A PROCLAMATION.
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‘/V HERFAS it is, at all times, tho duty of states in their public capacities, ne less than ok
individuals, in their pnvate char uc ters, devoutly to acknowledge the universal government and
‘providence of Almighty (God, in whose hands are the destinies of natiuns, and humbly to suppli-
~cate his throne, throwzh his Soiy, as well for the mercies we need, as to avert the evils waich we
most justly fear : and whereas it hath pleased him, in the midst of nmany righteous corrections,
Jor our manifold iniquilies, which onght to lead us to repentance, tp mingle great and unmaerited
national blessings, which impose upon us the obvious duty of thanksgiving and praise.

I do, therefore, with and by tl:ic anenimous advice of the privy council of this state, vecomm~nd
.and appoiut Friday the fust day of January next, to be ohscr od by all religious societies of
people within this state, asa day of public thdnksgiving and prayer to the most High Ruler of
nations; and I do inwite my feliow cilizens of ail- dénominations,to abstain from unsvilable a-
muscments and worldly occupalions, and devoutly toassemble in their several places of religious
worsiiip, on that day, to offer to im tneir homagv for his multiplied blessings, through ¢l
Ppast year, pamcuiarlv recallivg with thankfulness, i - his presence, thc general healtifulnes: and
fertility of the scazon, which have crowned the hopec' of the husbandmen with plen by : v¢ encering
praise to him for the continued pn_,serva,uon of our inestimable privilegey, civi: and yeligious ; for
that general and peacefal subraission to the wholesome laws of the state, which has not beendis-

turbed among us by the violent impulses of party zeal; for that;charitable and harmonious un- -

ion, which prevalle among all sects in their salutary endeavors to advance the intevest of mcral-
ity and piety ; for tranqaillity in ail our horders, vo that while we behold, 2t a distance, fhe fal
-of so many ruined dynasties and oppresséd republics, we have been cnable:l to preserve our free-
" dom and independence unimpaired ; for, our happy exemption from invasion and insurreciion,
and. all those heavy calamities with which divine providénce often -chastises the iniguities of of-
fending natious—abovg all we are called upon now, and at all times, {0 renew the sentiments of
our most profound gratitude to the God of all mercy and grace for the precious gift of divine
truth and for the consoling hopesof life and immortality, asbmught to light hy -the blessed
Redeemer, Christ Jesus our Lord.
And I do further sarpestly rrggwmend that along with the devout acknowlcdgﬁment of the
mercies of Almighty God, we add our humble and fervent supplications for the aid of hus Holy
i bpmt to sanctify all these Dlessings, to their proper end, theainend ment of our lives and strength-
ening in our hearts the purposes of new obedience—that-lie would mercifally. pleass to bestow
hiis e Sectual benediction on all the public interests of the state and of the natien, and on the private
and lavw il enterprizes of our citizens—that he wouid prosper :me.’. extend the means of ueeful, lib-
eraland lt.‘hleUb instruction, and that the youth of the republic imbued with sound principies of
virtae, piety and pamotlsm 1may srow up, strenuousiy, to defend the fair inheritance which God
hath given uz, and to transmit it to the following agcmthat it would vlease him who holds in
his hands the hearts of all men, so to direct the cmmmls of the gencral governient, as most e
dectually te subrerve the best interests of this great people, uninfiuenced by private views, unper-

verted by party attachments, and neither seduced » o awed hy the intrigues or menaces ‘of for-
eign powers—that foreign injusticc way be rcpressed-—that the measures of our owh govern-

ment may be always actia ted by a spirit of justice, impartiality and temperate firrmmess towards
all netions—that our armies and navics may beunder the guidance and. protection of a kind
providence—that peace may e restored to our afllicted country, on ;ust and honorable terms—
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