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BY HIS EXCFLLENCY,,

ISAAC TICHENOR, Esavnrs
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A PROCLAMATION.

I HAT there is one Armicity Beine who governs the world, to whom we are refponfible, and on whole providence we
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depend for every blefling, is a truth inculcated by reafon, and enforced by the chriftian religion.  To him are due all the gratitude and
homage of his rational offspring.  But more efpecially are we called upon, at the clofe of the year, to recognize his benevolence, and

exprefs in humble devotion our obligations for the peculiar difplays of his abundant goodnefs to the people of our land.

I have therefore thought fit, by and with the advice of the Council, and at the requeft of the General Aflembly, to appoint
THURSDAY THE EIGHTH DAY OF DECEMBER NEXT, to be obferved as a DAY OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE
throughout this State ; recommending to all minifters and people of every religious denomination, to confecrate faid day to the purpoi-
es of facred devotion ; to affemble at their refpective places of public worfhip, and with humble and joyful hearts, and in fervent ex-
preflions of unfeigned gratitude, to unite, in recounting the favors of Almighty God. Particularly, let us praife him for thofe great
political and civil privileges, which fo highly diftinguifh the people of this and the United States ; that thefe privileges are ftill continu.-

ed to us, and while the nations of Europe are convulfed, we are permitted to enjoy independence, freedom and peace.

It is becoming, that we praife him, for the (miles of his providence the paft year, in caufing the earth to yield her increafe, and
afford fupplies for man and beatft : for the general health enjoyed by the citizens of our State, and the fuccefs which has attended the la-
bor of their hands : for the profperous ftate of our literary inftitutions, and for improvements in the ufeful arts. Above all other
things, let us praife him for the gift of a Savior, the revelation of the gofpel, the fuccefs which has attended its adminiftration, the

bleflings thereby conferred on civil fociety, and the rewards promifed to the humble and fincere believer, beyond the grave.

And while with thankful hearts, we unite, to praife the Lord tfor his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the children of
men, let us alfo with decp humiliation, confefs our fins before him. Let us acknowledge and lament the degeneracy of our nation, and
the prevalence of vice among us : and let us fervently implore forgivenefs through the blood of our divine Mediator, and fupplicate for

ourfelves, and our nation, the continuance of thofe favors, which we have juftly forfeited.

In particular, let us pray that the Father of mercies would continue his favor and protection to the United States : that he would
infpire the Prefident, and all the officers of the general government with wifdom, integrity and patriotifin, and crown with his blefling,
their exertions for the public welfare : that he would blefs the government and people of this State, and impart to all orders of men that
charity which feeketh not her own, and that wifdom of the prudent which is to underftand his way : that fuccefs may attend every law-
ful and ufeful enterprize, Loth in this and the other States : and that a due refpeét for the laws and conftituted authorities may be ob-
ferved throughout our land : that our {chools, academies and colleges may become more and more promotivs  knowledge and piety :
that he would endue the minifters of the gofpel with the fpirit of our Redeemer, whofe doétrines and precepts they are called to incul-
cate, and accompany with his blefling all the means of grace : that he would reftrain the ambition, and hoftile contentions of the nations

of Europe, and haften on that happy period, when the eftablilhbment of ratmnal liberty, and the mvaluablc bh.ﬂinm. of the gofpel of
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peace fhall extend over the whole earth.
Given under my hand in Council, this 2d day of November, in the Year of our Lord 1808.
ISAAC TICHENOR.
By His ExceLLENCY’s command.

WirLiam Pace, Jun. Sec’y.
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