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And I will reftore thy judges as at the firlt, and thy coun-
fellors as at the beginning : afterward thou lhalt be
called the city of righteoufnefs, the faithful city, Isa.
4. 25. Their children alfo fhall be as aforcnme, and
their congregations fhall be eflablithed before me, and
I will punifh all that opprefs them : and their nobles
fhall be of themfelves, and their governer fhall proceed
from the midit of them, Jrre. 30. 20, 21. As free
and not u/ing your liberty for a closk of rgalicioufuefs,
but as the fervants of GOD, 1 Pever 2 16, The
bealt that thou faweft, fhall afcend out of the bottomle(s
pit, and go into perdition : and they that dwell on the
earth {hall wonder, whoie ndmies were not \eritten in
the book of life from the foundaticn of the world,
when they beliold the bealt, Rev. i» ver ©.
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Iv COUNCIL, May 30, 1776,:

N Motion, Ordered, That THoMAs
CusHing, BENJaMIN LincoLv,
and Moses GiLr, Efquires, be a Commit-
tee to wait on the Rev. Mr. WEST, and
return him the Thanks of the Board, for
his SERMON dclivered Yefterday, before
both Houfes of Affembly ; and to requeft
a Copy thercof for the Prefs.

PErREz MorTON, D. Secr’y.

o o

ADVERTISEMENT.

Would inform the reader éhat feveral poffages
Y owhich wwere omitted, <when the Sermon was
delivered, for fear of Leing tedious to the affembly,
&2 naanforied af the deofire of feveral of the hearcrs.



ELECTION-SERMON.

TIT US, Chapter 3d. Verie 1fr.

Put them in mind to be fubject to principalities and
pewers, to cbey magiraies, fo be ready to every

g6sd ';Uar/c".

e H F great Creator having defign’d
the human race for fociety, "has
made us dependent on one another
for happinels ; he has {o conftituted

vs, that 1t becomes both our duty and intcreft,

to feck the public good.  And that we may
be the more firmly cngach to promote each
others welfare, the Deity has endowed us with
tender and foaal affections, with generous and
benevolept principles @ Ilence the pain, that
we feel in fecing an o hlect of difirefs : Tence

e fatisfadtion, that -ifes in relicving the afllic-

ted, and the fupertor pleafure, whicly we CxXpe-

1ICnce
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riencc in communicating happinefs to the
milerable.  The Deity has alfo invefted us with
moral powersand faculties, by whichweare ena-
tled to diicern the difference between right and
wrong, truth and falthood, good and evil :
Hence the approbation of mind, that amfes
upon doing a good adtion, and the remarfe of
conicicnce, which we experience, when we
counteradt the moral fenfe, and do that which
isevil.  This proves, that in what 1s common-
ly called a ftate of nature, we arc the fubjeéts
of the divine law and government, that the
Deity is our fupreme magiftrate, who has writ-
ten his Iaw in our hearts, and will reward, or
punifh us, according as we obey or difobey his
commands. Had the human race unitormly
perfevered in a ftate of moral reitude, there
would have been little, or no need of any other
law, belides that which is written in the heart
for every one in fuch a flate would bea law
unto huimfelf. There ¢ould be no occafion for
enacting or enforcing of penal laws, for fuch
arc not made for the rightcous man, but for the
lawlefs and difobedsent, for the ungedly, and for
Jinners, for the unboly and profane, for murdgrers of
Sfathers, and murderers of maothers, for manflayers,
Jor «choremongers, for them that defile themfelves
with mankind, for men-flealers, for liars, for perju-
red perfins, and if there be any cther thing, that
2¢ contrary to moral rectitude, and the huppinets
of mankind. The neceflity of forming our-
{clves 1nto politic bodics, and granting to our
raulers, a power to enact laws for the pub-
lic ﬁzf::r}’, and to cuforce them by proper pe-

naltws
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nalties, arifes from our being in a fallen, and
degenerate eftate : The {lighteft view of the
prefent ftate and condition of the huma# race,
is abundantly f{uflicient to convince any per-
fon of common fenfe, and common honetty,
that civil government 1s abfolutely neceflary
for the peace and fafety of mankind, and con-
fequently that all good magiftrates, while they
faithfally difcharge the truft repofed in them,
ought to be rehgioully and confcicncroufly
obeyed. An epemy to good government isan
enemy not only to his country, but to all man-
kind ; for he plainly fthews himfelf to be di-
vefted of thofe tender and focial fentiments,
which are chara&teriftick of an human tem-
per, cven of that generous and benevolent dif-
pofition, which is the peculiar glory of a ration-
al crcature. An encmy to good government
has degraded himfelf below the rank and dig-
nity ot a man, and deferves to be clafsed with
the lower creatton. Hence we find, that wife
and good men of all nations, and rcligions,
have ever inculcated fubjetion to good go-
vernment, and have born their teftimony
againit the licencious diturbers of the public
peace.

Nowr has chaftianity been deficient in this
capital point. We find our bleffed Saviour
direéting the Jews to reader to Cefar the things
that were Caxfar’s: And the apoftles and fuuit
preachers of the gofpel : ot only cxhibited a
good example of fubjection to the magiftrate,
in all thingsthat were juft and lawful, but they

have
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have ulfo in feveral places of the new-teftament,
ftrongly enjoincd upon chriftians the duty of
fubmiflion to that government under which
providence had placed them. Hence we find,
that thofe, who defpife government, and are
not afraid to fpeak evil of dignities, are by the
apoftles Peter and Jude, clafs’d among thofe
pxeimnptuous fclf-willed finners, that are re-
ferv’d to the judgment of the great day. And
the apoitle PPaul judg’d fubmittion to civil go-
vernmcnt, to be a matter of fuch great impor-
tance, that he tho’tit worth his while to charge
Titus, to put his hcarers in mind to be fub-
jeét to principalitics and powers, to obey ma.-
giltrates, to be ready to every good work :
As much as tp fay, none can be ready to every
good work, or be proper y difpos’d to perform
thofc actions, that tend to promote the public
good, who do not obey magittrates, and who
do not become good {ubjeéts of civil govern-
ment. If then obedicnce to the civil magiftrates
i5 fo effential to the character of a chriftian,
that without 1t he cannot be difpofed to
performn thote good works, that are neceflary
tor the weltare of mankind ; if the defpifers of
government are thofe prefumptuous, fcli-wil-
led finners, who are referv’d to the judgment
of the great day ; 1t 15 ccrtainly a matter of
the utimoft importance to us all, tobe thorough-
ly acquainted with the nature and extent Cof
our duty, that we may vield the obedience
requir'd ; for it it 1s unpoilible that we fhould
properly diicharge a duty when we wie funan-
gers to tue nature and oxtent of i

0
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_ I order therefore, that we may form a right
judgment of the duty enjoir’d 1n our text, I
thall confider the nature and defign of civil
government, and fhall {hew, that the fame
principles which oblige us to fabmit to govern-
ment, do equally oblige us to rehft tyravny ;
or that tyranny and m1g1ﬁucy are o oppo-
fitc to cach cther, that where the one beyins,
the other ends. 1 fhall then apply the pr clent
difcourfe to the grand controverly, that at this

day fubhits betwecn Great-Britain and the
Ainerican colonics.

TuaTt we may underftand the nature and
celign of civil government, and difzover the
foundation of the magiitrates authority to com-
mand, and the duty of fubjects to obey, 1t is
ncceﬂ"ury to derive civil government troin its
original ; in order to which we mult confider
what ¢ {tate all men are naturally in, and that
“ 15 as (Mr. Lock obferves) a ftate of perfect
« freedom to order all their actions, and dif-
pofe of their pofleflions, and perfonz as they
« think fit, within the bounds of the law oz
“ nature, without afking leave, or depending
upon the will of any man”. ltis a ftate
whercin all are cqual, no one having a nght to
controul another, or oppofe him 1 what he
docs, unlefs it be in his own dcfum, or 1in

the defence of thofe that being jured ftand
in need of his afliftance.

o«
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Hap men perfevered in aftate of moral redi.
tude, cvery one would have been difpoled o
B to:low



[ o ]

tollow the Taw of nature, and purfuc the gene.

ral good ; 1 fuch a ftate,the wifeft and moft
experienced would undoubtedly be chofen to
gmdc and direct thofe of lefs wifdom and
cxperience than themfelves; there being no-
thing clfe that could afford the leaft thew or
appcearance of any one’s having the {uperiority
or precedency over another ; for the dictates of
conference, and the precepts of natural law be-
ing uniformly and regularly obey'd, men would
only neced to be intormed what thmgs were
moft fit and prudent to be done in thofc cafes,
where their inexperience, or want of acquain-
tance, left their minds in deubt what was the
wifet and moft regular method for them to

urfue. In fuch cafes it would be neceflary
or them to advife with thofe, who were wiicer
and more expericnced than themfelves.  But
thete advifers couid clatm no auth()rit‘y to coni-
pel, or to ufe any forcible menfures to oblige
any one to comply with thetr direction, or ad-

vice ; there counld be no occalion for thu exer-
tion of fuch a power; for every man being
under the government of right rcafon, would
iminediately fecl himtelf conitrain’d to complv
with cvery thing that appcared reafonable ov
fit to bc done, or that would any way tend to
promete the general good.  This would have

Eeew the happy ftate of mankind, had they
clofely adherad to the taw of nature, and per-
{fevered in their primitive Rate,

Tuus we {ee, that a {tate of nature, tho’ it
e o ftate of periect frecdom, yet itis very far
from
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from a ftate of licencioufnels 3 the law of na-
ture gives men no right to do any thing that
is immoral, or contrary to the will of G()D,
and injurious to thew {cllow creatures 5 for a
ftate of nature 15 properly a ftate of law and
government, eyen a government founded up-
on the unchangeable mtm of the Deity, and
a law refulting trom the cternal lirnefs ot things ;
fooner thall heaven and carth pafs away, and
the whole frame of nature be diflolved, than
any part, even the {malleft 10ta of this law {hall
ever be abrogated ; 1t isunchangeable as the Dei-
ty himfelf, bunrr atranfers ipt of his moral perfec-
tions. A revelation pretending to be from Gob,
that contradicts any par¢ of natural law, ought
inmediately to be rejected as an impofture
tor the Deity cannot make a law contrary to
the law of nature, without acting contrary to
himfelt. A thmg; in the {trictely fenfe impofl-
ble, tor that which implics a contradiction is
not an obiect of the divine power, Had this
fubject been properly attended to and under-
flood, the world had remained free from a mul-
titude of ablur’d and pernicrous principles,
which have been mdufteioully propagated by
arttul and defigning men, both in politicks and
divimity.  The dodtrine of non-reftltance, and
unhmited paflive obedience to the worft of ty.-

rants, could never have found credit among
mankind, had the voice of reaton been hearken-
ed to for a eutde, becaute fuch a doctrine
would immediately have hoen difecined to be
contrary to natural law.,

Iw
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T a ftate of naturc we have a right to make
the perfons that have injured us, rcpair the da-
mages that they havedone us ; and it is jultin
us to infhict fuch pumfhmcnt upon them, as
are neceflary to reftrain them from doing the
like for the future : The whole end and defign
of punifhing being cither to reclaim the indivi-
dual punithed, or to deter others from being
guilty of fimilar crimes: Whenever punifh-
ment cxcecds thefe bounds, 1t becomes cruelty
and revenge, and dircctly contrary to the law
of natute. Qur wants and ncceflities being
fuch, as to render it impofliblein moft cafes to
anO) life in any tolerable degree, without en-
tering into {focicty, and therc being innumera-
ble caics, whercin we need the aflitance of
others, which if not aftorded, we {hould very
foon perith ; hence the law of nature requires,
that we thould endcavour to help one another,
to the utmoit of our powcr 1in all cafes, where
our afiiftance is neceflary. It is our duty to
¢ndeaveur always to promote the gencral
good 5 todo to all, as we would be willing to
be c"\’ ¢ bv, werewein their circumitances, to
do juitly, 1o love mercy, and to walk humbly
Lefore Gop.  Thefe are fome of the laws of
natnmre, which every man in ¢iic world is bound
to oiferve, and which whoever violates, expo-
fes himielf to the refentment of mankind, the
fafhes of his own confcience, and the Judgg-
aient of heaven.  This plainly fhews, that the
nicheft frite of hiberty fubjects us to the law of
patnre, wad the eovernment of Gop. The
molt peitelt freedon conkitts in obeying the

dicintey
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dictates of right reafon, and fubmitting to ma-
tural law, When a man goes beyond, or con-
trary to the Jaw of nature and rcafon, he be-
comes the ilave of bafe paflions, and vile lufls,
he introduces confufion and diforder into foci-
cty, and- brings mifery and deftruction upon
himfelf.  This therefore cannot be called a ftate
of freedom, but a ftate of the vileft flavery,
and the moft dreadful bondage : The fervants
of {in and corruption are fubjected to the worft
kind of tyranny in the univerfe. Hence
we conclude, that where hicencioufnefs begins,
liberty cnds.

THe law of naturcis a perfect ftandard and
meafure of action for beings that perfevere in
a {tate of moral rectitude. But the cafc 15 far
different with us, who are 1n a fallen and dege-
nerate cftate. ' We havea law in our members,
which 1s contirually warring againit the law
of the mind; by which we often become en-
flaved to the bafcft lufts, and ave brought into
bondage to the wvileft paffions. The ftrong
propenities of our ammal nature often over-
come the fober diltates of reafon and confci-
ence, and betray us into achions 1njurious to
the public,and deftructive of the fafcty and hap-
pinefs of fociety. M. ¢f unbridled lufls, were
they not reftrain’d by the power of the civil
magiftrate, would fpread horror and defolation
all around them.  This makes it abfolutely ne-
ceflary, that focicties thould form themictves
into politick badics, that they may cnad laws
for the public fafety, and appoint particular

| penalties
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penaliies for the violation of ther lTaws, and
mvcelt a fuitable number of perfons with autho.-
rity to put in execution and enforce the laws
of the ftate ; in order that wicked men may be
reftrained from doing mifchict to thar fellow
creatures, that the m]uxcd may have their
rights reftored to them, that the virtnous may
be cncour aged in doing good ; and that every
member of fociety may be protected and fecu-
red 1n the peaceable, quiet pofleflion and enjoy-
ment of all thole liberties and priviledges, which
the Deity has beftowed upon him, 1. e. that he
may fafcly enjoy, and puriue whatever e
choofcs, that 1s confiltent with the publick
gond. This thews that the end and defign of
civil government, cannot be to deprive men of
their liberty, or take away their freedom ; but
on the contrary the truc delign ot civil govern-
ment 1s to protect men 1n the enjoyment of
liberty.

Froa hence it follows, that tyranny and ar-
bitrary power are utterly inconfiftent with, and
fnbverfive of the very end and delign of civil
government, and directly contrary to natural
taw, which 1s the true foundation ot civil go-
vernmen. and all politick Jaw : Confequently
the authority of a tyrant is of itfclf null and
vaid ; for as no ma- can have a night to act
Contr'xry to the law of nature, 1t 15 umpofiible
that any individual, or even the greateft num-
her of men, can (*(mfu a night upon dﬂ()(h(l.
of which they thomlelves are no p()ihﬂ(d

no body of mien can Juily acd lewtalls hU-

v d
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tizc any perfon to tyrannize over, and enflave
his tellow creaturcs, or to do any thing con-
trary to equity and goodnefs. As magiltrates
have no authority, but what they derive from
the people, whenever they at contrary to the
public good, and puriue meafures deftructive
ot the peace and {atety of the community, they
forfat their right to govern the people.  Civil
rulers and ma nﬁratu, arc properly of human
reation ; they are fet up by the people to be
the ﬂuardnns of their rights, and to fecurc
their 1 perions trom being mjurcd or opprefled 3

the fatety of the pubhck being the fupremelaw
of the ftate, by which the magitrates are to be
coverned, and which they are to confult upox
Al occafions. The modes of admindtration
may be very different, and the forms of govern-
ment may vary from each other in different
ages and natrons ; but under every form, the
end of civil government 13 the fame and can-
not vary : It is like the laws of the Medes and
Perfians, it altereth net.

Tinovcr magiftrates are to confider thet-
felves as the fervants of the people fecing trom
them 1t 15, that they dertve their power md
authority ; yet they mzy allo be confidered a
the minifters of Gop ordain’d by hmm tor thc
zood of mankind: Tor under hun as the fu-
preme magifirate of the univerfe they ace to
act 5 and at 13 Gon who has not only declared in
his word, what are the neceflary qu‘xhlxutuma
of a ruler, but who alfo raifes up and qu difies
men for {uch an important fativa, The ma-

o {trate
)
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giftrate may alfo in a more ftrict and propet
fenfe, be {aid to be ordained of Gop, becaufc
rcafon, which is the voice of Gop plainly re-
quires fuch an order of men to be appointed
for the public good ; now whatever right rea-
fon vequires as neceflary to be done, 1s as much
the will and law ot Gop, as tho’ it were en-
join’:* us by an immedate revelation from hea-
ven, or commanded in the facred feriptures,

Frox this account of the origin, nature and
defign of civil government, we may be very
eafily led into a thorough knowledge of our
duty ; we may {fee the reafon, why we are
bound to obey magiftrates, viz. becaufe they
are the minifters of Gop for good unto the pee-
ple. While therefore they rule in the fear of
Gop, and winle they promote the welfare of
the ftate, 1. e. while they act in the character of
magiftrates, it is the indi{pen{ible duty of all
to fubmit to them, and to oppofe a turbulent,
factious and libertine fpirit, whenever and wher-
ever it dilcovers itielt. When a people have
by their free confent confer’d upon a number
of men, a power to ruleand govern them, they
are bound to obey them : Hence dilobedience
becomes a breach of faith, it is violating a con-
ftitution of their own appointing, and b eaking
a compact for which they ought to have the
moft facred regard : Such a conduét difcovers {o
bafe and difengenuous a temper of mind, that
it muft expofe them to contempt in the judg-
ment of ail the {fober thinking part of mankind.
Subjects are bound to obey Taveful ma giftrates

by
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by every tender tic of human nature, which
dnpo{cs us to confult the public good, and to
feck the good of our brethren, our wives, our
children, our friends and acquaintancce ; for he
that oppofcs lawful authority, docs r allv op-
pole the fafcty and happinefs of his fellow crea-
turcs. A factious, feditious perfon, that oppo-
fcs good government, 1s 2 moniter m nature,
for he is an cnem y to his own {pecies, and dets
titute of the fentiments of humanity.

SusJecTs are allo bound to obey magifirates
for conicience fake, out of regard to the divine
authority, and out of obedience to the wil of
Gop : For if magiftrates are the nunifters of
'‘Gop, we cannot dilobey them without being
difobedient to the law of Gop ; and this extends
to all men in authority, from ‘the higheft ruler
to the loweft ofticer in the ftate. T'o oppofe
them when in the exercife of lawful authority,
1s an act of difobedience to the Deity, and as
fuch will be punithed by him. It will doubt-
lefs be readily granted by every honeft man,
that we ought chearfully to obey the mw: 1ferate
and fubmit to all fuch regulations of govern-
ment, as tend to promote “the publick good ;
but as this gcneral definition may be hable to
be milconfirued, and every man may think
himfelt at liberty to difregard any laws that
do not fuit his intereft, humor, or fincy ; I
would ob{crvc, that 1na Inulutudc of calus,
many or us, for want of being proper ly acquain-
ted wich aflairs of ftate, may be very improper
judzes of pagticular laws, whether they arcjuit

o or
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or not: In fuch cafes it becomes us, as good
members of fociety, peaceably and confcienti-
oufly to fubmit, tho’ we cannot fee the reafon-
ablcnefs of every law to which we fubnut;
and that tor this plain reafon, that if any number
of men thould takcituponthem te oppole authe-
rity for acts, which may be really neceflary for
the public fafety, only becaufe they do not fee
the reafonablenefs of them, the direlt confe-
quence will be introducing confufion and anar-
chy into the ftate.

IT is alfo neceflary, that the minor part
fhould fubmit to the major ; e. g. when legilla-
tors have enaéted a fet of ]a\\ s, which are high-
ly approved by a large majority ¢t the commu-
nity, as tending to promote the publick good,
in this cafe, it a fmall number of perfons are fo
unhappy as to view the matter in a very diflc.
rent pomnt of light from the public, tho’ they
have an undoubted rxght to {fhew the reafons
of their diflent from the judgment of the pub-
lick, and may lawfully ufe all proper argu-
ments to convince the publick of what they
judge to be an error, yet if they fail in their
attempt, and the majority {lill continue to ap-
prove of the laws that are enacted, 1t s the
daty of thofc few that diflent, p(accably and
for confcience fake to fubmit to the publick
judgment ; unlefs {fomething is required of
them which they judge would be finful for
them to comply with ; for in that cafe they
ought to obey the dictates of their own con-
fuumu, rather than any human authority

whatevar.
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whatever.  Perhaps alfo fome cafes of into-
lerable oppreflion, where compliance would
bring on inevitable ruin and deltruction, may
juftly warrant the few to refufe fubmithion to
what they judge inconfiftent with their peace
and fafety ; for the law of felf-prefervation will
always juftify oppofing a crucl and tyrannical
impolitian, except where oppoiition is attended
with greater cvils than {fubmiflion, which is
frequently the cafe where a few are opprefled
by a large and powerful majority. * Lxcept
the above-named cafes, the minor ought always
to fubmit to the maior ; otherwifethere can Le
no peace nor harmony in fociety.  And befides,
it 15 the major part of a community that have
the fole right of eftablifhing a conftitution, and
authonizing magiftrates ; and confequently it is
only the major part of the community that can
claim theright of altering the conftitution, and
difplacing the magiftrates ; for certainly com-
mon fenfe will tell us, that it requires as great
an authority to fet afide a conflitution,
as there was at firft to cftablith 1it.  The col-
lective body, not a few individuals, ought to
conftitute the {upreme authority of the ftate.

Tug

® This Mews therrafon, why tle prim'tive ch-iftians did net
oppole the cruel perfecutiong, 1hai were n l.8ed upon them
by the heathen mag trates s They were few cempared with
the heathen woild ; and for tl.m to have attempted to sefitk
their enumies by force, weuld i ave been like a (mal! pa.cel of
thzep endervouiirg to eppate a large number «f ravening
wolves ard favage beafts of poey @ Lo wouid withcut a inira-

cle have brovpht upon them ireviiible 1un ard & thi Qico

Bence the wife and prudent advice of cur Savicur 15 thaa ie
vh

ELLEY prretva e o i oy, floyene anubaa,
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Tur only difficulty remaining is to deter-
mine, when a people may claim a right of for-
ming themicives into a body PO]ltlLI\, and may
alume the powers of legiflation. In order to
determine this point, we are to reme mber, that
all men being by nature egjual, all the members
of a community have a natural right to afiem-
bic themfelves together, and to aét and vote for
fuch 1eeu! atmm, as thcv judge are ncceflary for
the m;od of the whole.” " But when a commu-
nity 15 become very numerous, it is very dith-
calt, and in many cafes mmpoflible for all to
meet together to regulate the aftairs of the
flate : Hence comwes the neceflity of appointing
delegates to reprefent the people in a general
aflemably.  And this ought o be look’d upon
as a facred and unalicnable right, of winch a
people cannot juitly diveft themfelves, and
which no human authority can in equity cver
take trom them, viz. thatno cne be, obliged to
fubmit to any law, cxcept fuch as are made
cither by himielf, or by Lis reprefentative.

Ir reprelentation ardlegifiation are infcpera-
bly connected, it follows, that when great num-
ers have em igrated into a foreign land, and
are 1o far removed from the parcnt {rate, that
they neither areor can be properly reprefented
by the government from which they have emi-
nmtcd that then nature itfelf points out the
v ecedR wy of their affuming to themiclves the
POWCEs of legiflation, and Ulc) have a night to
cnider thamfeives as a feperate frate frem
tac other, ard 2 tuch to torm thamiddves inro

1 bud) ;«;,fli Fant In
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Ix the next place,

WueN a people find themfelves cruelly op-
prefled by the parent flate, they havcan un-
doubted right to throw ot the yoke, and to
aflert their liberty, if they find good reaton to
judgethatthey havefufhicient powerandftrength
to maintzin their ground in defending thir
jut rights againit their oppreffers : : For in this
cale by the law of felf prefervation, which is
the firlt law of nature, they have not only an
undoubted night, but it is their indupenfible
duty, if they cannot be redrefled any other way,
to renounce all fubmiffion to the governmint
that has oppreiled them, and fet up an inde-
pendant ftate of their own ; even tho’ they may
be valtly inferior in number to the ftate thac
has opprefs’d them.  When either of the afore-
fud cafes takes place, and more efpecially when
both concur, no rational man (1 imagine,) can
have any doubt in his own mind, whether fuch
a peorde have a right to form themfelves into
a bedy politick, and aflume to themfclves all
the powers of a free ftate.  For can it be rati-
onal to fuppofc, that a peoplethould be fubjected
to the tyranny of a fct of men, who are pear-
fect ftrangers to them, and cannot be fuppoted
to have t}mt fellow feeling for them, that we
generally have for thofe “with whom we arc
connected and acquainted ; and befides, thio’
their unacqmmtcdncls w1 th the circumftances:
of the people over whom they claim the vight
of jurifdiction, are utterly unable to judgein a
roultitude of cafs, what is beft for them.

IT
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IT becomes me not to fay, what particular
form of government is beft for a community,
whether a pure democracy, ariftocracy, monar-
chy, ora mixture of all the three fimple forms,
They all have their advantages & difadvantages ;
and when they are properly adminiftred, may
any of them anfwer the defign of civil govern.-
ment tolerably well.  Permit me however to
{ay, that an unlimited abfolute monarchy, and
and an ariftocracy not fubject to the controul
of the peopl:, are two of the moft exception.

able forms of government.

1ft. Brcause in neither of them is there a
proper reprefentation ot the people, and,

2dly. Becavse each of them being entirely
mdcpend;nt ofthe people, they are very apt to
degencrate into tyranny. However, in this
imperfect ftate, we cannot expect to have go-
vernment formed upon fuch a bafis, but that it
may be perverted by bad men to evil purpofes.
A wife and good man would be very loth to
undermine a oonﬁxtutlon, that was once fixed
and cftablifhed, altho” he might dilcover ma-
ny imperfections in it; and nothing fhort of
the mo{t urgent ncceﬂity would ever induce
him to confent to it ; becaufe the unhinging
a people from a form of goverment to which
thcy had been long accuftomed, might throw
them into fuch a fiate of anar chv and confufi-
on as might terminate in thar dcftruction, or
perhaps 10 the end {ubjeét them to the worlk

Lind of tyranny.
Hawvine
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avina thus fhewn the nature, end and
defien of civil government, and pointed out the
rutons, why fubjetts are bound to obey ma-
giltrates, viz. becaufe in {o doing, they both
confult their own happinefs as individuals, and
alfo promote the public good, and the 1afcty ot
the ftate : I proceed,

In the next place to fhew, That the fame prin-
ciples that oblige us to {fubmit to civil govern-
ment, do alfo equally oblige us, where we have
power and ability, to refift and oppol. tyranny;
and that where tyranny begins, government
ends. For if maglﬁmtes have no authority
but what they derive from the pecple, if they
are properly of human creation ; if the whole
end and delign of their inftitution is to pro-
mote the general good, and to {ccure to men
their juft rights, it will follow, that when they
act contrary to the cnd and delign of their
creation, they ceafe being magitr xtes, and the
people, which gave them their authority, have
a right to take it from them again. Thisc 3
vcry plain dictate of common fcnic, which urii-
verfally obtains in all fimilar cafes : for who 1s
there, that having cmplny d @ number of men
to do a partxcul:u pleu,( f work for him, but

what would judge that he had a right to dif-
mils them from his fervice, when hc: found,
that they went dir e&]y centrary to his orders ;
and that izftead of accomplithing the bufineis
he bl Doy hane the y would anfaltibiy
Tovn cod iy gt TR e e S e
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fons as counteract their plans and defigns, tho’
the damage will aftect only a few individuals,
much more muft the body politick have a right
to dcpofe any perions, tho’ appointed to the
highcft place ot power and authority, when
they find, that they are untaithful to the truft
rcpofcd in them, and that inftead of confulting
the general good, they are difturbing the peace
of fociety by makmo laws cruel and oppreflive,
and by depriving the {ubjects of their juit rights
and privileges. W hoever pretends to dmy
this propofition, mult give up all pretence of
being mafter of that common fenfe and reafon
by w vhich the Deity has diftinguithed us from
the brutal herd.

As our duty of obedience to the magifirate
is founded upon our obligation to promote the
general good, our readincefs to obey lawful au-
thority will always arife in proportion to the
love and regard that we have tfor the welfare
ot the publick ; and the fame love and regard
for the publxck will infpire us with as ﬁronq a
zeal to oppole tyranny, as we have to obey
magiitracy. Our obligation to promotc the
publick good extends as much to the oppofing
every exertion of arbitrary power, that is in-
jurious to the State, as it does to the {ubinitting
to goodand wholefome laws. INo man therctore
can be a good member of the community, that
1s not aszealous to oppofe tyranny, as he is ready
to obey magitracy. A {lavith fabmiffion to ty-
rany is a proot of a very fordid and bafe mind :
Such a perfon cannot Le under the influcnce

‘
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of any generous hu.nan f{entiments, nor have
a teudm regard for mankind.

FurTHr:rr, if magiftrates are ne farther mini.
fters of Gob, thau they promoce the gener l
goad of the community, then obedicnce o
them neither i3, nor .1 he uniimited 3 for it
would imply a grois abiudity to aﬂur thm
when magntmtc are ordainzd by the peore
folely for the purpefe of being beneficial o *h
ftate, they mult be obeyed, when they are 1.2
ing to ruin and deftroy it. Fhis would in-,
ply, that mcen were bound to act azuntt tre
great law of ¢l fpxemrwtmn and to contri-
bute theiraflitanc to their own ruin sod de-
ftru¢tion, in order that they mny plealc and
gratity the greatelt monitersin natare, who are
violating the liws of Gop, and deitroying tlic
rights of mankind. Uua'imited fubmillion and
0del€ﬂC€ 1s due to none but Gobp alouc: lHe
‘has an abfolute right to command @ He alone
has an uacontroulablc {nvercignty over us, be-
caufe he alone 1s unchanyes bly 00d : HC tes
-ver will, nor can require of us con‘ittent with
his nature and attiibutes, any hing that is
not fit and reafonable; his comenads are all

Juft and good : And to fuppaole tiut e bas gi-
ven to any particular fet ot men a2 power to
require obedience to that, whichis unrcafon-
ahlc, crucl and uciutt, 15 rebhiny the Lol ity of
his juitice and .. .,dmzs, in which confitts the
peculiar glory of thie divine cliarader 5 and it
i reprefonting hion, under Le horrid character
©fa t} rang,
D It

-
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Ir magiflrates are minifters of Gop oniy
becaufe the law of Gop and reafon points out
the neceflity of {fuch an inftitution for the goo.d
of mankind ; it follows that whenever they
perfuc meafures directly deftructive of the pub-
lick good, they ceafe being Gop’s minifters ;

they torfeit their right to obedience from the
fubject, they become the pefts of focicty ; and
the community is under the ftrongeft obhgati-
on of duty both to Gop and to its own meni-
bers to refift and oppofe them, which will be
fo far from rcfifting the ordinance of Gop, that
1t will be finictly obc)mrr his commands. To
iuppofe otherwife, will 1mply, that the Dcxty
requires of us an obedience, that 1s {elf-contra
dictory and abfurd, and that one part of Ins
law 1s directly contrary to thc other, 1. ¢. while
ke commands us to perfue virtue, and the ge-
ncral good, he does at the fame time require us
to perfccute virtue, and betraythe gencral good
by enjoyning us obcedience to the wicked com-
mands ot tyrannical oppreflors.  Can any orne
not loft to the principles of humurity under-
take to detend fuch abfurd {fentiments as thefe ?
As the public fafety 1s the firlt and grand law
of {ociety, {o no community can have a right
to invelt the magiitratc with any power, or
authority that will cnable him to at againft
the welfare of the ftate, and the good ot the
whole,  1f mien have at any time \nd\cdly, and
foolithly given up their ]uﬂ rights into the
hands ()f thc magiftrate, fuch dab are null and
void ot courfe ; to fuppo’e otherswife will im-
ply, that we have a right to invelt the magafs

trate
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trate with a power to act contrary to the law
of Gop, which is as much as to fay, that we
are not the {ubjects of divine law and goveran-
ment.  What has been faid, 1s (I a ppxchen )
abundantly fuflicient to fhew that tyvants are
no magiitrates, or that when ever magiltrates
abufe their power and authority, to the {ub-
verting the putlick happinefs, their authority
immediately ccafes, and that it not only be-
comes lawtul, but an indifpeniable duty to op-
pole them : That the principle of felf-preferva-
tion, the affection, and duty, that we owe to
our country, and the obcdicnce we owe the
Deity, do all require us to oppofc tyranny.

Tr it be afked, who are the proper judges to
detcrmine, when rulers are guilty of tyrannv
and oppreflion ? Tan{wer, thc publick ; not a
few difaffected individuals, but the colleflive
body of the ftate muft decide this queftion ;
for as it is the colle* ive body that invefts ru-
lers with their power and authority, fo it is
the colletive body that has the fole right of
judging, whiecther rulers act up to the end of
their inflitution or not. Great regard ought
always to be paid to the judgment of the pub-
ick, It 1s truc the pubhck Inay be impofed
upon by a mifreprefentation of facts 5 but this
may be faid of the pu )llbl\, viich can’t always
be fad of mdwxdv.als, viz. that the publick 1s
alw ays wiiling to be rightly intormed, and
when it has pmpn matter of convicion Luid
before ity it’s judgment 1s alwavs right,
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THIS account of the nature and defign of
cwvil government, which is fo clearly fuggedt-
~d to us by tie plain princples of common
fenfe and reafon, is abundantly confirmed by
the facred deriptures, even by thofe very texts,
wuich have been brought by men of flavith
ptrciples to cftablith the ablurd doé&rire, of
u-amited paflive obedience, and non.refiftance :
As will abundantiy appear, by examining the
twe noft noted texts, that are commonly bro’t
tc npport the ftrange doctrine of paflive obe-
Go.ooce. iThe firft that I {ball cite, 1s 1n 1 Pet.
“. €0 Ve, 13, 14. Submit yourfelves to cvery
¢ Ginanze of man, or rether as the words ought to
(¢ rendered from the G, cok, fubmit yourfelzves to eve-
iy bumay;, eréation, or luman conftitution for ike
a5 froe, whether 1t be to the king as fupreme,
cr unto .vernors, as untéthem, that are fent by him
Jor the yun’oment of evil-doers, tnd for the praife
of theiiy tuat do wedl. Here we {ce, that the
apoftle afferts, that magiftracy is of human cre.
ation or appointment, thatis, that magifirates
have no power or outhority, but what they
derive from the people ; that this power they
are to excrt for the punithment of evil doers,
and for the praife of them that do wcll, 1. .
the end ard defigh of the ‘appointmcent of ma.
gilrates, is to redlrain wicked men by proper
prena’tic- rom injuring ooy, and to encou-
ra o ponor thevirtuens snd obediciut. Ups
o eccount, chiilians are to o them
£ Lord's fale wiaek 1o oo he had taid
o’ aontiatcs oo of oo puntan aproint.
racut, aind can couni po power, oroauicriiy,

v
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but what they derive from thc people, yet as
they are ordained by men to promote the ge-
neral good by punifhing evil doers, and by re-
warding and encouraging the virtuous and
obedient, you ought to fubmit to them out of
a facred regard to the divine authority ; for
as they in the faithful difcharge of their office
do fulfil the will of Gob, fo ye by fubmitting
to them do fulfil the divine command. If the
only reafon aflign’d by the apoftle, why ma-
giftrates fhould be obey’d out of a regard to
the divine authority, is becaufe they punifh the
wicked and encourage the good : It follows,
that when they punifh the virtuous, and en-
courage the vicious, we have a right to refufe
yielding any fubmiffion or obedience to them 5
. ¢. whenever they act contrary to the end
and defign of their inftitution, they forfeit
their authority to govern the people ; and the
reafon for fubmitting to them out of regard to
the divine authority immediately ceafes ; and
they being only of human appointment, the
authority. which the people gave them, the.
publick have a- right to take from them, and
to confer it upon thofe who are more worthy.
So far is this text from favouring arbitrary
principles, that there is nothing 1n it, but
what i1s confiftent with, and favourable to the
highcft liberty, that any man can with to enjoy ;
for this text requires us to fubmit to the ma-
giltrate no farther than he is the encourager
and protector ot virtue, and the punifher of”
vice ; and this is confiftent wih all that liber-
€y which the Deity has beftowed upon us.

| Thne
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Tu cthor text which 1 fhall mention, and
whlich has buen made ufe of, by the favourers
of atbitrary govetnment, as thewr -great fheet
anchor and main {upport, 1s in Rom. 13th the
bt fix verfes, 1t cvery foul be fubject to the
Digaer posvers s for there s no pewer out of GOD :
T oo poseers that be are ordwin’d of GOD.  Whe-
Juever therefore refiteih the power, refyfteth the or-
diiance of GOD ; and they ihat rofyt fbail ie-
ceive to themjeles damnation : Iur iulers are not
a ierrer to gosd sworks but to the evil. Wit theu
then not be afra:d of the power ¢ Do that which
ts geod, and thou fbalt bave praife of the fame.
Yer be is the minifler of GOD to thee for geod.
But 1f thou do that which is evil be afraid, for he
beareth not the fword in vain, for be is the mini-
Sler of GOD, a revenger to execute wrath upon
bim, that doth evil, Wherefore ye muft needs be
Julyect not only for awrath, but alfo for cenjcience
Jakeo For, for this caufe pay you tribute alfo ; for
fvey are Ged's minifters attending continually upon
thus wery thing., A very little attention (1 ap-
prehend ) will be fufficient to fhew, that this
text 1s {o far from favouring arbitrary govern.
nmicat, that on the contrary, it firongly hLolds
torth the principles of true liberty. Subjecti.
oi to the higher powers 15 cnjoined by the
upolile, kecaute there is no power but of Gobp ;
the powers that be are ordained of Gop. con-
iequently, to relift the power 1s to refift the
eriinance of Gop @ And he repeatedly declares
that the ruler s the minifier of Gon. Now
hoefoic we can fay, whether this text makes
Yy Of epvill tic oduine of unimited paflive

obedines
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obedience, we muit find out in what fenfe
the apoftle afiirms, that magiftracy 1 the ordi-
nance of Gop, and what he intends when he
calls the ruler the minifter of Gobp.

I caw think but of threc poflible fenfes,
in which magiftracy can with any propriety be
called Gop’s ordinance, or in which rulers can
be faid to be ordained of Gop as his minifters.
"The firt 1s a plain declaration from the word
of Gop, that fuch an one, and his defcendants
are, and fhall be the only true and lawful ma-
iftrates ; thus we find in {cripture, the king-
dom of Judah to be fettled by divine appoint.
ment in the family of David. or,

2dly, By an immediate commifiion from
Gop, ordering and appointing fuch an one by
name to be the ruler over the people ; thus Saul
and Ddvid werc immediately appointed by
Gop to be kings over Hiael. Or,

3dly, MacisTrAacy may be called the ordia
nance of Gop ; and rulers may be called the
minifters of Gobp, becaufe the nature >nd rca-
fon of things, which is the law of Gop re-
quires fuch an inftitution for the prefervation
and Lifety of civil fociety. In the two fft
fenfes, the apottle cannot be fuppofed to aflirm,
that magiitracy is Gop’s ordinance, for neither
he, nor any of the {acred writers have entailed
the magiitracy woany oune particular faruily un-
der the gofpel difpenfition.  Neither does be,
nor any of the infpired writers give us the
lealt hint, that any perion thould cver be e
wpdintidy
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mediately commiffioned from Gobp to bear riala
over the people. The third fenfe then is the
only fenfe, in which the apoftle can be fuppo-
- fed to affirm, that the magiftrate is the minitter
of Gop, and that magiftracy is the ordinance
of Gop, viz that the nature and reafon of
‘things, require fuch aninflitution for the pre-
{ervation and fafety of mankird. Now if this
Ye the only fenfe in which the apoftle aftirms,
that magiftrates are ordained ot Gob as his
sainifters, refiftance muft be criminal only fp
fur forth, as they arc the minifters of Gon, i.e.
while they act up to the end of their inftituti-
on, and «ceafes being criminal, when chey ceafe
bein;; the minifters of Gop, 1. e. when they act
conirary to-the gencral good, and feck to de-
dtroy the libertics of the people.

Tuax we have gotten theapoflle’s fenfe of
magiftracy, being the ordinance of Gop, will
lainly appear fiom the text itfelf : For after
'ﬁaving aflerted, that to refift the power 1s to
refift the ordinance of Gop, and they that
xefift, fhall receive to themielves damnation ;
he immediately adds, as the reafon of this af-
fertion,, For rulers are not a terror to goad works,
but to the evil.  Wilt thou then not be afraid of the
power ¢ Do that <which 15 good, and thou fhait
have praife of the fame : For be 15 the miniier of
GOD to thee for good.  But if thou do that which
is evil be afraid ; for he bearcth not the jword in
watn : Vor be 1s.the minyter of GOD, a1evenger
o execute awrath upen bim that doth evdl.  Heress
2 plain declaration of the fenfe, in which he af.
| {cris,
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ferts, that the authority of the magiftrate is
ordained of Gobp, viz. becaufe rulers are not a
terror to good works, but to the evil, there-
fore we ought to drcad oftending them, for
we cannot offend them but by doing evil, and
if we do evil, we have juft reafon to fear their
power ; for they bear not the {word in vain,
but in this cafe, the magiftrate is a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil: But
it we are found doers oi that which is good,
we have o reafon to fear the authority of the
magiftrate, for in this cafc, inftead of being
punithed we fhall be protectcd and encoura-
ged : The reafon why the magiftrate is called
the mimiter ot Gop, is, becaule he is to protect,
cncourage and honor them that do well, and
to punith them that do cvil ; thercfore it is
our duty to {fubmit to them, not mercly for
fear of being puaithed by them, but out of
regard to the divine authority, under which
they are deputed to execute judgment, and to
do juftice. For this reafon (according to the
apoftle) tribute is to be paid them, becaufe as
the minifters of Gop thcir whole bufinefs 1s to
protett every man in‘the enjoyment of his juit
rights and privileges, and to punilh cvery
evil doer. |

Ir the apoftle then aflerts, that rulers are or-
dain’d of Gop, only becaufe they arca terror
to evil works, and a praifc to them that do
well, if they are minifters of Gop only becauie
they encourage virtue and punith vice § it for
this reafon cnly they are to be ebey’d tor cone

K jeicuce
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fcience fake ; if the fole reafon, why they have
aright to tribute is becaufe thcy devote theme
felves wholly to the bufinefs of fecuring to
men their juft rights, and te the pumﬂnng of
cvil docrs ; it tollows by undeniable conie-
quence, that when they become the pefts of hu-
man fociety ; when they promote and encou-
rage” evil doers,and become a terror to good
works, they then ceafe being the ordinance of
Gop ; they are no longer I'UICAS, nor minifters
of GOD they arc fo far from being the pow-
ers that are ordam’d of Gop, that they become
the minifters of the powers of darknefs : And
it is fo far from being a crime to relift them,
that in many cafes it may be highly criminal
in the fight of heaven to refule refifting and
oppoﬁnrr them to the utmoft of our power;

in other words, that the fame reafons, that re-
quire us to obey the ordinance of Gop, do
equally oblige us, when we have power and
opportunity, “to oppofe and refift the ordinance
of fatan.

H:~cEe we {ee, that the apoftle Paul inftead
of being a friend to tyranny and arbitray go-
gernment, turns ocut to be a ftrong advocate
for the juft rights ot mankind ; and 1s for
our enjoying all that liberty, with which Gobp
has inveilcd us : For no power (according to
the apoftle) 15 ordained of Gop, but what 1s
an cncoumzrer of every good and wvirtuous
action, do ¢, hat which  is g'aoJ and thou fhalit hawe
pra;; eof the fame : No man nced to be afraid
of this power, which is ordain’d of Gop, who

docs
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does nothing but what is agreeable to the law
of Gop ; for this power will not reftrain us from
exercifing any liberty, which the Deity has
granted us ; tor the miniiter of Gop 1s to re-
ftrain us from nothing, but the doing of that
which is evil, and to this we have no nght:
To pradtice ewil is not liberty, but licenciouf-
mefs. Can we conceive of a more perfect, equi-
table and generous planof government, than
this which the apoftle has laid down, wiz. to
have rulers appointed over us, to cncourage
us every to good and virtuous action, to detend
and protect us in our juft rights and privileges ;
and to grant us every thing that can tend to
promote out true intereft and happinefs ; tore-
ftrain every licencious™ action, and to punifh
every one that would injurc or harm us; to be-
come a terror to evil doers, tc make and exe-
cute fuch jult and righteous laws, as fhall ef-
fectually deter and hinder men from the com.
miflion of cvil ; and to attend continually upon
this very thing ; to make it their conftant care
and {tudy day and nightto promotethe good and
welfare of the cornmunity, and to oppofe all
evil practices. Defervedly may fuch rulers be
called the minilters of God for good. They
carry on the fame benevalent defign towards
the community which they great governor of
the univerfe does towards his whole crzation.
Tis the indifpenfible duty of a people to pay
tribute, and to afford an cafy and comfortable
fubfiftence to fuch rulers, becaufe they are the
minifters of Gop, who arc continually labour-
ng and cmployin o their time for the gpod gl()f
. 1e
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the community. He that refifts fuch magif-
trates, does in a very emphatical fenfe refift the
ordinance ofGop ; he is an enemy to mankind,
odious to Gop, and juftly incurs the fentence
ot condemnation from the great judge of quick
and dead. Obedience to fuch magiftrates is
yielding obedience to the will of Gop ; and
therefore ought to be performed from a facred
regard to the divine authonty.

For 71y one frcm hence to infer, that the
apoftle enjoins in this text uniimited obedience
to the wort of tyrants, and that he pronoun-
ces damnation upon thofe that refift the arbi-
trary meafures of fuch pefts of fociety, is juft
as good {enfe, as if one thould afhrm, that be-
caufe the {cripture enjoins us obedience to all
the laws of Gop, therefore we may not oppofe
the power of darknefs, or becaufe we are com-
manded to fubmit to the ordinance of Gop,
therefore we may not refift the minifters of
fatan. Such wild work muft be made with the
apoftle before he can be brought to {peak the
lanzuage of oppreflion. It is as plain (I think)
as words can make it, that according to this
text, no tyrant can be a ruler; for the apoitle’s
G.iiniion of a ruler is, that he 1s not a terror to
good works, but to the evil; and that hc is
one who 15 to praife and cncourage thofe that
do well ; whenever then the ruler encourages
tiiem that do evil, andisa terror to thofe that
do well, i. e. as foon as he becomes a tyrant,
he forteits his authority to govern, and becomes
the minifter of fatan, and as fuch ought to be

()p")()i\..' ‘o l
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f know, it is faid, that the magiftrates were
at the time when the apoftle wrote, heathens;
and that Nero, that moniter of tyranny was then
emperor of Rome ; that therefore the apoitle
by enjoining fubmiffion to the powers that then
were, does require unlimited obedience to be
yielded to the worft of tyrants. Now not to
infift upon what has been often obierved, viz.
that this epiftle was written moft probably
about the beginning of Nero's reign, at which
time he was a very humane and merciful prince,
did every thing that was generous and bene-
volent to the publick, and fhewed every act
of mercy, and tendernefs to particulars; and
therefore might at that time juftly deferve the
character of the minifter of Gop for good to
the people ; I fay, waving this ; we will fup-
pofe that this epiftle was written after that
Nero was become a monfter of tyranny and
wickednefs, it will by ne means follow from
thence, that the apoltle meant to enjoin unli-
mited fubjection to fuch an authority, or
that he intended to afirm, that fuch a cruel
delpotick authority was the ordinance of Gop.
The plain obvious fenfe of his words (as we
have already feen) forbids fuch a conftru&ion
to be put upon them ; for they plainly imply
a ftrong abhorrence and difapprobation of fuch
a character, and clearly prove that Nero, {o’far
for thas he was a tyrant, could not be the mini-
tter of Gob, nor have a right to claim fub-
miffion from the people; fo that this ought per-
haps rather to be view’d as a feverce fatyr upon
Nero, than as cnjoyning any fubmiflion to him.

It
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It is alfo worthy to be obferved, that the
apoitle prudently wav’d mentioning any parti.
cular perfons that were then in power 5 as it
might have bcen conftrued in an inviduous
light, anc expofed the primitive chriftians to
the fevere refentments of the men that were
then in power. He only in general requires
fubmiflion to the higher powers, becaufe the
powers that be are ordain’d of Gob ; now tho’
the emperor might at that time be fuch a tyrant,
that he could with no propriety be faid to be or-
dain’d of Gob, yet it would befomewhat ftrange
it there were no men in power among the Ro-
nans, that acted up to the charaéter ot good ma-
giitrates, and that deferved to be eftcemed as the
minifters of Gop tor good unto the people :
It there were any fuch, notwithftanding the
tyranny of Nero, the apoftle might with grcat
propriety enjoin {ubmiflion to thofe powers that
were ordain’d of Gop, and by fo particularly
pointing out the end and defign of magiitrates,
2nd giving his definition of a ruler, he might
defign to fhew, that neither Nero, nor any

other tyrant, ought to be eftcemed as the min:.
fter of Gaop.

Og, rather, which appears to me to be the
true {cnfe, the apoftle meant to fpeak of magii-
tracy in gencral, without any particular refe-
reuce to the emperor, or any other perfon
power, that was then at Rome; and the
meaning of this patlage 1s, as if he had {md, 1t
1s the dut\ of every chriflian to be a good fub-
32 af civil government, tor the power and

authonty
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suthority of the civil magiftrate are from Gosx,
for the powers that beare ordain’d of Gob 1. c.
the authority of the magiftrates that are now
cither at Rome, or elfewhere,is ordained of
the Deity ; whercver you find any lawful ma-
ailtrates, remember, they arc of divine ordina-
tton ; but that you may underftand what I
mcan, when I fay, that magiftrates are of di-
vine ordination ; [ will thew you how you may
difzern, who are lawful magiftrates and ordain-
ed of Gop, from thofe who arc not : Thofe only
are to be clteemed lawtal magiftrates, and
ordain’d of God, who purfie the publick good
by honouring and encouraging thofc that do
well, and punithing all that do evil ; fuch and
fuchonly, wherever they areto be found, are the
miniiters of Gop for good ; to relift fuch, 1s re-
Lifting the ordinance of Gop, and expoling
yourtelves to the divine wrathand condemna.
tioi.

I cither of thefe fenfes, the text cannot make
any thing in favour ot arbitrary government.
Nor cowmd he with any propriety tell them,
that they need not be afraid of the power, {o
long as they did that which was good, if he
meant to recommend an unlimited {fubmiflion
to a tyrannical ivero ; for the beit characters

vere Lhe likelieft te fall a facrifice to his ma'ice.
And beitdes, fuch an injuntion would be direct-
ly contrary to his own practice, and the prac-
tice ot the primitive chriitians, who refufcd to
comply with the finful conmands of men in
power 5 ticir anfiver in {fuch caies being this,
we
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we ought to obey Gobprather than men: Hence
the apoftle Paul himfelf fuffered many cruel
perfccutions, becaufe he would not renounce
chriltianity, but perfifted in oppofing the ido-
latrous worthip of the pagan world.

Tris text being refcued from the abfurd in-
terpretations, which the favourers of arbitrary
government have put upon it, turns out to be
anoble confirmation of that free and generous
plan of goverment, which the law of nature
and reafon points out to us. Nor can we de-
firc 2 more cquitable plan of government, than
what the apoftle has here laid down : Forif
we confult our happinefs and real good, we
can never wifh for an unrcafonable liberty, viz.
a freedom to do evil, which according tothe
apofile, 1s the only thmg that the magiftrate
is to refrain us from. To havea liberty to do
whatever 1s fit, reafonable or good, is the high-
eft degree of ﬁ eedom, that rational beings can
poﬂefs And how honourable a fiation are
thofe men placed in by the providence of Gob,
whofe bufirefs it is, to fecure to men this rati.

oncl liberty, and to promote the happinefs and
welfare of focicty, by fupprefling vice and im-
rality, sn< by honouring and encouraging eve-
ry thing thatis ammble, virtuous and pratfe
worthy ? Such magiftrates vught to be honour-
ed and obeyed as the minifters of Gop, and the
{ervants of the king of hcaven. Can wc con-
cewe of a jarger and more generous pian of
srovernment than this of the apoftle 7 Or can
we find words more pl:unly expreilive of a dif-
approbation
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approbation of an arbitrary and tyrannical go-
vernment ? I never read this text without ad-
miring the beauty and nervoufnefs ot it: And
I can hardly conceive how he could exprefs
more 1deas in fo few words, than he has done.
Wefee here, 1n one view, the honorthat belongs
to the magiitrate, becaufe heis ordain’d of Gobp
for the publicik good.  We have his duty point-
ted out, viz. to honour and encourage the
virtuous, to promote the real good of the
cowarnunity, and te punifh all wicked and
wjurious perfons. We are taught the du-
ty ot the fubjed, viz. to obey the magiftrate
for confcience fake, becaufe he 1s ordain’d
of Gop; and that rulers being continually
employed under Gop for our good, are to
he generoully maistained, by the paying them
tribute 3 and that difobedience to rulers 13
highly criminal, and will expofe us to the divine
wratli. Tne liberty of the fubject 15 alfo clearly
afierted, viz. that fu’jedts are to beallowed to do
every thing that is instfell jult and right, and
are only to be reftrained from: being guilty of
wrong actions. It isalfo ttrongly imgiied, that
when rulers become oppreflive to the fubject,
and injurious to the ftate, their authority, thenr
refpecl, their muintenance, and the duoty of
fubmittirg to them muft imm diately ceale
tacy are then to be confidered as the mi-
nifters of fatan; and as fuch it becomes our

indifpenfable duty torefitt and oppofe them.,
Tuvs welee, that both reafon and revilation
perfetly agree in pointing ont the nacure, end
and defrgn of government, viz, that it is to pre-
I mote
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motc the welfure dand happinefs of the commii-
nity 3 and that fubjects huve a right to do cve-
vy thing that is good, praife-w orthy and con-
fittent with the goocl of the community, and
arc only to be reftrain’d when they do cvil,
and arc 1njurious either to individuals or the
whole community ; and that they ought to
fubmit to every law,_, that 1s beneficial to the
community for confcience fake, altho’ 1t may

in fome meafure interfere with ther privac-
interodt; for every good man will be ready tc
torego his puva.fe intercft for the fake of being
beneficial to the publick. Reafon and revela-
tion (we fec) do both tcach us, that our obedi-
ence to rulers 15 not unlimited ; but that refift-
ance 15 not only allowable, but an indifpenfable
duty 1n the cafe of intolerable tyranny and
oppreflion.  From both reafon and revelation,
we learn, that as the publick fafety s the {u-
preme law of the {tate, being the truc ftandard
and meafurc by which we are to judge whe-
ther any law or body of laws are juft or not,
fo legiflators have a right to make, and require
fubjection to, any fet of laws, that have a ten-
cency to promote the good of the community.,
Ouvr governours have a right to take cvery
proper method to form the minds of ther fub.
jects {o, that they may become good membets
of focxety The great difference that we may
oblerve among the feveral clafles of maukind,
artfe chicfly from their education, and their
laws ; hence men become virtuous or vici-
ous ; good common wealths-men, or the con-
trary, gencrous, neble and couragious, or bale,
mean ﬂ)x'xtcd and cowardly 5 acc oxqu to the
imprcflioa
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impreflion that they have reccived from thce
government that they arve under, togethier with
their education, and the methods that have
been practiced Dby therr leaders to form  their
minds in carly life : i Tence the neceflity of good
Jaw s to encourage cvery noble and virtuous
ientiment, to fupprefs vice and immorality ;
to promote indufiry, and to punifh idlencls
that parent of nnumerable evils 5 to promote
arts and {ciences, and to banifh 1ignorance from
amonzit mankind.

Axp as nothing tends like religion and the
fear of Gop to make men good “members of
the common wealth j it st the duty of magif-
trates to become the patrons and promoters of
rcligion and piety, and to make fuitable laws
for the maintaining public‘l' worfhip, and de-
ently fupporting the teachers of religion : Such
laws (I apprehend) are bi()lutelv necc,h“ry for
the well being of civil fuciety.  Such laws may
be made confittent with all that liverty of con-
fcience, which every good member of { oqct/
ouzht to be poilefled ot ;5 for as there are tew,
1r any religious {ocieties among s, but what
pr ofefs to believe and pradtice AL the oveat du-
tics of rcdigion and moraity, that are Necell Ty
for the wdl being of focicty, and the fafety
of the {tate 5 let every one be allow’d to attend
\'\)Lmi) i his own focicty, or an that way,
that he judgzes molt agrecable ta the will of
(;mo, and let i be olm red to contribute his

1&m«w to tae mpp\ntm rand defreymg the
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cafe no one can have any right to complain,
that he is depriv’d of hiberty of confcience, fee-
ing that he has a right to choofe and freely at-
tend that worﬂnp, that appears to him to be
moft agreable to the will of Gop ; and 1t muit
be very unreafonable for him to object againft
being obliged to contribute his part towards
the fupport of that worfhip, which he has cho-
fen. Whether fome fuch mecthod as this might
not tend in a very eminent manner to promote
the peace and weltarc of {ociety, I muit leave
to the wifdom of our legillators to determine ;
befure it would take oft fome of the moft po-

pular objettions againft being obliged by law
to fupport publxck worthip, while the law re-

firicts that {upport only to one denomination,

Bur for the civil authority to pretend to cfta-
blith particular modcs of faith, and forms of
worfhip, and to punifh all that deviate from
the ftandard which our fupcriors have fet up,
1s attended with the ‘moft pernicious confe-
quences to fociety : It cramps all free and rati-
onal cnquiry ; fills the world with hypocrites
and {uperftitious bigots ; nay withanfidels and
{fcepticks : It expoles men of religion and con-
icience to the rage and malice of fiery blind
zealots ; and diflolves every tender tye of hu-
man nature : In fhort, it introduces confulion
and every evil work. ~And Lcannot but look
upon it as a pecultar blefling of heaven, that
we live in a lmd where every one can freely
deitver h:s cntiments upon relizious fubjects,

aad lhave the privuedge OAW(.)AAIUI pinr Gob,
ACCOLUILT
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according to the dictates of his own confcience,
without any moleftation or difturbance : A
priviledge which I hope, we thall ever keep up,
and ftrenuoully maintain. No principlesought
ever tobedifcountenanced by civil authority,
but fuch as tend to the fubverfion of the ftatc.
So long as a man 1s a good member of fociety,
he 13 accountable to Gop alone for his religi-
ous fentiments : But when men are found dif-
turbers of the publick peace, ftirring up fediti-
on, or practiling againit the ftate, no pretence
of rehqxon or cr)nfcunce, ought to {creen them
from being brought to condlgn puniihment.
But then 25 the end and delign of punifhment
15 either to make reftitution to the injured, or
to reftrain men from committing the like
crimes for the future, {o when thefe important
cnds are anfwercd, the punifhment ought to
ccafe ; for whatever is inflicted npon a man un-
der the notion of punithment, aftes thefe impor-
tant ends are an{wered, is not a juft and lawful
punifhment, but is properly cruelty, and bafe
revenge.

Frowm this account of civil government we
lcarn, that the bufinefs of magiitrates is weighty
and important : It requires both wifdom and in-
tearity : When either are wanting, government
will be poorly adminiftred ; more efpecially if
our governours are men of loofe morals, and
abandoned principles ; for if a man 1s not faith-
ful to Goo and his own foul, how can we c¢x-
pat, that he will be faithful to the publick
There wasa great deal of proprictyin theadvices

tha
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that Jethro cave to Moles to provide able men

men of truth that feared Gop, and that hatcd
cea./etouinefs, and ‘o appoint then for rulers
over the people. Lor 1t certainly implics a very
grofs aolurdlty tc fuppofe, that thole who arc
ordain’d of GOD for the publick good, fhould
have no regar:t to the laws of Gobp ; or that
the minifters of Gop fhould be dcfpliers of the
divine commands. D3 sid the man after Gop’s
own heart, makes piety a neceflary qualificati-
on in aruler ; be that ruleth over men (fuys he )
miyt be juft, ruling in the fear of GOD : It is ne-
CCfﬁlt’y it {hould be {o, tor the welfare and hap-
pinefs of the ftatc ; for to fay nothing of the
venality and corruptlon, of the tyranny and
oppreflion, that will take place under unjuit
yulers ; barely their vicious and irregular lives
will have a moft pernicious eftet upon thelives
and manners of their fubjets ; their authority
becomes defpicable in the opinion of difcerning
men : And befides, with what face can thcy
‘make, or execute laws againft vices, which they
practice with vrccdmcfs ¢ A people that have
a right of Chooﬁn“‘ their magiftrates, are cri-
minally guilty in the f ight of heaven when they
arc govern’d by caprice and humor, or are 1.
fluenced by br 1bcry to choofe magiltrates, thas
arcirreligtous men,who arc deve vid of {entiment,
are of bad morals and hafc lives. Men cannot
be fulliciently fenfible, what a curfe they moy
bring upou themielves, and thear uhut) , by
moh{hl” and wickedly chtm(mu nen of aau-

oned churacers zmd p‘o.i""a:; vosfor thas
M‘ f.'.h ahCs and volor
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We have already feen, that magiftrates who
rule in the fear of Gop, ought not only to be
obey’d as the minifters of Gob 3 ; but that they
ought alfo to be handfomely {upported, that
they may chearfully and frcely attend upon the
duties of their ftation ; for it is a great fhame
and difgrace to {oucty, to fee men that ferve
the publick, labouring under indigent and nee-
dy circumflances ; and befides, it 1s a2 maxim of
eternal truth, that the labourer is worthy of his
reward.

It 1sdlfo a great duty incumbent on people
to treat thofe in authority with all becoming
honour and refpett, tobe very careful of cafting
any afperfion upon their characters. To de-
{pife government and to fpeak evil of dignities
1s reprefented in {eripture as one of the worlt
of characters ; and it was an injunétion of Mo-
{es, thou //)a/t not [peak evil of the ruler of thy
people.  Great mifchief may enfue upon revi-
ling the character of good rulers ; for the un-
thmkmg herd of mankind are very apt to give

car to {candal : And when it fallsupon men in
power, it brings their authority into contempt,
leflens their influence, and difheartens them
from doing that fervice to the community of
which thcy are capable : Whereas, when they
are properly honour=d, and treated with that
reipect which is due to their ftation ; ; 1t 1n{pires
them with courage and 2 noble ardor to ferve
the publick their influcnce among the people
15 ﬁxumthcncd, and their authonfy becomcs
firmly cltablithed.  We ought to remember,
that
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that they are men like to ourfelves, liable to
the fame imperfections and infirmities with
the reft of us, and therefore fo long as they aim
at the publick good, their miftakes, mifappre-
henfions and infirmitics ought to be treated
with the utmolt humanity and tendernefs.

BuTt tho’ I would recommend to all chrifli-
ans, as a part of the duty that they owe to
magiftrates, to treat them with proper honour
and refpedt 5 nonc can reafonably fuppofe, that
1 mean that they ought to be flattered in their
vices, or honoured and carefied whiie they are
feeking to undermine and ruin the ftate: Fer
this would be wickedly betraying our juft rights,
and we fthould be guilty of our own dellructi-
on : We ought ever to perfevere with firmnefs
and fortitude in maiatining and contending for
all that liberty, that the Deity has granted us :
It is our duty to be ever watchful over our
jult rights, and not fuffer them to be wrefted
out of our hands by any of the artifices of ty-
rannical oppreflors . But there 15 2 wide dific-
rence between being jealous of our rights, when
we have the ftrongelt reafon to conclude, that
they are invaded by our rulers, and being un-
reafonably fufpicions of men that are zealoufly
endeavouring to fupport the conftitution, on-
ly becaufe we do not thoroughly comprehend
zll their defigns : The firft argues a neble and
generous mind, the other a low and bafe {pint.

Tnuus Lave I confidered the nature of the
cuty enjoin’d mn thc texi, and Laveendeavour-

cd
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ved to ﬂmv, that the fame principles (hat 1ch ire
obedience to lawful magiftrates, do alfo require
us to refift tyrants 5 this I have confirm’d irom
reafon, and feripture,

Tr was with a particular view to the prefent
anhappy controverty that {fubfifts between us,
and Great-Britan, that [ chofe to dilcourfe up-
m the nature and dulgn ot govumnent and
the rights and duties both ot governors, and
gover md that {o, juitly underfta nding  our
Ufrhts and. Priv 110;@», we may f{tand firm in our
oppolition to minifterial tyranny, while at the
fame tige we pav all proper obedience and {ub-
miflion to our lawtul magiltrates ; and that
while we are (ontcndum for liberty, we
may avoid running into lxcmcxoufnc{: ; and
that we may pxc1c1 ve the due medium be-
tween {uomlttmg to tyranny, and running
into anarchy. - Tacknowledge that Thave un-
dertaken a difficult tafk ; bue, as it appear’d to
me, the prefent ftate of affairs loudly cali’d for
fuch a difcourfc ; and thierctore I hope the wife,
the generous, a and the good will candidly »
cetve my good intentions to ferve the puM C.
I fhall now apply this difcourfc to the grand
controver(y that at this day tubflis lxt\\cu'
Great-Britain and the Americdn ceoiie;

Axp here in the ﬁxﬂ PJC\, Imnmf Sl
take notice, how \mndu‘mll\ providence has

Omiled upon s by cauliy g the feveral colonics

*o unite {o ﬁnmv trwuhu 1«'*1'111 the t\l.xmx*'
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i thar particular intercft, forms of gowverii-
ment, modes of worfhip, and particular cuftoms
and manners 3 befides feveral animofities that
had fublilted amonfr them. That under theic
cricitnitances, fuch an union fhould take place,

as we now behold, was a thing that might ra.
ther have been withed than hopcd tor.

Axp 1 the next phcc, Who could have
thought, that when our charter was vacated,
when we became deftitute of any Ic«rlﬂam" '
authority ; and when our courts of juftice
i many. parts of the country were ftop’d, fo

that we could neither make, nor execute law:
upon offenders, who I fay would have thought,
that in fuch a fituation, the people fhould be-
have {o peaczably, and maintuin fuch good or-
der and harmony among themfelves ! This 1s
a plain proof, that they having r-¢ the civil
Law to regulate themfclves by, becamme a law
unto themiclves ; ; and by their conduct they
have fhewn, that they were regulated by the
law of Gop written in thetr hearts.  "This 1s
the Lord’s doing, and 1t ought to be marvel-
OU5 10 our Cycs.

Faoxt what has been faid in this difcourft,
will appear, that we are in the way ot ou
nity, in vppomf" the tyranny of Great-Bre-
Lain s for e unlimited fubmifiion 13 not duce to
any Luman power 5 if we hm ¢ un undoubted
veht to opoofe and vefift a fet of tyrants, thae
aveolabs .Jnn~ our juft rights and puwl\d T,
(Lo nrot remzia a dowbt in any muan, that

wii!
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ol mimly attend to reafon, whether we have
a right to refift and oppofe the arbitrar y mea-
{ures of the King and Parliament; for itis plam
to demonﬂratlon nay it is in 2 manner {elt-evi-
dent, that they have been, and are endeavour-
ing to deprive us not only of the priviledges
of Englithmen, and ourcharter rights, but they
have cndeavour'd to deprive us of what is
much more facred, viz. the priviledges of men
and chriftians * 1. ¢. they arc robbing us of the
unalicnable rights, that the Gop of nature has
given us, as men, and rational beings, and has
confirmed to us in his written word as chrifti-
ans, and difciples of that Jefus, who come to
redcem us from the bondage of fin, and the
tyranny of fatan, and to n'r:mt us the moft per-
tect freedom, even the srlorxous | berty of thc
fons and children of Gop ; that here they have
cndeavour’d to deprive us "of the facred charter
of the king of heaven. But we have this for
our confohtmn, the Lord reigneth, ke governs
the world in righteoufncfs, And W1ll avenge the
caufe of the opprefled, when they cry “unto
Inm. We have made our appeal to hcaven,

and we cannot doubt, but that the judge of all
the cartl wotll ds ripht.

INerp T upen this occafion defecend to parti-
¢ulars ¢ Can any once be ignorant what the
things

* The nieaning is nat, that they have attemnpted 1o deprive us of.
Libecty of confience, Lot tiat they have attempted ) take
awmiy thole piphys, which (5.4 has bovatted s with a5 his
cveaturesy, and conhimed gn hg polp l, by whicth beliovers

hove a covenant spht ww 2he good taogs of thay prefeet hifg,
ad wogld. ' :
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things are of which we complatn f Docs not
cevery one know, that the King and Pariiament
have affumed the right to tax us without our
confent ? And can any one be io loft to the
principles of humanity and common {enfe, as
not to view their conduct in this aflair as a ve-
ry grievous impofition ! Reafon and equity re-
guire that no one be obliged to pay a tax that
Ne has never confented to, either by himfelf, or
by his reprefentative : Butas divine prov*dencc
has placed us at {o great a diftance from Great-
Britain, that we neither are, nor can be pro-
perly rcpm{ultcd in the Britifh parliament ;
iL is a plain proof that the Dcity defign’d, that
¢ [hould lave the powers of legiflation and
ta \mon among ourfelves : For can any fuppofe
1t to be reafonable, that a fet of men that are
perfect ftrangers to us, fhould have the uncon-
troulable rnight ro lay the moft heavy and grie-
vous burdens upon us that they pleafe, purcly
to gratify their unboiinded avarice and luxury?
Mult we be obliged t> perith with cold and
hunger' to, maigta{in them in idlenefs, in all
kinds of debauchery and diflipation ? But if
they have the right to talce our property trom
ns without our confent, we muit be wholly at
their mercy for our food and raiment, and we
knpw by fad cxperience, that their tender mer-
CICs are Cr ucl

I‘JUT hecaufe we were not willing to {ubmit
to {'mh an lmi‘i"’htcous‘ and cruci decrce 5 tho'
vee modettly complain’d and humbly pctxtmu d
"o aredeas of grievances, inficad of hcamw
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our complaints and granting our requefts, they
have gone on.to add iniquity to tranigreflion,
by making feveral cruel and unrighteous acts.
Who can forget the cruel act to block up the
harbour of Bofton, whereby thoufands of ins
nocent perfons muft have been inevitably ruin’d
had they not been fupported by the continent ?
Who can forget the act for vacating our char»
ter, together with many other cruel aéts which
it  necdlels to mention ! But not being able
to accomplifh their wicked purpofes by meer
acts of parliament, they have proceeded to coms
mence open hoftilities againft us ¢ and have en-
deavour’d ta deftroy us by fire and {word ;
our towns they have burnt, our brethen they
have {lain, our veflcls they have taken, and out
gocds they have fpoiled. - And afterall this
wanton exertion of arbitrary power, 1s there
the man that hasany of the feelings of humanity
Jeft, who is not fired with a noble indignation
- againft fuch mercilefs tyrants ; who have not
only brought upon us all the horrors of a civil
war, but have allo added a piece of barbarity
unknown to Turks and Mahometan infidels ;
yea fuch as would. be abhor’d and detefled by
the favages of the wildernefs: I mean their
cruelly forceing our brethern, whom they have
taken prifoners, without any diftinction ot whig
or tory, to ferve on board their fhips of war,
thereby obliging them to take up arms againt
their own countrymen, and to fight againit their
brethren, their wives, and their children, and
to.aflift in plundering their own eftates.  This
'y brethren, is done by men who call them-
| . o ’ fclves
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{clves chnftians againft their chriftian brethrea,
againft men who till now gloricd in the name
ot Englifhmen, and who were ever ready to
fpend thewr hives and fortuncs in the detence
of Britifh rights : Tell it not in Gath, publifh
it not 1n -the fireets of Afhkelon, left it caufe
our enemies to rejoice, and our adverfaries to
triumph. Such a conduct as this, brings a
great reproach upon the profeflion of chriftiani-

ty, nay it is a great {candal even to human na.
ture itfelf.

It would be Jdhighly criminal not to feel a due
refentment againit fuch tyrannical, monfters.
Itis an indifpenfable duty my brethren which
we owe te Gop, and our country, to roufe
up and beftir ourfclves, and being animated
with a-noble zeal for the facred caule of hberty, .
to defend our lives, and fortunes, ¢ven. to the
thedding the laft drop of blood. The love of
our country, the tender affection.that we have
tor our wives and children, the regard we ought
to have for unbern poiterity, yen every thing
that is decar and facred, do now loudly call
upon us, to ufe our beft endeavours to {ave our
country : We muft beat cur plow-fhares 1nto
Sfwords, and cur pruming books into fpears, and learn
the art of felf-defence againft our cnemies., -'l'o
be carelefs and remifs, orto neglect the caufe of
our country thiro’ the bafe motives of avarice,
and felf interelt, will expofe us notonly to the
refentments of our fellow creaturces, but to the
ditpleafure of Gop Almiglity @ Tor to fuch Infc
wretches i fuch a tume as this, we may apply

with
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with the utmoft propricty that pallagein Jer.
48 chap. ver. 1o. Curfed be be that daet/) the work
of the Lord deceitfully, and curfed be hey that keep-
eth back his fword from blood. 'T'o {aveour coun-
try from the hands of our oppreflors, ought to
be dearer to s, cven than-our own hvcs, and
next the cternal {alvation of our own fouls, is
the thing of the greateft importance: A duty
{0 facred, that it cannot juftly be difpenfed witly
for the fake of our fecular concerns : Doubtlefs
for this reafon Gop las been pleafed, to mani-
feft his anger againft thofe who have refufed to
aflit their wuntry againft its crucl oppreflors.
Hence in a cafe fimilar to ours, when the Ifrac-
lites were ftruggling to deliver themfelves from
the tyranny of jdbm the king of Canaan, we¢
find a moit bitter curic denounced againtt thofc,
who refufed to grant their affiftance in the com-
mon caufe ; fee Judges sth,ver. 23. Curfe ye
Mersz ( jard the angel of the Lord) Curfe ye bitter-
!y the ishabitanis thereof, becaufe they came nt to
the bels of the Lord, to the belp of the Lord againyt

the miiDty. .

Now if fuch a bitter curfc is denounced
again't thofe, who refufed to affift their coun-
try agunit its onpregors, what a dreadful doom
are tho'« oxpof.a to, wio have not only retu-
fed to aliv vt coaatry in this time of diltrefs,
but have thre” mot resof wmrerelt or ambition
fhewn thoafcives enemics to their country by
oppoinz u; aa the meafurcs that we have ta-
ken, ;md ope ni) favoarmy the Britita Par-
Bament, e thot v O 1ofl to humanity, as to
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be willing to facrifice his country for the fake
of avarite or ambition, has arrived to the high-
cft ftage of wmkedne{s, that human natmc 15
capable of, and deferves a much worle namc,
than Tat prefent care to give him ; but I think
1 may with propriety 1.1v, that fuch a perfon
has forfeited his right to human focicty, and
that heought to take up his ahode not among
the fnaqc men, but among the fivage Leafls
of the w 1lderncfs.

Noz can I wholly excufe from blame thefe
timid perforis, who thro’ their own cowardice,
slave been induced to favour our cnemics,
and have rcfufed to . act in defence of their
country : For a ducienfe of the ruin and de-
ftruction that our encmics are bringing ‘upon
14, i3 enough to raife tuch a reimtrncnt in the
human breaft, thar wenld (I fheuld think) be
fufficient to banith fear fmm the moft timid
make : Andbendes to indulge cowardice in fueh
a caufe, argues a want of faithin Gop ; for can
he that firmly believes and relies upon the pro-
vidence of (,:oo, doubt, whether he willavenge
the caufe of the mjur ed when they apply to
him for help ¢ For mmy own p"ut when | con-
fider the d: xpcn{atums of providence towards
this land, cver fince our fathers firft fettled in
Plymouth, [ find abundant réafon to conclude,
that the great fovergign of the univerfe, has

lanted a vine in this Amcrlc an wilkdernets which
¢ has cauled to take deep root, and it has {il-
lcd the land. and that he will never fofivr 1t
to be plucked up, or deftvoyed, ~
Oor
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Ovun fathers fled from the ragé of prelafical
tyranny and perfecution, and cime into this
land in order to enjoy liberty of confcience;
and they have encreafed to a great people :
Many have been the interpofitions of divine
providence on our behalf, both i our fathers
days and ours : And though we are now ens
gaged in a war with Great-Britain, yet we have
cent profpered in a moft wonderful manmer ¢
And can we think, that he, who has thus far
helped us, will give us up into the hands of
our enemies ? Certainly he, that has begun to
deliver us, will continue to fhew his mercy
towards us, in faving us from the hands of our
enemies ; he will not forfake us, if we do not
forfake him, Our caufe is fo juft and good,
that nothing can prevent our fuccefs, but only
our fins, Could I fee a {pirit of repentanceand
teformatton prevail through the land, I fhould
not have the leaft apprehenfion, or fear of be-
ing brought under the iron rod of flavery, even
though all the powers of the globe were com-
bined againft us : Ani though 1 confefs, that
the irreligion and prophanenefs, which are fo
common among us, gives fomething of a damp.
to my fpirits, yet I cannot help hoping, and
even believing, that providence has defigned:
this continent for to be the afylum of liberty
and true religion ; for can we fuppofe, that that
Gop who crecated us free agents, and defigned
that we fhould glority and ferve him in this
world, that we might enjoy him forcver heres

atter, will fuffer hberty and true religion to
be banifbed from off the face of the edrth 8

H; But
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But do not we find that both religion and li-
berty feem to be expiring and gaiping for life
in the other continent, where then can they fnd
an harbour, or place of refuge but in this ¢

TrerE are fome who pretend that it is againft
their confcicnces to take up arms in defence of
their country ; but can any rational being fup-
pofe, that the Deity can require us to contra-
diét the law of nature, which he has written
in our hearts, a part of which Iam fure is
the principle of felt defence, which ftrongly
prompts us all to oppole any power that would
take away our lives, or the lives of eur friends :
Now for men to take pains to deftroy the ten.
der feclings of human nature, and to eradicate
the principles of {clf prefervation, and then to
perfuade themfelves that in fo doing, they {ub-
mit to,and obey the will of Gob,is a plain proof
how eafily men may be led to pervert the very
L#t and plaineft principles of reafon and com-
mon fenfe, and argues a grofs corruption of the
human mind. We find fuch perfons arevery
inconfiftent with themfelves, for no men are
more zealous ‘to defend their property, and to
fecure their eftates from the encroachments of
others, while they retufe to defe¢uu their per-
fons, their wives, their children, and their coun-
try againft the aflaults of the enemy. We fee
to what uraccountable lengths men will run,
when once they leave the plain road of com.
mon {enfe, and violate the law, which Gop has
written in the beart.: Thus fomehave thovght,
they did Goo fervice, when they unmercitully

butchicred
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butchered and deftroyed the lives of the fer-
vants of Gob ; while others upon the congrary
extreme believe, that they pleafe Gop while they
fit full, and quietly behold their friends and
brethren killed by their unmerciful enemies,
without ¢ndcavouring to defend, or refcue them.
The oneis a fin of omiflion, and the other is a
fin of commiflion, and it may perhaps be difti-
cult to fay under certain eircumftances, which
is the moft criminal in the fight of hcav: i ; of
this I am fure, that they are both of theiy great
violations of the law of Gop.

Having thus endeivoured to fliew the law-
fulnefs and ncceflity of defending ourfelves
againft the tyranny of Great-Britain, 1 would
obferve, that providence feems plainly to point
to us the expediency, and even neceffity
of our confidering our felves as an inde-
pendent ftate : For not to confider the abfurdi-
ty implied, in making war againft a power, to
which we profefs to own fubjection, to pafs by
the impracticability of our ever coming under
fubjection to Great-Britain upon fair and equi-
table terms ; we may obferve, that the Britith
parliament has virtually declared us an inde-
pendent ftate by authorizing their thips of war
to feize all American property, wherever they
can find 1t, without making any diitinction be-
tween the friends of adminiftration, and thofe
that hiave appeared in oppofition to the acts of
parhament.  This 1s making us a difiinct nati-
on from themfelves ; they can have no right
any longer to flile us rebels ; for rebellion 1m.

plizs
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plics 2 particnlar faltion rifen up in oppofition
to lawful authority, and as fuch the faétious
party ought to be punifhed, while thofe that
vemain loyal are to be proteted : But when
war is declared againft ‘a whole community
without diftinction, and the property of cach par-
ty is declared to be feizable j this,if any thing
can be, is treating us as an independent ftate
Now if they are pleafed to confider us, asin a
ftate of independency, who can objeét againft
our confidering our felvesfotoo. =~ 7

Bur while we are nobly oppofing with our
lives and eftates, the tyranny of the Britifh
parliament, let us not forget the duty which
'we owe to our lawful magiftrates ; let us never
miftake licencioufnsfs for liberty. The more
we underitand the principles of liberty, the
more readily fhall we yield pbedience to lawfui
authority : For no man can oppofe good go-
vernment, but he that is a ftranger ¢o true li-
berty. Letusever check and reftrain the facti-
ous difturbers of the peace; whenever we meet
wich perfons, that are loth to fubmit to lawful
authority, let us treat them with the contempt,
which they deferve, and ever efteem them as
the enemices of their country, and the pefts of
fociety. It is with peculiar pleafure, that I re.
flect upon the peaceable behaviour of my coun.
trymen, at @ time when the courts of juftice
were {topped, and the execution of laws {ufpen-
ded ; it will certainly be expeéted of a people,
that ceuld behave fo well, when they had ne-
thins to refirain theq, bat the laws wiitten in
| | thicis




[ 61 7

their hearts, that they will yicld all ready and
chearfut obedience to lawful authority : ‘I'herg
is at prefent, the utmoft nced of guarding
ourfelves againt a feditious and faftious tem-
per ; for when we are engaged with fo pow-
erful an enemy from without, our policical
falvation under Gop does in an eminent man-
ner depend upan our being firaily united toge-
ther in the bonds of love to one another, and
of due fubmiflion to lawful authority. T hope
we fhall never give any jull occalion to our
adverfaries to reproach us as being men of tur-
bulent difpalitions, and licentious principles

that cannot bear to be reftrained by good anci
- wholfomie laws, even though they are of our
own making, nor fubmit to rulers of our own
chufing : But ( have reafon to hope much bet-
ter things of my countrymen, though I thus
fpeak. Howevet, in this time of difliculty and
diftrefs, we ¢annot be too much guarded againft
the left approaches to difcord and faction. Let
us while we are jealous of our rights, take heed
of unreafonable fufpicions, and evil furmifes,
which have no proper foundation. Let us take
heed, left we hurt the caufe of liberty by 1pcaks
ing evil of the ruler of the people,

LeT us treat our rulers, with all that honor
and relpe@, which the dignity of their ftation
requires ; but let it be figchan honer andvefpe&
as is worthy of the fons of freedom to give s
Let us ever abhor the bafe arts, that arc ufed
by fawning parafites, and cringing courticrs,
who by their low artificies, aud balc Hatteries,

wblais
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vbtain offices and pofts, which they are undua.
lified to fuftain ; and honors, of which they are
unworthy, and oftentimes have a greater num-
ber of places afligned them, than any one perfon
of the greateft abilities can cver properly fill ;
by means of which, the community becomes
greatly injured, for this reafon, that many an
important truft remains undifcharg’d, and ma-
ny an honeft and worthy member of fociety is
deprived of thofe honors and privileges to which
lie has a juft right ; whilft the moft defpicable
worthlefs courtier is loaded with honourable
and profitable commiflions. In order to avoid
this cvil, I hope, our legiflators will always de-
{pife flattery as fomething below the dignity of
a rational mind, and that they will ever fcorn
the man that will be corrupted, or takea bribe,
And let us all refolve with our felves, that no
motives of intereft, nor hopes of preferment,
ihall ever induce us to act the part of fawning
courtiers thwards men in power. Let the ho.
nor and rc¢/pect, which we fhew our fuperiors,
be true and genuine, flowing from a fincere
and upright heart.

~ THae honors that have been paid to arbitrary
princes, have often been very hypocritical and
infincere : Tyrants have been flactered in their
vices, and ‘have ‘often had an idolatrous reve-
rence paid them. “The worlt princes have been
the moft flattered and adored : And many fuch
in the pagan world affumed the title of gods ;
and had divine honots paid them. This idoa
latrous reverence has ever been the infeperable.

concomwitant
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concomitant of arbitrary power, and tyranni-
¢al government : For even chriftian princes, if
they have not been adored under the charaéter
of gods, yet the titles given them, ftrongly favor
of blafphemy, and the reverence paid them is
really idolatrous. 'What right has a poor finful
worm of the dufttoclaim the title of hismoft{a-
cred Majetty ; moft facred certainly belongs only
to Gopalone, for thercis none holy asthe Lord ;
yet how commpn is it to fee this title given to
kings? And how often have we been told,
that the king can do no wrong, cven though
he thould be fo foolith and wicked as hardly to
be capable of ever being in the right ¢ yet ftill
it muft be afferted and maincained, that it is
impofhible for him to do wrong ? |

~ THe cruel favage difpofition of tyrants, and

the idolatrous reverence that is paid them, are
both moft beautifully exhibited to view by the
apoftle John in the revelation, 13th chap. from
the firft to the tenth ver. where the apoftle
gives a defcription of an horrible wild beaft *
- | which

® W14 beaRt,—~By the beaft with feven heads and ten horns, I
_Ureleritand the tyranny of arbitrary princes, viz. the emperors
and kings of the caftera and weftern roman empire, and not
_the tyranny of the pope and clergy, for the defcription of every
pars of this beaft will anfwer better 1o be underftood of politi-
‘¢al, than of ecclefiaftical tvrants, Thus the feven heads ars
,geartilly iaverpreted, to denote the feveral forms of r'min
povernmeat § the ten horns are underftood of the ten king-
drms tha® were fet up in the weteia elapire § aud by the body
of the hean it feems mo#t natv ar to underftand the caftern or
greek empite 3 £ ritis 1aid to be like 8 leopard, this imaae iy
gake ' fra Doavel 7, v, 6. wiere the third beft v [1id to ~e
l@kc ales vd Niwby thethi-d beaft in [3rai 1 ien-drpn . d
by tae bed interpiciers she grecian munarch, s ! oo w18 wn
eA
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which he faw rife out of the fea, having feven
heads and ten horns, and upon his heads the
~mamcs of blafphemy : By heads are to be uns
derftood forms of government, and by blafphes
uiy, idolatry ; fothat it {feems implied,that rheﬁ
‘ W

that John frequently hotrows his ‘eages from Daniel, and 1
beiieve it wili be fuund upon a critital examination of the
mauer, that whenever he duer {o, he means the fame thing
withDaniet ; it this he irve,(as T am fully pev!’wtded it i+) theu
by the body of this heakt being hike a teopard in the reveation
ot Joha, is to be undertoed the caltern ar greck erhpire, which
was that part of the,old roman empire that remained whole for.
feveral ages afier the weftern empire was brokea into tén Kings
doms. Further, after the beaft was rilen, it i¢ (aid that the
d agon gave him his feat ; ncw hy the dragon is meant the
devil, who is repreferiéd as pri(iding over the roman empire
in its pagan ftate ; but the feat of the roman empire in ifs p2.
gan (tate was Rome s Here then is a prophecy that the eraperoe
o f the eaft thould becem: poflefs’d ot Rume,which exaétly agiees
with what we know from h:ftory to be faét, for the emperof
Jutlinian’s generals having expelled the goths out of rt:ly,
Kome was brought into {ubje&ion to the emperor of the eaft, and
was for & long time governed by the einperor’s lieutenant,
who refided at Ravenpa. Thefe corfiderations convince me,

that the geek empice, and pot the pope and his clergy, is to be
u-derftood by the body of the beaRt, which was like a leopard ;
And what furthes confirms wme ia this belief is, that it tpprare
to me that the pope, and the papal elergy a:e to be unfiers
ftood by the fecond beaRt, which we readl of in Rev. 13°h
ver, st———17:h, for of him it is faid, that he had tave beras
ke a lamb : A lamb, we know, is the figure, by which J:fus,
Carnut is tignifizd in the Revelation, and many other pans of
the new.teftament, the pope clsims hoth a temmporal and (pirie
tual fovereignty denoted by the two horns under the chiarafter
of the vicar of Jefus Chrift, and yet under this high pretence
of being the vicar of J=(us Chiilt, he (peaks like a dragom,
i. ¢. he promotes idolauy in the chriftian church, in Jike man.
ner as the dragon did in the heathen world. To diftingu fiy
him from the fic” beaft, beis called Rev, 19, the fa e pro-
plet shat avrouglt miraclesy i. e. like mahomet he preterds 1o be
a lawgiver and claims infallibility, and his emiffaries endeavour
to confirm thie d.&rine by pietended miracles sy How wonder-
folly do all thefe charadters agree to the pope ? wheref re [

conclude, that the fecond and not the fi.ft bealk, dinotcs he

tyianny of the pope and his clagy,

S
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«1ill be 1 degree of idolatry in every form cf
tyrannical government.  This bealt 15 repre-
fcnted as having the body of a lcopard, ths
feet of a bear, and the mouth of a lion, 1. ¢. an
horrible monfter polfcfled of the rage and fury
of the lion, the fiercenels of the bear, and the
{wiftnefs of the leopard to feize and devour its
prey ; can words more ftrongly point out or
exhibit in more lively colours, the exceeding
raze, fury and impetuolity of tyrants in their
deftroying and making havock of mankind.
1o this bealt we find the dragon gave his
power, {cat and great authority, 1. e. the devil
conitituted him to be his ?icegcrent on carth 3
tiis 15 to donote that tyrants are the minifters
of fatan, ordaincd by him for the deftruction
o mankind,

Svci an horeible monfter we thould have
thouzht, would have been abhorred and deteit-
ed of 2!l mankind, and that all nations would
have joined their powers and forces together,
to oppole and utterly deftroy him from  off
the tace of the eavth : But fo far are thoy frem
doing this, that on the conwrary, they are 1¢ca
prefented as worlhippiny him, ver. 8. and all
that dwell on the caith firall «wo.w/lip Lim, wiz. all
thofe whae names are not <oritten in the lamb’s book
of life, 1. e. the wicked world {hall pay hun :n
1idolatrous reverence, and worthip him with a
godlike adoration.  What can 1o a more lively
manner fhew the grofs flupidity and wicked-
nefs of mankind, ia thus tancly gwving up thar
it rizhts into the hands of tyranacul mons

!. 1.1
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fters, and in fo readily paying them fuch an
unlumtud obedience, asis due to Gop alone.

- W may obferve farther, that thefe men are
faid, ver. 4. to <osrfbip the drazon ; not that 1t 1s
to be fuppofud that they in “direct terms paid
divine homage to fatan, but that the adoration
paid to the ULealt, who was fatan’s vicegerent,
¢id ultimatcly center in him. Hence we lcarn

that thofe who pay an undue and f{inful vene-
ration to tyrants, are properly the {ervants of
the devil, they are worthippers of the prince of
carknefs, for in him all that undue hom'xg
and adoration ccnteis, that is given to his mi-
nifters. Hcence that tcxnble ®denunciation of
divine wrath againft the worfhippers of the
bealt and his image : Rev. 14th, ver. gth, 1cth,
and rith, /f (2/’)' man <worfbip the beafl and bis
1mage, and receive bis mark 1n_bis forchead,
corin his hand, the fuire ﬁa/l drink of the wine
of the wrath of GOD <ehich 1c poured cut witlout
mixture 1nto the mp of bis indignation, and fLe
Shall be tormented with fire and brimflone in the
prefence of the holy angels, and in the preferce (f
the Lamb 3 and the foke of thetr torment afcend-
eth up forever and ever @ And they have no ref?
day ncr night, who uO?/ZNP the bfq/f and bis
nmge, and who recerve the mark c/ bis  mame.
¢ have here fet forth in the cleareft man-
ner by the inipired apoftle, Gop’s abhorrence
of tyranny aud tyrants, together with the
idolatrous revercnce, that thexr wretched {fub-
jects are wont to pay them, and the awtul
denunciation of divine wrath, againft thofe
whe
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who arc guilty of this undue obediencc to
tyrants.

Dozes it not then highly concern us all to ftand
faft in the liberty whercwith hcaven has made
us free, and to ftrive to gct the vittory over
the Dealt and his image, over every fpe.ies of
tyranny. Let us look upon a frcedom from
the power of tyrants, as a blefling, that can-
not be purchafed too dear ; and let us blefs
Gop, that he has {o far delivered us from that
idolatrous reverence, which men are {o very
apt to pay to arbitrary tyrants ; and let us
pray that he wouid be pleafed gracioufly to
pertect the mercy he has begun to fhew us by
confounding the devices of our enemies,
and bringing their counfels to nought, and
by eftablithing our juft rights and priviled-
ges, upon fuch a firm and lafting bafis, that
the powers of carth and hell fhall not pre.
vail againit it, |

Uxper Gop, every perfonin the commus-
nity ought to contribute Lis aflitance to the
bringing about fo glorious and important an
cvent ; but in a more eminert manner docs
this important bufinefs beleng to the gentie-
men, that are chofen to reprefent the people
1 this general affembly, including  thol,
taat Lave been appointed members of the
Lenoutable council Loard.

Hewurep {athers, we leool: un tp youin
tois coyoob calamity  and diiadds, as the
guard:aas
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guardians of our invaded nghts, and the
defenders of our libertics againft Britifh ty-
ranny ; you are calied in providence to fave
your country from ruin. A truft s repofed
in you of the higheft importance to the com-
munity, that can be conceived of, its bufi.
nefs the moft noble and grand, and a tafk
the moft arduous and diflicult to accom.
piith, that ever engag’d the human mind.
(I mean as to things of the prefent lifc).
But as yeu are engaged in the defunce ofa
juft and rightcous caufe, you may with fum.
nefs of mind commit your caufe to Gop,
and depend on his kind providence for di-
rcétion and: afliftance.  You will have the
fervent wifhes and prayers of all good men,
that Gop would crown all your labours
with fuccefs, and dire¢t you into fuch mea-
fures as fhall tend to promote the welfare
and happinefs of the community, and aflord
you ali that wifdom and prudence, which
15 neccfluy to regulate the affuirs of ftate,
at this criucal peried. S

Llonotvrip fathers of the houfe of Re-
prcientatives : We truft to your wifdom and
goodncis, that you will be lcd to appoint
fiich men to be in Council, whom you know
to be men of real princple, and who are
ot unblemified lives, that have {Lcwn
themiddves zealous and hearty friends to the
Lbartics of Amaica, and nien, that have
the feee of Gop bedore theireyes 5 for fuch
o'y ure the wmen, that can be depended
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upon uniformly to purfue the gencral good.

My reverend TFathers and Brethren in the
miniitry will remember, that according to
our text, it 1s part of the work .md bu-
finefs of a gofpel minuler, to teach his hear-
ers the duty they owe to magitirates.  Let
us then endeavour to explain the nature of
their duty faithtully, and thew them the
diffcrence  between liberty  and licencioul-
nefs ; and  whiie we are animating tnem (o
oppole tyranny and armualy power, let us
inculcate upon them, the daty ot yrading
due obuhuu,c to lawtul authori uv. In order
to the right and faithful dif (charze of this
put of our miniftry, it is necctlary, that
we fhould thmoughly ftudy the law of na-
‘ture, the rights of mankind, and the reci-
procal duaties of governours and governed :
By this mecans, we fha!l be able to guard.
them arnaft the extremes ot {lavith  {ub.
nmulion to tvrants on one hand, and of fe-
divon and Jicencieutnefs onthe other. We
may I appreitend  attain a thorough ac-
quaintance with t ¢ Jaw of nature, and the
rights of mankind wlnlc we remain 1gno-
rant of many tochnical terms ot law, and
are utterly unacpninted with the obfcure and
barbarous latin, tiiat was fo much ufcd in the
ages of popiih darknefs and fuperflition.

To conclude, WiyrLe we are fighting for
Liberty, and fdm- g againft tyranny, let us
13 ;zuh‘u o Lght tL\, cocd fight of faith,
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and earneftly feck to be delivered from that
bondage of corruption, which we are brought
into by fin, and that we may be made
partakers of the glorious liberty of thefons
and children of Gop : Which may the father
of mercics grant us all, thro’ Jefus Chrift !

A MEN.




