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The fudicial decifion mentioned Page 28,
was furnifhed to the Author by the memory
of a Friend, and agreed with his own recol-
lection. But as he is juft informed that the
Officer was not Joyce, but Hacker or Ax-
tel, he intreals the Reader to excufe this
miflake, and the rather asitis the Iacl, and
not the Man, which is of importance to the
argumernt.
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Hnd I faidgl Should fuch a Man as I flee?

-+ And who is5 there, as being as I am, would
- go into the temj)le Lo javc his life 2 I will
« ot go Ma-- e e

S/muld fucb a Man as I flee ?

q - Noble example, revered by all,

imitated by few ; at lealt in a
luxurious and enfeebled age,
which cannot bear the awful calls of
virtue, honour, magnanimity. But
~whether few or many, 1t 1s to fuch
examples that fociety 1s indebted for all
that it has known of happinefs ; thefe
are it's avengers and faviours ; thefe
wake the f{leeping virtue of a nation,
and knowing norctreatthemi{elves from
duty; ftrike fear into the unprincipled
~and vicious. Yes ! it is an Intrepidity,
‘refling like that of Nehemiah on a faith .
in God, a {enfe of virtuous honour,
| and
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‘and a gencrous love of Country, that
lifts a man above the weakneffes and-
dependencies of his nature, infpires
his foul to- dare, and enables  him to
perform up ‘to the full height of his
daring ;3 and if called to adt from a
fuperior ftation, gives him to walk
like a2 God amidfl his fellow-creatures,
a God in power, as 1n bleffing. Shall
fuch a Man as I flee ? is the quick
indignant reply of every gallant {pirit;
1t 1s what evcfy Britifh Citizen and
Soldier fhould find to {ay in every
moment of conflict,difficultyand danger.
I cannot addrefs you therefore from
words, .more happily fuited to the
occafion on which you are met, more
pointedly expreflive of the charalter
which 1t becomes every one of you to
{fuftain. | |

¥ could with to preface my: addrefs
with a particular review of this great.
man’s life, that -you might'yourfelves
collect the principles from which his
magnanimity was derived, and which
1t
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1t behoves you to cultwate,lf you hope
to a& up to his example.” But I have
no time unlefs for the apphcauon of
fuch a review ; and it is the lefs
ncceffary, as the materlals from which
1t muﬁ be drawn, are in' the hands, |
truﬁ of every one of ymi and obvious
to him who reads. Hls h1ﬁory prefents
to our view a mird, in which Picty and.
Public Sp1r1t were predommant which
invited him in the faireft road of dUty,
which repelled fear from his heart,and
forbade him to think of fecurity but ih
a virtuousand aindauntéd pcrfcve rance

Other principles mlght be fuggeﬁed as
co-operating to the fame effedt ; but
thefe two are the originating’ oncs

{ufficienttoaccount for the magnanimity
ofhis chara&er,and fufficientts produce
the fame {pirit in every breaft,in which
God and Gountry have obtainéd an
cqual intereft. You are Enghfhmcn

and in that word ought to find every
provocative io what is manly and

generous ; grcat as 15 the example of
this
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this noble Jew, every Englifbman fhould
bluth to find in himfelf a foul lefs
honefl,lefs determined. His high rank
in life gave him not fo much advantage
over the meanefl of you, as you may
.dcrlve from that better rehglon, and
better country, which is your fingular

pofleflion ; and which he is unworthy
of, who' 1n their de,fence does not feel

himfelf morethan man. The national
m111t1a ofthe kingdomare thc honourcd
the chofen guard1ans of all that is dear

to it ; and to you, as one dwxﬁon of
this refpe&able Corps, are this day
'conﬁdcd the flandards of your rcglment
the pledge of your military union,
which. you are not to part from but
‘with difgrace ‘or death ; but they arec
“only the emblem of that religion and
'l1bert}, which are the great ftandard -
_of England. Thefc deferted or -lofl,
*your Colours are but the Toy of .
Chlldren and Fools, not worth the
exertion of an Englithman to preferve,
or of an Enemy to win. That you
- ' may
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may never act therefore beneath the
expectations of your Country, permit
me to prefs upon you the two great
cllentials of that noble fortitude, swhich
this Jewifh Heroe found from within
himfelf in the hour of treacnery and
danger. Shall fuch a Man as I flce ?

- Of the two requilites to the{upporting
fuch a charaller as that of Nehemiah,
to be able to {land upon the fame high
eround, and with the {ame generous
fcorn,fay to every cowardly temptation,
fhall fuch a man as 1 flee ? Piety is the
First. I hope there 1s no irreligious
finile 1n this aflembly at the mecention
of this demand ; that no one thinks I
am in this fpeaking merely from my
profeflion, as if it became 1ne only of
allwho are prefentto lay the foundation
of a good Ciuzen, a good Patriot, ana
a good Soldier, in piety to his God.
I own, 1 do refpeét mylell and my
profeflion, but I {peak this more [rom
a refpedl to you, and you would have
recalon to refentthe indignity il I thought

octherwiie
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otherwife of you. For every one of
you has the fame interelt in religion
that I have, owes the fame duty to his
God, has the fame to hope and fear
from him,and will find the {ame noble
fupport to every virtuous propenfity
{from having God habitually in" view.
Piety 1s the confummation of every
virtue, it 1s the fnifhing of every
chara&@er:and asthis vaft and wonderful
univerfe refts uponGod,fo the integrity
of the human mind can reilt hirm
and immoveable upon no other bafis.
Hiltory init’'slong cataloguciofPrince}s,
Statefinen,Hervroes,Citizens and Soldiers
never exhibits a thoroughly great man
without 1it. The Roman Empire, the
createlt that this world ever knew, or
perhaps ever will know, was founded
in Piety ; and though the Gods of that
admired People had no exiltence but
in their deluded minds, yet were they
Gods tothem,andhad afimilarinfluence
on the Roman Commonalty,as the One
God whom we adore, ought to have
upon the mind of every one of us.

Thefe

Y,
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Thele Gods, the object of veneration

to a Roman Soldier, the {uppofed
witnefles of his faith to his country, to

his commander, to his military duty,
were officioully held up to him by the
policy of the{tate ; he beheld them in
the Temples, in the Highways, in his
Houfe, and in the military Standards;
and as he hoped for proteclionhere,and
favour hereafter at their hands, he
dreaded to offend themin every adlion,
But the God of a Chriftian Soldier is
in every objeét he looks upon ; He is
without him and Withil’l him ; His cye
is upon the movements of his heart, as
well as of his life ; and every honeft
and virtuous hope which he entertains
from him will be anfwered ; his
expeltations are derived from the
promiles of God, they reft upon that
throne on which ten thoufand Worlds
are fixed. A Britifh Soldier aciuated
with a well-informed Piety would be as
much f{uperior to the Roman 1n his

higheft glory,as the God of Jefus Chrilt
1s above the pictured and chiflel’d Gods

of
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of the deluded Heathen, And the
Briuifh Empire, if it had wrought the
picty of the New Teltament into it's
POlltIC'll conllitution with as much
care as the Romans did their miftaken
fuperflition,woulde’erthishavedarken'd
the Roman {plendour ; by a valour
jrrefiftible, by a jullice incorruptible,
by a humanity that embraced all, 1t
would have conquered and blelt the
world; conquered the mind,by diffuling
the liehts of true religion and the
divine principles of free government,
wherever its commerce fhould have
extended, or 1ts arms made impreflion;
and bleffed a world, by holding forth
and participating the belt interells of
man to every nation of the earth. It
is a notion as impolitic asit 1s vicious,
that Religion 1s not to be lookcd for
in a Britith Soldier; in him,who of all
others ought to have the moll, becaule
he would have the belt; becaule what
he would learn of it in this enlightened
land, would do him the molt honour,
furrouna his heart with the molt

generous
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gen'erous chearfulnels, and lift him to
the noblefl deeds.

With thefe Colours therefore which
are delivered to your charge, remember
the God, in whole prefence you receive
them ; and if the continual fight of
them may affift you to recolleét the im-
preﬂioné of the prefent moment, nce-

ver may they fail to recal to your minds
the idea of him, whofe foldicrs in the

highellt {fenfle you are ; in a much high-
er fenfe than you can belong to any
of your refpected Officers before you,
or even to your Sovereign himfelf; all
of whom are but as Men in his eye,
who have no more to hope {for from
him than the meaneft of you, whole
temporary dignity and elevation is or
ought to be the infllrument of his
clory, and for which, naked and
ftripped of every outward trapping,
they muft anfwer with you all at his
righteous tribunal. The great duty
which this God alks of you, and which

b you
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you are always to bear in your minds,
is above every other law to obey the
Jaws of his Son, the facred laws of the
New Teftament, nor ever to {eparate
from the character of a Soldier, that

of a good Man, of an honelt, faithful
Citizen.

You are fuppofed to be taken from
the better and {foberer clafles of the

People, with no brand of infamy, nor
calt forth by {fociety as unworthy to
{erve it in a more honourable line. It
is yours to redeem the honour of a fol-
dier, which ought never to have been
difgraced by the allowed charaller of
impiety ; 1t 1s yours to carry back with
you 1nto the walks of peaceable life,
the decent, the {[ober man, the confci-
entious chriflian 3 without which Soci-
ety will give you no welcome when your
term of military fervice fhall be expi-
red. Ior is it forfooth the privilege
of a {foldier to be f{et above his God ?
of him more than others to be turned

leoofe
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loofe from the duties of religion ? of
him with a fingular impunity to blaf-
pheme the name, and {port with the
terrors of the great King of Kings ?
Difgraceful privilege ! which a Soldier
ought to throw back with an honeft
{corn, and claim to himfelf equally
with the beft of men, the glory of lerv-
ing his God, and looking up to him
with hope and comfort. He, whole

profeflion may the next hour call him
to the generous facrifice of life, ougne

above all to be at conftant peace with
his Maker, be prepared every moment
to pafs into his prefence ; and not by
abandoning himf{elf to all profligacy,
by a renunciation of the duties and
hopes of Chriftianity, and by horrid
imprecations be hurling dehance a-
gainft that being, who hath life and
death and eternity at his difpofal.

But know furtherthatyou ofthe nati-
national militia are the military defen-
ders of your Country’s Religion: and

B ¢ can
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_canyou fafely be trufted if you have no
religion ol your own ; 1f you have no
fenfe of that purer Chriftianity which is
your Country’s boalt, for which your
noble Fathers bled,which with your Ci-
vil Liberty was fo hardly earned, and
which your Children hope to receive
from you as the beft inheritance you
can tranfmit them. DBe aflured alflo
that a Soldier’s valour never was lef-
{cned by taking God and the interells
of another world with him 1nto the
Field, but that mmany have been ren-
dered 1nvincible thereby. Plety and a
‘zeal for manly liberty was all the dif-
tinction which the Soldicrs of the Longe
Parliament enjoyed above the Cavali-
ers of Charles I. ;3 when that deluded
Prince endeavoured to make his arbi-
trary will the law to parliament and
the people, and collected under his
ftandard all who had dilpofitions {i-
milar to his own ; and yet, with this
diftinélion, they gave law almolt to the
whole world ; and revived, furpafied

the

%
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the Roman glory, let me perfuade
you then, as your firll civil, and your
firfll military duty, to obey God, to
cultivate a faith in him, to refpect his
prelence, to act with a regard 1o his
favour, and ftand firm in every trial
from the hope of having him for your
fricnd. Fear God, 1if you would rid
your minds of every other fcar ; difho-
nour him not with your lips nor with
your lives 3 and if no religious con-
verfation introduce the reverent men-
tion of his name, i1t would be well if
he were never appealed to butin your
devotions ; or with one folemn voice
of invocation in the day of your Coun-
try's battle, as the witnels of that gal-
lant conduct which you mean: to fhew,
in which you mean to approve your-
Ielves as the lovers of your country,
of it’s religion aud laws, as the guar-
dians of your Prince’s throne, and the
protediors of your fellow-fubjects.

I, Another ingredient in the cha-
racler
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rater of Nehemiah was Public Spirit,
and mull be an ingredient in the cha-
racler of every man, who in all the
trials of public life, would wifh to {ay
with the {ame unfhaken fortitude,
¢¢ Shall fuch a Man as I flee? Thelove
of country has operated with {uch force
in all ages and nations, has been found
united with fo many excellent and ami-
able qualities, has been produdtive of

fo many bleflings to fociety, has been
mentioned with {fuch applaufe by the

‘wileft of men, that we may well con-
ceive it to belong to human nature,
and be intended by God to {pring up
in the human mind. 1t is that affe&ti-
on which comprehends all the chari-
tiecs and endearing bonds of {ocial -
life ; the iove of Parent, Wife, Child,
Brother, I'riend and Fellow-Creature;
the love of truth, order, decency,
peace, jullice, property, law, religion, .
and God unite to form the upright
patriot, the man who with an honeft

and

L}
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and benevolent warmth loves his coun-
try, the commuunity in which God has
placed him, In which he 1s to aé his
part as a rational, moral and benevo-
ient Fellow-Creature. Men of the
world, whofe little and abjeét fouls
can feel no charity but that of felf, nor
tafte any joy beyond the g¢ratification
of their own pampered lufls, may .
laugh at this romantic virtue, begot-
ten forfooth upon fome i1dle dreamer
1in his clofet, and having no exillence
in active life, but as the unmeaning
decoration of a popular harangue -
but hiftory lies, or greater men by far
than they have adled from it in the
molt perilous encounters ; the very
elevation and power which they abulfe,
{prung from the patriotiim of their gif-
honoured anceftors:; their Country’s
greatnefs, in whofe [poils they riot,
iflued from this fairy dream ; their fall-
ing country {liil fubflifts by no other
bond ; and when the ipirit fhall be
generally gone, themfelves and thejr

diflolved
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diffolved country fhall fink into infig-
nificance, diforder, and ruin. Half
taught Philofophers, and half made
Chriltians, 1n whom a life of private
and public profligacy has ftifled this
generous expanfion of foul, may re-
probate it as the narrower of a chrilti-
an's hecart, as unfriendly to that equal
anc univerfal good-will which the New
Tellament would infpire ; but while
Jefus Chriit, who came from the Fa-
ther of the Univerfe, bids us love all
mankind, God who has afligned to us
our place amonglt men, has left to moft
of us no wider expreflion of a chrifti-
an benevolence than .the ardent and
affectionate love of -country. Our
country 1s the whole world to us ; we
meet with our fellow-citizens, and our
fellow-citizens only 1n all our walk
through life ; and if not to them, to
no other fhallwe execrcife the enlarged
“charity of the gofpel.  Thisis permit-
ted to us, and he who chearfully an-
fwers to this humanity will find no re-

lullance
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Iudtanice in extending it to a fellow=
creature, from whatever land he comes
to him. No! it is no vifion of the
clofet, it is no narrower of the heart ;
it is the fp1r1t of the friendly God in
us, it i1s the Gravity of the Moral
World, and if it were not found in the
bulk of the community, every political

building would tumble like a bafclcfs
fabric to thc ground

I trufl I fpeak to Englithmen, who
feel for their country’s honour, andas
they love their fellow creature, their
families and their God, love their
Country, with whofe profperlty all
thefe endearing interefts are interwo-
ven. But you will {ay, the love of
country is common to the rude as well
as to the civilized ; to the flave of a
lawlefs defp0t, as to him who has been
nurfed in the mﬂd lap of Englifh Li-
berty. Yes'! itis, but by no raeans
to an equal degree, nor{oas to in{pire

the foul with the fame Lmdly warmth,
C nor
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nnor animate to the fame heroic deeds ;
becaufe country is not of eqdal value
to all. The wretch whofe mind 1s low-
ered and debafed by {flavery, has no-
thing that he can ballance againit life 3
and this in trying encounters he will
preflerve by every bafe compliance, and
cowardly retreat. But he who has
known the blefling of free and equal
law, if this muft perifth, with a manly
indignation will tofs life into the bar-
cain ; he will face death in every ugly
form, if he may but repel the tyrant's
blow, and leave to his children that
boon, without whicn they had better
not been born. Hence the better foul
which animates an-Englith Soldier and
Seaman, which has furnifhed to them
for ages, under Princes weak and ti-
mid, as well as wife and brave, that
intrepid, that enterprifing, that un-
yielding Ipirit, which no nation befides
has fhewn in every encounter, becaufe
not drawing from the ¢fame liberal
fource. Every Englilhman feels that

4 | his
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his property, his home, his thought,
his {peech are his own, controuled by
no lordly fuperior ; that he can walk
on God’s earth with as ere@ a coun-
tenance as the proudell man  that
breathes ; that he bows only to the
law, to which the greateft bow ; that
he enjoys an equal protection from in-
jury, and if he but dofts his hat to ti-
tle and wealth, 1t 1s a matter ‘of grace
and favour. ‘This is the confequence
which lifts a Briton above other men ;
he feels him/{elf to be a Manr,with all the
rights and dignities of a Man, fuch as
God made him, and not degraded by
human wviolence -and wicked policy ;
he feels with INehemiah that it were
a thame {for fuch a2 man as him to flee,
and 'till he meet an enemy who flands
upon the fame ground, who is of the
fame confequence 1in the world of God,
a Britith Army and a Britilh Navy 15,
and muil be, unconqueiable.

But to maintain this heroitm, an
C 2 Englifhman
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Englithman muft know the blefling of
that cqnfl:itution which he partakes of,
he muft have fome general but clear

‘ﬁ;ilt:ion of the rank he holds amongll
‘men. This is peculiarly necellary to

a Soldier, and mofl of all to one who

"bears arms 1n the Militia of the king-
‘dom.. How fhall a Soldier aé. with

the {pirit of an Englithman, ifhe know
not what it is to be an Englithman ;
with what fecurity fhall the offenfive
and defenfive power of the kingdom
be confided with men, who have no
{enfe ofthe invaluable depofit which
their Country has putinto their hands.
Know then that the alluating {oul
ancd principle of the Englifh Conftitu-
tion is public good, univerfal and in-
dividual good ; that with a diftinftion
of rank, it knows no diftintion of
right ; owns no partialities, but em-
braces all under an equal protection ;
that all. orders from the King to the
loweft Magiflrate are mere expedients
of public utility, and in this view but

| the
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the fervants of the Pcople, for whofe -
happinefs, not their own aggrandile-
ment they are feparated from their
equal Fellow-Crecatures. Men by nai-
ture cqual, Engliflhmen who know and
are in polleflion of this equality, do
not lift fellow-men to a feeming height
above themfelves, as if 1t were a plea-
{fure to contemplate an invidious {pec-
tacle, but as a facrifice to- the public
fecurity and welfare, as a gencrous
truft, a facred depofit of dignity and
power to be returned with blefling to
them all. That to guard therefore, if
it be poflible, againft the abufc of pow-
er, that abufe which has ever been
found to fpring, from the rule of One,
the faQions of the Great, andthe wild
tumults of the headlefs Multitude 3 the
three Forms of Human Government,
of a King, of the Nobles, and of the
People, are united and blended 1into
one ; that each have their diltia&l and
{cparate privileges ; but that the fu-
premec power of enacling laws, of de~-

claring
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clgring what is right and what is wrong,
of affigning the punilhment of this
wrong, of levying taxes, and other
high matters of government, is lodged
in no one of thefe feparately, but in
all conjointly for the univerfal welfare:
that to this purpofe the confentof each
of thele three eftates is neceflary to bind
the community ; and that in binding
the lowelt citizen, they bind all, and
bind themi{clves. That as the excel-
lence therefore of the Britifh Conflitu-
tion confilts in the freedom of each of
thefe Orders to confult and to confent
to every provifion fo: the public ‘hap-
pinels, fo the prefervation of the Con-
ftitution and all the fingular bleflings
which theace iflue to every individual,
depends upon the nice ballance of
power in each ; {o as no one of the
three Orders may- be able to deftroy,
to infringe, or to command the power
of the others. When this is done, the
Britifh Conftitution is gone ; it is
gone, if one ol the three Eftates be

abolithed ;

"
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abolithed ; it 1s gone, if either of the
three, though exifling in name and
form, be through violence or corrup-
tion made fubfervient to the will of

one or both of the other two. The
attention of Engliflhmen therefore
fhould be continually upon each of
thefe Three Orders, who are the de-
pofitaries of a power originating irom
themfelves, entrufted cvery moment
for their benefit, and refumable at
their pleafure, when the trult is wick-
edly and dangeroully violated. They
fhould watch with a jealous cyeevery
encroachment of power ineach of them
and be affured that if the fmalleft en-
croachments do not meet a timely re-
drefs, the evil will increale, the glory
and the blefling of Englifhmen wili
pafs away, and they will foon be num-
bered with the {laves of other nations,
who crawl upon the earth, and hold
life and every facred property at the
infolent and erucl will of an ulurping
Superior.

| This



(26 )

This is thc duty of evcry Citizen at
large, it1s within the knowledge of the
moil unlearned to diflinguith fuch en-
croachments, it is within his power to
repel, and punifth the invader. To
this end imprels upon your minds this
ferious truth, that the little All of
the humbleft Citizen 1s of more worth
to him than the large pofleflions of
the higheft. If the Liberty of their
Country fhould fall, thefe have titles
and wealth and power, they have the
flatteries and luxuries of life to confole
them : but with liberty, the -charm
that welcomes toil and poverty to the
ufeful Commoner is gone, that which
in his own idea fets him on a level
- with Princes. I fay this 1s the duty
of every Citizen ; and remember that
whether you act as the Troops of a
permanent Army, Oor as a ftemporary
Militia you ceafe not to be Citizens,
to be, equally with every fellow f{ub-
jed&, interefted in impartial laws and
all the fecurities of frecedom ; and

| know
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know that 1f in any charadter or {ta-
tion you indolently,cowardly or wicks=
cdly abet thofe who ftab your Coun-
try, with your own hands vyou {lab
your Children ; you deltroy the no-
bleft building which by the providence
"of God was ever eredted amonglt Men ;
the curfes of your day and of Polterity
“will be upon your heads, and you will
have treafured up a load of crime to
an{wer for at the bar of God.

But as Militia you will foon return
into the great mafs of your fellow-ci-
tizens, and in your own perfons muft
fuffer the puniflhment of your own neg-
licence and wickednefs. You arecall-
ed forth to the defence of your coun-
try in a peculiar charadler, not in the
general defcription of Soldiers, but as
Britons, with whomn arms may be con-
fided, on whom in the molt dangcrous
truft your fellow-citizens may recpole
- without fear, as aflured that you can
never ule them but for their good,

D that
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that you will ever be their faithful
guardians againft foreign invafion and
domellic villainy From you 1is ex-
pedied all the difcipline, ali the cou-
rage of a Britifh Soldier, without the
jealoufy that awaits a {ftanding army,
You are the Soldiers of the People,
more than ofthe Crown. Such indecd
ought to bé the idea of every Soldier,
- and of every citizen,for there is no ulti-
mate foverecign in thele kingdoms, but
the Law, and Law is for the Public
Good. When we {peak of Loyalty
and Obedience to the Prince, we mean
in confiftence with the Conflitution
and the Law ; 1n oppofition to thefe
Loyéltyis Perfidy; Obedience 1s Trea-
{fon, and have been f{o determined in
{olemn trial by the Judges of the Land.
When Joyce a Cornet of Horfe in the
{fervice of the Long Parliament was
tried at the Relloration for guarding
with his troops the execution of
Charles the I. he pleaded that he adted

ounly in the charaller ofa Soldicr, obey-
Ing



( 20 )

ing his military fuperior, and that
if he had refufed obedience, he mult
have fuflered death by the {entence of
a Court Martial., But his plea was
overruled : itwasan{wered that the act
of his Superior, who commanded, and
of himfelf who obeyed, was alike trea-
ton by the law of the land, that no au-
thority whatever could juftify his obe-
dience, and he {uffered death as a
Traitor. While the Conflitution and
the Laws are not offended, obedience
to a military fuperior 1s the orxderly
line of a Soldier’s duty, but 1t is in the

brealt of a Soldier to judge both of
what 1s conftitutional and what is legal;

in fuch an alternative a truly Britifh
Army will refufe obedience even to
the Monarch on his throne ; and in
ordinary cafes they will find their -
fecurity 1n their appeal to the law,
and in cales of greater and more
univerfal concern, they will find
1t 1n the prefervation of their coun-
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try., To the negledt of this man-«
ly, this important diflindlion, which
preferves the Chriftitan and the Patriot
even in the Soldier’s breafl, and marks
to'him the limit, where his Military
obedience ends, and the Higher Duty
‘to his God and to his Country fuper-
fedes every other claim ; to the neg-
1e& of this it has been owing, that the
“armies of every Monarchy in the world
iexcept our own, thofe armies that
were originally but the Militias of thofe
Monarchies, nave been madc the ac-
curfed in{lruments of overturning the
Liberties of their re{pective Countries.
The wretched, the crouching Slavery
of France, of Spain, of Pruffia, Ger-
many, Turkey and Morocco, of which
an Englilhman cannot fpeak but with
indignation and horror, hath all been
owing to the {ervile and treacherous
obedience o 1t’s armed Citizens, of
thale who had been trained to Military-
difcipline for a wholly different end.
1hat of protecting the common weal, of

defending

n,
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defending the commonliberty. Butin
our own more happy illand, the arms
of the State have becen truly confecra-
ted to the prefervation of the Siate;
‘and there 1s on rccord 1in Enghfh Sto-
ry one glorious and decilive example
ol the Patriot conduét now recomend-
ed to you, which has immortalized the
‘charafler of a DBruith Soldier, and
marked the line of his fidelity. It is
fo recent, and was {o important in it’s
- confequences, as perhaps alrcady to
have prefented 1tfelf to the minds of
cach of you. In the reign of JamesIl.
when the paflive and unreferved obe-.
dience, not of a foldier only but of
cvery fubject, was the Courtly doéirine,
and on this bafe theme the very Pulpits
preached what difgraced the New Tel-
tament as much as Human Nature, an
Englith Army laid down their arms as
one man in the prefence of their King,
rather than obey in what was forbid-
den by the Religion and Laws of their
Country, And on the conduét of this

dr my
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army in all probability turned the
future fate of England ; James from

that moment diftrufted his very
army : Jhofe in whom his laft con-
fidence was placed, knew the l-
mit of obedience even to thelr
king ; loyalty to the laws and to
"their country was their hirlt concern,

and with decency but irmnels they
took back theirfaith from a Prince whoe

hoped by their hands to enflave three
kingdoms. At the head of twenty
thoafand men of this temper, the guil-

ty {oul of James {hrunk from the face
of William with twelxve thoufand fo-

reigners. All the glories of the Revo-
lution, the triumphs over France in
Anne’s and George the Second’s days
~ {prung from the patriotifm of this En-
- glifh Army, from therebeing found in
the breaft of each of them the union of
the citizen and the {oldier. The Revo-
lution has fandlified their example to

CVEIY
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every future Britifh Army 5 their con-
dudct has not, cannot, dare not be ar-
raigned ; the conllitution, the laws,
the government under which at this
moment you ferve, reflt upon the
ground on which they ftood ; gnd this
conliitution, thefe laws order every
Britith Soldier, what to do in any fi-
milar occafion, 1if fuch alafs! fhould
ever be prefented to him. On any {uch
melancholy occaflton his fword is his

Country’s, nor to be drawn but againft
his Country's Foe.

There 1s, I fear, an obedience of a
bafer kind, in which {fome comprehend
the whole of a ioldier’s duty; but in
this they reduce an Englifh {oldier toa
mere machine ; they rid his mind at
once ofevery principle but the will of
~another, and inglorioufly level him
with the Turkith Janifary, the Huffar
of Aullria, and the Mulquetaire of
France, Yet Iconfelsthat Obedicence

15 the fovercign duty of a {oldier ; but
ocbedience
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obedience to whom, frlt, to his
God ; then to his Country ; next to’
the Laws ; and laft of all to his King.
No duty calls, no obedience 1s due
where God forbids ; the Conflitution,
that unwritten rule of government,
which is lodged in every Englilhman’s
breaft, and which mo:¢ than any writ-
ten compacls, or coronation oaths has
preferved the equal liberty of England,
is fuperior to law, for law by a corrupt
adminiftration may be turned againft
the people for whom it was provided ;
and while all goes welil, not the Great
Seal of England will fhelter him who
violates the L.aw, he mult anfwer with
his life as if he had adfled from his own

wicked will.

It is poflible that to fome thelc Sen-
timents may appear {trange. But itis
firange indeed, if any Englithman find
a novelty in fuch fentiments, {lrange !
if he revolt from them as foreign to the

‘temper of his mind, and habit of his
education.
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education. Alafs ! itis too true,there is
a pronenefls to fervility, which the hu-
‘miliating diftindtion of ranks infinuates
by degrees inito the molft liberal commu-
nities, that makes us thrink from fuch
{entiments ; and there is a malignancy
in power, however acquired, that is
ever ready to frown upon {fuch fenti-
ments, and with all the grimace of pru-
dence, whifper that they are dange-
rous,invidious,and hardly tobe brought
forthin the laft extremities. But it will

be too late to feek for this manly tone
of mind when extremity calls, 1f it has

not been follered and made familiar to
us in all the days of {eeming fecurity.
Nor is there any danger in {uch fenti-
ments, but to thofe who wifh their ut-
ter extinction, norany thing invidious
but to the everlafling objedlls of a Free-
man's fears, Your Fathers knew no
other {entiments, they woke with them
every morning, they carried them thro’
all the bufinefs of the day, nor parted
with them but in the oblivion of fleep.

J o Yet



( 36 )

Yet do I not mean to point to any pre-
lent occafion, unlefs perhaps to that
forgetfulnels of danger, that good-na-
tured credulity, that courtly pliancy,
and thafe groveling notions of unre-
ferved obedience in an armed Citizen,
which feem to be creeping over the
minds of Englilhmen, and certainly
bode no good to our beloved conititu-
tion. Peace and Good-Will thro’ all

the orders of the community, as well
as fecurity, are bound up with thele
{entiments, and the more you are
known to be adtuated by them, the lefs
occafion will you ever find to exert
them. For if an Englithman ceafe to
rear, he ceafes to be an objedl of fear,
and invites the invader’s hand. Then
the {pirit which has actuated the {oul
of every Engliflhman, and guarded eve-
ry thing that 1s dear to you will be
ocone ;3 and your Laws, and Charters,
and Bills of Rights, and Parchment
Sccurities will be like the Sibyl's leaves,

tobeblown away by a Courtier’s breath.
I will
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I will hope then that I have {poken
to the generous feelings of every En-
clithman around me, and that I have
not deemed more honourably of the
Soldier’s charadter, of what belongsto
the military defenders of our common
Country, than ye each of you deem
of yourfelves. Should fuch Men asye
flee ? Chriftians, Protellants, and Bri-
tons, fhould any thing but what is
handfome, liberal and manly find a
moment’s welcome to your minds ? Un-
der thefe charadters your Country {a-
lutes you, with this expedltation from
you your Country commaits thefe Co=
lours to your care. Receive them into
your ranks, and think that in them
you conftantly bechold the Genius of
England calling you to every gallant,
high-{pirited and worthy deed. The
Orders of your Regiment {peak the
leffon of decency, fobriety and virtue
in better terms than I can cloathe it -

and well does 1t become you to lay this
lellon to your hearts. But ifa Britifh

Soldier
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Soldier will, alafs ! ftill think that fome
irregularities are parcdonable in his
profellion ; I pray you, add not pub-
lic to private crime: make the beft
atonement by a patriot charadter, by
venerating the religion which at leaft
you wilh you could live up to, by
guarding it for your Countrymen and
for your Children ; by chertfhing an
unextinguifhed love of that Country
which is your deareft blefling on this
fide of Heaven ; and againit every dan-
cger, againll every Foetranfmitting this
Country inviolate to your Polterity,
with not lefs glory of Liberty and Law
than your Anceltors committed her to
‘yoﬁ In one word, receive your
Colours with this folemn charge, For

your Religton, for your Country, for
your Laws, and for your King,

F I N I S,
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