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S E R M O N

Preached in the Parifh Church of

REIGATE in SURRY, -

On THURSDAY, the sth of MAY, 1763.

- ~ Being the Day Appointed for a . o
GeENErRaAL THANKSGIVING
g s 3 T O

AI:.:MIGHTY G O D, for putting an E N D
to the late Bloody and EXpenﬁve WA R.

PRovERBs xvI. 33

The lot is caft into the lap ; but the whole difpofing tbereqf is
of the Lord.

N thefe words the Royal preacher delivers his fenfe of
- the divine f{uperintendence and direction of all events,

even the moft minute, And our Sovereign cannot be:
fuppofed to intend lefs, by the command which has affem- -

‘bled us together in this place, on thls occafion, Andit were.
| B unChantable
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uncharitable to believe, that any perfon here prefent, en-
tertains any fentiments different from thofe of the Preacher
and the King; or, that he joins unwillingly in paying to
Heaven the juft tribute” of praife and thank{giving, for
the happy return of the blefling of Peace we are met to
celebrate, |

T o men, {o difpofed, it cannot be undcceptable to give
a {light opening of the bleflings naturally attending Peace;
to point out its benign tendency and happy influence ; and
torecommend, {oit be done with the modefty that becomes
us, the condu& fit to be held by thofe who with, and
would deferve, the ftability and permanency of it.

“-'THE beginning of ftrife,* {fays Solomon, is as when
< one letteth out water ;77 the aperture in the mound may,
at firt, be {mall and trifling ; but, if this be wantonly or un-
fkilfully made, the unremarked weight of the ﬁlperincum-
bent water, may tear It to {uch dimenfions as to admit the
whole to rufh out with f{o dangerous an impetuofity, as

to- {pread- terror and inundation through the inoffenfive
Country

A~ » fuch are the begmnmgs of fisife. And at no pe-

riod; and in no country, has this tiuth been fo remarkably
exemplified, as it has been in Europe in thefe times, The
interefts of the Princes” are fo blended and complicated,
their connexions, by blood and alliance, fo various and mu-
tual ; their rights and claims fo. embarrafled and unafcer-
tained ; their guarranties {o numerous and reciprocal, and,
may we add their defires and ambluon {o alert and grafp-,

ing,
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irig, that no ftrife can arife, even about the leaft and moft
remote corners of their ‘territories, but, by the inevitable
influx of the furrounding powers, the torrent of War 1s
foon fwelled to fuch height and firength, as to fhake their
dominions to the very foundations.- Se-that it is impoffible
for a {yltem, compofed of parts fo difcordant, wholfe bear-
ings and dependencies are fo nice and intricate, to fubfift,
certainly not {o to fubfift, as to a¥ford the comfort and fecu--
rity which fociety was framed to admuinifter, without the
falutary virtue of Peace. |
Tuis calls off the attention of the Princes from ad-
verting too {fcrupuloufly to what they call their Rights; ‘calms-
their refentments, and quiets the ruder and more boifterous
paffions.. And, perhaps, in this flill ferenity, the voice of
the liberal arts may be heard,: which are inceflantly calling
on thofe who have the power of cultivating them, and ne-
ver fail of being liftened to by every generous mind, when
not loft and confounded in the din of War. And then may
the active and magnanimous fpirits innocently fpend them-
{felves in works of .fplendor and magnificence; the narrow
and contracted, in hoarding what they can legally accumu-
late, for to extortion and rapacity the feafon of Peace affords
no colourable pretence’; and the milder and humane will
rejoice in the godlike employment of adminiftering juftice,
introducing politenefs, and diffufing happinefs through all
their dominions. =~ And then will the fubjets, when unin-
terrupted by the ambition, temerity, or caprice of their
| B 2 refpective
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refpective. Princes (for God knows, the welfare of fociety:
but too much depends on the difpofition and employment
of thefe) mutually confpire in {preading the bleflings. of
{cience and commerce amongft them ; and in fecuring and
enjoying thofe Rights, and. that happinefs, to which God
and nature has entitled humanity. | -

'To men, living under the influence of the great truth
held forth in the text, it may. nat be improper to offer this
confideration ; that while “ The lot is in the lap,” no
man can forefee what ¢ the difpofing of it may be. And:
when the lot is the terrible -lot of War, every thinking
mind muft be agitated with doubt and. anxiety. And,
as it is to be feared, there is no nation.in Europe, whofe
crimes will not reconcile to the ideas. of juftice its utter
excifion, the wifeft men during the f{ufpenfion of the
event, may. be allowed. to entertain the moft ferious appre~.
khenfions. And as the manners of a whole people, are an
object too large ta be perfectly comprehended, and exactly
weighed, when once the * Sword of the Lord is gone
forth,” who fhall pronounce whether it is for corretion or
extirpation ? But the return of Peace difpels this doubt and
uncertainty, and reftores order and ferenity to the minds of
men ; and they may humbly hope, either that the merit of
the nation is. more than the Eftimates-made of- it exhibit;
or that God, for reafons infcrutable to-human penetration,
is pleafed to be gracmus and propitious.to his people.

AT the fame time it is a comfortable Reflexion, to confider,
that the manner in which the War has been conducted has

a natural
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a natural’ tendefcy, ifi the ordinmary  courfé: of: thidgs,. to
make the Peace that has fucceeded; firm and dufrable:

The original caufe of the War, was, fo far as T underftandit,

on our part, fairly conformable to the ftricteft ideas of juf=

tice; and we have profecuted it, through all its operations,

with a fortitude and pcrfevemn'ce that amazed the world.
The fpirit- of this naiion ‘will it be a digreflion’ to
do ]ufhce here to a citizen, who inconteftably ftands
firft in that fmall lift of patriots, whom Providence, at
certain intervals, fends into the world to fave a ftate ¢ For*
that feafon of defpondenty  fhould not- be' forgot, when
¢ all faces were turned into palenefs,” and it was generally
thought, and, 'I believe, faid, there was not virtue enough
left 'to fave the nation. At this féafon, whethér touched
by the eternal fpirit, or prompted by the Generofity of
his own Nature, this citizen arofe, and put himfelf at the
‘head -of a defpairing people. And the {pirit of the na-
tion (to refume what I left) foon underwent fo total a-
change, as aftonifhed even thofe that felt it. When
the largenefs of his views (which marked the malfter)
when the fteadinefs of his meafures, the firmnefs of his
refolution, and the fortitude of his mind were remarked,
the generous infeion {fpread through all ranks, and every
man became a thoufand. 'So that the expreffions of their
valour are {o deeply impreffed in all quarters of the world,
that time itfelf fhall f{carce efface them. And their hu-
manity and generofity, the certain attendants of true cou-

rage,even in the height of the ftorm of War, have been {fuch
' as
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as would have done honour to the beft of the high polithed
Greeks, or generous Romans. And their moderation, even
in the pride of victory, muft deferve, from all Europe, the
fulleft acknowledgment and confeflion that they are a mag-
manimous people. | | | -

For thefe reafons, I think it may be prefumed that- no
nation will wantonly infult-a people of this characer ;
and from the equity and good faith, for -which this nation
is: confefledly - remarkable, - it is probable we fhall not give
them any juft occaifion,

But I feem to hear fome, fcarce articulate; murmurs,
as if .the Peace we rate fo high were not indeed what we
reprefent it; but rather inadéquate ‘to the expence of
blood and treafure with which we’ havc purchafed it,
and ch{honourable to the nation. ' |

WovuLp you then have more war? Sha’l-l t—he {fword
devour for ever ? Knoweft thou not that it will be bitter-
nefs in the latter end ?” . It is mighty eafy for a man, in a
warm . commodious apartment in the midft of the abi_l'ndance
of all things,-and fenced, in full fecurlty, with the pro-
tection of a well-ordered government, to raife fpeculations,
fettle the balance between the contending powers, and de-
termine on another campaign, with the fame eafe and uncon-
cern as he orders his coffee. But let your immagination
tranfport you, for a moment, into thofe countries which
have been the fcenes of the War. Obferve how the fubfiftence
of innumerable innocent families, every focial and domef=
tic joy, has been ruined and deftroyed by the brutal ra-

vages
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vages of an irifolent foldiery ! See the havock of War,
the carnage of a battle, "and the fields. ftreaming. with Eng-
lith blood! Go to the hofpital of .the camp; and fee the
gallant youth of  England wafting to a "flower, but not
le(s, ‘certain- death, under ‘wounds unheeded .in the hour
of ardor, .and for want. of thofe accommodations, and
that attendance which the ‘meaneft of your fervants would
call fcanty:and inhuman ! Then look at home. Mark the
gaps made in the ranks of your citizens : and obferve how
there is fcarce a family that is’ not mourning the lofs of
fome-of its branches, - which it held moft dear, that have
fallen in the fervice of their Cbimtryi honourably, indeed,
but how tenderly regretted ; infomuch, that even the joy of
the prefent feftivity is imperfe&, and interrupted by ‘¢ the
noife of the weeping of the people.”> Not to mention that
all thefe calamities have been brought by Chriftians on
Chriftians, who, I am afraid, will {carce find themfelves
authorifed, by - the precepts of their religion, to exercife
{uch violences on each other. And do you defire a repeti-
tion of thefe {cenes ? Humanity will with-hold you from fo
wanton a declaration,

WELL, then, it muft be confefled we had not enough at-
tended to- thefe things, and Peace muft be allowed to be a
Bleffing. But f{tiil a better Peace might have been had for
the {fame price at which this was purchafed : and it is an af-
fron: to the fenfe and reafon of the nation, to have Rights
{fo dearly earned, and acquifitions fo hardiy made, and fo eflen-
tidl to our well-being, given up to the enemy, b}* the 1g-
norance, or villainy of our Negotiators.

it
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It may be fo, for ought I know : for T have no
grounds aon- which to form a judgment in this matter :
and I doubt not but when fuch villainy is dete@ed, and
fully proved, that it will ‘meet condign punithment. But
it may alfo 'not be fo.: and if thofe that lay the:.complaint,
are no better informed than I am, it is probable it is not fo:
"T'hat the conceflions of the -enemy, .and the conditions of
the Peace, do not amount to the utmoft our fuccefles
in the .War feem to intitle us to, "I readily allow : but this
may be owing to caufcs very diﬁ'erent from cither igno..:
pomt rne out the Pcaca thclg gwes the conquwor all hlS fi
tuation enabled hun to demand. - I am {ure our annals af-
ford no fuch 1nﬁance. Or rngllc& your own private affairs,
and tell me if, in any matter of confequence, to.which
there were various parties,” every circamftance fell in with.
fuch eale and precifion, as.to- enable you to compleat the.
whole exactly in the manner you withed. And if this can-
not be done, as I am afraid it cannot, in our little con-
cerns, how large is the allowance which candoyr muft.
n*iake in tranfactions of fuch compafs: and extent, where
the jarring interefts, and inflamed paflions of contending
Princes are to be compofed and reconciled, who bend with
the laft reluctance, to thofe humiliating exigencies the hard.
neceflity of the War has impofed on them ? This Peace fe-
cures to Great Britain a larger and better territory than all
the Wars from the conqueft to this day, have produced ;
and yet, I havc allowed, it to be far enough from compleat,

- And.
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And what does this thew ? Only thls 3 that fpeculatwe

arrangements are very different thmgs from praétical Exe-
cution’; and that, perhaps, the nature of human affdirs’
will not admit of that full exa&nefs, c01nc1dence, andj
adjuf’cment in action, which' we readxly conceive in Idea,
Perhaps fome material defe&, or decay, in eflentials, known
only to thofe who touch and goverin the prmapal {prings -
of the political Machine, or fome unaccountable perverfe-"
nefs in the enemy, fonnded in rage or defpair, uncon-’
querable by any argaments or apphcatlons may make it
impoflible for you te-obtain even thofe nghts to which yoir”
are unqueftionably intitled, which‘ would gwe a roundnefs
and compactnefs to your fyf’cem which you ardently wifh
for, and moft earneftly "endeavour after. . What is to be’
done ? -Will you again ‘¢ caft the lot into the lap,” fub- "
je@ the whole flate to the chance of War, becaufe yoit
cannot reach that point of perfeéhon which perhaps~
never was reached, and which "perhaps is fimply un-
attainable by mortal man ? Prudence I beheve Wlu give |
other advicé. - .. . h

ORr will it mifbecome us to apply the do@rine i in the text
to this great Occafion, and to reverence, as we difcern, the
hand of Providence interpofing, to cheek the infolence of
Victory, and put men in mind of their dependence, which
a2 long courfe of fuccefs ; is but too-apt to make them for-
get r. | |

OR may not, after all, the alledged defelts in the Peace

be as much owing to our own fhort-fightednefs, as to the
e things
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It may be fo, for ought 1 know : for T have no
grounds on- which to form a’ judgment in this matter :
and I doubt.not but when fuch villainy is deteGted, and
fully proved, . that it will meet condign punithment. Baut
it may alfo not be:fb.: and if thofe that lay the:.complaint,
are no better informed than Iam, it is probable.it is not fo:
"‘That the conceffions of the -enemy, and the conditions of
the Peace, do not amount to the utmoft our fuccefles
in the .War feem to intitle us to, 'I readily aﬂow but this
rance or yﬂlamy in the Mmli’cers Exammc a,ll h.xﬂ:ory, and
point me out the Peace which gives the .conqueror all his fi«
tuation enqbled him to demand. I am f{ure our annals af-
ford no {uch mf’cance. Or re‘gql_leé't your own private affairs,
and tell me if, in any matter of confequence, to whick
there were varlous parties,” every circumftance fell in with.
fuch eale and precifion, as.to- enable you to compleat the.
whole exadly in the manner you withed. And if this can-.
not be done, as I am afraid it cannot, in our little con-.
cerns, how large is the allowance which candoyr muft:
make in tranfactions of fuch compafs and extent, where
the jarring interefts, and inflamed paflions of- contending
Princes are to be compofed and reconciled, who bend with
the laft relu&apccj,i to thofe humiliating exigencies the hard.
neceflity of the War has impofed on them ? This Peace fe-
cures to Great Britain a larger and better territory than all.
the Wars from the conqueft to this day, have produced ;
and yet, I havc allowed; it to be far enough from compleat,

- And:
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And what does thlS fhew ? Only thlS " thiat fpeculatwc
arrangements are very different thmgs from pra&tical Exe~
cution’; and that, perhaps, the nature of human affiirs’
will not admit of that full exa&nefs, coincidence, and’
adjuf’cment in action, which we readxly conceive in Idea,
Perhaps fome material defec, or decay, in eflentials, known
only to thofe who touch and govern the: prmcxpal fprings -
of the political Machine, or fome unaccountable perverfe--
nefs in the enemy, fonnded inh rage or defpair, uncon-’
querable by any arguments’ or applications, may make it |
impoflible for you te-obtaineven thofe nghts to which your~
are unqueftionably intitled, which " would glve a roundnefs
and compactnefs to your fy{’cem which you ardently wifh
for, and moft earneftly endeavour after. . What 1s to be
done ? -Will you again ‘¢ caft the lot into the lap,” fub- "
je& the whole ftate to the chance of War, becaufe you
cannot reach that point of perfc&xon which perhaps "
never was reached, and which perhaps is fimply un-
attainable by mortal man ? Prudence, I beheve wﬂl give |
other advicé, - | |
- ORr will it mifbecome us to apply the doctrine i in the text
to this great Occafion, and to reverence, as we difcern, the |
hand of Providence interpofing, to cheek the infolence of
Victory, and put men in mind of their dependence, which
a long courfe of fuccefs is but tco -apt to make them for-

r +*

get 7.
'ORrR may not, after all, the alledged defefts in the Peace

be as mich owing to our own fhort-fightednefs, as to the
" C things
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things themfelvcs? For abundant experience. muft have
convinced us, that we are - far from being infallible Judc'es
of our true interefts, in affairs of fuch extent. There
muft fomewhere be a Line, drawn by Nature, be-
yond which no L,ountry can wholfomely colonize. Qn
which fide that Lmu ‘we now are, I pretend not to fay.
But this Is certam, that whenever it 1s tranfgrefled, inftead
of aggrandxzmg, you only induce a radical decay on the
Mother Country, which undermines its foundations ; and
when the Capital Fabric tumbles, the Colonies, though
intended, perhaps, as 1ts ProPS and Support, muft inevita-
bly be buried in the ruins. |

So that every advantange, which feems to offer itfelf {o -
obvioufly.to every common obferver, may not, when weigh-
ed in the fcale, which the unfkilful know not how to hold,
prove {o falutary to their Country as the unthinking are
fo ready to pronounce.

'BuT be it as.it may. Still Peace may be a Blefling de-
voutly to be wifhed. For, in eftimates of this kind,
it is not the Conditions of the Peace only, that are to be
taken into the account, but the circumftances of the Na-
tion. alfo, which may demand it. And every grievance of
the War, which 1s pérnicious to the State, muft be allowed
to bea recommendatlon of the Peace. And {uch, I be-
lieve, thofe who _have‘thought on this {ubjet, have found
att:ending us, at this juné&ure: One efpecially, which I have |
referved for this. place, for your particular attention, of fo -

' blafting
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‘blafting a cornplemon that it ﬁngly makes Peace I had al-
moft faid any Peace neceflary.

TuroUGH the ignorance, or craft, in which the fhort-
fichted are wont to abound, of the Politicians at the Re-
volution, it happened, that one of the beft maxims of found
policy, to raife the fupplies, for the expence of the year, .
within the year, was forgottén, or negle@ed. So that in
the Wars, which foon followed, by the anticipation of the
annual fupphes a national Debt was contratted, which
leaned heavily on the beft part of the fubjeéts, the induf-
trious, the commercial, and the landed, infomuch, that even
the returns of Peace brought not with them, on that ac-
count, that eafe and refrefhment Wh1ch otherwife naturally‘
refults from it.. 'This was. not unremarked by the difcern-
ing, at that tlmc but was over-ruled, by that firange
imagination, that I know not what kind of fecurity arifes
to Government from its being in debt, This, by degrees,
and, .I {uppofe, . for the fame.reafons, grew into a cuftom ;
till, at laft, we find ourfelves crouching under a debt which
would have aftonifthed our forefathers, and may be allow-
ed to alarm us. But this is not the worft of the malady.
The wifdom of better Politicians may corre@ the errors
of the ignorant’; and in fome feafon of Peace and fereni-
ty, the breaches made in the Conftitution, by the little
arts of the crafty,. may be. repalred by the wholefome
exertion of ‘the abilities of a vigorous, . found and upright
- adminiftration. - But the palpable incapacity of oiii Finan-
‘cwrs in the laft war, was fuch, that they could not tread
" C 2 even
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even this beaten track, without expofing their country to
the depredations of the vileft race of vermin that ever
preyed on a commonwealth. The Stockjobbers, I mean ;
who, with the av1d1ty of the wolves of the foreft, have fallen
on every new loan, as their proper prey ; and, to the dif-
grace of all government, have gone on, uninterrupted, i
the exercife of every bafe art, every {pecies of fraud, de-
ceit, and circumvention, which cunning could devife, or
villainy execute : infomuch, that this country is thought to
have fuffered more from the machinations of thefe mif-
creants, than from the preﬁ'ure of that enormous debt, which
the neceflities of the ftate annually accumulated.

AND the ¢ Wages of their unrighteoufnefs” have been
fuch, as have aftonithed thofe who difdained to be contami-
nated in this vile traffic; and mdu&ry has blufhed at the
{fmall progrefs to be made in the ways of honefty, when it
compared its little ‘heap with the mountains of wealth raifed
by thefe muthrooms of a day.

AnD, to fhew the pitch this depravity has reached, we
may. obferve, that even Shame, the laft lingering guardian
of integrity, which fometimes fupports it in minds unac-
quainted Wlth better principles, even Shame is gone away ;
and cant.terms and mock appellations have been ludicroufly
invented for. practices, wh1ch as they in truth are, fo ought
they to be ‘called, plaln knavery But this 1s ever the
courfe. For in morals, ridicule is the fatal {fymptom of ex-
piring honour, and the fure fucceflor of departed honefty.

Nox
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- Nor is thls yet the worft. Property may be transferred,
from hand to hand, even by thefe bafe arts, without en-
dangering the being of the community. But the mifchief
to be apprehended- is, a total change of the Genius of the
whole people, when every generous fentiment, every feel-
ing of humanity, all fenfe of honour, and all regard to de--

corum and a charaéer, 1s {wallowed up and loft in this
raging luft of gain.

For this has not been confined to the dregs of the peo-
ple, but the contagion has {pread through the moft refpect-
able ranks of the ftate ; and, to the difgrace of the nation, we
have feen Peers and Senators, Magifirates and Clergymen,
ignominioufly mixing with this obfcene herd ; and with fo-
reign whores, foreign Jews, and foreign fharpers, in this
difhoneft {cramble.

LEeT me borrow a glafs from Rome, in which thefe men
may fee the deformity of their conduct.

A GREAT ftatelman, in a treatife of Ethics, puts this Cafe:

A MERCHANT fails from Alexandria to Rhodes, with a
cargo of Corn; of which, on his arrival, he finds the
Rhodians in extreme want. At the fame time he knows,
which the Rhodians do not, that many other fhips, laden
with the fame commodity, are on their voyage to the fame’
Port. The Queftion is, Whether he thall declare this
circumflance, or fell his own cargo, in filence, at the beft
price he can get?

<Hy

Ir
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Ir he is an ingenuous, honeft, juft man, fays Cicero, he
will certainly declare it; for to conceal it_v{{ould be dire&
knavery and injuftice.

- 'WiLL not Chriftianity weep, when the condu& of her
degenerate fons is compared with the decifion of this honeft
Heathen ? Muft fhe not bluth at the letters from the Hague,
and orders from Amfterdam, forged in England, and, at
the eager hafte with which thefe Chriftians feize the lucra-
tive advantages refulting from the fears of the timorous and
untkilful, raifed by fuch infamous expedients ?

- Anp where will all this end ? For, as foon as the prof-
pe€t of Peace had fomewhat ftilled this ftorm, in which the
innocent were fhipwrecked that Knaves might ride on its
billows in triumph : Have we not feen one of* the Adepts in
thefe myfteries, difdaining the flow arts of fraud and chica-
nery, attempt, and execute, one of the boldeft and moft
enormous forgeries, that ever appeared in this country ?

" ANnD, what is much more to be lamented, have we not
feen the flower of England burfting every band of honour,

and every tie' of gratitude, ¢ ds threads of tow that have
“ fmelled the fire;” crowding with fhamelefs hafte, and
bending with ignominious fervility, to the new Difpenfers
of Emoluments, as the Babylonians of old to the golden
image which Nebuchadnezzar the King had fet up.

AT fuch a Crifis in the national Characer, muft not
Peace be a bleffed difpenfation, which drofas the curtain on
fcenes of {uch turpitude, and, by removing the temptation,
cuts oft all occafion and opportunity of repeating them?

AND
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AND now, it.is to be hoped, the Legiflature will find
leifure to {queeze thefe upftart {fpunges, fwelled with the
fpoils of their Country, to the natural fize of Citizens of
their rank. For furely it requires no extraordinary faga-
'c1ty, to fall on a method of doing fo high an a& of Juftice
to their country ; and, at the fame time, to turn the cur-
rent of the fupplies into fuch,channels, as fhall protect 1t
from the impure handling of this wretched Crew of Harpies.

FoRr is it not intolerable to obferve, as many wife men,
with the deepeft concern have long done, on the approach
of a new Tax, the induftrious Tradefmen, the Yeomanry,
and the lower Gentry, the Nerves and Sinews of the flate,
in dutiful obedience to their Sovereign, and moved per-
haps by fome remains of that amtiquated Virtue, Patriotifm,
preparmg for its arrival ; proceeding with the moft ferious

anxiety in confidering what can be faved, what can be
{pared, retrenching fomewhat of the figure and appearance

their f{ituation, in decency, demands, and not without
touching perhaps on fome things,

Quers bumana fibi doleat natura negatis,

rather than the ftate fhould fuftain detriment from: their
refufal or delay; and, at the fame time, to fee the galety
and alertnefs with which thefe wretches are calculating, how
many hundreds, how many thoufands, how many tens ot
thoufands of this fum,; with fo much difficulty and diftrefs
fcarce extrated from every branch of the veins of their
Country, fhall be diverted into their Pockets ?

| | WHAT
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WuaT muft the refentment of this fenfible People be,
to fee the national aids, granted, as they trufted; to {trengthen
and invigorate the exertions of the national power, con-
verted into the nourifhment of the Botches and Tumours
of this country ! To fee the Gentry diftrefled and impove-
rithed, Trade cramped and fettered, and the very vitals of
the people {queezed out, to furnifh the ftakes in a gaming-
houfe. |

WHAT a wafte of the Loyalty and confidence of a gene-
rous people! and what ignorance, or wantonnefs, in the
Minifters and Financiers, not to know, or to defpife, that
oreat truth, that no where upon earth is the good-will of
the people fo indifpenfably neceflary to the Prince, as in
this country ! for but too many unhappy occafions have ve-
rified Gourville’s obfervation, That a King of England,
without the Affe&iohs of his people, is juft nothing at all.

BuT a better difpofition may furely now be expeled;
and then will the liberal part of our countrymen, who have
been unhappily touched with this ftain, to which they could
not be moved by bafenefs of nature, but were drawn
perhaps into this foul vortex by the all powerful force of
the general example, feel the remorfe which every gene-
rous nature muft undergo, at this unwary deviation from

the paths of honour. And, when they have recollected
themfelves, to which the calm of Peace affords at once the

motives and the means, and looked round on the company,
with which they have debafed themfelves, mere indignation

will fever them for ever from this vile commerce, and they
' wiil
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will return to the honourable Ranks they were born to hold
in the community. |

TaHEN will Reafon and Honour refume the {way, and
remind them of the various duties refulting from the high
charalter they have to {uftain, as Men, as Englithmen, - as
Gentlemen, as Chriftians. And when the Root of.all Evil
is thus extirpated, and the {cales of Avarice are fallen from
their eyes, they will clearly fee the abfurdity of individuals
attempting to found their private happinefs on any thing elfe
but the broad bafis of the public welfare. And when they
look up to the fountain of honour, emulation will excite
them to run, with vigour, the race that God and Nature
has fet before them, and to atone for their late humiliation
by higher attainments in the ways of honour; confcious, as
they muft be, that nothing elfe can recommend them to the
notice and approbation of a Prince, who is at once the Re-
warder and the Example of every Virtue.

T o the fine feelings of this excellent Perfon, tc the deli-
cate Sympathy which made him fhare in the dangers the -
intrepidity of his forces were inceflantly hurrying them in-
to, to his juft difcernment and commiferation of the hard-
fthips the induftrious and the honeft laboured under at home,
from the inevitable expence of the War, we owe his ready
acquielcence 1n the terms of Peace, which the events of the
War difpofed the Enemy to offer ; and, to the favour of
Providence, its full accomplifhment,

D AND
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Anp what is the condu& which Reafon points out, as
fit to be held by us all on this great occafion ? Surely not to
htigate the terms of the Peace, wich we cannot alter; but
to co-operate with our Sovereign, and, as we hope, with
Providence, in diffufing, to the utmoft extent, the bleflings
that naturally attend it.

IT will well become the fuperiar Ranks, and the more
mmediate Servants of the Crown, to {till all indecent {quab-
bles, if fuch there be, for thofe Pofts of honour or emolu-
ment, to which their Birth or Abilities may intitle them :
that no occafion be given to confirutions unfavourable to.
perfons fo elevated, or to any degrading furmifes, that pub-
lic {pirit is yielding to private views, in charalters {o refpect-
able : to preferve their honour and integrity clear and un-
broken; that fo their influence may be the greater and the
better on the inferior ranks, which naturally take their co-
lour from them : to furround the Throne with the bulwark
of Union ; declining all conteft but that glorious one be-
coming their dignity and loyalty, who fhall ferve their
country with moft Zeal and Ability, in the ftations to which
the wifdom of the Sovereign may call them.

IT will become us all to let our Refentments, however
excited, fubfide; and to call off our defires from objelts.
plainly unattainable, or, if attainable, yet not without a Re-
petitiorr ef thofe Scenes which Humanity would wifh to.

throw a pelpeﬁuak veil gver..

AND
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Axp, when our minds are thus compofed and fedate, it
will not be amifs to bring our Poflefiions to a {tri¢t exami-
nation at the Bar of Reafon: but let 1t not be cold, ab-
firated Reafon, but human Reafon, temper ed, as 1t ever
is, when unperverted, with the foft affe@ions of Love and
Benevolence. And then, if we find any Excefs beyond
what has defcended to us by fair inheritance, or what we
may have gained in the ways of prudence and honour, this’
Sovereign Dire&Grefs will fhew us the propriety of fearching,
with the moft fcrupulous diligence, the crowd of the in-
jured, if peradventure we may find the unfortunate indi-
vidual to whom 1t juflly belongs; or, 1f this fhould be im-
pofiible, yet let not the accurfed thing cleave to us, but
let us pay it to thofe, whom Providence has appointed the:
legltlmate Receivers in fuch Cafes, and let Chanty fané’clfy
what Avarice had polIuted

A QuIeT Submiffion to Government, and a patient en-
during the Burdens the War has brought on us, will be-
come the lower ranks, much better furely than Strife and
Clameour, which have been thiought, even when moft un-
reafonable, to: have thrown many able Minifters off their
bias, and to have defeated the wileft meafures planned for
the public utility., "Fhe events oi the War. have been o
ereat and {o frequent, that they have raifed in themr an in-
fatiuble Curionity, which has degeneiuced invo un unprontasie
pragmatical {pirit; and this has been fed with the Frath- of
- political Scribblers, till thi rneancit of the people, to their
D 2 | 9302
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no {mall vexation, have erected themfelves into judges of
thofe meafures it is impofiible they thould underftand.

L.eT it be one of the happy fruits of the Peace, to call
off the attention of this ufeful order from * thefe great

€ matters, which are too high for them ;” and to reftore

them to a {uber and diligent application to the duties of their

refpective profeflions. Which fure it were not difficult to
do, would they but confider how abfurd it muft be in thofe
who cannot promote, to obftru¢t the motions of their Su-
periors; to clog and hang on the wheels of Government,
which, even when unimpeded, muf{t move butheavily, loaded,

~as they are, with the weight of the public Debt ; and how

improvident to increafe the difficulties, and, of confe-
quence, the expence of adminiftration, which they them-
felves muit pay.

AND, when the Nation 1is thus returned to its old good
nature, its old good humour, and its old. good manners,
Peace will unfold its blefflings in their genuine proportions,
and all will difcern and confefs its excellence.

p, when Reafon has thus ¢ had her perfect work,”
then fhall the ¢ fun of righteoufnefs arife in our hearts,”
and fhed its benign influence, ’till the motions of humanity
are 1mproved into Chriftian Charity; operating in the moral
world, as the great Luminary gilds and ferenes the face of
Nature after a ftorm. And then fhall we feel the high
complacency arifing from the mutual contemplation of each

" others improvements, while all are zealous to compleat the

charaéter
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character of good men and good Subje@s, by the neceflary
addition of the Chriftian Graces. Then fhall Gratitude
kindle its holy flame in minds {o well ordered; and the
Experience of difpenfations fo gracious will raife an humble
confidence, and a reafonable hope, that the fupreme Pro-
vidence will hear the prayer (in which may all be qualified
to join!) that the welfare and profperity of a brave, an ho-

neft, and a faithful people, may be perpetual,-
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