles; he acts as if he had no 
soul; he sinks man into the brute; he oblite
rates the distinction of reason and moral go
vernment; he plays the desperate game of 
daring the almighty ;Judge of the world. The 
end of man's being is lost, so far as the unbe
liever is concerned, if that end be to honour 
God, his . Creator; to love and serve him, to 
please and worship, to regard and reverence 
bis name. The end of man's being is lost, if it 
be to rise from the lower appetites and the do
minion. ,of sensuality, to spiritual' enjoyments, 
tbe contemplation of ,heaven, the exercises of 
holy affections. The erid of man!s being :is lost, 
if it be to disseminate the largest measure of 
bappiness.to ,exercise kindness and benignity 
to hi,S fellow;creatures, to purify and enlarge 
his moral faculties, and to attain the highest 

EE2 
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measure. of the love of God and ,man. " ,The:'enl 
of man's being is lost, if it be to have. an eye P~[ . 
his eternal destinies, and. consider himself, ,a' 
stranger here on earth, whose. home"whos&' 
happiness, whose repose is hea\'en. Infide1itY' 
is the wretched device to indulge the. worst: 
propensities of a fallen understanding and ,a; . 

fallen heart; it virtually excludes God ,and're~ 
ligion from the regard of man; it chains him 
down to earth, and shuts out from his view all 
that would disencumber~ elevate, and bless him.i 
There lies the low, grovelling, ~enslaved crea.: 
ture; all his nobler powers depressed;his;con.;.; 
nexion with God and eternity forgotten; the 
sport of objection· and prej udice and lust and 
malignant passions; with no religion to cOl-uisel: 
him here, no futurity to reward him hereafter""":"",:' 
But it cannot be. Man cannot altogether,ob.r 
literate his moral nature. Conscience' refuses 
the compact. The aspirations and breathings 
of man after immortality cannot be altogether, 
suppressed. The infidel is wretchedrdissatis~ 
fied, foreboding-though an atheist in prinCiple 
if not in words, he is compelled to feel even herel 
the retributive justice which the Almighty does 
not fail to exercise. i!i 

And now, turn to the real Christian. After 
making every deduction for his imperfections! 
and the consequences of temptation; yet, what 
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:is the main bent of his character? .All bears 
:on the end of man'; all tends to elevate, to 
1)Uri~, to bless him. The immortality and im
,materiality of the soul, a future judgment, the 

. ,state of probation in which he now is; a pre':' 
'paration, by habits acquired here, for the enjoy
,ment of eternity; a regard to God, the supreme 
Arbiter-these principles enter into all his con
.duct, and regulate the business of every day. 
,To subdue his fallen propensities-to press down 
;the cravings of appetite-to extirpate the seeds 
'.of the malignant passions, is his main design. His 
pursuits, his religious duties,: his conversaiion, 
,his reading, all tend to these objects. He 
:labours . to give the soul the advantage over the 
;body; to give the future the advantage oyer the 
present; to give eternity the advantage over 
time; to. give to God and duty the advantage 

. ,over Satan and sin; and the peculiar disco
:veries of the Christianity which he believes~ 

. the grace' and revelation of Christ, and the in
fluences of the Spirit, carry him on toward his 
end-prepare him for eternity. The love of 
God and his Saviour fills his heart, and expands 
and strengthens his capacities for spiritual en
joyments. 

And there is this remarkable in the contrast 
.of the two classes, that each becomes more dis
·tinctly under the. influence, good and bad, of 
.his principle,S, as time flows on and death ap-
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pmaches. The infidel is worse the ]ongel',b\, 
lives; the Christian better. The infidel sinb 
lower; the Christian rises higher. The infidel 
is more gloomy; the Christian more cheerful. 
The infidel clings more tenaciously to the world. 
which he is quitting; the Christian is attracted 
more powerfully towards the heavenly state, to 
which he is going. " 

And what can speak more loudly, as to which 
ofthe classes has truth with it, than the contrast, 
so dark on the one side, so bright on the other! 
And there is less of doubt in the accuracy of 
these statements; because, whatever else the 
infidel may pretend to during life, he never 
claims much familiarity with a future world~ 
he boasts and glories in his earthly prospects:; 
he openly discards any pleasurable and volun
tary contemplation ofa heavenly state. Selfish, 
and sensual gratifications, schemes of worldly 
ambition, the pursuit of wealth or literature . , 
or lucre, are avowedly his objects. The Chris-
tian, on the other hand, has his delight in the 
contemplation of eternity; he converses will
ingly on a future world; he professes COD

tinually to delight in higher and nobler :and 
purer objects than any earthly possessions or 
acquirements. He has the stamp and seal of 
God and heaven upon him, as he approaches 
the close of his mortal career. 

The case speaks loudly, and appeals to every 
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conscience. Consider only the two classes 
of men on the largest scale. Leave out 
. all doubtful individuals. Take the thorough 
and complete unbeliever and the thorough and 

. complete Christian; and the more you examine 
the two characters in their principles, their 
practice, their claims to benevolence, their 
public labours and writings, their deaths, their
fulfilment of the ends of their being, the deeper 
will be your conviction of the truth of the 
Christian religion, and the utter folly and im
piety of infidelity. 

I dare not pursue the subject further. I 
shrink from the contemplation of the eternal con
dition of the two bodies of men. I could dwell, 
indeed, on the ineffable joys of the humble 
Christian, his immediate access to his Maker 
and Redeemer, his freedom from all pain, all 
imperfection, all change; his fruition of all the 
bliss of which his body and his soul are capa
ble: but the other side of the contrast would 
be too fearful. I draw a veil over the scene
I have said enough. 

I would fain persuade myself that there is 
not a young person before me, who does not 
feel convinced that the objections of infidelity 
turn out, as we predicted, to be a confirmation 
of the cause they were adduced.to oppose; that 
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they not only lose their force, but beconie one 
of .the most fruitful sources of subsidiary proof ' 
to the divine origin of the Bible. ;,j 

Yes; the whole question about Christianity; 
and its importance and truth, may be settled 
by the subject before us. . 1 

Conceive all the wise and good men throug~ 
every generation, and in the mostaistantcoun.: 
tries, who have agreed in receiving the Bible a~ 
a divine Revelation, to be assembled together: . 
Weigh their pretensions to your confidence; 

. Many of them have been noted for seriousness; 
erudition, extent of talent, penetration,: and 
impartiality in judging of men and, things. 
They have taken the utmost pains to satisfy 
themselves upon the question of the truth '~f 
Christianity. Their holy lives and patient suf
ferings, and happy deaths, (many of them ,by 
martyrdom,) command the, respect of all who 
know them, and are proper grounds of confi
dence, in their deliberate judgment, as to.' a 
question of religion. it 

Then assemble in another body, the leading 
infidels and unbelievers, who have lived in many 
generations, arid in distant countries, and who 
have agreed in rejecting, on the ground of spe
culative, and inconsistent, and oft-refuted ob
jections, the truth of Christianity. Weigh the 
natural grounds of.distrust on a religious ques-
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tion; which their habits, their tempers, their 
pursuits, their vicious lives, their fearful deaths, 
present.. Consider the atheism into which 
they have too often fallen. Consider the-
utter destitution of any thing in the place of 
,Christianity, which they are compelled to con
fess. Observe the levity, ridicule, scorn, ap
parent in their spirit and conduct. Mark the 
impurity and sensuality, the pride and pre
sumption, which prevail in their writings. Ob
serve their awful deaths. Weigh the manner 
in which they respectively prepare for an eter

nal world. 
TELL ME, THEN, WHICH COMPANY HAS 

TRUTH ON ITS SIDE. TELL ME. WHICH COM

PANY YO,U WOULD WISH TO BE FOUND IN AT 

THE BAR OF. GOD. 

, I' cannot but suppose that if an individual 
of any class of beings, of entire impartiality. 
of a sound mind, and of a holy disposition, 
should be shown the two companies of those 
who have received and those who have rejected 
the Scriptures;· and should compare the se..;' 
'ri6usness, learning, patient investigation of 
truth, solid judgment, holy, useful lives, manly 
and becoming composure in'a dying hour,. of the 
,one' company, with the character and conduct 
of the other,he would be induced, though he 
'knew nothing of the direct arguments for the 
Christian Revelation, to take up the Bible with 
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profound veneration, and the strongest prepos
session in its favour.l 

But, strong as this ground in favour of Chris
tianity is, you do not merely stand here. You 
place your feet, my young friends, upoq... the 
mass of external and internal evidences, on 
which its divine authority rests. You plant 
yourselves upon the testimonies 'by which it is 
maintained. You fix your standing; in the 
midst of a confused and dark world, upon an 
immoveable rock. 

It is only as a subsidiary argument that I have. 
been considering the vanity of the objections 
against Christianity in themselves and in the 
persons who advance them. 

Choose, then, your part more decidedly and 
boldly. If you have been at all entangled by 
the artful sophisms of scepticism, (and- nothing 
is more easy to the corrupt heart of man,) break 
through the fatal delusion. Awake to the true 
state of things. If you cannot answer those 
objections specifically, outweigh them by the 
positive facts of Christianity; outweigh them 
by considering the impertinence of speculative 
reasonings, against the historical and uncontro:' 
verted evidences of Revel~tion; outweigh them 
by remembering that they apply as much to 
Deism as they do to Christianity; outweigh 
them by recollecting that they are only trials of 

I Scott. 
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your sincerity and submission of heart to God. 
But, beside this, especially outweigh them by 
looking at th,e .lives and deaths of those who 
make objections to Christianity, and of those 
who obey Revelation. Death is near. The 
solemnities of that hour, no trifling, no obdu
racy can lessen. The awful consequences of 
that hour no tongue can describe. Reject, 
then, all the overtures of unbelief, which has no 
blessing of God in life nor in death. Fly from 
the, society of those persons -with whom you 
would not wish to be associated in eternity. 

Remember, if you would be joined with the 
righteous in their death, you must fonow their 
example in life. I know that you would prefer 
to enter another world with the wise and good. 
But the question of most practical importance 
is, WHICH COMPANY DO YOU WALK WITH IN 

,THE JOURNEY OF LIFE 1 Choose now, while 
time is granted you, the right path. Take, 
with wisdom and manliness, the side of truth. 
AU ungodliness is essentially infidelity; it 
,springs from that temper-it leads to it. Chris
tianity is essentially godliness and holiness. 
Obedience and disobedience to Almighty God 
form the substance of the two classes. 

All we have been stating in this L~cture, and, 
indeed, in all those on the internal evidences, 
,are the declarations of the moral Governor of 
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the world against infidelity, and in favour' 
Christianity: they are so many stamps, 
brands of the divine displeasure upon the w 
system of unbelief, and of divine approt)atloa 
upon the whole system of the Christian 
dences. Just as the course of events in 
natural world has the impress of God's app~ 
bation of prudence and forethought,' and hiS,' 
disapprobation of carelessness and improvi~ ," 
dence; and as his government of the moral '. 
world is filled with indications of his favour 
towards virtue, and his indignation against vice; 
so are the lives and deaths of infidels, com
pared with those of sincere Christians, demon .. , . 
strations in favour of Christianity, and against 
unbelief; demonstrations which no arts can' 
evade, no sophisms misinterpret; demonstra
tions which multiply upon our view the more 
'Ye pursue the subject, and which the inmost ;' 
soul of man cannot but feel and acknowledge; 
demonstrations which augment in intenseness in 
each case, as the respective principles are more 
fully acted upon, and the termination oflife draws 
.nigh; demonstrations which render speculative 
objections matters of direct criminality and 
positive perverseness and rebellion of heart in 
.those who adhere to them; and which carry 
the direct evidences of Revelation to their ut
most height of satisfaction to every considerate 
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. d demonstrations in a word, which turn Dun ; , . 
the weapons of infidelity, as we pre~lCted would 
be the case, against itself, and render th,em the 
instruments of its overthrow; so. t~at,. ll1stead 
of proving any thing against ChnstIal1lty, they 
demonstrate that a religion, attested by such 

. solid evidences on the one hand, and opposed 
by the weak and unfounded cavils of such 
. ., I d and unhappy men on the other, , unprmc~p e ., 
cannot but be divine, 
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LECTURE XXIII. 

THE FAITH WITH WHICH THE CHRISTIAN RE~ 
VELATION IS TO B:& RECEIVED. 

1 JOHN V. 9. 

If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God. 

is greater. 

HAVING concluded the arguments by which 
the truth of Christianity is established, it might 
be thought that nothing further need be ob
served; but that the whole subject should now 
be left to the reflections of the humble inquirer. 
And thus it must be left; but not before we 
have described the FAITH with which the Re
velation should be received, the INTERPRETA

TION which that faith implies, and the OBLI

GA TION under which everyone is placed to 
receive and obey the religion. 
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For such is the corruption of man, that no
thing must be taken for granted. Certainly he 
ought most thankfully to embrace the Christian 
doctrine. Certainly nothing is so reasonable 
and so directly calculated to promote his pre. 
sent and future happiness, as to ~elcome with 
joy the tidings of salvation. Yet he is far from 
doing this as he should. After all the argu
ments in the world, his perverse heart may,and 
often does, refuse to act upon the conclusions 
to which they lead; it too often yields only a 
tame assent to the Revelation; it explains away 
the meaning of all the main truths of Scripture; 
it weakens or denies the practical obligations 
which the whole subject imposes. Thus, the 
great design of the Christian religion is de
feated. We must explain, therefore, what is 
meant by faith, what is meant by a sound in
terpretation of the records which it receives, 
and the practical obligations resulting from both. 

These topics will occupy the three following 
Lectures, and leave us at liberty to sum up the 
entire course in a concluding one. 

On the present occasion we shall endeavour 
to show the NATURE of the faith with which 
we should receive the Christian Revelation; 
the REASONABLENESS of our being called on 
for such a faith, after having admitted the divine 
authority of. Christianity; and the EXTENT to 
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which, from the' nature of the case, this. 
should be carried. 

1. We consider THE NA1'URE OF 

DIVINE REVELATION. 

Something has been incidentally said' on _
subject in several of our preceding. Lectures, 
and the way prepared for the specific. consider •. 
ation which belongs to this place. , ;,f 

Faith, in its general import,. is credit given 
to testimony; it is the reliance. of the mind 
on the report or statement made by anoth~r: .••. 
It .is that peculiar act .of the understandi~g 
by which we avail ourselves of information.in . 
those things which do not fall under our.o~ 
observation, . and do not admit of proof. in the 
way of reasoning. 

The complicated machine of human. society 
is moved almost exclusively by this veryprin-, 
ciple which men so frequently object to,. as it 
respects Chri,stianity. 

1 At every step in the External argument, we .pointed out 
the degree of faith which should follow it, especiaUy i in 
Lectures vi. and vii. on the Credibility and Miracles. . When 
we reviewed the internal arguments, we showed that they 
sprung from a just reliance on the truth of the Revelation a~ 
established by the preceding string of proofs. In the Lec
tures (xix. and xx.) on the test, faith was of necessity again 
touched upon. Our last two Lectures on the Objections yet 
more directly prepared the way for considering it. 
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Testimony received and relied on, directs 
the determination of princes and councils, of 
senates and military commanders, of judges 
and magistrates, of merchants and scholars; in 
short, of all the variou~classes of persons, in 
all the various ramifications of their dealings 
with each other. Human testimony, in matters 
which fall within its province, is as sure a rule 
of truth , as the senses and reasoning are, in the 
things to which they are respectively applica
ble. A reliance on testimony is as much a law 
of our nature as is consciousness or moral re
sponsibility. Human life is governed by it. 
Every man has this faculty or capacity of be
lieving; and every man exerts it according to 
his associations of thought and habitual feelings. 

When we speak, then, of faith in a divine 
Revelation, we speak of a thing perfectly well 
known in itself, though, from the depravity of 
our nature, difficulties attend it w~en applied 
to this particular subject.· B~t in itself what 
is faith in Christianity? It is credit given to a 
divine testimony-a reliance of mind on the re
cord or statement made by almighty God in the 
book which we admit to be inspired and dictated 

by Him. 
The apostles, at the promulgation of the gos-

. pel. bear witness to the resurrection of Christ. 
The Jews and Heathen hear their testimony, 
and see the miraculous works which sustain 

VOL. II. 
F F 



434 NATURE [LECT. XXIII. 

it. Tl~ey act upon the infinitely important mat
ters thus brought to their knowledge; they 
credit the report; they believe the gospel. 
This is the turning point in their conversion. 
The gospel and epistles are written by the same 
inspired men, and are sent to the different 
Pagan people; the evidences of the books are 
stated; the people receive them as .divine, be
lieve in them, rely on them-this is fai,th; the 
link between the testimony of God 'contained 
in the Revelation, and their minds. Eighteen 
centuries pass; the sacred books are handed 
down to us; they are proved to be authentic, 
c.redible, of divine authority, inspired; . they are 
found to contain much that is obviously most 
worthy of God, and most suitable to man; they 
offer themselves to us, in some part of their 
contents, as the subject of actual ~xperiment; 
the speculative objections raised against them 
are frivolous -and contradictory. What next? 
If I act as becomes an accountable being, I re
pose with my whole mind on the sure testimony 
of God; . I exercise the same faculty of believ
ing, by which I continually guide myself in all 
my most weighty and momentous temporal 
affairs, on this new and divine testimony which 
is laid before me by the infinitely wise, infi
nitely true, and infinitely holy Creator and 
Judge of the world. 
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And if a child relies on the witness of an 
earthly father; if it knows and feels something' 

, of its own weakness, ignorance, and liableness 
to err; and not only credits in a slight and 
general manner what its parent. sa~s, ~~t 
has confidence in him, relies WIth ImplICIt 
trust and repose of mind, and receives with 
affectionate gratitude all his communications; 
much more shall man, the weak, ignorant, 
·fallen child of a heavenly parent, receive that 
parent's testimony, and confide in it with re
pose ,and satisfaction of mind, with gratitude 

and j(lY. . . 
The Scripture contains a message of mfimte 

importance from the eternal God to. his rebe~
lious creatures. The messenger arn\'es. HIS 
credentials are exhibited. The external eVI
dences are admitted to be irresistible. The 
internal offer a seri~ of subsidiary proofs. The 
overthrow of objections completes the demon
stration. What follows? Man receives by faith 
the testimony, the well authenticated testi
mony, of God. Faith is the medium between 
the invisible truths which the Bible reveals, 
and the human soul; the link between the tes
timony of God without us, and the mind of 
man to whom it is made. Just as the senses 
are the medium between external objects and 
the human understanding; and as conscious-
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ness is the medium in the case of things taking 
place in the interior of the heart; and as rea
soning in matters within the scope of the human 
faculties-so is faith the medium between 
truths presented to us on the testimony of God 
and our minds; faith places the~ within the 
sphere of vision, makes them palpable, enables 
us to avail ourselves of them. It' is like the 
telescope to the natural eye; it brings near in 
their real magnitude and proportion, those ob
jects of an invisible world, which reason could 
only dimly discern by its innate powers and 
the aid of tradition, or not discern at all. 

All this is perfectly clear, I think, even to 
the youngest person before me. There is no 
difference between faith in human affairs and 
divine, as respects the act of the mind on the· 
object presented to it. The object in each case 
is testimony; the degree of affiance, indeed, 
differs as greatly as divine and human, as fal
lible and infallible authority. But the act of 
the mind is in each case essentially the same. 

The great practical distinction between faith , 
as exercised on human testimony and on divine, 
arises from the fallen state of man, and the pe
culiar nature of the discoveries contained in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

If the Bible were a mere theory of abstract 
science, or a cold historical narrative, or a sim-
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pIe rule of morals, there never would have beeD 
any dispute about the nature orthe faith which 
receives it; because there would have been 
nothing in it contrary to the inclinations of man, 
and little surpassing his reasoning powers. 
But many of the truths of Scripture are so con-

. trary to his pride and worldly lusts; they so 
far surmount his low and limited capacities; 
they demand such sacrifices of prejudices and 
passions, that no evidence is sufficient to induce 
a cordial belief, till the mind is prepared by 
prevenient 1 grace. Man ie proud, and sensual, 
and refuses to apply the same act of the mind 
which he is employing daily in matters of hu
man witness, to the reception of divine.2 

This forms the ground of the distinction be
tween a living and a dead faith. A dead faith 
is a cold speculative assent to the truth of Scrip
ture, with sOlne general acknowledgment of 
its principal facts and doctrines as propound
ed in the creeds of Christian churches. It 
may include a theoretical acquaintance with 
all the particular doctrines of which these creeds 
are composed; but it neither obeys them ll1 

I I use this word as less ambiguous than preventing. 

2 "Perhaps it is the constant resistance which is made by 

the flesh to the claims of a spiritual religion, and the conse
quent disinclination to a full and firm belief, which renders 

faith so eminently a Christian virtue."-llishop B1omfield. 
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the affections of the heart nor the actions of 
the life. Accordingly, as we should say that 
a man who professed to believe in the obliga
tions of municipal law, who studied them all 
his life, and made himself acquainted with their 
frame-work; and yet never reverenced, never 
obeyed them, never enjoyed the security they . 
afforded, but violated them continually, and in
curred the penalties they imposed; had, merely 
a dead faith in these obligations: so we say, that 
he who professes to believe in the Christian 
Revelation, who admits its truth, studies it all 
his life, and becomes acquainted with its frame
~ork; and yet never reverences, never obeys 
It, never enjoys the blessings it promises, but 
violates its commands and incurs the penalties 
it threatens; has only a dead faith in Chris
tianity. 

. Faith: to deserve the name, must be a liying, 
lOfluentIaJ principle, seated in the heart as well as 
the understanding, taking possession of the whole 
man, leading him to think, and act, and feel 
agreeably to the truth and importance of what 
is brought to his knowledge; it must call forth 
fear, hope, desire, aversion, love, gratitude; just 
exactly. as faith in human testimony does, in 
~)rOportlOn to the truth and importance of what 
IS thus apprehended. 

A man is tossed in a bark upon the wirl~ 
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ocean; all is dark; the sea rages; the tempest 
howls; death impends. He says he possesses 
a compass in the virtue of which he fully be
lieves; yet he never consults it, never reposes 
any trust in its guidance, never directs his course 
according to its indications- he has only a dead 
faith. A living faith would have led him to act 
unreservedlv on the compass in which he said 
he believed: to look at it every moment, to dis
regard the opinions of the passengers or crew ; 
to follow its directions at all risks, and thus 
wait with fortitude and calmness for the abating 
of the' storm. 

No doubt would ever have been raised con
cerning this point, if it had not been for that 
very corruption of man, which the gospel is 
revealed to cure. 

And th; case will be more clear, if we re
member the occasion upon which this faith is 
demanded. For consider the glory of that God 
who reveals the Scriptures, the subject matter 
of the Revelation, and the state of man to whom 
it is made, and you will see that a living and 
efficacious faith, a faith including a repose and 
trust of the whole soul, with all its faculties and 
powers; a faith sought for by earnest prayer; a 
faith produced by the influences of grace in the 
heart, is essentially necessary. 

• 
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For who is the AUTHOR OF THE BIBLE? Is 
he a man like ourselves? No; it is a Revelation 
from the great and glorious God, whose perfec
tions surpass all human understanding. A 
message from such a 'being, whose is our feli
city for time and eternity, should be received 
with a reverent, a grateful exercise of the whole 
understanding and heart. How does- an obe- ' 
dient subject receive a message from his e</.rthly 
sovereign? 

And what does THIS REVELATION REGARD? 
Is it a matter of secondary moment? Is it in
formation about the creation of the world merely, 
and the order qf nature? Is it an historical docu
ment about the series of ages? Is it an accumu
lation of ceremonies? No; it is concerned in 
no such limited topics. No; the Revelation of 
the great God to man regards matters of eter
nal moment-man's fall and guilt, redemption 
by the incarnation and sacrifice of the Son of 
God, a sanctifying Spirit, the operations. of 
grace on the heart, the love of God restored , 
preparation for death and judgment. It reveals 
the immortality of the soul. It reveals an in
visible world. It communicates truth vital, 
momentolls, indispensable. \Vhat, then, is the 
faith with which such a Revelation should,be 
obeyed? How would a herald of peace be re-
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ceived by a rebellious province, if he brought 
tidings of pardon by the intervention of the only 
begotten Son of the offended Monarch? 

And what is the STATE OF MAN? Is he not 
a dying creature? Is he not wa~ldering in the 
darkness of this world? Is he not the sport of 
folly, prejudice, concupiscence? Can he do 

. any thing to deliver himself? How does a 
traveller perishing,' in a desert, seize the hand 
of a deliverer? How does the fat4er of a fa
mily, roused by the guardian of the night, act 
upon the testimony of the instant danger of 
conflagration and death? 

Such then, must be the nature of the faith , -
by which we receive the Revelation of the great 
God. A lifeless, tame, unmeaning assent will 
avail us nothing, but to mock God and increase 
our condemnation. It is essentially unbelief
it is the same state of heart as infidelity itself. 

But how far do the statements of Scripture 
support this representation? What is the nature 
of faith as expressed in the language of Reve
lation itself? Every step in our rema'rks is fully 
sustained. The principle on which faith in 
Christianity is to rest, is that on which, as we 
have observed, men are daily acting; If we re
ceive the witnes'cifmen, the witness cifGod is greater. 
The state of mind which rejects the testimony, 
.is represented as a distrust of God'" declarations 

, 
. , , 
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and a virtual imputation of falsehood on his ex
press communications; He that believeth not 
God, hath made him a liar. The repose and 
affia~ce which faith involves, is expressed by an 
allusIOn to the custom of affixing a seal to what 
we most surely credit; He that hath received hia 
testimony, hath set to his seal that God is true. 

The necessity of the heart and affections beina' 
engaged in it, is strongly insisted on; If tho: 
believest with all thine heart_ With the heart mall 
belie~eth ~nto righteousness. The vivid appre
hensIOns It conveys to the mind-the link it 
fo~ms b.etween man and the invisible things pro
mIsed, IS also stated; }low faith is the substance 
if things hoped for, the evidence qf things not seen. 
Its more immediate reference to the command
ing truth of redemption in Jesus Christ, is 
perpetually held forth; This is the .record that 
o.0d hath given us eternal life, and this life is ill 
Jus Son. The insufficiency of a mere barren as
s~nt, a~ opposed to this heartfelt and living prin
ciple, IS awfully illustrated by the case of the 
fallen spirits; THE DEVILS ALSO BELIEVE AND 

:rREMBLE. The grace necessary to fallen man 
10 order that he may heartily believe, is strongly 
stated, both as to the perception Of the testi
mony which is the object of faith, and as to the 
state of mind from which faith springs; The 
ilatural man receivetlt. not the things if the Spirit 
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of God; for they are foolishness unto him, neither 
can he know them, because they are spiritually dis
cerned. As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe in his name; which were born, not 0/ blood~ 
nor 0/ the wilt of the flesh, nor 0/ the will of man, 
but of God. l 

The first thing, then, which man has to do 
after he has examined the Evidences of Divine 
Revelation, is to implore of God a right dispo
sition to believe-to seek the aid of his Holy 
Spirit-to beg of God to lift up the natural 
faith or capacity of believing, which, as an old 
writer speaks,2 lies in the rubbish of the fall, 
is centered on the creature, can discern and re-" 
pose on human testimony, but shrinks and he
sitates about divine; which cannot see spiritual 
things, nor raise itself up to the communications 
of the Creator-to lift up this natural believing 
faculty and make it capabl~ of the effort of obe
dience to the Scriptures. 

But let us consider, 

II. THJ~ REASONABLENESS OF OU R BEING 
CALLED ON FOR SUCH A FAITH, Al"'!'ER HAV-

1 John v. 9-12. John iii. 33. Acts viii. 37. Rom. x. 10. 
Hebrews xi. I. James ii.19. 1 Cor. ii. 14. John i.12, 13. 

• Polhill. 

'. 
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INC; ADlIfTTTED TIlE DIVINE AUTHORITY OF 
CHRISTlANIT\,. 

For it is nothing but the resigning anp. mak
ing over the understanding and heart to God, ' .. 
after being convinced that he has conde
scended to speak to us. And what can be so 
perfectly agreeable to the dictates of right rea;' 
son? The favourite attempt of infidelity toop
pose reason to faith, will be found to be ~ mere 
stratagem. Faith is itself an exercise of rea
son in concurrence with the affections, upon the 
strongest grounds on which an accountable be
ing can act. Faith is so far, therefore, from ex
tinguishing or opposing reason, that it elevates, 
establishes, purifies it, gives it new materials, 
and employs it for new purposes. It is reason 
which conducts us to Revelation, and opens to 
us the door of the divine sanctuary; there it 
commits us to the arms of faith, leaves us under 
her empire, and attends us afterwards only as a 
subordinate minister. Guided by reason, I dis. 
cover that Jesus Christ and his apostles have 
appeared on earth, and have given manifest 
proofs of their divine mission. I have for these 
facts, the same kind of certainty as I have for , 
the existence of Cresar and his conquests in 
Gaul, or any other events in history, of which 
no human being ever doubted. Upon these, the 
examination of the Christian is fixed. These 
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facts reason discusses and searches to the bot
tom. But when she is once convinced of the 
divine authority of Jesus Christ and his apos
tles, this same reason commands him impe
riously to submit himself to that teaching, and 
to abase his feeble understanding before the 

supreme intelligence. l 
. . . 

. The question here diVIdes Itself mto t,:"o 
branches, the submission of the soul to the dIs
coveries of Revelation, and the necessity of 
divine assistance, in order to do this; and the 
reasonableness of both will be most evident on 
the footing of the very Christianity which en
joins them. 

1. For, as to 'fHE DISCOVERIES OF THE 
CHRISTIAN RELIGION, the obvious dictate of 
conscience is, that man should unreservedly 
bow to what God is pleased to. reveal-this, 
and this only, is the right, the reasonable 

course. 
" What is reasoning, or a number of pro

positions consecutive in a certain order," says 
the latest of our moral philosophers,2 on a sub
ject not at all relating to rel.i~ion, and t~er.efore 
the more free from the suspICIOn of partIahty
" but a continued series of analytical operations, 
developing the elements of our thoughts .. In 
every proposition, that which is concluded IS a 

1 Frassynous. ~ Dr. Thomas Brown. 

" 
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p~rt of that of which it is affirmed. The chy
~lst analyses the substances about us; he may 
give them new names, or detect in them new 
elements, but he cannot change their nature. 
In reasoning there is a similar analysis, which 
present~ to us the elements of our own former 
conceptions. Reasoning, if at all intelligible, 
~ust begin with some conception already fami-' 
lIar to us, in which it asserts something to be 
contained, and proceeds only to trace similar 
relations. A new truth of this kind is not so 
much added to us, as evolved from the primary 
truth already familiar. It is not as if new ob
jects were presented to us to be seen, but as if 
our intellectual senses were quickened -and ren
dered more acute, so as to perceive clearly 
what we saw dimly, or not even dimly, before; 
though we might have seen it as now, if we 
had not been too dull of vision to perceive what 
was in our hands." 

Wha:, then, has reason to say, when Divia;e 
~evelatlOn throws in new materials, brings to 
lIght new facts, discovers new relations in which 
we stand, erects a new standard of sin and 
holiness, makes known to us new dangers, ,and 
calls us to new duties ?- Her province is widened. 
She has to set to work on the new truths 
brought to her knowledge, and to controul the 
conclusions and practical judgments deduced 
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from her previous narrow and penurious stock, 
by the enlarged furniture and elements now 
before her. Her office being not to supply the 
mind with ideas, but to judge of the agreement· 
or disagreement between those already re
ceived, it can of course only exercise itself 
upon such elements as are before it. Men rea
son, not only in proportion to the strength of 
their reasoning faculties, but to the store of 
materials laid in to reason upon, and the de
gree of care bestowed in training up their several 
faculties to the habit or art of perceiving, re
collecting, inferring. Shut up all the senses, 
reason cannot exert herself for want of mate
rials; open one sense, and she can work on the 
ideas of that class and no other. Open a second, 
and her sphere is enlarged, and she expatiates 
Il1 a new field of knowledge! 'Vhen Revela-

I Deism revealed. 

The late Bishop of Calcutta, Dr. James, illustrates in a 
lively manner the instant change in all our grounds of rea

soning, which new facts or new information may occasion. 

" One single new fact, one single new principle, may 
throw light on a whole class of difficulties. There may be 

periods of Christianity corning on which may unveil much 
that is now dark and perplexing. What do we know of 

God's mind? What does a subject of an earthly prince know 
of that human prince's mind? 

" Let us ask whether the sheep that is folded and tended 

with so much care, can possibly divine the real cause of all 
that is done by lUan with regard to his welfare. If we were 
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tion then comes in, it is like opening a ne\v 
sense to man. He discerns a new world. He 
finds that he stands in new relations to God
that new facts have taken place, and new duties 
are imposed on him. 

So that we may say with Mr. Locke, that 
"reason is natural revelation, . whereby the 
eternal Father of light and fountain of all know;" 
ledge, communicates to mankind tha~ portion of 
truth which he has laid within th'e reach of our 

to suppose the animal gifted with a certain degree of sagacity, 
we may imagine it might possibly arrive at certain conclu
sions; it might conjecture, from seeing the fate of its fellow
creatures, that itself was only reserved to be killed hereafter; • 
that it was served with additional food, only to make its car
case larger when killed; but it never could discover that its 
flesh was designed only for the food of man, or that the can
dIe in the shepherd's lan~horn was made from sheep'~ fat; 
or his coat from its wool. Suppose, however, another event. 
Let a man come and remove this sheep from the pasture where 
it grazed to other pastures; ~ circumstance that, as far as it . 
had any observation of such matters, might have happened 
often before, without any material consequence ha~ng been 
the result. Yet it might happen that the man was a thief, 
and the act of removal an act of felony, and the man to be 
put to death in consequence. Now if the sheep could reason 
with ever so much sagacity, yet from the data which alone 
would have been afforded it, it could never arrive lit any just 
conclusion in such a case; for though the act concerned 
itself, yet it referred to principles of which it was 'not only 
ignorant, but with which it was wholly unconnected."~ 
Semi.Sceptic. p. 65. 
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facnlties. Revelation is natural religion en
hirged, arid a new set of discoveries communi

. cated immediately by God, which reason 
vouches the truth of, by the testimony and proof 
it gives that they came from God." 

To appeal, then, to the moral sense or to 
conscience, as affording any thing like a ground 
of objection to the matter of Christianity, is 
to overthrow all the authority of Revelation. 
" Conscience and reason, or that modification of 
it which we call the morat sense, do not fur-, . 
nish laws which we should obey, but pomt out 
when we agree with that rule of action which 
had previously been established as our guide; 
whether that rule be the law of the land, or 
the precepts of a particular philosophy, or the 
customs of society, or the commands of God. 
Reason and conscience are casuists; Revelation 
alone is the law."l 

The believer, then, reasons from the Bible, 
as from self-evident truths. When men say 
'that they can believe nothing that is unrea
sonable we aO'ree with them-but the question , o. 

is, what is unreasonable? If God gives us a 
Revelation of his will, it is most reasonable for 
me to believe the things contained in it, though 
I may not understand them in all their ~arts. 
To object to the unreasonableness of thIS or 

I Bishop John Bird Sumner. 
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that fact, this or that doctrine, as unbel~evel"S' 
commonly do, is to suppress the main step in ' , 
the argument-the Revelation which int~~~ 
venes-if there were no revelation, to believe , 
certain things might be just as absurd, as, it ~ 
now fit and becoming, because we receive them 
on the authority of a divine religion.. L,' 

" Having, now," says the gr6fl.t€st master ~f 
reason· perhaps, which our country ~ver sa,y." 
"with our small bark of knowledge, sailed,QYe1 ' 
and surrounded the globe of the sciences, as ,well , 
the Old World as the New, there is, anotheJ:' " 

( 

part to be viewed, inspired theology, to sun~~y 
which, we must quit the small vessel of human 
reason, and put ourselves on board the ship, of 
the church, which alone possesses the divil}~ 
needle for justly shaping' our course. . ... Ifw.~ 
should believe only such things as are agreeablQ, 
to our reason, we assent to the matter and nottQJ 
the author; and therefore the more absurd and 
incredible any divine mysteries are, s~ nwch 
the greater honour do we do to God in believing 
them, and so much the more noble the victory of 
faith."l 

2. But we have dwelt too long on this topic~ 
• We pass to the NECESSITY OF DIVINE AlP IN, 

ORDER TO BELIEVE ARIGHT-the reasonable: 
ness of which rests on the same footing of th~ 

I Lord Bacon. 
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authority of the Revelation. For if I am to 
submit myself unreservedly to the divine disco
veries of it, I am most of all to submit to those 
declarations of human depravity, and of the 
need of the agency of the Hoiy Spirit, without 
which, all the other parts of the record will be 
of little avail to me. The same book which 
calls me to believe, tells me that I am a corrupt, 
perverse, prejudiced creature; and that ~r~e 
faith is the gift and operation of the Holy Spmt. 
I am bound, then, to submit to this statement, 
and implore the proffered grace. Till this healing 
influence restores the moral frame, no real and 
vital trust in the peculiar truths of Christianity 
can he exercised. " The man is at a loss for the 
simple conceptions which are the materials ~f 
the argument of which Revelation treats.' It IS 

not in the power of reasoning to supply those 
ideas themselves. Reasoning cannot create the 
primary elements of the question. It can only 
cement them together." 1 

Nothing, then, is so reasonable as to follow 
the divine directions, and seek for grace to 
produce the faith to which Re~elation ad
dresses itself. N or can any thmg be more 
becoming man, more agreeable to his account
able and immortal being, more dignified and 
elevating to his intellectual nature, than to 

I Chalmers. 
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bow implicitly to God, and receive aU his will 
. with the silence and submission of conscious 
ignorance and. guilt. To act otherwise, is 
acting the most unreasonaqle, as well as the 
most rebellious part; for unless men pray hum
bly for a vigorous and 1iving faith, they will 
find a way of believing only so much of the 
Bible as they please. Their reason remains 
under the tyranny of the passions. Instead of 
being the governing faculty in the mind, she ·is 
like a weak eastern prince, dethroned by her 
usurping subjects, and that_on account of her • 
inability to enforce her dictates; so that for 
once that she issues any orders of her own, she 
is a thousand times either coaxed or ~ompelled 
to lend her name and authority, as Prince 
Henry III. when in the hands of Montfort and 
the Barons, to the greatest extravagancies· and 
crimes.1 

And, indeed, where the question of the Evi
dences of Christianity has been candidl» ex
amined, the very same temper of mind which 
led to a fair balancing of testimonies in every 
step of the argument, will go 'on to operate 
when the truth of Christianity is establishe.d. It 
will examine what the faith is with which the 
religion is to be received; it will perceive the 

1 Deism Revealed. 
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difference between a speCUlative assent, and a 
cordial and thoro~gh belief in the matters of 
Revelation; and when it discerns the reasona
bleness of exercising such a trust, it will dis
cern also the fitness of .submitting to ,God's 
directions as to the manner of attaining it; 
and finding it is described as the gift of God, 
it will pray and earnestly seek for the communi
cation of the gift from the source of all light 
and grace. 

In fact, it is highly -reasonable for man, 
in every important undertaking, and therefore 
most of all in the reception of Christianity, to 
be dependent on God, to feel his weakness and 
ignorance, and to rely on divine aid. Even 

. natural religion teaches us man's feebleness. 
Revelation opens that disease to the bottom. 
Revelation proceeds on the faU and corruption 
of man. Revelation declares that faith must 
be a living principle, operating upon the whole 
soul. Revelation pronounces the Holy Ghost 
to be the divine agent who produces such a 
faith. And nothing can be so clear as the rea
sonableness of all this; the first step in the ar
gument being granted, that the Revelation re
quiring this faith and promising this grace which 
produces it, has come from God. 

But let us consider, as we proposed, 
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III~ THE EXTENT '.PO WHICH, FROM THE 
\ NATURE Of' TilE CASE, FAITH SHOULD BE 

CARRIED. 

For the case is this. We receive a Revela~ 
tion from Almighty God with a heartfelt repose 
and acquiescence in the divine testimony. We 
do this cheerfully. as the most reasonable and 
becoming act of an accountable ~eing to its 
Creator revealing his will. We seek the grace 
necessary for b~lieving aright. Then surely the • 
utmost care is necessary not to go beyond, nor 
stop short in a concern of such importance. We 
must be much on our guard not to add to, nor 
diminish from,the testimony on which our faith 
re~t~. We must be watchful not to impose out 
opInIOns or errors on the divine record. For in 
prop~rtio~ as faith resigns us unreservedly to 
the dIrectIOns of Christianity, we must see that 
it be indeed to Christianity that we thus yield 
up our whole understanding and heal't. This is 
demanded by the very nature of the cas .. 

We travel an unknown road; dangers beset 
us on all hands; precipices, and morasses, and 
bye-paths present themselves. We have an 
unerring guide; but then we must follow sedu
lously his conduct. We must not overru~ not 
linger behind, not start on either side of the 
path wherein he leads us. 
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If the case were different; if we were on our 
own bottom, or treating a subject of human 
cognizance, or temporary interest, errors would 
be of less moment; but in a divine Revelation, 
where we know nothing but what we are· 
taught-where much is new, mysterious, sub
lime, incomprehensible, we cannot act too wa
rily. 

The extient, then, to which faith must be 
carried, is such as to embrace all the parts 'of 
the Bible; to give- to each its relative im
portance; to stop, with minute and watchful 
conscientiousness, where the Revelation stops; 
and to express ourselves as much as possible 
in the very words of the divinely-irispired· vo
lume. 

L We must extend our faith to EVERY PART 
OF THE REVELATION made to us by Almighty 
God, not excepting any, but considering the 
whole entire book as one complete communica
tion made by God to man, for the most im
portant purposes. We are to explore the 
Scriptures as a mine of precious ore, where 
the vein runs in every direction, and where a 
new source of riches opens continually on 
every side, and when we least expect it. 

Weare not merely to believe, with a ge
neral faith, in all that the Scripture reveals, 
without entering into detail, or understanding 
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the particular truths of which it consists; ,but 
we are to pursue out the subject, and go into 
all its ramifications, and believe explicitly in 
each part of the matter of Revelation. 

The Scriptures relate facts which God has 
confirmed; they contaill doctrines which God 
has immediately inspired; they hold forth pro
mises and assurances concerning the future, 
which God has engaged to accomplish; they 
lay down rules of conduct, which God has pre
scribed; they make discoveries of mysteries in 
the divine nature, and will, and purposes, and 
operations, which God has been pleased. to 
attest. They contain sanctions and threaten
ings, which God has seen fit to pronounce. 

These various elements of truth, are partly in
volved in the history of the patriarchal age, in 
the lives of saints and prophets, in the rise and 
progress of the Jewish nation, and in the series 
of the history of the kings of Israel and Judah; 
and they are partly found in the divine poems and 
psalms, indited by inspired men. Many truths, 
again, are conveyed in the types and ceremonies 
of the law; and others in the discourses of the 
prophets. Then, the gospels contain large por
tions of truth; and the acts of the apostles, and 
the epistles, yet larger, being the final devel<>p
ment of the Revelation. Now faith marches 
through the whole land, and sees what are the 
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truths communicated in each part of the Reve

lation. 
Faith regards the perfections of Go~, his 

righteousness, his law, his government, 11ls de
crees; the creation of the world, the en~rance 
of sin and misery, the fall of man, the eVIl and 
desert of sin, the deceitfulness and wicked.
ness of the human heart, the immortality of the 
soul, an eternal state of happiQ-ess and misery. 

Faith especially regards the testimony of 
God concerning his Son. It respects the ex
ceeding great and precious promis.es ~lad~ in 
him; and the blessings of pardon, JustificatIOn, 
adoption into God's family, the grac~ of ~he 
Holy Spirit, and the hope of everlastmg lIf~, 
which are bestowed as the purchase of IllS 

death. 
Faith becomes also the substance of things 

• 1 • 
hoped for, the evidence of tlzzngs not seen; It pe-
netrates the invisible world, lays heaven and 
hell open to our view, contemp~ates the hosts 
of good and evil spirits, with wInch we are sur
rounded, and looks forward to eternity and.tile 

day of judgment, as just at hand .. These are 
merely some capital points; but fmt.h recei:es 
every subordinate one also, and omIts nothmg 
that God has thought fit to communicate. 

2. But not only so: this principle of faith 
I Heb. xi. 1. 
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gives to every part of Revelation THE RELATIVE 

IMPORTANCE which it finds assigned to it. 
There is an analogy, ~ harmony, a proportion, 
in the divine truths. They compose a whole;" , 
they are united with each other; they spring 
one from another, as we have frequently ob
served; they are ~evealed for certain purposes, 
with certain limitations, and in connexion with 
certain preceding and following'truths. Faith 
regards not oply the doctrine, but the manner 
in which it is communicated, the frequency of 
its occurrence, the use to which it is applied, 
the proportion in which its several parts stand 
to each other. 

The more we examine Scripture, the more 
we find that its instructions are not all of equal 
importance to us, though none are unimportant; 
and we must determine, from Scripture itself, 
what is important, and ,what les& so .. Some 
truths are more obvious, more elementary, than 
others. Some are primary, if you· regard 
them as in God; but secondary and ~atters 
of inference. if you regard them as affecting 
man. Some are suited to one age of life and' 
one degree of progress, and some to another.' 
Therefore all is to be reverenced, fohowed, 
obeyed, in,. proportion as it is ,more or less ap
plicable to our own circumstances and duties. 

The moment we gather any principle from 
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Revelation, and find it recurring through the 
Scriptures-for example, the infinite evil of 
sin-we are to 'admit it as a principle in all 
our other studies of the divine book. 

The rIlloment we find any fact declared to be 
.of a commanding nature, and to influence all 
the Revelation-for instance, the incarnation 
of the Son of God-we are to give itits position 
in all our conceptions of truth. 

The moment we find any doctrine explicitly 
declared in the last and concluding part of the 
Revelation, the- apostolic epistles, to be the 
leading doctrine of the whole gospel-for ex
ample, the cross and sacrifice of Jesus Christ, 
~nd the justification which is by faith in his obe
dience unto death-we are to give it the like 
prominence, and let all other truths be ranged 
around it, and illustrate iL 

The moment we find any state of mind and 
temper to be characteristic of the evangelical 
dispensati~n-charity, for instance-we are to 
give it that· prominent station. 

Thus faith rightly divides the wqrd of truth / 
places every thipg in its place; not only follows 
Revelation in the detail, but in the disposition 
and relative importance of its contents. 

2. But, more than this, faith STOPS, "'lTll 

MINUTE AND WATCHFUL CONSCIENTIOUSNESS, 

I 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
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WHERE THE REVELA'l'ION STOPS. Though it,' 
may think other truths follow from those re: 
vealed, yet it attributes not the same authority 
to those deductions, which it assigns to the 
revealed doctrines themselves. The Christian 
must draw inferences; he must bring out con
clusions from premises, where the premises are 
strong and clear; but if the premises are in the 
Bi1:5'le, and the inference not, he considers the 
one of divine, the other of human, authority. 
He treads with such awe on the unknown land' , 
that he dares not venture beyond \~hat God h~ 
explicitl y revealed. He knows not what may 
be involved in a single step beyond the record~' 

Everything is relative in the world, and in the 
holy Scriptures, corresponding with' our facul
ties, and answering the divine purposes in the / ' 
government of man. Certain impressions are' 
made upon us, according to our faculties; not 
with reference to the essences and qualities of 
things, but to what they are with respect to us, 
and the impression they make upon us~ All.ob
jects strike our organs of sense, and speak to 
us in that language; which is the only one we ' 
can understand. God is pleased to address us 
in the same manner. If men were co~structed 
differently, objects would make a different im
preSSIOn on us. Quicquid recipitur, recipitur 
modo recipientis. We have no right to demand 
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information as to the essences of things, which 
God conceals. God represents hi~self to us 

·according to the relations in human life, with 
which we are acquainted, as Judge, Rewarder, 
Guide, Father, Deliverer, Benefactor. The 
truths in Scripture, therefore, are to be mi
nutely and exactly followed, as they are there 
revealed, without superaddition or subtraction. 
The divinity of Christ, the atonement of his 
death, the person and grace of the Holy Spirit, 
faith receives as truths contained in the Scrip
tures, though we cannot comprehend them. 
But what do we comprehend? The being and 
attributes of God? Infinity? Faith, therefore, 
keeps closely to the limits of the divine mani-

festation. 
_ ,This point is of the last moment. Much con

cerning the fall of man, the decr~es and pur
poses of God, the operations of grace, are of a 
nature to demand constant caution, lest human 
reasoning should attribute to its own inferences, 
the authority whicn belongs only to the divinely 
inspired premises. The inferences may be right 
or wrong. They are not in the record; and 
faith, therefore, insists not on them as divine. 

The progress of trl,1e faith in the present day 
very much appears" in its following more sim
ply the several parts of the divine word, with
'out attempting to deduce inferences, or frame 
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sy~tems from them. In religion, as in natural 
phIlosophy, men must be students and inquiiers~ 
Formerly they made hypotheses about the laws 
of nature; they thought they understood the 
essences of things. At length they acknow. 
ledge they know nothing beyond the phen<r. 
mena. 

Now, in Christianity, the declarations of the 
Bible. are. our phenomena, our first pririciples: 
As faIth IS more simple, it acknowledges· it 
knows as little of God and his will and. 
co~nsels, abstractedly and hypothetically and 
ulliversally,as we profess is the case with re'
gard to his· works. Faith confines herself to 
the ... r~cord, .and stops where that stops; . 

StIll, as III philosophy, axioms are framed; 
laws of philosophising laid down, principle; 
adopt:d, facts accumulated, generalized, and 
establIshed as maxims of natural science' so in. 
the Bible faith has found her axioms, her' laws:. 
her principles, her facts. ' 

But, as in natural philosophy, these are 
al~ay~ re~erable to first principles, and every 
~hH1g ~s. trIed and examined by them; so is it 
III relIgIOn; The Bible is still our standard. 

d l' . ' an every tung there found is a part of those 
first principles· to whichall subsequent advances 
must be referred. 

And as there are discoveries made in the natu~ 
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ral world, by cautious observation and simple 
obedience to fact and experiment; so, in the 
Bible, faith, by the same means, makes continual 
discoveries; not, indeed, in the great features of 
truth-for these rest upon a few facts, ex
pounded by a few main doctrines-but in the 
detail, the application, the effects, and use of 

truth. 
4. And this leads the Christian to FOLLOW, 

AS MUCH AS. POSSIBLE, THE LANGUAGE, as 
well as the sentiments of the holy Scriptures. 
The disposition to acquiesce in God~s Revela
tion i~ so entire, and the fear of overstepping 
the. limits of. the record is so wakeful, that the 
true Christian naturally and. almost necessarily 
adoptsl the expressions, delights in the phrase
ology, employs in preference the words, and 
appeals perpetually to the authority, of the 
sacred word. The Bible is a book by itself. 
Its sanctity, its new and heavenly doctrines, 
the inspiration under which it was written, in
vest it with a peculiarity which no human wis
dom can imitate.. It has been uniformly found, 
that· when the faith of the church has declined, 
the language of Scripture has become neglected. 
The Bible was seldom cited during the dark 
ages. At the Reformation the use of its terms 
and expressions revived with a love for its main 
doctrines 
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In fact, the Revelation itself provides for this. 
"The apostles oppose the wisdom of God to the~ 
wisdom of men, and the words of the Holy 
Ghost to those of human" invention. Which 
things also we speak, not in the words which man's 
wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teach. 
eth, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. I The 
same direction is involved in the commands to 
search the Scriptures, to hide them in our heart, 
to make them our counsellors, to meditate therein 
day and night, to delight in them above gold and 
preciolls stones, to account them sweeter than" 
honey, yea than the honeycomb, to rtjoice in them 
as one thatjindeth great spoil. He that does this, 
insensibly adopts their manner of expression, 
their turn of thought, their way of stating 
things; his mind is cast into the mould of the 
Bible, and he labours to receive more and more 
its exact form and impress. 

• Such, then, being the nature, q~asonable-
ness, and extent of faith, a reflection or two 
may be offered, before we proceed to our con
clusion, on the tranquillity of mind which it pro
duces; and on the necessary influence it exerts 
on the whole life of a Christian. 

1. Observe THE TRANQUILLITY \"hich this 
faith produces. There is an acquiescence of 

I 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
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mind in divine truth, a cheerful resignation of 
the understanding and will to the testimony 
of God. Thus one great end of Revelation is 
attained. 

The perturbation, the forebodings of con
science, the apprehension of futurity, the dread 
of the almighty Arbiter of the universe, the un
certainty of human opinion, the tossings and 
tempests of conjecture and prejudice, are all 
terminated. Faith settles every thing. The 
truths of Scripture are as exactly adapted to 
this exercise of a contrite and humble mind, as 
the light of heaven is to the natural eye. The 
same divine Spirit, which indited the Scrip
tures, knew what was in man, and disposes 
his heart to receive what is revealed. The re
sult is a tranquillity of soul, arising from a cor
respondence between the faculty and the object. 
Reliance on the inspired Scriptures brings that 
calm' joy, which the revelation of such im
portant truths might be expected to produce. 

The discovery of truth, of whatever kind, is 
delightful to man. l Mathematical knowledge, 
physic'al, metaphysical, create repose in a 
certain way, from the pleasure of discovering 
what is new and useful in the worlds of science. 
But in divine truth there is that repose which 

I La logique est un besoin de l'esprit, comme la religion 
est un besoin de l'ame.-Frayssinolls. 
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springs from the impression of the greatness 
of the mercy vouchsafed in Revelation, of the 
magnitude of the truths communicated both 
in themselves and to man, of the high and, 
elevated and purifying effects produced, of 
the bright and cheerful hopes awakened. The 
soul attains its rest. Faith completes the 
noblest instinct in man, that natural pulse 
which he has after truth and happiness. It 
meets his inmost wants, it agrees with his ac~ 
countable nature, and with all his primary 
duties to Almighty God. 1 Faith rectifies, as it 
were, the illusions of vision; brings forward 
into near view those eternal things which, from 
their remoteness, are apt to be either wholly 
overlooked or appear but faintly in the utmost 
bounds of the horizon; and removes back
ward and reduces to their true comparative 
size the objects of the present life" which are 
apt to fill the human eye and assume.a false 
magnitude from their vicinity.2 And this is the 
source of tranquillity. 

Faith especially fixes the mind on one grand 
obj ect, in which all the lines of revealed truth COil~ 
verge, as in their centre, THE PERSON OF JESUS 

CHRIST; and thus brings us to the fountainoffeli
city. The very conviction of our own ignorance 
and of the infinite wisdom and truth of God, pro-

I Lect. xiv. • Wilberforce. 
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motes the same calmness of spirit. I am in a dark 
and sinful world; I ani surrounded with mys
teries; but my heavenly Father has revealed 
to rile a sufficient guide; things are all, prac
tically speaking, well; he assures me all shall 
be cleared up in a future world. I leave them 
with hiin; I follow by faith in the track of 
patriarchs and prophets, evangelists and apbs
tIes; my mind is tranquil, and resigns itself to 
God; I give over conjecturing, reasoning, dis
puting, in order to BELIEVE. 

2. Nor is it difficult to perceive how this 
faith is THE PRINCIPLE OF THE CHRISTIAN 

m FE. For as the eye receives the light and 
directs the whole body, so faith; the eye of the 
soul, receives the light of Revelation arid directs 
the life. All depends upon it. Tr'uth operates 
on'the he'art only as it· is appropriated by this 
principle~ We wonder 110t that it is described 
as the grace which apprehends the prorriises of 
Christ for justification, which works in a way of 
love to the things revealed, which overcomes the 
smiles and frowns of the world, which purifies the 
heart, which produces uniform and cheerful obe
dience. it cannot be otherwise. If.it be a living 
and active principle, it isthe reliance of an enlight
ened and renewed heart upon the testimony of 
Almighty God; and every act of it excites the 
correspondent affections and produces the be-
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coming conduct. As it respects the testimony 
of God in Revelation itself, it is the first link 
of union between truth and the heart of: man:: 
as it respects the promises of forgiveness: in:a 
Saviour, it is the instrument of justification " . 
as it regards. the entire compass of truth and 
duty, of which Christianity consists, it is ~the 
principle of the whole life and behaviour;' as 
it leoks forward into futurity, it is the parent of 
hope, and the spring of love, patience, enter:' . 
prIze. 

Let me~ then, in conclusion, press on;. all 
before me the importance of examining them~ 
selves whether they have a lively faith; ·of im:. -
ploring .the grace of the Holy Spirit to impart 
to them this blessing, or increase it if· they 
already possess it; arid of ever retaining, that 
humility of mind which the highest degrees· of 
it are best calculated to enforce. 

I The act of faith as justifying, and justifying alone;~~d ;~t . 
as standing, in other views, in conn ex ion with the whole Chris
tian life, has been thus illustrated. While thepo~r criminal, 
who fled to the altar for refuge, laid hold of the horns of it with 
his hands alone, his heart would beat, his blood circula~e, and 
his other limbs and senses perform their proper functions. Thus 
the penitent sinner by faith alone lays hold 'of Christ; y~t 
hi~ soul is alive to God; and all the graces of< the Christian 
life are at the same time exercised according to their proper 
nature and functions. 
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I. EXAMINE YOURSELVES, my young friends, 
whether your faith be living and influential or 
not; a mistake here is very common and most 
destructive. That you assent to· the truth of 
Christianity I doubt not. That you are in· 
some measure impressed with the force of the 
evidences which we have been considering, I 
am ready to admit. That you have some know
ledge of the main doctrines and duties of 
Revelation, and some persuasion of the im
portance of them, I allow. But, I ask, is your 
faith such as the Scriptures describe that of the 
first converts to have been? Does it consist of 
those elementary qualities, lead to those feel
ings, produce those fruits, issue in that tran
quillity of heart, which it did in the apostolic 
times? Does it bring not only knowledge, but 
love; not only assent, but persuasion; not only 
prof~ssion in. words, but obedience in the life 
and conduct? 

Alas! too many before me have, I fear, no 
true faith. They have never sought for it by 
fervent prayer. They have never appropriated 
to their own use the great truths of Revelation. 
They have never seen the glory and reposed on 
the sacrifice of the Son of God. They have 
never built on him as the sure foundation of 
hope. They have never looked to him, as the 
bitten Israelite to the brazen serpent, for healing 
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and life. They have never fled to him as the 
manslayer fled to his city of-refuge.. They have 
never sought deliverance and salvation in qim, 
as Noah entered the ark and escaped, the. 
threatened deluge. Truth lies torpid and. inaC-i 
tive in their understanding. It never penetrates 
the soill, never rouses to exertion, never warms. 
with love, never constrains by the secret charm 
of gratitude for benefits received. ~ ,d 

No; you are yet dead and lifeless as to God. 
Your faith is a mere speculative act of the. un-. 
derstanding. You never read with devout 
prayer for the illumination of the Holy Spirit; 
dle records of Revelation; it is neither your. 
companion nor your delight. Any book i~ more 
interesting; any tidings produce more impres-. 
sion. And is this the manner in which you 
receive a communication from your Creator, 
your Benefactor, your Sovereign, your futur~ 
Judge? Is this the return you ofter fot ihe. 
condescension and grace of a divine Revela
tion? Is this the use you make of the stu.; 
pendous discoveries of eternity, and the infinite 
blessings of redeqlption ? Is this the way you 
prepare for an everlasting. state? What!. you 

l 

hear of (}od,and ne~er believe in him; you 
\lear of a Saviour, and never receive him; 
Y0l,l hear of the fallen and guilty condition, of 
m<\n, al1d never tremble on account of it; you 
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hear of heaven and hell, and never prepare to 
attain the one and escape the othel·. 

Awake, then, thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead. 1 Remember, a mere notional faith is 
a mockery of God, a frustrating of all the ends 
of Revelation, an aggravation of your guilt, a 
resigning yourself to the same punishment 
with those fallen spirits who only believe and 
tremble. 

But you are aroused to some consideration. 
You are convinced that your present nominal 
Christianity will not suffice. You ask me how 
you can obtain a lively faith. I direct you 
then-

II. To IMPLORE THE GHACE O}O' THE HOLY 

SPIRIT TO IMPART TO YOU THIS BLESSING. 

A true faith, like a true love to God, can be 
obtained in no other way. And our heavenly 
Father has promised his Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him. It is the capital blessing of Re
velation, next to the gift of a Saviour; or rather, 
it is the blessing through which the gift of a 
Saviour and every other gift becomes truly 
beneficial to us. The influences of grace, like 
dew in the natural world, soften, penetrate, 
and fertilize. The hardest healt yields to this 
sacred power. The will is changed; the im-

I Eph. v. 14. 
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portance of truth is perceived; the mind is 
directed with a strong self-application to the 
consideration of the doctrines it had before 
passed over; the emotions of fear, alarm, re:
morse, penitence, are awakened; the soul be
comes contrite. In such a heart, as in a genial 
and fruitful soil, faith quickly grows up. The 
man who had been exercising the natural cap'a
city of believing on human testimony all his 
life, and had always been roused, directed, 
animated, consoled, alarmed by it, according 
to the matter of that testimony; whilst he had 
never exerted that capacity upon divine Reve
lation, nor once yielded his heart and con~ 
science to its discoveries; this man begins to 
come to himself, to act as a reasonable being, to 
repose on the word of the eternal God that faith 
which he had been previously refusing to do. 

All is now hopeful; life appears; he now 
earnestly prays for the grace and assist\llce of 
which he feels deeply the need; he seizes his 
Bible; he reads it with new eyes; it seems to 
speak to him individually; he receives with the 
simplicity and affection .of a child all that his 
heavenly Father declares; he applies truth to 
its proper purposes. The first is to lay him 
low in contrition for sin; the next is to fix his 
eye on the meritorious cross of his Saviour; the 
third is to produce peace of conscience, by the 
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forgiveness of sins. The following steps of 
love, gratitude, obedience, separation from the 
world. holy mortification of sin, follow. 

Go on, then, in this course. Implore daily the 
aids of grace to repair a decayed, and succour a 
trembling, and confirm a feeble faith. Faith 
is a constant victory over interposing doubts. 
It is a conflict, in one form or other, with 
the objections and fallacies which we consider
ed in our last Lectures. l It is a conquest 
over the dictates of mere human wisdom and 
the conclusions of mere external perception. 
It unites us with Christ, takes up the cross, 
endures as seeing him who is invisible, realises 
eternal and future blessings-and looks not at 
the things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen.2 

You must, therefore, continually depend on 
the succours of grace to strengthen in you the 
HABIT OF FAITH, and preserve it in life and 
vigour; to give you the impression of its REA

SONABLENESS, after having once admitted. the 
truth of Christianity ; and to lead you to exercise 
it to all the EXTENT which the nature of the 
case demands, and apply it to every part of 
Scripture. 

Thus will you grow in faith more and more; 

I Lectures xxi, xxii. , 1 Cor. iii. 
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interposing doubts and objections will less 
annoy you; the temptations of Satan will 
less prevail; nay, the SHIELD OF FAITH 

WILL QUENCH THE FIERY DARTS OF THE 

DEVIL. 1 

III. And in this progress, you will learn ever 
to RETAIN THAT HUMILITY OF MIND, which 
the highest degrees of faith are the best calcu
lated to produce. For this most peculiarly be
comes us in a state of discipline and comparative 
darkness, like that in which we now are. The 
divisions of the church have much arisen from 
a want of the due union of humility with faith. 
And yet the very nature of this grace should~ 
and win, in proportion as it is genuine, 'produce 
lowliness of mind. 

Humility is the very handmaid of true 
faith; the only soil where it will flourish. 
While pride, and presumption, and unhoW cu
riosity engage the heart, doubts prevail, ob;. 
jections retain their force, faith cannot enter. 
And if these evils ever regain their influence 
after they have been dethroned, faith lan
guishes, doubts thicken, objections recur; the 
strength of the soul is gone; eternal ,realities 
fade from . the view; temporal interests as-

I Eph. vi. 16. 
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sume a false magnitude; Satan, the great 
adversary; gains an advantage over us; and 
sensual passions are at hand, as instruments of 
his snares. 

Let us, then, walk in humility of heart. 
This is the lesson of the entire revelation of the 
Gospel.; and more especially of the subject 
to which we have been now attending. 

We should be thankful, indeed, for the sure 
testimony of God, and for the least measure of 
true faith in it. This blessing is incalculable. 
Compared with the darkness of nature, Revela
tion is a blazing light; the Saviour is the Sun of 
Righteousness i the gospel a day of illumina
tion and joy. But still, as respects our owl) 
imperfect apprehension of these blessings, 'our 
dangers from our spiritual adversaries, and the 
brighter discoveries of eternity, we are in an 
obscure and confused state. We walk by faith, 
not by sight.1 We see through a glass darkly/
in an enigma-we speak only as children; we 
know partially. We are making our way through 
the night of this world; faith is only as a lamp 
glimmering in a sepulchre, sufficient to guide 
our lowly path, but never intended to ad
minister to our self-confidence and pride. It 
has its best effect when it leads us to repose 

I 2 Cor. v. 7. • 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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on the sure word of prophecy, and thereunto to 
take heed, as unto a light shining in a dark 
place, till the day dawn, and the day-star arise in 
our hearts! 

'2 Pet. i. 19. 
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LECTURE XXIV. 

THE SOUND INTERPRETATION OF THE RECORDS 
OF REVELATION.-

2 TIl\! II. 15. 

Rightly dividing tlte word of truth. 

HAVING considered the faith with which the 
divine records of Christianity are to be re
ceived, it is necessary, in the next place, to offer 
some remarks on the just method of interpreting 
,the meaning of those records which such a faith 
implies. 

FO.r, in an age of literary innovation and in
tellectual daring, men may admit, generally, 
the Christian religion, and even pass over, with
out remark, the description of a true faith; and 
yet may evade the whole design of Christianity, 
by a false system of interpretation. For as in 
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the dark ages an excessive superstition bowed 
to the mere authority of the church; so, in the 
present day, a bold and hazardous licentious
ness may throw all the peculiar doctrines of 
the Bible into doubt and uncerta,inty. We 
have now the corruptions of eighteen hundred 
years flowing together . 'We have a secret in
fidelity, under the name of Christianity. It 
is important, therefore, to consider what clue 
we may find in the principles laid down in our 
former Lectures, to guide us on our way. 

Now, the observations already offered on the 
nature, reasonableness, and extent of faith . , 
Imply all, and more than all, that we can re-
quire. Indeed, we might throw ourselves back 
upon the Lectures on Inspiration,! where we 
found that every thing was simple, human, 
ordinary, as to the manner in which the sacred 
writers conveyed to tis those instructions wh~h 
were inspired and superintended by the Divine 
Spirit. But the class of young persons,' whmn 
I have especially in my eye in these discourses, 
require details. 

Let us, therefore, consider the right method 
of interpreting Scripture, as SPRINGING Df

RECTLY FROM A TRUE FAITH; as AIDED BY 

COMMON SENSE AND THE ORDINARY. I,A WS 

OF HUl\lANLANGUAGE; and AS SUGGESTED 

I Lect xii. and xiii . 

• 
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AND AMPLIFIED BY THE PARTICULAR CHA

RACTER OF AN INSPIRED BOOK. 

1. Let us consider how a right method of 
interpreting Scripture SPRINGS DIRECTLY 

FROM A TRUE FAITH. 

1. For such a faith implies an HONEST AP

PLICATION OF ,OUR NATURAL UNDERSTAND

ING to the sacred Scriptures as a revelation 
from Almighty God. The key to all sounp. 
interpretation, is a due reverence for the divine 
writings, in opposition to levity, to human 
fancies, to a scornful spirit, to attempts to 
force a meaning on the holy word. The very 
essence of faith is submission to the testimony 
of God. Reason closes her reign, as to the 
matter before her, when she opens the" book of 
God, and faith ascends the throne-::-Ieaving to 
reason her proper province, the subordinate 
ministration of arranging and expounding the 
new and majestic truths thus brought before her. 

Faith in Christianity, is nothing more nor 
less than faith in the things of which Chris
tianity consists-faith in the matter of Revela
tion-that is, in the real and honest meaning of 
the words and sentences, conveying these mat
ters to reasonable and accountable beings. 
This speaks for itself. Is faith merely a pre
tence, which allows, generally, a submissibn to 
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divine ,Revelation, and then rejects, by piece
meal, the particulars of which that Revelation 
consists? Is that faith? Or, is it faith, to pre
tend plausibly to receive the Bible as the .un
erring word of God, and then to bring our own 
opinions, our own notions, our own prej udices, 
and impose them on that word? Is it faith to 
profess an unreserved obedience to the statute 
law of heaven, promulgated by the great Sove
reign of . the universe-and then . to cavil,. to 
elude the plain sense, to alter all the provisions 
of that statute law? What! is natural religion 
to be-the limit of our faith in revealed, and .all 
beyond to be explained a,way or exscinded.? 
No. A. true belief involves, in its very first 
exercise, an honest application of our natural 
understanding to the matters of. the divine, Re
cord, as resting on the testimony of Almighty 

G~. • 
2. Faith includes, in the next place, a THO";' 

ROUGH WILLI NGNESS TO SUBMIT OUR UNDoER-; 

STANDING AND HEART TO ALL THE TRUTHS 

WHICH GOD IS PLEASED TO REVEAL. In 
fact, without an unprejudiced, and docile tem
per of mind, no book on morals or religion can 
teach; much less canthe Bible. False interpre
tations, spring from man's perverse resistance 
to the m'atter which a simpler and obvious ren
dering would bring out. Now, ,this is intole-
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rable. . The least true and lively faith will 
produce something of that humility before the 
infinite Creator, that sense of ignorance, that 
conviction of the immeasurable distance between 
God and man, which bow the whole soul before 
the discoveries of Revelation. A natural inter
pretation of the Bible follows of course. The 
student comes to it to be taught; he sits as a 
scholar to receive instruction; he presents his 
understanding and heart as a plain, unwritten 
tablet for the divine Author of Revelation to in
scribe therein whatsoever he pleases. This is 
of the very essence of faith. 

In fact, the whole of our present subject is 
merely the working out of the particular habit 
of mind of which faith consists, and to which it 
leads. H The Bible," says Thomas a Kempis, 
" must be read in the same spirit in which it was 
written." This temper will 110t, indeed, enlarge 
the powers of the understanding or discernment 
beyond the reach of man. Mysteries will be 
mysteries still; but it will give a sincere and un
reserved desire to know God's will, to receive 
from Scripture, and not to bring to it, the truths 
of religion; and to interpret. the divine word 
according' to its own principles and discoveries, 
and the analogy of its doctrines; and not ac
cording to preconceived opinions, natural reli
gion, the reasonings of men, the notions of the 
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482 IN'fERPRETATION [LECT. XXIV. 

world; the prejudices of a sect, the prescriptions 
of a church, or the standard of theology which 
may happen t9 prevail in any particular place 
or time. 

3. Again, faith PUTS US IN POSSESSION OB 

MANY OF THE BLESSINGS of which the Scrip
tures treat, and gives us a just apprehension of 
the great subject of divine Revelation. Even a 
~ork of human literature and scjence, can only 
be understood by those who know something 
of the general matter treated of. He who loves 
the science, and enters into it, will be the best 
interpreter; will take the greatest pains; will 
have the largest share of self-distrust, when 
difficulties arise; will take things in their order, 
and apply them for the opening of his way to 
further advances. Whereas, a man ..,ho knows 
little of the matter treated of, or who has no 
delight in it, or is possessed with an hypothesis 
contrary to its first principles, will make out 
very little to purpose. 

Thus in the Bible, interpretation to one who 
is in possession of the blessings treated of, is 
rath~r intuition than reasoning. Ninety-nine 
things out of a hundred, which puzzle the 
merely learned theologian, are to him obvious 
and clear. In reading, for instance, the epistles 
of St. Paul, if he has obtained the ,chief bles
sings there delineated, and is in the practice of 
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the duties enjoined; if he has felt the discove
ries made of man's fallen and sinful state; if, 
by the particular application of the principle of 
faith, he has reposed a humble trust in the pro.; 
pitiation of the Son of God, and has received the 
blessing of a free justification; if he has been 
led to love God by the influences of the Holy 
Spirit, and is delighting to walk in his com
mandments-if he has all these things, of course 
he has a key to the interpretation of the lan
guage relating to them. 

But 'if in studying these epistles, a man sets 
out with a high opinion of his own under
standing and his own merits; if he has no 
perception of hi.s fallen and guilty state; if he 
has no view of his need of a Saviour, no re
liance upon his sacrifice, no love to him, no 
desire to obey him ;-what can he make out 
of the language of St. Paul? What will he 
do as an interpreter? He will, he must perplex 
himself and others; he will use terms without 
meaning; he will bring down the divine doc
trine to his standard; he will put things out 
()f their place; he will be inconsistent and 
,obscure, and perhaps contradictory, in his ex
positions; he will be a far worse interpreter 
than the simplest Christian that has true faitn 
to perceive the scope and tendency of the mat
ter.s treated of. The simple Christian may 
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484 INTERPRETATION [LECT. XXIV. 

sometimes be formally wrong, he may mis
take a particular argument, he may push a 
point beyond its bearing; but he will be sUb: 
stantially right. No man thoroughly under
stands a practical subject, except he hasexpe,
rienced it so far, as to be able to compare what 
he reads or hears with what he finds in himself 
or knows to be found in others. The posses
sion of the things treated of is .the best clue. 
Other men make truth, this m8:n obeys it. 

4. Then faith leads us to SEEK THE .AS:
SISTANCE OF GOD'S BL~SSED SPIRIT in 
rightly understanding the Scriptures. It .is 
by this aid we attain that actual experience of 
~any of its blessings which we have just been 
adverting to. The Christian finds the Bible to 
be a Revelation, with an accompanying promise 
of the Holy Ghost, to dissipate that mental 
darkness which the same Revelation declares 
to be the effect of the fall. He implores, there
fore, the grace of God, the illuminating po~er, 
the aid which removes prejudices, which shows 
the force and harmony of doctrine, which opens 
the meaning, and demonstrates the necessity, 
and points out the adaptation, and gives the 
beauty of truth. Thus he calls to mind the 
Saviour's last act when he discoursed with his 
disci pIes, over· whose minds the notions of a tem
poral Messiah had thrown a cloud, and who/!le 
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very love to their master, being ill-directed, 
interfered with their just conceptions of his 
kingdom; he remembers that our Lord opened 
their understanding that they migltt understand the 
Scriptures; he remembers that the apostle 
prayed for the Ephesians, that they might have 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the kn~w
ledge of Christ, the eyes of their understandmg 
being enlightened.! And thus he unites pray:r 
for these blessings with every effort of hIS 
judgment in the interpretation of the Scrip
tures; he leans not to human wisdom, but 
seeks of God divine teaching and grace. 

5. Faith also guards us against THE. DANGER 
OF HAZARDOUS INTERPRETATIONS, OR A 
FALSE USE OF DIFFICULT PASSAGES. 

The will of man is deeply concerned in all 
departures from the truth.2 No fundamental 
princip~e rests upon one or two difficult .text~. 
If there be that singleness of heart whICh IS 
involved in a lively faith, no danger will arise 
from the misunderstanding of such passage, 
and they are but few. The peril arises, not from 
the existence of such passages in Scripture, 
'but from the wresting them, u'hen we are unstable 

and unlearned, to our own destruction. lI Whereas, 
1 Luke xxiv. 45. Eph. i. 17, 18. 

• Bishop Van Mildert, to whom this. lecture is much in
debted. 

3 2 Pet. iii. 16. 
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iffaith meets these texts, she either wholly leaves 
them, or else uses them to the purposes for 
which the entire Revelation of Christ was com
municated. The perverse disputings which the 
a~ostle guards us against, are of men of corrupt 
mmds.1 Men of humble minds, endued with 
true faith, fall not into perverse ~isputings; if 
controversies arise, they will not be perverse, 
they will not be of men who corrupt the word of 
God, they will not be of men who handle the 
word of God deceitfully. Thus faith shapes 
her course safely amidst the shoals and quick
sands, where human presumption would make 
shipwreck. 

'6. Finally, the same principle of submission 
to God's testimony will DISPOSE US TO RE

-SORT TO ALL NECESSARY HELPS, according to 
the nature of the different cases which arise. A 
possession of the main blessings of Christianity 
and reliance on the assistance of the Holy Spi
rit, will guard the Christian against material 
error; but will not exempt him from the ne
cessity of various subordinate helps for attaining 
a more adequate knowledge of truth in all its 
bearings and proportions. Divine Revelation • 
is indeed perfectly distinct from human s~ience, 
as emanating from the fount.ain of wisdom; yet 
it has this in common with ordinary science, 

1 1 Tim. vi. 5. 
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that it flows through the channel of human in
struction. We must receive it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God; 1 

but we must nevertheless examine it as it is 
delivered, clothed in the language of men, and 
subject to the general rules of composition. 
This is the province of human learning; the 
matter being still unreservedly submitted to, as 
coming from God himself, and infinitely supe
rior to the mere petty arts of human criticism. 
Superstition blinds the eyes of men, forbids 
them to study the Scriptures, and enjoins an 
implicit obedience to the traditions of the 
church. Enthusiasm rejects all human aid and 
professes to rely exclusively on the illuminating 
Spirit.. A well-informed faith avoids each ex
treme. It relies simply on the divine aid fo~ 
the matter of truth; but for the form she con
sults all those helps which a good provi~ce 
places within her reach; the labours of com
mentators; the writings of the fathers; the 
confessions of particular churches; the. general 
consent of the universal church in all ages and 
places; the aids of travellers, historians and na
turalists; all the lights cast on the study of the 
original languages, and the kindred dialects; 
the continual elucidations of living students; 
together with the deductions of reason as to 
the relative bearing of the things laid before 

1 1 Thess. ii. 1::3. 
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us. Only these aids will be consulted not,as 
primary, but subordinate; not as masters and 
lords over faith, but servants and ministers .to 
her; not as permitted to meddle with the mat
ters revealed, but in order to arriv,e at the fact, 
what are really the revealed matters. 

In these various respects, then, a just expo- , 
sition of the meaning of Scripture springs di
rectly from faith, because the true and living faith 
which receives divine Revelation, receives the 
particulars of which that Revelation consists. 

But whilst a right interpretation has this 
source, it will be materially aided by, .. 

II. COMMON SENSE AND THE ORDINARY 

LAWS OF HUMAN LANGUAGE. 

Faith having laid the foundation of a j~st 
understanding of Scripture, hands us over 
to the general dictates of conscience, and the 
rules by which language is ordinarily inter
preted. To teach by human language, is to 
teach by ideas which already form a part of 
the stock of human knowledge. If terms are 
used in a new sense, they will be found to 
be explained by the sacred writers. If di
vine grace is necessary to the reception of spi
ritual things, this also will, as we have, fr~
quentlyobserved, be fairly avowed in the Reve
lation itself. But the language will, after all, be 
human, and be subject to the usual laws by • 
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which ideas are conceived and expressed. There 
is, indeed, a poverty in all language; and trans-

,lations, and distance of time and place, may 
throw an ambiguity over certain passages of 
ancient authors; yet, in point of fact, there is 
only one true sense to be attached to any word, 
in any writerf ancient or modern; w~ic\ sense 
is indicated by the connexion and sefles of the 
discourse, by its subject-matter, by the design of 
the speaker or writer, or by some other adjunct. 

In common lif~, no prudent and conscientious 
man intends that a diversity of meanings shouIa 
be assigned to what he writes or says. And if 
books are handed down to us, as of authority 
and credit, it is because they were composed 
with integrity of purpose. Now, if this be 
the practice in all fair and upright intercourse 
between man and man, much more is it so in 
the Book of God. The perspicuity of Scripture, 
~he plainness and simplicity of the style, the 
artless form of the narrative parts, its brief 
and diversified hymns and psalms, the gospels 
and epistles penned by the Evangelists and 
Apostles, for popular instruction'; the manner in 
which truth is ,generally conveyed, surrounded 
with practical uses, and as occasions served to 
develop it-all this assures us that the ordinary 
commqn-sense laws of human language, are 
our safe guide in the interpretation of the 
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490 • INTERPRETATION [LECT. XXIV .. 

sacred Records. The design of God in his 
Revelation would be lost to his creatures, if an 
endless multiplicity of senses were once ad-. 
mitted. 

Some chief rules, however, maybe laid down,. 
which are nothing but the application of these 
principles: but which still may be of use in a 

, day like the present, when novelties of all kinds 
are afloat, and the very grounds of an honest 
interpretation are disputed. 

1. THE SIMPLEST SENSE IS GENERALLY THE. 
TRUE ONE. The Bible is the most popular 
book in the world. "Where the simple and 
obvious sense will stand," says the judicious 
Hooker, "he that departs from it, goes farthest 
from the real mind of the Spirit." The me
thods of obtaining this sense are not arbitrary, 
any more than in any other book; but fixed by 
laws drawn by experience and observation fro~ 
the nature of language. All important truth 
lies on the surface of the Scriptures, recurs 
again and again, is stated in a variety of forms, 
and presented in many different lights. No 
man can mistake it, so far as the comprehen
sion. of it depends on the terms employed. It 
is not interpretation, but faith which is wanting. 
It is the passions of men, not the difficulties of 
Scripture, which corrupt our decisions .• The 
vast bulk of mankind are quite as capable of 
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understanding all its main statements, as the 
learned few, though tese can combine truth 
better into a system, and defend it more suc
cessfully. against the arts of sophists .. This ~ne 
rule embraces nine hundred and nmety-mne 
parts out of a thousand of the doctrinal and 
preceptive parts of the Bible. 

2. If the sense of certain passages be not ob
vious, then consult more at length THE OCCA
SION OF THE BOOK BEING WRITTEN, the time 
when it was published, the persons to whom it 
was addressed, the context by which it is 
surrounded. This is what an honest man does 
as to any human writing. Generally the sense 
is simple, and he follows it. If difficulties oc
cur, he pauses, he reads the passage again, he 
looks to the preceding and following sentences, 
he considers the occasion, the persons, the time, 
the general subject of the writing. Thus. he 
soon obtains the true meaning, or a meanmg 
not verYt remote from the true one. For. no 
material false sense can be put upon a partIcu
lar expression, but some other expressions. in 
the sentence, some other parts of the narrative 
or argument will detect it. The fals~ meaning 
may suit some few of the surroundmg term~, 
but not all; and, like a key to a lock, unleSS-It 
be the true one, it will only be the more diffi
cult to pass, as force and violence are applied. 
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Matters of history, names, chronological 
geographical niceties, genealogies;"lie ' 
the most open to uncertainty j and it is of 
comparative moment to determine these 
over accurately, so far as the practical innuenl!!8! 
of Christianity is concerned. Other 1-""'l3GII;:;GI 

are illustrated by the usages of the time b' tb'l' " b . , y e 
o servatlons of travellers in the east b :tt i t 

t bI" h ' Y ne es a IS. ed force of proverbial language, by tiih 
comparIson of parallel phrases Here " ,I . . . . . a cau-
tIOUS cntI'clsm has her natural province .' r. 

1
. . , ana 

no Imlt can be assigned to the' t' . "'i . . ' JUs Improve-
ments and dIscoverIes which every age 'b " ,1u 
An h' . . r~llg~. 

t IS IS the dictate of common sense. 'An6~ 
ther rule follows. '! ' .j 

3. Let BRIEF PASSAGES BE EXPLAINE:n'Bt 
THOSE THAT ARE MORE FULL ON THE sAM:i 
OR KINDR~n SUBJECTS. The collation o(par
rallel texts IS the master-key to the Holy Scrip
tures. It makes the Bible its own interpreterl• 
It surrounds the short, apophlegmatic s " . • umma .. 
nes of truth with a divine exposition. It gives 
the ~regnant word its real, because inspired', 
meamng. I. r~ad of the Almighty being a iob'Il, 
a refuge, a hldmg-place; I readof Christ being 
the shepherd of his people; I read of the 
preaching of the cross; I read of the Comforter 
of the churc~. I .want to know the import, of 
these or the lIke brIef phrases. I turn to wh'a't 

, LECT. XXIV.] BY FAITH. 493 

the same sacred writers have'themselves said 
'~ore at length on the same topics. This is my 
I Clue. I throw into the single term all the ideas 
~nveyed in the enlarged instruction. Thus 
cthe mysteries of the heing and perfections of 
the eternal God, of the incarnation, of the sa
~fifice of the cross, the fall of man, the opera
~iions of grace are all expounded for me by the 
'presiding Spirit. The prophecies of the Old 
Testament, again, are thus made to illustrate the 
jransactions of the New; and the history of the 
N, ~w to reflect light upon the Old. The phrase
ologyof the Mosaic economY,is thus traced out 
in the language of the Evangelical, and is in
'1:.erpreted according to that more spiritual dis
pensation. The historical parts of Scripture 
are also blended in one body with the precep-

I 

tive; and the prophets' allusions to passing 
events, are illustrated by the' reigns of the 
k.'ings under whom they flourished. 

There is nothing which is necessary for man 
to, know, but, if it is expressed concisely and 
briefly. in one part of Scripture, is given more 
fully and explicitly in another. It is the 
same inspiring Spirit that speaks every where, 
and it is our duty to follow his infallible guid
ance. 

'oJ 

" I will not scruple to assert," says Bishop 
Horsley, "that the most illiterate Christian, 
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if he can but read his English Bible and will 
take the pains to read it in this manner, » (com
paring the parallel passages according to the re
ferences,) H. will not only obtain all that practical 
knowledge which is necessary to salvation, but 
by God's blessing will become learned in every 
thing r~lating to religion, in such a degree, that he 
will not be liable to be removed, eitherby the re
fined arguments, or by the false assertions of 
those who endeavour to graft their own opinions 
upon the oracles of God. Let him study the Bible 
in the manner which I recommend, and let him 
never cease to pray for the illumination of that 
Spirit by which these books were dictated, and 
the whole compass of abstruse philosophy and 
recondite history shall furnish no arguments 
with which the perverse' will of man shall be 
able to shake ~his learned Christian's faith." , 

4. Let FIGURATIVE AND POETICAL PARTS 

BE INTERPRETED BY THE FIXED AND ORDI

NARY LAWS WHICH ARE CONS'l'ANTLY AP

PLIED TO SUCH LANGUAGE IN COMMON LIFE. 

Everyone knows the difference between an 
act of Parliament and an ode; and every 
honest mind applies the rules of language as they 
are respectively suitable to each. In grave and 
strait-forward history, in the lives of patriarchs 
and saints, in the narratives of our ~aviour's 
actions, in the delivery of solemn doctrine and 
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precept in the epistles, the obvious sense of words 
is the true one. In the lofty poems of Moses, of 
Isaiah, of David; in the allegories and parables 
of our ,Lord; in the Proverbs of Solomon; in 
the poetical imagery of the Canticles and the 
book of Job; in other parts of Scripture where 
the style is figurative, highly sublime, richly 
adorned with metaphors, abounding with sud
den transitions; filled with those kinds of ex
pressions which an impassioned feeling or the 
prophetical impulse dictates-the interpretatio~ 
is subject to different rules, but rules as strict 
as in the plainest and most unadorned prose. 
Every man feels this, and insensibly obeys the 
leading of common sense in interpreting the lan
guage of the, Scriptures. The danger arises 
when weak or ill informed persons take occasion 
to irr'ipose wild and fanciful senses, merely be
cause certain terms, independently considered, 
might admit of them, though in their connexion 
they reject any such violence. And still greater 
evil springs from the application of typical or 
poetical rules of interpretation to the preceptive 
parts of Scripture, and thus explaining away 
all the force of the most solemn truths under 
the pretence of eastern imagery or Mosaical 
types. Common sense distinguishes. Com
mon sense, as the handmaid to faith, passes on 
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. j J 

securely. It is the perverse and wilful or the 
, r., • 

weak and inconsiderate, who ate led a:str~y~ 
No man can wander far, that desires to"seek 
~r'uth, and uses the proper means for attai~i~~ 
l~. The parables have commonly" a" .i~~J 
given by our Lord. The loftiest flights or:t~e 
prophets have some main import. The' ~~~t 
profound observations on human life, in th'e 
Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, have a cleara~d 
declared practical purpose. The devotio~~l 
poems are the genuine language of thes~~l 
under deep emotions; and are instantly unde~:" 
stood when similar emotions are felt. The f~~ 
difficulties that remain are not ge~'erally so: c#
cumstanced, as to embarrass the humble/.'~i~~ 
dent. The unfulfilled prophecies, indeed, \vW~r'J 
the highest ~oetical and ~gur'at.ive lang?af?e.':\¥ 
connected with the obscuflty which the' wisdom 
of God has spread over this part of hlsWo~d'J 

b 
' I 

to e only explained by event; call for' 'm6¥~ 
than usual caution in what we venture to i~tir~ 
pret; but involve no practical difficulty, if f~ttii 
and humility be duly regarded. dl!L 

5. It is a good rule, further, to SUSPEND 'o~~ 
JUDGMENT WHERE A PASSAGE IS, ~FTER A'i.l~: 
NOT OBVIOUS, AND TO WAIT FOR FUliT~I~~S: 
INFORMA TION, rather than to commit 'o~:r:r 
selves rashly and prematurely to a deci~iri~: 

, "".J ' 

" i; 

LECT. XXIV.] OF COMMON SENSE. 497 

. wh~ch may turn out to be unsound. 'York 
. with the ·plain texts, imbibe the simple and 
main instructions, fully enter into the large and 
ample materials, where nothing is wanting but 
time, prayer, meditation, love. Suspend your 
judgment on the difficult passages. They are 
left as trials of your humility. They are at
tached perhaps fully as much to the matter as 
the expressions. Do not stop all future im
provement by wedding yourself to an hypothe
sis, and then coaxing texts, as it were, to speak 
your meaning. The Bible is a depth which we 
shall never fathom in all its parts. Like the 
bookof nature, it is clear in its most important 
fea~ures, and speaks the divine power and good
ness; but, like that book, it is mysterious as to 
the essences of things and their mode of exist
ence, and involves a thousand mysteries beyond 
our, short-sighted view. But like that book, 
again, it lies open to the cautious labours of 
future inquirers. Some lights have been 
thrown 'upon it by every diligent and humble 
student. Every age leaves the difficulties les
sened. We transmit to others those which we 
cannot surmount, as the preceding ages left us 
many which we have been enabled to eluci
date. The same impress of majesty and yet 
simplicity, of clearness and yet mysteriousness, 
of main and great features, prominent and in 
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telligible, and deep obscsrities in the detail,. 
appear in the book of nature and the book of 
Christianity. 

6. I observe, therefore, lastly, that THE 

GREAT SCOPE AND ANALOGY OF TRUTH will 
either solve all material- difficulties, or render 
them, in a practical view, so useful, as to produce 
perhaps better effects than if they were all ex
plicitly solved. The main scope of the Bible 
is not civil history, poetry, philosophy, human 
science, critical niceties, beauties of style, arti
ficial systems of theology; but the salvation of 
the soul of man, by faith in Christ Jesus. l 

Every part of the Revelation t~nds to humble 
and abase the sinner, to honour and exalt the 
Saviour, and to promote holiness. A distinct 
conception of this main scope, will assist in 
forming a judgment as to the drift of passages 
where minor difficulties occur. 

. I 

And there are I\lany .... compendious and bri!: 
liant summaries of doctrine, which shine like the 
polar star, to direct and guide our couJ:,se. In 
human compositions, the spirit of a book is 
allowed to be every thing. "I know," says the 

I "The scope or purpose of the Spirit of God is not to ex
press matters of nature in the Scriptures, otherwise than in 
passage, and for application to man's capacity, and to matters 
moral and divine. And it is a true _ rule, 'Auctoris aliud 
agentis parva auctoritas.'''-Lord Bacon. 
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reader, "the author's mind; I see' his scope; 
I perceive his main points. There are some 
things which I cannot so well understand; but 
I sink them in the mass of those which I do." 
Now if this is true as to human writings, how 
much more is it applicable to a book which is 
divinely inspired for one simple purpose, to 
guide me from earth to heaven, to reveal my 
fall and recovery, to teach me my duty and my 
happiness, to discover to me myself and my 
Saviour ! 

But this leads us to consider how all the 
preceding remarks should be amplified by-

III. THE RULES WHICH THE PARTICULAR 

CHARACTER OF 'fHE INSPIRATION BELONGI'NG 

TO THE DIBLE, SUGGESTS. 

For there are various ways in which corrupt 
nature is likely to fail in the application of 
the general rules directly springing from faith, 
as well as from the particular details of them sug
gested by common sense and the ordinary laws 
of language. These dangers may probably lie 
oil the side of drawing down the whole import 
of Revelation to a human level; forgetting the 
weight which the last and finishing portion of 
Revelation may flaim; explaining away capi
tal doctrines and duties among the temporary' 
.and local topics of different dispensations; 

KK2 
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weakening the grand distinction between what 
is real and vital, and what is only nominal in 
Christianity; omitting to take in the place, and 
use and proportion and effects of each truth, 
with the truth itself; forcing the simple mean
ing of Scripture either to express or exclude 
mysteries according to our own turn of mind'; 
and attempting too much to,reduce,into system 
what perhaps God has never intended we should 
be able to effect. 

N ow to guard against these evils, which 
spring from our fallen nature, let us ever keep 
in mind the peculiar character of inspiration, 
whicll the Bible possesses. And, therefore, 
let the matter o.f Revelation suggest, in these 
respects, our rules of interpretation. 

1. Let us RISE TO THE SUBLIMITY OF'THE 
SCRIPTURE MYSTERIES, and not bring 'down 
these mysteries to our, petty conceptions; 
The things of Scripture are new, grand, stu-, 
pendous, inconceivable. When we first dis
cover them. in the Holy Scriptures by a true 
faith. we are lost in the contemplation of the 
greatness of the ever-blessed God in the 
majesty of his works, in the orders of his provi
dence, in the incarnation of his only-begotten 
Son, in the sacrifice of redemption, in;. the 
operations of the Holy Spirit. ,But when ,.we 
afterwards become involved in the human ,rules 
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of interpretation, we are in danger of sinking 
in our entire estimate of truth. "Weare to use 
reason in religion every where," says my Lord 
Bacon; "only the mind must be enlarged to 
the greatness of the mystery, and not the mys
tery contracted to the narrowness of the mind." 
The words of Scripture are plain, the language 
generally perspicuous; we think we seize the 
interpretation because no difficulties occur. 
But we mnst continually rise to the elevation, 
the vastness, the glory of the divine theme. 
We must not insensibly lower the Revelation, 
but aim at enlightening and expanding our 
minds to the amplitude of the discoveries. We 
must conceive of them according to their trans
cendent grandeur, and long for the future world 
to unfold them to us more 'adequately. This is 
to act indeed as faith demands. This is to act 
as we, worms of the earth, are called to do in 
studying a Revelation from the eternal and 
infinite God. 

2. We must give to the LAST AND FINISH
ING PORTION OF REVELATION THAT WEIGHT 
WHICH IT MAY JUSTLY CLAIM. For as it has 
pleased God to make the discoveries of, his 
grace gradual, from the first dawn of promise 
to the full effulgence of the gospel day, we 
must follow the augmenting light, and expound 
all the preceding instructions in the tone and 
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glory of the consummating development. This. 
is more important, as our Lord expressly prO-i 
mised the Holy Spirit to guide the apostles into 
the fulness of that truth which they Were not 
able to bear, and which he did not discover' ,. 
during his abode upon earth. Not that we are. 
to undervalue the preceding portions of the 
sacred records, or to omit giving a proportionate 
importance to all its instructions; but we are 
to bestow the largest share of attention on the 
evangelical economy, and more especially on 
the apostolical epistles, because they contain 
the last aIfd most explicit declarations of the 
divine will. To confine our regards to the 
Psalms, the Sermon on the mount, the Gospels, 
is not faith but self-will. To stop at the stan
dard of the Mosaic or prophetical discoveries, 
is to depreciate the apostoli.cal. To linger 
about the foot of the mountain of inspiration, 
instead of ascending to its summit and taking 
the commanding views and the widened pro
spects which there stretch aroUl~d, is neither 
honourable to God nor advantageous to the in
terest of truth. It is to lose ALL. It is to sink 
down to natural reason and a darker d1spensa
tion and preparatory truth, when God calls us 
to the accomplishing and perfect revelation of 
his will. Our rules, therefore, of interpretation 
will be misapplied, or rather will be insufficient, 
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if we bring down the gospel dispensation to the 
previous imperfect and introductory ones, in-' 
stead of elevating all the preceding portions of 
the Bible by that which closes and illustrates 
the whole. And human nature so strongly 
tends to deterioration, to low views of truth, t9 
self-reliance, that the stronger guard is neces-

- sary in our study of the Scriptures, to watch 
the divine tract, and rise with the rising light 

of inspiration. 
3. It follows that we must not ALLOW WHAT 

IS TEMPORARY, LOCAL, AND EXTRAORDI

NARY, TO HIDE THE LUSTRE OF WHAT IS PER

MANENT AND BINDING. For the Bible was 
not written for one age merely, or one country, 
or one portion of the church; but for all times, 
all places, all circumstances. The Bible is not 
merely the inheritance of Europe in the eigh
teenth century, but was the guide of Asia and 
.Africa in many preceding ages; and is to be 
the teacher of the whole world in some future 
time. The Bible contains the Patriarchal and 
Mosaical covenants, which have passed away; 
as well as the evangelical, which remains. The 
Bible gives the temporary events of the first 
establishment of the gospel, and the extraor
dinary powers exercised by Moses and the 
prophets, and by Christ and his apostles; as well 
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~s the permanent and ordinary doctrines ,anwt 
p~~mises which are to illuminate and .. sustainii . 
the church in all times. , '"j."" ~iJ.l./l~ 

.There is, therefore, an obvious distinction to be 
made between temporary, local, and extr~ordi~) 
nary matters, and those which are ofundeviatin~t 
and paramount obligation. Human nature ]ov.es!l 
ceremonies, pomp, external appearance., Human) -
nature soon forgets the infinite grace andpQwe!l: 
of the Christian redemption, and loses herselt. 

. a~idst the figures and adumbrations of the.1aWl,r{ 
the enactments of the Jewish polity, the direc .. d 
tions and rules laid down for the early churches.iJ 
Human nature is especially in danger oc'mer~, 
ing. the sanctifying and permanent influenceiOf 
the Holy Ghost, in the temporary and extra.or'r11 
dinary power of miraculous operations.i;,Chen 
interpreter of Scripture must modify and elevate;l 
his views by this important consideratioIll.H 
Much, no doubt, is local and peculiaI: in.thed 
Bible. which, under the Christian dispensation~\ 
is either not binding at all, or not binding) to,,\ 
the extent that it was under the law. JXhe I 
prophets have much local matter.. 'l'he'4i~) 
vine mission of our Lord has much pecl)liaf.I; 
to his office. The extraordinary powers.,pf;.t;he..., 
apostles, and the wonderful gifts ofJh~SpjrA~J.il 
':.h.i.ch . cea,se,q ,af,t(j,f; ~he.(~ay~ of tbft,tir~t)Qprj~p 
tIans, make a consIderable difference in the 
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mode of the ,doctrines delivered. in the Con

firmation of reliO'ion, and in the evidences of . 0 

grace and faith . 
, Yet, in the midst of all this, there is a grand, 

exalted, permanent doctrine, an explication ?f. 
the divine will designed for all times; mani
festations of God's purposes of salvation in 
Christ· Jesus, which remain ever the same; 
operations of grace on the fallen heart of man, 
and rules of duty for his conduct, which are 
similar in every age. Faith, then, must keep 
her eye on this capital distinction, and acquire 
the ,. habit· of separating, without inj uring or 
we.akening, the divine instructions. . 

114~' It is' only an extension of the same remark 
to ,gay; that we must DISTINGUISH BETWEEN 
REAL AND'VITAL CHRISTIANITY, AND WHAT' 
C'ONSTiT(lTES A MERELY NOMINAL ADHE,;.' 
RENeE lTO ITS EXTERN AL ORDINANCES. For, 
here," again, nature is ever prone to fail. 
TOlhave the form of godliness, and !Jet den!J the 
power therecif,l is the common disease of t.he 
visible church, and will drag down all our 111-

terpretations, unless the matter of Revelation, 
as contained in an inspired volume, and having 
a, 'character peculiar to itself, elevate and sus
tain our minds. When once we have imbibed, 
by a'lively faith in God's testimony, what real, 

!ili ,., . >',. '1 2Tim.iii~ 5. 



506 INTERPRETATIOl\ [LECT. XXIV. 

Christianity is,. what is the scriptural standard' 
of sin and holiness, what is meant by a contrite~ 
heart, by pardon and justification and peace.iru 
the ~lood of Christ, by a life of holy love and 
obedIence and communion by the power of'the' 
Holy Spirit, by a separation in taste and pursuit: 
ffom the pomps and vanities of this wicked. 
world. When all this.is understood; and when' 
the opposite points of the utter insufficiency of 
mere knowledge, of a mere adheren~e to the. 
name of Christian, a mere discharge of outwardl 
duties, a mere participation in sacraments,' a' 
mere historical faith and dead works are also 
perceived and appreciated, then we must.be 
governed by the mighty discovery. We. must 
not waste our time, nor fritter down our atten
tion, .upon exte:nals and forms, and the tithing 
of mlllt and anIse and cummin, whilst we in
sensibly lose sight of the weightier matters .QV 
the law and gospel. 'Ve must be aware of the
strong propensity of nature to lower the im..; 
portance and explain away the injunctions of 
Revelation in its peculiar characters. . : 

'Ye must, therefore, not apply the language' 
addressed to the first churches, where all, or 
nearly all, were true converts, to churches where; 
scarcely any are. We must not argue from the 
purity of Christian bodies when few and scattered 
and under persecutions, and separated from th~ 
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civil authority; to Christian bodies when numer
ous, and combined in nations, and enjoying exter
nal peace, and sustained by Christian govern
ments. The nature of the case must modify the 
application of our principles. We mu~t. keep .in 
mind the broad distinction between spmtual lIfe 
and spiritual death; between vigorous and primi
tive Christianity, and feeble and worldly; be
tween the church when persecuted and dis
charged of mere formalists, and the church 
when at peace and filled with them; bet'Yeen 
what constitutes real and vital Christianity, and 
what is only nominal and external. 

5. We must also ever .bear in mind, that THE 
USE AND PLACE AND RELATIVE BEARINGS OF 
EVERY 'fRUTH, ARE TO BE DERIVED FROM 
THE SCRIPTURES, AS WELL AS THE TRUTH 
ITSELF. This remark differs from the preced
ing ones. Those went rather to guard t~e in
terpreter who was in danger on the ~lde of 
tameness and woridly-mindedness-this and 
one or two following ones, are more designed 
for those whose perils spring from the common 
corruption of our nature, but in an opposit~ di
rection. The peculiar inspiration of the BIble, 
not only excludes cold and heartles8 interpreta
tion, but excessive and rash. The place and 
consequences and use of each truth, are to be 
attended to, as well as the truth itself. Weare 
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apt to take the truths of Scripture; and, having 
formed them into a series of propositions,.,.tQ 
think ourselves at liberty to use them I as, me 
will, ~xpound them as we will, put them,tog64 
ther into a compact whole as we will, draw.inl'i 
fere~ces from them as we will. Butthis'js (not 
the Bible. This is not to interpret but to enaot 
the law. This is not to give to God's inspired 
word its proper province, but to contract, its 
limits according to our own imagination. _, 1; 

Humble faith, indeed, aided by the suggesl'" 
tions which common sense furnishes, will gu~rd 
against fundamental errors in these respects.;! 
but the divisions and controversies and heresie$ 
which have taken their rise from aneglect!of 
this obvious rule, make it important to dw;ell; 
somewhat fully upon it.

o
:
Jl

' 

Our duty in interpreting an inspired Book, ,is' 
to consider, not only the statements of it in their; 
broadest features, but in all their ramifications/.
We take the fall and corruption of man-but this is
not enough-we must examine the way in which 
the doctrine is introduced, the uses to which iit 
is applied, and the accompanying truths' which,' 
are· found to surround it. We take thepur-, 
poses and decrees of Almighty God-we de!' 
duce the doctrine-but this is not enough, un~' 
less we conjoin the proportionate space it Jills, , 
the connexion in which it stands, the churches. 

LECT. XXIV.J OF INSPIRED BOOK. 509 

or··individuals to which· it is' addressed, the 
practical temper and feeling enforced by'it.·So 
as to all the doctrines of Scripture. The place; 
the bearing, the use; the proportion, are as 
much matters of Revelation. and are as much 
to be followed .out in their details, as the doc
trines themselves; or else the foundation will be 
of God but the superstructure ot man; the , , 

premises infallible, but the conclusions fallib,le; 
the materials of supernatural temper, the bUIld
ing of natural. 

. The wheels in a complicated and delicate 
machin~, if· taken separately and dissevered 
from' ,their accompanying parts, lose all their 
value.' View them together, working the one 
in this way, and the other in that; some mov'
ing vertically, others horizontally-the cogs on 
the circle of one playing into the indented' sur
face' of another, and. all' regulated by the skill of 
the mechanic-and the result is beautiful and 
surprising. . 

.,1 But if I take a single wheel of a watch, as men 
take a·single doctrine of Revelation. If I assert 
that the wheel is really a part, a constituent part 
of the curious machine; as men affirm that .tbe 
doctrine, Predestination for example, is a real 
and constituent part of the infinite scheme of 
redernption,,-;-what . avails such'· ali:: insulated 
affirmation-?) 1 ask where' a're'-the other ~wheels, 
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where the combination fixed by the presiding 
hand of the Maker, where the main spring~ 
where the practical result in the indication of 
the hour of the day and the regulation of 
human affairs-as I ask where are the doc
trines . which surround the one in question; 
~he~~ IS the. c.ombination of truths fixed by the 
mspm~g Spmt, where are the main principles, 
where IS the practical indication of my feelings 
and duty? The whole Bible-the whole doc .. 
trine as stated in the Bible - the whole 
bearing and influence of the doctrine-the 
whole relative position of it as to other doc
trines-all the inferences and deductions from 
it, must be sought for in the same divine records' 
where the principle itself is revealed, in order 
to entitle our statements to the high commen,;. 
dation of being scriptural, and authoritative~ 

But we pass on to observe, 
6. That we must not :FORCE THE SIMPLE 

MEANING OF SCRIPTURE, EITHER TO EX

PRESS OR EXCLUDE MYSTERIES according to 
our turn of mind. Man is fond of extremes; 
But all the parts of Scripture are to be received. 
They are all of equal authority, though not all 
of equal importance. They all proceed from 
infinite wisdom; ~nd that wisdom fixes their 
respective importance, as well as makes them 
a part of the Revelation. In a state of incipient 
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faith, men are apt to pass ovC!' nil the pcculiur 
doctrines of thel gospel, which they do 110t 
strongly feel the need of, or do not know how 
to apply. In a state of warm Christian feel
ing and advanced familiarity with truth, men 
are, apt in some degree, perhaps, to omit and 
pass by the doctrines which rest on natural 
religion, and the primary duties which imme
diately flow from conscience and the accounta
bleness of ~an. They consider them as not 
only subordinate-which they are-but useless, 
which they are not. All Revelation takes for 
granted, the religion of nature, and cannot be 
uJlderstood nor applied without that religion 
being admitted either explicitly or implicitly. 
Itis generally admitted implicitly, conscience 
is followed, reason is taken as a minister, the 
responsible nature of man" is acted upon with
out controversy, and without direct reflection. 
But it is important to remember, that Scripture 
is not to be forced either to express or exclude 
mysteries. All the truths in Scripture are of 
equal authority. The subordinate are to be 
received so as not to exclude the highest; and , ' , 
the highest so as not to omit the subordinate. 
N a one truth is to be so interpreted or so em
ployed, as to contradict any other truth. 

I t is especially necessary, in the present day, 



512 INTERPRETATION [LECT. XXIV •. 

to remember that we are not to search for- the 
highest mysteries of Scripture, where they were' 
never intended to be found, but to be content 
with the different matters of the divineRevela~ 
tion as theyare simply set before us. 'Someofthe 
most fatal errors in the church have arisen froQl 
a desire to find the loftiest discoveries of Reve; 
lat~o? ~oncerning Jesus Christ and the Holy:'
SPIrIt, In the Patriarchal history, and in the' 
plainest parts of the Books of Kings. The mis: 
chiefs arising from Origen's fanciful scheme of 
old; the errorsofCocceius, in modern times; the 
forcible application of every part and portion Qf, 
the Psalms to the Messiah and the eagerness to 
find out what is called a spiritual sense, in op~ 
pOSItIOn to the literal meaning of God's word: 
have all their origin in a discontent with the 
proportion in which the mysteries of Scrip': 
ture are found in that divine book, and in' the 
wild notion of imposing unheard of, and new 
and remote and unnatural senses upon the 
plainest narratives or most devotional parts of 
the divine Records. The effect is to take away 
all meaning from the whole Bible, to open the 
door for every extravagance, and to destroy 
that fine and beautiful variety which now cha
racterises the inspired book of God. 

The Holy Spirit has in every part of Scrip-
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ture~one grand meaning, and conveys one lead
ing instruction, though others may by fair in-

, ference be deduced. This, is the real spiritual 
meaning, that is, the meaning ofa book' which 
~elates.to spiritual things, and comes down 
.from God to man'. But some call the spiritual 
me,aning a new meaning put on Scripture by a 
lively fancy. Types, prophecies, parables have, 
of course, a -meaning beyond that which they 
express. But in all these, it is the judgment 
which is the interpreter, according to the esta
blished rules· ·of language. Those parts of 
Scripture whicQ. are not of this character, have 
only one meaning, and that is the literal; and 
our concern is not to hunt for a new meaning 
which we call the spiritual, but to deduce use
ful instruction· from the plain sense of the 
passage. Otherwise we may make the Scrip
tures mean what wepleast); we may impose a 
sense of our own; and there will remain. no 
certainty in Revelation, but we may prove from 
'jt error as readily as truth. The Papist, the 
Arian, . the Socinian, the N eologian, applaud 
-the suggestion, and employ it but too success
fully to their· own purposes. And the piety 
and good intentions of some who first propose 
such senses, do not lessen the mischief of the 
scheme on which they proceed, but render it 
more plausible and dangerous.} 

I Scott. 
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7. But I observe, lastly. that the peculiar 
character of Inspiration belonging to the Bible 
should prevent our attempting TO REDUCE 

TRUTH TO A TOO MINUTE HUMAN SYSTE~rJ' 

WHICH PERHAPS GOD HAS NEVER INTENDED 

WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO. Some plan of 
truth, in its great outlines, is, indeed, essential
the apostles continually give such schemes. 
The deduction of consequences is also neces~ 
sary, forthe purposes of discipline ,and good order 
in Christian churches. Confessions and arti;.. 
cles of faith have therefore their use. But to 
frame a detailed and minute system of truth 
in the way of what is termed systematic Theo
logy, is to forget the majesty and simplicity of 
truth, to forget the limits of the human under
standing, to forget all we have remarked so fre
quentlyon the ignorance of man, to forget the au
thor and infinite perfections of the inspired Vo
lume. The premises are not all revealed. We 
know in part only. The mind of the interpreter 
is soon biassed in the exposition of particular pas
sages, when the trammels ofa system hang around 
him. The frankness and simplicity of truth is 
lost. Many of the most important addresses to 
the consciences of sinners are weakened, and 
much of the cautionary instruction designed for 
true Christians' is omitted. Our system be
comes our Bible. We start from its proposi
tions as our first principles, and the authority 
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of the all perfect word is virtually undermined. l 

Faith itself is contracted and enfeebled. Indeed 
this is the one point which we have been en
deavouring to illustrate and to which we return. 
Our whole subject is involved in a true and 
lively faith. The direct suggestions and aids it 
furnishes-the helps which it derives from com
mon sense and sound laws of language, and the 
considerations arising from the peculiar charac-

1 "For the obtaining of the information, it resteth upon 
the true and sound interpretation of the Scriptures, which are 

the fountains of the waters of life. The interpretations of 
Scripture are of two sorts; methodical, and solute or at large. 
For this divine water, which excelleth so much that of 
Jacob's well, is drawn forth much in the same kind as natu

ral water useth to be out of wells and fonntains; either it is 
first forced up into a cistern, and from thence fetched and 
derived for use; or else it is drawn and received in buckets 

and vessels immediately where it springeth: the former sort 
whereof, thol1gh it seem to be more ready, yet in my judgment 

is more subject to corrupt. This is that method which hath 

exhibited to us the scholastical divinity; whereby divinity hath 
been reduced into an art, a sinto a cistern, and the streams 
of doctrine or positions fetched and derived from thence. 

" Certainly as those wines which flow from the first tread
ing of the grapes, are sweeter and bett~r than those forced 
out by the press, which gives them the roughness of the husk 
and the stone; so are those doctrines best and wholesomest 
which flow from a gentle crush of the Scriptures, and are 
not wrung into controversies and common place. And this 
ourselves we set down as wanting, under the title of, THE 

FIRST FLOWINGS OF SCRIPTURE."-Lord Bacon. 
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ter of inspiration attached to the divinerecords~ 
are only so many methods which the principle 
of faith employs in her exercise on the testi
monyof God. The more simple and vigorous 
that principle is, the more will it apply itself to 
the devout study of the Scriptures in all their 
extent, in all their variety of matter, in all their 
authority upon the conscience. In short, the 
reception of the Christian religion, as! of
divine origin, will carry with it all the de
tails of that Revelation, and lead to all the 
means of ascertaining what it is which they 
include. 

But here an objection meets us. A diversity 
of interpretation is said to exist among sincere 
and devout Christians, and to render the tenor 
of the Scripture so far uncertain, and embar
rass the mind of the sincere inquirer. 

To this we reply, that the fact itself has been 
exaggerated-that, whatever these differences 
are, they are not chargeable up~n Christianity
that they fall on subordinate matters for the 
most part-that they may be avoided in prac
tice-and that the universal church has pre
sented but one front of truth to mankind. ' , 

I say THE I'ACT HAS BEEN GREATLY EX
AGGERATED. There have been diverse inter
pretations no doubt; but they have been trifling 
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and inconsiderable, compared with tho dil'oel. 

and universal truths which Christianity has 
taught. Misguided men, though pious, have erred 
and do err; but let us not lose sight of the ten 
thousand times ten thousand blessings, which 
these ,very men receive and act upon. Arian
ism; Socinianism, and Neologism have, indeed, 
caused great evils by their corruptions of the 
sacred word; but this is, infidelity under the 
guise and cloke of Christianity, destroying 
the faith of Christians. A cold and tame 
interpretation, also, of the Christian Records 
evaporates all their force; but this is formality 
under the name of faith. To all who receive 
the divine Revelation with a true faith-and with 
none other are we now concerned-the inter
pretation of its records is simple, and the diver
sities of opinion in no way weaken the mighty 
force of the truths communicated. 

But THE DIFFERENCES, WHATEVER THEY 
ARE, ARE NOT CHARGEABLE UPON CHRISTIAN
ITy-just as the unnumbered evils to which the 
works of God in nature are abused, are not charge
able on natural religion. No: the folly of man is 
not to be imputed to the infinitely wise God. 
Man perverts every blessing in some degree. 
The depravity of his affections, the weakness 
of his reasoning faculties, the different portion 
of original endowment and of means of im-
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provement with which he is entrusted, all occa
sion a variety of judgment on some of the decla
rations of God's will, both in the book of nature 
and the book of grace-but none prevent the 
operation of truth, the obligation of conscience, 
the main and commanding discoveries of the 
divine glory which are made. Nay, the very 
diversities of interpretation· on minor details, 
prove the integrity of the inquirers, the inde
pendence of mind with which they have sought 
truth, and the sincerity of the faith with which 
they embrace the Christian Revelation. 

For these interpretations FALL FOR THE 

MOST PART ON SUBORDINATE MATTERS, and 
merely serve as a wholesome exercise of humi
lity towards God, and forbearance and kindness 
towards man. What have the diversities of 
opinion as to the discipline of churches done; 
but set various bodies of Christians to work 
with redoubled activity, to prosecute with 
warmer zeal one gTeat object? And even the 
differences of interpretation on the fundamental 
doctrines of Revelation, affect not the doctrines 
themselves, but some circumstances, some par
ticular uses or inferences from them, whilst the 
capital points remain untouched. 

And the remaining evils of these differ
ent interpretations may be DIMINISHED AND 

AVOIDED IN I'RACTICE, if the Scriptures be 
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studied with adequate humility; if the main 
doctrines and duties of Christianity are kept 
prominently in view; if the heart be faith
ful to the love of a crucified Saviour. A prac
tical use of the most disputed texts may be 
readily found, from the design of the sacred 

. penman; whilst the very diversities are calls 
for further improvement, larger measures of at
tention and prayer,. growing acquaintance, by 
the comparison of different proposals and opi
nions, with the amplitude and virtue of the 
word of God. 

And, after all, the UNIVERSAL CHURCH 

HAS PRESENTED. BUT ONE FRONT OF TRUTH 

'fO MANKIND. Controversies have been tem
porary; new and strange interpretations have 
seldom outlived the age which gave them 
birth; differences of judgment have been con
ciliated. In the mean time, the whole body of 
sincere and devout Christians-those who really 
receive the Christian Revelation-have pre
sented one unvaried front of commanding truth; 
they have expounded the Scriptures in one 
way; they have spoken one language; they 
have been animated with one love to their God 
and their fellow-creatures, for God's sake; they 
have found the book of inspiration, emanating 
from the fountain of wisdom, respond to the 
language of their wants, fulfil the urgency of 
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their desires; and supply all the direction and 
joy needful for them on their way to heaven. 

The whole objection, in short, is frivolous: 
it first misunderstands the facts, and' then 
magnifies them; and then argues falsely from 
them. No; there are no differences of inter..: 
pretation as to main points of the divine Re
cords; and the diversities that do exist on less 
particulars, are as the dust of the balance, or 
the moats in the sunbeam, compared with the' 
grand, controlling, divine discoveries of salva
tion to ruined man. 

But we hasten to apply for an instant the 
whole subject to ourselves. The real question 
is, What kind of faith is it that we repose in the 
Holy Scriptures? OUR INTERPRETATION WILL 
PARTAKE OF THE NATURE OF THE FAITH 
FROM WHICH IT SPRINGS. Every man is an 
interpreter of Scripture-not in public, perhaps, 
-but to his own heart, to his children, to his 
family. And everyone interprets according to 
the moral and religious state of his mind. This 
divides the readers of the Bible into two grand 
classes; those who have a true and living 
faith, the operation of grace-and those who 
have only a dead and speculative assent, the 
produce of mere unassisted nature. 

THE VITAl_ GHRISTIANITY OF THE HEART 
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CANAI.ONE interpret aright, because it reads 
with faith, it reads with genuine submission of 
soul, it reads with an honest desire to know 

, the will of God. it reads with some experience 
of the blessings treated of, it reads with prayer 
for the Holy Spirit. This kind of Christianity 
can employ aright the various rules of ordinary 
language, under the guidance of plain sense. 
This kind of Christianity can be aided by the 
suggestions we have offered on the peculiar 
character of inspiration attached to the Chris
tian records. But A MERELY NOMINAL AND 
SPECULATIVE Christianity can do nothing as an 
interpreter of the divine word. It may discuss 
some incidental matters, arrange historical tes
timonies, settle a genealogy, argue a various 
reading; but what can it make of the infinitely 
momentous discoveries of Revelation which 
faith alone can receive and apply? This Chris
tianity wants not an interpreter, but conversion; 
not direction, but life; not the common aids of 
literary remark, but the transcendent helps of 

the Holy Spirit. 
WHAT, THEN, IS YOUR INTERPRETATION 

OF THE HOLY BOOK? Tell me its nature, and 
I will tell you what your faith is, and what the 
state of the mind in which that faith resides. 

But the case is plain. Multitudes of pro
fessed Christians read the Bible with a veil 
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upon their hearts. They see, but perceive not; 
they read, but understand not; they hear, but 
they comprehend not. The defect is not in the 
object, but the faculty; not in the book of God, 
but in the will of man; not in the smaller errors 
of interpretation, but in the want of the first 
elements and materials of religious percep
tion. 

Let each one, then, who is conscious that he 
has never understood his Bible-that it has 
been as a sealed book-that its mysteries have 
been a stumbling block, and its doctrines as 
foolishness to him-HuMBLE HIMSELF BEFORE 
THE THRONE OF MERCY, AN D IMPLOUE THE 
GRACE OF THE ~LLUMIN ATING SPIRIT; let 
him seek that aid which removes impediments 
and obstacles from the mind; which changes 
the heart; which abases the soul under a sense 
of sin, and elevates it with the hope of pardon 
in Jesus Christ. Then all will be clear. In
terpretation will become, as 1 before observed, 
rather intuition than reasoning. All the mys
teries of salvation will lie open in their practical 
use to his eager view; the import and force of 
every part of Scripture will commend itself to 
his conscience; the inward possession of the 
blessings treated of will correspond with the 
description of them, as the impression 011 the 
softened wax answers to the seal; and diversi-
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ties of interpretation will shrink into their true 
insignificance. 

This is the grand distinction. Do we inter
pret the Bible by grace or by nature; by mere 
reason, or by the aid of the Holy Spirit; by dint 
of labour and study, or by experience; by the 
powers of science and the application of intel
lect, or the voice of conscience and the feelings 
of the heart? Do we rest satisfied with the 
shell and surface of Christianity, external and 
incidental matters, a theoretic scheme of doc
trine, and the creed of a national church; or 
do we penetrate to the life and interior meaning 
of Christianity, reach its essential discove
ries, understand its scheme of salvation, and 
adhere to it from an inward perception of its 
unspeakable benefits? 

If, on this all-important question, any doubt 
remains, let us solve it by SEEKING MORE EAR
NESTLY AND DECISIVELY FOR THE AIDS OF 
GRACE; let us examine our state before God; 
let us, by prayer, imbibe and drink in the hea
venly influences; let us never rest satisfied till 
we know the truth, and the truth has made us 
free from the chains and degradation of sin and 
Satan. 

And let the sincere student of Scripture, 
whose faith and love are bringing into his heart 
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all the treasures of the divine word, grow and 
advance in THAT HUMILITY AND TENDERNESS 

OF SPIRIT, which are the best preservatives 
against the minor evils of different interpreta
tions of Scripture. The real danger from these 
evils is not from the passages thus expounded 
in various manners, but from the self-will, the' 
pertinacity, the dogmatism, the spirit of con
troversy, which the great spiritual adversary 
may take occasion to infuse. Humility and 
love preserve our own rights of judgment en
tire, but avoid the bitter fruits of obstinacy and 
division. The vital and fundamental points are 
held in meekness and charity; the incidental 
ones in silent and unobtrusive opinion; whilst· 
that blessed time is waited for, in which the 
operations of the intellect and the emotions of 
the heart shall be for ever harmonized in the 
revelations of a world, where knowledge and 
love will be united in their highest exercises, 
never to be disjoined or clouded through eter
nity. 

525 

LECTURE XXV. 

THE UNIVERSAL OBLIGATION WHICH LlE8 
UPON EVERY HUMAN BEING TO OBEY DI
VINE REVELATION. 

JOHN III 18- ·21. 

He that believeth, is not condemned; but he that 
believeth not, is condemned already, because he 

. ,. hath not believed in the name of the only-begotten 
. Son of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world; and men loved 
darkness rather than light, because their. deeds 
were evil. For everyone that doeth evil, hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his 
deeds should. be reproved. But he that doeth 
truth, cometh to the light, that his deeds may 
be made manifest that they are wrought in God. 

WE have done with the evidenc~s of Chris
tianity ; . we have concluded our argument. -We 
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turn now to intreaty, to feeling, to the impres
sion which we desire to leave on every heart; 
to the universal obligation under which every 
one of us lies to receive the. Christian Revela
tion with' a true and lively faith; such a faith 
as carries with it all the practical ~nds for which 
Christianity was designed, and terminates in 
EVERLASTING SALVATION. 

Nothing can be a stronger proof of the cor
ruption of man, than that any topic like this 
should be necessary. We might- have sup
posed that the question would have been to 
convince men that they were permitted to share 
in such vast blessings. W,e might have sup
posed that the difficulty would have been to 
persuade them that the fountain of grace and 
salvation stood really open to all; that God in
vited his fallen creatures to happiness; that he 
welcomed a weary, heavy-laden world to truth· 
and rest. 

And this is, indeed, the question with every 
penitent and contrite inquirer. The difficulty 
is, then, raised, not upon man's part, whether 
he will receive the blessing or not, but as it 
regards the offended Majesty of heaven-whe
ther it be indeed permitted to the sinner to 
approach his footstool, and drink of the fountain 
offelicityandjoy. When the heart is submissive,' 
there is no want of simplicity in appreciating 
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the evidence; no want of eagerness to partake 
of the benefits; but much fear and apprehen
sion lest it should lose such ullspcnknhlu Iller·· 

cies through unworthiness or unbelief. 
But with the great mass of mankind, the 

case is the reverse. Nothing is so difficult as 
to convince them of the paramount obligations 
of Christianity. They slight its claims; they 
elude its demands or' faith and obedience; they 
efface from their hearts the deep impressions 
which truth from time to time infixes. 

It becomes, therefore, most important to set 
distinctly before them the universal obligation 
under which every human being lies, to submit 
to the Christian Revelation. 
. Now, we may argue this, or rather enforce 

this-for I abstain from further direct argu
ment-by reminding you that men are already 
bound to obey and love God by THE STRONGEST 

ANTECEDENT OBLIGATIONS; that Christianity 
is so excellent in itself, that THE SLIGHTEST 

EXTERN AL EVIDENCE is sufficient to oblige 
men to obey it; that THE SIMPLICITY, VA

RIETY, INDEPENDENCE, AND FORCE OF THE 

EVIDENCES with which Christianity is actually 
surrounded, increase this obligation; that the 
duty'is augmented by the PARTICULAR AD

VANTAGES which we have each respectively 
EN J OY ED; and that the whole is carried to the 
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utmost height by its VAST DISCOVERIES AND 
THE IMMENSE INTERESTS WHICH ARE AT 
STAKE. 

And do Thou, 0 blessed Lord God, vouchsafe 
to assist us ! Do thou dispose every ear to at
tend! Do thou dissipate every 'prejudice from 
our understandings, and discharge every pas
sion from our hearts! Do thou excite in each 
breast an ardent desire for that grace, which 
alone can cause truth to penetrate and renew 
the soul, and give efficacy and success to all 
those evidences with which thou hast been 
pleased to accompany thy gospel! 

I. We observe, in the first place, that men 
ARE ALREADY BOUND TO LOVE AND OBEY 
GOD BY THE STRONGEST ANTECEDENT OB
LIGA TlONS; and are therefore by no means at 
liberty to receive or reject Christianity at their 
mere option. 

The question is not betwe~n Christianity;,. 
and no moral and religious accountableness 
whatever; but between that accountableness, 
dreary and awful, without assistance and with
out joy, and the same accountableness relieved 
by the gracious discoveries of Christianity. 
We are addressing those who admit the bonds 
.of essential religion. With the atheist we have 
nothing to do in the present argument. "Do 
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not imagine, then,"-I adopt the language of a 
great living writer,-" that you can consult your 
tranquillity by shaking off the incumbrance of 
Revelation. Do not imagine you may live 
without religion, the fear of God, restraining 
your passions, mortifying your lusts, making 
sacrifices 'from a sense of duty, if you can' suc
ceed in getting rid of the New Testament. 
You may shake off the restraints of the Chris
tian religion; but you will not on that account 
shake off the restraints of religion. Christianity 
did not give birth to religion. Christ was not 
the author of religion-did not come into the 
world to teach religion. Had the Son of God 
not come forth from the presence of the Father 
into the world, religion would have remained 
in all its extent and obligation. The law of 
God was already promulgated; the obligation 
of man to love and serve God would have re
mained unaltered; the chain which connects 
man with the Deity undissolved. Our blessed 
Saviour came not to make you religious, but to 
make you happy by religion. If he had not 
come, indeed, the religion of nature could only 
have . breathed the accents of despair and 
misery. Whether you choose to be the disci
pIes of Christ or not, you are previously under 
his law, and that law you have broken. Let 
the New Testament be a deception-Jesus 
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Christ an impostor; yet a judgment to come iar", 
certain. Every secret thing will be brought to t.· 
light. Whether you shall taste, indeed, of the; 
divine goodness, depends upon the truth of the 1 

gospel; whether you entertain any hope. of I 
pardon, enjoy communion with God as a Fa-.l 
ther, experience the consolations of religion; , 
be justified by faith, and die in the full assur-,. 
ance of hope; this is alone the gift of the. 
religion of Christ. If you reject this,· you 
reject your remedy, your medicine~ the only 
antidote to your misery. Your guilt, apostacy, 
ruin, is the great foundation on which all the 
statements concerning a Saviour rest; the 
things supposed and taken for granted. . Let 
no man think he can quiet his mind by shaking 
off the fear of judgment, by rejecting revealed 
religion. The only consolation you can derive 
by refusing to be guided by the New Testa
ment, is to lose the hopes of religion; to stand, 
in relation to God, as ail enemy, when you, . 
might have been reconciled to him by the blood 
of his Son, adopted into his family, and made 
heirs of eternal life. Do not imagine that you 
are in a state of safety, because you go out of 
hearing of the voice of Christ, the great De
liverer." 

Nor is this the only obligation under which 
we already lie, with respect to God and religion. 
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Another follows~ Let it never be forgotten, 
that if Christianity be true, it is NOT A MAT

TER LEFT TO OUR OP'I'lON whether we wiH 
receive it or not. Human authority cannot 
constrain; but divine can and does. It is a 
fatal mistake to suppose that it is left to- our 
choice whether we will receive Christianity or 
not; so that we are under no direct moral 
obligation to believe in it and obey it. On the 
contrary, we are under the strongest and most 
indispensable, supposing the religion to be true. 
Man is not left to his option; and he knows he 
is not: his whole moral nature, his conscience, 
the reason of the case, his common understand
ing, tells him the obligations he is under to 
submit to the greatest communication which 
God ever made to man. What! when God has 
provided a scheme for the salvation of mankind 
before the ages; when he has proposed that 
scheme by many successive revelations of him
self; when he has separated a chosen family 
from the rest ·of the world, to serve as a reposi
tory of his counsels; when he has sent out 
~any holy men and prophets, to signify before
hand the glories of a new kingdom, which he 
meant to establish upon earth, and to prepare 
men for the reception of it; when, after all 
these preludes, he has astonished the world 
with the completion of his adorable counsels, 
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by sending forth his only-begotten Son" the 
express image of his person, to take upon hi~ 
our nature, and to suffer and die' for us; and 
by raising up apostles, and evangelists, unde( 
the guidance of his Holy Spirit, to record the~e 
amazing transactions, and, by the attestation or 
stupendous miracles, to spread the knowled~e 
of them over the face of the earth :-when this, 
and much more has been done by the Almighty, 
to usher in the gospel, think not that all this . 
mighty apparatus is to be~thrown away on our' 
caprice or obstinacy; and that, after all, we 
may be at liberty to reject his whole design, or 
take as much or as little of it as our wayward 
fancies should suggest to us. No: as well may 
we think to overturn the everlasting mountains, 
or push the earth itself from its centre, as to 
defeat or set aside one tittle of that eternal 
purpose which God hath purposed in Christ 
Jesus. To whomsoever the sound of the gos; 
pel comes, whether he will hear, or whether he 
will forbear, by that gospel he must stand or 
fall. Through faith in Christ, he may inherit the 
promises; if he withhold that faith, it is not at 
his option to have no concern in the threatenings, 
of his affronted Sovereign! Accordingly, the 
gospel proceeds on the footing of my text. He 
that believeth, is exempted froin condemnation, 

1 Bishop Hurd. 
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and entitled to eternal life; .but he that believeth 
not, is condemned already, because he hateth the 
light, mid cometh not to the light, but prefers dark- -
ness to it, from the consciousness that his deeds 
are e'l.lil. For everyone that doeth truth, and acts 
as an accountable being, cometh to the light, and 
accepts and rejoices in the gospel, which sheds 
it upon a darkened world. 

These, then, are the antecedent considera
tions. Whether Christianity be true or not, 
you are under the essential obligations of reli
gion as due from a creature to his Creator' 
and if it be tr'ue-as it most assuredly is-it i~ 
not left to our option, but we are bound by the 
~ost solemn'sanctions to believe in it and obey 
It. These are primary principles. May your 
hearts yield to them! You see how the case 
stands. We do not so much argue as entreat 
and persuade. ' 

Let us proceed :-

II. To remind you that CHRISTIANITY IS so 
EXCELLENT IN ITSELF, THAT THE SLIGHTEST 

EXTERN AL EVIDENCE IS SUFFICIENT TO 

OBLIGE MEN TO OREY IT. 

I need not surely dwell on thIS point. You 
have not so soon forgotten the adaptation of 
Christianity to the obvious state and wants of 
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man. l You have )]ot so soon forgotten the ex
cellency and elevation of its doctrines/ the 
purity and beauty of its morals,' the inimitable 
character of its Founder/ and its tendency to 
promote in the highest degree the welfare of 
mankind.s The impression is still deep of the 
internal constitution and framework of Christi
anity. How worthy of God, how suitable to 
the whole state and desires and aspirations of 
man. Yes; the remedial, consoling nature of 
the gospel, its soothing and purifying character, 
its gentle and yet powerful operations of grace 
upon the heart, its knowledge of all the secret 
springs of human conduct, proclaim, as with 
the voice of an angel, the author from whence 
it sprung. The three facts there disclosed, the 
FALL OF MAN, the REDEMPTION OF l\IAN, the 
RESURRECTION OF MAN, have the impress of 
God upon them, and answer to the exact neces
sities of a ruined world. To comply with the 
demands of such a religion, is to act on all the 
obligations of natural religion, only in a higher 
degree and with new energy. To 'follow it, is 
to obey what conscience dictates, only in a 
purer and more uniform manner. To believe 
in it, is to find a remedy for all our moral mala-

I Leet. xiv. , Leet. xv. a Leet. xvi. 
• Leet. xvii. • Leet. xviii. 
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dies, and an incentive to all our duties. Its 
mysteries are the sources of the most holy af
fections of the heart, and the most strenuous 
obedience of the life. AI! is congruous, pure, 
eleva'ted, consoling. efficacious. 

Such, then, being the excellency of Chris
tianity, the obligation of obeying it rests on 
no minute and doubtful details of evidence; 
almost any external proof is enough for decid
ing the question practically; the lowest pro
bability carries with it weight enough to turn 
the scale. I enter, therefore, into no dispute 
about this thing or that thing. I sweep away 
all petty considerations, and I put it on this 
broad footing-the religion is so excellent that 
it binds man, in point of conscience as a moral 
agent, under the government of Almighty God, 
if the outward and historical evidences be at all 
satisfactory. Such a religion wants no evidence 
but itself. And every man that knows any thing 
of its real character, and is not totally lost to all 
sense of right and wrong, feels this. 

Take any part of the wide subject of evidences 
that you please-the authenticity, the lives and 
deaths of the apostles, the propagation, the 
t;niracles, the prophecies-there is enough in 
anyone to carry the practical judgment along 
with it. I am not now arguing-when we 
treated the evidences in their intellectual and 
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moral force, we showed the whole extent·.of 
them-I am now persuading, recalling, re
impressing. 

Remember, in human life man is governed 
by probabilities; he is compelled often on the 
most momentous occasions to act on a very 
low probability; he not unfrequently takes steps 
with the chances strongly against him ; as 
when the duration of life, or the success ofa 
scheme of commercial enterprize is calculated 
upon. Where an object is in itself desirable, and 
the plan commends itself to their judgment, men 
seldom wait for evidences at all, but act at once 
on the innate dictate of feeling. Especially if 
a remedy be brought for a disease, or a deliver
ance announced for a captive, or a beneficial 
gift proffered to one in distress, men do not wait 
for arguments and the balancing of probabili
ties, but they feel, accept, appropriate the be
nefit. 

Much more, then, doth Christianity bring 
with it all the moral obligations that can bind 
man. Here is a remedy divinely procured. 
Here is a deliverance wrought at immense cost; 
here is a gift which will enrich us for eternity. 
We want not arguments and intellectual dis
course, or very little of them; we want not evi
dences and credentials, or only in the slightest 
degree; we want feeling, perception of our 
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need, a heart to welcome, to believe in, to obey 
the joyful proposals. 

The mistake, if there should be one in receiv
ing itJ cannot be fatal where the whole religion 
is so holy, so lovely, so beneficial to man. To 
receive such a Revelation cannot but be safe, 
right, obligatory. To reject it, indeed, would 
require quite another course. Because, whilst 
a few evidences are en'ough to warrant our 
obedience where all falls in with our previous 
duties and corresponds with the voice of con
science; to reject such a religion would demand 
positive proofs, stronger and more conclusive 
than those by which it is supported-which 
has never even been pretended. To receive 
a Revelation so pure and excellent on its own in
trinsic merits, is one thing;' but to . refuse its 
claims, if we take that course, will require the 
complete establishment of a case against Christi
anity. We must then go into the whole positive 
body of historical evidences, and each of these 
must be outweighed by positive historical evi
dences on the other side. Common sense and 
conscience dictate this' distinction. I may re
ceive a holy and good religion without going fully 
into evidences, if I please; but I cannot reject 
it without a thorough examination. But such 
an examination no one, with whom we are con
cerned, ~ill venture to propose. 
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It is important, however, that this considera
tion should press with its full weight upon the 
heart. I am speaking of the moral obligation 
which lies on every human being to obey the 
Christian religion; and I· say it is so infinitely 
excellent and holy, that we need not trouble 

, ourselves with reviewing and committing to me
mory the detail of evidences; the.slightest re
collections are enough to carry the cause. The 
case proves itself. 'r 

I go further: a single reflection settles Ithe 
question. If there be any Revelation given 
from God to man, the Christian is that Rev.e
,lation; since no other can for an instant be 
compared with it in respect either of outward 
proof or internal excellency; and this Revela
tion actually accomplishes the purposes for 
which it professes to be given- the restora
tion of man to himself, tn God, to happiness. 
This consideration is enough to sway the 
judgment of any reasonable and accountable 
creature. 

And do you not feel this? Do you not know 
that you do not want proofs, but obedience; 
that the obstacles to faith are not in I Chris- • 
tianity, but in yourselves? Yes, I am persuaded 
you suspect at least that such a hoI y' religion is 
indeed from God; and must and does claim and 
demand your submission. I remind you, then, 
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of the obligation which these princi pIes bring wi th 
them. I ask you in the sight of that Almighty 
God, before whose bar we shall soon stand, 
whether you are not bound to yield to a Reve
lation of his grace so rich and exuberant as 
that of Christianity? I want to gain you 
to salvation. I dispute not-I persuade. I want 
a cordial, penetrating sense of guilt to awaken 
your fears. I want a view of a reconciled 
Father in Jesus Christ, to attract your love. I 
want a perception of your need of the influ
ences of the Holy Spirit to lead you to prayer 
for the blessing. I want the hopes and pros
pects of immortality to animate your efforts. I 
set aside reasoning. I speak to the conscience. 
Be the evidences forcible or slight; be they 
few or many; be they demonstrative or only 
probable; they are enough, on the lowest esti
mate, to c'arry with them the moral obligation 
of such a religion. 

But how much are these reflections strength
ened, when we consider, 

III. THE REAL SIMPLICITY~ VARIETY, IN

DEPENDENCE, AND FORCE OF THE EVIDENCES 

OF CHRISTIANITY. 

We made the concessions of the former head, 
in order to disarm opposition and touch the 
heart. We left the conscience to its sponta-
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n:ous influence. ~ e said that such a religion; 
wIth almost any eVIdence, was excellent enough 
to carry conviction to the human heart. _. 

But the truth is, there never was such an as.: 
semblage of proofs of every species capable of 
affecting and swaying man, as in the Christian 
religion. 

1. Mark their SIMPLICITY. Like the works 
of God in nature, there is an inartificial, simple 
beauty in them, calculated to strike every be
holder. The apostles go forth to preach the
gospel-they suspend the ordinary laws of na
ture-they appeal to their divine Master's name 
and authority-they perform their miraculous 
works under all circumstances, and before ene
mies as well as friends-the facts are admitted 
by their bitterest opponents-the religion 
spreads on the footing of them. What a 
straight-forward appeal this to the common 
sense of mankind! 

A series of wonderful events is predicted, 
during a period of four thousand years, with 
every variety of circumstance, affecting all the 
nations of the world; centering in the ~rson 
and kingdom of the Son of God, fulfilled and 
fulfilling before the eyes of mankind, goinO" on 
still in the present age as in each past' one. Can 
any proof be more simple and intelligible? It 
is an evidence accompanying the religion ill 
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every age; as the miracles were a proof at
tending the first. I want no chain of argu
ments to convince me of the true inference. It 
is the omniscient God attesting his own Reve
lation by unfolding something of the secret'roll 
of his decrees. 

We might retrace all our preceding Lectures. 
The majesty and simplicity of a divine hand, 
are apparent every where. Consider, I entreat 
you, how this goes to augment the obligation 
of ,receiving Christianity. 

2. But observe the VARIETY of these evi
dences. We have been obliged to groupe them 
in masses in our preceding Lectures; but the 
truth is, the evidences of Christianity are un
numbered-infinitely diversified-arising from 
the most remote quarters-stamped with the 
same endless and exuberant richness which 
characterizes all the works of the great God. 

Enter any of the fields of natural science: 
what simplicity, what sublime dignity -and 
grandeur! and yet, when you come to analyse 
the parts, what variety, 'what combinations, 
what,new elements and powers, what processes 
of renovation and decay, of support and ex
haustion-what wisdom, what contrivance, what 
results! 

It is thus in the Christian Evidences. The 
variety of them is as surprising as, their simpli-
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city. You take any part-the authenticity of 
the books, for instance, in which the Revela
tion is contained-you begin the inquiry; you 
become by degrees a little acquainted with the 
subject; you dig in the mine as ,the vein opens 
before you. New and unlooked-for proofs crowd 
on your mind. The variety of attestation, 
Christian, Jewish, Heathen, to our sacred books; 
the quotations made from them in the first cen
tury; the style and manner of those quota
tions; the admission of Jewish and Pagan ad
versaries; every thing conspires, with infinite 
variety of form and circumstance, to the same 
result. 

And this variety appears, not only in the 
number of the evidences and the exhaustless ele
ments found in each, but also in the DIFFERENT 

CLASS OF MATERIALS which constitute the body 
of each proof. Miracles, with their instant and 
irresistible appeal to the senses, are one kind of 
evidence. Prophecy with its slow and silently 
accumulated testimony, flowing like a stream 
down the course of ages, is another. The pro
pagation effected in the face of a hostile.,. world 
and amidst the terrors of martyrdom, is a third. 
The credibility derived from a critical exa
mination of the style and manner of our books, 
and a comparison of their main facts with the 
contemporary historians, is a totally distinct 

\ 
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proof from all the preceding; but not more 
distinct than the character of our Lord. And 
all these stand quite separate from the argu
ment from the tendency. And this again from 
the inward witness which Christianity offers 
to raise in every breast that will fairly make 
the experiment. 

This variety meets, in a remarkable manner, 
the diversity of human faculties and habits of 
thought, as well as the multiform bodies of men 
in different ages and remote parts of the world. 
There is that which' is suitable to the cast of 
mind of the profound philosopher, the accurate 
student of mathematical science, the reader of 
history, the classical scholar, the naturalist, the 
statesman, if only they will examine the ques
tion with candour and sincerity of mind. There 
is in the same storehouse of evidences, matters 
adapted to the savage just emerging from bar-

, barisrn, the child with its first opening powers, 
the inexperience of youthful and inquisitive re
search, and the infirmity of decaying years. 
No turn of mind can fail, not only of substan
tial conviction,but of a conviction congenial 
to its peculiar associations of thought and course 
of study. 

The different ages of mankind are, again, as 
much consulted in this variety, as the classes 
of individuals. From the first dawn of Reve-
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lation in the garden of Eden, during the~ges 
when it was handed down by oral traditipn, 
till the mission of Moses and the publication Qf 
the Pentateuch, there were proof-s of the, divine, 
will adapted for each respective period. The 
miracles and prophecies-the im,mediate hand 
of the Lord extended and displayed, were sen
sible evidences to the ages which elapsed d~r;
ing the leO'al economy. When the gospel was , b 

promulgated, its credentials accompanied it,; ~~ 
they attend it still, with every variety of attes:, 
tation, suitable to more modern periods of ti~e.' 

In short, the diversity of the kinds of proof 
seem to flow from the various attributes ,and 
perfections of t~e Almighty, and to pledge ,his 
glorious character in the sight o~ mankin?~~ 
The miracles seem to proclaim his powex:; ,thl1 
prophecies, his knowledge and understand,~J].gti 
the, propagation, his providential gove,rn~~I}ty 
the morals, his holiness; the doctrines, hi~;~i~j'! 
dom and love; the character of Christ,,;,hl~ 

grace and condescension; the effects; ~PP,1jl 
mankind, his benevolence; the inward witne,~s 
of the Spirit, his fidelity to his promis~~,.; 

Thus each separate ray is heightened by the 
combined glory of the rest, and unites in casting 
one concentrated effulgence upon the Revela
tion of the divine will to man. In how great a ' 

1 Davison. 
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degree this consideration augments the duty of 
a cordial reception of the gospel, I need not 
s~. ) 

3. But consider the INDEPENDENCE of these,' 
proofs one of the other. They are not the con
tinuation of one species of evidence, but the 
concurrence of independent testimonies, which 
might, each of them, have failed, humanly speak
ing, to unite in the proof. The miracles are one 
branch; the prophecies are another division, not 
of the same sort, not always pronounced by the 
same lips, nor published in the same age, and 
not following by necessary consequence the one 
from the other. The propagation is a third por
tion still independent of the two preceding ones: 
the good effects another-the internal evidences 
constitute a new series-,the inward experience 
of the Christian promises a still different. These 
are independent credentials deposed by distinct 
agents, many of them arising from circum
stances quite unexpected; others open to our 
actual investigation at the present hour; some 
created in our own breasts, and springing from 
our personal obedience to the gospel. 

This independent character makes it yet more 
impossible that the Christian Revelation should 
not be from God. Suppose, for a moment, that 
one class of the Christian testimonies had been 
invented by wicked and designing men; yet 
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these same individuals could never havecontrolI,. 
ed the events of distant ages, or the wills of per~, 
sons in remote parts of the world. These men 
could never have infused the beneficial tendency 
into the religion. These men could least of all 
have commanded that almighty power which in~ 
terposed for the first establishment of the gospel. 
Nothing is more difficult than to support a for,.. 
gery of ever so limited an extent. Truth w~ll 
appear. But to suppose a forgery which must 
have ramified over the whole earth, have se .. 
cured independent sources of proof, have called 
in a divine power, and yet never have acted so 
as to betray itself, is infinitely too absurd an idea 
to be entertained for an instant. " 

This independence of the proofs goes yet fur .. 
ther; it regards the moral, as. well as, the 
physical impossibility of any deception being 
practised. Suppose forgery to contaminate 
one division of evidences: for example, th~ 

testimony of the apostles to the Resurreo-: 
tion of their master and Lord, and the sin..; 
cerity of their belief in that commanding fact. 
Then all their design was hypocritical, dis ... 
honest, of the basest description of imposture. 
Then the men were at bottom the most de~ 
praved and infamous of their race. And yet 
their doctrine is so pure and sublime; the mo
rals they teach so holy and extensive;. the con .... 
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sistency of their testimony even- to death so 
entire; their unblemished and disinterested 
lives so free from reproach; the perseC"ution, 
contumely, loss of liberty and ease, and deaths 
by actual martyrdom which they endured, so 
unparalleled; that nothing but the truth of their 
story, and the sincerity of tneir belief, and the 
sustaining power and aid of the Almighty, can 
account for their c·onduct. The independent 
evidences thus make a delusion impossible. 

Not only so. 'The same talents and cast of 
mind' and reach of thought which could have 
invented one kind of testimony, would have 
disqualified them from succeeding in the others. 
They could invent miraculous stories, for in
stance; but could the same minds, or any 
miJ;ldsbut the most pure, have invented the cha
racterof Christ, or the morals," or the holy ten"" 
dency? This is saying .little; Could any minds, 
however pure, have" discovered, or have de
scribed, or have imposed, such" new and uri.; 
heard-of purity as appears in the Christ.ian reli
gion? No; whatever way you turn yourself, 
the': independence of the Chi'istian Evidences 
aff01'ds mutual checks the one on the other, and 
makes it impossible that the whole should be a 
forgery. 

Open, then, your' mind to the additional ob
ligation arising from this remarkable fact. See 
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the independence, as well as the variety, oflthe 
Christian evidence bearing on your conscience 
and persuading you to obedience~ I )\;:i 

4. I say nothing 'on the FORCE "which .. these 
united considerations give to the whole proof~ 
Force is a word far too limited; it is an, over~ 
whelming tide of conviction; it is a brilliant 
and refulgent burst of glory surrounding ;the 
Christian doctrine. Noone of these various 
kinds of proof has ever been fairly disproved~ 
They have' stood, each of them: for eighteen 
hundred years, open to the scrutiny of! :the 
world. The separate force of each has, gone 
on augmenting, by the events of history and the 
progress. of the· human mind in sound reaso.n .. 
ing. The .combinedforce comprehends every 
species of probable argument, sustained by:po,
sitive matters of fact, which can influence man·.; 
and is receiving fresh confirmations by theJul:'. 
filment of prophecies, the attestations of history,,; 
the discovery of manuscripts, coins and medals 
of ancient times, in every age. '~I, J I' ) 

This force is best estimated: by contrasting-it 
with the decreasing evid'ences of every other 
religion or pretended religion. The proofs, 
such as they were, of the Heathen mythologies 
have long waned and gone out. The proofs of 
Mahometanism have been for ages abandoned. 
The evidences of the different idolatrous reli..: 
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gions, of Africa or India" of, America or the 
South Sea islands, cannot for an instant bear 
the light. The pretended sufficiency claimed 
by natural religion diminishes in force, every 
year,' by the loud condemnation of facts and ex
perIence. . But the evidences of Christianity 
remain-in undecayed, vigour, and augmented 
brightness. 

, In fact, the Christian religion is the only re
ligiim in the world which rested originally on 
decided and distinct and reasonable claims to 
the obedience of men, and which has sustained 
those claims through a series of ages, and ex
hibits now a; bold a~d intelligible front to the 
observation of mankind. There never was a 
religion but the, Christian (under which I in
clude the· preparatory Revelation) that laid any 
one just pretension to the faith of its followers. 

,. -:And at this moment Christianity is the only 
religion in, the world that advances any fair 
claim on our belief. The unsubstantial grounds 
of other religions sink and disappear before the 
least, inquiry ; those of the Christian increase 
and strengthen the more they are examined. 
. So that this question is between Christianity 
and no religion at all. If Christianity be not 
defensible, no one with whom we have to do, 
will support the pretensions of any other. 1 

1 Paley. 
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With this accumulated evidence, which it is' 
impossible adequately to appreciate.-whicb, in 
its simplicity, its variety, its ipdependence, and 
its force,baffles, like allthe other works of God, 
the powers of man fully to develop-Christi
anity meets the moral and accountable.being.t~ 
whom it is addressed. Christianity, so excel
lent in itself, as scarcely to require any evi
dence, possesses in fact every species; and 
then comes to man, already under the antece:
dent obligations and natural bonds to his Maker 
and Benefactor; and says. to him,. 'Give me 
your attention; yield up to me your passions; 
submit to me your will; open to me your intel
lectual and. moral powers. I will enlighten, 
and restore, and copsole, and bless you; lwill 
teach you the source of your present errors and 
ignorance; I will lay open. to you the whole of 
your malady; 1 will guide you. to the fountain 
of salvation. Bow only your proud, rebellioJ!S, 
intellect ; pretend not to divine alLthe reasons 
of my conduct; submit to that state of prpba
tion, both as to knowledge and duty, which I 
assign you. Lo, I offer all needful succour. 
The aids of grace, the strength and illumination 
of the Holy Spirit are before yo~. Yield, then, 
the contest. You cannot overcome, if you per-., 
severe in resistance; you are bound by every 
moral tie that can surround man; you are in 

, 
'\ 
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my power; you cannot elude nor defy with 
safety my vengeance.' 

Yes, my brethren, I hope I have, in sOQ1e 
measure, gained my cause. Surely my plead
~ng with you, for your own happiness, win not 
be whQIly in vain. 

I have touched on the grounds of the obli
gations under which you lie. Bear with me 
whilst I remind you, 

IV. Of the PARTICULAR ADVANTAGES 
WHICH ~"'CH OF YOU HAS RESPECTIVELY 
ENJOYED, AND WHICH UNSPEAKABLY A UG-

-
MENT THE .DUTY OF BELIEVING IN CHRIS-
TIANITY. For, besides those evidences which 
lie open to the universal attention of mankind , 
God l1as been surrounding you with circum
stances of advantage for weighing these proofs, 
a~d for complying with the obligations arising 
from them. The country in which you were 
born, the events of life which a good providence 
has ordered, the str~vings of the Holy Spirit 
with .your conscience, the advice, and examples, 
and prayers of ministers and friends, have 
bound your duty upon you with additio,nal 
ties. 

1. For YOU WERE NOT BORN IN A HEA
THEN LAND, far from the knowledge of Christ, 
where no sabbath-rest invited you to religion; 
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no profession of the gospel in your,eountrJ 
called your notice to ,its claims; but where-,'all 
was buried in nature's night. You might hi.~e 
had your lot cast in such nations, with the'milJ 
lions of the heathen, and have had,no,means:.of 
information as to Christianity, but such'as som~ 
benevolent missionary might bring you. I;, But 
you were born in a Christian country. '" Religion 
received you in her arms; she took you, and 
admitted you into the Christian church;. she 
washed you. in the waters of baptism;.' -she 
committed you to Christian parents and friends; 
she put the sacred Volume into your hands';. she 
has followed you with her prayers. 'f, .• 

N or was it in a dark period of the Christian 
dispensation that you were born, nor' in'a coun
try where the grossest corruptions of. it pre
vailed. No; you were bom in a pure and.,en
lightened day; in a protestant land; under.13. 
government and laws which respected and up
held the Christian faith, at a time when the 
efforls of infidelity had been exposed by the 
horrors of the continental philosophy;and the 
crimes of infidels and scoffers; when the facts 
as to the darkness and depravity of heathen 
nations had been demonstrated in the clearest 
manner; and the beneficial tendency of Chris
tianity had been proved in the missions abroad, 
and the revived attention to Religion at home. 
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BuLthese are not all your particular advan
tages. 
. 2.' THE EVENTS OF LIFE HAVE BEEN so 
O'RDEREDBY THE GRACIOUS PROVIDENCE OF 

GOD, as, on' various occasions, to aid the ten
dency of these' external circumstances of birth. 

Yes, there is not one before me,' but has been 
led, at one time or other, by the course of events, 
to additional means of salvation. Changes in 
your pursuits have brought you within the reach 
of the good and pious. Journeys and retire
ments have afforded you peculiar seasons of 
recollection. The consequences of folly and 
sin have been demonstrated to you in your own 
case, or in that of others. 'Disappointments in 
your, most ardent expectations have made you 
feel the, uncertainty of this world's happiness, 
and the. necessity of seeking after that which 
Christianity presents. U nex pected blessings 
and deliverances have been vouchsafed you in 
seasons of peculiar emergency; your life h,as 
been spared; disease has been stopped when 
at its height ; death has been arrested as he 
was entering your abode. Retrace the history 
of your 'life, and the mercies of a providential 
care will be most apparent. . Nor have the least 
important moments been those of peculiar afflic
tion,. deep domestic calamities and personal 
sorrows. In these events God has spoken to 
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you in the interior of the. heart; religion haa 
appeared in its just excellence; and interposing 
passions and pursuits have suspended. their fas-, 
cinations. What use have you . made of these 
occurrences? Have you looked up to the hand 
which guided you unseen? Have. you' con
sidered the obligations of obedience to his Re
velation,.as augmented by these appointm~nt8 
of the. Almighty?. 

3. And what have you done in consequence 
of THOSE MOTIONS OF THE BLESSED SP] RIT, 
which have not failed to suggest to you the ne'! 
cessityofsubmission to your God? You know 
not, possibly, what is meant by the influeilc~s 

of the Holy Spirit. I will tell you; that the 
Christianity which you are so little. acquainted 
with, consists much, as to its practical.blessings 
upon the· heart, in the influences of· divine 
grace; in the agency of the Holy Spirit. We 
have largely referred to this topic in former 
Lectures. I recur to it now, to show you the 
obligat~ons you are under to the great God and 
Father of all. Yes, those disturbances of mind; 
that uneasiness of conscience, those regrets 
after the commission of sin, those convictions 
of the importance ofreligion, that fear of death, 
those intervals of religious impression, those 
thoughts of God and duty which have visited 
your souls, have not been unattended with the 
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additional. force. and ,pungency i which the, in
fluenCe5 oegrace bestow. It is the Holy Spirit 
of God which has been remonstrating, calling, 
inviting you., by, these operations of your in
tellectual and moral powers. And for all· this 
aid you, will have to give an account. These 
movements of grace have: conspired ,with the 
events of your life, and have been most persua
sive when your outward circumstances called 
you most loudly to consideration. There have 
been. times, perhaps, when you were, like the 
kirig Agrippa, almost persuaded to be a Christian. l 

There. have,been times, when, like the wretched 
Herod,; you,have observed the ministerofreligion, 
and done many things, and heard him gladly.2 
All the8.e. inward motions of the Spirit bring a 
deep .responsibility with them; they cannot be 
neglected nor ,quenched with impunity. But 

. this is not all.' 
.4. THE .ADVICE, EXAMPLE, AND PRAYERS 

OF, )1INISTERSAND FRIENDS have, in most 
of those before me, swelled the catalogue of 
advantages, for which an account must be 
rendered to God. You have had the best 
counsel offered' you in the most affectionate 
manner; you have had that advice sustained 
by the holy example, and consistent lives, and 
happy deaths of those who gave it; you have 

1 Acts xxvi, 28: 2 Mark vi. 20. 
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seen, in your circle, perhaps in your immediate 
family, examples of rare virtue,instances!.of 
Icon version, the calm tenor of. a .Christian . .life 
and conduct; you have had religion . embodied 
before your eyes;. you have witnessed the llistl 
hours of departing piety. ·A mother's prayerSi 
which followed you through .life,' have, I been 
poured out for you, on. the bed of. death. J .,A 
father's wise counsel has. been solemnly '.re.,. 
peated amidstthe expiring accents of struggl!ng 
nature; and the anxiety and entreaties of health 
have been confirmed by the,faint prayers, of his 
last sickness. The minister of religion. has 
followed you with his affectionate and. persua
sive entreaties. He has visited your sick cham,. 
ber. He has witnessed the vows of amendmen.t 
and conversion, which you forgot, alas! almost 
as soon as the occasion passed. He I has; ad., 
dressed to you his gentle remonstrances.' He 
waits for your reformation. His prayers, .,his 
labours, his public and private instructions, are 
directed to one object, your salvation. I' 

And will you not yield? Shall not all these 
tender considerations persuade you to your duty, 
which you ought to discharge if not .one of them 
existed? Remember, if you forget them,. your 
Maker does no't; if you fail to regard them, 
there is a book in which everyone is noted; .:if ' 
you retrace not the series of particular advan-
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tages" God will ,republish them before an as
sembled world.. Yes, moral obligations cannot 
be,burst asunder with impunity. The Almighty 
has a' book of reckoning. to which the volume 
of :yourpast history will respond, and which 
the records, of conscience will confirm. 
i" It is· not' yet'too late. All your advantages 
may yet .be turned to the end for which they 
were granted. Salvation is yet proposed. The 
gospel· calls you to obedience. Believe the 
divirleRevelation.· Hesitate no ;longer. Re
nounGe your,unbelief and disobedience of heart, 
and submit ·to the yoke of faith. 
,But, weighty as these ,considerations are 

. which spring from· your original obligations to 
God~j:the;nature of Christianity, the force of 
its. evidences, and the advantages you have 
especially ,enjoyed, they may and will fail of 
their effect, unless we take into account, what 
I proposed to notice in the last place, 

". 
V. THE MOMENTOUS DISCOVERIES WHICH 

CHRISTIANITY MAKES, AND THE DEEP IN

TERESTS WHICH ARE CONSEQ.UENTLY DEPEN

DENT ON THE RECEPTION OF IT. 

This carries the obligations t? a height which 
no words can express nor imagination con
ceive aright. Dep'endent on the determination 
of this question,'is every other that deserves the 
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name. On the one point~ whether we obeY' or 
reject Christianity, our happiness here~ and 
hereafter, our . immortal destiny, heaven;:and 
hell; death, judgment, and eternity jan inter~ 
minable state of the most exalted bliss; or the . 
most unutterable woe;. the accomplishment Of 
al~the promised blessings, or the infliction of 
all the threatened penalties, of Cliristianity 
depend. 

l. . Recollect, I entreat you, THE MOMENTPUS 
DISCOVERIES WHICH CHRISTIANITY MAKES; 
the new position in which it· place~ you,. the 
new doctrines it reveals, the new duties it 'en .. 
joins~ the new relations it creates, the new and 
unutterable truths it proclaims. It opens' eter.:. . 
nity. It reveals the character and government 
of the invisible Creator. It brings life' and im~ 
mortality to light. It disclos.es all the sources of 
your misery. It displays the corruptitm' and 
guilt of your nature.· It Teveals that stand~rd 
of sin and holiness by which God judges you 
now, and· will. judge you at the last day.' .' It 
calls you to repentance and confession; to faith 
and 'humility~ to love to God and man; ·to a 
spiritual and obedient life. . It reveals the di;. 
vine Agent hy which an the claims cit the 'gospel 
may be compJied with, and all its·'dutieS"ful .. 
filled-the Holy Spirit of grace. What scenes 
are thus thrown open in the endless vi~ta before 
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you! What' duties arise; what dangers im
pend! Will you not, then, awake at "the call 
and invitation of mercy? Will you remain in
different and stupid and perverse, when God 
has condescended to make known to you your 
fall. your ruin, your remedy, your way, your 
end? 

Call to. mind,. particularly. THE IMMENSE 
LOVE OF GOD IN THE REDEMPTION OF JESUS 
CHRIST, . which is the peculiar discovery of 
Revelation. This increases the obligation of 
obedience· to the gospel. What! shall God 
have expended all his love, displayed all his 
wisdom, illustrated all his most glorious attri
butes, in the salvation of man; and shall man, 
in pride and self-conceit, .turn away his atten
tion 1 Shall he drivel about trifles, and hide. and 
blunt his 'sense of accountablenessamidst 
speculations and vain reasonings? Shall the 
eternal Judge have put off all his terrors, and 
clothed himself in mercy; shall he have sent 
his only.begotten Son into this miserable world 
as :a .sacrifice for sin; ,shall he have manifested 
himself as ,E'SSEN'l'IAL LOVE, as delighting in 
the happiness of his creatures, as diffusing and 
communicating blessings to all the beings he 
has formed, in every way consistent with his 
infinite purity and holiness: as a moral Gover
no.r; and shall man wrap himself up in his 
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passions and his self-will, and spurn, all 'this, 
exuberant loving-kindness, and shelter his ·en':. 
mity under the guise of metaphysical difficul l 

ties? What! shall all possible HELPS to ruined 
man have been devised, not merely in'· the 
mighty salvation of Christ, but in the freeness' 6f 
the gospel promises, in the institution of means 
of grace, in the seals and pledges of the sacra~ 
ments, in the voice and persuasion of ministers; 
in the promises and encouragements to prayer1

;' 

and shall man sullenly refuse to use these 
helps, or to mount by them towards the road. 
of heaven? Surely, surely you will not violate 
the obligations which spring from the immense 
discoveries of the love of God! Surely you will 
not turn into deeper -condemnation all those 
means of life which are let down, as it were,' 
from heaven to earth, in order to draw you up 
from earth to heaven! 

2. And can you forget THE DEEP INTERESTS' 
WHICH ARE AT STAKE IN CONSEQUENCE OF 
THESE DISCOVERIES ?-the last dread day, 
heaven, hell, eternity! 

Can you forget that LAST DREAD DA Y, when 
you must stand and be judged for the deeds 
done in the body? Can you forget that solemn 
assize, that tribunal where omniscience will 
detail the faCts; where infinite truth will pro--
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nOUllce the sentence, where OIl!nipotence itself 
will carry it into execution. That day which 
even natural religion acknowledges, which the 
Gonscience of man involuntarily anticipates, 
and' on the transactions of which the gospel has 
shed, a . blaze of light. The assembled world 
will. then be arraigned; the secrets of every 
heart will be made manifest; the moral account
ableness of man will be displayed; the force of 
the evidences of Revelation will be recognized; 
the, hidden motives which rendered these evi
dences unproductive of practical persuasion 
will.be brought forth; the actual vice, and per
verseness, and resistance to conscience, and 
wilful, obstinacy, and rebellion of heart, and 
neglect of warnings, and quenching of the mo
tions of the Spirit, and callousness of heart and 
perception, will th~n be made fully manifest; 
contrary arguments and reasonings of the cor
rupt intellect of man will be overborne by the 
instant irradiations of truth ; and out of his own 
mouth, and by, his own confession, will each 
sinner be judged. Avert then this awful con
demnation ! 0 h, be wise . to day! A waken 
now to those obligations which will be recalled 
and re-inforced on your distracted conscience 
at the last great tribunal. 

And is THE HEAVENLY l'H.IZE WIllen 

. CHRISTIANITY PRESENTS TO YOUR VIEW UN-
VOL. II. 00 
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WORfrHY OF YOUR PURSUIT 1 A prize so ines
timable that it is difficult even to raise .our 
minds to any conception of it. 'Ve contrast ,it 
with our present circumstances of . darkness. 
folly. guilt, self-condemnation, dread of the al. 
mighty Avenger. enmity, alienation of mind. 
misery; and we endeavour to think of what that 
happiness must be. where the NEGATIVES of these 
actual sorrows will lead on to all the POSITIVE 
blessings of which our finite nature is suscepti
ble. Not only shall there be no pain, no night, 
no defect, no tears, no apprehensions, no curfi\e 
there; but there shall be the fulness of joy. and 
pleasures for evermore. These pleasures shall 
be spiritual and exalted. The happiness' of 
mind is infinitely superior to any bodily satis
faction, however pure or permanent. The prize 
which Christianity proposes is the highest 
measure of the purest joys of which man. is 
susceptible-the joy of intellect when fully 
illuminated with truth; the joy of conscience 
when thoroughly penetrated .with light and 
peace; the joy of the heart and affections when 
completely satiated with their appropriate ob
jects; the joy of the whole nature of man 
when placed in entire repose and sati~faction, 
after a wearied life of conflict and tempta
tion. 

And not only so: it is a happiness spring-
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ing from the immediate presence and approba
tion of the great God, the fountain of all ~elicity, 
the source of peace, the spring of blessedness to 
all intelligent creation; whose frown consti
tutes the essence of misery, whose favour is 
essential life and joy. Nor this only: but it 
is the seeing of Christ, the presence of Jesus our 
Redeemer. the being with him where he is, to 
behold th'e glory which he had with the Father 
before the world was,l-the contemplating Deity 
in the person of the only begotten Son, the 
casting our crowns of brightness at his feet, and 
praising his love as the Lamb that was slain alld 

hath redeemed us to God by his blood.'}. 
The communion of the blessed orders of angels 

will also be a part of that heavenly. state. 
Yes, we shall join the innumerable company of 
angels ;3 we shap see Gabriel and all his com
peers in the angelic host, from the loftiest 
seraph that is before the throne to the lowest 
order of those pure and spotless intelligences. 
We shall be in communion with all that is holy 
and elevated and just in the creation of God. 

N or will the fellowship with the whole church 
of the redeemed be wanting. that intercommu
nity of love, that re-union of dissevered affec-

I John xvii. 24. • Rev. v. 9,12. 3 Heb. xii. 22. 
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tions, that. junction and return. of: separa,ed 
brethren and friends! There all will·kno.w and 
be known; all unite and be, united; all .see eye 
to eye, and be in eternal harmony, and.increas~. 
ing and, augmen~ing capacities of loving:~ and 
glorifying their gracious God and Father. ; : 

And i~ not such a prize worth ~triving. for 1 
Is not heaven worth attaining 1 Ar~ :not some 
of those exertions. which are wasted on .tempQ~ 
rary, mean, degrading, injurious pursuits, wO:r.t.h 
bestowing on this exalted object 1 Shall.men. 
be ever disputing about mole-hills of the e~rth) 
gathering and coll~cting stones and pebble.s~ 
sinking the immortal spirit in the downw:~rd 
course of earthly and petty pursuits; and will 
they neyer cast a look upward towards that 
heavenly crown, which is heIdin the Saviour'cS 
hand as the reward of faith in his name 1 "'1 1 

And how shall tongue express TH E .A WF:lJ~ 
CONTRAST TO ALL THIS .BLIss-the alternative, 
the correspondent doom which awaits thQ~e 
who receive not the, Christian faith ~nq. ga.in 
not the heC).venly prize 1 This augment~ .th~ 
moral obligations of obedience to Christianity. 
There is-:-there is-there is a gulf of misery;, a 
final separation from God, a worm thal,neve,r 
dieth and a fire that never shall be quenched, a sta~e 
of outer darkness where shall be weeping .and wailing 
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and Ignashing of teeth.-:..a . lake oIfi're anilbrimstone 
which"isl the second death.} Those to whorn. the' 
w6rdEI'of grace shall not be addressed,· will hear 
other words. 'HTHESE SHALL GO AW'AY INTO 
EVl'.:RVASTING PUNISHMENT," is the: result 
which will .. proceed from the same judgment 
as the opposite event, "AND THE RIGH'l'EOUS 
INTO LiFE ETERN AL.2 Nothing but the ' im..: 
perious dictate of true charity would· lead 
the' minister .of religion to touch on this topic: 
But he has no . choice. H Melius est cum \ ve
ritate dili'gere, quam cum lenitate decipere," 
says Augustine. Benevolence compels' us. to 
speak the truth; benevolence compels us to 
try to snatch froni. destruction our deceived 
fello\v-men. Benevolence compels us to warn 
Dives of that state of. torment into which 
unbelief. .and ·scorn . will plunge him; in order 
that,. repenting and believing the gospel, he 
may. be carried at his death by angels into 
Abraham's .bosom.3 

This makes the Christian faith so ob!igatory 
upon man, that the illterests at stake are of such 
incalculable importance; the unbeliever, not 
only loses heaven, but is plunged into hell; he 
not only',is deprived of the bt:mefit which re
demption profe~red, but remains under the con
demnation which his sins deserve. 

I Mark ix. 13. Rev. xx. 14. • Matt. xxv. 46. • Luke xvi. 
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And what ETEHNITY mearis, I know not-' 
how much is comprehended in that one word. 
I know not-whither it stretches. what it in
volves, what relation it bears to time, what its 
continually augmenting benefits of joy or depths 
of misery, I know not-imagination cannot con
ceive, words cannot express. Remember-wHE
THER CHRISTIANITY BE TRUE ou. NOT, ETER
NITY REMAINS. The immortality of the 
soul, the future state, the judgment-day and its 
endless consequences, ate truths whichnatu':' 
ral religion professes to admit: Christianity has 
only thrown a blaze of light on the obscure 
traces of these great doctrines. The least pro
bability of the divine origin of Christianity is 
sufficient, then, to sway an accountable being 
in seizing the hopes of mercy and availing him
self of the means of salvation.-What then 
should the accumulated eviQences of Revela;. 
tion do? Eternity eludes our comprehension, 
however we stretch our minds in the pursuit. 
The longest periods of time will know an end. 
From the fall of Adam to the present hour, 
six thousand years have scarcely elapsed-the 
term to our narrow minds seems long-but what 
are six thousand years to eternity! When ten 
thousand times ten thousand years have passed, 
it will be only begun. If every sand upon the 
sea shore were to be removed by onesingle grain 

.' 

• 

, 
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at a time, and with an interval of a thousand 
ages between each, at some period or other 
that space would be passed-:-but eternity_ would 
still stretch infinitely beyond! 

And against this eternity what PROTECTION 
have you? What assurance that it is not nigh? 
,What have you but the breath in your nostrils 
as an interposing security? For what is your life, 
is it not a vapour which appeareth for a little time 
and then vanisheth away? 1 What a slender inter
ference! What a momentary suspension! Plea
sure, vanity, pride, science, ambition, riches, 
honour, health, all hangi~g upon a thread! And 
what then must be the obligation of that reli
gion, which will render this moment of life the 
means of securing an eternity of bliss! 

Yes; I trust I have so far succeeded as' to 
bring your conscience to a stand. I have so far 
gained the day as to awaken some apprehen
sions. You resolve to obey the Christian reli
gion; you determine not to violate obligations 
which correspond with the antecedent relations 
in which we stand to God; which rest on the 
obvious excellency of the Revelation of Christ; 
which are increased by the 'variety and force of 
its evidences; which are yet further augmented 
by the particular advantages of each individual; 

1 James iv. 14 . 
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and are raised to their utmost height by the 
momentous discoveries and immense interests of 
eternity. 

Let, then, your submission to Christianity be 
immediate and cordial. 

I say IMMEDIATE, because ,delays are in, 
nothing so dangerous as in religion - where 
the impression of good is so soon effaced, 
and a relapse into indifference is so instan
taneous. TO-DAY, if ye will hear, his voice; 
harden not your heart! He that defers his con
version, will never be' converted at all. Meri 
often mistake their imagination for their heart; 
and believe they are converted from' the tirri~ 
they think about conversion.2 Lose, therefore, 
no time in deciding the case. Remember the 
accumulated responsibility which has been ga
thering, like a cloud, around you from the first 
dawn of reason to' the. present hour.' Every 
day has increased the account. Not a moment 
further is to be lost. Perhaps even now! th~ 
Holy Spirit is striving for the ,last time,vith 
your heart. And thou, Capernaum, were, the 
solemn words of Jesus to the people amongst 
whom' his works had been chiefly wrought, 
that art exalted unto heaven, shalt be thrust down 
to hell; for if the mighty works which have bet;n 

I Hebrews iv. 7. • Pascal. • 
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done. in thee, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have continued unto this day.. To avert a 
similar doom, turn at once to your offended Lord. 
BehQld his golden sceptre now extended 
towards you. Behold the day of grace still 
shines. Behold all things are ready; . approach 
his footstool and live. 

- But let your submission be CORDIA 1-

Yield. really to the call, of Revelation. Give 
your heart to your God .. Enter upon Chris
tianity with affection, with earnestness, ,with a 
persuasion of its infinite importance. Stop not 
short in formal acquiescence, external profession, 
a worldly and reputable piety, a tame faith, 
an outward attendance on the sacraments, oc
casional acts of duty. All this is mockery and 
insult, when put in the place of a real recep. 
tion of Christianity. God demands a .contrite 
spirit-· God demands grief and prostration of 
soul on account of sin-God dema:nds a faith 
which. bows cordially and with delight to the 
testimony of his word-God demands a reliance 
upon the merits and sacrifice of his Son-God 
demands a penetrating sense of the need of his 
grace and Holy Spirit-God demands the re
nunciation of every sin and the performance of 
a willing and filial obedience. Yield, then, this 

1 Matthew. 
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heartfelt subjection. The great God deserves it 
all; the eternal Saviour has' merited it all; 
the divine Sanctifier will produce it all. Only 
begin with full purpose of soul., ,Read, pray; 
meditate; separate from ackn,?wledged sin,; 
perform known duties. Especially, implore those 
prevenient aids and operations of grace, which 
are essential to all further progress. God puts 
religion into 'the understanding by reasons, but 
into the heart by grace. Seek the influence ,of 
the Holy Ghost in the first entrance on your 
course. His influence, like dew on the face of na
ture, softens, penetrates, refreshes, and fructifies~ 
To put religion into the heart by menace, .by 
force, is not to put religion there, but terror. 
GRACE makes all possible, spontaneous, de
lightful, effective-' it is itself a foretaste and, 
integral part of salvation. 

Thus, will your submission to Christianity 
be a matter of choice. Thus it will be, not a 

fit of devotion, but the fixed purpose of the 
soul touched by a divine hand, aware of what 
it is about, sensibl~ of the dangers and temp
tations before it, and yet resolved in. the 
strength of God to abide by its determination. 
He that putteth his hand to the plough and looketh 
back, is notfit for the kingdom of God. The ob
ligations of the Christian faith will ne~er ter
minate till the struggle of life is over. The 
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snares and seductions of the world will never 
cease to solicit. The malice and powers of 
Satan will constantly embarrass and annoy. 
You must be well resolved then. If you have 
seen the majestic 'truths of the Christian doc
trine, and the crumbling ruins in which the in
fidel ramparts lie, do not' tempt God by hesita
tion and tampering with conscience; but boldly 
and determinately take your stand. Enter the 
sacred building; abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty; dwell in the glory of his temple; 
persevere in your worship and obedience there, 
till you are ~ummoned from this lower and pre
paratory scene of duty to that upper and more 
glorious place, where the Lord God and the 
Lamb shall be the light thereof-AND YOU 

SHALL REMAIN AS A PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE 
OF YOUR GOD, AND GO OUT NO MORE} 

RECAPl'fULATI'ON OF INTERNAL EVIDENCES. 

We have now completed that rapid and po
pular view of the evidences of Christianity, 
which we proposed. 

After having led our youthful inquirer around 
I Rev. iii. 12, 
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the·bulwarksof the heavenly city~'and, Sh'OWIil 
him that the number and strength of· the'fortiJ.. 
fications were not only impregnable to the forces 
of the ene~y, ,but were such a's to 'give full ra.; 
pose and sense of security to the inhabitants);. 
we have'taken him and brought hini within'the 
sacred' defences, we have' led. him into' the 
,heart of the citadel, and pointed out th~ strength.' 
of the inward walls, and the proportion and de
sign of the several buildings.' 'Ve have shown 
him that the internal constitution of, the' place, 
is equally excellent with the external bulwarks ... 
We have made him go through the divisions arid 
mark the uses of the various edifices, compare 
their' parts, observe their suitableness for the. 
especial purposes for which they were project~ 
ed; and have thus aimed at filling his mind 
with high conceptions of the wisdom of the 
divine Architect. 

We have led him, above all, to the sanctuary; 
which adorns and protects the city, which is 
the joy of the whole earth-the palace qf the great , 
and eternal King. 

We were sure, indeed, beforehand, that a for
tress framed by the hand of the AlrWghty, would 
concur in its outward and inward character. 
And though we did not, and could not, allow. 
our young inquirer to sit in judgment with 
presumptuous confidence on what he might 
think ought to be the arrangement of the parts, 
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nOll to suspend his loyal ob,edience on their 
agreement with his' preconceived notions; yet 
we assured him that if, in a simple reliance on 
the skill which ,devised the exterior fortifica
tions,' he, would examine the internal arrange.,. 
ments, with the view of confirming his, faith 
and elevating his idea of the glory of his King, 
he would be astonished at the proofs of contri
vance, and foresight in every part. 
, ,This, then, h~ has done. The result has sur
passed' his expectations-the harmony and 
strength of, the interior itself, the divisions 
of ' the city, the, beauty of the chief places of 

\ concourse, the' glory ahd sanctity of the tern,. 
pIe, , have filled him with admiration. Some 
things, indeed,' have exceeded his comprehen-
8ion-, for no human mind can have 'the fur
niture or experience requisite for judgillg of 
such ,extensive and complicated details-but 
he has understood enough to allay his fears, to 
raise,his gratitude, and to induce him to rely 
with confidence on the successful issue of the 
combaC 
I ,In; other words, the internal evidences of 
Christianity have appeared as, admirable as the 
external. 

This, leads us, then, BRIEFLY TO REVIEW 
THE ARGUMENT ARISING FROM TH,E INTER
N A L PROOFS, OF CHRISTIANITY, which have 
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formed the subject of this division of our 
course, as we reviewed the argument from the 
external at the close of our last volume. 

In doing this, let us notice the general nature 
of the argument, the particular topics into 
which it divided itself-its rem~rkab]e agree
ment with man's probationary state, and the 
inseparable unity of the whole. 

1. You will remember that the GENERAL N A

TURE of the argument springs from those va
rious marks of excellency in the inward frame
work of Christianity which serve to confirm 
our faith in its divine original. They are the 
internal characters of divinity which strike every 
considerate inquirer, the more he studies the 
religion, and compares it with the powers, and 
tendencies, and wants ofsuch a creature as man, 
and with the confessed dealings of Almighty 
God in his natural providence and moral go
vernment of the world. 

For the main features of Christianity are 
not in all respects unknown to man; but rather 
fall in with his purest notions of Go, and con
science and moral duty on the one hand, and 
with his uniform experience of human weak
ness and depravity, on the other. They con
firm every thing which natural religion guessed 
at, rather than knew; enlarging, purifying, cor
recting, elevating the remains of the original 
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Revelation, and the dictates of that moral na
ture, which, though darkened and corrupted by 
the fall, is not.wholly obliterated and lost. They 
contain, besides, a new and mysterious dispen
sation of mercy in the incarnation and sacrifice 
of the Son of God, which gives energy to the 
dormant principles of essential religion, makes 
them practicable and delightful, and carries 
them on to all the ends for which t~ey were 
first implanted. 

Accordingly, in tracing out these effects and 
bearings of the Christian Religion, we disco
vered innumerable marks of design, of contri
vance, of divine sublimity and harmony, of 
agreement with the wants and necessities, the 
desires and anticipations of man. 

These are the internal evidences; and they 
furnish a most conclusive argument in support 
of those external credentials of the religion by 
which its reception is first secured. They add 
the test of experience and observation to the 
historical testimony of authenticity, credibility, 
divine authority, miracles, prophecy, super
natural propagation, ,prominent good effects. 
And when these internal proofs are still further 
confirmed by the inward witness of Christianity 
to the heart, in its answers to prayer, in its ful
filment of all its promises, in its communication 
of the grace of the Holy Spirit, in its actually 
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changing and elevating the whole moral' cha: 
racter of man, there seems to be every imagina~ 
ble species of evidence combined. 

All the faculties and feelings of mati's nature 
are brought to bear testimony to the 'truth' of 
C hristiani ty. His common sense and ordinary c'a
pacityofjudgment in the EXTERNAL evidence's':' 
his heart and' affections, his faculty of tracing 
out final ends. his perception of, harmony and 
beauty, in the INTERN AL proofs: an inwardcori: 
sciousness of moral health, and peace~ and j6y;' 
communicated to the mind ; an experience 'bY 
the highest practical good effects produced in 
him, in the test and INTERIOR WITNESS.' ',1 

Let us suppose a case, to illustrate the force ~'Of 
the internal argument. If a philosopher had ar~~ 
velation made to him of the system of the creation,' 
he would begin by considering the historic'at 
~roofs of the divine autRority of the communi~a~ 
bon. Here he would rest at first. AfterwardS' 

, ' 
when he found there was nothing in it directly 
contradictory to the fixed laws of nature apparent 
in the small portions of matter which he haa 
before subjected to his experiments, but that 
every thing went to confirm the results of his' 
narrow observations, whilst all seemed, in
tended for his convenience, relief, assistance, in 
many important respects, of which he was before 
ignorant,-this would exceedingly confirm his 
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f~i~h in th,e truth of the, revelation.,,, He wouLd 
not be:,surprised to find much in, it that was 
ne,;, much unthought of, many uses and plans 
w4lCh he had never been able to conceive or 
conjecture; a vast enlargement of the field of 
vision; many causes of things laid open; and 
much declared to ~m that was mysterious, in
comprehensible, beyond and above his finite 
powers. But if, in the midst of all this, he con
stantly found that the facts in nature, as they 
had lain before his view, were confirmed, that 
every thing agreed with his previous experi
ments ,and observation; and if, moreover, he 
found that the practical results of the whole 
were some most important benefits to himself , 
these convictions would raise his faith in the 
divine origin of the communication to the utiilost 
height} 

Such is the nature of the argument from the 
internal evidences. 

2. It is not necessary for me to RECAPITU

LATE THE DETAILS of this evidence. It is not 
necessary for me to, do more than refer you to 
the ADAPTATION 2 to the state and wants of 
man, which we found to pervade Christianity
as contrivance and provision for, his necessities 
pervade the visible creation. 

N or need I do more than refer to that plan 
I Verplank. • Lect. xiv, 
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of redemption, formed before the ages, of which 
the DOCTRINES OF CI'IRISTIANITyl are the 
development, and of which the practical s'um
mary is the love of God and the love of man. . 

Much less need I dwell on the MORALS2
. of 

the gospel, in which Christianity comes d'own to 
the conscience of every human being, sets right 
the mistakes of all the sages of aptiquity, and 
presents a morality, as practicable as it is pure 
and elevated; and which, flowing from the doc~ 
trines, carries with it a demonstrative evidence 
of the whole Revelation. 

But I must pause for one instant, to remind 
you of the inimitable perfections of OUR LORD's 
CRA RACTEIl.,3 in his ~ediatorial office, his 
personal and most lovely human virtues, and 
his conduct as the founder of a religIon. Yes, 
the character of Christ embodies the Chr'is~ 
tianity which he taught; whilst the very facts 
of his incarnation and sacrifice form.the ground~ 
work of the doctrines which he revealed. The 
sun in the firmament is not a more glorious' 
centre of the natural creation, than Jesus 
Christ is of the spiritual. All converges to
wards him, centres in him, tends to illustrate 
and glorify him. 

I will not again speak of the INWARD WIT-

I Lect. xv. ~ Lect. xvi. 3 l,eet. xvii. 
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NESSI of Christianity in the fulfilment of all its 
promises of grace to man; because we have 
g~ven it a large consideration in the course of 
our Lectures. But it seems to bring down the 
proof to that very test of mattel' of fact and 
actual phenomena, of which both the natural 
and moral philosopher so loudly boast; and 
which nothing but prejudice and irreligion of 
heart can prevent them from acknowledging in 
Christianity. 

After these prominent points, need I refer, or 
at least, do more than refer,-to what we have 
so lately considered, the OBJECTIONS2 raised 
against Christianity, both in themselves, and 
as respects the persons who advance them? 

On the topics of FAITH, INTERPRETATION, 
and OBLIGATION,3 I say nothing; because they 
are involved in every step we have taken, and 
cannot be denied, without overthrowing all 
trust and confidence amongst men; all honesty 
and fair dealing in the intercourse of society; 
all that moral sense and conscience which 
distinguish men from the inferior creation much 
more than the barren possession of reason. In 
short, he that enters fully into the preceding 
arguments, will be the first to yield to the in
evitable consequences flowing from them. 

1 Leets. xix. and xx. 2 Leets. xxi. and xxii. 

3 Leets. xxiii. xxiv. and xxv. 

P P 2 

• 

\\ t 
; ; 

" \ 

'i 1 

, " 

i 

:' 

: ' 

,I L 

::\ 
1\ 'li \ 



580 RECA PITULATION OF [LECT. XX"" 

But I advert to a subject, interposed amongst 
all these-the TENDENCY of Christianityl
which I have reserved for the purpose of making 
one reflection. For, if in addition to all the 
above evidences, there is in Christianity an 
innate and strong direction and bias towards hu
man happiness in the highest sense of the term; 
if the known hindrances are capable of being 
enumerated; if those hindrances are gradually 
being overcome, and are now daily lessening; 
if the good effects of the religion have uniformly, 
burst forth, as a mighty river, in proportion as 
the hindrances have been removed, and have 
fertilized the face of the adjacent lands; if the 
religion itself foretells the chief impediments to 
this tendency, and points out" the causes of 
them in men's abuse of the divine mercies, whilst 
it limits their duration; if the same records 
declare an ultimate and glorious consummation 
as about to take place, when all the tendencies 
of Christianity shall be turned into effects, and 
the whole world be a scene of light, and peace, 
and holiness; and if every sincere Christian 
feels in himself this tendency, and is engaged in 
removing obstacles out of the way of it, and 
hastening its progress in himself and others ;
if this be so; then, I say, the crown is placed 
on the brow of the Christian evidences, and 
every species of proof is accomplished by 

I Lect. xviii. 

I 
I 
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this finishing point; then, I say, the tendency 
within Christianity runs on parallel with the 
predicted' course of divine prophecy, which 
forms one of the most remarkable of the exter
nal proofs from without it; and the only de
mand upon ,man's reason, is to acknowledge 
his own' ignorance, as to the origin and permis
sion of evil, and the desig'ns and will of the 
incomprehensible God; and to repose his faith 
in the wisdom, -justice, and mercy of the al
mighty and most glorious Judge of the world
a demand so natural, that it is surprising it 
should ever have been questioned. 

3. And this touches upon that PROBATION

ARY AND IMPERFECT STATE in which man 
confessedly is, and with which the general 
nature of the internal evidences of Christianity 
remarkably corresponds. Undoubtedly, the 
sceptic may, if he please, reject all this mass of 
evidence; undoubtedly he may refuse to obey 
the Christian Revelation; undoubtedly he may 
magnify petty difficulties, and lend himself to 
speculative reasonings. That is, he may act, 
with regard to Christianity, just as he acts with 
regard to God's natural providence, or his moral 
govenlment of man; he may pretend that a11 is 
involved in darkness, and that he can see no 
clear path before him. Thus the youth may 
also conduct himself in human life. He may 
refuse to take precautions, to form habits, to 
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look forward to future scenes of difficulty, to act 
with prudence and self-restraint; he may spurn 
any moral subjection to the claims of the Al
mighty, or to the checks upon the appetites, 
which his natural law imposes. 

But does he, or can he, escape the copse
quences of that righteous retribution of the 
great moral Governor which involve and sur
round him? Can he elude the sanctions of the 
general religion, resting on the faint traces of 
Revelation, and the moral nature of man, which 
inclose the transgressor, as in a net? Oan a 
careless, incautious youth escape a miserable 
and disgraceful age-can negligeO:ce, impru
dence, and want of foresight be always repaired 
by any after~repentance-can the indulgence of 
pride and self-importance be separated from in
ward torments and outward contentions-can 
an irreligious contempt of moral restraints in
sure itself against self-disapprobation, disease, 
weakened faculties, a disturbed conscience, re
morse, anticipations of judgment, dread of eter
nity, despair? 

Apply this to Christianity. The lives and 
deaths of infidels demonstratively show that ' 
the very same moral and judicial punishments 
are inflicted on the objector against Reve
lation. And all this so agrees with the proba
tionary state of man, as to form a strong addi-

• 

.. 
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tional confirmation that the whole system of 
government in natural providence, in essential 
and primeval religion, and in Christianity, pro
ceeds from the same divine hand, is governed 
by the same general laws, and conspires to the 
same end ?J 

4: Let the humble inquirer, then, COLLECT 

ALL THE SCATTERED RAYS OF LIGHT, flowing 
from the several branches of the divine argument, 
and let him remember that these series of proofs, 
which are necessarily considered in- separate 
parts, for the purpose of a better investigation, 
form but one' uniform, candid, and inseparable 
body of testimony; which, like the light of the 
sun, though separated and divaricated into the 
various colours of blue, and green, and red, and 
the other colours of the prism, whilst passing 
through our mind, 3:nd""being subjected to our 
examination; is yet, in itself, one and the same 
effulgent glory, shedding light and warmth 
from its mighty orb.2 

Yes; the whole of the Christian evidences 
form one argument, one attestation, one in
separable and irresistible appeal to the human 
understanding, conscience, and heart. From 
the simplest proof of the authenticity of our 
books, to the last evidence of the inspiration of 
all their contents; and from the first point of 

I Butler. i Warburton . 
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the adaptation, to the closing topic of the in
dispensable moral obligation of receiving the 
religion, all constitutes one undivided chain of 
reasoning, the most indissoluble and most 
binding ever offered to an accountable being. 

And the grand probation of man now is, 
whether he will obey this Revelation, and sub
mit his reason and heart to God; or whether 
he will follow his pride and passions, and dare 
the authority of the great Lord of all. 

I 

God grant that every reader, of these Lec-
tures may so weigh the moral obligation under 
which he lies, as to be WISE IN TIME; as to 
follow the directions of the Bible, and obtain 
THE GRACE NECESSARY for welcoming it with 
humble faith and cheerful obedience ;-that 
thus all THE BLESSED ENDS of the Christian 
Revelation may be accomplished in him here 
and hereafter! 

, i fJ 
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CONCLUSION OF THE ENTIRE COURSE. 

JOHN XX. 30, 31. 

And many other signs truly did Jesus in the pre
sence of his disciples, which are not written ill 

,this book. 

But these are written that ye might believe that 
. Jesus· is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 

believing ye might have life through his name. 

AFTER the statements made in the last Lecture, 
on the obligation of receiving the Christian 
Revelation, and the review there taken of the 
result of the argument from the internal evi
dences, nothing now remains for us but to retire 
back from this minute inspection, to such a com
prehensive survey as may allow us to take in at 
once the distinct outlines of all the divisions of 
our subject, and observe how they severally har-
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monize, both in their various component parts 
and with each other; and then to conclude the 
whole of the great argument, which has ex
tended through these two volumes, by an ad
dress to the different classes of persons who 
may be supposed to be most interested. 

But where shall we take our station to seize 
this point of view? After we have examined 
at so much length the different branches of the 
stream, and have paused at each examination 
to survey the scenes before us, whither shall 
we ascend in order to catch the' course and 
flow of the whoie river? 

Let us first view THE PROGRESS OF PROOF 
as it has been rolling down from its earliest 
rise, and been augmenting in its magnitude and 
force to the present hour. Let us then notice 
THE INCIDENTAL AND UNEXPECTED ¥ANNER 
in which the flood has been increased. And, 
lastly, let us contemplate its actual volume, 
and THE POSITION IN WHICH WE NOW STAND 
as to the hopes of its visiting and fertilizing the 
whole earth. 

I. Let us view the progress of proof A SIT HAS 

BEEN ROLLING DOWN FROM ITS EAR,LIES'l' 
UISE TO THE PRESENT HOUR. 

For observe how small and imperceptible is 
the first source of the stream. You scarcely 

. ' 
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distinguish its narrow thread. And yet trace 
its progress. It increases as it flows. In every 
advance the waters are augmented. From the 
original promise made to our first parents, to 
the present hour, the evidences of Revelation 
have been in progress. For six thousand years 
has our religion been before the world. The 
expulsion from Eden was accompanied by the 
first discovery of mercy. During the patri
archal age, when human life extended through 
centuries, truth was handed down by tradition, 
by t~e instituted sacrifices, and the consecration 
of the sabbath to religious worship. The call of 
Abraham, and the rite of circumcision, increase 
the means of knowledge to mankind. The 
Pentatellch is published, and consigns to a 
written record the history of the primffival ages, 
and the doctrine of the fall and the promised re
covery. The Mosaic miracles, the Mosaic re
demption, the Mosaic Canaan, are proofs to a 
lost world of the true faith. Kings and pro.., 
phets arise. The Jewish name and religion 
spread; and with them the evidences of Reve

lation. 
The Babylonish captivity plants mISSIOnary 

prophets in the heart of the greatest heathen 
monarchy. For seventy years the meek and 
courageous spirit of Daniel commen~s his God, 
his religion,. his prophetic outlines of future 
mercy, to mankind. Before the birth of the 

'."\ 
" 

i 
i: I 
.1 

I 
; I 
• I 

I' 

I t 
i 'I 

) 
" t I • ( 

I 
!'I " ... 
'I: f 

I I ,I 
) ~ 

" 

,; j l 

, IIll:'\' 
I 

" . ,. i; . 
Iii: 



588 PROGRESS [LECT. XXVI: 

Saviour himself, a fame pervades the worId' 
that some one, springing from the East, shoula 
govern the nations. " ,i.JiIl 

The apostles go forth and proclaim an !tihiL 
versal religion. They carry the credeiitiaik 
with them, and attest the truth of the preceai 
ing di~pensat~ons of the Almighty, whilsfth~j: . 
establIsh theIr own. The world is pen~tradld 
,,:,i~h the Christi~n ~vidences. Every n~ti~lli'i~ 
VIsIted, warned, InvIted. During the hips~ of 
three centuries, the miraculouspropagatidh 
goes on, and becomes itself an additional prO'of 
to the following ages. The holy lives, andc'o~:: 
stancy unto martyrdom, of the apostles 'aria 
their converts, silently provide further evi~ 
dences. Constantine acknowledges the fOrce 
of the rising religion, and Paganism is' 'ab
throned.! In the mean time, prophecy'be'g.1n'J 
to unfold yet wider the roll of futurity, and e~dh 
grand revolution in the fortunes of the church 
is found to have been foretold in her mystic 
pages. The character of the Messiah is more 
and more acknowledged. The dispersion and 
yet distinct preservation of the Jewish people, 
are a prophetic miracle. The persecutions of the 
Christian faith confirm the word of prophecy, 
and enlarge the proofs of its divine origin. 

Apostacies arise in the east and west.2 Chris~ 

I A. D. 312. 

• At the commencement of seventh century. 

" 
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tianity seems to fade before the ~mposture of 
Mahomet, and the superstitions, tyranny, and 
idolatry of papal Rome. The spiritual church 
is driven into privacy; and she there discovers 
these very apostacies to have been largely de
lineated in the prophetic word; and she sees 
,in ,the anti-christ, and the man of sin, and 
the apocalyptic visions, new evidences 9f the 
Christian faith. 
, With the revival of learning, the proofs of 
Revelation pour in with a fuller tide upon man
kind, as an awakened curiosity and a widened 
sphere of observation open new channels. l 

·The Reformation springs forth and appeals to 
tpe divine records, collects fresh evidences, re
assumes truth, sweeps away the incumbrance 
of. human tradition, exhibits Christianity to the 
faith and obedience of mankind. The lives 
and deaths of the Reformers, the effects of their 
qoctrine, the accomplishment of the promised 
grace of Revelation in it~ operations up(:m the 
h~man heart, are appealed to, and place the 
e~idences of Christianity in a new blaze of glory. 
What superstition and ignorance had wrought 
for ten centuries, is overthrown; and Christi
anity appears fresh, and vigorous, and sacred 
as at its first birth. 

New opponents soon appear in the midst of 
Protestant Europe; or, rather, human corrup-

1 The close of the fifteenth century. 
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tion . assumes a new form. Men arise who 
borrow from Christianity a purer creed as to 
the foundations of religion, and affect to be fol-

~ lowers of natural light, and to believe in the 
being and government of God and a future 
judgment, but reject the claims of Christianity. 
Against the deist has the combat been since 
carried on; for Paganism. has no defenders. 
and the corrupt religion of Rome admits the 
foundations of the Christian faith-and has oc
casioned a copious and masterly array of proofs 
for the conviction of every candid inquirer, 
and for the preservati<;>n of the young and un ... 
stable in the Christian church. 

The tide has thus been swelling in each age, 
and is still rising; nor does there seem any 
other limits to the accumulation of Christian 
evidences, than those which exist as to the works 
of creation and providence. You want no addi
tional proofs there. The grand primary facts 
speak the glory of God. Yet each diligent and 
observant mind lights upon new phenomena, or 
combinations of phenomena, which confirm his 
previous belief. So it is in Christianity. 

The evidences of Revelation have kept pace 
with the progress of the human mind under all 
circumstances, as well since the revival ofi 
learning as before. Its almighty Author has 
planted in it the seeds of endless development. 
Every branch of evidence belongs to a vast 
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system of truth, 'fitted in different ways to the 
various understandings, characters, and stations 
of those to whom the gospel is offered. An 
argument is held out to every inquirer; to the 
scholar, who can make the whole of human 
learning tributary to his investigation: and the 

. unlettered seeker after truth, who draws all his 
knowledge from his own heart and the sense 
of his own wants.! The simplicity of the Bible 
in its evidences, conceals a depth of wisdom, a 
fund of principles, an extent of adaptation, 
which have only been more and more displayed 
as the progress of sound learning and just rea:" 
soning have given occasion for the examination. 
Every thing in human knowledge has fallen 
into its tide and aided its flow. Historical re
searches penetrate the most obscure recesses of 
past events, and pour their contributions into 
the Christian treasury. The studies of natural 
philosophy open new worlds of science, and 
prepare a wider bed for the divine religion. 

The philosophy of mind at length admits·all 
the foundations of our argument by confining 
itself to facts and experience/ as her sister 

J Verplank. 
• At this moment two instances occur to me: one in moral 

philosophy, the other in natural; which I cite merely as spe
cimens. Mr. Locke's doctrine concerning the sources of ideas, 
has been generally admitted, though not without a secret suspi
cion, that there must be something wrong in the philosophy of 
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science has long done. The subordinate 
branches of knowledge, geography, chronology, 

592 PltOGIU:SS 

the statement; as an universal notion of deity, some elemen
tary principles of morals impressed by Almighty God upon the 
conscience of man, are taken for granted in Christianity. The' 
latest and most intelligent writers seem now to agree, that 
there are, in fnct, innate laws of thought by which the con
nexion and relation of our original ideas are governed. Locke 
had maintained the sources of our primary ideas to be the 
objects of sense; and he had referred us for our complex ones 
to the connexion and relation of those original ideas one 
with another. And this relation is now settled and acknow
ledged by Brown, our greatest metaphysician, to depend on 
certain natural laws of the human mind. These laws may be 
termed innate. Thus Locke and Stillingfleet are, after a cen
tury and a half, reconciled; and philosophy is found to ac
cord with Revelation more explicitly as to the original impress 
of God on the human faculties and powers. This remark 
was made by Bishop James. 

Again, in natural philosophy, water had for ages been consi
dered as a primary and simple element. Modern chemists have 
proved it by experiment, to consist of inflammable and vital 
air.· They have also proved that these gases, mixed in the 
proportion to constitute water, t form the most dreadfully ex~ 
plosive mixture known in nature. Volcanic mountains are' 
probably nothing but vast machines, where these gases have 
been generated, and produced those explosions and detona
tions which have astonished mankind in every age. The de
composition of water precedes the explosions. Before any 
great eruption of Vesuvius, not only does the water disap
pear in all the wells of Naples, and other towns at the foot of 

" Or of what is termed the hydrogen and oxygeu gases. 

t About two portions of hydrogen to one of oxygen. 
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geology, 'mineralogy, lend their aid to the de-
fence of the Christian religion. .. 

And all this is the more observable, because, 
whilst the proofs of Christianity are thus iIL 
progress, the objections and reasonings of infi
the mountains, but even the sea retires, and marine animals , 
abandoned by their native element, expire upon the shore. 
When the eruption took place which formed a new mountain 
three ~ilel! in circumference, near·to the ancient Puteoli, the 
wll.ole of the Lucrine lake became dry. When the gaseous 
elements of water then are exposed to combustion in the 
bowels of the volcano, liquid rocks are ejected in the form 
of lava, whole mountains are blown into the air, and the ex
plosion is heard to the distance of many leagues. What 
an illustration does this afford of the power of God I How 
does it demonstrate to us that the world may at his will be 
burnt up-that if he who said. Let there be light and there 
was light-if he who holds the waters in the hollow of his 
hand, :were to say, LET THE WATERS BE DECOMPOSED, the 
elements would melt with fervent heat, and the lteavens pass 
away with a great noise. * 

These instances are taken from a thousand others; they 
are by no means necessary to the Christian argument. What
ever Mr. Locke thought, the Scripture account of man's 
moral nature, and the impress of God upon his mind, was 
not to be doubted; in whatever ignorance we might have re
mained as to the dreadfully explosive constituents of water, 
the truth of the future destruction of the world by fire would 
not have been less certain. 

But it must be obvious, that facts such as these, which 
illustrate the positions of Revelation, and manifest something 
of the probability of the events which Revelation foretells, 
are not without their importance. 

• 2 Peter iii. 10. 11. 
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delity are diminishing in force and fading away.! 
Truth takes root and flourishes; fallacies, droop 
and die. They appear blooming for an instant;! 
but, wanting root, they perish. As conscience' 
recovers its sway, and the force of particular 
temptations is diminished, Christianity regai~s 
her dominion over the heart. Infidelity now 
has scarcely a plausible argument left! The, 
evidences of revelation strengthen upon reflec
tion, mature with our years, advance in force 
and practical delllonstrativn as we approach 
eternity, and gather new brightness in the time 
of sickness, sorrow, and impending dissolution. 
There never was a mind brought fairly to .be~r. 
on the, subj~ct" but fresh mater,ials spru,n'&,' ';lP, 
around it". just in proportiop to its means. of 
knowledge and capacities. of combination; nor 
is there any period which so fu11y illustrates 
its solid virtue, as the moment of the decay of 
life and the lapse of a11 earthly things. . , 

At the present time Christianity is the r~1igion, 
of all the civilized nations of the world. After. 
eighteen hundred years, she stands as the. ac
knowledged source of religious truth and duty. 
The mind of man under the greatest advan
tages, the verdict of intellect, is in favour.of 

.,..: t:_ 

I Bishop J. B. Sumner apologisesfor an~wering an argu
ment of Volney, on the ground that, bad as it is, it is the only 
one he can find advanced against Christianity. 
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Christianity. On such a question, we are not 
to estimate the weight of authority by numbers, 
but by the a'mount of inquiry, by tbe investiga
tion actually made, by the habits of intellec
tual effort, the knowledge, the information. the 
moral feeling, in those who prosecute it. In 
this view one Christian nation outweighs all the 
prostrate people of the Indies and Americas; 
and the public attestation to the Christian 
faith bY,the . flower of the human race, demon~ 
strates the force of its evidences upon the minds 
best capable of estimating them aright~ 

In short, the evidences have so accumulated , 
that individuals can only prosecute in detail 
certain divisions of them. To enter upon the 
whole question fully, a man should be a stranger 
to no branch of history or science'; he must 
identify himself with-the'designs of Providence 
in every age'; he must be the narrator of the 
wonderful dispensations of God, and the thoral 
education of the human race; He must reC9unt 
all the labours of the vast society of Christians, 
which 'is the intermediate chain between earth 
and' heaven. 'He must embrace' the whole 
kindred of men, . nineteen-twentieths' of whom 
entered into history with Christianity. He . ~ 

Iriust trlice'out 'the new principle of :action 
which the gospel sets; at work-that iove 
which constitutes ~uch a spring in the mecha-
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nism of social life, as must entirely change 
human society, and prepare its re-construction 
on a new basis, without injuring any esta
blished relations of it. He must follow out the 
new literature which Christianity has intro
duced; and trace out the history of the mass 
of the nations of the world in their progress or 
their decline-their civilization, arts, sciences, 
philosophy, all that characterises or modifies 
the moral existence of man. And when he 
has attempted this, or any division of this,infi
nite subject, he will confess that he has only 
saluted the question at the threshold, and that 
he must leave to others the development of 
its progress and accumulation. ; 

What a prospect this! What scenes stretch 
all around! What an expansive and life-giving 
tide is Christianity! What a gradual but steady 
progress do we perce~ve in its evidences, from 
the first source of grace in paradise to the. pre
sent hour I But, in the next place, 

II. Let us observe THE INCIDENTAL AND 

UNEXPECTED MANNER IN WHICH THE FLOOD 

HAS BEEN THUS FORMED. " 

For whence have come the tributary streams 1 
Have artificial beds been excavated to convey to 
it with immense labour the waters of other rivers? 
Have channels been turned from their course, 
like that of the ancient Euphrates, by the arm 
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of power ? No: all has been incidental and 
unlooked fo'r, so far as man has been concerned. 

We have repeatedly noticed the artless and 
inartificial character of the Christian evidences; 
their independence of each other; the sudden 
influx and convergence of the materials of 
proof. And now that we are casting back a 

I 
glance upon the whole. subject, we repeat 
the remark. . We bid you reflect that all this 
mass of testimony is not a contrived, systematic 
arrangement, set forth in the holy Scriptures, 
or prep~red by inspired writers, and handed 
down for the conviction of mankind. No: 
every thing' arose spontaneously. Circum
stances have created the Christian evidences. 
Enough was always included in the Revelation 
itself for the conviction of every sincere in
quirer.. But, for the rest •. all was called forth 
by occasion, amidst the struggles of human 
passions and the conflicts of the church with 
her foes. 

Christianity, in her native dignity, threw 
herself upon mankind. Her divine records 
plead her own cause. Here is always enough 
to verify a divine Revelation. Every thing else 
is incidental, and was drawn into argument 
as occasion arose. 

The first Christian apologists had no view to 
the eighteenth century, or the conviction of 
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nations then unborn, when they were compelled 
to appeal to the heathen emperors, on the in
justice of the sufferings to which they were 
~xposed. Their object was to defend them"; 
selves from the calumnies with which they were 
assailed, and to effect the .conversion .of. their 
contemporaries. What did J ustinMartyr, or 
Tertullian, or St. Augustine, foresee of the use 
which would be made of their testimony a 
thousand or fifteen hundred years after their 
own times? Still less did Tacitll:s and Sueto
nius imagine the important purposes to which 
their admissions of all the chief facts of Chris
tianity would be turne9, after the indignant 
contempt of the historians themselves had be
come harmless. What did Julian or Porphyry 
foresee of. the value of those incidental notices 
of the facts connected with Christianity, .which 
escaped them in th~ warmth of their invective 
against the religion? When Celsus, in his en
mity against the gospel, overwh'elmed Origen 
with his sophisms .and cavils, little did' he 
imagine that, the arguments on either· side 
being disregarded, the facts which were ad
mitted in common, would form a bulwark of the 
Christian faith. Still less did. the Jewish wri
ters conceive that, in attributing the Christian 
miracles to the powers of an occult magic, they 
were acknowledging facts on which we should 
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build our faith, ages after the hypothesis of a 
false philosophy had been exploded. 

In the mean time; the' Christian religion 
marched on,-in the midst of the scorn of the 
learned, the force of the powerful, the hatred of 
governments, the malignity of th~ Heathen and 
Jewish priesthoods-and, sustained by an in
visible hand, made good its cause, till Constan
tine mounted the throne, and the empire as
sumed the name of Christian. All was natural , 
unpretending, honest truth. 

Proofs,' however, began imperceptibly to' be 
collected. The authenticity of the sacred books 
was examined; the records of martyrs were 
searched into; the tradition of ancient facts 
wa.s investigated; ecclesiastical memoirs were 
composed; controversies arose; the numbers 
on each side are mentioned; the councils which 
assemble are enumenited; the' 'condemnation 
of heretics is placed on record. Thus, f~cts 
and doctrines are incidentally ascertained. 
Things come out by occasions, by circum
stances unforeseen and unplanned. It is on] y 
after a lapse of centuries that men's attention 
is directed to the collecting into a series the 
successive proofs. The tide of time rolls down, 
and bears on its surface the various materials , 
from w4ich diligent observation culls here and 
there a particle of unexpected and important 
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evidence; as the wild American gathers from 
the bed of his magnificent rivers the minute but 
valuable particles of gold and silver. As litera
ture widens, the scattered elements of proof are 
brought in-coins, medals, inscriptions, anti
quities, re-written manuscripts discovered,·i!l 
monasteries, contribute their unexpected testi
mony. '"l 

Not only the first occasions are unlooked for, 
but the subsequent reasons for bringing out and 
detailing the proofs, are equally incidentaL HLI 

A literary age abounds with infidelity.;tT4e 
credibility of the gospel history is, after seven
teen hundred years, reduced into regular,proof~l 
for the purpose of meeting the new circum'
stances of the ti~es. It is shown, that the 
early fathers cite almost all the New Testament; 
and that the heretics never call in question 
the authenticity of the books. " ,\ 

Yet further, multitudes of individuals are 
employed in' these works who have given no 
evidence of personal piety, or of any firm faithin 
the peculiarities of the religion which they 'd~
fend. Some from literary curiosity; some from 
the irritation of controversy; some from profest 
sional studies are led to contribute their quota, 
who yet avow a disbelief in some of the charac
teristic doctrines of.redemption. , :1,1 (r~ 

J By the labours of Lardner and his contemponirieli.!;~i( 
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How much these points increase. the force 
of the whole argument in favour of Christianity, 
I need not say. They do this in several ways. 

They show that there has been NO EFFORT 
IN CHRISTIANITY TO MAKE OUT A CASE; no 
prov:ision for petty difficulties; no timidity in 
passing through the succession of ages and na
tions. No: Christianity walks on her way, 
strong in her native authority, and conscious 
that, on whatever side she is contemplated, 
th~re is evidence enough for every sincere lU

qUlrer. 

. They also 'demonstrate the secret CA RE OF 
THEDIYINE PROVIDENCE over the religion, 
which, in ways unseen by man, and over which 
he had no control, laid up these materials of 
proof. Enough has been preseryed of the 
earliest Christian writers-enough of other 
kinds of evidence, to furnish us in these latter 
days with abundant sources of testimony. 

It likewise shows that we are in a SERIES OF 
CONTINUAL ACCESSIONS to the evidences of 
religion. The case is not closed. New inci
dents may arise, as they have done in every 
preceding age, to confirm the proof; new ma
nuscripts may be found; new notices in hea
then authors; new series of quotations in the 
fathers; new monuments of antiquity;~, new 
lights from the actual state of mankind. 
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III. But let us contemplate the stream'of 
evidence IN ITS ACTUAL MASS AND vOLUM~ 
BEFORE OUR EYES, AND 'PRESENTING THE' 
HOPE OF ITS BEING ABOUT TO VISIT ,AND 
FERTILIZE THE WHOLE EARTH. ',-

~et us view the present flow and cours~ 

of the stream; let us see how far it is now 
more unimpeded than in former periods; more 
cleared of obstructions; more ready to burst out' 
into new regions, and bless the most distant 
shores. " I 

Yes; never was the great Christian argum'ent 
so disembarrassed' from extraneous, matter,; 
never did it bear so directly upon the. con
sciences of men; never was ther~ a period' of 
the world when al~ seemed waiting for those 
secret operations,of the'divine mercy~'to which 
all argument is subordinate, and without which ' 
no evidences can con'vince or persuade: ',' .. 

1. For, do we not stand on the ELEVATIoN-OF 
EIGHTEEN CENTURIES, or rather of SIX THOU
SAND YEARS? Does not what we have noticed of 
the incidental manner in which the Christian 
proofs were collected, and the immense aggrega
tion of them, place us on a vantage-ground for 
the further prosecution of the argument? ., Does 
not all past experience, all past history,. all the di,.. 
visions and heresies in the visible church, all the 
noble virtues in the invisible, all the changes 

• 
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an~ alterations in the ~ttacks of the great 
spiritual adversary, all the exhausted effects of 
infidelity on individuals and nations, give us 
means of observation now, far beyond all pre
ceding periods of time J And if we use these 
facts of actual experience with humility, will 
tpey not materially aid us in our cause? 

2. And do not THE VARIOUS METHODS OF 
TREATING THE EVIDENCES in former times, 
furnish us with lights for our guidance in the 
present? We trace the excellences and ~efects 
of our predecessors, in order to learn wisdom 
ourselves. 
,The first apologists formed a PRIl\l,ITIV'E 

school of writers on the eviden,ces of Chris
tianity. Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Gregory 
N azianzen, Arnobius, Lactantius, Augustine, 
poured out the simple complaints of a per
secuted and despised people, at the feet of 
the reigning heathen powers. Direct details of 
proofs they gave not: they saw, they felt, they 
exhibited the virtue of Christianity. They had 
chiefly to repel the unheard-of calumnies which 
rested on the new religion. Their apologies are 
personal vindications of a deeply-injured cause. 

The dark . ages were sunk too low in a 
petty scholastic theology, to pay much, re
gard to a species of argument which was not 
wanted, when the human mind was struggling 
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with other evils-superstition, ignorance, spi
ritual tyranny. ", 
, At the reformation, apologies were again 

produced, more to defend the Protestant doc
trines, than to establish the general Christian 
authority. The rise of Deism was not imme
diate; and the demand for regular defences of 
Revelation not directly made. 

The school of what we may call the LITERARY 
defenders of Christianity, arose with Plessisdu 
Mornay,I and was followed up by Grotius,2 
Huet,a and others, who, with too little regard 
perhaps to the inward blessings of Christianity, 
attempted to demonstrate its divine authority 
by learned arguments, references to heathenau-l 
thors, and a deduction of inferences' little level
to the understanding, and less addressed to the 
hearts of man. ",' 

The THEOLOGICAL class oC writers on evi
dences, arose in our own country towards the 
middle of the seventeenth century, from"the' 
host of eminent divines and pious and devoted 
Christians which that age produced. ',Baxter~ 

Owen, Halyburton, Turretin then wrote,·; and 
rested their cause chiefly on the character of-the 
Scriptures, the infinite excellency and glory of 
the matters revealed, the testimony of the Spi
rit to the human heart. 

I Born 1549. 2 Born 1583. 3 Born 1630. 
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. The revulsion of this order of reasoners pro
duced the l1'IETAPHYSICAL class, of the same 
period, or a little later, in which far too much 
was conceded to the Deist-he was met on his 
own ground far too courte-:msly, and was refuted 
indeed, but refuted laboriously on the footing 
of metaphysical reasoning. Char\dler, Jenkins, 
Leland, Stillingfleet, and perhaps Doddridge, 
and Beattie, may be ranked in this series. 

The tulsatisfactory results of taking this 
ground, at length led to a simple exposition of 
the facts of Christianity in the HISTORICAL 
school, in which Paley stands pre-eminent, from 
his skill in conducting his argument. Lardner, 
Leslie, West, are of this class in our own coun
try; as Michaelis, Less, Bullet, Bonnet, Stoch, 
~r.e on the continent. The omissions of these 
apologists lay in an undervaluing or concealment 
of the internal evidences-,.-in a secular tone ofra
tiocination-an intellectual effort to make men 
Christians, without sufficient reference to the 
divine Saviour in his death and sacrifice, and the 
divine sanctifier in his influences and grace. 

,The, CHRISTIAN writers-for so I must call 
them-have arisen of late years; who, noting 
all that seemed good in the former schools, have 
been careful to carry out Christianity into its 
practical consequences and appeal to the con
science and heart. Pascal led the way to this 
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kind of writings-a man who was in advance of 
his age in this, as in other points. Butler fol
lowed in his steps, and laid the foundation of 
the complete overthrow of infidel objections, 
by a consideration of the ignorance of man. 
The present Bishop of Durham has aided, by his 
exposition of the History of Infidelity.l Soame 
Jenyns contributed many valuable thoughts. 
But the Bishop of Chester2 is confessedly the 
leader in this school,',an&'has given .. ·the first 
complete specimen of what a knowledge of the 
real character of Christianity . can do in the 
great argument.3 

These' various methods of conducting the de
fence of Christianity, are of the greatest use in 
guiding our judgment in the present day. 

3. Nor do th'e important FACTS NOW ASCER

'l'AINED and admitted on all hands, operate less 
beneficially. It is now clearlY understood that 
the state of the heathen world is substantially 
the same at this hour, as it was at the time of 
St. Paul-that is, every age has been confinu
ing his statements. The inefficacy of all mealls 
to benefit those nations,or any other, except as 

1 Bishop Van Mildert's. .Boyle Lectures. 
2 Bishop John Bird Silmner. 
3 Dr. O. Gregory, Mr. Franks, Mr. J.J. Gurney, have done 

excellent service' in this way; and the able and el~quent M. 
Frassynous, in his late work. 
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Christianity is humbly relied on, has also been 
demonstrated. The experiment made of the 
baneful effects of infidelity, on the largest 
scale, during the p~riod of the last fifty years, 
has been, alas, but too complete in all parts of 
the continent-the nations have b.een compelled 
to. unsay all their blasphemies, and return to 
some profession of the Christian faith. The va
nity and frivolity of the speculative objections 
of· • Deism has been·· acknowledged, and the 
solid foundation of facts on whic::h.Christianity 
rests· g,enerally admitted. l The arguments of 
sceptics are now beneath the consideration 
of any serious mind. Infidelity has; indeed, 
been fairly driven off its ground, and been com
pelle~ to encamp within the professed Christian 
enclosure; and .now appears under the forms of 
Socinianism and N eologism-a circumstance of 
some ,importance. It is an ackriowledged fact, 
morec;:>ver,. that the gospel is efficacious to en
lighten.and,console man, to raise and animate 

.' , 
to, pardon and bless him. The success of mis
sions, h~s established tllis.2 

4 ... A further assistance is derived from the 
CL.EARER LAWS OF REASONING which are now 

1 Some French writers begin to affect to despise matters of 
fact, under the term, Religion factice ! 

• Take any cases-":'ihose in 'the . South.Sea' Isla;ci~-in 
West Africa-in India. Take the churches founded by 
Swartz, for example. 
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acknowledged, and the improvements universal
ly made in the estimate of evidence. This we 
have more than once noticed. 1 But it demands 
remark here, that what Lord Bacon and Pascal 
insisted upon two centuries since, in the prose
cution of natural philosophy, is now universally 
admitted in all branches of knowledge-that 
hypothesis, conjecture, opinions, systems, are 
of no value against matters of experiment and 
actual phenomena-that we know nothing of the 
causes of things-that we are to consider facts 
as first principles, and to deduce consequences 
only on the basis of a w\de induction.2 This is 
aU that Christian apologists want, to establish 
the ruined state of man, the need of Revelation, 
the effects of Christianity upon the heart, the 
import of its various instructions, and the grace 
with which it is to be received. I say nothing of 
the external evidences, because they have never 
been much contested. The clearer notions, 
however, of the nature of reasoning on the laws 
of evidence, leave the ground unincumbered-we 
are disembarrassed from a thousand shackles-' 
the case has a free scope and fair consideration. 

5. But all these points would be of less mo
ment, if the GRACE AND MERC,:" OF GOD were 

I Lect. I. vol. 1. p. 24. and elsewhere. 
• M. Jouffroy has admirably shown this in his preface to 

Dugald Stewart's Sketches. 
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noLttnnillg the minds of men to the best and 
most'effective statement of the whole subject. 1 

This is the' peculiar advantage of the present 
period~ t4at a revival of genuine Christianity has 
called:men's attention to that simple method of , . . 
arguing Christianity, which, without omIttmg 
humanJearningand historical testimony, chiefly 
dwells on the inward efficacy and excellency of 
the ~eligion' itself. This is ,the course which 
common serise, past experience, and the honour 
of God,'unite to persuade . 

. For' nothing can be so' contrary to common 
sens'e ' as tO'leave out the practical excellence " . . 
of' Christianity, when you are about to mVIte 
men to embrace the religion-it is to conceal 
the most attractive and important means of per
smision;,'And long experience of the inefficacy 
of mer~l)dntellectual conviction, ought to teach 
us that fuau":"'depraved,falleFl, miserable man
can"never be gained over to salvation, unless he 
be'direcfed from the first to the main point-a 
subj~ctio'nof the understanding and passions to 
the" divine will. And, indeed, the honour of 
God'. demands' this course. Are we to con
ceal his Revelation, and take up such parts of 
it as we may choose 1 Can we expect his grace 
and blessing, if we have not humility and mo-

I Leet. i. vol. i. 
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ral courage to avow our need of them 1 Will 
the grace of the Divine Spirit rest upon our ar
guments, if we do not place in a prominent 
light our constant dependence on his ~id ? ' Will 
the blessed Saviour own the books which pass 
over his great redemption? 

But the mercy of God is leading men now to 
that union of the historical and internal proofs 
which never ought to have been interrupted. 
Men are now selecting from the various schools 
of Christian apologists what is solid and useful, 
and presenting them in a popular form for the 
instruction of mankin? The personal piety10f 
the primitive school,-the classical illustrations 
of the literary,-the deep reverence for Scrip
ture in the theological,-the sound reasonings of 
the metaphysical,-and the plain matters offact 
of the historical class of writers on evidence, be
ing judiciously employed by the truly Christian 
advocate, the consciences of men will be more 
closely addressed than ever, the question of the 
truth of Christi~nity will be presented in its na
tive force, the heart will be appealed to and eri
gaged in the service of God, the first entrance of 
sceptical objec~ions will be prevented by sound 
principles well fixed in the mind. God will be 
honoured in the evidences, as much as he is ,in 
the doctrines and obedience of the gospel; and 
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indeed the foundation both of doctrine and obe
dience will be laid in a well-settled conviction 
of the truth of the Christian Revelation. 

What a prospect, then, does this present to 
the eye which would view the whole mighty tide 
of evidence! How wide and deep does it flow! 
How disembarrassed from material impedi
ments! How bright are the hopes of the future 
happiness of mankind! Every thing seems 
ready in the frame-work of Christianity; in the 
state of the Christian, argument; in the condi
tion of the world; in the progress of the accu
mulating evidences; for the breaking forth of 
the river of life from its present narrow channel, 
and its fertilizing the whole earth. 

It is to contribute, in some feeble measure, to 
this result, that the author has ventured on the 
hazardous attempt which he {s now bringing to 
a close. Thirty or forty years of attention to 
the subject, have convinced him of the im
portance, in a day like the present, of stating 
the Christian evidences, not in a way of intel
lectual conviction merely, but of practical im
pression upon the heart. 

This he has attempted, anxious to open ,a 
way for others to prosecute the inquiry in its 
best manner-a manner which unites the ho
nour of God and a dependence upon his grace, 
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with an appeal' to the understanding and CC)fi'

science of mankind. 
I. :., 

May the author be permitted to address,·, in 
conclusion, 

1. THE RULERS AND GOVERNORS' OF HIS 

BELOVED COUNTRY, and to urge upon them the 
duty of examining thoroughly the question of 
Christianity, and acting courageously in their 
public and private capacity, as becomes sincere 
believers in that Revelation? ',' , 

Never did our country occupy so exalted.a 
position in the 'eye of t'nankind, as at thepre-" 
sent moment: and yet never was there a crisis 
when the faith of Christianity was more essen
tial to the permanence of our prosperity. The 
spirit of universal inquiry, of intellectual effort~ 
which is now pushing itself foward on all hands; 
can, only be safely directed by the manly and 
national avowal of our adherence to; the Chris
tian faith.l Revelation teaches kings and le
gislators that a secret providence orders,the 
affairs of nations-that success is in a· divine 
hand-that de'feat and discontent and division 
and anarchy, are the ordinary inflictions, which 
the Almighty permits, for the punishment of a 

I Bishop Blomfield. 
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wicked people.' To espouse Christianity, then, 
• 

is to give at once a right direction to a spirit of 
investigation, and to ensure the blessing of God 
upon our national counsels. 

Let the, legislator consider the picture of a 
Christian nation when fully acting up to its 
principles; 1 and let him remember that every 
vice discouraged, every national act of piety 
promoted, every statute passed in favour of mo
ral and religious order, is so much gainecl. to the 
permanent glory ,of 'our country . ,Nor should 
the most exalted personages forget that Chi·is.,. 
tianity reveals such obligations, imposes such 
duties, calls for such exertions, that no rank is 
exempt from the full measure of responsibility. 
Nay, the higher the station, the deeper is the 
accountableness, because the more widely is 
tb.e mischief of a bad example diffused, and the 
more numerous the victims seduced into sin 
and irreligion. 
, And what can be the cement of national 

virtue, subjection to the laws, mutual love, 
activity in every generous enterprise, but 
Christianity; which implanting the one new 
and grand principle of LOVE 'fO GOD, and BE
NEVOLENCE to man, contains in itself the se~ds 
of all improvement, the chain of universal 
union and peace, the spring of every mild and 

I Lecture xviii. on the Tendency of Christianity. 
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generous disposition? Yes, Christianity is' the 
grand remedy for the evils of mankind. whether 
i~ their social or personal capacity. It pre
cIsely checks and goes to extinguish that prin
ciple of debased selfishness, which is the ruin of 
states, and to cherish that true public spirit 
which is the parent of all virtuous effort; whilst 
it unites man with God, elevates him to the 
highest efforts of which his nature is capable. 
and prepares him for eternity. 

But let the GREAT remember, further, that it 
is not only in their official capacities that they 
must vindicate the cau~e of Christianity, but 
in their domestic and private conduct. If Re
velation is to govern our population, it will be 
very· much by means of the upright, pure, and 
consistent example proposed by those of, dis
tinction and influence to the mass of the na
tion. The personal virtue, the marked atten
tion to religious duties, the constant observation 
of the Lord's day, the honour put upon the 
name of the Almighty, upon his word and mi. 
nisters; the right use of influence, the conscien
tious disposal of patronage; the employment of 
wealth to the noblest purposes; the education 
and instruction of the poor; these are amongst 
the duties which Christianity imposes upon the 
great and honourable. To lead forward their 
countrymen in designs of benevolence, to mar-
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shal them in purposes of charity, in the diffu
sion of the Scripture over the world, ap.d in 
the dissemination of missions; these are be
coming acts of the Christian noble and states-

. man . 
. And for all these ends, let them imbibe the 

peculiar grace and influence of the Chris
tianity which they profess. Let them ~ot be 
Christians by halves. The fallen heart of man, 
the power of the cross of the Saviour Jesus 
Christ, the operations of the Holy Spirit in re
newing the whole soul, the life of faith and love, 
the necessity ~f communion with· God, separa
tion from the vanities of the world and devout 
preparation for eternity; these are the pecu
liarities of Christianity, from which alone, as 
from a root fixed in a fertile soil, can the abund
ant fruits 'of a Christian life be produced. 

Christianity is every thing or nothing. If it 
be true, it is true in all its parts, in all its ,dis
coveries, in all its consequences. And none 
are more solemnly called on to imbibe its very 
inmost principles, than those who, from their 
elevated rank and the flatteries and follies which 
usually surround them, are most exposed to a 
worldly and inefficient profession of that holy 
faith. 

II. But may the author venture to turn him-

'-

"~I 
I ". i • 

,'i l~ 

ii~X 
1,' 
dE 



616 CONCL'UDI N'G LECT. XXIV. 

\elf to his REVEREND BRETH REN AND FA THEftS 
IN THE MINISTRY OF CHHIST'S CHURCH. of 
every confession, but especially, of his own ,be
loved Protestant apostolical ENGLISH CllURCH. 

On them will rest, after all, the great 
burden of instructing mankind, al:1d, carry
ing out the evidences of Christianity int9 
their holy efficacy upon the heart and, .life. 
They are the appointed stewards, messengers, 
ambassadors of the King of kings. They, repre
sent their Saviollr in 'the world; they preach 
his doctrines; they administer his sacraments; 
they apply his promises; they give warning 
of the solemn conseqJences of disobedience. 
Christianity is interpreted by their life, propa
gated by their labours,estiri1ated by their 
spirit. They create the practical standard, ;the 
tone, the general notion of what religion de> 
mandsof man. And what but the decline from 
the purity of the gospel, in doctrine andprac
tice, amongst us, has been the occasion of, the 
lamentable state of things in Christendom? 
Revered brethren, I take a full sharemyselLiri 
this guilt. It is the ministry secularized,dis
honoured, sunk down into tame and worldly 
generalities, which has opened the floo~-gates 
of infidelity upon Europe. Men have known 
little of real, vital, scriptural Christianity. They 
have taken up their opinions from the defec-
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tive,' and erroneous, though perhaps fashionable, 
doctrines of the'day; and from the vain, specu
lative, indulgent, worldly lives of the ministers 
of Christianity. Thank God for that renewed 
sense of duty and responsibility which is visiting 
EurQpe, and which appears in our returri to the 
pure truth of the Bible' in our doctrines and 
lives, in our zeal for propagating th~ gospel 
abroad, and in: our active and humble discharge 
of the pastoral dU,ties at home. 

Let me be allowed to offer two or three sug
gestions. We are e'l.er in danger OhllSTAKING 
T AtENT,effort, exertion, for evangelical doc
trine' and the mighty operations of grace; we 
are in danger of leaning to literary taste, acute
ness of intellect, secular eloquence, a spirit 
of partizanship, the discovery and undue eleva
'tion of 'novelties. Let a humble, holy, pure 
exhibition of the gospel be our constant aini. 
The full, simple, unaffected preaching of Christ 
crucified, in all the amplitude of its doctrines, 
and in' aU the swee'tness and loveliness of its 
practical fruits-' this is Christianity. The Son 
and Spirit of God are the peculiarities of Reve
lation, and they must be the peculiarities of 
our ministry; and this in the same spirit of hu
mility, humble dependence upon God for a bles
sing, and ascription of every thing to him, which 
we see in the inspired epistles. In short, the 
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Bible expounded and applied; Revelation in 
its own words and its native simplicity;, truth 
as it came down from the Father of lights, and 
is consigned in the books we ,have been de
fending; the holy Scriptures expounded tO,the 
heart by the Holy Spirit by whom they were 
indited-this is the Christian ministry. What 
has human reasoning ever done? How power
less is reason in her speculations even jn mat
ters relating to this world! What has ever 
been discovered or effected by hypothesis and 
theory? No inventions in medicine, or any 
other practical science, have been the result of 
• J ' 
abstract notions and rea,sonillgs. Modest and 
diligent observation has alone arranged the 
great and solid acquisitions of science. Chris
tianity, once acknowledged as divine, is our 
grand experiment; from it we proceed as from 
first principles; thenc~ we derive our elements 
of reasoning, our means of instruction, our 
grounds of hope, our confidence of strength 
and success, For the minister to keep close 
to the Bible, is the same as for the philosopher 
to keep close to nature, and the statesman to 
the records of experience. 

But with this let us join all that EXPANSI.Y E 

CHARITY which, in thi~ imperfect world, is so 
essential to any united efforts for the glory of 
our Saviour. Truth is not frilly, and in all its 
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parts, revealed; the degree of divine illumina
tion differs in each Christian minister; the 
measures of attainment, both as to knowledge 
and holiness, are widely and almost indefinitely 
varied; the force of reasoning from premises, 
and the faculty of following out conseque.nces-
froJI1 them, exist in very distin~t degrees; the 
calmness and deliberation of, the mind, in 
coming to conclusions, are widely different; 
whilst Satan's great aim is to divide and 
estrange Christians from each other. What 
causes are ,these for forbearance! How large 
a part of our state of probation here consists 
in bearing with each other, in forgiving, coun
selling, aiding, strengthening one the other! 
In all main points we agree. The simplicity 
of the le~d\ng truths of Scripture, received by 
the teaching of the Holy Spirit and expounded 
by a well-regulated conscience, create a sub
'stantial unity in all true Christians. Dwell on 
these capital points. Let others have no more 
than their proportionate weight. Follow each 
yeiur own best convictions; but do not agitate 
and rend the church. Keep closely together. 
Let us spend our strength on better matters 
than controversy. Let us exhibit to our people 
an united front; Jet us infuse an harmonious 
spirit; let us follow the evidences of our faith, 
as they are gathered from books, with the evi-

1'1: . 
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denceswhich are apparent in the temper and de
ducible from a Christian conduct. Let each of 
us fill up, in' the best manner we are able, our 
several platforms of discipline, in' a spirif of
consistency, indeed, but of charity; and . leave 
the hope of agreeing formany on all points,' till 
we reach the world of full revelation and un ... 
clouded light and glory. !, 

To the simple preaching of the gospel, and 
the loveliness of real charity, let us add DILl"" 

GENCE AND COMPASSION IN THE PASTORAL 

DUTIES, and we shall discharge our main obli
gations as ministers of religion. Where should 

I . 
the shepherd be but with -.his flock? What 
avail public instructions, if the detail be not 
filled up in private? Where is the Christianity 
we profess, if it be exhausted in a, few: formal 
and brief exhibitions, and do not descend into 
the daily life? How little do the body,oLouf 
people understand of our elaborate composi.., 
tions, unless, ,by catechetical instructions, by 
private expositions, by application of truth. to 
the individual conscience, we make them intel
ligible? What has a minister of religion to do 
with literary trifling, with worldly visits, with 
light reading, with frivolous avocations, which 
unfit him for serious study, render the Bible 
distasteful, and indispose him for the private 
care of souls. Let us only so carry our Chris-
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tianity into. practice, as to add these pastoral 
duties to our other engagements as ministers, 
and we. may hope for a large 'measure of the 
divine grace to descend upon us. 

, May I suggest also the expediency of PAY

INGMORE REGARD THAN HAS BEEN USUALLY 

DONE TO THE SUBJECT OF .THE EVIDENCES, 

which we have been discussing in this work? 
Can we hope to preserve our people in the faith, 
unless we teach them the grounds of that 
faith? I Can we expect them to pass unhurt 
through the hosts of enemies, if we give them 
no shield to protect their breasts? Why 
do our population so soon fall away from 
Christianity; but because conscience was ne
ver fairly' informed of the grounds of belief? 

, Let~us.' then, instruct them in the foundations 
ofC4ristianity i and Ilet us unite, in doing so, 
the internal with the external evidences; let 
us 'make the histerical the introduction to the 
inward proofs. Thus may we hope that onr 
youth; well-established in their faith, tenderly 
wat.ched over by their pastors, j'nfiamed with 
a) spirit of charity, and growing more and 
more in the knowledge and obedience of 
the peculiarities of Revelation, will be a seed 
to serve our God, and hand down to the 
next age the truth which we deliver to them 
in this. 

I" t I'll 
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III. To THE HUMBLE AND 'rEACHABLE, 

AND ESPECIALLY THE YOUNG amongst his 
readers, let the author be, finally, allowed to 
address himself. .. " 

I have in these Lectures been endeavouring 
to urge on you the importance of cordia1ly 
obeying the Christian Revelation. Letme 
affectionately intreat you to enter into '. the 
great subject. Let it penetrate your soul. Let 
its authority entrench itself in your under
standing, and its holy and elevated truths 
in your inmost conscience and heart. Turn 
a deaf ear to the voice of scorn, . and the 
temptations of sensuality. Remember, nothing 
is more easy than to inject doubts into the 
fallen heart of man, which it may take much 
argument to eradicate; just as it is easy to 
kindle, by a single spark, a conflagration, which 
it may take infinite labour to extinguish, and 
much time and expense to repair. My aim has 
been to furnish you with a protection against 
the mazes and artifices of infidels, by exposing 
the miserable sophistry of their reasoning, 
and the awful vices of their conduct. Keep 
close, then, to the Christian faith. Refresh 
your memory, from time to time, with a re
view of its chief evidences. If any violent 
temptation assault you, meet the shock by 
falling back, first on the practical holiness of 
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Christianity, and then on the general mass of 
proofs of every kind, by which your, faith is 
sustained.' Act as one who was told that his 
house was falling; that the arches on which it 
was reared were giving way; and that his con
tinuance in it was perilous: ask,' Who is it tells 
me this; what grounds have I for crediting his 
information; how does his own house stand; 
what are his own foundations l' If you find 
every thing about' him in ruins; you need not 
much perplex yourself with alarms which pro
ceed from folly or ignorance. However, you 
may examine once again. Descend to the base
ments of your abode; search if there are any 
marks of decay. You are surprised at the 
strength of the arches; you observe no giving 
way~ no pne sign of weakness: rather, every 

,part seems t9 have settled by time into a firmer 
and more compact state. Resume, then, your 
tranquillity, and employ the blessing of a secure 
abode to its proper uses. Thus will every 
renewed examination confirm your faith in the 
Christian Revelation. 

But remember that, in order to this, you 
must continue in a practical and heartfelt obe
dience to the blessed Saviour, who is the centre 
of divine truth; in whose doctrine, example, 
grace, all Christianity is comprised: and who 

I',> 
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with the Spirit of God is the divine agent in 
redemption. . So will you have. the witness in 
yourself. If you use Revelation,' the evidence 
will break in upon your mind more and more; 
if you are not using it, nothing can render. it 
clear: objections will arise, as noxious vapours, 
from the stagnant mass of notions and preju
dices in your mind. God keeps things in his 
own hand. Truth, to be strongly seized, and 
fully understood, must be obeyed, loved, car
ried out into practice~ -

And be assured, that the highest effort of the 
human intellect, is to bow to the divine; the 
noblest exercise of. the human powers, is to 
glorify God, and aspire afte~ his favour; the 
truest liberty of man is a subjection to his all~ 
perfect Creator and Lord; the only genuine 
source of human happiness, is the acquiescence 
of our will in the will of God. 

. All other advice is poison; all other means 
of elevation or happiness, are the swellings of 
disease, and the perverse dictates of a rebellious 
nature. 

Man's. probation consists in this one point; 
Will he humble his reason before God's all
comprehending knowledge, and his heart .arid 
affections before God's all-holy and perfect 
commands? 
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Christianity'is the highest reason; the purest 
morals; the only sound philosophy; the truest 
happiness of man. 

All the discoveries in science illustrate the 
divine glory in creation; as all the researches of 
history, and all the testimony of experience, 
display the divine grace in Revelation. Each 
new discovery adds something to the impres
sion, though little to the obligation under which 
we lie to obey 'and love God; for this ob
ligation is so deep-rests on so firm a founda
tion~extends to so many points, and converges 
into. so 'bright and luminous a centre, as to 
be little affected by a single argument, more 
or' less clearly stated, or adequately per
ceived. 

Soon will truth shine. out without a cloud; 
I • 

so'on will the .foBy of unbelief, and the wisdom 
of faith, be seen in other proportions than at 
present; soon will the moral obligation of obe
die~ce to such a Revelation as Christianity, and 
the unutterable guilt of rejecting it, appear in 
their just characters; soon will all the passing 
objections and cavils of men be dispersed as 
the early dew ; soon will the day of probation 
be terminated for ever; this world, and all its 
occupations fade away; and an end be imposed 
on the present scene of things. Yes, the day if 
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the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shalt pass away with a g1'eal 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; 
tlte earth, a/so, and the works that are therein, shalt 
be burned Up.l 

Then SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS SHINE FORTH 

AS THE SUN IN THE KINGDOM OF THEIR 

FATHER.2 ' 

It is with the purpose of preparing your 
inquiring minds for this sublime and awful con
summation, that I have addressed you in these 
Lectures; which, undertaken with great ap
prehension and self-distrust, I would desire to 
lay, as an offering, on the altar of the Christian 
faith, humbly beseeching the God of all mercy 
to pardon the defects of the writer, and to bless 
and prosper what there is of truth in his state
ments and representations; and imploring that 
both author and readers may find mercy of the 
Lord in THAT DAy.3 

And now, after the example of my most re
vered predecessors in this argument, I would de
sire to conclude this my attempt, not in words 
merely, but from the sentiment of my heart, 
with that ascription of praise which the illu
minating Spirit has himself left for our use,:-

12 Pet. iii. 10-12. 2 Matt. xiii. 43. 32 Tim. i. 18. 

II 

LECT. XXVI.] CONCLUSION. 627 

-~\ ~ , '\ ' ~ , , , \ -To/ C€ ovvuP.€vlf! PVAUc;,Ut UVTOUC a7rTUU1TOVC, KUt (J'TlJ(J'UL 
, "'1 ~ 't' ,..." ,J '\ '\ , 

KUUVW7rtOv TlJC ooc;,lJC UVTOV up.wP.OVC €V ayaAAta<TH, 

MONn ~O<l>n eEn 

- ,- ~,~ \ '\, , \'~' 
(J'WTlJpt'lJp.wv, ooc;,u KUt p.~yaAw(J'vVf/, KpaToc KUt €c;,oV(J'ta 

Kui vvv KaL I:i{: 7TavTa~ TOVt; aLWVU{:. ' A,t{,v. 

IOYb.A, 24, 25. 

I, 

&(4~ 



... 

INDEX. 

Adaptation of Christianity to man. See Suitableness. 

Address to the docile and sincere student, i. 253, Rulers and governors, 
ii. 612. Ministers of Christ's church, 615. The humble and teachable, 
621. 

Advantages, which each individual bas respectively enjoyed in a Chris
tian land, unspeakably augment the obligation to receive Chris
tianity, ii. 551. 

Alaric, soldiers under, a wonderful example of the power of Christianity 
over the fierce passions of man, i. 429. 

Apocryphal books of Old Testament, i. note, 205. 

'Apocryphal books of New Testament,are destitute of tbe external proofs 
of authenticity wbich belong to tbe Canonical books, i. 147. 

Apostles, the. of our Lord, were twelve separate witnesses to tbe gospel 
facts, i. 194; had a full knowledge of the things they attested, 195; 
were competent judges of tbe facts to which they bore testimony. 
196; were of transparent integrity of character, 191 ; men of sound 
minds, and by nomeanscredulous, 199; relate eventsat the spot where 
they occurred, and before the multitudes who witnessed them, 199; 
their subsequent lives were distinguished by unparalleled benevo
lence and holiness, 200; and they had nothing to expect for their 
testimony but temporal calamities and death, 201. Gifts bestowed 
upon them by our Lord, 473. 

Apparent contradictions in man, accounted for by the Christian Revela
tion, ii. 21. 

Authenticity of writings defined; note 1, 99; discovered by their con
tents, U5. 

Authenticity of the Old Testament, connected with that of the New, 
i. 95. 203. 

Authenticity of the books of the New Testament stands on the authority of 
apostle Paul, i. 97; Illustrated by that ohhe Book of Common Prayer, 
100; Dooms-day Book, 101; Institutes of Justinian, 102; Ancient 
Classics, 102; Manifest from their contents, 117; and; by analogy, 
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from the conduct of men respecting legal deeds, 119. The proofs of, 
which we possess, are irradiations of the divine glory, 122; and 
demand our sincere confidence, 123. They consist of the testimony 
of witnesses, in suecession, from the present day up to the time of 
the apostles, 127; a specimen of their testimony, 134; of the pro
gressive settlement of the sacred canon, 132; the admissions of 
Heathen and Jewish adversaries, 141; the number and antiquity of 
our manuscripts, 144; the style and manner of the books, 149; 
unexpected confirmations, 155. 

Babylon, destruction of, i. 346. 

Bacon's, Lord, remark on the office of reason, ii. 450; on interpretation 
of Scriptures, note, 515. 

Beneficial ~ffecls of Christianity. See E.ffects of Christianity. 
Benevolence and compassion of Jesus Christ, ii.146. 

Benevolence, the cement of national virtue, ii. 613. 

Boyle, the Honourable Robert, the character and conduct of, ii. 380. 

Canaanites, the history of, show'!, the fulfilment ofproph~cy concerning 
them, i. 351. 

Candid and si1lcere min!!, all is light in Christianity to the, i. 544. 

Canon of Scripture, the progressive settlement of, i. 132. 

Celsus, the Heathen philosopher, admits the genuinene~s of the New 
Testament, i. 141. ' 

CHRIST must be received into the heart,as well asthe miracles he wrought 
be believed, i. 256. The character and' conduct of our LORD JESUS, ii. 
124; his claims, 125. His conduct as l1:EDIATOR, 130; the SON'OF 
GOD, and the SAVIOUR of the world, 130; a teacher and revmler of the 
will of GOD, as to his manner, dignified and forcible, 133, yet mild 
and attractive, 144; as to his matter, grand, and yet intelligible, 136,; 
earnest, and yet wise, 137; in a state of humiliation, 139; promisin'" 
to his disciples a heavenly reward, 141. As a PRIVATE INDIVIDUAL, a~ 
example of human virtue, 143; piety and devotion to his heavenly 
l'ather, 145; benevolence and compassion towards man, 146; meek
ness and, lowliness of spi~it, 148 '; superiority to the world, 149; 
stric~ temp~rance, and cOll)mand of the inferior appetites, 130; forti
tude and constancy, 151; prudence and discretion, 151; all these 
unalloyed with the kindred failings, 153; opposite graces in equal 
proportion, 154; carried to the utmost height, and continued in one 
even tenor, 154; with a peculiar harmony, 155. As THl!: FOUl~DER of 
the Christian religion, 1.'56; his snitableness to the necessities of man, 
157; the surprising novelty and sublimity of his deportment, 159; 
the different parts of his character correspond with his undertaking, 
161; the impression and effect of his whole public character,' 163; 
the manner in which it is given by the evangelists, J 64. 'l,'he argu
ment in favour of Christianity, springs from a fair presumptioll upon 
the first statement of the case, 167; rises higher when contrasted with 
every pretension, 168; becomes a moral demonstration, 172; and 
bears away the heart of every serious inquirer, 175. 

Chds/ian, the true, feels the neces:;ity of Revelation, i. 85,90. 

Christians should take care that the good effects of Christianity be,the 
result of religious principles in themselves, i. 446; must not stop 
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short in its temporal benefits, 447; and will find its advantageS in 
proportion to the development of its strength and energy, 440. 
Young Christians should continue in the things they have been 
assured of, 495. 

Christian 'IIations; the state of, shows that Revelation was necessary, 
i. 82; viewed in the sixteenth century, 83; at any period, 83; at the 
present day,.84. The advantages they posse!s, 91. 

Christian .Revelation speaks a decisive language, ii. 13; unfolds all the 
mysteries of man's condition, 19; accounts for the apparent contradic
tions 6f his state, 21 ; and addresses him on this footing, 24. Provides 
also a remedy for all his wants, 25; and is calculated for universal 
diffusion, 33. 

Christianit!l courts inquiry, i. 1 ; is ftot a speculation, 30; requires her 
students to be ofa meek and docile:disposition, 34. The only religion 
set up and established by miracles, 249. Effects of, 418. Admission 
of the inspiration of the Scriptures essential to the right reception of 
Christianity, 520. Connives at nO' one vice, ii. 39. The sum of, Jesus 
Christ, 177; supposed to be universal, 220. What it is, and what it is 
not, 224. Directions for making a personal trial of it, 276. Is so 
excellent in itself that the slight~t external evidence is sufficient to 
oblige men to obey it, ii. 538. • . 

Clement, Bishop of Rome, A, D. 91 to 110, testimony of, to tTte aut!:en· 
ticity of books qf New Testament, i. 134 i to the inspiration, 491. 

Coins, ancient, see Medals. 
Common sense, it is an act of, to follow the proofs of Christianity, i. 540. 

Common sense and the ordinary laws of human language assist us to 
the right method of interpretation, ii. 488. 

Compass, the Bible is the Christian's, i. 212. 

Confirmatiolls to the authenticity of the New Testament unexpected, i. 
155. 'A remarkable fragment discovered in 1740, 157. Medals and 
coins, 162. " ' 

Consolatory, the Christian doctrines are, ii. 74. 

Constantine'S, the Emperor, attachment to sacred Scriptures, i. ) 40. 

Contradictions ofInfidelity and Paganism, ii. 67. 

Converts. Men of the finest talents convinced by the Christian history, 
i. 187., The moral and religious change wrought in the Christian, 305. 
Included persons of all ranks, 397. 

Conviction of the truth of Christianity is strengthened the more practi
cally its propagation is considered, i. 414. 

Credibility oftl,e Old Testament, i. 203. 

Credibility of the New Testament defined, i, 170; illustrated, 171 ; esta
blished by the authenticity of the books, 172; by the extraordinary 
prominence and small number of the principal fdctS, 173; by the 
positive and various testimonies adduced, 175; by the testimony of the 
governors of Roman provinces, 177 j Heathen writers, 178; Jewish his
torians, 180; by the conviction produced in the minds of men of the finest 
talents, who, examining the pretensions of Christianity, met its claims 
at first with pr~jlldice and hatred, 187; by silence of Mahomet, 188 ; 
by existing rites and usages, which sprang out of the facts of Christi
anity, 188; by ancient and authentic monuments, coins, and medals, 
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189; by the charactel' and circumstances of the sacred writers them
selves, 192; fifteen witnesses, 194; possessing a full knowledge of the 
things they attested, 195; and of which they were competent judges. 
196; being persons of tbe strictest, inte!!",ity, 197; of sound minds, and 
by no means credulous, 199; relatmg events at the spot wbere they oc
curred, and ,hefore the multitudes -who witnessed them, 199; their 
subsequent lives marked by unparalleled benevolence and holiness, 
200; while they had nothing to expect for their testimony but tem
poral calamities and death, 201; no one came forward to complain of 
an imposition, 202; if our accounts be false, where is the true one, 203. 

Depravity of the human heart the greate~t obstacle to the full reception 
of Christianity, i. 542. 

Direction, the, which Christianity takes, ii. 184. 

Directions for entering on a personal trial of Christianity as a matter of 
experience, ii. 271; study Christianity in the Bible itself 276' trace 
out in your heart and character the truth of the particula; stat~ments 
of the Bible, as to the condition of man and his guilt before God, 283 . 
pray fervently for divine grace, 289; me tbe means which God ha~ _ 
prol:ni~ed ,to bless, 294; keep your eye fixed on the great object which 
ChnstlaDity reveals, 296; observe how all the parts of it constitute a 
whole, and meet all the nece£sities of your case, 298. 

DIVINE AUTHORI'l'Y of Christianity established by miracles, i. 214; pro
phecy, 260, 299; its propagation, 372; preservation, 404; beneficial 
effects, 417; adaptation, ii. 1 ; doctrines, 46; morals, 85; example of 
Christ, 124; and tendency,178. 

Docile hearers, address to, ii. 175, 621. 

Docility necessary in a student of Christianity, i. '3'5, 293,369; essential 
to a sound interpretation ofScriptur"e, ii. 480, 522, 524. 

Doctrines of Ch;'istianity, definition of, ii, 46; enumeration of the chief 
doctrines, 48; their divine excellency pointed out, 60; they all 
ema?ate from the charact,er, of God, 60; possess simplicity, 62; sur
passlllg grandeur and sublimity, 63; andan harmony which stamps their 
divine authority, 65; me,et all the necessities of man, 70; and yet 
promote the ends of God s moral government. 71 ; are deeply humi
liating, 72; and yet SOurces of consolation, 74; they are the result of 
the great design of Almighty God, 76; augment the inward evidence 
of Christianity, 82; and demand of the true Christian, love and grati-
tude to God, 83, " 

Doddridge and Rousseau, contrasted, ii. 388, 

E.f(ects of Christiani,ty ~ proof of its divine authority, i. 417. Christianity 
I~plants good ~nnclples, 418 ; ,arouses consc,i~nce, 419; discourages 
VICes, and estahlishes contrary Virtues, 419; mItigates insatiable ardour 
after w~lTldly possessions, 419; implants enlarged benevolence, 420; 
expels IDdolence, 420; and elevates the whole character of man 420. 
Christianity banishes an immense mass of evils; idolatry 421' m~rder 
421; ~xposing ef infants, 422; divorce and polygamy: 423'; the de~ 
g~adaho:n of the fe,mal~ sex, 424; the cruelties of domestic slavery, 
4<4; pnvate assassmatlOn, 426; and a thousand similar evils, 426. 
Christianity mitig-ates many other evils-such as the horrors of war, 
428; the spirit of faction and party, animosities in states, 431; venality 
anll corruptIOn, 431; offences against temperanc~ and chastity, 432; 
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Ilnd raises the standard· of.public opinion as to morals and religion, 
432. Christianity bas conferred, and is conferring, numerous ~ubstan
tial benefits 'on 'individuals and nations; it bas elevated tbe female 
sex 434' blessed the lower orders of society, 435; instituted charita
ble'desig'ns for the relief of human wretcbedne.1i, 436; e~circled ,age 
with reverence, 43'1; given man a day o( rest, 437; has mfused wto 
Christian legislators and princes tl~e t~mp,er O!' eq~ity and mercy, 43: ; 
conferred the blessing of equal dlstnbnt\ve Juslice, 439; extends Its 
salutary influence to distant provinces, 440; and civilizes states, 441. 

Ed/eels, tbe ultimate, which Christianity will p1!Oduce when al! obstacles 
are removed, ii, 205, 

Egyptians, present state of, confirms ancient prophecies, i. 349. 

Eusebius, quotation from, respecting the propagation of Christianity, 
i.387. ~ 

Evidences of Christiunity, not to be cl)ntinu~lly dwelt u):lon, i. 12; ,but 
occasionally, 13; and not in a way of testlmonr merely" 14; but ID a 
practical ma.mer, 14; as in the early centunes, leadlllg men on, to 
the inward excellencies of the religion itself, 15. They demand attenlion 
at the present time on account of the young, 17; the la~se of time 
since Christianity took its rise, 17; the decayed state of piety, 19; a 
spurious philosophy spread far and wide, 20; the,n~glect of the Chris-

,- tian religion 21; and the daring assaults of sceptiCism, 22. Tbey arc 
forcible, 23;' and may be NOW considered with lacility, from th,: diffu
si01l of education, 24; progress in the study of the law of eVI~ence, 
24' the avowed necessity of following nature, 24; and the reVival of 
pri:nitive piety and zeal, 24. T)Jeir importance, 30, 31; their accu
mulation,412. The simplicity, variety, independence, and f?rce of, 
increase man's obligation, ii. 539, They have ar,isen in an inCidental 
m,anner, ii. 596. The actual mass at the present time, 602. 

Evideflces, e:cternal and internal, compared, and tlj.eir respective places 
and merit determined, ii. 2,_ The topic: of the internal, stated, 6. 

Evidences, external, recapitulation of, i, 530. 

.Evidences, internal, the nature of" the argument ariSing, from, ii. 574; 
recapitulation of the details of, 577; correspond With the proba
tionary and imperfect state of man, 581; are to be oollected to
get her, 583. 

Example of his disciples, Christ the, ii. 143. 

Facts now admitted assist the consideration of the question of evidences, 
ii,606. " 

Faith should practically correspond with what we admit in argument 
respecting Christianity, i, 209. 

Faith d~finition of, ii. 432; the principle by which human society is 
mo~ed 432' definition and illustration of faith in a divine Revelation, 
433' d'istin~tion between faith exercised on human testimony and on 
divi~e 435' difference between a Jiving and dead, 437; the corrup
tion of man' forms the great difficulty in exercising faith on divine 
testimony, 436, 439; for man hesitates to exercise faith in Christianit~, 
although GOD is the author of the Rev~lat~on, 440; It regards man s 
supreme interests, 440; and comes to 111m IU tbe moment of danger, 
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441 ; the scriptural account of, 441; prayer for, 443; the reasonable
ness of, after admitting the divine authority of Christianity, 443; 
both as to the discoveries of the Christian religion, 445 ; and as to the 
necessity of divine aid, 450; the (ox tent of, 453; embracing every 
part of Revelation, 455; assigning to each the relative importance 
which it fin<ls ascribed in Scripture, 457; but stopping where Reve
lation stops, 459; and following, as much as possible, the language as 
well as the sentiments of Scripture, 463; produces tranquillity, 464; 
and is the principle of the Christian life, 467; must be vital and infil1-
ential, 437,469; is obtained in answer to prayer for the grace of tbe 
Holy Spirit, 443, 471; and is calculated to produce bumility of mind, 
474; implies an honest application of our natural understanding to 
the Scriptures, 479; includes a willingness to submit it, together 
with our heart, to all the trutbs wbich God bas been pleased to ren'al, 
480; puts us in possession of many of tbe blessiugs of wbicb tbe 
Scriptures treat, 482; leads the Christian to seek the assistance of tbe 
Holy Spirit, 484; guards him against the danger of hazardous inter
pretations, or false use of difficult passages, 485: disposes him to 
resort to all the necessary helps in order to obtain a sound interpreta~ 
tion of Scripture. 486. Historical, will only increase condemna
tion, 306. A sound interpretation of Scripture springs directly from 
a true, 479. 

Forgerie., the books of the New Testament cannot be, i. 109. 

Fortitude and constancy of";;ur Lord, ii. 151. 

Ga,.trel, Bishop, quotation from, on the harmony of the Christian doc
trines, ii. 69. 

Gibbon's pride and presumption at the approach of death, ii. 406. 

GOD, the being, perfections, and providence of the one living and true, 
ii. 48; the doctrines emanate from the character of, 60. 

Grace of GOD is now turning the minds of men to the most effective 
statement oftbe whole argument, ii. 608. 

Grandeur and sublimity of the Christian doctrines, ii. 63. 

Harmony of the Christian doctrines, ii. 65. 

Heathen world, before the coming of Christ, bad lost the doctrine 
of the being of God, i. 63; they had no standard of morals, 64; no 
moral teaching, 65; they were impure and abominable even in their 
religion, 66; their depravity, both as to knowledge and practice, 
deep and universal, 67; and they had no principle ofreformation,69; 
the wisest heathens confessed their despair, 87. 

Heathen countries of the present day, the state of, prove to us that un
assi.ted reason cannot enlighten and sanctify mankind, i. 77; the 
moral and religious state of India, 77; Western or Southern Africa, 
79; America and China, 80; an uniformity in their vices, 80; their 
miserable condition should awaken our sympathy, 91. 

Heathen writers admit the facts of the gospel history, i. 178. 

lJeavenly reward promised by our Lord to his disciples, ii. 141. 

Hindrances which impede the full 'effects of the Christian religion, ii. 
190; foretold by Christianity, 204. 
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HOLY SPIRIT, the.person}lity an4 operiltiOns of, ii. 55. 

Hooker's last wordk ii. 409. 
Hope the Christia~ defined, i. 1 ; the reason of it as given by Chris

tia~s of the first ce~tury, 2; of the second and third century. ~; of the 
ninth, tenth. 9r twelfth century, 6; of the eighteenth or nineteenth 
century, 7; to be alway's given witi1 meekness and fear, 10,32. 

Horsley, B.ishop, on the inspiration of tbe New Testament, i. note, 
477,500. , ' 

Humble a~d teachable minds admit spontaneously the inspiration of the 
Scriptures, i. 527. 

HI+me's death-bed. ii. 408. 
Humiliating, the Christian doctrines are, ii. 72. 

Humiliation of our Lord, ii. 139. 

Japheth, the present :~tatc of the descendants of, agrees with the prophecy 
concerning them, 1.352, 

Jerome, St. testimony of, to tbe authenticity of the hooks of the New 
Testament, i. 138 .. 

Jews, the dispersion of, i. 340; a standing miracle, 366. . , 
Ignatius, Bishop of An'tioch, ,,:. D. 70, testimony of, to the authenliclty 

of books of New Testament, 1. 135. 
Impostor. an, could not have in vented the facts of the New Testament, 

i.224. 
Infidelity blots out all Revelation, i. 88; attempts to oppose reason to 

faith, ii. 444. 
I '.fidels the' wretched systems of, ii. 118; horrify the sincere inquirer 

n after'morality, 120. The admissions of. respecting.the character ?f our 
Lord, 173. Lives an.d deaths 0[, compared WltI.1 t~ose of smcer\! 
Christian~, 367; as to the maintenance of th~ pnnclpl.es o~ morals 
and religion held by them in'com~on, ?69; their r~specttve discharge 
of the duties of domestic and social lIfe, 374; their benevolenc,e,and 
goodwill towards men, 383; their publ!c labours an~ the wnung~ 
they have submitted to the eye of mankind, 391 ; their deaths, 403, 
and preparation for an eternal state of being, 418. Everyone. should 
examine with which company he is walking in tbe journey of lIfe, 427. 
See Unbelievers. 

Inspirati01' of the Holy Sc.riptures most impo~tant, i. 452; that orthe 
Old Testament asserted by our Lord and blS apostles, 458; that of 
the New Testament inferred from tbat of the Ol,d, 458;. con~rmed by 
the promise made by our Lord, and by the gifts received m conse-

468 ' claimed by the apostles themselves, 481 ; and attested 
q uence, , fl' f d' , 
b the early Christian church, 488; the wonder u UnIon 0 Ivme 
a~d hU~lan agency in the inspiration of S~riptures, 4~8; the extent 
of inspiration. 505: and the advantages which we ,denve fr~m. b~th, 
513; the admission of it essential to the r,ig:ht recel!tton of Chnstl~lllty, 
520' tends to shut out the nlOst perniCIOUS evIls, 522; and IS the 
spo~taneous dictate oCthe humble and teachable, 527. 

Interests, the immens~, at s,~ake, carries the obligations of Christianity to 
an inconceivable heIght, 11.560. 
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Interpretation, the sound, of Scripture, ii. 477; springs directly from a 
true faith, which implies an honest application of our natural under. 
standing to the Scriptures, 479; includes a willingness to submit our 
understanding and heart to all the truths which God is pleased to 
reveal, 480; puts us in possession of many of the blessings of which 
the Scriptures treat, 482; leads the Christian to seek the assistance 'of 
God's Holy Spirit, 484; guards him against tbe danger of bazardous 
interpretations, or a false use of difficult passages, 485; disposes him 
to resort to all necessary helps, 486; common sense, and the ordinary 
laws of human language, suggest that the simplest sense is, gene-. 
rally, the true one, 490; the occasion of the books being written 
should be consulted, 491; ,prief passages explained by those which 
are more fnll, 492; figurative and poetical parts inte~preted. by 
their appropriate laws, 494; we should suspend our judgment where 
a passage is, after all, not obvious, 496; the scope and analogy of 
truth will either solve all material difficulties, or render them practi. 
cally useful, 498. The inspiration which belongs to the Bible, reo 
quires us, in interpreting its contents, to rise to tbe sublimity of the 
Scri pture mysteries, 500; to give to the last portion of Revelation 
that weight which it may justly claim, 501; to discover the lustre of 
what is permanent and uniform, amidst all that is temporary, local, 
and extraordinary, 503; to distingnish hetween vital Christianity and 
what is merely nominal adherence to its external ordinances, 505' to 
derive from Scripture the use, place, and bearings of truth, as weit as 
the truth itself, 507; not to force the simple meaning of Scripture 
either to express or exclude mysteries, according to our turn of mind' 
510; and not to reduce divine truths to a human system, 514. Th~ 
diversity of interpretations has been greatly exaggerated, 516; is not 
chargeable on Christianity, 517; falls chiefly on subordinatl' matters 
518; the evils may be avoided in practice, 516; the universal church 
has presented but one front of truth to mankind, 519. Vital Cbris
tianity in the heart can alone intl'rpret aright, 520. . 

Josephus, testimony of, to the facts of Christianity, i. 180. 

hen",,,s' testimony to the inspiration oftbe New Testament, i. 491. 

Ishmael, the present state of the descendants of, agrees with the pro-
phecy' concerning them, i. 348. 

Julian, the apostate, allows the facts of Christianity, and admits the 
gospels as the works of the apostles, i. 142. 

Ju~.tification by faith only is the leading truth of the whole gospel, 
11.54,72. 

Justin lIfartyr, tl'stimony of, to tbe authenticity of the books of the 
New Testament, i. 136; to the inspiration, 491. 

Koran of lIfahomet condemned by its contents, i. 114. 

Lardner, Dr., quotation from, as to the numbl'r of quotations' from 
Scripture in the works of Irenams, i. 131. 

Latimer's last words. ii. 413. 

Lectures, order of, i. 26. 

Life, the Christian's holy, best defl'nce of Christianity, i. 32. 
Love of Christ constrains, ii. 107. 

" 
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.Love ofChTistians to·the Bible, attested by Pamphilus, i. 139; Valens, 
139; Constantine, 140; has furnished us with the proofs of its authen-
ticity,166. Exhortation to the duty, 167. ' 

Mahometantsm, propagation of, i. 399 •. 

Mahomet does not venture to question the facts of Christianity, i. 188; 
apostacy df, 354. ' 

Man, every, lies .under an obligation to obey the divine Revelation. 
See Obligation. 

Man's guilt and condemnation as a transgressor against God, ii. 50. 

Manner in which the evangelists give the charactl'r of our Lord, ii. 164. 

Manuscripts of the New Testament, the number and antiquity of, i. 144. 

Medal" by their inscriptions, attest the credibility of the gosl~l'1 history, 
i. 189. 

1Ifedilations supposed to be made by one who has made a trial of the 
blessings of Christianity, ii. 301. 

lIfeekness and lowliness of spirit of our Lord, ii. 148. 

Men oCthe finest tall'nts convinced by the Christian history,i. 181,397. 
Messiah. See CHRIST. 

lIfinisteTs 0/ Chris/'s church, address to, ii. 615; in danger of mistaking 
talents for the operations of grace, 617; nel'd expansive charity, G18; 
diligence and compassion in their pastoral duties, 620; and should pay 
attention to the subject of evidences, 621. 

1Ifiracle, definition of a, i. 232. The wonderful actions ascribed to our 
Saviour and his apostles, and called miracles, really took place, 217. 
In every miracle, there are two distinct and palpable facts, 218; these 
are attested by the credibility of the books, 220; thl' conyerts of the 
first century believed them, 221; monuments were set up in memory 
of them, and continue to the. present day, 223; tbe account itself, as 
recorded in our books, l'stablishes them, 226. Objections against the 
credibility of miracles answered, 228. The wonderful actions were 
plain and palpable miracles, 234; tbey were done by Christ and bis 
apostles, as divine acts, 234; before the Jewish nation, 236; consisted 
of numerous and various suspensions of the course of nature, 23G; 
produced permanent effects, 239; and were wrought for a high an d 
holy end, 240. The miracles of which our Lord was the subjl'ct, 239. 
Ou~ Saviour and the apostles appealed to them in proof of their mission, 
241; they bad been predicted as the express evidence of Messiah, 242; 
tbey form an appropriate attestation to a divine religion, 243; they 
were performed by those who had all other signs of a divine mission, 
244; the inference from them to the truth of Christianity is con. 
c1usive, 245; they are incorporated. with the instructions of Chris
tianity, 246 ;.confirmed by the success of the gospel, 248. The religion 
of the Bible, the sole religion, Sl't up and established by miracles, 
249. 

lITissions, success of Christian, i. 400. 

lIToral government <if God, thl' end of, promoted by the Christian doc
trines, ii. 71. 
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Moral .. , Christian, level t.o the comprellension of man, iI. 86; admired by 
unbelIevers,86. Their extent and purity: tbey embrace all that is 
really good in the ethics of heathen sages, 88; form a complete code, 
88; erect the only true standard of duty to God and man, 89' omit 
m~ny false ~i~tues, and insist on many real ones, 90; chi~fly ~n the 
mild and retmng, 91; they require also an abstinence from the prox
imate' causes of evil. 92; regard all fo"ms of devotion as mean. 
to a higher end, 92; aid each other, 93; and go to form ; particular 
sO.rt of character, 94. In order to produce these, Christianity begins 
With the heart of ~an, 95; aims at the formation of.habits, 96; directs 
men to seek the highest attainments, Whilst she encourages the weak
est efforts, 97; keeps aloof from secular policy 98' delivers ber 
code in decisive prohibitions, 99; sets forth st~ong' and affecting 
examples, 100; and refers men to the all-seeing eye of God" 102. 
:rhey are. connecte.d with every part of Revelation, and especially with 
lis pecultar doctnnes, 102; they have the will of God as tbe rule, 
and the eternal judgment as their ultimate sanction. Ill; tbey are 
such as makes it impossible that Cbristianity shOUld be an impos
ture, 116. 

lfluratori, a remarkable fragment discovered by, in 1740, i. 158. 

lfrysteries of man's state in tbis world unfolded in tbe Christian Revela
tion, ii. 19. 

Nalions, Christianity promotes tbe happiness of, ii. 187,200. 

Necessities of man met by the Christian doctrines, ii. 69. 
Ninpveh, destruction of, i. 345., 

Novelty and sublimity of our Saviour'. deportment, and undertaking 
surprising, ii. 159. 

Obedience indispensable in a Cbristian student, i. 37. 
Oberlin, the last hours of Pastor, ii. 413. 

Objections against miracles answered; the fallibility of human testimony, 
i. 228; miracles are contrary to- experience, 229; the transmission of 
remote facts is weakened by the lapse of time, 230. Against the 
Christian religion, ii; 310; the best method of treating, 312; are 
i~admi .. ible, being either speculative opinions. and thus wrong in 
klUd, 317; or against the matter of Revelation, and thus wrong in 
object, 319; contradictory the one to tbe other, 325; frivolous in 
themselves, 334; and manifestly spring from the pride, 335; and 
ignorance of the human mind, 342; only trials of our sincerity and 
submission of heart to GOd. and confirm, ratber than' weaken, the 
Christian' evidences, 350. They fix themselves in unfurnisbed and 
vain minds, 358; prepared by vicious indulgences. 359; the de
parture of the Spirit of God. 360; and the holding slightly by 
Christianity,361. They are tbe stratagems of Satan, 362; and tbe 
most deadly product of the corrupt and proud reason of a fallen 
creature, 364. To the Christian Revelation, founded on the diversity 
of interpretations, refuted, 516. 

Obligation to obey the divine Revelation universal, ii. 525. The neces
sity of enforcing lhis, a proof of the corruption of man, 526. To love 
and obey God antecedent to Revelation, 528. Men not left to accept 
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or reject Christianity at their option, 531. Christianity so excellent in 
itselethat the slightest external evidence would be su!ficient to oblige 
men to obey it, 5i!3. Increased by the simplicity, variety ,independence, 
and force of the evidences, 539. Unspeakably augmented by the advan
tages which e<fch individual has enjoyed, 551; the being not born in a 
heathen land 551' the events of life ordered by a gracious Provi
denc~ 553' s;cret ';'otions oftbehlessed Spirit vouchsafed, 554; advice, 
example, a~d prayers ofministel;s a~d friends, 555. The mo'."entous 
discovedes made, and the immense Interests at stake carry It to an 
inconceivable height, 557; Christianity makes new discoveries, 558 ; 
tbe immense love of God in the redem ption of Jesus Christ, 559; the 
day of judgment, 560; the heavenly prize, 561; .the aw.ful ?ontrast, 
564· eternitv, what is it? 566; and what protechon agamst It? 567. 

Obsta:les to the rapid diffusion of Christianity snrmounted, i. 384; the 
first teachers were feeble and unknown, 384; the time of promulga
tion of Christianity inauspicious, 388; and also the pla,ce, 391; these 
were both increased by the fiercest persecution, 392. 

Origen's testimony to the inspiration of the Scriptures, i. 492. 

Paine. Thomas, the life and conduct of,ii. 376; his last moments, 410. 

Pamphilus' testimony of tbe love of Christians to the holy books, 
i.139. ' 

Pascal's demeanour on his death-bed, ii. 407. 

Paul's, St., qualifications cQrtespond with the offices he had to fulfil, 
i.474. 

Perpetuity of Christianity, a proof of its divine authority, i. 404. 
Persecution of the first Christians, i. 392. 

Piety and decotion of Jestls Christ, ii. 145. 

Pliny'l testimony to facts of the 'gospel, i. 180; to the propagation of 
Christianity, 377. 

Polycarp, testimony of, to the authenticity of books of New Testament, 
i. 136. Martyrdom of, ii.413. 

Ponti". Pilate, testimony of, to the death and resurrection of Christ, 
i.177. 

Porphyry, the Heathen, admits the autbenticity of the Christian books, 
i. 141. 

Prayer, the necessity of, in considering the Evidences of Christianity, i. 
31. 36. 

Propagation of Christianity, a proof of its divine authority! .i. 372; 
appears from the singularity of the attempt, 373; the rapidIty and 
extent of it, 374; the nature of the doctrine thus p~opagated, 382; 
the obstacles surmounted, 384; the change wrought In the converts, 
395. Compared with that of Mahometanism, 399; with the SIlCC~SS 
of our Christian missions amongst Jews and Heath~n, 400; a!,~ w~th 
reforms in Christian countrie~, 402. The propagatIOn of Chnsttalllty 
is fulfilment of prophecy, 408. 

Prophecy, definition of, i. 265; its extent, 267; .har~ony of all its par.ts 
in the person of the Saviour, 270; the infilllte Wisdom apparent In 
the contrivance of them, 272; the double sense of prophecy, 278 ; 

" ./ 
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the practical and important ends which propllecy subserves, 285. 324; 
it has the impress of the majesty of God, 291 ; fulfilment of it, 299. 
326. 

Prophecy, fulfilment of, in the person of our Lord, i. 300; as to the 
time, place, &c. of his birtb, 301; his life, sufferings, death and resur
rection, 302 ; his miracles and doctrine, 304; uniting qualities and 
attributes the most contradictory, 305; and as to his spiritualoffices, 
319. Circumstances connected witb the fulfilment increase the proof 
of divine foreknowledge, 311. Prophecy of the destruction of the city 
and polity of tbe Jews, aud their dispersion fulfille,j, 327; others 
which relate to various cities, nations, and empires, 344; Nineveh and 
Tyre, 345; Bahylon, 346; descendants of Ishmael, 348; Egyptians, 
349; descendants of Canaan, Shem, and Japheth, 351; Daniel's predic
tion concerning.the four empires, 352; prophecies of Daniel, St. Paul, 
and St. Johl\, respecting the western apostacy, 354; those concerning 
the future conversion of the world, and the final triumph of holiness 
and truth, 359. 

Prophets, the, had a solemn mission and call, known by all the nation, i. 
281; were men of sinc·ere personal piety, 282; their prophecies form 
hut a small part of their general instructions, 282; their messages were 
often of the most distressing nature to their persoual feelings, 283 ; 
they suffered even unto death, 283; they record minutely every thing, 
even though it might seem to make against them, 283. They performed 
miracles, 284. The number and ages of the prophets, and the independ
ence of their predictions, increase the proof of divine prescience, 308. 

Prophetical argument, the force of, i. 363. 

Prophetical inspiration, accumulation of, i. 313. 

Prudence and discretion of Jesus Christ, ii. 151. 

Reason conducts us to Revelation, ii. 444; her province marked out, 446; 
Mr. Locke's account of, 448; Bishop J. B. Sumner's observation re
specting, 449; Lord Bacon's remark on the office of reason, 450. 

Reasonableness of faith in the Christiau Revelation, ii. 443. 

Reasoning defined by Dr. Thomas Browne, ii. 445; the clearer laws of, now 
acknowledged, aid us in examining the Christian Evidences, ii. 607. 

Recapitulation of the external evidences, i. 530; of the internal, ii. 577. 

Redemption in the incarnation and sacrifice of the only. begotten Son of 
God, ii. 53. 

Reformations in Christian countries, progress of, i. 402. 

Regeneration of man described, ii. 56. 

Remedy, the Bihle provides a, for all the wants o~ man.' i~. 25; whi~h 
works by proposing adequate motives, 28; placlUg hlUl lU a favoura
ble state of probation, 29; proposing a system of means adapted to his 
powers, 29; all agreeing with his outward cirrumstances, 30; calcu
lated to draw out to the utmost all his faculties, 31; and to carry him 
on to his true end, 32. 

Resurrection of the dead, and the last solemn judgment, ii. 58. 

Revelation the necessity of a divine, appears from the state of the hea
then wo~ld, before the coming of Christ, i. 63; of unbelievers at pre-
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sent scattered In Christian lands, 71·;. ·of pagan nations of tile present 
day, 77; and of the countries of Christendom themsel ves 82. A ge
neral impression has prevailed that God has granted one t~ man, 87. 

Ridley's dying address to Latimer, ii. 413. 

Rites and u.age., religious, springing out. of CJuistianity, and suhsistin~ 
at tbe present day, i. 188. b 

Rome, tbe Church and Bishop of, the great western apostacy furetold hy 
Daniel, St. Paul, and St. John, i. 354. 

Ross'au and Doddridge contrasted, ii. 388. Rosseau on his death.bed 
407. 

R~krs andgo~erno,. of our ~ountry,address to, ii. 612. 

Rules for the sound interpretation of Scripture, ii. 490. 

Sacraments, the,and the otber meam; of grace,H. 57., 

Sacred Volume is unique and unparalleled in the history of the world i. 
163. ' 

Safety-lamp, Cli~istianity a, ii. 365. 

Sensual pleas,.,.. must be renounced before the evidence of miracles can 
be received, i. 254. 

Se~iou,me .. essential to a right investigation of the Christian evidences, 
1.35, 

Shem, the present state of the descendants of, fulfils the prophecy con
cerning them. i. 351. 

Simplicity of the Christian doctrines,.ii. 62. 

, Sincere inquirer receives Christianity on the external evidences, ii. 4. 

Spirituality is the sum of Christian morals, ii. 95. 

Spurious writings, marks of, 106; not one of them to he found in books 
of New Testament, 107. 

Studen~ of Christianity must be dorile, i. 35; serious, 35; prayerful, 36 ; 
ohedlen.t, 37; humble and practical, alone pleases God, 211. Address to 
the d?clle ~~d sincere, 253. Should study the sacred Volume with in
creaslUg dlitgence, 294; with a practical end in "iew, 296; have sin
gleness of heart, 370. Student convinced, 412. 

S tedfastne .. in the Christian faith urged, ii. 120, 

Style and manner of the books of the New Testament, i. 149. 

Submission to the Christian faith should be immediate' ii. 568' cordial, 
569; , , 

Success of Christianity in proportion to the removal of hindrances ii 
195. ' . 

Suicide, infidelity too often hurries on its votaries to commit, ii. 415. 

Suitableness of Christianity to the state and wants of man' the nature 
of ~he argument .stated, ·ii. ~ 1; estahlished by the decisive language 
w.h.tch the. Cb~lshan RevelatIOn speaks, 13; tbe mysteries of his con
d!tton whIch It unf~ld~, 18; tbe remedy for all his wants which it pro
VIdes, 25; and as It IS calculated for universal diffusion, 33. This 
adaptahon doe. not strike the mind at first, 40; yet was originally 
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formed by tbe wisdom of Ood, 41; and is best seen, from the midst of 
buman we"kness, misery, and sorrow, 43. 

Swart" 'and Volney contrasted, ii. 389. 

Tacitu., testimony of, to the gospel facts, i. 179; to the propagation of 
Christianit~, 375. 

Temper of mind in wbich Christianity should be etudied, i. 34; I. cba. 
racterized by docility, 35; seriousness, 35; prayer, ·36; obedience, 
37; entirely wanting in unbelievers; literary, _ 38; uniQformed, 42; 
low and profane, 43. Its indispensable importance appears, from 
the influence of tbe passions over the understanding, 45; acknow. 
ledged to be essential to every important investigation, 46; must be 
yet more so in the investigation of tbe Christian evidences, 47; and 
is required by Christianity herself, 48. This temper sbould be culti· 
vated by those wbo are harassed by suspicions, 53; by the young, 
57; an!! by all, 58. 

Temperance of Jesus Christ, ii. 150. 
Temple at Jerusalem, description of, i. 328. Attempt by Julian to re· 

build it, frustrated, 338. 
Tendency of Christianity to promote the temporal and spiritual happi

ness of nations and individuals, ii. 178; appears from the direction 
whicb it takes, 184; the hindrances opposed to it, 190; its success in 
proportion to tbe removal of them, 195 ; and the ultimate effects which 
it,will produce when all obstacles are removed, 205. Eacb individual 
sbould show forth this tendency by his holy life, 216,218; and pray for 
tlle copious influences of grace to hasten on the blessed period when 
the tendencies of Christianity sball become effects, 218. 

Terlullian, testimony of, to the authenticity of the books of the New 
Testament, i. 137. 146; to the inspiration, 492 . 

. ____ and Origen state the extent of the propagation of Christianity, 

i.379. 
Test, the, to which everyone may bring tbe truth of the Christian reli

gion, ii. 222; the nature of the argument, 224; tbe scriptural autho
rity on which it rests, 230; the facts by which it is sustained, 236; 
there is nothing in it to excite astonishment, 246. The defec,t of expe. 
rience in some persons, no valid objection to tbe argument, 248. 
The singular ilnportance of the proof thus educed, being entirely 
level to the mass of mankind, 251; the most satisfactory to men of 
all classes, 255; a growing evidence, 258; strengtbening all the 
external and internal proofs, 259; and peculiarly necessary in the 
present 'day, 262. An appeal to sincere Christians in support of this 
argument, 267; directions for the application of the test, 271 ; the 
character of persons prepared to enter on a personal trial, 272. 

Theophilus' testimony to the inspiration of the Old and New Testaments, 
j, 492. 

Tranquillity <if mind produced by faitb, ii. 464. 
Translation of the Bihle, the fidelity of the English, i. 206, 

Tyr/?, destruction of, i. 345. 

Valens' testimony to the Jove of Christians to the holy books, i. 139. 

Unbelievers want the temper of mind in which alone Christianity can 
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be properly atu~ie~, i. 38. They betray a wrong temper, 50. Their 
~ve commo~ prlnclpl~s. 71;. borrowed from Christianity, 72; held 
oosely, 74, wholly inSUffiCient as a guide to man 75 S 1-" 

del_, Infidelity. . , • ee 'v'-

Union of separate graces in our Saviour'S personal character ii. 152. 

Univerlal diffusion, tbe Bible is calculated for ii. 33' both a: to It 
33; andmanner,37. "rna er, 

Volney a1ld Swart" contrasted, ii. 389. 

Voltaire, the character and conduct of, II, 377. His last days, 411. 

W?rhu:ton'" Bishop, opinion on the inspiration of the New Testament 
I. 466, 503. ' 

Wo~ld, our Lord's.luperiority to the, ii. 149. 
Wr!tera on the eVIdences bave pursued various methods II 603' i' 

t!ve 603; Jite~r~, 604; theological, 604; metaphyslcai 605" P;i~~: 
ncal, 605; Chrtstlan, 605. ' , 

Y~~ng, address to the, i. 544, 547; exhorted to shun vicious courses 
11. 359; to be careful not to provoke lhe Spirit of God to depart 
from t~e~, ~60; and to see that they possess the substantial blessin s 
of CllTls~tant~y, ~61. Convinced from the lives and deaths of iufide~ 
that thetT obJecttons confirm Christianity, 423. ' 
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