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SCRIFI L ®S

And the only foundation of Faith,
and Rule for our obedience.

| OR,
A CLEAR CONVICTION

Of the Errours of thofe that are called

UAKERS.

Who blafphemoully affirm,
That the Scripturesare not the W ord

of God, nor the foundation of Faith;nor the
| only rule for our Obedience.

Againft which Errours, thefe two-Propofitiens are maintained.

I. That the Scriptures contained in the Books of the Old and New Tefta-

ment,commonly called the Bible,is the revealed Will & Word of God.

11. Thatthe Scriptares which isthe Word of God, isthe only founda-
“tion for our faith, and the only rule for our obedience.

By SAMPSON TOUNESEND, Minifter of the Gofpel, and Paftor of
S. Auftins,and Saviours Parifh in Norwich. ,

Prov.13.13. Who{o defpiferh the Word of God fhall be deftroyed.

Jer.8.9. Lo, they have rejeéled the Word of the Lord,and what wifdeme 1s in them?

Exod.32.16. And the Tables weye the work, of God, andthe writing was thewriting of
God, graven upon the Tables.

2 Pet 1.21. For the prophefie came 2t in old time by the will of man, but holy men fpaly as
they were moved by the boly Ghoft. ,

Ifa. 8. zo. To the Law andtothe Teftimony , If they [peak, nos according to this Word,
it i, becaufe there is no light iu them. ,
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CHRISTOPHER ADKINSON,
JAMES LANCASTER,
GEORGE WHITEHEAD,
and THOMAS SIMONDS:
Now in Norwich Gaol, for their blafphe-
nty and miifcariages. '

F ever the truth of God were turned in-

to a lye, It isby you that de[:iy the

Scriptures to be the truth of God, and

@ pretend immediate revelations to be

the rule for your a&ions. Ifhallmind youofa
affage of a reverend minifter now with God:*he

Taith, There i a generation of men, rifing now, ifnot " 1. Bu-
p . J A roughs en

rifem, that begin to have wilcthoughts of the written iz,

word ef God, and think tounderfland the r2ind of God razs1.

otherwife,&c.Fut ({aith he)when they are rotten, and

it may be when theirfouls are perifbed in hell, the writ-

ten word of God fhall flancl,andl be honour able in the cics

of all bis Saints. Youacknowledge the Scriptures

to bethe trnth, and yet deny them to be the

A2 word

Rom.1.23
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The Epiftle Dedicatory.

word of Ged. A ftrange paradox; Asi i
tures,whichare Canedgthg truth o% G:osdl fﬁtgi %r‘x)%-l
' whichis theGod of truth,(hould not be’theautho;
;‘!‘i.mg-w- of the truth:Or s if man,which is vanity,yeaa ly,
fem 3.,. [houldyet be the onely author of the tru;h.Upo}r;
{:)alin'gl2$‘4 thisyour error depéd your othererrors of denyin
L31.s. the fcriptures tobe the only ground of your faithg
and the onely rule for your obedience for did o
believe the {criptures to be the word of God t{lC
y:z]%ul_d cleerly convince you of the errors of youyr
zea Igemem and prattice in many things. Letme
fcripture to be the truth, youmuft of
alfo . grant that whatfoycver is ggﬁiglg
ig_p truth is-an_error : And having granted this,
ee wh:t will follow upon it by way of trial
of your judgement and practice. It is your
judgement, that you are perfett and free from
all ﬁn_: fee this tobe an error, contraryto the
truth, in Eccle.7.20. 1 John1.8,10. You deny the
power of the Magiftratein the matters of God
- contrary to the truthinRom. 13. 1. to6. Fok 31’
';1 »28. You not only fpeak evill: of govem.ers.
but of government alfo, contrary to the truth
n Tit.3.2. 2 Pet.2.10. Fude8. Youcondemn the
minifters. of. the Church of Englend,and defpife
tr%cm asfalfe teachers,and fay, they know nothing
?;, - the true light. although they fpeak nothin
ut what is according to the Law and teﬁimo%
n1e of God in his word, which is the rule to try all
wachers by, 7/2.8. 20. This your judgemeat is
an. error, it being contrary. to Tif.2.15. and

know’

on with you a little; youacknowledgethe
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The Epiftle Dédicatory.
know, that in thus doing, ye doe not ontly
defpile man, but God. 1 fhall not foul paper, in ‘LT““‘ffgjg'
mentioning your judging, cenfuring, and con- 6.
demning, -of both Magiftrates and M nifters 3

. onely fee how contrary this your pradtice isto

truch, AMat.7.1,2. Rom.14.10,13. Fam.4.13.. You
condemn rhe minifters of the Church of England
for preaching for hires whereas ye do not know
their ends in preachings and thus you are become
judges of evill thoughtss ‘Contrary tothe truth ¢,
in 1Cor. 4.5.—— Judge nothing before the time.
And you deny that minifters fhould take any
wages for their work : But your error herein you
ngi eafily perceive, If you confider that Chrift
and ‘the ‘Apoftle give ftrong reafons for. their
maintenance , Mat. 10. 10, L#k.10.7. ¥ Tin.548.
1 Cor.9.13,14. note it. Likewife the Apoftle
himfelfe took wages oftheChurches,to do fervice
in the minifterie, 2 Cor. 11.8. andaid an injun-
&ion upon the peopleto give him wages, Gal.
6.6. Let him that is taught -in the word
communicate unto himthat teacheth, in alligood
things. Mark, he dothnot fay, let him con-
tribute (as an almes) but communicate, as a
right, as wages : And in the next verlfe, heGal6.s..
intimates, that God is mocked, when his Mi-
nifters are not maintained. But God will not
be mocked, neither will he be robbed, but
they fhall hear jye are curfed. 1 fhall menti- M358
on no more of your errors, My defigne (ac- Jeraz-ts
cording to promife) is, To ;;lrove the Scrip-
tures tobe the word of Gods the onely grounci-:

o



The Epiftle Dedicatory.
of faith, and rule for our obedi . :
I have here prefented yotrl (‘)aviihfechéc.l iwthh

amine it: if it be not truth, wi
ne it ! witnefle b
againft it. If it be truth Y iy o

: : as undoub
will find it {fo) then fubm(it tonit,oget::;.l!lgdyg;

it; And doubtlefle your bodies fhall b

- - - f.
from your deferved imprifonment, and youer floclflci
ggg};h tthe th1(‘ieartnel;i damnation againft falfe
i ets, and fuch as caft off their firlt fai
. Treftanenemie to error, and of their firl faith.

l.': ex-

¥rom my ftudie

January 29. 16 57‘ A friend totruth,

sampfon Tonuefend,

To the READER.

READER, Co
ST\ 1l beart be not grieved to bear the blafpkemy of

thofe that deny Gods truth, bis wieflengers, bis or-
dinances, thou baft nuch caufe to fufped thy love
to God,bis truthyor ordinances. Thefirft ffep to
erroury isy 10 bave our love abated towards tle
sruth X ou need not marveils if thole that receive wot the truth in
the lsve of ity that 1Fcy may be [aved, but deny God to ke the an-

thour of the truth, that they are carried on by fyong delufions to » Thef.2.
believe a lye, that they might be damned : the judgement is long 10,11,12-

(fince threatned. When vien forfake thevight way, they mut needs

goe affray. Whenmen forfuke the fountain of living Waterythen 2 Pet-2.13

doe they dig to themfelves broken cifterns that can bold no water.

When found docirine will not be induredsthen fuch o5 turn away 5 i 4.
fromtke truth are regarded Thofe that deny the [criptures tobethe 3.4.

word of Gody turne to be filthy dreamers  dofpifing dontinion,

and [peaking evill of dignities ('as Jude fpeaks ) tey tell their Iude 8.

dreanies and pretended revelations tothe people, and would per-
fwade meny they ave the word of Guds but as theprapket Jeremi-]
ah (aith, Tke Lord is againft them that prophefie falfe dreams, fer.z
that ufe theirtongues, and [ay, he faith. Belovedy thefe avethe 3.
Latter times(propkefied of long fince Jin which fome foall depart
from the faithygiving beed unto feducing fpirits and Dotirines of
Devils : For if ever there were a Doéirine of Devils, or a De-
vilifh Dotirine vented on earth, this is one 5 To perfwade men
the fcriprures are not the word of Godyand that they muit be gui-
ded only by the light within them.If the Divell can but perfwade
wnen to believe this dollrines it will be eafie to perfwade 1hens;io
deny the ufe of all meanes of grace, and allprinciples of veligion,
@ tobe led altogether by the fuggestions of Sarhanswhils be per-
' f)}’ﬂdes
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To th;: Reader,

Jwades them it is the light within them, by which onely they maft
be guided : contrary to¥{a.8.20. Yetthefe menthat veach this
Devilifh Dolirine, with many more , would perfwade the world
Calthorgh they jutly fuffer for their ungodly pra&ice) that they
wreper focuted,and fufler for the caufe of Goi But we know,it is
siat the Juffering,but the canfesthat makes the Martyr : and fure I
amy they fuffer not for vighteoufne(fe fake 5 and therefore nos for
the canfe of God : Unleffe it be the God of this worldywho bath
blinded vheir miuds &c. Shall fuch as poyfen mens bodies be
punifbed with death ? And muft thofe that poyfon mens fouls
with Dammable dvéirines goe unpunifbed? Yoy inay read atyour
leafurey bow fevere God is againft feducers, in Deut.13. To
concludeyart thou one that jtandet firm in the {aith? prayso
-Gody thau mait keep thy ftanding 5 art thou one that art wa-
veringminded? - them adkereto and follow after thofe teachers
that ave found in the faith, whom God bath fet over you 5 And
know,that unjable fouls are they that are beguiled by falfe teack-
ers : Wherefore bearken not to thewy and a5 Chrift commands
Jouy gonot after themy nor follow them : And make ufe of his fol=
lowing antidote againgt them. And art thou onetbat art alrea.
dy [educed inte the ervour of denying the [Criptures to be the word
of Ged, Let me tellthee; thut what is written in this booky foall
either convince thee,or be a witne(Je againit rhee. And if any one
reccive any benefit by thefe ny lafonr; s all that 1 defire
is; they would ble[fe God for it 5 and les bam bave a fpare inyour
pragersy who is willing 10 be

Your Servant,

in and for the cruth,

Sampfon Tounefend.

THE

HE

SCRIPTVRES

, Proved to be the Word of God.

o DA~ 10,210 .0 -
Iwill fhew thee that which# notedin the Scripture of
Truth,

g Aving undertaken to maintain a-
- gainft the Quakers thefe two Pro-
pofitionss ~ -+ B
L. That the Scriptures contained
' “@mthe Books of theOld and New
g Teflament, commonly called the
& - Biblesis the revealed Will andWord
b of God: - ¢ - )
- ¥ - ' 1L -That the Scriptures, which is
the Word of God, s the only foundatien for our faith, and
the only rule for our obedivnce.

Tbegin with the fieft's: And I fhall'prove; that the Scrip-
tures is the Word of God 5 Firft;'by Scripture it {elfs Se-
éondly,by Reafon : "He that will notbelieve the Scriptures, .
is an Infidel ; That will not- hear the voice of Reafonsisa
B:aft. TheScriptures ought to convince us as Chriftians 5
Reafon , as rational men. And I doubt noc buc by both
to clear up to evéry one { that refolves not to be wilfully
blind) that the Scriptures are the revealed Will of God,
1. Tfhall prove, thac the Sceiptures a-e the Word of
God,by the e:ftimony of the Scripaures,” We find throngh-
. B out




2

The Seriptures proved to be the Word of God.
out the Seriprures in feveral places, that God is faid, 1. To

- fpeak them. 2. To writethem : or, 3. Tocaufe themto

be wricten. 4. Fhey bzar Godsname and title upon -them.
Laftly, by thetitles that are given to the Minifters that de-
clarethem. 1 fhall give you feveral inftancesin Scripture
tor all chefe. :

5. The Scriptures declare in a multitude of places, That

'God faid the words thae dre therein written; | fhall give

you fome fewfur all : Gen.1.3. God faid, &, and infeveral
places in that Chapter, and throughout the Book.it is often
written, God faid, and the Lord faid 5 and in Exod. 3.14.
And God faid into Mofes , T aithiacl am.  And-in many
places it is faid, The Lord fpake to Mofes, and itis wricten
what God faid to him., : Exed. 20 1. God fpake all thefe
words, faying,&¢. . Lep.10.3, This is thas the Lord, fpake,
faying, T will be fan&ified in them that come nigh me. Num.
11.25. And the Lord came down ina Cloud and fpake un-
to him. Deut. 5. 2. Thefe words the Lord fpake ynto all
youraffimbly, Fofb.24.2. And Jofbus aid unto all the pee-
ple, Thus faith the Lotd God of Ifreel.  Fofr. 7. 13. Thus
faith the Lord, - There isanaccurfed thing in the midft of
thee O Ifrael.. 1 Sam. 2. 30, Wharefore the Lord God of
Iftael (aith, 1 faid indeed, &c. ¥ Sam.15.2, Thus faith the
Lord of Hafts, 11; Kin. 8.35. Blefledibe the. Lord God of ' If-
rael, which fpake with his mough unto Pepid my, Father,
and hath with ‘his hand fulfilled it, fayiny &c. "1 Chron.
21.9. And the Lord fpake unto Dawids Seer, faying, &c. Iob
1.7,8. And the Lord faid unto Satan. Pfal.50.1. The mighty
God, the Lord hath fpoken,&c. Pfal.; 12.5. Now will 1 a-
rife, faith the Lord,  1fa.24. 3. The Lord hath {poken this
word. And in many places he faith, Thus faith the Lord.
Ier.1. 1,25 4,9. The words of Ieremiab, &c. to whom the
word of the Lord came , &c. TheLord faith unto me, Be-
hold, 1 have pi:tmy words in thy mouth 5 and in many pla-
ces in that Book hefaith, Thus faiththe Lord.  Ezek 7.1,
The word of th: Lord canie unto me,faying; and in many,
placesal{o he fatth, Thus faith the Lord. Hoft.1. The word
of the Lord that came unto Hofea.  Ioel 1.1, The word lof

. the
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the Lord that came to Foel Amoe3. 1. Hear the Word that
the Lord hath fpoken ; and Per.8. The Lord hath fpoken,
who can but prophefie ? - And in many places he faich, Thus
faith the Lotd. Ob:d.x. The vilion of Obadish, Thus (aith
theLord. Iusmab 1.1. Now the Word of theLord came to
Fonab. Micab 1.1. The Word of the Lord that came to 4i-
cab. Nibum 1.12. Thus faith the Lord. Zzpha.1.3.The Word
of the Lord which came unto Zephaniah. Hag.3.1. The Word
of the Lord by the Prophet Haggaisfaying, Zach. 1. 1. The
Word of the Lord came unto Zachariab. Msl.x.1. The bur-
den of the Word of the Lord to Ifra:lby Malacki. Thus
have I noted fome few of a multitude of Scriptures inthe
Old Teftament, that declare, What is written in the Scrip~
tures, i no other but what-God faid, and therefore his
Word.I thall now alto mention a few of the many Scriptures
in the New Teftament, that declare it to bge the Word of
God,becaufe the Lord did fpeakit. Luke 12.20. But God
faid, Thou fool,&c. Heb.1.1,3. God,who at furdry times,
and'in divers manners {pake in time paft unto the Fachers
by the Prophets, hath intheft laftdaies fpoken unto us by
his Son. And in every place almoft throughout the 4 Evan-
gelifts , the -verie words of out Saviour Chrift the Son of
God, God and Mangare mentioned, Afzt.4.4,7.40. Inall
which places, Jefus Chriit repels the Devils temptations, by
telling him what God hath written in the Oid Teftament.
1 fhall not need to mention the {ayings and doings of ouar
Saviour Jefus Chrift, which are frequently recordedin the
New Teftament. And hence it is,that itis called the Word
of Chrift. Cel3.16. Let the Word of Chrift dwell in you.
And the Gofpel is called the Gofpel of Chrift. 84k 1.1.
The beginning of the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift the Sonne of
God. Rom.1.16.1 am notafhamed of the Gofpel of Chrifi.
I fhall not need to mulciply more Texcs of Scripture. It is
called the Word of the truth of the Gofpel. Col.1.5.Bcaufe
Jetus Chrift chat is the Truth, (Fobz 14 6. )is the Authour
ofit. And thus ic zppears the Scriptures are the Word of
God, becaufe as the Prophet Micab (aith, Micab 4. 4. The
mouth of the Lord of Hof's .h_aéh fpokenit. :Foricisall
: 2
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The Scriptures proved to be the Word of God.

one to ﬁ_y the Scriptuce faith, and God faich. Heb, 13: 5.
He (thatisGod) hath (sid, Twill never leave thee nor for-
fakethee. Andwhere faith heit? In che Scripture, 7+fb.1.5.
Theword Scriptwre is put for God fpeaking in the Serip-
ture. Gsl3.22. The Scripture hath concluded all under
fin, that che promife by faith of Jefus Chrift might be given
to them that believe. AndinRom. 11, 32. (it is faid) God
hath concluded them all in unbelief, that he might have
mercy upon all. And thus it clearly appears,that the Scrip~
tures are the Word of God, becaufe God hath fpoken them.
2. 1hall prove, that the Scriptures are the Word of God,
becaufe God wyit them. The two Tables of fone delivered
unto Mafés, were written withi the finger of God. Exodg 1.
18. Dent.g.10. Exed.32.16. Andthe Tables were the work
of God, and the writing was the writing of God , graven
upon the Tablgs. Hof. 8.12. I have written to them the
greac things of my Law.  And . thus it appears the Scri
tures are the Word of God, becaufe they are written g;
God. But here ariles an Obje&ion, that I muft needs re-
folve before | goe any farther, andchatis chis.. . .

Obje&. How can the Scriptures be the Word of Godywben we
kuow the Propbets and Apoftles writ wuch of thems 2 :

Anfv. To whichlanfwer, God is faid to have written
the Scriptures in-thefe two refpells &

Firft,becaufe the Tern Commandments were undoubtedly
written by God himfelf,( as before was proved) and all the
ref that is written in the Volume of the Book , is but as it
werea Comment or Expofition of thofe ten Precepte,

Secondly, God is faid to have written the Scriptures,
(though men were the infiruments) becaufe that what they
writ was by the appointment of God, and by the help and
affiftance of God 3 God appointed them to wiite it, Exod.
17.14. And the Lord faid unto Mofes, Write this for a me-
morial in a Book. If2.8.1. Moreover, the Lord faid unto
e, Take thee 2 great Roul, and write it with a mans pen,

&c. Fer.30.2.Thus fpeaketh the Lord God of Ifrael,faying,
Wirite. thee all the words that I have fpoken to theein a
Book. Fer. 56. 1,2, This isthe word that came unto Tere-

miah

=" The Scriptures proved fo bethe Word of God,

misb from theLord faying, Take unto the: aRoul of a Baok,
and write therein al] thewords that | have fpoken unto thee,
&c. Hib.2.2. And the Lord anf{wered me, and f{aid, Write
the Vifion,and make it plain upon Tables, that he may run
tHat readech it. . And Lobrin the Revtlations,is commandcd
by Chrift, to write the things which he had feen, and thz
« ™ things which are, and things which {hall be hereafeer, Kev.
1.19. Andin Rew.14.13. Thearda voice from Heaven, fay=
ing unto me, Write Bleffed> &, And thus it appearcs the
Scriptures arc the written Word of God, becaufe God bim-

felfwrit them,and canfed them be written.
3. Tcomenow in the third place to prove by Scripture,

that they are the Word of God, becaufe what the Prophets -

“and Apoftles writ,ic was written as from. the mouth of the
Lord, by the help and afliftance of the Spiric of God. Hence
it is faid, That God fpakeby their mouths; Luke 1.70. As
he fpake by the mouth of his holy Prophets which have bin
fince the world began. Adr 1.16.This Seripture muft needs
have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghotft by the moath of
David fpake. And Ads3.48,21 But thofe things,&c.which
God hath fpoken by the mouth of all his holy Prophets
fince theworld began. Ifs. s 1.16. 1have put my wordsin
thy mouth, Ier.1.9. Andfaith Davids 2 Sem.23.2. The Spi-
rit of the Lord fpake by me, & his Word was in my tongue;
By all which Scriptures it clearly appears, that God helpe
them to fpeak; he gave thein a mouth, and wifdome to de-

" clare his mind. And we find that they fpakeby thehelp of
the Spiric of God. Nb. 9 30- Yet many years didit thou
forbear them, and tellified againft them, by thy Spirit in
thy Prophets. 2 Per.s.21. For the prophelie came not in
old timeby the will of manbut holy men of God fpake 2s

they were moved by the Holy Ghofi. 2 Tim.3.46 All Serip- .

ture is given by infpiration of Ged. And thus you fec the

Pen: men of the Scriptures werdinfpired by the Holy Ghoft -

towrite them. And they were fo affifted by God in rhat
work, as Godis faid to fpeak by their mouths 5 and theres
fore the Scriptares muft needs be the Word of God.*

4 1comein thefourth place to prevely Scriptuse, that

it .
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The Scriptures provedto be the Word of God.

it isthe Word of God, by the feveral Epithets or Titles that
are given t the Scripture. 1 fhall inftance in fome few of
the many that are throughout the Scriptures. They arecal-
ledthe Law of the Lord, Pf2.1.2. Andoftenin the 119 Pfa.
David acknowledges it to be Gods Law; and Pf.81.4. The
Law ofthe God of Tucob. They are called the Oracles of
God Kem 3.2, 1 Pet.4.11. The Counfcl of Ged, 48.20.27.
P(a.33. 11. Prew.19.21. The Will of the Lord, Epb.5.17. the
Myttesy of Gods will, Epb.1.9. the Gofpel of Ged, 1 Thef.
2.9. theglorious Gofpel of the blefled God, 1 Tim. 1. 11.
the Gofpel of Chrift,Rem.1.16, Rem.15.19. the words of
the Lord,ler.36.8. the words of the living God, Ter. 23.36.
the words of the Lord Jefus, 4¢is 20.35. and very frequent~
ly they are called the Word of God, Ifa. 40.8. Adark 7.13.
Kem.10.17. and very remarkable is that place in 17heff.2.13.
For this caufe thank we God without cealing, becaufe when
ye received the Woid of God which ye heard of us, ye recei-
" ved it not ag the word of men, but as it is in truth.the Werd
of God. And to conclude this, God himfelf calls the Scrip-
tures his Word. Zach.1.6,My Word and my Statutes. Micab
. 2.7-Does not my Word doe good. to him that walks up-
rightly 2 And Ezek.2.7. Thou fhalt fpesk my words unto
them. And faith Chrift,84ark 8.38. Whofcever fhall be a-
fhamed of me and of my words. By all which places ic clear-
ly appears, that the Scriptures are the Word of God,becaufe
they bear the title 2nd name of God upon them, and God
himfelf acknowledges them to be his words. '

Lattly,in the fifth and Lt place, 1 cometo prove, that

theScriptures are the Word of God, by the titles that are
given to the Minillers that declare the Scriptures : they are
called the Meffngers of the Lord, Heg. 1.13:then fpake Hag-
 gai the Lords Meffenger in the Lords Meflage unto the peo-
ple. Mal. 2.7. The Prieits lips fhould preferve knowledge,
and they fhould feek the L achis mouth , for he is the
Meflenger of the Lord of Hofte. And 2 Chron. 36. 1 16,
The Lord God of their Fathers fent to them by his Meffen-
gere,&c. Butthey mocked the Meflengers of Gad, and de-
fpifed his words. And thry are called the Lords Minifters,

Iu?l
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Ioel 1.9- and Ifa. 61. 6. Ye (hall benamed the, Priefts of

Lord 3 men:fhall call you the Minifte:¢ of our God.
K)x:d tﬁ: A'poﬂle callsthem,Minifters of the New Teltament.
2 Cor.3.6. Minifters of Chrift, and flewards of the myfte-
ries of God,1. Gor.4.1. Ambafladours for & hrift, 2 Cor.5.

. 20. Now ifthe Scriptures be not the Word of God, how

thofe that declare them, be truly called cke Meflengers
z}nGed, and the Minifters of God and of Crilt , and the
ftewards of the Myfteries ‘of God, and Amballzdors for
Chrift ? but they are thus called in the Scripture; therefore
the Scriptures are the Word of Cod, elfe the Meflengers
thereof could not be the Lords Meflengers.  And thus have
1 done with the firft thing propounded, To prove by the
teftimony of Scripture it felf, that they arethe Word of
God; and thatbecaufe God fpake chem, wric them, or
caufed them to bee written : And they are frequently in
Scriptare called the Word of God 3 and the Meflengers thac
declate: them are ‘called the Meflengers and Minifters of
God, and Ambaffadors for Chrrift, and therefore they muft
néedsbe the Wordof Gods + - - .
2. 1 come now in the fecond place, to thew by Reafons
tha che Scriptares are che Word of God. 1 fliall lay down
eafons. -~ - . o o :
ﬁvg;lfail. The Antiquity of the Striptures do clearly
prove themto bee of God :  Forman could not write of
things done before ever he had abeeing, But the works of
the five fickt dayes Creation are mentioned in Scripture, and
man was not made till the fixt day, Gen.1. therefore they
maft needs be the Word of God. "
Bgafon 2. They difcover thofe things man could not de-
clare: As that the world was made ot nothing; that man
wasat the firft made of the duft of the Earths that there is
but ene God in effence,and yet that in this one effzace t.h.m
{hould be three Perfons 3 thata'Virgin fhould bring tortha
Son; that God fhould take the. nature of man upon him,
and fuffer,8c. thefe things cannot come into the thooghts
of man;but the Scriptures declare thefe things s therefore
they are the Word of God. Reafin




8

The Scripluggs proved to be the IWord of God.

Reafin 3. No word of man can diftinguifh thetr d
from the falfe; bu this doth the Scriptu?cs s Ifa 4:;220
24. -therefore they are the Word of God.
Resfon 4 No word of man can work a change in his
heart, and make ghe ftoutett heart to tremble at the hearing
thereot: “Bur the Sciiptures convert the foul, and. work
grace, Pfil.xg.7. Lobn 15.3- Lsmes 4.5.6.-and the opening
thereof will niake the-heart burn and tremble, Luke 240 32.
4852425, thersforethey are the Word of God.
Reafon 5. No word of man is able to makea man wife
unto ﬁlv_artiOn. But the holy Scriptures are able to make
tahl:;%/lo% ; fug?dfalvatxon, 2Tim3.15. therefore ‘Ehey are
eafm 6. No man,only by his own writings, "can difco-

ver Jefus Chrift. . But ch Szriptures diﬁ:ovcrgjefus Chuift,
g(&:té 18. 28. Iobn 1. 45. Therefore they are the Word of
Reafin 7. No man can make Laws for mensthoughts:
But the Scriptures difcover mens thoughts’; and make Laws,

for them, Heb. 412+ Ecclef. 10. 20, fore: ’
Wond m, Gi) d? 12+ Ecclef. 10. 20 T@ererore&hey are the

Resfin 8. Men make Laws to binde thofe ahat areun-
derthem.  But the Scriptures make Laws to bind the grea=

:)et[t é:krs upon the Earth. Ths‘:{cfo’re they are the Word

{(eaﬁm 9. It fpeaks in a lofty ftyle, to the Kin ‘and the.
fubje&, and to s!! men alike. But thusdoth not ﬁ: word of
man; tor chat pats a diftin&tion between perfuns. There~
fore the S:ripin-es are the Word of Gad.

Reafir 10. No writings of man can procure eternal life
to them that obferve and do them:. But tobelieve and to
d> what the Scrip:ures require, will bring eternal life; Libn
5-24,39. Deut.32.46,47. Ezek 20.x10 Lhn 6.68. lobn 20.
31. Therefore they are the Word of Ged.

Reafon 11. No word of maa can be truly called righte-
ous, pure,or holy ; For who van bringaclean thing out of
anunclean? Ib 14. 4. ‘Buc the Scriptures are righteour,
pure,and holy,Pf19.8,¢. Pf.119 151,72 Rom.7.12. There-
fore it is the Word of God. “Resf.
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Reafon 12. 1f the Scriptares be not the Word of God, bat
of man, then Minifters ought to teach nothing contained
in the Scriprures, for Do&rines or Rules for Gods worfhip,
Ma:.15.9. Inviindo they worfhip me, teaching for do-
Arines the commandments of men,Ifs.29 13. Cel.2.22. But
Minifters ought to tcachno other do&rine, buc what is con-

tained in the Law and in the Gofpel, 1/s.8.30. 3 Tim. 1.3,

. 3o,r1. Andifany man bring any other Gofpel then what

is already received;he is accurfed,Gal. 2.9. Or any that (hall
adde or diminifh from the prophefie of the Book of th:
Scriptures, Rcv.32.18. Deut.4.3. Frov.306.6. A nd the Scrip-
tures alfo teach ut an holy life, 1 Per.1.16, Lev. 11.44- and
how we are to worfhip God, Alls24 14 Therefore they
muft needs be the Word of God.

- Reafim13. Thefweet Harmony of the Seriptures prove
them to be the Word of God; forno writings of man do
fo debafe man , exalt God 5 and prefle men to obedience.
But the Pen-men of the Scriptures doe all agree together in
thefethings; and although there were many Pen-men, yet
there is no contradi@ion in-their writings, but the Old Te-
tament witnefles to the New, and the New to the Old.
It i not thus in the writings of men.  Therefore they muft
needs be the Writings of God.

'Reafon 14. 1fthey were written by man, they were writ-
ten either by good men or bad men. But they were not
written by bad men, for they hate the purity of the Scrip.
tures ; and to be fure they were not written by good men,
(as the Authours thereof ) for they abhor to lie, and fay
The Lord faith, if the Lord hath not faid the Word. There-
fore they muft needs be the written Word of God.

Reafin 15. The wonderful calling of Mofes 5 the Pro-
phets, and Apoftles , to make kanown the Scriptures > doe
manifeftly prove them to be the Word of Gud; fee for Ado-
fes, how he was called, Exod. 2.7.10. and 3. 2, Ads 7.20,
21. and Amos, and divers' of the Apoftles wire unlearned
men, which had notbeen brought up in the fchools of men,
Amss7 14,15 Mark 1.16. And yet thefe declared the
Scriptures, which manifeft morcevifdome then al} the wife

4 men
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men inthe world can declare; yea, the Apoltles that were
unlearncd and ignorant men, fpakein feveral tongues the
wonderiul works of God, to the admiration of thehears
ers, Alls 2.11. and 4.13. this could not come from man.
Theretore it mult needs be the Werd of God,

Reafon 16. No writings of man could declare the heavy
wrath of God againft fin, and the remedy how to get rid of
that wrath. But this doth the Scriptures,?/z.9.17.Rom. 5.9,
1 Th:[5.9 Lule21.36. therefore they are the Word ofGod,

Reajon 17. 1f the Scriptures were not the Word of God,
butof man, then certainly God would not have wreught
fo many miracles to confirm the trath of mans fayings.

But there are many miracles both in the Old and New Te-
flament, to confrm thetruthof the Seriptures. There-
tore they are the Word of God.

Reajou 18, Nucreatare, Angels,men or Devils, if all were-
put together, could ever be able co dsclare before hand,
what parcicular perfons fhould be born, and what fhouid be
theirnamee, and what they fhould do, fome thoufind and
hundred years before their parents wereborn. Bue this do-
the Scriptures,as we read of the Meflias Gen.3.15. Ijs. 9.6,7.
and Infiab, 1 Kings 13.2. 2 Kings 28. 16,17, Therefore it is
the Word of Gad.

Resfin 39. Noman will write and declare to the world
their own tailings and infirmities. But many of the Pen~
men of the Scriptares do declare their own failings and in-
firmities, which they would never have done, had they not
been moved thereunto by the Spirit of God. Therefore
the Scriptures muit be the Werd of Ged. -

Reafin 20. Allthe pro phecies of the Scripture from time
to time have been punétually performed and fulfilled. But
fo arenot all mans prophecies. Therefore they are the
Word of God.

Reafin 31. The word of man is often broken, But the
Seripture cannot be broken, Tobs 10. 35. Therefore it is
the Word of God.

Reafin 22. Ifthe Scriptures were not the Word of Geod,
the Churches of God would long before this time have

found
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found them out tobe only the word of man; as Feremiab_
found out Hannaniah,Jer.28.15,16. and as the Charch of
Epbefus found ouc the falfe Apottles, Rev, 2.2. Bus the truth

.of Gods Word in the Sciiptares hath ever been held forch

by the Churches of God, asa Proclamation upon a pillar,
1 Tim.3.15. Now as a Proclamation receives not its autho-
rity from the pillar, nor the light trom the and!eﬂlck tl.mt
bezrsic i Soncither do the truihs of the Serip:ures receive
theit authority from che Church,or any member thereof,buc
from God which is theonely Authour thereof , and fva'l
Chriftian Churches acknowledge. And chus you fee, that
the Scriptures are the Word of God, 1. Reafon fhews it.
2. The Spirit of God perfwades it,I(a.59.28. 3.TheScrip.
tures themfelves affirmit; and 4. The Churches of God
have ever received it as the Word of God. Therefore ic muft
eeds be the Word of God.
! To conclude this: If the Scriptures be not the Word of
God, bus of man only ; then 5. Man fhould teach h}mfdf
his dary towards God. 2. We fhould have no certain rule
for our Faith and Religion. 3. There fhould beno necef~
fity of reading and hearing the Scriptures. 4.1fwe deny the

JIT

Scriptires to bee the Word of God, we cait off all means -

which God hath appointed for eternal lite, Ibn 5. 39. And
laftly,donbting of this,expofes us to all Acheifime, and con-
tempt of Religion and Juftice. Therefore,feeing (‘a8 hath
been fully proved) the Scriptures themfelves,and Reafon ale
fo make it apparent, that the Scriptares are the Word of
Gad, let usbelieve they are fo ; And as the quﬁle exhorts,
Pbil.3.16. Let us walk by the fame ru'e, and mind the fame
thing. And thus have T done with the firit Propofition,
That the Sc:iptures contained in the Books of the Old and
New Teftament,commonly called the Bible, is the revealed
i Word of God.
ng:;.‘ ‘I!l. I come now to the fecond Propofition s Thzt
the Scriptures which is the Word of God, is the onl.y_ foun-
dation for our faith, and the only sule for our obedicnce.
This Propofition falisintothefe cwo parts: 1. Th: the
Scriptures is the only foundatgm for our faith.2. That lx:
2




" The Scriptures proved 10 be the Word of God,

is the only rule for our cbedience. 1fhall very brietly fpeak
to both thefe things.. o

. Fl':r(‘r, That the Scriptures is.the only foundation of our
ash.

1. The Scriptures are the means by which faich is wrought,
Rim.10.7. Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by ‘the
Word of God, Epb. 1.13. In whom ye alfo trufted, after
that ye heard the word ot truth, the Gofpel of your falva-
tion. And faith. Chrift, Jobn 5. 24. He that heareth my
word, and believeth on him that fenc me, hatheverlafiing
life. And the Word is called the word.of Faith, Rom.10.
8. The myftery ot Faith, 1 Tim 3.9, The. faith of the Gof-
pel, Pbil. 1.27. Andall this to teach us, thac all tgue faith is
wrought by and founded upon the Word of God. .

2, It is the very end why the Scriptures are written, Fobn
20.31. That we might make them the foundation ot our.
faish and hopein God, 1 Jobn 5.13. Thefe things have 1
written,8c. that ye may believe on the name of the Son of

G'Qd. Rom. 15. 4. Whatfoever things were written afore.
time,were written for our learning, that we through pati-'

ence and comfort of the Scriptares, mighe have hope.
., 3 The Scriptures muft needs be the only toundation to
build faith or,. brcaufe we find the faithful in Scripture did-

ever make it the only foundation of their faith. Adbrabam .

the father of the faithful , he believed according to that
which was {poken,Rom.4 18 and David, Pfal. 119.42. 1
truft in thy Word. And-che Difciples;fubn 2.22. they belie-
ved the Scriprures,and the Word which Jefus had faid. And

obferve S. Pauls Confeffion, M&r24. 14515. Iconfefsunto

thee,ihat after the way which chey call Herelie, fo worhi
the God of my Fathers, believingyall things winich 12:[2'5:!
ten in the Law and the Prophets, and have hope towards
Gofi,&c. And the Bereaws . A8117.11, 12. fearched the
Scriptures, whether thofe things were {0 thercfore 'many
of them believed. And thus y.n fee, they made the Scrip-
tures the only toundation for their faith, .

4+ They cannot have faith in Chrifl; that believe not che
Scriptures ; this is clearly proved by thefe Scriprures, Lib.5.

46,47-
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46,47. Forbad ye believed Mofes, ye wouald have believed
me, for he wrote of me;’ But if ye believe not his writings,
how fhall ye believe my words? Luke16 31. If they hear
not Mafes  and the Prophets , neither will chey be perfwa-
ded, though onerife fromrthedeads  And faith Chrift,Lib.
5.39 Search the Scriptives, for in them ye look tohave
eternal life,and they are they which tefiifieof me. By thefe
Scriptares it is clear , that thofe that believe not the Scrip-
wares, cannot have faith in Chrift by any other means, And
therefore the Scriptares mu't needs be the only foundacion
of faith.

5. Itisonly faith in the written Word of God, that will
£l che foul with fpiritual joy, Rom.15 1 2.13. and hence it
is, that David faith,P/s).119.163. 1 rejoice in thy Word, as
onethac findeth greac fpoil; and faith the Apoftle, 1 Inbn 1.4
Thefe things have I written unto you, that your joy may be
full. There ca: be no fpiritual joy in thofe that build nos
their faith in the writterr Word and promifes of God. Icis
by faith in the Word, that beljevers of old(and at all times)
obtained promifes,Heb.11.33. And €hrift when he was up-
on the Earth, ‘prayed for fuch asfhould believe on him
throagh the Word ( written by the Apofiles and Evange-
lifis) Fobn 17.30. Therefore the written Word of God .
mait needs be the only foundation of faith.

Laftly,we are commanded to make the Word of God the
ground of our faich 3 and it is condemned as a fin, notto
believe the Word of God,2 Chro.zo. 26. Bélievein the Lord
your God,fo fhall you be eftablithed ; Believe hit Prophets,
fo fhall ye profper. (.106. 24. They believed not his
Word. Heb. 4.2. The Word preached did not profic them,
not being mixt with faith in them that heard ic. And thus
you fee God commands we fhould build cur faith upon the.
Scriptures :  therefore they muft nerds be the only founda~
tion of faith,  Before 1 concludethis, take this Caution :

Alchough the Word of God be the only foundationforus v .~

to build our faith on; yet the Word as it confifteth of lerters
and fyllables, hath no ftrength to beget faith in mens
hearts, for many hear, bat donot believe, I 6. 9,10 And

¢ erefore .
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therefore it is only from the Spirits working, rogether with
the Word, chat faith is wrought, 1 15> 1.'5. Our Gofpel
came not_in word only, but alfo in power and in the Holy
Ghcft. The Word works not faich withoue the Spirit, nei-
ther doth the Spirit work faith withour the Word 5 but the
Spirit by the Word, works {an&ification , and a lively faith
founded upon the Word, asye may (ee in thefe Scriptures,
Fobs v7.17. Fobn 6.63. Ifa. §9.21. Heg.2s5. And thus have
Y proved the firft pare of the Propolition , Thae che Scrip-
tures is the only foundation of faith:

Seccndly, come now co the fecond; That the Scriptures
which are the Word of God, aretheonly rule for our obe-
dience. T might for proof of this give you mang teftimos
nies of Scripture 5 but I thall name a few for all. Desr.s.32,
33. Ye fhall obferve to do therefore, asthe Lord hath com-
mandedyou ; ye fhall not wrn afide to the righc hand nor
tothelefe; ye fhall walk in all the ways which the Lord
your God hath commanded you. Dewi.6.25. And is (hall be
our righteoulwefs , if we obiferve to do all thefe Command-
ments before the Lord,as he hath commanded us. Fope23.6.
Keep and do all that is writcen in the Book ot the Law of
Mofes. The Word of God in the Old and New Teftament,
isaperfed Law,Pf(19.7. Fames 1.25. Rom. 8. 2. And hence
icis che Scriptures are faid to bee able to make the man of
God perfel, 2 Tim.3. 17. And it muft needs be (o, becaufs
where thereis n tranfgreflion of the Law of God , there is
nofin;s for all fin -is the tranfgreffion of the Law of Ged,
1 Ioh.3 4. And therefore God promifes to all chefe he enters
into Covenant with, To writ€his Law in their hearts, Zer.
31.33. Heb.8.10. And-of every righteons man it is faid, The
Law of God is in his heart, P(.37.31. By all which s it ap-
peas the Word of God is the only rale for our obedience.
It may alfo ye farther appear, if ye confider,

1. The Lord is the only Law-giver, Iam, 4+ I2. and his
Word is the only right rule for cur obedience, P/ 33.4. and
;h.fi'refore ic iscalled the fure Word, 2 Pet.1.19. it will never
ail.

a. It isan everlafting rule fo long a3 we live on Earth ,

1 Pet-
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1 Pet1. 2 The Word of the Lord endureth for evet.
3. No man can be blamelefs in his lite, unlefs his conver-
fation be ordered according to the Word of God, Pfal119.
o Luhe 1.6. Titus 2.5+ .
’ ,:I%ivery man [ha?l be judged according to what is writ-
ten in the Book of Gods Word, Iebn 12.48. Rev.20-12.
Laitly, there are many promifes made to the keeping of
Gods Word, and many chreatnings denounced againft fuch
as walk contrary to the rules of Gods Word , Gal. 6.16.
Rev.22.14. Luke 11.28. And for threatnings rear.i Duut. 28,
15. &c. Btfore I conclude, take thefe two Cautions :
Caution 1. Although the written Word of Godbea ng—
fe@rule of righteoutnefs , and the only rule for our obe ﬁll-l
ence 5 yecknow, that no man can 5 or does Perﬁ&ly_ful ¥
the Law of God, for,Zames 3.2. In many things we offen
all 5 and Prov..20.9. Who can fay, ! .have mad.e my heart
clean,] am pur- rom fin ? The moft eminent Pchcver finsin
many things; but . he unbelicver fins in all things,Heb.11.6.
Yet every godly man hath refpel co all, and defires and en‘-
deavors to keep all the Commandmente of God,Pf.119-5,6-
and do not willingly allow himfelf in any conftant violati-
on of Gods Law, but d:_lighu in it in the inward man, Row.
15,1 6. and the 22 verfe. K
7 I%L.m. 2. Take this Caution ; although belicvers are
freed from the condemning power of the Law , yet are the’y_
not freed from the commanding or dire&ing power thereof,
1.Corg. 21, 1 Tim1.8.  Toconclude, they that make tlllot
the Word of God the rule for their ations , are led either.
by.their own fancies, or the Devils temptations, or both.,
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