BY lleS EXCELLENCY
JOHN COTTON SMITH. ESQUIRE,

Governour and Commander in Chief in and over the State of Conneeticut.

A PROCLAMATION.

WITEREAS it is the duty of a People. al staled seasons, publicly to testify their gralilude to ALMIGHTY
Gobp for his unmerited favours conferred upon them, and to unite in humble supplications to their
Grorious BENEFACTOR, that He would mercifilly continue to them the hounties of His Providence,
and envrich them with the blessings of His Grace,

I HAVE thereforc thought

roper, by and with the advice of the Council, and at the desire of the House of Represcntatives,

to appoint, and I do hcri appoint THURsSDAY, the thirtieth day of NoveEMBER NEXT, to be observed as a day of public
FHANKSGIVING AND PRAYER fhroughout this State. And I do earnestly request ministers and people of all denominations to
convene on that day in their sev laces of religious worship: that in our solemn assemblics we may gratefully recognize
the numcrous mercies of our He Father ; particularly that we praisc Him for His grcat goodness in closing the scencs
of war and desolation, and in res g Peace to our country, with its attcndant blessings ;—and although, during the past year,
Dcath has remoeved many of our friends, and has dcprived t;f ommonwcalth of one of its firmest supports, and notwithstand-
ing we have felt'in a degree the awful visitations of the Most 5& in the tempests which have spread destruction in some of our
sister Statcs, yet Ict us bless God that the lives of His pcople ggncrally have becn precious in lis sight, and that by “giving
them fruitful scasons, and filling their hearts with food and gladpess,” they are enabled to “ cnter His gates with thanksgiving,
and Ilis courts with praisc ;”’—that we adore him for the enjoyment of a free and equal government, for the instituted means
of religious and litcrary instruction, for the genceral diffusion of knowledge amongst our citizens, and for the sobricty and good
order which have eminently prevailed—But above all, that we magnify His Holy Name for the Gospel of peace, the hopes of
futurc blessedness through a Glorious Redeemer, and for the animating prospect of extending these blessings to the whole
human race.
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And with our thank-offerings let us mingic our fervent prayers to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe, that He would lift
upon all men the light of His countenance, and show them the way of His salvation ;—that it would please him to bless this
nation, and guide its ¢onstituted duthorities to such measures ad shall promote and cstablish the Union of the States and the
prosperity of the People j—especially that it would please Him to continuc His loving kindness to this State, and to graciously
smile upon the several branches of its guvernment, upon its institutions of religion, its college, academies and schools, and
upon cvery cffort to advance the interest and happiness of the present, and of succeeding gencrations ;—that the God of our
athers would impress us with a deep sense of the great deliverances He has wrought for us, of the distinguished privileges we
e permitted to enjoy, and of our solemn obligations to love and reverence the Infinite Author of all thesc mercies ;—that He
would remove far from us whatever would embitter our social comforts, dispose us under the influcnces of His Holy Spirit to
live us brethren in the faithful discharge of our duty to God and our fallow men, and qualify us, by the various dispensations
of His Providence and Grace, to become the happy subjects of a Kingdom that shall never end.

All servile labour and vain recrcation on said day are by law fosbidden.

Given under my hand at the Council Chamber in New-Haven, the twenty-fourth day of October, in the year of our
Lord one thousand eight huncred and fificen, and of the Independence of th: United Siates the fortieth.

JOHN COTTON SMITH.
By His Excellency’s Command, L

THOMAS DAY, Sesretasy.
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