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T H E

'PRETFACE

TO THE

'R EADER

LTHOUGH it cannot be denied that there are many
excellent books written, and fermons. delivered con-
cerning the Lord’s - Supper’s yet 1t is- fadly to be regreted,.
that there remains ftill a lamentable ignerance, amang many,
of the nature. of this holy ordinance, and the principal acls re-
quired in communicating.. Which confideration chiefly hath
moved me to handle this {ubject (of which too much cannot.
he written or preached, feeing 1t 1s the epitome of the whole
Chriftian religion, both as to doftrin¢ and pragtice) in a plaim
catechetical method, and have ftudied the eafieft words and
exprefions that I conld-devife, to mike the nature of the:
covenant of grace, and the feals thereof, - plain and intelligible:
0 every. vulgar capacity. o
* As I do not know much that is written upon this fubjed,
in this method, {o I have obferved in réatifes of the Lord’s
Suppery that generally there is but‘little faid of the nature of
the covenant. of works with the firlt Adam,.or of the covenant
of redemption with the fecond Adam, or of the covenant of
grace with the ele&, to which this Sacrament is annexed as 2
{eal: and that yet lefs 1s faid of the facrament of baptifm, the
firft feal of the covenant ; which certainly fliould,.in the firft
place, be confiderzd and underftood by every man, before he:
adventure to partake of the fecond feal of the covenant, which
. bears a fpecial relation to the firft. Wherefore F have thought
fit, in this catechifm (for the better underftanding:the nature
of this facrament) to give a fuccin@ view of the golpel fcheme,.
qod. method of than’s falvation, by opening up the nature of
the forefaid divine covenant, and: of the facrament of baptifm;,
before 1 come to treat p.articgl;arly. of the Loed’s Supper.
. L - 2



1y THE PREVFACE,
All Chriftians thould ftudy to have diftinét uptakings of the
gofpel-covenant, and of this ordinance, which is the compend
nd feal of it; and in a fpecial ‘imanner young pérfons before
their firlt admiffion to it, when they are hereby, in a folemn
and explicit manner, to renew their baptifmal bonds, and give
their voluntary confent_tp the covenmant. . U young people,
take heed to your firft communicatiig, for very much depends
upon it; you are as it were, about laying the foundation-ftone
of your falvation-work; which ought to be done with much
ipiritual {kill and knowledge, if you would have a' fare build-
mg ; if you approach to this holy table in ignorance, you
{tumble in the threfhold ; nay, you will furely be unworthy
communicants, and fo may provoke God to {mite you with the
plagies. of judicial: blindnels, heart-hardnefs, and “formality,
which may cleave-to you all 'your lives, and fo-you-are undone
for ever..* Wherefore; “as you regard your ‘immortal foils,
pray for knowledge ‘and fpiritual iluminwion-; apply to your
great- prophet- Jefus Chrift for it; improve the means and
helps ‘which ‘be. affords ‘'you, and ferioufly “pérafe this- cate-
chifm, before”you “fifft communicate ; that {fo you midy get
{ome right:uptakings of thé nature of :the covenant-of ‘grace;
and the feals thereof; and particularly, of the obligations you
already lye under by the firft feal, thit you may with know.
ledge,, {erioufnefs and folemnity, go, aid perfonally-'rencw
vour baptifinal covenant with God, and get it ratified, by re-
ceiving of the fecond feal thereof. For-this caufe it is that
cur national Affembly, by their ac&t, Afl. 1706, fefl. 12. do
recommend to all minifters, <diigently to inftruct’ perfons,
¢ efpecially before their admiffion to the Lord’s {upper, parti-
¢ cularly-as to the-covenant of ‘grace, and the nature and end
¢ of that ordinance as a {eal thereof;; “and charge upon-their
¢ confciences the obligations they lye under fiom their bap-
¢ ifimal covenant,~and ferioufly to exhort them to renew the
¢ fame.’ ~ And accordingly, I havg known lome’ mimiters,
at very much pains with young petfons before their firft com-
municating, inftructing'them as above direfled, telling them,
that they were now ‘to -enter into the ftate of - adult church
memberfhip, to be taken into’ Chrift’s family, and fhare of the
childrers privileges, fealed to them in baptilm; that there-
fore they muft;now make & choice for themfelves, ratify their
parents deed, and becorne Chiriftians by their own voluritary
confent, as well-as by ‘their parents dedication, and renew
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cheir baptifmal covenant with judgment and underftanding..
And after much pains taken upon them.in private, they
have called thefe young communicants together in a pu~
blic maoner, catechifing them, and opening. up-the nature of
the gofpel-covenant, and their baptifmal engagements to'them
.and with fome folemnity afking each of them their confent
thereunto, and taking them engaged per{onally to renew cove--
nant with God in fecret, and make choice of ‘God for thern
God, and Chrift for their Saviour and hufband,-before they.
thould ‘approach:to his table, and upon thefe terms. giving:
them their tokens. Unto all which they joined fuitable di+
retions .and-encouragéments, concluding all,*by giving up and
recommending thefe young communicants 16 God: in-folemn .
and fervent prayer. Which method I have known accompas-
nied> with great tendernefs, and many tears, among-the young
people ; one of them helping to affet another, yea, and make:
very moving impreflions upon -the whole audience; and &
doubt not, but fuch occafions have ‘been to fome, the time of:
their efpoufals to the Lord Jefus Chrift,. which they are- to>
remember with thaskfulnefs and.praife..

‘"Moreover, I intreat young communicants to beware of cons-
tenting themfelves-with a literal knowledge .of the doétrine of
the covenants, and of the facraments ;. but.O prefs and pray
hard.-.for the inward teachings of God’s.Spirit,. that hight 1n.
your heads- may be- joined with heat.in: your heartsi. And-
pray for the firm and folid belief, and fincere love-of all thefe:
truths which you know ;. and' that ‘your knowledge may be a:
fanctified: and pradical knowledge, and.increafing,. like the:
morning light. o B

Again, - [ befeech’ you. to. beware of refting. uponr your pur=-
pofes; prayers or tears, your perfonal covenanting, or any .per--
formance of yours whatfomever; Let none of thefe.come i
Chrift’s room ; be not fatisfied with a form of*godlinefs with--
out feeking after the life and power thereof. Be never eafy-
till' you get. your hearts opened to clofe with Jefus Chrift in
the gofpel-offers; and get-an inward' change wrought upon-
your fouls, by the regenerating grace and Spirit of God, and
grace: excited in-you-to lively exercife;; and dhen you may-ap--
proach with holy confidence to your Redeemer’s table; and ex--
peGwélcomeé, .. - - T T
+ “Sacranient days in.Scotland have:been folemn and fealing
days, ‘yea, days of heaven to many ; at fuch occafions many
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vi THE PRETFACE

have had their tryfts, and Bethel meetings with God, which
they will never forget. O let us all then beware of formality
creeping in. among. us in our preparation for, and partaking of
this folemn ordinance ; for then God will withdraw himfelf
from our aflemblies, and our folemn. feafts will be melancholly
and heartlefs.. How. {ad will our cafe be, if communicants
and profeflors of religion turn eafy about this matter, and be
fatisfied with the fhadow without the {ubftance; with pure
ordinances and facraments, without Chrift’s prefence in them;
with communion days, without commuiion with Chrift the
mafter and maker of the feaft, O communicants, however
frequently you, approach to the Lord’s table, yet flill make
confcience of fecret, ferious, and folemn preparation for it ;
prefs always for a token of Chrift’s love at his wable. There
is nothing fo fupporting to poor believers, in this wildernefs,
yea, and when under the greateft trials and difhculties, than
the believing views they have fometimes got, of a well ordered
covenant of grace, made over and fealed to ‘them by this facra-
ment : thefe have been the cordials of many, when they have
‘been flepping in over the threfhold of eternity. - Let us then
be providing fuch cordials againft that critical time. -
At firft, when I'fell to compofe this book, I thought to
contain it in a {mall compafs ;- but having a defign to inftruct,
dire&, and confirm fome; confute, reprove and reform others;
. the book fwelled-to this bulk, before I ‘could in any. meafure
reach my end. | - R .
1/, My defign is, to inftru® the ‘ignorant, in the know-
ledge of the gofpel way and method. of {alvation, through the
mediation and furetyflup of Jefus Chrift; and therefore I was
obliged to give fuch, -as clear a view-as, T-couldy of the cove-
nants of works, of redemption, and of gracey with the feals

thereof. .-~ . . T A

2dly, I intend to. diret and afhift-all fincere young. commu-
picants, that defire to be rightly guided in this weighty work,
fo as they may not. wound. Chrift nor their own fouls, but
pleafe God and: get'a gracious meeting -with. their' Saviour;
and: for. their fakes I have fully. difplayed: the nature, parts;
ends and. ufes of the: Lord’s. fupper, fhewed; what-is required
of them before. they: come, . what is incumbent on them ‘when
they come, and what 15 incumbent on them when they. go
from the Lord’s table 3 and alfo. have fubjoined to:this ‘book,

.
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fome fuitable materials for meditation and prayer, both before
and:after partaking.

adly, My end is to {upport and encourage thefe troubled
and exercifed fouls, who dare not negleé‘t this ordmance, and
who make confcicnce of attending 1ty and preparing for it, but
are oft filled with doubts and fears, left they be unworthy com-
municants, apprehending they, have no right to Chrift’s table,
in- regard they do not perceive any fure marks of grace in their
hearts, nor find apy fenfible. benefit by the ordinance : where- -

fore, I have for the fake of fuch, laid down many marks for
examining their ftate, their graces, their frame, and profiting
- by this- ordinance : and alfo have intermixed. the book with 3
- great, variety of cafes of confcience, which I have handled and
refolved for the relief and fupport: of fuch ferious fouls.

- Athlys 1 deﬁgn to confute.thofe who corrupt this holy ordi-
nance, or. in any meafure- deviate from Chrift’s inftitution ;
-and; therefore, I have gone through the feveral parts of the.in- -
{titution, thown the ufefulnefs and ﬁgmﬁcancy thereof, and
have_fairly propofed the matters in‘controverfy, with the ad-
verfaries: objections, and anfwered them. |

_5thly, 1 aim to reprove and reform thofe who ruth upon thiis
ordinance in an ignorant or carelefs-manner, without due pre-
paration ;; by fhewing who only. have a right to this table, what
15 the nature and importance of-the work of commun;catmg,
with the fin_and danger;, of daing it unworthily. ‘

. 6thly, 1 intend likewife to reprove thofe who live in the ha-
bltual negle& of this ordinance ;- by laying open the neceffity
and advantages of worthy communicating, and the guik and

hazard of negleGting Chrift’s inftitution and d mg,command
7biy, To reprove thofe who fe.tlsfg themfelves with, com-
mumcatmg ance in a year or two years, as they have the occa-,
fion only in their own parith kirks, and no oftner;. By fhewing,
the obligations that Iye on all Chrift’s dtﬁnples to partake often.
And I fhall add in this place, that there is ground to fear,
that the unfrequent celebration and participation of this blefled
feaﬁ which Clirift hath prepared, for us, is an evil that many
in this church are chargeable with ; and for which the Lord
may plead a controverfy with us.. How can we exped but he
will depart from us, when we ftand. at fuch a diftance. frrom,,
him, and come o feldom near him in. the method he. hath, apa
pointed ? Can, we look for the fimiles of Chrift’s gountgnance,

when. we live -fo- much 1n, the negleét of his, dying words ? Ts
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it any wonder our hearts are {o hard, when we are fo fel- -
dom applying the blood of Chrift for foftnm them? Or that
our graces be fo weak and withered, when we fo little ufe the
ieans for ftrengthening and cherifhing them. Is not the
frequent ufc of this ordinance, in the way Chrift hath ap-
pointed,.an excellent help, to {often our hearts, renew our re-
pentance, ﬂrengthen our faith, inflame our love,. increafe our
thankfalnefs, animate our refo‘uuons againft fin, and encou-
rage us to holy duties, and fhall we.willingly negle& it? It
is no wonder that we complain we mifs what we aim at, and
exped in this ordinance, when' we are fo little fenfible of for-
mer neglects. Itis a fad fign, our Teceiving of - this facra-
ment is not right, when i it leaves niot in us’ earneft breathings
for the like opportunity ; 1s it poffible for us tomeet 'with
Chrift, and tafte of his fweetnefs and fulnefs in thls ordlnance,
and not long for another meeting ? - -
Let none think,. that the fréquency of the adrmnl’{rauon* -
would expofe to contempt ;- for I-am fire no worthy commu-
nicant will undervalue this ordmance, becaufe of a frequent
repitition, but rather prize it the ‘more. - Did the primitive

Chriftians bring it to contemipt by partaking every Lord’s day?
Nay, was not their efteem of it much lngher than thofe who

dlfpenfe, or receive it only once in two'years ? I wifh, the
words of .our, dying Sadviour,” and "the. a&s of our General
Aflembly, relative to this miatter;” Were more adverted to, by
one and all of us. o *

The mind of our church, with refpec to this point, is well
known ; for our Diretory for pubhc worihip declares ¢ that
the Lord's {upper- is frequently fo be celebrated.” Our re-
formers appointed 1t'to be adminiftrate in' parithes three or
four times in the year, and that minifters. who were {lothful
in the adminiftration of it, (hould be cenfuired, as appears from
the a&s of Afl. 1562, and 1 5 63 which are alfo approven by’
Adfl. 1638, who fu ther appoint, ¢ thit fome courfe be ‘tiken
¢ for furnithing of the elements, where the mmlﬂer of the pa-:
¢ rifh hath allowance only for once in the year;’ that fo the
want of a fand for commiunion elements, might not hinder the
frequent adminiftration”of this ‘ordinance. - -Again, left the
multiplicity of pr edching, or minifters aflifting: at it, - thould
hinder uts frequency, the General Affembly, anno 1645, -did
appoint, ¢ that miniftérs fhould bave at this work, but two
¢ affiftants, who were to provide their own panfhes at home
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¢ with preaching ;. and-that there be but one preparation-fer-
¢ mon on:the Saturday, .only ‘one fermon on' the Sabbath-
¢ morning before ferving! the. tables, ‘and: one th-.-mkfgmng fer-
¢ .monznfter.the communioni?: .1 ¢ oot oo o
- And that the church, ﬁnce the Revolution, continues:to be
fef the fanie :mind with:0ur . predecéflors; ‘concerning the fre:
quency.of celebrating this ordinance, appears from the late adls
of the:General Aflembly-thereanent;. particularly the: gth adt
of Afl. 1701, where it.is recommended to prefoyteries,.¢ To
¢ take care:that the facraiment of the Lord’s {upper be’more
¢ frequently adminiftrate in their bounds ; and that the ‘nums
¢ ber of minifters to ferve thereat be: reﬁn&ed {o that-neighs
¢ bourmg chusichés be.not thereby calt defolate on.the Lord’s
¢ day.” .. But the 4&; -which is imof} plain"and:particulir on
this Ticad'is the.rith ad of Aflll1712, entitled, < A& a.pi-
pointingithe more frequent celebration of the Lord’s fupper.’ -
‘And,n: rans thus, ¢ The General: Affembly confidering that
¢ the Aflemblies of this national church have, by-feveral ads
¢ appointed the frequent celebration: of the holy facrament-of
¢ the Lord’s fupper,.in all the congregations of this church
¢ and judging, that the due obfervation of- thefe:adts” will
¢ greatly tend to the glory of. God,and the edification of fouls;
y ..therefore, they do:hereby enjoini.all prefbyteries.to- enquire,
¢ if-thefe adts be-duly obferved by all the bréthren ;: and 1n
¢ cafe any minifter fhall neglet to celebrate the: facrament of
¢ the Lord’s fupper, in his parifh for a whole ‘year, the Ad-
¢ {fembly appoints the prefbytery in which the faid parifh lyes,
¢ to call for an account of :the reafons of his omiflion of that
¢ great and folemn -ordinance, and to approve: or difapprove
¢ the fame, - as they fhall {ee-caule, -and to record their. dili-
¢*gence in this matter. And for makmg this effectual, the
¢ General Aflembly enjoins-the {ynods at their. feveral meet-
¢ :ings; " to enquire at the prefbyteries within ‘their bounds,
¢-what care they have taken to execute the faid a&, &c. .
And further, that the Lord’s people; may have - opportunity
of frequent communicating, ‘the General Affembly, by the 6th
adl, Afl. 1711, ¢ Do recommend to prefbyteries, to do what
¢ they-can, -to get. it fo ordered, .that the facrament.of the
‘* Lord’s fupper; may be adminiftred 1n their bounds, through
¢ the feveral months of the. year.” . And this they: enacted for
rédrefling the pradtices, that are- too common in moft places,
of .crowding -the whole” communions . of the bounds, in - the

-
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fpace of a few fabbaths, in the fummeér-feafon ; whereby mi-
nifters, who are called to afhift at thefe occafions, are exceed-
ingly hurried and firaitned ; and ferious exercifed perfons gre
deprived of the benefit of that holy ordinance during the reft
of the year, which is certainly'a very great lofs : and alfo ma-
ny parithes, .by this methogd, are allowed the facrament no
~ oftner than once in two years: which practices are fhill con~
tinued notwithftanding of all the éxceéllent adts to the con-
trary. However, I am glad to. hear, that in fome parifhes,
min:fters have begun to celebrate this ordinance twice in the
year ; I heartily wifh this pradtice were general among-us,
and people had a lively appetite after this quickening feaft.
I couofefs there is one thing among us, which. is-a great: ob-
“ftruction to the frequent celebration of this ordinance, viz,
The great number of minifters and preachings now ufed on
fuch occafions, which truly makes that folemn work a bufi-
nefs of fuch outward toil and labour to the adminiftrators, as
difcourages them. frequently to” undertake it. So that ull
{fome regulation be made in the forefaid refpe&, I defpair of
feeing this holy ordinance difpenfed {o frequentdy among us as
it ought to be. | | -

Jn the days. of old, there was lefs preaching at communi-
ons, but much power and life in them; but in our days,
there is much preaching, but-lictle power. Not that I am
‘againft: much preaching at thefe occafions, where there is an
appetite among the hearers, ‘and where plenty of minifters
may be had, without laying- the neighbouring congregations .
defolate, or proving any let to the frequency of this ordinance
but to make it a ftanding order, . that there fhall be' fo many
- preachings, whether. there be an appetite or no, or whatever in-
conveniences fhould follow; I apprehend cannot-be fo eafily
juftified. I acknowledge about the time of our late happy
Revolution, when fo much preaching at communiens began
to be a fettled praftice, there were fuch vehement defires
among the people, after the ordinances, and lively preaching
of the word, that had been fo fcarce.for fo many years before,
that it was neceflfary to gratify themi with much preaching at
thefe folemn occafions; but it is not to be expeéted, that thefe
longings fhould always continue. In the primitive. times of -
Chriftianity, when the difciples hearts flamed with love to
their lately crucified and afcended Redeemer, they had fo
burning defires after the ordinances and preaching of the
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golpel, that the apoftle Paul, at the celebration of the Lord’s
fupper, Afls xx. 7. was encouraged to continue preaching to
the people till midnight ; yet none ever pleaded, that the
apoltie’s pradtice, on that occafion, fhould be a ftanding rule
for the church, in all time coming, . = o
But that I be not too tedious in this preface, I fhall only
acquaint my reader, that I have chofen to handle this excel-
fent fuibjedt in a catechiftical method, as being the moft eafy
and familiar way of inftructing the ignorant, and moft eafy for
the memory to retain. 'The work of catechifing hath been,
fignally blefs’d of God, for inftructing people in the principles
of Chriftianity 3 and where this is negle@ed or contemned,
people underftand little of the moft excellent fermons they.
hear, and are little'edify’d by them. ™ Proper food muft be
provided for children, as well as meat for ftrong men. * And
hence 1t is, that the chief Shepherd enjoins his fervants, to
feed his lambs, as well as his fheep. - S
I know the church of Scotland is already provided with ex-
~ cellent Catechifms, both Shorter and. Larger, and: with 2
choice explanation of the Shorter by Mr. Viacent, all which
I earfleftly -recorunend to the reader’s diligent perufal, and
efpecially our Larger Catechifm, as ‘containing-a noble fyftém
of divinity.. It would be the advantage of all the’'members
of this church, to be at more pains in reading, confidéring,
and laying it up in their memories, than generaily they are.
T'he approbation of the Larger Catechifm, by the General
Affembly 1648, Sefl. 10. fhould not be forgotten ; in which
we find, that after the moft exa& trial and éxamination, both
by the refpedive prefbyteries of this church, and by the af-
fembly itfelf, they do declare this Catechifm to be moft agree-
able to the word of God, and the received do&rine of this
church; and that it 1s a rich treafure, for increafing know-
ledge among the people of God; where alfo they blefs God
that fo excellent a Catechifm is_prepared, with whom I dor
heartily join iffue. - But feeing it cannot be expeted that any:-
Catechifm of its bulk (whbich,is of an untverfal nature; treat-
ing on all the heads of divinity) fhould be fo full and copious
about the {acraments, and particularly the Lord’s Supper, as
‘the neceflity of fome do require, I have adventured to. coms
pofe this {acramental Catecliifm, for the benefit of young com~
nunicants, and others weak in knowledge ; and have {tudicd
10 contract as much of the doélrine of the Covenants, and of
1 ’ |
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the facraments, as poffibly I could; into {o fmall bounds.-And
in doing this, I frankly acknowledge, I'have borrowed many
things from others that have writtén ‘upon the fubjeét and
efpecially from our excellent Larger Catéchifm.’ -
~ "And in the whole compofure; I have co;ned as clofely as
1 could, after the approven,form of found ‘words, exprefled in
the word of God,and agreeably thereto, in the Confeflions of
Faith; Larger and Shirtér Catechifms of this church, *which
_are ]u&ly to be accounted moft valuable p1eces of our reform-
ation, -
And traly I eﬂeem it 2 f ngu]ar mercy to this church, in
thefe fhaking and flu@uating times, when new thoughts and
exprefhons in matters of' faith are’ vented, which are: not
agrecable to the forin of found words- formerly ufed in this:
- church, that we have fuch: an approvén ftandard of do@rine
- look to, as is-laid down in’ gur excellent Confellion of Faith
and Catechifms, plainly founded op the fcriptures of truth 3
and which all the. members. of this church are fhrictly bound
to maintain, both by {olemn natmnai vows, ‘and private en-
gagements at b&Ptlfm* not to>mention’ the: partu:ular obliga<
tions . which all the office-bearers of ‘the'church come under
both by word and Writ {hereunt(), at. théir refpeé'hve ‘'ordina-
tions and admiflions t0 their funé‘uons.' Only, ‘T pray. the
Lord miay give us grace, ‘conftantly to maintain and keep'up
the -due-and uitable impreflionis™ of thefe -engagements’ on our,
{pirits ; which-if we have, thereis 1o doubt, but we mll
carefully evite every appearance of efror ; nay, even be afraid
to difufe-the former modes. of {peaking and expreffing gofpel
truths ufed in the church,” or adopt néw phrafes-and exprefli-
ons in. their ftead ; feemg fuch a pragtice hath often intr odii-*
ced new errors into the church.- It cinnot'bat be thnught .
{trange, - that any lovers of our Zion, “for* the fake of fome
fond new thoaghts ard peculiar expreffions, (which perhaps
their hearers cannot comprehend fo well as™ themfelves, but
are apt rather to. conftru& to a wrong fenfe, ) thould choofe to
recede from the old approven ways of {peaking, or find fault
with thofe that retain them, whereby their people are brought
to ftumble at .worthy gofpel-minifters that have not learned
their new phrafes; and pafs harfh cenfures on them; wlnch
not only tends to mar people’s edification, biit alfo to endanger
‘the peace of cur mother-church, -and the purity of her doc-
trne.  For by fuch courfes, tbe feeds ‘may bé fown, ‘that

N -
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may fpring up (if God prevent it not) into the noxious weeds
of fchifm of error, when we of this generation are rotting In
the duft. I cannot yet be perfivaded, but Rutherford, Gillef-
pie, Dickfon, Durham, Gutherie, and other fuch eminent
lights in"this church, (that were blefled with {uch large mea-
fures of the Spirit of God,) had as clear difcoveries of the .
gofpel myfteries, and dgérine of grace ; were as fpiritual and
evangelical in their preaching, frame and converfation ; and
alfo honoured by their mafter, to bring in as many fouls to.
him, as any in our, day; notwith{tanding that they taught,
¢ The covenant of grace, its bcing mutual, faith being its
condition, the neceflity of perfonally covenanting with God,
of leaving fin in order to come to Chrift, of clofing with him,
apon the terms of - the gofpel, “of obeying. gofpel precepts,
‘making vows at the facrament,” &c.’* Tho’ perhaps in fome
places, thofe who would adventure to fpeak in the ftyle of the
forefaid worthies, may lay their account with being cenfured
~ as legal preachers. |
- T pray the Lord may give.us one heart and one way, that
we may all think and {peak the fame things; and that he may
always preferve this church from the infection of error of one
fort or another, whether ‘Arminian or Antinomian; and that
no opinion or expreéflion be vented among us, that either tends
to the difparagement of frée grace, by afcribing too much to
the power of corrupt nature in the bufinefs of man’s falvation;
or; that under the pretext of advancing free . grace, doth
weaken people’s obligation to holy duties. o
But, reader, I fhall not any longer detain thee from peru-
{ing this Catechifm ; if thou findeft in* it any. thing profitable -
or edifying to thy foul, then givé-God all the glory; and if
~ any thing in it fhew the author’s weaknefs, I beg you may not
rafhly cenfure, but pray for him who would willingly conti-
bute his mite, for the advantage of the weak and ignorant.

. A I

- Du~pEE, January, 1720,
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~ Anfwer. To be. v1ﬁb]e figns- arrd feals 'of his gracmus cove-
rant-with ‘man,-in order-to reprefens and apply Chrift and his
benefits to his-covenanted people ;. to {trengthen their faich in
hls- promifes, add: folemnly'to éngage’themto his fervice.

- Q. Why hathithe infinitely glorios God chofen to cairy orn®he
bufinc[s of-man’s falsation, in the way and method of a cove~

:fm;t, or gritcious paction with him? -
- 4. For thefe-reafons, 5. To difplay the mll'dnefs oF his

nature, #nd moderation of his government ; for though he be-
thé abfolute- ériperoriof the-world; and may make of his
credturés what he'pleafésj yet he fweer]y tempershis fupre-
radcy twith- gobdnefs,, feeking (as 1t were) t0- re:gn with his.
fub]eé’ts condedt, F L U i

- 2dly, “T'éfew hls mawellous goodncﬁs, and condefcenf 100
to. the fons* of -ien ;" in that Ke humbleth’ himfelf to treat fa-
miliarly with them, make promifes, dnd come under obligati-
ons'to make them happy and glorious. - ¢ Lord, what s man
¢ that thou art-mindful of him, and thefon of man- that thou%
¢ thus vilitelt him!’ -

3y, God'deals thus with men; that he might have reafonable
{Ervice frbrs 4 willing people, ‘and theit:valuntary confent to-

his geod laws, For bhough he'might prefcnhe to man, whaﬂ,
' B2 -
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conditions of happinefs he pleafed ; yet he would require no-
thing of him but what he fhould be obliged to judge a juft and
ealy yoke.

41/)!}, That his. people might ferve,and obey him, with'the
greater delight, hving’ fuch gracious covenant prqmlfes for
their encouragement.

Q. How many covenants, hatf G'od made with man, cok-
cerning life and falvation?” -

- 4. Two, the_firf}, being called the covenant of quan%.r ;
the fecond, the covenant of grace.

Q. What is the covenant of works ? |

A. It is_a gracious agreement,-which the great Creator
made with our firft parents, Adam and Eve, in their ftate of .
innocénce? andin thefm; with™all ‘their ‘children’ defcendmg
from thém by ordinry gencration: wherein God” promifed
them' life and happirefs, upon their perfe® obedience to his
holy will and’law ; and threatened them with death and mi-
fery in cafe of difobedience. And withal, giving them for
the tnal of their obedience, a particular command, that they
fhould not eat of the ¢ tiée of the knowledge of good and
¢ evil,Gen.it. 17 Gals 10, 12 0200

Q_ Homw datb, it .:rppear that Gad wade ﬁmﬁ a saw:zqm‘ rwn‘b
our firft parmg‘.f - TS |

A. ‘Becaufe in thiS afFa:r, the fcrlpture Iays down the ef-
fensial parts of a'covenant : we have two diftin& parties con-
aradting, God on the one part, -and man on the-other. - We:
have God requiring fomething of man, viz.: obedience to his:
will : and we have .this requifition, attended with a promife -
of life upon obedience ;. and-a threatening of death, upon. ngt.
obedience. - And /z/lly, We ‘have Adam, fubmitting:of. conz; -
{fenting to.all this: for. feemg he was, made-after the 1magqof
God, pe;fe&l holy:; he behoyed certaiily; 'taicanfcntwtbGod’gT
holy. mll when at ﬁ:ﬁ lald bef'ére him, and that; gmmedlaggly, }
by God hlmfelf his" gracious. and. bountiful Createt. "And.
this alfo is confirmed by feveral places of fcrlpmre, Ho_f_ 3_1_..* .

LR

Rom.iti. 27. Rom. 1. 14. Galiv. 24, -

Q. Wy is this.covenant by the compilers, of our: Cozgf j’ hon: zgf
Faithy called fometimes. a co venant of wor é.r ,. and fometimes .a:
covenant qf'/{ﬁ"’ o ey a3

" A. Becaufe;works or perfeé't obedience; - was. thie conduwn
of this covenant, on;man's part ;-.and life or: perfect happmefs |

Was the reward promlfed on Godspart. . il

‘ L ]
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Q. Was there no grace manifefled in the firfi covenant ?
A. Yes, in feveral things, 1. In that the glorious Crea-
tor was pleafed to defcend (as it were); to a level, and tranfact
a covenant with his own creature, and thereby.come t}nder
bonds and obligations to him, Pfal. cxiii. 5, 6. Rom. x1. 35.
2dly, In taking fuch pains to help the mutability of man’s
ftate and free-wilky, by hedging in his way with promifes-and.
threatenings ; and thereby gracioufly fortifying and arming
himy againtt all temptations to fin, by furnithing him with ar-
guments, both from the promife of reward in cafe of obedi-
ence, and the threatening of punifhment in cafe of tranigref-

fion. ..

3dly, In that he was pleafed to.promife- a reward-fo great
and glorious as eternal life, to.man’s. obedience, when be was.
fufficiently obliged to.it; by the law of his creation,. thougn no--
thing had been promifed for it - -
" 42hly, In that he éreated Adam with fufficiency of power
and grace to enable him to perform God’s whole will; gave
him all.the creatures to obey him, and allowed him. intimg’.te

communion with himfelf, _ i
Qi What law or rule had our firft parents given them for-
their obedience, in the eflate of innocency? ~ -
A: They had both ‘the moral law, and a pofitive law : both.

a. general- commandment, ¢ do this and live;’ and a fpecial
commandment ~ ¢ not to cat- of the tree of knowledge.”
2 Qe Hoaw. aere thefe Jaws given and prowmlgate to.our prft
pareits ? - . . '

. 4. By their credtion in a-perfeéh {tate, they had the moral’
law written and engraven in their hearts, But the politve
law was given them by external. revelation, Lccl. vil zg..
Romv it 145 15.° Geno 1oy - © 7 .

Q.. Why is that fpecial command called a pofitive law,, and.
. diftinguifhed from the moral law? - - .
:«A. :Inregard it 1s of the nature of a.pofitive law, to com~
mand or prohibit things that;before were indifferent, and only
become good or evil by virtue of the;command, and not of
their own nature. So the eating of the tree of knowledge was.
neithér good nor evil, but as commanded or forbidden by God.
That law was not founded: on. the light or diQates of nature,.

r

as all the moral preeepts are ; which, thérefore, are a-ftanding

L]

aind unalterable rule of righteoufnefs; ..« NN

LN |

. Qo Why did God forbid the eating cy’.t_lm;zf:'z,‘;ee.'e,_ I
. Bg oo

Ll
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4. 1. Tolet Adam know that he was not abfolute owner.
of what he poffefled, but only a fervant; and that 'God was
the fupreme maﬁer and- Lord of all.

zd!j, To-**keep him in mind, that his happinefs did not lye
in time’s th:ngs, but'in the pleafing of God, and enjoymg his
favour.

3dly, T'o try his obedlence, and regard to the dmne au-
thority ; and to render him for evet inexcufable, if he fhould
difobey God in {0 eafy a command,- when he had fuch helps
and encouragements to keep It. .

Q. Did our firf) parents keep their co venant qutb God ?

A. No ; for though they had fufficient ftreagth given them
for keepmg it perfe@tly; yet being left to the freedom ofitheir’
own will, they did fo mtfmanage the fame, that they mifs
believed God, hearkened to the devil, and complied with his
temptation to eat the forbidden fruit ;- whereby they finned
againft the cleareft light, and were guilty of the moﬁ curfed
mgratltude and rebelhon againft God. .

Q. What Slate dzd the b: each of the covenant ay‘ quarb brmg
man info?

4. Into a moft wretched and mlferable condmon, havmg
thereby loft God’s image 5 his favour and all communion with
him ; plunged himfelf into a fearful gulph of:fin ; “and fallen
under the fentence of death and all forts of mlfenes, tempos
ral, {piritual and eternal, - |

Q -Was the nwhole pofterity qf Adam 57‘0 7 gfzt into z‘bz.r rwqﬁzl
fate by Adam’s fin? -

A, Yes, all of them who defcended from him by ordinary
generatmn : fo that.never any, but the man Chnﬁ was ex-
. cepted. - -

Q. How can nwe be c})arged awith Aa’am s guilt, _/Eemg Qe

» nuere not exiflent nuken he A, wned ?
A. Becanfe when the covenant was. mdde with Adam, he

afled asa pubhc perfon; reprefenting hig whole. poiterity who
were then in his “loinis § and thus: the; covenant being ‘made
with them in him, they finned ‘in ln’m, and fell with hlm,
Rom.v. 12, 18, 19. 1 Cor. xv. 21, 22, . .

Q. Was there no remedy prw:ded Sor Adcm in the ﬁrﬂ ca*

wmmt in mﬁ of @ breach'?
" A. Noj for it threatened: ‘death for the leaﬁ tranfgreﬂiou,'
and left the tranfgre{lor hon:lefs under the curfz, without:a

promife of pardon upon repeiitance, or of new {trength upon

i
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lofing what he had, or of 4 furety 10 anfwer for h:m, Gen. it

17. “Gal. iii. 10.

Q. Wa;s it-pofible for fallen man to find out a rmzeq’y ﬁr
Jm: elf ?

Jf- No.;-for-he loI’c all power to do any thmg that was
good ; and his mifery called for a ranfom of infinite value,
which nohe but: God could provide,. Ram. wvii. 18. Plak
xliz. 7, 8. "Mic: vi. 6, 7. Hol. xitt. g.- -7~

Q. 1s the covenant of aworks niow di ﬁmrml!ed _/E: as it 6:::#) 110
power over any mard: .

A. No; forevery natural man and unbehever, 15 :as much
~ under the power and obligation of this covenant, as evér Adam
was; it ftill ftands in full force'agant all fuch ; they are obli«
ged to: perform its condition, viz.. perfec.‘t obedlence, and al{o
to.undergo.the penalty for breaking it, for theyl e {till undet
its fentence, acgofding to John iil. 18. ¢ He that believeth
¢ not4s'condemined already,’ i. €. by virtue of the covenant
of works, which thiey have violated, and- Eph,’ii. 3. it is fald
¢ We are all by nature children of wrath,’ i. e. we are doomed
to. wrath and deftru@ion by the broken cotenant of works,
and fhll lye under the fentence, while-we are. in’ the ﬁate of
nature, . oot '

- Qw5 any man-now able to mgfquer t/m- a’maﬂd: qf z‘/)e co-
venant of works 2 - .

A.- Noj for, as we have lo& our. ﬁrength to peaform its
conthlon, {o it is, impoffible for any created power to pay its
pena]ty, or give fatlsfaé'twn to igfinite _]LIHZICE for the dffence of

ﬁn - " . 1

Q Bm‘ how is it fafg/' ﬂem‘ 'wn‘b juflice 01 equire tbat ﬁom
us, which.awe are utterly unable to perform ?

A. Though :we by.our own fault bave loft our ﬁrength to
obey, yet God-doth not thereby lofe his juft right to.demand
what:belongs to: himi. " A creditor. lofeth not'his right.t.crave
- ajuft.debt, becaufe the debtor has {quanidered away his- floék,
and is-turned bankrupt ; nay heas {till liable.and his children
too.: So ii this cafe our being. unable to pay; will not abfolv
us from.our debt’; efpccially E;emg the ma'blhty 1S bronghwn
_ by ourlelves. : T
Q.. Is there any way for fuckh 6an£rupt; ar awei are, to b._,. d{[
cbarged qf that ddéz‘, and loq/E'd ﬁ'ﬁm the band of the ﬁ; /2 Covee
pant.2. i

A, There i Is no way, but by takmrr hold of the new cove-

-,



20 A SACRAMENTAL

nant, end flying to its Mediator and furety for'the payment of
our debt.
Q. Are believers in Chrif} awholly abfolved from the aﬁ/:gatton

of the covenant of works ?
A. They are wholly loofed from this covenant, as to its

power of juftification and condemnation,. It can neither juf-
tify nor condemn them, fince God hath ‘entered - into a new
covenant with them for their juftification. : But tho’ it be no
ways binding upon-believers, as a covenant ; yet ftill it binds
them as a law, or rule for regulating their hearts arid lives:
for the law being-of univerfal moral equity, it remains a per-
petaal rule of rlghteoufne{é to beltevers as well as others; and
it is impofhble. that a fational creatire “can at any .time be
Joofed fmm its . obligation ‘as a holy and juft law ; though
believers are freed from 1its condemnation as.a covenant. - As
‘the law or covenant of works is (in refpeét of its threats and
whips) a {choolmafter to drive us unto Chrift for. righteouf~
nefs and }u{hﬁcatmn fo' Chritt gracioufly frees his. people
from the rigour and condemmng powey of this {chool-malter
but refers them back to-him.as a guide and-director of - their
-walk and behaviour, -Gal. iii. 13, 24. .1 Cor.'ix. 21. Rom.
vi. 14 Rom.vi. 16, 22, 23. B
Q.. Is it fimply impoffible for any man now to-enter /Jéa ven

B_y the way of a covenant of fwor.é,r ? ~

A. Yes, certainly ; for that. way-was eterna]ly blocked up
.. by Adam’s fall ; ifo. that there is no: paﬁage by it ever ﬁnce‘,

‘Rom. iii. zo. Rom. vill. 3. ‘Galail, 25, "

Q. If there be ns ﬁrl vdtion by that C'avezmnﬁ, quby doth the
Lord now require fuiriers. to pfrﬁrm the condition of ity wiz.
- perfec? obediencey as be did the Ifraclités of oldy and that young
man, Matth. xix. 17.. It thou mlt enter into ! Ile, keep the
eommandmems SN g

. A. The Lordinfifts onithe terms s of the ﬁrﬁ covenarit. with
all finners in-a natural ftate, not to'fhew that llfe 1S attamable

| ¢ ! ’ i ""\"r"'l..
- - el

.that way,ibut for thefe rea.fons, . ¥
a. 1. To fhew the -equity of the terms of the ﬁr[’c ‘covenant,,

t..1 juflice of its fentence, and his right to demand obedlence

and fattsfa&lon thereto. ~
" 2dly; To humble proud Jelf-conceited fianers urider afenfe

~ of gtilt; and convince .them.of their.own! impoténcy. < vy
3a’! y To drwe them out of themfehes, 'md mmke them de-

I'_ % . 'ﬁ.

‘-4"
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f air. of falvation, by.their own rlghteoufnefs, and " of finding
llfe by the firft covenant, Rom. vii. g.

*\f2hly, /T convince them :of the. ablolute. necefﬁt of be-
takmg themie]ves to the covendnt of grace, and the nghtecuf—
néfs.of ithe Mediator thereinprovided, Gal: iii. 22,724, -

Q. Why have: nén fuch a-natural inclination to-be ﬂfﬂ{ﬁ-’d
and [aved by the way of the old civenant of works?. s

"4, Ivbeing the’covenant of nature, and made with Adam
when all mankind .was in his loins ; men, by nature do fhll
entertain-a.deep . imprefhon of it... Befides, man, by nature
being 2 proud and felfith. creature, he is unwilling to be be-
holden to another: for righteoufnefs:and. falvation, but ftrongly
inclineth to be his own faviour and to ftand upon his own legs,
and this_we: all: derive: by. natural gederation from Adam.
Hence it .was that the. Jews.and: Pharifees of old fought fo
darneftly to: ¢ eftablifh their-own sighteoufnefs,’ and declmed-
‘. t0 fubmit to the: righteoufnels of Chrift,’ Matth. xix. 16,
Luke xviit. 1F. Rom. X. 3. Hence allo the Galatians of old
fought ta join their own works with Chrift’s righteoufnefs (as
the Papifts do.now).in -the matter of juflification. We are
all aurally mayried. unto the law, :or.a covenant of works;
that: is_our: firft hufhand ; ‘and from it we muft neceflarily be
divorced; iinorder. to our being matried to Chrift and his
nghteoufnefs in a covénant:of grace. But fo ﬂmng and rooted
1S our mc]matmn to our.firft hufband -the'covenant of works,
that ;even:the beft believers have a natural hankenng after it;
and.find it the .greateft difficulty in the world to get their
hearts weaned and pluckt from felf-righteoufnefs ; .and from
" feeking to:be .jultified and dccepted W1th Gnd by virtue of
fomething in. themfelves.s 1) 1. "

5. -Did. God leave.all dzzmémd % perg/]a zmdcr zﬁe /E'm'mc'e
qnd ;c'ﬂa/{y qf thel bokin covénantiof: works ? .

:Ag No’s for. God:of. his own.frée grace fmm all. et;ermty, i
hgtlyelq&ad Iﬁme tox bef,redeemed, émd fa.ved froin it,. I,ph’ I,
4 5 * <1
- Q. What qvay hath God r:bfyéﬂ to :edeem md ﬁwe f/ 3 jf:z-
ners. from.their loff, and perifbing effate .

. LA Man- beingywholly {mlfﬁrable, and mcapable of any're-
lief-bysthe frlt: scovenant;;:God of. his infinite: mercy was. plea-
fed to: framera gtacious néw.-covenant. anfwering all the de-~:
thands:of. our mlferable circamf¥ances, and conlhtute his:own
Son-to:be’ the: Mediator and furety of it5:and this.is.now the
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only way and method of falvation, Gen. ii. I 5- Gen.. XVils
2, 7. Rom. vii. 3. Aflsiv. 12, - .
Q. What is. this gracioui ew- co vmﬂﬂt, awbich. Gﬁd \ batb
wade Jor redeeming fallen inan ? SCLINUFINRLNNE {8 DU
A. Tt:may. be fad:to be twofold. 1 The covenant made: |
from eternity wnh Chrift in name-of the eleét,;comnibnly cal-
-led the Covenant of Redempuon. R S E
.- 2dly, :.T'he covenant of reconciliation made in tnme wnth the
eleé’c in Chiift, commonly called the Covenant of Grace. . .
Q. Doth . the word of. Gad gzw any grouﬂd ﬁr= this d ﬂmc-
tion ? . ,
~ A, Yes, PLL Ixxxix, 3 &c. I hx. zr. RN
- Q. What is.thé coventant.of redemption.?-. ISR
- A. Itis an eternal and' gracious agreement.in. the couacil
of the glorious : T'rinity; upon. the forfefight of man’sfall, fos
the redemption. dnd: recovery of .ele&t finners i - wherein God
the Father, out of his infiniteimercy, .gave.a certain’ number
of {illen mankind to God the Son, as their federal: reprefem-
ative and furety, to be'by him redeemed and faved : and: for
this end, demanding of. hun, that he fhould aflume. their nas
ture,- and in their room fatisfy divine. jultices, by paying.theit
whole. debt: both of obedience 'and fuffering, tite which they
were obliged to do by the .covenant of works ¢ and alfojthay
Be fhould undertake to ‘gather allithe loft elect and brmg them
unto-God. « : And-for. hi§ encourdgement in this: great: work;
i was: promifed to the :Son,that he fhould-have all requifite
furmture, fopport, acceptance, and' fuccefs : * And likewife-a
gloriods reward. to bimfelf;: together with grace and: glory ta
~ his people., With which propofals of the: Father, -tlie-Son -out
of bis infinite fre love did moft chearfully comply 3 under--
took.to do-the whole. workirequired of him,-accepting ‘of, .and.
uialmm;: y the pr omifes made unto him, Phl.: Ixxxix. 3y, )9;%
“ 20, &c. 1fa. xlix. 3, 4 &e. Ia lik. 20,7212, Tim, dnvg.
Tl[. 1.2, Hebuixi 559! Plal 11.:%;8.. 8. 1a. 1.5, 6l "Pﬁlu ‘
xl 7y 8. Juhn Xs 8. John Xvil. 4, §. . Y
Q. Hbat is the. covenant qumc'ec" RSN A
A. Tyis God’s free and gracious paltion with eledt fi Dhers
in Chrift,: propofed. to:and umade withochemein’ the ofpel
wherem, according:.to. ]nsietcmalfcqmpa&dwlth Chnﬂ then‘l .
“retyy and for theifakewfhis:mediation;and meritsy -he gras
otouflyi.and. :unmutahly promifeth pardény> ﬂcace, gmcctandl.
glury'to them.: - Particularly, he {)mrmfes b2 %folﬂiﬁmﬁﬁ-

-
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nsr, to grant:them the bleffings-of vocation, faith, regenera-
tion and other meanscof falvation.. . And:in order:to.their:ob-
taining of the pardon of fin, the adoption of childrén, and eter-
nal llfe (all: whicht bleflings are: purchafed by Chrift) he: re-
quires of them;: that they. believe ¢in his Son the Lord Jefus

¢ Chrifty’ .and:acceptyof him} with: all the benefits. of this ¢os
venant: by atruednd lwely faith, sullich they areicalled to fhew
forth by-a fincere repentance, +and; ftudy :of new obedience,
All which gracious promifes and: demands, the ele@ in.due
time,* upon God’s éall, do cordially acquiefce in, accept of,
and give. corifent unto-: :and this.theydo, !thro’ the grace and
ftrength of - Chirift: their farety, arcordmg to this :eternal en-
gagetnenit for them,i Ezek.. xxxvi. 28,129, - Heb. viit. 10
John 1.-12: John ity x6:° Jam. 11g r8; 22, }ohn 18 375 44,
35 John 3vil. i12. A& vi 51,
. Qu; Was not this neav covepant a mq/) quande;ﬁel gmcza usy
j}ﬂd ﬁ:ztable contrivance and rmcdy for our mf/E'r_y in a fal/efz

ate? -
.. Yes; for though the firft was a glonous covenant con-
grived in:infinite wifdom ;. .yet:feeing it ‘could. not anfwer the
demandsof -thefe’ miférable :circumftances” we plunged ours
felves inito,-God was contentito lay/ it afidé, and frame a néw
oni¢ fuitable to ‘out mifery.” Forthe firft covenant leaving. man
helplefs, - Hopelefs, :and rémedilefs under its fentence; having
7o provifion for pardon, place for repentance, nor room for-a
Mediator;; God: pitied us in ouf -undone ftate, (though he
could more’eafily have deftroyedAdam and his pofterity; and
made a,new woﬂld of .innocent creatures to have been gaverned
by the firft.covenant).yea, he took down that glorious fabric
of obedience and rewards, and framed a more gracmusxand ex>
cellent one:imits ftead, for faving loft man. . * And fecing man
~was- difabléd' and-‘incapacitate for covenanting with God by
himfelf a fecond time, God found out Mediator. and furety
to bind for him, and perfonn both the-condition and pay the
“penalty of the firft covenant, and an{wer for any new thing to
‘be demanded of him. = And thus:both' God’s juftice is fauis-
fied.and man’s happinefs fecured ; the law-breaker’slifé faved;
and the law-maker s honour malntamed'- and free graca lnghly
glarlﬁed R .

Q. Is tbere - grm aﬁmzj- bctwrxt the cav.erza:zf ey‘ re-

&mﬁzaﬂ, and ‘the coverdnt of grace? .

< Yesy for they agree ot only In theu' fprmg, ends. and
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indiffolvable nature; but likewife.in ‘their fubﬁance and mats
ter;. 1n fo. farias the! covenantiof redemptlnnndothicompre'-#
hend ‘the whole of ithe: covénant:of gracejcbotlr prorhifes iand
demarids:. for the wholé bleﬂings apdbﬁneﬁhslimﬂ'hfgd .h the
covenant of grace fo:the:eledlywére from ﬁtermyiqarcimfftdup
the covenant; of rédempiion: to Chrift stheir-heads ahd irepre?
{entative';..and {o to the:-ele& m:him's -ahdaforuthe ...cén’dmon
or qualifications required. of the electin the covenant aﬁgrhcel-
they were firlt :demanded: of: Chrift:thejr-head. .irithe covés
nant. of rederhption, : who:thére undert tak and. b"f:came' furety
for his. people’s pdrfprmanc:f:. .iSoithat :we:fee infomevefp bély
the covepantidf :graceiis-only 2 tranfcnpt; ofi ithe) cmenanb‘nf
redemptlon, -dccordifigito. 2 Fim. 1k god LitiedinzaoGalisitog G
- Qi Whereih bhen.dotthefe. tavo: cov}nam} différ 221 .1 adg]
A. In thefe refpe&s, I. As tu-the time: of . makmgfﬂ;em
the covenant of redemption bem made from: all eternity.§ but
the: covenant of grace only In - time by the. preachmg of the
ofpel. - Y
g-r*fd]y, The federates ;on parmes .covenanting.are: different 3
in the Covenant QPRedempuon, thmI‘ather andrithe:Son-are
. the only.patties-covenanting 5 but inthe: Covedant of: Gﬁaté)
God.and thé ele@'dre the parties: ;d+grant;.that, Chiift i§-2
federate in the: covendnt’ of :Grice, astwellias in ‘thitiof Re-
demption, but in'differént réfpects :-for in.the firfl-he ftood as
principal, but in the fecond as:furety.’ In:the:firft he wag the
only party’; but”in the fecond he hath the: eledt joined. with
him. - Clirift is the Mediator and: furety of the. Covenait of
Grace, but tlie:Covenant of. Redemption’had no Mediator or
furety ;; the F athet and the Son trufted/one: anothet:i npnn the
. agreement.. AR R LN SUTIS SUC T SR WL R SR e
- r3dly, Thefe two. covenants} diﬂfm‘ fmm orie:. another: Hs-a
prmr treaty or agreement, made by one fiiénd: for the behoof
of another, doth difter from the poﬁerlor ratification of iv:by
thie party concerned, for 'whofe’ good it was made. .. Ourblef-
- fed Redeemer, Chn& gracioufly ﬁﬁed himfelf is the_ele’s re-
prefentative in the Covenant,of Redemption,. tranfacted ‘with
God thig creditor, for. the payinent, of  their debt, .and made’a

moft ‘advahtagéois: batgain: for- them. . But it being: niade
without the ele@’s knowledge, it-was neceffary that theiricohs

fent’ fhould - be had £0: thxs tr‘q’atyaand method-of2 falvanon s
- wherefore God is leafe‘d to caufe it to; be prqmulgatedaand
propoﬂed to thiem .in the gofpd for the gammgwf thelr?cenp
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fent. And God’s-voice to them in the gofpel is to this effedt;
“ ‘Are you content with what Chrift my Son hath engaged
¢ and done in your name? Are you willing to quit all other
¢ methods of falvation, and come to me thro’ a Med:ator,
* and rely wholly upon his righteoufnefs? Are you fatisfied
¢ with the remedy provided for you 1n the Covenant of Re-
¢ demption.” O, faith the poor foul, (being determined
thereto by the powerful operation of the Holy Ghoft, whofe
office it is, according to the forefaid eternal agreement to ap-
ply the remedy prepared by Chrift). ¢ This is a moft noble
“ ‘method of falvation, I am well pleafed with the eternal
“ treaty and the execution of it, with the: Mediator and his
“ righteoulnefs, and with the great and precious promifes
“ made to me in him: I renounce all-other ways of falva-
“tion, and rely entirely on Chnift, to bring me to God.”
And this 13 that which we call the Covenant of Grace. .
4thly, They differ in refpe& of their comprehenfivenefs,
the Covenant of Redemption being far more large and com-
prehenfive than the Covenant of Grace, in regard it dothi contain
1t and much more: for the Covenant of Redemption-hath in
it, not only what is promifed to, and required of the ele,
but alfo many diftin&t demands of Chrift as their furety, and
promifes made to him as fuch, which do not immediately con-
cern the ele& : fuch as thefe, it was required of Chrift that
he fhould ¢ leave his glory, take a body of flefh, fulfil the
« law, and fuffer death: alfo, that he fhould quicken the
“ ele&t by his Spirit, convert, and fanctify them, guide them
“ throngh the world, and bring them fafe to glory at laft.”’
Again, it was promifed to Chrift perfonally, for his encou-
ragement to engage in this work, that he fhould have ail
“ needful afiftance -and furniture for it, acceptance and fuc-
¢ cefs in'it, and a glorions perfondl reward, an" honourable
¢ refurre@ion, and high exaltation above all principalities.
¢ and powers. That he fhould have the adminiftration of
“ all things put in his hands, for the good of his people, and.
“ an unfearchable treafure of grace and rich fupplies given -
¢ him, to communicate to them, whatever is for their good
“ and happinefs.”” Whereupon Chrift as our furety freely.
undertook the work propofed, and laid hold on the promifes, . -
both thefe made to him perfonally, and thefe made to his fecd -
in him, Gal iii. 16, 2 Tim. 1. 9. . R
. Thus we fee how many things there are in the Covenant
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of Redemption, required of, and promifed to Chrift as the
ele@’s furety and reprefentatwe, diftin from the things pro-.
tnifed .to‘and - required of the eled themfelves: which laft
part makes up the Covenant of grace when promulgate to
them in the gofpel, for their confent and acceptance ; {o that
it is plainly a part or branch of the Covenant of Redemption,
and differs nothing from it, but as a part doth from the whole,
or as the map of a particular pravince diftinétly bounded and
illuminated with a new infeription or dedlcatmn, differs from
a general map of the whole kingdom' whereof it is a part.
"The Covenant of grace as propofed to and made with Chrift
in the ele@’s name from eternity, can hardly be diftinguifhed
from the Covenant of Redemption ; for thus it is a conftitu-
tent part thereof, ahd incorporated with it. But as it is drawn
out by itfelf, to be propofed to the elect in the gofpel and their
confent nbtamed to i¢, it becomes a 'diftin& covenant. Nay,
itis diftind both in tefpec of conditions and promifes. -
1. Inrefpe& of condltlens death, and fatisfaClion for fin
thereby, was the great CDﬁdltIOl‘l of the Covenant of Redemp-
tion on Chrift’s part; "but faith, and élofing with Chnift |
thereby, - is the condition of the Covenant. of Grace on the
ele@’s part. 1 grart indeed, that Chiift our Mediator is
bound for the performance of both thefe conditions, But it i
- in different refpedts : for the firft he is engaged as principal,
but for the fecond as furety. Chrift uidertook for us, things
of twd forts; firft, Things that he was to do for us by him«
felf; {econdly, Thlngs that he was to make and enable us ta
do: the firft fort he performed for us, according to the Co-
venant of Redemption, as the principal party éngaged for them.
The fecond, ' he works in"us as the furety of the Covenant of"
Grace, whlch from eternity he undertook to be. Now there
is a great difference betwixt thefe two; for tho’ it be certain
“and true in the frideft fenfe, that Chiil a&ually died for us,
and fatisfied: juftice for us, and ini our raom ; yet it can no-
ways be faid that he repents or believes for us, thefe are form-
ally our alts, - though it be Chnf’c that enables us to do them,
and works them'in us.

- 2. I refpedt of prormfes s the great promlfe on God’s
part to Chrift in the Coyenant of Redemption, was giving to
him a feed and a glorious reward: but his great promife to
the elec in the Covenant of Grace, is the giving of Redemp-
taon and eternal hfc to the party believing, The tenor of

S
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the Covenant of Redempu{m as made with Chrift from eter-
nity runs thus; ¢ Make thy foul an offering for fin, and
¢ thou_ fhalt fee thy fced ;”” But the tenor of the. Covenant of
grace ag propofed to the ele@ in the gofpel, 15, ¢ Beheve in-
¢ the Lord Jefus Chvift, and thou fhalt not perifh in thy fins,.
“ but have everlafting life,”” Ifa. hii. 10. Johniii. 16.

Q. Wherein doth the Caw;zafzt of grace differ from the Co=

venant of Works ?

A. In many things, fuch as, 1. The Covenant of Works.
which God entered into with our firft parents, was a covenant
of friendfhip, betwixt God and an innocent creature, that were
1n amity together. Dut the Covenant of Grace 1s a covenant:
of reconciliation betwixt enemies, an offended God and guilty.
man: The firlt flowed from divine love and goodnels 5 buv
the fecond from-divine compaffion and tender mercies..
2. The firlt covenant was univerfal, being made with gt |
mankind in Adam. But the {econd in partlcular, bemg only
made with the ele®in Chrift.

- 3. The condition required of Adam n the firft Covenant;,
‘was working and obeying, and that to perfection ;.-but that re~
quired of us in the {econd, is believing. -

4. The firlt covenant makes the proper condition of hfe,
“and the ground of a man’s juftification before God, to be the
nghtenufnefs performed by the man himfelf: but the fecond,
declares it to be, the righteoufnefs performed by our ﬁu'etg
Chrift, apprehended by our faith. -

5. The firlt covenant did not provide, nor fo much as ad--
‘mit of 2 Medfator or furety to anfwer for Adam’s performmg
his_part of it, or of any.remedy in cafe of breaking it : for it
allowed no place for repentance, it gave no hopes of forgive-
pefs upon-any condition whatfpever. But the fecond cove-
nant doth gracioufly admit and allow of all thefe.
- 6. The: firft coyenant could be broken and difannulled,. but:
the fecond is indiffolvable and everlafting, becaufe of the fuff-
ciency and faithfulnefs-of its furety, lfa, liv. 10, Ifa. v 3..
Heb, vii. 22, 24, 25.
7. Theleaft fin or failing on Adam’s part, made void the.
firft covenant, excluded him from all the bleffings promlfed in
it, and rendered him. perfely miferable ¢ but all the fins and
failings of the elet cannot diffolve the {econd, or deprive them
of happinefs, Pfal. Ixxxix. 3L 33 3 ‘E ]er. ili. 14. Heb.. -
xul. 55 8. 1 John i, Iz, . |
C 2
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Q. Hath our faith the [ame place in the Covenant of Grace,
that Adam’s obedience had in the covenant of works 2 Ory is
faith the condition of the Covenant of Grace, in the fame fenfe,

that ddant’s obedience awas in the condition of . the G ovenarnt of
Works ?

A. No; for Adam’s obedience was his rlghteoufnefs Lefore
God, and the proper ground of his juftification and claim to
happlnefs It was a real and pleadable condition according to
the covenant; upon which Adam’s title to life and happinefs
was,properly founded. But this cannot be faid of the believ-
er’s faith ; for faith is not his righteoufnefs before God, nor
the ground of his-juftification and claim to happinefs ; it being
only the inftrument or applying condition required of him,
for mtereﬂmg him in the righteoufnefs of Chrift his furety ;
which alone is the proper ground of his juftification and claim .
to happinefs ; and the only pleadable and meritorious condi-
tion of life and falvation, Wthh the poory naked, and gullty
-foul muft flee to, and depend upon. '

2. The condition required of Adam in the ﬁr& covenant
was to be performed -by him in his own ftrength, 1. e. the
ftrength-that was given him at hiscredtion, Bt the condi-
- tion required in-the 'fecond covenant, is not to be performed
by the ele& finner in his ‘own natural ftrength, but by the
ftrength freely promxfed and commumcated to him in this
covenant, L
Q. Doth not the C'avemrrt of G race ab!{ge us to abedzef:cc,
as well as the Covenant of Works did 2 -

~ A: Yes, but not in ‘the-fame way, or for the fame ends *
Q. Whatis t/Je di ﬁrmce bethz‘ *legal :md evar, gelrml abe-
dience? -

A. Ttis very great in feveral refpe&s Y, Legal ahedlence
was peremptorily: cominanded as man’s duty “but evangelical
obedlence is: alfo ﬁ'eely promlfed and glven as the glft of
God. :
2. The ﬁrﬁ could notbe admxtted unlefs abfolutely per-
fect ; but the fecond is accepted, tho’ imperfecty if fincere. -

3. They vaftly differ in- their ends, the firlt was required
~as the proper condition of life and happinefs ; but the fecond,
"~ asan-evidence of ou faithy and ‘conformity to’ our- Redeemer.
The firft was for the juftilication -of -our perfons ; but the fe-
cond for the teftification of our gratitude for redeeming love:

The firft was required as the legal condinon for purchafing of
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heaven and glory ; but the fecond, as a gofpel quahﬁcanon

in: order to- pofefling 1t only.

" Q. What names-or epithets doth the Covenant of Grace get'
in [cripture ¥

A. A great many, particularly it is called a teftament, a co-
venant of peace, a covenant of life, a covenant:of promile, a
‘BEW COvenant, an everlafting, holy, fure, and well ordered:co-
venant, Heb. ix. 15, Ezek. xxxvii. 26. Mal, 1. 5. Eph il 12..
Heb. xil. 24. Ifas Ive 3. Luke 1..78: 2 Sam. xx11. §>

Q. Why is this covenant called a teftament 2.
- d. Ttis frequently called fo in feripture, and that: becaufe-
the everlafting  inheritance promifed. in it, with all things
thereunto belongmg, 1s freely bequeathed and made over to-
the eledt ; yea, even the things required of them, are freely
promifed to them: and all thefe precious promifes and lega-
cies are made fure and fim to thém by the death of Jefus.
Chrift the teftator, Heb. ix. 15, 16, 17. Matth. xgvi. 28..

Q. Is the Covenant of Grace a fei qm'ztre termy and avhat iss
*_tée import and meaning-of it ?

A. This. term indeed is not found in"the exprefs WOI’dS,:
tho’ it be' oft expreft in words equivalent. The term is very:
fignificant and moft fitly appropriated to this covenant; in-
regard the free grace (i. e. the undeférved mercy and:good--
nefs ). of God is richly and glorioufly difplayed in-this-cove--
nant. It was free grace that inclined God:atfirft to contrive-
it, that moved him afterwards-to reveal and propofe it.. Itis:
free grace that determines the clect to.confent te-it,.aiid abide-
in it. And it is the exalting of God’s free grace, whiclyjs the:
great end and defign of itn  But-more efpecially 1t 1s called .
Covenant of Grace,.in refpect of the.matter of 1t, allithe blef-
fings and good things promifed in it, being God’s gracious and:
free gifts-to undeferving finners, proceeding meerly from- his-
Gratuitous bounty, and ai’mmﬂung free love in Chrift.. Ye*e,..
fofull of grace is this covenant, tho! God is plealed to require -
faith of us, as the condition to-interelt us in the bénefits of in,.
" and alfo good works to fhew forth that-faith: yet, both that
faith, and thefe works, are.as freely. promifed and. given te-
the elect-by virtue of-this covenant, as any-other.blefling in 1.,5_,

Eph 1. 4,5, 6. Eph.1..8,.9, 10, Zecaav. 7, 7

Q. What are thefz blefings, gifts, and ée:zqﬁz‘.f, qubn:‘b are
/5 freely offered and promi féd to iy in this covenant ?- -
4. "They are {o many, they cannot be- numbered and fo.

C3



30 A SACRAMENTAL

great, they cannot be expreft. The great thing flipulated on
God’s part in this covenant, and that which is the {um and
-fubftance of all his other promifes, is, [ will be your God, Jer.
xxxi. 33. This is the fulleft, largeft, fweeteft, fublimeft; and
moft comprehenfive promife in the whole Blble The Cove-
nant of Works had no fuch promife that we read of ; God faid
only to Adam, Do this and live, 1. e. thou fhalt have life and
happinefs. But in the Covenant of Grace he faith, Believe i
my Sony and I will be thy God, 1. é. T’ll not only give you life,
. heaven, and glory, but I’H give you myfelf, a Jehovah, all I

.am, all I have, and all I-can do, ﬂlall be thine. [’/ be thy
God, includes all God’s bleflings to his people, whether grace
or glory, earth or heaven, time or eternity. It .implies his
ftanding inftead of all relations to them, his being their Fa-
ther, thezr King, their Hufband, their Mafter, their I'riend,
their Benefattor, and all things to them. Further, I'/f be
your God,-imports an intereft in all the divineattributes and
perfe@ions, you thall have my wifdom for your dire&ion, my
power for your prote@tion, my mercy for your pardon, my
grace foryour fan&ification, my faithfulnefs for making good
all the promifes to you, and my fufficiency for giving you per-
fect ‘happinefs. - Nay, a whole Trinity fhall be yours, the Fa-
ther ‘with his- eternal love and pity, the Son with all the ful-
nefs of his purchafe, and the Holy 'Ghoft to make apphcauon
of the bleffings of that purchafe unto you.

Q.- What are the Hqﬁ' ings of - Chri f 'S purc/m_/é contained in

this covenant ®

4. All the bleﬂings and: mercies that ever were or fhall be
enjoyed by any believer in time or- eternity, they are all the
fruits of Chrift’s purchafe, and rus to them in -the channel of
this covenant, ‘The chief of thefe particular blefﬁngs, are,
“ The new heart, 1llumma.t10n, faith, repentance, ' pardon,
¢ freedom from the law’s’ curfes, reconclhatlbn, adoption,
“ fandification, accefs to God, hearing of prayers, the quick-
“ nings, confolations, and conduét of the holy Spirit, increafe
¢ of grace, peace of confcience, perfeverance, the miniftry of
¢ angels, fuitable outward pravifion, through-bearing at death,
“ refurrection to life, and eternal glory;” together- with all
the graces of the. Spirit, and innumerable other- bleflings,
temporal; fpiritual, and eternal, Ezek. xxxvi. 25, 26, 27
Heb. viii. 10, 11, 12. Pfalm xxxiii. 1.-&c: Pfalm XX X1V TOq
Plalm Ixxxiv. 11, Plalm xci; 11. Ifa. xxxiit 16, Ifa. xli-10.
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Jer.1ii. 19. Hof. xiv. 4 5. John x:28. 1 Cor. i. 30. 1 Cor.
itis 22.- 2 Cor. 1. 20, 2 Cor. vi. 18, Jer. xxxi. 33, 34. Jer.
Xxxil. 38, 39, 40, 41. Rom. vii.. 26, 28. John ii1, 18, 36.
- John xiv. 16, 17, 26. Ia. liv. 13. Ifa. liti, 11, Rom. iii. 24,
25, 26. 1 Tim, iv. 5.-Phil. iv. 19. 2 Pet. 1. 4. .

Q.. Whether .is the -Covenant of .Grace abfolute or conditi-
onal ? L Sl

A. If the definition before given of this covenant, with the
{cripture texts, whereon it is founded, be duly confidered
and compared, we will find it partly abfolute, and partly con-
ditional. L ‘
. Q. _1In auhat refpet is the Govenant of Grace abfolute ?

A In refpeé of the firlt bleflings and benefits promifed in
- it, which ferve as means for obtaining: the ends of the cove-
nant, fuch as -effectual vocation, regeneration, faith, and re-
pentance ;- thefe are promifed, and given abfolutely and freely
by God for. Chrift’s fake, without depending on any condi-
tion to be performed by the ele@®, Heb. viii. 1o0. John vi
44 45- R -

Q. In.avhat refpec? is this covenant conditional ? L

A. In refpe@ of the fecond and fubfequent blefings of it,
which. are as the end of .the forefaid means, fuch as union
with Chrift, jullification, adoption and glorification. God is
pleafed to fufpend the beftowing of thefe, till that condition be
. performed by the ele@®, which-he requires, viz. Faith, John
1. 12, Gal. 1. 16. Phil iii. 1g. |

Q. fn what fenfe is faith called a condition, on our part,
in this covenant 2 | o ' |

4. I fhewed before that it-is not to be meant in that fenfe,
that- obedience 1s called the condition of the Covenant of
Works; that we do.not underftand it asan a& any ways me-
ritorious, .or pleadable before God for a reward, or an act per-
forméd by our own inhérent ftrength, or elicite by the power
of -our free-will. But we mean only that faith is an a& or
qualification, required of uvs in point of duty, as neceflarily
antecedent to'the conferring of the promifed bleflings of par-
don and hife:: and that the beftowing of thefe bleffings is. fuf-
_pended, till this a& or condition be performed. |

Q. As faith.the only'coiidition in the Govenant of Grace ?
. .. In ithis- covenant, there are conditions of three forts,
1z "There is-conditio propter guain, or a condition for which the
bleflings of this covenant are beftowed on the ele&; and that
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is Chrift’s fatisfaction and merits, in refpet whereof, all the-
bleffings of the covenant are truly conditional, excepb ‘that of'
ele&xon, and God’s purpole of Redemption..: - - e
. 2. There 1s conditio per guam, or a condition by whlch We
come to get an ‘actual title to and intereft in the fecond, or
~ fubfequent bleflings of the. covenant: before-mentioned,’ and
that is faith, which'is reijuired as a neceffary conthlon, i
ftruinent, or mean of application on ope part, in order to our-

partakmg of thefe bleffings, Roni.v. 1. A&s xvi.-30.
There 1s conditio fine qua non, or a condition without

3
which the forefdid bleflings of pardon and eternal. life,
cannot be enjoyed : fo repentance and new obedience may.be

called” cond1t10ns of this fort; in regard .they ate: abfolutely

neccﬂ'ary for all: Chriftians ;: partly as the concomitants; fruits
and. evidences of a true faith 3 and partly to prepare and make
s meet for'the inheritance of the faints in light, Luke viii. 3.
Zech, xii. 10. 'Col. 1. 10, 12. Heb, xil. 14

Q. Dot it ‘not detracl from the grace:and ﬁ‘em::/} qf this
esvenant, and afford fomething to the creature wheréof to boafl,
to fay, that the covenant requires any condition on our part ?

A. If any a& of duty required of us in-this covenant. were
to be performed by our natural ftrength, ‘or by" the help of
- common grace; or if it did give anght to the bleflings of the
~ Covenant in any meritorious way, either by way of congruity

or condignity in the Popifh fenfe ; then indeed, it would de-.

rogate from the free grace of this covenant ; ; wherefore, with
all found Proteftants we muft abhor all thoughts of fuch duties,
works, or conditions as thefe; But when we call faith a con-
dition, and underftand it only of a gracious inftrument or qua-
lification in the ele&t, purchafed for them by Jefus Chrift, ab-
folutely promifed by God in - this covenant, and wrought .In
them by the holy Ghoft; a grace'that: receives all from God,
and gives the- entire glory to God: {fuch:.a- condmonahty of
faith is noways iiconfiltent with a covenant of grace,. or of
promife, Eph. 1. 5,8

Q. Since faith is not performed by our ﬁrerzgtb but qurazngt
in us by the boly S;ﬁmi, /Jaqu can it bc’ ﬁe:d t6 be a. mzdn‘zm a7
vur part s ? |

A. Tho™ the grace and power of behcvmg be derwed from
‘God’s Spirit, yet the adt of:-believing 1s- properly the a&-dnd -
deed of the gracious foul; as being exetted-and performed. by -
his faculues; and henceir.is that-the Spirit: of G:odﬂ:les thele- ..
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truly our works, that are wrought in us by his grace, Ifa.
xxvi, 12, ¢ Lord, thou haft wrought all our works in us.?
They are {ull termed our works, though performed by his
grace. '

Q. May ot I ve, repentance, bumility, felf-denial, holinefs,
and new obedience be called conditions of this covenant as awell
as faithy feeing thefe are likewife required of all that enter into
this covenant, and many bleffings of this cavenmzt, are alfo [uf-

pended until the performance of them?
. There is a very great difference betwixt the condition-

ahty of thefe-graces and- that of faith, as I fhall afterwards
make appear. In the mean time, I own, if condition be taken
in a large fenfe, for every thing, duty, or quahﬁcmen, that is
neceffarily required of thofe that enter into this covenant ;
then indeed all the forementioned ‘graces and qualifications_
may be called conditions or terms in this covenant; and fome
of thefe terms, conditions, or quahﬁcatlons are neceflary as
antecedents unto our entéring into this cmfenant, others as
concomitants of it, and others as confequents to it, tho’ m-
deed they are alfo freely promifed .to the eled. -

Q. -What are thefe terms or qualifications, that are regmrcd
As antecedents unto our entering into this covenant ?

. Such as, hearing of the word, fome knowledge of God,
and fenfe of our mifery, and’ defpalr of help in ourfelves, and
a fight of -our-need of 2 Mediator, &c: all thefe may be cal-
led antecedent or preparatory conditions of our entering into
covenant, in regard they are neceflarily and previoufly requi-
fite unto, it, Mat. i1x. 12. Luke xv. 16, 17. John iv.. 10.

' Q. What are tbcﬁ terms or gmlzfﬁéati&m, that are rfgufred
as concomtants 9 -

A. Sich as repentance; ]ove, hurmhty, felf-denial, fpiritnal
hunger, &c. thefe. may be ‘called concomitant conditions of
our entering into this covenant, in regard they do neceffarily
accompany it; andare mieparable from true faith, Mark i. 1.
Adts 11 38 Luke vn. 47. Luke ix. 23. Phll. . 3, 8.
Mat. v. 6

Q. W, /5.«:?2‘ are z‘bq/é' ersns or- qualifications, awbich are re-
gwred as confequents unto-our entering inty this -covenant ? -

<. Such’as, evangelical obedience, taking up the crofs, pa-
tience, pérfeverance, &c. thefe we find Jaid-down as fruits and
_eévidédces of faithy and'required as neceflary conditions, of our
" enJoyxng -and poﬁ'eﬂipg the .ends of this covenant, viz: eternal

3

4
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life and glory, Gen. xvii. 1, 2. Luke 1x.23. Heb. xi1. 14.
Heb. x. 36, 38. ILfay, all thefe’ may be called conditions or
terms in this covenant, inthe fenfe before fpecified 5 as being
duties and qualifications neceffarily required of all thofe that
enter into it; and fo-we find thefe words; conditions and
terms, ufed by many found Proteftant- divines.

Q. What is the difference betavixt the condition of faith, and
thefe other conditions required ? or awhat preference hath faith
to thefe, in reference is this covenant ? :

4. Repentance, and the other graces and qualifications
before named are only conditions of certain conneéion, with-
out which we cannot be juftified, united to Chrift, or inherit
his purchafed glory : but faith is the only inftrumental; unit-
ing and applying condition of our juftification, by and through
which, as a mean and inflrument, we are a@ually juflified,
united to Chrift, and entitled to all the blﬂﬂings of his purchafe
It far excels aJl other graces, in regard it hath a peculiar in-
fluence.on our juflification, and union with Chrift. It doth
that noble office to us, which no other grace or a¢ of oursis
capable of, becaufe of its fpecial aptitude and fitnefs for tak-
ing hold of the Redeemer, and clofing with his righteoufnefs. -
Hence we are frequently faid to be juftified by faith, but ne-
ver by repentance, love, or any other grace. And the righ-
- teoufnefs that doth juftify us, 18 oft called the rmhteoufne& of
faith, and by faith. And it i5 fo called,.t0 teach us, that as
the nghteoufnefs of Chrift is the.only meritorious condition
of our juftification and our partaking of the great bleflings of
the covenant; fo faith is the only inftrument and applying _
condition thereof, Rom. iv. 53. Rom. x. 6. Phll il 9
| Gal v. 5. Heb. xi. 4.

Q. Dath faith juflify and entitle us to the blr,ﬁng.r of tﬁe co-
venanty as a work, grace, or habit in us, of [pecial excellency md
qvartb before God ? +

A. Notatall; for if it be conﬁdered as 2 work or grace in
us, it hath not any more “intrinfic worth or value, than other
gracious habits, nor any more influence on our juftification
before God, than other graces have, which is indeed nope at
all.  Faith then, doth sot any ways juflify us-upon. the ace
count of its own worth, or as it is a work or grace of ours 3
but only as it is an inftrument having a peculiar fitnefs, as-the
hand of the foul, for apprehendmg of Chrift, and applymg-';
his rxghteoufnefs, which 1s the only ground of our juitification °
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before God. And upon this account only it is, that faith is
preferred to all the reft of the graces, and called the only con-
dition of the covenant of grace on‘our part.

Q. Why is Chrift called the: Mediator and furety of the co-
venant of grace? | . .' -

A. 1. He is called the Mediator of it, becaufe he gracis
oufly interpofeth betwixt God and man, who were at vari-
ance, and by his blood and fpirit reconciles them together,
and brings them into a covenant of peace and friendfhip. .

2. He is called Surety of this covenant, becaufe he graci-
oufly undertakes for both parties fulfilling their parts of it,
viz. that God fhall perform all his promifes to the elec, and
that they fhall do whatever God requires of them, 1 Tim. i1
5. Heb. ix. 15. Heb. vii. 22.

Q. Doth God need any furcty or cautioner on his part?

A. Not at all, upon his own account, for he is'the faithful
and immutable God, ¢ for whom it is impofhible to lie,” or
falfify his promife. But only on our account, for our guilt
having made us fufpicious, that God would not accept, or
dwell with fuch unworthy creatures y it was requifite for our
comfort, ‘that the Son of God fhould be furety to us, for the
performance of thefe promifes, that are truly fo great in them-
{elves, and may juftly be aftonifhing to our thoughts. . -

Q. Is this covenant univerfaly or made and entered into,
awith all men, as the firfl covenant was 2 | |

A. Noj; it is only made and entered into, with fuch as ac-
cept-the offers and terms of it, and thefe are none but the eleét,
Ifa, lv. 3. Ezek. xi. 19, 20. Heb. viii. 10, Rom. ix. 4.
Rom. xi. 5, 7. ,

Q. Is this covenant offered to none elfe ? .

A. -Chrift and the benefits of this covenant are tendered to
all that_hear the gofpel, without exception: and this 1s plain
from the many géneral calls and invitations of Chrift to loft
finners, with the promifes thereto annexed, which we have re-
corded ; together with his peremptory commands, that.re-

. o . . .
quire every man to come to hini, and believe in him, and that
under the pain of damnation, Prov.i. 2o, 21, 22, 23. Prov.
viil. 1, 2, 3, 4, §. Ifa. xlv. 22. Ifa. Iv. 1. Mark xvi. 15, 16,
Ads ii. 38, 39. Rev. iii. 17, 18, Rev. xxii. 17,
- Q. Have all men, sven the worfly [ufficient awarrant fiom
thefe general callsy commands, and promifes to tome to Chrift
and take hold of kis covenant, with all its benefits and promifes.

-
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A. Yes, they may do it warrantably without any fear of
prefumption, firmly expecting -welcome upon their coming.
Nay, they hainoufly fin againft God and their own fouls, if
they neglect to do it, Ifa. L. 3, 45§ ]ohn iv. 37. Heb, ii,
3. Heb. iv. 1, 2

Q. Wiy is ﬂw covenant offered and tendered fo all the hear-
ers of the gofpel indefinite {y, Jeeing it is only smade with-a cer
fain number of them, viz. the ele?? .

A. Becaufe it hath fo pleafedia wife and fovcrelgn God
who doth all things accordmg to the counfel of his own will,
and is not bound to give account- of his. matters. Yet we may
adventure to fay, that he doth it for thefe ends, namely, that
he may proclaim the fufficiency and perfe&ion of Chrift’s ran-
fom, together with the freenefs and fulnefs of divine grace, as
2 {ufhcient foundation for all to believe, and flee to Chrift for
refuge. And alfo, that by this method, the ele@ may be ga-
thered out of the multltude, and "the refufers of Chnft left .
without excufe, Eph. i, 11. Job xxxiil. I 3- Mat. . xx. 10.

Luke xv. 22, Heb. ii. 3. Heb. xi. 13, 145

Q. Is there any way to falvation, but by the eovenant cy"
grace, and Chri ifi its Mediator 2

A. No, Adsiv. 12. 1 Cor. ii. 13.- Gal. ii. 16.

Q. How then avere the Jaittful favedy awho lived under tée
law, before Chriff's coming in the flefb ?

A. Though they had a dark and legal dlfpenfatmn of the
- myftery of grace, yet they were under the fame covenant, and
faved in the fame method with us; for they had the fame
Mediator and furety typified to them by Mofes and the facri-
fices’; they had the fime promifes of remiffion and_falvation,
which we bave ; and they were called to look through the
types and ﬁgures, and ad faith on Chrift .to come, as their
only Saviour and Redeemer. _ And {o they were juftified by
Chrift in the method of the covenant of grace, and faved by -
virtue of the blood of Chrift their furety, which was agreed
upon to be thed for them in due time, according to the cove-
nant of redempuon upon which account he is called ¢ the
¢ Lamb flain from the foundation of the world,’ Rev. xiii. 8.
{'ee alfo, Pfalm i1, 12, Ifa. xlv. 22, A&s X: 43. Gal 1il, 75

8, 9. 1Cor.x. 4.

Q. Was the covenant of grace promulgate and di /ﬁeﬂﬁd fo
the church, always after onz and the Jame manner 2 '
- 4. No“ but in different manners ; yea, fo different, thai



CATECHTISM 37

though the covenant of grace under all periods, hath fhill been
the fame for fubftance; yet, becaufe of its gradual revelation
and different adminiftration, it is diftinguifhed into the Old
and New Teftament, or the old and new covenant of grace.
The old covenant, being that which was adminiftred before
Chrif’s coming in the ﬂe{h and the new, that which 1s ad-
miniftred fince his coming, Heb. i. 1. Jer. xxxi. 31. 2 Cor.
i, 6, 75 8. Heb. viii. 13. Heb. ix. 1.

- Qi Wherein doth the difpenfation of the new eovenant of grace
differ frou that of the old ?

A. The Old Teftament or covenant of grace- was admini-
ftred by promifes, prophecies, facrifices, and other types ;
which did all point forth Chrift as to come. But the new
covenant of gracé is adminiftred by the preaching of the word,
and difpenfing of the_facraments of Baptifm and the Lord’s
Supper, which fhew forth Chrift as already come.  Moreover
‘the new difpenfation of the covenant is far more eafy, clear,
efficacious, and extenfive than that of the old, Heb. x. 1, 2; .
3; &c. 1 Pet, 1. 10, Mat xxvil. 19. I Cor. x1. 23. Heb.
vl 6, &c.

Q. What way hath God tm%m to efiablifly and confirm the
Covenant of grace-fous ? -

~ A. Several ways; 1. By his word of promife. 2, By

his oath. 3. By the death and blood of hlS Son. 4. By

ontward figns and feals; commonly. called facraments, Gen.

xvil. 7. Gen, xxii. 16, 17. Heb. vi. 13,t0 18, Heb. ix. 16,

17, Rom.iv. 11.

Concerning the SACRAMENT S,

Queft.- WHA 7" z.r the proper fi gzzgfmmﬁ of z‘f e word

Sacrament ?

A. It 1s pot a {criptural word, more than the word Trinity
is, yet feeing the thing fignified is there, and the word is
very fignificant, it may be. lawfully ufed. Anciently the word
facrament was.a military word, in ufe among the Romans,
and fignified the folemn oath which the foldiers took, to be
trueto their general : afterwards, it was ufed by ecclehaﬁlcal—
writers to {ignify any holy myflery, and partlcularly the {eal-

ing ordinances of Bapt:ﬁn and the Lord’s oupper; aad indeed
D
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it is very applicable to them, feeing by receiving thefe {eals,
-we lolemnly engage ourfelves to be the Lord’s, and fwear to
* {ftand by him as faithful {oldiers, fighting under his banner,
againft all-his enemies,

Q. What is the true nature and ufe of a ﬁzcmmmr ?

4. It is a holy ordinance inftituted by Chrift in his church,
and annexed as a {eal to the covenant of grace; wherein by
outward and fenfible fi gns, Chrift and the benefits of his medi-
ation, are reprefented fealed, and applied to thofe that are
within the covenant, to confirm their intereft in him, to
, ftrengthen and increafe their faith and all other graces, to tef~
tify and cherifh- their love and communion one with another,.
to put a vifible difference betwixt thofe' that belong to the
church, and the teft of the world: and folemnly to éngage
them to the fervice of God in Chrift, according to his word,
Gen. xvii. 7, oI, Rom. iv. 1. Cor Xl. 24 Rom. xv. 8.
Rom. vi. 3. Eph 1. §

Q. Why is it faid to be an ordinaiice :rgﬂ:mmf by Chrift in
.tbe Cburcﬁ 2

. To fhew that Chrift is t the fole king and head of the
church who alone hath the power to appoint her ordinances.
2. To diftinguifh the facraments of Chrift’s inftitution, from
thofe of P0p1ﬂ1 inverition, viz.-the five baftard facraments, of
ordination, confirmation, periance, marriage, and extreme tunci-
on.: none of which are inflituted by Chrift for facraments;
nor have they the parts of true facraments, and none of them
are feals of the covenant of grace. ‘

Q. What are the parts of a facrament?

4. Every facrament hath two parts ; the one extérnal and
,earthly ;~and the other fpiritual and heavenly. ‘There 1s an
eutward fenfible fign, that doth reprefent, convey, feal and
- apply the fpmtual benefit thereby {1 gmﬁed

Q. What is a fenfible fign? :

2. That which 1s obvious to the outward fenfes, of hear=
ing, feeing, tafting, fmelling or feeling. And fuchr are both
the facramental elements and facramental adtions. -

Q. What things do /Ezmmm‘.r fignify and feal ? . '

A. 1. As they are figns, theyTignify and rePrefent the
grace and good-will of God .in Chrift to his covenanted peo-
ple. 2. As theyare feals, they ratify and confirm his people’s
right to all the bleflings and promifes of the covenant, and:
hhswxfe their engagements. to new obedxence.

~r
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Q. Is not the word alome fufficient to falvation ? What need

is there for facraments ? '

A. It is enough to fatisfy us, that the infinitely wife God

hath thought fit to adjoin facraments to his word, as neceflary

means of his peoples falvation and comfort: and fince he hath

thus gracioufly appointed them; 1t becomes us with reverence,

thankfulnefs, and diligence to receive them, and to judge the
contempt or abufe of them a hainous fin before God.

Q.. How doth the avord and facraments differ as means of
falvation ? | o .

A. Infeveral things; 1, The word is diredted to the bo-
dily ear; but the facraments to the eye and other fenfcs.
2. The word 1s.preached to all without exception ; but the
facraments belong to- none but the members of the church.
3. The word isthe erdinary mean of begetting faith ; but the
facraments are means for confirming and increafing it, Mark
xvi. 15. A&s xviit. 36. Gen. xvil. 7. & Cor. iil, §. Rom.
1V 11, '~ - T

Q.. Why hath God adjoined facraments ts the word ¥

. That he mishr give a farther proof of his condefcend-
tng goodnefs, and tender concern for his peoples good. It 1is.
wonderful condefcenfion in God to difpofe his grace into a co-
venant form, and enter into a pallion with us; but it is yes.
niore, to be content to add feals to it, for our further can-
firmation and confelation. - -
. 2, That they might ferve to awaken the affections and ex- -
cite grace. Sacraments are, as it were, a vifible gofpel, the
offers of free love, and benefits of Chrift’s purchafe, are thereby
expofed to the eye, as the word doth found them-in the ear..
God knows our ftupidity and dulnefs, that we are much more
affetted with things that we fee with our eyes, than that which
we only hear. |

3- That he might provide againft that prevailing plague of
unbelief in his people; and ftrengthen their weak faith, by
giving theém -fenfible figns of his love, and vifible pledges of
their mtereft in it. For (as Chrift faid to the nobleman of
Capernaum, John iv. 48.) Except ye fee figns and wonders.
¢ ye will'not believe.” ~ - _

Q. Are the facraments efficacipus to-work grace in all that
partake of them ? _ | | |

4. No ; for we read of baptifm adminiftred to Simon Ma.-
gus who ftill remained a naughty man ; and that the Lord’s:

D o

-
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fupper may be received by perfons unworthy, -Ads viii. 23.
Luke xiii. 26, 27. 1.Cor. x1. 27.

Q_ /4 55:2::‘5 have the Jacraments their Lﬁmcy ?

A. 1. Negatively, they have it not from themfelves, ex opere
operats, according to the Papifts : nor from the intention or
holinefs of the mmlﬁet that difpenfeth them. But, 2. Pofi-
tively, they have it from Chnﬁ’s blefling, and the Spirit’s
working in and by them upon the.fouls of fuch as. partake of
them. Itis only Chrift who by his Spirit ‘puts life and virtue
in the facraments, and makes thém effe@ual means for con-
veying and applying his faving benefits to his peoples fouls.

Q. What avere the o d:ﬂary / zcmmfzzt.rqu the Old Tefla-
ment difpenfation ?

A, Circumcifion and the paﬁbver, which are notv abrogated
by the coming of Chrift, who was typified by them.. . .

Q. Hath mz‘ C/Jrgﬂ appointed facramients under the Neaw
T eftament di P enfation in the room of thefe awhich ke. abol; /bfd ?

A. Yes; viz. Baptifm and the Lord’s Supper,

Q. Are not the facraments both of the Old ﬂﬂd N sw Teftis

ment for fubflance the fame?
A. Yes; for they both reprefent and exhibit ]efus Chrlﬂ

and the fa.me fplrltual benefits and mercies throtlgh him, Roni.

w. 11. 1 Cor. x. 1.

Q. I there 1o di ifference lret'wz'fz jﬁem >
A Yes; in feveral refi)e&s 1. The old facraments re-

prefmted Chrift as to come but thé new as already. come.

. The old reprefented Chrift more darkly ; but the new
more clearly and plainly. 3. The old were only-to endure
till Chrift’s coming in the flefh; but the new until Chrift’s
coming in glory. 4. Their outward figns differ much one
from another, -

Q. How doth it appear that circumcifion and bapr{f % are:

toe [ame in fubftance? - -

A. In refpe& they are both facraments for initiation,. typx-
"fym-:r and reprefenting our natural pollution and original guilt,
the neceflity of being purified from carnal affeions, and the.

way of our falvation by the thedding of Chrift’s blood. - .

Q. How doth it appear that the pﬂjwer and the Lard’.r
Supper are the fame for [ubftance ? -

. 4. By the following, things. 1. They both reprefent
Chrift crucified, and commemorate hlS love in delwerlng his

" people from the bondage of fin and Satan.; -
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2. The Ifraclites behoved to prepare themfelves for keep~
ing the paffover, for fome time before ; particularly they kept
the pafchal lamb four days 10 their houfes, before it was kil-
led; during which time, (as their writers tell us})-it was
tied to their bed-pofls, that by. their conftant hearing of its
bleatings; they might be excited to look back and remember
their fore bondage in Egypt,. and their gracious deliverance
from it; and alfo to lock foreward and remember the {uffer-
ings and agomes of the Mefliah for their fins. In ke man-
ner, conimunicants ought to prepare themfelves for the Lord’s
fupper, by ferious and frequcnt meditating upon their mifery
by nature, the eviliof fin, and the bitter agonies which Chnﬂi
endured in delivering them fromit. -

3. As the pafchal Jamb -was roafted ‘with fire; fo Chnﬁ I
the Lord’s fupper is held forth, as feorched mth the fire of
God’s wrath,

. As the pafchal lamb behtwed to be eaten, and that
whm]ly fo Chrift in the Lard’s fupper muft be recewed by
faith, and that wholly in all his offices. -

5. As thelamb in the paflover, behoved to be eaten witk:
unleavened bread and bxtter herbs : fo Chrift muft be re-
ceived in the, Lord’s fupper, In n'uth and ﬁnceruy with bitter
repentings for fin,

6. As the lamb in the firft aﬁ'over, was t0 be eaten by the
Ifraelites in hafte, with their lmns girt, {taves in their hands,.
and fhoes on their feet; fo Chrift 10 the Lord’s fu pper. mu{t:
be received without delay, with holy refolation and prepara-
tion for our fpiritual journey, travelling. as pilgrims through
the wﬂderneié of this world.

7. As the blood of the lamb was te be - dprinkled on their
door-pofts and lintels, for reci.mng them from the deftroying.
angel, that cut off the Egyptians firft-born ; fo'in the Lord’
fupper, we muft have our whole fouls befprmkled with Chnift’s;
blood by faith, for fecuring us from the ftroke of divine jui-
tice : nay, “alfo our outward: converfation that is vifible to the:
world muft be fprinkled, that they .may take notice of ous

having been W1th ]ﬂfus, Ezod. xii. 1 Cor v. 7, 8.
3
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Concérning BAPTISM.

Quett. WHA T is tée true nature and zz_/& of baptifin ?
A. Baptifm is a facrament of the New Teﬂament, annexed
- as a fign and feal of God’s covenant with believers in Chrift ;
wherem Jefus Chrift hath ordainéd the wathing with water,
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghoft; to be a fign, not only-of the folemn admiffion of the
party bapnzed into the wﬁble church ; but alfo a fign and feal
of his interelt in the covenant of grace, with all its bleflings
purchafed by the blood of Chrift, reprefented by that water,
and particularly to fignify and eal hlS ingrafting into Chrift,
his remiffion of fins by his blood, and regeneration by his Spi-
rit; his adoption into God’s famlly, and refurrection unto
everlafting life.” And likewife his folemn dedication to God
through ]efus Chrift ; and entering into an open and profefled
engagement to be the Lord’s, wholly, and only his; and to
walk with him in newnefs of kife, Matth. xxviii. 19. Gal.-n1.
277. Mark i. 4. Tit. 5 Eph v. 26. Rom. vi. 4, 5, 6, 11,
¥ Pet. 111, 21.

Q. How many forts of Mpt.gﬁfz are mezzf:omd in ﬁ:r:pz‘zzre 2

A. We read of a fix-fold baptifm. 1. The Levitical bap-
tifms or wathings, Heb ix, 10. - 2. The baptifm of tears, or
repentance, Luke vit. 38. 3. The baptifm of afflition, blood,
or martyrdom: Thus Chrlft and the martyrs were bapnzed
Matth, xx. 22, 23. 'Luke xii. §o. 4. The baptifm of the
Holy Ghoft,. or the conferrmg of the gifts of the Holy
Ghof’t Absi. 5. . Itis fometimes put for the Chriftian
faith or dotrine -of baptifin,  A@s xviit. 25." G. There is the
ficrament -of baptifm, which we now fpeak of.

But,- principally, baptifm is two-fold, external and internal,

fuminis £ flaminis, of water, and of the Spiri.

Q. What parts doth the facrament of baptifin confiff of ?
A. Of two patts. ' 1.  The outward and vifible part figni-

fying. 2. The fpiritual and invifible.part thereby fignified:

Q_Wém‘ is the outrward part fianifping ?
. The wathing the body with water, and the ufing of the

. ‘mrds of inftitution.
Q. What is the fpiritual part S gﬂ{ﬁm’ by the 104_!/77!’?{,_{{ with

nwatcic?
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A. 1. The wathing away df the guilt-of fin, or our juftifi-
cation by the bléod of Chrift applied to the foul. 2. The
wathing away of the filth of fin, or our fanification by the
Spirit of Chrift in the work of regeneratmn, Rev. 1. 5. John
i §.
Q. Wbat is f gn.yfed by the qvard.r qf inflitution or baptizing

in the name of the F. at/.wer, and of the Son, and of the Ha{y
Ghoft ?

x'éf 1. It fignifies that minifters have auth{mty from God
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, to admmll’cer this ficra-
ment of baptifm, -Mat. xxviii. 18, 19. |

2. Itfignifies the baptized perfon hlS entering into a. flemn
covenant - wuh God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoﬁ hlS
chufing and taking God the Father as his God and Father ;
God the Son as hls -Redeemer and Saviour; and God the
Holy Ghott as his guide, fanétifier, and comforter: alfo it
fignifies his confecration to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft;
and his coming under engagements to the faith, profeflion and
obedience of the holy Trinity : together with his folemn re-
nouncing of the three great enemies.of the holy Trinity, viz.
the devil, the world and the flefh, 2 Cor vm 5.1 Pet i1,

21, '
Q. Why is the blood qf Chrift, and Hqﬁfzg; of tﬁe ey co-

venant reprefented bere by water ?

A. Becaufe of the near refemblance they have to one ano-

ther in thefe things; 1. Water hath a cléanfing virtue, for
taking away filth and. pollution from the body, fo Chrift’s
blood ‘cléanfes the foul from fin.

‘2. Water hath a refrefhing virtue to a thirfty traveller,
and thedry withered herbs ; -fo Chrift’s blood and benefits
are moft refreﬂnng to the poor thirfty foul.

3. Water hath an-extinguifhing quality, for quenching fire;
{o the blood of Chrift quencheth both-the fire of God’s wrath,
and the fire of our lufts.

4.- Water hath 2 mollifying virtue,- it foftens the hardu.ned
earth 3 {6 Chrifl’s blood hath foftened many a hardened heart
into tears, and melted them into a- comphance with God’s
will, '

“g.- Water is moft neceffary, our bOdIES could not live or
fubfift without it; fo the blood of Chrift is the moft neceffary
and ufeful thing in the world; our fouls without it would pe-
nith eternally. ' *

\\h

\
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6. Water is cheap and free toall, no man is denied of it; fo
the blood of Chuﬁ is offered freely to all that pleafe to accept
of it.

7. Water hath no effe& nor operatlon upon us, unlefs it be
fpnnkled or applied ; {o neither hath the blood of Chrxﬁ any
effect upon usy till it be applied by faith.

. Is there no facramental element or ¥ite to be r{ﬁ?d in Mp
tifiny but the wafbing with qvaz‘er i the name of the Father,
Sony and Holy Ghaft ?

A. Noj; for though the - Papifts do. JOIH herewith, falt,
fpittle, oil, and the fign of the crofs, yet they have no-warrant
for thefe from Chriftor bis :Apoftles ; and, therefore they are
not to be regarded, but as fuperflitious and antlchnﬁlan addi-
tions to Chrlﬁ’s ho]y inflitution.

Q. For what fpecial e?zd: hath the L ord appomfed 5::;51‘1"[ 22

- A. They are various ; To be a.notour badge of our
Chriftian profeflion, to dlfhncrmfh us from Jews, Pagans, and
Mahometans.

2..To be a teaching fign or fymbol, for mﬂru&mg us in
the know]ed e of the gréat articles of the Chriftian faith
particularly, it is- a Jooking-glafs to fhew us- our natural pol-
lution and mifery by reafun of I, and our remedy provided
in the blgod of Chnft. - ~

. To be a confirming feal of God’s covenant, for afluring
believers of the: reality of his love, the truth of his promifes,
and . the certainty .of their title to the childrens inheritance,
and. (as-it were) for-giving them mfeftment and feaﬁng in all
the bleflings of Chrill’s purchale: even .as. men are invefted
1n the right, and put 1n the: poffeﬂion of a b'u gain by | formahtles
of law ; as 4 houfe 1s: deluered us- by a kcy or.a field by
ftone and earth, RTINS k
. 4. Tobe a gricious ch'mnel and means fm cony eymg grace,
and foul- punﬁcat:on, and fpmtual bleﬂings, to thofe for whom
they are defigned. . ; .

5. To be an obligatory bond on our part, to be true and
faithful to'God, to rencunce the-lervice of fin and Satan, and
to walk with God in newnefs of life, - -

6. To be a wyfting-place for parents, to meet and treat
with Chrift concerning the falvation of their young ones.
- For all which fee Gal v.'3. Adls il 38, 41, Rom. 4. 11,
Col. 1. 1 1, 12, A&s xxii. 16. Eph v, 26. 1 Pet. 1, 21,
Luke xviii, 1 55 16. Tiu 1l 5. _ |
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Q\‘W ben God doth feal his covenant -w:tﬁ belicvers at baptifn;
fw/nzz‘ things are engaged and fealed on bis part ¢~ |

A. 1. That he will be our God.. 2. Receive and own
us as members of his vifible church. 3. Give us a fealed
right to church ordinances and privileges. 4. Cut us oft
from the. old " ftock "of nature,. and ingraft us inte Chrift,
5. Take-us into his family, and undeér his' providential care.
6. Entitle us to Chrift’s purchafe and make over all the blef-
fings and benefits of the new covenant,-viz. remiffion of fin,
regeneration, adoption, fan&ification, refurreion to life, and
eternal glory and happinefs.

Q. Dath baptifn feal cmd app/y 2/)«:]' tﬁmg.r fgz:zzlf 20 all

who are baptized ?.
A. No; for to0.ele@ infants and believersm reahty, it fealsr

and applies thefe things ablolutely. Dut to thefe who are
only believers in profeffion it feals and applies conditionally,
i, e, upon fuppofition that they be what they profefs.

Q. Have unbelicvers then no benefit by their baptifin ?

- A. Yes; in {o far as they are hereby diftinguithed from
the reft of the world, e:{ternaﬂy feparated from Satan, the
world, and the flefh, are dedicated to Chrift and his. fervice,
become members of the vifible church, and have a fealed right
to gofpel ordinances and privileges, if they do not forfeit thefe

by their after carriage, Rom. ix. 4. 1 Cor. vii. 14.-

Q. Is there any thing m;gaged or fealed on our pzm' in bap-
Lfm ?
fA Yeos, viz. that we will be the Lord’s, i, . that we wﬂl
be wholly the Lord’s, foul and body, 1n all we are,. or have.
2, T hat we will be only the Lord’s, and therefore renounce
all other Lord’s and malters, the.devil, the world and the fleth.
3. That we will be the Lord’s by pracice as well as profe{-
fion, that.we ‘will mortify. fin, wage war againft Chrift’s ene-
mies, ‘fight under Chrift’s banner, and. ftudy conformlty to
him, Rom. vi. 4, ¥, 12. 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 2 Cor vill. §,
1 Pet. 1121, -

Q. Are the 5372@/?1’: ﬁalm’ to bflfever.r pinmediately conferred

- upon them, at the moment of Zfapt._rﬁ?:

A. Though a fealed right to thefe be.then given them yet
the efficacy of baptifm is.not neceflatily tied to that moment of
time wherein it is adminiftred; for God being a moft free
agent makes this ordinance eﬁ’eﬁual -and -confers his grace
when, and how he pleJeth -befides the.fruit and power of



46 A SACRAMENTAL

| bapufm, reacheth to the whole courfe of a believer’s life,
John i ¢, 8. ’

Q. Doth not baptifin remove original fin, a::d confer rege-
nerating grace lp all the partakers of it ? -

A. No; for many partake of baptifm who are unregenera-
ted fhilt: baptifim of its own nature, or by itfelf operates no-
thing ; but only as the Spirit of God, (the author of grace}
doth concur therewith: and being a free agent, he works
grace before, at, or after ‘baptifm as be pleafeth, And for
origindl fin, ‘it is not then taken away from believers them-.
felves, except as td its. guilt and dominion, (if it pleafe the .
Spirit to co-operate at that time, and apply the blood of Chrift)
but as to.its pollution and inherence, -it rémains in part dur-
ing their whole lives, as 1s fadly wrlﬁed by the complaints of
the beft of God’s people, Pfal, lh 5, 6, 7 Rom vil. 23,25,
Ads vill, 13, 23.

Q. What is the neceffity of Mphﬁﬂ P

A. Itis neceflary in refpect of the command of Chnﬁ who
hath appointed it as a fign and feal of his covenant, and an
external means of fulvation ; and .therefore enghe o be held
in reverence, and fought for with all due care: and to con.
-temn or negleét this ordinance of Chrift’s inftitution, 15 a very
hainous fin, Matth, xxvii, 19, Luke vit. 30, Adls xvil. 14-
-Exod. iy. 24, 25,

Q. I outward baptifn abfolutely neceffary to Jalvation.? Or
are they damned who div without it

A. Tt is not the want, but the contempt of this ordinance -
that expofeth.to'damnation ; for thé converted thief wanted
baptifim and was faved ; befides it would be a great injury to
ﬂ‘ee grace, and a hﬂrnd thing in itfelf, to fay,.that it 1s in the:
power- of wicked men to damn the fouls of others, by their
wilful negle& of this ordinance, or that the Hraelites mfantsr
who died before the eighth day, or' while they were-in the:
wildernefs, were all damned  neither are parents guilty in this
matter, if they do not negleét this ordinance of Chrift, when
~and where it may be hady Rcm iv. 11.-Als x. 2,. 4y 22,
31, 45, 47 -

Q. Where fhould baptifm be admng/?red 4

A. In the place of public worfhip, and in the face of the’
congregation, where the people may-moft convemently {ee and
hear; and not in private: places. |

(L What is the neceffity heregf ?
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4. In regard- ’bapnfm is the public entry and door o
Chrift’s houle, or the ordinance whereby perfons are folemnly
admitted into the church, and made members of Chrift’s fa-
mily : and therefore it is neceflary that thé church fhould be
publicly called and aflembled to the adminiftration of this pu-
bhc church ordinance. And that for thefe reafons,
. 1. That thereby, they may witnefs, homologate and confent
to the admiflion of new members into the church or family of
Chrft. -~ - -

2.- That the engagements of parents, or the party baptized,
may be public and folenin, before many witfefles.

3. That thete may be many to join in prayer for a blefing
upon the ordinance. It is much for the intereft of both pa-
rents and children, to have the prayers of all the godly in the
congregation for them, on fuch an occafion ; which to be fure
are far more prevalent and effectual, than the prayers of a few,

4. That the whole congregation may be edified by the dil-
penﬁng of -this folemn ordinance, and excited 0 remember
and improve their own baptiim, and be faithful in keeping the
covenant engagements which they then fealéd before many
witnefles, and alfo be humbled for former breaches.

Q. To whom is baptifm to be adminifired ?

" 4. Baptifm is not to be adminiftred to any that are out of
the vifible church, and fo ftrangers from the covenant of pro-
mife, till the profefs their faith in Chrift- and obedience to
him ; but mfants defcending from parents; either both, or but
one of them, profefling faith in Chrift and obedience to him,
are in that refpeét within the covenant, and fo to be baptized;
Adts viii, 36, 37. Gen. xvil. 7, 10. Gal. 111, 9, 14. A&s i,
38; 39, 41. 1 Cor. vir, 14. Luke xvin. 15, 16. Rom. x1. 16

Q.. T awbhow is baptifin uot to be adminifired ? |

A, Not to heathens and infidels, or perfons openly fcan-
dalous; for thefe being without the covenant, and out of the
vilible church have no. nght to the feals thereof; neither have
their infdats, while they continué fo: but if upon hearing the
- gofpel, they répent and believe, duly make profeflion of their
faith and obedience, they have a nght to this ordinance, Eph.
i, 12, Mark xvi. 15,16, A&s viii. 13, 36, 37.

Q.. Who properly bave a right to baptifm ?

A. All the members of the vifible church and their mfants,'
A&s ii: 39.

Qe WM! it i you call M: vifible church ? .
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A. Tt 15 a {ociety made up of thofe who in all ages and
places of the world, do profefs Chrilt and the true religion ;

and of their chlldren
Q. Hhat is the invifible church ?

A, The whole body of the elet that have been, are, or
hall be gathered into one, under Chrift theirhead. *
. Do all that are baptized becomne members of the invifs f 45/;
cﬁurcﬁ and thereby ingrafied into Chrifi?
A. No; for our baptifm make us only members of the vi-

fible church. ..

Q. Whatis it to be rm’[y mcrmﬁfd into Chriff? -

A, It is for finners to be ctut off from the old ftock of na-
ture, and united to Jefus Chrift, that they: may grow up in him,
and bring forth fruit unto him; and this is done upon ous:
believing. -

Q. dAre adzz/t a:_*/&m and :fy%nt.r fo 55 &ﬂpt:zed inthe _/Em:a

away and ??zez‘bad ?
4. No:. for the. adult, or perfons come to years, muft firft

be inftructed in the faith of Chrift, and¥principles of Chrifti-
anity, and are to make profeflion of the fame, with confeffion
of their fins, before they be baptized, according to the aptient
- pradtice, Mat. iii, 6, Mat. xxviii. 19. A&s viil. 38. But the

infants of believers (of whom thefe things cannot be expeéted
~ or'required ) are to be baptized without {uch profefhon or con~

feflion, their parents undertaking as fponfors for them, e

Q. But how fhould infants be admitied to baptifin, Hill they
believe and con fefi their faithy feeing according to Mark xvi. 16,
they muft firft believe, and then be baptlzed ?

.d That is only meant of adult perfons without the vifible
church. -And tho’ infants do not adually profefs their faith,
as being incapable-of it ; yet they are to be'ranked among be--
lievers, as being the children of believing parents : for infants
are but parts of the parents wrapt up in another fkin, and to
be. accounted but one perfon with them, as the root and
branches are but one tree, according to:Rom. xi. 16. Weare to
judge of children by their parents, till they come to the ufe of.
realon, and be capable to chufe their own way; and then in-
deed they may dilinherit themfclves by their degeneracy. But.
till then we are to judge of them by the parents, as we do_of
a graft taken from a tree and implanted 1.2 new ftock :- for
we judge of the graft by the.tree from which it was taken, un-
til-it bear fruit by itfelf, whereby it may be difcerned. "Itis
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upon this account that God calls the children of hispeople,
his children, and children born unto him, Ezek. xvi. 20.
Now if children have a covenant- -relation to God, orbe within

=

the covenant (as the children of believing parents certainly

are) they have a right to the figns and feals of it alfo, Gen;
xvil. 7. Deut, XKix. 10, 11, 12, [3, T4, I5. Adsii. 30.

Q. Oug At 7ot infants accom’mg to this argument, Yo be ad-
mitted to tbf,' Lord’s fupper'alfo ?

A. The infants of believers have indeed npon the fame ac-
count a remote right to this feal likewife ; tho’ for the prefent
they are incapable to receive it, as wanting the adtual exercife
of reafon, which is abfolutely neceflary in order to our exa-
mining ourfelves, and difcerning the Lord’s body s thefe be-
ing the mdzfpf:ﬂﬁbie duties of all fuch as partake of the Lord’s
fupper, 1 Cor. xi. 28, 29..

Q. Should they not for the fame reafon, be kept ﬁwff the feal
of baptifin, [ecing they underfland not the nature q/' that ordi-
nance, nor the duties of the baptized 2

‘4. 1, They underftand as nmch of it as'the jemfh infants
did. of cxrcumczf ion, at eight days of age; and yet that ordi-
nance behoved mot to be longer delayed. Now there- is the
fame reafon, for adminiftrating the facrament of baptifin to

infants under the gofpel, that there was for circumcifion un-.

der the law, {ecing baptifin is now come in its room, as the fa-
crament of initiation or entrance into-the church, which cir-
cumcifion then was. - If by divine warrant, not enly Abra-
ham, bot all his feed had a right to the initiatory {eal of the
covenant, .Gen. xvil, 7, 10. then believers now, who are
Abraham’s children,.and under the fame corenant with him,
“muft fliil have the.fame privilege ;' feeing the ancient grant
was never afterwards: r..,pea]ed but exprefsly conﬁrmed under
the gofpel, according to Adsii. 39. Gal. iii. g, 14, 16.

2dly, Infants may regp the benefit of bapufim, tho’ they
nnderftand not its. meanmg The nfants Chrift took uvp in
his arms, Luke xvjii. Xnew not his meaning, yet they got Ius
blefing. An_ ipheritance bequeathed to 2 poor child in the
cradle, is of ufe ta it, though it.undeiftands not the advan-
tage at prefent, nor-hath the comfortable poffeflion, till it come
to years,

3dly, Itis to be obferred that tl*ough the ]emﬂl infants
did partake of c:mummﬁo.n, yet they were excluded from the
paflover ; and that for the. fame ground, "that we exclude our

T |

3
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anfants from: the Lord’s fupper, which 1s now come in its
room, viz. the want of the acual exercife of réafon. For none
were to fhare of the paffover, but fuch as could alk concern-
ing the meaning thereof, Iixod. x1i. 26. Buc this was not
abfolutely needful for partaking of circumcifion, in rﬂgard that
was only for conveying a right ; -but the ‘other was for com-
memorating a benefit, which necelfarily fuppoﬁ,d underftand-

lﬁg

infants, befide that of the circubncifton of the Fewifh children ?
A. Though that be a fufhcient warrant for 15 yet we-have

more ; for, -1.- Chrift commands*his qlaoﬁles to difeiple and
" biptize all nations, of which infants are no fmall part ; as our
. Sayiour exclades none from-the ordmance, {o. he lintts no
tlme or age for the difpenfing of 1t: there was no need to
give any exprefs charge concerning infants, {ecing their privi-
lege was fettled for many dges before, and they ftill in pofieffion
oflt, by the initiatory feal of circumcificny which was the fame
in {ubftance with baptlﬁn. This was never reverfed but their
right declared to conitinue; ; Ads'ii. 30. '

2. Infants are capablé both of grace and glory, and confe-
quently are capablé of baptlﬁn, which {eals our right to thefe,
Luke 1. 15, Mati xvni. 6. Liuke xvni. 15. -

- 3. Children of believers are pronouriced-holy, 1 Cor. vii. 14.
i e. federately-holy, as'being within thie covenant; and there-
 fore they fituft needs have a right to the feal of it.

4. Infant-baptifm was univerfally pradtifed in the ancient
church, they deriving it from the apoftles, whofe example

they followed in this matter ; and of whom we have it feveral
times recorded, that t_bey bapt1zed fuch as believed with their
whole houfliolds; fiich as-the houfes of ' Lydia, the jailor, and

fSte phanas;- AQs Vit 15, 32, 1 Cor. 1. 16, =
. To whim pertainis it to pre_'/E'ﬂt the infants of the vi f ole
chur cb fo bapiifm ? -

A. Tt belongs properly to the parents, and not to thefe who
are called god-fathers or god-mothers——-Becaufe children have
~aright to baptlﬁn, only_in and by their parenits: and thefe only
" have a power both by-thé‘law of God and-nature, to difpofe
of their young ones, and to order their education ; and they
only are accountable 1o ‘God for them. ~ "A#d, in the fenfe of
the law, their will is the childrens‘will. "Upon all which ac-
counts, parets only ought to prefent their infants to God in

e

ﬁ._

Q. Is there any other ﬁrzpz‘:zre w -'rrmzft Jfor the baptifr cgf

T



baptifm, and confent for them to the covenant of grace, Jofh.
xxiv, 15, Dent. xx1X. 10, 11, &c. ° ,
- Q. Wiat doth the parents bringing and prefenting their
children in baptifm import.and fignify in itfelf?

A. Tt imports thefe things; 1. A public acknowledg-
ment, that their children are defiled by. ofiginal {in; and need .
wathing affoon as they come into the world.

2. That they are bound by the ties of natyre and common
juftice, to do all they can, for their childrgns help and relief
in this miferable ftate; that they may (o far as lieth in them)
repair the injury done them, by conveying original corruption
to them. L -

3. That they believe no remedy can cure them, no foun-
tain can cleanfe them, but that of Chrift’s blood, which is re-
prefented by the baptifmal water. T

4. That they willingly dedicate and devote their children
to God, tobe enrolled -in. his family, numbered among his
children, and entirely difpofed of by him. |
= Q.. What are the fprecial duties incuntbent upon parentsy on
the occafton of prefenting their children in baptifin ? |

4.t To wonder at God’s. grace.and condefcenfion, 1n
taking {uch pains on us, as to Jay the great myftery of godir
nels and {cheme of our falvation before our eves by vifible
rites and figns, thereby to affe® our fenfes, and the more ef~
fectually to-excite our minds to.a ferious confideration of the
great things which God hath done for us.  Since the gofpel
report which the word. brings daily- to our ears {concerning
~ our ‘mifery, and remedy, our ruin by fin, and recovery by
Jefus Chrift) makes but little impreflion on'us ; he is pleafed
to give a perceptible view of thefe things by bapti{m to the
eye, to try. if -our-eyes will affect our hearts, ‘according to
Lam. il 51. And ought not this goodnels. to melt even the:
hardeft heart? .~ '+ - ... . . -

2. To admire God’s free grace and mercy, that he is wil--
ling to take both us, and our childrén into covenant with-him-~
felf's that after the fifft covenant was broken on our part, he:
was content to enter into a fecond (a covenant all of grace)
and that with Ins own condemned rebel creature b Abraham
fell upon his face when God was covenanting with him 3 and:
David: was aftonithed - with admiration at i, Gen. xvii. 3.
2 Sam. vii. 19. And fo oughit we upon this occafion.

3. Parents oughe to fearch and fee, if they be really in cos-
- E 2
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venant with God themfelves : for, when we difpenfe this fa-
crament,, we are to laok on the parents, that claim the benefit
of it to their children, to be perfons in covenant with God, -
otherwife their children havé no right to the feal of it. There-
fore it highly concerns parents on this -oceafion, to enquire if
they have as yet entered into covenant with God, by their own
perfonal tranfadion, and renewing of their 6wn baptifmal de-
dication and engagements : And if ‘they have dealt fauthfully
with God 1n this covenant, yea, or not, .
- 4. Parents ought on’ this occafion, to renew the covenant

which they made with God in their own baptifm, take hold of
the covenant of grace for themfelves, accept of -Jefus Chrift
the Mediator of it, clofe with'his rightéoufnefs, and- dedicate
themfelves, as well as their children to'the Lord ; and thus trani-
a& with God and Chrift in fecret.  'Which they are Jikewife
publicly to own and renew. (at the prefenting of their infants)
by a folemn-profeflion of their faith in God the Father, Son,
and holy Ghoft; and dutiful obedience to him ‘according to
his word : believers fhould rejoice to come with their children
to baptifm, becaufe every time they doit, God renews his co-
vendnt with thein and theirs; as-he did with Abraham at
circumcifion, Gen. XviL o

5. They ought to be fervent in prayer, wreftling with God
for the purification and aceeptance of their young ones through
Chrifl’s blood.; and for a folemn blefling upon the ordinance
to be difpenfed to them; that God may join the inward and
privy feal of his. Spirit, with the outward feal of this facra-

ment, : I *

6. They ought to fludyto be well acquainted with the
great truths of the Chriftian religion, as eontained in'the holy
{criptares, and agreeable thereto, fummed in our Confeflion of
~Faith, Larger :and Shorter -Catechifm : -that {o-they-may be
“capable to inftrué and train up their children in the knowledge
of thefe truths, according tothe engagements which. they- pu-
.blicly take on.  Alas! there is little conicience made of fuch
folemn promifes by many ; they are ignorant of our excellent
"Confeflion of Faith and Catechifms, and will not fo much as.

“buy them, or read them over ; notwithftanding of their reite-
yated engagements on this occafion: - = Lo

#. They are to make a folemn furrender-aid dedication of
their children to God in Chrift, as children. of his family,

fubjes of his kingdom,. and members of; Chrift’s myfical
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body: and that for the end they may be wathen i Chrift’s.
blood, faved by his grace, guided by his Spirit, ruled by his.
laws, and difpofed of by his providence. Thus. we’ are to
bring and prefent our children to God in baptifm, as hving
{acrifices to him, acceptable through Chrift Jefus. | |

8. We are in the name and behalf of our infants (they be~
ing parts. of ourfelves, as was fhewed before) to-"confent to:
- the gracions offers and terms.-of the covenant of grace, and:
that they will be the Lord’s wholly and only his.. And for
this end to teach them (when: they come to underftanding)
the knowledge: of God, and the way of falvation. thro? Chrift,
according to his word ; and to inftru& them in the duties of
the cowenant, particularly, the neceflity of faith, repentance;
4nd new obedience.” And becaufe children are more ready to.
be influenced by our examples than our’ precepts,. we are ta.
engage to thew them. the copy of a holy life, family worfhip,.
and fecret prayer, in our own converfation. Thus Abraham:
the father of the faithful, entered into.covenant with God, for
himfelf and his feed after him, Gen. xvii. 7, 9. And accord-~
ing to that Covenant, he ¢ commanded his children, ‘and:
¢ houthold after him, to keep the way of the Lord, Gen.
% xviii, 19.” And- {o believing parents under the gofpel,.
being under the fame covenant with faithful Abraham, ought
to “ bring up their children in the nurture and admonition of
“ the Lord, Eph. vi. 4.”” - . P .

Q. What are the duties incumbent upon.the congregations or
thefe that are witnz/fes to the adminifration of the facrament of
baptifm 2: ' » |
4. 1. Patiently to attend, and wait till it be dene: for; ta
remove. before the adminiftration of baptifm, as many do, ar-
gues both a cantempt of Chrift’s folemn ordinance; whichhe:
hath. inftiruted for his:church’s good.; and want. of charity to»
thefe who are to be baptized, in.that they decline.to-ftay and
pray-fot them,-and receive:them into the communion.of the vi-
fible.church.. . And likewife ic fhews that they have: little re~
gard to.their own.fouls, when they turn their backs.upon. fucly °
an-excellent means.of edification, as this.is. - Letfuch.confider;,
whether it had been juft and. becoming. for. the whole congre=
gation to have dealt {o with refpet to:them, when.they were:
baptized, as.they deal now:in. reference to others.. - Stay ftillt
theri, and pray for the members.to. be ingrafted, as others.didi

for you.. |

!
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2. To w:tnefs the adminiftration of it; with a holy awe and
becoming reverence to the great Author of it, and myflery
reprefented by it. - Remember that it derives its authority and
toftitution, not from man, but from the exalted Lord of an-
gels-and faints. Had this ordmanee ‘been of man, it had been
vilipended and come to nought many years ago; but being of
divine origiaal, it hath kept 'its authority throughout the whole
Chriftiai 'world, for the fpace of thefe 1700 years. Where-
fore it becomes. us all to pay a dutiful regard to the admigi-
ftration of it - |
3. Admire the wonderful kindnefs of God to fallen man,
that he pited ‘us, when wallowing in 6ur blood and pollution,
and provided a fuitable remedy for us. * Though he m:ght in
pufticé have fuffered fuch wretches to'dropinto thedevil’s arims
and ‘hell’s- fiames from the very womb; yet, behold! he
ftietches out” his merciful and fatherly arms to' embrace us,
affoon as we-eniter into the world ; ¢ fuffer litile children (faith
¢ he) to come unto me,’ to me their friend and Saviour.
4+ ‘Blefs God that hathi ordered your lot to'be born within
the pale of Chrift’s-church, of ‘Chriftian parents who early
prefented and - dedicated - you ‘in fuch 2 manner to God,
whereby you got a fealed right to gofpel ordinances and pri-
viléges, nay, to Chriftand. all the benefits of the new cove-
sant upon the condition of your faith § fo that now you have
encouragement te come and claim your right ; efpecially yoi
whofe happinefs itis to be born of ‘godly and behevmg parents,
blefs God for this mercy, plead your intereft in the covenant,
for your claim is certainly better than others; you may
g0 to God as your father’s God, dnd -therefore plead
ke is yours too: for when God entered into- covenant
. with your fathers, ‘e ‘made it both for them; and for
you their feed :- and* how ‘pleafant is it to fing with Mofes at
the Redifea,” Exod. xv. ¢ He is my-God, I will prepare
. % himin habitation; my father’s God, and I will exalt him.”
But beware of thmkmg that your being of fuch parents, necef-
favily entitlés you to the faying bleflings of the covenant, tho’
you fhould do’ nothing yourfelves; nay, if you put not in your’
~ claim when you come to' age, you forfeit your right. Yet
queftionlefs, your birth ftill entitles you to many external
prmleges and rhereies 3 upon which account, it is {ad, L Pet,
i1, 21. ¢ The like figure unto Noal’s baptifm doth now fave
¢ usj’ Le asthe ark (whlch was s 2.type of baptifm ) wrought



a temporal falvatlon for all Noah’s family ; fo bapufm entitles
the families of believers to many temporal privileges and blef-
fings, But tho’ all Noah’s family was admitted into the ark,
this did not entitle them to admiffion into heaven ; {o neither
will our outward baptifm “fave us from the deluge of God’s
wrath, and bringus to heaven; and therefore the apoftle adds
for exPllcatlon in- the forcited verfe, ¢ Not the putting away
¢ of the filth of the flefh, but the anfwer of a good confcience
¢ towards God,’ 1. e. not the outward wathing of the body
with water ; but the faithful aofwer of a refolved {oul, accepts
ing of and adhering to the covenant fealed in baptifm: for at
the fir{t planting of Chriftianity, people were generally grown
up when baptized, and made anfwer publicly for themfelves,
making profeffion of their faith and obedience to the holy Tri-
nity, and their renouncing the devil, the world, and the flefh,

. Blels God that youare born under the New Teltament
times, when the fountain for cleanfing finners is fo fully opened
in the word and facraments, that the ftreams of it are daily fo
near you, and you invited to wath therein. - Our accefs to the
fountain 13 now plain and eafy; it is not lock’d up, covered
with leaves, or obfcured with types and ﬁgurés, as under the
law; we have now an open~view of it : there is a'wide vent
made to its ftreams; by Chrift’s -death and wounds upon the
crofs ; and excellent channels framed -for conveying: it to us,
viz. the preaching ‘of the gofpel with its facraments. O how
inexcufable will we be for ever ! if after all this we contemn
the water- of life, and di¢ in our pollution.-

-6. Be concerned for the precious fouls of thofe that are té:
be baptized ; pray fervently for them, that God may come
and blefs his own ordinance to them ; give the inward grade
with the outward feal; apply Cheift’s blopd to the foul, as
water is fprinkled upon the body; that be may: regenerate
theni by his Spirit, ftamp them with his image, make them in-
ftraments of his glory : that they may rife up, and do God
better {fervice in their generatlon, than, alas, we have done in
ours, -

7. When you fee and heat parents folemnly engaging for
their children at their baptifm; et fuch-as are parents, that
have tome under the like engagements, confider how they
have performed them. "Do'ye make confcicnce of praying for
your children,teaching them the principles of religion, admo-
aithing them of their duty, warmngthem agamﬂ lin, and learn-
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ing them to read and pray ! When took you them afide te.
tell them of the vows you.took on at baptilm in their name,
and prefs them to renew perfonally their baptifmal covenant ?
O have ye not caufe on this occafion to be humbled for ydur
neglect.and fhort-comings in performing your folemn engage-
ments, and feek forgivenefs through the blood of {prinkling !
O negligent parents ! remember what a fearful meeting will
be betwixt you, and your gracelefs. children one day at Chrift’s
.ribunal, when they will come with accufations and curfes in
their mouths again{t you, for your unfaithfulnefs in perfarm-
ing your folemn engagements, with refpect to their precigus
fouls. * - B

8. Let.every one upon fuch an occafion call to. mind his.
own bapti{fm, how he was thus once prefented, dedicate and
forinkled in like manner ; and ftudy by all means to improve
his own baptifm, which is a moft needful, though much ne-
gleéted duty, ' - . E

Q. How is ity that we ought to improve-our baptifm?

A. 1. Be fenfible of the greatnefs. of the privilege and dig-
nity conferred upon you, in being baptized in the name of
Chrift, and facramentally {prinkled with his blood for the re-
miffion of fin; and think much wpon.it. . :Alas, there.are
many who never think on Chnft, or his bloed, and put no.va-
lue -upon their- baptifm. I have read of Lucian a fcoffing
Atheift, when he apoftatized from the profeffion of Chriftia~
nity, he mocked at his baptifm, faying, ¢ He’got néthing by
¢ it, but a fyllable to his name ; .he was Lucian before, and a
¢ baptifm was called Lucianus.” And what do many get by
their baptifm, but a name - Why, they undervalue their bap-.
tifm, never think on it, nor ftudy.any way to improve it.

- 2. You ought perfonally and explicitly to renew your co-
venant and folemn dedication to God fealed at bapufm.. It is.
not enough that you are Chriftians by 'your parents dedication,
but you mait:be fo by your own alo, by ratifying your pa~ |
rents deed, when ye are of agé; otherwife your baptifm wilk
profit you nothing ; nay, inltead of profiting you, it will be 3
witnefs again{t ‘you,.if you do not perfonally tranfadt with God:
in Chrift, and give away yourlelves. to the: Lord in!truth and.
fincerity. . T -
. .3« Improve-your baptifm, by labouring to fecure and clear-
up your interclt in the pardon of fin, adoption, fanéifying:
grace, .and other bleflings. fealed: to you in that facrament..
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Remember, that thefe bleffings were only fealed to you con-

ditionally, upon ‘your believing in Chrift; and that they are
not actually conferred, til you be fenf; ble of fi in, and clofe
with Chrift and his® nghteoufneﬁ Go then, O penitent fin-
ner, apply to the blood of Chrift by faith, which was facra-
mentally applied to you at baptifm, and plead with God for
parden of fin ; make ufe of your baptifm as a ftrong argument
for it, fay, « Lord, have I not thy feal, as well as thy pro-
¢ mife for my pardon ? Got I not a pledge of it from thee at
 my bapufm? Behold thy ring and thy'bracelets ; are they
“ not thine? Lord, make good thy word, thy fealed promlfc,
1 believe, Lord, help my unbelief.

4. Prefs alfo for the joyful fenfe of this beneﬁt of pardon
{ealed to.you in bapttfm ; the having whereof, is the moft
comfortable. thing in the world. 'We fee the Eunuch, when
he had got this feal of baptifm, ¢ went on his way rejoicing®
¢ O now (thought he) my cafe.is blefled, I am a pardoned
“ man, God hath received me 1into his fam:ly, and taken me
 into covenant with himfelf, and implanted me a member of
¢ -his myftical body: Ithat was the plant of a ftrange vine,
¢ a’m now ingrafted into a noble ﬂeck and fhall-I-not be

glad and rejoicé in his falvation.?”” - Thus, O behever, im-
prove the feal-of baptifin, in order to your growing up to the
comfortable aifurance of your ‘pardon of fin, and adoption into
God’s family : {eeing thefe bleflings are irreverfibly Pmmlfed
and fealed to you in that facrament.

5. Improve your baptifm as a fpur to holinefs and diligence
in Chrift’s fervice; forget not him whofe name you bear,
whofe livery you wear, and whofe colours you are fworn to.
Seeing you are {olemnly dedicated to'God, and all you have
is confecrated to him at baptifm ; O then lwe as thefe who
4r¢ not your own ; fpend your ftrength and time, not in ferv-
ing {in and the warld but in worfhipping of God, in loving,
praifing and glorifying of him, whofe you are, and whom you
ought to ferve. Alds; there are many, who Lit themfelves
into God’s fervice by baptifm, and yet turn deferters, and go
over to the devil’s camp, taking on to fight againft their King
and Lord te- whom: they are fworn. They live as if they had
been {olemnly. devoted to, and baptized in the name of the.
curfed tripity .of hell, the devil, the world and the flefh, in-
{tead of the ever bleffed and glorious Trinity of heaven: Alas,
they live as if they had renounced that, and not the other;
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which is eertainly a moft fearful guilt, and cannot mifs to be
attended with a fevere doom, o ~
6. Be humbled for your manifold pollutions, your falling
{o much fhort of the grace of baptifm, and walking unfuitably
to your folemn engagements. Have yow.not caufe to lament
before Gad, for.forgétting and {lighting the free love of God
manifefted to you in baptifm ; and for having-fo little recourfe
“to the fountain that was. opened to - you therein, for fin, and
for uncleannefs ; and that you feel{o little of the efficacy of
the precious blood of your Redeemer (which was reprefented
and applied to you in that ordinance) for melting of your
hearts, cleanfing you from fin, and quickening you to holinefs.
%, Improve your buptifm as'a fhield againft Satan’s tempta-
tionsy 1. Are you-tempted to defpairing thoughts of mercy,
or troubled with perplexing doubts and fears? Then remem-
ber the {eal of free love you got in baptifm. Chuift himfelf
was tempted after his baptifm, to doubt of his filiation and
fonthip ; but gave Satan a peremptory repule ; teaching us
thereby to do the fame. Luther faith, that all his anfwer to .
the devil, when he tempted him to defpair, was, bapirizatus
fumy et creds in Chriftum, 1 am baptized into the belief- of
Chrift. 2. Are you at any time tempted to-fin? Then
r¢member your bapiifm;  Luther alfo tells of 2 hicly virgin,
~ that when fhe was tempted to fin, replied, baptizata fum, ¥
am baptized,’ Angd indeed this is a fufficient anfwer tv all
Satan’s temptations, * I am baptized and dedicate folemnly
“ to God; I am not.my own but the Lords; I.am {wern -
¢ to Chrift, and how fhall I ferve the devil?* = Profanity mn
a Chriftian is apoftacy from Chrift, and on-the matter a re-
nouncing of his baptifm, which is a fearful, nay, a devilifh fin.
8. Improve it as an argument to courage and refolution in
time of danger. or perfecution. Stedfaftly adhere to the doc-
trine of the Trinity, in whofe name you are baptized ; ‘be not
athamed of Chrift or his truths, feeing his name is called upon
you, and you folemnly owned him before the whole congre-
gation. ¢ FHe that is athamed of me (faith Chrift) and of my
““ words, 1n this finful and adulterous generation, of him
“ alfo thall the Son.of-man be athamed, whén he cometh in
¢ the glory of his Father, with the holy angels, Mark viii, 38.”
Dionyfia, encouraged Majoricus her fon, an African martyr,
when he was going to die, with thefe words, ¢ Remember,

¢ fon, that thou was baptized .in the name of the Father,
“ Son, and Holy Ghoft.” = -
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ch[z‘l Do not traft to your baptifn, and your having the
name of  Chiift called upon you : an empty name and profeflion
~of Chriftianity will not {ave you; Simon Magus was baptized,
‘and yet perithed: many go with baptifmal water on their faces,
and facramental bread in their mouths to hell at laft. Kings
have both their common'and privy feals. Reft not in the out-
ward feal, but feek=he inward feal of God’s Spirit, changi ging -
your natures, and app lymg the blood of Chrift for cleanﬁng

your {ouls.

Q. Why may not baptifin be adwinifired to a perfon oftner
than once, ar well as the Lord’s Sfupper ?

A: 1. Itis not commanded to be reiterated, as the Lord’s
fupper is, 1 Cor. xi. 26.

2. Circumcifion under the Old Teﬁament was not rei-
terated.

3. The naturé-of this facrament doth not requlre or allow
of repetition’: for as the Lord’s fupper is for nutrition, this is
for initiation and implantation. _ This 1s the facrament of our
new birth, .and admiffion into the church . now as we can be
but once new born, and once entered into ‘the church; fo we
are no oftner to be baptized, Tit. iii. 5.

Q. Wherein doth the- two _/Ewcmmmt; qf Mbty' n and the
Lord’s [upper agree s -

A. In thele things, 1. They have both the fame author,
Jefus Chrift. 2. They are both feals of the fame covenant.
3. They fignify and feal the fame things, viz. Chrift and his
benefits. 4. They are both to be difpenfed by minifters of the
gofpel, and by none elie. 5. They are both to be continued
in the church till Chrift’s fecond coming, | *

Q_ Wherein then, do thefe Jacraments differ 2 '

'A. In thefe things; 1. Baptilm is to be adminiftred but
once, biit the Lord’s fupper often, * 2. There is but one ele-
ment in the firlt, viz. water, ‘but in the fecond, there are two,
viz. bread and wine. 3." The firft may be adminiftred to in-
fants 3 but the. fecond, only to.thofe that are of years, and’
capable to examine themfelves. 4. The firft doth fignify
our regeneration and admiffion into the church: but the fecond
doth reprefcnt Chrilt as our fpirirual nounfhment, and fealeth
our continuance and gromh in 'him. ~ Baptifm is the door of
Clmﬂ houﬁe, by, which we muit enter ;- but the Lord’s fup-
per is:the table, at WhICh the children mult feed, and receive
1rength
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R Coec'eming the LORD’S SUPPER.

Fy

Q_eﬂ' WHA Tu the Lard’.r fupper? "
A, The Lord’s fupper is a facrament of the New Tefta-

ment ; . wherein by giving and receiving bread and wine, ac-
cording to Chrift’s appointment, Lis death is fhewed forth ;
and the worthy receivers are not: after a corporal or carnal
manner, but by faith made partakers of his body and blood,
with all his beneﬁts, to ¢hetr {piritual nourifhment and gmmh
in grace: to the confirming of their union and communion
with Chrift, renewing of their covenant with God, and their
thankfulvefs to him ; and their mutual love to, and fellowthip
onc with another, as members of the {ame myftical body,
Matth. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 2 Cor. XL, 25, 24, 2§y 20, I Cor.
X. 16, 17,
W bo is the author of this _/E:cmmmz‘ ?

A The Lord Jefus Chrift, who is tlie glorious King and
head of his church to whom alorie it appertains to inftitute
~ her ordinances.

Q. What may we learn from its being C/Srgﬂ’ ordinance ?-
A, That we ought therefore to have a fpeela.l regard to it,

and beware of either neglecting or abufing it,.

Q- When did- Chrifs inflitute this ordinance ?

A. In the fame night wherein he was betrayed and 1m-
mediately after he and his chﬁ:ip]es had eaten’ the ]em{h paf-
fover. .

Q. Was not tbm‘ a ver y remaréa[:/e ﬂml £2

A. Yes, 1t_was a night ever to be had in remembrance,
being the laft nlght before Chrift’s d(':'ﬂ.t]], the night wherein
he began his bitter agonies, and {wate the bloody fweat for usy
a mght wherein he faw heaven,. earth,’ and hell, even JuPace,
men, and devils, all drawn up in battle-array ag'nn(t hiim.

Q. Why did ke inflitute this [facrament at fuch a iime ? -

A. Tor thele reafons; 1. Becaufe  this ordinance was to
commemorate his death, and fo it was very fit to dPPOIRt it
when he was going to dle- X -

. To encourage and ﬁrengthen the hearts of liis drooping
dlfClpltE, now when he was about to leave thém (as to hig
bodily prefence). znd ‘they yere to meet with mzny trials.

3. To fhew the great weight and import of this ordinance 3

[ 4
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had it not been a matter of the greatelt concern to ot good
and his glory, it had not taken up the thoughts and care of
our great Redeemer juft when he was going to die, and un-
dergo fuch unfpeakable {ufferings.

4. To lay the greater obhgahon upon us to attend this or-
dinance, and religioufly to oblerve the charge and inftrutions
he gave concerning it : as being the words of a dying man ;
nay, of a dying Saviour, who did more for us that night he
fpoke them, than all the angels of heaven, or relations on earth

could or would have done.
Q. Did not Chriff's matchlefs love to us appmr aonderfully,

in chufing fuch a time to inflitute this ordinance ?
A. Yes; 1. In that he minded and {poke fo much of us,

when his time was fo thort. - 2. That he provided {o carefully

for us, when his danger was fo great.  Which fhews that (il
his people lay neare(t his heart; that he reqarded their intereft
more than his own, and preferred their comtort to his own
{afety : for though he faw all his enemies in a full march a-
pain(t him, and his 2/ at ftake, whence 1t might have {eem’d
high time for him to be providing for his own fafety :- yet he
{pent much of the fhort time he had, in providing a fweet fealt,
and bequeathing rich legacies to his poor people that he was

to ]eave behind him. .
. Why did Chrift inflitute this facrament immediately af-

ter the Feawiflr paffover ?

4. 'To fhew that the paﬂbver was thereby abrogated, and
the Lord’s fupper come in its room.

Q. Are we uot bound to receive this facrament at night, af-
ter Chriff's examiple ? -

A. The circumftances of time, place and company, in the
firt adminiltration, not being effential to the ordinance, were
not intended for our imitation. We are no more required to
recetve 1t at night, than to do it in an upper-room, with but
twelve in company. Moreover, the time was occafioned by the
paflover, that was always eaten at night, and in private fami-
lies: in the room whereof, and: after which, the Lord’s {upper
was to be inftituted. But now when we have numerous af-
{cmblies for religious. worthip, the night would be highly in-
convenient for them. )

Q. What are the zgﬁzq! names and defignations given to this
sriingnce ? _

A. It is called the {acrament of the Lord’s fupper, the

I -
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Lord’s table, the communion, the breaking of bread, the cup
of blefling, the feaft, Chrift’s teftament, the Lucharift, 1 Cor.
xi. 20. I Cor. x. 16. Ads ii. 46. 1 Cor. 5, 8. Luke xxi1.
20.
Q. Wy is it called the facrament ?

4. Iris called fo, by way.of eminency ; and becaule here
we take a molt {olemn oath of fidelity to our Redeemer.

Q. Why isit called the Lord’s fupper?

A. Becaule, 1. It was inflituted when Chrift was eating the
paflover-fupper with his difciples, which was:at night. 2. The
{upper was then accounted the principal -meal of the family.
3. It is ordained only for thefe that dwell in Chrift’s famuly,
‘and abide with him both day and night. :

Q. Whyis it called the Lord’s table ? " '

A. Becaunfe he 1s the author of 1t; yea, he is both the
maker and the matter of this entertainment; the feeder and
the food allo. | c |

Q. Wby is it called the communion ¢

A. Becaufe in the right partaking of this ordinance, we
have communion and fellowfhip _with Chrift, fhare with him
1n the benefits of his death and purchale, and alfo have com-
munion one with another, - |

Q. Why is it called the breaking of bread ?

/. Becaufe in this ordinance, bread 1s broken and made
ufe of, as the outward fymbol and feal of Chrift’s wounded .
and broken ‘body, with all the glorious benefits flowing there-
from. | ’
Q. Wly is it called the cup.of blefing ?

A. Becaufe, 1. Inthe ufing it, weblels God for his free
love to us in Chrift. 2. It contains ofters, and fealeth to us,
in a facramental .way, all the bleflings of the new covenant.

Q. Wiy is it called Chrift's teflament ?

A. Becaufe in this ordinance we "have Chrift’s teftament
and latter-will feal’d, and.a copy of it put into the believer’s
hand, containing the rich legacies he hath leit them.

Q. Whyis it called a feafi ? o

/. Becaufe hereby the believers are richly entertained by
Chrift, have {weet intimacy with him, and great expreflions of
his love; and their {ouls are nourifhed and ftrengthened for
duty. It is both a marriage-feaft and a feaft of commemora-

tion. . _
Q. Wy is it-called the Eucharifl-by the ancients ?

.,..
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A. Tt fipnifies the thankigiving ; becaule, 7. When this
facrament was 1nflituted, 1t both began and ended with the
giving of thanks. 2. Becaufe the great defign of it 1s, to.
keep up the thankful remembrance of Chrift’s death and re-
deeming love. And believers when they partake, fhould
with their whole fouls give thanks to God becaufe he 1s good;
and fing glory to God in the higheft.

Q. Hhat par"f doth the Lord’s fupper confift of ? L

A. Of two Parts ; 1. The outward {enfibie figns. 2. The
fpmmdl and ‘hewmlv t]ums thereby fignified.

Q. What are the ﬁ’:}’fﬂe \/fg;z.r ﬂmr’c' e of in this [fucra-
mc;zf 4

A. They are of three forts; 1. Sacramental elements.
2. Sacramental aicns. 3. Sacramental words.

Q. What are the ﬁzcr:me;zia/ elements here made ufe of ?

A. Bread and wine.

Q. What are the things ﬁg}.—:{ﬁ&d and rf]rrzﬁzzz'ed by them ?

A. The body and blood of Chnit, with 2ll the benefits
and bleffings flowing therefrom.

Q. What isite ﬂecq[]ff y of two clements or figns in' this ﬁzn
crament, bread and wvine both, might not one fuffce ?

A. The Lord hath thonght f 1t to ordain them both to be
- ufed ; and for thefe reafons; 1. To fhew us the fitnefs and:
certainty of his covenant, and to ftrengthen his peoples faith
the more in the belief of its promifes. Why hath he-annexed
two feals or facraments to his covenant, but chiefly for this
end. And why hath he inftituted a two-fold fign in this fa~
crament, but for the fame defign.  What Jofeph Taid of Pha-
raoh’s dream, 1s moft applicable here, Cen. hh 32. ¢ The
¢ dream is doubled to. Pharaoh ,twice,. becaufe the thing is:
¢ eftablifhed of God, and God w1ll fhortly bring it to pafs
In hike manner, O believer, you may perceive here, by the.
doubling of -the fign, that the mercies and bleffings fealed 10
thlS facrament, are firmly eftablithed to you, they are even

¢ the fure mercies of David,” and God wzll fhortly beftow:
them upon you.

2. Thele-two figns are both appointed, becaule of the un-.
belief, and harduefs of ourhearts.  It'isafad truth of us all,.
what Chn& faid to the two difciples going to Emmaus, Luke.
x*{xv '25. ¢ O fools, and flow of heart to believe what the-

‘ prophets have fpoken.” Nay, we are flow to believe even.
that which Chrift, the great prophet himf{elf hath fpoken, . when.

F2
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he came in our nature to teach us. _And therefore, for cur-
ing of this plague, the Lord gives us one {ign after another,
as he did to the hard-hearted and unbelieving Ifraelites in
Eaypt, when he {ent Mofes to deliver them: to convince
them the more of his truth and faithfulnefs, he gave Mofes
two fipns to fhew them; and faith to him, Exod. iv. 8.
¢ And 1t fhall come to pafs, if they will not believe, nor
¢ hearken to the voice of the firfl fign,’ they will believe the
‘ yoice of the latter hon.” - |

2. Both thele figns are appointed here, that we may have
a more full and diftin& reprefentation of Chnft’s death and
{atferings 3 and may be helped to be the more diftin& in our
meditations and adts of faith upon this wounded and bleeding
Doviour. - | “ '

4. To fhew us the plentuful redemption that we have in
Jefus Chrift.  That there is in him ot only fufliciency, but
oMl fulnels and sbundance.  That he hath fwitable fupplies tfor
our neceflities, and complete nourifhment for our ftarving {ouls.
'T'here is here both the bread of life, and wine of confola-
ton. |

. Are not bread and wine too mean things, tobe feals or
Jioni of God’s covenant ? |
A. Aldthough they are but common things in themfelves ;
~yet having the ftamp of divine inftitution, they become highly
valuable, in refpe& of their fignification apd ends. A {mull
piece of wax or lead is of little worth in itlelf; yet when ap-
pended to a charter by authority, it ferves to give or confirm
a right and title to a great inheritance,  Of the fame ule are
hread and wine in the Lord’s fupper; they are {eals appended
'to God's covenant by divine authority, and ferve to confirn
the believers right to Chrift’s purchafe, pardon of {in, and
cternal life, and {o are highly valuable. Qur gracious Re-
deemer thought fit to chufe for this end, things that were not
coflly or rare, but common and eafy to be had (though moft
afeflul in themitlves to human life) becaufe he would not be
burthenfome to his people with any of his ordinances.

Q. Why bath Chrif? chofen bread to reprefent bis body ?

A. Becaufe of the refemblance betwixt bread and Chrift’s
bieffed body, in thele things; 1. DBread ere it be fit to.nou-
vifh us, muft be ficlt fown, and die in the earth; fo Chrift’s
body behoved to die, and be buried s the carth, i order

teed and nourifi our {ouls.

-
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2. Bread muft be prepared by threfhing, bruifing,*and:
grinding in the mill, and baking 1n the oven; {o Chnlft, that:
he m:ght be a fit Saviour to us, was content to be blulfed be-
twixt the millftones of Ged’s juftice and our fins, and to be:
{corched 1o the oven of his Father’s wrath.

3. Bread thus prepared, is moft excellent and ufeful for
nourifhing and {trengthening our bodies; yea, it is the moft
neceflary thing in the world, none can live without 1t hence:
it is oft called the {taff of bread, as being the {upport of hu-
man life. So- Chrift’s broken body 15 a moft excellent and
neceflary means provided by God, for preferving our foul’s:
lives ; without which we would eternally perifh.

4. Bread is moft pleafant, as it doth refrefh, {trengthen
and farisfy our hungry bodies ; and hence it is called bread
- that ftrengtheneth man’s heart,” Pfal. civ.  So Jefus Chrifk:
and his broken body is- moft precious;. pleafant, and fatisfying
to a {enfible needy finner. The hungry believing foul wﬂl
highly prize this food, tho’ others, who are full, and infen-
fible of their wants, do loath.and defpife it..

5. Bread mult be broken,. eaten,.and received.into the flo-
mach, before it can be of any ufe to the health and’advantage
of our bodies ; fo Chrift’s bod muft be. broken, received,
and fed upon by faith, ere it can be of ufe to the fpiritual health,.
and advantage of our fouls in this facrament..

6. Bread, thus received and eaten, becomes.one with our
bodies ; {o we by a believing partaking of Chrift’s broken bo-
dy, become one with him, John.vi. 56,

Q. Why hath Chrift made choice of wine ta reprefent: i
blood in this facrament ¥ |

A. Becaufe of the refemblance Betwixt wine and his precie
ous blood, in-the following particulars ;. '

1. Wine,in order to prépare it.for our ufe, muft be. queezed
out of the grape,. which-for thatend is ciufh’d and’ bruifed in:
the wine-prels ; fo our blefled. Saviour was cruthed in the
wine-prefs of his.Father’s juftice, till the precious juice of his
facred body did'gufhi out, forthe faving of our fouls. Nonecould.
afford our perifhing fouls tlus:emedy, but Chrift alone:- Hence:
he faithi, Ta. Ixiil. 3, "¢ I bave troddén the wine prefs alones.
and.of the people there- was none with'me.’

2, Wine doth refrefh and cheer the heart of - man, Plal. civ;-

{o.Chrift’s blood doth much more cheer and refieth the foul-
k3
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?f a humble penitent {innér, that makes application of it by
aith.,

~..3: -Wine doth warm the cold heart: muck more doth
Chirift’s blood warm the cold affedtions with the heat of di-
vine love.

4. Wine is ufeful to animate and encourage the fuint-
tiearted : much more doth Chrift’s blood revive and eni-
“bolden the poor drooping and difconfolate foul. - It heartens
Him to go with a holy boldnefs to the throne of grace ; yea,
to ¢ walk through the vaﬂey of the fhadow of death and fear
¢ no ifl.”

. 5. Wine is good for medicine : it cleanfes and cures ; fo
the blood of Chrift is the mioft medicinal thing in the world ;
for it cleanfes and curés the putrifying’ wounds of thé foul
1 Johii i. 7. Tfa. liii. ¢.

0. Wme, however excellent i itfelf, can bé of no ufe to us,
tinlefs it be drank and applied ; fo Chrift’s blood, {thoigh the
toft {fovereign thlng in the whole world for our perithing
fouls) will do u$ no fervice, if it be not recéwed and apphed
by our faith,

86 much for the Sacramental ]:Iements s et us corie next
‘ to the Sacramental Adons.

Q. What are the ontward _/Ercmmental ac.‘?:am in the Lord’s-
upper ?
fPP A. They are twe-fold, fome on the part of the admini-
fhrator ; s and fome on-the part of the téceivérs. |

Q_ What are thefe alions on the adminiftrator’s part ?

A. They e four ; ags may be {een in Chnift’s example :

r. He took" bréad.- 2. He blefled the bread- and wine.
3. He brake the bread. 4. He gavé both of them to his
~ difciples.

Q. What is [ g:zy?ed by the minifler’s taking of bread ?
A. Tt fignifies- God the Father his chufing and taking

Chrift among mén, to bea furety and facrifice for loft finners,
and his laymg wpon him as fuch, the whole fins of the eled,
John iii. 16, Ifa. hui. 6. 2 Cor. v, 21.
Q. What is fignified by the bleff ing of the bread aﬁd aise 2
4. Tt fignifies thefe thmgs 3 1. The confecrating and fet-
“ting apart of the bread and wme, from a comnion, to an holy
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and facramental ufe ; and dit by folemn prayer for a blefing
from heaven upon them.

2. This bleffing being alfo expreffed by the giving of thanks,
it fignifies a folemn thank{giving to God for his aftonifhing
grace and mercy to loft finners in giving them a Saviour and
furety ; and alfo for his giving them this bleffed ordinance for
conveying and fealing Chrift’s glorious purchafe to them.

3. This bleﬂing being of the fame import with conlecrating
or fan&ifying, it fignifies God’s fending his Son into the world,
fan@tified, bleffed and furnithed with all gifts and graces need-
ful for the difcharge of his miediatory ofﬁces, and for anfwer-
ing of his people $ exigencies.

Q. What is f sgnified by the breaking of the 5read in this fa-

::'mmem‘ 2

A, Tt fignifies the breaking and woundlng of Chrift’s body,
and the bruifing of his foul for ele& finners, in order to fa-
tisfy God’s juftice, pacify divine wrath, and purchafe falvation
for them:.  And that now the whole work of man’s redempi-
tion 15 compleated by Chnift’s death, which is here reprefentéd
by thefe elements and figns.

GL Is the breaking of tﬁe bi md a neéeffary or cﬁm‘zal altion
in this facrament ?

A. Yes; it being mfhtuted by Chrift, and pra&tifed by his
apoftles, with defign to teéach us the neceflity of Chrift’s
death, and thaf an unbroken Chrift could not profit finners.
Arnd confequently we may infer, that Paplﬁs and others,
who-difpenfe the facramient with an unbroken wafer, do egre-
gioufly fwerve from the mﬂltutlon, and mar their ﬁ)uls pros
fiting by this ordinance.

Q{ What is fignified by the fourth ﬁ:cmmeﬂml m‘i’zarz, viZ.
Chriff’s giving the broken bréad, and the poured out wine 16 his
difciples : and the minifler’s doing this after his example ?

A. It fignifies thefe things; 1. God’s gracious and free
offermg of his Son, and Chrift’s offering of himfelf to be ours,
with all his parchafe, upon our behevmg

2dly, God’s actual making i over, giving, and fealing Chrift
and all the benefits of the new covenant to the worthy re-
ceivers. For as truly as bread and wine are put into their

hands, a.ud given them to be their own, and difpofed of for
their ufe fo as truly 1s Chrift and all the beneﬁts of the co-
venant made overy: given and fealed to them, to be their in-
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heritance and -portion, and to be by them freely enjoyed and
pofiefled as their own.

- 3dly, It fignifies God’s offering and giving Chrift hlly to
us.” For as he gives -us not only the bread, but the wine alfo,
that we may have complete entertainment : {o he makes over
and *gives a full and complete Saviour to believing communi-
cants. e gives Chrift and all Chrift to them ; and all that
1s in him, all his offices, all his benefits, and all his pronifes.
There is no proniife referved, no bleflings excepted, or kept
back ; all is tht‘:‘ll‘s, 1 Cor, 1il. 21, 22.

41/:[ It fignifies God’s makmg a gratuitous donafion and
. afree gift of Chrift and all his purchafe, to believing commu.
picants. For as the facramental bread and ‘wine are given
freely by the miniftertothe communicants, without requiring any
price or geod deed for them; fo Chrift and all his purchafe
are made over and  given to believers in a way of the freelt
grace, without any worth or defert of theirs, or any thing done
by them for which they are beftowed, Ifa. lv. 1. Rev. xxii..
17
52‘5{;, Thhe breaking, divlding, and diﬁributing thefe ele-
ments among all the communicants, do fignify that Jefus.
- Chrift is really, though invifibly prefent, dealing forth the
effects and benefits of his death and fufferings to ail the wor-
thy communicants, young and old, poor and-tich, without ex-
ception of any, He'is a moft knowing and. faithful fteward
in his Father’s houfe, who will not pﬂfs by the meaneft of the

family.

(L What is f nified by the pouring out of the awine in the
cup?
A. Chrift’s fuffering and .pouring out his blood moﬂ freely

and plentifully to wafh and fave his people from their ﬁns,
even as freely as the wine in. the facrament is poured out to-

them. Hence it is faid, Ifa. It 12. ¢ He poured out his.
¢ foul unto death.” i. e. he gave his life and foul fo freely and:
willingly for us, as we pour out water out of a. veffel.
Q. After what manner are the elements to.be given fo the
communicants 2 Is the bread to be put into their mouths; or the.

cup into each of their bands by the miniflers 2
4. No; this is not agreeable to Chrift’s pradice in the

firlt inf’citution,‘ nor with th_e table-pofture then in ufe, which.
he kept with his difciples in time of the ation ; fpeaking to
them (at the giving- of the elements) in the plural number;.
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¢ take ye, eat ye, drink ye all of it,” 'which import his giving
the elements to thofe that fat next him, to be handed about
from one to another; for had he given them to every particu-
lar man, he would have faid, take thou. - Befides, this prac-
tile of our Saviour. with his difciples {uits beft with that fami-
liar way of fealting common among people. that are come to
age and the ufe of their reafon. And the communicants tak-
ing the elements into their own hands, doth carry fome re-
{emblance of the free and deliberate confent of faith, requifite
in our receiving of Chrift'in the facrament, John i. 12.

Q.- What are the sutward facramental allions, on the part
of the communicant ? . . |

4. They are thefe; 1." Their taking the bread, and the
cup into their hands. 2. Their eating the bread, and drink-
ing the wine.* 3. Their dividing the elements among them-
felves and giving to oné another. 4. Their doing all this fit-
ting in a feafting pofture. | |

Q. What is fignified by the communicants taking the bread
and cup iy their hands ? | -

A. Their checrful firetching forth of the hand of faith to
accept of a crucified Chrift for their Saviour with all his bene-
fits, as offered to them in the gofpel: and the foul’s hearty
compliance with the gracious terms of that offer.

Q. What is fignified by our receiving of both the elements ?

- A. Our taking, and receiving Chrift wholly; as he is held
forth and offered unto us in ‘the gofpel, without making ex-
ception of any of his offices or demands. We profefs hereby
that we are fatisfied to take Chrift as he is, his perfon, his of-
fices, his benefits, promifes, and all that is in him : That we
are content with his laws, as well as his love ; his precepts,
as well as his promifes ; and his crofs as well as his crown.

Q. Have communicants™a right to the cup as well as the
bread ? *

A. Yes certainly they have, conform to our Saviour’s infti-
tution and pattern, and his apoftles pra@ice, which we have
platnly recorded, Mat. xxvi. 26, 27, 28, 29. 1 Cor. x1. 24,
25. And if one of the facramental figns were wanting, be-
lievers would not have a full reprefentation of their Redeem-
er’s fufferings, nor a complete feaft for their rourifhment and

{trength, |
Q. Are not Papifls much to blame theny in taking the cup

Fl bl

Srom ik people 2
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A. Mof¥ certainly they are; for as they do a great injury
to thie people, {o they are guilty of the greateft facrilege before
God, and rebellion againft his authority, who inftitated this
facred ordinance. For by the inftitution, the people have as
good right to the- cup, as to the bread. Nay, our Saviour (as
it were ) forefeeinig the Papifts encroachment in this particulary
is- more exprefs in his injunétion concerning the cup than the
bread ; in thefe words, ¢ drink yeall ofit.” Alfo their obe-
dience to this injunction, is more expreflly recorded than with
. refped to the bread, in thefe words, ¢ and'they all drank of
. 1t3” compare Mat. xxvi. 29, with Mark xiv. 23. )

Q. What is fignified by the communicants eating the bread
and drinking the wine ? | ' ;

A. In general, it fignifies our making clofe and particolar
application by faith, of Chrift and all his benefits unto- our
fouls and: their various neceflities and exigencies, éach of us
faying of Chrifl in a believing manner, with Thomas, John
xx. 28. ¢ My Lord and my God.”- But niore particularly,
thele actions of eating and drinking in the facrament do fignify;
1. Our near union with Chrift. For as; by eating and drink-
ing, the bread and the wine enter our bodies,. become ours,
and turn one with us; fo by our receiving and applying Chuift’s
broken body and fhed-blood in the facranient by-faith, - Chrift
1s myftically united to us, he is made one with us, and we one
with him. -All that he hath, his blood, and all the purchafe-
of it, his merits, grdces, influences, riches, &c. all are ours.

2dly, 'They fignify the great fatisfaction and complacency,
which the-believer hath in partaking of Chrift and his bene-
fits. For as eating and drinking are attions very gratifying
and pleafant to the body; fo our tafting and partaking of
Chrift’s dainties in the facrament, is mofl pleafant to the hun-
gry foul, .- 7

3dly, They fignify the ftrength and increafe of grace, which
the believer receives by this ordinance. For as, by our eat-
ing and drinking of earthly food, our bodies are increafed and
ftrengthened for labour ; fo by this fjiritual food; our graces,
are increaled, and fouls frengthened, for the duties of reli-
gion. | - d L
Laflly, Thefe facramental a&ions denote the matunal giving,
and taking {eifing and infefrment betwixt Chrift and the bes
heving communicant. - As by the giving and receiving earth
and {tone among men, infeftment is. given and taken. of a field
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or heritage; Jo by the giving.and receiving of bread and wine
in a facramental way, believers get nfeftment of Chrift and
his purchale as their own 1nheritance ; and alfo.Chrift hereby
takes infeftment of them, both foul and :body, as his.people
and portion, his fervants and foldiers, to obey him and fight
for him all the days of their dives. Likewife by thefe facred
,fymbols, he takes poflefhon of their {ouls and bodies as his
temples, folemnly confecrated to him for his fervice and -re-
fidence. - .
Why [fhould communicants divide the clements among
themfelves, and give to one apother ? ‘

A, 1. That they may the more clofely imitate the practice .
of Chrift and his difciples, in partaking of the paffover and
the Lord’s {upper, Luke xxii. 17. Mat. xxvi. 26, 27. |

2dly, That they may teftify their mutual Chriftian love and
union among them{elves, and their communion and fellowfhip
one with another, 1 Cor. x. 10, .17, | _

Q. What fhould be the bodily pofiure of communicants ip
time of recerving:? |

A. It ought to be a feafting pofture, or fuch a table-gefture
as is ordinary at fealls in the place of the world where we
live ; and that is fiting. And this we have authorized by
the example of Chrift and his apoftles at the firft infticution,
Mat. xxvi. 20, 26. Luke xxii. 14. John xiv. 31. I grant
~ indeed they fat-leaning, yet {till that pofture 1s termed a fit-
ting as-in the forecited texts. =~ Befides, that was the ordinary
table-pofture then n-ufe among the Jews ; which clearly war-
rants us to ufe that pofture which is.ordinary among us.
This alfo is proper to fignify that holy familiarity, which
Chrift allows his people with himfelf at this ordinance ; for 1t
i3 a blefled love-fealt, wherein he treats his people as his
friends and intimates. - :

Q. But may it not be thought prefumptiony or want of due
reverenice in finful many to adventure to fit at Chrifl’s foly
tible ? C

A. 1. It is far greater prefumption in finful man to think
to amend or alter Chrift’s wife and holy inftitution to the
better ; or to pretend to be wifer, holier, or humbler than the
apofiles and primitive church who ufed this pofture ; or to ac-
cufe them of indecency and 1rreverence, _

2dly, It is no prefumption to {inful men to receive that ho-
nour which their Lord and Saviour puts upon them: or to ufe
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that holy familiarity with him, which he allows them: for the

difciples were finful men as well as others, and yet they fa
wicth their Lord and mafter, at the fir{t communion, and con-

tinued afterwards fo to do.
Q.. Why may not the reverend and bumble pofure of kneeling

be admitted at the Lord’s table ?
A. It cannot, becaufe of the reafons above-mentioned ;

for we muft not be wife above what 1s written, or think to
pleafe God*by our 1nventions.in his 1::01'fh1pP

24ly, It is of a Popifh original, for Pope Honorious the
fecond was the firft that ordained this pofture of kascling, in
the beginning of the thirteenth century  and that as a native
confequence of the doétrine of tranfub{tantiation, which had

been decreed fome time before, by his predeceflor. Pope In-
nocent the third, And we ought not to fymbolize with Pa-

piits 1 their errors.

3dly, There is too much ground to fufpe& this pr a&lce of
idolatry, or having a tendency that way. For, 1. The Pa-
pifts by this pofture, -do profefledly worfhip the facramental
bread, believing it to be Chrift’s real body ; and plainly fay,
that if they believed not this, they would neither worfhip i,
~ mor kneel in receiving it. . 2dfy, Our kneeling before the ele-
ments, and that out of reverence and refpect to them, in an a&

of worfhipping God or Chrift, feems to {ay, that we worfhip
God or Chrifl in or by the ufe of them : now thefe elements

being confecrated creatures, of purpole placed before us, to be

~an 1mage and reprefentation of Chrift to us, 1t hath too great
appearance of evil, to ufe an outward pofture of adoration be-

fore them : efpemaJv {eeing, this 15 not done 1n the other {a-

crament, viz. that of bd})tlﬁ'ﬂ
Q. -Ds not many awhe ufe this pafl'w, , profefs they have o
defign of aworfhipping the bread as the Papifis do, and confe-

guently are not -to be fufpelled of idolatry 2
A. 1. Though they have no fuch defign, yet {uill they do

a thing that hath a dangerous tendency, and an appearance of
evil, which we are exprefly commanded to fhun.
2. A good mtention will not excule an 1dolatrous a&ion ;

the Ifraelites prctended not to worfhip the golden calf, but
Jehovab before it, and yet that did nor excufe their fin,

¥
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Comerniﬁg the Sacramrentala WO R DS |

Quelt. ARE not. the facramental clements, altions, and
nvords to be reckoned all three togethery as the outward fenfible
fians in this ordinance, for exhibiting, fealing, and applying
Chrift and his benefits to worthy communicants ?

A Yes. . - |

Q. Is there any difference betavixt them ?

A. Though they all be very fignificant and inftruétive to us
in partaking, yet they {eem to differ in this; that the facra-
mental elements mainly hold forth the {piritual matter and fub-
ftance which we partake of ; the facramental adions ferve as

‘a rule or example to regulate our pradtice in it: and the fa-
cramental words point forth the dodrine, nfes, and ends of
the ordinance, o B .- |

Q.. What are the facramental aords chiefly to be ufed in dif=
penfing and diflributing. the elements in this Jacrament ? .

A. Thefe words which Chrift fpoke at the firft inftitation?

Q. What were the words wbhich Ghrift fpoke ? |

4. He {poke {omething concerning the bread, fomething
_concerning the wine, and fomething concerning the whole -
crament, - - . -

Q. What did Chrifl [peak with rofpe to thebread ?

A. He faid, 1. Something by way of command, viz.
¢ Take, eat, this do 1n remembrance of me.’ |

2dly, Something by way of explication, viz. < This is my
¢ body which 1s broken for you, 1 Cor. xi. 24. -

Q. What did Chrifl [peak concerning the-avine?

A. He {aid likewife, 1. Something by way of command,
viz. ¢ Drink-ye all of it, this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re-
membrance of me,” Mat. xxvi. 27. 1 Cor. xi. 22,

2dly, Something by way ofexplication, viz. ¢this cupis
¢ the New Teftament in my blood, which is fhed for many
¢ for the rermilion of fins,’ Matth. xxvi. 28, Luke xxii. 20.

Q. What [pake Chrifi with refpet to the avhole facrament ?

. He faid, by way of argument to enforce it, ¢ for as often
* as ye eat-this-bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew forth
¢ the Liord’s death till he come.’ 1 Cor. xi. 26. .He likewife:
added on this occafion, ¢ I will not drink henceforth of this

e,
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¢ fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with
¢ you in my Father’s kingdom,” Mat. xxvi. 29.
Q. . bat is the import of thefe avords concerning the bread,

Take, eat?
A, It is, as if Chrift had faid, receive and make ufe of this

. broken bread, as a fi ign and. {eal of my broken body, with all

‘its benéfits. As ye take the bread out of my hand, and by
eating receive It into your {tomachs ; fo accept of a Saviour as
he is offered unto you, receive the atonement, approve of it,
and confent to it ; come up to the gracious terms on which
Chrift and his benefits are propofed to you, accept of his grace,
and fubmit to his government.

Q. What fhould awe think wpon, awhen we Fear thefe awords ?
A. We fhould think upen the infinite free love of God in

giving his Son, and of Clirift in giving himfelf to fuch poor
wretches as weare.  Yea, we fhould 1n-a contemplative and
believing way, think we fee Chrift (as it were perfonally} at
the head of the table, making offer of himfelf to us in the
freelt manner, {aying, take me and the whole purchafe of my
death and {ufferings; take my {ealed teftament, and all the {e-
gacies in it; take a fealed P’H‘dﬂn of all your fins, and a fealed

right to eternal life. |
Q_ In what manner are we to take Chrifl and bis benefits

in this facrament 2

A. We ate to take Chrift and all the bleflings of his cove-
nant in the following manner. 1. Sincerely ard honeftly,
without all diffimulation of hypoerify, which is a thing moft

Thateful to'God.
- 2dly, Intirely; fully, and without exceptlon of any thmg

required of you.

3dly, With clofe and partlcular application, faymg, y ’\'Iy
¢ Lovd, and my God’.
i 4ﬂ~1), With thankfulnefs and pralfe, fHrring up your fou]s,
and all that is within you to blefs his holy. rame.  Blefs God
for fuch a plorious furety, fuch a rich purchafe, fuch a free
covenant, and fuch fuitable promifes. .

s¢hly, With humility and felf-denial, reckoning yourfelves
unworthy of the lealt crumb from his table, renouncing all con-
fidence in your preparations, humiliations, or gualications of
.any fort, ﬁymg, ¢ In theé Lord only have 1 right sufaefs and

4 ftrength.)’
- Laflly, We ought to take Chnﬂ and his purihafe in the fas
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crament with full affurance of faith; looking on the facramen-

tal bread as the Lord’s feal and pledge of our intereft in, and

title to all the bleflings of the covenant : and taking this bread

2s a fure fign and token: from Chrift, that his body was broken.
for us; pelieving that Chrift and all the blefings of the cove--
nant, and purchale of his death, are herewith given to us, as

really as Chrilt gives the bread 1ato our hands.

Q. What is the meaning of thefz avords, this is my body
broken for you? |

4. The meaning is, this broken bread 1s my body fpiritu-
ally and {acramentally, or, it fignifies and reprefents my body:;.
and 1s a vifible fign and token of my body its being broken,.
bruifed and crucified ; yea, crucified for you, ¢ O worthy com--
¢ municant, cven wounded for your tranfgreflions, and bruifed’.
‘ for your in:quities.” . .

Q. Do-ave niot partake of Chriff's body and blesd in the fa--
cramenty afier a corporal or a carnal mannery or by the mouth
of the body? =~ : |

A. No; we only do it fpiritually by faith, which is the

outh of the foul. - . | *

Q.. Is not Chrift really prefent in the facrament ; and’ are
st believers faid to be partakers of Chrifi ?

4. Though Chrift is not bodily. prefent, yet he is really
and truly prefent in a {piriteal and invifible manner, He is
prefent by his God-head, and by his Spirit. He'is prefent by
is power and’ efficacy, communicating and applying the vir-
tue and benefits of his death: and thus-we are really made
partakers of Chrift in this ordinance. We partake of the fun,,
when we have its beams of light and heat daried down. upon.
us, altho’ we have not the bulk.and body of the fun put into
our hands : fo we partake of Chrift in the facrament, when we
fhare of his grace,-and the blefled fruits of his broken body,,
though we do. not adtually eat his flefi with our mouths.

Q. Are not the bread and wine, by the words of confecration:
tranfusflantiate, and really. turned into the body and blood of
Chrifl, as'the Papifts do maintain 2. SRS

A. No ; the opinion is moft falfe and abfurd; in regard ;.

I. It s deftrulive.of the very natpre and end.of a facra- -
ment, which is to fignify and commemocrate an. abfent Chrift ;.
for according to. this optnion -he would be corporally prefent,.
and fo-there would. be no.difference. betwixt. the bgns- and:
things fgnified. .
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2dly, It 1s allo deftru@ive of the nature of Chrift’s body ;
tor, according to this opinion, it would not be a true human
body, ¢ in all things like unto his brethren,” Heb. it. 17. If
it could neither be feen- or felt, or could be contra@ed into
the bounds of a imall bit of bread. - o

3dly, It 1s exprefsly contrary to the feriptures; which call
the elements after their confecration, {till bread and wine, as
formerly 5 Mat. xxvi. 29, 1 Cor. x, 1,6. yea many times over,
1 Cor. x1. 26, 27, 28. Again,_thé fcriptures inform us, that
when Chrift firft adminiftred this facrament, his body was en-
tire, and his blood in his veins; and that the fame body after-
wards went forth and {wate blood in the garden, was cruci-
fied, buried and rofe again, appeared alive to many witnefles,
and at length really afcended up into heaven, wheére he'flill
continues 3 and his body muft remaia there ull his coming at
the laft day; and fo, it neither was, nor can be corporally
eaten in the facrament, Mat. xxvi. 26, 27. 1 Cor. xv. 4, 5,
0. Ads 1. 9, 10, 11. A&s i 21. 1 Thefl iv. 16, Heb.
Vil 4. | -
 4¢hly, Tt is contrary to fenfe and reafon ; forit'is moft ob-
vious to us, that the bread and wine after confecration are the
fame in fubftance what they were: we {ee, feel, talte, and
finell them to be real bread and wine ftill : they retain both
their quantities and qualities 3 they hqe the length, thicknefs,
breadth, colour; talte and {mell of bread and winé. Reafon
alfo tells us that the {fame body cannot be at’ the {ame time
both glonfied 1o Leaven, and broken-and eaten upon the earth.
That Chrift’s body could net be entire, living, fitting at the
table and {peaking with his difciples.; and yet at the fame time
broken, dead, lying on the tablc, and eaten by his difciples ;
yea, and by himfelf alfo. | :

LY

Befides thefe, many other monftrous abfurdities and-con-
traditions do follow upon the dofrine of tranfubftantiation.

Q. What are the other abfurditics of this dofirine ?
A. 1. Tt would follow hence, that either Chrift behoved

to have many thoufand bodics, which would be monftrous ;
or that the {fame one whole body of Chrift can be 1z many
thoufand places at' the fame time : both whereof are equally
~ abfurd. o o o T n
- 2dly, It deftroys the -teftimony of -our fenfes in all other
cafes ; fo that the being or power of God cannot be proven by
the works of creation, which is contrary to the apoltle’s doc-

L.
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trine, Rom. 1. z0. Nor can the truth of Chrift’s refurrection.
be proven from the teftimony of the witnefles, or from their
{ceing, feeling and hearing, which is contrary to Luke1. 1, 2.
r-Cor. xv. §, 6, 7. 1. John:i. 1. According to this doctrine,.
there was no ftrength in the.argument which Chrift:ufed to:
prove the verity. of his refurreétion, when he appealed to the
{enfes of his difciples; bidding them. ¢ handle him and {ee,.
¢ behold his. hands and feet, and thruft the hand into his.
¢ fide,- Luke xxiv. 30,.40. John xx. 27. And-this would.
go far to fhake the truth of. Chriftianity itfelf, which depends.
on.the refurre@ion.of Chrift.. I
.~ adly, This do&rine allows a power to a filly maf$-prief},.
which is not.granted to all the angels in heaven, viz. to make:
his maker and eat.his god :. for. he.worfhips -what he makes, .
and eats what:he worfhips: = “ |

L]

~ 4thly, According hereunto,. Chriit’s glorious body would’
yet be liable to fufferings, fubje to corruption, and obnoxious -
to-be eaten by wicked men, yea, by dogs, rats, -mice; &c...
~ 5thly, It would follow that a minifter could give to a com--
musicant, the thing fignified as. well as.the {igns, which is the
prerogative of.Ged alone. L SRR

6bly,. That.other figurative expreffions in {cripture {hould
alfo be underftood literally ; and fo Chrift would alfo be turned.
really into a door, a.vine, a rock, &c..For he doth as expref--
- {ly call him{elf by thofe names,. as he calls the.bread in the fa--
crament his body. o

Q. 1 there:na-change made at all upon the.clements-at con
fecration?: . T

A, Yés;-but.it is net.a phyfical,. but'a moral change:: -it-
is only.a change as to their ufe and fignification... By.cenfes -
cration they are fet.apart. from common ufe to a facved and?
myf{tical uI)e.. They. are no more for.ordinary .aliment ta the .
body, but become thereby figns: of Chrift, feals ‘of grace,.
pledges.of juftification, and earnefts -of falvation ; .which is not
done by. deftrudtion of their natare; but:by divine defignation. .
As of common wax a valid {eal is made to a charter,.by put--
ting an authoritative ftamp upon it, though it be {till the fame, .
what it was,. as to its fubftance ; {o here the confecrated eles-
ments {hll retain their former nature, and are not Chrift’s real’
body and blood, under the accidents of bread and wiae, as-the-
Papifts moft abfurdly affert.. . o S
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- Q. How then can C}Jrzﬁ’.r words be true, fwbcm be [aith
expre_'[  of the bread, This is my body ?
Thefe words are moft true in a facramental fenfe ; for
-Chrl& fpeaks here in a facramental dialect, and retains the
fame {tyle he had afed fermerly concerning the paffover, Exod.
ki, 13, ¢ Itis the Lord’s paflover.” -Now this cannot be
meant but figuratively ; for c’ertainly the Lamb, or their eat--
mg of it, was not literally the Lord’s gracious d& of paffing
over the Ifraclites houfes, when he canie to deftroy the Egyp-
flans on every fide-of them ; but.a fign or token of his pafling
over them ; and yet he fays exprefly, € Itis the Lord’s paf-
¢ fover.” Thus alfo did he fpeak of the other facrament, viz.
circametifion when he inflituted it, Gen. xvii;' 18." ¢ This is
¢ my covenant.’ Now circumcifion was not literally the co-
venant itfelf, but only a fign and feal of the covenant. ~Alfo
in tbelnﬂltutmn of the Lc)rd’ s Supper, he ufeth the farge fort
of figurative fpeeches ; and if the Papifts will not grant this _.
concerning the bread, when Chrift faid of it, ¢ This-is my
¢ body, yet whether they will ot not, they muft own it,
coricerning the wine, when he faith, ¢ This cup 1s the New
¢ Teltament’.  For here is a two-fold figure; firft, he did
not mean this proPerly or literally of the cup or veflel that
eontained the wine ; for fo the cup cannot be the New Tefta-
ment or covenant of grace, but the wine contained in the cip.
Neither, fecondly, can the wine be properly called the New
Teftament, or covenant itfelf, but only a fign or pledge of it.
So that we fee fuch metonymical and figurative fpeeches, are
-the ordinary facramental language that God in all ages hath
-made ufe of, im infhituting the {eals of his covenant. And
can Papifts give any folid reafon, why fuch fpeeches as thefe,
fhould be taken in a figurative fenfe in one place and mot in
another, when the ca{'e is the fame, and the necefﬁty plainly
equal.

- Q. What is.the meaning of Chriff's. awords carzcemwg the
cup, Dirink ye all of it, and this do ye; as oftas ye drink 1t,
in remembrance of me? -

4. He means thefe things; . To difcover the freenefs of
his grace; and-the ready welcome he gives to all his guefts,
even the meaneft and pooreft of them.

-~ 2dly, To teach us thirflily and affetonately to receive (to-
~ gether with the cup) the precious blood of Chrift, and,by
faith apply it to our {ouls in a p'u'tlcular manAery for the cut-
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ing of all our difeafes, the wa{hmg away all our fins, ‘and the
fu ply of all our wants, *

3d /y, That in the recetving - a.nd drinking of this cup, we
fhould entertain and keep up a frefh and thankfu] remembrance
of Chrilt’s fufferings, and of his dying love in {hedding and of-
fering up his blood as a propitiatory facrifice for our {ms We
fhould remember and think upon, both what he hath done,
what he 1s {till doing, and what he 1s about to do for us.
Qo Why are awe fo exprefsly charged to remember Chrift in
this ordinance ? are awe in any hazard of forgetting him ?
4. Yes; our Saviour knows thit we have worldly hearts;
treacherous memories and fland 1o need of all thefe memo-
randums, t0 keep up the lively remembrance of his love.

Q. What is implied in. remembring of Chrift ? |

4. Tt hath in it, 1. The knowledge of Chn{’c and the
method of redemption through his blood.

2dly, Some precious acquaintance with him, by a work of
grace on-the heart, and clofing with him by faith.

3dly, A believing contemplation of his death and {ufferings.

4¢hly, Such a remembrance as makes deep and fmtable im-
preflions on our fouls.

Q. What obligations lye upon us fo keep u up the rememﬁrame

of Chriff ?
/ A. .Iﬂ Becaufe he is our moft loving friend'; a friend that
remembered us in our low eftate,-and that hath done mare
for us than 2ll the friends of the world could or would have
done,

2dly, Becaufe he is an abfent friend yea, abfent on our
account, and ftill negotiating our affairs at the court of hea-
ven. He conftantly remembers his people, and hath them
fill on his heart, and in his eye. -

adly, Becaufe hé is a friend quickly about to return. He
is {till meditating onit, and faft preparing for it. He
1s hafting to. come again in the clouds to meet his people,
take them home to his palace, and put them in pofleflion of all
his purchafe.

Q. What kindof remembrance of Chrifl ought we lo have iz
receiving the facrament 2 .

A. Not a bare- hiftorical remembrance, for o Judas, Pi-
late and the devils in hell, may remember how théy betrayed
and crucified Chrift on earth; but it 1s.a remembrance with
fuitable impreflions on our fouls. - “



80 A SACRAMENTAL.

- ¥, We muft have an:awful and reverential remembi'ance,\,
-adoring the juftice and holinefs of God, difplayed in the fuf-
ferings-of. Chrift his-dear fon. Ohow vehement]y did he hate-
f1n; that he would not fpare-him when he cried, and was bug

furety for. another ! May not we cry-with the Bethfhemites,.
I Sam. vii 20. © Who is able to {tand before this: holy Lord:

¢ God? . . /

2dly,. It muft be 2 mournful*and hearnbreakmg remem-
brance Ioakmg on 2 {lain Chrift in the‘elements, as.one pier-
ced through- and-crucified- by our fims ; and our: eye fhould
affect our hearts with griefand forrow: for thefe fins that nailed:
and killed the Lord .of life: - 1 |

3dly,: We-malt-have a fin:Joathing- remembrance ;- abhor-
ing with the utmofkt deteftation; our.curfed fins that.made:a.
ftrong-and mighty. Redeemer to {weat blood;.and groan under:
their weight; yea, never parted with him il they brought

Him- to a bitter death.
- 4thly, It mult be an affe&ionate remembrances, The un-

paralleled- love of. Chrift difcovered in the facrament, muft.
not be thought on without. love.. Qur hearts fhould even:
burn with affeftion to him, when we remember the great
floods of wrathi that brake in upon Chrift’s foul, and yét counld.
not drown his love to us.
- sthly, Tt:muft be a thankful remembrance, faylng, O what:
fhall T render to Chrift for undertaking my deliverance, and-
wading through hell to fave me from perithing there for.ever..
O if men and angels would help me to extol his free grace.
and wondrous love: |

6¢hly, Tt muft be a: ﬁdumal:emembr&nce, laying: the whole'k
firefs of our foul’s juftification and falvation upon the death of*
- Chrift ; pleading : 1t with God, . for.anfwering all the accufati--
ons of Sataﬂ, the indiGiments. of the law; and challenges of

our own confciences.. |
Q. What is theimport: qf’ thefe words of Chrif 5 cmcerm;{g*
he cup ; This- cup 15 .the New Teltament in my blood, fhed:

for many for the remiflion of fins 2

A, It 1s-a figurative {peech,. as- I fhewed :before, and the:
plam literal fenfe of 1t'1s, the wine in-this cup; as‘reprefents:

ing the Thedding: of my. blood for your: fins, is a fure fign and

- token to. you, of God’s making. and conﬁrmmg the New Tef

tament, or covenant of grace with you; and of his:fealing all -

the blellings of it unto yoi. O, this cup is a-wifible pledgc.
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to you of that rich covenant with its bleflings, which is brought
about and ratified to you by the fhedding of my blood for fin.

Q. What are the faweet rfgﬂmc‘?zaw -and 7rz;.=d:z‘amm which-
thefe words of Chrifl.do affurd us ? ‘

A. They are many, {uch as thefe; 1. The covenant of .
grace is Chrift’s teftament, wherein all manner of precious le-
gacies are freely bequeathed unto his people. ﬂ ,

24ly, That this teftament is fure, and of undoubted force,
being confitmed by the death of the Teftator, and fe aled with
his blood. -

3dly, That Chnift puts a fealed copy of his teftament i into.
every worthy communicant’s hand, at the Lotd?’ table. - -

4¢hlyy That the covénant of grace, with all its. bleﬂings, 15
purchafed by Jefus Chnﬁ to behevers, by the prme of hlS
blood. _

sthly, That pardon of fin is one of the chmceft Ienames in
Chrift’s teftament, and to be highly valued.

6¢hly, That without the fhedding of blood (even the pre-
cious blood of Chrift, which is the blood of atonemem) there
can be no remiffion of fin. '

nthly, The blood of Chrift cannot be eﬁ'e&ual to any, unlc{'s
it be recéived and applied by the hand of faith.

8¢y, That in order to make a good title to covenant blef- |
fings it is abfolutely needful, that every man for himfelf do take
hold of the covenant, as tendered in the gofpe! ordinances.

othly, 'That the news of .2 covenant rauﬁed and parden,
fealed by the blood of Chrift, is'moft reviving : 'md refrefhmng
to the gailty foul ; as wine that makes glad the heart.

Q.. What are the legacies and bleffings cuntained in the Tef-
tament given, and fealed o believers in the Lord’s fupper ?

A. There is the holy Spirit to teach, guide, and comfort
them; there is pardon of fin, and peace with God; 1n 2 word,
there is wifdom, righteoufnefs; fan&ification, redempuon,
grace and glory. All which, with many more, were men-
tioned before, among the promifes of the covenant of grace.

Q. How fhall we know ;f we have any part in Chriff's z‘:{

tament, or if our names be in it ?
A. By thefe two things, 1.. If we do hearuly take ho]d of

it, embrace its promifes, and acqmefce in the me:hod of fal-

vation contained in it.
2dly, If we can'prove our felves tobe amongﬁ Chrif’s poor

rclanonst or claim any fibnefs'to him by | fmth and regeneration.
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All thefe being children and heirs, have an intere(t in Chrift’s
teftament, Ifa. vi. 4, 5. John i. 12. 2 Cor, vi. 16, 17, 18.
Ezek. xxxvi. 2§, 26, Rom. viil. 17,

Q. What are the marks of thefe who are children of Chrif’s
Jamily and beirs of bis teflament ?

A. They are {uch as are begotten by the word to:a lively
hope, tranfplanted from nature’s garden to grace, and become
plants of his right hand’s planting.

2dly, "They know fomething of the fpirit of adoption, and
his operations in their fouls ; paltlcularly in difcovering fin,
exciting to prayer, conquering lufts and fanchify; ing the heart,
Rom. viii. 152 Gal. iv. 6. Eph. v, 23, 24.

3dly, They-have children’s frames and difpofit ﬁons of hem ty
viz. a filial fear, and reverence of God, . 2 filial love and affec-
tion to Chrift, and a deep hatred of every thing that is offen-
five or dlfhanourable to him. Alfo they have a great concern
for their mother the church ; and a love to their brethren thé
faints. - They love their Father S prefence, and defire to be
much about his. hand, Mal. 1. 6. ]uhn viil. 42. Plal. cxix.
136. Plal. cxxxvii. 6. |

4¢hlys They have children’s appcntes for thelr fqod + they
earneftly defire the ordinances, and communion: with Chrift in
them, Plal-Ixgxiv. 1. 1.Pet, . 2. - ..

Q. How are: we qffured J.'bm' ChrifPs fcﬂmzem’ s ﬁrm and
ynalterable ? '

A. From thefe three thing s3I The falthfulnefs and im-
mutability of the teftator, Heb X, 23, Heb. xin. 8. Rev.
L 5.

2dly, Tt is become of unalterable force by the Teﬂator s
death, and.is confirmed. by hls bload, Heb. ix. 16, 17+
Mat, xxvi. 28.

3dly, He hath appended the twa great feals of heav en to lt,
_ baptifm and:the Lord’s {upper; of purpofe to dechre thf: vali~
dity and fulnefs of his teftament. .

Q. But how are we certain that this A‘Lﬂﬂmﬂf will be didy
executey conform to the Teflator’s wwill ?

A. Becaufe, 1. He hath leftit in. a. {ure and ﬂuthful handy
even that of the ho]y Spirit, who is the executor thereof, to

apply it, and beflow the legacies ‘it b»queathes, upén thele
who are named 1n'it, Johi xiv. 16, 26.

Yea, 2dly, The: bleﬂ‘ed 'Ieﬁator 1§ nff:n from the dead,
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and lives for ever, 1o fee the execution of his own feﬂament
himfelf, Rev.i. 18. Heb. vii. 25.

Q. Hhen awill all thefe legacies be be ﬁof‘; ed on the er:r.r of
this teflament 2 is it juft wow ?

A4, They are juft now infeft, and veﬁed therem, b the
word and facraments ; whereby their right is fuﬁcwntl {e-
cured to the great eftate, which Chrift hath left them by his
latter-will. And in the mean time, they have out of it fuf-
ficient maintainance, to continue till the time appointed come,
when they fhall enter into the full poffeffion of the whole.
Believers while here, are but minors, and not fit to be en-
trafted with the management of their eftate, fo that it is fe- -
cured for them 10 good hands, till they arnve at full age.

Q. What is the meaning of the awords wwhich Chriff [poke
with refpect to the whole facrament ; for as often as ye eat
this bread, and drink this cup, ye do fhew forth the Lord’s
death till he come’?

A. Itis, as if he had faid, fee that ye make confcience of
coming to this holy table, and of coming frequently; for every
time you do itin aright manner, you keep up the memorial of
your Lord and Saviour’s death, in a way that is pleafant to
him ; feeing he hath appointed chis as a {tanding ordinance in
the church, to continue till his coming to Judgment when he
will call his whole {ervants to account concerning their obferv-
ing his ifsjun@ions, and this among the reft, -

Q. What obligations lye upon i to come and partare of 1his
ordinarce ? -

4. All the profeflors of Chrift are obliged to it on many
accounts; 1. In point of duty. 2. In point of intereft.
3. Inpoint of gratitude. 4. In point. of ﬁfety

Q. Hoay are awe obliged in point of duly ¥

4. Becaife Chrift our Lord and law-giver hath perempto-

Tily commanded it: nay, for the more fecurity, he repeats the

command twice, 1 Cor. x1, 24, 25. ¢ This do ye, this do

¢ ve;’ and furely all of us owe obedience to his authorlty,
without referve.

Q. How are ave obliged to partake in point of interef} ?

A. Becaufe of the great advantages which are to be got by
it, feeing Chrift and all the benefits of the DEW covenant are
here fealed and apphed.

Q. How are we obliged to partake in point o gmfzz‘zm’e

4. 1. Becaule the ‘comimand en_lmnmg’tlns duty, was a-
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mong the laft- words of our dying friend and Saviour, whe

did more for us than all the world could have done.

' 2dly, ‘Becaufe the defign of the ordinance is to LeeP up the
- memorial of the Iove, whlch our dying Saviour exprefled at

the inftitution of it, in fuffering death, and oﬁ'ermg up himf{elf

a facrifice to divine juftice in our ftead.
3dly, Becaunfe hc feeks no greater return for his love than

a thankful remembrance of it. y
44hly, Becaufe he puts us to no gredter charcre to exprefs it,
than by eating and drinking at his table.
. How are we obliged to partake in poinf of fufety ?
15' Becaufe the flighting or wilful neglecting of this ordi-
nance, is a great {in before God, and very provoking to him,

‘as well as dangeroua to ourfelves.

Q. Wherein lyes the f 17 0 m’gfgc'?:r{g this ordinance ?
A. In relp e& it 1s no lefs than contempt of the words of

our dying Sawour, difobedience to his command, ingratitude
to our greateft benefaor, a“bafe {lighting of God’s love, -

Chrifl’s fuﬂ'erm gs, and all the great preparations he hath
made for usj a wronging of our own fouls, and deﬁnﬁng of

our choiceft mercies and privileges.

Q. What is the rlﬂ:{ger of neplefiing this duty ?

A. Tt draws ‘on: the wrath and vengeance of God, nay, of
Chrift the Mcdntor 3 which muft be very terrible. As God
threatned to cut off thefe.that negle@ed the paflover of old,
fo he threatned fevere wrath againft thefe, who fhould ne--

oleét the gofpel feafts, Num. ix. 13. Zech. xiv. 16, 17, 18.
And thefe threatnings are renewed Martth. xxit 7. Luke

X1V, 24. -
Q. Is it a good excufe for nerr[ﬂc’?mg this ordinance, Jor

people to fay, they are not prepared, bave quarrels awith their

neighboursy or cannot get fuch pzzrz:cu!m s Aeft?
A. No ; for the want of preparation is our fin; and one fin

can 'never excufe or-anfwer for another. It is a fearful thing
to live in a finful conrfe againft light, and thento make fin an
excufe for the negle@ of commanded duty.
(L Is it 710t enough that ave partake of the Lord’s fupper
once 17 our [fvesy, ds awe do q/' the other facrament, Zmpt{ﬁ?z 2
4. No; for baptifm being the facrament of initiation, is
not to be repeated 3 but the Lord’s {upper bemg for nutrition,

1s often to be received.

Q. W /wzi abhgamm lye on us fo ;'armke gﬁ‘m ?

-
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A We are obliged to.it: - 1. By our Saviour’s words at
the firft inftitution, 1 Cor. xi. 25, 26. ¢ As often as ye do
¢ this;’> which have the virtue of a command to frequency in
eommunicating.

2dly, By the example of the apoﬁles and primitive Chnf
tians, whofe practice it was to-communicate frequently, nay,
for ordinary, every Lord’s day, A&sii. 42, 46, Ads xx. 7.

4dly, Our fouls neceflities do call for frequency in partak-
ing ; for we are oft ready to forget Chrift, and therefore we
oft need this ordinance to bring him to our remembrance.
We are oft fubjec to fpiritnal deadnefs, weaknefs of faith,
and decays of grace; and therefore have frequent need of
this ordinance, for {h'ength and quickening, .

Q. Are awe ai much obliged to frequent cammummtmg, as:
the apsftles and primitive Chriftians avere? )

A. Thongh they were in 2 much better frame for it, as
having. had- more recent and warm lmpreﬁions of the love and
death of their Redeemer conftantly upon their fpirits, than
we have ; yet certainly we are under as ftrong obhgauons to
frequent partakmg, as the firlt Chriftians were. - For we have -
the fame Lord and- Saviour that they had,. and are under the
fame obligatioss of love and gratitude to him. We have the
fame need of the application of Chrift’s blood, and a confirmed ’
intereft in his meritorious death that they had and confe-
quently the fame need of this memorial-feaft and fealing or-

dinance.

Q. Is not frequency apt ta breed ﬁrg;zalz s in this duty ?
A. 1. The fame thing may be alledged with refped to

other duties, which yet is no good argument for the unfre-
quent praflice of them. . -

2dly, This. fault.is ho ways chargeable ipon the holy ordi-
nance and inftitution of Chnift, but upon the corruption and
carlefinefs of our hearts ; which we ought diligently t6 watch
and ftrive againft; endeavoyring in Chrift’s firength, as often
as we partake, fo oﬁen to prepare for 1t, with all due care and ~
folemnity. .. |

Q. What is mr.':mt by ﬂoewmg [orth the Lsrd’ death in the
Jacrament, wwhich feems o be laid down. as aur main ﬁzgfimﬁ in
this ordinarnce ?.

4. We may be fid. to repreﬁ:nt, ihew forth and annunci-

ate the death of Chrift in the facrament; three ways: 1. With

i I
] - M . 4" -
- by - e
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refped to ourlelves. 2dly, With refpect to the world.
-2dly, With refpect to God
Q. How are we to fheny forth the death of Chrift avith re-

fpect to ourfelves ?
A. As the external elements and figns, in the Lord’s

fupper, do-give a plain reprefentation of the death and fuffer-
ings of Chrift to the eye of the body ; fo in partaking of thefe
clements; we ought to fet the things reprefented by them
{viz. The death of Chrift, with the matchlefs Jove he therein
expreﬂ’ed ) before the eyes of our minds and underflandmgs,
. in order to beget a frefh remembrance of that dying love, and
to raife our faith and hope in a crucified Saviour.

Q_ Hasw are we to_fhew forth Chri ’.f deatf) in the jEzcra-
gnent avith :q/}e& to the avorld ?

A. By owning hereby, in the moft public manner, that we
are the difciples of a cructhed Jefus; not afhamed of our
mafter, or his ignomtnious death, but declarmg before all that
we glory in him, and rely upon the merits:of his death here
fhewed forth, as the only hope of our falvation; and that we
have no Saviour befides him.

Q. How are ave to fhew forth. Cér iffs death ir the [acra-
ment with refpect to God ?

A. Two ways; 1. We are to fthew. 1t f'crth to a loving
and merciful God in a way of thanfgiving and praife ; afcrib-.
ing all glory to him for fuch a noble ranfom and facnﬁce, as

he hath found out‘and provided for us. -
2dly, We are' alfo to fhew forth ChrifY’s death in the fa-

crament to @ juft and fin-revenging God, in a way of faith and
prayer ; pleadmg this facrifice with Ged, as a'fkreenand de-
fence 2gainft the fword of juftice, and cutfe of the Jaw ; and
prefenung it'as the ground of all our hopes and expe&atmns

Q. 15 the Lord’s fupper to be reckoned a ﬁrar{ﬁce to God 3 ay
the Papifls have turned it intheir mafs, into a proper atuning
[facrifice for the fins both of the dead and living 2

4. Notatall ; for that is nothing but an abominable cor-
ruption of this bleﬂed ordinance. © For though the Lord’s
fupper be a reprefentauon and memorial of the-facrifice of
Chnﬁ’s death and fufferings, which he offered to God upon
the crofs for our fins ; and in partaking thereof, -we may by |
faith plead this facrifice with God : yet the facramenta.l bread
and wme are.no fuch facrifice to God themfelves; but only a

~ fign and {eal thereof, given by God to us for {irengthening our
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faith #n his mercy promifed unto us through Chrift’s death.

Q. What are the abfurdities of the Papifls doiirine ﬁm'!‘
pradtice in this matter ?

A. 1. The Popith mafs-priefts do ufurp Chrift’s prieft-
hood and office, pretending really to offer up Chrift a facri-
fice to GGod, which none but himfelf.could do. -

- 2dly, This highly refle@s upon the perfection of Chnift’s
facrifice, that he once offered up on the crofs3 which we are
aflured by the word of God, was acceptable to God, perfett,
and never needing to be again repeated, Heb. ix. 25, 26, 27,

28. Heb. x. 12, 14.

3dly, This is bottomed on their abfurd doérine of tranfub-
ﬂantnuon, which teacheth that the bread in the facrament,
is turned into Chrifl’s real and true body, which 1s moft falfe;
as I proved before.

- Q. What is the import of fhewing forth the Lord’ deatb
till he come? . |

A: Till he come, xmports, 1. That this facrament is to
cndure till Chrift’s fecond coming, and no-longer.

" 2dly, That in ‘communicating, we fhould have the Iwefy
faith of Chrift’s ceming at the great- day to judge of ourfin<
cerity and faithfulnefs in covenanting withrhim; as alfo o fulfil
‘all his promifes to worthy communicants.
3dly, That communicants fhould. always livé i the hope
-and expedtation of the coming of Chrift, and of everlafting

glory, Tit. 11..13. Jude 21. .

Q.. Why cannot the facramens continue aﬁer Chriff’s com-
ing 2 =

gA Becafe hewen there is -no “need of facraments.
Here we hold communion with Chrift by figns and fymbols,
in regard of our darknefs, diftance and Amperfection ; but
above, believers will fee him as he is, and enjoy him perfeétly.
Faith ‘fhall be tornéd into vifion, and hope .into fruition.
- The day then ¢ will break, and all the fhadows will flee
away, ‘Cant. 1. 17.” Rev. xx1. 22, 23, |

Q. W, hat is the meaning of thefe words of Chrift at the firf?
inflitution, henceforth I will not drink of the fruit of the vine,
unti] that’day, when I drink 1t new. wwh yon in my father’s:
kmgdom ? :

Chnift deﬁgns hereby to. teach his difciy ples feveral
thmus 1. That now he was taking his- leaye of faclaments

Ha ¢
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and ordinances here: below and that there is no ufe for fuch
above.

2dly, That the Lord’s {upper here, is an emblem- of the
- marriage-fupper of the Lamb hereafter: Or, a reprefentation
. of that heavenly communion above, which the faints for ever
will partake of with the.Lord Jefus, whmh 1s held forth by
the pleafiires of a' banquet of wine.

3d{-., That the pleafures of that' communion, WhICh the
fhould entertain with him in heaven, will néver wax old but '
always continue frefh and new. -

4¢tly, That in this world, they were no ‘more to have
¢ommunion with him in his bod:ly prefence, as they had for-
meily - enjoyed ; but they muft henceforth feed on him by
faith, ull thexr happy meeting together in heaven where falth
will be fwallowed up in vifion, °
" sthly, That notwithflanding of the want of his: bodily pre-
fence, they fhould fhill keep up communion with. him in the
- ufe of this‘ordinance; patiently waiting and“looking for the

full accomplifhment of it, in that glorious eternal feaﬂ above,
Q. s there nat a great difference betwixt the commiunion
| }vm, and the communion above? or betwixt: our drin king the
[ruit of the vine heres and our drinking :t neaw aith C/Jr: in

bis Father’s kingdom ? we
4. Yes; the odds are very great: I’or, I The commuman,

which Chrift allows his people here, is but the fore-tafte or
fisft fruits of the promifed land, given to wean. their hearts
from this world, andfharpen their appetites and defires after
the Canaan above, wherc thefe ﬁr& fruits do g gmw and are fully
Tipe. -

'- Pzdf y "L he comforts of thie Tower t'1b]e are- but fma]l and of
fhort continuance for ordinary : but thefe of the h1gher table’

are full, fatisfying ‘and everlatting.
3dly, Here we feed on an abfent Chrift by fig gns and fyrn-s-

bols, and have but bad appemes for our food : but the com-
municants above will énjoy Chiif’s bodily prefence, fee him
as he is, and have valt a.nd never fallmg appeutes for that hea-

venly feaft, o . |
4t£{y, Here communicants meet in parcels, and in. fundry'

places: but above, the church of the firft-born (hail meet to-
gether in-one general affembly ; -and be-all ﬁzt together w1th
Chrift, as it were at one table, . . ~ I

5!61}, Here many traitors-and unworthy commumcants do



thruft themfelves in among the children, and many things-hup-
pen.to mar the children’s comfort: but above, no j,udas or
unfurnithed gueft can come, nor any thing full ous to impair
the glory of that feaft.

6¢hly, The lower table is placed in temples made with hands,
with earthly men attending ; but hereaftér the glorious’ hea-
vens will be the rooms, ‘and the heavenly holts the attend-
ants.

78hly, Flere the communicants are entertained: with ths
finging of pfalms: but above there widl be the multitude of
the heavenly-hoft, finging - hallelujahs to-the Lamb that fits
‘ upon the throne, and glory to God in the higheft.”

Q. What are the great ends and ufes: of the Lord's fupper 2

A. 1. To keep up the folemn and lively remembrance of
Chrift’s death, and dying love to loft finners. among men,
while the world {tands..

2dly, Solemnly to make over, apply, and feal Chrift, his.
purchafe, and all the benefits of the new covenant unto true.
believers. -

3dly, That hereby we may have occafion-te make pubhﬂ"
profeflion of our owning-and. recewmg a-crucified Jefus, as our’
only. Saviour and malter..:

42hly,. That we may teftify our thankfu]nefé to God, for
. giving his Son to die for our redemption ; and to the Son for

laying dowa his-life fo willin gly for us. . - -
5thly, That we might get a pledge and feal of our uniom:
and communion with Chrift, and our faith in- his- promifes.
ftrengthened and confirmed. —

6:.‘/:!;:, That we may renew, and feal our covenant with God:
in Chnift, perfonally Tatify ‘our baptifmal vows, and folemnly:
bind ourfelves to take God for our God,. and give up our-
felves to be the Lord’s people, and to walk with him.in the:
ways of gofpel obedience. -

7thly, It is appointed as a-fign andbond of believers union:
and communion among themfelves ; ; their mutual love to and:
fellowfhip one with another.

Laftly, It is defigned as a fpiritial meal, for ﬂrengthemna-
of .the Lord’s people in the inward ma, for nourithing their
graces, ChEEI‘lH}__, their hearts, removing their fears and funt-
ings, and giving them a pledge of heaven, and a fore-tafte of
e cternal communion - above For all which, fee Mat;t»

}13
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xxvi. 26, 27. ‘1 Cor, Xi. 20, 25, 35, .36. Gal i, I, 1 Cor.

%. 16, 17. Heb. ix. 15, 16, 1.

Q Is it not to be fear'd that many- have not right ends in
coming to the Lord’s fupper ? -

A. There is' too much grovnd for it 3 and:people’s ends -
are furely wrong. 1. When they-come to the Lord’s table
to make atonement for their fins, or puichafe and -enfure
heaven to them; as fome ignorant perfons think they do by

this action, .

2dly, When 'they -come, tlnn]{mg hereby to hide or cloak
fome f' n of wicked praclice, they are prefently living in.

3dly, When they come only to comply with the cuftom -
and fafhion -of the places where they live, orto prevent peo-
ple’s having bad thoughtsof them, -or fome worldly inconve-
niences to themfelves.

4¢hly, When they come to pleafe minifters and friends, o
. to gain applaufe and*a godd nathe 1o the world.

5thly, When they come in order to qualify or put them:
felves in a capacity for obtaining or keepmg lucrative paﬁs OF
places of preferment inthe world:

6thly, When people come to-this ordinance, thmkmg tebe
converted by ity and brought into Chrift.

- Q. May not people be comverted by this facyament ?

A. This is not aiconverting, but a-confirming ordinance ih
its own nature, which doth fuppofe that thefe-who come to it,
are converted, -and in Chrift before. Yet we mult own that
this ordinance hath been the occafion of converting many thou-
fands, by reafon of the word preached or dropt at the difpen-
fing of it, whlch God ath fignally bleffed to them.. Butthough
{overeign grace may do fo, thls 1s no warrant for unconverted
perfons to come and partake of this holy feaft, which the Ma-
ker .of it hath not inftituted for them, but for ‘his people.

Q. Toavhom is the Lord’s fupper to be adminifired:?-

A. Only ta thefe who have a gofpel—nght to it, and gofpel-
preparation for it.

Q. Whoare thefe who bave a gafpel- r{gnt to this ordmaﬂce?

4. There is a two-fold gofpel-right ; 1. An external right
with refpec to the church. 2. An internal nght with reﬁ"e&
o God.

Q. Who have an external right awith rq/j)ec’i’ to the church?

4. Thefe who being baptized, have a competent meafare
of Chriftian knowledge, profefs thejr faith in Chrift, and live
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religious and blamelefs lives before men.  Thefe-have {o far 2
rightto this table in the fight of men, that they cannot be juftly
debarred from it by the office-bearers of Chrift’s houfe, Acts
viil. 36, 37, 38. Phila.29. . ~

Q. Wio are thefe that have not this right, and are'to be
kept back from this holy table ? -

A. All who are grofsly ignorant, or openly prophane.

Q. Who are to-be reckoned grofsly ignorant ? *

A Allthefe who know not God in his natiite, ‘perfons and
attributes ;3 who kaow not their mifery by nature and the way
of their recovery by Chrift ; ‘who know not the nature of re-
generation or converfion nor the ¢nds and ufes of the Lord’s
fupper. - o

I:S: Why fhould fuch ignorant perfons-be kept back from this
ofdhance ? , A .

4. Becaufe they -are not capable to examine them{elves in
~ ordér’to prepare for coming, nor rightly to difcern ‘the Lord’s
bedy in the facrament when they do come; and fo they would
provoke ‘God, and get no benefit by their coming, but much
hurt, 1 Cor.xi. 28, 29. 1 Tim. v. 22.

Q. Who are to-be reckoned openly prophane ? -

A.”All fuch as live in the open and known commiffion of
fin, and omiffion of -duty, without repentabce, or-feriousre-
folution to reform ‘their lives. '

Q. Wiy are fuch tobe Rept baok ? o
A. Becaufé fuch-do but mock GGod, when they pretend ta
-feal a-covenant with him: they difhonour ‘God and prophane
the ‘ordinance, when with unholy hands, they prefume ito
meddle with fuch holy things: yea, they-contiadl the guilt of
Chrift’s blood, and ¢ edt and drink judgment'to themlelves,’
1 Cor. xi. 27, 29." Mst. vil. 6. Num. 1x. 6, 11. =

Q. Are all thefe who bave knowledge in their heads, or mo
rality in their lives, to be thought <worthy comniunicants ?

A. Though fuch have a right to‘this ordinance before men ;
yet many fuch may want -grace in their hearts, and fo have
no right before God'; and confequently unworthy ‘commu-
nicants. s s

. Who are thefe whohave ait irternal. and true right to
the Lord’s tabls in the fight of God ? -

A, All fuch whoare truly in covenant ‘with God ; believe
in Chrift with their hearts, obey'them 1n their lives, and make
fuitable preparation forthis holy-ordirance, .- -
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Q. Doath not God call and invite all the profeffors of Chrifp
10 comie £0 his table, and confequently have tﬁqy not all a right ?

A..Very true, all profeflors, nay, the greateft finners, are
called to come but furely God doth not call them to. come
to his table in theu' {ins, but to come in the due order, fitft to
quit their {ins, clofe with Chrift, and then to come to his table:
we are firft to lPrepa:.re, and then come. And though many
unprepared perfons may have allowance from men, who know
not their hearts or fecret altions ; yet, none but the prepared
(HOtWIthﬂ'andlng of the general call) have God’s allowance to
come to his table, or can expe& benefit or welcome from him,

Ifa. Iv. 7. Mat. xxii. t1, 12.
Q. Wy have none God's allowance and fwefmme fa hit taﬁ[e

but believers in Ghrift #

A, Becaufe this is a feal of God’s covenant with his Peo-
ple, which fuppofeth that it fhould be made, and confented to
on our part before-hand, otherwife we annex the great feal of
heaven to a blank; which is a mocking of God. So that
~ this ordinance s inﬂ;ituted to confirm believers who are in
the covenant; and not to convert unbelievers, and confequem]y
none but believers have a right before God. .

Q. Areall believers flill we!cm: guefls to bis table : or can

~ they never be gmlty of unworthy communicating ?
A. There 1s more requifite to. worthy communicating, tha

being in good ftate ; we muft alo be in a good frame:: there
muﬁ not only be faith in the habit, but faith in-the lively ads.
So that if a believer negleét to examine himfelf, fail in his pre~
paration, or want grace in exercife, he even communicates
unworthily : yet neither this, nor any other of his fins, will
bring him into condemnation, though it brings on chaftife-
‘ment, 1 Cor. xi. 28, 30, 31, 32. Mat.xxv. 5. Rom. viii, 1,
Phl. Ixxxix. 32.

Q.- What is it to communicate umumlrz{y -
A It is for a man to partake in an unworthy flate, an
unfuitable frame, or with wrong ends. Or, more particularly,
it is for.a perfon to approach ignorantly, without fuitable
knowledge : or, to approach formally, without 4 fuitable re-
verence and awe of God ; or to come without due prepara-
tion, without the exercife of faith, love, repentance, fpiritual
hunger, thankfulnefs.to God, covenanting with him; and re-
fo‘utlons againft fin.. Or, to come entertaining fome known
"~ fin in the hfe, whether of omiffion or ‘commiflion, or harbour-

—
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ing fome fecret luft in the heart, fuch as pride, malice, Or re-

yenge.
Q. s not unworthy cammumcatug bot éxgé{y f nful mm'

dangerous ¢
A. Yes; for 1. The fin of it is n6 lefs than murdenng

the Son of God and being acceffary to the guilt of thedding
his innocent bleod 2. The danger of it is both temperal
{irokes and eternal damnation : for this hainous fin, God is
provoked to throw the bodies of many into the grave, and the
{ouls of many into hell, "1 Cor. xi. 27, 29, 3¢.

Q. Why fhould this f 1 be reckoned fo vy bainous 2
A For thefe reafons ; ‘1. Tt argues a low efteem and an

underva]umg of Chnﬁ h:s premeus blood, and redeenung

love.” .
2dly, Itis a folemn affront to Chnﬁ as 1t is to a king, to

throw his picture or great feal into 2 pudd]e

3dly;- It is a horrid mocking.of Chrift, as it is 2 pretence of
love to bim, and hatred of ﬁn, while 1a°the mean time fin 1s
hugged, and Chrift defpifed. ~

4tHly, It is a plain acceﬂion to the. gmlt of the Jews and
Rernans, who embrued their hands in Chrift’s blood ; for he
is reckoned " acceflary te a murder who confents to it, aids or
abetts the murderers, and thls unwerthy communicants are
guilty of. " L e -

- Q. s not the gwb’ of m:'worté_y communicants in Jorne re/j‘)eﬁ

mure bainous than that of the Fews ?
A. Yes; for the Jews when they pierced hnn and fhed his

blood, they did it ignorantly, -they did it 10 one they reckoned
2 cr:mmal and blafphemer, they did it to him when he was in
the form of & fervant, in a’ftate’ of humiliavon, But.unwor.
thy communicants do this wittingly. againft him, they.own him
to be their nnocent Saviour, now. glorioufly exalted at the
right hand-of. God ;-and at a ume when lie is difplaying his
love and makinga rich feaft to them ; which makes the crime
horrid and monftrous. - Which confideration fhould -make
us all tremble, and cry with. David, Pfal, 1. 14. ¢ Dehver

' meé from blood:guiltinefs, O Ged’ L.

Q. Who are t/:q/& z‘/:at ﬂkz_y be recﬁazzed rwartby comimtyni-
cants? - .-

- 4. Thefe whe ate in'a werth ﬂate, viz. a flate of grace 3
and who have i worthy frame of fpirit, .viz. the lively exer-
cife of grace ; and who have worthy ends and defigns, viz...
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to fhew forth Chrift’s death, and renew covenant with God,

Q. dre there any worthy co mmunicants in a legal ﬁﬂ ife ?

A. Noj for the beft faint hath no worth or merit before
God; he hath nothing in himfelf to found his claim or plea
for any of thefe good things which God beftows in the facra-
ment. There are {till many fins and imperfections in the beft,
{o that after -we have done all, we muft acknowledge ourfelves
to be moft unworthy and unprof table fervants,’ Gen. xxxil. 10,
Luke xvit. 10,

Q. What is meant then by the- rworz/rmfﬁ which fome com~
municanis are ﬁud to bave ?

. A. Nothing, but a gofpel fuitablenefs and meetnefs of our
fouls {tate and frame, to this holy ordinance for worthinefs
is oft taken in this fenfe in fcripture, Ma. KX Luke m.
8. Col 1. ro.” Rev. iiis 4.

- Qo Is perfd bolinefsy a ﬁmrzg Jfaith, or a very great meafure
of knowoledge in religion, or fenfible joy and comfort at the Lof‘d’
table, effentially ?zacﬁry to worthy communicating ?

- 4. Noj for there may be worthy communisants in a gof-
pel {enle, gracmuﬂy owned and accepted of God, who yet
. may have many fins and doubts," much darknefs and “cobfu-
fion : but where thére is any ‘meafitre of true faith in Chrift,
though weak, the Lord marks not iniquity, but looks-on the
foul as white, through the imputed rlghteoufnefs of .Chrift,
Numb. xxiu. 21. Pfal. cxxx. 3, 4. .

Q. What is it then to communicate wrthily? nd fwberem
Jies the nature of this work and duty?

A. Itisa complex a&, and a very great work.: And it lies
fhortly in our receiving Chrift and his benefits ‘with the hand
of faith, -and making particular application of them for our
fouls neceflities ; ds we receive the elements with our bodily
hand, and make ufe of them for -our bodies. .Or, itis, to
caft-our guilty fouls into the open arms of a crucified Saviour
for mercy, and; in the mean time, to embrace and clafp abouit
this bleeding hlgh prieft, with the arms of faith, as our Savi-

our and ‘Lord, faying with . Thomas, ¢ my Lord, and my
 God.” Tt'is a flying into his wounds for ﬂlelter, and ap=
plying ‘his blood for pirdon and cleanﬁng It is'a taking
Chrift’s body and blood to fave us, and a giving up our fouls
and bodies to 'bg faved; :taught -and ruled by him. - Orina
word to communicate worthlly; 13 to eat and drik at Chrilt’s

table, with a believing and. thankful remembrancc of his dying
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love, refting on his merits, moummg for fin that pierced him,
and folemnly refolving to pierce him no more. -

Q. What are the advantages of worthy communicating ?

A. They are very many, and very great: hereby Chrift
and his benefits.are received, the fouls difeafes and plagues are
cured, our fins and lufts weakened and killed, and our graces
ftrengthned and increafed. Hereby the hard heart is foftned,
and the cold heart inflamed, the dead foul quickned, the palfy
hand cured, and feeble knees’ ﬂrengthned Hereby the
ftraitned {oul is enlarged, the wandering heart fixed,. the
creeping defires elevated, the fainting heart {u ported the
cloudy mind brightened, -the uneafy confcience fatisfied, and
doubting fouls refolved. Many. times hath Chrift made him-
felf km}wn to his difciples in ¢ the breaking of bread,” herein
he hath allowed them the fmiles of his face, the comforts of
his Spirit, and feal of their pardon, and a fight of the king in
his beauty, and a Pifgah-view of Canaan. O worthy com-
municant, is there any meal in the world fo profitable as this-?
A meal that proves life to your fouls, and death to your fins,
a cordial to your hearts, and balm to your wounds, ftrength
to your graces, and poifon to your lufts.

Q. What are the difad: amzmga.r of unwerth; y communicat
inge _
gA It draws down judicial firokes from God upon the foul,
difeafes and unnmely death on the body, and eternal wrath
upon both. Tt brings on defertion from God, and the rebukes -
of his anger, darknefs on the mind, deadnefs and impenitency
on the heart, barrennefs and leannefs on the foul, decay and
withering on the graces, formality and lifelefsnefs in duties,
fearednefs, and fometimes horror on the confcience: yea, it
lets loofe Satan againt the foul. - And fome of thefe plagues
have even believers themfelves fmarted under, for their care-
lefs communicating, - 1 Cor. xi. 29, 30. '

. What is the meaning of thefe words, 1 Cor. xi. 29
He that cateth and-drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh
damnation to himfelf, not dlfcermng the Lord’s body ?. Js this
Jin fo damnable that there is no pardon for it ?

A. Tho’ the fin be hainous, yet it is not unpardonable
that is not the meaning of the words; the word damnation;
in the original is 4rima, which properly fignjfies judgment, as
well as damnation, and therefore our’ Aflembly - Divines ufe

this word upon-this fubje, -¢ They eat and drink judgment -



&

o6 A SACRAMENTAL

¢"to themfelves,” i. €. they make themfelves liable to tem.
poral, fpiriual, and eternal judgments : temporal and fpiritual

judgments will follow them in this world, and without a
timely repentance, thefe will end in eternal damnation'ia the

" other. This is pardonable, as well as others, through ¢ the

¢ blood of Chrift which. cleanfeth from all fin.” For as the
virtue of this precious blood faved and cleanfed many, whe
attually fhed it at Jerufalem fo it can fave and cleanfe thefe
who fpill and trample it under foot in the facrament, upon
their application to 1t, Luke xxiv. 46, 47. Adts i 36, 38, 41.

1 John 1. 7.
Q. Doth the prq/énw of @ wicked man pollute the facrament

1o worthy reccivers awhb fit at the table nuith bim?-

A. Nos. forit is faid, ¢ he eateth and drinketh Judgment
' to himfelf only, ‘not to another that receives with him:,
otherwife Chrift and his apoftles had been defiled by the' com-
pany of Judas; for at the facrament of the- paffover he cer

tainy was. .
Q. Wiy is the guilt of this damning ﬁu, Jaid-upon t},ta n-

‘-wmby conmunicant’ s not difcerning the Lord’s body?

A. Becaufe he doth not diftinguith betwixt common bread
and the-facrament bread, which reprefents the Lord’s body;
but ufeth it with as httle preparation and regard, or as care-
lefsly, as he ufeth the other, whmh mfers dreadful gmlt be-

fore God.. . -
Q Where is this ﬁ&'c‘mmmt to be admm:ﬂred ’

4. Only in the congregations and aflemblies of God’s peo-
ple. For, 1; Chrift gave it to his difciples ‘when met toge-

ther, and not to any, of them apart,: Mat. xxvi, 20, 26..
2dly, Tt was: the pradtice of -the primitive and apoftolical

churches to adminiftrate ‘and -partake of ithis facrament pu-
blicly, -when the: congregation or church . was affembled toge-
ther in one place ‘which is ratified by the apoﬁle, 3 Cor. xl.
20 . N L

" 3dly; Becaufe it i one great deﬁgn in this ordmance to
teftify the ‘union"or communion of Chriftians one with ano-
ther, 1 Cor. x. 16, 17. ¢ For we being many are one bread.’
Now this union:of many cannot be exprefled where there arc*

not many conveened; together to do it. .
Q. Wherefore;may mot the facrament be admin ﬂrfd fo. té;

f cky or perfors on @ death-bed 2

.A. "Trought not, becaufe of the‘f‘orefmd reafons 5 and alfo
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in regard of thefe following, 1. We have neither precePt nor
example for this practice in the word of God ; and fo it can-.
not be done in faith, "Rom. xiv. 23. ’“

2dly, It derogates much from the awfulnefs and {olemnity
of this great and auguft ordinance, to adminiftrate it fo pri-
vately, and with fo little deliberation and preparation, as OE:EII
it is done, where this pra&ice is allowed.

adly, Few fick or dying perfons are priviledged with fuch
ftayednefs of mind, calmnefs of thought, free exercife-of rea-
fon, and undﬁurbed ufe of the facalties, as is neceflary for a
man’s .examining himfelf before he partake, and {o exerting
the feveral adls of faith, and the other graces which are requi-
fite in partaking. And to adminiftrate the facrament to thefe
who are toffed with ficknefs, diftracted with pain, or incapable
of any freedom or diltin@nefs of thought (as moft fick peo-
ple are) is to profane the ordinance, and to do the fick per-
{fon more -harm than good.

4thly, This were to {ymbolize with Paplﬂs and ldolaters in
their fuperftitious practices, and to homologate their errors:
for Papilts believe that the facraments do of themfelves confer
grace, and thatall is well, if they at laft partake of this facra:
ment. From all which errors, idolatries and fuperflitious
cuftoms, we ought to keep a due diftance in obedience to
God’s command, Exod. xxiii. 24. Lev. xviii. 3. Deaut. xii,
30. 1 Cor. x. 6. Rev. xviil. 4. -

Q. Secing it is onr indifpenfible duty to communicate, .and
that frequently ; and it is fo highly dangerous fo communicate
unworthily ; awhat mwﬁ Shall we take, in order to our 5emg
worthy communicants ?

A We muft with all earneftnels feek after that ofi)el fite
nefs and preparation, which God requlres of thefe that ap-
proach to this holy ordinance.

'Concemmg our PREPARATIDN for the LORD S
SUPPER

—

Queflt. WHA T j-:?rz‘ of prepf'mmﬂ is ity that God requires
of fuch ds come to his table ?.
A. Tt is not a flack or carclefls pl’&pqramn to be put b} 1]

a hafj iy, and fupexﬁmal manner, 2s fome do, who never fet about
I

- "
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it till the Saturday or Lord’s-day morning before they com.
municate. No, 1t muft be timeous and deliberate, confcien-
tious and impartial, diligent and fervent in the ufe of all ap-
pointed means, depending upon God for the gracious prepa-
tation of the heart, according to his promife, Pfal. x. 17,
Prov. xvi. 1.
(%_ What-is the neceflity of fuch folemn preparation for the
Lord’s table? - ‘ o
4. Tor thefe reafons ; 1. God requires it, 1 Cor. xi. 28,
‘2dly, There was alfo a great preparation required for the -
paffover, Exod. xn. Numb. ix. And this was not put by in
a fhort time; for the trumpet was blown in Jerufalem to make
ntimation of 1ts approach fifteen days before; and every fa-
mily was t0 have the lamb in their houfes fotir days before
the eating of it, Pfal. Ixxxi. 3. Exad. xii. 3, 6. Alfo the
houfe was to be prepared and narrowly fearched for - leaven,
- and' that with candles ; Chrifl before eating it, canfed befpeak
and make ready an upper-room furnithed, {wept-and garnifhed
for that purpofe : all this ferves to teach us, what preparation
" we fhould make for the Lord’s {fupper, that now is come in
room.of the paffover, - . .
3dly, The fonl makes a near approach to an infinitely holy
God in this. ordinance ; yea, tranfaéts.and renews covenant
with him, which doth call for our making {olemn preparation,
as it was the faints practice of old on fuch occafions, Gen:
XXxV. 2, 3 Jofhi il 57 1 Sam. vil. 3. 1 Sam. xvi. 5. Pfal,
Exvi, 6. | . . -
 4thly, There is need for it, becaufe we are naturally unfit
and unprepared ; we have carnal hearts, dead affections, and
‘urholy fouls ; and therefore diey muft be renewed, quickned,
and purified, before we can hold communion with a holy God
at his table. .
sthly, God makes gréat preparations for us in this ordi-
nance, he hath made all things ready on bis part: arich feaft,
a complete Saviour, a full covenant, a {fufficient ranfom, a2
perfect righteonfnefs, fuitable promifes, fovereign remedies,
~ a plorious purchale, and everlafting inheritance. And are
not we bound in duty and gratitude to prepare for receiving
thefe great things Prov. ix. 2. Matt. xx1i. 4.
6thly, There is great danger in coming unpreparedly, even
of eating and drinking damnation: of which I have {poken

before.  We muft oot think that we can- efcape the eye of 2

-
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jealous and all-fecing God at this feaft; for he narrowly views.
all the guefls, and will {py out every unprepared communi-
cant, as he did the man that wanted- the. wedding-garment,
Matth. xxil. 11. about whom he gave moﬂ fearful. orders
Vo 13 |
Q. What are the parts of preparation required of us in ors
der to our approach to God’s table?” |
A. There are generally two, but very comprelienfive, viz.
felf-examination and exciting.of the graces.

Q. What is the nature of this work of folf-examination ¥

A. It lyés in a free communing with our own hearts, and®
bringing our fouls before the tribunal of confcience, and there:
judgtng them according to God’s word. And in this procefs;.
there muft be an awakening fummens- given and impattial en=
quiry made, plaim accufations: tabled agamﬂ: us, and a juft
fentence pronounced upon us, concerning our flate. And if
the fentence be bad, there muft be the poor pannel’s earneft
cries for mercy, and a flecing quickly ta_our furety for re-
pealing of the fentence of the law: Al this d include in felf-
examination, as. neceﬂ&ry for ‘preparing u$ to. come to the
Lord’s table. -~

Q. Is there an afg/&/ ute necefity fo f r ﬁ&" excmination before:

contmunicating ?

4. Yes, 1. Bs.c"mfe without it, we cannot know how it is
with us as to our ftate, and whether we have a right to ap-
proach or not. 2dly, Without it, we cannot know our wants.
and miferies ; fee our, need of Chrift, or efteem him precious,
3dly, Without it, we cannot have a foll difcovery, of our fins,.
and fo cannot reform from them. - 4zhy, Without it we can-
not know the deﬁmency or weaknefs of the facramental graces
in us, and fo cannot excite them. 524y, Without a particu-
lar knowledge ofiour plagues and diftempers, we cannot make:
particular apphcmon of the remedy provided for us in the fa-
crament.. - |

Q. Wéat are the prapert:e: of this duty : >

4. 1. It is ablolutely neceﬂdry for it is the firft ftep to:
our converﬁom

2dly, It is a duty much negle&f:d by the moﬁ part of. the*
world, they have no acquarmtance with themfelves.

3d/ y It is very difficult: and difpleafing to nature. We dre:
moft unwilling to turn accufers of ourfelves 3 it being againft

felf-love, which always inclines us-to fatter ourfelves.
12z
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4thly, It is a duty we foon tire of, and are ready to flinch
from, after we begin it. It is no eafy matter to keep the
mind clofe at this work for any confiderable time together.

Laflly, Tt requires a conftant dependance on, and locking
to God for his Spirit’s afliftance and light, without which we
cannot make right difcoveries of ourfelves, Plal. cxxxix. 23,
24

Q. What are thefe thi wg.r we ought to examine ourfetues
about, before we approach to the Lord’s table ?

A. Concerning thefe five things. ‘1. Our ftate and con.
dition. 2. Qur fins and fhort-comings. 3. Our wants and
neceflities. 4. Our ends and deﬁgns 5. Our graces and
gualifications,

Q. Is it poffibde to kuow the [piritual ﬂat& mm’ carzdzt:a:: qf

wur foulsy if it be bad ?

A. Yes, by marks and E‘.‘VIdE:HCﬁS laid .down in fcrlpture ;
particularly, our ftate is bad, if we love the world more than
God; if we mind our bodies more than God ; 'if we mind
our bodies more than our fouls. . If we be infenfible of the
neceflity and ufefulnefs of Chrift to our fouls. If we make
religion only our bye-work, and give God no more: fervice,
than what the world and the flefh can {pare.. If we live vam
and cavelefs lwes, and allow ourfelves in known fin, I Jobn
i: 15,2 Tim. 1. 4. Joha v.-40. Rom. viit. 5. Rom. X, 3.
Matt. x. 37. Phal. Ixxiii. 27, . -

Q. How smay we know if our ﬁbzr:tﬁaf Slate be good ?

A. By fuch evidences as'thefe. If we be heaitily concerned
about our fouls and eternity, and carefully feek the favour of
God through Chrift : if we place our happinefs in the enjoy-
ing of communion with God, and not in the world’s com-
forts. If Chrift the Mediator, his ordinances, people, and all
that belongs to him, be precious to us 3 'if indwelling fin be
our burden, and we fincerely {irive againft {in’ both in heart
and life : if we make confcience of our words and.ways, and
have a refpet to all God’s commandments. Thefe are marks
of our ﬁate being good, Pfal. Ixxiii. 25. Rom. viil. 5. 1.Pet
. 7. 1 John iil. 9, 14 Ga] v. 25. Rom. ¥ii 24. Pfal.
cxix. 6, 128.

. Q. What is that good q/?ate ave mzﬂ mcgﬁrr:{y be i m, g/' we

" aweuld be aworthy communicants ?
A We muﬂ be in covengnt vmh God through faith in Je-
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fos-Chrift ; and acquaint with a*faving change of our hearts’
and' natures by a work of regeneration, +
. Who are thefe that are in covenant «with God 2

4. Thefe who have actually taken hold of the covenant of”
grace, and have cordially confented to its gracious offers and .
terms by faith. «Particularly, thefe who have been thoroughly"
convinced of their mifery under a covenant of works,.and have
betaken themfelves to the new-covenant; have heartily ac-
quiefced in the way and method of falvation through Chrift
and his righteoufnefs ; ‘have cordially accepted of Chuift in all.
his oflices .and promlfes ; and in.him have made choice of
God the. Father, San, and holy Ghoft, as their God and-
portion ; have alfo given up themfelves foul and body, and ali~
they have to be the Lord’s; to be for him, and not for ano--
ther; and in Chrift’s. ftrength have engaged to live for God, .
and walk with him in- newnefs of life ; as becomes his cove-
nanted people :.and this: is what we call our perfonal-cove- -
nanting with God, which ought to be folemnly gone about, by,
all that would feal a-covenant with God at hlS table, Plal..
xvi.-2.. Plal. L 5.. Ifa. xliv. 5. Jer. L. v. Pfal, cxix. 57. 2
Chron. xxx. 8. 2Cor.viti. 5. Rom. vi, 4, 13. 2 Cor.v. I5...

Q_ s -nat. perfonal-covenanting . with God, the ﬁwz& tbzzg;-
with faith?

A. Yes; only it imports:.a -very: fo]emn, explicit, and di--
(tin€t exerting of the feveral adls of faith,. and lyes mainly in -
thefe two, acceptation and. dedication. -

Q. Is-our accepting of .Chrift as.a-Lord and Jovereign; that*
all of faith cwhich entitles us to the covenant and itt bleffings ;-
or that is. tle. yrean and. inflrument of .our j zﬁgfcahan be ﬁre"

God. .. - .
4. No; For though it bé eﬁ'entlally requiﬁte to-our: enter---

Ing into the .covenant, and neceffarly connected with ours
jultification ;- yet it.is-not,. itfelf,. that very act of faith, where.-
by we are entitled to the covenant and juftified before God.-

Q. What is. the precife ac? of jufti fymg faith tlrm, whereby=
that is done

A. 'The a& of faith, whereby we are abfolved,’ reconaled 7
and juftified before God, and entitled to the covenant and ajl |
Chnﬂ’s purchafe therein oi’fcred,is premfe}y the foul’s embrac- -
ing Chrift as a bleeding high prielt,. offering -up himfelf a {a- -
crifice to divine jultice, for expiating our’guilt, and adting the =
parc of a-cautioner in paying our debt; {o that the proper obe-

I'g



	sac2.pdf

