By THE PR ESIDENT oOF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERIC A4,

A PROCLAMATION. =

HEN we review the calamities which affli&t fo many other nations, &

prefent condition of the United States affords much matter of confo-
lation and fatisfaétion. Our excmption hitherto from foreign war—an encrcaf-
ing profpe&t of the continuance of that exemption—the great degree of inter-
nzl tranquility we have enjoyed—the recent confirmation of that tranquility,
by the f{uppreflion of an furreition which fo wantonly thrcatened it—the
happy courfe of our public affairs in general—the unexampled profperity of
all claffes of our citizens, are circumftances which peculiarly mark our fituation
with indications of the Divine Beneficence towards us. In fuch a ftate of
things it is, in an efpecial manner, our duty as a people, with devout reve-
rence and affe@ionate gratitude, to acknowledge our many and great obliga-
tions to ALmicrty Gop, and to implore him to continue and confirm the

blefings we cxperience.

Deeply penetrated with this fentiment, I GEORGE WASHINGTON,
Prefident of the United States, do recommend to all religious focietics and
denominations, and to all perfons whomifoever within the United States, to
{ct apart and obferve Thurfday the ninctee:th day of Fcbruary next, as a Day
of Public Thankfgiving and Prayér; and oa that day to meet together, and
render their fincere and hearty thanks to the Great Ruici of natiuiis, for the
manifold and fignal mercics which diftinguith our lot as a nation ; particu-
larly for the po&cﬂi.’m of conftitutions-of government which unitc, and by
their union cltablifh liberty with order—For the prefervation of our peacc fo-
rcign and domeftic—for the feafonable controul which has becn given 1) a
fpirit of difrder, in the {uppreffion of the late infurrc@ion—and generally,
for the profperous courfe of our affairs public and private ; and at the fame
time, humbly and fervently to befcech the kind Author of thefe bleflings,
gracioufly to prolong them to us—to imprint on our hearts a deep and {olesnn
fenfe of our obligations to him for them—to teach us rightly to eftimate their
immenfc value—to preferve us from the arrogance olg profperity. and from
hazarding the advantages we enjoy by delufive purfuits—to difpofe us to me-
rit the continuance of his favours, by not abufing them, by our gratiwde for
them, and by a corrcfpondent condu@ as citizens and as men—to render this
country more and more a fafe and propitious afylum for the unfortunate of
other countrics—to extend among us true and ufeful knowledge—to diffufe
and cftablifh habits of fobriety, ordcr, morality and piety ; and finally, to im-
part all the bleflings we poffefs, or afk for ourfelves, to the whole family of

mankind.

In teftimony whereof, I have caufed the Sear of the Uxirro StaTes of

AMERICA f0 be affixed to thefe prefemts, and figncd the djarne with

- my Hand. Done at the city of PuiLapELruina, the firfl day of Fa-

(:) nuary, one thoufand fever hundred and minely-five, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the mincteenth.

By the Prefident, ﬁo N %ﬂtlyhn

&Ep: RaxpoLrH.
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IPnnntn AT Provinesce, ay CarRTER AKD \Vuu.\'sos.?
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