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Confiderations on divine Providence in
the Succefs and Confequences of na-
tional Wars ; with fome {hort, gene-
ral Refle&tions on the Succefs of His
Majefty’s Arms in the prefent War.

oo sfoiostio ockostiosostio cfocliciylccioatocioafostoctioctioaticcicofio

PSALM XCVIL 1, 2.

O Sing unto the Lord a new fong, for he hath
done marvellous things : his right hand, and his
holy arm hath gotten him the viétory.

THE Lord hath made known his falvation : his

righteoufnefs hath he openly fhewed in the
ficht of the heathen.

?‘;‘{ }K%}I(;é HOEVER has been much converfant

S W % in the holy fcriptures, has, I fuppofe,

s YV g made the two following obfervations.
{, %’{%%:‘K T'he firlt, That the prophetic writers
F e \. . ’

after {peaking of fome recent, common
events, and things of a fecular nature, often {lide, al-
moft 1mperceptibly,into futurity ; or into the mention
of thofe things that pertain to the kingdom of GGod
under the reign of the Mefliah.  So that while a per-
fon thinks be is reading only about certain ordinary
occurrents, and expects to meet with nothing elfe, he
finds himfelf fuddenly carried into future times with

A 3 the



& Confiderations en Providence in the

the prophet even into the later perlodq of the chrif>
tian dlfpenfauon, concernmg Wthh the moft glorious

things are foretold.

THE other obfcrvation alluded to above, 1s, T hat

in the prophetic writings, what is {poken primarily
concerning worldly things and events then prefent,

paft, or {peedily to come to pafs,has often a-reference
to other matters; to things {piritual and. future ; and
not only futyre, but far dlﬂant and indeed pr1nc1-
pally refpelts thefe : viz. the perfon, offices, and

reign of Chrift ; and the glory of his kindgdom in
the latter days So that in oné view, the fame pal-

Iage 1s {ometimes common hiftory, and in another
view, iliuftrious prophecy ; fome ward or claufe being
parpofely inferted, which determines the paflage to
be of the prophetical kind; and chiefly to relate to

the kingdom of Chrift, even while 2 great, or perhaps
the greater part of 1, has plain reference to. other

matters, more cammon and familiar.

Maxy of the pfalms * of David are plain exam-
'P‘:]es’ and 'U_Hd¢niable PrQQFS: of both thefe obfervati-
01s.

* As for inftance, the 2nd, 72nd and 89th pfilms. The paf-
fages of fcriptare which have fuch a double meaning, are
mdeed numerous, both i the old 2nd new teftament.
And they partake of the nature of parabics, or allegories ;

which are fometimes literally true, either in part or.whole :

But what is chiefly wtended in them, is the mora/, or {piri-
tual meaning couched under thofe commaen words & phraf-
es.  And, what this fecondary, yet principal, and ultimate
{enfe is, may generally at lealt,if not always, be determined.

with great eafe-and certainty by the mfcermug and judici-
pus. Tho’ 1t muf’} not be denied, that fome whimiical, but.

well meaning people, have made very odd work with fuch
-*pniiaj_‘@s, by over }rammg them; ; and have fometimes con-
TEIIE 2 cioum.... me .mmg \nthout apy anpaient reafon for i it
whcrc by they have pisen too much occafion to others to ri-
;L...u the whole notion of types, and 4 double fenfe, as.

hol i were In Eﬂi‘z abfum



Succefs and Cozﬁ?z{e;ztcs of Wars, &c. 7
ons. And the ¢8th pfalm, the beginning of which I

have chofen for the ground of my difcourfes on the
prefent joyful occafion, is an example of the latter
of them. '

Ix this pfalm David praifesGod, and exhorts others
to praife him, on account of {fome fignal appearances
of his providence in favour of his chofen people ; in
faving them from, and giving them vitory over their
enemies ; hereby openly fhewing his righteoulnefs to
the heathen nations around them. This is doubtlefs
the primary defign of the pfalm ; at leaft, of the for-
mer part of it : But it is not the principal, or ultimate.
In its chief and ultimate view, it isa prophecy of
what was to come to pafs in the days of the Meflah ;
when God was, by him, to make known his falvation
in a far higher, and more illuftrious fenfe ; and to
reveal his righteouflnefs, not only to the heathen na-
tions in, and round about the land of Canaan, but to
the uttermoft parts of the earth. So it is faid, ver. 3d,
"in the time paf? (as is common in the language of pro-
phecy,to denote the immutable certainty of the thing
{poken of ) ¢ He hath remembered his mercy and
““ his truth toward the houfe of Ifracl : ArLL THE
‘¢ ENDS OF THE EARTH Aave feen the falvation of our
¢¢ God.”” In confequence whereof, not only Ifrael,
but all the earth, is called upon in the following ver-
{cs, to malke ajoyful noife unto the Lord, to rejoice
and fing his praifes. Yea, the fea, and the fulnefs
thereof, are bid to join in this concert ; the world,am
they that dwell therein, while ¢ the floods clap their
*“ hands, and the hills are joytul together.”

ThHais is both extremely {ublime, and very natural
fince the main {ubje& of the pfaln, is that glorious
reignof Chrift, betore the ceaclufion of which there

| A 4 IS
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S Conﬁdemt?cm o Providence in the

is to be a general ¢ reflitution”, or renovation of all
things ; even of the material earth and heavens. For
behold, faith the Lord, 1 make all things new : And
we, accordlng to his promife, look for new heavens
and a new earth,wherein dwelleth righteoufnefs. And
indeed this pfalm itfelf, tho® a fhort one, looks for-
ward to the time of our Lord’s fecond coming ;
«« whom the heavens muft receive, [only]until thefc
« times of reftitution of all things, which God hath
« {poken of by the mouth of all his holy prophets,
¢« fince the world began,”* For it is to be obferved,
that all things rational and 1rrat10nal animate and
inanimate, are called upon thus to rejoice together,
¢« pErorE THE Lorp ; for he cometh to judge the
¢« earth : With rlghteoufnefs fhall he judge the world,
¢ and the people with equu:y ; as the plalm con-
c]udes. |

- Bur to return to the text: “¢ O fing unto theLord
““ a new fong, for he hath done marvellous things :
¢ his rlght hand, and his holy arm bath gotten him
« the viGtory. 'The Lord hath made known his fal-
¢ yation : his TlghICOUﬁleo hath he openly fhewed in
“« the fight of the heathen.”’ This paflage,as before
obferved has undoubtedly a reference to fome very
remarkablc deliverance which God had youchfafed to
his people 1fr acl, and to his {fubduing their enemies
under them ; hereby mal\'nrr manifeft his righteouf:
nefs to their heathen nelghbours In confequence
whereof,the Ifraelites are admonifhed to fing ““a new
<« fong” ; which was not ufed to be done, but upon
{ome Vely (ignal occafion. But while the paﬂége has
fuch a retrofpe& to things and events already paft, it

docs, without all reafonable doubt, look forward to
things and events then, and even flill future, And
this new fong, confidered in the ultimate view of the
pmme, may probably be no other than that menti-

aned in the revelation of St. John. Tmﬁ‘;
- # Al MI 21, |
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THe prefent occafion, you are {enfible, leads us
directly and immediately to confider this paflage, only
as an exhortation to praife God for the temporal fal-
vation, the fuccefles and victories, with which at.any
time he favours his people : but efpecially when thefe
are very fignal and illuftrious ; {o that by them, God
may be faid to make known his falvation, and openly
to fhew his righteoufnefs in the fight of the heathen.
Which is firi¢tly and literally applicable to what he
hath lately done for us, at leaft here in America. But
having confidered and applied the paffage in this view

of it, I am perfuaded, you will think it proper for us
then to extend our views beyond thefe tem poral con-

cernments ; and briefly to confider what afpe& our
military {ucce{les have upon the kingdom of Chrift,
the extenfion thereof, and its eftablithment in its pow-
er and purity thro’out the earth, For this 1s not only
that event, to which the paflage ultimatcly relates ;
but it is what we all do, or fhould, firmly believe and
pray for, whenever we repeat thefe words— ¢ Thy
¢“ kingdom come ; thy will be done on earth as 1t i3
<« in heaven?! And our late viftories and {uccefles
may, not improbably, contribute to the accomphih-

ment of this great event,

But before T come to fpeak particularly of thefe
{fucceflcs, which have lately attended the arms of our
king ; and of our obligartion to {ing a new {ong on ac-
count of them; it will be proper to obferve and il-
luftrate one moft important point of coftrine contained
in the text ; and which is really the foundation of all
the gratitude and praife, which we owe to almighty
God for them. 1t is this; That God is truly the
author of all our deliverances from, {uccefles againt,
and viftorics over, our worldly enemies. You fec
that thele are in the text afcribed to God ; there

being
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t

being no partfic-:ular mention made, {fo much as of any
means or inftruments, employed by him in bringing
them to pafs. Althe’ means and inftruments are at
leaft generally, if not always fuppofed,in {fuch cafes;
yet the plalmift here takes no parsicular notice of any,
but attributes all dire@ly to God. The Lord hath
done marvellous things, fays he ; his right hand, and
his holy arm hath gotten him the vitory. He 1s ac-
cordirgly faid te have made known Azs falvation
hereby ; and to have openly fhewed his righteout-
nefs to the heathen : '1T'ho’ poflibly there might have
been nothing of a miraculous kind, ftrictly fpeaking,in
the deliverance and [uccefles wherewith God had
favoured his people, and which are here primarily 1n-
tended. At leaft chis is fuppofeable ; for the fame
kind of language is often uled in fcriprure, refpelting
thofe {uccefles and victories, which were confefledly
broaght about-only by natural, ordinary and human
means ; which' is fufficient to my prefent defign.
And fo much it was needful to obferve, previoully ta
my entering upon it.  For, intirely letting afide the
cafc of miraculous interpofitions, with which we our
{felvesiarenot now concerned ;it is propofed,by divine
afliitance, to illuftrate snd confirm the propofition
mentioned above, on the fuppofition that things come
to pals’ according * ta:what 1s called the eftablifhed
courfe of nmature, and the fettled order of things. For
even upon this fuppofirion, as well asin thofe cafes
where-miracles are to be admitted, all our‘temporal
deliverances, viGtories and {uccefles are frem almighty
God : ——Otherwife indeed, I know not what reafon
we haveto praife him for them, however great or
imiportant they are in themielves, And this is cer<
tainly a'point, very futtable to employ our thoughts
at this feafon, and upon the prefent occafion.

HoavevER,

&
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HowevEr, you will obferve that it is not fo much
the proof, {irily fpeaking, as the illuftration of this
point, that is now intended : Becaufe 1t is taken for
granted, that we all 1n general believe this to be true
already ; and therefore do not need to have it proved
to us in a formal manner. But yet it may be profi-
table to many, and indeed to all of us, to hear fome

refleGtions and remarks upon it,by way of illuftration.

Some general notion of a providence fuperintend-
ing the world, and theconcerns of mankind, has been
common in all parts and ages of the world; and al{o
common to all perfons, with a very few exceptions.
The ancient epicuréans, indeed, denied a providence,
while they profefled to believe there were Gods in
great number ; {o many, that it were eafier to call all
the ftars by their names, than to give a catalogue of
them. Burt perhaps they acknowledged a deity, . or
deities, only to avoid the general odium of mankind,
being nothing better than atheifts in difguife ; if in-
deed there be any {r:ch thing as {peculative, or phiio-
{fophical atheifm. But at this day all profefled theifts,
to be fure all chriftians, believe a providence ; how-
ever crude, indigefted, and partial, the conceptions of
many perfons may be concerning it. None of thefe
nnagine; as the epicureans. aflefted to do, that God
1s too indolent, or that he difdaineth, to concern him-
felf about the things that are done on earth; even
tho’ he humbleth himfelf when he beholdeth them
~ that are done in heaven ; 1n thofe heavens, which are
not clean'in his fight, and the angels whereof he
chargeth with foily.

Now, if there be any fuch thing as a providence,
converfant and a&tive about men, and their temporal
conpcernments, which is taken for granted ; certainly

‘national
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national wars and their events, muft be unaer God’s
particular infpection and fuperintendence; thele be-
ing, in their nature, of the highef(t importance, and
the confequences of them moft extenfive and intereft-
ing. Itis on the condu&, fuccefs and iffue of battles
and wars, that the tem por,al welfare of nations princi-
pally depends,'from geperation to generation. -And
notonly their temporal,but their {piritual welfare alfo,
depends in a great meafure upon the management and
ifTue of wars. For hereby itisfrequently determin-
ed, in eflelt, not only whether people fhall enjoy

their native country, their laws, their civil rights and
liberties ; but alfo whether they fhall Jofe or enjoy
“their religion,with their {piritual privileges ; and whe-
ther their pofterity fhall be of this or that religion,
or pcrhaps of none at all,

WHorvER 1s converfant in hiftory, or is tolerably
acquainted with the paft and prefent flate of the
world, knows that the religious ftate of countries 1s
often derermined, almoft unavoidably, to be what it 1s
in general, by wars 4nd conqueflts; almoft as certain-
Iy as their political and civil {ftate. How otten does
the conqueror deprive the conquered of their old re-
ligion, either in whole or 1n part; and give them a
ne v one in its room ¢ Which is done, cither by right
co vn tyrannical impofition, or elfe by aliowing {fome
jeculiar privileges of a {ecular nature to thofe who
wiil make an exchange ; which latter, though it be a
gentler and more humane way of bringing about 3
revolutien in religion, and may require more time, 1S
not perhaps a lefs efficacious and certain one in the end.
sSometunes both thefe methods are employed at once.
And what 1s 1, for example,that hath made almoft al]
the Flaff, mahometans ?  thofe who, at leat whofe
fore-fathers,were once chriftians: What is it that hath

produc’d
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produc’d fo predigious an alteration in the religious
{tate of thofe countries, in fo confiderable a part of
Europe, Afia and Africa ¢ T'he vifible, apparent cau-
{es hereof, were the wars and conquefls of the Sara-
cens ; of Mahomet and his {ucceflors, and the varis
ous methods ufed by them to {upprefs the religion of
Chrift, and to propagate the impofture of the Coran.*
This 1s only mentioned as one remarkable example
of what is ufually the effet of conquefts in a greater
or lels degree. 1t cannot,however, be denied,that the
changes thus introduced in religion, are fomctimes
for the better, as well as often tor the worfe. As, for
inflance, fince the time of Oliver Cromwell, at leaft
of William III, the roman catholic religion has, 1
fuppofe, been gradually lofing, and the proteftans
gaining ground, in Ireland : And this, without perfe-
cution, Inquifitions and racks; which are abhorrent
from the principles of the latter, tho’ very confonant
to the {pirit and temper of too many of 1ts profefiors.
Now, if this be indeed God’s world, and in any pro-
per {enfe under his infpection and government, 1t is
impoflible but that he muft, in fome way or other,
order and determine thefe great events of war, by
which almoft all other things are, 1n effelt, determin-
ed; both in the religious and civil ftate of nations.
1t we fhould fuppofe that {fuccefs and viftory are not
owing to the influence and operation, or the provi-
dential government ot God,we fhouldtakea great and
moft material part of his work out of his hands ; [eav-
ing him, I had almoft {aid,but very little to do in the
adminiftration of this world.  On this fuppofition, the
world would be govern’d almoft without him; even
with refpe& tothe greateft, and moft interefting events
and revolutions, that come to pafs therein from age

to age! And if we could once {uppofe, that God does
neg

" * Or mahometan bible.
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not concern himfelf about thefe matters, the wars ot
nations, their condu&, and various iflues; if we could
once imagine, that fome mighty empires are reduced,
overturned and ruined, while other kingdoms are
founded, extended, and made formidable, indepen-
dently of God, or without his providential influence
and ordination ; we might then come into this farther
conclufion, naturally, if not neceflarily flowing from
fuch premifes, viz. Thatall other events in thisworld
alfo come to pafs independently of God; they being
apparently of lefs confequence to the world than
thefe. But as this would be dire&ly to adopt the old
epicurean {yftem, which was really no better than

difguifed atheifm, it i1s concluded, nothing needs
to be faid in confutation of it in a chriftian aflembly.

Bur, from thefe general refleftions on the over-
ruling providence of God in the fuccefs and iffue of
wars, we will, if you pleafe, proceed now to take 4
nearer and more particular view of thefe important
events. We will confider, what are the ufual, the vi<
fible, and more immediate caufes of military fuccefles
and vi&ories : In doing which, we fhall trace the vel-
tiges of divine providence. We fhall hereby {fee fome-
thing of the manner, in which God operates to the
produdtion of thefe efle&ts in crdinary cafes, by the
inlrumentality of fecondary caufes; or natural means:
Which, it is hoped, will be a ufeful enterrainment to
us, and particularly {eafonable at this time,

WHEN nations are engaged in war, there are divers
things, to which {uccefs is apparently,and more vifibly
owing, whenever obtain’d ; fometimes to one of them,
fometimes toanother ; and fometimes to a coincidence
of feveral together. And a curfory review, or briet
confideration of thefe things, will {erve to illulrate

and
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and conﬁrm the main point before us ; by fhewing,
that there is no viétory, no fuccefs in war but what
is ultimately to be refolved into the holy will, the
active influence, or providential government of God.

1. To begin then at the vifible fource and foun-
tain of military enterprifes and operations : Succelsis
fometimes more plainly owing to a fuperiority of wil-
dom in the cabinet, in a king, or his council and mi-
niftry, than to any other fecondary caufe. For when
there is an equality of advantaoe in all other refpects,

fuch a fuperiority of wifdom at the helm, at leaft or-
dinarily determines the fuccefs. Itisin courts, thae
the {cheme and plan of wars, and the general manner
of condu&mg them, are laid and fixed upon. And
one nation often becomes vi&torious and triumphant,
rather than its enemy, becaunfe there is more wifdom
and prudence at the helm, in direfting and pointing
its military efforts. But from whom, or from whence,
did fome kmgs, their councils or mmlﬁers, derive this
fuperlonty of wifdom and genius? How, for exam-
ple, does it come to pafs, that 2a GeorGE and a P
have more wifdom than a Louis and a Belleifle 2 Ts
_ their wifdom felf-derived ? or have they more than
they received from above? You know, who 1t is that
‘teacheth man knowledge ; whofe infpiration giveth
him underftanding ; and from whence all found judg-
ment and counfel comes. It 1s: all originally from
God, as truly as the wifdom of prophets and apoftles;
tho’ not of the fame kind, nor defigned to anfwer ex-
ally the fame ends. So that whenever {uccefs and
and triumph are more vifibly owing to fuch a fuperio-
rity of wifdom at the helm, than to any other caufe,
you fee to whom the glory thereof is ultimately
- due, -
2. SUCCESS:
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2, Succgss is often owing to a fuperiority of mili-
tary fkill, courage and ftratagem, in the general or
generals, who have the more immediate direétion and
condut of a war committed to them. All other eircums=
{tances being fuppofed alike,{uch a difference between
the capacities of the refpective commanders of armies,
commonly at leaft determines the viftory. Manya
general and admiral have loft the day, merely by |
being outwitted ; and as many, of confequence, have
come oft with fuctefs and applaufe, by meansof their
{uperior {kill and addrefs. But is not the wi{dom and
penetration of generals, or military commanders, de-
rived from the fame divine fource, with that of kings,
their minifters and counfellors 7 Does not God make
a difference in this refpeét between the former,as well |
as between the latter 7 Did not the puke of Mari-
BOROUGH, for example, receive that militaty geniug
from heaven, which gave him fuch 4 ﬁipei‘iority over
the French commanders, the beginning of this
century ¢ Who made a Ferpinanp fuperior to Rich=
lien and 2 Contade ¢ perhaps to a Broglio alfo ? And
who but God was the author of thofe militaty ac-
complifhments, that penetration, addrefs, and trué
martial ardor, which appeared in the late gepneral
WoLFE ;- and which hdve render’d both niM, and the
HEIGHTS OF ABRAHAM, forever memorable ? Or
who gave ANOTHER general, whom I need not name,
the wif{dom and magnanimity to condu& the war in
this part of America, to a conclufion at onée {o ¢lorl-
ous to himfelf, fo happy for us, and for Great-
Britain ’——But without a regard to any particular
times or fadls, it is unqueftionably true in general,
that {uperior fagacity, a thorough knowledge of mili-
tary affairs, bravery, and a right judgment in a chief
commander, are of the utmoft importance ; and that
fuccels 1s often more vifibly owing hereto, than to

any
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any other caufe. Andif we know from whom thofe
qualities are derived, we can be at no lofs, to whom
the {uccefles obtained by means of them are to be af-
cribed. Certainly God did not originally make all
generals & military commanders equal ; or give them
the fame capacity and genius for war: We have feen
a very remarkable difference even amongft our own,
during the prefent war,—-——

3. Succkss and viftory are {ometimes moft appa-
rently owing to a fupcriority on one fide 1n refpet of
numbers. And indeed, when there is equal wifdom
in the cabinet,equal fkill,difcipline and bravery in the
field, and all other circumf{tances are alike favourable
to both fides; whenever this 1s the cale, it is plain
that, without a miracle, viGtory muft deciare for the
moft numerous hoft. ‘And numbers have often
prevailed againft a fuperiority in almoft all other
refpets ; tho’ not fo often as other things bave pre-
vailed againft numbers. But fince this 1s {ometimes
the cafe, let us confider whence it is, that one nation
or country is more populous than another ; and able
to fend more troops into the field. Do men grow
fpontaneoufly out of the ground, like trees ? or ra-
ther, as they do not? For it 1sGod’s hand that plants
and waters, and his fun that warms, even the meaner
fhrubs, as well as the {preading oak, the hanging elm,
and the cedars of Lebanon,thofe tall and ancient {ons
of the foreft. Now doesGaod caufe the trees,and even
the lowly fhrubs, to abound more in one country than
another ; and do men, who are {liled ¢ his ofispring,”
increafe and multiply with him ! Surely they do not.
God has not only made all nations to dwell upon the
face of the earth ; but has determined the timesbefore
appointed,in which they live, whether in fucceflion or
at once ; and has even fixed the bounds of their habi-

B tation
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tation refpectively ¥. If, while one nation isincreafed
and enlarged, another is diminifhed by plagues, earth-
guakes, famine, or any other mecans, doubtlefs it is
the providence of God that makes this difference.
1t is therefore evident, that when one nation is {uc-
cefsful in carrying on a war, by reafon of its being
greater and more populous than another, {fuch {uccefs
is ultimately to be attributed to God, who multiplieth
one, and diminitheth another by various methods, as

he pleafeth. |

4. Success and vidtory are fometimes more appa-
rently owing to neither of thefe things, but to the
fuperior courage and {lrength, patience and refolution
of thetroops; I mean,of the common foldiery. Thefe
qualities often prevail over {uperior numbers, and
many other advantages, to fuch a degree almoft,that
one has been known to chafe an hundred; and two,
to put ten thoufand to flight : Asin fome of the wars
of the Jews of oid ; and in others allo,where nothing
preternatural is fuppofed to have taken place ; parti-
cularly in the wars between the ancient Greeks and
the Perfians : Wherein a few thoufands,or even hun-
dreds of the former,{fometnnes put to the rout aimoft
incredible hofis of the latter; armies, the number of
which, as is faid of Gog andMagog, ¢ was as the fand
« of the fea”; and which “ went up on the breadrh
 of the earth” + again{t them. But whence 15 1t
that fome men, yea whole nations in general, have
more bodily {trength, and more fertitude than others?
Some are doubtlef{s weaker, more timed and faint-

hearted than others, even by nature.  Or if this ap-
parent difference amongit men,be in part owing to a
difference in the climates, who made this difference ¢
Or if it be owing partly to different ways of living,

’ diflerens
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different difcipline, &c; vet the providence of God
is not to be excluded, even here. Thereis indeed
no reafon to doubt but that courage, and even bo-
dily ftrength, may be acquir’d and improved by pro-
per mcthods of living, exercife and difcipline.  But
this is never jactually done independently of divine
providence, giving opportunity and occafion for it,and
leading the way to {uch improvement. 1'here is of-
ten a co-incidence of many things and events, and a
long train of particular circumftanees, by means
whercof the courage and martial prowels of one na-
tion are raifed and improved to a prodigious heighe ;
while in another nation there is no {uch train of cir-
cum{tances,no {fuch co-incidence of things and events,
tavourable to a martial {pirit : But, ou the contrary,
{uch an one as tends to enfeeble and enervate, to dif=
pirit and debafe the people.  Now this long train of
connedted circumitances and cvents, tendirg to raife
the military {pirit of one nation, and to deprcfs that of
another, is certainly never, in the whole of it, the
effe&t of human contrivance, torefight and ordination,
of which it appears to be, at leaft in a great meafure,
independent.  Itmuft be afcribed at laft to that di-
vine providence, which {uperintends and over-ruleg
all things. Itis, in fhort, like the fabulous golden
chain of the poets, hung down from heaven to earth;
the upper end whereof is far above mortal reach and
ficht, and there faltened to the throne of God !|-———-
Whenever, therefore, {uccefs in war is more immedi-
ately owing, as it often is, to fuch a fuperiority of
maitial prowefs and bravery, 1t may be {aid, with the
greateft truth and propriety, that God’s ¢ right hand,
““ and his holy arm hath gotten him the vitory.”

5. Success is fometimes owing, more immediately,

to ncither of the things already menticned ; but o one
g NATILG 5
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nation’s having a greater plenty than another of mi-
litary {tores, provifions, and ail things neceflary for
profecuting. a war to advantage : Or, to its being
vicher, which comes to much the {fame thing at laft;
for, as Solomon has obferved, ¢ Money an{wereth all
““ things.” But whence is it that one country abounds
with provifions, with all things needful in carrying on
a war, or with riches ; while another is barren, defti-
tute of thefe conveniencies, and poor ¢ None of my
hearers, certainly, need to be informed from whence,
or from whom, thefe differences originally proceed :
Who it is that giveth corn and wine, wool and flax ;
that multiplieth the flocks of the fhepherd, and feed-
eth the cattle upon a thoufand hills ; that has ap-
appointed ¢ a vein for the filver, and a place for the
¢ gold where they fineit ; whileironis taken out of
¢« thecarth,and brafsis molten cut of the {tone” where
he has depofited them : Or, who it 1s that has ordain-
ed and opened the canals of commerce between coun-
try and country, either more or lels convenient for
mercantile intercourfe, for the exchange of commodi-
-ties, and {upplying thofe places with fiiver and gold,
which are naturally deftitute of them.  Will you ex-
clude God and his providence from having done thefe
things ¢ Surely you will not.  Whenever, therefore,
fuccefs in war is owing more vifibly and nmmediately
to {uch plenty, abundance, or fuperior riches, the vic-
tory is plainly thelLord’s : Who giveth thefe fupplies,
11 various proportions as he pleafeth, out of his own
exhaufile{s ftores and treafuries, to different nations,
realms and kingdoms : None of which poflefs more
-of them, than they poflefs by his favour and bounty,

6. WuEer® nations arc egnal, or nearly equal, in
all thofe refpedts that have been mentioned, there 1s
yet{fometunes health enjoyed in one camp or army,

- while
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while ficknels prevails in that of the enemy ; which is
the more immediate caufe of {uccefs and viftory to
the former. Yea, lels numerous armies, and inferior
in every other refpect, have prevailed by this means ;
while far {uperior ones have become an ealy prey to
- them. But whence does it come to pals, that ficknefs
rages In one country,camporarmy,rather thanin ano-
ther ¢ or this particular year,rather than another,either
fore the war cemmenced, or after it is over, and ail
is decided ¢ 1 will not {ufpeét any prefent to be fo
{ceptical, or rather fo atheiftical, as to hefitate a mo-
ment for the true anf{wer to thefe demands. When-
ever,therefore,vi€tory or fuccefs is owing to the greater
health enjoyed 1n one army than 1n the oppolfite, you
{ee to whom it muft be attributed at lait. "

7. Success, when all other circumf{tances are nearly
alike, is fometimes moft apparently owing to winds,
tides and weather; which prove favourable to one
fleet or army, and unfavourable to the oppofite. In
all maritime wars, and all military operations which
have any connexion with, or relation to, the mighty
waters of the ocean, or even to lakes and navigable
rivers (as indeed almoft all national wars have, efpe-
cially in this age of the world) ; in all fuch wars, a
oreat deal depends upon weather, winds and tides.
Thefe are fometimes {o ordered, as to give {uccels
and vi€tory even to the inferior tleet or army. Some-
times the {uperior fleet fuffers a terrible {hipwrack,
and all defipns milcarry therewith ; while the mferior
rides fafely in port, or fails fecurely juft beyond the
Jimits of the {torm, under a ferene tky, and profper-
ous gale. Sometimes a numerous army is obliged to
reiain inaftive,” and is perhaps halt {tarved, becaufe
the wind has held long to the northward or the {outh-
ward, to the eaft or weft; and the expelted {upplieg

B 3 hav
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have mifcarried ; perhaps, been driven on the
enemy’s coaft, as a {eafonable relief to them. Yea,
{ometimes when well appoinred armies have met on the
field, and have had no connexion with {eas, lakes or
rivers ; the wind, rain and hail from heaven, by at-
tacking one of them in front in the time of battle,
have been the means of putting it to the rout, and
oiving the victory to the weaker army, Hiftory fur-
nifhes examples of all thefe things. Mow you are
fenfible, that winds and tides, {ftorms and tempefts,
which have fuch a mighty influence in wars,efpecially
in naval ones, are no ways dependent upon human
wifdom or power; but upon almighty God. So that
whenever they prove favourable to one f{ide,and un-
favourable to the other, and determine the {uccefs ;
we can  alcribe {uch fuccefs to none but to him, who
holdeth the waters in the hollow of his hand ; whofe
pleature, {now and hail, rain and vapour, and {tormy
winds fulfil ; and of whom 1t is faid, * There 1s
“¢ none like the God of Jeflurun, who rideth upon
¢“ the heavens n the help of his people, and 1n his
““ excellency upon the tky.” Dent. xxxil. 26.

8. SomeTIMES {uccefs is owing, more immediately,
to what is vulgarly termed a mere accident,and which
Solomon himfelf calls chance. ¢ [ returned, and {aw
¢« under the fun,fays he,that therace 1s noc to the fwift,
<¢ nor the battle to the ftrong—"but time and chance
¢« happeneth to them all”” *#. That s, fome unfore-
{een, unfufpelted turn, mcident or circumftance, not
owing to any human providence or contrivance,{ome-

times gives the race to the fiower, and the vitory to

the

¥ Eclef. 1x 11. The word charce 1s diveis times ufed In
fcripiure 10 much the fame fenfe ; and particularly in our
Saviour’s account of the man that ¢« fedl among thieves,”
Luke x 31. ¢ And by chance there came down a cestain

i prnlt that way,” &e.
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the weaker. It were indeed very abfurd to fuppole,
that the [witter fhould not win the race, all other

things and circumflances relative thereto bum: alike :
and the only difference lying in therefpeétive {wmr'efs
of the runners. This were as abfurd as to {uppole,
that a winged arrow from a bow, would ot reach a
dxﬁant coal, tho’ there were no obflrution in the
, {ooner thap the {iceping, almoft motionlefs fnail
would crawl to do 1t. It were alfo irrational to fup-
pole, that the {tronger army fhould not prevall 11}
the field, all other Lhmgs and circumflances being
alike : and the only difierence lying in their refpec-
tive power. This were as abfurd as to {uppole, that
a heavier weight fhould not preponderate inan equal
balance,and overcome a lighter. Wemay be fure that
Solomon was too much of a philofopherto intend either
of thefe things, {o contrary even to common fenfe.
His meaning, as intimated before, doutlefs is, that
certain crofs accidents, {ntiter and unfu [petted occur-
rents, or calualties, (bmethnes intervene as to one fide,
or fome favourable ones as to the other ; and {natch
the Vl&ory from the {ironoer, yea,from the wifer and
braver, giving an unexpcé Sed triumph to the lefs nu-
merous and valiant hoft. As all» [hu {wifter, and
more expert runner, may be vanquiibed by running
at a difadvantage, by making one {lip, or a fingle
mif-ftep. "Thus it is that, in the language of Solo-
mon, time and chance happen to all men.  And that
“great victories have fometimes been thus obtained by
inferior,over fuperior armies,without any real milcon-
duét of the one, or any wiler or braver conduét in the
other, hiftory abundantly attefts.  Thus, for illuftra-
tion, the better general, with the ﬁlperior army, has
not always had, nor could have,his choice of ground:
Perhaps he was a {lranger to the country, and a little
t00 far advanced, or not quite far enough when he
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was neceflitated to come to a battle at a great difadvan-

tage ; which has been the occafion of vitory to the
weaker, by whom perhaps the particular time and
placeof battle,were as unfought for, 1. . as accidental,
as they were to the former. So again, when the belft
difpolitionshave been made in an army before a battle,
upon a rational prefumption that the oppofite army
would be drawn up after fuch or fuch a manner, this
has proved, perhaps, the lofs of the day; there being
an order of barttle in the latter, materially different
from what was, on good grounds, expeted : And this
pollibly, rather by a mere miftake, or blunder, than
trom any {uperior {kill in the art military. So that
wildom on one fide, and want of it on the other,
have, by a {trange kind of fatality or accident, contri-
buted equally to take the viétory from the {tronger !
Yea farther : DBattles have been loft by the {tronger,
thro’ fome unaccountable miftake of orders, or only
of afingle word at a critical junéture, and gained by
the weaker ; to which decifion of the day, another,
but fortunate miftake in the latter, may have partly
contributed ! Hiftory, I think,affords examples of all
thefe things ; at leaft,fuch examplesas are a fufficient
ground for thefe reprefentations : Tho’ if it did not,
yet theie things are ‘plainly {uppofeable zccord-
ing to the courfe of nature ; which is {ufficient.
And this may in fome meafure {erve to illuftrate and
verify the oblervation of Solomon, that the battle is
not always to the ftrong; but that time and chance
‘bappen toall.  Indeed fome of thofe things which
were mentioned under forimer heads, might be redus-
ced ro this of time and chance, according to this noti-
on of it ; particuiarly winds, weather, &c. under the
Jaft preceeding head: which things are, as to us, con-
tirgent, accidental or cafual ; no ways depemdent 0p-
on human providence apd ordination,

Axp
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Anp how many things of this kind are there,which
come to pals from age to age, fometimes quite con-
trary even to rational probability, as well as without
any human contrivance, to fruftrate the devices of
men ? ¢ For man knoweth not his time, as the fifhes
‘¢ that are taken 1n an evil net, and as the birds that
‘“ are caught in the f{nare; fo are the fons of men
‘“ {nared in an evil time,when it falleth fuddenly up-
¢ on them *?’, "L'hus it 1s that Solomon illufirates
his own meaning about time and chance, in the verfe
immediately following. But are thofe things which
are chance and accident to us, fhort-fighted mortals,
the {ame to God, to whom, 1t i1s faid, ¢ all his works
‘“ are known from the beginning of the creation ?*’
Can we think that fuch things, which tho’ {eemingly
little 1n one view of them, yet give fuch great turns
to the affairs of nations, and are relatively of fuch
prodigious importance to the world,are accidental with
regard to God ; or that they happen beyond, or be-
fide, his intention ! Certainly we cannot, without the
oreateft impiety, and the greateft abfurdity, in con-
jun¢tion. No: The lefs man hasto dom the con-
trivance, ordimation and produétion of them, i e. the
more accidental and fortuitous they are with relation
to man, the mcere immediately and diretly are they
to be attributed to God.  "T'hele things, by whatever
name or names they are called, are doubtlefs ordain-
ed by him to be productive of fuch and {uch confe-
quences ; and, at the {ame time, to confound human
pride and arrogance, that no flefh might glory in his

Might.  In one word, thefe are, withourt all doubt, a
very material part of that great plan of divine provi-
dence and government, which are carrying on in the

~world from one age and generation to another. For

even a {parrow does not fall to the ground without our
' Father
L altilr ;

 Egclef 12, 12,
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Father ; and when men caft the lot or die, ¢ the
““ whole difpofling therect is of the Lord 7 *,

It may juft be added here, that the victory, and
with 1t the civil and religious ftate of mnations, has
fometimes been determined b y an unpremeditated re-
{olution, or a lucky theughs, as fome would phraie i,
coming Into the mind of acommander in a decifive
moment, one can bardly tell how. Altho’ it was not
- owing to any fuperlox {agacity habitual to him ; yea,

altho’ the moft wife and experienced generals would
perhaps have agreed in looklng on it as rafh and un-
juftifiable, yet 1t bas fucceeded. Of this there have
been exampies. And to what fhali we attribute {uch
victories and fuccefles, but to that providence which
{fuperintends and direéts all things; and to the influ-
ence of which, even chance and accident are {ubje&t,
in accomplifhing its own great defigns !

MiracuLous interpofitions being excepted, I can-
not readily think of any other things befides thofe
mentioned above, which are the immediate, apparent
caufes of victory, and military {ucceflcs ; at leaft, of
any which may not eafily and naturally bP reduced to
them. Andall thefe, we fee, are to be refolved at
}afl into the plaafhf‘e and providence of God. The
wifdom of kings, their minifters, counfcllorv,mlhtarv
commanders, is all originally from him. Itis he that
n'mltirlieth and increafeth nations ; that giveth fupe-
rior {irength, courage, plenty, rlch;...:,, health., Winds
and {eas, and {torms, fulfl his pleafure: And what-
foever is, with refpect to us, accident or chance, we
muft unlefs we are epicureans or atheifts,acknowle/g
to be in him fixed purpofe, counfcl ard defimaton.

Bur

* Proy. Xvi. 33.
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But if there fhould be any other things befides

thofe mentioned above, to which fuccels i1s ever more
immediately owing ; it muft,however,be either owing
to fome qualitics, powers and aéts of {ubordinate agents
intirely dependent on him; or elfe, to fome more di-
ret influence and operation of the fupreme, original
caufe; for thereis no medium. 1f the former, f{till
fuch fuccefles are truly from God, according to the
{ame reafoning that has been ufed above : But if the
latter, then they are, by the very {uppofition idelf,
more immediately from him. *

WauaT then is the refult of all this, but that God
really fits as Umpire on his eternal throne, between
contending “nations in all their contefts, whether
for right and juftice only, or for proud dominion ;
giving fuccefs and triumph to which foever he pleai-
eth 7 Andit is always to be remembered, that he
alts herein the part, not merely of the fovereign, but
of the infinitely wife and holy, juft and goed gover-
nor of the world. His providential government is not
deftruétive of, but perteltly confiftent with, the moral
powers, the liberty, and proper agency, of his rational
creatures ; being conformable to the nature which he
has given them. And he alfo exercifeth loving-kind-
nefs, judgment and righteou(nefs in the earth, by de-

tending

* I is very fuppofeable that the omniprefent Spirit, which 13
¢« above all, and thro’ all, and 1n us all”, may often imme-
diately influence the human mind in 1ts detcrminations, the®
quite imperceptibly.  Or the miniftry of angels may be em-
ployed for that purpole, and 1n a great variety of other
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