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ELECTION SERMON,

2 Samuel, xx11. 3.

HE THAT RULETH OVER MEN MUST BE

JUST, RULING IN THE FEAR OF GOD.

of religion is thc moft honorable and ufeful.

It comprifes all the virtues that recommend
man to the peculiar notice of his Maker, render
him an ornament to fociety, make him happy in a
ftate of focial connellion in the prefent world, and
glorious in immortality. |

a‘ CHARACTER formed upon the principles

Sucu a charalter was David, The anointed of the
God of Facob : and he infifts upon the indifpenfable
neceffity of it in thofc who rule over men. Nordoes
he offer merely his own private opinion refpeéting
this important fubjed, for the Spirit of the Lorp
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was with him—Thke Go» (f Ifrecel fard, the Rock of

livael fpake to me, HE THAT RULETH OVER MEN
AMU-T BE JUST, RULING 1N THE FEAR OF Gob.

THae royal Prophet here points out, 1n a very brief
and comprehenlive manner, the duty, and the ne-
ceflary quahfications of a civil ruler.  Thefe words
ougzht to be engraven in the heart of every ruler,
and in the heart of everv perfon in the choice of
rulers ; for while they diret the latter to whom they

ought to give their fuffrages, they point out to the
former the charatter which they fheuld poflefs.

1t is both pertinent and laudable, and mutft be
confidered fo, by all good men, to enter on the pub-
lic bulinefs of legiflation, by the prefentment of the
rulers and officers of Government before the Lorbp
in his facred courts, to hear the words of his law, and
to fupplicate his prefence and aid. We arc happy
that our civil Fathers have confecrated the prefent
time to thefe folemn datics of religion.  The occa-
fion on which we are affembled,and the theme which
I have chofen, will naturally lead me to make fome
remarks on government ; delineate the chara&er of
a good ruler ; exhibit the neceflity of religion in civil
adminiftrations, and its happy effets in fociety.

Mutuat advantage, at firft induced men to form
into focial compa, and produced towns, flatcs and
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empires.  To exift in this focial capaeity, and fecure
life, property and happinefs, it was found neceffary
thatthey fhould have fomeform cf civil government.
It1s the will of Goo, that government fhould exift
among men.  What particular form is no where de-
fignated, but cvery nation has a right to choofe for
itfelf, and adapt it to the views, feelings and circam-
ftances of the people. One form may be beft for sne
nation, and a different, for another. That form is
beft, which moft effeQaally fecures theirrights and
rational hberties.

To the due adminiftration of juftice it is neceflary
that {ome fhould be clothed with authority ; without
this, they will not be able to regulate the affairs of
ftate, and fecure the good and peaceable, from the
wanton abufe of the wicked and licentious. Their
power, it is true, they derive from the pcople, but
when they have invefted them with authority they
fhould pay due fubmiflion to, and place confidence
in them.

A race of rational beings, not coineéted by the
parental or filial tie,not depraved,but p rfeétly inno-
cent, it is probable would fal! into fome kind of pohi-
ty or civil conneftion. By forming in:» fociety the
colle@ed gifts and graces of all would become the
property and emolument of all ; but without focial
connelion, they would be the property and profit




& ELECT!ON SERMON.

only of the perfon polletling them, and cculd not
benefit the whole. Socicty cannot be formed,or {ub-
ft, without certain regulations, or conftitutional of-
tablithments.  Such a race of beings, as we before
mentioned. could find no difhculty 1a forming iato
union, and corflituiing the focial tie.  If their pow-
ers and capacities were different, realon would plain-
ly lead the fuperior :o the head, and the infzrior to
their refpetive places of {ubordination in the body.
Or.if in regard to powers and capacities, 21l were on
a par,then all would equally govern,and be equally
fubje@®. The good Angels arc reprefented as having
a2 kind of conne&ion and order among them. The
facred books fpeak of Principalitics and Powers,
Thrones and Dominions ; atd the fuperienty figni-
fied by this neceflanly fuppofes conucfiion and fub-
ordination. But be it as it may 2mang good and
holy beings,yet obvioufly among beings fo deeply
depraved and felfith as man, government is in-
difpenfably neceifary. Without government, it
would be impoflible to live in fuch a1 worid a2 ours.
A ftate of anarchy, withent law and govecament,
would be a ftatc of complete wretchiednels.—
Such ar- tiie fierce and favage lufts of men, that pro-
perty ans |ife would conftantly hang on uncertainty.
Thefraci:i- nation fonnd themielves in a moft cal-
amitous flaic  wivn 'rere was 1:0 Government au-

« e -
St

thoritatively eft liacd amen s them, and every one
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g:s without controut waat was rigat in his ywn eyes.
The Coo of natu « his pointed out the propriety of
el government, i he conflitution of families, and
given afpeaimen <’ itin parendal authority and filial
fubjethien; thus «oiy exeepied. that all men are
horn free and fland cn a par: o that all rightful
_~verning mufl <:roe frem the governed and have

*pundation ir ¢ nen confent and agreement,
Neceifity earfy led racn to fevm themicives into fo-
cial bodies, and ~rabyim e fotial tie &v certain
law: 1nd regulatice: . iruisilly agresd on and com-

mitred to fomz ane & *more of the body.

in order to goverrraent, relers are peceflary ; and
o 2 happy admini{t¢ition @ /2 requifite that they an-
twer the chavafe: (- *he t272 : Sume delincation of
which was ¢th.c ners t.'ag we propofed.

He TRAT XTUroM G7ER MEN MUST BZ JUST,
LG IN TFE A% v Gop.  He muft be juft
n ol vis dealings ‘rithe o orcife of the powers with
etizh he is invefld, adnuniftering juftice without
7 niality, Thz westi of Gop teaches the necef-
fary quali;‘i@’f*’.‘d ol 4 good ruler. To this he will
29k for in&r:Q s in his duty.  Here he will find
o model, um which hvis charaller fhould be formed;
aad mles rzizing to his whole condu&. It teaches
aam te eryurence Gor as the Supreme Ruler of na-

vons, Yis dependenee on Him for light and direltion,
3
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and his accountablenefs to Him for all his a&ions :
and this will have a happy influence on his condu@
and excite him to fidelity. It unfolds a glorious im-
mortality, through Jesus Curist, to thofe who are
fai hful to Gop in the truft committed to them, and
1uprove their talents aright : by which gloiious
Lope the pious ruler is animated in his laborious un-
deridking.

It humbles the pride of th= human hear:, teaches
that falvation is only through the grace that is in
Jescs, and lays proftrate the hope of man from any
diﬂinguilhed ment in himfelf; which muft tend to
infpire the chriftian ruler with an amiable humility,
while raifed to a feat of honor; prevent his exalting
himfelf above his Brethren, and lording it over Gobn's
heritage. It teaches the motives,by which they are
to be influenced in all their deliberations -and de-
crees. Influenced by fuch a religion, the Ruler will
confult the good of the community,and will always
live in the affe&ions of a grateful people. He will
have a2 humble dependence on Cob for wifdom to
condu& him. He will fee his need of divine affift-
ance, and be modeft and unafluming. He will not
croud himfelf into public notice by artifice, but wait
until he is called by the voluntary fuffrages of the
people. Thefe, who are beft qualified to nule, will
be leaft fulicitous to obtain an office. A fenfe of
the importance of a public truft, and of having the
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weight of public affairs devolve on thom forbids their
afpiring to rule.  Perfuaded that the moft refined
enjovinents are to be found in the walks of domeflic
retirement, they will quit them for an clevated fla-
tion, only when called by the united voice of their
brethren, and conftrained by a fenfe of duty. There
:< no greater evidence of a perfon’s unfitnefs for pub-
lic truft than his fecking it by promoting fation.
Yrue menit dees not feck public notice,and it reluc-
tantly enters the fieid of a&tion. The good ruler
will therefore engage in public life, not to gratify his
own ambition, confult his own eafe, or obtain the
applayfc of men ; but from a fenfe of duty.

Wuex clothed with autherity, he will be con-
cerned that his adminiftrations be confiftent with the
will of Gop, and promotive of the public good. He
governs for the whole, and confults the advantage
of fociety. No perfonal or partial confiderations
will influence him to turn afide from duty. Awed
by the fear of Gop, and a [eiife of his accountable-
nefs, he purfues a ficady courfe, nor is influenced by
the adulations of fricnds or the clamours of pretend-
ed patriots. He will always make it his endeavour
to cna&t wife and falutary laws, which are effential
to preferve the peace and order of {uciety. Much
wif{dom and integrity are neceffary to dirc@ the rul.
cr in framing fuch laws,and to preferve himn from the
baleful influcnce of felfith and party motives, While
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the unjuft aims to eftablifh fuch laws as will beft
promote his own felfith ends, the juft will confult
the good of his conftituents. The ruler of this cha-
raler will look, not merely to the emolument of in-
dividuals, but he will feek the beft good of the whole
circle : like the parent of 2 numerous offspring, he
has a tender regard for every member, feels intereft-
ed in their united profpenty, and will not facrifice
the peace of the family, ta gratify the capricious
humours of a few.

A ruirzr of this defcription will not only enal
Jaws which are founded on the principles of juftice;
but will take care that they be faithfully executed.
The wifelt and beft code of laws will be of advan-
tage to a community, only fo far as they are ac-
companied with a faithful execution. He will not
only obey the laws himfelf, and recommend fuch
obedience to others, by his own example ; but will
ufe the power, with which he is vefted, to eaforce
obedience from the unruly. He will be a terror to
thofe who do evil, and while he punithes the guilty,
he will praife and encourage thofe who do well.
Firm in the caufe of truth and righteoufnefs, not
over-awed by popular clamour, he will fteadily pur-
fue the diQates of confcience, knowing he has a
Mafter in Heaven, to whom he muft give an account.
He will not facrifice truth and juflice, though it if-
fue in popular odium, and difmiffion from public
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fervice. He will not pufillanimoufly fhrink from
duty, becaufe it is attended with difficulty and op-
pohtion; but courageoufly fiem the torrent, until,
over-borne by its impetuofity, he is compelled to
recede from danger. Influenced in all his proceed-
ings, by the fear of Gop, he will be more power-
fully prompted to a courfe of reQitude, than by all
the adulations or cenfures of men.

How contemptible muft be that ruler, who hasno
opinion of his own, but is blown about by every
gale of temptation, and complies with the caprices
of evil and defigning men! Firmnefs and ftability
are very eflential qualities in a good ruler. But,
let his talents and abilities be ever fo great, and his
political acquirements ever fo confpicuous, he will
be but poorly qualified for a flation of eminence,
who has no reverence for Gop, and regard for his
religion. His honefty and integrity muft be doubt-
ed. It isto be feared he would.negle& the inter-
eft of thofe, whofe profperity he fhould feck, and
{port with the liberties of the people.

Mg~ devoid of every principle of religion, un.
awed by the fear of Gop, and unreftrained by his
commands, cannot realonably expeél to be entrufi-
ed with the lives and liberties of the people; nor that
they will countenance their vices. They cannot put
confidence in them ; for there is, there indeed can
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be no reafon to think, that they will regard men,
who have nu fear of Gop before their eyes. Itis
therefore neceflary that the fear of Goo be fixed in
the heart of him, who rules over men, and that he be
influenced by it in all his condu@.

Ruizrs fhould not only be concerned that their
adminiftrations be good, but muft themfelves obey
thofe laws, which they enjoin on others. If the mak-
ers of the laws be the firft to break them, they have
every reafon to expect that many will follow their

example.

~ Ruieas arc fet for an example to the people.—
They are to reprove thofe who violate the laws, and
encourage thoic who keep them, by exhibiting a
pattern for the:r imitation, not only in civil, but d:-
vine precepts; and, in this way, be nurfing Fathers
to the Church. Thc cxample of thofc,who are cle-
vated to office, will always, in a greater or lefs de-
gree, influence fociety. The people look to them,
and form their manners, their drefs and behaviour ;
alfo their fentiments and pra&ice, in a political and
a religious view. The body of the people, general-
ly, receive their moral and political comple&ion
from thofe,who are in cminent ftations. The rulers
of Ifrael formed the manners of the nation. When
they were wicked and corrupt, gencral wickednefs




RLECTION SERMCN. 16

and idolatry prevaitled.  Thus, ia the ime of our
Saviour, when the prejudiees of the people run high,
they cnquired, whether, Any of the Rulers of the peo-
pl¢ belicved en him ; intimating, thac the condu@ of
their rulers, would influence their minds to receive,

or rcjefl the Mefhiah.

Sa it has been, in fome fenfe, with other nations,
and fo it is with our own. It is natural to look to
thofe of fupcrior wifdom and eminence, for example.
And though fome, from perverfenefs of nature, be-
ing loft to all fenfe of honor and fhame, may tctally
difregard their good example, and others, awed by
the fear of Gop, may altogether avoid their corrup- -
tions ; yet the general body of the people are more
or lefs inluerced by them to good or evil.

Lt is of high importance, therefore, that rulers be
men of virtue; and that they reverence religion
and its inftitutions. It isin their pov-er to do much
good, or evil : the prefent profperity, and the ever-
lafting welfare of multitudes may much depend on
their condu&.

1 rroceen to the laft thing propofed ; which was
to exhibit the neceffity of religion in civil adminif-
trations, and its happy effe@s in fociety.
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Rziic1oN is necefary to the happinefs of fociety ;
and without it, civil government cannot fubf(ift.—
Man is endow=d by his great author with focial fa-
culties ; but fo great is his depravity, that felfithnefs
predominates in his h=art, and he has lufts and paf-
fions, which, if under no controul, would £ll the
world with vice, and its attendant mifery. The fa-
culties, by which he is raifed in the fcale of being,
make him more fubtle in planning, and aflift him in
effe@ing his wicked and deftru@ive purpoles. 1If
the :aind be imprefled with no idea of aGop, every
obje& of purfuit may be contemplated with a fu-
preme regard; and the felfith would gain a compleat
afcendency over the benevolent sffeCtions.

Tae aids of religious principles, in union with the
powers and faculties natural to man, are infufficient
to reftrain his irregular and mifchievous paffions ;
and the latter without the former muft be much
more fo.

Tuzx light of nature indeed teaches the exiftence
of a Gop, and an all-wife and glorious providence,
when her di@ates are fuitably attendedto; and
when they are not, and men boaft themfelves as men
of reafon, and through fophiftry and ridicule attempt
to fubvert religion in the hearts of men, the “ Age
of r:afon” becomes an age of more than Egyptian
darknefs,
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To guard men againft the lufts and furious paf-
fions of each other, civil eflabhifhments, always

known to be infufficient, have been conne@ed with,
or have had recourfe to the aids of religion.

WuaT could be the origin of fociety without this
conne&ing bond ? And in focicties formed, nothing
can {o powerfully induce the ruler to a wife admiu-
iftration of government, and a faithful difcharge
of all the duties of his office, or {o enfure the cbed:-
ence of fubjefls.

A rurea cannot be fuppofed to lofe the feelings
of the man by an elevation to office; he has the fame
paffions to govern, and lufts to conquer; and the
government and vi€ory of thefe, is rendered more
difficult, by the vemptations which are encreafcd,
and the opportunitics for gratifying them, which are
multiplied, by the fituation in which he is placed.
There are many, perhaps, whofe condu&t is inoffen-
five in the flations of private life, who, if they {fwayed
a {ceptre, would become Neroes.  But, how much
focver warmed with true patriotifm the hearts of civil
rulers may be,they cannot calculate upon the intereft
of their fubje@s, in the righteous adminiftration of
their legal power. With refpeft to fecret crimes,
and crimes where numbers and power are enlifted
on the fide of the tran{greflors, cocrcion will be weak,
and goverament of no avail. Set afide the influence

of religious principle, and the members of the com-
c
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munity could have 120 ground for rational truft and
confidence in cach other. No oath could be ad-
miniftered in fuch a fociety ; they would live each
moment in a flate of alarm ; government would lofe
all its energy ; fociety would be full of diforder,
confufion and every evil work; the voice of joy

would not be heard ; the name of happinefs would
no: be known ; and being itfclf would be a curfe.

I¢ the being and attributes of the Moft High, an
all-wife, powerful and holy providence, and the re-
tnbutions of eternity are acknowledged, the flate of
things is furprifingly altered for the better. Rulers
may cxercife the powers with which they are inveft-
ed,aad the people, whom they gorern,will obey their
laws, and fecl that their guardian care is a fource of
mutual happinefs to the fociety of which they are
members. '

Tuoss who are cordially difpofcd to lcad Guiet
and holy lives, cannot fail to rcalize, that they, their
intereft and happinefs, are rendered as (afe, as this
flate, and the exifling circumftances with whichthey
are furrounded, can poflibly make them. And, on
the other hand, men of bad hearts and evil difpofi-
tions will not be able to run into thofe excefles, to
which their unbridled lufts would lead them, with-
out counteractiny the dictates of confcience ; burft-
ing afunder the ftrongeft bands of fociety, and haz-
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arding, or giving up life, property, and all that 1s
worth living for.

Tue facred books teach us the being and attn-
butes of Gop. They exhibit his Majefty, his Holi-
nefs, his Juflice, his Goodnefs, his Mercy, and his
Truth: His Omniprefence, his Spirituality, his Om-
nifcience his Supreme and unlimited Dsminion ; his
readinefs to pardon, and hisidetermination to reward
the rightcous,and punith the wicked and impenitent.

Tacv alfo bring us acquainted with our nature,
flate and circamflances ; with our mifery and the
mode of our cure ; they point out our duty in every
fituation, in cvery relation, and in all the circum-
ftances of human life ; they encourage our rationa!
hopes, and animate us by the moft fublime motives.

AL other things, which are deemed neceflary to
our peace, in the connefted and focial ftate, will not
avail without this. No natural prmcxpl«x nor the
beft forms of government, will be fufficient without
the condu&ing guidance, and powerful energy of re-
ligion. This clearly fhews, that the civil ruler isto
be confidered as Gop'’s minifter, and, that the {ub.-
je@ ought to yicld obedience to geod and falutary
laws, not only for wrath, but for confcience fake.

Tax beauty of the Chriftian {yflem is exhxbntcd
and its advantages to conne@ed minds, in many and
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various refpels. It punfiesthe heart and amends
the life. It rcfines, ennobles and cxalts the affec-
tions. When the civil order is broken in upon by
the licentious and diforderly part of fociety, when
men of weak heads and difhoneft hearts ofhcioufly
attempt to guidc the affairs of Statc,and to amraign,
at their bar, the well tried and chofen patriots of the
commonwcalth, our rcligion commands them ta
ftudy the things which makc for peace, to fubmat to
good government as the ordinance of Gop, and to
obey magiftrates as his minifters to them for good.
It enjoins patriotilm asa common duty; and
whatfoever we woyld that others fhould do unto us
that we do the fame to them—and extend a gener.
ous benevolence to the whole race of man.

Tre malevolent paffions and corrupt feelings of
dcpraved nature, if unreflrained, would predomi-
nate over the better principles, the focial and hu-
mane difpofitions of man ; and involve focicty, in
calamities, too many to enumcrate, and too horrible
to think upon.

The religion of Jesus re@ifics the foil of the heart;
eradicates thofe evil dilpofitions which have been
cultured chere ; plucks up every plant which his good
hand hath not planted ; rcftrains the paffions, by
bringing them under its happy dominion; and fills
fucicty with tranquility and order.
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It cultivates in the minds of men, the pureft and
the fublimeft principles of virtue. It reclaims them
from all thofe paths of iniqity, in which, through
the folicitations of the wicked, and the allurements
of falfe honor and worldly plcafure, they may have
wandered ; and makes them good men, and ufeful
members of the community. It fccures and pro-
motes the intcrefts of government and the profpernity
of its fubje@s. It dire@s rulers and people to the
duties,which are pecualiar to their refpe@ive places ;
and by fettiag before them the moft glorious motives,
fweetly conftrains and allures to the difcharge of
them. It promotes peace ; it breathes benevolence ;
it cherithes the kind and focial affeQions, and re@i-
fics the morals of mankind. It prohibits every thing
that is injurious to our happinefs, or the intercfts of
thofle who are aboytus. 1Vhen all the members of
a community are under its influence, and condu&
agrecably to its requircments, they form the moft
beautiful and happy fociety : the voice of pro-
fanenefs, fraud and licentioufnefs will not be
heard in the ftreets; inigunity will ftop its mouth
and virtue triumph. Society is happy in pro-
portion as rcligion flounfhes. But religion has fome-
thing nobler in its view and tendency than the civil
governments of the world; it looks forward into eter-
nity; yct itis as friendly tothe happinefs of men, in
the prefent flate, as if it embraced no other objeét.
It is a difhonorablc idca of religion, and degrading
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to its author that fome entertain—an dea that reli-
gionis a fubflituteto civil government, and lov<s no
farither than the prefent flate.

Wis have no reafon to think, fromn any thing we
can find in the facred books, tkat our bleiffed Loxbp
defigned to intermeddic with, or, in any refpels,
change the aivil eftablilhments of wmankind. His
kingdom, he exprefsly tells us, is ro: of this aorld.
He fuffered Princes and Potentates to remain where
they were ; and left men to decide all matters of
controver{y with re{pe& to them, by the prinaples
of reafon and their civil laws or forms of government.
He inculcated leffons of obedience to them ; and
wrought a miracle to pay tribute, when he knew that
he fhould have been excufed.

Tax rehigion of Jesus is replete with the wifeft
maxims of civil polity, and inculcates them by the
moft inviting rewards,and the moR dreadful puwsith-
ments. To fecure the favor of the Moft High is to
render to fociety the moft eflent:al advantage. They
who rule for Gop, who prote@ his Church, who are
animated by his religion,and exemplify in their pcb-
lic adminiftrationt,and in the private walks of domef-
tic retirement, all the virtues of the Chritian, and
they only, can govern with fafety to themfelves, and
advantage to their conftituents. They will mutual-
ly fhare wich the people the bleflings which they
diffufe. Under their wife councils and detengina-'
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nens reficien wall fisounfh.  This wiil make them
koncrable and reipediablie to themfelves: It will
cncircie thera wish 2 glory,which the breath of mor-
als wail nat be able to take away ; and raifc them to
feats of immonal honor.

Civiv rulers asc the guardians of the peeple ;
they wiil not feparate the public weal from their
owm private happinels, o7 feel fatished wxth their
izbors, ualels they arc direQed to thz advantage of
the commumity. They will derive the higheft plea-
fore in the adminiflravions, which fecars to thofe
dnder ki chazge sheir rights and Liberties, civil
and facred.

Rriras, who uje iheir inflacnce to fet 1fde the
maxirs of goipel morality and piety forega the im-
portant and numcrous advautages, which might ac-
crue to themfelves from the b ppy difpofition of
fubjeQs, governed by the purell notives, and trained
to ihe moft virtuous condr 7. 1¥.ociety were fors-
ed upon the laws of religion, its members wouid
“wchfully render to 6l thar ducs ; cheerfully obey
trur governors in the properand righiful excrcifz of

v zuthority ; and in this way fircavoully and con.

.z ly endeavour to promote the bappinefs of each
31 er, and of the body politic,  But if rulers are fo
m_olitic and wicked, as, by their example or influ-
. 3¢ to banith religion, they may .afonably expe
v e peog le to whom they give laws will treat

= — o ———— "‘immW
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them with no more scipe@ than they treat k< Sove
rcignRuler; and that they will endeavour, s T 2s
they are able, to difregard their authority,and cv.iz
or vivlate their commands.

Tue focial intereft is a vain and wild fancy with-
out religion. Let religion, and the virtues which i
inculcates be banithed, and the bafes of public order
and privatetranquility are at cace fubverted ; the hu-
man chara@er lofes its dignity ; a. d has nothing to
recommend it above the herd of the ferefl.

Norninc canleffen the bzauty,obfcure the bright-
ncfs, or tarnifh the glory of that morality, whick the
gofpel inculcates.  To conform to this, he who 1s
called to the arduous duty of ruling over MEN musT
RE JUST, RCLING IN THE rEAR OF Gop.  Parents
muft be wifely tender and indulgent towards
their children, and children muft be obedient
to their parents. Mafters muft be gentle, and fer-
vants diiigent. Minifters muft be watchful, and the
people to whom they minifter muft take heed how
they rcceive and hear, and hold faft and repent. It
teaches all,in whatfoever ftate we are, to Le content,
to be grateful for every enjoyment, and fubmiffive
under all the {orrows of human lifes to give our
hearts to him who hath made, f{uftained, and re-
deemed us; and keep ourfelves unfpotted from the
world,
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Ir the laws of religion be vicwed in their fpiritu-
ality, extent, and tendsncy, rcalfon and equity
will be found their bafis. And, if he, who is raited
to the feat of power, pays no rejard to this morali-
ty, he has acquired only a fancied clevation, a for-
ry pre-cmninence above his brethren.  But he, who
is fincere and diligent in his eudcavours fa:thfully
to difcharge the duties of his ftation, hath an honor,
which enmity and malevolence,with all their poifon,
will nut be able to blacken.

In the focial and public, as well as private life,
there is an infeparable connexion between holinefs
and happine(s ; between fin and mifery. From the
attributes of the Moft High and mercifu} Rulcr, the
common dealings of his Providencc, and the declar-
ations of his holy word, we may conclude, that he
will blefs, defend and encrealc a virtuous nation,
and will leave thofe,who are wicked to fufler the fatal
conlequences of their own wickednefs. The hiftory
of the world is full of examples, that in proportion
as public virtuc,and an attention to the duties of re-
ligion bave cncreafed or diminithed ; fo the wealth,
credit and powers of all ftates and empires have
flourifhed ordecayed. Rightcoufnefs exalteth a nation,
but fin is a reproach to any people.  Rulers, therefore,
who are the minifters of Gob, are in duty bound to

lend their aid to promote religion.
D
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Ir fuch as we have dcfciibed be the charafler of
the good Rulcr, and fuch the happy conlequences
of his adminifirations ; it is %ighly important that
none but men of this defeription be invefted with
authonty.

Tue duty,the intereft and happinefs of a free peo-
ple require,that they examine the charalters of thofe,
who are propofed as candidates for places of public
truft. Itis important that they revere the laws of
religion ; that its fublime principles influcnce their
hearts,and its pure morals be exhibited in their lives.
The wicked and profligate,who ridicule or difbelieve
the religion of the Bible, who fpeak di(refpe&Qfully
of its facred truths, cannot {afely be entrufted with
th: liberties of the people : they may greatly op-
prefs them, wantonly fport with the lives of their
fubjeQs, unjuftly wreR from them the property,
which they have earned by their honeft and induf-

trious labors, and riot upon the fpoils of their hap-
pinefs.

Ounr fubje teaches not only the importance
of good rulers, but the duty and ncceflity of treating
‘them with refpe& and fubmiffion. They feadily
purfue the peace and profperity of their country ;
cncourage a regard for the precepts of religion,which
have the beft influcnce on its happinefs, and enforce
them by a correfponding example. Such rulers arc
entitled to refpe@ from the pcople.
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At unauthonzed focicties,formed to prevent the
exccution of the laws and fubvert government, are
not only injurious to the interefts of the communi.
ty, but contrary to the laws of religion.

Tuere ever have been unprincipled men, who
were impaticnt under the reftraints of government,
who have fought their own private emolument at
the expence of the happinefs of their country. When
fuch men have the addrefs to procure an ele@ion to
office, they never fail to excite a faltious and tur-
bulent fpirit. When the wicked bear rule the people
mours. The fufpicions and jealoufies of reftlefs and
uneafy fpirits always endanger the peace andwelfare
of a pcople.  Rulers fhould be allowed to exercife
their own judgments,in the regulation of all affairs,
which come under their cognizance. People are
not to be unreafonable in their expeQations from
them. They cannot in all matters ple'afc all. They
muft confult the good of the whole, not the'r own
private interefls or the interefts, of a few.

Tue happinefs of a people, under whatever form
of government, depends on a wife adminiftration.—
Under a government in many refpc@s defe@ive, if
itb: well adminiftered, they may be happy. And
the beft and moft perfe@ fyflem, with weak or wick-
ed rulers, cannot fail to make them miferable : but
a good government and adwminiftration will enfure
the moft important and lafting benefits.
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Tuose, who rule in the fear of Goo, will make
it their ftudv, to promote the happinefs of the
people, and approve themlelves to Goo the:r]udgc
They a& under th - notice of his all- fccmg eye. re-
membering that to Him they mufl rendera fin and
impartial account of all their condu&. Happy 1
the people, who have fuch rulers, yea; Hapoy 1s that
geople whofc Gop 15 the Loxb.

T anhappy in addrefling thofe who, I truft feel the
importance of the oblervations which have been
made. I feel a pleafing confidence while,I hope,I
am reprefenting thofe truths which arc agreeable to
this honorable body, and that they will fliive to
have them generally pralifed.

Ovunr civil Fathers, affcmbled this day before the
Logp, have delcrved much of their country, for
theirdecided and firm conduélin the fupport of order.

His Excellency the Governor, the Honorable the
Council, Senate, and Houfe of Reprefentatives have
proved themfelves lovers of their country, its peace
and profperity :  and, we doubt not, will continue
their laudable exertions, and, with unremirting dili-
gence and fidelity, purfue the public good.

Rericion and learning are neceflary to promote
and enfure our beft interefts. They will, therefore,

we truft, do all they can to cncourage religion, and
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be an cxample to the people, by 1ttending on iis in-
ftitutions, and exhibiting its virtues.

Literature and religion ever go hand in hand,
and arc the peft friends to order, liberry and repub-
lican sovernment. The civil Fathers of this State
will, therefore, confider it as their duty, to reach out
the foftering hand, and be nurfing fathers to ourim-
portant and flourithing Univerfity, and to our Acad-
emies and Schools of learning ; that the nfing gene-
ration may be trained in the moral and divine pre-
cepts of our religion, to be pillars and bleflings in
the Church,and fill the various feats of government,
when this honorable legiflature fhall fleep in theduft.

My Fathers and Brethren in the Miniftry can do
much to ftrengthen the hands of the civil rulers, by
teaching and enforcing the holy religion of Jesus,
which inculcates prace, order,and a due fubmflion
to the conflituted authorities of government. Our
profeffion excludes us from aun ative part in the civ-
il and political concerns of ftate. Nor do we wifh
to intermeddle with them,any farther than the inter-
efts of religion require. But the religion we preach
tcaches men to Render to all their ducs ; trikut-, to
whom tridute 3 cuflom, to whom cuflom ; fear, to whom
fear ; and honor, to whom konor.

WE are united with the Rulers of this State in
conduling this people, as Aaron was with Mofes,
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the Jewith lawgiver, in leading the tribes of Ifrael
asaflock. Called to the arduous and important du-
ty of publifhing and enforcing a religion of the {ub-
limeit morality, and moft glorious tendency ; a re-
ligion on which our perfonal, focial, and political
happinefs fo eflentially depends ; let us look to the
feat of mercy, and,with fervent importunity, fuppli-
cate a doubl: portion of Gop’s Holy Spirit to ani-
mate us to a fuitable zeal for his divine honor; to
cnabie us to follow the example of the chief Shep-
herd ; to affe@ our hearts with the religion of which
we are the meflengers to others, that we may fuita-
bly announce the declarations of his facred word; to
blefs our miniftrations with a glorious fuccefs, that
when we have preached to others we may not be caft
away ; but, having turned many to righteoufnefs,
fhine as ftars foreverin thekingdomof ourRedeemer.

We are happy, my fellow-citizens, that we have
a conftitution of our own choice, excellently calcu-
lated to fecure to us our invaluable liberties. Un.
der its operation we have enjoyed much civil happi-
nefs and profperityv. Our rulers are from ourfelves,
and accountable for all their public meafures. Let
the beft mcn for capacity, approved virtue, and at-
tachment to the liberties of their country be appoint-
ed torulc: Let uskecp a reafonable eye on the pub-
lic meafures: But let a fpirit of jealoufy, difcontent
and murmuring againft government be banifhed
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from among us, as unchriftian and unmanly, dan-
gerous to our peace, and provoking to Heaven.

WhHaire many of the European nationsare involv-
ed in all the dcfolating calamities of war ; their fub.-
flance wafted, or wrefted from them by the hand of
violence ; their houfes plundered, and their fields
drenchcd in buman blood ; the peaceful olive {preads
its branches over our favored land,and we fit quict-
ly under our own vines.

W have lately feen the clouds gathering over our
heads, threatening to fubvert our ExcELEENT con-
stitutioN,and deluge our infant and highly favor-
ed Republic. And we dreaded the violence of the
impending florm.  But thefe clouds are diffipated ;
our atmofphere has, at length, almoft regained its
ferenity ; and we_have reafon to rejoice, that the a.
bilities of thofe,who raifed it, werc not able to effe&
their defigns.

Whrat language is fufficient to exprefs the regrot,
which the wife and good have felt at the virulent a-
bufe, which has been poured forth from ambitious,
but difappointed demagogues, againit our beloved
Watkington, the chriftian hero and RRatefman ' A
grateful people will remember his deeds of valour.
his wife and prudent counfels ; rchearfe them to
their children, who will early learn to lifp his praif-
es; and impartial hiftory will hand them down to
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pofterity; while thofe,who have attempted to wound
his rcputation, will be remembered to their reproach,
or buried in everlafing oblivion. Long will
Wafhington hive in our hearts. Long may he con-
tinue to blefs his country ; and may Gobo think up-
on him for geod, according to all that he hath donc for
this people.

Finarry : Let us all remember that this tranfito-
ry world is fubje® to conftant viciffitude, and was
never defigned for our continuing abode. There is
another and better country, where the blefled Jzsus
determines to bring his chofen and peculiar friends.
There order and peace forever reign, in the city of
our Go».

Lzt us all afpire after this heavenly inheritance,
by a conformity of temper and condu@ to the great
pattern of holinefs. Magiftrates, Judges, and peo-
- ple, fear the Lorp, and ferve him with fidelity, re-
membering that you will ere long meet with the af-
fembled univerfe before the judgment feat of Cuaist,
to give an accounthow you have ruled,and obeyed.

In that folemn day, may we all hear from the Su.
preme Ruler and Judge of the Univerfe, WsL1 pons,
GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS; ENTER INTO THR

jox of Your Loro.
AMEN.
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