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TO BIS EXCELLENCY

DAVID HUMPHREYS, Esg.

MINISTER OF THKE UNITED STATES AT THE
COURT OF LiISBON, &Jc,

IN Europe, dedications have
their price; and the author oftener
looks to the plenitude of the pock-
ets, than the brains of his patron.

The American author can hope
but little pecuniary emolument from
even the fale, ahd not any from the
dedication of his work. To adorn
his book with the name of fome
gentleman, of acknowledged merit,
involves his whole intereft, in a pub-
l:c addrefs.

With this view, will you, Sir, per-
mit a Jover of the Mufes, and a biog-
rapher of private life, to addrefs to

| you



iv DEDICATION.
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you (a Poet and the Biographer ot
a Hero) a detail of thofe miferies of
flavery, from which your public en-
ergies have pnincipally canduced to
liberate hundreds of our fellow citi-

ZCns.
UPDIKE UNDERHILL.

Joxe 20, 1797.
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CHAP

XX1X.

Fierce Roberipierre ftrides o’er the crimfon’d fcene,
And bowls for lamp pofts and the guillotine ;
While wretched Paine, to *fcape the bloody ftrife,
Damns his mean foul to fave his meaner life.
AuTHOR'S Massfeript Pooms.

ARGUMENT.

Reafonable Comjellures upon the Motives,

wbich i1aduced Thomas Paine to write
tbat little Book, called the Age cof Rea-

Jom.

IN the frequent interviews 1
had with this celebrated republican apof-

tle, I never heard him exprefs the leaft
. doubt of, or caft the fmalleft refle€ion
upon revealed religion, He fpake of
the glowing cxpreflions of the Jewith
prophets with fervour ; and had quoted
liberally from the fcriptures, in his Com.

mon
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mon Senfe, How he came to write that
unreafonable little pamphlet, called the
Age of Reaflon, I amat a lofs to conjec-
ture. The probable opinion attributes 1t
to his pallion for paradox ; that this {mall
morf{el of infidelity was offered as a facri-
fice to fave his life from the devouring
cruelty of Rober(pierre, that Moloch of
the Freach nation, It probably hadats
defired effelt; for annihilating reveal-
ed-religion could not but afford a diabol-

ical pleafure, to that ferocious wretch and

. o 4 .
his inhuman aflociates, who could not ex-

pell a fanCtion for their cruclties, while the
leaft veftige of any thing facred remained
“among men.

When the reign of the terrorilts ceal-
ed, an apology was expetted ; and, evea
by the pious, yet catholic American,
would have been received. To the of-
fended religion of his country no propi.
tiatory facrifice was made. This miffion.

_ary of vice has proceeded profélytiné.
Ile




184 THE ALGERINE

He has added fecond parts, and made
other, and audacious adjunils to deifm.
No might nor greatnels efcapes him.
He has vilified a great prophet, the fa-
viour of the Gentiles ; he has railed at
Wafhington, a faviourof his country. A
tafteful, though irreligious fcholar might
tolerate a chaflifed [ceptici{m, if exhibit-
ed'by an acute Hume, or an e¢loquent
Bolingbroke. But one cannot reprefs
the irritability of the fiery Hotlpur, when
ohe beholds the pillars of moraiity fhaken
by the rude ozt of this modern vandal,
The reader thould learn, that "his paltry
fyflem is only an *outrage of wine ; and
that it is ia the ale houle, he moft vigor-
oufly affaults the authority of the proph-

ets,

* Mr. Johnfon, a refpeftable bookfeller in St.
Paul’s church yard, London, has aflerted that Mr,
Paine’s tongue ufed to flow melt freely againft re.
vealed religion, when he was moft intoxicated
with # ale, or vilerliquors,””
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ets, and laughs moft loudly at the golpel,
when in his cups.

I have prelerved an epigram of Peter Pine’
dar’s, written, originally, in a blank leaf of acopy
of Paine’s Age of Realon, and not inferted in any
of his works.

EP1 G R A M

Tommy Paina wrote this book to prove that thebible
Was an old woman’s dream of fancies moft idles
That Solomon’s proverbs were made by low livers,
That prophets were fellows, who fang femiquavers ;
'That religion and miracles all were a jefl,

And the Devil in torment a tale of the prieft.

Tho" Bee!zebub’s abfence from hell I'll maintain,
Yet we all muft allow thatthe pxvipL's in PAINE,

CHAP




