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GENLRAL WASHINGTON'S FAREWELL
ORrRDERS 20 the ArMiEs of the UNITED

STATES.

Roky Hilly near Pripcetorun, Nowv. 2, 1984,
HE United States in Congrefs affembled,
after givine the moft honourable tefti-

mony to the merits of the feederal armies, and
refenting them with the thanks of theircountry,
or their long, eminent and “faithful fervice,~—
having thought proper, by thuir proclamation,
bearirg datc the 18th of Oéteber laft, ta dif-
charge fuch part of the troops as were eneagzed
for the war, and to permit the Officers on fur-
longh to retire from fervices trom and after
to-morrow, which proclamation having heen
communicated in the public papers for the in-
forauiion and goverument of all concerned 1—
it only remains for the Commander in Chicf to
addrefs himfclf once more, and that for the Iaft
time, to the armies of the United States (how-
ever widely difperfed individuals who compofed
them: thay be) and to bid them an affe@ionate,
3 long farewell.
Byt before the Commander in Chief takes his

final leave of thofe he ho'ds moft dear, he
withes to indulge himf{If a few moments
calling to mind a flight review of the paft, he
wiil then take the liberty of exploring, with his
military friends, their future profpeéts, of ad-
-wifing the gencral line of condud, which, in
his or'i_nian, ought to be purfued ; and he will
conciyde the
kgations he feels himfelf under for the fpirited
and ablc aflitance he has experienced from
them, in the performance of awm arduous
OH-I‘:C- ) - .
- A cantemplation of the complete attainment
tat a period earlier than conid have been ex-
pelted) of the obje& for which we contended,
againft fo tormidable a power, cannot but in-
fpire us with aftonithment and gratitude. The
difadvantageous cireumftances on our part,
uvnder which the war was undeitaken, can
geves be forgotten,  The fingular interpafitions
9f Pravidence in our feeble condition, were
fuch as could fcarcely efcape the . atiention of
the moft unobferving, while the unparalleled
perfecverance of the armies of the United
States, through almoft every poflible fuffering
and diconragement, for the fhace of eight long
years, was little fhort of a Randing miracle.

- It is not the meaning. nor within the compafs
of this addrefs, to detail the hardMips peeuliarly
mcident to our fervice, or to deferibe the dif-
trefics, whieh, in feveral inflances, have re-
fuited from the extremes of hunger and naked-

nefs, combined with the “gours of an inclement

F2afon ; noris it necefliry to dwell on the dark |

fide of our paft affairs. Everv American officer
and foklicr muft now confole himfIf for any
unpicalant circu:nttances which may have oc-
curred, by a recolle@ion of the uncommon
fecene« in which he has heen called to a& no in-
glerious part; and the aftonithing events of
which he has beena witnefs: events which
have feldom, if cver before. taken place on the
ftage of buman adlion, nor can they probably
over'hippen again, For who has befare feen a
difciplined army formed at once from fuch raw
aterials 2 Who that was not a witnefy could
imagine, that the moft violent Jocal prejudices
would ceafe fo foon, and that men who came
from the different parts of the continent,
ftrona’y dfpofed by the habits of education, to
defpife and quarrel with each other, wonld in.
Rantlv become but one patriotic band of bro-
thers? Or who that was not on the fpot, can
trace the fteps by which fuch a wonderful revo-
Intion has been cffected, and fuch a glorious

period put to all our warlike toils ?

It is univerfally acknowledged, that the en-

Larged profpects of hanpincfs, opened by the
gualitmativn of our independedce and fove-

addrefs, by exprefling the aob- q
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confequences ; and while he congratulates them

reignty, almoft exceeds the power of defcrip.
tion : And thall not the brave men who have
contributed fo effentially to thefe ineftimable
acquifitions, retiring vi€torious from the field
of war to the field of agriculture, participate
in all the bleflings which have been ohtained ?
In fuch a Republie, who will exclude them from
the rights of Citizens, and the fruits of -their
labours ¢ In fuch a country, {o happily cir-
cumibtanced, the puriuits of commerce, and the
cultivation of the foil, will unfold to indultry
the certain road to competence. To thofe
hardy foldievs, who are atuated by the {pirit of
adventure, the filtheries will afferd ample and
profitable employment ; and the cxtenfive and
fertile regions of the Welt will yield a moft
happy alylum to thofe, who, fond of domeftic
enjoyment, are feeking for perfonal independ-
ence.  Noris it polfiible to couccive that any
one of the United States will prefer 2 national
bankruptcy, and a diflolution of the union, to
a compliance with the requiitions of Congrefs,
and the payment of its juft debts, fo that the
officers and foldiers may expect confiderable
afliftance, in recommencing their civil occupa-
tions, from the fums due to them from the
Public, which maft and will moft inevitably be
aid. |
' In order to effeét this defirable purpofe, and
to remove the prejudices which may have taken
poffeflion of the minds of any of the gowd
people of the States, it is earneftly recom-
mended to all the troops, that, with ftrong
attachment to the Union, they fhould carry
with them into civil fociety the moft conciliat-
ihg difpontions; and that they fhould prove
themfelves not lefs virtuous and ufeful as citi-
zeng, than they have been perfevering and vic-
torious as foldiers.—What though there fhould
be fome envious individuals, who are unwilling
to pay the debt the Public has contracted,
or to yield the tribute due to merit; yet lct
{uch unworthy treatment produce no invetive,
or any tnftance of intemperate condu& ;~lct
it be remember¢d, that the unbifled voice of

the free citizens of the United States has pro- |

mifed the juft reward, and given merited ap-

plaufe ; let it be known aad remembetred, that”

the reputatidn of the feederal armies is eftab-
Jitlhed beyond the reach of malevolence, and
let a confcioufne{s of their atchievements and
fame, ftill excite the men who compofed them
to honourable actions, under the perfuafion,
that private virtues of ccconomy, prudence, and
induftry, wiil not be lefs amiable in civil life,
than the more fplendid qualities of valour, per-
feverance, and enterprife, were in the fickl ;-
Every one may reft affired that much, very
much of the future happinefs of the Officers
and men, will depend upon the wife and manly
condut which fhall be adopted by them, when
they are mingled with the grcat body of the
community., And althongh the General has fo
frequently given it as his opinion, in the moft
public and explicit manner, that unlefs the
princinals of the feederal government were pro-
perly fupported, and the powers of the tnion
cncreafed, the honour, dignity, and juftice of
the nation, would be loft for ever. Yet he
cannot help repeating on this occafion fo in-
terefling a f{entiment, and leaving it as his iaft
injundétion to every officer and every foldier,

who may vicw the fubje in the fame ferious |

point of light, to add his beft endeavours to
thofe of his worthy fellow citizens, towards
cffeéting thefe great and valuable purpofes, on
which our very exiftence as a nation fo mate-

rially depends.

The Comunander in Chief conceives little is |

now wanting to enable the foldier to change
the military
but that teady and decent tenour of behaviour,
which bas genecrally diltinguifhed, not only the
army under his immediate command, but the
different detachments and feparate armies,
through the courfe of the war : from their good
fenfe and prudence he anticipated the happieft

will do him

charaéter into that ef a citizen:|
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on the glorious occafion which renders theic
fervices in the field no longer neceflary, "he
wilhes to exprefs the firong obligations he feelg
himfelf under, for the affiftance he has received
from every clafs, and in every inflance, He
prefents his thanks, in the mnoft ferious and af.
feCtionate manner, to the General Officers, as
well for their counfel, on many intcrefting oc-
cafions, as for thcir ardour in promoting the
fuccels of the plans he had adopted s to the
Commandants of regiments and corps, and to
the other Officers, for their great zeal and atten<
tion n carrying his orders promptly into exe-
cution ; to the Staff, for their alacrity and ex-
actnefs in performing the dutics of their feverak

departments; and to the non-commiffioned
Officers and private Soldiers, for their extraops
dinary paticnce in fuffering, as well as their fn-
vincible fortitude in a&ion § to various branches
of the army the Genera) takes this.lat and
folemn opportunity of profcfling hinipvitlable
attachment and friendfhip.—~He wi’hf.lll%a more
than bare profcflions were in his power, that
he was really able to be ufeful to them all in fy-
ture life;—hc Ratters himfelf, however, they
the jultice to believe, that whate
ever could. with prapiety be attempted by
him, has been done.~And being now to cop-
cincte-thefe his latt public orders, to take his
ultimate leave, in a thort time, of the mi-
litary charalter,—and to bid a final adieu to
the armies he has fo long had the honour to
command, he can only aguin offer, in their be-
half, his recommendation to their gratetul
country, and his prayers to the God of Ar-
mies.~—May ample juftice be done them here,
and may the choiceft of Heaven’s favours, bot}t
here and hercafter attend thofe, who, undes

the Divine aufpices, have fecured innumerable
bleffings for others. With thefe wifhes, and

this benedi@ion, the Commander in Chief is
ahout to retire from fervicc==The curtain of
{eparation will foon be drawn—and the military
{cepe to bim wil} be clofed for ever.

EDWARD HAND, Adutant General.

We have been favoured with autbentic copics of
the following Letter and .dddrefs, avtih
acere prefented to his Excellency General
Walhington on the 15th inflant.

New-York, Nov. 11.

s I R, !yd}'Pﬂiﬂh Nﬂﬂ. rs’. lj783.

THE Ofiicess of the part of the army who
agreed on the inclofed Addrefs, baving -com-
mitted to us the honour of prefenting it, with
great pleafure we now offer to your Excellency
this teftimony of their affe@ionate attachment
and relpect.

We have the honour to be,
With perfeét confideration,
1 R

Your Excellency’s moft obedient,
And moft humble Servants,

A. M‘Duucait, Major-General.

H. KNox, Major-General, :

T.Picxering, Qr. Mr. General,
His Excellency General Wajhingtor,

‘The ApDRrREss is as follows:

‘To his Excellency General WasnHiNGTON,
Commander in Chief of the Armies of the
United States of America.

WE, the Officers of the part of the army re-
maining on the banks of the Hudfen, have ree

ceived your Excellency®s ferious and farewell
Addrefs, to the Armice of the United States. We:
heg you to accept outr unfeigned thasks for the
communication, and your affe@ionate affurances
of inviolable attachment and fiiendflip. If your -
attempts to enfure to the armies the jult, the:
promifed rewards, of their long, fevere, and
dangerous fervices, have failed of fuccefs, we

helieve it has arifen from canfes not in your Ews

cellency’s pouwer to controul, With estrcine
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regret do we reflelt on the occafion which called
for-fuch endcavour, But while we thank your
Excellency for thefe exertions in favour of the
treops you have fo fuccefsfully commanded, we
-pray it may be believed, that in his fentiment
our own particular interefts have but a fecondary
place; and that ¢ven the ultimate ingratitude of
the people {were that poffible} could not thake
the patriotifm of thofe who fuffer by it. Still
‘'with pleafing wonder -and with gratcful joy fhall
we contemplate the glorious conclufion of our
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KIDDERMINSTER.

To be LETT, and entered upon at Lady

Day next, or fecner tf réquired,
Large modern-built Dwelling-houfe, ele--
antly fitted up, with extenflive Shopping and
Outbntidings thereto adjoining, fituate in the centre
of the town of Kidderminfter, in the county. of
Worcelter, and very convenient for carrying op anyr
Lranch of the Kidderminfter ManufaQlory,: or fot”
I’lh Wholefale Grocer or Dryfalter, or for a retail,

op. -
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patriot virtues and magnantinity, you perfever-
ed, underihe preffure of cvery polfible difficulty
and Jdifcouragement, in the purfuit of the greatc
objefts of the war—the freedom and fafety of
your country ;—your heart panted for the tran-
quil enjoyments of peace.  We cardially rejoice
with you that the period of indulging them has
atrived fo fuon. In contemplating the bleflings
of Liberty and Independence, the rich prize of
gight years hardy adventure, paft lufferings will
be forgotten; orif remembered, the recotletion
will ferve to heighten the relith of prefent happi-
pefs, \We fincercly pray God this happinefs
may Jong be your’s; and that when you quit
the ftage of human f‘ife, you may receive from
the. Unerring Judge, the rewards of valour ex-
erted/ tor fave the oppreffed,. of patriotilm and
difinterefed virtue.. - .
Heft- Peinty 33th Nevembyer, 138;. -
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