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PREFACE-

E are told, Thas Speech of the ald Man in Te-
rence——Homo fum humanum mhil a me ajie-

. oum puto, was received with vaft Applasfe.
Every Bediever ander Heaven cas make as glorions «
Speech as this :  He can fay ( with the Applasfes of God
wand bis owon Conleience) I am a Chriftian ; 1 look on the
Cauje of Chrift to be my Caufe ; and when that fuffers,

1 fuffer voo. .«

1 believe Dr. Mayhew’s late Sermons bave belped many
P& ons 12 fee the Grace of God in themfelves : By read-
In; tkem, they get tbatEvidence cf their real Chrifiianiiy, «
witbost which all osker Evidences are gocd for nothing,
v.'3.—tbat the Reproaches of thofe who reprcach Chnift,
¢cme upen them ;—and their Hearts are pained within
them at tDe Li:digmiiies <obich are cffered to Him.

TLe following Difcourfs [zemas to be pecauliarly calculas.d
20 overturn the falfe ldcs ¢f Natural Neligion, smbibed
&y Dr. Clurk, the Arian, ai:d bis Difciples ; and confe-
guendly 10 crufb that Brood of Errors which bave [prung
Jromit | 100 many of whick are to be found in tbe beferes
wentioned Seramens. My Heart burned within me, wbile |
{read it ; and I doutt met, but being re-publifbed, s
wgll feric 1be Caufe of Truth inNew as well as Cld Eng-
iind, and cccaffon many Thankfgivings to God. #bat
1 bave done, will nat preciude myFatbers ard Bretbren in
8he Minidiy from bearing their mofk open Teflimony againft
fucd daring fitempis to confute and ridicule the Dotrines
ance delivered to the Sants, and profﬂed by theChburchis
i» 2bis Land, ST :

| Befics



PREFACE

Befides bis berrible Talkx about tée Trnity ( Horrer
took hoid on me when I readiz; ) be demies vertusily,
vbe Grace of God in Man's Converfion,* axd maintains
the oldPopifbDocdrine of ‘fupification byWorks. I fay Po-
phDoftnne : For,as Mr.Bradbury c}/ferves,*  Wbere this
 Delrine is recerved, tbere is aiwcy: the Subpance of
“ Popery: Such People bave got the Stump of Dagon,
“ and only want bistHead and tbePalms of bis Hands to be
* fet onagain. > I believe Dr. Mayhew don’t expeld
much Oppofition on tbis Head, for be Jaith, < Pofpbly
“ fome wbo afcribe our Fupification to Faith alome, may -
“ comprebend under the Term Faith, all tbat Godly Ser~
“ rew, and internal Submifficn to the Terms %tbe Gof-
¢ pclobich others intend when they affert theNecelhty of
“ Obedience, and deny the Sufficiency of Faith to fuflify.
“ in this Cofe ( faith be ) tbere is a Contradiition ix
*“ Words, éat tbe real \evfe of the Parties is the jm,”‘l'

If Imay be permitzed ic (peak my Fudgmens, I¢an’s fee
bow any one who denies that 1here is ipecial Confidence §
an juftifying Faith, can iuwcis fully Lt up the Standard
agairf Eim. Bt

® One of Dr. Maybow's Converts, 1.R:2d of adopting the Largaage of
humble Pan/— By the Grace of God 1 am what I am ; might imitate
the je!f-exalting Semeca, and {sy, God I thant shee that thex baft made

" mea Man; but as for my being g good Man, ratber thix athers whe
bave bad the [arme Advantages ; for this I thank thee nst 5 fer this 1
am only thank/ul te myfelf. No doubt this Divine prays for the Con-
verfion of his Hearers ; or that they may all have that b2 jafifying
Principle of which he fpcaks. and be good Chriftians ; but how he
can do it conliltently with his own pnnted Divinity, is whlloo Man
living can comprehead.—Nay, an Armizias Teacher once owned to
me, that fince the Beginning of Religion depended fo entirely on a
Man's own Free- Will, he did not fee that he had anyGround to pray

_ for the Canverfion of his Son, then in a diftant Part of the Laad
and that he did not do it. .

Pege 180.

) See the Dottrine of fpecial Confidence, or Affurance in jultifying Faitk,

« (i e {o muck Faith, fo much Affurance) beautifully and ftrongly dg-

indcd by Mr. Hercey, simaft throughout hu XVI Dialogue:
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PREFACE

But if we fick to wbat Mr. Hervey calls the good old
Prvotdhnt Doftrine of juitifying Faith, we may eafly
cdnfoxxd bis Devices, and fbew that Scripture nd Resfox
are botb againft bis twwe wenderi'nl Sermons on Fufificati-
ex byFaith, i.e. s be exolains bimfelf, on Fuftipcation by
Faith, as the #ecrd Fairtb fiands for Faith and Works:
too: A3 wretched Noni:nfe ar ewer was printed ; avd
yet withent the Prop of this important Nonfcnﬁ: the
“wholé Caufe wenld fall t3 the Gmak.’ I can bardly fop
oly Pen——

I bave not the leaft Prejudice againft Dr. Mayhew’s
Perfon : MyMaker knoees 1 wifh bim all good Things bere
and foerever—I am againtt his Divinity, aad for hm.—
Nay, ylzde 1 wifb bim Salvation with eternal Glory, I

fbould thixk mjelf uncharitable, if 1did net endeavour by

Prayer and cII proper Means to defiroy bis Divinity from
ander the whele Heavens,

\J

Boften, Sert. 5. 173

A. Crofevell.
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On the INSUFFIENCE of Natural

RreriGgIon.

O AR AT OB B R IO

1 Cor. xi. 4.

The natural man receives not the things of the Spirit
of God, for they are fiolilbnefs to him neither
can heknow them, becaufe they are fpiritually
difcerned.

firipp’d himfelf of the robes of inagcenct and
integrity, with which he was clad, as he came

pure out of his Maker’s hands. It lay entirely

in the difpofing will of God, whethet he would fave man,
at all after his revolt ; and feeing he thought fit to refcue
rt of Adam’s pofterity from the ruin which the fall
ught upon them, he certainly had a- right to pitch
vpon

GOD treatéd man upright, but he foon fell, and
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upon what method he thought fitteft, to bring ahout
their rccovery.  Whether God could have accompltfhcd
the falvation of men as well aay other way, as tn the
method he has took of choofing them in Chnift; enter-
Ing into 2 covenant with them as the Sur=ty, and with
all the eleft in him as his feed 3 and, in the fulnefs of
time, fencling him in the flefh, that he might fuff=r death,
to purchafc the redemption of fuch ag he had given him,
is a quettion too high for us to deterrm e, an? therefore
1s vain and unproﬁ\ablc. It is infoleritly mtruding into
things not feei,, for us to take upos us to ete. nine
what a God of infinite wifdom and power may do, or
might have done. However, this'we muit tenaciouiiy
adhere to, that it is inconfifient with the nature of God,
for him to injure any of his perfections, to fave fuch as
deferve not his favour ; we are not ta doubt but that
God will glorify one attr»butc as well as angther, in ref-
cuing ruin’d criminals : £ that, though we fuppofe hin

ever fo unlimited in his fovereignty, or sver 1u nich in
his mercy, we muft fiill aver, that he never would, in

order to fhew his fovereignty, or make known his tnercy,
fuffer his juftice to remain unfatisfied, and confequently
not glorified, or his holinefs and truth to be tarnith'd 5
But he is as much concerned to glorify his juftice, 1nd to
fhew forth his holinefs and truth, as he can be to mani-
feft his fovereignty, or to magmfy his mercy.  God
therefore fhew’d the grcatneis of his wifdom in contriving
the method of man’s falvation, that it might be-dy
Chrift’s fatisfying for fin : in this way all his perfcctions
are fetin the moft amiable light, juftice is glorified to
the ytmoft, and has vindicated its rights, in that a fatis-
faltion of infinite value has been yielded by an almighty
Redeemer ; holine® fparkles with the brightet luftre,
feeing he, who 1s pumy itfelf, has fhew’d his hatred of
fin to be fo great, that he {pared nog his own Son, when,
hg
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he only knew fin by imputation ; the truth of him, who
is mvanablc In iaxthfulnms, R fu}iy eftabhfhed, in that ke
has exacted the pumfnment threaten’d ; goodnefs appears
in it’s full beautv, as a Recdeemer 1s prowdeo for fuch
as have cdeftroy’d themifelves, and the greateft bleflings
are beftow’d freely upen the umvort'.y mercy is dil-
pl.zv’d to the urmeft, becaufe provifion is mace for bring-
ing finners to partake of the happinefs they had forfeit-
ed; wifldom and power are greatly magnified, fince 2
way is laid out and fiz*{a’d, in which ;uﬂ'cc and holinefs
might not be injured, and yet Zrace and mercy might

be eminently exalted.
This is the wethod of man®s falviiilib, which the ferip-
of thinking which

tures teach ; and as itis the only ¥
men can fall into,in ovder to glorify all God’s pericctions,
it muft be concluded to be the moft rational fcheme in
the world.  ‘The defign of God was to glonfy his cwn
perfections, to exalt Chrift, to ftain the pride of man’s
clory, and to fhew the ncceffity cf holinefs ; therefore,
as the holy fcripture declares and reveals this  wond erful
plan, it is no marvel that it thould be ndiculed, as a hud-
dle of foolith opinions, by the vain and proud pretenders
to reafon, who make what furpatles their fhallow capaci-
ties the fubje@ of their fcorn, and treat with contempt all
thatis a bove their condenfed apprehenfions. As the de-
ign of revelation is to thwart the pride of fallen man, it
1s no wonder that infolent creatures, who would be inde-
pendent con God, and who imagine that they are wife
enough to find out their duty, and able enough to pur-
fue their own happinefs, fhould rife up with ranceur
and malice, againft what croffes their corrupt reafon, and
has a tendency to throw down the lofty bulwarks of their
vain. imaginations. The contempt which is caft on reve-
lation is not new ; for the great apoftle Paui, after he

siad told us that hc fpoke or declared the things that are
B freely

-
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freely given us of God, not’inthe words which man's
witdom teaches, but which the Holv Spirit teaches, com-
paring ipiritual things  with fpiciual, has prefently fud-
toined thefe words ; ¢ The natural man receives not the
things of the Spinit of God, for they are foohihnels to
him ; neither can he know them, becaufe they are fpiri-
tudly difccened., By thenatural man, is not to be un-
derftocd one wallowing in Juft, and funk in the mire of
feniuality, but the man of bare reafon ; he who will ufe
no cther helps, than what he can procure by mere ratio-
nil attainments, fuch a man, though pofic5’d of a good
fhars of natura! | vet if he is without a fpinitual dif-
cerning, or withof® wifdom aHorded him from above,
brands the dotrines and myterics of pure revelation with
folly, becaufe he cannot fully comprehend them; not
confidering that the myfteries of reafon, fuch as the be-
ing and perfections of God, can no more be fully com-
prehended by him, than thofe of revelation. If we con-
fider man as renew’d, and as {fuch having his mind en-
hghter’d, it muft be own’d that the myiteries of reafon
and pure revelation have fuch great depths in them, that
they 2re notto be plumb’d by the fine, evenof a2 {anéii-
fied vnderftancing : nay, it may be jultly aid, that the
perfections of God are not to be fully grafp’d by any
created mind. Itis no wohder then, that fuch as are
left to bare reafon in a corrupt ftate, fhould, as brute
beails, contemn the facred venties. which are not fuited
to their depraved gutft.

The fcriptures have never been treated with more ir-
revetence than they have been of late; but yet the ene-
mics of revelation choofe rather to attack them by fap
apd ftratagem, than in an open and honourabic way,
Qur madern Dreifts are thy of faving, in their pubiick
writings, that-the Chriftian religion is forgery, and the
founder of it an impoftor ; but they choofe to magnaify

i o i 10 he
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the perfection of resfon, and to fet up ‘what they call
natural religior, as 2 compicte bocy of dotrine; they
can talk, with a grave facer, of the hely foriptures,
of the religion ot our Savi our, and will pretend they
celteem it ; but, at the fame, th;" plead, thot natural re-
ligion is perte®, and needs no addition to be made to it,
only tiey aliow it may be explam’d : hence they draw
this confequence, that the gofpel is as cld asthe law of
nat":c, and neither can nor ought to be any cther than a

epuhiicaticn of it. Their fiy dnft herein s o brng
people to conciude, that ﬁnce narural rehgion 15 perf 2,
if revelation contains asy t!nng more than reafon could
of 1felf have found out, it mutt be difcarded as impof-
fure : now every one muft granr, that the fcriptures of
the Old and New Teftament really contain 2 great num-
ber of falts and doftrines, which bare -eafon could never
have found out ; if thenr reafon is 2 perfet rule, revela-
ton, which contains more than thss could find our, muft
be given up as fraud and forgery ; for nothing can be ad-
ded to what is perfect. Thisis the fubftance of all the
{olemn banter and grave gnmace, with which the world
has of late been entertain’d ;5 fo that it cannot he amifs to
enquire, whether reafon in men is really fo perfedt, as
the pretended maftersof 1t give out ; and whether natural
religion 1s fo cmnplc‘tc, as is afhrmed.

It muft Le own'J, that the Libour of the Deiils in
aifsuiting ‘;-' Chrittian fcheme, has been made very cafy,
and their work has been, in 2 great mealure, dune for
them, by mary treacherous proteffors of the religion of
Jefus.  Many betravers of the caufe of rcvclatxon, have
furged weapons for the encmies of it, in preventing thcm
the | pains ot attacking partcular dodtrines.  Men wk
would lofe all patience, if we queftion’d their owning
the fuihci lency of fcripture, and who have very much in

their mouths a noily cut-cry, that the bible, the bible, is
B2 the
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the religion of Proteftants, have brought the charge of
nonfenfe and contradiction againft the great Proteftant
do&trines of .the ever-blefled Tri rinity in Unity, abfolute
election, original fin, the neceffity of an infinite fatisfac-
tion, the fulnefs and particulanty of redemption, juttifi-
cation by the imputed rightecufnefs of Chnft, the inabi-
hiy of man to convert himfelt,the efficacy of divine grace,
the perfeverance of the faints, the rcfurre&xon of the
fam: numerical body, and the eternity of he!l torments :
all thefe dotrines havc been mifreprefented, exploded,
derided, and burlefqued by fuch as profefs themfelves
Chnfhans, nay, by fuch as wouid appear zealous to pro-
mote pratical religion : fo that the Dcifts have had lit-
tle to do, but o ftand ftil! and {mile, whillt others were
doing their work for them, perhaps without knowing it ;
tho’ it is to be fear’d, that fome of thefe would not keep
out of their tents, if they could retain their perferments,
falaries, or fubfcriptions. It would be well, if all who
have gone into this way, who are alarm’d at the growth
of Deifin, would confider what they have been doing.
Many have been immoderately pleafed with being ap-
plauded, by the adverfaries of revelation, for being
rational divines, and men of free thought; but thou0h
the enemies of Chniftianity compliment them, to induce
them to go on to do their work for them, yet it1s knewn
> many that they fecretly contemn them. The more
thinking Deiits know, that the dotrines which thefe dif-
purers arraign, as unfcriptural and irrational, are the
things whmh are reallv contain’d in feripture, which, for
that refon, they chiefly negle@ ; and they look upon
thefe rem svers of the ancient land- marks, however they
may flatter them, either to be fools or cheats.  The op-
prfers of the ancient faith are very forward to afcribe the
grow th of indelity to mens being led to pay a regard

to wiat they call irrational doftrines ; but the cafe really
l(‘
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it, a denial of revelation has always follow’d upon at-
tempts made to fubvert the old Proteftant doctrines, and
as thefe have fucceeded with guddy unfettled Perfons; in
proportion have the ravages of Deifm been extended.
Another thing which has greatly coniributed to weaken
the caufe of Chiitianity, has been the z2al of fome to re-
commend fyftems of moralizy, under the whimilcai adz
of natural religion, There is no gusition to be made, but
that fome perfons, who engaged this way, had no de-
fign to weaken the regard men fhould bhave-to. reveal’d
religion, but by thefec meaas the peculiar datnnes of
Chnitianity have been jumbled out. -It: has beea fad,
that during the times of our avil commotions, there was
little preaca’d up but faith in Chnft, and that the duries
of morality were little infif:=d on : it is certain that fome
ignorant enthuliaftick preachers nfited then much on
eternal union with. Chrift, and - that fin could doa _be-.
liever no harm, but ail wif: and thoughtful men ahdors’d-
fuch immoral conceits ; however, the charge ..was lad
againft all who maintain™d the dutrine of grace 5 and
accordingly when a ftate alteration enfued, 2s it 15 natural
for men who take a partial view of things, when they en-
deavour to avoid one extreme. to run in%o’ the other,
negletting the middle way, all firove to fhew themfzlves
as oppofite to tholé who went before, as might be.
Therefore the Chriftian doCtriaes, if not oppoiel, were
wholly neglected, and ittle was 1ahiited vpon but moral
dutizs,under the odd title of natural religion: then bocks
could be wrote on the Chrniftian plan, call’d the whole
duty of man, without ftating the coltrine of faith in
Chrift, the prime duty of a Chriftian. Jt muit be ob-
{ferved, that at the 1ame time that natural religion was
talk’d of, to the negiect of the doctrinas of revelation, a
deluge of Atheifm, irreligion and immorality flow’d in
vpon thefe of the national eftablithment ; and whether
fiace
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fince we of the feparation have heard fo muca naife about
¥, there has not been a declenfion as to juflice and com-
mon honefty, a contempr of the fabbath, and 2 neglett
of public worfhip, is what every one is able to judge of,
who nas look’d a litde into the world.

I. 1 fhall enquire what we ought to underfltand by na-
tural rel'gion, or in what fenfe the light of nature is to
be taken. . S

Since fo many fine things have been faid of natural re-
Rgion, it may be well worth while to confider what the
thing is, which i1s drets’d up n fuch far colours, and
which yet every one i3 fo much at a lefs to find out. In
one fenfe it may be takea for the ight with which Acam
. and Eve, cur firt parents, were blefs’d, whilt they

were clad with innocence. I 1t is taken in this fenfe, 1t
muft be granted, that reafon. was much more pertect
than now t is. Our great progenitor, and our general
mother, as Jong as they ranged the fragrant bowers of
paradde, and ftray’d about the pleafint mazes of that
wildernefs of fweets, ir. which the kind hand of their
Creator had piaced thein, were very happy creatures :
Their uaderftandings w.re clear and @trong, their judg-
mett was unbiafs’d, and no diforderly paffions raged in
their unruffied breafts ; they were created in the image
of God, and the likeneds of their mighty Maker fhene
forth in wifdom, truch, and fcvere and pure fanctity ;
their obedience to the lsw of their God was not forced,
neither was it from fear ; bur they fuifiii’d the command
of im who pl.ced them in happinets with dclig’
alacrity : thay knew all that was neceffar for them to
be acquainted with, and they yiclded univerfal obedicnce
to the various commands of the heavenly Potentate, who
created them out of the dutt,

Though
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Thaugh it is to be alicwsd that reafon was much more
comolete 2nd pertedd,in our firft parents, before the fall,
than it is in us their miferable pofterity, fince we have
bsen plunged into ruin and mifzry by their apoftacy ;
yet it is not to be granted that.the light of nature was
every way a complete and perfet rule, even in the ftate
of innocence and integrity. Though man was free from
finful imperfe€tions, yet he wss not an abfolutely perfect
being, for no creature is fuch ; and as he was not abfo-
lutely pertect, fo his natural i:ght was not an abfolutely
ccmplete rule tc goby. 1f it had been fo, he would
not have needed any diretions, as to what he was to do,
but would, without any fupernatural affiftance, have
known his duty inevery part and circumftance of it :
But this was far from being the cafe ; he needed to vbe ®
inftruéted by Ged, as to his circumftances of life, and as
to fome parts of his duty. It was by fupernatural light, or
by revelation from God,that he came to know that he
had dominion over all the creatures in the lower world,it
was by divine direCtion that he was to take fruits and
herbs for his food, it was by a command from sbove that
he was to refrain from eating the tree of knowledge of
good and evil, upcn pain ot death, and it wasby in-
ftruction from his Creator that he perform’d inftituted
worfhip, or kept the feventh day as a day of facred reft.
Thefe revelations would never have been made to our
firft father, whilft he continued peacefully ta enjoy the
fpicy groves of paradife, if natural light had been to him
a perfect rule. If he had not needed fupernatural light,
God would not have afforded it, for the all-wife Creator
does nothing in vain, whatever foolith men may think ;
thetefore as he had Iigit by revelation, it is plain he
needed it ; and if fo, reafon was not every way a perfect

? Gen.i. 29, it 6, 17,
rule
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rule. Ifany urge, in anfwer to this, that tix account
Mofes gives of the primitive {tate of man, 1s an alkgory,

they are to be pitied for thewr profanenefs and pride ; and
they are not to be envied for not having reverence for
fcnipture, and hurility futhcient to make them fubmic
their wifdom to revelation, and to incduce thim, when
they are gravel’d with an uniurmouatable diiculty,
frankly to ownit.

However, it we were to fuppefe reaion in man, m a
ftate of innccente, to be a pertect rule, of what avail is
all this to us ? who may find, by fad expenience, that it
is not with us as 1f was wit) man wazn he repofed him-
iclf in the peaceful fhades ot i:den, and roved about the
verdurcus walks of paradife. Our uncerilandings are
now darken’d, fo that we are oiten at a lcis about the
naturz c: our duty ; and when we cannot f.zy we are
entirclv ignorant of our duty, and are, n iudgment, con-
vinced that we ought to comply with i, how are our
underftandings biinded, and our judgments cormpted by
our unruly paffions, and our 1rrcuuiar appettes ? It rea-
fon was our only rule, we thould bsihe it to filence, by
the plealure of tollowing cur own inchnations, and thun
we {hould be fway’d by unruiy lufts, without the leaft
opportunity of knowirg that the things 1n which we de-
ligtt, if purfued throughout, woull entall endlefs dif-
quietments upon us.

The common notion perfuas now feem to have of na-
tural religion, is, thatitis a body of principles and duties,
which men gather from reaton and fcripturs, recewving
into their (yftems whatfoever they hie in revelation, and
leaving; out all fuch dottrines as they do not appiove of.
‘T hat there 1s one God, and that he is inveflted with in-
finite perfecticns, is the voice of reafon and revelation,
this therefore muft needs be put down as the prime doc-

tune of natural rehgion ; thu this one God rules and
bhlucs
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guides the univerfe, by his wife providence, s what rea-
fon and obiervauon may affute us of ; this therefore s
not leit out of the fyitems of the religion of nature ; that
the foul is immortal, and that there is a final ftate of
happinefs and miery, is what few are hardy cnougi: to
deny ; that men, as creatures, are cbliged to worthip
and ferve the God to whom they owe therr bang ; and
that, as creatures fitted for fociety, they are obuged to
confult the good and happinefs of others, is what all
have not the tront to call in quefticn. Thefe pnnciples,
which have met with the general affent of mankind, are
the great principles of reafon and fcnpture :  Any one
who will not omit any of thefe, if he will take the pains
to fee what drzis could be made up tr them, out of the
wrtings of mere Pagans, wili ioon be convinced,that they
muft wear no other than a mean and contemptible garb,
fuch as would not fet them off, or rccomimend them to
the high efteem of men : they mught be compared to a
prture not coloured, where the lines may be drawn with
art and regulasity, but have net a itriking force upon the
eye : but if thefe principles of reafon are fet off with the
ftrong, lively, and glowing colours, in which they are
painted in the forptures, they command admiration.
‘What account can be gather’d from the writings of Pa-
gans, of the being and perfetions of Gad ? Though
they own’d one Supreme, yet they introduced a rabble
of infenor gods, =nd fo worthip’d creatures befides the
Creator, how low and lame were their notions of the
fpiritual nature, and the immortality of the foul ? And
what mean figmeats did they take up with about a future
ftate ? How uncertain were they about God's governing
the world ? And though they had ameng them fome
who were great proficients in feveral focial duties, what
can we gather from them of love to God, relignation to
his wife difpofal, s to the concerns of lite, fcif-denial, and

C ' uawves
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univerfal charity and benevolence ? Thefe are duties
which dre agreable to right rezfon ; but let any one fay
where they are well ftated, by fuch as were entire {tran-
gers to revelation. Therefore, in our day, natural reki-
gion is deck’d in plumes borrowed from fcripture, and
then is fet up in oppofition to it, as a perfect rule, and
as fuch not neecing the affiftance of a revelation. This
is fcandaloufly bafe and unfair. For inftance : no one
mere rational writer ever gave a tolerable account of a
future ftate 3 -and none of the delineators of the religion
of nature, fince the promulgation of Chriftianity, ever
did it, without leaving the plaineft traces of his having
aid from fcnamrc and yet thefe fketches, which are
drawn by the help of feriprure, muft be palm’d upon the
world, as the doltrines of mere reafon unaflifted by the
light of revelation.  Thus fcripture is pillaged, in order
to its being reprefented-as a neeciefs ufele!s thing ; for if
a man can be fo filly, as to be brought to think, that
thufe points which artful men pick out from fcripture,
“which has nothing inconfiftent with reafon, though it
contains much above mere human reafon, are things to
be known without the help of it, they will eafily give it
up as unneceflary ; and the more, becaufe it reveals
matters toc high for their low ucnderftanding, and fo
thwarts cheir pride. It is not fair then to call that natu-
. ral religion, the defetts of which are fupplied by truths
taken from the oracles of God ; neither is it juft to re-
cominend it as a perfet fcheme, when it cannot be put
in any tolerable drefs, without the neceflary help of that
very thing ; to make which feem unneceffary, fo much
pains are taken to deck it, All this muft be underftood
of natural religion, when it is fet off in the beft manner ;
but it muft be own’d, that fome of its reccommenders are
fo infatuated, as not to borrow that help they mighr, in

order to makc it agrecable, and are fo ignorant, ?}i to
CW
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fhew its great imperfection, by making it refemble Athe--
ilm. We are told, that the diftinction of right ard
wrong, virtue and vice, is entirely independent on the
will of God, and that it arifes from the nature of things,
by which fcnfclcfs. jargon may be meant fate. chance, the
animating foul of the world, or any other unmeaning,
thing, or hard word, without an idea annex'd to it. I,
is pretended, that men are not made by God for hxmfelf
and that he has no motive, on his own account, to give
them laws, or to punifth the breach of them,. and that.
confequently they are not accountable to him 5 but that
fuch fully anfwer the end of their creation, as contnbute
all they can to their own and others happinefs. This ie
to fuppofe, that God has power to create rational crea-.
tures, and it is @ favour that this is allow’d, but that he
has no authority to prefcribe them laws, fcemg the rules
of juftice rife from the nature of things, and he is confin-
ed to at by them, as much as thofe he has created ; that
he has no juftice to glorify when he is provoked, but is
obliged to be kind to all his creatures, whether they obey
him, or rebel againft him ; in fhort, that he is an indo-
lent being, fuch as was the god of the Lpicureans ; that
man is independent on him who created him, and pre-
ferves him, and that he is tc bc s owa _]udo:e, whether
he an{wers the end of his creation, by premoting his own
happinefs, and that of others. Thus thc irrational ftuff,
which was hifs’d off the ftage, with jult contempt, when
it was intrcduced by Epicurus, is afrefh brought on, to
fhew the fuificience of human reafon, in our enlighten’d
age f fearch and enquiry. It would be doing too much
honour to fuch monftrous abfurdity, to go about gravely
to confute them ; and it would be labour and time as ill
fpent, as it would be to argue with a man that {tifly de-
nics that two and three make five, or to wrangle with one
wio will have it, that it is as light at midnight as at noon.
C2 The
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The affurance with which fuch irrational fancies are vent-
ed, does not prove that their aflerters have more brains,
or brighter parts than others, but only that they have
harder foreheads and thicker fkulls than the generality of
men. Thefe bold champions of infidelity deny that man’s
reafon is impair’d by the fall, but they give the fulleft
demonttration that it is greatly funk, even almoft to a
degree of brutality, in themfelves, and by this afford us,
tho” ftupidly, and againft their wills, a fenfible proof of
the fall of man, which they banter and infipidly ridicule.
Were not-the rational faculties greatly decay’d, no per-
fons could ever dream of a God of infinite power, wifdom,
and goodnefs, 'having no motive, on his own account,
to'give his creatures laws, or to punifh the breach of
them, and that men are not accountable to him that made
them. X is not worth while to talk with creatures who |
have fo moch laid afide the ufe of reafon, it is throwing

" pearls to fwine : ‘ve can only refer the decifion to the

hour, which a few years will introduce, and then thefe

rebels againt heaven will find whether they are accoun-

table to their Maker or not.

- "All that- has been fud of late, by way of panegyric
upon reafon, ‘and the light of nature, is founded on a-
mere fallaey. - The adver(aries of revelation do not fpeak
of reafon, as it is in this or the other man, as it may be
lefs clear in on= than another. but they {peak of reafon in
the abftract, and {. that fenf: it may be allowed to be of
a very large extent. No one will be fo filly as to fay,
that reafon, in the abftract idea of it, is infufficient and
imperfe@, for nothing is to be regarded which is contra-
ry to reafon  The queftion is not then, whether reafon
abftractly confider’d is imperfect, for that would be quef-
tioning whether truth is truth, or whether right reafon is
is right reafon ; which would be only trifling, and fpend-
ing words to no purpofe. True reafonis right,and wl;ath is
: S ' oo Tt tlg t'
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right, cannot,as fuch,be faid to be imperfect : however,this
pour and mean quibble is all that the picaders for the fufha-
ence of reafon have to taik upon. It would be ndkuious for
any one to fay,tha: the fight of the fun is nct fufhicient to
enable 2 man to keep his path, but it fignifies very lutie,
when a man 1s involved in the thade of the evening, to
tell him he muft not queition that the fun’s hight is fufh-
cient for him to fee by. The guefhion really is, woether
reafon, as it is now in men, whether the hght of asture,
as it 1s in men in their prefent ftate, which nune cin ven-
ture to fay, in fa, is not 2 ftate of degeneracy, s 3
futhaent rele to inform men what they ought to beiieve
and receive, to thew them hew they may find out what
1s true and nght, and to direct them in the mare pnvate
walke of i, as well as when they appear on the pubbc
ftage of the world, where they may have the advantage
of fecing the examples of others ; itis, whether natund
rehgion, of it felt, difcovers all that 2 man s to believe
concerning God, all the methods necefary for him
take, ia order to be reconailed to him, 2ad regai his fa-
vour, and ali that is required of man m bis pnvate, rlx-
tive, and focial charaGer.

When we enquire whether reafor » sow 2 fufficien?
rule, the only feafe in which we can ke the light of na-
ture, or natural rehigion, is, for the remans of natural
light in men oi tupenor reafon,who have been left entirely
without the heip of revelition of any kind ; and if it s
tried carefully, or view’d in this fight, it will appear to
be very impertet and deficient. It s eafy to teli us,
that reafon is reafon, truth is truth, and virtue is virtue ;
but what are we the wifer by being :0ld fuch fine things,
if we find our felves and others deficieut in reafon, puzz-
led abeut truth, and apt to take vice tor virtue 7 No
one will fay crueity is good, but hew many think that
perfecution, an enormous vice, is lawiul, becaute itis

' o defign’d
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defign’d for good ends, to fet men right, and to keep

the frean leading athers wrong ? it is eafy for men to-
pick thiies out of feripture, and to prove them agreable

0 rean, fince there is nothing in the oracles of God,

bu. whot 3 ceivionant to the higheft reafon 5 by this means

a2 very heatcirug {yftem of morality may be put together ;

but <1 this he a delineation of the religion of nature.

The orlr wav 1o judge of the fufficience, cn the one hand,

anc « the defects on the other, of the light of nature, s

tv sXarcine whether it brightly thined, or was greatiy
~daded, in fuch as haa nothing eife to illuminate them,

anc: who yet had as clear intellectuals, as great knowledge

of the world, as any now, and who, 1n learning and po-

Brenefs, exceeded many of cur new luminaries, or rather
comets, who, inftead of increafing our light, kurry the

world, and fpread error and irreligion.  If it is thus tr1-

ed, the hght of nature will not be found ic refemble the
fun, when crown’d with furpafling glory, it illuminates
the earth, but rather to be like it, when, in dim eclipfe,

it fheds gloom and twilight over fome parts of the world,

and fo-puzzles and perplexes fuch as are not acquainted
with the natural caufes of its being darken’d, and throws
them into a ftate of doubt and uncertainty.

II. T fhall fhew that reafon is not a perfect rule in mat-
ters of religion, and fhall anfwer fome pleas that are
offer’d in behalf of the monftreus and extravagant fup-
polition, that it is a fufficient guide in facred matters.

I would not be thought to have refpect only or princi-
pally to profefs’d Deifts, but chiefly to regard thofe
treacherous advocates for Chriftianity, who, under pre-
eence of writing in its vindication, bafely and vilely betray
the nobleft of caufes to avowed Infidels. It is onlly to

1ave
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have the good word of the enemies of revelinen, who
happ:n, thrcarrh ths degeneracy of our unhappy times,
o Zain a great vogue, that thede bafe, ignoble, and ur-
generous fouls prove talle to the interelt of him whom
they call cheir mafter, and tateroully g give it up to his
open enemics.  That they give up the caufe of (.hnlha-
nity to the adverfaries of rcvclmon, is moft certain ; for
if reafon s of 1t felf a fufhiaent rulc, any additoa to what
s of it felf fufhcient, is impertinent and needlefs ; this is
cvident to the dulieft capacity ; and all that can be fad
in favour cf revelation, by fuch as make this concefiion,
1s only fhewing, that they can centradict themfelves ;
for if reafon is of it {tIf fufficient, in matters of religion,
what neec: can there be of the Chriftian revelation ? Was
there any neceflity to make knowa any thing new, and
to require it to be believed, when what was known before
was fufficient without it ? This is granting to the Deills,
that though there may be fome good things inChriftiani-
ty, yet there was no abfolute neceflity for it, which 18
what they defice to have yielded o them, and then it is
cafy for them to fhew the abfurdity of adding any thing
to whar was good enough of it iclf, without any fuch ad-
dition. Itis very well known, that the Deifts are not
wanting to make ufe of this extravagant conceffion 3 and
. any one, who confults thair writings, may eafily lce that
they, in reality, fay very ficde, but whatis put into their
mouths; by fuch as would appear to ftand up in the de-
fence of revelation againft thens, but either through ig-
norance, or treachery, Dbetray the caufe to them : whe-
ther it is through folly or knavery that this is done, itis
certaln, they who are guilty of deing it, have much to
anfwer for, feeing they have done a great deal more hurt.
to the intereft ot Chn{t, than all the avowed cacmics of

it, of themfelves, ever did ar could do.
. | %
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It is 2 very poor way of arguing, for any ® to teil us,
¢ That the true preference of Chriftanity is, {not that
reafon, o any ftate of men, is infufhicent of it felf to
virtue and happinefs, but) that Chnftanity is a clearer
ard more powstful guide, having improved the hghe
of resfon by the fupernatural evidence and declaration of
God's will,and final intention of faving finners,by the free
pardon of them for the fake and merits of the death ofChnift,
which mere resfon was not able to difcover cr determine,
and which plain declaration of the means of man’s re-
demption 1s 2 more powerful mcuve and obligation to
uriverfal obedience, than reafon could ever with certainty
propoie.”” This is s mere heap of confufion and incon-
fitency. Itis very likely there is ajuggle, in ufing that
odd exprefficn, * Raafor: in any ftate of men ;™ but if
% means any thing,it muft have refpe to reafon in man’s
prefent corrupt ftate - Now if reafon, ot it fai, is a
fuficent guide to variue and happinefs,can man need any
thing mere fufficent than a fuficent guide, can he need
to be guided to any thing better than to virtue and
happinefs ; certainly no. If fo, then there is no
necedfity for a clearer and more powerful guide, or for
its being improved by the fupernatural declaration of
God’s will, reizting to things which it could not Jdifcover,
er for more powerful motives to obedience, than it could

Cver

T Sece the Ples for iYaman Reafee, p. 47. 48. Thisis faid. hew trujy
I know not, 10 be wvrote by Mr. jukior, the noted Arian, theam-
anucnfls to Dr. Clark, inthe mainonble difpute with Dr. Waterland,
about the fupreme divinicy of cur blefled Lord, which is calied. hy
the ignorant blafphemer wha wrcte thisPles, 2 wreiched Anti-chriftian
Hypobefis.  1f Mr. jackion s the suthor of the Pkes, we may judge
\ebat was she defign of Dr. Clsck and Litn, in advancing Ariaaifre,
viz. to oper: tac way for Deilm.  Several things have been wrote on
both fides, on the queftivn I adi uwpon, fince thefe Sermons were -
peeach’d, which was 1a November, 1730, but I bave chele to et
them appear as they wae At couipeled.
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ever with certainty propofe.  Un the other hand, if there
was need of the Chnftian revelation to be a2 more fure
light, and a more powerful guide than reafon ;- if there
was room for the defects of the light of nature to be fup-
phed, by the declaring the wonderful: plan of the falva-
tion of finners, on the account of the merits of the death
of Chrit, which was 2 myftery that was out of the ken
of bare reafon ; and if there was caufe to make u’c of a
more puwerful motive to univerfal obedience to the will
of their great Creator, than natural religion could ever
with certainty propofe ; if thefe things are true, as they
certainly are, and are allowed to be by the advocates for
reafon, it will inevitably and invincibly follow, that rea-
fon in men, in their preient ftate, is not a fufficient rule
to guide them to virtue and happinefs ; and it may juftly
be afferted, that the pleaders for irs fufficiency are ftupid
enough to contradi&t themfelves, in faying, in the fame
breath, chat it is fufficient, and yet that there is need for
its being &ill made more fufficient.

Itis very odd, in the pleaders § for the fufficience of
reafon to fay, that *¢ Reafon (if men would have attend-~
ed to it ) would always have given them fufficient hopes
and fecurity of their acceptance with God, upon their re~
pentance, and (incere beft endeavours to do what was
nght and good, and agreable to reafon.** If by reafon
i1s meant reafon in the abftract, whar is faid is entirely
impertinent 3 for then by reafon we muft underftand
whatever is truth, and the whole of what is truth muft be
awn’d to be fufficient, to inftrut men, if we fuppofc it
made known to them. If reafon is taken for what thare-
of light men, in their prefent ftate, poflcfs, it inevitably
follows, from what the advocates for its fufficience allow,
that it is really ‘~fufficient ; for how can that whichis in
man, be his {uficient guide, if he has a prepenfity not

D o
§ Ibid p. 48,
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ta aticad to ity but has fech 2 mixture of daiknefs with
his light, thit he is ar z lofs what to thinkis beft for him ?
Meas not 2ticading to the ditates of right reafon, bat
embracing things s truths, which are inconfiftent with
it, and cuatriry to it, fhews that the hght of nature, as
1t is now ia them, is far from being a fuficient guide to
them in matters of relgion.

Itis nct agrecable te truth to fay, that the reafon of
any fimite being is pxrfeft or fufficient, n an abfuiute
fenfe; sutif this could be z2llow'd, it does not alter the
cafe as to us, who are the difcendents of apoftate Adam :
wur sature, as we are fullen [nfel creatures, i1 corrupt,
and confequent!y our re:fun is no ture hight to guide us,
Lecaufe there 1s 1n cur underftandings much darknefs,
mingiad with a little Bght., 'We reed notdefire 2 more
plain proof of the imperie€tion of reafon, in our corrunt
ftate, than what we may gather from the confideration
of the errors nicn have run into, who have fei up their
reafon in eprofis o0 to the myfteries of aature and reve-
latien. Mainy who have done this, have fully come vp
to what the apoftle Paul faid of the Gentiles, * * Pro-
fefing themfelves to Lo wife, they became foois.” When
the'r pride has beea S givat, that they would not be con-
teat with owning the grece myfteties of natural religion,
without explaising the manner how they are, and when
their infolence Las rof: {0 high, as that they have fet up
thair rgafen in oppofision to the myfteries of revelation,
they have fhew’d vhat thor-fiznted creatures they are,
ia vending opinions as mof! rativnal, which are entirely
inconfiftent with night rcafon. Some have not been able
to bring themfelves to own, that the diftinétion of nght
and wrong s dependent on the will of God, they there-
fore havg latd d-ywn this nonfenfical paradox, that there

arc moral fitaefles in “the reésfon-and nature of things,
which

<

® Rom. 1 22,
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which rout be conceived as prior to the wiil of God ;
and hence it s an ‘that' God is as much beund by
the ruks of jullice, as any of his creatures.  That there
1s an cfi>ntial d-tfcxtncqbcmccn right and wrong, is moft
certain ; for if we conceive cf God: as an-infnitely gnod;
Juit, ane Ptl’ft“'l being, all which is agreeatle to bis will;
muft be nghe, and all wh ciis contmry to kim muft be
wroag : bu it is pcrrc& noaicafe and felf- ceatradituion to
conceive of any thing prior, in order of rxture, to the
Grit caufe ; it is moft fhacking to imagne, that the in-
dependent being fhould be © Creumforined by moral fie-
nefles; and it is menftrous to affirm, that the fov-mb
Law-giver, becaufe he ca~ do nothing inconfitient with
his own perfetticns, is bound by the laws he gives, 2sthe
ru.e of his rational creatures ac'tm« Mora! fiencffes sifin ng
from the nature of things, are onl the old Papaa nction
of fate revived ; and fuch as are fond of this unmtdl.g'b!c
Jargon, make very Ia:}c advances towards the worft fort
of Atheifm. Itis a <i®ate of right reafon, which, in
this cafe, .is abundantly corfirmed by revelation, that
there is one only fupreme, Lving, and true God, who
is the fole Creator of al! things : the fcripture confirms
the voice of natural hight, that there is but one Ged, but
it moft clearly reveals, that, in the Unity of this God-
head, there are three divine Perfons, of the fame fub-
ﬁ.mcc and perfections, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spuit : how thefe can be three Perfons, and yet
can oz one God, is a thing that is not revealed, and con-
fequently not neceflary for us to knaw ; it is above the
grafp of our narrow cormpt reafcn ; and, in alt proba~
bility, as it relatss to the fubftance of the infinite God, it
furpailes the underitanding of the moft perfe&t creaturss,
for that 1s only finite. Againit this greatand adcrable
myftery, the proud pretenders to reafon e with Tage
and rancour : they chirge it with nonfeafe and ¢ ~ira-
D 2 h.t\..‘ >
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dittion ; but what have thef¢ mafters in buffoonery, a¢
well as proficients in blafphemy, offer’d to us in the room
of the true fcripture do&trine of a Trinity in Unity ? In
reality, nothing which will ftand the teft of good fenfe,
or 1s agreeable to right reafon. Such as have fuppofed
the Son and the Spiritto be different names, or to be
two faculues, attributes, properties, or powers of the
Father, have run into a fcheme, which, if it was true,
the {cniptures might be faid not to be wrote with good
fenfe ; fecing it would be ftrange, in narrations of falts
and in the courfe of reafoning and debate, to fpeak of the
Son and Spirit in the firongeft language of perfonality
that can be invented, if they were only perfonalized by
bold metaphors, high allegories, or ftrong figures of
fpecchi.  But the abettors of this {cheme are not thofe
whom I principally have regard to; I chiefly refpect the
parons of the Anan herefy, who make the Sen and the
Spirit two creatures. Thefe fons of darknefs contradict,
in the moft daring manner, the fundamental doétrine of
natura! and revealed religion, that there is but one in-
fiaitely blefled God ; for they fuppofe two creatures to
be true and praper Geds, or to have all the charalters of
divinity, except fuprcmacy, independence, and neceflary
exiftence; and {o endeavour to graft upon Chnftiznity
the Heathenith jargon which it was defign’d to militate
againft, tha- though there is but one fupreme God, there
may be tuhordinate divinities : They moft irrationally
allow, tha: creatures may be employ’d with the fupreme
God, in creating the world, or in bringing all things be-
fides then:felves:into being out of nothing, and fo runin-
to the %h ateft of abfurditics, in fuppofing created crea-
vors : They kkewife follow the Genules, who were vain
in their unaginations, and whofe foolith hearts were fo
darken’d, as ta worfhip the creature befides the Creator,
who is God blefled for ever ; for though they gicgrail:!

] the
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the Son apd Spirit into the rank of dependent beingyy
yet they offer up to them fubordinate worfhip. It
certain, from reafon and feripture, tha¥ man could never
create himfelf, but that he is the preduct of the fuprerne
being, who by his providence fuftains him, and by s
bounty fupplies his wants, and confequently that he 18
obliged to live to the glory of theAuthor of his being,and
_is accountable to Eim for the acticas of his liie : in this
there is nothing hut what is agrecable to the higaeft
reafon, yet fucl. is the infatuation of the afferters
of the fufficience of the light of nature, that they re-
je&t this rational do&trine, and pretend, that God did
not make man for himfelf, is not concera’d about: }
breaking his laws, and that he is not accountable to .
moft high ; fo that the living God muft be fuppofer’ .o
be an indolent being, not minding what thofz who are
the product of his bands do,in contempt of his authority.
If thefe things are duly confider’d, 1tis as infolent asit
is erroneous, in the patrons of reafon, to ftand up for
the fufficience of it in matters of religion. However 1t
may be in others, it is apparent, that it is greatly deba-
fed in thefe muddy creatures, who will not make ufe of
the common helps that are thrown in their 'way, to
guard them againlt- the moft grofs abfurdities.  They
come under the judgment which Mofes, by coramiffion
from God, threaten’d thould come upon Ifrael, in cafe
of difobedience, when he faid, * ¢ The Lord fhall ftrike
thee with madnefs, aad blindncfs, and aftonifhiment of
heart ; and thou fhalt grope at noon day, as the blind
gropes in darknefs, and fhalt not profper in thy ways.”
'T'ho’ reafon improved by revelation proclaims, that the
fupreme God 1s our Judge and Law-giver, that there s
but one living (zod, who is our Creator, and who is to
be worthipp’d by us, and that in him we live, move,and
have

* Deut. xxviii. 28, 29,



24 Of the Infufficicacy of

have our being, and to him muft give an account of our
attions ; yet [h*? {hut their eyes againit what hght they
might havc, in their ftate of ftadty and rmpcrfc&r)n,
and go about to palm upon the ignorant, fuch irrational
ftuff § as this, that there is a caufz prior to the ﬁr& cauie,
that che idependent fovercign is himielf cependent,
that creatures may be fubordinate deities, dependeat
creators, to be worlnipp’d with inferior divine wor-
fhip ; that ke who fits at the head of the empire
of providence, has- brrught into being rational crez-
tures, which he made not for H.mﬁu- and wi.ich are
not accountible to him.  Let the pleaders o7 the
fufficience of reafon of it felf, without rcv laticn, to be a
guide in religion, bluth, when they fhew it to be fo in-
{uﬂicmnt in thgmf‘!ves, in boltrg cur fuch glining ab.
furdiziss; and iet them no lcn.m*r..humc to themielves the
*itle of men of reaton,when realin s funk © low 1 them.
““her we think ca the irratiomal things they amufe
themfelves with, we cannct but fee how God is fecretly
pleiling his own caufe, even by cheir foily 3 they receive
ROt {h= truth n tie love of 17, and Le 1 mc‘omgnt gives
them cver to ftrong delulions. 1 thar they are fund of
the mo& fo-felefs figments, wic - appear I tie garb of
Rovelty : When r‘u., threugh poce, Ty up thar own
reafon, to the ijarigement oif fcnpture, ey are fedt
to dote upon 1fational vaniics, w: .Ch are adifzrice to
that very reafon, which they ixbour, by uncue methods,
to advance toa heizht to which it can never juitly be
raifed.
The treacheras betravers of revelaticn, who ftand vp
for the fuificience of prturai religion, would not epjear
{o

§ I2m na cancern™ wwhether gl theie varadoxes have beer fir(d
by any one aiv: cate 1r che suficisvce ot reaize, it is encough, if eact. has
been maintain’d by any of the antifcriniural fatticn, who yet call taem-

felves Chritlians.
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to rensunce the Chritan du@rnine, which they really
give up inco the hands of the Daiils, ts implicable
encmics, and therefore they pretend to give fuil and
diret proof of the futhaence of human reafon in matters
cf rehigwn, from fenpture tledf. Had there been fuch
proof, it mult have been own’d to have been ftrangs,
tor thea {oiptare would have declared itfelf not to have
been abfusily neceilary fur the ufes of men; but the
cale 1s tir irom bewng whart thele usaccurate  blunderers
would give aut.  They appear only to have caft their
eyss on fome pafliges of facved wnt, and to have
lad hel’ of them, as in found, feeming to countenance
their caufe, but not to have confider’d the texts they
briag in connexion with the context.  In their manaer of
quotng fcripture, they imitate exaltly the father of hes,
who, when ke tempted the God of truth manifefted in
the feih, <ited fonpture only te curtail it, and to wreft
it from its genuine fenfe.  Therr arguings are jo mean,
that a perion almoft needs pardon who goes about to
anfwer them ; however, let us fee what they have to fay
to keep their wretched caufe in countenance, and to fence
off conviction from themfelves.

It is infolently faid, * that the do&trine of the fufhaence
of human reafon is the do&trine of the apoftle Peter, who
faid thus, + with refpett to Cornchus, * Of z truth I
perceive. that God is no refpecier of perfens ; but,
every nation, he thatfears iy, and works righteouf-
nefs, is accepted of him.” From hence this ftranze in-
ference is drawn, that it appears, that,in every Icathea
nauon, they who follow’d the light of their natural rea-
fon and confcience, fear’d God ; whence it tallows, that
in the judgmeat of the apoitle, every Heathen, by the

Light of natural reafon; had a fufhicient guide to lead him
to

® Plea for Human Rzafon, p 49, §o. .
g Adsz. 34, 33,
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to the religious fear of God. Now nothing can be more
contrary to the apoftle’s fenfe than this: He did not
fpeak of Heathens, who were left to the bare light of
nature, being able, by the help of that,to fear God ; bus
he own’d his conviion, that falvation by Chrift was not
to be confined to the Jewifh nation, but was to be made
known to the Gentile world. Cornelius was one of good
report among the Jews, or one who was profelyteto the
Jewith religion, but was not circumcifed, being one of
thofe who were called profelytes of the gate, and fo he
had the fcriptures of the Old Teftament to inftru& him,
and was not left to the bare light of nature. Befides,
when he, under fome doubt pray’d for illumination, he
was dxrc&cd by anangel appearing to him te apply him-
felf o the apoftle Peter for inftrulion, whichis a certain
cvxccncc that his natural light was nota fufficient guide :
Erobabxhty the thing he defired to be inform’d in,
ruth of the Mcﬂiahﬂup of Jefus of Nazareth
bccaufc, when Peter came to inftra@® him, * he dcclarcd
Chnit’s fupreme Deity, or that he is Lord of all ; he af-
ferted the truth of his refurre&ion, of which he had been
an eyc-wntn:fs having eat, drank, and freely converied
with his nfen Mmtcr, and he thew’d him, that this Jefus
who died, rofe, and revived, was o-dain’d to be Judge
of the quick and dead. Thefe were things whica ths
light of nature never tzught, yet they were matters 1n
which the great apoftle thoughtit was neceflary to inftruct
Cornelius and his friends. A man muft then havea very
odd turn of head, who can bring himfelf to fancy, that
Peter judg’d the hOht of nature was fufficient to guide
thefe whom he mﬁm&ed in things above it, into the re-
ligious fear of God. Had the cafe been fo, Corngiius
would not have nceded to have been direfied by an an-
gel 1o fend for Peter, o order to fhew him what it was
‘that God would have him ta do. We

|

® Adsx 35, 41, 420



- —
— e ——  —p— = —— - - —  —— -

- Natura! Religion. 27

We are toid *, that feeing the apoftle Paul 1 bos de-
clared, that glory, honour, and peace, would be to every
oae that works good, to the Jew firlt, and alfo to the
Gentile, it follows, that the law of reafon, by which they
were to be finally judged, was a fufficient guide in mat-
ters of religion and falvation, to tholeswho knew rot the
gofpel ; but it is amazing, that fuch mafters of reafon
could not fec; that the apoftle here fpoke of fuch Jews
and Gentiles as had reccived the Chnftian faikh ; for he
intimated as plainly as words cculd do it, *hat the perfens
he had mentia:’d, Jews as well as Gentiles, were to be
Judged, as to their fincenity, or the fecrets of their hearts,
according to the § gofpel which he had preach’d. Whe-
ther it was from the ftupidity of thefe perverfe difputers,
that they could not fee this, or whether it was through
their knavery, that they would not fee it, 18 not eafy to
be determined ; they may choofe which they pleafe.
‘The apottle had not refpe to fuch as knew not the gof-
pel but te fuch as had received it, sod made a profei-
ton of it 3 and it is mere ignoranc: to tike him as own-
ing the light of nature to be a fuficient guide, as well as
great conceit, to put off fuch blundering ftuff for argu-
oent.

It is further § plexded, that the fame apoftle $ Paul
has fad, ‘¢ He that comes o God muit beheve that he
a, and that he is the rewarder of fuch as diligently feek
him.” From hence a conclufion is drawn, that if rea-
fon, or the law of nature, has the fanction of reward{ and

isthments annex’d to it, it muft follow that it i a fu-

ent. guide in matters of religion. Thefe deceivers,
when they urged this text, took care to fupprefs the
words immedaately p-ovoding thofe they have alledged,

® Piea, &c. p. 0, 1. + Rom. ii. 10. § 1bid. v. 26.
$ Plea, p. 55, 58.  § Heb. xi. 6, :

E “ Without
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* Without f:ith it is impoflible to pleafe God ; > in
which it is moft certain, ‘the apoftl: meant faith in God,
as reconciled in and through Chritt, and faith in Chrift as
a Mcdiator, which is«a thing not known by the light of
nature.  Withous faith in Chrilt, it is not poffible for a-
ny to be acceptabl@to God 5 for whoever comes to him,
£ as to meet with a kind reception, muft believe that he
is a juft and holy God, and as fuch can only reward his
fallen creatures, who diligently feek him, in and through
a Medutor, 'on the account of his merit, and not on the
account of any fancied defert in them ; {feeings they are
Jo far from laying him under any obligation by what their
hands can find to do, that they would ::ot be able to an-
fwer for the fins that cleave to their beft performances, if
he was to deal with them as an abfClute God. - |
To take notiee but of one thing more, the fufficience
of reafon to be man’s guide, is * urged, from the wife
kingSolomon’s + declaring,that God madc man upright :
but this truly great matter of reafon knew better, for he-
declared it to be the refult of his long and diligent fearch -
after wifdom, that reafonis not a futficient guide,by rea- -
fon of man’s apoftacy from God, by which it is corrupt-
ed : his words are 3 ¢¢ This only have I found, that God.
made man upright, but they have fought out many in-
ventions.”” ‘The latter part of the words the antifcriptu-
ral tribe have fupprefs’d, as if they could not quote ferip-
tore in a vay dificrent from tne author of evil. God
made man upright, his under{tanding was without finful
defe&ts, but in Kis primaeval ftate his reafon was.not a fof--
ficient rule, for he needed inftruflion from God 3 the
cafe ef his pofterity is worfe, their reafon is depraved and -
corrupted ; they not only ark ignorant of many things,
but they are prone to follow etrors, to run into dange-

¢ Dles, &, 53, + Ecclef, v_rii. 29,
rous
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rous miftakes, and to plsafe themfeives - wkh many idle
inventions ; among which this is not the keaft pernicious,
that finfu! creatures thould have the impudence to affert,
that reafon, or the light of nature, in their prefen: flate,
s § fuiicicnt guide to them in religous matters.. :

The APPLICATION.

Seeing pride iz at the bottom of all the oppofition,which
is made to the sevelacon afforded us by Gody and feeing
it is this makcs vain and conceited men cry up reafon as
8 perfect rule, to the difparagement of revelation, it can-
not be an unfeafunablke admonition to proieflfed Chaflians,
nay, toal who pretend to be fearching 2fter truth, to ba
caref: 'iow they give way to a proud conceit of their
own underftandings.  The high thoughts which creatures
have entertain’d of their own intelle@ual abilities, have
been the fource and fpring of all the apoftacy and rebellion
againft the moit High, which we have been acquainted
with. Whatever was the particulzr {in, which occafica’d
the thrufting of Satan, and all the legions of the heaven.
3y hofts, which banded under his enfigns againit the
Higheft, & is pretty certain that it took its nfe from
Fnde. This we may ezfily gather from a paffage of the
apoftle Paul, wherein he fprcfcribes X as a ftanding rule,
thar a bithop, or paftor of a gofpe}-churck, muft not o
a novice, which is not fo much meant of ore young in:
arears, as of onc who had newly taken up a profeflion of
the Chriftran faith, and was but raw ia the knowledge of
the do&rines of revelation y the reafon 1 why a paftor

.ought not to: be a novice 1, ¢ Leit being hfted up, or
blown up, with pride, he thould fall into the condemna-
tion of the devil™ If prie was the caufe of the devil’s

1+ 1 Tim. M. i€.
E 2 con-
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condemnation, it muft be twifted with his fitft fin. It
was 2 proud imagination, that they could make their
condition better, than that in which the wifdom of a be-
neficent Creator had placed them, which drew a great
number of the potentates ¢f heaven to rife in rebellious
arms againft the God from whom they received their
being ; and it was a vain defire of being higher than they
were made by the fovereign Lord of nature, that engaged
thoufands of arigels in impious league again® their King,
for which they were caft out of heaven, and are doom’d
to fpend etérnal ages in woe and pain ; they are ncw
fuffer’d to range about th- world, but fill they are, as
it were, in chains ; but, at the lalt and the great day,
they will receive fulnefs of torment, and, being fhut up
in hell, they will groan for ever under the weighe of al-
. wighey vengeance, which will glorify it feIf in punithing
them -for their pride and rebellion. It was alfo pride
which was the fource of the woe we ieel, by reafon of
the fall of our firft parents. It does not appear, from;
the feripture accournt of the {rft apoftacy of man, that
the devil could plant any tc.npration on our progenitors,
till he had blown them up to a proud conceit, that they
could make their condition happier dian it was, by tranfr
grefling the law of their Creator.  Whea the tempter *
attack’d our genera! mothier, as he endeavour’d to woik
her up to an 1magination, that it was through eavy thag
God debar’d ber hufband and Ler trom. eatng, the frui
of the tree of knowledge, lefk they fhould be ke him in
knowledge, “he labour’d to raife pride in her,; by affuring
her, that if The once tafted of the fruit which the fear’d
tc touch, the fhould tow’r to divinity, or be like Goxi
in knowledge. What he urged was this 3 ** God knous
that in the day you eat of ir,®then yeur eyes fhall be o-

* G i g8,
pen’d,
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3%
'd, and you fhall be as Gods, knowing an
fve{l‘.” It was this fly fuggeftion that made mdrﬁ 3
women look with eager longing eyes on the - fron
fruit, which hung on the forbidden tres ; "and g was
a perfuafion that the fhould rife in knowledge, whicK
induced her, in an evil hour, to reachi forth hér'rafli
hand, to pluck and eat what plunged her mto tuin,
Anditis very likely, by urging the arguments which
the devil had ufed to induce her to undo her felf, chat
fhe prevailed on cur common father to follow™her ex-
ample, out of a vajn conceit of having a part with her
in her imagin’d happinefs, and fo to compleet ‘the Firft
tranigreffion. It muft be own’d, that our ﬁrﬁ;‘.p’al'!:ﬂz
did %ain knowledge by eating the forbidden fruit, but
was knowledge they had better bave been withotw 5 &
was an experimental knowledge of what was evil. T
foon found their eyes open’d ; but what was this to dif-
cover ? It was to fhew them, that their miﬁdt'\trefé,dzr;&'
ken’d, that innocence, which, as a veil had thaded themg
from knowing ill, was gone, that they had loft the image
of their mighty Maker, which before fhon¢ in them, 'In
wifdom and fevere and pure fanllity, that they werc
ftripp’d of their juft confidence, primitive integrity, ofi
ginal righteoufncfs, and native honour, and that théy
were left naked to guilty fhame. This was the unhapp
profpect which prefented it felf to them, when’théy 'ﬁrr{
open’d their eyes to behold evil 5 and this knowledgé
may be faid to be dearly bought, by the lofs of pleafures
and joys, which were fufficient to fatiate théir craving
defires, and would, if they had continued in honour,
have lafted for ever.

Thus we find from fcripture, that pride & felf-fuffictence
have been the caufes of all thd.evils, which havé fofefted
the intellectual world ; of the apoftacy of many thoufands
of the princzs-of light, and of the defection of our firft

| parents,
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‘ , it 'BY,WhSCb fin and woe have been entai’d on us
unhappy pofterity : And when we fee fuch dircful

&ﬂs ing pnde, if we regarc’ cur true intereft,

Erg

3

fhall ®and at 2 diftance from a fin chat is fo affronting

g_s

: t&U‘J‘Eﬁlﬁ‘ to affent to the niyderies of revelation,
Wie they cannot comprehend tiic manner of them ;
when they will not e conteat witiout bring wife

akd !'hin wriiten ; ‘they only follow the example of
‘ qekthat finn’d, and of the firft mfan, who; when

‘

R
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3 10 _honout, continued not, but miade himfe!f and
2ofterity more ‘miferable than the brutes that perifh :
T'z foew they are undet the influzace of that impure
apoitate. Ipirit, who folced their Erit parents to break
tne eovenant with their God, and that they are the true

Bfs of the unhappy pair, who loft their primaeval
» out of a foolith defire of being independent on

God, and knowing more than he thought 6t to reveal. .

dering thefe things, let not us be lifted vp with pride
on the account of our rational attainments, but et us be
humbled from a £ nke of the imperfe&ion of our reafon,
and let & feofe of this imperf-Qics put us apon thinking

on ouf fall and apeftacy fremGod : fet us be thankful thae

weare not left to the dim light of rature, but that we have
a more jure direGtory, in the written 3w of God, than
could be obtain’d by us, if we were left to the guidance
of our own reafon : let us prize and value the feriptures,
which give us an account of our falvaticn by Chritt ; let
us fearch into them, and, with reverence, receive the
Inyfteries which are scveal’d in them, which may be a-
bove ur full comprehenGon 5 but let us never attempt
to be wife above wiat is ritten, by affe@ing to krow
the magle of thofe myfteries which is not reveal'd ; and
}“,‘f’v at all times, be much in prayer to the Helv
Spirity thar Le weuld give us light *ato thofe great things

God. * Whea men ofy up the fufficience of reafon ;.
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of God, which the natural man receives not, but ac-
counts foolithnefs, and which the man of mere radiomi
arrainmernits will never know, becauf: they are l])mtually

difcerned.

Now to the Father, the Sen, and te Holy Spmt, three
divine Pcrfons, but the one King eternal, immortal,
invifible, and the only wife God, be honour and gloxr
afcribed, henceforth and for evermore. Amen,

. 0‘
THE END.
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