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PsALM XLVIII. 2,

BEAUTIFUL FOR SITUATION, THE JOY OF THE WHOLK
EARTH, IS MOUNT ZION, THE CITY OF THE GREAT

KINGC.

o0 Bees

T H1S plalm is one continued and rapturous

celebration of the beauty, fafety, and happi-

nefs of the crurcH; which, by an eafy
figure, is called Mount Zion. This ancient hill not
only poffefled fuperior advantages of nature and art,
but it was the cholen feat of the God of Hrael. Here
his temple was ereted, his worthip was folemnized, and
his favor and glory beamed forth upon the furrounding
country. In Zion or Jerufalem, the types and the fub-
ftance, the leading predictions, narratives, and memo-
rials of the chriffian redemption fucccflively made their
firlt appearance, and thence widely diffufed their blefled
effetts. As Mount Zion was, in thefe refpelts, a ftriks
ing emblem of the church of God ; fo the name of the
one is ufed to defignate the other, in its Jewith, evangeli-
cal, and glorified ftate. As the New-teftament church
is eflentially one with the Old, yet far exceeds it in
~ gloty ; fo the honorable epithets, which here defcribe
the latter, are eminently true of the former. Well

therefore may chriftians adopt the exulting invitation,
which
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which this pfalm addreffes to all, whether friends, ftran-
gers, ‘or enemies to Zion, to come and take a full fur-
vey of her regular and magnificent, her firm and dur-
able ftruGure :—WaLk abouT 710N ; Go ROUND
ABOUT HER j TELL THE TOWERS THEREOF ; MARK
YE WELL HER BULWARKS ; CONSIDER HER PALACES }
THAT YE MAY TELL IT TO THE GENERATION FOL-
LOWING ; FOR THIS GobD 1s ouR GOD FOREVER AND
EVER.

We propofe to apply the defcription of the text to
the cHurcH oF CHRIsT, or to the colleGtive body of
his vifible difciples, and thofe fmaller focieties, of which
it is compofed.

A fubje& of this kind eminently correfponds with
the folemnity of the paft week, and with the pious er-
rand of our Fathers to thefe weitern fhores. As the
difcourfe, delivered on the late Ordination,* pointed ug
to THE Rock, the ftrong and immoveable foundation,
on which the church is built; {o our prefent attention
is directed to the order and beauty of her fuperftruc-
ture, or to her excellent principles, inftitutions, and
manners, and their happy effe&ts. If the people of
America juftly glory in their wife and beneficent polit.
ical conftitutions ; with how much greater reafon may
the citizens of Zion exult in the heavenly conftitution,
the divine maxims, the infinite bleflings of the Mefliah’s
kingdom ! How peculiarly does it become you, my
brethren, who belong to the firft, and in fome fenfe the
parent church in America, and who have juft received a
new Minifter of Zion; how much does it become you,
at this affeCting moment, to lofe the politics, the wars

and

* Viz. the fermon preached by Rev. Mr. Frence on Matth.
xvi. 18. ¢ On this rock will I build my church,” &ec.
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and revolutions of earthly States and Empires, in an Ob-
ject infinitely more ftable and fublime ; in the tranfcen-
dent glory of that KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE MOV~
£D, and to which, as chriftians, you are fupremely de.
voted! You will therefore give your devout and im-
proving attention, while we contemplate the church,
firft, as BEAUTIFUL FOR SITUATION ; and fecondly, as
THE JOY OF THE WHOLE EARTH.

Beauty, when predicated of any work of nature or
art, intends a juft and delicate proportion of its feveral
parts ; which gives a pleafing order and harmony to the
whole. In this cafe the more diverfified or complex
the prodution, the greater is the delightful effett.—
The vifible creation, by uniting perfe& correfpoadence
with infinite variety, prefents an unrivalled fcene oi nat-
ural beauty.

The church of God exhibits analogous, and even fu-
perior beauty. In her we behold a more diverfified,
harmonious, and compicte difplay of the divine charac-
ter. In the redemption «.f Zion we {ec a manitold and
unparallelled combination «f majefty and condefcenfion;
of juftice and mercy ; of wildom and erergy; of ten-
der and free, yet pure and aw ful benevolence. We fee
a vaft affemblage of different caufes and agents, of jar-
ring counfels and meafures, of apparently contingent
and difcordant events, ultimately harmonizing in one
glorious defign. 'We fee all parts of nature and provi-
dence, all the great movements of tae political and mor-
al world, with the fucceflive revelations, as well as werks
of God, from the beginning t¢ this day, evidently form.-
ing and fulfilling one grand fcheme in favor of Zion.
In the oracles of God, commitied to the church, and

containing her conflitution and laws, we behold afton-
E ifhing
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tthing diverfity and feeming confufion in point of
method, matter, and ftyle, fecretly moulded into one
regular and perfet whole. 'We behold hiftory and
prophecy, dotrine and precept, threatening and prom-
He, thrown together with apparent negligence, yet each
wornderfully fuited to the moral education and improve-
ment of the ehuarchy in the feveral periods and circum-
{tances of her exiftence,

In the early ages, her divine Founder and Guardian
inftruéted and protected her in a fpecial or miraculous
way, fitted to her infantile {tate. He alfo wifely taught
her in a gentle and gradual manner, by a feries of types,
predictions, and promifes. The Mofaic economy en-
larged and fyftematized this mode of inftruction. It
eftablifhed a pompous but fignificant ritual, adapted to
the genius and circumftances of the Helrew nation.—
‘This ritual, in connexion with cerrefponding and im-
preflive difpenfations: of providence, tended to guward
that people againft heathen idolatry and fuperftition ;
to keep them perpetunlly diftinét from all other nations ;
to preferve among them, and thus maintain in our
world, the knowledge and worthip of the true God ;
to remind them of great divine deliverances, and of the
duties thereby enforced ; to teach them morai purity,
repentance, and obedience, by emblems {trongly ad-
drefled to their imaginations and fenfes ; and above all,
to carry forward their faith and hope to the difpenfa-
tion of the Mefliah, and to prepare them and furround-
ing nations for his predicted appearing.

How beautiful the fituation of God’s antient church,
when viewed in thefe lights! What honor was hereby
refleted on her piviNE conpucTOR ! What provifion
was made for the improvement and welfare of her
members ! But
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. But the luftre of the Jewith church fades before the
fuperior excellence of the chriftian, as the dilcipline and
attainments of childhood are loft in the nobler concep-
tions of manly age; or as the twinkling ftars vanifh be-
fore the rifing fun. The tranfcendent beauty of the
Gofpel Zion appears in her do&trine, difcipline, worthip,
and manners.

Firft, in her pocTRINE. The prime article of chrif-
tian faith, on which the church of Chrift is built, and
by which it is eminently diftinguifhed froin the infidel
world, is the belief of one SupreME Gob, manifefting
higafelf to finful men in the glorious perfon and redemp-
tion of his Son. = The reftoration of a fallen world by
the free grace of God through a Mediator, is the center
and fcope of the divine counfels, revelations, and works
refpecting our apoftate race. An obfcure but fufficient
affurance of this reftoration, made to our guilty progen-
itors, was the bafis, on which the church of God was
early ere®ted. The redemption of Chrift, revealed in
the gofpel, has perfetly fulfilled and illuminated this
antient predi¢tion. The dotrine of redemption, there-
fore, by a crucified yet victorious Savior, is eminently
the faith and glory of the gofpel church. This doc-
trine, viewed in all its connexions, embraces the whole
fyftem of chriftian faith and pradtice. It holds up, in
the moft complete and impreflive light, the chara&ter
and law of God ; the perfon, office, and benefits of
Chrift ; the ruin and recovery, the duty and deftination
of man.

It is one main excellence of chriftianity, that all its
parts, however various, meet in one conneted and beau-
titul fyftem. Its doétrines are mutually and clofely re-
lated, Its practical precepts are intimately united with

cach
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each other, and immediately grow out of its do&rines ;
whi'e its peculiar ceremonies are lively reprefentations
anc enforcements of both. Thus the do&rines of hu.
man depravity and mifery, and of falvation by the
mercy of God, the atonement of Chrift, and the fan&i-
fication of the Spirit, direétly illuftrate and confirm
each other, and compofe one harmonious {cheme of
truth, From thefe combined truths immediately refult
the duties >f evangelical repentance and humility, faith
and hope, gratitude and love, obedience and joy.—
While a cordial belief of the doftrines produces a fer-
vent praltice of the correfponding duties ; the acqgifi-
tion or progrefs of one chriftian virtue aflifts the attain-
ment or improvement of another. Love to God, grat-
itude to the Savior, and a pious imitation of both, beget
and nourith chrifian kindnefs, meeknefs, and ufefulaefs
to our fellow men ; while both thefe kinds of virtue at
once fofter, and are promoted by that humility, felf de-
nial, and fuperiority to the prefent world, which the

golpel en, ms.*
Now

* This connexion between the feveral branches of our religion,
efpecially between its doétrines and duties, while it prefents one
diftinguithing proof of its excellence and divinity, claims the un.
ceafing and careful attention of its profeffors and teachers. The
moft lamentable errors and mifchiefs have arifen from a difpro-
portionate or exclufive zeal for certain parts of chriftianity, de-
tached from the fyftem at large. This has frequently led one
defcription of its votaries to magnify orthodox opinion at the ex-
penfe of a gofpel temper, to make faith {fwallow up charity, good
feelings {upplant good works, yea an ungracious, malignant
z¢al for the doétrines of grace to blaft the genuine fpirit and fruit
of thefe very do&trines ! It has led fome to lay that ftrefs on the
appendages, which is due only to the fubftance of religion ; to

confine their heads and hearts within a fmall circle of favorite
fpeculations,
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Now fince thefe fpeculative and pradtical principles
form a confiftent and excellent plan ; fince they give
the- higheft glory to God, and the greateft comfort and
perfection to man ; it follows that the open avowal and
propagation by them by the church, muft clothe her
with fingular beauty and dignity. They prefent her to
view a¢ embracing the nobleft truths, and promoting
the beft of caufes ; as courageoufly adhering to, and

even glorying in thofe doftrines, which to a proud and
| depraved

VAP

f;eculations, exprefﬁonsﬁ_allfi‘foulxds ; and to fufpeé; yea ‘poﬁtivzg
condemn, as an ignorant or unconverted heretic, every chriftian
brother or preacher, who fteps over this circle. But fuch perfons
fhould remember that as chriltian divinity is one regular and im-
menfe whole, .0 each part has its claim on the evangelic Inftruc.
tor ; that by duly attending to any one branch, he really befriends
and enlzcrees 2ll the reft, as conne&ed with it 3 that he cannot de-
clare the whole counfel of God, if his difcourfes be limited to a
f=w darling topics ; that he eannot do juftice even to the docrinal
part of the gofpel, without largely explaining and urging its cor-
refponding precepts ; and finally, that it would be as abfurd te
charge him with making light of certain truths, merely becaufe
he dees not interweave them with every fermon, as to infer that
the compilers of the Weftminfter Catechifm did not believe in the
depravity of man or the fatisfaction of Chrift, becaufe they do not
notice them in every anfwer, but exprefsly mention each, only in
one anfwer out of an hundred and nine ! -

T'o avoid this difgraceful and pernicious éxtreme, anothber clafs
of believers feem fond of confidering chriftianity merely as a
moral or practical {yftem, enforced by the aflurance of a future
ftate. They confider ¢irtue as the end and fum of the gofpel 3
and think the pradice of it fufficiently fecured by the precepts of
our religion, which enjoin, under fo awful a fan&ion, the higheft
moral attainments. But this extreme, though more refined, is
perhaps equally dangerous with *he form:r. It equally feparates
what God and the nature of the thing have joined together. While
it extols chriftian precepts, it frips them of their main light and

life
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depraved world are a ftumbling block and foolithnefs ;
and which in al} ages have drawn upon her the perfe.
cuting fcorn and malignity of open or pradical infidels.
The continyed pofleflion and exhibition of thefe heav-
enly truths, efpecially in fuch circumftances, encircle
the gofpel Zion with a celeftial radiance. They caufe
her, like the inhabitants of Gothen, to dwell in a re-
gion of light, while the reft of the world is covered
with darknefs.

SECONDLY,

life and force. Though we grant that thefe precepts fet before
us a fublime pitch of virtue, we infift that the peculiar do&rines
of the gofpel, and thofe only, dire& and oblige, encourage and
enable us to praife it ; and that if thefe were fet afide, the lead-
ing duties enjoined would have no obligation mor meaning. Itis
generally agreed that chriftian duty may be fummed up in love
to God, o Jefus Chnft, and our fellow men. But this love
neither is nor can be excited merely by the precepts enjoining it :
but it is produced and nourifhed by a cordial belief of thofe doc-
trines, which hold up the proper objecs and incitements of it, or
which exhibit the true chara&ter and relations of God, of Jefus
Chrit, of our human and chriftian brethren. While thefe doc-
trines make us fee and feel our correfponding obligations, they
prefent motives which conftrain us to fulfii them, and convey
thofe divine influences, comforts, and hopes, which render our
obedience not only praticable, but fervent and delightful. They
alfo give to our moral obedience a new and evangelical com-
plexion, by conneding it with a decp impreflion of our ruin by
fin and recovery by grace, by infpiring it with a proper refpe to
the revealed holinefs and mercy of God, to the wonderful media.
tion and example of the Redsemer, and to the promifed fuccours
of his Holy Spirit. Is it not evident that chriftian piety and mo.
rality muft rife or fall, as thefe principles, which fupport and ex-
alt them, are regarded or negledted I——Thoit who would fee,
in a full and convincing light, the important influence of thefe
truths on praftical religion, are referred to Evaxs on the chriffian
tempery or to WILBERFORCE’S practical view, &e,
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SrcoNDLY, the chriftian church is beautiful in her
coverMMENT or difcipline. Her polity, if 1 may fo
fpeak, combines the energy of monarchy with the high.
eft erjoyment of liberty. She is THE CITY OF THE
6rE LT King. THE SoN oF Gop, who poflefles a
divize fulnefs of wifdom and power, of juftice and
godnefs, is her anointed Sovereign ; whofe perfect
ctara@ter ftamps all his laws and proceedings with ms
variable reftitude and beneficence, and fccures the great-
(t happinefs and glory of bis empire, and of every
raithful fubje&. The laws of this King are fummed up
in LovE ; that love, which devotes each citizen of Zion
to the higheft good of the community. This law of
benevolence, like that of gravitation in nature, by add-
ing harmony to variety, conftitutes the beauty and feli-
city of the church. Every open negle&t or violation of
this law by any of her members, every inftance of con-
dué& unfriendly to her purity, honor, or peace, is a pro-
per obje of that ecclefiaffical difcipline, which Chrift
has eftablithed. Such difcipline is equally neceflary
and beautiful. It is enjoined, not only by the chriftian
Lawgiver, but by the facred voice of charity ; which
requires us to feek the reformation of offenders, and
the general welfare of Chrift’s kingdom, by admonifh-
ing or rejelting diforderly and fcandalous members.
In this way the church is purged of its drofs, and made
to thine with a purer luftre.

The government of the chriftian church derives fhll
farther beauty from the free and generous principles,
which pervade its original conftitution and regular ad-
miniftration. Though it be in fome degree a theocracy,
us its form was inftituted, and its firft minifters appoint-
ed by Chrift himfelf ; yet the New Teftament clearly

authorizes
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authorizes the brethren at large to choofe their ordinary
teachers and other requifite officers, and, in conjunétion
_with them, to manage all their governmental concerns.
A fpirit of brotherly union and equality ftrongly marks
the principles and manners of the primitive church,
The apoftle reprefents all her members like thofe of the
human body, as intimately connefted with, and mutually
dependent on each othet ; as having a common fympa-
thy and care for one another, and for the whole ; info-
much that the higheft and moft important members
need, and fhould thankfully accept the co-operation of
the meaneft. Agreeably, the laws of this kingdom uni-
formly inculcate a fpirit of mutual condefcenfion, of ras
tional candor and freédom: They forbid every en-
croachment on the rights, every invafion of the con.
fciences even of the weakeft believerss They prohibit
chriftians either from affuming or fubmitting to lordly
domination, and make it their facred duty, as well as
privilege, to ¢ ftand faft in the liberty, wherewith Chrift
hath made them free.”

. Thus the church, by eftablithing the join' reign of
liberty and order, of charity and purity, and by fecur.
ing thefe bleflings under the pratetting and foftering in.
fluence of an Almighty King, prefents a matchlefs fpec-
tacle of beauty and glory.

 THIRDLY, the worsHIP of Zion is beautiful. Even
the retired homage, paid by a devout individual to hiz -
glorious and beneficent Creator, is a moft rational and
noble employment. It jmplies and ptomotes a beauti.
ful harmony of mind and conduét, with the chara&er
and relations both of God and of man. The lovely
nature and effects of devotion are unfpeakably height-

ened, when a large number of dependent and focial
beings
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beings aflilt in the oblation ; when they render to God
and religion their united and public honors, and
ftrengthen their pious and tenevclent affeCiions by the
force of mutual fympathy and example, How proper
and beautiful is it for men, and efpecially for chriftians,
who are linked together by fo manv des, to affociate
for the purpofes of picty, which conftitutes the firft of
human dutics and enjoyments ! Such devovt ombina-
tions arc ftrongly di€tated by the regards we cwe to
God and ourfelves, io our fellow chriftians, and ihe
furrounding world. Agreeably, nature and reafon, as
well as revelation, have ever taught menkind to fet
apart certain portions of time for the public offices of
religion. The appointment of a weckly fabbath for
this end is coeval with creation. It held a diftinguifhed
place in the moral, as well as ritual, code of the Jewith
church. The chriftian LorD’s pay ftands on the fame
general ground, and is recommended by new and very
affeCting confiderations.

How lovely and venerable is that gofpel worthip,
which publickly celebrates the wonders of creation and
redemption ; which proclaims and enlivens our thank-
ful devotion to their glorious and benevolent Author ;
which aids the fpiritual intercourfe of believers with
their abfent Lord, and their jly fellowthip with each
other ; and thus trains themvup for the perfe@t worfhip
and fociety of Heaven ! How pleafing and improving
to every good underftanding and heart muft be the re-
ligious obfervation of that Day, on which the great
Founder of our faith arcfe from the dead, confirmed
the divinity of his charaler and the fulnefs of his aton-
ing merit, abolithed death and the grave, fubverted the
empire of Satan, confounded the devices and hopes of

F his
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his enemies, fealed the future refurre®ion and triumpf
of his friends, and laid the fure foundation of a glorious
and everlafting kingdom of righteoufnefs and joy ! How
amiable and delightful are thefe peculiar chriftian or-
DINANCES, which, in a fimple and eafy, yet raticnal and
{ignificant manner, bring heme to our minds the great
facts and benefits of the gofpel, and confirm our correl-
pondent duties and engagements ! How beautiful and
animating are thofe united prayers, confeflions, and
praifes, which the children of Zion prefent to their God
and Redeemer in his fan&tuary ! How excellent is the
inftitution of the EVANGELICAL MINISTRY, of learned
and faithful chriftian inftructors ; who explain to our
underftandings, and enforce upon our hearts, thofe di-
vine truths and precepts, which, under the promifed in-
fluences of the Holy Spirit, make us wile, good, and
happy, both for this world and the next !

What fingular luftre do the fervices of the chriftian
temple derive from a comparifon with the antient Jewifh
worfhip ! The ceremonies of the latter were numerous,
obfcure, and burdenfome ; the former are few, exprel-
five, and fpiritual. 'Thofe were comparatively ¢ weak
and beggarly elements,” the rigid and painful difcipline
of ¢ a {chool-mafter,”” adapted to rude and untoward
children : #hefe are liberal and manly exercifes, fuited
to the more refined and mature ftate of the church.
They are ¢ fpirit and life ;> they quicken and nourith
our fouls, without dazzling our fenfes, terrifying our
imaginations, or exhaufting our bodies.

At the fame time, thefe improving fervices combine
the powerful charms of order and wariety, The well
conducted worfhip of a chriftian fociety, attending the
{everal public offices of their religion, exhibits a piture

of
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of fimple decorum, refrefthing diverfitv, and delightful
correfpondence. The beauty of this ipeltacle is thus
forcibly defcribed by Dr. Watts, in his paraphrafe on
this plalm—
Let ftrangers walk around the city where we dwsli ;
Compafs and view thine holy ground, and mark t.c building well ;
The order of thy houfe, the worfhip of thy court,
The cheerful fongs, the folemn vows 5 and make « fair report.
How decent and how wife ! how glorious to behcld !
Beyond the pomp which charms the eyes, or rites adlorn’d with
ggld | *
FourTHLY, the gofpel church alting in charaQer, is

beautiful in het MannNers. Her amiable virtues, like
a bright mirror, exhibit the genuine fpirit of her 1 o-
feffion, and the happy influence of her dorines and in-
{titutions.  As the churches of Chrift are called holy,
on account of their vifible feparation from the world
and confecration to God, and the eminent exprefhons,
motives, and means of fan&ity, which their calling im-
plies ; fo real and exemplary holinefs fhould be their
conftant livery, their great and wunceafing purfuit.—
They thould feel themfelves feleted, and placed ¢ as a
city on a hill,”” on purpofe to fhow mankind the nature
and beauty of chriftian virtue. They fhould vizw them-
felves as ¢ golden candlefticks,” intended to contain and
widely diffufe the light of evangelical holinefs. Hovl-
NESS To THE LorD ouglit therefore to be confpicuoully
engraven on their foreheads ; it ¢ fhould be written on
their heads, their hearts, their lips, their hands, and all
their poffeffions.”” By their good converfation they
fhould mark out and recommend to all behclders the
way to heaven ; and thus become ¢ the falt of the earth,
and the light of the world,” On the one hand, they

{hould

FThefe veries are originally in fhort metre, two lines of whici make
ene of the above.
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fhould evince, by their example, that the chriftian fpirit,
far from renouncing or difparaging, cherithes and im-
proves the amiable connexions, duties, and enjoyments
of domeftic and civil fociety ; that it renders men better
and happier, as citizens of the prefent world. On the
other fide, they fhould hold out experimental proof, that
the leading principles, objects, and manners of the chil-
.dren of Zion are eflentially different from thofe of the
world ; that chrifians, as fuch, are fubje&s, not of an
earthly, but of a heavenly kingdom ; that the fervice,
approbation, and final enjoyment of their divine King
conftitute their great employment and felicity. With-
out this open and praical difplay of the chriftian tem-
per, a fociety of profefled believers contradifts and de-
feats its own faith, government, and worfhip ; it expofes
itfelf and the caufe of religion to public contempt.

But how alluring is the afpe& of a gofpel church,
when arrayed in all the beauties of holinefs ; when the
image of God, of Jefus Chrift, and of Heaven, confpicu-
oufly fhines forth in the practice of her members! Such
a church is well reprefented by a woman cLoTHED
WITH THE SUN. She appears comely by a participa-
tion of the divine beauty. She refembles ¢ the New
Jerufalem coming down from God out of heaven, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her hufband.”” Whilea -
church of this defcription eminently honors her Lord,
his moral perfetions and laws, by exhibiting a fair copy
of each ; fhe greatly recommends her own charalter
and profeflion, and fpreads the faith and love of the
gofpel in the furrounding world.

The lovelinefs of a chriftian fociety, ating agreeably
to its profeflion, is heightened by this circumftance, that
amiablenefs is eminently charateriftic of the gofpel fpi-
rit.
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vit. Our religion is remarkable for enforcing the gen-
tle and ufeful, rather than the fplendid and glaring vir-
tues. It aims to foften our hearts into tendernefs and
fympathy, patience and forgivenefs, and at the fame
time exalt them to the nobleft efforts of alive, extend-
ed, unwearied beneficence. It gives due direftion and
nourifhment, encrgy and perfeverance to natural fweet-
nefs; generofity, or activity of fpirit ; while it radically;
though perhaps not perfely, changes fuch difpofitions
and habits, as are rough and unfocial, fluggith or malig-
nant. Thus it imparts to its votaries the foul and the
fubftance of amiable fentiments and manners ; which
furround them with a beauty unfpeakably more real
and impreflive, than nature and art, without chriftianity,
can poffibly beftow.

How pleafing is that fociety, whofe conduét breathes
nothing but “love, joy, peace, long fuffering, gentle-
nefs, goodnefs, fidelity, meeknefs, temperance’! What
beauty and dignity appeared in the primitive church ;
when her minifters and members glowed with the fpirit
of mingled piety and charity ; when the cares, fervices,
and even worldly goods of each individual were cheer-
fully devoted to the relief and benefit of the whole
body; when mutual and general edification was the
undivided objeét of purfuit, and center of union! Sure-
ly every perfon of a found underflanding and moral
tafte muft be charmed with their hiftory, as thoufands
then were with beholding the original. Let me recite
to you one fpecimen of their amiable manners, and of
the effett produced on furrounding fpeftators. The fa-
cred hiftorian tells us, that ¢ the multitude of them that
believed were of one heart and of one foul ; that none
of them called any thing which he poffeffed his own; that

they
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they all continued together, and had all things com-
mon ;* that they fold their pofleflions and goods, and
parted them to all men, as every one had need ; that
they remained ftedfaft in the Apoftl=s’ dotrine and fel-
lowthip, and in breaking oi bread, and in prayers ; that
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and vif-
#ing from houfe to houfe, they did eat their meat with
gladinels and finglenefs of heart; praifing God, and
having favor with all the people; and the Lord added
to the church daily fuch as thould be faved.” When
we read this account, we do not wonder that the per-
fons and the religion of thefe early chriftians were ob-
jeéts of general admiration ; and that the charm of their
picty and goodnefls, under the divine blefling, allured
multitudes to join themfelves to ihielr commurion,

The fame beauty of holinefs adorned, in a good de-
gree, the firft fettlers of Wew-England.  What ardor
for ¢ivil and facred liberty, what noble facrifices, labors,
and fufferings in the caufe of humanity and religion,
diftinguithed thefe hercic adventurers ! They were not,
indeed, wholly free from that fpirit of fuperftition, en-

thufiafm,

- % When wé commend that community of goods, which the
primitive believers adopted, we mean to praife that difinterefted,
fraternal, and public :qfe&ion, which diated this meafure, and
rendered it, in their peculiar fituation, as convenient and fafe, as
it was honorable. We ulfo admire that benevolent and pious
fpirit, which prompted our Fathers te copy this early chriftian
pattern. But we think they erred in rigidly adhering to this, as
the ftahdard of their common and civil tranfations. Their en-
tire-community of worldly property, though nobly intended, did
not well accord cither with the propenfity of individuals, or the
happinels of civil focicty ; and accordingly, after prodacing many
ferious evils, ;ive place to a more wife and cqually chriftian pol
icy. See Belknap’s Biography, vol. ii. p. 270, &c.
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thuflafm, and intolerance, which then pervaded the chrif-
tian world. But, as an eminent and truly liberal writcr
obferves,* ¢ their religious enihufiafm, confidering the
principles, on which it was founded, and the ends, te
which it was direited, far from being a teproach, was
greatly to their honor. For no great enterprifc for the
honor and happinefs of mankind was ever achieved
without a large mixture of that noble infirmity.”” He
adds, ¢ their imperfeftions were as few as any mortals
have difcovered ; and their civil policy was founded on
wife and benevolent principles, on revelation and rea-
fon.”” It is peculiarly pertinent to fubjoin, that their
ecclefiaftical and religious hiftory is, in general, a beau-
tiful difplay of primitive chriftianity, with relpe&t te
doétrine and worthip, to difcipline and practice.

Their pocTRINE equally magnified the riches of di-
vine grace, and the authority of the divine law. While
it aflerted the holinefs of God and the depravity of
man, divine fovereignty and human dependence, juftifi.
cation by the atonement of Chrift, and fanétification by
the energy of his Spirit ; it alfo required and encouraged
the exercife of faith and repentance, with a diligent ufe
of appointed means, on the part of the finner. Ac-
cordingly, the piety of our Fathers was ftrongly marked
with a fpirit both of humble reliagce and dutiful ac-
tivity.—~While their places and modes of worsHIP Were
ftrangers to that earthly pomp, and thofe artificial incen-
tives to devotion, which nourith a carnal and fuperfti-
tious fpirit ; they obferved every chriftian ordinance
with a plainnefs and decency, a ftri¢tnefs and fervor,
which fuit the worfhip of Him, who is a Spirit, and
claims to be worfhipped in {pirit and truth.

— Their

* Mr, (now Prefident) Apawms, on the Canon and Fcudal Law.
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Their ecclefiaftical GOVERNMENT united liberty with
order. It fecured to the brotherhood of each church
the privilege of choofing its own officers, of admitting
and cenfuring its own members, and of regulating, in
conjunétion with its elders, all its internal concerns.
At the fame time it furrounded this liberty with power-
ful checks, in the mutual dependence and refponfibility
of the feveral churches ; in the due authority and" in-
fluence of pafters and councils ; in the ftri& rules and
vigilant {pirit, which guarded the general conduct of
each church, and which efpecially fuperintended the
admiffion and behavior of its feveral members.—As
the refult and crown of all, the MANNERs of our an-
ceftors {trongly exhibited 2 fpirit of humility and broth-
erly love, of fimplicity and diligence, of juftice and phi-
lanthropy, of fortitude and felf denial, of fervent yet
rational piety. Many of them were eminent patterns
not only of chriftian devotion, but of all the perfonal
and focial virtues.  Their firft magiftrates and politicians
were at the fame time ornaments and pillars of the
church. Their civil and chriftian profeffions mutually
fupported and adorned each other. While their politi-
cal or literary eminence added luftre to the church of
Chrift ; their religion gave peculiar force and beauty
to their civil charadter and meafures. |

How beautiful was the fpedtacle in thofe early days,
to fee governors and great men not only mingling with
the loweft of their brethren at the table of the Lord,
but when neceflity required, leading the public devo-
tions, and adminiftring to the public inftruction of re-
ligious affemblies ! How pleafing to fee their uniform
condefcenfion, integrity, and kindnefs, both towards
their own people, and the furrounding natives ! How

' lovely




[ 21 ]

lovely did our Zion appear, when compofed of fuch
members !

Ler us, my brethren, ftudioufly copy thefe excellent
principles and manners. Let the firft characters for
icience, wealth, and ftation, in imitation of their illuf-
trious Predeceflors, efteem it their greateft honor to be
profeflors and patrons of vital chrthamty Let all
ranks, ages, and fexes in this place join their beft en-
deavors and prayers with thofe of their new Paftor, in
building up this famous and venerable part of Mount
Zion. Let this be their united fupplication RE-
TURN, WE BESEECH THEE, O GOD OF HOSTs ; LOOK
DOWN FROM HEAVEN, AND BEHOLD, AND VISIT THIS
VINE j; AND THE VINEYARD WHICH THY RIGHT HAND
HATH PLANTED, AND THIS BRANCH, WHICH THOU
MADEST STRONG FOR THYSELF. O SATISFY US EAR-
LY WITH THY MERCY, THAT WE MAY REJOICE AND
BE GLAD ALL OUR DAYS. LET THY WORK APPEAR
TC THY SERVANTS, AND THY GLORY TO THEIR
CHILDREN ; AND LET THE BEAUTY OF THE LorD
oUR Gobp BE UPON US. OF OUR ZION MAY IT STILL
BE SAID, THIS AND THAT MAN WAS BORN IN HER ;
AND MAY THE HIGHEST HIMSELF ESTABLISH HER.

G
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PsaLM XLVIiL 2.

. "".'."" :

AVING confidered the church as SeavuTIFUL

FOR SITUATION, We are Now (o conteinplate

~ her as THE JoY OF THE WHOLE EARTH.
- This reprefentation may import, that the church is
. the delight and glory of our wotld on account of hef
fuperior beauty and value § that fhe is eminently the
feat of joy ; and the fource of tran{cendent goed to man-
kind,

FirsT, Zion is the joy of the eatth on accoust of
her beauty and value. As the fpiritual world is far
more excellent than the material ; fo the moral beauty
and worth of Chrift’s kingdom unfpeakably tranfcend
the natural order and magnificence of the vifible crea-
tion. One fantified and immortal mind poffefles more
true glory, reflets greater honor on its Maker, and of
courfe prefents a nobler objeét of complacency, than
the whole fyftem of inferior beings ; yea, than the high-
eft poffible rank or number of intelligent creatures, if
ftrangers to the beauty of holinefs. Since then the
church of Chrift, viewed in its largeft extent, contains
innumerable millions of rational beings, redeemed by a

® | plan
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plan of grace, which advances to the highef} pitch the
glory of God in their recovered holinefs and blifs ; it
may well be ftyled the ornament and delight of the
whole earth. The beauties and treafures of this world
are material, unfatisfying, and perithing ; but thofe of
the church are fpiritual and divine, fubftantial and un-
fading. If the addition of one penitent foul to the
kingdom of Chrift creates new joy even in heaven ; if
the manifold wifdom of God, difplayed towards Zion,
engages the enraptured attention of celeftial principali-
ties and powers ; if the whole frame of inanimate na-
ture is earneftly invited to exult and fing praife for the
work of redemption ; what a peculiar call have the in-
habitants of the earth, for whom this redemption was
wrought, to celebrate its honors, and rejoice in its ben-
efits | What reafon have they to glory in the church,
which publifhes, exemplifies, and carries forward this -
great work of divine benevolence ! \ |
- SEcoNDLY, Zion is eminently the feat of joy. It
concenters all the fprings of human gladnefs. While
it excludes, alleviates, or fantifies every forrow ; it ad-
mits and unfpeakably heightens. every innocent enter.
tainment. It alfo confers a fet of peculiar and {ublime
pleafures ; the pleafures of chriftian contemplation and
faith, charity and hope ; the delights of focial worfhip,
brotherly intercourfe, and a joint participation in the
mneftimable privileges, virtues, and confolations of the
gofpel. By thele divine cnjoyments the church on
earth has an anticipated fellowfhip with ¢ the general
aflembly and church of the firlt born, whofc names are
written in heaven.”” In fhort, a fociety of chriftians,
feeling and acting in charatter, is the moft joyful com-
munity on earth. Far from being, as many fuppofe;

& | the
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the abode of gloom and auﬁerity, the church mmbofoms
all the real and manly joy in the world. |

THIRDLY, Zion is the joy of the whole earth, on ac.
count of the immenfe advantages which it imparts. to
mankind. The church, when firft erefted in the fam.
ily of Adam, and afterward in that of Noah, was emi-
“nently the light and folace of the world. It fhielded
the whole eartl: from: immediate deftrution. It intro.
duced a new order of things, the happy effeéts of which
were ultimately to embrace all nations of men. It gave
~ hope, repentance, and peace to the firft guilty pair, who
reprefented, and then formed the whole human kind.
it fecured to the laft named Patriarch and his feed, the
founders of the new world, the gracious covenant and
benediction of God. It gave birth, prefervation, and
publicity to a long feries of .revelations and providential
falts, admirably fitted for the general inftruttion and
improvement of mankind. Among thefe may be emi-
nently ranked the divine condu&t towards Abraham
and his Hebrew pofterity, in fele®ting them from the
mafs of the world, and placing them in the center of
the inhabited globe, to be the truftees and propagators
of the true religion, and thus an eventual blefling to all -
nations.

The light, thus carly fet up in the church of God
refle&ed many falutary, though fecble rays upon antient
heathen countries.  Both reafon and hiftory affure us
that the world is indebted to the church for its beft no-
tions of theology, of ethics, of laws, of art and fcience
in general ; and even for the firft principle of univerfal
knowledge, I mean, the doctrine of ONE INFINITELY
PERFECT SpIriT, the Caufe and Support of all other

beings. The Eaftern world, where Mofes has placed
‘;5‘ the
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the patriarchal and Jewith church, was certainly the
originzl feat and fountain of knowledge, whence the
moft celebrated philofophers and legiflators confefledly
derived their beft fentiments and inflitutions. It is no-
torious, that thofe portions of mankind, which, in re-
fpe& to time and plece, have lived neareft to the feene
of divinte revelation, have in general proportionally ex-
celled in valuable information and refinement, efpecxally
in juft ideas of religion and morals, Al the antiquities,
particularly the religious hiftory of the pagan wotld,
point to the revelations and fa&ts of the Old Teftament,
as their true and adequate fource. As the {triking mix-
ture of truth and excellence, which pervaded the fyftems
of antient heathens, was evidently borrowed from the
church ; fo the fabulous and abfurd parts of their the-
ology appears to be the degenerat¢ offspring or imita.
tion of her doétrine and worfhip.* ,

| | In

- - —— - -

* To illuftrate and confirm the above fentiments, we fubjoin
the following obfervations.—God’s promife to Adam, and cove-
nant with Noah, were two inftances of an early and uriverfal reve-
lation. ‘'They were alfo attended and followed by circumftances,
which tended to fecure their genergl and permanent influence.
The longevity of thefe diftinguifhed men, in connexion with that
of intermediate Patriarchs ; the peculiar relation of thefe twe to
the reft of the fpecies, with the very interefting fa&s and djfcove-
ries they had to relete ; the account of the creation, the fall, and
the deluge, given by Mofes, tending to imprefs the human mind
with fublime, awful, and amiable views of God, and with a holy
dread and abhorrence of fin ; the further checks given to wicked-
nels by the confufion of languages, the difperfion of mankind, and
~ the abbreviation of human life ; the extraordinary appearances of
Jehovah to and for the perfon and defcendants of Abraham ;
the uncommon removes of his family ; the train of wonderful

providences to the Hebrew nation, from their fettlement in Egypt
to
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In this view, what multiplied and ineftimable benes
fits has the world at large derived frem the church !
From

to the coming of their Mefliah; the eminent obligations and ad-
vantages, furnifhed by their religion, for promoting the knowledge
and fervice of the true God, both among themfelves and the neigh-
bouring gentiles ; the captivities of Ifrael and Judah in Aﬂ'yrii
and Babylon ; the rife of the Samaritan religion ; the tranﬂatnon
and confequent difperfion 'of the Jewith Secriptures ; thefe and
fimilar events muft have produced extenfive benefit to the heathen,
as well as Jewifh world, and probably afforded to both the beft
moral and religious advantages, which their other exifting cir-
cumftances woild admit. | |

This rational dedn&ion is fapported by authentic h_iﬁory i
which affures us that the antient Egyptians and Arabians, Afs
fyrians and Perfians, and even the earlieft Greeks and Romansy
worfhipped One SurremEe Being, and had no trace either of po-
Iytheifm or idolatry. That this pure belief and worfhip wers
fuggeffed by early fupernatural revelation, is proved—r1. by St:
Paul’s declaration, that ¢« the world by w:fdom,” or mere hnman
reafon, ¢ knew not God.” 2. This prime article of religion has
in fa& fubfilted in greater clearnefs and purity in fome ruder
tribes of men, than in very fcientific and polithed nations.—
3. Gentile philofophy and learning, inftead of adding light and
fupport to this do&rine, gradually corrupted and deftroyed it.
4. The greatelt energies and improvements of unaided reafon have
generally landed men in religious feepticifm, or abfolute atheifm ;
ot left them in the groffeft idolatry and vice. §. Thofe few pas
gan philofophers, who believed in Ong iNFiNiT:: MinD, borrowed
this fentiment, by their own acknowledgment, from eaftern tradi-
tion. Indeed, they could not derive it from argumentation ; for
whenever they reafon from vifible effecs, they always infer a plu-
rality of caufes. Whenever they fpeak of a providence, or of
teligious worthip, they refer the one and the other to a multipli-
city of gods.—If their own wifdom could not fully dire& and ef-
tablith them in the firft principle of natural religion ; much lefs
could it affure divine pardon and fuccour, and future everlafting
happinefs, to confcious guilt and depravity, or even to fincere but
defective virtue.—~What firiking proof do'thefe facts and confider-
ations
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From her mankind have received thofe religious and
moral principles, whith are the fource of human dig.
nity

e

ations afford, that all the genuine religious knowledge, virtue, and
comfort, which have ever blefled our fallen race, have flowed
from a fupernatural fource; that the church of God, introduced
and fupported by an extraordinary interpofition, is *“the falt of
the earth, and the light of the world.”

That the fabulous additions, which the heathens gradually
made to the primi*'ve theology, were the corrupt offspring of
early revelation, appears from the following authenticated fads ;
~—that thefe abufes grew up &y degro-- - that they originally refted
on the belief of one fuperior Deity, tv whom they joined fubordi-
hate and mediatorial divinities ; that they aimed to propitiate this
Sovereign Power by animal facrifices ; and taught the frequency of
divine communications. Now each of thefe particulars is a manifeft
imitation of the previoufly eftablifhed doétrine and worthip of the
Patriarchal and Jewith church ; which acknowledged one Supreme
God,and believed in a great Mediator,and in the fubordinate minif-
tration of invifible angelic beings ; which offered animal facrifices
to the Moft High, and received frequent and {pecial difcoveries of
his prefence and will. 'Thefé real difcoveries, made to the church,
gave rife to the bold pretence and eafy belief of fimilar infpira~
tions in the iqagan world., The frequent and undeniable exif-
tence of the former had conquered the great rcluétance of the
human mind to credit fuch extraordinary fa&s; which reluc-
tance ftrongly appears in the incredulity of the prefent age.—-
‘Thus men, in early times, were prepared too readily to admit the
fupernatural pretenfions of heathen law-givers, herces, and priefts.
At the fame time, that portion of truth and excellence, which
their religious, moral, and political inftitutions had borrowed
from early revelation or confequent tradition, gave to thofe infti-
tutions an eafy currency, and in many refpe&s a falutary irflu.
ence.—Thus many things in the hiftory of the world, which have
been thought to difparage the Bible and the Church, add greatly
to the credit and glory of both.

' Many of the above particulars arc placed in a very full and
convincing light, by HarTLEY on man, Leranp and CameneLL

on the neceflity of revelation, and DwicuT on infidel philofophy.
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nity and comfort ; which reftrain from evil, and incite
to good ; which give being and ftability to individuai
virtue and national happinefs ; which, in one word,
form the main diftinGion between the man and the
brute. Charity would incline us to believe that the
traditional notices of truth and duty, derived from an-
tient revelations, however imperfet or adulterated,
might not only contribute to focial order and happinefs
among Gentile nations, but, under the fecret influence
of divine grace, form many individuals to real virtue
and piety ; and thus render them true, though invifible
members of Zion, and heirs of everlafting felicity.

But fince true religion and morality, notwithftanding
the early and fucceflive methods employed for their pre-
{ervation, were gradually extinguifhed by human de-
prayity, both amoeng Jews and Heathens ; it became
“expedient to introduce a more perfeét and general ex-
hibition of divine truth and grace. For this purpofe,
that cLorIOUS PERSON, whefe prediCted atonement was
the foundation and hope of che antient church, and
whofe frequent vifible appearances and ftated admini-
ftration had been her light and fupport, came at the ap-
pointed timme, and took up his refidence in our nature
and world. The intelligence of his birth was juftly an-
pounced by the angel, ar GooD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY
10 ALL PEOPLE. For he came to publith to an infol-
vent world THE YE. OF JUBILBE, THE ACCEPTABLE
YEAR OF THE Lorb. HE WAS ANOINTED TO PREACH
THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR, TO BIND UP THE BROK-
EN HEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE CAP-
TIVES, THE RECOVERY OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND,
THE OPENING OF THE PRISON TO THEM THAT ARE
BRUISED ; AND TQ ©IVE BEAUTY, JOY, AND THE

H GARMENT
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GARMENT OF PRAISE TO THE MOURNERS IN ZION.
The gofpel church, founded by Chrift and his Apoftles,
publithes and maintains in the world a complete view
of natural rdigion. It alfo proclaims a fupernatural
{chcmue of truth and daty, intended to embrace, to hag-
monize, and blefs all the families of the earth ; a fcheme
which, accompanied by the promifed grace of its Au-
thor, gives light to the mind, relief to the conicience,
rechtude to the will, order to the paflions, virtue to the
condu&, and cternal life to the foul. We have abun-
dant hiftorical evidence, that this gracious difpenfation,
in its early periods, exalted human nature from the
depths of ignorance, fuperftition, and vice, to high de-
grees of rational piety, virtue, and joy ; that it formed
its fubjets not only to eminent fobriety, charity, and
devotion ir “eir ordinary behavior, but to unexampled
patience and n.ceknefs, fortitude and triumph, amid the
fevereft perfecutions and trials. In every ftage of its
exiftence, has the chriftian church improved the eon-
dition of the world. While it has diretly promoted
the moral beauty and happinefs of its members, it has
indireltly meliorated the charalter and ftate even of
fome mahometan and pagan countries. While it has
rendered millions of chriftian individuals, efpecially in
private and domeftic life, fteadily good, ufeful, and
happy ; it has greatly improved all the valuable in-
terefts of chriftian communities. It has diffufed among
them religious fentiments and moral reftrain*s. It has
excited and aided ufeful inquiries and purfuit It has
appretiated the rights, and enforced the duties . ¢ rulers
and fubjets. It has fubdued thofe paffions, which in-
jure focial liberty and order, and cherithed thofe which
are friendly to both. It has ftrengthened the ties, and

nourifhed
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nourithed the fpirit of humanity and kindnefs, of grati:
tude and fidelity between the feveral clafles of fociety.
By its prefence and influence, its virtues and prayers,
it has fufpended the judgments, and drawn down the
bleflings of Heaven on the furrounding world.

Do any afk ; if the benevolent Founder of the church
intended it to be the joy of the whole earth, why has
i been the inftrument of fo much ftrife and perfecution,
wickednefs and mifery ¢ We reply, thefe evils are only
the accidental, not the natural effe&ts of chriftian prin-
ciples. They originate in thofe corrupt affeftions, which
thefe principles aim to fubdue. If the gofpel had no
exiftence, thefe vicious paflions would ever find fome
pretence for exerting their fury. The real, and even
pretended evils, occafioned by chriflianity, bear no pro-
portion to thofe, which have confeffedly iffued from hu-
man depravity, uncontrolled by this inftitution. Yea,
infidelity itfelf, notwithftanding its boafted liberality and
benevolence, can be far more fuperftitious and fanatical,
cruel and deftrudtive, than the higheft degree of re-
ligious enthufiafm or ecclefiaftica’ bigotry.

Do any farther inquire, why the gofpel Zion, which
was erefted for the general good of mankind, has not
been univerfally extended, or produced a more certain
and happy effe ! We anfwer, this divine conftitution,
like every other falutary provifion, though well adapted
to its end, may be partially obftru&ted, and even per-
verted to evil, by human folly and wickednefs. Had
the advantages, afforded by chriftianity, been fully im.
proved, it would probably long fince have pervaded and
fanétified the world. But its evidence and doftrine,
like thofe of natural religion, are wifely fitted to try
and -difcriminate cbaraters ; and while they convince

and
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ahd fubdue, comfort and fave the humble, ferlous, and
diligent ; they juftly and neceflarily produce an oppofite
effe® upon the carelefs, the proud, and licentious. Be-
fides, as God was not bound to beftow on all his crea-
tures, or ¢ven upon all men, the fame capacities, means,
and degrees of happinefs ; as different grades of perfec-
tion feem requifite to the higheft beauty and happinefs
of the unjverfe ; it might he beft on the whole, that one
portion of our race fhould, at leaft for a time, be cxalt-
ed above the feft by enjoying the fublime difpenfation
of the gofpel. A long period of time, after the firft ef-
tablithment of the chriftian church, might alfo be necefs
fary to prepare mankind at large for the due reception
and full effe@ of this inflitution ; juft us four thoufand
years, after the firft promife of a Savior, wére wifely
employed in preparing the world for his appearance.
Perhaps too the fpiritual and exalted genius of cur re.
~ ligion i5 not imniediately fuited to the low fphere of the
Hottentdt, and fome other rude tribes ; any more than
the tefinemenhts of philofophy are fitted to the tafte, ca-
pacity, and fituation of vulgar chriftians. At leaft, the
plan of divine wifdom may require a certain pitch of
civilization, preparatoty to the ftill higher privileges of
chriftianity. Thofe unenlightened barbarians will alfo
in due time undoubtedly receive thefe previous advan-
tages, as well as the fubfequent bleflings of the gofpel,
from that part of the world, which already enjoys the
chriftian difpenfation. Thus the church of Chrift will,
in every view, become the joy and praife of the whole
earth.

Thefe obfervations feem fully watranted by fcriptural
prophecy, compared with the prefent tendencies of
providence. The uncommon convuifions and revolu.

tions
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dons of this eventful period j the remarkable intimacy
now forming between chriftian and mahometan powers,
and their mighty combination againt infidel philofophy
and delpotifim§ the rapidly fpreading commerce of en-
lightened nations, and the confequent fingular advan-
tages for diffufing knowledge, refinement, and chriftian-
ity through the globe; the unufual and promifing ef-
forts of fome gofpelized countries io extend thefe blef-
finge to diftant heathens ; thefe and many other corref-
ponding events announce the near approach of that pe--
riod, when the gofpel church, like a facred leaven, fhall
penetrate the whole lump of mankind, and thus rerder
the earth one great abode of righteoufnefs and joy.
The ftate of things, in this expefted period, will com-
pletely verify the defcription of our text. Zion wiLL
THEN AWAKE AND PUT ON STRENGTH, AND SHINE
WITH THE GLORY OF THE LORD ARISEN UPON HER.
THR GENTILES SHALL COME TQ HER LIGHT, AND
KINGS TO THE BRIGHTNESS OF HER RIsiNG. lhe
pure luftre of her dotirines, inftitutions, and manners,
and their benign influence on the general condition of
man, fhall exhibit the moft convincing and delightful
proof of Ier heavenly nature and original. Under her
aufpices, rulers and nations fhall beat their {words into
pleughthares,and their {pears into pruning hooks, aid be
cemented into one glorious and happy fraternity. This
holy community fhali enjoy the fpecial patronage of the
GREAT King. It fhall triumph in his equally power-
fal, wife, and beneficent adminiftration. The brutal
and even infenfible creation fhall alfo be refcued from
that unnatural and wretched bendage, to which it is
fubje&ted by the abufe of man and the curfe of God.
It fhall be reftored to its primitive perfeftion and ulfe,
Thus
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Thus the whole earth, with its numerous and diverfified
tenants, fhall participate with man in the happy fruits
of Meffiah’s reign.

But the glory and felicity of Zion will reach theu'
deftined perfetion, at and after the day of judgment.
Then the top ftone of this mighty fabrick fhall be laid.
The enemies of the church fhall then be finally fubdued ;
and all her faithful members, embracing probably a vaft
majority of mankind, fhall be gathered into one fpotlefs
aflembly, and fhall at once adorn and participate the
triumph of their vi¢torious Leader. Then fhall the Re-
deemer fully obtain the joy fet before him ; he fhall be
perfeltly glorified in his faints, and his Father glorifi-
ed in Him. Then fhall the golden age of the world
be eminently reftored. The new heavens and new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs, fhall fpring up
from the ruins of the old. The fpiritual creation, plan.
~ ned in the councils of eternity, and gradually reared up
in the fucceffive ages of time, fhall receive the finithing
hand of its Author. ~Then ALL THE RANSCMED OF
THE LORD SHALL COME TO THE HEAVENLY ZION
WITH SONGS, AND EVERLASTING JOY UPON THEIR
HEADS § THEY SHALL OBTAIN JOY AND GLADNESS,
AND ALL SORROW AND SIGHING SHALL FLEE AWAY.
O blefled confummation! What created mind can
compute the fum total of good to man, of happinefs to
the univerfe, and of glory to God, refulting from this
great work 'of faving love!

From this large furvey of the church we deduee, in
the FIRST PLACE, a ftrong proof of its divine original.
We know that God is the author of vifible nature,
by the traces which it bears of his wifdom, power, and
goodnefs. So the church, by exhibiting the footfteps

or
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or image of Deity, equally proclaims its divine Founder.
The plan of this fpiritual building, the {eleGion, ar-
rangement, and union of its materials and inftruments,
are a wonderful difplay of INFINITE wispoM. Its pre.
fervation and progrefs through fo many diftant ages and
countries, and amid fuch various, unceafing, and power-
ful efforts to deftroy it, the eventual aid and fuccefs it
has conftantly derived even from thefe efforts, evince the
protedtion of INFINITE POWER. The moral beauty and
excellence imprefled on the- doftrines, inftitutions and
manners of Zion, exhibit the PERFECT HOLINESS of its
Framer. The exa& correfpondence of its general hif-
tory, and the experience of each of its members, with
the predittions, promifes, and defcriptions of the Bible,
proclaim the divine origin of beth, as well as the un-
CHANGING TRUTH AND FAITHFULNESS of their Au-
thor. The beneficent defign and tendency of the whole
{cheme, its paft, prefent, and expelted happy effedts,
announce it as the offspring of INFINITE LOVE.-

Could the penmen of the Old and New Teftament,
if uninfpired, have originated a plan fo great and fo
good, as their writings unfold ! Could they have made
all parts of their writings, which were penned in {o ma-~
ny different ages, concur in this defign? Could they
have opened to us a {yftem of divine difpenfations, both
paft and future, meeting in the fame point ¢ Could they
have certainly forefeen a long train of diftant futurities,
and have made them completely fubfervient to a pre-
concerted fcheme of impofture ? Could human weak-
nefs or wickednefs give birth, fupport, and effe&t to a
regular and undeviating effort to reform and fave a de-
generate world 7 Could they exactly foretel the va-
rious obftructions and final fuccefs of the attempt ?—

' If
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If the church of (hrift were founded in fraud or fanati,
cifm, could it be the fource of religious knowledge and
goodnefs, of perfonai, dameftic, and public happinefs ¢
Could it produce a fexdes of fuch excellent chara@ers,
as are recorded in. h\ﬁory ? Could it originate the exalt-
ed fentimients and viriues of Abraham and Mofes, of
David and Paul 5 afpecially the perfe& and tranfcen-
dent charafler of Jasus CHRIST 2~Certainly enthufi.
afm cannot make men fober and intelligent, candid and
peaceable, prudent and beneficent ; nor impofture ren.
der them true; difinterefted, and faithful! Certainly a
God of truth and reftitade would never honor deeep-
tion, as the inftrument of reforming gnd bleffing man-
kind! Thefe- obfervations combine with a thoufand
others, to prove that the Bible and the Church are the
offspring of God. Hence,

8ECONDLY, let the friends of Zion be comferted and
admonithed by our fubje&, amid the prefest declenfions
of the church, and fuecels of her adverfaries. Let them
derive frefh vigor and joy even from thefe events. For
thefe gloomy circumftances are vifibly accomplithing
that great prophetic fyftem, which affures us of the ul-
timate, yea fpeedy triumph of the chriftian caufe. The
dreadful fruits, which infrdel and demoralizing princi-
ples are now producing, and the fevere chaftifement
which they are providentially adminiftring to chriftian
communities, are probably intended by Heaven, as well
as admirably fitted, to roufe and reform them ; to unite
them in a vigilant and fuccefsful oppofition to the com.-
mon enemy ; to imprefs them with new arguments in
favor of chriftianity, arifing from the contrafted char-
aller, fituation, and projets of its enemies and friends ;

and in fine, to mduce the chriftian world, and perhaps
mankind
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mankind at large, to fly from irreligion and atheifm, as
from a mortal peftilcnce ; and to embrace the gofpel,
as the gift of divine benevolence, and the rock of hu.
man falvation. When we behold the King of Zion
thus bending to his great defigns the wrath of men and
devils, thus advancing his own caufe even by their moft
fubtle and pernicious meafures ; can we forbear the
devout and rapturous exclamation, AMEN, ALLELUIA
ForR THE LorpD GoD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH ! In
the darkeft times, what reafon have ¢ the children of
Zion to be joyful in their King !”

While we thus rejoice in the divine patronage of the
church ; let us, with pious humiliation and grief, la-
‘ment her paft and prefent declenfions, which have
marred her beauty, checked her progrefs, and diminifh-
ed her falutary influence. Let us ferioufly attend to
thofe leflons, which her exifting circumftances fuggeft.
Let us carefully inveftigate the caufes of her prefent de.
cline and danger, and the beft means of her defence
and profperity. Let us reprefs, both in ourfelves and
others, that mental pride and levity ; that fpirit of ex-
treme liberality and reftlefs innovation ; that inattention
to the real nature and evidence of chriftianity ; that
cold infenfibility to its peculiar dotrines and precepts,
and to the loud and repeated admonitions of divine
providence ; that ardent devotion to the world ; that
growing diffipation and licentioufnefs of charalter ;
which are among the prominent features of the age ; and
which, united with open infidelity and irreligion, threaten
to fwallow up the chriftian intereft.  As the beft cure
of thefe evils, let us all imbibe into our underftandings
and hearts the interefting difcoveries and motives of the

gofpel.  Let us, with united zeal and courage, rally,
I - round
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round the ftandard of a crucified Redcemer. Let ud
cling to the Lord’s Day and its public folemrities, as
the badge and fupport of chriftianity. Let us, by e-=ry
prudent effort, feek to revive and exhibit that pure
chriftian faith and worthip, difcipline and praétice, which
form the beauty of Zion; and render her the joy and
praife of the whole earth. ~As a principal mean to thefe
ends, let us ever maintain in our churches a learned,
regular, and pious miniftry. This leads us to infer,

In the THIRD PLACE, the leading qualifications and
duties of the MINISTERS of Zion.* Good natural abil-
- ities, improved by general knowledge, elpecially by a
profound acquaintance with theology and ecclefiaftical
hiftory, feem requifite to a diftint conception, a clear
expofition, and a right application of thofe principles,
which fupport, adorn, and edify the church of God.
A true {criptural knowledge of the divine chara&er and
will is at once the food and ornament of Zion. It ren-
ders her a golden candleftick, a cheering lamp to our
benighted world. Her minifters, therefore, thould pe
public mirrors, colletting and exhibiting to mankind
the full luftre of thole truths, of which the church ig
the deftined repofitory. If chriftian paftors are very
deficient in general {cience ; if they be fuperficial or er-

roneous

————

* As thefe difcourfes were provifionally intended for an ordi-
nation fermon, there was a propriety in enlarging upon this in.
ference. 'The feelings of the fpeaker towards the new Paftor and
his flock urged him to deliver it. Their with for its publication,
and the author’s defire to fuggeft to young theologians and
preachers fome ufeful hints, have induced_ him to give this part
to the reader without any abridgment. He is happy in the be-
lief, that the life and muiiftry of his reverend Brother, for whom
thefe hints were efpecially prepared, will furnifh a living expofis
son and enforcement of them.
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‘roneous in their views of religion ; their pretended light
is little better than darknefs. They are blind leaders
of the blind. They can neither defend the purity, nor
fupport the honor, nor extend the intereft of the Mef-
fiah’s kingdom. Inan age' : the prefent, when fo
much wit and learning are fyftematically employed
againft our religion, its public defenders fhould be able
‘to meet and conquer thefe affailants on their own ground.
“They fhould. be qualified to thow that almoft all the ob-
]eéhons againft chriftianity take their rife, not from fu-
perior knowledge or true philofophy, but from an ig.
norant, vain, or corrupted mind. As ftars in the fir-
 mament of Zion, they fhould diffufe the light of gofpel
truth to the beft advantage,” and the wideft extent.
They fhould aim to expound, enforce, and vindicate all
parts of that great {cheme, which the Bible and Provi-
dence are unfolding, and which the future events of
eternity will confummate,

An employment fo extenfive and arduous reqmres a
devout and critical ftudy of the Scriptures. It requires
a clofe attention to thefe publications and branches of
knowledge, which fix the fenfe, confirm the t:uth, de-
fend the propriety, or unfold the beauty of the facred
volume ; efpecially in thofe paffages of it, whofe mean-
Ing, juftnefs, or excellence efcapes the common eye. In
this view, unfpeakable benefit will accrue from a famil-
iar acquaintance with thofe authors, who have publithed
new difcoveries refpe@ting the manners and cuftoms,
the records and books of the eaftern nations.—An ex-
tenfive knowledge of }iffory will give the preacher a juft
and ftriking piture of human nature and life, and a
ftrong practical illuftration of the neceflity, meaning,
and truth of the Bible, A knowledge of ¢ccclefiaftical

| hiftory
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hiftory will help him to difcriminate the primitive faith,
worfhip, and manners from fubfequent human inven-
tions and abufes ; it will enable him to trace the fources,
progrefs, and cure of thefe evils, and the moft fuccefsful
means of defending and promoting the chriftian intereft.
It will teack him gratefully to admire and humbly to
imitate the wifdom and condefcenfion of the King of
Zion, and his faithful minifters of former ages, in fuit-
ing their applications to the different periods of the
church, ‘and to the various capacities and exigencies of
mankind.—A pra&ical knowledge of men, drawn from
2 judicious and paftoral intercourfe with their feveral
claffes, will open to him the moft diret avenues to their
underftandings and hearts; and thus qualify him, under
the divine blefling, to promote the beft good of the high
and thelow, the learned and the ignorant, the finner
and the faint.—In 2 word, to ftate all the doltrines,
“duties, and fan&ions of revealed religion in their proper
order, relation, and importance ; to hold them upina
light fo perfpicuous and impreflive, as may beft conduce
to their proper and faving effet ; is the main duty of
a chriftian inftru®or. This is a fervice unfpeakably
fublme and awful, laborious and difficult, yet equally
pleafant and improving, It demands the utmoft appli-
~catior: of the head and heart, affifted by large meafures
“of divine grace. This leads us to add, that

An experimenial and praftical acquaintance with the
gofpel is highly important to its minifters. This is em-
phaticaily the Wlluminating and vivifying {pirit of their
employment. It would require a volume to trace all
the connexions of perfonal holinefs with paftoral fidel-
ity, comfort, and fuccefs. 'We can only obferve that
the virtuous chara@er of minifters is effential to the
beauty
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beauty and profperity of Zion, as it exhibits, recom-
mends, and diffufes the chriftian {pirit ; as it embodies
the chriftian do@rine, and gives a vifible form, a fenfible
~ and forcible illuftration to its fpiritual principles, its un-
- feen and infinite realities. It alfo publickly difplays
~ that divine energy, which accompanies, and gives effi-
cacy to thefe principles. Certainly thoft miniftrations,
which are a lively tranfcript of the fpeaker’s heart, -and
which are confpicuoufly copied out in his life, muft in-
finitely excel thofe, which have neither of thcle recoms
mendations. The fupernatural -influence, exemplified
in the godly preacher, lays a foundation for fimilar ef-
fe@ts on the hearer. The divine power, attached to
chriftianity, eminently attends it, when thus vifibly fub-
ftantiated and enforced ; when thus doubly preached, by
the eloquence of charater, confirming that of the lips.—
Agreeably, the chriftian {pirit, thining forth in profefors
and teachers,has ever been a principal mean of fupporting
and enlarging the Redeemer’s kingdom. This fignally
contributed to the glorious fuccefs, which crowned the
early preachers of the gofpel. 'While the eminent piety,
virtue, and joy, which they derived from their religion,
operated as a public miracle in its favor ; their chriftian
views and affe@ions prompted the moft active and ef-
feCtual endeavours to extend its falutary influence. The
fame fpirit and condu& in chriftian profeflors and
teachers will, under the great Head of the chugch, pro-
duce Tmilar effeéts in every age. Under the influence
of this idea, let us, who are Members or Mimiiters of
Zion, by our doftrine, temper, and life, cbntinually re-
commend the religion of Chrift, and force an infidel
world to confefs, ¢ that God is in us of a truth.”

BzLovax
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BeELoVED BRETHREN OF THIS CHURCH AND
SOCIETY,

I rejoice with you, that the King of Zion has given
you a new Paftor, whofe views, I am pe-‘uaded, fully
accord with the preceding oblervations. To be an Of-
ficer in the Mefliah’s kingdom, and an inftfument of
promoting its beaaty and joy ; yea to contribute to the
falvation of the meaneft human foul ; is, in his efteem,
a far nobler obje&, than the firft rank in popular ap-
~ plaufe, Icientific fame, or worldly profperity. While

he holds up the gofpel as a vital and practical fyftem,

he will' delight to unfold and recommend thofe doc-
trines of grace, which give life and nourifhment to
evangelical holinefs. He will alfo aim to go before you
in a temper and condu&t becoming his profeflion, and.
thus to exemplify, adorn, and propagate the chriftian
dotrine and fpirit, If you heartily ynite with him in.
this good work, you will have the pleafure and honor
of preferving and tranfmitting thofe excellent principles
and manners, which your Fathers brought into this
wildernefs. |

What fingular motives and examples of pnm.mve
chriftianity does your hiftory place before you! The
fpot, on which your Anceftors landed ; the rock, o
which they firft ftepped their feet ; the place, which
they devoted to public chriftian wortfhip, and in which
their children are this day affembled ; the adjacent bill,
which preferves in its bofom their facred relicks ; the
numerous records and themorials of their virtue and
piety, of their heroic altions and fufferings ; thefe pof-
{efs 2 beauty and force of eloquence, which ought to

reign forever over the hearts of their defcendants, and
hold
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hold them faft to the great caufe of liberty, order, and
religioi The images of 2 CARVER, a Braprorp, 2
WiINsSLOW, 2 BREWSTER, 2 CusumMaN, and many co-
temporary and fucceeding Worthies, feem to rife up
before you ; to fmile with complacency on the tranfac-
tion of the laft week ; and to conjure you and your
new Minifter to fupport that precious intereft, to which

they cheerfully devoted their all. ~
When you look back on the paf# year, what new in-
citements both to religious humiliation and thank{giving
ruth on your minds! On the one fide you behold your
late eloquent, fervent, and exemplary RoBBins added
to the venerable Dead. You feel yourielves called to
unite with the other members of this Commonwealth
in mourning the death, and imitating the virtues of our
late pious and excellent SuMNER. You participate in
the ftill more recent and extenfive forrow, occafioned
by the fudden removal of that FIRST oF MEN, our ad-
mired WasHINGTON. Numbers of you, in the courfe
of the laft year, have alfo felt the arrows of private be-
reavement and diftrefs. But in the midft of thefe judg-
ments, how wonderfully has the God of your Fathers
remembered mercy for this antient part of our Zion !
How diftinguifting was Lis goodnefs in direfting you,
in the firft inft: ace, to the Man, whom he had chofen
as the inftrum atof remarkably uniting your numerous
Society ; in gi ‘ng him liberty to come to you on the firft
Lord’s day, i which you could hear a Candidate for
the miniftry ; in preparing ycur minds to elect him, at
the moment when his employment at the Univerfity
forbad his longer probation among you; and finally,
in crowning the firft day of this new year with the gift
of a new fpiniiual guide to you and your children, with-
in
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in a few months after the death of his Predecefloy! In
the view of this affeting train of events, I truft that you
devoutly join with the {peaker in exclaiming, THis 1s
THE LORD’S DOING, AND IT IS MARVELLOUS IN
OUR EYES. ~

While thefe aufpicious events fill your hearts with
gladnefs ; T muft admonith you to rejoice with thank-
fu'nefs, with fobriety, and with trembling. Remember
that your new Paftor and yourfelves are but imperfe&t
and dying men ; and that death or fome other contin-
gence may foon blaft your delightful expetations.
- While you juftly refpe& and love his amiable qualities
as a Man, his exemplary virtues as a Chriftian, and his
facred fervices as a Minifter ; beware that you do not
place him in God’s ftead ; that you do not reft your
prefent or future happinefs on his relation to you, on
his prayers for and miniftrations among you ; that you
do not content. yourfelves with barely admiring his
gifts, or even attending on his public inftruQtions. De-
voutly look to the King of Zion, whofe fervant and re-
prefentative he is, to crown his labors with nis effeGtual
blefing. In prayerful dependence on this bleffing,
fteadily co-operate with your Paftor, by religioufly obey-
ing the truths he inculcates, by watching over one an-
other with chriftian affettion, and by aéting the part of
faithful fhepherds in your feveral families.

The late memorable day, which has commenced a
new year, has likewife brought us to the threfhold of a
NEW CENTURY. What wonderful fcenes has the clof-
ing century opened upon our country, upon Zion, upon
the world ! During this period, what deliverance, fe-
curity, and glory has our American Jerufalem derived

from the prefence and prote&tion of the creaT Kine !
Gobp
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oD HAS BEEN KNOWN IN HER PALACES FOR A REe
FUGE. FOR LO, THE KINGS AND TRIBES WERE ASe
SEMBLED j ‘THEY PASSED BY TOGETHER ; THEY SAW
AND MARVELLED j; THEY WERE TROUBLED AND
HASTED AWAY. THE HEATHEN AND PERFIDIOUS
EUROPEAN RAGED AGAINST HER 3 HE UTTERED HIS
VOICE ; THE EARTH MELTED:. AS WE HAVE HEARD
FROM OUR FATHEKRS, 50 HAVE WE SEEN IN THE CITY
oF ouR Gop. WE HAVE THOUGHT OF THY LOVING-
KINDNESS, O GoD, IN THE MIDST OF THY TEMPLE.—
The century before’ us feems referved for events ftill
more important to the church of God, and to the hu.
man family. As members of both, as the favored but
degenerate oﬂ'spring of a pious racey; we are admonithed
by the prefent eventful crifis, to ¢ remember from
whence we are fallen, to repent and do our firft works ;”’
to exert our belt efforts and prayers, that our nation
and pofterity may be preferved from the firis and plagues
of the antichriftian world, and may largely participate
in the expeited glory and happinefs of Zion. -O let
the exilting and approaching viciffitudes of human af.
fairs unite our hearts more firmly to that Being, -who
cannot change, and to that caufe, which can never be
overthrown. Let the convulfions, which now fhake
the globe, lead our minds forward to that final cataf-

trophe, which will deftroy every intereft but that of
chriftian piety, and every kingdom but that of the Son

oF Gop. BErHo1Lp, HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS, AND
EVERY EYF SHALL SEE HIM. The rending rocks, the
trembling earth, the blazing world announce his ap-
proach. See rulers and fubjefts, minifters and people,
{tanding on a level before his judgment feat. Then it
will be found, that a hearty ard pratical compliance

K | with
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with his gofpel is the only qualification for the kingdomt
of heaven, is the only fecurity from endlefs perdition.

Let thofe of you, who have hitherto refufed this com.
pliance, be perfuaded by all that is holy in religion, by
all that is folemn in eternity, to begin and ipend this
new year with a new fyftem of feelings and condu¢t.
Let me remind thee, O impenitent, delaying finner, that
the awful fentence, < this ‘year thou fhalt die,” will
doubtlefs be executed upon fome one, at leaft, of this
great congregation. The cheerful opening of this year
has already been fhaded by a fudden and afflictive be-
reavement in one of your families.* If cnly one finful
creature in this audience is to die, during this annual
period ; yea, if one only is to perith forever ; ought
- not the apprehenfion of an iffue fo dreadful to fober
every mind ? Ought it not to roufe each of you to the -
anxious inquiry, « Lord, is it I 7> Ought it not to con-
ftrain you to begin this year with God ; to begin it in
the exercife of gofpel faith and repentance ; to improve
every hour and moment of it in fuch a manner, as will
infure 2 HAPPY NEW YEAR, and a BLESSED ETER-
NITY ?

* After the above was delivered, a fecond valuable member
of the Society, who had attended the morning exercife, was ftill
more fuddenly removed in the courfe of the enfuing night. May

thefe providential warnings, in connexion with the preceding ads
monition, have their proper eﬂ'eét |
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