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PSALM Cl. 1.

T WwILL SING OF MERCY AND ¥UDGMENT - UNTO0 TFHEIE,

THOUGH judgment 1s ftyled God’s {trange
work, yet, in the.great connexion of e¢vents, it de-
mands our approbation and praife. ¥or the Prophet
fays : ¢ Although the fig-tree fhall not bloflom, neither
fhall firuit be in the vines . the labour of the olive {fhall
fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat; the flock {hali
be cut off from the fold, and there fhall be no herd in
the ftalls5 yet, T will rejoice in the Lord, and joy i
the God of my falvation.”” Job, that celebrated friend
of God, allo adds, while fuddenly and awfully bereav-
ed, by Providence, of his children and fervants, and
thrown from the height of profperity into the depth
of adverfity : ¢« The Lord gave, and the Lord hath
taken away ; and blefled be the name of the Lord.

‘What ? Shall we receive good at the hahd of Gad, and
{hall
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thall we not reccive evil I’ Shall we embrace the di-
wine mercies which we do not deferve f And thall sve
~¢iect the divine judements which we do deferve?
Shall we blefs God for his mercy, and curfe him for
iii¢ juftice and rightecoufnefs ? '

Tris is the current doérine of infpiration. And
what, my auditors, is the fentiment of your hearts ¢
Shall we, on this grateful occafion, fing of mercy and
sudgment both, or fhall we extol the mercy of God
only, and difregard his yjudgments - Let us then cele-
brate the confpicrons mercies and judgments of God, which
we have experienced in the courfe of the year. For
the judzments of God, as well as Liis mercies, are the
exprefiions of the perte& rectitude of his nature, and,
in a qualified fenfe, are svorthy of admiration.

Firfl. LrTt us attend to the nature ot celebrating
:he divine merev.  Differently expreffed, what is the
smport cf cclebrating the mercy of God ¢ In general,
to cciebrate the divine mercy, we muft impartially
iove God the fountain of all excellency, and blefs his
toly name for the pumerous benefits which he gra-
iotlly confers.  Yor, it is the matchlefs grace of God,
:n and through Tefus Chrift, which furnifhes all the
aavantages which we enjoy, both to efcape eternal
death and obtain cternal life, But, the fubjeét muil
be treated more particularly.  Tor gofpel gratitude
cannot-be properly deferibed, unlefs we difplay other

excrcifes
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exeércifes which are radically and eflentizally conne&ed
with it. Therefore,

1. LeT mé oblerve, that to celebrate the mercy of
God we muit be the fubjeéts of deep forrow becauie
we have finned. We need the mercy of God,becaule
we are finners. If we were not the fubjects of difobe-
dience, God would not exercife his mercy toward us,
any more than toward the fpotlefs angels of hght.
Hence, all good men mix the exercifes of repentance,
with the exercifes of gratitude. For they fecl, that
nothing, but the meer,fovereign grace of God prevents
their falling into the depth of endlefs mifery and dif-
trefs. Were it poflible for the inhabitants of heaven
to be deftitute of pertet enjoyment, their blifs would
be diminifhed, by contrafting their undeferved ftate
with the deferved ftate of the reprobates. If pofiible,
John would be unhappy by attending to the wretched
ftate of Judas. For, he, in point of law, as really de-
lerves the wrath of God, as the traitor. Grace, not
merit, has made the difference between them. And
i heaven allowed pain, how wvould Paul, who has beex
the virulent perfecutor of Jefus, be diftvefled to fce
S1mon Magus the miferable {ubjelt of divine wrath.?
For Paul, in point of juftice, as really deferves the ftate
of a reprobate as Simon, or any of the defpairing legi-
ons. Hence the moft fignal chriftians in the world,
when they fee a malefadtor led to the place of execu-

tion,
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tion, are thc lubjects of the mixed exercifes of grati-
tude and repentance. While penitently contraifting
his condition with that of the hopelefs criminals, the
thankful adoring chriftian fays, what have I which 1
did not receive? What am I, by nature, different
trom that pinioned telon, going, by the direction of
jultice, to the fatal block ¢ Left to myielf I {hould not
mect a better end. We are both by nature the chil-
dren of wrath. While the malefadtor fuffers the moft
ihameful death for his {ins, the chriftian repairs to his
cloiet, mourns his own guilt, cordially accepts the
punifhment of his iniquity and praifes God for his
faving grace. In this manner, it is prefumed all cood
men conduct while publicly celebrating the mercies of
God, with which they are crowned. Repentance is
the infeparable companion of thankfgiving. It is the

grand bafis of gofpel praife. ¥or who can be thank-
tul for mercy which faves him from deftruétion, and

not mourn his fins which deferve deftruétion ? But,
2. 'T'o celebratz the mcrcy of God we muft be the
fubjects of genuine humility. The magnitude of di-
vine mercy, with which the chriftian is richly clothed,
15 @ mirrour which necellarily difcovers his own pov-
crty and debility.  While celebrating the numerous
mercies of God he, thercfore, takes his place in the
duft. Forman, compared with the mercirul Jehiovah,
15 lefs than nothing and vanity.  Of this humble {pi-

Iit,
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rit, which is invariably conneted with gratitude, we
have an example in the condué¢t of Jacob, while re-
turning to his native country loaded with the divine
blefling. When he arrived at the river Jordan, he
was gratefully and humbly confirained to contrafl his
poverty, when he went abroad, with his opulence, as
he returned home. Yor he faid: O God of my
father Abraham, and God ot my father Ifaac, Iam
not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies, and of all
the truth which thou haft fhewed unto thy fervant.
For, with my fteff, 1 pafled over this Jordan, and now
I am become two bands.”” God hath deait bountifully
with me. For then I was poor but now I am rich.

TuEe {ame humility of heart was manifeited by Gid-
eon; when God choéfe him to be the deliverer of his
people. Upon being called from the thre ﬂling:-ﬂoor
ot Ophrah to wieid the fwmd ot the L.ord, he moﬁ:
humbly and diflidently faid : « O Lord wherewith
{hall I fave Ifrael ? Behold my family is poor in Ma-
naffeh, and I am the leaft in my father’s houfe.” How
beautifully fpoken! And how gloriouily did he tri-
umph over the cnemy !

Davip difplayed the fame humble, but exalted, {oul
1t the time of his thank-offering : For he {aid, Blefs-
ed be the Lord God of Ifrael, our Father for ever and
ever. Thine, O Lord, is the greatneis, and the power,
and the glory, and the muajelty : for all that is 1n the

1B heaven
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heaven and 1n the earth is thine. Thineis the king-=
clom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.
Both riches and honour come of thee ; and thou rul-
eft over all,and in thine hand is power and might ; and
in thy hand 1t 1s to' make great and to give ftrength
unto all. Now, theretore, our God, we thank thee
and praife thy glorious name; but who am I, and what
is my people that we {fhould be able to offer {fo'willing-
ly after this fort ¥ For all things come of thee, and of
thy own have we given thee.”” In this moft humble
manner David celebrated the mercy of God.

Trae Apoftle alfo was the fubject of diftinguithed
humility while celebrating the praifes of divine mercy.
Ior, {peaking of Chrift’s manifefting himfelf after his
refurrection to the Apoitles and others, he humbly
adds : ¢¢ And laft of all, he was {een of me alfo, as of
onc born out of due time. IFor I am the leaft of the
Apoltles, that am not meet to be called an Apoftle, be-
caule I perfecuted the church of God. DBut, by the

b

orace of God, I am what I am.” 'This 1sa {pecimen
of the humility of the whole generation ot God’s peo-
ple while celebrating the divine mercy. With their
mouths in the duft, the children of God cclebrate his
praifc. Tlumility as well as repentance is infeparably
connected with-thankfgivine. But,

3. To cclebrate the mercy of the Lord, we muft be
the {fubjeéts of {elf-denial.  For there is no gratitude

which
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which 1s not the fruit of {elf-denial. All thofe cheer-
ful exercifes which do not {pring from the divine prin-
ciple of {elf-denial, are but the rude and ungovernable
offspring of felfifhnefs. For no exercife is #ight which
has not the beft intereft of the univerfe for its object
and it is eafy to fecthat no moral principle harmonizes
with the intereflt of the univerfe which i1s not conge-
nial with felf-denial. When we thank God, it is either
becaufe he favours us perfonally and {cparately, or be-
caufe he invariably promotes the beft intereft .of his
eternal kingdom : for between public intereft and pri-
vate there is no medium. Hence Chrift fays, < He,
that 1s not with me,is againft me; and he, that gathers
not with me, fcatters abroad.” And, <« If ye love
them that love you what reward have ye ?” In onec
word, the good man is thankful becaufe the favours
which he enjoys clothe him with advantages to honour
God, to do good and commaunicate. FHe is thankful
for health, opulence and quictude, becaufe thefe blefs-
ings enable him to affit the fick, to fupply the poor
and to confole the diftrefled. In a peculiar manner ke
1s the fubjeét of gratitude for the grace of God in and
through Jefus Chrift. TFor the work of redemption
involves all the other operations of the Lord. This is
the glory of God, and fupremely influences the heart
of every good man. |

We have now before us, T truft, 2 juft view of the

nature
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nature of éelebrating the mercies of God. 1In a peni-
tent, humble and {elf-denying tone of heart the friend
of God celebrates his mercy. Wiile contemplating
the numerous bleflings of heaven with which he 1s fa-
voured, the chriftian’s heart melts with gratitude, and
he devoutly fays: ¢ What fhall I render unto the
Lord for all his benefits ? I will take the cup of falva.
tion and call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay
my vows unto the Lord, which my lips have uttered.
I will offer the facrifice of thankfgiving and call upon
thc naome of the Lord, in the midit of thee, O _]érun
falem. O Lord I am thy {fervant : for thou haft loofed
my bands. 1 will be thine forever. For thou art in-
finitely great and good. Whom have I in heaven but
thec ? And there is none on earth that I defire befides
tiee.” DBut,

Sccondly. LET us attend to the nature of celebra-
ing the divine judgments. For the Plalmiit {ays:
will fing of mercy and judgment, unto thee, O God,
will T fing.” What is the import of celebrating the
judgments of heaven ? Is it our duty to love the judg-
ments of God for their own fake ? Does God rcquire
us to ke thankful for famine, war, peftilence, death
and other evils independently of any advantage ob-
tained or intended by them ? No : my auditors, Goa
does not. For good and evil are very diverfe from

“ other and muflt not be confounded. That which

15
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is in its nature good, muft be prized for its own fake;
but that which is evil muit be prized only, for the {ake
of fome other objeét. God takes pleafure neither in
natural nor moral cvil for its own fake : and evil would
not exift, fince the univerfe is under God’s fole direc-
tion, if it did not anfwer fome valuable purpofe in the
final courfe of events. We are not called to celebrate
the divine judgments for the fake of their intrinfic
advantage, but for the fake of the advantage which
they are intended to produce. The fact then is this,
when we celebrate the judgments of God we accept
the punifhmeﬁt of our iniquity, and adere him for his
corrective goodnefs and chaftifing juftice. As the pen-
itent, reformed, child cordially approves the difcipline
adminiftered by his father, while in the hands of pain-
ful corredtion, and thanks him for his faithful atten~
tion ; fo we ought to approve the chaftifing hand ot
God, and blefs his name when he vifits us for our {ing
and iniquitics. He, who celebrates the judgments of
- God, approves the difcipline which God adminifters,
becaufe he deferves nothing from the hand of God
but difpleafure. Like Aaron he holds his peace. Like
Job he refignedly fays: ¢ Though he flay me, yet will
[ truft in him.””> Like Fli: ¢ It is the Lord lct him
do as he pleafes.” With David, when prefled with
the moft intolerable reproach, ¢ Let him alonc; and

iet bim curfc ; for the Lord hath bidden him " and

tkn
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ike the {fubmiflive Prophet, his heart harmomf{es with
the righteous difpenfation of heaven; and fays: <« 1
will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauie I have
finned again{t him, until he plead my caufe.” FYor,
though it is ab{olutely impoflible for the moit devout
charafter to love the judgments of Ged for their own
fake, yet all good men love him becaule he glorifies
his juftice by punifbing the wicked. Than accepting
the punifhment of iniquity, there is nothing more
beautiful, MHow pleafing to the grieved parent, while
reduced to the painful alternative of corre&ing his {on,
to find him {ubmiffive, and to hear him f{ay, ¢ Father
1 have done foolithly and wiekedly, and deferve much
more than I {uffer. The corretion is painful: but
not {evere, becaufe adminiftered by the juflt and equal
hand of the beft of parents. 1 heartily approve your
difpleafure, and do not defire any abatement incon.-
{iftent with parental honour and the beft intereft of
the family.  Thus the penitent, returning, prodigal
telt, who was graciounily prepared to meet the melting
embraces and protecting arms of his forgiving father ;
and thus all other penitents feel while the fubje&s of
the judgments and chaftifements of the Lord. The
hearts of thofe who celebrate the divine judgments, ap-
prove the manifeftation of the divine difpleafure againit
fin.  They adore God while lying under the weight

ot his difpleafure in the furnace of afflition. Though

they



- DISCOURSE. ig

they take no complacency in pain, yet they approve
¢&od’s juftice; and thofe only, we prefume, will heart-
ily oppofe the do&trine of celebrating the divine judg-
ments, who cannot retain their dangerous and crim-
inal quietude, but by rejefting the truth. ¥or it cor-
refponds and harmonizes with one of the firft maxims
of reafon and the whole tenour of infpiration. But,
of fome of you, mxy hearers, I mnuit hope better things,
and thihgs which accompany {alvation. For, does
not your expertence this day teach you that 1t is as
caly to celebrate the divine judgments as to celebrate
the divine mercy ¢ Blefled are thofe who love the per-
fections of Gad : Tor God is love, and all the difplays
which he makes of his perfetions in creation and pro-
vidence, in the falvation and even in the deltrudtion
of men, are bat the perfect expreflions of the infinitz -
excellence of the divine nature.

BuT it is needlefs to add any thing farther on the
nature of celebrating the divine judgments : For
though God does not require us to rejoice in the view
of evil, yet the perfeftion of the divine government
is not more manifeft, than this, that it is matter ot
joy that God brings good out of evil and light out of
darknefs. Evilin itfelf confidered, is matter of mourn-
ing ; but good effetted by it is matter of joy : And
when we mourn, as though we mourned not, and re-

joice, as though we rejoiced not, and ufz the world,
hoth
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both in times of proiperity and adverfity,as not abufing
it, we thall acceptably celebrate both the mercies and

judgments of God. For the Lord i1s righteous in'all his
ways, and holy in all his works : and requires anf-

werable exercifes of heart.

IMPROVEMENT.

iT is evident from the mnature of celebrating the
“mercles and judgments of God that thé employment
of this day is peculiarly {fclemn and interefting. For
the courfe of the year has prefented the moft diftin-
cuilhed mercies and judgments. No year, fince the
American revolution, has been {o deeply marlked with

sercies and judgments. We have been threatened

by the divine difpleafurc in-{feveral refpects. "The rain

of our land was withholden when the fruits of the
earth in fome places greatly necded it. The heat of
the {fummer was intenfe, and protracted, while but

few rains and refrefhing fhowers were experienced ;

And what was the confequence, but that parched,
thirfty, ftate of the earth, and that drooping ftate of
vegetables, which was {fo manifeit in this and different
‘parts of the union.  Other confequences of the dry
and ardent fummer will be noticed in the fequel. The
heavensoverourhecadswereas brafs,the earth undcr our
feet as iron andthe rain of our land as powder and duft,
and the face of nature was gloomy and languid. What

wWas
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‘was this courfe of things, but the judgmént of God?
For he dircés the clouds and gOVerns the feafons.
Drought and faminé and other judgments are his in-
ftruments to punifh the wicked, and they go and come
at his command. But, notxvlthﬂandmg the agloomy
afpelt of Providence which attended this and other
parts of the union durmﬁ* thé¢ courfe of the fuminer,
God has yet fo mercifully ordercd the feafon, that we
are amply fupplied with the bounties of the carth.
Neither froft, nor drought, nor blafts, nor deﬁroyin?‘
infc&s have dcpi*ivcd the Farmer of a needful harveft.
s far, thcrcfor....., as we arc dependant on the proc‘* o
tions of the earth, we are this day called to celebra
both the mercies and judgments of God. For the
cup which Prov idence his prc,ﬂ...nfed is mingled with
mercies and afHi&ions. At this folemn ieafon, there-
fore, let us recognize the jhdgmcnts ot God with re-
iignation, and his mercies with gratitude. Yor ive
muft not feparate, in thé exercifes of the day, what
God in the courfe of his providerice has connecéied.
While we alfo récognize the civil and political ftate of
the .country, wé are prefented with conipileuous mer-
cics and judgmerits.  For that Gallic, diforganizing
puifon which has proved more fatal to Farepe than a
thoufand plagucs, has in fbitec of the mofit {overeign
remedics, been very injurious to the irederal Govern-

.l ’ oy A .r] - ¥
ment. ’i‘hougg Lut lately impor red, 1t as adtuaall,

¥
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{cized fome of our towns, counties, diftricts, and ' event

Congrels 1tfelf 5 and {trangely deranged thc minds and

}

bewitchad the hearts of many Americans-: For, the
fibjects of £ the infection refufe information, court dif-
order, defpifc government,ipeals evil of dignities, and
difregard the public intereftr.  Under the influence of
the great nation of public robbers, many of the infat-
tated Americans have been duped to reduce, if pofhble, .
shis thriving contirent, this blooming heritage of
freedom, to a ftate of povertyand intolerable {ervitude.
or, in confequence of thie delufion of Americans, the
trench nave undertaken to manage our clections, and.

#
4

o ciircét cur cabinet. While calculating on the proi-

}

pact of cutting the cords of federal union, they have
not only thaimclully dilregarded thc recent bonds of

amity and allinpcs between the two governments ;
but have impiouily violated the facred iaw of nations,
by capturing our veflels and robbing us of millions
and milllons of dollars.  The {pouations which thefe
frechootors have committed, and the barbarity with
wey have treated our feamen are without a
parcilel in the aanals of time.s  In addition to thefe.
enormitics, thet . nave ope 1}' infulted and rejected our-
melicngers of poace and reconciuation @ and by in-
trizucs and threats,as epporiunity refpectively offered,

f:ave 1o "ﬁourcd hard o induze them to advarce LARGE

A s

L]

aioNEY for the finguiar priviiegs of becoining their

L F

dupes
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dupes and {flaves. But blefied te the Lord of Hoil
tuele French atheiils, thefe hatefv! tyrants, thefe nc:’:':.t-
rious wietches, who have for {cveral years drenched
Europe with blood, and committed greater zbomina.
tions than the Mother of Harlots ker {elf, are not per-
mitted to trample upen the United States.  For, #0¢
diftinguifbed Envoys, who will be honoured according
to their merit, inftead of balely purchaling the ruin of
their country of th ofe voracious monfiers, {iood glo-
rioufly in the gap and made up the national hedge.
Like great rocksin the midit of the raging deep, thev
remained uniformly firm : for neither the gold, nox
fattery, nor beauty, nor ail the terrors of the great
nation, could change their purpofe. While our afuiry
in confequence of the fignal fortitude of #2¢c able mef.
fengers, aflumed a more favourable afpect abroad,
heaven animated the Americans to fupport the vieor.

10

us meafures of the Prefident and Congrefs ; and to
o1ld the proifpect, recalled Wasmimcron irem the
ivweets of retivement, once more, to put on bis armaour
and grafp the {word 1 defonce of his infulted coun.
try. . Language cannot exprefs the obligations con-
ferred by thefe diftinguifhed {miles ol Providence.

The fingular advantage which tiien obtained, notenly
huihed the fears of the pcople, but excceded the {an-
cuine hones of our wifcRulers. For that {eafonable and
vigorous concurrence of the numerous branclies ef

national
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national infiucnce, at once turned the current of ouy
public affairs.  ‘This, O God, give us leave confident-
ly to mark, as the memorable ®ra of American deliv-
ANCe from_thc arm of Gallic infult and'robbery. For
that affslnblage of adv_agtag?s has not only, in a fhort
time, raifed the martial {pirit of the nation, but fur-
nithed {everal {hips of war ; and furnifhed Amcrica
with full refolution to equip a refpeétable navy.* The
vorld now know that we are d_etermined to re-
tain our lands, to protect our trade and navigation,
and to enjoy the comimon advantagcs of the occan.

For

S —— e s ——— AR

* To the honour,of ’\Lwhur) port, the Shi )I\‘IERRIM‘ﬁCIC, loan.
ed to government, wa ratfed oo the q"‘h Tu!}, lavnched 12th
Q&aober, {ailed y:h of D-‘Ltn"her 1 »g8—The whole rime not cx-
ceeding ﬁne months from her kenl Leing laid, till fhe was lU.ll\..
]aunched, rigged, manned and {ailed.

Lift of weffels.in [craice.

GUNS, BUILDING. guns.

Fricate United States 44 Gen. Greene 24
Conftitutton 44 Corneéticut 24
Conflellation 36 Adans o4
Ganges 24 2 at Baltvmore of 18
Delaware. 20 1 at Charlcfton ...,4_
Montezuma 20 1 at Salem 2,
Baltimore 20 2 at Newyork 4_,.‘
G.W '1(111[:0’0: 24 1 ot Philadelpbia 44
Flerald. 13, ® at Norfolk 20
Porttmouth 24 1 a: Poartfimouth 4y
Pinckney 18 1 al Middietown  ge,
Norfolk 316 1 at Warren, R.I. 32
Richmond. 15 1 at-Bofton 26

. Merrtmack 24
Galley Retaliation 14
And eight Revenve Cut-

ters, fome mounting 14
fix pounders.
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For the fails of commerce are already difplayed, and;
not only promife to rcward the merchant and failor
for their exertions, buteven to recompence them for
paft lofies and perils. Ilow different the prefent ai-
pect of things, from that day when the black cloud of
adverfity hung over our heads ? Then being conftrain-
ed to lament the fate of millions and millions of Fu-
ropeans who fell into French hands, we juitly fearcad
the fame fate. For the French are the moft deceitfud,
perfidious, avaricious, cruel and murderous moniters
in the world, FTor the tryth of this, I appeal to Iiol-
land, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, Malta and other
places, which have cxperienced the curfe of Galiic
conqueft and freedom. The inexprciiible fate of En-
rope wc lamented and feared. For the armies of
Irance were victorious.  Their numerous cmiflaric
were fuccefsful in America. Her factious clubs, and
{ecret, intrniguing aflociations were {o influential in
thefe States, that fhe confidently expedted her diplo--
matic {kill would realize the moit ample fuccefs.
Within a few months,France boafted of her influence,
and defpifed our abiiity. Iut bleled be the Lord,
who difappointeth the devices of the crafty, and turnes
the counfel of Gallic ALithophels into feeiifhnefs, the
nerves and finews of the federal government are much

invigorated, and the manly courage and relolution
of thefe States have feafonably revived the drooping

ipiric
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ipirit of llurope, and given a new tone to their gove
ernments and public meafures. They highly applaud
thc independent and decifive meafures of the Ameri-
cans, and intend to check and controul the outrage of
Yrance. For thelc bléﬁings of Providence, let us be
deeply thankful : and let us blefs God for the proipedt,
that the next Congrefs, inftead of being incumbered
with French influence, will vigoroully harmonize 1n
the adoption of thefe meafures which are necefiary for
the permancnt defence and profperity of the country.
Bur let us not forget thofe judgments and mercies
of a different complexion. You at once conclude, that
Ireter to the malignant inflamation which, within a
few months, has hurried fo many thoufands of cu
fellow-citizens to the grave : and alfo to the mercy of
God which protected us, and the people atlarge, fron
the fatal diforder.  The unparalleled dittvefs of the in-
habitants ef Philadelphia and Newyork, I dare not at-
tempt to deleribe. ¥For it exceeds the power of de-
{cription. 1 {hall, therefore, only remark, that though
many of the citizens of DPhiladelphia fled zt the ap-
proach of the diforder, in confequence of paft alarms,
yet, we are informed that 3645 died in the fpace of
torece months. The diforder this year has proved
more mortal than ever before. For the city, wicn
comparatively deititute of inhabitants, to bury morce
than onz thoufand per month, was diftrefling bevond
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the poilibility of conception.  There were, no doubt,
many who died alone, having becen wholly forfaken
from the commencement of their ficknefs. For after
the Hight of {fo many thoufands, the fubjeéts of health,
if diufpoled, had full employment to attend the fick and
bury thc dead. But how many were difabled by un-
feeling hearts, and how many by diftra&ting fear’
Many of the fick and dying were probably entirely
dedtitute of the attendance of either friends or ftran-
gers. Ina word, the aty was filled with diftrefs dur-
ing the operation ot the malady. O Philadelphia, how
hait thou been afflicted ? How halt thou been chaftifed?
How have thy catizens been {eattered and diftrefled ?
And how have they been tumbled promifcuoully from
the cart, not into {ingle nor double graves, but -into
the common pit | Newyork has been afili¢ted in the
{ame manner, 1f rot to the fame dcgree. Other places
of the continent have taftcd the fame cup of God’s
difplealure. Bofton and Posrtfinozth we mult not
{lide over ; for they arc ncighbours. And fhall we
winlk out of ficht the latc 1nltances of the fatal inlo-
mation 1n this town ? The connexions of the departed.
recall the heavy ftrokes of Providence upon their fam-
iiies.  That day of deep aflidlion, {fome of my hear-
2rs cannot forget.  We all had reafon to tremible at
the repeated approach of the miertal infedtion. Dot

blefled be God, in the midd of cur fears, it was check-
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ed and removed. We were _grar:‘iouﬂy fpared, when
evidently exnofed in confeQucncc of the opprefiive and
protracted heat of the feafon. Inftead of being pre-
tented with that difmal hearfe, rapidly pafling from
houfe to houﬁf:, to remove the dead if poflible
before they were cold, God granted us a high ftate of
health. Now, Iafk what {hall be our exercifes on this
folemn cccafion ? Shall we indulge the thought, that
we were {pared becaufe lefs finful than the inhabitants
of Phﬂ.&ule"ll ? God forbid fuch impious prcfump-n
tion. For, even while our fellow-citizens were dying
by thoufands, {fome ot us, you remember, were not
more averic from balls and aflemblies, and exercifes
which {favour of the theatfe, than from occafional faft-
ing and prayer, and the devout exerciies of the fanétu-
ary.  With correfpondent excicitfes of he.rt, let us
then recognize that fignal judgment which we cfca-
ped.  And thall we not be thankful, that we are gra-
cioully {pared, and have tarther ipace for repentance ?
For, the molt extenfive charity will not allow, that we
wore, many of us, prepared to mect the grave.

AT that gloomy feafon, we {olemnized a taft, in con-
fequence of feveral prefiing judgments.  Then we
profeiledly humbled ourfelves before God, and made
our vows ; let us now, thankfully, pay them. Tor,
unlels we arce the fubjedts of unfeigned gratitude and
thev corvefponding cxerciles, we fhall but anger the

Y.ord,
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1.ord, and expofe ourfelves to his burning wrath. The
feaft days of the wicked God will defpife, becaufe they
cat and drink to themfielves and difregard his glory.
In the view, therefore, of the flagrant impeﬁitence
and ingratitude of which we are, many of us, the {fub-
jects, let us this day be deeply humble and penitent :
and for the numerpus mercies of the year, let us be
unfergnedly thankful. In a particular manﬁer, ﬁgéa
the boalted regeneration and illumination of Europe
1s but the vifible darkneis of Atheiim, let us be pe:ur
l_iarhl;,r thankful for the ineftimable blefiings of the goi-
pcl. Yor the goipel is the only anchéy of hope for
fime and eternity. Though there is no evidence of a
reformation among us, let us blefs the Lord for the
ceflufion of his Ipirit upon fome diftant places. For
+he converfion of but one finner {ills heaven itfelf with
inexpreflible joy and delight.  Let us, then, immedi-

-y fﬁ;-‘

wtely comply with our obligations, and prevail with
{od for a reformation, which will afford opportunity
to celebrate thankfeiving for a glorious victory over
the adverfary of Chrift’s kingdom.

To conclude—Since our ifeats will {oon be wacant,
like thofe of our departed friends who were with us
{aft thankfgiving ; and fince the days of mourning for

.5 alfo, will foon be paft, let us without delay embrace

cvery branch of duty, and thankfully improve the
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bountiés of Providence with which our tables are rich-
Iy furnifhed.

My youthful hearers, it is hoped, will remember
that the Beneficent Author of our bleflings forbids
vanity and folly ; and will'aceept no exercifes whicly
are deéftitute of cordidl g‘rﬁtit’ude' and dbed—if;nce; L.t
then the fublime pleafures of gratitude’; the i'mportance-’
of religious example to others, and the honour of God,;
deeply influence your hearts to {pend the day accord-
ing to the fpirit of the divine command. For life is
fhort, but duration, beyond the grave, whether happy
or miferable, is abfolutely éndlefs.

AMEN.



