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Ifaiah ix. 6.

~—— The Government fball be upon bhis
Shoulder, —

* that Nature and Con-
‘Bmill cernment to Mankind,

Yonld that a Difcourfe upon
8 1€ can never be out of
713 Seafon : and, 1f I mif-
take not, 1t may very
fitly be confidered on
this Qccafion ; when
Semmmereenawer | the[Heads of ourTrlbcs
are met together in a folemn Aflembly, to give
Thanks to the God of Heaven, for the many

great and diftinguifbing Prmleges both cmdl
an
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and religious, which we are favoured with ; and
to ask Diretion and a Blefling from on High,
upon all the Admintftrations of Government in
the Land ; and efpecially upon the imporcant
Affairs, ‘which lye before the Great and Gene-

ral Aflembly of the Province.

And agreeably I have chofen thefe Words of
the evangélical Prophet, as the Foundation for

fuch a Dilcourfe. . | .

And, to make the way clear, w.{rg may obferve,
That in the fixth and fevensh Verles of this Con-
text, we have one of the mott iliufirious Vro-

phefies concerning the Meffiah, that is to be met

with in any Part of the Old Teftament. For
here, many hundred of Years before the Accem-
pafhment of it, the Prophet gives us a parcica-
far Account of the Coming and Kingdom of
Chrift ;- and is as exa& in the Defcription of his.
Perfon and Governmient, as if he had lived in
thefe Geofpel Days, and {een the Fulfillment of
his own Predi&ions.

| And éécordingly there are two things obfer-
vable in the Prophefy.

Firft, We have here a plain Predi&ion of the
Incarpation and Humiliation of the-Son of God,
i theDilcharge of his mediatorial Undertaking.
This the Prophet gives us 1n two Words ; unte
s ¢ Coild is born, wunto us a Son is given.” But as
I have not time to explain thefe Paflages at pre-
fent ;- Tmuft go onto confider, the Glory that fhould
,_E.al!aw upon the Abafement of the Son of God, and

Arg

be che Reward of his Humiliation, ~
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And therefore,
- Secondly, We may further obferve avery clear
Predi&ion of the glorious Exaltation of the Son
of God, after his Birth and Sufterings in the hu-
man Nature, And in this he 1s delcribed both

by his Name and Dominion.

. e was to have 2 Name given him above
every Name. For fays the Prophet, His Nanse
hall be called, Wendesful, Counfeller, The mighty God,
The everlafbing Fathcr, The Prince of Teace. Now
thefe Charaé&ers of his Perfomr and Office,are the
moft magnificent that any Language can de-
fcribe ; and ferve to create 1n every prous Mind,
a moft lively and aftonifhing Ides of the incom~
parable Glory of our exalted Redeemer: Forthey
can’t be afcribed to any mere Creature without:
Blafphemy and Nonfenfe t. And therefore muft
belong only to the eterpal Son of God, who is
one in Nature and Eflence with God the Father,
and God the Holy Ghoft. - Again, R

2. He was to have a Dominion every way an-
{werable to the Dignity of his Perfon. This
was foretold in the Words of my Text, and in
the following Verfe. And the Government (hall be
upon his Shonlder. --- OF the Increafe of bis Govern-
ment and Teace there (hall be no End, upon the Throne
of David, and upon bis Kingdom, to order it, and to
effablifh it with Fudgment and Fuftice, from bence-

foth even for ever.

Here by Government we may underftand the
Adminiftration of all Aifairs 1 the Kingdom of
Previdence and Grace.

t Pool.
| And
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And when the Prophet foretells that this Go-
vernment fhould b upon the Shoulder of Coriff 3 the
Meaning is, That our Lord Fefus Chriff, by Vir-
tne of his mediatorial Undertaking, would have
a Right ro this Government, and have the " Ad-

miniftratton of 1t committed to him by the Fa-
ther.

- L]
l*
L

- And whereas the Word Skoulder is nfed to ‘ex-
prefs this; 'tis a plain Allufion to a common
Cuftom among Mankind to lay heavy Burdens
upon the Shoulder : and as plainly intimates, in
this Place, That as all Governments if they are

rightly managed, {o this efpecially isa very great
Burden, requiring extraordinary Care, and Di-
figence, and Fidelity, in the Adminiftracion of

it.

~Aad having taken this general View of the
Words : I come now more particularly to confi
der this important Truth that 1s evideatly con-

tain'd in them. . Namely,

Fefus Chrif? has the Government of all Things
- committed unto Him by the Fatber.

In difcourfing upon this weighty Subjed, I
fhall go into the following Method.

L1 fhall fay fomething concerning the Perfon
who is the Subje&t of this Government.

11. 1 fhall confider the Natare and Properties
of this Government.

III. T (hall thow how Chrift came to have the-
Admuntiftration of it put into his Hands.
- 1V. Say
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IV. Say what the great End of 1t 1s,
And |
V. Apply the Matter, as near as I can, {o as

to Anfwer che Defign of the prefent Solem-
nicy.

I Inthe firlt Place, T (hall take a brief View
of the Perjon, wito 1s5{a1d to have this Goveins
ment upon him.

And in a Word, The Perfon who is the more
1mmedidte Subje& of this Rule and Government,
is the Lord Tefus Chriff, as he is GOD and MAN
united in one Perfon. For 1t is not the Son of
God, confidered as God alone 3 nor the Son of Man,
(imply confidered, that has this Dignity and Domi-
nion given to him-: For in the former Senfe, the
Son of God being cqual with the Father, T 1n all
divine Perfeftions, needs no deiegated Power
from him ; but has a #atural Right to exercife a
univerfal and abfoliite Sovereignty over all crea-
ted Beings. And in the latter Senle ; that is)uf
we confider’ Chrift only as Man, he would be
very unequal to the Charge committed to him ;
for it is vaftly too great, as we fhall prefently {ee,
for any created Being as fuch. . And from Lence
1t neceflarily follows, That 1t 1s, and muft be,
the Lord Jefus Chrift, confidered as GOD-MAN
in one Perfon, who has the Goverment laid upon
him. And thercfore he 1s_{poken of, in cur
Context, as partaking both of the human and di-
vine Natures. . His buman Nature 1s plainly poin-
ted out inthele Words, Unto us a Child is born ;
for he could becon:2 2 Child and be born, in no

A o i talieat-a i i ey S, Waigryiiiils vl wm———y

+ Phil =. 6.
B other

R
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other way, but as he was made Man. And when
the Prophet adds, Unto us 4 Son is given, this,
compared with the following Charaéter of his
Perfon, does.as plainly intimate, That he 1s the
eternal Son of God, as well as the Son of Man.
And agreeably this {ame Prophet docs, in ano-
ther Place of his Prophecies, defcribe him to us,
under the Title: ahd Charadter of Immanuel.
I{a. 7. 14. Rebold a Virgin [hall conceive, and bear
a Son, and fhall call his Name Immanuel : which,
being fmerprc[erl, i5,God with #s 3 for this 1s EheEX-
policion which the Holy -Ghoft himfelf gives of
che Word in Matrh. 1. 2. And having {aid this
concerning the Perfonwho adminifiers the Go-
vernment-{poken of in the Text,

il T come now to enquire more particularly
into the Nature of this Government,

And in general, By this Government of Chniit
we may underftand his Adminiftration of all
Affatrs in Heaven and Earth, {fo as to advance
the Glory of God, 1n the eternal Salvation of all
God’s'Elet; and in the everlafting Deftruétion
of all his and his Peoples implacableé Enemies ||

Now this Government may be confidered, ei-
ther 1n general, as 1t is extended to all the Crea-

tures, for the good of his Church and People 1n
the World ; and in this refpe it is the {ame
with the Kingdom of Providence. Or, 1t may
be confidered 1n particular, as it has a more 1m-
mediate Relation to the Church, of which heis
confticuted Head in the new Covenant ; and in

"“WW

¥ Ushir and }i;ﬂrm's{. y o
this
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this regard, the Kingdom of Chrift 1s ufually
called the Kingdom of Grace,

But as the time will not allow me to confides
the Government of Chrift in this doubleRefpeét ;
{o it will fufficiently aniwer my prefent Defign,
to {peak of it in thve firft Senfe only : or, to give
you fome fhort Account of the Government of

Chrift in the Kingdom of Providence.

And accordingly I fhall here {ay {omething,
Firft, concerning the Aéts of Chnit’s Govern-
ment. And, Secondly, concerning the Proper-

ties of 1t.

Firf, 1 fhall confider the Aé;s of Chrift’s Go-
vernment ; or fhow wherein, or in what Re-
{pe&s, he exercifeth that Power and Authority

committed to him by the Facher.

But as it would be endlefls aimoft, to reckon
up all the particular A&s of Chrift’s regal Au-
thority ; T fhall mention only, His upholding
an- prefecving all Things in Being : His over-
ruling and direéting all Things, to the great End
they were made for : and his judging the World
of Angels and Men at the lalt Day. For thele
three more general and comprchenfive Adts 1n-
slude all the Particular ones under them.

To proceeqd then,

1. Jefus Chrift, by Virtue of his {overeign
Power, upholds and prelerves all Things in Be-
ing : Hence he is{aid, in Heb. 1. 3. To uphold ol
Things in Being by the IWord of his Power. And a-
gain the Apoftle oblerves, 1n Col. 2. 17. He is°
before all Thingsy and by him ¢ll Things confift. _And

< B2 therefore
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therefore from chefe, and the like Paflages, 1t
plain]y appears, That che \Vﬁight of l‘ht:: Crea-
ion is laid upon Chrift ; and that he fupports
the Whole, and all the Parts of 1t. For, asa
picus Expofiter | well obferves, © When, vpon
« the Apoftacy cf Man, the whole World was
““ breaking to Pieces under the Wrath and Curlfe
“ ¢f Ged, the SON OF GOD, ungertaking the
“ Work of cur Redemprion, has bcund 1t up a-
“ gain, and eftablifhed it by hisalmighty Power
““ und Goedpefs,” He therefore preferves the
World frem disbanding-and running into Confu-
fon 1 He keeps up the Frame and maintains the
O:der of 10: He has all the Care upon him of
the wiole Fanmly 1n Heaven and Earch ; and
rrovides all cthings neceflary for their conftanc
Suppeort.  And this he will centinue to do, till he
has bicught in the whole Number of God's eleéf
and yidecmed Ones, and compleated bfs own myfbi-
exd Zody : Tor 'us principally for che. Sake of .
ehefe, that the World, as 1t new 15, centinues in
Bewng. |
| Again,

2, AsJefus Chrift upholds, {0 he a&ually over-
rules and dire@s ail Things o as to anfwer the
greatBnd cof theirBeing : thar is, {0 as to advance
the Glory of God 1n the winding up of all.

And here T mioht fizly confider the Influence
ht: has cver the netuial H"a:r'!rfj cr that which we
ufually c2l] the erdinary Courle of Nature. For,
as'this 1s part of Geds providential Kingdom,
fo 1e neceflarily falis und=r his general Care and
Lrection : And he makes ufe otall Thingsin i,

-ﬂ'-"—l-_—-p.._-- N

fome
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{fome way or other, to fubferve the main Ends of
his Government.

- But .as 1t 1s of greater Concernment to us to
confider the Dominion of Chrift over the moral
World s over Angels and Men, both good and
bad ; I fhall confine my Difcourfe under this
Fead, to this Parc of Chrift’s Government : and
{ay, |

}(r.) All the Angels, both geod and bad, are in
Subjeétion to Chnft ; and he rules and go-
verns them all according to his Royal Will and
Pleafure. And agreeably, theApoftle Peter {peak-
ing of our Lord Jefus Chrift, faysin 1 Epift. 2.
22. He is gone into Heaven, and is on the right Hand
of Gedy Angels, and Authorities, and Powers, being -
made [ubject to bim.

And therefore as for theHoly Angels,who kept
their firft Eftate ; Chrift being an Head of Con-
firmation to them, they are the Courtiers of
Heaven that furround his Throne of Glory ; the
Minifters of State that conftantly and chearfully
attend & execute hisQrders. And for thisReafon,
they are called miniftringSpirits,inkleb.1.14. And
he fends {them forth, not only o minifter for them
who (hall beHeirs ofSalvation, but he makes greattife
of them 1n theAdminiftration of the Kingdom of
Providence. For we frequently read in Scrip-
ture, of their immediate Agency in many of the
great Events of Time; and particularly in {fome
of the moft remarkable Difpenfations of his Ju- -
ftice and Grace to the World of Mankind.

And as the Angels of Light, {o the Powers of
Darknels, or the evil Angels, are abfolutely un-
der the Deminion of Chrift. They are indeed

o | | the
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the: moft: powerful and implacable Enemies he
has to deal with. But however, as our greatRe-
deemer is the Angel fpoken of in Rev. 20. 1.
1550 has the key of the bottomle(sPst, and a great Chain
in bir Hand, He either permits or feftrains them:
at his.Pleafure. And when, at any time, hegives
them ledve :to exert their Power, and vent their
Rage -and Malice, he over-rules them and therr
Adtons, fo as to accomplifh the great Ends. of
his own Government, contrary to their own In-
cltnation and Endeavour ; as when he made them
to confels himto be the Son of God. ¥, and to be
the deans of bis. Death ||, whereby the Kingdom
and Works of the Dévil were to be deftroyed :
For upon this greatEvent we read, in Col. 2. 15,
Qf &is fpoiling Principalities and Powers, and making
a fhew of them openly,triumphing over them in bisCrofs.
And having faid this concerning the Dominion
of- Chrift over the Angels both good and bad.

I come to {ay, -
* (2).Jelus Chrift exercifeth the {ame {overeign

Potver and Auchority over the whole World of
Mankind ; and rules and governs them, and all
their Affairs, boch publick and private, accor-
ding to his Will. TFor we read inthe 28th Verle
of the 22d Plalm, which 1s a plain Prophely
concerning Chrift, That the Kingdom is the
LORD's, and he is Governosr among the Nations.

-And in Confequence of this, He Forms the
States &Empires of theWorld, & enlargeth,or di-
minitheth, or dafheththem to Pieces again, as he
fees fic. This Power he claims to himfelf 1n the

18th Chapter of the Prophecies of Feremiab ; and

*Loke 4 41, || Joha 13, 7. |
| {ays
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fays particulatly:in the 6th Ver{e, Bekold, g5 the
Clay is in the Posters Hand, fo are yein my Hand, Q
Houfe of Irael,’ - And as he Forms the Kingdoms
of the Earth, by his fovereign Power ; fo he
gives the Domjnion over them to whom he plea-
{eth: He pulls-down one.and fets up anocher,
witheut giving any Account of his Condu&.
And agreeably we read, in Dan.. 2. 21. He chan-
geth the Times and the Seafons: heremoveth Kings qud
fetteth up Kings 2 he givesh Wildow unto the Wife,
and Knowledge to thom that know Underffanding.

~And in thig Rart. of his Admimftration, he g-
ver-ruleth the grandAffairs of Empires & States,
{oas beft to fubferve the great End of his media-
corial Kingdom.. A very remarkable Inftance of
this we have,; in his Enlarging the Borders of
the Roman Empire, and eftablifhing Peace in aff
the Parts of 1t, about the time when be £4U¢ ont
the evangelical Law from Zion, and fenc forth his
Ambafladors to publifh the glad Tidings of Sal-
vation in all ‘Parts-ob :the; Karth : For by this
means, tf;c Apoftles of our Lord, had the greateft
Advantage to Travel from one Place to another,
to preach the everlafting. Gofpel to “every Cregture *,
agreeable to the Commiflion they had receiv’d

a LI | 1

for this Purpofe.

And as the more publick, {o the more private
Affairs of Mankind, - are under the Government
and Dire&ion of our Lord Jelus Chrift. For he
is perfe@ly acquainted with every individual
Perfon inthe World ; and ‘knows all that be-
longs to him. Yea, ke fearcheth the very Hearts of

® Matth, 18, 19, 20, Mark 16, 15, ,
ST o ths
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the Childven of Men; and turns them which- Way [o-

ever be pleafeth, even as the Rivers of Water are tur-
ned .. And hence it is he makes the Godly to
be bis willing People in the Day of his Power, Pfal.
110, 3. -And direéts the Counfels and A&ions
of the wicked, even-contrary to théir own In-
tentions, {o as to accomplifh his . own moft glo-
riotis Defigns: as we may fee 1n the Inftance of
the King of 4ffyriafpoken of in the 1oth Chaprer
oflfaiah. For his privateDefign was plainly o de-
[troy and to cut off Nations not-a few,Verle-7 : but-our
fovereign Lord over-ruled him and his Manage-
ments, {0 as only to correff and reform a dégene-
rate People ; as we find in the following Coi-
text. - And thus I have confidered the Dominion
of Chrift; as it 1s exercifed over all Things; and
more efpecially over Angels'andMen; both good
afid bad. Andnow there remains buc one thing
more to be fpoken to under this-Head. And
chis 1s, +

2. Jefus Chrift will finally Judge the World,
and reward every reafonable Creature according
to his Deeds. This 1s aflerted and confirmed to
us from the Mouth of our -Saviour “himfelf, in
John 5. 22, 23.- The Father judgeth no Man, 1. e. he
judgeth no Manimmediately in-his own Perfon ;
but hath committed all fudgment to the Son : and for
this weighty Realon, Toat all Men [hould bononr-
the Son, even asthe Father. And of this we have
a furcher Teftimony 10 A&s 17. gr.-where we
are told, That the Father bath apyointed a Day, in the
which he judge theWorld in Righteoufnefs, by that Man
whom he hatb ordained : whereof he hath given An-

—

{ Rev. 2. 23, Prov. 1t. 1;
| rance
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rance unto all Men, in that be bath raifed hivs from the

dead. And therefore,at the appointedDay8&:Hour,
which is known only in the fecret Councils of

Heaven, JelusChrift will defcend fromHeaven, in
all thePomp &Glory that becomes thishighOffice,
and the greatQccafion ; and as we are aflured, in
Rom. 2.6, & onwards, He will render to every Man ac-
cording to hisDeeds : Totheu who by patientContinnance
in well doing, feek for Glory, and Honour, and Immor-
tality 5 eternal Life: But to them that are Contentious,

and do not obey 1he Truth, but obey Unrighteoufnefs ;
Ir;d::gnatfan and Wrath, Tribulation and .A?JgufﬂJJ upon
every Soul of Man that doeth Evil ; of the “few Jirft,

and alfo of the Gentile.

And with this A& of judging theWorld, Chrift
will conclude his Adminiftrations in the media-
tor1al Kingdom, properly {o called. For pre-
fently upon this, we read of bis delivering up the
Kingdom toGod, even the Father. Asin 1 Cor.ig.24.

And thus I have confidered the more general
and comprehenfive Aé&s of Chrifl’s regal Autho-

rity.  And now,

Secondly, The next Thing in order, is, to {ay
{fomething concerning the Properties of Chrift’s
Kingdom and Government, And here 1 have
Time only to name the Particulars that deferve
a more large and diftin& Confideration.  As for

Inftance,
This Government of Chrift 1s univerfal, and

knows no Bounds within the Compafs of God’s
Creatton. This is evident frum what has been
faid already. And cherefore the Kingdom of
Chrift 1s {awd o 7ule cver all, in Pfal. 10 19, And

he him{elf is called, LORD of 4ll,in A&s 10. 36.
| Again,

-
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Again, This Government of Chrift 1s admini-
ftred with irrefiffable Power ; or in fuch a Man-
ner, as effeCually to bring to pals all the Coun-
{els of Heaven thatare concerned in it,  For as
all Power 1n Heaven and Earth 1s given to him,
we may fitly apply thefe Words to him, in Dan.
4. 35- He does according to his Will in the Army of
Heaven, and among toe Inhabitants of the Earth : and
noe can [fay bis Hand, or (ay to him, What docff

how ¢

But however, This Government 1s conduéted
by the wmoft confummmate Wifdvm. For as infinite
Wildom [aid the Defign, and form’d the Model
~ ef it; {o our Lord Jefus Chritt, in his Admini-

ftration, makes ufe of thofe Laws, Means and
Inftruments, which are every Way fitted, in the
belt Manner, to anfwer the glorious Intentions
of his Kingdom And with an Eye to this (I
doubt not) he 1s called, rhe only wife God our Sa-

vioyr, 10 fude, Verfe 251h,

Moreover, This Government of Chrift is ad-
miniftred according to the firidteft Rules of Fa-
frice and Righteoufne(s. Hencg it is faid in the 7th
Verle of the Context, ro be ordered and effablifbed
with fudgment and with Faffice. And this is
confirmed in Pfal. 89. 4. where Yuftice and Fud-
ment are {aid o be the Habitation, or the very Bafs,
of Chriff's Throne. And, in Pfal 45+ 6. The Sceptre
of bis Kingdom is aright Sceptre.

And to this I fhall add, The Adminiftrations
of Chrift’s Kingdom are tempered with infinite
Goodiefs, Grace and Mercy. Fortho', as I {aid but
now, fuftice and Judgment are the Habitation
of his Throne ; yet, his Throne 15 alfo called, «-

:  Throne
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Throne of Grace, 1nHeb. 4. 16.  And accordingly,
He 1s moft m:ld and gracious in the prefent Ex-
ercife of his Government: in extending Patience
and Long-fuftering towards his Enemies : in do-
1ng Good to all; yea, even to the unkind and
unthankful : 1n declaring his Readinefs to be
reconciled to Sinners upon their Submiffion to
him : and to opening all the Treafures of Grace
and Goodnefs to his willing and obedient People.
And upon thefe accounrs, he 1s call'd Prince of
Peace, 1n our Context,

And now, finally, This Kingdom of our Lord
Jelus Chrift is an everlaping Kingdom. For {o it
1s {atd to be, in the Verle following the Text.
Of the Increafe of his Government and Peace there [hall
be no Lnd, upon the Throne of David, and upon bis
Kingdom, to order it, and to effablifh it with Fudg-
ment and with Fuftice, from henceforth even for ever.
Aund agreeable to this are thofe Words 1n Pfal.
45. 6. Thy Threme, O Ged, is for ever and ever.  In-
deed, the Time 1s haftning, when an End will be
put to the prefent Method of Chrift’'s Admini-
ftratton 1n his Kingdom. For when the whole
Number of God’s ele& Ones fhall be effeétually
called and compleatly faved ; which 1s the {pe-
cialDefign of the prefent Adminiftration ; Chrift
will then (asI obferv’d before) deliver up the King-
> dom to God, even the Father 1, 1. e. He will refign
the more immediate Government into the Hands
of the GODHEAD : But however, the happy
Effe&ts of this Government will {till abide ; and

the Glory buth of the REDEEMER and RE-
DEEMED continue for cver and cver. |

w

¥ 1 Cor. 135, 24.
4 C 2 And
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And thus I have given you {ome account of

the Natare of Chrift’'s Kingdom, in the Aés and
Propercies of it : which was the fecond general

Heall propofed to confider.  And now,

1II. The next Thing in order, 1s to {how, how
Jefus Chrift, God-Man, came to be weffed with
this fovereign Power and Dominton over all

Things:

And, 1na Word: It was by the {pecial Will
and Appointment of the Father. For Chrift did
not take to himfelf this great Power without
Leave trom the Father ; nor without his imme-:
diate Defignation to the Office.  For 1t was a-
greed between God the Father, and God the Sow,
1n the Covenant of Redemption, That in Cafe
the Son would undertake the Work of Man's Re-
demptron, the Farber would make him Abis Firff-
born, bigher than the Kings of the Earth. Sec Pfal.
89 27. And accordingly the Government, 1n
the Text, 1s {aid to be laid upon his Sleulder, and
not atfumed by him. And again, the [ather,
{peaking of this Exaleation of Chrift, fays m Pfal.
2. 6. Thave fer) 1. e. 1 haveappoinied, railed up,
and crowned, my King, upen my baly Hill of Zion.

And there appears to have been thele two
Realons more efpecially, why this glorious Dig-
nity was conferred by the Father upon his Son

Jefus Chrift,

1. The firlt was, to Reward his great Humilia-
tisn, Suffering and Death, 1n the mediatorial Un-
dertaking. Forthis Undertaking was a free and
voluntary Aét in the Son of God. It was what

he was under no Obligations to <ater upon, any
farcher
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farther than his own Will inclined and difpofed
him. And therefore fince he was -pleafed, in
conformity to his Father’s Will, and inConjunc-
tion with 1t, to undertake an Affair that requi-
red the greatelt Abafement in him{elf, and would,
in the iflue, bring the higheft poffible Honour to God ;
God the Father decreed and promifed this Do-
minion to his Sen: and in Confequence of thefe,
has conferr’d the higheft Honour upon him, as
the Reward of his Undertaking. Of this the
Apoftle gives us a large and diftinét Account, in
Phil. 2. ¢, and onwards, Let this fame Mind be in

you, which was in Chrift Fefus : who being in the
Form of God, thought it mo Robbery to be Equal with

God : But made bimﬁ:lf 0f 70 prﬁtﬂﬁm, and took
upon bim the Form of a Servant, and was made in the

Likcne(s of Men : And being found in Fafhion as a
Man, be humbled himfelf, and became obedient unto

Death, even the Death of the Crofs. Wherefore God
alfo hath bighly exalted bim, and given him a Name,
which is above every Name: That at the Name of

Fefus, every Knee (hould bow, of Things in Heaven,
and Things in earth, and Things under the Earth: And
that every Tongue (hould confefi, that Chriff is Lord,
to the Glory of God the Father. .

2. Another {pecial Reafon why this Dignity
was conferred upon Jefus Chrift, was, That he
might be qualified to accomplifh the great Bufi-
nels of his mediatorial Undertaking. For the
Work of Man’s Redemption was of chat Nature
and Importance, and the Difficulties attending 1t
fo great, that 1t appears abfolutely neceflary
that he, who fhould undertake the Work, {hould
be vefted with a fovereign Power and Dominion
over all Things ; a Power to overcome all Op-

pofition, and to over-rule all Events, {o as to
| - | Effec
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cffe& the great End gropofed. And, for this
Reafon, we are told, 1n.Cpl: 1. 19. It hath pleaftd
the Father, that in bim (bould all Fyluefs dwell, 1. e.
a fulnels of Power and Authority, aswell as 2
falnefs of Grace and Merit.  And by this means,
Chrift 1s faid to be mighty to fgue, 1n Ifa. 63. 1.
And able to fuve to the uttermoff, all that come 10 God
by bim, as 1o Heb. 7. 25.  And this leads us to
the next general Fead 10 the Method propofed.

And this 1s,

1V. To give a fhort Account of the great End
of Chrift’s Governmept and Kingdom,

For, as every well conflituted Government
has fome noble End in View ; a publick Good,
that 1s conftantly aim’d at, in all the faithful Ad-
miniftracions of it: fo theKingdom ofChrift,be-
jng the Refult of infinite Witdom, the bigheff and
baft End of of, muft neceflarily be propofed in ic.
And this can be nothing lefs than the Manifeffa-
tion of theGlory of God. For this 1s the declaredEnd
of alt the Works of God, 1n Creation, Providence
and Redemption. And in partcular, 1t evident-
by appears to be the great End our blefled Saviour
had 1n View, in the whole of his mediatorial
Undertaking. To be fure, it is what he had a
principal Regard to in coming into the World :
and therefore we have that Authem of Praife,
fupg by a Multitude of the heavenly Hoft, ar his
Incarnation and Birth, Luke 2. 14. Glory o God
i1 the Highe[t, and on Earth Peace, gosd-will towards
Men,  Agatn, it 1s what his Eye was chiefly fixt
on, in all that hedid and fuftered on Earth : and
theretore, upon his leaving the World, he made
thag moft comfortableAppeal to his Father, John
17 4. 1 hawe glorificd thee on Earth : I have finifbed
1:5:3 W’qrﬁ' swehich thou grfweﬁ e to do, Alld COI‘I{Q--

~ quently,

!
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quently, when he Had entirely paft through his
State of Humiliation and Suffering ; and, in a
State of Exaltation, had all Power 1n Heaven and

Earth commirted 0 him, he neceflarily kepr the
fame great End 1n View.

And accordingly we have a moft glorious dif=
play of the divine Perfeétions in the Reign of
our Redeemer: They all fhine with an infinite
Brightnefs, in the Adminiftrations of his Govern-

qicnt.

But as I have not Time to illuftrate this in all
the Particulars, 1 fhall; on this Occafion, only
name the infinite Mercy andj‘uﬂ:ce of God whlch
appear with a diftinguifhing Glory in the Reign
of our Lord Je(us Chrd’t For when, on the one
Hand we confider Chrift as Head over all Things
to the Church, as in Eph. 1. 22; we have the moft
ravithing Difcoveries of the.infinite Grace and
Mercy of God,and of all other divinePerfe&ions,
that are more neaily related to them ; not only
in Chrift’s gathering a People to himfelf out of
the World, but in his continual Care to defend
them atram{’c all.the Power and Rage of Earth
and Héll which are 1n Combindtion againit
them ; to affift them in all their Duties ; to fup-
ply all their Wants; to fupport them under all
their Weaknefles ; to comfort them under all
their Sorrows ; to carry on and perfect his own
Work 111 them arid to condud them, at length,
fafe inco the immediate Prefence and EI‘IJO ment
of God ; where Grace, Grace, will be the Subje&
of everla[’cmn‘ Songs of Praife : So, on the
other Hand, ‘when we confider Chrift as Lord of
all, and exemnfr his Power over his Enemies ;

Here we have the moft awlul Manifeftations of
T infinite
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infinite Holinefs, Juftice and Righteoufnefs ; in
the Judgments which he frequently executeth on
Earth againft Sin and Sinners ; in the Reftraint
he continually lays upon his implacableEnemies ;
in the Frowns of his Indignation which they are
pecpetually under ; and 1n pouring out all the
Vials of divine Wrath upon them 1n the World
to come. And upon thefe Accounts, the Apoftle
gives us to underftand, in the forecited Phil, 2.
x1. That, fict or laft, Every Tengue fhall confefs,

that Fefus Chriff is Lord, to the Glory of God the Fa-
ther,

And this brings me now, :
V. In the fifth and Iaft Place, To apply the pre-
ceeding Difcourfe, to the Honour of the Lord

Jetus Chrift, and our own Infiraction,

And here,

x. From what we have heard we may reafo-
nably infer the eternal Power and God-head of our
blefled Redeemer. For, though theGovernment
under Confideration, was comsmitted to him, as
we have {aid, by a particular Difpenfation from
the Father ; yet, fuch is the Nature and Impor-.
tance of it, that it requires nothing lefs than in-
finite Perfe@ions to condud it aright. That 1s
to {ay, There needs the fame infinite Power,
which at firlt created all Things, to uphold and

preferve the World in its Being and Order :

‘There needs infinite Knowledge to underftand
the particular Nature and Circumftances of eve-
ry individual Being, as it falls under his Care :

There needs infimte Wifdom to-guide every
Lhing to its proper End : There needs infinite
Patience to bear the many and repeated Aftronts

that are dajly offered to the Sovereign of the
World ;
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World : and there needs infinite Juftice and
Righteoufnefs ; and, 1n a Word, every divine
Perfe&ion, to judge the World with an exa& and
rightcous Judgment. And therefore, fince the
World 1s thus upheld and ¢overn’d, and will be
thus judged by Chrift, at thelaft Day ; the Con.
{cquence from hence 1s plain and neceflary, That
he is the 1nfinite God in our Nature.

And agreeably, we have thefe Chara&ers of
his Perfon and Office, given to him in our Con-
cext ; fuch as THE MIGHTY GOD, THE
EVERLASTING FATHER, THE PRINCE
OF PEACE ; that, as I oblerv’d before, can't be -
afcribed to any miere Creature, without Blafphe-
my and Nonfenfe. And befides, on the account
of his univerfal Dominion, the infpired Apofile
made no Difficulty to call him, God bleffed for
every, 1n Rom. .9. 5. And, upon further Search,
we find, that {everal of th- incommiunicable At-

tributes of the divine Naware |, are, in Scripture
exprefsly alcribed to our Lord Jefus Chrift.

duch as proper Eternity, Immenfity, Omnipotence,
Omnifcience, and the like ; as I could eafily fhow,
were this a fic Seafon to enlarge vpon the Sub-

ject.

And therefore, by theWay, we may with Pro-
priety enough take Norice of the grofs Contra-
di¢tion and Idolatry, which thole Men, in the
way of their Reafoning and Practice, run thems
{elves into,who deny theDiwvinity of Chrift inthe »
higheft Senfe of the Word ; and yet, at the fame
time, own that all divine Perfe&ions belong to
him, befides Self-Exiftence, abfolute Supremacy and
Independency (which they would have to be the

enly incommunicable Charaéters of the one fu-
D prear
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p}eam God ;) And alfo allow, that divine Ho<
nours are due to Chrift, on the account of his
Dignity and Dominion.

For when they d=ny his Godhead in an abfo-
luce Senle, they, at beft, make him but a dignified
Creature. - And this, in the Nature of Things,
1s to make him but a finite Being; for to {uppoie
an infinite Creature, is an infinite Abfurdary.

And again, When they confefs that all divine:
Perfections befides thofe abovementioned, belong
to our Lord JefusChrift ; and confequently, that
Lteruity, Ommnipotence, Omniprefence, Omuifcience,
and the like, are cruly aferibed to him; this is,
in effect to make him the moft High God. For
this God frequently challenges chele Perfections
as belonging to himfelf alone : and befides, thefe
Perfections do alfo, in the Nature of Things,.
neceflarily {uppofe the Subjedt of them to be
ftrictly and properly infinite ; unlefs we fuppofe,
(than which, I think, pothing can be more ab-
furd) That there is greater and lefs, in proper
Erernicy, Immenfity, Omaipotence, and the like.
And therefore whea we confider, on the one
Hand, what they fay to dercgate from the true
2nd proper Godhead of Chrift ; and, on the o-
ther Hand, what they are forced, fromSerip:ure-
light, to alcribe to him, they make Chnif, in’
onc-and the fame Senfe, to be both finite and in-
finite; which 1s a 4ac Concradiéion.

And befides, if Chrift is not the fupream God,
he cannot be the proper Objedt of divine Wor-
fhip : for God himtelf challenges fuch Worfhip,
as his Propzrty alone, Matth. 4. 10.  And there-
tore, when they are oblig’d to acknowledge fuch -

‘- Worfhip
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Worthip is due to Chrift, and pretend to pay
{fuch Homage to him ; they give the Glory
which 1s due to God alone, to another, contrary
to his exprefs Will in the Cafe, la. 42, 8. And
this is downright Jdeferry.  Nor aqoes it at all
excufe or leflen the Crime, to diftinguifh divine
Worthip, as they frequently do, into Supream
and Subordinate ; fince there 1s no Foundation
for fuch a Diftin&ion to be met with in the : {a«
cred Scriptures.  And therefore to conclunde this
Head, Lec us devoutly acknowledge the Lord Fefus
Chrift,to be the only true Godyand onr Godyand fo wor-

fhip and glovify him accordingly.

II. We fhould hence learn to eye and adore
theSovereignty of Chrift, in all the Dipenfacions
of Providence and Grace that we meet with.
For as he has the Superintendency of all Things.
1 Heaven and Earth ; and does particularly o-
ver-rule and direct the grand Aftairs of Ring-
doms and Provinces here below, according to
his Will and Pleafure ; we are certainly bound
to eye the Hand of his Providence 1n all the
Times and Seafons that pafs over us. And 1fwe
religioufly attend this Duty, we fhall {oon find,
that we owe as much to the {pecial Providence
and Grace of our Lord Jefus Chrifl, as any one
People under Heaven:

- For when we confider the many and great
Things he has done for us ; fome of which we
have fecn with our Eyes, and many more which
our Fathers have told us of ; and, parricularly,
how he at firft bro’t our Predeceflors o this.
Wildernefs, and bear them hither as uponEagles
Wings s how he fupported them under the many
Dangers and ‘Hardfhips of a Wildernels State ;

D2 how
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how he drove out the Heathen before them, and
gave them a fure Footing in the Land ; and at
length turn’d an howlingWildernels into a fruit-
ful Field, as we fee at this Day.  And when we
further confider the many invaluable Privileges,
both civil and religious, wherewith we have ali
along been favoured and diftinguifhed among the
Britifhh Colonies : precious Privileges, {ecured to
us under the Sanétion of a Royal Charter, and
peaceably enjoy’d under the Prote&ion of our
lawful and rightful King GEORGE 1I. who, a-
mong innumerable Inftances of his paternalCare
for the Welfare of his Subjeés ingeneral, has, by
a d (tinguifhing A& of Grace, fili’d up the feveral
Pofts of Honour and Government, referved to
himfelf by the Royal Charter, from among the
sons of our People ; who are therefore, under
the {trongeft Ties in Nature, of Intereft and Af-
fection, to feek our Peace and Profperity : If{ay,
when we confider thefe things in ecneral, we
fhall fcarce find any Pcople in the World, that
owe more than we do, to the governing Provi-
dence and Grace of our Lord Jefus Chnt.

But, upon this Occafion, T can’t forbear to be
more particular.an one Article, wherein the Ho-
nour of our dear Lord Jefus Chrift is moft rearly
concerned, and whereby our Obligations to him
are heightned to that Degree, that, I verily be-
lieve, no one People in the World were ever
under greater, to make the beft Beturns of Praife
and Obedience to bim. . And this is with refpe&
;0 our religions Privileges, which I hinted at be-
ore. . | S

Yor, asChrift, in taking the Government of the
World upon him, had a peculiar Bye to hisKing-
| o  dom

- i - L)
-
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dom of Grace which he was to fet up init ; fo
his-grand Defign in forming and eftablifhing this
People at firft, appears evidently to have been,
That he might fet up his Gofpel Kingdom in
thefe Parts of the World, in thePurity andPower
of it ; and therein receive the moft explicic and
practical Acknowledgments of Himlelf in his
kingly Rule and Government,

And accordingly he firt 1nfpired our Fore-Fa-
thers with the pureft Sentiments, concerning the

Nature of the Gofpel Kingdom, and of HisSove-
reigney alone in it ; and enabled them to bear a

faichful Teftimony to this glorions Truth in
their native Land.

And when, in the Coutfe of his Providence,
he ordered the Matter {o as to tranfplant and e-
{tablifh them here ; he immediately zook Poffeffior
of thefe Ends of the Earth for bimfelf, He {et up
Gofpel Churches in the Land : Churches pure
in their Doétrine, Worfhip and Difcipline ; and
in the Confittution of them, the freeft, I am per-

{waded, of any in the World, from thofe Mix-
- tures of human Invention, which have been fo

|

| ——

great a Stain upon moft of the Churches of the

| Reformation.

And as he thus planted, {o he illuminated

| thele Churches at firft, with Paftors after bis cwas

Heart.  And having early put 1t into the Hearts
of our Fathers, to ere€t a School for the Prophets ;

{ he bas from thence granted a rich Supply of fuch

{ Defence1n the cival Adminiftracion,

- [
i “‘L—.

Paftors from Time to Time, befides a confidera-
ble Number that have been our chief Glory and

And
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" And agreeably we have all along had many fig-
nal Tokens of Chrift’s promifed Prefence with
us. He has accompanied the Means of Grace
we enjoy, with the converting and {anéuifying
{nfluences of his Holy Spirit . and many have been
1he Sous aud Daughters born to God, 1n moft of the
Aflemblies of our Ziew.  And tho’ there has been
a vifible, and growing Declenfion in theie Chur-
ches, which has oft-times been obferv'd and be-
wail'd; yet our compaflionate Redeemer has at
Times remarkably revived his own Work, here and
there, among us.  And not long fince, he made
a moit furprizing Difplay ot his free and {ove-
reign Grace in {ome Parts of the Land, in con-
verting, or reforming, whole Gongregations and
Towns almoft, in afew Months fpace, by the im-
mediate Influences of his Spirit, {ucceeding the
Means of Grace, without any awakening Provi-
dence to excite thereunto . And as we flifl
hope and pray, that this may be only the ficft
Fruits of a larger Harvelt to come; {o allOrders
and Degrees among us, are upon this, and all the
Accounts abovementioned, under infinite Obli-
gacions to pay all poffible Honours to our great
Redeemer, as the King, which the Faiber has fet 1p-
on his boly Hill of Ziton. And agreeably, I come
now, in the following Ufes, to apply the Subject
to the {everal Orders among us,

And therefore,
1. Is the Government of the World commit-

ted 1nto the Hands of cur Lord Jefus Chrift?
then all the Rulers oi the Earth, are to be con-

-y,

e I R A—

1 See the Rev, Mr. Edward’s feithful Narrative, ec. lately
publithed in London, by Dx, Fatts and Dr, Guyfe.
fidered
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fidered as the Subje&s of Chrift ; and, as far as
he has made himfelf known to them, they are
exprefsly bound to honour him in all cheir Ad-

miniftrations.

For, as Chrift is Lord of all, he keeps the Reins
of Government in his own Hands ; and difpofech
of States and Rulers according to his own {ove-
reign Will and Pleafure. And therefore he has
given to none of the Princes of the Earth 5 no,
not to the greateft of them, a Power to aé& their
own Will, in an arbitrary and defpotic Manner ;
or to make their own Will their onlyRulein the
Exercife of thatPower committed to them : Bug,
1n all cheir Adminiftrations, he requires they
{hould have a ftri& Regard to {uch Laws, as he
has made known to them, eitl.er by Providence

or (3race,

And if fuch as we ufually call fovereign Prin-
ces on Earch, owe this Subje&tion to Chrift, as
abfojute Lord of Heaven and Earth ; all fubor-
dinate Rulers and Judges in a State, are, doubt-
lefs, under as great Obligations to yield an en-
tire Subje&ion to the Laws of Chrift, 1n cheir
Adminiftrations of Juftice and Judgment among
the People : Nor will the Pretenceof Obedience .
to the Laws or Inftructions of the higher Fowers
excufe them, or any elfe, in breaking in upon the
known Rights of Mankind, or tranfgrefling any
of the Laws of Nature or Revelation, when there
happéns 1o be an Inconfiftency between them, as
{ometimes there has been, thro’ the Weakne(s or -
Wickednels of Men in Power: But, mn this Cale,
the known Rule, by which the Apoftles of our
Lord govern’d and juftified themielves, 1s to take
Place, Ads . 29. We ought to obey God rather than
8en, It
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It is therefore the Duty and Intereft of all i

Authority among Men, whether {fupream or fub-
ordinate, to eye the Lord Jelus Chrift as {ove-
reien Lord of all ; to fet his Laws before them,
as the generalRule of therrAdmintiftrations ; and,
4s near as they can, to imitate him 1n all thole
moral Perfe&ions, which fhine {o glorioufly 1n
the Adminiftrations of his Government. -

- And now, may it pleafe your EXCELLENCY,

with the honourable Board of Counfellors, the ho-
nourable Houfe of Reprefentatives, and all that

fuftain any Pofts of Honour and Service mn the
Government : You fee, my honoured Fathers,

whafe you are, and whom you onght principally 1o
ferve. |

The Lord Jefus Chrift, as Sovereign of the
World, has placed you, under our gracious King
GCEORGE on the Throne of Great Britain, at the
Head of Affairs in this Province : you therefore
owe the higheft Honour and Allegiance to Him.

And to exprefs this Loyalty to the King of Ksngs,
you muft not only make that perfonalDedication
of your felves toHim & hisService,which equally
concerns all Mankind ; but you muft, with the
greateft Diligence andFidelity, apply your felves
to the fpecial Duties of your refpeétive Statzomns,

in che Service of your King and Country.

“7And here, fince our blefled Lord Jefus Chrift
~ has fet up bis Kingdom of Grace among this Peo-
ple, as I obierved before ; and has given you,
not only the Laws of Nature, buc the Light of
divine Revelation, to guide you int all your Ad-

miniftrasions ; you ought furely, as chriftian
J” Rulers,



Rulers, to.be chiefly concerned that this Kings
dom of Chrift may flodrifH inthe Land.

‘And'td this PllI'pOfe_’ you. n'n'lﬁ empl()y 1}?01'11:
{uperiour Power and Talents {o as to make the
civil Adminiftration, in the moft efteétnal Man-

ner, to fubferve the greac End of the Redeemer’s
Kingdom., -

And .this may be done ; not by making and
executing Laws, with a Defign to oblige the
Confciences of Men in Matters of divine Faith
and Worfhip ; for this 1s a Royalty of Chrift, a
Flower in his Crown, which he has referved on-
ly to himfelf ;: But it may be done, by employ-
ing the Sword of Juftice, for the Reftraint and
Punifhment of open Profanene(s, Immorality, Ir-
religion, and the like ; by diftinguifhing the moft
faichful Subjeés of Chrift, with the more pecu-
ltar Smiles of Government ; and by {etting be-
fore che People a bright Example of every chrif=
tian Grace and Virtue, | R

4

 And here I might with Propriety eno’, hdve

gone 1nto a particular Confideration of the State
~ of this People ; and have fhown both the reigtr-
ing, Diftempers of the Land, and -thie Methods
- our honourable Rulers, in sheir feveral Stations,
are to go 1into, in applying the proper Reme-
dies for the Curcof them : ButI find my-{elf pre-
vented, by feveral late exceflent Difcourfes of
this Nature, upon this Occafion ; and have, 1n a
great Meafure, prevented my felf, in one or two’
Difcourf{es publithed heretofore, by theDire&ion
of the honourable Houfe of Reprefentarives. ©

E | ]
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I (hall cherefore,” in this Place, ‘only eathelily
m:r._a all that are immediately - concerned in the
Ll s o this D’i}, That in the Choice of his
A -;-;z. s Cezmeil for the Province, which 1s a fin-
G Qiar \milwze we enjoy, vou would have a
{trict Revard to the Henour of our Lord Jefus
Chnit: and not cnu[e Men to ferve a particular
'T““n e wIen th:t are underffanding in the Times;
to kus what Mrael ought to do ; and Men en-

dow'd with divine Wifdom from Chriff, the won-

derfil Confleller s For thefe are the cnly Men that

can act from the pareft Principles, in the Service
of Ged, their Kiung, and their Countq

umbly Requett, on the behalf of our com-
L rd and Mafter, Thatyou would a¢t from
divine Prmmple And 1t thefe are any

s wanting to fecure the Honour and Intereft
rift’s Rphﬂ'mn among us, that -you would

1
talke th Matccr inio fenous Conﬁdhration

And when you come to aét in General Affem-
511 JI]H

| Az:.d here, {nffer me, with due Defference, to
axnrels Ry prev ailing Fears, that there is fome-
thing of this Nature, ﬂ*reatly wanting on your.

: ‘o orevent the cruel Oppreffion and Inju-
ic:a that has, for a long time, been reigning a-
..... U3, on the account of che uncertain and
::i:{:“a: rgState of curMedium of Trade : forRigh-
i;:::::f'::,.j’} parween Man and Man, 18 Cf‘:rtatnl} an ef-
tential Branch of the Reuﬂion of our blefled Sa-

- 'if:j; iuch threatens cur Ruin; this 1s what
c.upream Lord expedts and requires from you.

But

;'F:ﬂ_rzf*i Hla Lf--{/.-hrms to rEf"ram that FIOOd Of
|

'I "y thing farther may be done by our

!
:
;
i
|
1
|
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But,upon the beflt enquiry I have been able to

make, I find, to your Honour, that we have ¢

si10ff co.ce[lem Pad of Laws, tor the Suppreflion of

~Vice and Immorahty ; and that the grear Thing
~wanting on this Head, 1s 1he due Execution of the

“wholefome Laws in bemg Not that 1 fuppofe
this ts the only thing wanting to cffect a thorow

leformation 1n theLand ; for there is evldent ly,

“1n this refpe&, too great a Backwardnels in.all.
-Orders and. Defrrees among us and even among
“thofe who are ca[led to mmlﬁex i holy Thmg S,
and are Warcamen and Reprovers by Office.

!
1
]

I
I

But as my Bufinels here is with the civil Ma-

giltrate ; may I prevail with the worthy Géntle-
- men in Comm{[ﬁ'aﬁ for thcPeace, to exert themfelves,
“and be zealous in the Caufc of Virtue and good

- Order ; 1n {earching out and punifhing th?

Workers of Iniquity, as the Laws of the' Land
and the Oath ot God you arc under, oblige you ;

for herein you will emincntly ft‘.wu Chuﬂ: thc

"Lord. ‘~

hn'd”fuﬁér”me with great Humilit), on this

; Occaﬁon, to 1ntreat your Excellency in Conjunc-
tion with the honourable Council, folemnly to

——a . A g - _

|
)

renew your Charge to the Judges and other Ma-
giftrates, who immediately receive their Com-
miffion from you ; inthe Words, (orrto the like
Efteét,) that the renowed I\II‘IP‘ Febofbsphar did

- on a like Occafion, as we find, in 2 Chron. 1y.

6, 7. Take beed Qz'bat_}e do : for )cjud'ge ot fordMe,

J

——— ) B = - S B

but for the Lord, who is with you in the 7:::20;;::(:;,.:
Wéemfare 5000, Jet the Fear of the LORD be pon yes,

Le beed and do it + for, there is #o Iniguiry wiih e
LORD our God, nor re[peét of Perfons, ner taking of

Bribess  And whcnyou may finda Neceflity co
E 2 - enlargs
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enlarge the Number of thoie in ‘Commiffion, 1 §
earncftly befeech you, 1n the Name and Fear of §
God, always to have an Eye to that excellent |
Adyvice, which Fethro qnce gave to' Mofés, 1n ¢
Exod 18. 21, 22. Provide out of all the People, able |
Men, [uch as fear God, Men of Truth, hating Cove-
toufnefs: and place fich over them. = And let them
judge the People at alf Seafons. |

oyl T T gl e Py - .

And now, to urge the Advice givento our ho-
nolirable Rulers in their {everal Degrees, 1 fhall
take Leave juft to mention {ome few of the many |
Arguments and Motives, which, with due Confi-
deration, muft have the greateft Influence upon
you. -As for Inftance, o |

L

All the Power you are vefted with, you recei-
ved originally from Chnift, as he is fupreamGover-
nouy amony the Nations. And therefore God him-
{elf, fpeaking of civil Rulers, {ays, in Plal:" 82. 6.
I bave (aid, Ye are Gods, 1. .1 have appointed and
conftituted you Rulers over the People, And
agreeably the Apoftle tells us, 1n Rom, 1 3. 1. 75
Powers that be are ordained of God.” And for this
Reafon, the ciyil Magiftrate is called, the mini-
feer of God, in the 4th Verfe.”  Again, ™"~

In your Advancement 1n the World, the Lord
Jefus Chrift has imparted of his own Honour un-
to you.” And therefore ye are called Geods, by
his fpecial Appointment, in the forecited Pfal.
82. 6. And agreeably he demands from his Peo-
ple a proportionable’ Degree” of Reverence and
Obedience unto you. - For that 1s his fovereign
Wil 1n this Cale, Rom. 13. 2. 'Let every Soul be
fubjctt unto the bigher Powers. = And dgain,in Verfe
7, Render therefore to all their Dues ¢ Tribute to whom

- S . Tribute
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Tribute is due ; Cuffom to whomCuftom, Fear to whom
Fear, Honour to szhom Homewr,  Furthermore,

" As Chrift 18 Lord of 4ll, he keeps the fame
{triét Eye upon you, that he does upon the reft
of Mankind, and critically obferyes and records
all your Tempers, Defigns and Managements in
your Adminiftrations among the People. And
to this Purpofe we read, in Pfal. 82. 2. God ffan-
deth in the Congregation of the Mighty ; he judgeth
ameng the Gods. ' And befides, :

Tho’, for the prefent, you are raifed in-Ho-
nour and Power above your Brethren, yet, your
Breath is in your Noftrils ; and you muft, in a lit-
tle Time, be levelled with the meaneft of the
People, in the Duft of Death. For {o fays the
Lord himfelf, the Author of your Advancement,
in Plal. 82 6, 7. I have (aid, Ye are Gods : and all
of you Children of the mofft High., But ye(hall die like
Men, and fall like one of the Princes. - And here I
can’t but take Notice, with Grief and Sorrow, of
the late convincing Proof of this, in the Death
of that honourable Perfon {, who, for many
Years paft, and 1n divers Stations, has been a
great Honour and Blefling to his Country, inithe
Wifdom, Prudence, Piety and Steadinefs, that
ever appeared 1n the Share he once had 1n the
publick Adminiftrations ; and whom God has
taken from us 1n the Heighet of his Service for
the Country. This {ad Inftance, 1 doubt nor,
my honoured Fathers, has given you a lively

‘1' The Hon. Edmind Quiney, Efg; who died of the Small-
Pox in Londen, in an Agency for the Province, to ths
Court of Grear Brirain, on a yery important Occui;;_n.
A ~ T View
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Viéw of your own Martality. .- And as you mufl
thus die like other Men, your.Glory wwill not defcend
into the Duft after you. Ner will there any fur-
ther Notice be taken of you' o Earth, than on-
Iy, either tograce your Memory with Praile, in
cafe you now approve your felves Fathers-and
Benefadrors -to your Country’;, or, to load your
Names with Infamy, ifiyou.fhould prove (which
God forbid). to be the Opprefiors of the People.
Birt this-Conﬁdcrationi tho” great in it felf, 1s

but of litcle Weight in\compare with the follow-
ing one. For, Y |

e
: fr_,

. In the laft Place, As Chrift will judge Angels
and Men at.the great Day, ‘he. will particularly
¢all all the Rulers.of the Earthto an Account for
cheir Adminiftfacions in this. World. And as
their Talents and Betruftments: hiere are greatey
than others 3 fo (no doubr) will be the Terror or
Comfort of their futare great Account. And a-
greeably, we read concerning fuch Kings and
Rulers, who-fet themfelves againft the Lord, and a-
gainft bis ‘anointed ; and proye themfelves: the
Plagues of Mankind, whilethey:have any Power
inn their Hands: That -Chrift will  at lalt -break
them with a' Rod of Iron,” and dafhy them in Pieces like
a Forters ‘VQEA {fec Pfal. 2. 2, 9. And therefore,
n0t*0n2ﬁ‘t e.mean Men,-but even the Mighy,
who bid-Defiahce .to Heaven,. when they :fhall
fae Chriff appéar [rom Heaen, in flaming Fire, to
take Vengeance o his Adwverfaries 3 will hide - thens-
[elves in the -Dens -and in the Rocks of the Mountiaips.
And [ay 10 the Meuwtains and; Hills, ¥all on us,
and bide us from the Face of him' that (itteth on
the Throne, and’ from the Wiith of “the Lamb 2 Tor
the great Day-,.gf‘bis_-Wrﬁ{fﬁ i.f_; cgme H and whe ﬂraff be

able to fland ? as'in Rev, 6, 15, 16, 17. While,
o
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on the-other Hand, thofe Princes and Rulers a<
mong- Men, who, like David, ferve. God and their
Generation, accordmg t0 the Will of God, fhall have
d1ﬁ1ngu1fhmgCrowns of Glory {et on theereads
at the laft Day,and be pccuharFavoumes around
the Throne of Chrift for ever and ever. And
from this Confideration of the final Judgment,
we have that Exhortation to.the.Rulers of the
Earth, with which- I conclude this Head, Pfal.
2. 10, Y1, 12. Be wife now rbercfore O ye ngs ; be
mﬂn,éfed ye Judges; of the Lartb. : Serve the Lord
with Feary and rejoyce; with Tremﬁfmg Kifs the Sons
left be be angry, and ye-perifh from the Way, when bis
Wrath is kindled byt w little : bleffed are all they that
put:their Truft, in-him.. And this leads me to the
aft Head ot Improvcment which is this,

IV Let us. all now fubmit to the Sceptre of
Chrift’s Government, and be chiefly concemed
for the Advancement of his Kingdom and Inte-
reft 1 in the World. B the ngdom of Chrift
here. I intend:his fp1r1tual Kingdom, which 1s the
great End of his- prowdent;al Kingdom. And
this. 1s what we are under infinite Obligations to
{eek the Advancement of ; both on the Account
of. Chrift’s {etring.up. this Kingdom among us ;
and confidering; all"o that the grand Def g1 of
our Fore- Fath&rs in’ coming hither, was to aflert
and maintain His Supremacy alone in this King-
dom. . .And now; that we may, 1n the moft effec-
tual: Manner, an{wer the juft Expeétations of our

blefied Lord: and: Saviout.concerning us ; I fhall
juft Hint at 2 few’ .Llungs and conclude the Dif-

courfc

T. Let it be the ﬁrﬁ and great Concern of e-

Very one, thae this . Kingdom: of. Chnft may{be
et



38 i Eleflion-SER MO N>

(et up and flourifhin his ownHeart.” And there-
fore, where the Foundations of this Kingdom
have not been laid already in any Heart ; let the
miferable Sinner, with a diligent Ufe of all the
otlier Means of Converfion, be earneft in his
Supplications, that the almighty Spirit of ourRe-
deemer, woir'd; 1n the Way of free and fovereign
Grace, conquer the reigning Enmuty within, and
give bim anew Heart, and a newSpirit.  And where
Chrift has done this already ; let the happy Soul
rejoyce in'God his Saviour, and, in the Exercife
of a lively- Faith, pray continually for the quick-
ning, fanéifying and comforting ‘Influences of
the ever blefled Spirit of Grace; for hereby we
{hall all readily bow to the Sceptre of Chrift, and
become his willing and obedient People, - and
know in happy Experience, what that Kingdom
of God means, which confiffs in Righteonfuefs, Veace
aud Foy inthe Holy Ghoft. Upon this, a

- 2. Let us-confefs and bewatl the great Oppo-
fition which the Kingdom of Chrift meets with
18 the World, -and more efpecially among our
felves, - For-after all the fpiritnal Light and Pri-
vileges, wheréwith Chrift has diftingnifhed this
Land and People, he has a multitude of open
and fecretEnemies among us. ‘There are a greac
many here and there, who lead fuch loofe and
debauch’d, -fuch profane and irreligious Lives;
that they proclaim to all the World, that they
will not that Chrift thould reign over them.
Again, Among thofe who profefs a Subje&ion
to Chrift, and have taken to themfelves a Form
of Religion, have we not reafon to fear,- from’
the prevailing Deadnels and Culdnefs of Profel-
{fors, and their Backwardnefs to every good
Work : and from thetr Readinefs to drink in the
e T 77 7 Poifon
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Poifon of Error, and upon any light 'I__‘t':_mptatior;
to forfake the pure fcriptural Worfhip of thefe

Churches ; which,no doubt, 1s obferved & refen.’
ted by .our Saviour as a very great Apoftacy from
him;and more efpecially in any of theChildren of
NewEngland;1 fay,when we confiderthefeThings;’

have we not reafon to fear that a very great Pro-

portion of vifible Profeflors, are utter Strangers:
to alk vital Religion ; and fo, whatever their

outward Profeffion may be, they are Enemies in
Heart to Chrift and his Religion ? And Befides,
when the very beft of Men look into'their own
Hearts, they {oon find a great deal of Oppofition
to the/ Work of Grace there, from the Workings
of that inbred Enmity againft God, and his holy
Laws, which all Mankind bring into'the World
with them. And therefore in our concern for
the Advancement of Chrift’s {piritual Kingdom,
thefe, and the like Things, are greatly to “be la-
mented by the People of God. Again;,

7. Let us earpeftly pray for the Enlargement
and Profperity of Chrift’sKingdom in the Power
and Glory .of 1t 1 That his. Kingdom may come, and
histVill be done inEarth, as it is in Heaven: ' Andto
this end, That-the Lord would make bear his
haoly Armin the Eyes of all the Nations, that
all the Ends of the Earth may fee the Salvation
of our God: ;That where the Name of Chrift 1s
known, his"Scepere may.be umverfally bowed
down unto : and efpecially our own Nation and
Land |

And fince God has given us a Proteftant King
onthe Britifh Throne, with the hopeful Profpect
of a'long Succeffion of {fuch. Princes 1 the iflu-

ftriousHoufe of Hanover ; for which we owethe

moft grateful Acknowledgements to Ileaven;
R T e
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Let.us pray, That the Days of our King may be
many, and his Reign profperous ; Téar the Honour
of Chriff, by whom Kings Reign, and Princes decree
“Fufbice, may be ever near his Fleare. And efpe-
cially let us go onto pray,that the moft affiictive
Difpenfation of Providence, in the Death of our
late incomparable and gracions Queen Caro-
vine, (whofé Death has been as heartily rand u-
niverfally lamented in this Province, as in any
Part of his Majefty’s Domifiions) may bé fanéti-
fied to his.Royal Perfon and Houfe; and co the
whole Nation: That his Majefty may be graci-
oufly-fupported under the irreparable Lofs ; and
from this moft affeéting Inftance of the Vanity
of earthly Glory, inthe Height of it, may be a-
bundantly guickned and enlarged to a-faithfnl
Difcharge of that Duty, which the fovereign
Lord of all expe&s from one in his exalted Sta-
tion : That when bhé comes to lay down his
carthly Crown in the Duft, lie may recerve amott
diftinguifhing Crown of never-fading Glory 1n
the World to come." o

Again, Let us pray, that our more immediate
Rulers'may have abundant Meafures-of the -Spi-
rit-granced to them from on high, to fit them, in
their {everal StatjOns, eminently to ferve theLord
Criff, in being e Praift so (uch as do well, and s
Lervor to evil doers, | : . .

Fhat our Minifters, in the Courfe of their
Miniftry, may defire 2o Zwow rothing, fave Fefus
Chrift, and him cincified, and be enabled.to diplay
the lovely Glories of our Redeemer, in their
Lot ine and Converfation, -~ - -

i nat our Churches'may hold faft the Things

:{‘*"Yﬁ'hﬁge I‘SCCix;zed ,;fa:;d by walking ftedfaft i{r;

1€ 24t and Order of th rell.
ks rd of the Gl iy e

That
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That the Means of Grace which we enjoy,
may have thofe divine Influences attending them,

whereby {aving Converfions may be multiplied
among us, and Converts il'd with Righteouf-

nefs.

In a Word, Let us pray for the plentiful Effu-
fions of the ever-bleffed Spirit of Grace, that the
Work of God may appear unto his Servants, and bis
Glery untotheir Children ; and 1hat the Beanty of the
Lord our God may be upon us.  And now,

4. Finally, Let usall, in our {everalPlaces and
Relations, ftudy and endeavour, by divine Affift-
ance, farthfully to difcharge the Duties required
of us 1n the Gofpel of God our Saviour, And
then may we hope to have the Smiles of his Pro-
vidence upon us in all our Affairs, both publick
and private ; and in a little Time to {ee the Ful-
fillment ot that gracious Promife, which (1 doubc
not) has a Reference to thefe Gofpel Days, in
Wa. 44. 2, 2,4, 5, 6. Thus [aith the Lord that made
thee, and formed thee from the Womb, which will help
hee, Fear not, OJacob my Servant, and thou Jefurun,
whons 1 bave chofen.  For I will pourWater upon bim
that is thirfty, and Floods upon the dryGround : 1 will
ponsr sy Spivit upon thySeed, and my Blefing upon thine
Off-fpring : Aud they [hall (pring up as among theGrafs,
as Willows by the Water-Courfes.  One fhall fay, I aus
the LORD’s : and ancther (hall call bimfelf by 1he
Name of Jacob: and another (hall fubferibe with bis
Hand wnto the LORD, and Surname him[elf by the
Name of Urael. Thus faith the LORD the King 0}“
Urael, and his Redeemer the LORD of Hofts, 1am the
firfty and I am the lafty and befiles me there is ne God.

FINIS.
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