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2 CHRONICLES xx. 30, -

« So. the realm .of Fehofaphat was quict ; for bis
| God gave him reft round about.”’

' IN periods of ‘remarkable peace and
profperity we ought to cultivate gjectionate grati-
tude to the God of peace, and Father of mercies.
When -public tranquillity and happinefs obtain
m.-a high degree, it. becomes us to recognife with
reverence and - approach. with homage.the gicat
Ruler of nations. To him, who 1s the fountain of
intelligence and happinefs, and the fource of or-
der and harmony, thould. our: hearts afpire, and
our praifes afcend.. We,who are now aflembled
in this- fantuary, have anhappy opportunity to
call forth the feelings of gratitude, and to gffer un-
to God thank[giving and praife.  When rulers
and {ubjects, when minifters and people are in.
vited - to- recount.national bleflings, and to con-
template the happy condition of our country, the:
icene opening upon the mind is adapted to excite
religious joy;-and.to indpire holy tranfportsb
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Our beloved preﬁdent bemg an, enlightened
fpe&ator of diftant {cenes, beholds the ball of em-
piré rolling from place to place. He fees the vaft
commotions in the political world ;" fome nations
ﬁrugghng for the {weets of hberty, and others
panting for dominion. He views at a diftance
one part of mankind engaged in the caufe of
freedom, and eyes them with deep concern on
thieif way to republicati empire; And he looks
with a reprovmg countenance upon another part,
who are elated with national pride, who are
gralping--at-the-Iceptre -of ‘arbitrary power, and
are fighting the battles of vain ambition. With
thefe various fpe&acles before him he:feels anx-
ious for his nativeland. Heis unwilling to trifle

with the bleffings of national peace, which were
obtained at. the expenfe of. {o much blood and
treafure. Inltead of liftening as fome doto hear
the harfh trump of war; he withes to eritertain the
people with the foft clarion of .peace while he can
give it breath, Having gone thirough the haz-.
ards ‘and hardfhips of a bloody - conté{t he well
knows the price of our liberties, and wilhes to
preferve them.- And having obtained help from
the- Great-Sovercign of the world, he is- defirous of
gmng Him the glory dueto his name. o

Deeply penetrated - with a fenfe of divine pro-.
te&mn and favor, he folicits the American.people.
to unite in rendering to God a voluntary tribute
of gratitude and praife.  Confidering the diverf.,
ty of political opinions, the jarring interefts: of
{latefmen, and the confli of nations, the blefi-
ings of peace and tranquillity, which now bright-
en the.complexion of our national affairs, natur-
. ally.rife in our eflimation. In poffeflion of thefe,
our ﬁtuaum 15 evidestly 1 marked with indications
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of divine benignity, and ¢alls for fongs of joy and
oblations of praife. - R -
I -compliance ‘then with the' ofh¢ial ‘require-
rents of our beloved and patriotic Wafhington, and
in'conformity 'to the feelings of ‘every gratcful
heart; let-us noiw. recount fome of "the fignal fa-
vors' beftowed upon-eur happy nation.- And]
think that- 4 lively fenfe of human dependence,
and: contemplation. -on our national advantages
and profperity naturally lead to thofe very exer-
cifes, in which this day calls us to engage. The
idea, that all religious focieties and deneminations
of chriftians throughout the union 'meét together
for the fame purpofes, has a tendency to enliven
the devotion, and animate the praies. of every re-
ligious affembly:.. The recollection -that millions
‘this-day confpire in offering thank{giving to God
muft, I think, invigorate the mind, and aflet the
heart of each individual. - Confidering the focial
enjoyments, reéligious privileges and national dig-
mity of the American feople, infenfible indeed,
auft - be that mind, which - remains uhmeved of
this interefting occafion, and flinty muft be that
‘heart,which does not feel fome tender emotions.
. The Lord of heaven and ‘earth, who judgeth a-
mong the gods, hath favored us-with manifold
and « fienal mercies which diftinguifd our lot as a
nation.””  We have peace in our-borders. Our
empire is in a good degree quiet. God hath been
pleafed to give us relt round about: 3

The ftate of Judah,at the period to which our
text refers, was fimilar in fome refpetts to the
prefent fituation of united America.” ~ Under the
reign of Jehofaphat, the libertics oi Judah were
in‘¢minent danger. .'The children. of Ammon
and the children of Moab, togethier with the in-

| habitants
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habitants of Mount Seir, invaded the land of Ju.
dah and refolved to reduce it to tame, fub; e&mn
Sacred hxf’cory infobms- us, - that thele natlons, 11
tended to give.laws to. Jehofaphat and. Jubjugate
his people. . In like manner, Great-Britain a few
years fince. invaded our rights, -and attempted by
her arbitrary and hoftile meafures to impofe upon
us the galling-yoke of fervitude.. ! She let lopfe
her voracious and blood thirfty- lions upon the de-
fencelefs inhabitants of bur country.

“When the king of ‘Judah difcoyered the i -
pending ’ dangers, which oyerfpread his émpire,
he!;earneltly. befought the Lord -te .efpoufe  his
caufe-and to direct his.counfels.. . - He proclammed -
afaft. < Andall fudab fiood b:fore the Lord with
their little ones, their wives and their children.”” In
like manner, when Britifh infolence and . valor
were direfted at the vitals of- our country, we
umitedly. befought the Lord. ' By faﬁ'nq and
prayer we, mtleated the ‘God, of armies to give us
wildon aEd;—underftandmg, cotirage to affert, and
prudence. to prefene our righis,~ "The prayers
and {upplications. ot ]Lh{}f’lphat and his pecple
~were gracioufly: heard. | They were made -to
triumph over their enémigs, and were Jaden with
the ficheft [poils. :And on the: fourth day they
affembled in me valley of bleffing, and gave unit-
ed thanks to the God of Judah, WhO made them
rejoice over their enemies, . T hey repaired o the
‘houle of the Lord with pfalteries, and harps; and
Arunipets, and-worfhipped the Preferver and Giiar-
dian of I{vael. Sothe realm of Yebofaphat was.quiet s
for bis God gave bim reft round about. . Ina remark-
able manner allo did the great Ruler of nations ap-
pear in our behalfwhen our enemiesrofe up againft

us. ‘With a propitious eye did he look down upon
our
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our injured couritty. Some of us can remember,
and fome of us did witnefs fignal viCtories which
He obtained forus.  Under his patronage and
by his afliftance we made our way to liberty and
independence. And to Him are we indebted for
all our- paft fuccefles, and national profperity.
Sing O Heavens ! For the Lord hath done it;
rejoice O America ! For the Lord hath done for
thee great and wonderful things !

- At a period like the. prefent, rendered illuftri-
ousb the triumphs of freedom, it is highly proper
for the United States, ason this day, to devote
themfelves to religious joy, grateful folemnities
and public ‘thapkfgivings, The annals of the
world cannét exhibit many pages more interefting,
than that- which traces the caules, marks the
crifis, and enumerates the fubfequent advantages

of the-Amterican revolution, Since the bright orh
of day begah'its courfe, there have not happened
many events more replete with 1mportance than
thofe;which ought this day to rife to our orateful
retnembrance. ~ Several: years, it 1s ‘true, have
. elapfed fince our independence was declared, and

fince our tederal government has been eftablifhed
upon lafting foundations. ~ Buft the privileges and
bleflings hereby chartered to us, do not pafs away
with the lapfe of time. Inftead of diminifhing,
they are increafed by being preferved.. This we
cannot doubt, if we confider thofe circumftances
which once caft a threatening afpet upon our
national affairs.- - At the clofe of the war, our
counfry labored under many embarraflments.
Our national government was in a fecble and un-
fettled ftate. Bold attempts were made upon our
- domeftic and federal harmony. Under the cum-
brous load of our national debt and fomewhat

B jcalous
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jealous of each other, the United States appeat:
ed to be in a retiring polfture. The political wil-
dom of each {tate was direlted to objets within

its own limits. Federal 1deas, not being natur-
alifed to Amiericans, were not for a while zeal-
oully cherithed, and of courfe did not faft ripen
to maturity.  And our. national charalter in its
rifing progrefs, met with many obftru&ions. Lo-
cal prejudices almoft deltroyed the remaining
power of federal attraltion. Though a national
body was in exiftence, it was extremely feeble,
and its movements. were {low and ineffeCtual, Its
ftrength was weaknefs ; its authority was merely
nominal, and 1ts decifions often proved abortive.
At length for want of {trength, and for want of
fupplies, it .fcll into a fatal decline and gave up
the ghoft of empire,  'Yhings being in this -un-
promifing {tate our molt firm and enlightened
patriots felt anxious. for their country. * They
dreaded the power and influence of foes without

and foes within.  They fenfibly felt the force of
the tried maxim, *United we {tand, divided we
fall.””  But after frequent attempts and a feries
of well directed endeavors, a profpett. of national
union again opened. ' The collefted wifdom of A-
merica conceived another conftitution of govern-
ment which was propofed to the feveral ftates.
This mighty temple, erefted for the refidence of
peace and from which fhe was to hand heavenly
blefings to the people, could not ftand without
pillars to fupport it.. Of thefe, nine were the
lealt poflible number, which could firmly {uftain
it. And 1t was agreed that each of thefe fup-
porting pillars fhould be reared by a particular
fet of laborers. The feveral companies to which
this work was afligned had formed themfelves for
1 other
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other purpofes. Some {uppofed that fuch an un-
dertaking would be injurious to the refpelive
companies and totally fubvert their own plags of
operation ; but others more wifely thought that
fuch a work would concentrate the intereflts of
the whole, and be of real advantage to each par-
ticular company. The work, however, was foon
begun. Some of the pillars were foon raifed to
their proper places ;3 but others, through the in-
dolence and party contentions of the workmen,
- were a long time upon the potle of uncertainty.
Some of the men were {o unfortunate as to lofe
their foot hold 5 others, being more accuftomed
to a lubber lift, applied their {trength the wrong
way, and a2 few were not inclined to do any
thing.  So that fpectators, who had no right to
aflift, felt doubtful of the confequences. And
there was one circumitance which railed the anx.
ety and alarmed the fears of many, who had
manfully performed their own part.  They were
apprehenfive that, if any fet of laborers failed of
raifing' the pillar allotted to them, orif they
{hould let it fall when partly reared, there would
be danger of having the others come tumbling 2:-
ter. But much to. the joy and to the honor of
the principal managers, the neceflary number was
at length fupplied. And had the other compa-
niesbeen fufficientlyacquanted with theprinciples
of fuch architecture, they as well as the relt would
have accomplifhed the part afligned them. When
this magnificent temple was completed and
turnifhed with proper lights and ornaments, ce-
leftial peace took up her refidence in it, and un-
der the patronage of Heaven has ever fince been
fhedding her fmiles and bleflings over the land.
Qur

[
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Qur national goverament has already produc.
ed fo many happy eflets, and has {o digmfied
and $exalted our national charalter, that it bas
juttly excited the admiration of the world. Amer-

jcan citizenfbip bas been faid to be the higheft civil
dignity of man. We are {enfible that the wifeft
civil and. political inftitutions, as well as every
thing elfe formed by man, may carry with them
marks of imperfeftion. The moft excellent {yf-
tem of national government, and molt prudent
and learned adminiftrations may be in fome points
deficient. The wifdom of the wifeft is linited ;
the power of the ftrongeft is unceitain in its op-
erations ; the conduct of the moft upright -and
judicious is liable to error. The beft formed fo-
cieties need the infpettion and influence of the
great Governor of the world.  To conduct with
{uccefs the laboring plan of ftate, there mult be
aftorded from on high a difcerning ipirit and a
dire@ting power. Without thefe, the bands of
{ociety would foon burft afunder. But we .may

venture to affert, that there is no {yltem of na-
tional government which fo nearly coincides with
the greateft civil liberty, as #hat of - the United
States, We cannot name any other conftitution
which is fo extenfive in its operation, and which
15 at the fame time fuch a full charter of nation-
al fecurity and freedom. All parts of- it confpire
to the great purpofes of its eftablifhment, the wel-
Jare and bappinefs of Uniied America.’ 1t encour-
aces the induftrious citizen to continue his hon-
‘eft purfuits. It patronifes genius and vindicates
the caufe of virtue. It poflefles a vital energy,
“and invites the ableft men to aflit in its adminii-
tration. In fuch a confhitution and in the privi-.
leges attending it, we are this day permitted to re-
jorce.
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moice.  Ifor fuch a government and for all the
bleflings which flow {rom 1t, we are ultimately in-
debred to the {upreme Arbiter of the world, The
fame glorious being who gavereft and fecurity
to the pious king of Judah, and to all under his
dominion, hath done excellent things for us
whereof we are glad. |

When we view the calamities of other na-
tions, our condition certainly aftords matter of
confolation and joy. By calting an eye acrofs
the Atlantic, we behold the extended arm of vio-
lence and the mighty confli€t of nations. While
under the proteftion of an happy government
and with the {plendid torch of freedom in onr
hands, we can read and lament, that many of our
fellow creatures ftill wear the chains of fervitude,
and that others are obliged to take their courfe to
liberty. through warm contentions and feas of
blood. Though fome earthly thrones have fallen
to ruins.and kings have been flaughtered by
their own fubje(ts, we have enjoyed and fill pot-
fefs many of the fweets of national peace and
tranquility.  And while other kingdoms carry
ftrong {ymptoms of decay, and feem to be totter-
ing to their fall, we are favored with  conflitutions
of government.which bappily unite, and by their union
eftablifh liberty with ordcr.”’

Among the caufes of our prefent {tate of peace
and profperity, we ought to name congreflional
influence and meafures. We cannot fuppofe that
the members of congrefs are wholly exempt from
partial views and local prejudices. ‘This would
betoo much to expect even in the halcyon days
of the millenium. But it is evident that our feder-
al government has been inftrumental in uniting
the interefts of feparate States, and in making

thom
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them move on together in the common concerng
of the whole. And had it not been for the dif-

cerning wifdom and pacific meafures of Con-
grefs, Mars with his bloody train would before

now have overlpread this tranquil land with the
calamitiesand horrorsof war. Sincethecommence-
ment of hoftilities in Europe and depredations
of American property, many influential men have
without prudence or policy urged the neceflity
‘of making reprifals, and of denouncing vengeance
from the cannon’s mouth. But through the
enlightened policy of congrefs, and efpecially
through the well direfted exertions of the Prefi-
dent, peace has been preferved. Refcued from
alarming dangers we may exult with thankful-
nefs 1 the bleflings of public tranquillity. « The
[nare is broken and we are cftaped.”  His extcel-
lency, in his {peech at the beginning of the pref-
ent feflion of the general court, may have refer-
ence to the wife and prudent meafures of the Pref
ident, and to the favorable decifions of congrefs.
For he 1s “ led to hope that under the continued
imiles of Heaven, our peace and tranquillity will

be firmly eftablifhed.” Taking into view 2ll the
repeated 1njuries done us and all exifting cir-
cumftances, he {eems to confider national peace
as highly important to our rifing republic. And
the two branches of the legiflature in their refpec-
tive anfwers to his excellency’s {peech, appear to
have an eye at the proceedings of our federal
government. They confider our exemption from
a foreign war, ¢ while Furope is bathed in
blood,” as a token of divine protection and fa-
vor. In the feafon of peace we have a fair op-
portunity to adjuit the energies of law, to balance
and fettle the fcale of authoritjes and to direct {?ur
public
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public movements to the common intereft of the
American people. So that we have reafon to re-
joice with gratitude that the Umited States have
regarded, on their part, the obligations of ex-
ifting treaties, and adhered to the principles of
neatrality. In this way we have preferved our
national honor and dignity, and realized many
important benefits. | |

To fome of my hearers, a brief llluftration of
the idea of neutrality may be of ufe. When two
parties are oppofed to each other, a wife man, if
circumftances admit, will fhew refpecting the mat-
ter in difpute a pratical indifference. Inftead of
taking a fide and becoming a partifan, he will en«
deavor to fhew himfelf iriendly to both parties.
Inftead of increafing the quarrel between ghem, he
will endeavor, in fuitable ways to put an end to
it. By this method he ad&ts an honcft and up-
right part, and can enjoy the privileges of a neigh-
bor and a friend to each.  Things may be fo ar-
ranged, that to fay and do nothing refpecting the
“bone of contention, would difcover his integrity,
wifdom and policy.  The fame principles apply
to national concerns,  When two nations are at
war, any feparate government, efpecially when
intereft and exifting treaties conipie, may and
ought to proceed upon the line of ncuirality. A
deviation from fuch a line would be hkely to
raife the indignation of the contending parties.
But while the third nation dechines hoftile mea-
fures, it may fhare the confidence of both, and
may do many things which have a tendency to
bring them to terms of peace. And apart from
the 1deas of national jultice and equity, the bene-
fits of fuch amld behavior may be greater than
any attainable with the fword,  "Tlus was a hittie

the
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the cale with the kingdom of Judah, Without
lofing"a man or. ftriking a blow, Jehofaphat ob-
taifted ‘the- objet of his withes. ¢ He flood fill
and :faw the falvation of the Lord.”  His enemies
engaging in their wicked enterprize with rath and
precipitate zeal, as mankind too-often -do, vio-
lently attacked, and miferably deftroyed each
other. And the peaceable Jeholaphat witnefled
the havoc which was made, traverfed the field of
blood and feturned with the richelt {poils. And
the realm’ of Felnfaphat was quiet ; for his God
gave him reft round about. Similar confequences
we truft will not refult from the prefent madnefs
of the holtile nations ; but we devoutly wilh
that knowledge and liberty, religion and happi-
nefs maly pervade the Lurgpean world. Yet by
declining a foreign war we have already experi-
enced -many advantages. We learn from good
authority, that proud and imperious Britain is
obliged to be jult to injured America; that our
commerce will foon be upon a more advantage-
cus footing ; that tribes of Indians, once hoftile,
are now difpofed to be at peace. Almolt every
thing which could be obtained by a war, we now
have a profpe& of fecuring without it. Thefe

pleafing circumftances have arifen from the pacif-
1¢ meafures of the executive of the United States.
The Great Ruler of nations hath direfted our
councils to the adoption of thefe meafures and
contiriued peace in our borders. We ought then
to come before him with thankful hearts and fing
in his prefence fongs of praife.

~ The proclamation requires usto notice with
affectionate gratitude the {eafonable control given
to a [pirit of diforder, which lately raged in a re-

mote part of the union, Fora part of our coun-
B " trymen
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trymen to take up arms againft the conftitutional
laws of the whole is matter of ferious regret, and
has a very pernicious tendency. The farther we
trace the caufes -of fuch an outrageous {pirit, and
the more we inquire into the charalers of the
principal fomentors of it, the more rafh and crim«
inal will their condutt appear.  An envious dif

pofition, 1mmoderate jealoufy, and a grofs per-
verfion of liberty,lead on to diforder, faftion and
anarchy.  Thele,when combined are fuflicient,
without accomplices from the infernal regions, to
fpread havoc and defolation over the earth, and
thefe we may place among the principal caufes of
the late infurrettion.  There are perhaps fome
men, who are unfriendly to our national govern-
ment, becaufe they have no fharein its adninif-
tration.. There may be others, who oppofe its
{alutary laws, becaufe thefe laws happen to be un-
favorableto their particular interefts. And there
are many, who for want of information and for
want of virtue are eafily perfuaded to take any fide
of a queftion. Through the influénce of a de-
figning few they may be prevailed on to oppole the
moit falutary meafures, to defame public charac-
ters and to fcatter falfehood and flander. And

numbers, who are real friends to their country,
have been in many inftances grofsly deceived.
Attentive to the common affairs of life, and pur-
fuing with honefty their relpeltive occupations,
they are not fufpicious of ‘other men.  To fuch
honeflt and well meaning perfons the artful and
defigning may appear fair and upright, while their
real courfe is, like the folds ot the ferpent, wind-
ing and crooked. Thefe remarks, my brethren,
teach us the leflon of caution. They fhew us the
importance of repairing to all proper fources of
information,
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information, with regard to charafers and meaf-
ures.  Confidering the difadvantages of many hon-
eft citizens, and the combined influence of a few po-
litical impoftors, we cannot expett that the commus-
nity will be kept in perfect harmony. Such com-
binations of men in a republican government, and
in a feafon of peace,arel conceive very pérnici-
ous. By letting themlelves up as a check upon
government, they diltwrb and agitate the public
mind, They breathe the very fpirit, which they
pretend to oppofe.. . And they raife themfelves
above others to prove that all are upon the floor
of equality. We with that fuch mén would dil-
play in praftice what they affe&t to purfue, repub-
lican principles; and that they would evince the
genuinenefs of their political faith by doing the
proper works of citizeris. . I

When we confider the threatening afpeft, which
our public affairs have at times affumed, we may
felicitate ourlelves on our prefent profperous con-
dition. The {pirit of infurgericy, which has fey-
eral times broken out and violently raged, is now
evaporated.  As formerly in" Judah, thifigé in
gencral go.well . America. Thofe very. at-
tempts, which were made to trample on the confti-
tutional laws of our country and to deftroy the
executive forces of government, have in reality
{trengthened the bands of our union. Inftead of
weakening the nerves of delegated. power they
have given them additional vigor and energy.
And we may confidently ptedift, that any unlaw-
ful and wanton attempts againft our general or
local conftitutions would in like manner.be defeat-
ed. DBut we hope and truft in the God of order
that no fuch violent outrages will again be medi-
tated.

"~ The
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The proclamation now calls out attention to
““the profperous flate of our ajfairs public and pri-
vate”  Our lot as a nation compared with for-
eign kindoms forms a {triking contrat.  While
the nations of Europe are drammmng each other’s
treafures, wafting each other’s {trength and de-
{troying each other’s lives, the people of this land
increafe in wealth, numbers and refpettability,
And while thofe nations are forming inftruments

of death and are obliged to cultivate the arts of
war, the American people pay an increafing re-
gard to literary inftitutions, and aid the progrefs
of thofe arts and {ciences,which are highly ufeful
in civilized life.  Under the fmiles of Heaven,
wifdom and knowledge are becoming more and
more the ftability of our times. For thefe import-
ant advantages, we ought to render our fincere
and united thanksto the Father of lights. Our
public and perfonal virtucs thould bea perpctual
teftimony of our gratitude for public and perfonal
bleflings. As the flame of liberty fhines clearer
and brighter in America than in any other quar-
ter of the globe, more is required of us as citi-
zens., And as we are iavored with the chriftian
fyltem we are under additional obligations to re-
oard the laws of truth, righteouinefs and virtue,
and ought to yield a willing obedience to that
omnipotent Governor, whofe aim is the fafety,
welfare and happinefls of his fubje&ts.  To be
favor with fuch a Ruler is the happiclt ftate 1n
which an intelligent creature can be placed. n
fuch a cafe the province of the mind muft be
quiet. A perfon arrived to fuch an aitamnment
has reft and peace round about him.

‘To perpetuate the bleflings of peace and fccure
<he fmiles of heaven we mult, as a peopie, regard

&
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the laws of nations, be careful of our civil rights
and culticate our religious privileges. T hofe}who
leap the barriers of national compaét,cannot be

true patriots. Thole, who without caufe {peak
evil of dignities and oppole good and wholefome
laws, cannot be good citizens. Thole, who prac-
tically deny their Lord and Mafter by neglecting
the virtues of the chriftian life, cannot be his real
difciples. Without a fteady regard to the con-
ftitutional laws and to the adminiftration we can-
not expett the continuance of freedom and peace.

Without fixed attention and intentional obedience

to the doltrines and maxims of the gofpel we
have no reafon to expett the rewards of faith., If
the {ubjects of any government be inattentive to
their political rights and negle&t their duty as
citizens, improper and unqualified rulers may be
introduced and fome deltructive contagion feize
the conftitution itfelf. 1t is the peculiar right of
the people, where the fovereignty lies, to form
their conftitution of government and to chufe
men to effeCtuate and enforce its laws,  But1f
this right be abufed and perverted, they lofe their
main pillar of fupport. To preferve the blefhings
of peace and to render them permanent, there
muft be not only good laws and good rulers, but
good fubjzéts,  People at large mult be careful
of their rights, if they mcan to preferve them. In
the lap of fecurity they eafily fallafleep. Much
depends upon their prudence and caution at free
and popular elections. Many honeft and good cit-
izens can not eafily difcern the evils, which may
attend fuch elections. A few votes,inconfiderate-
ly thrown into the box may occafion many and
lalting evils. Every man, allowed to give his

fuilrage, ought to bear in mind that when the

unfkilful,
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unfkilful, intriguing and wicked bear rule, the
liberties of the fubjeft are at hazard, and the peo-
ple have reafon to mourn; and that when the
judicious, learned and righteous are in authority,
thele liberties are lecure and the people may re-
joice. 'When we undertake the bufinefs of elec-
tioneering, we ought to confider £ir/2, what office
is to be filled ; fecondly, the literary and other
qualifications neceflary to ll 1t with dignity and
ulefulnefs ; and ibirdly, the real charatters of
candidates. f

In the higher departments of government high.

€r qualiﬁcations are requiﬁte. We are not onl}r
to inquire what a man has been, but what he
really is. It he do not poflels qualifications which
enable him to anfwer the reafonable expetations
of the people, he ought not to hold the office.
There are many true patriots and tried friends to
their country, who are now unfuitable to fll
places of important truft, In connexion with
literary qualifications we fhould confider the real
characters of the candidates for any office. This
becomes more important in the higher ranks of
civil authority, To find out a man’s real char-
alter we muft not place too much dependence on
newlipaper fcribblers, nor on vulgar reports. For-
cetting the things that are behind, we may exa
pe& of a Centinel, that he will always be on his
guard and keep a good look out, but he may
fometimes neglect his duty.  And an impartial
Chrenicle we confider as a true record of real
fafts ; but it may be fometimes the vehicle of
falfehood and perfonal abufe. The Federal Or-
7¢ry has not yet completed a revolution, but we
hope, and truft its movements will be regular;
that it will be fubjedt to no unneceflary excentric.
itics,
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ities, and,that it will efcape the difturbing influ.
ence of comets, which for a while aftonith and
then difappear. In confequence of examining
fome particular new!paper, as the meflenger of
truth to the public, many of our worthy fellow-
citizens have been led into error.  There have
been things faid concerning charallers in this
cominonwealth and fome members of congrefs,
which had nothing to recommend. them but the
ingenuity of the inventor. And had not inge-
nuity at length failed, more fevere inveltives
might have been expeted.  In feveral inftances
a true {tatement of real falts would lead us to ap-
prove and admire meafures, which, by being mif-
reprefented, have been cenfured and rejected.
And men belonging to our national government,
who have dignified their ofice and done honor to
their country, have been wantonly condemned
and ftigmatized by perfons no better than they
fhould De.

Thele remarks are made not to abridge the
rights of my fellow-citizens, but to make them
more cautious in, guarding and fecuring them.
"The proclamaiion, you may remember, exhorts us
to implore divine protettion and aid, that we
may not hazard our rights and privileges by art-
ful intrigues and delufive purfuits.

_Let us then confider the high and happy priv-
ileges we enjoy, and endeavor rightly to eftimate
and wifely to improve them. By attending to
the common interefts of our country and exercii-
ing our rights in a fuitable manner, we may hope
for the continuance of public beflings. By taking
fuitable methods -to acquire and diffufe ufeful
knowledge ~ud political information we fhall rife
in profperity and national importance. By at-
| tending
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rending to the education of youth and inftilling
mnto their minds the firlt principles of civil govern-
ment and of our holy religion, we may confident.
Iy hope that our liberties, guarded by Providence,
will defcend as a fair mheritance to the lateft pof-
terity. And we ought to be careful .that fuch
legacics, kept in reverfion; be not diminifhed by
mifmanagement.  The appointment of this day,
of general thankigiving will be preferved in the
annals of our country as a_ffanding memorial of the
rights and privileges, laws and religion now in
our pofleflion:  Such a day has been jultly called
“ g pillar of remembrance, to revive and preferve
a {enfe of our obligations to heaven,”

. In this period of national peace and profperity
the inhabitants of this land are under manifold
obligations' to aid the progrefs and extend the
triumphs of the gofpel, and to cultivate ¢ habits
of order, morality and piety.,”” In the breaflts of
Americans religion and virtue fhould be deeply
planted, and fhoot forth in large and extenfive
branches, and bear nourithing and permanent
fruits. Then would this favored land be a ¢ fofz
and happy afylum for the unfortunate of other coun-
tries.””  ‘Then would all ranks of citizens exert
themfelves to increafe the influence of every vir-
tue. Then would America become the joy and
glory of the earth.  And this happy era appears
now to be in embr§yo. As a people may we
cultivate thele virtues, arrive to this national dig-
nity, and experience and tranfmit to future ages
thefe diftinguithing bleflinos. And God Almighty
forbid, that any fpirit of difunion or diforganizing
power or neceffarian influcnce thould mterrupt thefe
withes and prayers in their progrefs to heaven and
prevent their eflicacy at the throne of grace !
And
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And we implore the Great Ruler of nations to im.
part the bleflings of civil liberty and religious free-
dom to the whole family of mankind, May every
nation groaning under the weight of arbitrary
power be raifed to the privileges of a mild and
peéaceful government. May the dark abodes of
ignorance and {uperftition be enlightened with the
beams of ufeful [cience and revealed truth. And
may the whole brotherhood of man foon unite in
the pure and exalted worfhip of the only liv-
ing -and true God, that his will may be done on
earthasitisin heaven, Amen.



