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BY HIS EXCELLENCY

Caleb Strong, Elquire,

Governor of the Commonwealth of Majfachufetts,

A PROCLAMATION

FOR A DAY OF

Public Thank{giving.

T being the duty of a People at all times to acknowledge the

Providence of Almighty God, and to recolleét His Benefits with Gratitude, efpecially in fcafon.s of public Peace

and Profperity—and it having been the invariable ufige of our pious  Ancddtors, at the clofe of the year, to

devote a day to the fervice and pruife of that Great and Gracious Being, who is the Objc of all duty, and

whofe tender mercics arc over all His works ¢ q h th vi d {fent of

qug t. by and with the advice and conlent o

the gmgfﬁtg at,!’oﬁtfﬂ{&g&?« s t E ggnty-fqu:nth day of November next, to be obferved by the People of
thic Commonwealth as a day of PUBLIC THANKSGIVING,—hereby calling upon the Minifters and People of
cvery denomination, to affemble on the faid day, that we may unitedly pay our grateful and affeCtionate homage to the
Author of all Good, for His diftinguithing kindnefs to our Forcfathers, and to Us—ip providing them a refuge from
oppreflion, and protecting them when furrounded with innumerable dangers—in bleffing them with Civil Liberty and
the light and influence o the Gofpel, and difpofing them to nurture their Pofterity in théJove of Learning, Virtue
and rational Freedom :—In fupporting us through the difficulties of the late Revolution, and giving us wifdom to
cftablifh Conftitutions favorable to Liberty and Happinefs. In profpering the adminiftration of Government, and pre-
{erving the important life of the Chief Magiftrate of the Union——In exempting us, during the laft ycar, from the
calanuties of War, and from wafting ficknefs and every defolating Judgment ; and in fucceeding the labors of the
Hufbandman, and crowning the year with its Frujts :—And for that degree of proteftion and profperity which He
has been pleafed to afford to our Commercc, Navigation and Fithery :—For the progrefs of Literature and the ufeful
Arts :—For the numerous bounties of His Providence, and all that variety which fupports or dclights our lives ; and
cfpecially for the bleflings of the Gofpel of His Son, who Has brought life and immortality to light.

And together with thefe grateful acknowledgments, that we

humbly confefs our unworthinefs, and prefent our fupplications to the God of Mercy, to pardon our multiplied fins,
and continue His proteétion and favor to the Unitecr States.—To guide the National and State Governments in ways
of integrity and fafety ; and preferve the People from faction and licentioufnefs :—To fimile upon our Univerfity, and
Colleges, and Schools of Learning ; and profper our Agriculture, Manufadtures and Commerce :—To promote a fpi-
rit of Induftry, Sobriety and Frugality, and the belief and practice of true Religion, that we may have the bleflednefs
of the Nation whofe God is the Lord, and the Pcople whom he has chofen for His own inheritance :—That the World
may become more worthy of happinefs, by the prevalence of humanity and benevolent affections among all the in-
habitants of the Earth :—That the Peaccful Kingdom of the Redeemer may prevail univerfally, without rivalfhip or
oppofition ; and that there may be none to hurt or deftroy.

And I earneftly recommend to the People of this State, to abftain

from all laber and recreation unfuitable to the folemnities of the faid day.
Given at the Council-Chamber, in BoSTON, this tweny-fixth day of September, in the year of our Lord, one thoufand
and eight bundred, and in the twenty-fith year of the Independence of the United States of America.

CALEB STRONG.

By His Excellency’s command, with the Advice and Confent of the Council.
JOHN AVERY, Secretary.

God Save the Commonwealth of Maffachufetts.
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