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Commontwealth  ORQQSD  of filafachuletts.
By His Excellency Increale Sumner, Elquire,

Governor of tbe Commonwealth of Maffrcbufetts,

APROCLAMATION
Fora Day of Public Thank[giving.

HE facred Chara&ter and benewvolent Providence of God,being ac-

knowledged by our Civil Conftitution, the public and grateful Homage, ufual at this feafou, is not lefs a dic-
tate of Patriotifm than of Piety. Under the influence of thefe inited Principles, the Fathers of our Country
inftituted, andtheir Succeflors have obferved AN ANNUAL DAY OF THANKSGIVING AND PRAISE.

Tn imitation of fo pious and laudable an Example, I have thought fit toappoint a Public Commemoration of the Divine
‘Mercies, particularly of thofe which crown the clofing year ; and for thisfacred purpof, I do, by and wi-h the Advice
and Confent of the Council, appoint THURSDAY, the thirtieth of November next, o Day of Thun‘f@ivmg and Praife,
throughout this Commomvealth. ~ Calling upon Minifters and Pcoqle of cvery Denomination, Religioufly and ™ Joyfully to
obferve the faid Day, by affembling in their refpective places of Public Worlhip, and offering their united Priifes to the
great Benefa@tor of their Country, and the Author of every Blefling.

Through his adorable and munificent Providence, the Seafons have been favorable—the Labours of the Hufbandman
mcuﬁfui“md the Fruits of the Earth abundant. Throug: His lndulgcncc, our Fifheries have profpered——our Com-
merce, although unjuftifiably interruptad, has not been annihilated, but in many iaftances has fucceeded ; and the efforts
of Induftry have been rewarded. Under His Protection, internal Peace and I'ranquillicy have bleffed the Commonvrealth, °
and the voice of Health and Plcngwbccn generally heard in our dwellings.  Through His unmerited Goodnefs,
we continue to enjoy Conftitutions of Government, by which our Rights, Civil and Sacred, are cffe@ually fecured ; and
by His Favor the important lifc of the Prefident of the Uni‘tcd States has been continucd.—Whilft other Nations have
been fuffcring all the horrors and diftreffes of War, under His watchful Providence we have been preferved from fo griev-
ous a calamity. And through the Forbearance of God, we are flill fuvored with the Chriftian Religion——a Religion which
inculcates Peace on Farth and Good Will among Men—a Religion highly propitious to Republican Happinefs, whil tit
reveals a future and moft glorious ftate for the Righteous.

“Logether with the celebration of Divine Mercies, which ought to penetrate the hearts of a profpered people, I do 1
commznd the moft ingenuous Confeflion of our Sins and the moft fervent Supplications to the Author of ll our Enjoy-
ments, that we may c{izf}l[uy our Gratitude, by a fteady courfe of Obedience :—That through His wife and gracious Influ-
ence, the Negotiations for Peace may be fo over-ruled, as thut the lafting Tranquillity of the Nations jn Europe, and of the
Uhited States of America, may be cftablifhed, and Oppreflion and Diforder cvery where ceafe :—That he would fo dire&®
the Adminiftration of our Federal Government, and that of the different States in the Union, as to promote the Peace
and truc Intereft of our Nation: That we, fenfible of the Bleflings enfured by our Civil Syttem, might be dil})ofcd to lead
quict and peaceable Lives in all Godlinefs and Honefty:—'That God would Protcét our Trade and Navigation from un-
reafonable Obftruétions—would give Succefs to our Agriculture, Fifheries and Manufa&ures, and continue His Smiles
to our Univerfity and other Seminaries of ufcful Leamil:{: That he would afford his Prote@ion and Blefling to thefe
United States, and not fuffer any weapon formed againft them to profper.

Whillt with lively gratitude we acknowledge the great degree of Health enjoyed in this Commonwealth, it is recom-
mended to remember with fympathy fuch of our friends, in ome of the United States, as have been diftrefled by con-
tagious, mortal Difeafes ; and to fupplicate the Father of Mercies that Health and Profperity may be fpeedily and uni.
verfully reftored. Finally, that all Mankind under the Sceptre of the Prince of Peace, may be animated with the noble
Spirit of His Religion : Be enabled to purfue with united affetions, their common Interctt : Be convinced of their
mutual Dependence, and of the abfolute Dependence of all, on the Univerfal Parent.

1 dlo further recommend to the Citizens of this Commonwealth, to fufpend fuch Labours and Recreations as may not
be confiftent with the Solcnznity olf the fa'ubl L’;Y- of Oftober, i the four Lord, one thonfind,

iven al th nei mbar, in Uoflon, this twenty-third day ¢ v, in war of our Lord, one theufond, " Sun inety- .
G'm l::lln);-fi:’;;:dljzbr‘gf the lndeﬁmdmn of lbe United glalu of Amerisa, 7 fund, foven bundred and nintlyfeven ; and in

Attef. FOHN AVERY, Secretary. INCREASE SUMN ER-
7 @ob geave the Commantoealth of Malachuletts,
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