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O thofe Gentlemen whofe importunity allured away a

copy of the enfuing difcourfe for the prefs, and whofe

aenerofity has defrayed the expence of publication, its au-
thor begs leave to dedicate the performance,

He thinks himfelf favored, indeed, in having men whofe
judgment he reveres---whofe tafte 1s refined, and who are
among the firlt of thofe whofe approbation he 1s ftudious to

enjoy---whole friendfhip he is ambitious to delerve, to pazro-
71 1S reception,
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Thank{giving Difcourfe.

ECCLESIASTES IX. 7th.

GO thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with
a meriy beart—.

¢ HAT I intend.——But does the feripture 1ncul-
| cate my refolution 2---1 could wifh to hear the

liberty explained :---1 fecr 1tis ronical.” It is
not ;~—but the text 1s ferious 1n that which it enjeins.

The other part ¢f the verfe is the reafon upon which the
command 1s founded, for GOD mew accepteth toy sworis @
the meaning of which 15, < He now blefles your cxertions,
He profpers your undertakings, he fucceeds your defigns,
therefore 1mprove his gifts with joy.”  GOD wnow accepreth
thy works cannot be applied in a {piritual fenfe, 1, e. ¢« He
approveth of your perfon, he 1s pleafed with your conduét
as a moral agent ; and {ince you are 1nterefted 1n his love,
and are {ure of heaven you may now take pleafure in worldly
enjoyments ;" at leaft 1t cannot be confined under {o limited
a conftruétion ; but 1t immediately refers to the fmiles of
Gop’s providence, to lus crowning our labors with bis loving
kindnefs. |

In the baok of Ecclefiaftes, mankind are confidered in two
points of light,—as meral agenis, and as rational beings whofe
prefent ftate of exiften-e is fiai/, whofe prefent enjoyments
are tranfitory.---The Preacher gives them diretions with re-
gard to their conduct in both refpects :—how they may fecure
their future peace, and how they muft improve the enjoyments
9f this lite, 1t they would be happy in them : this cannot but

be
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be owned by all who perule the book impartially, and if fo,
that the conftrultion upen the words which are the fubje& of
this difcourfe, is juft, muit follow ; for, eat thy bread with
joy muft have reference to an improvement of temporal blef-
fings, | -
The text is liable to abufe :——diink thy wine with 4
merry begrty 1. e. “ be as gay as I pleafe,” fays fome light
mind ; but it does not jaffify, much lefs eijoin any indulgen-
cies, which are inconfiftent, either with reafon, or religion ;
for as mankind cre a rational and an accountable fpecies, it
is neceflary that their gratifications bear the marks of propri-
ety and dignity, and that their recreations be innocent and
refined.

Upon this occaficn 1 truft that #eie will think it unfuita-
ble, to confider the manner :n which we ought to improve
the bleffings of providence, particularly” thofe for which-we
have affembled to give thanks, My text will lead me to
dwell, principally, vpon this ; but 1n its connexion it fuggefts
another idea, whizh may well be brought into view, {o that
I could wilh to have my——DOCTRINE——2a5 general as
this,

Thet it is the duty of all whom the Almighty profpers,—all
of whofc labors he approves, to improve his gifts with. joy,
to make ufe of them in a manner which will afford them the
moft real happinefs.

It is the duty of all, who are profpered in any degree. This
is implied in the text :---¢at 0y bread ;—they who have only
bread, or what 15 barely neceffary to life, muflt 1mprove that
with jey ; and they who have wine, who are blefs’d with the
conveniencies of a higher ftation, muft ufe them with a merry
beait.

I would difcourfe upon the doftiine under three heads,
of which the

Ift. will be, That when the labors of an¥ are attended with
fuccefs, it is owing to the blefling of Gov :—for GOD wow
acccpteth thy works.

I would confider

IIdly. Whar is implied 1n the exhortation, eat thy bread

with oy, and dirink thy wine with a merry beart,  And
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[11dly. That 1t s the duty of 2:l whom Providence fuc-
ceeds, thus to Improve their proiperity.
The difcourfe will conclude with an application of the

{ubject. The

Ift. Obfervation which invites your attention is, That when
any are fucceeded in their labors, profpered in their purfuits,
it is owing to the blefling of Gob :---GOD wow accepreth
thy works.

Though this truth be {o obvious, the idea lo familiar, ye.
it is.but fe/dom, and then but faintly realized.  All have need
to be reminded of 1t, and, particularly, 1s 1t of importance
upon this anniverfary of praife.

.. Mankind have {ome fenfe of their oblipations to Gob for
fignal Interpofitions 1n thelr favor ; but they take but little
notice of his common providence. Tliey own themieives
indebted to his care when they have been proteéted fiom any
furprifing danger,—when they have been preferved in a fitu-
ation in which others have fallen,—when they have been
reftored from difeafes which to others have been fatal ; but a
continuance of their lives, while others are 1n health, they
impute to the purity of the air,---to {ome favors in their
conftitution, or to fome circumftances in their natural {itua-
tion, feparately from the idea of the providence of Gop.—

And though they may acknowledge the goodnefs of Gop in
fupplying them, while others are deftitute, and in providing
for them beyond their profpedts ; yet they look no higher
than the clouds, no further than the fuin to find the reafons
why they have the neceffaries of life in thofe {eafons 1n which
Gob caules the earth to yield ber increafe.  And though they
may acknowledge the goodnels of Gob in filercing the din,
n foothisig the difirefs of war ;—though they may own his
hand when 1t leads them from the dreadiul field whofe air
ts fimoze, whole day 1s flathing flaine, whofe thunders wing a
thoufand bolts, whofe fuiface freams in dlood :—though they
may iee his hand when it leads them from {o fatal a fitvation,
and places them under the luxuriant vine, the peaceful fig-
tree, yet, after they have refted there but a little time, the
reafon why they are not difturbed will be, that there is no
nation,
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pation, who can conveniently commence hoftilities againft
them. But the Preacher had ideas different from thefe,
GOD 0w accepteth thy works :—<¢ every {uccefsful under-
taking is an evidence of his goodnefs. Though the attain-
ment may be an end of which your exertions were the
mean, yet it s his gt, you are indebted to him for it as
a favor. Al thofe bleffings, which appear to have a caufe
in nature ere beftowed by him, if not in an rminediate, vet
in bis way.  He has eftablithed the connexion between caufes
and cfiects, and 1t 1s owing to his fuperintendency, that any
means are attended with agreeable confequences. He has
the control of all things,---the dire&ion of every favor :—
if you emjoy your health, 1t 1s becaufe he hath commiffioned
no difeafe to feize your feelings, or to wafte your bloom :~—1€
the fields yield their increafe, it 1s becaufe he hath {faid, that,
while the earth remains, feed-time and barvefi--fhall not ceafe,
and orders the feafons accordingly ; and if you enjoy your
liberties, it is becaufe he hath not faic}/to any of his fwords,
awake.”  So that Gob 1s the author’all,--of commoir, as well
as fingelar,—-of floted, as well as occafional mercies : no works
profper, but thofe which he accepteth, no bleflings are en-
joyed, but thofe which he beftows.

"This brings us to the next general head which is to confidey

11dly. What is implied in the exhortation, fat thy bread
with foy, and drink thy wiie with a merry heart.

This will be a complicated enquiry, for the terms bread
and wine may include all temporal bleffings : thofe which are

neceflary, as dread ; and thofe which are convenient, as wine,
agreeably to a fimilar pafiage in the 1vth Plalm, in the 7th
verfe of which thofe, whofe temporal fituation 1s, 1n every
refpect, profperous, are delcribed, Tweir corn, aind wine and otl
increafeba. 'There muft be various ferfcs, then, to our text :
we will confider it

tft. 1In its Jiteral meaning. In this it teaches us, that
perfoas thould cheerfully make that ufe of their intereft which
necefiity, or reafon requires :---that none fhould deprive
themafzlves of the ufe of worldly blefiings, when they have
them in their pofleflion, barely from a fear that they fhall neeg

fhem,
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rhem, in future, and thus, in the midft of abundance, fuffer
that want which they dread. To be more particular :
the exhortation implies

Firft. Thatwe {fupply our szwn neceflities from our intereft :
—that we make it {ubfervient to our own happinefs.

It appears as though our text were originally addreffed
to one, defponding under the apprehenfion, _;hat his neceffar
expences would reduce him to want: “ What fhall I do
—] tremble whenever my appetite requires the ule of any
part of my intereft, leit I fhould be unable to replace that
which it confumes :---1 can take no comfort in my wine,
when I confider how much 1t cofts, and the uncertainty
whether my eftate will always fupport me in the ufe of it.”
To this diftreffed perfon the Preacher fays, Go thy way,
ect thy dicad with joy, eid arink thy wine wWitn & weriy
bear: : ¢ Your uneahnels 1s frrational @ you have no caufe
to fear expences which the wecefity of your fitvation denands,
which the dignity of your ftation reguires ; but you may,
without the leaft relutance, difpofe of your money, when
any thing 1s wanting, which 1s neceflary to your fubiiftence,
or comiort,” It 1mplies

Secendfy. "U'hat we be fuitably ready to relieve the wants of
the poor.

As fuch are dependent, 1t is neceffary that they be fupplied,
or affifted from the wealth of others :—and from the fame
principles that we may anfwer, with joy, our own defires, we
may give, with pleafure, to {uch.

Reafon tells the moft anxious, and avaritious g1fer, that
he muft beftow fomething upon himfelf :---the fame reafon
teaches hum, that others are {ubje@s of fimilar neceffities :
and may he not relieve fuch, when they are dependent on his
afiiftance, from the fame principles from which he fupplics
himfelf >—There is only this difference, with refpe& to hid
own perfon, he not only knows that he has wants ; but he
Jeels the neceflity of their being fupplied : wherezs he does
not fee/ the neceffities of others ; but only £uews that they
are in nced : notwithftanding, if he conduct under the infu-
ence of rcalon, and ngt of féeling, will he not be as ready

B to
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to adminifter to thefe, as to his own wants —And this is
what my text enjoins :—it forbids cur repining at fuch ex-
pences. It 1mplics

Thirdly. That we fhould ot hefitate to anfwer any rational
and reafonable demands upon our eftates :—not barely privese
debts ; but any expences which the infereft of government,
or the fufbitutions of religion require :~that we be not afraid
of impoverithing ourfelves, by fupporting the exiftence, and
even the dignity of both,

This may be inferred from the fame principles from which
ve relieve the poor, and, confequently, the fame from which
we fupply our own wants.

The wealth of fociety is in the hards of individuals who
comgofe it ; and government 1§ dependent on them for 1ts
fupport ; nor has Gob feen fit, that mankind thould enjoy
his inftitutions, without expence. When either of thefe,
then, require any part of their eftates, it 1s thewr duty to
beftow it, and whenever this is the cafe, they may do 1t with
cheerfulnefs ;—they may thus eas their dread with joy.

We may obferve, that out text enjoins only a retional, it
ercourages only a prudent ufe of our interelt t—it is, 1f nat
as gieat, yet as certainly 2 fin, to be lavifh, as contralled :
and while g7iuk thy wine, with a merry beart, would diffuade
us from the alarming apprehenfions of the covetous, eat toy
breadd with joy, would bind us from the izconfiderate protufion
of the fpendibrift.  Nor does the command dire&t an ingi-
vidnal to beftow his intereft upon every {ubect of expence
that comes within his knowledge ; but only to ufe 1t as
neceffity requires,---as reafon enjoins, and then, without
yertet,

adly. The text may be applied to our fecial conduét, As
fread and wine are expreflive of all temporal bleflings, they
muft inciude thofe of a focial nature,

That the preacher meant his exhorration fhould extend to
shefe, i more than probable from what ke fays the verfe
heit one after, five joyfully with the wife whom thou lovefi—:
» Be ot ansious in your frigndfhip s-a-be not jeallou; of

. (hoi¢
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thofe whom you efteem. It they, wich whom you are con-
nected, have fome failings, yet be not {evere, but candid to
them.  You muft not P}'pf*& perfeltion here, and f{ince you
are obliged to re fide with the i peifelty cnjoy their virtues,
and 0'er-look their feuits. "This 1s the language of ear tly
bread with joy, winen applied 1n this {enie,

Drink thy wine with a wmerry beai, likewife allows us
the fiiocent entertaininents of {ociety :---perhaps to tread the
aimifing foor *, as well as to enjoy che cheerful circle 5 bur
the other part of the verfe regulates our diverfions, for,
cat thy oread with joy forbids an unluitable mirth :~-nor
will either part of the paflage juffify that giddy levity, whidl
tifoxicates the frofickforse heart, or codutengice thole i/
carcers nto wilch the inconfideraie are burried 5 bur, the
text, while 1t 7aifes ug above a melancioly ﬂz:ﬂzdriy, wouiq
refirciy us from being frantic, and eijeips, that we be

T

fedately bappy, and agreeably cheerful,

3dly. The ew{lmrtatir.:r_l has reference o our ¢ivi/ yiber-
ties and p rlvﬂegr‘*s. Thelz are tcmpoml blefiings, and eaf
oy bre fc’ with joy, a5 1t refpefis thele, mmplies, that o
he not 30 fui“:*fcms of an nfringement 11p0'1 our ;hrzts;

thas we do not look upon £very /6l colfon, which 15 1ic-
P-“H' iy to the good of fociety, as a preluc 1'“ to total fubjeddon
_nor tfi.m, that nvelting rulers with furfcile powess, is
forming them mte fvranis 3 but, that we pldt‘“‘ {uitable con-
fidence 1n thole, whom we have cholen that Providence
thouid piace over ys.

Jealouty in focwr", 15 the {ame as coveroutnefs 1n o
expances ; neither of which can, upon any wmup{u N
;uitned . —and as there 1s, IIKCWIﬁ’.‘ fuch a 10 a5 -lfj’lh;

B 2 }JlOlF.]{L

* Aud a timeto dance. Ecclel, 3. 4. The :Jthnr ACKDOWIC 4385, tudl
the libsrty of dancing 1s more freqt.cntlf chi i, than ary with w hich e
are nm’.;gm femethiant the exercife 1s more commonly d!fu“;é;j fLanka than
any 1o waich there is a feafony 1018 oftex under mo kind of regilation—
it 15 conaned to xo kours, @ and 3 1t 15 {20 nf}m confiderzd, nDt b‘ir....lv 13 an

anife feamont from car ¢, O 4 jacmt entertar SMLRt but eo a H{‘{n(&' to Ih..ﬂ.’f,"-
acrate wirtd ==if 1Ot 0 fndecent indulgencies.

It wouid not he frange, thep, if L. me fhoyld COHChmF from the cuufi-
queses 1o which R 1s abufed, that the exercife, in ife /, Was CeRuih L 1
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profufe with wealth, {o there is a danger in being too in-
attentive to our pnv;lcrres.

Upon the whele, it appears, that it is the defign of our
text, to guard men from extremes, with 1efpt,f3: to every
fublunary enjoyment.  They muoft be prudent, but not
covetors @ not lewvifh, yet fiberal.  They mwft be fedase,
without being dull, and checrfitl, yet not to levity. They
muft cxercife, difcernineint, without being caplions or fevere

they mult be ¢cauticas, yet not fi meam. coiifident, and yet
atteitive.

The laft general head may now, with propriety, be broyght
Into view, vhich is

[Tidly., That it 1s the duty of all, whom Providence
fuce cds, thus to" | improve their profperity.  Go thy way,

ot by bread with joy, and drink t.-'.?)’ wine With a ieiiy heart,
Jir GOD now cecepieth thy weorks. The

it.  Reafon I would offer in fupport of this will be,
that 1t 1s the defign of Providence in the beltowment of
favors that they thould be thus improved,

Fe does not give us riches that they may fhine in our
cofiens, or be awfhhf {quandered :—he docs not guard the
Earvet om mildew in the field that it may moul der in onr
¢raneries 1 nor does he give that flavor to the clufters on
the vire, in order Uyt ther juice may turn {our in our cafks ;
but he 1 1?,,_:11t, 1 when his bleflings are {uitably nnproved.
I miiche foriher add, that he has not continued our focial
capucitics that we mizht be uneafy and ]L'llou or {tupd
n our relacens r—nor dOLS he blefs a nation with civil
Liberties 1o direls individuals with the ftﬂ.r of iofing them ;
b Be oor/ls thot 2l our DIIviieges fheuld be happily en-
10y ¢, The

2. Reafen in favor of my test i, that unicls we eaf
our bived with joy—uie owr bieffings in the nmanner which
thit enjoins, thty will be of no adv antage.

This 15 the Gniy Wy in which they can be improved 1 —
p:‘.r“cv]'-r‘} iele of wealin,  Fiom the {ame 1(’1{1;1‘1 that
we reierve to-day the ufe of that which mught be now

Cn_]()) ed,
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en joyed, we [hall to-morrow, and to the end of life 1=
for 1f we do not mﬁpmvu a blefling, when we have it in
our pofleflion, for fear 1t will be needed in future, when
the timge, In which we propole to enjoy 1t, arrives, we fhall,
for the fame reafon, defer it to another : and thus all that
part of our ntereft, which ought to be devoted to prefent
purpofes,—to our ¢wi convenicnce—to the relief of the
paa:f‘, ot the advantage of m;;mzf;z'}r, will be entirely

ufelefs,---And frould a perfon conclude 1t to be neceffary
tn referve all his cltate for an hercler, his wealth might
take its reft, till 1t fhould fucceed to wifer heirs, till which
time 1t would be, in all ruijedls, unproficzble.

qdly.  We thouid c¢ar our divad wifh jav, and drink our
wine with ¢ ey beart, becaufe we have no reaion o be
ANFIOUS 1 —-{0F

ift. Gob, who has blefled our 131}0*‘5,—--\.?110 mdulaes

us with me"cles, s ever the fame, and we “.:r”-* jual
realon to hme, that he will profper us hereafier, as we
had to expelt the fuc cr:fs, with which we have alrcady
been favored :—ar leift, we have more reafon to exped:
hig blum..f;, it we futtaoly improve his gifts, than it we
neglect thie ule of them.
~2dly. We have no reafon to be anxicus, becaufe hile
IS uncertaln.
v kinow ust whet a day may é”w forth 3 vy, e,
irould any d(,gf-v'“ fu&ﬂﬁ.nts of a 1...11:::1*:’31(. and  com-
wsravle ufe of Gon's gl ;_a, for the {Ziez of en‘oying them
at ootune, to which it s fearcely prodadle that they vl
ArTIve. Nor

saly.  Canavy juftfy a coverons referve of the blefines
with wnich they are intrufted, from the defiie of leaving
them to be mwproved by chei heirs, for none Kknow o
whom their effate will {ucceed.

Were a perfon certain that his wealth would be inherited
by a Jovely child, who would cratefully imnrove it, there
would be fome reafen 1n his ut?i* the bread of Cﬂrcﬁwfgfs
and . his fatigue, his toil, his emions pruacice he might

view
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view as in fome degree compenfated, though he fhould
never enjoy, In his own perfon, the afiluence which his
labors acquired, his concern fecursd ;---But this is very
uncertain. No man can know his Feir, whether he will
be a fon, or a firauger :~~-a wife man, or a fool *. Man-
kind, fucceffively, are hable to death, and property in
confequence of it, to the moft unexpe@ed changes. How
frequent are the inftances, in which an eftate very fuddenly
forfakes the hands into which it was willed :---and how
much more common, fuill, are thofe, of its being improved
in a manner, very different from that which its feffasor
expected | How many, could they return from their graves,
would have the mortification to find, that they had fpent
their lives 1n anxiety and toil, and had denied themfelves
every expence, but thofe which were barely neceflary, in
order that they might lay up an eftate for fome profiigate,
who, while he 1s fupported in his pleafures by their exer-
tions, curfes their covetoufuefls and ridicries thewr induftry !
tow.many who have been deaf to the fanguage of need,---
wio have refided by the fbeiter of Poverty and have fre-
quently caft a glance into its halt-fisipp’d abode and beheld
tne raveioys afpedt, and the ftill more ghaftly glare of runger,
ana the fhivering hmbs of fagoed naliednels, and then have
oone to thewr wardrobe, and {esled the door,---to their
cotfers, and made them doubly {ccure, €ould they returs
would find, that &// this was only t introduce fome wrerch
to the card-table i---that they foifed, feered, fufjered, faved
to hean up an eftaze for fome diffolute heir to fcar upon
toe wings of hazard to——vantth 2wy !

In this view, from the uncertainty ol our fucceflor,---
from our ignorance of the improvement he may make of
our Intereft does it not appear, that that man condudts
wiicly who not only eats hig lread <with joy 5 but driuis
his wine with a meriy becrt 7 Behdes, 18 not the perfon
as much to blame, who neolets to improve the gifts of
Providence for the fike of leaving them to a oo/, as though
he, himfell] fhould cveend them upon thoic gnds to which
the focl will apply then f .

1€

® Eccl 1. 18, 19
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The laft aigument I would mention in favor of the duty
under confideration, s

4thly. That a compliance with it 18 neceflary to the
happinefs of all who are interefted mn it :---to our own---
to that of the poor, and to the well-being of fociety.

What 15 wealth to thofe who fear, that every expence
will bring them to want :--~that every little #othing which
is beftowed on charitable,~--or that any larger fum which
15 applied to general purpofes, will make a fearful vacancy
in their property ! Who look upon #uits in their expen-
ditures, 10 be a redulion of thoufands in their capital !
How can the poor be relieved, or government, or religion
{fupported with this dipofition !---Or what 1s liberty, while
thofe who enjoy it are continually apprehenfive of its lofs !---

Or what is frieadfip with jealoufy !

Having conlidered cach part of the text, we may now,
with judgement, form a comment upon the whole, which
will be, doubtlefs, this,---that mankind fhould view all
thines as 1n the hands of Gop,---and that, from a fenfe of
kiis aoodnefs,---of their own frailty, and of the uncertain nature
of worldly bleflings they ought with joy to improve his gifts.
That none fhould ever indulge anxiety ;---neither about their
future fupport, nor under the prefent expences to which they
are called, either by their own wants,---or the neceffities of the

oor, or the good of community ; but that they thould cheer-
]fjully relign what fuch demands require, 1f they have itin their
power ; as cheerfully as they eat their own bread, and drink
their own wrne :---and that this happy temper,---this difin-
terefted difpofition ought to extend to all. their concerns,---
ought to be exercifed in all their relations, and with regard
to all temporal enjoyments. To

ImprovE the fubject, we will

1ft. Confider an idea which the text, itfelf, and many of
the obfervations which have been made have indiredtly
fugoefted ;
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fuggefted ; namely, that it is of the higheft importance rha
we be truly religious,

The advice which the Preacher gives us is fatel, and
taere 1s fomething very flitking in the indulgence :---gs
thy way---eat thy bread---and diink thy <ving.--<¢ you may
well enjoy them---nor need you mourn the lofs of bleflings
which you have improved.”

Has the tear never been called into your eye, when you
have heard a Phyfician fay to fome nurfe, « Ler the fick inan
have what he wants :---indulge him in his defires :---
nothing can retard his death, and therefore nothing can
mjure him fo much as his ows emaiety :---ftudy  then
his feelings, and give him any thing for which he has a
tafce.”’---

How melancholy is the Liberty, particularly, if the perfon
who receives the indulgence imputes it, net to his being
a dying man ; but to his having recovered beyond th
danger of gratifying his appetite ;---yer this s, in one fenfe,
the language in which our text addrefits us,~--Go thy <way,
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a irry
peart :---<¢ improve the bleflings of Providence in the manner
which 1s neceffary to your prefeis happinels i---they are
not lafting 1n their nature, asd ye, yourfelves, are frail :---
fhould you neglet them now, you may never derive any
comtfort, or advantage from them.” In this view docs it
not appear of importance, that we be intereftec n bigher
bleings than any upon which the frx leoks down :--—-In
more durable treafurcs than any which tine can meafure ?
---for we are fmnortal,---we muft live beyond the grave :
---and could we be happy in the. other world, provided
we could efcape punithment, without any bleflings, without
any agreeable circumftances in our fiuatien, when 1t re-
quires fo many to make a fhort continuance in ths, fup-
portable ? | _

May we not, while we are permited joyfully to improve
the tranfitory blefings of this fraid {tate, like the languifth-
ing ran, who, while ke is allowed to grat.iy the feelings
of apwetite, looks back upon life t---may we not, hke

him,
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him, too fondly indulge the idea that fuch happinefs is
lafting ; but may we realize the neceffity of being interefted
in that which will put gladuefs nto our hearss, when cori,
and wine, and o/ fhall no more ercreafe. ,
aodly. How many are the obligations under which we
are laid to Gobp, n having fo much reafon to eat our
bread wilh joy, and drink our wineé with a merry heart 2

Each one of us may comply with the exhortation, not
only from the general conliderations which have been men-
tioneéd ; but from almoft every other.

Whofe works, of us prefent; has not GOD accepted 2—
who has not been fucceeded in labor, and profpered in
bufinefs 2—Gop has likewife bleffed us in our focial rela-
tions :—how many, and how engaging are the qualifications
of thofe wham we flile our friends '—Who, may I not
fay; has more agredable, or more worthy connexions, than
thofe which we are permitted to form !—We thould foon
find ourfelves loft in the goodnefs of Gop, fhould we
attempt to trace 1t only through our private circumftan-
ces,---fhould we only confider how frequently he has in-
terpofed in our favor, and in how many refpelts we are
happily diftinguifhed from others :---how, then, fhall we
be able to feel @// our obligations to him, when we turn
our attention to his goodnefs to the fociety of which we
are members, to this City, to the State, and to our
Country ?

He has caufed the earth to bring forth plentifully :—
he has, indeed, profpered the work of our hands ;—he
has fucceeded our defign$ :—he has vifited us with no
evils ; but has blefled us with almoft every favor,---indul-
ged us with almoft every privilege :—while our fwords
remain in plow-fhaies, there 15 profperity in our borders,
and health in our habitations,---we//, then, may our bofoms
be compofed, and well may we cat our bread with joy.

Particularly are we under obligations to Gop, in this
{enfe, for our religious advantages :---for the gofpel, and
that its do&rines are préached,---its inftitutions eftablifthed

in our land ;---and for the favorable opportunities with
* G which
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which we are 1ndulocd, of fecuring fregfures which can
never <wefte,---privieges which can never ceafe---which we
{hall wever leave :---and thus, while the bleflings of a
furure woerld are offered to our acceptance, we have a
ftill higher inducement not to be anxious in any earthly
concerns ; but to eat our brcad with 10,

Nor have we any caufe to be apprehenflive that we fhall,
heveaiter, be lefs happy, than we have reqfon to be at
preient ; ior,

Perhaps none have brighter profpects, than thole to which
we may look forward.

As individuals, it is true, we know not what is before
us,---life 1s uncertain ;---but as 2 Societ}f---particularl}r, AS
a INation we may form more fubitantial hopes.

As the Almighty has made our country his peculiar
care, will he ever leave it i---Have we not, rather, reafon
to Jook forward and behold it, under his fimles, nfing,
by the {wiiteft degrees, to the fummit of national great-
ncfs 2 As its territory is extenfive,---its foil fo fertile,---
its feaions {o agreeable,---its climates fo falubrious, and as
it has all thofe civil and religicus privileges which greatnefs,
or wirfue require, may we not behold our fhores crowded
wih emigrants from realms lefs happy than our own :---
may we not behold our fea-pert, and other commercial
wwns eariny not only the waine, enjoying not only the
piivileges 5 tut rifing into the grestiucfs of cities,---while
intermediate viilages, commodioully and pleafantly popu-
tous, appear in all the chanmns of rural beauty, and flourifh
under the arts ot induftry.

May we not look forward, and behold thofe howling
coiigs which are the e of favages, falling belore our
sdvancing fetticients, tll thofe wadls of defart bloflom lire
it ioiry—-- and tll its groves are formed into the focial
oo eiitng, or the lacred fomple, and tll we hear thefe

i

t‘:.:.;iloir'}f;; tu the voice of joy, refounding with the hymn
Or Draiic,

Thus may we not proceed, till the weltern ocean,
Jecining to flying navies, falutes our fenfes,---and tll we

behold
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behold its borders equally populous, pleafant and flourifh-
ing with our own.

Behold America thus blefled 1---Behold her under cul-
tivation !---Bchold her rivalling the bloom of Eden :---
her meadows clothed in verdure :---her paftures oraced
with frantic herds,---her fireets * with fportive flocks :---
her orchards bending, with therr modelt treafures to the
loweft fretch of child@ﬁi"and her heavy harvefts droop-
ing to the reaping-cradle ;---while her c¢ities rife in finifbed
areatnels, and aftonifh the admiring eye ;---or fill the ear
with the tolling tones, or folemn chimes of affewlling wor-
thip.

Then may This be great, and may your fons be kings,
and priefts fo GOD !

Thus, from every confideration of a temporal nature,
may you conclude, that you may eat youi brcad with joy :
—And under what obligations are we laid to Gop in
being blefled in fuch a manner, as that we have {o much
reafon to comply with the exhorration !---Is not a tribute
of praife moft juftly due to HIAL, who has thus /locdzd
us with bis mercies 2---And 15 not HE entitled to our
thanks, who will make America an badstation of his mercies,
—an affylum of the moft zmportant privileges, and the
flower of the world ¢

With propriety 1s this day devoted to a confideration
of his goodnefs,---an acknowledgement of his favors, and
inexcufable fhall we be 1f we do not always hive to his
praife. '

adly. Ts it the duty of all thofe whele tabors Goo
accepteth to emoy their profperity ;---to improve his gifrs
as their happinefs requires,--as their reafon dictates ?---
permit me, then, to fay to you, Go rby way, cat thv breal
with joy, and drink thy <wiie <with a wmervy hecri,

Be, hereafter, foher and checiful in your emjoyments ;
and may your pleafures be cievaied and refined i---Nor
will you cat your biead with joy, unlefs you attend to theo
dependent poor,-—--unlels you pity their wretchednels, and

C 2 relieve
¢ Plalm cxiiv. 13,
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relieve their needs, not barely when they pire with hunger,
but when they are fhivering under the inclemencies of
the prefent feafon, without raiment, or fuel.

Nor will you drink your wine wito a merry beart, while
any important intereft needs your liberality, and fuffers,
apparently from your concern for yourfelves.---In all {uch
enfes may you comply with the exhortation in the text :
---and in this light permit me, again, to fay, ecat thy bread
with jey.

Gop forbid, that in repeating the command I fhould
smaging, that you are not {ufficiently liberal to yourfelves
---or that I fhould contradiét your reputation {o much, ag
to intimate that you are contrafted in your families, or
In your commercial intercourfe, or in your relation to civil
fociety :---1n thefe refpedts I would not doubt but that
your beicr 1s eftablifhed ;---But---and yet I would adopt
a mwilder, and, perhaps, a morg fultable term and fay,
has Religion no demands upon your eftates to which, as
a Society, you are ﬂ:mngclv inattentive 2---To be as par-

ticular as | mean,---does not the houie of worfhip, in 1ts
dljp""ﬂla[‘l{,f‘, rcprove you 1n being negligent of that which
1t abfolutely requires © ¥

Shall ysnr ewi dweilings be fuitable for the feelleft ftate
of indilpeliticn ¢ and fhall the barely delicate be nfecure
in the Teimple 2----Shall your own dwellings appear {o

deceritly Lm..mt, and {o agreeably grace your private cir-
cumnitances,~—-and can you be willing that the houfe of

Gop ﬂlwld difhenor his wuﬁlmp ?

Is rius a fintable return to HIM to whom you are .in-
Cebted for all vour enjoyments,---and but for whofe blef-
(ing vinon your lﬂlon, you never could have prolpered @

mr am | pw 1Y o;ug for the bonor of rehgion ; but
for yozr i uciefl ---or how rapicly dees Soctety de-
enerate, wien the worfhip of Gop is negl t,f.h:d ! and it
ways will be negleCeed by foiic, where there is fuch an
120NV IRieNCe 1f*1puhnﬂ' s exercifes. Thefe will haye

l--i-‘l\-r 4 L™ F .

influcnce on others, and {oon,--before we are aware, not

only

¢ (
-
"'1
L ¥

]

* Hap 1. e=—-0,
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only the reality, -but the appearance of Religion is gone ?

From the fubject we learn, that there is no reafon why
there fhould be any hefitancy about expences of this na-
ture :---or why you thould defer this important concern
{rom time to time, for your lives are uncertain, and wealth
has wings, your’s may leave you; or you may die from
that, before you make your exertions,---and that part of
your intereft which you referve for this purpofe may fall
into the hands of beirs who may apply it in ereting a
Building,---it may be a Temple---and 1t gy be a Brothel :
---and 1t 1s #ncertain which, as you know not who will

Succeed you,---nor how vicious fociety may become from
‘your neglet.

Be perfuaded, then, to comply with the duty which the
text inculcates, in this one,--this necgffary,--this important
refpett.

Under a belief that #his is your determination I am happy
in refuming a more general topic by faying, go your way,
my friends,--ea¢ your bread with joy, and drink your wine
with e merry beart, in all the other {enfes in which the

exhortation has been explained,---and
Be led by the uncertainty of terreftial enjoyments to

look above. When you eat your bread and find, that when
it is Improved, it's gone :---that earthly comforts, which
you once enjoy, return no more, realize, that you were
not made immortal to be happy in any bleflings which
decay,~--and afpire ta thofe which are fubftantial :---and
when, hereafter, you indulge yourfelves in the innccent
amufements of the focial, the friendly, or the cheerful circle,
confider the importance of being Candidates for the fociety
above---of being interefted in the Saviour’s merit, fince,
if you be not, you muft fake up your abode in that place,
in which joy and friendfhip are ftrangers,---and 1n which
there 1s no conca-d ;---but the #hizll of groans, and grating

blafphemies !
Be induced to look upon a// your enjoyments and pri-
vileges in this hight :---and to improve them as the {ubjed,
to
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to which you have been attending, enjoins :—and may we
all, at laft, be admitted into that world, in which fuciery
35 perfett, and unimbittered pleafure flows i==where blef-

fings never fly away,—profpelis never fade.



