:;-. T H L
& DUTY axp ADVANTAGPE.
iR FLIGIOUS SOCIETIES,
| PROVEN FROM

SCRIPTURE anp REASON:

aWith proper DirEcTIONS to all who cither are or
may be engaged in fuch SocieTIES.

IN TWO LETTERS;

{One from the Reverend Mr. Joun Wirrison, Mi
| nifter of the Gofpel at DuNDEE, and

he cther from the Reverend Mr. Joun Boxar, Mij-
nilter of the Gofpel at TorrriICcHEN
cBoth. direCted to-a private Society in Epixnurcir,
74 Annon 1740.

To which is fubjoined,

pAn Inquiry into the Nature, Obligation, ard Advan-
% tages -of RELIGIous FeErLowsHip: Topethe:
s with an Attempt to dire¢t in the preper Esercife
% of it.

: irft publifhed in the Year 1746, by M. Jonn Warerw,
g then Miniter of the Gofpel in Canprsiz.

WM-

KILMARNOCK:
Printed and fold by J. WiLson, Bookfelley.

M, DCC, LXX¥J)i



T H.E .

DUTY axp ADVANTAGE, &«

Dunnes, 24th March, 1740.

My dearly beloved young Gentlemen, .

RECEIVED your moft agreeable letter, with which

I was much refrefhed. And though I know you

not by face, yet feemg you are pleafed to acquaint
me of your joining together in a religious fociety for
fuch excellent purpofes as you mention in your letter,
and to defire my prayers, advice, and afhftance for
your encouragement in your refolutions; exprefling
alfo your hopes that what I write to you may be ufe-
ful, not only to your lately erefted fociety, but to o-
thers alfo in the place : I cannot refufe to comply with
.your earnelt requefts. I have endeavoured to encou-
.rage fucly focieties in this country, and have feen the
Ybenefit thereof to religion: and now I rejoice to hear
rt’iof the increafe of {uch meetings in and about Edin-

:burgh our metropolis, and efpecially among college ftu-
-dents ; which revives our hopes concerning the church,
jand the promoting of Chriftianity in the rifing genera-
.tion. Well then, at your defire, looking to heaven for
tthe bleffing, I fhall drop fome things for your encou-
‘ragement and afliftance in your undertaking.

- Two things I purpofe to infift on in this miflive -

1m0, Lo fhew the neceflity and ufefulnefs of {uch
{ocicties.==e | -

~ 2do, To offer fome advices for the more {uccefsfu
- management of them.

- Asto the firlt; religious fociety or Chriftian fel-
lowthip, which I recommend, it lies in 3 mutual fer-
viceablenefs of Chriftians to one another in {piritual
things, by communicating their gifts and graces to each
ather, for mutual benefitand edification. Thisfellowlh: p

: | A2 I look



4  The Duty and Advantage

[ Iook upon as an excellent mean of divine inftitution
for promoting true piety and godlinefs in the land,
and for preferving it in corners where it 15 ready to
decay.  Obferve how warmly the Spirit of God doth
recommend it to us, Eccl. iv. 9. Two are better thay
ene ; beccufe they have a gosd reward for their labour.
Ver. 10. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow -
but we io him that is alne when be falleth ; for ke
bath net ansther to belp him up Ver. 11, Again, if tus
fic topetber, then they have heat @ But how can one by
warm alene 7 Ver. 12. And of one prevail againft him,;
two fhall withfland him; and a threefold cord is no
quickly broken. In like manner he recommends this

religious fellowthip, Prov. xxvii. 17. Iron jbarpenetbk
i

ircn, fa @ man [barpencth the countenance of his friem
«-As this fellowfhip was anciently recommended, fo
we find it anciently practifed by the fearers of God,>
Nal. 1t 16, Then they that feared the Lord, [pake of:
ten onic to another, and the Lord bearkened, and heard it, }
and a baok of remembrance was written before him for i
them that feared the Lord and thought upon his name. :
There we fee, the fearers of the Lord in thofe days .
did not live like {trangers, but {poke often together; ;
they often met to converfe together, not about {ecular I
matters, but about things tending to the honour of ©
that God whom they feared and ferved: for Godis
fo well pleafed with their converfe, that he obferves

and records it.” Again, obferve the time of their re- ~
ligious converfe, pointed at by the word then ; which |
may teach us how much this converfe is the duty of %
our day, if we confider the preceding part of Mala: |
¢hi’s prophecy. The time of their conferring toge- &
ther was, when fad corruptions abounded both a-
mong the priefts and the people: it was then, when
the covenant of Levi was corrupted, and many were
made to ftumble at the law; then, when Judah &
dealt treacheroufly with God, flighted his ordinances,
and offered the blind and laine tothim in facrifice; then,
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| of Religious Societes. 5
“and terrible judgments were threatened againft the
" whole land 3 then it was that the fearers of the Lord
“ often met and confulted together, for ftrengthening
% one another in the fervice of God, for arming them-
% felves againft the common contagion, and {ecuring
¥ them{elves from the common dangers-

& The Jate famous Doctor Calamy, in a fermon which
% he preached and publifhed on this text, London, A-
ypril 23d, 1714, doth prove the warrantablenefls of
E fellowihip-meetings, and prefs thern warmly with
{ many arguments : and, though we had not another
$text for them in all the Bible; this one in Malachi is
¢ fuflicient to warrant them. This text is a clear evia
5 dence to me, that religious affociations of {uch as fear
£ God are moft acceptable to God, and never more {ea-
2{onable than when' true piety runs low, and tunes are
j:erilous. And al{o this text doth warrant me to con-
jf:%fdude, that in our age and time, when infidelity and
dimmorality do abound, and the Lord’s judgments are
tin the earth, that it is the duty of Chriftians to join

-together in private meetings, for keeping up the cre=
Jdit of religion now when it is run down and fcoffed
4t 5 and alfo for falting, humbling, and affliting our
douls for the fins of the places where we dwell, and
ofor averting wrath from them, and for pleading with
i$he Lord to appear for his own intereft and caufe.

1% For thefe very purpofes we find Ezra and his men
ameeting together for fafting and prayer, Exra viii. 23.
n like manner did queen Llther with her maidens
E’join together in falting and prayer for averting threat-
fened ruin, Efther iv. 16. This alfo was the pradtice
bf the Lord’s people during their captivity at Babylon,
fal. cxxxvii. 1. They went in companies, and fat
own by the rivers of Babylon, where they wept, and
remembered Zion, both in their prayers to God, and

Léam*erfe’ one with another. This religious converfe
among the people of God, for knowing his mind and
Ehe:r duty 1n particular cafes, we find exprefsly com-
manded, Jer. xxiii. 35. Thus fhall ye fay cvery one to
| ’ ki




6 The Duty and Advantage

his neighbour, and every one to his brothery, What hath
the Lord anfwered? and what hath the Lord [poken ?
Likewife this religious converfe is prophefied of, a3
that which would much abound in gofpel-times, Zech.
vill. 21, 23. The inhabitants of one city fhall go to ans-
ther, faying, Let us go [peedily te pray befere the Lord,
and to feek the Lord of hofis : I will go alfo.  They fball
take bold of the fkirt of him that is a Few, faying, We
will go with you; for we have heard that God is with
you,  ‘Then they would flock together, nvite and ex-
cite onc another to f{eek the Lord. 'We fee holy Da.
vid was much delighted and taken up with this reli
gious fellowthip, Pfal. cxix. 63. Jam a companion of
all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy pre.
cepts. How chearfully doth he invite all fuch to come
and join with him in this holy fellowfhip ! Pfal. 1xvi,
16. Come and heary all ye that fear Gody and I will
declare what he hath done for my foul,

According to the forefaid angient prophecies, and
the praltice of the Old Teftament faints, we read of
fweet fellowlhip meetings among faints in the New
Teftament. The glorious King of faints had many
fuch private meetings with his difciples for religious
exercifes n the days of his flefb, which are recorded
for our imifation, Matth, xiit. 36, §re==-gvil, 12.-v
xX. I17.-~xxiv. 3. Mark 1v. 34.---v1. 30, 31.=--Viii
27. Luke ix. 18.-~-xi. 1. John xiv. 1,2, &c. And
after his refurrection we read of many fellowfhip-meetr ;
ings which Chrift had with his difciples in private,
as that one which he had with the two difciples that
were going to KEmmaus, O how long and how {wegt- !
ly did he converfe with them about fpiritual things! |
Luke xxiv. 15, &c. And again, that fame evening, he
had another pleafant meeting in private with the eleven -
difciples in Jerufalem, and others met with them, .
Luke xxiv. 33, 36. It was on the evening of the firlt |
day of the week, that the difciples met with fhut
doors for private edification, and ftrengthening one !
another in that dark time: then it was that Chrift was

p}eafed ;'
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‘of Religious Societies, 7

pleafed to come to thegr meeting, and hold fweet
feliowfhip with them. This John alfo relates, John
<X, 19, oo Alfo we read orf another fuch private
mecting they had eight days after, wh.en ‘I‘ homas.m:as
with them, which our bleffed _Lord_dld ikewife Join,
ts their great comfort and edlﬁcatmn,‘ John xx, 26,
Ge. Afterwards he had another blefied fe]lowﬂnp_u
imeeting with them at the fea of Tiberias, John XxI.
14, 1, &c. And, after that, another fweet meeting
he had with them at Bethany, when he bleffed them,
and afcended from them, Luke xxiv. 5o, dr¢.

And, according to our Lord’s example while on
earth, we find after his aflcenfion that this religious
iellowlhip in private was fledfafily kept vp and
maintained by all the primitive Chriltians, a3 it is re-
corded, Alls 1. 42, 46. Yea, then they reckoned
this Chriftian fellowfhip fo eflential to theix religion,
that they made the communion of faints an article of
their creed ; fo that, in thefe early times, tiicy were
not looked upon as Chriftians, who did not maintain
-and cleave to this fellowhip, and take pleafure in the
~converfe and foclety of Chriftians. No fooner was
Paul converted, and come to Jerufalem, but he efayed
-to join the meetings of the difciples there, AQs ix. 26.
Thefe praying focieties were then very common and
frequent at ferufalem and other [Maces, as appears
.from many inftances recorded in the book of the Atts,
Jt s faid, Adks i, 14 Thefe alf continued with one qvs
eord in prayer and Jupplication, with the waonss, &e.
Yea, fo familiar and common were thefe meetings in
thafe early days, that Peter and John went {traizht to
them, when they were difmiffed from the council
where they had been examined and threatened, A&s iv.
23 And being let go, they went to their cwn company,
and reported all that 1he chief priefls and clders bad fuid
unto them. Again, we find fuch a religious {uciety
met and praying in the houfe of Mary {as many others
were doing at that time for Peter mn prifon under
fentence of death) to which meeting Peter came

ﬁraight



3 The Duty and Advantage

ftraight when he was delivered, and declared what
God had done for him, and defired them to go and
tell the news to other focieties, Alts xii, g, 12, 17,
Likewife we find a religious company of Cornelius’s
friends gathered together in his houfé, when God
fent Peter to preach to them, Aéts x. 27. Alfo we
read of a company of women reforting together for
prayer at a place by a river fide at Philippt, to whom
Paul preached, Adts xvi. 13.  And thefe praying fo-
cieties were {o notour thro’ all the Chriftian churches
in Paul’s time, that, when he writes to the faints in
Rome, his requeft is for their united prayers to God
for him, Rom. xv. 0. I befeech you, that ye firive
gogether in your prayers to God for me. And {uch
joint focial prayers are fo pleafant and acceptable to
God, 'that our Lord makes a gracious promife for
thetr encouragement, Matth. xviit. 19, 20. If two of
you fhall agree cn earthy as touching any thing they foall

afty it fhall be done for them of my Father which is in
heaven.  For where two or three are gathered together |
in my name, there am I in the midft of them. Many

times have God’s people in praying focieties had thefe .
promifes made good to them: of which the fociety -
m the houfe of Mary had the fweet experience ; for .

the Lord fent the anfwer of their prayers to the door

before they parted, Alts xit. 13.  In like manner have
other praying focieties had remarkable returns of pray-
er from a prayer-hearing God. It was this that made

our godly auceltors cleave to their meetings in this .

Jand in times of hotteft perfecution, when oyr rylers
raged, and fought to ruin all who haunted them;
yet they rifked their all in this world, to enjoy
the fweetnels and benefit of Chriftian fellowfhip in
private meetings. And how fhameful a thing muft
it be for us their pofterity to be unwilling to attend
fuch religious meetings, when we have nothing to
fear by it fave a little reproach from fcoffers - at

picty.
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" of Religious Societies. y
.. I iatend not to favour their opinion, w]m' would
‘“have thefe praying meetings reftriCted to times of
"“itrouble and perfecution only. No; f}lch focieties,
“sgell regulated, are moft ufeful and bencficial at all
- 2times and feafons. And it is always oblerved, as
'j’%}vorihy Mr. Bofton fays, in parilhes where the gofpel
f}hegins to thrive, that thefe meetings are .fﬁt up as nae
%’mrally is birds draw together in the {pfing. I mulk
E?i;iown, that I take it as 2 promifing tokén to the rifing
zgeneration; that fo many of the hearts of young ones
#and others; efpecially ftudents, are incli- >d to become.

L}

“members of fellowihip~-meetings; in order to communi=
*i?tate Chriftian knowledge and experiefice, and to pro=
?%mote the edification of one another. However much
“ithefe duties are neglected, I ani fure they are plainly
Jenjoined in the fcriptures upon all Chriftiafss. _Even
xprivate Chriftians are bound to teach and gdmomﬂ one
Fangther, Col. iii. 16. Roth. xv. 14. to exhort one anc-
her daily, Heb, iii. 13. to confefs their fins to one ano-
ther, and pray for one another, James v, 17. to ffrengthe
J#n, comfort and edify one another, 1 Thefl. v. 11, 14-
:Now, how can thefe relative duties be mutually pex-
formed’ by Chriftians, if they continue ftrangers and
keep at a diftance from one another? How can they
}E'fgacb, admonifby exhort,excite, fupport, comfait, firengt b
& and edg‘_"y one another, unlefs they have private
'}‘ij!ieetings together for thefe ends? To deny thele
meetings, were to forbid all thefe Chriftian duties
-Which God hath commanded.----But it is very obferv-
:able, that the Spirit of Gad doth exprefsly connet
;ﬁl}hefc duties and private imectings together, Heb x.
334, 2§. And let us confider one another, to provoke unte

gaw and gaod works § Not ﬁrfaking the aﬁmb/ing Gf:

; "dmfelmf.f together, as the mdanner of fome is ; but exhort-
?kng one another : And [o tuch the more, as ye fee the day

epproaching. That the apoftle points at the private
%ffembhcs or meetings of Chriftians, is evident from
hefe mutual Ch.iftian offices and duties which he

%preﬂ'cs upon all private Chriftians, and which mujt
T B bﬁ




16  The Duty and Advantage

be performed by them, not in public, but in privat
meetings.  In public church-meetings private perfon;
have not accefs to teach, excite, and exhort others,
and in thefe women are not allowed to fpeak ; ang
yet the forefaid duties are laid wpon all Chriftian
whatfoever, which necellarily infers their private
meetings j
If it thould be objeted, that thefe relative dutiy
may be performed by Chriftians in families ] anfwer,g
No doubt they may in a good meafure, where familig.
are little churches: but oh how few of thefearetobe
- be found ! 1ii many families there may be but one fe.
rious Chriftian in each of them. Now, can this their:
fituation loofe them from the command of holding.
private communion with other Chriltians, either
ed;fy them, or to be edified by them ? By no means.
And therefore perfons of diverle families muft have
nccafions of meeting together, that they may be caps
ble of obeying the commands of comforting and edi-
fying one another, ¥ Thefl v. 1. , .’
Moreover, there is another {trong f{cripture argy.
ment for thefe meetings: the apottle tells us, & Cr.
zii. that God hath difpenfed a variety of gifts amon
Chriftians, and in different meafures, that one may b
helpful to another : this alfo is evident from daily ob:
fervation. To oneis given quicknels of wit and parts,
to another 1s given folidity of judgment and prudence;
to one a {trong memory, to another a ready exprefhon

and utterance; one 1s open and zealvus, another 1

more wary and cautious ; one is ftrong in gifts, ano
ther 1s but weak ; one is more knowing, another i

more warm; one 15 more dejected, another is mot;
chearful. Now, why hath God given fuch a great -
verfity of gifts? but for mutual ufefulnefs, that tht
knowing and judicious may impart light-to thefe who
are more lively and alive, and that the warm and
zealous may impart of their heat to thelc who ar’;
inore knowing and prudent? So that the head cannd

[y to the feet, ner the eye to the hand, I have no need f

they



of Religious Societies, 1T

S thee, 1 Cor. xit. 21. By which diftribution the wifdom
“of God is glorioufly difplayed. Now, 1t 1s certain he
i doth not give Chriftians thefe various talents to be
5 wrapt up in a3 sapkin, but to be improven for the bee
‘nelit of athers, as they will be an{werable to him;
and therefore with the talents he gives that injunction,
% Luke xix. 13. Occupy till I come. And he condemneth
%thc man that hid his talent in the earth.

£ Apain, let every Chriftian obferve that exprefs
Zcommand, 1 Pet. iv. 10. As every man hath received
$the pift, even fo minifier the fame cne fe another, as
Sgoad flewards of the manifold grace of God. For, faith
ftPaul, the gifts, or manifeflation of the Spirit is given
it cvery man to profit withal,"y Cor, x1i. 7. Now, how
fran private Chriftians obey this command of minifter-
king their gifts one to another, without meeting toge-
her for that end / | -
% Likewife, thefe meetings are neceffary to diftinguifh
E}md {feparate Chriftians from the reft of the world, as
“they are required to be. Chriftians are chofen out
“%of the world, and a foeiety by themfelves ; and, though
“they be fituated in the midft of others, they are a peo-
le dwelling alone, and not reckoned among the nations.
+fThe apoftle calls them, 1 Pet. ii. g, a chofen genera-
ion, a royal prieflhosd, a bely nation, and a pecul:ar
"pecple ; and confequently they ought to have a pecu-
“Mliar fellowihip one with another, as being fellow-
members of that one body whereof Chrift is the head.

‘Now, it is becoming thefe members to fhew a pecu-
" liar {ympathy with and concern for each other in dif-
: trefs, and to be peculiarly helpful in relieving one ano-
i ther, and in quickening and prometing: one another’s
: graces; which neceflarily requires private meetings.

! Again, thele religious focieties. are uleful to
 {trengthen and fortify weak Chriftians againft the al-
- {aults and temptations-of their {piritual enemies:
" As houfes built together in cities hold better out
“againft ftorms, though their walls be weaker, than
 thefe which ftand feparately m the open fields; becaule,

B 2 being




;2 The Duty and Advantage

being joined together, they help to fupport one ano-
ther: fo many poor, weak, deje&ed {ouls, by being
jomned in fellowlhip-meetings, have been greatly fup-
ported and relieved by the fympathy and counfels, ex.
periences and prayers of thefe in fociety with them,
By Chriftian fdciety many a temptation hath beca de-

feat, many a fin prevented, and many a wavermg {oul
fortified. How boldly did Peter confefs Chrift in the
company of the 1po{lles? bui fhamefully denied him
when fepirated from them. How dreadfully did un-
belief prevail in Thomas, when abfent frem the meets
ing of the difciples ? but his faith became victorious
when in focicty with them. This abfence of Thomas,
with the difmal eH'e& of it, is recorded no doubt to
{erve as a warning to ail to beware of negleting fuch
meetmgs "Thefe who once frequented and now have
withdrawn fe]lowﬂup meet:ngb, can téll, if they would

be ingenuous, whether their fouls thrwed beft when |
in -hem, or when feparate from them'; nay, the worf} !

my be feared of them.. - Many ]udmous Chriftians can
tell from their fweet €xperience, that they have found !

the advantage of thefe meetings for qulckenmg their |

graces, ‘warming their hearts, ‘and kindling the fire of

Jove'to Chrift. - It was after religious conference, that
the two difciples faid, Did not our hearts burn within
25 ? As one live coal kindles two cold ones, fo one
warm 'lively Chriftian, by his converfe and prayers, is
apt to fet feveral ‘cold heartsa glowing about Chrif
and fpiritual things. =

Laftly, This Chriftian fellowfhip here below, is
neceflary to fit us for the eternal communion of faints
in heaven.  If we have no pleafute in fellowihip with
them here, low fhall we be fit to live for ever in the
clofeft communion with thém 'in" the regions above,
adoring and femng the I‘ather, Son, and Holy Gholt!
All Chriftians ought to ehufe ‘and delight in that fo-
ciety and.bufinefs now, in which they aré to join and
be employed through the ages'of ‘eternity.  As thefe

who defign to travel to afar country, chufe to doitin

company ;

|
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of Religious Societies. 13

company 3 fo Chriftians, travelling to the New-Jerufa-.
lem, fhould go in trcops, as they did of old to the
folemn feafts. We {ee {oldiers, who go to war, ftudy
to keep clofe together, and to animate one another:
and fo ought all Chrift’s foldiers to do, if they would
“manage their {piritual warfare with fuccefs, We fee
“wicked and profane men, comedians, drunkards, thieves
“and robbers, join in clubs and focieties to ferve the
' Devily and fhould not the fervants of Chrilt a& in
. {ociety to ferve and advance the intereft of the beft of
! mafters Do wicked men meet to excite one another’s
[ corruptions, and embolden one another in finful cour-
 fes ! Let Chriftians then meet to quicken one another’s
 graces, and to inftruct and encourage une another in
: the way to heaven. |
f And now, having briefly, though, I truft, with fome
- clearnefs of evidence, eftablifhed fellowfhip-meetings
 upon 2 fcripture foundation, and demonfirated their
i ufefulnefs to all Chriftians; I hope, dearly beloved,
, thefe lines may ferve, through the divine blefling, to
;;f animate and encourage your feveral members to attend
sthe diets of your meeting, and others alfo to imitate
_your example. Wherefore I proceed to the fecond
~head. - *
- IL T propofe to offer fome advices for the more
fuccefsful management of fuch religious focieties.
. And, | ;
1. Dear brethren, if you would be ufeful and fhin-
tng members of {uch focieties, let me intreat you to
prefs for and make progrefs in humility and felf-deniai,
and ftudy much the meaning and importance of that
golden precept, Phil. 1i. 3. Let nothing be done through
irifey or vain-glory, but in lowlinefs of mind let each
¢ftecon other better than themfelves. This lowline(s of
mind would {weetly improve your tempers, and migh-
tily adapt and fit them for {ociety : it would difpofe
you to bear with, and put refpeét and honour upon,
your fellow.members; and keep you from defpiling,
eenfuring, or quarrelling with them for every miftake

04
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or failing. Avnd though you may fee weakneffes ip;
fome as to gifts or prudence, yet this lowly difpofition
will caufe you efteem and honour them for their warn
affetions, or what grace may be in them. :
2 Be at great pains, through grace to ftudy thel
right government and taming of the tongue, which
ts tndeed an woruly member, and full of deadly poifon, |
and very frequently ts the occzhion of much mifchigf f
and difcord in focietics. Nay, [ may fay, if the tongue §
be not tamed and brought under government, all :}
religion and religious fellowfhip is in vain; according !,
to that word in James i. 26. Now, if the tongue be}
rightly governed, vou will avoid cenforioufnefs and;
rafh judging of other men, or aggravating their fauls k
beyond bounds, Alfo, you will be cautious of fpeak-
ing againft others behind their backs, or hearkening t &
thofe who incline to do it; but, if you know anyj:
thing againft your neighbour, you will rather tellitk
to himfelf in a friendly manner, that he may be bct-_!?'
tered by your fpf:akin‘ge Ah? it is known by fad;:
experience, that cenforious perfons and backbiten.
have been the great dividers and breakers of fellow -
fhip-meetings. + - A
3. Carry a fincere love and regard to all truei:
Chriftians. Love them not becaufe of their likenes ¥:
to you, but becaufe of their likenefs to God, and his f
image which vou fee in them: for, if you love them
mainly becanfe of their exaél agreement with you, p
it 1s rather fectarian or party love, than true Chri{tianL
love. This true love will incline you to a patient g
bearing with godly perfons, and a forbearing of them i
i fome lefler things wherein they may differ from
you. There are fome miflakes, both in opinion and ;
practice, that eminent Chriftians of different converle %{
and education will labour under, poflibly ail ther X
days, becaufe they Anow but in-part. . If by meek and |
gentie dealing vou can convince them, it is well; but 3
if not, you are to fall in with God’s dire¢tion by the : ;
apolftle Paul, who was as zealous againit fin and errof
| ' L Bt
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25 any in our day, Lph. iv. 2, 3. With all bwlinefs
;‘?nd meeknefs, with fong' Suffering forbearing one ansther
in love s endzavouring 1o keep the unity of the fpirit in
the bond of peacs. In the apoftle’s time, there were,
great differences avout the neceflity of eircumcifion
and other ceremonial praltices, and fome were very
zealous both for and againit them but to keep them
frofn carrying matters to too great heights, and from
Elaxmg too much ftrels upon their party opinions, and
bemg of this and the other denomination of Chriftians,
Elle direts them not to judge of mens Chriftianity by
ithefe rules, but cnly by the rule of the new creature,
or the evidences of a faving change wrought in them,
as being the only thing that rendered them acceptable
to God. For, faith he, neither circumcifion availeth
any thing, ner uncircumcifion, but a new creature:
And as many as walk according to this rule, peace le
.o them, Gal. vi. 13, 16.
[ 4 Rejoice in the gifts and graces of others, and be
%:_ready w;t!nout envy or detraCtion to own and value
.%them, giving God the praife for them.. Yea, prize
;,i_them when you find them in men unlearned, or of
;mean rank in the world: do not defpife fincere Chrif-
%_tlans becaufe of their meannefs, or plainnefs of fpeech; -
? for among fugll_therc is fometimes found morve know-
g:lcﬁgc of the fcripture, fkill in fettling diftrefled con-
;fcxcnces, acquaintance with experimental religion, and
godly wildom in obferving providence, yea, more
If]azth, Ifubn}lﬁmn to the will of God, contentment,
eaven]yv. g .
ra{xr enly-mindednefs, fervency of {pirit, and pithy ex-
pl:inmns }n prayer, than could be expected from fuch
glorc ep!zr 325; fo that thefe of better education and
o ?d nce may learn many things from them, if
N y would humble themfelves to converfe with them
me much of that humble candour and ingenuity did
Ine forth in that eminent young preacher Apollos!
Alls xviii. 24, 25, 26. Though he was an lp '
perfon, and mighty ; ' i,
D o hmlg ty in the fcriptures, yet he candidly
onoured the gifts and graces of God in a

plain
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plain tradefman and his wife, Aquila and Prifcill,
and was willing to learn Chriftian divinity from them,
and by their converfe he actually got further infigh
into the golpel-doltrines and way of falvation.

¢. Study a prudent, {moéth, affable; and conde.
fcending difpofition and carriage towards thel yo
converfe with, and particularly to thefe that may b
your inferiors in gifts or ftations, and even to thefs
who may be {trangers to religion; that you may gain
them to a better liking of the ways of God. Thele,
Chriftians, who have an alluring facility and kindi.,
nefs in their tempers, may be very beneficial to thef;
about them, and thereby engage {trangers and youn
beginners to relifh true godlinefs: wherefore we find
{fuch amiable tempers and difpofitions of fpirit much
recommended to us by the Spirit of God in many
texts, as in thefe wherein he mjojns us to put a'wayk

wrath, bitternefsy and evil-fpeaking ; and to be hind and|
tender hearted one to another ; to put on bowels of mercy,l

-

kindnefs, and humblenc/s of mind; to be wmpaﬁanm‘qt
gentle, courteous, fbewing meeknefs to all men; io bt
kindly affeflionated one to ancther ; not to mind high®
things, but condefeend to men of low eftate : for allf
which, {ee Eph. iv. 37,32, Col. iii. 12. Tit, 11 23,
1 Pet. il 8. Rom. xii. 10, 16. Thefe lovely fcriptun‘é
qualities would nobly it men to be members of fo-§
cieties. As rough unhewn ftones. cannot fitly jom
together in one building, fo neither can rugged, {our }
or fierce tempérs be agreeable members of fociety |
There are fome in meetings who may have the root of |

the matter in them, but their rough and fiery difpofi- §
tions, or their rafh and imprudent conduét, do fcare |
many ferious people from coming into {ocieties where
they are; and fo, by_their unpolithed tempers, or §
imprudence, they greatly hinder the edification of }
others. :

6. As you ought to warn, admonifh, and reprove
one another in a kind and Chriftian manner when &
there is need for it: fo you muft be ready to forgive

one ™
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4 ane another, and come over injuries that are done to
tyou: for, faith the apoftle, Jf any man have a quarrel
againft any, even as Chrifl. forgave you, fo alfo do ye
¥ Col. 1. 13. Humility, mecknefs, and readinefs to
“forgive injuries, are Chriftian and Chrift-like tem-
gpers.  The meek and lowly Chriftian is very much,
ddifpofed to do good, and fuffer ewvil: but the
%pmud and haughty man is ‘apt to give affronts, but
Swill receive none.  The humble man, that is acquaint
fwith his own hearty, will bear with many miftakes and
Hialings in others, knowmng that he himfelf is yet in
#the bedy, and liable to the fame and worfe evils if but
Jleft ove minute to himfelf, Keep in mind that word
2of the apoftle, 1 Pet. iv. 8. Above all things have fer-
pent charity ameng yourfelves : for charity fball cover
a multitude of fins. |
% 7. Do not flight or difcourage weak beginners, but
fympathize and deal tenderly with them: for you are
gcommanded to frengthen the weak handsy and confirm
;ﬁ:ﬁa feeble knees 5 to condefeend to men of low cftate ; to
sxomfort the fechleeminded, and fupport the weak, Ifa.
5¥xxv. 3. Rom. xii. 16. 2 Thefl. v. 14. There are
“fome hover in the porch to Chriftian fellowfhip, and
imould fam come in to aflociate with the difciples;
thut bathfulnefs, or a fenfe of weaknefs or unworthi-
efs, pulls them back : perhaps they can fpeak but
ittle of Chyilt, yet their hearts glow with love to him,
and they detire to liften and hear news about him,
hd to ve introduced to his acquaintance. Thefe you
ought to open the door to, and encourage to come in,
nd fhare of the entert:inments of the King’s cham-
ers. Le:t no foul be fearred by unkindly treatinent
from Chrifl’s door, for who knows if over they come
torward :':lgaiu? It becomes Chrifts difciples to copy
i‘aff:f:r_nthfmr Mafter’s pattern, who would zct guench «
;/m&mg flax, but rather blow it vp té a flame; and
who tenderly carries the lambs that canuot go, and
%if;:ts an open door before thfz'l.n who have but 2 little
i..rength;, Ifa. xl, j1. Rcwé ni. 8. He kindly neticed
‘ L an
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ani Abtjah of Jeroboam’s family, when there wag /.
good thing found in him towards the Lord Geod of Ifrac,
1 Kings xiv. 13. the rear or the ftragglers of Chnil’s
army are not to be neglected or defpifed. I have ob.
ferved fome that knew but little of Chnift and {piritua]
things, who, by hearing others talk of thgm, have in
a fhort time made great progrefs m knowledge and in
love alfo: thus was it with the daughters of Jerufalem,

who got their hearts warmed by bearing the poufe
{peak of Chrift’s excellencies ; O whither is thy beloved
gone, {ay they, that we may go and feek him with thee!
Cant. vi. 1. So the people of Samaria were drawn
out to meet with Chrift, by hearing the woman com:
mending him, John 1wv. 29. And fo were both An
drew and Nathanael drawn to Chrift, John i. 4o

;

38 e
58. Chufe right and proper fubjefls for conferenct!
m your meetings; not divifive queftions for thing
controverted amongft the godly, but fuch as they ar!
agreed in, mamely, the weighty matters of religion,?
that concern the vitals of Chriftianity; fuch as, theg
mifery of our fallen ftate, the corruption of our mf
ture, the bitternefs of fin, the plagues of our hears;
the devices of Satan, the wifdom and love of God i}
our redemption, the covenant of works, and the cm'o-%
nant of grace; Chnift’s love in undertaking for us,E
his incarnation, his two natures, and three offices’
his fufferings and death, his refurreGion, a}fcenﬁom%
interceflion, and return; the holy Spirit’s work ing
applying Chrift’s purchafe ; the nature, neceflity,.and
marks of the new birth, and of our juftification by theg
righteoulnefs of Chrift; of faith in him, and repenf
tance unto life ; of fan&ification, mortification, humt-§
lity, {clf-denial, love, hope, communion with God, tl¢
life of faith and new obedience, believers privileges )
the precious promifes, the outward means of grace
&e---0r, W order to increafe Chriftian knowledgs
iet the queftions of the Shorter Catechilm, as they It
:n erier, be the fubject of vour difcourfe; or let any

eafe ¥,

E
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: cafe of confcience be propofed for the fubjelt of it, or
¢ any practical queition founded upon a feripture-text;

L
* .

> and of thefe your reading in the Bible will afford you
{ the greateft plenty and variety, never to be exhaufied.
: And, that you may be the more encouraged to read
 the {criptures, and direted to raife edifying queitions
. from what you read; 1 fhall write down a few texts,

with queftions from them, for your imitation.
From As ii. 37. Quefltion, When may the heart
be faid to be pricked and favingly convinced of fin ?/
John xvi. 8. Q_ What 1s the difference between
h the convictions of natural men, and thefe of true pe-
nitents ¢ :
Ifa. xxvi. 18. Q. 1. Whence is it that convictions
prove abortive ? Q. 2. How to prevent this evil?

t The v. 19 Q. How are perfons guilty of
quenching the Spirit ¢

Luke xiti. 3. Q. What are the marks of repentance
unto life ?

~Matth. v. 4. Q. What are the marks of right
. mourning for fin ¢

( Plal xcvil. 0. Q. What 3re the figns of true hatred
¥ of fin ? :

Lizek. xxxvi. 26. Q. What are the evidences of a
heart changed from ftone to fleth ?

Plal. li. 17. Q. What is the broken heart that 1s {o
acceptable to God

~ Tit.i. 1, Q_ What are the chara@ers of the faith
- of God’s elet ¢

John iii. 3. Q. What are the marks of the new
birth ¢

" Matth. xviil. 3. Q. Who are thefe converts that are
hecome as little children?

Eph. ii. 1. Q. What are the figns of a fpiritual re-
{urrection ! |

Matth. v. 6. Q. Who are they that hl;nger and
thirlt after righteouinefs ?

Plal.ix. 18. Q_ Who are the poer and needy ones,
whom God will not forget ?

C 2 2 Cor.
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2 Cor. v. 17, Q_ What are the marks of a ney

creature !

Matth. vii. 24. Q. Who are they that build ona
yock ? ,

Mateh. vii. 26. Q. Who are they that b1111d on the
fand ¢

Ha, xxvin, 17, Q. What are the lym- refuges

which many deceive themfelves with ?

Heb. vi. 18. Q Who are thefe that have truly fled
Tor refuge to Chnift ¢ 1

Rom, x. 3. Q. Who are thele that go about ts'
cftablith their own righteoufnefs ?

Matth. v. 16. Q. Wherein our nghtf:ouﬁlefs muf}
exceed that of the Pharifees ?

Phil. iii. 3. Q1. Who are thefe that worfhip God
in the fpmt"’ Q_2. Who are they that rejoice in Chnlt |
Jefus? Q. 3. Who are they that have no t:c:mﬁt:lt:n&*:F
in themfelves ¢ E

Luke 1. Q. 1. Who are the hungry whami

God fills w:th 0ood th:ngs? Q_z Who are the- nch
he fends empty away ?

Ifa. Ivi. 6. Q. What are the charaters of thefc )
that have taken hold of God’s covenant?

2 Chron. xxx. 8. Q. Who are they that have truly
vielded themfelves to the Lord ?

Phil. ii. 13. Q. How may we know if the will bt
renewed by the Spirit of God ?

Matth. v. 49. Q. Wherein muft we exceed the
ordinary fort of profeffors of religion?

Rom. vii 24. Q. Who are the true wreftlers a

gainft the body of death, orindweling fin ?
~ Gal v. 17, (LWhat 15 the differénce betwixta
renewed and unrenewed man’s ftruggling againtt fin? !

Rom. viil. 7. Q_Who are the carnally-mmded,
and who the {piritually minded ?

Phil. 1. (L What are the marks of thefe who f
are found in Chnl’t and clothed with his nghteoufncfs

. ]ohn X7. What are the evidences of a wt:u
umon with Chl‘lﬂ'.
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% 2 Cor.ix. 15. Q. Who are thefe that are truly

+fhankful for a crucified Jefus?
'} Zech. xil. 1o. Q. Who are they that look in a righe

“nanner to a pierced daviour !

r

# John xvii. 3. Q. What are the marks of a faving
‘E{mowledge of God and his Son Jefus Chrift ?

% Gal. ii. 20. Q. 1. What is it to live by faith up-
%n the Son of God? Q. 2. How to live by faith on
Hhim in great trials ? Q. 3. How to attain the aflur-
Arce of Chrift’s love to us? ,_

| Matth. viL 7. Q. How to know if the fruit we
spring forth be good or bad ?

g Matth.v. 16, Q_ When our light may be faid te
Hhine before men, to the praife and glory of God ?

£ John xu. 21. Q. What are the marks of a faving
Hhcht of Chrift in ordinances ?

% Pll Ixxxiv. 10. Q. Why believers do fo highly
jeltecem a day in God's courts ?

1 Pet. ii. y. Q. 1. What is it in Chrift that is fo
{precious to believers ? Q. 2. How may we know if he

ipe truly precious to s ? -

i1 Rev. it 40 Q. 1. ' When our love may be faid to be
Llﬂecaying? Q. 2. How to cure this decay ?

2 Pet, 1ni. 18. Q. 1. What are the beft means of
wrowing in grace? Q. 2. What are the marks of a
{growing Chriftian ?

& James i, 6. Q. What is it to pray in faith?

¥ Jude, ver. 2. Q. 1. What is it to build up our-
gelves 1 our moft holy faith 2{Q; 2. What is it to pray
an the Holy Ghoft ? .

jude, ver. 21, O, By what means fhall we k
;!)uri'elvcs in the lovgaf God ? P

i Rom. viii. 16. Q, How doth the Spirit witnefs in
Bs that we are God’s children ?

t Rom.viii. 26. Q. How doth the Dpirit Help our
nfirmities in prayer ¢ |

:
E_ Eph. iv. 30. Q. What is the Spirit’s fealing work
1

an believers ?
p Hof, vi, 4. Q. 1. What is the caufe of the evanifh-
E ing
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ang of our good frames? Q. 2. How to prevent g
lofing them ¢

Pfal. xviii. 21. Q_ Who may fay they have
wickedly departed from their God f

Phal. xviii. 23, Q_ 1. How may we know our pr
dominant fin 2 Q. 2. How fhall we conquer it ?

Rev. jii. 2. Q. 1. 'What are the {ymptoms of gr
tn decay? Q. 2. What are the caufes of it? Q;
What are the means of reviving it ?

Job xsiii. 3, 8. @. What courfe fhall they t
who have been long in darkuefs, and cannot find bn
in dsties or ordinances ¢

Job xxiii. 4. @ What are the beft argumentst
fill our mouths with in prayer?

1 Pet v. 5. @, Who are thefe Chriftians that ma{
be faid to be clothed with humility ?

2 Cor. xit. 7. Q. How fha]l we. prevent fpmtuxi

pride, and being lifted up. with our attainments ! r

Pfal. xvii. . 9. How fhall we be kept from bacl
flidings after folemn engagements {

Plal. xx%. 6. 2. How to prevent falling intQ fr
curity after God's kind dealings ?

G'Il vio 16, 9, How fhould we walk fo nsr
maintain peace with God and conicience £

Pfal. lxxxv. 8. 2. Howmay we d:[tmgun[h betweu
a truc and falfe peace of confcience !

Pfal. cxix. 19, 2. What is the charafter of o
that may fay, 1 am a ftranger in the carth ! -

Deut. xvii. 1. 2. How fhall we read the mrs
with {piritual advantage ! . !

Heb. iv. 2. 2. 1. How fhall we hear the Word
preached, fo as to proft byit!? 2,2, What istt tﬂ
mix faith with the hearing of the word ? =

Matth. vi. 6. 2. How ﬂmH we manage feoret pfﬁﬂ

er aright? - [

2 Chron. xxx. 19. 2. What preparation of hcauﬁ
18 neceflary for folemn ordinances ¢ :

1 Cor. xi. 24. 2. What kind of rcmcmbram:tlt

ought we to keep up of the death of our Rcdeenﬁﬂfrﬁ
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" $1eb. i 28. 9. How is faith to be exercifed in

&mmunicating ?
- Eph.vi. 24, 2 1What are the charadters of thele

-3 ) :
who love our Lord Jefus in {incerity ?

“ 1 John 1l 15. Q. What is that love of the world,
ibat is inconfiltent with the love of God ?
t Jobniit 14. Q Whatare the marks of true love

t the brethren ?

% Matth. v. 44. . When is our love to enemies of
he right fort ?

% Matth. vi. 14, Q. How may we get our hearts
Brought to a forgiving difpofition ? N

& Lev. xix. 19. 2. What s the right way of reprove
i2 our brother !

% Eph.v.7. Q. How may we become partakers of
tather mens fin ?

& Yeb. xii. 10. 9. When is 2ffli¢tion for our profit ¢
@ Phil. 1. 27. Q. When 15 our converfation as be-
¢ometh the gofpel of Chrift _

¥ Gal.vi.g. Q. How may we prevent our wearying
‘s well-doing ? - .
2 1 Cor.x. 31.. Q. How fhall. we manage our natu-
gl and civil a&tions to the glory of God !

" Rom. x. 1. Q. What means may we ufe for the
»eonverlbion of others ?

L Matth xxv. 6. 9 How fhould we meet and en-

«tertain Chrift, when coming by his Spirit to the finful
“Jand 7 | '
o2 Timlwe. 8. 9. How fhall we attain to a real love

?i‘}f Chnit’s appearing ’

* Thefe texts and queftions I have fet down only as
g2 fwatch of many, which you may find out by fearch-
sing of the feriptures, and acquaintance with your
town hearts and {piritual conditions.  As it may be ufe-
Jul and edifying for Chriftians a¢ times to communicate
their experiences, exercifes, trials and outgates one to
¢another- In a private manner; fo it may be ufeful
to them(elves and the whole fociety to form and pro-

' pofe
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pole queftions concerning fuch cafes in 2hefi, that by
hearing the mind of others, and efpecially thefe
greater experience about them, the perfons i {uck
cales, by the blefling of God, may receive fumble]
counfel or {upport, confolation or eftablithment. i
Wherefore, dearly beloved, befides prayer, pralfe..
and reading the feriptures 1 your fociety, Ihumbly
recommend your difcourfing of the above, and fu;h$
like edifying quetions as tend to promote Chn{h"m;
kuowledge, the power and life of religion, gofpel:ho
linefs, humility, charity, and tender walking with God.
But guard againft controverfies about public matters
and curious, vain, or unprofitable queftions, whid
may bring in doubtful difputatiuns, tending to diftralt; z
the minds of members,- ftumble the weak, and renrﬂ
the fociety. ‘Thc fubtile enemy of fouls, when he c*ml
not hinder religious focieties altogether ftudies w
bring in debates that may draw off their minds from;,
the main defign of Chriftianity, and eat out the hfe?
and vitals of religion. If men will needs fpend timey
in difcourfing about religion, the Devil will try to lead;
them to fuch fubjets of conference as are little to edi-
fication, thar greater matters may be thruft out. Wei
fee the apoftlc warns againft this difcourfe, calling it
vain Jangling, and deting on queftions which e:*gem!erf«
frife, ratber thay gadl_y edifying, 1 Tim 1. 4, c’xi
Tit. iil. 9. And among thefe we may juftly reckon!
the queibions which fome ftart about their refp ective
opivions, parties, or preachers; or about thungs whzc‘n
contribute little to make the meeting more wife, more ;
huwmble, more holy, or more heavenly minded. O tllaxfg
religious {octeties could fay with the apo[lle, ii'e are
not ignorant ef Satan's devices. *'
Laftly, My dear friends, let me befeeeh you to per-

E
fevere, and not weary in well doing, nor forfake the |
affembling of yourlelves togcther, as the manner (ﬂ.

fome is. Alas! I bave known it to be the mannes ol }

not a few, though I believe (whatever be their pre- %

tences for it) they have gained nothing by it to thew :
.anL]q -

J!' 1
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‘fouls, but harm. Nay, I have oblerved, to my grief,
‘fnany of them turn remifs and cdrnal aftérwards, and
f’iver:‘t]s of them tarried off by bad company, and left
o fall irito fcandalous fins. As kindled coals, when laid
‘together, do burn and afford a lafting heat, but, when-
feparated from one dnother, they quickly go out; fo
4t is with Chriftians that are kindled by grace: if they
Meep together, theéy quicken and enliven each other;
qut, if {e€paraté; they grow cdld and dead, and are
i#xpofed to many temptations. Would ye withitand
, e aflzults of the Devil and the world! then keep
Hlofe together. I have known many tempted, forrow-
Ful ind dejected fouls; who have been brought to the
Hordet of defpair; wonderfully relieved and fupported
"‘ going mta the fociety of experienced Chriftians;
Hherefore faith the: Holy Spirit; Two are better than
e ; for if they fall, the ont will lift up his fellow : but
%o to him that is alone when he falleth, for he hath not
Wnother te help bim up.---And if one prevail againft bim,
2wb Jball withftind bini ; and a threefold cord is not
‘QUickly broken, Eccl. iv. 9, 10, 12. The Devil is fo
denfible of the fecurity which faints have againft his
:atlaults hy religious focieties, that he doth his utmolk
__ta"*hinder themi, of break them in pieces. It was his
#rand- artifice after the firft planting of the gofpel,
“When fuch focietics did abound, to fcatter them by
ﬁ’grfccution, that ke might the more ealily prevail
‘Eﬁam{t them by his temptations when deltitute of one
fﬂi‘ﬂ_ther’s help. May the Lord defeat all his deﬁgns
againft your meeting, and keep your hearts in the
ve of God and of oue another! To hear aIways of

15, and of the increafe and thriving ftate of fuch re-

tous affociations in your city and neighbouthood
E'%ll gladen the Ligart of, y y ?

%

¥ Jox Wirrison.
f‘: D | THE
1 |

My dearly beloved,
?’a:zr Jincere Friend and Seivent in the Gefpel of Chrift,
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My dear and worthy young Gentlemen, z

OUR Letter, which 1 received a few days apk

was moft accepiable to me ; it gave me no {m
joy, when 1 heard formerly of your defign, and fu}
your rules, whereof I heartily approve. I defre i
“blefs God, that in this degenerate age, when Atheiln
Infidelity, and all kind of wickednefs abound, and éf
pecially amongft the younger fort; he of his memp
fhould incline the hearts of any, and. you in particel
lar, to venture out in the waysof God. You ha!
begun well; may you fill go forward in your Chri
tian courfe ! You whil no doubt meet with folicit
tions from Satan, your corrupt nature, and a wickdi
world, to give over the enterprife; but fironger ik
he that is for you than ali’ your énemies. DBewargk
I intreat you, of grieving the holy Spirit, by returmne
to folly., Great is the danger of backfliding; as wil
appear, if you confider thefe {criptures, Luke ix. 623
No man having put his hand to the plough, and loshig§
back, 15 fit for the kingdom of God. Heb x. 33-.!.!
any wean draw backy, my foul fball have no pleafurt g
bim, 2 Pet. ii. 25, 1 had been better for them nat i}

71
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iaw known the way of righteoufnefs, than after they
%ﬂ;e_ known ity to depart from the holy commandment

Sholivered to then. | '
¥ It is grace alone that eftablifhes the heart. They

; |
that have no root, may endure for a while; but,

Boben tribulation or perfecution arifes, they are ready
o be offended. 1 fhall offer you a few advices, which

y the blefling of God, I hope, may be of fome ufe to
ou

¥ 1mo, Study to be well acquainted with the na-
fural wickednefs of your own hearts; this is a
jood, if not a diftinguithing, mark betwixt a Chrif-
dian and a hypocrite : the former will trace fin to
ts fource, but the latter only feeks to refirain their
open vices, which would expofe them to the world.
et your fearch be diligent and accurate, and cry to
g>0d that he may try your heart and reins.  You now
gun a very dangerous part of your race; youth adds
{8 double firength to corruption, and gives tentation
great advantage. 'Wherefore,

i3 2do, Endeavour to take a ferious back-look of
gyour younger years. Reflett on the many fins and
Jollies that there ftand in record apain®t you, and
fry with your whole heart to God, that he may give
pyou grace to mourn over them with real bitternefs of

doul.

# 370, You muft not reft here (for a forrow for
pin, as fome vainly imagine, will never atone for it)
put cry earneftly to God, whom you have offended,
#or mercy and pardon.  You have often heard of pre-
cious Chrift and” his righteoufnefs, who is daily of-
dered to you in the glorious gofpel. O-plead for a
[day of his power, making all of you willing to em-
brace him. ~ Receive him wholly in all his offices, as”
your alone and complete Saviour, defiring to be found
an himy not having your awn ‘righteoufnefs which is
o the law, but the righteaufnefs of God which. is by
Jaith in Chrif, And endeavour tq live a life of faith
D2 upon
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upon him; and O that out of bis fulnefs you mayl,
daily receiving, and grace for grace ! |

4t0, Count what religion may coft you. 1t s e
profefing Chyift in'a time of profperity ; but wly
fuch days come as [ have feen (and from which mﬁ,l
the Lord ever preferve this poor land) ] am afraiqi
that many would go back. But lay your-account wi
the very worft that can happen and refolve tﬁrongli
grace to cleave to Chrift, his truth and way all yoy
days, Atsxi. 3. 0 7 e TR

§#9, Daily read and gnaeavour to be well acquajy,
ed with the holy feriptures, from which YOu may dry
true wifdom and real knowledge, o

6t9, Study foundnefs in the fajth; and, for this
end, read found books ; make the Confeflicn of Faif}
and Catechifms perfect 'yoyf own; fhun the com§
pany of fuch as are eitKer af unfound principles o}
unfuitable converfations,” It 'was ¢ good advice dE

1

worthy Mr. Dyer, ‘% Hear the beft minifters, read the
“ beft books, and keep the beft company.” ©
7mo, Wait clofe upop God in the way of his orfi}
nances. Be frequent and fervent In prayer; and i
every thing with prayer, fupplication, and thank(giving, g
make your yequefls known to Goed. He is a faithf ;j
friend, and able and willing to help.” Be often put§
ting up heart ¢jaculations, which may be of great uft §
for fixing yoyr hearts when employed in the affairs o ;
this world. "Watch over your hearts in' the time of ;

duty, and pray that God may~by his holy Spirit make §

¥

the word effectysl fqr'yoqr falvatjon,

8vo, Let your difcourfe be favoiiyy, your wholt
converfation grave and ‘circumfpect, " fuitable to the
profefion yoy have made. Remember, ‘you hax |
many eyes- upon . you: the wicked will have theit §
€yes upon you, waitig for "youy halting,  and, if §
you carry not fuitably, will be ready to reproach the |
ways of (God on your account s the eyes of the godly. &
are upon you, who will Fejoice to fce you wallging ;
AL j . L T Cr e s - i o iﬁ‘l
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%;n God’s ways, and will be gri;ch for every flip that
Zyou make ; the eye of confcience 15 always on youy
fbut above all the eye of a holy and jealous God,
#to whom you muft give an account of all your ac-
§tions ; wherefare endeavpur to approve yourfelves to
nim.
gmo, You -are pow fetting out in the world in
Some one profeflion or other: be diligent and faith-
Bful therefore in your refpetive buline(s. Beware
Sof idlenefs and floth, which is the mother of all
wvices: and lgt the glory of God, and your be-
Bug ufeful in your generation, be ftill in view,
Eond pray to him for fuccefs in your lawful endea.
Bours.
B Thefe direCtions ¥ give, as moft ncceflary for you
#n all circumftances. I fhall conclude with a few ad-
B¥ices to you in your prefent fituation; as,
¥ 1ff, Keep your meetings punQlually.
¥ 2dly, Obferve your rules finiltly ; and, if any thing
be blame.worthy in the condudt of any member, ad.
*J? 'oni[_h him in Iﬂ\’ei |
4 3dly, Be edifying in your converfation; and, for
ighat end, always chufe in your meetings fome hesd of
flivinity for difcourle. | .
g 4thly, 1recommend to you humility. Be not lifted
Bp, as if you were beyond others, fince the Lord has
glone good to your fouls : #hat have ye that ye have
pot received? and if ye have received ity why are you
proud ? 1 Cor. iv. 1.
 5thly, Take heed whom you admit as members of
your {ociet}'. Let them be of pious inclinations,
jound 1n their principles, of a fuitable walk, and fuch
A8 will not fpread what is among you, and fuch as are
Eealous for the intereft of Chrift.
. I take your writing of me very kindly; and, if
b any thing you need my advice and counfel, pray
ct me know, and it fhall -not be wanting. I cons
?udc with the words of the apoftle, 1 Thefl. v. 23.
(he very God of peace fanttify you wholly ; and I proy
’ . God
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God your whale [pirit, foul and body may be prefery,

dlamelefs to the cosing of our Lord Fefus Chrift. [ ay
fincerely,

TorPHICHEN, April

14th, 1740. Tour Souls Well-wifber aili

Servant in the Lord,

Joux- Boxas.}

Dear avd worthy Gentleme, }
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AN is 3 creature made for fociety; it is not
E V@ meet for him to be alone ; his joys are taftelefs
1hi] he has none to whom he can communicate them ;
11d his forrows are unfupportable without fome to
&ympathize with him. Solitude, for the moft part, at
fonce, wearies and weakens the mind, while the com-
aauy of our friends alleviates our paias, and gives a
fpcculiar relith to all our pleafures. This powerful
principle, this prevailing turn of mind, was, no doubt,
fimplanted in our natures, for ends and purpofes worthy
! infinite wildom and goodnefs, and appears calculat-
®d, at once, for the improvement and happinefs of
fnankind ; yet, alas | how oft is this (as indeed ‘2l the
Biher gifts of God) perverted and proftituted to the
Worft and moft fatal of purpofes, to the debafing of
fdociety itfelf, and the ruin of multitudes of fouls| .
¥ This is an evil of the moft dangerous confequences;
And, it 1s hoped, it will not be amifs, to inquire, Firff,
#nto the caufe of this prevailing evil: and, Secondly,
RAfter the preventing means for rectifying or prevent-
ing it.

gﬁrﬂ, The caufes of this dreadful abufe of the {o-
cial temper, will readily appear, on confidering,

L 1. That the generality of.mankind have no wife, no
juft rule, by which they choofe their companions.
Multitudes found their friendfhip on no better grounds,
than fome involuntary relations, fome cafual alliances,
or parity of circumftances, and the fame fort of edu-
Cation. A fimilitude of tempers and charaters, ca-
lual engagements®in the affairs of civil life, party at-

Rchmen;s and prejudices, and the like, give rife to
he intimacies of many peeples and, what is worft of

o ool
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. all, too many inftances fhew, that like lufts and vicy
produce a mtoft intimate correfpondence, and clofe fe.
Jowlhip. The liater of God and of inftruétion think
himfelf happy in the company that can turn rehgion
mto ridicule, and caft the words of the Lord behind
them. The unjuft perfon readily joins with the thief
in fin; the unclean wretch will foon be perfuaded to
become partaker with the vile adulterer ; and the ma
Mcious and envious readily relifh a company, whol|
tongues are given to evily and whofe mouths frani
deceit. Societies formed on fuch flight or crimini
grounds, as they are directed by no juft rule in chuf
ing each other: So, | | N
2. They have no valuable end, no ufeful purpofe ir}
view 3 and therefore no right; no virtuous rules, fof}
regulating their converfation, or directing their ftiend}
Mhips. It would be an overftraining of charity, to think;
that, in fuch focieties, the queftion” would be; Howg
to inftruct ! Or how to be edifhied ? How to improvw§
each others minds? Of how to reform ecach othenj
morals 7 On the contrary, fat, and experiéncé, conf
firm the judgment our reafon inuft make of perfonsfi
united. The grand defign of fuch affociations is, ti
pleafe, and to be pleafed; to amufe, to divert, ani§
make each other merry, is the fole purpofe; to fif}
whatever we think may be agreeable, to do whatever§
may be acceptable to thefe we affect; to flatter exchi
others paflions; and to join, without remorfe, in¢}
very lult, and every vice our companions incline to, ii§
all that is requifite to conflitute one a friend, and g
intimate in fuch focieties.-—--~<While {uch principles§
govern the converfation and entertainment, what mult§
the end be? We always find, that fuch communic§
tions, by degrees, erafe any remaining fenfe of God and §
virtue ; they incapacitate the foul for every focial org
religious duty, fear. the confcience againt all challen§
ges,.confirm the habits of the moft criminal vices, untit§
eftates are oft ruined, health broken, and body and§
fpirit worn out in the flavery of fin, give us melancholf
inftancts i
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‘mhiftances of the fruits of iniquity in this life, and juft
Ercbodiug’s of the more dreadful forrows i muft bring
&n us in an eternal ftate.

J 3.. Thefe fatal evils are not confined to fuch focietiga
Blone.-+--=-Confirmed habits ‘of vice ftrip the foul of
f modelty and decent referve, and wear out all fenfe
f thame. Vicious perfons foon come to glory in their
#hame, to declare their fin as Sodom ; they are often
ffieard in promifcuous companies, avowing their Liber-
Bne principles, and boafting of their abandoned prac-
#ces; things fo conformable to corrupt nature, as
% {teal upon unguarded minds; like the fubtile poi-
#n, they pleafe the tafte, and flatter the fenfes, until.
[Bey feize upon the whole frame, and work themfelves
igto our very conftitution. Thus does the infetion
@ vice run from one to another, until the diftemper
$ecomes epidemic, and private follies grow up to na-.
Motal crimes. R
® What pity is ity that {fuch a noblé temper of mind,
#8 fociality, fhould become the channel of vile iniquis
3es, and the fpecious name by which our compliance
th wicked perfons is gilded ! what a pity is it, that
s difpofition, fo wifely calculated by infinite wifdom,
apr adminiftering inftrudtion, improvement, comfort,
etional and folid delight, fhould be fo abufed, as to
jicld nothing but falfe and empty thadows of thefe
Moble advantages ; and, in the mean time, bring on a
guining load of guilt and forrow | eould we prevail
fin mankind, to beware of this dangerous evil ; could
g perluade them, to take the methods which ferip-
girc and reafon direéts to, in order to fhun fuch faial
gommunications ; could we direét them to the propex
grprovement of the {ocial charalter, it would be one’
great ftep, both towards a public and perfonal reform- -
gtion.  This leads me, -
§ Secondly, To- inquire into the pioper method for .
: Ctifying or preventing this fatal abufe.~---For this
purpole, the following rules are univerfally known,
fnd often preferibed 3 but it muft not be thought trif-

E - g
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ling to mention them, or to infift on them, uutil pee
ple be prevailed on, to direct their friendfhips by them
1. That in the choice of our companions, w
{hould, with the utmoft caution, fhun all intimag
with perfons of vicious principles or immoral practic,
- Every body pretends a foudnefs for what they o
good company; but the generality {cem to meann
more by this expreflion, than a fondnefs for perfon
who can moft efleCtually divert them (perhaps fron
the molt important cares, or molt eflennial duties o
life} or for fuch as moft readily join them, in their hu
mours, peflions, parties, or even- in ‘their favouriy
vices : but, if «ve would fuffer words to retain they
proper meaning, if we would not put bitter for fwed
and {weot for bitter, .or call evil good, and good evi}
we muft reckon the man, wholie principles are immp
r3l, or his prattice vicious, a dangerous, a bad compaf
nion, however {acetious and diverting, or how capabij
{oever he may be, to amufe or humour us. 'Whereig
- wye find a perfon undervaluing the obligations of reh?
gionand reafon, where we find one aflerting or admif
ting principles inconfiftent with Chriftianity, or th
jnterefts of faciety, where we find one indulging hin
{elf in the practice of any known folly. or vice, whatt}
ver Tuch perfon’s-facultics be, whatever their ftationoy
chataCter be, we mufl, as commanded, 2 Thefl. iis. 68
Withdraw frem fuch as walk diforderly, and not oftn}
the tradition recetved from the apoftles.
- One fhould think this rule would effeCtually deterg
mine pegple, when perfons are known to be openi
profligate, or grofsly fcandalous, That, in fush calts}
every one, who retains the moral fenfe; would fay wit]
Jacob, Gen xlix. 6.:0 my foul, come not thou into thilf
Jecret; unta_their aflembly mine honour be not 1
united  But there is a certain fatal, though unoofery
. ed prefumption, lodging in every breaft ; at firlt W§
Jook on fuch perfons with horror? and conclude 1t 1m§
_poilible for us to become like them ; we think ourfel®f
incapable of being reconciled to their ways, much lﬁ{:
| CApAE
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i%;apﬂb]ﬁ to imitate them; but, alas! we find, by many
wexpcriences, that all that is needed ts but to aflociate

i N

#with fuch perfons, and we will foon come, not only
%o refemble, but even to equal their crimes. The
Borror we at firft, conceived againll thieir principles
fand practices: foon wears offy and. thefe, from being
®amiliar, foon become agreedble..-----We are brought
: nfenGbly to indulge in fome follies, which, by being
Briore common,, are thought lefs criminali--.--It is but
$a-flep from a {naller to-a greater arime, and the une
#wary perfon, who once indulges  himfelf in intimacies
$with viglous companions, readily goes from: Bad to
Bworfe, until, by.degrees, he arrives: at the height of
Bmpiety, and {o to extreme and irrecoverable mifery.

R . The fame dangerous evils threaten {uchintmacies as
Bmay be formed among perfons, whaj though of inne-
&cent charallers, yet propofe no other end by their
friendthips, than pleafure and diverfion:  When: thefe
gare the only purpofes of their focieties, every thing is
peadily difpenfed with,.that ftands‘in the way of thems
fithe molt neceflary duties are: neglected’; their paflion
ifor pleafure foon leads them from things: merely amuf-
@i, to thefe vices, which, by being fathionable, or
gdelightful, come to appear lefs horrid: and,. as has
f0een: already obferved, if once we erniter intd a vicious
life, we will very foon fink in- wickednefs: | |

. Thefe ohfervations are confirined to us by daily ex-
ipericace, and fhould therefore. determine mankind
jwith the utmolt caution, to fhun all intimacy with
ithofe whofe converfation' may féduce; or with thofé
irom whofe friendfhip we bave no. reafonable profpect
of fome folid benefit; or, at leafty a profpet of com-
municating fome benefit to-them y---cipeciallg, as we
’l_mc the exprefs command of the facred oracles, to this
very purpofe, 2 Cor. v. 11. Ir dnyman that is called
a brother, a fornicator,. or covetous, or' an-idolater, or
¢ raslery or a drunkardy or an extortioner, we muft not
only give upintimacy with fuchj but are commandeg
with fuch an opg no not to eat. Nay, the fcripture

E? {peaks
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fpeaks of the fociety of evil-doers, as really inconfiftent
with a religious courfe of life; and therefore t
Plalmift ‘fays, Pfal. cxix. 115, Depart from m,
ye wickedy for I have purpofed to keep the comman
sments of my God.---Indeed, while we are dply afteded
with the danger arifing from fuch fociety, we will jon
with the prayer of the Plalmift, Pfal. xxviii. 3. Qrail

*

me not away with the wicked,

2. The fame reafons, which fhould determine ust
{hun the fellowfhip of vicious perfons, fhould engap
us to choofe, as our companions, perfons of fucha)
charatter, as that their friendfhip and converfatiog
may tend to the real and folid purpofes of fociety;
that is, to improve each others minds ; to forn? eahf
others manners; to encourage one another in the wag
of truth and righteoufnefs; to comfort one anothers
under our feveral diftrefles, of whatever nature’; to adg
" vife one another, in all intrjcacies, to fhare in the joyi}

or bear a part in the griefs we mutually feel; to fon}
with one another in religious exercifos; and,
word, to keep up with us, the communijon of fainti}
in the moft intimate manner. N

Perfons difpofed and qualified for fuch friendfhigg
as this, are peculiar bleflings to all converfant Wity
them, and fingularly dear to fuch. as ave of a fimilarf
character, and have the happinefs of being intimatt
with them. If therefore we would, like the Plalmil g
Be o companion of all them that fear Gody and of tho}
that keep his. commandments, we will alfo, like him
have our delight in the faints that are in the eatth, the
excellent, &¢. A wife and well difpofed perfon, thould §
for this caufe, look out for his friends-and companions §
among gerfons of fuch a charalter as this, Da #
find one maintajning a high fenfe of facred truths; b §
affeCtions engaged to things that are excellent, his con §
duct of a piece with his profefliun, and his intimates §
of the fame charalter with himfelf 7 Such an one weé §
pught to affeét; his friendfhip is indeed urqgthykour
. IR ' feeking B
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& eeking it; and, if we ftudy the {fame things, we will
Breadily obtain that blefling. o -
5% Bad as the world is, we may upon due inquiry find
Smany fuch companions as thofe defcribed ; (at 'eaft,
Smany whofe ambition it 15, to attam to {fuch a charac~
M¥¢er as this I have mentioned 3 whom we are therefore
Zhound to efteem, and to delightin.)  And how affree-
'i muft fuch a focigty be? fuch valuable friends
@be(t know their own happinefs, and will readily be de»
Bermined to what I am to name as a third rule, viz.

8 1. That we fhould be at all pains to cultivate and
gimprove our {riendthip with our Chriftian companions,
WA defire after Chriftian fellowthip natively flows from
@thefe very principles which make a wife man love and
Welteem his friend : namely, to attain the real, and va-
uable ends of fociety; and with this view, virtuous
@intimates ought to enter into the clofeft engagements
Bone with another j--:--to take all opportunities which
Wconvenjency can allow, for converfing one with anoe
Bther, and to devote their leifure hours to the amiable
gexercife of Chriftian fellowihip.with eack other. [

4.7,

itherefore propofe it, as one of the moft effectual and
grxcellent methods for improving the focial temper and

Rrharalter; ¢ That fuch Chriftian friends fhould form
@ themielves into a regular fociety,. having fixed and
& ftated times, and places of meeting ; for the more ef-
g fectual attaining, or communicating the ufeful pur-
# pofes of friendihip.”
§ While I propofe this method, I am fenfible, that
p zreat many perfons are not {atisficd of the realonable-
gnels of religious affociations, or fellowthip meetings, or
Hociety meetings, as they are fometimes called. Many
pbjections are made againft this method, by pérfons of
Fl characters.  Some queftion, whether we have any
arrant from {cripture for fuch focieties ! Some object
A great many evils which have {prung or may arife
from the ahufe, or mifmanagement of them. Some
are determined againft fuch meetings, becaufe the
c-.urch of Scotland (in that time,. which fome think
* ' he.
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hier pureft) has declared againft them; 2nd even thyl

people who otherwife approve: of fuch meetings, com,

plain that many rules-would be requifite to prevent i

many evils, which human imperfetion readily pro

duces in them. . + '
I thall therefore with all humility effay,

- I..To fhow that we havea real warrant for fuch fo
cieties, both fromrferipture, and. the reafonablenefs o
the thing. S *

I1. I fhall endeavour to obviate fuch objections, asl
have heard againft them, . |

IIE I fhall offer fome regulations, for preventin
the evils or inconveniencies complained'of, and for th
more effe€tually obtaining the valuable: purpofes of fud;
religious engagements. . ~ _;

I. I am to fhow, That the fcriptures, and the re:}
fonablenefs of the thing, give a real and encouragin
warrant for fuch focial engagements, as thofe we norj
foeak of ; and to this-purpofe let us obferve, 3

Firft, Thefe many paffages of fcripture; which by
reprefenting Chriftians, as flanding in the deartl)
and moft ‘intimate_relations to each other, do pois
out the obligation they lie under to maintain the mol}
intimatefellowfhip and correfpondence with eachother)
which their refpeCtive circumftanees, and fituation i
admit of. Thus they are reprefented as. fellow:citizen)
Eph. ii. 19 who have the fame privileges, and i}
fame_ interefts: Ae fellow foldiers, Phil "ii. 25. whg
have the fame enemies and warfare : As fellow feryanti§
Rev. vi. 11. who have one mafter, one tafk, anecr
ward : as children of the fame father, and heirs of th]
fame inheritance, Rom. viii. 17.- And therefors, 2}
brethren, as members of the fame body, and every iy
tnembers one of another, Rom. xii. 5. and thus ftandinfg
in the deareft, and moft indiffoluble relation that ¢inf
be reprefented.---If then it is natural for fellow citizenig
when in a foreign country, to-feek out each other;~}§
if-people of the fame dialect and manners readily joog
in {ociety with one another;..-if the fervants ai tnh;

i . | -
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Pame malter claim a fort of relation to each other ;--.-
2t (he children of the fame father look on themfelves
s having joint interefts, and as feparate from others ;
3--if thefe relations engage them to intimate affocia-
$3ions ; how much more thould Chriftians be engaged to
#the moft clofe correfpondence, and the moft familiar
Bntercourfe with one another? Are they not fellow-
Skitizens with the faints, though in a ftrange land.?
BAre they not difciples sf the fame Lord, and fervants
Bof the fame fovereign Malter ? .Are they not expofed to
Bhe fame encmies, to the fame, or at leaft, to like dif-
$ficulties, dangers, and dilftreffes 7 Have they not one
Bnterelt and Liope? Is not then a ftriter union, a more
@mnicdiate intimacy, and a clofer degree of correfpond.
nce, ncceffary for the mutual fupport and fuccour of
Chriftians, in matters of infinite importance, than what
s requifite for the little and low concerns of human
Wife ! Lvery body allows it to be a wife and reafonable
ghing, that people of the fame profeflion, who are en-
%aped together in bufinefs or trade, fhould form thems
elelves into clubs or {ocieties; in order to inform each
@ther of whatever mzy be for their interefls : to confult
gand advife together, for re&ifying what may be amifs,
®r for improving their joint benefit: Is it not a more
Bcafonable and wife thing, that Chriftians, who are u-
fnited by fuch intimate relations, whofe interefts and
goangers are fo much-the fame, fhould gather togethex
pn fovial meetings, in order to inftrut, to admonifh,
Jto comfort, to encourage each- other; .in one word. to
coufuit together, and jointly to engage in fuch exercifes,
§75 may promote their common interefls, and may tend
fio the immediate benefit of every particular? Though
1 do not fay, that wé cannot difcharge the obligations,
which the relations mentioned lay us under to each
yother, without fuch. engagements as thefe propofed ;
yet I think Tmay at leaft affert, that fuch engagements
fare the moft proper, the moft diret, and moit effectual
_'mEtthds for this end. But this confideration will aps
PCar 1 a ftronger light, by obferving,
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Secondly, The many paflages of {cripture whicl e
, prefsly recommend religious {ellowfhip to us; and
order to that, focial cngagements one with anethe,
Such is the injunction of the wife man, Eccl. iv. g, 12}
Two are better than one, becaufe they have a good ri
ward for their labour ; for if thcy fall, the one will i}
up bis fellow ; but wo to him that is alone when be jal
lethy for he hath not another to help him up again. [}
two lic topether, then they have heat, but how can o
be warm alone ? dnd if ene prevail cgainft bim, tug
Soall withffund him. A threefold cord is not eafily br§
fen. Dut what 1s more to our purpofe, we hnd fuch
locial engagements exprelsly recommended, with if
view to thele very ends and purpofes, which are prog
pofed by fociety meetings.  As 1/, For increafing ouf
knowledge of the ways of God : thus the apoltle com§
mands, éul. 1. 16. Let the word of Chrift dwell in yufg
richly, iv all wifaom, teaching and admonifbing in Pfleing
and hymns, and [pirtiual jsngs. 241y, For the more eftec ;
tual exercife of Chriftian fympathy with one another§
In fuch focieties as are propofed, we can open ouf
breafts, and tell our forrows, our weaknefles, and griefs &
to our Chriftian friends, (at Jeaft with more freedomj
than to any others) and may hope to firid in them tha§
friendly difpolition. required, Rom. xv, 1, 2. e ting
that are Jlrong ought to bear the infirmities of the weans
and not to pleafe ourfelves, but let every one.of us pleaf
his neighbour, for his good to edification. Or that focil B
temper commanded, Gal. vi. 2. Bedar ye one anothini§
burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Chrifi. "While we harcQ
the opportunity of fulfilling the command, James v. 10. 3
Confefs your faults one to ancthber, and pray for one anr g
‘ther that ye may be healed.  3dly, Such focieties s fur§
ther intended, for Chriftians encouraging one another g
in the ways of godlinefs, and {o one of the moft effec-§
tual methods for fulfilling the apoftolic precept, Heb B
X. 24, 5. Let us confider one ansther, to proveke un g
20 love, and to good works.  Not forfaki.g the affembiin B
of ourfelves segethsr, ag the manner of fome is, ﬁut £ 5
‘ J0r fHip 1=

"
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Birting sne ansther, dnd fo much the more ds ye fee f{fﬁ‘
oy dppisaching.  qihly, Anqtfler end of fcllawfplp
Mcetings, is, that of our -ommunicating our gifts
ind graces, to each others edification: agreeable to
e command of the apoftle, 1 Pet. iv. 10. A5 every
@lan hath received the gift, even [z minifter the fame one
8 another, as good flewards 6 the manifold grace of God.
34lys Such feligious affociations give the beft oppor-
Bnities for Chriftians to a& the part of kind: monitors
§ cach other: and thus to fulfil thie important pre-
Bnts, 1 Thcff. V. 1i. Now we exhort you, brethren,
Qarn them which are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded,
Bpport the weak. And Heb. iit. 13. Exhort one anc-
er daily, while it is called té-day, leff any of you be
Brdencd, through the deceitfulnefs of fin. Gthly, The
Rt ahd indeed one of the moft valuable purpofes of
Wlowlliip meetings I naine, is that of our joining to-
@ther in prayer, praifes, and other fpiritual exefcifes.
fo this we have the moft powerful and engaging en<
guragement, from the words of the bleflfed Redeemer;
Batth. xviil. 19, 20. Again 1 fay unto you, if tws of you
®/l agree upon carthy as tiuching any thing they fhail.
8, 12 fhall be done for them of wy Father who is in hea-
Q1. Lor where two or three are met together in my
gmes ticre 1 am in the midft of themi—=-~-Fo fum up
§'S argument, thefe duties which the fcriptures re-
gire of Chriftians, to each other; feem jmmediately
qunded on the relations {ubliting betwixt them.
Ind both thefe lay them under the ftrongeit obliga-
15, to take the moft proper and effeGual metheds, in
der to difcharge thefe duties, as far as circumflances
opportunitiés- will admit. And it appeass plain,
at withoat fuch intimate focial erigagements as thefe
opofed, the above-niamed duties cannot be eftectually
charged ; biit 6n the other hand, it feems felf-cvi-
nt that fecicty meetings, (when under proper regu-
tons) have the moft immediate tendency to the noble -
'_'50}1;6; W{l;:ch have been mentioned; aqd_.ther_chr:;
FUEl we do not conclu_gle, that ‘fuch focicties are of

) '
, pofitiye
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pofitive divine inltitution, yet we may at leaft wf,
that they have fuch warrant from f{cripture, as loud)
calls every altive Chriflian to be engaged in them, J;
a further confirmation of this, Iet us oblerve,

Thirdly, The encouraging teftimony, whicl: God

the feriptures gives to {uch flocieties: to this purpo
1 thall mention no other than that remarkable paflag,
Mal. iit. 16, 17. Then they that feared tne Lord fpak
-often one to anether, and the Lord hearkencd and heards
and a book of remembrance was written before him fi
them that ‘feared the Lord, and thought upon his nam,
And they fball be mine, faith the Lord of hoftsy in thi
day when 1 make up my jewelsy and I will fpare thema
a man fpareth his fon that ferveth him. This textap
pears to be in the moft exprefs manner, encouragiy
to fuch religious focieties as I .propofe; and I cannd

anderftand it in any other fenfe, than as pointing o

the exercife of the devout Jews : while the moft of thi
people were faying, it is vain to ferve Gody ver. 14.
called the proud happy ; yea they that work wickedu
were [et up.---When religion was openly delpifed, an
vice avowedly encouraged : then thofe who feared th
Lord, who ferved him, and thought upon his nam,
fought each other out, they often met, they often cor
verfed together; they confulted how they might efcap
the pollutions of the world; how they might {uppo
ind eftablifh one another againt the prevailing vicesd
that age; and that they might encourage each otht
in the ways of righteoufnefs. In this view the it

gives us a feripture pattern for the {ocieties pt‘ﬂpﬂffdt
And this leads me to obferve,

Fourthly, That both the Old and New Teltamen'
give us many examples of fuch religious focteties,

feem a very firong warrant for fellowfhip meenngs. |

{hall name but a few.------Under the Old ‘Feftamen
we find Job and his three friends meeting, t0 &

quire why the Lorc contended with him,-and joiumg(
togetlier in prayer -and facrifices,v=-- The example

-

the Plalmit appears yet more exprelsly to our purpufz:
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“she tells us, Pfal. xvi 2. That he delighted in the
‘-g‘faints. He tells us, Pfal. lv 13, 14. That he chofe
2uch as he thought feared God, as his equals, his
ruides and companions, and took fweet counfel toge-
siher with them. And, Pfal. Ixvi, 16. he chearfully
i conmunicates to fuch what {piritual bleflings God had
ibeltowed on him. - Come here, {ays he, all ye that fear
B2Gedy and I «will declare what be hath done for my foul,
83 1)o not thefe texts, compared together, thew that the
% '(almift engaged himfelf in fuch religious correfpond-
M ence with thofx that feared God, as is propofed by fo-
M ciety meetings ?---- ~--If fo, then he gives us fuch an
2 inftance of religious fellowfhip, as warrants Chriftians
@ to engage in {uch focieties.-= ----T'o the fame purpofe
@1 may cit: the examples of Lfther and her virgins,
W Ltther iv. 16. of the devout Jews at the ftreams of
8 Babel, Plal. cxxxvii. 1, &c. and that of Danie] and
#his compariions, Dan. ii. 17, 18. But I rather pro-
R ceed to obferve, ‘['hat the New Teftament affords ma-
Ry encouraging examples to this duty: Such is that
ginfallble one of our bleffed Lord and Mafter, in his
gretired commerce with his difciples, as recorded by all
Bthe Lvangelifts. This we find was a copy given to
§his dilciples, which they accordingly imitated, as ap-
gpbcars from Luke xxiv. 1, 3. John xx. 19, 26, dr.
fand thus give' examples to us. Such is the fociety
t mentioned, Alls i. 14. who all continued with one ace
kcord, in prayer and fupplication, with the women and
¥ Mary the inother of Fefus, and bis brethren.. A&s xii.
$12. we find, that in the hufe of Mary the mother of
} Jolny many were gathered together praying. Such a-.
 nother fociety appears in the houfe of Cornelius (A&ts
<. 27.) obtaining fignal favour from God. And A&s
Wi 13. we hear of a fociety accuftomed to meet for
 Prayer- by a river fide.—---- But, without multiplying
cripture texts ot ¢xamples, I fhall conclude all § haye
{aid concerning icripture warrant for fociety meetings,
'rh_)' obferving, That the great purpofe of fuch is {pi-
‘4l conference and prayer; and therefore, every

I 2 {cripture,
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fcripture, recommending thefe duties, may Ju{l]yln
confidered as favouring, yea warranting fuch focjal enf;
gagements as thefe we plead for ; efpecially confider}
mg,

Fifthly, That fuch religious aflociation is, 1 fel
a reafonable and wife method for attaining or com
municating the real and folid benefits of friendflip}
What has been {lud coz;cernmg the relatmns m which§
Chriftians {tand qne to another, feems not only to proved
that fuch focieties are reafenable, but even that theg
are requifite. ~All that remajps then, is for the encovf
ragement of Chr;i’qans, to point out fmne of thefe al

¥
T

vantages which are to be attained by fuch fellowfhip
when duly regul ited. And, 1/, Such a method off
cotrefpendenee is. of great ufe for communicating anif
receiving knowledge. What we hear in converfatio§
with others, is generally, I 'may fay always, better urp
derftood, and more cffeCtually retained than what wf
read by ourfelves, or even hear in fermops.  The rer]
fon of this is obvious, viz. That what paffes in gon§
verfation falls more lmmedlately and more mt:mately |

under our confideration. . While ‘we hear the opink

-

ons of others o1 the fubje& we have at the fame time
the opportunity of reafoning on it, judging of ity and}
exprefling ovr own fentmlents of it’; by which-means|
the evidence of truth appears n a clearer light 3 ow)
1deas of it are more dll’un& and the impreflion mude

en the mind by’ 1t, is, at once more hvely and mot §
]a{tmg What iniprovement then, may be expedted

in knowledge, when every member brings along with|

him what he has come to know in readmg, hearing, §
meditating, ov in the courfe of experience ‘or provif
.dence, and makes thefe the fubject of his converfation |
with. his Chriffian intimates? By’ this means, 2di |
The mind comes to be more decply affected, and more |
influénced by facred thmgs- while we talk of thelt §
things ‘with one another, a.fenfe of them grows upiJ" .

‘the heart; they appear in their true light and real im-
ﬂortance. I‘his i$ an advantage of unfpeakable jme

portanm :

¢
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E portance, as it has the ftrongeft tenc_ltency, 3dly, To
engage our affeclions to heavenly objects and attain-
{ ments, and to alienate them {rom vanities ; the more
t we Jearn of the evil -of fin, the more will we grieve for
[it, and hate jt; the more we know of our exalted $a.
Eviour, the more will we adore and love him, and with
:he more ardour will we feck after him; the more we
Fknow of the excellency of the divine precepts, our
findignation at fin will be quickened, and our defires
after yniverfal holinefy will become more ardent ;

Jand the more we know of the blefled fruits of righte- .

oufuefs, our feryour and activity will increafe in pro-
gportion. -And thus, 4244, Such fellowfhip. proves
i excellent mean for encouragmg a Chriltian in his
courfe, for cdmf_orting him when under difcourage~
gments, and for reviving when ready to faint by the
dway. Many tirpes does the devout, though difcou-
fraged foul, find the truth of the {cripture proverb,
Lrov. xxvii. 19. 4r iron fharpeneth iron, fo a man
oarpenctly the countenance of his friend. Oft has the
EChriftian, when ready to fink with heavinefs, com-
Bplaining of his cold heart, and ftageering faith, found
i lively feeling” of divine truths, a glowing love, and
gtranfporting hope, arifing from fuch fellowthip ; and
fthat prace, which, without {piritual correfpondence,
fis ready to die, is oft by fuch fociety quickened and
increal’ed, as live coals, which, when {cattered, foon
fextinguith, but, when kept together, burn with a
righter flame.  Such companions, like labourers en-
raged in one tafk, or fellow travellers on the fame
toad, do, by fuch fellowfhip, chear each othet to their
work 3 they ftir up the gracc that is in them; they
jput one another in remembrance of thejr obligations,
tlietr duty, their danger, and their glorious prefpedt,

Prove means of procuring for each other dire(tion,

comfort and aid. ~ g£hly, Such intimacies give the beft
Opportunities for. mutual admonitions, for their com-

mon fecurity, againft the many hazards they run, of
{werving

whiic, by mutual lympathy, tounfel and prayer, they-

L
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fwerving from duty, through the influence of
world, and the craft of the wicked one, an advantag
which every one who knows the depravity of his ow
mind, will highly value. To all thefe advantages k¢
me add, 6¢hly, Lhe peculiar benefits which are toh
obtained in the exercile of prayer. There is not ouly
a peculiar beauty in focial religion, but the feripture
and experience affure us, that peculiar bleflings are
he obtained in the exercile of it. When two or thre:
are met together, in the name'of the Lord Jefus, and
united to one another in love, do with one heart agr
in putting their prayers to their Father in heaven, wh
can tell the blefled efficacy of fuch an exercife? The
benefit is not confined to themfelves ; the congregation
the country fide, the nation itfelf ta which they per
tain, oft reap the advantage, and obtain the blcl}l:mg
from the hearer of prayer. Had but five righteous pex
{ons been found in the wicked city of Sodom, &e. then
ruin had been prevented. The prayers of Mordec
and the devout Jews prevailed to difappoint the mof
dangerous fcheme that ever was formed againit that peo-
ple. Daniel and his companions obtained the revels
tion of the king's dream, and faved both themfelv
and the wife men of Babylon from impending deltruc
tion. 'The religious fociety affembled in the houfe of
Mary, and praying for Peter, obtained their requel
for the deliverance of the apottle, while yet they wex
putting it up.  In a word, we may fay of the praje
of faith, Heb. xi 33. That through it the faints re
ceived promifes. And indeed the experience of all tla
ever obferved God’s appearances for his church and
neople in any age, confirm the fcripture teftimony on
this head, and concur in affuring us, that where Gol
15 pleafed to pour out a fpirit of prayer, it 19 a newr
failing fign of his being about to beifow the molt dit
tiaguithing bleflings of his gracious providence. |

On the whole, I prefume it appears evident, that the
{eriptures, and the reafonablenefs of the thing jtfelfy

aive us a real and encouraging warrant for fuch focia
cngngf-
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{cngagements as thefe we propofe. That_we ought
therefore to regard fociety meetings, as a wife and ex-
ellent method, which, by its concurrence. with that
E;\rong turn our minds have to fociety, has a nobie in-
ifluence in fecuring us againft the fatal evils we are ex-
fnofed to, by correfpondence with perfons of vicious
fprinciples, or immoral practices; and, at the {fame
ftime, has an immediate tendency to procure for us that
f(itisfaction, that improvement, and all thefe advan-
ktapes which are the ultimate ends of the focial temper.
2And I cannot but think, ‘that the conhderations men-
ftioned would engage every ferious Chrifban to feek
fout, and join himfelf to fuch focieties, was 1t not that
gthey apprehend, that fuch meetings have been, cr. may
dbe attended with bad confequences, or that they
gthink fome other objeftions relevant to determine
fthem to decline fuch fellowfhip. 1 therefore proceed
dto the fecond thing I propofed,
$ 1I. To enquire into thefe objetions whiciy have
theen made agamft fellowfhip meetings, and endeavour
kto obviate them. |
% 'The following are the principal, if not the only ob.
gections I have had occafion to hear made aguainft this
gy |
§ [irfl, That, in many inflances, their belt purpofes
fhiave been perverted ; that, by mifmanagements, they
fhave proven feminaries of ervor, divifion, contention,
sand ichilm, which, not confined to the fociety, has
foften weakened the hands of gofpel minifters, and has
feven embroiled the country fide, yea, the church itfelf.
§----~In anfwering this, it muft be owned, that fome-
jtimes the evils complained of have happened. But we
emult obferve, 1/, That it is allowed that thefe evils
tdo not flow from religious focieties as fuch, but only
tthrough mifmanagement : fo that if any regulations
can be propofed, by which fuch abufe may be pre-
vented, the objeCtion muft fall of courfe (and how far
thfs s qbtained, by the rules offered in the {equel of
01 difcourfe, the reader will judge.) Bat, 2dl, It
- appears,
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appears, that fuch religious aflociations are exceller
methods, warranted by feripture, and tending to pro
cure the noble advantages tor Chriftians daly exercifyf
ii them 3 and, to aflert that fuch afe to be negleled
by ourfelves, or difcouraged in others, becaufe of pof
fible mifmanagements or abufes, muft be very abfur)
It is certain the pulpit itfelt has been abufed and pn
ftituted to the worlt of purpofes ; too often it has cey
ed from being an oracle of God, and has become a
incentive to murders, rebellions, maflacres, and whs
not? We ftill Tee it perverted in fome inftances, i
fpread errors, {chifms, contention, and divifiow, amony
Chriflians.  But would any man that prafeifes religion
fay, ‘That therefore preaching fhould be altogether
fupprefled ? No furely! we would readily propof
that where the pulpit 15 thus abufed, fuch preachen
ought to be reftrained, and the whole order laid unde
proper regulations ; and undoubtedly the fame reafos
ing {*ould take place here, or, if it is not admirted,
the argumeat will carry us to the moft unreafonabl
extravagancies, If this be a conclufive argument
that focieties, meeting for prayer and fpiritual confer
ence, have been mifmanaged, and thercfore ought tobe
deferted and fupprefled 5 it will equally hold as a good
argument, fome focieties of private men have hatched
treafon ; and therefore, no private men fhould, at anf
time, meet together ; or, there is no facred ordinanc
nor civil inftitution, which has not a&tually been, or
at lealt may be abufed ; and therefore the whole d
both thefe {hould be for ever fuppreffed.  And thus i
the objeltion be of any force, it concludes as ftrongly.
againft almoft all engagements in fociety, as againit the
religtous inftitution we plead for.

Secondly, There 1s another objeftion much urged o
gainft {ociety meetings; namely, That the churcho
Scotland have, by their direCtory for fecret and privatt
worfhip, which is ratified by their a&, Auguft 24th
1647, Sefl. 19, Set 7. declared fuch meetings mte-
desable. 'Lheir words are thefe, - Whatever hate

¢ been
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b 4 cen the effects and fruits of meetings of perfons of
b divers families, in the times of corruption and trou-
 ble (in which cafes many things are commendable,
F which otheiwife are not tolerable) yet when God
f 1ath blefled us with peace and purity of the gofpel;
E fuch meetings of perfomns of divers families are to l_{é
b difapproved, as tending to the hi_ndrance of the relia
E aions exercife of each family by itfelf, to the preju=
% dice of the public miniftry, to the reiiting of the fas
E milies of particular congregations; and in procefs of
ime, of the twhole kirk, befides many offences
f which may come thereby, to thé hardening of the
f hearts of carnal men; and grief of the godly.”-sse-
¥hatever regard I have for that body of men, who
Bnitituted that aflembly ; et [ muft take the liberty
b obfeive; 1/f, That it i1s our happinefs, that that
ft, AT 1638, December 17. {efl. 23, 24. 15 NOt NOW
¥ force; by it they ofdain, * That from henceforth,
 no fort of perfon, of whatfoever quality or degree,
k be permitted to fpeak.or write againft the faid con=
¥ feflion (that is the national covenarit,) this aflembly,
B or any at of this affembly, and that under the pain
€ of incurring the cenfures of this kirk.” It may be
Bafonably thought that a body of men fo jealous of
feir credit, and {0 apprehenfive of the cenfures which,
ight be made on their ¢ondut, as to pafs {uch an

as this, (fo tyrannical, and laying fuch a heavy re-
gaint on the fréedom of convetfation among perfons

whatever quality or degree) would of courfe; and
om the fame motives prohibit all fuch meetings as
ight at any time exaniine or complain of their pro-
edings. Not that I think it allowable for fociety
eetings to canvafs of cenfure the proceedings of af-
smblies : (the contrary will appear in its proper place.)
ut I dare fay every thinking perfon will agree with,
¢ Rev. Mr. Currie in his effay on feparation, :n pro-
ouncing both the above-cited ats to be unreafonable,
?lwarrantable, and tyrannical.----- --But the affembly
cems to give fome plaufiblg reafons for prohibitih
’ ( " fuch
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fuch meetings. Let us then, 2dfy, See of why

- force they are. 1ff, The aflembly fpeaks of the
as allowable, vea commendable in times of trou:
and corruption, but not tolerable while we enjy
peace and purity of the gofpel- Strange! That
is our duty to join in conference and prayer when
danger or trouble, and yet mntolcrable when en_jo)"nﬁ
peace, &¢. In times cf corruption and trouble, s
doubt Chriftians will be more frequent and fervent:
thefe exercifes, but why muft they be laid afide ind
other events 7---No doubt lelt they prefume to cenfu
people, who would be thought infallible. But furthe
15 there any time when Chriftians are not in dang
of corruption, through the influence of perfons of by
principlés and morals ? 1f thercfore fuch meetings
prefervatives againit this danger, are they not alw
commendable £---~---2dly, ‘The aflembly feems to uf
nuate, that all the purpofes of fuch religious meetm;
may be obtained in the exercife of family religion:#
that therefore the meetings of perfons of diverfe fur
lies 15 to be difcouraged, as tending to the hinderm
of the religious exercife of each family by itfelf.-
am aware, that this confideration of family relig
would probably be objefled againft all I have &
about the expediency or neceflity of a religious con
fpondence among Chriftians. I have referred givi
any anfwer to it until now ; when Iam to obferve,
That though family religion is at once lovely, ufef
and indeed neceflary, yet thatintimate religious cor
fpondence propafed by {fellowihip meetings, and
benefits to be obiained by fuch, do appear to be feld
if ever attainable by the exercife of family religion alos
How rarely will we find a fammily, of which all orew
the greater part are either qualified or difpofed forr
ligious converfation ? How oft is a fincere and aci
Chriftian clafied in*a family, whofe other membe:
are abfolutely averfe to religious exercifes 7 And woUl
1t not be exceeding hard te {nuc fuch an one up fros
religious intimacizs ? But, 24/, Let us even fuppﬂlfﬂf
| Wil
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ii]m'ic family difpofed to religious correfpondence with
Hne another, yet Ifee no reafon why fuch correfpon-
Ronce Mould be confined to the family; on the contrary,
B Clriftians are commanded to make their light {hine
Before men, and as every man has received the gift, even
# to minilter the fame one to another, dre. Tt feems
shly reafonable, and even the duty of the members
8t 2 well difpofed family, to enter into fellowihip
Sheetings with neighbouring Chriftians, in order 1 at-
i thefe valuable purpofes. But perhaps it wiil be
il objeCted in terms of the alt, that fuch meetings
BBnd to the hinderance of the religious exercife of each
by itfelt. I mult therefore add, 3dly, That
s rcafon againft fociety meetings feems to be the
ot fingular of any I have ever heard {uggelted.
W ith the f2me reafon we may obje® againft every du-
R of religion, whether public or private, becaufe that
B {ome times they may come to interfere, and fo prove
f@hinderance to one another. For the hinderance al-
fdoed to be given by fellowthip’ meetings to family
$Rligion, cannot be underftood any other way, than
X the one interfering with the other, becaufe in all
fther views, the religious exercifes in which we join
Wth neighbouring Chriftians, render us at once bettey
@alined for family religion, and more difpofed to it.
-~-Lhe other reafons mentioned in this a@ againft
B!lowlhip meetings, have been already taken notice of
i the anfwer to firflt objetion, And T prefume that
gery reader will allow, that this act fo tyrannical in
gcll, and fupported by fuch weak or €xtravagant reae
|ns, ouzht to have no influence to reftrain from en-
BEcments {o reafonable as thefe we propofe.

@ 7hirdly, There is yet another objetion which it will
% cxpected I (hould take notice of, though moftly urg-
gd by perfons from whom no encouragement to reli-
gous focicties of any kind can be expected, It is this,

R

Bhat fuch meetings tend to divert people, whofe bread
gEpends on their daily labour, from attending their
*’i callings, For my part, I thould be as loath as

(z 2 any
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any body, to advife or encourage people to any thing
that fhould prevent their proper labonrs, or keep them
from an honeft induftry for earning their food. Dut
fure no body can think that a few hours once 2.
week, or perhaps, but once a-fartnight, can give any
confiderable hinderance, or prove a real prejudice. On
the contrary, it would feem that fuch religious inter
views thould rather be a furtherance, becaufe the more
lively a Chriftian is in the frame of his own mind, the
more alert will he be in every other exercife: the
more he is eftabljfbed in the principles of Chrilti.
anity, the more confcientjous and diligent will he be,
doing swith all his might, what his hand findeth to do.
‘He will Iabour more chearfully, and alfo more fucce{s-
fully. 5o that if conicience and diligence are valuable
gualities in a work-man, the religions engagements |
recommend, muft be reckoned valugble means for im.
proving thefe .-------The fevereft tafk-mafter will not
grudge the meaneft flave fome hours for relaxation,
and the clofeft application muit allow {ome time for
this purpofe; but relaxation does not confift in the
body or mind’s ceafing from ation, but in changing
the diretion of their aims and exercifes, I would
then afk the mof}, zealous promoter of induftry, whe-
ther of the two he would moft approve of ? Whether
the devout, confcientious, and laborious workman,
who devotes his leifure hpurs to conference and prayer
with his friends of the fame charafter ? Or that man
who affociates himfelf with vain, light or pyofligate
perfons, waftes his gain in ale-houfes, and his leifure
time in folly or crimes ? If the firlk of thefe be his
choice, there can be no room for this objection.

It appears, I think, evidently from what has been
{fawd, That fellowfhip meetings have a real and encou-
raging warrant, both from feripture, and the reafon-
ablenefs of the thing; and that no relevant objection
lies againft them, if fo be they come under due regy-
lations,  This leads me, . i

| - JIL. To
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11I. To ofter fome regulations, for preventing the
inconveniencies and evils complained of, and for the
more cffeCtual obtaining the valuable purpefes of rcli-
gious fellowthip.

Attempts have been made this way already, by very
pood hands, but it is a pity they confinc themfelves
to general obfcrvations and rules, which molt of peo.
ple mind but as generals, and therefore readily in-
dulge themfelves in exceptions. It feems therefore ne-
ceflary to condefcend in the moft particular manner, on
the peculiar caufes of the evils complained of, and on
the proper way to prevent thefe, and of obtaining the
benefits in view. For this end, k (hall, 14, Enquire
into the caufes of the evils complained of; and 1hall
endeavour to keep them in view, while, 24/, I offer
the rules which feem proper for vemedymg thofe evils,
and for procuring the benefits, for which fociety was.
ultimately intended. .

Firfi, The abufes which have fo often crept into-
fociety meetings, and the mifchiefs which flow from
thefe, have, for the molt part, if not altogether, pro-
ceeded from one or other of the following caufes.  Ei-
ther,

1. From the charaters and difpofitions of the
members. Thefe often prove incompatible with the:
union and interefts of {ocieties, efpecially religious ones.
Should we fuppofe a parcel of hypocrites, who have
nothing of religion but a name and profefhon, yet
forming themfelves into a fociety meeting, and car-
rying on the cheat on themfelves, ¢heir fellows, and
the world ; the beft we could expeét from fuch would
be but noife and affeCtation. The fruits of fuch.
meetings muil be to rivet one another in their foolifh
prejudices; and to improve each other in a {hew of
religion, whilft they remain ftrangers to its reality.
To learn apinienativenefs in room of Readinefs, falfe
zeal inflead of true ardour for God, enthufialm in
place of divine influences, haughtinefs {or humility,
fﬂCur_ity inftead of faith, and formality in place of real

godlinefs.
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godhinels. "Where thefe prevail, there, all that {;
complained of or feared from fcllowthip meetings,
does natively artfe.  Men do not look for grapes from
thiftles, nor for figs from thorns; and we may {ooner
expect that perfons who are ftrangers to the profef-
fion, as well as to the reality of religion, fhould attain
the ends of fociety meetings, than thofe wé fpeak of.
But without confining the fuppofition to focietics en-
tirely formed of empty profeffors, we may obferve,
That wherever fuch perfons have accefs and influence,
the like evils appear, though perhaps in a lower de-
gree. If there 15 but one member of a fociety who
has rot the important ends of a Chriftian fellowfhip
i view; who wants no more by bLis memberfhip but
to gain a name and charalter, without being at pains
to deferve it, fuch a man readily is, or will foon become
proud, opinionative, cenforious, affuming, &e. and
while his profeflion blinds weak and diffident Chrifti-
ans, he many times engages them to follow him in
his extravagancies and follies ;7 while he diverts the
fociety from their proper purpofes, he leads them to
courfes quite oppofite.--—~Thefe confiderations ought
to engage us to the utmoft caution in chufing our
companions, and admitting members into our focie-
ties, and for thele reafons 1 have infifted the more on
them. DPut what we ought _tc confider more atten-
tively is, that even where per{ons who are really exer«
cifed in godlinefs are aflociated together; and where
we might hope for the happiclt effets, yet even there
the fkill of Satany and the deceitfulnefs of our own
hearts, defeat our hopes and bring-on a fad reverfe
of them. Oft does tha: enemy of our fouls {though
we are not ignorant of his devices) take advantage of
our weakne{s; while he finds too much matter in our
corrupt minds to work on, by which he ruins fociety.
---As by exciting the pride of our firft parents in pa-
radile, he found the way 10 ruin human focicty even
in its birth, fo by that fame art, he often prevails to
deltroy that unity, which is effential to Chriftian fel-

lowfhip.
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lowihip. When a member of fuch f{ociety comes to
think more highly of himfelf than he ought to think,
when he becomes conceited of his own gifts, and
proud of his attainments or other peculiars, he native-
ly falls into all that train of evils which vndo fociety.
Tond of himfelf he beconies infenfible to the exceilen-
cies of his companions, or even begrudges them,—m----
He prows blind to his own imperiections and errors,
but a ready difcerner of the fathngs or faults of his
neighbours. This makes him delpife every boldy whofe
graces and gifts he thiiks [hort of lus owny and at
the fame time, makes him judge thus of every one he
converfes with, Such fentiments foon render him in-
capable of the focial virtues, but under the fatal influs
ence of thefe difpofitions which are oppolite to friend-
fhip. He betvomes haughty, arrogant, alluming, every
thing mult be done by his diredtion, nothing 1s to be
approven if he is not fatished, nor any thing apreed
to if it be not his opinion.~~In a word, his will muft
be the law of ihe fociety, he grows {tifi' and pofitive,
and if he 1s not humoured, he becemes fullen, crofs,
fretful, hot, yea pafhonate. 'We may calily conceive,
it will be extremely dillicult for his companions to
brook fuch a temper. Yew people are poflefled of
fuch degrees of mecknefs and patience, as would be
requifite to bear with {uch an one, however ufeful
otherwife. Admeonition would be loft on a perfon of
this charalter, fo that wherever this temper is indulg-
ed, the happinefs of that fociety neceifarily falls; mu-
tual affection, coulidence, good will and fympaihy
foon ceafe, while jealcufy, difcord, ill-will, refen:rient,
malice, wrath, &e. brood oun each other, unti} fuch fo-
cieties, from being feats of Jove and wmion, become
{cenes of contention and feminaries of difcord 1 and
th evils begun n private focieties oft come to {pread
from one to another, until the community is embroii-
ed by it

What 2 watchful guard then thould every member
of fociety in general, particularly fuch as profefs reli-

gious
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gious fellowfhip, keep over their own hearts, left at
any time they become high minded, and thus fall into
the fnare of the Devil?  With what care fhould every
Chriftian watch over the motions of his ovwn breaft;
left that cunning enemy fteal in upon the unguarded
minds ¢ Do we find our tempets becoming warm, do
we become (il in our peculiar opinions;-are we fret.

ted by contradiction, do we find a coldnefs in our afs
feltions to fuch as differ from us, feel we a pleafure
in obferving and publithing the faults of our neigh.
bours ? By each of thefe our pride 1s demorftrated;
thefe dilpolitions render us unfit, vea dangérous mem.
bers of any and of every fociety: they naturally tend
to break the peace of families, congregations, prefbyte-
ries, and every focial engagement whether public of
private, facred or civily as well as thefe we now fpeak
of.

Secandly, Another caufe prsducing the evils coms
plained of from religious {ocietics, is milmanage.
ments in their meetings with each other. It 1s indeed
no more praéticable to condefcend on ull the ertors fuch
meetings may fall into, than it is to defcribe all the
miltakes we may fall into in the courie of life.
I fhall name but the following, as what appear
noth more common and more fatal to thefe focieties:
1/}, The indulging of idlc and trivial converfation.u=ess
This, though junocent itfelf, yet becomes really cri
minal, while it prevents more ufeful exercifes,- oft
cuts them out altogether, and veadily introduces 2
“more fatal though a more {pecious abufe, wiz, 2df,
Foelith aud unprofitable quellions and difputes, even
on feripture fubjells, the {oluiion of which can be
given by no mortal, nor would it profit us though ob-
tatned. “This abufe natively leads, ydly, To a daring
and cvercurious pryiag into the myfteries of reveia.
tion ; they would be wife above what is written, but
they darken knowledge by words without wifdom;
they turn afide into vain janglings, defiring to be teach-
ers of the law, yet neither underftanding =hat til_lcy

B . Vs
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{ay nor whereof they affirm. Thus they become
ileady and notionaly and theif meetings prove a fource
sof ervor and herefy. This humour 1s always connect-
sed with, 424lp, An infatiable itch to meddle in the con-
:wroverfies of the day. They readily decide and deter-
tmine in all queltions, even in thefe matters m which
iminifters and Chriftians, the ntoft diftinguifhed foz

glﬁnming and grace both now and in dll ages have differ-
‘ed: or differing in opinion, each with other, they come
%m. plity and ptove femenaries of fchifnt in a country-
fide. This natively brings them, s#hly, To criticife on
ilhe conduct of minifters, and others, with whom they
{have nothing to do: a practice which fooths their va-
nity, while it nourifhes their pride, and introduces felf-
conceit, prefumption, contempt of erdinances, difre-
gard to miniflers, &e. e |
Thele mifinanagements appear the more dangerous
when we obferve, how intimately they are connefted
one with anothers~ They creep into focieties, they
gain [trength quickly, though almoft tmperceptibly,
and oft remain undifcovered until they are no more to
be correlted: our only fecurity therefore again{t thefe
i3 to keen at the utmolt diftance from the very leaft of
them. |
To thefe above named caufes of the complaints made
againft {ociety meetings, I might add, that miembers by
ant of fendernefs to each other in civil life, or by in.
[difcretion in their behaviour toward thofe that atefiran-
ers to their profeflion and fellowthip, have oft injur-
d {ociety, have broke their unity, and made them and
heir members fall into comtempt. But thefe and o-
hers I will probably have accafion to point out in the
egulations intended. ' :
Perhaps fome people will think, that what I have
ad concerning the characters of member. of fociety
ectings, and the dangers of mifmanaging thefe, 1s a
ronger argument againlt {uch fellowthip than all !
hve advanced in their favours. Before I leave the
&ul‘jc& I {hall therefcre obferve, that thefe evils are
| | 41 - 1o




£8 An Inquiry into the nature, &.

no other than what almoft all focieties in the wotl!
are cxpofed to, at Jealt, we cannot conccive any twe
or three perfons conferring together abeut religioy;
things, but we muft perceive the fame evils as threat

ening their correfpondernce, as {ociety meetings are ex.

pofed to. I {hall therefore in the regulations propoled

endeavour to lay down [uch rules as may not oniy ds
re€t in the rcligious engagements propolzd, but myj|

be of ufe to qualify and difpofe us to alt a propu
part in every foctal engagement in life. 1 thercion
procced, R
Secondiy, To offer fome rules which feem prop
for remédying the evils complained of, and for pro
curing the benefits for which fociety was ultimatel;
interded. 'To this purpole, 1 fhally 1/f; Ofter fome
rules relating to-the temper and charaéter, whid
members of religious focictics ought to ftudy then-
felves, and by which théy ought to chufe their com
panions.  2dly, I fhall ofter fome rules relating to th
proper exercife of religious focieties in their meeting
together. 3dly, 1 fhall cffer fome directions rela
ing to their conduct toward each other in civil life
And, 4t4fy, 1 {hall mention fome of thefe oblig
tions which relate to their behaviour towards thofe th
' arc without, and are ftrangers to their profeflion ant
fellowfhip. | . -
Firft, I am to ofler fome rules by which memben
of religious focieties ought to form themfelves, and b
wliich they ought to chufe their conipanions ««esew-s-
In general, every thing that conftitutes the Chriftin
life, every grace, every difpofition, and everv duty re
quired of the difciples of Jefus, muft be our own ftudy,
and thegreatqualificativn whichrecommends our {riend
to us. An habitual fenfe of divire truths, fpiritwl
affections, with a heart exercifcd in faith and godl
nels, are the things which “conftitute the new crea
ture, make us fellow citizens with the faints; and o
the houfliold of God, and are thercfore things whi
atonce quahify and difpofe us. to maiitain communi-ﬂ?
' Wi
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with faints on earth. Chnftzanity does indeed form a
valuable aad worthy member of fociety in general, and
' 1'1allfpenhblv nt.u.ﬂar) to 2 member of a whgmu;, {0-
cety. 1 am not to enteruto a detail of Chriftian vir-
tness I {hall confine myfelf to mention the following
Chrnhm excellgucies, which are more pecuharly requi-
fie in order to relizious fellowfhip; and which though
Lldem the attainment, yét are always the endeavour of
cvery worthy member, and one great end of religious
ll‘tlﬂ]ﬂClﬂS-

. duch ought to mxke the knowlcdge of them-
f2lves, and of the {criptures therr conftant aim, To
know ourl'{:h"ﬁs, is an attainment of the greateft 1m-
rortance in itfelf, as well as 5 firft rate accomplifha
ment to qualify us for fociety. To get the better of
felf-conceit and, prefumption, to attain a juft enfe of -
the evil of ‘our ways, the depravity of our natures, . tie
Jeceittulnefs of our hearts, the weaknefs of our frame,
and the.danger we are by all thefe cxpofed to, will
oive thie {6ul a noble reiifh for goipel truths, and.
makes the {criptures prove a delightful ftudy; the more
fuch an one knows of the truths of God, the more he
delights 1n.the fe.,,cred theme, and the more he ftudies it,
th the Plalmift, he communes with his vwn beart ; like
the noble Bereans, A&ts xvii. 11. He fearches the ferip-
tures daily, fox he knows, that in them we have eternal
life, fur they teftify of Chriffy John.v. 39. By fuch a dif
pofition and exercife, a Chriftian will be furnifhed with
an inexhauftible fund of the moft uleful materials for
fpiritual conference, and_ the edification of his religious
Lmnpamonq | '

2. Such knowledge is natively attended with the
higheft efteem of our God:and Sdviour; the moft fer-
vent defires after’ his image and. favour, and a high
delight in every thing that relates to him.  And what
anoble qualificationis fucha difpofition-of mind, for
3 member of a fellowfhip  meetingt This often
makes his tongue as the pen of a ready writer, indite
ng, things concerning the King, and while hlS oW1l

Ha2a - foul
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foul glows with the facred ardour, he often like a liw
coal kindles the heavenly flame in his devout compani.
ons. |

3. Thefe attainments lead a foul to entertain the
srreat meflage of the gofpel. A foul fenfible of the glo.
rious excellencies of our Lord, will be cpgagedto an n.
bitual application to him, that out of his fulnefs they
may receive, and grace for grace. The blefled eflects of
this exercife which a Chriftian’sdaily experience canre.
cord, qualify him happily for the fociety of fincere Chri.
ftians. It 15 a peculiar happinefs to a piigrim to finda
companion who knows the way theyare totravel. An
1t mufl be a peculiar happinefs to one travelling towards
Zion, to find one who knows the way through Baca’
vale, and the method of procuring fuch refrefhment
there, as may enable them togofrom ftrengthtoftrength
until they arrive before God. h

4. To the knowledge and Jove of facred things, 2
worthy member' muft add an undiffembled. love, a
hearty good will and brotherly affeCtion to our friends
and brethren, and fuch a love to mankind in general,
as will engage him to ‘feek the good of all around
him. Chriftianity s properly the religion of love: |
Yove 1s it's author, for God is lve; love is 1t’s |
nature and effence, for he that dwelleth in love duwel-
leth in God, and God in him, 1 John iv. 16. Love s
its great precept, for our Lord fays, 7his is my come
mandment, that ye love one another as I have loved you.
And how neceffary an excellency is this to fociety!
It is this which lays the foundation of unity and har-
mony among brethren. It is this which difpofes to
charity, forgivenefs, forbearance, bowels of compaf-
fion, and true fympathy tewards our brethren. It s
this makes us take part in all the cares, fears, grics,
or joyc of our friends. It is this' which engages to
advife, comfort, aflit, encourage, and in one word,
with chearfulnefs, to fulfil all the obligations, and con-

tribute to all the yaluable purpofes of Chriftian friend-

fhip.

5. Humility
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¢. Humilty and lowlinels of mind is an excellency of
the moft effential importance, in order to difpofe to re-
Jiaious fellowthip. Ihave already thown the fatal con-
fequences of pride in focieties of every kind 5 but how
inconfiftent is it with the principles and obhigations of
Chriftianity ¢ Is 1t poflible one can know his own guil-
ty, depraved, weak, and miferable character, and yet
fhould glory in himfelf? Can ore be fenfible that all
he ever attained or hopes to arrive at, is the gift of free
and unmerited gooanels, and will e yet boatt himdelf
againfl lus fellow ¢ Can aman call himfelfa difciple of
Jefus, while he is not learning of him who is meek and
lowly? Did the great God and our Saviour, while
miniftring on carth give us an example, by his bear-
ing with the-many follics, infirmities, and taults of his
poor difciples 7 and will not his followers take the fa-
cred direction, Rom. xu1. 16. Mind nst high things, con-
defcend to tnen of low eftate, and be not wife i your cwn
conceits?  Did he ftoop to walh the feet of his difci-
ples, and will any of his followers ever think they can
do enough for or bear cnough with thofe that arc
dear to him ¢ Finally, can we be fenfible of our own
infirmities, without fympathizing with others under
the like, and contributing our utmoft endeavours to
remove them ¢ The apoftle’s command therefore fhould
have an univerfal influence, . Phil. 1i. 3.  Let nothing
be done through firife or wvain glory, but in lwli-
nefs of mind let cach eficem others better than them-
felyes.

6. The genuine fruit of humility is meeknefs and
patience. Paflion and refentment are the well known
children of pride, thefe ruinfome plagues of fociety
refemble each other both in their nature and effeéls.
Both of thefe cloud our reafon, make us infenfible of
duty, and indeed incapable of it. But meeknefs and
patience have oppofite natures and oppofite effeéts.
Thefe keep the mind calm and fober, and therefore
capable of exercifling our feveral faculties in a regular

way ; they make us judge of things as they really are,
and
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and prevent our being impofed on by the falfe light by
which paflion difguifes them ; and thus they render us
capable of a fteady difcharge of the focial duties, in
{piic of all thele incidents which in our imperfet ftate
provoke to anger and firife; they prevent. our taking
offence at the inudvtrinncies or imperfections of our
companions, and at th fame time keep us from giving
offence to others. It 1s thus we muft fulfil the greas
precepts of the apoftle, Eph. iv. 2, 3. With all lwli-
nels, and mecknefs, with long. fuffering, forbearing ene an-
obireir in lovey endeavenring to keep the uynity of the Spi-
rit in the bond of peace. And ver. 21, 32.  Let all
wrath, and bitternefs, and anger, and cvil fpeaking, be
put away from you, with all walice.  And be ye kind one.
15 ansther, tender-bearted, forgiving one anothery cven.
as God for Chrifi’s fake hathforotven you. Let us put on
therefore, as the cleé of Gad,y holy and beloved; bowels of
mercy, kindnefs, humbleaefs of mind, meeknefs, long -fuffer-
g, forbearimy ene anctier, forgiving ene another. If
2ny man have a quarrel againfl any, cven as Chrift for.
pave yau, fo alfo de ye; and, above all thefe things; put
on charity, which is the band of perfetinefs, Col. il 12,
13, 4. o -

7. ‘Lo all thefe we fhould add an ebliging, afable,
cemplaifant and brotherly carriage toward all men, ef-.
pecially our fellows. A cold or indifferent look, or.
four and churlifh way, is not only unlike, but is really
mconiiftentawith {riendfhip.  Such a behaviour always
exprefles fome degree of contempt, and if it does net
produce refentment, at leaft it intzoduces fych coldnels
ag breaks up intimacy; but that eafy and brotherly
carrtage which the feriprure preferibes, increafes our
efteem of each other, whets our defire.after fociety with
one¢ another, makes us delight in3t, gives weight to
each others advice and example, chears up the mind
to activity infocial duties ; and thas makes every {riend
fond of his relizious companion, and altive in imirat-
ing him.  How {requently and warmly does the {crip-

tures urge thid lovely temper of mind, Rom. xii. 10.
I}
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3e kindly affectioned one 19 angtiser, n hrotberly lovey tn
honour preferring ong another. lit. Qi 2. Be gentle,
rewing ail meeknefs toall men. 1 Pet. it 8. 9. Finally
re all of one mindy having com pallion ene of ancther ; love
as brethreny be pitiful, be-courteous, not rendering railing
for railing, but contrariwife bleffing.  The wifosm that
is from abevey 15 firfl pure, then peaceable, gent:e, and ea-
i 46 be intreatedy full of mercy and good fruits, withoul
partiality, and without hypocrify, Jamesut 17.

8. As another qualitication for foctety, we ought
to ftudy an open, frank, and chearful way of alting
towards all we converfe with, whether our reiigious
intimates or others, A dully mclanchely, morofe and
fulien temper (too often indulged, if not aifeCled, by
fome profefiors of religion) makes firangers judge 2-
mifs of Chriftianity itfelf, as a peevith and difconient-
ed principle, difcourages many almoft Chrifiians, and
renders the converlation of reltgions mectngs {lat, n-
(ipid, and diftafteful. 'Torender our cohverfation tru-
ly edifying, it ought to be feafoned with falt, not only
as to its inatter, but as to its manner, efpecially when
we confider, that our defire after fociety is always atw
tended with a defire after fatisfaéhon with thofc we
converfe with., Thus, a misjudging world feck no-
thing more in company, than joy and mirth: They
make a feaft for laughter, and wine maketh them merry.
Such mirth is foon turned into mourning; iuch joy is
but a faite appearance of true gladnefs. This s cnly
to be found with the dilcipies of Jefus 3 none elfe have
vight to it.  Light is fewn for the righteous, cnd plad-
nefs for the upright in heart, Yial. xevn, 11, Itisin
the dwellings of the righteous that the voice of joy and *
pladnefs is heard.  Their privilege 1t is to rejoice ever-
morc. And this part they ought to act.  'True reli-
gion not only lays a foundation for ghearfulnefs and
terenity of mind, but alfords the moft escellent fub-
jects to cnliven the converfation of Chriftians, and
thereby to communicate joy and gladnefls of heart to
cach other. Thus it was with the peaceful meeting

nientioned
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mentioned A&s ii. 46. 47. They did cat their meat wiih
gladnefs and finglenefs of beart, praifing God, and having
favour with all the people ; and with a view to thig
chearfnlnefs the apoftie givestheexhortation, Col. iit. 16,
Let the word of Chrift drvell iin you richly in all wifdom,
teaching and admonifbing one anstier in Plalms and hymns
and fpiritual fongs, finging with grace in your hearts to
the Lord. -

9. To all thefe we muft add the ftudy of prudence
and difcretion By this I mean a wife and juaicious
apprehending the advantages or difadvantages which
may follow on events or actions, and thence a becominy
care and allivity to fhun the threatening evils, and
obtain the henefits hoped for. This 1s a virtue, which
though dillicult to attain, yet is of the greatelt necef
fity to members of religious {ocieties, for two great
purpofes. 17 In order to regulate eur tempers and
the frame of our minds, and this not only by reftrain.
ing thefe affetions aud paflions which lead to folly,
but alfo- by regulatng and directing all the faculties
and even thefe excellencies which conititute a valuable
member of fociety; becaunfe the greateft virtues, when
cither carried to excefs or unfuitably directed, degene-
rate into vices; and thefe, by fo much more danger-
ous, as they are clothed in the habits of religion ; for
example, how oft has zeal for truth, (whether ap-
prehended, or the real truths, yet not effential to
Chriftianity) by mixing with our own paliions, dege-
nerated ity {cnu{m, {uperttition, cruelty, and perfecu-
tion ! How oft has humility funk into credulity and an
implicit foilowing of thofe whofe knowledge and judg-
ment we reckon fuperior to our own? How oft has
affability dwindled down into impertinence, and chea-.
fulnefs into levity and folly? Thefe and innumerabie
other inflances which every one’s refleétion and expe-
vience will readily fuggell to them,. {hews the danges
one runs, either by exceeding or giving a wrong turn
even to difpofitions, otherwife the molt valuable, and
thergby fhews the neceflity of prudence, in order to

revent
o
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nrevent fuch fatal miftakes. 2%, This virtue is fura
ther neceflary, in order to improve out correfpondence
with each other to our mutual profit: it 1s this noble
virtue which points aut the advantages to be obtained,
and the beft method of obrdining them. 'This thews
the dangers we are expofed to, and ‘{he:ws how to re-
medy ar prevent them. It is this divecis a wife man
when to fpeak, and when to be-filenss when to fhue
his eyes to his neighbour’s infirmities, and when to ad.
monith him; when to appland and encourage, and
when to ddvife and direft him. Ina word, it isin the
exercile of this virtue, that, as our Saviour-commands;
we ate to he wife us ferpentsy, and hdrmlefs as doves,

Matth. x, 16. , |
10. Prudence wiil always be attendad with 2 decent
madefty and veferve in all we door fay. Forwardnefs -
and prefumption are the genuine fruits of pride or fol-
ly, and their effeéts in fociety are always naufeous, if
fot always fatal. Where therefore we. find 2 man
felfsconfident,, pretending to every excellency, and
boafting af his own merits; we may reafonably cone
tlude fuch an one prefumptuous, and walking in a
path fo flippery, as that ihile he thinketh himfelf
wife he will readily appear to be a fool. Do we find
one vain-of his profeflion, oftentatious of his attaine
ments; noify dhotit what he has done, of is doing, and
fond that the world fliould look at him? We may
jultly fear his pride, and fufpect him to be at once 2
itranger to modefty and humility: Of, do we find a
perfon dlways talkative, telling all he fees or hears,
divulging even the failings of his friends; or their
counfels and fecrets ?# Such an one we fhould fly, as
incapable of fociety; and if we do not fufpedt his ve-
racity, at leaft we muft condemn his folly. True mo-
defty. is the feverfe of all this ; dlways humble, and
therefore always referved; always felf-diffident; and
therefore always cautious; ever knowing that the
tongue is an unridly evil ﬁd.’jsy‘f deadly porfon; and there-
* - fore



66 An Iliqu'iry into the natute, &,

fore keeping 1t in as with a bridle, and fettmg a watch
pver his lips that he {in not. .

11. Laftly, One properly qualified for religious {o.
ciety, mult not only fiudy every grace and excellency
of Chriftianmity, and endeavour to grow i every vir.
tue, but ought alfo uniformsly to exercife thefe bya

praCtice and converfation, becoming the gofpel; that
is, by a regular difcharge of all the duties of dcmlmn,
whether in public, in family, or in fecret; and by a
careful performance of all the relative duties he is
bound to, whether as a father, a hufband, a child,a
relation, a fervant or neighbour, &e. A man mult ap.
pear in a very ridiculous light, who pretends to be
qualified as member of a felet {ociety, yet knows not
how to a¢t in the general fociety of which all mankind
are members ; and yet more unaccountable, if, while
he does not act a proper part in family focu,t}r, he
{liould yet think himfeif qualifiedto join a chofen num.

ber- whofe work ts {o important, and their engageménts
{o intimate and tender. But would we approve cur-

{elves as children of God, blameléfs and harmlefs, with.

out rebuke ; would we fhme as lights in a dark place,
then whatever our ftation be, whatcver our calling,
whatever our.velations be, to thefe we muft with dili
gence and faithfulnefs atfend, as thefe who are not
flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in {pirit, {erving the
Lord, . Without this, our profefion muft be ridicul:

ed, and the way of God evil fpoken of through our
faults. - -

Every body will thmk that fuch a charater as |
have defcribed by the above advices, 15 indeed loves
ly, and that a fociety made up of fuch, would at
once be ufeful and agreeable; but I will be atked,
Where are fuch companions to be had ? If none but
- perfons who attain to thefe excellencies are to be mem:
bers of fociety meetings, it is the fame thing as if (hey
were abolutely prohibited-..-. In anfwer to this objec.
tion, let it be confidered, 1/#, That I am far from.af-
ferting that perfection in all thofe accomplifhments and

attainirents
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attainmeqts is to, be required in thofe we.choofe as our
friends ;" for if fo, we muft go out of the world ere.
we find one: all I affert 1s, that one qualified for reli-
rious-focicty.mult with fincerity and ardour make thefe
Chriftian exeellencies his aim, his {tudy and endeavour.
2dly. ‘That one who 1s 2 ftranger to thefe virtues is*
indeed incapable.of acting a proper part in any {nciety
in life, whether facred-or civil; that thefe are the things
which qualify us for gvery focial engagement which we
can reafonably enter into, and are peculiarly requifite in
all engagements of a religious kind.. 3dly, "That fociety
meetings do i their nature fuppofe their members weak,
frail and corrupt creatures, and.one grand defign of
their megtings.is to form and imprave one another in
all thefe endowments and difpafitions which may ren-
der them ufeful and -agreeable to each other, and may
qualify them for acting well in every capacity, whether
as men or as Chriftians. From all which we may con-
clude, that if we ourfelves are honeitly ftudying thefe
atrainments, .if we make it our bufinefs tq improve in
them, we will certainly find fuch an exercife prove an
efféCtual attraltive, engaging the affeQions of all who
are of a like temper, and have the fame attainments in.
view:-and in like manner, where we find perfons pro-
feling a defire and endeavour after the virtues and ex-
cellenciesof Chriftianity, we arein the judgment of cha.
ity to regard {uch as bréthren, to receive {uch iuto our
intimacy, and treat them as friends and companions,
while we find nothing which may give reafon to judge
that their profeflion has been infincere. Nor muft we
think ourfelves abfoived from the obligations of friend-
thip, eveén though we difcover various weaknefles, and
even frequent failings in {maller matters, fo long as we
can in charity think our companion fincere in his pro-
feflion ; on the contrary, we ought to mind the apofto-
lic precept, 2 Thefll v. 1.4. Comfort the fecble minded, and
fupport the weak. " |

Though fociety meetings are really calculated for.
foljming and improving the endowments and difpofiti-

| ) ons
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ons which become Chriftians, yetwe oftcome to lofethe
end by mifapplying the means; and breaches in charity,
humility, moderation, &r. are often compldined of from
thefe very {ocieties which are defigned to cultivate and
improve thefe excellencies. It is therefore neceffary
to condefcend in as particular a manner as may be, oy
fuch rules as maymolt effetually prevent the evils com.
plained of, and may direét to the ufeful and valuabl
purpofes of {uch’ focieties. This leads me, |
-~ Secondly, To mention fuch ryles as relate to the ex
ercife of religious companions iii their fellowfhip meet.
ings.-----Lvery fociety has an undoubted right to pre-
“feribe rules totheir own members: and I woild notix
underftood as precluding any of that privilege by hianr.
ing, far lefs condemiiing thofe whofhould form to theni-
felves rules different from thofe I offer, or perhaps in
fome inftances of lefs moment, even contrary to them:
but whatever rules are agreed on by the fociety, I would
advife, that a fair copy of them fhould be wrote out:
that every member fhould promife obedience to them,
or fubfcribe them, as the {ociety fhall appoint; that they
fhould beé read over i méeting at ftated times, and up.
on the admiffion of every new member: and that the
fhould ever lie by the meeting, to be referred to as cir-
cumftances require.-----As I apprehend that the follow-
ing rules, if duly attended to, would prevent moft of the
evils complained of or feared, and at the {ame time help
to attain ‘the real purpofes of focicty meetings, T fhal
therefore give them in the form, in. which I would ad-
vife members to fubferibe or promife obedience to them;
only I fhall add fome’ explications, to fhow the m
tire or neceffity of fome of thém.-----I humbly propoft
that the regiilations for {ogiety meetings might be ftat
ed as follows. [

¢ That the valuable and important ends of religious
“ fellowlhip may ‘be more effetually -obiained,
* we "under-fubfcribers having formed ourfelves

‘t into a fociety mecting, do ynanimoufly obligt

| o " ¢ qurfelves
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¢ gurlclves to the fri&t obfervation of the fol-
¢ Jowing rules; and, through divine grace, we
“ refolve on the difcharge of the following du-
¢ tres.”’ |

I, s That we {hall meet together, weekly, on fuch
¢ davs, and at fuch houfes, as the fociety fhall fix on,
 and {hall not abfent ourfelves {rom thefe meetings
« without neceflary canfe, of which our fellows fhall
“ judge the relevancy, and appoint the cenfure.”
It has often happened, that after perions have form-
cd them{clves into {uch focieties, without regarding
their attendance as a matter of duty, that every onc
thinks every trivial bufineis which comes mn his way
a fuflicient ‘reafon for his abfence; and thus fuch {o-
cieties have m 2 little time dwindled altogether away.
Every member fhould therefore regard his attendance,
not as a matter of indifference, but of importance and
confcience, and not to be difpenfed with, unlefs where
duties or events of greater importance, or at leaft of
more pre{ling neceflity intervene. To this we are ob-
liged, Heb. x. 24, 25. Let us confider onc another s
provoke unto love, and to good works, not forfaking the
~ffembling of atirfelves together, as the manner of fome is,
but exhorting one another, and fo much the more as ye fee
the day approaching.

II. * In our meetings we fhall carefully fhun all
“idle and trifling converfation: we fhall, as com-
“ manded, Tit. i1, Q.ee-e---- Jvoid foolifb queftions and
“ gencalogizs, end contentions and flrivings about “the
“law ; for they are unprsfitable and vain.” We fhall
a3 required, 1 Tim. iv.- 4. Refufe profanc and old
wrves. fables and exercife ourfelves rather unto godli-
nefs. ' -

III. ¢ One of our number fhall always cpen the
* ‘meeting, by finging.a part of a Pfalm, reading a
“ portion of the fcriptures, and praying; which du-

*! ties and others proper to the meeting, we all en-

: | ¢ gape
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*“ gage to perform in our feveral turns, without relyc.
*“ tance or backwardnefs.” .- *

IV. ¢ In prayer, every one’ {hall be: confined to the
“ properwork; thatis, not prayingasif onewas preach.
g, norintroducing unueceflary, injurious, or uncha.
ritable refleCtionson public matters, or on the condu@t
and charaller of perfons who are not of our fociety;
but we fhall confine ourfelves to invocation, adora.
tton, confeflion, petition, and thank{giving.”--eaThe
neglet of this rule will be attended with many dread.
ful confequences, condefcended on uuder rules 1 1th and
r2th
V. ¢ Befides thefe matters of petition, which imme.
diately relate to ourfelves, whether as a fociety or
as fingulars, we fhall, through grace, wreftle with
God for days of retrething, and for xeviving his own
work In the midft of the yedrs: we fhall endeavour
‘¢ toplead with God, that he would give his minifters
*“ a double portion of his fpirit; thathe would ftrength-
““ en what he has wrought for any corner of his vine.
yard, or for any who have felt his convincing power,
and would make converfion work to become even u-
niverfal ; and we fhail {tudy to have in particular re.
membrance the intereft of religion in the congrega-
“ tions whereof we are members, and the earthen vel-
“ {cl among us to which the great and facred treafure
“ 15 committed.”- «---lfa. Ixii. 6, 5.-~Ye that make
mention of the Lord, keep not filence, and give him no reft
$ill be eflablifb and till he make Ferufalem a praife in the
carth | ' . *

VI. « Asprayer and praife are effential parts of the
“ exercife of religious {ocieties, we fhall therefore take
‘¢ care that the time of our meetings be as equally di-
““ vided betwixt thefe and Chriftian conference as may
‘“ be, or fo that the one may not preclude the o-
¢ ther.”

VIL. ¢ The perfon who frlt oficiates in the above-
< named duties, fhall, in opening our conference, afk

“ firfk, Whether any of our members have any quef-
“ tron
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i tion 1o propofe about which their {fouls have been,

“« or are fpecially exercifed ? Or if there be any thing
& in the ftate of their mind about which they want

¢ the opinion or advice of the meeting ? If none of-

¢ fer, he fhall next enquire, ththcr any thing has

% taft up to any of the members in the courfe of their
4t experiences, or of God’s providence toward them,
-« which may be either edifying, confirming, or com-
¢ forting, or which may afrord matter for praife, or

i

“ may require our mutual {ympathy in praye:? If
% nothing of this nature offer, he: fhall next enquire,

-

 If any of the focicty have any quefion or cafe to

¢ ment of the meeting ¢

“ propofe, about which they defire to have the judg-
f''<e-- ~—-After mentioning this
‘rule, I thinkit neceflary to add fomewhat more par-
ticularly relating to this part of the exercife of {ociery

MeetiNgS . mmmmmvenn A great many mintters and judicious

Chriftians have declared themlelves againft this prac-
“tice of communicating experiences, as a thing which
tends to nourdk {piritual pride in fome, tempts ochers
to hypocri{y and affectation, difcourages Chriftians of
lefler abilities -and lower attainments; and in general
leads to enthufiafm.~-—---But 1 apprchcnd that thoie
confequences proceed rather from the manner in which
‘experiences. are. communicated 1n fome focieties, than
from the praflice itfe!f: Tor, Firfl, Soime experien-
ces are in themfelves confirminy evidences of the truth
of Chriftianity in gexeral, and of practical godlinefs
in particular 5 fuch as lemdrl.fmle teturns of prayer,
fignal deliverances from temptations, '111:11&10113, or
dangers of any kind, {pecial bengfits obtained: in the
ufe of ordinances, z’yc. To communicate experiences
of thefe kinds to our Chriftian intumates, mult be al-
lowed to be highly reafonable apd proper, . if we
would not condemn the opinion and practice, of the
mfpired .Pfalmift, who, Pfal. Jxvi. 16. calls all who
fear God to come and hear. him declare wint God
had done for his foul. Sewzd@, Some experiences,
efpecially fome which relate 10 his moft imoit exer-

cifes,
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cifes are of fuch a kind as give him great avxiety,
yet leave him very much in the dark what to think of
them, or how to be exércifed under them.  Nay, there
is no doubt but fometimes the moft knowing aid
moflt experienced Chriitians may be under influences
really enthufialtic or delulive. (Vide Pfal. Ixxvii. 6
-===10.} To mention thofe or Lke f{ecicts of one’s
heart in open meetings, is no doubt highly imprudeny
as what expofes to the cenfure of fome; and ta the
indifcretion of others, who perhaps may make 4 very
bad ufe of what is cammunicated to them: or, to
require every member in their turns, to communi
cate what they have felt or known of the fime or like
nature, is certainly -altogether unreafonable, and dou)|
indeed introduce all the evils apprehended or complain.
ed of: but if, inftead of thele irregular ways, it be
left to every one’s felf to prepole whatever he wants
the opinion of the {rciely about as a poflible cafe, by
alking what advice they would give in fuch a cafe, and
at the fame time to leave it to the members to {pesk
on the fubject, or be filent as each inclines: {uch 2
method would effeCtually prevent all the evils com
plained of or feared.~ -reve ==s=erTo all this I muft adq,
Thirdly, That if this method is not allowed fome of
the moft important purpofes of religious fellawfhip
muft be loft: Can we comfort the feeble minded, and
{fupport the weak ? Can we edify and provoke ont
another to love and to good works?! Can we affil
and ftreng:hen one another againft the fuilings, mil
takes and errors we are naturally liable to? Or o
we encourage one another in the ways of religion, and
yet be utterly unacquainted with the flate of each others
fouls, or denied the privilege and opportunity of fup:
pofing fuch ¢afes; and afking fuch queitions as may givé
{ome infinuation of the {taté of our minds, or at léal
may procure the advice and opinion of our brethien a
nent thefe? . o
VIII. ¢« Thefe queflions about which any menr
“ hers of the fociety have been or aro exercifed, ﬂ;
fuc
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" s fuch queftions as any member delires, the meeting
- % may give their opinion er advice in, fhall be furft
;¢ taken under confideration : but if any perfon fhall .
4 # under this pretence, introduce any queftion, either

; ¢ trifling, or matter of mere curiofity, or engendering
1 ¢ ftrife, or of doubtful difputation, fuch queftions
2 ¢ flall be rejeCted, and the perfon who propofed
;E“ fuch, fhall be fubject to the cenfure of the neet-
3 ¥4 1n

i 'H

EF_:I)E “ If no {uch quellions (as thefe directed to)
37 fhall offer, or after they have been difcuffed, then
¢ the perfon who laft officiated in worthip, fhall pro-
a0 pofe fome ufeful and edifying queftion relating to
1 4¢ the {ubftantials of religion or practical godiinefs, to
§ ¢ which-all the members prefent fhall give fuch an-
1 ¢ {wers as occur to them in their feveral turns; and
| % this with all poflible brevity and diftinétnefs, with-
e ¢ out repeating what others have faid, but aflenting
¥ ¥ to it, or adding to it, or objeting againit it in the
} ¢ fpirit of meeknefs.”wnemenesa- What is directed to in
{ this rule {feems to be the moft proper exercife during
g the intervals of worfhip, where the members are well
i acquainted with the truths and principles of Chrifti-
 anity : but, as one great purpofe of {ociety meetings is
§ improvement in knowledge, I therefore advife, that
 where the members have not attained to a clear and
diftin®t knowledge of the doltrines of our holy faith,
[ that at lealt fome fhare of the time propofed for con-
[verfation fhould be employéd in order to atfain this
{ important purpofe : and, for this end, I propofe, that
every meeting fhould be provided with Mr. Vincent's
or Mr. Willifon’s explications of the Shorter Cate-
chifm ; that one of the members fhould afk one of
the” explicatory. queftions, but without reading the
anfwer in the book, until all the members have given
fuch anfwers as occur to them, then read the anfwer
in the book, and compare it with the anfwers given
by the members; and thus in courfe, one afking

while all the relt of the fociety give their opinions.
| K This
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This method 1 have in frequent inflances known {uz-
prizingly effeCtual in promoting knowledge; 1t is cven
more beneficial than if every member fhould n pri.
vate get the whole book by heart; for, though bty
this method they have not thele queftic ns and anfwers
by rote, yet by it they come to underfland them more

clearly, to rétain them better, and to be more uifeced by
them. ‘ ‘

X. ¢ No queftion fhall in any cafe be admitted a5 3
% topic of our converfation, which imphes m 1t a dar.
“ jng or overcurious prying into the myfleries of reve.
© ¢ lation, fuch as the do¢trines of the Trinity, of the in.
¢ carnation of our Lord, the decreces of God, &c. ol
¢ thefe paflages of fcripture which are more myfterious
¢ and hard to be underftood, knowing that no profihe
“ ¢y of the feriptures is of private interpretatizn, 2 Pet
i 20. And that in the {criptures there are fom:
 things hard 1o be underflood, which they that are un-

 learnedandunflablewrefl--cunto their own defiruciion,’ |
2 Pet. 11, 16

Xl. ¢ We fhall with the utmoft care keep at 1
¢ diftance from every {ubje@ of converfation, whicl
¢ 15 matter of doubtful difputation, about which th
¢¢ {criptures are 1ot exprefs, or about which miniflers
¢ and Chriftians 1n all ages have differed 5 in a word,
¢ all matters of controvely, whether the controver
¢ fies of the day or of paft ages, however public they
‘“ be, or however important they may feem; lel]
“ fwerving from charity, we turn afide unto vain jang
““ lings, defering 20 be teachers of the law, yet unders|
&« flanding neither what we fay, nor wheresf we affirmy
1 Tim. 1. 6, 4.

XI1 ¢« We fhall i like manner carefully fhun al
“ converfation on fuch matters, as the members of the
¢ fociety have no immediate concern with.  Such
¢ the public adminiftration in church and ftate, the
¢ conduct and praltice of miniflers, whether in therr
“ public or private capacities, the charaCer and beha-
Y yiour of all perfons whatfoever, who are not memher;
0
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W of our meeting, and in general, every thing which
“ may produce heat and difputing, or may prevent
“ the real purpofes of our meeting. ’=eessm--- The two
lat named rules will perhaps be thought by fome, to be
by far too rigid. Dut it muft be obferved, that the
negle& ofthefle rules has in reality occafioned all the
evils which have been complined of from fociety
meetings, and will readily produte all the ills that are
feared from them ; and this the rather, that thefe a-
bove named fubjects of converfation, by being the
common topics in promifcuous companies, do more
readily become the {ubjects of debate in fociety meet-
ings. But wherever they find admittance, they never
fail of introducing troublefome, yea ruinfome confec-
quences. They divert from the proper exercife of
fuch meetings ; blind zeal, contention and wrath, con-
ftantly attend them, and at once fubvert the purpofes
of fellowthip meetings, and even render them femina-
ries of difcord and {chifm in the country where they
reide Notwithftanding all this, I am fenfible {fome
objetions will be made againft thefe regulations, and
fomething plaufible will perhaps be offered, if not to
over-rule, at leaft to ¢lude them. As 1f, Some per-
haps will afk, Are there not fome controverfies im-
portant and interefting in themfelves, or which appear
{o to a ferious Chriftian, as lays him under a neceflity
in point of confeience to be fatisfied in thefe matters ?
And to whom can he fo properly apply, as to his re-
ligious intimates? But I would have the. objector to
oblerve, that if our doubts and- difficulties relate to
. the eflentials of religion, on which our faith and prac-
tice muft turn, we have the fcriptures, we -have our
ftandards, and we have our minifters to whom we
may apply, and from whom we may. reafonably expect
2 folid and: {atjsfying. folution; but to-carry fuch dif-
putes among. a number’of unlearned. men who have
never been converfant in.controverfies, is an infaliible
method of perplexing them.and ourfelves, and inftead
of removing one doubt, will rather raife a thoufand.

K2 It
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If on the other hand, it is a controverf{y about whic}
the [criptures are not exprefs, and in which minifters
differ in their opinion, the danger of canvaffing fuch
in our meetings appears ftill to be the greater. To
be filent on fuch dubious matters cannot be Jofs, to
broach them in our focieties may prove irreparable
ruin.  2dly, Some will probably afk, Whether -ar
not members of fellowthip meetings bound to take
all poffible methods, for obtaining a general reforma-
tion of manners? And muft it not thergfore be pro-
per for them, to fearch out iniquity, ard confult to.
gether on the proper methods for putting a ftop to it?
To this I anfwer, that no doubt, every Chriftian s
bound to make reformatmn of manners his endeavour,
and- to take all proper methods for that noble purpofe.
But for a fociety meeting to fet up for cen{ors on the
conduét and manners of perfons, who are not mem.
bers of the fociety, is both dangerous in itfelf, and in.
confiftent with the intent of their fellowfhtp Their
endeavours after public reformation muft be confined
to their prayers and good example ; ‘whatever influ-
ence or opportumty any particular member may have
in his private capacity for reclaiming particular offend.
ers, that they are bound to ufe with all poffible zeal and
altivity; but that they ought by no means to bring
the cafe, their vizws, their endeavours, or even their
fuccefs this way to be canvafled in their meetings. [f
otherways, the reformatjon of others will cut out the
more important :abjedts, on.which their own perfon-
2l improvement in grace and virtue depends, and
will at the fame time render the whole fraternity con-

temptible and odioys to all around them. What is
here faid, canno ways be confidered as condemning
thefe foc:ctlcs which confift of perfons duly qualified
and authorifed, for attempting a reformation of man-
ners; bemufe thls fort of focieties differ w:dely in the
def ign, and therefore in the manner of their affociati-
ons, fiom thefe 1 fpeak to. 3dly, Some will perhaps
UhJeE’c that fome of thefe fubjelts reprefented as up-

| fmtablﬂ
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~ {uitable, and to be prohibited as matters of converfa-
~ tion in religious focieties, may in fome cales become
. matters of confcience. May not fuch fteps, fay they,
. be taken by church judicatories, as are matters of -

- humiliation before God¢ May nota perfon be under

miftakes, and need reformation imn fuch cafes? And
to whom canélie more properly apply in fuch events,
than to his religious timates? I anlwer, that as we
have many and more effe€tual means of procuring in-
formation in thefe matters, it muft be both improper
and dangerous, to bring the conduct of judicatories
before a fociety meeting. Whatever our own private

opinions be of thefe matters, it is quite inconfiftent

- with the nature and purpofes of religious fellowthip,

to bring our mother church to the bar, and prefume
to cenfure the condudt of 2 body of men, of whofe
grace-and prudence we ought to think at lealt with
charity and modefty. And the danger is evident,
when perfons come to make their own judgement the
ftandard, to which the whole church muft conform,
or be cenfured as enemies to God, feperated from as
unclean ; it is impoflible to know to what extremities
they muft carry things. When zeal is not regulated
by knowledge, error, fchi{m, unchriftian refentinents,
and all the dreadfu] plagues of fociety foon creep in
under that {pecious vetl,=es=s-=- r---In fact, we have too
may?inftances which our own memories can record,

-where private {ocieties by miftaking or mifcenftru&ting

the proceedings of judicatories, have wofully injur-
¢ed the interefts of religton, and broken the peace
of congregations. The only pari therefore which
luch focieties as we fpeak of ought to aCt with regard
to public matters, is that of prayer-to God, for the
Ipecial direétion of his Holy Spirit, to thofe who have
the adminiftration in their hands. If more is admit
ted, it 3s to be feared the defign of their meetings
will be loft, and fuch. a {ociety even prove a curle to
the place where they live,~-----<-—A 4t4 Objection will
probably be imade againft thefe rules, viz. That mini.

fters
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fters may alt {uch a part, as may render our com.
munion with them unwarrantable, and that m {uch
a cale we ought to apply to our Chriftian brethren
for advice. 'L'o this I an{wer, that this way of do.
ing, is a moft effeCtual tool in Satan’s hand, for
cooling that =fction we ought to bear to thofe
who labour in word and doltrine among us, but i
abfolutely contrary to the method the fcripture diredts
to in fuch cafes, Mat. xviii, 15,16, 17, If our brother
offend us, far more requifite it it is our minifter, firf
tell it between him and thee, 1f he {atisfies us about
what we' blamed or {ufpeCted in his condudl, whata
dreadful iniquity do we efcape, which we muft have
committed, had we communicated our reflections to
any perfon or fociety whatever ! or if our modeft re.
prelentation makes him act another, and a better par,
what a noble end have we gained without giving that
offence which - muft attend the communicating our
complaint to others? If this-has not the wifhed for
effet, we are next commanded to take one or two
with us before whom we are to make our complaint.
If we fill fail of fuccefs, we are then, and not till
then, to tell it to the ¢lders of the church, (viz. the
Prefbytery,). and if that authority does pot preval
with him, Let him then be unto us as a heathen man
and a publican.-~---On the whole, we can be at no lof
by abftaining from fuch dangerous. or criminal topics
of converfation. Chriftianity is an inexhauftible fund,
and abounds in the moft agreeable and edifying fub.
je€ts; the {tudy of the fcriptures will ever afford u
both new and ufeful matter of conference. As afje-
cimen of the many noble queftions the facred oracles
fuppeft, and asa help to fuch focieties- when but form-
ing, or when the members cannot -afford variety fo
themfelves, I fhall fubjoin as an appendix to. this dif
courfe, fome queftions from fcripture texts, which ]
take to be proper {:hjelts for the converfation in {ocie-
ty meetings. *

' AL
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XL ¢ If any queftion or cafe be propofed about
i which the fociety differ in théir fentiments, or in

# which they cannot relolve themfelves ; the meeting
« fhall, in fuch a cale, appoint one of their number,
“ or more as they fee fit, who fhall atk the opi-
« nion: of the muufter of the parifh.  This, not only
 L:caufe a fatistying anfwer may realonably be ex-
“ pefled from fuch; but alfo, as an acknowledging of

“ fuch as are cver us i the Lord, and admon:fb us,”
p Thefllvaaz, 13.

X1V, « Every member fhall both in prayer and con-
“ ference, ftudy all clearnefs, plainnefs, brevity, aid
“ feripture-ftile, as far as can be attamed by us; and
“ fhall carefully evite every word or expreflion, which
“ we do not underftand, even though fuch be feriptur-
“ al,”

XV. # No doubt their may be efcapes in the ex-
“ preflions of members, both in prayer and i confea
“ rence 3 we {hall thercfore beware of judging rafhly,
“ or cenfuring cach other haftily. But if any mem.
“ ber fhall ufe e~preflions which are eitber unintelii-
“ gible, or favouring of error, or fuch as any of the
“ meeting fcruple to joinin, he fhall then be alked to
“ cxplain fuch, or in the Ipirit of meeknefs defired to
“ forbear fuch.”

XV« We fhall carefully fhun every thing favour-
“ Ing of oftentation or viin glory, not diminithing o-
“ thers, nor magnifying ourfeives, not affuming any
““ fuperiority to ourfelves, whatever our ftation or abi-
““ lities are, not fpeaking in a pofitive and diQatorial
“ manner, nor undervaluing what is faid by others
“ That no man think of himfeif mare highly than he ought
“ ts think, but think foberly, according as God hath dealt
“ to every man the meafire of faith. Rom xii. 3. That
“ nathing be dotie threuph firife or vain glry, but in low-
“linefs of mind, let each eficem others better that them-
“ felves” Phil. 1. 3.

AVIL  In reafoning upon any fubje&t which caft

" up n our goalrignces, we fhall each of us with care

“ and
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 and watchfulnefsendeavour to reprels the vehemence
¢ and impetuofity of his ‘own fpirit, that though like
¢ Llihu, Job xxxii 18. full of matter, and the fpirit
¢ within us conftraining us, yet we fhall not prefume
€ to interrupt others when fpeaking, or to fpeak butin
“ our due courle, that all things may be done decently and
¢ in order,” 1 Cor. xiv. 40.

XVIIL. « We {hall in like manner in all our reafon.
 ings,guard withtheutmolt caution againlt heat,anger,
“ orcontention, and cvery expreflion, which either fi.
v yoursofthefe,orleadstothem. Wefhallcarefullyavoid
“ fiffnels or pofitivenefs in our opinions, and fharp or
s yirulent exprelions, or refletions on the fentiments
“ ofotherswho differfromus. We fhall on the contrary
¢ endeavour as commanded, Jam. 1. 18, 19. Be fwift
“ to hear, and flow to [peak, end flow-to wrath, for th
€ wrath of many warketh not the righteoufnefs of God.

XIX. ¢ If at any time, hezts or paflions be like to
¢ arife ainong the members, whatever be the fubject of
i debate, then he who laft officiated in worfhip fhall
“ interpofe, by defiring him whofe turn it is, to pray,
¢¢ And this fhali be looked on by all parties as -. drop-
“ ping of the gueftion, at lealt for thut meeting; for af
¢¢ ter prayer it fhall not be allowable to refume the dif-
¢ pute.” | |

XX. ¢ Weall refolve through grace to ftudy a con-
‘¢ verfation in all things Lecoming the gofpel, and we
¢ firmly refoive, that no peefon of a fecandalous charac-
¢ ter, or of a lewd and diforderly deportment, or of vi-
¢¢ clous principles, or immoral practices, fhall be admit- |
s« ted ag 3 ember of our fociety, whatever his ftation
« be, whatever his profcflion, or how pregnant foever
¢ his parts be,” 2 Cor. v. 11,

XXI. ¢ Inlike manner we firmly refolve to fhun all
e divifive and fchi{matic courfes, and every thing tend-
¢¢ iny to thefe, and fhall i no cafe abett or encourage
¢ thefc, or the perfons who adhere to them, nor fhall
¢ weadmit fuch into focieties with us.”--Some people
will perhaps think this rule hard, or ev¢n un':harita_blz

: all
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2 and crugly  Dut T would have thefe perfons to obferve,
> iy That when people bave {eperated themielves from
£ the communion of the church, purely on account of
! fome controverted articles, it will be difficult, not to
i fay impoffiblé, tv keep them frem introducing thefe.
¢ points s {opics of converfation in their fociety meet-
Eings:  What heats, contentions, and terrible confe-
3 cucnces may dfife from this, is too plain to need re-
¢ peating. And 2dly; That a diverfity of apinions a-
d meng the members of the {ociety, natively introduces
j difficrent, yea inconfittent petitions in prayer, a confe-
i quence dreadfully fhocking as well ashurtful. I adtu<
qally knew a fellowlhip meeting, one of whofe mems-
¥ bers of Iate was a {eceder, while the other members in
dprayer blefled God for any meafures of grace and di-
Bvine influences difplayed in fome corners of his vines
4y2rd: and prayed that the good work might be eftas
blithed and might fpread univerfally ; he on the :con-
Jirary mourned that God had given up the church of
gocotland to a fpirit of delufion, and prayed that God
§ould put a ftop to the work as being of Satanical in-
{iluence.  Other inftances of the fame kind I have heard
of; but'as T believe moft peoples experience affords
imelarcholy inftances of the thogking confequences pro- .
geeeding from - d diverfity of principles and views
lamong the members 6f the fame fociety, what is faid
fwill be {uffigientito fhow the neceflity of this rule hows
| E\'er harfh or uncharitable it may at firft view appear to
ue. . o |
. XXII.:¢ If any of our number beconviéted of a fault
* grofly fcandalous, fuch a perfon fhall not prefume
I to claim their feat in our meéeling; and the fociety
 fhall formally. declare: fuch a perfon to be no more
“ a member. If the fault is 1ot grofly {candalous,.
" vet fuch as give offence and may caufe our way to
* be evil fpoken of,, then we fhall endeavour, as thofe
' who are {piritual, 70 refore fuch an one in the fpirit of
5 r;:m?rzaﬁ, cenfidering ourfelves left we alfo be tempted P
dls Yie 14 - '

I, XXTIL.
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AXHI ¢ Tor this purpofe, the meeting fhall firf

““ appoint one of their number privately to admonifh
“ the offending brother: If this has not the defired
* effet; if he takes not with the admonition or con.
‘“ tinues 1n. his offenfive practice, the fociety fhall next
“ appoint one of their number to rebuke him in pre.
¢ fence of the meeting, and if he acquiefces not in the
* ¢¢ cenfure of the fociety, let him then be expelled 2
“ one who is deftitute of a quiet and meek fpirits”-s-In
all that relates to cenfures and admonition, much is to
be left to the judgment and difcretion of focieties. It
15 evident that mutual admonition is one great and va
luable end of-religious intimacies; but it is as certam,
that many grofs abufes have crept into foctety unde
that {pectous pretext. Under this pretence fome cu
riouflly pry into their.neighbours failings, or malicioully
entertain fecret flanders and calumnious whifpers ; and
by fuch methods they both vex and aflront their bre.
thren, diretly oppofite to the great rule of chariy
which thinketh no cvil, and covereth a multitude of fin
A true friend choofeth to draw a veil over the faling
of his companions: he would even wifh thefe to i
unknown to him{elf, as well as concealed from the eys
of the world. But when he knows them, he firft en
deavours with tendernefs and love to adinonifh, 1n o
der_ to reclaim him and if his own influence fails, thes
that of the fociety, as of a number of intimate friend,
is: to be -interpofed, DBuc fiill their proceedings ant
cenfures thould be like thefe of brethren; that is, i
vreceded by an impartial, or rather, a friendly inquiry
into the nature, mauner, and circumftances of tit
fauit : Whether it be an open {candal, or a {ecret folly!
Whether attrocious in its nature, and fatal in 1ts co
fequences? Whether commiited - through weaknels
or heat of paflion, or if done deliberately ? Whetht
the perfon be habitually fubjed to that. or to lik
failings: or if the fault be ouly in a fingle inftanc;
and whether there be not fome circumftances whid

diminifh the offence: To thefe enquiries we ought;;’
:
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add, 2dly, An inquiry into the charater the perfon
formerly bore, and the fenfe he now has of his fault.
If he is indeed contrite, our cenfure is to be turned
“into confolation; if otherways, we arc to endeavour
to bring him to a fenfe of his error, by reafon and ar-
gument. Inall this, 3dfy, We muylt take care that
our refentment at the fault, does not introduce a diflike
to the perfon, but that on the contrary, we fill main.
tain that love and charity, -which is eflential to Chri-
ftian friendfhip, which diltinguifhes betwixt a perfon
and his faults; and which inftead of rejoicing in the
failings of our neighbour, makes us mourn for his ini-
quities as for our own, and pity, and pray for him
under his infirmities.  Minds thus difpofed, will 4¢4ly,
Admonifh and reprove in the fpirit of meeknefs and
charity, not with an haughty air, nor with an affe&t-
ed fuperiorjty; not with fharp and angry words, rail-
ing, or reviling, which commonly makes the offender
hate the reproof, and him that gives it, and inficad of
zeproving offences, produces bitternefs and flrife, and
with friendly {ympathy, and with words intimating that
love, which ought to be at once the motive and director
of every admonitian,-=-~5£b/y, In all cenfures, we muft
have a tender regard to the credit, and charater of our
brother. “While we heal a wound, we mult take care
that we leave not a fcar. And while we endeavour to
turn oug brother from his follies,. we muft alfo beware
that we leave not a ftain on his charaéter, if it can pofhi-
bly be prevented, - | |
XXIV. ¢ TFor encouraging fuch brotherly cenfures
“ and admonitions, .we all refolve and promife through
“ grace, to fubmit ourfelves in love, and in the fpirit
“ of mceknefs, ta the judgment, advice, and cenfure of
‘“ thefociety, ina]lthingspertaining thereto, Pfal. cxli «.
& Let the righteous fmste me, it fball be a kindnefs, and let
“ him reprove me, it fhall be an excellent oil, which fbalt
“ not break my head.”- ‘ |
XXd. ¢ We ourfelves hereby do, and all who may
¥ hereafter join ws, fhall come under the frong-
o L2 ¢ eft
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¢ eft engagements and promifes, that we thall not in 5.
“ ny cafe, direCtlyorindire@ly, divalgeany thing which
““ mayany way be to the prejudics of the {oticty, ora.
¢ ny of the members of it; nay that we fhall'not even
¢ mention théfe things which are ufeful or agreeable,
“ ascomingfromthemeeting, unlefsit bebythe appoint.
‘“ ment of the meeting, or with their allowance ; nor
‘¢ fhall we even then, condefcend on perfons, br theit
¢ particalar opinions. Whoever tranfgreffeth this
¢ rule, thall for the firft fault be fharply rebuked, by
“ one appointed by the meeting for this purpofe, and
“ in cafe of a fecond fault, fhall be cxpellcd our focie.
« ty.” " -
XXVI. * No perfon fhall be urged to join our meet-
¢ ing, nor fhall any perfon be invited, without the u.
¢ panimous confent of all the members. And at the
% admiflion of every member, the rules of the fociety
“ fhall be read to them, to which they fhall promife c-
¢ bedience, or fhall fubfcribe them, as the fociety fhall |
¢ appoint.” o - | |
- XXVIL. ¢ Any perfons whoinclineto jein our meet-
“ ing, fhall firft defire one of our number to propoft
“¢ this to the fociety, where, after due delibération, the
€ queftion Thall be put to the vote; and the majority of
“. yoices fhall determine, if, or not, the petfon fhall be
“ admitted. No perfon fhall prefume to bring any oune
“ along with him, until after the mind of the fociety
“ 15 thus known.” T
AXVIL “ But that Chriftian fellowfhip may be
“ more acceflible, andour fociety more generallyufeful,
* if any perfon defire to join with us who is otherways
¢ qualified, but bathful, aitd loath fo {peak or pray he-
“ fore company through over modefty; the fociety ihall
“ asthey fee proper, allow fuch an one to he “prefent
“ for fivey at moft fix times of meeting, without defir-
“ ing him to ofhiciate, yet fo, as lie fhall be bound to aif |
¢ the other rulés of the fogiery.” - .
XXIX. « If any diffétence or quarrel {hall at any
“-time arife betwixt any of eur members, we ﬂli” |
t o - ¢ +ake
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« take the moft prudent, and moft effeltuil methods
« we can, in order to reconcile them, by enquiring in-
« to the yrounds of their difpute, hearmg the parties,
¢ and giving fuch advice and admonition, as may re-
« move the difference, and reconcilg the parties to each
“ other s :lccordmg to the apoflle’s command,” 1 Cor.
VL §,--~3. o

AXX. ¢ If any of the contending parties fhall re-
« fufe to be reconciled to his brother, 1f he diicovers
¢ any ill willto him, or be known tv entertain anger,
“ malice, fpitc, -or fentiments of revenge againft any
“ pe"fon whatever, {uch an one fhail be looked on as
« 3 fot in our fealts of charity, and fhall not be al-
“ lowed to join with us, until he acknowledge his fault,
“ and {how that he is come to 2 better temper of
% mind.” |
XXXI. ¥ We fhall cake all poflible caré to prevent
diforder and confufion, and every thing which may
“ occafion thefe; and left a too great' number of
“ members thould introduce thefe, 1f our fociety grow
“ numerous, we fhall, as circumftances require, form
ourfelves into two fepetate focieties, by common
confent. And'to prevent any difputes which may
“ ayife in doing this, we fhiall éither allow the mem-
£ bers at who% houfes the refpeétive focieties are to
“ meet, to make their alternate choices of all the
members, or we fhall divide the bounds 1n which
our members refide, and clafs thefe together who
“ live in neareft neighbourhood.”----1f but two or three
are met together, they have the promife of our Lord’s
prefence and blefling, and pErhaps fuch companions
do enjoy each other in the moft intimate and particu-
lar hanner when their number is fmall five has been
genera]ly thought a convenient number for matntain-
ing or animating a converfation, and I fhould think ten
t"}c moft that a fellowﬂup meeting {hould confit
of.  * e
| 1QQ!{H “ Qur dividing our mecting fhall make

' ne alteration in our reliivus irwndﬂnps, we {hall

¢ through
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“ through grace, endeayvour to retain the {ame affec.
 tion and {ympathy, and to difcharge the fame
‘ brotherly duties to each other as ever. And as 2
“ help to this,” we fhall keep a regular corre{pondence
““ with each other, (and with any other {ociety meet.
ing in our peighbourhoad, if they fhall agree to it)
by appointing one or two of our number to join thefe
meetipgs by turns, that thus, knowing each others
corclition, we may {ympathize with, and pray for one
“ another. Aud that if any thing occur, in which the
¢ advice, or confent of the.{everal {ocietics 1s requilite,
“ or any thing whichmay prove edifying or inftructing,
“ it may be communicated to each fociety by fuch cor.

£
¢
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¢ refpondents.” -

XXXIIIL ¢« With the confentofthefe othermeetings
‘“ with whom correfpondeénce is kept, general megtings
“ may be appointed as circumftances require, and by
¢ thefe, daysmay be {et apart forprayer and fafting, but
¢ thefe only for the members of the feveral focieties,”
““ and- that only, when fome peculiar providences re-
“ guire it.” T h

XXXIV. ¢ If any Chriftians in our neighbourhood
¢ incline to form themfelves into a fellowfhip meeting
¢ and defire our advice or aflitance; or, if any foci:
‘¢ eties of the younger fort, whofe youth, or want of
¢ knowledge and experience expofes them to the
¢ danger of mifmanagements, be near us, we fhall
“ chearfully give them 2ll the help we can, by ap-
¢ pointiug one or more of our number to join them,
« keeping correfpondence with them, or “otherwift
 aiding them, as providence gives opportunity or abi-
« Lpo Al ¥ aabiowiih e

X)%XV. “ Though it is highly proper, that women,
“« as well as men, fhould form themfelves into {uch re-
« ligious engagements; yet decency, order, and the
« difproportion betwixt the {tronger and weaker, veflels
“ make us refolve, that our meeting fhall in no cafebe

“ promifcuous.”
XXXVL
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XXXVI. « If, upon a Sabbath day, the cohprega-
“ tion is vacant, fuch members as are not-from home
¢ at public worﬂnp fhall meet together for fpiritual ex-
" erc:fes ; and this befides the ufual meetings on week
ol d"i‘yq ”

XXXVIL ¢ We fhall attend the meetings of our {o-
“ ciety in the moft cautious and lealt noify way pofl-
¢« ble. We ihall fhun all oftentation m coming to them
“ or going from them; and fhall not boatt of our fellow-
“ {hip and profeffion, that thus our meetings may re-
 {emble the exercifes of the clofet, known nnly-to our
 Father in heaven.”

XXXVIIL * That our rules ‘may more ef‘r‘e&ually
“ take place, we fhall caufe them to be read over in our
“ meeting once each month (atleaft once each quarter)
‘" as allo at every time swhen any member is admitted.
“ And every member fliall be allowed copies of them,
¢ if they defire 1t.” ;-

XXXIX. . For this purpofe alfoit is ]udged pruper,
“ that the perfon who laft officiated in worthip fhould
‘“ prefide in our converfation in the intervals; that is,
““ "That he fhould ftate the queftions propofed; fhould
“ fum up the fentiments of the meeting upon'any {ub-
1e&, after every one has given his opinion of it ;
“ {hould call the votesof the fociety 3 fhould pronounce
“ cenfures; fhould interpofe to prevent too muchfpeak-
“ Ing or repetitions, and to reprefs heat or paﬂion in a-
ny of the members ; fhould alk .queftions from fuch
books as the fociety chufes, and after the members
have given their opinions, fhould compare them with
the anfwers in the book; and, in a word, thould act
in the name, and as the mouth of the whole fociety,
in all matters which may caft up during the intervals
" forefaid. * In all thefe thingshe fhall be fubmitted to
“ by all the members in ‘the {pirit of meeknefs; but
* this his office fhall fubfift no longer than until ano~

* ther has prayed, who fhall then efficiate as abovc di-
“rected.”
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XL. Finally, « We having formed ourfelves into
“ a fociety for prayer and fpiritual conference, and
““ having unanimoufly agreed upon the.above rules
“ we do, through divine grace, promife and rzfolve to
““ obey them, and fubjedt ourfelves to them .in all
‘“ pomts, and oblige ovriclves, thatswe thall m o cafle
““ infringe them, or difpenic with any one of themy, un:
“ lefs the whole of-our members, and. the focieties
¢ with which we correfpond, and the minifter of the
‘““.paruh in which we rehide, {hall advife or. confent
“ thereto.”ssvs-=se==ie=---This tule will perhaps appear
too rigid at firfl view, but it muft be confidered, 'that it
focieties do not pay a {iri¢t regard to their.rules, it
will be impoflible to prevent the bad confequences com-
plained of or feared, and.as impoflible to procure the
valuable purpofes intended by them. Andif this rule
isnotregarded, focieties will foon make havoc of all their
regulations; and the difpenfing with  one rule will
become a precedent for difpenfing with any or all of
them. L T

Thus I have Iaid down the: rules by which I hum-
bly propofe religious companions fhould act in theit
fellowfhip meetings. It is probable that many perfons
of knowledge and experience will think fome of thefe
rules unneceffury or even trifling : and, indeed 1t Is
true, that fome of them will be of very little ufe to
{ocieties of long flanding, or whofe members have
attained to real prudence; but, -it. muft be remembred
I write this for the benefit of perfons who have not at-
tained fo much, and of thofé: who are byt forming
themfelves into fuch focietiesy and for fuch, Iam per-
{uaded, they will all appear realonable, if not necefia-
rv. .. e e T

" But the fupport of religions focieties” does not: de-
pend on the charater of the -members, and their-con-
du&t in their meetings only;. it is further requifite,
that thev act fuch a part to each other in civil life, as
may cement their fiiendfhips, and may increafe their

mutual
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mutual good will to each other. this leads me to-the
third thing I propofed, viz.

IIl. To offer fome advices to members of religious {o-
cieties, relating to their condudt towards each other in
the commerce of the world.

As fellowfhip of this kind ought to be founded on
efteem and affetion, as thefe engagements imply the
mol facred intimacies, fo the moft fincere and thoe
rough friendfhip is ncceffary to fupport them. And
therefore. |

1. Members of religious focieties ought as brethren
to bcar with one anothers infirmities and frequent
failings. 'When we examine our own hearts, alas
what a valt number of wrongs and wants appear? We
may {ay in the {lile of the Plalmilty Innumerable evils
canpafs me about, Plal. xl. 12. And if each of thele
be fuitained by our friends as grounds of averfion and
difregard, friendfhip, nay fociety itfelf muft foon end.
If we are confcious of our own failings, we wifh that
our friends would pity us, would draw a veil over
our faults, and aid us in eorrefting them: and {hould
we not judge in the fame manner with regard to others
25 we would have them do in our behalf? We ought
to remember that the {pirits of different men are like
their bodily conftitutions, fubjelt to difterent maladies
and diftempers. Should we then fuppofe a number
of difeafed perfons in an infirmary, one afflited witha
gout, another with a gravel, fome complaining of
iicknefs, and others of pain, &c. if, inftead of pitying .
and aiding each other, they fhould make their difte-
rence of ailments a ground of difputing and quarrel-
ling, how madly ridiculous would fuch a conteft ap-
pear? And if in like manner in a fociety of Chriftians,
one 1s naturally paflionate, and another pofitive, fome
of quick and ready faculties, and others whofe talents
arc fewer and weaker; one fubject to one prevailin
plague of heart, and another to infirmities of a difs.
ferent or oppofite kind, does not this call for the
fame fympathy, as every one, efpecially iick perfons,

M ouglts
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ought to exercife with each other? Or if, inftead of
this, it excites contention and hate, 1s it not as ridicu-
lous as in the cafe juft now mentioned! When there.
fore we think on the infirmities and faults of our bro.
ther, let us repard them us difeafes he is fubject to;
let us not {uffer this to leflen our efteem or affection
for him ; let us on the contrary enquire how we may
remove ot correct the evils he labours under; and
with prudence and adtivity let us endeavour to remedy
them.

2. 'Inorder to maintain mutual friendfhip, we muft
beware of taking the expreflions or actions of our
companions in bad part,- or by a wrong handle. This
is perhaps one of the molt neceflary rules, m order
to preferve the peace of focieties of whatever kind, and
to prevent thefe. breaches- which often overturn the
molt intimate and facred engagements. We often
find the moft inveterate énmities arifing from no
greater caufe than a mifunderftood expreflion, ora
miiconftruted allion, -or, -at moft, from fome flight
indifcretion in people’s language or behaviour. Such
trifling events firflt produce coldnefs, and chagnn
their refentment ; which foon grows up to hatred and
cnmity;-------=---Behold what a great fire a fmall fpark
kindles foees omimaaacn- How neceflary then to {mother it
while but weak? To this purpofe, if our companion
happens to fay any thing which we thiuk reflets on
us, or which we apprehend to be ill natured, unman-
nerly or fatyricaly we muft notinftantly condemn him;
we oupht firlt with charity and tendernefs to examine
whether the exprefion be capable of another and bet-

ter meaning 5 whether it be {poke in good humout,
with a view todivert and not fo -injure 3 and whethet
it may not proceed from fome mif-information or mifs
confliuction.-w--s-ese-e~-In iike manner, we muft not
rafhty condemn thofe actions, which; at firft view, we,
apprehend to-be unfriendly, or even unjuft.«-ee-=-- ~lt
15 the extreme of prefumption, to conclude that our
firlt apprehenfions of things are infallibly true.--=---~-

Humility
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Humility, charity, and prudence, forbid this, and re-
quire us to cxamine whether theve be not fomething
in the nature, manner, motives and views of the ac-
tion, which at lealt extenuate, if they do not altoge-
ther vindicate the conduét of our friend: and if an
expreflion be capable of a good and agreeable mean-
ing; if an ation can be conceived of in 3 favourable
bight, in thofe views we are bound to regard them.
--------=-()r if the expreflions or adtions of our brother
are fuch, as we can neither foften nor vindicate,
we mult then, with meeknefs, inform our offending
{riend of what we think has injured us: if he has the
difpofitions that become a friend, he will exther fatisfy
us of his condult, or acknowledge his fault (which
obliges us to forgiye him:} or if he want thefe difpo-
(itions, we fuftain no lofs by giving up correfpondence
with him: but along with this, we mult give up re-
fentment alfo joee--~-=-Charity fuffereth long and is kind

=eweasis 1ot eafily provoked------thinketh no ¢ULleemr-bear-
eth all thingse=-ccendureth all things, 1 Cor. xiit. 4, §,

: 3. As brethren we muft fympathize with each
other in the feveral events which providence may dif-
penfe to any of us: could we come to conceive of
our relations to each other, in the way in which the
{criptures reprefent them, we would then find the fym.
pathy I f{peak of, becoming as natural to us, No
man ever yet hated his” own flefh; but when one
member is in pain, all the reft will {uffar, at-leaft it
muft be a rotten member that is not affeted with the
agonies of it’s fellows. If we conceive of ourfelves as
members of that body, of which Chrift is the head,
we will then be careful, That there fhould be no [chifm.in
the body, but that the members fbould have the fame care
onc for ancther : And- whether one member fuffer, .all
the members fuffer wvithit; or one member be honcured,
a/l the mempers rejoice with ity 1 Cor, xii. 25, 26. . If
our glorious head be affliCted in all the aflli¢tions of
“is people, Ifa. Ixiii, 9. Ifhe is perfecuted by their

- M2 {ufterings,
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{ufferings, AQsix. 4. then fuch as are united to him,
and are membgers of his body, will in like manner
fympathize with their fellow faints, they will fecl
each others pains, will mourn in each others calam-
ties, will bear one ‘anothers burdens, and do allin their
power for relieving them, like the great apoltle 2 Cor,
1. 20, Who is weak, and I am ngt weak? Who is off ended
and [ burn not? -

4. This fympathy will engage us, chearfully to
communicate all we can afferd to the necelfities of our
brethren, by fupplying their wants, as far as then
condition, and our circumftances may allow, Having
our pift ready, as a matter of bounty, not covetoufnef;
mememienesewgiving not grudgingly, or of neceffity: yor God
loveth a chearful giver, .2 Cor. ix. g, 4. If the love of
our neighbour fhould engage to this, the love of Chuift
{hould confirain to it, fince he counts our kindnefs to
his poor members, as done to himfelf. See Matth. xyv.
34=40. * '

- - The fame motives ought to engage us to confider
the interefts of our friends in all things as oyr ows
and therefore to take every opportunity of ferving
affifting, and obliging them. * Are any of our brethren
under malicious ‘calumny and reproach? we muft do
all in our power to vindicate their reputation; to wipe
off all afperfions from their charadtey, and to fet it in
a true light. - Are they injured? we muff exert our
felves in pleading their caufe, and in maintaining
their right. Are ‘they expofed to any danger? we
muft, with refolution, endeavour to protet them by
our afliftance and advice: ina word, if in any want
we can be ufeful to them, we ought to confider they
are our brethren, and fhould therefore fabour for their
interefts; 7o do' geod, and to communicate forget nit
Jor with fuch facrifices Cod is well pleafed, Heb. xin
6. While we endeavoyr to maintain and exercilt
an unfeigned love for our brethren, we muft, a} the
- | | ame



of Religious Fellowthip. 03

fame time, beware that we indulge nothing in our
own temper or conduct, which may leflen their efteem
of us, or their affeltion for us. It is one of the great-
et infirmities of human nature, that we are blind to
our own imperfections and faults: we readily perceive
the mote in our neighbour’s eye, while we obferve
not the beam 1 our own : we have many excuies for our
own faults, while we make no allowances for the fail-
ings of others, we often indulge ourfelves in thefe very
things which we cenfure in others, and take a liberty
to ourfclves which we went grant themy; but if we
are ferious in our profeflion of friendfhip, we will be
carneft in defiring, and careful in adverting to the
cenfure of our Chriftian intimates: with care and
frequency we will examine and cenfure our own con-
duét, as if not ours, but another’s; and by fuch judg-
ment we will correét and improve our converfation,
cven the moft minute circumftances: Let us not there-
fore judge ene another any more, but judge this rather,
that no man put a flumbling blsck, or an occafion to fall
in his neighbour’s way, Rom. xiv. 3. Nor muft we think
it enough that we abftain from things criminal, that our
brother be not offended: the fcripture intimates an obli-
gation to forbear even things innocent and allowable,
when they come te be of fuch a kind, as wound the con-
{cience of our brethren, 1 Cor.viil. g, 11, 12,13, But take
boed kft this liberty of yours. become a flumbling block to
them that are weak-=+-~-and through thy knowledge fhall
the weak brother perifb, for whom Chrift died. But when
you fin fo againft the hrethren, and wound their weak con-
faencey ye fin againft Chriff.  Whercfore if meat make my
brother to offend. I will eat no flefp while the world
Randethy leafp Imake my brother-to offend. It is thus we
are to condefcend to men of low eltate; thus we muft
bear one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the law of
Chrift. - | ’

7. Laftly, Reciprocal love and good offices will
lead us to a fondnefs for each other’s company; and

this
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this, not only in our formal meetings, but on every
opportunity which cafts up. 1have often obferved with
plealure, members of fociety meetings in the place
where 1 live, feeking each other out, and forming
companies on the road, in returning from fermons, or
other public affemblies; and while they communed to-
gether of divine things, and with an affetionate free.
dom opened their hearts to each other, I could not
but fay, fee how they love one another,~--The com.
panions who love, and are beloved by us, are the peo.
ple in whofe company we find the greateft relaxation
of Spirit, and the moft rational and. folid pleafure:
while their opinions have the moft influence, their
counfel and example have the greateft weight with us;
and thus intimacies founded-on love, gain ftrength by
frequent correfpondence; andby this alfo, more effeCtu-
ally obtain the noble purpofes of friendfhip. To con:
clude this head. Tt

If members of religious focieties were thus difpofed,
and. thus exercifed, this would gualify them more and
more for acting 2 proper part in their religious meet-
ings; and their exercife in thefe would greatly fortify
the amiable difpofitions I have recommended.«--s-:
By this method, the difaftrous evils, which break the
peace of fociety, and difappoint its noble purpofes, will
beprevented. Efteem, affection, benevolence, gratitude,
and the whoie lovely train of focial virtues, will daily
grow; the blefled”purpofes of fociety will bie obtained,
and our meetings will indeed become feafts of char
ty. .

As with a private Chriftian, it is not enough that
he act fuch 3 part, as he can anfwer for to his own
mind, but he alfo makes it his care to be without
rebuke in the world, and, as far as is confiftent with
a good confcience, to obtain their efteem and approba-
tion; {o ought it to be with 3 religious fociety. Whiie
they are at pains, by the rules of their fraternity, t0
approve themfelves to each other; -they muft alfo en-
deavour, by all means, to prevent the cenfures tlis

d | WwOI
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world readily make on every thing which differs from
their way, or {eems to condemn their praltices; and
muft act in fuch a way towards them that are without,
2s may force from them that tellimony which is due
to the way of religion. 1 therefore proceed to the laft
thing I propofed, viz. )

IV. 'Lo offer fome advices to the members of religious
{ocieties, relating to their condudl toward thofe who are
without ; who either have no profefiion of religion, or
who do not join in fuch religious fellowfhip as this we
fpeak of. |

The efes of the world are, no doubt on every one
who has a profeflion of religion; and, in a particular
manner, on perfons who are profefledly allociated on
religious views: with a criminal partiality they obferve
their overt praltices; they pry into their {ceretcondudt,
and {eck every way to find occafion for cenfure: every
mifcarriage they difcover, gives them a malicious joy;
they prepofterouflly fancy, that the faults of a religi-
ous perfon authorizes their ¢rimesy and often come to
conclude, that religion is but a vame, and that a pro-
feiion of it is but a mafk. A Chriftian therefore and
a meniber of a religious fraternity, muft in all his con-
duct have this great purpofe in view, viz. To main-
tain the credit and dignity of religion ; to evidence the
fincerity of his own prefeflion; and to fet Chriftianity
in that amiable light by his example, as may recommend
it to all around him, and may engage the world at once
to receive, and love the ways of God. And fer thele
ends, . 5

1. Members of religious focieties, ought to beware
of difpifing and undervaluing thofe they think ftrang-
ers to religion, and of treating them in a haughty and
fupercilious manner; though indeed the being a Chrifs
tian exalts the lowelt man to fuperior dignity; yet
fuch dignity is quite inconfitent with a Pharifaical
pride, and will never warrant us to treat thofe with
contempt, who feem ftrangers to Chriftianity. Such
4 conduct makes the world look on religion asa ftuff

and
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and unfociable principle; makes them conceive a hatred
and averfion to the profeffors, yea to the profeflion o
Chriftianity itfelf; and whets their malice to difcover,
and expofc whatever they can find amifs in the lives
of religious people. On the contrary, an eafy
condefcending, affable, and obliging conduét, recom.
mends religion, difarms malice iticlf, and forces even
a wicked perfon to elteem, love, and revere a good
man. Such a conduct fhould therefore beé habitual to
a Ch:iftian, and “ever exercifed towards all perfons: «.
ven while we teftify o diflike to the practices or {hua
the fociety of the profane, it {till muft be done with
goodnature, good manners, 2nd difcretion. In like man.
nEr,

2. A member of a religious fraternity, ought to be.
ware of rafh, paflionate, or public eenfures on the cha:
racters of others however notour their faults may be.
1 have already fhown, that cenfures on the praQtices of
perfons, not members of the {ociety, is quite improper
for religious meetings*. It 1s ftill more improper for
any particular member to act fuch a part: and it 1sto
all purpofes unreafonable, if done in a paflionate or ina
public manner; fuch a way looks like an affuming a {u-
periority over thofe we reprove, or intimates a difregard
and averfion to them; and muft therefore be carefully
fhunned, if we would either gain them to religion, or
maintain our charatter with them. Though we are fill
bound to cenfure vice wherever we find it, yet we muk
always take care that our reproof be givenin a proper
{eafon, and in the moft modeft and engaging way ow
prudence can dire€t. And therefore, |

2. We ought, by all acts of good will and kindnefls,
to convince thofe, that, however we diflike their ways,
we love their perfons; we mult take every opportuni-
ty of doing good to them; and even when they ex-
prefs the utmoft enpity agamit us, we muft demon-

ftrate our readinefs to forgiveand to do good, even to
ous

* }ide Rule xi1. Page 74, 75, &
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1 ouy moft 1nveterate enemies. As an evidence of this
; temper, |

4. We muft, with all diligence, endeavour to bring
) thofe that are ftrangers, to know and relifh the things
{ that pertain to godlinefs ; for thts purpofe, our pray-

%crs, our example, and all che influence we can have
kwith them muft be exercifed ; and this we are to make

b

our purpofe in all our converfation with them. A ju-.
dicious and lively Chriftian will take the hint from al-
moft every circumftance, to turn the converfation from
vain or crimina} fubjedts, to thofe that are facred and
important : and if to this art, we could add the fkill
of handling thefe fubjects in a worthy, yet entertain-
ing way, what a blefling wonld a religious perfon be,
to every company he enters? It is this the apofile ex-
hotts to, Col iv. 5, 6. #alk in wifdom towards them
that arc without, .redeeming the time. Let your fpeech
be always with grace feafened with falt, &ec.

§. Laftly, Members of fociety meetings miuft en-
deavour in all things, to a€l fuch a part as will bear
the moft eenforious fcrutiny their gnemies can make,
Though we fhould fpeak with the tongues of men and
ngels, yet if our pratice belies what our lips utter,
we are but as founding brafs, and a tinkling eymbal;
nd the more flamiing our profeffion be, the more pro-
er objects are we of ridicule and contempt. We muit
herefore, to an attive diligence in all the duties of de-
otion, add a zealous activity in all the duties we are
pound to by our relationg, callings, and ftations what-
ver. While we endeavour to keep a clofe watch over
ur hearts and praCtice, that we fin not againft God,
¢ mutl al{o take all poflible care, that we entertain
0 fentiment, that we indulge no paflion, that we ut-
cr no expreffion, .and that we allow ourfelves in no
iction, which may injure any man in his character, per-
on, or eftate: nor muft we think, that the molt fla-
rant crimes will watrant us to tran(grefs this rule, or
0 negledt the duties we otherwife owe to the wicked
eton; we muft &ill diftinguifh betwixt the per{on

N and
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and his erime: while we hate the laft, we muit fil
love the firft, and fhew .that we love Lhim, by mourn-
ing for his wickednefs, pitying him, praying to Gof
for him, and taking every meafure prudence can dired,
in order to reclaim and recover him.

It is by fuch a conduct as this, that Chnitians wil
force the approbation of the world in fpite of envy: by
{fuch a practice the hater of religion will be oblige
to own the beauty that is in godlinefs : and if he is no
brought to imitate, at leaft he will efteem and revere:
good man. Though fometimes the ways ot Godar
attacked in the perfon of a Chriftian, though fuch my
for a while fuffer reproach, yet their real charadl
will at laft difplay itfelf in its genuine excellency, it wil
appear the brighter that it has been tried, and ther:
by have a more affeCting influence on thofe who o
ferve it, perhaps on thofe very perfons who traducd
“them. The fun itfelf is fometimes eclipfled, or wati
through a cloud, which, as it were, tarnithes its lufte;
“but when at laft he breaks out, his beauty appen
more remarkably, and his brightnefs more dazzing;
even {0, The path of the juft is as the fbining light, wh
[bineth more and more unto the perfect day, Prov.w.d
v Let your light fo fbine befsre men, that they i
fee your good works, and glorify your Father who iss
beaven, Mat. v. 16.—S8ce then that ye walk circumfpi
Iy, nat as fools, but aswife, redeeming the time, bect

the days are evil, Eph. v 16. Follow peace withall T]
and holinefs, without which ng man fhall fee the Lord.
Thus, as I propofed, I have oftered fome regut

- tions for preventing the evils complained of, and &
the more effeCtual obtaining the purpofes of religio
intimacies : but, before I have done, I muft oblem
- "F'hat though cvery body owns, that vicious compin
- ons are the moft dangerous evils, and tlat our o
fafety from {uch, is by keeping at a diitance; yet it
one of the moft diffhiculc matters, to prcvhil with ms
iind to relinquith the fociety of perfuns whofe prift
- ~ ik
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ples and praltices are fo agreeable to depraved appe-
tites and paflion; and it is gqually diflicult to perfuade
them to take up with companions whofe thoughts are
employed on things beyond the world, whofe affec-
tions are engaged to things above it, and wiofe prac-
tices are in molt mftances different, and in many things
oppolite to the received maxims and ways of it. I
hall therefore make the following refleCtions, as fo ma-
ny inferences from what I have faid.

i. 'That religious intimacies are the heft prefervatives
“againft the infetious evils which arife from our com-
munication with perfons of vicious principles and im.
moral practices. Such is the inclination mankind have
to fociety, that the moft of people think any company
is better than none ; hence they readily enter 1uto fuck:
correfpondence with thofe that are neareft, as foon
grows up to familiarity.~—Their opinions fteal in up-~
on therr minds.—~~1If bad principles have impofed on
their companions, by means of that falfe glofs with
which prejudice drefleth them, they will be communi-
cated with the fame difguife, and for the fame reafons
will be readily believed and adopted by thofe that hear
them. If therefore a perfon be not {olidly eftablithed
in the principles of truth and virtue, but takes up his :
companions at random, what an extreme hazard does -
he run of being debauched hoth in principles and mo-
rals? And how neceflary is it, that every one fhould
be at the utmoft pains to enter into intimacies with
thofe only whofe converfation and example may efta.
blifh him in worthy fentiments, and form him to ex-
¢ellency of manners ? For, |

2. Religious fellowthip appears to be attended with
all the advantages which a reafonable man can propofe
to him{elf by any kind of intimacies. Ioes one want
information or improvement in knowledge, he will find
religious intimates have a noble influence to, furnifh and
‘mprefs the mind with fuch fentiments, divine and mo-
ral, as form the fonl to true devotion, real holinefs and
txcellency. Dp we want a true friend, who may take
- N2 part
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part in all our concerns, encourage us in things thy
are woythy,. and be fo fingularly kind, as to tell us of
our failts, and advife us how fo corre& them, we wil
find the very conftitution of 2 re]:gmus fraternity gives
us the profpet of a number of fuch intimates = or ‘g
we incline to that eafy relaxation of mind, that innocent
¢hearfulnefs and “joy which we alwa}rs expect fron
our intimates, We may ‘confidently hope for this with
frierids who have the beft reajon and the beft rlght to
exercife it ™.~ -

3. Itis plam that thele advantages are mutua] the
benefits anifing from religious felfow[hlp {5 fuch as e
very meinber has the fame accefs to, and may enjoy in
the fame meafure : while oné 1s edified, his compani.
ons are inftiucted ; while he is revived, they are re.
frefhed; and - privaté improvéments hercby become
diffufively ufeful e{'pccmlly confidering,

4. That one fociety of rehg:ous intimates, duly form-
ed;-and properly exercifed,” may have a bleﬂ?:d influ.
ence on all around them; and thi§ not only by their
prayers, but alfo by their examplcs. ‘Example is ont
of thefe things which equally influence mankind to good
or bad, to virtue or to vice { But we may, in charity
to human nature, hope that its influence to reform
fliould beyet ftronger than to fedce : there is fome-
¢hing in"the charafer of 4 real Chriftian, fo lavely, fo
deﬁreable, that even perfons who will not imitate, ar
yét obliged to revere and approve of him. " If fuch be
the mﬂucncc of his'example with people in whom the
habits of vice dre confinned, ahd- who are grown up
in wickednefs, what greater, wh.at happier exgc&s may
{uch an example have; wheré the mind is yet capable of
reformation - "What il greater influence, where
reafon acls its part, and direéls peaple to feek for hap-
pinefs in the way of ‘Chriftian excellency # ‘And if ex-
" ample be of fo much confequence, what benefits may
well difpofed perfons expect from the prayers, the ads
?lr.e and friendfhip of 2 devout fociety ?

"~ On thc whole, it appears that religious fellowfhip 2

one
* Sce page 44, 45, &c.



ot Religious Feilowthip,  rer
one of the moft proper and =ife@ual methods for im-
proving that turn our minds naturally have to fociety;
and that {uch focicties, duly regulated, and attended to
will have a molt happy tendency for procuring both a
perfonal and public reformation.

Among the blefled effiets following that {ingular
concern which has appeared in this country for a con.
fiderable while paft, this was one, that the people
crowded together into focieties for prayer and {piritual
conferences. With joy we heard of fellowfhip meet-
ings erected in places and among people where Satan
had long triumphed : yet ferious Chriltians were ap-
prehenfive left fuch meetings, for want of experience,
and of proper regulations, fhould mifs of their aim,
and even fatally mifcarry; the poor people themfelves
were under the fame fears, and applied to all they
thought able to advile them. 1t was long expected,
that fome minifters of the longeft ftanding and experi-
ence would publifh {fomewhat for their diretion in
fuch % critical. jupéture. ~ The meetings in the place
where I refide applied.to me, to draw up fome regula-
tions for them; I did fo, and was afterwards impor-
tuned to publifh them, with fome differtation on the
nature and reafonablenefs of fuch engagements. 'This
Uhave effayed to do, in fuch a way, as may be of ufe
(0 divet in, our conduct as members of {ociety mn ge-
neral, and in every focial engagement, though more
marticglarly m focieties for religious fellowfhip. No-
thing, as far as I know, has ever been publifhed on
the fubject, except fome general rules, which (as 1
slready obferved) are readily difpenfed with. It 15
thus I have been induced to offer the above reflections
and adyices to ‘the public. What may be wrong or
vanting, I hope will be excufed, in regard of the fub-
jelt’s being new. If this can but offer hints to {fome
abler hand, I-fhall think my pains well employed : if
it engage any number to religious fellowfhip, or prove
ufeful to them i that exercife, my wifh is obtained.
May God grant thatit mayan{wer thefe purpofes. Amen.

- APPENDIX,
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PromMi1SED, p. 8. That, by way of appendix, I
would here add a fpecimen of the noble fubjets
of converfation; which the fcripture fuggeft as a help
to focieties when but forming, or where the members
cannot afford themf{elves variety. And I here fubjoin
them. o T B
1e=-It is faid, Alts ii. 13, ¢ When they heard this
«“ they were pricked in their hearts,” &c. Q. When
may the heart be faid to be {avingly convinced of fin!
2.««-John xvi. 8. ¢ When the Comforter is come,--
“ he will reprove the world of fin,” &c. Q. What is
the difference betwixt the conviétions of natural men,
and thofe of true penitents? =
3.---Rom. vii. 13. ¢ That {in, by the commandment
“ might become exceeding finful,” e, Q. 1. What
is it thai renders fin fo exceeding criminal{ Q. 2,
How is it by the commandment? = - - 7 -
Jo-~-Jer. ii. 19, % Know therefore, and fee that it is
¢ an evil and a bitter thing, that thou haft for{aken the
“ Lord thy God.” Q. 1, What is in the nature of
fin which renders it an evil and bittér thing? Q. 2.
When may a perfon be fard to know the evil and bit-
ternels of it ? T
5.~ -Alts xx1v. 25.---% Felix trembled,” &¢. Q. 1.
Whence is it that conviftions prove fruitlefs? Q, 2.
How fhall we prevent thisevil? = -~ =~ >
6.----Plal. xix. 12. “ Who can underftand his er-
rors 2" Q: How fhall we be exercifed, in order to dif-
cover our {ecret faults? - B
7.---2 Cor. vit. 11. “ For behold+
¢ that ve {orrowed after a godly: ezt
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is that forrow for fin which is indeed after a godly
fortd Q. 2. How are we to be exercifed, in order to
attain 1t ! .

8.---Job xxxiv. 32. ** What I fee not teach thou me.”
Q. What is that difcovery of fin which a mourning
nenitent is to pray for? | -

g.=-=1 Thefl. v. 19. ¥ Quench not the Spirit.” Q.
When may cne be faid to quench the Spirit ?

10.---Luke xii. 3. “ Lxcept ye repent ye fhall all
“ likewife perifh.” Q. What is that repentance which
is unto ife !

11..--Pfal. xcvit. 10. “ Ye that love the Lord hate
“ evil” Q. What are the evidences of a true hatred
at fin ?

12.---Hof. x1. 7. ¢ And my people are bent to back-
“ fliding from me.” Q. What are the figns of a back-
fliding foul ? o |

13.-~-Heb. 11i. 12. * Take heed, brethren, left there
‘“ be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, in depart-
“ mg from the living God.” Q_ 1. What is that evil
heart of unbelief? Q. 2. How fhall we krow when
unbelief prevails? Q. 3. How fhall we prevent it?

14.--- If 1 regard fin in my heart, the Lord will
“ not hearme.” Q. When rnay one be faid to regard
fin in his heart ?

15.~-Ifa. xxviil. 17. * The hail thall {weep away

“ the refuge of lies.” Q. 'What are the refuges of lies,
with which fo many deceive themfelves ?

16.~=-Matth, vi1.. 26.--- 1 will liken kam to a foolith

“ man which buiit his houfe upon the fand.” Q. Who
are the foolith who build on the fand !

17.---Plal. It. 17. % The facrifices of God are a bro-

“ ken fpirit.” Q. What is that contrition of fou),
whith is {o acceptable to God ?

18 ---Ezek. xxxvi. 26. “ A new heart allo will ¥

“ give unto you:” Q. What are she. evidences of 2
renewed: foul ?

19.~--John iii. . % Excepe a man be bom‘ ?gain he
! Cannot
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¢ cannot enter the kingdom of God.” Q.. On why
grounds may one conclude that he is born of Ged!
20.~--Matth. xviit. 3. ¢ Except ye be converted, and
% become as little children, ye thall not enter into the
¢ kingdom of Ged.” Q. What are thefe difpofitions
in which a fincere convert is to refemble a hittle child?
21.--Eph. ii. 1. “ You hath he quickened, who were
¢ dead in trefpafles and fins.”  Q, What are the figns
of fpiritnal life ? . "
22.---Matth. v 6. * Blefled ate they that hunger and
€ thirlt after righteoufnefs, for they fhall be filled.”
Q. Who are the perfons who may Le faid to hunger
and thirft after righteoufiefs ¢ f
23.—Pfal. ix. 18.  For the needy fhall not always
‘¢ be forgotten, the expeltation of the poor fhall not
¢ perifh for ever.,”. Q. Who are the poer and needy
oncs, whom God will not forget? |
24.—Gal. 1. 13, 16.. * But when it pleafed God~
¢ to reveal hisSon in me.” Q. When may Chrift be
faid to be revealed 1n 2 perfon’s foul ? |
25.—John i. 14. “ We beheld his glory, the glory as
¢ of the only begotten Son of God, full of grace and
¢ truth.” Q. 1. What is that glory which a Chriftian
difcovers in the Lord Chrift ? Q..2. How.fhall a foul
attain to fuitable views of chis glory ?
26.—Ifa. xxvi. g ¢ With my foul have 1 defired
¢ thee in the night, and with my {pirit within me will
“ I feek thee early.” Q. 1. What are thefe defires af-
ter God, which we may conclude to be of divine grace!?
Q. 2. What is it to feek God with the fpirit, and-that
early 7 Q. 3. How fhould a longing foul be exercifed
in feeking the Lord ?
27.—John i. 12, “ But as many as received him, to
¢« them gave he power to-become the fons of God. QS’
What 15 it to receive Jefus Chrift in truth and realty!
28.~—Ifa. Ivi. 6. And taketh hold of my covenant.”
Q. What 1s it to lay hold on God's covenant ?
29.—kleb. vi, 18.— We might have firong confola-

- y
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 tion, having fled for refuge to lay hold on the hopefet
““ before us.” Q_Who are they who have truly fled, to
Chrilt for conflolation?

10.--Rom. vi. 15. # Yield yourfelves unto God, as

§ o thefe that ate alive from the dead, and your members
: ‘* asinftrumentsofrighteoufnefs untoGod.” Q. 1. What

isit to yield ourfelves unto God? Q. 2. When may our

t members be faid te be inltruments ot righteoufnefs un-
10 God?

31.---Rom.x. 3. % They béingignorant of God’srigh-

} ¢ teoulnefs,and goingabout toefablifhtheirownrighte-
§ ¢ oulnefs, havenot {ubmitted thetnfelves unto therighte-
| ¢ oufnefs of God.” Q. 1. Who arethefe whogo aboutto
 cltablith their own righfeoufnefs? Q. 2. Who are thefe
| who have fubmitted themfelves unto the rigtecoufnefs

of God? "~
32.~-Phil 1ii. 3. ¢ For we are the circumcifion, who

{ ' worlhip God in thefpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus,
| and have uo confidence in the flefhi.” Q. 1. What is
1t to worlhip God in the fpirit? Q. 2. Who are they
 that rejoice in Chrift Jefus? Q. 3. Who are they who
 have no confidence in the flefh? ‘

33.~-Luke i. ¢3. ¢ He hath filled the hurigry with

1 oood things, and the rich he hath fent empty away.”

Q. 1. Who are thehungry, to whom the promife ismade ?
Q. 2. What is that fatisfaction which is promifed to

Ythem ? Q. 3. Who are the rich who aré fent empty a«
dvay !

3452 Cor. v. 17, If any mian be in Chrift, heisa

1 new creature.,” Q., When may one be {aid to be in
[Chrift Jefus?

35.-=-Marth vii. 24. % T will liken him to a wife man,
* whe built his houfe upon a2 rock.” Q.. Who are
they who have built on the rock?

36.-~Col. it; 10: ¢ And ye are complete in him.” Q.
t. What is it to be complete in Chrilt? Q. 2. When
iy we conclude that we are complete in him!?
E 37.---Ifa. %il. 2,--=¢ I will truft and not be afraid.”
. 1. What is the ground of a Chriftian’s Conﬁdencz

9. an
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and truft? @, 2. What is it to truft with confidence
and without fear?

38.-=-Ifa. I 10,  Who is among you that feareth the
¢ Lord, and that obeyeth the voice of his fervant, that
« walketh in darknefs, and hath no light? Let him trul
“ in the name of the Lord, and flay upon his God.” Q.
1. What is it to fear the Lord? Q. 2. What s 1t too-
bey the voiccof his fervant? Q. 3. What is 1t to trult
in the Lord, and ftay vpon our God? Q. 4. How ihal
one attain to a ftayed truft in God, when they are walk.
ing in darknefs. |

79.---Mat. v. 20. ““ except your righteoufuefs thall ex.
« ceed the righteoufuefs of the fcribes and pharifees, ye
¢ fhall in no cafe enter into the kingdom of God.” Q.
1. Whatis that Pharifaical righteoufnefs which a Chrif.
tian muft exceed? Q. 2. Wherein muft our righteouf.
nefs exceed that of the Pharifees? |

~40.--Mat. vi. 10. * Thy will be done in earth asim

¢ heaven.” Q. When may our will be {aid to be fub:
je€ted o the will of God? -

41.-=Mat. v. 47. ¢ If ye falute your brethren only,
“ what do ye more than others? Q. Wherein mult w
exceed the ordinary fort of profeflors of religion?

42.-«-Rom. vii. 24. * O wretched man that I am,
¢ who fhall deliver me from the body of this death!

Q. Who are the true wreftlers againit the botly of deatl

or indwelling fin?

43 ---Gal. v. 17. ¢ For the flefh Jufteth againft the
“ {pirit, and the fpirit againft the flefh.” Q. What 1
the difference betwikt a renewed and an unrenewed
man’s ftruggles againft fin?

44--~-A&s xi. 23. ¢ Exhorted them ali, that with
¢ purpofe of heart, they fhould cleave unto the Lord”
Q. When may one be faid to cleave unto the Lord?

45.---Plal. xvi. 8. “ Ihave fet the Lord always beforé

6 ;ne_” Q_ What is it to fet the Lord always before
us!

46.-~Rom. viii 6. * To be ‘carnally minded i
“ death, but to be fpiritually minded is life and peace”

Q.
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Q: 1. Who are the carnally minded ? Q. 2. Who are
the {piritually minded? |

47.+==1 Cor xv. 58. * Be ye fledfaft immoveable, al-
ways abounding in the work of the Lord,” &ec. Q, 1.
What is the ftedfafinefs required of Chriftians? Q. 2.
When may one be faid to abound in the work of the
Lord ? Q. 3. How may we attain to ftedfaftnefs and
improvement in the ways of God?

48.---Johnxv. g, * Iamthevine,ye are the branches.”

. What is the {atisfyinig evidence of a vital union with
Chrift? | -

49.---Ha. xlv. 22. % Look unto me, and be ye faved.”
&e, Q. What is that habitual and faving looking to a
Saviour which is called for? =

g0 —=-Gal. ii. 20. ¢ I am crucified with Chrift, ne-
“ verthelefs I live, yet not I, but Chrift liveth in me; and
% the life I live in the flefh, is by the faith of the Son
“ of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me.” Q.
1. When may one be faid  to be crucified with Chrift?
Q. 2. What is it to live by faith on the fon of Gad? Q.
7. How fhall we attain to a life of faith in all events
and trials? Q. 4. How fhall we attain to an aflurange of
Chiift’s love to us? - *

s1.-=-John xvii. 3. ¢ This 1s life eternal, that they.
“ might know thee, the only true God and Jefus Chrift
 whom thou haft {fent.” Q. What ave the marks of 2

faving knowledge of God, and of his fon Jefus Chrift?

§2.~Matth. vii. 16. % Ye fhall know them by their
“ fruits.,” Q. What are the fruits which fhow one to be
ndeed a branch of the true vine? -

§3.—Matv. 16. * Let your light {o fhine beforemen,
% as others feeing your good works, may glorify your

“ father which is in heaven.” Q. When may our light
IE;E faid to thine before men, to the praife and glory of
 (rod ? - ,

~ ¢4.—~Rom. vi 17, “ But ye have obeyed from the
% heart that form of doftrine which was delivered unto
4 you.” Q. What is that obedisnce which is from the
- beart, and agreeable to the gofpel? ‘ :

'. Q2 55.~Rev.
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gs.—Rev. ii. 4. © Neverthelefs I have fomewhat a.
¢ gainft thee, becaufe thou haft left thy firft love.” Q,
1. What is the caufe of the decay of a Chriftian’s love:
Q. 2. When may our love be faid to be decaying?
Q. 3. How may we prevent this greatevil? -
¢6.~]Jude ver. 21. * Keep yourfelves in the love of
¢ God.” Q. By what means fhall we keep ourfelves
in the love of God? = = ° |
~ g7.=Eph. iv. 30. ¢ Grieve not the holy Spiri,
¢ whereby ye are fealcd unto the day of redemption.”
th. What is it to grieve thé Holy Spirit? Q. 2
'What is the Spirit’s fealing work in believers ¢
- ¢g8,—Hofea vi.- 4. For your goodnefs is as the
¢¢ mornigg cloud, and as the €arlydew.” Q_1. Wha
occafions-the evanithing of our good difpofitions? Q.
2. How fhall'wé prévent our lofing them ?
~ gg.~~Rev. iii. 2. ¢ Strengthen the things which re.
8¢ main, and are ready to die.” Q. 1. Whatare the {ymp-
toms of grace in decay ! Q. 2. What aré the caufes of
this decay ? Q. 3."What are the belt means for reviving
~ 6o.—Eph. vi. 13. % And having done-all to ftand’
Q. How fhall we be exercifed, fo as to maiitaw the
difpofitions and .practice which become Chriftians:
- 61.~~Pfal. xviii. 23. * I kept myfelf from mine in-
% quity.” Qi 1. How may we difcover our predom:
nant fin? Q. 2. How may we conquerit? -
62.—~2 Pet. iil. 18.  But grow ingrace,” &c.
v. What are the beft medns of growing in grace? Q.
2. What are the marks of a growing Chriftzan ?
63.—Jude ver. 20. ‘¢ Building'up yourfelves in yout
“ moft Koly faith” Q. What are the proper means
for our being eftablithed in the faith? = ©-.
" 64.—1 Pet. if. 7. ¢ Unto you therefore, which be
¢ licve, he is precious.” Q. What are the .things it
Jefus, which render him precious to believers ?
- 6¢-—Rom. viii. 16. ¢ The Spirit itfelf beareth wit
¢ nefs’ with our Spirit, that we are the children of
‘ God.” Q. Whatare the workings of the Spirit by

which
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which he witnefleth that we are the children of God ?
66.-+-=-=-Job. xi. 13. ¢ If theu prepare thine heart,
¢« and ftretch out thine hand toward him,” ¢rc. Q1.
What is the preparation of heart, which is requifite in or-
der to our approaching to God?. Q. 2. How fhall we at-

tain to a due fervouy of { pmt, in ﬁrctcluuﬁ out our lmnds.
to him ¢

67.-----Plal. Ixiii. 2. ¢ To fee thy power and thy plo-
‘“ 1y, fo as I have {een thee in the fanctuary,” Q. When
may we be faid to {ee the power and glm y of Godin ordi-
nances! *

68,+----Pfal. Ixxxvi. 1. * How amiable are thy tabey-
¢ nacles, Lord God of Hofts!” €. \Whence is it, that a
Chriftiap eftecms the courts of God fo highly?

bg.=es-=---Ifa. lviil. 13. ‘I thou turn away thy foot
“ from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleafure on my holy
“ day,and call the Sabbath a dehght,” &e¢. Q. 1. How
are we to preparé for a Sabbath, and the exercifes of that
holy day ? Q. 2. How are we to fantify 1t!

702 --Pfal. Ixxxiv. 4. *¢ Blefled are they that dwell
“ in thy houfe,” & Q, 1. What are the peculiar bicffings
received in ordinances? Q. 2. How fhall we know if “e
ve indeed profited by them !

y AT - Job xxiii. 3. ¢ O'that Tknew wherz Imight
¢ find him!”” &¢ Q. What part fhall one a&, who s
heén long {ecking 'God, but cannot find him 1n dutws, ord:-
nances, or providences ?

73.e=we=== J0O xx1il. 4, ¢ I would fill my mouth with ar-
¢ aoments,” Q, What are the molt proper argoments iu
W elllmg with God 2

73+ ------]ame“ 6. ¢ Let him 2fl in faith, notlung wa-
““ vering.” Q. 1. Whatis it topray infaith? Q. 2. How
fhall we guard agaiult daubting and unbelief in prayer?

T4 2==se= j ude verfe 20. ¢ Praying in the Holy Ghoft.”
Q. What is it 1o pray in the Holy Ghoft?
75--+s~-Rom. viii: 26. ¢ The Spirit allo helpeth our

“ infirmities,” &e. Q. dow doth the Spirit help our ii-
firmities! - '

76. -.=-Matth, vi. . 6.« But thou when thov prayeft, en.
“ ter into thy clofct," 0. How ave we to be exer cifed | in
lecret prayer?

770 -meven Deut. xvii. 19. ¢ And he fhall read therein all
“ the days of his life, that ke may learn to fear the Lord.”

). Fows
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Q: How fhall we read the fcriptures, {o as to reap fpirit-
- ual advantages!? ‘ |

78.-~---Heb. iv.-2. ¢ But the word preached did not
“ profit them, not being received with faith in them that
 heard it.” Q. 1. How fhall we prepare for hearing the
word? Q. 2. How fhall we hear it, {0 as to profit by it !
Q. 3. Wharisit to mix faith with the hearing of the
word !

79.---- -2 Chrén, xxx. 19. Every one that prepareth
¢¢-his heart to feek the Lord God of his Fathers.” Q. What
is the preparation of heart requifite for folemn ordinances ?

80 ————=12 Cor. xi. 24. “ This do in remembrance of
¢ me.” Q. 1. Whatarethethings relating to Chrift, which
we are particularly to remember in communicating-? Q. 2.
- With what difpofitions of mind are we to remember him!
- Q. 3. How are we to be exercifed in order to this Femen)-
~ brance!

8 1.~ ——-Heb. xi. 28. ¢ Through faith he kept the
¢ naffover.” Q. How is faith to be exercifed in commus
nicating ! - | ‘ |

82.——Pfal. iv. 4. ¢ Commune with your own hearts
« upon your bed.” Q. 1.. What are the moft proper {ub.
je&s for a Chriftians meditation? Q. 2. How fhall we
bring our hearts.to fpiritual meditation ? :

83.—2 Cor. xiii. §. ¢ Examine yourfelves, whether
¢ you be in the faith 2 Q, 1. What are the things about
which we ought to examine -ourfelves? Q: 2. How, and

when fhould we be thus exercifed !
84. Jer. xvii. 9. ¢ The heart is deceitful above

¢ all things,” &c Q. 1. When may we conclude of our
impreflions, that they havé been, or are delufive? Q. z,
What are the proper marks of delufion in our affetions or
exercifes ' Q 3. How fhall we be exercifed, when we dif-
cover the impofture! '

8¢,——1 Pet. v. §. *¢ Be clothed with humility.” Q.
 What is'it to be clothed with humility ? |

86.——2 Cor. xii. 7. ¢ Left I fhould be exalted above
meafure,” &e. Q. 1. How fhall we perceive the growth-of
{piri:ual prideinus’ Q, 2. How fhall we prevent it!

87.—Pfal. xxx. 6. “ In my profperity I faid. [ fhall ne.

-

¢ yer be moved.” Q! How fhall we prevent falling into fe-

curity, after fignal favours from God? 2

Lt
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8.~ Prov. 111 24. ¢ Keep thy heart wifh all diligence.”
Q. How are we to beexerciled, in order to keep our hearts?

8g——Pfal. cxli. 3. ¢ Set a watch, O Lord, before my
« mouth,” Q. What is the moft effetu.d method for ob-
taining the government of the tongue!

go.~—Phil. i. 27. ¢ only let your converfation e as he-
cometh the gofpel.” Q. Whents our converfation as becor-
eth the gofpel? |

91.—Gal. vi. 9. ¢ And let us not weary in wcil doing.””
Q. How may we prevent our wearying luduty?

92—t John ii. 15. ¢ [t any man love the world, the
¢ love of the Father is not in him.” Q. What i« the love
of the world, which is inconfiftent with the love of Ged ?

93.—1 John iii. 14. ¢ We know we have pufled from
““ death to life, becaule we love the bretiren.” Q Whit
are the marks of a true love to our brethren?

94.—Mat. v. 44 * Love your exemies,” &c. ., When
15 our love to enemies of the right fort!?

95.—Mat. vi.-14. ¢ If you forgive men their trefpall «,
¢ your heavenly Father wiil alfo forgive you.” Q. How
fhall we bring our hearis to a forgiving temper !

96.~Mat, vii. 3. ¢ And, why beholdeft thiou the mots
¢ that is in thy brother’s eye, and conlidereft ot ithe beam
¢ that is in thine own eye!” Q. 1. How f{hall we over-
come the prejudices which render usblindto our own faules ?
Q. 2, How fhall we attaiu to fuch impartiality in telf judg-
ing, as to judge ourfelves with the fame feverity as we «o
others ?

‘ 97.—Lev. xix. 17. ¢ Thou fhall in any way rebuke thy
‘ neighbour.” Q. What is the proper way of i.dimonifhing
our brother ? -

08.~Eph. v. 7. ¢ Be ye not partakers of other mens fins ?
Q. How do.we become partakers of other mens fins?

99.—Heb. xii. 10— For our profir, thay w: might be
“ partakers of his helinefs.” Q. When is : flition trily
profitable 2
- 100—Gal. iv. 16 —¢¢ Peace be on them.” Q. How fhall
we att, [o as to maintain peace with God, andin confcience ?

lof.—Phil. vi, 24. ¢ Grace be wiih all thean that lova
“ our Lord ” Q. What is that gracc, whereof the lovius
of Chrilt do partake ¢

102.—Pfal. Ixxxv. 8. ¢ For he will {peak pe.ce to his

¢ people.”
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 people.” Q."How fhall we krow that peace which Cug
Speaks, from that which we {peak to ourlelves?

103. =Pl exixr 19 ¢ 1 am a flranger in the carth.”
¢}, What is the character of one who lives as a flranger in
:ite earth ?

104.——1 Cor. x. 31.— Do allto the plorv of *"‘ml .

42 How fhali we dire& our naturzl and civil actions to the
glnrv of God?
- 10§, Rom. x 1, “ My hearts defive and praver ¢y

¢ God for Ifracl is that they may be faved.” Q. Wi
means are we to ufe for the converfion of othess?
106.—Rev. iil. 3. “ I Will comeon thee as a thief ” Q.
7. What frame of {pirit ought we to maintain in the tew
of Chrilt’s coming ! (). 2. Whence comes it to be {ucl a d.f-
ficult matter to ma:utam this framne ! Q 3 Whar is thae
watchfulnefs we are to exeicite in theview of his comin; f:‘
107. —Phil. i. 21, ¢ For me to hive is Chrifl, and to dis
isgam. Q. 1. When may we be faid to live to Chrift!
€}. 2. When may we wnhlude that our death fhall be g'uﬂ..
~1c8. —Mat. xxiv. 44. ¢ Vherefore be ye alfo ready.”
“&c. Q.7 When may one be {-id to beready for death and
judgment !
1¢9.—2 Pet. iil. 12, ¢ Lnonmg for and hafting to the
“ coming of the day of God.” Q. 1. How fhall we look
for the coniing of the day of Eod? 0, 2. How fhall we
astain to 8 joyful profpeft of this event?

By what I have faid, it is eafy to fee, that there 15 no
cid ro the nable fui:ieds of converfarion of which the icvip-
tures fugnell ; for thele are indeed an inexhauflivle furd:
Nor fhould I have condefcended on fuch a great number but
{or the reafon aiready given, viz, To aflift weaker Chriftiaus
who could not a¥ord them/felves any varietyforconverfation.

I moft add, that tho’ the far preateft part of the avese
texts and queftions were collected before I had feen thie
Rev, Mr. Wiilifon’s letter to a private fociety in Edin-
burgh ; yet where the queflions coincide, 1 have in the
"nnﬂ of inftunces, chofen the texts which he condefc. g\

n, and the quellions alfo, with little variation.
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