Magsachusetts,

By His Excellency

4aI111CS

Governor of

Sullivan, k.sq.

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

A PROCLAMATION,

FOR A4 DAY OF PUBLIC FASTING .4ND PR.YER.

HE unchangeable natnre of God assures to us seed time and harvest,
and the exact returns of the seasons forever.,  This cannot fail to excite in our
hearts a sublime devotion towards Him.

At the opening of the year, when the husbandmen cast the seed into the
carth, in hope of a plentitul harvest chrough His goodness ; when the merchants spread their
comunerce on the sea, with an anxious eve (o His favour, it especially becomes us, in a pub-
lie, solrmn manner, to acknowledge our acpendone?, anld t implore the blessing of Him
who maiatains the sun in his place to warm the geound ; who scatters plenty on the field
from His clouds ; of Hin, who hath bound the warers ia a garment, and brings the winds
from His Treasurics.

I nave theretore thought fit to appont and set apart, and by and with the
advice and consent of the Council, do appoint and set apart THURSDUAY, the seventh day of noxt
April,as aday of PUILIC HUMILIATIIN, FASTING avd PRAVER, in the Commonwealth;
and I do request the people of the same, to assemble themselves, on thar day, in their usual
places of public worship ; and there among other acts of devotion, to render thanks to Al
mighty God for His mercies : more especially that He has created them rational creatures
with capacities to discern His existence and power, from His works ;"His wisdom and good-
ness from His government. That He has been pleased, yer more fully to reveal His benev-
olence to the human race, by a display of His attributes and perfeltions in the scriprures.—
That the invaluable blessings of the gospel are trecly enjoyed by the people of this state, al-
lowing them, whilst it opens to them the high privileges of religion and virtue, to worship
God according to the dictates of their own consciences, so that no power can insert itseltf be-
tween them and the supreme object of their worship, or impose upon them a confession of
faith which their hearts do not approve.

TraT God has been pleased, in the course of His providence, to unite, and
to raisc the United States, to the rank of an independent nation ; and has endowed them
with wisdom to agree on Constitutions of civil government, with systems of jurisprudence,
which, if wiscly administered, and faithfully executed, cannot fail to assure frecedom and
happiness to the country. . ‘

THouGH we are mnstructed by our holy religion, that our Father in Heaven
knows all our wants before we utter them ; yet we arc also taught, that He has scen fit to
make our prayers the condition on which He will beftow His favors, and the mcans to ren-
der us suitable subjects of them. The people will, therefore, on that day, unite their sincere
and ardent prayers for their country. That God will be pleased ro support us in our republi-
can forms of government ; to continue and strengthen our national union and respectabili-
ty ; that He will inspire our rulers to make morality and virtue the care of the civil and leg-

islative authorities.  That He will guard us from covetousness, fraud, oppressions envy and
; . s

slunders, and all those crimes which are a reproach to, and have a tendeney o destroy a com-
munity,  Ihat He will smile on the labors of our hands,and on our enterprizes in business
prospering our navigation and fisheries, so that ar the close of the vear, we may come bcforc;
Blm rejoicing m the continuance ot Iis goodness, and uniting in the expressions of our grat-
itude for His favours,
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I'ove He wiil he pieased to guide our public Councils by His wisdom, in
such a ryiraer, thac our nation may be relieved from its present cmhhrr:lssmcnts, and that
our pace my be s -grv;l, ';unl tl)u’ 1‘:‘.mlcpcndcncc an.d sovereignty of our nation be maintain-
ed without the cilameizs of war,  Thatour success in business may induce us to afts of com-
passion and chariry 5 so thar waile the poor are satisfied with bread, they may be cneouraged,
by laudable examples to the practice of industry and frugality ; and the pleasure of doing
good be greatly increased.
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Fuvr the arts mav be encouraged, as having a tendency to dignify the hu-
man character, as well as to amicliorate the condition of human life. v

THar our public schools, academies and colleges, with ali other literary and
religious institutions, may be faithfully and prudently condudted, and honotably maintained ;
so that knowludgze in the sciences, may be cultivated under the laudable impression that
they are designed to raise man from carth towards heaven, and enable him to comcmpla,':c the
divine perfections and attributes in a more exalted strain of thought.

I arso recommend it, that, with their devotion, the people shall unite tru . and
sincere repentance for their sins ; more especially that we have, in so many instances, misim-
proved our invaluable privileges, and disregarded those rules of morality, charity and benev-
olence, which the Author of our nature, our Supreme Benefadlor rcquir'cs of us,as the foun-
dation of our public happiness. That we offer our fervent pravers to Gnd, that, He will, by
His grace,enable us to walk before Him hercafier, in integrity and uprighmess of hcnr(’; in
the excrcise of that righteousness by which alone a nation can’ be exalted, and in the practice
of those virtues which are the strength of a community.

UxvER a tramn of solemn reHections of this nature, the mind will be devoutly
raised to the throne of the high and holy One, whose prerogative it is to forgive our sins ;
who alone can crown the year with health, and fill it with pleaty, and by whose .ace onl):

we can be made fit subjects of his mercy, and be blessed with public and privac felicity.

UxxNecEssarY labour will cease of course ; recreations be laid aside ; worldly
mirth will be silent, and the day be obscrved as a day consecrated to religion and piety.

Given at the Council Chamber in Boston, this Fourth day of February, in the Year of our Lord, one thousand eight
. hundred and erght ; and in the thivty-second year of the Independence of the United States of America.

By His Excellency’s Command, with thez

advice and consent of the Council. )

James Sullivan.

JONATHAN L. AUSTIN, Secretary.

God save the Commonwealth of Massachusetts !



