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LETTER L

My wery dear Friend, .

W O qu:ftions of the greateft importance sre agitated

a: this time ; the firft is, Whether JESUS CHRIST
is vraly and properly GOD ? And the fecond is, Whether
the whole, or only a fmall part of mapkind are intesefed in
hi- dea:h? Thefe queflions being of infinite concern to all,
1 fh.uld wifh to lec them fairly and candidly difcuied, with-
ouvt any pany rage, and with a ferioufnefls becoming fuch 1a-
te.efting enquiries. I fhall now atiend to the 61}, if JESUS
CHRIST is 1t ot GCD, we are guilty of idolatry in worlhip-
Fiaz hio as fuch, and if ke is, they who refefe to ¢ honour
“¢ the SON, even as they Lonour the FATHER,” meft an-
fwer the fame Lefore his bar. Thofe who fee acd feel their
Joft acd vadere conditicr, :nd the amazing ceg:h of the fall,
very cafly fee that vo ore could raife them frem their roined
ft2:2 but GOD, aird that their Savicur muf be a DIVINE
PERSON ; but asthe generslity of thofe who cecy the divi-
nity of CHRIST, ceny the fatal apoftscy of the humano race,
and the recifli.y ot the Saviour’s fuffering tlie ceath cf the
crofs, and fheddisg his blood for the falvation of mankind,
another method muft be purfued for their cenvittion (if they
chufe 10 1c2d) and if that cannot be obtained, it may be of
fervice to confirm the wavering, and fhow the fure foundation
upon which our faith ftand:.

Therefore let us go ¢ 1o the law and to the teftimony,”
and fee if by comparing feriptuses in the Old Telameat, which
certainly fpeak of JEHOVAH, THE MOST HIGH, the
Lord GOD, &c. with thofe in the New, which certainly fpeak
of JESUS CHRIST, we fhall be fo happy as to find the fame
things faid of hoth, for if fo we thall conclude that JESUS is
JLHOVAH, THE MOST HIGH, Lord, GOD, &c. and
1 think be in no danger of being deceived.

The firft paflage 1 fhall mention is Ifaiah viii. 13, 14,
¢ San&li‘'y JEHOVAH GOD OF HOS'I'S HIMSELF, and
¢ let HIM be your fear, asd let HIM be your dread ; and
¢ HE fhall be for a fan&uary, bat fora STONE OF STUMB-
“ LING and ROCK OF OFFENCE to both the houfes of
¢ lfrael ;> Compare this with 1 P:t. ii. 7, 8. * The ficne

which the builders difallowed (which we know to be Chrifi)
the fame is made the head of the corner; and a STONL
‘ OF STUMBLING and ROCK OF OFFENCE.”

The concorrence between thefe two paffages is fo obvious
that one would think this tefimeny aloac {fufficicnt to con.

vinge

(X1
(14



( 4 )

viner the m~71 projudiced that CHRIST it GOD; but a ! .
cord wi'n s iz at asnd.  Uaiah vio 5. ¢ Niice eyes h ve feen
¢« tre Kinz, [RJOVAH GUD OF HOSTS:” Cuapare
this with S | x'h. 1, % Chefe chiags fa'd Efaizas when
« ha 530 ;:“) (rL.)A\Y and (Plk" of HIM ;” aal [ rhini:
we may te ¢ 4m °hat as fiz'ah fpzke of nc trus GOD, >
St. inaa !’_--f;: { CHRIZT JESUS, thereicre CHRIST 13
GOD.

in toeioa xUv. 6. We have another olorions witnels of this
fa~e tromn, *¢ invs {aith JEHOV AH the King of [irael, and
 his X deemoe [EHOVAH GOD O HOSTS, Iem THE
e i‘. 'ni [ 2m THE LAST, and befides ME there is
“ NG A c no: the worde of JESUS much hika
the, ] oy Alahaand D Daega, THRE FiRST and Toil,
o Ld:. §7 Se: Dev. ch, 1. ver, 8, 11, i7. ani ch. . 8.
vrerwithhord, 0 Ukofe thiegs faith THE FIRST aud THE
< LAST, which was dead ani 1s 2iive;” and pray was not
tha: E\'US CHRIST ? See alfo ch. xxii. 13.

Now tarn ¢ fatah xhii. 11, ¢¢ | even [ am JEHOV AH,
¢ and BES'DT3 ME there 15 NO SAVIOUR ;™ compare
tiis with 2 Pero it 13, ¢« OUR LORD 204 SAVIOUR |E-
. bb: CHR!ST.” By the prophzt it 1s declared, that be-

Ir HOV Al there is NO SAVIOUR, aad by the apottie,
¢ jiiHUs CHRIST 1s our SAVIOUR ; thus tien it 1s evi-
czrtthie 1ESUS CHRIST s jJEHOVAH, i.e. the TRUE
L'Te RN YL GOD, for th2 mod awful, facred, and incom-
mrrnicablz rame JKHOVAH is never lpplied to any Crea:ure,

Leeg, us now {ericufly confder that awful paflage in the
Pia'ms, ¢ Th:y tempted and provoked THE MOST HIGH
«« GOD;” (Pl Ixxviii, 55.) and compare the {ame with
the iciema caition of the apoitle Paur to the Corinthians, {1
Corox. 9 ) ¢ Neither let us TEMPT CHRIST, asicme of
** them aito tempted,” and we (hall foon fee that CHRIST
it GOD. or at lea:t that St. Paul theught him the fame ¢:at
David caied THE MOST HIGH GOD.

‘i'ne-e can (carcely be a more ttriking proof that CHRIST
15 GOD than Malachi, b, iii. ver, 1. comparsd with its pa-
tallel fcriptures in the New Teflament, ¢ Behold, I wili fend
“ MY mel{lerger, and he fhall prepare the way before ML ;
‘“ 2nd the Lord whom ye feek fhall fuddenly come to hn
. tu'xpu. ever the meflenger of the covenant, whom ye ce-
¢ lighz i~ ; behold ke thall come, faith JEHOVAH GOD
« OF HOSTS.”

Iiere ycu fee that JEHOVAH promifes to fend HIS mef-
funger to prepare the way bsfore HIM ; now if we tuin to

e
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the new teflamert we fhall find that this meflenger is joba
the Baptit, and this [JEHOV A GOD OF HOSTS is the
LORD JESUS CHRIST.

That the meflenge: fpoken of was John, is evident by our
Saviour’s words, where “peaking of the Baptift he fays, ¢ For
<¢ this is he of whem it is written, behold, I fend MY mef-
“¢ fenger before THY face, which thall prepare THY way
¢ before THEE ;' (Matt. xi. 10. Luke vii. 27. Mark i. 2.)
where pleafe to obletve tnzt the words of JEHOVAH in the
prophet ¢ hefore ME,” are changcd by Charift into the words
¢ before ‘THEE,” fhowing that the ME and THEE are
fpoken of the fame divine perfon.

The angel when he promifed John to Zacharias, ufed thefo
remarkable words of him, ‘¢ And maxny of the children of
¢ Ifrael fhall be tarn to thes LORD their GOD ; aad he fhall
¢¢ po before HIM in the fpiric and power of Elias, o
*¢ make ready 2 people prepared for the LORD : Lukei. 16,
“¢ 37.” and Zacharias 1a bis foag, for the birth of his foe,
favs, ** And thou child fhalt be called the prophet of THE
¢¢ HIGHEST, for thou fhalt GO BEFORE the FACE of
¢« THE LORD, to PREPARE HIS WAYS.” (See ver. 76.)
And did not Joha himfelf oftea declare that oae who came
after him was mightier than he, was preferred before him, &c ?
This one we know to be CHRIST ; therefore it is cvideat,
that if Juhn was to turn maay of the children of Ifrael to the
LORD their GOD, aad to go before HIM, and to be called
the prophet of the HIGHEST, aad go before the face of the
LORD to prepare HIS ways, and to make ready a people
prepared for the LORD; thea is JESUS CHRIST the LORD
GOD OF ISRAEL, and THE HIGHEST.

Which argument I think is both plain sad coaclufive.

There is 2 very remarkable paflage in 1faiab liv. 5. which
one woald think fafficient to prove that CHRIST is GOD,
cven if there was no pacallel text in the New Teflament ; the
words are thefe, ¢ For thy MAKER is thine HUSBAND;
* JREHOVAH GOD OF HOSTS is his name ; and thy RE-
*“ DEEMER, the Holy Oae of Ifrael, the GOD of the whols
¢ carth fhall HE be called.” Now is it mot eviaent that
CHRIST is the Redcemer of his church? Thea is HE alfe
the HOLY ONE of Ifrael.

The apoft'e Paul declares Chri to be the HUSBAND of
she church, for he fays (2 Cor. xi. 2.) «“ For 1 bave efpoufed
you to one HUSBAND, that I may p:cfent you as a chafte
virgin to CHRIST ;” and fpcaking of the marrirge upioa
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(Eokefl. v. 32.) he f{ave, ¢“ This is a great mvftary, but
fusak conce::i~g CHRIST and the church:”” And [ohn the
Raptift fays (S:. Jobm 117, 29.) *“ He that hath the brids is the
bridegroom, tutthe friend ot the brid>gr :om, whizh izandeth
and heareth him, rejoicech greatly becaufzcf the bridegroom’s
voice ;”’ and tee very reafcn which Jefus gave why kis dii-
ciples did not fait, was, chat <he bridegroom was yet with
tkem, but faid that when the brideesnom fh:uld be taken away,
they (houid faft aré moarn (fee Matt. ix. 15, Mak i, 19,
20.) In the pareble of the ten vi zine, CHRIST evidently
intends him'eif by the bridegrecom; \jee M-t xxv.1,5,5, 10.)
acd St. Joha favs (R=v, zxi, 2.) ¢ Anc [ J+hn faw the holy
city New Jerufalem, —;repsred as a biide adorned for her
HUSBAND ; and ooe of 'ne :ngels (sid to him (fec ver. g.)
«¢ Come hicher, L will h-w t--e \hc bride, the 1.mb’s wife.”

May we not venture, up ' viewing thele firikiag teflimo-
nie, to fay with the p-ophe: ifaiel {chap. Ixit. 5.) ¢ Aud as
the bridegroom rejricesh over the b-ide, fo hall THY GOD
rejoice cver thee!” And with the muliitude, Rev. xix. 7.
« et u: be grad and rejoice, a.d gite honour to him; fer
the marriage of the LANIB is come, aad his wife heth made
hefelf ready !

Thus we plzialy feethat foce 1R.3US CHRIST is the buls
band of the chaich, and that hir Muker is her hufband, JE-
HOVAH GOD QOF HO>5'T's, andthather Redeemer fhalil be
called, THE GOD OF THE WHOLE EARTH, HE is
JEHOVAH and the GOD cf the ahole ear.h, being both her
REDEEMER aad her HUSBAND, unlufs we can ‘uppofe
the charch to have two hutbiads, one the eternal ]JEHOV AH,
and thc other a very noble creature, which wou'd be to charge
her with adultery and idolairy, and the feripcures with falfe-
hood and inconfitency.

e next witneffes to the truth of Chrit’s divinity, are

fe paT-ges in the O.d Teftament that fpeak of JEHOVAH

as a SHEPHERD. and thofe in the New that fpeak of Chrift
as the true SHEPHERD, the good SHEPHERD, the chief
SHEPHERD, &c. Dawnid fays (Pfal. xxiii. 1.) ¢ JERO.

“ VAH is my SHEPHERD, I fhall not want,” sad agaia

(Pfal. Ixxx. 1.} *“ Gire ear O SHEPHERD of Ifrael thou
¢ that leadeft Jofeph as & flock;” and Solomon {Eccle. xii.

11.) fpeaks of the words of the wife which are given from

one SHEPHRERD ; and Haiah fays (chap. xl. 11.) ¢ HE (the

“ Lord GOD) fhall feed his flock likea SHEPHERD, ke

¢« {hall pather the lambs with HIS arm, and carry them in

¢ HIS bojom, and fhall geatly lead thofe that are with

young.”’
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young.”” Thefe pafTages and others tht might be mentioned
thow that [E-OVAH is the SHEPAERD ot kis -2k now
Jet us bear what [ESUS faith of himft f, and wtac his apnitles
fay of him ; ¢* | am the good SHEPHER ), the gacd SHEP-
“ HERD giveth his life for thethrep ; | 2m the good SH:! 2-
¢« HERD, and kacw my fheep, and an: kerwn of mive;
*“ and otter theepl have which are not'of this fuid 5 them lf>
¢ [ muft briog, and they fhall hear mv voice ; and there fhall
‘“ be ore fold and ONE SHEPHERD ;” (3t. Johs x. 11,
14, 16 ) thus far the Saviour’s teflimo: y ot himself.

L~t us hear kis aputtles,

The author of the en:lie to the Hebrews {char xiii. zo )
calls our Lord JESUS, ¢¢ Thac GREAT LHEPHERD of the
« h:2p;” [ hooe nore wili tr'ek that CHRIST as 1 a2
was 1'HHE GREAT SHEPHERD, ard JEHUVAH a L5
Sbeplerd, but rather conclude (which feems to br the o« lv way
of reconciling the fcriptares) that JESUS was JEHOVAH
himfelf. Peier f~ys (ia his firit epiftle chap. 3. ver. 25.)
“ For ye we-e as f{lieep going aitray, but are now returncd
¢« un:o the SHEPHERD a-d bithop of your fouls ;" now we
have revolied from GO, ard if we return cver fo much ex-
cept it ke to the MOST HIGH it will be .5 no purpufe, bat
returning to CHRIST as the SHEPEERD 1nd b:fhop of our
fouls is to good purpofe; therefore CHRIST is GTi.

I believe that ¢t will be generally al'oxed that >:. P=rer
in'ends our Lord Jefus Cbrift in thofe wurds (1 Pe. v. 4.)
< And when the CHIEF SHEPHERD thall appear, ve thail
¢¢ receive a crown of glory, that tadeth nct away;” and if
that be granted, fhali we ray :hat JESUS being a m o is the
CHIEF SHEPHFRD, ard JEELCVAH tn: GO that made
all things, a Shepberd onder him ¢ or thar JE.U3 is:JE(IO-
VAH, e GREAT SHEPHEFRD of his people, w:tanefl d as
fuch by the prophets and apoftles ?

Solomon fays in his pray.* 1o JEHOVAH (1 Kirgs, wii'.
39.) * For THOU even THOU ONLY kno:et the
*“ HEARTS of all the childeer of men;” CHRIST fays to
Jonn (Rev. ii. 23.) *¢ And ali the charches halt kayw thue [
AM HE which fearcheth the REINS and HEAR TS ; and
the Evangelift John fays, (St. Joan, chap. ii. 24, 25.) ** B
Jefus did aot ccmmit himfelf unto them, hecaute HE KNELW
ALL MEN, and needed not :hat anv thould teitify of man,
for HE KNEW what was IN MAN.”

ls not the one ¢¢ with whom we have to do” jESUS
CHRIST, whole name is cailed, THE WORD OF GOD?
And is he aot 2 difcerner of the thoughts and intats of the

~ HLEART?
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HEART ? Asnd is there avy creatcre that is not manifeft in
his fight-> And are not all things naked and opened unto his
eyes i (See Heb. iv. 12, 13. Rev. xix. 13.) thea is JESUS
CHR!S T the fame with him who faid, ¢¢ 1 JEIIOV AH fearch
the HEART, | uy the REINS, evea to give everv man ac-
cordirg to his ways, and according o the fruit of his doings,’”
(See Jcr. xvii. 10.) compared with Rev.ii.23.) The apoftle
Peter, was fo corfident that CHRIST was GOD, and knew
a'l things, that he appealed to him for the fincerity of his
hears, faying, ¢ LORD THOU KXNOWEST ALL THINGS,
““ thou knoweft tha:z I love thee;”” (St. Joha xxi. :7.) and
the difciples before had teea fo well conviaced of this, thac
they faid, (chap. xvi. 30.) * Now we are fure that THOU
““ ENOWEST ALL THINGS, and needeft not that any
‘¢ man fhould afk :hee ; by this we believe tkat thou cameft
¢ forth trem GOD.””  Now thea fince GOD alone kaows all
hearts, aud all :53-~+ and fince it is alio evident that JESUS
CHRIST bhad, ard hath the fame omaifcience, I conclude it
is not difficult to grove HIM to be truly GOD from ins
fingle confideration.

Aco.her paffage wcrthy of obfsreating is Ifai. xlv. 23,
and reads thus, *¢ [ bave fwora by MY SELF, That vato
¢« ME every kne: thell bow, every tongue fhall fwear ;”’ this
is the fclemn oa:h of that GOD who coeld fwear by no
gieater, and therefore {ware by HIMSELF ; and the spoftic
Paul cenfiims this fenfe by fayirg, ¢ For it is written, As [
¢ live, (faith the LORD) every knee thall bow to ME, and
¢ cvery tongue fhall contefs to GOD ; fo then every one of
¢ us fhall give account of himfelf to GOD ;”" (See Rom. xiv.
11, 12.) now if we can find that tnis obedience which GOD
iwears fhall be paid 1o HIMSELF thall be paid to CHRIST,
may we pot theace fafely conclude that CHRIST is GOD?
Let u: then bear St. Pau!, he favs, ¢ That at (or in) the
¢ pame of JESUS every knce f .- 'd bow, of things in hea-
‘¢ ven, aad thirgs in earth, and things under the carth; and
¢ that every tongue fhould confefs tha: JESUS CHRIST is
“ LORD, to the glory of GOD the FATHER.” (See Phi..
2. 10, 11.) This exaltation of CHRIST, and the woslhip
paid to kim, would be contrary to the whole tenor of the
sc:ipture, upoan the fuopofition that he is rot GOD ; for fays
tkc prophet, ** JEHOVAH ALONE fhall be EXALTED
¢ in thatduy, and the IDOLS he fhall ucterly abolith ;" (Sce
Ia), ii. 17, 18.) and GOD fays, « [ am JEHOV AH, that is
*‘ my name, and my glory will [ not give to ANOTHER ;”
Liee Maio xlii, 8. and xlvitis 11.) and CHRIST himfelf f;vs. ,

L 1] 4
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s It ie written, Thou fhalt worfhip the LORD thy GCD 3
s¢ and HIM ONLY fhalt thou ferve ;”’ (See Ma:t. 1v. 1c.
Loke iv. 8.) therefore one of thzfe two things muit be, frft,
either CHRIST is GOD, aad to be worthipped as fuch; or
elfe, fecordly, to worthip 4im is idoiatry, and the breach of
the firft command, and to bow the knee to hum, and to con-
fels him LORD, is breaking both the firfl and fecond, though
even all the angels of God are cemmarded 10 worthip him ;
and certainly then the whole human race: (See Heb. i. 6.)
And would God commend both angels and men to break his
law ? Judge ye. . .

It may be worth while jult to mention that glorious paflage
in Pfalm Ixviii. 17, 18. and compare it with Ephef, iv. 8.
«¢ The chariots o Goc are twenty thoufand, even thoufcnds
of angels, JEHOV AH is among them as in Sinai, in the holy
place ; THOU (JEHOVAR) hatt afcended on bigh, THOU
baft led captivity captive : When HE (CHRIST) afcended up
on high, HE led capt.vity captive, and gave gifts unto men.”

Such a ftriking exaétaefs between David’s words o JE-
HOV AH, and St. Paul’s words refpeing CHRIST, more
than intimate the great truth aiready fo fully demonfrated,
THAT CHRIST IS GOD. .

A firikiog proof that CHRIST is GOD, mty be taken
from Zech. xii. 10, whete JEHOVAH fays, < And I will
‘¢ pcur upon the houfe of David, and upon the inhabitants
¢¢ of Jerufalem, the fpirit of grace, and cf fupplications ; and
¢ they fhall look upon ME, whom they have picrced;’” and
the evangelift john tells us that this perfon was CHRIST,
snd after giving an account of the foldier’s piercing his fide,
quotes this very text, faying, * And again, arother fcripture
¢ (aith, They fhali look on HIM whom they pierced .” And
ellfewhere he faith, ¢ Behold he cometh with clouds, and
¢ every eye fhall fee him, and they alfo which pierced HIM ;
¢ and all kindreds of the earth fhall wz:ii hecaufe of him.”
(See St. John xix. 37. Rev. i. 7.) Thus we fee that HE who
could fay, *¢ They pierced MY hands, and NiY feet ;" (Pfal,
xxii. 26.) could alfo fay, ¢* They thall lock upon ME, whom
¢ they have pierced, and they fhsll mourn for HIM as one
‘¢ mourneth for his only fon, and fhall be in bi:ternefs for
¢ HIM asone that is in bitternefs for his firft oern 3’ and
who bas fufficiest power over tke human heart t0 make fuch
a promife but GOD alone?

Shall we juft compare [faish xI. 10, with Rev. xxii, 12 ?
The prophet fays, ¢ Bebold, the Lord GOD wili COME
¢ with firong kand, and his arm fhall rule for Lim, benoid

C HIS
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HIS REWARD IS WITH HIM, and his work before
him.”

And Chrift faye, *“ And behold, 1 COME quickly, and
¢« MY REWARD IS WITHl ME, n give every man ac-
¢¢ cording-as hi+ wark fhail b2."’—D2.-mit me :c¢ acd a third
paﬂ'age, ¢t Say ve to the davghter of Zisn, behold, rhy fal-
¢¢ vatipn cometh ; ; behnld, qu REWARD Is WiiH HIM
$¢ and hi- work te e hlm *o(lat 'xii 1) Thefe rafages
fhew ha:ihe fam: work chat is aferided o the Lood GOD, s
alfoin the fame r.acrer afcribed to R3S CURIST, wnom
we kaow o te 1ae SALVATION ot his | eop.¢, anc is 1t ac:
ev.dent then that Ilivis GOD?

Tae proghet - cmiah, fpezking of the righteses brarch
that God premit? 1y ra‘fe up o David, fave, ¢¢ And thivis
¢¢ therame whe-eny Hel 1 i o caiied, JREHOV AL QUR
¢ RIGH T ZGU SNESS;” see Jei, xxani. 6, and 3t Paal
fpeikr. g of Cariit, fave, * wancof GOD is made unro us
¢ witdemr, RIGHTEOUMNES3, &c.” (1 Co-. i. 30.% and
Ifaiah {zvs, ¢ Suteiy, tha.l ons fay, in VWWHOV AL have |
¢ rishteoufnsls and #rength: ia JEHO\ Al haiallthe
< f.ed ot liraz! b joitaed zed Diail glory.,”  (see chap. xlv.
24, 25.) Can 2ny thiag be poroaor chan that the awful name
]EH()VAH 1s here apphed to CHRIST, who is our RIGH-
TEOUSNESS, of whem 3¢, PPaul fays, *¢ And by him all
¢¢ tnat beiizve are JUs'l iFTED from all thirgs, from which
¢« ye could not be ;UST.FIED by the law of Mofes 2" (See
A&s xiii. 39.)

I bave drawn out this letter to a great leagth, bhut the
impor-ance of the fubje, and the multitude of proofs that
have cccurred to my mind, muit be my excufe. [ am,

Youi’s, &c.

LETTTETR IL

My very dear friend,

HAVE already been 1o hapoy as to ind many paflages
in the ferinrures of the Old Teftament, which evidently
fpeak of JEHCV AH, and fimilar paffages in the New, which

as evidently fpeak of CHRIST ; hcm which I con;lnde
that
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ibat HE muft be GGD ; yet as therc are many glorious texts
not yet mentionz: by me, tending to confirm the fame trutia,
1 fhall proceed to corni:der them, as | bave done the others.

Let os take a view ¢f fome of thofe many paflages in the
Old Teament, where GOD 1is calied a JUDGL, #nd fee
if we can find CHRIST cailed by the fame name in the
New, snd whether he exercifes the fame authority.

Abrab:m faid, ¢ Shail not the JUDGE of all the EARTH:
co righti” (Gen. xviti. 25.) None can fuproie that Abra-
tam meant to addrels any other but GOD 1a behalf of the
So.cmies, ‘

Divid ‘aye, ¢ Ard the heavens fhall d-clare his righte
« cufndds, ior GOD is JUDGE HIMafELYF " (Pfaim 1. 6.)
Aad ag:in h: fays, “ But GOD is the JUDGE:” (Plalm
Ixxv. 7) Ard arzie, *¢Litt up thyfelf thou JUDGE of
¢ 'he earth, render a reward to he proud.” (Pfalm xciv.
2.) Ifaiah fav., ¢« JEHOVAH is ocur JUDGE, JEHO-
VAH is cur LAWGIVER, JEHOVAH is 2ur KING,
HE will fave us.” (lfaiah, xxxitr. 22.) Thefe are fome of
the tex's in the Oid Tellament,  waere GOD is calied a
JUDGE. But before I come to the New Teftament, | can-
nct h-lp jalt mentioning one pallage, which I thick is evi-
den:ly applied to CHRIST (Micah v. 1.) ‘¢ They {hail fmite
the JUDGE of li-ael with a rcd upon the cneex ;' and thus
was the LORD jESUS fmitten.

It is faid (A&s x. 42.) fpeaking of CHRIST, ¢ Thatit is
«« HK which was ordained of GOD 1o ks the [UDGE of
¢ quick and dead;” aad St. Paul, fpeaking 0 Timathv, makes
mention of the crown of righteoafnefs, *‘ Which (faich ne)
* the LORD (which is evidently JESUS CHRIST) the
RIGHTEQUS JUDGE, fhall give me at that day ;" (il.
Tim. iv. 8.) Aud to the Hebrews he favs, ¢ Ye are come
““ 10 GOD the JUDGE of all;”’ (chap. xii. 23.) i. e. te GOD
the SON: as 1s evideat by our Sav.our’s own words, where
he fays, ¢ For the FATHER JUDGETH NO MAN, bat
‘“ hath committed all judgemer: to the SON; that 3ll men
‘¢ fhould honour the SON, EVEN as they honour the FA-
¢« THER ;> and fhould th~y not honour the FATHER as
GOD ? Even foihen the SON. St. james fays (chap. v. g.)
“ Behold the JUDGE ftacdeth before the door;” i, e, is
ready tocome; and we are furc that the coming of the LORD
JESUS CHRIST draweth nigh.

We read in Deat. xxxii. 36, and in Pfalm cxxxv. 14.
“ For JEHOV AH fhall (or wili) JUDGE HIS PEOPLE ;”
and in Plalm L, 4, ¢ He fhall call (0 the heavens from above,

“and



( 12)

¢ and to the earth, that HE may JUDGE his people;”’
and in Hceb. x. 30, ¢ The LORD fbal! JUDGE his people.”
I. Chron. xvi. 33, we read “ JEHOVAH HE comelh
to JUDGE the carth;” the fame we read in Pialm xcvi.
13, and xcviii. g, with this addition, ¢* He fhail judge the
« world with rightevefrefls, and the people with his tructh ;"
which is al'o writien 1n Plalm ix. 8, to which is prefixed thefe
words, ¢ He hath prepared his throne for JUDGEMENT,”
alfo Plalm vii. 8, fays, * JEHOVAH ihail JUDGE thke
¢ people,” and Pialm xcvi. 10, adds * sightecufly.”’ St.
Paul cha:ges Timoiby, ¢ Before GOD, and the LORD
JESUS CHRIST, who fhall JUIDGE the quick aud the
dead at his appearing and his kingdom ;** (II. Tim. iv. 1.)

And St. Peter fpeaks of giviag ¢ account to HIM that is
t ready to JUDGE the quick and the dead ;" (I. Pet. iv. §.)
And St. Joha faiih, ¢* Aad in righteoufnefs HE doth JUDGE
““ and make war; and I heard (faith he) the angel of the
¢ waters fay, Thou art righteous O LORD, which art, aad
¢ waft, asd fhall be, becaufe thou hatt JUDGED thus; and
¢¢ after thefe things | heard a great voice of much peopie in hea-
“¢ ven, faying alleluia; falvation, and glory, and honour, and
¢¢ power untothe LORD our GOD ; for truc and righteous are
*¢ his judgements; for HE hath JUDGED the gieat whore ;”
&c. (Rev. xix. 1, 2, 11. chap. xvi. 5.) St. Paul fays,
¢ Whoremongers and adulterers GOD wil! JUDGE ;” aad
elfewhere bhe fays, * For we maft all appear before the
« JUDGEMENT SEAT of CHRIST, that every one may
“¢ receive the tnings done in his body, according to tha: he
*¢ hath done, whether it be good or tad.” (See Heb. xiii. 4.
Rom. ziv. 1c. 2 Cor. v. 10.) Forsfmuch, thea as it appears
evident, that the charaller of JUDGE is applied to GOD
and CHRIST indiffereatly in the feriptares of the Old and
New Teftament, and we do mot find that we have TWO fu-
preme JUDGES, and farther we find that the FATHER
JUDGLETH NO MAN, but hath committed all JUDGE-
MINT to the SON; therefore it is fully proved, by this
very confideration that CHRIST is GOD; orelfe GGD can-
rot be the JUDGE, for CHRIST is JUDGE, and yet cer-
taialy GOD is JUDGE, i. e. GOD the SON,

There is a paffage in Pfal. xlv. 6. worthy of our notice,
which is, ‘“ Thy throge, O GOD, s for ever and ever, the
‘ fceptre of thy kiugdom is a right fceptre;”” St. Paul de.
clares that this fpeech is addreffed 10 the SON, by GOD the
FATHER HiMSELF ; (See Heb.i. 8.) This one text fo
cxprefs, where the SON is called GOD by the FAT[-}ER

HIM.
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HIMSELF, ought for ever to ftop the mouths cf all that deny
the DIVINITY cof CHRIST, and put aa end to the de-
bate. [t is faid in ISAJAH’s prophefy (chap. vii. ver. 14)
« Behrld a virgin fhall conceive, and bear afon, and fhail
cail his n:me IMMANUEL ;” acd in the next chapter, and
eighth verfe, the Jland of Judea is f1id to be ¢ thy land, O
¢« IMMANUEL;” St. Maubew fays, that when Jefas w s
born, this prophefy refpetir.g the virgin was fulfiiled, and
alfo that the rame EMMANUEL figmfes, ¢ GOD WI1 '
« Us ;” buthow could HE be GOD WITH Us, if KL
was rot truly GOD ?

I fhall now proceed to fhew that CHRIST is GCD, 'y
proviog him to be the CREATOR of ALL THilnG>:
and 1 hope ail will allow that noae but GOD coula CRi-
ATE all thicgs.

It is faid (Ger. i. 1.) ““ In the beginning GOD CR[-
¢« ATED the heaven and the earth.”” Is not the liebicw
word ELOH!M, here ufed, » plural word? And di-d iviofcs
ufc it becauvfe the Hibrew language was barren of fingu'ar
words, cr not? What is the meaning of the 26 h vetle,
“« And GOD faid, Let US make man in OUR image, after
OUR likenefs ¢ Seealfo ch. iii. 22, xi. 7. *¢ Behold 1hs mza
“ i« become as one of us, &c. G to, let us o down, &¢.”

There are {0 maoy paffages in the Old T:%ameur, thas
declare GOD to be the CREATOR, FORMER, aad
MAKER of ALL ihings, that I cannot quote them, nor
need I, as few will difpute GOD’s creating power, bat I
fhall meantion fome paflages thewing that GOD ONLY can
create.

Job, fpeaking of G1d, fays, ¢ Which ALONE fpreaderh
out the neavens, and treadeth upon the waves of the fea :
(See Job ix. 8.) and David fays, ‘¢ Blefled be the Lord JE-
** HOVAH, the GOD of Ifrael ; who ONLY doeth woa-
dious things;” aand again he exhorts that thanks fhould be
given ** To HIM who ALONE doeth great wonders, for
HIS NAME ALONGE i: excellent.” (See Pfalm Ixxii. 18,
cxxxvi. 4, cxlviii. 13.) Thus [ think it is plain that GOV
and GGD ONLY can perform the great wonders of crea-
tivn, &c. What then fays the gofp-l, refpetiog JESUS
CHRIST ? ¢ Ia the beginning was the WORD ; and tae
WORD was with GOD, and the WORD WAS GOD;
the fame was in the begioning with GOD? ALL THINGS
we.e maide BY HIM, sad without HIM was not ANY
THING made that was made. HE was ia the world, and
the WORLD was MADE BY HIM, and the world knew

D HIM
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HIM net, (See St. Jota i. 1, 2, 3, 10.) Thic teflimony
is as ylain and as much to the purpofe as pofficle, yet to
corrcborate 1°, | thall add that of St. Paul to the fame truth ;
fairth he U-ealng of CHRIST) ¢ For BY HIM were
¢« ALL THINGS CREATLD t.ar are iv heaver, and that
€% arein ¢y 1h, vifible, acd invilhi,,  -hether they be thrones
€ or dewinons, cr erie s i, or pow e 3 ALL THINGS
¢« were CREATEHFD 8Y HIOd, and FOR YIM; and HE
¢t is belur- 2} itiwrpe, and LY (JIM ATL THiNGS confiit.”
(See Cn-. 1. 56, :7.) Can zrv doubt now vemain of his
beieg GOD : tie lsid, ¢ My FATHER wark:th hitkerto,
¢ and i we.li;” b Jews vrderilood ¢ 2t faying, < That
“ GOD w-: pis FAI'HER, as making HIMSELF equal
with CCIY; a=d ¢ fa.ber adds, For as the FATHER
¢ yaif \L ©o tne cead, and auickenerh them, even fo the
“« SON gnickencth whom HE WILL.”? (St lohn v. 17,18,
21.) St. johr, in the Reveiacore, fays, *“ And HE :hat
¢¢ {a+ unor. the throre (aid, Bebnle T MARE ALL T:UINGS
¢« NEW ; =znrd he faid unto me, \Write; tor thel: words
“¢ are t;ve 2nd faithful. And he {aid unto me, It is coce; [
“ am Al;ha and Omega, the Bcginning ard ihe bnd.”
(Rev. xxi. 5, 6.) Wten this glorious pevicd fhall come, it
will ro ) ngc' te difpoted, whether HE that fi*~ h on the
threre is GOD or nor, but all fhall worfaip IX.M, faying,
«« THOU art worthy, O LCRD, to rece.ve ginrv and ho-
¢ pour aré power; for THCU hat CREATID ALL
« THING=, ard tor THY plcature they are, and were
“« CREATED.” (Scechap.iv. 11}

I might alio ccmprre thefe pafiages “n the Old Tel-
tarrent, whick frcak of GOD as a 5AVIOUR (which in
number are aboat -eelve) wita thof* in the N.w wrich fpeak
1iediffe er'ly of GuD, ard CHRIST, as cur Saviour;
(which 2re aknut twenty four) -t thofe who ec etk t‘nat
JEHOV AH Gk, ¢ Petidzee ME e ' NO SAVIOUR,”
and ther -kirk how «ber, - xpeefcly, 2nd particularly,
CHRIieT i iled A SAVICUR, OUR SAVIOUR, THE
SAVICUR ¢f th: WOR!D, THE S$AVIOUR of the
EODY, &-. muf} be c~nvinced th.t CHR!LT is GOD.

Icas highly priova e tras Maixl alluded o J¥SUS, where
{peakirg of tie Egeptian: he fovs, ¢ They thail c.v uato
¢ JEHOV AP becrule of the eppe d"o' , and HE fhals ferd
“ them a “AVIOUR an¢ a GREAT ONE, an» LIE fha'l
*“ deiiver toem ;" (Sec chap. xix. 20). And ir appears
evident thst GOD, by the prophet Hofea, iutended HIM,
when ke fays, <« I will have mercy upon the houfe of Judash,

and
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¢¢ and will fave them by JEHOVAH THEIR GOD.”™
Chap, i. .)
( The perhet Ifaiah bas favoured us with many grand
proofs of the divinity of CHRIST, but there is one (above
#il others) that alcae is fully fufficient to prove it; ¢ For
¢ urto us 3 child is born, untu us a fon is given; and the
«¢ government fhall be upon his fhouider, and his name fhall
«¢ e called Wonderfol, COUNSELLOR. THE MIGHTY
¢« GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, The Prince
*¢ ot Prace; of the increafe of his government and peace
¢ there fh.1! be no end, &c.’” (chap. ix. 6,7.) This text is
w~nd, and full ;o the purpofe, and is fimilar to what the
srgel faid to Mary, * Behold thou fhalt conceive in thy
¢ womb, and brirg fortn a fon, and fhalt call his name
¢¢ JESUS ; HE fhall be great, and ihail be called THE
¢ SON OF THE H:GHES!'; asd the LORD GOD
¢ fhull give uato HIM ihe throne of his father DAVID 5
¢ and he fhail reign over the houfe of Jacob for ever, and of
¢ HI5 kiogdom there fhall be no end.” (St. Lukei. 31,
32, 33.) H'S kingdom having NO end, proves HIM
GOD ; for CHRIST’s mediatoria) kingdom fhall end. when
sl thirgs fha'l b: fubdued unto HIM, (Ses 1. Cor. xv. 24,
25, 26, 27, 28.) then GOD fhail be ALL in ALL, toall
eterniy.

There is a grand and noble paflage in Pfalm xxiv. 7, 8,
9, to. which, I think, alludes tc the entrance of CHRIST,
oar forerunner, into heaven iif:17; :ne words are theie, ¢ Lift
¢ up your heads, O yo gates; and be ve life up ye ever-
¢ Jefliag doors ; and the KING OF GLORY fhall come
¢ in ; Who is this KING OF GLORY: JEHOVAH
“ ftrong and mighty, JEHOV AH mighty in baule: Lift up
¢ your heads, O ye gates, and be ye lift up ye everlafting
¢ doors ; and the KING OF GLORY fhall ccme in: Who
“¢ is this KING OF GLORY? JEHOVAH GOD OF
¢ HOSTS, HE is thke KING OF GLORY.” Thus when
our great foreruanck for us entered within the vail, the way
into the holieft of all was manifeft; HE who fought, and
overcame, is now fetdown upon his throne, and from hence-
forth expets that his enemies fhall be made his footflool ;
and furely he will not be difappointed.

Haviog mentioned fo many ftriking proofs of the DIVI-
NITY of CHRIST drawn from the Old Teftameat, com-
pared with the New, 1 fhall here clofe this letter, and fub-
fcribe mylelf, your’s fincerely, &c.

LET-
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LETTER IIL

My very dear friend,

HE more [ confider the fubje& that I have been writing

upon, and the more critically and thori ugh'y that I
fearch the fcriptures, the more [ am confirmed in this glori-
ous trath, that CHRIST is ¢ GOD maaifeft in the fleth ;”
but we may well cry out, and fay with great aftonifhment,
¢« Wil GOD in very deed dwell with meo on the earth?”
Yoo, God has already dweit with men, ‘* The WORD was
“ made FLESH, aand DWELT awcng us, and we beheld
¢ HIS glory, the glory as of the ONLY BEGOTTEN of
¢¢ the FATHER, full of grace and truth; and of HIS
“ fulnefs we have all received, and grace for grace.”” And
be will come agsin to dwell with men upon the earth, whea
that faying fhall be follfilled, ‘¢ Behold thetabernacle of GOD
¢¢ js with men, and HE will dwe!l with them, and be their
¢¢ GOD.” Yoo remember the angels faid to the difciples,
¢¢ This fame JESUS which is taken up from you into hea-
¢ ven, fhall fo come in like manner, as ye have feen him go
¢ into heaven.”

It feems firange to me that any perfoas believing the fcrip-
tures, fhould not be able to find theicin fufficient proofs of
CHRIST’s DIVINITY, to make them believe that HE is
GOD, when even to my underftanding (by far too dull) fo
maay firikiag teflimonies appear, that | am more at a lofs
(from the multitude of them) what to leave uafaid, than
(from the fcarcity of them) whac tofay. ‘That very frik.
ing paflage in Zech. xiii. 7 ‘“ Awake, O fword, againft
¢ my fhepherd, and againft the MAN that is MY FEL-
¢« LOW, faith JEHOVAH GOD OF HOSTS,” fhews
CHRIST to be more thaa mere man, ** Who being in the form
of GOD, tkought it pot robbery to be EQUAL WITH
GOD ; but made himfelf «f no reputation, and took apon
him the furm of a fervant, and was made in the likenefs of
men; and beiog found in fathion as a man, HE humbled
himfelf, and became obedier.t uato death, even the death of
the crofs.”” [See Phil.ii. 6, 7, 8.) Alas, whar an infisite
humiliaiion was this to HIM ‘¢ who humbleth HIMSELPF to
hehold the things that are in heaven, andin the earth !’ [See
Pfalm cxiii. 6.} Thus we fee that CHRIST, by virtue of his
two natures, divine and buman, is with propriety calledFGrgD’s
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FELI.OW, and MAN’s FELLOW, ss faith the apottle, ¢ Bat
s¢ unto the SON he fuith, Thy throae, O GOD, is for ever
¢ and ever; afceptre of righteoufnefs is the fceptre of thy
“ kirgdom; THOU haft loved rightecuinefs, and lgued
¢ iniquity, thesgfore GOD even thy GOD hath amoinved
¢ thee with 1he oil of gladnefs above THY FELLOWS :*
which are men. (Heb.. i. 8, 9.) HE is moft certainly
GOD, ¢ for in H!M dwelieth ALL the FULNESS of
“ :he GODHEAD BODILY: HE is the BRIGHTNESS
¢ of the GLORY of GOD the FATHER, and the EXPRESS
“ IMAGE of HIS PERSON; who upholds all things by the
¢ word ot HIS power, when he had by himfelf pur%d oar
*¢ fins, fat down on the 1ight haed of the MA JESTY on high."”
(fee Col. ii. 9. Heb.i. 3.) The charch *i»s HIS BODY,
‘< the fulnefs of HIM Th AT FILLETH ALL IN ALL : He
¢ that cefcended 1s the xme alio that afceoded up far above
“¢ all heavens, that BE MiGHT FILL ALL THINGS.” (fes
~Evhef, i. 22, 23. iv. 10.) Thus we fee that ALL FUL-
NESS, beih of the GODHEAD aad MANHQOOD dwells in
HIM; HE is not oniy fiiled with ALL the FULNESS of
GOD, but it ALL dwellech in H:M BODILY, which coald
pot be if HE was aot truiy GOD. Aad ke is alfo truly MAN,
83 bas been, and may be fully thewa ; and iadeed is ot dif-
poted. He calls bimfelf * The Son of Mae,” fixty-five
times in the New Tcflamert, and is oftcaer calied ‘¢ The Soa
of God.” Now, if the idea of the two matares in CHRIST
was conflantly atteaded to, we fhosld be at no lofs at all
why he is fometimes calied GOD, and fometimes MAN ;
fometimes fpckea of as GOD’s FELLOW, EQUAL WITH
GOD, and fometimes as MAN’s FELLOW, fabjeQ to and
dependant upcn the FATHER, and saferier to him ; inflances
:@f which might be pieatifally pointed out in the New Tefta-
ment ; bot as the (ubic& of :hefe letters is exprefsly to preve
ghat HE IS GOD THE SON, EQUAL WITH THE FA-
THER, | fhall attead chiefly to that, as nobody, tkat | know
of, denies that HE, as max, iz by matare far infirior to GOD;
and alfc ie the charaller of GOD’s Serwans, as Mediator, Sa-
viour, Redeemer, &c. Aad as doing aad fuffering the will of
MIM that fent bim, he could fay with great propriety, ¢ I
¢ came down fiom Heaven, NOT 10 do MY OWN WILL,
¢ bat the WILL of HIM that SENT ME ; for MY FATHER
¢¢ 13 GREATER than I; the $ON can do nothing of HIM-
¢ SELF, but what ne fccth the FATHER do; 1 can of mine
{ OWN SELF do ncthing, ‘§°‘" (See St. John, vi. 38. xiv.
28
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28. v. 19, 30.) Yet evea in his Jower nature, and iafciii:f
wharader, be hath by his diligence, faithfuinefs, and fufler-
ings, obwised the greateft glory and honor that any Being be-
Jow the Great Supreme ever had. He, as the {ervaot of GOD,
did end {uffered thre will of $1I1S FATHER!- with fuch exa&-
nefs, faithfulacfs, patience and refignation ¢ s Saviour, Me-
diswor, &t. be haah o performed, and will pertorm HIS
PART, that GOD the FATHER bath given ALL THINGS
$ato his hand; hath gives him power over all fieth ; all pow-
®r in hoaven aad carth ; 2l judgment, honor and glory, HE
-uath bighly emalied him, far above all principality and power,
-and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not
‘odly in this age, but aifo in that which is to come. For he
foffercag of doath HE was crowned with glory and honor, be-
hg-msl fomuch bettcr than the angels, as HE hath by inhe-
sitsuce obusinet & more excelleat name than they ; and there
-was givea him denkimion snd glory, and a kingdom, thatall
pooples, vations and langusges fhould ferve thim. His domis
sion (compared with the kingdoms of this age) is an everlaft-
ing dostrinion, aad bis kingdom that which fhall not be de.
ieoyed, One in .8 certvin-place teflified of him, as man fay-
Jog, ¢ What is men that THOU art mimdfal of bim? Or the
fos of man that THOU vifiteft bim? THOU madett bin a
Jinle lower sthan the angel:, thou crownedft /i with glory
awd -honosr, and didft fet bim aver the works of thy hands ;
THOU baft pat all thisgs in futje&ion under is feet ; for
is that he pat all in fubjelion under bim, HE LEFT NO-
THING thatis not put under bim; but whea HE a1 h all
things are put under bim, it is manifett that HE is enceptad
¢ whi¢h did pot all:things uader sim.”” All shie sionithiog
glory, hoseur, ;power, might, dominion, kc..is given 10
Jhim as-the SON of GOD ard MAN, GOD's fervast, HI8
king, the mediator, favioar of mankind, &c. ‘¢ becaufc he
¢ hsth:posred out his foul unto death, &c.”

HE usadertook, for thefe and other glorious purpefes, to
bumble himfelf, and becarve nat ernly inferior to the FA-
THER, bot to awgels, aed even infirior 10 men; fo 2s w0
fay, *¢ | am 8 aerm ana wo max, a rcproach of men, sad de-
¢ fpifed of the people; 3l that fee me laugh me o fcorn,. 8éc.”
ye' GOD the FATHER, as a reward for his humilistion,
Jabours, fufferings, &c. hath exaited, .and will exalt bim as
the foa of man, mediator, king, &c. above ail the priaces of
the earth, above all asgels, above all powers, and duriag the
time of his mediaiorial kingdom will give him the {elc and

éal-
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cniverfal au:hority, d~minion, and power over all mex, éi-
gels, and all things, whatfoever and wherefoever, till he fhsll
have accomplithed the purpofes of GOD, in conRitoti
him mediaior, king, &:. ¢ Then comisth the end, wh
¢ he fhall have delivered up the kingdom to GOD, éven the
«« FATHER ; _ when he fhall bave pat down all rulé apd ail
s¢ gathority and power; for he muft reign (as mediator, %c.)
¢ till he hath put all enszmies under his feet; and when all
s¢ things thail be fab3ued unto him, then fhal! the §ON allo
¢ HiMSELF be fubject unto HIM that pat all things under
“ bim, thai GOD may be ALL IN ALL.” (l. Corl xv, 24,
2¢, 28. _ . »

sHere Zvc fee that CHRIST’s kingdom as the fon of mas, me-
diator, &c. will come to an end, snd confidered as fuch, b¢
wili be {unje@ to th- FATHER; baut sv the SON of GOD
he always was, is, ard ever will be EQUAL WITH THR
FATHER,; ¢ and (as the angel faid to Mary, Lukei. 33.)
« of HIS KINGDOM there thall be NO END.” '

It follows evidently ' {as any unprejudiced believer of the
-Scriptures may fee) that where our)Saviour in the fame dif-
courfes afferts the /aperiority of the FATHER to biw/elf, and
thea immediately detlares HIMSELF equal with the FA-
THER, he muft {peak of himfelf in thofe urfferent charatters,
natares and relations of which I have f{poken, and which the
fcriptares abundantly declare belong to him, viz. GOD,
SON OF THE FATHER, Son of Man, §ervant of GOD,
Media:or, King, &c. 6t. John has preferved many fpeci-
mens of this language of our Lord JRSUS THRIST ; #s for
example (chep. x. 29, 30.) “ My FATHER which gavethem
{she fheep) to ME is GREATER than all, and son¢ is able
1o pluck them out of MY FATHER’s band ;” here he feems
to declare the FATHER’s Juperiority; but then immediately
adds ** [ and MY FATHER ARE ONE.” chap. xiv. abourds
with the fame langoage; *‘If ye had known ME, ye
fhoald have koown my FATHER alfo, and &rom bhence-
forth ye know HIM, and have fecn HIM. Philip faith unto
him, Lord, fhew usthe FATHER, aad it fufficeth us, Jefus
faith aato him, Havel been fo long,time with you, and yet
‘haft thou not knowa ME, Philip? he that hath feen ME, hath
feen the FATHER ; and how fayeft th-u then, S ew as the
‘FATHER? believeit thou not thatI amin the FATHRR,
and theFacher in ME ? the words thae | fpesk unto you | fpeak
not of myfelf, but the FATHER that dwelleth in ME, HE
-doeth the works. Believe me that [ am in the FATHER, and
the FATHER in ME; or elf¢ belicve me for the very‘_works
) e,
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fake. At that day ye fhall know that I am in the FATHER ;
and the word which ye hesr, is not mine, but the FATHER’s
which fent me; 1go uato the FATHER; for MY FATHER
is GREATER than 1.” ({fee ve:fes7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 20,
24» 28.) A very little ateention wili fhow that CHRIST
fometimes here fpeaks of himfelt as GOD, and ONE WITH
THE FATHER, acd thenagain as only fent by the FATHUR,
‘as the fon of man, mediator, and the fe;vant of GOD, to
fresk HIS words, and acccmplifh his work, &c. o chap.
v. there is much of the fame remarkable language ; read from
ghe 11th to the 311 verfe.

CHRIST £ #& «fler « hic equality with the FATHER.
¢« My FATBER WORLKETH bhitherto, ard i WORK.”
The Jews perfelly well underloud him, and ““f vght the
¢ more to kill bim, becasie he cot only had briken the
¢ fabbith, but faid zlfo that GCD was hkis FATHER,
¢« mikirg himfelf EQUAL with GOD.” The fee:c is
tken immediately changed, aod Jefos fpeaks of Mimicif as
the meflenger of GOD, and fays, ¢ Verily, verily, | foy
¢¢ unto yos, The SON can do nothing of HiMSELF, but
¢¢ what HE. (eeth tte FATHER do;’ in this part of tke
‘verfe it would feer that he fpoke of himfelf as having no
power, and therefore fome fay, ¢ He cannot be God, onlets
“ he is slmighty ;" well, he declares himfelf alaiighty in
the fame verfe, and ir the 21t verfe, faying, ¢ For what
¢ things foever HE (THE FATHER) doeth, thefe aifo doeth
¢ the SON LIKEWISE ; for as the FATHER raifeth up
¢ the dead, and quickeneth them, even (o the SON QUICK-
¢« ENETH whom HE WILL.” But pray can asy bat
. GOD do whatever GOD doeth, as for icftance, quicken the
dead at pleafure, &c. I think thofe who would feek for
proofs againft the DIVINITY of CHRIST out of this chap-
ter, moft be in great want of them. But nothing difcovers
the unfairne(s of thofe who are enemies thereto, more than
karping upr:a thofe words of Chrift, ¢ [ can of my own felt do
* nothing ;”’ and thereupon affe-ting that HE cannotbe GOD,
becaufe HE is mot ALMIGHIY; when thete are paflag-
es even in the (ume chapter thewiag that HE IS ALMIGH-
TY, for {ays the SAVIOUR io verfe zg, ¢ Verily, veri-
*¢ ly, I fay vnto yav, The hcur is coming, and now 1s, when
¢¢ the dead fhal! hear the voice of the SON OF GOD, and
¢ they that bear fhall live.” Here he {peaks of HIMSELF
as the SON OF GOD, and EQUAL with the FATHER®
and in the mext words declzres shat HE hath life igEHlM-
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SELF ? ((ce ver. 256.) CHRIST agsin aflerts HIS OM-
N.”OTENCE, contequessly bis DEITY, in the 28th and
2gin veries, faying ** Mervel not at this, (meaning the pow-
er he had to cummuaicate life to ihe cead ia 3 {piritual fenle)
*¢ for the hour iscoming in the which all that are in the graves
¢ {hall hcar HI3 voice, and thall come forth, they th have
¢ ¢one grod, uatv the refurre&tion of lite, and they that
¢ have dune cvii, uato the refurrection of damnacion.’”’ Theie
words p.atnly eanugh prove CHR!517s OMNIPOTENCE,
but many uiher p.flages may be called in, if ncedful, to prove
the fame, as Rev. 1. 8. ¢* | am Alpha and Omega, the begin-
* ning acd ihe encing, faith tne LORD, WHICH [5, and
 WHICH WA, wed WHICH 15 TO COME, the AL-
¢« MIGHTY.” [la this veifs arnd the 4th of the fams
chapter, the very meaning of the name JEHOVAH is
opthicd and predicated of CHRIST ; who isa this and feve-
rai otner pla.es ftiicd the ALPHA «nd OMEGA, the BE-
GINNING and the END.NG, JEHOV AL, that is, HE who
15, and who WAS, and who SHALL BE, sac ALMIGHTY;
as was noticed in my it lecer.

I have mentionci betore that St. John begins kis gofpel by
declaring that, *“la the begiauing was the WORD, and the
“« WORD was with GOD, acd the WORD or LOGOS was
“ GOD; all things were made by HIM, and wi-hout HIM
““ was notany thiog made, that was made; HE wasia the
*¢ world, and the world was made by HIM, and the world
¢¢ knew HIM qgot, &c.”’ aod that St. Paul declares that < by
¢« HIM (Chrift) weie all things created that arcin Heaven, and
¢¢ that are in carch, vifible and invifible, &c.”” Sothat it feems
peifages are not wanting to prove the SON ALMIGHIY
ensugh 10 create a univerfe with allthings therein.

In Plalm Ixxxix. 9, we tead * THOU ruleft the raging of
¢ thefea; wheathe waves thereof urife, thou ftilleft them ;” acd
in Pfalm xcjii. 4, ¢ JEHOVAH on high is migatier than the
¢« noife of many watcrs, yeathar the mighiy waves of the
¢ fca;’ and in Pfaimcvii. 2g. ** HE maketh the florma calm,
¢¢ fothat the waves thereof arc fill ;” and in Jobix. 8, itis faid
of JEHOVAN ¢ which ALONE (or oaly) ipreadeth cut the
** hcaveas, and treadeth upon the wavesot the fea.” Itis ve-
ry evident that the boifterous ocean can be ruled ozly by JIi-
IHHOVAH; winds and waves can only be controuled, and
Luthed to peace by HIS ALMIGHTY LREATH; but we
find that JESUS CHRIST, wten on earth, did all chefe
things, HE trod upon thc waves of tne {ca, agiiated by the
wind, and walked upon the waters as upon dry laad; HE ia
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a terrible florm, srofe snd reboked ihe winds, and raging
of the fca, with a *¢ Peace, h: {till ; and the winds ceafed, and
there was a great calm.” Thefe miracles plainly thewed HIM
to be the ALMIGHTY JEHOVAH. (lee St. Mate. viir
23— 27. chap. xiv. 22——33. St Mosrk iv. 35 41.
chap. vi. 4§, 52. St. Luke viii, 22,0——26. St. John
vi' 16,e=—21.} The Holy Ghot ro doubt intesded by the ve-
1y particular maaner in whch thele miracles are mentione:l
by the Evangelifts, to give us full {atis‘altion of CHRISTs
DIVINITY. Thereis a fet ot miracles mentioned by the
facred writers, as wrought by CHRIST among the inbaéi-
tants of the ocean, pot much lefs atonithing than thofe that have
been mentioned; which great wonde:s partly folfilled Plalm
viii. 8. I mean bhis commaadiog at feveral times fuch 2
womber of fithes to come to the netof hisdifciples, when they
had losg toiled for them in vain ; and at another time caufed
a fith 1o brisg tribute to Peter’s hand,  (Sec Sr. Matt. xvii.
27. St. Luokev, 4, 1t. St Jobm xxi. j,=——13)

Thefe mitacles were intended to teach <he apoftles to ex-
pet the accomplithment of a much greater than e‘ther, even
the converfion of maliitudes from Fudaui/m and Pagawi/m to
Chkrif}, by the preachiog of a few poor fibermesr, who bad all
the world again(t them,

There is ano:her miracle meptioned by all the Evangelifls,
which was twige (at leafl} paeformed by CHRIST, which
(thcugh linle meationed by divises) proved HIM to be
GOD as plainly as his walkicgz upor the water, ar fillingthe
1ca; and that is, his calling ouc thofe that fold and bough:
inhetemple, and overthrowing the tables of the money chaog-
crs, acd he feats of them that fold doves; and ordering (and
once driving with a whip cf fmail cords) a whols treop of
weild y minded buyeis and fellers cut of the temple, finply,
zlcae, witkeu: refittznce, and without any thew or pretence
cf auchority from man, and contrary 10 the miands of the
Sciibes and Pharilees; here his divinity was faitly thewn.
(Ses Sto Mate, xxi. 32, 13.  St. Mark, xi. 135--18. St. Luke,
Xix. 435, 40. St. Johe, i, 14--18.) I reckon among thofc
mirsctes that preve HIS DIVINITY mecft isconteftibly, ais
fecding at oze time five thoufand bungry men, befides women
and children, with five loaves, and two fithes; aad haviag
tweive bsfkets full of fragments left ; and at snother time,
four thoufand with feven lcaves, and a few {mall fithes; and
baving feven bafkets foll of fragments taken up. (See St.
Mate. ziv. 15--21. x¥. 32--39. xvi. g, 10. St. Mark, vi.
3544, viil. 4- 9,19, 20, St, Luke,ix. 13--17, St. Jobn,

vi,
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vi. §--14.) Another miracle of this fort was CERIST's
tuening awaler into wine; mentioned only by St. Johm
(chap. ii. 3--11.) who fays, ¢¢ This beginning of miracles did
¢ Jefus in Cana of Galilee, and manitefted forth HIS GLO-
«« RY (his DIVINITY, or the glory of his DIVINE NA-
“« TURE) and his dilciples believed on him.”

One more [ will jult mention, and that is, he by a word
caafed thofe who came ty take him, to go backward, and
fall to the gronnd. (See St. Johm, xviii. 6.) Certainly a
ray of HIS DIVINITY thone upon this occafion, HE thew-
ed them that be could deftroy them in a moment, and yet
(O wonderful meeknefs !) he fuffered them to arife and bind
him. 1 meation thef2 miracles in particalar, becaufe they
a'e all uncommon, aod fuily prove that CHRIST is the
ALMIGHTY GOD, asnone but HIMSELF cver perform-
ed, or attempted (chat we know of) to perform any one of
them all. .

Many more proofs crowd upon my mind, but 23 [ have
wrote fo long a letter this day, and it being late at mighe, I
mutt forbear for the prefent; and fubfcribe myfelf, your fin-
cere friend, &c.

Pbiladelpbia, Sept. 24, 1784.

LETTER 1V,

My very dear friend,

AG AIN take up my pen after a week’s filence, and fhall

endeavour in this le:iter to colle® fome few of thofe many
teftimonies wherewith the New Teftament abounds, which fo
clearly prove the real DIVINITY of JESUS CHRIST,
that ose may well wouader that ever the contrary opinion
gained any groand where the {criptures were knows, read,
aad believed. The firft teflimonies that I fhall mention
in tkis letter, are thofe of the Father himfelf, at the baptifm
and trassfiguration of CHRIST, ¢ THIS IS MY BELOV.-
¢ ED SON, IN WHOM | AM WELL PLEASED; HEAR
““ YE HIM.” (See St, Matt, iii. 17. xvii. 5. St. Mark,
i. 11. ix. 7. St. Leke iii. 32, ix. 35.) Thefe teflimonies
arc fuoll to the purpofe, and no: oaly declare to os that JESUS

CHRIST
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CHRIST is the SON OF GOD, and coanfequently EQUAL
with GOD the FATHER ; (fee St. John, v. 13.) bat tha: full
credit ought to be given to what he fays refpetting himfeif.
This glosious witnefs is that of which CHRIS'T teils che
Jews, faying ¢ The FATHER himfelf, which bath {eat me,
*¢ hath borne WITNESS ot ME.” (Jubn, v. 37.) Andiays
St. Peter (Il. Pet. t. 18.) ¢* And this viice which came srcm
¢ Heaven we hecard, when we were with him in the bholy
¢¢ mount.”” As the apofties ¢ were eye witneffes of his ma-
¢¢ jefty, when HE received of GOD the FATHER fuch ho-
¢ nor and glory ;" (i. e.fuch a glorious acd open declara-
tion of his real charaéter) they koew that they had not *< tol-
“ lowed cuoningly devifed tables. And what weic all the
miracles HE wrought but continued declarations and witnefl-
¢s of thefame truth? Somefay, Chritt was a very good man; buc
I thiok I heard you oace obferve, that < if he was not GOD,
“ he was & grear deceiver, and a wery bad maan ; for he fre-
¢ quently futfered people to worfhip HIM, though HE for-
¢ bad worfhip to be paid to any but GOD ALONE, and
¢ that was praically declaring HIMSELF to b: GOD.”
CHRIST was WORSHIPPED, when an infanr, by the wife
men; (fec St. Matt. ii. 11.) He fuffered the leper to wor-
thip him ; ({ec chap, viii. 2.) The ruler of the fynagogue;
(chap. ix. 18.) they tka: were in the fhip; (chap. xiv. 33.)
the woman of Cacaan; (chap. xv. 2¢.) the mother of Zzbe-
dees children; (chap. xx. 20.) the man that was born bliad ;
(St. Joha ix. 33.) the women after his refurreion held him
by the feet and worfhipped him; and his diiciples when they
faw tim worfhipped him; &c. (St. Matt, xxviii. g, 17.)
and at his afcenfion they ¢ worfhipped him, and returued to
¢ Jerufalem with great joy ; * (lee St. Lukexxiv. 52.) he fuf-
fered the man pcffefled with the devils to worthip him ; (fee
St. Mark v. 6.) | mentiosed ia a former letter, that GOD the
FATHER hath commaanded all the Angels to worfhip him;
(fee Heb. i. 6.) bat ceither would St. Peter fuffer Cornelius
1 worthip aim ; (fee Ats x. 26.) ncr would the angel feffer
S:. Jcha to do him that honour ; (fee Rev. xix. 10. xxii. 8,
9.) but commanded him to worfhip God. But can any thing
vbe more cvideat than this, viz. thit GOD ALONE isthe
proper OBJECT of ADORATION and WORSHIP? Aad
yet it is as evidens that CHRIST frcquently received worfhip,
and nevcr refufed religious adoration, tho’ he always carctully a-
voided that honour of men which they give each other, and
which they fometimesfoaght to give him, aad faid, *I receive
** not honour from msu.”” (St. Joha v. 41.) Azd atanother
tiae
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tinie when he ‘gperceived that they would come and take him
v by furce 10 make him a king, be departed agaia into 4
 mauntain himf(elf alone.” (Chap. vi. 1§.) Thus we fec;thas
though he refafed honour as a man, and chofe the form of 4
fervant, and would no: be treated as a king, yet he received
that worfhip due to GOD ALONE ; and if that was noc de-
clariag him/lelf GOD, aod making men thisk fo of him, or
giviag them reafon fo to do, and {uffering tiem to treat hiu
as fuch, then I cannot underfiand any thing at all. ]
But as CHRIST fuffered himfelt to be worfhipped by his
difciples, as Maiter, Lord, and GOD ; he fuffered hinifelf te
be ftiled as fuch, thaugh he forbad them to fuffer it to them-
felves ; *¢ Ye cill me MASTER, and LORD, and yefay
““ wel!, for SO [ AM; if I then your LORD and MAS-
“ TER hLave wafhed your fect, ye ought slfo to wath oae anc-
¢ ther’s feet.” {St. John, xiii. 13, 14.) We read (chag.
xx. 28.) that ‘* Thomas aniwered and faid, MY LOR
« AND MY GOD ;" snd weknow that he fpoke to JESUS,
aond was bleflcd by HIM, and not reproved for his fpesch,
(which he would certainly have been bad not CHRIST -been
GOD.) CHRIST faid 10 his difciples, * Csll 20 man your
“ Fatker upon earth, for ONE is YOUR FATHER, which
‘¢ is io heaven ; neither be ye called Maflers, for ONR is
“ YOUR MASTER evea CHRIST: As@ no maa hath
‘ afcended up tobeavem but he that came dbwa from hea-
“ vem, cven the SON of Maa which IS IN HEAVEN.”
(Ses St. Mat, xxiii. 9, 10o. $t. Johs, iii. 13.) _
CHRIST proclsimesd HIMSELF to te GOD ia the falleft
maener,/ by filing himfelf, 1 AM; faying unto the Jews;
*¢ Yerily verily I fay noto yeu, Before Abraham was, 1 AM:”
(Ses §t. Jobw, viii. §8.) And ia the 24th verfs of the
{aside chapier, he requires the belief of this trath as neceflary
to falvatien, faying, * For if ye belicve not that 1 AM, ye
¢ fhall die in your fias;"” If any doubt the name, I AM,
beiag r:ulilr to GOD, let them tura to Bxodus, iils 13, 14.
“ Aad Mofes faid unto GOL), Behold, when I come tato the
¢ childrea of Ifracl, and fhall fay unto them, The GOD of
“ your fathers hath fomt me unto yoa; snd they fhall fay
“ unto me, What is his NAME? What fhali | fay uato
““ them? And GOD faid unto Mofes, 1 AM THAT I
“ AM: Acad be faid, Thus thalt tkou fsy unto the childrea
*“ of Ifrael, | AM bath feat me unto you.” Aad in the
mext verfe he feys, ¢ This is MY NAME for ever, and this
“ is my memorial wunto all pgeneiations” }f Chiift is
the gveat I AM, and he that g:eing favoured {with the gof=
' pet
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;ei ligac) believzth it not, fhall disin his fine, this 2reicle
_de:ms .f more importance than is commosaly imagined. It
" “fzems cvid.at thac Chrift intend:d the jewsih:ald underfland
__thenditer ia that light; snd fo ic appesrs they did urderfisnd
~1t, by cheir taking ap flones to cait ai him cn that account.
(See St. [oha viiv. 59.) This nam>, I AM, (-~ms to intend
the fame a5 JEHOVAH, by which namz GOD tells Mofes
“HE was ot known commonly to the fathers ; (fez Exnd. vi.
-) As jtfignifies’ the Being who IS, WAS, and Si{ALL
_ BE, it feems with pregriety to belong to ¢ JESUS CHRIST,
_¢¢ the fame YESITLERDAY, and TO DAY, and FOR
. ¢ BVER.” Asit fignifies a promife-fulfilling, or covenant.
. keeping GOD, it may be applied to the fon of GCD.
_ JBSU3S CHRIST ; * For all the PROMISES of GOD IN
~ ¢ HIM aré YEA, and IN HIM AMEN, unto the glory of
% GOD by us.” (Sz¢2Cor. i. 20.) His calling himfeit
by thatdivins nawe, I AWM, is not only a pofitive proof chet
_ he thoaght him{elf GOD, but that he would have us think
~ of HIM as fuch. I thick thisis evident,
It is alfo evident, tha: his apoftles not oaly WORSHIP-
~ PED HIM as GOD, bat freqaently called him fo; St. Paal
fays ((peaking of the Jews, Rom. ix, 5.) ¢ Of whont as
¢ coancerniaz the fleth Chrit came, who is over ail, GOD
¢« BLESSED FOR EVER Amen;” and to the elders oi the
chusch of Ephzius he fays, ¢ Feed the church of GOD,’
¢ which HE bath purchaled WITH HIS OWN BLOOD.”
(See A&s xx. 23.) And St. John fays, ¢¢ Hereby pe-ceive
“ w2 the love of GOD, becaafe HE laid down HIS life
¢ for us,” (Seet Johs, iii. 16.) Q JESUS, ¢ THOU
« waft flain, and hait redeemed us to GOD, by THY
"¢« BLOOD ; this is the blood of the TESTAMENT which
¢« GOD hith enjoined, for where a teftament is, there muft
«t alfo of accellity be the DEATH of the TESTATOR :”
{See Rev. v.g. Heb. ix. zo, and verfe 16.) St. Paal fays
to Timothy, ** G2d was manifeft in the fleth, joftified in the
© 4¢ fpirit, fz2a of angels, preazhed unjo the Gentiles, believed
¢ oa in the warld, received ap into glory ;” (See 1 Tim.
iii. 16.) now w= know this canaot be faid of GOD the
FATHER, bat it is faid of GOD, therefore, as we kvow
that CHRIST J8SUS is here fpoken of, we know bim
to be GOD th: SON. Apain he fays, * We truft in the
« LIVING GOD, WHO IS THE SAVIOUR of sll men
but efpecially of thofe tha: believe;’’ (chap. iv. 10.) sad to
“Tites he fays, “ Bu: after rbar the kindnes and love of

** GOQ OUR SAVIQUR toward man appeared ;” (fe:":‘i-



( 27 )

tus ili, 4.) aod he elfewhere fpeaks of ¢ the commandment
«« of GOD OUR SAVIOUR,” and that prayer for all men
is * acceptable in the fighc of GOD OUR SAVIOUR ;”
znd f{peaks of adoraing *¢ the docirine of GOD OUR SA-
« VIOUR;” (fze I. Tim. i, 1. ii, 3. Tit. i. 3. )i. 10.)
and P:ter (peak: ofthe ‘¢ righteoufnels of GOD and OUR SA-
«“ VIOUR;” (il. Pet. i, 1.} and Jude gives glory, &c.
“ To-the ONLY W.SE GOD OUR SAVIOUR.” (Jude
25 ) Let us remember what [ have noticed before, that
JEHOVAH lays by the prophets, ¢ |, even | AM JEHO-
«« VAH; and befide ME there is NO SAVIOUR ; a juft
*“ GOD; and 3 SAVIOUR ; there is NONE befide ME ;
¢ and thoa fhait know NO GOD but ME; for there is
“ NO SAVIOUR befide” ME.” (See Ifui. xliii, 11. xlv,
2t. Hofea. xiii, 4.) It is impoffible that words fhould be
more exprefs; GOD and HE ONLY is OUR SAVIOUR,
and therefore CHRIST is GOD ; for he ia called ¢ OUR
«“« LORD and SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST ;" (II. Pet.i.
11.) ¢ CHRIST, the SAVIOUR of ‘the world,;” (St. john,
iv, 42.) ‘¢ A prioce and’a Saviour ;” (As v. 31.) *¢ The
¢« Saviour;” Pail.iii, 20.) ¢ The Saviour of the badv;”
(Eph~f. v. 83.) ¢ The Lord Jefus Chrit OUR SAVIOUR;”
([itus. i, 4.) Aad lor other places where HE is called
¢« SAVJOUR,” (fec A&sxiii, 23. Il. Tim. i, 10. II Pet.
i, 20. 1il. 2, 18.) ‘

. Aud let us always remember *¢ that the FATHER fent
¢¢ the SON to be the SAVIOUR of the WORLD ;” (fee
I. Jobha iv. 14.) and therefore the SON muft be GOD, or
he could ot be the SAVIOUR ; aad bis language is, * Look
¢ uato me, and be ye faved, ail the ends of the earth ; for [
“ AM GOD; aad there is moae cife.”” (foe J@ai. xlv, 22.)
Seciag thea that CHRIST is GOD aad SAVIOUR, let us
look ¢ for that blefled hope, aad the glorious appeariag of
¢« the great GOD aad OUR SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST ;
¢ who gave himfelf for us, &c.” (Tut. . 13, 14.)

[ find by reading the apofolic writings, that they aot only
often fpeak of CHRIST as GOD, but ufe the terms indif-
ferently ; fometimes they fay CHRIST, and fometimes GOD ;
which would be a very biameable mode of expreffion, and
tead greatly 1o miflead if CHRIST were so¢ #raly GOD;
bat perfeitly right if HE is; as for inftance, St. Peter fays,
¢ Lookiag for, and haftening unto the coming of the DAY
“ of GOD;” (Il. Peter, iii. 12.) St. Paul fays, ¢ He which
“* hath begun a good work in you, wiil perform it aatil the
““ DAY of CHRIST ; that ye may be kacere, and without
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s offence till the DAY of CHRIST ;” (fee Phil. i. 6, 10.)
:81. Paul, fpeaking of GOD, fays, *“ He hath appointed a
“ day in the which HE will JUDGE the world in righteouf-
8¢ gefs, &c. Is GOD garighteous ? GOD forbid ; for thea
¢ how fhall GOD JUDGE the world?” (fee A&s xvii. 31.
Rom. iii. §, 6.) St. Peter, fpeaking of Chrift, fays, ¢ It is
“ HE wmhich is prdained of GOD to be the JUDGE of quick
“ and dead ;" (fee A&s z. 42.) Chrift fays, ¢ GOD fo
¢ LOVED the.world that HE GAVE his only begetten for,
o &c.” (St. John iii. 16.) St. Paul fays, ¢ CHRIST allo
s LOVED the charch, and GAVE HIMSELF for it;” (ice
Ephel. v. 25.) §t. Panl exhorts the Ephcfians to forgive one;
another, evea as GOD for CHRIST’s fake had FORGIVEN
them ; aad the Colofans to do the féme as CHRIST FOR-
GAVE them. (See Ephef. iv. 32. Col.iii. 13.) Chritt
afcribes ihe refurreion of his body to HIMSELY, faying,
¢ Deftroy this wmple; 4ad ia three days | WILL RAISE it
“ gp; but he fpake of 1he temple of his body ;" and fpeak-
iag of his life he faye, * I have power to lay it down, and [
¢ hpve power 0 take it Agein.” (fes Su. Joha ii. 19, 31.
%. 18.) 1 ased not peint out wﬁcdll:&ﬂ'agu (which are
abost thirty ia samber) where the refarcvllion of CHRIST is
afcribed 10 GOD, or the Father ; but thers is one pafiage
(ia A&ts x. ¢0.) 1 will joR meation for the fake of amother
exprefiion contained therein ; St. Poter, fpeaking of CHRIST,
fays, * Him GOD niled up, aad SHEWED HIM opealy
*t0 9s;” St. John fays (chap. xzi. 1.)  After shefe chings
«« JESUS SHEWED HIMSELF agais to the difcipléi, and
s¢ on this wife thgwed hs bimfelf.” St. Paul fpeslls of the
¢ dilpenfation of the gracs of GOD; which (faith he) is
« givan meto you.-ward, how that by REVELATION HE
¢ made knowa to me the myflery ;” (fes Ephef. {ii. 2, 3.)
and to the Galatians be fays (fee chap. i. 12.) * Neither
¢ was [ 1aoght is, bat bythe REVELATION OF }ESUS
¢ CHRIST.” Si. Jude fays (ver. 34, 25.7.*¢ Now unto him
o« HIM that is able 10 keep you from fulling, aad to PRE-
«« SENT yoa fauitlels before the PRESENCE of HIS glory
‘¢« with exceediag joy; to the ONLY WISE GOD OUR
¢« SAVIOUR be glory, &c.” And St. Paol, fpeaking of
CHRIST’s love to bis church, fays, that be fan&lifies snd
cleanfes it, * That he might PRESENT it to HIMSLLF,
« 3 glorioup church, kc.” (fes Ephef. v. 27,) The fame

e fays, ** GOD was IN CHRIST, reconciling the
¢ world unto HIMSELF ; and sfterwards adds, ¢ Now
¢ thes, we sre smbaffadors for CHRIST, as though dG?D
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« did BESEECH you by us, we pray you in CHRIST’s
¢« STEAD, be ye reconciled to God.” (2 Cor. v. 19, 2e.)
I need fcarce mention that the RIGHTEOUSNESS which the
gofpel fets forth, is called ¢« The RIGHTEOUSNESS of
GOD.” in Rom. i. 17. iii. 5, 21, 22. x. 3. Il Cor. v,
21. Phil. iit. 9. JL Pet. i. 1. aod that Chnft is cailed
« JEHOVAH nar RIGHTEOUSNESS ;” Jer. xxiii. 6, and
is 1aid to be made of God ‘¢ uuto us witdom, RIGHTE«
« OUSNESS, &c.” ]. Cor. i. so. this righteoufnels is faid
to be * by and through the faith of JESUS CHRIST ;” in
Rom. iii. 32. and Phil iii. 9. snd CHRIST is called *“ The
¢ end of the law for RIGHTEOUSNESS, to every one
¢ that bclieveth ;” in Rom. x. 4. St. Peter fpeaks of the
exceeding great and precious promifes that are gives unto us,
«¢ that by thefe (fsith he) you might be PARTAKERS of the
« DIVINE NATURE, &c.” (Scc I Pet. . 4.) snd St.
Paul fays (Heb. i, 14.) *“ We are made PARTAKERS of
« CHRIST, if we hold faft the beginning of our confidence
“ fledtaft anto the end.” Now itis cvideat fram all thefe
paffages, that the fame things which arelpredicated of GOD,
are alfo predicared of CHRIST, and that the two words GOD
and CHRIST are frequently sfed for cach other, whick
would not have been done, had not CHRIST been kagwn for
the TRUE GOD. R hich

There are two paffages in Rev. xxii. which, compared togs-
ther, feem to pntl:he Entter out of difpute; the firk is in the
fixth verfe, and is thus written, < And the LORD GOD of
** the holy prophets hath SENT HIS ANGEL, to fhew un-
*“ to bis fervants the things which mult thortly be done;”’
ird the fecond is like uato it, written in the fixteenth verfe
thas, ¢ 1, JESUS, HAVE SENT MINE ANGEL, to tef-
“ tify unto you thefe thimgs in tke churches.””

1 thick nothing can be plairer from the Mew Teftament
than the DIVINITY of CHRIST ; and I believe you sgres
with me in this; what further 1eafon we have to believe the
fame, fha'l, by the grace of GOD, be fhowa in my_next et~
ter, if the Lord permit.

I have {pent half this day in writing upon this delightfal
fubject, bat muft now leave off, as it is late at night, and my
weak body needs reft.  Yeftercay I was thirty threc years of
age, and {thipk 1 may {oy, ‘

“ Much cf my time has ron tc wafle,
‘“ Ard 1 perthaps am near my home;
¢ But GOD forgives my follies paft,
‘“ HE gives me firength for days to come.”
Treft ycue’s fincerely, ic our Common Lerd, &c.
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LETTER V.

Dear and well beloved friend,

Q W many points foever we may differ in, ] troft we do
not differ in this, viz. that CHRIST is GOD; great
numbers of fubRaantial ev.dences have beea already brought
from the {criptures of truth io f.:pport of this idea, and we.
fhall foon fee that the fubje& is not exhaufted.
We read when CHRIST was upon earth, that ¢ one came aad
¢¢ faid anto him, Good mafter, what good thing thall I do thac I
* may have eternal life? And he faid unto him, Why callet thou
¢« ME GOOD? (i. e. fuppofiug him a mere man) there is
¢ none good bot ONE that is GOD.” (St. Mate. xix. 16,
17.) It bas been already obferved, that if CHRIST was not
really and truly GOD, he mauft bave been a wery awicked man
for preiending to it, aad receiving religious homage as fuch,
but as CHRIST was evideatly GOOD ia perfe&tion, fo he was
traly GOD, according to this very paflage ; and although he
seproved this young man, for calling him ¢ GOOD MAS-
“ TER,” while he fuppofed him only a teacher, yet CHRIST
who never fpske amifs, called himfelt GOOD, faying *¢ I
““ AM the GOOD fhepherd, the GOOD fhcpkerd giveth his
¢ life for the fheep; I AM the good fhepherd, andiaow my
¢ fheep and am known of mine;” (St. John x. 11, 14.) f0
that this confirms the point, aad is another teftimony trom
CHRIST’s own mouth of HIS DIVINITY.

‘“ Who can forgive fins, bat GOD ONLY?”’ was a
queftion zdfked by the Scribes and Phurifees in their hearts,
npon hearing Chiift fay, ““Son be of gocd cheer, thy fins
“ be forgiven thee;”” CHRIST, without refuting their quel-
tion, proved to 8 demoril-aston that HE had cthe power (O
FORG'VE SINS, by wurking a fpezial miracle before their
eyes in proof of it, on purpofe that they might know it:
“ Ard JESUS knowirg their theaghie, faid, Wherefore
“ think yec evi' in your hear.s? For whethes is eafisr? to fay,
¢ Thy fins be forgiven thes; or o fay, Arife, and walk?
¢ but tha: ve may ka~w the 3on »f Musu hith power o earth
« 10 forgive fins, (‘hen faich he :0 th: fick of the palfy)
¢ Arife, taks up thy bed, and go uato thice hanfe.” (See St.

Matt. .
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Matt. ix. 2, 7. St. Mask, ii. 5--12. St Luke v. £0--25.)
Chrift alfo faid to the woman that wathed his teet with her
tears, &c. * Thy fins are forgiven.” [See St. Luke vii. 47-
50.) In all thefe places we have two ftrong proofs of the
DIVINITY of CHRIST, the one is his koowing the inmoft
thoughts of the heart; and the other his beiag able to for-
ive fins. Certainly he not only aflamed the divine charaler
in the higheft degree, but (to the utier confefion of all that
deny his GODHEAD) proved thatit belonged to HIM, in
fuch a maoner that bis greateft encmies, the Scribes and Pha-
x.fees, were pot able to deny it.

I hope there is no occafion of provirg frem the feriptures fo
plain a point as that FORGIVENESS of SiNS beloageth to
GOD, and is s part of HIS charater; but proof enough
may be ecafiiy brougkt, if defired. JEHOVAH proclaimed
HIS CHARACTER to Mofes, ** FORGIVING iniquity and
¢ tranfgreflion and fin;” (See Exod. xxxiv. 7. Num. xiv.
18.) David fays o GOD, *¢ Bat there is FORGIVENESS -
* with THEE, that THOU mayelt be feared:’’ (Pfsl. cxxx.
4.) and Danicl fays, ¢ To JEHOVAH car GOD, beleng
¢ mercics, sud forgivenefles, &c.” (Dan. ix. g.) and St.
John fays, ¢« If we CONFESS oar fins, HE is FAITHFUL
« gnd JUST to FORGIVE us our SINS, and to cleanfe us
¢¢ from ALL unrighteoufnefs.” (). Jobni. g.) Butl need
mot multiply proofs, the matter is plain, power 1o FORGIVE
SINS, ard to cleanic us from them, beloags to GOD, and
HIM ONLY; fiace thea it is evideat that CHRIST had
this power, even on earth, it is certain HE is GOD.

It is aflcsted by fome, that CHRIST cannot be truly and
properlyGOD, tecczufe he fays to the Father (St. John xvii. 3.)
“ Acd this is life eteroal, that they might know THEE the
« ONLY TRUE GOD, end Jefus Chr:ft whem THOU hatt
¢ femr ;” 1o which they alfo add St. Paul’s teftimory (1. Cor.
viii. 6) To US the:e is but ONE GOD, THE FATHER,
_** of whom are all things, end we in him; and one Lord Je-
“ fus Chrift, by wh-m a-e all thirgs, ard we by him;” ce:-
tainly thofe good peopiz that bring thefe for proofs againft the
DIVINITY ot CHRIST, nave necver confidered the fubjed,
or tffe& to be ignorant, which is worfe. CHRIST no mors
intended to exciude HIMSELF from being GOD, when he
called his FATHER ¢ the ONLY TRUE GOD,” than the
FATHER intended to exclude HIMSELF from being GOD,
when HE addrefled the SON in this larguage (as fays the
apoftlie, Heo. i. 8.) “ Bat unto the SON E.E faith, Thy
** throme, O GOD, is for ever and cver, &:.” and again,

“ And.
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« And THOU, LORD, in the beginniag haft laid the foun-
*¢ dation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of
¢ thine hands, &c.” (fec verfe 10.)

Juft as much (and a0 more) did CHRIST exclude HIM-
SELF from being the true GOD in hs addrefs to the FA-
THRR, as the FATHER excladed HIMSLLF from being
GCD, and the CREATOR of heaven and earth, in his
addrefs to the SON ; but if any further proof of CHRISTs
being the TRUE GOD were wanting, St. Joha’s teftimony
is full w the purpole; he {ays (L. Juba v. 20 ) ¢ Aad we
““ are IN HIM that is TRUE, sven IN HIS SON JE.
“« SUS CHRI!ST, THIs i35 THE TRUE GOD, ard
¢ eternal lLfe.” So we fee the FATHER cails HIM
¢ GOD;” aad $t. John, ¢ The TRUE GOD,” aed I
think the teftimony of two fuch witacflcs is trae, and we are
in o danger of being deceived thereby; and St. Paul no
more mecant to deny CHRIST’s beirg TRULY GOD, by
fa3ing, ¢« To US there is but ONE GOD 1 HE FATHER,
‘¢ &c.” than St. Jude meant to excludes the FATHER from
being Mafter and Lord, when he charged fume with * deny-
¢ jng the ONLY LORD GOD, a~c OUR LORD JESUS
« CHRIST ;” (or OUR ONLY MASTER asd LORD
JESUS CHRIST ; fec Jude 4.; for can any rational beiag
think, that St. Paul mean: tc cec!are to the Rcmans, taat
CHRIST was *“ OVER ALL, GOD BLESSED FOREVER;”
and to the Corinthiaus, that He was sot GOD at all 2 Sure-
ly you remember that CHRIST the ¢kbild burn, and the SON
given, is called ¢« THE MIGHIY GOD, THE EVER-
« LASTING FATHER, the Prince of Peace.” (lfai. ix. 6.)
Therefore as the FATHER is ftiled by the SON the ONLY
'TRUE GOD, ! hopenrbody will think that the FATHER
in calling the SON GOD, meant to convey an ides that
HE was a falfe GOD, but rather that HE was ONE #®ith
HIMSELF, ths ONLY TRU& COD, adered s fuch by
angels and men. The dc&isine of the TRIUNE JLHOVAH
recorciles all thefe difficeliies, snd fhows tae FATHER,
SON, and HOLY GHOST, to be the ONE ETERNAL
ELOHIM ; concrrnicg which werd 1 have meatioaed befors,
thatitis plural. Thes ¢ Whofoever decicth the SON, thefame
¢ hath not the FATIER ;” =2nd St. Paui fays, * The
s HEAD of CHR!ST s GCD;” anc sgiin he fays, ¢ For
“ IN EHIM LV eLLFTH ALL THZ FULNEsS OF
¢« THE GODBEAD BOPB'LY;” and Cniifi himfelf {aya,
““1 and my FATHER AKE ONE; I AM INFIHE

[ 1] -
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«« FATHER, and THE FATHER IN MRE.” (fee I. Johu
ii. 29. 1. Cor.xi. 3. Col ii. 9. St. John x. g0. xiv. 11.)
As all difficelties of this kind are esfily {olved by the doc-
trise of the TRINITY IN UNITY, fo all thofe arifing
from CHRIST’s being often reprefented as inforior to the
FATHER, may be as eafily folved by confidering him as
Mao, Madiator, GOD’s Scrvant, &c. as [ have fhewn in my
third leter.

There is one inftance, wiere CHRIST feems to reprefent
his kwewledze inferior to the FATHER's, where fpeaking of
the day of judgment he fays, ‘< But of that day and hour
¢ knoweth no man, no not the avpgels which are in heaven,
*¢ seither the SON, bar the FATHER ;”” (fee St. Mark
ziii. 32.) he certainly {pake of bimfelf here as the Ser of
Man ; for it is afferted by the beloved difciple, that ¢ JE.
¢« SUS koew from the beginning who they were that be-
¢ lieved not, and who fhould betray him ;”’ (St. John vi.
64-) and that ¢ HE kaew all men, and needed not that any
¢ fhould teflify of man, for HE knew what was in man ;*’
(chap. ii. 24, 25.) and the difciples on a certain occafion
faid, ¢ Now we are fure that THOU KNOWEST ALL
¢ THINGS, &c.” (chap. xvi. 30.) which paflage I have
meationed before, and alfo that Peier appealed to CHRIST
for the fincerity of his heart, in thefe words, * LORD,
« THOU KNOWEST ALL TH'NGS; thou knowefl that
¢ | Jove thee.” (Chap, xxi. 17.) We fiad that Nathaniel
was farprized that JESUS fhould know him, and fasid snto
him, * Whence knoweft thou me? JESUS anfwered sud faid
“ gnto him, Before that Philip called thee, wkem thou waft
“ uadgaihe fig tree, I faw thee;’” upon which Nathaniel, be.
ing nvinced of HIS DIVINITY, cried cat, and-in the
lang of adoration, as well as wonder, faid, * RABBJ
¢¢ thou art the SON ot GOD ; thou art the King cf Ifrael.’
(Chap, i. 48, 49.) Thus CHRIST by HIS OMNISCIENCL
proved HIMSELF to be GOD. I have obferved is my thin
letter, that CHRIST faid, *¢ | came down from heaven, no
¢ to DO mine OWN WILL, bat the WILL of HiM tha
¢ fent me;’ (fee St. John, vi. 38.) yet we find, that wher
“ a Leper came and worfbipped HIM, faying, LORD, i
* THOU WILT tbew canff make me clcan; JESUS pu
¢ forth bis band, and touched bim, faying, 1 WILL; B
‘¢ thouclean;” (fee St. Matt. viii. 2, 3.) fhewing thet :: GOD
HE did bis OWN WILL, as well as HIS FATHER’s.

I make mo doubt but ihat you bsve obferved, that th
words of CHRIST ia Sl.ll;tt. xx. 23. and St. Mark, >

49
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have 8 mrach better fecfe, without the 2ddliion of the
tranfla.cis, chan with it; for thus they run withoat, *¢ Bug
¢ to it on my righc band, aad on My lefr, is not mine to
¢4 give but ¢ them for whom it is preyaredof my FATHER;”
bat the commoa reading feems to coairadi® the account
which CHRIT gives of the divifion which he will make
between tne thesp and (he goats, whea he wili give the fheep
a place on bs nght hand, aad the gras a place on his left;
as alto thofe paflages chat fpeak of HIS giving a kingdom,
crowa of glory and rigaiecuinefs, a feat on h1s thionce, power
over the nasions, &c. buc lcave out the words i¢ /Ball be given,
priated in italicks, and thers is no contradiition at ll; but
evea thea we may cbferve that CHRIST eifewhere aflumes
the faine right snd power nf preparing fuitable places for al),
as HE here afcribes to the SATHER; as for in.ftance, he fays
to his diiciples (St. Joha xiv. 2, 3.) ** la my Fa:her’s houfe
‘¢ are many maafions ; 1 go to PREPARE a pl:ce for YOU ;
“ and if | go and PREPARE a place for yoa, [ will come
‘¢ again, and receive youa unto mvfeif, tbat where [ am ye may
“ be alfo.”” Tbhus what is fpoken of as the FATHER’s pre-
rogative in oge paflaze, is declared by the SON ia another, to
be bis cwn proper bufiness.

Oonce whea the Jews taunting'y atked JESUS, fayiag,
¢ Where is chy FATHER? JESUS aofwered, If yo had
*¢ knowa ME, ye fhouid nave keows my FATHER alfo.”
(St. ‘)ohn. viii. 19.) Thofe words (as well as many others of
the fame kiad) make it evideat that the SON was the fame in
pature and effence as the FATHER (bowever perfonally
diftioguaithed from HIM) and therefore is traly GOD ; and as
the apoftie John expreffes it, HE ¢¢ hath made as ki aad
¢ priefls wato GOD asd HIS FATHER, to him SN
.4¢ acd domirion, fr ever 2nd cver, amca.” (Rev. TN -

JEHOV AH reprefents HIMSELF (ia Mal. 1. 6.):48 na-
changeable, fayiag, * For I JE.JOVAH change r';”
and the apoitle fpeuking of our LORD, fays, ¢ JESUS
¢¢ CHRIST, the (ame y-ilerday aud to dsy, and for ever.”?
(B-b. xiii, 8.) He:el ceanot help odferviag, that JESUS
CHRIST ar man hus pafled ulready th-rugh mavy changes 5
and is very d:ffeccas now from what he once was, whea ¢ his
¢ vifags was marced more han aay man’s;” yet as GOD
he always was, is now, and ever will be ihe {ame.

[ thati now cake uoiice of another very exteaordivary proof
of the DIVINII'Y of CHRIST, which 1have not yet men-
tioad, but waica wall defor ves our [esi~us confidecation. You

Tea.a0sr tha: Chsilt faid o his difc Jples, *¢ Fos whe‘:e twa
“ o
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s or three are githered together in my name, THERE AM
e« [ IN THE MIDsSI OFf THEM ;” and after his refur=
refdiop, he promi:ed them his perpetual and univerfal pre-
feace, taying, “ LO, | AM WIT'H YOU ALWAY, even
¢ umto the end of the world ;" [or age.] (See St. Muet,
xviti. 30. and xxviii. 20.) Is it oot evidenr, that chefe
promife: can never be luliiled except CHRIST be GOD ?
* For to be prefent every where, or in more piaces than one at
the fame time, feems to me impcflible for & creatare, 29 om-~
siptefcace is a charaller peculiar and efiential to the Deity,

Seeing then thac CHRIST hath promiled te be with all his
faithful minifters, 20d fincere worfhippers in every place,
even unto the end ; (and who dare chwrge him with breasking
. his word ?) it being alfo declared by him, that be was ia
heaven at the very time that be dwelt upon earth (fee St.
John, iii. 13.) all which can osly be trae upoa the fappo-
fition that HE IS TRULY DIVINE ; and ar HE is called
¢ The taichful and TRUE WITNESS,” (fes Rov, iii. 14.)
it follows, that HE IS GOD, prefecat every whete ; ¢ Nei-
¢c ther is tnere any creacure that is mot wmanifeft in HIS
¢ fight; bat all thiogs are naked and opeaed unto the eyes
of HIM with whom we hsve to do.” (See Heb, iv, 13.)

1l bave alrcady thewn that JESUS CHRIST looked upon
HIMSELF as avcrtoy to receiwe RELIGIOUS ADORA-
TION, and sccordingly never refufed it; and in the firt
ages of Chriftianity people ufed frequently to prey to HIM,
thoogh (ach a praétice cannot fail to grow very mach ont of
ufe, when and where HIS DIVINITY is desied ; for tkofe
do got believe HIM to be GOD, to be confiftent- with .
hgmdklves (hocld mever p-ay to HIM at all, and I fuppofe
. Wl Jo ; for if he is ever /o good @ crestors, they cannot
R abable that HE fhould be able to hear and anfwer
tions at once, and it is certaia that he cannot as
AVRE be in all little afflemblies at tko fame time ;
gt hear all our complaiats, flill lefs know the inmoft
WY of oar hearis; and is it poflible that HE could re-
licve all our waats, whea it is highly probable that in our
whole lives we thould cot all have ose opportenity apiece of
addrefing HIM ? Theiefore I am fure it HE is sot GOD,
itis as highly abfard for any of the human race 10 pray o
HIM (efpecially feeing he is at fuch a diftance) as it would be
to pray to faints and asgels,

Bat I thall now endeavour to fhow from the fcriftares, that
JESUS CHRIST is .to be prayed to, as well as praifed. I

have already meationed, that all the angels of GOD arg
SOM -~
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commanded (0 woor/Bip him ; aad *¢ that all mes fhould ho-
< pour the SON, cven as they hoaour the FATHER ; he
*¢ thac honoureth nos the SON, hosoureth not the FATHER
< which hath fent him:” (See Heb. 1. 6. St. Jobu v, 23.)
And is not the FATHER to be bexearsd by beiniepm)d to,
as well“as praifed ? Even fo then (hould the SON be bonoared.
Does not the apofile declare shat CHRIST is exaited o I
¢ a prince and a Saviour, for to give sepentance to Ifrael,
¢ and forgivencls of fins?” (See AQs v. 31.) And are
not all things in his hands ? He promifes to give to over.
comers * to cat of the tree of life, which is in the midft ot
¢¢ the Paradife of GOD ;” freedom from the power of the
Jecond dearh; ¢ to eat of the hidden manna;” & wbite flewe,
andinthe fone a mw e0d fecret wame aritten, he will give
them ; power to rule ower the nations with a rod of irem;
and the morning fiar ; fuch fhall é¢ clothed in avbite raiment;
their namea thali not be blotted oz of the book of life; CHRIST
«will confsfs \hem before bis FATHER, and before bis Angels;
they thall be made piilars in the remple of GOD, and go no
more cut, &c. they fhall £ with CHRIST in bis throne ; and
finally, he fays, « He thas overcometh thall inberit all things;
¢ and [ wiil be his GOD, and he fhall be my fon.” (Se
Rev. ii. 7, 11, 17, 26, 27, 28. iii. §, 12, 21. xxi. 7.) Hen
is a fpecimen of what JESUS CHRIST bath in his power t
give, sad if HE hath all thefe blefiays to beftow upon as
the leaft we can do is to a2 H'M for them,

The thief on the crofs obtsived a very great blefing b
praying to JESUS, in thefe words, *“ LORD, remembe
*« me when thou comeft into thy kingdom ;” for our LQR]
and Saviour JESUS faid unto him, *¢ Verily, 1 fag} -
thee, to day fhalt thou be with me in Paradife.” | -

»

9.
Luke xxiii. 42, 43.) Great was the faith of thm rim;
nal, to belicve ip oneas his LORD that appearedidopedic
in the fame firvation as himfelf, and to pray to odgly & Sew¥
our and King, that was rben fuffering the punilhma‘z of sk
vilef malefattors; and grest were the favours he o _
evea pardon of fin, prefeat peace, and affurance of fpeed)
happinefs. St. Stephco, that firft Chnftian marivr, of bieffed
memory, in his dyirg agonies, calicd upon JESUS; for the
facred writer fays, *¢ They foned Stephen calliog upor GOD,
(i. e. Sicphen called wpon GOD) 1aying, LCRD JESUS,
¢ receive my fpirit; and he kneeled dewe, and ciied with &
¢ Joad voicr, LORD, lay vot thi: fin to their charge; and
< whep }e had faid :ais he te!l aflcep.”” (See A&s vii. g9, 60.})
O bappy man! to have fuch a fricad as JESUS near, tocom-
Jort him in the hour of a painial death! $t.
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St. Paul wrote thus, *“ Unio the Church of GCD which is
s¢ gt Corinth, to them that are fac8ified in CHRIST JESUS,
¢¢ called to be faints, with 8!l that in every place cali opon
«¢ the NAME of JESUS CHRIST CUR LCRD, both thbeir’s
¢« 3ad sar’s.” (1 Cor. i. 2.) The feriptore faith, *¢ Who-
¢ foeve: believeth «n HIM fhall not be sthamed ;—‘or the
s¢ fame LORD over all is sich unto all thatcsll apon him ; for
«¢ whofoever fhali call upen the same of the LORD fhall be
« faved.” (See Rem. x. 11, 12, 13.) Anrd we are told (Als
x. 36.) that ¢« JESUS CHRIST 15 LORD of ALL;” and
we are informed by St. Jchn (Rev. xix, 16.) that ** He hath
¢ on his vefture, ard on Lis thigh a name written, KING
« OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.” (See alfo chap.
xvii. 14.) where Le is called, ** Lerd of Lords, and King of
¢ Kings;” and chap. xv. 3 where be is called “ King of
« Samats.” To tiefe firiking teftimcnies 1 will add the beauti-
fal advice that GCD the FATHER gives to the fpoufe of
CHRIST, (See Plalm xiv. 10, 11.) ** Hearken, O cauphter,
¢¢ and ccrfider, and incline thine ear; forget aifo thine own
¢¢ people, and thy tather’s houfe ; fo fhall the King preatly
“¢ defire thy beauvty, for HE IS THY LORD ; aad WOR-
« SHiP THOU HiM.”

Some fay CHRIST is not GOD, and fhould not be prayed
to, becsufe he fays, (St. John xvi. 23.) * At that day ye
¢¢ fhall sfk me nothing;” but any rational perfcn may fee that
thofe wcids, ard the follcwing, are fpcken omly to endear
the FATHER the more to the difciples ; for ke immediacely
adds, ** Verily, verily, I fay unto you, whatfoever ye fhall
¢ 2fk the FATHER in my name he will give it you; hitherto
« wp ¢ afkea notbing in my namie; ak and ye fhall receive,
< dhat %&:my be full; at that day ye fhall ak yn my

*name ; y nct uanto you that | will pray the FATHER

® for you;. ¢ FATHER HIMSELF LOVETH YOU,
& bcquic yelghe loved me, and have telieved that I came
* put frem | .7 (See verfes 23, 24, 26, 27.) Now caa

at CHRIST mesnt abfclutely to tell bis dif-
would not pray, or make interccflion for them
4 the FATHER ? which wculd be very grievous
mews, 33 well as contrary 1o many paflages of fcriptuie! bat
ke meanpt (o inform them, that the FATHER had fuch a love
10 them, as his peculiar firft b ro chiicren, that HE was ready
58 it were to grant them any thing they thould stk, evem with-
ont the mediation cf CHRIST ; this will fhow us, that the fenfe
of the worcs, *¢ At that day ye fhall alk me nothing,” did
not in the leaft forbid their akking CHRIST any thing they
K meeded,
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aceled, batonly 1:0 tham into fuch 22 exicaring 2cgaaint-

ance with the FATHER, that they m:ght venture near ILZ
“m,.a, zod frecly alc EHUIM tor all (hin, 23 1a tud raas o
§1°SUS; and tiz Saviour mcact 0 teach them thar e
FATHER was aiways ready and sciiing ts fapply their wants
hl CHRIST hnd told them betore, u'ur"' ““ And awhatio-

‘ever yr fhali ad iir my mame THAT W Ll 1 bO, thm the
““« FATHER may b= glorifed in the SON; if ye fhalia” tawy
¢ tling immv pome L W ILL DO LT.” (3¢ ek p.XiV. 13, T4)
Here be thows them, that iJE wculd perfarm what they tho:id
Ik cf HIM, and foun afier teaches them that the FATHUR
vould as readilv do wha: they thould efk of HIM. | am fza-
fible that ] have {aid more v.pon this matter than will appear
veed/ul to many, but as frme have raifed it as an cbje&tion,
I havs endeavoured to anfwer it very fully.

Thus I have proved from the Sciiptures, that CHRIST is
JEHOVAH, LORD, GOD, SAVIOUR, ard JUDGE.
‘That HE is the CREATCR of ALL TidINGS; (and Lmigis
nave fhowa fiom Heb. 1. 3. that HE UPHOLDS ¢ ALL
«« THINGS by the WORD of HI3S POWER ;) that LIE is
the OBJE(.T of rdg ‘cis averfbip and adoration; and that
HE 1is to be grayed io, as well as praifed: from all which
confiderations his D:VINITY is evident: (at leait to me.)
Whether the words of St. John ( 2 epiiile g, 10, 11.) ought
10 be applied to thafe who deny the DIVINITY of CHRIT,
1 fhall leave you o judge; ¢ Whefcever tranfgreflcth, and
¢¢ abiageth not in the DOCTRINE of CHRIST, hath not
¢ GOD;he that abideth in the DOCTRINE ot CHRIST, he
“ hath both the FATHER and the SON: if there come any
¢ unto you, and t.riag not thisDOCT RINE, receive aot
““ into your houie, ncither bid him God-fpeed, !ga
¢ deth him God- fpeed, is partaker of his evi' 5

I have now difcufled this important queftiot -(wlether
aot is CHRIST rruly and properly GOD ?) wighi 1 propofi
and | heve done it with as much exaftncfs as able te
io (o brief a mainer; wrd I am perfedtly fatis
truly DIVINE, ard properly GOD; this is the finndatiol of

my hope, ard the grcund of my confidence. L
i

* Scme take M a creature to be,

““ A mai or an Angel at mo.ﬂ';

‘¢ Sure thole have rot {eelings like me,

“¢ Nor know themfeives wietched and Joft :



¢ . .
\ 39 1}
30 pauty, fu pelplels am T,

e« | darlt noe confide in HIS tlood,

¢ Nor on HIS proicéiion rely,
«« Uclels I was fure HE IS GUD.”

I remain yaurs in the beft of boaus,
Philade!phis, Oduber 19, 1784.

P, S, Siace I ficifhed my letter, I have had aa opportanity
of reacirg the Ariaa fytlem, and [ find that they hold Chriit
:o +=2 ¢« the orly begonen Son of the Faiher,”” and they cer.
tainly have agrand idea of him, and withou: fuppofing him
to be truy aad properiy GOD, they pay him very gree  ho-
rrage ; greater than | thould care to pay to any being beudes
M who faid, ¢ Thoa fhzit have ao othee GODS befare (or
‘¢ hafdesy ME ;™ and ¢ Tiaou fhale worthip JEHOV AH thy
¢ GOD, ard HIM ONLY thil: thou (erve; aand again,
<« I'ar thou fhalt worth:p no other GOD, for JEHOV AU
¢ whoiz rame is Jealous, is a jealous GOD.”

They charge the dofrine of the TRI-UNITY as I believe
it, wizh ablurdity and ms itery ; but ] freely own I had ratber
5elievs what i think God deciares, tho’ I fhould mo: be able fully
to comprehend it, than 7 waat He pofitively forbids; and tiil
they can clear their fcheme from idolatry (for they certaialy
worfhip two Guds, ore iufeiior to the other) 1 fhall think 1t
bsft to adhere to what they call a myfery.

I would not be underfiood by any to fay, ‘¢ That no good
¢ doubts of, or difbelieves the DIVINITY of CHRIST.”

1 fome exceeding good charalers of my acquaiatance

do both§but I believe I may venture to fay of it, as I did
oace ia 2 termon on the dotrine of the refurre&ion of the

. body, ** This do&rine appears 10 me fo effential in the Chrif-
*¢ tian fy@em, that (though I hope many will be faved who

‘¢ mever B@hrd of it, or having heard of i, doubt, difb:lieve
¢ and dedy i, yet) I am weii perfuaded, there cou'd be ro fal-

“ vawom at all for any of tiie human race, if it was rot csue
“ g haat.,”
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