In CONGRESS, Exeter Nov. 4, 1775,
A PROCLAMATION
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A public THANKSGIVING.

'TVHEREAS it is the indifpenfable Duty of Mankind to own, in the moft publick and
4 tolemn Manner, their Obligations to the DEITY ; and, amidft the very alarming
S:iuviton of our public Affairs, we have conflant Streams of Mercy flowing to us from the
great and inexhauftible Fountain of Good, though a finful and undeferving People, which
czil tor our moft grateful Acknowledgments--- We, the REPRESENTATIVES of the Colon
or NEW HAMPSHIRE, in CONGRESS affembled, have thought fit to advife, that Thurf-
dav the jorh ot this Inflant November, be obferved and kept as a Day of publick THANKS-
GIVING throughout this Colony——And, bereby recommend it to Minifiers and People to
devute a reafonable Part of faid Day to the Worthip of GOD in their refpe&ive Congregati-
ons, and offer to him their united Afcriptions of Praife for all his Mercies ; particularly for his
providential Influence in effe®ing and preferving fo remarkable and very interefling 2 Union
of the AmericanColonies, for the Defence of their invaded Rights :—For rendetin‘ abortive
the unwearied Efforts of our Enemies to engage ourFrench and IndianNeighbours againft us ;—
For reftraining and preventing the cruel and wanton Forces of Britain from further ion
of the Lives and Subflance of the Americans :—For preventing a grester Prevalence of Epi-
demical Sicknefe in the Camp, and a more g:e“nl pread thereof in our Towns :—For his
merciful Appearance for us, when, by fevereDrought, our Fears were juftly alarmed, left great
Scarcity_ot the Fruits of the Earth (much to be dreaded at any Time, and efpecially fo in the
prefent State of Things) fhould enfue, and giving Rain from Heaven and competent Harvefls,
and even 2 very confiderable Plenty of fome of the Fruits of the Earth :—As alfo for eonti-
nuing to us the invaluableBleﬁnﬁof the Gofpel, amidft our civil Embarrafments. And, to-
gether with our devout Praifes, let us offer to the great Head of Influences our humble and
fervent Supplications, that he will prote& us amidft impending Dangers. deliver us out of our
Difirefles, and reflore, upon equitable and conflitutional Principles, the Union and Harmony
that heretofore fubfified between Great-Britain and the Colonies, fo happily for both :—That
he will make us truly bumble under his Judgments, as well as thankiul for bis Mercies ;—
‘That his Goodnefs may lead us to Repentance, and that the Earth may be filled with his
Glory. And itis recommended and expefted that all Perfons religioufly abftain from all fer-
vils Labor, and fuch Recreations as are unbecoming the Solemnity of the Occafion.

By Order of Congrefs,
MATTHEW THORNT O N, Prefid:nt,



