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By His Excellency

Caleb Strong, Esq.

Governor of the Commonwealth of Maflachufetts,

A PROCLAMATION,

For a Day of Public Thankfgiing.

T being the ancient and laudable ufage in this State, at the clofe of

the year, to appoint a folemn feftival, to commemorate the goodnefs of the Supremc Being; and publickly to ac-
knowledge that He is the author of all our profperity ; that we owe Him our continual gratitude for His unmerited favors;
and that He is the fource and end of all the good we are capable of doing or recciving.

J vo, thevefore, with the advice and confent of the Council, appoint THURS-

DAY, the twenty-fifth day of November next, to be obferved by the people of this Commonwealth as a day of PUBLIC THANKS-
GIVING and PRAISE :—And the Minifters and People of every denomination, are requefted to meet together on that day, that
we may devoutly unite in our humble and tharkful acknowledgments to Almighty God for the great and numcrous bleflings, which
he has vouchfafed to beftow upon us ;~—for the peace and tranquillity with which we are favored ;—for the enjoyment of ourcivil and
religious privileges ;—for the health which he has been pleafed to continue in a great part of the State, and his kind interpofition in
hehalf of thofe places that have been vifited with ficknefs ;—for the fuccefs which he has granted to our trade, manufactures and fifhe-
ries ;—for the fmiles of His Providence upon the labours of hufbandry in the courfe of the laft feafon, and the abundance of food with
which we are fupplied ;—and for the benefits He has conferred upon other nations, and that profufion of Divine Goodnefs by which
innumerable multitudes are made happy.

And to the acknowledgments of pious gratitude, let us join the penitent

conicilion of our {ins, and our humble fupplications to the God of all Grace, that by the influences of His Spirit, Ie would purity
our hearts and make us fruitful in all the works of righteoufnefs ;—that He would profper the adminiftration of our National and State
Governments, and that all their meafures may be direéted by truth and integrity ;—that by His Blefling on the means of education
and public inftruction, our youth may be trained to induftry, virtue, and ufeful knowledge ;—that the people may be united in the
ties of mutual friendthip and affeétion, and infpired with fentiments of juftice and love of their Country ;——and that we may continue
to poflefs this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for our children after us forever.

That with the increafe of commerce, the bleflings of fociety and friendly

intercourfe may be extended, and provifion made for the univerfal fpreading of Divine Knowledge ;—and that all oppofition to the
caufe and intereit of the Redeemer may appear to be in vain, and His Kingdom triumph over all its cnemies.

And the people of this State are requefted to abftain from labor, and fuch

amufements as arc inconfiftent with the folemn fervices of the faid day.

Given at the Council-Chamber, in Bofton, this twenty-fecomd duy of Oélober, in the year of cur LORD one thoufand eight hundred and two, and in the

twenty feventh year of the Independence of the United States of America.
CALEB STRONG.

By His Excellency’s command, with the)
advice and confent of the Council.

)
JOHN AVERY, Secrctary,

Gob {ave the Commonwealth of Malachuletts !



