Commonwealth of Maflachufetts.

By i [tm:p
ncreale Sumner, Elq.

Governor of the Commonwealth of Majfachufetts,

A PROCLAMATIO
For a Day of Public Thank[giving. -

N the courfe of the benevolent Providence of God, the Inhabi-

tants of this Commonwealth, are advancing to the clofe of another year, fupplied with the Neceffaries, furrounded with the
Comforts, and gratified with many of the Dclights of Life: Thefe favours demand fincerc and fervent expreffions of gratitude
and praife to our great and conftant Bencfattor ; from whofe bountiful Hand all our mercics are derived. Influenced by thefe
confiderations, as well as by the ulige of our Fathers—

9 bave thought fit, to appoint a time for the commemoration

of the Divine Favors in a public and fucial manncr, and for this ufeful and facred purpofe, I DO, by and with the advice and confent of the
Council, appoint Trurspay, the Twenty-Ninth of Novemser next, a day of Thankfgiving and Praife throughout this Commonwealth,
Hereby calling on Minifters and People of cvery denomination, rzligicufly to attend in their refpediive places of Public Worthip, on the
dutics of the faid Dav, and with gnitzdd hearts t5 offer to their great and merciful Benefator, thofk fincere praifes, which naturally flow
from the hearts of a graterul énd obedient People.

Under the Smiles ot His Gracious Providence, the Earth, notwithftanding the rain was withheld for a fea-
fon, has been made to yield a fufficient fupply for our wants, and the cfforts of the induftrious Hulbandman have, in a great
degree, been rewarded. Under His influence our Fifherics have been profpered.  Our Commerce, although greatly interrupted
by the violence and rapacity of unrcafonable men, has, in many inftances, been attended with fuccefs. Under His prote&ion,
order and tranquillity continue to blels the Commonwealth.  And althoug! in His Holy Providence, a mortal, contagious Difeafc has
bezn permitted, for a feafon, to aflict and diftrefs our capital, yet, in His abundant mercy, He was pleafed to fet bounds to the progrefs
of the Diforder, and the voice of health and plenty i- now generally heard in cur habitations.  And through His goodnefs we continue to
enjry Conttitutions of Civil Government, well-calculated to preferve and maintain our Rights, civil and facred.  And by His Favour, ata
very interefting period of our Public Affairs, the important life and ufcfulnefs of the Chief Magiltrate of the Union, have been continucd.
tNotwithtand g our paft impenitence, we are ftill indulged with the Chriftian Religion—A Religion fo conducive to the Happinefs of
Man, in the prefent Life, whiltt it fupports the hope of the Believer in a Happy and Glorious State, in the world to comc.

Whilit our learts are warmed with Gratitude for the dittinguifhed Bounties of Provi-
denee, I do rccommend the moft fincere Confeflion of our dins, and the moft  Earneft Supplications to the Great
Author of ull our Bleflings, that we may teftify the Gratitude of our Hearts, by the Obedience of our Lives. That through his Gra-
cious Influence, Peace and Tranquillity may be reftored on juft and honorable Foundations. That as a people we may duly eftimate the
Valuc of the Ireedom and Independence of the United States, and be ready to cncounter cvery danger, in their juft Defence. That He would
be pleafed fo to dire® the Adminiftration of our Federal Government, as well as that of the different States in the Union, as that the truc
Intereft, Honor and Independence of our Country may be firmly eftablithed. And that we, highly eftimating our civil and religious
Privileges, may have the firmnefs and refolution to ftand faft in the Liberty, wherewith we have been made Free. That God would profper
the lawtul works of our hands, protc@ our Trade, Navigation and Fifheries. And continuc His fmiles on the Officers and Students of
our Univerfity, and other Seminarics of ufeful Learning.  That He wouid gracioufly protet the United States of America from the Machi-
nations of unreafonable men, and not fuffer any weapon formed againft them to profper.

Whilft we contemplate with cmotions of Gratitude the favors received from our Great
Benefa®tor, it is rccommended to remember with fympathy, our Friends in various parts of the United States,
who have again been vifited with contagious, mortal Sicknefs, and to befcech the Fountain of Mercies, that Healthand Profperity may
be univerfally reftored.  Finally, to fupplicate the Father of Mercies, that the Citizens of the United States, under the Influcnce of the
Chriftian Religion, which inculcates the pureft Principles, and animates to the moft Benevolent Pradice, may unite in difcountenancing
Impiety, Hypocrify,andInjuftice, and, by their example, endeavor to promote the caufe of Virtue, Religion and the True Love of our Country.

1 Do further Recommend to the Citizens of this Commonwealthto fufpend fuch Labors and Recreations, as may not be confiftent with
the folemnity of the faid Day.

Given at the Council Chamber in Bolton, ihis twenty-third day of O&ober, in the year of our Lowv, one thoufard, feven bundred and
ninely-cight, and in the twenty-third year of the INDEPENDENCE of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

INCREASE SUMNER.

By his Excellency’s Command, with the Advice and Confent of the Council.

JOHN AVERY, Secretary.

God {ave the Commonwwealth of Mallachuletts!




