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Thank{giving Sermon,

Delivered at the Universar MeeTinc-Housr

in Boston, February 19, 1795.
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Ob ! that men would praife the Lord for his gaaa’nefs, and
for his wonderful works to the children of men.

Let them exalt him alfo in the congregation of the peopk,land
praife him in the aﬂembly of the elders.

PsALM cvil. verfe 31. 3a. .
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. Psarwm Ixix. verfe 5.

I WILL PRAISE THE NAME OF GOD WITH A SONG, AND
] WILL MAGNIFY HIM WITH THANKSGIVING.

HEN we confider the propriety of ap-
proaching the God of our {alvation with
{ongs of thank{giving, and of fwelling to his name
the glad orifons of praife, we confefs that our bo-
foms are fraught with the animating glow of hope,
that on {uch a day as this there are very few who
are not impelled, by {entiments fully correfpondent
with the occafion, to join the general joy. To be
called upon by the illuftrious head of the United
States—to have this call feconded and enforced by
the venerable head of this Commonwealth—to be
~thus invited to celebrate the praifes of the auguft
and beneficent Father of our {pirits—thus direéted
to render thanks to him for the manifold difplays
of his goodnefls and mercy, vouchfafed toward us,
muit in truth elevate our hearts, muft originate the
moft {ublime and pleafurable feelings, and induce
us




'.Hiﬁﬂ-"‘
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us to refolve with the royal prophet, That we wil!

pmzfe the name of God with .a fong and mdgnf?
him with Thankfgiving, ’

The apoftle James dire&s thole who are merry
to fing pfalms, and David faid, « I will praife the
name of God with a fong.” T he knowledge of God
gl1ves peace. Tius is life elernalyto know thee, &c.

- acquaint now thyfelf with God, and be at peace. The
knowledge of God, as mamfeﬁed 1n his name, has
a tendency to £l the heart with joy, which will burft
forth in {fongs of praife. But what is this NaME,
the knowledo'e of which in{pires the {oul with a
refolution to celebrate the praife of God1n longs?

What 1s the name which contains {o much matter
for praife, and for thank{giving ? When Mofes
the fervant of God was appointed to deliver a mef-
lage to, and be the deliverer of, Gods people, he
requeifed the God who {ent him,to inform him what
anfwer he thould give the people, when they fhould
afk who fent him ; and on this he was tatight to fay
unto them, I AM hath fent me, and God fard more-
over unto Mofes, Thus [lialt thow fay unto the children
of Ifrael, The Lord God quowr fathers, the God of
Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God of Facob,
hath fent me unto you—this 1s my name forever, and
this 1s my memorial unto all ge:zemtzons After this
the prophet was taught to inform God’s people, that
the God of Abraham, of Ifaac, and of Jacob, was
the God of the whole earth, and when he bowed
the heavens and came down, in order to perform
all the rich promifes {o emphatically made to the
fathers : when he took on him our nature, he bore
the name of Emmanuel, which being interpreted, s,
God with us ! Behevmg as we do, that God was
manifeft in the flefh, whatever name he fuftains in

that
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that charaller, we are to confider as expreflive. of
his nature : thus his name Fefus contains {alvation,
‘not only from the confequence of fin, but alfo
from fin itfelf ; which by the facred penman,is {ty-
led, the glague of the heart—Dbut here it may not be

improper to point out a few of the names by which
the only wife God our Saviour 1s called.

Apam, 1 Cor. xv. 45 : EvErrasTting Fa-
rHER, Ifaiah ix. 6 : Eternal Life, 1 John v. 20 :
Faithful Witnels, Rev.i. 5: Fr1ieEND of finners,
Mal. ii. 19 : HEeir of all things, Heb. 1.-2 :
ProriTiaTION, JOhnvi. 33 : For the fins of the
whole world, 1 Johni1. 2 : REpEEMER, Ifarah lix.
20 : REringr, Mal. 1. g : The Lorp our
Righteoufnefs, Jer. xxiil. 6 : SANCTIFICATION, 1
Cor.1.30. Theleand many more names by which
the juft God and Saviour 1s made manifeft unto men,
are calculated to inipire the foul with grateful af-
fe€lion, and to make us fay 1n the language of the
{fweet finger of Ifrael, I will praife the name of
God with & fong, and magnify him with THANKS-
GIVING. - Godislove. He s that love which think-
eth no ewil. Herein 1s the love of God, not that we
loved him, but that He loved us, and gave himfelf for
us. Much is faid of the name of God in the rec-
ords of truth. Be it known unto you, faith the Lord,
for mine own name fake do I do this. The gracious
God frequently makes mention of the honour 6f his-
siame, upon which he will never {ufler a ftain, or
~¢ven the thadow of an impeachment. As many as
know the name ot God will frufi 1n him, and they
who, truft 1n the Lord are not. eafily moved. The
minds of thole who are ftaid on the Rock of ages,
are l{ipt:in peace, and their {pirits rejoice in God
their Saviour : They fing therefore with the fpirit,

| and

}
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ana with-the underflanding alfo, and they magnify
the Lord with thankigiving. But there was a time
when {ome of us thought, and there are many -who
ftill think, that God is as effe@ually praifed by the
. lamentations of corroding forrow, as by finging and

rejorcing.  Surely {uch perfons forget that it 1s not
the gloomy, but the cheerful f{ervant, who does
honour to his mafter. Yet itis in vain that we call
on any to be thankful, until they are made fully
lenfible of their obligations to” the Saviour of fin-
ners. ~In order, therefore, that we may upon this
aulpicious occafion, render unto the Lord unre-
ferved thanks, and thus unequivocally comply with
the direction of thofe who are {o defervedly in-
velted with authority ; taking al{o as our exemplar
the exalted head of the Jewilh nation. Thus ftim-
ulated, and thus {anéttioned, we will endeavour to
point out under the following heads, a {ew of the
innumerable bleflings by which we are {o eminent-
ly diftinguifhed.

- Furft. Natural,—Secondly. Civil,—And, Third-
ly, Spiritual Bleflings.

I. Natural. We have abundant caufe to thank
God that we are. There was a time that many of
us might have been unable to determine whether
our exiftence was really a blefling. Is there who
could give God thanks for'a being appointed
to endlefls forrow . We humbly conceive it hardly
pefhble for any individual to render to Deity the
grateful incenfe of fincere praife for a life, how-
ever eligible its prelent inveltiture, which muf, or
Hrobably may terminate 1n exquifite and never /end-
ing torment, But, for us, when we reflect; that
Infinite Wifdom could not have produced an; cnrd«enf*~

‘ , 0
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of intelligences without any defign ; that Infinite
Goodﬂze’ﬁ could only entertain the moft- beneficent

defrgn, and that Infinite Power could not be difap-
pointed relpetting his benignant purpofes, purpoled
in himlelf concerning the work of his hands. When
we have the joint {uflrages of the writers of Reve-
lation, even all God’s holy prophets from the begin-
ning of the world, together with the authority of
the Affembly of Dlvmes, who in anfwer to the firflt
queftion in their {horter Catechilm, inform us, that
God’s chief end in making many was his own glory
and their good. When we are moreover made to
know that for the pleafure of the Creator, who ta-
keth no pleafure in the death of the finner, we are
~and were created, we cannot but adopt the language
of the Poet; and while gratitude fublimes the fpi-
rit, we join iffue with hlm, and reverentially ex-

claim, {urely our Creator had mever created but to
blefs. It 1s thus under the influence of reafon and

revelation that we joyfully believe, and when be-
lrieving, in the name of our {faithful Creator, we

{pontaneoufly praife him with longs of triumph, we
extol that mercy which endureth for ever,and with
the orifons of Thank{giving we magnify his good-
nefs. Butwe are blefled with many bleflings which

{erve to render this being,even in the prefent ftate,
a well being.

I. Sight. Thisis an ineftimable blefling ;: for
while we are bound to give thanks to him who
made the éye, how innumerable the bleflings that
this blefling ferves asan inlet to. With the eye-we
behold the wonders of God 1n the heavens above,
and in the earth beneath, and, rapt in filial wonder,
with the infpired bard, we enraptured cry, |

“ Thefle are thy gloriods works, Parent of good—

L Almlghty” &ec, _
B With
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- With the eye we behold the reviving countenan-
ces of our much loved friends-giving, while we
are receiving ineffable delight.

I1. Hemz'%g. Is there who can calculate the
- value of this blefling ? How many {oul reviving
pleaiures find admittance through this avenue o

the {oul '

I1I. Speecch. How great the magnitude of this
mercy ; how mnumecrable our obhgatlons to the
maker of our frames for the organ of {peech; how
plealing to talk one to the otner, and to make
through this meaium the nvifeble vilible. What
muﬁc in the modulation of the human voice in
{peech ; how far beyond all inflruments which the
hand of the moft {killful human artift has ever yet
confirutted. Speech indeed proclaims the divini-
ty of its artift ; and it is endowed with correl-
ponding powers. It is frequently the harbinger of
peace, and many have been redeemed from the
grafp of delpair, by the heaven infpired {trains
whlch kave ifiued from this diftinguifhing organ

+ IV The ufe ofom limbs. How mvaluab]e this

blefling ; how much are we indcbted to him who
has fumlﬂled us with thele ufeful members of our
bodies, for the ftrength by, which they are nerved,
and for that agility, tlexibility and eale, with which
they are accommodated tb the VElI‘lOdS purpoies

of life.

V. Health. What would the whole world be

without this prime good. Health may be compar-
ed to thefun in the natural world ; 1t gilds and
beautifies every {urrounding objett, it tranquilizes
and {ooths the foul, and by 1ts genial influence ex-

- torts,
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torts, even from the frlgld bofom, the -fong of

praile.

VI. Reafon. The health of the mind. This
1s tranfcendantly great, beyond all utterance ; nor
1s.1t poilible too hl*ThlV L0 appreciate Its valur., :
Worthy of all adoration is that Being, who has 1i-
lumined the mind of man with this heaven hghted
lamp. It fecureth to our {pecies an indubitable
{uperiority over every other part of animated na-
ture : It enricheth us by the poffeflion of the firft
of blefings, and it endoweth us with a rational hore
of an amplc. harvelt in reverfion.

VII. The Earth and Waters, and the treafures
produced by both. Thele loudly call for our:
srateful and unceafing acknowledgments to that
Bemg, who cauleth the earth to bring forth abun-
dantly, who hath furnifhed it as a garden, libera! ly
{upplying 1t with whatever may ferve to treat the
tafte, or {mell or {ight, for food, for medicine, or
delight ;—who hath made, the tleafures of the deep
our own, fafhlonmg thole {eas which {eemed to roll
their waves infurmountable barriers to all commu-
nication between the nations, as convenient paths
for thole commodious vehicles, which, wafted for-
ward by propitious winds,” more effettually pro-
duce reciprocal advantages, and diffeminaté the

conciliating and benevolent idea. of . univerfal
brotherhood. 5 '

-

But how little do we know of ourfelves, or our
accommodations ;—how very little of the parts that
are moft obvious. We dwell ina houle thatis in-

deed admirably contrived both for ornament and
ufe ; we look out at the windows, and havea con-

~iufed profpeét of the furrounding {cenes. But at .
_ home—

-
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home—what very ftrangers! Yet the moft curlory
or {uperficial view, will give us to know that we
are fearfully and wonderfully made, that he who
made us, upholdeth-us 1n life, that his goodnefs far
tranfcendeth all defcription, and that therefore 1t
is our moft realonable {ervice to celebrate his prai-
fes, who hath thus falhioned, and who {till pre-
lerveth us, with the {ong of gratitude, and to mag-
nify him with thank{giving.

Let us not iay, that the ineftimable bleflings,
which have been thus'feebly {ketched, are not pe-
culiar to us ; that we have them in common with
our kind, and that therefore they do not call for
our grateful acknowledgments. Are then the lar-
gefles of a benefattor leflened, becaufe his munifi-
cences is as extenfive as his power ? What! fhall
we refufe to give God thanks, becaufe Ae s good
unto all 2 becaufe hzs tender mercies are over all his
works 2 Should thefe bleflings appear lefs valuable
becaufe they are enjoyed by others ? Far, very far
from every one of us, be {uch difingenuous, 1llib-
eral, and felfilh conclufions. But the truth 1s, that
we enjoy many difcriminating mercies ; and while
1t 1s a falt, that no individual i1s deftitute of a mo-
tive for thank{giving, upon us the calls for grati-
tude are immeafurably accumulated. We can fee
the blind, we can Aear the deaf, we can talk of the

dumb, we can walt to the lame, we can vi/it the fick,
we can behold with {ympathizing concern the in-

Jane, that unfortunate being, who, pierced by the
barbed arrows of affli€tion, is doomed to fuffer all
the tortures which are attendant upon  moping
-melancholy, and moon-firack madnefs.” We can
behold many, very many, fuffering in the want of
thole comiorts, which we are made richly to enjoy.
| | How
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How natural the queftion, Why are we not ina
fituation fimilar to that of thofe diftrefled {uflerers
whom we contemplate ? The anf{wer (hould be made
with reverential-gratitude : It 1s of the Lord’s iree
mercy. alone that we are not; and we will there-
fore {ay with the Plalmift, I will praife the name of
God with a fong,and magnify him with thank/grving.

But, Secondly. Itisa very plealing part of our
duty, that enjoins us to give thanks to God for the
bleflings of civil government. Without that order
which 1s produced by government, we {hould hold
the bleflings of life on a very precarious tenure.

“Mankind from the carlieft ages have feemed 1n
fome {ort {enfible of this important faét : the abfo-
lute neceffity of civil arrangements, is juftified by
experience, and varicus are the modes of govern-
ment which the wildom of Legiflatures hath de-

vifed.

The different modes thus devifed, have been al-

lowed their refpettive trials, and have been appro-

- bated or condemned, as they have been found

capable of an accommodation with the circum-

ftances and exigencies of men, and of the times in
which they were operative.

The mode of government which either by force
or fraud hath moft generally prevailed ih our
world, i1s monarchical.” Writers of diftinguifhed
eminence and great celebrity have conceived, that

- the mode of government which is the moft fimple,
1s the beft calculated to promote the true intereit
of fociety ; and they have not hefitated to' pro-

nounce, that an abfolute monarchy being the leaft
complex, would undoubtedly be the moft b*eneﬁ'-
cial,
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cial, tuppoling the prince a good man ; but as man
in /zzs beft eflate is w'nzz‘y, and there 1s no one good but
God,—No one fave the monarch of heaven being
good enou0h to be entrufted with unlimited powe; :
men of reafon and reiflection have thought the in-
tereft of fociety greatly ameliorated, by {ubltitu-
ting in the place of abfolute, a 'rfﬂ'rzﬂed monarchy ;
but this not fully an{wering the purpoles of civil
government, fome have adopted an ariflocracy,
where deftroying one tyrant, they eftablifh a gov-
ernment adminiftered by a combination of tyrants ;
and a few great men imperioufly divide among
themfelves the {poils of royalty, by which they are
enabled ftill more to aggrantize themfelves, and
their defcendants by the labours of the many.

The next mode of government, if it 1s entitled
to {o regular an appellation, is that of a fimple
democracy. The children of Ifrael dazzled by
the pageantry which 1s an appendage of royalty,
cnvied their proud neighbours the pofleflion of
thefe gew gdws ; they [ought to imitate them, and
became clamorous for king ; the prophet of the
Lord laid before them the ,dreadful confequences
that would affuredly refult from the indulgence
which they fo ardently {olicited, and he expatiated
in language the moft emphatic, upon the glaring 1m-
propriety, and God difhonouring impiety, of rejett-
ing the reign and equitable dommatlon of the only
fovereign, who wore the crown for the general
benefit of his fubjefts. The pride-however of the
IHraelites got the better of their piety ; they rufhed
into the fnares which were laid for them, and by

obtaining a king, fatally realized the prophetic pre-
dittion. .

One of tne oleateﬁ nations that ever flourifhed.
upon
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upon the face of the earth for a long fucceffion of
years, have groaned under the yoke of an ablolute
monarchy, until unable any longer to bear the ac-
cumulating evils, attendant on that mode of gov-
ernment, urged by the influence of the lamentable
confequences of oppreflion, embodying their for-

ces, hey have overturned the throne, and buried
under its ruins perhaps the beft man that ever filled

it. Naturally dreading the effett of that power
which their experience taught them to {hun, they
fled for protettion to a fimple democracy ; but in
the centre of their new arrangements, the black and
bloody ftandard, ercéted by Robelpierre, (who
(cemed to combine in himfelf the effence of every
fpecies of tyranny) had nearly threatened to extir-
pate from that favoured nation, whatloever was
praife w01thy and of good report, among perfons
and things. The nation rouled once more to a
{enfe of their danger, appear determined to re-
cede from this worﬁ this moft defolating {pecies of
tyranny ; and now that they have eretted the ban-
ner of fraternal affe@ion, we breath a fervid prayer
that they may allure their brethren to take refuge
under its protetting fhadow. . Allied as we are to
this nation, both by interelt and inclination, we can-’
not help giving thanks to God for them ; and wé cor-
dially repeat our prayers, that they may ultimately
be as blefled and as happy, as we ourlelves are.

Perhaps no nation under heaven, at any perlod
of time, hath had {o much realon to praife the name
of God with fongs, and to magnify him with thanks-
giving, as we have. Planted here by the hand of
the Molt ngh, and even Kings fora ¢ime, render-
‘ed by that Being in whofe hands the hearts of all

are, ‘protetting fathers, our increafe was rapid.
‘ | ‘The



(16 )

The nation under whole {hadow we grew, regard-
ing with envy our growing greatnefls, deviled means
to make our proiperity fub{erment to their ambi-
tious purpoles. But that {overeign difpofer of
events, whole purpoles are not to be defeated, and
who flill fruftrates the artful devices of defigning
men, raifed up among ourlelves men divinely in-
{pired, and endowed with that wif{dom and true he-
roiim, which enabled them to make a vigorous ftand
againit the encroachments of arbitrary power.
Threatened with the vengeance of incenied Majel-
ty, whoie miniiters prepared to execute his fanguin-
ary decrees, and whole military veterans {warmed
in our capital, our people, neverthelefs, left them-
{elves at home : and they were, almoit unmiverfally,
ftrangers to fear. It wasat this period, in the time
of the greatefl danger, that the arm of the Lord was
efpecially revealed, in the choice made by infinite
wifdom, of that lluﬁuous character,who headed the
~virtuous band of patriot heroes. He, like the
celebrated Roman chief, made 1t his ftudy to gain
the viftory over his own and his country’s foes,
not by taking, but by preferving their lives.  With
more than Fabian virtue, the breaft of the patriot
warrior was uniformly nerved, until at length un-
der the aulpices of the prote&mg arm of the Al-
mighty, a period was put to a lengthened {cene of
forrows, by the commencement of peace. At this
period let us ftop, and take for a moment a retroi-
peflive view. Without money which hath been
called the finews of war ; without military mater:-
als, without internal {trength or external aid : the
people, firange to tell, were in{pired with refolution
to gOo forward : the humane monarch of the French
nation beheld us with lympathizing concern ; he
lent us timely aid ; bis armies, his navy appeared on
OUr-
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our land and on our coaft, and we fang praifes te
our God. Onthe conclufion of the war ,they return-
ed to their own country again, and we fﬂmgmﬁea’
his name with thankfgiving.

[ am aware my friends, that thefe are fubjetts
upon which I can give you no information ; but
upon {uch a day.as this, we may be allowed to re- .
trace the {plendid events which illume our annals.
It 1s becoming to {ummons the power of recollec-
tion, to- dwell upon the diftinguithing goodnefs of
him who prefideth in the heavens, that thus we may
feel ourlelves impelled with grateful joy, to Praife

the name of our God with a foazg, and to magnify
him with thankfgiving.

The illuftrious chief who lead our patriot bands
through all the rugged {cenes of military life, con-
dutted the victorious troops to a triumphant clofe,
nor feparated himfelf from the embattled hoits, un-
til enwreathed with the bleflings of peace, they were
at liberty to feek her calm retreats ; and it 1s with
{uperior pleafire that we mark the celebrious war-
rior combBining the fublime wifdom of the legifla-
tor, with that ﬂu]ful valour which diretted our fol-
diers in the moft fuccefsful paths : while thus qual-
ified, at the head of the civil department he points

our citizens the fureff way to fecure the advamages
contemplated from returning peace.

Peace attained, we fancied ourfelves at the end of
our labours, that we had already obtained the fum-
mit of that for which we are this day to praife the
name of God with a fong, and to 'mdgmfy him with

thankfgiving. But many revolving months rolled
on, before our wifhes were crowned with a gov-

ernment, at once the boaft and envy of the world.
C Ovuxr
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Ovur government 1s not monarchical, it 1s not
ariftocratical,’1t is not democratical ; but 1t 1s tnfi-
nitely preferable to all, It 15 Federal,

QOur Federal Conflitution being a colleftion of
conftitutions, is:on earth, what the galaxy, or mil Iky
way, 1s in the heavens, where the combining luftre
of the ftars form one glorious {plendour, which, in-
ftead of diminithing the light of any partlcu]ar lu-
minary, adds to the tranfcendent brightnefs of the
whole. How greatly are we indebtéd to Divine
goodnels for infpiring the fame men with abilities
to plan this government, to whom he had before
given that intrepid valour and dauntlefs bravery,
which procured and guaranteed our Independence.
Bleft above the nations of the earth in ourlocal cir-
cumftances, more than three thoufand miles remov-
ed from bad neighbours, from thofe whofe intereft
it would be to embarrafs, and from all the inter-
ruptions ‘derived therefrom. No {ooner were our
arms laid by, than we were enabled calmly to attend
to the important bufinefs of leélﬂaﬁon, well know-
ing that good government was the omy {ure means

of afcertalmna the enJoyment of the bleﬂincrs of
pedce.  Our government was not formed under

the eye or influence of aliens, of open or {écret en-
emies : It was formed by ourfelves ; and fraternat
c:onﬁdence was the order of that aufpicious era.

ﬂ’

Perhaps no perlod in the annals of time, hath
marked a group of fuch illuftrious chara&ers aflem-

bled for deliberations replete with confequences fo
“truly interefting, 1o extenfively important. In the

fore ground, with ineflable delight we recognize
WASHINGTON, a FRANKLIN, an ADAMs, &c
&c. &c. The F edelal government, the refult of
the
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the united wifdom of thefe heaven taught fages,
with all its excellence, was not, either by force, or
ingenious devices, prefled Upon the people. The
mhabltants of. every State, in their {everal capaci-
ties, were flummoned to deliberate thereon. Wii-
dom diétated every ftep, and like every other work
of God, the clofer the rurv'f:‘y, the fuller the invefti-
gation, the ftri€ter the {crutiny, the more its. beau-

ties and excellence were difcovered ; until being
found to poffefs all the good of every government,

without the evil, the true ore being {eparated from
the drofs, it. was received with gratcful tran{portt,
as heavens laft beft gift to a world, which had long
contemplated the mighty blefling:  For this we will

praifethe name of God witha fong,and mamwfy hiim
'wzt/z t/zan/ﬁfgzvzng |

But fuch, alas ! is the nature of man 1n its pref-
ent depraved tate, that either through weaknefs or
w1ckedne[q, _[ome willendeavour to raife themlelves
on the ruin of others ; thus,as far.as thcy are abl le,
interrupting thé order of things, and break the
peace of fouety It was with dcep regret that we-

witnefledgeVen in thlS enlightened btate, {omcthing

of this fort, with & Very alarming afpeét, manifelt-
ing its perniciols ind mnovatmg lllflue.:;ce but
the wifdom of a Bo wpoiN, and the lenlent meai-
ures of a H ANCOCEK, (names which wiil be for ever
dear to the citizens of this Commonwealth) not
only checked tne progrels, but we traft, wholly
eradicated the pmh{m evil.

The bod/ po‘{m;«. has frequently been con 1par-+
ed to the natural/body. Qur ¥ ~ederal governmeant
contains the heafl and heart of this body the State
governments maw/ he canfide: ed as the 1‘*1fﬂ~mb.. l';:a‘-

* / - _— . T 1 |

]
} *
|
i

v
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in their various defcription, and asthe blood, which
is faid to be the sze of the creature, comes from the
heart, and circulating to the extremities, returns to
the heart again ; {o ever fince the eftablifhment of
the Federal -government, the life of the body bath
appeared 1n thts direction, and it is to this, under
God, that we owe the health and vigour of the
body But as the head and heart would be ufelefs
without the reft of the body, we are to give God
thanks for the ConsTiTUuTIONS 0f government,
which uniie, and by thewr union eftablifi liberty with
order. Wlthout thlb order, it 1s obvious that the
exiftence of the FEpEraL Government would be
no more, and hence the neceffity of paying - atten-
tion to the parts, for the prefervation of the whole.

AL When,” faith our illuftrious Prefident, ¢ we

“ review the calamities which affliét fo many other
“ nations, the prefent condition of the United
¢ States, affords much matter of confolation and
¢ fatisfation. Our exemption hitherto from for- -
“ eign wars—an 1ncreafing proipett of that exemp-
“ tion—the great degree of internal tranquility we
““ have enjoyed—--—the recent confirmatipn of that
‘“ tranquillity, by the {uppreflion of an infurrettion,
“ which {o wantonly threatened it—the happy
““ courfe of our public affairs in general—the un-
““ exampled profperity of all claffes of our citizens,
are c1n,g:umﬁances which pecuharly mark our {it-
“ uation with indications of the Divine Benefi-
“ cence towards us.” How pleafing this enumer-
ation, how animating to find the Head of our Fed-

eral government, after a review| of the foregomg
fiate of things, callmo upon his beloved fellow citi-
zens throughout the Union, to acknowledge with

devout reverence and aﬁe&zonate gmtztude, their ma-
!. 7y

24

.it
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ny and great obligations to Almighty God, and to
vmplore him to continue and confirm to us the bleff-
ings we. experience. How inexpreflibly delightful
to behold the heart of this truly great man {uitably
and deeply imprefled with {entiments {o proper and
{o becoming. How alluringly perfuafive his patri-
otic voice, thus in the language of parental affec-
tion, 1nviting all religious fociebres and denomina-
tions, and all perfons whomfoever within the United
States, although they may belong to no religious
fociety or denomination, on this day to meet togeth-
er and - render their fincere and heart-felt thanks to
the great ruler of nations, for the manifold and fig-
nal mercies which diftinguifh our lot as- @ nation.
- Can we forbear perfuading ourfelves that each in-
dividual attending to fuch precepts, and under the
influence of fuck an example, will naturally and
{pontaneoufly call -upon his fpirit to blefs the God
of his f{alvation, crying ‘with holy tranfport, Blefs "
the Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his benefits.
To remember all the manifold mercies of Jehovah
would be impoffible ; they are more in number than
the hairs of our head ; they are the coevals of our |
exiltenice, and every breath we draw is an added
proof of immeafurable goodnefs. But it is indeed
true,as has been frequently obferved, that the moft
acceptable way of improving the mercies of our
‘God, 1s.to recelve them with thank{giving ; and it
1s undoubtedly incumbent upon us to engrave up-
on the memory, as many of the innumerable bene-
fits which we derive from the inexhauftible {ource

-

of divine munificence, as the limited conception of
frail mortality can grafp. ' a

- Among the firlt of our temporal ._bleiﬁngé,'upon
this occafton, with heart-felt gratitude we cannot
' * " ' but
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but trace that divine interpofition which hath fo
gracioufly wrought for us the prefervation of our
peace, foreign and domeftic. Ineftimable are the
bleflings of tranquillity. Our {ympathizing hearts
have fuffered from wars, although we were afflicted
only by the hearing of the ear. How dreadful
then to be drawn into the vortex of this defolating
calamity ; arrd how much are we indebted to the
obje& of our filial reverence, who in the hands of
our God and Father, hath been made an inftrument
oi preferving us from this great evil, and all the
direful confequences that follow 1a 1ts train.  But
although foreign war 1s a calamity ever to be dep-
recated, domeftic or civil war involves a feries of
yet greater ills : many of us have'had an opportu-
nity of forming fome faint 1dea of this defolating
evil among ourfelves. - But very faint indeed mulit
_be the 1dea we can form from any thing which we
have ever witneffed in this highly diftinguifhed na-
tion, when compared with what we have been 1n-
formed of 1n other countries, both 1n ancient and
in modern times,

We were alarmed fometime {ince, by the" dread
apprehenfion of the contagtous {pread of this defo-
lating and truly fhocking ravager ; but the timely
fuppreflion -of this infurrettion, as well as the
manner 1n which 1t was fupprefled, infpires us upon
this aufpicious occafion with unceafing gratitude.
How muft the patriotic mind, the federal bolom
have fwelled with confcious p]ea{ure, to view fo
large a colle&tion of virtuous citizens leaving their
calm retreat, and marchingon in a cool difpaflion-
ate manner, w1th the bright example of their belov-
ed chief in their eye, and a meafure of the fame

philanthropic benignity,that he in fo great a degree
(wc
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(we had almoft faid without meafure) poffefled: in
their hearts, determined to preferve the conflitu-
tion, the laws, and :f poflible, the people who had
violated them. See with what tender pity, with
what mild compaflion this father of his country
views this deranged part of the family. See how
like the parent of the univerle, he conquers the re-

fraftory by love. See how under the benign influ-
ence of true patriotifm, the political ftorm {ubfides,

the funny. beams of {erenity are reftored, and the
halcyon days of internal peace and confcicns fecu-
rity, confequent thereon, have commenced. Mark
‘with what 1neffable delight our virtuous citizens
return to their homes, now more than ever endear-
ed unto them, while their hearts glow with {ecret
{atisfattion,in the confideration that the earth over
which they have pafled, Hath not drank in their

- e
brother’s blood. | ,_ ,.

Is there who can beliold the-elevated and impref-
five {cene, without exclaiming with the Plalmift, I

will praife the name of God, with a fong, and magmfy
him with thankjgiving £ .

We have already obferved that the body politic
has been compared to the natural body ; and as the
natural body 1s fubjett to difeafes, {o alfo is the
body politic ; but if any part of the natural body 1s
difeafed, this gives pain to the whole ; {o that'if one
member fuﬂ"ers, all fuffer; yet the fuffenng parts
hate not thesr own flefh ; they will endeavour to re-
move the comp]amt, but not the member diforder-
ed. Paffions too, it is faid, are the elements of life ;
“and perhaps thele partial evils may indeed be pro-
duétive of general good. Were it not that the fea
is frequently thrown into a tempeftuous flate by

the
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the force of the winds, it would become a {tagnate
mafs of corruption ; and although fome evils take.
place in confequence of their ftorms and tempelts,
yet the evils which would refult from their per-
petual abfence; would be of infinitely greater mag-
nitude., -

Although our conftitution of government may
be,in the judgment of the wife and virtuous of both
hemifpheres, thie neareft perfettion of any ever yet
formed for the benefit of human nature, yet, though
the neareft to perfettion, it may not be perfeli ; and
although the men who are by divine Providence
placed at the head of our government, may be as
near perfeftion as any men in {uch circumitances
ever were, yet they are not perfeéf. Perfeélion 1n
the prefent imperfett flate, is not the lot of bu-
manity. Thefe confiderations may give rife in the
bofoms of many individuals, to feelings that a
judgment of charity may denominate a Godly jeai-
oufy ; they may admire and love our conititution
{fo much, that their apprehenfive minds may {uifer
in the dread of any change taking place in it ; and
agitated by thele painful apprehenfions, their confe-
quent fears may form conjettures that may exift no
where but in their own imaginations ; and as the
evils apprehended, are in the nature of things pofii-
ble, perfons of this defcription, while they do no
more than a&l the part of vigilant watchmen, are
certainly excufable. It would be well, however,
as we {uffer through life almoft as much from imag-
inary as from rcal evils, if fuch perfons could dil-
mifs their fears, and ferve their country and their
God, without fear and in newnels of life : atleait 1t
would be well if they could avoid innoculating their
brethren with this infetion. | o

Yet
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Yet as the richts of man are the rz‘gi’ts of cvery
man, {o every man has a right to think for himf{elt’;
and if he will cloath his thouqhts in decent ]an-
guage, he has a right to cxhibit them before the
public. “But bleffed be God we are as a people well
cnough acquamted with the rights of man,to know
that they give no-man a right to do wromg.  On the
whole, as dlffelence of opinion marks the charac-
ter of mankind at large, and as our free conflitution

admits of this, what have we to do but mutually to
agree to differ, well knowing that while we keep

within legal bounds, that admirable conftitution,
- like an 11‘1dulo’ﬂ-m parent, will {pread over us its pro-
“tefting wings. Let us then ‘my friends, however
‘we may feel ourfelves difpoled to cenlure men or
| meafures,lcave 1t to the unmﬂzmzced determination
of the majority of free citizens, to approve or dif-
approve, agreeably to the direttion of their beft in--
tormed Judgmem Yet as ftrength is eftablilhed by
union, and nothing can be more defireable than
unity of {pirit in the bond of peace, it Is every man's
duty, 1t 1s every man’s interefl, to exert himfelf for
the promotion and eftablithment of peace. Blefled
are the peace makers, they thall be called the chil-
dren of God. Butas oppofition always begets op-
pofition, {o the mild influence of peaceful mealures
are the belt calculated to beget and preferve peace ;
and it is a. truth, that foft anfwers turneth away
wrath, whlle grievous words ftirreth up anger.

As our Conftitution is the boaft of the unpreju.
diced part of the world, fo it is the envy of the ma-

lignant, the ambltlous, and the defigning, both
abroad and at home. Diitinguifhed and hwhlv
blefled as we are, we cannot be without’ e‘(telnal |

and 1nternal foes, and it 1s difficult for any but him
D | who
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who trieth the reins, fometimes to determine who
they are ; but a lover of his country, when he be-
holds Amerlcan citizens contending, czcrzmomou/ly
contending with each other, feels as did Mofes,
when he beheld his countrymen ftriving with each
other in Egypt,and impelled by his feelings, he will
involuntarily adopt the language of the Hebrew
patriot, ¢ Sirs, why do ye thus, are ye not brethren P
Little do thele contendmg parties know how much
gratification they afford to the worft part of their
{pecies by this conduét.

Yet it is with inexpreflible pleafure, that we are
cnabled to indulge the pleafing hope, that in this
moft refpeCtable branch of the Union, thefe con-

tentions will never be carried to any very injurl-
ous lengths. The good {enfe and amor patria of
the cu;u:en.:, at large, will always oblige them to {a-
crifice private interefts, and what ts fometimes more
difficuli, to {acrifice private refentments alfo.to the
public good.  The virtuous mind gathers great
confolation, while beholding men of every delcrip-
tion, mixing together on public occalions, and
looking with a benignant aipett upon each other.
This 1s the Lord’s doings, it 1s marvellous 1n our
eyes, and we will, therefore, praife his name with a

fong, and mao‘mfy him with thankfgiving.

Blefled .as we are, conﬁdemnc1r the uncertainty of
human affairs, we cannot forbedr humbly and fer-
vently to befeech the kind Author of ‘thefe blefl-

sings, that he would vouchfafc gracioufly to prolong
them to us—that he would imprint upon our hearts a
deep and folemn fenfe of our obligations to him for
them—to teach us rightly to f’/?mate thewr immenfe
value—ihat he would preferve us from the arrogance

of
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of profperity, and from MAZARDING the ADVAN-

TAGES WE ENJOY,BY DELUSIVE PURSUITS—¢at
he would difpofe us to merit ¥ the continuance of thefe
ks favours, by not abufing them, by our gratitude -for
.them, and by a correfpondent conduét, as citizens and
‘as men—ithat he would render this country more and
more, a fafe and propitious afylum, for the un-
fortunate of other countries—that he would extend
antong us true and ufeful knowledge—that he would

zﬁufe and eftablifh habits of fobriety, orders mo-
rality, and piety ; and, finally, that he would 1m-

part all the bleffings we poffefs, or afk for ourfelves,

fo the wrHoLE FaMILY of MANKIND., How ele-
vating to reflett, that at this hour the individuals,
who, in the aggregate, compole the molt favoured
nation, on the face of our globe, with their beloved
chief at their head, are thus with grateful hearts,
looking over the rent-roll of their inheritance, ac-
“ knowledging to whom they are indebted for all,
and with one voice, {aying, Not unto us, not unto us,
but unto thy name, O Lord, be all the glory, praying
at the {ame time with fervour of devotion, not for
themfelves only, but for the refidue of mankind.
Surely no day like the prefent, ever exhibited fuch
an epitome of that ftate of being, which 15 only
more blefled than ours. o -

But while we contemplate with gratefui tranfport
our natural and civil rights, and all thefe attendant
bleflings, which, by Divine favour, we {o richly
enjoy, let' us not pafs over, in filence, our relig-
wus rights and privileges ; thele are, of all oth-
ers, the moft valuable and beft eftablifhed RicuTs
oF MaN : w1th0ut thefe, all our other bleflings

would

* Though-we may not mert ought from Him to whom we fland indebt-
ed for all we pollels, yet we may from cach other.
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would only {erve to make hfe wretched, in the
dread apprehenfion of-death. The Father of mer-
cies hath blefled the io;ourmrs in the prefent-world
with a rich inheritance, but 1t 15 defiled, and 1t fad-
eth away ; but in Abraham’s feed we are blefled with
an inheritance, wicorruplible and undefiled, and if:at
fadeth not away. Here, our peace 1s hable to be

broken, but the peace made by the blood of the c'rofs
1s that peace wkhich paffeth all u'ndw/z anding, and,
being the covenané of ‘God’s peace, i fhall never be
removed,

This ftate of things cannot be our 7¢f, for 1t 1s
de;zled but there is a e/t rémaincth for the people
of Goa, where nothing that e;ileﬁlf’z,‘/’7a can ever cnter.
As citizens of this world, with all the bleflings that
we enjoy, revelation and reflection teaches us to
expett tribulation ; but as fellow-citizens with the
{aints, and of the houff"hold of faith, we look for-
ward to unmter}.qptcd pleaiures for evermore.

Glancing over our {piritual bleffings, + am 1n:
duced to pronounce them innumerable : in them we
have, the free gift of God, e'z)e?’laﬂmg l?fe and for
this we thank him moit fncereiy We are bound

alfo to give thanks on behalf of all mankind, inaf-
| Hmuch as he, who is our life,is alfo the iife of the
aorld. " God fo loved the world, that he gave them

;_']ZZS SO?'&, and th, SOTL, thUS 0‘]\?@1]3 ga»(rg /;ymfgﬂ[ a

~ganfom for all—he died fo'r the fins of the whole
world ; he tafted, by the grace of God,death for every
"*,man he was delivered up to deat/zfor ws all ; and it
is therefore that he is the Saviour of all men, to be
teflified in due time. . Is fin the fource of forrow !
He was 'mamfcj%d bo take away our fins,to redeem us
Jfrom all ngzmy, and {0 pumfy us Lo /zszelf Is the
’ o knowledﬁc
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knowledge of God neceflary to the enjoyment of
God ? T/ze fhall all know him, faith the Lornp,
from the leaﬂ unto the greateft. Can no man know
the things of God, but by the {pirit of God ? I¢ s
written, they [hall be all tawght of God. Are the peo-
ple unwilling to come to God / life 2 They /hall

~ {aith the. Lord be willing in the day of my power.

‘Have they made a covenant with death, and an
- agreement with hell ? Thus faith the Lord, Your
covenant with death [hall be broken, and your agree-
ment with hell [hall not fland. Have the people
fold themfelves for nought ? They fhall be redeem-
ed without money. - Does death and hell hold many,
very many wretched captives ? Death and hell fhall
deliver up the dead—the firft fhall be fwallowed up of
victory, and the fecond fhall be caft into the lake of
fire. O deatn, {aith the Lord, 1 will be thy plague,
O grave, hades, or hell, I wzll be thy deftruétion.
Do the kingdoms of the world wander after the
bealt ¥ do they worfhip this beaft in the Chyrch, in -
the Séate ¢ The kingdoms of the world fhall become
the kingdom of God and of his Chrifi. Does the
whole creation groan and travail in pain together 2
They fhall be brought into the glorious liberty of the
fons of God ; and there fhall be no more painy for

God, cven our God, fhall wipe away every tear from
every eye. Thus {peaks the oracles of ‘God, thus

{pake the Faithful and True : Andis it poﬁible

that we can attend to fuch foul-fatisfying {ounds as
thefe, than mufic 1n 1t its {ofteft firains more fweet,
without joining with the royal prophet, without

" adopting his language, and from the abundance of
the heart, exclaiming—1I will praife the name of

God with a fong, and magmﬁ) hum wzth thankf-
gLuing.

But
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But while we > contemplate the bleflings fecured
to us by our Saviour God, we thould not be un-
mindful of the privileges of a religious nature, by

which we are diftinguithed 1n this prefent world.
We have now no imperious dogmatizing creed-
makers, availing themielves of their mﬂuence over
the {fecular power to enforce their opinions.  Pre-
cifely according to the diftates of our own con-
{ciences, we can now worthip our God.: We can
now, in our way to public worthip, interfeét each
other’s paths,without the Imalleft dread of cenfure,
without encountering the malignant glance or the
fupercilious fncer. We can now confels the ties
of amity, although we do not worfhip in the fame
place, or entertain the fame 1deas of the -objett of
of our adoration. The philofopher of Varnele,
fpeaking of Pennfylvania, pronounced it the Para-
dife of the globe; and rendering a realon for this
dectfion, ¢¢ There,” faid he, ¢ every man thinks
« for himfelf, and without terror he can publifh his
6¢ thougbts —In that happy country,there are {uch
¢¢ a variety of fells, that no one party canever ac-
“ cumulate'a number large enough to trample on

¢ the reft.” DBlefled be the God of our falvation,
this fignal advantage is not now confined to that
favoured flate, but this vaft indulgence 1s now the
ineftimable privilege of the United States ;. and
right happy are we to find, that certain. chara&ers,
havmg 1oft the power to opprefs, have al{o, In a-
very great degree, loft the inclination. *

How aftonifhing the change which hath taken
p}ace 1n this country, and how friendly to the 1n-
terefls of {ociety this change ; and fhould we pro-
grefs in the way- of peace, what may not be our fu-

ture ImMprovements Y Surely, from the prefent ap-
pearances,
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pearances, it 1s natural to indulge a hope, that our
minifters will be minifters of peace, that they will

approve themfelves workmen who need not be

~athamed ; that as followers of them who through faith
and patience inherit the promafes, they will from the
abundance of their believing hearts, declare the
miniftry of reconciliation, afluring every creature,
-that God was n Chfrg[i, reconciling the world unto
himfelf, not imputing wnto them their trefpaffes, and
calling upon them in the language of unfeigned af-
- fettion, thus befeeching them in Chrift’s ﬁeazd to be
- reconciled unto God, afluring them, as a further in-
ducement to their bemg thus reconciled, that the
Saviour although fe perfonally Anew no fin, was

made fin for them, that they may be made the 'rzgh-'
~ teoufnefs of God in him. -

“ -

- May we not rationally cherifh hope, that under
the influence of the {pirit of the meek and lowly
Mafter, whom they profefs to {erve, they will not
only preach peace by the blood of the crofs, but that
they will, both by precept and example, lead their
flocks into the way of peace, which s the way ev-
erlafting. May we not encourage hope, that un-
der the conftraining intluence of the love of Chrilt,
“they will lead their hearers to love ‘God, who ﬁ?ﬂ

.+ loved them, and, as the chofen of God, to-loyeone-

another, with pure hearts, fervently. And thus:
fhall the religion of our Saviour God appem to bgr

f'ﬁ.; g-h.

what it really is—worthy-of all acceptation. 1\{?@?

we not, without:being too fanguine, entertam;asn

;o 1""-'!!{*

expe&atlon, that the era approaches, when, inftéad
of the odious diftin&ions of, orthodox and hetero-
dox, of democrat and anﬁocrat, of federal and an-

ti-federal, we may, as the children of one Father,
as membera of the fame community, find 1t as much |

“ - Our
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our interefl as our"'duty, to do good unto aZZ and

thas approve ourfelves- the children of our. Fat/ze}"
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Under fuch bcmgne‘nt aufplces.,' may ‘we 0‘6 ‘OnF
our way rejoicing, faying, Not on this day onlyr
but on every future day of our lives—7 will mzfe

the namé. of God witlsta. fong, and I wzll‘rmcgmfy
him with. Thank[giving., ~ And that this may.be our

mutual felicity, may God, of his infinite mercy,

grant, through Jefus Chrlﬁ to-. whom be* 3101*}_;‘,%
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now, henceforth and forever.

Amen.: “



