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PREFACE

BOTH‘aur Loro and his dpoftles admo-
nifb us ta ¢ beware of falfe Prophets,’” whom they

deferibe as ¢ wolves in fheep’s cloathing 3”’ a wvery
proper charalter of that man who while be impi-
oufly pretends to be the Lams of Gob, ridiculoufly
vaunts of his palace and bis throne, and attempts
to delude bhis followers with promifes of earthly
gmndeur; and at the fame time thunders out the
moft terrible anathemas againft all wwho difbelieve

him—Such is Richard Brotliers, as the following
pagses will fufficiently demonftrate,

As to the concurring Teflimonies of other contem-
porary Prophets like bimfelf, they arc as much
beneath obfervation as they are abovz correllion :
but Mr. Hathed is a differert charalicr: not only
bis rank and conncélions in life, but his leariing
and literary abilitics make it jufily a maticr of affo-

wnifbment o fee bim throw the gauntlet in deferce



PREFACE.

of Mr. B. even though bis own -account will not
Suffer ws to think wvery highly either of his yudgment
or integrity. The following remarks are fubmitted
to his confideration; and fhould they fail of their
defired end with him, it is hoped however, they
may not be without their wfe to fome of the more
humble and wwell meaning [ubjelts of this delufion.



THE

Ape of Credulity.

- . Al

To N. B. HALHED, Efg. M. P
SIR,

' I HAVE long obferved with regret the
pronenels of mankind to believe any thing but
{acred truth 3 and that many perfons who are the
moft relu&ant to admit the Solar light of divine
revelation, are the firlt to be led awayby cveryignis

fatuus that offers to attra&t them, Thus the nation
who rejeCted the well-authenticated miflion of

Tefus Chrift, had no fooner crucified him, than
they were deceived by a fucceflion of various ims.

poftors, to their own deftru&tion. And in the
prefent ¢ Age of Infidelity,” when it is become
{o fafhionable to rejeét and even ridicule the ferip-

tures, it is lamentable to fee how many are de-
luded by every idle pretence to prophecy and in.
{piration ; infomuch that the prefent age fecms
likely to prove as credulous as it is unbelicving ;
and to bear the impreflion of two charaétcers, ap-
parently inconfiftent——credulity and unbelief.
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Among.the pretenders of the prefent day, M.
BroTHERS certainly merits the confpicuous rank
you have given him, if in no other refpe&, at
leaft for the doldnefs of his language and predic-
tions. 1 {hould_ not, however, have thought this
{ufficient to entitle Mr. B. to public animadver-
fion; nor have attempted to argue with a man
who difdains the ufe of reafon, under the pretence
of being infpired by the prophetic fpirit. But
fince you, fir, have thought proper to throw the
weight of your learning and abilities into the
{fame fcale with his pretenfions, it feems time to
fufpend the beam, and try them ¢ by the balances
of the fan&uary.”” But before I enter on this
controverfy, I think it neceflary to premife, that
my defign has no immediate connexion with poli-
tics. Far be it from me to be an advocate for
war. Nor is it my defign to difpute the proba-
bility of aLL Mr. B’s predictions, confidered as
conjectures formed, either upon the {cripture
prophecws, or from the prefent ftate of circum-
{tances in Europe. Our Lord direéted his difci-
ples to obferve ¢ the figns of the times;”’ and it
requires no {pirit of prophecy to fee that they are

dark and threatening ; or to foretel that when
a2 nation has filled up ¢ the meafure of its ini-

quity,” (as I fear ours has nearly done) that God
will fill up the meefure of its punifhment.
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Waﬁng tilen all extraneous matters of enqiﬁryg
the fimple queltion between us 1s—Whether Mr.
Brothers be a true prophet, and his predictions
infpired by God ?—-You take the atlirmative, and
I the negative of this query; in examining which,
I propofe, firflt, to confider the arguments you
advance in favour of his miflion, and fecondly,
{tate my objeétions againit it.

I. You properly obferve, that ¢ Richard Bros
thers pretends to an immediate and direét mipira-
tion from God”’ and add, ¢ I tal:e upon myfeli
to prove, by the ordinary cxertion of 1HUMAN
sacaclTy, that he is really infpired.”* Here
then we join iflue, and I am happy to meet with
you 1n the difpofition to .cft the matter on “ the
ordinary exertion of human fagacity,” becaule my
pretenfions rife no higher. You proceed to prove
your pomnt in this manner: ¢ He tells us (you
truly obferve) 1n a“dry, concife, unqualificd affer-
tion, that fuch a thing is {o and fo—us Lic has 1t
from God; but he gives us no rexfon why it
fhould be fo; and we fee at once that he repeats
his leflon by hearfay.”t I confefs I am not ufed
to confider the want of reafon as an cvidence of
infpiration ; nor does it ftrike me than an afiertion
muft be true becaufe it is dogmatical, unqualified,
or founded upon hearfay. IHowever, you pro-

* Teflimony. 2d. Idit. w13, 1 Ib.
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ceed—=¢ T will take bis clue, and lead you on, ftep
by ftep, through the different degrees of analyfis,
till you come to the very conclufion with which
he fets out ;j—fhewing you by {cientifical procefs,
and almoft ocular demonfiration, all the predica-
ments which he has totally omitted ;—and fo cor-
reét my arguments with his aflinnations, that they
{hall mutually fupport, corroborate, and confirm
each other.  The analyfis, on my part fhall give
evidence to the authenticity of his infpiration ;
and the aflertion on his part {hall é converfo bear
witnels to the fuiclity of my expofition.*”

My defign, fir, is to follow you ftep by ftep in
this inveltigation, and to examine firft the evidence
you produce, and then the.conclufion you infer
from 1t.—But previous to either, 1 think it necef-
fary to advert a little to the hypothefis on which
vou attempt to explain the feriptures, and decy-

piter the prophetic images.

““ All prophecies,” you think, are “ neither
nore nor lefs than true genuine eaenigmas.”’ |
This 13 mucl too general~—fome propnccies are
clear and expicl without obfcurity and without
fiourc; fuch were fome of thole refpeéting the
Metliah, and feverad othiors referred to below, !

“ Teflimony, p. 13, + Ibid. paoo.
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and fuch I think are moft of the prediticns of
Mr. Brothers. Many prophecies however, are
enigmatical, and requirc a clue or key to open
them ; but that ¢ among f{cveral fentences, or
diftin& members of one {entence, the meaning
is all contained in a fingle phrafe only,”” *is a pofi-
tion I can by no means admit; much lefs that any
paffages are inferted for the fole purpofe of mil-
ouiding, and putting to fault”7 our conjeltures. A
{fentiment this, highly unworthy of God, and a
canon of criticifm, the moft arbitrary that can be
conceived, as we fhall have further occafion to

oblerve hereafter.

I now come to your evidence. The firft is the
prophet Daniel, who (chap. vii.) faw a vifion of
four beafts, which, i1t 1s agreed {ignify four potent
kings, or rather monarchies: the firft, a lion,
with eagle’s wings, you and Mr. B. explain of
our prefent beloved Sovereign : the {fecond a bear,
you are confident means the prefent Emprefs of
Ruiha ; the third a leopard with wings you inter-
pret of the late Lewis XVI. of I'rance, and the
laft, a monfter with vartous heads and horns, you
explain ot the prefent Emperor of Germany and
his Electors.

You doubtlefs are aware that commentators
gtve a very dillerent account of this vifion 5 but

¥ "Leftimony, p. 9. 1 Ibid. p. 12.
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perhaps my readers may not be difpleafed at con-

trafting the ufual mierpretation with Mr. B’s, and
I fhall give as I proceed my reafons for preferring

the former.

It equally {uits both hypothefes to obferve that
thefe bealts arofe out of the /fea, which you
properly expliin, in the language of St. John, of
¢ peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and
tonzues ;% whofe continual commotions, and
revolutions are properly typified by the reftlefl
nefs and perpetual motion of the waves.

The firlt heaft was like a L1o~ and had eagle’s
wings : a double emblem as I concerve of royalty,
fince the lion and eagle are monarchs of the beafts
and birds. A lion is alfo the natural emblem of
{trength, and the eagle of fwiftnefs, rapacity, and
ambition. All thefe properties agreed 1n the Ba-
bylonian monarchy, which was eminently great
and its conquefts rapid: and to it both thele

images are cllewhere applied.t

The following words, ¢ 1 beheld till the wings
thereof were plucked, wWHEREWITH] 1t was

* Teflimony, p. 25. + Jer. iv. 7, 13. xivii 4o0.

T Wurrewrra; fo the Englifh margin, and that this 1s
the genuine {enfe appears from the connexion g for it 1s very
nnnatural to fuppofe the body Lifted from the carth, after the
wings werce plucked of thewr feathers, |
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lifed up from the earth, and (it was) made {tand
upon the feet as a man, and a man’s heart was
given to it”—thele words are {fuppofed to refer
to the humiliati n and converfion of Nebuchad-
nezzar, who after elevating himfelt as more than
mortal, hat his wings plucked, and was reduced
even below humanity.

You chufe to make ¢ wings’” enigmaitical of
fails or thipping, and [ acknowledge the refem-
blance; but I much doubt whether you can give
any clear inftance of this ufe of the emblem 1n the
prophets, e{pecially as you have not attempted it
and till you can do this, or fet afide the above
equally natural expofition of the image, I cannot
think you are to be commended for refting the
whole of your claim to penetration on this circums-
ftance.

The {econd bealt was ¢ like toa BEARr,’” which,
I fuppofe becaufe bear {kins come from Ruflia,
you are perfuaded can mean no other than Cathe-
rine, the prefent Emprefs of the Ruflias: but

without pretending to difprove your fimilitude,
there is fufficient reafon for the application of this
image to the Medo-Perfians.—Cruelty and vora-
cioufnefs are the indifputable chara&eriflics of this
ammal, and thefe kindred properties are univer-
fally afcribed to them by antient hiftorians, both
facred and prophane.  Jaiah fpcaks of them as
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cruel in the extreme ;* and Feremiah calls them
emphatically, ¢¢ the {poilers;”t Ammianus Mar-
cellinus defcribes them as guilty of the moft horrid
cruelties even in their adts of juftice. Father
Calmet {ays, ¢ they exercifed a dominion the moft
fevere and cruel that we read of.”’] There is
another property of this animal, no lefs applica-
ble to this people who were excecding bearifh and

unfociable 1n their manners, infomuch that one of
their princes (Dejoces) iflued a decree which was

afterwards perpetuated, forbidding any of the
courtiers to imile in the royal prefence, and wholly
excluding others from approaching it.

The prophet adds, ¢ It [ the bear | raifed itfelf
up on onc fide ;”’ 1. e. the Perfian fide; for atter
the fhort reign of the firlt Darius or Cyaxares, all

the fucceeding kings were Perfians. This bear
had alfo fomething monftlrous in its formation.

¢ Tt had three 1ibs in the mouth of 1t, between
the teeth of 1t.”” Thele Sir I. Newton explains of
the kingdoms of Babylon, Lydia and Lgypt,
which fell between the teeth of the bear; 1. e.

were conquered and opprefled by the Perfians,
and aillorded f{trength to therr monarchy, but
were not original or efiential parts of it If,
however, you choofe to adhere to the 1dea of their

* Taah xui 18. + Jer. i 48, 50.
1 See Bp. Newton on the Prophecies. Difl xiv. To whom
I have bad recourfe in the whole of thefe nterpretations.
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being the three appetites of lult, ambition, and

cruelty, they will apply as well to the Perfian as
the Ruffian government: fo will the order to

¢ arife and devour much flefh,”

The third beaft was 2 LEoPARD, and this 1s
commonly applied to the Grecian monarchy under
Alexander and his fucceflors, whofe conquelts were
even more rapid than thofe of the Babylonian;
accordingly this beaft had four wings inftead of
two. The fkin of this animal hath been a fine
fubje& for fanciful remarks, both to you and the
commentators ; and I confefs there i1s as little
folidity in fome of their obfervations, as mn your
remarks upon the royal robes of Louis XV
They have, however, I think much the advantage
of you in explaining the four heads of this beaft
of Alexander’s four fucceflors, who divided his
empire into juit {o many parts; whereas it is, I
think by a wonderful {tretch of imagination, you
make our K. Charles 1. one of the heads of the
French monarchy, while you explain the other
three of the princes of the prefent age.

If T were to compare this monarchy to the
preceding, I might remark, that as the leopard
poflefles the fame favage difpofition with the bear,
{o the Grecians, particularly Alexander, copied
part of the vices of the Perfians; and yet as the
leopard (or panther, the fpecies here probubly
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intended) greatly excceds the other in extériof
form and the beauty of its ikin ; {o that illuftrious
conqueror, as he has been called, poflefled a kind
of magnanimity and generofity mingled with his
crimes, which difguifed his true chara&er; and
dazzled many of his hifterians.

The fourth beaft was a monsTER without 3
name; but I conceive a {triking image of the
Roman power which was ¢ diverfe from all that
were before it.”” The ten horns were the ten king-
doms into which the Roman empire was at length
divided ; the little horn being the Pope or anti-
chrift, to which all that 1s faid of it wonderfully
agrees : and this is not only the {fentiment of the
beit critics and commentators, but 1s to be found

even in Machiavel’s Hiftory of Florence.”’*

‘There 1s no difpute but the deftruétion of thefe
powers 1s to introduce a glorious difplay of the
Mefhah’s kingdom, and a ftate of peace, happi-
nefs, and moral purity hitherto unexampled 1n the
hiftory of the world.

Befide the reafons above hinted, there are fome
others of confiderable weight which induce me to
prefer the common interpretation to yours., They
are,

* Sce Lifhop Newton, Dif. xiy.
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¢{t. That this vifion of Daniel {ecms evidently
related to fome othersin the-fume book. Thus the
fame monarchies were reprefented to Nebuchad-
nezzar as the diferent narts of a magnificent
Coloffal image. The fintlitude of the firft and
laft parts is particularly ftriking ; the Babylonifb
empire, which in one is compared to a gelden
head, is in the other a winzed lion, where is the
{fame pre-cminence in both. The laft, or Roman
empire is 1n the image, a {irapge admixture of
clay and iron; and the fect divided into ten toes, in

Daniel’s vifion is 2 monfter with ten horps.

Again, there {eems no doubt but the vifion of
the Ram and Goat 1n the next chapter, refers to

the Perfian and Grecian monarchies, and yet here-
in {eems a very evident reference to the third

beaft or leopard, the four horns here an{wering
to the four heads there,

2dly. The common interpretation is mare con-
fitent with itfelf, with prophetic imagery and
with the mterpretation of the angel.  In all the
other vifions of the fame nature the beafls or king-
doms are fucceflive, not contemporary; this was
particularly the cafe of the four monarchics -
tended by the metal image n chap. 1. and m the
prefent vifion, though the ten horns are contems

porary, the little horn was to arife after them,
| C
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which agrees much tetter with the pope, than
with the king of Prufia.

3dly. There 1s a particular circum{tance relas
tive to the little horn of the fourth beaft, which
puts it out of all doubt that it mufl refer to antis
chrift ; for this is faid to arife arter the others to
exercife a more cruel perfecuting power, and to
Jaft ¢“until a time, times, and the dividing of
time,”” which agreﬁes with the period of anti.
chrift’s reign in all other places, viz. three myftical
years and an half, or 1260 natural ones.* But
none of thefe can with any appearance be afcribed
to the king of Pruflia, of whole dominion even
IMr. B. fays nothing like univerfal monarchy, and
2s to the time of his reign, he tells us it will be

but fhort.t

Your next evidence is taken from the 2d book
of the apocryphal Espras, chap. x1. ¢ Now
this 2d. book of Efdras (you obferve) has hitherto
been cfteemed an apocryphal compoiition of the
lowelt order, and fo 1t 1s termed 1n our church
bibles, where it is faid to have been wiitten about
the time of Domitian by fome learned Hebrew,
to be extant only in the Latin, and to be fiuited

full of jewith fablcs and Rabinical rhaplodics.”]

* Cemp. Dan. vii. 25, xii. 7. with Rev. xn. 14.
+ Reve Know. b. 2. 1 Teftimony, p. 23
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To this I fubfcribe, except that I fuppofe it a
forgery of a more ancient date; but thatit isa
forgery ‘I think no reafonable man can doubt,
who examinés ecither its internal * or external
evidence ; which indecd appears fo weak that
" even the council of Trent, who admitted Tobit
‘and his dog into their canon, rejefted Efdras.

It is not therefore worth while to enquire into
the import of this vifion. Such prophets as the
Pleudo-Efdras and Mr. Brothers may give tefli-
mony to cach other ; and I doubt not but many
other prediftions equally clear and authentic will
be found in the works of the conjurors and fanatics
of all ages. ¢ But what is the chail to the wheat?

faith the Lord of Holts?’

If we were, however, to admit both the vifion
and your Interpretation in the main, thercis a
Alriking inconfiftency in your explanation. The
cagle, you obferve juitly, is the type of Rome ;
the eagle, therefore in Lifdras is the Roman em-
pire : and yet when you come to explain a fubfe-
quent verfe (the 36th.) you admit this eagle is
““ the very fame with that fourth beaft which
" Daniel fuw, but did not delineate. By confe-
quence, then, if the eagle in Efdras means the

23 .l.

* Sce ch, v. 4, &c. vil. 28, xii. 40. &c.
+ Teltimony, p. 20,
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Roman empire, {o muft the fourth bealt in Daniel,
and not the emperor or Germany as firlt explained.

‘We now come to the book of the REVELATION
where we read of the fall of Babylon. ‘T'hat by
Babylon is meant Kome, s a cate {o clear that,
not only the Commentators, but even yourfelf
and Mr. Brothers, admit 1t: yet to ferve a pur-
pofe you inform us, that, contrary to the harmony
ot the prophecies, and all {ober rules of interpre-
tatton, 1 one particular place, Babvlon intends
LoNDoN. Your method of proving this is in-
deed very curious, and founded upon the extra-
ordinary rule you lay down for expounding pro-
phecies.  After quoting Rewv. xviii. 11—T1 2. you
fay—<¢ Here we have an inftance of the prophetic
art I formerly mentioned, by which the promi-
nent features of the reprefentation or vifion are
{fuch as are put on purpofe to miflead the cbferver ;
and the key to the myltery lies quite in the fhade
and obfcurity of the back ground. For all this
long and tedious enumeration of wares and com-
modities is veally nothing at all to the bufinefs of
the prophecy, whofe real explication lies wholly
in the laft five words—SLAVES AND SOULS OF
MEN.”’* A bold charge this againft an infpired
writer, to {ay that out of three long verfes, there
are but ¢ five words,”” which are ¢ at all to the

* Teflimony, p. 32.
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bufinefs of the prophecy!” bolder ftill to affert
that the reft are added ¢ on purpofe to miflzad
the obferver!’”’

But fuppole fome other Commentator was to
affert on the fame principle, that the firft article
of this inventory, ¢ the merchandize of gold and
filver” was the only article ot confequence ; or a
third fix upon the ¢ odours, ointments, and frank-
incenfe’” as the efential part of the prophecy;
how fhould we decide on thefe different expofi-
tions? I can thisk of no method but by a new
revelation, and that, ad infnitum, fubje& to the
fame uncertainty,

However Mr. Rrothers and the Avignon Soci-
ety may prophecy on this principle of not faying
one word in ten to the purpole, the {criptures
are  a more fure word of prophecy,” and 1}
fcruple not to affert that every article in this lift
forms a part of the merchandize of Rome, the
true myftic Babylon. - Let us enumerate them.
Are not then “¢ gold and filver and -precious ﬂoﬁes,
and -pearls and fine linen and purple and filk and
{carlet and all thyine (or fragrant) wood, aund all
veflels of ivory and moft precious wood, and of
brafs, iron and murble” ufed in the pompous and
ceremonial worliup of the Romifh church? Do
they not burn the mofl coftly incenfe, cinnameon,

and odours and cintments ‘(or perfumery) and
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frankincenf¢ ?’—Do they not in their worfhip ufe

“ wine and oil, fine flonr and wheat P’—Are not
all thefe then articles of Rome’s merchandife !

The remaining p‘artkhhrs ate the ¢ beéafts
(cattle) and fheep,”” confumed by their ecclefiaf-
tical drones, and fhe tribes of ulelefs meonks,
nuns, &c.—<¢ The horfeés and chariots” by which
they are enabled to loll at their eale and at the ex-
pence of the poor. And laltly ¢¢ {laves,” or rather
““ gopies, and fouls of men.”” Thefe are the em-
phatic articles, and what you 1nfift on to prove
that London, and not Rome, 1s the market 1ntend-
ed; and your reafons are moft curipus. ¢ (What
nation (you fay) is notorious for its extenfive and
abominable traffic in flaves ? Surely no part of
Italy.,” That London may have rivalled Rome in
fome articles of criminal traffic, may be too true;
and God forbid I thould attempt to palliate the
horrors of the flave trade! but did Mr. Halthed
never read of a flave-market at Rome? Did he
never in. particular hear of -our anceftors being

{fold there publicly like cattle ¢ The fact 1s {uflici-
ently notorious,* and the hiftory of Rome, chrif-

* PBede relates thet fome Britith youths being expofed for
‘fale at Rome, Gregory (afterwards pope) greatly admiring
their countenancces, enquired of what country they were ; and
being told that they were Augls [i. e. Anglo Saxons. |
““ Right (replied he) for they have angelic countenances, and
are fit to be co-heirs with the angels”  After a few more
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tian as well as heathen, is full of fuch difgraceful

falts. PBut it isin England only you think that
fouls are put un to fale: and the houle of commons
is (alas ! the market ! '—That you, {ir, and too
many others may have fold both your own fouls
and your couniry, is perhaps too true, and equally
famentable ; and, though you may not have the
reward you expefted, 1 think you will not deny
you have had—as much as you deferved /

But why can men only fell their {ouls m Eng-
Jand ? Becaufe in arbitrary countries you fay no
man ¢ can truly and properly call his foul his
own.”’—How fo ? undoubtedly becaufe the mul-
titudes in fuch countries are {laves to their def-
potic rujers.  On the contrary, in England free-
dom is our birth-right, and even a flave purchafed
abroad s free the moment he fets foot on Englith
oround. So far then from England being the only
,&:c:unrry which deals 1n {flaves, it is almolt the only
pne 1n which flavery is prehibited.

But there 1s another {enfe {ill more emphatical,
and which 1 conceive to be the true import of the
prophecy. The church of Roine 13 the only mar-
ket for pardons and indulgences and other articles
of fpiritual merchandize: and as, in my vicws e

puns of the fume kind, a miflion was {ct on foot to convert our
waxon anceflors to popery. Bede’s Liecl Hifly lib, 1. ¢, 25,
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that buysa pardon{elis his own foul, it is for this

reafon the infpired writer, confiders Rome as the
great emporium of fouls,

The other charaders of Sodom, Egypt and Feru-
Salem, m a myftic fenfe, are certainly at leaft as
applicable to Rome as London: and the obje&ion
of Rome being an inland country, and therefore
not adapted for trade, is anfwered by your own
rule of preferving the allegory throughout *—the
whole 1s figurauve. |

Having now examined the premifes on which
~you reafen, and endeavoured to invalidate your
argumeits and refute your expofitions, I will go fo
far back as to fuppofc the truth of both; that is,
to {uppofe you have given the true meaning of the
{criptures adduced, and that your arguments are
conclufive 1a favour of thofe interpretations :—{
come now to inveftigate the validity of your con-
CLUSIONS.  You remember, fir, your defign was
to prove that Mr. Brothers “ s really infpired,”
and to prove it thus; < He tclls us ... that
fuch a thing is fo and fo—as he has it from God.”
You “ take his clue, and lead us on from one {tep

to another ull you come at the conclufion with

which he fets outy”” and endeavour to thew that
the preditions he has oiven are wvirfually and

¥ Teflimony, p. 24.
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E‘m[fy contained in the fcriptures you have pfo;?ua
ced; and in {fuch manner to conne& your ¢ argu-
ments with his affirmations that they fhall mutus-
ally fupport, corroborate and confirm each other;”
that fo your analyfis {hall give evidence to the
authenticity of his Iafglratlon P

But, fir, if you, by the ¢ ordinary exertion of
human fagacity,” have difcovered the fame things
that he predicted, how can you prove that e did
not difcover thofe things by the exertion of the
fame {agacity 7-—If you have found thefe things
without infpiration, why might not Mr. B. de
the fame?

indeed it appears to me that all the famous
predi&ions on which you found the proof of his
infpiration, are nothing more than forced and
arbitrary applications of certain texts which have
really no relation to the times and circumftances

to which they are applied.

Again, not only is your anmalyfis to < givc
evidence to the authenticiry of his infpiration ;”’
but you alfo propofe that ¢ the aflertion on his
part fhall & conver/fs bear witnefs to the fidclity of
your mterpretations.”  But is not this reafonme
in a circle ! 1 his infpiration 7¢/fs on your analy-
lis furely it cannot fupport it © or if your mterpre-
taons reft on his authority, neither can 1hey

1)
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fupport that. The fame thing cannot at once be
both foundation and {uperftruture. On the con-
trary I rather conclude, that your interpretations
having no better {fupport than his authority, and

his authority no better fupport than your interpre-

tations, both muft fall together. I neither can
fupport itfelf, neither can fupport the other.

- 1I. Inow come, {ir, after confidering your ar-
guments in favour of the miflion of Mr. Brothers,
to {tate my objeltions againft it ; and the charges
I have to exhibit are—prefumption, ignorance, ar-

tifice and falfbood.

1. PrEsumpTiOoN. [Ido not intend merely
the prefumption of pretending to infpiration, be-
caufe I would hope that even Brethers believes
himfelf to be infpired : . But the inftances I refer
to are fuch as muft ftrike every ferious mind with
horror. [ mean—afluming the peculiaa' charalters
of the Meffiah, and applying to himfelf fome of
the moft illuftrious prophecies refPe&ing him, I
will name but one.—Deut. xviii. 15. Mofes {ays,
¢ The Lord thy God will raife up unto thee a
prophet, from the midft of thec of thy brethren,
LIXE UNTO ME, unto him fhall ye hearken,”—
Not only Brothers applies this to himfelf,* but
even you, {ir, endeavour to {fupport by a very

* Revealed Knowledge, B, 2. p. 65.
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curious comparifon between Mofes and. this new
prophet ; ¢ for as Mofes afcended from the ark
of bul-ruthes, fo did Mr. Brothers arife from a
fhip, having been bred to the navy!”’* Admirable
comparifon between a new born mfant and a
Jieutenant in the navy! between an ark of bul-
rufhes and a man of war! St. Peter, however,
fays, that in this paflage Mofes “teferred to the
times of the Mefliah, and prophecied of him ;T
and I hope I need not inform the reader how
- much more ftriking is the parallel between Mofes
and Jefus, than between Mofes and Mr. Brothers.
St. Paul hath pointed out {fome 4pz:.rticrulars;;I ‘and
{feveral others muft fuggeft theiafelves to readers
of the leaft attention ; fuch as the wonderful pre-
{ervation of both in infancy——coming out of Egypt
—fafting forty days—inftituting a new difpen{z-
tion, and working miracles to fupport it.

Not to mention the ridiculous e¢hara&ter of
 God Almighty’s Nephew,”” which you endea-
vour to explain pway-—He 13 ¢ the Man whofe
name 1s the BRaNCH,” in Jfaiah; MicuAEL the
Prince, in Daniel; the SieyeT oF Prace, in
Haggai; Eviyau the Prophet, in Malachi, &g,
&c. In a word, he {tiles himfelf in his letter to
you, ‘ The man that will be revealed to the
Hebrews as their Prince, and to all natizis as

% Telt. p. 3. 1 A8Qs ii. -1 Heb. i,
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their GoverNor.” But in the new Edition of
his {fecond book,* as if he counld not fufficiently
outrage decency and common f{enfe, he calls him.
felf <¢ the LanB upon IMount Sion,” and his
few deluded followers, the ¢ hundred and forty
and four thoufand redeemed ones’’ that attend
him.—Infolent biafphemer! wert thou crucified
for us?

Another inftance of horrid prefumption, is in
attempting to alter the Scriptures to fuit his pur
pofe, and his blafphempus pretenfion to a com-
miflion for this purpofe. Thus he reprefents the
Lord as {aying to him—¢ There 1s no other man
under the whole heaven, that I reveal the errors
of the Bible to, and reveal a knowledge how to
corret them.’t  Bat if any one prefume to di-
pute his oracles, he pronounces them guilty of
the fin againft the Holy Spirit, and fulmiuates his
carfes libcrally againft them.f |

The laft (but not leaft) inftance I fhall give of
his arrogance and prefamption, 1s i preténding
to a powcr, by virtuc of his prayers, to accelerate
or delay the divine decrees 3 and to fufpend, poft-
pone, or haften the deltruction of nations at his
~pleafure. It 1s true, that the prayers of a righ.

# 1. 8. + Rev. Knowledge, B. 2. Preface.
L 1bul. ] _S'Gt
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teous man avail much, and that the Lord fome.
times fufpends, or delays, his judgments at the
interceflion of his people. But to aflume a power
of doing this, 15, I am {ure, what no true Prophet
ever pretended to, and to boaft ‘that he has with
God ¢¢ a pre-eminence of favour to all men that
ever were upon earth’ is, I am certain, far from
the charaéter of Mofes.

2d. IeNorANCE is my fecond charge. But by
this I do not merely intend the want of human
icience and hLiterature, which is, however, fufh-
ciently evident, his works being, as you confefs,
“ replete with grammatical faults ; deftitute alike
of harmony, of* arrangement; and elegance of
di¢tion.” Nor do I mean the Ignorance of lan-
guages, though i1t feems highly requifite that 2
man who is to colle& the Jews out of all Nations
and lead them into their own land, fhould at leaft
under{tand Hebrew. But I mean, Ignorance of
divinity and the Scriptures. The latter is {uffici-
ently obvious in all Mr. B’s citations and expofi-
tions; and of the former I think we have a par-
ticular inftance (if it be not fomething worfe) in
his citing a number of texts referring to the divi-
mty of Chrift ;* apparently to prove that Jefus
could not be the Manx whofe name is the Branch,
or the ProruET like unto Mojes; whereas all

* Rev, Know. B. ii, p. 66, 67
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thefe ideas are, by the generality of Chriftians,
thought perfeétly confiftent, and Mr. B. has not
attempted to fhew the contrary.* -

2d. T accufe-Mr. B. of ArTiFrce. You have
given a decided opinion, that ¢ uprightnels of
intention and candour of {oul breathe through
every line of his comeoﬁtion :”? and that, ¢ if it
were poffible, he thould deceive others—he is him.
felf the firft vitim of . the deception.”’f On the
other hand, both his condu&t and his writings,
fuch as they are, feem to me full of artifice and

difingenuoufnefs. By fixing on the prefent times,
and moft interefting objeés, he fuccefsfully excites
the public attention; yet he is very cautious in
fixing dates, and when he does by pretending to
the power above-mentioned, of protracting the
divine judgments, he artfully provides againit
difappointment ; or, if that fhould fail to fatsty
fome of his followers, by pretending a mifiion to
Jerufalem, he contrives a retreat to a fufficient
diftance, though from fome prefent circumftancas

* Pardon me, Sir, in remarking that you have difcovered
an Ignorance of the flate of religious opinions in this country,
“which I fhould not have expected from a man of your reading.
You fay, (p. 37.) ¢ I fincerely hope there is no man in this
country who will openly deny, that Jefus Chrilt is God Al-
miphty.”> There are thoufands, many of whom are conti-
nually and openly preaching and writing agan{t that propo-
fition 3 and I am aftoniflicd you fhould not know 1t.

+ Teftimony, p. 8.
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it feems doubtful, whether he will be able to avail
himfelf of this lalt expedient.

 There appears, likewife, a {tudied ambiguity 1n
many of his expreflions: I fhall give an inftance
from his letter to Mr. Pitt,* which he confiders
as a predition of the late acquittals ; but it 1s, 10
reality, no fuch thing: it only afferts that the
accufed perfons, were INNOCENT, Which he might

have perfifted in afferting, even if they had been
caft and hanged.

Before 1 leave this head, I cannot help {miling
at one or two more of Mr. B’s artifices, which are

too thinly difguifed to pafs with the moit credus
lous.

When our Prophet firft fet up, it feems, he at-
tempted to imitate the beautiful fimplicity of the
Scripture {tile ; but finding this too difficult for
his {lender abilities, he prefently contrived a reve-
lation from God to fanétion his neglet of it, and
inform him that it was notneceflury.|

Once more, when the Printer, finding his
Manufcript full of trealonable matter, very pro-
perly refufed to priatit, and he was therefore
obliged to fupprefs fome paflages, hetells us, very

* Rev. Know. B. 2. Apperd. 4 T Pref
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gravely, ¢ for which the Lord God commtaiids
me to keep back the additional information that-
otherwife would be given ;% as if it required an
Oracle trom Heaven, to make him withliold what
he could not publifh !

4. My laft charge againft your Propliets is;
that of FarLs#HooD. Among the great variety
of predi&ions he has delivered, it would be won-
derful, indeed, if none of them proved true, efpe-
cially as the fame things (the defeat.of the allies,
&c.) were foretold by others, on principles, purely
political, and m much clearer terms. But the
following have, I think, failed ; and therefore, in
a-greater or lefs degree, confront Mr. B’s preten-
tions to iniallibility.

In the fecond part of Revealed Knowledge,
publithed April, 1794, he fays, The orders of the
Emperor in the Netherlands are, if the Auftrian
army fhould be defeated, to acknowledge the
French Republic, and make an immediate peace

on the beft terms that can be obtained.”’t . That
the Emperor has made fome efforts is, perhaps,
true; but he has neither acknowledged the French
Republic, nor made a peuce ; much lefs is it pro-
bable, that he gave any fuch Orders before his
army was defcated.

* Rev. Know. B. 2. p. 63. '+ P. 12, 13.



[ 33 ]

I another ‘part of the fame publication he pro.
¢ceeds, ¢¢ The Dutch will acknowledge the French
Republic, and alfo make a hafty peace with it,>’*
On the contrary, they made no peace with France,
but the country was taken by Conqueft, before
they acknowledged the French Republc.

Again, fpeéaking of the Britith Army on the
Continent, he predi&¢, that they fhould be dif-
armed and fent home by the Emperor ; and their
General, which was the Duke of York, detained ;7
whereas, on the contrary, the Army are yet be-
hind, although their General hath long fince re-
turned,

Thefe, Sir, are my accufations againft Mr.
Brothers ; and, if I am not miftaken, even your-
{elf, whofe ingenuity is, on all hands, ¢onfeffed,
will not find it eafy to refiite them, or vindicate
him ; and I bégn to fulpedt that you will hardly
with to do either; for, however you may have
been impofed upon by his foimer publications, 1
hope his laft will cure moft of his admirers :- for
no Chriftian ears, I think, can bear the blafphemy
of his pretending to be the L.ams of Gop} not
any good fubjeét endure his arrogant treifon, in
demanding of his lawful Prince, the furrender of
the crown and fceptre into his hands.}

* Rev. Know. b. 2. p. 19, + Ibid. po 138

} Append. to Rev. Know. b. 2. p. 100,
F.
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Heie, fir, I might conclude in your own very
emphatic words—*¢ If 1 have not triamphantly
proved”’ this prophet to be a falfe one, then I think
‘ there i1s neither meaning m language, nor con-
clufion in logic.”” However, fir, asI have taken
the liberty of thus publicly addrefling you, I hope
to be indulged in adding a few other remarks by

way of forming a pertinent conclufion.

And firit, T fhall repeat an obfervation of your
own, ¢ that times of calamity are peculiarly fer-
tile 1n vifions and progneftications, predictions
and prophecies. 'When the minds of men are {of-
tened by the preflure or apprehenfion of accumu-
lating evils, then 1s the moment for the falutary
warnings of the internal monitor, and the cau-
tionary voice of the {piritual guide. The great
mafs of the people, too fore with their fufferings
not to -grafp at any offer of conlolation, and #s
credulous to form accurate notions of the divinity of
its origin is eafily worked upon by every fpecies of
oracular pretenfion: and we all know that when
men are once {teadily perfuaded of the authenticity
of a prophecy, they are almoft involuntarily led
to perform their part towards its completion.  The
prefent moment teems with thefe anticipations of
futurity, beyond the cxample of every former
period. Unfortunately, whatever be the defigns
or merits -of the various diffeminators of thefe
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oracles, they are at lealt uniform in the melancholy
ftrain of their prediétions, and it behcves every
well regulated government to attend minutely to
the irritation thefc forebodings may produce in
the public mund., For if their do&rines be well.
founded, we have not an nftant tolofe in adopting
a complete reverfion of both cur moral and poli-
tical fyftem ; if they be fallacious, no pains fhould
be fpared to undecéive the viétims of their impo-
fition, and 7o punifbment can be too févere for the
atrocious criminality of their propagators.”*

I cordially acquiefce in the whole of this para-
graph except the laft {fentence. I conceive fome
punifhments might be too fevere, even for an

ympoftor ; but I do not think that it could be
thought fo, to forward Mrt. Brothers out of the
country in his paflage toward Jerufalem, whithet
fie propofes to lead the Jews,

With refpet to the queftion, If Mr. B. be nota
prophet what is he? ‘I do rot think 1t incumbent
on me to decide. Whether he be a lunatic or an
impoftor is of little confequence, except to himfelf;
but I am rather inclined to a third fuppofition,
that he 1s an enthufiaft, properly fo, and that, as
you fay, he is himfelf the firlt victim of his own
delufion.  One remark, however, I would add,

# Teltimony, p. 3.
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that many a one who has begun an enthufiaft has
ended an impoftor. At firft deluded by the warmth
of his own imagination, when he has found' the
confequences flattering to his intereft or ambition,
he has continued to deceive others, after that
delufion has fubfided as to himfelf..——Whether
this be the cafe with Brothers I determine not ;
but I have obferved an unhappy progreflion of
turpitude and blafphemy in his fucceflive publi.
cations, and that the laft has been uniformly the
worfk.

Since falfe preditions are of that dangerous
tendency which you have obferved, it is cers
tainly of confequence to be guarded againit them;
and I know of nothing fo likely to preferve us
from fuch impofitions as an accurate acquaintance
with the genuine prophecies of {cripture. Had
you been prepared for the examination of Bro-
.thers with this ftudy, inftead of your Hindoo
refearches, I perfuade myfelf you would not have
been {o eafily deluded, nor expofed tc fo much
ridicule.  Mr, B, might perhaps pafs for a won-
derful fage among the poor heathen natives of
Hindoftan, and his works bear to be enrolled
among their {eriptures; but they look very con-
temptible and ridiculous in company with the ve-
nerable prophets of the Hebrews, whofe ftile 1s
as much fuperior to his as the great Mcfliah of
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whom they fpeak, is to his humble prophet—
Richard Brothers. ,

If it be faid, that fome key or guide is neceffa-
<o unlock their myftic import, and unfold their
facred allegories, permit me to recommend for
this purpofe the admirable differtations of bifhop
Newrton, a man well ¢ difciplined” in thefe ftudies,

and whofe explications, generally fpeaking, are

! k\

to thofe of prophet Brothers, as the clearnefs of
prophetic vifion to the confufed dreams of lunacy.

I will trouble you with but one other obferva-
tion, and I.am forry to fay, it muft accufe you—
accufe you of an injury to the {criptures—an in-
jury tfor which I am perfuaded you will be forry,
if you come duly to confider it ; but which I fear
it will not' be in your power to repair. By be-
coming the advocate of Brothers and his Miflion,
you have ranked him with the genuine prophets
of the {criptures, and {ubjeted them to that ridi-
cule and contempt in common with him, which
he alone merits ; and given much occafion to the
enemies of revelation to blafpheme it. It is there-
fore a material part of my intention to diftinguifh
thefe, and to fhew that the obje&ions by which
thefe falfe prophecies are dete&ed, have no force
againft thofe that are genuine; but rather on the

contrary confirm them, inafmuch as counterfeit
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coin always implies the exiftence of that which i
fterling.

But as thefe confiderations éannot with any

particular propriety be addrefled to you, who

difcover no {fymptoms of infidelity ; I rather chufe
to throw them into an appendix ; and fhall con-
clude this letter with cautioning you not to be
deluded by your prophetic as you have been
by your political mafler 5 fince I fear there is no
more hope of your being cither * governor of
India, or prefident of the board of controul in
Yngland,”* than theré was of your being paid
for voting againit the peace and liberties of your
country.

Iam, fir, with much refpe&,
For your learning and abilities,

Yours, &c.

* The Lord God commands me to fay to you, Nathanicl
Brajley Halhed, that as you are reviled and confidered by your
former acquaintance as ruined and loft, for {peaking the truth
as he hath manifefted it unto you, for publithing your Tefti-
mony of me,. his fervant, you fhall by the cxpiration of three
months from this day [Teb. 20, 17957 have your choice of
being cither Governor general of India, or Prefident of the

Board of Controul in England.
Appendix to Rev. Xnow. b. 2. p. 102,



MR. Hume fays, very juftly, that < all
prophecies are real miracles ; and as {fuch only,
can be admitted as proofs of any revelation. 1If
it did not exceed the capacity of human nature to
foretel future events, it would be abfurd to em-
ploy any prophecy as an argument for a divine
miflion or authority from IHeaven ; fo that upon
the whole we may conclude, thatthe chrif-
tian religion not only was at firft attended with
miracles, but even at this day cannot be believed

by any reafonable perfon without one.”

Mr. Hume was the great apoftle of Infidelity,
and his E/fuy on Miracles above cited, 1s certainly
the mafter piece of all deiftical writings. The
defign of the above paffage is evidently to {ubjeét
prophecy to the fame laws and objeftions as mi-
racles, and to call for ihis evidence in the prefent

- day.

The evidence of {cripture prophecy does nof
reft on a few Jingle predidtions {cattered through

{
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the Bible, but on a reguler chain or feries of
prophecies intimately connefted, and extending
nearly from the beginning to the end of time.
Thefe prophecies comprehend the followmg obe
jedts. -

(1.) The worLp at large. They point oitt the
different nations by which the world was peopled,
and their various {ucceflive revolutions.  Noah,
for inftance, foretold the pre-eminence of Shem’s
polterity, and  the {ubjetion of Ham’s, which
was wonderfully fulfilled in the rife and profperity;
both civil and religious, of the Jews, and the
deftruttion of the Canaanites and Egyptians;
alfo the prodigious extent of Japhet’s territory,
from whom fprung the Greeks, Romans, moft of
the Europeans, great part of the inhabitants of
Afia, and the ¢ northern hive.”” Several of the
prophets foretold in terms of wonderful exaénefs,
the fates of Babylon, Tyre, and otlier anci:
ent cities, Daniel has, both in the vifions of the
golden image and the four beafts, depiéted the
fate of the four grand monarchies, all which have
given, or fhall give place to the glorious aud
peaceable kingdom of the Mefliah,

(2.) They particularly foretel the hiftory of the
Jews. Even to Abraham, above 400 years be-
fore the event, God revealed the fojourning and
opprelhon of his pofterity, with their deliverance
therefrom. Jacob pointed out the different fitua-
tions and fortunes of the twelve tribes. Mofes
foretold the confequent miferics and difperfion of
the Jews, in the moft circumftantial manner. Both
the old and new teflament abound with aflurances
of the Jews being once more gathered together,
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of their being humbled and converted, and afier-
wards reftored to their own land again,

(3.) The Messianm 1s another grand objeét of
thefe prediftions: ¢ to him oive all the prophets
witnefs.” ‘They delerbe his charalter, miflion
and miracles, with the melt material circums
ftances attendant on his bieth, life, miniltry, fuf-
ferings, death, refurreétion and afcent to glory.
They foretel tne ficcets of his doétrine, the fut-
ferinos of his followers, and his final triumph in
the fubjection of the whole world to his fpiritual
dominion. They add fuch limitations of time to
thefe prediétions, as confine the events to the
pertod m which they were fulfilled.

(4.) Finally we have very exprefs difcoveries
of the rife, growth and overthrow of rorery, and
that fyftem of ecclefinftical tyranny by which it
was fupported. Thefe accounts are chiefly con-
tamed 1 the prophet Daniel, {fome of St. Paul’s
epiftles, and the Revelation of St. Jehn; which
laft 1s the molt particular, and contains in itfelf a
regular and compalt feries of prophecics from the
clole of the fir(t century, about which time it was
writtcn, to the end of the world.

[n the fmail compafs of thefe few pages, the
Reader will not expeét me to adduce proofs of o
many particulars ; nor is it necetfary, as the Reader
may find abundant evidence of them all in the ex-
cellent differtations of Bp. Newton above repeat-
cdly referred to.

Let us now fee what can be oppofed to this
mals ol evidence. Mr. Hume mftts ¢¢ that no

I
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human teftimony 13 {ufficient to eftublith a miracle,
unlefs the teftimony be of fuch a kind, that 13
tulthood would be mere miraculons than the fadt
which it endeavours to eftabhith.”” A molt una
reafonable demand, which fets down all human
teltimony for nethmp ! And 9!: the fame tine an
coregicus ‘ophim ; for no faithoed can be mira-
cu’c:)w-:, nor can one miracle be more miracu]ow;
than another. 1o form the orgw fairly, the
woid ¢ 1‘151 rcnlous™ {hould be exchangad {or in-
credibley and on this ground we are ready to meet
it, in reference to tbu.t fpecies of muracles before

Prophecy.

That the Deity has a foreknowledge of human
events, and is therefore able to reveal them to
mankind, are prepofitions [ fhall venture to take
tor granted and that fuch a revelation implies
nothing al ~uL1fr_, ly inconlifteny, -cither with itfelr
or with the moral perfeétions of the Deity, i
what I apprehend few readers wiill he difpefed to
Jitipate.  Let me then atk, is the doltrine of
]nophcnc revelation eqrally inconfillent and ab-
fard with fuppoting hat human forddight coutid
].lhdn& {o many houlmd ClryUmMitanCes—-many f
LICIN it (——many very Llllh-,c‘1-——nm11y app-
rently mmm,;lu'f---mm:y at very remote dittance,
and vet ofl verifie Din fut 2 Oris it not il more
ridiculons and abfurd to Bmagine fuch an infinire
nuiuber of range comadones ]*'11*]*14:*11((? Ly accl-

dent, "l;' ! docs chaneg I; roduce  fyilematic
17 fl‘k']ll]] Ih!l'l!f h) ] :lnd . ln.tun. u\ P SUTC]:VY 1E
15 {‘}()m:’{ I llf SISTILY 1) Partlior to atinbute lO it the

Deautful univerte wround v,
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But is there no way of evading this evidence ?
It has been attempted, and Ifcar Mr. Halhed’s
p’tmphlct will 1mnduce many to attempt 1it. The
itrange and arbitrary manner 1n which he has ap-
plied the prophecies, may lead many to conclude
them ambiguous, vague, and indeterminate.  This
objection can apply only to {uch as are {fymbolical ;
and thofe are far from that degree of uncertamty
charged upon them. It is remarkable, that whiie
critics and commentators are divided 1nto innuime-
rable opinions on fome hiitoric puﬁmm, Lty
are almolt unanimous on the villons of §anicl
refpefting the four monarchics. Nuy, {o clear
and exprefs were they thought by Porphyry in
the third century, and his difciple Collins 1n the
prefent, that they have agreed to fuppole them
forged after the events.

Happily, however, this pretence is as indefen-
fible as the othier. There 15 the fulleft hiftorical
evidence that they were extant betfore the time of
Alexander the Great,* and what puts the idea of
a {fubfequent forgery quite out of countenance is,
that part of thele prophecies have been fulfilled
{iince the time of Porphyry; namely, that part
which relates to the divifion of the Roman Em-
pire into ten parts, anfwerable to the ten horns
of the bealt; and the rife and reign of Antichrift,

the little hoz 1.

Nor 1s this the only inftance of pr opiecy fulfil-
led 1 modern times.  So far from it, cvery age
witnefles the hdcllty of the {Lllptllltb. Not to
infilt on the prefent ftate of the Fews, which Mr.

¥ 3ce Bp. Newton's Introduction to Dillertation 1. & 15.
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Addifon confidered as one of the ftrongeft evidences
of chriftianity, our own times have witnefled ¢a
event full and dircétly to our purpofe.

In the Revelation of John, chap. x1. v. 13. we
read, ¢ and the {fame hour [of the refurretion of
the witnefles, who reprefent all the Lord’s people,
both of the clergy and laity; the fame hour ] there
was a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the
city {ell, and in the earthquake were flain of men
{ Greek, names of men ] feven thoufand ; and the
remnant were afirighted and gave glory to the
God of heaven.” An carthguarie 1s, 1n prophetic
language, a revelution 3 and the tenth part of the
city is onc of thofe ten kingdoms into which the
Roman empire was divided, which feems very
likely to intend ¥rance, which was the tenth or
Jaft of them. Now it 1s very remarkable, that
from this paflage Monf. Furiez,* a I'rench pro-
teftant minifter about 1687, predicted a revolu-
tion in France, between 1785, and 1795, anfwer-
able in many remarkable points to what we have
fcen accomplithed ; particularly an abolition of
all vain titles, armorial bearings, and ecclefiaftical
orders ; and the introduétion (after fome time) of
univerfal peace, proiperity and rehigion.

So far as this has heen accomplifhed, 1t feems
no contemptible confirmation on the truth ot
facred prophecy; and the remaining part fo well
correfponds with the prefent appearances of affairs,
as to encourage our hope, that the reft will be as
punctually fulfilied.  And when they are {o, when
thele two grand predictions of  the fall of Baby-

* Accomplifhment of the Scuoture Prophecies.
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lon, and the converfion of the Jews fhall be
accomplifhed, prophetic evidence will fhine with
unexampled and irrefiltable {plendour, and, no
doubt, greatly contribute to the univerfal {pread
of the pure and peaceable dodtrines of Chrifti-
anity throughout the world.

Thefe remarks might have been confiderably
extended, with advantage to our argument; but
as I have made fome other obfervations on this
fubjedt 1n another tract,* and with rather to m-
duce and afliit my readers to think and realon
for themielves, than to exhauft the fubjet by
my refletions, 1 conclude this Appendix with
my warmeft withes for the progrefs of free en-
quiry, and the eftablithment of facred truth.—

“GREAT IS THE TRUTH AND SITALL PREVAIL!
~—AMmen.

* T'he Age of Infidelity, in an{wer to Thomas Paine’s Age
of Reafon—where are proofs adduced cf fome of the above

I’mPUﬁtiOHS, and farther remarks on this and the other evie
dences of Chnthianity.

I'T NTIS.
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