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~ HOSEAL 11

Then foall the Children of Judah and
the Children of ${rael be gathered -

together , and ap{oint themfelves
z

one Head, and they [ball come up
out of the Land ; For Great fba
be the Day of Jezreel. -

% N this Chapter there are Great Judgments
8 denounced by the Prophet, againft the two
& Kingdoms of Fudah and Ifrae/ : and the Rea-
fon of God’s threatning thefe Judgments, is
affigned in the latter part of the Second Verfe;
For the Land hath committed great Whoredoms, de-
parting from the Lord: Where, by Whoredoms
their Idolatry 1s lignified, which may well be re-
prefented under the Notion of Spiritual Adultery.
For this Sin, God threatens to divorce thefe Nati-
ons from him, asa Mu» does his Wife, when fheis
ouilty of violating the Marviage-Contratt. And
the Fudgment which God threatned to bring upon
them, was the Babylorifb Captivity. For God ha-
ving caft them off from his Favour and Protelti-
on, {ufter’d them fir// to weaken each other by
mutual Hoftilities and Wars, and (being thus
S A 2 weas




A T bauvkfgiving-Sermon,

weaken’d) he intended to bring the Affyrz27 upon
them to deftroy them both. |

Wherefore the Prophet was commanded to take
an Harlot to Wife (whether this was a Prophetick
Emblem, or done. really, T fhall not now deter-
mine) and was to have Three Children by her,
fycceflively & And accapding to the Birth of “each,
there was to be. a gradual Increafe of God’s Judg-
ments. . This was f{ignified by the Three Names
given to thefe Three Children, which were Fex-
veely Lo-Rubamab, and Le-dmmi, ver. 4, 6,9. *

- €1.) Fezreel; which figmifies, the fcattered of the
Lord. By their own Weaknpe{s and Folly they
were divided, and their Divifions brake out into
dreadful Wars, till a great deal of Blood was fhed
on both Sides, and no Attempts were made to-
wards a. Coalition. - And therctore God zow com-
mands them to be called the Scartered of the Lord,
foretelling hereby his Intention to fcatter them a-
mong the Provinces of the Affyriaz Empire.

Thofe that love Divifion, may have enough of
it, one timeor other : Wellmay God featzer abroad,
by his Judgments, a People that love Broils and
Contentions ; and zeazch them, when far enough a-
[under, that Charity and Love, thar mutual For-
bearance and Condefcention,whiclhithey would not
learn whillt they were together: And how natu-
val is it for the Ezemies of God’s People, when
‘they fee them imbrace dividing Prizciples and Pra-
¢Fices, to widen thofe Breaches. and to heighten
their Enmity one againft another : That they may
become a more esfy Prey, when they fhall find a
proper Junéture to invade them. How




Occafioiwd by the Happy Union.

How hath this been the Cafe betwecen the Two
Kingdoms of England and Scotland ! Ephbrains en-
vy’d Fudah, and FJudah vexed Ephraim ; and the
common Enemy hath been fomenting thefe Feuds
and Animofities, till they {eemed to be juft upon
the Point of coming to an Opex Rupture.

(2.) A while after the Birth of this fir# Child,
the Prophet’s Wife brings forth azother, and fhe i1s
to be called Lo-Rahamak ; which fignifies, #ot ha-
ving obtained Mercy. God would not heal their
Breaches, nor make up theiwr Divifions, but was re-
folved to fend the Caldear Army to carry them a-
way into Captivity : See the latter part of the 644
Verde; But I will atterly take them away ;, i.e. into
Captivity.

(3.) A little while after, azother Child is born
to the Prophet, and named Lo-Ammi, {ignifying,
not a People. By which Name 1s denoted God’s ca-

fting them off, and laying them open to the Rava-
ges of their Enemuies.

See here, to what Ruin and Mifery, Divifions
and Animofities amongft God’s People, may re-
duce them ; How juftly may God fcarzer thofe that
hate, perfecute, and indeavour to deftroy each o-
ther! How jultly may he with-hold Mercy from
thofe who have no Bowels of Mercy; and when
by their Sins, efpecially their Uncharitablenefs,
they declare that they have no Fear of God, nor
Love to one another, God may well be alhamed
to ows fuch as his Pegple, any longer, and may in

Judgment let loofe their Enemies upon them, to
deftroy them.

How
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How long hath #bis been the Cafe between the
Two Nations, for which God hath f{uffer’d our
common Enemies oftentimes to make dreadful Ha-
vock among us, and our Divifions were like to
have brought the French Scourge upon us, had not
our gracious God infpired our Governours with
milder Councils.

W herefore the Prophet (having thus denounced

. God’s Judgments againit-both the Nations of F«-
azh and Ifrael) in the Verfe before the Text, {hews
that in the midft of Wrath God would remember
Mercy. And thereforehe ftoretells them, that God
would not utterly forfakehis People, but he would
increafe-them, 1n the Land of their Captivity;
and having {ufhiciently humbled them zhere for
their Sins, he would 7epeal all the Curfes that were
denounced againft them, and change all the tbree
Names which he had before given them. So that
that People, that were »or to obtain Mercy, {hould
again obtain Mercy ; and they which were #oz
God’s People, fhould again become the Sons of the
Living God ; and initead of being fezreel, the
Scattered of the Lord, they {hould now become Fez-
veel, the Seed «of the Lord ; the word Fezree/ bear-
ing both thefe Significations.

And this brings me to the Words of the Text,
Then [all the Childrer of Judah, &re.

Which Words, as they are {poken Primarily of
the Return of Ifrael from the Babylonifh Captivity,
{o 1n the Secondary or Myftical Senfe of them, they
may be applied to the Kingdom of the Mefliah, in
which both Fews and Gentiles were to be gather’d

- | together
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together under oze Head, viz. Jefus Chrift, the
great Shepherd of the Sheep, Fobz 10. 16. Rom.
. 2§, 26.

7 Irf the Words there are foxr Things confidera-
ble, each of which contains a Promife of great
Mercies and Benefits to this People; T fhall {peak
to them in their Order, and 4pply them as 1 go
along, to the prefent Occafion.

x. Then [ball the Children of Judah and the Chil-
dren of Iirael be gathered together] They fhall be
Joined together, and become.ore Nation, one People :
Thus ’tis explained, Fer. 3.18. In zhofe Days the
Houfe of Yudah fball walk with the Houfe of 1irael,
and they fball come together out of the Land of
the North: they {hall walk together as thofe that
are agreed, and made hearty Friends, a. 131.13.
The Envy  alfo of Ephraim (ball depart, and
the Adverfaries of Judah fball be cut off ; Ephraim
(ball not envy YJudah, and YJudah (ball #ot vex E-
phraim. The Seeds of Contention fhall be totally
extirpated out of their Minds : The Principles of
Divifion, and the L#f#s that caufed an Eftrange-
ment among them, fhall be taken away ; and
thofe Enemies that kept up Strife fhall be cut off,
and there fhall be an intire Incorporating Union and
Friendihip, they {hall love as Brethren, as if there
had #ever beer any Contentions between them.

And whereas upon the fir# Divifion of thofe
Two Nations, Feroboam {et up the Calves in Dz
and Bezhel, to prevent Ifrael’s going up to worfhip
at Jerufalem, left thereby they might be brought
to Incorporate again. "Thefe Occafions of Divifi-

on
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on fhall be taken away, and the People of Ifrael
(cafting their Idols to the Moles and to the Batts)

fhall join with F#dah in the pure Worlhip of the
true God, according to his own Inftitution, and
no more differ about thofe things which were de-
ficned, from the Beginning, to be perpetnal Occa-
fions of Divifion and Contention. |

To the People of Ifrzel the Calves of Daz~ and
Bethel were indifferent ;, to the People of Fudah they
appeared Idolatrons and finful, but now they were
to unite in the Worfhip of God, according to his
own Appointment, as well as in the fame Civil
Government and Intereft. O! what a glorious
and happy Day was this ? And O how happy
would our prefenr Union be, if the Event of it
might be the fame ! If Proteftants of all Denomina-
tions, having Liberty to worfhip God according to
their Coniciences, would but agree to love one a-
nother as Brethren, and no more injure each other
upon Religious Accounts; yea, if (the very Names
of Diftintion being taken away) we might for
the future look upon fuch asindeavour to divide
us, as our common Adverfaries.

This would be a great Dayindeed, if this Union
of the Two Kingdoms would terminate in {uch
an-hearty L.ove and Charity : Then fhall we walk
together as thofe that are-agreed, in the grear
Points relating to Religious ‘and-Civil' ‘Affairs, and
refolve to bear with,. and indulge one another 1n lef-
fer Matters: May' God, who hath the Hearts of
all: Men in-his Hands, createin us </ fuch a Chri-
ftian: ‘Temper' as chis. © And ‘in-order "tliere'tinfd,

ct
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let us all reflect with Sorrow and Shame, upon
the Miferies which our former Divifions have caus’d,
how great a Scandal they have been to the Ene-
mies of the Chriftian Religion, what Stumbling-
blocks they have laid in the Way of thofe that are
weak, and how we have (by Turns) been made
ufe of to ferve the vile and pernicious Purpofes,
of thofe that fought to overthrow both our Sacred
and Civil Liberties. Infine, how our Hands have
been weakned in the ‘Defence. of our Religion and
our Conftitution, againit thofe who mdeavoured
the Subverfion of them both.
- And when we thus refle&t upon our paft Follies,
»tis to be hop’d, we may be mclin’d to lay afide
thofe #arrow, pecvifb Principles, by which Religion
hath been confined to a Party, tothe Exclufion of
all that are not of zhar Party, from the Church of
Chrit, from the Communion of Saints, from Go-
{pel-Privileges and Sacraments, and from all Claim
to the Acceptance of God, or the Service of their
Country. As if fuch as differ’d n a tew rrivial
Points, were to be cut off, not only from the com-
mon Salvation of Chriff, but from the common
Benefits of Civility and Humanity among Mex.
And when God fhall have begun to give our
Minds fuch a Temper, he will then let us {ee,
that fich Principles could never be calculated for a
Church that was to be propagated thro’ all Nations,
and which was to recéive into its Bofom Men of
all Agesand Climates, Difpofitions and Compiexi-
ons, Genius’s and Educations,- provided thcy were

but frue Believers. 4
B B Nay,
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Nay, he will let us {ee, that {fuch narrow Prin-
eiples can never make any State or Government
Great or Powerful, Fuft or Happy.

For how can a State be grear, that cannot in-
courage and protelt al) its Subjelts that are faith-
ful and ferviceable to it? How can it be Fuf, if
thofe who adminifter it, muit cherifh a Parsy,
and opprefs and deftroy the r¢/#, meerly for fome
fuppofed Errour in Opinion, when they, are as ob-
fervant of the Laws, and Conlftitutions, as any
of their Fellow-Subjeits can be? How can it be Hap-
py, when the Right-hazd {hall be continually lif-
-ted up to beat and wound the Lefs., Then the
whole Body Politick muft be 1n Pain, and will na-
turally fympathize with the afffiléed Par:. |

In fine, How can it be Powerfz/, when bY {fuch
Methods, great Numbers of faithful and ufeful
Subjelts {hall be render’d indifferent in fupporting
it whenever a Crifis comes ? And what a poor
Figure would that Prince make in the Eye of the
World, who, when he might Reig# in the Hearts
of all his People, fhall, to gratify a few, run the
visk of cutting off from him ten Tribes in twelve, as
was the Cafe in which the Texz is more immedi-

" ately conecern’d. - - |

(2.) They [ball appoint themfelves one Head.}
As this hath a Reference to the Return of this Peo-
ple from the Babylonifb Captivity, it relates to Ze-
rabbabel, Zech. 9.6, 7,8, 9. As it refers to the
Union of Fews and Gentiles in one Chu’rch, 1t re<
lates to the Meffizh, BEzek.34.23. And in both Re-
Jpects it fhews the Adgreement and Unanimity of the

People,
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People, who- bemng to- appoint themfclves one
Head, fo- readily refolve who this (ball be. 'This
muft needs be the Lord’s Doing.

As to the People of Britain, they have been
long under - one Head, tho under diferent Laws
and’ Governments, but our frequent Diftractions,
fince we have been only under one Head, hath
convinced us, that a clofer Union was neceflary,
to the Happinefs of Both Kingdoms. And there-
fore at the late Revolution, as the People azaiz
appointed'themfelves one Head, viz. King William
and Queen Mzry, (of Glorious Memory) {0 they
agreed unammoully in fetling the Szeceffro upon
our Gracious Sovereign the Queen. But Her Maje-
fty- wifely forefeeing the Dangers to which we
were expofed, by being two diftinct Nations
(tho under one Head) refolved to attempt an Jx-
corporating Union, that {fo we might be oze Body
under owme Head, one Sheeptold under one Shep-
herd, that {fo thereby thofe Dangers might happi-
ly be-prevented.

How much does the Queen defervefrom 4% Her
People, for Her Care of them 1in zhis Inftance ?
Hereby She fhews, that as She defigns to rule us,
whilft She lives, with- Sweetnefs, Lenity, and
Tuftice ; fo She defigns to leave us in the quiet,
peaceful’  Poffeflion' of our’ Religion and Liberty,
whenever God fhall receive Her to himfelf ; which
may He for owr Sakes long defer ! And whata
Mercy is-it; that the far greater Part of the Pegple,
both in ' North and ‘South-Britain, do foreadily ae-
quiefcé-in thie' Qhieen’s wife Adminiftration:” For

S B2 | what-

LI



12

A T%kfgiwmg;& ev mon,

whatever Jealoufies fome ill Men indeavour’d to
fow in the Minds of the People of Scorland, upon
the prefent Union, yet the Gezerality of that Peo-
ple are unanimous, in paying a willing Obedience
to Her Majefty ; She islov’d, obey’d andhonour-
ed by them 4V, excepting a Few, who too plainly
fhew they mean a Fresch Government, and a Po-
pilh Succeffor. But blefled be God, their Deligns
are more and more likely to prove Abortive, thro’,
the Accomplifhment of this happy Umon. For
now both Parts of Britain have appointed them-

felves one and the {ame Proteftant Succeffiorn ; the

Want of which, till juft now, threatned us with
a Decluge of Blood, and all the Calamities of a
War in our own Bowels. And thus are weat
prefent, and like to be 1n all fucceeding Generations,

- one Nation, under one Head, by the unanimous

Confent of the whole United Kingdom.

"Tis for the Iniquities of a Land that many are the
Princes thereof , but by a Man of Underftanding the
State thereof is prolonged, Prov. 28. 2. ’Tis a
great Fudoment upon a Kingdom, to have feveral
Pretenders to 1its Government : Thefe draw the
People into different Factions and Interefts, °till at
laft a Civil War breaks out, like a devouring Fire,
only with #4s Difference, that when a C7zy is on
Fire, all Hands are at work to extinguifh it but
in 2 Civil War all Hands are ufually employ’d,
in propagating the Flames, till they burn to the very
Foundations. But when the Laws and Conitituti-
ons of a Kingdom have fixed the Swucceffion, the
Hopes of Pretenders are taken away, every one

| knows
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knows whom to obey upon all Accidents and E-
mergencies, And by this the State thercof is
prolonged. | S

How valuable a Blefling this 1s, (ziz. to have
it determined who 1s the Prince that fhall rule o-
ver us) may be gather’d from the Defolations that
are xow walting {o many Countries round about
us : See what Miferies the want of this brings up-
on Spain, {fome Parts of Italy, Hungaryand Poland.
And that whichgives an Emphafis to this Bleffing a-
mong us, 1s, that God {eems to favour us in this
Appointment of. oze Head over us, by thofe great
and glorious Succeffes that He gave us Abroad, and
by that Peace and Tranquility which we enjoy’d at
Home, whilft thefe Councils of Peace and Union
were carrying on among us: Whereas the /leaff
Difafter would have gone very near to have broken
the wifeft and the molft {teady Meafures of this
Kind. O let the Condutt of the Divine Provi-
dence herein, draw forth our higheft Praifes and
Adorations upon this glortous Day ! For, when
we confider the Comepafs, the Nicenefs, and Diffi-
culty of this Affair ; how often it hath formerly
been attempted in vain, and how fo many happy
Accidents did now. concur in 1t, and {o many
different Inflruments were inipired by God to a-
gree in carrying it on, and how all the Contrivan-
ces of our Exemies to prevent it, have been baffled
and difappointed ; let us own, that this s the Lord’s

Doing, and that ’tis marvellous in our Eyes. 'The

Pertecting this. Union under {0 many Obftraitions,

15 a Blefling. that will render the prefest Reign

more

i3
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more renowned than thofe very Viltories, which
(for their Number and Importance) have rais’d
it {fo far above any that hath gone before' it.
- (3) And they (ball come ap ont of the Land.]
i. . .they fhall come up .out. .ol the Land. of
their "Captivity, -which' denotes thie. Refforariosn
and Efablifbment . of " their - Civil and Religious
Liberties, after they had: been /Jong deprived of

-t

them, -

- Now was the Iroz Yoke quite: taken off . the

Neck of thisiPeople,-and:their Captivity was tur-
ned by the Hand of :the mighty God of Facob.
My Brethren, How long were ‘all of Us in this
Kingdom led Captives, and kept under {fevere Op-
preflion, and they that led us Captives, neld us
faft, and refufed to let us go, Ffer. 50.33. They held
s faft by Oaths, Subfcriptions, Declarations, Pro-
teftations, Tefts, Oppreflive Laws, Arbitrary
rFines and Imprifonments, by cutting oftf fome of
our beft Patrioss,. by ftanding Forces, by Playing
ore of the Kingdoéms-againft the osber, making ufe ot
each (by turns) toopprefsandenilave the other,whilft
a formudable Body of Troops wasalways ready in Scoz-
land to invade the- Liberties of Exgland, and the
Riches of Englaud was made ufe of to deftroy both
Church and State in:Scorland. . But.now, blefled.
be God, He hatlr delivered us-out of this Captivi-
ty. And whata vafh Acceflion of Strength to the
Proteftant Religion, and our Civil Liberties, does
the Unmion of the. Two Nations bring with it;
for the conjoined :Strength of thefe Two Brave,
Vertuous, and: Free Nations, 1s for the future
to
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to defend and eftablifh zhem Both, and to convey
them fafe down to Polterity. .

15:'

L]

~ "What a glorious Profpeét have we this Day be-
fore us! Both Parliaments are united into Oxe;
Both zealous, and well qualified to be Healers of
their Breaches, and Reftorers of Paths to dwell
in : For which the Generations to come fhall call
them blefled. To {ce the Majority of the People
of Both Kingdoms: joizing Hands, and promifing
to -Jove as Brethren, and to agree as Chriftians,
in maintaining the Reformed Proteftant Religion,

and as zrue Britains, in avowinng and owning the
Caufe of Civil Liberty. | '

. Liberty ! That facred Plant (which flourifhes
no where as in our Britifh Soil) is #ow fenc’d and:
hedg’d about with the moft inviolable Laws and:
Conftitutions.; it 1s #ow cultivated by a greater
Number of wife, faithful, watchful, valiant Pa-
triots than ever : And, which is the Glory of all,
hath now {o great and powerful a Quween, {tan-
ding like an Angel with a flaming Sword, to de-
fend it from being rooted .up, or pluck’d down by
its Enemies : Long may the CGxeez live to guard
this Tree of Life; long may the ‘United Parlia-
ment of DBritain cultivate it, and render it more.
fruitful and flourifhing : Long may the People of
Great Britain; {it under its Shadow with Delight,
feeding upon its pleafant Fruitsy and none to make
them afraid: And may its Lezves be for the heal-
ing of the Nations.round about us. o
us.
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Thus may we date our compleat Return from the
Land of our Captivity, on thisvery Day: King
William brake off our Bands and Fetters ; but the
Queen hath the Glory of conduting us into the
promis’d Land--- The One brought us out of Ba-
bylor ; the Other hath feated us again in the Land
of Canaarn. Then when your Charzers were taken
away, when an drmy of French and Irifb Papifts
lay under your Walls ; then when your Tres/ures

were feized in an. Unparliamentary Way; when
 the Channels. of the Laws -were ftop’d up or poi-
fon’d, when you were expos’d to Pillories, Whip-
pings, Gibbets, and made Offendors for a Word,
or for aflerting your own juf# Rights ; when your
Honfes were filled with licentious Dragoozs, and
your Land polluted with the Ido/atries and Super-
ititions of Myftical Babylon ; then were you in the
Land of your Captivity; tho it was your owz Coun-
try ; and this made it the more grievous: But
blefled be God, you are »ow .come up out of that
Land: Glory be to the Right Hand of the Al-
mighty, that hath performed this for us' |

(4.) The laft. thing in the Text, is, For (or,
And) great [ball be the Day of Jezreel. I told
you in the Beginning, that the word Fezree/ hath
two Significations ; it fignifies, zhe Scattered of the
Lord , and, the Seed of the Lord : 'When thefe Two
Nations of Fudah -and Ifrzel were Idolatrous; di-
vided, -and -dafhing one: againit the ‘other, then
they were fezreel, the Scattered of the Lord ; But
when they were ##ited, and had abandon’d their

Idola-
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Idolatry, by which their Diviflions were kept up ;
and_when they unanimoulfly fet to the building
the“?emple and City of Ferufalem, then they were
Fezreel, the Seed of the Lord ; and {o the two other
Names, Lo-Rabamah, and Lo-Ammi, wefe to be
abolifhed : {ee the preceding Verfe. And now
the Prophet being 1 a kind of Rapture at the Fore-
fight of this Union, cries out, Grear fball be the
Day of Jezreel ! Great fhall be the Day, when
God fhall again own Fudeh and Ifrael for his

Children.

How applicable is this to our prefent Union ?
For upon the Profpect of the grear ddvanrages
which. are likely to accrue to Great Briraiz here-
by, {urely great fhall be the Day of United Bri~
tain ¢ It will be great in the Bleflings of God up-
on us, and in. the conftant Prefence of God with
us ; and in the Duration of thofe Bleffings, for
they fhall continue till we provoke God by our
Sins.to withdraw thefe his Bleflings from us.
Wherefore if the People of Brizain {hall now hear-
tily unite in the true Proteftant Intereftand Wor-
{hip ; and: unanimoully agree to ferve thew God,
according to the real Dictates of their Conicienees ;
if they ihall reform their Manners, and cleanie
themfelves from thofe Evils which God hath
had fo long a Controverfy with them for. If they

fhall unite in their AffeCtions, and cordially {feck

the' Good of one another, banifhing all dividing
Principles,” Lafts and Practifes : If they fhall be
ftedfaftly - loyal to the Queen; and rcfol-vef to
o ’ C u{P-
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{fupport the Proteltant Religion, and the Civil
Government : If they ihall faithfully adherg to
the Proteftant Succeflion ; Then may we all*fay,
Great fhall be the Day of Britazn.

"Then will God, by his Prefence in the midft of
us, make us greater among the Nations than e-
ver we have been. He will make - the Priwce
whom he fets over us, greatrer than any former
King or Queen of Britaiz ; he will en-
creafe our Stresgth by Sez and Lawnd, augment

our Trvade and Riches, and our Influence in all the
Affairs of Exnrope.

And then this very Day will be greater in Hi-
ftory, than any other Anniverfary eftablifhed hi-
therto. We have had many remarkable Days,
which have been confecrated to the Service of
God, and kept up for a long time among us;
But thefe have oftentimes been abufed to perpe-
tuate our Animofities. But this Day, whenever
it returns, will be obferv’d as a Day that puz an
Exd to our Divifions ; on which we became oxe
People ; and {o the Seced of God again : For Uui-
on 1s the Stzleand Tzzle of this Day ; and Brotherly

Love and Charity ought to be our.corzflant Arou-
ment upon this Occafion.

And, as to the Hononr that will redound to Her
Majefty, this Day fhall be the brighteft 1n all her
- Annals. 'The Day of Her. Irauguration was a

grear Day, but half of thar was Eclipfed, by the
: "Death
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Death -of Her glorious Predeceffor. The Days
- of folemn Triumph, which we have joyfully obfer-
ved in Her Reign, (efpecially thofe for the Vi-
Etories of Blenheime and Ramellies) were great Days
too ; but they were the Price of Blood (tho God
favour’d us beyond our Expeétations.) But what
is there to cloud the Luftre of #4 Day ! Upon it
two once contending Nations are made one ; not
by Conqueft and Defolation, but by an amicable Treary
and Agreement, to which the Heads of our
Tribes joytully confented : They are made one
under one Head, whom God hath highly fa-
voured by his Providence, and who has an Fleart
and Soz!/ greater and larger than the Empire She
commands : At whofe Feet, He that made Na-
ttons tremble is fuing for Peace ; whilft Her pow-
erful Hand holds the Balance of Earope, fuppor-
ted by the Arm of the mighty God of Facoob.
The moit diftant States and Princes are now
waiting Her Commands: And the Hearts and
Hands of all Her People are lifted up to Heaven,
praying continually for Her long and profperous
Reign ; only a few, a very few, (and they grow-
ing fewer every Day) repining at all thefe Blef-
{ings, and yet delpairing of bringing their Contri-
vances to Effett. . . |

We have indeed obtaipned great Viltories over
France 1n fofmer Times. And have {o far {ub-
dued that Nation, as to have had one of her
Princes our Captive ; whillt our own was pro-
claimed Lord of all Her Dominions, in Her Ca-

C 2 pital

L9
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pital City : For which Caufe we ufe the S$#7/ and
Arms of France to this Day. But how hath all .
been loft! Truly, for want of that very Union
which is this Dgy brought to pafs:" For when we
had.reduced Framce to its loweft Ebb, by renewing
her ancient Alliances with the Scors, and per-
{wading them to invade us at home, we have
been neceffitated to draw off our vi€torious
‘Troops, to defend ocur own Borders. And thus
they have not only got Time to 4reath, but Op-
portunities to recover all their Owsz, and a great
part of Ors 1nto their Hands. But by this U-
nion that Back-door 1s for ever barr’d, notonly a-

gainft the Fremch, but all other Invaders what-
foever.

Wherefore let us blefs God, that He hath
brought this great Affair to fo happy a Con-
clufion ; and let us beg of Him, fo to influence
the Spirirs of all the People of this Ifle, that we
may join our Endeavours to procure the obvi-
ous Advantages of this Union. Let us pray that
He would remove our unreafonable Jealoufies,
Fears and Sufpicions, that {fo whilft we have no-
thing to apprehend from each other, our Thoughts
may be employ’d how to promote the Common
Good, and the Eafe and. Happine[s of Her Majefty’s
Government ; that we may {tudy how to be-
come better Men, and better Chriftins ; that God
may dwell among us, and permit us to enjoy
thofe Bleflings that He {eems preparing for us:
Then f{hall we be 4sppy in our God, happy in

our
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our Queen, and She in us; Happy in our Trade,
Alliances, Expeditions, Treaties, ¢&c. Then fhall
we be every way the Haeppy Ifland. And other Na-
tions, that have tafted the bitter Fruits of Ty-
ranny and Oppreflion, of Violenee and Perfecuti-
on, will defire no greater Blefling, than tohave
{fuch a Government, fuch a Prince, {uch a God, as
we have among us. |

I thall clofe this Difcourfe with the Advice of

the Apoftle to the Romazs, Chap. 16. ver. 17.
Now I befeech you, Brethren, mavk thofe that caufe
Divifions and Offences, 1. e. Look well to them ;
beware of them. For if according to our Savi-
our, A Kingdag divided againft it felf cannot [fand,
then thofe that indeavour to break and divide us

again, cannot but be efteemed moft implacable

Enemies ot Britaiz,, Enemies to the Proteftant In-
tereft, and to our Government ; yea, Enemies to
their Neighbours, to themfelves, and to their owz
Pofterity, 1nall {fucceeding Ages.

What a black Mark does the Holy Spirit fix-up-
on Feroboam for making and keeping up (by his .

Idolatries) the Duvifion between Fudabh and If-

rael ! He 1s.{carcely “ever mention’d in Scripture,.

but with this Branrd of Infamy, Jeroboam zhe Sox

of Nebat, that made Urael to fin: 1 pray God,

none may ever be found among us, to whom this
Character {hall belong. And as we ought to
mayk thofc that -caule Divilions, {0 let us honour

all thofe, according to thewr Merits, who hﬁvg
A Cl
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had any fhare 1n this blefled Work of niting -us.
Thus {hall we be like God, who is not che Author
of Confufivn but of Peace, and God will caufe
the Blefling of. the Peace-makers to deicend upon
us : We fhall be called 2be Children of God. And
{0 great ﬂmll be ihe Dzz_y Qf JCZI‘eel.— |

I fhall only add the Words of that Infpired
Song of Praife recorded by the Prophet Ifziah,
upon the Occafion of this Union between the two
Nations of Fudah and Ifrael, 1fa. 12. For he ha-

. ving foretold, wer. 13. of the foregoing Chapter,

That Ephraim [hoxld not envy Judah, ¢c. And that
they fhould come up together out of the Land of
their Captivity, as the Text defcribes it; he adds

the Words of this Song, which muft needs be per-
tinent to the prefent Occafion. ‘

In that Day téém fhale fay, O Lord, I will praife
thee : tho thow waft angry with me, thine Anger is trr-
ned away, and thou comfortedft me.

Beholdy, God 25 my Salvation : I will truft, aud not

be afraid ;5 for the Lord Fehovab is my Strength and my
Song, he alfo is become my Salvation.

Therefore with Joy [ball ye draw W. ater ont of the
Wells of Salvation.

And in that Day fhall ye fay, Praife the Lord, calf
spon bis IName, declare his Dosngs among the People,
make mention that bis Name is exalted.

Sing
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Sing unto the Lord ; for he hath dom exce/!ent things :
this ¢s known in all z‘/e Earth.

Cry out and [bam‘, ‘thon Inhabitant of -ZiBn: far
greas is the Holy One of Yrael in the midft of thee.

F¥F INTIS.
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