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And I will renore thy judge. at at tile 6rfi, and tllY coun ~ 
feUors as al the beginning: afterward thou fhalt be
caUed the city ot rigllteoufnefs t the faithful city, Is 1 . 

4. ,6. Theil" childre.n alio fhall be as aforeti.ne, and 
their clngregations tha~1 be eftablifhed before me, and 
I will ptlni£h al;1 that opprefs them: and their noble~ 
fhall be of themfelves. and tl1eir gaverner illalJ proceed 
from the mid(l of them, T R R I. 10. 20. ~ I'. As (ree 

~ ... 

aDd IlO~: u~ng. your liberty for d cJo~~ of r:;)a'icioufll~S, 
hllt as theferV311ts of GOD, I PE-rGR ~ 16. TIle 
beart that thou fawefl, fllaU afccod out of the b'Jttomlefs 
pit, and go i~to perdition: and Ihey that dwell OD the, 
~arth Olall wonder. '\1hoic n~fn.e~; were not \~ritten i" 
the book of life f"om the f()UnuClticJl of th~ \vorld, 
~ht:Q they bC}101d the beaRJI 1\ E V. i 7 vr r ~.' 
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I~' COUN elL, MO)' 30, I 7 76~ 

ON Motion, OrdereJ, That THOM A~ 

CUSHING, BENJAMIN l,INcoLN, 

and MOSES GIL L, Efquires, be a Commit

tee to wait Oll the RCT. Mr. WEST, and 
return hin1 ~he Thanks of the Board, for 
bis S E H. M 0 N delivered Yefierday, bcfore 
hoth Houfcs of AlfcmbJy i and to rcquefi 
a Copy thereof for the Prers. 

PER EZ MOR TON, D. Secr'y. 

A D V E R TIS E ;VI E N T. 

I rrcllld inform fl'e reader {bat ft-ceral poff[t/!/! 
· ':(/'/Jich 'lc}ere OJ11:-1/ eli, r;,U['fll t be 5'er112on "'t)a! 

dcli'LJercd, lor fear of leinl, tedious to the a.ffcmbly, 

':'--' !~.):". il:/rhd c/ lOt' dJirt: offe'vera! of tbe hearers .. 
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ELECT ION-SERMON. 

TIT U S, Chapter 3d. V cri~ I It. 

rut tbem in mind fa be fubja? to princilYal':!ic:s mul 

pewers, to obey mag~1rl1tcs, to be ready /0 e't~c'7 

go()d wOlk. 

r 8,..., 1-1 E great Creator having ddign'd 

1 the human race for fociety, has 
Jnaclc us dependent on one allotller 
for haprine{~, ; he has fo confiitutcd 

llS, that it becomes both our duty and intcrdl~ 
to feck the public good. And th~lt we nlay · 
he the Hlorc firmly engaged to promote c;Jcb 
other::; \vdfare~ the Deity h:1S endowcJ us with 
tender and focial afTd1ions, with generous and 
bt'Tlcvokflt principles: lIenee the pain, that 
'we feel in keing an ohjcfl of difhcfs: Hence 
~lle f~lf;sf~lt~'tl()n, t tl~t ]1 ires ill rclicvil1~ tIle Jf11;c-

. 1 ') 

~ .. ~;, ~!:d the fupcrior pl~"lfurc.) ",hidl , .. ·c <.:xpc-. 
l"lCllCe 
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l"iencc in .:: omnlunicating happincfs to the 
rnifcrable. The Deity has alto invefted us wit~ 
.roor:!l powers and faculties, by which \\'C are ena· 
bled to difcern the difference bel ween right and 
\vrong, truth. and faHhood, good and evil: 
lIenee the approbati.on of mind, that arife~ 
upon doing a .good adion, and .the remQlfe of 
(-onfci<::noe, which we experience, when we 
counteract tIle moral fcnfe, and do that ,\~hich 
is evil. This proves, that in \vhat is common
ly called a. fiate of nature, we arc the fubjcCts 
of the divine law and government, that the 
Deity is our iliprcrne magifirate, ~ho has "Tit· 
ten his L1W jl.l ()llr hc&rt-6, 2ind \\9Ul reward,' or 
punifh us, according as we obey or difobey his 
(:omma.o.ds.. Had the human race uniformly 
perfevcred in a Hate of moral reltitudc, th~re 
would have been little, or no need of any other 
1,1\\', bcfidcs tllat \Vllich is \vrittcn in the lleart, 
for everyone in fuch a ila te v:ould be a law' 
unto Ilinlfclf. l~llere ,ould be no occafiull for 
enaCting or enforcing of pcnalla\vs, for fuch 
arc net made far tbt rightcoui 1l2an, but for tbe 
J~wlejs and dj/()hcdicnt,fir the ung~d~', and for 
jznncrJ,jvr the unholy and prifan:,for 1IlUrllfr7~rs if 
jltberJ, I1nd 1Ilurdt/lers of motbers,fir flIPfljla)'us, 
for '"o;:!)orcmongers, for them tbal defile Ibemfil-ve.r 
with nWl1t;"d~.l(,r m::l1jlia/t-TJ,for liars,jor pe~ill
Ted pe!funs, and iftbere be all} aher tbing, Ibat 
i.e (cntrarv to Inor~ll reCtitude, and the happincf~ 
of mankind. The nccdlity of f,:}rming onr· 
1'~lv\:s iot{) l)()litic b(~ltlcs, and grantiI1t{ to ()llf 
rnL'rs, a p,) .... ;:r t:) cll:lc1 bws for the pub~ 
lie lJkty, ~nd to t'uforcc' the-in hy proper pc. 

1\ ,\\ t i,: s 
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nalties, arifes from our being in a fallen, and 
~egenerate eftate: The flighteft view of th'c 
pre{ent £late and condition of the hunlain race, 
is abundantly fufficient to eonvisee any per
fon of common fenfe, and common hondly, 
that civil government is~pf(llutely nece1fary 
for the peate and fafety of mankind, and con .. 
fequently that a:ll good magifirates, while they 
fait4fally difcha!'ge the truil rep(')fcd in them, 
ought ~o be religioufiy and tonfciencroufiy 
obeyed. An enenl}, to good government is an 
enelny n<Jt only to his country, but to all man
kind; for he plainly thews himfelf to be di
"\fcfted of thofe tender and f<>cial fentime·nts, 
wllich arc cllaraCteriil:iek o'f an human tem
per, even of that generous and benevolent dif
pofition, which i, the peculiar glory of a- ration
£1 creature. .Aa enemy to good goverr.ment 
has degradcd himfelf below the rank and dig
nity of a tnan, and dcfcrves to be chtfscd ,vith 
the lo\ver crcatioIl~ Hence \VC find, that ,",ife 
~nd good men of aU nations, ;rnd religions, 
have ever inculcated fubjeCtion to good go .. 
vernIl)cnt, and have born their tctHmony 
againll the lkenciQus dHiurbers of the public 
peace. 

'N Oil has chriftianity been deficicnl in this 
capital point. \Ve find our bIcffed Saviour 
directing the Je\\'s' to render to C~Clr the thiilgS 
that were Ca:far's: And the apofiles and fidl: 
preachers of the gofpcl : ot only exhibited Cl 

good exaInple of fubjcB:ion to the nlagifirate, 
in all things th~t \\'cre juft and la,vful) but they 

llave 
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11:lve ~l[o iT} fel-eral places of tIle new-tcfiament, 
ftrongly cIljoinccil1pon cllrifiians the dtlty ot
fitUIIliflion to tllat gov'ernment under '\vhicl! 
pro\yi(icnce had l)laccll tlleln. Hence \\re find, 
that tll()fu, \,t}10 defpifc goverllrnent, and are 
not afraid to fpeak c\?il of (iignities, are by th~ 
apofiles Peter and Jude, clais'd anlong thole 
preftllY) ptllOUS felf. \\'illed finners, tllat are rc
i~rv'd to tile judgmcllt of the great day. And 
tIle ap()illc l'aul jlldg'd 1ubmi1lion to ci\~il go
';crnIDcnr, to he a Illattcr of fIlCh great impor
tance, that he thu't it v."ortll his \vhile to cllargc 
'['jtus, to pllt his hearers in mind to be .ftlb-
jea to prillcipalitic~ and po\vers, to obey nla· 
gifil"atcS., to be ready to every good w()rk : 
.As much as tp fay, none can be !~~d}r to e\'ery 
g()()(i \vork, or be proper'y difpos'(! to perform 
tllof~ aaions, that tend to prc)mote the public 
good, V.:-llQ do not obey magittratcs, and who 
Go Lot become good fubjcfu of civil govern .. 
Jnent. If then obedience to the civil lllagifirates 
ii fa cfiential to tt~c rllaracter o'f a chrifiian, 
that \\,itho!.lt it lIe Clnnot be. diflJofed to 
perforrn thoie good "porks, tl1at arc Ilcceffilry 
fc,r the \veltarc of IT::l.nkiIl(i ; if tIle dcfpifcrs of 
~o,~crnmcllt are tllOft! prefumptlloUS, 1l:1f~\\riI
Jed lillncrs., \\'110 ~rc rt:lcrv'J tt) tIle judglnC[l~ 
of tl~e great day; it i~ ccrtJinl)· a mattrr of 
tIle utrr.~oft irnpC)rtallCC to us all, to l)c t IlorOll gIl .. 
ljP acql;air~tc(l \\ ith t~!e nature anti cxtt-nt ()f 

our Jut~·, ttlat \o\-c I11a)" ~picl\.i tIle ()l,clliencr 
rcqllir'd; fur it it i£ illll)()~lil)lc tIlat \\'~ fll(}tl!,i 
properly dif'!largc a ljut:~· \\·jlCTl ,\·c ale [tl~lJl. 

... , . 
gcrs to tile f.aturc afltl ~;xtc::t 'Jt It. 

T _ 



[ 9 ] 

, I:I order therefore, that we may form a right 
judgment of the duty cnjoin'd in our tl:xt, I 
1hall confider the nature and drIign of civil 
governlnent, and fhall {hew, that the Janlc 
principlc$ which oblige us to i'ybIl1it to govcrn
Inent, do equally obli ge us to rdiH: tyral:ny ; 
or that tyranny and magitlracy ar~ 1l) oppo. 
lite to each dther, that "There the one begins, 
the other ends. I fhall then apply the pl'cicn t 
difCourfc to the grand contro\-cdy, tInt ~lt thi~; 
day fubfifis ~etween Great-Britain and the 
J\Inerican colonies. 

THAT \~re may undcrfiand fhe nature and 
(~dign of civil govcrnrnent, and dift:ovcr th~ 
foundation of the magiHrates authority to com· 
nland, and the duty of fubjcL1s to obey, it i:i 
neceffary to derive civil government hom it:; 
uriginal; in order to \\'hich \\'e l11Uil cOllfidcr 
\\~llat " ftatc all IDcn arc natllrJlly ill, an(i that 
" i:i as (Mr. Lock obferves) a nate of pcric.:t 
" freedom to order all t},cir ac1:itl11S, ~ln(l (lit:' 
" pote of their po1reflion:), and prrfl>ll:! :b they 
" think fit, witl1in tIle I)OUllds of· 1tllc la \\' 0:' 
H nature, without aiking leave, or d~lx'nJiJlg 
" upon the will of any man". It is a Hate 
\vhercim all are equal, no one having a right to 
controul another, or oppofe hiIn ill what he 
(toes, unlet's it be in }li~ own (lefcJ1C~, Or ill 
the defence of thnfe tlut being injured Hand 
ill 11ced ot~ Ius affiflallcc. 

lIAD men perfcvcred in a {late of moral n't~;N 
tnde') everyone \ .. auld h:lve been djjlK,ft'd ~d 

B . '1 t \), .lJ,'I 
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f()i~\)\V the law of nature, and pnrfuc tIle gene., 
ral gooJ; iu filCh a ibtc~the wileil and mion 
cxpericnrcd \\'ould undoubtedly be chofen to 
g·llidc anci ,1ircc1: tJIO{C of leis wifoon1 and 
c',ptTicncc than lhenlfdves; there being no
thi113 dfe that cuuld afford the leafi filew or 
appearance of anyone's having the fupcriority 

. or precedency over another; for the dictates of 
confcience, and tIle precepts of natural law be
jng uniformly :lnd regularly obey'd, nlen \vould 
only need to bc intormed \"hat things \vere 
moil. fit arid pi'uuent to be done in thofC caies, 
where their inexperience, or \\'ant of acquain. 
taller, lcf·t tJlcir miIlds in dt1l1bt wl1at \\1as tlll~ 
l\'ifd.1: and IllOU: regular method for thenl tu 
purfl1c. In fucl! CaleS it would be nccefItry 
f()f tllClll to J({\?ifc Wit]l tIlofc, WllO ,\vere \\~ifcr 
and 1l10re experienced than themfclvcs. But 
{het\! advifcrs could claim no authority to COIll· 

pel, or to nfe any forcible me;l.{urcs to oblige . ~ 

any anG to comply with thc~r direction, or a~t.. 
,icc; tllefC cOlllJ l>e 110 occa!ion for tl1C cxcr· 
tion of fuch a power; fOf every I11'.ln bein~l; 
under ,the governlllcnt of right feafon, wouki 
illllnediatcly feel hilntClf conHrain'd to comply 
\l'ith every thing th;tt ~Lppeared rcafonabl~ or 
fit to be etone, or that ,voulJ any \vay tend to 
prbmc:te the general good. Thi~ would h:lYC 

bceu the l~a?py Hate of mankiIld, had they 
cloicly adhcru.l to the L\y of uclturc, and p(,:r~ 
fevered in their primitive Hate. . 

r]. 1 I T) S \ \Y C {C C , t J 1 a t ~l fl ate () f nat \1 r C , t 11 () , i t 
bc J. frate of pCl'{'I:c1 freedom, y(t it is v~ry f:.n 

f'°r()J.!l 
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fr(1m a fiate of liccn(i()llfllC[~; tJ1C la\\r of n~l .. 
turc gives Incn no right to do any thing that 
is ilnlll()r,ll, or c()ntrary t<) t11~: ",jll ()f GClD, 

~tnJ injurious to their 1(J10w crc.ltufcS; for a 
Hate of' nature is properly a fiatc of law and 
governnlcnt, even a govcrIllnent founded up
(Jfl the unch:ln~~c1blc nature of the Deity, and 
a law nJulting from the ctcrnallitncfs of things '; 
fooner {hall h<uven and cart h pafs away, and 
tIle \vll()lc ii-aIllc of nattlrC be tJiflol\Tc(l, tllan 
any part, c,"cn the inlallefr iot:l of this law {hall 
(';ver be abrogated; it is unchangeable as the Dei
ty h imfclf, being a tranfcript of his moral perfrc
tions. A rCTclation pretending to be froln GOD, 
that contradicts any part of naturalla\v, ought 
i:nrnediately to be };cjecred a.s an impofiure ; 
t{)r the Ileity cannot tnake J. law contrary to 
the law of natnre, without acting contrary to 
];ilnidf. A thing in the firiaeQ fcnfe impofli. 
bIe, fO()r tl1at \,\,llicll iIllplics a contradic1iun is 
flot an objeCt of the divine Po\VCf.~ Had this 
fttbjeB: been properly attended to and under
fi()()d, tl1C '"r()r~"(IILl(1 retIlaiJ1cJ f:rcc tronl a l11tll .. 
titude of abi1.1r'd and pernicious principles, 
which have been indllttriouIl y prOpi\gatcJ by 
;ntful and defignin~ men, hot h in politicks and 
divin tty. Th~ dodrinc of Jlon-rditLu1ec, and 
unlimited paflive ohedience to the \vnrH: of ty
l'ants, could never kl\ t' futlnd credit among 
~'l a 11 kill (i, 11 all tIl e ,r ( ) icc u f 1" e ~l t ( ) Tl 1) L C.l1 }.l C:l r ~'. C I l

ed tn for a g;uidc, IH·(..~a!~ fllcl! a doCtrine 
'~'Ol11d immccii,ltciy h:H'C.' \1,'1:1\ IlihTn~("d to ve 
.(" .)n tra rv t () Jlt1 ttl rat 1 a \", 
'tl . 
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J l-! a fiate of nature \,·c IIJ\"C a rigllt t~1. In3k~ 
tlle pcrfi)ns that 113\"C injure(l us, repair the d~': 
nlJgcs tllJ.t tlley have done us ; and it is jlltl j~ 
11S to inflict fllC}' punifllmcnt llpon theIn, as 
are neceffary to refirain t)lenl from doing tIle 
like for the future : l'hc \\"llole end and (lcfign 
of punifhing being either to reclaim the indivi~ 
dual punithed, or to deter ~thcrs from being 
guilty of fimilar crimes: \\Yhene,"er Pllllifh .. 
fllent exceeds tllcfe bounds, it becomes cruelty 
and revenge, and directly contrary to the Jaw 
of nattlI c. Our "rants and ncccffities being 
fLICll, as to render it impofliblc in moft cafes to 
enjoy life in any tolerable degree, '\vithout en· 
tering illto focict)" and there being inntlmera
bIc cafes, ,\\rllcrcin ~"e need the affifiance of· 
others, ,vllicll if not afiorde(i, \\tC fhou}li very 
foon peri fh; llenee tIle law of Ilaturc rC(lllires, 
tllat ,~;c fhould entiCJVOtlr to llclp OllC anotllcr, 
te) tl!c' utmofl: of ()ur po\\"cr in ·all ca{c~, ""here 
our afiiuancc is neccflary. It is our duty t{) 

c~~J~a";'our a~\\"J.J's to' prOinotc the general 
;oo,.:! ; to do to all, ~,s \\·c ",roulei l)e \\"iJ1ing tu. 
be d()7~C lYor~ .. et ~YLre \\"C in their circllIlliiaIlcci, to 
do j',litly, 't~) love H1crcy, anll to walk humbly 
[\Cf{)re GOD. 'J·ll~f~ are [onle of t he la~\\·s ()f 

~;at'tr~, \\'hiell c\-ery nlln in ':lC "i()rld is bOUllll 

t:() ol:fer\"t'~ and \\'Jlicjl w]loevcr v·io1J.tes, expo-
1c..:. IJinl)el( ttl tIle l'cicntmCJlt of mankind, tIle 
1.lflle3 c.1f I!l~ O\\~n c('Jlfcicl1CC, and tIle judg .. 
i)lcIlt ()1- hc:\\"en. 1'11i~ plaillly fllC\VS, that tIle 
Jli~.')il~fl it .it,! ()f lit)('rt)~ flllljects lIS to the law of 
i ~ :1 t 111 e, an { l t 11 \.! jl~ ( • v e r,,, Ii c r. t 0 f G () D • r 1" h e 
l~h)t( pc~f,·.:~t frt:~J\JIIi. (Ulllitts illol.\c)'ing tJIC 

cJi~L.lt<..:~ 
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dictates of right reafon, and fubmitting to nl
turallaw. \Vhcn a nlJn goes beyond, or con
trary to the law of nature and rcafon, he be
C01l1CS the Have of bafe paflions, and vile lufts, 
llc introdllces confufion anrt diforder into foci .. 
ety, and· brings mifcry and deU:ruaion upon 
llill1felf. l"llis tllcrefore cannot be called a f~ate 
of freedom, but a fiate of the vilefi £lavery, 
and the nloft dreadful bondage: The fervants 
of tin and corruption are fubjeaed to the worft 
kind of tyranny in the uni verfe. J1enre 
we c')uc1ude, that \vherc liccncioufnefs begins, 
liberty ends. 

THllaw of nature is a perfect frandard and 
meafure of action for beings that perfevcre in 
a {tate of moral recritllde. But the cafe is far 
~iflcrent with us, \vho are in a fallen and dege
nerate cftate. We llavc a Ia\v in ()Ul~ meillbers, 
\vhich is continud.lly warring againfi the la\v 
pf the nlind; by ,which we often become en· 
fiavcd to the batcft lufis, and are brought into 
bondage to the vilcfi paffions. The fhong 
propcniities of our anirrial nature often over .. 
COllIe tll(~" f()bcr (liCtatcs of reafi)n and confci. 
ence, and betray us into ac1ionsinjurious to 
the pul.t>lic,and ddlruftive of the f;tfcty and hap .. 
pinefs of fociety. l'vL;~ (/ Hnbridled luns, ,vcr\.~ 
they not rdhain'd by the po\\'cr of the ci"jl 
lllagifirate, v:ould fprcad horror and ddohtion 
~lll ar()Urlll tl1Ct~1. 'J.'!lis ITIll,ts it ab{(JttltcJ}'" tl{~
ccfftry, th;tt focictic~; fhould forol thcmf~·h-c') 
j~ltO politick hodies, that they may cnaC1 laws 
~vr the public bJcty, and appoint p~lrticular 

1)(' n;A.l ties 
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l)cnaltics for the violation of their Jaws, ~nd 
invc11 a fuitable number of pcri()ns with autho~ 
l'ity to put in execution and enforce the laws 
of the Hatc ; in order tInt wicked nwn may be 
l"cfirained from doing nlifchief to their fellow 
creatures, tlu.t the injured Inay have their 
right~ fellored to them, that the virtuous n1aY 
be encouraged in doing good; and that every 
nlember of i()ciety may be protcB:ed and fe-cu
red in the peaceable, quiet pofid1ion and enjoy
ment of all thole liberties and priviledges, which 
the Deity has bellowed upon him, i. c. that he 
Jnay iafdy enjoy, and purfue ,vhatcver he 
choofes, that is confi£lent \\,ith the publick 
g()~)d. rrhis {hews that thc end and ddign of 
civil guvernmcnt, cannot he to deprive nlen of 
their Jiberty, or take a\\-"ay their freedom ; but 
on the contrary the true defign of civil govern .. 
Dlent is to protec1 men in the cnjoyment of' 
liberty. 

. FROM 1lcnce it foIIo\vs, that tyranny and ar~ 
bitrary power arc utterly inconfifient with, and 
iubvcrlive of the very {~nd and ddign of civil 
governplcnt, and dircc11y contrary to natural 
!;.l\V, ,vllie}l is the trlle founllation ()t' ci\pil goo. 

( , 

VtrnlTIeJ.L and aU politick 1a\v: Confequcntly 
the authority of a tyrant is of it{t'lf null and 
void; t()r as no Ina·, can have a right to ad: 
contrary to the law of natnre., it is illlpoHiblc 
that any individual, or even the hlTatcH Tlum
~\cr of III c r), (' all ("{)l"1 fer ~l 1 j Ly·j l t 1111t111 allot h { r~ 

\ ) . 

t\f,vhidl th:'y dtr!lddvlS arc IHh po{[dfcd, J. C. 

1'1) lU'\')l'j~y !4 if 1)'" ~'I C ~1'1 ;., t ('ll I V ()"; (' 1:>. ·,,",·'l'llll ', .. ~., d 11' • • J.,. . ,-,.. 1", .. ~.. l.l 4.1 ... J . .\ It , ... ll..l \ " 
. .#" J .. 

1 1 ' ... • 1.( ___ -
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t iz~ ~Uly perfon to tyrannize over, and en{hn~ 
his fellow' creatures, 01' to do any thing con .. 
tTitry to equity and goodnd!5. As luagitlr:.ttes 
h;.t\'c no authority, but what they derive fi-DIU 
the people, \,·hcncvcr they act contrary to the 
public good, and pnrfue nleaflues deftruB:ivc 
. If the peace and f'.lfdy of the comnlunity, they 
forfeit their right to govern the people. Ciyil 
n tIers and magifrrates arc properly of human 
:Tc;ltion ; they are fet up by the people to be 
the gnardians of their rights, and to fecurc 
their pet'ions from being injured, or opprdfcd ; 
the fafety of the publick being the fUprC111cla,\v 
()f the Hate, by which the Inagiftrates are to be 
governed, and \vhich they are to con!ult UpOl! 

,lII occafions. TIle moejcs of adllliIlillratie'Il 
I 

nuy be very dificrent, and the forms of govern. 
luent may vary frOIn ea.ch other in diflere:nt 
:lges and nations ; but under every forni, the 
end of civil government i5 the 1amc and can·· 
not vary: It i~ like the la\vs of the !\lcdcs and 
l)crfiaIls. it altcrctll net. , 

T110u G H n1agiRrltc.;; are to confider them .. 
[elves as the iervants of the people, feeing fronl 
thenl it is, that they derh'c their powt:r and 
;tuthority ; yct they n1J,Y alii) be confidcrcd a!) 
tIlt; nlinl11cr~i {)f C()D ()r(iain'(i llv hilll t()r the , 
g()()(l of 111ankin(1: 1~()r llll(lcl' llirn as the l.u .. 
~"'remc I11fl[.;iilratc of the univerfc they arc to 
·~t(1 ; allll_it is Go I) \\,tl() llas n()t ()111v llcclarcll i~l , 
hi:" word, \vlut arc the ncccfhry quatificlf ioth 
of a rlller, but who a1i() r,lifcs up and qu 11itjc'i 
111(Jr,1 f~/\" {'U("~~ '1 11 l·rr""'l)~r .. f-l'lt ~t.·lt:"w" 'l':~l~ 111'1 

• • ... " . ~. -.# A. , \or .. " '- II. .... " 1.. t. -. .... 1 "" • ~ '6 '...I ~ if. • .J. .. • " -

~1"i n I"') f- n ,J 1 L 4\ ~" 
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gifhate may al[o in a morc firia and propd: 
ienfe, be i~li(l to })t: or(laincd of GOD, bCCatlic 
rcafon, \vhich is the voice of GOD plainly rc
(luires fuch an order uf llitn to bt! appointed 
for the public good. no\v urhatcvcr right rea
fon requires as nccdlary to be done, is as nluch 
the \\'ill an(ll~w ot" GOD, a~ tIlo' it ,\'cre en· 
join'~! U5 by an immediate revelation froi~l hea .. 
ven, or conlnlll~deJ ill tIle 1acrc(1 fcril)ttlfCS. 

FRo~t this account of the origin, nature and 
cefign of civil governnlent, \\'e luay bc vcry 
eafily led into a thorough knowledge of our 
duty; ·we lIl.ly fce the reaion, \\'h)' we arc 
bound to obey magiftrZltc!', viz. becaufc they 
are the nlinifiers of GOD for good unto the pen .. 
ple. vVhile therefore they rule in the fear of 
GOD, and while they prOlnote the \vdfarc of 
the fiate, i. e. \vhile they ad: in the charac1er of 
Inagifirates, it is the indifpcnfible duty of all 
to iu[)mit to tllcnl, and to oppofe a turhlllent, 
f;1Ctious and libertine fpirit, ,\~hencvcr allci ",llcr
ever it ditcovers itfelf. 'Vhen a people have 
by their free confent confer'd upon a nUluber 
of men, a power to rule and govern theIn, they 
are bound to obey them: Hence difobedience 
beconlcs a breach of fetidl, it is violating a con· 
fiitution of their own appointing, and breaking 
a compact for which they ought to h:tve the 
moil: facred regard: Such a ('onduB: difcovcrs fo 
bafe and difcngenuous a temper of nlind, tklt 
it nlufi expofe thenl to contempt in the judg .. 
ment of ail the 10hcr thillking; part ot mankind. 
Subjects 11'C bCUf1C: ~o (\bc)' Llwful In:lgiflrate:; 

by 
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'lJV C\Tcrv telldcr tic of· 1,11ltllln natllrc, Wl11.cll 
II i 

.Jifpof~s us to confult the public good, and to 
feek the good of our brethren, our \vives, our 
clliJdrcfl, ()tlf friends and aC(luaintancc ; fo~· 11(-: 
that oppofes lawful authority, docs really op .. 
po{~ the 1lfcty and happinef~ uf hi~ fellow crea-
tures. A fadious, {editious pcrit)n, that oppo
reg good government, is a lllOniter in nature, 
for he is an enemy to his own [pedes, and dd: 
titute of the fcntimcnts of Inunanity. 

SUBJECTS are alfo bound to obey m:.gifirates 
for confcience fake, out ot regard to the divine 
authority, and out of obedience to the will of 
GOD : For if Inagiihates are the n-;\nifiers of 
'Goo, \vecannot difouey them \\'ithout being 
dilul)edient to the la\\! of GOD; and tllis extends 
to aU men in .authority, from the highcft ruler 
to the lowcfi: -officer in the fiate. ' 1'0 oppofe 
them ~hcn in the exerciic of lawful authority, 
is an aCt of difobedience to the Deity, and as 
fuch will be punifhed by hun. It \\'ill doubt. 
lefs be readily granted by every honeH: nun, 
that \ve ought <:hearfully to obey the nlagillratl; 
and fubulit to aU fuch regulatinns of govern .. 
ment, as tend to prOolote the puulick good; 
but as this general definition filaY be liable to 
,be mifconftrued, and every ll1JI1 may think 
himfdf at liberty.to dilioegard any 1:\\\'3 that 
do not {uit lli~ intcreH:, }uunor, or f:.inc)' ; I 
wO'uld ob{crvc, tllat in a tnultitu'dc of cafLls, 
rnany of U~, fur want ot bcing properly acq nain
ted \vith afE\irs of Hatc, filay be vcry improper 
juJ3'cs of p~rti(uI.u laws, wheth~r they arc jufl: 

(; or 
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or not: In fuch cafes it becolnes us, as good 
Il1cmbcrs of iociety, peaceably and coniCienti. 
oully to fubnlit, tho' we cannot fee the rea{C)n. 
abknefs of every law to which we fubnlit; 
and that for this plain reawn, that if any nun1bcr 
ofnlen fhould take itupon then} to oppo[c aut1w
rity for aas, which nlay be really neccfElfy for 
the public fafcty, only becau1c they do not icc 
tll(~ rcaionableIlcts l)f tllCiTI, the direCt ()n1c
qucnce will be introducing confufion and anar· 
chy into the Hate. 

I T is a1fo necdfary, that the minor part 
fhould fubmit to the mJjor ; e. g. when Icgilh
tori have enaCted a fet of laws, \vhich arc high .. 
ly approvcd by a large majority cf the COInU1U

nit)', as tending to profllote the publick good, 
in this cafe, if a finall number of PCriiJflS are io 
unhappy as to "iew the matter in a "cry dine
rent point of light from the public, tho' they 
have an undoubted right to {hew the rcaron:; 
ot their difTent from the judgment of the pub
lick, and may lawfully ufe all proper argu
Incnts to convince the publick of what tll(:Y 
judge to be an error, yet if they fail in their 
attempt, and the majority frill continue to ap
prove of the b·ws that are enaCted, it is the 
duty of thot~ fc\v that dillcnt, I)caccably and 
for confcicnce fake t(;J fubluit to the publicIc 
judgnlcnt ; unlds fomcthing is required of 
thelll which they judge would be finful for 
theIll to comply with; for in that cafe they 
ought to obey the dicratcs of their own COIl· 

kicnc(.'s, r~ther than any L'Jllllll authority 
\\' I. :.l t C\' (I'. 
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whatcve:r. Pcrhap!; alfo fome cafC's of into
lerable oppreffion, where cOIT'Jpliancc "'ould 
bring on inevitable ruin and dettrudion, nlaY' 
juflly Vlllrrant the few to refUle fubmifiion to 
\vhat they judge ioconfifient with their peace 
and fafety ; for the law of fclf-prefervation will 
al ways juftify oppofing a crud and tyrannical 
impo!itian, except ",here oppo1ition is attended 
with greater evils tl1111 fubmifiion, which is 
frequently the cafe \\rhere a few are opprefre{~ 
by a large and powerful majority. '!fi l~xcept 
the above-nanled cafes, the Ininor oaght always 
to fubmit to the major; othcr\\'ifetherc can be 
no peace nor harmony in iociety. And hdidcs, 
it is the major par~ of a community that h;lVC 

the fole right of efiablilhing 3 (onftitution, and 
authorizing magifirates ; andconf~qnently it is 
only the major part of the comlnunity that can 
claim the right of altering the conftitution, and 
difplacing the magifiratt.:s; for ,ertainl y com· 
lnon fente will tell us, that it requires a~ great 
an authority to fet ~fide a confEtution, 
as tllcre ,~'as at firfl: to cfial)liOl it. '}'!lC col. 
leCtive body, not a few indi\1iduals, ought to 
confritutc the fuprcmc aut hority of the Hate. 

• T h i I n \t' wit her ( arc n , .. h 1 t t , e ~ r: rn · t i ve (h . ~ fi ian I d i (~ II ('I t 
"ppofe 'he Cl uti rei rtcutinl'~, thai Y.'tl e II fl,f\cd upon ~hern 
hy tht htathen m~f,Ur~tt'" Tht) wrre few c(.lllpar((1 y.-,un 
the h e ~ , he" W Q ~ 1 d ; ~ ,. d to, t 1 ,Il'l t 0 h a \' t' at 11 t m ,. t f d , 0 r ,~ fut 
t h tift n l nl i e I h Y lor c e. '" ( III d ; i. \' t: h t: t n I ike :1 ff n ;; J! P a; eel l.' f 
ill ~tp fOn,'1\" .. u. if ~ '<J cl'l" It a 1:1rft fiuOlber 'I f ravening 
'v (d vel a' d f 3 \' age b {' an, c t p' t y : I, W I U t d wi. t t ( uta n~ i, a .. 
cle Ilave h.(,t1ght U~HIJ) thfl)1 iJ.t\,~t ihl: lu'n iar(1 d, ft., tli:'o 
J ~ t f' ~ e the '" I fr and p { " d to n I a d y • ~ l' 0 r (J u r S " 'v hi \ H ') • L t 'II i. 

;-. .h ~ r. t! r, J I I ,t ( \ I ,. j' ~. : I I J J ~ I I.}) 1 ~ \ l J t I (: ~" . '-' , I) Co J • 
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Tff1! on1y uifficuIty remJining is to deter .. 

nlillc, when a peopic Inay cIainl a right of tor. 
Ining then11Cive~ into a body politick, and lllay 
;dhllne the 11()wers of legiHation. In order to 
cietcl'luille thi~ point, we are to remember, that 
all men being by nature equal, all the lucmbcrs 
01 a comnlllnity hrLVe a natural right to aficnl-
1)1(' l ilelllfct\'es lop·tt}:et', and to act alnd \7{)tc for 

l..") 

~1!('11 t CLYll~ati(ln~, as tllc,l 1- ud{)re ilre necefJ~lrv fOl~ 
, ) ,,~ " J 

t 11 e ff()()li ()f9 tile ",ll()}C. But \\?}len a C()mnll1-
l , 

nit} is become very numerous, it is very diffi. 
cult: and in many cafes impoffible for all to· 
1l1('ct togcther to regulate the afiairs of the 
Hate: Hence comes the nccet1ity of appointing 
c.ideg:ltes to reprdt:nt the people in a general 
;.tHembty. And thi5 ought to be look'd upon 
as a iacred and unalienable right, of \\'hich a 
})cople cannot jufily diveft thcmff-l\rcs, and 
which no human authority can in equity ever 
take from thenl, yiz, that no one be, obliged to 
i',lblllit t.() any la\\~, CXCCl1t {lIcIt ~lS are Illade 
{;ithcr by him1df, or by his reprdcntative. 

T! rcprcfentltion ~~d !egiflation arc infcpcra. 
1}1y conneCted, it follows, that ,,~hcn great num
bers hl\"C en:igrated into a foreign land) and 
~rc it) far removed fn)]ll the parent Hate, that 
they neither are or can be properly reprckntcd 
})" tIle ~l)VernrncI1t fi~()m "'lliell tl1cv ha'1f:~ CIT1i. , t1 • 

gl atcd, that then nature ilfc1t poillts out tIle 
1.cctffilV ()t" tl1cir ailil111ing to tllemfl~lvrs tl1e 

I " 

row!. \"~ of kgiHati1m, and they l~ave a rigl1t" to 
("lt1,!~~,!t'r tl~lJi)';{~l\cs ~'s a jfl:Cl'~!tc vatl- j'rcrll 
• 11l' ( .~ t h t • t'. . , 'r '" l~ ., I. ~ " • C 1, t () t·( .', · '1"1 .., I 'f ..... " 'll ,,.. l S l' 11 t 0 t • .1 1 ',> ( 1 . t 4 ". J l1 . J J ~ lA • \ . .& j 1.1 ... 

L ' ~/",,~ 1 
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IN the next place, 

\VHbN a people find thcmfdves cruelly op
prefled by the parent fi.lte, they ha\'c an un
doubted right to throw of the yoke, and to 
afrert their liberty, if they find good reai()n to 
judge that they havehlfilcient power and H rcng:th 
~to maintain their ground in defending their 
jufi rights againn their opprcffors : For in thi:i 
cate by the Jaw of i~l{ prcicrvation, 'which is 
the firH 1~'!.T of nature, they have not only an 
undoubted right, but it is their indilI>cllfible 
duty, if they cannot be redrcfled :my ether ,,·ay. 
to renounce all fubn1iffion to t.he govCrnl1H.Ilt 
that has oppreHcd them, and fet up an inde. 
pendant flate of their own; even tho' they may 
be vafily inferior in number to the fiate thac 
has opprcfs'd them. \Vhen either of the afJrc
hid caies takes place, and nlore cfpecially when 
oath concur, no rationaltuan (1 imagine,) ~an 
11av·(.~ an'r d()ubt in his own mintl, whetllcr {'tlcl, 

~ 

a people have a right to form themfelves into 
a body politick, and afiume to t herniclves all 
the powers of a free Hate. For can it be rati· 
onal to illppofc, that a pcoplefhould be filbjccred 
to the tyranny of a fet of men, \vho are psr
fect firangt'l's to them. and cannot he fuppoil'd 
to have that fcllow feeling L)r them, tlut \ve ~..-
gCTlcrally 11J \!e f't>r t110fc ~}'itl1 ,\rll()m \ve are 
connected and acquainted; and befidcs, t1.101' 

their nnacqnaintedncfs with the circumftanc(:': 
of the people over \vholll they claim the ~-i "'ht 
of jllrilttiClion, are uU'Tlv unable to judO'e i~ a 
lut!ititudc of c.tf~s, \vhat' is lJdt f0l' thCl~. 

Ir 
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IT bccon1cs me not to fay, w hat particular' 
form of govel'nnlent is beft for a conlmunity, 
'whether a pure democracy, ariftocracv, nlonar· 
chy, or a nlixture of all the thrce finlple forms~ 
They all have their advantages & difadvantages ; 
and when they are prop~l'ly adrninifired, nlay 
any of them anfwer the ddign ot civil govern
rrlent tolerably \veIl. Pernlit me however to 
fa.y, that an unlinlited ab101ute nlonarchy, and 
and an ariftocracy not fubjec1: to the controul 
():f the peopL.:, are t·~V!) of the moll exccl)tion. 
able forms of government. 

1ft. BrCAUSE in neither {)f them is th(~re a 
proper rcprcicntation ot the people, and, 

'2dty. BE CArs E each of them being entirely 
independent ohhe people, they are very apt to 
degenerate into tyranny. However, in this 
imperfect frate, \ve cannot expect to have go. 
vernment formed upon fueh a bafi!', but that it 
nlay he perverted by bad men to evil purpofes. 
}l wife and good man would be very loth to 
tlnclcrn1inc ~l c1onfiittltion, tllat ,"'as onc(,~ fixed. 
ilnd efiablifhcd, altho' he nlight difcover ma
ny imperfeCtions in it; and nothing filort of 
the? moH urgent ncceffity would ever induce 
him to confent to it ; becaufe the unhinging 
a people hOln a fOrIn of goverment to which 
{I:ey had been long accufionled, n)ight throw 
t:tlcln into fuell a iiatc ()f anarcllV ~lI)d 'C()nftlfi. 

~ 

OJ} ~s Inight terminate in their ddtruCtion, or 
J1Cl'haps in the cnd fuLjcct thCln to the worn 
1,iud of t}Tanuy. 
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lIAVINQ tlltlS fllc\\rn tIle 11atHre, end Jlld 

ddiO'n of civil govermnent, and pointed out the 
t) 

rcaions, \vhy fubjcCts are bound to obey nla-
giilrates, viz. bccaufc in fo doing, they both 
confult their own happincfs as individuals, and 
alfo pronlote the public good, and the fafcty of 
the flate : I pr()cee~d, 

IN the next place to fhe'w, That the fame prin .. 
ciplcs that oblige us to fubmit to elvil govern .. 
Inent, do alio equally oblige us, \Vhfre \ve have 
power and abilit y, to refifl: and oppof\·~ tyranny; 
and that where tyranny begins, government 
.cnus. For if rnagiHrates have no authority 
hut what they derive from the people, if they 
are properly of hUlTIln creation ; if the whole 
end and de!ign of their inftitution is to pro .. 
nlotc the general good, and to fccure to rnen 
their juf1: rights, it will follow, that when they 
ad: contrary to the cnd and dcLii~n of their 
creation, they ceafe being magif1:rates, aDd the 
people, \vhich gave them their authority, have 
a right to take it from th(~ln again. This;: J. 

very plain dit1ate of comnlon fenfe, 'which uni .. 
vcrillly obtains in all fitnihr cafes: fur who IS 

there, that havirlg employ=d a Jlur~~::-er of lllcn 
to do a particular piece of work for hitn, but 
what would judge that he yad 4 right to dif. 
nli is tllcm froin llis fcr\:icc, \\"hen llt~ t()tlIl(i, 

tblt they wcnt direaly contr,u'y to hi." orders; 
add th It !::He:ld of accompJilhing the bulind~ 
h '': 1) _. J ~ : ~ ;'. \ ~:, .,' t; . ~ w ~ !- t ll/ 'Y \' , (0) I J 1. J ; T 1 .:(,' 11 ~ ~ ') L~ r • .·.· ... 1 • ,.J) .... • ', '\." II I"" ,At 
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!<lnS as co't1ntcracr their plans and dc1igns, tho' 
the daluage will afkc1 only a f<!w individuals, 
nluch more lnull the body politick have a right 
to dcpofe any per1l)nS, tho' appointed to the 
highdt plac~ of power and authority, when 
they find, that they arc unfaithful to the truH: 
repoi~d in theIn, and that infiead of confulting 
llIt! general good, they arc diHurbing the peacl: 
of focicty by nuking laws cruel and oppreflive, 
and by depriving the iubjcas of their juH: rights 
and privileges. Whoever pretends to deny 
thi~ propoiition, mull give up all pretence of 
being matter of that common fenfe and reafon 
by which the Deity ha:i difiinguifhed us from 
tIle brutal llcrd. 

As our duty of obedience to the magiftratc 
is founded upon our obligation to promote the 
general good, our rcadincfs to obey lawful au
thority will always arifc in proportion to the 
love and regard that \VC have for the \vdfarc 
of the publick ; and the fame love and regard 
for the pllblick will infpire us with as firong a 
zeal to oppofe tyranny, as we have to obey 
m~gHlracy. Our obligation to promote th~ 
publick good extends as much to the oppoling 
c,"ery exertion of arbitrary power, t]ut is in~ 
jurious to the State, as it does to the fubmitt~ng 
to good and wholefomc laws. f\ 0 mall therefore 
can be a good men1bcr of the conlmunity, that 
is not as zealous to oppofe tyranny, as he is ready 
to <>bey InagiHracy. A Ibviih fllbn1iffion to ty~ 
rany i~ a proof of a very fordid anli uafe mind: 
Such a perfvn cannot be under the iu!1U(;IlCe 

~. 
0 .... 
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of anygcner(')us hUlD:til fcn~iments,_nor have 
~ tender regard for mankind. 

Fu RTH E ft., if magiftratcs are on farther nlini. 
fier~ of GOD, than they prOllHhC th~ gCXkLll 

g()o~l ()f the COlnlTIllnit \', tllerl ()1):'dicI1C G' ~) , ~ 

i:llem ~1eitller i..;) nor eli 1 l)c 111Ili,11itc(1 ; f\,J~' it 
,yould imply a grob J.::/'Jl:1ity to aiIert, th:a, 
when llugi1i:ratCg are ord~:.i:l:d by th~~ pco/c 
f<Jlcly for the purpof~ of beiilg beneficial :0 the 
frate, they mua: be obtyed, when they art"' 1;, ,:"<
ing to ruin and dellroy it. rhis would 1'11-

PI v, tillt nlcn \\~ l!rc l)0111.1 (1 t() ;1(1 a ~J":l i 111 t t}~ e 
~ ~ . 

great law of f~lrprel~rv,ltion, and to (ontri. 
bLlte tllcir afii(1~lnc to t !leir ()\~ln ruin j ~·I t..l (ie~ 
ftrut1:ion, in order tll..lt they nn y p)cate •. Uld 
gratify the grcltdl nl();:l~lcrs in natilre, who arc 
violating tht: Iti ws of Go D, and deii:roying die 
rights of maRkiad. U n1illlited fubllli!1ion and 
obt:dience is due to nc)nc bllt G()D (l!Oll(~: I-It: 

. has an ab[olute right to cori1mand: tIe alone 
has an uncontroulable fnverli,:.{nty ov~r us, hl..'
caufe he alone is unchan~,;-cJ bly W)od : He nc~ 

. ver will, nor can require of ns con!iticnt with 
hig nature and attributes, a;j i ~ h111g that is 
not fit an(l rClf()nal)Ic:, llis (:(jlll'~·.l:l(l~ ~lrc all 

juft and good: And to fnpp[)fe t~i:tt •• c h;ts gi ... 
ven to £l.lly p:lrtictll,if fct of l11cn a !)()\-:er ttl 

.l'ccluire obe~iiellc-,: to that, which is l!lirC<lI{)n. 
able, cruel. and II [:j nIt, 1:; rp !);)~:):; the I; (: i ty of 
llis J·ll~ticc an(l (r\.'rit{ll~t~., ill \'l~-1icl\ COt1ii1ts tIle 

l:"t 

p:.:culiar ~~lory of (he divine dnraftcr; and it 
i; fL:prcLc tinz hi.n, unJ\.:).' L:ll"; h01TiJ cl-:'<lLtEtcl' 
,'>f a tyra!lt. 

J) It 
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IF n1agifirates are millifiers of COD oni)'" 
bccaufe the la\\" of Goo and reafon points out 
the ncccflity of fuch an inftitution for th:? goo.! 
()f mankind; it f()11o"~s tllat \\'}1cne\:cr tIle}" 
}1crfuc rneaiures direCtly defirnCtive of the pu b~ 
Cdc good, they ccafe being Goo's milliners; 
they forfeit their right to obcdience frolll the 
fuhjec1, they beconle the pefis of focicty ; and 
the cOlnlllunity is under the ftroRgcil: obligati
on of duty both to GOD and to its own flleDl
hers to reftfi and oppofe them, ,vhich ,vill be 
fo far fronl refining the ordinance of GOD, that 
it will be firiCtly obeying his commands. To 
fuppofe othcrwife, will inlply, that the Deity 
l'lq uires of us an obedience, that is feU·contra
diCtory and abfurd, and that one part of his 
l1\v is directly contrary to thc other, i. c. \vhil~ 
he C01l1mands us to perfue virtue, and the ge
neral good, he does at the Cune tinlc require us 
to periccutc \-irtllc, and betraythc general good 
by enjoyning us obedience to the wicked COIn· 

mands of tyrannical opprdlors. Can ~n y one 
not loft to the principlcs of hun1anity lindeI'· 
take to defend fuell abil1rd icntinlents as tllcfc ? 
As the public f:lfcty is the firfi and grand 1a\V 
of f~xicty, it) no cOll1nnmity can ha\'c a right 
to invdt the nlagifirate with. any pO\\Tr; or 
authority that will enable hinl to aft againil 
the \\'clfare of the ftate, and the g-ood of the 
,vholc.. If nlen have at any time wjekcdly, and 
fooliOlly givcn up thdr juft rights into the 
llallds of the lnagiHratc, [uell aEts are Ilull and 
vf,i(i {}i' cO~Jrft; to fllpr()~C ()tlltl"'ifc' "~rill inl
ply, that \VC have a right to inycfi the 111:1gif: 

tratc 
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trate 'with a power to act contrary to the law 

· of GOD, which is as nluch as to by, that \ve 
are not tht! fubjcc1s of divine h\v and go,·ern
ment. \Vhat has been faid, is (1 apprehend) 
abundantly fufficient to {hew that tyrants an~ 
no n1agiHrates, or that when ever magiHrates 
allufe their power and authority, to the iub
verting the publick happincC.'" their authority 
immcdiltely ccafes, and that it not only be .. 
comes lawful, hut an indifpenfable duty to op .. 
paie them: That the principle of feIf.prcferv:1-
tion, the affeCtion, and duty, that we o\ve to 
our country, and the obedience \ve o\ve tlw 
Deity, do all requir~ us to oppofe tyranny. 

T F it be aIked, ,,·ho are the proper :;udges to 
petcrminc, when rulers are guilty of tyranny 
and opprefiion ? I anfwcr, the pu blick ; not a 
fc\v ditiffeaed indi\riduaIs, brLt the colleB.i\,c 
body of the flate mull decide this qucfiion ; 
for as it is the co~lc ~ ivc body that invefis TU .. 

Jers with their po\ver and authority, fo it is 
the collective body that ha5 the [ole riglit of 
judging, \vhether rulers aCt up to the end of 
their inilitution or not. Great regard ought 

• l.. ., 

always to be paid to the Judgment of the pub-
lick. It is true the puLlick 1luy he impoled 
upon b}r a Jl,ifi\~prl·fcIltati()n of~ fJ.cts; bllt tljj3 

nuy be faid of the puhlick, \dlich cJ.n't a1W:l\'5 

be bid of indiviJ1.~.lls, vi~~. that th~ puLlick .j~ 
a1\\"ays ,\~iililln- tt) be ri;!11tl" int·Ol'[llccJ, ~111tl 

....") l) ~ 

'when It has proper Illatkr of convidi'JIl l.till 
~cforc it, it's judglncnt is ~I·.\·:lys J isht. 

1~ Ii 4 
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r;'H'J S account of the natnre and ddign o~ 
(i'vil government, which is j() c!tarly 1uggdt~ 
:·d to us by tlle plain principles of C0011110n 

fcni'e and reaion, is abundantJy confirmed by 
the iacrl:d 1criptures, even by thofe "cry t<.xts, 
'\'hich have been brought by nlen of flavifh 
1)1 i::ciples to diabEfll the ablurd do8ripc, of 
lll:il~litcd paffi\'c obeJic.nce, and non-refifiance : 
As ':~'il1 abundantiy appear, by examining the 
tw(~ 100fl noted texts, that are comnlonly bro't 
tc ":lPpOlt the flr:tnge doctrine of paffive obc
li:, :·ce. rl-l1e firft tllat I illali cite, is in J Pet. 
'~', '-: c.' vel'. 1 3, 14. Submit yourJel'V(S to ('t'tr, 

c, tiinantl- q( man, or r"JlbeT as the wordj ought ta 
it: rendered from the G, c:k, Jubmit ),ourfth'cs to fIve .. 
'ry bum:n; r:-eation, or luman al!ftitu/i~n for fte 
~i-d'; jri'e, whether it be /0 the kill~ OJ jupreme, 
('r unto ,g',vernors, a.f lmt,tbem,that arefent by him 
for tbe 7'Ull:/)ment of evil· doers, lind for the proiJe . 
,if the,';:, IIJat do u'c:d. Here \ve iee, that the 
apoftle afi"erts. that m~gifiracy is of human cre
ation or ,)ppointrrient) that is, that Dlagifiratcs 
have no p)\ver or c1l1thority, but what they 
derive frOIH the' people; that this power they 
are to exert tor the pu nilhn1Cnt of c\'il doers, 
a:!J f()J', the praire of thenl that do well, i. c. 
the end a"d detlgx1 of the' appointn1cnt of n',a· 
Fi at'ltr: 4 • is to rdtrain '~'ick('d men by proper 
t,.> 

pl?llrl
1
!-i(, rrOln injliringfc:,,':,!y., and to fr.C!'U· 

1:~1./~·" ',1.\: il()Iior tlle\'il·tll(··\i~~ :1.110 ()l:r"tiiLl.t. l.Jp
f.)t; · "', (;(,C{)1111t~ e!l' i!r lJ 'f)~) arc te' 11.: (~('I ~ ~ \ () tJ1CJn . , 

~'j , ',)ll' J ~f'l\I's i~ll'.: '~,·},icl·:· to~'!: lit ]~a(I Jaid ; 
,'; " 111 1.)" ~ • .' I '1~' ". ," ' .. , , , ,!. r r. ' .' 1'· l11~" , \ I"} ;') 10 r ,( \: J) t 

.) , t 1, ;' " I • l I "l, ~ ., \..,' , l' 4. • "' 1 .1 U • J ,~ ... . 
., ~,~ t' " I' 1 "" , I' 1 1'" t ) , ... , I • ~ 'l' I' 0 I' " .. ) I 1" 'I ' ~ \' ! ~ ! f _ .1 t. ) u... '. l ..... J I '-.. "~~ _ II J." C. I 1 J \.' \ '\, '-, t,. ~ , ..... : J \. J , 

, ' 

t}!ll:: 
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but what they derive from the people, yet as 
they are ordained by men to pronlote the ge
neral good by punifhing evii doers, and by re
warding and encouraging the virtuous and 
obedient, you ought to fubmit to them out of 
a facred regard to the divine authority; for 
as they in the faithful difcharge of their office 
do fulfil the will of Goo, 10 ye by fubmitting 
to them do flllfil tIle divine command. If the 
only reafon affigntd by tht: apoftle, why rna
giftrates fhould be obey'd out of a regard to 
the divine authority, is becaufe they punilh the 
~icked and encourage the good : It follows~ 
that when they punifh the virtuous, and en
courage the vicious, we have a right to refuf~ 
yielding any fubmiffion or obedience to them ;. 
1. e. whenever they ad: contrary to the end 
and defign of their inftitution, they forfeit 
their authority to govern the people;, and thct 
reafon for fubmitting to them out of regard to 
the divine authority immediately ceafes; and 
they being only of human appointment, the 
authority which the people gave' them, the, 
publick have a, right to take front them, and 
to confer it upon thofe who are more,worthy. 
So, far is thi.s text fro 111 favouring arbitrary 
p.rinciples, that there is nothing in it, but 
,vhat is confiftent with, and favourable" to the 
h,ighcfr liberty, that .any man can willi to enjoy; 
(or this text requires us to fubmit to the rna
gifirate no ,farther than he is the encourager 
a?d protector ot virtue, and the punifher ot 
"lce; and tllis is confiftellt '~/lf 11 all tll.a,t'li her .. 
('y. which the Deity has bellowed upon us. 

'f I·r & 
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TIl' c!1~~~:" te~:t '\\?l!icll 1 iliail n1entic'n, anl.t 

"lich htU Ol.\,'u tllauc ute of, by tIle favoul <:rn 
(}f Jll)ltl'arv c·(rrctnll1~nt, as tlleir "gr(at illl (t 

~ v \.. 

AllH .. Lur and nlain fupport, is in ROD1. 13th the 
Ii III fix "crfc~. 1 et ,,'very foul be fubjdl to the 
j'i.~ !~Ier pr.;.:ers ; jor tbert' ;.r 1/0 pG'U.'er but of GOD: 
'J '~' rot:.:.:ert t bat bt art' ordain'd of GOD. J'Vba-
J;'~'1.'cr tber4()re. r~fi.Jteib tbe prn,l'er, '-diJle!'" the ar
In;alUe (f GOD; and Ihey tbat rd!ll jho,' If

ai'l,t to tbenyekes da11lliatll,n : I&r I ulers are 110t 

a terlf)r to gO(jd 'U:ods but to tbe e,'dl. ~ri/t /heu, 
Jbcll not be afra:~l of tbe jJC/wer t Do tbat 'u.:hich 
is ,'l,ood,) and I bflu jba/t bO'1.'t prai/e of the flme. 
r~r be is the mini/ier of GOD to fbee for good. 
But if thou do tbat u'hich is evil be afrOld,j&r he 
hea,.dh not tbe Jword in vain, for be i.r the mini. 
i,ler oj GOI), a revenger to execute 7.t'Tllth upon 
him, that d~tb e".-,il. fVherefore),e mujl needs be 
Jidjea n(;t only for 'lera/b, but a//o for ul1jcienec 
}lkt:. For, for tbis C(/lift pay yOll tribute a!lf; ,; for 
:bf)' are Ged's 11Iinijter.r attending continually UPllN 

this ""rry t!;;'l?;. A very little attention (1 ap. 
rrchu1<.l ) will be fufficicnt to {hew, that this 
text is io far from favouring arbitrary govern .. 
lucnt, that 011 the contrary, it firongly llolds 
t()rth the F"inciplcs of true liberty. SubjcEti.. 
\>11 ~o th\! higher powers is enjoined by the 
apoltlCJ ~~ccaule there is no power but of GOD; 
t h~ powers that be are ordained of GOD. con .. 
; t"-p.!l'U t! r, to refitl the power is to l'ciifi the 
t~I'\:ili:~rj(C of GnD : Aud he repeatedly declares 
t 1 ~~ 1 t t ! l e r III t' t· is t 11 e III i [1 i fi c r (j f G () D • :t\ o,\r 
t,~:fu! c \\~(~ ca ~l f:1 '~', \\' 11 ('thef' tll is t ex t fila k ,,=, 

. I 

,'':,1', O!' i.~c:\~n~t tiL( Ju(binc of ulllin"litcd pa{li,~c 
(\~ ) f'" 11' t' 11 C i • . .\ .. ' U" 'r.~ 
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ohedience, \ve Ihuft find out in "hat fcnre 
the :l.pofHe afiirm~, that rll;lgiftracy is the ordi .. 
J\ancc of GOD, ;lrld \,,11at he intclld:; wIlen he 
calls the I'lllel~ tIle nliniiter oJ· GOD. 

leAN think but of three poffiblc fenCe"~ 
in which ol;1giflracy can with any propriety b~ . 
ca11ecl GC)D'S or(liIl~lnce, or in Wllicl1 rulers Clll 

l)c 1lid. tel be ordained of G'()D as llis IJ1inificrs. 
The firH: is a plain declaration from the \vord 
of Go D, tIlat fuch an ()nc, and his defccndants 
are, and fha.ll be the only true and lawful llla"; 
gifi:rates ; thus we fino ill £Cripture, dle king .. 
dom of Judah to be fcttled by divine appoint-
ment in the family of David. or, 

",dly, By an ilnlucdiate commiffion from 
GOD, ordering and appointing fuch all one by 
name to be the ruler over the people; thus Saul 
and David were immediately appointed by 
GOD to be kings oYer Hi"ael. Or, 

3dly, IVIAG ISTRACY may be caBed t1le ordi •. 
Dance of GOD ; and rulers nlay be caned the.: 
IniJlifler~ of GOI>, IJCClllfe tIle nature ~~nd t"ca .. 
fon of things, \vhich is the law of GOD re .. 
q aires fneh an inH:itl1tion for the prefcrvatiOtl 
and !d.fdy of civil todcty. In the two firfl: 
fcnf...:s, t.he apoH:Ic cannot be fuppoicd to aflirm, 
t.lnt nlagiii:racy is GOD'~ ordinance, for neither 
he, nor an y or the flcred writers h.we (,!ltaikd 
t 1 \ e 1 n :1 orr i 11 J": \ C \' t () an" 0 1 j epa r t j c u 1 a r' 1-'a 11.1 i I v· 11 tl .. 

, /I; 4 

dl:J" the gofpd difp:.:nf;ttion. Neither doe:.; he, 
nm' any of the infpircd wr;tcn, give us t:1C 
lClil hint, that any p~don ihuuld'l.y::r be i!l~. 

111 .... ( 1: ,f .' -1 '/ 
• ... ",~.J. ... '" "" , 
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mediately commiffioned from GOD to bear rill}! 
over the people ~ The third fenfe then is the 
only fenfe, in 'which the apoftle can be hIppo .. 

.. fed to affirm, that th.emagiftrate is the miniiter 
of GOD, ~nd that magiftracy is t.he ordinance 
of G·OD, viz tllat the llature and I"eafon of 
things, require fuch a.n inflitution for the pre • 

. 1ervation and fafety of.mankind. N ow if thi.s 
lJe the only ,fenfe in which the apofile afiirnls, 
that magifirat(:s are ordained of GOD as hi.s 

.IIlinifters, refiilance nluft be crinlinal only fp 
j'i4r forth,~s,they arc the nlinifters of GOD, i. e. 
while th·ey act up to the end of their inHituti .. 
00, and ,,,eafesbei~g criminal, '\vhen they cea1~ 
beill;:; the minifters oEGoD, i. e. when they ad 
c:ont.rary to·the general good, and feek to de. 
Jlr(~y thF,libt;rtic;sof the .peo~le. 

THA l' we 'hav:e g0tten the aponle's fenfe of 
magifiracy, b~ing the ordinance of GOD, will 
plainly fippear from the text itfelf: 'For after 

'"having ~llerted, that to l'~lifi: ,the power is to 
refifi: the ordinance ot GQD~ and they that 
:~telifi:, {Jllll recei \7 e to tllenlie} ves (ianl n a tiC)D ; 

he imnlcdiatcly adds., as the reaion of thi~' af .. 
fcrtion" For rulen arc not a terror fo gc,?d works, 
but to f·lle e'Vi/~Wil/ thou tben not be afraid of the 
jl)'U.'cr ? Do that which is good, and thou jha/t 
ita've prlliJeof the fame: For be is the mini/ler oj 
GOD to' thet for good. But if thou do /bat "wbicb 
is e"Jil be afraid,. for ,he bearrfh not the j'1.t'ord in 
~'aiJl : 'iorhe is.tbcmillijterrfGOD, a lf7.'cnger 
to c.:ucute ,{t"alb upon /.Jim Ihot ,{"Ib c'd/. HLrris 
.a plain dedal'a tiu 11 of th~ .lcnfc) ill which he a f., 

. fttts'· 
I , 
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. 

ferts, that the authority of the rnagiRratc is 
or(iaincd ()f GOD, \,iz. becaufe rulers are n<>t a 
terror to good works: but to the evil, there
fore we ought to dread offending them, for 
,ve can not offend them hut by doing evil, and 
if ,ve do evil, we have jufi: rcafi)n to fear their 
power; for they bear not the fword in vain, 
but in this caLe, the magifirate is a reveng,~r 
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil: Bu.t 
if we are found doers of that \vhich is good, 
we have no reafon to fear the authority of the 
m:lgifirate, for in this cafe, inHead of being 
punifhed we {hall be protected and cncoui'a
ged :T'he reafon why the n1agifirate is callcd 
the lninifler at GOD, is, becauk he is to protect, 
cncour~ge and honor theln ,that do ,~dJ, ~n~ 
to pundh thenl that do evd; therefore It 15 

bur duty to fubmit to them, not merely fen: 
fear of being pUllifilCd by thenl, but out· of 
regard to the divine authority, under \vhich 
they are deputed to ('xecute judgment, and t(l) 
do juflice. For this reafon (according to the 
apoftle) tribute is to be paid them, becaufc a~ 
tIle miniiters of G()D their \v llole bufinefs is t() 

proteCl: every man in/the enjli)yment of his juft 
l'i~hts and privileges, and to punifh evcry 
e\Tll doer. . . 

IF the apofile then drcrt~, that rulers arc or .. 
dain'd of Goo, only becaufe they arc a terror 
to evil 'works, and a praif~ to them that do 
,veIl, if they are minifl:crs of GOD only bt'cauta 
they encoura:~c virtue and punifh vice ; it- for 
this rca.fi}u cnly thl!Y ar~ to be obey' d fcw ron .. 

E ·· ~ "1"(·"r 11t 
,,,,",,,,-;,,,,-~ 
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fcience fake; if the fole reafon, \\'hy they hlV~ 
a rirrh t to tribute is becaufe tIley dC,,()tc tllcm • 

• :-> 

fdvC5 "'holly to the bufinefs of fccuring to 
nlcn thcir juft right'), and to the punifhing of 
evil doers; it tollows by undeniable confe
C)ncnce, that when they become the pefis of hu .. 
luan fociety; when they promote and entou
rage': evil doe:rs, and beconle a terror to good 
,vorks, they then ceafe being the ordinance of 
GOD; they are no longer rulers, nor minifiers 
of GOD ; they are fo fur from being the PO\v .. 
ers that arc ordain'd of GOD, that they become 
the minifiers of the powers of darkncfs: And 
it is in far from being a crime to re!ifl: them, 
that in many cafes it may be highly criminal 
in tlle fight of heaven to refufe rcfifiing and 
oppofing thcln to the utmofi of our power; 01' 

in OtI1CI· \vords, tIl~lt tIle fame reafons, that rea 
quire us to obey the ordinance of GOD, do 
equally oblige us, 'when \\~e have po·wer and 
opportunity, to oppo1c and rcflft the ordinanc~ 
of fatan. 

H::. NeE we fee, that the apofile Paul ini'l:ead 
of being a friend to tyr3nny and arbitray go
gernment, turns out to be a firong advocat€l 
for the jufl: rights ot nllnkind; and i~ for 
our enjoying all that liberty, with which COD 
has inveHcd us: For no power (according to 
the apoflle) is ordained of GOD, but \vhat is 
all cnc()ura tTt:f ()t" every n-o()d and \1irtuous 

'.J h 
aCti()n, dr; t/JLlt wlJ;c/~ is (r~oJ olzd IlJ()lJ IlJ(lllt h'7~)e 

~~ ~ 

prai/e if tbe pune: No Juan need to be afr:.lid 
4Jf this power, wbich is ordaill'd of Con, 'w11l) 

(locs 



[ 35 ] 

does nothing but what is agreeable to the 1.1 w 
ilf GOD; for this power willllot reHrain us fronl 
.excrcifing any libcrty, \vhich the Deity has 
granted us ; tor the miniH:cr of GOD is to re
ilraill us fronl nothing, but the doing of that 
'which is evil, and lto this we have no right: 
To practice evil is not liberty, but licenciouf .. 
aeis. C'ln "re conceive.of a nlore perfect, equi
table and gencrou& plan of governnlent, than 
this which the apofile has laid down, viz. to 
ha.ve rulers appointed over us, to encourage 
us every to good and virtuous action, to defend 
and proted us in our jufi rights and privileges ; 
and to grant us every thing that can tend to 
promote out true interefi and happinefs ; to re-
1train every liccncious' action, and to puniftl 
everyone that \\·ould injure or harm us; to be
come a terror to c'vil doers, to nlake and exe
cute fuch jun and righteous la ws, as {hall ef
feCtuallv deter nnd hinder men from tIle com· 
nliffion of evil; and to attend continually upon 
this very thing ; to make it their conftant carc 
and fludy day and night to promote the good and 
welfare of the cornmunity, and to oppofe all 
evil practices. Defervedly may fuch rulers be 
ca.lled the minifrcf5 of God for good. They 
carryon the i:lme benevolent ddign toward9 
the community \vhich they great governor of 
tIle univcrfc dc)cs tOU.",lf(is his \vllole cre'lti()n. 
Tis the indifpcnfible duty of a people to pay 
tribute, and to afl~)fd an ca{Y and cOJnfortablc 
fubfitlence to filch rulers, becauie they are the 
nliniil:ers of GOD, \\'ho arc continually labour .. 
iq~ and: employing their tinlC for the gooQ of 
. ' · $e 
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llle community. He that refill!; fuch magiC 
trate~, does in a very emphatical fcnfe retif1 the 
ordinance of GOD ; he is an enemy to mankind, 
odious to GOD, and jufily incurs the [entence 
of condemnation from the great judge of quick 
and dead. Obedierlce to filch magifirates is 
yielding obedience to the will of GOD ; and 
therefore ought to be performed from a facred 
regard to the divine authority. 

FOR :-; ly one frc. 1]} hence to infer, that the 
apofile enj~)ins in this text unlimited obedi~!nce 
to the worfi of tyrants, and that he pronoun
ces dall1nation upon thofe that refifi the arbi. 
trary meafures of fuch pens of fociety, is juft 
as good fenfe, as if one fhou1d affirm, that be
cauie the fcripture enjoins us obedience to all 
the la,vs of GOD, therefore",'e may not <>ppofe 
the power of darkne[s, or becaufe we are com
manded to fubmit to the ordinance of· GOD, 
therefore we may not refill the minifiers of 
fatall. Such \"ild \\'ork lntlft be nladc with the 
apofrle before he can be brought to {peak the 
language of opprefiion. It is as plain (l think) 
as words can ITl:1ke it, that according to this 
text, no tyrant can be a rulcr; for the apofile's 
(! .. ,ll!liti()ll ot" a fllier is, that he is not' a tel'for to 
goud \\/orks, . bu t to the evil; and tllat he is 
one who is to praiie and ~ncourage thofe that 
do well; ,\,hcncvcl' tllen the ruler encourages 
tllClll tllat do eviJ, anci is a terror t() t}lofc that 
do well, i. c. as {()On as he becollles a tyrant~ 
}1~ f\)rf~its llis alltll()!'itv to go\'crn, at:(i l)CC()nleS 

~ "-

thc' Ininil1cr ot 1atan, and as fu<.:h ought to be 
(Jr:)()r~·J. 1 
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t know, it is {aid, that the magillrates ~were 

at the time when the apofile wrote, heathens; 
and that Nero, that monfrer of tyranny was then 
emperor of Rome; that therefore the apofile 
by enjoining fubmiffion to the powers that then 
were, docs require unlimited obedience to be 
yielded to the worft of tyrants. Now not to 
infiG: upon what has been often obierved, viz. 
that this epifile was written moG: probably 
about the beginning of Nerots reign, at which 
time he was a very hunlane and tnerciful prince, 
did every thing that was generous and bene
volent to the publick, and fhewed evert ad: 
9f mercy, and tenderne(c; t<;> particulars; and 
therefore migh t at that time jufily deferve the 
character of the Ininifter of Go D for good to 
the people; I fay, waving this; we will fup
pofe that this epifrlc was written after that 
Nero was becolne a monfter of tyranny and 
wickednefs, it will by no nleans follow from 
thence, that the apofile lneant to enjoin unli. 
mited fubjeCtion to fuch an authority, or 
that he intended ttl affil'nl, that fuell a cruel 
defpotick authority was the ordinance of GOD. 
The plain obvious fenfe of his words (as we 
have already feen) forbids fuch a confiruotion 
to be put upon them; for they plainly imply 
a firong abhorrence and difapprobation of fuch 
~ character, and clearly prove that Nero, fo:far 
for thas he was a tyrant, could not be the tllini .. 
tl~r of Goo, nor have a right to c1ainl fub .. 
mlffion from the people; fi) that this ought per .. 
h:tps rather to be view'd as a fevere fatyr lipOn 
Nero, tlun as cnjoyning any fubn1iffion to hilll. 

IT' 
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fT is alfo 'w'orthy to be obfcrvcd, tllat the; 

~poftle prud(!ntly \vav'd m~ntioning any parti~ 
cular perfong that were then in power; as it 
nlight have been conftrued in an inviduous 
light, and expofCd tlle primitive chriftians to 
the fe\'et'e refentmcnts of the men tha t \\'ere 
then in power. He only in general requires 
fubtnifIion to the higher powers, bccaufc the 
Fowers that be are ordain'd of GOD; now tho' 
the emperor might at that time be filch a tyrant, 
that he could with no propriety be {aid to be or· 
dain'd of GOD, yet it would befomewhat flrangc 
if there were no men in power among the Ro
JllanS,. that acted up to the character of good nla
giitrates, and that defcrved to be eftcemed as the 
Juinifters ot GOD for good unto the people: 
If there \vere any fuch, notwithftanding the' 
tyranny of Nero, the apoftle might \vith great 
propriety enjoi1l1ubmiffion to thofe powers that 
,",'ere ordain'd of GOD, and by fo particularly 
pointing out the end and defign of magiHrates., 
2nd giving his definition of a ruler, he nlight 
dcfign to {hew, that neither Nero, nor any 

'other tyrant, ought to be eficeuled as the rnini .. 
fter of GOD. 

OR, rather, which appears to rne to be t1le 
true fenle, the apofile nleant to fpeak of magii~ 
tracy in general, without any particular refe .. 
rence to the emperor, or any other perfon in 
l){)\\~cr 1 that '\'as tht'n at Rome; and the 
)ncanlng of this p~t[lgC is, as if llc bad faid, it 
i; the duty of every (,hriilian to bt.~ a good fub. 
j:;~c of civil gOY(:rnnlcnt} fur the.: lJOWtT and 

. 1 • a \.It llCtf,lty 
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~uthc"tity of the civil magiftrate :Ire frOnl GO!}; 

for the powers that be are ordain ~ d of Go D i. c. 
the authority of the fllagifrraten, that arc now 
citllcr at ltomc, or cliewhcrc, is ordain.cd o'f 
the Deity; \vhercvcr you find any la'wful rna
giH:rJte~, rClnember, they are of divine ordina
tion ; but that you may underHand what I 
ffif:lll, \"hen I fa.y" thl t nl1gifrrates are of di. 
v:~~e ordinltion ; ( will1he\v you how you may 
dif.:ern, \\'ho arc b \I\tful tnagiflrates and ordain
ed of Gon,from thofc who arc not: Thofe only 
arc to be ctlee'n~d lawful magiftl'.ltes, and 
ordain'd of God, who purf'le. the publick good 
by honouring and encouraging tho1c that do 
wdl, and punifhing all that do evil; fuch and 
fuch only, wherever they are to be found, are the 
milliilcrs of Go 0 for good ; to reIifi fuch, is re .. 
fiiling the ordina'1(,c of GOD, and cxpofing 
yourt~lvc3 to tht; divine \vrath and ,(:ondemna.-

• 
. tlOll. 

I ~ cit~lcr of thcfl! f~11fcs, the text.cannot mal~e 
any thing in favour of arbitrary government. 
Nor cou~d he with any propriety tell tbem, 
that they need not bl! afraid of the power, f() 
long as they did that which "":13 good, if hI; 
nlC~lnt to rCCtlnllncnd an ullliinited fublllilIi()Il 
tl) ;], t)·ralltlical i\ er(); for tile b~{t cllat·act(;!'j 
v/crt! tllc likclicfl: tc f~ltl ~l flcrificc to his mal icc. 
J\nd bcfilks, ftlch all injunB:ion \\"ould be dircd· 
ly contrwy to hi~ O\',Il practice, and the prole
tire of the primitive chriili.lns, who refukd ttl 

COIllply with the finfnl connnnds of Illen in 
pOWl.'r; their an!\\"cr in [uch C~:~S ,bt.:in~ til.i.-)., 

\\·c 
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we ought to obey GOD rather than men: I~enct~ 
the apoftle Paul hilnfelf fuffered lnany cruel 
l')erfccutions, becaufe he would not renounce 
chriHianity, but perfified in oppofing the ido
latrous worfilip of the pagan world .. 

TIIIS text being refcued fronl tile abfurd in
terpretations, which the faY,11Urers of arbitrary 
government have put upon it, turns out to be 
a noble confirmation of that free and generous 
plan of goverment, \vhich the law of nature 
and reafon points out to us. N or can we de
ure a more equitable plan of government, than 
what the npoftle has here laid down: For if 
we conful tour happinefs and real good, \ve 
can never 'with for an unrcafonable liberty, viz. 
a fi'eedonl to do evil, which according to the 
apofilc, is the only thing that the nlagifiratc 
is to refrain us from. To have a liberty to do 
\\·hatever is fit, reafonable or good, is the high
tft degree of freedoln, that rational beings can 
poilefs. And how honourable a lb .. tion are 
thofc m<:n placed in by the provid~mce of GOD, 
whofe bllfirc[~ it is, to iecure to rnen this rati. 
on~l liberty, ~nld to promote the happine(~ and 
,,·dfare of {{)cicty, by fupprefiing vice and inl
fl.lity, ~nd by honouring and encouraging eve· 
ry thing t~!at is anliable, virtuous and praHe 
,,'orthy ? Such lIlagiftrates vught to be hon()ur. 
ttl and obe,~ed as the minifters of G()D, and tIle , 
{crvants cf the king of heaven. Can W(,~ con·, 
fti·~~e of a lara cr an" more gener()l13 pJall t)f 

· 0 ~ 

hO\l'crnrnent than this of the apofilc? Or can 
lre fiad \t'orus more phi.aly exprdlive of a <iii: 

approbation 
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approuation of an arbitrary and tyrannical go
Vt:rllllleIlt ? I Ilever read tllis text without ad ... 
Iniring the beauty and nervoufnefs of it: And 
I can hardly conceive how he could exprcfs 
lllC}re ideas ill. fo f"c\v \vords, than lle has done. 
\Vefcc here, in one view, the honorthat belongs 
to the nlagitlrate~ hxaufe he is ordain'd of GOD 

fur the publick ~~(Jod. We have his duty point .. 
I etl out, viz. to honour and encourage the 
,·irtuous, to pr0Inote the real good of the 
cOlluounity, and to punifh all wicked and 
jnjuriou~ perfons. \Ve ~re taught the dt~. 
ty ~f the iilbjecr, viz. to ohty the magiftrate 
f"()f r.:<)J~~f(:~icllCC fake, 'becaufe lle is ord,tin'd 
of L OD; ;1.nd that rulers being continually 
employed under GOD for our good, are to 
be gcncr()ufl y Inal11tained, by the paying them 
t.ri!)lltt! ; aIld tll~l.t (litol)cdicnce to rulers is 
highly criminal, and win e.xpofc us to the divine 
wrath. Ttlt: liberty of the iubjecr is alfo clearly 
afi'erted., vi~. that fu.);jeCl:s are to be al1(Jwed to d() 
every thing that is injtfdf juft and right, and 
are onl y to be rcilrained frorn being guilty of 
vlrong a .. Jions. It is aHo ttrongly ilni:::.icd, th3t 
when rulers become oppreflivc to the fubjeB:, 
and injurious to the frate, their aut.hority, their 
refpeft, their nl:lintenance, and the duty of 
iubrnitticg to thenl nlu~l: imnl -liatdy ccafe ; 
t!lCY are tllcn to l)c confidcred a!-1 tl1e n~~i· 
llitters of iatan; alld as fuell it becl1111eg our 
indiiilenfable duty to refitl: ~nd oppoie them. 

'1' II TJ S \\'e fee, tllat b()\~ll l'cal()n ~~Il~..l rc.\'clation 
perfcfl:ly agree in pointin; O~lt the nature, end 
and ddi gn of g;.Ivcrnmen t~ \" lz. that it l:) to pro-

11~ Illote 
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nl0tc thc "'c1farc and happincf.':i of the comn111 .. 
nity; and that fU~lcas hayC a right to do Cyc· 

ry thing that is good, praifc-\vorthy, and COll

iitlcnt with the good of the community, and 
arc only to be rdlrain'd \vhen they do cvil, 
and arc injurious either to individuals or the 
whole cOlumunity; and that they ought to 
fubmit to every law~! that is beneficial to the 
f:ommunity for confcience fake, altho' it may 
ill 1l)n-1C l11c,lfurc intrrf(:rc ,,·itll tllcir I,ri\?a\ <, 

inter.:H: ; for every good man will be r~ady tc 
forego his private interdl for the fake of bein~ 
bendicial to the pl~ blick. Rt:afon ~nd revela
tion (we fce) do both t~ach us, that our obedi
ence to l'l11crs is n{)t ll111imited; btlt that l'cfiir
ance is not only allo\\'able, but an indifpcnf~lbI(' 
duty in thc cafc of intolerable tyranny and 
oppreflion. Fr0Ill both reafon and revelation .. 
, .... c learn, that as the publick fafety is the fl!
j1ren1C la\V of thc ft~tc, being the true fiandard 
and nlcafure by \vhich \ve arc to judge \\'he
thcr any la\V or body of la,vs are juft or not, 
fo lcgiflators havc a right to make, and require 
fubjec1ion to, ~ny {et of laws, that have a tcn
ceney to pronlote thc good of theC0111munity. 

Ot'R governours have a right to take evcry 
prof)e)" method to f·()rnl tIle nlinds of tllcir fl11) .. 
jcch it), that they n1ay hcconle good nlcmbcts 
of f0cicty. . The great diflerencc that ,\"c nlay 
obicrvc among the feveral claf1c~ of m:lllkind, 
aritc chieHy frorn their education, and their 
]a \VS; I1CI1CC nlcn bCCOIT1C \?irtll()US 01· vici ... 
()Us; g()()U C()111nl()n , .. \'caJtl1s-mcn, or tl1c con· 
trary~ genero11s, noble :mel c()uragious, or hate, 
Inl.:Jn fl)idtcd and co\vardly; according to thc 

imprdlio4' 
---------------------
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imprcflion that thcy h:n'c rt~ccivcd fronl the 
government that they are under, togctllcr \vith 
t!leir c(iucatioll, and tIle nlctllods tllat l:lavc 
been practiced by their kaders to forn1 theil' 
Illinds in CJrly lifc : ~ ~ cncc the neceflity of gool 
1.1\\ ,; to cncourage every noble and virtuou3 
1cntimcnt, to fupprcfs vice and inl1uorality; 
to promote induHry, and to punifh idlcnei'; 
that pJfent of innuIl1erablc evils; to promot~ 
arts and fcicnces, ~nd to lxmiih ignorance horn 
amon gft Ill:lukind. 

AN D as nothing tend:; like religion and the 
fcar of GOD to nuke 11lcn good lllcnlocrs of 
the COlnnl011 \vealth ; it is til,: lluty of magi!: 
tratcs to oeconle the patrons and prolllOters of 
religion and piety, and to 111:lkc fuitablc h\v~ 
for the Inaintaining publick wodhip, and de
cently fupporting th~ tc:.t:hers of reliGion: Such 
l..tw:; (I apprehend) are abi()lute1y necdEtry for 
the well beinf~ of civil iocicty. Such Ltws In~ly 
be In~dc confiilent with all that liLlcrty of con
kiencc, which every good Ineluber of iocicty 
ought to b..= po!r~ircJ of ; for <li thcn~ arc f.::w, 
if any religiou:) iocictic.:i anlong 'I=', but wha~ 
prDfd~ tu bdicvc anJ praCtic~ :J.H th~ great tIn
tic~~ of n:ligion ~l.nd mOLl:,ity, t!Ll.t arc IH::cd1'lry 
for the well bC;(116 of ilKilty, and th~ i:tftt y 
of the i11te ; let. ever), one be allow'd to ~tte!:d 
\1/urfhip in hi~ own t{)ci~ty, or in th:.l.t way, 
cllat ll~ J·l~~12\.~:~ 1\1l)!~ a!]'rc~al)l~ ttl tl~c \\,ill ()t-

, ) t ) 

GOD, and let ltiril be oLli(~cd to contribute hi,,; 
~mibnc~ tu t~lC i'UPPDl't111~ ~HH~ deb e)'!!ll-~ lh..: 

". 1 . ~ .. • 1 I' t' , .. ~" · ill '(" 1 . .' r' \'1 1'" 1 fl. (~~ I 1 • ' • ,".," • ", , f ,\' f ~ r.,.· " ., t" ~. ~ 
• ~ ' ... ,. .. ,. '. .. . ..... ,. 1. " .... I. _) '4":l . __ • .!.. oJ ..),,,.. • •• ~ '" -.. .. .4 ,l 'I .l .a ~ .... ... 
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cafe no one can have any right to complain, 
that he is depriv'd of liberty of conicience, f~e. 
ing that he has a right to choofe and fred y at
tend that \vodhip, that appears to him to be 
moil agreablc to the will of GOD; and it muH: 
be very unreaionable for llilll to objeCt againfl: 
being obliged to contribute his part towards 
the fupport of that \\!oriliip, 'which he has cho
fen. Whether forne fuch Incthod as this might 
not tend in a very elninent manner to promote 
the peace and welfare of fociety, I mun leavt"! 
to the wifdom of our lcgiOators to determine; 
befure it would take otl fonle ,)f the mofi po
pular objeCtions againft ~)eing ohliged by la\v 
to fupport publick worlhip, while the law re. 
firias t.hat fupport only to one denomination. 

B~ for the civil authority to pretend to ena
blifh particular Hl0des of faith, and fOlms of 
,\"orfhip, and to punifh all that deviate hOlll 

the fiandard 'which our fuperiors have let up, 
is attended with the' 'moH: pernicious coniC
quences to fociety : It cramps all free and rati. 
onal enquiry; fills the \vorld '~'ith hypocrites 
and fuperfiitious bigots; nay "'ithjn!idels and 
fceptic ks : It expoies Inen of religion and con· 
i(;ience to the rage and In::t1ice of fiery hlind 
zealots; and difiolvcs every tender t)' e of llll
man natllfC: In fll()rt, it ~ntr()(lt!ccs C()llfutl(lIl 

and every evil work. And I cannot but look 
upon it as a peculi:lr bld1ing of heaven, t.hat 
~'e live in a land v.'hcn~ everyone can fi cdy 
(] e i i ," (' r Ii is f C Xl t i I'D. C 11 t S 11110 t 1 r eli ,~~. i ( } 11 S f'l! 1 ) 1 c c t s , 
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accorJing to the J.icrates o~ his o\\'n confcience, 
without any :moleilation or difiurbance : A 
priviledge which I hope, we {hall ever keep up, 
and fircnuouHy maintain. No principles ought 
ever to be difcountenanccd by civil authority, 
but fuell as telld to tIle iub\1erfion ()f· the ftate. 
So long as a Ulan is a good member of focicty, 
he is accountable to GOD alone for his religi~ 
Oll~ fcntimeIlts : Btlt wIlen n1en ar~ found dif .. 
turbcrs of the publick peace, fiirring up fediti~ 
on, or prac1iiing againfl: the £late, no pretence 
of religion or confcience, ought to icreen theln 
from being brought to condign punifiunent. 
But then as the end and ddign of punifhmcnt 
is either to make refiitution to the injured, or 
to reftrain Inen from conlmitting the like 
crimes for thie future, fo When thefe iInportant 
cnds are anfwered, the ptinifhment ought-.to 
ccafe ; for \\'hatcvcr is inflicted upon a man un~ 
der the notion of punifiuuent, aftfi' thefe impor .. 
tant ends arc~ aafwered, is not a juG: and lawful 
punifhment, but is properly cruelty, and bafe 
l~evenge. 

FROM this account of cIvil government we 
learn, that the bufinefs of magiitrates is 'weighty 
and ilnportant : It requires both wifdom and in .. 
tc.;rity : \\Thcn either are wanting, government 
'will be poorly .uhninifrred; Inore efpecially if 
our govcrnours are mcn of loofe nl0rals, and 
abandoned prjnciples ; for if a Jllan is not faith .. 
ful tt) GOD' ,1nJ llis 0\\'11 foul, 110W call we ex
p;:(t, that he will he faithful to the puhlick 
There was a greal deal of propriety in the au vicco 

tll,l 



that JethrJ G-J"e tv'f\Jloics to provide able men; 
nlCIl of truth, :llat fc~~rc(1 (}OD) ~lnd tllat llatetl 
c0vetoninefs, and ~o appoint thenl for rulers 
over the peoplc. For it certainly implies a very 
gro[') abiilrdity to fuppofe, that thofe who arc 
ordain'd of GOD for the publick good, fhould 
have no regard to the :aws of GOD; or that 
the minifiers of GOD fhould be defpifers of the 
divine con~1T4ands. DJ ,rid thtc man af~ter GOD'S 

own heart, makes piety d nccc1h.ry qualificati
on in a ruler; he tbat ruleth o'ver men (fays be) 
11ll!ll he ju}l, ruling in tbe fear of GOD: It i5 nc·· 
ceffary it fhonld be IeJ, for the welfare Jnd hap
pinefs of the fiatc ; for to fay nothing of the 
venality and corruption, of thc tyranny and 
opprcffion, that ,vill take place under unjuH: 
l'ttlers ; ba.rely their vicious and irregular li\'c~ 
will have a Inofi: pernicions effeCt upon the li\'cs 
and nlanncrs of their fuhjctts; their authority 
becomes defpicahlc in the opinion of difccrning 
lucn: And bcfides, \vith \\?}\;It face can they -. lnake, or execute laws againl1 viccs, which they 
praaicc with grccdincfs ? A people that havl; 
~ right of choofiulj their magifirates, are cr1. 
lllinally guilty in the fight of heaveD when th(T 
Jr~ govl..~rll'd by (;apricc and h.umor, or are iu .. 
Hncnccd by bribery to chQoic lnagiftrltc:» tha~ 
~rcirrdjp;ious luen,who arc dcvcid of fentilncnt, 
~irc of' l)'~tll nl(lra.ls aIlll baf0 liv(:s.. l\lCll (lt1n()~ 
lY.: hlmd~,ntIy lcn{ible, what a Clil'fc they un)' 
IlJjng; ulwn thcrnfdvc~, :\nd tl~dr p~lill'r\tr) by 
fCt< ).J.\flll~/ ~~1~1tl \\'\C l<clIJ\~ ,l}()tl.ti n ~r' lllt!l {)f a;-r:ll \-.. ., } 
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\V e have ;tlready feen, that magifl:rates ~·h(J 

rule in the fear of GOD, ought not only to be' 
obey'd as the minifiers of Go D ; but th~t they 
ought alia to be handfomely fupported, that 
they Inay chearfullyand freely attend upon the 
duties of their fiation; for it is a great fhame 
:lnci difgrace to iociety, to fee men that ferve 
the publick, labouring under indigent and nee .. 
dy circnnlfh.nces ; and bcfides, it is a maxim of 
eternai tf!.lth, that the labourer is worthy of his 
re\\"ard. 

IT is alfo a great duty incumbent Oft people 
to treat thofe in authority with all bec<)ming 
honour and refpea:, to be very careful of cafting 
any afperfion upon their characters. To de .. 
fpiie government and to [peak evil of dignities 
is reprefcnted in fcripture as one of the woril: 
of characters; and it was an injunction of Mo
fes, tboufhalt not.!peak ev;lof tbe ruler of thy 
people. Grcat mifchief m.ay enfue upon revi ... 
ling the character of good rulers; for the un· 
thinking herd of mankind are v'ery apt to give 
car to 1candal : l\nd ,vhen it falls upon men in 
power, it brings their audlOrity into contempt, 
lcfl'ens their illfillence, anti difheartcns tllcnl 
from doing that fervice to the community of 
,vhich they are capable: Whereas, ,vhen they 
arc properly honoU1~d, and treated \vith that 
nJpec1 which is due to thcir fiation ; it infpirc$ 
thenl with conrage and a noble ardor to fery{! 
~hc publick; their influence anlong the people 
1~ fircngthcned, and their authority brCOIl1CS 

finn!y cftablifhcd. ,V c ought to rcn1cmhcr, 
t 11~\t 
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that tIley are men like to ourfe1ves, liable to 
the ianle imperfeCtions and infirmities ,vith 
the refl: of us, and therefore fo long as they aim 
at the publick good, their miHakes, mifappre
llenfions and infirmities ought to be treated 
\vith th.e utnlol1 hunlanity and tcnd(rnefs. 

BUT tllO' I \,,~o\)l(1 rec()mnlcnd to all cllriPti
~ns, as a part of the duty that they owe to 
Inagifirates, to treat them with proper honour 
and refpeEt ; none can rcafonably luppofe, that 
I mean that they ought to be flattered in their 
vices, or honoured and (arcHed "'hiie they are 
feeking to undermine and ruin the fiate : F{l)r 
this would be wickedly betraying our jull rights, 
and \ve fhou!d be guilty of our own dcfirucli. 
o~ : \Ve ought ever to perfevcre with firnlllc[s 
and fortitude in maintiuing and contending for 
all that liberty, that the Deity has granted us : 
1 t is our duty to be ever ,,~atcllful o\'"cr our 
juft rights, and not fuifer them to be wreHed 
out of our hands by any (,f the artifices of ty
rannical opprefiors. l~ut there is a wide dine
rence between being jealnu5 of Olir rights, when 
\V~ have the ftrongeil ren[on to conclude, that 
they are invaded by our fulers, and being un
reai(mably fuipicions of men that are zcaloufly 
endeavouring to 1upport the confiitution, all
ly becauie \\'e do not thoroughly comprehend 
411 their deGgns: The ilrH: argues a noble and 
generous mind, the other a low and bafe fpirit. 

TI-IUS l~a\"e I confi(lrrcf..i tIle natllfC ~Jf tJ,e 
duty enjoin'd in the text) and Lave C:I1c(a,\,QLr

eli 
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.Hxl to ri~cw, thit the falne principles t11;lt reqll~rc 
oo('Jience to la,,··ful nugiftrates, ~o aHi.) rcquirc, 
II '; . t t) ref i (1: t)r ran t s ;. t 11 i~ I 113,\' \! fC 0 1"1 fi rIll' d i"r 0 III 

h~af\m, :tnd ii::ripturc. 
f • . 

• I , , • .I 

l T \"as with a particular view to tlle. pn:fl.'nt 
nn!u pry ('011 trover!"y tInt fubfifl:s l,etwccn us, 
and Gn':<lt.Brit~iIl, tiut ~ chole to di:lCouric llP
'''11 the nature and (~digtl of .govcrIunent, aIHl 
the rig~lts and duties both of governors, and 
governed, that fCJ, jnftly undtrftanding OUt' 

rjo-Ilts and .pri\~ilc;Yes, \~·e n~l)r 11~lIld firll1 in ()tlr o u . 
oppofition to miniiterial ,tyranny, while at the 
fl!n~ til~e we pay all proper obedience and fuh. 
Iuifii,m to o~lr lawful lnagiiiratcs; and tl~~t 
\\'hil~ we are cuntendi~lg for lib~rty, \v(,! 
llUY avoi~ running into liccncioufnds; and 
that ,Wl!. n1 .. 1Y prekrve the due Jl1cdium he .. 
twccI) fnbmitting. to tyranny, and runn~ng 
into . anarchy •. : 1 aC~ll~)\dedge th at I have un .. 
dcrtakpl ~\ ,difficult. talk; bqc, as it appear\i tr,) 

Ine, tbc r.rcfcnt ~at~ of affairs loudly clll'd !~H' 
fuch a dl1cdu~fe.; ,and. therefore I hope the wlfc, 
the generous, ar~d the good ,,"ill c:uH.lidly n?H· 

ccivc IUY good intcnti()Jls to it'rve the puhl;c., 
I fhall. now apply thi~. difcouril:. to thl.~ grant! 
(' 0 n t r c." c r f'v tIl: I tat t 11 i s ~:! ~l \r t ~ 11 ~ Ii' t·~ 1) C t \ \' ell \ 
( ' B t - • 1 ·1' \" · II .' '1 .. 

J l' " .. : 1 t - . r 1 t ~llil ~ 11 (. t 1 C J 1. ~ 11 (' r 1 C :l 11 C.~ ( \ 11 ~, \.' I ~ , 
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1:1 thdl' p:uticular intcrcfi, forms of goven" 
lllcnt, llIodes of worfhip, and particular Cl1fiOln~ 
~ 11 j II 111:1 I} 11 e rs; be f i (.1 c s f eve r a 1 ani III () Ii t i (! S t 11 ~l t 
h:ld fuhIillcd anlong them. That under thek 
<:ircumHances, fuch :.In union ihould take place, 
as \\'~ l!OW behold, ',.vas a thing that luight fa· 
ther have been \~;ifhcd than hoped for. 

A~D in thc next placc) \Vho could 11av<.: 
thought, that \vhen our charter \\'as vacated, 
\vhta we became ddtitutc of any lcgillativc 
authority ; and \\'hcn our courts of jufiic(' 
in Ill.lIlj- parts of the country were Hop'd, ic) 
t!l~lt '\'e could ncitllcr llla!\:c, llor execute la\\'!5 
upon ofl"endcrs, who I fay would have thought, 
that in fuch J. fituation, the people filoukl be· 
have i<) peaceably, and n~aint~in fuch good or· 
del' and hartnony al110ng themfelvcs! This is 
a phin proof, that they having r -: the civil 
hw to regulate thClll1C!vcs by, beCJ!TIC a la\v 
unto thcmidves; and by their COfH.1uct they 
hJ\'c fhf'wn, that they were regulated by th,,! 
1 ~t \ \' ( ) f (~() 0 'v r i t [ C 11 ill tIl c i r Ii t!;,t r t s. ' 1"1! i ) i ':i 
tIlt! I .. ()rJ'~, (loil1~, and it Ollgllt to l'~ mai'vc!A 

• ,J ~ 

l)~l) 111 Ollra C)'"CS. ' 

F :-\o~,i" \,"ll~lt llas IJccn fai<.i in t!'ii~ (li[c()l1rfl~) 
1t \\rill J1)11clr, tllat \VC arc ill tllc ,va,,. of l)Ul 

• • 
(int.y, iu nppofing- the tyranny of Crcat-Bri-
'~.~li!l ; f\)f it: ll111iIllitc(i iulJl11ilii,.n is n()t llrlc t~) 
;~ny Lw:uJl power; if \VC have ~ll undoubttll 
ri;, h ~- til ('rJ')()fe ~lllli refiil ~l fet ()f t\·r~llltS., tllut 

• ,l .. .t. _ . 

;lr~: i'dt~\ crt.li)~ ()ll1" 1·t1fi: ri~!lits aJl(ll)J·i\/ilc,-l~\!(.~;, 
l .. " • .. , .. t ' 

,,1::, •.. ,. ~~~,,{,t" l<O(l'l'l'''l·') J. i'o"t"'t 1-'1 '11'ly 11'''1'1 tt·'l~· ~ •• It " ""' . , .... I "'" 1 • '.'. u .... .. .I '6,4 • ,,~ ., " • l .. 
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'\.~ttl calmly attend to rcafon, ,vhcthcr ,,'c have 
a right to refill: and oppofe the arbitrary nlC:l
{ures of tbc King and Parlialncnt ; for it is plain 
to demonfiration, nay it is in a mlnner fcJt~evi
dent, that they have been, ' and are endeavour
ing to deprive u!§ not only of the priviledgcs 
of Englifhnlen, and our charter rights, but they 
have cndeavour'd to deprive us of what is . 
nluch more facred, viz. thc priviJedgc:l of men 
~nd c.hriftians =It i. c. they are robbing us of the 

, unalicnable rights, that the GOD of nature hlS 

given us, as nlcn, and rational beings, and has 
<:onfirmccl to U~ in llis ~'ritten "r()rd as Clll'ifti.' 
aqs, and difciples of that Jefus, who c::.mc to 
redeem us froIn the bondage of fin, ;lnd the 
tyranny of fatan, ~nd to grant us the moll: per
feCt freedom, even the gloriom; lherty of the 
fons and children of GOD ; that here they have 
endeavour'd to deprive us of the fl(TCd ,harter .. 
of the king of heaven. But we have tllis for 

. our confolati(}n, the Lord reigneth, llt governs 
the 'world in righteoufnefs, and will aycnge the 
clufe of the opprdfed?, when they cry unto 
llim. \\T e llavc n1ad(~ our ~]ppcal to llel,~en, 
::md \ve cannot doubt, but that th,c judge of (Ill 

, l·" d·' t /) e c ~l r t r.J ';"c '1 ,t . C ,./: T .'J t . 
w 

:N £ F D J llp0n thi3 o~c:tfion. dcfccnd to p~~rti
cubrs ? CJ.ll any ODe be. ignoflut what the 

tIl ill (TS . 0 

", Tht' nie,rliog is "~t, thl~ tht1 h;:tt'r l\!te,npted.to ,ftpri" tiC t'f.. 
)jbe~ty (,)1- c· .... f i~u(r, LUI .",.,t (h,,, have alt~ln~)tt'd t', t:1ke 
~ N I, t h II 1"1" r, f h , " ¥' h j ': t. r; , ,d h a ~ i. v ~ I~ ~ ci u ~ w , t h :l ~ h i 11 

,. , .. (4 , " r,. , I ;l n d ron t, I It 1 ,. r1 I n hIS r (l fp, J, h , v- hie h b t t H V" •• 
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'~h~ng5 arc of ,,·hich \ve cotTlplain ? Doc., not 
('very one kno\v, that the King and Padian1cIl~ 
]lave affumcd the right to tax LS with~nlt our 
confent ? And can anyone be io Ion to the 
J1rinciplc5: of Inllllan~y and comnlon fenfe, :is 
Jl()t t() vie\v tlle~r con(iua in tllis afiair a~ a \tC

ry grievous ilupoiition? Reafon and equity re· 
(luire that no one be obliged to pay a tax that 
1.1C has never coafented to, either by himfdf, or 
by his reprefentativc: But as divine providence 
~l;t~ pbc~d llS at fo great a diltance £ron1 Great .. 
l~ritain, that \\'C neithcr are, nor can ~e pro
perly reprdented i,n the Bri~ifh rarlia?1cn~ ; 
it is a plain proof that the Deity dcfign' d, that 
'\\'C fl10uld ha\'e the powers of legiflation and 
t .. '~ltjon among ol,rfelves : }i'or cal) any fuppo1e 
it t(> IJC l'eaf()[lable, that a fet ()f lllen tllat arc 
perfeCt firangcrs to us, fhould have the un~·on. 
troubLle right to lay the moH: heavy and gric
"ous burdens upon us that they pleafe, purely 
1.0 gratify their unbc,i!oded avarice and lu.xury.r 
J\Iuft we b,e obliged t) perith \\'ith cold and 
Jlungcr' to, nlail}ta,in thenl in idleneis, in all 
kinds of debauchery anti dil1ipation? But if 
t l~y have the. right to take our property frolu 
lIS \\'ithont our confcnt, we Inuit be wholly a~ 
t heir In\~rcy for our food and rain:lcnt, and \\'C 
kl1.:(:)w br Ctd. c;{p~ri~nce, t~at their tender mer ... 
~ics arc crucl~ ~ . \ . 

nVT hecaufc \VC \vcre not wi11ing to fubruit 
t,n fuch an unHg-htcous and crud decree; tho' 
'\'c mcddt~y comphin'd and htllubly pditioll'd 
~ , ) ~ ~1 r C l). r ( i~ 0 f Ll" lie \' ~111 C C S , j I: [t l' ado f 11 car i r~ p. 

• \.J • \ 
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ot.;lr complaints arld granting our requefis, t T1CY 

have gone on. to add jniquity to tranfgrefiion. 
by making 1cyeral cruel and unrighteous acts. 
\Vho can forget the cruel acr to block up the 
]larbour of Bofion, whereby thoufands of in .. 
noccnt perfons muil have been in·evitablyruin'd 
had they not been iupported by the continent P 
\Vho can forget the aCt for vacating our char. 
ter, together with many other cruel aCls whicll 
it ~ needlcLs to nlention? But. not being able 
to accompJifh their wicked purpofes by Ineer 
aGts of parliament, they have proceeded to com. 
1l1.cnCe open hofrilities againfi us ~ and ·have ~n .. 
dcavour'd to defrroy us by fire and· {word; 
our towns they blve burnt, our brethen they 
have !lain, our veffi:ls they have· taken, and our 
goods they have {poiled. . And after all this 
wanton exertion of arbitrary po\vcr, is there 
thcluan that has any of the feelings of humanity 
left, who is not fired with a noble indignation 
againft filch luercilefs tyrants; \vho have not 
only brought upon us all the horrors of a civil 
,val', but have a~io. added a piece of barbarity 
11nknown to '!"'urks and lYlallometan infidels.; 
yea fitch as ~would· be abhor'd and detefied by 
the favages of the \\-ildernefs: I' mean their 
cruelly forceing our brethern, whom they have 
taken pruoners, "without any difiinfrion of ,,,hig 
or tory, to {crve on board their {hips of \var, 
1 hereby obligin.g theln to take up arms againfr 
th.cir o\vn countrynlen, and to fight againn ~hcir 
llrctJlren, their ,\~ivcs, and their children, and 
to. aflifi in plundering their own efi:ate~. This
~l.ly urctl.ln;n, is done by Inen ~ho call, thenl-

Jl'l \7{~~ 
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{elves chrifrian~ againfi their chri11ian b~cthrca, 
again,ft men \vlto till now. gloried in the nllne! 
()f En.glifluncn, and who ,,'ere ever reatly to 
ipend their lives and fortunes in the defence 
of Britifh rights: Tell it not in Gath, publilh 
it not in -tIle fireets of Afhkel()n, left it callic 
our enemies to rejoice, ;lnd our adverfarics to 
triumph. Such a condua as this, brings, a 
great reproach upon the profeffion of chriftiani. 
ty, nay it is a great fcandal even to human na~ 
tllre itfelf. 

I T would be Jligh1y criminal not to feel a due 
Tcfentment againH: {Uell tyr;mnicaI:' monners. 
It is an indifpenfable duty nly bretl1rcn which ' 
\ve owe te GOD, and our country, to roufe 
up and befHr our(c1vcs, and being animated 
"Titll a~ noble zeal for tIle facred cauie. of~Jibert'~ ... - . 

to defend our lives, and fortufles, C\YCD· tOJ .tIw 
:fhedding the Iait drop of blood. The Jove of 
our country, the tender afiedion -that we have 
for our \\rives and children, the re£tard we ought 
to have for unborn poilerilY, yt:l.. every thing 
t hat is dear and facred, do no\v loudly call 
upon us, to ufe our ben endeavours to fave 0\lr 

country : We Inuit beat cur plo'U'-jbarts into 
j-words, and our prunin,g bO(jJs info ji;cars, and learn 
t he art of felf.defence aglinfl our cneolies .. -'1'0 
he carder.,; and remjl~, ,osot(t neglect the caufe of 
our country thro' the bafe Illotivcs of avarice, 
:tnd {elf intcrdl, will eXPQ{C us not only to the 
l'efentmc11ts ()f" our felIc),,· CfeattIres" bilt to tJ,C 
difrleafurc of G'OD Al1!,light y: for to fnell Ink 
'.Y! d(hcs in {l~ch a t.i.n~c a~ thi~, \\·c 111:1y app! y 

- \\' \ t ," .. 
., ..... 4 .. 
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with the utr:noft propriety that pallage in Jer.; 
48 cIllp. vert 10. Curftd be he that d~cth the work 
?f tbe Lord decei~fully, and curfed be be, that keep. 
dh back /JiJ.fwordfr.om blood. To favcour coun
try from the hands of our opprcfiors, ought to 

· be dC~lrer to MS, even tllan' OUl" own lives, and 
next the eternal iaIvation of our own fouls, is 
the thing of the greaten importance: A duty 
:f() iacred, that it cannot jufily be difpcnfcd \vith. 
for tIle faJ~c of' our feculal' concerns: Doubtlef;; 
for this H:afon GOD has been pleafcd, to mani ... 
feft his anger againfr thofe who have refuted to 
affifi: their country againft its cruel oppre1for~. 
HelIce ill ~\ cafe fimilar to ours, when the lfrae. 
lites' wen:: ilruggling to deliver themfelves fronl 
the tyrJ.uny of Jd.bill the king of Canaan, \ve 
find a nloil bitter curie denounced ag.\inLt thofc, 
,vIll) r~fuied to grant their affifiancc in the com-
mon caaic; ice Judges 5th, vcr. 23' Curft Jc-
1U.:nz (jaid lb.? tln;:el of the Lord) Curfi ye bit/er
ly tbe i ·;~b.J!Jil.l"is tbereif, bccaufo they ca1J!c 11&/ to 
tbe bel> of tl;: Lord, to the help oj the, Lord agahvt 
t /.l(,J llti ~.I· iJI)'. 

"'" 
, 

N 0 'V- if· iuc 11 a bitter curf~' is dcnollnced. 
19,1in:~ th·)fc, who refuit:d to affiH: their coun
tr)" ~lg,"I":~lft its (-'~jl)rl'jl~)rs, \\'"11 at a drcadfulJo()nl 
ar(~ til();~_ ~,\:~f'~~ .. ~ to, \\·110 11JVC not only l'ct·ll

fed to ali:L i:h'~it' lO~l.ltry in thL, time of Jiarcfi, 
IJut lL.l~~"t.: tilJ\" 11101. .'~..; ()l- i11r.:~rc{l Ol~ all1hitiC)Il 
{hew';} t~:,·:ntc:,·es cneIllic~'. to th~ir lountry by 
OJ>i)o!in';d; fa t!H! Inc:d1.li'C~ that \\\~ ha.n~ ta
ken, and'·. openly ftYOllriIl ~~ the n"itilll Par-

e 

I· .,. f' l (""I' • 
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~:c \\'il1ing to facrifice hi~ country for the faf(c 
'of av:u'it:e or alubition, has :lrrivcd ,to the high. 
eft Rage of \vickedneis, that human naturc is 
capable 'of, and dcfcrvcs a much worfc nanlC, 
'th:ln I at prefcnt care to give hhn ; but I think 
1 Inay with propriety fay, that' fl1ch a pcrfori 
has f()r.fdtcd his right to hUlhan fociety, and 
th~t he ought to take up his abode not among 
the rJ.vagc tnen, but anlong tlH! f:.tvage bcafis 
of tIle \\'ilderncfs. 

NOR can I ,\~11(11I'., ('x~ufc from IJlan1e tl1~{c 
timid perlorts, who "thro' their 01':0 co\\\\rdicc, 
!llVC been indliceJ tC) t·clvour ollr cncll1ics, 
and ha\7e rcfllfccl t(). ac1 ill defcn(~e of tllcir 
CO.llntry : }4'or a dile i('!lfc ot~ t1le ruin and de
ftrucrion that our enemies arc bringing upon 
H~, is enough to raif~ 1i.1eh a reil"ntrrlcnt in the 
J1Ulnan brcafr, tk.lt wc.r,ld (I fhenld tllink) !)t~ 
ftllliciellt tCl b:l11i1Jl f~~:lr frllnl tIle moil: tilnici 
nlakc: J\11d b('lid.~s t() ;11lil\1g-c.~ c()\\"al·(licc in fl!t.ll 
a Cll1fc, ar~llt~ a \\'"l11t lJt' f'aitl1 in Gl)O ; for C~tl 

~J . 

}If:~ that finllly believe'') and relics upon the Pl~O' 
vidence of Goo, dc)ubt, whether he \\'ill avenge 
die tanfc of th~ injured \vhen they apply to 
him fl)l' help; J.."'or Iny own part, when I co~. 
fidcr the d!fpenfations of pro\'idcncc towards 
tlli'l land, C'''l'lY fincc OU1" fa'tl1Cl·S 1irfr fc..,ttll'li ill 

Jllymouth, I find abundant lcafon to conclude, 
th~t the.: grclt f(H'crdgn of the Ulli,'<:rf(~, l:ai 
planted a ",inc in this ~mcric:ln wi!l!crncis,w}:irh 
he ha:, (>Hl~cd to take deep root, and it h;l:' til. 
lc(\ ttle lanll. illlU t!' -tt }tt! \\'ill 1!(,\O('l' ~"~!ff~\r it 
to be t)luckcd U?, or <ldlro),ctl. 
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Qutt. fathers fled frdm the rage of pre1at1c:al 

lvranny and perfec~tion, and caOle into this 
land in order to enjoy liberty of conicience J 
and they have encreaf~d to ~ great people : 
Many have been the interpofitions of divine 
prbviderice on our behalf, both in our fathers 
days and ours: And tbough we are now en
gaged in a war with Great-Britain; yet we have 
been p rofpered in a moO; wonderful manlier : 
And can we think, that he, who has thus far 
helped us, will give us up into the hands of 
our enemies ? Certainly he, that has begun t~ 
deliver u.;, ,,,ill continue to 1hew rus mercy 
towards us, in favingus from the hands of our 
r.nemies ; he will not forfake us, if we do not 
forfake him. Our caufe is fo juO; and good, 
that nothing can prevent OUr fucceCs, but onlv 
our fins.. Could I fee a fpirit of repentance and 
reformation prevail through the land, I fhould 
not have the leaft apprehenfion, or fear of be· 
ing brought under the iron rod of flavery, evell 
though all the powers of the globe were (om. 
bined againfi: us: An:1 thougli 1 confers, that 
the irreligion and prophanenefs, . which are fo 
common among us, gives fometbing of a damp., 
to my fpirits, yet 1 cannot help hoping, and 
even believing, that providence -nas detigned' 
this continent for to be the afylum of liberty 
~nd true religion ; for can we fuppofe, tha~ that 
QOD who created us free agents, and defigned 
that we 1hould glorify and ferve him in thi:l 
world, that we nlight enjoy him forever here
after, will fuffer }ibe~ty and true religion to 
be banifiled irom off tIle fa,e of .tIl: ea·rt~ ~ 

II 13u, 
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fiut do not we find that both religion and Ii. 

, berty feenl to be expiring and gafping for life 
in the other continent, where then can they find 
an harbo·ur, or place of refuge but in thIS ? 

THE ItE are fome ·who pretend that it is againil 
their con{cicnces to take up arms in defence of 
their country ; but can any rational being fup
pofe, tINt the Deity can require us to contra .. 
diCt: the law of nature, which he bas written 
in our bearts, a part of which I am fure is 
the principle of felt defence, which firollgly 
prompts us all to oppo1e any power that would 
take away.our lives, or the lives of Gur-friends : 
N ow for men to take pains to dellroy the ten. 
~cr feelings of human nature, and to eradicate 
the principles of felf preIervation, and then to 
perfuade themfelves that in fo doing, they fub. 
mit to,and obey the will of GOD,is a plain proof 
how eafily men may be led to pervert the very 
fiila: and plaineft principles of reaion and com
mon fenfe, and argues a grofs corruption of the 
hunlan mind. v.! e find fuch perfons are very 
inconfifrent with thelnfelvc!s, for no men are 
more zealous :to defend their property, and to 
fecul·c tlleir;,efiates from the encroachments of 
others, while they refufe to clefc"u their per-
1on~, theit· \vives, tlleil' cllildrcn, and their coun
try againfi th~ affaults of the encmy. We fee 
to what unaccountable lengths n1cn ,viII run, 
\vhen once they leave th.e plain road of com .. 
lnon fente, arld violate the law, v:hicll' G'OD 11ls 
\vrittcn ill the heart.: Thus fomehavc thcHlght, 
th"y did GUD fcr't'icc, when they unmercifully 

butcllcrcJ "-'. 
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butchered. and. dellroyed the lives of the fer .. 
vants of GOD; while others upon the. contrary 
extreme believe, th~t th.ey pleate GOD while they 
fit Rill, and quietly behold their friends and 
brethren killed' by their unmerciful enemies, 
without ~deavouringto defend, or reicllc them. 
The one is a fin of omiffion, and the otht~r is a 
fin of cotnlni.ffion, and it . may perhaps be diffi. 
cult to fay under certain circulnfiances,\vhich 
is the moll criminal in the 'fight of hC:lv, i ; of 
this I anI fure, that they are both of the14 gt'cat 
,'iolations of tIle law of GOD. 

. . . 

tiA'·ING tllus endeavoured to fil~V tIle law~ 
ruIners and nccej]ity of' defending ourfdyes 
againfr the tyranny of Great-Britain, I would 
obferve, that providence (eerns pl'iLinly to point 
to us the expediency, and even ncceffit.y 
of our confidering our felves as an inde~ 
pendent flate: For not to confider the abfurdi. 
ty implied, in making war againft a power, to 
which we profcfs to own (ubjeCtion, to pals by 
the impracticability of our ever coming under 
fubieCtion to Great-Britain upon fair and equi
table terms.; we IDay obft!rve, that the Brit.ilh 
I>arliamcnt has virtuitlly declared us an inde
pendent {late by authorizing their {hips of ~Nar 
(0 feize all American property, where\'cr they 
can find it, without making any diftinCtion be
tween tIle friellds of adrniniftration, and tllofe 
that have appeared in oppoiition to the ads .of 
l'arliament. This is milking us a daiinctnati .. 
on frOin thcmfclves; they can have no right 
any longer to ilil~ u:; rebels ; fiJI' rcbdliun iln-

Fii;1 
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t>1tes a particular faC\ion rifen up in oppofitioq 
to lawful authority, and as fuch the- taCtiout 
party ought to be 'pu~i~led, while thole tha~ 
remain loyal are tp be protected: But \\'he~ 
war is declared againft 'a whole community 
without difiinCtion, and the property of each par
ty is declared to be feizable ; this, "if any thing 
can ~, is treating us as an independ~nt fi~te ~ 
No\v If they are pleafed to confider us, as In ~ 
fiate of inde,}endency, whp can obj~a again~ 
our ~nfiderlng our felves fo ~oo~ .'... 

Btflf while we are nobly oppofing with QU~ 
lives and cRates, the tyranny of the BritiiQ 
parliament, let us not forget the duty whid~ 

'VIe owe to our lawful magiftrates; ~et us never 
miftake licencioufil~fs for liberty. The mor~ 
'we underlland the pr~nciples of liberty, the 
more readily {ball ~e yield pbedience to lawfu\ 
authority:' For no 'man ~an opPQfe g09d go
vernment, bl:lt he t~lat h~ a {hanger to true Ii .. 
herty. Let us ever check and reHr~n the faCti .. 
ous difturbers ()f the peao«·; \'1henever we llleet 
with perfons, that ~r~ 10th tp fubtnit t(l lawfu~ 
authority, let 'QS treat ~hem with t~~e c~ntempt, 
which they def~rve, and evc;:r efteem them a~ 
the eneIJ;lies of their country, and t~e pdls ot" 
fociety. b: is wi~h p~culiar pleafure, tl~~~t Ire
flea: upo.n the peaceable behavio1,lr of my em.ln .. 
~rymcn, at il time w.aen the courts of jufiice 
'were flopped, and the ~xecuti()n of laws. fufpen .. 
ded ; it will certai~Jy be expeCted of a pc{)ple~ 
tklt CGu1.d bch~ '\'e fo \velJ, when they bad 110-

tLil,}~; lo rdl::l:!n thc~l.l, h~,lt the law:.; \\'l,'ittf'n iu 
. . . tll~U-
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thdr heart5, that they will y icld all readyanq 
-chearfulobedience to"lawful authority: TherQ 
is at prefent, t~c utmofl need of guarding 
t)urfelves againft a feditious and faCl:ious t~m.~ 
l'er; for when we ~re engaged with fo pow~ 
crful an enemy from v/ithout, our policical 
falvation under GOD does in aQ eminent man-, 
,per depend upon our b~ing nrnftY'uniteq tog~
ther ill the bonds of love t() one another, arld 
~f due fubIl1iffloll to l~wful authority. "hope 
we 1h;\11 nev~r give any j~tt occation to our 
,~dverfaries to r~proC\ch us as being IncO of tur .. 
bulen~ difpoIitjons, and licentiuus principles! 
thlt can~ot bear to be refrrained b i good and, 

· wholfQlT!e l~wa, ~ven though they are of .our 
own m~.tking, nor fubmit to rulers of our own 
~hufing: But ( have reaCon to hope much bet. 
~er thing~ ()f my countrYlnen, though '1 thus 
{peak. li.ow~er, in this, time ')f difficulty and 
di~r~rs, we cannot be too much guarded againA; 
~he left apprua:c~es to difcord and faCtion. Let 
l:ls wh~le w~ are jealo~s of our rights, take heed 
9i unreafonable. fufpicions, and evil {urmifes., 
which have no proper foundation. Let us take 
heed, len ~e hU,~t the caufe of lib\!rty by 1reak" .. 
;03 evil ()£ th~ ru.1er of ~h~ peo?le. 

'LE T 'us tre~t our rul~rs, \\~ith all tllat non(JI
and ~e{pea, 'Yhic~ the dignity of their fia~ioQ 
·requuoes ; but let It befl.lcl~an honcrand,rdpcct 
'as is worth.y of the fo,,& of fJ'CC<iOOl to give ': 
Let us c\"cr al)llor tIle bafe arts, that arc I u·{cd 
1>y fawning parafites, and cringing courtiers, 
who by theil" lo,W ~tifici~s:o ;luj b~rc flatteries, 

~.) btaliG 
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\)tltain oHiees and polls, which tlley are un4ui
Jified to fuftain ; and honors, of whic,~ they are 
unworthy, and oftentimes have a g~ater nunl
ber of places affigned theIn, ,than any one perl~ 
of the greateft abilities can ever properly fill I 
by means of which, the cODlmunity becomes 
greatly injured, for this reafon, that many an 
important truft remains undifcharg'd, and rna ... 
ny an honefi and worthy member of fociety is 
deprived of thofe honors and privileges to whicb 
lie has a juft right ; whilft the moLt defpicable 
worthle[~ courtiel· is loaded witll honourable 
and profitable commiffions. In order to avoid 
this evil, I hope, our legiflators will alwa)'s de:
{pife flattery :is fomething below the dignity of 
a rational mind, and that they 'will ever fcorn 
the man that will be corrupted, or take a bribe. 
And let us all refolve with our felves, tllat no 
motives of interefl:, nor hopes of prefennent, 
thall eyer induce us to ad: 'the part of fawning 
courtiers t')wards men in power. Let the 110. 
nor and rdf'ecr, which we, {hew our fuperiors, 
be true and g(!nuine, flowing i(orn a fincere 
and upright '11t~art. 

. " 

- THE honors that l1ave been paid to arbitrary 
rrince~, have o~ten been very hypo<;ri~ical" alld 
jl~finc(~e :; ~)i~n~~ have been ~a~~ered in their 
VIces, atld "have ·bftc~ had an Ido!atrous re\'e .. 
renee paidthe:rn:.~'Th'~·w9rn rrinces ha,'e been 
the mofi: flittered and ~](lo~~d : And many fl1C'h 
in the pagan world afiume~. the titre of gods; 
and had Jivine honol'~ paid them. This ido" 
latfOtlS rcvcr:':nc\:: ha& ever been the infq)C'rab~e, 

(:011 (.(JI1-1 i tal'! t 
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~oncomitant' of arbitrary power, and tyranni. 
(:al g'()vel"nm'ent : For even chriftiall princes, if 
'they have not been adored under the character 
of gods, yet the titles given them, ftrongly favor 
of blafphemy, and th~' rever ence paid them is 
really idolatrous. What right has a poor finful 
worm of tIle duft to claim the title of his moft fa .. 
crcdM'\iefty ; molt facred certainly belongs only 
to GOD alone, for there i~ none holy a:, the Lord; 
yet how coml~p~ is it to fce this title given to 
kings? And how often have we been told, 
that the king caJl do no wrong, even thougll 
he fhould be fo foolifh and wicked as hardly to 
be cap~ble of ever being in the right? yet frill 
it mull: be aff~rtcd and maintained, that it i:; 
impoffible for him to do wrong? 

, THE cruel favage difpofition of tyrants, and 
the idolatrqus revere~ce that ispaid them, are 
both rooft beautifully exhibited to view by the 
apoftle John in the revelation, 13th chap. froril 
the firft to the tent1~ ver. where the apofl:le 
gives a defcripcioq of an borrible \vild beafi all: 

Wllich 

.' W:I~ beaft,--By the beaft with Ce,rn headi and ten horn., I 
. u ... lcrftand ,be " ranny of arbitrary prince •• viz. the empcrortl 
and king. of .he oaier. and weftern roman empite, and not 

. the tyranny of che pope and cltrgy, for the defcription of ever, 
~I"~ 4J" 'his b~,ft: will anfwer better 10, be underftood of polit·i .. 
',aI, than of ecclefiAftical ',rantl. Thul the (even heads are 
,len', r .. tll., inlerprtted, to deaote the 'everal forms of' r( 01 ill 

,~"crnrneu' I !the ten horr.. Irc undcrftoud of tbe tea klng
d"ml rh .... w-rc fet up in the welte. II elapire J Iud by the bod, 
of the t)e:\i1 it rftm, mof! :lllu ~, t." unJ,.ftand .tat tafttrn 0'" 
aretk fm~)ite t· l r -t i~ t.~;d to he h~ • levp\t'd, this ;,na~e- it 
I. k e ' f r" '.. D·,,, t J ,. v. G. w fa t' , e the t b i r Ij b e ~4 ft i) f, i d t () .--~ 
11kr a Je.)' , d N ,w by che thi!d be.R in J):~.,i I :" t, ~d'r" I (I 
111 lac btJ 'nl~rlJ't,erl 'he &r"'~~l &A~oJr~h .. , !' , .. W' J L ,'Nfl 

,;;l- . '~ 



t 
whkh 11C faw rife out of the .rea; baving {even 
he,lds and t~n horns, aI~d upon his heads the 

.. names of bbfpheo1Y : By heads are to he un .. 
derftood forms of government, and by blafph~ 
in}" idolatry; fo.that it fecms implied, that there 

" will 
tt.,t John 'rtQtttnt~, h~;rowt hi, ~mait' (rem Dlniel, and t 
M;ieve it ",,1. be louud "PUll a cc ilital examintAtiuD of the 
Jllll1tr, .hat whencvet he d'Jet (0, h. meant ,~e (ame thine 
•• ,hOlniet; it' this he 'ri,e,(a, I am full, pertwlded It if!) ,heu 
by ~he body of thil h~lft bein~ hke a teo~",d in ahe .re.,e;at!on 
ot J ~hll, i, tt:) be under tlood the e,fterD or 'ireek empire; -hlch 
wal th~t p"t or thc!~old roman cl1\-,ire that remained wbole fot, 
{IYtral Rgel :after tn •• rfter.i fTDp.re wat btokeD ioto ten king~ 
tom.. Fttrther, afte:- the beaft W.I rifc", it i. C.id that 'h' 
c:i agon Rave hi11l bi, feat; new "1 .~. dr.,o. i. meant ,t1, 
ap,it, who i. repreferlttd al prl lidit'l oyer the roman tmpire 
in ita p3~'O ft~te ; but. the felt of ahe roman empire in i_, PI
,an 'tate "'::'1 Romt, Here then i •• prop~ec1 that th~ ernpero,' 
\ f rht taft. Ih"uld beccm' poffert'd ofRome.wbich ex.SI, Igrlti 
.ith what we know from h:f\Jr1 to be faa. for tbe emperor 
Jutlinian '. genfral, ~avin, ~pellcd ~he ,oth. out of It.11~ 
:t\tlrhe wit brought into fuhjeaion to the rmperorGf th* e.ft, and 
•• ~ for. Jon~ time I09(rned b, the emperor-. lieutenant, 
~ho re6drd at alyellDa. Thefe c.rrGdera.iona conyiftc, me, 
that the 't rek empirf, and !lot ahe pop. -4 Jti. clef'fiJI to be 
tl ro derftood "1 the bod, of 'he h.aft. whieh ••• like , l,opI{d i 
An~t wbat furthtr COl)firrM qie i. thi' belief i." tfllt it .pJ":lr. 
to me th" ah. pope~ and aht papli el,raJ 1:1 to bt un"!r.' 
jt)('td by the r(cond bfaft. which we rela nf in Rev. I, 'h' 
Yfr. 1'-11~h, f: .. )f of h-m it ia {aid, thlt he had 'WI h,r", 
Itit 4 IIl",b s A Jlmb, .. r kDOW. i. the fisurt. b, which J ::r".~ 
Cnliat i. &ignified in tbe Rtvelalion, and man, other pa", of 
ahe flew .. teftamcnt, the POPt claim. hoth I ttmporat and (piri. 
1\131 fOVcJC1gnl' denoted by the two horn. dnd ... th. ctil'la~, 
0' the vicar of Jeful Chrift, Ind yet under thit hi~h pre •• Dc. 
of beinK the yiC3r tif J efUI Chi ia, he (peaka lete" I dragon .. 
i. I, he prGmolel idoJatl, in the chrHli'ft chUrch', ita like mari. 
ner a. the dr •• on did in the he.then world. To diftil~Ru ~ 
Ilim(romthefi,'" heaft. hei. called lter.19. ,ht/arip,.,. 
11.", Ib", 'Wr'MglI .iratlll, i. r. likt mahomet h. pre,el.d, ,,, bl 
• Jawg. fer and cllim. infallibiht,. and hi, .. miffarie. endr •• "u'r 
to conftrm rbi. d~arjne b'y pre.ended miracle. , How wonder· 
lu!l, du aU thrfe c.bara«erA ",fee 10 the pope t whrref .re t 
.:ur .. .:Iude, that the fecol'Hi and n",t the fi.ft beaA, ",ngl" lh. 
"i,all, of the pop. and hie clelll-



"',-;ill be .1 deg'rcc of idolatry in every {o!4tn cf 
~rr:lIlni.l':\l govcnunent. Thi~ bc~ft is l'l'pre ... 
1~ntcd as having the body of a l~o?.lrd, th: 
t'cct of 3 bear, all(i tl\{~ lll()utll l)f a lioll, i. (~. ~l!l 
horrible monfrcr polfdI~d of the rage and fury 
()f tIle lit)ll, tIle ficrcc11e{~, of tIle bear, all<.l tIle 
Lviftnefs of the leopard to f~he and devour its 
prey; C1ll 'words 11l0re l1rongly point out.or 
exhibit in lllorc lively colours, the cxcL'l'ding 
r,l.j':, fury and impctuoIity of tyrants in their 
ddtl'nying and Inaking havock of mankind. 
'J lJ this b~a~t 'we find the dragon gave his 
power, fcat and great authority, i. c. the dc~il 
coa:ti.tnteJ hinl to be IllS ~icegcrent on earth; 
this iii to d::l :)~~ tIllt tyrants are the J11iniilers 
~)f falan, ol'tbincll by l1illl for the ddhuCliou 
ol~ III ~lnkillJ. 

Su C {!J in 110rril)le monftcr ,""e {hollld ]ll\1~ 
thought, "rauld have been abhorrcJ and detdl. 
cd of ~tll In~.lllki(llt, ark! that all :llti()ns \\'()uld 
llavc joined thdr powers and forces together, 
to oppofc and [;.ttedy ddhoy hilU fronl off 
the fac\! of the earth: But ill far are th:.y ti'on! 
doing this, th:ll on the contrlry, tlH:'y arc n
prcfentcd as \\!or[hippinJ him, "cr. 8. and all 
lbat dwtll oli I.~e cdi-' b jb.;!1 .... iJ .~/~l> bill!, 'Z.'i:. al! 
t b 0/;: 'W bo / e llil me S 11 r ~ n (; t .~() r it'! r' II iii t /; e la!l1 b 'J b, ~ ,t 
of'ift:, i. c. the wicked world 111<111 pay hiln ~n 
idolatrous rev-en'nec, and worihip hi,n with a 
f!ol.llil~~ J(ll1rati{}Tl. \\/llat call ill ,1 lll()rc 1 j velv ",") I 

III all n e r fIl C W t 11 ~ ~r 0 (j jill P; L i i t v :111(1 \ \' j C ].~ t d .. 
u ; 

11 e j s () f t 11 a n k i ) 1 cl, i I' t} ~ 11 S t, 1 t n c 1 )' <.r i \1 i 1 ~ '..! \ 1 r' t h t j 1~ 
l, '-.) 

J' lift ri~!llt:; ill.to tIlt: lla'ltls ot~ t·vl'~lIjJ.Jic~l 11,( n.} .. 
~ ~~ ~ 

J · ... 1 " .:., l' ~ , 
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i1cr~, and in fo readily pa}'ing tllcm furh an 
lJIllil11itcd obeuiellce, 3S is due to GOD alone . 

. \V E n1ay ohfervc farthe!', that thefe men are 
{;lid, v~r. 4. fo '"..ucljlJip the drtl!:,f)1l ; not that it is 
to be itlppof::cl that they in direCt terms paid 
divine homage to titan, but that the adoration 
paid to the b~afi, who was fatan's vicegerent, 
eiid ultimately ccuter in hinl. lIenee we learn 
that thofe who pay an undue and finful vcne .. 
ration to tyrants, are properly the fcn;ants of 
the devil, they arc "'{)) fhippers of the prince of 
f.larknefs, for in hin1 aU that undue homage 
and adoration cc:nt~i'S, th:;lt is given to his nli
niitcrs. I-fcnce tllat tcrriLle deI1'unciati()n of· 
divine wrath againfi the worfh:ppers of the 
beaU and hi~ image: Rev. 14th, vel'. 9th, I cth, 
and I I th, If allY man lj.f.·orJbip tbe beajl and bis 
imacge, and recei've his mark ill bis forehead • 

• or in bis band, tbe Ja:re ft .. 111 drink of the uiJ;c 
of the 'U,'ratb if COD ~i.:bi(b i.r pcured Gut wittout 
1nixfTire into tbt (UP if bis indig17ati(;r., fllld he 
}hall be fermented ~itb fire and brilJ!/hne ill Ile 
preJence of tbe bo(v angels, and ill tbe preje!.'ce if 
the Lamb; alld tbe jllifjke of tbeir torment a/and .. 
eth U;) jore'!;ff and e'''.:er: And tbey h01:e no re.J~ 
day n~r night, '1/.:bo ru,'orfhip the heaJt and his 
inh7ge, and <4ubo receit·c ti:e mark ~l his 'lame. 
,:\,~ \! ha\7C llcrc fet fortIl in tlje clearcfi rr,ao-
ncr by the in!r,ired apofile, GOD'S abhorrence 
of tyranny alld tyrants, togtther with the 
idolatr()tls rt\'ercncc, tll~lt tlleir \\'rctcheJ ['l1b-
jeEts are wout to ply them, ar.d the awful 
dCntl!1ci~tion of divine wrath, againit thofe 

v.~h_ 



,,"110 are guilty of this undue obedience to 
tyrants. 

DoE.s it not then highly concern us all to frand 
faft in the liberty \\'hercwith heaven has made 
us free, and to tlrive to get the victory ov'ct 
the beafi and his image, over evcry fpc:..ics of 
tyranny. Let us look upon a frc~J01n frolll 
the power of tyrants, as a bleffing, that can· 
not be purchafed too dear; and let us \.}Iefs 
GOD, tllat he lIas fo f,lr delivered us frC)111 tllat 
idolatrous reverence, \vhich nlen are fo very 
:apt to pay to arh:tral'Y tyrants; and let us 
pray that he wou1d be pleated gracioufiy to 
perfeCt the mercy he has begun to fhew us by 
confounding the devices of ('Iur cnenlies, 
and bringing their counfels to Jlought, and 
by eftablilhing our juft rights and priviJed. 
ges, upon fuch a firm and lailing balis, that 
the po\vers of earth and hell fhlll not pre
V~il a gainft it. 

UNDER Gon, ev'cry pcrron in dIe commu
nity ought to contribute his affi'.1:~nce to the 
bringing about fo gloriou3 and im pOltant an 
c\'ent; but in a n10rc enlincI~L nlantlCr rlclcs 
tllis itllportant btlfincfs l)cl(~ilg· to tIle ~cntle. 

~I ~j 

nlCJ1, tbat are chofcn to reprefcn t the people 
in thi.i general ailcmbly, indndin;:; tl!(,J;t.', 
ttut Lave been ~ppojlltcd lTIC:U1UCf;:, of t!.~ 
l~ c !1011: ~lbl~ CO\.llllil Lo~!·(1. 
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guardians of our invaded rights, and tll(~ 
defenders of our liberties againft Britifh ty." 
ranny ; you an~ called in providence to fa"(~ 
rour country f~onl r~in •. A tTuft is rcpofc(~ 
1n you of the htghefi: unportance to the com. 
munity, that can be conceived of, it~ bufi .. 
ne(~ the moil: noble and grand, and a talk 
the moil: arduolls and difliclllt to accom· 
plifh, that ever engag'd the human nlind. 
<' 1 mean as to things of the prell'nt life). 
Dut as you are engaged in the ddlnce of.a 
jufi and righteous caufe, you n~ay with fit In .. 
nefs of mind conlmit your cauie to GOD, 
and depend on his kind providence for di .. · 
rcction and, atlifiance. \. ()ll \\'il1 ha,~e t1le 
fervent willies and prayers of all good men, 
that GOD would crown all your labours 
""ith fucccfs, and direct you into fuch mea
:lures as iliall tend to promote the "'e1farc 
and ]}appinefs of the cOlumunity, and afli)rci 
),ou ali that wifdonl and prudence, wLich 
is necdl:l1 y to regubte tIle alIairs of fhtc') 
at this critical period. 

UONOt·Itr. D fat!1crs of tl1c ]lOtlfc of Re
prdcnt::ltivcs : \V e truft to )'(Jllr wifdOIll ~U1d. 
g(')odnds, that you will he Jed to lppoint 
1tlch J11Cn t(> be ill C()tlDcil, '\\'11()111 "()ll krl0\lt 

# 

to be men of real pt jnciptc, and \\ ho arc 
of U.n l~lcmifl~('(1 Ii \t.<:~, t 11 at lla \YC fl~c,\rll 
tilcmkh"cs zea10us a.r.d 1Kj;1I ty fii<.nds to tl:c 
I: !)<..rtics ()f A IllCl ica., and nlcn, tll~lt lla,'c 
th~ fvr of C(l]) bd(Jrc tl:(';1' (:ycs; tor 1ill'h 
(-.\I~' 'l arc tIlc IlJCn, tl1~t call be t.!c'"rrlllctl 

• . ' J. 

l."'t'··' '1 . L~ 



[- 69 J 
~pon unifonuly to purfue the general good .. 

l\:I Y rC,tcrend 14'athcrs ancl Brethren in the 
milliitry will remcIuber, that according t~ 
our text, it is part of t he work and, bu
finefs of a g~ipel Olinifier, to teach his hear
ers the duty they owe to nlagith:atcs. Lct 
us then enueavour to explain the nalure of 
their duty faithfully, and fhew thl:lIl the 
ditfl:rcncc between liberty aud lic:enciouC. 
neC.,; and, \vhile we are aninuting t. nem to 
oppofe tyranny and arbitrary power, I .. t u~ 
inculcate up?n theIn, t1,H: dllty of yL:iding 
(lue ()1)t.:llic11CC tel laY.,·fllJ autJl()ril v. III ())'\.icr 

to the right' and faithful di(ch<;r.~c of this 
Inrt of our nlinifiry, it is nt'n:tflrr.. that 
\VC Ihoutd thoroughiy Hudy thc Lt. \V of nJ-

. tun:, the rights of lllankind, and the reci .. 
)l'ocal dlltics of govcrnollrs and governed: 
By this 1l1CJI1S, \\·c :than be able to guard 
tl \e~ll :l·.~:l i ! lit t lIe C:·. trct11CS ()f flJ.\·ifh fu l)-

'- ) 

nu!!io() tl) tyrants on one lund, a.nd of fe-
(1:li()11 alll! iircJ1CiflU f.l1Cfs 011 tIle ()tllcr. '''~e 
may ] ap1)l't.:hl'lld att.1in a thorough ae
qU.lint~ncc with t ,e law of n.lturc, and the 
rig-hts of m:l.llkind while \ve rcnllin igno
]" ant () fIll ;1 r, \' t ~. c ! 1 n i cal t er t 11 sot· 1 ~\ \\" , a 11 d 

~ 

a:'c: utterly UJl,lC'J'1:11ntcd with the obfcnre and 
LarlJar(lllS ttl i '1, l. ~:1 t \\'as f(l 11111Ch lIfe <.1 in tIl\! 
aJ~j cE popiih lhrknc:fs and fupcrilition. 

To conchltlr, \r Ii J L£ "'e are fighting for 
Iihl'rly~ and itli\'i;~g ag;tinH tyrallI;Y, kt us 
~Lnl(;HJ:~r lo fiSl:t th..: hl)cJ fight of faith, 

a!lJ 
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In,d tlrnefity feek to be deli vered from tJlat 
bondage o! corruption, which we arc brought 
into by hn, and that \VC Juay be made 
partakers of the glori~us liberty of tIle ions 
and children of GOD : Which may the father 
of mercies grant us all, thro' J~.:fus Chl'iil t 

A· M E N" 


