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Phough at oo foaree poflible 1o qeand judging tn fome
iy or Hf}!r‘;‘ nj Hfmf!ﬂ crery f/unl,f tefiae ﬂ//fri H’/ff/
to one'y thowshts: yet it ts certan that many perfons,
[romcdifforent canfes, never exerafe therr yudpment wpon
what comes before themy an the way of determining,

whethee it be concdulive xnd holdse They are perhaps en-
fertained with /HHH f/:hh:f, Hisf /H with othery ff:ry

ke and they diflikes But whether that which is pro-
pofed tu be made vt be really made out or not, whether
¢ mutter he j{nfr‘;f e rn'n't'ug to the real truth of the rf{[f,
ferms mevely o circwmflance of wo confideration at all,
Aviwments are often wanted for fome accdental pur-
fufr . but froof av fuchy o what they never want for
themfelven Lo o own fatslachon of smnd ard con-
dottan life,  NoF to mentron the multitndes who read
mcrily for the fake of aallangy and to gualify themfelues
for the world or fome fuch bind of aeafonv; thee are
cocnoof thefe who read for therr own entertarnment,
aad Love u er[ tn:rff'ﬁ!“].' {i /r*r' ﬂ.‘.]hli 15 l“IHI, /f'i'!t"?’f‘.'[,
whiteh e foradi ronsy who have na fort of curiofity to fee
what o tine s L fay curiofity o becanfe it 1s tea obtrows
to be meationed, how nach that velypvown and Juored i
tenaton s heeh o due to oo s amd 1o the hnﬁnrhmt f/u.‘%
fon what e the vade ob Diey o ot ot of the world,

H{:_ DButler,



An ARGUMENT, &c.

Cliar, 1.

I which the dvgument 1s briefly explaned.

-

4 HIS preceding Book having ferved to
thew that we are in pofieflion of lights and mu-
nunents fufhcient, upon the ongin and efla-
biifment of chriftianity ; we will now make
ufe of them to fee whar proofs this hiftory fur-
nifhes, of the truth of the chriftian religion.

The firft of thefe proofs will turn upon the
charadier of the Mafler, and of bis firft Difeiples.

Under the word cbarader, I comprehend, not
only ther manners ; but alfo their external con-
dition—their talents—thar life and fortune; in
a word, every thing that has a relation to their
}ﬁrrfam. |

Although it may feem at firft, that this con-
fideration 1s forcign to the fubjeét; and that it
will be fuflicient in order to judge of a doétrine,
o examine 1t m-itlclf, indepenident of the per-
fonal qualitics of thofe who announce it; this

L however
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however is, one of thofe cafes, in which the bets
ter to aflure ourlelves of the truth, 1t is not «
matter of indiflerence, after the examination of
the doctrine lelf, to fee further, from whom it
proceeds ; becaufe this is not a fort of natural
fcience, that carries its own evidence in itfelf ;
the queflion 1s, concerning a dodtrine taught upon
the authority of a divine revelation, and founded
in part upon fufls, It s thercfore very import-
ant o fee, whether 1in the charaller and hife of
thofe who announce this doétrine, and who at-
teft thele fulls, there be any thing which belies
the fanitity of fuch a commiffion, and weakens
the force of fuch a teflimony ; or whether on
the contrary we do not find in both, materials
to juflify and prove the authority they aflume.

[t mull be confefled, that the ftudy of hiftory:
and the view of what pafles in the world, infpire
no little difleufl of what s called an extraordinary:
perfonare,  Sometimes we find it a title lightly
griven to - legriflators and philofophers merely, who
had not, nor pretended to have, any thing more
than natural Hyrhts; though their difciples from
exeeffeve veneration, have pronounced them more
than men.  This has happened i China with re-
fpect to Confucius,  Sometimes we find that
thefe pretended extraordinary perfonages are only.
vifionarics and fanatics, capable of forming range
conceits, but in reality deferving only the con-
teenpt of men of fenfe, Oftener we fhall find
thele pretenders to infpiration, artful men, and fo
tittle cuved of human paflions, that they {eek only
10 gratify them more {urely, under the val ot
fanétity,

20
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So many cxamples therefore create a juft ex-
pectation, that thofe who firft announce a re-
lyrion, thould be above all fufpicion @ And as n
a matter fo dehcate and mportant, we cannot
he too mich on owr guard ; the following con-
ditions feem reafonably to be expecled for our
perfect fecurity.

Y Tt 1s requifite that a meflenper from God,
fhould announce himfelf as fuch ; and as having
recetved afpecial commithon, of which he gives
anthentic proofs: Otherwile, he s to be regarded
fimply a5 a teacher, whole underllanding has
been punhed and rendered fuperior to that of
others, by natural means ; and we fhould be-
licve that it 1s poflerity only, which by an ex-
celfrve venevation, has attributed to lim more
than he did o himfelt) and has fought for foine-
things avacnlons, where it was not.

ads Asitis of infinire moment, that thofe who
call themfelves meflenpers of God, thould not de-
cetve themlelves, nor fufler dlufions in thar own
minds, by weaknels of underftanding,  (which .
often happens ;) the whole tenor of their hves,
ther difconrfes, and ther writings, muft bear a
charadler of veafon and good fenfe, which does
not allow of their being confounded with vifion-
arles.

1d. On the other hand, as the world is full
of impoflors, and we cannot put confidence in
any one who calls himfelf the meflenger of God,
further than we {hall be convinced not only of
B2 HE
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his difcernment, but alfo of his good faith ; it
follows, that one of his cflential qualities muft be
probity, clear uncquivocal probity.  We have
cven i right to expedt, that thole in whole mouth
God deigns to put his word inan extraordinary
manner, fhould give the world an example of
picty and fanétity worthy of fo coinent a title.

gthe ‘Thefe may be regarded as offential re-
quifites in the characler of a mefenger of God,
But 1t we withed for yer more fecunty, and to
bunifh the fimalleft fufpicion; we might add,
that we thould be lefs diftruftful of men, wirh-
out talents and withont credit, than of men, who
holding a certain rank in the world, arc ufed to
have extenfive virws ;o or of men ol ability and
cloquence, fullicient to form and enforce fyftems
of their own,  The lefs we find of thele exterior
qualitics 1n the founders of a religion, the mors:
we fhall be induced o believe, that the grand
and beautiful things we admire n i, proceed
folely fromya fuperior caufe.

sthe But to be better convinced, that they
have not adted fiom apy human motve ; we
(hall perhaps have a further with, wot to read
in thar hiflory, that they have auamed worldly
honotirs, or have hived i cafe and aflluence ; be-
caitle, Lo lay truth, when any femporal intevefl 15
ymxed with ity the moft agreeable appearance of
devotionmay be tarnifhed and become fufpedted.

With thele froe conditions, 1 do not fee that we
gan fire more,  Indeed the three firfly as has
becr



[ 5 ]

been obferved, are the only ones which are abfo-
Jutely nceceflary 5 the two others are added to
make aflurance more fure, and carry precaution
ag far as it will go.  Fappily, this excels of pre-
caution does not make againft us; for whereas in
{urveying the authors of falfe religions, we find
none of them who can bear fuch an examimation ;
we fhall fee, that the authors of chriftianity /fu/-
tain 1t perfeétly ; and i ther perfons unite in the
highelt degree, all the charadfers, of which we
have fpoken,

ifl. It is very certain, that they have not
acted or fpoken as philofophers merely, or ordi-
nary teachers; but that they have poitroely af-
SJerted a divine miffion, and have defired to be
It ned to, on that foundation,

2d. We fee in them no marks of a weak
mind mifled by vifions, or griven to fanaticifm.

b Inthe third place, nothing 1 more pure
than thewr manners 3 nothing more irreproachable
than therr lives ; nothing more humble, imore up-
tpht, more plous, thanevery thing that 13 known
to us of thewr actions and of ther difcourfes.

qth, If on the one hand, they were fenfible
men, fuch as are defertbed under the fecond
head ; they were not however, on the other, of
underftandimgs fo acute and cultrvated as to be
able to mvent of themielves a whole plan of
doctrine 5 nor to enforce this dodlrine upon others,
by their eredit or their eloguences We fe on
| the
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the contrary, that they were men of low condi=
tion,—of a common education,—without ftudy,
withour fortune,—~without credit,~-accuflomed
to a mechamical profefliony—naot at all engaged in
the aflairs or the mtrigues of the world, and con-
fequently-not at all fitted to aét a part, that re-
quired confidence, authority, and talents,—

Laftly, to-lecave no doubt concerning the reéh-
tude of their intenttons ; and to remove every
fcruple on that heagl, we hitve only to oblerve, how
they pafled their lives, after they had engaged in
thetr miniftry, ;—far from finding in it any thing
to grattfy fenfuality orambition, they found every
thing that ollends and mortifies the carnal man ;
poverty 3 fabour ; contempt ; contradiétion ; and
{uflering.  And how did their laborious carcer
terminate 2—In a painful and ignominious death.,
Such is the picture of their lives, and this, all
they have gained from the world.

‘Thefe diflerent features united, form a cha-
racler, which dithinguithes effenrially the founders
of chrilliantty from.other leaders of feéls, as we
fhall now {hew more in detail.

(:,HA Pt
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Of John the Buptifl, and of bis Charader.

.l%l*ll*'()]{l'l we come to the Founder  himfelf
of chnftianity, and thofe who may be called bis
coadyutors, 1 this grear work; it will not be
improper to fay fomething ot John the Bapuft,
who preceded himy, and whofe mttory 1s clofely
connecled with that of Jefus Chiift,

'The perfon of John is known to us, by our
oofpels and by the hiftoran Jofephus,

If we fhould confider the gofpels merely as

a hiftory of the times, we cannot deny that they
atteft at Jeaft, what was commenly believed in
Judea.  Now we feein them, that immediately
preceding Jefus Chnfly a vencrable perfon arofe
in that country, of the facerdotal mce, who did
not however enter into any clafs of facrificers or
of [cribes, nor was engaped 1 the fedt of the
pharifees, nor of the fidducees; bur after the
cxample of the ancient proph-ts) and particu-
larly of s led an auftere bic)and koot him-
fell at adiflance from grea tewns, in the country
which the jews call the % but which was
not without vitlwes and mhabitane:,  There,
with no lefs freedom than zeal, he cenfured the
vices both ot the high and the low ; fparre
NCeihel
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ticither the pharifees who had corrupted ttue
picty by thar falfe devotions; nor the fadducees,
who regarded the law only in a temporal and
political view ; nor thofe who afpired to ¢mi-
nence to gratily their avarice and their ambition ;
nor the bulk of the people, very cotrupt and
vicious; nor even the courts of the princes, fons
of Herod, where there was great impiety and dif-
order,  Foiras we fee by the hiftory, futh was the
depree of corruption, that the nation never ftood
in greater need of a rigid reformer ; thofe who
were, moft attached to religion and to their
country, could not fufliciently lament the flate
to which they faw both the one and the other
reduced s as well by the abufes we have fpoken
of, as by the introdudtion of a Reman govetnor .
into a part of the country, into Judea properly
fo called, which was the beginning of their fub.
jCiftiOlh

John the Baptift begun by humbling the of-
fenders; proving to them, that they were in
grrvat LIElt’LIle:‘i with refpei? to God ; although
miny of them, valued themfelves on a kind of
worldly probily,  He afterwards exhorted them
to repentance ; baptized them in the river Jor-
dan, according to the cuftom then ufed by fome
jewilh doctors an receiving profelytes s and told
them, that this was the beft preparation they
could make, in order to receive and comprehend
the falutary leflfons of the Mcefhah, who was foon to
appear; * Repent ye, for the kingdom of Heaver
“ Cor the veipn of God) is at band.”  Such was
the (ubject and fubftance of all his preaching:

20
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R0 that the words of Ifaiah apply ftrongly to him,
“ There 1s a voice which crieth in the defert,
“ prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his
‘“ paths flraighe.”

As the general expeQation which then pre-
vailed, of the near approach of the Mefhah;
might induce a belief, that they need not look
farther than to the perfon of John, he takes care
to correct this error; by apprizing them that
this honour belonged to another ; who was as
much his fuperior, as a mafter 1s to rhe lowelk
of s fervants, [ fudeed, baptized you (or [
“wafh you) with water, to lead you 1o yepentunce,
“but he that cometh after me is mnch preater
“ than 1, whofe fhoes [ am not worthy to bear,
“bhe will purify (o baptize) you by the holy
“ pirit and by fire.”

The Jews being much given to flatter them-
felves with the hope, that the reign of the Mcf=
fiah would be for them, a feafon of cafe and
profperity ; St. John to undecceive them, infifts
itrongly on the necelhty of amendment ; and de-
[cribes to them the Mefliah, not only as a de-
liverer, butas a judpe and a mafler, who comes
to clean his floor, and takmng the fan in his
hand, feparates the good grain ;. and blowing ofl
the hyhe flw and the chatly cafts it ag ufelefs
mto the fire,

Nothing gave fo much fecunity or vain cona
fidence to the Jews, as their quality of being
defcendants of Abrabam s on which they refled,

9 i
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as if that aloe would affure them for ever of
impunity, and of the prote€ion of God; on
this account, St John addrefles himfel( in a ve
hement manner to the pharifees and fadducees,
whom he faw come to him, full of this prefump-
tion,  He groes fo far as 1o ufc terms, which ap-
pear harfhi; but which were proper to make
them fenfible, how little worthy. their condudt
was of the defcendants of Abrabam, as they
boafted themfelves wo be: « Generation of vipers,
ays he o them, awho bas tanpht you, or who bas
“made ye bepe, 1o efrape the wrath to come ¢
Bear fruit fuitable to vepentance, and pretend
not 1o fuy within yourfelves, it is Abrabam wwlbo
15 our father, for [ tell you, that God is able of
““thefe flones lo vaife up children to Abvabam.”
Intimating that God might rejeét the unbelicy-
g Jews, and adopt in their flead the Gentiles ;
who would become the true pofterity of Abra-
haw, in becoming the imitatory of his faith, and
fo heirs of the promifes made to him: To whicl
he adds, to apprize them of the near approach of
this difpenfation, and to awaken the impenitent,
“ Alvcady is the axe laid 1o the voot of the tvee,
“cvery tree then which beaveth not pood frint
“ il be ent doton and caft into the fire.

31
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Intimations {o important, and {upported by a
conduél worthy of a zealous fervant of God,
foon made imprelions on their minds; for it 1s
faid, that great numbers of the inhabitants of
Jerufalem, of all Judea, and all the neighbourhood
of Jordan, went to him, confelling their fins ; and
were baptized by bim in the river., Publiculns

' alfo
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{0 were feen to come, mihtary men, phartfees,
(adducees, ma word, men of every order; and each
cecetved from him the cenfures and exhortations
of which they had need. “There were alfo perfons
who attaching themfelves more clofely o him,
became his difeiples, and who afterwards were
united with the Chriftians,

The zeal of this holy man, not conlining him
to rebuke the mifcondudt of imdividuals, he had
the courage to reprove Herod the tt.[hll{l] for
having taken Herodias for his wife, Mluung her
from his brother Philip. This _]uﬁ reproach
irtitated thefe p()wu'ﬂl[ pt:l'ﬁms the Inore, as no
one clfe durft ufe the funie freedom.  John was
then thrown into prifon, and at length beheaded
at the requett of FHerodiag 3 which however did
not prevent the founder part of the people, from
continuing to venerate his memory as a prophet,
and even believing they faw his death avenged
n the unfortunate war, i which Herod was
fome time after engagred agamft Arctas king of
the Arabs. It 15 from the luftonan Jofephus,
that we learn this circumflance, at the {ame tune
that he makes an culogium on John, very conw
formable 1o what the golpel has fad of him;
thefe are hig words

“ Many Jews have believed that this defeat of
the army of Herod, was ajuft punifhment of
Heaven, on account of John furnamed the
Bapufl, whom he put to death, thouph he was
a juft man, who exhorted the Jews to embrace
“ the truth; to be jufl to one another; and to

C 2 “ obferve
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obferve picty towards God by recaving
baptifim; telling thom that this punification
would be agrecable to God, not by confining
themfelves to abflain from any fin for a tiie,
but by preferving the body i a flate of per-
fect purity, and above all, if the foul was pu-
rificd by juflice.  As this occafioned fome
commotion, by the preat eagernels there was
to hear his exhortations; Flerod fearing fome
fedition would happen, by the afeendant he
had gained over the muldtitnde, ready for any
thing, if' he chole to excite them s thought i
heft to prevent this dangzer, that he might not
have caufe to repent when it was too late;;
this alarm therefore pat hii upon impnifon-
gz John in the fortrefs of Macherante, where
he hadd him put to death,  And the opinion
of the Jews was, that the defeat of his anmy
was the vengeance of God, provoked by fo
unjufl an aclion *.”
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We would obferve on this paflagre, that Jofe-
phus who fpeaks much of Herodis in other
places, fays nothing here of the pat the took n
the death of Jobn; and alledges no ether caule
for this cvent, than the polite fear of Haod, It
is pollible that two menves have concured o
produce this event, and that this prince who
tromy diftrufl and refentment had alraady  fecured
the peifon of Jobn and kept him a long time 1n
wifon, was at length determimed to et nd of
{1im at the inflance of Herodias who had not
forgiven the mjury, which fhe thought fhe had

recetved
* Anug. Juds Lo1Boc
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yeeeived from him,  An hiftoran Like Jofephus,
who did not write till {ifty years after, mighe be
igrnorant of, or might not care to mention o par-
veular which was well know n, and which had
not been diffaubled by a cotemporary author,
s ot Matthew was.

But notwithftanding the omiflion of this cir-
cummflance, we fee that Jofephus agrees with the
Fovangelift in the main, by confefling that John
was unjuftly beheaded by 1Herod, dnd that hi
Jife and his difcourfes were truly worthy of a pro-
phet.

Such then being, even by the acknowledrrment
of the jewith hifloran, the refpeciable claradler
ol the precurfor of Jefus Gyl ; we may already
form a judgment, of what was to be expecled
from Jefus lnmfelf. We thall fee mn the fequdd,
of what waght againlt the Joews, 1s this teflimony
of Johny and what fupport it gives to preced-
gz prophectes concermng Chrift, - Ieis fuflici-
it al ]mlult Lmun.uh lel {he apwmg n/ the
congelical difpenfation announces  lomething
creat; and that 1o judge of it by s com-
encement, we miay expect to find very exalt-
cd views, and very cditymgr examples. But of
this we thall be betrer convineed, from the 1n-
quiry we are about to make, o the hie and
chatacler of Jefus Chitl, and of s apofiles,

CITAP,
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vl Fadt —That the Authore of Chriflianily are not
mevely Aeachers, whom Poffersty by maptfied
tan much, but that they attyibated to themjeloes
a drone Niffon,

r ™

l [ Gt crcumflanee which ougit to be oba
fevved mothe character of the authors of the
cheiftian religrion 15, that they have not {poken
nor acted funply as philolophers or - ordinary
teachers 5 bur that they have pofitively afferted a
milfion and fupernatural light ; and have reguired
to be heard on that prownd ; we fhall fee foon,
how far a certinty of this fadt will carry us, althe?
it feems at firll Gipht, of no great confequence.

There have been many perfons much cele-
brated, of whom we can form no certain judg-
ment ;- becanfe we are not fulliciently informed,
with relpect to ther Jives and their true cha-
racter.  For example, how can we determine
what fuch perfons as Orpheus or Minos or
Numa really were; to whom more than human
powers have been aferibed ? not having any hil-
tory of thofe times, nor any of theiy writings, we
cannot fay whether they pave themfelves out for
cxtraordinary men, or whether it was polterity
that {o reprefented them,  Tomay be, that having
formed certun poliical cffablithments with wit-

don,
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dom, and griven leflons as philofophers, the o/md
veneration of the following ages has gone fo far
as to pay them divine honours. 1y certain at
feaft, that Confucius, fo venerated 1 China, pre-
tended only 1o that wifdom which he dertved
from the leffons of his predeceflors. With re-
gard to fome others, fuch as Plato, on whom
the admiratton of his difciples has beftowed the
utle of devime, we cannot be miftaken ;s both
his own writings and the hiftories of thofe tmes,
make 1t perfectly clear, that he only profefied
himfedt a man of fludy, who fought truth as well
as he could; havingr fpeculated on divine and
human things by the befl exercife of his own
underftandings, or after s mafter Socrates, an-
other {peculator hike himfelf.  And he has there-
fore adted as fuch a fitvation required, that s,
fimply advancing his opinions as probable, and
aving them all the fupport of reafoning and of
rhetorie 5 aomethod as 1s evident perfedtly human,
and which fhews on what foundations he refted
And as he preended hunfelt 1o nothing more ;
that of ilelt proves that nothing more, ought to
he attributed to lim. Torit we thould not hightly
grive credit o any man, who pretends to infpi-
ration ; we may well believe him, who makes no
fuch pretenfion, and fays nothing of fo cminent.
a qualtty = A true mellenger of God would nov
diffemble his miffion.

Much has been faud of Apollonins Tyancus,
who lived in the tines of Velpafian and his fons.
Philofuratus the author who wrote his life, af-
feits no lefs than to equal him o Jefus Chift,

by
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by the nuracles he mbuores to lim. Bur for
this author, Apollontus would have been alimofd
pertectly unknown. Phaloftratus 1s the only one
who has written a hiffory of himy and that, near
a Pandred years aftey bis death @ Vor we have no-
thungs by Apollontus himdelfy wer by any cotem -
porary writer, by which to learn, whether thig
fopinft does v fadt attmbute to himfelf, the qua-
hues and the power, which his pancgryrit be-
flows on hane Tos probable he never thought
of them tnmfelt, bue the common people of his
country, having told fome mraculous flores of
hivn, Philoffratus, a long time after, thoueht
proper to make a romance of than, to plL.llL q
fuperflicious menl” *; fo that the marvellons of
thus hillory, is all an Alter-invented fiction.

This 13 nor the cafe with the founders of chnil-
tianity ;-~-hefides their having lived in anage very
well known to us, we have, their owon writives,
with divers Wiftories of the fame period 3 and the
firfl ule which we make of them, 1510 fee pre-
cifely, 1n what quality they  have {poken,—what
they have Lud of themfelves,~—and what the [ist!
Chriftiang who heard them, behievedi—Now tap-
pears from all the diflerent documents, that Je-
fus amsioenced bonfelf s the Sonof Gaod ;as the
Chnlt promifled by the prophets; and the de-
iverer look'd for by Thael.  We fee that he at-
tributes 1o linmdelt a fupernatural power, which
he claims to prove by divers mitracles, to which
he refers his hearers, and particuiarly to s -
Surredtion and bis afcenfion, as decifive confirmi-

fiohs
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tons of his miffion,  Tle imlelf often repeited,
that he was fent from God for the falvation of
men ;—-he ranks himfelf above all the prophets,
comparing them to fervants, while he is the Son
and the Heir ;—he fays that < the Iather has fanc-~
““Ufied and fer bis feal upon him ; and that he
‘has gtven him his fpine wathout meafure,” —
I he fpeaks of his humihation, he {peaks alfo of
s grlory, and of the high dignity o which God
vould exalt him—When St. Peter in the name
of all the apoftles fays to hum “thou art the
' Chnft, the Son of the iving God.”  Jelus far
from difavowing this title, anfwers him “ happy
“art thou Simon; for it s not flefh and blood
“ which hath revealed this to thee, but my
* Lather who 13 1n Heaven” —l1le fays, fpeaking
of himfclf 1o ajewith teacher, © God has fo loved
“the world, that he has given his only Son, that
“ whoever believeth i hun fhould not perifh but
“have cternal hfe'—The Samaritan woman fay-
i to him 1 know that the Mefliah will
“come, and when he 1s cotne be will inftrudét us
“anall things™ Jefus anfwers her, 1 am e,
1 who fpeak to you”~—Iic held the fune lan-
ruagre openly before the Jews ;) one day, w th
they faid to him ** hold us not in fufpenfe ;
“thou be the Chrift tell us plainly,” this is thc
anfwer 1 have told you already and ye would
“not belteve 3 the works which 1Tdo in my 1a-
“ ther's name bear witnels to mie”—another time
when the Jews reproved him for faying he was
the Son of God, asif by that he had fpoken blaf-
phemy 5 far from reuadting what he had faid, he
continues 1 thofe words < all that the Itather
1) “ doeth,
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‘“ docth, the Son docth likewife ; for as the [a-
“ther ruifeth thie dead, and giveth them life, fo
““the Son giveth life to whom he pleafeth; the
“ Father judieth none, bur hath given to the
“ Son-power to judpe, thar all may honour the
‘“ Sonvas they honour the Father 3 what T fay to
“you, I do not fay of myfelf, it is the Lathee
““ who abideth in me;, who himfulf doth the works
“ which'l do—lift cternal is to ‘know the only
“true God, and Jefus Chrft whom he hath
“ lent"—All the gofpels are full of like decla-
rations, by which he attributes ro himfelf fuper-
natwral power, alledping his miracles and par-
tiewlarly hig refurreétion, in proof of the autho-
(ity from God, with which he is invefted.  “This
avowal wag maintained to the laft, and before the
tudges s for the high priett having fuid to him,
L adjure thee, by the living God to tell us if
thou be the Chrift the Son of God ? “ Jelus an-
“fwersTam, and [ fay further, that herealter you
“halkfee the Son'of Man, fitting at the righe
“hand of God, -and coming on the clouds ¢f
‘“ Heaven "Lhis declaration was fo formal, tha
they nide it principal article of the charge
aen(l himy as the Joews acknowledge at this day
b e, the falt orders he ggave to his apoftle:
prove allo the fupreme authority, which he at-
tributes to himfell 40 pozeer 15 pizen fo me 1
“Lleaven and o Favth.  Go thevefore, inflvudd all
“Cratiois 2 Bapirae them e the wame of the la.-
“Cthey, of the Son, and of the boly fpirit ;  and
“Ueach them tvoof ferve all the thives which 1
“Pave commarded you ; aw! fo, T foall be with
vy eavs o (he end 6 foeoape”?

Thelis
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Thefe difcourfes are not cquivocal.—It 1s in
the fame mannee that he is reprefented by the
apofiles ; they affert conflantly, that he has prov-
cd his divine authority by his refurreétion, by
his afcenfion, and by fending the holy fpinit;
they fay, that it is in his name that they preach;
that it is in his name they cure difeades; that it
iv in him we muft believe, to have life, € [fe
“ haye feen with ony eyes, fays St. John, and e
“ bear witnefs, that the Lather bath fent bis Sox
9 be the Saviour of the world., 1 'keever will
“ acknowyledpe thal Jefus is the Sou of Gud, God
<« woitl abide in bim and be i God.'—-St, Peter
(aid the fame thing, fpeaking to a great mul-
titude of Jews.  Afler betuy, by the vight hand
“ of God, exalted ; and baving veceived ¢f the
< father, the boly fpivit wwbich was promifed, be
“ hath beflowed it, as you now fee and bear i—let
v all the boufe of Ifracl be affured, that God bail
“ eflablifhed as Lord and Chrifl, this Jefus whom
“ ye bave crucified~God baving rvaifed his Son
“ ‘fefus, bath fent bim o blefs you, by tnyu-
“ng all of you from your iniguities.~9beve 15
““wo falvalion by any other, for theve is uo other
“ pame wnder Feaven that is given unto men, by
“ wobich we can be faved.’—5St. Paul held the
Tame language to the Pagans ; as we may judge
by the difcoutfe which he made in the Arcopa-
gus at Athens. ¢ God now commands all men,
“‘in all places to repent; becaufe he hath ap-
“ pointed a day, in which he will judge the
““ world 1n rightcoufnefs ; by the Man whom he
““ hath ordained for that purpofc, of which be
“ hath given aflurance to all nicn, by radipg

D 2 “ hiun
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‘“ him from the dead.”’—The fame apoftlc writ-
ing to the Romans begins his letter thus, “ Paul
““ afervant of Jefus Chrift, called to be an a-
“ poftle, and fer apart to preach the gofpel of
“ God (which he had before promifed by the
“ rrophctﬂ in the holy feriptures) concerning
“ his Son ; who according 10 the flofh is born
“of the race of David*, and who according to
“ the fpirit of holinefs, bas been declaved the
“ Son of God in a powerful manncer, by bis re-
“ furrcétion.~Thefe words fhew, how the -
poflles attributed to themfelves alfo a divine au-
thority, derived from that of Jefus Chrift, and
which proved itfelf, by the miraculous pifts
which bad been communicated to them.—fence
the title which St, Paul takes in his firft epiftle
to the Corinthians, “ Paul called by the order
“ of God, to be an apoftle of Jefus Chrift;—and
“ afterwards he fays, that bis difcorfes and bis
“ preaching, bave not been of that kind which
“ buman wwifdom employs to perfuade, but that
“ they bave beer a demonflration, fownded on ihe
“ fpirit and the power of God; that your failh,
*“ he adds, mipht not vefl upon the wifdont of men,
“ but upon the power of God.—H'e hawve not ye-
““ cerved the [pivit of this world, but the [pirit
“ qwbich cometh from God.—1 am perfunded, he
¢ fays in another place, “that 1 bave the fpirit of
 Crod—ave fulfify not the word of God as many.
f“ do, but we preach it with fincerily, as from

‘" GG:f

* "There were, 1t leemey early doubis about the authenucity
of the innodollory chapters o the gofpels of S, Manhew
and St. Luke, thele doubts are flated in the 4th vol. of th
'.!.'lmul.' Repolitory,
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« God, before God, and according to the [pivit of
¢ Fefus Chrifl—Al this comes from God, who
“ baving veconciled the world 1o bimfelf by Jefus
“ Chrift, has entyufled to us the minifivy of this
“ reconciliation ; thus we execute the fundions of
“ ambafladors of Fefus Chrifl, and 1t is, asif
“ God exborted you, throngh us.”’

It would not be difficult to accumulate a
great. number of paffages, which fhew equally,
that the idea which we bave of the divine mif
Sion of Jefus Chrift and of his apoftles, 1s not
diflerent from that which they themielves wifhi
ed to grive us of it. It is alfo the idea which
the Chniftians bad of it from the beeimning, o3
appears by a chain of evidence which might by
extracted from all the writers of the firft cehiti
rics.—But what other proof is wanted than the
Jymbol of the apoflles, which is a confeffion of
fath wery ancient, where every thing fupernatila
ral which we atrribute to Jefus Chaft is to be
found, and which i fubflunce is certainly very
conformable to the common belief of Chriflians,
of all tunes and of all countries. ‘ '

frven the Pagan writers {erve to prove, that
fuch n fact has been the belief of the primitive
church ; witnefs the famous epifile of Pliny, who
accufed the Chriftians of finging: hymns to Chrifl
as to 4 God 3 which evidently fuppofes that from
the carlieft times the Chriftians regarded  jefus
Chraft as a divine perfon, who had given cona
yincing proofs of his dignity and of his powers
And whence could they have had chis idea in 2
fane
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time fo near that of the apoflles, if fefus Chrift
himfeit and his apoftles had not indeed fpoken
in the manner we have feen ?

It cannot then be faid, chat what we fee has
often happened in other cafes, has happened
this ; that the difciples have faid more than the
mafter, and that certain inflitutions begun 1 a
manner perfedlly fnaple and natural, have reo
cetved by degrees, additions of the nnraculous
kind wwbich did not belong 1o thew; by an ini-
proper endeavour to give luflre to ther ongm,
and by fictions of which the firfl authors have
never thought.  Inthis cale we have aflurance
of the contrary.  All that we believe at prefent
of the divine origin of the chriflian religion,
has been faid, and written, and believed alfo, 11
the fame manner from ils beginning ;1L 18 on
this fooung that the founders thamfelves have
defired that we fhould recetve what they taught ;
it 15 thercfore on this footing they muft be
Judged.

It 18 of importance allo to remark, that the
mtracles which fefus Chrift and his apoftles pre-
tend to, are not things which came into their
minds by degrees, as if carcumftances had i
bolden'd them, and infenfibly led them farther
than they at fieft intended @ For even before the
appearance of Jefus, the preaching of john an-
nounced himas a perfon far fuperior to himfclf
We [ce afterwards that the mintftry of Jelug
Chrfl cominenced by the delcent of the holy
Ipirit, when he received the title of the wcll-lw.l-

lovet
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Joved Son of God; atitle which exprefles at
once, every thing we can conceive that is grand.
He himfelf {peaks as a legiflator and a reformer
fent from Heaven; he calls his doctrine the efia-
blithment of the kingdom of Heaven ; he chufes
apoftles, he communicates to them his authority ;
he works miracles ; he fays that he brings remif-
fion of fins and falvation ; he afferts that he will
¢rive his [ifc for the redemption of men ; that he
thall rife again and be glorified ; and being rifen,
he will draw the world after him.  All this s
contained either exprefsly or by inference, n the
difcourfes which our Lord held during the courfe
of his miniftry, without its appearing that he
at all added to or altered his plan; and indeed
the fyftem is fo conneéted, and fo perfectly of
1 picee, that no part of it can be detached.

It may be, that the apofiles did not at firfk
comprchend this plan in all its extent; but ir
is certain however, that after the departure of
their Mafler, their firft preachings, and the firft
fleps reported by St. Luke, and confirmed by
their writings, faid open fully cvery thing they
afterwards taught; fo that it cannot be faid,
that they have varied or exeended ther views
ccording to occurrences 5 it 13 not a doctrine
amplificd and retouched at random, but fimple,
unitorm, conceived and delivered at once, i its
whole extent, and 1n a manner fixed and deter-
mined.—Hence it 1s that St. John fays, « That
““ he relates what bas been from the beginning,
“ what he has feen with his cyes, what he has
“ contenplated and heard, concerning the word

'u Of
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ol lfe——And St Paul reproving thofe wha
ltad the falleft idea of alterine av all, or falfi-
fying the pofj el of Chrift, declares that hini-
fell” bas never varied in his preaching, “1 would
‘Creprelent to youy fays he to the Corinthians,
“ the gofpd which 1 ohave preached 1o you,
' which you have received, and by which you
“oare faved, 1f you preferve it fuch ds 1 have

wipiniey,

“Craught i to you s Otherwife you will have be-
“ lieved invam,  Now 1 have taught you prin-

“cipaiy, a1 ohave mylelf alfo  learnt,—that
® Jolus Chritt died for our fing, that he was
' Darted, that he rofe agdin the third day, that
“he wag feen of Cephas and atterwards of the
forwelve apollles—and they and 1, thus we
" opreach, and thus ye have believed."—Such
hag been from the beginning 10 the end, the
uniform fimplicity of the apoftolic preaching.
'Fle reader fees clearly, that by thefe remarks
we are advanced one flop i the proof we have
i)rnpnﬂ'tl; for, a3 has been ablerved, there are
“but three parts for an unbeliever to take ;—éne,
8 to fay, that that kas happened tn this cale,
which we have feon happen in others, namely,
that pollerty sutdoiny the firlt authors of an in.
fhivunion, have wdded fomething anvaenlons, to
what at ffl was fimple and naeorale=-The
fecond Tuppohition is, that if the original teach-
ey have attrtbuted 1o themfelves Tupernatural
quithities, they maay have heen the difes of their
i 2iintd e, and feduced by s fort of famaticifin -
Laftly, it wll be faid, hat it they Lave not alcrib-
cd to thandelves fuch gnalitiey Dy erver, they
' Lave
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have done 1w by artsfiee, and with drfipn 1o de-
certe wmen. Fe s evident that unbehievers can

have only one of thele three luppulu'um 1o refl
apon.  On which will they relt 2 The firfl has
been removed by what has lJLLIl [ard 1 s
chapters it renmauns o overturn the other two,

which we hope to eflect i what {ollows.

o et L T e - = -

'L‘!{I,}tlli I'%-

Wl Pt —That see cannnt accnfe the Authors of
Chrgflianity of HWeaknefs of Mind wor of Fana-
licifin,

-
F O examine the queftion, whether the found-
crs of the chrifliin rehgnon have not been the
dupes of ther imapination, as many fanatics have
been, 1t s necellary firfl to examine terms ; and
o dif (tingrunfhy the different degrees of what we
call e fdons A /m’/}' i order tﬁﬁ'lpplt‘ tiate 1In
fome fort, the different clatles of underftanding,

Hl, The natural flate of the generality of
men, 15 to have good  fenfe enongh 10 difcern
1t leafl things within their {phere; and menmo-
Fy fo’JH‘:f/J', to 1_1;1%/{, an acwunt ol what they have
themfelves done, or of what LhLy have {een
and heand. T by l'mcqthlhle that they are
thought capable of managimg therr own affairs;
of bL,.lrmg Leftimony inacowrt of Juflice; and

I 04
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of performing divers funéions of civil life, el
in s flation.  Conmwnon fenfe 1s not demied o
any perfon, unlefs he has given proofs of ftupi-
dity or madnefs,  For though it man forgets him-
(et fometimes, and commits faults by ipnorance
or levity, we don't fiy on what account that he
s deflitute of reafon, nor would judges reject
his teflimony, on the fcore of weaknefs,

2d. Penctration and difcernment may be car-
vied much further in particular perfons, owing
to patwsal talents or cultivated education ; and
this 15 what conflitutes fuperior minds.  Such
perfons embrace many ideas at o time ; know
how to connedt and  arrangre them ; penctrate
into hidden things ¢ difcern remote  connex -
wns, or mice differences; and are able o ex-
plain their thoughts with clegance and method.
But great as this advantage 1s, it muft be own-
cdd, in the common concerns of life, fuch perfons
will be found little fupertor to the other 5 and
i what requires only eyes and memory, a mo-
derare underflanding s ay perfectly clear-fighted
ag 1 necelary, Lo there o call, for example, to
rive cvidence Inoa court of juftice on things
we have feen ? the teftimony of a peafant, will
not be thoughr of lefs waght than that of the
moft lewrned man. It may even happen that
truth will be better rold by a plun man, than by
others, who often hurt their judgment by flrain-
gy their yeafon.

ads [Uis not uncommon for men with dil-
cormment enough, o have what s called both.
weaknefs
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weaknels and warmth of imagination.  This i
the cafe when a tender brain, too much {haken
by the fight or the idea of certain objects, agi-
tates and heats itfelf] (o as to render a man alarm-
ed, difturbed, and in general too ready to be
movced at lipht appearances. But though this tem-
per of mind is capable of creating iHufions, and
cfpectally on the firft emotion, it docs not how-
cever difturb the fenfes, nor deftroy the judgment,
{o that we know what we fay and are¢ not at
the mercy of continued vifions,

ath. The higheft degree of this fort of viva-
city of imagination, will be emthufiafm, which
confifts in thinking on certain fubjedts with more
emotton and heat than they deferve.  Henee we
give them more importance and reality than they
naturally have, and being - totally occupied with
them we reckon cvery thing clfe, as nothing;
and hence it may happen, that by fome crror
of mind, we may miffake thefe emotions and
thoughts when they are a little violent, for «
fort of ifprvation; and regarding, cither exter-
nal events, or our own dreams, with reference
to this idea, may form out of them a fanatical
Syflem. Of this, thereare many examples ; and yet
we cannot confider thefe heated heads as totally
derangzed, becaufe though they deccive themfelves
on certain fntelledinal fubjells; they are not
capable of miftaking white for black, nor of
loling all difcernment with relpett o fenfible
objells,

2 sth,
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sthe Bur if the diforder of the Drain goes fo
far as to form phantoms ; and to make us think,
broad awahe, as a man docs who dycams ¢ for
exammple to believe that one 15 a King 3 con-
mands an army 5 is upon the fea, when i fact
he is on fand 5 thar we Jive in a palace 5 have
made fuch a voyage; got fuch an inhertance
which has not happened j~In a word, 1f we
have confounded or overturned the idas of the
moflt palpable things ; this would not be called
merely enthufiafin, but delivinm ; an excels that
15 uncommon, and which feldom happens but by
accident, and for a hiude time in certun maladices,

But i this illufion inftead of being temporary
and with intervals, fhould become habitual and
durable; this would be a flate of madnels, it
only for confinement.

Thefe diftinélions, though a litde philofophi-
cal, were necellary here, becaufe thele different
flates of mind, are 100 olten conjoninded ; {0 ag
to mclude under the vague name of fanitics, per-
Jong of very diflerent charaéter—thiat there was
for example, n the firfl followers of Mahomet
A tincture of fanaticifm mixed with much am-
bition ; their hiftory dees not allow s to doubt ;
and this 15 accounted {or without our bemy o-
bliged to fuppofe them fools or vitionaries @ Be-
caule they were not called vpon o believe 1 a
{eries of miraculous facls, by which Mahomet
proved his muflion 5 he made not any {fuch preten-
Ions 5 iwas merely heing 200 credulons with refpedd
o thar leader, wahout having due proofs thae

’ thaig
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there was any  thing extraordinry m- Inm, and

that [}rm'uh,n(,t fum orted him ;lp';llllﬁ hl‘s CNC~
mics—— he funous O, Cromwell has heen fuis

pecled and now without reafon, of mamtnning

immlhnur of the fame charadler, or o he only
fugrnfd i, that he mmmunlmud this 1dea of
himlelf however o many of s followars. But
this does not extend 1o 1he belicf ¢f palpable fal-
Sitees in owmatters of fadéls Vhey don't {peak of
public miracles which have been wrought, nor of
any extropdinary  fjen, that was given,  All
their error confifted i fome ntelleé/nal opinton,
wupoit which it is much cafier to miflake, than in

what allecls the fewfes. |

f

As to thole fingular men, who apptar at times,
and call themfelves afpireds we ueed not e
much embarrafled v formingr a judgient aboug
themy,  Thefe are not vifionavies nor fools, pro-
perly fo ealled 5 as they do net confound all ideas
of thingrs, nor decave themielves with refpedl o
Senfible objedts,  They ave only enthufiafls, whofg
bratn beings heated on certun fubjedts, they come
a lengeh to take their internal emotions for -
pulles of the divine fpuic; and whimfically e
fer cvery thing they fee) o the favourite idea
with which they are poflefled,

Ta apply thele remirks to our fubjedl ;—{
wonld in the firfl place afk thofe who fufpect
the founders of the chinflan religon of fome dif-
order of the bunn, su wlal clafs they pretend to
place them 7—Will 1t be, 1w that of perfons of
f cooak anmagination and feo capily moved ¢ But

this
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this turn of mind which 1s fo common, would by
no means forve to make  Jefus Chrift and s
apoftles  perfuade  thembelves  gronndlefsly,  of
what we fee they were well pafuaded; nor to
rake them ack as they have acted,  Neither can
we ¢xplain the condudt they have held; by aferib-
ingr to them that wvivacity of imagination which
forms enthufiafls ; and leads them 1o helieve they
are mfpired, m conlequence of the mternal emo-
tiohs they feel, or of conceits, arifing  from
fome cvents rather fingular, which they interpret
as a particular diveélion of providence,  For we
fee that Jefus Chuift and his apoftles alledpe in
their favour, things much more finking, and in
which it 15 not poflible they fhould be under the
power of illufion,  Jefus not only believed him-
felf to be the Meffiah and the Son of God, but
that God vifibly declared him 1o be fo at his bap-
tiftn.~—Ile believed that he wronght miracles, on
many different occafions, and in prefence of many
witnefles ;—and he fpeaks of them as of fadts
foren and certain,  Thefe miracles are not of a
nature i which a nman can be decetved 5 they are
palpable faéls.  He fpeaks and acts unitormly
even to his death, i the perfualton of his divine
miflion, and this coolly and compofedly,  He
himfelf chules difciples to exeeute his grear de-
(g, Hets perfectly aware of the confequences
of his undeitaking as well with regard to him-
felf as to others ;—he foretells thele confequences
and prepares for them; he even inflitutes oefore
band a particular ceremony, to be a perpetual
memorial of his crucifixion, e declares not
fely politively, that he thall rife again; he pro-

ey
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mifes the holy {pirit to his apoftles; and with.
out domg any thing to avold or to retard hie
condemnatton ; he goces to his execution, as to a
kind of death that makes part of his plan, not
lefs ¢lorious to himfclf, than benefictal to the hu-
man race. s apofiles not only believe in him
during his life, but after his death,—they are per-
fuaded that they have m fact feen hun rifen ; that
they have converfed with him during forty days ;
that they received bis Jaft orders; and that afger
that, they have feen him afeend mto THeaven.
They are perfuaded morcover, that they have
themfelves recetved the gifts of the holy fpirit in
a vifible and ftriking manner; 1 confequence of
which they fpeak and act with an extraordinary
zeal 5 they believe, as well ag their Mafler, thae
they perform divers muaculous cures; and in
this perfuafion they quit all, to proclim the gof-
pel, to Jews and Gentiles, to Greeks and Barbao
rians; to the expofing 1hemfclvc3 on that ac
count, to all kinds of perils and reproaches.  If
all thefe ideas have 1o reality, what name muft
be given to fuch a frangre affemblage of wifions #
It 1s not enouph to call 1t weaknels of mind or
enthufiafin; we muft fay that e 1s the Jaft degree
of extravagzance, and the moft fingrular cxample
of folly that has cver heen feen.

On this footing, it is caly to fee to what the
queftion is reduced ;—it 15 not cnough to n-
quire, whether  Jefus Chrift and his apoftles
have been men of weak minds, but whether they
have been ablolutely {ools, vifionarics and mad-
tnen ; for thus far muft the accufation go, and

on



ony thiis round mufl the ingquiry be made—-But
we fhatl fee, that fo far from being chargeable
with any [hlll;{ of this kind, we are not able to
dittover in them the fimalleft rendency 1o fae

natle in,
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Of the Charadler of Jefus Chrifl, and koze far i
was from Lanalicifm,

l Defire the reader will recolled, what has been
larl in the preceding volume, of the beauty
of the chrithan dodtrine—-of s conformity to
right reafon-—of its Juil accommaodation to the
condition of ymun—of the excellency of 1ts mo-
tal--of its uttlity {or the prefent hife—and of the
rand views it gives us with refpect to a future
flate.~—After that, let the fame reader fay, whe
ther he can digeft the idea, that all this body of
religgion, has bheen invented by a weak num, and
that they have been weak men only, who have
preached 1t to the world with fo much fuccefs
{peaking of thingrs divine, and of morals, better
than the beft philofopliers have done. We cer-
talnly revolt.at (uch an aflfcruion ; and what would
unbelievers fay, it we were to treat as foolifh, the
authors whom they mofl refpect, becaufe we
found 1 thew, opinions which we do not ap-

JHOVC,
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prove. I{ a {yftem appears to have fome folis
dity in its principles,—to be connefted in its
parts,—to have a proper end in view,—and to be
clearly flated,—we do not venture, even af there
be many things to find fault with, to fuy it is the
work of a fool.  But if we do not allow ourfclves
to decide fo injurioufly, againft writers of very
modcrate talents, what fhall we think of fuch a
charge in this cafc !

i . H ) '

It is by actions that we are beft able to judgs
of the true charater of men. But what fhail
we find in the conduél of Jefus, which denotes
any diforder of mind ? and what mark; 1 do
not fay of folly, but of caprice, can we obferve;
armong fo many particulars as arc related of him?
it would be fingular that, the hiftory of a per<
fon of weak or whimfical conduct fhould fur-
nith no wrace of fuch conduét: but on the con-
trary that he flould appear to aét on cvery oc-
cafion, with dignity and, decorum, It would
be very furprifing that his enemies; far from
treating him with contempt as a weak man,
{hould always attack and contradiét him with
rreat ferioufnefs, Ior though when they heard him
fay, that he had power to quit hife, and power to
refume it, fome Jews ventured to fay, * Heig
‘“ poflefled, he has loft his fenfes; why do ye
“ hearken to him?” others judged better, ob-
(crving that thefe were nor the words and ac-
tions of one devanged.  In fine, it would be
alfo very furpnifing, that one who hdd- given
plain proofs of a gifurdcrcd mind, fhould have
heen followed and admired even during his life-

b B 111
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time, as Jefus Chrift was, by nunbers of peopfe
who certainly were not themfelvey divetted of
reafon,

et us confider his mode of life ;-—it was {im-
ple and uniform,~-nothing aflc@ed ; no fingu-
larity in his drefs; no caprice, no incquality 1n
his condu® ; nothing rigid in his manners ; no-
thing pucrile inhis picty ; but found and fuired
to foctal life. Though he lived himfelf in celibacy,
a flate more futtable to his charaler, and the
fhortnefs of bis life; we fee however that he
cxprefles himfelf upon the fubject of marriape
with the greateft difcretion; equally remote from
the diffolutenefs of certain fanatics, and from the
whimfical rigour of fome devotees, who regard-
ed not the flute of focicty,  Far from any thing
ke mifanthropy, he adted towards men with
humanity, correéling them with mildnefs, and
compafhionmating their diftrefles ; he afteétedno re-
volting -auflenties ; had intercourfe with every
body; "and went where ‘he was atked, even 1o
frafls and marriagres, but always with o deco-
ram that was fuired to hinn he was kind to
hiy relations, ‘friends, and difciples, not afted-
g to divelt lmielf of natural and  reafonable
affections,  As on the one hand we fee nothing
in him of frivolous fear, or faperftitious wealk-
nefs ; onthe other, there is nothing of that fff
and  haughty  wildom, which certain fophifis
have fhewn. His charadter s ajuft mixture of
fenfibility and firmnefsy of humanity and fere-
ity ; which  has - always been regarded ag the
piruper proof of a wife and well regulated m.i;;;ﬁ.

R ’ uL
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Bur et us hear him fpeak; for words as well
as actions difcover any thing that 18 nmproper
n the ftate of a man's mindi—What can be
more fertous and  difereet than every  thing
he fays? one fees nothiny of that myflical jar-
son, and obfeure perdiage, which  belong to
fanativs s nor of the contradiclions, which oc-
cur at every twn n thofe who are carried on
by the wirmth of their imagination.  "I'he more
we fludy his difcourfes, the more of wildom we
difcover in than; he never fpeaks but feafon-
ably, and for an ufcful purpole; and fuitably
to times, to places, to perfons, and circumm-
ftances; though he fays things that are great in
themfelves, he fays them ina manner that s
fimple and popular; there 18 nothing  ora-
torical, nor of thofe rabbinical fubtiltics, fo much
m vogue at that time, e ufes the method
which the ancients have regarded as the moft
natutal, that of converfation; in which by tak-
inge occafion from every thing that prefents it
felf, and fpeaking to men according to the mca-
fure of their underftandings, he imperceptibly
leads them to the difcovery of certain truths
which he inculcates upon them by familiar com-
sarifons, by fhort but animated refle@ions, and
E)y fententious maxims, which like {o many /x-
minous posnts, awaken the underftanding, and
difpofe it to thought.—It was thus that he in-
flruted the people, enlightening their minds,
in this way, better than by ftudied and me-
thodical harangues. His language is natural ;
familiar without being low ; noble. without be.,
ing inflated ; of a ferious fimplicity ; and fuchy
| I o2 - precifely

-
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precifely as the nature of the fubjeét requires®,—w
One may fay that his flile has great encrpy, and
a certain ingenuoufnefs which we perceive the
more, as we underftand more clcar!y the objet
of the fpeaker, the circumflances of the times,
and the oriental manner : for we fhould be well
aware here, as i all ancient writings, of the
difference of langnape and cufloms, without a cors
rect hiftorical knowledge of which we fhall lofe
cvery thing, and even find obfcurity in modes
of {peaking formerly common ; and in allufions
to which we have not the key.  But if we ens
tleavour to obtain fome information, 1f only,
from the paraphrale of Dr. Clark, or fhort notes
like thofe of Beaufobre and.L’enfant, (not for-
getting the fine preface to their verfion) this
{lighe ftudy, which docs not exceed that which
we beftow on any claflic author, will {uflice
(with an honeft and good heart and intention)
to {hew us, that the lanpuage of Jefus Chrift
15 indeed the true Janguage ot wifdom,

He had often captious queftions propofed te
him. "The pharifees, for example, thought to have
enfnared him by afking him, whether it was lawful
to pay tribute ta Caefar.  If he had. faid no, that
would have been enough to have aceufed him be-
fore the Roman governor ;—and it he had faid yes,
they would have made that a charge apainft him
' | té



[ 37 ]

th the people, who flattered themfelves with be.
ing delivered from this burden by the Mefliah,
and regarded as a bad patriot, whoever declared
in favour of their fubjection. What 1s-the con-
duét of Jefus?-—ITe afks them to fhew him a
picce of the money current in the country, and
with which they pay the tribute; it wasa Roman
Denier 3 he afks them whofe image it was flamp-
ed with—they anfwer Cafar's; then on the
oround of their acknowledging themfelves, that
they were fubject to the Romans, and to fhew
them that fubjection to a forcign power, 13 not
incompatible with the duties of vehigion ; he fays
ro them, render to Cefar what beloungs fo Cefar
and to God what belongs 1o God, 1 cite this
mftance among many others, that we may judgo
whether thefe are the anfwers of & weak man.

. 1ftherc be any philofopher of antiquity, whom
we may venture to compare with him as a
teacher, it would be Socrates. Some perfons
indeed have pointed out many circumflances of
likenefs in the life and characler of the onc and
the other,  Both, {o to fpeak, bave made philo-
fophy defcend from Heaven to Yarth,as was faid
m praife of Socrates, for having left aftronomical
fpeculations, for the fake of applying the ftudy
of wifdom to what concerned morals and the
conduél of Jocial life~Both of them found
men's minds fpoilt with ufelels fubtiltics; in
fudea the falfe devotion of the pharifees pre-
yailed ; at Athens the vain fcience of the fo-
phifts.—The falfchood of each wasto be laid open,
in order to bring men back to the true and the fim-
fle ; and tor this purpofe cach employed a methpd

much
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much alike—neither one nor the other affeéted
an air of fingulanity—their life was uniform, fo-
ciable and connmunicative.  They difdained the
Jargon of fchools, and the pomp of orators ; con-
tenting themfelves with giving inftruction 1n the
way of converfation, as occafions occur'd ; fome-
times taking occafion, when it could be done
maturally,  Both employed the mode of interro-
gations, comparifons, and parables ; mixing n
their difcourfes fhort and appofite maxims.  Nel-
ther one nor the other have left any thing in
writing, contenting themfelves with forming dil-
ciples, who have colleéled and publifhed thor
doétrines, Laftly, both onc and the other, diaw-
ings on themifelves very innocently, the hatred of
the enemies of truth, have been publicly accuf-
ed and condemned to death, and undergont their
fentence with the grecateft refignation—thefe are
the circumftances of sefemblance, which have
e obferved between thele two purﬁms; (O
which we may oppole allo differences as great,
and all in favour of the chief of the Chriftians ;
who had views much more elevited, and man-
ners nch purer; who taught a doctrine more
excellent, and was invefted with an authority in-
finitely more refpedlable. But confining our-
felves to the parallel, who does not fee the refuls
of jt, with refpect to the prefent queftion 2-—The
praifes of Socrates place him at the head of all
the fagres of antiquity + How then can we refufe
o grive the lune praifes at leadt to him, who ex-
cells fo greatly 2 And while we exale the onc fo
much, how dare we degrade the other, and treat
him as a vifionary and enthufiaft? where clfc, i
there an inflance of fucl: unjufl partiality 2
CHAR,
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Continuation of the fame Subjeél ; in which s
Shewn that the Chavpe of Stupidity or Fanati-
cifm does not lie againft the Apgfles, any more
thau thesr Mafler,

E'I‘ i3 allowed that the apofiles were not of
thenfelves, men of genius or great knowledge;
and we fhall fee prefently, that thar mediocrity
of talent, agreed perfe@tly with the nature of
theiy miniftry : But on the other hand we fhould
decetve ourfelves much, if we took them for
weak and flupid men—There is a great inter-
val between” imbecility of mind and great ta-
lents 5 between grofs ignorance and great know-
ledge.  Itas this middle fpace that comprehends
the bulk of mankind ; who without being able
to tcach, or of refined underftandings, have
however found judgment ; and are not deficient
in the knowledge neceflary to their condition,
and for alting and fpeaking properly, in the
common bufinefs of life, 'Lhis middle fituation
is precifely that of the apoftles, confidering them
at leaft in ther natural ftate, and independent
ot every thing they learnt of their mafter.  They
were men confined to a mechanical ftation, and
of 4 common cducation; capable however of

- ~ difcerning

'I
P



L oo ]

difcerningy things within their fphere;  mode-
bacly converlant i the feriptures ;. and reafon-
iy pertinently on what they knew. “Though they
hive been accubad ol ruflicity, yet never have
toey Leen fulpected of fillehbod ;5 having indeed
hever paven the fimallefl ignof e, There man-
her ol lde, unitorme and perfectly Iimplv, chd
not ead them to indulge thelr agination with
chirneris ;. nor to wafle their underffandings in
vian fabulties. Tt s true, they were nof fupe-
ot to all prejudices ; but thefe were ot preju-
cices m favour of fingular and vilionary opini-
wi s bt of the common oplinjons of thelr times
atd country j--aftachiment to objedls of fenfe ;—
exprctation of aterporal Mefliah;— defire of thé
firfl plices in biy kinpdom ;—ideds, that the law
of Moles and the teple, were to continue
abways —=difhiculty i conceiving things that mili-
tar -« with their fentiments; and in- forming idead
more elevated and fpiricual.—"This wis what pro-
perty conftituted cheir groflucfs of wnderfianding :—
e rhig owits o difpofition, which inflead of
o et themy evedudons with refpect to the
valpel, wolld rather make them revolt ar 1t—
b e, perfons of ndrrow vicws, are inclined
1o aedulity with fefpect to every thing which
vei tes Lo the prejudices, inwhich they have been
Lrought up;—cxperience fhews s that the com-
mon people adhere to fuch prejudices without
exanination, and admit ightly cvery thing thae
has any connexton with them.  But when ety
Jadls, and e opimions are in queftion ; faf
from mnpheit {ubmiffion, it is the common peo-
ple who muke the greateft refiftance; and [t‘hd:

FCALON




[ 41 ]

veafon is very natural: Arached to their cuftoms,
and confined within a certain circle of ideas,
they cannot go beyond them ; nor readily fee or
[iflen to any thing that is oppofite to thelr or-
dinary conceptions.—Now fuch was the cafe
with the apoflles, and hence it happened, that
far from fhewing themfclves eredufous with re~
fpect to what they were taught by Jefus Chiift,
they often oblized him to complain of them, s
florw of mind and bard of belicf; and indeed, with
whar difliculty did they conceive the meaning
of his dofirine, when it was raifed a ittle above
the level of thelr underftanding.—What {low-
nefs v yiclding to the proofs which he gave
them ~~What precautions were taken by St.
Thomas, before he would believe 1n the refur-
recuion of his mafter 2—Diftruft could not be
carried further,

It 15 true indeed, that men of moderdte parts,
cahly give credit o the difcourfe and relations
of a perfon, in whom they have a confidence.
But it 1s not {o, about things which are the ob-
geéls of their fenfes, and of which they are them-
felves witneffes,  Tor their eyes enubling then
to fee ag well as others, and being chicfly ac-
cuftom'd to occupy themiclves with fenfible
objelts, we fee that they have in thele ntters a
very correct difcernment, and that they are per-
haps fefs fubject to deccive themfelves in fuch
cales, than peifons of a more fpeculative turn
of mind.  Since then the perfuafion of the
apoftles was not produced by bearfays, but by
things which they fuw with their cyes, and

(; touched
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tonchod with their hands, 1 do not fee that the
mediocrity of their underftandings ought to

make them more fufpeéted of credulity, than
others, on fubjecls of thiy nature*.

But they might, it 1s fard, iave been credu-
lous in confequence of a difordered imagination,
which converts vifions into realitics s fuch is the
cale of fanatics.

I would obferve firft, that this accufation is
in direét oppofition to the preceding one,  For
fanaticifm is fcldom found but among men of an
excefftve vivarrly of mind, the reverfe of that
heavinels and fupidity, which are perpetually
charged on the apoftles—fometimes they are
treated as weak men, and fometimes as wild—-
but we thould fettle finally on the charadler we
would aflign to them.

I

* “Ihe dillinfion is material 3 and places in a different
wedicament, thofe circumilances which do rell on hearfay ;
ut which from their nature requiring fronger evidence,
may be recerved Wilhiﬁi{ﬁdr!ﬁ of judgment ; a‘nd: fo [cave
the great urticles, which do not selt on hearlay, lefs in-
luenced by difficulties, which embarrals the ingenuous, and
atd the willing feeptic—the evangelifts were einployed in
thete miflion mare than ewenty yean, and were then inw
duced by dillcrent motives to put their information in
reriting ; aud they feem to have done it fometimes, with
the addinon of thofe circumftances of the magnifying kind,
which nawrally pather about faéts, orally related tor any
lengtly of tine,

1t is of the nature of oral relation, fays Goguet, to cor
enpt Ladds and annex extraordinary circumiliances,e=~it 15 the
oflice of cuticifing to examine. snd feparate,
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I defire the reader then to recolle@t what
has been before obferved, concerning the dif-
ferent degrrees of fanatici{ny; for there may be
a certain warinth of imagination inclining one
too haftily to entertain fome fantaftic opinions,
and yet very diftant from delirnmm, and believ-
ingIn extravagant vifions.  Such however s
the excefs we muft attribute to the apofties, it
what they have believed had no reality,  For
to miagive, (as I have obferved) for years, that
we have been witnefling daly, a hundred un-
common and extraordinary things, which have
pafled before our eyes, and which were perfect-
ly within our knowledge ; things palpable, and
which we bad eifure fo examine ; things {o
flriking, and fo cafy to difcern as the refur-
rection of a perfon well known; and the af-
cenflon of this fame perfon into Heaven ; in
the open atr,—in the open day—on a rifing
ground—and we clofe by ; to imagine not only
that we have feen this perfon work divers
miracles, but that we have onrfelves perform-
cd many; to imagine I fay, all this has really
happened, when it has not happened, and that
many perfons at the fame time, thould have
the fame chumeras ; would indeed be a folly
fo cxtraordinary, as to go beyond all exam-
ple—and 1f it were poflible that many heads
fhould be fo deranged, the reft of their con-
duct would foon difcover it, and all their aéti-

ons and difcourfe muft neceffarily expofe theix
ifanity.

But fo far from there being any thing like
G2 thig
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this in the ¢onduct and difcourfes of the a«
pofiles, that we fhould bave a difficulty in
difcovering the fmallefl trace of fanaticifin,

Iivery thing that we know of them, indicates
a flate of mind, that is fimple and natural,
Nothing whimfical in their mode of living ;
no alfeélation in their external appearance ; no-
thing rough or irregulay in their proceedings,—
They follow their mafler, and liften o him
while he is with than: Afterwards they go
and excecute the orders he bas miven them, to
announce his doctrine tothe nations. Al this
1 done with order and decency ; whether they
act feparately or in concert, every thing denotes
a condudt, that is grave and regular. They
have to fpeak fometimes to the Jews, and fome-
times to the Pagans, and how do they do this?
By fpeaking (uitably, and accommodating them-
felves perfectly to the flawe and different tempey
of mind of the one and the other. To the
Jews they alledge the prophecies, and reft on
the authority of the feriptures—with the Pa-
gans they ufe a different method s they re-
fort to natural light, and affert falls of the triith
of which every onc is ableto judge.  They
don't fay that we muft renounce our reafon;
and their difcourfes will never be  charged
with the pious nonfenfe of fanatics.  They de-
firc on the contrary, that reafon {hould be re-
fpeled s they appeal to good fenfe ; and rea-

fon themfelves, as juftly and correly as the
pature of popular difcourfe allows.

A
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A fanatical devotion fhews ifell i panic
fears; 1w fplenetic humour; i vehement pafs
. . . { :
flons, and in fudden ftarts of conduct, Now
thing of this fort s to be feen m the apofties j—
every thing s calm and exhibits a prety thag
15 gentle, and a difereer evennefs of mind.,

We cnted fome of the anfwers of Jefus Chrift,
let us obferve a fiwde the conduét of his -
poftles,—A fame man who bhad been Tong nied
to beg at the pate of the temple at Jernfalem,
afked an alms of Peter and John.  eter fad
to himye ook on s, and he obferving them
with auention, and expecting to receive {omee
thing trom them, Pewer fud o ki, 7 bave
“ucuber filoer ey gold ; but fuch as T bavr,
“ [ give unto thee: In the name of Fefus Chrift
oof Nazareth rife up o oand  walk,'—What
digmity 1s there o thefe words, and at the
fame time what finphaity /—But obferve their
modefly as well as their zeal 5 when the peo-
ple, ftruck with this cure, admired the aua
thors of it.  *“ Yo men of Ifrael, fays the as
“ poltle to them, why marvel ye at this? Or
Wby look ye fo earncflly on us, as thongh by
SCour own potwer oy bolinefs we bad made this
“guan Lo walk ¢ The God of Abrabam and of
“ [faac and of facob, the God of ouyr fathers
“ hath glovified bes Son [efus 3 whom ye delivers
“edup, and dented bim in the prefence of Pilute,
Hogoben he was detevined o et b go. But ye
“demed the Haly One, and the fufl, and defired
“a mrderer lo be gramted nnto you ; and Rilla
Woed the Prince of life, whom God bath rajfed

“ from
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“from the dead ; whereof we ave awitneffes 1
“And it is by fuith in bis name that this man
“hath been made flrong, in the prefence of Yo
“all"--1s 1t poflible to fpeak with more PIO-
pricty, and make better ule of the occafton,
to announce the gofpel 2—What firminefs alfo
was there an daring in the face of the people,
fopronounce fo heavy a charge as their have
gz denied jullice, and put o death the Prince
of lfe. They did not fhew lefs conrage and
coolnefs before the fuprane council of the
Jews s e rulers of the peopley and eldeys of
“Afracl, if we this duy be examined of the pood
deed done 1o the smpolent man, by what means
be 55 made whole @ Be 1t buotwon unto you all,
“Cand o all the people of Nrael, that by the
“name of fefus Chvifl of Nazareth, whom Y
“eructed, and whom God yaifed from the dead,
cven by b doth this man fland beve before
You wwhole.”~—~What do we find in this an-
{wer, that partakes of that Snupidity, which is
confounded and overpowered 5 or of that fama-
teifm which rambles and is bewildered ? 1 fee
nothing but a noble confidence, and a wifdom
cqually fimple and majettic, worthy of the truth
which  they proclime—Their judges having
nothing to teply, employ prohibitions, and
menaces 5 and fuch menaces joined to autho-
ity and  hatred are more than bare words :
But fee, what thefe men oppofe to them ;
“ Judge ye yourfelves, fay they, whether it be
¢ nght in the fight of God to hearken unto
© you more than unto God: For we cannot
' but fpeak the things which we have feen and

“ hward,”
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“ heard.,”  Is it poflible in fewer words (o
confound injuftice, without hurting lawful au-
thority ; to thew intrepid courage, without fail-
g in refpect s to juitify one’s own condut
without complaining of others; to raife onc-
{eIf above all fears and all temporal evils, with-
OUL nppnﬁng‘ any thing to them but the fear
of God and the ebedience which is due to bin & —
'The council difmafs themy, after frefh cflorts
to intimidate them ; and when they gave an
account to their brethren of thefe threaten-
s, the affembly -inftead of being: terrified,
betakes itlelf to prayer, and requefls of God
that he would ncreafe the power and courage
of his {ervants, and that he would extend hig
army to multiply cures and miracles - the
natae of his Son Jefus; all refiftance of man
bemng vain againft hun, and the confpiring of
princes and hoflile people ferving only to ren-
der hiy namie rore celebrated, as he had fore-
told by his prophets.  Is there any thing in the
hittory even of religion, which bears wore clear-
by the character of the fpint of God, and which
evinees more faith, more picty, more readinefs
to fufler every thing for the truth 2—And [
may add, more gravity, a perfuafion more ¢n-
hgrhtened, and a condudt i every refpect, more
ftrictly rght and judicious.

Difordered minds cannot accord long cither
with others, or with themfelves, But theapoftles
varied neither in their plan, nor in their con-
duct: They adhered to what their mafter had
taught them ; none of them departed from the

rule



| 48

tule prefenbed them s none belied himfelf; and
for many years we fee them walking to the end
in the fune path; bolding the fune languagre ;
writingg the fame things ; acling on thie fame
principle,-—No vanation, no contradiction ;—
where do we fee w(mrmrm keepmyr within fuch
bounds, and obferving the fune untformity ?

We know what is the languagre of fanatics ;
fallics which bave formetimes fomie beauty and
brilliancy, but i peneral mixed up with a heap
of exeravagant and obfcure things,  No pre-
cifion, no order, no correéineds of thought.—
All confufed,—with abundance of words, often
unintelligthle,~—fometmes a falfe fublime, void
of fenle ; fometimes a low and puerile manner ;
but always Ivpevbolical 1 thetr expretlions, 15
in thicir thoughts,  But 1y this the lanpuage of
the apoltles 2 Flappily we have therr own writ-
inps, by which we are enabled to judge s and
this 15 nnt the leafl of the benefits we derive
from having the orrginal books. Amongr thefe
writingss, there are fome which are purcly bif.
2orfeal o where we find & narrauon that iy clear
and fimple, without any of thafe rregular move-
wients, thofe extravagant culogiums, or thole di-
preflions which always efcape from enthufiafls.
They telate the death of therr mafler; his re-
furrcction ; his afcenfion j-—every thing that was
great and interefling i him, without any en-
deavour to obviate difhiculties, or captivate men's
friinds ;. as tf conlident, that the Tietle they faid
would (uthce to cftablith the trath in all e
ceeding ages.  And with what futic fhall we

[in]
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find & moderation like that of the evangelits,
from whom there docs not cfcape a fingle ex-
clamation, not the leafl invective, neither againft
the traitor Judas, nor againft the Jews, nor a-
cainft the rulers of that nation? When St. Peter
propofed to cleét another apoflle in the place of
Judas, it feems at that time allowable for im
to have ufed harfh language, yet St. Peter only
fays, that having bought a ficld with the moncy
which he got for his crime, he fell headlong,
and was gone to his place.  We fee alfo that St.
{.uke who fpeaks of the violent perfecution of
the Chriflians by Herod Agrippa, mentions only
his death, though the manner of it was fingular
cnough to be regarded even by the Jews, ac-
cording to Jofephus, as a chaflifement from
IHeaven,  What was more natural to an en-
thufiaft than to exclaim at fuch a chaftifement
as the confequence of the perfecution? And yet
St. Luke fays not a word ; and in general, nei-
ther e nor the other evangehils iix any thing
in thelr narration which favours of declimation
or paffion ; becaufe in faét the objed of thefe
hiftorians was folely, to perform the office of wit-
nefles o poflerity 5 and becaufe a witnefs oughe
to content himfelf with relating facts clearly and
fimply ; a fort of diferetion and referve, of
which fanatical minds are incapable.

‘The other picces which compofe the new
Teftament, are letters ; where we find as much
richnefs and animation, as there is of Himplicity
in the hiftorical party But this animation {o
well employed, when the objet is 1o confole and

11 exbort
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exhors, has nothing in v of enthutiafm.  fu s
the enery y, ;..,/u/,r J j/; g pevfuafion naturally
IVes Lo difcourfe. e (e fune [ort of cnergry,
which we look for m eyery good Chnftian ;
v ho in fpeakingon the fubjedts of his faith and
his fdvation, camnnt fpeak coldly. * Anamagina-
“ tion, fays Croufaz, which s difturbed and heats

‘e, may indeed produce animaton, but
“certainly never corvectneds.” But here the 1e-
lections are Juft, and perfectly fuited to times,
to place, to perfons, and arcumflances. The
charadler of fetteri s peefectly well preferved,
They contain anfwers to queftions propofed ;—-
addrefles fuited to thofe to whan they are writ-
tenn; mixed with afle¢tionate fentiments, and con-.
tinnal vepetitions of the great principles of chiil=
Ganity, which are o divedd and fupport us i
all the occuvrences of lifeo Lvery age, cvery
(lation, finds there, deflons and  confolations,
which are Tuited to tham, What can be more
interefling than the manner, mwhich St. Poter
and St. Panl deferibe the greatnes of the mercies
of God, and of hus promittes 5 the clhicacy of the
pofpel s and the oblipgation we are under to pu-
ify ourfelves for fo noble a fervice 2 What can
e wifer, than the detad of mrals, into which
thefe two apoflles entar, as well a3 Ste James
and St. John? What more judicious, than the
directions which St. Paul gves to his two dif -
¢iples, "Titus and Tunothy, upon the duties of
a grood paflor; upon the nature ol true devo-
tion ; upon torbearance and chanty ; and upon
the grovernment of the churdh,

DVI*J-\
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Moft fnatics have a viokent and dangerous
foirit, which leads them to fow dodlrines of in-
dependence and fedition. But we know with
what care, the apofiles inculcate fulmifion 1o
anthertty + and how hitde thar condudt or doc-
trine led o the leaft diftutbance,

I acknowledge, that in the epiftles, as in olf
el writings, e find - pallages which want ex-
planations, and require at feaft, that we fhould
lnow on what occafion, and on what fubjed,
thefe detters have been wnitten, Lvery language
and cvery agre having its own tafte and ftyle ; and
cvery author making allufions to the events, the
opinions, and the cufloms of his time and his
country ; 1n order to underfland ancient writers,
we require to have biflorical vemarks, wiich
may nform us of thele cuftoms. and cvents ;
together with fuch eritical notes, as may fup-
ply what 15 omitted, and enable us better to un-
derfland the objedt and comtexion of the dif-
courfe.  With fuch afiftance, we do not find
more difticulty in the lerters of the apofiles,
than i every other wrting of fhe Jame fort.
The flyle is even more clear, than that of many
works tn high cftimation; and the more we
Tudy them, we certamly find more ol ther fo-
Lhdity and connexion. Very diflerent from thofc
anatical writingss which have nothing but the
alfe prlare of pompous diforder; very different
cven from a number of works, too much in-
fected with a falle philofophy or a puenle rhe-
toric,—It 15 a fact which many perfons have
undoubtedly experienced, that after having read

H - Ly
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many books upon the fubject of religion, both
ancient and modern, and heard difcourfes of
every kind 5 they return at length with fingular
Eh‘:lﬁll't: to the apoflolic writings, as the beft
eyond comparifon both in fenfe and tafte®.

If

F_m_ﬁ-m.— — - oy —y— -

¥ Should not this be undellood, wih an excepuon to fuch
of the opinions and reafoniuge of the writers of the new
"Tellamen, as are obfaure,—to their quotations fiom the
old Teltament, when they do not tlluflrate,—10 their lans
puage when it 1s indeterminate i—what fornflance s
the precile unport of dic terms, beginning and word, 1w the
introdutlion of S, John's golpels And wnlefs their lenf
e definite and cleay, votlang can be hlt upon them g
and the fnous verfes of the fislt epifile of St John, after
all, are they l.]llilt*: intelhyrible P—1In the opimon of Dr,
Campbell, @5t John's golpel bears marks more hymal than
any of them,y that 1 19 the woirk of an sihterate Jew, and
that there 1s none  whole manner wore helpeaks an an-
thory deflitute of the advantages which refule from letters
andl  education,”’

There feem alfo to be fome popular additions, the natu-
ral cftett of the fatls beang evalfy related, and by many, lor
a conliderable time, belore they were put o winnp—ol
which, the aceount of the temfitation, by Marthew and Linke,
may lmlhhl}f be one s all bue the faét of Chrll withdrawe
g it a folitary place immediately after fus baptifin and
before he entered on s preat crrand, as it 15 related by
Mark, who s fard to have had e wnformaton from St,
Peter,

‘The lavpuage abont calling ont dewvils, {eems al{o 10
reprefent the pepular notions of the tmes, wih refpeit
to fome violent daflemper,

There have been interpolationt too, of which the £z
and g3 verles of the xxvin chap, of St Matthew's gofpel

may polhbly be oue; the extaordinary circumilance beng
Incutione
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If it be objected that the Apocalypfe is a
book full of fingulanties not intelligible ; be-
fides that this objeCtion regards only one por-

LioM

nrpil,

L

mentioned there, in the moll curfory manner—~with an
air of ampliﬁcatinn—-;md by St. Matthew alone; who
wrote his gofpel, Dr, Gampheil fays, in Hebrew forthe ufe
of the jewilh Chriftians, and that 0 was 1R corrupted
and interpolated among them, and afierwards difuppeared,

et Y RIS o

¢ 51, Paul received heavenly pifts in an earthen veffel,—
his education at the feet of Gamalicel, and the peneral tafle of
his countrymen, obliged him (o deai in (ur fotched extravae
rant figures, which as thae talle fublided, lolt all refem-
lance with the things figuified, but were underflood -
terally, thereby leading men quite wide of bis incaning,
ivolving them in ufelels fubulties, nextricable diffen)e
tics, am(;cntilcﬁ difputes,’” Ab. Tucker,

“ By far the greater part of the controverfics, by which
chriftian churches have {uflered themfelves 10 be” divided
arc of an tnterminable nature 5 the appeal in many of thein
being made to writers, whofe commsifion 15 Limited, and
+ flid not peehaps extend o fars and who being in pofleffion

by divine vouchfafement and revelation, of fome llm fenes
ral and interefting ideas concerning the life, charaéter, and
refureetiion of Chrifl ; the necellity of repentance ; certaine
ty of pardon; and of a future flate and judgment 3 were
lcfty except tn fome parvenlac and extraordinary cafes,
to fpeak of them and reprefent chem very much in thejr
own way, and agreeable to their refpeftive educations,
natiral temperament and wros of mind 3 which feem in f28
to have been very different,~—And why then, if this may
have been the cafe, purfue with fo much zeal and carpefl-
nefs, fome of the more minute and nicer gueftions in theo-
lu‘;;y, and feek the anfwer 10 lllt'.m, where in all pl‘O\mbi-
hity it 18 not to be found 5 and from writers who might not
perhiaps to cafes of fuch a fort he quite cympetent,’?

Amner,

%1 lament, fays an eminent prelate, that the feriptures
ai0



rion of the books, and does not apply to the
athers, 1t s enough to obferve, that one part
of this bool containg mflructions which are
clear s and cxcellent exhortations ;. and that 1
oider 1o judee of the other part which con-
L of prophetic: vifions, we thould have the
ey —-Suppofing that the predictions reparded
the approaching ruin of Jerufalem, and the
cvents which belonged to 1, as Grotus and
other learned men have conjectared ;1 as caly
to fee why the writer {hould not be oo explicit,
and that there was grear occafion for cme
ployine allegory, Bur b dhs allegory regards
the tuture tortunes of the church, as other
theolopans huve believed, we calily  concerve
chat God might have reafon in hs wildom,
for determiming that the prophecies thould con.
tnue  oblcure, unul ther  accomphfhment.
Plowever this oay be, i appeus at Tealt tha
this allegrorical part has fomething that is repru-
L and connected, which doces not belong 1o a
mind thar s difordered : And it we thould fer

Lhi;
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wre fo mneh difregarded, and of courts mifundedftood ; thay
many of oug clery unmindbul of the folenin engagement
at thewr ordmationy do not devote therr tme to e fludy
of themy and while hman dearsiys s making 4 rapid
progeeds inaec vanous branchies, the aelynon of Jefus o
shaoll every where voeraenelmed by lioman formularies and
(v ilems-—~Chofhamty cannever have its free courle amon.e
men of inproved undedlandings, or even amony rationa!

creaturves an peneral s while profsmfreprefentations of i,
gy ablbituted s dhe place of the finple ongrmat.””

drekbp, Newcome's Obfervations, &,



[ 55
this picce afide as beng too obfcure, equity re+
quires ar leaft that we fu/pend our judgment
upon it; benefiting always by what 13 clear,
without meddiing with that which  remains
doubtful,

O the whole it appears, as T have before
obferved, that the great mafs of doctrine which
we gather from the new Teflument, 15 both
waorthy of God, and perfelly fuited to the nature
of man ; and that there is no fyltem, which
unites fo much fubbmity, and fo many grand
truths for the conduél and confolation of human
/ife.,  Which cannot but make us think that 1
15 the work of divine wildom®. I unbelicvers
will fee nothing e, but what 1s human, they
mull allow however that its morality 1s excel-
lent,—founded on the beft principles,—con-
fincd within juft hmits,—fortified by powerful
motiyes,~—and fuited to all ranks of men.—Bue
this civewmflance alone 15 {uflicient to filence
thole, who would venture to fay that it 1s the
work of socal perjuns.

(1t
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* Tt wonld be prefumptiuons o fay that the fupreme Be-
e conld not have efteeted his purpofe m any other way
than that whieh be has cholen s but as ths revelation of the
divine will 14 attended with fome doabis and difliculiies s
and 45 our reafon pouts out to us the flrongel ﬂﬁjfﬁfuur
to & revelation, whieh would force tmmediate, vmplicit,
untuerful belief : we have furcly jull caufe to think that
thele doubts and diflicultes are no argument againfl the di-
vire ottt of the Seovptwres : And dhat the [pecies of «evi-
dence which they poflefs is befl luited to the tnprovement
of the hurtan faculties and the moral meliorafion of man-

kaind, J"fj'}f.y oY f’ﬂjm/n!nm,
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(Itis fuid the poct Sophocles, charged with
et fuperannuated, thought the beft way to
tepel the charpe was to compofe a tragedy,
o oread i to his qudgres s indeed it was the
befl plea he could make; we admire n 1t to
tisn, day the force of his prenus; and the ac-
cufation was utterly confounded. )

Will 10 e faid that there needs no other
toark of therr fanaucifm, than thar having Je-
Lieved and yelated, the extraordinary and almoft
credible  things, they have donej—it was
thus Feflug judged, before whom St. Paul ap-
pawed,  For when the apoflle related events
perfectly flrange o a Pagan, the Roman grover-
nor did, as all fuperficial men do, who hear
thines fpoken of, which are contrary to thar
prejudices, and who are not difpoled to be at
the trouble of cxaminmg them y—therr firft
thouphts reject every thing that 1s not imnie-
diately aprecable to themy; and b their lietle
minds are of & rank accuftomed to rake
a ducifive tone, therr mode of pronouncing
their optmion vl partake of 1t—Pand) lays
Felbus, you talle <oddly, much  leariing bas
made  yon mad ;—-but what 15 the apoflles
anfwer? He repels the charge i a manner equal -
ly finn and refpeétiul, hke a man who is cons
fcious that he knows well what he fays;-~call-
et wienels King Agrippa, who was prefent,
and who as a Jew, was better mformed ot
what had pafled In Judea: 1 am wot mad,
“mofl woble Iflus, taud he, but fpeak the
“ words of lruth and foberncfs.  For the Ling

“ Lnguetls
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< Junweeth of thefe things, before whom alfo I
““ fpeak freely: For [ am perfuaded that nont
“of thefe things are hidden from bin ; for this
“ thing qwas not done i a corner.”” And indeed,
to treal as extravagant, cvery allegation of a
mivaclons fufl, is deciding very rafhly 5 as fuch
facls are ncither contradictory, nor impofhble
to God ; and as they enter naturally and neceflarily
into the plan of a divine revelation. 1 allow
that it would be folly to believe them without
proof; and if we were fure too, that they were
fables, we fhould have reafon to diflruft the
Judgment of thofe who faid they had feen them.
But ull that thould be decided, we are not at
itherty to fay, without further enquiry, that all
thofe who Dbelieve they have feen fuch things
are, for that belief alone, dotdrds and mad-
men.—We requite to have other proofs that
they are fo, and that other circumftatices acconi-
panying their teflimony, fhould indicate {fome
diforder of mind.—* Suppofing, fays Croufaz,
o man beecomies vifionary, it is not poflible
““ but that cvery thing he tcaches muft have
'* fome mark of his troubled and deranged
“ mind.—Ife will be confufed, extravagant, fall
““ into fupcrfuitics, and into ufelefs crrors 3 his
“ weas will contradiét cach other, and we
*“ fhall find him differing from himfelf in many
““ refpedls.  Nothing of this fort is to be feen
' in the apoflles ; cvery thing in them marks a
fober underftanding, and a mind in its natu-
ral ftate.  There is in reality nothing extra-
ordinary in their writings, but the faéls thems

] " fclves,
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felves, of which they fay they Have been wir-
“ pefles. Lor the reft, nothing is more natu-
“ ral than the manner in which they fpeak of
thens, and the conduct which they obferve
in confequence ; and they bear their teltimony
to thele miraculous fialts, as they would do
to every other fact; they report them, be-
caufe 1t has pleafod God that they thould
fee themy but as they have feen them with
the famwe natural faculties, by which they
faw every thing clfe, they report them in the
“fume fiisple mamner ; and nothing they  fay
“ with refpect to them, partakes at all cither
“ of confufton or diforder.”

{
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So far from ar, that the very sature of the
nuracles they Ipeak of, 15 a proot of a {ound
and well repulared  judganent; they are {uch
as a diordered mind would not have  con-
ceived ; perfedtly adapted to the fubjeét and
confined to 1t-—For what is it theapofties re-
late of ther nuller? No prodigy to fausfy 2
vain curiofity ; no inflance of caprice; no n-
congruity -—In peneral Jefus Chrift employs his
power in the cure of difenfes, which is an adt
of charity waorthy of the chnthan mowlicy, His
relurrection, correfponds with the promife of
one day rahng us alfo; es his alcenfion is the
mofl proper proof he could give, that we alfo fhatd
he removed to Fleaven~1The miraculous gty
conmmunicated to the apoflles, were neceflary
[or the commnflion they receved, o go and

ftruct



[ 59 ]

inftruct all nations; and ferved to make them
attended to as their mafter was*; 10 fhew i
all places the confequences of his exaltation ;
angl to certify this faél to thofe, who had not
been witnefles of 16, Thus, of all we read in
the cvangelical hiftory that is extraordinary, no-
thing is ufelefs, nothing forcign to the fubject.
They are falls connclied with the nature of the
dotlvine, and which ferve to uphold cvery pare
of 1f, nn the fitteft and beft manner 5 very dif-
ferent from the ftrange fictions of fanatics,
when they attempt to impolc.

In fine, thefe facts, alledged by the apoftles,
arc {o far from bearing the marks of fanaticifin,
that they are beft calculated for romoving all
fufpicion of it.—Ordinary fanatics who fay they

I 2 are
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* The firiking neceliity of general laws for the formation
of intelleéy will nat in any relpett be contraditied by one
or two cxceptions, angl thefe evidently ot lI‘I!CIIdGlf, {or
partial purpoles, but caleulated o operate upon a great
art of mankind and through many ages,  Upon the idea
ll have given of the formation of wind, the nfringement
of the general laws of nature by a divine revelation, will
appeat in the light of the immcci’ium hand of Gaod, mixing
new ingredients 1o the mighty mafs, fuited to the particu-
lar ftate of the procefs, and calcufated to pive rife to a
new and powerful train of wmpreflions, tumling to purify,
exalt and improve the humgn snind,  The miracles thatac-
companied thefe revelations, when they had onee excited the
attention of men, and rendered 1t a matter of moll 1ne
wrelbing difeollion, whethier the dofteine was from God or
man, had performed their party and thele communications
of the divine will, were afierwards left to make their way
by therr own intrinfic excellence, and by operating as moral
motives, gradually to influence and improve, and not overs
power and Jflagnate the facultics of man,

Effay on Population,
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are infpired, reft their pretenfions on internal
emotions, vifions, and other pretended figns of
infpiration, which have no external proot 3 and
in confining themfelves 1o this fort of feeret
figns, 1 which the magination may be noft
concerned ; nothing is more cafy than to 1m-
pofe on thenfilves and others.—But this is not
the cafe with external proofs, which confift of
a feries of falts, vifible and palpable ; and which
our own fenfes, and the fenfes of others can ex-
amine diflinctly and repeatedly. "This kind of
proof cannot deceive s tor to err and be mif-
tiaken totally, with refpect 1o thele, a man muft
not only be an enthufiaft, he mufl, as I have
faid; be perfeélly vifionary and a fool. An ex-
cefi fo uncommon and (triking, that the mlir-
mity mufl be notorious by a hundred marks of
weaknefs.

And this doubtlefs s the reafon, that it has
plefed God, that the faith of the apoftles, or
whicl onrs depends, fhould not be founded folely
on fecret and internal infpiration ; but upon ex-
tevnal faéts, exifting, and cafy to difcern—I¢
was requifite that they fhould fee Jefus raifed
arain, and afcending to Feaven; and that they
{hould themfelves perform miraculous cures ;
that they might never be confounded with en-
thufiafls, who have no other proof of thetr in-
{piration, than what they feel, or think they fecl
mwardly.  We fce that there 1s nothing of thig
fort to apprehend, with refpect to the apoftles,
as they had in proof of their miflion, pqlmhl{,
fjgns, which manifefted themfelves by means of
[enfes, the leaft fubject to illufion or equivoca-
pum. CHAP,
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That the Founders of the Chriflian Religion were
Lerfons of eminent Virlue,

A THIRD point, which it imports us to

exumne, 1s the manners of thofe who have
jounded the chrflian  rehigion.—HHave they
been ambitious? Have they led a fenfual and
irregular ife? Or do we difcover in them, that
fpinie of ntngue, and thofe paflions, which have
been the fecrer fprings of fo many enterprifcs?
It 1t were fo, 1 confels we fhould have a righe
to diftruft them, and it would not be natural
to behieve, that God had put his word into the

mouths of fuch.

But to fpeak firft of the mafter;—where ig
there fo fine a charadler 2—1 do not {peak of the
qualitics which we admire in the heroes of the
world, qualities more brilhant than {fubftantial,
and often as falfe m ther principles, as dan-
gerous i their eflelts. The inquiry 1s about the
real virtnes, that thould belong to a teacher of
religion;; thofe virtues which are true and {olid;
goad 1 all times; of umverfal account; and
which are the produce of the mofl cenlighten-
el picty,

The
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The ferpture calls Jefus Chrift, the juf,
which is a great encomium in ope word, at
lealt tn the fenfe i which this title 1s given. It
1s fid allo of him, that he was expoled to temp-
tations as we are, but that he lath not con,
mitted fin—that there was no faule in him
neither was deceit found in his mouth ; thae
frons his birth he has been holy, innocent, un-
defiled, feparate from finners; all this n fact
appears, in the whole courfe of his life.—In-
hocence and purity of manners 3 temperance ;
qultice; mildnefs; goodnets;  difintereftednefs ;
patience carvied 1o the higheft degree ; above
all, an entire devotednefs o God, and an ardent
zeal for the falvation of meny fuch are the
ingredients which compofe his charaéler,

That which is moft to be admired in the
regrilar and correct Dife of Jefus Chrift; is not
fimply his having been chafle, fober, void of all
fenfuadity s which s uncommon to that degree
however amongz men; but it 1s yet more un-
common, to have like him manncrs fo pure,
and yet without any auflerity ; for hig charater
had nothings inoae, that way at all gloomy or
fevere. e not only ufed as others do, the
neceflaries of life, but he partook of its inno-
cent recrcations; we know that he attended
marrtages, where he was invited ; and it happen-
¢d to him more than once, to meet at feafls
with perfons of different forts, which drew up+
on him from the rigid phartfees, the reproach
of mixing with publicans, and men of bad
fifc, But he himfelf cxplains clearly the

reafon
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reafon of fuch condefcenfion, by faying that the
phyfician frequents and docs not avoid the fick.
In addrefling himfclf to men of vicious life, he
obferves that decorum and referve that became
him; yct fecking occafions to do them good,
and give them ufeful inftructions.  ‘The rules
and fcruples of the pharifees, flopt them at
triffes: Our Lord on the contrary, gives us
by his example, the truc rulc of temperance ;
which confifts in ufing with moderation all
things which God allows for the fervice of life;
acknowledping his goodnefs, and cmploying
them in order to be better enabied to fulfil ivs
duttes.

They who refift grofs vices, open their hearts
to the feduion of the fubiiler ones, thofe of
avarice of ambition,  But of thefe alfo we find
not the fmalleft trace, in the life of Jefus Chrift.
Poor without being forced to be {o, he remain-
ed tranqul in poverty ; and fpoke of riches
with that fuperiority and indiflerence, which fuit-
ed his fublime temiper. The fame difintereft-
ednefs which he recommended to his difciples,
he praétifed himfelf more frictly than he re-
quired 1t of them.  With a little ambition he
might have made his way to the great; taken
part with {fome of the fects ; had influence with
the popular factions, or have found other means
of ratfing and enriching himfelf, But far from
having any fuch thoughts, he continued conw
tentedly n a very limited flate.  He cenfures
equally the faddacees and pharifees and feribes,
without fecking to ingratiate himfelf with any.

In
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fn mixing with the common people he is carcful
hat to fow the feeds of {edition, which was then
ftiering in the country: His lirft difcourfe, tends
on the contrary to calinmen’s minds, and to en-:
couragre pacific difpofitions.  He refules to erect
himfelf into a judge, berween thofe who ad.
drefled him to decide between them, Te tells
them to render to Caefar v hat belongs to Caefar
and to God what belongs to God,  He con-
ceals himfelf, and withdraws; when a headlongr
multitude think to make him a king,  He des
clares that he 18 come not to be miniftered to but
to minifler, and that the kingdom of the Mel-
fiah 15 wot a temporal kingdom.  Yle labours to
banifh from the minds of his apoflles every idea
of worldly dominion or refiflance to authority.
And when they came to feize hino (in the gars
den of Gethfemane,) mltead of fullering  the
zeal of St Peter who drew a fword, he reftraing
it, and delivers himfelf voluntarily, into the hands
of thofe who were leading him to punifhment.

Jefus Chrift has been ftyled a teacher of ¢ha-
ritys,  HMeis truly fo, by the nature of his pre-
cepts, fo repeated and fo urgent on this fubjedt ;
but he is not lefs fo by his own example, iy
e abounds in intlances, which denote a heart
troly bomane and compatlionate, and animated
with univerfal benevolence.~="1o heal the fick,—-
to confole the alilicted ~to inftruct the igno-
-rant,~—to comlort the unhappy,~to go about
doing grood,—to communicate the gofpel to the
poor and the low,—f{uch were his occupations.
Licnee he s reprefented under the image of a

oo
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who fecks the fheep that are
siracles are no lefs alts of eroo]-
Ofcen 13 he feen indulging
fleclions with his difciples, as with faithful
friends.  Tle repels nobody ; very diflerent
from the pharifecs, who {hewed a haughty con-
empt for the Gymaritans, and for all thole,
whom they werc pleafed 1o call finners, he
conve fed with thefe finners, and invited them to
repentance, His charity embraced the [amaritan,
cqually with the Jew, the infidel with the believ-
or. Whenever he inflructs or reproves, with
«hat mildnefs does hie do ic? 1t 1s only to the
hypocritical devalee, ‘hat he is unaccommodating 3
the pride of thefemen requiring Lo be humbled,
nd hecaufe they could not perceive the naturd
of their conduct, without flrong cenfuycs,

ro0d {liepherd,
{oft.—Iiven his
nels than of powcr,

But however admirable may be this benes
ficent charity, we muft own that it 1s lefs rarg
and lef3 difficult to practife, than the charity
which dears and forgroes; the human heart
grows confident nd  {elf-complacent in doing
right, but feels - lf hurt and degraded, when
s 1o fuffer injurics.  Flence this degree of
virtue is feldom feen among devotecs and fages 5
but it is feen in the higheft degree, in the per-
fon of Jefus Chrift. A little town  having

(hut its gates againft him, the firfl fentiment of
fome of his difciples was, that their mafter
hould call down fire from Heaven upon thenis

But he reproved this bitter zeal, © Yon know

o gaf, fays he, of what [piril yo are ; the Son of

it Man is not come to defiroy miei but 1o fave
1{ « them'
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“ them.  The fpirit of Chrift is neither
vindiétive nor perfecuting. It the true fpirit
of Jefus Chnft ragned on Iarth, we fhould fea
only gentlenels, and mutual afliftance among
men.— e knew well, the unjuft treatment he
was to recetve at Jerufalem, yet i approach-
ing this city for the laft time, he meltedand wept;;
not for himfclf, bur for the calamities which
the Jews were bringing upon  themfelves,—
When Judas led on the armed men to feizao
him, and dared to approach him with a kils,
what fevere reproaches amight not fo perfidious
aman cxpect ! Yer Jefus contents himfelt with
faying to him with a mildnels capable of pene-
trating any heart but his own,  Is it thus, that
“ you bctriw the Son of Man with o kifs 27—
Howcever thocking was the precipiiation and
iquity ot his judges againlt him, neither
complunts nor inveétives cleape him, - When
the foldiers 1l treated him, he was filent; he
fuflered himfelf o be led as a lamb o the {laugh-
ter, and underwent his punifhment, a punifh-
ment {low and grievous’,without murmar, with-
out fhewing the leaft vefentment again@l his
perfecutors,  So far from i, he lamented only
their errors, he prayed for them, and one of
his laft figchs was for favour to them, * Jarher,
“ fays he, forgroe them they bnow 10/ 'w/:.«:!
¢ thry do.”

A patience fo admirable, was not in him the
cflect of infenfibility ; he faw perfedtly every
thing that was unjuft and barbarous in the con-
duct of his adverfarics ; nather did he yegard
without cmotion, the approaches of death;

henee
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hence arofe his fnft fentiment, {o conformable
to nature “° Lather if it be poffible let this cnp
“ pafs fromme ! But this {entiment 15 foon
corrected by another which bis piety fuggefts—
“ Yet not mine, but thy will be done”  He fecls
cvery thing that it s natural to feel, in fo fad a
fituation.  He does net brave death, but re-
figns himlcelf to it.  He feeks not to exhibit
a haughty courage, in order to catch thofe ap-
plaufes, which gratify vanity for what it fuffers
in {o ignominious a fituation ; but he dies with
humility, fubmitting himfelf to the will of God ;
he dies 1 chanty, regarding the good he was
to obtain for men “ I came from the Fathet
“and am come into the world, now I leave
“ the world and return to the Father” this was
the motive of his conflancy and tranquillity .—
It 15 certain, the more we weigh all the circum-
ftances, in the account of his death, though it
1s written with the greateft fimplieity, the more
we difcover that every circumftance of it, has
the charadter of innocence and humility, joined
1o real magnanimily ; which has made 2 modern
writer obferve, that even to fpeak humanly, and
without any regard to fentiments infpired by
faith ; there 1s nothing {o great; {o interefling ;
fo fublime ; fo aftelting ; as the death of jcﬁls
Chnit,

But 1f we recur to the principle of fo many
virtues ; we  fhall fee they are derived from the
love of Ged, and from piety, the pureft and
moft ardent.  To do the will of God in pre-
ference to every thing—and to adt always {rom

K 2 fuperios
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(uperior views ; diftinguiflh this great teacher,
from the fages of the Farth.——To be devoted to
(rod,—-united to Gad——to have God only in
view,— 10 referall actions to hime—to pleale him
tn every thing s—thts donbtlefs 13 the true cha-
radter of a teacher from Heaven.-—Now fuch is
the proper and diflingziwing charalter ot Jelus
Chrift s and whereas the philofophers fpeak little
of Crad, and of the means of plealing him; Jefus
Chrift brings all back to this great foundation .
Fois always his zeal to ferve God, which animates
him; hence ardfes s indignation at feeing the
temple profaned— "Fo do the will of him that
“ fent him, and to fintfh his work~this 15
his food j—his difcourles tend only to raife men
from carthly to heavenly things o 1le fevs cuery
thing 1 its relation to (ad ; and the connexions
cven of bload, are of little account with hin,
mn comparifon with the attachments, which a-
rife frony prety. Do your knoto, fand he, whows
L cqll my wearcfl velations & ey are thofe wha
dy the il of my Tather, who s 1 Heawvenr.—-
‘Lo advance the kmgdom of God, and the fpi-
nitual pood of men; to thele purpofes he de-
votes hamfclt; and is folely occupied in them.

I aflk now, when we would endeavour to can-
ecerve a character, worthy ol hemg a meflenpor
from God; whether we can form any other
rdca than of fuch o one; and whether 1 human
hic, there cver was any thing {een, mere di-
vine? When we exannne clofely thofe who are
called heroes tn the world, we often find only
falfe vistues,  There are philofophers whom we

pride
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praife and with reafon; and yet we obferve
them gencrally influenced by a vamn glory;
their lives are not exempt from blame; and
after all, one does not fee that their virtoe has
been put to fevere trials. "The hiflory of the
church alfo, furnifhes us with bright examples ;
and yet except that of our mafler, there are
none that deferve to be followed m cvcry thing ;
the moft devout have had their faults, We
obferve even among pious perfons, as among
moft of the philofophers, fome  fingularity
which difcovers caprice and  humour, not
to fay more.  But where do we fee any thing
of this fort m the model, we have been con-
templaung.

One inflance more, fhall finifh the imperfect
fketch we have endcavoured to draw of the
virtues of Jefus Chrift: s that a charaéter of
Simplicity ragns through the whole of it Ilis
picty, as we have obferved, has nothing whim-
fical, nothing muractable. Tr s a piety, that 1s
oentle, and {octable; full of mercy and good
frutts ; as St James exprefles it. Fe does not
feek to diftingruifh himfelf by his mode of life,
or cxternal appearance s Te hives in the world
accommndatie hnmfelf to the innocent cufloms
of the tmies anc places i which he lived @ Ina
flead of fecking Tor what o (triking and ex-
traordinary in mve - of devotion, be hag chofen
rather to thew us ow we ought to act 7u com-
mon (ife ; and to leave us an examplé of the
picty; the rectivude; the pauence; and the
gmtlulcis with which we ought 1o fpeak and

alk
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alt on cvery occafion,  Even the fumnefs he
has thewn, has nothing in it of the arrogance of
the floic; the fudbdious virtues, are not hig vir-.
tes; his life Is exempt from all parade ;. and
as on the one hand, certain devotees think it
has not enough of thofe aufterities which -
pnﬁ:; men of the world on the other, find no-
things it that 1s brilliane,  But what grandeuar
it has, in the eyes of thole, who recogmize frue
virine and Hrue wifdon !-—he has not fought to
be admired 3 he has fought only to do pood ;
and 1t i for that he s to be moft admired.

. ,_._,.m' !"ﬁnﬂm .

cruar, vill.

Of the 1 ety and Sanflily of the Apoflles.

WE are not to cxpect to find m the difer..
ples, fo complete a model, as we have in the
mafter.  They had their weaknefles ; and fore
of them committed even gyeat faults; but they
were the firft to acknowledgre themy, and to hume.
ble themfelves under them: And by that, as
well as by ther other virtues, what cfieem
do they not merit from equitable judges ?

Before they were called to be apoflles, it
appears that in general they were inen withe
out reproach, according to the law of the Jews.

Bug
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But how did they differ from themfelves, when
after being trained in the fchool of Jelus Chrift,
they were commiffioned to go and teach all ma-
tions! It is then, that we fee the difcipleg
walking in the fleps of their mafler, and be-
coming really the imitators of his virtues, as
well as the heralds of his doltrine: We fee
thefe teachers of mankind, fupporting by their
conduct the purity of theiw leffons : The be.
nevolence of Jefus Chnft took pofieflion of
their minds.  Without ambition, without at.
tachment to worldly things, their ardour was
direed wholly to heavenly things: Animated
by an unwearied zcal to {pread truth, and
make men Jove it; entirely devoted to God
and their duty; full of courage in the mmdft
of contempt and perfecution ; blefling  God
amidft thar greateft labours ; and rejoicing
within  themfelves, for having  been  found
worthy of f{uffering in {o noble a caufe,

Their humility appears in their writings,
Concerning things the moft extraordinary, they
content themfelves with a fimple and modefl yea
cital ; faying only what 15 {uflictent for religi-
ous purpofcs, but nothing to gratify curiofity
or vanity : ‘They never think of giving them-
{clves mportance.  loufebius remarks, ¢ that
“ it 1s St. Matthew hunfelf, who informs us
“ that he was a publican: ‘That St Mark
‘“ writing according to the information of St.
«“ Peter, pafles in filence the teftimony of
* Chrifl.” “Thou art Peter and on this rock
1 will butld my church ; * but he forgets not

‘“ ta

.
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to relate the cowardice of this apoflie n
tlcnymy his mafter ;. he is hlent on what Iy
for  his honour, lmL not on what reflects
dithononr upon hun st, John always fpeaks
of htmfelf m modefl terms: fuch inflances
are not infignificant, they fhew to what a de-
gree thefe men were fupumr Lo {clt-love, and

“ with whpt fimplicity of heart they have writ-.
¢ [C“.“

£
ft
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It is in the fame (piric of ingenuoufnefs
that they report their weaknelles 5 their indif-
creet  prerenfions 5 thetr lownels of beliel :
and other things of thiy nature, which we
fhould never have known, it they had not had
the prood fuch to gelate them; fo much did
the Jove of truth prevail with them, over every
other confideration,  The manner i which he
denied his mafter was undoubtedly o great flain
i the fife of St Peter, and yet he has taken
fo litle precantion about ir, that all the four
cvangrelifls have mentioned 1t, without omit..
tingz any of the moft agrgravating circumflan-
ces. St, Peter has not only fullered with
humility the relation of this fact, but what
cllorts did he afterwards make to vepair his
faale 2 What  firmnels in being  firft  to
proclum the gruf'pt,l in the midft of jerufa-
lem ! what dignity in the manner in which
he prefents himlelf before all the people, and
afterwards before the ralers, to atteft the ir-
/}H'Hu ol r)/ Sefus Chiif! how firm, and at
the Lane ume how refpedtful is the anfwer he
gives to the Sanhedrin, * Judge yourfclves,

« whether
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" whethet it be right to obey men rather thar
"“ God!” how difinterefted s the manner in
which he rejets the offer of Simon Magus, and
the veneration, carried too far, of Cornelius who
threw himfelf on his knees before hims on every
occafion we fee him {peaking and adting as a
man full of faith and zeal.  Read his cpifiles;
they arc the language of picty the moft pure, He
exhorts the Chrifhians to make known the virtues
of him, who has called them out of darkuefs into
light ;~—t0 guard againsfcarnal paflions, which
war againft the foul;——to cdify their adverfarics
by a conduct without reproach ;~—to honour all
their fuperidrg;—~to love one dnother with an
affeCtion pure and unfeigned;—to be holy as
he, who hath called them, is holy ;—In reading
thefe exhortations who cart entertain a doubt

that they proceed from a picty the moft ardent
and fincere.

The fame thing appedrs in the ritihgs of
St. John ;—a heart that is upright, tender, dif-
interefted, full of that gentlencfe and beneve-
fence, which he fo much inculcates ; all his ¢x-
preflions partake of it, chatity guides his pen;
he refers every thing to pratice; according
to him, there is no true love of God bug that
which fhews itfelf it a holy life and love of
our neighbour—he inculcates theéfe fentiments
inceffantly, and in a manner fo affeéting, that
one fees he is in fact deferibing himfelf, and

laying open the flate of bis own mind,

L The
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The Inte we kpow of St Janmies exhibitg
allo an apoflle worthy of Chnft,  Inlus cpiflle
appear miarks of preat wildom, mildoefs, hu..
mihity 5 detachment from - worldly things s foli-
citude to make men comprehend, that faieh is
infeparable from grood works; that hearing the
word of God without practice 15 nmhm;;, and
that temperance, and charity are of the offenee of
chriffiandly.  This it 1, according to him which
confhitntes pure and undediled religion ;) he ac-
knowledges no true devotion, but that which
makes us juft and beveficent,

But let us dwell a lide longer on the cha-
racter of St, Paul; he, of all the apoftles, who
is moll known to us, and by whom, we {hall
he better able to judpe of the others. St. Paul,
firll a pharifee, zealous for Ty fect, and mofl
violent in perfecuting the Chriflians; becomes
ona fudden a conver. 1ow thould this change
happen, 1f not rom 2 Jove ol truth fuperior to
cvery thine cle, fuperior even to what is moft
h:u'i to Conquct, /frf'/w/}r'//fmz and 1hr //wzzr r}f
r}’rhf”r F e renounces however beth his preju-
(hw. and the eflcemy he had acquired with his
party.  Irom being a perfecutor, he hecomes
perlecuted, e goes from Judea into the cities
“of Afeand Greeee, even 1o Rome, and pethaps
into Hpan and Gaul ;. fomcetimes at Liberty,
fometimes a prifener; not without many dangers
and Tabours both by fea and fand; threatened
and often treated as a criminal, The love of
Chrift however fupports him through every
hing; and in evary thing he exhibits acharacier

of
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of humility, juflice, temperance, faith, and hope,
What he teaches 13, that God ordaimns that all
men i all places, thould be converted, and that
on this condition and in hiis mercy, he receives
us into his favour through Jefus Chrift; he has
the couragze to announce this rroth, i the fyna-
pogues of the Jews, and v the affemblies of
the Gentiles s cthunrr them too at the fame
time boldly, to abandon the worfhip of vain
idols, and to honour the one, living, and true
Gol. He attacks more openly than any phi-
lofopher had done, both the magie and the fu.
purﬂthns, e mofl authorized at that time.,
How fhyiking it s, 10 fee hin Jed betore the
tribunal of i'l[lk in chains, and yet making
the rovernor l!t.mhlc by veafoning before him
of Jtlﬂl(_(: of temperance, and of a future Judg-

ment f how enpaging, to fee him reject with in-
dignation the clwmc Imnmm which the Lyca-
onians would have paid him on account of a
miraculous cure which he had performed; and
laying hold of this proper occafion, to fhew
them the folly and {in of idolatry, even in the
prefence of the pricfls of the idols! but while
he fhews fuch fimmnefs on the one hand, we

fee him addrefling the faithful, with all poflible
mildnels and tendernels. What are we to think
too, of the candour with which he acknowledgres
his own weaknefles, and attributes cvery thing
vood that he has done, entirely to the grace of
God ?—The fmalleft acknowle dgment he might
cxpect from the churches was, that they fhould
afford him fubfifience: But to keep back every
pretence of blame, and not to be burdenfome to

L2 any,
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any, he chufes rather to work with his own hands,
and preach the gofpel withoug charge.~—~Cone
fiering hig vocation a3 a combat ancF a trial, he
comparcs himfelf to the Athletics who led 3
rigid and frugal hife to fic them for their fevere
excrcifes: “ Livery man, fays he, that firivetly
W for the muflery is temperale sn all things, New
" they do it (o oblain a corvuplible evown ; but
e, an ineorruptible,  And therefore 1 keep my
“ body under, gnd pring it into fubjeélion ; Jeft ihat
“ by any means, when 1 bave preached 1o others, |
“myfelf fhonld be vejefled.”  In fine, what can
be more inflruélive than to fee the tranquillity
with which he expedts g death ; attached to
the world only, by the defire of being yet nfes
fulinit, * Torwbich caufe, fays he, we faint not :
' But though onr ontward man perifh, yet the in.,
* ward man is renewced day by day. Loy onr light
“afllitlian, which is but for a moment, worketh
“ for us a far more excecding and eleynal weight
“of glovy; while we Jook not at the things which
“are feen, but at the things echich ave not feen ;
“ for the thinps which are feen ave lemporal,
“but the thiups which are not fren are eternal.”
On this foundation 3¢ 13 that he {peaks to his
dilciple Timothy, with an cffufion of heart full
of faith and of zeal, 1 charpe thee therefore
“ Lefore God, and toe Lord fefus Chriff, why
“ foall judpe the quick and the drad when be
 fall appeay in bis kingdom ; preach the word ;
" be inflamt in feafon, ont of feafon ; veprove, re-
 uke, exbort with all patience and perfeverance,
0 Jor the time will come when they will not en-
if dure found dofivine ; but having itching em;;
| " wf
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“ quill get themfelves teachers according to theiy
“own liking ; and they fhall turn nway theiy ears
“ from the truth, and fhall be tuvied unto fables,
“ But watch thou in all things, endure aflliéions,
“ do the work of an evanpelift, make full proof of
“ thy miniflvy.  Tor I am now veady to be offer-
“ed, and the time of my deparvture 15 at band.
“ I bave fought a good fight, 1*have finifioed my
“ conrfe, I bave kept the faith @ Henceforth
“ theve 1s faid up for me a cvown of, viphfeonf-
“nefs, which the Lord the rightcous Fudpe, fhall
“ pive me at that day: And not fo me only, dnt
“unto all them alfo that leve bis appearing.”
Let us chufe among the ancient philofophers
whom we pleafe, in order to make comparifon
with the.apoftles: I am not afraid to fay, that
we fhall not find one of them, entitled to near
the fame cfteemy as they are; whether for the
grandeur of their {entiments; the purity of their
manncrs; or ther zcal to combat cerror and
diffufe truth, - Whatever praifes we may give to
Socrates, to Plato, or to Cicero; we know that
they were not entirely free from reproach,  Se-
neca was the cotemporary of St. Taul, and
the molft renowned of the fages of that tme;
yet what comparifon 15 there between the two
men? Sencca was not perfeclly cured. of his
defire of riches and honour.  He appears al-
ways a2 wnan of vainglory, and fond of the re-
putation of fine talents.  ‘The counfels of wif-
flom which he gives with a refined and often-
tatious air, arc not to be compared to the folidity
of the precepts of the apofiles,  1f Seneca pof-
{:ffcd found notions on religious fubjeéts, wh.}n

ulg
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ufe has he made of them? Do we find that he
combared idolatry, and the other errors of his
e ? Thongh much i favour at the conre of
Agrippina and Nero, bad he the courage to (peak
to them, of juflice, and temperance, as St Paul
did, m nons, to Fel and PDrofille, "Thole who
arc acquainted with the hittory ol that tinié, know
that Seneea wits reproached for conrtly aceom-
madations, Tittle worthy of a ferator and philo-
lopler. But to fay truth, thele reproaches did
not belongr to himalone, Tt had been fong com-
plamed of, wiat the name of philofopher was
difbonourcd by moft of thofe who bore it;
henee this obfervation of Minuuus Felix, “that
“ they never were moge in the right, than in
“ what they fud in difpuagement and reproach
“ of one another” Cicero had before complain-
cd of them Tule, Quett. Booad.— Where s
“ the philofopher, faid he, whole life 15 regru-
lated as 1t oupht to be? Where is the phi-
lolopher who does not employ his knowledge
in vain oflentation, rather than in correling
his own condudt? Is there one of them, who
takes for his own ule, the precepts which
he gives to others? Some are {o light, and {o
vaun, that it would have been better for them
‘“ had they learnt nothing. Others hunt after
* fordid pains; there are fome too, who are
under the dominion of pride and ambition,
Many are the vile flaves of voluptuouinefs,
and all behie fhamefully ther profeflion by
# their conducl.”
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Thefe are reproaches which we are not afrud
of being made againft thole whom we call
ony maflers in chriffian phifofopby,  Thew lives
fuited perfedtly with  ther preeepts, and an-
{fwered fo well o the fanélity of their vocat-
on, that we may fiy boldly to Chnftians, ¢ -
“ rate them inall things, above all, the mafler,
““ whofc example 1s a rule not lels correct,
“ and perfect, than his leflons,”

There are men whom we call great. This
title 15 not deferved, except when extraordinary
virtue and forticude are employed for the fervice
of men.  But in that view, how many heroes
fink, or whofe herotlm at leaft 1s reduced to
almoft nothing !~-to reform inveterate abufes ;
to deftroy  grols  and  pernicious  crrors; to
cftablifhh true principles of religon and mora-
hty ; to pive the world falutary inflrullion to
render it dutable by forming difciples to per.
petuate fuch mftruchion ;—by purity of man-
“ners, to make 1t appear how cfficacious this in-
flruction 1s, for the purification of man; and
to devote himfelf totally to this great objedt,
even to the facrificing to 1t cvery thing that 13
dear; fortune, repofe, and hife itfell; this with-
out doubt 15 the woblefl and  tiuefl beroifm.
But where s it to be found ? T find it in the
higheft degrree in the founders of the chniftian
rligion; but cfewhere 1 fee nothing that ap-
prouchus to It.

ClIAP
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Cruar, 1IX.

Qf the Confequences to be drazon from this 3d Ta&,

"

.[{ ROM theaccount we have given of the cha-
racter and virtnes of Jefus Chriftand hisapoftlesy
a hgh degree of efteem and veneration at leaft,
15 undoubredly due to them. Ie s @ mbute
naturally due to all thofe, in whom we perceive
rood intentions and eminent qualities; and it
would be very ftrangre, that - doing juftice,
as we have done, to fo many grear men. who
have not however been fanltlefs ; we fhould be
lels equuable towards thofe, who have fo much
furpadled them, "The hite of Jefus Chrift i par-
ticular, being fo yerfedt m purtty and holinefs, we
fhould be rather difpofed to acknawledge fome-
thieyr w1t more than bioman ¢ as hamanity alone
docs not appeay 1o be capable of fuch perfeclion.

But if we be not difpofled to go fo far;
at leaft we onght to be far from entertaining
the odious fufpncions of frand, which infidelity
attepts to throw on perfons fo refpedtable.
Doth the famie fountain fend forth ac the fame
time, fweet water and bitter, fays Sto James 5—
and onr Saviour thus refutes thofe who ca-
lamniated himy @ eather fay that the tree is geod

“ and
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' and its fruit good, or fay that 1t 1s bad ad
““ its fruit bad, for the tree 1s known by its fruit,*

The fufpicion of frand, would in this cafe
be fo much the more Hagrant, as it imports a
charge againtl Jefus Chift and Iis apoftles;
not merely of having {uffered falfities to be
believed 5 or of having given currency to {ome
fiction of little confequence, as certani politi-
cians may have done, but what ts infinirely
worfe, of beng the authors of a moft cxtraordi-
nary tmpoflure ; and. of having formed a pro-
ject, which if it were founded i fable would
be perfeclly wwicked and impious.  Tor if any
on¢ {hould make the fame pretenfions falfely,
which Jefus has made, by faymg like him, that
he was the promifed Mefliah the Son of God ;
the Saviour of men; attnbuting to himftlf the
right of judging the world; - pardoning fins?
the power of working miracles; of rifing from
the dead; and of afcending into Heaven 5 fup-
pofings, 1 fay, all this to be falle, what arc we
to think of fuch impofturc? Would it be fim-
ply what 15 called (though improperly) a ploug
fraud? 1t s plun that 1t would be a much
arcater crime, It would be facrilege, and an
exccrable profanation;; cfpecially according to the
Jaw of the Jews, which containing the revealed
will of God, would render much more culpable
dny one, who fhould dare to violate his rights.
‘Yo mpicty towards God, would be added a
ftrange malignity towards men; by attempt-
ing to decetve thern in the moft important con-
cern i the world; divine worfbip and the means

M of
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a9 palvation.—-but it is always ufeful, ¢ will (e
fard, ro teach grultl morals,  That 1s truey bur
Jefug Chrift has done more; he has aboliflied
the ceremonmal law of the Jews; he has an-
nounced exprefsly a divine acconomy, for the
remiffion of fing under certatn condittons s he
has privens politive promifes of griace and falva-
tion; he has threarened  with the greateft evils,
thole who reject themyy he has required  thin
the minds of men thould be fived npon bim
Upon s death; and wpon s doctrme 5 as
ipor the appointed means of redemption, i ex-
clufion of cvery other. Hall thig be fulfe, 13
it not an hnpolitibn upon men mo the moll
cliential article, that which concerns the {tace
of the foul, and ther eternal happinels,

And what can be fo perfedtly firange, as to
fuppofle any one teaching and  prachifing the
molt correct morals, and this for upholding an
impollure; and fupporting to the laft (tor the
takce too of perfuadingg men m the moft foraible
manner, 1o fhun impiety and fallchood) a cha-
racter of the moft daring fullchood, and moft
determined impiety 2 What fhould be the mo-
ve 1o nduce o deceroer to advance the glory
ot God av all events 2 And while he tramples
truth under foot, and fports with things the
mofl facred, what 1s to lead him to promote
the cmpire of virtue? Was ever fo unnatural
a contrafl concerved, anuxture fo meomprehen-
fible ns thig, of zeal and prolanation, of bene-
volence and  hypoerily 2

Nay
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Nay more,  Our Saviour did not cxpet to
be Niftened to without contpdictions He de-
clares hamfelf, that he fhall ¢give oflence to
many ; that he fhadl be perfecutedand puttodeath
that his dedtine {hall caufe great troubles;
that 1t will divide famihies 3 and bring a fword
upon the Farth 5 thut it will bring on a dread-
ful cataflrophic upon the nation that will reject
hitn; and that thofe who fhall believe in bhim,
far from being gaineys i this world, will have
thelr portion i crofles and tnibulatons, Torefee-
e this, he yet endeavours to draw to him,
thofe of his own nition, moft diftinguifhed for
their picty. I this were to deceve them, how
perfidioust i knowingly and willingly, he
leads them like Tambs 1o flavghter, what in-
humanity ! he always fhewed affeclion o his
apofties, and in reward of their zeal what does
he do? fports with than e the moft crucl
manner, by engaging them o a project, of
which the inevitable confequence s to bring
them to a mifaable end, St Jobn was g
beloved difciple, and his zeal led him to fol-
low his mafter to the foot of his crofs, where
he remained pierced with grief. "Fhen at leaft,
was it not time to undeceive him, and i thefe
Lafl moments, what realon had he to leave him
yet n crror; as this crror too would be a fatal
onc? The wickedelt of men think themfelves
obliged not to implicate their friends 4 crime,
when neither they nor them{elves can any longer
be gainers by it How are we to think then
that Jefus from the crofs, fhould yet be defirous
of confirming his beloved difciple n the be-
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lief he had infpired him with, if all had beeg
deceit? Isit to be mnagined, that to his [afl
breath, he wifhed to fan the fire which he
had kindled on the Iarth; awd that, dying
himfelf as a malefaétor, he fhould perfift wan-
tonlv, in drawing into the fame galph, fo many
worthy perfons; and cven his heft friends,
who had quitted all to follow him? Let us
look. into hiflory ; among all the examples of
wpofture, we fhall never find one, accompa-
ned with circumflances fo black and adious
ag thefe. This however is the abominable part
we are to impute to Jefus Chnft, if we call in
queftion bis fincerity.  For it is not allowed ug
to fay, that he has only employed an excufable
artifice. We muft charge him diretly, with
heing impious, and a blafphemer; a perfidious
and cruel malter: a man who has made a mock-
cery of whatever 18 moft facred; and who hag
carricdd malice and impofition, to a lenpth be-
yond all example. I do not write ths, without
tremblings; but i is neceffary, in order to per-
ceive the excefs of injuftice, and the horrid ex-
treme, to which the fufpicions of the unbeliever
Jead, if we chufe to give car ro them.

[t would be the fame with refpedl to the
apoftles, it we entertam diftruft of thein; for
as they could not firft be decetved concernings
the long com [ of fabls, which they fay they had
feen with their own eyes; 1t there fhould be
Srand, they are the authors or accomplices;
and grood God, of what kind of fraud ?—one, that
militates againft the principles of their religion s
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againfl their own intereft; againft the honour of
their natton; and againfl commen charity ; ex-
pofing thereby infinite numbers both of theirown,
and aftertimes, o be the victins of a chimers,
from which they have themielves derived no
advantagre ! —St. Paul was aware of the confe-
quences of his dodtrine, and how far he was
imvolved in publithing i, “ Jf Chrifl be not
“ yifen, fays he, then do we preach inwvain, and
“ ye believe in vain; yea and we are found falfe
“avitnefles of God, for we bave teflified of Gud
“ that be rvaifed np Yefus Chriff.”—He faw
clearly that evils only and afflictions werc to await
thofe, who embraced this faith; if then it was
a fallehood, why feduce and involve thofe whofe
welfure was fo dear to hun; to what ¢nd hold
this prefling language to Timothy, ¢ But thox
“ baft fully known my doftyine, manney of life,
‘urpofe, faithy long fuffering, charity, paticuce,
“ perfecutions, afftitlions, which came upon me at
“ Autiochy at Tconium, at Lyflva; what perfea
“ cutions I endured : but ont of them all the ford
“ deltvered me.  Tea, and afl toat will (ive god-
Ay in Chrapt fhall fufler perfecntions But evid
“men and feducers fhall become worfe and worfe,
“ deceioing, and beny deceived. But continue
““ thou in the thinps which then bafl leavned and
“ bafl been affured of ; knowing of whom thou
“haft learned them.

iy

Thus fpoke all the apoflles in order to in-
culcate and confirm more and more, what
they had taught,  In reading fuch exhortations,
where every thing warks the Guely and decp

tnprelfion
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pmpreflon which the objects had made upon
themn; s it poflible to conceive that they fpeak
againfl their confeienses ; and that by the black-
et perlidy, they think only to deccive thofe 1o
whom they write in this manner? What! thefe
fame men, whofe difcouifes and conduct breathe
nothing but picty, itegnity, gentlenels, and the
]Jlllf:” r:i]itl‘jl}’; (hall L|u'y b vanstormed neo
wretches and chears of the worlt Lind ? how
flrangze the {uppolition and what a paradox !
and yet there s no other altermative; it we
entertain fulfpicions of fraud here, we muft
go on to thele extremities, and dlgcﬂ all the
confequences of them.  Tr 15 10 be hoped that
the Jufl horror we munfl conceive of this, will
be fuflicient to refiran thofe, who have not loil
every fentiment of cquiry and modelly,  An
able writer* having cited many padlagres from the
letters of the apofties fimilar to that jull cited, and
in which one fees a fuluefs of belicf that can come
only from the heart, makes this reflection @ One
“ can add Il(thlH[*‘ to thefe expreflions, full of a
‘“ divine ardour, which do not perfuade mercly
1 but wnmate nm who reads themy; and which
' cover with ignominy and fhame, thofe who
* knowing nothing of St. Paul nor of the other

YCapoltles, are fo unhappy as to fufpedt then
¥ oof artifice and deccit.”

it

* Du Guet,

CHAR,
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Ath Futt o —That  Yefus Chrift and bis Apofiles
had no external Addvantages, which confer Dif
finéfion and Authority mm the World.

L? on the one hand it be neceflary, that the
authors of a rcligion, - order to be diftin-
guiflicd from  viflonaries and fanatics, (hould
appear in cvery thing men of fenfe, and whole
natural faculties have not been difturbed ; on
the other hand however, we are not to expedt
that they fhould bemen of fublime genius or
of cminent knowledge; left indeed, they thould
be thougrhe capable of having themfelves tvvent -
ed what they wach; and of having made 1t
agrrecable o others, by the afcendant which
able men know how o affume over the minds
of others.  "The fame reafon makes 1t defirable
alfo, that they who furft give buth to matters
of faith, or cflablifth a rchgion to be confidered
as from Heaven, thould ncither be potentates
nor great flatefmen, nor belong to a hody of
teachers who have veguired anthorly. Human
qualitics too brilliant, would prevent us from
diftinpuifhing fulficiently the band of God—Who
then are the perfons moft proper to ferve ag
the inftruments of God? Without preferibing

Lo
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tn his fovereign wifdom, or excluding any of
the means that he fhall chink proper to cimploy,
it feems that a revelation can never appear moto
¢learly to be what 1t 1s; than in the mouths of
plain meny who are in poffcfhon of all thar
natural grood  fenfe; but are netther orators;
por philolophers; nor great men; nor perfons
engagred 1n the trigues of the world; ma word,
who having common fenfe, but divefled of all
power and credit; fhould by that circumflance
itfelf, be fuperior to all fufprcion, of  having
formicd fuch a dedign thamledves, or of being
able to execute 1t

Now this mediocrity with refpect both to fa-
fents and flation, {o proper to banifh diftrofl ;1
one of the qualitics which we obferve in the
founders of chriftianiey.

With refpe@ to country, we know that fefud
Chrift and his apoftles were Jeros, a nation thert
in fubjection and defpifed; and which would
give them much lefs advantage than of they had
been Greek or Reman @ yet in many refpedts ar
feems right and natural, the people ot Hrael,
being the only one, which had prefervad the
worthip of the true God in the nudift of 1 do.
Jatrous world . that from this fame race the 1e-
florers of thue piety fhould alfo come. Andab
(iod has thoueht fit to fhiew us, that a true
knowledee of hunfely, as wather a cift fren Lis
haid, than the praduce of Taoman cffor 15, 10 feemed
fuitable, that 1t thould ceme rom & country
little renowned on the feore of frience, and
vourcd only o matign of rehicion,

Jefug
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Jefus born in a country which made fo in-
confiderable a figure in the world, held no rank
cven among his own countrymen ; befides his
pafling for a Galilean, (of which country it was
faid in contempt as a proverb,  has any pro-
phet ever come out of Galilee”) he was re-
garded alfo as of low extraétion ; for though
he was delcended from the family of David,
this family was at that time fo {unk, that it was
confounded with the common people, as we
may judge by the occupation of Jofeph the
hufband of Mary. Jefus partonk of their low
and poor condition, and lved with them in ob-
fcurity to the age of thirty years : It is wonder-
cd at, that the evangelifts tell us nothing of his
life during all that time; it is becaufe Chrif-
tians are not properly interefted but in what
Jefus has done as a meflenger from God, and
the Mefliah : The reft 1s mndifferent.

Jefus bornt in fo humble a ftation, did not
ufc the means which they do, who think to raife
themfelves ; nor did he take any part (his prina
ciple indeed oppofed it) in the factions which
were then on foot in Judea,  Neither did he
frequent the places, where learning (another
mode ofadvancement) was to be gained ; or cul.
tivate the ftudies which they do, who wifh to
{fucceed that way; for though he had the title
of mafter and teacher, it was fefs a public title
which he had acquired by his talents, than a
particular mark of efteem, which the admirers
of his wifdom gave him; a fott of wifdom very
different from that which fhines in the world ;

N i
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it was ncither that of philofophy, accarding to
the tafte of the Greeks s nor of erudition or
rhctoric. It was not even a knowledgre in the
traditions, upon which the fenbes and dolors
of the law valued thamfelves fo much: We
have feen alfo that he had neither an air of aui-
terity, nor that fort of vehement and pathetic
Langzuaygze, which impofes on the multitude : It
wits a wildomy of pgentenefs and fimplicity, not
{lriking to. thofe who flop at the extenior; fo
thit to judge of 1t by human appearances, no-
body Iunml lefy fir than he, to make a figure
on the great theatre of the world, and to be-
come i teacher revered inall places,

His apoftles were not of a rank more cleva.-
teds we know that they were of the common
people, chiefly Galileans; pgatting their hveli-
hood by fithing or fome other trade 5 of courfe
without mcans or credic, When our Siviour
called them ta hi, they were of mature age;
accuflomed 1o hbour ; men not likely o ek
ambition, or be excited to enterprife, as they
had not Ted an unlettled and turbulent hie, nor
were prefled by any diftrefs. A mechanical
profeflion, joined to a hife, uniform and  tran-
qutl as theirs was, 15 o flate which by provid-
g for the fubfiflence of man, 18 more hteed
than any other, to hnut his views and Keepy
temptactons at a diftance: And thus we fee,
that the apoftles had not themifelves any other
defire, than to remain 1 thae firlt fore of hife,
to which habiv as well as necellity had attach-
cd them,

Witly
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With refpect to ther underflardings, we
have feen already 1n what rank we fhould place
them,  With plasie common fenfe, they had re-
caved cducation cnough to enable them at
leafl to read, write, and reafon pertinently, on the
cotmon concerns of life. "They poflefled alfo
a competent knowledpe of the feriprures of the
old ‘Feflament; bhaving learnt it from their
infancy, as every pood Iiaclite was obliged to
do; and here was enongh to diftinguifh them
from perfectly grofs and weak men;  but, for
the reft, they were neither profound and fubtile
centufes; nor cloquent i fanguage; nor po-
lithedd writers 3 nor yerfed in philofophy or other
hberal fciences,

The only one among(l themy, who could be
confidered as a man of letters, was St. Paul;
cducated at the feet of Gamaliel 5 of the {e& of
pharifees,  But the fort of ability which be
poflefled, was of no great ufe to him among
the Greeks and Romans, to whom his preach-
g was principally dire¢ted. Diflerent  talents
were Jooked for i thelr countries,—-thetoric,
philofophy, and elegant literature only  were
in requelt; and hence St. PZauf himfelf makes
this confeflion to the Corinthians, ¢ And 1,
“ Lrethren, when T ocame fo you, came nol with
“excellency of [fpeeeh, or of wifdom, declaving
“unto you the teflimony of Godo  And i an-
other place he acknowledpes his mability in
point of clocation, at the fame time that he 1s
not afraid of afferting, that with refpect to the

matters themfelves, he had recetved divine hight :
N 2 « But
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“ But though I be rude in fpeech, fays he, yet not
“in knowledge ; but we bave been throughly
“ made manifefl among you in all things,”

The tmidity, which St. Paul confeffes he
himfelf felt, would be yet greater in the other
apofties, who were hig inferiors on the fcore
of ftudy and experience: And in faét we ob-
{crve that at ﬁr(&, the leaft thing difconcerted
them,  When they faw their mafler arrefled
all of them fled, except St. Peter who thewed
more courage at firlt, only to belie it {hame-
fully afterwards.  They trembled at thinking
that they fhould be called to appear before the
tribunals, and to fpeak i public; thinking
they fhould be incapable of acquitting them-
felves well, and ceven their enemics thought
i the fame manner of them: For when Peter
and John appeared before the Sanhedrin, their
Judges were aftonifhed to fee that they were
men without learnings, and of the common peo-
ple. We know allo with what contempt Celfus
and Julian aflected to treat them, calling the
malter a Galrlean, and the dilciples wretched
watermen and poor fools,  The moft difdainful
cpithets bave not been fpared, and that, wwirh
a wiew of veflefling bacl on thetr doblrine,
the contempt, which was thrown on their
perfons.  But 1s this a juft confequence ? we
will proceed to examine it,

CUAD,
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iWhat is the Confequence io be drawn from this
Sourth Iadl.

N

MIGHT it not be fid to thofe who dare
to infult thus, the low condition and unpolifhed
exterior of the founders of the chnftian religion,
““ you are not aware of what you fay ; all you
“ aflert, makes again(t you ; the more you dif-
“ parage therr underftanding, the more it will
““ appear, that they could not naturally form
“ fuch a defign, as that of changing the re-
““ ligions of the world ; that vaturally and of
“ themfelves, they could not invent a body of
f“ doltrine, fuch as that which we have {een s
‘“ and that naturally they were wot in a flaie,
‘““ to make this dodlrine be received and relithed:;
“ with {o much fuccels as it has been; and if
t“ all this exceeded thelr powers, what follows
*“ from thence, but that they poflefled a power
““ greater than their own, and from Heaven,”

I fay firft,—~That it could hardly enter into
the minds of men of this condition, to credt
themfclves into the leaders of a feét, and to at-
tempt fome great revolution in the world, with-
out any near view of temporal advantage. Plans
of this kind belong only to fuperior men, i;vho
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have large views 5 or to thofe rcfined politicians,
who feck to cement their authority by religious
cftablithments ; or to thole unguict minds, who
i an age of dwing folly, finding themfelves
without refource, and piqued at fome check in
ther wnbition; project preat fchemes for ther
advancenient, But thar arafans —of underfland-
inges futted 1o their condition,—of mature age,—
contented in ther flation,—who had never known
any thinge but therr mechamieal occupitions—
andd whoe had neither fupport from the people,
nor accels to the great,—that men of this fort,
[ fay, fhould formy without an objecty a grear
plan of inpoflure, very difficult 1o condudt and
fapport s of this «we fhall frud no example i all
biflory.

The thinge wonld be lefs furpnfing, it the
plan in queftion had been formed by degrees
and that on engagning in ity the whole of its ex-
tent and confequences had not been Jorefeen
but this was not the cale with refpect to Jefus
Chrifl ; for, (s we have oblerved) as Toon as he
nppeared 1 public, he did not helitate'to fay, that
he was fent from God 5 he proved this by mi-
ricles 3 e [poke teo of his death,—of his refur-
rection,—-thegrlory to which he fhould be rafed,—-
the perfecations his apoftles were to fufler,—
ol the deltruction of Jerufalem,—and of the con-
verfion of the Genales. Al this, we collect
clearly from the whole of hig difcourles,  ere
was a plan formed all at once, and fo connecled,
that no pare could be feparated.—As to the
ipoflles, it mighe be, that they did not com-
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brehend at fieft, all they were called {o doy and
yet they foon difcovered that Jefus was the
Mefliah, and that the prmcipal men of their
nation were hoflile to him; their Malter did not
ceale to apprize them, that he fhould be re-
Jected,—that his followers would have 1o fufler
Itke himfelb grear perfecutions—and thet all
their bopes refled on o life fo come, e in-
formed them afterwards that their vocation was,
to proclaim the gofpel i all places, and to bear
witnefs of the rcfurrection of their Mafter
then av feaft, the whole fyftem was luid open
to them. lluy then faw clearly, the nature of
their oflice, and were at hiberty to relinguifh ic.
The undegtaking had not yer devolved upon
them, they were engagred only as far as they
chofe, nothing hindered them from returning to
their prior condition ; nothing compelled them
to enter into a career fo New ; NOr L0 engrage in
an enterprife whicl hereafter mufl be their own
work ; and to which 1t mufl always appear to
them, that their own powers were unequal,

od.—If it wag difficult to form fuch de-
figns, what abtlity did 1t require to carry them
on ?—to arrange all the parts,—to prepare all
the means,—to do cvery thing at the proper
time,—to ; ay neither too much nor too little,—
10 ack always v concert, and be guilty of no
inconfiftency 2 Whenever men of {ow conditi-
on and limited powers venture to form plans,
we fee that they are 1 concetved and il di-
gpefted, formed on low principles and narrow
views.  1f fome of the circumflances are happy,
they
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they are ill fupported and ill conneéted; and
the weak parts always prevailed,  ivery thing
conceived by fuch underftandings, is involved
in matter ; and they are objects of fenfe dlone
which govern.  Whereas, what is it we fee in
the grofpel 2 a dodtrine totally detached from
[enfe,—a renunciation of every low and carnal
interefll,—vicws that are elevated, and  turned
entirely to {piritual things—in a word a fublime
thealogy, and the pureft morality : And this docw
trine fo excellent in itfelf, 15 announced con-
ftantly and uniformly ; with fimplicity and encr-
gy without art and yet with prudence.—And
this, regarding it merely asa hunan project,
would certainly be a very diflicult part to fuf-
tain, and of which perfons, moft perfectly verfed
in the aflairy of the world, would hardly be ca-
pable; how then are we to attribute tt to men,
whom we reproach with bemg rude and  ipno<
jant #~Mr. Werenfels has this reflection on the
fubjeét. ¢ It is natural if we feea child fay or
“ write any thing much above its capacity, to
“ fuppole that it has been taught by fomehody
¢ wifer than aefelt; if the child acknowledges
¢« qr, and in fact we difcern the character and
“ underflanding of the teacher; what was pro-
“ fable becomes cortain; we no longer doubt
“ that all he has faid, has been fuggefled and
 tght himy let us apply thise—~It 13 cer-
“ tain that what our fucred authors have writ-
“ ten, concerns things of a fublime nature,
‘ and much above their capacities, confidering
“ them only as they were in themfelves 5 the
 jufl and found manner in which they fpcnl}
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' of God,—ol his attributes,—of the fovertigi
‘ Enni—-—-—nf the foundations and rules of mo..
“ rahty—{urpafles fo much, all that the beft
“ philofophy has produced; that the more en-
“ lightened part of the world has decidedly pre-
“ ferred thesr leffons, to thofe of all the ancient
“ fares.  Itas afked, whence they bad chis fu-
“perior knowledge? They themielves fay, they
“ received ic from Heaven; in which they are
“ much to be credited, as they teach nothine
“ which is not worthy of God. "They would
“ undoubtedly have been much lefs to be credit-
« ¢od, if they had faid that they derived it from
“ their own fund; for how fhould they bave
“ heen able to po {o far, they, who with a very
“ Timited underftanding had no tinékure of {ci-
“ ence nor any intercourfe with the teachers
‘“ of 1t."

d —But if fuch a plan was maturally be.
3ond their comprehenfion, the exceution of 1t
was not lels our of their powet ; 1t will doubt-
lefs be acknowledgred, thatto confider the apoftles
i themifelves, there never were men who ap-
peared more naturally to be deflined, whether
from their fomited m:dm/}mn{mqs 0F° fiff' lowonefs
of their condrtion, to continue alwitys obfcure
and unknown in the world 3 but 1t 1s that eir-
cumflance of itfelf, which made them moft fit to
be the inflruments of God. A anclent author®
reafoning on the words of Jefus Chrift *¢ yeare
“the hp‘ht of the world”’—obferves how fin-
crular it 15, that fuch a title thould be given, to
whoin? ‘To f{ifhers, to poor and mean men i~

O Ang
* Eufcbius of Ciefirea,
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And yet the cvent has fhewn, contrary to alt
cxpeclation, that they have perfeétly fulhilled
thig trle,  When therclore we hear the Pa-
gan authors fpeak with fo much contempr of
the lirft teachers of the chnfhan religton, have
we not a right to hold  this language 1o
them ** you tell usa very fingular thing, Ilow
‘“ Thould 1t be, that thele men whon you think
" lo contemptible, have done maore than all the
fages you fo much admire? That they have
don¢ more than you, Celfus, who pigue your-
felt on henygr a fubtle philofopher; more than
you, Julian, a preat politician, a great gentus,
“ and a powerful emperor : Thefe vile fifher-
‘“ men, thefe toll-gatherers, have cltablifhed the
worfhip of the true God, while you continue
“ (Lill the blind partifng of idolatry :—T'hey
‘“ have abolithed magre, on which you fo ridi-
culoully employ your ftudies :—"They have
“ done more n the article of maniers, and foi
“ the prood of focicty, than the moft celebrated
“ legiflators——Without power, and without ta-
* lents, they have overturned that  papanr/m
“ which you endeavour m van to reftore; they
“ have cflabhifhed, they have made triumphant,
“ that puve and holy relipion, which all your
“ arts, and all your authority cannot {ubduc."”

{f
¢¢
it

€4
it

f

. Such iz the advantagre which we derive ar
this day, from that fucapacity and that wweakuefs
with which the apoflles were (o much reproach-
edd, Lot ug judype from thence, whether it were
to be withed, as many have mmagined; that the

 golpel had been promulgated by perfons of a

INOLC
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more clevated rank, and of greater erydition
for fuch is the weaknels of mien, that they with
for {plendor and pomp, even in relyion, But
d 1 had been o, unbelievers would now
Le the firfl to take advantage of it; by affert-
e that it was nef neceffary do look for other
canfes of the ntroduction of chriftianity, than
the knowledge, the authority, the cloquence, the
ability, of thofe who have been concerned mu;
i o word, that 1t 1s an inltication, within fhe
compals of buman parvers.  And this it 13, which
divine wildom, fo fuperior to our views, has
been pleafed to prevent; by chufing infiru.
ments, precifely fuch, as to make the interven-
tion of God, clearly difeernible ; and to remove in
all fucceeding apes, the dangerous  fufpicion,
that humanity had too great a part in the work.
St Paul remarks this, when he fays to the
Corinthians, “ of ourlelves we are not ca-
“« nable of thinking thus, but our {ufficicncy 1s
“ of God  And again, * we have this trea-
“ fure “in rarthen weffels, that the excellency
“ of the power may be of God, and not of us.”
Grear indeed, fays St. Chryfoftom, muft have
«« heen the power that could rade at once, men
““ of low degree and without ftudy, to the know-
“ ledgre of a ccleflial philofophy,”” “The fame
teacher, (who carrics this reflection further in
his homilics upon the firft ¢piftle to the Corin-
thians) relates that he one day heard a fingular
difpute on this fubject, between a Greek, who
maintained that St. Paul was much wfertor to
Plato in genius and cloquence, and a Chriftian
wha by a miftaken zeal undertook to fupport (131’1_
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the contrary that St. Paul was more acute ang
knowing ¢ both one and the otlier, fays he, de
“ jeadad the polinon, which leaft finred hin s tor
‘1t belonged to the Chriftian, to allow the na-
¢ tural inferonty of the apoftle 3 whereas the
‘““ Greek would have found hisaccount betrer m
““magnifying his cloquence and knowledge.”

This remark ferves alfo to account for a
matter which farprifes and oflends fome,
reachoge the new ‘Ceflament. It feems to them
that 2 doélrne from Fleaven, 'oul_;ht to have
been prapoled withall the fublimiry and magnt-
Hieence, of which human language i3 fufcep-
tble:  Whereas our facred writers, fay they,
difcover Title art, littde cloquence, and little
delicacy in ftyle; we even find i them fome
HIICCUICICS,

It i3 true, that the language of the authors
of the new  Teltwnent 13 not that of coreét
prammartans, nor {kiltul rhetoricians; nor of
pohitied writers, But it is clear and forcible ;
i fays ddbinedy, what it means to lay ; and con-
tuns {lronee fenfe under phrafes, which are
common, and artefsly armanged.  And s it not
with reafon, that fuch books fhoukl be thus
writien, both that they may be more papudas
tnd weithin veack of all meny and that weanay
thereby attend wore to the things toemfelves,
than o the harmony and cepance ot the dic-
tiony and allo chat there (hould remain a certain
prool, that the apoftles were i theis natural
Jlare? Lor {uppofing thefe writings, hacl}iur

Licis
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their clegance, been comparable to thofe of
Phlio and Cicero, what would have been the
confequence? We fhould have thought, cither
that the apoftles were in themfelves greniufes of
the firfl rank, or that thefe wiings did not
come from them; but that it was fome more
able hand which had fabricated them, under
their name: And onc or other of thefe opiniy
ons, fupported by fuch an appearance, would
have fhaken not a hutle, the foundation of our
faith,  But thele two caules of diftruft are per-
fectly diffipated, by our {eeng that they are
works without art; and without ornament, the
authors of which, have been vifibly fuch as we
deferibe them s And thercfore 1t 1s, that God,
by whofe aid they were i poffefron of the fuéls,
and who might alfo have endowed them with
words to make them clequent writers, has not
thought proper to do fo; but has left them
with refpeét to language, to their hatve fim-
plicity 5 ntending  thus, that all ages fhould
have an abiding proof, that they were indeed uy-
letiered men, who have founded the chriftian
religion.—-QOn one fide then, we obferve in their
writings the flamp of divine wifdom, by the
rxceliency of the things they taught s on the other,
we perceive the man, the unlettered man, by
Wis common und facorveél fiyle. “This contraft
produced the cffeét intended, Tt s fHll + the
‘rreafure, put in carthen veliels,"” to enable
us to dillingruifl, as well what comes from
(sod, as whatis the effeét of human weaknefs,

CHAPd
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sth Jult —-That the Townders of Chyiflnanity
paffed and ended therr Lives i Poverly, [Hy-
milintion, and Suffeving,

g

E. FIERE vemains yet one point to cxamine
and that 15, what advantages Jelus Chrift anc
his apoltles have dertved from the enterprile
they formed. It they have raifed themifelves in
the world and  been enriched 3 if they  have
heen cmabled to take vengeance on ther enca
nies, and obtatn for themfelves an agrecable
lifey; we may then fnfpect that human motives
have influenced them, as others, 1o cover their
deftens under the cloak of religrion,  The
wifing of humlelf, for example, which Maho.
met wmad at, was enough ro excite diftrudt,
We fee a man who retufing himfelf hothing in
point of indulgence, hitens alfo to ambition .
and puts hinfelf at the head of a party which
places i ona throne, where he dies 2 natu-
ral death: The character of prophet which
he affumed, forved him too well, inhis pro-
jecls, for us not to believe that 1t was taken
up with that defign.

L
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Low different is bis hiflory from that of the
founders of chriftianmy ! Far from {ecing in it
the feafl trace of human grandeur, 1t exhibits
only poverty, weaknels, and a renunciation of
all worldly honours.  Qur Lord fays of himfclf,
““ that he s come not to be mumftered to, but
““ to minfter,—that he has not where to lay his
“ head,—and that his kingdom 15 not of this
‘ world.”  ‘Thouph in a low condition, he
would have been able at lealt to have enjoyed
repofe; but he renounced 1, devoting himfelt
to & painful life, which expofed nm to the con-
traciction, the calumny, the contempt and ha-
tred of the great; from which at length he ex-
penenced the worfl cflects, Though one part
of the people appeared to admire him, we fee
that a great part was always ready from blind
prejudice to oppofe hun; while the pharifees
and pricfts watched all his fteps, and were con-
tinually laying fnares for bim. They put an
il conftruction on his moft nnocent actions,
and did not ceafe to decry him as a dangerous
man.  They corrupted one of us difciples to
betray him,  In fine he was arrefled as a fedi-
tious man, and a blafphemer, and proceeded
againft with the moft violent animofity ; cvery
outrage was practifed apganft him, cvery indig-
pity, which an unbndled populace could n-
vent; and that nothing might be wanting to
the opprobrium with which lie was loaded, they
joined with him two criminals, conviéled of
capital offences.  His pumfhment was that of
the crofs, the floweft and moft ignominious of
any in. ufe, the commion punithment of fugnitive

(laves,




| 104 ]

flaves, and wretches of the loweft order. Suels
was the produce of bis enterprife, which Jefus
recetved, with refpect to this world,

The difciples were not better treated than
thenr mafter, Soon after hig departure, etet
andd - Johio were put in prifon, and feverely
threatened by the Sanhedrin,  After that Sre..
phen was floned, and Jamies beheaded in Jeru::
fdlem,  “The Sanhedrin not content with thus
treatings thole they had in their power, wrote
to all parts, to excite mramft them the chiefs
of the fynagogrues in other countries; and thefe
did not fail in their turn to accufe the apof-
thes even before the Pagana, charging them witly
hemg difturbers of the public peace, an accu-
lation too hafhily liftened to and which always
broupht fome outrage on the church. We
may pudpe ol the troubles which all the apofies
had to encaunter, by thofe of Se. Paul whofi:
hillory 15 known to us,  Into whatever place
he wene, he found the hatred of the Jews had
been beforchand with him: Frequently was ha
browgshe hefore the tribunals, or expoled to po-
pular commotions; on his return to Jerufaleny
he was naar being torn to picces by the popu-
e, e was delivered from this danger only
to be condndled a prifoner to Rome, where
he continwed near two vears in honds.—He
Jis himfelt griven an account of his fuflerings
“ A hage been, fays he, to the Corinthians, often
o danger of death, Of the Fews free tines
“reccrved T forty flripes fave one: Thrice wwas
A leaten it rods, once was 1 foned, thrice |

“fuflered




' fuffeved fhiproveck, a nipht and a day T Dbave
““been in the deep ;i jonyaeyings often, in perils
“of waler, i pertls of vobbevs, m perils by
“mine own cowntrymen, i perils by the heathes,
o pevils o the cily, in perils in the woilder-
“nefs, sn perils i the fea, 1t pervils amony falfe

4

brethren ; dn wearinefs  and  painfulucfs, in
““ quatchings often, in bungey and thisfl, in faflings
“often, in cold and vakednefs: Befide thofe things
“ that are without, that which cometh upon e
o dadly, the carve of all the churches,”

ut when he {peaks thus, he was not at the
end of his fabours; for m continuing them, he
was again brought to Rome, where he was be-
headed under the Emperor Nero, St Peter
about the fame time was crucified. St James,
{urnamed Minor, wis floned.  'The lot of
the other apoftles was not much different.
After many oppofitions and outragres both from
fews and Pagrans, after having been often put
in irons, moft of them ended thewr days, by
{ullering the laft puniflunent,

It imufl be confefled, thatif all this had come
upon them contrary to their will and expec-
tations, we could conclude nothing i their
favour; we fhould fay, that having looked
for fome advantage from their enterprife, they
had been miftaken mo their views.  But we fee
that neither the mafter nor the difciples, had
ever any other cxpectation than this,  Jefus
Chrift fpeaks to s apoflles of his fufterings,
s of a thing that was neceffy, and  foited

P £
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te the end of his coming,~—* Aud he begah 19
“ teach them, fays St Mark, that the Soun of Mair
ol fuffer many toings, and be rejeéled of the
“ eldersy, and of the chief priefls, and feribes,
“ and be killed, and after thvee duys rvife again.'
~And-when St Peter from inconfiderate affec-
ton deprecated fuch an event, Jefus rebuked
htm for entering not into the views of God, but
only into thole of men.  And then our Lord
takes accalion to fay to his dilciples * whoever
“ will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and
‘“ take up hig crofs and tollow me.”—IHe often
compares himfelf to a fhepherd who gives his
e for his fheep; he declares that he 13 not
come to be ferved but to ferve, even to the
riving his hfe a ranfom for men; he expedted
with fuch certainty, a violent and ignominious
death, that he forctold almolt all the circum-
(lances of 1t s and beforchand confecrated a me-
moral of 101 the Fucharitt ; and that at a time,
when he was at liberty to avord 1t. ¢ Now
“ faidd he, 1 my foul troubled and what fhall |
“ fay ? [ather fave me from this hour? Dut
*“ yer it s for this hour that Tam come.”

He had not concealed from his apoftles that
they flould fufler like bims ¢« JIf the world bate
“ vou, he had faid to them, ye kuorw that it hated
“ae before it bated youoo If ye were of the
“ qoorld, the world wonld love its orwn: But be-
“caufe ye are not of tne world, Lut Thave chofen
“you ot of the world, therefore the world hateth
‘“you, Remember the word that 1 fuid nirlo you,
“the Jervant s wot greater than bis Lovd,  If

‘“ they
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““they bave perfecuted me, they will alfo pevfecute
“youw: Aud all thefe thinys will they do nunto
“you for my name's fake, becanfe they g
“Cuot bam Abat fent wes Thefe thines have
« [U/:/mf;g'u iilo you, 10! e ﬂJGHM nol e 0/-
“Cfended ; they fhall put ve ont of the ﬁumgagnr'f,
“yea the time cometh that whaofoever killeth yo
“qoddl think be doth God fervice.

The apofiles therefore were not furprifed at
the crofles they met withe  “They were pre-
pared for every thing, and comprehended clear-
ly that therr callihg was, o walk in the fame
thorny and difhcult road, which their mafier
had walked in before them. T mw rejosce
“tuthe fufferings which I endure for yon, fays
‘ St. Paul to the Coloflans, and fill up that
“qvbich yemaius of the afftiéfions of Chrifl i my
“ flefh, for bis bady's fake wwbich 1s the chureb ;
“ qobeveof T i made o miifler according 1o the
“ difpenfation of God, wwhich 15 piven to me for
“ you, 1o fulfil the word of God~—Preaching
 Chrifl, warnine cvery man and 1eaching every
“man i all wifdom, that we may prefent cvery
“man perfec in fefus Chvift, whberennte 1 alfo
“ Jabonr flviving according lo bis power which
 qorketh in me mightily.  leven unto this pre-
“ fent bour, fays he to the Corinthians, we both
 bunger, and thivfl, and ave naked, and ave buf-
“ feted, and bave no certain divelling place ; and
“ labour, working with ony eron bands ; benng ve-
“ wiled, we blefs ; bemg pevfecnted, we fuffer it

P2 “ Deing
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5 Deing defamed, we entreal @ We aye made as
““the Jilth of the world, und ave the rvefufe of all
' things unto this day."’

The other apoftles witnefs no Jefs their re-
fignation ; and fail not to apprize the Chriftians
of thety time, that the fame portion was to await
them, 1 will cite only thefe words of St.
Peter, * Beloved, think it not flrange concerning
“the fieyy triol which is to try you, as though
“ fowe firange thing bappened unto you: Bul re-
1 qoice, tnas much as ye are parlakers of Chrill's
“ Sulferings 3 that, when bis glory foall be re-
“wealed, ye may be glad alfo with exceeding joy.
“ If ye b reproached for the name of Chrifi,
“ happy are ye ¢ for the [pivit of glovy and of
“ God refleth upoy you : On their part be is evil
1 Jpoken of, hut on your part be is ylovified. But
Y let wone of you fufler as a mnrderer, or as a
“ thic/, or as an cvil-doer, or as a meddler i
“other mew's matlers.  Tel if any man fuffer as
“Chrifltan, let bim not be afbamed ; but let bins
‘“ plovify God on this bebalf* 1. lcave it now
to be determined, whether a plan of life fuch ag
this, a life poor and abjeét; filled with {ufler-
ings and infults ; fullenngs forefeen, and infults
which might have been avoided, and which end-
ed Ina tpagical death I leave it to be deter-
mined whether this could ever be a plan, which
impoftors would propofe to themiclves:  Jor
after all impoflure muft bave an objeét. 'The more
we renounce all recompence from God and all
frar of his judgments ; the more cagerly we feek
lor recompence among men, by fecuring the

poflcflion
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pofleflion of fome advantage in the prefent life,
We feck for riches and honours and pleafures,
Thefe are wanting to fatisfy humanity, and nore
So, when man lofes bis way fo much, as to re-
nownce the promifes of refigion.  or what other
reward than temporal profperity can enter into
the account, in the fyflem of a falfe prophet ?
Inflead of which, we fee an entire detach-
ment from all carthly views; a determined de-
fign to fufler and to die; to fufler not only
forrows, and the moft humiliating mortilica-
tions; but to dic with jgnominy.  And is this
natural 7 Docs 1t enter into the mind of man,
unlefs he be urged on, and fupported by a con-
firmed faith, and by « love of truth perfeétly
pure and fincere ?

We do not think ourfelves allowed to charge
with 1t} fth many perfons, who however are not
capible of fuch facrifices; we prefume chari-
tably, that there may be rectitude and picty cven
where zeal fhrinks, and will not cury them (o
far: Whar fhall we fay then, in fecing the ex-
traordimary  difintercltednets of which we have
been fpeaking 2 In feemy Jefus and his apofiles
prepared to be the firlt martyrs of their doc-
trine, and my fact beconing fuch? Can the {uf-
picions of infidelity hold out again{t a proot {o
uncquivocal ? And whiat do we require to aflure
us of the probity of a teacher, or the faithfulne(s
of a fricnd, 1if fuch atteflations be not {ufhcient.
It is feldom we have thofe which are fo mucly
1o be relied on s but when we have, would it
itot be the moft unjuft thing m the world to re-

mnan
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main fill diftroftful 2 After a perfon has unia
formly inculcated virtue, and praétifed it during
his whaole life; if withal he fulfers and dies, to
maintain his fentiments ; 1 cannot fee how his
Jmeerity can flill be fufpedted,  Nothing furely
remaing but to admire and be filent,  We may
believe if we pleafe, that he is in an crror, but
we cannot doubt bis good faith, which is too
well cftablifhed, What praifes do we beftow on
thole of the Pagans in whom we [ce figns of
fuch magnanimity?  Ought we to ule twe
weights and two meaflurgs,

—-—W———v-—m—

CHAP, XIII,

.L].'ZT Us now unite in one view, the five ar-
ticles we have touched on, refpedting the cha-
racler and life of the founders of the chyiflian
refipion.  We fhall fee that all of them concur
i verifying theie divine miffion,

‘There is nothing we have remarked con.,
cerning the flate and  charaéter of Jefus Chrift
and his apoftles, which does not fuit and clear-
Jy corsefpond, with the idea of meflengers from
God ; and with the plan of a revclation, o
though at [irft, onc might wifh perhaps to find
more [plendor in the founders of this religion;
it will appear however, cvery thing well con.,

fidered
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fidered, that the interefls of religion, and the
neeeflity of laying fiom foundations, required
that things {hould be m this refpect, precifely
on the footing we find them.

For firft, as we have obferved, a divine reve-
lation  {hould not be announced, as o fpecies of
philofophy, in which we are feeking truth i
the dark, and with much reafoning and con-
Jecture; on the contrary 1t fhould fpeak to us
pofitively and weith anthority, on the part of
God—and 1t s in this manner that Jefus Chrift
and his apoflles™ bave adled.

2d.—We ought to fee in thefe teachers, a
fobey and difcreet flate of mind ; that there may
be no fufpicion of their having been fanatics o
vifionaries ; and happily there remains to us,
writings of the apoftles, and a detail of the lite
and  difcourfes of  Jefus Chiift, fufhicient to
cllablifh this fecond charadlerifhic required.

3d.—T1t 13 requifite that thetr lives thould he
without blame y and that thew manners thould
not contradict, the fanélity of the morals they
inculcate.  This as ablolutely necefwy 10 ob-
tain our eftcem and confidence: as we cannot
rcachly helieve that impure men fhould be the
inflruments of the Dety. Now we have {een,
that virtue more pure,—proofs of piety more
unequivocal, are no where o be found, than
i the life ot Jefus Chridt and s firfl difciples.

ath—It 15 defirable allo, we fay, at the fame
time, that thofe whoannouncca divine revelation,
exhibie
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exhibit a turn of mind, which 15 thought{ul and
judicious 3 this nataral good fenfe fhould nor
be embellithed by ference, or vefiement, oy elo-
quence ; leall we thould be fed o believe, that
human {kill has had oo greac a fhare in the
worle.-—Stll lels would 1t be ficing, that the
founcers of a rcligdon thould be men of potoer
and in bilh vepute o Tt s caly 1o fee what fufs
piciond would arile, from the evedit and antho-
riry with which a feéU thould be eftablifhed.
But this fear is perfectly removed by what has
heen alvendy ranarked, of the hedle external
advantagres or impoting quahties, which are to
be found wirh the authors of chriftianity,

Lallly, ‘Though it feems firangre that the mi-
niflers of God, worthy of all refpect, thould be
cxpofed to e infules and the perfecutions of
wicked mien; it s for the benelit however of
all fucceeding apes, that they have endured hu-
miliations and {ulleringzs, capable of convinceting
all the world, that no low and interefled motive
has entered into their condud ;s but that it was
in truth, an ardour the mofl pure, which di-
redled them.  Now we have feen that fuch has
indeed been the Tife of Jefus Chnft and hay firfl
difciples, real martyrs to the truths which they
delivered,

I know not whether the reader vecolledts the
portrait. we mentioned, which Pluo has gven
of a perfon, traly worthy of bemygr cholen for
the wterpreter of the Gods. 1t 18 compoled
af the principal features we have taken notic:tr_
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of, and particularly the lafl, that of being de-.
{prled and weeated as puilty though innocent, which
he contiders a4 the mofl enmanent mark of virtue,
and the bl.ﬁ diftinction ot a meflenger from
[eaven, “Laking Plato then for the Judge, 1
Atk whether i putung together all the circun-
flances we have remarked in the perfon, and
the life of Jefus Chrift and of s apoflles, we do
not findd precifely that fer and juitablens fs of qua-
haes we are tn fearch of? Can we believe that
it is by weeident, thar all thefe qualities are found
here united 2 O ought we not to be much
(truck, with fecinys them fo happily uniced ?

- Bendes there bang the moft defirable com-
bination of gualities that we can wifh for, in
perfons honoured with a divine mifhon 5 2he
Jacts flated, go to the removal of every doubt
we canentertain concerning the charadler of
fefus Chrift and his apofiles,  For, as we have
oblerved, the unbehiever mufl take one of thefe
three parts—he muft aither fay, that they were
mien of mteority who raught found doltrine, bt
wibont altyibuting 1o themfeloes a divine miffion,
or any thing fupernatural; though pofienity by
a blind devotion has improperly given them cre-
dit for this.—OQOr that they were men of weals
and vifionary nunds, wbs bave indeed believed,
but ccathont veafon, all that they el us j—or
laftly, that they were mupoflors, who fought to
decave the world, without being themfelves de--
ceived.—"Take 1t on what fide we will, i we
would deny the truth of the chriftian faith, we
muft neceflanly o upon one of thefe thres

fupnofiion..
g Lyt
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But which of them fhall we take? The choce,
to fay truth, cmbarrafles unbehievers not alittle.
‘They rather wifh not to declare decidedly ; nor to
determine for one or other of thede hypothefes.
It 19 more convenient, not to be confined, but
to be at liberty to fpak of the authors of
chriftianity, fometimes in one way, and fome-
times in another ; confidering them to-day as
vilionaries,—to-morrow as feducers,—and at
another time praifing them as good men, and
blaming only the excels of veneration which
has been fhown them.  Unbelievers often mix
all thele ideas toprether 3 and without confining
themf{clves to any, they would have us under-
{land that a// of them are poflible; endeavour-
e thus to fereen themlelves by generalities,—
This might be allowed, if we were talking of
perfons, whofe lives and dollrine were very mm-
perfedtly known to us. We might then fay,
that not havings pefitve fafls, nor a hiftory fuf-
ficiently de fm/nf, we were at a lofs what judgr-
ment to form.—Bat we have feen that 1 this
cale, there is a portion of hiftory well known ;
aidd on which we have vouchers and documents,
as full as on any cther part of ancient hiftory
the befl cltabhithed,  Irvom thence it 1s, that
we have collecled the hive fadls reported llhfwv
and the fe faéls are o be explained and therr r.:n;/'J
affivncd —We have a nght to prefs the un-
believer on thefe points, and he cannot clude
the arpument by invafions. Forced to give an
anfwer, he will endeavour to maintam {irfl, that
Jefus Chritt and his apoftles have not attributed
to themfelves any thing [upernatural —But the

contrary
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contrary appears cvidently by the firft fact which
we have flated s—if he then recurs to the (ccond
hypothefis, and yeprefents Chrift and hisapofiles
as weak enthufiafls, we have likewife {hewn
that this is not maintainable.—There remains
then only one fufpicion more to hazard, which
s to accule them of fraud and malice.  But can
this fulpicion hold out againft what has been
fid of their found picty; their charity ; pa-
ticnce s difintereftednefs 3 the lownefs of their
condition ; the mediocrity of their talents ; their
conduct fo diftant from worldly intrigues ; and
laftly, the fuflerings by which their integrity
has been put to the laft wial 2

What Means then remain, to connect the
five facts we have laid down, and to obtain
the true key to all this hiftory ? there are no
other, than to acknowledge, that Jefus Chinft
and his apoflles have indeed {poken the truth,
and have really bad a divine miflion.  This
hypothefis (in which there is nothing but what
i+ natural in the defipn, fo worthy of God, of
piving Lo men a revelalion, and opening to them
the way of falvation,) is the only one which re-
conciles every thing, and expluns that, which
s otherwife inexplicable,

I have before obferved, that we fometimes
efcape by vague difeonrfe, and while we have
the liberty of declaiming and falking loofely
But when we come to examine things firictly
and arc obliged to fpeak with precifion, it then
turns out, that the fyflems “which have been
hazarded, have no folidity, and vanifh nto Al

(L:{ CHAl.,
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Refiettions on the Tovee of the Procfs, which
bave been employed.

W]C {hall perceive better, the foree of thefe
proofs, if we recolledt what has been hefore find,
that there are rules in the moral order of things,
0 Judge of men by their condudt; as there
are i the watural ovder of thines, to judpe of
cavles by their efleéls. Humanity has, (o to
ipcak, ber conflant and wniform conrfe, in con-
fequence of which, we never fee men adling
apaindl their natural conttirution, nor acainft all
thew interefls prefent and futine, We do not
{ee parents, unlefs they be out of their fenfes,
endeavouring to hurt thetr ehildeen, We do avot
fee men fo wicked or fo foolifh, as to be bent
on domgr wrong, without deriving either pleafure
ar profit freomy it. We do net fee, that a man
without virtue, cither cemprehends or defires to
fupport to the end, a difinterefted and virtnous
part; nor an epicurean expole himfelf cheer-
fully to all kinds of ditheulty,  Joxperience has
cmabled us to fee, that every one follows his in.
clinationsand his principles, and that it is uncom-
mon for a man to belie himfelf for any length

(:f
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bf time.  Tence it is, that il we hear of any
diforderly condudl, nobody thinks of attributing
it to a gave and fenfible man; the fufpicion
docs not fall on any perfon, who tll then has
lived without reproach.  Hence it happens too,
that m courts of juflice we reckon much, on
what a witnels depoles azainfl bis own interefl ;
and advocates do not fail to dwell on the impro-
bability that a man has, or has not done fuch a
thing,, his charaller and the circumfiances he i
in, confidered. "This reafoning is founded on cer-
tain rules which good fenfe and conflant expe-
rience dictate, in order to judge of human
aétions: And hence artfes what 15 called moral
certarnty, upon which the whole order of civil
life depends. Inowhat i fituation thould we
be, it we could not reckon upon men's adling
according to their natural temper, according ro
their principles, or according to their intereft s
in a word, that they acted from fome raafon or
motive, by which humanity may be taken hold
;.’)r.---'”'l{'l'l: arc indeed  moral r"-'t'-"t“[ifff)!hf, hut
which we  exclude, us we do phyfical excep-
Liohs,

Now it is to adut and not fo exeludy thefe
exceptions, if we fay, as unbclievers are foreed
to do i this cale,

1(t.—That certain poor mechanics of Judea,
without cducation, and without talents; have

formed
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formed of themfelves, the great and daring pro-

jecl of changing the rchipions univerfally re-
ccived.

ad.—"T'hat  thefe men, intending to fubfli-
tute to judailm and paganifm, another plan of
religsion ;. have  concerved a fyflem the molt
fublime,—a mode of worflup the purefl-—a re-
N ion the moft detached from fenfe, and from
any indulgzence of the pallions—and which beft
unites, «ll the great principles of theolog y, with
thofe of morals and of civil government.

ad.—That thefe fane men, who gave fuch
excellent leflons on picty, Jultice, tempe-
rance, rectitude, and charity; and who to thele
leflons, have o fadl added a firiking example
ol virtuous conduct; were however nothing bug
cheats ;. who have upheld all therr dodlrine by
falfchood and Dlafphemy; niaking no feruple
to oflend God, to deceive man, and to preci-
pitate their followers into a gulph of mferies,

gthe—That thefe fame men, who talk and
write [o fentibly, have been frantic enough to
{acrifice thanfelves 1n cold blood, and with
fingular perfeverance; to the flrange madnefs
of maintaininga flory, of which they kuew the
'/I:{ﬁ*ixar)fl, and from which they dertved weither
AJGHOIH' nor adeant (e,

And
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And faftly, if we are to take them for mad-
men and vifionaries, we muft confefs,—that to
thefe madmen and vifionaries, the world 15 1n-
debted for a work the mofl diflicult; and for
the noblefl change that ever took place in bi-
man affuirs ;7—we muft confefs, that it is a com-
pany of wrongheaded men, who have diffufed
over the world, the beft lights it ever had,
upon the mature of God,—upon divine wor-
fhip,—upon morals,~—and upon the final defti-
nation of man,

Such arc the tenets, which unbelievers are
forced to advance and mamtain, n order to
clude the proofs of the chriftian religion, What
greater credulity can there be, than thus to ad-
mit paradoxes, contrary to cvery thing we know
of man, and of his nature; and contrary to all
the examples, with which we are {furnifhed from
hiftory.

THL END.

J. Ferraby, Printer,
Butchery, Hull,
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