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}’ 0 S H UA xxivth CHAP. I7th Virse, o

« For THE LORD 0UR GOD; HE IT IS THAT BROUGHT
US UP, AND OUR. FATHERS: OUT OF THE LAND OF:
- EGYPT, FROM THE HOUSE OF BONDAGE, AND WHICH
 DID THOSE GREAT SIGNS IN OUR SIGHT ;..AND
PRESERVED US IN ALL THE WAY WHETHER WE
. WENT, AND AMONG ALL THE PEOPLE THROUGH
- WHOM WE PASSED,”

1 < -

THESE words contain the anfwer and the
acknowledgement of the children of Ifrael to Jofhua,

who had ftated- the laws and the conftitution of;
Mofes, as an objet worthy of their choice. A
fentiment and propofition {o congemal to, their:
- feelings, did not admit of long deliberation. ‘They

unanimoufly anfwered, That they would ferve the

Lord their God—and him .only.”, At the fame
tige they bound therstfelves and. thelr poﬁenty, to ..
fipport that. religion and thofe laws, which had
for their Origin and Author the Deity him{elf.
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© But left from the numbers , which were affem-
bled, this conduc might be fufpe&ed of enthuﬁafm, '
‘or popular phrenzy, they aﬁio*n their reafons in the
words of our text. They recognlzeq'the particular
providence of God—the fingular favours he had
conferred upon't_hém——sthe demonftration to their
fenfes of his power, by figns and prodigies—the
continuation of his patronage in all.the viciffitudes
of their hiftoryy  Thefe I fay, were the caufes they
‘affigned for their choice, and for their publick and
folemn avowal of their intentions, cxcluﬁvely to
’honor and Wor{hlp the God of their fathers.

The time and place in which they made this
folemn declaration cannot but affet our minds.
They had long before been delivered from Egypt-
‘ian flavery. Under the aufpices of divine provid-
ence, they had conquered and extirpated the inhab-
itants of Canaan—They had nothing more to do but
10 enjoy a fruitful foil and falubrious climate, and
reap the harveft of their former toils and danger.
~ Their illuftrious leader fumﬂgned them to a gen-
eral aflembly—He acquaintss thern that as he had
accomphfhed the great obJe&s they had in view,
~ he thould deliver them his laft advice, -And in this
- oration, he reminded them of the fignal favours of
~ the Deity towards that generat lon. and their im-

ﬂ*‘ti"

mediate anceftors—He W s back to the time of
their great progenitor, who left an idolatrous coun-

~try a,nd conne«fhons ior the fake of worfhipping
' ' the
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the truehGO%Qﬁnd then enquir .J of them whether
they witk-take [o bright a pattern of piety to copy

. after—or elfe fuffer themfelves to be deluded by
the contagious examples of thofe nations around
them, whofe idols and falfe gods they had {een de-

ftroyed, who had neither power to protet their
votaries nor themfelves.

There are two remarks that cannot fail to com-
mand our attention from this paffage of facred
hiftory.—The firft is, that they were left to deter=
mine by their own reafon whom they would make
- the object of their worthip—from whence we
infer, That a religion dire¢tly defcending from
heaven muft be approved of by men as free agents,
and not be forced upon them as an act of 'neceflity
~or compulfion.—The next is, that Jofhua feems
to have had a thorough acquaintance with the-
weaknefs and inftability of his countrymen; other-
wife he would never have fufpedted their dere-
liction of a religion and code of laws, which were
by {fo many {enfible ewdenccs fhewn to be a legacy

from God. -~

The words of the text may be very naturally
apphed to ourfelves.—Our anceftors and we have
received fignal marks of the divine goodnefs. In
all the periods of our hiftory we may find evident ._
marks of the ﬁngular protection of heaven.—We

have been conducted through events of an extra~
~ ordinary
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ordlnary kmd and at laft are in the poﬁ'e{ﬁon of
 peace and profperity., On the prefent occafion,

we find ourfelves invited by our illuftrious Firft
Magiftrate to commemorate divine bounty, and

exprefs our national gratitude. We will readily
engage~—and the memory of paft and prefent mer-
cies will lead us to adopt the language of the people
of Ifracl——God hath preferved us in all the way
whether we went, and among all the people ‘through
. whom we pafled.

"Ii_l order fot profecuting the defign we fhall,

- Firft, Confider the propriety and utility, that na-
tlonal oratitude thould be pubhckly exPreﬂ'ed

Secondly, Let us attempt to enumerate fome of
thofe many mercies of divine providence which

delerve to be celebrated in' a?publick and {olemn
- manner.

~Thirdly, Letus examine how far we have im-

proved them aright, or what publick or prwatc
errors are to be corrected.

L. We fhall endeavour to thow that a publick
acknowledgment of national mercies is rational and
becoming, and is produ&ive of common utility.—
The proof and illuftration of this propofition will

be a demonftration of the fitnefs of our affembllng
~on this occafion: e

National
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National mercies and thofe received by indivi.

‘duals are nearly conne(ted. When the great body
of the community is afflited the members muft
{uffer pain. If then war, famine, pefhlence, or
internal commotions rage through a country, 1t 18
impoffible but that far the greater part of the in-
habitants muft be in diftrefs. Or, on the contrary,
if peace, health and plenty—if a flourifhing com-
“merce are to be reckoned among their advantages,
by far the greater part will feel the effeds.. I fay

by far the greater part—-—%ecaufe there may be fome
inftances where a few individuals fatten on the fpoils
and ruin of their country, and thefe may be fo
totally felfcentered as to rejoice at the common
calamlty But of thefe little account is to' be made.
We hope, at leaft in our own country, there are {o
few inftances as not to deftroy the force of our

general obfervatlon.

‘Another argument which we offer ‘in defence of
our general propofition is—That our Country ufu~
ally comprifes within itfelf all private good. It
contains our parents, our children, our fortunes, our
wives, our neighbours and friends.”=In a word,
all the focial endearments of life. I would not
however wifh to have this principle carried fo far
as to preclude that benevolence which we owe to
mankind at-large : But ftill, this {hould be a prior
object of affection. ' For, by the fame motive that

a man is obliged to prov1dc for his own family,
B , - before




. pare fuch a community as this with Turkey, Perfia,
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before he beftows alms on the poor, he is obliged
to engage himfelf in promoting the advantage and
felicity of his country, in preference to a remote and
-diftant corner of the earth. -

If then the profperous condition of the COmmu-
mty conveys {fo many perfonal advantqges we are
‘all interefted pelfonally in its tranquility and good.
And as far as we have evident tokens that this is
the cafe, we have the greateft caufe to be grateful
“to the Supreme Being, and of confequence could
not neglect fuch mf’ututlons as the prefent, without
“exhibiting ourfelves in the eye of heaven, as void
‘not only of piety but of fenﬁbil_i-ty. '

| But we add that by contlaf’ung our own country
with other parts of the world, we may deduce a
farther reafon for national gratitude, If then we
contraft our fituation with that of defpotic king-
 doms, it may ferve as an exemplification of the
~point in hand. Compare then a fice and happy
country, where every man is a part of the common
| foverelml,y—-where the climate is falubrious, and
the foil fruitful ; where there is fuch a mediocrity of
‘ -,f'pt)pu]ation as precludes a multitude of the wretch-
ed, and where there are .{fo many 1nvitations to in-
duftry by reaping the exclufive fruits of it. Come R
or China—-—-na‘y with moft of the civilized parts of
Europe, and we 1ha11 find motives to publick thanki-
- o1ving,



[ 11
~giving.  And 1f we apply it to ourfelves, we may
ufeithe pious language of the Plalmift, ¢ Our lines
have fallen to usin pleafant places and goodly hath
been our hentaO‘e.”

But I proceed to 1em'1rk that by negle&mg to
cultwabe religious feftivals ls, thlCh are deﬁgned for
the purpofe of exprefling national gratitude, we

naturdhy become indolent and thoughtlefs, and by
thefe means habits of vice and diffipation are formed.

- This will appear evident, becaufe at leaft one branch

of religion is neglected, and focial obligations are
doon forgotten; for the man who fuppofes no
thanks are due to his common parent will fo(m
“conclude that none are due to his fellow creatures ;
thus not only piety is obliterated—rel ative dutles
are forgotten, but the mind is fo far emafculated,
that he thinks of little clfe befide mere animal
enjoyments. And as a natural confequence, not
only the morals of the pec)plc at large are lendered
worfe ; but the mechanical arts and habits of
induftry decay. T add, the utility of thefe infti-
tutions was fuch that we find them praciced among
- the ancient heathen. If we look back to the ex-
treme periods of antiquity, we find -that publick
feftivals in favour of the ﬁlpellm powers, and eX-

preflions of gratitude to the memory of fome
~decealed and deified hero, are fome of the firfk

orades towards civilization and reﬁnement We

ﬁnd marks and vefhges of the fame cuftom among
‘ thc

Jr..}i‘l
i
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the Jews, it was made a part of their religion by
a divine prefcription. "And the common fenfe
and reafon of mankind have determined in their
favor. They animate mankind to confider the
advantages which they enjoy. And paiﬁons
are the elements of life.” They are awakened
to reflection, they are excited by the prefence *
“and countenance of each other to- remember the
divine providence—and, pleafed with the me-
mory of his goodnefs, they are awakened to moral

“and focial virtue. And to clofe our remarks
upon this head, the cuftom of our fathers, re-

~ nowned for piety and the pure worfhip of heaven,

- who felt themfelves implicitly authorized by the
precepts of the gofpel, cannot fail to have weight

~ in exciting us chearfully to attend to the duty we

have urged ; and 1 doubt not but the enumeration
of the many favors of a publick nature which we
enjoy will excite within us {fentiments and reflections

_ whlch are correfpondent

1L We fhall apply the Ianguage of the text to
ourfelves, and attempt to make a publick acknow-
' ledgement of fome of the moft diftinguithed favors

we enjoy, particularly thofe of a publick-and
natlonal kind.

As we have already on the annual thankigiving
taken notice of our religious privileges, in which
are included the bleflings we denvc from divine
xevelatmn ,
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revelation, and temporal mercies of a local nature,

“we fhall limit our obfervations to fuch as are merely
of a nattonal kind.

The firft of thefe whlgh merit our notice is that
we are a free and independent people.  This no
doubt is included in the firft claufe of the procla-_
mation, wherein we are dire®ed to compare our own
profperous condition with the calamities w’hich‘é.ffe&
other nations of the earth, Not the leaft caufe of
their calamity is their being either the provinces of

fome foreign country, or elfe under the dominion of
fome arbitrary defpot. Wretched, truly wretched

is therr condition. The produtions of induftry
are the exclufive harvelt of the fubalterns of a court.

The foil is tilled in vain, and the miferable inhabie
 tants, although the comforts and the neceffaries of

life are torn from them, cannot by their utmoft
efforts fupply the calls of an unfecling luxurious
mafter. While we call to mind the arduous ﬂrug-
gle made by our country in order to obtain fo great
a blefling as fovereignty and 1ndependence, We can-
not be unmindful of our obligations to the Lord
God of armies, who ralfed up illuftrious charaters

both in the council and the field ; who defeated |
treafons at the crifis of their execution, and who

difpofed the heart of a great potentate at the head
of a foreign nation to afford us his alliance,’and
who finally procured for us the bleflings of an
honourable peace. - The: text feems to point out

aan
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an acknowledgement of the like kind, where the
Jews fpeak of their fathers as brought out of the

houle of fondage. They acknowledged it in bebali

of their fathers ; but we of the prefent generatlon
have expenenced the falvatlon.

And if we confider what a plemtude of polltlcal
evils would have befallen us had we continued our
connection with Britain, we fhall want no motive
for our gratitude. How many wars ? What 2
welght of debt? How many connexions foreign
to our local intereft 2 What a worthlefs prince,
- corrupted court, and nobility to fupport? What

an obftruction to the commerce——induftry——-

- to the learning and morals of the people would
naturally have arifen from their jealoufy and
{ulpicion ¥ Shall we not be grateful that we have

efcaped from a nation who have avowed corruption
to be a necellary engine of their government ; whofe
avarice and rapine the wealth of the Indies cannot
fatisfy, and who feed upon the tears and rmfery of .
mankmd 2 ' '

" The next obje& pointed out to our attention as
a Caufe for publick gratitude, is * the blefling of
peace and tranqulhty »  Such a blefling is by no
' means to be ﬂlghted We have felt the want of
it within our own memory.. We may farther con-
gelve of the advantages by recurring to the fitua-
~ tion of the greater part of Europe at this day.

When
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When we behold the multitudes which have been
facrificed to the ambition or intereft of a few
tyrants, we may well rejoice that our-local fituation
exempts us from being concerned therew1th

‘Though we ought to {ympathize with the miferies
of the human fpecies, and lament their misfortines,
yet when we compare our condition with theirs,

‘We cannot but experience an additional felicity

which arifes from contratt. While they are fubjﬁ‘&
to every viciffitude of fortune, we fit down beneath

the thadow of our own vine. We have been rapldly

k advancmg in wealth and enlarging our commerce ;

nor can we with-hold our approbatlon from thofc
pubhck meafures which extended no farther than

to continue our tranquility, But let us, like wile
and confiderate beings, prepare for its leverfe., A
 ftate of torpitude or inaction is as inconfiftent with

the health of the political as the natural body
It our withes for peace arife from the fordid miotives

either of enjoying the fpoils of other nations, oOf
gmng ourfelves up to luxury and dlfﬁpatlon they
may be viewed as criminal. Plenty may produce
_not only effeminacy’ of manners, but irreligion and
vice. Againft thefe effets the people of Ifracl
were cautioned. + When thou haft eaten and art
full, and haft bu11t goodly houfes and dwelt therein,
- and when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and
thy filver and thy gold 1s multlphed and all that
thou haft is multiplied ; then thine heart be lifted

UP,V
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ﬁp a.rid thou forget the Lord thy God which brought
thee forth from the land of Egypt, out of the houfe
of bondage.” . : )

- «The profpect of 2 continuation of the fam_e trans
 quillity,” is a circumftance which farther calls for
“our gratitude. Since a {tate of alarm and fear 1s

t{l'_Ot only pernicious to our happinefs, but to our
- fortunes. ' - - '

~The next thing mentioned as a reafon for our
gratitude 1s, the fuppreffion of a dangerous rebel-
“Tion in one of the ‘neighbouring ftates.—This is a
mercy truly important, as we have been thereby
del:ivered from the horrors of a civil Wa_r.‘l , '

~ A government founded upon the- union of fo
“many commonwealths, cannot but- be efteemed
facred by every lover of his country.  Againft this -
government, free as we truft both in its form and
~ eflence, a dangerous infurrection took place, in-
ftigated by men of defperate condition, and prob-
ably ‘encouraged by a foreion government in the
vicinity. But by the alacrity with which citizens
of different fentiments engaged in its fuppreflion,
we may infer, that however men may differ on lefl~
er points, all the wife and virtuous among us wifh
10 preferve entire the legal and conftitutional en- -
ergies of the genéral Government, Our wifh and
prayer is, that a patriotick militia may ever be fuffi
clent
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cient for our protection, that we may be never {o
depraved as to fuffer or need a ﬂandmg army n

‘time of peace. /

- Natjonal profperity, in general, is another fubjea: '
for which we are nvited to exprefs our thanks,
And it will be readily admitted, that a great and
‘uncommon degree of it is enjoyed at the prefent. -
The readinefs which ‘the people at large difcover
to obey their rulers, is at leaft one mark of 1t. It 1g

in periods of general calamity, that the greater
part of them are induced to changes and convul-
fions. Qur commerce hath encreafed, and many:
citizens have rifen to great and flourifhing fortunes.
The demand for our portable commodities hath
added to the value of more permanent property. It
would be uncandid to deny, that we have reaped
many advantages from a general Union,  *

‘But as fair ferene weather is ominous Of the
- tempelt, fo a more than ufual degree “of profperity
and plenty may portend its reverfe. It is juftly
remarked by a great writer that, ¢ ﬂeep precedes
ﬂavery ” Ambition, joined with overgrown wealth,
~may be, in the hand of fome peftilent citizen, a
f01 midable weapon in deftroying our rights—or it
may produce that 1ntOX1c'1tmgllcentloufnefs which
wﬂl terminate in civil flavery, The ¢ merchants”*
of Tyrus were reckoned among “ the princes and
 honourable of the earth,” but theyand their country

c ~ refembled
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' refembled the vi&im gilded for the facrlﬂce Thé'
republick of Carthage overﬂowed with wealth but
the pride and luxury of their citizens prevented
. them from fparing any part of their abundance for |
the defence of their country. 'Among other ‘caufes,
under heaven, of our prefent tranquillity we may
reckon the fuccefs of the arms of the Republick of
France 4s one of the moft important. And as it
was the means of delivering us from the rapacity
“and piracy of the Britifh, it hath a claim to our pub-—
lick thanks. ‘Their Hatred and rancour, could only
- be equalled by their plunder and robbery. The in-
- folence with which our mariners_ were treated—the
loffes which our merchants fuf’ramed were pubhck-
ly a.vowed by their king. And though the com-
mercial benefits we arc faid to derive from our in-
tercourfe with them be great, yet they caninot be
viewed as a compleat expiation for the cruelty and
- indignity with which our brethren have been treat-
' ed.” And although at the prefent time they are {pe-
clous in their profeﬁions of affetion, and probably
,ﬁncere in their withes for peace: Yet had it not
been for the fuccefs' of our allies, they would have
‘been difpofed to have continued the fame fyftem.
Their penitence naturally refembles that of a felon
~ {marting under the wholefome correction of the,
lath. However, it may be wife and prudent to be-

lieve them fincere s as it is not probable they will
‘beina condxtlon to repeat therr injuries,

Whrla
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‘While we {peak upon the i important revolution in

France we muft be o juft and candid as to COn-
demn its exceffes. | |

While we' flattered ourfelves that the temple of o

hberty was raifed in the old world, we are orieved
that the portals of it have been ftained with blood.
We lament that the blood of patriots and martyrs
to the caufe of freedom has flowed from the fame
feaffold with thofe of p1rr1c1des and traitors. And
we rejoxce that the principal authors of them have
~ fhared the fate they deferved from an injured peo-
ple: Yet notwuhﬂandmg thefe ftains to the caufe
~of equality and liberty, we cannot but think the
man, and particularly the American, who would :
with to fee that noble portion of the globe conquer-
ed by the combined powers, ‘muft not only bear
the greateﬁ ‘malignity to his own country, but be'
viewed as the common enemy of mankind.

Their rafhnef-'s, their felfith ambition, contributed
~more to the deftru&tion of the unfortunate prince
Lewis xvi, than the moft turbulent of his own fub-
jects. In what manner have they treated Poland,

for no other crime than chuﬁncr a government for
themfelves—which government was planned and
agreed “to: by all the conftituted authorities of
- their nation. - How much cruelty have they exer-
_ cifed towards the virtuous and brave La Fayette,

who ventured his life 1n defcnce of limited royalty
Wlth
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, Wlth what treachery did they c,ngage in a fecret
league to parcel out the late kingdom of France

- into provinces ? Hitherto their efforts have produced

little elfe except the deftruction of their own domi-
nions. And we cannot but hope, notwithﬁand’ing |
their future attexﬁpts, they will not be-able to pre-
vent our allies from eﬁabli{hingt their republick,
and - obtaining fuch a conttitution as will convey
the rights of man to the lateft pofterity. We can-
not but further exprefs our withes that the time |

' may come when. the facred image of God will no
~longer be debafed with national or per/fonal (lavery.

When'light and knowledge and' the fpirit of truth,
being diffufed through the earth—the thrones of
defpc*‘s {hall. become their fepulchles

But time obhores me to haften to the third genexal
head, in which we fhall enquire in what manner
we have ufed the divine mercy, or what publick
errors are to be corrected.

And ﬁrﬂ'\ muft it not beadmitte'd that 1n con-
fequence of the natural and artificial wealth, which
“hath c1rculated through the land, a fpirit of lux-
ury—and I fear we may add of irreligion and vice,.
bath fpread and increafed ? We need not recur to
all parts of the Umted States to produce evidence,
for we may ﬁnd {ufficient within our own Common-

~ wealth, Let our publick afftmblles for amufement-—
~ let the extravagance” and diffipation of private fam-

ilies—let the attention pald to theatrical exhibi- ,.
- - tions—

@
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tions—Ilet the increafe of intempérance, lewdnefs’
and profligacy—let our pride in drefs and. external
~.aornaments—Iet our neglect of the publick inftitu
tions of rehglon teihfy In how few places can
we find any veftiges of the former fimplicity of -
manners ; or that-manly virtue, for which thisland =
Wwas once honoured by the wife'and good? If effem<
inacy and foftnefs, if'a paflion for the tinfel iniftead

of the ornaments. of life prepare mens’ minds for

{lavery, what fhall we predi& refpeting . the rifing
- 8generation?  And that more elpecially fince the
language as well as the manners of true repubhcans

appear to be growing more and more obfolete, and
~ eXpofed to the ridicule of many every: day '

f

; &.condly, Have we not negle@ced paymg propcr
.honors to. the memory of thofe who fell as martyrs
1in the late war for the libegties” of their country:?
Although erecting monuments to fome of the moft
-dlf’cmgui{hed military charaters who died in the
ficld of battle was pointed out by theold Congrefs*
as the firft duty of the country, when a fettled
‘government fhould be eftablithed: Yet five years
have elapfed of peace and profperity, and although
the publick revenues have been reprefented as re-
~{peable, yet no motion or advance towards this
debt of gratitude hath been made ; while publick
debates have been employed upon laréely providing
for

¥ «Tte, ait: egregias animas, quz fanguine nobis hanc patnam
- ¢ peperere fuo, decorate {upremis muaeribus,”  viRGIL,

\
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for the moft unimportant ofﬁcers of government-- '
the athes of thefe Heroes have been left without any
,memonal of their names or aéhons. Still, how-
ever, we hope the hiftorian will preferve their
fame and pubh{h their glory to after ages. And
. all the lovers of freedom and publick happinefs

- will infcribe their obligations on their hearts, altho’
the heath fhould grow over their grave, or their

bones be fuffered to whlten on the mountams or
' p}am where they expired.

. Thlrdly, Have We not great caufe to lament : a
'fpmt of fation and divifion? On the one hand, 2

part of the community are charged with popular
“ ambition—with defiring to create tumult and
“ patronize infurreGtion—with a ftrong defire to -
“ overturn the conftituted authorities of the people—
“and to reduce every part of the union to anarchy
“ and diforder—That if their influence be prevalent,
- “we fhall lofeall the advantages of our government,
" “beina ftate of civil war with each other, and be-
" come an eafy prey to any forelgn invader who
“.might feize upon the.country.”” The fame cha-
racters are faid to be «of a reftlefs difcontented

“ temper, {o capr1c10us ‘that no form or adminiftra-
t.“ tion of government will pleafe them—-—-—and rather

“ than not obtain power and influence, are ready to

« facuﬁce mens’ lives or their property, by means
« moﬁ UHJUﬁ and tyrannical.”

- Another
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Another clafs ; are retorted upafz as holding princi-

ples equally pernicious, and with defigns equally
hoftile to the rights and the interefts of their coun-

try, < Such men as have made immenfe’ fortunes

““by the publick debt—who have affociated with -

“ the late enemies of the country ; and who nei-
¢ ther content with the immenfe wealth they have

R fo eafily acqmred nor with thofe publick honors" - - '

““ with which they have been entrufted, are planning
““ the deftruction of our prefent republican -fyftem,
““and with for an hereditary monarch and nobles—
“and aim at ‘thofe titles for themfelves and off-

- “{pring—that they take every opportunity to un-

- ,“ dervalue the late revolution, and the caufe of our
o« allles—-——that they have adopted the corrupt phrafx

eology of a court—-a.nd treat every man who re-
““curs to the great and firft principles of govern- .

“ ment as laid down by Lock, Sidney and Milton,

. (« as 1ncend1ar1es and. traltors.” "We would - h0pc

~there are few of either of thefe cla{Tes of men among

~us. And they are both to be avoided and repro- \

bated as the enemies of thelr country

"The events of the Iaff fummer have proved that

the former are not poﬁ'eﬁéd of weight or moment |

- {ufficient to injure the community. And as to the

latter, the genius, fpirit and manners of their coun-

“trymen are infurmountable obftacles to their claims.
~ The man who would be fo weak or wicked as to
~ plan out monarchy or ariftocracy for the people of

America,



[}
; Ar’n_e'r_ica,:would refemble him who would with to :
introduce the Devil to the garden of Eden.. Inthe =
mean time, let us cultivate {pirit of concord, order

~ and publick peace. Let us reverence eqm]ly the

~rights of perfons and property. We have a conﬁl-—-' ‘
‘tution, which is a bond and centre of union, if we

cultivate the true repubhcan principles which ‘it
- contains. - Let us abhor anarchy and licentioufnefs :
- Let us on the other hand never be athamed of the
- principles of freedom, or be ridiculed or cajoled
out of them by artful ambition. Let us equally
~ defpife and reprobate the lawlefs -ruffian, who is
hottile to legal authority delegated by 'the people
 and the overgrown worldling who withes toimport
for himfelf and country the Gothick rotten furni-
ture and fabrick of European kingdoms. Cultwate
. a fpmt of religion, and let publick and focial virtue
be honoured and pradticed. And may the great
Governor of the univerfe dire&t our councils, corret
OUE: €rrors,. and continue - his bountles. ‘May he
" never fuffer us to be facrificed elther to foreign
conquef’c or dome{hci{ ufurpation, May his wifdom
enlighten our minds, may his grace corret our
hearts ; by the influence of each may we be trained

up to be citizens of the new Jerufalem, the city of
‘the great King, where we {hall feel no evﬂs nor

apprchend V1c1fﬁtudes. e
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