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‘A Proclamation.
HEN we review the calamities which affli¢ {fo many other

A Nations, the prefent condition of cthe United States affords much mateer of confolacion dnd fa-
tisfaltion. Qur exemprion hitherto from foreign war----an increafing profpet of the conti-
nuance of that exemption----the great degiee of internal tranquillity we have enjoyed----the recent confir-
ation of that tranquillity, by the fuppreflion of an infuire@ion which fo wantonly threatened it----the hap-
py courfe of our public affairs in geiteral--—~the utiexampled profpetity of all claflcs of our Citizens, are cir-
cumftances which peculiarly mark our ficuation With indications of the Divine Benificence towards us. In
fuch a ftate of things it is, in an cfpecial manner, our duty as a People, with devout reverence and affec-
tionaté graticude, to acknowledge our many and greac obligadions to ALmicuty Gop, and to implore him
tc continue and confirm che bleflings we experience,

Déeply penetrated with this fentiment, I GEORGE WASHINGTON, Preti-
dent of the United States, do recommend to all Religious Societics and Denominations, and to all Perfons
whomfocver within the United States, to fec dpart and obferve THITRSD AY the Nincteenth day of Febru-
ary nexr, as 4 Day of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING and PRAYE ! ; and on that Day to meet togethez,
and render their fincere and hearty thanks to the Great Ruler of Nacions, for the manifold and fignal mer-
cies, which diftinguifh our lot as a nation ; parcicularly for the pofleflion of Conftitutions ot Government,
which unite, and by their union eftablith liberty with order---for the prefervation of our Peace forcign and
domeftic----for the feafonable controul which has been given td a fpiric.of diforder, in the fuppteflion of the
late Infurtection-—-4nd generally, for the profperous courfe of our affairs public and private ; and at the
fame rime, humbly and fervently to befeech the Kind Author of thefe Bleflings, gracioufly to prolong them
to us----to imprinc on our hearts a decp and folemn fenfe of our obligations to Him for them:---to teach us
rightly to eftimate their immenfe value--~to preferve us from the atrogance cf profperity, and from hazard-
ing the advantages we enjoy by delufive purfaics--<to difpofe us to merit the continuance of his favours,
by not abufing them, by our gratitide for thiem, and by a correfpondent condud as Citizens and as Men- -~
to render this Country more and more a fafe and propitiods Afylum for che unfortunate of other Countrics
--~to extend among us true and vfeful knowledge---to diffufe and eQtablifh habits of fobriety, order, moral-

ity and piety ; and finally, to imparc all che bleflings we poflefs, or afk for ourfelves, to the whole Family
of Mankind.

In Teflimony Whereof, Ibave caufed the Seav of the UniTeD STATES of AMERICA f0 b affixed to

(’f_:°) thefe Prefents, and figned the fame with my Hand.  Done at the city of PHiLADELPHIA, the
Vo Sirft day of Janiary, one thoufand feven bundred and ninety-five, and of the Independence of

the United States of America the nincteentb,

G: WASHINGTON.
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