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By His Excellency

CalebStrong, Esqr.

?

* Governor of the Commonwealth of Majfachujetts,

R for & Day of Publick THANKSGIVING.
S we are nnder the -higheft obligations for the goodnefs of the

’ Supreme Being, n g'lving this land to us and to our fathers, in upholding our lives with a rich variety of

his Bounty, in appointing his Son to lay a = "rion for our happincfs, and in heflowing numberles favors
upon the people of this State in the courfe of the laft - ~ 7 omes us, at the clofe of i, to render our joint tribute
of adoration and pruife to that grcat and conftant Be. _ .10 hus daily loaded us with benefits, and who pours

comforts upon all that live :

Therefore, Wwith the avdhic: ¢:.; vonfent of the Council, I appoint

Thurfday, the tewentyjixth Day of November next, to be oliceved through the Commonwealth as a Day of Public
Thank{giving and Praife ; and the Minifters and People of every denomination are requefted to affemble on that day,
in their refpe@ive places of Public Worthip, that we may devoutly prefent to the Lord our Maker, the affectionate
gratitude of our hcarts, for all the goodnefs which He has caufed to pafs before us ; for the fupport and accommodation
of our lives ; for the continuance of our civil and religious liberty ; for the unufual degrec of health which He has grant-
ed to us; and for the meand we .poffefs of attaining and diffufing ufeful knowledge : And thar He has been pleafed to
give us rain in due feafon, and to caufe the earth to yicld her increafe in abundance ; that He has profpered our Com-
merce , Navigation and Fifheries ; that He has given us peace in our borders, and quietnefs and fafety in our dwell-
lings ; and that He-has crowned the year with his goodnefs, and caufed our cup of bleflings to run over.

And while, with grateful emotions, we contemplate the fcenes of profperity, let us humble ourfelves before Him for
our innumerable offences, and earneftly befcech Him, that He would forgive us, and make us ftill the objects of His di-
vine favour ; that with the bounties of nature He would grant us the bleflings of grace ; and that He would animate us
to a temper and conduct, which may correfpond with the bencfits we have reccived, and the felicity after which we are
encouraged to afpire ; that He would fmile upon our Univerfity, Colleges and Schools, and fucceed the means of relig-
ious and moral inftru¢tion ; that He would direct and profper the Government of the United States, and that the Prefi-
dent, and all others who are employed in its important offices, may difcharge their refpective duties with prudence, integ-
rity, and patriotifm ; that the Governments of the feveral Statcs may do all that is incumbent upon them, to preferve
union, order and tranquillity ; and that the whole People may duly eftimatc the advantages by which they are diftin-
guifhed : That He would reftrain the rage of contending nations, and that the great events which arc taking place, may
be made fubfervient to the triumph of the Gofpel, and the happinefs of mankind ; and that the period mag: arrive, when
violence and oppreflion fhall ceafe, and righteoufnefs fhall be eftablithed in all the earth ; when the different nations
of men fhall be united in the bands of brotherly love ; when every fpecies of falfe Religion fhall difappear, and the earth
thall be full of the knowledge of thc Lord as the waters cover the fea.

And the inhabitants of the State are carneftly requefted to abftain from fuch labour and recreation as are inconfiftent
with the folemnities of the faid day.

. Given at the Courcil Chamber in Bofton, 1his fifteensh day of Ofober, in the year of our Lord, one thoufand eizht hundred and one, and ix

she twenty.fixth year of the Independence of the United States of America,
CALEB STRONG.

By His Excellency’s Command, with the
Advice and the Conlent of the Council, }

JOHN AVERY, Sccretary:

God fave the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts |



