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Obfervauons oh fome FATM.
' MiSTAKES, Exc

My pEAR FRI'ENB,

A ﬁ-ﬂ-ﬂ% HEN the areat St. Paul, in his eplPde
% 7 5% ¢ to the Romans, had 2 mmd to lay a folid
{%&f foundation for the grand diftinguithing
oty do&rines of the goipel, I need not inform
¢S you, thaty like a wife mafter-builder, he
fk~-3~-1E~%¥ takes care to dig deep into the corruptis
on of hiiman nature ; and, after having given us a lively
portraiture of the univerfal depravxty of the Gentile world;
 proceeds, in & moft mafterly manner, to bring down the
- proud thoughts and high imaginations of the felf- -righteous
- and fermal Phanfees, by proving, to a demonftration,
that the Jewifh profeffors, notwithftanding all their pe-
culiar advantages of external revelation, circumcifion, near
affinity to Abraham, and fuch like, were all equally in-
“cluded undet fin, were all equally guilty before God, had
all equally fallen fhort of his glory, confequently were all
upon an equal level with the reft of mankind, and ftood as
" much in need of the free grace of God in Chr;[t Jefus,
and the fan&ifying operations of his Holy Spirit, as the
~ moft favage Barbarian or difputing Greek. This was a&-
g like the forerunner or harbinger of our blefled Lord :
for when he faw many of the Sadducees and Pharifees
. (the infidels and profeffors of that age) coming to hia
baptifm, difregarding as it were, the former, in a very
. pungent, and, what fome would ferm, a very unpolite
manter, he thus addrefleth himfelf to the latter : ¢« O
| A 2 . ¢ generation
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¢¢ generation of vipers, who-hath-warned you to flee from
¢ the wrath to come ? And think not to fay within your-
¢ fejves, we have Abraham for our father : for I {iy un;
“ to you, God is able of thefe ftones to raife up children
“ unto Abraham.””” But why fpeak I of alting like che
forerunner ? I fhould rather have faid, this was imitating
our common Lord himfelf, who, in his glorious and dis |
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- yine fermon, (when, to ufe the words of the feraphic Hers

vey, a mount was his pulpit, and the heavens were his
founding- board), employs himfelf chiefly in dete@ing the
falfe gloffes and corrupt interpretations of the then mafters
of Ifrael, withal adding this cutting affertion, . viz. «« Un-
“lefs your righteoufnefs exceeds the righteoufnefs of the

¢ féribes and Pharifees, ye fhall | in no cafe enter into thc
“ kingdomn of heaven.”

“Wha a pity is it, my dear friend, that our modem de-
fenders of Chnﬁlanlty, in their claborate and undoubtedly
wellmeant treatifes, have not been more fudious to copy

after fuch bright and unerring examples ! Many of thefe

I know you have read 3 and am perfuaded, out of your
ufual candor, will do them fo much jaftice as to acknow-.
ledge; that, in refpe@ to the out-works of religio, fuch

as clearing up thie prophiecies of the Old, and vmdlcatmg.

the miracles ‘of the New Teftament, againft the attacks of
Infidels and Freethinkers, they have fhewn themfelves,
as far as bare human learning, added to external revela-
tion, can carry them, to be mafters of trong reafoning,
hervous language, and conclufive arguments.  But then,
as | have often heard von lament, one thing they feem to
Jack, wiz. adeeper and more eXperlmental knowlcdcre of
themfelves and Jefus Chrift. * Hence it is, that when they
Come to touch upon the internals and vitals of Chriftiani-
;y, they are quite grappled, and write fo upguardedly of
the all-powerful influences of the Holy Ghoft, as to fink

s into a ﬁate of downrzght formality 5 which, if the a-
- poﬁlf:
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poftle Paul may be our julge, we had nged as much to
f E: cautioned againf, as fanaticifm, fuperQition, or infide-
lity wfelf + For in his {econd epiltle to Timothy, after
~giving us a dreadful account of the abounding of wicked
men n the lalt perilous times, fuch ‘as lovers of their
“own {elves, covetous, boafters, proud, blafphemers, dif-
obedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without natu-
ral affeftion, truce-breakers, falfe accufers, incontinent,
; fierce, defpilers of thofe that are guod, traitors, heady,
" high-minded, lovers .of pleafures more than lovers of
God 5 he brings up the rear in this awful manner, having
a form of godlinefs, but denying the power thereof,—from
fuch, fays he, turn away j;.—for, to ufe the words of our
Lord, publicans and harlots enter into the kingdom of
God before them, |
Sorry am I to fend you word, that a writer of this un-
happy ftamp now lies upon my table ; a writer, who,
~although he intitles his book, The Offices and Operations
vof the Holy Gholt vindicated from the Infults of Infidelity
- and Abufes of Fanaticifm,vet in his great zeal againft the
latter, and to the no fmall encouragement of the former,
as far as perverted reafon and difguifed fophiftry could
carry hum, hath, n effeft, robbed the church: of Chrift
of its promifed Comforter, and thereby left us, upon
whom the ends of the world are come, without any fu-
- pernatural 1nfluence or divine operations whatfoever.—
" Often have Lheard you obferve,that there never was an age
.10 which the ftewards of the myfteries of Chrift were more
loudly called upon to vindicate the offices and opérations
of the Holy Spirit than that wherein we live. And for
my own part, I cannot help thinking, that the moft ac--
complithed asd duly qualified perfon in the univerfe,
~could he write or {peak fo extenfively, that the whole
- world might hear or read him, could not poffibly exprefs
his love to mankind, in general, and the chureh of God,
| - ‘ which
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which he hath purchafed with his own blood, ‘in particu.

lar, in a more neceflary, commendable, and ufeful way, |
than by declaring, upon the houfe-top, that the ‘Holy

Ghoft, hke its alanghty purchafer, is the fame to-day as
he was yelterday ; that he is now, as well as formerly,

in the ufe of all inftituted means, appomted to convince |

the world of f{in, of righteoufnefs, and judgment ; to
lead them 1nto all truth, by {fpiritvally opening their, un-
derftandings, that they may underftand the Scripturesy

and. to renew a clean heart and rw‘ht {pirit within them

—_—
e
e
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here, in order that they may be thereby prepared for the

full enjoyment of atriune and ever- bleffed God hereafter.
This, you will judge, my dear friend, is what any one
might have reafopably expetted to have met with in a
book bearing fuch a promifing title. But, alas! how
was | difappomnted? and how will you be equally {urpri-
fed, when I tell you, that, upon perufing the book itfelf,
I_,,fo,und that the author, mﬂead of vindicating or aﬁerung,

rather denies and ridicules -the ftanding and unalterable.

operations of the Holy Ghoft. For, having ingenioufly

taken a great deal of learned pains againft the infinuations
of Dr. Middleton, to prove that there once was a Holy,
Ghotft ;. that he did once altwally defcend upon the apofs

tles on the day of Pentecoft ; and further, that he did
once infpire the facred writers to fettle the canon of Scrip-
ture; he then, in order to tear up fuperftition, and, what
e ca]ls, fanaticifin, by the roots, takes infinitely greater
pains, (as well he might, Being a moft arduous tafk indeed,)
to thew, that wlmt true believers, in all ages, have al-
ways lovked upon to be the {tanding and ordinary ope-
rations of the Spirit, viz. ** Such as manifelt themfelves
#¢ ingrace and knowledge, and which adminifter aid in
6 f pmtual diftrefles, are to be accounted and called mira-
8¢ culuus, as miuch as-thofe whi¢h extended outwards, in
¢ the Uuts of htalnw and the rehcjf of other corporeal
* "¢ Infirmities ;
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-« infirmittes 3 and thefe miraculous powers being now,
~« ypon the perfect eftablihment of Chriftianity, fosally
. ¢ qpithdrawn, it confequently muft be fuperfiitious an
s fanatical to look for, or pretend to be pofiefled of, any
- e¢ of thofe operations which manifeft themfelves in grace
~s¢ and knowledge, and which adminifter aid. in fpiritual
¢ diftrefles.” Pages 75. 82. 83. ottavo edition. Strange
affertions. thefe, you will fay, for a vindicator of the offt-
«.ces.and operations of the Holy Ghoft, againft the infults
of infidelity and the abufes of fanaticitm! Alas! what
could a Middleton {ay more ? Nay, 1 could almoft-add;
‘where hath he exprefsly faid fo much ? But if it be fu-
perftition to louk for, ifit be fanaticifm to feek after, and
‘pot reft till we are actually and experimentally pofiefied:
of, the fupernatural influences of the Blefled Spirit, ma+
‘nifefting themfelves in grace and, divine knowledge, and
affording aid in fpiritual diftreffes ;. then may you and ‘I;
my dear friend, become more:and more fuperftitious and
*fanatical every day : for I am perfuaded, that without
fuch divine manifeftations as exceed the powers of humas
fity, were we'to be figned with the fign of the crofs, in
baptifm, a thoufand times. over,. we could never fuccefs-
folly-fight under its banner againft fin, the world,. and
the devil, and. confequently. not: fo much as truly com«~
‘mence, much lefs continue to. be, Chrift’s faithful fervants
and foldiers, even to the end of our lives. | -
~ Surely, , was the apoftle Pan/ to rife from the dead;
‘and read over, or hear of, fuch ftrange pofitions, his
ipirit, as once at Athens, would again be fhirred in: Rimy
to. fee 2 writer thus attémpting to erret an alter for the:
- worthip of an; unknown God. I fay an unknown: God::
For how is it poffible, in the very nature of the thing, for
Us,. who, are by nature carnal and fold. under fin, ever to’
worlbip Gad, who is:a fpirit,. in {pirit and in truth, with--
| - out
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out fome inward manifeltations of grace and fpiritual
knowledge, fuper-added to the light of external revelation,
to enable us {fo todo ? For, to apply what this apoftle!
obferves upon a like occalion, he . is not a real Chri{li’anl
who s only one outwardly 3 but he alone is a true Chrif-
tian, who is one inwardly, whofe baptifm is that of the,
heart, 1n the fpirit, and not merely of the water, whoft
pratfe is not of man, but of God. And yét (would you
think 1t 2 ) this writer 1s fo unwary as to attempt to-
prefs this very apoftle, that true affertor of the doctrine
of grace, that genuine irrefragable vindicator of the .offi-
ces and operations of the Holy Spirit, into his-miftaken
fervice. Never, I believe, were the faint and the {cholar,
the gentleman and the Chniftian, more {weetly blended
together than in the charalter and writings of this favourite
of heaven. How often, my dear friend, in our morere-
tired moments, when converfing rogether.concerning the
lively oracles of God, - have you called upor me to. “take
notice of this truly ‘great man’s pertinent -and powerful
preaching before Felix the governor, as well as his nex-
preflibly polite and perfuafive addrefs to King :Agrippa ?
And how have you again and again read over to me, and
mace remarks upon, thofe (triking ‘images, and thofe di-
vine charateriftics, which: this accomplithed matter of hu-
man and divine rhetoric lays before us in- the- 1 3th chap-
ter of his 1t epiftle to the Corinthians, of that moft ex-
cellent grace of charity or love of God ? A grace {o abfo-
lutely neceffary to the Chriftian life, that without it, ‘to
ufe the inimitable language of this infpired writer, Thaagb
we bad a mivaculons faith fo as 10 remove morntains, nay
though we fhould give all our goods to feed the poor, and
even our badies to be burnt, it would profit us noghing ~—
A grace, that never faileth, but afacred {omething that
we fhall eternally remain poﬂ‘e{Ted of, and increafing 10y’

even when faith fhall end in the vifion, and hope in the
endlefs
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“endlefé fruition of the ever-blefled God. Oh, my dear
{riend, how frequéntly have our hearts bufnt withia us,
~under the glowing warmth of fuch an animating profpect ¢
'And yet, increcible as it ray feers to'you, 1 aﬁl_'u"i'é*yb'u;
_that this very chapter is fingled out by our haplefs author,
fo prove thdt fupernatural manifeftations of grace and
knowledge of fpiritual aids in {piricaal diftreffes, were the
_miraculous gifts of the primitive church, and were gq’ta“lf
¢ly withdrawn on its perfect eftablifhment. | Surely a fore
“pertinént one could not be feleted out of the whole INew
Teftament, fo prove diretly the contrary. For let any
~man impartially examine the glorious inféparable - proper=
ties and concomitants of this divine grace and gift. of cha-
Tity, récorded in this chapter, and then make:the lealt
‘doubt whether any perfon living can poffibly be pqﬂ“cffe“d
of this moft excellent gift, without thofe very fupernaty-
ral manifeftations of grace and knowledge, and thofe di-
vine influences. of the -Holy Spirit exceeding the powers
“wf humanity, which this unhappy writer would fain per-
{uade us are now abated or totally withdrawn. Charity
(fays our apottle) fuffereth long, and is kind—Charity en-
wieth not—Charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puffed up—
fecketh not her own—is not eafily provoked— thinketh no
evil—rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth—
beareth all things—bhopetb all things—-endureth all things.
Now, can human reafon, with all its heights ; can calm
philofophy, with all its depths; or moral fuafion, with
~all its infinuating arts 3 fo much as pretend to kindle,
much lefs to maintain and blow up into a fettled habitual
flame of holy fire, fuch a {park as this in the human heart 2
Sooner might one attempt to extinguith the moft rapid
-and devouring flames, by reading alecture upon the be-
nefit of cold water,or reach out one’s prefumptuous hand
to create a new _heaven and a new earth, than to dream
of extinguifhing thofe innate fiery paffions of enivy, felfifh-
| B nefs,
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nefs, or malice, which this charity or love of God is here
faid to militate againit ;3 or to work or form the foul in-
to aay. of thofe dwme tempers here {fpoken of, as the ge-

nuine effets and fruits of the love of God. No, my |
dear friend,. thefe are flowers not to be gathered in nature’ g !

garden. ‘They are exotics ; planted originally in heaven,
and in the oreat work of the new birth, tran{planted by
the Holy Gho{’r not only into the hearts of the firft apof-.

tles or primitive Chriftians, but into the hearts of all true

P

believers, even to the end of the world. For doubtlefs

of all fuch St. Paul fpeaks, when he fays, Tribulation
worketh pczz‘zeme, DALIEHCE EXPETIENCE, EXPETIENCE bape and
boge maketh not afbamed, becaufe the love of God is fhed
abroad i1n our bearts by the Holy Ghoft which is given un-
20 ys. And hence, doubtlefs, it is, that we were all in
general lately direted, in one of the colleéts of our church,
to pray to that Lord ¢ who hath taught us, that all our
““ doings " without charity are nothing worth, that he
¢ would fend the Holy Ghoft, and pour into our hearts
¢ that moft excellert gift of charity.”” - So that, accord-
ing to our reformers, fupernatural influence and mani-
feftations of orace and knowledue are {o far from being
totally withdrawn, that they, in the end of this very col-
le€t, teach vsto confefs, that without them, or, which
is the fame, without the love of God poured into the heart
by the Holy Ghoft, ¢ whofoever liveth is counted dead
before him.”’ But, if we wili beleve our author, charity
fignifies little more than the outward eftabiifhment of thc
Chriftian church, and conf:quently that the apoftle mears
no more in this chapter than to fhew us, ¢ that prophe-
“ cies, myfteries, knowledge,” (7. ¢ according to tlus
writer, all fupernatural l«hnow]edcre ) ¥ were to ccafe when
s« C hnftianity arrived to 2 pcrfc& eftablifhment > Page
82.—Nay, fcorning to tread in the fleps of Wk ithy,
Hammond, Burlﬁ.xr and every confiltent {piritual expe-

pofitot
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fitor of holy writ, our new commentator, out of his pa-
radoxical genius, labours to prove, that when the great
apoftle afferts, that charity never fails, and thetefore hath
the preference over faith and hope, he means nothing
lefs than to affert 1ts eternal duration and that confequently
his true meaning hath hitherto efcaped every unwary rea-
der but himfelf. Pages 75, 6, 7. Cenlcious, no doubt,
of this fingularity, and juftly aware of its needing fome
apology, he very properly adds, pape 82. that fuch an
uncommon interpretation “ inftructs the unwary reader
¢ with what caution and application he fhould come to
““ the ftudy of that profound reafoning with which all St.
“ Paul’s epiftles abound.”  And may I not, at leaft with
as great propriety, fubjoin, that this may alfo inftruét
every unwary reader with what caution he fhould come
to the {tudy of that profound reafoning with which this
treatile abounds ? fo very profound, that I believe it ex-
ceeds the power of humanity to fathom its depths, o far

as to draw out of it any true, confiftent interpretation of
the apoftle’s reafoning on this chapter at all.

I might here add, my dear friend, fome other {peci-
mens of our author’s manner of explaining Scripture by
his human reafon: for inltance, ¢ keeping ourfelves un-
{potted from the world,” he {ays, pape 157. fignifies only
our ufing the means of grace.  And again, when the apoftle
informs us, Ephef. v. g. that the truit of the Spirit is in
all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and truth, he tells vs, that
troth refers to Chriftian dofrine, goodnefs to Chriffian
prafiice, and by righteoufnefs 1s meant * the conduct of
“ the whole to particulars, and confifts in that equal
*“ gentienels of government, where church-authority i
“ made to coincide with the private nights of conf{cience

B 2 ¢ and
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‘ and this refers to Chriftian difeipline®  with feveral

fuch like inftances, which even the moft unwary reader
without much ftudy or application, may meet with, fcat-

tered up and down this author’s performance: but this |
would be too great a digreffion: And indeed I thould |
not have dwelt fo long even upon this extraordinary in-
terpretation of the thirteenth chapter of the firlt epitle to

the Corinthians, had not this writer himfelf called it this

decifive paflage, and given it as his opinion, that this is |

the only exprefs declaration recurded in Scripture, p. 76.
to prove, ‘that all fupernatural knowledge or divine in-
fluence was to ceafe, when Chriftianity was perfectly
eftablithed,or the world arrived at a perfe@Chriftian ftate.
But every day’s experience, nay, this author’s very book,
proving beyond all doubt, that Chriftianity is notas yet
thus perfe@ly eftablithed, we may, at leaft as yet, ac-
cording to his own principles, expel divine manifeltations
of grace and knowledge, and {pirityal aids under {piritual
-diftrefles, without jultly incurring the imputation either
of fuperftition or fanaticifm.

But to proceed However profound and unintel!. 1-
ble our author’s comments may be, yet, when he comes
to fhew the reafonablenefs and fitnefs of this thing, viz.
an abatement or total withdrawing of divine influence in
thefe lalt days, (and wo to the Chriftian world if he {uc-
ceeds in his unhallowed attempt), he fpeaks intelligibly
enough :—For thus writes our author.—*¢ On the Spirit’s
““ firft defcent upon the apoftles, he found their minds
“ rude and uninformed, ftrangers to all celeftial know-
“ ledge, prejudicedin favour of acarnal law, and utterly

*“ averfe to the dictates of the everlafting gofpel. The
| ‘“ minds

et e - - e )

* How much more pertinent is Mr. Clark’s interpretation ! —ac-

cording to him, goodnefs is an inclination to do good to others
truth is freedom from hypocrify and diffimulation, righteoufnsfs

is jult deaiing.  Eph, v. 9. |

|
|
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« minds of thefe he illuminated, and, by degrees, led
¢ into all truths neceflary for the profefiors of the faith to
« know, or for the propagators «f it to teach.,”—~True,
—¢ Secondly, the nature and genius of the gofpel were
-« {o averfe to all the religious inftitutions of the world,
¢ that the whole ftrength of human prejudices was fet in
¢ oppufition to it. To overcome the obftinacy and
“ violence of thofe prejudices, nothing lefs than the
y¢¢ power of the Holy One was fofficient.”’—~Gaod—
¢ And, thirdly and laltly, There was a time when tha
¢ powers of this world were combined together for 1§
“ deftrution. Atfuch a period nothing but fuperior aid
¢ from above, could fupport humanity 1o {uftaining {q
¢ great a conflict as that which the holy martyrs encouns
“ tered with joy and rapture, the horrors of death and
‘““ torment.” Excellent,—But what follows.~—Accor«

ding to our author, :

> Tempora mutantur, nos et wutamur in 1llis.

¢ But now,” adds he, (and a dreadful 4#¢ it 1s), the pro-
““ feflion of Chriftianity is attended wich eafe and honor ;™
and we are now, it feems, fo far from being ¢ rude and
““ uninformed, and utterly averfz to the dictates of the
““ cverlafting gofpel, that whatever there may be of pre-
“ judice, it draws another way.—Confequéntly, a rule
-t of faith being now eftablithed, the coaviction which
- the weight of human teftimony, and the conclufions
““ of human reafon afford us of its truth, are abundant-
“ ly fufficient to fupport us in our religious perfeverance ;
¢ and therefore it muft certainly be a great mark of fa-
- % naricifm to expe fuch divine communications, as tho’
* no fuch rule of faith was eltablithed 5 and alfo a8 hugh-
** ly prefumptuoys or fanatical to imagine that rule to be

> 1o obfoure as to need the further q[ﬁl‘[ancé of the H?l_y
~ - “ Spirit
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«¢ Spirit to explain his own meaning.”” Pages 85. 86,
87. 88, This, you will fay, my dear friend, 1s going
pretty far.  And, indeed, fuppoling matters to be as this
writer reprefents them to be, I do not fee what need we
have almoft of any eftablithed rule at all, at lcaft in re-

fpet to prattice, {ince corrupt nature is abundantly {uf-]
ficient of itlelf to help us to perfevere 1a a religion atten- |
ded with eafe and honor.  And I verily believe, that the
Deifts throw afide this rule of faith entirelv, not barely on.
acCount of a deficiency in argument to {upport its authen-
ticity, but becaule they daily fee fo many who profefs to .
hold this eftablithed felf-denying rule of faith with their
lips, perfevering all their lives long 1n nothing elfe but an
endlefs and infaciable purfuit after worldly eafe and honor,
But what a total ignorance of human nature, and of the
true -unalterable genius of the everlafting gofpel, doth our
author’s arguing difcover ? For fuppoling,my dear friead,
that this or any other writer fhould undertake to prove
that the ancient Greeks and Romans were born with fick-
ly, difordered and crazy budies, but that we, in modern
days, being made of a firmer mould, and being blefs’d
with the eftablith’d rules of Galen and Hippocrates, need
now no further affitance from any prefent phyfican, el-
ther to explain or apply thofe rules to our prefent ails and
corporeal diftrefles, though we could not, without the
help of fome linguift fuperior to ourfelves, fo much as
underftand the language in which thofe authers wrote 1—
Suppofing, I fay, any one was to take it into his head
to write in this manner : Would he not be juftly deemed
a dreaming enthufiaft or real fanatic 7 And yet this would
be jult as rational as to infinvate, with our author, that
we, who are born in thefe laft days, have lefs depravity
in our natures, lefs enmity to, and lcfs prejudice araint
the Lord Jefus Chrift, and l:f5 need of the divine teach-
ings of the Blefied Spirit to help us to underitand the true
Ipiritual

‘:
|
|
|
|
?
|
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(piritual meaning of the Holy Scriptures, than thofe who
were born in the firft ages of the gofpel. For as it was

formerly, {o 1t 18 now, the natural man difcerneth not the

things of the Spirit.  And why ? Becaufe they can only.

be fpiritually difcerned. But when is it that we muﬂ: be-

lieve this author ? For, page 73. he talks of fome of.the

¢« Hrft Chriftians, who were in the happy circumftance
‘¢ of being tound innocent, when they were led-into the

a pra&icc of all virtue by the Holy Spint.”  And what
i occalion for that, if found innocent ? But how innocent
did the Holy Spmt find them ? Doubtlefs Juf’c as innocent

s it finds us, viz. conceived and birn in fin 3 having in
our flefh, 1. e. our depraved nature, no good*thing;
bringing into the world with us a corruption which ren-

ders us lable to God’s wrath and eternal damnation
with a carnal mind, which is enmity againit God, and'a

" heart, the thoughts and imaginations of which are decla-*
red to be only evil, and that contmually s and whofe pa-

~tive and habitval language, though born and educated
“under a Chriftian difpenfatlon, 1S 1dent1cally the fame.as
that of the Jews, viz. #e will not bave the Lord Fefus

to reign over ws. This, and this alone, my dear friend,

15 all the Innocence that every man, naturally engender—

~ed of the offspring of Adam, whether born in the antedi-
~luvian, patriarchal, Mofaic, apoftolic, or prefent age, can.
boaft of And if this be matter of fa&, (and who that

knows himfclt can deny it ?), itis fo far from being {u-

perfiitious or fanatical to affert the abfolute neceffity -of a

divine influence, or a power fuperior to that of humamty,.

that 1t is a mo[’r irrefragable arcument for its continuance:

without the leaft abatement or withdrawing whatfoever.

dmce daily experience proves, that, without 1uch a power

our under{tandings cannot be enlmhtened our wills {ub-

dued, our prejudices and cnmity overcome, our afetions

turned into 2 preper chaanely or, in thort, any one indi

vidual
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vidual of the dpoftate fallen race of Adam be faved. And
fffO, what becomes of our author’s zii‘gumc:nts to fhew
the fitnefs of an abatenent or total withdrawing of divine
influeace in thefe golpcl-days © Miglit he not, with ag
great confiftency, have underaken to thew the fitnefs of
an abatement or total withdrawing of the wrradiating light
and genial warmth of the natusal fun ¢ Yor, as the earth,
on which we tread, ftands as much in need now of the a-
biding influence of the genial rays of that great luminary
in order to produce, keep up, and compléte the vegetative
fife in grafs, fruits, plants, and flowers, as it did in any pre-
¢eding age of the world ; fo our earthly hearts do now, and
dlways will, [tand in as much need of the quickening, en-
livening, transforming influences of the Spirit of Jefus
Chrift, that glorious Sun of righteoufnefs, as the hearts
of the firlt apofiles ; if not to make us preachers, yetto
make us Chriftians, viz. by begianing, carrying on, and
completing that holinefs in the heart and life of every be-
liever in every age, without which no man living fhall {ee
the Lord. And the Scriptures are fo far from encourag-
ing usto plead for a diminution of divine influence in thefe
laft days of the gofpel, becaufe an external rule of faith 18
thereby eftablithed, that, on the contrary, we are encou-
raged by this very eftablithed rule to expeét, hope, long,
and pray for larger and more extenfive thowers of divine
influence than any former age hath ever yet experienced.
For, are we not therein taught to pray, that we may be
filled with all the fulrefs of God, and to wait for a glori-
ous epocha, when the earth fhall be filled with the know-
ledge of the Lord, asthe waters cover the feas? Do not
all the faints on earth, and all the fpirits of jult men made
perfet in heaven, nay, all the angels and archangels
about the throne of the moft high God, night and day,
join in this wuited cry, Lord Jelus, thus letthy kingdom
come ! ~ - | '

-’ But
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But by thistime, my dear friend, Iimagine you would
‘be glad to know aoamﬁ whom thef-ﬁ bruta fzzlmz;m, this
unfcnptural artdlcry, 1s levelled——Our author fhall in-
form you. All modern pretenders to divine influence
“in general; and you may be affured the poor Methodifts
(thofc fcourges and eye-fores of formal, {clf-rightous,
letter—]earned profeflors) in  particular. To cxPofe,
‘and fet thefe off in a ridiculous light, (a method that
; Julian, after all his various tortures, found moft ¢ffectual)
- this writer runs from Dan to Beerfheba; gives usquotation
“upon quotation out of the Rev. Mr. John Wefley’s Jour-
‘nals; and to ufe his own fimile upon another occafion,
by a kind of Egyptian hufbandry, draws together whole
droves of obfcene animals, of his own formation, who

rufh io furioufly, and then trample the Journals, and
-this fe&t, already every where {poken againft, under their

,fccular arm.

feet. In reading this part of his worL, I could not
help thinking of the Papifts drefling John Hufs in a cap
" of painted ’ dew]s, before they delivered him up to the
For our author calls the Rev. Mr. John
- Welley paliry mimic—{piritual empiric— f{piritual

-martialit—meek apoftle—new adventurer. The Me-
< thodifts, according to him, are—modern apoftles— the

famts-—-—new mlﬁionanes-—-lllummated doftors~—this fect
“ of fanatics. Methodifm itfelf is modern faintfhip :—
- Mr. Law begat it, and CountZinzendorf rocked the cra-
“dle—and the devil himflf is man-midwife to their new
“birth. And yet this is the man,my dear friend, who in
 his preface to this very book lays it down as an mvarlable

mamm ““ That truth is never fo grofsly injured, or its

* advceates fo dithonoured, as when they employ the

¢ foolith arts of fophiftry, buﬂ’oonery, and perfonal abufe

94 23

n its defence.

By thy own pen fhalc thou be tried,

thou haplefs, miftaken advocate of the Chriftian caufe.—

-~ Nay, not content with drefling up this meck apoftle,-this

C {piritual
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{piritual empiric, thefe new miflionaries, in bear-fkins, in
order to throw them out to be baited by an il natured
world, he proceeds to rake up the very afhes of the dead ;
and, hike the witch of Endor, as far as 1n him lies, at-
tempts to bring up and difquiet the gholts of one of the
molt venerable fets of men that ever lived upen the earth
I mean the good Old Puritans.—* For thefe,” fays our |
author, ¢ who now go under the name of Methodifts, in |
“ the days of our forefathers, under the firm reign of
‘“ Queen Elifabeth, were called Precifians ;—but then,
““ as a precious metal which had undergone 1ts trial 1 the
“ fire and left all its drofs, the {cct, with great propriety,
“ changed 1its name,’” (a very likely thing to give them-
{elves a nickname, indeed,) ¢ from Precifian to Puritan.
Then ¢ in the weak and diftracted times of Charles
< T, it ventured to throw off the mafk, and under the
¢ new name of Independent, became the chief agent of all
“ the dreadful diforders which terminated that unhappy
“ reign.——So that, according to this author’s heraldic,
genealogical fiCtion, ¢ Methodifm 1s the younger daugh-
“ ter to Independency, and now a Methodift is an apof-
¢ tolic Independent ;> (God grant he may always deferve
fuch a glorious appellation ;) ¢ but an independent was
“ then a Mahometan Methodift.”” Pag. 142. 143. 144.
~—What —an Independent 2 Mahometan Methodift ¢
—What |—the learned Dr. Owep, the great Dr. Good-
win, the amiable Mr. How, and thofe glsrious worthies
who firft planted the New-England churches,Mahometan
Methodifts ¢ Would to God, that not only this writer,
but all who now profels to preach Chnift 1n this land, were
not only almoft, but altogether fuch Mahometan Metho-
difts, in reflpect to the do¢trine of divine influence, as they
were! For [ will venture to affirm, that 1t it had not
been for fuch Mahometan Methodilts, and their fucceflors,
the: free-grace Diffenters, we fhouvld, fome years ;go,

ave
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have been in danger of finking into Mahometan Metho-
difm indeed 3 I mean, into a Chritianity deftitute of any
divine mﬂuence manifefting itfelf in grace and l«.nowledwe,
and void of any {piritual aid in fpu‘ztual diftreffes, —— But
from fuch a Chriftianity, good lL.ord deliver this happy
land. The defizn our author had in view in drawing
fuch a parallel, 1s eaﬁly {een through.~—Doubtlels to ex-
pofe the prefent Methodiits to the jealoufy of the civil
povernment. For, fayshe, p. 142, ¢ We {z¢c Metiro-
«“ difm at prefent under a well eftabiithed government,
““ where it obliged to wear a lefs audacious look .~
“ To know its true charalter, we fhould fee it in ail its
« fortunes.”’——=And doth this writer then, in order to
gratify a {inful curtofity of {eeing Methodifm in all 1ts for-
tunes, defire to have the plealure of {eeing the weak and
diftracted times of Charles I. brought back again © Or
dares he infinuate, that becaufe, as he lmmedlately adds,
“ our country hath been productive of every ftrange thing,
that we are in the lealt danger now of any {uch diftralting
turn, fince we have a King upon the throne, who, 1n his
firlt moft gracious fpeech to both houfes of Parliament de-
clared, he would preferve the At of Toleration inviola-
ble ? And that being the cafe, blefled be God, we are in
no danger of any return of fuch weak and diftracted times,
either from the apoftolic Independents, Mahometan Me-
thoditts, or any relizious {ect or party whatfoever. My
dear friend, ¢ if thisis not gibbeting up names, with un-
‘“ regererate malice, to everlafting infamy,” 1 krow not
what 1s.  Buat it happensin this, as in imilar cafes, whiltk
men are thus bufy in gibbeting up the names of others,
they unwittingly, lke Haman “when preparing a gallows
for that apoftolic Independert, that Mabometan Metho-
dift, 1.’101‘(1&(3&1, all the while are only ere@ling a uibbet
tor thelr own

C 2 Bat,
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Bot, methinks, I fee you now begin to be impatient
to know, (and indeed I have neither inclination nor leifure
at prefent to purfue our author any further:, who this can
be that takes fuch gigantic ftrides ?—1 affure you a per-
fect Goliath in the retinue of human learning — Will you
guefs ? Perhaps Dr. T r of Norwich.~——No—he
is dead. Certainly not a churchman ?—Yes 3 a mem-
ber, a minifter, a dignitary, a bithop of the church of
England ;—and, to keep you no longer in fufpenfe, it is
no lefs a man than Dr. Warburton, the author of The d:-
vine legation of Mofes, and now William Lord Bithop of
Gloucetter.——I know you are ready to fay, Te/l it not
et Gath, publifo it not in the fireets of Afeelon. Bur, my
dear friead, what can be done ? His Lordihip hath
publithed it himfelf 5 nav, his book hath juflt now ¢one
through a fecond impreflioa 3 and that you may fee and
Judge for yourfeif, whether I have wronged his Lordfhip
or not, (as it 15 not very weighty), 1 have fent you the
book itfelf. Upon the perufal, 1 am perfuaded you
will at lealt be thus far of my opision, that however de-
cys €2 tutesen 15 always the motto engraven upon a
bithop’s mitre, it 1s not always molt certain, though his
Lordfhip, p. 202. {ays it s, that they are written in every
prelate’s brealt.  And how can this prelate in particular
be faid to be the ornament or fafegnard of the church of
dangland, when his principles are as directly contrary to
the offices of that .church over which he 15, by divine
permifli:n, made overfeer, as light is contrary to darx-
nefs 7 You know, my dear friend, what our mi-
ters arc taught to fay when they baptize : ¢ I befecch
“ you to call upon God the Father, through our Leord
““ Jefus Chrift, that of his bountecus goodnefs he will
** ora. t to tms child that thing which by nature he can-
¢ pot have.”  But what fays his Lordihip ¢ All in-
fluence exceed@ng the power of bumeinity 1 :-:::?.i;';:'u:'_:lr:m*c1i
o ‘ , | Al
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and therefore to abate or be totally withdrawn, now the
church is perfectly eftablithed.  What fay they when they
catechife ¢ ¢ My good child, know this, that thou art
« pot able to do thefe things of thy felf, nor to walk in
¢ the commands of God, and to ferve him, without &is
<« fpecial grace.”’ But what fays his Lordfhip ?——
A rule of faich being now eftablifhed, the convittion which
‘the weight of human teftimony,and the conclufions of hu-
“man reafon afford,are abundantly {ufficient to fupport usin
“our religious per feverance.—W hat fays his Lordfhip him-
{eclf,when he confirms children thus catechifed ? ¢ Strength-
“ en them, we befeech thee, O Lord, with the Holy
“ Ghoft, the Comforter, and daily increafe in them thy
¢ mamtfold Q;ifts of grace, the {pirit of wifdom and un-
¢« derftanding, the {pirit of couniel and ghoftly ftrenath.”
But what {1ys his Lordﬂlip when he fpeals his own
fentiments ! All aids 1n foiritual diftrefles, as well as
thofe which adminiftred lnlp in corporeal difeafes, are
now abated, or totally withdrawn, What fays his
Lordthip when he ordains? ‘¢ Doft thou truft that thou
“artinwardiy moved by the Holy Ghoft ?——* Receive
thou the Holy Gholt.”’

Come, Holy Ghoft, ocur [ouls 1ifpire,

And lighten with celefiial fire :

‘f’*m toe anointing Spirit arf,

Vo doft thy ﬁ?”*e*’y‘a/d gifls impart.

‘:"" 0y blefjed union from above,

Ir comfort, life, and power of love:

Enable with perpeiual light,

The dulnefs of cur Uinded fiobt,

What fays his Lord! n1p when prenouncing the blefling 2
' , \whica pafleth all untrhundmg,
cur aearts and mmnas i the knowledge and love
e Tuttave e LLerdihip \‘nh.l retired to
h;S
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hi$ ftudy ?-———All fupernatural influence, manifefting
itfelf in grace and knowledge, 1s miraculous, and there.
fore to ceale under a perfect eftablithment. What fays?|
—But | check myfelf ;—for the time would faill me was
I to urge all thofe quotations that might be produced out;
of the Artcles, Homiles, and Public Offices, to coa-
front and invalidate the whele tenor and foundation of his;
Lordthip’s performance.  But how it is confiftent with
that wildom which 1s from above, (and by which his
Lordfhip attempts to arraign, try, and condemn the|
Rev. Mr. John Wefley), to fubfcribe to, and make uvfe;
of, public offices in the church, and then as publicly:
deny and contradit them in the prefs, 1 leaveto his
Lordthip’s more calm and deliberate confideration. .
Sure T am, if weiched in the fame balance, his Lordfhip:
would be found as equally wanting at lealt. And indeed,
during the whole trial, I could [carcely refrain breaking.
out into the language of the eunuch of Queen Candace 1o
Philip the evangelitt, Speaketh the prophet s of bimfel N
oi" of fome other man 2———1 hope, my cear friend, vou |
know me better than to fufpet I thus retort upon his|
Lordfhip, in order to throw duft 1n your eyes to prevent)
vour fecing what his Lordfhip may juflly except againit)
in the conduct of the Methodifts 1 general, or in the Jour-
nals of the Rev. Mr. John Wefley in particular,  What- |
ever that indefatigable labourer may think of his, you|
know I have long fince publicly acknowledged, that there,
were, and doubtlefs, though now fent forth 1o a more

correct attire, there are yet, many exceptionable paflages

-—

il
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in my Journals. And I hope it will be one of the con- |

g o b

ftant employments of my declining years, to humble my-
{If daily befere the moft high God, for the innumerable
mixtures of corruption which have blended them{elves

with my feeble, bur, I truft, fincere endeavours, whether
from the prels or pulpit, to promote the Redecmer’s glo-

- 4 3
v
-I..I‘

aeipl Yral"W S " Y TH N W

el iy, FEREHIY, Sl ML =i -,



[ 23 ]

ry, and the eternal welfare of precious and immortal fouls,
- And | affure you, that if his Lordfhip had contented him-
 felf with pointing out, or even ridiculing any fuch blemith-
es or imprudences, or yet {till more important mittakes,
o my own, or any of the Methadifts condu& or perfor-
“mances, I fhould have ftood entirely filent. But when I
- obferved his Lordthip, through almoft his whole book,
not only wantonly throwing about the arrows and fre-
 brands of fcurrility and buffoonery, and perfonal abufe,
' but, at the fame time, on account of foase unguarded
- expreflions and indilcretions of a particular fet of honeft,
- though fallible men, taking occafion to wound, vilify, and
~totally deny the all-powerful, ftanding operations of the
Blefled Spine, by which alone his Lordthip or any other
- man living can be fanctified and fealed to the day of eter-
“dal redemption, I muft own that I was conftrained to vent
- myfelf to you, asa dear and intimate friend, in the man-
_ner | have done.  Make what ufe of it you pleafe. Per-
> haps herealter 1 may trouble you with fome further re-
“marks. At prefent, you know, I am on the road to
~Scotland, 11 order to embark for America.  And there-
fore I would now only oblerve to you further, that the
- unguarded unwary method made ufe of by his Lord{(hip
- to ltep, will rather ferve to increafe and eftablith what he
s pleafed to term a fec of fanatics. The more judicious

-~ tithop Burnet, asI heard an acute advocate once obferve,
10 the general affembly of the church of Scotland, pre-
leribed a much better (and indeed the only effetual and
truly apoftoliz) way to ftop the progrefs of the Puritan
- munifters, when complained againft to his Lordfhip, by
~lome of his clergy, for breaking into and preaching in their
- parochial charges : Out-live, cut-labour, out-preach them,
laid his Lordthip.  And that the Reverend Mr. Jobn
- Welley him[elf (that famed leader of the Methodifts) and
- every Methodit peeacher in Zuglord may be thus outed

and
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and entirely annihilated, is, and fhall be, the hearty prayer
of one, who, though lefs than the leaft of them all, begs
Jeave to fubfcribe himfelf, in great hafte, but greater love
and efteem,

- Yours, moft affectionately,

in a never-failing Emmanuel,

G. W,

1
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