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STR,

*’%MKH E great obje& for which I
- xé had the honour to hold an
{e w3y appointment in the fervice of

my country being accom-
plithed, I am now prepuring to refign
it into the hands ot Congrefs, and to
return to that domeftic retirement,
which, it is well known, I ieft with
the greateft reluctance—a retirement,
for which I have never ccaled to figh
through a long and painful abfence,
and in which (remote from the noife
and trouble of the world) I meditate
o pals the remainder of life in a ftate

ot undifturoed repofe.
B Bat
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Bat before I carry this refolution
into cffect, 1 think it a duty incum-
bsnt on me, to make this my laft of-
ficial communication; to congratulate
you on the glorious events which Hea-
ven has been pleafed to produce in
cur tavour, to offer my fentiments
refpe@ing fomsz important fubjells,
which appear to me to be intimately
conne@®ed with the tranquillity of the
United States, to take my leave of
your Excellency as a public charac-
ter, and to give my final blefling to
that country, in whofe fervice I have
fpent the prime of my lite, for whofe
{«ke I have confumed fo many anxious
days and watchful nights, and whofe
happinefs being extremely dear to me,
will always conftitute no inconfider-
able part of my own.

Imprefled with the livelieft fenfibi-
lity cn this pleafing occafion, I will
claim the indulgence of dilating the
more copictfly on the fubjels of our
muwual felicitation.  When we con-
fider the magnitude of the prize we

cone
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contended for, the doubtful nature of
the conteft, and the favourable man-
ner in which it has terminat.d, we
{hall find the greateft poffible reafon
for gratitude and rejoicing. ‘This i
a theme that will afford infinite de-
light to every benevolent and liberal
mind, whether the event in contem-
plation be confidered as the fource of
prefent enjoyment, or the parent of
future happinels; and we fhall have
equal occafion to felicitate ourfelves
on the lot which Providence has af-
figned us, whether we view it in a
natural, a political, or moral point of
iight.

The citizens of America, placed in
the mott enviable condition, as the
{fole iords and prepuietors of a valt
tract of coatinent, comprehending all
the varicus foils and climates ot the
wornid, and abounding with all the
necefluries and conveniences ol hile,
arc now, by the late 1atistaltory paci-
fication, acknowledged to be pofi-fled
el abiolute ircedom and independency.
B 2 Thcy

t
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They are, from this period, to be
confidered as the actors on a moft
confpicuous theatre, which feems to
be peculiarly defignated by Provi-
dence, for the difplay of human great-
nefs and felicity. Here, they are not
only furrounded with every thing
which can contribute to the comple-
tion of private and domeltic enjoy-
ment, but Heaven has crowned all 1ts
other bleflings, by giving a fairer op-
portunity for po]mcal happinefs, than
any other nation has ever been fa-
voured with. Nothing can illuftrate
thefc obfervations more forcibly, than
a recollection of the happy conjunc-
ture of times and circumftances, un-
der which our rcpubhc aﬂ'umed 1ts
rank a: ong the nations.

The foundation of our empire was
not laid in the gloomy age ot igno-
rance and {uperftition, but at an epo-
cha, when the rights of mankind
were becter underftood and more
clearly defined, than at any former
pericd.  ‘the refearches of the bhu-

- man
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an mind after focial happinefs, have
been carried to a great extent; the
treafures of knowledge, acquired by
the labours of philofophers, fages,
and legiflators, thrcugh a long fuc-
ceflion of years, are laid open for our
afe, and their colle¢ted wifdom may
be happily applied in the eftablith-
ment of our torms of government.
T he free cultivaticn of letters, the
unbounded extenfion of commerce,
the progreffive "refinement of man-
ners, the growing liberality of fenti-
ment, and above all, the pure and
benign light of revelation, have had
a mcliorating influence on mankind,
and increafed the blefiings of f{ociety.
At this aufpicious period, the U-
nited States caine into exiftence as a
nation, and f their citizens thould
not be completely free and happy,

the fault will te eatirely their own,
Such s our fitwation, and fuch are
our profpects: but notwithftanding
the cup of blefling is thus reached out
to us; notwithftanding happinefs is
ours,
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ours, if we have a difpofition to fcize
the occalion, snd mak: it our own;
yet it appears to me, thereis an op-
tion ftill lete to the United States of
America, thiat it is in their choice,
and depends upon their conduct, whe-
ther they will be refpectable and prof-
perous, or contemptible and mijera-
ble, as a nation. 1 his is the time of
their pclitical probation ; this is the
moment, when the eyes of the whole
world are turned upon them; this is
the moment to eftablith or ruin thoir
national character for ever; this is
the favourable moment to give tuch a
tone to our federal government, as
will enable it to ani{wer the ends of
its inftitution; or this may be the
ill-fated moment for relaxing the
powers of the union, annihilating the
cement of the confeder:tion, and ex-
pofing us to become the {port of Eu-
ropean politics, wiich may play one
ftate againit another, to prevent their
growing unportance, and to ferve
their own interefted purpofes.

For,
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For, according to the fyftem of
policy the States fhall adopt at this
moment, they will ftand or fall, and
by their confirmation or lapfe, it is
yet to be decided, whether the revo-
lution muft ultimately be confidered
as a bleffing or a curfe; a blefling or
a curfe, not to the prefent age alone,
for with our fate will the deftiny of
unborn millions be involved.

With this convi¢tion of the im-
portance of the prefent crifis, filence
in me wounld be a crime; | will there-
fore fpeak to your Excellency, the
language of freedom and of fincerity
without difguife. 1 am aware, Low-
ever, that thofe who differ from me
in political fentiment, may, perhaps,
remark I am ftepping out of the pro-
per line of my duty; and they may
poffibly afcribe to arrogance or cften-
tation, what I know 1s only the refult
of the pureit intention ; but the rec-
titude of my own heart, which dif-
dains fuch unworthy motives, the
part i have hitherto acted in life, the

deter=
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determination I have formed of not
taking any fhare in public bufinefs
hercafter, the ardent defire I feel and
fhall continue to manifeft, of quietly
enjoying in private life, atter all the
toils of war, the benefits of 2 wife
and liberal government, will, I Aat-
ter myfelf, {fooner or later, convince
my countrymen, that I could have no
finifter views in delivering, with fo
little referve, the opinions contained
in this addrefs.

There arc four things which, I
humbly conceive, are efiential to the
well being, I may even venture ro
fay to the exiftence of the United
States as an independent power.

1. An indiffoluble union of the
States under one federal head.

2d. A facred regard to public juf-
tice.

3d. The adoption of a proper peace
eftablithment. And,

4th. The prevalence of that pacific
and friendly difpofition, among the

people of the United 5tates, which
: will



will induce them to forget their local
prejudices and policies, to make thofe
mutual concetflons which are requi-
fite te the general profperity, and 1n
fome tnftances, to {aerifice their indi-
vidual advantuges to the intereft of
the community.

Thele are the pillars on which the
olorious fabric of our indepzndency
and n:tional charater mutt bte fup-
ported.  Liberty 1s the bafis; and
whoever would dare to fup the foun-
dation, or overturn the firvdture, un-
der whatever (pecious pretexts he may
atternpt 1t, will merit the bittereft
exceratton, and the fevercit punith-
rent which can be iaflicizd by his
Lourod country,

Un the three firlt articles T wall
b a few obfervations, leaving the
f.4r to the ood fenfe and ferious con-
‘tderiiion of thoie 1immediately con-
cernedad.

Vicder the firl huoad, although at
may not be necetl oy oo proper for me
1 tis place, to enter into a particu-

C lar
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Lar difquifition of the principles of

tae union, and to take up the great
qu-flion which has been frequently
agiiated, whether it be expedient and
requifite for the ttates to delegate a
larger properuon ot power to Con-
giefs, or not: yet it will be a part
ot my duty, and th.t of every true
patriot, to aflcrt without referve, and
to wfift upon th: following pofiticns :
That unlets the'States wil: faficr Cn-

arefs to exercife thofe prerogutives,
they are uadoubtedly 1avefted with
by the conftitution, every thmng mett
very rapidly tend to anarchy snd con-

fufion. That 1t s indifpentiile to
the happincfs of the mdividual States,
that there fhould be lodged fone
where, a fupreme p')wcr Lo repninie
and govern dhe gouorad concerns ot
the conf.doraed lci,.;m, without
which the union cannot Le of }o",g
duration., Vet thore moult be )

ful and poiied a,«.,k.‘.:p‘uam;“e cn m::
e, with toe lete pro-
ks of Conarels, or

the
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the moft fatal confequences will en-
{uec. That whatever mefures have a
tendency to diffolve the union, or
contribute to viclate or leffen the {H-
vereign authority, ought to be confi-
dered as hoftile to the hiberty and in-
dependency of Aierica, and the au-
thors of th=zm treated accordingly.
And laftly, That unlets we can be
enabled, by the concurrence of the
States, to participate of the truits of
the revolution, and enjoy the effential
bhenefits of civil (ocicty, under a form
ct governmert o free and uncorrupt-
el, fo Lappily guarded againft the
dungzr of oppreflion, as has been de-
viled and agopted by the artcles of
confederation, 1t will be a fubject of
rocret, thet fo much blood and trea-
flm, ha“ beein levithed for no purpote,
that fo msny faﬁ‘cungw have been en-
counterzd viitheut a compenfation,
and that {0 many facrifices have been
n2Ge in Viiii.

Many other confliderations might
hore be auauced to prove, that with-

VAR ]

“ 2 out,
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out an entire conformity to the {pirit
of the union, we cannot ex:it as an
independent power ; it will be fuffi-
cient for my purpofe to mention but
one or two, which feem to me of the
greateft importance. It isoniy in our
untted charater as an empire, that our
independence 1s acknowledged, that
our power can be regarded, or out
credit fupported among foreign nati-
ons. The treaties of the European
powers with the United States of
America, will have no validity on a
difflolution of the union; we fhail be
left nearly in a ftute of nature, or we
may find, by our own unhappy expe-
rience, that there 1s a natural and ne-
ceflary progrefiion from the extreme
of anarchy to the extreme ot tyranny ;
and that arbitrary power is moit eafily
eftablifhed on the ruine of hiberty ab-
ufed to licentioulnets.,

As to the {econd arsicie, wnich re-
{pelts the pertormance of public jui-
tice, Congrefs have, in their late ad-
drefs to the United dtates, almofl ¢x-

hauticd
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hauted the fubje&; they have ex-
plained their ideas fo fully, and have
enforced the obligations the States are
under, to render complete juftice to
all the public creditors, with fo much
dignity and eneryy, that, in my opi-
nion, no real friend to the honour
and independency of America, can
hefitate a fingle moment refpeing
the propriety of complying with the
juft and honourable meafures pro-
pofed ; if their arguments do not pro-
duce conviction, I know of nothing
that will have greater influence; ef-
pecially when we recollc®, that the
fyftem referred to, being the refult of
the colleed witdom of the continent,
muft be efteemed, if not perfe, cere
tainly the leaft objeCtionable of any
that could be devifed ; and that if it
fthzll not be carried into immediate ex-
ecution, a national bankruptcy, with
all its deplorable confequences, will
take place, before any differept plan
can poffibly be propofed and adopted.
So prefling are the prefent circum-

ftancss |
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ftances!| And fuch is the alternative
now offercd to the States !

The ability of the country to dif-
charge the debts which have been in-
curred 1n its defence, 1s not to be
doubted ; an inclination, I flatter my-
felf, will not be wanting; the path
of our duty is plain before us; ho-
nefty will be found, on every experi-
ment, to be the beft and only true

licy : Let us then, as a nation, be
juft ;5 le* us fulfil the public contradts,
which Congrefs had undoubtedly a
right to make for the purpole of car-
rying on the war, with the fame good
faith we fuppofe ourtelves bouad to
perform our private engarements. In
the mean, Ic¢t an ati=ation to the
cheertul peiformance of their proper
bufinefs 2s individuals, and as mem-
bers of foctety, be earnetlly inculcated
on the citizens ot America; tnen
wiil they ftrengthen the hands of go-
vernment, an.d be hhppy under s
protection ; every onc wiil reap the
fruit of his labours, evory one wiild

eD O
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enjoy his own acquifitions without
moleftation and without danger,

In this ftate of abfolute treedom
and perte& fecurity, who will grudge
to yield a very little ot his property
to fupport the common interefts of
fociety, and enfuie the prote&tion af
government ¢ Who does not remem-
ber the frequent declarations, at the
commencement of the war, that we
{hould be completely fatisfied if, at
the expence of orc half, we would
deiend the remainder of our pofief-
fion ! Where is the man to be found,
who withes to remain 1ndcbted for
the defence of his own perfon und pro-
perty, to the exertions, the bravery,
and the biood of others, wiihout
making cne gencrous effort to repay
the debt of honcur and of gratitude ?
"n what part of the continent :hall
we find any man, or body of men,
who would not blath to ftand up and
propofe meafures, purpofely calculated
to rub the foldier of his ftipend, and
the public credi.cr ot his due? And

were
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were it poflible that fuch a flagrant
inftance of injuftice could ever hap-
pen, would it not excite the general
andignation, and tend to bring down
upon the authors of fuch meafures,
the aggravated vengeance of Heaven?
If after all, a fpirit of difunion, or a
temper of obftinacy and perverfenefs,
thould manifeft itfelf in any of the
States ; if fuch an ungracious difpofi-
tion fhould attempt to fruftrate all
the happy effects that might be ex-
peted to flow from the uzion; if
therc (hould be a refufal to comply
with the requifitions tor funds to dif-
charge the unnual intereft of the pub-
lic debts, and if that refufal {hould
revive again ali thofe jealoufies, and
produce all thofe evils, which are
now happily removed, Coagrefs, who
have in all their tranfations thewn a
great degree of magnanimity and juf-
tice, will ftand juftified 1 the fight
of God and Man; and the Stite a-
lone, which puts 1tfelf in oppcfition
to the aggregate wifdom of the Cone

tinent,



A LEGACY 1y

tinent, and follows fuch miftaken and
pernicious counfels, will be refpon=~
fible for cil the confequences.

For my own part, confcious of
having acted, while a fervant of the
public, in the manner I conceived
beft fuited to p:omote the real inter-
efts of my country; having, in con-
{equence of my fixéd belief, in fome
meafure pledged myfelf to the army,
that their country would finally do
them complete and ample juftice, and
not wifhing to conceal any inftance of
my official condu@® from the eyes of
the world, I have thought proper to
tran{mit to your Excellency the en-
clofed cclle&tion of papers, relative to
the half pay and commutation granted
by ccngrefs to the cfficers of the army.
From thefe communications, my de-
cided fentiment will be clearly com-
prchended, together with the conclu-
five reafons which induced me, at an
early period, to reccramend the adop-
tion of this meafuie in the moft ear-
reft and ferious manncr.  As the pro-

D ceedings
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ceedings of Congre’s, the army, and
mviclf, are open to all, and contain,
in my opinion, fufficient information
to remove the prejudices and errors,
which may have breen entertained by
any, I think it unneccflary to fay any
thing more, than juit to ohferve, that
the retolutions ot Coengrefs, now al-
luded to, ure undoubtedly as abfo-
lutely binding upon the United Statds,
as-the moft Hlemn a&@ts of confedera-
tion or legiflation. As to the idea,
which I am 1ntormed has in fome in-
ftances prevailed, that the half pay
and commutation are to .be regarded
merely in the odicus lizht ot a pen-
fion, it oughit to b exploded for ever.
That provifen thouid be vicwed,

it really was, o reafunable con,puv e
thﬂ (Aﬁ, d LJ L(HJ”I’Ci“ atoa U".,
when they hod rmt}n.. cliz to give,
to th cfiicer: of the .hmy, for fer-
vices thien to ne performed ; 1t was
the only mcans to prevent a total de-
relichion of the {ervien ; 1t was a part
of tar Py Fncy be allowed to

fay
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fay, 1t was the price of their blood
and of yourind pendency ; 1t1s there=
fore more th.ona ¢ mmon debt; 1y s
a Jebt of honour; it can never be
confidercd as a p\nﬁ - or yatusty,

or be cencddled unel it is tarly dif-
charpud,

With regard to a difiintion be-
tweon officers and foldiers. v s fufhe-
Geat that the viiform expertence of
cvery navon of the worlit, combined
with our own, proves the vtiity and
pu)pzn ty < OF the i 1rmrnetion ; ree
woards ta pieportion 1o the a1ds the
cublic dertves from them, are ungu+i-
tonably due to 2ll its fervants,  In
jorme Dines, the wldies have pertaps
grnerelly bad s ampie ¢ comporna-
tea b their ferviees, by the large
Dountivs winch ave teer pad to
them, s vheir ofcers will reccive 1n
the propofed commuiatinon; in others,
1, betides che donatien ot lunds, the
piyicni ob arterrages, of cloathing
and wages, (1n whe b articics all the
cemroeent parts o the 2rnny maft be

b o2 pus
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put upon the fame footing) we take
into the eftimate the bountics many
of the {oldiers have reczived, and the
gratuity of one ycar’s full pay, which
1s promifed to all, poff:hiy their fitu-
ation (every circumftance being duly
confidered) will not be deemcd lefs
eligible than that of th~ oihcers;
ihould a farther reward, however, be
judged equitable, I will venture to
affert, no one will enjoy greater fatif-
fation than myfelf, on {ecing an cx-
emption from taxes for a limited tie,
(which has been petitioned for in
fome inftances) or any other adequate
immaunity or compenfation, granted
to the brave defenders of their coun-
try’s caufe ; but neither the adeption
or rejection of this propofition, will
in any manner affe&, much lefs mili-
tate againft the a&t of Congrefs, by
which they have offered five years full
pay, in licu of the half pay for lite,
which had been before promifed ta
the ofhicers of the army.

Bedore
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Before I conclude the fubject of
public juftice, I cannot omit to men-
tion the obligations this country 1s
under to that meritorious clafs of ve-
teran non-commifiioned officers and
privates, who haive been diicharged
for 1nability, in confcqucrcc of the
refslution of « Congrefs of the 23d of
April 1782, on an annual penfion for
ic; their peculiar fufferings, their
{rogular merits and claims to that pro-
viiion, need only to te known, to in-
teieft all the feelings of Lhumanity in
their behalf; nothicg but a punéusl
payment of their annual allowance,
can refcue thein from the mot com-
vlicated mifery, and nothing could be
a more melincholy and diftreiling
fight, than to behold thofe who have
fned their blood, or loft their limbs
in the fervice of their country, withe
out a fhelter, without a friend, and
without the means of obtaining any
of the ncceflaries or comforis of life,
compelled to beg thar daily bread
from door to door ! Suffer me to re~ |

commend

e — ek T . a1
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commend thofe of this defcription,
belonging to your ftate, to the warm-
eft patronage of your Exceliency and
vour legiflature. -

It 1s neceflary to fay but a few
words on tac third topic which was
propofed, and which regards .pasti-
cularly the defence of the republic.
As there can be little doubt but
Congrefs will recommend a proper
peace eftablifhiment for the United
States, in which a due attention will
be paid to the imrportance of placing
the militia of the union upon a rezu-
lar and refpecioble footing; if this
thould be the cate, I would beg leive
to urge the great advantage of it in
the ftrongeft terms. The malina of
this country muft be conficered as the

]“” dium of our Ln.uhl'}, :"rui tne
£:i effe&ual refort in cafe of hettili-
ty; it is cffential therefore thot ’("*
fame {vtzm thould pc:vmﬂv the waoles
that hc formation and difcinhin: (:f
the imhiiia of the continent fhf ud be
ablolutcly unidorims and tiag the laade

fpzcws
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species of arms, accoutrements, and
military apparatus, fhould be intro-
duced 1n every part of the United

States; no one who has not learned it

from experience, can coaccive the
difficulty, expence, and confuficn,
which will retult from a contrary {yf-
tem, cr the vague arrangements which
have hitherto prevailed.

It in treating of political points, a
greater latitude than ufual has been
taken 1n the courfe of this addrefs,
the importance of the ciifis, and the

magnitude of the objedts i difcufiion,

muit be my apology. Itis, however,
neither my wifth or expectation, that
the preceding obfervations fhou!d
claim any regard, except fo far as
they fhall appear to be dittated by a
good intcntion, confonant to the im-
mutable rules of juftice, calculated to
produce a iiberal {fyftem of policy, and
f.unded on whatever experience may
have been acquired, by a long and clofe
attention to public bufinefs. Here
I might fpeck with the more confi-

ey e s T S /3,
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dence from my altual obfervation,
and 1f it would not f{well this letter
(already too prolix) beyond the bounds .
i had prefcribed myfelf, I cculd de-
monflrate to every mind open to con-
vittion, that in lefs time and with
much lefs expence than has been in-
curred, the war might have been
brought to the fame happy conclu-
fion, if the refources of the continent
could have been properly drawn forth;
that the diftrefles and difappointments
which have very often occurred, have
in too many inftances, refulted more
from 1 want of energy in the conti-
nental govirnment, than a deficiency
of means in the particular ftates; that
the ineflicacy of meaflures, arifing from
the want of an adequate authority in
the fupreme power, from 2 partial
ccrapliance with the requifitions of
Ccagrefs in fome of the ftates, and
fror. 2 fiilure of pun@uality in others,
whilz ;t tended to damp the zeal of
thofe svhich were more willing to ex-
ert themfelves, ferved alfo to accu-

mulat:
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mulate the expences of the war, and
to fruftrate the beft concerted plans;
and that thedifcouragement occafioned
by the complicated difhiculties and em-
barrafiments, in which our affairs
were by this means involved, would
have long ago produccd the diffolu-
tion of any army, lefs patu.nt, lefs
virtuous, and lefs perfevering, than
that which I have had the honour to
command. But while I mention thefe
things, which are notorious falts, as
the defe&ts of our {ederal government,
particularly 1in the proté«.ution of a
war; Ibeg 1t may be underftood, that
as 1 have ever taken a pleafure in
gratefully ackaowledging the affilt-
ance and {upport I bavc oemed from
every clafs of citizens, {o fhall I a
ways be happy to do juftice to thu
unparalleled exertions of the indivi-
dual f{tates on many nterefting occa-
fions. .
I have thus freely difclofed what 1
withed to make kacwn, before 1 {ur-
rendered up my public truft to thofe
who

4
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who committed it to me ; the tafk is
now accomplifhed. I now bid adieu
to vour Excellency as the chief maa
giitrate of your ftate; at the fame
uume, I bid a laft farewel to the cares
of office, and all the employments of
public lire.

It remains then to be my final and
only rcqueft, that your Excellency
will comimunicate thefe fentiments to
your legiflature at their next meeting,
and that they may be confidered as
the legacy of one, who has ardently
wiflred on all cccafibns to be uieful to
his ccuntry, and who, even in the
ithade of retirement, will not fail to
implore the divine benedition upon it,

I now maksat my earneft prayer,
ti-t God would have you and the
1:te over wiich you prefide in his
holy prote@ion; that he would ia-
clinz the hearts of the citizens to cul-
rivats o {ririt of {ubordiration and
vicdiorut £ goverrment; to enter-
tuin o vrotherly aficétion and love for
one another, for their fellow-citizens

of
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of the United States at large, and par-~
ticularly for their brethren who have
ferved in the field; and finally, that
he would moft gracioufly be pleafed
to difpofe us all, to do juftice, to love
mercy, ond to demean ourfelves with
that chamy , humility, and pacifictem~
per of mind, which were the charac-
teriftics of the divine author of our
blefled religion, and without an hum-
ble imitation of whofe example in
thefe things, we can never hope to
be a happy nation.

I have the honour to be,
With the greateft eftecem and refpelt,
$ir, your Excellency’s
Moft obedient,
And ;ery humble fervant,
G. WASHINGT ON.

His Exccllency Governor Paca.
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