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ON

" Dr. MIDDLETONY

SERMON, &

Thus Jaith the Lord, concerning the Prophets
that make my People err, and bite with their
Teeth, and cry, Peace: He that putteth not
into therr Mouths, they even prepare War
aganft im. Mican iil. ¢,

A|\F all Offences, againft God or
$it Man, the Rights of Nature, or the
et Laws of Nations, none can be
weee S0 - more odious and fhocking, more

BJR | peftilent and big with Deftru@ion,
than Falfhood from the Pulpit,
and Fraud in the Mouthof a Prieft. Itis 2 moft
malignant Wickednefs, heinous in its Nature,
baneful and deadly in its Effefts. It betrays a Truft
of all others the moft important, it corrupts the
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Hearts of Mankind. It belies the Voice of the
God of Truth, and brings in the Father and Foun-
tain of Light, to. aid the Works of Darknefs,
ulher’d in with all the Pomp of facred Truth,
and afferted in the Terms of divine Infpiration
and Authority. The moft infamous Errors and.
Abfurdities are imprefs’d upon the Minds of
Men, nay, enforc’d by the Terrors of Hell and
the Pains of eternal Damnation. Whole Nations
may thus be deluded into Ruin, Calamities multi-
ply’d, and Miferies diffus’d. All Iniquities fan-
¢tify’d, all Morality perverted, and'the Face of
Nature an’ aftonithing Scene of Enormity and De-
folation, |

T o check the Progrefs of Pulpit Proftitution, to
expofe the Impiety of Sermomizing Libellers, and the
‘horrible Defigns of #olves in Sheeps Cloathing, is to
aid the Caufe of Virtue and Morality, to affert our
Right to Liberty and Happinefs. It vindicates
Chriftianity againft thofe who would wickedly abufe
and betray ‘it. It refcues 1ts Orders and Ofhices
from geneval Indignation and Contempt. It de-
feats the unjuft and dithoneft Attempts of thofe who
would delude Mankind. It brings them into
deferved Abhorrence, and deters the Imitation of
fuch odious Examples.

How admirably well did that excellent Prelate,
who fhines at the Head of this Diocefe, recom-
"‘mend to us all thislaudable Work, in the firf of
his Pafloral Letters. His Lordihip complain’d
with great Reafon, how the Sins of a few were
charg’d as the Offences of all; how particular
Men of the Funftion were made a Reproach to
the Order; and particular Offenders occafion’d
Imputations upon the whole Body of the Clergy.
He caution’d us wifely againft every Miftake of
this ‘Nature, and that the Priefthood in general

might
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might not be accus’d or condemn’d, on Account
of any vicious or immoral Clergyman. He ex-
horts us earneftly to bring them to Juftice where-
ever we found them, well knowing that thofe who
protett and connive at the Criminals partake of
their Guilt, and are Patrons of all their Ini-

quity.

L e us then in [mitation, and at the Advice of

this Prelate, zealous fer good Works 3 let us bring
before the Judgment of Mankind a Clergyman
- guilty of {candalous. Enormities, who has even
ly’d to Heaven and Mankind, proftituted his Cha-
rater to the Arts of Szdition and Faltion, em-
ploy’d his Minifterial Offices to the Ends of Party
~and Divifion; nor prophan’d the Ufe of the Pul-
pit only, nor poifon’d his Congregation alone, but
has even appear’d from the Prefs with #glifted Eyes
and Hands, dcclaring himfelt confeions and affur’d,
that be bas not advancd any Notions which be ought to
retralt or difavow 5 and that there 15 nothing contain’d
in bis Serimon, but what [rifily conforms to the Do-
frines of the Church, and to the Laws of the
Land.

H r has the Mbodefly in his Dedication to in-

form thofe worthy and honourable Perfons whom

he 1s pleas’d to make his Patrons, that they, the
Lovd-Mayor and Sheriffs of this City, muft be an-
{fwerable for his ImperteCtions. If they do anfwer
for him, I am perfuaded they muft give him up to
publick Cenfure at leaft. I fhall be forry for the
City of London, that his Errors and Abfurdities be

laid to its Charge ; or that the fupreme Officers of

this great Metropolis thould proteét the moft gla-~

ring Falthoods.
I saacry not follow the Attempts of many,
who have trac’d a Parallel thro® the Doffor’s Narra-

tive of the Refloration; nor o I regard the fu/prcions
- I Pafla-



6]

Paﬁ'ao'es of a fanding Force in this Iland to awe the
Loyahf’ts into Aequiefcences banif’d Sovereign, Right
of Inberitance, &c. If he meant them in the warj?
Senfe, .1 defpifc them fo much, I fhould only have
faugh’d at them, had they been concerv’d in the
plaineft Expreﬂions

BuT I am greatly concern’d, when he ftrikes
at the very Being of a free and happy Nation,
by invading the Legcz! Toleration ot Diflenters from
the, Church of England, by accufing thofe great
Bodies of Men with Crimes committed before they
were born, and vifiting the Sins of the Fatkers on the
third and fourth Generations 5 by reprefenting them
as Men who do nat drjerve the Liberty they enjoy,
by ftiling them falfe Lrethren, and giving them U-
fage which neither becomes him as a Gentleman or
Man of Letters, a Chriftian or a Dwine.

WHaaTEVER Authority Dr. Middleton may think
he has to arraign the Toleration of Diflenters, he
himfelf has no more-Right to his Pulpit than they
to their Separation; and it deferves the feverelt Cen-
fure, that any Clergyman whatever fhould dare to
afperfe and abufe fo many of his Majefty’s good and
faithful Subjects, under a Prince who refolves to be
the common Father of all his People.

- IF the Gentlemen of his Cloth had ever exerted
themfelves half fo much, as their Diffenting Bretbrn
have at all Tunes done for the Royal Family, and
for civil Liberty, he might give himf{elf chis Air of
Superiority with much more Decency and Candour, -
But this muft be faidin Behalf of the Diffenters of
all Denominations. the Quakerand the Few, againft
whom he 1s fo fpiteful, not excepted, thatif it bad

not been for their Fidelity, bis m fi Jacred Majeftywould
never bave fat on this Throne.

Do we hear the Diffenters, or any of them, rife
up againit the Clurch of England, becaufe the De-

{eCtion
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fe@ionmay be charg’d on thatSide? And yet it would
be much more reafonable, that they fhould be treat-
ed with Severities, who endanger’d all our Liber-.
ties, than thofe Men who fo worthily preferv’d both:
Church and State from Deftruction.

D o the Diffenters claim any new Prerogatives,
any ‘Powers or Privileges, Honours or Emolu-
ments? No: Afterall their Struggles for Liberty,
and the happy Succefs of their honeft Endeavours,
they have defired nothing more than the common
Proteétion of that Government which owes 15 Being
to their dutegrity. -

I may let Dr. Middleton know, that if it had not
been for thefe falfe Brethren, thele precious Sanis,
as he very candidly ftiles them, he himfelf would
not have been Preacher at St. Brides, nor have had
any Benefice at all without conforming to Popery: And
if he hath Confrience enough to be a Diffenter 1n that
Cafe, ought he not to have Charity enough to al-
low Toleration in this? But bis Faith may be foewn
by bis Works : Do Men gather Grapes of Thoruns, or Figs
of Thiftles? SN |

By what Rule in Reafon has the Doffor a Right
to charge the prefent Proteftant Diffenters, with the
Actions of the Puritans under Oliver Cromwel ¢
Would he take it well, that they fhould charge him
and his Brethren with the Conduct of the Clergy
under Charles the Firft ¢ Did the Presbyterians ever
perfecute the Church of England? Who then fec
them the Example? Will the Dofor fay, -there
were no Severicies, no penal Laws or Hardfhips,
upon Liberty of Confcience before the Year 1641
Theretore, if the Chuich of England will not be ac-
countable for what their Anceftors were guilty of,

the Diffenters zre equally innocent in the Eyes of
God and Men. =t

I woulrp
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1 wouLp know by what Authority he ar-
raigns the Legiflative Power ¢ The three Eftates of
Great Britain, in Parliament aflembled, have judg’d
that the Diflenters deferve Toleration and Liberty
of Confcience; that this Lenity is the great Securi-
ty even of the Church of England; thatit ftrengthiens
the Proteftant Intereff, and unites his Majefty’s Sub-
jelts.  Yet this charitable Divine in a moft Chriftian-
like Manner asks, Do they deferve Liberty of Con-
[feience 2 Liberty of thinking and judging for them-
felves in what concerns.only themfelves? Liberty
of worfhipping God 1n their own Way ¢ And then.
very modeftly anfwers, No, furely. For God’s
Sake, who made him a Judge over Parliament and
- againft Law ? But headds a bypecritical Salvo, Ne-
verthelefs, let themin God’s Name enjoy it. The
Church of England (¢7uly moderate, and never aéi-
ing ont of Refentment, but always by the Golden Rule
of Equity) frecly grants it to them, though fhe could
never obtain it from them. . -

TuEe Meaning of this Doctrine truly interpre-
ted is this 3 Do the Diffentersdeferve Toleration 2 No,
furely: Neverthelefs let them in God’s Name enjoy it,
till it can be taken from them. Truly moderate, we,
never acling out of Refentment, but always by the
Golden Rule of Egquity, freely grant them what we
never would confent to, and will be fure to deny them
whenever we bave Opportunity 5 becaufe, truly, we op-
pref’d them for balf a Century, and they, when they got
uppermoft, kept us down in turn by our own worthy
Examples. |

How gracious and good natur’d is this Allowance
of the Docor’s, to his poor Diffenting Brethren ?
He freely grants them wbat, he fays, they certainly
do not deferve.  Hence a Salvo to himfelf, and an ad-
mirable Caution to his Audience, who mult be fure

to underftand him in the true Senle, and that they
fhould
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‘fhould deprive the Diffenters of what they do not
deferve. | '

I1¢ the Diffenters fought after Riches or Revenies,
Powers or Preferments, this Man of the World might
be angry. An Encroachment on his Trade might
g.ve him Offence, and to invade his Funétion, in
fuch tender Points; might create in his,Mind fome
Uneafinefs. But while they defire fo {mall an In-
dulgence, as to wear a Black Cloak inftead of 4
Gown, to pray withont Book, to preachwithout Notes,
or to ffand and /it inftead of kneeling, methinks thefe
are fo eafily granted; and fo difficultto forgét, that
whilft he has the Law on his Side, and his Dyes ad-
mit of no Defalcations, he ‘may fleep in’ Peace and
be never the Worfe for his Slumbers.

AFrTer he has{o freely granted them Libetty
of Confcience, which he pronounces ex Cathédra,
that they certainly da not deferve, mark his Sine
cerity by the Paffage that follows: * Isit fit the
¢ Diffenters thould be inanlged, compliméntedand ca-
refled? Is it fit that for their Szkésthe véry Name
of the Church of England thould be fparingly itién-
tion’d, whilft the Proteffant Caufe is. fubftituted -
in its Room; which indefinite Phrife medns no-
thing precilely but the Negative of Popery, and
comprehends all other Religions, evén thofe of
the Quaker and the few. ~
¢ Tuis I know 1s call’d Moderation towards
¢ Diffenters. It may perchance be Moderation, of
“ rather Fondnefs towards thofe falfe Brethren 5 but
° in regard to our Holy Mother (the Chirch) it is
¢ fhameful Licentioufnefs and Treachery.

U S S YR A AT .

Tuvs Moderation to the Diffentérs is fRameful
| Lfcmtimﬁzfﬁ and Treackery. Thus the Proteftant
Caufe, it feems, is a moft ficeitiois and tréacherolis
Phrafe 5 nay, his Majeflty himftlf 4nd his Royal
Father, who {o often and earneftly have'recom-
B. | mended
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-"mended that Intereft to all good Chriflians and En-
glifbmen, have thereby, accordmg to this Reverend
Zealot, been guilty of thameful Licentionfnefs and
Treachery.

Bu T to quit the enflaming Confequences, let us

confider the Merits of thofe flupid and highly #i-
dicylous Paragraphs. How is the Church of England

betray’d by extending the Proteftant Caufe, even to
the Quaker and Few ¢ If to fupport thofe who wor-
thip the only true God, as the Fews moft undoubted-
" lydo; if thisis betraying the Church of England,
. we plead guilty to the Charge of Licentionfnefs and
Treachery. But methinks a Chriffian Clergy thould
be very tender of the few, as a Seft from whom
they borrowed their very Religion, and to whom |
they refer for the principal Evidences of this Reve-
lation, I therefore conceive that Fudaifin deferves
Toleration, for this Reafon among many others,
that it gives the firft Light to the Chriftian Re[zgzaﬂ
and is the Bafis on which it ftands.

Iuove Dr. Middleton will not rejet this Plea*
for my Friends; the jews. Butwith regard to the
Diffenters, is it Treachery to the Church of England
to unite their Interefts in a common Caufe, to

make her the Head and Support of the Proteftant
Religion, and to give her fo great an Advantage
againft the Church of Rome, her ancient and pro-
fefs’d Enemy, by ftrengthning her Hands with
fo much Affiftance, and enlifting all the Deno-
minations of Proteffants to maintain her /egal Efta-
blithment ?

Tuen with regard to the Quakers, whofe
Light within he makes old Infallibility, I will imme-
diately thew him the Difterence. For o/d Infallibi-
fity, as be revives 1t, 1S an authboritative Manner
of judging, not of every Man for bimfelf, but of

ore Man for all the reff, 'This 1s the real Diffe-
‘ ‘ - rence
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rence between the Quakers and Dr.” Middleton. .
They alledge, with great Reafon and good Senfe, the
Univerfality of fuficient Light in Matters ot Reli-
oion. They maintain, as all Men of Candour
and Honefty ought to do, that every Man has
from God  Almighty competent Means to know
his Will, and to ferve him truly; and that no
'Man has a Right to prefcribe to others; nor has
any Light within to govern other Mens Actions,
any.more than he has Eyes in his Head to direct
their Paths. Whereas Dr. Middleton aflerts the
contrary, and infinuates in many Places, that the
Church ot England, or the Clergy, have all the Light
themfclves, whilft their Brethren the Laity, are to
remain in utler uncomfortable Darknefs. And whilft
this Difference holds between him and the Quakers,
I will maintain, with the poor Abilities I have,
in Defrance of all bis Divinity, that they are by
miuch the beft Chriftians.

Let me add in Behalf of this Se, that they
feem to be the only one among us that have pre-
ferv’d their original geod Principles.  ‘They fet out
in the Beginning on the Principles of Peace and
Charity, they impos’d o Creeds, nor requir’d any
Subfcriptions. ‘They treated their worft Enemies
~with Candour, and ferv’d God with true Sincerity.
No Perfecutions could compel them to be Hypo--
crites, no Severities make them difpenfe with their
Trauth: And as their Morals were thofe of the -
moft irreproachful Kind, their Simplicity of Man-
ners, and their focial Qualities were fhining Parts
of their Charatters. They did not flatter King
James the Second, like the Clergy. They told him
plainly, That as be was not of the Religion of the
Land, neither were they ; and they expefied Tolera-
tion for their Principles;, as he claim’d it on Aecount
of bisown, Hadeyery Selt been as fincereto that
S B2 - | poor
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poor unfortynate King, Dr. Middleton perhaps
would not have deplor’d the Want of Eftablifh-
ment and Perpetuity in the Bleffings procur’d by -
the Refloration. And if that Prince was one of
thofe Bleflings, as-he feems to intend, we did not
lofe him thro’ any frgratitude to God, as the DoZor
intimates 3 but- thro’ Ecclefiaffical Infincerity, the
crying Sin of thofe Times. |
I therefore expect he will treat the Quakers with
a little more Decency for the future. They are
Men who deferve it at a better Hand than Dr.
Middletow's, They are as faithful Subjects to his

- Mayetty, and as fincerely affeted to his Royal

Family, asany he has i his Domiions. They
are as honeft Men, and as fair Dealers, as any
the moft orthodox Sons of the Church. And tho’
- they may not fo readily pay Tythes to the Clergy,
as the Doctor mav expect; yet, perhaps, they
have as much Diwinity on their Side to warrant
the Refufal, as he can have Law to exa& them.
‘T'urs I conceive to be common Juftice to a
great and ufeful Body of Men, who make fo confide-
rable a Part.of the Britifb Nation; and who have
fo much advanc’d the laudable Manufa&ures of
the Kingdom, with the Liberty and Happinefs of
their Country, at all Hazards and on all Oc-

cafions. . o |
- Isuarrnowconfider Dr. MIDDLETON's

Politicks, as 1 have here examin’d his Refigion 5 and
produce as fhining Inftances of his Trush, as I
hhave already done of his Charity.

The Wifdom that_is from Abgve is firfk purey, and
then peaceable. ~ Uproar and Confufion are as
fictle the Marks of ‘true. Religion, as Lying and
Deceiving. The Work of Difcord, carry’don by

2 Chrifiian Clergyman, 1s Blafphemy againft the
| - Chri-
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Chriftian Religion. Whoever preaches to you,
whatever Habit he wears, or whatever Authority
he may pretend to, 204 ﬂ:aﬂ know of bis Daﬁxme,
whether it be of .God. If 1t 1s Pure, then will it be
Peaceable. If itis not Peaceable, it can never be
Pure. A bad Heart 1s always the Comp,amon of 3
falious Head. Turbulent Paffions ever produce
violent A&ions, and are Foesto the Quiet of Man-
kind. Far different this from the Defign of the
Gofpel, which was Peace on Earth, and grmt good
Will to Men. 'The Swords were to be chang’d into
Plough-fhares, and the Spears into Pruning-hooks..
The Lamb .was to lye down with the Lyon, the
Tyger was to lofe his Fiercenefs, the whole Face of
Nature was to wear the Lwery of Love, and the
Law of the Creation to be a Lawof Kindnefs.

Kinp and candid was the Saviour of Mankind.,
~ He came not/o found the Trumpet in Sion, nor fo cry
aloud and fpare not.  He was the Meffenger of Pegce,
and- the Bearer of glad Tidings. All his Bleffings
were beftow’d; all his Joys were promis’d to the
Humble; the Meek and Peaceable. Bleffzd are the
Peace-Makers, Blefled are the Meek in S piri, faid
this divine Lawgiver. He ufed no Force in the
Propagation of his Gofpel, He cherif’d ng Re-
fentments againft his implacable Enemies. He
never fin’d or imprifon’d the Men that revil’d and -
proach’d im. He did not even curfe the cruel
Hands which deliver’d him over. to Death : Father,
fargwe them, for. they know 1ot wbat ﬁbc?y do. He
declar’d, thata Legion of Angels were ready at his
Will, yet defpis’d the Vengeance that was thus in
~ his 1mmedlate Power. He would notfuffer his Dif-
ciple to avenge his Caufe: Pyt up thy Sword, was his
Expreflion, they that live by the Sword, ﬂ:alZ pmﬁb
the Sword. ‘The whole Courfe of hls Miniftry was
to concijiate the Minds of Men, to heal thelr Di-

viiions,
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vifions, and unite their Affetions. What elfe
could avail his moft excellent Morality, but to go-
vern their headftrong Paflions? Or what fignify’d
his exemplary Patience, but to teach them equal
Forbearance? What alfo was his great and illuftri-
ous Legacy before he departed from among us, but
that Peace which the World could not give us ? .

Hap Dr. Middleton ftudy’d this Wifdom which
is from Above, was his Docltrine either Pure or
Peaceable, I fhould never have appear’d againft
~him. But the Sermon before me hath given fo juft
Caufe of Offence (efpecially fince ftamp’d with
their Sanétion, who mott of all ought to have re-
prov’d it) that I think 1t my Duty, as I know it s
my Right, to paint him in thofe Colours, and ex-
pofe him to that Odium which his Praétices wor- -
thily deferve.

He is fo far from carrying on the Work of
Peace, that he labours to promote the moft pub-
lick Confufion. Inftead of great good Will to
Men, he advances Strife and intolerable Hatred.
He divides the Kingdom againft it felf, in View
that it may not ftand. He ftigmatizes Men as
falfe Brethren, who differ from him in Opinion,
and pronounces to the World, that they do not
deferve the natural Rights of Mankind, the Li-
berty of judging for themfelves, and worthipping
God in their own Way : All which Proceedings
. he attempts to cloak under the Authority of Scri-
pture, and has particular Recourfe to the Pfalm; ;
tho’ I know not wherein he hath imitated David,
unlefs it be in curfing bis Enemies.

"HE proceeds to abufe the very Name of the
Proteftant Caufe, as full “of fhameful Licentioufnefs
and Treachery. He objefts to it as an indefinite
Phrafe, that means nothing but the Negasive of
Papery; which only fhews his Ignorance, and thit

~he
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he knows not what it means : The only true Senfe
of the Proteflant Religwon being confin’d to the fa-
mous Confeffion of Augsburg, fiom whence the wvery
Name took its Rife, and by which the Thing it felf
muft always be underftood.

T o thew himfelf an equal Enemy to all the
Rules of Senfeand Speech, as he has been to Charity
and Candour, this great Profefor of the Unintelligi-
ble has even converted the Fews into Proteftants.
The Proteflant Caufe he fays comprehends all other
Religions, even that of the Fews. He may as well
fay Prefler Jobnisa Papiff. Nay, he may as well.
make the Mabometans and Hotientots, the Sophi of
- Perfia, or the Great Mogul, to be of the Proteftant
Religion. And, ifanother Babel fhould happen for
the Confufion of Languages, 1 humbly conceive he
will have the beft Title to conduct the hopeful Un-
dertaking.,

N o Man would imagine, from the fpiteful Man-
ner in which he mentions the 7ews, that the divine
Inftitutor of this Religion, the Founder of Chriftia-
wity it felf, was a Jew by Defcent, by Birth and.
Circymcifion 5 that he treated the Féws on all Occa-
{ions as his beloved Children, the favourite Nation,
which he was to reftore and raife above all the
Kingdoms of the World; that the Gentiles were
look’d on as Intruders, asDogs that could not be
admitted to eat the Children’s Bread, and could on-
ly be allow’d the Crumbs that fe]l from the Table.
The People of Ifruel were certainly the Heirs of the
. Promife y and tho’ we, by an extraordinary Stretch
of Grace and Favour, have been allow’d to fhare
the mighty Blefling, have we any Right to mal-
treat them from thence ? Are 1ll Ufage and hard
Words the beft Means of Converfion? Or, be-
caufe the Fews have long been blind to the Light ot
the Gofpel,” thall we bhate them for that Reafon?

I - Might
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- Might we not as well perfecute thofe who are blind
to the Light of the Day, nor able to fee the Sun in
the Firmament? With what Sincerity can he pray
to God for Fews, Turks and Infidels ; yet in the
fame Breath reproach and revile them? With
what Confiftency can he refleét, that Fefus Chrift
himfelf, his Lord and Mafter, wasa Few, a cir-
cumeis’d Jew, and yet be fuch an ahcircameisd Phi-
liftine, as to fight againft the Arinies of the living
God? .

LT meadd, that tho’ Dr. Middleton, nor any
one, can have Right to punifh the Children for the
Sins of the Fathers, which would be directly a-
gainft an exprefs Command of God; yet it is he-
roick Virtue, and the higheft Strain of Generofity,
to reward and blefs the Children of thofe Fathers
who have merited well at our Hands. The one
Cafe is abfolute Injuftice, and cruel Inhumanity ;
the other is Redundancy of Kindnefs, and flowing
good Nature. It may be further obferv’d, that
the Meffiab comply’d with the Centuricn in the Gof-
pel, and granted his Prayer, becaufe of this Re-
~ commendation from the Fews, that be loved their
Nation, and built them a Synagogue; which 1 pre-
fume was fomething different from fbutting up their
Synagogne. And what was allow’d a Merit by Fe-
Jus Chrift Jeventcen-bundred Years ago, cannot have
loft its Virtue by the Force of Time or Cuftom.

-1 THEREFORE expect he will behave himfelf
more civily hereafter to Men, towhom it isat leaft
his Duty to fhew common Humanity. |

BuT indeed he might perhaps have Been eafily
forgiven, if he had gone no furthet than bitter Ex-
preflions againft the Diffenters, the Quakers, and
the fews. Something might have been‘allow’d to
- a prepoflefs’d Mind, and the vulgar Prejudices of
Education. For thefe may very poffibly excufe a

littls
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litile Want of Decency and Candour :  Yet when a
Clergyman fhall go beyond all thefe Offences againft
Morality, fhall even add Lying and Deceiving to
Envy, Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharitablenefs
What Words can exprefs the deferv’d Deteftation?
Or what Cenfure be adequate to fuch fanéfified,
complicated Crimes?

I a M not willing to accife Dr. Middleton of cri-

minal Omiffions, elfe I might very properly ag-
gravate his Silence of the Prosefiant Succeffion, his
Neglect of the Duty he was call’d to by the Day,
his Neglet to inculcate Obedience to a lawful Go-
vernment, and to preach yp that Loyalty due tothe
Prince on the Throne.
- On the other hand he makes it his Bufinefs to
difplay the dreadful Nature 9f Ulurpations. ¢ To
¢ live under them, be tells us, is grievous to wift
¢ and good Men: Tho’ the Ulurper fhould chance
¢ to carry on his Adminiftration with the Appear-
¢ ance of Juftice, and thould u/e the Sword for the
< Punifiment of Evil-Doers, and for the Praife of
¢ them that do well 5 be fays, this would be grievous
¢ to wife and good Men ; becaufe they know the
¢ Ordinances refulting from fuch an affum’d Au-
¢ thority would be invalid, the judicious Decifions
¢ unrighteous, and the pretended legal Executions
¢ {o many folemn Murders.”

TuEe Meaning of this is moft excellent. Jf a#
Ufurper [fould bagpen to govern, the’ with proper Abi
hity and BEquity, yet bis Ufurpation muft be grievous to
wife and good Men becaufe they know, that when
Fudgment is given to a Man for a Debt due on Note,
Bond, or Mortgage, the Judicial Decifion is unrigh-
teous : So if 2 Highway-man, or Houfe-breaker is
bang’d at Tyburn, this pretended legal Execution is
certainly 4 folemn Murder.

€ But
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Bu T this is nothing to what follows ; the Dofor
after having deplor’d the Ufurpation, proceeds to
rejoice in the Reftoration; and he adds that i 45
indeed to be fear’d we bave not been {ufficiently thank-
ful for thefe ineflimable Favours of Providence; at
leaft, that our Thankfulnels bas not fhew’d it felf in
proper Effeils, in Obedience to God, and in
LOYALTY 90 HIS VICEGERENT: Be-
caufe it did not pleafz God to' add Eftablithment a#d
Perpetuity to the Bleffings which be reflored to us,

when be reflored our KING.
- Now, fince the then Royal Family were thefe

ineftimable Favours, thefe Bleflings which God
reftor’d to us when he reftor’d our King ; fince it
did not pleafe God to add Eftablifhment and Perpe-
tuity - to thofe Blefﬁngs s therefore Dr. M ID-
DL ETON has terrlf ’d himfelf with the Fear,
that it muft be fome ﬁrangc Difobedience to God, fome
dreadful Difloyalty to bis Vicegerent, by which we loft
thofe Bleflings in the Perfon of King' Fames the
Second, and broucrht about the Revolution.

- Anp Ibég the Reader to confider, what a fatal
deftructive and damnable Error 1s thus imprefs’d or
the Minds and Confciences of all unwary Men,
when we are told, that we were unthankful for the
Reftoration, in being difobedient to God and difloyal to
bis VICEGERENT, otherwife we had not loft an

unbappy Privice, who had almoft totally enflav’d us
and overturn’d our Conttitution.

- I fupport of thefe treafonable and feandalous In-
ﬁnuatlons he begins to defcribe the Blegfings and
Benefits of the Reftoration, as we experienc’d them
in the Perfon and Adminiftration of his Majefty King
‘CHARLES théSecond. A Prince, {ays he, however
-a Change of Forture from the loweft Dlﬂrefs to the

Heightof Grandeur ngbt betray bim into fome un-
'Juttifiable
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jiuﬁiﬁabl'e_lndulgeni:es, yet ever tender of .the Privi-
leges of bis Subjelts, and fludions of their Safety even
awhilft he neglefted: bis own.

-

» *

Wa1Ls T this pious undiffembling Preacher was
magnifying thar Monarch’s Tendernefs to the Pri-
vileges of his People, methinks he fhould have re-
membred the CHARTER of LONDON:
For certainly fuch an Audience, as a Court of
Lord- Mayor and Aldermen, could notfit with com-
mon Patience, tohear o ngtorious a Falfpoeddeliver’d
fo gravely from the Pulpit, whilft fuch an Invafion
of all our Liberties had any Remains in . theirMe-
mory. And it muft be a natural Queftion with
every one.prefent, whether, when that Prince di-
reCted the Quo Warranto againft their Charter, and
{eiz’d it into his Hands s I fay, whether be was then
very tender of their Privileges, and ftudicus of their
Safety, at the fame time negleciing bis Own.

Bur fo little was the Doéfor afraid, that his
Falfboods would fhock his Patrons, he proceeds
with equal Intrepidity in the fame remarkable
Strain. . .

¢ Then did Parliaments recover their antient Re-
¢ putation,and original Authority ; then the HousEe
<.of ComMons was compos’d of \Members of
¢ diftingnifh’d Characters, and Fortunes, and Abi-
¢ lities's - Members freely and hononrably chofen; by
¢ their Country ;: Members incapable of being -
¢ fluenced by the Throne, had the Poflefior of the
¢ Throne been difpos’d to have enlarg’d the: Regsl
¢ ‘Authority, and to have reduc’d the Power
¢ of Parliaments; Members incapable of ~being
“ brib’d, had there been a defigning or diftrefs'd
‘hl\_{"mif’cry to have made fuch an Attempt upon
tiacm.

C 2 It
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1T feems this venerable Affembly, that thus re-
cover'd theReputationand Authority of Parliaments,
was the long Parliainent retarn’d in 1661, which con-
tinued feventeen Years. The whole World 15 fen-
{ible, that this was the PENSION PARLIA-
MENT, and a flanding Pool of Corruption. Every
one knows, that Sir Stepben Fox nam’d in the Houfe
a great Number of Members, who received large
Sums of Money every Year from the Crown ;. and
even the Books, where thefe Penfions were enter’d,
had been produc’d to the Houfe, if the King had
not fent the Lord Chamberlainwith Orders, that none
fhould be carry’d from the Offices. Thefeare. Fats
of the greateft Notoriety 5 and that Parliament has
therefore been ever {ince popularly odious. I re-
member a Perfon of very great Diftinction among
the Tories, I mean Mr, §b--pp--n himfelf, whocall’d
them an infamous Parliament in a printed Speech: Yet
this 1s the Parliament which Dr, Middleton has
canoniz’d, this is the Parliamentwhich he pronoun-
ces incapable of being brib’d, had a Miniftry been
ever o defigning or diftrefs’d. And after this, I
prefume, the DofZor expetswe thould pay a fingular
Deference to his Zeracity, when we have even con-
vited him of Lyes at the Altar, and of wilful
Falfboods pronounc’d in the prefence of God,

H £ thatcan be guilty of Wickednefs fo horrible
as this, whatis henot capable of ?- There is no Ini-
quity but he can prattife, no Falthood but what he
will affert.

WitH equal Truthand Honefty does he pro-
ceed to eftablith his Reputation. |

¢ Tuen, fayshe, was the Current of Juftice
¢ turn’d into its right Channel, where it ran pure
¢ and unpolluted ; the wenerable Fatbers of the Law
¢ adminiftring Judgment according to the Merits of

*' ¢ the
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- ¢ the Caufe before them, not according to previous
¢ Inftruftions, or the political Charafiers of the Per-
¢ fons concerned.’

Tuese venerable Fathers, 1t feems, were
Scroggs and Fefferies, &c. And thefe adminiftred the
Law with great Sufficiency and Impartiality indeed.
To their eternal Infamy it muft be faid, that there
never was fo much Rapine, Corruptzm, and fnbu-
manity in Weftminfier-Hall, never {uch opprefive
Pra&lces fince the Nation had a Being. Under
thefe venerable Fathers of the Law Lord Rujffel loft
his Liife, and Colonel Sidney alfo f{uffer’d. Under
them Scriberee f agere was declar’d the Law, Under
them were Colledge, Cornifb, and the beft Friends of
the Conftitution butcher’d. Under them were the
~ Charters of every Corporation overthrown, the
difpenfing Power affum’d, and, what was more,
they gave 1t Sanction.

AN p yet thefe Judges, thefe venerable Fathers,
that never decided a Caufe according to previous In-
firuétions, own’d themielves after the Revolution,
that Lord Chancellor Fefferies gave them Diretion
from the King, purfuant to which they impos’d a
Fine of 30,000/ onthe Earl of Devonfbire, thcn

under a Court Profecution.

In T o fuch right Channels was the Current of
Juftice turn’d, where its Stream run fo pure, and
its Waters thus unpolluted.

LastLy, we are inform’d, the Church was
committed to faithful Hands, notto Timefervers, nor
to Party Scriblers. And yet we have this Teftimony
of {o confiderable a Man as the late Mr. Locke, that
the Bifbops were then the dead Weight of the Houfe
of Peers, that they voted in a Herd always for the
Court; and, what 1s ftill more remarkable, they
had the Chriftian Charity, every Man of them, to
vOs3
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vote againft the Repeal, and for the Continuance
of that moft merciful Writde Heretico Comburends,
It thofe venerable Fathers of the Church were.any
‘L'hing beteer than Timefervers, then Dr. Middletor
fhall have-my Voice on his Side, that be is no Party
Seribler.

Now, after having avouch’d all thefe flagrant
Falfboods, hefolemnlydemands our hearty Thanks
to God for thefe wonderful Vouchfafements, i. e.
for Members of Parliament, who never were capable
of Bribery; fudgesof the Law, who never were Court .
Inftruments s and Bifbops, who never were Timefervers.
‘Whereas the Truth of Hiftory is direttly againft
him; and it is moft affuredly Fa&, that the firft
were Penfioners, the next were Proflitutes, and the
laft were Parafites and Slaves. | |

¢ Anp although, fays he, we have {ince {mart-
- * edand may {tll {fmart, [ I fuppofe he means by the
¢ Revalutn, defcribed as God’s chaftening Difpen-
# fation ] yet we may aflure ourfe]ves from the To-
¢ kens of his Love, manifefted in the Work of the
¢ GLORIOUS RESTORATION, that if .we
 will turn to himand to our Duty, which muft be
¢ the Duty from whence we departed when we loft
¢ the Bleflings of the Reftoration, and.which Duty,
¢ it feems, was Obedience to God and Lsyalty to bis -
¢ Vicegerent : 'Then, when we returntothefe, Gop
“will alfo turn from his fierce Anger,. that we pe-
¢ rith nt. He will In due time grant us the Re-
¢ queft of our Lips (I prefume another Reftoration)
* and once more make our Ferufalem a Praife on
¢ the Earth.’ |

-Thave thus purfued the Doftor, as I promis’d in
my laft. I muft own he is a new Inftance of Sedition
and- Faétion from the Pulpit. I always thought the

Clergy of this great Diocefz fo well regulated, l'i;y
the
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the Careof their admirable Prelate, that we had not
any thing of this kind te fear. And Iam both
forry and furpmz’d that, equally regardlefs of his
Lordfhip’s Exampleand Authority, the Preacher
before us fhould launch out into fuch Licentiou/-

nef5, that he even borders on HIGH-TRE A-
SON.

However, Iam oblig’d to remember the Juftice
and Integrity of the Court of ALprrMEN. I
do therefore return them the moft humble Thanks
of great Numbers of his Majefty’s beft Subjes,
 for the Negative of Thanks which they worthily -
gave to a Sermon wherein the Toleration was im-
pmcb’d the -Kevolution arraign’d, and the wreiched
Pretenfions of a Popiflh Impofior were countenanc’d
as far as was fafe and convenient.

IcannoT help being of Opinion, that they
who could approve fuch Doftrines, or warrant fuch
I.yes as are thewn to be in this Sermon, could
neither be true to their Country, nor faithful to
the Rights of the City of London; efpecially the
Cafe of their Charter confider’d. And I congratu-
late the Court of Aldermen, that they have mfely
avoided that fatal Imputation, which muft have
created a general Sufpicion and Diftruft of their
Characters in all the Members of this populous
Community.

A Np asthe Court of Aldermen have thought fit
to fhew their Difpleafure aganlt this Seditious
Preacher, {o it may be very reafonably expecied he
will alfo be cenfur’d by thofe who have a Right to
controul the wnwarrantable Licenfe in the Pulpit +
efpecially in thole who, having only a common Per-
miffion, abufe the Indulgence they are allow’d, and
add Ingratitude to Proflitution.

I MusT
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I'MusT own I am not for Peaalties or Cenfures
to check the Progrefs of Truth, to multiply Dif=
couragements in the Way of Enquiry; or to profe-
cute 1ts Friends and Advocates. For this Reafon,.
tho” I am affur’d the Sermon before me would be
adjudg’d feditious and libellous in the Courts of Ju-
dicature, yet I would be the laft to make it cogni-
zable there. 1 am not for Reftraints on the Li-
berty of Writing: But Preaching is certainly a difs
ferent Exercife. It is a landablé Method of haran:
ouing the Populace, without Fear of Contradittion;
or Reply. Itis of the moft dangerous Confequence; -
becaufe it is not the Subject of free Examination, un-
lefs the Difcourfe fhould be publifh’d from the
Prefs: And even then, too many who heard it
are not likely to attend the Controver{y. Few read
printed Sermons, tho Numbers hear them preach’d.
And thofe #nwary Multitudes, that, fway’d by-
the Authority of the Prietthood, attend the
Preacher with too much Credulity 3 thefe are im-
pos’d on by his Frauds and Falfhoods; thefe are
decteiv’d by his religious Liyes, beyond all Oppor-
tunities of dlfcovermg the Error, becaufe they
want regular Means of Information.

I T is therefore of the utmoft Confequence to ci-
vil Society, for the Happinefs of Mankind is great-
ly affected in this very momentous Affair. Itisa
moft important Concern that the Pulpits:of this
Kingdom fhould be under due Regulations; that
unjuftifiable Excurfions into Politicks, and feditious
Attempts on the People, thould be cenfur’d and re-
ftrain’d, left the People fhould be poifon’d, and
the Publick fhould fuffer thro’ thefe dangerous ux-
chriftian Praltices.

TueERrRE is no Man who remembers the four

laft Years of the Reign of the late Queen Anne, but
q. 2 can
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can very well account for the unhappy Difaffeéion
which thew’d it {felf on our late Sovereign’s Accef-
fion.. TheClergy of this Kingdem had notorioufly
practis’d on the Paffions of .the Populace, in the
manner Dr. Middleton revives 5 they blacken’d the
bappy Revolution with-falfe and odious Colours, they
preach’d up bereditary Right, and unlimited Qbe-
dience, with other pernicious and peftilent Doéirines,
Hence the Spirit that thew’d 1t felf in all the Ele-
Ctions of the Kingdom ; hence the Bitternefs and
Hatred of the Rabble againft all the Proteftant
Diflfenters; and hence too the fatal Epidemical
Phrenzy, - which prevail’d in Behalf of the Popifh
Pretender, and ended in the Prefion Rebellion,

I norE 1 fhall never fee any fuch Arts recurr’d
to by the prefent Clergy. 1 am perfuaded they are
better. and more reafonable- Men. They know
their Duty, and the Intereft of their Country. And,
as their reverend Order has been highly diftin-
guifh’d by the Favour and Pratettion of the. pre-
fent Royal Family, undoubtedly they will make the
due Returns of Gratitude by Loyalty to their Jgze-
ful Piince, and Zeal for a free Conflitntion.

BuT if ever they defert the Duties' incumbent
upon them, if ever they depart fiom the Funétions
of their Office in preaching the Gofpel of Chrifs,
and enforcing thofe Virtues in his Name which a-
dorn the -Chriflian Life 5 1f inltead of this they in-
terfere with a Province that does not belong to
- them, Imean the Policies of civil Government, and
Affairsof a temporal Nature : 1do expe(t the Effects
of this will bea total Diffolution of civil Right, a
general Difafreétion to the Royal Family, and the
grgateft Danger to all our Liberties. Experience
will juftify my Fears; what has been may beagain,

P and
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and ought to be terrible even in i3 firft Appear-
ances. - |

"Reasonasre Men cannot find the {eaft Ex-.
cufe to juftify fuch an Attempt at thisTime, His
Majefty’s Reign has conform’d to the Example of
his Royal Father; and neither the King of his Mi-
nifters have us’d Pulpit Declamation atnong the Art§
of Government, They have not encourag’d the
- Clergy, . or any of them, to harangue for the Ad-
minittration, to praétifeon:the Paflions of the Peo.
ple in behalf of beir Schemes, or to preach up the
prevailing Politicks, aswas done in former Times.
I hope Dr. Middleton nor any of his Seatip have ot
lifted chemfelves on one Side, becaufe none will
retain them on the other : Butone thidg I am fure
of, I mean, that it is moft unfait thofe Weapons
fhould be drawn againft the Goverhment, which
were never us’d I it’s Deféence; and which
would occafion high Difatisfattion, thould the
Government employ them even to defend 1t
felf, | *
It is however agreat Confolation to me and to
all his Majefty’s Friends, that the late Pulpit Ip-
veffives againft his Government ave #s fonlifh as
they are wicked, and as artlefs as they are #/ defigned.
When I confider the Magick of Wovds, and the
Power of Eloquence, what an 4mazing Forcea
fine Imagination is poffefs’d of, and what mighty
Effets it muft have on Mankind 3 I tremble for
the Interefts of Liberty, left fuch mafterly Perfua-
fion fhould aid the Caufe of Faction, and feditious
Preachers advance their Schemes by the Affiftance
of Genius or Abilities.

- I am therefore exceedingly comforted whel§ I
look on Dr. Middletor’s Sermon, which is meerly
the Flatus of Party. It has neither Senfe or Lan-
guage to recommend 1t 3 and as the Sentiments arﬁﬂ

Mo
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smoft of them trifling, many abfurd, and not a few
monftroufly wicked ; fo the Strain in which he has
eonceiv’d. them is a wretched infipid Rhapfody,
wanting even the Beauties of .tunable Periods; nor
diftinguith’d by any fine Turns, any Shew of the
great or pathetick ; but full of falfe Qrnament and
tinfel Expreffon, poor, low, affeéted Conceits,
with miferable Blunders and Abfurdities of Style.
Tuis Reverend Zealot, with others of the fame
Clafs, have, by Wire-drawing out the everlafting
Topick of Bribery, Corruption, and Male-Admins-
Jaation, . imagin’d they fhould win the Subjeéts of
this Kingdom, and feduce them to the %acabfte
Intereft. " But they muft be moft ftupidly ignorant
of Human Nature,. to conceive they can attain this
difficule End.by Zlsgiums on the Reign of King
Charles the Second : fince, whilftthey decry the pre-
fent Government for fuppos’d Crimes, they open-
ly applaud a former that was guilty of metorious
Male-practices ; whilft they declaim againft the
Influence pretended to be practis’d on the prefent
Parliament, they adore. a former, allow’d to have
- been a fawding Pool of Corruption s and whillt they
would alienate the popular Affeétion from 3 Prince,
the Father of all bis People, they canoniz’d a Prede-
ceflor, diftinguilh’d by thofe fhining Marks, we
have mention'd, of his Care for théir Rights and
Liberties.. ‘Thele are the Arts by which they would
introduce a Creature, whom they would enthrene
witheut Merit, and obey witheut Resfon'; whom
they would bring in againf Law, and acknowledge’
above Law ; to whofe Perfon -they would pay
undeferv’d Reverence, and to his Will anlimited
Obedience.  Such is their bleffed and " lavdable
Scheme to eftablith-a Kiugdom of Apfurdities,

D 2 'f_ar
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- 'Yrr, what is more wonderful than any thing
elfe, thefe Men are continually preaching up our
Rights and Liberties, whilft they are inceflantly ~
betraying them. You find in their Difcourfe, the
moft paffionate Fears for the Safety and Security
of the Conftitution, whilft themfelves are its greateft
Danger.. Theyare ever alarming us with its Ha-
zards and Perils, whilft they themfelves are plotting
itsRuin. At the Head of a Free Government, a
Monarchy deriv’d of the People, they would place a
Kiug by Fure Divino; and, with equal good Senfe,
the Pope thould be fupreme at the Head of a Pry-
teftant Church. 1

It is for thefe Reafons that they hate the Diffex-
ters, and perfecute the Quakers, becaufe of their
Fidelity to the prefent Eftablithment. And when
we name this as the Meriz that entitles thofe Seéts to
our Favour and Proteftion, there’s the Curfe and
Confufion of all. The Merit we alledge in their
Behalf is thought fufficient Reafon to juitify even
their Deftruction.

It is much to be hop’d that the Pesple of Eng-
land have tafted theSweets, and enjoy’d the Fruits
of their generous Freedom {o long, that they are
not now-to be juggled out of their Happinefs, nor
deluded into Difaftection. The Tail and Struggle
of forty Years for whatwe fo largely poflefs, the
Millions of. Men that were flain, and the Treafures
- that were fpent in this glorious Contention, ought
ever to bedear .in our Confideration.  And whilft
we reflet on what we have done to procure the pre-
fent Eftablithment, I truft that no Deceit or fraudu-
lent Arts will ever perfuade us.to betray it.

_IF: therefore we meet with any faltious intemperate
Preachers, ~who would make us difcontented or
unealy with our prefent Sitvation, who would divide

Y 2 N our
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our Affections from his Majefty’s Perfon, or enflame
us againft his ‘Adminiftration, let us be fure'to feta
Mark upon fuch Men. Let us remember that they
are not the Sons of Peace, and let us difcourage all
the Workers of Strife and Sedition. We are not
without Means of proper Enquiry. We are not
without Liberty of free Debate in the great Affairs
and Interefts of our Conftitution. The more we
enquire into it, the better thall we underftand it ;
and the better we are acquainted with the prefent
Eftablithment, ' the more fhall we value and efteem
it. ‘Therefore let us beware of thofe who would
deceive us, nor repofe an implicit Belief in any Eccle-
fiaftick whatever, however affuming or dictatorial,
however dignify’d or diftinguifh’d.

I suaLL conclude in the following remarkable
Words. -

* <Tue great Licentioufnefs of the Prefs, in
¢ cenfuring and reflecting upon all Parts of Govern-
¢ ment, hath of late given too juft Caufe of Offence.
° Yetwhenonly Pampblets and Cemmon Libels are
¢ Matters of Complaint, when'none but mercenary
¢ Scriblers and the Hackney-Pens.of h difeontented
¢ Party are employ’d to vent their Malice, ’tis fit to
¢ leave them to the common Cdlirfe \of the Law,
 or rather . 1o general Contempt.. But when the
¢ Trumpet is founded in Sion, .wheh the Caufe of our
¢ Enemies 1s calP’d the Caule of GOD and of the
¢ Church, when this bitter and poifonous Pill is
¢ gilded over with the fpecious Name of Loyalsy,
¢ and the People are taught for thefr Souls and their
¢ Confciences Sake to fwallow thefe pernicious
¢ Doltrines; when, inftead of found Religion, Di-
¢ vinity and Morality, Faftious and {editious Dif-

* §8¢¢ Dr. Sacheverell’s Tryal, p. 1. Folio Edition of 1710.
- | ¢ courfes
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¢ courfes arebecome theconflant Enterty;

Flainment of
¢ ongregations, it is-high Time to put a .
¢ {tzmtgcthisggr%wmg.Evi 5 and for the Authorlty
‘of a PARLIAMENT ta 1nterpofe and exert
¢ itfelf in Defence of the Rey uiop, the prefent Goe




