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PAOU CROWNEST THE YEAR WITH THY
GOODNESS.
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e sauwwy vidence. With humble adoration
- and rea] gratitude, they acknowledge that Gob crowns
the year with his goodnefs. We may
I. Mention fome of the views and feelings with
which this acknowledgment is made, by the
underftanding, and upright. And
. Take notice, in fome particulars, how TH1s

year bas been crowped with Gop’s goodnefs.
I. e




( 6)

I, Itis propofed to mention fome of the views and
feelings, with which the underftanding, and upright,
acknowledge that GOD crowns the year with bis
geodnefs.

1. Taose who, upderftandingly, -and upnghtly,

nake this acknowledgment, view the Providence of
God as univerfal : They believe that God fuperintends,
governs, and difpofes all events and ali things : or, in
{cripture-language, that he werketh all things after tbe
courfel of bis ownm will. They believe that every thin
both in the natural and meoral world, are under the
difpofing Providence of God. They view him as a
€50d, upon whom all creation, with every thoughrand
amotion, 1s dependent ; 1n whom THEY, aiz_d all others,
dive, and move, and bave their Leing. ,

THEY view him as the Ged who madé, and who
governs the planetary world ; who holds the times and
fealons in his hends, having the diretion of fummer
ar.d winter, feed-time and harveft, cold and heat,
fhines and fhewers 5 caufing the earth to yield her in-
creafe, and the wrees their fruit, They view God as
the Bcfower of every blefling, as the Provider of all
their good things, the Father cf all their mercies, and
Difpofer of all their circumftances. They feel that
they have nothing, but what they received from God.

When
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tWhen they have laboured, -and ufed means to obtain
the comf. rts of life, they realize that all their labour
would have been in vaim, without the blefling of God
—and to him they feel indebted for all things which
they enjoy. |

Wita f{uch views and feelings, benevolent fouls Ly
ynto God, Thox erowneft the yezar with thy gsodnefs,
And, with fuch views and feelings, it becoraes us to
make the fame acknowledgment this day. If we do
not view God as the fupreme Difpofer of all things;
if we do not acknowledge the operation of his Hand,
in every event, and realize that all things are of him,
how can we, underftandingly, and uprightly, fay unto
Rim Thou crowneft the year with thy goodnefs 2

2. Difcerning and benevolent fouls, acknow-lcd'gc
that God crowns the year with his goodnefs, believirg
that he has a wife and important end 1n view, in all
events which take place.

IT is, in their view, a reality, that God hath made,
and that he governs all things for himfelf—for his own
glory, and fo for the greateft good of the univerfe,
They believe that God means good—mecans to glorify
himfelf in every event, however evil init{clf,and howe-
ver dark, and myfterious to his creatures. They believe,

that it is not from any refpeé to perfons, that one 18
profpered
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profrered=-while another is affli®ed—that one hes 8
fuinefs, while another is in want.  They believe, dhat
to promote the {2me glorious end, God profpers fome,
and difappoins others; gives to fome, and withholds
from others. They believe, notwithftanding all the
diftin&tions among credtures, and all the changes in
their circumftances, Ged is uniform in his government,
unchange:bly good--the Fatherof lights and of mercies,
from whom coneth down every good and every perfe&
gift, and withwhom 1s “ ®o variablencfs, nor any fbadore
of turning.” |
~ Discerning and humble fouls, believe that every
tbing which takes place, is, on the whole, for the beft.-+
That God means good, even when his creature: mean
evil—in the fame cvents. They view God as a Being
who is never fruftrated, nor difappointed—who difpo~-
fes all thinzs, in the wifet and beft manner, to pro-
mote his own glory, and the beft good, of hiskingdom.
- And they fee! that they thould exalt themfelves, and im-
peach the wiflom of God, if they fhould fuppofe that
any thing takes place, which is not, on the whole, for
the beft : Or, if they fhould fuppofe things could be
difpofed any better than they are, all things confidered.
SucH are the views and feelings of thofe, who un
derftandingly and uprightly fay unte God ¢ Thos
crowneft
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dooned the yerr=uith tay goadseﬁ.” Andfr, b viewsand
jex - Ciles arc im sortant § i us, upog this occafion—yea,
az all i nes.  For, ualefs we believe that God hae a wife
and benevolen: ead in ¢'=w, in all £1i3ar —ang that e
yery” hma which tak siace, s, on the waole, for -1
grca.td" 3, how caa we (ay unm 33 ¢ Thod crowon-
“ £ ¥be ]e# with thy goednefs 2 - 1f wic fupp'»fc that
God’surrexs fone thiazs to take place which are not
on the wholc, for the beft, with what pfpriety can we
'adoﬁ thifh truaaebfthc text ? For, if God 1saBeing
of infinite under&andmo, and aliighty power (as we
doubricfs all acknowlcdge) then certainly he is able to
 difpole all things in the beft manner-—able to prevent
the &mg place of any thmg, and of every thind:
whidh is not, on the wholc, for the greateft good. And
if wé'bclxé’vc that God is “able to dxfpofe all chings in
the bet m'mer, anl yat believe tnt he suFrers ome

things to take place, which : are not, on the whole, ior

| he «Crowns the year with bis =o0dnefs 2 Can we fup-

pofe that God is good in not doing THAT, or In not
caufing THaT, to be done, whiLh is ‘r the greatcit
{ good ? Or can we believe that he is go ', in Tffering
any thing to take place-wiich isnor, on the wholc, for«
his owh glory, and the be®t intereft of the Univerfe ?—
- B Uam

the beft, can we undcr&aadmgly and upr'ontly lay, that -
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Dato wizm canGed begood in fich a cafe ?—Can Lo
be good to hinfelf, in fufiering that 19 take place,
which 1s oot, on the whole, {of Lis own glory ? Orcan
be b: good to the Univerie, 1a {uffesing THAT to take
Place, which is rnt, on the whole, for the greateft good
of thc Univerie 2—Or can he be good to individuals,
m fuifering them to do that whicli is an evil in itfelf—
an el to them in its confequences, and an evil,on the
whele? * _

Ir, then, with proper views; ard feelings, we fay un-
© God, « Ty rrwag tic soor with thy geodrsfs,”
maft we Got belisve thiat he does sl things well—that
in all things ke hos 3 Lonevolent end in view—that ke
lways does 71T, oo caviss THAT to be done which
5 for the general gocd—that e never fuffers any thing
© ke place which is not, on the whole, for his own
glory, and the beft good of all who love him—ihough -
many tGiacs arcevilin themfelves, and that, notwith-
fanding mulcrudss of his creaturss, ia numberlels in.
f:nces, mxcan evil, and deferve punithment, vet ae, in
Cioic vary eftances, means good, and is WORTHY TO BB°
prarseo ? ~

3- Wist and humble fouls, with reconciiiztion to
God, and with fausfadion in his gcvernment, fzy un-
0 hin, = Ibea crewc? fie year il 11y goodwefs.

TH:V-
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‘Turey not only believe that the providence of God
is univerfal, and that he has a benevolent end in view

| -<ia evcry event which takes place ; but they alfo lccl |

.gecoaciled to his charafer, and governnent.---
They have fuch pleafure in Divine government, that
they choofe the Lord fhould reign—anrd have the ab-

- folure difpolal of their own bodics, and fouls, their
mortal, and immortal interefts, and of 2ll things in

kheaven, earth and hell. 5
THEY are, in the teermer of their minds, reconciled

to the great end of all God’s works: They prefer the‘_ o

jame end above every other chje@t—they prefer God’s
glory above their own individual happinefs. There-
fore they rcjaicé,. not merely becaufc God is good to
them, individually, but becaufe he glorifies himfelf, and
promotes the general good: Confequently th¥y feel a
readianefs to acknowledge that God ¢ Crowns the year
““with ris gooduefs,” whatever their outward circum-

_ftances may be. Though they may be in want of

creature-comforts, whiie others have a fulnefs; yet

- they cheerfully acknowledge the goodnefs of God.—

Althoughasto them, “tbe fig-1ree fhouldnct bloflom, nei-
“ther fbould fruit be im the vine ; though the labor of
“the olive fbould fail, and the fields yield no meat ;
““ though the flocks lboxld be cus off from the fold, and
 there

U esmmmare
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« there fhould be no berd in the fsll—Lill they wagld re
“joice in the Lord” —rejoice, knowing that God wiil
be glorificd.—And if thcy have a fulnefs of creature-
“gdmorts, they rgjoice, not only in the enjoymeat o
thofe things, buz alfo in the confideration that Gad is,
and will be glorified in the beftowment of them. As
ticy brlieve God difpafes all things in the beft manner,

meaning tq get glory to himfelf in every event, and as
they fel rccox_kqlled to this end, which God has con-

~ ftantly in view, they can, and wili-rejo.ce, and acknow-

* lcdge ““ God erow:s the year wits Sis gocdnefs” whether:
they are abaiced; or ummd as_to their own circumitan=

ces in life,

Sucw fansfaftion in Divine government is necefla-
ty for us, in order 0 ackavwledg. sud’s gocunels in
an accegtable manner. If we are unreconciicu 10 Gud,
€an we truly fay that he is good? Is this the seal lan
guage of an unreconciled heart? 1f we are in heart
oppefed to the end of all God’s works, or if we preicr
a private intereft to Divine glory,and the general good,
-how can we fay that God crowns the year with kis
¢ goodne/s?”’ For God is not fecking private intercfts—
‘the private intereft or happinefs of his creatures is not
-his ultimate end, in the good things he beftows upon
them s His own glory, is his objeét, in every gift that

- Le




e v T D AT ,-mv\mwammmw

( 13)

he beftows, upon every individual of his creatures.—
Tor the promo‘ﬂon cf this greateft good, all merciess
and judgments, are intended ; for God will not give

his glory to another. How then can we muly fay, tb&?

God is good, even in the beftowraent of thofe geoa

]

things with. which we are furrounded, if we have aet; 7

. a oncaefs of intereft with him 2 We may rejoice in oury

having good things, of God’s providingl wighaut re-
conciliation of heart to him : But what kind of joy is,
this ? Is it not of a felfith nature? If we qnly R)OM
1n the good things which we enjoy, what fhould wedo,r

if ftripped of our earthly comforts ? In what ﬂ;ould

we tiien rejoice ? God may caufe agreat change in our’ |

circumftances; he may take from us thofe bleﬁngs

with which we are now iurrounded and proveus 1 the:
furnace of afiction: -And fhould this be the- cafe,y
fhould we be reduced to poverty, and want, God would

be as good as he is now, and as worthy to be praifed.—

He would anfwer the fame benevolent end, in takmg

from ®s, that he does now, in loading us with his be-

nefits. And with the fame temper of mind, with

which we can truly acknowledge his goocnefs, and

praife his name in profperity, we can rejoice in Gods

and acknowledge his goodnefs, in adverfity. Witha
reconced heart, we can blefs ataking, asweltag a-giv-

ing
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ing, God. And without this temper, in vain we may
expe our offerings will be accepted by him, whofe
-eyes fee, and whofe eyelids mark out the goings ot the
children of men.

II. WEe are to take notice, in fome particulars,
wherein this year has been crowned with God’s goodnefs
soward us.

- Taouen God is good at all times—unchangingly
good—good in every event—and worthy to be praited,
et our circumftances be what they may, yet thole thinzs
which are in themielves favours and bleflings to us, in
the prefent e¢n'oyment .7 them, call for prefent and
particular ackaowldgicents o God.  And in the
continuance, an:! beftowment of fuch favours and blef-
fings, God has crowned this year with his goodnels
soward us.

Tre following particulars efpecially deferve to be
noticed upon this occafion.

1. Gobp has crowned this year with his goodnefs, in
continuing to us the bleffings of civil and religious li-
berty.

Tuese United States, having in years paft, through
the blefling of God, fhaken off the voke of Britifh
‘Tyranny, and oppreflion, through his blefing we yet
aontinue a fres people. We yet tafte the fweets of lie

berey
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berty and freedom. We have Conftitutions, snd Eaws;
formed upon juft, and equitable principles. Whilc‘
thev bind us to-order, they cqually guard our lives,
our properties, and privileges. We have thofewh&

we choofe, to rule over us, and we have the pﬂﬂk’
of choofing for ourfelves again, and again
~ In mateers of religion our confciences &notbound.
We may believe, and worthip as we think is right,
without expofing ourfelves to dcath-—or bonds—or ex~
penfe of property—or the lofs of civil privileges.—
CouLp we, for a moment, realize the fituation of
millions in other parts of the world, who are flavesun-’

der civil, and ecclefiaftical tyranny, liow highly M
we prize our Libertics, and, if auated by benevolence,

hdw earneftly thould we defire, and how heartily fthould
we pray that the opprefled in other countries mightob-
tain like privileges with us !

O, mv fellow-citizens, gratefully acknowledge the ,
goodnefs of God in the continuance of the bleflings of
civil, and religious Libsrtv ; and take care to improve
thole privileges wifely, and feck their further continu-
ance : Yea, 1eek to hard them down, inviolate, to ge-
nerations yet unborn ; that your children and children’s
children may thure in like bleflings.  On the one
hand, keep your eyes open, and guard againft the de-
vices of aidu.ning, arbitrary men, who would fetter you

and

":’aw:ﬂu'& 'uml.- e igp.
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and rivet your fetters unawares : On theother, suard a-
gainft all unreafonable, and ungratéful jealoufies, and
préjudices, with refpe to your rulers—and ¥gainft the
fratagems of unprincipled, licentious, and unruly men>
wio would bring you into a fiaze of anarchy, inteftine
war, and confufon. |

Be carchd to attend meetings, when votes are to be |
carried in for Members of Conarefs, or officers of :

State. Take pains to find out the beft men to be e- %
* Jelted into important Staticns, and give your votes for g

men of principle, of knowledge, and integrity. And  }
_ do nat Jafe your precious priv:ieges, obtained with fo
- fnuch exp:afe of blood and treafure, by a careiefs nez-

le of the price put into vour hands.

2. Goo has crowned this vear with his goodnefs,

mortal diforders, and in jranting general health.
<

towards us, 1n preventing the fpread of contagious, ‘

He hath faved us 1n this land, {rom that < peflilence ]
 wbhich wa'keth in darknzs, axd from téat defivuslion ;
w.hich wa/l:th at nocn-day.

Trovuca fome places in the Union have been vifited
with ficknefs, and mortality, yes, in general, health has
been enjoyed within our borders.

Our State has been greatly favcured in this refoe®: |
No fweeping ficknefs has prevailed among us. That

- God,
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God, at whofe command all diforders go and come, has
{pared us in the multitude of his tender mercics. |
Tue inftances of mortality in this towa, the pre-
fznt year, "have not been very numerous, confidering
the number of inhabitants. If [ miftake not, bu: twen-
ty-one perfons, oldand young, have died in this town, |
fiace the laft State-Thankfziving. Though this is
more than double the number that have died in any
one year bcforc, fince I have been among you, yet it

~ cannot, with propriety, be faid, that it has been a very

fickly, dying year, among us. Aad while we would
drop atear of fympathy with thofe who have.l.)gcn call-
ed to'mourning, let us rejoice, 2nd give glory to God,
for the general health enjoyed, and the many lives pre-
ferved. And as we are vet among the living, let itbe
our concern wifely to improveour fpared lives, andour
continued health. O let us live, not 1n vain—not to

ourfelves, but to the glory of God, and the benefit of
ozr ~eneration. Lt it be our concera to be ufeful in
our families; among our neighbours, in the Church of
Geod, and in Society in gz2aeral while we live ; thatour
end may be peaceiul, and our memory blefled.

3. Gob has crowned tais year with his goodnefs, in
cauflog a remarkable plenty of the neceflaries, and
comforts of life.

C il
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Hn has wonderfully. profpered the labour- of the»
' hufb wndman. - He has caufed the earth abundantly to
~yield her mcreafe, and the frult-trecs very- plentlfully

to yield tieir fruit.
- Our tables may be furnifhed with a rich varxety of

oood things to nourifh, 2nd to pleafe. N
A more plentiful hqrvcﬁ who can remember‘ .,
\Vrm the greate? proprxcty, we may fay, with re-"
fpe’t to the fruits of .the cartb o« Gad bas trawmd this

e year with bis goodnefs.” | N
AnpD whxlc we have a fulnefs of crcafurc-cormorts,f |
N }c.. us realize from whom we have recelv"d ther, and feel
~ our obhgatxons to l’nprovc thﬂm to thc honor of his
'/.namc. Let us ‘guard againt all cxtrava'vance, and in-
tcmperance, in ‘the ufe of tnofe thmgs. When we. ca:,' .
det us not eat to ourfdvcs ; whcn we drmk,' fet us-not
drmk to ourfclves, but to the giory of thc great Pa-
rent of all gocd. Letus ufc t‘xe t!‘mcs of the world -

© as not abuﬁng them: While we are yoyful in profperi- -
" ty, let us not wax fat, and ; kick am‘n& God: Let our

- J9y beofagrateful, not of a fen! fual, and carnal nature. T

Ax D, like benevolent fouls, let us ftudy to improve
the gnod things put into our hands,. for the general

‘ tic

gocd. Todo good and communicate let us not for.

get. Let the neeoy and di i’crei‘"cd fhare with us in the”
o bounth
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‘Hounties of Providence. Freely we have received,
freely let us give; remembciing we are Stewards; ac-
couatable for our ftewardfhip.
4. Gob has crowned this year with his goodnefs, in
<ontinuing peace in our borders.

Howsvnn defirous any of the contendmg parties in

* Europe may have been, t involve us In their bloody

quarrel—or however indulirious fome of our owneciti~
zens may have been to bring us into a ftate of -open.
war—by the God of peace we are yet dﬁ‘mgu{hui n

- €15 ref] pelt.

| OUR~*mufcs and ficlds are not laid dc‘datc, our
* POIts are not blockaded—our property is -not e'{pe'xd-
ed—and the bleod of our citizens is not fpllled, &3

‘other parts of the world.

AND, O my Fathers and Brethren, while you re-
member the wormwood and the gall—the bitternefs of

war in years pa{t —and while you hear of the diftrefs,

and carnage ameng cther nations ; can you forbear to
offer a tributc of. praife to God, that you now fit ua-
der your own vines, and fig-trees, without any to make
you afraid! And will you not, by humble prayer, by
virtue, and penitence, feck a lengthening out of your
ttanqutlity ?

O Takp heed to reader unzo God agreeable to his
denefits, and do not proveke him to fend his defolating

-
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judgments abroad in our laad. And while, Lke vaii-

ant men, you cver itand ready to defend your righss,
a.ad privileges, againft fuch as may feek your ruiz-—
At the fame time take care that vou are not beguiled by

the infinuations of hafty, or defigning men, who would

involve their Country in war, to gratify revenge ; or |
in hopes thereby to receive fome private benefit to

~ themfelves. And-remember, that war is not always
‘expedicnt, even when it might be juft.

.. Anotugr inftance, worthy of notice, wherein |

<« Ged bas crownzd this year with bis goodnefs,” is his
prcfcrvmo tbc life of the Prcﬁdv:nt of thefe United

.‘.C€S.

Guop rulers are an unfpeaL“bxc bxcﬁino' to any peo-'

ple. Wein this land, are favoréd with cae at the head
of our public affairs, who rofe, by merit, to the impor-
tant Station, and who has; 1n the moft trying {tenes,

witnefled his prudence and integrity.  Arnd though, oi

late, fome. in different parts, in their wannih, have un-
gratefully lavifhed their inve&lives againfthim, yet, my
tellow-citizens, while we rejoice that WASHING-
TON lives, we belicve he Lives the fame WASHING-

TON who headed our troops in the American contel

R Wy R

We believe he remains as firmly, as ther,
his Country’s cauie—to her libertiss, and

nriviione.

}
MRS
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and that he manages the affairs now .depencing upca
him, with no l¢§ wifdon and pru&ence, and no lefs for
our benetit, 25 a Nation. The prefervation of his life
tirough this CRITICAL YEAR, may be juftly reckoned
one of the greateft of our National bleflings.——Had
he been taken away—aznd one lefs knowing-—lefs vir-
tuous, of more hadty, had ftepped into his place—what
x.na.y we reaivnabiy think would have been the prefent
fitusuion of Nourth America! What more likely, thag

diicord amoa:z our:cxvc and war with foreign Powers?
And theusa fomne in their zeal may have faid that
war 15 grcfcrablc to peace, on preféh' terais, Yyet
w..crc is the caadid, deiiberate, lrf..r.ncd benevolent
sz\n who will, in the csol of the day, give it as his
_cpinion, that war would be o ‘wore for the intereft, and

happinefs of this country, than the contiruance of praces
on prmclplea lately raiified.®

Lzt us ther, while we luve our Prefident, and ad-
mire his prudence, give glory to God for endowing him
with o much wifdom, mcderation and integrity, and

for

* TuaT which is really unjuft in its nature, and dangerous

inats unuqm, way be made fo to appear, by fair ftatements,
and candid arguments. News-paper invedlives againft pub-
lic charaéters—burning their k.fhigies—and the like, inftead of

being folid araumcms-— are an abufe of Ji iberty, a fuand«d to
an cnlightensd people—~and cvidence a facticus § piiits

[}
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for preferving hig life and ulcivinefs, to this tme—
. Ard let it be our forvent prayer; that ke may live, and
continue a rich bicfling to his Counury ior many vears
~yet to come,

6. Taz continuzace of gofoel-priviieges muit not
be forgotien, while we taze nouce of the igitances

wherein God has crowasd this year with Lis goodacls.

“WHiLs the gofpel is % lightly eftermed, and fo
~ fhainefully weawed by many at the preient day, we aie
glad to find that the Chief Mzgifirarc of Tars State,
ia his Proclamarion, mensions the continuanceof Tats,
as a blefiag, abovz ail others to be noticed on the pre-
fonr occafion.  For truly it is a bleffing which as far
cxceeds others, as eternity exceeds time.

TaE golpel is a grcat blefling in fociety : Its dec-

vine, 2nd precepts, rezd and preached, iend to reftrain
mea fiom fuch practices, as are injurious,—and excize
them to thofe whick are of focial, aad public bencit.
This is fo cvidear, that it is acknowledped even by
masy whodeny the authenzicity of diviae Revelanaz.
AxD let infidels fay what they will in oppofition to
Chriftianity, the true Chriftian Ky ows the gofpel to be
of Gad and to b2 an ualprakabls price put intohis hands
o get wifdom. In confirmaticn of this, hear the Sa-
our’s words, « If ary man will do bis will, be {553
kissw of the dsSrine whether it beof C:d siv whather T
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Jpeak of myfelf.® ‘True Chriftians find this promife
fulfilled ; they do the will of God, and know the docs
trine of the gofpel to be of him. They not oaly fee
rational, external evidence, in favour of Chriftianity,
but they alfo find in themfelvesa witnefs of its authen-

- ucity.  They FeeL the power of its truth upen their

own fouls. They find their ‘owa hearts, as finners, to
bz as reprefented in the holy icriptures—and they ex-

pericnce the fulfilment of gofpel-promifes; in the be-
Rowment of fuch frurftual bleflings, as the world €an
naither give, nor take away. Therefore, aman, blind

- from ixis birth, may as well ufe arguments, to convince

onz who fees, that there is no fun—as zn infidel ufe ar-

v guments with one, in the lively exercife of the Chni-

tian faith, to voavince him that the gofpel is not of
" Taz true Chrifiizn has much perfonal acquaintance
with that glorious Savicur, of whom the gofpel fpeaks.
Him having not feen, bz loves ; in him, thouga now
ke fess him not, yvet believing, he does rejoice——He

Ynows him in whom he has believed :—-He has fenfi-

b.¢, and fweet communion with the Father, aad with the

Son Chrift Jefus. Therefore, however ctbcrs may {l:ight
and negle@ gofpel-privileges, true chriltiass do and
wil highly prize them, and number them among theie
Tax

CoIceit mercies.
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Tnt gbfpa is to them as a light ﬂn'umr in a dark

| .phce It contains for them the richeft trcafurcs—-« is
‘afield wherein is the Pearl of great price. It eni:gh-

tens -their ‘minds—warms their ucarts--guxdcs their
fcct-—-fupp;)rts and comforts them under trials—and
fweetens to them all other ctgcavments. It s oo&rme
dlﬁlls upon thclr fouls, as the dew, and as the rain up-
on the tender herb-—-rcvxvmg, and ‘canfing thcm LY |
grow. It teaches them to v'cw death as 2 fn::::d |
| think, with pieaiure,. of '\amnv with all t‘mt is pear
- and dear b°low the Sun-—of aa)pcarmfr in ctcmal
worfd to l’Ct.ClVC a final reward —In the light of the
"of pcl, they 1ooL bqond thc curtain of ti time, and *nakc
dlfco‘Vcncs which raife thcnr cxpe&atxo'xs-—raw{h their -
Sonls and invite them through the gloomy vale, to
fugcnor blifs. They receive an carnc{t of ﬂwfe blef-
ﬁag* which the gofpel promxfcs, and thus are encoura-
gedto p“& throngh ]ordan, to inherit t‘lc hcavcn‘y

Qwaw. :‘i:

O~ account of' fuch comforts derived from the gox
pd, it is highly prized by true Chriftians.
Tuzy alb highly prize gofpel- -priviieges, as they re-

fpeé" the good of others. -They know the gofpel re-
~ veals the only way of Salvation for felf-ruined man,
and that it is the wifdom of God, aad the pewer of

(sod
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God to the falvition of thofe who balicve. And their
benevolence leads them to hope, that; wheie thie galpel.

. is enjayed, it will be a medn, of bringing maay oiitof

- darlncfs, int> marvellous lxght--ofbegctnngthcmagam |
t0 a lively bopc,-—of raifing dhicin to newnefs of lifes

 and new obedxencc—-md of calliag them into the glo-

- mous liberty of the fons of Gol. Such are the clfc®s

- of oafpcl—truth accompameé with the influernce of the

holy Spirit. - Somc of us pro"c& to know thefe thmgs <

| { by cxocnencc, and havewc indeed feen the beauty, fe& | |

o ;_thc importance, and sa%ted the fwcetncfs of gofpcl-

-~ and fhall wc not rencwctlly praxfe God for his diﬁm- |

gux.hmor gracc, and for the conanuance of gofpel-prl- o

. vxlcgcs to.us, aad to our Lind 2 Shall i wc not heartily

- pray that the gofpcl may be more hlghly cﬁcemcd and -
. miore wnfcly lmprovcd where it is enjoycd 3 and that

it may have free-courfe among all nations, and cnhght-
en every part of theworld? =

LET us all, as one, feel our ?ccuhar abligations for
the precious means of grace which we enjoy, and «ake
~ - heed to improve them to the honor of God, the bene~

- fit of our generation, and the fah ation of our own fouls.
Let us love the chara&cr, rely on the merits, walk
‘n the precepts, and imitate the examples of that glo-
rious Saviour which the gofpel reveals: That this may

" D not




¢ 26 1)

fot- be our condemnation, thac light is come into. the
world, and we loved darknefs rather than light, our
deeds being evil.

AND now, undera fenfe of the numerous, dlﬁ'mguxfh-
ing favours with which we are furrounded, let us grate-
fully acknuwledge the goodnefs of God, and render
uato him agreeabie to his benefits.

Tae rich bleflings we enjoy, demand fomething
more than lip-offerings—fome. hing better than carnal
rejoicing, on this occafion: They call for thankful
hearts—and holy .joys. O let us offer to God an ac-
ceptable facrifice—a hearty tribute of praife. Let us
rejoice, not in a brutal carnal manner—but as becomes
rational creatures—as becomes thofe who were at firf(
made but 2 little lower than the angels—as becomes

men-—2as becomes Chriftians.
Mavy all our hearts be affeted with divine benefits--

may all our fouls be filled with love, and gratitude—
and may all our powers be employed in giving glory
to HIM whbofe goodnefs crawns the year.

A M E N
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Several of the Snbfcrzbm to the Publicatson of the

= precedimg Difcourfe, thinkmg many of the ideas
and fentiment: therein contaimed, frmlar to thofe
of bis Excellexcy, Goversor Gilman, to the Le-

iflature, bave requefied that the folbwmg Ex-

.4
“traéls frem dns Sp:ed, and Jlmrﬂcpb, be Sub-
gommed.

WHEN we contemplate the gracious- indulgence
of the Su Govemor of thcg'Ummfc, in con-
du&ing the Amcrican People through their arducus
couflit for freedom ; the happy- privileges we enjoy,
in forming {yftems of Government, eaalting laws,
and making -regulations for promoting the general
oood cf the community. ‘When we view the general

rofpcnty of aur Counuy, the hign degree of honor -
the United States have attained under tbe adminiftra-
tion of our Federal Government, the opportunity
that sll claffes of citizens have of enjoying happinefs,
in a de fcarcely known in other Nations—With
hearts filled with grantude, we fheuld endeavourte per-
petuate thefe happy privileges.

Wi are all under folemn engagements to fupport

the Conftitution of this State, and the Cornftitution of
the
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the United States: This we may efieem, not only as
our duty, but 2sa kigh privilege, that-we have fo good
{yftems to fupport. If any defefs are difcovered in
them, the method of obtaining remedy is pointed out.

Notwithftanding thefe cxfcumﬁanccs, there 1s reafon to
apprehend that Tome perfons in various parts of the
United States; are 1nimical to the {yflem of our Ge-
neral Government, and to the adminiftration. Sundry
tranfattions heretofore have had fuch an appearance.
Of late, a neuocxatxon, a2 propoled agreemcnt with a fo-
reign Nation, taoush incomplete, has, by a breach of
official confidence, been uthered to the public. Suppofed
defefts in the inftrunsent, have been feized on with avi-
The Executive of the United States, and the
Negociater on the part of America; hiave been highly
cenfured in-indecent Fublications, and ethermfe, pre-

vicus to the putlic’s having knewledge of the realons
which might lead to fuch a negociation. But I wiil

'I\fa

or 2dd to thb difagrecable catalowue-—-too much 15al-
1eady-known, :

WiLL Americans entertain 2n ide, (without procf)
that the Prefiden: of the United StaIGa, after having

. rendered them fuch important, difintereited fervices,in

War and 1n Peace, hasnow become their epemy 2 Shall
the ‘ackaowiedo2d anle) Negociator be fo 1l reated ?
S: vnl Senators be burnt in LPw\ for an oninton offici-
ally givea—and «li the s,wlu n tue 1cafuns “which indu-
ced their coadu '1, are unkeown ? Shail the Lilerty of

the Prefs, our pride and our boaft, L" converted to Li-
centicufefs ¢—Surely Virtue, and Love of our Country,
ﬁlOUli r\u L:d fuch dxl“l"'

Our ln"“m ol N ational Government originated
from the only true ,m'rn, of 2ll civil Government, the
creat-body of the i cop:c-—-—n muft be the higheft wif-
dom to fuppert this {; fiev—io fupport thefe who are

aI)"’Olutcu
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appointed to adminifterit, fo-long as we are deftitute
 of. any evidence of* mal-prattice.—B8t us not be-an-
‘grateful to thofe who have donedo much for our com-
won Country—Let us not be ungrateful to the Su-
~ preme Governor of Nations, who has favoured us with .
~ apportunitiés and advantagesunknown tomany others;
bu: to befeech him to turr the hearts of all ‘to the ways
of truth, peace, and happinefs. o .
" For my cwn part, [ freely declare, that my confi-
dence in the Prefident, the Negociator, and the Sena-
tors, (Who it is faid advifed to the ratification of th=
treaty ) is not, ir: the leaft degree, impaired ; and 1 find
myfelf more zealoufly engaged to fupport the Govern-
ment and Adminiftration, than heretofore, believing, as
I do, that attempts are mzking to deftroy it. B

SuouLp any think I have unneceffarily introduced
this fubjedt, 1 can only fay, it is with me a fixed fenti-
ment, that our conftituents have a right to expeét fromy
us an explicit avowal of principles, and our opirion
refpecting the fituation of their public affairs at all times,
when particular circumftances make it neceflary, and
that fuch 1s the prefent crifis. ]

Y. 7. GILMAN. *




A NS W E R
Of tke New-lampfbire Legiflature to Governor Gil-
- man’'s Speech.
SIR,

WITH the higheit {atisfatios, we meet your Ex-
cellency at this ufual feafon for tranfa&ting the bufinels
of the State, and difcharging the duties affigred us ; and
with pleafure review the fituation of our affairs as a
qt.arc, and as United. wita the other States by the Fe-

eral Compatt.

Gn ATEFUL fo that Being, who conducted us thyough
our 2duous cenif, to frecdom, and enabled us to e-
ftablith our Stzte and Federal Conftituuons upon the
only true foundation of all civil Government, the
Will of the People—we fhould deem it ingratitude to
Him, and treacl:ery toour Conftituents, did we not ex-
plicitly exprefs our determination to fupport them ;
pamcularlv, when the Government of the Umtcd States
nas been {o adminiftered. as to claim refpe@ ‘rom Fo-
reign Powers, enfure us Pesce; and a degree of profper-
ny “and happinefs fcarcely known to other nations.

VW E cannot forbear recalling to view, the very dif-
ferent ficvation of our Country, whcn your Excellen-
£5 was firit cleCted to the Chair of Government, and

1ts prefent circumftances and profpc&s. At that time -
there was a high prooablhty of our being invoived in
~} the difireiles of the prefent deftru@ive and defola-
ting war in Europe ;—Now, by the wifdom of the Su-
preme Executive of the United States, Peace, on Lo-
noucrabie orourds—-—I-Lppme* s—Prolperity —1s the ea-
vied portion of this highly favored country.

As defefts are difcovered in the general Conftitution,

that Conftitution has happxlvpynrcd out the means of
amendment. ' While it reomains unaitered, its purity as
a R~publican Repr-fenrative Government, can only be
preferved by the Conftituted Autherities exercifing

cheir traft, withiout attenps from any patiicular por-
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tion of the People to influence their decifions.—The
attempts recently made, meet our higheft difapproba-
tion. Should any enemies to the g=neral flow of prof-
perity, attempt the fubverfion of the {pftem of our
General Government, or oppofition to 1ts conftitution-
al a&s, as from various circumftances there may be
‘reafon to appreiiend—it fhall be our part to omit no

exertions to defeat their purpofes.
‘Tue Negociation, or treaty with a Foreign Nation,

which, before it was completed by the parties, was,bya

breach of official confidence, ufhered to thepublic, has
been made the inftruirent to undermine the Conftitu-
tion, and leffen the confidence of the People in the ad-
miniftrators of Government. The exercife of 2 pow-
er vefted by the Conftitution, and which, ‘when thus
~ exercifed, required obedience from the people and from
- every department of Goverament, has ‘unhappily been
made the vehicle of Faltion, to excite difaffection inthe
- Citizens—to the Senate of the United Staies who ad-
vifed, and the Prefident who completed, the-stification:
of this Compa& of -Treaty. . -

WaiLg, with your Excellency, we expre{; our con-
fidence in the virtuz and ability of the M:nifter, whe

negociated this Treaty—the Senate of the United -

B States, who advifed to its ratification—and in the Pre-
fident, the difinterefted patrior, friend and father of his

Countiy, who complied with this advice—we equally

feel abhorrence for thofe difturbers of the public peace,

who have endeavoured to render abortive, meafures fo -

well calculated to 2dvance the happinefs of our Coun-

ury. And we alio join with your Excellency in fensi-

ment, that, in this crifis, it is our duty to exprefs this

our opinion —which, we are happy to find, 15 alfo the

2!moft univerfal opinion of the Citizen: of this State.

F I N1 S,




