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| The fecret of the Lord is with them that fear him ; and he will
{liew them his covenant. The Pfalmiff David.

Surely the Lord God will do nothing, but he revealeth his fecret
unto his fervants the prophets, Prophet Amos.

Thus faith the Lord, the holy one of Ifracl, and his Maker, afk
me things to tome concerning my fons, and concerning the
work of my hands command ye me. Ifaiak 45, 11.

Many fhall run to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed,
| .  Danid 12, 4.
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At aMeeting of the Town of PLYMOUTH,
| legally affembled and held at the Court-
Houfe inPLv mourTH, March16, 1 778,

Voted,

THAT Major fo/bua T komas, Willians
Watfon and lfaac Lothrop, Eiqrs.
be, and they hereby are appointed a
Committee, to wait onthe Rev. Samuel
Wef?, with the Thanks of this Town,
for “his learned and ingenious Sermon,
delivered in this Town, on the laft An-
niverfary of the landing of our Fathers
here, and requeft a Copy thereof that

it may be printed.
Arzef?,

Ephm. Spooner, Town-Clerk,
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ANNIVERSARY SERMON,

ISAIAH rxv:i s 0

Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word : your
brethren that hated you, that caft ycu out for my names fake, faid,
Let the Lord be glurified 5 but he fhall appear to your joy, and

they fhall be afhamed. A woice of noife from the city, @ voice
Jrom the temple, a voice of the LORD that rendereth recompens
10 his enemics.  Before fhe travailed fhe brought forth 3 before
her pain came, fhe was delivered of a man-child. Whao hath
heard fuch a thing # Who hath fecn [uch things ¥ Shall 1he carth
be made to bring forth in one day, or fhall a nation be born at
ence 2 For as foon as Zion travailed fhe Erought forth her chil-

drene Shali I bring to the bicth, and not caufe 10 bring forth P
Saiththe LORD ; thall I cauf: to bring forth, and fhut the wemb®
Saith thy God, .

S the end of our aflembling toge-
ther at time, 15 to commemorate
the goodnefs of God towards our

forefathers, in conduéting them from their

native land, into thisAmerican wildernefs,
and providing for them here a fafe retreat
from the rage and malice of prelatical bi-
gotry ;---and as he has, by a numerous
train of furprizing events, remarkably
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fhewn himfeif to be our God, as he was
the God of our fathers ; I thought I could
‘not better entertain this refpeciable affem-
bly, than by chufing this paffage of facred
fcripture for the fubject of our prefent
meditation : For, I have been fully per-
 fuaded in my own mind for feveral years,
that this text does contain in it, a pro-
phecy of the difpenfations of divine pro-
vidence towards his church and people in
New-England : And I h0pc to make it
appear highly probable, that a great part
of this text has already been remarkably
fulfilled in our Land.

In the words of our text, we find two
things worthy of obfervation. The firft
is, the relation of a fa&, viz. That the
church and people of God were hated, and
grievoufly perfecuted by their brethren.
The fecond is, a gracious protife, that
God would appear for the deliverance of
his church and people, and to the con-
fufion of their adverfaries.

The firft thing worthy of our obfervation,
is, the relation of a faét, viz. That the
church and people of God were hated, and

grievoufly perfecuted by their brcthren.
That the perfons who fuffer this afliction
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from their brethren, are the church and
people of God, appears from the character
given them in our text, of trembling at
the divine word, —-Hear the word of the
LORD, ye that tremble at his word ; Now
thofe that tremble at the word, or com-
mand of God, are the peculiar favorites
of heaven, who walk in all the ordinances and
commandments of the LORD blamelefs, who are
in heart fincere, and being humble and
contrite, arc afraid to difobey, or break
the divine law. Thefe are the true church
of God, in oppofition to all hypocritica),
formal profeflors, who are ftrangers to
experimental religion and the power of
godlinefs. ; fee the fecond verfe of the
context,--—But 1o this man will I look; eves
to him that is poor, and of a contrite [pirie,
and that trembleth at my word ;---this is the
man whom God will accept ; whereas the
hypocritical formalift difpleafes God, while
he pretends to obey his ordir~nces; as we
may fee in the third verfe : He thar killeth
an ox, is as if be flew a man ; be that facrificerh
a bamb, as if be cut off a dog’s neck ; he thas
offereth an oblation,as if he qfkr,ed [wines blood
he that burneth incenfe, as if be bleffed an idol,
The reafon of God’s difpleafure at fuch

perfons;is rendered inthe following words;
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se-Yea they have chofen iheir own 'wdyf, and
their foul delighteth in their obominations.: i. .
They had mixed their own inventions
with the divine inftitutions ; they had
made void the law of God, through their
own. traditions, and had taught for doc-
trines, the commandments of men ; and
they delighted in many things, that were
contrary tothe divine will. But thofe who
tremble at the word of God, dare not
delight in any thing that is an abomination
to the LORD: they dare not add any thing
to the word of God ; neither niare they
diminith ought from it ; they are afraid
to corrupt the Divine Word with their own
inventions ; they dare not fet up any
human .inftitutions in the room of the
DivineCommands. To tremble at the word
of God, and to fear God, are {fynonimous
terms,and mean thefame thing : feePhilip:
2d chap. and 1 2thverfe. Work out your own
[falvarion with ﬁ’m and trembling. Now the
fear of the Lord in fcrlpturc, fignifies the
whole of religion and true piety ; fecEcclef.
xii. 13. Ler us bear the conclufion of the whole
matter : Fear God, and keep his commandments ;
for this is the whole duty of man. The objet
of the divine fear in the law of God ; hence
the Pfalmift fpeaking of the Divine Law,
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galls it the fear of the Lord, Pfal. 19. g,
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever :
i. €. the Divine Law, which is the objet
and only rule of true rchgmus fear, is pure
and free from all corrupt mixtures of hu-
man invention, and, like the author of i it,
fhall abide forever. If the law of God is
the whole rule of our condudt, aund the
fole ground of all truereligious fear ; then
thofe who fear God, and tremble at his
word, are fuch, who dare not fet up the
ordinances and commandments of men in
the place of the Divine Inftitutions ; they
are afraid to folicit the favor of men by
any {inful comphaqces with their bu-
mours ; becaufe that fuch a condud is in-
conﬁﬁent with their being the fervants of
God : Thereforc they are hated by the
world ;---there always was, and there al-
ways will be, an enmity between the feed
of the woman,and the feed of the ferpent ;
the true children of God have always been
hated by the children of the wicked one ;
hence our Saviour tells his difciples, Matt.
10. 22. X¢ fhall be hated of all men for my
names fake ; and he dcclarcs, in John 17.
14. thas the world hath hated them, becaufe
they are not of the world ; i. e. becaufe they

difapprove of thc maxims of the world,
| ¥ OF TG IHARINS of tie ’
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and bear teftimony againft the wicked-
nefs of it.-—-But what renders the cafe in
our text the more aggravated, is, that the
children of God are hated, not by ftran-
. gers and forcxgners, but by their own bre-
thren ; your brethrenthar hated you ; by which
we are to underftand, that they were hated
by their own nation, who profefled the
worﬁnp of the true and living God ; for
the perfecators of the ¢hurch of God it
our text, are doubtlefs the fame that are
deferibed in the 3d and 4th verfes of the
context, who, under pretence of worfhip-
pmg the true God, chofe their own ways,
and dehghted in then' own abominations ;
1. e. they mixed their own inventions
with the Divine Inftitutions ; they did
evd in the fight of the Lord, by adulterat-
ing and corrupting his word ; and they
were angry with the true Worfhlppcrs of
God, becaufe they reje&ed the” unferip-
turzl traditions, by which thefe hypocri-
ticri profeflors had adulterated his pure

ovﬂup, and becqufe they would not fub-
mit to their corrupt additions to the word
oftruth. This excited the hatred of thefe
blgotted te aditionifts, who were determin-
ed to caft them out, as unworthy of their
communion and fellowfhip, pretending
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that God could not be acceptably wor-
fhipped, nor duly honored, unleis their
own additions to the word of God weye
readily complied with and obeyed. Zour
brethren that hated you 5 that caft you out for
nty names fake, [aid, Let the Lord be glorified ;
i. e. the men that hated you, and caft you
out, did it becaufe you ftrictly adhered to
the truth ; becaufe you profefled my name,
and kept to my worthip in the purity of
it ; for they pretended, that God could
not be glorified, unlefs their inventions
‘were complied with, and their commands
were obeyed. ’

IT is worthy of obfervation, that the
word which we tranflate, caff out, is very
‘emphatical In the original; and fignifies to
f{eperate from, and to rejet any perfon
or thing asimpure and unclean, and alfo
to expel, remove far away, or to caft afar
off ; fo that the people of God, for main-
taining Divine Worfhip, in its genuine pu-
rity, were viewed by their fuperftitious
brethren as being fo impure and unclean,
that out of zeal for God, left his name and
worfhip fhould be polluted, and them-
felves defiled by converfing with fuch
fcandalous perfons, they thought them-
felves obliged,not only to caft them out of
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their communion and fellowfhip, but that
they ought to ufe them with {uch rigor
and cruelty as would in effect drive
them afar oft, and force them to {eek a re-
treat from their rage and malice in fome
foreign land :--- and that thisis the mean-
ing of their Leing caft out by their bre-
thren, is fairly implied in the Sth verfe.
--=Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one
day, or fball a nation be born at once ; for as
Joon as Zion :ravailed fbe brought forth bher
children ; 1. e. as foon as their extreme tri-
bulation came on, the whole land where
they dwelt became a diflinét nation from
their enemies ; but this could not have ta-
ken place had they, at that time, dwelt in
the fame land with their perfecuting bre-
‘thren ; the conelufion then is, that when
it is faid, they were caft out by their bre-
thren, it means, that they were forced by
the perfecution of their enemies to flee
‘into a foreign land, that thereby they
might efcape the malice of their foes.---A
falfe blinded zea! prompts its votaries to
commit the greateft outrages and cru-
elties agianft the maintainers of true re-
ligion under the notion of pleafing God :
hence our Saviour tells his difciples, John
Y6. 2. They fhall put you out of the Syna-
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gogues, yea, the time cometh, 1that whofocver
killerh you will think that he doth God fervice.
So thefe hypocritical profeffors in our text,
thought they were glorifying God, while
they were hating, perfecuting and expel-
ling from their borders, the true worfhip-
pers of God. -

Nor could they reft contented with on-
ly exercifing fuch rigor, as to drive them
out of their fight, and caufe them to flee
into a foreign land ; but their reftlefs fu-
ry and ambition prompted them to ‘pur-
{fue their brethren, with unrelenting cru-
elty, into the very place to the which they
had retreated for fhelter from their rage
and malice. This appears to me to be
fairly implied in the %th and 8th verfes—-
Befire fhe travailed fhe brought forth, &c---
As foon asZion travailed fhe brought forth, &c.
Here you fee is inention made of the tra-
‘vail of Zion, i.e. the church of God. Now
this metaphor is ufed in {cripture to de-
note and exprefs a very {evere tribulation,
even fuch an one as fills the mind with
great confternation and anguifh ; fee Je-
remiah 30. 5, 6, 7. Thus faith the Lord,
we have beard a voice of trembling, of fear,
and not of peace.  Afk ye now, and fee whe-
ther a man doth travail with child : where-
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fore ¢ do I fee every man with bis hands on his
Joins, as a woman in travail, and all faces are
‘turned into palenefs ? alas ! for thar day is
grcat, [fo that nonc is like it ; it is even the
zime of Facol’s trouble, but he /7/411 be faved out
of it. This terrible calamity, here called
a travail, appears to me to be {fomething
that takes place long after they were caft
out by their brethren, and to be entirely
diftinét from it ; becaufe this travail is re-
prefented as being the immediate occafion
of their becoming a diftin¢t nation from
their brethren ; fFall a nation be boru at once ?
for as foon as Zion-rravailed fbe brought forth
her children ; and alfo, becaufe before this
travail came on, they were poflefled of
- a political head, fignified, as we fhall thew
hercafter, by the birth of the man-child ;
‘which feems to be confidered as the means
of their being fupported, and carried thro?
this tribulation ; but before they were caft
out by their brethren, they are not con-
fidered as having any civil powers diftinét
from them : Nor could a few weak refu-
gees, that were obliged to flce from the
‘perfecution of their brethren into a fo-
reign land, be able immediately to form
- themfelves into an mdepcndcnt ftate, and
become a diftinct nation fivin their bre.
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thren ; for without a miracle it muft take
up a great length of time to perform all
this. «--For thete reafons I conclude, that
Zion’s travail is fome very fevere and ter-
rible afflition, that was brought upon her
by her enemies, many years after they had
caft her out from among them. Now this
fevere tribulation brou gllt uponthe church
and people of God by their perfecutions,
moft evidently means, (as I takeit) the
calamity of war. Firft, becaufe the fcrip-
tures frequently exprefs the judgment of
war by this metaphor, as feems fairly im-
plied in the text juft now cited from the
prophet Jeremiah : So the prophet Micah
fpeakmg of the diftrefs of the daughter of
Zion, when many nations were gathered
together againft her, ufes the fame figure ;
fee Micah 4. 9. Now wbhy doft thou cry out
. aloud ? is there no king in thee ? is thy coun-
ﬁ:ller perifbed ? for pangs bave taken thee as a
woman in iravail : Jeremiah alfo {peaking
of the deftru&ion brought upon the Jew-
it ftate by the Chaldean army, exprefles
- their calamity by this metaphor, Jerem.
4. 3t. For I have beard a voice as of & wo-
man in travail, and the anguifb as of her that
bringeth forth ber firft child, the voice of the
Daughrer of Zion ; that bewaileth herfelf, that
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fpr eadeth ber hands, faying, Wo is me now, for

my foul is wearied becaufe of murderers : And
the fame prophet {peaking of the confter-
nation that {hould feize the Moabites, and
Edomites, when they {uw themielves fur-
rounded by their enemies, declares the
hearts of their mighty men fbouid be, in that day,
like the heartof a woman in her pangs ; Jerem.
48. 41+ fee alfo Chap. 49. 22, Many
otherpaflages of fcripture might eafily be
produced, where this figure.is ufed to. fig-
pify the calamity of war : So that from
the known and ufual fenfe of this meta-
phor I conclude, that the travail of Zion
in our text, implies init that confterna-
tion of mind, which had feized her, be-
caufe her enemies had engaged herin aca-
lamitous war. Secondly,another reafon,
which convinces me, that Zion’s travail
means the calamity of war, is, that the 6th
verfe doesplalnly contain in it an alarm of
war : A voice of noifefrom the city, a wvoice
Jrom 1he remple, a voice of the Lord that ren-
dereth recompence to bis enemies ; 1.e. an a-
larm of war to roufe the inhabitants to
defend themfelves againft their enemies.
Tblrdly, the man-child, or rulex, menti-
oned in the 7th verfe, as being born for
the protection ¢f the people of God ; and
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the childrén that are mentioned in the 8{1‘)
and gth verfes, as being born for thc de-
fence of Zion againft her foes, plamly im-
ply, that her perfecutors had nnde war
againlt her,---We fee then, that the pera
fecution and affli¢tion which the’ _people
of God fuffered from their brcthrcn Was,
their being caft out, in the firft place, ‘as
unworthy: of their fellowﬂup, and driven
by them afaroff, even into a foreign land,
where, after many years, the mahcc of
their enemies purfues and mvolwcgs them
in all the horrors of a calamitous war ; _]ult
as in the Revelation of the Apoftle _]ohn,
we find, that when theDragon had by his
perfecution driven the woman into the
wildernefs, he ftill continued to vent his
rage and malice againft her ; for we read,
Rev. 12. 17. that zhe Dragon was wroth with
the woman, and went 0 make war with the
remnant of ber feed, which keep the command-
ments of God, and have the teftimony of Fcfus
Chrift.-~-Having confidered what the per-
fecution was, which the people of God
{uffered from their brethren ;
I come now to the

SEconD thing worthy of obfervation

in our text, viz. A generous promife that

God would appear for the proteétion and
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dehverance of his people, and to the con-
fufion of their enemies ;—-bus be fall appear
2o your joy, andthey fball be afbamed. God is
always ready to appear for the proteétion
| and 1afcty of his covenant pcople, while
they put.their truft in him ; and he will
deliver them from their enemies : thus
.God’s prormfe to David in Pfalm 89. 23.
I will bear down his foes before bis face, and
plague them that hate bim. The Lord pro-
‘mifed the children of Ifrael, that if they
;.would bc obcchcnt to hls laws, thcy {hould
If yé 'walk in my ﬁatater and keep my coni-
mandménts, and do them-—ye fhall chafe your
enemics, and they fball fall before you by the
fword ; and five of you fhall chafe a bundred,
“and an hundred of you //mll put ten thoufund ro
Jight ; and your enemies [hall fall before you
by the fwozd

Sucm a rcgard has God for his cove-
nant people, that he ever efteems what is
‘done againft them, as being done againft
himfelf, fee Luke 1. 16. He that defpiferh
you, delpifeth me ; and be that defpifeth me,
defpifeth.bim that fent me ;~--Thus when Saul .
‘was perfecuting the church of Chrift, the
Lord fays to him Aéts, 9. 4. Saul, Saul,
why perfecuteft thow me ? Tor this reafon
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God always brings the moft terrible and
defolating judgments upon thofe that per-
fecute his church and people ; hence he
tells the Jews,---He that taucheth you, touchetls
the apple of his eye, Zech. 2. 8. Even when
the church and people of God have very
grievoufly finnéed and rebelledagainfthim,
fo that in holy anger he has permitted the
nations of the world to overthrow them,
and bring them into bondage ; yet he has
been pleafed to bring the fevereft judge-
ments upon thofe, who were the inftru-
ments of punithing his people for their
{ins : Thus we find that theChaldeans, who
were permitted for the wickednefs of the
- Jews to carry them captive into Babylon,
were for this very thing, threatned with
‘no lefs punithment, thanthat of being
given up as a prey to their enemies; fee
Jerem. 50. 10, 11, And Chaldea fhall be a
[poil ; all thar [poil ber fball be [atisfied, [aith
the Lord ; becaufe ye -wecre glad, becaule ye
rejoiced, Q ye deftroyers of mine herizage. From,
what has been faid, we learn, that it is
part of God’s covenant with his people, to
deliver them f{rom their oppreflors, and
feverely to punith all that have injured
them, Now the means whereby God.

appears for the help and dclxevcmincc of
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lzstcoljle, in our text, are, 1/, Byroufing
up and animating them to ftand in the
def¢nm of their Juﬁ: vights againft their
enemles.‘ 2dly. By providing them with
a pohtlcal head, or ruler ; and 3dfy. By
continuing to animate the people to refift
their, f'oes, untill their deliverance is com-
])leated -In the firf? _p/ace, we find the
Lord ftirring up and animating the people,
in the 6th Vﬁt‘[C, to ftand forth in the de-
fence of their invaded rights. .4 voice of
noifc from the city ; i. €. a cqll to the people
together themfelves together, to ftand in
thcn‘ own defence a"'unﬁ their foes. A
voice from the tempie ; i. e. a call to the
mmx’tcrs of the alter, animating and en-
cotiraging the people, bravely to defend
their juft rights. A voice of the Lord that
rendzreth fecom])cizce 10 his enemics ; 1. e. This
voice of the people, is the voice of the
Lord ; ’ts he that has moved and excited
the people,that by them as-inftruments,he
may reitder recompence to his enemies by
feverely punifhing them for opprefling his
people.---We are, in the Sccond place, in-
formed of their being provided with a
political head for their proteftion, ex-
prefled in the 7th verfe, by the birth of the
man-child ; before fhe travailedy [he brought
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forth ; before Ler pain came, fle wa: delivered
of a man-child ; 1. e. before her enemies
had brought upon her the calamity of
war, which furprized her fuddenly, like
the pains of a travailing woman, her king,
or political head, was eftablithed. That
by the man-child is to be underftood a
king, or fome perfon or perfons endowed
with fupreme civil power. I'have the au-
thority of Jonathan Ben Uzziel, in his Tar«
gum upon the place, who paraphrafes. the
words of the #th verfe thus,--Before ber

tribulation comes upon her, fhe fhall be redeem-

ed; before trembling [eizes her like the pangs
of a travailing woman, her king fhall be re-
vealed. Thus you fee, this antient Chal-
dec Paraphraft, who flourifhed in the reign
of Herod the Great, or near about the
time that Chrift was born, uvnderftood by
the man-child, a king, raifed up to deliver
the people of God from their tribulation ;
and that he was to be manifefted before
their trembling for fear came upon them,
We find alfo the ApoflleJohnin the Reve-
Iation ufing the fame metaphor to fignify
a king, or ruler ; fee Rev. 12. 2, 5. Where
he tells us thathe {aw a woman clorked with

the fun, and baving the moon under Ler feet,

and upon her head a crown of twelve flars ; and
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foe being with child, cried, travailing in biith,
and pained to be delivered---and fbe brougbr forth
& man-child, who was ta rule all nations with
a,'*rqd of iren : and ber child was caught up
unto God, and to bis throne. IHere we {ee,
that by a man-child is meant a king, who
was to rule all nations with an iron rod :
and the beft expofitors by the man-child
underftand Conftantine the Great, the firft
Chriftian Emperor, who defended the
church againft the rage and malice of the
heathen world. From thele authorities
I conclude, that by the man-child in our
text, is meant furreme civil power, whe-
ther lodged in the hands of one, o> many ;
for in antient times, by a king was fre-
quen tly meant any kind of political head-—
hence John, in the Revelation, calls the
feven heads of the beaft, fzven kings, by
which he means the feveral torn.s of Ro-
man Government : for, according to our
beit interpretors, not only kings, empe-
rors and diftators, but alio confuls, trie
bunes and decemviri are here cailed kinys,
Sa the learned Mr. Mede cites a paflage
from Home:, where he calls a fenate of
nobles by tue name of Famous Kings: we
likewife find Abimeleh paiting the quess
tion to the juen o§ silccesn, Judg. 9. 24
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Whether (fays he) is beszer for you, either thas
all the [vics of Ferublbaal, which ara three fcore
and ten perfons, reign over you, or that one reign
over you : we lec from this inftance, that
the being governed by one perfon or by
many, is exprefled by the fame phrafe of
reigning over them.-—From thefe exam-
ples it appears, that king, or kingdom,
was {fometimes ufed by the antients to
fignify any flate or polity, whether mo¢
narchical, ariftocratial, or popular. The
people of God being thus poflefled of a
political head by the birth of a man-child,

‘even before they were involved in the
‘calamities of war, we find, that as foon
as the war had taken place, God in a moft
wonderful and unheard of manner ftirred
up the people through the whole land to
‘refift their foes, and to appear for the help
of Zion in her diftrefs ; and of 2 fudden
-they were formed into a diflinét nation,
and adted as 2 peeple independent of any
foreign jurifdiétion : Who bath bheard fuch
& thing ? Who hath feen fuch things 2 jhall the
earth be made 10 bring forth in one day, or fhall
a nation be born at once ? for as foon as Zion tra-
vailed, fbebrought forth her children. Here we
fece, that the firm union of all the people
thro’ the whole land,and their being fully
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dctcrmim*d to aflit Zion in her diftrefs, is
reprefcoted as a very wonderful and un-
heard of thing ; even as ftrange as though
the earth thould bring for th ¢ 2 people in
an inftant, or as if a whole nation fhould
ftart into exiftence in one day. Now ac-
cording to the common courfe of things,
we know, that it muft naturally take up a
great length of time for a people to be
broughf forth, or for a nation to come
“into exiflence ; may we not then very
'naturally conclude from the words of our
‘text, that the malice of the enemy was
‘directed principaiiy, if not wholly againft
Zion ; and that multitudes of people im-
mediately efpoufed her caufe,again{t whom
tlie malice of the foe had not been levelled;
and that their fo readily efpoufing the
caufe of Zion, is the reafon why they are
confidered as children born for her affif-
‘tance. And does not the wonder confift
in this ? viz. that the whole earth, i. e.
a great and numerous people inhabiting
| the adJacent countries, fhould efpoufe the
caufe of Zion, who in numbers was mnch
{fmaller than themfelves, and by fo doing,
‘involve themfelves in the calamitous war
that had been commenced againft her ;

and confequently be obliged to act as
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diftin& and feperate nation from the
power they were oppofing,and with which
they were, till now, united into one peo-
ple. This is a thing wonderful indeed !
and this, I apprehend, is the very thing
{fpoken of in our text, as what had never
been heard of, nor feen before : for a na-
tion being born at once, as foor as Ziomn.
travailed, implies, that before this travaik
had taken place, neither the city of Zion,
nor any of her friends, were confidered
as a diftinct nation, from their perfecut.:
ing brethren ; and their immediately be-
coming a diftinét nation as fooh as Zion’s
tribulation feized her, was a thing unex-
pected by their foes, and furprizing to
all that heard it. Further, we may ob-
{ferve, that when 1t is (aid, thac the man-
child was born before Zion travailed, i. e.
that a political head was eftablifhed be-
fore the war againft Zion commenced, ic
implies, that the people of God were a«
larmed with certain cruel impefitions,that
were laid upon them by their enemies,
which made them judge it neceflary to be
provided with a political head, or leader,,
to conduct them through thofe calamities,
which they were apprechenfive were com-
ing upon them : but though they kad
. , C Tp
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fiuch a forefight of the dangers that threat-
ned them, as to think it prudent to efta-
piith a political head ; yet it appears from
the text, that they had then no defign of
becoming a diftinét nation from their per-
{ecuting brethren ; for had they defigned
a revol: from their brethren, when they
{irit eftablithed their political head, their
becoming a diftinét nation would not
have been fpoken of as immediately tak-
ing place upon the travail of Zion, i. e.
upon the commencement of the war ; for
in this cafe, their becoming a diftint na-
tion muft have been placed at the birth
of the man child.---It is further implied
in the text, that although as foon as Zion
travailed, the fhould l'rmcr forth her
children to defend and proteél her caufe ;
yet it would be a confiderable time be-
fore her tribulation would Be ai an end,
and her deliverance be fully complcﬂtr
ed ;-—this [ gather from thefe words, Shal/l
I brmg to the birth, and not cavfe 10 bring
forth ? Saith the Lord : fhall I canfe to bimg
foreh and fhut the womb 2 Saith thy God ; i.e.
As I have fo wonderfully brought forth
2 people to maintain the caufe of Zion
againf{t her enemies, can you think that I
will ftay my hand, and not continue to




[ 27 ]

raife up perfons to defend her, till her, de-
liverance is compleated : be not difcou-
raged nor difinayed,either with thelength,
or with the feverity of your tribulation ;
for as1 have began to raife up fons for the
defence of Zion, {o will I continue my
mercy in raifing up children for ber pro-
teGion, until fhe is entirely delivered from
her encmies.----Here then is the Third
means, by which God appears for the help
and deliverance of his people, viz. his
continuing to animate them to rcfiit their
foes, until their deliverance f{houvld be
compleated.-—For we have the faithful
word of God, that Zion fhould not be
forfaken in her tribulation, but that like
a fruitful imother fhe fhall be continually
bringing forth {oas for her defence, until
{he has obtained an entire victory over
her foes. A motitglorious {fupport in fuch
a time of diftrels.,

I have nc 7 gone thro’ with the expla-
nation of t! : Text ; but _beforcl apply 1t
to the prefent dctafion, Ibegz leave to take
notice oi the glorious, peaceful and hap-
py ftate of the church, which is to take
upon her being entirely deliversd from
her perlecuting brethren ; as wlfo of the
utter overthrow and defiruction of her
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enemies. This prediction is contained in
the words linmediately following cur text,
from the 10th, to the end of the 16th verfe
---Rejoice ye with Ferufalem, andbe glad with
ber,all ye that love her : rejoice for joy with ber,
all ye that mourn for her : that ye may fuck,and
be jam rficd with the br eafts of her confolations :
87 ye may milk out, and be delighted with the
aoundance of her glory. For thus faztb the
Lord, Behold, I will extend peace to ber like
a river, and the glory of the Gentiles like a flow-
ing fiream - then fhall ye fuck, ye fhall be borne
upon Yer (ides, and be dandled upon ber knees.
As one whom his mother comforteth, fo will I
comfort you, and you [hall be comforted in Fe-
rufalem. And when ye fee this, your. heart
Jhaiirejoice, and your bones fhall flourifb like an
berb ; and the lwmd of the Lord fhall be known
zowards his [ervants, and his indignation to-
wards his enemies. For behold, the Lord will
come with fire,-and with his chariots like a
whirlwind, to render bis anger with fury, and
bisrebuke with flames of fire. For by fire, and
by his [ words, will the: Lord plead with all
Slefb, -and the flain of the Lord Shall be many.

Here we f{ee, that all the friends of Zion,
all who loved Jerufalem, and mourned for
her, i. e. who fought her profperity, and
were grieved for the affliction which fhe
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fuffered from her perfecuting brethren,
are called upon to rejoice with joy for her
compleat deliverance from her enemies ¢
becaufe, that now rhey might fuck, aund be
fatisfied with the breafls of her confolation; i. e.
they have the greateft reafon to rejoice at

the profperity of Jerufalem, becaufe that
from her, as from a {piritual mother, they
might receive the fincere milk of the word,
the food of immortality, 1. e. the clear
knowledge of divine truths contained in
the word of God, and become acquaint-
ed with the glorious promifes of divine
grace, and of eternal life, which are the
precious privileges of that covenant of
everlafting life, that containsin it the fure
and never failing mercies of Jefus Chrift,
the {on of David, and that they might be
made partakers of the abundanc glory that
{hould be beftowed on her : thefe fpiritu-
al bleflings will yield an everlafting con-
‘folation, and will abundantly fatisfy the
longing defires of every ncedy foul. Here
is a gracious promife alfo of a folid and
lafting peace ; for thus faith the Lord, Be-
hold I will extend peace to her like a river ;
i. e. as a river keeps continually flowing,
withoiit any intermiflion, and its ftreams
never fail ; {fo fhall your peace be firm, uza-
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interrupted and lafting. Here is likewife
A proinife, thatGod would extend the. 0/0ry
of theGentiles to her like a flowing: fiream ; i.e.
that the nations of the world fhall become
Profelytes to the church, and be brought
to the acknowledgem cnt of the truth,
Upon the whole, it appears very .plaiu to
me, thatthis paflage of fcripture contains
in it a promife of what is commonly cailcd
the latter day glory, when the kingdom
of Jefus Chrift fhall be eftablithed through
the whole world, and the knowledge of
God fhall cover the earth as the waters do
- the fea : A glorious promife which has
mnever yet been accomplifhed, but which
it feems is to begin to take place imme-
diately after Zion’s compleat dthveraucc
from her perfecation and tribulation {po-
ken of in our text : and that this glori-
ous {tate of Zion is to be attended with the
entire averthrow and deftruétion of her
enemies ; for we are told, that the hand of
the Lord _//’mll be known to all his fervants ;
i. e. his power in faving his people from
their enemies, and beftowing upon them
fuch peculiar privileges, fhall be fo con-
{picuous, that it fhall be geuerally owned
and acknowledged ; and {o fhall his in-
dignation towards his enemies : the terrie
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ble manner in which God will execute
his judgments upon his enemies, will be
{o remarkable, that it will ftrike the minds
of men with fuch convition, that they
will be forced to acknowledge his holy
hand, that he hatlr done all this ; for we
are told, that she Lord wiil come wiih fire,
and with his charriots like a whirlwind, ts
render his anger with fury, and bis relukes
with flames of fire; for by fire, and by bis
Sword the Lord will plead with all flefh, that
have oppcfed the caufe of truth : the con-
fequence of which will be, that zbe flain of
the Lord fball be many. This terrible de-
ftruction of the enemies of God is to take
place a little before the eftablithing the
new heavens and newearth,wherein dwell-
eth righteoufnefs, as appears from the 22d
verfe of the context. This plainly fhews,
that the great tribulation of Zion, of which
our text {peaks, doesnot refpect the church
under the Jewifh, but under the chriflian
difpenfation ; and is to take place not long
before the eftablifhment of the glorious
kingdom of Chrit upon earth, commone
ly called the Millennum State.

" T come now to apply the words of our
text to the occafion on which we are af-
fembled together at this time, and to fhew
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that this paffage of Scripture has been re-
markably fulfiled in the difpenfations of
Divine Providence towards our fathers,
and towards us their pofterity, in the pre-
fent day. For in the Firf? place, may we
not fay, with the utimoft propriety, that
our forefathers, who firft came into this
country, were men, who trembled at the
word of God ? Were they not perfons of
the moft exemplary piety and zeal ? Did
they not pay a ftri¢t regard to the word
of God? They were for adhering clofely
to the facred Scriptures of the Old and
New Teftament, as the only rule of chrif-
tian faith and practice. They durft not
teach for doirines the commandments of
meén ; nor mix any human inventions
with ‘the pure worfhip of Ged : They
were for ftanding faft in the liberty where-
with Chrift had made them free ; and for
rcjecting all human impofitions in matters
of religion - They were not for being at-
tached to any mere human fyftems ; nor
for calling any man father, or mafter :
~ They referved to themfelves the right of
private judgment in fearching the Scrip-
tures, and were willing to reform their
principles and practices according to the
Light which from time to time they {ould"
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derive from the word of God, without
founding their f{entiments on the judg-
meént of others, however great’ or learn-
ed. = Mr. Prince in his Chronology has
prefenved to us 2 memorable teftimony to
this truth, from the writings of Gover-
nor Winflow, who tells us, that ¢¢ When
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‘Plymouth people parted from their re-

nowned " paftor, :Mr. Robinfon, with
whom they had always lived in the
moft: entire affetion,”---¢¢ He charged

-us -(fays he) before God and his blefled
‘Angels, to follow him no further, than
he followed Chrift : and if God fthould

réveal dny thing to us by any other in-
{trument of his, to be as ready to re-

‘ceive It, as ever we were to receive any

truth by his miniftry : For he was very
confident theLord had more truthand
light yet to brake forth out of his holy

word. He took occafion alfo mriiera-
' bly tc bewail the ftate of the reformed

churches, who were come to a period
in religion, and weould go no fur-
ther than the inftruments of their re-
formation. As for example, the Lu-
therans could net be drawn to go be-
yond what Luther {aw ; for whatever

part of Gods word he had further ge-
E
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vealed to Calvin, they had rather die;
than embrace it : and fo,” {did he, you
{ee the Calviniils, they fltick: where he

left them : a nufery much to be las

mented ; for though they were  preci=

ous fhining lights, in their times; yes

God had not revealed his whole wilk

to them : and were thcy now: alive

(fays he) they would be as ready to emis
brace further light, as that they had rés

ceived. Here alfo he put us in mind of
€€’

our Church covenant'; whereby we
engaged with God and one another,to
receive whatever light or truth fhould
be made known to us from his written
word. But whithal exhorted us to
take heed what we receive for truth:
and well to examine, compare and
weigh it with other Scriptures, before
we receive it. For, faid he, it i1s net
pofible the Chriftian world . theuld
come o lately out of fuch antichriftian
darknefs, and that full perfection of
knowledge fhould break forth at once,
&c.---Words (as Mr. Prince obferves)
almoft aftonifbing in that age of low
and univerfal Bigotry, which then pre-
vailed in the Englifh nation ; wherein

-this truly great and learned man, feems




L 25 ]

¢ to be almoft the only Divine, who was
¢¢ capable of rifing into a noble freedom
¢ of thinking and pradtifing in religious
matters, and even of urging fuch an
¢ equal liberty on kis own people. He
¢¢ labours to take them off from their at-
‘¢¢ tachment to him, that they might be
« more entirely free to fearch and foliow
¢¢ the Scriptures.”” Thus far Mr. Prince.
And certainly, I think every one muft
own that this great and good man difco-
‘vers a moft noble and generous {pirit of
true chriftian freedom. Wehere fee, that
our fathers weire engaged in the moft glo-
rious caufe in the world, viz. the caule
of true Chriftian liberty ; and as they
were for maintaining their own freedom
in matters of pure religion ; fo they were
for allowmg the {ame hberty to others :
neither were they for condemning men of
different denominations from themfelves,
‘nor for feperating from any of the dif-
ciples of jcfus Chrift, nor rejefting from
their eommunion any perfons, that in a
judgment of charity, they fuppofed the
great head of the Church would own.
F or, fays Doctor Mather, “ The New-
¢« England Churches make only the fub-
¢ ftantials of religion, or that vital piety

e .
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¢« wherein all good men are unitec, the
¢¢ rerms of communion among them ;and
¢ they do withdelight fee Godly Congre-
¢« cationals and Prefbyterians, Epifcopa-
¢¢ lians and Antipedobaptifts, and Luthe-
¢¢ rans, all members of the fame Church-
¢ es, and fitting togcther without of-
¢¢ fence about then lefler difference, in
¢ tiie famc holy mountain, at the fame
¢¢ holy table.”---Thus have I fhewn, that
our fathers were tremblers at the word of
God,and ftriétly adheredtothedivine rule.
We may obferve. in the

Second place, That for being tremblers
ar the word of God,in the ienfe above ex-
plained,they were hated by tl.cir brethren;
i. e. for maintaining thefe truly chriftian
fentiments, and for ftriving earneftly to
practife a thorough rcformatlon from all
antichriftian corrvption, théy were hated
by their brethren who could not bear their
attempts to aflfert and maintain their
chriftian freedom from every human im-
pofition, refpeling the ‘,vo:.fhly and fer-
vice of God. Aud their hatred rofe to
fuch an height, as to occafion them to
harra(s and perfecute our fathers with fo
much rigor and feverity, that they were
obliged to leave their native land, and to

. - e
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feek for an aflylum in the defarts of Ame-
rica : and all this feverity was. exercifed
towards them, becaule they would not fub-
mit to their unfcriptural impofitions ; even
to things, which the impofers themfelves
acknowledged to be matters of mere indif-
- ference. Onc would have thought, that
not only Chriftianity, but even Humanity
itfelf,had they been poflefled of any degree
of it befides the outward form, would have
“engaged them to condefcend to the {cru-
ples of thofe,who might appear to them as
weak brethren, efpecially, feeing that the
things which they fcrupled, were in the
judgment of the impofers, no articles of
faith, nor commands of God ; but things
of an indifferent nature : yct, {irange asit
mulft appcal to an impartial mind, f'o the
fa&t was, that becaufe our fathers confci-
cntioufly fcrupled to comply with thofe
things which were ftiled indiiferent, they
were treated as if they had been the
offscouring of the earth,. and the very
chcors of human nature ; {0 that they not
on'y hated thefe tremblcrs at the word of
God, but we may obferve,
Ihirdly, That they caft them out as
uanclean, and unworthy the privileges of
chriftians, and the communion of Saints.

&
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Por this reafon only, they were fined, and
$mprifoned, -and perfecuted, unto death :
from thefe perfecutions they fled into this
land ; chofing rather to expofe themfelves
to the mercy of Indian favages,and all the
intolerable hardfhips attending the ictling
and fubduing fuch an uncultivated defart,
than to be deprived of their religious free-
dom ; viz. the liberty of worfhipping
God according to the diltates of their
own confciences. I obferve again in the

Fourth place, That their adverfaries when
they caft them out, faid, Ler 1he Lord be
glorified ;---they pretended that their own
impolfitions were things decent and orna-
mental in the fervice of God, tending to
promote piety and devotion---that they
were enjoined by the authority of their
fuperiors, and that to refufe a compliance
with, and fubmiffion to their injun&ions,
was an act of obft nacy and contempt of
‘the authority that God had fet over them ;
of confequence that God was difhonored
by their condu&.---Hence they called
them, Fanaricks, Schifmaticks, and, in fcorn,
Puritans 3 and they doubtlefs thought, that
"God would be glorified by their thus crue
elly perfccutm«r their brethren.  But the
Lord was with our fathers, bis providence
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protected and defended them to the ensl
of their days, and ip many iaftances vedy
~ remarkably appeared for their help ; a ma-~
nifeft blefling attended their endeavaurs,
and. by the {miles of Heaven, they were
cnablcd, through much tribulation, to lay
a foyndation fgr a.very flourithing .couar
try, where both ¢ivil and religious. liber
ty,and every other blefling, might -have
been enjoyed in the greateft perfeQtion.4
sid we who inherit the pofleflions which
qur fathers fo dear ly acquired, wmulgd haxe
been the happieft of all people in the
world, had not our enemies, cmucd our
happlne{s, and beheld. with a- ma}cvolau,t
eye ourprof‘perous ficuation : But as their
anceftors hated our fathers, and by their
crueltiés drave them into this land ; fo
they, imitating the deeds of their fathgrg,
have hated us ; and their vengeancc has
purlued us. acrofs the Atlantic :---For by
many unconfhtutlonal a@s they have
been: feeking to rob us of our juft rights
and privileges : and although they have
not openly ftruck at our religious. liber-
ties ; yet from the fevere refle@ions fre-
quently caft upoep us as a religious focie-
there is the utmoft rcafo»n to conclude,
ixat they have a dcﬁgn to deftroy our fa
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; as well a4 civil rlghts. But When
thty faw that we ‘Wwould “hot ’ fubmn‘: to
thei- unconftitutional laws, but were de-
termined ‘to” ftand faff ‘fn'that Tiberty
whercavith lteaven had madé ‘U free, they
took: up theudlvbrd agatnft s, and have
-mavolved usd’fr 41l the horrers’ of-a - caldini-
tousiwar:© {o'that wé mdy dbférve in the

R 27077 }bldw,' ThHae'' the tfaﬁffuf of' Zxon
mehtm’n‘»eﬂzm out'text Has' come ‘upon o,

'andbeeu rEmalka‘(‘F‘y tutfiled .in our'land ;
"for' the' Tudden and nﬁ‘éxpe@ed attack
'made upoi us at’ the tirhé' 6f* Lexmgton
Batele; fprea& ‘cotiftermation through thie
whole Lind : fear and tremblmg felzcd
usi- and we had oar hands uﬁon our;’ loms
Iike 2 woman in travail, and a]} faces were
turned into’ pqleneﬁ, But'as foon as our
Zion travailed the br ought forgh hex chil-
dien for her protettion and defence ; i the
pecple’ 1m1ned1ately gathe; ed thémielves
toget]xer to withftand our foes, and the
‘Lord appeared for our help‘and to.our
Joy, and our enemies were afhamed, De-
obliged to flee before a number greatly
'mferlor to their own.,
‘8o ‘that we ‘may obferve. in the

' Sixrh j)lace, That the carth was madc to

‘bring forth in one dq) , and a nation ‘was
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born at-gnee;: for we were then immes
dntely 1ciic ed from Great- grnam, and
obliged to confider ousftlves as a diftinét
pcople from them. And vwhar makes it
the more wonderful is, that when the ma-
lice of Great-8ritain, was levelled almolt
Wholly 1g¢.mft the Maflachufetts State,
the ‘other governments {heuld 0 readily
cfpoule our caufe, and make it theirown ¢
this was a thmO‘ rather to bewifk ed, than
"atlon'ﬂly hoped for by us; ai.d itivas un-
expected by our enemies ; thc union of the
Colonies appearing fo chimerical to Lord
North, that he called it a rope of fand,by
w2y of contempt. Our enemics had no
idea, that when they had drawn the fivord
againft us, the whole Continent would
immediately roufe up, and come to our
afliftance ; but {fo Divine Piovidence or-
dered it, that as foon as it was known,
that our inveterate foes had commenced
hioftilitics againft us, the whole Coatinent
e{poufed: our caufe; and engaged in our
defence. May we not {ay, WWho Fail) beard
fuch a thing 2 Who kath [cen [uch s thing ?
“Shall the C onginent be made to briing forth in onc
day ? or fhall a nation be born at eice ? for as
foon as we were involved in a war, the

feveral States immediately united in cuy
F
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defcmc, and we became a diftin& nation
from our enemies. This we may obferve

Seventhly, was a wvoice of noife from the
Ciiy, ftirring up the people to engage in
the caufe of our Zion; it was a4 woice
from the temple, from the minifters of the
word, who animated and encouraged their
brethren to quit themfelves like men, and
to defend their juft and injured rights; and
it i3 to be confidered as the voice of the
Lord, who has ftirred up the people to ren-
der a recompence to his, and our enemies,

We may obferve in the

Eighth place, That God has, in many
inftances, appeared to our joy, and our
enemics have been afhamred. Even
the apparent advantages that at any
time they have gained over us, lave in
the end been turned againft them ; fo
‘that they have been, as one prettily ex-
prcﬂ'cs‘ it, bleflings in difguife: To men-

tion onre fact which i1s yet frefh in our
mmds----thfc evacuating of Ticonderoga
and Mount Independcnce was an appa-
reiri advantage to our enemies, and look-
ed like a very fevere blow tipon us ; but
Divine Providence over-ruled it for our
zood, and made it the occafion of the
overthrow of our enemies ; for the vain-
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glorious, haughty Burgoyne, who had
proudly boafted that he cculd march
through the country with five thoufand
men, being elated with his fuccefs, bold-
ly pufhed fo far into the country, thathe
was furrounded with our troops on every
fide, and was obliged to forrender himfelf
and his whole army into our hands. Thus
hath the Lord appeared in this 1nftance, as
well as in feveral others,remarkably to our
joy, and.our enemies have been athamed.
It is warthy to be remarked in the

Ninth place, That before the travail of
our Zion came on, fhe was delivered of a
man-child :—--For as foon as the act for
blocking up the harbour of Bofton became
generally known, the feveral Colonies,
chofe Delegates ta f{it in a General Con-
grefs, in order to take® the lead in thofe
difficult times, and to direct the people,
by advifing them to fuch meafures as
“might tend to the peace and fafety of the
public : fo that long before the travail
that took place at Lexington battle, we
were poflefledof a politicalhead, or ruler ;
though we had no defign, at that tiine, of
fetting up for independency ; it being
- then our defire to have the unconftitutio-

nal acts repealed, and to continue under

. S e ey ——
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the protcﬂ’on of Great-Britain.,  And
heré I cunnot 'but remark, how Divine
rovidence, unbeknown to us, ladlaid a
foundatioa for cur becoming a ‘nation at
once : for when by the war, in which our
cncemiss had involved us, we were oblig-
ed to aft us an independent people ; we
found ourfzlves pollefled of a political
Licad 1n the Continental Congrefs; which
being the grand center of union for «ll
the States. rendered us C’lp&plc of pro-
cecding and alling as a regular political
body, 2n wihout which we {hcould have
been ia danoer o' being thrown into the
utrmolt diforder and confuficn. My bre-
thres, ot vs now ffon a moment, -and
bleis God for his goodneisto us in grante
iIng us a nolitical head before the com.
mencement of the war, withour which we
can hardly ‘cenceive how the union of the
States could have been effeéted, without
which union we {houid have been in the
utmot danger oi'being foon fivallowed up
by our foes. We may further obferve the
goodnels of God in c¢ndowing the mem-
bers of Congrefs with fuch wifdom and
prudence, as to enable them to give fuch
general fatisfaltion to the whele conti-

nend ;---Ic has often been matter of furs
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prize to me, to fee how readily the people
have acquiefed in the refolves of that illuf-
s bady, even when they feemed to. be
unhinged from all government, and there
was no authority "to oblige or enforce
any obedience to them. Muft we not
here acknowledge the hand of God, in-
ipiring the members of Congrefs with a
{pirit of wifdom and prudence, and the
people with a difpofition to comply with,
and fubmit to their Tefolves? Ought we
not to look upon this as a remarkable to-
“ ken, that God intends to fave and deliver
us from our encmies ! Let it be our con-
{tant prayer to God, that he would flill
continue to difpofe the hearts of the peo-
ple to honor, refpect, and chearfully to
{fubmit to all the juft and reafonable re-
folves of that grand convention of the
United States, and that he would continue
to grant to the feveral members of it, that
wifdom and fertitude, that is neceflary to
enable them to difcharge the arduous and
‘important truft repoied in them,

Tenthly, and laftly, we obferve, that
God does ftill continue to raife up chil-
dren vor the defence and fupport of our
Zion, according to the encouragement
given in the text, that after he had once
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2awfed Zicn to bring forth children, he
would not fhut the womb ; i, e. he would
not caufe her to ftop from bearing atly
more childreny but thag the fthould conti-
nue to be a fruitful 'mother, and bring
forth children for her protetion and de-
fence, uncil her deliverance is com-
pleated.---From what has becn faid, we
may f{fec how furprizingly the f{everal
‘parts of our text have been: accomph{hcd
and even literally fulfilled, in the difpen-
fations of Divine Providence, both to-
wards our fathers, and towards us their®
pofterity in the prefent day, And can
‘any oneg. fuppofe, that fuch a wonderful
agreement, in fo many particulars, be-.
tween the prediflion and the events,
could take place by micer chance, with-
out defign ? He that can be fo {ceptical
about fuch a number. of plain faéts agree-
1ng fo exactly with the prediétion, as to
Imagine this agreement happened meerly
by chance, appears to me to have giving
up that moral evidence which would be
thought fufficient to eitablifh any propo-
- {ition in philofophy, or any hiftorical mat-
ters of fact; and {o muft be left to the
jult reward of his own in¢reduility. For

that this propheey cannog belong to the
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Yewift Church, or to the ancient ftate of
the Chriftian Church, plainly appears, from
the impoflibility of accommodating the
text, in all its parts, to any facts that have
taken place in fermer days: The cafe of
the feven united Provinces or States of
Holland, perhaps, in fome refpects, may,
in the opinion of thofe who have not du-
ly confidered the matter, look like¢ an ac-
complifhment of this prophecy ; but let
it be remembered, that their periecutors
were not their brethren, either by nati-
on or religion ; thefe Dutch Proteftants
being perfecuted by Spanifh Roman Ca-
tholicks ; but our fathers were perfecuted
by thelr Proteftant brethren, who were of
the {ame nation and religion with them-
felves, and even members of the fame
Church. And what further fhews that
this prophecy could not be fulfiled by the
States of Holland, or by any other fa&
that has taken place in former days, is,
that, as we have already fhewn, this pro-
pher'y refpefts events, that are to takc
piace juft before the revival of pure religi-
on, and are to be preparatory to the fet-
ting up of the glorious kingdom of Jefus
Chrift upon earth : Hence I conclude,that
either the propliccy refpeéts the prefent
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ftate of America, or elle it is to be fulfil
led in fome future period : But fo many
particulars of this prophecy have already
been {0 exactly accomplifhed in America,
that' I am fully perfuaded, in my own
mimnd,; that the whole.gf it, which is con-
tained in ourtext, does in its fulleft and
utmoft extent relpect God’s dealings with
our fathers, and with us their pofterity.
However, grant that we fhould . be mif~
taken, ‘and that this prophécy is to re-
ceive a more eminent accomplifhment in
fome future day ; yet the cafe will be fo
{imilar to ours, that we may,with a great
deal of propriety apply the gracious pro-
miles and encouragementsin the .text to
aurtelves, viz. that God will ftill .appear
to our.joy, and that our enemies fhall
finally be afthamed,---that as he has began
to raile up fons for the defence apd fup-
port of our Zion, fo he will fkil] continuc
to raife them up, until we obtdin a .com-
pleat deliverance from our enemies: For
as there is a {urprifing uniformity in all
the works of God ; fo it feems to be the
conftant method of Divine Providence,
that'in fimilar cafes, fimilar events fhall
take pla¢e. Whether then this prophecy
does more immediately refpect us, or whe-
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ther it is to have its fulleft accomplifh-
ment in fome future fimilar event, the
encouragement will be much the fame.
From our text and context, we have then
the utmoft reafon to put our hope and
truftin God, that he will yet fhew us his
falvation, and grant a final victory over
our foes ; and that upon our obtaining a
compleat deliverance from our encmies,
and eftablithing our independence, pure
religion will revive and flourifth among
us in a2 much greater degree of perfection.
than ever it has done before : That this
Country will become the feat of civil and
religious liberty ; the place from which
chriftian light-and knowledge fhall be
difperfed to the reft of the world ; fo that
our Zion fhall become the delight and
the praife of the whole earth, and foreign
nations fhall iuck of the breafts of her
confolations, and be {atisfied with the
abundant light and knowledge of Gofpel
truth, which they fhall derive from her ;
that America fhall be the place to which
the perfecuted in other nations fhall flee
from the tyranny of their oppreflors,
where they fhall find a fafe retreat, and
thall be cherifhed by her like chiidren by a

tender mother : and that peace an quict-
G
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nefs thall be eftablithed upon a firm and
lafting bafis, fo that the enemy fhall have
no more power to opprefs : and that God
will take vengeance on our enemies, and
“will fubjeét them to the moft terrible and
__Jdcfolaung judgments, which will end in
their entire overthrow and deftrudtion.
All thefe confequences feem fairly to be
~ deduced from our text and context: and
indeed the dealings of divine providence
towards us have been of fo fingular a na-
ture, that many judiecious perfons have
conluded that fome grand events would
{foon take place, and a new and remarka-
ble zra commence from this period ; that
America would become thefeat of Liberty,
civil and religious ; and a place to which
the perfecuted thould repair for fafety from
the malice of their perfecutors. How
{urprizingly do thefe conjectures of wife
men agree with the facred prophecy un-
der confideration! Being then, my. hear-
ers, animaied with the glorious encou-
ragement and promifes fet before us, let
us with holy confidence look to bhim who
has been both our God and our fathers
God, and who will never leave nor fore
fake his covenant people while they put
their txuft in bim : Qur Fathers trufied ip
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‘bim, and were delivered ; and will he nox
deliver us, if we like them firmly rely up-
on him in the faithful difcharge of our
‘duty? With what chearfulnefs then may
we endure our prefent calamities, when
we have the word of a faithful Ged ; rhas
be will appear to our joy, and that our enemies
Jball be afhamed s s and that as he has caufed
our Zion te bring forth children for her
defence, fo he will continue to raife up
{ons for her protection,  until her delive--
‘rance is compleated. Let us then be
~ ftrong in the Lord and in the power of
his might, let us quit ourfelves like men
engaged in the moft noble and glorious
caufe ; let us behave like the true fons of
freedom and the faithful fons of Zion ;
let us imitate the patience and fortitude
of our pious fore-fathers, which they ex-
- hibited under all their hardfhips and ter-
rible fufferings that they endured ; and
if at any time we fee! deprefled or difcou-
raged with the profpeét before us, let us
for a moment confider their fituation,and
we fhall find enough to ftop our moeuths,
‘if not to make us athamed ;---let us be-
hold them landing in an wncultivated
wildernefs, inhabited by favages, deftituce
of many of the comiorts and even the ue-
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ceflaries of life, expofed to the inclemen-
cies of the feafon, one half of them perifh-
ing in a few months through the hard-
fhips which they endured ; fo far diftant
from any Englifh fcttlement that they
could receive no afliftance in cafe of a fud-
den invafion from the Indians. A moft
‘deplorablefituationindeed ;---but througu
their patience and fortitude they. were
fupported under all thefe futferings ; for
they committed their caufe to Gad, and
were not forfaken. . Are there any among
us that are ready to murmer becaufe they
are deprived of a few luxuries, or becanfe
they cannot have all the elegancies which
they formerly enjoyed ? Let them confi-
der, that when our fathers for want of
~the conveniences of life were obliged tc
" live upon ground-nuts and fhell fith, they
did not murmer nor repine at their fitua-
tion, but gratefully acknowledged the
goodnefs of God towards them :----this I
liave fomewhere found an inftance record-
ed, that one of them having dined up-
on clams, very devoutly gave thanks to
God, that he had fed him of the abun-
dance of the feas, and with treafures hid
in the fand. What a truly chriftian tem-
per, is here difcovered ? They had lecarn-
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ed the Apoftle Paul’s leflon, Whatever
[late they were in, therewith to be content.
*And as they were refigned to the Divine
Will, {fo he appeared for their fafety and
protection, and the heathen were caft out
before them. And as Divine Providence
appeared for the protection of our fathers
in the firft fettling of this land, fo has he
continued to prote(t both them and us
their pofterity unto the prefent day. Thus
when that bigotted Papift, James the fe-
cond, had f{ent over Sir Edmond Andros,
to eftablith tyranny and. popery in this
Land, the Lord appcarcd for the protec-
tion, and to the joy of our fathers, and
their enemies were athamed ; for the glo-
rious revolution under King William, put
a final period to their fchemes for enflav-
ing this land. In like manner when a
formidable French fleet had arrived at
Halifax, in the year 1746, with a defign
to conquer and fubdue the country, the
Lord appeared to our joy, and our ene-
mies were afhamed ; for they were de-
ftroyed by the hand of Divine Providence
in fo wonderful a manner, that none of
them were fuffered to dous any harm.
‘And in our prefent tribulations, we may
ebferve a minifelt defign in providence to
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prev ent our being fubjected by our ene-.
mies to the iron rod of flavery. For how
often have they been prevented from tak-
ing the advantage of our -weaknefs ! And
Divine Providence has in great kindnefs
fo ordered ir, that our enemies have in-
c1 eafed their arthy no fa.ﬁcr than we have
increafed in ftrength to refift them. ‘Can
we, my brethren, when we confider the
glorious example of our fore-fathers, and
how they were protected ; when we con-
{fider the manifeft tokens of the Divine fa-
vor towards us in the prefent day, and
the gracious encouragement afforded in
our text, once entertain a thought of be-
ing difcouraged, even though our tribula-
tion fhould become much greater and fe-
verer thanit ever yet has been ? Surely
to be difinayed when we have fuch glori-
ous encouragements,muft difcover a great
~degree of ingratitude, and a criminal
warrt of faith in the promifes of God.
Ought we not rather in a firm belief of
the word of God, with a pleafing and
grateful {enfe of the Divine goodneis,
reflect upon that happy and glorious
ftate which is to take place when our
deliverance is compleated ? Moft cer-
tainly we may, in the midft of our

-~
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sribulations anticipate the joy of that hap.
py period, when aur peace fhall be extended
10 us like a river, and the glory. of the Gentiles
like a flowing fiream ; when all the friends
of our Jerufalem that mourned for her, fbali
ome to rejoice with her, and to [uck of the

‘breafls of ber confolations, and to be delighted
with the abundance of ber glory.

But there is one thing that damps the
joy of thefe delightful contemptations,
* and is a very fenfible alloy to the plea-
fure that would otherwife arife from fuch
a noble and glorious profpeét as we have
before us---and that is, my brethren the
awful {pirit of rapacity and opprefion, of
profanefs and irreligion, that feems fo ge-
ncrally diffufed through our land ; this is
a very alarming confideration indeed,
which loudly calls for deep humiliation
and a {peedy reformation, ifwe expect to
efcape the judgment of heaven. Let us
remember that the {ins of God’s covenant
people are more aggravated in his fighs
than the fins of others,and therefore they
are expofed to his fevereft judgments :
hence the Lord fays to Ifrael, Amos 3. 2.
You only bave I known of all the families of the
earth ; therefore I <will punifb you for all your
iniquitses. And what flill increafes the
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- gilt, is, that this fpirit of Avarice, oppref-
‘fion and Menopolizing, has taken placc
‘in a-time of general talamity, when there
is a loud call upon every one to exert
‘himfelf for:the publick good, and to re-
Tieve thofe that are fufferrersby the times.
‘Oppreffion at fuch a time muft difcover
the utmoft degree of bafenefs and dcpra-
wvity. ‘Befides, to harden ourfelves in im-
piety and wickednefs, when the judg-
ments of God are abroad in ourland, what
_isit but to fill up the meafure afimur ini-
quities, that wrath may come upén uvs to
.the uttermoft. - Let the avaritiousand the
prafane hear thefe things and tremble !---
Can you -dwell with devouring fire ? can
you inhabit with everlafting burnings ?
For remember that God will be a confu-

ming fire to all hardened and impenitent
finners.

‘But I truft that God has referved to
Lhimfelf a remnant among us, who have
| kcpt their garments from being defiled
with the ﬁns ot the times, and who lament
and bewail all th:e abominations that are
dene in the Land. Thefe fhall be pre-
feved, from the terrible Judgmults, which
fhall befall not only our enemies, but
alio all thofe, who have been guilty of
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the attrocious crimes of the prefent day;
and do not repent of their deeds.

In the next place, while we are confi-
dering the pious exumplie of our Fathers,
let us remember that they witnefied a
- good confeflion 3 for they trembled atrhe
word of God ; they made it the only ftan-
dard of their chriftian faith and praéuce.
~ Let usherein imitate them, and never
niix agy of our own invention with the
word of God Let us ever pay fo much
reverence to the Divine Oracles, as never
in any one inftance t6 depart from the
plain and obvidus {enfe of {eripture for
the fake of indulging any favorite hypo-
_ thefis 3 let us never dare to rcject any
truths to be believed, or. any ordinances
that Chrift has commanded us to obferve.
Let us always be ready to receive any new
light or truth, which fhall at any time be
difcoveredfrom the word of God. This we
have already feen wasthe fentiments ofour
Tathers. Let s never be defirous of being
denominated from any man 2s our father
and founder,nor everfetupany buman {yf-
tems, or particular expofitions of {eripture
as the {tandard of cruth ; but let us evep
be ready to corret any error in dogtrine
or practice, whenever any proper matter’
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of conviction is laid before us, or exhibit-
ed to us from the word of God,
- TxEere isno doubt with me, but that
we are all of us miftaken about many
things contained in the facred Scrlptures ;
for T am fully perfuaded, that there is no
one denomination of chriftiansamong us,
but vhat does deviate in many things
from the facred rule, The true Apofto-
lick chriftianity contained in the New-
Teftament, dees no where fhine forth in
its meridian luftre and brightnefs : and
there is no way that I know of to revive
primitive chrlﬁlamty and to purge it from
all corrupt mixtures butonly byaciofe and
impartial examination of the Scriptures,
and our being ready to reform any error
as foon as we difcover it. Further, if
we have no caufe to ferve but the caufe
of Jefus Chrift, we fhall never be govern-
ed by a party {pirit ; but {hall be ready,
~as our fathers were, to receivesall perfons
to our communion, that agree with us in
the folid points of piety, however they
may differ from us in matters of {mall
~moment. To require any terms of com-
munion that Jefus Chrift has not eftablith-
ed ; to feperate from any fociety of chrif-
vans holding to the grand fundamentals of
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religion, when they do not impofe upon
s finful terms of communion ; or to ex-
clude from our communion any perfon
whom we believe that the great head of
the Church will own and receive, is to
‘make ourfelves guilty of an antichriftian
{pirit, Wnen we renounce from our
communion and fcllowfhip, perfons, that
in a judgment of charity we believe to be
real chrittiars, only becaufe they are ofa
diferent verfuafion from us, or belong to
another denomination of chriftians, it is
plain that we are not feeking, but oppo-
Hing the intereft of Chrift’s kingdom.
Hence the Apoftle Jude tells us, that zkofe
~who feperare themfelves are fenfual, having
not the fpirit.  And the Apoltle Paul, has
taught us, that rthey who caufe di'viﬁon.r,
ferve.not our Lord Fefus Chrift but their own
bellies 5 and by good words and fan [peeches
‘they deccive the bearts of the fimple ; under
pretence of greater purity inreligion they
.draw off from others, though their whole
defign is to ferve their own corrupt pur-
pofes : therefore he orders us to avoid
them ; Rom. 16. 17, 18. Love and upi-
_ty are eflential marks of a true chriftian.
Were we poflefled of true chriftian can-
dor, by a fair and impartial examininati-,
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on we fhould find, that many differences
in explaining particular articled of faith,
arc only meer verbal differences,  and ens<
tirely' vanith when we come to define our
terms. b have always converfed frecly
with perfous of' very different {entiments
from each other ; and to my great fur-
prize have often f'm: nd e 'mmng it perfons of
1up, ofed oppodite piinciples, that a very
great part of their difference in fentiment
-arole frony their affixing different ideas to
the fame words and phrafes ; fo thit
-when they. have been at the pains to
explain their own terms, the difference
has vanifhed, and thm has remained no-
" thing of any moment to contend about.
Fo conclude, may God the father of
mercies enable us to imitate the virtu-
‘ous examples of our pious forefathers~-—
May-we ftrive to cultivate the benevolent
fpirit of the gofpél‘+~Maxr our enemies be
confounded-~ may a happy and glorious
veace be eftablithed,~--may our luft rights
be' fecured upon a firm and unfhaken
foundation :--But above all, may the
glorious kingdom of our Lord Jefus
Chnﬁ be eftablifhed throughout the
worid, and all nations be brought to tlie

unity of the faith ; AMEN.




APPENDTIX

HERE is one olfervation whi¢ch
was omitted in the preceeding dif-
courfe, that I beg leave to infert in this
place ; viz. that the Perfecutors in , our
text were not idolators, or image wor-
fhippers. This I collet from the three
firlt verfes of the context, in which they
are fhewn that true 161151011 confifts in
the temper of the mind, and not in ex-
ternal pomp. Tlus faith the Lord, the heq-
~wen is my throne, and the earth ispiy foorflool :
where is the houfe that ye build unto me ? "ayd
~awbere is the place of my reft 2 For all thofe
things hath my hand made, and all thofe things
have been, faith the Lord & Lut to this man
~awill I look, even to bim that.is poor and of a
contrite [pirit, and that trembleth at my word.
Here the Lord fhews the vanity of con-
fining the refidence of the Moft. High to
temples made with hands; or of the fup-
pofition that he could be circumfcribed or
bounded by any thing that hebad made ;
that the temples that he weuld delight to
dwell in, were the hearts of thc humble
and contrite ones. And to fhew his ab-
“horrence of thofe men who pretended (o
~great zeal in attending the ordinances. pf
'God, while their hearts were deflitute of
real piety, thc Lord inftances in thefe
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‘things which were held in the greateft
“abhorrence among the Jéws, ver. 3. “He
“thar killeth dn ox, isas if be flew a 'man ' be
“that [acrificeth a lamb, as if be cut off a dogs
‘neck ¢ e that offereth an oblation, as if he of-
fereth fwine's blood : he that burncth incenfe,as
:f he [1/@]2'{1 an ido! : vea, tbey have cho/m

“their own ways, - and their foul delngt"r/) in
their abominations. Now as the Lord ma-

nifeftly defigns to convmu them of his

difplealure at them, for their m’fermg fa.- |
crifices to him with impure hearts, it is
“neceflary that the examples by which he
" manifefts his difpleafure, fhould be iuch
“things, as they themfelves abhorred : bat
' bleffing ar idol bein. g one of the thmoq men-
tioned by way of illuftration, " it tollows
that idolatry was -one of the thmgs which
thofe perfecutors themfelves abhorred. But
- if any one fhould afk, by what authority
"I apply this paflage of Scripture to the
'nmes of Chti{tnmty when there are fo
“many expreflions in it that evideatly re-
late to the Jewith worthip ? [ anfwer,
That the writers of the facred pages often
defcribe the chriffian churchand worfhip
~in terms and expreflions ‘taken from the
- Jewiln church and Mofaic difpenfation :
Thus the nine laft chapters of Kzekiel are
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generally underftood to be a prophecy of
the church under the chriftian and gofpcl
difpenfation, though every phrafe’ is ta-
ken from the Mofaic and Levitical dif-
penfation. Thus Ifrael, the feed of "Da-
vid, the feed of Abraham, Zion and Jc-
rufalem, are applied to the church ofGod
under the gofpel difpenfation : according-
ly we find a prophecy in Hofea 1. 1o0.
that the number of the children of Ifrael jJhould
be as the fand of the fea, which cannot be mea-
fured or unumbered ; and that in the place
where it was [aid of them, ye are not my peo-
ple, there it fFould be [aid of them,ye are the fons
of the living God. 'This paflage is applied
by the the apsftlé, Rom. g. 24,---26. tothe
calling of the Gentiles to the embracing
of Chrflianity. We alfo find a paflage in
the Prophet Jeremiah, that in the reign of
David’s righteous branch, i. e. under the
government of Jefus Chrif}, the fon of Da-
vid ; wefind a promife, I fay, that the
{feed of David, and the Levites, God’s mi-
nifters, fhould become innumerable, like
the fand of the fea, and the ftars of hea-
ven ; fee Jerem. 33. 15---26. Now here
by the feed of David, muft evidently be
underftood the difciples of Jefus Chrift
the fon of David, and by Levites, Gofpel
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immﬂcr s fnafmuch as the Jews having
long {Ince loft their genealogies, it fccms |
itﬁ’ﬁoﬂkblc, wuhou a miracle, to diitover
who are the natural offspring of David,
from. thole that are not. In the iame
{enfe muft be underilood Zech, 12. %7 12
whew the houfe of David, and inhabitants
of ]crufdlem mean true chriftians :the fa-
mily of the houle of Nathan, Iappl ehend,
mean D\.&COHS s for Nathan, as I take lt, is
only the fingular of Nethinim. Now the
Nathinims were perfons, whom David
and the Princes of Ifrael appointed to be
over the treafures of all thofe tlnngs,ﬁ
which had been dedicated either by Da-
vid or anv otlier perfons for the mainte-
iance of the houfe and worfhip of God ;
compare Ezra 8 20, with 1 Chron. 26.
20---23. thh niras, therefore, anfwver
to the order of Deacons, under the gofpcli
(hfpeniatmn s and tiie fanily of the houfe
of Levi anfwer to goipel m!} mhex s, or paf-
tors of churches : by the iamxly of %111161
I underftand thofe that have been hearers
of the word preached, but who have not

made an open proféfiion of chu{‘:lamty ;
my rcafons are Firf}, that Shimci properly
{ignifies a bearer 3 and thatan appellative,

.md not a proper name, is here intended,
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from the article be; sbeing affixed to it ;
now this article is not commonly placed
before proper names, but only before ap-
pellatives ; fo thatit ought to have been
tranflated, not the family of Shimei, but,
the family of the bhearer. Secondly, we
may obferve that the word houfc is added
to the other families, but omitted here ;
thus it is expesfled, the family of the
houfe of David, the family ¢f the houfe
of Nathan, the family of the houfe of Le-
vi ; but with regard to Shimei, itis only
fimply the family of Shimei,which omiilion,
as I take it, implies that the perfons here
fignified by the family of Shimei, do not
. belong to the church of Chrift ; for.that
by houfe is fometimes ineant the church,
fee Heb. 3. 6. but Chrift as a fon over bis
own houfe, whofe houfe are we if we bold faft
the confidence, and the rejoicing of the hope |
~ firm unto the end ;} and 1 Tim. 3.15. rhe
houfe of God, which is the chui ch of the living
God. Thefe arethe reafons that induce
-me to believe, that by the family of Shimci,
is meant the perfons that attend the
preached word, but are not members of
#ny vifible charch. We alfo find in the
Epiftle to the Heb. Chap. 12. 22, 23,that

ehriftians are {aid to have come wite Mouns
' ) {
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Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the
beaven)yFerufalem;i.c. that they were joined
to the general aflembly and church of the
firft born; which are written in heaven ;
by which we are to underftand, that they
were members of the church of Chrift,and
heirs of eternal life ; and the Apoftle tells
us, Gal. 3. 29. that all that are Chriffs, i.
e. that are true chrittians, are Abrabam’s
feed and beirs according o promife.

‘T,p EsE remarks may ferve to fhew the
propriety of applying the prophecy con-
tained in our text and context to the
ftate of the church under the gofpel dif-
penfation : and by thefe helps we are na-
turally led to underftand the 1+7th verfe
of the context, of thofe who profefs chrii-
tianity, and yet live after the manner of
theGentiles. T/Jey that fanify themfelves and
purify themfelves in the gardens behind one tree
in the midft, eating [wines flefb, and the abomi-
nation and the moufe, [hall Le confumed together
[aith the Lord. Is here not a prophecy of
the deftruétion of the church of Rome?
For do not the mcmbcrs of that church,
although they profefs chriftianity, deiile
themfelves with the abominations of the
Gentiles ? And are they not called Gen-
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tiles in the t1th Chap. of Rev. verfe 2.
We are alfo told that thofe who efcaped
the deftrution that fhould befall the ene-
mies of truth, thould fpread the know-
ledge of God among the Gentiles, and
that they fhould bring their Gentile con-
verts to the holy mountain Jerufalem,
and there offer them for an offering unto
the Lord, and that the Lord would take
of thefe Gentile converts for Pricfts and
Lcwtes, {fec context, ver. 18---21. Here
"we fee, that thofe who were not dcfcen~
dents from Ifrael by natural generation,
but who were Gentile converts, are cal-
led Priefts and Levites ; whicl: 1sa very
ftrong proof that this prophecy belongs
net to the Jewifl, but to the chriftian
church. And as Gotpel Minifters are
here defcribed under the charaéter of
jewifh Priefts and Levites, {o the chriftian
folemnities for public worfhip arc expref-
fed agrecable to the difpenfation of Mofes,
verfe 23.  Aad it [hall come to pafi, thar
from_one new moon to another, and fromn ouc
Jabbath to another, fhall all fiefh conic to wor-
JEip before me, faith the Lord. New moons
and fabbaths, we all know, were Jewilh
folemnities ; yet they arc here ufed to
defcribe the feafons for public worlhip
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under tne Golpel difpenfation. What is
to me a further and infallible proof, that
this prophecy refpeéts the Chriftian and
not the Jewiflr difpenfation is, that it 1s
to receive its full accomplithment at-the
time when the new heavens and the new
~ earth arc eftablifhed, as we may {ee from
the 22.ver. For as the new beavens and the

new ear f/v which I will make, fhall remain
before me, ﬁm/) the Lord, fo fkall your feed and
name remain, But the promxfe of the new
lieavens and new earth remains yet to be
fulfilled, 2 Peter, 3. 13. waitbelcjm we
according to bis promife, look for new beavens
aind & new’ earth wherein dwelleth vighteouf-
‘nefs.  This glorious and happy ftate of
the church, according to the Apoftle John
in the Revelation, is to take place after
the firft refurre&ion, Rev. 21. 1. Audl
Jaw a new beaven and a new eaith, for the
Jirft beaven and the firft carth were pafled a-
way ; and there was no more fea. In this
new heaven and new earth he faw the
holy city new Jerufalem, coming down
from God out of heaven ; which city he
largely defcribes in the 21ft and 22d
chapters. In order to underfland this
defcription, we are to remember, that
almoft every thing in the Revelaticn relat-
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ing to the chriftian church is exprefled
by figures taken from the difpentation of
Moles ; thus the four living creatures,
and the 24 elders, are fuppoled by learn-~
ed men to be taken from the encamp-
ment of the children of Ifrael in the wil-
dernefs under four ftandards, and from
the divifion of the Priclts into 24 courfes,
which wasmade byDavid. Intike manner
we find that the true Apoftolic Chriftians
who receive the feal of the Divine protec-
tion, by which' they are preferved from
the judments that fhall befall the corrup-
tors of the faith, are faid to be an hun-
‘dred and forty four thoufand, of all the
tribes of the childrenof Ifirael, i. e. 12,000
out of every tribe, each of which tribes
is here particularly named, one by one,
Rev. 7 Chap.

Now as there has been no fuch remark-
able cou.erfion of the natural defcen-
dants of Ifracl to the chriftian faith ; and
as for many ages the ten tribes have been
loft, or rather utteriy unkoown to the
reft of the world, we are obliged to have
recourfe to the myftical fcnfe, and to un-
derftand by the twelve tribes of Ifrael,
chriftians, who are founded upon the co-
venant promifes made to  the wwelve Pa-
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trigrchs, or fons of jacob. . The twelve
thoufand of any particular tr ibe, are.the
thoufands that embrace the dodtrine of
the twelve Apoftles, being heirs of the
promﬂes made to the twdse i’atrm.chs
fee Adts 26. 6, 7, :8"‘. \Vhen therefore
we are told that the city. New Jerufulem,
i e. the pmc_ church of Chrift, had
_twelve gates, and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twclvc tribes
of the chxldren of Ifiael, we aie natumlly
led to underftand, that we cannot enter
into the church of Chrift,until we become
heirs of the fpiritual bleffings promiied
to the twclve tribes of L; 1. The tweive
Angels at the gates are’ the Miuiffers of
Chmt whofe buiinefs it is to ads Bt pm ser
fubjedts to church follow w, and to open
-the gates of the church tor :Le aduilfion
of members. Thefle rwelve gases are
clafled in four divifions, eah divitlon con-
taining three gates, and fucing one of ¢
four cardinal points of the compais : tiis
evidently alludes to the encampment o{ihe
children of Ifrael in the wildernet: vuder
Sour ftandards, having thfee trites'io a
flandard, and each ftandard froaring
one of the four cardinal points of the

comm{'3' fee the fccond chapter of
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Numbers.  This fhews  that all -Who
belong to the New Jerufalem are to
be confidered as belonging to fome on¢’
of the twelve tribes of 1frael ; agrecab_lp to
this, is that paffage in Ezek. 47. 22, 23.
And it fball come to pafs that ye fhall divide it
by lot, for an inberitance unto you, and to the
firangers that [ojourn among you, which. Jhali
beger children among you ; and they fhall be un-
10 ybu as born in thecouatry among the children
of Ifrael + they ﬂuzll bave inberitance with
you, among the tribes of Ifrael ; and it fhall
come to pafs, that in what tribe the flranger
fojourneth, there jkall ye give him bis, inhe-
ritance, faith the Lord God. By being
grafted into the fame ftock with the chil-
dren of Ifracl, they are confidered as be-
ing of the fame nation with them, and
are treated in every refpet, as though
they were the natural offspring of Jacob.
See Rom. 11. 16----29. The wall of the
city we are told had cwelve foundaucms,
and in them the names of the twelve
Apoftles of the Lamb; to denote that
pure chriftianity is to be, taken from the
Apoftolic writings, and neot from the
traditions of fallible men, The wall of
the city is al{o faid to be an hundred and
forty four cubits, which is 12 multiplied
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by 12, to denote that the fecurity and
Pxfpt@&ion of chriftians confift in their
clofely adhering to the covenant of grace
fnade with the antient Pawriarchs, and to
the doétrine of the twelve Apoitles.  The
foundations of'the wallor the city are faid
to be garnifhed with all manner of preci-
ous {toncs, each one of the twelve foun-
dations being garnifhed with one particu-
lar ftone ; a metaphor taken from the law
of Mofes, where theJewith High Prieit was
ordered to wear before the Lord the
breaft-plate of Judgment, in which were
placed twelve precious ftones, which had
engraven on them the names of the twelve
tribes of Ifi-ael ; andthey were fet in four
rows, three ftones in a row, agreeable to
the encainpment of the children of Ifrael
in the wildernefs under four ftandards,
having three tribes toa ftandard. Now
thefe twelve foundations being garnithed
with twelve precious ftones, {eems to im-
ply that the doétrine of the twelve Apoi-
tles fthines with the luftre of the precious
promifes made ta the antient fathers of
the twelve tribes of Iiraecl.  We alio find
that the fight of the city New Jerufulem is
faid to be like aFa/per,which was the ftone
that reprefented the tribe of Benjamin in
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the tigh Prieft’s breaft-plate, & propex

ﬁgurc for the city Jerufalem, which be-
longed to the tribe of Benjamin.

In like manués God the fathet ﬁttmg
hpon his throne of grace and mercy, is
{aid to belike a fa]:per and a Sairdine Stone 3
a jaﬁer to ﬁcrmfy Jcrulalem, and a Sar-
dine {tone to fig ignify Judah ¢ Now Judah
and jcrufalem aré proper types of the
true church of .Chrifts Here then isa
reprcfentatmﬁ ‘of the Deity, confidered as
the God and father of his church and co-
venant PGOplCa The rainbow round about
the throneis 2 proper token of the cove-
hant. [’s being in fight like an emerald,
the ftoné of Ruben, in whofe ftandard was
the figure of the face ofa man, denotes
that this covenant was eftablithed by the
man Chrilt Jefus, for the falvation of the
Human races. The tree of life, i. e. the
covenant of Gracc,ls faid to bear twelve
man ner of fruits, i. e. fruits for every

tribe of Ifrael ; which implies that the
bleﬂ‘mgs of the covenant of grace belong
to all the chlldren of God: This tree
yields it’s fruit every month ; by which
we are to underftand, that thefe bleflings
kre dnfpcnfcd to thc faxthtul on every fea=

are. 5
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fon of public worthip. Here is a plain
allufion to the Jewifth new moons, which
were {acred folemnities for public worfhip,
fee 2. Kings 4, 23. And lfaiah, 66, 13.

~ 2d. Another reafon that induces me to
think that this paffage of fcripture, viz.
the 66ch chapter of Ifaiah, is applicable to
the times of chriftianity, is, that the ene-
mies and corruptors of the truth under
the gofpel difpenfation, are’ fpoken of by
the fame names with the enemies of the
Jewifh church, and fuch who were guilty
of grofs corruptions under the old Tefta-
ment dlfpcnfatlon ;- Thus in the Revela-
tion, B:';lonis the name of the great ene-
my and pcrfecutor of the true church of
Chrift. Inlike manner we are told; Rev.’
11. 8. That the Antichriftian church is
fpiritually called Sodom and Egypt Does;
not this imply, that the antient prophiets
prophefied of this Antichriftian church,
under the figure of Sodom and Egypt.? ’
And may we notfind a prophpfv concern-.
ing this myftic Sodom ? Ezekiel, 1:6 6-"--
61. That her captivity fhaltbe rqﬁored:, and
that Sodom and ber daughters fball return to
rbezr ormer e/t‘ate But can this be undcr- -
itood of Sodom in a litteral fenfe ? In' the
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fame prophefy Samaria is cailed the elder,
and Sodom the younger fifter of Jerufalem :
But how can this be true in the litteral
fenfe, when Sodom was deftroyed from
Heaven many ycars before that Samaria
was built 2 Are we not then naturally led
tothe myftic fenfe, viz. that before the
final deftruction of Antichrift, many Ro-
man Catholicks fhall be converted, and
embrace primitive chriftianity ; which
{feems to be confirmed from, Ezekiel, 47,
8.---11 ; where we are told that the dead
- fea of Sodom fthould be healed by the wa-
ters that proceeded from the fancCtuary ;
i. e. that by the means of grace, multitudes
of this myftic Sodom fhall be brought to
the acknowlcdgemcnt of the truth. E-
gypt is the ﬁgurc that rcprefents the
church of Rome in the foilowing prophe-
fies, Ifaiah, 11. 11, 15.. Chap. 19, 23.---
25. and chap. 27. 13. Zechariah, 10.
10, 11. The Aflyria which is mentioned
with Egypt,in thefe prophefics, is doubt-
lefs the fame with the land of Magog in
~ Ezekiel, 38. 2, by which is generally {up-
-pofed that Turkey is intended, of which
the antient Aflyria is.now a part: In the
{fame fenfe, I fuppofe, is Aflyria to be un-
derftood in Micah, 3, 6.
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The reafon why the Antichriftian church
is called Sodom, feems ta be this ; that
having imitated Sodom in wickednefs,
the punifhment that is to be inflicted on
them, will be like the defiruétion that was
brought upon Sodom and Gomorrah.---=
Compare ifaiah, 1. chap. verfe, ¢, Io.
and chap. 3. verfe g. Jeremiab, 23,
chap. 14, verfe. Deut. 29. chap. verie,
23. In the laft mentioned text, Mofes
tells the Ifralites, that when God’s cove-
nant people fhould apoftatize to idolatory,
their punithment fhould be like that of
Sodom, Aud that whole Land thereof is brim~
Jones and falt and burning, that it is not foon
nor  beareth, nor anmy gr zzﬁ groweth rherein
like the averthrow of Sodom and Gomorrab.
Now as this was never litterally true
with refpet to the land of IHiael is it
not a perdiftion concerning the deftrue-
tion of that myitic Sedom the church of
Rome ? Edom feems another type of the
Antichriftian Rome, for in the (>3d chap.
of Ifa. Chrift conquering his enemies js re-
prefenced as commgfrom}:.dom as the place
where this tragieal fcene is acted. Now
compare this with Rev. 19. chap. verfe 1z,
15. and it will pfamlv appear that the
church of Kome is miftic Edom ; for in
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both places Chrift is reprefented as tread-
ing the wine-prefs of God’s wrath, and
having bis raiment dyed with the blood
of his enemies. Coempare alfo Revelation,
chap. 14, verfe, 18, 20. It is alfo well
known, that the Jewifh writers by Edom
underftand Rome, aid Romifh chriftians ;
we are alfo told that the genuine editions
of the Targum of Jonathzn paraphrafe the
'34th chap. of Ifa. verie gth, thus ; and zhe
Rivers of Rome fhail be turned into pitch,and the
duft thereof into brimftone, and the Land thereof
fhall become burning pitch”; it fhall nor be
guenched night nor day, the [moke thereof fhall
go up forever. Now we know, that this
Chapter is"a prophecy of the deltrultion
of the Edomires ; but the rivers of Edom
litteraly taken, have never been turned
into pitch, nor the duft thereof into
brimftone. Are we not then to underftand
the prophecy as a prediction of the de-
ftruét n of the Church of Rome, that
myft' Edom ? I vl now clofe this Ap-
penc. x,by afking whcthcr the 66th chap.
of Ifaiah, may not be illuftrated by com-
pairing it with the 4th chapter of Micah,
the firft five verfes of which are evidently
a prophecy of the glorious- ftate of the
Church of Chrift in the latter days ; in
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.the .6th venfe it is added, .1in thet day i. e.

_at the time ‘when God fhall be about to

eftablith the glorious ftate of the church,

Sfaith the Lord wild 1 aﬂ%m&le her that halteth,

‘and Twill gather ber that is driven out, and
her thar I haue afflitted ; and I will make her

that balted, a remnant, and ber that was caft
Sai o_j‘ 4 flrong nation ; are not thele they
who in Ifa. 66th, verfe 5th,  were hated
and caft out by their brethren, that af-
terwarxds were born into a nation -at once.

In verfe gth, we read, Is there no king in
thee ? 15 thy. counfellor perifbed 2 Does not
this imply fuch a diflolution of the form
of government as took place when our
Charter was vacated ? there next follows
a.predition of the travail of Zion, i.e.
as we have (hewn above, the calamity of
* war, in which calamity, it is faid in verfe
‘1o, that they fhould go out of the city,
and fhould dwell in the field ; and have

ROt our capltal towns been feized by the
enemy, which has obhged many of the
inhabitants to retire into the fields of the
country ? It is added thou fhalt go even
t0o Babylon, there palt thou be delivered ; there
the Lord fhall redeem thee from the band of
- Ihine enemies.  Are not the French and”
Spanjards a confiderable part of myftic

L4
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Babylon ? And does it not appear pro-
bable, that they will be the means of our
deliverance from our enemies, in confe-
quence of our applying to them? many
nations have alfc gathered together againft
us, both Europeans, Africans, and Amee
rican Savages, according to verfe 1r1th.
And farther is it not implyed in the 3d
verfe of the s5th ;,hap of Micah, which is
plainly a continuation of the propheey,
contained in chap. 4th, that the reftora-
tion of the Jews to their own Land fhall
take place foon after the deliverance of
Zion is compleated ! for the 2d verfe be-
ing a prophecy, that Chrift fhould be
born at Bethlehem, a city of the Jews,
it is added in verfe 3d, Therefore will bhe
give them up, i.e. the Jews, wuntil the time
that [he which travaileth hath brought forib s
- zhen 1he remnant of his brethren fhall return to
the children of Ifrael. Thefe obfervations
I fubmit to the judgment of the candid
and judicoius Reader.
S. W.
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